
A COMPREHENSIVE

ETYMOLOGICAL DICTIONARY

OF THE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Dealing with the origin of words

and their sense development thus illustrating

the history of civilization and culture

BY

Dr. ERNEST KLEIN

A word fitly spoken is like apples ofgold in pictures of silver

PROVERBS 25:11

VOLUME I A-K

ELSEVIER PUBLISHING COMPANY
AMSTERDAM LONDON NEWYORK

1966



ELSEVIER PUBLISHING COMPANY

335 JAN VAN GALENSTRAAT, P.O. BOX 211, AMSTERDAM

AMERICAN ELSEVIERPUBLISHINO COMPANY, INC.

52 VANDERBILT AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017

ELSEVIER PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITED

RIPPLESIDE COMMERCIAL ESTATE

BARKING. ESSEX

First Published 1965 - First Reprinted 1969

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOG CARD NUMBER 65-I3229

COPYRIGHT © 1966 ELSEVIER PUBLISHING COMPANY, AMSTERDAM

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

THIS BOOK OR ANY PART THEREOF MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM,

INCLUDING PHOTOSTATIC OR MICROFILM FORM,

WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE PUBLISHERS

PRINTED IN THE NETHERLANDS

COVER AND BINDING SUSANNE HEYNEMANN

lam what my MOTHER and my FATHER made ofme

THE AUTHOR

DEDICATED TO THE SACRED MEMORY OF THE BEST PARENTS:

MY DEAR MOTHER

WHO AFTER A LIFE OF SELF-SACRIFICE DIED IN SZATMAR IN 1940

AND MY DEAR FATHER,

THE WORLD-RENOWNED RABBI AND SCHOLAR

RABBI IGNAZ (ISAAC) KLEIN OF SZATMAR.

WHO DIED A MARTYR OF HIS FAITH IN AUSCHWITZ IN 1944;

AND TO THE SACRED MEMORY OF MY IVIFE

AND OF MY ONLY CHILD JOSEPH (HAYYIMISRAEL)

WHO ALSO FELL VICTIMS TO NAZISM IN AUSCHWITZ IN 1944



Preface

To know the origin of words

is to know the cultural history of mankind.

In infinite humility I bend the knee and bow before the Eternal Who gives power to the faint,

and to him who has no might increases strength.

Blessed be the Eternal Who granted me life and sustenance and permitted me to write and

complete this etymological dictionary, whose first volume is just leaving the press.

This dictionary is a modest tribute of my devotion to Canada, the country whose citizen I am

proud to be, the country in which the spirit of the Bible has dominion from Sea to Sea, the coun-

try in which the Human Rights are a happy, living reality, a reality called upon to serve as a

shining example to mankind.

On this occasion I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Canada Council, whose

grant made it possible for me to have the manuscript of my dictionary typed in order to pre-

pare it for the press. The generosity of this noble institution will continue to serve for me as a

precious stimulus for further scientific work.

Between 1931 and 1944, 1 was Rabbi of the Jewish Congregation in Nov6Zimky (Czecho-

slovakia), whence I was deported by the Nazis to Auschwitz and, from there, to the concen-

tration camp AUach-Dachau. After the hberation from the latter place by Amerian troops in

1945, 1 returned home to find only the ruins of what had once been the flourishing Jewish com-

munity ofNov6 Zamky. There I learned that my Father, my wife, my only child Joseph and two

of my three sisters had suffered martyrdom in Auschwitz. Of my family, my sister Mrs. Paul

Horvath (n6e Elizabeth Klein) and her husband have survived.

After my return I decided to write an etymological dictionary of the English language, the

language which I had loved and admired since my early childhood.

This project materialized in Toronto where I settled together with my sister Elizabeth and

her husband, and where my friends established the congregation Beth Yitshak, which was

named after my Father of blessed memory, and chose me for their rabbi.

It was before all my sister who through her selfless love and infinite dedication, with which

she has taken care of me, made it possible for me to devote my time to my congregation and to

writing this dictionary.

On this occasion I would like to extend my aff'ectionate feelings to two of my closest and

dearest friends in Toronto, whom I love both as if they were brothers to me in the literal sense of

this term : Mr. Arthur Minden, Q.C., whose friendship and love I treasure as one of the greatest

gifts bestowed upon me by Providence and whose zeal and encouragement have been an im-

portant factor in my writing and completing this dictionary, and Mr. Leo Bermann, whose

sincere brotherly affection and friendly devotion have always been and continue to be a grati-

fying source of spiritual joy to me, and who had a decisive role in the history of the publication

of my dictionary.

My abiding gratitude is extended to Mr. Marsh Jeanneret, president of the Toronto Uni-

versity Press, and to Miss F. Halpenny, its editor, for their helpfulness and encouragement,

which were important factors on the way leading to the publication of my work.
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My grateful acknowledgements are also due to the whole staff of the University of Toronto

Library for the facilities extended to me in the use of its books.

May this dictionary, which plastically shows the affinity and interrelationship of the nations

of the world in the way in which their languages developed, contribute to bringing them nearer

to one another in the sincere pursuit of peace on earth— which was one of my cardinal aims

in writing this dictionary.

Toronto, October, 1965
Dr. Ernest Klein

Introduction

Since my youth I have devoted myself to philology, with special regard to etymology.

The reasons mducing me to write 'A Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary of the

English Language' may be summed up as follows

:

It is a well-known fact that in the course of the last sixty years philology has attained a high

degree of development. It is so much the more to be regretted that modern lexicography has

remained far behind the achievements of philology. As a rule, even the most authoritative

English etymological dictionaries give such etymologies as reflect the level reached by philology

about half a century ago. In most cases etymologies given up by serious science long ago are

still wandering out of one dictionary into another and continue Uving with tenacity, appa-

rently ignoring the truths established in the field of philology in the course of the latter decades.

One example may suffice to prove this. Despite the fact that Tocharian (this language extinct

long ago but newly discovered at the end of the Nineteenth Century) occupies a very important

place among the Indo-European languages, Tocharian references appear only quite excep-

tionally in the etymological dictionaries of the English language. This is so much the more strik-

ing, becauseTocharian may help us understand the development ofmany a word in the diff'erent

Indo-European languages, inasmuch as the words of the Tocharian language often represent

the transitory form— 'the missing link'— between the Old Indian and the other Indo-European

languages. In this dictionary Tocharian words are regularly referred to together with the other

Indo-European equivalents.

Enghsh belonging to the great family of the Indo-European languages, it is quite evident

that in tracing any word to its source, an etymological dictionary must take into consideration

all the important cognates of this word in the other Indo-European languages. If we want to

understand the history of an English word, we must compare this word with as many corre-

spondences as possible.

Most etymological dictionaries do not pay enough attention to this circumstance and there-

fore cite equivalents from the kindred languages quite at random, often enumerating the less

important ones but omitting such as had a decisive influence upon the form of the word treated

or upon the development of its meaning. This dictionary tries to be a dependable guide to the

reader in this respect too, by giving him all the necessary information about the origin, for-

mation and sense development of any word that might interest him.

The scientific value of most etymological dictionaries is much impaired by the circumstance

that their authors are not familiar with the structure of the Semitic languages, a fact thrown

into relief by the inconsistencies of the transliteration of Hebrew, Aramaic and Arabic words,

on the one hand, and by the lack of any etymological analysis of these words, on the other. In

this dictionary the words of Semitic origin— about 750 in number— are fully analyzed
:
they

are traced to their etyma, the cognates are given, the stem is distinguished from the prefixes and

suffixes added to it, etc. In brief: the words of Semitic origin are treated exactly as the Indo-

European words. This is why my dictionary may also serve as a preliminary work for an ety-

mological dictionary of the Semitic languages themselves.

In all etymological dictionaries we frequently come across such words as are declared to be

'ofunknown origin', even in cases when the etymology ofsuch words can be established beyond

any doubt. In many other cases the etymology is not given either, but the origin of the respec-



tive word is referred to by such vague terms as 'of uncertain etymology', or 'probably of Orien-

tal origin', etc., whereas their provenance is very well known. My dictionary contains the ety-

mology of several hundred such words.

This dictionary gives also the etymologies of personal names and mythological names.

Some other features of this dictionary:

What the elements are to chemistry, what the sounds are to music, are words to language.

However, words are not only the elements of a language but also of the history of the people

speaking it. They are important milestones along the way leading to the majestic Palace of

Human Knowledge.

One of the basic features of this dictionary is that— in contradistinction to other etymolo-

gical dictionaries— its aim is not only to give the history of words, but to give also History in

words. This dictionary is the first attempt to give the history ofhuman civilization and culture

condensed in the etymological data of words. We not only speak but think and even dream

in words. Language is a mirror in which the whole spiritual development of mankind reflects

itself. Therefore, in tracing words to their origin, we are tracing simultaneously civilization

and culture to their real roots.

Another important aim that I set to myself in composing this dictionary was to mirror in it the

history ofthe humanities and sciences. Since the history of a word is at the same time the history

of the thing denoted or the idea expressed by that word it is obvious that by giving the history

of the technical terms of any branch of science we also give the history of that branch of science

itself. In consideration of this fact one of the goals of an etymological dictionary should be to

deal with the history of scientific technical terms in a manner that would enable the reader to

reconstruct through them the history of the various branches of the humanities and sciences.

This dictionary represents the first attempt to live up to this goal. E.g. in order to know the

important phases of the development of medicine one will only have to look up the medical

terms occurring in this dictionary.

For the illustration of this fact I am quoting here a few entries from this dictionary dealing

with medical terms:

abiotrophy, n., loss of vitality (med.) — Coined by the English neurologist Sir William Richard Gowers

(1845-1915) fr. Gk. a^ioi;, 'without hfe', and -xpoqjii, fr. Tpotpr,, 'nourishment'. See abio- and

-trophy.

Derivative: abiotroph-ic, adj.

accoucheur, n., a man who acts as midwife. — F., fr. accoucher, 'to go to childbed' ;
first used by Jules

Clement in the second half of the 17th cent. See accouchement.

AchiUes' tendon. — So called from the myth of Achilles being held by the heel when his mother Thetis

dipped him into the river Styx to render him invulnerable ; first used by the Dutch anatomist Verheyden

in 1693 when dissecting his own amputated leg. See Achilles and tendon,

acrodynia, n., disease characterized by pain in the hands and feet {med:)— Medical L., coined by Char-

don in 1828, and lit. meaning 'pain in the extremities', fr. aero- and Gk. oSuvtj, 'pain'. See -odynia.

actinomycosis, n., an inflammatory disease caused hy the actinomycetes (merf.)— Coined by the German

pathologist Otto Bollinger (1843-1909) in 1877 fr- Actinomyces and suff. -osis.

agoraphobia, n., morbid fear of being in open spaces {med.) — Coined by Westphal in 1871, who first

described this morbid condition. The word lit. means 'fear of a public place'. See agora and -phobia,

albuminuria, n., the presence of albumen in the urine (mcrf.)— Medical L., fr. F. albnminurie, a hybrid

coined by the French physician Martin Solon (1795-1856) 'n 1838 fr. L. albumen, 'white of the egg',

andGk. o5pov, 'urine'. See albumen, urine and -ia.

aUopatliy, n., treatment of disease by remedies that produce effects opposite to those caused by the

disease. — G. Allopathie, coined by the German physician Samuel Hahnemann (1755-1843) fr. Gk.

XI

aKkoZ, 'other', and -Tia^eta, fr. Tra^oi;, 'suffering'. See alio- and -pathy and cp. enantiopathy, homeo-

pathy.

Derivatives: «//op(3rt-ic, adj., allopath-ic-ally, adv., allopath-et-ic,a.d}.,aUo-path-et-ical-ly, adv., allo-

path-ist, n.

anaphylaxis, n., exaggerated susceptibility, especially to protein {med. and biol.) — Coined by the

French physiologist Charles Richet (1850-1935) in 1893 on analogy of prophylaxis (q.v.) Anaphylaxis

accordingly means the opposite of what is expressed by prophylaxis; it is formed fr. ana- and Gk.

(piiXa^K, 'a watching, guarding'. See phylaxis.

anarthria, n., inability to articulate words {med.) — Medical L., coined by the French neurologist

Pierre Marie (i 853-1940) fr. Gk. avap^po?, 'without joints' (see anarthrous). For the ending see suff. -ia.

antitoxin, n., a substance neutralizing poisonous substances {immunology). — Coined by the German

bacteriologist Emil von Behring (1854- 19 17) in 1890 fr. anti- and toxin. Cp. autotoxin.

aperient, adj., laxative. — L. aperiens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of aperlre, 'to uncover, open', which

stands for *ap-werire and is rel. to aperlre (for *op-werlre), 'to cover, close', and cogn. with OI. apa-

vrnoti, 'uncovers, opens', api-vfnSti, 'closes, covers', fr. I.-E. base *wer-, 'to enclose, cover'. See weir

and cp. words there referred to. The word aperient was used by Bacon in 1626.

Derivative: aperient, n., a laxative drug.

aphemia, n., a kind of aphasia {med.)— Medical L., coined by the French surgeon and anthropologist

Paul Broca (1824-80) in i860 fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk. 9V^. 'voice', which is rel. to cpdvai, 'to say,

speak'. See fame and -ia and cp. aphasia.

aspirin, n. {pharm.) — A hybrid coined by H. Dreser in Pfliiger's Archiv in 1899. The acetylo-salicylic

acid occurs in the flowers of the plant Spiraea ulmaria. In order to distinguish from this natural pro-

duct the same substance gained chemically, the word aspirin was formed by Dreser from priv. pref.

a-, the above mentioned plant Spiraea, and chem. suff. -in. Hence aspirin prop, means 'acetylo-sali-

cyhc acid which is gained not from the Spiraea ulmaria (but in a chemical way)'.

astigmatism, n., defect of the eye that prevents the rays of light from converging to a point on the retina

{med. and optics).— Coined by the English mathematician and philosopher William Whewell (i794-

1866) in 1819 fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk. a-c{y\iaL, gen. CTTiyiiaToq, 'a prick, puncture, mark'. See stig-

matic and -ism.

athetosis, n., affection of the nervous system marked by involuntary movements of the fingers and toes

{med.) — Medical L., coined by the American nerve specialist William Alexander Hammond (1828-

1900) in 1871 fr. Gk. a-S-eTO?, 'not fixed', and suff. -osis. See prec. word.

aureomycin, n., an antibiotic drug resembling penicillin {med.)— A hybrid coined fr. L. aureus, 'golden'

(so called from its color), Gk. (iiixTig, 'fungus', and chem. suff'. -in; see aureate and myco-. The correct

form would be chrysomycin, in which both elements are of Greek origin (see chryso- and cp. Aureo-

basidium).

batophobia, n., a morbid fear of being at great heights or passing near high objects {med.)— Medical L.,

compounded of Gk. PaTo?, 'passable', verbal adj. of paCveiv, 'to go', and -(popEi, fr. c^6^oc„ 'fear'.

See base, n. and phobia. The association of Gk paToc with height is due to a connection of this

word with the second element in acrobat. (Acrobats are used to display their art in the height.)

A more adequate name for this condition is hypsophobia.

bronchiole, n., a minute bronchial tube(ana/.)— Medical L. bronchiola, a diminutive coined by E. Schuhz

fr. L. bronchia (p!.), 'the bronchial tubes'; see bronchia. Cp. Joseph HyrtI, Onomalologia anatomica,

P-557-

Derivative: bronchiol-ar, adj.

bronchitis, n., inflammation of the bronchial tubes {med.) — Medical L., coined by Charles Bedham in

1 808 fr. bronchus and suff. -itis; Introduced into medicine by P. Frank in his Interpretationes Clinlcae

in 1 812.

Caesarean section, Caesarean operation.— So called from the belief that Julius Caesar was thus deliv-

ered. This belief is refuted by the fact that the mother ofJ. Caesar was still alive at the time ofthe Gallic

wars, whereas, on the other hand, we know that in antiquity this operation was never performed on the

living mother.

calciphylaxis, n., increased sensitivity to calcium (merf.) — A Medical L. hybrid coined by Dr. Hans

Selyc (born in 1907), professor of the University of Montreal, fr. calcium, a word of Latin origin, and

Gk. ^uXa^i;, 'a watching, guarding'. See phylaxis.

Chloromycetin, n., an antibiotic drug of the penicillin-streptomycin family discovered by Dr. Paul

R.Burkholder of Yale University {med.) — Coined fr. chloro-, Gk. fiux-r,?, gen. (iuxiqto;;, 'fungus'

(see myceto-), and chem. suff. -in.

cirrhosis, n., a disease of the liver {med.) — Medical L., coined by the French physician Rene-Theo-

phile-Hyaclnthe Laennec (1781-1826) fr. Gk. xippo?, 'tawny', which is of uncertain origin ; so called

in allusion to the yellowish color of the diseased liver. For the ending see sufT. -osis.
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cynanthropy, n., insanity in which the patient believes himself to be a dog (med.)- Formed xyith suflF.

-v (representing Gk. -tS), fr. Gk. >cuvdcv»po>7ro<;, 'of a dog-man', which is compounded of xuojv, gen.

xuv6c 'a dog', and Sv&pcoTro?, 'man'. See cyno- and anthropo-. The name cynanthropy prop, derives

fr. Gk. v6ao5 xuvav&ptoTTO?, lit. 'dog-man's disease', a name given to this mama by Galen (see Galen,

19, 719)-

The examples have been taken from among the medical terms beginning with the letter A,

B or C hence such as are contained in the present (i.e. I) volume of this dictionary.

Similarly, in dealing with the technical terms ofthe other branches of science in this dictiona-

ry one of my chief aims was to show the historic development of science in general and of its

various branches in particular, with special regard to biology, zoology, botany, mmeralogy,

geography, geology, history, astronomy, physics, chemistry, mathematics, grammar, philo-

sophy. The entries treating these branches of science in this dictionary, virtuaUy contam the

most important phases of their history.

Two other characteristic features of this dictionary:

HYBRID WORDS

Scientists are rarely also Imguists. This is why many scientific terms are inexactly coined and

often erroneous and misleading in sense. Many of these terms are hybrids, i.e. words made up

ofelements from different languages. In this dictionary hybrids are not only referred to as such

but-quite frequently-a new, correctly formed word is suggested instead of the one used

hitherto.

For an example see the entry aureomycin on preceding page.

LOAN TRANSLATIONS

Loan translations are important guideposts on the road on which civilization and culture trav-

eled in the course of centuries from nation to nation. Through them we learn e.g. that the

chief elements of the science of grammar developed in ancient Greece and reached Western

Europe through the medium of the Romans. (The overwhelmingmajority ofgrammatical terms

in the modern languages are loan translations of, or derive directly from.Latin words which

themselves are loan translations of Greek words. Cp. e.g. the words subject, verb, adverb, nomi-

native, accusative, genitive, dative in this dictionary.)
, . , •

.

In like manner, loan translations are of great importance for the reconstruction of the history

of all the other branches of science as well. This is why, in this dictionary, special attention was

paid to loan translations and their way was traced from language to language.

XIII

Transliteration of Semitic Words

The transliteration for Semitic words contained in the etymologies of this dictionary is such

that it renders exactly every consonant, vowel and diacritical sign. It happens for the first time

that the Hebrew and Aramaic words quoted in an etymological dictionary are transliterated

according to a system which makes it possible to retransliterate these words into their original

characters, including all the phonetic signs particular to Hebrew and Aramaic. (See the follow-

ing Rules for Transliteration.)

As a rule, in this dictionary the accent in Semitic words (with the exception of the Akkadian,

for which the laws ofaccentuation are not known), is indicated by the usual accent mark ' placed

over the vowel of the accented syllable.

THE RULES FOR THE TRANSLITERATION OF HEBREW
AND ARAMAIC EMPLOYED IN THIS DICTIONARY

Form of the Letter Its Name

X dteph

Its Transliteration Its Sounds

Not rendered at the Orig. the glottal stop.

beginning or the end Now silent in the

of a word ; otherwise middle of words if it has

marked by no vowel;

otherwise it is pro-

nounced according to

the accompanying

vowel sign.

3

3

beth

bheih

gimel

Ml hh, y

Pronounced like

g in get.

ghimcl gh Orig. pronounced

—

with a slight aspira-

tion of the sound -

like gh\ now pro-

nounced like g in get.

1

1

n

1

T

n

dalelh

dhaleth

he

wfiw or \uu

zdyin

chelh

d

dh Orig. pronounced like

//; in litis:

now proiiounucd d

Pronounced like ch in

Scot, locli
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Form of the Letter
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RULES FOR THE TRANSLITERATION OF ARABIC

EMPLOYED IN THIS DICTIONARY

Form of the Letter Its Natne

dlif

bff

ta'

Its Transliteration Its Sound

Marked by ' at the The glottal stop,

beginning of a word

or when it is pro-

vided with hamza

;

otherwise rendered

by a macron.

thd' th (like th in English

thing)

c

c

y;m

hff

khd'

dal

kh

J

(a sharp guttural

aspirate;

pronounced like a

strong h with friction

sound)

(like ch in Scot, loch)

dhdl dh (like th in English this)

J
zay

cr

Form of the Letter



XVIII

VOWEL SIGNS USED WITH ARABIC CHARACTERS

Vowel Sign In Name

A) Short Vowels

_^ fdrha''

— kdsra^

-' dammed

B) Long Vowels

l5

5

lis Transliteration Its Sound

Pronounced like

a in wan.

Pronounced like

/ in pin.

Pronounced like

u in put.

Pronounced like a

in father.

Pronounced like /

in machine.

Pronounced like u

in rule.

ORTHOGRAPHIC SIGNS

hiimza-nh
(sign of the glottal

stop)

,„ tashdid. It marks the doubling of a consonant. It is disregarded in the

case of a ^ after an ,. The assimilation of the J (in the def. art. J ) to the so called solar

letters is not tak^n into consideration (as e.g. in aldea. Aldeharan. Altair). unless this assimi-

lation appears a' o in the European (in most cases Spanish or Portuguese) loan word Uself

(as in arrope, i akiya).

Abbreviation of Books and Journals Frequently

Referred to

Bloch-Wartburg, DELF. = Bloch, Oscar, and W. von Wartburg, Dictionnaire etymologique

de la langue fran?aise, 2nd ed., Paris, 1950.

Boisacq, DELG. = Boisacq, fimile, Dictionnaire etymologique de la langue grecque, 4th ed.,

Heidelberg, 1950.

Dauzat, DELF. = Dauzat, Albert, Dictionnaire etymologique de la langue fran?aise, 7th ed.,

1938.

E-M., DELL. = Ernout, A., and A. Meillet, Dictionnaire Etymologique de la langue latine,

4th ed., Paris, 1959.

Frisk, GEW. = Frisk, Hjalmar, Griechisches etymologisches Worterbuch, 1955— in progress.

Gesenius-Buhl, HWAT. = Gesenius, W., Hebraisches und Aramaisches Worterbuch iiber

das Alte Testament, bearbeitet von Dr. Frants Buhl, i6th ed., Leipzig, 1915.

HEL. = Francis Brown, S. R. Driver and Charles A. Briggs, The Hebrew and English Lexicon

of the Old Testament based on the Lexicon of William Gesenius, Oxford, 1952, corrected

impression.

Hofmann, EWG. = J. B. Hofmann, Etymologisches Worterbuch des Griechischen, Munchen,

1930.

JQR. = Jewish Quarterly Review.

Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS. =- Kluge, Friedrich, Etymologisches Worterbuch der deutschen Spra-

che, 17. Auflage, unter Mithilfe von Alfred Schirmer bearbeitet von Walther Mitzka, Berlin,

1957-

Meyer-Liibke, REW. = Meyer-Lubke, W., Romanisches etymologisches Worterbuch, 2nd

ed., Heidelberg, 1924.

OED. = The Oxford English Dictionary.

Walde-Hofmann, LEW. = Walde, A., Lateinisches etymologisches Worterbuch, dritte, neu-

bearbeitete Auflage von J. B. Hofmann, Heidelberg, 1938-55.

Walde-Pokorny, VWIS. = Walde, A., Vergleichendes Worterbuch der indogermanischen

Sprachen, herausgegeben von J. Pokorny, Berlin, 1928 ff. (3 volumes).

ZDMG. = Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft.
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philos.

Phoen.

photogr.

phrenol.

Phryg.

phys.

physiol.

pi.

PN.

poet.

Pol.

Port.

possess.

pp.

prec.

pred.

pref.

prep.

pres. part.

print.

priv.

prob.

pron.

prop.

pros.

Proven?.

Ps.

psychol.

psychopathol

q.v.

qq.v.

R.C.Ch.

refl.

rel.

relig.

rhet.

Rom.

Rum.
Russ.

S.

S.Afr.

S.Ain.

philosophy

Phoenician

photography

phrenology

Phrygian

physics, physical

physiology

plural

Personal Name; Proper

Name
poetry ;

poetical

Polish

Portuguese

possessive

past participle

preceding

predicate, predicative,

predicatively

prefix

preposition

present participle

printing

privative

probably

pronoun, pronominal

properly

prosody

Proven?al

Psalms

psychology

psychopathology

quod vide (L., 'which see')

quae vide (L., 'which see';

pl.)

Roman CathoUc Church

reflexive

relative; related

religion

rhetoric

Roman
Rimianian

Russian

South

South African

South American

Sam.

Savoy.

Scand.

scil.

Scot.

sculp.

seismol.

Sem.

Sept.

Serb.

sing.

Slav.

s.m.

sociol.

Sp.

specif.

subj.

subst.

suff.

superl.

surg.

s.v.

SW.

Swed.

Syr.

Tarent.

techn.

Teut.

theatr.

theol.

Thessal.

Toch.

tr.

Turk.

typogr.

Ugar.

ult.

U.S.A.

U.S.S.R.

v.

var.

veter.

VArab.

Samuel

Savoyard

Scandinavian

scilicet (L., 'understood,

namely')

Scottish, Scotch

sculpture

seismology

Semitic

Septuagint

Serbian

singular

Slavonic

same meaning

sociology

Spanish

specifically

subjunctive

substantive

suffix

superlative

surgery

sub voce (= under the

word)

South West

Swedish

Syriac

Tarentine

technical, technology

Teutonic

theatrical

theology

Thessalian

Tocharian

transitive

Turkish

typography

Ugaritic

ultimate, ultimately

United States of America

United Soviet Socialist

Republics

verb

variant

veterinary

Vulgar Arabic

VL.



Symbols used in this Dictionary

The asterisk (*) indicates a hypothetical form.

The mark caUed macron (-) is placed over a vowel to show that it is long.

The mark called breve « is placed over a vowel to show that it is shor .

In this dictionary the quantity of vowels (esp. in Greek and Latm words) is -^ica ^^ °nty

when they are long. The brevity of vowels is indicated only in some special cases (e.g. m Latm

tTJ^XoZstio hang', in contradistinction to pend.re, 'to hang' (see pendant). Hence

when there is no mark over a vowel it is to be assumed that it is short.

The mark ' after a consonant in the Slavonic languages indicates palatalization

ThemaTk - afterasyUableoragroupofsyUables(as in ant-^anti-) indicates that this syllable

°^"h: mal -tfor: a s^btor a group of syllables (as in -ate, -aUon) indicates that this

syllable or group of syllables is a suffix.

A
a, indef. article.— Form ofan before a consonant.

a, prep, meaning 'of, as in a clock = of the

clock. — ME., fr. OE. of, 'from, off, of. See of.

a, prep, meaning 'on'.— OE. an, on, 'on'. See on.

a, prep, meaning 'to, at, in'. — F., fr. L. ad, 'to,

toward'. See ad- and cp. a-, pref. corresponding

to L. ad: Cp. also a la.

a-, pref. meaning 'of, as in akin. — ME. a-,

fr. OE. of. See a, prep, meaning 'of.

a-, pref meaning 'on'; used to form adverbs

from nouns as in abroad, ashore. — Fr. OE. an,

on. See a, prep, meaning 'on',

a-, intensive pref. — OE. a-, rel. to OS., OFris.

ur-, or-, Du. oor-, OHG.,MHG. ur- (unstressed:

OHG. ir-, ar-, MHG., G. -er), Goth. us-. The

orig. meaning of these prefixes was 'out, away'.

Cp. the pref in oakum, ordeal.

a-, pref meaning 'away from, from' (occurring

only before v), as in avert. — L. a-, fr. a, short

form of ab, 'away from, from' ; rel. to Oscan

aa-, Umbr. aha-, 'away from, from'. See ab-.

a-, pref corresponding to L. ad-, fr. ad, 'to, to-

ward', either directly or through the medium of

OF. a- or F. a. Cp. the pref in abandon, acknow-

ledge, ascend, ascribe, and see ad-. Cp. also a.

a-, priv. pref meaning 'not, less, without*. —
Gk. a-, used before a consonant, the form be-

fore a vowel being av-. See an- and cp. the priv.

prefixes in- and un-.

aam, n., a Dutch and German liquid measure. —
Du., fr. L. ama (more exactly hamd), 'bucket',

fr. Gk. &iiY] (prop. ocfXT)), 'bucket', which is rel.

to a|j,Safl-at, 'to draw, gather', ajiviov, 'a bowl

in which the blood of victims was caught'. See

amnion.

aardvark, n., a South African burrowing animal.

— Du., lit. 'earth pig', fr. aard, 'earth', and

vark, 'pig'. See earth and farrow,

aardwolf, n., a South African hyena-like mam-
mal. — Du., lit. 'earth wolf. See prec. word

and wolf.

Aaron, masc. PN. ; in the Bible, the brother of

Moses.— Late L., fr. Gk. 'Aapuv, fr. Heb. AhS-

rSn, which is prob. of Egyptian origin. Arab.

Hartin is borrowed from Hebrew.
Derivative: Aaron-ic, adj.

^^on's beard, name of several plants. — So
caUed because of their resemblance to a beard
"nd with allusion to Ps. 1 33 : 2.

^''Xi's rod, i) straight molding in architecture;

2) popular name of the common mullein. —
So called with allusion to Nu. 17.

**» n., name of the fifth Jewish month. — Heb.
**. fr. Akkad. abu.

^» pref. in words of Latin origin, denoting de-

Porture, separation.— L. ab-, fr. ab, 'away from,
from; by*. The form ab is regularly used before

all vowels and h; before consonants except h,

ab usually becomes a; before c, q, t, it becomes

abs. L. ab derives fr. orig. *ap (cp. aperio, 'I

open'), and is cogn. with OI. dpa, 'away from',

Gk. (XTti, 'away from, from', Goth, af, OE. of,

'away from, from'. See of and cp. a-, 'away

from', apo-, post-.

aba, n., a form of altazimuth instrument. — So

called after its inventor Antoine Thomson

d'Abbadie.

aback, adv.— OE. on bxc. See a-, 'on', and back.

abacus, n., l) frame with beads for calculation;

2) {archit.) slab at the top of a column. — L.

abacus, fr. Gk. a^a^, gen. aPaxo?, 'a square

tablet strewn with dust', fr. Heb. dbhdq, 'dust',

fr. root a-b-q, 'to fly off'. The first type of abacus

was a board covered with dust, whence its name.

Abaddon, n., the bottomless pit. — Heb. cibhad-

dOn, 'destruction', fr. abhddh, 'heperished', which

is rel. to Aram, abhddh, 'he perished', Ugar. 'bd,

'to perish', Ethiop. abdda, 'he wandered about',

Arab, dbada, 'it (the animal) fled in fright'.

abaft, adv., astern, aft; prep., behind. — Formed

fr. a-, 'on', and OE. bexftan, fr. be, 'by, at',

and seftan, 'behind'. See be- and aft.

abalienate, tr. v., i) to alienate; 2) to remove. —
L. abaliendtus, pp. of abaliendre, 'to remove',

lit. 'to make alien from', fr. ab- and aliendre.

See alienate.

aballenation, n., 1) alienation; 2) removal. —
L. abaliendtio, gen. -onis, fr. abaliendtus, pp.

of abaliendre. See prec. word and -ion.

abalone, n., a mollusk. — Sp., ofunknown origin.

abandon, tr. v., to leave, forsake. — ME. aban-

donen, fr. OF. abandoner (F. abandonner), fr. a

bandon in (mettre) a bandon, 'to give up to a

public ban', fr. a, 'to' (fr. L, ad) and bandon,

'power, authority, jurisdiction', fr. Late L. ban-

dum, bannum, 'order, decree', which is of Teut.

origin. See ad- and ban, 'proclamation', and cp.

banish.

Derivatives : abandon, n., abandon-ed, adj., aban-

don-er, n., abandon-ment, n.

abase, tr. v., to lower. — OF. abaissier (F. abais-

ser), 'to bring low', fr. VL. *adbassidre, which

is formed fr. L. ad- and Late L. bassus, 'thick, fat,

low'. See base, 'low', and cp. the second element

in bouillabaisse.

Derivatives : abas-ed, adj., abas-ed-ly, adv., abas-

ed-ness, n., abase-ment, n.

abash, tr. v., to confuse ; to put to shame.— ME.

abassen, ahaissen, abashen, fr. OF. esbahiss-,

pres. part, stem of eshahir, 'to astonish', com-

pounded of pref es- (fr. L. ex; see ist ex-) and

a derivative of OF. baer (F. bayer), 'to gape',

the change of conjugation (-ir for -er) being

prob. due to the influence of the OF. adj. batf.



abasia

'astonished'. The OF. verb baer derives fr. VL.

batare, 'to gape, yawn'. See bay, 'part in the

wall', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: abash-less, adj., abash-less-ly, adv.,

abash-ment, n.

abasia, n., inabihty to walk {med.)— Medical L.,

formed fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk. paai?, 'stepping,

step; base', from the stem of paivstv, 'to go'.

See base, n., and -ia.

abate, tr. and intr. v.—ME. abaten, fr. OF. abatre,

abattre (F. abattre), 'to beat down', fr. VL. *ab-

batere (whence also It. abbattere, Sp. abatir),

fr. ab- and batere (L. battuere), 'to beat, strike'.

See batter, 'to beat, strike', and cp. abatis, abat-

toir, bate, 'to reduce'.

Derivative: abate-ment, n.

abatis, n., a defense made of felled trees (m/7.) —
F., 'things thrown down', fr. abattre, 'to beat

down, throw down'. See prec. word and cp.

at>attoir.

abattoir, n., a slaughterhouse. — F., fr. abattre,

'to beat down'. See abate. The subst. suff. -air

corresponds to L. -orium, whence E. -cry.

abb, n., the yarn for the woof. — OE. aweb, ab.

See a-, 'on', and web.

abba, n., title of honor. — L., fr. Gk. aP|Ja, fr.

Aram, abba, "the. father; my father', emphatic

state of abh, 'father'. See abbot, and cp. ab-

bacy, abbey.

abbacy, n., the office or jurisdiction of an abbot.

— Eccles. L. abbdtia, fr. abbas, gen. abbdtis. See

abbot and cp. abba, abbey. Cp. also badia.

abbe, n., a title given in France to a priest. — F.,

fr. Eccles. L. abbdtem, ace. of abbas. Cp. It.

abbate, Sp. abad, 'abbot', which also derive fr.

Eccles. L. abbdtem, and see abbot,

abbess, n.— ME. abbesse, fr. OF. (= F.) abbesse,

fr. Eccles. L. abbdtissa, fem. of abbas, gen. -dlis.

See abbot and cp. It. abbadessa, badessa, and

Sp. abadesa, 'abbess', which also derive fr. Ec-

cles. L. abbdtissa.

abbey, n., a convent headed by an abbot or an

abbess. — ME., fr. AF. abbeie, fr. OF. abeie,

abate (F. abbaye), fr. Eccles. L. abbdtia, fr. L.

abbas. See abbot and cp. abba, abbacy, abbess.

Cp. also It. abbadia, Sp. abadia, 'abbey', which

also derive fr. Eccles. L. abbdtia.

abbot, n. — OE. abbod, fr. L. abbdt-, stem of

abbas, gen. abbdtis, fr. Aram, abbd, 'the father;

my father', emphatic state of dbh, 'father', which

is rel. to Heb. dbh, 'father'. See Aboth and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also abba, abbacy,

abbe, abl>ey, abuna, badia.

abbreviate, tr. v., to shorten. — L. abbrevidtus,

pp. of abbrevidre, 'to shorten', fr. ab- and bre-

vidre, 'to shorten', fr. ferevw, 'short'. Seebrief,adj.,

and cp. abridge, which is a doublet of abbreviate.

Derivatives: abbreviat-ed, adj., abbreviation, ab-

breviator (qq.v.), abbreviat-ory, adj.

abbreviation, n. — F. abreviation, fr. L. abbrevid-

lidnem, ace. of abbrevidtio, fr. abbrevidtus, pp.

of abbrevidre. See abbreviate and -ion.

abbreviator, n. — L., fr, abbrevidtus, pp. of ab-

brevidre. See abbreviate and agential suflf. -or.

Abderian, pertaining to Abdera. — See Al)derite

and -ian.

Abderite, n., i) an inhabitant of Abdera; 2) a

fool. — L. Abderita, fr. Gk. 'ApSiQpt-nr)?, 'in-

habitant of Abdera', fr."ApSr)pa (pi.), 'Abdera',

a town proverbial for the stupidity of its in-

habitants. For sense development cp. Gotha-

mite. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

alidest, n., the Mohammedan rite of washing the

hands before prayer. — Pers. dbddst, lit. 'water

for the hand', fr. db, 'water', and ddst, 'hand'.

Pers. db, 'water', is rel. to Avestic dp-, OI. dpah

(fem. pi.), 'water'; see amnic and cp. the iirst

element in abkari and the second element in

doab and in julep. Pers. ddst, 'hand', is rel. to

Avestic zasta, 'hand', fr. I.-E. base *ghoslo-,

whence also OI. hdstah, 'hand'. See hasta and

cp. Iiath.

abdicate, tr. v. — L. abdicdtus, pp. of abdicdre,

'to renounce, resign, abdicate', fr. ab- and di-

cdre, 'to proclaim, dedicate, consecrate, devote',

which is related to dlcere, 'to say, tell'. See dic-

tion and verbal suff. -ate and cp. dedicate, in-

dicate.

abdication, n. — L. abdicdtid, gen. -onis, 'renun-

ciation, abdication', from abdicdtus pp. of ab-

dicdre. See prec. word and -ion.

abdomen, n., the belly. — L. abdomen (later also

abdumen), 'the lower part of the belly, paunch,

abdomen', which prob. meant orig. 'the hidden

part of the body', and stands for *abdemen, a

derivative of abdo, abdere, 'to hide', which is

formed from ab-, and -dere (used only in com-

pounds), fr. I.-E. base *dhe-, *dli'-, 'to put,

place' ; see do and cp. words there referred to.

See Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I., p.3.

abdominal, adj., pertaining to the abdomen. —
Medical L. abdomindlis, fr. L. abdomen, gen.

abdominis. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: abdominal, n., abdominally, adv.

abdomino-, combining form denoting the ab-

domen. — Fr. L. abdomen, gen. abdominis. See

abdomen.

abduce, tr. v., to draw away. — L. abducere, 'to

lead away'. See next word.

abducent, adj., drawing back or away (said of the

muscles); the opposite of adducent. — L. abdu-

cens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of abducere, 'to lead

away', fr. ab-, and ducere, 'to lead'. See duke

and -ent.

abduct, tr. v., to kidnap. — L. abductus, pp. of

abducere, 'to lead away'. See prec. word.

abduction, n. — L. abductid, gen. -idnis 'a leading

away', fr. abductus, pp. of abducere, 'to lead

away'. See prec. word and -ion. As a term of

logic, L. abductid is a loan translation of Gk.

inoLfarh, 'a shifting (of the argument)', ht. 'a

leading away*, used to denote a syllogism whose

major premise is certain, but whose minor pre-

mise is only probable.

abiogenesis

abductor, n. (anat.) — Medical L., name of a

muscle, lit. 'that which leads away', fr. L. ab-

ductus, pp. of abducere, 'to lead away'. See ab-

duct and agential suff. -or.

abeam, adv., at right angles to the keel (naut.) —
Lit. 'on the beam', fr. a-, 'on', and beam,

abecedarian, adj., elementary, rudimentary. —
ML. abeceddrius, 'pertaining to the alphabet',

a word formed from the names of the first fdiir

letters of the alphabet. For the ending see suff.

-arian.

abecedarium, n., an ABC book. — ML., prop,

neut. of the adjective abeceddrius, used as a

noun. See prec. word.

abed, adv., in bed {archaic). — Formed fr. a-,

'on', and bed.

Abel, masc. PN. ; in the Bible, the second son of

Adam and Eve. — L., fr. Gk. "ApeX, fr. Heb.

Hebhel, lit. 'breath, vanity'.

abele, n., the white poplar. — Du. abeel, fr. OF.

aubel, albel, fr. VL. *albellus, 'whitish', dimin.

of albulus, which itself is dimin. of albus,

'white'. See alb.

Abelmoschus, n., a genus of plants of the mallow

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Arab, habb-al-musk,

in vulgar pronunciation habb-el-mosk, lit. 'grain

of musk'. See hubba and musk,

abelmosk, n., a plant of the mallow family. —
Fr. prec. word.

Abeona, also Adeona, n., the goddess watching

over the first departure of children from the

house (Roman mythol.) — L. Abeona, Adeona,

formed on analogy of mdtrdna, 'matron', from

the stem of abire, 'to go away', resp. of adire,

'to approach'. See abiturient, resp. adit,

aberdevine, n., the siskin. — Ofunknown origin,

aberrance, aberrancy, n. — L. aberrantia, fr. aber-

rdns, gen. aberrantis. See aberrant and -ce, resp.

-cy.

aberrant, adj., deviating from what is normal. —

•

L. aberrans, gen. -antis, pres. part, of aberrdre,

'to wander away, go astray', fr. ab- and errare,

'to wander, stray about'. See err and -ant.

berration, n., — L. aberrdtio, gen. -onis, 'a wan-

dering', fr. aberrdt-{um), pp. stem of aberrdre.

See prec. word and -ation.

Derivative: aberration-al, adj.

•bet, tr. V. — ME. abetten, fr. OF. abeter, 'to

bait', lit. 'to cause to bite', fr. a- (fr. L. ad, 'to')

ad OF beter, 'to bait', which is of Teut. origin;

cp. ON. beita, 'to cause to bite', bita, OE. bitan,

to bite'. See ad- and bait, bite, and cp. bet
DMivatives

: abet-ment, abett-al, abett-er, abett-

or, nouns.

beto, n., the fir tree called Abies religiosa.— Sp.,

fr. L. abies, gen. abietis, 'the silver fir'. See Abies.

'SJ^BW, n., temporary inactivity. — AF. a-

beianee, 'suspension', formed fr. a- (fr. L. ad, 'to',

»ec «d-), and OF. beer (F. bayer), 'to gape', fr.

L. batare 'to gape'. See bay, 'part in the wall',

Md cp. words there referred to.

tr. V. — L. abhorrlre, 'to shrink away

from', fr. ab- and horrere, 'to bristle, shudder'.

See horror.

abhorrence, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -ce.

abhorrent, adj. — L. abhorrens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of abhorrere, 'to shrink away from'. See

abhor and -ent.

Derivative: abhorrent-ly, adv.

abide, intr. and tr. v. — OE. dbldan, formed fr.

intensive pref. a- and bidan, 'to remain, await'.

See bide.

Derivatives: abid-ing, adj., abid-ing-ly, adv.

Abies, n., a genus of trees, the true fir (bot.) —
L. abies, 'silver fir', cogn. with Gk. S^iv (ace.),

'silver fir', 'A^iyd), name of Southern Russia,

lit. 'a region of firs'. Cp. abeto.

abietic, adj., pertaining to the crystalline acid

CmHmOj (chem.) — Formed with suff. -ic fr.

L. abies, gen. abietis, 'silver fir'. See prec. word.

Abigail, fem. PN. ; in the Bible, the wife of Nabal,

later of David. — Heb. Abhigdyil, lit. 'my father

is rejoicing', fr. dbh, 'father' and gll, 'to rejoice'.

For the first element see Aboth. The second ele-

ment is rel. to Arab, jdla, 'he went round' and

to Heb. gdldl, 'he rolled, unfolded' ; see gelilah.

The use of the name in the sense of 'waiting

maid' is due to thepassage in I Sam. 25 : 35, where

Abigail calls herself a 'handmaid'.

abigeat, n., cattle stealing {civil law). — L. abi-

gedtus, fr. abigeus, 'cattle stealer', fr. abigere,

'to drive away', fr. ab- and agere, 'to drive' ; see

agent. The change of Latin df (in dgere) to ('(in ab-

igere) is due to the Latin phonetic law according

to which in the unaccented open radical syllable

of the second element of compounds, original

d becomes i. Cp. accident, adhibit, ambiguous,

ancipital, anticipate, artifice, comfit, conceive,

consilient, constitute, contiguous, council, de-

ceive, deciduous, deficient, delicious, delitescent,

desipient, destine, destitute, difficulty, disciple,

dissilient, efficient, elicit, exhibit, Illicium, inci-

dent, incipient, inhibit, inimical, institute, insipid,

insipient, irritate, 'to make null and void', navi-

gate, obstinate, accident, occiput, office, partici-

pate,precipice,prodigal,proficient, prohibit, pros-

titute, receive, recidivist, resilient, resipiscence,

restitute, reticent, substitute, superficies, super-

stition, supplicate, transilient.

ability, n. — ME. abilite, fr. OF. ablete, habilite

(F. habilite), fr. L. habilitdtem, ace. of habililds,

'aptitude, ability', fr. habilis, 'that may be easily

handled or managed, suitable, fit, proper'. See

able and -ity.

-ability, subst. suff. expressing ability, capacity,

fitmss. — L. -abilitds, forming nouns from ad-

jectives ending in -dbilis. See -able and -ity and

cp. -ibility.

abio-, combining form meaning 'without life*. —
Fr. Gk. Spioq, 'without life', fr. a- (see priv.

pref. a-) and pioi;, 'life'. See bio-,

abiogenesls, n. supposed production of living or-

ganisms from unliving matter; spontaneous



abiogenetic

generation. — Coined by the English biologist

Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-95) in 1870 fr-

Gk. a|iio<;, 'without life', and yhemi, 'origin,

source'. See abio- and genesis and cp. bio-

genesis,

abiogenetic, adj., pertaining to abiogenesis.— See

prec. word and genetic and cp. biogenetic.

Derivative: abiogenetic-al-ly, adv.

abiogenist, n., one who believes in spontaneous

generation. — See abiogenesis and -ist.

abiotropliy, n., loss of vitality (med.) — Coined

by the English neurologist Sir William Richard

Gowers (1845-1915) fr. Glc. a^toi;, 'without

life', and -Tpoipta, fr. Tpoipif], 'nourishment'.

See abio- and -trophy.

Derivative: abiotroph-ic, adj.

abiturient, n., one who is preparing for the final

examination of a high school. — G., fr. ModL.

abituriens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of abiturlre,

'to wish to leave', a desiderative verb formed fr.

L. abed, abire (neut. pp. abitum), 'to go away,

leave', fr. ab- and eo, ire, 'to go'. See itinerate

and cp. Abeona. For the Latin desiderative suff.

-urire cp. esurient, micturition, parturient, vomi-

turition. For the ending see suff. -ent.

abject, adj., i) miserable; 2) contemptible. — L.

abjectus, pp. of abicere (less correctly abjicere),

'to throw away', fr. ab- and jacere (pp. jactus),

'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth'. For the change

of Latin d(injactus) to e (in ab-Jectus),see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: abjection (q.v.), abject-ly, adv.,

abject-ness, n.

abjection, n., the state of being abject (rare). —
F., fr. L. abjectionem, ace. oiabjectio, 'dejection,

despondency', lit. 'a throwing away', fr. abjectus

pp. of abicere. See prec. word and -ion and cp.

dejection, ejection, projection,

abjuration, n.— L. abjQrdtio, 'a denying on oath',

fr. abjuratus, pp. of abjUrdre. See next word and

-ation.

abjure, tr. v., i) to renounce on oath; 2) to re-

cant. — L. abjQrdre, 'to deny on oath', fr. ab-

and jUs, gen. jUris, 'right'. See jury.

Derivatives: abjure-ment, n., abjur-er, n.

abltari, n., the sale of intoxicating drinks; the

excise duty on such sale (India). — Pers. dbkdri,

'business of distilling', fr. dbkdr, 'a distiller', fr.

db, 'water', and kdr, 'doer, maker'. For the first

element see abdest-The second element is related

to Avestic kar-, 'to make', k'r'naoiti,OL karoti,

krnSti, 'makes', fr. L-E. base *q"'er-, 'to make,

form'. See corpus and cp. the second element in

Sanskrit and words there referred to.

ablactate, tr. v., to wean. — L. ablactdtus, pp. of

ablactdre, 'to wean', fr. ab- and lactdre. See

lactate.

ablactation, n. — L. ablactdtio, gen. -dnis, 'the act

of weaning', fr. ablactdtus, pp. oi ablactdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

ablation, n., removal. — L. ablatio, gen. -dnis, 'a

taking away*, fr. abldtus (used as pp. otauferre.

'to carry or take away'), fr. ab- and Idtus (used

as pp. of ferre, 'to bear, carry'), which stands

for *tldtos, fr. *?/-, zero degree of I.-E. base

*tel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry', whence L. tollere,

'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to bear, support'.

See tolerate and cp. collate and words there re-

ferred to. For the ending see suff. -ion.

ablative, adj. and n. — L. (casus) abldtivus, coin-

ed by Quintilian from the pp. abldtus, 'taken

away', to denote the case expressing direction

from a place or time. Cp. F. ablatifand see prec.

word and -Ive.

Derivatives: ablativ-al, adj., ablative-ly, adv.

ablaut, n., vowel gradation. — G. Ablaut, lit.

'off sound', coined by J.P.Zweigel in 1568 fr.

ab, 'off' (which is rel. to OE. of, 'from, of, off'),

and fr. Laut, 'sound, tone' (which is rel. to G.

laut, 'loud'), and popularized by Jacob Grimm.

See of and loud and cp. aniaut, inlaut, auslaut,

umlaut.

ablaze, adv. jmd adj. — Formed fr. pref. a-, 'on',

and blaze,

able, adj. — ME., fr. OF. able (F. habile), fr. L.

habilis, 'that which may be easily handled or

managed, suitable, fit, proper', fr. habere, 'to

have'. See habit and cp. ability. Cp. also habile,

which is a doublet of able.

Derivatives: able-ness, n., abl-y, adv.

-able, suff. expressing ability, capacity, fitness. —
F., fr. L. -abilis, fr. a, stem vowel of verbs of the

I St conjugation, and -bilis. See -ble and cp.

-ible. It soon became a living suffix, because of

its supposed connection with the adjective able

(fr. L. habilis, 'handy'), with which it has noth-

ing to do.

Ab1ephanis,n., a genus of lizards (zool.)— ModL.

formed fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk. pXecpapov,

'eyelid'. See blepharo- and cp. next word.

ablepsia, n., blindness. — L., fr. Gk. apXei^ta,

'blindness', lit. 'lack of sight', fr. a- (see priv.

pref. a-) and (iX^Treiv, 'to see'. Cp. pXc9apoM,

'eyelid', and see blepharo-. For the ending see

suff. -ia.

aUet, n., the bleak (a small water fish). — F.

ablette, dimin. formed fr. able (masc), fr. L.

albulus, 'whitish', dimin. of albus, 'white'. See

alb.

ablution, n., a washing, esp. as a ritual. — L. ab-

latio, gen. -dnis, 'a washing, cleansing', fr. ab-

latus, pp. of abluere, 'to wash off', fr. ab- and

luere, 'to wash', which is rel. to lavdre, 'to wash'.

See lave and -ion.

Derivative: ablution-ary, adj.

abnegate, tr. v., to deny, give up. — L. abnegdtus,

pp. of abnegdre, 'to refuse, deny', fr. ab- and

negdre, 'to say no, deny'. See negate,

abnegation, n. — L. abnegdtid, gen. -dnis, 're-

fusal, denial', fr. L. abnegdtus, pp. of abnegdre.

See prec. word and negation.

Abner, n., masc. PN.; in the Bible, commander

of Saul.— Heb. Abhnir, lit. 'my father is light',

fr. abh, 'father', and net, 'light*; cp. the Baby-

about

Ionian PN. Abundri. For the first element see

Aboth, for the second see Menorab.

abnormal, adj. —-A blend of L. abndrmis and

ML. andrmdtis, this latter itself being a blend

of L. andmalus and normdlis. See anomalous and

norm and cp. anormal.

Derivatives: abnormal-ity, n., abnormal-ly, adv.,

abnormal-ness, n.

abnormity, n. — L. abndrmitds, formed with suff.

-itds fr. abndrmis. See prec. word and -ity.

aboard, adv. and prep. — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and board.

Abobra, n., a genus of plants of the gourd family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Port, abobora, abobra,

'gourd', fr. L. apopores, apoperes (see Isidorus,

XVII, 10, 16), from a Hispanic language.

abodah, n., i) service in the Temple in Jerusalem

;

2) liturgy; 3) name of the seventeenth bene-

diction of the Shemoneh Esreh, containing the

prayer for the restoration of the Temple (Jewish

liturgy). — Heb. 'abhddhd", 'service', fr. 'db-

hddh, 'he served, worshiped', which is rel. to

Aram.-Syr. 'dbhddh, Arab, 'dbada, 'he served,

worshiped', Dgar. 'bd, 'to serve, worship', and

to Heb. 'ebhedh, Aram, ^abhdd, 'slave, servant,

worshiper', Arab, 'abd, 'slave, worshiper'. Cp.

Obadiah, Obed.

abode, n., dwelling place. — Formed from the

past tense of abide. See next word.

abode, v., past tense of abide. — ME. abood, fr.

OE. abdd, past tense of abidan. See abide and

cp. prec. word.

abolish, tr. v. — F. aboliss-, pres. part, stem of

abolir, 'to abolish, suppress', fr. L. abolere, 'to

destroy, efface, abolish', prob. a back forma-
tion fr. aboleScere, 'to decay gradually, vanish,

cease', which was prob. formed as the antonym
of adolescere, 'to grow up, grow', a verb

dissimilated fr. orig. *ad-alescere, lit. 'to grow
forward', fr. ad- and alescere, 'to grow up, in-

crease', fr. alere, 'to grow'. See ab-, adolescent

and verbal suff. -ish. The change of conjugation

in F. abolir and the related It. abolire, Sp. abolir,

all verbs of the 4th conjugation (fr. L. abolere,

a verb of the 2nd conjugation), is due to the

influence of the noun abolitid, 'abolition' (fr.

abolere), which was mistaken for a derivative of
the (non-extant) Latin verb *abolire. Cp. abo-
lition.

E>erivatives: abolish-er, n., abolish-ment, n.
abotition, n. _ p., fr. L. abolitidnem, ace. oi abo-
litid, 'abolition', formed with sulT. -ion fr. abo-
fiti", pp. of abolere, 'to destroy, efface, abolish'.
See prec. word.
Derivatives: abolition ary, adj., abolition-ism, n,

oboliiion-ist, n.

•"•Ila, n., a thick woolen cloak. — L., of Sicilian
origin. Cp. the Sicilian town *Ap6XXa (now
called Avola).

•"••Msum, n., the fourth stomach of a ruminant
(anat.) — ModL., fr. ab- and L. omasum,
'bullock's tripe*. See omasum.

abominable, adj. — F. abominable, fr. L. abdmi-

ndbilis, 'deserving imprecation, abominable'.

See next word and -able.

Derivatives: abominab-ly, adv., abominable-

ness, n.

abominate, tr. v., to loathe, abhor. — L. abdmi-

ndtus, pp. of abdmindri, 'to deprecate as an ill

omen; to detest, abominate', fr. ab- and omen,

gen. ominis, 'a foreboding, sign, token, omen'.

See omen and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: abominate, abominated, adjs.

abomination, n. — F., fr. L. abdmindtidnem, ace.

of abdmindtid, 'abomination', fr. abdmindtus,

pp. of abdmindri. See prec. word and -ion.

aboriginal, adj. and n. — See ijext word.

Derivatives: aboriginal-ly, adv., aboriginal-i-

ty, n.

Aborigines, n. pL, the first inhabitants of a coun-

try; natives. — L. Aborigines, 'ancestors', name
of the primeval Romans; formed from the

words 'ab origine', 'from the origin', fr. ab,

'from' (see ab-), and origine, abl. of orlgd, 'ori-

gin'. See original.

abort, intr. v., to miscarry. — L. abortdre, 'to

miscarry', freq. of aboriri (pp. abortus), 'to dis-

appear; to miscarry', fr. ab- and oriri, 'to rise,

be born'. See orient.

abort, n., miscarriage. — L. abortus, 'miscarriage,

abortion', fr. abortus, pp. of aboriri. Sec abort, v.

abortifacient, adj. and n., (anything) producing

abortion. — See prec. word and -facient.

abortion, n., miscarriage.— L. abortid, gen. -dnis,

'miscarriage, abortion', fr. abortus, pp. of abo-

riri. See abort, v., and -ion.

Derivatives: abortion-al, adj., abortion-ist, n.

abortive, adj., 1) born prematurely; 2) unsuccess-

ful. — L. abortivus, 'pertaining to miscarriage',

fr. abortus, pp. of aboriri. See abort, v., and -ive.

Derivatives: abortive-ly, adj., abortive-ness, n.

Aboth, also Abot, n., i)the Mishnah treatise also

called Pirke Aboth or The Ethics of the Fathers;

2) name of the first benediction of the Shemoneh

Esreh (Jewish liturgy). — Heb. AbhSth, pi. of

dbh, 'father', rel. to Aram, dbh (absolute state),

abbd (emphatic state), Ugar. 'b, Arab, ab,

Ethiop. ab, 'father' ; of uncertain origin, possibly

traceable to *ab(a), a child's word for father.

Cp. the first element in Abraham, Abner, Absa-

lom, Abigail, and the second element in Joab,

Moab, Barabbas. Cp. also abbot and words

there referred to. Cp. also borage.

abound, intr. v. — ME. abounden, fr. OF, (= F.)

abonder, fr. L. abunddre, 'to overflow; to a-

bound', fr. ab- and undo, 'wave'. See undate and

cp. redound, surround. Derivatives: abound-er,

n., abound-ing, adj., abound-ing-ly, adv.

about, adv. — ME. abuten, abouten, aboute, fr.

OE. abdtan, onbdtan, 'on the outside of, formed

fr. a-, 'on', and bUtan, 'outside', which itself is

formed fr. be, 'by', and dtan, 'outside', fr. dt,

'out'. See by and out and cp, but.

Derivative: about, prep.



above

above, adv. — ME. aboven, fr. OE. abufan, form-

ed fr. a-, 'on', and bufan, 'above', which itself

is formed fr. be, 'by' (see by), and ufan, 'up-

ward, above'; cp. OE. ofer, 'over' which is the

compar. of ufan, and see over. Cp. also about.

Derivatives: above, prep, and adj.

abracadabra, n., a magic formula. — Late L., fr.

Gk. dppaCiiSaPpa, in which word the letter c =

s was misread for k. It was originally written

as a magic formula on Abraxas Stones, whence

its name. See abraxas,

abrade, tr. v., to scrape off. — L. abrddere, 'to

scrape off', fr. ab-, and rddere, 'to scrape off,

to shave'. See raze and cp. abrase.

Abraham, masc. PN. ; in the Bible, the first of the

patriarchs and father of the Hebrew nation. —
Heb. Abhrdhdm, lit. 'father of the multitude',

compounded of dbh, 'father', and *rdhdm,

'multitude', which is rel. to Arab, ruhim, of

s.m.; see Gen. 17: 5. See Aboth and cp. next

word.

Abram, masc. PN.; in the Bible, former name of

Abraham. — Heb. Abhrim, compounded of

dft/i, 'father', and ram, 'high, exalted', which is

prop. part, of rum, 'to be high, to be exalted'.

For the first element see Aboth and cp. Abra-

ham. From the second element derive ram^,

'height' (prop. fem. part, of runi), romdm, 'ex-

tolling, praise; song of praise', mdrdm, 'height',

I'riimd'^, 'contribution, offering (for sacred

use)', lit. 'something lifted up, something sep-

arated'. Cp. Aram.-Syr. ram, 'was high', Arab.

rdma prop, 'he rose', hence 'he strove for', and,

in Zanzibar and Oman, 'he was able to'. Cp.

the second element in Hhnm.
Abramis, n., a genus of fishes (ichthyol)

—

ModL.,

fr. Gk. appaixt?, 'bream', fr. Egyptian rem,

•fish'.

abranchiate, adj., having no gills. — Formed fr.

priv. pref. a- and branchiate.

Derivative : abranchiate, n.

abrase, tr. v., to abrade. — L. abrdsus, pp. of

abrddere, 'to scrape off'. See abrade,

abrasion, n. — Formed with suff. -ion fr. L.

abrdsus, pp. of abrddere. See prec. word.

abrasive, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -ive

fr. L. abrdsus, pp. of abrddere. See abrade,

abraxas, n., a mystical word used as a charnL —
Gk. 'APpi^o?, according to Irenaeus (in Adver-

sus haereses I, c. 23 and 24) a word formed from

the Greek letters a, p, p, a, I, x, a, whose numer-

ical value amounts to 365 (a = i, P = 2,

p = 100, a = I, C = 60, a = I, a = 200), cor-

responding to the number of aeons in Basilidian

gnosticism and to the number of days in a year.

It is more probable, however, that the word

abraxas is an acrostic formed from the initials

of certain consecutive Hebrew words. Cp. abra-

cadabra.

abreast, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on*, and breast

atMOToir, n., an interstice between stones {ma-

sonry). — P., lit. 'a watering trough', fr. abreu-

ver, 'to give drink to (animals)', fr. OF. abevrer,

abrever, fr. VL. *abbiberdre, fr. ad- and L.

bibere, 'to drink'. See beverage, and cp. It. abbe-

verare. Proven?., Catal. abeurar, Sp., Port, abre-

var, which all derive fr. VL. *abbiberdre.

abridge, tr. v. — ME. abregen, fr. OF. abregier,

abreger (F. abreger), 'to shorten', fr. L. abbre-

vidre, fr. ad- and brevidre, 'to shorten', fr. brevis,

'short'. See brief, adj., and cp. abbreviate, which

is a doublet of abridge.

Derivatives: abridg-ed, adj., abridg-ed-ly, adv.,

abridg-er, n., abridgment (q.v.)

abridgment, abridgement, n. — OF. abregement

(F. abregement), fr. abregier. See abridge and

-ment.

abrin, n., a toxic albumin {biochem.).— Formed

with chem. suff. -in fr. Abrus; so called because

it is foimd in the shrub Abrus precatorius.

abroach, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and broach.

abroad, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and broad.

abrogate, tr. v., to annul, repeal. — L. abrogdtus,

pp. of abrogdre, 'to annul, to repeal (a law)', fr.

ab- and rogdre, 'to ask; to ask the people about

a law, to propose a law'. See rogation and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: abrogation (q.v.), abrogat-ive, adj.,

abrogat-or, n.

abrogation, n. — L. abrogdtid, gen. -dnis, 'repeal

of a law', fr. abrogdtus, pp. of abrogdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

Abroma, n., a genus of plants of the chocolate

family {bot.). — ModL., formed fr. priv. pref.

a- and Gk. Ppoi[i.a, 'food'. See broma.

Abronia, n., a genus of plants of the four-o'clock

family (bot.) — ModL., for *Habronia, fr. Gk.

app6<;. See Abrus.

abrotanum, n., southernwood. — ML., fr. L.

abrotonum, fr. Gk. dcPpdrovov, 'wormwood',

aPp6-vovov Sppcv, 'southernwood', which is of

unknown origin.

abrupt, adj. — L. abruptus, pp. of abrumpere, 'to

break off', fr. ab- and rumpere, 'to break'. See

rupture.

Derivatives: abrupt-ed-ly, abrupt-ly, advs., ab-

Tupt-ness, n.

Abms, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

{hot) — ModL., for *Habrus, fr. Gk. app6i;,

'graceful, delicate*. See habro-.

Absalom, masc. PN.; in the Bible, King David's

son; fig. a favorite son. — Heb. AbhshdlSm, lit.

'father is peace', fr. dbh, 'father', and shdidm,

'peace*. See Abofli and shalom.

abscess, n., a swelling in body tissues (med.). —
L. abscessus, 'a going away, departure, abscess',

fr. abcedere, 'to go away', fr. abs-, ab-, 'avray

from, from', and cedere, 'to go*. See ab- and

cede and cp. cease.

Derivative: abscess-ed, adj.

absdnd, tt. v.. to cut off (obsol.)— L. abscindere,

'to cut off', fr. ab- and scindere, perf. sciti, pp.

scissus (for •scid-tos), 'to cut, split'. See died,

and q>.

abstinent

atiscissa, n. (math.) — L. (lined) abscissa, lit. '(a

line) cut off', fem. pp. of abscindere, 'to tear

away; to cut off'. (The abscissa of a point P is

the portion of the x axis cut off by the line

drawn through P parallel to the y axis.) See

prec. word.

abscission, n., the act of cutting off. — L. ab-

scissid, gen. -dnis, 'a cutting off', fr. abscissus, pp.

of abscindere. See abscind and -ion.

abscond, intr. v., to depart suddenly and secret-

ly. — L. abscondere, 'to hide, conceal', fr. abs-,

ab-, 'away from, from' (see ab-) and condere, 'to

put together, hide', fr. con-, 'together' (see con-),

and -dere (used only in compounds), fr. I.-E.

base *dhe-, *dh^-, *dhd-, 'to place, put, make',

whence also Gk. Tidivai, 'to place', L.facere,

'to make, do', OE. don, 'to do'. See do, v., and

cp. fact, theme. Cp. also Consus, recondite,

sconce, 'metal bracket', scoundrel.

Derivative: abscond-er, n.

absence, n. — F., fr. L. absentia, fr. absens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of abesse, 'to be away from,

be absent'. See absent and -ce.

absent, adj. — F., fr. L. absentem, ace. of absens,

pres. part, of abesse, 'to be away from, be ab-

sent', fr. ab- and esse, 'to be'. See esse and -ent

and cp. sans, senza. Cp. also present, adj.

Derivatives : aijen/, v. (q.v.), absent-ly, adv., ab-

sent-ness, n., absent-ation, n., absent-ee, n., ab-

sent-ee-ism n., absent-er, n., absent-ly, adv.,

absent-ness, n.

absent, tr. v., to keep (oneself) away. — F. ab-

senter, fr. L. absentdre, 'to cause one to be ab-

sent', fr. absens, gen. absentis. See absent, adj.

absinth, absinthe, n., wormwood. — F. absinthe,

fr. Gk. a();tv&tov, 'wormwood', which is of

OPers. origin; cp. ModPers. dspdnd, sipdnd,

of s.m.

absolute, adj. — L. absoldtus, pp. oi absolvere, 'to

loosen, set free'. See absolve and cp. consolute,

dissolute, resolute.

Derivatives: absolute, n., absolute-ly, adv., ab-

solule-ness, n.

absolution, n. — OF. (= F.) absolution, fr. L. ab-

solutionem, ace. of absoldtio, 'an acquittal', fr.

absolutus. See prec. word and -ion.

absolutism, n. — Formed with suff. -ism fr. L.

absolutus. See absolute.

Jisolutist, n. — Formed with suff. -ist fr. L. ab-
*oluius. See absolute.

abMlve, tr. V. — L. absolvere, 'to set free', fr.

•b- and solvere, 'to loosen, set free'. See solve

and cp. assoil. Cp. also dissolve, resolve.

WMrb, tr. V. — L. absorbere, 'to swallow up',
". ab- and sorbere, 'to suck in, swallow up',

which is cogn. with Arm. arbi (from. *srbh-),
I drank, Gk. poipeiv (for 'apocpeTv), 'to sup
«P', Alb. gerp (for *serbhd-), 'I sip', OSlav.
^iibati, Lith. surbiu, surbti, sribiCt, srebti, 'to

y* • Mir. srub, 'snout'. Cp. absorption, resorfo,

*, v., and the second element in Sangoi-
nrba.

Derivatives: absorb-ed, adj. absorb-ed-ly, adv.,

absorb-ed-ness, n., absorbent (q.v.), absorb-ing,

adj., absorb-ing-ly, adv.

absorbefacient, adj., tending to promote absorp-

tion. — Compounded of L. absorbere, 'to swal-

low up', and faciens, gen. -entis, 'to make, do'.

For the first element see absorb, for the second

see -faclent, for the ending see suff. -ent. Cp.

sorbefacient.

absorbency, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -cy.

absorbent, adj. — L. absorbens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of absorbere. See absorb and -ent.

absorption, n. — L. absorptid, gen. -dnis, fr. ab-

sorptus, pp. of absorbere. See absorb and -ion.

abstain, intr. v. — ME. absteynen, fr. OF. as-

tenir, fr. VL. *abstenlre, corresponding to L.

abstinere, 'to abstain', which is formed fr. abs,

ab, 'away from, from' (see ab-), and tenere, 'to

hold'. See tenable and cp. appertain, contain,

detain, entertain, maintain, obtain, pertain, re-

tain, sustain. Cp. also abstention, abstinence.

The ME. and E. forms have been refashioned

after L. abstinere.

Derivatives: abstain-er, n., abstain-ment, n.

abstemious, adj., moderate in eating and drink-

ing. — L. abstemius, 'sober, temperate', fr. abs,

ab, 'away from, from' (see ab-), and the stem

of temetum, 'intoxicating drink, mead, wine",

which is rel. to temulentus, 'drunken'. See te-

mulent. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

Derivatives; abstemious-ly, adv., abstemious-

ness, n.

abstention, n. — F., fr. L. abstentionem, ace. of

abstentid, 'the act of retaining', fr. abstentus, pp.

of abstinere. See abstain and -ion.

absto^e, tr. v., i) to wipe away, cleanse; 2) to

purge.— F. absterger, fr. L. abstergere, 'to wipe

away', fr. abs-, ab-, 'away from, from' (see ab-),

and tergere, 'to rub, wipe off'. See terse and cp.

words there referred to.

abstergent, adj., cleansing; n., a cleansing sub-

stance.— F. abstergent, fr. L. abstergentem, ace.

oiabstergens, pres. part, of abstergere. See prec.

word and -ent.

abstersion, n., a cleansing. — F. fr. L. abstersus,

pp. of abstergere. See absterge and -ion.

abstersive, adj., cleansing. — F. abstersif (fem.

abstersive), fr. L. abstersus, pp. of abstergere.

See absterge and -ive.

Derivative: abstersive-ness, n.

abstinence, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. abstinentia,

fr. abstinens, gen. -entis. See next word and -ce.

abstinent, adj. and n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. absti-

nentem, ace. of abstinens, pres. part, of absti-

nere, 'to refrain from'. See abstain and -ent. The

change of"Latin e (in tenere) to i (in abs-tinere)

is due to the Latin phonetic law according to

which in the unaccented open radical syllable of

the second element of compounds, original e

becomes i. Cp. assiduous, continent, continuous.



abstract

corrigendum, diligent, dimidiate, eligible, indi

gent, insidious, pertinacious, reside.

Derivative: abstinent-ial, adj.

abstract, adj. — L. abstractus, pp. of abstrahere,^

'to draw away', fr. abs-, ab-, 'away from, from'

(see ab-), and trahere 'to draw'. See tract,

'region'.

Derivative : abstract, n.

abstract, tr. and intr. v. — L. abstractus, pp. of

abstrahere. See prec. word and cp. the verbs

contract, detract, distract, protract, subtract.

Derivatives: abstract-ed, adj., abstract-ed-ly,

adv., abstract-ed-ness, n., abstract-er, n., ab-

straction (q.v.)

abstraction, n. — F., fr. L. abstractionem, ace. of

abstractio, fr. abstractus, pp. of abstrahere. See

abstract, adj., and -ion.

Derivative: abstraction-al, adj.

abstruse, adj., difficult, obscure. — L. abstrusus,

pp. of abstrudere, 'to thrust away, conceal', fr.

abs-, ab-, 'away from, from' (see ab-), and tru-

dere, 'to thrust, push, shove', which derives fr.

I.-E. base *treud-, 'to press, push', whence also

Goth, us-priutan, 'to vex', OE. preatian, 'to

press, afflict, threaten'. See threat and cp. in-

trude and words there referred to.

Derivatives: abstruse-ly, adv., abstruse-ness, n.

absurd, adj. — F. absurde, fr. L. absurdus, 'out

of tune, harsh, rough, incongruous, absurd',

formed fr. ab- and a derivative of the I.-E. base

*swer-, *sur-, 'to sound'. See swarm and cp. surd.

Derivatives: absurdity (q.v.), absurd-ly, adv.,

absurd-ness, n.

absurdity, n. — F. absurdite, fr. L. absurditatem,

ace. of absurditas, 'dissonance, incongruity',

fr. absurdus. See prec. word and -ity.

abulia, n., loss of will power (piycAo/.)— Medical

L., formed fr. priv. pref. a-, the stem of Gk.

^o'jXsa&ai, 'to will', and suff. -ia. See boule,

'senate', and cp. Gk. a'^o-StJ.oi, 'iU-advisedness'.

abuna, n., the patriarch of the Abyssinian

Church. — Ethiop. abUnd, 'our father', fr. ab,

'father', which is rel. to Heb. dbh, 'father'. See

Aboth and cp. abbot and words there referred to.

abundance, also abundancy, n. — ME., fr. OF.

abundance, abondance (F. abandonee), fr. L.

abundanlia, 'abundance, plenty, fullness', fr.

abunddns, gen. antis. See next word and -ce,

resp. -cy.

abundant, adj.— ME. fr. OF. abundant, abondant

(F. abondant), fr. L. abundanlem, ace. of abun-

ddns, 'abounding', pres. part, of abunddre. See

abound and -ant.

Derivative: abundant-ly, adv.

abuse, tr. v. — F. abuser, fr. L. abusus, pp. of

abati, 'to make use of (for any purpose), to mis-

use, abuse', fr. ab- and Citl, 'to use'. See use, v.,

and cp. usurp.

Derivatives: abuse-ee, n., abus-er, n., abusive

(q.v.)
^ ^

abuse, n. — F. abus, fr. L. abusus, fr. abusus, pp.

of abatJ. See prec. word.
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abusive, adj. — F. abusif (fem. abusive), fr. L.

abusivus, fr. abdsus, pp. of abHti. See abuse, v.,

and -ive.

Derivatives: abusive-ly, adv. abusive-ness, n.

abut, intr. v. — OF. abouter, 'to touch by the

end', border on' (whence F. abouter, 'to join end

to end'), formed fr. a, 'to' (fr. L. ad; see ad-),

and bout, 'end'. See butt, 'the thicker end of

anything'.

Derivatives : a6«/-me«/, n., abutt-al, n., abutt-er,

n., abutt-ing, adj.

Abutilon, n., a genus of plants of the mallow

family {bot.) — ModL., fr. Arab, aubutilan, a

name coined by the Arab philosopher Avicenna

(= Ibn-Sina).

abysm, n., poetic for abyss. — OF. abisme (F.

abime), fr. Eccles. L. *abismus (whence also

OProvenf. abisme, Sp. and Port, abismo), form-

ed on analogy of words ending in -ismus (fr. Gk.

-t<j[i.6(;; see -ism), fr. L. abyssus. See abyss.

Derivative: abysm-al, adj.

abyss, n. — L. abyssus, 'bottomless pit', fr. Gk

apuacjoi; (scil. Xtfivr]), 'bottomless, unfath-

omed (pool)', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and

puCToA?, 'depth, bottom', which is related to

|iu»6i;, of s.m. Cp. abysm.

Derivative: abyss-al, adj.

Abyssinia, n.— ModL. Abyssinia, Latinized form

of Arab, ftdbasha", 'Abyssinia'. Cp. bubshi.

Derivatives: Abyssini-an, adj. and n.

ac-, assimilated form of ad- before c and g.

-ac, suff., corresponding in meaning to suff. -ic.

— Fr. F. -ague, or directly fr. L. -acus, fr. Gk.

-axo?. ,- , u u
acacia, n. — L. acacia, fr. Gk. axocKia, shittah

tree', which, like axaxaXk, 'gall of the Oriental

tamarisk', is of foreign, prob. Egyptian origin.

Both dxaxia and axaxaXiQ were prob. influenced

in form by axav,9^a, 'thorn, prickle', and other

Greek derivatives of L-E. base *ak-, 'sharp'.

academe, n. academy (poetic). — See academy,

academic, adj. — L. academicus, fr. academia.

See academy and -ic.

Derivatives: academic-al, adj., academic-al-ly,

adv.

academician, n., a member of an academy. — F.

academicien, fr. academic. See academy and

-ician.

Academus, n., name of a hero from whom the

academy near Athens derived its name. — L.

Academus, fr. Gk. 'AxaSTjfio?, fr. earlier 'Exi-

S-riitoq, 'Academus'. Cp. next word.

academy, n. — F. academie, fr. L. academia, fr.

Gk. ' AxaSVifiEia (or, less correctly, ' AxxST,tiLa),

fr. earlier ExaSruxeia, 'the Academy', a gym-

nasium near Athens where Plato taught. '
Axa-

SriptEia orig. meant 'the olive grove of Acade-

mus'. See prec. word.

Acadian, adj., pertaining to Acadia (Nova Sco-

tia). — Formed with suff. -an fr. Acadia, Latm-

ized form of F. Acadie, former name of Nova

Scotia; prob. so called fr. Micmac akadU, 'fer-

acaudai

tile land', which occurs in many place names.

Cp. Cajun.

Acaena, n., a genus of plants of the rose family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. &xaiva, 'spike, prick,

goad', which is rel. to axle, 'point, sting', fr.

L-E. base *ak-, 'sharp, pointed'. See acrid and

cp. words there referred to.

acajou, n., the cashew tree. — See cashew,

acalephe, n., jellyfish. — Gk. dxaXif)97i (also

axaXutpT)), 'stinging nettle; sea anemone', prob.

a Semitic loan word. Cp. Aram, hil^phd, 'reed',

and Heb. hdliphSth or haldphdth, 'the sharp,

prickly leaves of the spinach', from stem h-l-P,

'to be sharp, cut through, pierce', See H.Lewy,

Die semitischen Fremdworter im Griechischen,

p. 50, and Boisacq, DELG., p. 34- Cp. Acalypha.

Cp. also alfa.

acalycine, adj., without a calyx {bot.). — ModL.

acalyclnus, 'having no calyx', formed fr. priv.

pref. a-, Gk. xdXu^, 'cup, calyx', and L. suff.

-inus. See calyx and adj. suif. -ine.

Acalypha, n., a genus of herbs of the spurge

family (6o«.) — ModL. fr. Gk. axaXucpv), secon-

dary form of dxaXricpr,, 'stinging nettle'. See

acalephe.

acantha, n., a prickle (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

«xav»a, 'thorn prickle', which is rel. to dxTj,

'point', axk, 'point, sting', fr. L-E. base *ak-,

'sharp, pointed'. See acrid and cp. acanthus.

Acanthaceae, n., a family of plants (bot.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. Gk. axav^a,

'thorn, prickle'. See prec. word.

acanthion, n., a point at the bkse of the anterior

nasal spine (craniometry). — Gk. axavftiov,

'a small thorn', dimin. of Sxav&a, 'thorn,

prickle'. See acanthus.

acantho-, combining form meaning 'prickly,

spiny, thorny'. — Gk. dxav&o-, fr. axavS-a,

'thorn, prickle'. See acanthus.

.\canthocephala, n., a class of parasitic worms

(helminlhol.) — ModL., lit., 'spiny-headed',

compounded of Gk. Sxav&a, 'thorn, prickle,

spine', and xecpaXr], 'head'. See acanthus and

cephalic.

Acanthopterygii, n.pl., an order of teleost fishes

(ichthyol.) — ModL., lit., 'spiny-winged'. See

acantho- and pterygium.

Acanthus, n., i) a genus of plants having large

spiny leaves; (not cap.) any plant of this genus

(boi.); 2) a form of ornament resembling the

leaves of this plant. — L., fr. Gk. (Sxavdo?,

'bearsfoot. Acanthus mollis', which is rel. to

i^x.avSia, 'thorn, prickle'. See acantha and cp.

the second element in Diplacanthus, traga-

canth.

•capnia, n., lack of carbon dioxide in the organ-

ism (med.) — Medical L., formed with suff. -ia

fr. Gk. iy.y.Tvtoii, 'smokeless', fr. a- (see priv.

pref. a-) and xajrvoi;, 'smoke', which stands for

•xfarcvo? and is cogn. with Lith. kvapas,

'breath, scent, smeU, odor', kvipiu, kvepti, 'to

pant, breathe, inhale', and perh. also with OL

kupyati, 'is agitated', L. cupere, 'to desire'. See

Cupid.

Acarapis, n., a genus of mites (jooA) — ModL.,

compounded of Acarus and L. apis, 'bee'. See

Apis, 'bee'.

acardiac, adj., having no heart. — Fr. Gk. axdp-

Sio«, 'wanting the heart', fr. a- (see priv. pref.

a-) and xapStoc, 'heart'. See cardiac,

acariasis, n., itch caused by mites. — ModL.,

formed with suff. -iasis fr. Gk. axapi, 'mite'.

See acarid.

acariatre, adj., bad-tempered. — F., 'contrary,

crabbed, quarrelsome', orig. meaning 'possess-

ed by a demon', formed with pejorative suff.

-aire, from the name of Acharius, bishop of

Noyon in the 7th cent., renowned for curing

folly. The suff. -dtre derives fr. OF. -astre, fr. L.

-aster; see -aster,

acarid, n., a mite. — Formed with subst. suff.

-id fr. Gk. axapi, 'mite', which is rel. to dxapT)?,

'small, tiny', lit. 'too short to be cut', and in

gradational relationship to xetpeiv (for *x£pt£iv),

'to cut'. See shear and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also Acarina, Acarus, carnal,

acariform, adj., of the shape of a mite. — A hy-

brid coined fr. Gk. dcxapt, 'mite', and L. forma,

'form, shape'. See,,acarjd and form, n.

Acarina, n. pi., an order of the Arachnida, vul-

garly called mites. — ModL., formed fr. Aca-

rus with suff. -ina.

acaro-, combining form, denoting the mites. —
ModL., fr. Acarus (q.v.) *

acarpous, adj., unfruitful (bot.) — Gk. SxapTroi;,

'without fruit, barren', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-)

and xapTtoi;, 'fruit'. See carpel. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -oq, see -ous.

Acarus, n., a genus of small mites. — ModL. fr.

Gk. (itxapi, 'mite'. See acarid.

acatalectic, adj., having the full number of syl-

lables or feet (pros.) — Late L. acatalecticus,

fr. Gk. ocxaTaXrjxTof;, 'incessant; not catalectic',

i.e. 'not allowing of the omission of a syllable

at the end of a line', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and

xaTaXy)yeiv, 'to leave off'. See catalectic.

acatalepsy, n., incomprehensibility (philos.) —
Gk. axaxaXT.^ia, 'inability to comprehend', fr.

a- (see priv. pref. a-) and xaTaXr;t)>ta, 'a seizing,

apprehension' (see catalepsy); first used by

Pyrrho the Sceptic to express the view that

the human mind can know nothing with cer-

tainty.

acataleptic, adj., incomprehensible. — Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. dxaTiXY)7iT0?, 'that can-

not be reached, incomprehensible', fr. d- (see

priv. pref. a-) and xaTaXr.Trroi;, verbal adj. of

xaTaXajxpdveiv, 'to seize with the mind, com-

prehend'. See cataleptic and cp. prec. word.

acatharsia, n., filth.— Gk. dxa&apcia, 'unclean-

ness, foulness, filth', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-),

xa9-ap6i;, 'clean, pure', and suff. -ia. See ca-

tharsis and -ia.

acaudal, also acaudate, adj., tailless. — A hybrid



acaulescent
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coined fr. priv. pref. a-, L. cauda, 'tail', and suff.

-al, resp. -ate. See caudal,

acaulescent, adj., stemless {bot^ — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. 4- (see priv. pref. a-) and cau-

lescent,

acauline, adj., stemless.— Formed with adj. suff.

-ine (representing L. -inus) fr. ModL. acaulis,

'stemless' (whence also F. acaule, of s.m.), a

hybrid coined fr. Gk. A- (see priv. pref. a-) and

L. caulis, 'stem'. See caidescent and cp. prec.

word.

acaulose, acaulous, adjs., stemless (hot.) — See

acaidescent and adj. suff. -ose, resp. ous.

acca, n., medieval fabric of silk mixed with gold

threads. — ML.,prob.socalledfr. Arab.'^/cta",

'Akka, fr. Heb. 'AkkS, 'Acre', in Syria (now in

Israel). Accordingly acca orig. simply meant

'material made in Acco'.

Accadian. — See Akkadian,

accede, intr. v.— L. accedere, 'to approach, come

near', fr. ad- and cedere, 'to go, yield'. See cede

and cp. access. Cp. also antecede, concede, in-

tercede, precede, proceed, succeed.

Derivative: acced-er, n.

accelerando, adv. and adj., gradually faster (mu-

sical direction). — It., fr. L. accelerando, abl. of

the gerund of accelerdre, 'to hasten'. See ac-

celerate,

accelerant, i) adj., accelerating; 2) n., that which

accelerates; a catalyst (chem.) — L. accelerans

gen. -antis, pres. part, of accelerdre. See next

word and -ant.

accelerate, tr. v., to increase the speed of; intr.

v., to increase in speed. — L. acceleratus, pp. of

accelerdre, 'to hasten', fr. ad- and celerdre, 'to

hasten', fr. celer, 'swift'. See celerity and verbal

suff. -ate and cp. decelerate.

Derivatives: accelerat-ed, adj., accelerat-ed-ly,

adv., acceleration (q.v.), accelerat-ive, adj., ac-

celerat-or, n., accelerat-ory, adj.

acceleration, n. — L. accelerdtid, gen. -onis, 'a

hastening, acceleration', fr. acceleratus, pp. of

accelerdre. See prec. word and -ion.

accelerometer, n., an instrument for measuring

acceleration. — A hybrid coined fr. L. accele-

rdre, 'to hasten', and Gk. (x^rpov, 'measure'. See

accelerate and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

accent, n. — F., fr. L. accentus, fr. ad- and can-

tus, 'tone, melody'. See cant and cp. enchant,

incantation. The change of Latin d (in cdntus)

to g (in ac-cintus) is due to the Latin phonetic

law according to which in the unaccented and

closed radical syllable of the second element of

compounds, original d becomes e. Cp. concent,

precentor, succentor. Cp. also abject, accept,

adept, ascend, biceps, biennial, centennial, coerce,

commend, concept, confect, confection, confess,

congress, conjecture, consecrate, defect, degres-

sion, deject, descend, discerp, disperse, eject, ex-

cept, excerpt, execrate, exercise, forceps, im-

petrate, incendiary, incense, incentive, incept,

incest, inept, inerm, inert, infect, inject, integer.

intercept, interject, intersperse, rwvennial, object,

obsecrate, octennial, percept, peregrine, peren-

nial, perpetrate, prefect, prince, profess, progress,

project, quadrennial, quadriceps, quinquennial,

refection, regress, septennium, sexennium, solemn,

subreption, surreptitious, susceptible, traject,

transcend, transgress, triceps, triennial. — L. ac-

centus is prop, a loan translation of Gk. TtpotJto-

Sia, fr. TTpoaiSeiv, 'to sing to', fr. Trpd?, 'to', and

i^Seiv, 'to sing' (see prosody).

Derivatives: accent, tr. v.. Accentor (q.v.), ac-

centu-able, adj., accentu-al, adj., accentu-al-ly,

adv.

Accentor, n., i) a genus of small singing birds,

also called Prunella; 2) {not cap) any bird of

this genus, esp. the hedge sparrow. — L. accen-

tor, 'one who sings with another', fr. ad- and

cantor, 'singer'. See cantor. For the change of

Latin d (in cdntor) to g (in ac-centor) see prec.

word.

accentuate, tr. v. — ML. accentudtus, pp. of ac-

centudre, fr. L. accentus. See accent and verbal

suff. -ate.

accentuation, n. — ML. accentudtid, gen. -dnis,

fr. accentudtus, pp. of accentudre. See prec.

word and -ion.

accept, tr. v. — ME. accepten, fr. MF. (= F.)

accepter, fr. L. acceptdre, freq. of accipere (pp.

acceptus), 'to take, receive', fr. ad- and capere

(pp. captus), 'to take'. See captive and cp. words

there referred to. For the change of Latin d

(in cdptus) to i (in ac-ciptus, ac-ceptdre) see

accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: acceptable, acceptance, acceptant,

acceptation (qq.v.) accept-ed, adj., accept-ed-ly,

adv., accept-er, n., acceptor (q.v.)

acceptability, n. — Late L. acceptdbilitds, fr. L.

acceptdbilis. See next word and -ity.

acceptable, adj. — F., fr. L. acceptdbilis, fr. ac-

ceptdre. See accept and -able.

Derivatives: acceptable-ness, n., acceptabl-y,

adv.

acceptance, n. — OF. acceptance, fr. accepter.

See accept and -ance.

acceptancy, n. — See prec. word and -cy.

acceptant, adj. — F., prop. pres. part, of accep-

ter. See accept and -ant.

Derivative: accept-ant, n.

acceptation, n., i) acceptance {archaic); 2) the

meaning in which a word is usually understood.

— F., fr. Late L. acceptdtionem, ace. of accep-

tdtio, 'a taking, receiving', fr. L. acceptdtus, pp. of

acceptdre. See accept and -ation.

acceptilation, n., formal remission of a debt

{Roman law); remission of sins {theol.) — L.

acceptildlid, often written in two words : accept!

Idtid, 'formal remission of a debt' (from the

formula acceptumferd used by the debtor). The

first word is the gen. oiacceptum, 'receipt', prop,

neut. pp. of accipere, 'to receive', used as a

noun; see accept. L. Idtio gen. -onis 'entering

ofmoney paid', lit. 'a bearing, bringing', is form-
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ed fr. Idtus (used as pp. offerre, 'to bear, carry'),

which stands for *tldtos, fr. //-, zero degree of

I.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry', whence

L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to bear,

support'. See tolerate and cp. collate and words

there referred to.

acceptor, n. — L., fr. acceptus, pp. of accipere.

See accept and agential suff. -or.

access, n., approach. — OF. acces (F. accis), fr.

L. accessus, 'an approach', fr. accessus, pp. of

accedere, 'to come near, approach'. See accede.

Derivatives: access-ary, adj. and n., access-ari-

ly, adv., access-ari-ness, n., access-ory, adj. and

n., access-ori-ly, adv., access-ori-ness, n.

accessible, adj. — F., fr. Late L. accessibilis, fr.

L. accessus, pp. of accedere. See prec. word

and -ible.

Derivatives: accessibil-ity, n., accessibl-y, adv.

accession, n. — F., fr. L. accessionem, ace. of

accessid, 'a coming near, approach', fr. acces-

sus, pp. of accedere. See access and -ion.

Derivatives: accession, tr. v., accession-al, adj.,

accession-er, n.

accidence, n., that part of grammar which deals

with inflection. — From misspelling of orig.

accidents, fr. L. accidentia, neut. pi. of accidens

(pres. part, of accidere), treated as a sing. fern,

noun. See accident,

accident, n. — F., fr. L. accidentem, ace. of acci-

dens, 'accident', prop. pres. part, ot accidere, 'to

fall upon something, happen', fr. ad- and

cadere, 'to fall'. See cadence. For the change of

Latin d (in cddere) to i (in ac-cidere) see abigeat

and cp. words there referred to. As a term of

philosophy L. accidens, 'accident', is a loan

translation of Gk. ctu(xPcPiox6?.

accidental, adj. — F. accidental (now accidentel),

fr. ML. accidentdlis, fr. L. accidens, gen. -entis.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: accidental, n., accidental-ity, n.,

accidental-ly, adv., accidental-ness, n., accident-

iat, adj.

Accipiter, n., a genus of hawks and falcons {orni-

thol.) — L. accipiter fr. orig. *acu-peter, 'swift-

ly-flying', but influenced in form through a con-

fusion with accipere, 'to take, receive'. The first

element lit. means 'sharp' (cp. acu-pedius, 'swift-

footed', Ut. 'sharp-footed', and acuere, 'to

sharpen') ; see acute. The second element is cogn.

with 01. pdtram, 'wing, feather', Gk. TtTepov,

'wing', OE. feder, 'feather'. See feather. Cp.

Astur, ostreger.

Derivatives: accipitr-al, adj., accipitr-ary, n. (fr.

ML. accipitrarius), accipitr-ine, adj.

accismus, n., feigned refusal (rhet.) — ModL.,
fr. Gk. dxxio[i6?, rel. to oxxiCeaS-at, 'to

affect indifference', and to 'Axxco, nurse of De-
meter, ixx.&, 'a vain woman', and cogn. with

01. akkd, 'mother', L. Acca Ldrentia, name of
the mother of the 12 Arval brothers. All these

words are of imitative origin.

•tdaim, tr. v. — L. accUundre, 'to cry out at'.

fr. ad- and clamdre, 'to cry out'. See claim and

cp. declaim, exclaim, proclaim, reclaim,

acclamation, n. — L. acclamdtid, gen. -onis, fr.

acclamdt-{um), pp. stem of acclamdre, 'to cry

out at'. See acclaim and -ation.

acclimate, tr. and intr. v. — F. acclimater, fr. d

(fr. L. ad), 'to', and climat, 'climate'. See a and

climate.

Derivatives: acclimate-ment, n., acclimat-ion, n.

acclimatize, tr. and intr. v., to acclimate. — See

acclimate and -ize.

Derivatives: acclimatiz-ation, n., acclirrmtiz-ed,

adj., acclimatiz-er, n., acclimatiz-ing, n.

acclivity, n., a slope. — L. acclivitds, 'an ascend-

ing direction, acclivity', fr. acclivis, 'mounting

upward, ascending', fr. ad- and clivus, 'slope,

hUr. See clivus and -ity.

accolade, n., an embrace, formerly used in con-

ferring knighthood; now, a touch of the shoul-

der with the flat blade of the sword in conferring

knighthood. — F., refashioned, on analogy of

words ending in -ade, fr. OF. acolee, prop,

subst. use of the fem. pp. of acoler, 'to embrace

round the neck', fr. VL. *accolldre, fr. ad- and

L. collum, 'neck'. Cp. It. accollata and see collar

and -ade. Cp. also next word.

Derivative: accolad-ed, adj.

accoUe, adj., collared, intertwined {her.) — F.

accole, pp. of accoler, 'to embrace', fr. OF.

acoler. See prec. word.

accommodate, tr. v.— L. accommoddtus, pp. of ac-

commoddre, 'to make fit, adapt', fr. ad- and com-

moddre, 'to make fit', fr. commodus, 'fit, suit-

able', which is formed fr. com-, con-, 'with', and

modus, 'measure'. See com- and mode and cp.

commode, commodity. For the ending see verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivatives : accommodat-ing, a.dj.,accommodat-

ing-ly, adv., accommodation (q.v.), accommodat-

ive, adj., accommodat-or, n.

accommodation, n. — F., fr. L. accommoddtid-

nem, ace. of accommoddtid, fr. accommoddtus,

pp. of accommoddre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: accomrrwdation-al, adj.

accompaniment, n. — F. accompagnement, fr.

accompagner. See next word and -ment.

Derivative: accompaniment-al, adj.

accompany, tr. v. — F. accompagner, fr. d (fr. L.

ad), 'to', and compagne, 'companion'. See ad-

and companion.

Derivative: accompan-ist, accompany-ist, n.

accomplice, n.— F., fr. a (fr. L. ad), 'to', and com-

plice, fr. L. complicem, ace. of complex, 'closely

connected with somebody, confederate', which

is formed fr. com-, con-, 'with', and the stem of

plectere, 'to braid, plait, intertwine', p/icare, 'to

fold'. See ad- and comply, 'to bend', and cp.

complice.

accomplish, tr. v. — ME. acomplissen, fr. OF.

acompliss; pres. part, stemofacom/>/i>(F. accom-

plir),'to fifl up, complete', fr. a (fr. L. ad), 'to', and

complere, 'to fill up, achieve, perform'. Cp. It.
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compiere, accompiere, OProven?. complir, ac-

complir, and see ad-, complete and verbal suff.

-ish. For the change of L. compiere, a verb of

the 2nd conjugation, to OF. acomplir, F. ac-

complir, a verb of the 4th conjugation, cp. F.

tenir, 'to hold', fr. L. tenere (see tenable).

Derivatives: accomplish-ed, adj., accomplish-er,

n., accomplishment (q.v.)

accomplishment, n. — F. accomplissement, fr. ac-

complir. See accomplish and -ment.

accord, intr. v., to agree; tr. v., to grant. — ME.
accorden, 'to agree, admit', fr. OF. acorder (F.

accorder), fr. VL. accorddre, 'to agree', fr. ad-

and L. cor, gen. cordis, 'heart'. See heart and cp.

cordate. Cp. also accordion, acuerdo. Cp. also

chord, 'combination of notes'.

Derivatives: accord-er, n., accord-ing, adj. and

adv., accord-ing-ly, adv.

accord, n., i) agreement; 2) harmony. — ME.
accord, acord, fr. OF. acord (F. accord), back

formation fr. acorder. See accord, v., and cp.

concord, discord,

accordance, n., i) agreement; 2) harmony.— OF.

acordance, fr. acorder. See accord, v., and -ance.

accordant, adj., agreeing; corresponding. — ME.
acordant, fr. OF. acordant (F. accordant), pres.

part, of acorder (F. accorder). See accord v.,

and -ant.

accordion, n., a musical instrument. — Formed

from the noun accord in the sense of 'harmony',

with suff. -ion, on analogy of clarion.

accost, tr. v., to address. — F. accoster, fr. VL.

accosldre, lit. 'to come up to a person's side',

fr. ad- and L. costa, 'a rib'. See costal,

accouchement, n., delivery in childbed. — F.,

prop, 'going to childbed', fr. accoucher, 'to go

to childbed, be delivered', which is formed fr. a,

'to', and coucher, 'to lie', fr. L. collocdre, 'to lay'.

See a, collocate, and -ment, and cp. couch,

accoucheur, n., a man who acts as midwife. —
F., fr. accoucher, 'to go to childbed'; first used

by Jules Clement in the second half of the 17th

cent. See prec. word.

accoucheuse, n., a midwife. — F., fem. of accou-

cheur. See prec. word.

account, tr. and intr. v. — ME. acounten, fr. OF.

aconler (F. confer), fr. a, 'to' (see a), and conter,

'to count, tell', fr. L. computdre. (ModF. diffe-

rentiates between compter, 'to count', and conter,

'to tell'.) See compute.

Derivatives: account-abil-ity, n., account-able,

adj., account-able-ness, n., account-abl-y, adv.,

account-ing, n.

account, n. — ME., fr. OF. aconte, acont, back

formation fr. aconler. See account, v.

accountancy, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -cy.

accountant, n. — OF. acontant (whence, with

'etymologizing' spelling, F. accomptani), pres.

part, of aconter. See account, v., and -ant.

accouter, accoutre, tr. v., to dress, fit out (esp. for

military service). — F. accoutrer, 'to rig (some-

body) out', fr. VL. *ac-c6{n)-s{u)tQrdre, 'to sew

together', fr. ad- and *cd(n)sutura, 'a sewing to-

gether', fr. L. cdnsHtus, pp. of cdnsuere, 'to sew

together', fr. con- and suere, 'to sew'. See suture,

accouterment, accoutrement, n., dress; personal

outfit (esp. mil.) — F. accoutrement, 'dress,

garb', fr. accoutrer. See prec. word and -ment.

accredit, tr. v. — F. accrediter, fr. a, 'to', and

crediter, 'to credit (somebody with a sum)', fr.

credit, 'credit'. See a and credit.

Derivatives; accredit-ation, n., accredit-ed, adj.

accrescent, adj., growing. — L. accrescens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of accrescere, 'to increase'. See

next word and -ent.

accretion, n., growth in size. — L. accretid, gen.

accretidnis, 'an increasing', fr. accretus, pp. of

accrescere, 'to increase', fr. ad- and crescere,

'to grow'. See crescent and -ion and cp. accres-

cent, accrue. For the ending see suff. -ion.

Derivative: accretion-ary, adj.

accroach, tr. v., to usurp. — ME. acrochen, fr.

OF. acrochier, acrocher (F. accrocher), lit. 'to

hook, catch', fr. a, 'to', and crochier, 'to seize

with a hook, to hook', fr. croc, 'a hook'. The

orig. meaning of the verb accroach was 'to take

to oneself. See a and crochet and cp. encroach.

accrue, intr. v., to be added to. — F. accrue, 'in-

crease', prop. fem. pp. oiaccroitre, 'to increase',

fr. L. accrescere, 'to increase'. See accretion and

cp. crew. Derivative: accru-al, n.

accubation, n., the act of reclining. — L. accu-

bdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a reclining', fr. accubdt-{um),

pp. stem oiaccubdre, 'to lie near'.freq. oiaccum-

bere. See next word and -ation.

accumbent, adj., reclining. — L. accumbens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of accumbere, 'to lie near',

fr. ad- and -cumbere (found only in compounds),

fr. *qumb-, nasalized form of base *qub-, 'to lie,

recline', whence cubdre, 'to lie down, recline'.

See cubicle and -ent and cp. decumbent, incum-

bent, procumbent, recumbent, succumb.

accumulable, adj. — See accumulate and -able.

accumulate, tr. v., to heap up; intr. v., to increase

in quantity. — L. accumuldtus, pp. of accumu-

Idre, 'to heap up', fr. ad- and cumulus, 'heap'.

See cumulus and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: accumulat-ed, adj., accumulation

(q.v.), accumulat-ive, adj., accumulat-ive-ly, adv.,

accumulat-ive-ness, n.

accumulate, adj., accumulated. — L. accumuld-

tus, pp. of accumuldre. See prec. word.

accumulation, n. — L. accumuldtid, gen. -dnis, 'a

heaping up', fr. accumuldtus, pp. of accumuldre.

See accumulate, v., and -ion.

accumulator, n. — L., 'one who, or that which,

accumulates', fr. accumuldtus, pp. of accumu-

ldre. See accumulate, v., and agential suff. -or.

accuracy, n. — Formed fr. next word with suff.

-cy.

accurate, adj., i) exact; 2) precise. — L. accOra-

tus, 'prepared with care*, pp. of accurdre, 'to

take care of, prepare with care*, fr. ad- and
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cdrdre, 'to take care of. See cure, v., and adj.

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: accurate-ly, adv., accurate-ness, n.

accursed, accurst, adj., cursed. — Prop. pp. of

obsol. accurse, fr. ME. acursien, which is form-

ed fr. intensive pref. a- and cursien, fr. OE. cur-

sian, 'to curse'. See curse, v., and -ed, resp. pp.

suff. -t.

Derivatives: accursed-ly, adv., accursed-ness, n.

accusation, n. — F., fr. L. accusdtionem, ace. of

accusdtid, fr. accHsdtus, pp. of accdsdre. See

accuse and -ation.

accusative, adj. and n. — L. (casus) accHsdtivus,

fr. Gk. aiTiaTiKT) (Trruaii;), 'accusative (case)',

lit. '(case) expressing cause', fr. aiTia, 'cause'.

Since aWm. means not only 'cause', but also

'accusation', aiTiaTixi] JCTfoat? was misinter-

preted as 'case expressing accusation', and was

rendered accordingly in Latin by (casus) accu-

sdtivus, fr. accHsdtivus, 'pertaining to an accusa-

tion', fr. accusdtus, pp. of accdsdre, 'to call to

account, accuse'. See next word and -ative. The

correct Latin translation would have been casus

causdtivus. For a mistranslation of another

Greek case name cp. genitive.

Derivatives : accusativ-al, adj., accusative-ly, adv.

accuse, tr. v. — ME. acusen, fr. OF. acuser (F.

accuser), fr. L. accdsdre, 'to accuse', fr. ad- and

causa, 'cause, lawsuit', which stands for *caud-

td-, and is rel. to cddere, 'to strike, beat'. See

cause and cp. excuse, recusant, recuse. The

change of Latin au (in causa) to H (in ac-cusdre)

is due to the Latin phonetic law, according to

which in the unaccented radical syllable of the

second element of compounds, au becomes u.

Cp. conclude, exclude, occlude.

Derivatives: accus-ed, adj. and n., accus-er, n.,

accus-ing-ly, adv.

accustom, tr. v. — OF. acostumer (F. accoutu-

mer), fr. a, 'to', and costume (F. coutume). See a

and custom.

Derivatives: accustom-ed, adj., accustom-ed-ly,

adv., accustom-ed-ness, n.

ace, n., the one in dice, cards, etc. — F. as, 'ace

at cards or dice', fr. L. ds, gen. assis, 'unity,

unit'. See as, 'Roman coin', and cp. the second

element in ambsace.

-acea, suffix denoting orders and classes in zool-

ogy. — L. -dcea, neut. pi. of -dceus, 'belonging
to, of the nature of ; see -aceous. The neut. pi.

form of suff. -dceus is tised because it refers to
L. animdlia ('animals'), pi. of the neuter noun
animal. Cp. -aceae.
****' suffix denoting orders and families in

potany. — l. -dceae, fem. pi. oi -dceus, 'belong-
"•8 to, of the nature of; see -aceous. The fem.
PL form of suff. -dceus is used because it refers
*<* L. plantae ('plants'), pi. of the feminine noun
"w'o. Cp. -acea.
-Metn, adj. suff. used in the sense of -aceous. —
I- -dcednus, compounded of the suffixes -dceus
"td -anus. See -acea and -an.

-acean, subst. suff. used to denote members of

orders of the animal kingdom. — See -acean,

adj. suff.

acedia, n., sloth, lethargy. — Late L., fr. Gk.

oKTjSsta, 'carelessness', which is formed fr. a-

(see priv. pref. a-) and xtjSo? (Dor. xSSo?),

'care', rel. to xYiSeiieiv, 'to take charge of, tend',

xTjSiCTTo? (superl. formed fr. x?)8o?), 'most

worthy of one's care, most cared for', fr. I.-E.

base *lidd-, 'ill-humor, hatred', whence also OE.

hete, 'hate', hatian, 'to hate'. See hate and cp.

epicedium.

aceituna, n., a West Indian tree. — Sp., fr. Arab.

az-zaytana'', 'the olive (tree)', fr. az-, assimilated

form of al-, 'the', and zaytuna", 'olive tree,

oUve', nomen unitatis fr. zaytan, 'olive trees,

oUves', fr. zayt, 'olive oil', a word borrowed fr.

Aram, zaythd, zethd, 'olive tree, olive', which is

rel. to Heb. zdyith, 'olive tree, olives'.

Aceldama, n., the potter's field near Jerusalem;

a place of bloodshed.— Gk. 'AzeXSafxa, fr. Syr.

hdqdld^md, 'the field of blood'.

acemila, n., a pack mule. — Sp., 'pack mule', fr.

Arab, az-zdmila", fr. az-, assimilated form of

al-, 'the', and zdmila'', 'beast of burden'.

aceology, n., therapeutics. — Lit. 'the science of

curing', fr. Gk. Sxo;, gen. axeo?, 'remedy', and

-Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. Gk. &y.oz prob. stands for *yakos and

is cogn. with Olr. hicc, 'cure, payment', icaim,

'I heal, cure'. For the second element see -logy.

Cp. acology and the second element in An-

drosace.

-aceous, suff. meaning 'belonging to, of the na-

ture of.— L. -dceus, enlarged fr. adj. suff. -dx,

gen. -dcis. This suff. corresponds either to L.

-dcea (neut. pi. of -dceus), in which case it means

'pertaining to such and such an order of ani-

mals', or to L. -dceae (fem. pi. of -dceus), in

which case its meaning is 'pertaining to such

and such a family of plants'. See -ous and cp.

-acea, -aceae.

acephalous, adj., headless.— L. acephalus, fr. Gk.

(xxe9aXo<;, 'headless', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-)

and xe(paX7), 'head'. See cephalic. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -oq, L. -us, see -ous.

Acer, n., the maple tree. — L., cogn. with Gk.

(SxaoToi; (for 'axapCTTOi;), 'maple tree', OHG.,

MHG. dhorn, G. Ahorn, of s.m.

Aceraceae or Acerinae, n. pi., a family of plants

(order Sapindales). — ModL., formed fr. Acer

with suff. -aceae, resp. -inae.

Acerates, n., a genus of plants of the milkweed

family (hot.) — ModL. lit. 'hornless', fr. priv.

pref. a- and Gk. xcpa;, gen. xcpaTo?, 'horn'

(see cerato-); so called because its hoods have

no crest or horn.

Aceratherlum, n., lit. 'hornless animal', a name
given by Kaup to some mammiferous fossils

resembling the rhinoceros, but differing from it

in being hornless. — ModL., formed fr. priv.
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pref. a-, Gk. xfpa?, gen. xipaxoz, 'horn', and

S^ptov, 'animal'. See cerato- and therio- and

cp. prec. word.

acerb, adj., sour, sharp, bitter. — L. acerbus,

'harsh to the taste, sharp, bitter, sour', fr. deer,

'sharp' ; see acrid. For the formation cp. super-

bus, 'haughty, proud, excellent' , fr. super, 'above,

over' (see superb).

Derivatives: acerbate (q.v.), acerb-ic, adj., acer-

bity (q.v.)

acerbate, tr. v., to sour, embitter; to aggravate;

to irritate; adj., sour, embittered. — L. acer-

batus, pp. of acerbare, 'to make bitter; to ag-

gravate', fr. acerbus. See acerb and verbal suff.

-ate and cp. exacerbate,

acerbity, n. — F. acerbite, fr. L. acerbitatem, ace.

of acerbitas, 'harshness, sharpness', fr. acerbus,

'harsh, sharp', See acerb and -ity.

acerdol, n., calcium permanganate, Ca(Mn04)2

(c/iem.) — Formed with suff. -ol fr. acerdese,

former name of manganite, fr. Gk. axepST]?,

'bringing no gain, having no value', fr. a- (see

priv. pref. a-), and x£pSo<;, 'gain', which is prob.

cogn. with Olr. cerd, 'art, trade, handicraft'.

aceric, adj., pertaining to the maple. — ModL.

acericus, fr. L. acer, 'maple'. See Acer and -ic.

acerose, adj., chaffy.— L. acerosus, 'full of chaff,

chaffy', fr. acus, gen. aceris, 'chaff'. See awn and

adj. suff. -ose.

acervate, adj., heaped up. — L. acervatus, pp. of

acervare, 'to heap up', fr. acervus, 'heap, pile',

which is of uncertain origin. For the ending see

adj. suff. -ate.

acescence, n. — Formed fr. next word with sufT.

-ce.

acescent, adj., turning sour. — L. acescens, gen.

-centis, pres. part, of acescere, 'to turn sour'

inchoative of acere, 'to be sour'. See acid and

-escent.

acetabulum, n, l) a cup for vinegar {Roman an-

tiq.); 2) the cup-shaped socket of the hip bone

(anal.); 3) a sucker of an octopus, a leech, etc.

(zool.)— L. acetabulum, lit. 'a vessel for vinegar',

formed fr. acetum, 'vinegar', with -abulum, a

suffix used to form names of tools and vessels.

See acetum. For the suff. cp. tintimabulum.

Derivatives: acetabul-ar, acetabuli-ferous, aceta-

buli-form, adjs.

acetanilide, also acetaniUd, n., a crystalline sub-

stance, C9HON {chem.). — A hybrid coined fr.

L. acetum, 'vinegar' (see acetum), and anilid(e).

acetarious, adj., used in salad. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. acetdria (pi.), 'vegetables pre-

pared with vinegar, salad', fr. acetum, 'vinegar'.

See acetum and -ous.

acetate, n., salt of acetic acid (c/iem.) — Formed

with chem. suff. -ate fr. L. acetum, 'vinegar'. See

acetum.

acetic, adj. pertaining to vinegar. — Formed

with suff. -k fr. L. acltum, 'vinegar'. See

acetmn.
tr V to turn into vineear: intr. v.. to

U

become sour. — Compounded of L. acetum,

'vinegar' (see acetum), and -fy.

acetone, n., a colorless volatile liquid, CH3COCH,

(chem.) — A hybrid coined fr. L. acetum,

'vinegar', and the Greek suff. -tivv). See acetic

and -one and cp. ketone,

acetous, adj., pertaining to, or like, vinegar;

sour. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. acetum,

'vinegar'. See next word.

acetum, n., vinegar.— L. acetum, 'vinegar', prop.

vinum {acetum), 'wine turned sour, neut. pp. of

acescere, 'to turn sour', fr. acere, 'to be sour',

which is rel. to deer, 'sharp'. See acrid and cp.

acescent, acetic. For sense development cp. Gk.

S^ot;, 'wine vinegar', which is rel. to b^iic,, 'sharp'.

Cp. also eisel and the first element in ester,

acetyl, n., the radical of acetic acid, CH3CO

{chem.) — A hybrid coined by the German

chemist Justus von Liebig (1803-73) 'H 1839 fr-

L. acetum, 'vinegar' (see prec. word) and -yl,

a suff. of Greek origin.

acetylene, n., a colorless hydrocarbon {chem.) —
Coined by the French chemist Marcelin-Pierre-

Eugfene Berthelot (1823-1907) fr. acetyl and

suff. -ene.

acliaetous, adj., having no bristles or setae. —
A hybrid coined fr. priv. pref. a-, Gk. xai-nr),

'long flowing hair, mane', and -ous, a suff. of

Latin origin. See chaeto-.

achar, n., pickles {Anglo-Ind) — Pers. dchdr,

'pickles'.

acham6, adj., bloodthirsty, furious. — F., pp. of

acharner, 'to madden, embitter, venom', lit. 'to

flesh', fr. a, 'to', and chair 'flesh, meat', fr. L.

card, gen. carnis, 'flesh'. See a and carnal,

achamement, n., fury. — F., fr. acharner. See

prec. word and -ment.

Achates, n., in Virgils Aeneid, the armor-bearer

and faithful friend of Aeneas; hence, a faithful

friend. — L. Achates, fr. Gk. ix^rrii;, 'agate'.

See agate, n.

aclie, intr. v., to be in pain. — ME. aken, fr. OE.

acan, 'to ache', of uncertain origin. The spelling

ache'is, due to a confusion of this word with Gk.

5x0?. 'pain, distress'.

aclie, n., pain. — ME. ache, fr. OE. *ce, 'pain',

fr. acan, 'to ache'. See ache, v.

Derivatives; ach-ing, adj., ach-ing-ly, adv.

ache, n., parsley {obsol.) — F., fr. L. apium, of

s.m., prop, 'the plant prefeffcd by bees', fr. apis,

'bee'. See Apis, 'a genus of bees', andcp. Apium.

ache, n., name of the letter A. — See aitch.

achene, n., a dry carpel containing only one seed

(hot.) _ Formed fr. priv. pref. a- and the stem

of Gk. xatveiv, 'to gape', which is cogn. with

L. hidre, 'to yawn, gape', OE. gdnian, ginian, 'to

yawn'. See yawn and cp. liiatus. Cp. also the

first element in Chaenactis.

Acheron, n., one of the rivers of Hades {Greek

mythology). — L-, fr. Gk. 'Ax^pwv. The name

prob. means 'marshlike water' and is rel. to

Avepououx, 'marshlike water', and cogn. with
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OSlav. jezero, 'lake'. The derivation of Gk.

'Ax^peov fr. S.x'^q, 'woe', is folk etymology.

Acheulean, Acheulian, adj., pertaining to the

paleolithic period preceded by the Chellean and

succeeded by the Mousterian {geology). — F.

Acheulien, from the name of the viUage St.

Acheul, near Amiens, in France; so called in

allusion to the remains there discovered.

achieve, tr. v. — ME. acheven, fr. OF. (= F.)

achever, 'to accomplish, complete', fr. VL. *ac-

capdre, 'to come to an end', fr. L. ad, 'to', and

*capdre, a verb formed from the stem of L.

caput, 'head'. Cp. OProvenf. Sp., Port, acater,

of s.m., and see a and chief.

Derivatives: achievement (q.v.), achiev-er, n.

achievement, n. — F. achdvement, 'completion,

conclusion', fr. achever. See achieve and -ment

and cp. hatchment.

achill, adv., in a state of chill. — Coined by

William Morris (1834-96) fr. pref. a-, 'on', and

chill.

Achillea, n., a genus of plants of the thistle family

(hot.) — ModL., prop, 'the herb of Achilles',

fr. L. achilleos (scil. herba), fr. Gk. 'AxtXXeio?, 'of

Achilles'; so called because its medicinal pro-

perties are said to have been discovered by

Achilles. See Achilles.

Achilles, n., son of Thetis and Peleus, the bravest

hero in the Trojan war. — L. Achilles, fr. Gk.

'AxtXXsu?, a name of prob. pre-Greek origin.

Achilles' tendon. — So called from the myth of

Achilles being held by the heel when his mother

Thetis dipped him into the river Styx to render

him invulnerable; first used by the Dutch ana-

tomist Verheyden in 1693 when dissecting his

own amputated leg. See Achilles and tendon,

achlamydate, adj., having no mantle {zool.) —
Lit. 'not chlamydate', fr. priv. pref. a- and

chlamydate.

achlamydeous, adj., having no perianth {bot.) —
Lit. 'not chlamydeous', fr. priv. pref. a- and

chlamydeous.

Achras, n., a genus of trees of the sapodilla family

{hot) — L., fr. Gk. dtxpa?, gen. iixpaSo?, 'wild

pear tree', which is prob. rel. to Gk. Sx^pSot;,

'wild pear tree', and cogn. with Alb. dardz,

'pear tree'.

achromat, n., an achromatic lens. — See achro-

matic.

achromat-, form of achromato- before a vowel.

achromatic, adj., colorless; transmitting hght

without decomposing it into its component

colors. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. axpco-

(i^i-o;, 'colorless', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and

XFw;ix, gen. xp"}J.aToi;, 'color'. See chromatic.

*romaticity, n. — See achromatic and -ity.

*hfomatism, n., state of being achromatic. —
See achromatic and -ism.

•Aromatize, tr. v., to deprive of color. — Form-
*<J with suff. -ize fr. Gk. &xP<^W-'^^^ 'colorless'.

^ achromatic.

'Privative: achrontatiz-ation, n.

achromato-, before a vowel achromat-, combining

form meaning 'achromatic'.— Gk. (ixpwi^-at^o-.

dxpwfiaT-, fr. i4xP'i>lJio't^o?> 'colorless'. See achro-

matic,

achromatopsia, achromatopsy, n., color-blindness

{med.)— Lit. 'sight without color', compounded

of achromat- and Gk. -o^iia, fr. oijii?, 'sight'.

See -opsia.

achromatous, adj. having no color.— Gk. ccxpii-

(la-roi;, 'colorless'. See achromatic. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to Gk. -o?, see -ous.

achroous, adj., colorless. — Gk. &xP°°?> 'color-

less', formed fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and xpoa.

Xpotd (for *xpo)f-ia), 'skin, color of the skin,

color', which is rel. to xpiopia, 'color'. See chrome.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -0?, see -ous.

acicula, n., a spine, prickle. — L., 'a small pin',

dimin. of acus, 'needle, pin', which is rel. to

acuere, 'to sharpen', deer, 'sharp, bitter'. See

acrid.

acicular, adj., needle-shaped. — Formed with

suff. -ar fr. L. acicula. See prec. word.

Derivative: acicular-ly, adv.

aciculate, adj., needle-shaped. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ate fr. L. acicula. See acicula.

acid, adj., sour, sharp to the taste. — Either fr.

F. acide or directly fr. L. acidus, 'sour', fr. acere,

'to be sour', whence also acetum, 'vinegar' (see

acetum); introduced into English by Francis

Bacon (1561-1626) in 1626.

Derivatives: acid, n., acid-ic, adj.

Acidaspis, n., a genus of Trilobites. — ModL.,

compounded of Gk. dtxt?, gen. axtSoi;, 'pointed

object, point, needle' (fr. axr), 'point'), and

dam?, 'shield'. See acid and aspidistra,

acidify, tr. v., to make sour; intr. v., to become

sour. — See acid and -fy and cp. F. acidifier.

Derivatives: acidif-ic, adj., acidif-ic-ation, n.,

acidifi-er, n.

acidimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

strength of acids. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

acidus, 'sour' and Gk. [i^xpov, 'measure'. See

acid and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

acidimetry, n., the measurement of the strength

of acids. — See prec. word and -metry.

acidity, n., the quality of being acid ; sourness. —
F. acidite, fr. L. aciditdtem, ace. of aciditds,

'sourness, acidity', fr. acidus. See acid and -ity.

acidoid, adj., resembling acid.— A hybrid coined

fr. L. acidus, 'sour', and Gk. -oeiSy)!;, 'like', fr.

eTSoi;, 'form, shape'. See acid and -oid.

acidophilic, adj., staining easily with acid. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. acidus, 'sour', Gk. 91X01;,

'loving', and suff. -ic. See acid and -phile.

acidophilus milk, milk that has been fermented

by acidophilic bacteria. — See prec. word.

acidosis, n., a morbid condition, caused by an

accumulation of acids {med.). — A Medical L.

hybrid coined by Bemhard Naunyn of Stras-

burg in 1906 fr. L. acidus, 'sour' (see acid), and

-osis, a suff'. of Greek origin.

acidulate, tr. v., to make slightly sour.— Formed



acidulous

with verbal suff. -ate fr. L. acidulus, dimin. of

acidus. See acidulous.

Derivatives: acidulat-ed, adj., acidulat-ion, n.

acidulous, adj., slightly sour. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. acidulus, 'slightly sour', dimin.

of acidus, 'sour'. See acid. For E. -ous, as equi-

valent to L. -us, see -ous.

acierate, tr. v., to convert into steel. — A hybrid

coined fr. F. acier, 'steel', and verbal suff. -ate

(fr. L. -atus). F. acier derives fr. Late L. acid-

rium, fr. L. acies, 'sharp edge, point', acies

ferri, 'steel' (lit. 'point of iron'). Cp. It. acciaio,

Sp. acero, 'steel', which also derive fr. Late L.

aciarium, and see next word.

acies, n., battle array (Roman antiq.) — L. acies,

'sharp edge, point, the front of an army line

of battle, battle array', rel. to deer, 'sharp,

pointed'. See acrid and cp. prec. word.

acifomi, adj., needle-shaped. — Compounded of

L. acus, 'needle' and forma, 'form, shape'. See

acus and -form.

Acineta, n., a genus of Infusoria (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. dxtvrj-ro!;, 'immovable', fr. a-

(see priv. pref. a-) and xivTjTo?, 'moved', verbal

adj. of Kivetv, 'to move'. See kinesis,

aciniform, adj., clustered (bot.) — Lit. 'having

the form of an acinus', fr. L. acinus, 'berry', and

forma, 'form, shape'. See acinus and form, n.

acinus, n., drupelet; berry {bat.) — L., 'berry,

stone of a berry', of uncertain origin.

acious, suff. meaning 'inclined to, abounding

in', as in audacious, tenacious. — Compounded

of L. suff. -dx, gen. -dcis (whence also F. -ace)

and -ous.

-acity, suff. denoting quality, as in audacity, tena-

city. F. -acite, fr. L. -dcitdtem, ace. of -dcitds,

compounded of adjectival suff. -dx, gen. -dcis,

and subst. suff. -itds. Accordingly this suff.forms

nouns corresponding to adjectives in -acious.

See -acious and -ity and cp. -icity.

Acipenser, n., a genus of fishes comprising the

sturgeons. — L. acipenser, name of a fish, prob.

'stuigeon'. The first element of this compound

is prob. rel. to L. deer, 'sharp, pointed' (see

acrid). The second element in aei-penser is of

uncertain origin.

acknowledge, tr. v. — Fr. earlier aknowledge, a

blend of the ME. hybrid aknowen and ME.

knowlechen. See a-, 'to', and knowledge.

Derivatives: acknowledg-ed, adj., aeknowledg-

ed-ly, adv., acknowledg{e)-ment, n.

adastic, adj., not refracting.— Formed with suff.

-ic fr. Gk. oixXaCTTo?, 'unbroken', fr. a- (see

priv. pref. a-) and xXaoTciq, verbal adj. of xXom,

'to break'. See clastic,

aclinic, adj., not dipping (said of a magnetic

needle).— Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. axXiv?);,

'bending to neither side', fr. a- (see priv. pref.

<i) and xXfvctv, 'to incline'. See clinic,

acme, n., the highest point. — Gk. ixurj, 'point,

edge; the highest point of anything, the flower,

prime of man's age', rel. to dbtiJ), 'point', and
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cogn. with L. acies, 'point, edge; battle array',

fr. I.-E. base *ak-, 'sharp, pointed'. See acrid

and words there referred to, and cp. paracme.

Cp. also acne,

acmite, n., a sodium ferrum silicate [mineral^ —
Formed with subst. suff. -Ite fr. Gk. a.tt.\ii\,

'point, edge' (see prec. word) ; so called in allu-

sion to the crystal form.

acne, n., a skin disease caused by the inflamma-

tion of the sebaceous glands (merf.)— This word

owes its existence to a clerical error, Gk. axixT),

'point' (see acme), having been miswritten as

axvT).

Acnida, n., a genus of plants of the amaranth

family. — ModL., lit. 'without nettles', fr. priv.

pref. a- and Gk. jcviSr), 'nettle', which is rel. to

Kvit^siv, 'to scratch'. See cnida.

acnode, n., point of a curve, not connected with

real points of the curve {math) — A hybrid

coined fr. L. acus, 'needle' (see acus), and B. node.

Acocanthera, n., a genus of African plants (bat.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. axcox-^j, 'point,

sting', and av^vjpoi;, 'flowery'. The first element

is rel. to axri, 'point', fr. I.-E. base *ak-, 'sharp,

pointed' ; see acrid. For the second element see

anther.

Acoemeti, n., pi., name of an order of Eastern

monks. — Eccles. L., fr. Gk. axot|j.Y)Toi, 'the

sleepless ones', from a- (see priv. pref. a-) and

xoi(i.av, 'to lull to sleep'. See home and cp.

cemetery.

acology, n., the study of remedies.— Compound-

ed of Gk. Sxo;, 'remedy', and -XoyiS, fr. -XoyoQ,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See aceology.

acolyte, n., i) an attendant, follower; 2) an altar

attendant. — ML. acolitus, acoluthus, fr. Gk.

ax6Xou»o?, 'follower', lit. 'having one way', fr.

copul. pref. a-, 'together with' and x^Xeufto;,

'way, road, path, track'. Copul. pref. a- stands

for I.-E. *sm-, a weak gradational form of I.-E.

base *sem-, 'one, together'; see same. Gk.

xfeXEu^o? is cogn. with Lith. kelias, 'way',

keliduju, 'I journey', fr. I.-E. base *qeleu-, en-

largement of *qel-, 'to drive', whence L. celer,

'swift'. See celerity and cp. anacoluthon.

acomia, n., baldness. — ModL. formed with suff.

-ia fr. Gk. axojjio?, 'hairless', fr. a- (see priv.

pref. a-) and x6(j.7), 'hair', whence xo|j.7)t»)(;,

'comet'. See coma, 'tuft of hairs' and cp. comet

aconite, n., the monkshood. — L. aconitum,U.

Gk. dtxwTov, which prob. derives fr. axoviTt,

'without dust' (scil. of the arena), hence 'with-

out struggle, unconquerable", formed fr. <i- (see

priv. pref. a-) and xovtetv, 'to cover with dust',

fr. xovi?, 'dust', which is cogn. with L. cinis,

'ashes'; see cinerary. The plant was called 'un-

conquerable' in allusion to its deadly poison.

Acontias, n., a genus of lizards (zool.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. axovTia?, 'a quick-darting serpent', fr.

(ix6vTiov, dimin. of «x<ov, 'dart, javelin'. See next

word. .. . __
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acontium, n., javelin. — ModL. fr. Gk. Axovtiov,

dimin. of Sxtov, 'dart, javelin', fr. I.-E. base *ak-,

'sharp, pointed', whence also Gk. i4x7),'point',L.

deer, 'sharp, bitter'. See acrid and words there

referred to and cp. esp. prec. word.

acopic, adj., removing weariness (med)— Form-

ed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. ocxotto?, 'unwearied', fr.

&- (see priv. pref. a-), and xono?, 'striking, beat-

ing, fatigue, weariness', whence xotttelv, 'to cut,

beat, strike', xo^ixa, 'something cut or struck'.

See comma and cp. words there referred to.

acor, n., acidity (med.) — L. acor, 'a sour taste,

sourness', fr. acere, 'to be sour'. See acid,

acorn, n. — ME. akern, fr. OE. ascern, 'acorn',

rel. to ON. akarn, 'acorn', Du. aker, LG. ecker

(whence G. Ecker), 'acorn', Goth, akran,

'fruit'. As proved by Goth, akran, the orig.

meaning was 'fruit', esp. 'fruit of the field'. Ac-

cordingly it is very probable that the above

words are rel. to Goth, akrs, etc., 'field'. See

acre. E. acorn was influenced in form by an

association with corn.

Acorus, n., a genus of plants of the arum family

(j,ot.) — L., an aromatic plant, prob. 'the sweet

flag', fr. Gk. (Scxopo?, which is of uncertain

origin.

acosmism, n., the denial of the independent real-

ity of the world as distinct from God.— Coined

by Fichte and Hegel fr. Gk. priv. pref. a-,

xoofio?, 'the world' (see cosmos), and suff. -ism.

aeosmist, n., one who believes in acosmism. —
See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: acosmist-ical, adj.

acotyledon, n., a plant without cotyledons (60/.)

— See priv. pref. a- and cotyledon,

acotyledonous, adj., havmg no cotyledons. —
Formed fr. acotyledon with suff. -ous.

acouchy, n., a species of agouti. — F. acouchi,

of Tupi origin.

acoumeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

sense of hearing — Compounded of the stem

of Gk. dxoustv, 'to hear', and [iExpov, 'meas-

ure'. See acoustic and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

-acousia, -acousis, combining forms meaning

'hearing'. — Fr. Gk. acxouai?, 'hearing', fr.

dxousiv, 'to hear'. See acoustic,

acoustic, adj.— F. acoustique, fr. Gk. (xxouo-ixo:;,

'pertaining to hearing', fr. axouoTi?, 'heard,

audible', verbal adj. of axoueiv, 'to hear', which

stands for *axoua!.Eiv, and is prob. formed fr.

copul. pref. a-(see acolyte) and I.-E. base *(s)qeu-,

*(s)qeu-, 'to look at, observe, perceive', whence

also xoetv, 'to mark, perceive, hear', Goth.

hausjan, OE. hyran, 'to hear'. See hear and cp.

s'ww. Some scholars explain Gk. axoueiv as

standing for *ax-oua-teiv, 'to have a sharp

ear', fr. I.-E. base *a^-, 'sharp' and *ous, 'ear'

;

«* acrid and ear. See Frisk, GEW., I, 57-58-

^derivatives : acoustie-al, adj., acoustic-al-ly,

^^., acoust-ics, n.

e^uaint, tr. v. — ME. acointen, fr. OF. acoin-

'ier, acointer, fr. Late L. accognitare, 'to make

known, to acquaint',fr. L. accognitus,'w:<\\ia.irAtd.

with', fr. ad- and cognitus, pp. of cognoscere,

'to know'. See cognition and cp. quaint.

Derivatives: acquaintance (q.v.), acquaint-ed,

adj., acquaint-ed-ness, n.

acquaintance, n. — OF. acointance, fr. aeointier.

See prec. word and -ance.

acquiesce, intr. v. — F. acquiescer, fr. L. acqui-

escere, 'to become quiet, to rest', fr. ad- and

quiescere, 'to rest'. See quiesce.

acquiescence, n. — F., fr. acquiescent. See next

word and -ce.

acquiescent, adj. — F., fr. L. acquiescentem, ace.

of acquieseens, pres. part, of acquiescere. See

acquiesce and -ent.

Derivative: acquiescent-ly, adv.

acquire, tr. v. — L. acqulrere, 'to seek in addition

to, acquire', fr. ad- and quaerere, 'to seek,

search'. See quaere and cp. acquisition, conquer,

conquest, inquire, require, request. The change

of Latin ae (in quaerere) to i (in ac-qmrere) is

due to the Latin phonetic law according to which

in the unaccented and open radical syllable of

the second part ofcompounds, ae becomes i. Cp.

-cide, circumcise, collide, concise, conquistador,

decide, elide, excide, excise, 'to cut out', incise,

iniquity, perquisite, precise, succise.

Derivatives: aequir-ed, adj., acquire-ment, n.,

acquir-er, n.

acquisition, n. — F., fr. L. acqulsltionem, ace. of

acquisitid, fr. aequisltus, pp. of acqulrere, 'to

acquire'. See prec. word and -ion and cp. dis-

quisition, inquisition, requisition,

acquisitive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

acquIsUus, pp. of acqulrere. See acquisition.

Derivatives: acquisitive-ly, adv., acquisitive-

ness, n.

acquit, tr. v. — OF. aquiter (F. acquitter), fr. VL.

*acquitdre, fr. ad- and L. quietdre, 'to appease,
"

settle', fr. quies, gen. quietis, 'rest'. See quiet, n.,

and cp. quit.

.Derivatives: acquitment (q.v.), acquitt-al, n.,

acquittance (q.v.), acquitt-er, n.

acquitment, n. — OF. aquitement, fr. aquiter. Stt

prec. word and -ment.

acquittance, n. — OF. aquitance, fr. aquiter. See

acquit and -ance.

acr-, combining form. — See aero-.

Acraeinae, n. pi., a subfamily of butterflies of the

family Nymphalidae (entomology). — ModL.,

formed with suff. -inae fr. Acraeus, Aeraea, fr.

Gk.'Axpaio(;,'Axpaia, 'dwelling on the heights',

epithet of Jupiter resp. Juno, fr. axp5, 'the end,

point, the highest point, peak, headland', prop,

fern, of ixpo;, 'outermost', used as a noun. See

aero- and cp. acropolis,

acrasia, n., intemperance (merf.) — Medical L.,

prop, a confusion of Gk. AxpSaia, 'bad mix-

ture' (fr. oxpaTOQ, 'unmixed', fr. pref. a- and

the stem of xepawuvat, 'to mix') and axpaaia

(= dxpaiTeia), 'want of power, debility'. See

priv. pref. a- and crater, resp. acratia.
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Acraspeda, n. pi., a group of jellyfishes (ichthyol.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. 6iy.pa.cnzeSoc,y 'without frin-

ges', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and xpidTtsSov,

'edge, border, fringe'. See craspedon. The group
is so called in allusion to the lack of a velum.

acratia, n., weakness (med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. dxpaxsia, 'want of power', fr. a- (see

priv. pref. a-) and xpaxoi;, 'strength, power,
rule', which is cogn. with Goth, hardus, OE.
heard, 'hard'. See hard and cp. -cracy, -crat. For
the ending see suff. -ia.

acre, n. ~ ME. aker, fr. OE. secer, rel. to OS.
akkar, ON. akr, Swed. dker, Norw. aaker, Dan.
ager, MLG., MDu. acker, Du. akker, OHG.
achar, MHO., G. acker, OFris. ekker, Goth.
akrs, and cogn. with OI. djrah. Arm. art, Gk.
aypo?, L- ager, 'field, land', which stand for

I.-E. *ag-ro-s and orig. meant 'pasture', i.e. 'a

place where the cattle are driven', fr. I.-E. base

*ag-, 'to drive, lead', whence OI. djati, 'drives'.

Arm. acem, 'I lead, bring', Gk. ayw, 'I lead,

guide', L. ago, 'I drive, lead'. See agent and cp.

agrarian. Cp. also acorn. For sense development
cp. Heb. mighrdsh, 'common, open land', prop,

'pasture land', i.e. 'a place where the cattle are

driven', fr. gdrash, 'he drove out'; cp. also G.
Trift, 'pasture, common', which is rel. to trei-

ben, 'to drive'.

Derivative: acre-age, n.

acrid, adj. — A blend of L. deer (fern, acris, neut.

acre), 'sharp, bitter', and acidus, 'sour', which
are both related to L. acus, 'needle', acies, 'sharp

edge, point, the front of an army, line of battle,

battle array', acuere, 'to sharpen', fr. I.-E. base
*ak-, *aq-, 'sharp, pointed', whence also Oscan
acrid (= L. dcriler), 'sharply', Umbr. per-acri,

'fruitful, fertile', Gk.axpog,'atthe farthest point,

highest; pointed', axTj, 'a point, edge', itdc,, 'a

point', azavi^a, 'thorn, prickle', liixwv, 'a jave-

lin', (Sy.jxwv, 'an anvil', OI. asrih, 'edge', dsman-,
'stone, rock, sky', Avestic, asman-, of s.m. Lith.

akmud, 'stone', asmud ,'sharpness', OSlav. kamy
(a metathesized form), 'stone', Olr. er (for

*akros), 'high', Arm. as-ein, 'stone' (the force

of the suff. -ein is yet unknown), ON. hamarr,
OE. hamor, hamer, etc., 'hammer'. Cp. Gk.
ixxpo(xo(jiai, '1 hear, listen', prop, 'have a sharp
hearing', in which the first element is rel. to

Sxpo.;, 'pointed, sharp'. — Cp. the gradational

variant base *oq-, whence Gk. 6^6?, 'sharp',

oitpii;, 'peak, hilltop', OL. ocris, 'a rugged, stony
mountain', L. mediocris, 'middling, moderate,
indifferent, tolerable' (orig. 'being half-way up
the height of a mountain'), occa, 'a harrow',

OSlav. ostrii, Lith. aStrus (for *okro, with in-

serted /), 'sharp', Mir. ochar, W. ochr, ochyr,

'edge, corner, border'. Cp. awn, eager, ear of

corn, edge, egg, 'to urge', hammer. Cp. also

Acaena, acantha, acanthion, acantho-, Accipi-

ter, acerb, acescent, acetum, acid, Adpenser,
acme, acne, Acocantlieni, acor, Acreinae, acri-

mony, aoro-, acroama, acrobat, acropolis, Ac-

taea, Actaeon, aculeate, acuieus, acumen, acus,
acute, aglet, agrito, ague, cute, exacerbate, eglan-

tine, griotte, paragon, tetrakis, Thrinax, triakis,

vinegar. Cp. also mediocre, ocrea, Ocimum, Oxa-
11s, oxy-, oxygen.

Derivatives: acrid-ity, n., acrid-ly, adv., acrid-

ness, n.

acrimonious, adj., harsh, bitter.— F. acrimonieux,
fr. ML. dcrimoniosus, fr. L. dcrimdnia. See acri-

mony and -ous.

Derivatives: acrimonious-ty, adv., acrimonious-

ness, n.

acrimony, n., harsness, bitterness; asperity. — L.

dcrimonia, 'sharpness, pungency', formed fr. L.

deer (fem. dcris, neut. acre), 'sharp', with suff.

-monia. See acrid and -mony and cp. words there
referred to.

acrisia, n., condition of disease with no symp-
toms to establish the diagnosis. — Gk. axpiaia,
'want of judgment', fr. axpixo?, 'not judged',

fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and xpixog, 'separated,

chosen, decided, judged', verbal adj. of xptvEiv,

'to separate, choose, decide, judge'. Sec critic.

acritical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

Gk. SxpiToi;, 'not judged'. See prec. word.
aero-, acr-, combining form meaning 'pertaining

to the end, extreme'. — Gk. dxpo-, fr. (Xxpo?,

'at the end, at the top, outermost', fr. axTj,

'edge'; cogn. with L. acer, 'sharp', OSlav. ostrii,

Lith. aStrus, of s.m., Olr. er, 'high'. See acrid

and cp. words there referred to.

acroama, n., oral teaching; esoteric teaching. —
L., fr. Gk. axpoajia, lit. 'that which is heard
(with pleasure)', fr. dxpotioptat, 'I hear', orig.

'I have a sharp hearing', fr. *dxp-ouaa, 'a sharp
hearing', compounded of Sxpoq, 'pointed,

sharp', and Ion,, Att. oug, gen. o5aTo<;, cor-

responding to Gk. o3c;, gen. wxot;, 'ear'. For
the first element see acrid and cp. acropolis. For
the second element see ear, 'the organ of hear-

ing', and cp. oto-. For the ending see suff. -ma.

acroamatic, adj., oral; esoteric. — Gk. axpoa-
(iaTix6c;, 'pertaining to hearing', fr. dxpoajjia,

'that which is heard'. See prec. word and -atic.

Derivative: acroamatic-s, n.

acrobat, n. — F. acrobate, fr. Gk. axp6|3aTO(;,

'walking on tiptoe', fr. Sxpo?, 'at the end, outer-

most, highest', and ^ax-, 'going', from the stem
of palvEiv, 'to go, walk'. (Cp. Pax6?, 'passable',

verbal adj. of patveiv.) For the first element
sec aero-, for the second see base, n., and cp.

the second element in aerobatics.

Derivatives: acrobat-ic, adj., acrobat-ic-al-ly,

adv., acrobat-ics, n., acrobat-ism. n.

acrocarpous, adj., bearing fruit at the end of the

staUc {bat.) — Gk. axp6xap7ro<;, 'bearing fruit

at the top', compounded of Sxpo?, 'at the end,

outermost, highest', and xapirAr;, 'fruit'. See

aero- and carpel. For E. -ous, as equivalent to

Gk. -o^, see -ous.

acrocephalic, acrocephalous, adj., having a point-

ed skuU. — Compounded of aero- and cephalic.
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acrochordon, n., a kind of wart (merf.) — L., fr.

Gk. dxpoxopStiv, which is compounded of

Sxpo?, 'at the end, outermost, highest' and

XopS'^, 'chord, string'. See aero- and chord.

acrodynia, n., disease characterized by pain in

the hands and feet (merf.)— Medical L., coined

by Chardon in 1828, and lit. meaning 'pain in

the extremities', fr. aero- and Gk. oSuvtj, 'pain'.

See -odynia.

acrogen, n., a plant growing at the apex, as ferns,

mosses, etc. {bot.) — Lit. 'growing at the top'.

See aero- and -gen.

Derivative: acrogen-ous, adj.

acrolein, n., a colorless aldehyde, C3H4O (chem.)

— Compounded of L. deer (fem. dcris, neut.

acre), 'sharp', and olere, 'to smell'. See acrid

olfactory, and chem. suff. -in.

acrolith, n., a statue having the extremities of

stone and the trunk of wood. — L. acrolithus,

fr. Gk. dtxpiXt^oi;, 'with ends made of stone',

which is compounded of Sxpoi;, 'at the end,

outermost, highest', and Xi&oi;, 'stone'. See

aero- and -lith.

acromegaly, acromegalia, n., a disease character-

ized by an enlargement of the head, thorax and

extremities (med.) — Medical L. acromegalia,

compounded of aero- and Gk. [jtEYa;, fem.

(xcyaXr), 'great'. See mega- and the suff. -y,

resp. -ia, which both represent Gk. -ia.

acromial, adj., pertaining to the acromion. — See

next word and adj. suff. -al.

acromion, n., the outer end of the shoulderblade

(anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. iixpto[ji,ta, 'point

of the shoulder', which is compounded of Sxpo?,

'at the end, outermost, highest' and Si\LOQ,

'shoulder'. See aero- and omo-, 'shoulder'.

acron, n., the foremost segment of the body of an

insect. — Gk. Sxpov, 'tip', prop. neut. of the

adjective (Sxpo;, 'at the end, outermost, high-

est'. See aero-.

cronychal, acronycal, adj., happening or oc-

curring at nightfall {astron.) — Formed with

adj. suff, -al fr. Gk. dxp6vuxo(;, 'at nightfall',

fr. Sxpoz, 'at the end, outermost, highest', and

vOxo? = vu^, 'night'. See aero- and nycti-.

Derivative: acronychal-ly, adv.

•owoym, n., a word formed from the first letters

of a series of words, as UNO, from t/nited

Afations Organization. — Coined fr. acr- and
Gk. 8vu|xa, dial, form of 6vo(ia, 'name'. See

w* and cp. onomato-.
Cpfcobi", n., morbid fear of high places (med.)

— Medical Latin, fr. aero- and Gk. -ipopCa, fr.

9A0O(;, fear'. See -phobia.

ewpfcony, n., the use of the pictorial represen-

tation of an object as the phonetic sign of the

initial sound or syllable with which the name of
that object begins. — Compounded of aero-,

•nd Gk. -9<i>vla, fr. cpuv^, 'sound, voice'. See

<•*«*. n., the fortified upper part ofan ancient

Gredr city; esp. that of Athens.— Gk. dbtp^iro-

Xi?, fr. iSxpo<; 'at the end, outermost, highest',

and -KokiQ, 'city' (see aero- and policy, 'method

of government'). This compound developed

from the older form dcxpa 7x6X11;, 'the upper or

higher city'. (Homer still prefers Sxpa Tr6Xt<; to

the compound, which he uses only twice,

Odyssey VIII, 494 and 504) See Albert

Debrunner, Griechische Wortbildungslehre,

Heidelberg, 19 17, p. 91.

acrorhagns, n., one of the marginal tubercles of

actinians {zool.) — ModL., compounded of

aero- and Gk. pi?, gen. payo?, 'berry', which

is cogn. with L. racemus, 'the stalk of a cluster

of grapes'. See raceme.

across, adv. and prep. — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and cross.

acrostic, n., a poem in which the initial letters of

the lines form a word or words.— L. acrostichis,

fr. Gk. axpo(jTixi?> 'acrostic', which is com-

pounded of (ixpoi;, 'at the end, outermost', and

oxtxo?, 'row, line, rank, verse', which is rel.

to CTxetxeiv, 'to go; to march in order'. See

aero- and sty, 'to ascend', and cp. hemistich,

monostich, distich, tetrastich, pentastich, hexa-

stich, heptastich, octastich, decastich, stichich,

orthostichy, stoichiometry, cadastre.

Acrostichum, n., a genus of ferns of the polypody

family (Jbot.) — ModL,, formed fr. L. acrosti-

chis, 'acrostic' (see prec. word); so called from

the position of the sori.

acroterium, acroterion, n., pedestal for a statue

or other ornament, placed at the apex or one of

the comers of a pediment (archit.) — L. acro-

terium, fr. Gk. dxpcoxriptov, 'extremity, sum-

mit, top', fr. Sxpo?, 'at the end, outermost'.

See aero-.

acrotomous, adj., having a cleavage parallel with

the base (mineral.) — Gk. axpixopio?, 'cut off,

sharp, abrupt', compounded of fixpoq, 'at the

end, outermost', and -xo|jt.o<;, which is rel. to

x6^0(;, 'a cut, piece cut off, section', xo(jl6(;,

'cutting'. See tome and cp. words there refer-

red to. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -o?,

see -ous.

act, n. — F. acte, 'action', partly fr. L. actus, 'a

doing, an action' (fr. actus, pp. of agere, 'to set

in motion, drive; to do, act'), partly fr. actum,

'something done' (which is prop. neut. of actus,

pp. of agere). Sec agent and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. entr'acte, interact

Derivatives: act, tr. and tr. v., act-ing, n., and

adj., active (q.v.)

Actaea, n., a genus of plants, the baneberry

(hot.) — L,, 'herb Christopher', fr. Gk. dtxx^a,

'the elder tree', prob. meaning lit. 'the tree with

pointed leaves', fr. I.-E. base *ak-, 'sharp,

pointed'. See acrid and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Actaeon, n., the himter who, having seen Artemis

bathing, was changed by her into a stag and torn

to pieces by his own dogs {Greek mythol.) —
L. Actaedn, fr. Gk. 'AxTatcov, a word of un-



certain etymology. It denoted perh. orig. a

water god and derives fr. olxtt), 'promontory;

beach seashore' (whence also azTaio;, 'on the

shore'), which is of uncertain origin. It possibly

derives fr. I.-E. base *ak-, 'sharp, pointed'. See

acrid and cp. prec. word.

actin-, form of actino- before a vowel.

actinic, adj., pertaining to actinism. — See next

word and -ic.

actinism, n., property of ultraviolet rays of caus-

ing chemical change. — Formed with suff.

-ism fr. Gk. axxf?, gen. qcxtTvoc, 'ray, ra-

diance'. See actino-.

Actinistia, n., an order of crossopterygian fishes

(paleontol.) — ModL., compounded of actin-

and Gk. ioTiov, 'web, sail', dimin. of Icttoc;,

'web, tissue; ship's mast', from the stem of

iCT-rr^lxi, 'I make to stand'. See liisto- and cp.

aniiistous. For the ending see suff. -ia.

actinium, n., a radioactive element (chem.) —
ModL., coined by its discoverer, the French

chemist Andre-Louis Debierne(b. 1874) in 1899

fr. Gk. axTl?, gen. dcxxtvcK;, 'ray'. See actinic

and -ium.

actino-, before a vowel actin-, pertaining to rays;

pertaining to actinism. — Fr. Gk. iv-Ttq gen.

axTivot;, 'ray, radiance', which is cogn. with

01. akiiih, 'light, ray, night', Goth, iihtwo (for

*nxi"'o), dawn, daybreak', OHG. uhta, of s.m.,

Lith. anksti, OPruss. angstainai, 'early', Cp. the

second element in Chaenactis, diactinic, tetract.

actinogram, n., record made by an actinograph.

— Compounded of actino- and Gk. Ypai^lJ-a>

'something written'. See -gram,

actinograph, n., an instrument for recording the

actinic power of the sunrays. — Compounded

of actino- and Gk. -ypaqjo?, fr. Ypacpstv, 'to

write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: actinograph-ic, adj., actinograph-y,

n.

actinology, n., the study of the rays of light. —
Compounded of actino- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-X6yo!;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy,

actinometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

actinic effect of the sun's rays. — Compounded

of actino- and Gk. (xerpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

Eterivatives: actinometr-y, n., aclinometr-ic, ac-

tinometr-ical, adjs.

Actinomyces, n., a genus of parasitic bacteria

(baclerioL). — ModL., compounded of actino-

and Gk. ixuxY)?, 'fungus'. See myco-.

actinomycete, n., any of a group of parasitic

bacteria. — Formed fr. actino- and -mycete.

actinomycosis, n., an inflammatory disease caus-

ed by the actinomycetes {med.) — Coined by

the German pathologist Otto Bollinger (1843-

1909) in 1877 fr. Actinomyces and suff. -osis.

actinon, n., a radioactive gaseous element of the

argon family (chem.)— ModL., formr 1 fr. Gk.

dbtTts, gen. ixTtvo?, 'ray', and -on, Greek

20

suff. forming neut. nouns and adjectives. See

actino- and cp. actinium,

actinotherapy, n., the use of actinic rays in the

treatment of disease. — Compounded of actino-

and therapy.

Actinozoa, a class of marine coelenterate animals

(zool.)— Compounded of actino- and Gk. I^coa,

pi. of t^cjiov, 'animal'. See -zoa.

action, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. actionem, ace. of

actio, 'action', fr. actus, pp. ofagere, 'to do, act'.

See act, n., and -ion and cp. interaction.

Derivative: action-able, adj.

activate, tr. v. — See active and verbal suff. -ate.

active, adj. — F. ac»/(fem. active), fr. L. activus,

fr. actus, pp. oiagere, 'to act'. See act

Derivatives: active-ly, adv., active-ness, n.

activity, n. — F. activite, fr. Late L. activitatem,

ace. of dctivitds, fr. L. activus. See active and

-ity.

acton, n., a quilted garment worn under the mail.

— ME., fr. OF. auqueton (F. hoqueton), fr. Sp.

alcoton, algodon, fr. Arab, al-qittun, 'the cotton'.

See cotton,

actor, n. — L. actor, 'doer, actor', fr. actus, pp. of

agere, 'to do, act'. See act and agential suff. -or.

actress, n. — See prec. word and -ess.

actual, adj. — ME. actuel, fr. F. actuel, fr. Late

L. dctualis, fr. L. actus, pp. o^ agere, 'to do, act'.

See act and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: actual, n., actuality (q.v.), actualize

(q.v.), actual-ty, adv., actual-ness, n.

actuality, n. — ML. dctudlitds, fr. Late L. dctu-

dlis (see actual and -ity); prop, a loan trans-

lation of Gk. evepyeta (see energy).

actualization, n. — See next word and -ion.

actualize, tr. v. — Coined by Coleridge fr. actual

and suff. -ize.

Derivative: actualiz-ation, n.

actuary, n., one whose profession is to calculate

insurance rates. — L. dcludrius, 'copist, clerk,

registrar', fr. acta, 'events, records", prop. pi.

neut. pp. of agere, used as a noun. See act and

subst. suff. -ary.

Derivative: actuari-al, adj.

actuate, tr. v., to put into action. — ML. dctu-

dtus, pp. of dctudre, fr. L. actus, 'action'. See

act and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: actuat-ion, n., actuat-or, n.

acuerdo, n., resolution of a tribunal; the mem-

bers of a tribunal (Sp. Amer) — Sp., lit. 'reso-

lution', fr. acordar, 'to agree to resolve by com-

mon consent', fr. VL. accorddre, 'to agree'. See

accord, v.

acuity, n., sharpness.— F. acuiie, ft. L. acuitdtem,

ace. of acuitds, fr. acuere, 'to sharpen', which

is rel. to acus, 'needle'. See acrid and -ity and

cp. acute.

aculeate, adj., i) having a sting; 2) furnished with

prickles; 3) pointed. — L. aculedtus, 'furnished

vrith pricides', fr. aculeus, 'prickle'. See acukus

and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: aculeat-ed, adj.
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aculeiform, adj., shaped like a prickle. — Com-

pounded of aculeus, and U forma, 'form, shape'.

See form, n.

aculeolate, adj., furnished with very small prick-

les.— Formed with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. aculeotus,

double dim. of acus, 'needle'. See next word.

aculeus, n., a prickle {hot.); a sting (zool.) — L.,

'spine, prickle', dim. of acus, 'needle', fr. I.-E.

base *ak- 'sharp, pointed'. See acrid and cp.

words there referred to.

acumen, n., mental sharpness. — L. acumen,

'sharpness, mental sharpness, keenness of in-

telligence', fr. acuere, 'to sharpen'. See acute

and -men.

acuminate, adj., tapering to a point. — L. acumi-

natus, pp. of acumindre, 'to sharpen', fr. acHmen,

gen. acuminis, 'sharpness. See acumen and adj.

suff. -ate.

acupressure, n., the checking of bleeding by the

pressure of a needle on the bleeding vessel

{surg.) — Compounded of L. acus, 'needle' and

pressura 'pressure'. See acus and pressure,

acupuncture, n., puncture of the ailing part with

a needle to relieve pain. — Compounded of L.

acus, 'needle', and punctura, 'a pricking'. See

acus and puncture,

acus, needle, pin {Rom. antiq.) — L., fr. I.-E.

base *ak-, 'sharp pointed', whence also deer,

'sharp'. See acrid and cp. the first element in

aciform. Cp. also eglantine,

acushla, n., darling (Ir.) — Ir. a cuisle, 'O pulse'

(in a cuisle mo croidhe, 'O pulse of my heart').

acute, adj. — L. acutus, 'sharp', lit. 'sharpened',

pp. oi acuere, 'to sharpen', which is rel. to acus,

'needle'. See acrid and cp. cute and ague.

Derivatives: dcute-ly, adv., acute-ness, n.

-acy, suff. denoting quality, state or dignity. —
I) F. -atie, fr. L. -dcia, fr. adjectives in -ax, gen.

-dcis (cp. fallacy); 2) F. -atie, fr. L. -dtia (whence

ML. -dcia), fr. L. -ds gen. -dtis (cp. abbacy);

3) ML. -dtia, fr. L. nouns ending in -dtus (cp.

magistracy); 4) ML. -dtia, fr. Gk. -dcTcia (cp.

piracy^; 5) from English nouns and adjectives

in -ate (cp. privacy). Cp. the suffixes -cy and

-cracy. Cp. also -acious and subst. suff. -ate.

acyclic, adj., not cyclic. — See priv. pref. a- and

cyclic.

Myrology, n., incorrect diction. — L. acyrologia,

fr. Gk. axjpoXoyCa, 'incorrect phraseology', fr.

dxOpoXoyeu, 'I speak incorrectly', which is

compounded of axOpo?, 'without authority',

and -Xoyii, fr. -Xoyo;, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. The first element is formed fr. a- (see

priv. pref. a-) and xopio;, adj., 'having power
or authority over' (whence xuptog, n., 'lord,

master'), fr. xijpo?, 'authority'. See church and
cp. words there referred to. For the second ele-

ment see -logy.

•*•, pref. of Latin origin expressing direction to-

ward or addition to.— Ad- appears in this form
before a vowel and before the consonants d, h.

adamant

j, m, V. It is simplified to a- before sc, sp, st.

Before c, /, g, I, n, p, q, r, s and ( ad- is assimil-

ated to ac-, resp. af-, ag-, al-, an-, ap-, ac-, ar-,

as-, at: — L. ad-, etc., fr. ad, 'to, toward', rel.

to Umbr. or-, ars-, Oscan ad-, az (for *ad-s),

'to, toward', and cogn. with Goth, at, OE. set,

'at'. See at and cp. a, pref. a- (corresponding to

L. ad), and a- in abandon.

-ad, suff. used to denote collective numerals, fe-

minine patronymics, families of plant names or

names of poems. — Gk. -a?, gen. -aSog, a suff.

forming femin. nouns.

Ada, fem. PN. {Bible) — Heb. 'Adhd'\ lit. 'orna-

ment', rel. to 'ddhd", 'he adorned, ornamented',

whence 'ddhi, 'ornament'.

adactylous, adj., without fingers or toes {zool.) —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk.

SaxTuXoi;, 'finger'. See dactyl,

adage, n., proverb. — F., fr. L. adagium, 'adage,

proverb', fr. ad- and the stem of L. aid (for

*agyd), 'I say', which is rel. to prddigium (for

"prod-agiom), 'sign, omen, portent,prodi gy',

and cogn. with Gk. vjixi (for "TiYt^O. 'I speak',

perf. 6cv-toya, 'I command', lit. 'I say loudly' (for

this sense of the pref. avoi- cp. avaxaXeoi, 'I

call loudly'). Arm. asem, 'I say', af-ac, 'prov-

erb'. Cp. prodigy,

adagio, adv., slowly, leisurely; n., a slow move-

ment {music). — It., formed fr. ad- and agio,

'leisure', fr. OProven?. aize, 'ease, convenience,

leisure', fr. VL. adjacens, pres. part, of adjacere,

'to lie at, to lie near', whence also F. aise, 'ease,

convenience, comfort, leisure'. See adjacent and

cp. ease.

adalid, n., leader, guide.—Sp., fr. Arab. ad-dalflVn.

'the leader', fr. ad-, assimilated form of al-, 'the',

and dah'l, 'leader', fr. ddlla, 'he showed the way,

he lead'.

Adam, n., name of the first man(B;*/^); in a figur-

ative sense it is used to denote 'human nature,

frailty'. — Heb. Addm, lit. 'man', usually with

the def. art., hd-dddm, 'the man', prop, 'the one

formed fromdddmd" (ie. the ground)'. See Gen.

2:7, 'The Lord God formed man of dust from

the ground'. For the connection between Heb.

dddmd", 'ground, earth', and dddm, 'man', cp.

L. homo, 'man', humdnus, 'human', which are

rel. to humus, 'earth, ground, soil', and Gk.

ETCix^ovioi., 'earthly ones, men', fr. x^<^^> 'earth'.

Derivatives: Adam-ic, Adam-ic-al, adjs., Adam-

ic-al-ly, adv., Adam-ite, n., Adam-it-ism, n.,

Adam-it-ic, Adam-it-ic-al, adjs.

adamant, n., a very hard stone; adj., very hard,

unyielding. — ME., 'diamond, magnet', fr. OF.

adamant, oblique case, fr. L. adamantem, ace. of

adamds (whence the OF. nom. adamas), fr. Gk.

(x8a[jia;, 'adamant, the hardest metal, diamond',

lit. 'unconquerable', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and

the verb Sajxav, 'to tame'. See tame and cp. dia-

mond ; cp. also the second element in Hippodamia.

The sense of 'load stone, magnet', arose from a

confusion with L. adamdre, 'to love passionately'

.
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adamantean, adj., hard as adamant. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. L. adamanteus, fr. adamas. See

prec. word.

adamantine, adj., i) made of adamant; 2) like

adamant; very hard. — L. adamantinus, fr. Gk;
dSajjidcvTivoi;, fr. aSajiSi;. See adamant and adj.

sutf. -ine.

adamite, n., a hydrous zinc arsenate {mineral.)—
Named after the mineralogist M. Adam. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Adam's apple, the thyroid cartilage. — A name
due to the inexact translation of Heb. tappQafi

hddddm, lit. 'man's projection (in the neck)', fr.

tappaalf, 'anything swollen or protruding;

apple', from the base of idphdft, 'it swelled*. The
rendering of this Hebrew term by 'Adam's

apple' is due to two popular beliefs: i) that the

forbidden fruit eaten by Adam was an apple;

2) that a piece of this apple stuck in Adam's
throat.

adangle, adj., dangling. — Coined by Robert

Browning (1812-89) fr. pref. a-, 'on', and
dangle.

adapt, tr. v. — F. adapter, fr. L. adaptdre, 'to fit,

adjust, adapt', fr. ad- and aptdre, 'to fit', fr.

aptus, 'fit'. See apt and cp. adept.

Derivatives: adapl-able, adj., adapt-abil-ity, a.,

adaptation (q.v.), adapt-ed, adj., adapt-ed-ness,

n., adapt-er, adapl-or, n.

adaptation, n. — F., fr. ML. adaptdtionem, ace.

of adaptdtio, fr. L. adaptdtus, pp. of adaptdre.

See adapt and -ation.

Derivatives: adaptation-al, adj., adaptation-al-

ly, adv.

Adar, n., name of the twelfth Jewish month. —
Heb. Adhir, fr. Akkad. Addaru, Adaru, lit. 'the

dark or clouded month', fr. Akkad. addru. 'to

be dark'; see Frd. Delitzsch, Prolegomena,

p. 138. According to Haupt in ZDMG., 64, 705,

Addaru is rel. to Akkad. iddar, 'threshing floor',

and prop, means 'month of the threshing floor'.

Cp. Veadar.

adati, n., a kind of fine cloth exported from Ben-
gal. — Prob. fr. Hind, ddhd, 'half', and lit.

meaning 'of half width'. See Yule-Bumell,

Hobson-Jobson, p. 4.

add, tr. and intr. v. — L. addere, 'to put to, lay

on, give in addition to, add', fr. ad- and -dere,

fr. dare, 'to give'. See date, 'point of time', and
cp. addendum, additament, addition.

Derivatives: add-ed, adj., adder (q.v.), add-

ible, adj.

addax, n., a North African and Arabian antelope

with long spiral horns. — L., according to

Pliny II, 124, a word of African origin.

addendum, n., something added. — L. neut. of
addendus, 'that which is to be added', gerundive

of addere, 'to add'. See add and cp. reddendum.
For other Latin gerundives used in English cp.

agenda and words there referred to.

adder, n., onewho or that whlt^ adds.— Foimed
with agmtial suff. -cr fr. add (q.v.)

adder, n., a snake. — ME. naddre, addre, fr. OE.
nxdre, 'adder, snake', rel. to OS. nddra, ON.
nddra, MDu. nddre, Du. adder, OHG. ndtara,

MHG. ndter, G. Natter, Goth, nadrs, and cogn.

with L. natrix, 'water snake' Olr. nathir, W.
neidr, OCo. nader, 'adder'. All these words prob.

derive fr. I.-E. base *(s)ne-, 'to wind, twist',

whence also Gk. v^v, L. nere, 'to spin'. See

needle and cp. natrix. The loss of the initial n in

E. adder is due to a misdivision of ME. a naddre

into an addre. For similar misdivisions cp. aitch-

bone, apron, auger, ekename, eyas, ouch, umble
pie, umpire.

addict, tr. v. — L. addictus, pp. of addicere, 'to

award, assign, devote', fr. ad- and dicere, 'to

say'. See dictlML

Derivatives: addict, n., addict-ed, adj., addict-

ed-ness, n.

addiction, n. — L. addictid, gen. -dnis, 'an award-

ing, devoting', fr. addictus, pp. of addicere. See

addict and -ion.

Addison's disease. — So called by its discoverer

Thomas Addison of Guy's Hospital ini 855.

additament, n., addition. — L. additdmentum,

'addition, increase', fr. *additdre, freq. of ad-

dere (pp. additus), 'to add'. See add and -ment.

Derivative: additament-ary, adj.

addition, n. — OF (= F.), fr. L. additionem, ace.

of additid, 'an adding to, addition', fr. additus,

pp. of addere. See add and -ion.

Derivatives: addition, tr. v., addition-al, adj.,

addition-al-ly, adv., addition-ary, adj.

additicious, adj., increasing. — L. additJcius,

'added, additional', fr. additus, pp. oiaddere. See

add. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

additive, adj. — L. additivus, 'added, anexed',

fr. additus, pp. of addere. See add and -Ive.

Derivatives: additive-ly, adv., additiv-ity, n.

addle, n., urine, filth.— OE. adela, rel. to OSwed.
adel, 'urine', MLG. adel, Du. aal, 'puddle'. Cp.

addle, adj.

addle, adj., putrid (said of an egg); confused,

muddled. — From addle, n., 'urine, filth',

whence addle egg, used in the sense of 'an egg

that does not hatch, rotten egg', but lit. meaning
'urine egg' ; a term due to the literal rendering

of L. ovum urinum, 'urine egg', which arose from

the erroneous translation of Gk. oupiov ^ov,

'putrid egg', prop, 'wind egg', fr. oupto?, 'of

the wind' (fr. o5po?, 'wind'), confused with

oftpioi;, 'of urine', fr. o5pov, 'urine'.

address, tr. v. — ME. adressen, 'to raise, adorn',

F. adresser, fr. OF. adrecier, fr. a. 'to' (see i),

and drecier (F. dresser), 'to direct'. See ad-

and dress and cp. direct

Derivatives: address, n.(<i.v.),address-ee,n.,ad-

dress-er, n., address-fid, adj., address-or, n.

address, n. — A blend of address, v., and F.

adresse, 'address'.

ddace, tr. v., to bring forward; to cite. — L. orf-

ducere, 'to lead to', fr. ad- and dicere (pp.

duetto), 'to lead*. See <
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Derivatives: adduc-er, n., adduc-ibte, adj.

adducent, adj., drawing together (said of mus-

cles) ; the opposite of abducent (anat.)— L. ad-

dUcens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of addHcere. See

prec. word and -ent.

adduct, tr. v., to draw together (said of the

muscles). — L. adductus, pp. of addUcere, 'to

lead to'. See adduce.

adduction, n., the act of adducing. — L. adductio,

gen. -dnis, fr. adductus, pp. of adducere. See prec.

word and -ion.

adductor, n., an adducent muscle (anat.) — L.,

lit. 'a drawer to', from adductus pp. of addUcere.

See adduce and agential suff. -or.

-ade, suff. denoting 1) an action as in cannonade;

1) the result or product of an action as in le-

monade, pomade. — F. -ade, fr. Sp. -ada or

OProvenp. or It. -ata, fr. Late L. -dta, prop,

fem. pp. suff. of Latin verbs of the ist conjuga-

tion; see adj. suff. -ate. The native French form

is -ee (cp. -ee).

-ade, suff. denoting the person or group partici-

pating in an action as in comrade, brigade. —
F. -ade, fr. Sp. or Port, -ado, which is rel. to It.

-ato, fr. L. -dtus, pp. suff. of verbs of the ist

conjugation. Cp. prec. suff. and the suff. -ado.

-ade, suff. denoting a number or a group. — F.

-ade, fr. Gk. -a8a, ace. of -at;. Cp. decade. This

suff. is identical with, though graphically dif-

ferentiated from, suff. -ad (q.v.)

adeem, tr. v., to revoke (a legacy) (law). — L.

adimere, 'to take away', fr. ad- and emere, 'to

take'. See exempt and cp. words there referred

to.

Adela, fem. PN. — Lit. 'noble'. See next word.

Adelaide, fem. PN. — F. Adelaide, fr. G. Adel-

heid, fr. OHG. Adalhaid, lit. 'of a noble mind',

fr. OHG. adal, 'noble family' (whence G. Adel,

'nobility'), and heit, 'state, rank', which is rel.

to OE. had, 'person, sex, degree, state, nature'.

For the first element cp. Adela, Adeline, Adolph,

Aline, Athelstan, and allerion, for the second
see -hood, -head. Cp. also Alice.

Adelia, n., a genus of American plants of the

oUve family {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. aSrjXoc;,

unseen, invisible' (see adelo- and -ia); so called

because of its minute flowers.

Adeline, fem. PN. — F., a word of Teut. origin,

introduced into England through the medium
of the Normans. The name lit. means 'noble'.
See Adelaid and cp. Aline.

*'••'**> n., a calcium and magnesium arsenate
(mineral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr.

Gk. (MtiXoc, 'unseen, obscure' (see adelo-); so
^jled in allusion to the lack of transparency.
•>-» combining form, meaning 'not seen, con-
*^^**1'. — Gk. a8T)Xo-, fr. SSTjXoq, 'unseen, in-

^'Mblc', fr. dt- (see priv. pref. a-) and SrjXo?

\Hoinenc SieXoi;), 'visible, clear', which is con-
**=tod fr. •S^jieXck:, and is rel. to 8&xto, 'seemed',
"<• cogn. with 01. dfdeti, 'shines'. See deity and
q>- Adelia.

adelpho-, combining form meaning 'brother'. —
Gk. aSeXtpo-, fr. aSeX96q, 'brother', lit. 'from

the same womb', fr. copul. pref. a.-, 'together

with', and SeXtput;, 'womb'. Copul. pref. a-

stands for I.-E. *sm-, a weak gradational form

of I.-E. base *sem-, 'one together'; see same.

For the etymology of SeX9uc see calf and cp.

dolphin. Cp. also the second element in Dia-

delphia, Didelphia, monadelphous, Philadelphus.

For the sense development of Gk. iSs.X<f6c, cp.

Gk. aYoioTcop, 'from the same womb', fr. copul.

pref. a- and ycx.oTtjp, 'belly, womb'.

adempted, adj., taken away (law). — Fr. obsol.

adempt, fr. L. ademptus, pp. oi adimere, 'to take

away;. See next word and -ed.

ademption, n., the act of taking away. — L.

ademptio, gen. -onis, 'a taking away, seizure', fr.

ademptus, pp. of adimere. See adeem and -ion.

aden-, form of adeno- before a vowel.

adenine, n., also adenin, a crystalline base (bio-

chem.) — Coined by the German physiological

chemist Albrecht Kossel (1853-1927) fr. Gk.

a87)v. 'gland' (see adeno-), and chem. suff. -ine,

-in; so called by him because it is derived from

pancreas.

adenitis, n., inflammation of a gland or glands

(med.) — Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr.

Gk. &S-f]v, gen. dcSevoc, 'gland'. See adeno-.

adeno-, before a vowel aden-, combining form

denoting 'pertaining to glands, glandular'

(med.) — Gk. dSevo-, aSev-, fr. ixSr.v, gen.

aS^vo?, 'gland', fr. I.-E. *-i}g"'en, whence also

L. inguen, 'groin, abdomen'. See inguen and cp.

the second element in Dipladenia.

adenoid, adj., gland-like, glandular. — Medical

L. adenoideus, fr. Gk. dSevoeiSif);, 'gland-like',

fr. (iSr]v, gen. aSevo;, 'gland', and -oeiSr^q,

'like', fr. cISo?, 'form, shape' . See adeno-and -old.

Derivatives: adenoids, n. pi., adenoid-al, adj.,

adenoid-ism, n.

adenoma, a benign glandular tumor (med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -oma fr. Gk. d8T)v>

'gland'. See adeno-.

Derivative: adenomat-ous, adj.

Adeona, also Abeona, n., the goddess watching

over the first departure of children. — See

Abeona and cp. adit.

Adephaga, n. pi., an order of beetles (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. aSrjtpdya, 'voracious (scil. ^ojoc,

animals)', neut. pi. of aSri^dyoi;, which is com-

pounded of aSrjv, 'to one's fill', and -(pdyoi;, fr.

(payEiv, 'to eat'. Gk. aSr|V, more correctly aSr.v

(fr. *saden) is rel. to oelv (for *saein), 'to sa-

tiate', and cogn. with OE. sasd, 'sated, satisfied'

(whence ME. sad, 'sated, full, satisfied, tired').

See sad and words there referred to and cp. esp.

hadro-. For the second element see -phagous.

adephagous, adj., i) voracious; 2) pertaining

to the Adephaga. — See prec. word and

-phagous.

adept, adj., skilled, proficient; n., an expert. —
L. adeptus, 'reached, attained', pp. of adipiscl.



adequacy

'to arrive at, reach, attain', fr. ad- and apisci

(pp. aptus), 'to reach, come up with', which is

rel. to OL. *apid, apere, 'to bind, attach', pp.

aptus, 'attached to'. See apt and cp. adapt. For

the change of Latin d (in aptus) to e (in ad-

eptus) see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: adept-ness, n.

adequacy, n. — Formed fr. next word with

snif. -cy.

adequate, adj. — L. adaequatus, pp. oiadaequdre,

'to make equal to', fr. ad- and aequdre, 'to make

equal', fr. aequus, 'equal'. See equal and adj.

sufF. -ate.

Derivatives: adequate-ly, adv., adequate-ness, n.

adermia, n., absence of the skin (med.)— Medical

L., formed fr. priv. pref. a-, Gk. S^pjxa, 'skin'

(see derma), and suff. -ia.

adevism, n., the denial of gods. — A hybrid coin-

ed by Max Miiller on analogy of atheism, fr.

priv. pref. a-, OI. devdh, 'god', and -ism, a suff.

of Greek origin. See deity.

adharma, n., unrighteousness (Hinduism). — OI.

d-dharmah, formed fr. priv. pref. a- and dhdrmah,

'law, right, justice'. See an- and dharma.

adhere, v. — F. adherer, fr. L. adhaerere, 'to stick

to, cling to', fr. ad- and haerere, 'to stick, cling'.

See hesitate and cp. adhesion. Cp. also cohere,

inhere.

adherence, n. — F. adherence, fr. ML. adhaeren-

lia, fr, L. adhaerens, gen. -entis. See next word

and -ce.

adherent, adj. and n. — F. adherent, fr. L. ad-

haerentem, ace. of adhaerens, pres. part, of ad-

haerere. See adhere and -ent.

adhesion, n. — F. adhesion, fr. L. adhaesionem,

ace. of adhaesio, 'a sticking to, adhesion', fr.

adhaesus, pp. of adhaerere. See adhere and -ion.

Derivative: adhesion-al, adj.

adhesive, adj. — F. adhesif({em. adhesive), fr. L.

adhaesus, pp. of adhaerere. See adhere and -ive.

Derivatives: adhesive-ly, adv., adhesive-ness, n.

adhibit, tr. v., to attach, affix. — L. adhibitus, pp.

of adhibere, 'to hold to, apply to', fr. ad- and

habere, 'to have, hold' (see habit). For the

change of Latin a (in hdbere) to i (in ad-hibere)

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

adhibition, n. — L. adhibitio, gen. -onis, fr. ad-

hibitus, pp. of adhibere. See prec. word and

-ion.

adiabatic, adj., impassable. — Formed with suff.

ic- fr. Gk. iSiipaTOi;, 'not to be passed', fr.

a- (see priv. pref. a-) and SiaPaTo?, 'to be

passed', verbal adj. of Sia^ofivetv, 'to step

across, step over', fr. Sii (see dia-) and

Patvsiv, 'to go, to pass'. See base, n., and cp.

diabetes.

Adiantum, n., a genus of plants, the maidenhair

fern (bot.) — L., fr. Gk. aSiavrov, 'maiden-

hair', lit. 'unwetted', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-)

and Suxiveiv (for *8ifavieiv), 'to wet, mois-

ten', which is prob. rel. to Seueiv, 'to wet,

moisten'.
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adiaphoretic, adj., preventing i)erspiration {med.)

— Gk. dSiatpopYjTixoi;, 'not promoting perspi-

ration'. See priv. pref. a- and diaphoretic.

Derivative: adiaphoretic, a., an adiaphoretic

agent.

adiaphoresis, n., absence of perspiration (med.)—
Medical L. See priv. pref. a- and diaphoresis,

adiaphoron, n. (pi. adiaphora), a thing indifferent

from the ecclesiastical point of view. — Gk.

(xSLa90pov, neut. of aSia9opo?, 'indifferent'. See

next word.

adiaphorous, adj., indifferent. — Gk. ixSiix<popo?,

'not different, indifferent', fr. a- (see priv. pref.

a-) and Sidtpopo?, 'different', fr. Side (see dia-)

and (pfpeiv, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to car-

ry', and cp. diaphoresis. For E. -ous, as equi-

valent to Gk. -o?, see -ous.

adieu, interj. and n. — F. d Dieu, which is short

of /e vous recommande a Dieu, 'I commend you

to God', fr. L. ad Deum, 'to God'. See ad- and

deity.

adipo- before a vowel adip-, combining form

meaning 'fat, fatty'. — From the stem of L.

adeps, gen. adipis, 'fat'. See adipose,

adipocere, n., a waxy substance into which animal

matter is converted under certain circumstan-

ces. — Coined by the French chemist Count

Antoine-Fran^ois de Fourcroy (1755-1809) fr.

L. adeps, gen. adipis, 'fat', and cera, 'wax'. See

adipose and cere,

adipose, adj., fatty. — ModL. adiposus (= L. adi-

pdtus), 'filled with fat, fatty', fr. L. adeps, gen.

adipis, 'fat of animals', fr. Gk. aX£i9a, 'un-

guent, oil, fat', fr. aXei9£tv, 'to anoint'. The

change of t to d is prob. due to Umbrian in-

fluence. Gk. aXei9ei.v is rel. to Gk. Xmo?,

'grease, fat', XiTcapoi;, 'fat, oily', and is cogn.

with L. lippus, 'blear-eyed', OE. be-lifan, 'to re-

main'. See leave v., and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also synaloepha, aliphatic. For the ending

see adj. suff. -ose. Derivative: adipos-ily, n.

adiposis, n., fatness (med.) — A Medical L. hy-

brid coined fr. L. adeps, gen. adipis, 'fat' (see

adipose), and -osis, a suff. of Greek origin.

adipsia, n., the absence of thirst (med.)— Medical

L., fr. Gk. aSttJ/o;, 'not suffering from thirst',

fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and Si-ya, 'thirst', which

is of unknown origin. Cp. dipsomania, Dipso-

saunis, dipsosis. For the ending see suff. -ia.

adit, n., entrance. — L. aditus, 'approach, en-

trance', fr. adit-{um), pp. stem of adire, 'to ap-

proach', which is formed fr. ad- and ire, 'to go',

fr. I.-E. base *ei-, */'-, 'to go', whence also L.

iter, 'a journey.' See itinerate and cp. aditus.

Aditi, n., the endless heaven, mother of the Adi-

tyas {,Vedic mythol.) — OI. ddilih, 'boundless-

ness, infinity'. See Aditya and cp. daitya.

aditus, n., an entrance (zool., anat., etc.) — L.

aditus. See adit.

Aditya, n., one of the sons of Aditi (Vedic my-

thol.) — 01. Aditya-, lit. 'the not bound ones',

formed fr. priv. pref. a- (see an-) and dydti.

25 administer

'binds', fr. I.-E. base *de-, *£/*-, 'to bind', whence

also Gk. Sieiv, 'to bind'. See desmo- and cp.

prec. word.

adjacency, n. — ML. adjacentia, fr. L. adjacens,

gen. -entis. See next word and -cy.

adjacent, adj. — L. adjacens, gen. -entis, 'lying

at', pres. part, of adjacere, 'to lie at', fr. ad- and

jacere, 'to lie', which orig. meant 'to cast one-

self down', fr. jacio, jacere, 'to throw, cast,

hurl'. See jet, 'to spirt forth', and -ent and cp.

circumjacent, interjacent, subjacent, superjacent.

Derivative: adjacent-ly, adv.

adjective, adj. — L. adjectivum (for adjectivum

nomen), neut. of adjectivus, 'that is added (to the

noun), 'adjective', fr. adjectus, pp. of adicere

(less correctly adjicere), 'to throw or place a

thing near', fr., ad- and jacere (pp. jactus), 'to

throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth', and -ive and cp.

adjacent. For the change of Latin a (in jactus)

to e in ad-jectus see accent and cp. words there

referred to. L. adjectivum is prop, a loan trans-

lation of Gk. smS-ETov, lit. 'something added

to', fr. eTciTifl-feiai, 'to add to'.

Derivatives; adjectiv-al, adj., adjectival-ly, adv.,

adjective-ly, adv.

adjoin, tr. and intr. v. — ME. ajoinen fr. OF.

ajoindre fr. L. adjungere, 'to join, add, annex',

fr. ad- and jungere, 'to join, unite'. See join and

cp. adjunct. The insertion of the letter d in

ModF. adjoindre and in E. adjoin is due to the

influence of L. adjungere.

Derivative: adjoin-ing, adj.

adjourn, tr. v., to put off to another day; intr. v.,

to suspend a session. — OF. ajorner (whence

F. ajourner), fr. VL. adjurndre, lit., 'to set a day',

fr. ad- and L. diurnus, 'daily', fr. dies, 'day'. See

diurnal and cp. journal, sojourn. The insertion

of the letter d in E. adjourn is due to the in-

fluence of Wh. adjurndre.

Derivatives: adjourn-al, adj., adjourn-ment, n.

adjudge, tr, v. — ME. ajugen, fr. OF. ajugier,

ajuger, fr. L. adjudicdre. See next word and cp.

judge. The insertion of the letter d in ModF.
adjuger, and in E. adjudge is due to the influence

of L. adjudicdre.

Derivatives: adjudg-er, n., adjudge-menl, n.

adjudicate, tr. v. — L. adjudicdtus, pp. of adjudi-

cdre, 'to adjudge, decide, ascribe', fr. ad- and
judicdre, 'to judge'. See judge and cp. judicial,

judicious. Cp. also adjudge. For the ending see

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives; adjudication (q.v.), adjudicat-ive,

adj., adjudicat-or, n,, adjudicat-ure, n.

adjodication, n. - L. adjUdicdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

adjudicdtus, pp. of adjudicdre. See prec. word
and -ion.

adjunct, adj., added, joined. — L. adjOnctus, pp.
of adjungere, 'to join'. See adjoin and cp.

junction.

Derivatives: adjunct, n., adjunction (q.v.), ad-

junct-ive, adj., adjunct-ive-ly, adv.

adjunction, n. — L. adjUnctio, gen. -onis, 'a join-

ing to, an addition', fr. adjdnctus, pp. of ad-

jungere. See prec. word and -ion.

adjuration, n. — F., fr. L. adjdrdtidnem, ace. of

adjurdtid, 'a swearing to, adjuration', fr. ad-

jdrdtus, pp. of adjdrdre. See next word and -ion.

adjure, tr. v., to charge or command solemnly.—
L. adjdrdre, 'to swear to, to confirm by an oath'

(whence also F. adjurer), fr. ad- and jurdre, 'to

swear', fr. jds, gen. jitris, 'law'. See jury, jus.

Derivatives: adjuration (q.v.), adjur-atory, adj.,

adjur-er, n., adjur-or, n.

adjust, tr. v., 1) to settle, arrange; 2) to fit exact-

ly.— Fr. earlier F. adjuster (corresponding to F.

ajuster), fr. ML. adjustdre, fr. Late L. adjuxtdre,

'to bring near', fr. ad- and L. juxtd, 'near'. See

joust, v., and cp. juxta-.

Derivatives: adjust-able, adj., adjust-er, n., ad-

just-ive, adj., adjust-ment, n.

adjutancy, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -cy.

adjutant, n., l) an officer appointed to assist a

commanding officer; 2) a large stork found in

East India.— L. adjutdns, gen. -antis, pres. part,

of adjdtdre, 'to help, assist', freq. of adjdvdre

(pp. adjUtus). See next word and -ant.

adjutory, adj. and n., helpful. — L. adjutdrius,

'helping, helpful', fr. adjutus, pp. of adjdvdre,

'to help, assist'. See aid and -ory and cp.

coadjutor.

adjuvant,adj., helping;n., i) an assistant; 2) (merf.)

a remedial substance. — F., fr. L. adjdvantem,

ace. of adjdvdns, pres. part, of adjdvdre. See

prec. word and cp. adjutant.

Adiumia, n., a genus of plants, the climbing fumi-

tory (bot.) — ModL., named after the American

gardener Major J. Adlum (1759- 1836). For the

ending see suff. -ia.

admeasure, tr. v. — OF. amesurer, fr. L. admen-

surdre, fr. ad- and mensurdre, 'to measure', fr.

mensdra, 'measure'. See measure. The insertion

of the letter d in E. admeasure is due to the in-

fluence of L. admensdrdre.

Den\ai\wes: admeasur-er, n., admeasure-ment,n.

adminicle, n., i) a help; 2) corroborative evidence

(law). — L. adminiculum, 'prop, stay, support',

which prob. derives fr. *adminire, 'to stand out

toward something', fr. ad- and -minire, 'to

stand out'. Cp. e-minere, 'to stand out, project',

and see mount, 'hill, mountain', and -de.

adminicular, adj., i) helping; 2) corroborative. —
Formed with suff. -ar fr. L. adminiculum. See

prec. word.

adminiculate, tr. v. — L. adminiculdtus, pp. of ad-

minicutdre, 'to prop', fr. adminiculum. See ad-

minicle and verbal suff. -ate.

adminiculum, n., help, support. — L. See ad-

minicle.

Derivatives: adminicular (q.v.), adminicul-ary,

adj., adminiculate (q.v.)

administer, tr. v. — OF. aministrer, fr. L. cuimi-

nistrdre, 'to manage, carry out, attend, serve',

fr. ad- and ministrdre, 'to serve'. See minister, v.



administrant

The insertion of the letter d in F. administrer

and in E. administer is due to the influence of

L. administrdre.

Derivative: administer-ial, adj.

administrant, adj. and n. — F., pres. part, of ad-

ministrer, fr. L. administrare. See prec. word

and -ant

administrate, tr. v., to administer. — L. admini-

stratus, pp. of administrdre. See administer and

verbal suff. ^te.

Derivatives: administration (q.v.), administra-

tion-al, adj., administrative (q.v.), administra-

tor (q.v.)

administration, n. — L. administratio, gen. -onis,

fr. administrdtus, pp. of administrdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivative: administration-al, adj.

administrative, adj. — L. administrdtivus, fr. ad-

ministrdtus, pp. of administrdre. See admini-

strate and -ive.

Derivative: administrative-ly, adv.

administrator, n. — L., fr. administrdtus, pp. of

administrdre. See administrate and agential suflf.

-or.

administratrix, n., a female administrator. —
ModL., fr. L. administrator. See prec. word

and -trix.

admirable, adj. — F., fr. L. admirdbilis, fr. ad-

mirdri, 'to admire'. See admire and -able and

cp. MirabeL

Derivatives: admirable, n., admirabl-y, adv.

admiral, n. — OF. amiral, amiralt (F. amiral),

prob. shortened fr. Arab, amtr-ar-rahl, 'com-

mander of transport, officer commanding a

(transport) fleet', whence also Port, amiralhs,

amirat. It. ammiraglio (It. almiraglio and It., Sp.

and Port, almirante arose from a confusion of

am-, the beginning of the word amir, with the

Arab, art. al-; It., Sp. and Port, almirante were

transformed after the pres. part. suff. -ante,

fr. L. -antem; see -ant); influenced in form by

L. admirdri, 'to admire'. See ameer, amir,

admiralty, n. — ME., fr. OF. admiralte (whence

MF. amiralte, F. amiraute). See admiral and

-ty.

admiratioa, n. — F., fr. L. admlrdtidnem, ace. of

admirdlid, 'a wondering at, admiration', fr. ad-

mirdtus, pp. of admirdri. See admire and -atioii.

admirative, adj. — F. admiratif({em. admirative),

fr. Late L. admirdtivus, fr. admirdtus, pp. of ad-

mirdri. See next word and -ative.

admire, tr. and intr. v. — F. admirer, fr. L. ad-

mirdri, 'to wonder at', fr. ad- and mlrdri, 'to

wonder', fr. mirus, 'marvellous', whence also

mirdcutum, 'a wonderful thing, marvel'. See

miracle and cp. marveL

Derivatives: admir-ed, adj., admir-ed-ly, adv.,

admir-er, n., admir-ing, adj., admir-ing-ly, adv.

admissiMe, adj. — F., fr. Late L. admissibitis, fr.

h.admissus, pp. ofad>nir/er«. See admit and -iUe.

Derivatives: admissibil-ity, n., admissible-ness,

a., admissibl-y, adv.
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admission, n. — L. admissio, gen. -onis, 'a letting

in', fr. admissus, pp. of admittere. See admit

and -ion.

admissive. — Formed with suff'. -ive fr. L. admis-

sus, pp. of admittere. See next word.

admit, tr. v. — L. admittere, 'to allow to enter,

let in', fr. ad- and mittere, 'to send'. See mis-

sion and cp. commit, intermit, omit, permit,

submit, transmit.

Derivatives: admitt-able, adj., admitt-ance, n.,

admitt-ed, adj., admitt-ed-ly, adv., admitt-ee, n.

admix, tr. v. — Back formation fr. earlier ad-

mixt, which derives fr. L. admixtus, 'mixed

with', but was mistaken for the pp. of an Eng-

lish verb (i.e. admixt was supposed to have been

formed from the verb admix and the pp. suff.

-0. L. admixtus is pp. of admiscere, 'to add to

by mingling, mix with', and is formed fr. ad-

and miscere, 'to mix'. See mixed and cp. com-

mix, intermix,

admixtion, n. — L. admixtio, gen. -onis, 'a mm-

gling', fr. admixtus, pp. oi admiscere. See prec.

word and -ion.

admixture, n. — Formed with suff. -ure, fr. L.

admixtus, pp. of admiscere. See admix,

admonish, tr. v. — ME. amonesten, fr. OF. amo-

nester, fr. VL. admonestdre, fr. L. admonere, 'to

remind, suggest, advise, admonish', fr. ad- and

monere, 'to warn'. See monition and cp. next

word. The insertion of the letter d in OF. ad-

monester and E. admonish is due to the influence

of L. admonere. The use of the sufl'. -ish is due

to the influence of the numerous English verbs

ending in -ish, in which this suffix corresponds

to OF. and F. -iss and goes back to the Latin

inchoative sutf. -iscere. Cp. astonish, distinguish,

extinguish.

Derivatives: admonish-er, m., admonish-ment,n.

admonition, n. — F., fr. L. admonitionem, ace. of

admonitio, fr. admonitus, pp. of admonere. See

admonish and -ion.

Derivatives: admonition-er, n.

admonitor, n. — L., fr. admonitus, pp. ot admo-

nere. See admonish and agential sufl'. -or.

admonitory, adj. — Late L. admonitorius, fr. L.

admonitus, pp. of admonere. See admonish and

adj. suff. -ory.

adnate, adj., atuched congenitally {hot.) — L.

adndtus, 'bom to', pp. of adndsci, 'to be bom

in addition to', fr. ad- and ndsci, 'to be bom'.

See nascent

ado, inf. and n. — ME. at do, 'to do', from a

Northem E. dialect, of Scand. origin. In ON.

the prep, at was usol before infinitives (cp. the

same function of the prep, to in English). See

at and do. For sense development cp. to-do and

F. affaire (see affair).

-ado, sufi'. occurring in words of Spanish or Por-

tuguese origin. — Sp. or Port, -ado, fr. L. -dtus,

hence related to the suff. -ade (in comrade,

brigade, etc.), which is nothing but a Frenchified

form of Sp.-Port. -ah.
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adobe, n., brick. — Sp., fr. VArab. af-tiba, 'the

brick', fr. Arab, af-, assimilated form of al-,

'the', and VArab. tSba, corresponding to classi-

cal Arab, taba'^, 'a (single) brick', which is a

nomenunitatis fr. tab, 'bricks' (collectively). See

Lokotsch, EW., No. 2083.

adolescence, n. — F., fr. L. adolescentia, fr. ado-

lescens, gen. -entis. See adolescent and -ce.

adolescency, n. — L. adolescentia. See prec. word

and -cy.

adolescent, n., an adolescent person. — F., fr. L.

adolescentem, ace. of adolescens. See adolescent,

adj.

adolescent, adj., growing up. — L. adolescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of adolescere, 'to grow

up', which stands for *ad-alescere, fr. ad- and

alescere, 'to grow up', inchoative of alere, 'to

nourish'. See aliment and words there referred

to and cp. esp. adult, soboles. For the ending

see sufi". -ent.

Adolph, Adolphus, masc. PN. — L. Adolphus, of

Teut. origin. The name lit means 'noble wolf'

;

cp. OHG. Athalwolf, Athaulf, Adulf, Adolf (G.

Adolf), fr. athal, 'noble', and wolf, 'wolf. For

the first element see Adelaide and cp. words there

referred to. For the second element see wolf.

Adonai, n., a Hebrew name of God. — Heb.

Adhondy, lit. 'my Lord', the plural of majesty

oiAdhdn, 'Lxjrd', with the suff". of the ist person.

Adhdn prob. meant orig. 'Ruler', and derives

from the base a-d-n = d-w-n, 'to rule, judge'.

Adonic, adj., i) pertaining to Adonis; 2) per-

taining to a verse called Adonic. — F. adonique,

fr. ML. Adonicus, fr. L. Adonis. See Adonis and

cp. next word.

Adonic, n., a verse consisting of a dactyl and a

spondee or trochee; so called because it was

especially used at the festival of Adonis. — See

prec. word.

Adonis, name of a youth in Greek mythology,

renowned for his beauty and loved by Aphro-

dite. — L. Adonis, fr. Gk. "AStovi?, fr. Heb.-

Phoen. ddhSn, 'lord'. See Adonai.

Adonis, n., name of a genus of plants of the but-

tercup family (bot.)— ModL., fr. L. Adonis (see

prec. word), who, after his death was changed
by Aphrodite into a plant.

adopt, tr. V. — F. adopter, fr. L. adoptdre, 'to

choose, select, adopt as a child', fr. ad- and op-

tdre, 'to wish, desire'. See option.

Derivatives: adaptable (q.v.), adopt-ed, adj.,

adopt-ee, n., adopt-er, n., adoption (q.v.), adop-
tive (q.v.)

•doptaWe, adj. — Formed fr. adopt with suff".

-«We; first used by Carlyle. Cp. affordable, dis-

likable, forgettable.

adoption, n. — F., fr. L. adoptionem, ace. of
adoptio. See ad- and option.

<loptiTe, adj. — F. adoptif (fem. adoptive), fr. L.

adoptivus, 'pertaining to adoption', from the

stem of adoptdre. See adopt and ^ve.

E>crivative: adoptive-ly, adv.

adorable, adj. — L. adordbilis, 'worthy of adora-

tion', fr. adordre. See adore and -able.

Derivatives: adorable-ness, n., adorabl-y, adv.

adoration, n. — F., fr. L. adordtionem, ace. of

adordtio, 'worship, adoration', lit., 'a praying

to', fr. addrdtus, pp. of adordre. See next word
and -ion.

adore, tr. v. — F. adorer, 'to adore, worship', fr.

L. adordre, 'to speak to, entreat, ask in prayer,

worship', fr. ad- and ordre, 'to speak, pray'.

See oration.

Derivatives: adorable (q.v.), ador-er, n., ador-

ing, adj., ador-ing-ly, adv.

adorn, tr. v. — ME. adornen, fr. OF. adorner, fr.

L. addrndre, 'to furnish, provide, decorate,

adorn, embellish', fr. ad- and drndre, 'to deck,

embellish, beautify'. See ornament.

Derivatives: adorn-er, n., adornment (q.v.),

adorn-ing-ly, adv.

adornment, n. — OF., fr. adorner. See prec. word

and -ment.

adown, adv., downward. — ME. adoune, adoun,

fr. OE. of-dune, 'from (the) hiU', fr. of 'off',

and dUn, 'hill'. See of and down, adv.

Adoxa, n. a genus of plants, the moschatel (6of.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. SSo^oi;, 'inglorious, obscure,

insignificant', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and Si^a,

'glory', which is rel. to SokeTv, 'to think, be-

lieve', 86y|xa, 'opinion', and cogn. with L. do-

cere, 'to teach', decus, 'honor, ornament'. See

decent and cp. dogma, dosology.

Adrastea, Adrastia, n., Nemesis. — L. Adrdstea,

Adrdstla, fr. Gk. 'ASpAoTEia, lit. 'she from

whom there is no escape', fr. SSpaa-ro?, 'not

running away, not inclined to run away', fr. dt-

(see priv. pref. a-) and the stem of SpSufxii;, 'a

running away', and of -StSpiaxeiv (used only

in compounds, esp. in a7ro-Si8p4<jKeiv, 'to

run away'), fr. l.-E. base *drd-, 'to move quick-

ly', whence also OI. drdti, 'he mns'. From
*drem-, a collateral form of base *drd-, derive

Gk. Spa(j,eTv, 'to run', Sp<S(iO(;, 'course'. See

dromedary.

adrenal, adj., near the kidneys ; n., one of the two

ductless glands above the kidneys (anat.) —
Formed fr. ad- and L. rendlis, 'pertaining to the

kidneys', fr. ren, 'kidney'. See renaL

adremdine, adrenalin, n., a substance secreted by

the suprarenal glands (chem.) — Coined by the

Japanese chemist Jokichi Takamine (1854-1922)

in 1 90 1 fr. ad-, L. rendlis, and chem. suff. -ine,

-in. See prec. word.

Adrian, adj., Adriatic. — See Adriatic and -an.

Adrian, masc. PN. —• L. Adridnus, Hadridnus,

lit. 'of the Adriatic'. See next word.

Adriatic, adj. — L. Adridticus, Hadridticus, fr.

Atria, also called Adria, Hadria (now Atri),

a town in Picenum, fr. dter, fem. dtra, neut.

dtrum, 'black', hence lit. 'the black city' (see

atrabilious and -atic); the town was so called

because it was built on black mud. See Momm-
sen, Inhabitants of Italy, p. 76.



adrift

adrift, adj. and adv., drifting; floating about aim-

lessly. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and drift,

adroit, adj., dexterous, skillful. — F., 'dexterous',

orig. 'rightly', fr. d, 'to' (see a), and droit, fr. L.

directus, 'right'. See direct, v., and cp. maladroit.

Derivatives: adroit-ly, adv. adroit-ness, n.

adscititious, adj., supplementary, additional. —
Formed fr. L. adscltus, pp. of adsclscere, 'to

take with knowledge, to approve', fr. ad- and

sciscere, 'to seek to know', an inchoative verb

formed fr. scire, 'to know'. See science and-ious.

Derivative: adscititious-ly, adv.

adscript, adj., attached to the soil (said of serfs).

— L. adscriptus, ascriptus, 'enrolled', lit. 'writ-

ten after', pp. of adscrlbere, ascribere, 'to add

to a writing, attribute, designate, apply'. See

ascribe and cp. script.

aduana, n., customhouse. — Arab, ad-diwdn, fr.

ad-, assimilated form of al-, 'the', and dlwdn,

fr. Pers. dlwdn, 'register, office, council, custom-

house'. See divan and cp. douane.

adsorption, n., condensation of gases on the sur-

faces of solid bodies. — Formed fr. ad- and L.

sorptio, gen. -onis, 'a sucking in'. See sorption,

adularia, n., a translucent variety of orthoclase

(mineral) — Named after the Adula mountains

in Switzerland.

adulate, tr. v., to flatter in a servile manner. —
L. adulatus, pp. of aduldri, 'to fawn like a dog',

prop, 'to wag the tail', prob. fr. ad- and I.-E.

base *«/-, 'the tail', whence also Ol. valah, vdrafi,

'tail', Lith. valai, 'horsehair of the tail'. For

sense development cp. Gk. actWeiv, TTpoaaaivetv,

'to wag the tail; to flatter', and E. wheedle,

which derives fr. G. wedein, 'to wag the tail'.

For the ending see verbal suff'. -ate.

Derivatives: adulation (q.v.), adulator (q.v.),

adulat-ory, adj., adulat-ress, n.

adulation, n. — OF. adulacion, fr. L. adUldtionem,

ace. of adulatio, 'a fawning like that of a dog',

fr. adulatus, pp. of aduldri. See prec. word and

-ion.

adulator, n. — L. adulator, 'a low flatterer', fr.

adulatus, pp. oi aduldri. See adulate and agential

suff. -or.

Adullamite, n. name given to the seceders from

the Liberal party in 1 866. — Formed with subst.

suff. -ite fr. Heb. 'Adulldm, name of a cave (see

I Sam., 22:1-2). The name was orig. given

by John Bright to Horsman who 'had retired

into what may be called his political cave of

Adullam'.

adult, adj., and n. — L. adultus, 'grown up', pp.

of adnlescere. 'to grow up'. See adolescent

adulterant, adj., adulterating; n., an adulter-

ating substance — L. adulterdns, gen. -antis,

present part, of adulterdre, 'to defile, corrupt'.

Sec adulterate and -ant.

adulterate, tr. v., to make impure by admixture;

to corrupt. — L. adulterdtus, pp. of adulterdre,

'to falsify, corrupt; to corrupt a woman; to

commit adultery', dissimilated fr. *ad-alterare.
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lit. 'to change, alter', fr. ad- and alterdre, 'to

change, alter'. See alter, v., and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: adulteration (q.v.), adulterat-or, n.

adulterate, adj., guilty of adultery. — L. adul-

terdtus, pp. of adulterdre. See adulterate, v.

adulteration, n. — L. adulterdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

adulterdtus, pp. of adulterdre. See adulterate, v.,

and -ion.

adulterer, n. — Formed with agential suff. -er

from the obsol. verb, adulter, which displaced

ME. avouterer, avoutrer, avowterer, from the

verb avouteren, etc., fr. OF. avoltrer, fr. VL.

•abulterdre, a verb formed—with change of

pref.—fr. L. adulterdre, 'to commit adultery'.

See adulterate, v.

adulteress, n. — See prec. word and -ess.

adulterine, adj., i) of adultery; 2) spurious. — L.

adulterlnus, 'basterd, not genuine'. See adulter-

er and adj. suff. -ine.

adulterous, adj. i) guilty of adultery; 2) relatmg

to adultery. — See adulterer and -ous.

adultery, n. — L. adulterium, displacing ME.

avoutrie, avouterie, avowtrie, fr. OF. avoutre,

fr. avoutre, 'adulterer', fr. VL. *abultrum, ace.

of *abulter, a word formed—with change of

pref.—fr. L. adulter, 'adulterer', which is a back

formation fr. adulterdre. See adulterate and -y

(representing L. -ium).

adumbrate, tr. v., to outline, sketch out. — L.

adumbrdtus, pp. of adumbrdre, 'to cast a

shadow, overshadow, to represent a thing in

outline', fr. ad- and umbrdre, 'to shade, sha-

dow', fr. umbra, 'shade, shadow'. See umbra

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: adumbration (q.v.), adumbrat-ive,

adj.
^

adumbration, n. — L. adumbrdtid, gen. -dnis, a

sketch in shadow, sketch, outline', fr. adum-

brdtus, pp. of adumbrdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

aduncous, adj., hooked. — L. aduncus, 'hooked ,

fr. ad- and uncus, 'hook'. See uncus. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

adust, adj., burned, parched. — L. adustus,^ pp.

of adurere, 'to set in a flame, bum, singe', fr.

ad- and urere, 'to burn'. See combust and cp.

words there referred to.

advance, tr. and intr. v. — ME. avancen, fr. OF.

avancier, avancer (F. avancer), fr. VL. *aban-

tidre (whence also It. avanzare, Sp. avanzar),

fr. Imperial L. abante, 'from before' (prep.);

'before' (adv.), which is compounded of L. ab,

'from' and ante, 'before'; see ab- and ante-. The

d in advance was inserted about the end of the

16th cent., the initial a in avancen having been

mistaken for F. d, 'to' (see a). See avaunt, mterj.,

and cp. advantage. Cp. also avantK:ourier, van-

guard and its shortened form van. Cp. also

prance.

Derivatives: advance, n. and adj., advanc-ed

adj., advancement (q.v.), advanc-er, n., ad-

vanc-ive, adj.
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advancement, n. — OF. (= F.) avancement, fr.

avancer. See advance and -ment.

advantage, n. — ME. avantage, fr. OF (= F.)

avantage, fr. avant, 'before', fr. Imperial L.

abante. See advance and -age and cp. vantage,

advantage, tr. v. — F. avantager, fr. avantage.

See prec. word.

advantageous, adj. — F. avantageux (fern, avan-

tageuse), fr. avantage. See advantage, n. and -ous.

Derivatives: advantageous-ly, adv., advanta-

geous-ness, n.

advene, intr. v. to come to. — L. advenire, 'to

arrive' fr. ad- and venire, 'to come'. See come

and cp. venue 'arrival'. Cp. also advent, avenue,

event,

advent, n. — L. adventus, 'arrival', fr. advent-

(urri), pp. stem of advenire. See prec. word.

adventitious, adj., casual. — L. adventicius,

'coming from abroad, extraneous, foreign', fr.

advent-iuni), pp. stem of advenire. See advent

and -itious.

Derivatives: adventitious-ly, adv., adventitious-

ness, n.

adventure, n. — ME. aventure, fr. OF. (= F.)

aventure, fr. VL. *adventura, 'a happening', fr.

L. aventdrus, 'that which is going to happen',

fut. part, of advenire, 'to arrive, happen'. The
English word was refashioned after L. advenire,

adventdrus. See advent and cp. venture. Cp. also

saunter.

Derivatives: adventure, v. (q.v.), adventurous

(q.v.), adventure-some, n., adventure-some-ly,

adv., adventure-some-ness, n.

adventure, tr. and intr. v. — ME. aventuren, fr.

OF. aventurer, fr. aventure. See adventure, n.

Derivatives: adventur-er, n., adventur-ess, n.

adventurous, adj. — ME. aventurous, fr. OF. aven-

turos (F. aventureux), fr. aventure. See adven-

ture, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: adventurous-ly, adv., adventur-ous-

iwss, n.

adverb, n. — F. adverbe, fr. Late L. adverbium,

adverb', lit. 'that which is added to the verb',

coined by the grammarian Flavius Sosipater

Charisius fr. ad, 'to', and verbum, 'word; verb'

(sec ad- and verb), as a loan translation of Gk.
£-rlppr,!j.a, 'adverb', lit. 'that which is said after-

ward' (see epi- and rhetor).

adverbial, adj. — Late L. adverbidlis, 'pertaining

to an adverb', fr. adverbium. See prec. word
and -ial.

Privative: adverbial-ly, adv.

•oversaria, n. pi., miscellaneous notes. — L. ad-
fersdria (scil, scripta), lit. 'writings turned to-
ward one', neut, pi. of adversdrius. See ad-
*«rsary.

*wsary, n. — OF. aversier, adversier, fr. L.

"dversdrius, 'opponent, adversary, rival', lit.

"•"led toward one'. See adverse and subst.
**• -ary. The insertion of the letter dinF.ad-
^"fsaire, and E. adversary is due to the influence
of L. adversdrius.

adversative, adj., expressing opposition or anti-

thesis. — L. adversdtivus, fr. adversdtus, pp. of

adversdrl, 'to stand opposite to one', fr. adver-

sus. See next word and -ative.

Derivative: adversative-ly, adv.

adverse, adj., opposed; unfavorable. — ME. fr.

OF. avers, later (= F.) adverse, fr. L. adversus,

'turned toward', opposite to; opposed to', pp.

of advertere. See advert.

Derivatives: adverse-ly, adv., adverse-ness, n.

adversity, n., misfortune. — OF. aversite, later

adversite (F. adversite). See prec. word and -ity.

advert, intr. v., to refer to. — F. avertir, fr. L. ad-

vertere, 'to turn toward', fr. ad- and vertere, 'to

turn'. In English, the word has been refashion-

ed after L. advertere. See version and cp. adver-

tise and the second element in animadvert. Cp.

also avert, controvert, convert, covert, culvert,

divert, extrovert, introvert, overt, pervert, subvert,

advertence, n., attention. — OF. avertence, later

(= F.) advertence, fr. Late L. advertentia. See

advertent and -ce.

advertence, n., advertence.— Late L. advertentia.

See prec. word and -cy.

advertent, adj., attentive. — L. advertcns, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of advertere. See advert and

-ent and cp. inadvertent.

Derivative: advertent-ly, adv.

advertise, tr. and intr. v. — MF. advertiss-, pres.

part, stem ofadvertir, which corresponds to OF.

avertir, 'to warn, give notice to', fr. VL. *ad-

vertire, formed with change of conjugation, fr.

L. advertere. Cp. It. avvertire, OProven?. aver-

tir, Sp., Port, advertir, and see advert.

Derivatives: advertisement (q.v.), advertis-er, n.,

advertis-ing, n.

advertisement, n. — MF. advertissement, cor-

responding to OF. and F. avertissement, fr. ad-

vertir, resp. avertir. See advert and -ment.

advice, n. — ME. avis, 'opinion', fr. OF. (^^ F.)

avis, formed from a misreading of the OF. term.

ce m'est a vis into ce m'est avis. The former term

itself is an alteration of ce m'est vis, lit. 'this

seems to me', fr. VL. ecce hoc mihi est visum,

which corresponds to L. hoc mihi videtur, 'this

seems (right) to me'. L. visum is neut. pp. of

videre 'to see'. See ad- and vision and cp. de-

vice. Cp. also next word arid avizandum,

advise, tr. and intr. v. — ME. avisen, fr. OF.

(= F.) aviser, fr. avis. See prec. word and cp.

devise.

Derivatives: advis-abil-ity, n., advis-able, adj.,

advisable-ness, n., advisabl-y, adv., advis-ed, adj.,

advis-ed-ly, adv., advis-ed-ness, n., advisement

(q.v.), advis-er, advis-or. n., advis-ory, adj..

advis-ori-ly, adv.

advisement, n. — OF. avisement, fr. aviser. See

prec. word and -ment.

advocacy, n. — OF. advocacie, fr. ML. advocdtia,

fr. L. advocdtus. See advocate and -cy.

advocate, n. — ME. avocat, fr. OF. avocat, fr. L.

advocdtus, 'one called to aid (esp. as a witness



advocation

or counsel)', pp. of advocdre, 'to call to (esp. 'to

call to a place for counsel')', fr. ad- and vocdre,

'to call', fr. vox, gen. vocis, 'voice'. See voice

and verbal sufF. -ate and cp. vocation, avouch,

avow.

Derivative: advocate, tr. v.

advocation, n. — L. advocdtio, gen. -onis, 'a cal-

ling to', fr. advocdtus, pp. of advocdre. See ad-

vocate and -ion and cp. advowson, which is a

doublet of advocation.

advowson, n., the right of presenting a nominee

to a church benefice. — ME. avoweisom, fr.

OF. avoeson, fr. L. advocdtidnem, ace. of advo-

cdtio. See advocation,

adynamia, n., lack of vital force (merf.) — Gk.

(iSuva(iia, 'want of strength, debility', fr. a-

(see priv. pref. a-) and Suvafxt?, 'power, strength'.

See dynamic and -ia.

adynamic, adj., weak. — Formed fr. prec. word

with sufF. -ic.

adytum, n., i) the innermost part of a temple;

2) a sanctum. — L., fr. Gk. SSutov, 'innermost

sanctuary', lit. 'a place not to be entered', subst.

use of the neut. of the adj. SSuto?, 'not to be

entered', fr. dt- (see priv. pref. a-) and Sueiv,

'to sink into, plunge into, penetrate into, dive,

enter'; 'to put on' (lit. 'enter into') clothes; 'to

set' (prop, 'to dive into the sea'; said of the sun

and stars), which is cogn. with OI. upd-du, 'to

put on (clothes)', and perh. also with OI. dofd,

'vespertine, western'. Cp the second element in

Anadyomene, Aptenodytes, ecdysis, Endymion,

endysis, ependyma.

adz, adze, n., an axlike tool. — OE. adesa, 'ax',

fr. OF. aze, a secondary form of aisse, 'ax' fr.

L. ascia, 'ax, adz', which is metathesized fr.

*acsia and cogn. with Gk. dt^fvT], 'battle ax, ax',

Goth, aqizi, OE. eax, sex, 'ax'. See ax.

Derivative: adz-er, n.

Aeacus, n., one of the three judges in Hades,

famous for his piety and prayers (Greek mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. AlaxAi;, a word of uncertain

origin. It is possibly rel. to atdct^eiv, 'to wail,

lament', which derives from the interj. al, 'ah'.

Aechmophorus, n., a genus of large grebes (zool.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. a[xiJto96po?. 'spear bearer',

fr. al/ii-J), 'spear', and -f^poc,, 'bearer'. The

first element stands for 'aiksmd and is cogn.

with L. icere, 'to strike'; see ictus. For the

second element see -phore.

aecidium, n., the cup-shaped fruit in certain

parasitic fungi (hot) — ModL. dimin. formed

fr. Gk. atxia, 'injury', which is rel. to dteixif)!;,

poetic dtixYjc, Att. aIxT)?, 'unseemly, shame-

ful', Eixuv, 'hkeness, image, statue'. txcXo?,

'like'. See icon.

Aedes, n., a genus of mosquitoes (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. dTjSTii;, 'unpleasant, distasteful,

fr. &- (see priv. pref. a-) and rjSiit; (for *swddu)

"sweet', which is cogn. with OE. swete, etc..

'sweet' . See sweet and cp. words there referred to.

aedile, n., an official in charge of buildings {Ro-
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man antiquity). — L. aedllis, fr. aedes, 'a build-

ing, sanctuary, temple', orig. 'a place with a

hearth', fr. I.-E. base *aidh-, 'to bum', whence

also Gk. at&Eiv, 'to burn', at&pa, 'the clear

sky, fair weather', alS^p, 'the upper purer air,

ether'. See edify and cp. ether,

aegagrus, n., the wild goat. — ModL. fr. Gk.

atyaypo?, 'wild goat', which is compounded

of nXi, gen. alyoc, 'goat', and Syptoq, 'wild'.

See aego- and agrio-.

Aegeus, n., the father of Theseus who, believing

his son to be dead, threw himself into the Aege-

an sea (said to have been named Aegean after

him) (Greek mythol.)— h. Aegeus, fr. Gk. Aiyeut;,

which prob. derives fr. alys?, 'waves', a word

of uncertain origin; it is possibly a figurative

use of the pi. of at?, 'goat' (see aegis). Cp.

alytaXoi;, 'seashore', and see Frisk, GEW., I,

p. 42 s.v. at? and p. 31 s.v. aiyiaX6?.

aegicrania, n., representation of goats' heads

(Greek and Roman antiq.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

at?, gen. alyi?, 'goat', and xpavta, pi. of

Kpaviov, 'skull'. For the first element see aego-,

for the second see cerebrum,

aegirite, n., a variety of acmite (mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite from Aegir, name

of the Icelandic sea-god; so called because it

occurs in Scandinavia.

aegis, egis, n., i) shield used by Zeus, later by

Pallas Athene (Greek mythol.); 2) used figura-

tively in the sense of protection. — L. aegis, fr.

Gk. alyk, 'goatskin; the skin shield of Zeus',

fr. at?, gen. alyo;, 'goat'; see aego-. For this

etymology, suggested already by Herodotus, see

Frisk, GEW., I, p. 32 s.v. atyt?. Cp. Aegeus.

Cp. also Giles.

Aegisthus, n., the lover of Clytemnestra, with

whom he killed her husband Agamemnon

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Atyiofto?, a word

of uncertain origin.

Aegle, n., i) one of the Hesperides; 2) the mother

of the Graces; 3) the fairest of the Naiads

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. AtyXr), lit. 'ra-

diance, gleam'. The orig. meaning of Gk. atyXr)

was 'quickly moving light'. It is cogn. with OI.

^jati, 'moves about, trembles'.

Aegle, n., a genus of trees of the rue family (bot.)

— Named after the Naiad Aegle. See prec.

word.

aego-, combining form meaning 'goat*. — Gk.

alyo-, fr. at?, gen. alyoc, 'goat', which is cogn.

with 01. ajdh, 'he-goat', ajinam, 'skin', Avestic

tzaen'm, 'pertaining to skin'. Arm. aic, 'goat',

Lith. ozys, 'he-goat'. Cp. the first element in

aegicrania.

Aegopodium, n., a genus of herbs of the carrot

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. alyoTtiSTfjc;,

'goatfooted', fr. at?, gen. aly6i;, 'goat', and

Ttoii?, gen. 7roS6?, 'foot'. See aego- and podo-;

prob. so called from the shape of its small leaves.

aegrotat, n., a certificate that a student is ill. —
L., 'he is sick', 3 pers. sing, of aegrdtare, 'to be

I

31

sick', fr. aeger, 'sick', which is prob. cogn. with

Toch. B aik(a)re, A ekro, 'sick'.

Aello, n., a harpy (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.

'AsXXco, lit. 'Stormswift', rel. to &zXKa., 'tempest,

whirlwind', which stands for *afE-X-ia, fr.

*afe-X-oi;, 'blowing', and is rel. to ay)[ii (for

*afr)[i.i), 'I blow'. Cp. W. awel, 'wind' and see

atmo-.

aeluro-, before a vowel aelur-, combining form

meaning 'cat'. — ModL., fr. Gk. atXo'jpo;, 'cat'.

See Ailurus.

Aeneas, n., the son of Anchises and Aphrodite,

a Trojan hero and mythical ancestor of the

Romans; the hero of Virgil's Aeneid. — L.

Aeneas, fr. Gk. Aivsiai;, a name of uncertain

origin. It is possibly rel. to atvoi;, 'horrible,

terrible'.

aeneous, adj., bronze-colored. — L. aeneus, 'bra-

zen', fr. aes, gen. aeris, 'brass', which is cogn.

with 01. ayah, Goth, aiz, OE. dr, xr, 'brass',

ora, 'metal'. See ore and cp. words there referred

to. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Aeolian, adj., pertaining to Aeolus, god of the

winds; pertaining to the wind. — See Aeolus

and -ian.

Aeolian, n., one of a branch of the Greek people

named fr. Aeolus— Formed with suff. -an fr. L.

Aeolius, fr. Gk. AtoXioi;, 'Aeolian', fr. AtoXot;,

'Aeolus', after whom the ancient district AioXi;

(Aeolis) in Asia Minor is said to have been

named.

Aeolis, n., a genus of mollusks (zool.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. rs.\.6\oc„ 'quick, quick-moving'. See aeon

and cp. Aeolus,

aeolo-, combining form used to denote musical

wind instruments. — Fr. L. Aeolus, name of the

god of winds. See Aeolian, 'pertaining to

Aeolus'.

Aeolus, n., the god of the winds in Greek mythol.

— L. fr. Gk. AtoXog, lit. 'Rapid', fr. aloXo?,

'quick, rapid', which is of uncertain origin. It

possibly stands for *alfo-Xoi;, and is rel. to

aiMv, 'age, eternity'. See next word and cp.

Aeolis.

aeon, eon, n., a long and indefinite period of

tim\ — L. aeon, fr. Gk. aiuv, 'age, eternity',

which stands for *aif<i)v and is rei. to Gk. alei

(fo"- *txlria'.), 'always, ever', and cogn. with

01. dyu, 'life', Avestic dyu, 'age', L. aevum,
'space of time, eternity', Goth, aiws, 'age, eter-

nity', aiw, adv., 'ever', ON. sevi, 'lifetime', OHG.
ewa, 'eternity', Du. eeuw, 'age, century', eeuwig,
OF-is. ewich, OS., OHG. ewig, MHG. ewic,

G. '-wig, 'everlasting', OE. a, 'always, ever'. See
aye, 'ever', and cp. wo'ds there referred to. See
also age and cp. words there referred to. Cp.
also prec. word.

Aepyornis, n., a gigantic, extinct bird of Mada-
gascar. — ModL., lit., 'the tall bird', com-
pounded of Gk. aimiz, 'tall, very high', a
word of uncertain origin, and of Bpvti;, 'bird',

for which see omitho-.

aerobic

aequor, n., even surface; the sea. — L., 'an even

surface, the even surface of the sea', fr. aequus,

'even, level, flat' ; see equal. L. aequor is a loan

translation of Gk. Tv^Xayog, 'the open sea, the

unbroken surface of the sea', which is cogn.

with L. plaga, 'hunting net, curtain', onA planus,

'level, flat' (see pelagian).

aerarian, adj., fiscal. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. aerdrius, 'pertaining to copper, pertaining to

money' fr. aes, gen. aeris, 'copper, bronze,

money', which is cogn. with OE. dr, ier, 'brass'.

See ore and cp. aes.

aerarium, n., the public treasury kept in the tem-

ple of Saturn in Rome. — L., prop. neut. of the

adjective aerdrius, 'pertaining to money', used

as a noun. See prec. word.

aerate, tr. v., to expose to air. — Formed with

verbal sulf. -ate fr. L. der, gen. aeris, 'air', fr.

Gk. (ir)p. See air and cp. the second element in

saleratus.

Derivatives: aerat-ed, adj., aerat-ion, n., aerat-

or, n.

aerial, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

derius, fr. Gk. aepioi;, 'of air, pertaining to

air', fr. irip, 'air'; first used by Shakespeare.

See air.

Derivatives: aerial, n., aerial-ly, adv., aerial-

ness, n.

aerie, aery, n., i) the nest of an eagle or another

bird of prey; 2) the brood of an eagle or an-

other bird of prey. — ME. aire, fr. OF. (= F.)

aire, fr. Late L. area, nest of a bird of prey'.

(Ducange in Glossarium mediae et infimae

Latinitatis, s.v. area quotes a passage where

area has this meaning; see Skeat s.v.) It is

doubtful whether area in this sense is identical

with L. drea, 'vacant piece of ground, open

space' (see area). Cp. eyrie,

aerification, n., the act of aerifying, aeration. —
Compounded of L. der, gen. dgris, 'air' (see

air), and -fication.

aeriform, adj. — Compounded of L. der, gen.

dMs, 'air', and forma, 'form, shape'. See air

and form, n.

aerify, tr. v. — Compounded of L. der, gen. deris,

'air' (see air), and -fy.

aero-, before a vowel aer-, combining form de-

noting the air. — Gk. a£po-, fr. &t)^ gen.

depoi;, 'air'. See air.

aerobatics, n., acrobatic tricks performed with

aircraft. — Coined on analogy of acrobatics fr.

aero- and the stem of plalveiv, 'to go'. See acro-

bat and cp. words there referred to. For the end-

ing see suff. -ics.

aerobic, adj. (biol.), i) living only in the presence

of oxygen (said of bacteria); 2) produced by ae-

robic bacteria (biol.). — Coined by the French

chemist Louis Pasteur (1822-95) in [863 fr. Gk.

dtrip, 'air', and jiioc;, 'life'. See aero-, bio- and

-ic and cp. anaerobic. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in microbic.

Derivative: aerobic-al-ly, adv.



aerodone

aerodone, n., a gliding machine. - See next word.

aerodonetics. n., the science of gliding flight (aero-

nautics). — Compounded of Gk. Arip, 'air
,
the

stem of Sovclv, 'to shake, drive about', arid

suff -ics. For the first element see air. Gk.

SovEiv is rel. to S6va^, Dor. Scova^ 'reed', and

prob. cogn. with Lett, duonis, 'reed, rush'. The

orig. meaning of these nouns prob. was 'some-

thing shaken (by the wind)'.

aerodrome, n., airport. - Coined on analogy of

hippodrome fr. aero- and Gk. Sp6ixo?, 'course .

See dromedary,

aerodromics, n., the art of flying. — See prec.

word and -ics.

aerodynamics, n., that branch of dynamics which

deals with the air and other gases.— Compound-

ed of aero- and dynamics,

aerography, n., description of the air. — Com-

pounded of aero- and Gk. -Ypaq-tS, fr. ypa^civ,

'to write'. See graphy.

Derivatives: aerograph-ic, aerograph-ic-al, adjs.

aerolite, n., a stony meteorite. - Compounded

of aero- and -lite,

aerometer, n., an instrument for measurmg the

weight of air and other gases. - Compounded

of aero- and Gk. p.ii?ov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

aerometry, n., the science of measurmg the air,

pneumatics. - Compounded of aero- and Gk.

-(icxpta, 'a measuring of, fr. [i^Tpov, 'measure .

Sec -inctry.

aeronaut, n. - Compounded of aero- and Gk.

vaurr)?, 'sailor'. See nautical.

Derivatives: aeronaut-ic, aeronaut-ic-al, adjs.,

aeror,aut-ic-al-ly, adv., aeronaul-ics, n.

aerophagia, aerophagy, n., air swallowing (med.)

— Medical L., compounded of aero- and -cpayia,

fr -maYo?. 'eating'. See -phagy.

aerophore, n., an apparatus carrying air for

breathing as used for miners. — Compounded

of aero- and Gk. -<p6po?, 'bearing'. See -phore

aerophyte, n., an air plant. - Compounded of

aero- and ^-jtov, 'plant'. See -phyte.

aeroplane, n., an airplane. - F. aeroplane com-

pounded of L. der, 'air', and F. planer, 'to hover,

soar' fr. L. plana.':, 'level, flat; plain'. See aero-

and plane, 'a flat surface', and cp. airplane,

aerostat, n. - F. aerostat, compounded of Gk.

Up 'air' and ciToiToq, 'placed; standing. See

aer(i- and static and cp. gyrostat, heliostat, hy-

drostat, pyrostat, riieostat, tliermostat.

aerostatic, adj. — F. aerostatique, compounded

of Gk. 'iiff, 'air', and cTa-woc, 'causmg to

stand'. See aero- and static,

aerostatics, n., that science which deals with the

equilibrium of gaseous fluids. - See prec. word

and -ics. .

aerostation, n., the science of operating flying

machines lighter than the air; opposed to avia-

tion. — F. aerostation. See aerostat and -ion.

aeruginous, also aeruginose, adj., pertaining to, or

like, copper rust. — L. aeriigindsus, 'full of rust

,
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fr. aerugo, gen. -ginis, 'rust of copper ,
fr. aes,

gen aeris, 'copper'. See ore and -ous and cp. the

first element in esteem. For the formation of L.

aerugo cp. ferrUgo, 'iron rust', fr. ferrum, 'iron',

rubigo 'rust of metals, fr. rOber, 'red', albugo,

'a white spot', fr. albus, 'white' (^ct ferruginous,

rubiginous, albugo).

aery, adj., aerial. — See aerial,

ggjy^ n. — The same as aerie,

aes n brass, copper {Roman antiq.) — L. aes,

gen. aeris, 'brass'. See ore and cp. aerarium,

aerarian.

Aeschynomene, n., a genus of plants, the sensitive

joint vetch (i)of.)-ModL.,fr.Gk. alaxuvoixsvY),

'sensitive plant', fem. of aiazuv6(j,£vo<;, 'bemg

ashamed', pass. pres. part, of ata/iivav, to dis-

honor put to shame', fr. aloxuvr), shame
,
Ir.

aloYO?, 'shame', which stands for *aig''h-s-kos

and is cogn. with Goth, aiwiski, 'shame, con-

fusion', MHG. eisch, 'ugly'. For the suff. -[J-evo?

see alumnus and cp. words there referred to. The

plant was called atoyuvoix^vr,, 'the ashamed

one', in allusion to the sensitiveness of its

leaflets. , .

Aesculaceae, n. pi. a family of trees, the horse-

chestnut (bot.) - Formed with suff-. -aceae fr.

L. aesculus, 'the Italian oak'. See Aesculus.

Aesculapian, adj., i) pertaining to Aesculapius;

2) medical.— Formed with suff. -an fr. Aescula-

pius, Latinized from Ascle'pius, fr. Gk. 'AaxXr)-

mic 'the god of medicine'. See Asclepms.

Aescidus, n., a genus of trees, the horse-chestnut

(bot ) — L aesculus, 'the Italian oak'. See oak.

Aesir, n. pi., the chief gods of Scandinavian my-

thology. — ON., pi. of ass, 'god', rel. to OE. os,

OS as-, OS-, OHG. ans- (in PN.s), Goth, ans,

'god'; possibly of the same origm as ON. ass,

Goth, ans, 'beam'.

Aesopian, adj., pertaining to, or rcsembhng Ae-

sop - Formed with suff-. -an fr. L. Aesopius,

'Aesopian', fr. Aesopus, fr. Gk. A'tacoTio.;, the

Greek fable writer.

Aestas, n., the goddess of summer in Roman

mythology. — L. aestas, 'summer'. See estival.

aesthete, n. — See esthete,

aesthetic, adj. — See esthetic,

aestival, adj. — See estival.

aestivate, intr. v. — See estivate.

aestivation, n. — See estivation,

aether, n. — See ether.

aethogen, n., boric nitrite (chem.) — Lit. produ-

cing heat', fr. Gk. aI»oq, 'burning, heat, fire ,

and -Yevr,5, 'produced by' (but used m the mod-

ern sense 'producing'). For the first element

see ether and cp. next word. For the second

element see -gen.

Aethousa, n., a genus of plants of the carrot family

(bot ) - ModL., fr. Gk. a-tSouaa, burning,

fiery', fem. pres. part, of at^^iv, 'to light up,

kindle, burn', whence alOo;, 'burning heat,

fire', at»r,p, 'the upper purer air, ether'; see

ether. This genus of plants was prob. called

33

Aethousa ('the burning or fiery one') in allusion

to the bright leaves.

aetio-. — See etio-.

aetiology, n. — See etiology,

aeto- combining form meaning 'eagle', as in

Aetosaurus. — Gk. Seto-, fr. cdsioc,, Astoq,

'eagle', which stands for *af texo.;, lit. 'a large

bird', and is cogn. with L. avis, 'bird' ; see aviary.

The suff. -eto-s in 'afiexo? prob. has augmen-

tative force.

Aetosaurus, n., a genus of reptiles of the Triassic

period (paleontol.) — ModL., compounded of

aeto- and Gk. axOpo?, 'lizard'. See sauro-.

af-, assimilated form of ad- before/.

afar, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and far.

afeard, afeared, adj., afraid (archaic). — ME.

afered, fr. OE. dfxred, pp. oidfseran, 'to frighten,

terrify', formed from intensive pref. a- andf^ran,

'to terrify'. See fear, v. and n.

affability, n. — F. affabilite, fr. L. affdbilitalem,

ace. of affabilitds, 'courtesy, kindness, affability',

fr. affdbilis. See affable and -ity.

affable, adj., easy to speak to; courteous. — F.,

fr. L. affdbilis, 'kind, friendly, affable', lit. 'he

who can be (easily) spoken to', fr. affdri, 'to

speak to', fr. ad- and fdri, 'to speak'. See fable

and cp. esp. ineffable.

Derivatives: affable-ness, n., affabl-y, adv.

affair, n. — ME., fr. OF. afaire (F. affcdre),

from the phrase a faire, 'to do', fr. L. ad, 'to',

and facere, 'to do'. See ad- and fact and cp. ado

and to-do.

affect, tr. v., to act upon. — L. affectus, pp. oiaf-

ficere, 'to do something to', fr. ad- and facere

(pp. factus), 'to make, do'. See fact and cp.

affettuoso. For the change of Latin a (in factus)

to e (in af-fectus) see accent and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: affect-ed, adj., aff'ect-ing, adj., af-

fect-ing-ly, adv., affection (q.v.)

affect, tr. v., to make a pretence of; to feign. —
F. aff'ecter, fr. L. affectdre, 'to strive after, aim

at', freq. of afficere (pp. affectus), 'to do some-

thing to'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: affection (q.v.), affect-ed, adj., af-

fect-ed-ly, adv., affect-er, n., affection (q.v.),

affect-ive, adj. (cp. F. affectif, fem. affective),

affect-ive-ly, adv., affect-iv-ity, n.

affectation, n. — L. affectdtio, gen. -dnis, 'a striv-

ing after', fr. affectdtus, pp. of affectdre. See

prec. word and -ation.

affection, n., feeling. — F., fr. L. affectionem, ace.

of affectio, 'a permanent state of feeling', fr.

affectus, pp. of afficere, 'to do something to'.

See affect, 'to act upon', and affect, 'to make a

pretence of.

Derivatives: affection-al, adj., affection-al-ly,

adv., affect-ion-ate, adj., affect-ion-ale-ly, adv.

affection, n., an acting upon. — F., fr. L. affec-

tionem, ace. of affectio. See affection, 'feeling'.

affeer, tr. v., to confirm (Old English law).— AF.

aferer, corresponding to OF. affewer, afeurer.

'to tax', fr. VL. *afforare, fr. ad- and L. forum,

'public place, market', in VL. also 'market price,

tariff' (whence OF. fuer, 'price, tariff, tax). See

forum.

afferent, adj., bringing inward (physiol.) — L.

afferens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of afferre, 'to

bring or carry to', fr. ad- and ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See bear, 'to carry', and -ent and cp.

efferent.

affettuoso, adj. and adv., with feeling (mus:) —
It., adj., fr. L. affectuosus, 'full of affection or

love', fr. affectus, 'love, goodwill', fr. afficere

(pp. affectus), 'to do something to, to affect a

person with something'. See affect, 'to act upon'.

affiance, n., trust, faith; promise of marriage. —
OF. afiance 'confidence, trust', fr. afier, 'to

trust', fr. ML. affJdare, 'to pledge one's faith',

fr. ad- and L. fiddre, 'to trust', fr. fides, 'faith',

whence fidelis, 'true, faithful', fidelitds, 'faith-

fulness, fidelity'. See fidelity and -ance and cp.

faith, affidavit. Cp. also fiance,

affiance, tr. v., to promise in marriage. — OF.

afiancier, fr. afiance. See affiance, n.

Derivative: affianc-er, n.

affiche, n., poster. — F., formed fr. a, 'to' (see a),

and ficher, 'to drive in (a stake or a nail), to

stick, fix, fasten', fr. VL. *figicdre (contracted

into *ficcdre), freq. of L.figere, 'to fix, attach'.

Cp. It. ficcare, OProven?. ficar, Sp. hincar, 'to

thrust, drive in', and see fix. Cp. also affix,

affidavit, n., a sworn statement. — ML. affiddvit,

'he has pledged his faith', perf. tense of afflddre;

so called from the first word of a sworn state-

ment. See affiance, n.

affiliable, adj. — Formed fr. next word with suff.

-able.

affiUate, tr. v. — L. affilidtus, pp. of affilidre, 'to

adopt as a son', fr. ad- and filius, 'son'. See

filial.

Derivatives: affiliat-ed, adj., affiliation (q.v.)

affiUation, n. — F., fr. ML. affilidtionem, ace. of

affllidtio, fr. L. affilidtus, pp. oi affilidre. See af-

filiate and -ion.

affine, n., a relative by marriage (obsol) — OF.

affin, fr. L. affinis, 'neighboring, related by mar-

riage', lit. 'bordering on', fr. ad- &nA finis, 'bor-

der, end'. See fine 'end', and cp. the second

element in chromaffin, paraffin.

Derivative: affine-ly, adv.

affined, adj. — F. affine, fr. OF. affin, fr. L. af-

finis. See prec. word and -ed.

affinity, n., i) relationship by marriage; 2) close

relationship; 3) similarity: 4) mutual attraction;

5) (chem:) the tendency of atoms of certain ele-

ments to combine. — F. affinite, fr. L. affini-

tatem, ace. of affinitas, 'neighborhood, rela-

tionship by marriage', fr. affinis. See affine and

-ity.

affirm, tr. and intr. v. — OF. afermer, fr. L. af

firmdre, 'to make steady, to strengthen, corro-

borate', fr. ad- and firmdre, 'to make firm or

steady, to strengthen', fr. firmus, 'firm'. See



affirmation

firm, adj. F. affirmer and E. affirm have been

refashioned after Latin affirmare.

affirmation, n. — F. affirmation, fr. L. affirmd-

tidnem, ace. of affirmdtio, fr. affirmdtus, pp. of

affirmare. See prec. word and -ion.

affirmative, adj. — F. affirmatif (fem. affirma-

tive), fr. L. affirmdtivus, fr. affirmdtus, pp. of af-

firmdre. See affirm and -ative.

Derivative: affirmative-ly, adv.

affix, tr. V.— ML. afflxdre, freq. of L. afflgere (pp.

affixus), 'to fasten, fix, or attach to', fr. ad- and

pigere, 'to fasten, fix'. See fix and cp. affiche.

Derivatives: affix-al, adj., affix-ation, n.,affix-

er, n., affix-ture, n.

affix, n. — F. affixe, fr. L. afflxum, neut. of affix-

us, pp. of afflgere. See affix, v.

atfiatus, n., inspiration. — L. afflatus, 'a blowing,

breathing, inspiration', fr. afflatus, pp. of af-

fldre, 'to blow on', fr. ad- and fldre, 'to blow'.

See blow, v., and cp. flatus and words there

referred to.

aflUct, tr. v., to distress. — L. affRctdre, 'to dam-
age, harass, torment, distress', freq. of affdgere

(pp. affllctus), 'to cast down, throw down, over-

throw', fr. ad- and fllgere (pp. fllctus), 'to

strike', which is cogn. with Gk. 9Xtpeiv, 'to

press, crush', Ixtt. blaizit, 'to press, crush,

strike', bliezt, 'to strike', Czech, Pol. bliziia,

'scar', OSlav. blizi, blizd, 'near', W. blif, 'cata-

pult', blifaidd, 'quickly'. Cp. conflict, inflict,

profligate, thlipsis.

Derivatives: affiict-ed, adj., afflict-er, n., afflict-

ing, adj., afflict-ing-ly, adv., affliction (q^.v.), af-

ffict-ive, adj., afflict-ive-ly, adv.

affliction, n. — F., fr. L. afflictionem, ace. of af-

fflctid, 'pain, suffering, torment', fr. afflictus, pp.

of affligere. See prec. word and -ion.

affluence, n. — F., fr. L. affluentia, 'a flowing to,

affluence, abundance', fr. affiuens, gen. -entis.

See next word and -ce and cp. influence,

affluent, adj., abundant; rich — F., fr. L. affiuens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of affluere, 'to flow to',

fr. ad- and fluere, 'to flow'. See fluent and cp.

afflux, effluent, influent.

Derivative: affluent, n., a tributary.

afflux, n. — L. afflUxum, neut. pp. of affluere, 'to

flow to'. See prec. word and cp. flux.

Derivative: afflux-ion, n.

afford, tr. v. — ME. aforthen, fr. OE. gefordian,

'to further', fr. pref. ge- and fordian, 'to further'

fr. ford, 'forth'. See forth and cp. further, v. For

the weakening of the OE. pref ge- into a- in

Enghsh cp. aware. The spelling afford (with

double/) is due to a confusion of the Teut. pref.

a- with L. ad-, 'to', and its assimilated form af-

before /. See af- and cp. affright,

affordable, adj. — Formed fr. afford with suff.

-able; first used by Carlyle. Cp. adaptable, dis-

likable, forgettable.

afforest, tr. v., to turn into a forest. — ML.
afforestdre, fr. ad- and forestdre, fr. Late L.

forestis (scil. silva), 'open woodland'. See forest

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: afforest-ation, n., afforest-ment, n.

affranchise, tr. v. — Fr. F. affranchiss-, pres. part.

stem of affranchir, 'to free, set free, liberate', fr.

d, 'to' (see a), Sind franc, fem. franche, 'free'. See

ad- and franchise.

Derivative: affranchise-ment, n.

affray, tr. v., to frighten. — ME. afraien, affraien,

formed—with change of prefix—fr. OF. esfreer,

*esfreier (F. effrayer), 'to frighten, terrify', fr.

Gaul.-L. *exfriddre, 'to put out of peace',

fr. L. ex-, 'out of (see ex-), and Prankish

*fridu, 'peace', which is rel. to OE. friou, OHG.
fridu, 'peace, truce', fr. Teut. base *fri-, which

corresponds to I.-E. base *pri-, 'to be friendly,

to love', whence OSlav. prijati, 'to aid, help',

prijatelji, 'friend', OL prijd-, 'beloved'. Cp.

OProveng. esfredar, 'to frighten', which also

derives fr. Gaul.-L. *exfriddre. See free and

words there referred to and cp. esp. defray.

Derivative: affray-er, n.

affray, n. — ME. afrai, affrai, fr. OF. esfrei (F.

effroi), fr. esfreer, *esfreier. See prec. word.

affricate, n. (phonetics). — L. aff'ricatus, pp. of

affricdre, 'to rub against'. See affricate, v.

affricate, tr. v., to rub ; to grate on.— L. affricdtus,

pp. of affricdre, 'to rub against', fr. ad- and/W-

cdre, 'to rub'. See friction and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: agricat-ed, adj., affricai-ion, n.,

affricat-ive, adj.

affright, tr. v., orig. spelled afright. — Meta-

thesized fr. afyrht, fr. OE. dfyhrt, pp. of dfyrhtan,

'to frighten', fr. d- (see intensive pref. a-) and

fyrhtan. See fright, v. For the spelling affright

(with double /) see afford. Derivatives : affright,

n., affright-ed, adj., affright-ed-ly, adv.

affront, tr. v. — OF. afronler (F. affronter), 'to

strike on the forehead', fr. Late L. affrontdre,

'to strike against', fr. ad- and h.frons, gen. fron-

tis, 'forehead'. See front.

Derivatives: affront, n., affront-ed, adj., aff'ront-

ed-ly, adv., affront-ed-ness, n., affront-er, n., af-

front-ive, adj., affront-ine-ness, n.

afTronte, adj., facing each other (her.) — F., pp.

of affronter, 'to affront'. See affront.

affuse, tr. v., to pour upon. — L. affHsus, pp. of

affundere, 'to pour upon', fr. ad- and fundere,

'to pour'. See fuse, 'to melt' and cp. confuse, in-

fuse, refuse, suffuse, transfuse.

affusion, n. — L. affUsio, gen. -onis, 'a pouring

upon', fr. affusus, pp. of affundere. See prec.

word and -ion.

afield, adv. — OE. onfelda, 'in the field'. See a-,

'on', and field.

afikoman, less exactly afikomen, n., a piece of

matzah broken off from the central of the three

matzoth, used at the end of the meal in the

Seder service (Jewish religion). — Heb. aphi-

qomdn, fr. Gk. ettikwhiov, 'festal procession

after the meal', prop, subst. use of the neut. of

the adj. diTttxaifiioi;, 'of, or at, a festal proces-

sion', fr. iizi, 'on, upon; at' (see epi-), and xcJuoc,

35

'banquet, merrymaking, revel'. See comedy.

afire, adv. and adj. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and

fire.

aflame, adv. and adj. — Formed fr. a- 'on', and

flame.

aflicker, adv. and adj., flickering. — Coined by

Browning fr. a-, 'on', and flicker.

afloat, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and float.

aflower, adv. and adj. — Coined by Swinburne

fr. a-, 'on', and flower.

aflush, adv. and adj., flushing. — Formed fr. a-,

'on', and flush, 'a blush'.

aflush, adv. and adj., on a level, even. — Formed

fr. a- 'on', and flush, 'level'.

afoot, adv. and adj. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and

foot.

afore, adv. — ME. afore, aforn, fr. OE. onforan.

See a-, 'on', and fore.

a fortiori, adv., all the more. — L., 'from the

stronger (reason)', fr. a, 'from' and abl. of

fortior, compar. offortis, 'strong'. See a-, 'from',

fort and -ior.

afraid, adj. — Orig. pp. of affray, 'to frighten'.

afreet, n., an evil demon or jinni.— Translitera-

tion of Arab, 'ifrft (in vulgar pronunciation

'afrft); name of an evil demon or monstrous

giant in Mohammedan mythology.

afresh, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and fresh.

African, adj. and n. — L. Africdnus, fr. Africa,

fr. Afer, 'African'.

Afrikander, n., a South African native of Dutch

descent.— Formed fr. Du. Afrikaner, 'African',

with d inserted on analogy of Du. Hollander,

Englander, etc.

aft, adv. — OE. wftan, 'behind', rel. to Goth.

aftana, 'from behind', prop, superlatives formed

fr. OE. xf, af of resp. Goth, af 'of, with the

Teut. superlative suff. -ta, which corresponds to

the l.-E. superl. suff. -to (cp. Gk. TrpwToc, 'first',

superl. of np6, 'before', and see proto-). Cp.

the first element in eftsoons and the last element

in abaft. For the orig. comparative form of OE.

a/ see next word.

after, adv. and prep. — ME. after, efter, fr. OE.

aefter, 'behind in place or time', rel. to ON. eptir,

'after', aptr, 'back', Dan., Swed. efter, OHG.
aftar. Goth, aftra, aftaro, 'behind', and cogn.

with Gk. dcTToj-T^p-fj, 'farther off'. Suff. -ter has

comparative force (cp. -ther). After orig. meant

'more away', and represents the comparative

form of OE. af, 'off, away', which is cogn. with

OL dpa, Gk. (xtt6, L. ab, 'away from'. See of and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also aft, abaft

after, adj. — OE. aeftera, fr. sefter. See after, prep.

aftermath, n., prop, '(grass which springs up) after

(the first) mowing'. — See after and math.

ftermost, adj. — ME. eftemeste, fr. OE. sefte-

mest, seftemyst, superlative formed fr. OE. sef

'of, with the suffixes -te, -me and -st; rel. to

Goth, aftumists (= af-tu-mi-sis), 'the last', a

treble superlative formed fr. af, 'of. The double

superlative suffixes: Goth, -tu-mi- and OE.

-te-me- are cogn. with OL -ta-ma (e.g. in

sreshfhatamah, 'most brilliant*, dntamah, 'next'),

Avestic -t^-md (in vahishtot^mo, 'best'), L. -tu-

mus, -ti-mus (in op-tumus, op-timus, 'best', in-

timus, 'innermost'). E. aftermost (fr. ME. efte-

meste) was influenced in form by after and most.

See aft and -most. For the superl. suff. -tumus, -ti-

mus, cp. intimate, posthumous, optimism,ultimate,

maritime. For the Teut. superl. suff. -st (= I.-E.

-isto) see best.

afterward, afterwards, adv. — OE. sefterweard,

compounded of sefter, 'behind', and -weard,

'toward'. See after and -ward, -wards.

ag-, assimilated form of ad- before g.

aga, agha, n., a title of rank, esp. in Turkey. —
Turk, aghd, 'chief, master, lord', rel. to East

Turkish aghd, 'elder brother'.

again, adv. — ME. agen, agein, fr. OE. ongegn,

ongean, 'against, again', fr. on, 'on', and gegn,

gagn (hypothetic forms), which are rel. to OS.

gegin, 'against', angegin, 'against, again', ON.
gegn, 'straight, direct', igeng, 'against', Dan.,

Swed. igen, 'again', OFris. jen, OHG. gegin,

gagan, MHG. gegen, gein, gen, G. gegen (poet,

also gen), 'against, toward', OHG. ingagan, in-

gegin, MHG. engegen, G. entgegen, 'against, in

opposition to, toward'. Cp. against, gainly, and

the first element in gainsay, Gegenschein.

against, prep. — ME. ayeynst, ageinest, againesi,

formed fr. OE. ongegen, ongean, with the ad-

verbial suff. -es and excrescent -t. See prec. word

and cp. amidst, amongst, betwixt, whilst.

agalloch, n., aloewood. — ModL. agallochum^

fr. Gk. a.yixXkoyoi, a.y&koyo'i, 'aloe, aloewood',

which is prob. a loan word fr. Ol. aguruh, 'aloe-

wood'. Cp. eaglewood. Cp. also aloe.

agalma, n., statue, image. — Gk. fiyaXixa, that

in which one delights, ornament; 'statue', fr.

dtyaXXeiv, 'to glorify, exalt', which is of un-

certain origin.

agama, n., name of various Indian scriptures

(Hinduism). — OL dgamah, lit. 'coming up',

from particle d-, 'toward', and the stem of gd-

mati, 'goes'. OL d- is rel. to Avestic a- and cogn.

with Gk. e- (e.g. in £-deXeiv, 'to will'), t)- (e.g.

in ri-^a.t.hc., 'little, small'), 6- (e.g. in o-x£XXeiv,

'to run a ship aground') ; cp. the first element in

ananda and the second element in Anopheles and

in samadh. OL gdmati is rel. to Avestic jamaiti,

'goes', and cogn. with Gk. patvco (for *pa(x-j.<.>,

piv-ito), 'I go', L. venid (for *g"'inid), 'I come',

Goth, qiman, OE. cuman, 'to come'; see come

and cp. jagat.

Agama, n., a genus of lizards (zool.) — ModL.,

fr. Sp. agama, which is of Caribbean origin.

Agamemnon, n., king of Mycenae, leader of the

Greeks agamst Troy.— L., fr. Gk. ' AYa[j.Etiva>v,

which prob. stands for *'AYa-|j.£8tndv, lit. 'rul-

ing mightily', fr. &ym, 'very much', and (leSov,

'ruler', prop. pres. part, of the ancient verb

(x^Seiv, 'to protect, rule over', which derives fr.

I.-E. base *mid-, 'to measure, limit, consider'.



agami

a -(/-enlargement of base *me-, 'to measure'. See

meditate and cp. Medea, Medusa and the second

element in Andromeda, Diomedes, Ganymede,

agami, n., the trumpeter (a South American

bird). — F., fr. Galibi agamy.

agamic, adj., asexual {biology). — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. Gk. ayajJ-o;, 'unmarried'. See

agamous.

Agamidae, n., a family of lizards (zoo/.)— ModL.,

formed fr. agami with suff. -idae.

agamo-, before a vowel agam-, combining form

meaning 'asexual'. — Gk. ayajjto-, fr. ayaiio?,

'unmarried'. See next word.

agamous, adj., cryptogamous {hot.)— L. agamus,

fr. Gk. Syan-of;, 'unmarried', fr. a- (see priv.

pref. a-) and ^i.u.oq, 'marriage'. See gamo-. For

E. -ous, as equiv. to Gk. -oq, L. -us, see -ous.

agamy, n., absence or non-recognition of mar-

riage relation. — Gk. ayaijiia, 'celibacy, single

estate'. See agamous and -y (representing

Gk. -la).

Agapanthus, n., a genus of plants of the lily family

{bat) — ModL., lit. 'flower of love', fr. Gk.

ayaT^y), 'love', and av^o?, 'flower'. See agape,

n., and anther,

agape, adv. and adj., gaping.— Lit. 'on the gape'

;

coined by Mihon fr. pref. a-, 'on', and the noun

gape. Derivative; agape, adj.

agape, n., love feast of the early Christians. —
L., fr. Gk. ayaTTY), 'love', pi. ayctTrai, 'love feast',

fr. ayaTrav, 'to love', which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. the first element in Agapanthus,

Agapornis.

Agapornis, n., a genus of parrots (ornithol.) —
ModL. lit. 'bird of love', compounded of ayaitT),

'love', and opvic, 'bird'. Sec agape, n., and orni-

tho-.

agar-agar, n., a gelatinous substance obtained

from dried seaweed. — Malay.

agaric, n., any fungus of the genus Agaricus. —
L. agaricum, fr. Gk. ayapixov, 'larch fungus',

named fr. Agaria, a place in Sarmatia, abound-

ing in this kind of fungi. Derivative: agaric, adj.

Agaricaceae, n. pi., a family of fungi (hot.) —
ModL. formed from Agaricus with sufl". -aceae.

agaricaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Agaricus, n., a genus of fungi (hot.) — ModL.,

fr. L. agaricum. See agaric.

Agastache, n., the giant hyssop (bot) — Gk. aya-

iTTotx'J?, 'rich in ears of corn', compounded of

ayav, 'much', and nxayyc,, 'ear of corn'. The

first element is of uncertain origin. It possibly

derives fr. L-E. *mga- and is rel. to Gk. iisya:,

'great, large'; see mega-. The second element is

cogn. with ON. stinga, OE. stingan, 'to thrust';

see sting and cp. Stachys.

agastric, adj. having no stomach (zool.) — Form-

ed fr. priv. pref a-, and Gk. yarmrp, 'stomach'.

See gastric,

agate, n., a kind of chalcedony. — F., fr. L.

achates, fr. Gk. dc^iiTir)?, which is of ncertain

origin. The name of the river Achates m Sicily,
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as well as the name of the faithful friend of Ae-

neas, prob. derive from Gk. axaTvjt;. See Frisk,

GEW., I, p. I99S.V.

agate, adv., on the way. — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and gate, 'street'.

Agatha, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. ayoc&y], fem. of

dya{>6c, 'good'. See agatho-.

Agatliis, n., a genus of timber trees of the pine

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. aya&i?, 'baU of

thread', which is of unknown origin.

agathism, n., the doctrine that all things tend

toward good. — Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk.

ayaS^o?, 'good'. See agatho-.

agatho-, before a vowel agath-, combining form

meaning 'good'. — Gk. aya^o-, aya&-, fr

aya&o?, 'good' ; of uncertain origin. Cp. Aga-

tha, agathism.

Agathosma, n., a genus of plants of the rue family

(hot.) — ModL., lit. 'smelling good', com-

pounded of Gk. aya&ot;, 'good' (see agatho-),

and 6a[x7), 'smell, odor'. See agatho- and

osmium.

Agave, n., the mother of Pentheus (Greek my-

thol.)— L.,fr.Gk.'Ayaur],prop.fem.of(iya'j6(;,

'illustrious, noble' (of kings), 'briUiant, glorious'

(of things), rel. to yaieiv (for *yaf-i,Ei.v), 'to

rejoice, exult', yaOpoi;, 'exulting in something',

ya&eTv = yr;-8-£iv, 'to rejoice', and cogn. with

L. gaudere (for *ga"'idere), 'to rejoice'. (The a-

in a.-ya.\ibc, has intensive force.) See joy and

cp. gaud.

Agave, n., a genus of plants of the amaryllis

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. prec. word.

agaze, adv. and adj., gazing. Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and gaze,

age, n. — ME., fr. OF. aage, eage (F. age), fr.

VL. *aetdticum, fr. L. aetdtem (ace. of aelas,

'age'), whence also It. eta, Catal. edat, Sp. edad.

Port, idade, 'age'. L. aelds is contracted fr. aevi-

tas, fr. aevum, 'space of time, eternity'. See aeon

and cp. eternal. Cp. also coetaneous, coeval,

longevity, primeval, moyen age.

Derivatives: age, intr. and tr. v., ag-ed, adj.,

ag-ed-ly, adv., ag-ed-ness, n., age-less, adj.

-age, suff. forming nouns denoting act, process,

function, condition, dignity or place.— OF. and

F. -age, fr. I^te L. -alicum, fr. L. -dtus, pp. suff.

of verbs in -are (i.e. verbs of the 1st conjuga-

tion). See adj. suff. -ate and cp. -atic.

agee, adv., awry (dial.) — Formed fr. a- and dial.

E. gee, 'to turn'.

Agelaius, n., a genus of birds of the family Icter-

idae, comprising the blackbird (ornithol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. dyeXaio?, 'belonging to a herd,

gregarious', fr. ay£>.7j, 'heard', lit. 'that which

is led or driven', fr. aysiv, 'to lead', which is

cogn. with L. agere, 'to drive, lead, do, act'.

See agent, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

agency, n. — Late L. agentia (whence also F.

agence), fr. L. agens, gen. agentis, pres. part of

agere. See agent, adj. and n., and -cy.

agenda, n. — L., 'things to be done', neut. pi.
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of agendus, the gerundive of agere. See agent.

For the use of other Latin gerundives or their

derivatives in English cp. addendum, Amanda,

Amandus, avisandum, corrigendum, credenda,

deodand, dividend, girandole, habendum, hacien-

da, horrendous, launder, legend, memorandum,

minuend, Miranda, multiplicand, ordinand, pre-

bend, propaganda, pudendum, radicand, redden-

dum, referendum, repetend, reprimand, reverend,

subtrahend, tremendous.

agent, adj. — L. agens, gen. agentis, pres. part.

oi agere, 'to set in motion, drive, lead, conduct,

guide, govern ; to do, act', whence agmen, 'army,

troop, band, multitude', lit. that which is lead',

fr. I.-E. base *ag-, 'to drive, lead, act, do', whence

also Gk. Syeiv, 'to lead, guide, drive, carry

off', dyTvciv, 'to lead, bring', dycov, 'assembly,

contest in the games', dyojvis, 'struggle for vic-

tory, anguish, agony', dycoyoi;, 'leader', dytoyr),

'a carrying away, a leading', OI. djati, 'drives',

ajirdh, 'moving, active', Avestic aza'ti, 'drives',

Toch. A dk-, B ak-, 'to travel, lead'. Arm. acem,

'I lead, bring', ON. aka, 'to drive', Cp. agent,

n. Cp. also abigeat, acorn, acre, act, action, acti-

vate, actor, actress, actuate, Agelaius, agenda,

agile, agitate, agminate, -agogue, agonist, ago-

nize, agony, agrarian, agrestic, agriculture, agrio-,

agro-, agronomy, Agrostis, Agyieus, aisle, ala,

ambages, ambagious, ambassador, ambiguous,

ament, anagogy, antagonist, apagoge, assay,

Auriga, axilla, axiom, axis, axle, cache, chora-

gus, clarigation, coact, coagulate, cogent, cogi-

tate, demagogic, deuteragonist, embassy, epact,

essay, exact, examen, exigent, exiguous, exility,

indagate, intransigent, isagoge, paragoge, para-

gonite, pedagogue, pilgrim, prodigal, protago-

nist, react, redact, remex, stavesacre, strategy,

synagogue, transact, tritagonist, and the second

element in castigate, clarigation, fastigiate, fu-

migate, fustigate, levigate, litigate, mitigate, na-

vigate, objurgate, purge, variegate.

agent, n. — F., in the sense of 'acting force', fr.

ML. agens, in the sense of 'acting person', fr.

It. agente; both these words derive fr. L. agens,

gen. agentis, pres. part, of agere. See agent, adj.

agential, adj. — Formed fr. agency with suff.

-iai.

Ageratum, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (hot.) — ModL. ageratum, fr. Gk. dyvj-

paTov, neut. of ayr;paToc, 'ageless, everlasting',

fr. a- (see priv. pref a-) and yfipx?, 'old age*.

See geronto-.

ageustia, ageusia, n., lack of the sense of taste

(med.) — Gk. ays'jarLa, 'a not-tasting, fasting',

fr. d- (see priv. pref a-) and a derivative of Gk.
yeiJEa&ai, 'to taste', fr. I.-E. base "geus-, *gus-,

'to taste, enjoy by tasting'. See choose and cp.

gust, 'relish'. For the ending see suff. -ia.

agger, n., mound, rampart (Roman antiq.) — L.,

'heap, pile, dam, dike, mound, rampart', lit.

things brought together', from the stem of ag-

gerere, 'to bring to (a place), bring together'.

fr. ad- and gerere, 'to bear, carry'. See gerent

and cp. exaggerate.

agglomerate, tr. and intr. v., to gather into a
mass. — L. agglomerdtus, pp. of agglomerdre,

'to wind into or as into a ball', fr. ad- and glo-

merdre, 'to form into a ball', fr. glomus, gen.

glomeris, 'a ball of yam'. See glomerate and cp.

conglomerate.

Derivatives: agglomeration (q.v.), agglomerat-

ive, adj., agglomerat-or, n.

agglomerate, adj., gathered into a mass. — L. ag-

glomerdtus, pp. of agglomerdre. See agglome-

erate, v.

Derivative: agglomerate, n.

agglomeration, n. — L. agglomerdtid, gen. -dnis,

fr. agglomerdtus, pp. of agglomerdre. See agglo-

merate, v., and -ion.

agglutinant, adj. uniting. — L. agglHtindns, gen.

-antis. See agglutinate and -ant.

Derivative: agglutinant, n.

agglutinate, tr. v., to unite with glue or as with

glue; intr. v., to imite. — L. agglOtindtus, pp. of

agglQtindre, 'to fasten together with glue, to

fasten to', fr. ad- and glUtindre, 'to glue', fr.

gluten, gen. gldtinis, 'glue'. See gluten, glue and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: agglutin-ated, adj., aggltilin-ation,

n., agglutinat-ive, adj., agglutinat-or, n.

agglutinate, adj., united. — Sec agglutinate, v.

agglutinin, n., a substance causing agglutination

(bacteriology). — Coined by the German bac-

teriologist Max von Gruber (1853-1927) from

the stem of L. agglUlindre, 'to glue on'. See

agglutinate and chcm. suff. -in.

aggrandize, tr. v. to make larger, increase. — F.

agrandiss-, pres. part, stem of agrcmdir, 'to en-

large', fr. a, 'to' (sec a), and grandir, 'to in-

crease', fr. L. grandire, 'to make great, increase',

fr. grandis, 'great'. See grand. The spelling with

double g is due to the analogy of Latin words

beginning with agg- (for ad-g).

Derivatives: aggrandizement (q.v.), aggrandiz-

er, n.

aggrandizement, n. — F. agrandissement, fr. C
grandir. See prec. word and -ment.

aggravate, tr. v., to make worse. — L. aggra-

vdlus, pp. of aggravdre, 'to make heavier, make

worse', fr. ad- and gravdre, 'to charge with a

load, to make heavy', fr. gravis 'heavy'. See

grave, 'weighty', and cp. grieve, 'to feel grief,

aggrieve.

Derivatives :a^.grava/-e(/, adj., aggravat-ing, adj.,

aggravat-ing-ly, adv., aggravation (q.v.), aggra-

vat-ive, adj., aggravat-or, n.

aggravation, n. — Late L. aggravdtio, gen. -dnis,

fr. L. aggravdtus, pp. of aggravdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

aggregable, adj., that can be aggregated. — See

aggregate and -able.

aggregate, tr. v. to gather into a mass; to amount
to. — L. aggregdtus, pp. of aggregdre, 'to add
to, attach oneself to, follow', lit. 'to bring to the
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flock', fr. ad- and gregare, 'to gather into a

flock', fr. grex, gen. gregis, 'flock'. See grega-

rious and verbal suff. -ate and cp. congregate,

egregious, segregate.

Derivatives: aggregat-ion, n., aggregat-ive, adj.,

aggregat-or, n., aggregat-ory, adv.

aggregate, adj., gathered into a mass.— L. aggre-

gdtus, pp. of aggregare. See aggregate, v.

Derivatives: aggregate, n., a collective mass;

sum total, aggregate-ly, adv., aggregate-ness, n.

aggress, intr. v., to start a quarrel. — F. agresser,

fr. Late L. aggressdre, freq. of L. aggredlipp. ag-

gressus), 'to go to, approach, attack', fr. ad-

and gra^ (pp. gressus), 'to step, go', fr. gradus,

'step'. See grade. For the change of I^tin d (in

gradi) to e (in ad-gressus, ag-gressus) see accen/

and cp. words there referred to. For the form

of gressus, pp. of gradl, see congress.

Derivatives: aggression (q.v.), aggress-ive, adj.,

aggress-ive-Iy, adv., aggress-ive-ness, n., a^yrej-

ior (q.v.)

aggression, n.— F. agression, fr. L. aggressionem,

ace. of aggressio, 'a going to; an attack', fr.

aggressus, pp. of a^^rerff. See prec. word and

-ion.

aggrieve, tr. v., i) to grieve; 2) to injure in one's

rights. — ME. agreven, fr. OF. agrever, fr. L.

aggravdre, 'to make heavier'. See aggravate.

Derivatives: aggriev-ed, adj., aggriev-ed-ly, adv.,

aggriev-ed-ness, n.

aghast, adj., frightened. — ME. agast, agasted,

pp. of agasten, 'to frighten', formed fr. intensive

pref. a- and OE. gxstan, 'to frighten', fr. gxst,

gdsl, 'spirit'. See ghost and cp. ghastty. Cp. also

the second element in flabbergast,

agile, adj., nimble, active. — F., fr. L. agilis,

'that can be moved easily, nimble, quick', fr.

agere, 'to move, drive'. See agent, adj., and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see

suff. -ile.

Derivatives: agile-ly, adv., agile-ness, n., agili-

ty (qv.)

agility, n. — F. agilite, fr. L. agilitatem, ace. of

agililds, 'mobility, nimbleness, quickness', fr.

agilis. See prec. word and -ity.

agio, n., the discount paid to exchange one cur-

rency for another. — It. aggio, agio, fr. dial. It.

lajje, fr. MGk. ocXXaYiov, 'exchange', fr. Gk.

aXXayT). 'change'; see allagite. The / in lajje

was mistaken for the It. def. article and was

accordingly dropped.

agiotage, n. — F., fr. agioter, "to be a stockjob-

ber', fr. agio. See prec. word and -age.

agist, tr. v., to take cattle to graze at a certain

prize. — OF. agister, fr. a, 'to' (see a), and gister

(F. giter), 'to lodge, lie', fr. giste (F. glte), 'lying

place, resting place', fr. L. jacita, fern. pp. of

L. jacere, 'to he', used as a noim. See jet, 'to

spirt forth', and cp. gist, 'essence'. Cp. also ad-

jacent, agio.

agistiiient, n., l) the axX ot agisting; 2) an agree-

ment to agist; 3) profit made by agisting. —

3&

OF. agistement, fr. agister. See prec. word and

-ment.

agistor, agister, n., one who agists. — AF. agis-

tour, fr. OF. agister. See agist and agential suff.

-or, resp. -er.

agitable, adj. — L. agitdbilis, 'that can easily be

moved', fr. agitdre. See agitate and -able,

agitate, tr. and intr. v. — L. agitdtus, pp. of agi-

tdre, 'to put in constant motion, drive, impel',

freq. oi agere, 'to move, drive'. See agent, adj.,

and verbal suff. -ate and cp. cogitate.

Derivatives: agitat-ed, adj., agitat-ed-ly, adv.,

agitation (q.v.)

agitation, n. — F., fr. L. agitdtionem, ace. of agi-

tdtio, 'motion, agitation', fr. agitdtus, pp. of

agitdre. See agitate and -ion.

Derivative: agitation-al, adj.

agitato, adj. agitated (musical direction). — It.,

pp. of agitare, fr. L. agitdre. See agitate,

agitator, n. — L., fr. agitdtus, pp. of agitdre. See

agitate and agential suff. -or.

Agkistrodon, n., a genus of pit vipers (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. (Syxicttpov, 'fish-

hook', and oStdv, gen. oSovtoi;, 'tooth'. The

first element is rel. to Syxo?, 'a bend, hollow',

(XYXwv, 'elbow', lit. 'the bend of the arm', and

cogn. with L. angulus, 'angle, comer"; see

angle, 'corner'. For the second element see

odonto-.

Aglaia, n., one of the Graces in Greek mythol-

ogy. — L.,fr. Gk. AyXata, lit. 'splendor, beau-

ty, brightness', fr. i.-{Ka.6c„ 'splendid, beautiful,

bright', which is of uncertain origin. It pos-

sibly stands for a-Y>^af6? and is formed fr.

copul. pref. a- and I.-E. base *gl-, zero degree of

base *gel-, 'clear, serene, cheerful, lovely; to

laugh'. Copul. pref. a- (in *a-YXaf6<;) stands

for I.-E. *sm-, a weak gradational form of I.-E.

base *sem-, 'one, together'; see same. Fr. base

»gel- derive Gk. yixkr]v6i, 'calm, serene', xa.y.rjvr),

'stillness of wind and wave', yeXav, 'to laugh',

yi\(oq, 'laughter'; see geloto- and cp. words

there referred to.

Aglaspis, n., a genus of Cambian Xiphosura

(paleontol.) — ModL., lit. 'with a glittering

shield', contracted fr. Gk. dtYXao?, 'splendid,

beautiful, bright', and aoTri?, 'shield'. See

Aglaia and asfridium.

agleam, adv. and adj., gleaming. — Formed fr.

a-, 'on', and gleam.

aglet, aig;let, n., the metal tag of a lace. — F.

aiguillette, dimin. of aiguille, 'needle', fr. VL.

*acucula, cortesponding to L. acicula, dimin. of

acus, 'needle'. Cp. It. agucchia, OProven9., Port.

agulha, Sp. aguja, 'needle', and see acus, aiguil-

le. For the ending see suff. -et

agley, adv., awry {chiefly Scot.). — Formed fr.

a- 'on', and Scot, gley, 'to squint'.

AgkMsa, n. pi., a suborder of amphibians {zool.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. &fXuaao<;, 'tongueless'. See

next word.

dj., tongueless. — Formed with adj.
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suff. -al fr. Gk. ayXtoaCTo;, 'without a tongue',

fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and ykcacaa, 'tongue'.

See gloss, 'note', and cp. prec. word.

aglow, adv. and adj., in a glow. — Formed fr.

a-, 'on', and glow,

agmatine, n. , name of the base C5HHN4 (biochem)

— Coined by the German physiological chemist

Albrecht Kossel (1853-1927) fr. Gk. ocyM-a, gen.

dtyiiaxoi;, 'fragment', and chem. suff. -ine. Gk.

ayn-a is rel. to Syvuixi (for *fayvupiO. 'I break',

and cogn. with Toch. wdk-, 'to burst, crack', in

the causative form, 'to cause to split, to dis-

tinguish', wdkdm, 'pecuUarity'. See Frisk, GEW.,

I, p. 13 s.v. ayvupii.

agmatology, n., the study of fractures in surgery.

— Compounded of Gk. aty^ia, gen. (SyiiaTog,

'fragment', and -Xoyia, fr. -Xfrfoq, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See agmatine and -logy.

agminate, agminated, adj., grouped. — Formed

with adj. suff. -ate, resp. also -ed, fr. L. agmen,

gen. -minis, 'multitude in motion, crowd, army',

lit. 'that which moves', fr. agere, 'to set in mo-

tion, drive'; cogn. with OI. djmah, 'path', Gk.

oYixo?, 'furrow; path'. See agent, adj., and -men.

agnail, n., a hangnail. — OE. angnsegl, 'worn on

the foot', compounded of ang- (used only in

compounds), 'narrow, painful', and «a>^?, 'nail'.

The first element is rel. to OE. enge, 'narrow';

see anger. For the second element see nail. Cp.

anbury.

agnate, adj., sprung from the same male ances-

tor. — L. agndtus, 'related by the father's side',

lit. 'bom to', pp. of agndsci, 'to be bom in ad-

dition to', fr. ad- and OL. gndsci (whence L.

ndsci), 'to be bom'. See natal and cp. cognate,

innate.

Derivatives: agnate, n., agnat-ic, adj.

agnation, n., an agnate relationship. — L. ag-

ndlio, gen. -onis, fr. agndtus. See prec. word

and -ion.

agnathous, adj., having no jaws. — Formed fr.

priv. pref. a- and Gk. Yvtx&ot;, 'jaw'. See gna-

thic and -ous.

Agnes, fern. PN. — L. Agnes, fr. Gk. 'Ayvtj, lit.

'pure, chaste", fem. of ayvo;. See agnus castus

and cp. Inez. The most frequent ME. forms of

the name Agnes were Annis, Annys. Cp. Nancy.

Agni, n., one of the chief gods of the Vedas. —
01. Agnih, 'the god of fire', fr. agnih, 'fire', which

is cogn. with L. ignis, 'fire'. See igneous,

gnize, tr. v., to recognize {archaic). — Formed
fr. L. agnoscere on analogy of recognize (fr. L.

recognoscere).

agnoiologj-, n., the doctiine of ignorance (philos.)

— Coined by J.-F. Ferrier in 1854 fr. Gk. licYvoia,

'ignorance', and -XoYia, fr. -Xoyot;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. Gk. StY^oia is formed
fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and the stem of yiY^co-

(iXEiv, 'to know'; see gnostic and cp. agDOstic.

For the second element see -logy.

agnomen, n., name added to the surname {Roman

antiq.) — L. agnomen, fr. ad- and OL. gndmen

(whence L. ndmen), 'name'. See name and cp.

nominal. Cp. also cognomen,

agnostic, n., one who professes that the existence

of a First Cause and the essential nature of

things are not and cannot be known. — Coined

by Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-95) in 1869 on

analogy of gnostic fr. Gk. af^biazoq, 'unknown,

not to be known'. See priv. pref. a- and gnostic.

Derivative: agnostic, adj.

agnosticism, n., the doctrine of agnostics. —
Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -ism.

agnus castus, n., an ornamental tree. — L. ; agnus

derives fr. Gk. &yvo<;, 'a willowlike tree, used

at religious festivals, the chaste tree', which is

of unknown origin. This word was confused

both with L. agnus, 'lamb', and Gk. aYv6?,

'sacred, chaste', whence arose the name agnus

castus, prop, 'the chaste lamb', and, as a loan

translation of this latter name, G. Keuschlamm,

and E. chaste tree. For the etymology of castus

see chaste. Cp. the second element in Elaeagnus.

ago, adv. — Prop. pp. of ME. agon, 'to go away',

fr. OE. dgdn, 'to go away, pass by', fr. intensive

pref. a- and gdn, 'to go'. See go.

agog, adverb and adj., in a state of excitement. —
F. engogues, 'mirthful'. Cp. etre en goguette{s),

'to be on the spree', goguenard, 'mocking, ban-

tering'. All these words derive from *gog-, a

base of imitative origin.

-agogue, combining form meaning 'leading, guid-

ing', as in demagogue, pedagogue. — Gk. -ayw-

y6i;, fr. (XYUYoi;, 'leader', fr. SyEiv, 'to lead'. Sec

agent, adj.

agomphious, adj., toothless. — Coined by the

German naturalist Ch. G. Ehrenberg (i 795- 1 876)

from priv. pref. a- and Gk. Yo^npto? (scil. iSoiv),

'grinder tooth', fr. y6\i.<foc„ 'bolt, nail'. Seegom-

phosis and -ous.

agonic, adj., not forming an angle. — Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. Sy^vo;, 'without angles',

fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and ywvta, 'angle'. See

-gon.

agonist, n., a contender in public games. — Gk.

aY^viaxY)?, 'combatant; actor', fr. aYwvtt^sa&ai.

See agonize and -ist and cp. antagonist, deutera-

gonist, protagonist, tritagonist.

Derivatives: agonist-ic, adj., agonist-ic-al-ly,

adv., agonistics (q.v.)

agonistics, n., athletics.— See prec. word and -ics.

agonize, intr. v., to suffer extreme pain; tr. v. to

cause extreme pain, to torture. — F. agoniser,

'to begin death agony', fr. ML. agonizdre, fr.

Gk. ivovi^^scj&o:!, 'to contend for a prize, to

struggle', fr. dy"'' 'assembly; contest in the

games'. See agony and -ize.

Derivatives: agoniz-er, n., agoniz-ing, adj., ag-

oniz-ing-ly, adv.

agonotliete, n., leader of the public games in an-

cient Greece. — Gk. dtywvo&^TT)?, 'judge of the

contest', formed fr. iy^v, 'contest', and the
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stem of Ti.9-£vai, 'to put, place'. See agony and

theme,

agony, n., extreme pain. — OF. (= F.) agonie,

ft. Eccles. L. agonia, fr. Gk. ayoivta, 'struggle',

orig. 'struggle for victory in the games', fr. aytov,

'assembly, contest in the games', fr. iysiv, 'to

lead, guide', which is cogn. with L. agere, 'to

set in motion, drive, lead'. See agent and -y

(representing Gk. -ia) and cp. agonist,

agora, n., an assembly; the place of assembly;

the market place. — Gk. dyopK, rel. to aysipetv,

'to assemble', ayupi?, 'assembly', ayupxT)?,

'beggar', and cogn. with L. grex, gen. gregis,

'flock'. See gregarious and cp. the second ele-

ment in allegory, category, panegyric, paregoric

agoranome, n., a superintendent of the market

{Greek antiq.) — L. agq{dnomus, fr. Gk. ayopa-

v6[j.o5, 'clerk of the market', fr. aropa, 'market'

and the stem of vefieiv, 'to divide, distribute'.

See agora and Nemesis,

agoraphobia, n., morbid fear of being in open

spaces (merf.) — Coined by Westphal in 1871,

who first described this morbid condition. The

word lit. means 'fear of a public place.' See

agora and -phobia,

agouti, aguti, aguty, n., a Central-American and

West-Indian rodent. — F., fr. Sp. aguti, a native

Indian name.

agraffe, n., hook, clasp. — F. agrafe, back forma-

tion fr. agrafer, 'to hook, fasten', fr. a, 'to'

(see a), and OF. grafer, 'to fasten with a hook',

fr. grafe, 'hook', fr. OHG. krapfo, 'hook'.

See grape,

agraphia, n., inability to write; a form oi aphasia

(,„ed.) — Medical L., formed fr. priv. pref. a-

and -graphia.

agrarian, adj., i) of the land; 2) of agriculture. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. agrariits, 'pertaining

to land', fr. ager, gen. agri, 'field, land', which

is rel. to Umbr. ager and cogn. with Gk. aypoi;,

•field', Goth, akrs, OE. a-cer, 'field'. See acre

and agent and cp. agriculture. Cp. also acorn,

agrestic, agrio-, agro-, Agrostis and the second

element in onager.

Derivative: agrarian, n.

agree, intr. v. — ME. agreen, fr. OF. agreer (F.

agreer), 'to receive with favor', fr. a (F. a), "to'

(see a), and gre (F. gre), 'will, pleasure', fr. L.

gratum, neut. of the adjective ^rarui, 'acceptable,

pleasing, agreeable, grateful', used as a noun. See

grateful and cp. the second element in maugre.

T>er\\AWi%. agreeable (q.v.), agre-ed, adj., agre-

ed-ty, adv., agree-ing, adj., agree-ing-ly, adv.,

agreement (q.v.)

agreeable, adj. — ME. agreable, fr. OF. agreable

(F. agreable). See agree and -able.

Derivatives: agreeabil-ity, n., agreeable-ness, n.,

agreeahl-y, adv.

agreement, n. — OF. agrement (F. agrement), fr.

agreer. See agree and -ment.

agrestic, adj., rustic, rural. — L. agrestis, 'per-

taining to the fields', fr. ager, 'field'; see agrar-
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ian. Agrestis has been dissimilated fr. *agrestris.

(Cp. campestris, 'relating to the field', fr. cam-

pus, 'field', and terrestris, 'earthly', fr. terra,

'earth'.)

agricolite, n., silicate of bismuth {mineral.) —
Named after the German mineralogist Georg

Agricola (I494-I555)- For the ending see subst.

suff'. -ite.

agriculturalist, n., a farmer. — Formed fr. L.

agricultura (see agriculture) with the suffixes -al

and -ist. Cp. agriculturist,

agriculture, n. — F., fr. L. agricultura, lit. 'culti-

vation of the land', compounded of ager, gen.

agri, 'field, land', and cultura, 'cultivation'. See

agrarian and culture.

Derivatives: agricultur-al, adj., agriculturalist,

agriculturist (qq.v.)

agriculturist, n., an agriculturalist {rare). —
Formed with suff. -ist fr. L. agricultura. See

prec. word.

Agrimonia, n., a genus of herbs {hot) — ModL.

See next word.

agrimony, n. — L. agrimonia, fr. Gk. ipYeii^vr),

'a kind of poppy', which is prob. borrowed fr.

Heb. argamdn, 'purple' ; influenced in form by

L. ager, gen. agri, 'field'. See Argemone.

agrimotor, n., a machine used in agriculture. —
Compounded of L. ager, gen. agri, 'field' (see

agrarian), and E. motor.

agrio-, combining form meaning 'wild'. — Gk.

aypio-, fr. Sypioq, 'wild', lit. meaning 'living in

the fields', fr. aypoi;, 'field', which is cogn. with

L. ager, 'field'. See agrarian,

agriology, n. the study of prehistoric human cus-

toms.— Compounded of agrio- and Gk. -Xoyia,

fr. -Xoyo;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See -logy,

agrito, n., name of the plant called scientifically

Mahonia trifoliata. — Sp., fr. agrio, 'sour', fr.

VL. acrus, fr. L. acer, 'sharp', in VL. also 'sour'.

Cp. F. aigre, 'sour', which also derives fr. VL.

acrus, and see acrid. Cp. also eager and the

second element in vinegar,

agro-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

agricuUure". — Gk. iypo-, fr. aypo^, 'field',

which is cogn. with L. ager, 'field". See agrarian,

agronomy, n., the science of crop production;

management of land. — F. agronomie, fr. Gk.

aypov6(io?, 'rural', which is compounded of

iypo;, 'field' and the stem of vsixetv, 'to as-

sign, manage', 'to drive (cattle) to pasture'. See

agrarian and Nemesis.

Derivatives: agronom-ic, agronom-ic-al, adjs.,

agronom-ics, n., agronom-ist, n.

Agropyron, n., a genus of perennial grasses (60/.)

— ModL., lit. 'field wheat', fr. Gk. ayoo?,

'field', and mf<>c„ corn, wheal'. The first ele-

ment is cogn. with L. ager, 'field'; see agrarian.

For the second element see pyrcne and cp. words

there referred to.

Agrostemma, n., a genus of plants of the pink
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family; the corn cockle {bot^ — ModL. lit.

'crown of the field', fr. Gk. aypo;, 'field', and

CTTE|j,(xa, 'wreath'. See agro- and stemma.

Agrostis, n., a genus of grasses, the bent grass

(hot.) — L. agrostis, 'couch grass', fr. Gk.

(itypaxjTtq, fr. aypo?, 'field'. See agro-.

agrostology, n., that branch ofbotany which deals

with grasses.— Compounded of Gk. Sypcoaxii;,

'grass', and -Xoyta, fr. -X6y6<;, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See Agrostis and -logy,

aground, adv. {naut) — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and

ground,

agrypnia, n., sleeplessness {med.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. aypuTTvta, sleeplessness, wakefulness',

fr. aypuTtvo?, 'wakeful', which is compounded

of aypo;, 'field', and utwo<;, 'sleep'; the orig.

meaning of aypoTrvo.; was 'sleeping in the field'.

See agro- and hypno-.

aguardiente, n., spirituous liquor. — Sp., lit.

'burning water', compounded of agua, 'water'

fr. L. aqua, and ardiente, fr. L. ardentem, ace. of

ardens, pres. part, of ardere, 'to burn'. See aqua-

tic and ardent.

ague, n., malarial fever. — OF. ague, 'an acute

fever', prop. fern, of the adjective agu (F. aigu),

'sharp, acute (scil. fever)', fr. L. {febris) acuta,

'an acute fever', fem. of acHtus, 'sharp, acute'.

See acute.

Derivatives: agu-ish, adj., agu-ish-ly, adv., agu-

ish-ness, n., ague-like, adj.

agunah, n., a woman prevented from remarrying

because she has no proof of hei- husband's death

(Jewish religion).— Heb. 'dghUnd", liVrestramed

(from marrying)', passive fem. part. oVdghdn,

'he restrained, shut up', which is rel. to Arab.

'd'jama, IV (= causative) form of stem '-y-m, 'to

shut up'.

Agyieus, n., a name of Apollo {Greek mylhol.) —
Gk. 'AyjiEu;, lit. 'guardian of the streets', fr.

ocyjia, 'street', lit. 'that through which some-

thing is led or driven', fr. ayetv, 'to drive',

which is cogn. with L. agere, 'to set in motion,

drive; to do, act'. See agent, adj.

agynary, adj., having no female organs {bot.) —
Formed fr. priv. pref. a-, Gk. yjvr;, "woman'

(see gyneco-), and adj. suff". -ary.

ah, interj. — Of imitative origin.

aha, interj. — Of imitative origin.

Ahabah Rabbah, the second of two benedictions

preceding the Shema in the morning prayer

{Jewish liturgy). — Heb. ahdbhd" rabbd", lit.

with great love' (so called from the two first

words of the text of the benediction). Ahdbhd",
love', derives fr. ahdhh, 'he loved', which is rel.

to Aram, dhdbh, 'he loved', and possibly also

•0 Arab, hdbba, 'he was moved'. Rabbd" is fem.
*» rabh, 'great' (whence Mishnaic Heb. rabh,

"J^ter"). See rabbi and cp. the first element in

"•roboam.

^^''•th Olam, the second of the two benedic-

*"ons preceding the Shema in the evening prayer

{Jewish liturgy). — Heb. ahdbhdth 'dldm, 'with

everlasting love' (so called from the two first

words of the text of the benediction). Ahdbhdth

is the state construct of ahdbhd", 'love'; see

prec. word. 'Oldm means 'eternity' (in Mishnaic

Hebrew also 'world') ; see Olam Habba.

Ahasuerus, n., name of a Persian king {Bible);

identical with Xerxes. — Heb. Ahashwerosh (al-

so, in the kethib of the Book of Esther 10:1,

AhashresK), fr. OPers. Xshaydrshan- (whence

also Gk. Slp^r];), 'lit. 'male (i.e. hero) among

kings', fr. xshaya-, 'king', and arshan-, 'male,

man'. The first element derives fr. I.-E. base

*qpe{i)-, *qp^{i)-, 'to rule' ; see check, 'a sudden

stop'. The second element is cogn. with Gk.

apCTTjv, 'male, masculine', OI. [sabhdh, 'bull,

steer', fr. I.-E. base *eras-, *ras-, *eres-, *ers-,

'to flow, wet, moisten', whence also L. ros, gen.

roris, 'dew' ; see roric and cp. rasa. Cp. Xerxes,

ahead, adv. and adj. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and

head.

aheap, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and heap,

ahem, interj. — Of imitative origin.

Ahi, a serpent in Vedic mythology, identified

with Vritra.— OI. dhih, 'serpent', rel. to Avestic

azish and cogn. with Gk. ^xi;, 'viper', L. anguis,

'serpent, snake'. See anguine and cp. echidna,

ahoy, interj. — A natural sound, compounded of

the interjections a, 'ah', and Aoj. See ah and hoy.

Ahriman, n., the spirit of evil in the Zoroastrian

religion. — Gk. 'Ap£i[idvtoc (in Aristotle) or

'Ap£tnav?](; (in Agathias), fr. Avestic aiira mai-

nyu, 'the evil (lit. hostile) spirit'.

ahuU, adv. {naut.) — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and

hull, 'body of a ship'.

ahura, n., a benevolent deity {Persian mythology).

— Avestic ahura-, 'a god, a good spirit', rel. to

01. dsurah, of same meaning. Sec asura and cp.

the first element in Ormazd.

Ahura-Mazda, n. — See Ormazd.

ai, n., the three-toed sloth. — Tupi ai, a word

imitative of the cry of the animal.

aid, tr. v. — OF. aidier, aider (F. aider), fr. L.

adjutdre, 'to help', freq. of adjuvdre (pp. adju-

tus), 'to help', sustain', fr. ad- and juvdre, 'to

help', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. adju-

tant, adjuvant, coadjutor, jocund, jury, adj.

Derivatives: aid-er, n., aid-ful, adj.

aid,n.—OF.(= F.) aWc, back formation fr. a/rfe;-.

See aid, v.

aide-de-camp, aid-de-camp, n. — F. aide-de-camp,

lit. 'camp assistant'. See aid, n., and camp,

aigrette, n., egret. — F. aigrette. See egret,

aiguille, n., i) a peak shaped like a needle; 2) a

needlelike borer. — F., 'a needle', fr. VL.

*acucula. See aglet,

aiguillette, n., an aglet. — F., dimin. of aiguille,

'needle'. See prec. word and -ette.

aikinite, n., a sulfobismutite of lead and copper

{mineral.) — Named after the English mineral-

ogist Arthur Aikin. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.



aU, tr. and intr. v. — ME. eilen, ailen, fr. OE.

eglan, 'to molest, trouble', rel. to Goth, agls,

'shameful', agio, 'distress, oppression', us-agtjan,

'to oppress'.

Derivatives: ail-ing, adj., ail-ment, n.

AUanthus, more correctly AUantus, the tree of

heaven (,bol.) — ModL., fr. Amboyna ailanto,

'tree of the gods', or 'tree of heaven'. The spell-

ing ailanthus is due to a confusion of the end

of this word with Gk. Sv^oi;, 'flower'.

aile, winged (fer.) — F., 'winged', fr. aile, 'a

wing', fr. L. ala. See aisle and cp. aileron,

alar,

aileron, n., hinged flap of the wing of an air-

plane. — F., 'little wing', dimin. oiaile, fr. OF.

e/e, fr. L. dla, 'wing'. See aisle and cp. words

there referred to.

ailette, n., a steel plate woqi on the shoulders for

protection. — F., 'little wing', dimin. of aile,

•wing', fr. L. ala, 'wing'. See aisle and cp. pre-

ceding word. For the ending see suff. -ette.

ailurophile, ailurophil, n., a lover of cats. — Com-

pounded of Gk. aiXoupo;, 'cat', and -cpiXo;,

'loving'. For the first element see Ailurus, for the

second see -phile.

ailurophobia, n., morbid fear of cats. — Com-

pounded of Gk. aiXoupo?, 'cat', and -tpopta,

'fear of, fr. 96^0;, 'fear'. See prec. word and

-phobia.

Ailurus, n., the genus consisting of the panda

(zoo/.) — ModL., fr. Gk. atXoupoi;, 'cat', which

is of uncertain origin; its derivation fr. Gk.

aloXoi;, 'quick moving, rapid', and oup4, 'tail',

is folk etymology. Cp. aeluro-.

aim, intr. and tr. v. — ME. aimen, eimen, fr. OF.

aesmer, which is formed fr. a, 'to' (see a), and

esmer, fr. L. aestimare, 'to estimate'. See esteem.

Derivatives: aim, n., aim-less, adj., aim-less-

ly, adv.

air, n., atmosphere. — ME. aire, fr. OF. (^ F.)

air, fr. L. der (whence also Rum. aer, OProveng.,

Catal., Sp. aire. Port, air, 'air'), which derives

fr. Gk. dTjp, gen. Tj^po!;, Att. gen. dipoz, 'air'

(from the Att. ace. a^pa is borrowed It. aria,

'air'). Gk. a-rip (cp. the parallel forms Aeol.

auT,p, Dor. a^-r)p) and the rel. aupa, 'air in

motion, breeze', are of uncertain origin. They

are possibly rel. to icipziv, 'to lift up, raise',

and lit. mean 'that which rises'. See aorta, and

cp. aerate, aerial, aero-, the iirst element in

aerostat, and the second element in malaria.

Derivatives: air, v., air-able, adj., air-er, n., air-

ing, n., air-less, adj., air-y, adj., air-i-ly, adv.,

air-i-ness, n.

air, n., melody, tune. — F., fr. It. aria, of s.m.,

fr. L. derea, fern, of the adjective dereus, 'per-

taining to the air', fr. der, 'air'. See prec. word

and cp. aria,

airplane, n. — Compounded of air and plane.

See aeroplane,

aisle, n. — ME. ile, ele, fr. OF. ele (F. aile),

•wine', fr. L. ala. of s.m., which stands for *ag-

A2

s-ld and is rel. to axilla, 'armpit', and cogn. with

01. dksah, 'collarbone', Avestic ashayi (dual

gen.), 'of both shoulders'. Arm. anut'' (for *as-

nut'), 'armhole', OHG. ahsala, MHG. ahsel,

G. Achsel, ON. Hxl, OS. ahsla, OE. eaxl,

'shoulder'. All these words are formed fr. I.-E.

base *ag-, 'to move, drive', with reference to

the arms moved from the shoulders. See agent,

adj., and cp. aileron, aUette, alar, alate, aliform,

aliped, alula, axil, axiUa, axillary, axle, oxter,

and the second element in bezel.

Derivative: aisl-ed, adj.

aitch, also ache, n., name of the letter h in Eng-

hsh. — ME. ache, fr. OF. (= F.) ache, which

is of uncertain origin. It possibly derives—to-

gether with It. acca and Port, agd, of s.m.—

from a form *hakka, which would stand for

orig. ha-ka (for h-k, i.e. h and k (as the con-

sonant following h in the alphabet). The deriva-

tion of the French name of the letter h fr. F.

hache, 'ax' (in allusion to the form of the small

h which resembles an ax) is contradicted by the

fact that whereas the letter h is called acca in It.

and agd in Port., the It., resp. Port, name for

the ax is accia, resp. facha.

aitchbone,n.— Fr. ME. a nache hone, fr. OF. nache,

pi., 'rump', fr. VL. *natica, fr. L. natis, which is

cogn. with Gk. vwto?, vuxov, 'back'; see nates.

The loss of the initial n is due to a misdivision

of a nache bone into an ache bone. Cp. adder,

apron, auger, ekename, ouch, umble pie, umpire.

ajar, adv., on the turn, slightly opened. — ME.

on char, 'on the turn', fr. a-, 'on', and ME.

chearr, char, 'a turn', fr. OE. cierr, cyrr. See

char, 'a turn of work', and cp. words there

referred to.

ajar, adv., out of harmony. — Compounded of

a- 'on' and jar, 'creak'.

Ajax, n., in the Iliad, the name of two Greek

heroes of the Trojan war: Ajax the Greater, son

of Telamon, and Ajax the Less, son of Oileus.—

L. Ajax, fr. Gk. Ata?. The name Aia? prob.

denoted orig. an earth god and derives fr. Gk.

ala, 'earth'. See Kretschmer in Glotta 15.1927,

and Frisk, GEW. I, p. 30.

ajonjoU, n., sesame. — Sp. ajonjoli fr. Arab, al-

juljuldn, lit. 'the sesam', altered in Spain into al-

juljulin (cp. the Sp. variant aljonjoli).

Ajuga, n., a genus of plants of the mint family;

the bugle weed (bol.) — A ModL., hybrid

coined fr. Gk. privative pref. a- and L. jugum,

'joke' (see jugidar and yoke); so called from the

seeming absence of the upper lip of the coroUa.

akasa. n., the name of space in Sankhya philo-

sophy. — 01. dkdsa-, 'space', formed fr. em-

phatic pref. d and kdsati, 'appears, shines', prob.

from I.-E. base *q'^ek-, *?«-?#-, whence^ also

Avestic (ashman, 'eye', dkasal, 'he beheld', Gk.

-r^x[icop, later form x^xjiap (prob. for *q'^ek-

mor), 'sign, token", OSlav. kazQ, kazati, 'to

show'. Cp. ukase,

akerite, n., a quartz syenite {petrogr.) — Named
1
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after Aker in Sweden. For the ending see subst.

suflf. -ite.

akimbo, adv. and adj.— ME. in kenebowe, prob.

of Scand. origin. Cp. Icel. kengboginn, 'bent into

a curve', and see kink and bow, 'a weapon'.

akin, adj. — Formed fr. a-, 'of, and kin.

akinesia, n., absence of motion in a muscle {med.)

— Medical Latin, fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk. xt-

vTjaii;, 'motion', fr. xTveiv, 'to move'. See ki-

nesis and -ia.

Akkadian, also Accadian, adj. and n. — Formed

with suff. -ian fr. Heb. Akkdd (Gen. 10:10),

name of a district and city in Babylonia.

al-, assimilated form of ad- before /.

-al, suff. forming adjectives, as in royal, or sub-

stantives of adjectival origin, as in rival. —
Either fr. F. -al, -el, or directly fr. L. adj. suff.

-alls. In many cases the suff. -dlis was used al-

ready in Latin both adjectivally and substantiv-

ally (cp. L. rivdlis, 'pertaining to a brook; one

who uses the same brook; neighbor; competi-

tor, rival', and see rival). Cp. the suffixes -ial

and -ar.

-al, suff. forming verbal nouns, as arrival, avow-

al. — L. -alia, neut. pi. of -dlis, but in Vulgar

Latin mistaken for the fern. sing. suff. ; formed

either directly from Latin or through the medi-

um of OF., F. -aille (as in OF. arrivaille, etc.).

-al, chem. suff. denoting aldehyde as in hromal,

chloral . — F. , from the first syllable of aldehyde,

ala, n., a wing or anything similar to a wing (anat.)

— L. See aisle and cp. alar,

a la, short for a la mode, 'in the fashion or style

of, as a la frangaise, 'in the French fashion or

style'. — See i and ille.

alabamine, n., name of a chemical element dis-

covered in 1 93 1 by the American chemist Fred

Allison (1882- ) and his collaborators and

named by them after the Alabama Polytechnic

Institute; now called astatine. For the ending

see chem. suff. -ine.

alabandite, n., manganese sulfide (mineral.) —
Named after Alabanda in Asia Minor. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

alabarch, n., title of the chief official of the Jews

of Alexandria during the Grecian period. —
Gk. aXxpipxT)?, which lit. means 'ink ruler',

and origin, denoted an official in charge of

the 'written' notes or records. — Gk. aXa-

(Bapyr](;, is compounded of SXa^a, 'ink' (He-

sychius), and ap/os;, 'leader, chief, ruler' (see

-arch). The parallel form dtpapipxT); is second-

ary and due to assimilation — Most diction-

aries either do not deal with the etymology of

the word alabarch at all, or content themselves

with the stereotypicremark : 'origin unknown' .

—

In the Addenda et Corrigenda to Liddell and

Scott's Greek-English Lexicon, new (ninth) ed.

(reprinted 195'). P- 2053a s.v. ' Apa(3apx7)S, the

word 'AXopapxi? is explained as dissimilated

fr. 'ApapipxT)?, 'ruler of the Arabs, emir'. —
The fact is, however, that we must distinguish

alarm

between ' Apa^ii.pjric, in the sense of 'Ruler of

the Arabs', and ipafSapx^]?, the assimilated

form of aXaPapx-^S. tit'e of the chief magistrate

of the Jewish population in Alexandria, a name

which has nothing to do with the Arabs.

alabaster, n., a translucent whitish kind of gyp-

sum. — OF. alabastre (whence F. albdtre), fr.

L. alabaster, fr. Gk. aXdpaoxpo?, aXaPaoTpov,

fr. earlier aXdcPaoToq, fr. Egypt *a-la-baste,

'vessel of the goddess Ebaste (= Bubaste). See

Frisk, GEW., p. 62 s.v. dXapaaTO?. Cp. alley

'choice marble'.

Derivatives: alabaster, alabastri-an, alabastr-

ine, adjs.

sdack, interj. — Prob. formed fr. ME. a, 'ah',

and lak, 'loss, failure'. See ah and lack and cp.

lackaday.

alacran, n., scorpion. — Sp. fr. Arab, al-'dqrab,

'the scorpion' fr. al-, 'the', and 'dqrab, 'scorpion',

which is rel. to Heb. "aqrdbh, Aram, 'aqrabbd,

Syr. 'eqgarhd, Ethiop. 'aqrab, 'arqab, Akkad.

aqrabu, 'scorpion'.

alacrity, n., eager readiness. — L. alacritds, gen.

-dtis, 'cheerfulness', fr. alacer, fern, alacris, neut.

alacre, 'cheerful', which stands for *ala-tlis and

is cogn. with Goth, aljan, 'zeal', OE. ellen,

OHG. ellian, ellen, of s.m. Cp. allegro. For the

ending see suff. -ity.

Derivative: alacrit-ous, adj.

alaite, n., a hydrous vanadium pentoxide (min-

gral.) — Named after the Alai Mountains. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

alalite, n., a synonym of diopside (mineral.) —
Named after Ala in Tirol. For the ending see

combining form -lite.

alameda, n., a public walk with poplar trees

(Sp. American). — Sp., fr. alamo, 'poplar'. See

alamo,

alamo, n., poplar (Sp. American). — Sp. alamo,

fr. alno, 'the black poplar', fr. L. alnus, 'alder'.

See alder.

Alan, masc. PN. — ML. Alanus, of Celtic origin.

alanine, alanin, n., aminopropionic acid (chem.)

— Prob. formed from the first syllable of sdde-

hyde, the syllable -an (inserted for euphonic

reasons), and chem. suff. -ine. The name was

coined by Strecker, the discoverer of this sub-

stance, in 1849, who, however, gives no expla-

nation for the name.

alar, adj., i) pertaining to a wing; 2) winglike;

3) in anatomy, axillary. — L. dldris, 'of the

wing', fr. dla, 'wing'. See aisle.

Alaric, masc. PN. — L. Alaricus, a name of Visi-

gothic origin lit. meaning 'all-ruler', fr. Teut.

*ala-, 'all', and *rlkja, 'rule'. See all and Reich

and cp. the 2nd element in Roderick, Theodoric.

alarm, n. — F. alarme, fr. It. all'arme, 'to arms'

(lit. 'to the arms'), fr. aile (pi. fern.), 'to the',

fr. a (fr. L. ad), 'to', and te, 'the', fr. L. illae,

'those' (fern.) See ad-, ille and arm, 'weapon',

and cp. alarum. For a similar fusion of the

article with the following word cp. alert.



alarmist a

Derivatives : alarm, tr. v., alarm-able, alarm-ed,

adjs., alarm-ed-ly, adv., alarm-ing, adj., alarm-

ing-ly, adv., alarmist (q.v.)

alarmist, n., i) one who starts alarming rumors;

2) one easily frightened. — A hybrid coined fr.

F. alarme (see prec. word) and -ist, a sufT. of

Greek origin.

alarum, n. — A poetical variant of alarm.

alary, adj., pertaining to wings. — L. dldrius, fr.

dla, 'wing'. See aisle and -ary and cp. alar.

alas, interj. — F. helas, composed of he, a word

of imitative origin, and las, 'tired, weary', in OF.

also meaning 'unfortunate', fr. L. lassus, 'tired,

weary'. See lassitude and late. E. alas was prob.

influenced in form by alack (q.v.)

Alastor, n., son of Neleus and brother of Nestor

in Greek mythology; fig. used in the sense of an

avenging spirit.— Gk. 'AXaoTcop, lit. 'wanderer',

a derivative of aXSa&ai, 'to wander, roam'. See

hallucinate and cp. the first element in Aleo-

chara.

alastrim, n., a mild form of smallpox (med.) —
Port., fr. alastrar, 'to ballast a ship', fig. 'to

cover all over, spread, strew', fr. a (fr. L. ad),

'to', and lastro, 'ballast', fr. G.Lai?,'load, charge,

burden, weight'. See ad- and last, 'burden'.

alate, alated, adj., winged. — L. dldtus, 'winged',

fr. dla, 'wing'. See aisle and adj. suff. -ate and

cp. words there referred to.

alatern, alaternus, n., a buckthorn (Rhamnus ala-

ternus). — L. alaternus, 'buckthorn', of Etrus-

can origin.

Alauda, n., a genus of birds, the skylark {orni-

thol.) — ModL., fr. L. alauda, 'lark', of Gaulish

origin, and prob. literally meaning 'tufted'.

alazor, n., the safftower. — Sp., fr. Arab, al-uffur,

in vulgar pronunciation al-'osJOr, fr. al-, 'the',

and 'usfar, resp. osfSr, 'safilower'.

alb, a long white vestment. — ML. alba for L.

alba (vestis), 'white (garment)', fern, of albus,

'white'; cogn. with Gk. aX96!;, 'dull-white lep-

rosy', aXcpi, otAtptTOv, 'barley meal', OHG.
albi3, elbis. OE. elfet, 'swan', lit. 'the white

bird', OSlav., Russ. lebedi, Serb, labud, Pol.

iab^dz, Czech labud, 'swan', for orig. *olh-edi,

*olb-fdi, *olb-gdi, 'the white bird". Cp. also Arm.

aiauni, 'white pigeon, dove', Alb. el'p, eVbi, 'bar-

ley', Hitt. alpash, 'cloud'. Cp. abele, ablet, al-

bedo, albescent, albino, albite, albo-, Albuca, al-

bugo, album, albumen, albumin, alburnum, al-

phitomancy, aubade, aube, auburn, daub,

albacore, n., a species of tunny (zool.) — Sp. alha-

cora, fr. Arab, albdkra'^, 'the young camel', fr. al-,

'the', and the collective noun bakr, 'young

camels', whence bdkra", 'young she-camel", rel.

to bikr, 'virgin, woman having first child', from

the stem of the verb bdkara, 'he rose early, did

something early", and to Heb. b^khor, 'first

born', b^khdrd", 'the right of first born", bikh-

rd", 'young camel', bikkUri'', 'first ripe fig',

bikkUrtm, 'first fruits', Ethiop. bakur, 'first

bom'.

albatross, n. — Port alcatraz, 'cormorant, peli-

can' (whence also F. albatros), a variant of

alcatruz, 'the bucket of a water wheel', fr. Arab.

al-qddus, 'machine for drawing water; jar', fr.

al-, 'the', and Gk. zaSo?, 'jar', which is a loan

word from Heb. kadh, of s.m. The name was

orig. applied to the pelican as 'the water carrier',

i.e. the bird that carries water in its pouch. For

sense development cp. Arab, saqqd, 'pelican',

lit. 'water carrier'. The alteration of Port, alca-

traz to E. albatross (after L. albus, 'white') was

prob. suggested by the white color of the alba-

tross. ModPort. albatroz has been reborrowed

fr. F. albatros. Cp. alcatras.

Alban, masc. PN. — L. Albdnus, fit. 'of Alba', fr.

Alba, name of the mother city of Rome.

albedo, n., the ratio of light reflected from a sur-

face (astron.)— L. albedo, 'whiteness', fr. albus,

'white'. See alb.

albeit, conj. — ME. al be it, 'all through it be',

compounded of all, be and it. Cp. although,

alberca, n., a waterhole. — Sp., 'sink, pool', fr.

Arab, al-birka'^, fr. al-, 'the', and birka'\ 'sink,

pool', which is rel. to Heb. b^rekhd'', Aram.

b^rekhtd, 'pool, pond'.

Albert, masc. PN. — F., fr. OHG. Adalbert, lit.

'bright through nobility', fr. adal, 'nobility',

and beraht, 'bright'. Cp. Ethelbert, fr. OE. /Edel-

hryght, which is the exact equivalent of OHG.
Adalbert. For the first element see atheling and

cp. words there referred to. For the second

element see bright and cp. the second element

in the names Egbert, Gilbert, Herbert, Hubert,

Lambert,

albert, n.— Shortened from Albert chain ; named

after Albert, the Prince Consort (1819-61) of

Queen Victoria.

Alberta, fern. PN. — Formed fr. Albert,

albertite, n., a bituminous mineral. — Named
after Albert County in New Brunswick, where

it is found. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

albescence, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -ce.

albescent, adj., becoming white. — L. albescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of albescere, 'to become

white', inchoative of albere, 'to be white', fr.

albus, 'white'. See alb and -escent.

Albigenses, n. pi., religious reformers in southern

France between 1020 and 1250. — ML., so

called fr. Albi or Albigia, a town in Languedoc

in France where they resided and where their

tenets were first condemned (in 1176).

Albin, masc. PN. — L. Albinus, a Roman cog-

nomen, fr. albus, 'white'. See alb and cp.

Albina.

Albina, Albinia, fem. PN. — Fem. of L. Albinus.

See Albin.

albino, n., man or animal lacking in pigmen-

tation.— Port., fr. L. albus, 'white', orig. applied

by the Portuguese to African Negroes who were

mottled with white spots. See alb.

Derivatives: albin-ic, adj., albln-ism, n.
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Albion, ancient name of England. — L., fr. a

non-Aryan base *alb, 'mountain', whence also

Alba, Irish name of Scotland, L. Alpes, 'the

Alps'. See alp, 'high mountain'.

albite, n., a white feldspar {mineral.) — Formed

with subst. suff. -ite fr. L. albus, 'white'. See alb.

Albizzia, n., name of a genus of the mimosa fami-

ly (io?.) — ModL., fr. Albizzi, name of an

Ital. family, one of whom is said to have intro-

duced it into Italy. For the ending see sufi". -ia.

albor, before a vowel alb-, combining form mean-

ing 'white'. — Fr. L. albus, 'white'. See ^b.

albricias, n., a gift to the bringer of good news.—
Sp., rel. to Port, alvigaras, Valencian albixeres;

fr. Arab, al-bishdra'', fr. al-, 'the', and bishdra'',

'tidings, gift for good tidings', rel. to bashira,

'he was glad, joyful', bashshara, 'he gladdened

somebody with good tidings', Heb. b^sdrd'',

'tidings, good tidings, reward for good tidings',

bisser, 'he brought tidings, gladdened with good

tidings', Ethiop. absdra, Syr. sabbdr (with me-

tathesis), 'he brought good tidings', Ugar. bshr,

Akkad. hussuru, 'to bring good tidings'.

.\lbuca, n., a genus of plants of the lily family

{hot.) — ModL., fr. L. albucus, 'the asphodel',

lit. 'the white plant', fr. albus, 'white'. See alb.

albugo, n., a white spot on the cornea of the

eye. — L. albUgo, 'a white spot, a disease of the

eye, a film', fr. albus, 'white'; see alb. For the

suff. cp.aerdgd, 'rust of copper' {see aeruginous).

album, n., a blank book for pictures, stamps, auto-

graphs, etc.— L. album, 'a white tablet, on which

various kinds of notices were inscribed'
;
prop,

neuter of albus, 'white', used as a noun. See alb.

albumen, n., the white of an egg. — L. albumen,

gen. albdminis, fr. albus, 'white'. See alb and cp.

cerumen. Derivatives ; albumen-ize, tr. v., albumen-

iz-ation, n.

albumin, n., one of a class of proteins {biochem.)

— See albumen and chem. suff. -in.

albuminoid, adj., resembling albumin, n., pro-

tein. — A hybrid coined fr. albumin, a word of

Latin origin, and Gk. -oeiSrj!;, 'like', fr. eJSo?,

'form, shape'. See -old.

albuminous, adj., of, like, or containing albumen
or albumin. — Formed fr. albumen with suff.

-ous (as if fr. L. *albumindsus).

albuminuria, n., the presence of albumen in the

urine {med.) — Medical L., fr. F. albuminurie,

a hybrid coined by the French physician Martin
Solon (1795-1856) in 1838 fr. L. albumen, 'white

of the egg', and Gk. &jp&v, 'urine'. See albumen,
urine and -ia.

albumose, n., proteose formed from albumin
(biochem.) —- Coined by Mialhe in 1846 fr. al-

bumin and subst. suff. -ose.

alburnum, n., sap wood. — L. alburnum (whence
also OF. aubour, and, with change of suff., F.
aubier), prop. neut. of the adjective alburnus,

'white, whitish', fr. albus, 'white'. See alb and
cp. auburn.

Alca, n., a genus of birds of the auk family {or-

nithol.) — ModL. See auk and cp. Alcedinidae.

alcabala, n., excise. — Sp., fr. Arab, al-gabdla'*,

fr. al-, 'the', and qabdla'^, 'act of receiving'.

See cabal.

Alcaic, adj., pertaining to Alcaeus or to either of

the two meters invented by him. — L. Alcaicus,

fr. Gk. 'AXxatxog, 'pertaining to or used by

Alcaeus', fr. 'AXxaio;, Alcaeus, a poet who
lived in Mytileneabout6ooB.C.E.Fortheending

see suff. -ic.

alcaide, n., commander of a fortress; warden of

a prison. — Sp., fr. Arab, al-qd'id, 'the leader'

fr. al-, 'the', and part, of qdda, 'he led (the army)'

Cp. kaid.

alcalde, n. the mayor of a Spanish town. — Sp.,

fr. Arab, al-qddi, 'the judge', formed fr. al-,

'the', and part, of qddd, 'he decided'. See cadi.

alcatras, n., the pelican; the frigate bird. — Port.

alcatraz. See albatross.

alcazaba, n., fortress.— Sp., fr. Arab, al-qdfaba'*,

'the fortress', from al-, 'the', and qd-^aba", 'city,

capital, fortress', fr. qdsaba, 'he cut, chopped

up', which is rel. to Heb. qdtzdbh, 'he cut off',

Mishnaic Heb. qatztzdbh, 'butcher', Aram.

qatztzabhd, of s.m. (Arab, qassdbh, 'butcher', is

a Hebrew loan word.)

alcazar, n., a castle, a palace. — Sp., fr. Arab.

al-qasr, 'the castle', fr. al-, 'the', and L. castrum,

'fortified place, fort, castle'. See castrameta-

tion and cp. castle.

Alcedinidae, n. pi., a family of birds comprising

the kingfishers {ornithol.) — ModL., formed

with suff. -idae fr. L. alcedd, 'kingfisher', which

is latinized fr. Gk. dcXxucov, on analogy of Latin

words ending in -edd. See halcyon.

Alces, n., the genus of the elk (zool.) — L. alces,

'elk', a loan word fr. Teut. *alxis. Cp. ON. elgr,

OHG. elaho, 'elk' and see elk.

Alcestis, n., wife of Admetus, one of the Argo-

nauts ; she offered her life for her husband but

was rescued from the lower world by Heracles

{Greek mythol.)— L. Alcestis, fr. Gk. "AXxT]aTiq,

lit. 'valiant, courageous', fr. a)j(7), 'protection,

help, strength, power, courage'. See Alexander,

alchemist, n. — OF. alqemiste (F. alchimiste), fr.

alqemie. See alchemy and -ist.

Alchemilla, n., a genus of plants of the rose family

;

the lady's-mantle {bol.). — ModL., fr. Port.

alchimelech, fr. Arab, iklil al-mdlik, 'the crown

of the king'. The first element is prob. a loan

word fr. Aram. kHil, kHild, 'crown'. For the

second element see malik, Mameluke,

alchemy, n. medieval chemistry. — OF. alquemie

(13th cent.), alchimie (14th cent.) (F. alchimie),

fr. ML. alchemia, fr. Arab, al-kimiyd, fr. al-,

'the', and MGk. /TjiiEia, •/.ifitjii.a, prop, 'the art

of the black land (Egypt)', fr. Gk. X/;u.ta, 'Black-

land, Egypt', fr. Egypt, khem, khame, 'black'.

The derivation from Gk. xu|xetS, 'pouring',

from the stem of x^^'"^;
'"• PO"r'. is folk ety-

mology. See W. Muss-Amolt, Transactions of

the American Philological Association, vol.



alcmaeon

XXIIl, p. 149. Cp. chemical, chemist, chemistry.

Eterivatives: alchem-ic, alchem-ic-al, adjs., al-

chem-ic-al-ly, adv.

Alcmaeon, n., one of the epigones (Greek mythol.)

— L. Alcmaeoin), fr. Gk. 'AXxjjiaicov, prob.

meaning lit. 'valiant, brave'. Cp. Gk. aXKjxato?

(Hesychius), 'young man', aXxiiap^c; (neut.)

(ibidem), 'strong, powerful'.

Alcmene, n., the mother of Hercules (Greek

mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. ' Kky.\i.-k'f\, lit. 'the strong

one', fr. aXx-^, 'strength, power'. See Alexander,

alcohol, n. — ML., fr. Arab, al-kohl, vulgar pro-

nunciation of al-kuhl, fr. al-, 'the', and kohk

resp. kuhl, 'antimony (used for painting the eye-

lids)', which is rel. to Heb. kahdl (Ezek. 23:40);

'he painted the eyelids with antimony', Aram.-

Syr. k^hal, Ethiop. kahdla, of s.m., Aram.

kuhld, Ethiop. kuhel, 'antimony'. (Akkad. guhlu,

'antimony', is prob. a WSem.loan word.)Its mod-

em sense ('highly rectified spirits') is due to the

analogy of the fineness of this powder. Cp. kohl.

Derivatives: alcohol-ic, adj., alcohol-ic-ally,

adv., alcohol-ism, n., alcohol-ize, tr. v.

alcoholometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the alcoholic strength of liquids. — A hybrid

coined fr. alcohol and Gk. n^xpov, 'measure'.

See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Alcoran, n. — F. alcoran, fr. Arab, al-qur'dn, 'the

Koran', fr. al-, 'the', and gur'dn, lit. 'reading'.

See Koran,

alcomoque, n., the bark of several trees. — Sp.,

Port, 'cork tree', a hybrid coined fr. Arab, al-,

'the', and L. quercus, 'oak', changed into *quer-

nus. See cork and cp. Quercus.

alcove, n., I) a recessed section in a room; 2) any

recess. — F. alcove, fr. Sp. alcoba, fr. Arab, al-

qubba'^, fr. al-, 'the', and qubba", 'arch, vaulted

tent', which is rel. to Arab, qdbba, 'it was bent',

and to Heb. qubbd^, 'vaulted tent', Syr. q^bha-

bhd, 'vault, vaulted tent', Akkad. qabdbu,

'shield'. All these words are derivatives of the

Sem. base q-b-b, 'to be bent, crooked, vaulted'.

aldea, n., hamlet, villa. — Sp. and Port., 'ham-

let', fr. Arab, al-, 'the', and ddya", 'farm, ham-

let'. Cp. aldeia.

AWebaran, n., a red star in the constellation

Taurus (astron.) — Arab. Al-Dabardn, lit. 'the

following (star)', fr. ddbara, 'he followed'; so

called in reference to its position with regard to

Pleiades.

aldehyde, n. (c/iem.) — Coined by the German

chemist Justus von Liebig (1803-73) from the

abbreviation of a/cohol dehydxo%t.nsXM.m, 'alco-

hol deprived of hydrogen'.

aldeia, n., hamlet. — Port, aldeia. See aldea.

alder, n., tree rel. to the birch. — ME., formed

with excrescent d fr. OE. alor, which is rel. to

OS. elora, ON. Sir, Dan. elle, el, Swed. al,

MDu. else, Du. eU, OHG. erila (fr. earlier

elird), G. Erie, fr. Teut. *alisd\ cogn. with

Russ. 6Hcha (for •a/iM-), 'alder*, Pol. olcha, of

s.m., OSUv. jettcha, L. altms (for *aUnos\ Lith.
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alksnis (with excrescent k), OPruss. alskande.

All these words possibly derive fr. I.-E. base

*<?/-, *ol-, 'yellow'. Cp. OHG. elo, 'yellow', and

see elk. See also elm and elder, the tree, and cp.

alamo, alameda, aliso, Ahius. Cp. also F. alise,

'sorb apple', which is a Frankish loan word.

alder, n., head of family, chief. — OE. aldor, eal-

dor, fr. aid, eald, 'old'. See old and -or, -er.

Derivatives: alder-dom, n., alderman (q.v.)

alderman, n. — OE. (e)aldorman, 'prince, chief,

compounded of {e)aldor, 'chief, and man. See

alder, 'chief, and man. Derivatives: flWerman-ic,

adj., alderman-cy, n., alderman-ess, n., alderman-

ly, adj., alderman-ry, n., alderman-ship, n.

Aldine, adj., printed by Aldus Manutius (1450-

1515). — Formed with adj. suflf. -ine fr. Latin-

ization of It. Aldo, an abbreviated form of Teo-

baldo. See Theobald,

ale, n. — OE. ealo, ah, rel. to ON. ol, and cogn.

with L. alumen, 'alum', fr. I.-E. base *alu-,

'bitter'. OPruss. alu, 'mead', Lith. aliis, OSlav.

oia, 'beer', are Teut. loan words. Cp. alum,

alumina, aluta, alutaceous.

aleatory, adj., depending on chance. — L. dlea-

tdrius, 'pertaining to a gamester', fr. dlea, 'die,

game of hazard', prob. meaning orig. 'mere

chance', and derived fr. Gk. (4>£6<;, a collateral

form of TjXeo?, 'wandering in mind, distraught,

foolish'. See Aleochara and the adj. suffixes -ate

and -ory.

aleberry, n. — Compounded of ale and ME. bre,

'brewis, broth', fr. OE. brlw. See brew, brewis.

alec, n., herring; fish pickle. — L. a/(/)ec, hal-

(l)ec, also allex, hallex, prob. borrowed fr. Gk.

&X(X)r)$, a var. of SXi.$, 'alec, fish pickle'.

aleconner, n., an old official who tested the quali-

ty of ale (English hist.) — Compounded of ale,

con, 'to examine', and agential suff. -er.

alectryomachy, n., cock-fighting. — Compound-

ed of Gk. dtXsxTpufiv, 'cock', and (iaxT), 'battle,

fight'. The first element lit. means 'warder off,

fighter', and is rel. to 4X^^eiv, 'to ward, drive

or keep off', dtXe^Yii^p, 'fighter', iXx-r^p, of

s.m. See Alexander and cp. the first element m
next word and the second element in hippalec-

Iryon. For the second element in alectryomachy

see -machy.

alectryomancy, n., divination by means of a cock

and grains of com. — Compounded of Gk.

AXexTpuciv, 'cock', and liovreta, 'oracle, divm-

ation'. See prec. word and -mancy.

alee, adv., on or toward the lee (naut.)— Formed

fr a-, 'on', and lee. Derivative: alee, adj.

Alemanni, also Alamanni, n. pi., Suebic tribes,

who settled in Alsace and part of Switzerland.—

L fr Teut. Alamann- which prob. means 'the

aU'ens', lit. 'foreign men'. The al- in Al-e-manm

Al-a-manni lit. means 'other, foreign', and is of

the same origin as al- in L. al-ius, 'the other ,
m

the tribe name At-lobrogi (see AUobrogi), and

el- in else (q.v.) Cp. alias and Alsatia. For the

second clement in Al-e-mannl, Al-a-marml sec

aiexipnarmic

man. Cp. F. allemand, 'German', which also

derives fr. Teut. Alamann- (see allemande).

alembic, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) atambic, fr.

OSp. (= Sp.) alambique fr. Arab, al-anbtq, 'the

still', which is formed fr. a/-,'the', and Gk. Sjjtpi^,

'cup, cap of a still, alembic', which is of uncer-

tain, possibly Semitic origin. Cp. It. lambicco,

which is of the same origin as Sp. alambique.

Alenu, n., concluding prayer (Jewish liturgy). —
Heb. 'dlinu, lit. 'upon us', formed fr. 'al, 'on,

upon', with -enU, the pronom. suff. of the ist

person in the plural. The prayer is so called

from the first words 'dlinu l^shabbe<^h, 'it is (in-

cumbent) upon us to praise'. Heb. 'al is rel. to

'did'', 'he went up'. See aliyah.

Aleochara, n., a genus of rove beetles (entomol.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. akzoQ, a col-

lateral form of TjXcoi;, 'wandering in mind, dis-

traught, foolish', and xap«, 'joy'. The first ele-

ment is rel. to (iXa(Tt>ai, 'to wander, roam' ; see

hallucinate and cp. Alastor, aleatory. The second

element is rel. to x«ipstv, 'to rejoice', xapi?.

'grace, kindness'; see Charis.

aleph, n,, name of the 1st letter of the Heb. al-

phabet.— Heb. aleph, pausal form oieleph, 'ox'

;

so called in allusion to the ancient Hebrew form
of this letter, representing the head ofan ox. Cp.
alpha. For the form cp. daleth, lamedh, samekh.

alepidote, adj., without scales (zool.) — Gk.
aXeTitSwTo?, fr. dt- (see priv. pref. a-) and
XeTCiSwToi;, 'covered with scales', fr. XsTtt?, gen.

XettlSo?, 'scale'. See lepido-, leper.

Derivative: alepidote, n., a fish without scales.

alerce, alerze, n., the sandarac tree. — Sp., 'the

larch tree', fr. Arab, al-arz, in vulgar pronun-
ciation al-erz, fr. al-, 'the', and arz, resp. erz,

'coniferous tree, pine tree, cedar', borrowed fr.

Heb. erez, 'cedar'.

alert, adj., watchful; active, nimble. — F. alerte,

fr. earlier a I'erte, a Vairte, fr. It. all'erta, lit.

'on the height', fr. erta, 'height', prop. fern, of
erio, 'steep, precipitous', pp. oiergere, 'to erect,

raise', used as a noun, fr. L. erigere. See erect.

Derivatives : alert-ly, adv., alert-ness, n.

Alethea, fern. PN. — Gk. dXyj^sia, 'truth', fr.

dcXvj&Tii;, 'true'. See aletho- and cp. Philathea.

alethiology, n., the science of truth. — G. Alethi-

ologie, compounded of Gk. aXr|&£ia, 'truth' (fr.

aAyj&iric;, 'true'), and -Xoyla, fr. -Xoynq, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See aletho- and -logy.

The word was first used by J. H. Ltimbert in his

Neues Organon (in 1764).

aletho-, combining form meaning 'true'. — Gk.
"''^,^0-, fr. aXrj8-r)<:, 'true', lit. 'not concealing',

^- i- (see priv. pref. a-) and Xtj&t), 'forgetful-

less, oblivion', which is cogn. with L. latere,

''o lie hid or concealed, to lurk'. See latent and
cp. Lethe, Alethea.

Alethopteris, n., a genus of fossil ferns, found
especially in the coal formation. — ModL., lit.

'having true ferns', coined by Sternberg fr.

aletho- and Gk. TtTept?, 'fern', which is rel. to

TCT£p6v, 'feather, wing'. See ptero-.

Aletris, n., a genus of plants; the colic root (bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. aXeTpii;, 'a female slave, who
grinds corn', fr. dtXEiv, 'to grind' (see next

word); so called from the mealy appearance of

its blossoms.

aleurone, also aleuron, n., a proteid substance

found in cereals (biochem.) — Gk. fiXeupov,

'wheat flour', fr. aXsTv, 'to grind', which is

cogn. with Arm. alam, 'I grind, pulverize', aleur,

'flour', and prob. also with OL anuh (for *al-

nuh), 'thin, fine'. Cp. prec. word and the first

element in Aleyrodes.

alevin, n., a young fish. — F., 'fry, young fish',

fr. OF. alevain, fr. VL. *allevdmen, fr. L. alle-

vdre, 'to lift up, lighten, alleviate', in VL. also

'to bring up, rear', fr. ad- and levdre, 'to raise,

lift up'. See lever and cp. elevate. The French

form alevin (fr. OF. alevain) is due to the change

of suff. -ain (fr. L. -amen) to suff. -in (fr. L. -inus).

Alexander, masc. PN. — L. Alexander, fr. Gk.
'AXi^oMSpo^, lit., 'defender of men', fr. AX^^stv,

'to ward off, keep off, turn away, defend, pro-

tect, and avTjp, gen. &v8p6q, 'man'. 'AXe^eiv is

desiderative of aXexEiv, 'to ward off', which is

related to aXxii, 'protection, help, strength,

power, courage', (XXxifioi;, 'strong', and cogn.

with 01. rdksati, 'protects', OE. ealgian, 'to de-

fend', and possibly also with OE. ealh, OS.

alah, Goth, alhs, 'temple', OLith. elkas, alkas,

'sacred wood', Lett, elks, 'idol'. Cp. Alcmene,

alexin, alexipharmic, Alexis, Alexius, Alcestis,

analcite. Cp. also lac, 'one hundred thousand'.

For the 2nd element in Alexander see andro-.

alexanders, the meadow parsnip. — Lit. 'the

flower of Alexander (the Great)' ; so called for

its brilliant color suggesting royalty.

Alexandrine, n., a verse of six iambic feet, having

the caesura after the third. — F. alexandrin; so

called because first used by the French poet

Alexandre de Paris (de Bernai) in a poem on

Alexander the Great, dating from the 13th cent.

alexandrite, n., a dark green variety of chryso-

beryl (mineral.) — Named after Alexander II

of Russia. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

alexia, n., inability to read (med) — Medical L.,

formed fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk. Xil.'.c,, 'speech',

from the stem of XeyE'v, to tell, say, speak'

(see lexicon), but confused in meaning with L.

legere, 'to read'. For the ending see suff. -ia.

alexin, n., a substance which destroys bacteria

(immunology).—Coined by the German bacteri-

ologist Hans Buchner (1850-1902) in 1888, fr.

Gk. aXeEsiv, 'to ward off, keep off, protect'.

See Alexander and chem. suff. -in.

alexipharmic, adj. counteracting poison, anti-

dotal. — Gk. ii'>^£E,i.<f(xpiiay.oi;, 'acting as an anti-

dote', fr. dtXs^eiv, 'to ward off, keep off, pro-

tect', and tpapjiaxov, 'drug, poison'. See Al-

exander, pharmacy and -ic.

Derivative: alexipharmic, n., an antidote.



alexipyretic

^exipyretic, adj., keeping off fever. — Com-

pounded of Gk. dcXs^Eiv, 'to ward off, keep

off, protect', and ™peT6<;, 'fever', fr. Tuip, 'fire'.

See Alexander and pyretic.

Derivative: alexipyretic, n.

Alexis, masc. PN. — Gk. "AXe^i;, fr. iXslsiv, to

ward off, keep off, protect'. See Alexander and

cp. next word.

Alexius, masc. PN. — L., fr. Gk, 'AXl^io?, lit.

'defender, helper', fr. iXiE^ei-^- See prec. word.

Aleyrodes, n., a genus of insects (entomol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. dtXeupciSTi?, 'resembling flour',

compounded of SXEupov, 'wheat flour', and

-wSy)?, 'like'. See aleuron and -ode, 'like'.

alezan, n., a sorrel horse. — Sp. alazdn (whence

F. alezan), 'sorrel-colored (horse)', fr. Arab, al-

ftisdn, 'the noble and beautiful horse'.

aifa, n., the esparto grass. — Arab, halfd', rel.

to Mishnaic Heb. fteleph, Aram, hil'phd, 'rush,

reed', from stem h-l-P, 'to be sharp, cut through,

pierce'. Cp. acalephe.

alfalfa, n., lucerne. — Sp., fr. Arab. al-fdsfasa\

(Cp. the collateral Sp. form alfalfez, which rep-

resents the intermediate form between Arab.

al-fdsfasa^ and Sp. alfalfa.).

alfaqui, n., a Mohammedan scholar. — Sp., fr.

Arab, al-faqth, fr. al-, 'the', &nAfaqih, 'learned,

intelligent', fr. fiqh, 'knowledge, intelligence'.

alfenide, n., an alloy of nickel and silver. — So

called after the chemist Halphen, who invented

this alloy in 1850. For the ending see suff. -ide.

Alfred, masc. PN. — OE. ^Ifried, compounded

of »//, 'elf, and rxd, 'counsel'. See elf and read,

alfresco, adv. and adj., in the open air. — It. al

fresco, lit. 'in the fresh (air)'. It. al, lit. 'to the ,

is formed fr. a, 'to' (fr. L. ad), and the dcf. article

il (fr. L. ille, 'that'); see ad- and iUe and cp. al

segno. For It. fresco see fresco,

alga, n. — L., 'sea weed', cogn. with OI. n'?ah,

'viscous, sticky', Norw. ulka, 'moldy; slime',

fr. I.-E. base *el-, *ol-, 'to putrefy, rot', whence

also Norw. ul, 'moldy', Swed. «/, 'rancid', L.

ulva, 'sedge'. Cp. Ulva.

Algae, n. pi., a division of plants of the Thallo-

phyta (bot) — L., pi. of alga. See prec. word.

algalia, n., the abelmosk. — Sp., fr. Arab, al-

galiya^, 'the civet'; so called in allusion to its

musky seeds.

algarroba, n., 1) the carob tree; 2) the common

mesquite {Prosopis juliflora). — Sp., fr. Arab.

al-kharrnba\ 'the carob', fr. al-, 'the', and

kharrOba", 'carob tree'. See carob.

algarrobiUa, n., a yellow dye from the seeds and

pods of Prosopis juliflora. — Sp., a dimin.

formed fr. algarroba.

algebra, n. — Fr. Arab, al-jabr (in vulgar pro-

nunciation al-jebr), 'reunion (of broken parts in

equations)', short for al-jabr w'al-muqdbala", 're-

union and comparison', title of a work wntten

by Mohammed ibn Musa al-Khowarizmi,

great mathematician of the 9th cent. The title

refers to, and the work deals with, the solution
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of equations, which was the original scope of

algebra. Al-jabr is formed fr. at-, 'the', andM*".

'reunion', which is rel. to the verb ;a'6am, 'he

bound together, united'. Cp. algorism.

Derivatives: algebra-ic, algebra-ic-al, adjs., al-

gebra-ic-al-ly, adv., algehraization (^q.\.), alge-

braist (q.v.)
. ,. . -^

algebraist, n., an expert in algebra. — A hybrid

coined fr. algebra and -ist, a suff. of Greek

origin.

algehraization, n., reduction of algebraic sym-

bols (philos.) — G. Algebraisierung, fr. algebra-

isieren, a hybrid coined by Edmund Husserl

(i 859-1 938) fr. algebra and suff. -isieren, fr.

Gk. -i^siv. See -ize and -ation.

algebraize, tr. v. — See prec. word.

algedonic, adj., characterized by the association

of pain and pleasure. — Compounded of Gk.

axyoc, 'pain, and f,8ovix6<;, 'pleasant', fr. t)Sqvt],

'pleasure'. See algid and hedonic.

Algernon, masc. PN. — Lit. 'with mustaches', fr.

OF ah gernons. OF. als (F. aux) stands for a

les, lit. 'to the' (pi.), fr. L. ad- (see ad-) and the

plural of the article le, fr. L. ille, 'that one';

see iUe and cp. words there referred to. OF. ger-

non is a collateral form of grenon, 'mustache',

fr. VL. *gran6nem, ace. of *grand, a word of

Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. grana, OE. granu, 'mus-

tache', G. Granne, 'awn, beard', fr. I.-E. base

*gher-, 'to stick out', whence also OSlav. grani,

'point, edge', W. gran, 'eyelid', Mir. grend,

'whiskers'.

-algia, suff. denoting 'pain', as in cardialgia, myal-

gia, neuralgia (med.) — Gk. -aXyta, fr- S^Yo«.

'pain', whence AXyEiv, 'to feel pain', apyaXsot;,

(dissimilaled fr. *iiXYaX£o<;), 'painful'; of un-

certain origin. Cp. algio-.

algid, adj., cold; chilly. — F. algide, fr. L. algi-

dus, 'cold', fr. algere, 'to be cold', which is cogn.

with ON. elgiar, Icel. elgur, 'drifting snow'; not

rel. to Gk. iXyzl-^, 'to feel pain'. See E. L. Liden,

Studien zur altindischen und vergleichenden

Sprachgeschichte, Uppsala, 1897, P.66. Cp.

algor.

Derivatives: algid-ity, n., algid-ness, n.

algio-, combining form meaning 'pain' or 'per-

taining to pain', as in algiomuscular. — Fr. Gk.

SX-iOQ, 'pain'. See -algia.

algo-, before a vowel alg-, combming form de-

noting 'pain', as in algedonic. — Fr. Gk. SXyo;,

'pain'. See -algia.

algoid, adj., resembling algae. - A hybrid coined

fr. L. alga and Gk. -oeiSyic;, 'like', fr. el6o<;,

'form, shape'. See alga and -old.

algodoiute, n., a copper arsenide (mtneral.) —
Named after the Algodones mme m Chile. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Algol n a fixed star in the constellation Per-

seus (astron.)— Lit. 'the Demon Star', fr- Arab

al-ghOl, 'the demon', fr. al-, 'the', and ghul,

'demon'. See ghoul.

algolagnia, algolagny, n., the feeling of pleasure
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in causing or suffering pain (psychopathol) —
ModL. algolagnia, coined by Schrenck-Notzing

fr. Gk. SXyo?, 'pain', and XxyvoQ, 'lustful,

lecherous'. For the first element see -algia. Gk.

Xdcyvoi; is rel. to Xayapo?, 'slack, loose', X^jyetv,

'to stay, leave off, cease', and cogn. with OE.

sleac, 'slow, slack'. See slack, adj., and cp. lack,

languid, lax, adj.

algology, n., the study of algae.—A hybrid coin-

ed fr. L. alga and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See alga and -logy.

Derivatives: algolog-ical, adj., algolog-ist, n.

algor, n., cold; chill. — L., fr. algere, 'to be cold'.

See algid and -or. For the mode of formation

cp. terror, 'fright', fr. terrere, 'to frighten', albor,

'white color', fr. albere, 'to be white'.

algorism, n., the Arabic system of numerals. —
ME. algorisme, fr. OF. algorisme (F. algorith-

me), fr. ML. algorismus, from the inexact trans-

literation of Arab. al-Khowarizml, 'the man of

Khowdrizm (the modern Khiva), surname of

Abu Jafar Mohammed ibn Musa, great mathe-

matician of the 9th cent. His famous work Al-

jabr w'al mugdbala'' ('Reunion and compar-

ison'), introduced the use of Arabic numerals in

Europe, which denoted a turning point in the

history of mathematics. Cp. algebra,

algous, adj., pertaining to algae. — L. algosus,

fr. alga, 'seaweed'. See Alga and -ous.

alguazil, n., peace officer in Spain. — Sp. alguacil,

fr. earlier alguazil, fr. Arab, al-wazir, fr. al-,

'the', and wazir, 'vizier'. See vizier,

algum, n. — See almug.

alhacena, n., an alcove. — Sp., fr. Arab, al-khi-

zdna^, 'the store room, the cell', fr. al-, 'the',

and khdzana, 'he stored up'. See magazine and

cp. almacen.

Alhagi, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bat.) — ModL., fr. Arab, al-haj, 'the camel's

thorn', which is rel. to Talmudic Heb. heghd,

Aram, heghd, heghHhd, Syr. hdg¥thd, of s.m.

The primary meaning of these nouns is 'thorns

forming a hedge', from the Semitic base h-y-g,

h-w-g, 'to surround, hedge, fence in'. See

H.L.Fleischer in his Contributions to Jacob

Levy'sNeuhebraischesundChaldaischesWorter-

buch iiber die Ta'miudim und Midraschim, I,

p. 556, and Immanuel Low, Aramaische Pflan-

zennamen, Leipzig, 1881, pp. 145-47.

Alhambra, n., the palace of the Moorish kings at

Granada. — Sp., fr. Arab. (al-kaVat) al-hamrd',

'the red (castle)', fern, of dhmaru, 'red', rel. to

hdmmara, 'he dyed red', humra'^, 'redness', Heb.

hemdr, 'bitumen, asphalt' (so called because of

its reddish color), hdmdr, 'he covered or smear-

ed with asphalt', hSmer, 'mortar, clay' (so called

from its color), Heb. hdmdr, Arab, himdr,

Aram.-Syr. /wmaz-a, Akkad. imeru, 'ass', lit. 'the

reddish brown animal', Heb. yahmir, Aram.

yalfmUrd, Arab. yahmOr, 'roebuck' (also named
from its color). The Alhambra was called 'the

red castle', from the color of the sun-dried

bricks of which its outer walls were built.

Alhambresque, adj., made in the style of the Al-

hambra. — A hybrid coined fr. Alhambra and

suff. -esque (fr. It. -esco).

Al Het, the longer confession of sin recited on

the day of Atonement (Jewish Religion). —
Heb. 'a/ het, 'upon or for the sin'; so called

because each sentence begins with the words 'a/

het, resp. v*'a/ het ('Forgive us "for the sin" we

have committed by ...').

alias, adv., otherwise called; n., an assumed

name. — L. alias, 'in another way, at another

time, otherwise', fr. alius, 'another', which is

cogn. with Gk. axXo? (for *&\mq), 'another',

Goth, aljis, 'other', OE. elles, 'otherwise'. See

else and words there referred to and cp. esp.

alibi, alien,

alibi, n., plea that the accused person was else-

where than at the place where the crime was

committed (law). — L. alibi, 'elsewhere', com-

pounded of alius, 'other', and ibi, 'there'. See

prec. word and ibidem.

alible, adj., nourishing. — L. alibilis, 'nourishing,

nutritious', fr. alere, 'to nourish'. See aliment

and cp. words there referred to. For the ending

see suff. -ibie.

Derivative: alib-il-ity, n.

Alice, fem. PN.— OF. Aliz, Aaliz, fr. OHG. Adal-

haid, lit. 'of a noble kind'. See Adelaide and

cp. Alison.

Alice blue. — Named after Mrs. Alice Rooseveh,

wife of President Theodore Roosevelt.

alicula, n. a short cloak (Rom. antiq.) — L. 'a

light upper garment', a dimin. formed fr. Thes-

sal. Gk. aXXixa, acc. of aXXi5, 'upper gar-

ment; purple cloak', with suff. -ula (see -ule).

L. alicula is not rel. to L. dla, 'wing'.

alidade, n., indicator of an astrolabe. — F., fr.

Sp. alidada, fr. Arab, al-itfdda", 'the revolving

radius of a circle'.

alien, adj. and n. — L. alienus, 'belonging to an-

other', fr. alius, 'another'. See alias.

Derivatives: alien-able, adj. (cp. F. alienable),

alien-abil-ity, n., alienage (q.v.), alienate (q.v.),

alien-ee, n., alienism (q.v.), alienist (q.v.)

alienage, n., status of an alien. — F. alienage, fr.

aliener, fr. L. aliendre. See next word and -age.

alienate, tr. v. — L. aliendtus, pp. of aliendre, 'to

make something another's, to take away, re-

move', fr. alienus. See alien and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: alienation (q.v.), alienat-or, n.

alienation, n. — ME., fr. OF. alienation (F. alie-

nation), fr. L. aliendtionem, acc. of aliendtio,

'transference or alienation of property', fr. alie-

ndtus, pp. of aliendre. See prec. word and -ion.

alienism, n., the status of a alien. — Formed fr.

alien with suff. -ism.

alienist, n., specialist in mental diseases. — F.

alieniste, a hybrid formed fr. L. alienus, with

suff. -iste. See alien and -ist.

aliform, adj., wing-shaped. — Compounded of



alight

L. dla, 'wing', and forma, 'form, shape'. See

aisle and form, n.

alight, intr. v., to descend, get down. — ME.
alihten, fr. OE. alihtan, fr. a- (see intensive

pref. a-), and llhtan, 'to alight'. See light, 'to

dismount'.

alight, adj., on fire. — ME. aliht, pp. of alihten,

'to light up'. See a-, 'on', and light, n.

align, tr. v., to range in line; intr. v., to fall into

line. — F. aligner, fr. a, 'to' (see a-), and ligne,

fr. L. linea, 'line'. See line and cp. allineate.

Derivatives: align-er, n., alignment (q.v.)

alignment, alignement, n. — F. alignement, fr.

aligner. See align and -ment.

alike, adv., adj.—Formed fr. a-, 'on', and like, adj.

aliment, n., food. — L. alimentum, 'nourishment,

food', fr. alere, 'to rear, nourish, support, main-

tain', fr. I.-E. base *al-, 'to grow, nourish'. See

old and cp. words there referred to. For the end-

ing see suff. -ment.

Derivatives: aliment-al, adj., alimentary (q.v.),

alimentation (q.v.)

alimentary, adj. — ML. alimentarius, 'pertaining

to nourishment', fr. L. alimentum. See aliment

and adj. suff. -ary.

alimentation, n. — ML. alimentatio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. alimentum. See aliment and -ation.

alimony, n., money paid to a wife out of her hus-

band's income during or after separation or

divorce (law). — L. alimonia, 'nourishment,

sustenance', formed fr. alere, 'to rear, nourish,

support, maintain', with suff. -monia, which is

cogn. with Glc. suff. -[xwv. See aliment and -mony.

Aline, fem. PN. — F., shortened fr. Adeline. See

Adeline,

aline, tr. and intr. v. — A var. of align,

aliped, adj., wing-footed. — Compounded of L.

dla, 'wing', and pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See alar

and pedal.

Derivative: aliped, n.

aliphatic, adj., fatty. — Formed with suff. -ic

from the stem of Gk. iitXEi9ap, also SXeiqia,

gen. oCKzit^ixToc, 'oil, fat', fr. aXetipsiv, 'to anoint'.

See adipose and cp. next word.

aliptes, n., the manager in the school for wres-

tlers (Roman antig.)— L.aliptes,{T.Gk.a.'>~slTiTrjC„

lit. 'anointer'. fr. AXeifpetv, 'to anoint'; see

prec. word. He was so called because it was his

care to annoint the bodies of the wrestlers with

unguents.

aliquant, adj., not dividing without leaving a re-

mainder. — F. aliquante, fr. L. aliquantus,

'somewhat, some, moderate', compounded of

alius, 'other', and quantus, 'how great'. See

alias and quantum.

Derivative: aliquant, n.

aliquot, adj., dividing exactly, without leaving a

remainder. — L., 'some several, a few', com-

pounded of alius, 'other', and quot, 'how much,

how many'. See alias and quota and cp. the

second element in hidalgo.

Alisma, n., a genus of aquatic plants, the water
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plantain (60/.) — ModL., fr. Gk. &\icnix, 'the

water plantain'.

Derivative: alism-al, adj.

alismoid, adj., resembling a water plantain. —
Compounded of Gk. fiXiCT^ta, 'the water plan-

tain', and -oEtSifj!;, 'like', fr. olSog, 'form, shape'.

See -Old.

aliso, n., any of several plants of the genus Alnus

or their wood (hot.) — Sp., 'alder', fr. Goth.

*alisa, 'alder', fr. Teut. *aliso-. See alder, the tree.

Alison, fem. PN. — F., prop, a dimin. of Alice

(q.v.)

alisonite, n., a variety of covellite (mineral.) —
Named after R. E. Alison of Chile. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

sdiunde, adv., from another place. — L., 'from

another place', compounded of alius, 'another'

(see alias), and unde, 'from which place; from
whatever place', fr. orig. *cunde, rel. to the pro-

nominal base *q"'o-. See who and words there

referred to and cp. esp. ubiety,

alive, adj. — ME. on live, alive, fr. OE. on life,

'in life'. See on and life, and cp. live.

Derivatives: alive, adv., alive-ness, n.

aliyah, n., i) the act of being called to the alme-

mar to participate in the reading of the Torah

;

2) immigration to Israel. — Heb. 'dliyyd'', 'a

going up', fr. 'did'' 'he went up, ascended', which

is rel. to Ugar. '/v, Arab, 'did, 'he went up,

ascended', Akkad. elU, 'to go up, ascend', Heb.

'at, Aram.-Syr. 'al, Ugar. '/, Arab, 'did, 'on,

upon; against', Heb. 'die'', 'leaf, lit. 'that which

springs up', 'did", 'burnt offering' (prop. fem.

part, of the verb 'did", and lit. meaning 'that

which goes up'), 'elySn, 'high, higher', ma'dld",

'step, stair', md'ld", 'upward'. Cp. Alenu, Eli.

alizari, n., madder root. — F., fr. Sp. alizari, fr.

Arab, al-'asdra'', 'the juice', fr. al-, 'the', and

d^ara, 'he squeezed, pressed', which is rel. to

Heb. 'dtzdr, Aram.-Syr. 'dlzdr, 'he retained'.

alizarin, alizarine, n., a dye (chem.) — F. ali-

zarine, fr. alizari. See prec. word and chem. suff.

-in, -ine.

aljama, n., a Jewish congregation in Spain. —
Sp., fr. Arab, al-jamd'a", fr. al-, 'the', and ja-

md'a'', 'assembly', fr. jdma'a, 'he gathered to-

gether, assembled'.

aljamia, n., Moorish name of the Spanish lan-

guage. — Sp. aljamia, fr. Arab, al-'ajamtya'',

'the non-Arabic, barbarian (language)', fr. al-,

'the', and fem. oi'ajami, 'non-Arabic, barbarian'.

aljofaina, n., wash basin. — Sp., fr. Arab, al-

jufdyna'', dimin. of al-jdfna'' (whence Sp. alja-

fana), fr. al-, 'the', and jdfna", 'dish'.

alkahest, n., the universal solvent of the alche-

mists.— F. alcahest, fr. ML. alcahest, a pseudo-

Arabic word prob. coined by Paracelsus.

alkali, n. — F. alcalli (now spelled alcali), fr.

Arab, al-qilf, fr. al-, 'the', and qili, 'charred

ashes of the saltwort', fr. qdld, 'he fried, roast-

ed', which is rel. to Heb. qdld'', 'he roasted,

parched', Aram, q'ld, 'burned', Akkad. qalo.
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'to biuTi' ; cp. kali. The word alkali first appears

in the writings ofAlbertus Magnus (l 2o6?-i 280).

fdkalimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

strength of alkalis. — A hybrid coined fr. alkali

and Gk. (x^Tpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm'.

alkaline, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. alkali and

-ine, a chem. suff. of Latin origin.

alkaloid, n. —^ A hybrid coined fr. alkali and

Gk. -oeiS^i;, 'like', fr. cISo?, 'form, shape'. See

-old.

alkanes, n. pi. , a series of saturated hydrocarbons

;

the methane series (chem.) — Formed fr. alkyl

and methflne-i.

alkanet, n., the bugloss. — Sp. alcaneta, dimin.

of alcana, fr. Arab, al-hinnd. See next word.

Alkanna, n., a genus of plants of the borage

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Sp. alcana, fr. Arab.

al-hinnd', fr. al-, 'the', and hinnd', 'henna'. See

hemia.

alk^, n., any radical of the methane series, as

methyl, ethyl, etc. (chem.) — Formed fr. alkali

with suff. -yL

all, adj. — ME. all, fr. OE. eall, all, rel. to OS.

OFris., OHG., MHG. al, ON. allr, Dan., Swed.,

G. all, Goth, alls, OHG. ala- (in ala-wdri, 'quite

true'), Goth, ala- (in ala-mans, 'mankind', lit.

'all men'), and cogn. with Lith. al- (in al-vienas,

'every one'). Cp. albeit, withal. Cp. also Alaric,

allodium, alone, EUa.

Derivatives: all, n. and adv., all-ness, n.

allactite, n., basic manganese arsenate (mineral.)

— Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. dXXdta-

aetv, 'to change' (fr. 3cXXo?, 'other'); so caUed

in allusion to its pleochroism. See else and cp.

alio-, alias. Cp. also allagite, catallactic, paral-

lactic, trophallax.

allagite, n., a carbonated rhodonite (mineral.) —
Formed with subst, suff. -ite fr. Gk. dtXXayr),

'change', which derives from the stem of aXXao-

oEiv, 'to change'. See prec. word and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also agio, diallage,

hypallage.

Allah, n., Mohammedan name of the Supreme

Being. — Arab. Alldhu, contraction oial-Ildhu,

fr. al; 'the', and Ildh. 'God'. See Elohim.

allanto-, combining form meaning 'sausage'. —
Gk. oXXavTO-, fr. aXXa?, gen. aXXavro^, 'sau-

sage', a loan word fr. L. dlium, allium, 'gar-

lic', the orig. meaning of Gk. aXXa? being

'garlicky (sausage)'. Ion. iSXXt), glossed by He-
sychius, and rendered by him with X^avov
('greens, vegetables'), is of the same origin. See

Allium.

•hntoic, adj., pertaining to the allantois. — See

aUantois and -ic.

IhuiUMd, adj., resembling a sausage. —• Gk.
iXXotvToeiS^r]?, 'sausage-shaped', fr. oXXSu;, gen.

"i^XovTos, 'sausage' and -oeiST)?, 'Uke', fr. clSoi;,

form, sliape'. See allanto- and -oid.

Derivative: allantoid-al, adj.

aHantois, n., a membranous sac in the embryos

ofmammals, birds and reptiles (ana?.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. j(XXavT0Et8Y)i;, 'sausage-shaped'. See prec.

word.

allative, adj., pertaining to a case that expresses

motion toward; n,, the allative case (gram.) —
Formed with suff. -Ive fr. L. alldtus, 'brought to'

(used as pp. of adferre, afferre, 'to bring to'),

fr. ad- and Idtus, 'borne, carried' (used as pp. of

ferre, 'to bear, carry'), which stands for *tldtos,

fr. *//-, zero degree of I.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to

bear, carry', whence L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise',

tolerdre, 'to bear, support'. See tolerate and cp.

collate and words there referred to.

aHay, tr. v., i) to quiet; 2) to alleviate. — ME.
alaien, fr. OE. dlecgan, -'to put down, remit,

give up', fr. a- (see intensive pref. a-) and lecgan,

'to lay'. See lay, 'to place'.

Derivatives: allay-er, n., allay-ment, n.

allegation, n. — F. allegation, fr. L. allegdtionem,

ace. of allegdtio, 'despatching a mission', fr.

allegdtus, pp. of allegdre, 'to despatch, com-

mission, mention, adduce', fr. ad- and legdre,

'to send with a commission, despatch'. See leg-

ate and -ion.

allege, tr. v.— ME. aleggen, 'to bring forward as

evidence', fr. AF alegier, which is formed—

with change of prefix—fr. OF. esligier, 'to free,

disengage, buy, pay, possess', fr. VL. *exlUi-

gdre, 'to free from a lawsuit', fr. ist ex- and

litigdre, 'to sue, quarrel'. See litigate.

Derivatives: alleg-ed-ly, adv., alleg-er, n.

allegiance, n. — ME. alegeance, formed fr. a (fr.

L. ad), 'to', and OF. ligeaunce, ligeance, fr. lige.

See ad-, liege and -ance and cp. ligeance.

allegorize, tr. and intr. v. — F. allegoriser, fr. L.

allegorizdre, fr. allegoria. See next word and

-ize.

Derivatives: allegoriz-ation, n., allegoriz-er, n.

allegory, n. — F. allegoric, fr. L. allegoria, fr.

Gk. i4>Jty]Yopia, 'figurative language', lit. 'a

speaking about (seemingly) something else';

compounded of axXo?, 'other' (see alio-), and

(XYopeusiv, 'to speak in the assembly', fr. ayopd,

'assembly', which is rel. to ayeipstv, 'to as-

semble', fr. I.-E. base *ger, 'to gather, collect'.

See gregarious and cp. category, panegyric. The

word allegory was introduced into English by

Wycliffe.

Derivatives: allegoric (q.v.), allegor-ism, n., al-

legor-ist, n., allegor-ist-er, n., allegorize (q.v.)

allegretto, adj., n., and adv. (music). — It., dimin.

of allegro (q.v.)

allegro, adj., n., and adv. (music). — It. allegro,

'cheerful, gay', fr. L. alacer, fem. alacris, neut.

alacre, 'lively, cheerful, brisk'. See alacrity.

allelo-, combining form, meaning 'one another'.

— Gk. (xXXtjXo-, fr. oXXyjXwv, Dor. oXXiiXtLiv,

'of one another', fr. *i4XX5XX-, *(iXXaX-, con-

traaion of *(icXXo<;-SXXov (masc), *(itXXa-aXXav

(fem.), etc., lit. 'the other' (nom.)— 'the other'

(ace.), fr. iSXXoi;, 'another, other'. See alio- and

cp. diallelon, parallel. <



alleluia

alleluia, n. and interj. — L., fr. Gk. dXXTjXouia,

fr. Heb. hall^lu-ydh, 'praise ye the Lord'. See

hallelujah.

allemande, n., name of various German dances.

— F., prop. fem. of aUemand, 'German', fr.

Teut. Alamann-, stem of L. Alamartni, Alemanni

(pi.), name of a Suebic people, applied in ex-

tension to all the Germans. See Alemanni.

allergology, n., the study of allergies. — Coined

fr. ModL. allergia and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See allergy and

-logy.

Derivatives: allergolog-ic-al, adj., allergolog-

ist, n.

allergy, n., hypcrsensitiveness of body cells to

certain substances {immunology). — ModL. al-

lergia, coined about 1905 by Clemens von Pir-

quet, an Austrian pediatrist (1874-1910), fr. Gk.

aXkoC:, 'another' and Ipyov, 'work'. See alio- and

ergon and cp. energy.

Derivative: allerg-ic, adj.

allerion, n., an eagle with expanded wings (her.)

— F. alerion, fr. Prankish *adalaro, correspond-

ing to MHO. adelar (G. Adler), 'eagle', orig. a

compound meaning 'noble eagle'. The first ele-

ment of this compound is rel. to OHG. adal,

'noble family', edili, OE. xdele, 'of noble de-

scent'. Sec atheling and cp. words there referred

to. For the second element see erne and cp.

ornitho-.

alleviate, tr. v. — L. allevidtus, pp. of alleviare,

a collateral form of allevdre, 'to lighten, alle-

viate', fr. ad- and kvdre, 'to lighten, ease', fr.

levis, 'light'. See levity and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: alleviat-ion, n., alleviat-ive, adj.,

alleviat-or, n.

alley, n., a narrow passage. — OF. alee (F. allee),

'a going, passage', prop. fem. pp. of OF. aler

(F. aller), 'to go', fr. L. ambuldre, 'to go, walk'.

See amble and cp. purlieu.

Derivative: alley-ed, adj.

alley, n., a choice marble. — Abbreviation of

alabaster; so called because it was orig. made

of alabaster.

alliaceous, adj., belonging to the genus Allium

(Aor) — Formed fr. Allium with suff. -aceous.

alliance, n. — ME. aliance, fr. OF. aliance (F.

alliance), fr. OF. alier (F. allier). See ally and

-ance.

Alliaria, n., a genus of plants of the mustard

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. L. allium, 'garlic'

(see Allium) ; so called with reference to its odor.

allice, allice shad, n. — F. alose, fr. L. alausa,

"shad*. See alose.

alligation, n., relation between the prices of the

ingredients of a mixture and the price of the

mixture; 'the rule of mixtures'. — L. alligdtio,

gen. -onis, 'a binding to', fr. alligatus, pp. oial-

ligdre, 'to bind something to', fr. ad-, and ligdre,

'to bind, tie, fasten'. See l^ament and cp.

alloy, ally.
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alligator, n. — Corruption of Sp. el lagarto.

which is shortened fr. el lagarto de Indias, name

of the cayman, lit. 'the lizard of the (West)

Indies'. Sp. el, 'the', derives fr. L. ille, 'that one',

lagarto comes fr. L. lacertus, 'lizard'. See ille

and lizard,

alligator pear, the avocado. — Formed fr. Na-

huatl ahuacatl through the medium of the Mex.

Sp. forms alvacata, alligato. Cp. avocado,

alliterate, intr. v., to use alliteration. — ML. al-

literdtus, pp. of alliterdre, 'to begin with the

same letter', fr. ad- and L. littera, 'letter'. See

letter and verbal suff -ate.

Derivatives: alliteration (q.v.), alliterat-ive, adj.,

altiterat-ive-ly, adv.

alliteration, n., repetition of the same letter in

several words of a sentence, — ML. alliteratio,

gen. -onis, from alliterdtus, pp. of alliterdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

Allium, n., a genus of herbs of the lily family

(hot.) — L. dlium, allium, 'garlic', prob. cogn.

with 01. dlah, alukdm, 'bulb'. Accordingly dlium

would lit. mean 'the bulbous plant'. There is

little probability in Vanicek's suggestion to ex-

plain dlium as 'the strong-smelling plant', by

deriving it from the base *an-, 'to breathe,

smell'. Cp. alliaceous, Alliaria. Cp. also allanto-.

Cp. also the first element in allyl.

alio-, combining form, meaning 'other'. — Gk.

dtXXo-, fr. oiXXot;, 'another, other', which stands

for *iCKv:>q, and is cogn. with L. alius, 'an-

other'. See alias.

AUobroges, n. pi., a Celtic tribe inhabiting the

north of Gallia Narbonensis (now Savoy). —
L. AUobroges (pi. of Allobrox), lit. meaning 'the

aliens', in allusion to their having driven out the

original inhabitants. The al- in Al-lobroges is

identical both in origin and meaning with al-

in L. al-ius, 'the other', and in ML. Al-satia, and

with el- in E. else (q.v.) See also Alsatia and cp.

Alemanni.

allocate, tr. v., to set apart; to allot, assign. —
Late L. allocdtus, pp. of allocdre, fr. ad-, and

L. locdre, 'to place'. See locate and cp. allow,

'to assign', which is a doublet of allocate.

allocation, n. — Late L. allocdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

allocdtus, pp. of allocdre. See prec. word and -ion.

allochroic, adj., changeable in color. — Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. aXXo/pooc, 'changed in

color, fr. oW.oi;, 'another' and /poS, xpota,

'skin, surface, color of the skin'. See alio- and

chrome.

allochroite, n., a sub-variety of andradite. — See

prec. word and subst. suff. -ite.

allochromatic, adj., changeable in color. — Com-

pounded of alio- and chromatic,

allochrous, adj., changing color. — See allo-

chroic and -ous.

alloclase, alloclasite, n., a mineral containing

bismuth, cobalt, arsenic, sulfur and iron. —
Compounded of alio- and Gk. y>Aaic;, 'a break-

ing', fr. xXocv, 'to break'. See clastic and cp.
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words there referred to. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

allocution, n., address. — L. allocdtio, gen. -onis,

'address', fr. allocutus, pp. of alloqul, 'to speak

to', fr. ad- and loqui, 'to speak'. See loquacious

and cp. locution,

allodial, alodial, adj., pertaining to an allodium.

— ML. allodidlis, fr. allodium. See allodium and

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: al(l)odial-ism, n., al(l)odial-ist, n.,

al(l)odial-ly, adv.

allodiality, alodiallty, n., the quality of being al-

lodial. —- F. allodialite, fr. allodial, fr. ML. allo-

didlis. See prec. word and -ity.

allodium, alodium, n., land held as absolute prop-

erty. — ML. allodium. Latinized fr. Prankish

*al-dd (whence also ML. alodis, a word occur-

ring in the Salic Law), lit. 'entire property', com-

pounded of *al, 'air (see all), and* od, 'proper-

ty', which is rel. to OS. 6d, OHG. *dt, OE. Sad,

ON. audr, Goth, auda-, 'possession, property,

wealth', the second element in MHG. klein-ot,

G. Klein-od, 'jewel, gem', lit. 'little wealth'. For

the second element in allodium cp. the first ele-

ment in Edgar, Edith, Edmund, Edwin. — It. al-

lodia, Sp. alodio, OP. alue, aluef (whence F.

alleu), OProven?. alo, aloe, 'allodium', are

Prankish loan words.

allogamy, n., cross-fertilization (6of.) — Com-

pounded of alio- and Gk. -yania, fr. Y'i[J•o?^

'marriage'. See -gamy,

allogeneous, adj., of a different kind. — Formed

with suff. -ous fr. Gk. aXXoyevTii;, 'of another

kind'. See alio- and -gen.

allogeneity, n. — See prec. word and -ity.

allograph, n., a writing made by another person.

— Compounded of alio- and Gk. -ypacpo?, fr.

Ypa9£i\i, 'to write'. See -graph,

allomerism, n., variation in chemical composi-

tion without change in crystalline form.—Com-
pounded of Gk. aXKoc,, 'other' and (x£po?, 'part'.

See alio-, mero- and -ism.

allomerous, adj. — See prec. word and -ous.

allomorph, n. (mineral)— Gk. aXXofxopcpo?, 'hav-

ing another form'. See alio- and -morph.

Derivatives : atlomorph-ic, adj
.
, allomorph-ism, n.

allomorphite, n., a barite with the qualities of an-

hydrite. — See allomorph and subst. suff. -ite.

allonge, n., a thrust (in fencing) (obsol.) — P., 'a

lengthening', fr. allonger, 'to lengthen', fr. OF.
alongier, fr. a, 'to' (see a-), and long, 'long'. See

long, adj., and cp. longeron, lunge.

aUonym, n., the name of another person assumed
by the author of a work. — Compounded of

Gk. icXXoc, 'other' and 6vu[jra, dial, form of

6vo(jta, 'name'. See alio- and name and cp. ono-

mato. Cp. also anonymous, antonym, cryptonym,

homonym, metonymy, paronymous, patronymic,

synonym.

aUopadi, n. — Back formation fr. allopathy,

allopathy, n., treatment of disease by remedies
that produce effects opposite to those caused

by the disease. — G. Allopathic, coined by the

German physician Samuel Hahnemann (1755-

1843) fr. Gk. aXkoq, 'other', and -KdcS-eia, fr.

7Ta^>oi;, 'suffering'. See alio- and -pathy and cp.

enantiopathy, homeopathy.

'Derivatives: allopath-ic, adj., allopath-ic-ally,

a.dv.,allopath-et-ic, adj. ,allo-patli-et-ical-ly, adv.,

allo-path-ist, n.

allophylian, adj., foreign; specif., neither Indo-

European nor Semitic; n., one who speaks an

allophylian language. — L. allophylus, fr. Gk.

aXX69GXo(;, 'of another tribe, foreign' (in the

Septuagint, aXXotpuXoi is the usual rendering of

PHishttm, 'Philistines'); compounded of aXXo?,

'other' and 9uXr], 'tribe' which is rel. to 9OX0V,

'stock, race'. See alio-, phylo- and -ian.

allot, tr. v. — OF. aloter (P. alloter, allotir), a

hybrid coined fr. a, 'to' (see a), and lot, a word

of Teut. origin. See lot.

allotment, n.— F. allotement, fr. alloter. See prec.

word and -ment.

allolrio-, before a vowel allotri-, combining form

meaning 'abnormal', as in allotriophagy. — Gk.

dXXoTpio-, aXXoTpi-, fr. dXX6-rpio;, 'strange',

which is formed fr. aXXog, 'other' (see alio-),

and Tp-, zero degree of the compar. suff. --£p,

for which see -ther.

allotriophagy, n., an unnatural appetite (med.) —
Compounded of allotrio- and Gk. -9aYia, 'eat-

ing of, fr. -9(iyo(;, 'eating'. See -phagy.

allotropy, n., the change of physical properties

without change of chemical substance. — Gk.

dXXoTpoTTta, 'strangeness, variety', fr. aXXoTpo-

Tto?, 'strange', which is compounded of aXXo;,

'other' and TpoTvo?, 'turn, direction, way'; in-

troduced into chemistry by the Swedish chemist

Jons Jakob Berzelius (1779- 1848) in 1841. See

alio- and -tropy.

Derivatives : allotrop-ic, allotrop-ic-al, adjs., allo-

trop-ic-al-ly, adv., allotrop-ism, n.

allow, tr. and intr. v.— ME. alouen, fr. OF. aloer,

alouer, 'to place; to let, rent' (whence F. al-

louer. 'to assign, allocate'), fr. Late L. allocdre,

fr. ad- and L. locdre, 'to place' (whence F. louer,

'to let, rent') (see allocate) ; confused in meaning

with OF. aloer, alouer, 'to approve', fr. L. a/-

lauddre, 'to extol', fr. ad- and lauddre, 'to praise'

(whence F. louer, "to praise'); see laud.

Derivatives: allowable (q.v.), allowance (q.v.),

allow-ed-ly, adv., allow-er, n.

aUowable, adj. — F. atlouable, 'permissible', fr.

allouer, 'to permit'. See allow, and -able.

Derivatives: allowable-ness, n., allowabl-y, adv.

allowance, n. — OF. alouance, fr. aloer, alouer,

'to place; to let'. See allow and -ance.

Derivative: allowance, tr. v.

alloxan, n., an oxidation product of uric acid

(chem.) — Coined fr. a//antoin and oj:alic; so

called because it contains residues of allantoin

and oxalic acid. The name alloxan was coined

by Liebig and Wohler (see Ann. Chem. Pharm.

XXVI, 256).



alloy

alloy, n. — F. aloi, fr. OF. alei, aloi, fr. aleier,

aloier, 'to bind, combine' (whence F. aloyer,

'to alloy'), fr. L. alligdre, 'to bind to (some-

thing)', fr. ad- and ligdre, 'to bind, tie, fasten'.

See ligament, and cp. alligation,

alloy, tr. v. — OF. aleier, aloier, 'to bind, com-

bine'. See alloy, n.

alloyage, n. — F. aloyage, 'the act of alloying',

fr. aloyer, 'to alloy'. See alloy, and -age.

allspice, n., the berry of the pimento (Pimento

officinalis) and the spice made from it. — Com-

pounded of all and spice; so called because it

is supposed to combine the flavors of several

condiments.

allude, intr. v. — L. alludere, 'to play with; to

refer to', fr. ad- and ludere, 'to play'. See ludi-

crous and cp. collude, delude, elude, iUode.

allumette, n., a match for lighting. — F., fr. al-

lumer, 'to light, kindle', fr. VL. *allumindre, fr.

ad- and L. luminare, 'to light up, brighten', fr.

lumen, gen. luminis, 'light'. Cp. It. alluminare,

OProveng. atumenar, Sp. alumbrar. Port, alu-

miar, 'to light, illuminate', and see luminous,

allure, tr. v., to tempt by a bait. — ME. aluren,

fr. OF. ateurrer, fr. a, 'to' (see a), and leurrer,

'to lure'. See lure.

Derivatives: allure, n., allure-ment, n., allur-er,

n., allur-ing, adj., allur-ing-ly, adv., allur-ing-

ness, n.

allusion, n. — L. allusio, gen. -onis, 'a playing

with, a reference to', fr. allQsus, pp. of allUdere.

See allude and -ion, and cp. collusion, delusion,

elusion, illusion.

allusive, adj.—Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. allQsus

pp. of alludere. See allude and cp. collusive, de-

lusive, elusive, illusive.

Derivatives: allusive-ly, adv., allusive-ness, n.

alluvial, adj. and n. — Formed with adj. suff'. -al

fr. L. alluvius, 'alluvial'. See alluvion,

alluvion, n., i) washing of water against the shore;

2) a flood; 3) alluvium. — F., fr. L. alluvionem,

ace. of alluvio, 'an overflow, inundation, allu-

vial land', lit. 'a washing upon', fr. alluere, 'to

wash upon or against', fr. ad- and luere, 'to

wash', which is rel. to lavdre, 'to wash'. See lave

and -ion and cp. antediluvian, deluge, dilute,

diluvium, elution.

alluvium, n., matter deposited by flowing water.

— L., neut. of alluvius, 'alluvial', fr. alluere.

See alluvion,

ally, tr., and intr. v. — ME. alien, fr. OF. alier

(F. allier), 'to join, unite', fr. L. alligdre, 'to bind

to something', fr. ad- and ligdre, 'to bind'. See

ligament and cp. alliance.

Derivative; ally, n.

allyl, n., a univalent radical, CjHs (chem.) —
Formed with suff. -yl fr. affium, 'garlic* (see Al-

lium) ; so called because it was first obtained as

a disulfide from garlic (by Wertheim in 1844).

Alma, fern. FN. — Lit. 'nourishing', fr. L. alma,

feat, of almus, fr. alere, 'to nourish*. Sec alinient

and cp. Alma Mater.
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almacen, n., warehouse, magazine. — Sp., fr.

Arab, al-mdkhzan, fr. al-, 'the', and mdkhzan,

'storehouse', fr. khdzana, 'he stored up'. See

magazine and cp. alhacena.

almaciga, n., the tree Agathis alba. — Sp., a var.

of almastiga, 'mastic', fr. Arab, al-mdstaka", fr.

al; 'the', and md^taka", 'mastic', ult. fr. Gk.

[loLaTixT). See mastic,

almadia, n., a kind of boat. — Sp. almadia, fr.

Arab, al-ma'dtya", fr. al-, 'the' and ma'diya",

'ferryboat', a derivative of the verb, 'add, 'he

passed by', which is rel. to Heb. 'ddhd", Aram.

'dMi, 'ddhd, Syr. 'adhd, Ethiop. 'addwa, 'he

passed by", Heb. 'adh, 'as far as', 'adh, 'eternity'

(lit. 'passing time'), Id'ddh, 'for ever'.

almagest,n., i) the treatise of Claudius Ptolemy

of Alexandria on astronomy; hence 2) any

similar medieval work on astronomy or astrol-

ogy. — ME., fr. OF. almageste, fr. Arab, al-

majistf, fr. al-, 'the', and Gk. (xeytaTT) (scil.

otlvTa^i?), 'the greatest composition', fem. of

li.b(iazo(;, superlative of (i^a?, 'great' ; see me-

ga-. In their admiration for the great work of

Claudius Ptolemy the Arabian translators

changed the title of his work from Msydikfj

auvTa^i? {t^; ixCTTpovo[a.iai;), 'Great work (on

astronomy)', into MeYta-o] cnivra^ii;, 'the great-

est work'.

almagra, n., red ocher. — Sp., fr. Arab, al-

mdghra", fr. al-, 'the', and mdghra", 'red ocher'.

Alma Mater, one's university or school. — L.,

'fostering mother'. Almus, fem. alma, neut. al-

mum, 'nourishing, fostering', is related to aid,

alere, 'to nourish', and prob. cogn. with the

second element in Gk. 9uT-aX5xioi;, 'producing,

nourishing, fostering', epithet of Zeus and of

Poseidon. See aliment and cp. Alma. For the

second element see mater, mother,

almanac, n., a calendar giving astronomical data

and other useful information. — F. almanack,

fr. ML. almanachus (whence also It. almanacco,

Sp. almanague, G. Almanack, etc.), fr. Gk.

dXiJievtxiaxa (pi.), 'calendars', which is prob.

of Coptic origin; prob. influenced in form by a

confusion with Arab, al-mandh, 'the gift'. Sp.-

Arab. al-manOkh, 'the almanac', is itself a loan

word fr. ML. almanachus.

almandine, n., a purple variety of garnet (miner-

al.) — F., assirnilated fr. earlier alabandine, fr.

L. {gemma) Alabandina, a precious stone, fr.

Alabanda, a town in Caria, an ancient district

of Asia Minor. For the ending see suff. -ine.

atanemar, n., platform with reading desk in a

synagogue. — Arab, al-mlnbar, 'the pulpit', fr.

al-, 'the', and minbar, which orig. denoted 'an

(elevated) seat', and is a loan wortl ft. Ethiop.

minbar, 'seat'. See mimbar.

idmeriite, n., a hydrous basic aluminium sodium

sulfate (mineral.) — Named after Almeria in

Spain. For the ending see subst. suff. -Ite.

ataniglity, adj. — OE. ealmihtig, selmihtig, fr. eatt,

'all', and miht^, 'mighty*. See aSi and migMy.
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almogavar, n., a light-armed Spanish soldier in

the middle ages. — Sp., fr. Ar. al-mughdwir, lit.

'the raider', fr. al-, 'the', and active partic. of

ghdwara, 3rd conjugation of ghdra, 'he raided,

invaded'.

Almohades, n., pi., members of a Mohammedan

sect, founded by Mohammed ibn Abdallah. —
Lit. 'the unitarians' ; shortened iT.*Al-movahides,

from Arab, al-muwahhidun, 'they who profess

the unity of God', fr. al-, 'the', and active part,

of the 2nd conjugation of wdhuda, 'he was alone'

whence also wahfd, 'solitary' ; rel. to Heb. ydktd,

'only one, solitary', ydhad, yalfddw, 'together'.

almond, n. — ME., fr. OF. almande (F. amende),

fr. VL. amandula, fr. L. amygdala, fr. Gk.

diJ-uySaXil, 'almond', which, according to H.

Lewy, Die semitischen Fremdworter im Griechi-

schen, pp. 25-26, is borrowed from Heb. me-

ghedh El, 'divine fruit'. [The ending -ula in VL.

amandula, corresponding to the Gk. ending -aXT]

in afiuySaXT), was mistaken for the dimin. suff.

(see -ule) and consequently dropped in OF. al-

mande, E. almond, etc.] The n before the d is

excrescent. Cp. amygdalate. Cp. also mandorla.

almoner, n. — OF. almosnier (F. aumonier), fr.

almosne (F. aumone), fr. VL. *alemosina, fr.

Eccles. L. eleemosyna. See alms,

almonry, n. — OF. almosnerie (F. aumonerie), fr.

almosnier, 'almoner'. See prec. word and -y (re-

presenting OF. -ie).

Almoravides, n. pi., the members of an African

tribe. — Arab. al-MurdbifOn, fr. al-, 'the', and

murdbitun, lit. 'monks living in a fortified con-

vent', denominated fr. ribdf, 'fortified convent',

fr. rdbata, 'he applied himself to something, de-

voted himself to religious life', 3rd conjugation

of rdbata, 'he bound'. Cp. marabou, marabout,

maravedi.

almost, adv. — ME. almest, almost, fr. OE. eal-

msEst, aelmsest, lit. 'mostly, all'. See all and most,

alms, n. — ME. almesse, fr. OE. selmysse, fr.

Eccles. L. eleemosyna, fr. Gk. ^X£7](JL0truvr),

'pity, mercy', in Eccles. Gk. 'charity, ahns', fr.

EXeT)|jL<ov, 'pitiful, merciful', fr. iXeoq, 'pity,

mercy', which is of uncertain, possibly imita-

tive, origin. Cp. almoner, eleemosynary, the

second element in frankalmoign, and the second

word in Kyrie eleison.

almuce, n., hood, headdress. — OF. almuce, au-

muce (F. aumusse), fr. VL. almucia. See amice,

'hood, headdress', and cp. words there referred

to.

almud, almnde, n., a dry measure. — Arab, al-

mudd, fr. al-, 'the', and mudd, 'a com measure',

fr. mddda, 'he extended, stretched', which is rel.

to Heb. mdddd, 'he measured', middd", 'meas-

ure, stature, size', Akkad. madddu, 'to measure'.

almuerzo, n., breakfast. — Sp., fr. almorzar, 'to

breakfast', fr. L. admorsus, pp. of admordere,

'to bite into', fr. ad- and mordere, 'to bite'. See

mordant,

almug, also algum, n., a tree mentioned in the

Bible, prob. the sandalwood (the first form oc-

curs I Kings 10:11-12, the second II Chron.

2:7 and 9: lo-ii). — Heb. almuggfm, resp. al-

gummtm (pi.). The singular of these words must

be almdgk, resp. algOm, so that the forms

almug and algum are incorrect. They should be

replaced by almog, resp. algom.

alnage, n., measurement by the ell. — OF. aul-

nage (F. aunage), fr. aulne, 'ell', fr. Prankish

*alina, prop, 'forearm', which is rel. to OHG.
elina, OE. ein, 'ell'. See ell and -age.

Derivative: alnag-er. n.

Alnus, n., a genus of plants; the alder (bat.) —
L. alnus, cogn. with ON. obi, OE. alor, 'alder'.

See alder,

alodial, alodium, n. — See allodial, allodium,

aloe, n. — L. aloe, fr. Gk. aX6r), 'aloe', prob.

borrowed fr. Heb. dkdltm, akdldth (pi.), which

are perhaps borrowed fr. OI. agaruh, aguruk,

'aloewood', these latter being prob. of Dravid-

ian origin. Cp. agalloch.

aloetic, adj. containing, or of the nature of, aloes;

n., an aloetic medicine. — Formed with suff.

-etic fr. Gk. aXoT], 'aloe'. See aloe,

aloft, adv.— ON. d lopt, 'in the air', whence arose

the meaning 'on high'. See a-, 'on', and loft,

aloin, n., a bitter crystalline substance (chem:) —
Formed fr. aloe with chem. suff. -in; so called

because it is obtained from the aloe.

aloisiite, n., a hydrous subsilicate of calcium,

ferrum, magnesium and sodium (mineral.) —

,

Named after Prince Luigi (Latinized into Aloi-

sius) Amedeo of Savoy, Duke of the Abruzzi.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

alone, adj. — ME. al one, 'all alone', fr. al, 'all',

and one, fr. OE. dn, 'one, alone'. Cp. Du. alleen,

MHG. al-ein, al-eine, G. allein, 'alone', and see

all and one. Cp. also lone,

along, adv. and prep.— ME. anlong, along, fr. OE.

andlang, which is compounded oiand-, 'against',

and lang, 'long'. The first element is cogn. with

Gk. avTt, 'against', L. ante, 'before' ; see ante-,

anti-. For the second element see long, adj.

aloof, adv. — Originally a nautical term formed

on the analogy of Du. te loef, 'to windward'.

See loof, luff,

alopecia, n. baldness. — L., fr. Gk. aXwTrexia,

'mange in foxes, bald patches (on the head)',

fr. aXwTrriS, gen. dXcoTrexo;, 'fox', which is perh.

cognate with L. \ulpes, 'fox' See Vulpes and cp.

Alopecurus. For the ending see suff. -ia.

Alopecurus, n., the genus of foxtails (bot.) —
ModL., lit. 'fox tail', fr. Gk. aXco7r»)L 'fox', and

oup4, 'tail' (see alopecia and urp-, 'taillike') ; so

called from the shape of the spike.

alose, n., a small fish, the shad. — F., fr. L.

alausa, a word of Gaulish origin. See G.-D.

Dottin, La langue gauloise, Paris 1920, p. 225,

and cp. anice.

aloud, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and loud.

alow, adv., below (naut.) — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and low, adj.



Aloysius

ML. Ahisius, fr. OF.Aloysius, masc. PN.

Loois. See Louis.

alp, a high mountain. — L. Alpes, 'the Alps', lit.

'the High Mountains', from non-Aryan base

*alb-, 'high; mountain', whence also Gael, alp,

W. ailp, 'a high mountain* (cp. Albion). The

connection of this word with L. albus, 'white',

is based on folk etymology. S^ePokorny in Zeit-

schrift fur Keltische Philologie, 38, 313.

alp, a demon. — G. Alp, 'elf; rel. to E. elf (q.v.)

alpaca, n., a kind of llama and its wool. — Sp.

alpaca, fr. Quechua alpaca, fr. paco, 'yellowish

red'.

alpenstock, n., a long iron-pointed staff used for

climbing mountains. — G., lit. 'Alp stick', com-

pounded olAlpen, 'the Alps', and Stock, 'stick'.

See alp, 'a high mountain', and stock,

alpha, n., name of the ist letter of the Greek al-

phabet. — L., fr. Gk. axtfoi, fr. Heb.-Phoen.

dleph; see aleph. The final a was added because

a Greek word cannot end with a 9; cp. beta,

gamma, delta, eta, theta, iota, kappa, lambda,

Sigma. See Theodor Noldeke, Die semitischen

Buchstabennamen, in Beitrage zur semitischen

Sprachwissenschaft, Strassburg, 1904, pp. 134

and 135, and Eduard Schwyzer, Griechische

Grammatik, Munchen, 1939, I, 140 y.

alphabet, n. — L. alphabetum, compounded of

Gk. S.'k'^a and PrJTa, names of the first two

letters of the Greek alphabet. See alpha and

beta.

Derivatives: alphabet, tr. v., alphabet-ar-ian, n.,

alphabet-ic, alphabet-ic-al, adjs., alphabet-ic-al-

ly, adv., alphabet-ics, n. pi., alphabet-ism, n.,

alphabet-is t, n. alphabet-ize, tr. v., alphabet-iz-

ation, n., alphabet-iz-er, n.

alphitomancy, n., divination from barley meal. —
Compounded of Gk. aXipixov, 'barley groats',

and [xavTEia, 'oracle, divination'. Gk. 61X91,

aXtpiTov orig. meant 'white (grain)' and are rel.

to aXcpo;, 'white', and cogn. with L. albus, 'white'

;

see alb. For the second element see -mancy.

alphitomorphous, adj
.
, of the form of barley meal.

—Compounded of Gk. i3t>.9iTov, 'barley groats',

and (jio?97), 'form, shape'. See prec. word and

-morphous.

Alphonso, masc. PN. — Sp. Alfonso, fr. OHG.
Adalfuns, which is compounded of adal, 'noble

family, noble descent' (see atbeling), and funs,

'ready'.

alphos, n., a form of leprosoy (med.) — Gk.

aX^oc,, 'dull-while leprosy' (whence L. alphus,

of s.m.) ; cogn. with L. albus, 'white'. See alb.

Alpine, adj., pertaining to the Alps. — L. Al-

piiius, fr. Alpes, the Alps". See alp and adj.

sufT. -ine.

Alpinist, n., one who climbs the Alps or other

mountains. See Alpine and -ist.

alraun, n., the mandrake root. — G. Alraun, fr.

OHG. alrikna, fr. Albruna, a name given to

seeresses (see Tacitus, Germania, chapter 8).

The name Albruna lit. means 'having the secret
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power of the Albs' ; it is compounded of Alb

and riina, 'secret'. See rune,

already, adj. — Compounded of all and ready,

alright, adv. — Compounded of all and right.

Alsatia, n. — ML. Alisatia, Alsdtia (whence also

F. Alsace), Latinized fr. OHG. eti-sd^so 'in-

habitant of the other (bank of the Rhine)',

whence G. Elsafi, name of the province. The

first element in OHG. eli-sasso is rel. to Goth.

aljis, 'other', OE. elles, 'otherwise' ; see else. The

second element is rel. to OHG. sissan, OE.

sittan, 'to sit, dwell' ; see sit.

Derivatives: Alsatian, adj. and n.

al segno, musical direction to go back to the sign.

— It., 'to the sign'. The first word is formed fr.

a, 'to' (fr. L. ad), and the def. article il (fr. L.

ille, 'that one'). See ad- and ilie and cp. alfresco.

The second word derives fr. L. signum, 'sign'.

See sign and cp. dal segno,

alsike, alsike clover, (hot.) — Named fr. Alsike,

near Uppsala, in Sweden.

Alsine, n., a genus of herbs of the chickweed

family (tor.) — L., name of a plant, perh. 'the

chickweed', fr. Gk. ixXctivt).

Al Sirat, n., in the Koran, 'the right way' of faith;

the narrow bridge leading over the fire of hell

{Islam). — Arab, al-sirdt, 'the road', fr. al-,

'the', and sirdt, 'road', fr. Aram, isthdtd, isrdtd,

fr. Late Gk. dxpaxa, fr. L. strata (scil. via), lit.

'paved way'. See street.

also, adv. — ME. al so, fr. OE. alswd, selswd,

ealswd, prop, 'all so'. See all, so, and cp. as.

alt, n. — L. altus, 'high, lofty, tall; high, shrill

(of voice)'. Altus is the pp. oialere, 'to nourish',

and lit. means 'nourished, grown up'. See old

and cp. aliment. Cp. also haughty, hauteur,

hawser, enhance, exalt, the first element in haut-

boy, oboe, and the second element in rialto.

Altaur, n., a first magnitude star, a Aquilae (as-

tron.) — Arab. al-(dir, shortened fr. al-nasr al-

Idir, 'the flying eagle', fr. al-, 'the', and fair, part,

of tdra, 'it flew'.

altar, n. — ME. alter, fr. OE. altar, it. L. altdre,

'altar', which is prob. rel. to adoled, adolere,

'to burn', a verb dissimilated fr. orig. *adaleid;

hence L. altdre orig. meant 'a place for burning

(sacrifices)'. It was influenced in form by an er-

roneous association with altus, 'high' (as if al-

tdre meant 'a high place'). Cp. ME. outer, fr.

OF. alter, outer (F. autel).

Derivative: altar-ed, adj.

altazimuth, n., an instrument for observing the

altitude and azimuth of a star {astron.)— Com-

pounded of the abbreviation of altitude and

of azimuth.

alter, tr. and intr. v. — F. alterer, fr. Late L. al-

terdre, 'to change', fr. L. alter, 'the other (of

two)', which stands for *aliteros, *alitros, *altros,

and is formed with the compar. suff. -lerfi. base

*ali-, 'there, beyond', whence also alius, 'an-

other'. Hence alter and alius lit. denote 'one

who stands there'; the former—in keeping with
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the sense of the compar. suff. -ter—denotes 'the

other of two', the latter means 'another picked

out of many (at least three) persons'. See alias,

else and cp. altercate, altem, alternate, adulter-

ate, adultery, altruism. For the compar. suff. -ter

see -ther and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: alter-able, adj. alter-abil-ity, n.,

alter-ation, n., alter-at-ive, adj.

altercate, intr. v., to dispute, quarrel. — L. al-

tercdtus pp. of altercdri, to dispute, wrangle,

quarrel', fr. *altercus, 'disputing', fr. alter, 'an-

other'. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

altercation, n., dispute, quarrel. — F., fr. L.

altercdtidnem, ace. of altercdtid, 'a dispute,

wrangling', fr. altercdtus, pp. of allercdri. See

altercate and -ion.

altern, adj., alternate. — L. alternus, 'one after

the other', fr. alter, 'the other (of two)'. See

alter and cp. subaltern,

alternant, adj. and n. — L. alterndns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of alterndre. See alternate and -ant.

alternate, tr. and intr. v. — L. alterndtus, pp. of

alterndre, 'to do first one thing, then another,

to alternate', fr. alternus. See altern and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: alternat-ing, adj., alternat-ing-ly,

adv., alternation (q.v.), alternative (q.v.)

alternate, adj. — L. alterndtus, pp. of alterndre.

See alternate, v.

Derivatives: alternate-ly, adv., alternate-ness, n.

alternation, n. — L. alterndtio, -dnis, fr. alter-

ndtus, pp. oi alterndre. See alternate, v., and -ion.

alternative, adj. and n. — ML. alterndtivus, fr.

L. alterndtus, pp. of alterndre. See alternate, v.,

and -ive.

Derivatives: alternative-ly, adv., alternate-

ness, n.

Althaea, n., a genus of plants of the marsh family

(hot.) — L., fr. Gk. aX&aia, 'marsh mallow',

which is rel. to aXO-aivsw, 'to heal', xXSt),

'growth', (xXSrjcTxeiv, 'to grow', aXSaiveiv, 'to

make to grow, to nourish'; fr. l.-E. base *aldh-,

resp. *ald-, enlarged fr. *al-, 'to nourish, grow'.

See old and words there referred to and cp. esp.

alt.

although, conj.— Compounded of all and though.

Cp. ME. al thagh.

alti-, combining form meaning 'high'. — L. alti-,

fr. altus, 'high'. See alt.

Altica, a genus of beetles of the family Chryso-

melidae {entomol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. aXTixo.;,

'good at leaping', from the stem of SXkca^ixi,

'to leap, jump', which is cogn. with L. salire,

'to leap, jump'. See salient,

altigraph, n., an altimeter recording the altitudes

reached. — A hybrid coined fr. L. altus, 'high',

and Gk. -jptxtfoq, fr. Ypd(9eiv, 'to write'. See
alt and -graph.

altimeter, an instrument for measuring altitudes.

— A hybrid coined fr. L. altus, 'high', and Gk.
Mirpov, 'measure'. See alt and meter, 'poetical

rhythm', and cp. altometer.

altissimo, adj. and n. (music). — It., superl. of

alto, 'high'. See alto,

altitude, n., height. — L. altitddd, 'height', fr.

altus, 'high'. See alt and -tude.

Derivatives: altitudin-al, adj., altitudin-arian,

adj. and n.

alto, n. (music). — It., fr. L. altus, 'high'. See alt

and cp. contralto,

altogether, adv. — ME. altogedere, compounded
of al, 'air, and togedere, 'together'. See all and

together,

altometer, n., a theodolite. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. altus, 'high' and Gk. (xsTpov, 'measure'.

See alt and meter, 'poetical rhythm', and cp.

altimeter,

alto-relievo, also alto-rilievo, high relief. — It.

altorilievo, 'high relief. See alt and relief, 'pro-

jection', and cp. mezzo-relievo,

altruism, n., unselfishness,''the opposite oi egoism.
— F. altruisme, coined by A.Comte in 1830 fr.

L. alter, 'another', on analogy of OF., F. autrui,

'another', whose ending is due to the influence

of lui, 'he'. See alter and -ism.

altruist, n., a person who believes in altruism. —
See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives : altruist-ic, adj., altruisl-ic-al-ly, adv.

aludel, n. a pear-shaped pot open at both ends,

so that a series of such pots can be placed one

above another; used for sublimation. — F., fr.

Sp. aludel, fr. Arab, al-uthdl, 'a pot used for

sublimation', fr. al-, 'the', and Gk. al^aXr,,

'sublimed vapor', a derivative of aii>eiv, 'to

burn'. See ether.

Aludra, n., name of a constellation in the zodiac.

— Arab. al-'Adhrd', fr. al-, 'the', and 'adhrd',

'a virgin', from the stem of 'ddharat, 'she was

a virgin'.

alula, n., the bastard wing of birds (ornithol.) —
ModL., dimin. of L. dla, 'wing'. See aisle and

-ule.

alum, n. — OF. alum (whence F. alun), fr. L.

alQmen, 'alum', lit. 'bitter salt', cogn. with Gk.

aXiiSoLfio?, 'bitter', OE. ealo, alo, 'ale', ON.
ol, of s.m. See ale and cp. alumina, aluta, alu-

taceous.

Derivative: alum, tr. v.

alumin-, form of alumino- before a vowel.

alumina, n., aluminum oxide (chem.) — Fr. L.

alumen, gen. aluminis. See alum.

aluminite, n., a hydrous aluminum sulfate (mi-

neral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr.

aluminum.

aluminium, n. — The same as aluminum (q.v.)

alumino-, before a vowel alumin-, combining form

for aluminum.

aluminum, also aluminium, n. — ModL., coined

by the English chemist Sir Humphrey Davy

(1778-1829) fr. L. alOmen, 'alum'. He gave the

new element the name aluminum, but changed

it later to aluminium. See alum and cp. the

second element in duralumin.

alumnus, n., pupil; graduate of a college or uni-



aiurgite

versity. — L. alumnus, 'a nursling, foster-son,

disciple', for *alo-menos, prop. pass. pres. part.

of alere, 'to nourish' ; see old and cp. alt. For

the sufT. *-menos cp. Gk. -\xs^oc„ the suiT. of the

med. and pass, part., and L. fe-mina, 'woman',

lit. 'suckling (woman)', and see feminine. Cp.

also the suffixes of the words Aeschynomene,

calumny, catechumen, element, column, ecumen-

ic, energumen, hapax legomenon, hegumen,

noumenon, phenomenon, prolegomenon,

aiurgite, n., a purplish manganese mica (mineral)

— Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. aXoupYTfj?,

'genuine purple dye', lit. 'wrought in or by the

sea', which is compounded of aXc, (fem.), 'sea',

and cpyov, 'work'. See halieutic and ergon,

alushtite, n., a hydrous aluminum silicate {min-

eral) — Named after Alushta in the Crimea.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

aluta, n., a kind of soft leather. — L., for alu-ta,

lit. 'leather prepared by means of alum', rel. to

alUmen, 'alum'. See alum,

alutaceous, adj., resembling aluta. — L. alutacius,

fr. alata. See prec. word and -aceous.

alveolar, adj., pertaining to alveoli. — Formed

with suff. -ar fr. L. alveolus. See alveolus,

alveolate, adj., pitted with small cavities, as a

honeycomb. — L. alveoldtus, fr. alveolus. See

next word and adj. suff. -ate.

alveolus, n., a small cavity. — L. alveolus, dimin.

of alveus, 'a hollow, cavity', which is rel. to al-

vus, 'belly', and cogn. with Gk. a\)\6z, 'tube,

pipe', Sv-auXo?, 'channel, riverbed', auX<ov,

'hollow way, defile, ravine, glen, channel, strait',

OSl. uliji, Lith. aulys, Lett. aHlis, 'beehive', lit.

'a trunk hollowed out', OSlav. ulica, 'defile;

courtyard', Lith. aiVas, Lett, aule, 'leg of a

boot', OPruss. aulis, 'shinbone'. Arm. ui, uii,

'way', yli, 'pregnant'. For the correspondence

of Gk. auXo? and L. alvus, alveus, cp. Gk.

veOpov, 'nerve', with L. nervus, of s.m., and

Gk. TTaGpo?, 'little,smair, withL.parvui, of s.m.

For the ending see suff. -ole. Cp. carol, hy-

draulic.

alvite, n., a hydrous silicate containing yttrium

and other metals (mineral.)— Named after Alve

in Norway. For the ending see subst. sulT. -ite.

alway, adv., always (archaic or poetic). — ME.,

lit. 'all (the) way'. See all and way.

always, adv. — Formed fr. prec. word with adv.

gen. suff. -s.

alypin, alypine, a crystalline compound (pharm.)

— Formed with chem. suff. -in, -ine, fr. Gk.

liXuTTOi;, 'painless', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and

X67I7), 'pain', whence XOtteIv, 'to give pain to,

to pain, grieve', XuTrrjpoQ, 'painful' (rel. to

Xi5Ttp6?, 'wretched, distressed'); so called be-

cause of its anesthetic nature. Gk. XfjTnf) is of

uncertain origin. It is perh. cogn. with OL
lumpdti, 'breaks, hurts, damages'. See leaf and

cp. library.

Alyssum, n., a genus of plants of the mustard

family {hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. SXu<t<tov, 'mad-
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wort', prop. neut. of the adj. itXijaooQ, 'curing

madness', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and Xuoaa,

Att. XuTxa, 'rage, fury, madness, frenzy'. See

lyssa.

alytarch, n., chief of police at the Olympic games.

— L. alytarcha, fr. Gk. oXuTdtpxii?, fr. aXuTSi;,

'police officer (esp. at Olympic games)', and

oL^Xoc,, 'leader, chief, ruler'. The first element

stands for 'faXii-Ta?, lit. 'staff carrier', and is

cogn. with Goth, walus, 'staff', ON. voir, 'a

round stick', fr. I.-E. base *wal-, *wel-, 'to turn,

bend, twist, roll'. See volute and cp. words there

referred to. For the second element see arch-,

am, V. — OE. eom, earn, am, rel. to ON. em,

Goth, im, for I.-E. *esmi, whence also OI. dsmi,

Hitt. esmi. Arm. em, Gk. e.i\d, Lesbian and

Thessal. E|xtii, Dor. tjiii, Alb. jam, L. sum

(formed on the analogy of the plural sumus, 'we

are'), OSlav. jesmi, Lith. esmi, OPruss. asmai,

Olr. am, 'I am', fr. I.-E. base *es-, 'to be'. See

esse and cp. are, art, is.

Amabel, fem. PN. — Lit. 'lovable', fr. L. ama-

bilis, fr. amare, 'to love'. See amatory and cp.

the PN.s Amandus, Amanda, Amy.

amadou, n., a spongy substance.— F., fr. Proven?.

amadou, lit. 'loving, amorous', fr. L. amdtor,

'lover' (see amatory) ; so called from the inflam-

mability of the substance.

amain, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and main,

'strength'.

amalgam, n., i) a mixture of mercury with a

metal or metals ; 2) a mixture, blend.— F. amal-

game, fr. ML. amalgama, dissimil. fr. Arab, al-

malgham, which is formed fr. Arab, al-, 'the'

and Syr. mdldgmd, fr. Gk. (ji<xXaY[ia, 'a soft

mass', fr. liaXaaCTCiv, 'to soften', fr. (xaXaxoi;,

'soft'. See malaco- and cp. Amalthaea.

Derivatives: amalgam, v. (q.v.), amalgam-ate,

tr. and intr. v., amalgam-at-ion, n., amalgam-al-

ive, adj., amalgam-at-or, n., amalgam-ist, n.,

amalgam-ize, tr. v., amalgam-iz-at-ion, n.

amalgam, tr. and intr. v., to amalgamate. — F.

amalgamer, fr. amalgame. See amalgam, n.

Amalthaea, Amalthea, n., the nurse of Zeus

(Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. 'AixiXdcia, which

is prob. rel. to naX^axo?, 'soft, light, weak',

ptaXaxoc, 'soft'. See malaco- and cp. amalgam.

Amanda, fem. PN. — Lit. 'worthy to be loved',

fem. of arrumdus, gerundive of amare, 'to love'.

See amatory and cp. Amabel and names there

referred to. For other Latin gerundives used in

English cp. agenda and words there referred to.

Amandus, masc. PN. — L. See prec. word.

amanuensis, n., a person employed to write from

dictation; secretary. — L. amanuensis, formed

with suff. -ensU from the phrase servus a manu,

'a servant from the hand', i.e. 'a servant writing

from dictation'. See pref. a-, 'from', and

manual.

Amaiv, n., a genus of beetles, the ground beetle

(jsntomol) — ModL., fr. Gk. ipuipa, 'trench'

which is prob. rel. to S[xiri, 'shovel, mattock'

59
ambages

(whence Sia^av, 'to cut through, clear away'),

and cogn. with OSlav. jama, 'a pit'.

amaranth, n., i) a mythical plant that never fades;

2) any plant of the genus Amaranthus; 3) purple

color. — Gk. d|j,apavTO<;, 'unfading; amaranth',

fr. dt- (see priv. pref. a-), and the stem of (locpat-

vEiv, 'to put out, quench, extinguish, to make

to waste away', fr. I.-E. base *mer-, 'to rub,

consume, wear away'; see smart, v., and cp.

marasmus.The ending ofamaranth (for amarant)

is due to the influence of plant names formed

with Gk. av^oi;, 'flower'.

amaranthine, adj., i) unfading, undying; 2) of

purple color. — Coined by Milton fr. amaranth

and adj. suff. -ine.

Amaranthus, n., a genus ofplants (hot)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. (ijjLapavTo?. See amaranth,

amargoso, n., the bark of the goatbush. — Sp.,

lit. 'bitter', fr. VL. "amdricosus, fr. L. amdrus.

See amarine.

amarillo, n., any of several tropical American

trees. — Sp., for *ambarillo, fr. Arab, 'anbart,

'amber-colored', fr. 'dnbar, 'amber'. See amber,

amarine, amarin, n., a poisonous compound

(chem.) — Formed with chem. suff. -ine, -in, fr.

L. amdrus, 'bitter', which is cogn. with ON. apr,

'sharp', Swed., Norw., Du. amper, 'sharp, bit-

ter', OE. ampre, OHG. ampfaro, MHG., G.

ampfer, 'sorrel', OI. amldh, ambldh, 'sour';

wood sorrel'. Arm. amok', 'sweet, Alb. tamVs,

'(curdled) milk', embk, 'sweet' ; fr. I.-E. *am-ro-,

fr. base *am-, 'bitter', which is rel. to *omo-,

'raw, unripe', in OI. amah, 'raw, unripe, un-

cooked', Gk. to[i.6<;, of s.m. See omo-, 'raw, un-

ripe', and cp. amargoso, maraschino, margosa,

and the second element in picamar. For the -re-

formative element cp. Gk. Kix-poi;, 'bitter' (see

picric).

amaryllid, n., any plant of the order of Amarylli-

daceae (hot.) — See Amaryllis and -id.

Amaryllidaceae, n. pi., an order of plants. —
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae from the PN.

"AiJiapuXXi:;, gen. 'A[xapuXXi8o?. See Amaryllis,

a genus of plants.

Amaryllis, n., name of a shepherdess in Theocri-

tus' Idyls. — L., fr. Gk. AfitxpuXXti;.

Amaryllis, n., a genus of plants (hot.) — From
prec. word.

amass, tr. v., to pile up.— F. amasser, 'to accumu-
late, heap up', fr. Late L. *admassdre, fr. ad-

and massdre, 'to heap up', fr. L. massa, 'a lump,

mass'. See mass.

Derivatives: amass-er, n., amass-ment, n.

awa^a, n., absence of the breasts. — Medical
L., fr. Gk. Sfiatrro!;, 'without breasts', fr. i-

(see priv. pref. a-) and (juxord?, 'breast'. See

masto- and -ia.

•mateur, n. — F., 'lover of something, amateur',

fr. L. amdtdrem, ace. of amdtor, 'lover', fr. amd-
tu3, pp. of amare, 'to love'. See amative.

Derivatives: amateur, adj., amateur-ish, adj.,

amateur-ish-ly, adv., amateur-ish-ness, n.

Amati, n., a violin made by a member of the

Amati family at Cremona (i6th and 17th cent.)

amative, adj., pertaining to love, amatory. —
Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. amdtus, pp. of amd-

re, 'to love', from the I.-E. infantile imitative

base *ama-, whence also amita, 'father's sister',

amicus, 'friend'. Cp. Gk. ASafAveiv, 'to love'

(Hesychius), which is formed fr. Phrygian in-

tensive pref. d8- and *i.\rttlv, 'to love'. See

aunt and cp. Amabel, amadou, Amanda, Aman-

dus, amateur, amenity, amiable, amicable, amity,

amorous, amour, enamor, enemy, enmity, ina-

morato, inimical.

amatol, n., an explosive containing ammonium
nitrate and trinitrotoluene. — Coined fr. the

abbreviations of ainmonium and toluene.

amatory, adj., pertaining to, or showing, sexual

love. — L. amdtorius, 'loving, amorous, ama-

tory', fr. amdtus, pp. of amare. See amative and

-ory.

Derivatives: amatory, n., amatori-al, adj., ama-

tori-al-ly, adv., amatori-an, adj.

amaurosis, n., decay or loss of sight (med.)— Gk.

d[jLai!ipco(Tt<;, 'a darkening', fr. diiaupo?, 'dark,

dim, dull, faint'. See Moor and cp. words there

referred to. For the ending see suff. -osis.

amaze, tr. v. — ME. amasen, fr. OE. dmasian, fr.

intensive pref. a- and -masian. See maze.

Derivatives: amaze, n., bewilderment (poetic),

amaz-ed, adj., amaz-ed-ly, adv., amaz-ed-ness,

n., amaze-ment, n.

Amazon, n., a member of a race of female war-

riors in Scythia (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.

A(ia?<ov, which prob. derives fr. Heb. ammitz,

'strong'. The form of the word 'A(ia^cbv was

prob. influenced by the folk etymology accord-

ing to which 'A(xa!;a)v lit. means 'without

breast', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and \ia.K6q,

'breast' (the Amazons are said to have cut off

their right breasts in order to use the bow with

more ease).

Derivatives; Amazon-ian, adj., and n., Amazon-

ism, n.

Amazon, n., name of the largest river in the world

in volume. — Sp. Amazonas, from prec. word;

so called by Francisco Orellana after his battle

with the Tapuyas (in 1541), in allusion to the

circumstance that the women of the tribe

helped the men in their fight. Cp. next word.

amazonite, n., a green variety of microline (min-

eral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite from the

name of the Amazon River, near which it occurs.

ambages, n. pi., a roundabout way. — L. am-

bdges, 'a roundabout way', lit. 'a going round',

compounded of ambi-, 'about', and dg-, length-

ened form of the stem of agere, 'to move, drive'.

See ambi- and agent, adj., and cp. ambiguoos.

Cp. also amt, ambassador, embassy. For dg-,

lengthened form of the stem of agere, cp. L. in-

ddgdre, to trace out, investigate', which is form-

ed fr. ind(u)-, 'in', and dg-, lengthened form of

the stem of agere (see indagate).



ambagious

ambagious, adj., circuitous. — Formed with sufif.

-ous fr. L. ambages. See prec. word.

Derivatives: ambagious-ly, adv., ambagious-

ness, n.

ambassador, n., a diplomat of the highest rank.—

F. ambassadeur, fr. It. ambasciatore, fr. ambas-

ciata, 'embassy'. See embassy.

Derivatives; ambassador-ial, adj., ambassador-

ial-ly, adv.

ambassadress, n. — Formed fr. ambassador with

suff. -ess.

ambatoarlnite,!!., a carbonate of the cerium met-

als and strontium (mineral.) — Named after

Ambatoarina in Madagascar. For the ending

see subst. suff. -Ite.

amber, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) ambre, fr. Arab.

•dnbar, 'ambergris'. Cp. It. ambra, Sp., Port.

ambar, alambar, which all derive fr. Arab, 'dn-

bar. Cp. also amariUo. Cp. also ambrosia and

the second element in next word and in Liquid-

ambar, pomander.

Derivatives: amber, adj. and tr. v., amber-y,

adj.

ambergris, adj. — F. ambre gris, 'gray amber'.

For the first word see amber. F. gris is borrowed

fr. Prankish *gris, which is rel. to Du. grijs, 'gray',

OS., OHO., MHG. gris, 'gray', G. Greis, 'old

man', and prob. also to OE. grxg, 'gray'. See

grizzle, 'gray', and cp. gray and words there re-

ferred to.

amberite, n., an explosive. — Formed fr. amber

with subst. suff. -ite; so called because it re-

sembles amber.

ambi-, before a vowel amb-, combining form

meaning 'both, on both sides'.— L. ambi-, amb-,

'around, round about', rel. to ambo, 'both', and

cogn. with Gk. a(jL!pi, 'round about', OI. abkl-

(ah, Avestic aiwi-to, 'on both sides', OE. ymbe,

OS., OHG. umbi, ON. umb, urn, MHG. umbe,

Umbe, G. um, Gaul, ambi-, Olr. imb-, imm-,

imme-, 'round about, about', and with Gk. dtixcpw,

'both', Toch. A dmpi, ampe, B ant-api, OI. ub-

hdu, Avestic uwa, OSlav. oba, Lith. abu, Lett.

abi, OPruss. abbai, Goth, bai, OE. bd, 'both'.

See both and cp. amphi- and the first element in

ambsace, ancile, ancillary, ancipital, umlaut. Cp.

also ember days.

ambidexter, adj., using both hands with equal

facility. — ML. ambidexter, compounded of

ambi- and L. dexter, 'on the right side, right'.

See dexter.

Derivatives: ambidexter, n., ambidexter-ity, n.,

ambidextrous (q.v.)

ambidextrous, adj. — See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: ambidextrous-ly, adv., ambidex-

Irous-ness, n.

ambient, adj., surrounding. — L. ambiens, gen.

-entis, 'going round', pres. part, of ambire, 'to

go round, surround', compounded of ambi-,

'about, around', and ire, 'to go'. See ambi- and

itinerate and cp. ambition. Cp. also andante,

ambiguity, n.— F. ambiguity, fr. L. ambiguitdtem,
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ace. of ambiguitds, 'double meaning', fr. ambi-

guus. See ambiguous and -ity.

ambiguous, adj., unclear; doubtful. — L. ambi-

guus, 'having double meaning, shifting, change-

able, doubtful', h.ambigere, 'to wander about',

which stands for *amb-agere, fr. ambi-, 'about,

around', and agere, 'to set in motion, drive' ; see

ambi- and agent. For the change of Latin a (in

agere) to i (in amb-igere) see abigeat and cp.

words there referred to. For E. -ous, as equivalent

to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: ambiguous-ly, adv., ambiguous-

ness, n.

ambit, n., a circuit. — L. ambitus, 'a going round,

circuit', fr. ambitus, pp. of ambire, 'to go round'.

See ambient and cp. ambition,

ambition, n. — F., fr. L. ambitionem, ace. of am-

bitio, 'a going round', esp. 'a going round of

candidates canvassing for office', whence 'a de-

sire for honor', fr. ambitus, pp. of ambire,

'to go round'. See ambient and -ion and cp.

ambit.

ambitious, adj. — L. ambitiosus, 'going about in

order to canvass for office', hence 'anxious to

please, ostentatious', fr. ambitio, gen. -onis. See

ambition and -ous.

Derivatives : ambitious-ly, 2Ldv.,ambilious-ness, n.

ambivalence, ambivalency, n., simuUaneous con-

flicting feelings {psychol.) — Compounded of

ambi- and valence resp. valency; introduced by

Sigmund Freud.

amble, intr. v., to go at an easy gait. — ME., fr.

OF. ambler, fr. L. ambuldre, 'to go about, walk',

which prob. stands for *amb-al-dre, fr. amb-

(see amb-) and I.-E. base *al-, 'to go', whence

also Gk. &M, 'ceaseless roaming', oXaa^at,

aXaiveiv, 'to wander about', (xXTj-rr)?, 'beggar',

Lett, aluot, 'to wander about', L. alucinari, 'to

wander in mind'. See hallucinate and cp. am-

bulance, ambulate, funambulist, noctambulism,

somnambulism. Cp. also Alastor, aleatory, Aleo-

chara, alley, 'a narrow passage', exile, purlieu.

Derivatives: amble, n., amble-ing, adj.

amble, n., an easy gait. — ME., fr. F. amble, fr.

OF. ambler. See amble, v.

ambly-, combining form meaning 'blunt'. — Gk.

dtaBXu-, fr. AapX'i;, 'dull, blunt, dim', which

prob. stands for *a-(i.X-u;, and is rel. to [xaXa-

x6(;, 'soft'. See malaco- and cp. amalgam, Amal-

thea.

amblyopia, n., weakening of the eyesight, the first

stage of amaurosis (med.) — Medical L., com-

pounded of ambly- and Gk. -coTttS, fr. u^i, gen.

wTToq, 'eye, face'. See -opia.

ambo, n., a large pulpit in early Christian church-

es. — ML., fr. Gk. ac(iPwv, 'a ridge', in Middle

Greek also 'pulpit'; of uncertain origin.

ambos, incus (anat.) — G. Ambofi, 'anvil'. See

beat, 'to strike', and cp. beetle, 'mallet'.

amboyna, amboyna wood. — So called from Am-

boyna Island, one of the Moluccas.

ambrite, n., a fossil resin. — Formed fr. amber
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with subst. suff. -ite; so called because it re-

sembles amber.

Ambrose, masc. PN.— L. Ambrosius, fr. Gk. au.-

PpAoio!;, 'immortal, belonging to immortals' . See

ambrosia.

ambrose, n., the wood sage. — ME., fr. F. am-

broise (now ambroisie), fr. L. ambrosia. See

next word.

ambrosia, n., the food (sometimes the drink) of

the gods in Greek mythology. — Gk. dfxppoaia,

fem. of aixppoOTo?, a word generally explained

in the sense of 'immortal' and regarded as a

lengthened form of afj-PpoTO?, 'immortal'. A.W.
Verrall has proved, however, that the true

meaning of ajj.|3p6aio; is 'fragrant'. (For the

exquisite smell of ambrosia cp. Homer, Odys-

sey, i8, 192-3.) 'AjiPpoCTio? is prob. a Semitic

loan word, with the original meaning 'as fra-

grant as ambergris; pertaining to am6er', and

aixflpofsta stands for a(iPpo<jia IScoSy), 'amber-

like food'. Cp. Arab, 'dnbar (pronounced 'am-

bar'), 'ambergris', and see amber. See also

nectar.

Derivatives: ambrosi-ac, adj., ambrosial, adj.

(q.v.), ambrosi-an, ambrosi-ate, adjs.

ambrosial, adj. — Coined by Milton fr. L. am-

brosius, fr. Gk. ajiPpoCTioi;. See ambrosia and adj.

suff. -aL

ambry, n., cupboard; closet {archaic). — ME. al-

mary, aumbry, fr. OF. almarie, armarie (F. ar-

moire), 'cupboard', fr. L. armarium, 'closet,

chest', lit. 'a place where arms are kept', fr. arma,

gen. armdrum, 'arms; tools, instruments, uten-

sils'. Cp. It. and Sp. armaria, OProven?. armari,

and see arm, 'weapon', armory,

ambsace, n., double aces. — OF. ambes as, fr. L.

amhds, fem. ace. of ambo, 'both', and L. as,

'unity, unit'. See ambi- and ace.

ambulance, n. — F., fr. earlier hopital ambulant

lit. 'a walking hospital', fr. L. ambuldns gen.

-antis. See next word and -ce.

ambulant, adj. — L. ambuldns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of ambuldre. See next word and -ant

ambulate, intr. v., to move about, walk. — L.

ambuldt-(um), pp. stem of ambuldre, 'to go

about, walk'. See amble and verbal suff. -ate

and cp. circiunambulate, perambulate,

ambulation, n. — L. ambutdtio, gen. -onis, fr. am-
buldt-{um), pp. stem of ambuldre. See prec.

word and -ion.

ambulatory, adj. — L. ambuldtorius, 'movable',

fr. ambuldt-(urri) pp. stem of ambuldre. See am-
bulate and adj. suff. -ory.

ambulatory, n. — ML. ambuldtorium, a noun
formed fr. L. ambuldtorius, 'movable'. See prec.

word and subst. sufT. -ory.

ambury, n. — See anbury,

ambuscade, n., ambush. — F. embuscade, Galli-

cized fr. It. imboscata (under the influence of
OF. embuscher), lit. 'a hiding in the bush', fr.

imboscare, fr. ML. imboscdre, 'to lie in the bush*.

See next word and -ade.

Derivatives: ambuscade, tr. and intr. v., am-

buscad-er, n.

ambush, tr. v.— OF. embuscher (F. embUcher), fr.

ML. imboscdre, 'to lie in the bush', fr. im-, 'in,

within', and boscus, 'bush'. See bush, 'shrub',

and cp. prec. word. Cp. also boscage, bosky.

Derivatives: ambush, n. (q.v.), ambush-er, n.,

ambushment (q.v.)

ambush, n. — OF. embusche (F. embUche), back

formation fr. embuscher. See prec. word.

ambushment, n. — OF. embuschement, fr. em-

buscher. See ambush, v., and -ment.

ameen, n,, official, inspector (Anglo-Ind.)—Hind.

amin, fr. Arab, amin, lit. 'trustworthy', fr. dmina,

'he was steady, firm, trustworthy' (whence A'ma-

na, 'he believed'); rel. to Heb. dmgn, 'verily,

truly'. See amen,

ameer, amir, n., a Mohammedan ruler. — Arab.

amtr, 'commander, prince', fr. dmara, 'he com-

manded'. See emir.

Ameiurus, n., a genus of catfishes (ichthyol.) —
ModL., formed fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk. pieiou-

poq, 'curtailed', which is compounded of the

stem of [idiuM, 'smaller, less', and oupa, 'tail'.

See meiosis and uro-, 'tail-'.

amelcorn, n. — G. Amelkorn, compounded of

Amel, 'starch', and Korn, 'grain' . The first element

derives fr. L. amylum, fr. Gk. a(iuXov, 'starch'

;

see amyl. The second element is rel. to E. corn,

'grain' (q.v.) Cp. emmer.

Amelia, fem. PN. — A Teutonic name lit. mean-

ing 'laborious'. Cp. ON. ama, 'to trouble', and

Amal, name of the ruling family of the Ostro-

goths. The name was confused later with the

name of the Roman gens Aemilia (see Emily).

ameliorate, tr. v., to make better; intr. v., to be-

come better. — Formed with verbal sufi". -ate

fr. F. ameliorer, which is refashioned after L.

melior, 'better', fr. OF. ameillorer, fr. OF. meil-

lor (whence F. meilleur), 'better', fr. L. melid-

rem, ace. of melior, 'better'. See meliorate.

Derivatives: amelioration (q.v.), amelior-at-ive,

adj., amelior-at-or, n.

amelioration, n., betterment, improvement. — F.

amelioration, fr. ameliorer. See prec. word and

-ion.

amellus, n., name of a flower. — L., 'the purple

Italian starwort', a word of Gaulish origin (see

G.-D.Dottin, La langue gauloise, p. 226). The

derivation of this word from the river name

Mella, as suggested by Servius in his commen-

tary on Virgil 4, 271, is folk etymology.

amen, interj., n., adv. and tr. v.— OE., fr. Eccles.

L. dmen, fr. Eccles. Gk. onir^, fr. Heb. amen,

'verily, truly, certainly', from stem a-m-n, 'to be

trustworthy, confirm, support', whence also

dmdn, 'he supported, nourished', he'emin, 'be

believed', emUnd", 'firmness, fidelity', umndm,

omndm, 'verily, truly, emith (for *ementh), sta-

bility, truth'. Cp. the related Syr. ammin, 'strong,

enduring', Aram. hemdnHthd, Syr. haymdnuthd,

'faithfubiess, truth', Arab, dmina, 'he was safe'.



amenable

dmuna, 'he was faithful', d'mana, 'he believed',

amin, 'faithful'. Cp. ameen. Cp. also mammon,

amenable, adj., answerable; willing; submissive.

— Formed with suff. -able fr. F. amener, 'to

lead, or bring up, to', fr. a, 'to' (see a), and

mener, 'to lead', fr. VL. mindre, 'to drive (ani-

mals) by shouting', fr. L. minarl, 'to threaten'.

The orig. meaning of L. minarl has survived in

Rum. mdna, 'to threaten'. See menace and -able.

Derivatives : amenabil-ity, n., amenable-ness, n.,

amenabl-y, adv.

amend, tr. and intr. v.—OF. (= F.) amender, fr. L.

emenddre, 'to correct, emend', with change of

suff. (cp. the same change of suff. in It. ammen-

dare and OProven^. amendar); fr. e-, 'out of
(see e-) and menda, 'defect, blemish', which is

cogn. with OI. mindd, 'physical blemish' (for

*mandd, influenced in form by OI. nindd,

'blame'), Olr. mennar, 'stain, blemish', mind,

'sign, mark', W. mann of s.m. Cp. emend, mend,

mendacious, mendicant,

amendment, n. — OF. (= F.) amendement, fr.

amender. See prec. word and -ment.

amends, n. — ME. amendes, fr. OF. amendes, pi.

of amende, fr. amender, 'to amend'. See amend,

amenity, n., pleasantness; attractiveness. — F.

amenite, fr. L. amoenitdtem, ace. of amoenitas,

'delightfulness, loveliness', fr. amoenus, 'pleas-

ant, delightful, lovely', which is rel. to amdre,

'to love'. See amative and -ity.

ament, catkin. — L. ammentum, less correctly

amentum, 'strap, thong', so called because of its

resemblance to a strap. Ammentum stands for

*ag-mentum, and prop, means 'something to

lead with', fr. agere, 'to lead'. See agent and

-ment.

Derivatives: ament-aceous, ament-al, adjs.

amentiferous, adj., bearing aments. — See ament

and -ferous.

amerce, tr. v., i) orig., to fine; 2) to punish.

—

ME. amercen, 'to fine', fr. AF. amercier, fr. OF.

a merci (F. a merci), 'at somebody's mercy'.

OF. a derives fr. L. ad, 'to'; see ad-. For F.

merci see mercy.

Derivatives: amerce-able, amerci-able, adjs.,

amerce-ment, n.

America, n. — Named after Americus Vespucius

(Amerigo Vespucci), an Italian merchant (1451-

1512). The name America was first used by the

German cartographer Martin Waldseemiiller

(in 1507).

Derivatives: Americ-an, adj. and n., Americ-an-

ism, n., Americ-an-ize, v., Americ-an-iz-ation, n.

americium, n., name of a radioactive element

(chem.) — ModL., named in 1946 by its dis-

coverer Glenn Theodore Seaborg (1912- )

after the 2 Americas. For the ending see suff.

-ium.

Amerind, n., an American Indian or Eskimo. —
Abbreviation of American Indian: coined by

Major John Wesley Powell (1834-1902), di-

rector of the bureau of American Ethnology.
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Derivatives: Amerindi-an, n. and adj., Amerind-

ic, adj.

amethyst, n., violet quartz, used n jewelry. —
ME. ametist, fr. OF. ametiste (F. amethyste), fr.

L. amethystus, fr. Gk. afji^&uCTTOi;, 'remedy

against drunkenness', prop, an adjective mean-

ing 'not intoxicating', fr. a-, 'not' (see priv. pref.

a-), and [xs^^ueiv, 'to be drunken' (whence

[li^aiQ, 'drunkenness'), fr. (j,^fl-u, 'wine'; see

mead, 'an intoxicating drink', and cp. methyl.

The stone amethyst owes its name to its sup-

posed power of preventing drunkenness.

amethystine, adj. — L. amethystinus, fr. ame-

thystus. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ine (re-

presenting L. -inus).

AMG.— Abbreviation oiKilled Military Govern-

ment.

AMGOT. — Abbreviation of Allied Military

Government of Occupied Territory.

Amhaarez, n., an ignoramus. — Heb. 'am hdd-

retz, 'the people of the land'. Heb. 'am, 'people',

derives fr. base '-m-m, 'to join, be united',

whence also 'am, 'kinsman', 'im, 'with'. Cp. the

rel.Aram.-Syr. 'ammd, 'people', Ugar. 'm.'clan',

Arab, 'amm, 'a great crowd', dmma'^, 'rabble',

'dmma, 'it comprised, included', 'amm, 'father's

brother', 'dmma", 'father's sister', Aram, 'im,

Syr. 'am, Ugar. 'm, Arab, md'a, dial, 'am,

'with'. Cp. the first element in Emmanuel and

the second element in Jeroboam. Heb. eretz,

'earth', is rel. to Aram, drd', ar'A, Ugar. 'r?, Arab.

ard, Akkad. irsitu, 'earth'. Cp. Eretz Yisrael.

amiable, adj.— OF. (= F.), fr. Late L. amicdbilis,

'friendly', fr. L. amicus, 'friend'. F, amiable was

influenced in form by aimable, 'lovely', fr. L.

amdbilis, fr. amdre, 'to love'. See amicable.

Derivatives: amiabil-ity, n., amiable-ness, n.,

amiabl-y, adv.

amianthus, n., name of a kind of asbestos. — L.

amiantus, fr. Gk. tx(iiavTO<; (scil. Xt&o?), lit.

'undefiled (stone)', fr. dt- (see priv. pref. a-), and

(xiavTo?, 'stained, defiled', verbal adj. of [itaiveiv,

'to stain, defile' ; see miasma. The spelling th (for

/) is prob. due to the influence of Gk. Sv&o?,

'flower'.

Derivatives: amianth-ine, amianth-oid, amianth-

oid-al, adjs.

amicable, adj., friendly. — L. amicdbilis, 'friend-

ly', fr. amicus, 'friend', fr. amdre, 'to love'. See

amative and cp. amiable, which is a doublet of

amicable. Cp. also enemy, inimical. For sense

development cp. Gk. 91X0?, 'friend', from the

base of 9iXeTv, 'to love', and Heb. ohibh,

'friend', which is prop. part, of dhdbh, 'he

loved'.

Derivatives : amicabil-ity, n., amicable-ness, n.,

amicabl-y, adv.

amice, n., vestment worn by the celebrant at

Mass. — ME. amyse, fr. OF. amis, amit, fr. L.

amictus, 'mantle, cloak', fr. amictus pp. of

amicid, amicire, 'to wrap, throw around', which

is contracted from *am-jaci6, fr. pref. ambi- and
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jacio, 'I throw'. See ambi- and jet, 'to spirt forth'.

amice, n., hood, headdress. — ME. amisse, fr.

OF. aumuce (F. aumusse), fr. VL. almucia,

which is formed fr. Arab, al-, 'the', and mus-

taqa", fr. Pers. mushtd, 'fur cloak'. Cp. Sp. al-

mucio, OProven?. almussa, MDu. almutse, later

mutse, mats, Du. muts, 'cap', MHG. mutze,

miitze, G. Mutze, 'cap', which all derive fr. VL.

almucia. Cp. also almuce, mozzetta, mutch. For

sense development cp. cap.

amid, prep. — ME. amidde, fr. OE. on middan,

'in the middle', fr. on (see a-, 'on'), and middan,

dat. sing. masc. of midde, adj. See mid and cp.

amidst,

amide, amid, n., a compound obtained by re-

placing one hydrogen atom in ammonia by an

element or radical {chem.) — F. amide, coined

by the French chemist Charles-Adolphe Wurtz

(1817-84) from the first syllable of ammonia and

suff. -ide, -id.

amidin, amidine, n., solution of starch in hot

water {chem.) — Formed fr. F. amidon, 'starch',

fr. ML. amidum, fr. L. amylum, fr. Gk. ajxiiXov,

'starch'. See amyl, 'starch', and chem. suff.

-ine, -in.

amido-, combining form meaning 'containing

the radical NHj and an acid radical' {chem) —
Fr. amide,

amidogen, n., the hypothetical univalent radical

NH2 {chem.) — Coined fr. amido- and -gen.

amidst, prep. — Formed with excrescent -/ fr.

ME. amiddes (which was formed with adv. gen.

suff. -s fr. amidde, see amid, prep.) For the -t

cp. against, amongst, betwixt, whilst.

amine, amin, n., a compound obtained by re-

placing hydrogen atoms of ammonia by hydro-

carbon radicals {chem.) — Coined from the first

syllable of ammonia and chem. suff. -ine. Cp.

amide and vitamin. Cp. also imine.

amino-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to,

or containing, the radical NHj' {chem.)— See

prec. word and cp. deaminate.

amir, n. — See ameer.

amiss, adv. and adj. — Formed fr, a-, 'on', and

miss, 'failure'.

amity, n,, friendship.— F. amilie, fr. OF. amistie,

fr. VL. *amlcitdtem, ace. of *amlcitds, corre-

sponding to L. amlcitia, 'friendship', fr. amicus,

'friend', which is rel. to amdre, 'to love'. See

amative and cp. enmity,

ammeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

strength of electric currents. — Shortened fr.

ampere-meter. See ampere and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

Ammi, n., a genus of plants (bol.) — L. ammi, fr.

Gk. (itu.(xi, fr. Aram, ammlthd, a secondary form
of hammlthd, of s.m.

ammo-, combining form meaning 'sand', as in

ammophilous. — Gk. &[l\j.o-, fr. S.\j.^oc„ 'sand',

a blend of SixaS^?, 'sand', and <:^6l\l\loc„ 'sand';

which are both cogn. with E. sand (q.v.)

ammonal, n., a high explosive obtained by a com-

bination of ammonium nitrate and aluminum.
— Formed fr. ammonia and the first two letters

in aluminum.

ammonia, n. — Contraction of sal ammoniac, fr.

L. sal ammoniacum, 'ammoniac salt'. See next

word.

ammoniac, adj. and n. — F., fr. L. ammoniacum,
fr. Gk. a[xfji.6)via>«6v, 'a resinous gum', prob.

fr. orig. 'Ap[jiEviax6v, 'Armenian', through the

intermediate form apfxoviaxov, occurring in the

works of ancient authors beside a|X[j(.tovLax6v;

so called because first found in Armenia. See

Pauly-Wissova, Real-Encyclopadie der klas-

sischen Altertumswissenschaft, I, 1861.

Derivative: ammoniac-al, adj.

ammonite, n., a cephalopod moUusk allied to the

nautilus {paleontol.)— Formed with subst. suff.

-ite fr. L. cornQ Ammonis, 'the horn of (Zeus)

Ammon; so called from its shape, which re-

sembles a ram's horn (Zeus Ammon was rep-

resented with ram's horns).

ammonium, n., a basic radical, NH4 {chem.) —
ModL., fr. ammonia (q.v.)

ammophilous, adj., sand-loving {zool. and hot.)

— Compounded of ammo- and Gk. 9^X0?,

'loving'. See -philous.

ammotherapy, n., treatment by means of sand

baths. — Compounded of ammo- and -therapy.

ammunition, n. — F. amunition, a dialectal form

for munition (see munition). Amunition arose

through a misdivision of /a munition intol'amu-

nition.

amnemonic, adj., characterized by loss of me-

mory. — Formed fr. priv. pref a- and Gk.

(xvifjfxo'jt.xo?, 'pertaining to memory'. See mne-

monic.

amnesia, n., loss of memory {psychiatry). —
Medical L,, fr. Gk. d[j!.v7)CTia, 'forgetfulness', fr.

a- (see priv. pref. a-) and \prr^a\.oq, 'pertaining

to memory', which is rel. to (xvaojiai, 'I remem-

ber', fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to think, remember'.

See mind and cp. next word. Cp. also anam-

nesis, paramnesia. For the ending see suff. -ia.

amnesty, n., general pardon. — F. amnestic, fr.

L. amnestia, fr. Gk. a|jivr)aTta, 'forgetfulness,

fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and [Lwrpxic,, 'remem-

brance', which is rel. to (ivioiiai, 'I remember'.

See prec. word.

amnic, adj., pertaining to a river. — L. amnicus,

fr. amnis, 'river', which stands for *ab-nis and

is cogn. with Olr. abann, ab, W. afon, 'river*, fr.

I.-E. base *ab-, a collateral form of base *ap-,

'water, river', whence OI. Spah, apdh, Avestic

df-sh, 'water', Gk. "Ama, a name of the Pelo-

ponnesus Cso called because surrounded by

water), MeCTiraTTta, 'Messapia', a part of Magna
Graecia in Lower Italy comprising Apulia and

Calabria, lit. 'the country between two waters',

L. Ap-ulia, 'Apulia', lit. 'region abounding in

waters', Lith. iipe, Lett, upe, 'water', OPruss.

ape, 'a small river', apus, 'spring, fountain,

weir, and prob. also Toch. AB dp-, 'river'. Cp.



the first element in abdest, abkari, Apsaras and

the second element in doab and in Messapian.

For the ending of amnic see suff. -ic.

amnion, n., the membrane enclosing the embryos

of mammals, birds and reptiles. — Gk. af^-viov,

'a bowl in which the blood of victims was

caught; membrane round foetus', rel. to (ifxac-

&ai, 'to draw, gather', a[j.Y), prop, aiin) (whence

L. hama), 'bucket', and cogn. with Lith. semiu,

semli, 'to draw', sdmtis, 'scoop, ladle'. These

words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *sem-, 'one,

together', whence also Gk. Sjia, 'together with'.

See same and cp. aam.

amoeba, ameba, n., a microscopic one-celled ani-

mal. — Gk. atxoiprj, 'change', rel. to ixfxEt^stv,

'to change', fr. copul. pref. -a and I.-E. base

*meig^-, *mig'"-, 'to change', whence also L.

migrare, 'to wander' ; see migrate. Copul. pref.

a- stands for I.-E. *sm-, a weak gradational form

of I.-E. base *sem-, 'one, together'; see same,

amoebean, amebean, adj., interchanging. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. Gk. ajioipaio?, 'in-

terchanging, alternate', fr. aiioi^T). See prec.

word.

amok, adj. and n. — See amuck.

Amomum, n., a genus of plants of the ginger fa-

mily {hot.) — L. amomum, 'a spice plant', fr.

Gk. atxco^iov, which is of Sem. origin. Cp. Mish-

naic Heb. hamdm, of s.m., and Syr. fiamdmd,

Arab, hamdma, 'a spice plant', which prob. de-

rive from stem h-m-m, 'to be warm'. See Imma-

nuel Low, Aramaische Pflanzennamen, Leipsic,

1 88 1 ,andHeinrichLewy,Diesemitischen Fremd-

worter im Griechischen, Berlin, 1895, p.37-

among, prep. — ME., fr. OE. on gemang, 'in a

crowd, into a crowd', formed fr. prep, on (see a-,

'on') and a derivative ofgemengan, 'to mingle'.

See mingle and cp. words there referred to.

amongst, prep. — Formed fr. among with adv.

gen. suff. -s and excrescent -t. For this latter cp.

against, amidst, betwixt, whilst.

amontillado, n., a variety of sherry wine. — Sp.,

formed fr. a (fr. L. ad), 'to', and the name of the

town Montilta in the province of Cordova in

Spain. For the pref. see ad-, for the ending see

suff. -ado.

amoraim, n. pi., the teachers who expounded the

Mishna (Jewish literature). — Heb. amord'tm,

pi. of dmord, lit. 'speaker', fr. Aram, amdr, 'he

said, he spoke', which is rel. to Heb. amdr, 'he

said, spoke, commanded', Arab, dmara, 'he

ordered, commanded'. Cp. ameer, emir,

amoral, adj., non-moral; ethically indifferent. —
A hybrid coined fr. Greek d- (see priv. pref. a-)

and moral, a word of Latin origin; first used by

Robert Louis Balfour Stephenson (1850-94).

Derivatives: amoral-ism, n., amoral-ity, n.

amorist, n., a practicer of gallantry, lover. —
Formed fr. L. amor, 'love' (see amorous), with

suff. -ist.

Amorite, n., any of an ancient people inhabiting

Palestine. — Heb. Smart, prob. meaning lit.

64

'mountain dwellers' (sing, used collectively),

and rel. to dmir, 'top, summit'. Akkadian Amur-

ru, in mat Amurru, 'land of the West', is a loan

word whose sense development finds its ex-

planation in the fact that the Amorites lived to

the west of Assyria and Babylonia. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Derivatives; Amorite, adj., Amorit-ic, adj.

amorous, adj. — OF. (whence F. amoureux), fr.

Late L. amorosus, fr. L. amor, 'love', fr. amdre,

'to love'. See amative and -ous and cp. enamor,

inamorato, paramour.

Derivatives: amorous-ly, adv., amorous-ness, n.

Amorpha, n., a genus of American plants (tot.)—
ModL., fr. Gk. atJLop9o?, 'deformed' (see amor-

phous); so called because of the absence of four

of the petals.

amorphism, n., absence of crystallized form. —
See amorphous and -ism.

amorpho-, combining form meaning 'shapeless'.

— Gk. a|xop<po-, fr. a(jLopcpo<;. See next word.

amorphous, adj., shapeless. — ModL. amorphus,

fr. Gk. &|xop90i;, 'without form, shapeless, de-

formed', fr. i- (see priv. pref. a-) and nop<f>-ri,

'form, shape'. See morpho-. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -oq, L. -us, see -ous.

amortize, tr. v., to extinguish (a debt) through a

sinking fund. — ME. amortisen, fr. OF. (= F.)

amortiss-, pres. part, stem of amortir, fr. VL.

*admortire, 'to deaden, extinguish', fr. ad- and

VL. mortus (L. mortuus), 'dead', fr. L. mors,

gen. mortis, 'death'. Cp. It. ammortire, OProv-

en?. amortir, Sp., Port, amorlecer, 'to deaden',

and see mortal.

Derivatives ; amortiz-able, adj
.
, amortiz-ation, n

.

,

amortizement (q.v.)

amortizement, n. — F. amortissement, fr. amor-

tir. See amortize and -ment.

Amos, masc. PN; in the Bible i) the third m the

order of the Twelve Prophets; 2) the Book of

Amos.— Gk. 'Kxxi^q, fr. Heb. 'Amds, lit. 'borne

(by God)', fr. 'dmas, 'he bore, carried', which is

rel. to Phoen. and Ugar. '-m-s, 'to carry', Aram.

'dmas, 'he compressed', Arab, 'dmisa, '(the day)

was oppressive'.
^

amount, intr. v.— ME., fr. OF amonter, 'to raise ,

fr. amont, 'upward', lit. 'up hill', fr. a, 'to' (see

i), and mont, 'hill, mountain'. See mount and

cp. paramount, tantamount.

Derivative : amount, n.

amour, n., a love affair.- F., 'love', fr. L. amorem,

ace. of amor, 'love', fr. amdre, 'to love'. See

amative.
,

ampangabeite,n.,acomplexuntalo-niobate(mm-

eral.) — Named after Ampangahe m Uz&a.%z.%-

car For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

amparo, n., a certificate issued to the claimant of

land to serve as protection. — Sp., lit. 'protect-

ion, help, support', fr. amparar, 'to shelter

protect, help', fr. VL. *flmpara/-e, which isformed

fr. L. pref. im- and pardre, 'to prepare'. See im-,

'in', and pare and cp. emperor.
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ampelideous, adj., pertaining to the vine family.

—

Compounded of Gk. ^\j.Tz€koc„ 'vine', and elSo?,

'form, shape'. See ampelo-, -oid and -ous.

ampelo-, combining form, meaning 'vine'. — Gk.

d|jiTOXo-, fr. SfiTreXoc, 'vine'; of imcertain, pos-

sibly Mediterranean, origin.

ampelography, n., description of the vine. — F.

ampelographie, fr. Gk. itjiTtEXo?, 'vine', and

-ypafpta, fr. YP«<P='^'
'^° write'. See ampelo-

and -graphy,

Ampelopsis, n., a genus of plants of the grape

family {bot) — ModL., lit. 'looking like vine',

compounded of Gk. a.^i.Titkoc,, 'vine', and Stjji?,

'appearance'. See ampelo- and -opsis.

amperage, n., the strength of an electric current

given in amperes. — Formed fr. ampere with

suff. -age.

ampere, n., unit of force of the electric current.—
F.,named after the French physicistAndre-Marie

Ampire (1775-1836).

ampersand, n., the symbol & (= antT). — Cor-

ruption of the partly English, partly Latin

phrase 'and per se and', i.e. 'the sign & by it-

self (equals) and'.

amphi-, before a vowel amph-, pref. meaning

'both, on both sides, of both kinds'. — Gk.

ix|ji,9i.-,ati<p-, 'on both sides, at bothends,around',

fr. a(x<pi, 'around ; round about', which is cogn.

with L. amhi; amb-, 'around; round about'.

See ambi- and cp. Amphion.

Amphibia, n. pi., a class of vertebrates.— ModL.

See next word.

Derivatives: amphibian, adj. and n.

amphibious, adj., living both on land and in water.

— Gk. d|i,9tflio(;, 'living a double life', viz. 'on

land and in water', fr. dixtpt- (see amphi-)

and pio?, 'life'. See bio-. For E. -ous, as equiv-

alent to Gk. -0?, see -ous.

amphibole, n., a silicate of calcium, magnesium,

etc. — F., fr. L. amphibolus, 'ambiguous, doubt-

ful', fr. Gk. d(jL(pipoXo(;, of s.m., fr. a!X9t[iaXX£LV,

'to throw around; to doubt', fr. ai^tpi, 'around',

and fliW.Eiv, 'to throw'. See amphi- and bal-

listic. The name amphibole was given to this

group of minerals by the French mineralogist

Ren6-Just Haiiy (1743-1822).

Derivative: amphibol-ic, adj.

amphibology, n., an ambiguous statement. — F.

amphibologie, fr. ML. amphibologia, altered (on

analogy of words ending in -logia), fr. L. amphi-

bolia, fr. Gk. ii[A9iPoXi5,, 'ambiguity', fr. 45x91-

PoXo;. See amphibole and -logy,

amphibolous, adj., ambiguous. — Gk. a(i9i|io-

Xoi;, 'ambiguous, doubtful'. See prec. word. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -qc„ see -ous.

amphibrach, n., a metrical foot consisting of three

syllables, the middle one long and the other two

short (pros.) — L. amphibrachys, fr. Gk. dtfupt-

Ppaxu;, 'short at both ends', fr. i^i^'i (see amphi-)

and ppaxuc, 'short'. See brachy-.

Amphicarpa, n., a genus of vines (hot.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. a[ji9txap7toi;, 'having fruits on both

ailipiiiLiicatci

sides', which is compounded of d[x9t- (see am-

phi-) and xapTTio?, 'fruit'. See carpel. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to Gk. -0?, see -ous. The genus

was called Amphicarpa because it has two

kinds of pods.

amphictyonic, adj., pertaining to an amphicty-

ony. — L. amphictyonicus, fr. Gk. d(i9ixTuovt-

xoi;, fr. d[jt9ixTuovta. See next word and -ic.

amphictyons, n. pi., deputies to an amphictyonic

council.— L. amphictyones, fr. Gk. a.\xft.i<.-:iimzq.

See next word.

amphictyony, n., confederation of states in an-

cient Greece, established around a common

center. — Gk. djicpizTuovtS, 'the Amphictyonic

League', fr. d[i9i.>cTuove<;, 'amphictyons', fr.

earlier ii(X9i.>CTL0VE?, 'they that dwell round

about'. For the first element see amphi-. The

second element is rel. to Gk. xxt^eiv, 'to create,

found', KTLCTt?, 'a founding, settling', xToiva,

xToiva, 'habitation, township', and cogn. with

01. k?eti, ksiydti, 'abides, dwells', ksitlh, 'dwel-

ling place'. Arm. shen, 'inhabited' (pp.)

amphigory, amphigouri, n., a nonsense verse. —
F. amphigouri, of unknown origin.

Derivative: amphigor-ic, adj.

amphimixis, n., union of the germ cells of two

individuals {hiol.) — Compounded of ampbi-

and Gk. (xT^i;, 'mixing, mingling, intercourse'.

See mix.

Amphion, n., son of Zeus and Antiope, king of

Thebes and husband of Niobe {Greek mythol.)

— L. Amphion, fr. Gk. ' A(ji9tcov, which is prob.

a derivative of dti9i, 'round about'. See amphi-.

Amphioxus, n., a genus of marine animals (zool.)

— ModL., coined by the English zoologist Wil-

liam Yarrell (1784-1856) in 1836 fr. amphi-

and o^u?, 'pointed, sharp'. See oxy-. Accord-

ingly Amphioxus lit. means 'tapering at both

ends'.

Amphipoda, n. p!., an order of the Crustacea with

two kinds of feet for swimming, respectively for

jumping (zool.) — ModL. compounded of am-

phi- and Gk. ko^'k, gen. -0S61;, 'foot' (see -poda).

Accordingly Amphipoda lit. means 'having two

kinds of feet'.

Derivatives: amphipod-an, amphipod-ous, adjs.

amphisbaena, n., a serpent having a head at each

end (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. a^i.9ia^aiva,

'serpent supposed to be able to go both for-

ward and backward', which is compounded of

d[jL9t (see amphi-) and [Jaiveiv, 'to go'. See base, n.

Amphisbaena, n., a genus of lizards (zool.) — See

prec. word.

amphiscians, also amphiscii, n. pi., the inhabitants

of the tropic zone. — ML. amphiscii (pi.), fr.

Gr. d(j.9i.axi.o;, 'throwing a shadow both ways'

fr. d(X9i (see amphi-) and axii, 'shade, shadow'

(see skiagraphy); so called because their shadow

falls toward north at one time, toward south at

another. Cp. antiscians.

amphitheater, amphitheatre, n. — L. amphithed-

trum, fr. Gk. (iji9i^saTpov, lit. meaning 'having
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seats for spectators all round'. See amphi- and

theater.

Amphitrite, n., the daughter of Nereus and Doris

and wife of Poseidon {Greek mylhol.) — L., fr.

Gk. 'AinfnplTT,, lit. '(waves of the sea) roaring

round (the earth)', prob. fr. ajxcpt, 'on both

sides' (see amphi-), and the stem of Tpi^eiv,

'to utter a shrill cry, creak', from the I.-E. imi-

tative base *(s)trig-\ see strident and cp. trismus.

Cp. W. H. Roscher, Ausfiihrliches Lexikon der

griechischen Mythologie, Leipzig, 1884-86, I,

p.3i8.

Amphitryon, n., son of Alceus and husband of

Alcmene in Greek mythology; used figura-

tively in the sense of host. — Gk. ' Antpixpiitov, a

compound literally meaning 'one who reigns

far and wide'. For the first element of this com-
pound see amphi-. The second element is prob.

rel. to Gk. T'jp-awoi;, 'lord, master, sovereign,

tyrant' ; see tyrant. The metaphorical use of this

PN. to denote a host is due to the circumstance

that during Amphitryon's absence his wife Alc-

mene was visited and feasted by Zeus in the

shape of her husband. See Pauly-Wissova, Real-

Encyklopadie der klassischen Altertumswissen-

schaft, I, 1967,

amphodelite, n., a variety of anorthite (mineral.)

— Compounded of amph-, and Gk. oSeXo?, a

variant of h<^zX6c„ 'a spit' (see obelus, obelisk);

so called in allusion to the twin crystals in which

it occurs. For the ending see subst. sutf. -ite.

amphora, n. — L., 'a vessel with two handles or

ears, a pitcher', fr. Gk. ajjicpopEuc, of s.m., which

is contracted fr. *a[j.(pL-<popEU(; (see haplology),

lit. 'two-handled', fr. dutpi (see amphi-) and

9op£'J5, 'bearer, carrier', fr. 9£peiv, 'to bear'.

See hear, 'to carry', and cp. -phore. Cp. also

ampulla,

ample, adj., spacious, abundant. — F., fr. L.

amplus, 'large, spacious', which stands for *am-

los and lit. means 'comprehensive', from I.-E.

base *am- 'to seize, hold', whence also L. ampla,

ansa, 'handle', Lith. -qsa, Lett, uosa, 'loop,

knot', OPruss. ansis, 'pot hook, trammel', Gk.

Tjvia. Dor. Svia (for *ansia), 'bridle, reins',

ON. ss, MLG. lese, G. Ose, 'eye, loop', Mir.

esi fpl.), 'bridle'. Cp. amplify, amplitude.

Derivatives: ample-ness, n., ampl-y, adv.

amplification, n. — L. amplificatio, gen. -onis, 'a

widening, enlarging, extending', fr. ampUficdtus,

pp. of amplificdre. See next word and -ion.

amplify, tr. v. — F. amplifier, fr. L. amplificdre,

'to widen, enlarge, extend', fr. amplus (see am-

ple) and -ficdre, h.facere, 'to make, do'. See -fy.

Dcfivdlive; amplifi-er, n.

amplitude, n., spaciousness; abundance; extent.

— F., fr. L. amptitUdd, 'wide extent, width', fr.

amplus. See ample and -tude.

ampulla, n., a flask with two handles. — L. am-

pulla (for *ampor-la), 'a globular vessel for hold-

ing liquids', dimin. of amphora, ampora. See

amphora.

Derivatives: ampull-aceous, ampull-ar, ampull-

ar-y, ampull-ate, ampull-at-ed, adjs.

ampulliform, adj. — Compounded of ampulla

and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

amputate, tr. v. — L. amputdtus, pp. of amputdre,

'to cut off, to prune', compounded of am-,

shortened form of ambi-, 'around', and putdre,

'to trim, prune, lop, clean'. See ambi- and puta-

tive and cp. pave and pit. For the ending see

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: amputation (q.v.), amputat-ive, adj.,

amputat-or, n.

amputation, n. — L. amputdtid, gen. -onis, fr.

amputdtus, pp. of amputdre. See amputate and

-ion.

amrita, amreeta, n., the drink of immortality

(Hindu mythol.)— OI. amftdh, 'immortal ; drink

of immortality; immortality', cogn. with Gk.

S[i,ppoTo?, 'immortal'. See priv. pref. an- and

mortal.

amsel, n., i) the blackbird; 2) the ring ouzel. —
G. Amsel, fr. MHG. amsel, fr. OHG. amsala,

amusla. See ouzel and cp. words there referred to.

Amsonia, n., a genus of herbs (hot.) — ModL.,

named in honor of Charles Amson, physi-

cian of Gloucester, Virginia (i8ih cent.) For

the ending see sufF. -ia.

amt, n., a territorial division in Denmark and

Norway. — Dan., fr. G. Amt, 'office', fr. MHG.
amheht, ammet, fr. OHG. ambaht, ampaht,

which is of Celtic origin. Cp. Gaulish-Lat.

ambactus, 'servant', and see embassy,

amuck, amok, adj., possessed with a murderous

frenzy; adv., in a murderous frenzy. — Malay

amoq, 'in a frenzy'.

amulet, n. — L. amuletum, 'amulet', prob. orig.

meaning 'food made of amylum (starch flour)',

fr. amulum, amylum, 'starch flour' (see amy-

lum); influenced in sense by a confusion with

dmdliri, 'to carry away, remove'.

Derivative: amulet-ic, adj.

amurcous, adj., foul. — Formed with sufF. -ous

fr. L. amurca, 'the dregs of olives', fr. Gk.

afXopY^, of s.m., fr. afiepyeiv, 'to pluck, pull',

which is perh. related to ojiopyvuvai, 'to wipe

off', and cogn. with OI. mpdti, 'wipes off', L.

mergae, 'a two-pronged pitchfork'. For the

change of Gk. y to c(k) in Latin cp. L. spelunca,

'cave', fr. Gk. nirrihjyE. This change is prob.

due to Etruscan influence; see K. v. Ettmayer,

Indogermanische Forschungen, 45, lof., and

E.Vetter, Glotta, 17, 302.

amuse, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) amuser, 'to cause to

muse', lit. 'to cause to gape idly about', fr. a,

'to' (sec a), and muser, 'to muse'. See muse.

Derivatives: amus-ed, adj., amus-ed-ly, adv.,

amuse-ment, n., amus-ing, adj., amus-ing-ly, adv.

amus-ing-ness, n., amus-ive, adj., amus-ive-ly,

adv., amus-ive-ness, n.

amusia, n., inability for music (med.) — Medical

L., fr. Gk. ajioucrtS, 'want of harmony', fr.

Sixouaoe, 'without song, without harmony', fr.
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i- (see priv. pref. a-) and Mout5a,'Muse; music'.

See Muse and -ia.

Amy, fem. PN. — OF. Amee, lit. 'beloved', fr.

OF. amee (corresponding to F. aimee), fem.

pp. of amer (F. aimer), 'to love', fr. L. amdre,

of s.m. See amative,

amyelous, adj., lacking the spinal chord. — Gk.

d[jiucXo<;, 'without marrow', fr. a- (see priv.

pref. a-) and j^iusXo?, 'marrow', which stands

for mSs-elo-s, and is rel. to ^lOcov (gen. jxiSoivoi;),

'knot of muscles', and to (luq (gen. [xud;),

'muscle'. Seemyo- and cp. amyous. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to Gk. -og, see -ous.

amygdala, n., a tonsil (anat.) — L., fr. Gk. afiuy-

8<xX7), 'almond'; see almond. The use of the

word in its anatomical sense is due to a literal

translation of Arab, al-lauzaldni, 'the two ton-

sils', lit. 'the two almonds'.

Amygdalaceae, n. pL, the almond or peach family

(bat.) — ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. L.

amygdala, 'almond'. See amygdala,

amygdalaceous, adj. — Formed fr. amygdala with

suff. -aceous.

amygdalate, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

almonds. — Formed fr. amygdala with adj.

suff. -ate.

amygdalic, adj., pertaining to, or designating, the

crystalline acid CaoH^sO^ (chem.) — See next

word and -ic; so called because it is formed by

the decomposition of amygdalin.

amygdalin, n., a crystalline glucoside C20H27NO11

(chem.)— Formed fr. amygdala with chem. suff.

-in ; so called because it occurs in bitter almonds.

amygdaline,adj., i) pertaining to, or resembling,

an almond or almonds ; 2) pertaining to a tonsil

(anat.) — L. amygdalinus, 'of almonds', fr.

amygdala, 'almond'. See amygdala and -ine (rep-

resenting L. -Inus).

amyl, n., starch (qbsol.) — L. amylum, fr. Gk.

S(iuXov, 'fine meal, starch', prop. neut. of the

adjective SixuXo?, 'not ground at the mill', fr.

a- (see priv. pref. a-) and (I'jXr), 'mill'. See mill

and cp. amidin.

amyl, n., a hydrocarbon radical CjH,, (chem.) —
Coined from the first two letters of L. amylum
(see prec. word) and suff. -yl.

amyloid, adj., starchlike; n., a starchlike sub-

stance.— Compounded of Gk. ajzuXov, 'starch',

and -oeiSV)!;, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See
amyl, 'starch', and -oid.

amyous, adj., wanting in muscles (med.) — Gk.
S(ji'jo?, 'without muscle', fr. a- (see priv. pref.

a-) and \l\>c„ gen. nu'S;;, 'muscle'. See myo- and
cp. amyelous.

Amyris, n., a genus of plants of the rue family

(hot.)— ModL., fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk. ^'jpov,

'balsam'. See smear, n.

an, indef. art. (before a word beginning with a

vowel).— ME. an, fr. OE. dn, 'one', whence also

one (q.v.) Cp. a, indef. article.

an, conj. meaning 'if, and if. — Shortened fr.

and (q.v.)

an-, a-, priv. pref. — Gk. dv-, d-, 'not, without',

rel. to ve-, vr;-, v-, of s.m. (see nepenthe), and

cogn. with 01. an-, a-, L. in-, Goth., OE., etc.

un-, of s.m. See priv. pref. un-.

an-, form of ana- before a vowel.

an-, assimilated form of ad- before n.

-an, suff. meaning 'pertaining to', used in zool-

ogy, chemistry, biology. — Fr. L. -anus, either

directly or through the medium of F. -ain, -en.

Cp. the suffixes -ian and -ain. Cp. also sufT. -ana

and ana.

ana-, before a vowel an-, pref. meaning: i) up,

upward; 2) back, backward, against; 3) again,

anew; 4) exceedingly; 5) according to. — Gk.

dva-, dv-, 'up to, upward, up, toward; exceed-

ingly; back, backward; against', fr. dva, 'up,

on, upon; throughout; again', rel. to avw,

'above', and cogn. with Avestic ana, 'on, upon',

L. an- in anheldre, 'to pant, gasp', Goth, ana,

OE. on, an, OSlav. na, Lith. nu, OPruss. no, na,

'on, upon'; fr. I.-E. base *and-, 'on, upon,

above'. Cp. on and a-, 'on'. Cp. also the pref

in anhelation.

-ana, pi. suff. meaning 'sayings of, anecdotes of,

as in Johnsoniana. — L. -ana, neut. pi. of -anus,

'pertaining to'. See -an and cp. ana.

ana, n., collection of memorable sayings of

famous men. — Coined fr. -ana, neut. pi. of

Latin adjectives ending in the masc. sing, into

-anus; abstracted from the ending of names like

Johnsoniana, etc. See -ana.

Anabaena, n., a genus of algae (bot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. dvaPatvetv, 'to go up', fr. dvd (see ana-)

and paivsiv, 'to go'. See base, n., and cp. ana-

bas, anabasis.

anabaptism, n., rebaptism. — ML. anahaptismus,

fr. Late Gk. dvaPaTTTi,cr[x6i;, 'dipping into water

again, re-immersion', fr. Gk. dva-, 'again' (see

ana-) and ^xT.xi'C,zvj, 'to dip, baptize'. See bap-

tism.

Anabaptist, n. — ModL. anahaptista, 'one who
baptizes again', fr. ana- and Gk. fia7iTtaT-/;i:,

'one that dips, baptizer". See baptist and cp.

prec. word.

'Dmva.Uwts:Anabaptist-ic,Anabaptist-ic-al,aA]%.,

Anabaptist-ic-al-ly, adv.

anabaptize, tr. v., to rebaptize. — ML. anabap-

tizdre, fr. Late Gk. dva^aTrTi^Eiv, 'to dip into

water again'. See anabaptism and -ize.

Anabas, n., a genus of fishes (ichthyol.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. dva[id?, gen. dvi[iavT:C(;, aor. part, of

dvajiaivEtv, 'to go up, mount, climb' (see next

word); so called by the French naturalist baron

Georges- Leopold - Chretien - Frederic - Dagobert

Cuvier (1769-1832) because the fishes of this

genus are capable of leaving the water and

climbing trees.

anabasis, n., a military expedition, esp. that of

Cyrus the Younger against Anaxerxes, de-

scribed by Xenophon in his Anabasis. — Gk.
dvdpaCTii;, 'a going up, an expedition up from

the coast', fr. dva^aivsiv, 'to go up', fr. dvd
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(ana-) and paivEiv, 'to go'. See base, n., and cp.

prec. word and catabasis.

Anableps, n., a genus of S. and Central American

fishes with projecting eyes. — Fr. Gk. avc^pxe-

il^iQ, 'a looking up', fr. ava (see ana-) and

pXsTCEiv, 'to look, see', which is rel. to pXsipapov,

'eyelid'. See blepharo-.

anabolic, adj., pertaining to anabolism. — Form-

ed with suif. -ic fr. Gk. avaPoXif), 'that which is

thrown up, mound', fr. ava|5aXXsiv, 'to throw

up', fr. ava (see ana-) and paXXeiv, 'to throw'.

See ballistic,

anabolism, n.,the building up process in the living

protoplasm. — See prec. word and -ism and cp.

catabolism.

anabrosis, n., corrosion of soft tissues (merf.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. ava^pwai?, 'an eating up',

fr. avaPiPptooxEiv, 'to eat up', fr. ava (see ana-)

and !3i(3pcocx£iv, 'to eat, eat up, devour'. See

broma and -osis.

anabrotic, adj., corrosive (med.) — Gk. avappw-

Tix6c, 'corrosive', fr. dvaflpcoTo;;, 'eaten up',

verbal adj. of ava^i^pcoaxsiv. See prec. word.

anacatharsis, n., expectoration (med.) — Medical

L., fr. Gk. ivaxa&apaii;, 'a clearing away (of

rubbish), fr. ava (see ana-) and jca^apaiq, 'a

cleansing', fr. xa^atpeiv, 'to cleanse'. See ca-

tharsis and cp. acatharsia.

anacathartic, adj., emetic, expectorant. — See

prec. word and -ic.

anachronic, adj., marked by anachronism. — See

anachronism and -ic.

anachronism, n., an error in chronology. — F.

anachronisme, fr. Gk. avaxpoviajxi;, 'anachro-

nism', fr. avaypoviCEiv, 'to refer to a wrong

time', fr. ava, 'up, against' (see ana-), and ypomq

'time'. See chronic and -ism.

anachronistic, adj., marked by anachronism. —
See prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: anachronistic-al, adj., anachro-

nislic-al-ly, adv.

anaclastic, adj., pertaining to refraction (opt.) —
Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. avaxXaCTTo;,

'bent back, broken, reflected' (said of light),

verbal adj. of avxxXav, 'to bend back, break,

reflect', fr. ava, 'back' (see ana-), and xXav, 'to

break'. See clastic,

anacoluthon, n., a lack in grammatical sequence.

— Gk. avaxoXcu&ov, neut. of avaxoXoufto:;,

'inconsequent, inconsistent', fr. av- (see priv.

pref. an-) and axoXou&o?, 'following, attending

on', which is formed fr. copul. pref. a- and

xeX£j!>o;, 'way, road, path, track'. Copul. pref.

i- stands for I.-E. *sm-, a weak gradational

form of base *sem-'', 'one, together'; see

same. For the etymology of Gk. x^Xe'jftoq see

acolyte.

anaconda, n., orig. a name given to a python of

Ceylon; (zool.) any large snake of the boa fam-

ily. _ Perhaps of Singhalese origin.

Anacreontic, adj., written in the style of Ana-

creon; n., a poem written in the style of Ana-
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creon. — L. Anacreonticus, fr. Anacreon, fr. Gk.
'Avaxpecov, a celebrated Greek lyrical poetbom
at Teos in Ionia (560-478 B.C.E.).

anacrusis, n., unstressed syllable before a stressed

syllable at the beginning of a verse. — Gk.

avaxpouat?, 'a pushing back', fr. dvaxpoueiv,

'to push back', fr. dtvii, 'back' (see ana-), and

xpoueiv (for *xpoijaEw), 'to knock, strike,

push', which is rel. to Homeric xpoaivew (prob.

for *xpoutJav-i.Eiv), 'to stamp, strike with the

hoof, and cogn. with OSlav. su-krustp, su-kru-

siti, Russ. krusif, Lith. krusu, kritsti, 'to smash,

shatter', OSlav. kruchti, 'piece, bit of food'.

anadem, n., a wreath, garland. — L. anadema, fr.

Gk. dvaSijtia, 'band, headband', fr. avaSstv,

'to bind up', fr. diva (see ana-) and SeTv, 'to

bind'. See diadem.

anadiplosis, n., repetition of an initial word (rhet.)

— Gk. avaSmXwai?, 'repetition, duplication',

fr. avaSiTrXouv, 'to double, fold', fr. avd, 'again'

(see ana-), and SiTtXoGv, 'to fold, repeat', fr.

SmX6o?, 8i7rXo5?, 'double'. See diplo- and cp.

diploma,

anadromous, adj., going up rivers to spawn. —
Gk. dvaSpoiio?, 'running upward', fr. dvA (see

ana-) and Spojio?, course, race, running'. See

dromedary and cp. catadromous. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -0?, see -ous.

Anadyomene, n., an epithet of Aphrodite (Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'AvaS-jofxEVT;, lit. 'she

that emerges (out of the sea)', fem. pres. part, of

dvaSuea^ai, fr. dva (see ana-) and middle voice

of S'JEtv, 'to put on (clothes), to enter, pene-

trate, dive'. See adytum and cp. ecdysis, en-

dysis.

anaemia. — See anemia.

anaerobic, adj., capable of living without oxygen

(6io/.) — Coined by the French chemist and

bacteriologist Louis Pasteur (1822-95) in 1863

from priv. pref an- and aerobic.

Anagallis, n., a genus of herbs of the primrose

family (hot.) — L. anagallis, 'pimpernel', fr. Gk.

avayaXXi;, a word of uncertain origin.

anaglyph, n., an embossed ornament. — Gk.

avaYX'.)!pov, 'wrought in relief, fr. avaYX'J9Eiv,

'to carve in relief, fr. ava (see ana-) and yX'^qjEiv,

'to carve', which is cogn. with L. glubere, 'to

peel', and E. cleave, to split (q.v.) Cp. the second

element in hieroglyph, triglyph.

anaglyptic, adj., pertaining to anaglyphs. — Gk.

avaYX'jTT-LXO!;, fr. avayXuTTToc, 'wrought in re-

lief, verbal adj. of avayXuyEiv. See prec. word

and -ic.

anagogy, n., mystical interpretation of Scrip-

tures. — Gk. dvaYtoy-r;, 'a leading up', fr.

dvayEiv, 'to lead up', fr. ava (see ana-) and ayEtv,

'to lead'; cp. dycoyr), 'a leading'. See agent and

cp. -agogue, apagoge, pedagogue, synagogue.

Derivatives: anagog-ic, anagog-ic-al, adjs., ana-

gog-ic-al-ly, adv.

anagram, n., transposition of the letters of a

word or phrase so as toform another. — ModL.
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anagramma, fr. Gk. avaypa(j.(xaTia(x6;, 'a trans-

position of letters', fr. (JvaypajXixaxtt^Eiv, 'to

transpose the letters of a word', which is

formed fr. ava, 'back' (see ana-), and ypa(j.|xa,

gen. ypAjjifiaTo?, 'written character, letter'. See

-graph and cp. grammar.

Derivatives : anagrammat-ic, amgrammat-ic-al,

adjs., anagrammat-i-cal-ly, &dv.,anagrammatism

(q.v.), anagrammat-ist,n., anagrammatize (q.v.)

anagrammatism, n., the making of anagrams. —
ModL. anagrammatismus, fr. Gk. avaypa|iii,a-

Tia^xoi;. See anagram and -ism.

anagrammatize, tr. v., to make an anagram of;

intr. v., to make anagrams. — Gk. dvaypajifxa-

Tii^EW. See anagram and -ize.

anal, adj., pertaining to, or connected with, the

anus. See anus and adj. suff. -aL

analcite, n., a white zeolite (mineral:) — Formed

with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. dvaXxr)?, 'weak,

feeble', fr. av- (see priv. pref. an-) and dXxTj,

'protection, help, strength' ; so called in allusion

to the weak electricity it acquires when rubbed.

Gk. aXxrj is rel. to aX£xEiv, 'to ward off,

whence the desiderative verb liXE^siv, 'to ward

off, keep oil, turn away, defend, protect'. See

Alexander,

analectic, adj., relating to analects. — See next

word and -ic.

analects, also analecta, n. pi., collected writings;

literary gleanings. — Gk. avaXexxa, 'things,

chosen', neut. pi. of dvaXExto?, 'select, choice',

verbal adj. of dvaXsyEiv, 'to pick up, gather

up, collect', fr. avd (see ana-) and XsyEiv, 'to

speak', prop, 'to choose (words)', which is cogn.

with L. legere, 'to read'. See lecture.

analemma, n., an orthographical projection of the

sphere on the plane of the meridional (geom.) —
L., 'a sundial showing the meridian and latitude

of a place', fr. Gk. dvdX-o[X(j.a, 'sundial', fr.

dvaXa(i|3dvEiv, 'to receive, take up, restore',

fr. dvi (see ana-) and Xafi|5dvEiv, 'to receive'.

See lemma and cp. words there referred to.

analeptic, adj., restorative, tonic (said of a medi-

cine); n., a restorative medicine, a tonic. — Gk.

dvaXrjTTTix'jC, 'restorative', fr. avaXafxpdvEiv, 'to

receive', take up, restore', fr. dvd (see ana-) and

Xa|i.i3dvEiv, 'to take, grasp, seize; to receive'.

See prec. word.

analgesia, n., absence of pain. — Medical L.,

fr.Gk.dvaXyyima, 'want of feeling, insensibility',

fr. dvaXyTiTO?, 'without pain'. See next word.

Derivatives: analges-ic, adj., and n., analges-

ics, n.

analgetic, adj., producing analgesia; n., a drug

producing analgesia. — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. Gk. dvdXyyjTo?, 'without pain', fr. dv- (see

priv. pref. a-) and dXyElv, 'to feel pain', fr.

SXyoc, 'pain'. See -algia.

analogical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. analogicus, fr. Gk. dvaXoyixo?, fr. dvaXoyla.

See analogy and -ic

Derivative: analogical-ly, adv.

analogize, tr. v., to explain by analogy; intr. v.,

to reason by analogy or to use analogies. — Gk.

dvaXoyi!^Ecr*ai, 'to reckon up, sum up', fr.

dvaXoyia. See analogy and -ize.

analogous, adj. — L. analogus, fr. Gk. dvdXo-

yot;, 'according to a due proportion, propor-

tionate', fr. dvd (see ana-) and Xoyo?, 'word,

speech, reckoning, proportion'. See logos and

-ous. Derivatives: analogous-ly, adv., analogous-

ness, n.

analogue, n., an analogous thing. — F., fr. Gk.

dvdXoyov, neut. of dvdXoyo?. See prec. word.

analogy, n., similarity. — F. analogie, fr. L. ana-

logia, fr. Gk. dvaXoyia, 'proportion, analogy',

fr. dvdXoyo?. See analogous and -y (represent-

ing Gk. -id).

Derivatives: analogical (q.v.), analog-ist, n.,

analog-ist-ic, adj., analogize (q.v.)

analphabetic, adj., not alphabetic. ~ Formed fr.

privative pref. an- and alphabetic,

analysis, n., separation of a whole into its com-

ponent parts. — Gk. dvdXum?, 'a loosing, re-

leasing', fr. dvaX'JEiv, 'to unloose, release, set

free', fr. dvd, 'up, on, throughout' (see ana-), and

XuEtv, 'to unfasten, loosen, slacken'. See lysis.

analyste, n., a person who analyzes.— F., formed

fr. analyser, on analogy of nouns in -iste (E.

-ist) fr. verbs in -iser (E. -ize). See prec. word

and cp. analyze,

analytic, analytical, adj. — ML. analyticus, fr.

Gk. dvaX'jTixoq, 'analytical', fr. dviX-joi;. See

analysis and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: analytic-al-ly, adv.

analyze, analyse, tr. v. — F. analyser, formed fr.

analyse, 'analysis', on analogy of verbs in -iser.

See analysis and -ize.

Derivatives : anafyz-ar/on (analys-ation), n., ana-

lyz-ed (analys-ed), adj., analyzer (analys-er), n.

anamnesis, n., recollection, remembrance. — Gk.

dvdavriaK;, 'a calling to mind, reminiscence',

fr. dvafjLinvfjaxEtv, 'to remind, recall to mem-

ory', fr. dva (see ana-) and jmivfiaxEtv, 'to

remind', which is rel. to (xvaa^at, 'to remem-

ber', ijLE|iova, 'I remember', fr. I.-E. base *men-,

'to think, remember'. See mind and cp. mnesic,

amnesia, paramnesia.

anamorphosis, n., a distorted image; a gradual

change in form (biol.) — ModL., fr. ivaaip-

<p<oai?, 'a forming anew', fr. dvaixop^ouv, 'to

form anew, transform', fr. dvi, 'again' (see

ana-), and [iop9ouv, 'to give form to, form,

shape', fr. iiop9T], 'form, shape'. Sec morpho-

and cp. metamorphosis, amorphous,

ananas, n. — Sp. ananas, fr. Peruv. nanas,

'pineapple'.

ananda, n., bliss, one of the three quahties of

Brahma (Hindu mythol.) — OI. ananda-, 'joy,

happiness, bliss', formed from the particle d-

and the stem of ndndoii, 'he rejoices'. For the

etymology of the particle a- see agama and cp.

words there referred to. OI. ndndati is of un-

certain origin.
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anandrous, adj., having no stamens. — Gk. avav

Spog, 'husbandless; unmanly', fr. av- (see priv.

pref. an-) and avrip, gen. dcvSpot;, 'man'. See

-androus.

Ananke, n., the personification of necessity in

Greek mythology. — Gk. avayxv), 'necessity",

of uncertain origin ;
perhaps standing for *an-

ank- and cogn. with Olr. ecen, W. angen, 'ne-

cessity, fate', Ir. echt (for *anktit-), 'manslaugh-

ter', OE. oht, MDu. aht, OHG. dhta, MHO.
ahte, ahl, G. Acht, 'hostile persecution', Hitt.

henkan, 'destiny, death'.

Ananta, n., the endless, an epithet of the serpent

Shesha in Hindu mythology. — OI. andntah,

'endless', fr. OI. priv. pref. an- (see priv. pref.

an-) and dntah- 'end, boundary, edge', which

is rel. to OI. anti, 'opposite', and cogn. with

Gk. avTt, 'over against, opposite, before', L.

ante, 'before, in front of. See ante- and cp.

anti-.

anapaest, n., a metrical foot consisting of two

short syllables followed by a long one, a reversed

dactyl (pros.) — L. anapaestus, fr. Gk. dtva-

raiCTTo?, 'struck back, rebounding', verbal adj.

of avaTTaietv, 'to strike back', fr. ava, 'back'

(see ana-), and r.aizi^j, 'to strike', which prob.

stands for *i:d(fiEi.v and is cogn. with l^.pavire,

'to beat, ram, tread down'. See pave,

anapaestic, anapaestical, adj. — L. anapaesticus,

fr. Gk. avaTiotiOTiKo;, fr. avaTraioTo;. See prec.

word and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: anapaestic-al-Iy, adv.

anapaite, n., a hydrous ferrous calcium phosphate

(mineral.) — Named after Anapa on the Black

Sea. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Anaphalis, n., a genus of plants (hoi.) — ModL.,

of uncertain origin.

Anaphe, n., a genus of moths (zool.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. ava^T;;, 'impalpable', fr. av- (see priv.

pref. an-) and i.rfr„ 'touch, grip', from the stem

of aTTTEiv, 'to fasten, usually in the middle

voice aTTTECTilai, 'to touch". See apsis and cp.

words there referred to.

anaphora, n., repetition of the same word or

phrase in successive clauses, (rhet.)— Gk. dva-

9opa, 'a carrying back', fr. ava9£p£iv, 'to carry

back", fr. ava, 'back' (see ana-), and 9£p£tv, 'to

bear, carry'. See bear, 'to carry', and cp. -phore.

anaphrodisiac, adj., that which reduces sexual

desire; n., a drug reducing sexual desire. —
Formed fr. priv. pref. an- and Gk. acppoSlaia-

y/jc,, 'sexual, venereal'. See aphrodisiac,

anaphylaxis, n., exaggerated susceptibility, es-

pecially to protein (med. and biol.) — Coined

by the French physiologist Charles Richet

(1850-1935) in 1893 on analogy of prophylaxis

(q.v.) Anaphylaxi.s accordingly means the op-

posite of what IS expressed by prophylaxis; it is

formed fr. ana- and Gk. tpuXa^tt;, 'a watching,

guarding'. See pliylaxis.

anaplasty, n., plastic surgery. — F. anaplastie, fr.

Gk. dvcx7tXaCTT0(;, 'made anew', verbal adj. of
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avxTTAaaaeiv, 'to make anew, remodel', fr. dvd,

'again' (see ana-), and TiXdcjCTeiv, 'to mold, form'.

See plasma.

anaptotic, adj., of languages: characterized — as

English — by a tendency to lose declensional

forms.— Formed fr. Gk. avd, 'back' (see ana-),

and TtTcoTixo?, 'pertaining to cases', fr. TTTtoTo?,

'fallen', verbal adj. of TtfTTTEiv, 'to fall', which

stands for *m-TCT£tv, fr. *pt-, zero degree of

I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to fall'. See feather and

cp. symptom and words there referred to. For

the ending see sutf. -ic.

anarch, n., leader in anarchy. — Gk. fivapxoc,

'without chief, fr. dva (see priv. pref. an-) and

dpxos, 'chief, leader, ruler'. See arch-.

anarchy, n. — F. anarchie, fr. Gk. avapxidt, 'lack

of a leader, state of being without any leader',

fr. itvapypc, 'without chief. See anarch and -y

(representing Gk. -la).

Derivatives: anarch-ic, anarch-ic-al, adjs., an-

arch-ic-al-ly, adv., anarch-ism, n., anarch-ist, n.,

anarch-ize, tr. v.

anarthria, n., inability to articulate words (med.)

— Medical L., coined by the French neurologist

Pierre Marie (1853-1940) fr. Gk. Svapftpo.;,

'without joints' (see next word). For the ending

see sufF. -ia.

anarthrous, adj., unarticulated. — Gk. avap{>po;,

'without joints', fr. dcv- (see priv. pref. an-) and

ap^pov, 'joint, limb, organ'. See arthritis. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -o?, see -ous.

Anas, n., the genus of ducks (zool.) — L. anas,

'duck', cogn. with Lith. dntis, OPruss. antis,

OSlav. gty, ORuss. utovi, Serb, utva (fr. *gt-),

ON. ond, OF. ained, MDu. xnt, OHG. anut,

MHG. ant, G. Ente, and prob. also with Gk.

vr;a<Ta, Att. vTJTTa, Boeot. vaacra, 'duck', OI.

dtih, 'waterfowl'. Cp. Anatidae, Nesonetta. Cp.

also smew.

anasarca, n., a form of subcutaneous dropsy.

(med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. ava aipxa, ab-

breviation of uSpcoi}' dva adpxa, 'dropsy through-

out the flesh' ; fr. dvd, 'throughout' (see ana-),

and adp5, gen. aapxo?, 'flesh'. See sarco-.

anaspadias, n., a condition in which the urethra

opens on the upper surface of the penis (med)
— Medical L., fr. ana- and the stem of dTrav, 'to

draw'. See spasm and cp. words there referred to.

Anastasia, fem. PN. — Late L., fern, of Anasta-

sius (q.v.).

anastasis, n., convalescence (med.)— Medical L.,

fr. Gk. dvaCTTaCTiq, 'a standing up', ft. dvtardvai,

'to make to stand up', fr. dvd (see ana-) and

IctTdvai, 'to make to stand'. See state and cp.

apocatastasis, catastasis, hypostasis, metastasis.

Anastasius, masc. PN. — Late L. Anastasius, fr.

Gk. 'AvatJTdtjtot;, fr. dvdaxaaK;, 'resurrection',

111. a rising up". See prec. word and cp. Ana-

stasia.

anastomose, tr. v., to communicate by anasto-

mosis.— F. anastomoser, fr. anastomose, fr. Gk.

iivaaT6(jiMais. See next word.
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anastomosis, n., intercommunication of vessels in

the animal body or of parts in any branching

system (anal.) — Gk. dvaaxoijioxn?, 'outlet,

opening', fr. dvaoxotxouv, 'to furnish with a

mouth', fr. dvd (see ana-) and cjT6(ia, 'mouth'.

See stoma, stomach,

anastomotic, adj. — See prec. word and -otic,

anastrophe, n., inversion of the usual order of

words (rhet.)— L., fr. Gk. dvaCTTpo9Y), 'a turning

upside down; a turning up or back, inversion',

fr. dvatJTp^9Eiv, 'to turn up or back', fr. dvd

(see ana-) and CT-rpetpeLv, 'to turn'. See strophe

and cp. antistrophe, apostrophe, catastrophe,

anathema, n., curse, malediction; a thing or per-

son accursed. — L. anathema, fr. Gk. dvd&eiia,

'anything devoted', later used in the sense of

'anything devoted to evil, an accursed thing',

a later variant of dvdS-»)(jta, 'an offering', lit.

'that which is set up', fr. dvaxi&evai, 'to lay

upon', which is formed fr. dvd (see ana-) and

Tt^svai, 'to put, place'. See thesis and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives : anathemat-ic, anathemat-ic-al,a.dis.,

anathemat-ic-al-ly, adv., anathemat-ism, n., ana-

themat-ize (q.v.)

anathematize, tr. v. to pronounce an anathema

against; intr. v., to curse. — F. anathematiser,

fr. L. anthematizdre, fr. Gk. dva^efiaTtCsiv, 'to

devote to evil', fr. dvd&e[ia, gen. -^i\t.a.-:oc,. See

anathema and -ize.

Derivative: anathemat-iz-ation, n., anathemat-

iz-er, n.

Anatidae, n. pi., a family of birds, the ducks (or-

nilhol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

L. anas, gen. anatis, 'duck'. See Anas,

anatocism, n., compound interest (law). — L. ana-

tocismus, fr. Gk. dvaxoxttitiO!;,, fr. dvd, 'again'

(see ana-), and toxiI^elv, 'to lend on interest',

which is rel. to toxo?. 'childbirth', toxeu?,

'father', in pi. 'parents', and in gradational re-

lationship to TExvov, 'child', TixTEiv (for *Ti-

TKEiv), 'to bring forth, bear'. See thane and cp.

tecno-, toco-, atocia. For the ending see sufF.

-ism.

Anatolia, n., ancient name of Asia Minor. — ML.
Anatolia, fr, Gk. dvaToXr), 'sunrise, east', lit. 'a

rising above (the horizon)', fr. dvaxEXXEiv, 'to

rise', fr. dvd (see ana-) and teXXeiv, 'to ac-

complish, perform; to rise', which is rel. to

xiXoi;, 'end'. See tele- and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: Anatoli-an, adj. and n., Anatol-ic,

adj.

anatomic, anatomical, adj. — F. anatomique, fr.

L. aialomicus, fr. Gk. ivaTojxtX'S?, 'relating to

anatomy, skilled in anatomy', fr. dvaxo(i.id.

See next word and -ic, resp. also -aL

Derivative: anatomic-al-ly, adv.

anatomy, n. — F. anatomic, fr. L. anatomia, fr.

Gk. dvaxojxta, avaxoixT), 'dissection', which is

related to 4vax£(iveiv, 'to cut up', fr. dvd (see

ana-) and x^ixveiv 'to cut'. See tome and cp.

acrotomous, atom. For the ending see suff. -y

(representing Gk. -ia).

Derivatives: anatom-ism, n., anatom-ist , n., ana-

tom-ize, tr. v., anatom-iz-ation, n., anatom-iz-

er, n.

anbury, ambury, n., a soft tumor or wart on the

neck of a horse or an ox. — A compound prob.

meaning lit. 'a painful berrylike tumor'. For the

first element see the first element in agnaiL For

the second element see berry,

-ance, suff. — Fr. L. -antia, either directly or

through the medium of F. -ance. L. -antia de-

rives fr. -dns, gen. -antis, pres. part. suff. of the

verbs of the first Latin conjugation, and forms

abstract nouns denoting action, process, state or

quality. See -ant and -ce and cp. -ence. Cp. also

-ancy.

ancestor, n. — A blend of ME. ancestre and an-

cessour. ME. ancestre, derives fr. OF. ancestre

(F. ancetre), fr. L. antecessor, 'predecessor', lit.

'foregoer', fr. antecessus, pp. of antecedere, 'to

go before', fr. ante- and cedere, 'to go'. ME. an-

cessour, 'ancestor', comes fr. OF. ancessor, fr.

L. antecessorem, ace. of antecessor. See cede

and cp. antecessor,

ancestral, adj. — OF. ancestrel, fr. ancestre. See

ancestor and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: ancestral-ly, adv.

ancestry, n. — OF. ancesserie; refashioned after

OF. ancestre. See prec. word and -y (represent-

ing OF. ie).

Anchises, n., the father of Aeneas; see Aeneas. —
L. Anchises, fr. Gk. 'Ayx^'^')?. a name of un-

certain origin.

Anchistea, n., a genus of ferns (hot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. a.-ffy^'^^'^Q, 'next of kin', fr. ayyintoQ,

'nearest', superl. of aYX'. 'near', which is rel. to

ayxs^tv, 'to squeeze, throttle'. "Ayxt prop,

means 'pressed together'. See anger, anxious.

For the sense development of Gk. ayx'. 'near',

fr. dyx^iv, 'to squeeze', cp. F. pris, 'near, by',

fr. L. pressus, 'compressed'. The genus was

called Anchistea to intimate that it is related to

another genus of plants called Woodwardia. For

the Greek superl. suff. -laxoi; in S.yy_iGToq see

-est and cp. Callisto and words there referred

to.

anchor, n. — ME. anker, fr. OE. ancor, fr. L. an-

cora, fr. Gk. dyxupa, 'anchor', which is rel. to

Gk. dyxtiv, 'a bend', dyx'JXoc;, 'crooked,

curved'. See angle, 'corner', and cp. ancon,

ankylosis. Cp. also angora.

Derivatives: anchor, tr. and intr. v., anchor-age,

a., anchor-ed, adj., anchor-er, n.

anchoress, n., a female anchorite. — See next

word and -ess.

anchorite, also anchoret, n., hermit, recluse. —
Anchoret is the earlier form. It is a contraction

of still earlier anachoret, fr. L. anachoreta, fr. Gk.

dvax&ipTjx:!)!;, 'anchorite', lit. 'one who has re-

tired', fr. dvaxtdpeiv, 'to go back, retire', fr.

dvd, 'back' (see ana-), and yiafsit, 'to give
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place, withdraw', fr. y&poc,, 'free space, room'.

See chori-.

anchovy, n., a small, herringlike fish. — Sp. an-

chova, fr. Basque anchu, prop, 'dried fish', fr.

anchua, anchuva, 'dry'.

Anchusa, n., a genus of plants of the borage fa-

mily. — L. anchusa, fr. Gk. af/o^'^'''; 'alkanet',

which is of uncertain origin.

anchylose, n. — See ankylose.

anchylosis, n. — See ankylosis,

anchylotic, adj. — See ankylotic.

ancient, adj., old. — F. ancien, fr. VL. *antidnus,

'former', fr. ante, 'before' ; see ante-. The -t in

ancient is excrescent and is due to a confusion

of the ending of F. ancien with -ent, the English

equivalent of L. -ens (gen. -entis), the pres. part,

suff. of the II-IV. Latin conjugations. Cp. pag-

eant, peasant, pheasant, tyrant.

Derivatives : ancient, n., ancient-ly, adv., ancient-

ness, n., ancient-ry, n.

ancient, n. ensign. — Corruption of ensign,

ancile, n., the sacred shield of Rome.— L. ancile,

'the sacred shield of Rome', said to have fallen

from heaven. — The word prop, means 'cut in

on both sides', and stands for *am(,bi)-caid-sli,

from ambi-, 'round about', and caedere, 'to cut,

hew, fell'. See ambi- and cement,

ancillary, adj., pertaining to a maid servant; sec-

ondary, auxiliary. — L. ancilldris, 'relating to

female servants', fr. ancilla, 'a female servant',

dimin. fr. anculus, 'a man servant', which was

misdivided into anc-ulus. In reality, however,

anculus stands for an-culus and is compounded

of pref. am(b)- (see ambi-) and the base of L.

colere, 'to till (the ground), cultivate, dwell, in-

habit'. Sec colony and -ary. Cp. Gk. aixtpiTToXo?,

'handmaid of gods, priestess, attendant priest',

which is cogn with L. anculus.

ancipital, ancipitous, adj., having two edges. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al, resp. -ous, fr. L. an-

ceps, gen. ancipitis, 'having two heads', fr. an-,

a short form of ambi-, 'on both sides', and caput,

gen. capitis, 'head'. See ambi-, and capital, adj.

For the change of Latin a (in caput) to i (in an-

cipitis) see abigeal and cp. words there referred

to.

ancon, n., i) the elbow {anat.); i) a projection

supporting a cornice; console (archit.) — L., fr.

Gk. x-ry.wv. 'elbow', lit. 'bend (of the arm)'.

See angle, 'corner', and cp. anchor, ankylosis,

-ancy, suff. denoting quality or state. — Fr. L.

-antia, either directly or through the medium of

F. -ance, hence derivatively identical with -ance

(q.v.) Cp. -ency.

ancylostomiasis, n., hookworm disease (med.) —
Medical L., compounded of Gk. ayxuXo?,

'crooked, curved', and axofia, 'mouth'. See

ankylosis, stoma and -iasis.

Ancylus, n., a genus of snails (entomol.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. dyKuXoi;, 'crooked, curved'. See an-

kylosis,

and, conj. — ME., fr. OE. and, rel. to OS. endi.

ande, OFris. and{a), ande, MDu. ende, enn, Du.

en, OHG. enti, anti, later unta, unti, MHG. unde,

and, G. und, 'and', ON. enn, en, 'and, but', prob.

fr. I.-E. *i}thd-, whence also OI. dthi, 'then,

and'. Cp. an, 'if, and ampersand.

anadabata, n., a Roman gladiator whose helmet

had no opening for the eyes. — L., a word of

Gaulish origin. The first element of this word

means 'blind', and is cogn. with OI. andhdh,

Avestic anda, of s.m. The second element is of

the same origin and meaning as L. battuere, 'to

beat, strike'. See batter, 'to beat', and cp. words

there referred to.

Andalusia, n., a former province of southern

Spain. — Andalusia (= Sp. Andalucia), fr. Arab.

Andalus, a name denoting the whole peninsula,

fr. Late L. *Vandalicia, prop, 'the country

occupied by the Vandals'. See Vandal.

andalusite, n., a hard silicate of aluminum (Alj-

SiOs) {mineral:) — Formed with subst. suff.

-ite fr. Andalusia (see prec. word); so called be-

cause it was first found in Andalusia.

andante, adj., moderately slow; adv., in andante

tempo; n., an andante movement (musical

direction). — It., pres. part, of andare, 'to go',

rel. to Sp. and Port, andar, 'to go'; fr. VL. am-

bitdre, 'to go round', fr. L. ambitus, pp. of am-

bire, 'to go round'. See ambient.

andantino, adj., somewhat quicker (sometimes,

slower) than andante;adv.,in andantino tempo;

n., an andantino movement (musical direction).—
It., dimin. of andante.

andesine, n., a mineral of the group of feldspars.

— Coined by the German geologist Wilhelm

Hermann Abich (1806-86) from the name of the

Andes Mountains. For the ending see chem.

suff'. -ine.

andesite, n., name of a family of rocks (petrogr.)

— Coined by the German geologist Baron Chris-

tian Leopold von Buch (1774- 1853) from the

name of the Andes Mountains. For the ending

see subst. sutT. -ite.

Derivative: andesit-ic, adj.

andiron, n., either of a pair of metal supports for

logs in a fireplace. — ME. anderne, aundirne,

aundiren, fr. OF. andier (F. landier), fr. Gaul.

*andero-, 'a young bull' (cp. Ir, ainder, 'a young

woman', W. anner, 'heifer'); so called because

andirons were frequently adorned with the

heads of animals. Andiron was influenced in

form by, but is not related to, iron. Cp. gridiron.

andouille, n., a kind of sausage. — F., fr. VL.

*inductile, neut. of the adjective *inductilis, used

as a noun, fr. L. inductus, pp. of inducere, 'to

introduce'; see induce. Andouille must have de-

noted originally the filling that was 'introduced'

into the sausage.

andr-, form of andro- before a vowel.

Andrew, masc. PN. — OF. Andreu, Andrieu (F.

Andre), fr. L. Andreas, fr. Gk. "AvSp^a?, which

is rel. to dtvSpeioi;, 'manly', fr. dcvrip, gen. avSpo?,

'man*. See andro- and cp. dandy.
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andrewsite, n., a hydrous phosphate {mineral^) —
Named after the Irish physicist and chemist

Thomas Andrew (1813-58). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

Andrias, n., a genus of fossil salamanders {zool.)

— ModL., fr. Gr. avSpiag, 'image of a man',

diminutive formed fr. dvrjp, gen. av8p6<;, 'man';

see andro-. For the diminutive character of the

-«/-formative element see Kretschmerin Glotta,

14, 84f.

andro-, before a vowel andr-, combining form

meaning 'man'. — Gk. dvSpo-, dvSp-, fr. dv:r)p,

gen. avSpo;, 'man', which is cogn. with OI.

ndram (ace), 'man', ndryah, 'virile', Arm. ayr,

gen.-dat. arn, 'man', Alb. n'er, 'man', Umbr.

nerus (pi. ace.), 'men', Sabine-L. Nero, PN., lit.

'strong', W. ner, 'hero', Olr. nert, W., Co. nerth,

'virility'. Cp. Andrew, Andrias, andron, dandy,

'a fop', and the second element in Alexander,

Ardhanari, Dianira, Leander, philander, sundari.

Cp. also the first element in anthropo-.

androcracy, n., rule or supremacy of men. —
Compounded of andro- and -xpaTia, fr. zpdTO(;,

'strength, power, rule'. See -cracy.

androecium, n., the stamens of a flower taken

collectively (bot) — ModL., compounded of

andro- and Gk. otxtov, dimin. of oTxoi;, 'house'.

See economy.

androgen, n., a male sex hormone (biochem.) —
Coined fr. andro- and -gen.

androgynous, adj., hermaphrodite. — Gk. dvSpo-

yuvog, 'man-woman, hermaphrodite', fr. avrjp,

gen. avSpo?, 'man', and yuvr), 'woman'. See

andro- and gynaeco-, and cp. gynandrous. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -oq, see suff.

-ous.

Andromache, n., the wife of Hector {Greek my-

thol.) — L., fr. Gk. ' AvSpojiix^, lit. 'whose hus-

band excells in the fight', fr. dvT,p, gen. avSpo?,

'man', husband', and (la/r,, 'fight'. See andro-

and -machy.

Andromeda, n., i) the daughter of Cepheus and
Cassiopeia {Creek mythol.) — Gk. 'AvSpo^sSa,

Ion. 'AvSpo[ji£87), lit. 'mindful of her husband',

compounded of dvYjp, gen. dvSpoi;, 'man' (see

andro-), and y.zSt<j&ot.i, 'to be mindful of, give

heed to, think on', which is rel. to [^eSwv, aeSs-

cov, 'guardian, ruler' (prop. pres. part, of the

ancient verb {xiSz'.v, 'to protect, rule over'),

LiT,S£a&ai, 'to devise, resolve, advise', jjir.Ssa (pi.

neut.), 'counsels, plans, device, cunning', aeSifi-

voc, 'ameasure', fr. I.-E. base */wA/-, 'to measure,

limit, consider', which is a -^/-enlargement of

base *me-, 'to measure'. See meditate and cp.

Medea, Medusa and the second element in auto-

medon, Diomedes, Ganymede. Cp. also medical.

Andromeda, n., 1) name of a constellation in the

northern hemisphere; 2) name of a genus of

plants of the heath family (bot.)— From prec.

word.

*iHlron, n., men's apartment in a house (Greek

antiq.) — Gk. dcvSpcjv, a collateral form of

dvSpcoviTK;, 'men's apartment', fr . dvifjp, gen.

avSpo;, 'man'. See andro-.

androphobia, n., morbid dread of the male sex. —
ModL., compounded of Gk. dvYjp, gen. dcvSp6(;,

'man', and -cpopta, 'fear of, fr. t^o^oc,, 'fear'.

See andro- and -phobia.

Andropogon, n., the beard grass (bot.) — ModL.,

compounded of andro- and Gk. ttwy"'^" 'beard'.

See Pogonia.

Androsace, n., a genus of herbs of the primrose

family (bot^) — L. androsaces, name of a zoo-

phyte, fr. Gk. d-vSpouaxe?, of s.m., lit. 'man's

remedy', compounded of dvTjp, gen. dvSpo?,

'man', and axo;, 'remedy'. See andro-, and

aceology.

androsterone, n., a male sex hormone (biochem)

— Coined fr. andro-, ster(ol) and -one.

-androus, combining form used in botany in the

sense of 'having (a certain number or form) of

stamens (prop, male organs)', as in monandrous,

gynandrous.— Gk. -avSpo;, fr. dvrjp, gen. dvSpoi;,

'man'. See andro-.

-ane, suff., a variant of -an, fr. L. -anus, gener-

ally with differentiation of meaning. Cp. human,

humane, and urban, urbane.

-ane,suflf. used to form names of saturated hydro-

carbons (chem.); derivatively identical with

prec. suff.

anear, prep, and adv. (poetic). — Formed fr. a-,

'on', and near.

anecdote, n. — F., fr. Gk. dvExSo-ta (neut. pi. of

dveKSoTo;, 'not published'), used as a noun in

the sense of 'unpublished things', fr. dv- (see

priv. pref an-) and sxSoxa, 'things given out',

neut. pi. of ^xSoToi; verbal adj. of ExStSo>(ii,

'I give out' (fr. iy., 'out', and reduplication of

base *dd-, 'to give'). See ec- and date, 'point

of time'.

Derivatives: anecdot-age, n., anecdot-al, anec-

dot-ic, adjs., anecdotic-al-ly, adv., anecdot-ist, n.

anele, tr. v., to anoint (archaic). — ME. anelien,

'to anoint with oil', fr. OE. an, 'on', and ME.

ele (fr. OE. ale), 'oil', fr. L. oleum. See a-, 'on',

and oil.

anemia, anaemia, n., deficiency of blood (med)

— Gk. avatfjiia, 'want of blood, bloodlessness',

fr. d\i- (see priv. pref. an-) and aljioc, 'blood'.

See hemal.

Derivatives: anemi-al (anaemi-al), anem-ic (an-

aem-ic), adjs.

Anemia, n., a genus of plants of the climbing-

fern family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. dvEipicov,

'unclad', fr. av- (see priv. pref an-) and etjjia,

which corresponds to Dor. fTJjjLa, 'a dress, gar-

ment', and is cogn. with Gk. £!7!>7;;(for *."£ct&7;;),

'clothing', cwjvai ('for *f£av'jvai), 'to clothe',

and cogn. with L. vestis, 'covering for the body,

clothes'. See vest and cp. himation.

anemo-, before a vowel anem-, combining form

meaning 'wind'. — Gk. dvefxo-, dvEjjL-, fr.

dvEfjio?, 'wind', which is cogn. with L. anima,

'breath of air, air, breath, soul, life', animus.



anemology

'soul, spirit, mind, courage, wish, desire'. See

animus.

anemology, n., tiie science of wind. — Com-

pounded of anemo- and Gk. -^loyta, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: anemolog-ic-al, adj.

anemometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

velocity of the wind.— Compounded of anemo-

and Gk. [xsTpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm.'

Derivatives: ammometr-y, n., anemometr-ic,

adj.

anemone, n. — Gk. avsiJitovr), 'the wind flower'^

which prob. derives fr. Heb. na'dmin in nife

m'dmanfm (Is. 17:10), lit. 'plants of pleasant-

ness', fr. na'em, 'was pleasant'. See Paul de La-

garde in Abhandlungen der Gesellschaft der

Wissenschaften zu Gottingen, XXXV, p. 205,

and Heinrich Lewy, Die semitischen Fremd-

worter im Griechischen, Berlin, 1895, p. 49- For

the etymology of Heb. na'em, 'was pleasant', see

Naaman and cp. words there referred to. Gk.

avsficdvr] was influenced in form by ^^e^ioc,,

'wind'. For the ending -covy] in dvE[Xfbv7) cp.

apyen"^^' '* '^'"'^ °^ poppy', fr. Heb. argamdn,

'purple' (see Argemone).

Anemonetla, n., a genus of herbs of the family

Ranunculaceae (hot.) — ModL., dimin. of ane-

mone (q.v.) For the ending see suff. -ella.

anencephalic, adj., having no brain (zool)— Gk.

av£Y>ce9a)^o?, coined by Galen from av- (see

priv. pref -an) and Gk. syxEtpaXoi;, 'brain'. See

encephalic.

anent, prep., concerning, about. — ME. anent,

anentis, fr. OE. onefen, onemn, 'near to, close

by', orig. 'on a level with', fr. an-, on-, 'on', and

efe'n, 'even, equal'. Cp. OHG. (MHG., G.) ne-

ben, 'near to, by the side of, shortened fr. in-

eben, fr. in, 'in', and ebani, 'equality". See on and

even, 'straight'. The final t in anent is excrescent.

Cp. foment.

-aneous, adj. suff. — L. -aneus. See -an and -ous.

anergy, n., lack of energy (med.) — Medical L.

anergia, 'lack of energy', formed on analogy of

energy fr. priv. pref an- andGk. spyov, 'work'.

See ergon.

Derivative: anerg-ic, adj.

aneroid, adj., containing no liquid (said of a kind

of barometer); n., an aneroid barometer. — F.

anerolde, ht. 'without liquid', compounded of

priv. pref. a- and Gk. vapog, wjpoq, 'flowing,

liquid' (which is rel. to voetv, 'to flow'), and

-oei8t;c, 'hke', fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See

Nereid and -old.

anesthesia, anaesthesia, n., insensibility. — Gk.

dvaio^Tiaia, 'lack of sensation', fr. dcvaioSTjTetv,

'to be without sense of something, lack sen-

sation', fr. dtv- (see priv. pref. an-) and ai<j»Tr)T6i;,

'sensible, perceptible', verbal adj. of ataftavea-

*ai, 'to perceive'. See esthete and cp. estfaesia.

anesthetic, anaesthetic, adj., producing insen-
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sibility; n., substance producing anesthesia. —
Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. dvaCa*T)TO(;, 'with-

out feeling', fr. dv- (see priv. pref an-) and

alCT&r^Toc, 'sensible, perceptible'. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: anesthet-ist, n., anesthet-ize, tr. v.

anet, n., dill. — F. anet, aneth, fr. L. anethum,

fr. Gk. avY)&ov, 'dill, anise'. Cp. Gk. SvTaov,

L. anlsum, and see anise,

aneurysm, n., a morbid dilatation of the coat of

an artery {med.)— Gk. avsupudtioq, 'dilatation',

fr. dvEupuvsLv, 'to dilate', fr. i.-j'i. (see ana-), and

Eupiiveiv, 'to widen', fr. eup'J?, "wide', which is

cogn. with 01. uriil}, 'wide'. The spelling

anemism (with i instead of y) is due to a con-

fusion with words ending in -ism.

Derivatives: aneurysm-al, adj., aneurysm-al-ly,

adv., aneurysm-at-ic, adj.

anfractuosity, n., circuitousness. — F. anfractu-

osite, fr. L. anfrdctus. See anfractuous and -ity.

anfractuous, adj., circuitous. — F. anfractueux

(fem. anfractueuse), fr. L. anfrdctuosus, fr. am-

frdctus, anfrdctus, 'a breaking round; a turning,

winding', fr. am-, shortened form of ambi-,

amb-, 'about, around', and frdctus, pp. of

frangere, 'to break'. See ambi- and fraction.

Derivatives : anfractuous-ness, n.

anew, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'of, and new.

angaralite, n., a magnesium aluminum iron sili-

cate {mineral.) — Named after Angara River in

Siberia. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

angaria, n., a system of relays of couriers for dis-

patching official letters in ancient Persia, later

also in the Roman empire. — L., 'service to a

lord', fr. Gk. dYYapela, 'impressment for the

public service', fr. dyyapot;, 'mounted courier,

messenger', of Persian, uU. Semitic, origin. See

angel.

angary, n., the right of a warring nation to use

or destroy the property of neutrals. — F. an-

garie, fr. L. angaria. See prec. word.

angel, n. — ME., fr. OF. angele (F. ange), fr. L.

angelus, fr. Gk. ar^skoc,, 'messenger, divine

messenger, angel' (whence the verb dryEXXeLv,

'to bear a message, report, tell'), which is rel. to

&T(!iLfoc„ 'mounted courier, messenger'; of

Persian, ult. of Sem. origin. Cp. Akkad. agarru,

'hireling, hired laborer', fr. agdru, 'to hire',

which is rel. to Aram, agar, eggdr, 'he hired',

(whence Arab, djara, of s.m.), Heb. iggereth,

Aram, igg'rd, iggarld, 'letter', prop, 'message'

Cp. angaria, the first element in Ingram and the

second element in evangel. The sense develop-

ment of Gk. a-n'o'P°';> resp. Affckoi;, from a

Sem. noun meaning 'hireling', may be illustrated

by the phases: 'hireling, hired messenger, mes-

senger'. Gk. S.rr^°<i in the sense of 'angel', is

a loan translation of. Heb. mal'dkh, 'messenger,

divine messenger, angel', fr. base l-'-k, 'to send'.

Derivatives: angel-ic, adj., angelica (q.v.), angel-

ic-al, adj., angel-ic-al-ly, adv., angel-ic-ize, tr. v.,

angel-ize, tr. v.
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Angela, fem. PN. — Fem. of L. angelus, 'angel'.

See prec. word and cp. angelica, Angelina.

angelfish, n. — The name is prob. due to the mis-

reading of the Dutch name of this fish zeeegel,

lit. 'sea urchin', as zeeengel, 'sea angel' (cp. its

French name ange de mer), a mistake suggested

by the winglike fins of this fish.

angelic, adj.— V.angelique, fr. L. angelicus, fr. Gk.

dyy^'^t'*"^?' 'angelic', fr. i.yyzkoz. See angel and

-ic.

Angelica, fem. PN. — Fem. of L. angelicus, 'an-

gelic'. See prec. word and cp. Angela, Angelina.

Angelica, n., a genus of plants {hot.) — ModL.,

lit. 'the angelic (herb)', fr. L. (herba) angelica,

fem. of angelicus (see prec. word); so called

because of its medicinal properties.

Angelina, fem. PN. — Dimin. of Angela (q.v.).

angelo-, combining form meaning 'angel'. See

angel.

angelolatry, n., the worship of angels. — Com-
pounded of angelo- and Gk. -Xaxpsia, -XaTpta,

fr. XaTpetS, 'hired labor, worship'. See -latry.

angelot, n., 1) a gold coin; 2) a sort ofcheese made

in Normandy; 3) a musical instrument. —
OF., dimin. of angele, 'angel'. See angel.

anger, n. — ME., fr. ON. angr, 'sorrow, afflic-

tion', rel. to ON. ongr, OE. enge, 'narrow, pain-

ful', OS. engi, MDu. enghe, Du. eng, OHG. an-

gi, engi, MHG. enge, G. eng, Goth, aggwus,

'narrow', and cogn. with Ol. amhu-, 'narrow',

drnhah, 'anguish, need, anxiety', Avestic qzah-,

'distress, oppression', Gk. ayxeiv, 'to squeeze'

(esp. the throat), 'strangle, throttle, hang',

dYXovr), 'strangling, hanging; rope', iSyxt,

dyxou, 'near' (lit. 'narrow'), ctaaov (for *(Xyx-iov),

'nearer', L. angere, 'to press together, throttle,

torment', angustus, 'narrow'. Arm. anjuk, 'nar-

row', OSlav. qzg, qziti, 'to narrow, compress',

qzota, 'narrowness', 'qzosti, 'a narrowing, nar-

rowness', qzuku, 'narrow', Lith. ankslas, 'nar-

row', fr. I.-E. base *angh-, 'to narrow, com-

press" ; the corresponding Celtic base is *engh-,

*i}gh-, whence Bret, enk, 'narrow', Ir. cumung,

'narrow', Ir., W. ing, 'distress'. Cp. agnail, an-

gina, anguish, anxious, and the second element

in cynanche, quinsy, squinancy, Orobancbe.

Derivatives: angr-y, adj., angr-i-ly. adv.

anger, tr. v. — ON. angra, fr. angr, 'anger'. See

anger, n.

angina, n., inflammation of the throat; quinsy. —
L. angina, 'quinsy', prob. a loan word fr. Gk.

^T/J>'^, 'a throttling, strangling, hanging'. The
form angina (instead of *ancina) is due to the

influence of angere, 'to throttle'. See anger,

n., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: angin-al, adj.

angio- before a vowel angi-, combining form
meaning 'covered by a seed or blood vessel", as

'n angiosperm. — Gk. dyyeio-, fr. dyyEiov,

'vessel', fr. iSyyo?, 'vessel', a word of uncertain

origin. Cp. the second element in Hydrangea,

sporangium, synangium.

angiology, n., that branch of anatomy which

deals with the blood vessels. — Compounded
of angio-, and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic). See -logy.

angioma, n., a tumor consisting of dilated blood

vessels {med.) — Medical L., formed with suff.

-oma fr. Gk. dyyeiov, 'vessel'. See angio-.

angiosperm, n., name of a large class of plants

which has its seeds inclosed in an ovary. —
Coined (in the Modern Latin form Angiosper-

mae) by Paul Hermann in 1 690 fr. Gk. dyyEiov,

'vessel, receptacle' and CTicepixa, 'seed'. See

angio- and sperm.

Derivatives : angiosperm-al, angiosperm-atous,

angiosperm-ic, angiosperm-ous, adjs.

angle, n., comer. — F., fr. L. angulus, 'angle,

comer', which is cogn. with Arm. angiun, anki-

un, OSlav. qg{u)lu, 'comer', OSlav. qkotH,

'hook', Lith. anka, 'loop', OI. dngam, 'limb',

angulih, angurih, 'finger, toe', angusfhdh, 'big

toe, thumb', Avestic angushta-, 'toe, finger', OI.

ankdh, 'hook; bent', dncati, 'bends, curves', Gk.

ayxo?, 'a bend, hollow', dy>c(ov, 'elbow', dyxuXo?,

'crooked, curved', SyxOpa, 'anchor', L. ancus,

'crooked, curved', OE. ancleo, ancleow, 'ankle',

OE. anga, OHG. ango, 'hook'. All these words

derive fr. I.-E. base *ang-, resp. *anq-, 'to bend'.

Cp. angle, 'fishhook', Angle, anchor, ancon,

angula, angular, ankle, ankylosis, and the second

element in triangle. Cp. also the second element

in sarangousty. The above l.-E. words stand in

gradational relationship to Gk. oyxo?, L. un-

cus, 'hook', MIr. ecath, 'fishhook'; cp. Uncaria,

nuciferous, imcinal, uncinate, uncinus, uncus,

aduncus, Redunca.

angle, n., a fishhook. — OE. angel, fr. anga,

'hook', rel. to ON. ongull, OHG. angul (MHG.,
G. angel), 'fishhook', and cogn. with L. ancus,

'crooked, curved', uncus, 'hook". See angle,

'corner'.

Derivatives: angle, tr. and intr. v., angl-er, n.,

angl-ing, n.

Angle, n., member of a Teutonic tribe that came in

the 5th century from what is now known as

Schleswig-Holstein to Britain and conquered it.

— L. Anglus, pi. Angli, of Teut. origin. Cp. OE.

Angle, Engle, prop, 'the people coming from

Angul (= ON. Ongull), 'a hookshaped district

in Schleswig', fr. angul (= ON. ongull), 'fish-

hook, angle', which is rel. to anga, OHG. ango,

'hook'. See angle, 'fishhook', and angle, 'comer',

and cp. English, Anglican, Anglo-Saxon,

ai^esite, n., a mineral containing lead sulfate. —
Coined by the French mineralogist and physi-

cist Francois Sulpice Beudant in 1832; so called

by him in allusion to the fact that it was dis-

covered by Withering in Anglesey (in 1783).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Anglican, adj. and n. — ML. Anglicdnus, fr. An-

glicus, 'English', fr. Late L. Anglus. See Angle

and -an.



anglice

anglice, adv., in English.— ML. Anglice, fr. Ang-

licus. See prec. word.

Anglicism, anglicism, n. — Formed with suff.

-ism fr. ML. Anglicus. See Anglican.

Anglicize, anglicize, tr. and intr. v. — Formed

with suff. -ize, fr. ML. Anglicus. See Anglican.

Derivative: angliciz-ation, n.

Anglo-, combining form meaning 'English'. —
Fr. Late L. Angli, 'the English'. See Angle,

Anglo-Saxon.

Anglomania, n., a mania for what is English. —
Compounded of Anglo- and Gk. (jiavia, 'mad-

ness, frenzy'. See mania.

Derivative: Anglomani-ac, adj.

Anglophile, Anglophil, n., a friend of England or

the English; adj., friendly to England or the

English. — Compounded of Anglo- and Gk.

91X0?, 'friend'. See -phile, -ptiiL

Anglophobe, n., one who fears or hates England

or the English. — Compounded of Anglo- and

Gk. -cpopog, fr. tp6po?, 'fear'. See -phobe.

Derivative: Anglophob-ic, adj.

Anglophobia, n., fear or hatred of England or the

English. — Compounded of Anglo- and Gk.

-rpopta, 'fear of, fr. 96^0;, 'fear'. See -phobia.

Derivative: Anglophob-ic, adj.

Anglo-Saxon, n. — ML. Anglo-Saxones, fr. ear-

lier Angli Saxones, 'the English', fr. L. Angll,

'the Angles', in Late L. 'the English', and L.

Saxones, 'the Saxons', in Late L. 'the English'.

Accordingly the term Anglo-Saxon is tautolog-

ical, inasmuch as both elements of this com-

pound denote 'the English'. See Angle and

Saxon.

angola, n. — Corruption of angora,

angora, n., i) an Angora cat; 2) Angora wool or

anything made of it. — Named from the town

Angora (now Ankara) in Asia Minor, fr. L. An-

cyra, fr. Gk."Ayy.Opa, fr. ayxupa, 'anchor'. See

anchor,

angostura, n., a bitter aromatic bark. — Short-

ened fr. angostura bark, lit. 'bark of the tree

growing at Angostura', now Ciudad Bolivar, in

Venezuela, on the narrows of the Orinoco River;

so called fr. Sp. angostura, 'a narrow pass', fr.

angosto, fr. L. angustus, 'narrow'. See anguish,

n., and -ure.

angrite, n., a meteorite stone. — Named after

Angra dos Reis in Brazil. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

angry, adj. — Formed fr. anger with suff. -y (re-

presenting OE. -ig).

Derivatives: angri-ly, adv., angri-ness, n.

angstrom unit, angstrom, n., unit of length equal

to one hundred-millionth of a centimeter; used

to measure the wavelengths of light. — Named
after the Swedish physicist Anders Jonas Ang-

strom (1814-1874).

Anguidae, n. pi., a family of lizards {zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L. anguis,

'serpent, snake'. See anguine.

Anguilla, n., a genus of fishes, the common eel
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iichthyol.) — L. anguilla, 'eel', prop, 'the snake-

like fish', fr. anguis, 'snake' ; see next word. Cp

the cognate Gk. eyzeaui; (see Encelia), OPruss.

angurgis, Lith. ungurys, OSlav. *qgorl (appear-

ing in Russ. Hgori, Pol. w(gorz), 'eel', which all

mean derivatively 'the snakelike fish'. It. an-

guilla, F. anguille, Sp. anguila, Port, enguia and

prob. also OSlav. qgulja, j^gulja, 'eel', derive fr.

L. anguilla.

anguine, adj., pertaining to a serpent. — L. an-

gulnus, fr. anguis, 'serpent, snake', which is cogn.

with Arm. auj, oj, Lith. angis, OPruss. angis,

Lett, iiodze, Russ. az, Pol. wqz, and prob. also

with 01. dhih, Avestic azish, 'snake', Gk. i-xK,

'viper'. See echidna and cp. Anguidae, Anguilla,

Anguis. Cp. also Ahi, Encelia, ask, 'water newt'.

For the ending see suff. -ine (representing L.

-Inus).

anguineous, adj., serpentlike. — L. anguineus, fr.

anguis, 'serpent' ; see prec. word. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Anguis, n., a genus of lizards, the blindworm

{zool.) — L. anguis, 'serpent, snake'. See an-

guine,

anguish, n. — ME. anguise, angoise, fr. OF. an-

guisse, angoisse (F. angoisse), fr. L. angustia (in

classical Latin used mostly in the pi.), 'narrow-

ness, deficiency', fr. angustus, 'narrow', fr. an-

gere, 'to throttle, torment'. See anger and words

there referred to and cp. esp. angostura.

anguish, tr. and intr. v. — OF. anguissier, an-

goissier (F. angoisser), fr. anguisse, angoisse. See

prec. word.

Derivative: anguish-ed, adj.

anguishous, adj., causing anguish; anguished;

anxious, (obsol.) — OF. angoissos, fr. VL. *an-

gustiosus, fr. L. angustus, 'narrow". See an-

guish, n.

Derivative: anguishous-ly, avd.

angula, n., a measure in ancient India, corre-

sponding to 1.05 inches, lit., 'finger'. — OI.

angulah, 'finger', rel. to ahgiitih, ahgurih, 'finger,

toe; angusthdh, 'big toe, thumb', dricati, 'he

bends, curves', and cogn. with Gk. a-fxcov, 'el-

bow', L. ancus, 'crooked, curved', angulus,

'angle, corner'. See angle, 'corner'.

angular, adj. — L. anguldris, 'having corners or

angles', fr. angulus. See angle, 'corner', and -ar.

Derivatives: angular-ity, n., angular-ly, adv.,

angular-ness, n.

angulate, adj. — L. anguldtus, pp. of anguldre,

'to make angular', fr. angulus. See angle, 'cor-

ner', and adj. suff. -ate.

anguria, n., the gourd ; the watermelon.— ModL.,

fr. Late Gk. ayYoiptoM, 'watermelon', which

derives fr. Pers. angdrah. See gherkin.

Angus, masc. PN. — Scot., rel. to Ir. Aonghus,

a compound whose two elements are cognate

with E. one, resp. choice,

anhelation, n., panting, asthma {archaic). — F.

anhelation, fr. L. anheldtionem, ace oianheldtio,

'difficulty of breathing, panting', fr anheldtus.
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pp. oianheldre, 'to breathe with difficulty' , which

is prob. compounded of pref. an-, 'up, upward'

(see ana-), and heldre, 'to breathe', which prob.

stands for *ansldre, fr. I.-E. base *an-, 'to blow,

breathe'. See animus and cp. exhale, inhale. For

the ending see suff. -ation.

anhistous, adj., with no recognizable structure

(biol.) — Formed with suff. -ous fr. priv. pref.

an- and Gk. loxoi;, 'tissue', which stands for

*atCTT6i; and lit. means 'that which makes to

stand', from the stem of t<TT7)[j,i (for *(jictt/)|xi),

'I make to stand'. See histo- and cp. the second

element in Actinistia.

anhydride, anhydrid, n., an oxide which is capable

of forming an acid, if added to water {chem.)—
Formed with suff. -ide resp. -id, fr. Gk. avuSpoi;,

'waterless'. See anhydrous,

anhydrite, n. , anhydrous calcium sulfate {mineral.)

— Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. otvuSpo;,

'waterless'. See next word and cp. prec. word.

anhydrous, adj., containing no water {chem.) —
Gk. avuSpoc, 'waterless', fr. iv- (see priv. pref.

an-) and (iSup, 'water'. See hydro-. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to Gk. -oc;, see suff. -ous.

aid, n., any of certain black birds of the cuckoo

family. — Sp. ani. Port, ani, fr. Tupi ani.

anicut, annicut, n., a dam {Anglo-Ind.) — Tamil

anai kattu, 'dam building'.

anigh, adv., new {pseudo-archaic). — Formed

on analogy of afar, etc., fr. a-, 'on', and

nigh,

anights, adv. {archaic) — Formed fr. OE. on

nihte; see a-, 'on', night, and the adv. suff. -s.

anil, n., 1) a West Indian shrub, from which in-

digo is made; 2) indigo. — Port, anil, fr. Arab.

an-nil, assimilated fr. al-ntl, fr. al-, 'the', and

nil, 'indigo", fr. Pers. nila, ult. fr. OI. nili, 'indi-

go', fr. ntlah, 'dark blue'. Cp. lilac.

Derivatives: anil-ic, adj., anil-ide, n., aniline

(q.v.)

anile, adj., like an old woman. — L. anllis, 'per-

taining to an old woman', fr. anus, gen. aniis,

'old woman', from the I.-E. imitative base *an-,

whence also Hitt. annash, 'mother', hannash,

'grandmother', Gk. awt:, 'grandmother',

Lith. anyla, 'mother-in-law", OPruss. ane, 'old

mother', OHG. ano. MHG. ane, an, 'grand-

father, great grandfather', OHG. ana, 'grand-

mother, great grandmother', G. Ahnen, 'ances-

tors', OHG. eninchili (whence MHG. eninkel,

enenkel, G. Enkel), 'grandson', prop, dimtn.

of OHG. ano, 'great grandfather'. Cp. the first

element in Olaf.

Derivative: anile-ness, n.

aniline, also anilin, n., an oily, poisonous liquid,

C^HsNA^ {chem.) — Coined by C.J.Fritzsche

in 1 84 1 fr. anil and chem. suff. -ine, resp. -in.

Derivative: aniline, anilin, adj.

anility, n., quality of being anile. — L. anilitds,

'the old age of a woman, anility', fr. anilis. See

anile and -ity.

animadversion, n., criticism; blame. — L. ani-

madversio, gen. -onis, 'perception, observation,

attention', fr. animadversus, pp. of animadver-

tere. See animadvert and -ion.

Derivative: animadversion-al, adj.

animadversive, adj., percipient. — Formed with

suff. -ive fr. L. animadversus, pp. of animadver-

tere. See next word.

Derivative: animadversive-ness, n.

animadvert, intr. v., to criticize, blame, censure.

— L. animadvertere, contraction of animum ad-

verlere, 'to direct one's mind, attend', fr. ani-

mum, ace. of animus, 'mind*, and advertere, 'to

turn toward'. See animus and advert,

animal, n. — L., lit. 'a living being', fr. animdle,

neut. of animdlis, 'of air, living', fr. anima,

'breath of air, air, breath, soul, life' ; see animus

and adj. suff. -al. For sense development cp. Gk.

^(jiov, 'animal, which is rel. to ^oy), 'life', and

OE. dear, 'a wild animal', lit. 'a breathing being',

which is cogn. with OSlav. duchU, 'breath,

spirit', dusa, 'soul'. Cp. also Heb. hayyd", 'wild

animal, beast', which is rel. to hdyd", 'he lived',

hayyim, 'life'.

animal, adj. — L. animdlis, 'of air, living, ani-

mate'. See animal, n.

animalcular, adj. — Formed with suff. -ar fr. L.

animalculum. See next word.

animalcule, n., a very small animal, esp. one per-

ceptible only by a microscope. — Late L. ani-

malculum, dimin. of L. animal. See animal, n.,

and -cule.

animalism, n., animal character; the doctrine that

man is a mere animal. — See animal and -ism.

animalist, n., i) one who believes in animalism;

2) an artist representing animals. — See animal

and -ist.

animalize, tr. v., to make like an animal. — See

animal and -ize.

Derivative: animaliz-ation, n.

animate, tr. v., to give life to, to enliven. — L.

animdtus, pp. of animare, 'to fill with air or

breath, to animate', fr. anima. See animus and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: animat-cd, adj. animat-ed-ly, adv.,

animal-er, n., animat-ing, adj., animat-ing-ly,

adv., animation, animatism (qq.v.)

animate, adj., living. — L. animdtus, pp. of ani-

mare. See animate, v.

Derivatives: animate-ly, adv., aniniate-ness, n.

animation, n., hfe; vivacity. — L. animdtio, gen.

-onis, 'an animating', fr. animdtus, pp. of ani-

mare. See animate and -ion.

animatism, n., the primitive belief that the inani-

mate is regarded as if it were animated. —
Coined by Maretti in 1899 in contradistinction

to animism. See animate, adj. and -ism.

animatistic, adj. — See prec. word and -istic.

anime, n., any of various resin?. - - F fr. Sp.

anime, which is a Tupi loan word.

animism, n., a word of many meanings, but used

esp. in the sense of 'theory of the universal ani-

mation of nature' (Sir Edward Burnett Tylor's



animist

definition in Primitive Culture, chapter iij. —
Coined by the German physicist and chemist

Georg Ernst Stahl (1660- 17 34) and re-intro-

duced by E. B. Tyler in 1 87 1 . See animus and -ism

and cp. animatism.

animist, n., one who believes in animism. — See

animism and -ist.

Derivative: animist-ic, adj.

animosity, n., ill will; enmity. — F. animosite, fr.

L. animositdtem, ace. of animositds, 'boldness,

vehemence', fr. animosus, 'bold, vehement', fr.

animus. See next word, adj. suff. -ose and suff.

-ity.

animus, n., i) intention; 2) animosity. — L.,

'soul, spirit, mind, courage, wish, desire', rel. to

anima, 'breath of air, air, breath, soul, life', and

cogn. with Gk. avsijiot;, 'wind', fr. I.-E. base

*an-, 'to blow, breathe', whence also OI. dni-ti,

dna-ti, 'breathes', dni-lah, 'breath', Olr. anal, W.

anadl, MBret. (with metathesis) alazn, 'breath',

Olr. animm, Co., Bret, eneff, 'soul', Goth, uz-

anan, 'to exhale', ON. anda, 'to breathe', andi,

and, 'breath, soul, spirit', OE. edian (for *an-

pjan), 'to breathe', OSlav. vonja, 'smell'. Alb.

Gheg aj, Tosk en, 'I swell', Tech. A anma. Arm.

anjn, 'soul'. Cp. animadvert, animal, animal-

cule, animate, animosity, equanimity, exanimate,

exhale, inhale, longanimity, magnanimous, mag-

nanimity, pusillanimous, pusillanimity, unani-

mous, unanimity. Cp. also ahura, anemo-, an-

helation, asthma, asura, prana.

anion, n., a negatively charged ion (physical

chem.) — Gk. aviov, neut. of avttbv, pres.

part, of dtvL^ai, 'to go up', fr. ava (see ana-)

and Isvai, 'to go', which is cogn. with L. ire,

'to go'. See itinerate. The word anion was in-

troduced into electricity by the English physi-

cist and chemist Michael Faraday (1791-1867);

cp. ion, cation.

Derivative: anion-ic, adj.

anis-, combining form. See aniso-.

anise, n. — F., fr. L. anisum, fr. Gk. Svlaov,

'anise, dill'. Cp. Gk. ivyj&ov, L. anethum, and

see anet.

Derivative: anis-ic, adj.

aniseed, n. — Contraction of anise-seed,

anisette, n., liqueur flavored with aniseed. — F.,

dimin. of anise. For the ending see suff. -ette.

aniso-, anis-, combining form meaning 'a deri-

vative of anise" (chem.) — Gk. dcvlo-, avi<jo-,

fr. itvTaov, 'anise'. See anise,

aniso-, anis-, combining form meaning 'unequal,

unsymmetrical'. — Gk. iviao-, fr. ivicioi;, 'un-

equal', fr. (iv- (see priv. pref. an-) and laot;,

'equal'. See iso-.

anisomerous, adj., not isomerous (hot.)— Formed

fr. priv. pref. an- and isomerous.

anisotropic, adj., not isotropic (physics). --i^orm-

ed fr. priv. pref. an- and isotropic,

anker, n., a liquid measure. — Du., rel. to G.

Anker, Swed. ankare, fr. ML. anceria, ancheria,

'keg, vat', which is of uncertain origin.
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ankh, n., a tau cross (T) with an oval at the top,

the Egypt, symbol of life. — Egypt, ankh, 'life'.

anklet, n., a ring for the ankle. — Contraction of

ankle and dimin. sulT. -let.

ankle, n. — ME. ancle, ankle, prob. of Scand.

origin ; cp. ON. okkla (for *ankula), Dan., Swed.

ankle. The collateral ME. form anclowe derives

fr. OE. ancleo, ancleow. Cp. MDu. anclau, enkel,

Du. enkel, OHG. anchldo, anchal, enchil, MHG.,
G. enkel, 'ankle'. All these words are diminu-

tives formed with suff. -el, -/(see dimin. suff. -le),

from the Teut. stem appearing in MHG. anke,

'joint', G. Enke, 'ankle'. OI. ahgam, 'limb',

angulih, 'finger', and L. angulus, 'angle, comer',

are cogn. with these Teut. words; see angle,

'corner', and cp. angula.

ankus, n., an elephant goad. — Hind., fr. OI.

ahkusah, rel. to OI. dhcati, 'bends, curves', and

cogn. with L. ancus, 'curved, crooked', angulus,

'angle, corner'. See angle, 'comer', and cp.

prec. word.

ankylo-, before a vowel ankyl-, combining form

meaning 'crooked'. — Gk. crpcSXa-, a.yv.\Sk-,

fr. aY>"i>.o;, 'crooked, curved'. See ankylosis,

ankylose. anchylose. tr. v., to affect with anky-

losis; intr. v., to be aiTected with ankylosis.

—

Back formation fr. ankylosis,

ankylosis, anchylosis, n., stiffening of the joints.

— Medical L., fr. Gk. i.y>i.\ik<ii<s\.c„ fr. ayJCJ^-ouv,

'to crook, bend', fr. dtyxuXoi;, 'crooked, curved',

which is rel. to ayxoi;, 'bend, hollow; mountain

glen'. See angle, 'corner', and cp. anchor, ancon,

Ancylus, ankus.

ankylotic, anchylotic,adj.— See prec. word and -ic.

aniace, n., a dagger with tapering blade. — Meta-

thesis of OF. alenas, alesne (F. alene), 'dagger',

fr. OHG. alansa, a derivative of dla, 'awl'.

See awl.

aniaut, n., initial sound. — G. Anlaut, fr. an, 'on,

at', and Laul, 'sound, tone', G. an is rel. to E.

on (q.v.) G. Laut, 'sound, tone', derives fr. laut,

loud'; see loud. Cp. ablaut, auslaut, Inlaut,

umlaut.

Ann, Anna, Anne, fem. PN. — L. Anna, fr. Gk.

"A\A)a, fr. Heb. Hanni", lit. 'grace', from the

base of hdndn, 'he was gracious, showed favor'.

See Hannah,

anna, n., an Indian penny. — Hind. and.

Annabel, Annabella, fem. PN. — The name is

usually interpreted as a compound of Anna and

Bella. It is more probable, however, that it arose

from a misreading of the name Amabel for Ana-

bel. Cp. Arabel, Arabella,

annabergite, n., a hydrous nickel arsenate (min-

eral) — Named after Annaberg in Saxony. For

the ending see subst. suiT. -ite.

annalist, n., a writer of annals. — F. annaliste, fr.

annates, 'annals', fr. L. annules. See next word

and -ist.

annals, n. pi. — L. annates (scil. libri), 'chroni-

cles', lit. 'yearly (books)', pi. of anndlis, 'per-

taining to a year', fr. annus, 'year'. See annual.
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annates, n. pi., first fruits of an ecclesiastical

benefice payable to the Pope. — ML. anndta,

'income of a year', fr. L. annus, 'year'. See

annual.

anneal, tr. v., to temper by heat; to temper. —
ME. anelen, fr. OE. anielan, 'to burn, kindle',

fr. an, 'on (see a- 'on'), and xtan, 'to kindle,

bum', which is rel. to OE. dl, 'fire', sled, 'fire,

firebrand'. ME. anelen and E. anneal were in-

fluenced in form by an erroneous association

with OF. neeler (whence F. nieller), fr. VL. *ni-

gelldre, 'to blacken', fr. L. nigellus, dimin. of

niger, 'black'.

annelid, adj., pertaining to the Annelida; n., one

of the Annelida. — See next word.

Annelida, n. pi., a phylum of segmented worms
(zool.) — ModL., fr. F. annelide, a hybrid

coined by the French naturalist, J. B. P. Lamarck

(1744-1829), fr. L. dnellus, dimin. of dnulus, 'a.

little ring', and Gk. elSo;, 'form, shape'. See

annular and oid.

annerodite, n., a pyroniobate of uranium, yttrium,

etc. (mineral.) — Named after Annerod in Nor-

way. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

annex, tr. v. — F. annexer, fr. L. annexus. pp. of

annectere, 'to bind to, tie on, annex', fr. ad-

and nectere, 'to bind, join, fasten'. See nexus.

Derivatives: annex-ive, adj., annex-ment, n.

annex, n. — F. annexe, fr. L. annexus, pp. of an-

nectere. See annex, v.

annexation, n. — ML. annexdtid, gen. -onis, 'the

act of annexing', fr. annexdtus, pp. of annexdre,

which is formed fr. L. annexus, pp. of annectere.

See annex, v., and -ation.

Derivative: annexation-al, adj.

annexion, n. — F., fr. L. annexionem, ace. of a«-

nexio, 'a binding to', fr. annexus, pp. of annec-

tere. See annex, v., and -ion.

annihilate, tr. v. — L. annihildlus, pp. of anni-

hildre, 'to bring to nothing, annihilate', fr. ad-

and nihil, 'nothing'. Sec nihil and verbal suff. -ate.

annihilation, n, — F., fr. annihiler, 'to annihilate',

fr. L. annihilare. See prec. word and -ion.

annihilationism, n., the doctrine that the wicked
will be annihilated at the end of this life (theol.).

— A hybrid coined by Edward White in Eng-
land fr. prec. word and suff. -ism.

annihilationist, n., a believer in annihilationism.

— Coined fr. annihilation and suff. -ist.

anniversary, n. and adj. — L. anniversdrius, 're-

turning every year', compounded of annus, gen.

anni, 'year', and versus, pp. of vertere, 'to turn'.

See annual, version and -ary.

annona, n., the yearly produce (Roman antiq.) —
L.annona, fr. annu^, 'year'; see annular. For the
suff. cp. pomona, 'fruit trees, fruit', fr. pdmum,
'fmit', and mdlrona, 'a married woman', fr.

mater, 'mother' (see Pomona and matron).
annotate, tr. v. — L. annotdtus, pp. of annotdre,
'to note down', fr. ad- and notdre, 'to mark,
note', fr. nota, 'mark, sign'. See note, n., and
verbal suff. -ate and cp. connotate.

Derivatives: annotation (q.v.), annotat-ive, adj.,

annotator (q.v.), annotat-ory, adj.

annotation, n. — L. annotdtid, gen. -onis, fr. an-

notdtus, pp. of annotdre. See prec. word and

-ion and cp. connotation,

annotator, n. — L., fr. annotdtus, pp. of anno-

tdre. See annotate and agential suff. -or.

announce, tr. v. — ME. anounce, fr. OF. anoncer

(F. annoncer), fr. L. annHntidre, 'to announce,

relate', fr. ad- and ndntidre, 'to relate, report',

fr. ndntius, 'messenger'. See nuncio and cp.

annunciate.

Derivatives: announce-ment, n., announc-er, n.

annoy, n. — ME. anoi, anui, fr. OF. enui (F. en-

nui), 'worry', back formation fr. enuier, 'to

worry, vex, annoy'. See annoy, v.

annoy, tr. v. — ME. anuien, fr, OF. anoier, en-

noier (F. ennuyer), fr. VL. inodidre, 'to hate',

fr. L. in odid, 'in hate, in aversion'. See in, prep.,

and odium and cp. ennui, noisome. Cp. also It.

annoiare, OProven?. enojar (whence Sp. enojar),

'to vex, annoy', which also derive fr. VL.
inodidre.

Derivatives: annoy-ance, n., annoy-er, n., annoy-

ing, adj., annoy-ing-ly , adv., annoy-ing-ness, n.,

annoy-ous, adj.

annual, adj. — OF. annuel, fr. Late L. annudlem,

ace. of annudlis, corresponding to L. anndlis,

'continuing a year, annual', fr. annus, 'year',

which stands for *at-nos and is cogn. with Goth.

apnam (pi. dat.), 'to the years', and with OL
dtati, 'goes, moves on, wanders'; cp. also Osco-

Umbr. akno, 'year, holiday time'. Cp. annalist,

annals, annate, and the second element in bien-

nial, triennial, quinquennial, septennial, centen-

nial, millennium, perennial, solemn.

Derivatives: annual, n., annual-ty, adv.

annuitant, n., one who receives an annuity. —
Formed fr. annuity with suff. -ant.

annuity, n. — F. annuite, fr. ML. annuitdtem, ace.

of annuitds, fr. L. annus, 'year'. See annual

and -ity.

annul, tr. v. — ME. annuUen, fr. OF. anuller (F.

annuler), fr. Late L. annulldre, fr. ad- and L.

/i«//«m, 'nothing", neut. of nUllus, 'none' . See null.

Derivatives: annull-er, n., annul-ment, n.

annular, adj., i) pertaining to a ring; 2) ring-

shaped. — L. annuldris, correctly dnuldris, 'per-

taining to a ring', fr. annulus, correctly dnulus,

'ring', dimin. of anus, 'ring, iron ring for the feet,

anus'. See anus, -ule and -ar and cp. Annelida,

annulary, adj., annular; n., the ring finger. — L.

annuldrius, correctly dnuldrius, 'pertaining to a

ring', fr. dnuldris. See prec. word and adj. suff.

-ary.

annulate, adj., furnished with rings. — L. annu-

Idtus, correctly dnuldtus, fr. dnulus, 'ring'. See

annular and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: annulat-ed, adj.

annulation, n., a ringlike formation. — Formed
with suff. -ation, fr. L. annulus, correctly dnulus,

'ring'. See annular.



annulet

annulet, n., a little ring. — Formed with dimin.

suff. -et fr. L. antiulus, correctly anulus, 'ring'.

See annular,

annuloid, adj., ring-shaped. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. annulus, correctly anulus, 'ring', and Gk.

-o£i.8y]i;, 'like', fr. elSoq, 'form, shape'. See annu-

lar and -old.

annulose, adj., ringlike. — Formed with adj. suff.

-ose, fr. L. annulus, correctly anulus, 'ring'. See

annular,

annunciate, tr. v., to announce. — L. annuntiatus,

pp. of annuntidre. See announce and verbal

suff. -ate.

annunciation, n., announcement. — F. annon-

ciation, fr. L. annunlidtionem, ace. ofannuntiatio,

fr. annuntiatus, pp. of annuntidre. See announce

and -ation and cp. prec. word.

ano-, combining form meaning 'upward'. — Fr.

Gk. 6cvo5, 'upward', which is rel. to avd, 'up,

on'. See ana-,

anode, n., positive electric pole. — Gk. avo8o?,

'way up', fr. ava (see ana-) and 6S61;, 'way'.

See odograph and cp. words there referred to.

The term anode was introduced into electricity

by the English physicist and chemist Michael

Faraday (i 791 -1867); cp. cathode, electrode.

Derivatives: anod-al, anod-ic, adjs., anod-ic-

al-ly, adv.

Anodonta, n., a genus of mussels (zool.)— ModL.,

lit. 'the toothless ones', formed fr. priv. pref. an-

and Gk. oScov, gen. oSovxoi;, 'tooth'. Seeodonto-.

anodyne, adj., relieving pain (med.) — L. ano-

dynus, fr. Gk. avcoSuvo?, 'free from pain, al-

laying pain', fr. av- (see priv. pref. an-) and

08'JvTj, 'pain', which prob. meant orig. 'that

which eats up, devours, bites', and is cogn. with

01. -advan-, 'eating', Lith. edzioti, 'to devour,

bite', edziotis, 'to suffer pain', Arm. erkn, gen.

erkan (for *edw6n or *edwen), 'labor pains', fr.

l.-E. base *ed; 'to eat', whence also L. edere,

'to eat'. See eat and cp. odonto-.

anodyne, n., anything that relieves pain. — Gk.

dcvcoS'jvov, neut. of the adjective dvcoSuvo.;. See

anodyne, adj.

anoetic, adj., unthinkable. — Formed with suff.

-ic. fr. Gk. avooTo?, 'not thought on, unheard

of, fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and voy-.to;, 'per-

ceptible by the mind, mental', verbal adj. of

voeiv, 'to perceive', fr. vooc, voG;;, 'mind'. See

nous and cp. noetic,

anoint, tr. v. — OF. enoint, pp. of enoindre, fr. L.

inunguere, 'to anoint', fr. in-, 'in, on', and un-

guere, to smear'. See unguent and cp. ointment.

Derivatives: anoint-ed, adj., anoint-er, n., anoint-

ing, n., anoint-ment, n.

anomalo-, before a vowel anomal-, combining

form meaning 'anomalous'. — Gk. avw(iaXo-,

av6j;^a>,-, fr. avojiaaXo;;, 'uneven, unequal, irreg-

ular', fr. ocv- (see priv. pref. an-) and o\i!xX6e;,

'even', fr. 6[ji6i;, 'one and the same', which

derives fr. l.-E. base *sem-, 'one, together'. See

same and cp. words there referred to.
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anomalous, adj.— L. anomalus,(T. Gk. avtifAaXot;,

'uneven, irregular'. See anomalo-. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -o;, see -ous. Derivatives:

anomalous-ly, adv., anomalous-ness, n.

anomaly, n. — L. anomalia, fr. Gk. avcotJ.aXia,

'inequality', fr. avwixaXo?, 'unequal'. See ano-

malo- and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

Derivatives: anomal-ism, n., anomal-ist, n., ano-

mal-ist-ic, anomal-ist-ic-al, adjs., anomal-ist-ic-

al-ly, adv.

anomo-, combining form meaning 'irregular'. —
Fr. Gk. avofxo?, 'without law', fr. di- (see priv.

pref. a-), and vofxo?, 'law'. See nomo-.

anomy, n., lawlessness.— Gk. avoixCa, fr. avojioi;.

See anomo- and -y (representing Gk. -iS).

anon,adv., soon.—ME, fr.OE.on an, ME. fl«oon,

anon, lit. 'in one (instant)'. Sec on and one.

anonym, n. — F. anonyme, fr. L. anonymus, fr.

Gk. dvcovu^oq, 'without a name', fr. av- (see

priv. pref. an-) and 6vu(xa, dial, form of ovo|j.a,

'name'. See name and cp. onoraato-. Cp. also

antonym, autonym, homonym, synonym.

Derivatives: anonym-ity, n., anonymous (q.v.)

anonymous, adj. — Gk. dvaiv'j(io;. See prec.

word. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -0?,

see -ous. Derivatives: anonymous-ly, adv., anon-

ymous-ness, n.

Anopheles, n., a genus of mosquitoes (entomol.)

ModL., fr. Gk. avtocpsXrji;, 'useless, hurtful,

harmful', fr. av- (see priv. pref. an-) and ScpeXo?,

'use, help, advantage', whence otfiXkei^ (for

otpeXiEiv), 'to increase, enlarge', oqjeXixa, 'ad-

vantage'. "09£Aoc; prob. meant orig. 'increase',

and stands for o-tpeXo;, fr. pref. 6- (see agama)

and *<fi\oQ, which together with Ol. phdlam,

'gain, success", derives fr. I.-E. base *phel-, 'to

swell'. This base is a collateral form of base

*bhel-, 'to swell', whence L.follis, 'bellows'. See

follicle and cp. Aphelandra, Aphelinus.

anorexia, n., loss of appetite (med.) — Medical

L., formed fr. priv. pref. -an and Gk. ope^i;,

'appetite', from the stem of opeye'-''. '1° stretch

oneself, reach, reach after, long for, desire',

which is cogn. with L. regere, 'to keep straight,

guide, lead, rule'. See regent, adj., and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see suff.

-ia.

anormal, adj., not normal. — ML. anormdlis.

See abnormal,

anorthoclase, n., a triclinic potash-soda feld-

spar. — Coined by the German mineralogist

Harry Rosenbusch (i 836-1914) in 1885 fr. priv.

pref. -an and orthoclase (q.v.)

anosmia, n., lack of the sense of smell (med.) —
Medical L., fr. priv. pref an- and Gk. o-rar;.

'smell, odor'. See osmium and -ia.

another, adj. and pron. — Formed fr. the indef.

article an and other.

anoxemia, anoxaemia, n., abnormal condition of

the body due to the lack of oxygen in the blood

(med.) — Medical L., formed fr. priv. pref. an-,

the first two letters of oxygen, Gk. al[jLa, 'blood'
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(see hemal), and suff. -ia. Accordingly the word

anoxemia lit. means 'the lack of oxygen in the

blood'. Derivative: anoxem-ic, anoxaemia, adj.

anoxia, n., oxygen deficiency. — Medical L.,

coined fr. priv. pref. an-, the first two letters of

oxygen and suff. -ia.

Anselm, Ansel, masc. PN. — L. Anselmus, fr.

OHG. Ansehelm, lit. 'having a divine hehnet',

compounded oiansi, 'god', and helm, 'helmet'.

For the first element cp. Astrid, for the second

see helmet.

Anser, n., a genus of birds, the goose (ornithol.)

— L. dnser, 'goose', for *hanser. See goose and

cp. the second element in merganser,

anserine, adj., 1) pertaining to, or resembling, a

goose; 2) stupid. — L. dnserinus, fr. dnser. See

prec. word and -ine (representing L. -Inus).

answer, n. — ME. andsware, answere, fr. OE.

andswaru, 'a reply', lit. 'a swearing against', fr.

and-, 'against', and swerian, 'to swear' ; cp. OS.

antswor, ON. andsvar (Dan., Swed. ansvar),

OFris. ondser. The first element is cogn. with

Gk. a.\ni, 'against', L. ante, 'before'. See ante-

and cp. anti-. For the second element see

swear,

answer, tr. and intr. v.— ME. andswerien, fr. OE.

andswarian, andswerian, fr. andswaru. See

answer, n. Derivatives: answer-able, adj., an-

swer-er, n., answer-ing, adj.

ant, n. —ME. amete, ante, fr. OE. semete, xmette,

rel. to OHG. ameisa, MHO. ameise, G. Ameise,

'ant', lit. 'the animal that cuts (i.e. bites) off',

fr. Teut. a, 'off', and *maitan, 'to cut' (whence

Goth, maitan, ON. meita, OHG. meisan, 'to

cut', ON. meitill, OHG. meisil, MHG. meisel,

G. Meifiel, 'chisel'). Cp. emmet. Cp. also mite,

'a small arachnid'.

ant-, form of anti- before a vowel.

-ant, adj. and subst. suff. denoting an agent or

an instrument. — OF. and F. -ant, fr. L. -an-

tem or -entem, ace. o(-dns, resp. -ens, pres. part.

suff. of verbs pertaining to the I., resp. II. or III.

conjugation. This Latin suffix is cogn. with OI.

-ant, Gk. -cjv (fem. -ouaa, neut. -ov). Cp. the

ending of Gk. yiptav, 'old man' (see geronto-).

Cp. also -ent, -ance, -ancy, -ence, -ency, and

pres. part. suff. -ing. Cp. also tooth,

anta, n., pillar, pilaster (archit.) — Sing, of L.

antae, gen. -drum, 'pillars, pilasters' (in Latin

the word is used in pi. only); cogn. with OI.

dtdh (pi. of dtd), 'doorframe, enclosure', ON.
ond, 'ante-room', and Arm. dr-and, 'doorpost,

threshold' (see Hiibschmann, Armenische Stu-

dien, 1,19).

antacid, adj., counteracting an acid (med.) — A
hybrid coined fr. Gk. avri, 'against', and L.

acidus, 'sour'. See ant- and acid.

Derivative: antacid, n.

Antaeus, n., a giant of Libya, slain by Heracles

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'AvraTos, fr.

ivraio?, 'opposite, opposed to, hostile', fr. Svra,

'face to face', which is rel. to dcvxt, 'opposite.

against'. See anti-.

antagonism, n., opposition, hostility. — Gk. av-

TaY(oviCT(i.a, fr. dcvTaYtovi^ea&at, 'to struggle

against'. See antagonize and -ism.

antagonist, opponent, enemy. — L. antagonista,

fr. Gk. avTaYoviCTTT)?, 'competitor, opponent,

rival', fr. dvnxYwvtCsa&ai, 'to struggle against'.

See next word and -ist and cp. deuteragonlst,

prot^onist.

Derivatives : antagonist-ic, antagonist-ic-al, adjs.,

antagonist-ic-al-ly, adv.

antagonize, tr. v., to oppose, bring into opposition.

— Gk. avTaY<ovtt^e(J&ai, 'to struggle against',

fr. dvTi (see anti-), and a.y(it^fX,za^<x.i, 'to struggle',

fr. dcY"v. 'contest'. See agony and -ize.

Derivatives: antagoniz-ation, n., antagoniz-er, n.

antalkali, n., a substance that neutralizes alkali-

nity. — Formed fr. ant- and alkali.

Derivatives: antalkal-ine, adj. and n.

antaphrodisiac, adj., counteracting sexual desire;

n., a drug counteracting sexual desire.— Form-

ed fr, ant- and aphrodisiac,

antarctic, adj., pertaining to the South Pole or

regions near the South Pole. — Prop, 'opposite

to the north', fr. Gk. dcvxt, 'opposite' (see anti-),

and fipxTO?, 'bear ; the constellation ofthe Great

Bear'. See arctic.

Antares, n., a large red star, the brightest in the

Constellation Scorpio.— Gk. 'Avrapr)?, lit. 'op-

posite (the planet) Mars', fr. avTi, 'opposite',

and "Apr]^, 'Mars'. See anti- and Ares.

ante-, pref. — Fr. L. ante, 'before, in front of,

which is cogn. with OI. anti, 'opposite', Toch.

B ente, 'opposed to'. Arm. "nd, 'opposite', Gk.

SvTa, SvTrjv, 'opposite', avxt, 'over against,

opposite, before', OLith. antd, Lith. ant, 'on

to', Goth, and, anda, 'along', ON., OS., OE.

and- 'against', OHG., MHG., G. ant-, OHG.

int-, MHG., G. ent-, 'along, against', Hitt. hanti,

'opposite', hantezzish, 'the first'. Cp. anti-. Cp.

also Anan^, antiae, enantio-, the first ele-

ment in ancestor, antique, antiquity, and the

second element in Rosinante and in Vedanta.

Cp. also end, un-, pref. expressing reversal, and

the first element in along and in answer.

antecede, tr. and intr. v. — L. antecedere, 'to go

before', fr. ante- and cedere, 'to go'. See cede

and cp. precede.

antecedence, n. — L. antecedentia, fr. antecedens,

gen. -enlis. See next word and -ce.

antecedent, adj. and n. — F. antecedent, fr. L.

antecedentem, ace. of antecedens pres. part, of

antecedere. See antecede and -ent.

Derivative: antecedent-al, adj.

antecessor, n., a predecessor. — L. See ancestor.

antechamber, n. — F. antichambre, formed on

analogy of It. anticamera, which is compounded

of anti, 'before' and camera, 'chamber', fr. L.

ante, 'before', and camera, 'vauh, arch". See

ante- and chamber.

antechapel, n. — Formed fr. ante- and chapel,

antedate, n. (rare), — Formed fr. ante- and date.
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'point of time'. Derivative: antedate, tr. v.

antediluvian, adj., relating to the time before the

Deluge. — Coined by the English physician

Sir Thomas Browne (1605-82) fr. ante- and L.

diluvium, 'flood, deluge', fr. diluere, 'to wash

away'. See dilute and cp. diluvial, deluge. For

the ending see suff. -ian.

Derivative: antediluvian, n.

antelixa, n. pi., small ornaments concealing the

ends of the tiles at the eaves of the roofs (class.

archit.) — L., neut. pi. of antefixus, 'fixed in

front', formally corresponding to the pp. of

*anteflgere, fr. ante- andfixus, pp. oifigere,'' to

fix'. See fix, 'to attach'.

antelope, n. — OF. antelop, fr. ML. ant{h)alopus,

fr. MGk. avdoXot}/, name of a fabulous

animal, which prob. means 'flower eye', fr.

Gk. av&oi;, 'flower', and odj, 'eye'. See anther

and optic. F. antilope has been reborrowed fr.

E. antelope.

antemeridian, adj., pertaining to the forenoon.

— L. antemerididnus, 'in the forenoon', fr. ante

meridiem. See next entry and -an.

ante meridiem, before noon. — L., fr. ante, 'be-

fore', and ace. of meridies, 'midday, noon'. See

ante- and meridian and cp. post meridiem,

antemundane, adj., existing or happening before

the creation of the world. — Formed fr. ante-

and mundane. Cp. premundane.

antenatal, adj., previous to birth. — Formed fr.

ante- and L. ndtus, 'born', pp. of ndsci, 'to be

born'. See natal,

antenati, n. pL, persons born before a certain

event (law). — Formed fr. ante- and L. ndti, pi.

of ndlus, 'born'. See prec. word.

antenna, n. — ModL., feeler or horn of an in-

sect', fr. L. antemna, antenna, 'sail yard',which is

of uncertain origin. It is perh. a contraction of

*an(a)tempnd, 'that which is stretched, extend-

ed', fr. l.-E. base *temp-, 'to stretch, extend'. See

temple, 'place of worship', and cp. next word.

Derivative: antenn-al, adj.

Antennaria, n., a genus of herbs, plants of the

thistle family (hot) — ModL., fr. antenna; so

called because the pappus resembles the anten-

nae of insects.

antenuptial, adj., prior to marriage. — Formed

fr. ante- and nuptial. Cp. postnuptial.

antepenult, n. — Abbreviation of next word.

antepenultima, n., the last syllable but two. —
L. antepacnultima (scil. syllaba). See ante- and

penultima. Derivative: antepenultim-aie, adj.

anteprandial, adj., before dinner. — Formed fr.

ante- and prandial. Cp. postprandial.

anterior, adj. — L., 'former", compar. of ante,

'before'. Cp. F. anterieur and see ante- and -ior.

Derivatives: anterior-ly, adv., anterior-ness, n.

anteroom, n., A hybrid coined fr. L. ante, 'hc-

fore' (see ante-), and room. The word lit. means

"a room in front'.

antetype, n., a prototype. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. ante, 'ijefore' (see ante-), and Gk. -njTtoi;, *a

blow, a stamp'; see type. The correct form is

prototype, in which both elements are of Greek

origin.

antli-, form of and- before an aspirate.

anthelion, n., a kind of halo. — ModL., fr. Gk.

dv{>7)Xtov, neut. of dcvS^TjXioi;, 'opposite the sun',

fr. avTt- (see anti-), and fiKioc,, 'sun'. See helio-.

antlielmintic, adj., destroying or expelling intest-

inal worms. — Formed fr. Gk. avTi, 'against'

(see anti-), and eXjxiv?, also i\\ac„ gen. eXjxivTo;,

'worm'. See helminthic,

anthem, n. — ME. antefne, antem, fr. OF. antefn

(orig. identical in meaning with antiphony), fr.

ML. antiphona, fr. Gk. (ivTi90)va, neut. pi. of

avTiqjcovo?, 'sounding in answer to', which was

mistaken for fern. sing. See antiphon.

Derivative : anthem, tr. v.

Anthemis, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family; the camomile (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

av&E|xii;, 'a flower resembling the camomile',

fr. &-)^ac„ 'flower'. See next word.

anther, n., that part of the stamen which contains

the pollen. — F. anthire, fr. ModL. anthera, 'a

medicine extracted from flower', fr. Gk. av-

&7)pa, fem. of avftyjpiS?, 'flowery', fr. Srj&oq,

'flower', which is cogn. with OI. dndhas, 'herb'.

Cp. antho-, Anthus, -anthus, antheridium, Anthyl-

lis, the first element in antelope, Anthemis,

Anthesterion, anthology, Anthrenus, Anthurium,

and the second element in Chrysanthemum,

clinanthium, colcothar, enanthema, exanthema,

hydranth, isanthous, perianth, polyanthus.

Anthericum, n., a genus of plants of the lily family

(bat:) — ModL., fr. Gk. dcvftepixo?, 'the as-

phodel', which is rel. to avS^epi^, 'blade', a^p,
'chafi", barb of a weapon' ; of unknown etymo-

logy. Cp. Anthriscus, atherine, atheroma, and

the first element in Atherosperma.

antheridium, n., the male organ in ferns, mosses,

etc. — ModL., formed with the Greek dimin.

sufl". -iSiov fr. dtv^ripo?, 'flowery', fr. fiv&o?,

'flower'. See anther and -idium.

Anthesterion, n., name of the 8th month of the

Attic calendar (corresponding to the second

half of February and the first half of March).—
Gk. 'Av*£aTr,pi.<jv, lit. 'the month in which

Av&ea-rrjpia, "the Feast of the Flowers", was

celebrated', fr. (itv&oi;, 'flower'. See anther,

antho-, before a vowel anth-, combining form

meaning 'flower'. — Gk. dcv^o-, av*-, fr. av^o?,

'flower'. See anther,

anthodium, n., the head of a composite plant

(Ijot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. av^wSr;!;, 'flowerlike',

which is formed fr. fiv&o?, 'flower', with suff".

-^Sr^t;, 'like'. See anther, -ode, 'like', and ist

-ium.

antholite, n., a fossil flower. — Lit. 'flower stone'.

See antho- and -lite,

anthology, n. — Gk. av^oXoYiS, 'a flower gath-

ering', fr. (xv&oXdYo?, 'gathering flowers', fr.

Svftoi;, 'flower', and >^tvi, 'to gather'. See

anther and -logy.
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Derivative: antholog-ic-al, adj., antholog-ic-al-

ly, adv., antholog-ist, n., antholog-ize, tr. v.

anthophyllite, n., a magnesium and iron siUcate

(mineral) — Formed with subst. suff". -ite fr.

ModL. anthophyllum, 'clove', fr. Gk. Sv&oi;,

'flower', and (puXXov, 'leaf (see antho- and

phyllo-); so called in allusion to its clove-brown

color.

Anthoxanthum, n., a genus of grasses of the

family Poaceae (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'the yellow

flower', fr. fiv^^o?, 'flower', and ^avi'^oi;, 'yellow'.

See antho- and xantho-.

Anthozoa, n. pi, a group of Coelenterata (zool.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. Sv^^o?, 'flower', and ^coa, pi.

of I^qiov, 'animal', hence Anthozoa lit. means

'flower animals'. See anther and -zoa and cp.

Zoanthus. Derivatives: anthozo-an, adj. and n.,

anthozo-ic, adj., anthozo-id, n.

anthracene, n., a hydrocarbon C,4H,o (chem.) —
Formed with suff. -ene fr. Gk. Sv&pa^, 'coal'.

See next word.

anthracite, n., a kind of hard coal. — L. anthra-

cites, 'a kind of bloodstone', fr. Gk. av8paxt-a]c,

'a gem', prop, subst. use of an adj. meaning 're-

sembling coal', fr. Sv&pa^, gen. Sv^paxo?, 'coal'.

See anthrax and subst. sufl'. -ite.

Derivatives: anthracite, tr. v., anihracit-ic, adj.,

anthracit-ism, n.

anthraconite, n., a coal-black marble of limestone

(mineral) — Formed with subst. suflf. -ite fr.

Gk. av&pa^, 'coal', and xovia, 'dust, ashes;

lye, soap powder; lime'. For the first element

see anthrax. Gk. xovia derives fr. xovt?, 'dust',

which is cogn. with L. cinis, 'ashes'; see cine-

rary.

anthracosis, n., coal-miner's disease (med.) —
Medical L. lit. 'disease caused by coal', formed

with suff. -osis, fr. Gk. av&pa^, gen. &v{^paxoc,

'coal'. See anthrax.

anthrax, n., a malignant disease of cattle and

sheep. — L., fr. Gk. Svftpoc^, 'coal; carbuncle,

malignant pustule', which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. Arm. ant'el, 'a glowing coal'. — Coal is

first mentioned about 370 B.C.E. by Theo-

phrastus in his treatise 'On Stones', under the

name Xt&oi; Sv&paxo? (i.e. 'coal stone').

Antlireiiiis, n., a genus of insects (entomol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. a.v^pi)\iri, 'wild bee, hornet',

contraction of *dtv^o-&pr)v7) (see haplology), lit.

'flower bee'. For the first element see antho-.

The second element is rel. to TEViyprjvy;, 'bee,

wasp', *ptiva5, 'drone'. See drone.

AaHriscus, n., a genus of plants of the familyAm-
niiaceae (bot.)— L. anthriscus, 'the wild chervil',

fr. Gk. iv^pioxo?, which is possibly rel. to a.^T,p,

'chaff'. See Antiieriaim.

•nttatjp-, form of anthropo- before a vowel.

thropic, adj., pertaining to man. — Gk. dtv-

*p<07cix6<;, fr. Sv^pwTTo?, 'man'. See antfaropo-

and-lc.

•ttropo-, before a vowel antlirop-, combining
form meaning *of man, pertaining to man'. —

Gk. av<>pci>Tto-, av&pu)Tt-, fr. av&po>7to<;, 'man',

which is perh. a dialectical variant of *avSp-

(OTtoi;, a compound of avT)p, gen. avSpo;,

'man', and cStJj. gen. cotvo^, 'eye, face', and lit.

means 'he who has the face of a man'. See

andro- and -ops and cp. the second element in

cynanthropy, Eoanthropus, lycanthrope, mis-

anthrope, philanthrope. Pithecanthropus, theri-

antliropic.

anthropocentric, adj., regarding man as the

center.— Compounded of anthropo- and centric.

anthropogeography, n., the study of the geo-

graphical distribution of man. — G. Anthropo-

geographie, coined by the German geographer

Friedrich Ratzel (1844-1904) in 1882 fr. anthro-

po- and G. Geographic, fr. L. geographia (see

geography).

anthropography, n., that part of anthropology

which deals with the physical characteristics of

the human race. — Lit. 'the description of man'.

See anthropo- and -graphy.

anthropoid, adj., manlike; n., an anthropoid ape.

— Gk. av&poito£t8r)(;, 'like a man, resembling

a man', compounded of av&poTiot;, 'man', and

-ozi^-iriq, 'hke', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See an-

thropo- and -old.

Derivatives: anthropoid-al, anthropoid-an, adjs.

anthropolatry, n., the worship of a human being.

— Compounded of Gk. av&pomo;, 'man', and

-Xaxpeia, -Xaxpta, fr. XaTpeia, 'hired labor;

worship'. See anthropo- and -latry.

anthropology, n., the science of the natural his-

tory of man. — The word lit. means 'the science

of man' ; it is compounded of anthropo- and Gk.

-Xoyia, fr- -Xoyoq, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See anthropo- and -logy.

Derivatives: anthropolog-ic-al, adj., anthropo-

log-ic-al-ly, adv., anthropotog-ist , n.

anthropometry, n., measurement of the human

body. — Compounded of anthropo- and Gk.

-(isxpia, 'measuring of, fr. [/eTpov, 'measure'.

See -metry. Derivatives: anthropometr-ic, an-

thropometr-ic-al, adjs., anthropometr-isi, n.

anthropomorphic, adj., pertaining to or having

the nature of anthropomorphism. — Formed

with suff'. -ic fr. Gk. av^pcoTropiopcpo;, 'of a hu-

man form'. See anthropomorphous.

Derivative: anihropomorphic-al-ly, adv.

antliropomorphism, n., conception of God under

a human form. — Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk.

av^^pa>K6(xop<{lO!;, 'of a human form'. See anthro-

pomorphous.

anthropomorphist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

anthromorphize, tr. and intr. v. — See next word

and -ize.

anthropomorphous, adj., having the form of a

man. — Gk. avftp(i)7r6[j.opcpoc, 'of a human
form', compounded of iMf^pt^noc, 'man', and

(XOp97i, 'form, shape'. See anthropo- and mor-

pho-. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -oi;, see

sufl'. -ous.
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anthropopathy, n., ascription ofhuman feelings to

God. — Gk. avSpcoTtoTtaSeia, 'humanity', lit.

'human feelings' fr. av&pcoTuoi;, 'man', and

-TTa&sia, fr. na.&ei'J, 'to suffer'. See anthropo-

and -pathy.

Derivatives: anthropopath-ic, a.di.,anlhropopath-

ic-al-ly, adv.

anthropophagi, n. pL, cannibals. — L., pi. of

anthropophagus, fr. Gk. av9^p<a7r09aYO(;, 'man-

eater, cannibal', fr. av-OpcoTtoi;, 'man', and the

stem of 9aYsw, 'to eat'. See anthropo- and

-phagous.

anthropophagous, adj., cannibalistic, Gk. avdpto-

TTotpotyoi;, 'man-eater, cannibal'. See next word.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -ot;, see -ous.

anthropophagy, n., cannibalism. — F. anthropo-

phagie, fr. Gk. 6iM&po>no(fa.yiSi, fr. av9-p(0TV09a-

yoc. See prec. word and -y (representing Gk.

-ia).

Derivatives: anthropophag-ic, adj., anthropo-

phag-ist, n., anthropophagous (q.v.)

Anthurium,n., a genus of plants ofthe arum fam-

ily (hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. av-

.^o;, 'flower', and oupa, 'tail'. See anther and

uro-, 'tail-'.

Anthus, n., a genus of birds, the pipit; the titlark

(ornithol) — ModL., fr. Gk. avS-o?, 'flower'.

See anther.

-anthus, suff. used in botany to form generic

names as in Dianthiis, Galanthus. — ModL., lit.

'flower', fr. Gk. av8o;. The masculine form of

this suff". is based on the erroneous supposition

that Gk. av!>o? is masculine, whereas it is of

the neuter gender. This error was suggested by

the fact that the overwhelming majority of

Greek nouns ending in -o; are masculine.

Anthyllis, n., a genus of plants (hot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. av&uXXii;, a plant name derived fr.

Svfl-oi;, 'flower' ; see anther. The name ivS-uXXt;

was first used by Dioscorides.

anthypophora, n., reply to a supposed objection

irhet.) — Gk. avau7ro9opa, formed fr. avTt,

opposite, against' and ijTro9opa, 'allegation',

lit. 'a carrying down' fr. ijT:o9£p£iv, 'to carry

down', fr. utto, 'under, below', and 9lpEiv, 'to

carry'. See anti-, hypo- and -phore.

anti-, before a vowel ant-, pref. meaning 'op-

posite, against, instead'. — Gk. av-ri-, avT-,

fr. dvTi, 'over against, opposite, before, in-

stead of, which is cogn. with L. ante, 'before,

in front of. See ante-.

antiae, n. pi., forelocks (zool.) — L. antiae (gen.

antiarum), rel. to ante, 'before, in front of, and

cogn. with OHG. andi, endi, ON. enni, 'fore-

head'. See ante- and cp. anti-, end.

antiar, n., poison from the resin of the Upas tree.

— Jav. antjar.

antibiotic, adj., tending to destroy Ufe; n., a sub-

stance that inhibits or destroys microorganisms.

— Medical L. antibioticus, coined fr. anti-, Gk.

pio?, 'life', and suff. -ic (see biotic); first used

by the physician Sehnan Abraham Waksman

(1888- ), the discoverer of streptomycin, in

I94I-

Derivative: antibiotic-al-ly, adv.

antibody, n., substance developed in the blood as

an antitoxin (immunol.) — A hybrid coined fr.

Gk. avxi, 'against (see anti-), and E. body.

antic, adj., odd, grotesque. — It. antico, 'ancient',

fr. L. antiquus, 'old'. See antique.

Derivatives: antic, n., a trick, antic-ly, adv.,

aniic-ness, n.

antichrist, n. — Late L. antichristus, fr. Gk.

avTixpwToi;, fr. avTi, 'against', and XptaTo;,

'Christ'. See anti- and Christ,

antichristian, adj. — Formed fr. anti- and

Christian,

anticipant, adj. and n. — L. anticipdns, gen. -an-

tis, pres. part, of anticipdre. See next word

and -ant.

anticipate, tr. v. — L. anticipdtus, pp. of anti-

cipdre, 'to take beforehand, anticipate', fr. ante,

'before', and -cipdre, fr. capere, 'to take'. See

ante-, captive and verbal suff. -ate. For the

change of Latin a (in capere) to 1" (in anti-cipdre)

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: anticipation (q.v.), anticipat-ive,

adj., anticipat-ive-ly, adv., anticipat-or, n., anti-

cipat-ory, adj.

anticipation, n. — L. anticipdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

anticipdtus, pp. of anticipdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

anticlerical, adj. — Formed fr. anti- and clerical

Derivative: anticlerical-ism, n.

anticlimax, n., the opposite of climax (rhet?) —
Coined by Alexander Pope (1688-1744) fr. anti-

and climax.

anticlinal, adj., leaning in opposite directions. —
Formed fr. anti- and Gk. xXtveiv, 'to cause to

slope'. See clinical.

anticline, n., a fold of rock in which the layers

slope down from the axis in opposite directions

(geol.) — See prec. word.

anticyclone, n. — Coined by the English scientist

Sir Francis Gallon (i 822-191 1) fr. anti- and

cyclone.

Derivative: anticyclon-ic, adj.

antidote, n., a remedy counteracting poison. —
L. antidotum, fr. Gk. avTiSoTOv, 'a remedy',

lit. 'given against', fr. av-ri (see anti-) and Sotov,

neut. of Soto;;, 'given', verbal adj. of SiSovai,

'to give'. See donation and cp. dose. Cp. also

epidote.

Derivatives: antidote, tr. v., antidot-al, adj.,

antidot-al-ly, adv., antidot-ic-al, adj., antidot-ic-

al-ly, adv.

antifebrile, adj., reducing fever; n., a remedy re-

ducing fever. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. avri,

•against' (see anti-), and Late L. febrilis, 'per-

taining to fever", fr. h.febris, 'fever' (see febrUe).

The correct form is antipyretic (q.v.), in which

both elements are of Greek origin.

antigen, n., a substance that causes the produc-

tion of an antibody (immunology).— Coined fr.
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anti- and Gk. yevvav, 'to produce'; see -gen.

Accordingly antigen lit. means 'something pro-

duced against something'.

Antigone, n., daughter of Oedipus and Jocasta

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'AvTiyov?), lit.

prob. meaning 'in place of a mother', fr. ixvtl,

'opposite, in place of (see anti-), and yovv),

'womb' ; childbirth, generation', which is rel. to

yovEu:;, 'father' (in the pi. yovei?, 'parents'). See

genus,

antigorite, n., a variety of serpentine (mineral.)—
Named after the Antigorio valley in Piedmont.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

antihelix, n., the rounded piece of cartilage inside

and in front of the outer rim (helix) of the ear,

(anat.) — Erroneous formation instead of *an-

thelix, for Gk. av&sXiS, 'inner curvature of the

ear' (first used by Rufus Ephesius in this sense)

;

formed fr. avxi, 'before' (see anti-), and eXi^,

'coil, spiral'. See helix,

antilobium, n., the tragus (anat.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. avTiXoPiov, 'the upper edge of the ear',

fr. dcvTi, 'opposite, in front of (see anti-), and

Xo!36<;, 'lobe of the ear'. See lobe.

antilogarithm, n., the number corresponding to a

logarithm (math.) — Formed fr. anti- and lo-

garithm.

antilogous, adj., contradictory.— Gk. avTiXoyo;.

See next word. For B.-ous, as equivalent to Gk.

-0;, see -ous.

antilogy, n., contradiction. — Gk. dcvxiXoyia,

'contradiction', fr. avxlXoyoi;, 'contradictory',

fr. avTUeyeiv, 'to contradict', fr. avTt- (see

anti-) and Xsysi-v. 'to say, tell, speak', which is

cogn. with L. legere, 'to read'. See lecture.

antimacassar, n.— Orig. 'cloth used for protecting

backs of chairs from macassar oil'. See anti-

and macassar.

antimony, n., a brittle metallic element (chem.) —
ML. antimonium, prob. fr. Arab, al-uthmud,

al-ilhmid, from al-, 'the', and iithmud, ithmid,

'stibium', which prob., derives fr. Gk. oTi[X(xi,

'stibium'. See stibium and -y (representing L.

-ium).

antinomian, n. — See next word.

antinomianism, n. (Eccles. hist.) — A term in-

troduced by Martin Luther. See antinomy, -ian

and -ism.

antinomy, n. — L. antinomia, fr. Gk. avTivojjtta,

'ambiguity in the law', fr. ocvxt (see anti-) and
v6(jio5, 'law'. See nomo- and -y (representing

Gk. -ii).

Derivatives : antinom-ic, antinom-ic-al, adjs.

Antiope, n., the mother of Amphion and Zethus
(Greek mythol.) — Gk. 'Avtiotttj, lit. 'oppo-
site, facing', fr. avri (see anti-) and 64', gen.

OTto;, 'eye, face'. See optical.

antipathy, n.— L. antipathia, fr. Gk. avxiTta&Eta,

fr. dcvrtTTaSTji;, 'having opposite feelings', fr.

ivTi (see anti-) and tcoc^o;, 'a feeling, suffer-

ing'. See -patby and cp. apathy, empathy,

sympathy.

Derivatives: antipath-etic, adj., antipath-etic-al-

ly, adv.

antiphlogistic, adj., tending to counteract inflam-

mation (med.) — Formed fr. anti- and phlo-

gistic.

Derivative: antiphlogistic, n.

antiphon, n., a versicle sung responsively. — F.

antiphone, fr. ML. antiphona, fr. Gk. avTi9(ova,

neut. pi. of dvxi9a)voi;, 'sounding in answer

to', mistaken for fem. sing.; fr. avxi, 'over

against, in response to' (see anti-), and (fcavir^,

'voice, sound' ; see phone, n. Cp. anthem, which

is a doublet of antiphon.

Derivatives: antiphon-al, adj., antiphon-al-ly,

adv., antiphonary (q.v.), antiphon-et-ic, adj., an-

tiphon-ic, antiphon-ic-al, adjs., anliphonon (q.v.),

antiphon-y, n.

antiphonary, n. — A collection of antiphons. —
ML. antiphdndrium. See antiphon and subst.

suff. -ary.

antiphonon, n., an antiphon. — Gk. dvxt9Mvov,

neut. of avTi9Covo(;, 'sounding in answer to'.

See antiphon.

antipodal, adj., pertaining to the antipodes. - -

Formed fr. antipodes with adj. suff. -al.

antipodes, n. pi., opposite places of the earth. —
L. antipodes, fr. Gk. avxiTioSe?, pi. of dvTmout;,

'having the feet opposite', fr. dvTi (see anti-)

and nouc, gen. ttoSoc, 'foot'. See foot and cp.

-pod.

antipope, n. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. avxi,

'against', and ME. pope, 'pope'. See anti- and

pope.

antipyretic, adj., reducing fever; n., a remedy

reducing fever. — Formed fr. anti- and pyretic.

antipyrine, antipyrin, n., a crystalline compound

used as an antipyretic. — G. Antipyrin, coined

by the German chemist Ludwig Knorr (1859-

1921) fr. antipyretic and chem. suff. -in.

antiquarian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff". -an

fr. L. antiqudrius. See next word.

antiquary, n. — L. antiqudrius, 'pertaining to an-

tiquity; an antiquarian', fr. antiquus, 'old'. See

antique and -ary.

antiquate, tr. v., to make old or obsolete. — L.

antiqudtus, pp. of antiqudre, 'to render obso-

lete", fr. antiquus, 'old'. See antique and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: antiquat-ed, adj., aniiquat-ed-ness,

n., antiquation (q.v.)

antiquation, n. — Late L. antiqudtid, gen. -onis,

fr. L. antiqudtus, pp. of antiqudre. Sec anti-

quate and -ion.

antique, adj. — F., fr. L. antiquus, amicus, 'old',

fr. ante, 'before'. See ante-.

Derivatives: antique, n. (q.v.), antique, tr. v.,

antique-ly, adv., antique-ness, n., antiquity (q.v.)

antique, n. — F., fr. antique, adj. See antique,

adj.

antiquity, n. — F. antiquite, fr. L. antiquitdtem,

ace. of antiquitds, 'ancient times, antiquity', fr.

antiquus. See antique and -ity.
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Antirrhinum, n., a genus of plants of the figwort

family ; the snapdragon (bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk.

avTippTvov, 'snapdragon', fr. avTi, 'opposite;

like', and pic, gen. plvoq, 'nose'. See anti- and

rliino-.

antiscians, also antiscii, n. pi., those who live on

the same meridian, but on opposite sides of the

equator. — L. antiscii, fr. Gk. avTiinciot, pi. of

avTiCTxto?, 'throwing a shadow the opposite

way', fr. AvtI (see anti-) and ay.16., 'shade,

shadow'. See skiagraphy and cp. amphiscians.

anti-Semitism, n. — G. Antisemitismus (see anti-,

Semite and -ism). The word Antisemitismus was

first used by Wilhelm Marr (in 1880).

antiseptic, adj. and n. — Formed fr. anti- and

septic.

Derivatives: antiseptic-al-ly, adv., antiseptic-

ism, n., antiseptic-ist, n., antiseptic-ize, tr. v.

antiserum, n. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. dvTi,

'against', and L. serum, 'whey'. See anti- and

serum. The correct form would be antiorus, fr.

Gk. avTi, 'against', and 6p6;, 'whey'.

antisocial, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. a>r:i,

'against', and L. socialis, fr. socius, 'companion'.

Sec anti- and social,

antistrophe, n. — L., fr. Gk. av-:tCTTp09r), 'a turn-

ing back', fr. avTiaTpecpeiv 'to turn back or

against', fr. avxi (see anti-) and CTTpstpsiv, 'to

turn'. See strophe,

antithesis, n. — L., fr. Gk. avTi^ecii.?, 'opposi-

tion', lit. 'a placing against', fr. avxixid^vai, 'to

set one thing against another, to oppose', fr.

avxi (see anti-) and xiOivoci, 'to place'. See

thesis,

antithetic, antithetical, containing an antithesis.

— Gk. avTit>£TL>c6t;, 'setting in opposition', fr.

avTifl-EToq, 'opposed', verbal adj. of avTixix^evat.

See prec. word and -etic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: antithetical-ly, adv.

antitoxic, adj., pertaining to an antitoxin. —
Formed fr. anti- and toxic,

antitoxin, n., a substance neutralizing poisonous

substances {immunology). — Coined by the Ger-

man bacteriologist Emil von Behring (1854-

1917) in 1890 fr. anti- and toxin. Cp. autotoxin.

antitragus, n., the eminence of the external ear

(anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. avxiTpayo?. lit.

'the part opposite the tragus'. See anti- and

tragus.

Derivatives: antitrag-al, antitrag-ic, adjs.

antitype, n. — Gk. avxix^jTTo;, 'corresponding

in form', lit. 'struck back', fr. avxi (see anti-)

and x'JTtoc;, 'a blow, a mark'. See type and cp.

antetype and prototype,

antler, n. — ME. uuntelere, fr. OF. antoillier (F.

andouiller), fr. VL. *anteoculdre, neut. adj. used

as a noun and lit. meaning '(the horn) growing

before the eyes', fr. L. ante oculos, 'before the

eyes'. See ante- and ocular. For sense develop-

ment cp. G. Augensprossen, 'antlers', lit. 'eye

sprouts'.

Derivative: antler-ed, adj.
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antlerite, n., a copper sulfate (mineral)— Named
after the Antler mine in Arizona. For the ending

see subst. suflf. -ite.

Antonia, fem. PN. — L. Antonia, fem. of An-

tonius. See Antony,

antonomasia, n., use of an epithet for a proper

name or vice versa (rhet.) — L., fr. Gk. avxo-

vo^iaaia, fr. dcvxovofxaJ^eiv, 'to name instead, to

call by a new name', fr. avxt, 'instead of (see

anti-), and ovofxat^siv, 'to name', fr. 6vo(xa,

'name'. See antonym.

Antony, also Anthony, masc. PN. — L. Antonius,

name of a Roman gens. The spelling Anthony

was suggested by the numerous Greek loan

words beginning with antho-, fr. S:v&oq, 'flower'.

Cp. Antonia.

antonym, n., opposite in meaning to another

word. — Formed fr. Gk. dvT<ovu[ita, 'a word

used for another, a pronoun', fr. dvxt, 'instead

of (see anti-), and ovu[jLa, dialectal form of

ovo[ia, 'noun'. See name and cp. anonym and

words there referred to.

antro-, before a vowel antr-, combining form

meaning 'antrum, cavity' (anat.)— Gk. avxpo-,

avxp-, fr. Svxpov. See next word.

antrum, n., a cave or cavity. — L., fr. Gk. Svxpov,

'cave, cavern', which is prob. cogn. with Arm.

ayr, 'cave'.

antrustion, n., a voluntary follower of Prankish

princes — F., fr. ML. antrustionem, ace. of an-

trustio, lit. 'in fidelity', which is formed fr. pref.

an-, en, 'in' (see in-, 'in, on'), OHG. trost,

'fidelity', Latinized into trustis, and suff. -ion.

See trust.

Derivative : antrustion-ship, n.

Anubis, n., a jackal god, son of Osiris (^Egypt.

mythol.) — L. AnHbis, fr. Gk. "Avoupi;, fr.

Egypt. Anepu, Anpu.

anus, n., inferior opening of the alimentary canal.

— L. anus, 'a ring, an iron ring for the feet;

anus (so called because of its form)'. For sense

development cp. Gk. SaxxiiXioq, 'ring, signet;

felloe of a wheel; anus', fr. Sax-ruXoi;, 'finger'.

L. anus is cogn. with Olr. dnne, dinne, 'ring,

rump'. See annular,

anusim, n. pi., Jews converted to another faith

by force; specif, the marranos. — Heb. dnUstm,

'those compelled (to give up their faith)', pi. of

dnOs, pass. part, of dnds, 'he compelled, con-

strained', which is rel. to Aram, inds, Syr. inds,

of s.m.

anvil, ME. anvelt, anfiU, fr. OE. anfilte, 'anvil',

rel. to MDu. anvilt, aneville, aenbelt, dnebelt,

Du. aanbeeld, aambeeld, OHG. anafalz, Dan.

ambolt, 'anvil', G. falzen, 'to fold' (whence

Falz, 'groove, furrow'), OHG. vilz, OE. felt,

'feh' ; see felt L. pellere, 'to strike', is prob. not

cognate with the above Teut. words.

Derivative: anvil, tr. v.

anxiety, n. — L. anxields, gen. -dtis, 'anguish,

anxiety', fr. anxius. See next word and -ity.

anzioiB, adj.— L. anxius, 'solicitous, uneasy*, fr.
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angere, 'to press together, throttle'. See anger and

cp. words there referred to. For E.-ous, as equi-

valent to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: anxious-ly, adv., anxious-ness, n.

any, adj. and pron. — ME. leniy, seni, any, eny,

ony, fr. OE. xnig, which is formed fr. OE. an,

'one', with suff. -ig: rel. to OS. enig, enag (fr. en,

'one'), ON. einigr (fr. einn, 'one'), Du. enig (fr. een,

'one'), OHG. einag, MHG. einec, G, einig (fr.

ein, 'one'). See one and -y (representing OE. -ig).

Anychia, n., a genus of plants of the whitlowwort

family, the forked chickweed (bot.) — ModL.,

aphetic for Gk. Ttaptovuxta, 'whitlowwort'. See

paronychia.

Anzac, n., a member of the Australian and New
Zealand Army corps. — Acrostic formed from

the initials of the words Australian (and) TVew

Zealand Army Corps.

Derivative: Anzac, adj., pertaining to the An-

zacs.

aorist, n., a past tense of Greek verbs. — Gk.

aopinxo?, 'indefinite' (short for dopioxoi; xpovo?,

'the aorist, i.e. indefinite tense'), fr. a- (see priv.

pref. a-) and opiaxo?, 'hmited, defined', verbal

adj. of opiJ^Eiv, 'to limit, define', fr. opo?, 'bound-

ary, limit, border'. See horizon. As a grammatic-

al term diptaxoi; was introduced by Dionysius

Thrax.

aorta, n. — ModL., fr. Gk. aopxif), 'the great

artery', fr. deipEiv, 'to lift, raise up, bear',

which is rel. to the second element in ixeTTjopo?,

Att. ixsxEfopoc, 'raised from the ground, high',

of uncertain etymology. Cp. artery and the

second element in endaortic and in meteor. Cp.

also air, 'atmosphere'.

Derivatives: aort-al, aort-ic, adjs.

aortico-, combining form meaning 'aortic'. —
See aorta and -ic.

aosmic, adj., having no smell (med.) — Formed
with suff. -ic fr. Gk. Sotj^oq, 'having no smell',

fr. dc- (see priv. pref. a-) and oaji-f), 'smeU, odor'.

See osmium.

Actus, n., a genus of American monkeys, the

night ape (zool.)— ModL., fr. Gk. S-ta-zoc,, 'ear-

less', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and oui;, gen. wx6?,

'ear'. See oto-.

ap-, form of apo- before a vowel.

ap-, assimilated form of ad- before p.

apace, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and pace.

apache, n., a Parisian gangster. — F., from the

name of the North American Indian Apaches.

apagoge, n., reductio ad absurdum (logic).— Gk.
dtTraYUYT), 'a leading away', fr. dTrdtyciv, 'to

lead away', fr. ino (see apo-) and Syeiv, 'to

lead', which is cogn. with L. agere, 'to set in

motion, lead'. See agent, adj., and cp. -agogue,

nagogy, pedagogue, synagogue.

apanage, n. — See appanage.

aparithmesis, n., enumeration (rhet.) — ModL.,
fr. Gk. Arrapt*(xii<jK;, fr. (i7tapi8^(AeTv, 'to count

over', fr. (i7t6 (see apo-) and cipi^iJteiv, 'to

count', fr. 4pt*(x6(:, 'number'. See aritlunetic.

apart, adv. — F. d part, fr. L. ad partem, 'to the

one side or part', fr. ad, 'to' (see ad-) and par-

tem, ace. of pars, 'part'. See part, n., and cp.

next word and apartment,

apartheid, n., the policy of racial segregation and

discrimination against the native Negroes and

other colored peoples in South Africa. — S.

African Dutch, 'apartness', formed fr. Ga. apart,

'separate' [fr. F. a part (see apart)], with Du.

suff. -heid, which corresponds to E. -hood (q.v.)

apartment, n. — F. appartement, fr. It. apparta-

mento, prop, 'a separated place', fr. appartare,

'to separate', fr. a (fr. L. ad), 'to', and parte (fr.

L. partem, ace. of pars), 'part'. See apart and

-ment.

Apatela, n., a genus of moths (zool.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. dTxaxr^Xo;, 'illusory', fr. txTtaxav, 'to

cheat, deceive', fr. dTidxn), 'deceit', which is of

uncertain origin. Cp. apatite,

apathic, adj. — F. apathique, fr. apathie. See next

word and -ic.

apathy, n. — F. apathie, fr. L. apathia, fr. Gk.

d7rd-9-sia, 'freedom from suffering, impassibil-

ity', fr. dcTtaS-rji;, 'without suffering, impassible',

fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and 7xd&o?, 'feeling, suf-

fering'. See -pathy and cp. antipathy, empathy,

sympathy.

Derivatives: apath-ism, n., apath-ist, n., apalh-

ist-ic-al, adj.

apatite, n., calcium phosphate fluoride (mineral.)

— Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. dTrdxY),

'deceit' (see Apatela); so called because it has

been mistaken for other minerals.

ape, n. — ME., fr. OE. apa, rel. to OS. apo, ON.

api, Du. aap, OHG. ajfo, MHG., G. ajfe; ac-

cording to O. Schrader borrowed fr. OCelt.

dppava?, a word glossed by Hesychius. It is more

probable, however, that OE. apa, etc., are Slav-

onic loan words. Cp. ORuss. opica, Czech

opice, 'ape'.

Derivatives: ape, tr. v., ape-ry, n.

apeak, adv., in a vertical position (naut.) — F.

a pic, 'vertically', fr. a, 'to' (see a), and pic, 'ver-

tex'. See peak, 'sharp point', and cp. peak, 'to

raise vertically'.

apeiron, n., the boundless mass postulated by

Anaximander as the first principle. — Gk.

dtTTEipov, neut. of ixTiEipoc;, 'boundless, infinite',

fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and itetpap (gen.

Ttctpaxoi;), 'completion, achievement', which is

rel. to TXEipeiv, 'to pierce, run through', rropo?,

'ford, ferry', prop, 'means of passing a river',

and is cogn. with L. porta, 'gate', partus, 'har-

bor'. See port, 'harbor', and cp. words there

referred to.

apepsia, apepsy, n., indigestion (med.)— Medical

L., fr. Gk. dTtei^ia, fr. ir^tmoq, 'undigested',

fr. d- (see pref. a-) and tie-to;, 'cooked', ver-

bal adj. of TTSTXTEiv, 'to cook'. See pepsin,

aper, n., the wild boar.— L., rel. to Umbr. apruf,

abrof, 'the boars' (ace.), and cogn. with OE.
eofor, 'wild boar', OHG. ebur, MHG., G. eber.
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of s.m., ON. jofurr, 'prince', and with OSlav.

vepri, Lett, vepris, 'wild boar'. The a in L. aper

(inst. of *eper) is prob. due to dissimilation un-

der the influence of caper, 'he-goat'. Cp. the

first element in Everard.

aper(u, n., sketch, rapid survey. — F., prop. pp.

of apercevoir, 'to perceive', used as a noun, fr.

a, 'to' (see a), and percevoir 'to perceive', fr. L.

percipere. See perceive and cp. apperception,

aperient, adj., laxative. — L. aperiens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of aperire, 'to uncover, open', which

stands for *ap-wenre and is rel. to operire (for

*op-wenre), 'to cover, close', and cogn. with

OI. apa-vi-nSti, 'uncovers, opens', api-vfttdti,

'closes, covers', fr. I.-E. base *wer-, 'to enclose,

cover'. See weir and cp. words there referred to.

The word aperient was first used by Bacon in

1626.

Derivative: aperient, n., a laxative drug.

aperiodic, adj., not periodic. — Formed fr. priv.

pref. a- and periodic.

Derivative: aperiodic-al-fy, adv.

aperitif, n., appetizer. — F. See next word.

aperitive, adj. aperient. — F. aperitif (fern, ape-

ritive), 'opening' (said of a drug), fr. L. aperi-

tivus, fr. aperire, 'to open'. See aperient and -ive.

apert, adj., open. — OF., fr. L. apertus, pp. of

aperire, 'to open'. See aperient and cp. pert,

malapert.

aperture, n., an opening. — L. apertura, 'an ope-

ning', fr. apertus, pp. oi aperire. See aperient and

-ure.

Derivatives: apertur-al, apertur-ed, adjs.

apetalous, adj., having no petals (bot.)— Formed

fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk. TtlxaXov, 'thin plate

of metal; leaf. See petalon and -ous.

Derivative: apetalous-ness, n.

apex, n., the highest point of something, top,

summit. — L., 'top, summit, the extreme end of

a thing; the small rod at the flamen's cap', lit.

'something joined or fastened to', formed with

suff. -ex fr. apio, apere, 'to join, fasten' ; see apt

For the formation of apex fr. apere, cp. vertex,

'top, summit', fr. vertere, 'to turn'. Cp. peri-

apical,

ai^-, form of apo- before an aspirated vowel.

aphaeresis, n., loss of a letter or syllable at the

beginning of a word (gram.) — L., fr. Gk.

a9aipe(j!.?, 'a taking away', fr. dc9aipErv, 'to

take away', fr. d7t6 (see apo-) and atpelv, 'to

take'. The word aphaeresis was introduced into

English by Sir James Murray (1837-1915). See

heresy and cp. diaeresis, synaeresis.

Aphanes, n., a genus of plants of the rose family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. a.<fixvT)<;, 'unseen, un-

noticed*, fr. i- (see priv. pref. a-) and the base

of (patvciv, 'to make visible*. See phantasm,

aphanite, n., name of certain dark rocks (pelrogr.)

— Lit. 'unseen', fr. Gk. i^avr)?. See prec. word

and subst. suff. -ite.

Derivatives: apharUt-ic, adj., aphanit-ism, n.

aphano-, before a vowel aphan-, combining form

meaning 'invisible'. — Fr. Gk. aipav-^i;. See

Aphanes.

aphasia, n., loss of the faculty of speech (med.) —
Medical L., fr. priv. pref. a- and (paai?, 'speech',

from the base of ipavai, 'to speak', which is rel.

to frj^vT), 'voice, report, rumor', and cogn. with

L. fdma, 'talk, report, rumor'. See fame and

-la and cp. aphemia.

Derivatives: aphasi-ac, adj. and n., aphas-ic,

adj. and n.

Aphelandra, n. 1 genus of plants of the acanthus

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

AtpsX-rji;, 'even, simple', and the stem of Mtfi,

gen. dtvSpAi;, 'man'. Gk. dttpsXTj? prob. means

lit. 'without protuberances' and is formed fr.

a- (see priv. pref. a-) and *9iXo(;, 'swelling,

protuberance' (whence also (fzXkeoc,, 'stony

ground'). See Anopheles and cp. next word and

Aphelinus. For the second element in Aphelandra

see andro-. The genus was called Aphelandra in

allusion to the one-celled anthers.

Aphelenchus, n., a genus of nematode worms

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. afpeXif]?,

'even, simple' (see prec. word), and 8yX°?>

'spear', a word of uncertaia origin.

Aphelinus, n., a genus of small flies (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. dcpcXT)?, 'even, simple'. See

Aphelandra.

aphelion, n., that point of the orbit of a celestial

body which is farthest from the sun (astron.) —
Grecized fr. ModL. aphelium, which was coined

by Kepler on analogy of apogaeum (see apogee)

fr. Gk. aTc6 (see apo-) and -i^Xio?, 'sun'. See

helio-.

apheliotropic, adj., turning away from the sun

(said of certain plants). — Formed fr. Gk. d7i6

(see apo-), 15X10?, 'sun', and -cponixiSt;, 'turning,

relating to a turn'. See apo- and heliotropic.

aphemia, n., a kind of aphasia (med.) — Medical

L., coined by the French surgeon and anthro-

pologist Paul Broca (1824-80) in i860 fr. priv.

pref. a- and Gk. 9r)(x^> 'voice', which is rel. to

<pdvai, 'to say, speak'. See fame and -ia and cp.

aphesis, n., gradual aphaeresis (gram.) — Gk.

Sofeaii;, 'a letting go', fr. aqpi^vai, 'to send

forth, let go', fr. 471:6 (see apo-) and l^vai, 'to

send', which stands for *yi-ye-nai and is cogn.

with L.jacire, 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth',

and cp. diesis. The word aphesis was introduced

into EngUsh by Sir James Murray (1837-1915)-

apbetic, adj., pertaining to, or resulting from,

aphesis. — Gk. a9eTtx6i;, 'letting go', fr. ficpe-

To?, 'let loose', verbal adj. of dt(pi£vai, 'to let go'.

See prec. word and -etic

-aphia, combining form meaning 'touch', and

referring to a specified condition of the sense of

touch (med.) — Medical L. -aphia, fr. Gk. SifTj,

'touch'. See apsis and cp. words there referred to.

aphid, n., a plant louse. — See next word.

Aphis, n., a genus of plant lice (zool.)— ModL., of

uncertain origin.
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aphlogistic, adj., flameless. — Formed with suff.

-ic fr. Gk. (i9X6Yi(jTo<;, 'not inflammable, flame-

less', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-), and 9X0YIOT6?, 'in-

flammable'. See phlogiston,

aphonia, n., the loss of voice (med.)— Medical L.,

fr. Gk. d9«vta, 'speechlessness', fr. a96)vo<;,

'voiceless, speechless', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-)

and iftxyvT), 'sound, voice'. See phone and -ia.

aphonic, adj., having no sound, voiceless. — See

prec. word and -ic.

aphorism, n., i) a short definition; 2) a maxim.—
F. aphorisme, fr, ML. aphorismus, fr. Gk. 090-

pia[x6;, 'definition', fr. d9opt^Eiv, 'to define',

fr. d7r6 (see apo-) and opi^ew, 'to bound, limit',

fr. opoq, 'boundary'. See horizon and -ism and

cp. aorist.

aphorist, n., a writer of aphorisms. — See prec.

word and -ist.

aphoristic, aphoristical, adj. — Gk. d9opia'nx6c;,

'delimiting, aphoristic', fr. d90pil^etv. See aphor-

ism and -ic, resp. also -al.

aphotic, adj., lightless.— Formed with suff. -ic fr.

Gk. (i(9toi;, gen. iic9&iT0(;, 'without fight', fr. d-

(see priv. pref. a-) and <f(iic„ gen. 9CdT6(;, 'light'.

See phosphorus.

Aphra, fem. PN. — The name arose from a mis-

understanding of b^bheth 'Aphrd'^, 'in the house

of Aphrah' (Mi. i : 10), 'Aphrah having been mis-

taken for a feminine personal name. In reality

'Aphrd'', in the above verse is the name of a

town which was identified by most commen-

tators with 'Ophrd'' in Benjamin (see Josh. 18:23).

The name prob. means 'hind'.

aphrite, n., a variety of calcite (mineral.)— Form-

ed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. d9p6?, 'foam',

(see aphro-) ; so called from its appearance.

aphrizite, n., a variety of tourmaline. — Formed
with subst. suff. -ite from the stem of Gk. iifpi-

I^Etv, 'to foam', fr. d9p6i;, 'foam' (see next word)

;

so called from its appearance when heated.

aphro-, before a vowel aphr- combining form

meaning 'foam'. — Gk. d9po-, d9p-, fr. d9p6i;,

'foam' ; of uncertain origin. Cp. the prec. two
words.

aphrodisia, n., sexual passion. — ModL., from
the fem. of Gk. 'A9poSfCTioi;, 'pertaining to

Aphrodite', fr. ' A9po8f-nf], the Greek goddess of

love. See Aphrodite.

aphrodisiac, adj., producing or increasing sexual

desire. — Gk. d9poSTOTax6i;, 'sexual, venereal',

fr. 'A9poSf(Jtoi;. See prec. word.

Derivative: aphrodisiac, n., an aphrodisiac drug.

Aphrodite, n., name of the goddess of love in

Greek mythology (corresponding to Venus in

Roman mythology). — Gk. ' A^ppoSlrrj, prob.

a popular alteration of *'A(p&op7)^, *'Atto-

PTjdT) (a change due to the influence ofGk.dypiq,
'foam'), fr. Heb.-Phoen. 'AshtSreth, 'the god-

dess of love', which is rel. to Akkad. Ashtarte,

hhtar; cp. Frisk, GEW., I, pp. I96f. s.v. 'A9P0-
8tTr).Theexplanationofthename'A9po8f'nri by
Hesiod as '(the goddess) bom of the foam (of

the sea)' is folk etymology. For the change of jA

to 9, cp. Heb. shiim, Arab. thUm, VArab.

/«m, 'garlic', Heb. gddtsh, Arab, jddath, VArab.

jddaf, 'mound, tumulus', and the Russian PN.
Feodor, which derives fr. Gk. ©siScipo? (see

Theodore). Cp. Ashtoreth, Astarte, Ishtar. Cp.

also April.

aphtha, n., a children's disease, also called

'thrush'. — L., fr. Gk. &9&a, 'inflammation,

eruption', fr. ocTrxeiv, 'to fasten; to kindle'. See

apsis.

aphthous, adj., caused by aphthae. — See prec.

word and -ous.

aphyllous, adj. having no leaves (ior.) — Gk.

&9UXX0?, 'leafless', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and

9UXX0V, 'leaf. See phyllo-.

aphthitalite, n., a potassium sodium sulfate (min-

eral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk.

49^1x05, 'undecaying, imperishable; unchange-

able', and dX?, 'salt' ; so called because it is un-

changeable in air. Gk. ^9^1x0? is formed fr.

d- (see priv. pref. a-) and verbal adj. of 9d-tveiv,

'to decay'; see phthisis. For the etymology ofdX;

see halieutic.

apiarian, adj., pertaining to bees or beekeep-

ing; n., an apiarist. —• Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. apidrius, 'relating to bees', fr. apis. See

Apis, a genus of bees.

apiarist, n., one who keeps bees. — Formed fr.

next word with suff. -1st.

apiary, n., a place where bees are kept. — L. api-

drium, 'beehouse, beehive', fr. apis. See Apis,

a genus of bees.

apicitis, n., inflammation of the apex of an organ

(med.) — A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L.

apex, gen. apicis (see apex) and -itis, a suff. of

Greek origin.

apiculture, n., rearing of bees. — Compounded

of L. apis, 'bee', and cultUra, 'tending, care'. See

Apis, 'a genus of bees', and culture.

apiece, adv. — Orig. written in two words: a

piece.

apiology, n., the scientific study of bees. — A hy-

brid coined fr. L. apis, 'bee', and Gk. -XoYia,

fr. -X6yo(;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

Apis, a genus of bees, and -logy.

Apios, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. dnio?, 'pear tree, pear',

which is a loan word from an unknown source,

whence also L. pirum, 'pear' (cp. pear) ; so called

from the pearlike form of the tubers.

Apis, n., an Egyptian god represented as a man
with the head of a bull (Egypt, mythol.) — L.,

fr. Gk. "Amic, fr. Egypt. Hdpi.

Apis, a genus of bees. — L., 'bee', of unknown

etymology. Cp. Apium, ache, 'parsley'.

Apium, n., a genus of plants of the carrot family.

— L., 'parsley', Ut. 'the plant preferred by bees',

a derivative of apis, 'bee'. See prec. word.

apivorous, adj., bee-eater. — Compounded of L.

apis, 'bee', and -varus, from the stem of vordre.
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'to devour'. See Apis, a genus of bees, and

-vorous.

apjohnite, n., a hydrous aluminum and manga-

nese sulfate (mineral.) — Named after the Irish

chemist James Apjohn (1796-1886). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Aplectrum, n., a genus of plants of the orchid

family, the puttyroot (bot.)— ModL., lit. 'with-

out spurs', formed fr. priv. pref. a- and Gk.

TrXrjxTpov, 'spur', lit. 'an instrument to strike

with', fr. TrXriatJsiv, Att. tcXtjtteiv, 'to strike';

see plectrum. The puttyroot has no spur, whence

its scientific name.

aplomb, n. — F., 'perpendicularity', whence 'self-

possession', fr. a plomb, 'perpendicular', fr. a,

'to' (see a), and plomb, 'lead'. See plumb,

aplome, n., a variety of andradite {mineral.) —
Gk. anXcoixa, 'that which is unfolded', fr.

k-Kkhoc,, anXou?, 'simple'. See haplo- and cp.

diploma.

Aplopappus, n., a genus of plants (tof.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. ocTCXio?, aTrXou;, 'simple', and naTtTro?,

'pappus'. See haplo- and pappus.

Apluda, n., a genus of grasses (60?.)— L. apluda,

'chaff', which is of uncertain origin. Perh. it is

formed fr. ab, 'away from, from', and plaudere,

'to strike, beat', and lit. means 'that which is

beaten off'; see ab- and plaudit. See Walde-

Hofmann, LEW., I, 58 s.v. aplUda.

aplustre, n., the curved stern of a ship with its

ornaments (Greek and Roman antiq.) — L., fr.

Gk. (a9XaaTov; as shown by the suff. -stre, the

word came into Latin through the medium of

the Etruscans. For the change of Greek a. (in

iS9XaaTov) to u (in L. aplitstre) cp. L. scutUla,

'wooden roller', fr. Gk. axuTaXr;, 'stick, staff',

L. crapUla, fr. Gk. xpaiTrSXy), 'debauch', L. pes-

sulus, fr. Gk. TraooaXot;, 'bolt', L. triumphus,

'triumph', fr. Gk. »pia(jLpo<;, 'a procession (made

in honor of Bacchus)' ;
(see crapulence, pessulus,

triumph).

apnea, apnoea, n., suspension of breathing (med)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. lijcvoia, 'absence of res-

piration', fr. ijrvoo?, &7tvou(;, 'without breath-

ing', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and ttv^o, vnielv,

'to breathe'. See pneuma.

Derivatives: apne-al, apnoe-al, adj., apne-ic,

apnoe-ic, adj.

apo-, ap- (before a vowel), aph- (before an aspi-

rated vowel), pref. meaning 'from, away from,

asunder, separate' .—Gk. omo-, iit-, dip-, fr. Atto,

'from, away from', cogn. with OI. dpa, 'away

from', L. ab (orig. *ap), 'away from, from',

Goth, a/, OE. of, 'away from, from'. See of and

cp. a-, 'from', ab-, post-.

apocalypse, n., revelation. — Eccles. L. apoca-

lypsis, fr. Gk. dcTcoxixXuiiji?, 'revelation', fr.

aTTOxaXuTTTEiv, 'to uncover, disclose, reveal', fr.

1X7:6 (see apo-) and jtaXiiTrrsiv, 'to cover', which

is rel. to KoXutJfca, Calypso, a sea nymph,

xaXiipi], 'cabin'. See Calypso and cp. calyMte,

calyptor, calyplra.
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apocalyptic, adj., pertaining to a revelation. —
Gk. aTroKaXuTTTwiq, fr. aTTOKaXuTTTetv. See prec.

word and -ic.

apocalyptist, n., the writer of the Apocalypse

(rare). — See apocalypse and -ist.

apocatastasis, n., restoration (med. and astron.)

— Gk. dtTtoxaTaoTaaiq, 'restitution, restoration',

fr. dcTtoxaS^iaTavai, 'to restitute, restore', fr.

ini (see apo-) and xaS^iartivat,, 'to set in order,

array, appoint', lit. 'to set down', fr. xaxd,

'down', and laxdivat, 'to make to sUnd, to

stand'. See cata- and state and cp. catastasis.

apocha, n., receipt for the payment of money

(/aw). — L., fr. Gk. dcTioxT), 'a receipt', fr. ani-

XciM, 'to keep off, keep away, to receive in full',

fr. dcTTo (see apo-) and ex^w, 'to have, hold'.

See hectic and cp. epoch,

apocopate, tr. v., to cut off.— ModL. apocopatus,

pp. of apocopare, 'to cut off', fr. Gk. aTroxoTtr),

'a cutting off'. See next word and verbal suff.

-ate.

apocope, n., the omission of the last letter or syl-

lable of a word (gram.)— L., fr. Gk. aTroHOTyT),

'a cutting off', from the stem of djioxoKTSiv, 'to

cut off', fr. dTt6 (see apo-) and xottteiv, 'to cut',

whence x6(ji,|jia, 'a piece cut off'. See comma and

cp. pericope, syncope.

Derivative: apocop-ic, adj.

Apocrypha, n. pi., books excluded from the num-

ber of the sacred books of the Bible. — Eccles.

L., neut. pi. of apocryphus, fr. Gk. djtoxpuqjo?,

'hidden away, kept secret', fr. dTOXpiiTrrEiv, 'to

hide away', fr. ix7t6 (see apo-) and xpuTtTstv, 'to

hide'. See crypt.

Derivative: Apocryph-al, adj.

Apocynaceae, n. pL, a family of plants, the dog-

bane family (60/.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-aceae fr. Apocynum (q.v.)

apocynaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

Apocynum, n., a genus of plants; the dogbane

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. dcTroxuvov, 'dogbane',

fr. dTt6 (see apo-) and xucov, gen. xuv6i;, 'dog'.

See cyno-.

apod, apode, n., an animal that has no feet. —
Gk. Sttoug, gen. ^ttoSo?, 'footless', fr. i- (see

priv. pref. a-) and tiou?, gen. koS6?, 'foot'. See

-pod.

apodal, adj., having no feet. — See prec. word

and adj. suff. -al.

apodictic, apodeictic, adj., clearly demonstrated.

— L. apodicticus, fr. Gk. d7ro8cixTix6!;, fr. ino-

Seixt6?, verbal adj. of dcTroSEixvuvai, 'to show

by argument', fr. 4716 (see apo-) and Ssixvuvai,

'to show'. See deictic and cp. epideictic.

Derivative: apod(e)ictic-al-ly, adv.

apodosis, n., the consequent clause (gram.)— L.,

fr. Gk. ajrASoaii;, 'a giving back', fr. (4TTo8i86vai,

'to give back', fr. a:i6 (see apo-) and St86vai,

'to give'. See donadoo and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

podoas, adj., footless. — Sec apodal and -cos.

apogee, n., the point at wWdi the moon (or an-
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other celestial body) is at the greatest distance

from the earth (astron^— F. apogee, fr. L. apo-

gaeum, fr. Gk. dicoYaiov, prop. neut. of the

adjeaive dcTtoyaioi;, 'far away from the earth',

but used by Ptolemy as a noun for dTrAyaiov

(T»)(x£tov, 'the sign far away from the earth', i.e.

'apogee'. 'Airoyaiof; (also a.Tt6yt\.aq) is formed

fr. tx7c6 (see apo-) and yala, yTJ, 'earth'. See geo-

and cp. perigee.

apograph, n., a copy, a transcript. — Gk. dTt6-

ypacpov, fr. drcoypdcpEiv, 'to write off', fr. ixtto

(see apo-) and ypd9£iv, 'to write'. See -graph.

apolar, adj., having no pole. — Formed fr. priv.

pref. a- and polar,

apolaustic, adj., devoted to pleasure. — Gk.

(XTrouXauCTTixoi;, fr. dTroXauaxof;, verbal adj. of

dTToXauEiv, 'to enjoy', fr. omo (see apo-) and

I.-E. base *lau-, *lu-, 'to profit, gain', whence

also L. lucrum, 'profit, gain'. See lucre and cp.

-lestes. For the ending see suff. -ic.

Apollinarian, adj. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L.

Apollindris, 'belonging to Apollo', fr. Apollo,

gen. Apollinis. See Apollo.

ApoUinaris water. — From G. Apollinaris-Brun-

nen ('Springs of ApoUinaris'), near Remagen in

Germany.
Apollo, n., one of the most important Olympian

divinities, the god of music, poetry, medicine,

etc., later identified with Helios, the sun god

(Greek mythol.)— L. Apollo, gen. -inis, fr. Gk.
'AttiSXXcov =Dor. ' Att^XXwv, which, accordingto

Usener, is rel. to an obsolete Greek verb mean-

ing 'to drive away (scil. evil)', and cogn. with L.

pellere, 'to beat, strike; to drive'. See pulse

'throb'.

Derivatives: Apollinarian (q.v.), Apoll-ine, adj.,

Apollonian (q.v.), Apollon-ic, Apollon-ist-ic,

adjs.

Apollonian, adj. — Formed with suff. -an fr. Gk.

'ATToXXtovto?, 'belonging to Apollo', fr. 'AttoX-

Xtov. See prec. word.

ApoUyon, n., the destroying angel of the bottom-

less pit, the equivalent of Heb. dbhaddSn (see

Abaddon). — Gk. aTtoXXutov, pres. part, of

dc7ro)A'JEiv, 'to destroy utterly', fr. dTro (see

apo-) and oXXueiv, 'to destroy', which is rel. to

BXe&pot;, 'destruction, ruin'. Cp. Olethreutidae

and the second element in AzoUa.

apologetic, adj., i) apologizing; 2) defending in

writing or speech. — F. apologetique, fr. L. apo-

logeticus, fr. Gk. dTtoXoyrjTtxo?, 'fit for de-

fense', fr. (XTroXoyEiadai, 'to speak in defense',

fr. dtTtoXoyla, 'defense'. See apology.

Derivatives : apologetic, n., apologetic-al-ly, adv.,

apologel-ics, n.

apologist, n. — F. apologiste, fr. apologie. See

apology and -ist

apologize, intr. v. — This verb corresponds for-

mally to Gk. dtTToXoyiliECT^ai, which, however,

means 'to give an account', fr. im^koyot;, 'ac-

count' (see next word). In reality, however, E.

apologize is a new formation fr. apology and

-ize and answers in sense to Gk. dtTroXoyEioftai,

'to speak in defense, defense oneself.

Derivative: apologiz-er, n.

apologue, n., moral truth. — F., fr. L. apologus,

fr. Gk. d7t6Xoyo(;, 'story, tale, fable, apologue,

account', lit. '(that which comes) from a speech',

fr. dtTii (see apo-) and X6y6?, 'word, speech,

discourse, account'. See logos,

apology, n. — F. apologie, fr. L. apologia, fr. Gk.

(xTToXoyta, 'a speech in defense', fr. d7r6Xoyo(;,

See prec. word and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

apomorphine, n., name of a drug, CivHnNOa
(chem.) — Changed fr. earlier apomorphia, a

name coined by the chemists Mathieson and

Wright fr. apo- and morphine. They gave the

drug this name because it is obtainable from

morphine.

apopemptic, adj., valedictory. — Gk. d7ro7rE[j,TTTi.-

x6?, 'pertaining to sending away, valedictory',

fr. a7roTi£[x7r£tv, 'to send away, dismiss', fr.

&Ki (see apo-) and tceiitteiv, 'to send', which

stands in gradational relationship to TTOjjtKri, 'a

sending, solemn procession'. See pomp,

apophasis, n., mention of something we feign to

deny (rhet^ — ModL., fr. Gk. dt7r69aCTi(;, 'an-

swer, denial', fr. (XTtoipdvai, 'to speak out, say

no, deny', fr. Atio (see apo-) and <pdvai, 'to

speak', which is rel. to 9T)(j.7], 'voice, report,

rumor', and cogn. with L. fdma, 'talk, report,

rumor'. See fame and cp. aphasia, aphemia.

apophthegm, n. — See apothegm,

apophyge, n., a curve in a column, with which

the shaft 'escapes' into its base (archit.) — Gk.

dTtocpuyr;, 'escape', fr. dcTTocpEuyEiv, 'to flee away,

escape', fr. (xtto (see apo-) and 9EiiyEiv, 'to flee',

which is cogn. with L. fugere 'to flee'. See fu-

gitive and cp. hypophyge.

apophysis, n., process on a bone (imat^ — Medi-

cal L., fr. Gk. d7r69U(ji?, 'prominence, process

of a bone', fr. a7ro9U£iv, 'to produce', fr. d7t6

(see apo-) and 9UEIV, 'to bring forth, produce,

make to grow'. See physio- and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also zygapophysis.

Derivatives : apophys-ate, apophyse-al, apophysi-

al, adjs.

apophysitis, n., inflammation of the apophysis

(med.) — Medical L., formed fr. prec. word

with suff. -itis.

apoplectic, adj., i) pertaining to, or causing, apo-

plexy; 2) having apoplexy; 3) liable to apoplexy.

— F. apoplectique, fr. L. apoplecticus, fr. Gk.

d7ro7rX-r)XTix6i;, 'disabled by a stroke, crippled',

fr. 47r67tX7]XTOS, verbal adj. of dnoTtX^iaCTEtv, 'to

cripple by a stroke'. See next word and -ic.

apoplexy, n., sudden loss of consciousness caused

by the breaking of a blood vessel in the brain

(med.) — ME. apoplexie, fr. OF (= F.) apo-

plexie, fr. L. apoplexia, fr. Gk. inonXrjlioi,

'apoplexy, paralysis', fr. dTroTiX-rjtJoetv, 'to crip-

ple by a stroke', fr. a7v6 (see apo-) and TtXTjaoEiv,

'to strike', which is rel. to nkrffi). Dor. TiXayd,

'stroke' ; see plague and cp. words there referred
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to. The Latin translation of Greek aKOTtXTj^ia,

'siderdlio', lit. 'disease caused by a constellation',

shows that dtn:o7TX7)Sia orig. must have denoted

the condition of being struck (omoizkrjy.TO'i) by

the stars (cp. sideration).

aposiopesis, n., a sudden breaking oif in the

middle of a sentence {rhet.) — L., fr. Gk. Atvo-

aicoKTjaic, 'becoming silent', fr. ano (see apo-)

and CTUOTTY), 'silence', which is prob. rel. to Mes-

sapian ctTTTa-, 'be silent!, and perh. cogn. with

Goth, sweiban, 'to cease', OHG. gi-swifton,

'to become quiet'. Cp. swifter, swivel,

apostasy, n., desertion of one's faith, principles,

etc. — ME. apostasie, fr. L. apostasia, fr. Gk.

(XTTOoTaata, a later form of a7r6<iTaCTi,(;, 'revolt,

defection', lit. 'a standing off', fr. aTtoai^vai,

'to stand off, revolt', fr. am (see apo-) and

(jTTJvai, 'to stand'. See state and -y (representing

Gk. -la), and cp. stasis. The word apostasy was

introduced into English by Wycliffe.

apostate, n., a person guilty of apostasy; adj.,

guilty of apostasy. — ME., fr. OF apostate (F.

apostat), fr. L. apostata, fr. Gk. dTTOCTTd-rr)?,

'rebel, deserter', lit. 'a person standing off', fr.

d7roaTT)vai, 'to stand off, revolt'. See prec.

word.

apostatic, apostatical, adj., apostate. — L. apo-

slaticus, fr Gk. arotTTaTtzo?, 'pertaining to re-

volt', fr. (XTiooTa-a);. See prec. word and -ic, resp.

also -al.

Derivative: apostatical-ly, adv.

apostatize, intr. v., to become an apostate. —
ML. apostalizare, fr. L. apostata. See apostate

and -ize.

aposteme, n., an abscess {med:) — MF., fr. OF.

aposteme, fr. L. apostema, fr. Gk. aKoaTYjfia,

'abscess", lit. 'a standing off', fr. dTroa-r^vai, 'to

stand off'. See apostasy and cp. impostume.

a posteriori, i) from effect to cause; 2) induc-

tively; 3) from experience (philos.) — a poste-

riori, 'from what comes after', fr. a, 'from' (see

a-, 'from'), and posteriori, abl. of posterior, corn-

par, of posterns, 'coming after'. See posterior.

apostil, also apostille, n., note, esp. on the text

of the Bible. — F. apostille. See postil.

apostle, n. — OF. apostle, apostre (F. apolre),

'apostle', fr. Eccles. L. apostolus, fr. Gk. oltz6-

aTOAoc, 'one sent, a messenger, an envoy', fr.

a-oaT£>AEiv, 'to send forth', fr. aTro (see apo-)

and CTTsXXeiv, 'to set in order, dispatch, send'.

See stall and cp. stele, stole, 'garment', epistle.

Derivative: apostle-ship, n.

apostolate, n. — Eccles. L. apostoldtus, fr. aposto-

lus, fr. Gk. i-r.odToXoq. See prec. word and

subst. sutf. -ate.

apostolic, apostolical, adj. — F. apostolique, fr.

Eccles. L. apostolicus, fr. apostolus, fr. Gk. a.n6-

oTOAot;. See apostle, -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative : apostolic-al-ly, adv.

apostrophe, n., a sign (') indicating the omission

of a letter or letters. — F., fr. L. apostrophus,iT.

Gk. dtTtiaTpoipoe, 'apostrophe', lit. 'a turning
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away', fr. dcTioa-pevetv, 'to turn away', fr. diro

(see apo-) and cttp£9£iv, 'to turn'. See strophe

and cp. next word. Cp. also anastrophe, anti-

strophe, catastrophe, epistrophe.

apostrophe, n., a turning aside from the subject

(rhet.) — L., fr. Gk. tJ;TioaTpo9ri, 'a turning

away', fr. dnoCTTpetpEiv. See prec. word.

Derivatives: apostroph-ic, adj., apostroph-ize,

tr. v.

apothecary, n. — OF. apotecarie (F. apothicaire),

fr. ML. apothecarius, orig. 'storekeeper', fr.

apotheca, 'storehouse', fr. Gk. dTroS^Tjxr), lit. 'a

place wherein to lay up a thing', fr. aTroxt&Evai,

'to put away', fr. ixTto (see apo-) and Ti^^ai, 'to

put, place, set down'. See theme and -ary and

cp. next word and apothem. Cp. also bodega,

bottega, boutique,

apothecium, n., the ascocarp of lichens {hot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. *a.-Ko^-Mm, dimin. of Atto^tikt),

'a storehouse'. See apothecary,

apothegm, apophthegm, n., a pithy saying, a

maxim. — Gk. aTTotp^syiJLa, 'a terse saying, apo-

thegm', lit. 'something uttered', fr. a.-Koif^hf^z<j-

Sai, 'to speak one's opinion plainly', fr. (xtto

(see apo-) and ^f^i-^-^za^an., 'to speak' (whence

9&£y[jLa, 'voice, speech'), which stands in gra-

dational relationship to qj^oyyog, 'a sound, a

voice'. Cp. the second element in monophthong,

diphthong, triphthong.

apothem, n., perpendicular drawn from the center

to any of the sides of a regular polygon {geom.)

— Formed fr. apo- and Gk. ds[xa, 'that which

is placed', from the stem of xiftevat, 'to place'.

See theme,

apotheosis, n., deification. — L., fr. Gk. ajzo^ica-

ct?, 'deification', fr. a7i;o»£ouv, 'to make some-

one a god, to deify', fr. aTro (see apo-) and ^soq,

'god'. See theo- and -osis.

Derivative: apotheos-ize, tr. v.

apotropaion, n., an amulet, a charm, anything

supposed to avert evil. — Gk. a-rtoTpoTCaiov,

neut. of dTioTpoTraioc;, 'that which averts', fr.

dTwiTp^TCEiv, 'to turn away, avert', fr. Atto (see

apo-) and xpeTreiv, 'to turn'. See trope,

apozem, n., a decoction (pharm.) — F. apozime,

fr. L. apozema, fr. Gk. &t:6'(,s'^ix, 'decoction',

fr. dzoI^Etv, 'to boil till the scum is thrown off',

fr. Atio (see apo-) and ^eX'^, 'to boil'. See ec-

zema and cp. words there referred to.

appall, tr. v. — ME. appallen, apallen, 'to make

pale, become pale', fr. OF. apallir, 'to grow

pale', fr. a, 'to' (see a), !indpallir,palir(F.pdlir),

'to grow pale', fr. pale (F. pale). See pallor and

cp. pale, pallid.

Derivatives: apall-ing, adj., apall-ing-ly ,
adv.

appalto, n., a monopoly. — It., 'contract', of

uncertain origin. It stands perh. for 'appacto,

fr. L. *appactum, fr. ad, 'to', and pactum, 'agree-

ment, contract, pact'; see ad- and pact. Rum.

apalt is an Italian loan word. See Meyer-Lubke,

REW., No.sSS-
appanage, apanage, n., provision made by kings
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and princes for their younger children; per-

quisite.— F. apanage, fr. OF. apaner, 'to nourish,

support', fr. ML. appdndre, 'to provide with

bread', fr. ad- and L. pdnis, 'bread'. Cp. OProv-

enf. apanar, 'to nourish', and see pastor and

-age.

Derivative: appanage, tr. v.

apparatus, n., instruments serving a specific task.

— L. apparatus, 'preparation,' fr. appardtus, pp.

of appdrdre, 'to make ready', fr. ad- and pardre,

'to make ready, prepare'. See pare and cp.

parade, prepare,

apparel, n. — ME. appareil, apareil, fr. OF. apa-

reil, (F. appareil), 'preparation', fr. apareillier,

(F. appareitler), fr. VL. *appariculdre, fr. L. ap-

pardre, 'to prepare', lit. 'to make ready for', fr.

ad- and pardre, 'to prepare'. Cp. It. apparecchi-

are, OProveng. aparelhar, Sp. aparejar. Port.

aparelhar, 'to prepare', which all derive fr.VL.

*appariculdre, and see pare. Cp. also prec. word.

apparel, tr. v. — ME. aparailen, fr. OF. apareil-

lier. See apparel, n.

apparent, adj. — OF. aparant (F. apparant), fr.

L. appdrentem, ace. of appdrens, pres. part, of

dppdrere, 'to appear'. See appear and -ent.

Derivatives: apparent-ly, adv., appar-ent-ness,n.

apparition, n. — F., fr. L. appdritionem, ace. of

appdritid, 'service, attendance' fr. appdrit-(um),

pp. stem of appdrere, 'to appear'. See appear

and -ition.

apparitor, n., an officer in attendance of a Roman
magistrate (Roman antiq.); an officer who exe-

cutes orders. — L., 'an attendant, a public ser-

vant', fr. appdrit-(um), pp. stem of appdrere. See

prec. word and agential suff. -or.

appeach, intr. V. to impeach, accuse (obsol.) —
ME. apechen, formed, with change of suff., from

OF empechier (F. empecher), 'to hinder, im-

pede'. See impeach.

appeal, tr. and intr. v, — ME. appeten, apelen,

fr, OF. apeler (F. appeler), 'to address, entreat,

call', fr. L. appelldre, 'to address, accost, appeal

to, apply to, summon, call, name', fr. ad- and

-pelldre (found only in compounds), fr. pellere,

'to drive', whence also appellere, 'to drive to'.

The sense development of appelldre, 'to ad-

dress, accost', etc., fr. pellere, 'to drive', may
be illustrated by the following phases : 'to drive

push on, incite, warn, admonish, summon, call

address'. See pulse, 'throb', and cp. repeal. Cp
also compel, dispel, expel, impel, propel, repel,

Cp. also push. The change from the 3rd con

jugation (pellere, appellere) to the ist (appel-

ldre) is due to the iterative sense of appelldre

Cp. interpelldrc, 'to intsrrupt in speaking', which
is formed fr. inter- and -pelldre, and also has an

iterative meaning (see interpellate). For other

Latin iterative verbs of the ist conjugation form-

ed from verbs of other conjugations cp. inter-

poldre, 'to give a new form to, to polish, fur-

bish ; to change, vary; to falsify; to insert, inter-

polate', fr. inter- and pollre, 'to smooth, polish,

furbish' (see interpolate), and occupdre, 'to seize,

take possession of, fr. capere, 'to catch, seize,

take' (see occupy).

Derivatives: appeal, n. (q.v.), appeal-able, adj.,

appeal-er, n., appeal-ing, adj., appeal-ing-ly, adv.

appeal, n. — ME. appel, apel, fr. OF. apel (F. ap-

pel), back formation fr. OF. apeler. See ap-

peal, V.

appear, intr. v. — ME. apperen, aperen, fr. OF.

aparoir (F. apparoir), 'to appear', fr. L. appd-

rere, fr. ad- and pdrere, 'to come forth, appear,

be visible', which is prob. cogn. with Gk. r^zna.-

peTv (aorist inf.), 'to display, manifest'. Cp.

peer, 'to appear'. Cp. also apparent, apparition,

apparitor, transparent.

appearance, n. — ME. aparaunce, fr. OF. apa-

rence (F. apparence), fr. L. appdrentia, fr. ap-

pdrens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of appdrere, 'to

appear'. See prec. word and -ance.

appease, tr. v. — ME. apaisen, apesen, appesen,

fr. OF. apeser (F. apaiser), 'to pacify, appease',

fr. OF. pais, a collateral form of paiz (F. paix),

fr. L. pdcem, ace. of pax, 'peace'. See peace.

Derivatives: appeas-able, adj., appeas-er, n., ap-

peasement (q.v.), appeas-ing, adj., appeas-ing-ly,

adv., appeas-ive, adj.

appeasement, n. — F. apaisement, fr. apaiser. See

appease and -ment.

appellant, adj., appealing. — F., fr. L. appellan-

tem, ace. of appelldns, pres. part, of appelldre,

'to call'. See appeal, v., and -ant.

Derivative: appellant, n.

appellate, adj., pertaining to appeals.— L. appel-

Idlus, pp. of appelldre, 'to address, call'. See

appeal and adj. suff. -ate.

appellation, n. — L. appelldtid, gen. -onis, fr. ap-

pelldtus, pp. of appelldre. See prec. word and

-ion.

Derivative: appellation-al, adj.

appellative, adj. — L. appelldtivus, fr. appelldlus,

pp. oi appelldre. See appeal, v., and -ative.

appellee, n., a person appealed against (law). —
F. appele, pp. of appeler, 'to call, address". See

appeal, v., and -ee.

append, tr. v., to attach; to join. — OF. apendre

(F. appendre), fr. L. appendere, 'to hang some-

thing on', fr. ad- and pendere, 'to cause to hang'.

See pendant.

Derivatives: appendage, n., appendag-ed, adj.

appendant, adj. and n. — F., pres. part, of ap-

pendre. See prec. word and -ant.

appendectomy, n., removal of the appendix (sur-

gery). — A hybrid coined fr. L. appendix and

Gk. -r,cT0ULia, 'a cutting out of, fr. £xto[xy;, 'a

cutting out'. See appendix and -ectomy.

appendicitis, n., inflammation of the vermiform

appendix. — A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L.

appendix (see next word) and -itis, a suff. of

Greek origin.

appendix, n. — L., 'something hung on, some-

thing appended', fr. appendere. See append.

Derivative: appendix, tr. v.



apperceive

apperceive, tr. v. — ME., fr. OF. aperceivre (F.

apercevoir), fr. a, 'to' (see a), and perceivre, 'to

perceive', fr. h.percipere. See perceive and cp.

next word. Cp. also aper^u.

apperception, n. — F. aperception, coined by the

German philosopher Baron Gottfried Wilhelm

von Leibniz (1646-1716) as the noun corre-

sponding to the verb apercevoir, on analogy of

the noun perception (which corresponds to per-

cevoir). See prec. word and -ion.

appertain, intr. v. — ME. aperteinen, apertenen,

fr. apertenen, fr. OF. apartenir (F. appartenir),

fr. L. appertinere, 'to pertain to', fr. ad- and

pertinere, 'to pertain'. See pertain and cp. ap-

purtenance,

appetence, appetency, n., a strong desire. — F.

appetence, 'longing, covetousness, appetence',

fr. L. appetentia, 'longing after something', fr.

appetens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of appetere, *to

seek or long after', fr. ad- and petere, 'to rush at,

seek, request'. See petition and -ence.

appetent, adj., eagerly desirous. — L. appetens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, ofappetere. See prec. word

and -ent. Derivative: appetent-ly, adv.

appetite, n. — ME., fr. OF. apetit (F. appetit),

fr. L. appetitus, 'appetite', lit. 'a longing after',

fr. appetitus, pp. of appetere. See appetency.

Derivative: appetit-ive, adj.

appetize, tr. v. — Irregularly formed fr. L. appe-

tltus (see prec. word) and suff. -ize.

Derivatives: appetiz-er, n., appetiz-ing, adj. ap-

petiz-ing-ly, adv.

Appian Way. — The road between Rome and

Capua is so called because it was begun by the

consul Appius Claudius Caecus (during his con-

sulship in 302 B.C.E.).

applaud, intr. and tr. v. — L. applaudere, 'to clap

the hands in approbation; fr. ad- and plaudere,

'to clap the hands in approbation, approve,

applaud'. See plaudit and cp. next word.

Derivatives: applaud-able, adj., apptaud-abl-y,

adv., applaud-er, n., applaud-ing-ly, adv.

applause, n. — L. applausus, pp. of applaudere.

See applaud,

applausive, adj. — ML. applausivus, fr. L. ap-

plausus. See prec. word and -ive.

apple, n. — ME. appel, eppel fr. OE. mppel, spl,

rel. to OS., OFris., LG., Du. appel, ON. eple,

epli, Dan. leble, Swed. apple, Norw. eple, OHG.

apful, afful, MHG., G. apfel, Crimean Goth.

apel, and cogn. with Gaul, avallo (pi.), 'fruit',

Olr. ubull, 'apple', aball, 'apple tree', W. afall,

of s.m., afal, Co., Bret, aval, 'apple', Lith.

libalas, obuolas, Lett, abuolis, OPruss. woble,

'apple', OSlav. ablUko, jabluko, 'apple'. Cp. L.

Abella (now Avella), name of a town in Cam-

pania, lit. 'Apple town'.

Derivative: apple, intr. v.

apple pie bed, a bed in which the sheets are

doubled so as to prevent the user from stretch-

ing his legs. — Apple pie in the above term

is folk etymology and stands for F. nappe pliie.

H

'folded sheet', pronounced nap-pe pliee. See

napery and ply, 'to bend'.

appliance, n. — Formed fr. apply with suflf. -ance.

applicable, adj. — Formed with sufF. -able fr. L.

applicdre. See apply.

Derivatives: applicabil-ity, n., applicable-ness,

n., applicabl-y, adv.

applicancy, n., quality of being applicable. —
Formed fr. next word with suff. -cy.

applicant, n., one who applies for something. —
L. appticdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of applicdre.

See apply and -ant.

applicate, adj. i) inclined; 2) applied. — L. ap-

plicatus, pp. oi applicdre. See prec. word and adj.

sutf. -ate.

appUcation, n. — F. fr. L. applicdtionem, ace. of

applicdtio, 'an attaching oneself to', fr. appli-

cdtus, pp. of applicdre. See apply and -ation and

cp. prec. word.

applicative, adj., practical. — Formed with suff.

-ive fr. L. applicdtus, pp. of applicdre. See apply.

Derivatives: applicative-ly, adv., applicative-

ness, n.

applicator, n., an appUer. — Formed as if fr. L.

•applicator, fr. applicdre. See apply and agential

suff. -or.

appUcatory, adj., applying. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ory. fr. L. applicdtus, pp. of applicdre. See

prec. word.

applique, adj., applied, attached; n., an appliqud

work.— F., pp. ofappliquer, 'to apply', fr. L. ap-

plicdre. See apply.

apply, tr. and intr. v. — OF. aplier (F. appliquer),

fr. L. applicdre, 'to fasten or attach to, to place

near to, to devote oneself to', fr. ad- and plicdre,

'to fold, bend'. See ply, 'to bend', and cp. ap-

plique.

Derivatives: appli-able, adj., appliable-ness, n.,

appli-abl-y, adv., appli-ance, n., appli-ant, adj.

appoggiatura, n., a grace note (music). — It., lit.

'a support', fr. appoggiare, 'to lean, rest, sup-

port', fr. VL. *appodidre, 'to support', fr. ad-

and L. podium, 'elevated place, balcony'. See

podium and cp. appui.

appoint, tr. v. — ME. appointen, fr. OF. apointier,

apointer (F. appointer), 'to arrange, settle, place'

fr. VL. appunctdre, 'to bring to a point', fr. ad-

and L. punctum, 'point'. See point.

Derivatives: appoint-ee, n., appoint-er, n., ap-

point-ive, adj., appointment (q.v.), appoint-or, n.

appointment, n. — F. appointement, fr. appointer.

See prec. word and -ment.

apport, n., an object appearing at a s6ance with-

out visible physical agency (spiritualism). — F.,

lit. 'anything brought', back formation fr. ap-

porter, 'to bring', fr. L. apportdre, 'to bring,

carry to', fr. ad- and portdre, 'to carry'. See

port, to carry', and cp. rapport,

apportion, tr. v., — OF. apportionner, fr. a, 'to'

(see a), and portionner, 'to divide into portions',

fr. portion, 'share, portion'. See portion, n.

Derivatives: apportion-er, n., apportion-ment, n.
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appose, tr. v. — F. apposer, fr. a, 'to' (see a), and

poser, 'to place'. See pose, 'to place', and cp.

words there referred to.

apposite, adj., appropriate. — L. appositus, pp. of

appdnere, 'to put near', fr. ad- and pdnere, 'to

put, place'. See position and cp. postiche.

Derivatives: apposite-ty, adv., apposite-ness, n.

apposition, n.— L. appositid, gen. -dnis, 'a placing

before', fr. appositus, pp. of appdnere. See prec.

word and -ion.

appraisal, n. — Formed fr. appraise with subst.

suff. -al.

appraise, tr. v. — OF. apreisier, apreiser (F. ap-

precier), fr. L. appretidre. See appreciate and cp.

apprize, 'to appraise'.

Derivatives: appraise-ment, n., apprais-er, n.,

apprais-ing, adj., apprais-ing-ly, adv., apprais-

ive, adj.

appreciable, adj. — F. appreciable, fr. apprecier,

'to appreciate'. See next word and -able.

Derivative: appreciabl-y, adv.

appreciate, tr. v. — L. appretidtus, pp. of appre-

tidre, 'to value, appraise', lit. 'to set a price to',

fr. ad- and pretium, 'price'. See price and cp.

prize. Cp. also appraise, depreciate.

Derivatives: appreciat-ing-ly, adv., appreciation

(q.v.), appreciat-ive, adj., appreciat-ive-ly, adv.,

appreciat-ive-ness, n., appreciat-or, n., appreciat-

ory, adj., appreciat-ori-ly, adv.

appreciation, n. — F. appreciation, fr. apprecier,

'to appreciate', fr. L. appretidre See prec. word

and -ion.

apprehend, tr. v., i) to arrest; 2) to understand;

3) to fear. — Fr. F. apprehender or directly from

L. apprehendere, 'to seize, take hold of, appre-

hend', fr. ad- and prehendere, 'to seize'. See

prehensile and cp. apprentice, apprise.

Derivatives: apprehend-er, n., apprehend-ing-

ly, adv.

apprehensible, adj. — L. apprehensibilis, 'that can

be seized", fr. apprehensus, pp. of apprehen-

dere. See apprehend and -ibie.

Derivatives : apprehensibil-ity, n., apprehensibl-y

,

adv.

apprehension, n. — F. apprehension fr. L. appre-

hensionem, ace. of apprehensio, fr. apprehensus,

pp. of apprehendere. See prec. word and -ion.

apprehensive, adj. — ML. apprehensivus, whence
also F. apprehensif (fern, apprehensive), fr. L.

apprehensus, pp. of apprehendere. See apprehend
and -ive.

Derivatives
: apprehensive-ly, adv., apprehensive-

ness, n.

apprentice, n. — ME. aprentis, fr. OF. aprentiz

(F. apprenti), fr. aprendre CF. apprendre). 'to

learn, teach', fr. L. apprehendere, 'to seize, take
hold of, grasp, apprehend', whence also It. ap-

prendere, OProven?. aprendre, Catal. apendrer,

Sp., Port, aprender, 'to learn'. See apiH'ehend.

Derivative: apprentice, tr. v.

•Ppreteur, n., dresser. — F. appreteur, lit. 'pre-

parer', fr. apprlter, 'to prepare, get ready*, fr.

VL. *apprestdre, fr. ad- 'to', and *prestus, fr. L.

praestd, 'at hand, ready'. VL. *prestdre'accoTd-

ingly lit. meant 'to place into somebody's hand'.

See presto and cp. the second element in culprit,

apprise, also apprize, tr. v., to notify. — F. ap-

pris, fem. apprise, pp. of apprendre, 'to learn'.

See apprehend,

apprize, also apprise, tr. v., to appraise. — OF.

aprisier, fr. L. appretidre. See appreciate and cp.

appraise,

approach, intr. and tr. v. — ME. approchen, fr.

OF. aprochier (F. approcher), fr. Late L. ap-

propidre, 'to come near to*, fr. ad- and propidre,

'to come near', fr. L. prope, 'near*, which stands

for *pro-q"'e- (whence also the superl. proximus,

for *pro-csimos, 'nearest'). See propinquity and

cp. proximal. Cp. also prochein, rapprochement,

reproach.

Derivatives: approach, n., approach-abil-ity, n.,

approach-able, adj., approach-able-ness, n., ap-

proach-er, n., approach-ing, adj.

approbate, tr. v., to approve. — L. approbdtus,

pp. of approbdre, 'to approve'. See approve and

verbal suff. -ate.

approbation, n., approval. — F., fr. L. approbdtus,

pp. of approbdre. See prec. word and -ion.

approbative, adj., approving. — F. approbatif

(fem. approbative), fr. L. approbdiivus, fr. appro-

bdtus, pp. of approbdre. See approbate and -ive.

Derivative: approbative-ness, n.

approbator, n., one who approves. — L., 'an ap-

prover', fr. approbdtus, pp. of approbdre, 'to ap-

prove'. See approbate and agential suff. -or.

approbatory, adj., approving. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ory fr. L. approbdtus, pp. of appro-

bdre. See approbate,

appropriate, adj. — L. appropridtus, pp. ofappro-

pridre, 'to make one's own', fr. ad- and propri-

dre, 'to appropriate', fr. proprius, 'one's own.

See proper and adj. suff. -ate and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: appropriale-ly, adv., appropriate-

ness, n.

appropriate, tr. v. — L. appropridtus, pp. of ap-

propridre. See appropriate, adj.

Derivatives: appropriation (q.v.), appropriat-

ive, adj. appropriat-ive-ness , n., appropriat-or, n.

^prQpriatioD,-n. — L. appropriatio, gen. -dnis, 'a

making one's own', fr. appropridtus, pp. of ap-

propridre. See appropriate, adj. and v,, and -ion.

approval, n. — Formed fr. approve with subst.

suff. -al.

approve, tr. and intr. v. — ME. aproven, fr. OF.

aprover (F. approuver), fr. L. approbdre, 'to as-

sent to as good, regard as good', fr. ad- and

probdre, 'to try the goodness of, fr. probus,

'good'. See probate adj. and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: approv-ed-ly, adv., approv-er, n.,

approv-ing-ly, adv.

approximate, adj. — L. approximdtus, pp. of ap-

proximdre, 'to come near, approach', fr. ad- and



approximate

proximus, 'nearest' (see proximal and adj. suff.

-ate); introduced into English by Sir Thomas

Browne (1605-82).

Derivative: approximate-ly, adv.

approximate, tr. and intr. v.- VL. approximdtus,

pp. of approximdre. See approximate, adj.

Derivatives: approxirmt-ion, n., approximat-ive,

adj., approximat-ive-ly, adv., approximat-ive-

ness, n., approximat-or, n.

appui, n., support. - F., back formation fr.ap-

puyer fr. OF. apuier, 'to support', fr. VL. ap-

podidre (whence also It. appoggiare. Proven?.

apoiar, Catal. apuiar, Sp. apoyar. Port, apoja/-),

'to support', fr. ad- and L. podium, 'an elevated

place, balcony'. See podium and cp. appoggia-

tura. , „

appulse, n., approach, impact. - L. appulsus, fr.

appuhus, pp. of appellere, 'to drive to', fr. ad-

and pellere, 'to push, strike, drive'. See pulse,

'throb'.

appurtenance, n., that which appertains; appen-

dage- accessory. — ME. apurtena{u)nce, fr. Ah.

apurtenance, fr. OF. apartenance (F. apparte-

nance), fr. apartenant (F. appartenant), pres.

part, of apartenir (F. appartenir). See appertain

and -ance.

appurtenant, adj., appertaining. — Mb., tr. At-^

apurtenant, fr. OF. apartenant, pres. part, of

apartenir. See prec. word and -ant.

apricate, intr. v., to bask in the sun; tr. v., to

expose to the sun. — L. apricatus, pp. of apri-

cari 'to bask in the sun', fr. apricus, 'exposed

to the sun', contraction of *apericus, fr. aperire,

'to open', hence prop, meaning 'lying open, un-

covered'. See aperient and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: aprication, n.

aifficot, n. — F. abricot, fr. Port, albricoque fr.

Arab, al-barqdq fr. al-, 'the', and upaix6xiov,

Grecized form ofU praecoquum, 'apricot', neut.

of praecoquus = praecox, 'early ripe', for

which see precocious. See also cook. For the

interchangeability of -c (= -k) and -t cp. havoc

(fr. OF. havot), bat (fr. orig. bakke), and the

words mi7f and m/*, 'milt of fishes'.

April n — L. {mensis) Aprilis, lit. 'the month of

Aphrodite', fr. Gk. 'Acppci, a short form of

A-ppoSt-o). See Aphrodite. Cp. L. mensis Mams,

'the month of May', prop, 'the month of Jupiter

Maius' (see May).

Derivative: April-ine, adj.

a priori, I) from cause to effect; 2) deductively;

3) not derived from experience (j>hilos.) — L.

a priori, 'from what comes first', fr. a, 'from'

(see a-, 'from'), and priori, abl. of prior, 'first'.

See prior, prius.
. j. • <•

apron, n. — ME. napron (through misdivision of

a napron into an apron), fr. OF. naperon, dimin.

of nape, nappe (F. nappe), dissimilated fr. mappa,

'tablecloth, napkin'. See map and cp. nappe,

napkin, naperon. For similar misdivisions cp.

adder and words there referred to.

rwrivatives: apron, tr. v.. apron^ed, adj.
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apropos, adv., opportunely. — F. a propos,
^

to

the purpose' (= L. ad propositum), fr. a, to

(see a), and propos (fr. L. propositum), 'purpose .

See purpose and cp. malapropos, malapropism.

Apsaras, n., one of the nymphs of India's heaven

{Hindu mythol.) — OI. Apsardit, lit. 'moving in

the waters', compounded of ap-, fr. apah (pi.),

'water', and sdrati, 'flows, runs fast'. The first

element derives fr. I.-E. base ap-, 'water, river';

see amnic. The second element is cogn. with

Gk. &p6(; (for *<Jop6(;), 'whey', 6p[xav, 'to urge,

stimulate', L. serum, 'whey, watery fluid'; see

serum. ,

apse, n., i) a semicircular extension at the end ol

a church; 2) apsis. — L. apsis. See apsis,

apsidal, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

apsis, gen. apsldis. See apsis,

apsis, n., apogee or perigee of the moon; aphe-

lion or perihelion of a planet (astron) — L.,

'arch, vauU', fr. Gk. ii4-f?, Ion. ^i/ic., 'a fastening,

felloe of a wheel' (whence oiivaijiii;, 'contact,

point or line of junction'), from the stem of

feTEtv, 'to fasten, to kindle', usually m the

middle voice fiTrxsaftai, 'tg grasp, touch,

whence also atpri, 'a touching, handling', a(paM,

'to touch, handle, feel', oi(J.iia, 'knot, noose'
;
of

uncertain etymology. Cp. -apMa, aphtha, hap-

teron, haptic, hapto- and the second element m
Anaphe, chirapsia, paraphia, periapt, Pselaphi-

dae, synaphea, synapse.

apt, adj., fit.— L. aptus, 'fitted, suited', prop. pp.

of obsol. apere, 'to fasten', rel. to apisci, to

reach after, attain', and cogn. with OI. apnoti,

'he reaches, attains', Hitt. epmi, 'I seize'. Cp.

adapt, adept, apex, aptitude, attitude, inept,

lariat, reata.

Derivatives: apt-ly, adv., apt-ness, n.

Aptenodytes, n., a genus of pinguins {ornithol.)—
ModL., lit. 'wingless diver', fr. Gk. linTriv,

'wingless', and 8u-n)c, 'diver'. The first element

is formed fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and a collat-

eral form of rrxTivo.;, 'flying, winged', fr. *pta-,

zero degree of I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly'; see

ptero-.The second element derives fr. Gk. Sueiv,

'to dive' ; see adytum and cp. words there referred

apterous, adj., without wings (zool.) — Gk. in-

TEpo?, 'wingless', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and

,n:Ep6v, 'wing'. See ptero-, and cp. next word.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -0?, see -ous.

apteryx, n., the kiwi. - Lit. 'without wings', fr.

priv. pref. a- and itx^pu^ 'wing', which is rel.

to TTTcpov, 'wing'. See ptero- and cp. prec. word.

aptitude, n., fitness. - F., fr. l^te L. aptitUdd,

'fimess', fr. L. aptus. See apt and -tude and cp.

attitude, which is a doublet of aptitude.

aptote, n., an indeclinable noun. — L. aptotum,

fr Gk. STrTa>TOv, neut. of it7rra>To<;, 'havmg no

cases, indeclinable', fr. dc- (see priv. pref. a-) and

mrto-rds, 'fallen', verbal adj. of Kfrrrstv, to

fall', which stands for •itt-Toreiv, fr. *pt-, zero

degree of I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly. to faU . See
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feather and cp. symptom and words there re-

ferred to.

Derivative: aptot-ic, adj.

apyretic, adj., without fever (med.) — Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. (Jttupetoi;, 'without fever',

fr. 4- (see priv. pref. a-) and mptToq, 'fever,

feverish heat', fr. mip, 'fire'. See pyretic and cp.

apyrexia.

apyrexia, apyrexy, n., absence of fever (tried.) —-

Medical L. apyrexia, fr. Gk. aTtupe^'a. fr. a-

(see priv. pref. a-) and Ttup^aasiv, 'to be fever-

ish', fr. TiupETO!;, 'fever'. See prec. word and -ia.

aqua, n., water. — L. See aquatic,

aquacade, n., an aquatic entertainment. — A
modem word formed fr. L. aqua, 'water' (see

aquatic), on analogy of cavalcade (q.v.) See

also -cade,

aqua fortis, nitric acid. — L., 'strong water'. See

aquatic and fort,

aquamarine, n., a transparent bluish-green variety

of beryl (mineral.)— h. aqua marina, 'sea water',

fr. aqua, 'water', and marina, fem. of marinus,

'of the sea'. See aqua and marine,

aqua rcgia, mixture of concentrated nitric and

hydrochloric acid (chem.) — L., lit. 'royal

water' ; so called from its power to dissolve gold,

'the king of metals'. See aquatic and regal,

aquarelle, n., a water color painting. — F., fr. It.

acquerella, 'water color', dimin. of acqua, 'wa-

ter', fr. L. aqua. See aquatic.

Derivative: the hybrid aquarell-ist, n.

aquarian, adj., pertaining to an aquarium. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. aquarium,

aquarium, n.— L. aquarium, neut. ofthe adjective

aqudrius, 'pertaining to water', used as a noun.

See aquatic.

Aquarius, n., a constellation and the eleventh

sign of the zodiac (astron.)— L., 'water carrier',

prop, the adj. aqudrius, 'pertaining to water'.

See aquatic and cp. prec. word. L. Aqudrius as

the name of one of the signs of the zodiac is a

loan translation of 'TSpoxoo?, 'the water-

pourer' , the old Greek name of this constellation.

aquatic, adj. — F. aquatique, fr. L. aqudticus,

'found in the water, watery', fr. aqua, 'water',

which is cogn. with Goth, aha, 'river, waters,

OHG. aha, OFris. d, e, ON. o, OE. ea, 'water',

OHG. auwia, ouwa, MHG. ouwe, G. Au, 'mead-

ow watered by a brook', ON. jEgir, name of

the god of the sea, ON. ey, OE. leg, 'island',

Hitt. akw-anzi, 'they drink'; cp. the Russian

river name Oka, and the second element in

Sca(n)din-avia. See island and cp. eagre, 'tidal

wave', ewer, eyot. Cp. also aquacade, aquatint,

aqueduct, aqueous, aquiline, Aquilo, gouache,

Scandinavia. For the ending see suff. -atic.

Derivatives: aquatic-al, adj., aquatic-al-ly, adv.

aquatint, n., a kind of engraving with aqua fortis.

It. acquatinta, fr. L. aqua tincta, 'dyed water",

fr. aqua, 'water', and tincta, fem. pp. of tingere,

'to dye*. See aquatic and tinge,

aqua tofana, a poisonous liquid, probably of ar-

senic.— L., 'water of Tofana\ name of a Sicilian

woman, who lived in the 17th cent, and invented

this poison, using it for criminal purposes.

aqua vitae, i) alcohol; 2) brandy. — L., 'water of

Ufe'. See aquatic and vital. For sense develop-

ment cp. F. eau-de-vie, 'spirits, brandy', lit.

'water of life', and E. usquebaugh and whisky.

aqueduct, n. — L. aquae ductus, 'a conduit', lit.

'a conveyance of water', fr. aquae, gen. of aqua,

'water', and ductus, 'a leading', fr. ductus, pp.

of dUcere, 'to lead'. See aquatic and duke and

cp. the second element in viaduct, ventiduct,

aqueous, adj., watery; like water. — Formed fr.

L. aqua, 'water', on analogy of F. aqueux, the

English suff. -eous having been substituted for

its usual French equivalent -eux. F. aqueux,

however, goes back directly to L. aquosus,

'abounding in water', whence also E. aquose.

See aquatic.

Derivatives: aqueous-ly, adv., aqueous-ness, n.

Aquila, n., the genus of eagles (zool.)— L. aquila,

'eagle'. See aquiline.

Aquilegia, n., a genus of plants, the columbine

(/,o;,)— ModL., called also aquileia, fr. L. aqui-

la, 'eagle'. See next word.

aquiline, adj., i) like an eagle; 2) like an eagle's.

— L. aquillnus, 'of, or pertaining to, the eagle',

fr. aquila, 'eagle', prob. lit. 'the dark-colored

(bird)', fem. of aquilus, 'dark-colored', prop,

'water-colored', fr. aqua, 'water'. See aquatic

and adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus) and cp.

eagle. For the form of the word cp. L. nUbilus,

'cloudy', fr. ndbes, 'cloud'.

Aquilo, n., the north wind (Roman antiq.) — L.

aquilo, 'north wind', lit. 'the dark one', fr,

aquilus, 'dark-colored' [cp. aquila, 'eagle',

prop, 'the dark-colored (bird)']; sec prec. word.

For sense development cp. Gk. xatKia?, 'north

east wind', lit. 'the dark one', cogn. with L.

caecus, 'blind' (see Caecias).

aquose, adj., aqueous. — L. aquosus, 'abounding

in water', fr. aqua, 'water'. See aquatic and cp.

aqueous.

ar-, assimilated form of ad- before r.

-ar, subst. suff. denoting an agent, as in vicar. —
Fr. L. -drius (either directly or through the me-

dium of OF. -ier, -er, of F. -ier). Cp. -ary (re-

presenting L. -drius).

-ar, adj. suff. meaning 'pertaining to, of the na-

ture of, as in insular. — Fr. L. -dris (either

directly or through the medium of OF. -ier, -er,

or F. -air, -ier). L. -dris is a secondary form of

-dlis (see adj. suff. -al) and is used when the syl-

lable preceding the suff. has an /. So e.g. L.

*dt-dlis, *consul-dlis, *insul-dlis, *lun-dlis, *re-

gul-dlis, *simil-dlis, *sol-dlis, *sleU-dlis became

dl-dris (see alar), resp. consul-dris (see consular),

insul-dris (see insular), lUn-dris (see lunar), regul-

dris (see regular), simil-dris (see simil-ar), Sol-

aris (see solar), stell-dris (see stellar). The change

of suff. -dlis to -dris is due to dissimilation. Cp.

-ary (representing L. -drius).



-ar, a rare variant of the agential suffixes -er, -or.

Cp. beggar, liar.

ara, n., altar. — L., prob. denoting orig. 'a

parched place', fr. I.-E. base *&-, 'to bum,
parch', whence also L. arere, 'to be dry', dridus,

'dry, withered, parched', ardere, 'to bum'. See

ash, 'powdery substance', and cp. ardent, arid.

Arab, n.— F. Arabe, fr. L. Arabem, ace. ofArabs,

fr. Gk. "Apai^, gen. "Apapo?, fr. Arab. 'Arab,

which lit. means 'inhabitant of the desert', and

is rel. to Heb. 'drdbhd'', 'desert', and to Ethiop.

'dbra, 'was dry, was waste'. For sense develop-

ment cp. Arab, badawi, 'Bedouin', lit. 'desert

dweller', fr. badw, 'camp, desert' (see Bedouin).

Cp. Mozarab.

Derivatives: Arabesque (q.y.), Arab-ian, adj. and

n., Arabic (q.v.), Arab-ic-ism, n., Arab-ic-ize,

tr. v., Arabis (q.v.), Arab-ist, n.

Arabel, Arabella, fem. PN.— This name of Scot-

tish origin prob. arose from the blend of the

name Annabel(la) with the ethnic name Arab,

arabesque, n. — F., It. arabesco, fr. Arabo,

'Arab'. See Arab and -esque.

Derivatives: arabesque, adj. and tr. v., arabes-

que-ly, adv.

Arabic, adj. — OF., fr. L. Arabicus, 'Arabic', fr.

Arabs. See Arab and -ic.

Derivative: Arabic, n.

Arabis, n., a genus of clustering plants containing

the rock cresses. — ML. Arabis, 'Arabian', fr.

L. Arabs. See Arab,

arable, adj., suitable for plowing. — F., fr. L.

ardbilis, fr. ardre, 'to plow' (whence ardtrum,

'plow'), fr. I.-E. base *ard-, 'to plow', whence

also Gk. dcpoOv, OSlav. orjq, orati, Lith. ariii,

drli, 'to plow', Lett, afu, 'I plow', Goth, arjan,

OS., OE. erian, W. arddu, 'to plow', Mir. airim,

'I plow', Gk. dcpo-rpov, Cret. Sparpov, Arm.
araur, Mir. arathar, OSlav. rah, Lith. drklas,

ON. arpr, Toch. AB are, 'plow', Gk. fipoupa,

'arable land'. See ear, 'to plow', and -able and

cp. Arval.

Araceae, n. pi., the arum family {bot.)— Formed
fr. Arum with suff. -aceae.

araceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

arachnid, n., any member of the Arachnida. —
See next word.

Arachnida, n. pi., a class of arthropods, the spider

{entomol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ipx/yr)-' 'spider;

spider's web', which prob. stands for *ar*-k-snd,

and is cogn. with L. ardnea, 'spider; spider's

web'. Cp. araneid. The word Arachnida was

first used by the French biologist Jean-Baptiste-

Pierre-Antoine de Monet de Lamarck (1744-

1829) in 1815.

arachnitis, n., inflanunation of the arachnoid

membrane (med.) — Medical L., formed with

suff. -itisfr.Gk.dpocxvr), 'cobweb'. See Arachnida.

arachnoid,adj.,cobweblike:arac/i«ott/membrame,

the thin membrane that covers the brain and

the spinal cord (aruit.) — Gk. ipaxvoeiS-ifj?,

'cobweblike', compounded of 4pii}(VT), 'cobweb'.
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and -oetSTji;, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'; first

used by the Greek surgeon and anatomist Hero-

philus. See Arachnida and -oid.

aragonite, n., a variety ofcalcium carbonate {min-

eral.) — Named after Aragon in Spain. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

arakawaite, n., a hydrous copper zinc phosphate

{mineral^ — Named after the Arakawa mine

in Japan. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Aralia, n., a genus of shrubs and trees {hot) —
ModL., of uncertain origin.

Aramean, Aramaean, adj. and n. — Formed with

suff. -an fr. L. Aramaeus, fr. Gk. 'Apa|xaTo?, fr.

Heb. Ardm, 'Syria, Mesopotamia', which is

prob. related to Heb. and Aram. rUm, 'to be

high', and orig. meant 'Highland'.

Aranea, n., a genus of spiders, the garden spider

(entomol.)— L. aranea, 'spider', cogn. with Gk.

apaxvi), 'spider'. See Arachnida.

araneid, ri., a member- of the order Araneida. —
See next word.

Araneida, n. pL, an order of spiders of the class

Arachnida {entomol^—A ModL. hybrid coined

fr. L. ardnea, 'spider' (see Aranea), and -ida,

a suff. of Greek origin. The correct form is

Arachnida, in which both the primary word and

the suff. are of Greek origin.

araneology, n., the study of spiders.— A hybrid

coined fr. L. ardnea, 'spider' (see prec. word),

and Gk. -XoyiS, fr. -\6yoc,, 'one who speaks

(in a certain maimer); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See Aranea and -logy. The cor-

rect form would be arachnology, in which both

elements are of Greek origin.

Araucaria, n., a genus of trees of the pine family

(bot.) — ModL., named after the province

Arauco in Chile, whence also Araucania, name

of a district in central Chile.

arbalest, n., a crossbow. — ME. arblaste, fr. OF.

arbaleste (F. arbalite), fr. VL. arbalista, fr. Late

L. arcuballista, 'catapuU', which is compounded

of L. arcus, 'bow', and ballista, 'a machine for

projectiles, ballista'. Ml)u. armborst and MHG.
(= G.) armbrust are OF. loan words, but have

been influenced in form by folk etymology. See

arc and ballistic.

arbalester, n., a crossbowman. — ME. arblastere,

fr. OF. arbalestier (F. arbaletrier), fr. arbaleste.

See prec. word and agential suff. -er (represent-

ing OF. -ier).

arbiter, n., judge in a dispute. — L., 'spectator,

hearer, witness, judge', rel. to Umbr. afputrati,

'by arbitration'; prob. formed fr. ad, 'to' (see

ad-), and baetere, betere, bltere, 'to go', and lit.

meaning 'one who goes to something'. For the

change of ad io ar ra arbiter cp. Marsian L.

apor = L. apud, 'at, near, by',

arbitrable, adj. — Formed with suff. -able fr. L.

arbitrdri. See arbitrate,

arbitrage, n., arbitration. — F., fr. arbitrer, 'to

arbitrate, judge', fr. L. arbitrdri. See arbitrate

and -age.
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arbitrament, n. — F. arbitrement, fr. arbitrer. See

prec. word and -ment.

arbitrary, adj.— L. arbitrdrius, 'of arbitration, de-

pending on the will, arbitrary', fr. arbiter. See

arbiter and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: arbitrari-ly, adv., arbitrari-ness, n.

arbitrate, intr. v. — L. arbitrdtus, pp. of arbi-

trdri, 'to make a decision, be of opinion', fr. ar-

biter. See arbiter and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: arbitration (q.v.), arbitrat-ive, adj.,

arbitrator (q.v.)

arbitration, n. — OF. arbitracion, arbitration (F.

arbitration), fr. L. arbitrdtionem, ace. of ar-

bitrdtid, 'judgement, will', fr. arbitrdtus, n., of

s.m., fr. arbitrdtus, pp. of arbitrdri. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivative: arbitration-al, adj.

arbitrator, n. — L., 'a spectator, hearer, witness,

judge', fr. arbitrdtus, pp. of arbitrdri. See ar-

bitrate and agential suff. -or.

arbor, arbour, n., a shady retreat. — Fr. earlier

arber, fr. ME. herbier, 'a garden of herbs', fr.

OF. (= F.) herbier, fr. L. herbdrium, of s.m.,

fr. herba, 'herb'. See herb and cp. herbarium.

For the change of e (in ME. herbier) to a (in

arber) cp. carve, harbor. The change of arber

to arbor, arbour is due to a confusion with L.

arbor, 'tree'.

arbor, n., tree. — L., of uncertain origin. Cp. ar-

borescent, arboretum, arbuscle, arbuscule, ar-

bustum.

arboraceous, adj., treelike; wooded. — Formed

with suff. -aceous fr. L. arbor, 'tree'. See prec.

word.

arboreal, adj., i) of a tree or trees; 2) living in

trees. — Forined with adj. suff. -al fr. L. ar-

boreus, 'pertaining to a tree or trees', fr. arbor.

See arbor, 'tree'.

arborean, adj., arboreal. — Formed fr. arbor,

'tree', with suff. -ean.

arboreous, adj., i) abounding in trees; 2) living

in trees. — L. arboreus, 'pertaining to a tree or

trees', fr. arbor. See arbor, 'tree'. For B.-ous,

as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

arborescence, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -ce.

arborescent, adj., i) treelike; 2) branching. — L.

arborescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of arbores-

cere, 'to grow into a tree', formed fr. arbor,

'tree', with the inchoative suffix -escere. See

arbor, 'tree', and -escent.

arboretum, n., a garden of trees. — L. arboretum,

'a place grown with trees', fr. arbor, 'tree'. See

arbor, 'tree'.

arboriculture, n., cultivation of trees. — Com-
pounded of L. arbor, "tree', and cUltura, cul-

tivation'. See arbor, 'tree', and culture.

Derivatives : arboricultur-al, adj .
, arboricultur-ist.

arborize, tr. v., to give a treelike appearance;

. intr. v., to assume a treelike appearance. —
Formed fr. arbor, 'tree', with suff. -ize.

Derivative: arboriz-ation, n.

arbor vitae, n., an evergreen tree of the genus

Thuja. — L., 'tree of life'; a name given by the

French physician and botanist Charles de Le-

cluse, latinized into Carolus Clusius (1525-

1609), to trees of the genus Thuja. See arboreal

and vital.

arbuscle, n., a dwarf tree. — Late L. arbuscula,

dimin. of L. arbor, 'tree'. See arbor, 'tree', and

-cle.

arbuscule, n., a tuft of hairs (zool.) — See prec.

word and -cule.

arbustum, n., a copse; an orchard. — L., 'a place

where trees are planted ; an orchard', prop. neut.

ofarbustus, 'planted with trees', used as a noun,

which stands for *arhos-to-s, fr. arbos, arbor,

'tree'. See arbor, 'tree'.

Arbutus, n., i) a genus of evergreen trees of the

heath family; 2) (not cap.) a tree of this genus.

— L., 'the strawberry tree', of obscure origin.

arc, n.— OF. (= F.) arc, fr. h.arcus, 'bow, arch',

which is cogn. with Goth, arhazna, 'arrow', OE.

earh, ON. or, of s.m. ; but Russ. rakita, Czech

rokyta, 'willow', and Gk. apxuq, 'net', are not

cognate. Cp. arcade, arch, arrow, and the first

element in arbalest, arciform, arcuate, arculite,

arquebus.

area, n., a chest. — L., fr. arcere, 'to enclose'.

See arcanum and cp. Arcella.

arcade, n.— F., fr. It. areata, a derivative oiarco,

'arc', fr. L. arcus, of s.m. See arc and -ade.

Derivative: arcad-ed, adj.

Arcadia, n., a district in ancient Greece, pro-

verbial for the rural life of its inhabitants. —
L., fr. Gk. 'ApxaSia, fr. 'Apjcdti;, gen. 'ApxaSo?

= Areas, the founder of Arcadia.

Arcadian, adj., and n. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. Arcadia. See prec. word.

arcanum, n., secret, mystery. — L. arcanum, prop,

subst. use of the neut. of arcdnus, 'shut up,

secret', orig. 'enclosed in a chest', fr. area, 'chest,

coffin', which is rel. to arcere, 'to enclose, keep

away, ward off', and cogn. with Gk. apzEiv, 'to

keep off', apxo?, 'defense', apxtoc, 'safe, sure'.

Arm. argel, 'obstacle', argelum, '1 lock in', and

possibly also with Lith. raktas, 'key', rakinti, 'to

shut lock'. These words stand in gradational

relationship to Orcus, name of the god of the

infernal regions in Roman mythology. Cp. area,

Arcella, ark, coerce, exercise, Orcus. Cp. also

askari, lascar, autarchy, 'self sufficiency'.

Arcella, n., a genus of protozoans (zool.) —
ModL., dimin. of area, 'chest, box' (see area);

so called from the boxlike shape of the shell.

Arceuthobium, n., a genus of parasitic plants

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. SpxEu&oc,

'the juniper", and [sioi;, 'life", so called from

its parasitism on conifers. Gk. apxcu&oc is prob.

rel. to apxu;, 'net'. For the etymol. of jiioi; see

bio-.

arch, n., a curved structure. — OF. (= F.) arche,

fr. VL. 'area, fr. L. arcus, 'bow'. See arc.

Derivative: arch, tr. v.
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arch, adj., chief, principal. — See pref. arch-.

Derivatives; arch-ly, adv., arch-ness, n.

arch-, pref. meaning 'chief, principal', as in arch-

duke, archbishop. — ME. arche-, fr. OE. arce-,

-erce, fr. L. archi-, arch-, fr. Gk. apyi-, apX">

which is rel. to apxoi;, 'leader, chief, ruler', from

the stem of ap^si-v, 'to begin, rule' (whence al-

so i.gx^< 'beginning, first cause, origin, first

principle, office'), and in gradational relation-

ship to fip/a^o?, 'leader, chief. Cp. arch, 'chief,

-arch. Cp. also archaeo-, archaic, archaism,

arche, architect, archon, -archy.

-arch, suff. meaning 'a ruler', as in ethnarch, oli-

garch. — See pref. arch-.

Archaean, also Archean, pertaining to the oldest

geological period. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

Glc. apzaio?, 'ancient', fr. apx^i, 'beginning'. See

arch- and cp. archaic,

archaeo-, before a vowel archae-; also archeo-,

resp. arche-, combining form meaning 'ancient,

primeval, primitive. — Gk. dtpxato-, apxai-, fr.

apxatoq, 'ancient', lit. 'from the beginning', fr.

dpx''l, 'beginning'. Sec arch-,

archaeological, archeological, adj. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. apxatoXoYixo.;, 'per-

taining to archaeology', fr. apxaioXoyia. See

next word.

Derivative : archaeological-ly, archeological-ly,

adv.

archaeology, also archeology, n. — Gk. apxaio-

Xoyta, 'the study of ancient things', compound-

ed of dpyxio- (see archaeo-) and Gk. -Xoyta, fr.

-Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : archaeological (q.v.), archaeolog-ist

or archeolog-isi, n.

Archaeopteryx, also Archeopteryx, n., a genus of

extinct reptilian birds (paleontol.) — ModL.,

compounded of archaeo- and Gk. tttep'j^, 'wing'

.

— See pterygo-, ptero-.

archaic, adj., old-fashioned, antiquated, obso-

lete. — Gk. apyjxUoc,, 'old-fashioned, anti-

quated", fr. if/yXoq, 'ancient', fr. ap/jp 'be-

ginning'. See arch- and cp. Archaean.

Derivative: archaic-al-ly, adv.

archaism, n., use of an obsolete word. — Gk.

xp/atCTjio;, fr. y.o-/-vX,z'M. 'to be old-fashioned,

copy the ancients in language', fr. ipxaio;, 'an-

cient". See prec. word and -ism.

archaist, n., one fond of using archaisms. —
Formed with suff. -ist fr. Gk. ap/jxTo;, 'ancient'.

See archaic.

Derivative: archaist-ic, adj.

archaize, tr. v., to make archaic; intr. v., to use

archaisms. — Gk. apxat^etv. See archaism and

-ize.

archangel, n. — Late L. archangelus, fr. Gk.

apxa-/'^£Acc, 'chief angel", fr. apx- (see arch-)

and -hcxtkoc,, 'angel'. See angel,

archangelic, adj. — Late L. archartgelicus, fr. Gk.

apxaYYE'''''°?' f""- apX*Tfs^°'5- See p c. word

and -ic.
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archbishop, n. — ME. archebischop, fr. OE. arce-

biscop, fr. Eccles. L. archiepiscopus, fr. Eccles.

Gk. apxieniicrxorro?, lit. 'chief bishop', fr. Gk.

apxt- (see archi-) and emCTKOTro;, 'bishop'. See

bishop,

archbishopric, n.—ME. archehischopriche, fr. OE.

arcebiscoprlce. See arch- and bishopric and cp.

prec. word.

archdeacon, n. — OE. arcediacon, fr. Eccles. L.

archidiaconus, fr. Eccles. Gk. apxiSidcxiovoi;, lit.

'chief deacon', fr. apxi- (see archi-) and Siazovo?,

'servant, minister of a church'. See deacon,

arche, n., the first principle {Greek philos.)— Gk.

dpxv], 'beginning, first cause, origin, first prin-

ciple'. See arch-.

Archean. — See Archaean,

archegonium, n., the female sex organ in ferns

and mosses (bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. apx^yovot;,

'first of a race', fr. dpx- (see arch-) and -yovoi;,

which is rel. to yov?), 'offspring, race, family,

generation', fr. I.-E. base *gen-, 'to produce,

beget'. See genus.

Archelon, n., a genus of extinct turtles.— ModL.,

shortened fr. Gk. apx(<^v x)^'^"^''). 'ruler tor-

toise'. Gk. apxwv, 'ruler', is pres. part, of apxew,

'to rule' ; see arch- and cp. archon. Gk. xe>-"^^

is rel. to xe'-'J?, 'tortoise', lit. 'the yellow animal',

fr. L-E. base *ghel-, 'yellow' ; see yellow,

archenteron, n., the primitive enteron of a gas-

trula (zool.)— Formed fr. arch- and Gk. ivxcpov,

'intestine'. See enteric,

archer, n. — OF. archier (F. archer), fr. L. ar-

cdriiis, fr. arcus, 'bow'. See arc and subst. suff.

-er.

archery, n. — OF. archerie, fr. archier, 'archer'.

See prec. word and -y (representing OF. -ie).

archetype, n. — L.archetypuin,{T. Gk. dpysT-jTrov,

'pattern, model', prop. neut. of the adjective

ap/eT'jrco!;, 'stamped first", used as a noun, fr.

apx£-(= ip/i-), 'first', and t-j-oc, 'ablow, mark

of a blow". See arch- and type,

archi-, pref. meaning i) 'chief, as in archidia-

conal: 2) 'primitive, original" as in archiplasm.—
Gk. ipx'-- rel- to dpxo;, 'leader, chief, ruler",

ap/eiv, 'to begin, to rule'. See arch-,

archiater, n., the chief physician at the court of a

Greek king or Roman emperor (Greek and

Roman hist.) — Gk. ipx'-S'P'^?, 'court phy-

sician', fr. apz'-- (see archi-) and iaTpo;, 'physi-

cian". See iatric.

archidiaconal, adj., i) of an archdeacon; 2) of an

archdeaconry. — Compounded of archi- and

diaconal.

archil, orchil, n., dyestuff obtained from lichen.

— ME. orchcll, fr. .^F. orche!, which is rel, to

earlier F. orsolle, F. orseille. It. orcella; of un-

certain origin. Cp. Roccella.

archimandrite, n., in the Greek Church, head of

a monastery or of a group of monasteries. —
ML. archimandrila, fr. MGk. dtpxinocvSpfTY)?,

fr. apx'-j 'chief (see archi-), and (xavSpa, 'fold,

stable', which is prob. cogn. with OI. manduri.
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'stable', mandirdm, 'room, house, palace,

temple'.

Archimedean, adj., pertaining to Archimedes. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Archimedeus, 'ofAr-

chimedes', fr. Gk. 'Apxi[J.TiS7)?, Archimedes, the

celebrated mathematician (2877-212 B.C.E.).

archipelago, n., i) the Aegean Sea; 2) a sea stud-

ded with many islands; 3) a group of islands. —
It. arcipelago, lit. 'the chief sea', compounded of

arci-, 'chief, fr. Gk. apx'- (see archi-), and Gk.

TZEkayoc,, 'sea' (see pelagic). In ancient and me-

diaeval Greek, the word ipymekayoz does not

occur, in modern Greek it is an Italian loan word

.

The fact that archipelago orig. denoted the Aege-

an Sea may help us find the origin of this word,

which is a real crux etymologorum. It. arcipelago

very probably arose from a mistaking of Gk.

AlyaTov izzkixyoc,, 'the Aegean Sea', for apxi-

Kzkrt.yoc,, 'the chief sea' , a confusion suggested by

the numerous Greek words beginning with dpyi- -

archiplasm, n., i) primitive protoplasm; 2) ar-

choplasm.—Compounded of archi- and -plasm.

Derivative: archiplasm-ic, adj.

architect, n. — F. architecte, fr. L. architectus, fr.

Gk. dpxtT^xTOiv, 'master builder', fr. dtpxt-,

'chief, and textojv, 'carpenter, builder', which

is rel. to texvi^, 'art, skill, craft'. See archi- and

text and cp. technic, tectonic,

architectonic, adj. — L. architectonicus, fr. Gk.

dpxiTexTovixoi;, 'pertaining to a master builder',

fr. dpxiTEXTdiv. See prec. word and -ic.

architectonics, n. — See prec. word and -ics.

architecture, n. — F., fr. L. architectiira, fr. ar-

chitectus. See architect and -ure.

Derivatives: architectur-al, adj., architectur-al-

ly, adv.

architrave, n., the lowest part of the entablature

(archit.) — It. architrave, fr. archi- and trave,

'beam', fr. L. trabem, ace. of trabs. See trabeate.

archive, n., generally used in the pi.— F. archives,

fr. L. archivum, archium, 'the archives', trans-

literation of Gk. dpxetov, 'official building', pi.

Ta dpx£t3c, 'public records, archives', fr. dpx^,

'beginning, origin, first place, office'. See arch-

and cp. arche.

Derivatives: archive, tr. v., archiv-al, adj.,

archiv-ist, n.

archivolt, n., a curved molding on the face of an

arch (archit.) — It. archivolto, lit. 'an arched

vault', fr. area, 'arch', and volta, 'vault'. See

arch and vault.

archo-, combining form meaning 'rectal' (med.)

— Fr. Gk. ipy/jq, 'rectum', which is of un-

certain origin.

archon, n.. one of the nine chief magistrates in

Athens (Ancient Greek hist.) — Gk. 4pX"v,
'ruler', prop. pres. part, of apxeiv, 'to rule'.

See arch- and cp. the first element in Archelon.

-archy, combining form meaning 'rule', as in an-

archy, monarchy, — L. -archia, fr. Gk, -apxtS.

'rule', fr. (ipx<i?. 'leader, chief, ruler'. See -arch

and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

arciform, adj., having the form of an arch. —
Compounded of L. arcus, 'bow', and forma,

'form, shape'. See arc and form, n.

arctic, adj., pertaining to the North Pole or the

regions near it. — L. arcticus, fr. Gk. dpxTixoc,

'of a bear; of the Great Bear; northern', fr.

apxTO? (also apxot;), 'bear'; the constellation

of the Great Bear; the north', which is cogn.

with 01. [ksah, Avestic ar^sho. Arm. arj. Alb.

art, 'bear', L. ursus (for *urksos), Olr., Gael.

art, W. arth (for *arkt), 'bear'. Cp. L^rsus. Cp.

also Arctium, arcto-, Arcturus, antarctic, Arthur,

Nearctic.

Arctium, n., a genus of plants of the thistle family,

the burdock (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. apxTO?,

'bear'. See prec. word.

arcto-, before a vowel arct-, combining form

meaning 'bear', or 'the north". — Gk. dpx-o-,

dpxT-, fr. SpxTO?, 'bear; the north'. See arctic.

Arctogaea, Arctogea, n., a zoogeographical

realm, comprising North America, Europe, Asia

and Africa. — ModL., compounded of arcto-

and Gk. xn, 'earth'. See geo- and cp. Ncogaea,

Notogaea.

Derivatives: Arctogae-al or Arctoge-al, Arcto-

gae-an or Arctoge-an, Arctogae-ic or Arcloge-

ic, adjs.

Arctostaphylos, n., a genus of plants of the heath

family, the bear berry (60/.) — ModL., com-

pounded of Gk. apxTo;, 'bear' and axa^uXy),

'bunch of grapes'. See arctic and staphylo-.

Arcturus, n., the brightest star in the constella-

tion Bootes (astron.) — L., fr. Gk. 'ApxToOpo?,

lit. 'the Bearguard', fr. apxTo;, 'bear' and oOpo;,

'watcher, guard, ward'. See arctic and ware,

'alert'.

arcuate, arcuated, adj., bent like a bow. — L.

arcudtus, pp. of arcudre, 'to bend like a bow',

fr. arcus, 'bow'. See arc.

Derivative: arcuate-ly, adv.

arcuation, n. — L. arcudtio, gen. -onis, fr. arcudtus

pp. of arcudre. See prec. word and -ion.

arculite, n., a bow-shaped crystallite (mineral.) —
Compounded of L. arcus, 'bow' (see arc), and

combining form -lite.

-ard, -art, suff. It orig. had an intensive force;

now it is often used in a pejorative sense. —
OF., fr. OHG. -hart, which is rel. to OHG. har-

ti, 'hard'. See hard. For the force of this suff.

cp. coward, dastard, dotard, drunkard, sluggard.

Ardea, n., a genus of herons (ornithol.) — L. ar-

dea, 'heron', cogn. with Gk. epcoSio;, 'heron',

Serb., Croat, roda 'stork', ON. arta, OSwed.

drta, 'creek duck'. Cp. Erodium.

ardeb, n.. a measure of capacity used in Egypt. —
Arab, irddbb, in vulgar pronunciation arddbb,

ardebb, fr. Gk. dpTa^r,, name of a Persian

measure. See artaba.

ardella, n., any of the small apothecia of some
lichens (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. apSeiv, "to wa-

ter, pour forth', a word of unknown etymology.

Cp. Arethusa.
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ardency, n. ^ Formed fr. next word with suff. -cy.

ardent, adj.— ME. ardaunt, fr. OF. ardant (F. ar-

dent), fr. L. ardentem, ace. of ardens, pres. part,

of ardere, 'to burn', which stands for 'dridere,

fr. dridus, 'parched, dry', and is rel. to drere,

'to be dry', fr. *asere, fr. I.-E. base *&-, 'to

burn, glow', whence also OI. dsah, 'ashes, dust',

Toch. A dsar, 'dry'. Arm. azazem, 'I dry up',

aciun, 'ashes', Gk. a^etv (for "azd'ein), 'to dry

up, parch', a^a, 'dryness; dirt, mold', iZaXioQ,

'dry, parched', Czech ozd, 'malt drier', ozditi,

'to dry (malt)', Goth, azgo, OE. asce, msce,

'ashes'. See ash, 'powdery substance', and cp.

ara, ardor, area, arid, arson, asbolite, Azalea.

Cp. also the second element in aguardiente.

Derivatives: ardent-ly, adv., ardent-ness, n.

ardennite, n., a vanadosilicate of aluminum and

manganese (mineral.) — Named after Ardennes

in Belgium. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

ardhanarl, n., a form of Siva in which he is rep-

resented as half male and half female (Hindu

mythol.) — OI. drdha-nari-, 'half woman', fr.

drdhah-, 'half, part, side', and nari-, 'woman'.

0\.drdhah-is rel. to OI. r'rf/ia/:, 'especially', Aves-

tic ar'dii-, 'side', OI. f?/, 'besides, except', fr.

I.-E. base *er-, *(e)re-, 'loose; to split, separate,

be rare', whence also L. rdrus, 'thin, loose', see

rare, 'thin'. OI. mlri-, 'woman', prop, means

'pertaining to a man', and is rel. to OI. ndram

(ace), 'man', and cogn. with Gk. avrjp, 'man';

see andro-.

arditi, n. pi., ItaUan volunteers serving in storm

troops in World War I. — It., pi. of ardito,

'brave, audacious', fr. F. Aarrf/, prop. pp. of OF.

*hardir, 'to render courageous', lit. 'to make

hard', fr. Frankish *hardjan, fr. *hart, 'hard',

which is rel. to OHG. harti. OE. heard, 'hard'.

See hard,

ardor, ardour, n. — ME. ardeur, fr. OF. ardour

(F. ardeur), fr. L. ardorem, ace. oi ardor, 'heat',

fr. ardere, 'to burn'. See ardent and -or.

arduinite, n., a zeolite (mineral.) — Named after

the Venetian geologist Giovanni Arduino. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

arduous, adj. — L. arduus, 'high, lofty, steep', fr.

1,-E. base *eredh-, *erdh-, 'to grow; high',

whence also Avestic 'r^dva-, 'high', Olr. ard,

'high'. Alb. rit, OSlav. rastg, 'I grow'. Cp. I.-E.

base *weredh-, 'to grow; high', whence OI.

urdhvdh, 'high', vdrdhate, 'causes to grow, in-

creases', Gk. op»6c (for *rop»F6q; cp. Dor.

[iopao-), 'straight, right, erect'. See ortho- and

cp. vriddhi. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

Derivatives: arduous-ty, adv., arduous-ness, n.

are, v., pres. pi. indicative of be. — ME. aren,

later arc, fr. OE, (Northumbrian) aron, rel. to

ON. eru, '(they) are', for I.-E. *es-en, whence

also Dor. svti, Att. eltji, OI. sdnti, L. sunt,

Umbr. sent. Goth., OE. sind. All these words

are derivatives of I.-E. base *es-, 'to be'. See

esse and cp. am, art, is.
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are, n., a square unit. — F., formed in 1795 by a

decree of the French National Convention, fr.

L. area, 'vacant piece of ground'. See next word

and cp. the second element in hectare,

area, n. — L., 'vacant piece of ground, building,

plot', rel. to arere, 'to become dry', hence area

orig. meant 'a place burned down, a dry, bare pla-

ce' ; see ardent and cp. areola, debonair. For sense

development cp. G. Esse, 'chimney, forge",

which also derives fr. I.-E. base *as-, 'to burn'.

Areca.n., a genus of palms of Asia and the Malay

Archipelago (bot.) — ModL., fr. Port, areca, fr.

Malayalam ddakka, fr. Tamil ddaikdy, lit.

'having close clusters of nuts', fr. ddai, 'close

arrangement of the cluster', and kdy, 'nut'. See

OED. and Yule-Bumell, Hobson-Jobson, p. 35.

Arecaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the palm

family (bot?) — ModL., formed fr. prec. word

with suff. -aceae.

arecaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

arena, n. — L. harena, arena, 'sand, sandy place,

seashore; place of combat (lit. 'place strewn

with sand'), prob. of Etruscan origin. Cp.

Arenaria.

arenaceous, adj., sandy. — L. arendceus, 'sandy'.

See prec. word and -aceous.

Arenaria, n., a genus of herbs of the chickweed

family; the sandwort (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'the

sandwort', fr. Late L. harendrius, arendrius, 'of

sand', fr. L. harena, arena (see arena) ; so called

because many representatives of this species

grow in the sand.

arend, n., bearded vulture (S. Afr.) — Du.,

'eagle', fr. MDu. arent, rel. to ON. orn, OE.

earn, OHG. aro, 'eagle'. See em(e).

areo- combining form meaning 'of, or pertaining

to. Ares or Mars', used in astronomy. — Fr.

Gk. "ApEo? or "Apso)?, gen. of "Apr].;, 'Ares'.

See Ares and cp. Areopagite.

areola, n., a small area; esp. the pigmented ring

surrounding the nipple (anat.) — L. areola,

'small area', dimin. of area, 'a vacant piece of

ground' (see area) ; introduced into anatomy by

the Swiss anatomist and botanist Caspar Bauhin

(1560-1624) in 1605.

Derivatives: areot-ar, areol-ate, areol-at-ed,

adjs., areol-ation, n.

areole, n., a small space (bot) — F. areole, fr. L.

areola. See areola.

areolet, n., a small areola (zool.) — A dimin. of

areola, hence a double dimin. of area. For the

ending see suff. -et.

areology, n., the study of the planet Mars. —
Compounded of areo- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-Xoyo;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: areolog-ic, areolog-ic-al, adjs., are-

olog-ic-al-ly, adv.

areometer, n., a hydrometer. — Compounded of

Gk. dpai6<;, 'thin, rare', and (jt^Tpov, 'meas-

ure'. The first element is of uncertain origin;

it originally began with digamma (f = w).
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hence cannot be cognate with L. rdrus, 'thin,

rare' (see rare, 'thin'). For the second element

see meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: areometr-ic, areometr-ic-al. adjs.,

areometr-y, n.

Areopagite, n., member of the Areopagus. — Gk.

' ApEioTtaYt-r/]?, fr. 'A^zi^ntfioc,. See next word.

Areopagus, n., name of a hiU west of the Acro-

polis in Athens and of the tribunal situated on

it. — L., fr. Gk. Apet67taYo<;, for "Apcio?

Ttavo?, 'hill of Ares (= Mars)', resp. y\ BouX-i)

7] 45 'ApEiou TrdcYou, 'the council of the hill of

Ares'. See next word. For the etymol. of T:i.yoc,,

'rocky hiU', see pact.

Ares, n., the Greek god of war, identified by the

Romans with Mars (Greek mythol.) — L., fr.

Gk. "ApT)? (gen. "Apso; or "Apecoc;), ht. 'injurer,

destroyer', fr. dtpr), 'bane, ruin', which is rel.

to dpeiY), 'a cursing, menacing', and prob.

cogn. with 01. irasyd, 'ill will', irasydti, 'bears

ill will'. Arm. her, 'anger, envy', OE. eorre, yrre,

'angry'. Cp. areo-, Areopagus, Antares.

arete, n., virtue (Greek philos.) — Gk. apexTj,

'virtue', prop, 'that which is good', rel. to

dpEitov, 'better', apidTog, 'best' (whence dpicr-

ToxpaTiS, 'the rule of the best'), apEcncsiv, 'to

make good, conciliate'. See aristo-.

arete, n., sharp crest of a mountain. — F., 'fish-

bone; ridge', fr. L. arista, 'ear of grain', which

is prob. of Etruscan origin. Cp. arista, Aristida,

arris.

Arethusa, n., nymph of a fountain near Syracuse

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'Ap^S^ouaa, a col-

lateral form of fipSouaa, 'waterer', fem. pres.

part, of SpSeiv, 'to water'. See ardella.

Arethusa, n., a genus of orchids (bot)— ModL.,

named after the nymph Arethusa. See prec. word.

arfvedsonite, n., a basic metasilicate (mineral.) —
Named after the Swedish chemist Johan August

Arfvedson (1792-1841). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

argala, n., the adjutant bird. — Hind, hargitd.

argali, n., a large wild sheep of Asia (Ovis am-

mon). — Mongolian.

argand lamp. — Named after its inventor Aim6
Argand, a Swiss physicist (1755-1803).

Argemone, n., a genus of plants of the poppy
family (bot.) — Gk. apYEixwvY), 'a kind of pop-

py', prob. fr. Heb. argdmin, 'purple'. Cp. Ak-
kad. argamannu, of s.m. Cp. also agrimony. For
the ending -covtj in dpYe(Ji.t«>vir], cp. ivsijLtjvT;, 'the

wind flower' (see anemone).

argent, n., silver (archaic). — F., fr. L. argentum,

'silver', which is cogn. with Gk. SpYupo?, 'silver',

prop, 'the white (metal)', fr. dpyo? (dissimil-

ated fr. *(ipYp6?), 'shining, bright, white'; fr.

I.-E. base *arg-, 'to shine', whence also OI.

rjrdh, 'shining, glowing, bright', rajatdm, Aves-

tic *r*zala, 'silver', OL drjunafi, 'shining, white',

Toch. A drki, 'white' (said of teeth), drkyant,

'silver', B arkwi, of s.m., arkwimie, 'light color',

Hitt. harkish. 'bright, clear', Thracian <ipYtXo<;,

'mouse' (lit. 'the white colored animal'). Arm.

arcat\ 'silver', Olr. argat, W. arian(i), Co.,

MBret. argant, Bret, arc'hant, 'silver', L. ar-

guere, 'to make clear, prove'. Cp. argil, Argo,

argue, Argus, argyria, argyrodite, arjun, and the

second element in litharge. Pelargonium, Po-

darge, pygarg.

argentiferous, adj., containing silver. — Com-
pounded of L. argentum, 'silver', and the stem

of L. ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See ai^ent and

-ferous.

argentine, adj., resembling silver. — L. argen-

tlnus, 'of silver', fr. argentum, 'silver'. See argent

and -ine (representing L. -Inus).

argentlte, n., silver suMd, AgjS (mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. L. argentum,

'silver'. See argent,

argil, n., potter's clay. — F. argile, 'clay', fr. L.

argilla, 'white clay, potter's earth', fr. Gk.

(SpYiXXo?, of s.m., which is rel. to dpyo?, 'shin-

ing, bright'. See argent,

argillaceous, adj., resembling clay. — L. argiltd-

ceus, fr. argilla. See prec. word and -aceous.

argilliferous, adj., rich in clay. — Compounded

of L. argilla, 'white clay' and the stem of ferre,

'to bear, carry'. See argil and -ferous.

Argive, adj., of Argos; (by extension) of Greece.

— L. Arglvus, fr. Gk. 'ApyEioq, 'of Argos', fr.

"Apyo.;, 'Argos', name of the capital of Argolis

in the Peloponnesus.

Derivative: Argive, n.

Argo, n., i) name of the ship in which the Argo-

nauts sailed to Colchis, whence 2) name of a

constellation. — Gk. 'Apyto, lit. 'the Swift', fr.

(ipy6i;, 'swift'. This word is identical with apyo;,

'shining, bright'. Cp. its OI. cognate fjrdh, which

also unites these two meanings, and see argent.

Cp. also Argonaut.

argon, n., an inert chemical element. — ModL.,

fr. Gk. (ipyov, neut of dpyo?, 'idle, inert', con-

traction of iiEpy65, lit. 'not active', fr. dc- (see

priv. pref. a-), and Spyov, 'work'. See ergon

and cp. the second element in lethargy. This ele-

ment, discovered by the British chemists Sir

William Ramsay (1852-1916) and Morris Wil-

liam Travers (1872-196O in 1894, was so called

by them because it does not readily unite with

other elements.

Argonaut, n. pi., one of the heroes led by Jason

in the ship Argo to fetch the golden fleece in

Colchis. — L. Argonauta, fr. Gk. 'Apyovau-rr)?,

'sailor of the Argo', which is compounded of

'Apyw (see Argo) and vauxTii;, 'sailor, seaman'.

See nautical,

argonaut, n., the paper nautilus (zool) — Fr.

prec. word.

argosy, n., a large ship; a fleet of large ships. —
Earlier ragusye, arguze, lit. 'ship from Ragusa'

fr. It. Ragusea, 'ship of Ragusa'.

argot, n., slang, esp. the slang of Paris. — F., of

uncertain origin.

argue, intr. and tr. v. — ME. arguen, fr. OF.
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(= F.) arguer, it. L. argutdre, freq. oi arguere,

'to make clear, prove', which is rel. to argentum,

'silver' {arguere orig. meant 'to make as white

as silver'). See argent.

Derivatives: argu-able, adj., argu-er, n.

argument, n.— F., fr. L. argumentum, fr. arguere,

'to argue'. See prec. word and -ment.

argumental, adj. — L. argumentdlis, fr. argumen-

tum. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

argumentation, n. — F., fr. L. argiimentdtionem,

ace. of argumentdtio, 'an adducing of proof, pp.

of argumentdri, 'to argue', fr. argumentum. See

argimient and -ation.

argumentative, adj. — F. argumentatif (fern, ar-

gumentative), fr. argument. See argument and -ive.

Derivatives : argumentative-ly, adv., argumenta-

tive-ness, n.

Argus, n., a giant with a hundred eyes (Greek

mylhol.) — L., fr. Gk. "Apyo?, lit. 'the bright

one', fr. apYo?, 'shining, bright' (see argent);

so called in allusion to his hundred eyes. Cp. his

epithet IlavoTrTT)!;, 'all-seeing, all eyes'.

argute, adj., sharp, quick. — L. argutus, pp. of

arguere, 'to argue'. See argue.

Derivatives: argute-ly, adv., argute-ness, n.

argyr-, form of argyro- before a vowel.

argyria, n., discoloration of the skin (merf.) —
Medical L., fr. apyupo?, 'silver'. See argyro-

and -la.

argyrite, n., argentite {mineral.) — Formed with

subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. apyupo;, 'silver'. See

argyro- and cp. argentite.

argyro-, before a vowel argyr-, combining form

meaning 'silver'. — Gk. txpyupo-, lipyup-, fr.

Spyupo?, 'silver', which is cogn. with L. ar-

gentum, 'silver'. See argent and cp. the second

element in hydrargyrum.

argyrodite, n., a steel gray mineral containing sil-

ver, geranium and sulfur {mineral.) — G. Ar-

gyrodit, coined by its discoverer the German

chemist Aloys Auer von Welsbach (1858-1929)

fr. Gk. apyupcoSv]?, 'rich in silver' (fr. apyupo?,

'silver', and -coSyj;, 'like'), and suff. -fxTji;. See

argyro-, -ode and subst. suff. -ite.

Argyrol, n., a trademark for silver vitellin

{pharm.) — Coined by its inventor Albert

C. Barnes fr. argyr- and suff. -ol, a var. of -ole.

aria, n. (music). — It., 'air'. See air, 'melody',

and cp. arioso.

-aria, subst. suff. meaning 'related to', or 'con-

nected with', as in Utricularia {hot. and zool^—
ModL. -dria, fr. L. fern. sing, or neut. pi. of

-drius. See adj. suff. -ary.

Ariadne, n., daughter of Minos, king of Crete

(Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. ' .\pii8vr), a name

of uncertain origin.

Arian, adj. and n. — L. Aridnus, 'pertaining to

Arius', fr. Arius = Gk. "Apeio?, presbyter of

Alexandria (died in 336).

Derivatives: Arian-ism, n., Arian-ist-ic, Arian-

ist-ic-al, adjs., Arian-ize, intr. and tr. v., Arian-

iz-er, n.

-arian, suff. forming adjectives from nouns end-

ing in -ary. — Compounded of the suffixes -ary

(representing L. -drius) and -an (representing L.

-anus).

aricine, n., an alkaloid found in cusco bark. —
Named after Arica, in Peru. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ine.

arid, adj., dry.—L. dridus, 'parched, dry', whence

ardere, 'to bum'. See ardent.

Derivatives: arid-ly, adv., arid-ness,n.

aridity, n., dryness. — F. aridite, fr. L. dridi-

tdtem, ace. of driditds, 'dryness', fr. dridus. See

prec. word and -ity.

ariel, n., a gazelle.— Arab, dryil, a vulgar variant

of dyyil, 'stag', which is rel. to Heb. dyil, 'ram',

ayydl, 'stag', Aram.-Syr. ayld, 'stag', Akkad.

ayalu, 'ram', fr. Sem. base '-w-l, 'anything

strong', whence also Heb. eydl, 'strength', eld",

alls", 'terebinth; oak', allon, Akkad. alldnu,

'oak', prop, 'a strong tree'.

Aries, n., i) a constellation; 2) the first of the

signs of the zodiac (astron.) — L. aries, gen.

arietis, 'lamb', cogn. with Arm. or-oy (assimil. fr.

*er-oj), 'lamb', Gk. gpi-90?, 'kind', Olr. heirp,

'kid', Mir. earb, of s.m.

aright, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and right,

aril, n., an accessory covering of seeds (bot^ —
Late L. arillus, 'dried grape'.

arioso, adj., melodious; adv., in a melodious

way (mus.)— It., formed fr. aria, 'melody', with

suff. -oso (corresponding to L. -osus). See aria

and adj. suff. -ose.

Arisaema, n., a genus of plants of the arum family

(hot.). — ModL., lit. 'blood of arum', fr. Gk.

apt?, 'a kind of arum', which is rel. to Spov,

'cuckoopint', and alfxa, 'blood' (see Arum and

hemal); so called from the red-spotted leaves of

some species.

arise, intr. v. — OE. drlsan, rel. to OS. arisan,

Goth, urreisan. See a-, 'on', and rise.

arista, n., an awn. — L. See ar6te.

aristarchy, n., government by the best men. —
Gk. dpioTap/ta, compounded of SpiaTo;, 'best',

and -apxta, 'rule', fr. ap/o?, 'leader, chief, ruler'.

See aristo- and -archy.

Aristida, n., a genus of grasses (tof.) — ModL.,

fr. L. arista, 'awn'. See arista and -ida.

aristo-, before a vowel arist-, combining form

meaning 'best'. — Gk. dpioTo-, dpiCTT-, fr.

SpiCTTo?, 'best', superl. to apeiov, 'better', rel.

to ape-rr), 'virtue', ap^uxeiv, 'to make good, con-

ciliate', fr. I.-E. base *ar-, 'to join', whence also

Gk. fSp&pov, 'a joint', L. artus, 'joint, limb', ars,

'art', arma (pi.), 'implements of war, weapons'.

See arm, 'weapon', and cp. arete.

aristocracy, n. — MF. aristocracie (F. aristocra-

tie), fr. L. aristocratia, fr. Gk. dpiuToxpaTia,

'govenmienl, rule of the best', which is com-

poimded of SpioTO.;, 'best' and -itpaTti, 'rule

of, fr. xpccTo?, 'strength, power, rule' . See aristo-

and -cracy.

aristocrat, n.— F. aristocrate, back formation fr.
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aristocratie. See prec. word.

aristocratic, adj. — F. aristocratique, fr. Gk.

dpiaTOHpaTtjtoi;, 'pertaining to the rule of the

best', fr. dpiaTOXpaTia. See aristocracy and -Ic.

Derivatives: aristocratic-al, adj., artistocratic-

al-ly, adv.

Aristolochia, n., a genus of plants, the birthwort.

— ModL., fr. Gk. dpia-roXoxia, 'birthwort', lit.

'that which is the best for childbirth', fr. apioro?,

'best', and Xo/Eia, 'childbirth', fr. 'Xhjpc,, of s.m.

See aristo- and lie, 'to recline'.

aristology, n., the science of dining. — Com-
pounded ofGk. apicsTov, 'breakfast', and -Xoyia,

fr. -\ri-xo(i, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. The first

element lit. means 'morning meal'. It is formed

fr. api-, which is rel. to rfif., 'early', and cogn.

with OE. xr, 'soon, formerly' (see ere, early),

and fr. -(^to (for *d-to), zero degree of root eS-,

'to eat', whence also Gk. SSeiv, eaftisiv, L. edere,

'to eat' (see eat). For the second element in

aristology see -logy.

Derivatives: aristolog-ic-al, adj., aristolog-ist, n.

Aristotelian, adj., pertaining to the Greek phi-

losopher Aristotle (384-322); n., a follower of

Aristotle; an adherent ofAristotle's teachings.

—

Formed with suff. -ian fr. Gk. 'ApiaTO-reXT):;,

'Aristotle'.

Derivative: Aristotelian-ism, n.

arite, n., a variety of niccolite (mineral.) —
Named after montagne d'/lr in the dept. Basses

Pyrenees, in France. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

arithmetic, n. — ME. arsmetike, fr. OF. aris-

metique, fr. L. arithmetica, fr. Gk. dpi<>(Xir)Tixy]

(scil. Tix'/Ti), ^the art of counting', fr. api^-

|i£iv, 'to number, count, reckon', fr. api-Ofjioi;,

'number', fr. I.-E. base *rf-, 'to count, number',

whence also Gk. vTj-pt-Toi;, 'numberless', OE.,

OHG. rim, 'number', Olr. rim, 'number', do-

rimu, 'I count, number, enumerate', L. rltus,

'religious custom, usage, ceremony'. Base *rf-,

'to count, number', is prob. an enlargement of

base *ar-, 'to join', whence L. arma, 'weapons',

ars, 'art', Goth, arms, OE. earm, arm, etc., 'the

upper limb'. See arm, 'the upper limb', arm,

'weapon', and cp. rhyme, rite. The a- in api9^[i6i;

is prosthetic and due to the fact that the Greek

(as well as the Armenian) never begins a word

with primary r. Initial p in Greek words goes

back either to *sr- or *wr- (see red). The 5 in OF.
arismetique is the phonetic rendering of L. th =
Gk. &; the ME. forms arismetric, arsmetrik

were developed from ME. arsmetike, which was

associated erroneously with L. ars metrica, 'the

art of measure'. ModF. arithmetique and E.

arithmetic have been refashioned after the Greek.

Cp. aparithmesis and the second element in

logarithm,

aritfametidan, n. —• F. arithmeticien, fr. arith-

metique. See arithmetic and -ian.

arithmo- combining form meaning 'number'. —

Gk., fr. dpi&tAO-, fr. dpi&(x6?, 'number'. See

arithmetic.

arithmogram, n., the sum of the numerical values

of the letters in a word or phrase.—Compound-
ed of arithmo- and Gk. Ypclt|j.(jLa, 'something

written'. See -gram.

arithmograph, n., a kind of calculating machine.

— Compounded of arithmo- and Gk. --j-pacpo?,

fr. YpdtpEtv, 'to write'. See -graph.

arithmography, n. — Compounded of arithmo-

and Gk. -ypaipia, fr. Ypd9Eiv, 'to write'. See

-graphy.

arithmometer, n., a calculating machine.— Com-
pounded of arithmo- and Gk. (iexpov, 'meas-

ure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

-arium, subst. suff. meaning 'a place for, or a-

bounding in, something', or 'a thing pertaining

to something'. — L. -arium, prop. neut. of the

adjectival suff. -drius, used to form nouns. The

regular English equivalent of this suff. is -ary.

arizonite, n., a ferric metatitanate (mineral.) —
Named after Arizona in the U.S.A. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

arjun, n., an Asiatic tropical tree (Terminalia ar-

juna). — Hind, arjun, fr. OI. drjunah, 'white',

which is cogn. with Gk. apyo?, 'bright, white',

apyupo?, 'silver', L. argentum, 'silver'. See

argent.

ark, n.— OE. arc, earc, 'Noah's ark, box, coffin',

fr. L. area, 'chest', whence also OHG. arahha,

arka (MHG., G. arche), 'ark'. (OSlav. raka,

'burial cave, rakev, 'coffin', are Teut. loan

words.) See arcanum and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

arles, n. pi., earnest money (Scot) — OF., fr. L.

*arrhula, dimin. of arrha, 'pledge'. See arrha

and cp. words there referred to.

arm, n., the upper limb. — ME., fr. OE. earm,

arm, rel. to OS., Dan., Swed., MDu., Du.,

MHG., G. arm, ON. armr, OFris. erm, OHG.
arm, aram, Goth, arms, 'arm', and cogn. with

01. irmdh, Avestic ar^ma-, 'arm'. Arm. armukn,

'elbow', Osset. arm, 'palm of the hand', Gk.

dpixo?, 'a joint', L. armus, 'shoulder', OSlav.

ramo, OPruss. irmo, 'arm'. All these words de-

rive fr. I.-E. base *ar-, 'to join', and lit. mean

'joint', whence also L. arma (pi.), 'weapons',

prop, 'implements of war', artus, 'joint, limb',

ars, 'art', are OI. ardh, 'spoke (of a wheel)',

Avestic ratav-, 'epoch; judge', Toch. AB drwar,

drwer, 'ready, prepared', Hitt. dra, 'suitable,

good'. Arm. y-armar, 'fitting, appropriate',

afnem, 'I make', Gk. SpSpov, 'a joint', apjia, 'a

chariot', dpaptoxetv, 'tojoin, fasten, fit together',

dp£(TXEtv, 'to make good, conciliate', dpeicov,

'better', apicsToc;, 'best', dcps-nf), 'virtue', ap(iaXia,

'allotted sustenance', ap[x6?etv, 'to fit together,

adapt, accommodate', apuoc, 'a joining',

dpixovla, 'joint, proportion, concord', apTt,

'just', i^xioc,, 'complete, perfect of its kind,

suitable; even' (said of a number), dpTiieiv,

dpTiiveiv, 'to arrange, prepare, make ready'. Cp.



arm, 'weapon'. Cp. also ambry, arSte, aristo-,

armilla, art, Artamus, arthro-, article, articulate,

artillery, artisan, artist, artiste, harmony, inert,

inertia, the first element in Artiodactyla and the

second element in Homer. Cp. also arithmetic,

ration, read, reason.

arm, n., usually in pi. arms, weapon. — ME.
armes (pi.), fr. OF. armes (pi.), fr. L. arma, 'im-

plements of war, weapons', neut. pi. mistaken

in VL. for fem. sing., fr. I.-E. base *ar-, 'to join',

whence also L. armiis, 'shoulder', Goth, arms,

OE. earm, arm, 'arm'. See arm, 'upper limb',

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also alarm,

alarum, armada, armadillo, armament, arma-

ture, armet, army, inerm and the last element in

gendarme.

arm, tr. v., to furnish with weapons. — F. armer,

fr. L. armare, fr. arma, 'weapons'. See arm,

'weapon'.

Derivatives: arm-ed, adj., arm-ing, n.

armada, n., a ileet of warships; specif the fleet

of warships sent against England by Philip II

of Spain in 1588, called the Spanish or Invin-

cible Armada. — Sp., 'fleet, navy', fr. L. armata,

fem. pp. of armare, 'to furnish with weapons',

used as a noun, fr. arma, 'weapons'. See arm,

'weapon', and cp. army.

armadillo, n., an American burrowing mammal.
— Sp., dimin. of armado, 'armed', fr. L. armdtus,

pp. of armare (see prec. word); so called in al-

lusion to its hard bony plates resembling armor.

Armageddon, n., scene of a great battle. — Late

L. Armagedon, fr. Gk. 'ApfiayESStov, 'Apfxa-

yeScbv, fr. Heb. Har MegiddS, 'mountain (dis-

trict) of Megiddo'.

armagnac,n., a superior kind of brandy.— So cal-

led because it is made in the department of Gers

in France, a district formerly named Armagnac.

armament, n. — L. armdmentum, 'implement', fr.

armare, 'to furnish with weapons', fr. arma,

'weapons'. See arm, 'weapon', and -ment and

cp. F. armement.

armature, n., armor. — L. armdtHra, 'armor', fr.

armdtus, pp. of armare. See prec. word and -ure

and cp. armor, which is a doublet of armature.

armet, n., a medieval steel helmet. — F., dimin.

of arme. See arm, 'weapon', and -et.

armiger, n., an esquire. — L., 'a weapon bearer',

compounded of arma, 'weapons', and the stem

of gerere, 'to bear, carry'. See arm, 'weapon',

and gerent

armigerous, adj., possessing arms. — Formed fr.

L. armiger (see prec. word) with suff. -ous, on

analogy of adjectives in which this suff. corre-

sponds to OF. -ous, -eus (F. -eux), representing

L. -osus.

armilla, n., a bracelet. — L. dimin. formed fr.

armus, 'shoulder'. See arm, 'the upper limb'.

armillary, adj., i) pertaining to a bracelet; 2) con-

sisting of rings. — Formed with adj. suff. -ary

fr. L. armilla. See prec. word.

Anninian, adj., pertaining to the Dutch theo-
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logian Jacobus Arminius (1560-1609) or his

doctrines. For the ending see suff. -ian.

Derivative: Arminian-ism, n.

armipotent, adj., mighty in arms. — L. armi-

potens, gen. -entis, compounded of arma,

'weapons', and potens, 'mighty, powerful'. See

arm, 'weapon', and potent.

armistice, n., truce. — F., fr. ModL. armistitium,

lit. 'a standing (still) of arms', formed, on ana-

logy of the juridic term justitium, 'suspension of

jurisdiction', fr. L. arma, 'weapons', and -sistere,

pp. stem -stit-{um) (used only in compounds),

fr. sistere, 'to cause to stand still', fr. stare, 'to

stand'. See state and cp. words there referred to.

G. Waffenstillstand, 'armistice', lit. 'a standing

still of weapons', is a loan translation of F. ar-

mistice.

armlet, n. — Formed fr. arm, 'the upper limb',

with dimin. suff. -let.

armor, armour, n. — ME. armure, fr. OF. ar-

meiire, armure (F. armure), fr. L. armdtOra. See

armature.

Derivative: armored, armoured, adj.

armorer, n. — OF. armeurier, armurier (F. ar-

murier), fr. armeiire, armure. See armor and

agential suff. -er.

armory, n., the science of heraldry. — OF. ar-

moierie, fr. armoier, armoyer, 'to blazon', fr. L.

arma, 'weapons'. See arm, 'weapon', and cp.

next word.

Derivative: armori-al, adj.

armory, n., armour collectively. — A blend of

OF. armoierie, 'coat of arms', and OF. almarie,

armarie, 'a place where arms are kept'. See

armor and ambry.

army, n. — F. armee, fr. L. armata, fem. pp. of

armare, 'to furnish with weapons'. See armada

and -y (representing F. -ee).

Derivative; armi-ed, adj.

Amebia, n., a genus of plants of the borage

family (bot.)— Arab, arnabtya'', name of a plant,

lit. 'hare plant', fr. drnab, 'hare', which is rel.

to Heb. arnebheth. Arm. arnabhtd, Syr. ar-

n'bhd, Ugar. 'nhb. Akkad. annabu, 'hare'.

arnica, n., i) {cap) a genus of plants of the thistle

family; 2) tincture made from the root of the

plant.— ModL. , prob. corruption ofptarmica, fr.

Gk. jtrapjiixT), 'sneezewort', fem. of 7CTap|xix6?,

'causing to sneeze', fr. Trxapvuvai, Trratpeiv, 'to

sneeze', from the I.-E. imitative base *pster-

(eu)-, whence also L. slernuere, 'to sneeze'. See

stemutatioa.

Arnold, masc. PN. — G., fr. OHG. Arenwald,

lit. 'having the strength of an eagle', fr. OHG.
aro, 'eagle', and wald, 'power', from the base

of waltan, 'to have power'. For the first element

see em(e) and cp. arend, for the second sec

wield and cp. words there referred to.

Amoseris, n., a genus of plants of the chicory

family (hot.) — ModL., lit. 'lamb chicory',

fr. Gk. (ipv6<;, 'lamb*, and o^pu;, 'chicory'.

The first element is rel. to dcp^v gen. dlpv^.
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'lamb', and to Homeric and Ion. Gk. slpoc,

'wool'; see eric-. The second element is of un-

certain, prob. foreign, origin.

aroint, intr. v. (used only in the imper.), begone!

ipbsol.) — Of uncertain origin.

aroma, n., odor. — L., fr. Gk. aptoixa, 'fragrance,

odor, spice', of uncertain origin.

aromatic, adj.— F. aromatique, fr. L. aromaticus,

fr. Gk. apwjxaTixo?, fr. aptofxa, gen. apa)(iaTO<;,

'fragrance'. See prec. word and -atic.

aromatize, tr. v., to render aromatic. — F. aro-

matiser, fr. L. aromatizdre, fr. Gk. dpujjta-rtsetv,

fr. (itpcofxa. See aroma and -Ize.

aromo,n.,thehuisache.— Sp. aroma, fr. 1^. aroma,

fr. Gk. apco(j,a, 'fragrance, odor'. See aroma.

arose, past tense of arise. — ME. aroos, fr. OE.

drds, 'arose' fr. drisan. See arise.

around, adv. and prep. — Formed fr. a- 'on',

and round.

arouse tr. v. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and rouse.

Derivatives: arous-al, n., arous-er, n.

a rovescio, a musical direction indicating imita-

tion by contrary motion. — It., lit. 'upside

down', fr. a (fr. L. ad), 'to', and rovescio, 're-

verse, wrong side', fr. L. reversus, 'turned back',

pp. of revertere. See ad- and revert.

arpeggio, n., the playing of the notes of a chord

in rapid succession instead of simultaneously;

a chord on which the notes are so played

(mus.) — It., fr. arpeggiare, 'to play upon the

harp', fr. arpa, 'harp'. See harp.

arpent, n., an old French land measure. — F.,

fr. VL. *arependis, alteration of L. arepennis,

a Gaulish word of uncertain origin.

arquebus, n. — See harquebus.

arrack, in the East, a strong alcoholic drink made
from rice or molasses.— Fr. Arab, 'draq, 'sweat,

juice of fruit'. Cp. rack, 'arrack', and borage.

arraign, tr. v., to call to account; to bring before

a law court. — ME. areinen, fr. AF. areiner,

fr. OF. araisnier, aresnier (F. arraisonner), fr.

VL. 'arrationdre, fr. ad- and *rationdre, 'to

reason', fr. L. ratio, 'reckoning, calculation;

reason'. See reason and cp. deraign.

Derivatives: arraign, n., arraign-er, n., arraign-

ment (q.v.)

arraignment, n, — OF. araisnement, fr. araisnier.

See prec. word and -ment.

arrange, tr. and intr. v. — OF. arengier, arangier,

(F. arranger), fr. a, 'to' (see a), and rengier, ran-

gier (F. ranger), 'to put into line'. See range and

cp. derange.

Derivatives: arrange-ment, n., arrang-er, n.

arrant, adj., i) wandering (ofoo/.); 2) unmitigated;

notorious, infamous. — A variant of errant.

Derivative: arrant-ly, adv.

arras, n., pictured tapestry. — Fr. Arras, former-

ly capital of the province of Artois (now capital

of the department Pas de Calais), from L. Atre-

bates, a tribe of the Belgae (whence also the

name Artois. Cp. artesiaii.

arras, n., property contributed by the husband

to the wife {Sp. law). — Sp., fr. L. arrha, 'earnest

money'. See arrha and cp. earnest, 'pledge', and

words there referred to.

arrastre, n., a drag-stone mill for grinding ores.

— Sp., 'dragging, haulage', fr. arrastrar, 'to

drag along', fr. ad-, ar- (fr. L. ad), 'to', and

rastrar, 'to drag', fr. rastro, 'rake, harrow', fr.

L. rdstrum, 'a toothed hoe, a rake', which stands

for *rdd-trom, 'instrument to scrape with', fr.

rddere, 'to scrape'. See raze.

array, tr. v., i) to arrange; 2) to dress, clothe. —
ME. arraien, fr. OF. araier, areier, areer, aroier,

fr. VL. *arreddre (whence also It. arredare),

which is formed fr. L. ad, 'to', and Teut. *raid-

jan, 'to place in order', whence OE. rxde,

'ready, mounted', Goth, garedan, 'to attend to,

provide for', garaips, 'fixed, appointed, or-

dained'. See ad- and ready and cp. raiment.

Derivatives: array-al, n., array-er, n., array-

ment, n.

array, n., 1) order, arrangement; 2) dress, gar-

ments. — ME. arrai, fr. OF. arret, aroi, arroi

(F. arroi), 'array, equipage', fr. OF. areier,

areer. See array, v.

arrayan,n., name ofvarious trees.— Sp.arraydn,

fr. Arab, ar-rayhdn, fr. ar-, assimilated form of

al-, 'the', and rayhdn in rayhdn al-qubOr, 'myrtle'

(lit. 'sweet-smelling plants of the tombs'), a

deriv. of rift, 'odor', which is rel. to Heb. r^h,

'odor', prop, 'breath', Heb. rO^h, Aram.-Syr.

rdhd, 'breath, wind, spirit', Arab, ruh, 'soul,

spirit'.

arrear, n.— ME. arere, fr. OF. arere (F. arriire),

'behind', fr. VL. *ad retro (L. = retro), 'back-

ward'. See ad- and retro- and cp. reredos.

arrearage, n. — ME. arerage, fr. OF. arerage

(F. arrerage). See prec. word and -age.

arrect, adj., erect. — L. arrectus, pp. of arrigere,

'to set upright', fr. ad- and regere, 'to keep

straight, stretch'. See regent and cp. erect.

arrest, tr. v. — ME. aresten, fr. OF. arester (F.

arreter), fr. VL. *arrestdre (whence also It. ar-

restare, Sp., Port, arrestar), fr. ad- and L. res-

tore, 'to stop', fr. re- and stare, 'to stand'. See

state and cp. rest, 'to remain'.

arrest, n. — ME. arest, fr. OF. arest (F. arret),

back formation fr. arester (F. arreter). See

arrest, v.

Derivatives: arrest-er, n., arrest-ing, arrest-ive,

adjs., arrestment (q.v.)

arrestment, n. — OF. arestement, fr. arester. See

prec. word and -ment.

arrha, n., earnest money. — L. arrha, arra, short-

ened fr. arrhabd, fr. Gk. dppotpcov, 'earnest

money', fr. Heb. 'erdbhdn, 'pledge, surety', fr.

'drdbh, 'he pledged'. See earnest, 'pledge' and

cp. words there referred to.

arriba, n., a variety of cacao from Ecuador. —
Sp. arriba, 'up, above', formed fr. ad-, ar- (fr.

L. ad), 'to' and ripa, 'bank of a stream' (see ad-

and riparian and cp. arrive); so called from an

upland district in Ecuador.



arride

arride, tr. v., to please {archaic). — L. arrldere,

'to laugh at, laugh with', fr. ad- and rtdere, 'to

laugh'. See risible.

arriere-ban, n., summons to war issued by the

king to his vassals. — F., fr. OHG. hari-ban,

(whence also G. Heerbann), lit. 'proclamation

to the army', fr. OHG. hart, heri (whence G.

Heer), 'army', and ban (whence G. Bonn), 'pro-

clamation'; see harry and ban. F. arriere-ban

was influenced in form by a confusion with F.

arriere, 'behind' (see next word).

arrifere-pensee, n., mental reservation — F., lit.

'a thought behind', fr. arriere, 'behind', and

pensee, 'thought'. For the first word see arrear.

F. pensee is prop. fem. pp. of penser, 'to think',

fr. L. pensdre, 'to weigh out carefully, ponder,

examine'; see pensive and cp. pansy.

arriero, a muleteer. — Sp., a collateral form of

harriero, fr. arrear, harrear, 'to drive or push

on', from the interjection harre, fr. Arab, harr,

the cry used to drive on camels.

arris, n., a sharp ridge, an edge. — OF. areste

(F. arete), fr. L. arista, 'ear of grain'. See arete

and cp. arista, Aristida.

arrival, n. — ME. arrivaile, fr. AF. arrivaille, fr.

OF. arriver. See next word and subst. suff. -al.

arrive, intr. v. — ME. ariven, fr. OF. arriver,

ariver (F. arriver), 'to arrive', fr. VL. *arripare,

'to touch the shore', fr. ad- and L. rlpa, 'shore,

bank'. See river and cp. arriba. Sp. arribar also

derives fr. VL. *arripdre, but It. arrivare, is a

French loan word.

Derivatives: arrival (q.v.), arriv-er, n.

arroba, n., a Spanish weight. — Sp. and Port.,

fr. Arab. ar-rub\ in vulgar pronunciation ar-

rob\ 'the quarter' (sell, of the weight al-qintar),

fr. ar-, assimilated form of al-, 'the', and rub'

{rob'), 'quarter', from the stem of arbd' (masc),

drba'a'^ (fem.), which is rel. to Heb. arbd'

(masc), arbd'd'', (fem.), Aram, arbd' (masc),

arh''d (fem.), Ethiop. arba' (masc), arbd'td

(fem.), Akkad. arbau (masc), irbitti (fem.),

'four'. (The masc. forms are used with fem.

nouns, the fem. ones with masc. nouns).

arrogance, n. — F., fr. L. arrogantia, fr. arrogdns,

gen. -ant is. See next word and -ce.

arrogant, adj. — F., fr. L. arrogantem, ace. of

arrogdns, pres. part, of arrogdre. See next word

and -ant.

Derivative: arrogant-ly, adv.

arrogate, tr. v. — L. arrogdius, pp. of arrogdre,

'to claim as one's own, to arrogate to oneself,

fr. ad- and rogdre, 'to ask'. See rogation and

verbal suff. -ate and cp. abrogate.

Derivatives: arrogatlon (q.\'.), arrogat-ive, adj.

arrogation, — L., fr. arrogdius, pp. of arrogdre.

See prec word and -ion.

arrojadite, n., a phosphate of natrium, ferrum,

sodium, etc. — Named after the Brazilian geo-

logist Dr. Miguel Arrojado of Lisbon. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

arrondissement, n., an administrative district of
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a department in France. — F., lit. 'a rounding',

fr. arrondir, 'to make round, to round off', fr.

a, 'to' (see a), and rond, 'round'. See round, adj.

and -ment.

arrope, n., must boiled down to a sirup.— Sp.,

fr. Arab, ar-rubb, ar-, assimilated form of al-,

'the', and rubb, 'juice of the fruit boiled down'.

arrow, n. — ME. arewe, fr. OE. arwe, earh, rel.

to ON. or, gen. orvar, Goth, arhazna, and cogn.

with L. areas, 'bow, arch'. See arc.

Derivative: arrow-y, adj.

arroyo, n., a watercourse; the dry bed of a

stream. — Sp., 'rivulet, small stream', fr. L. ar-

rugia, 'shaft or pit in a gold mine', which is

prob. formed, fr. ad- and rdga, 'wrinkle'; the

orig. meaning was 'a digging out'. See ruga,

arse, n., the buttocks (now vulgar). — ME. ars,

ers, fr. OE. ears, sers, rel. to OS., OHG., MHG.
ars, ON. ars (also metathesized into rass), MDu.
Sirs, e{e)rs, Du. {n)aars, G. Arsch, 'buttock',

and cogn. with Gk. oppo; (for I.-E. *orsos),

'tail, rump, base of the spine', oupa (for *6pafd),

'tail', Hitt. arrash. Arm. of, 'buttock', Olr. err

(for *ersd), 'tail'. Cp. uro-, 'tail-'.

arsenal, n., a place for manufacturing and storing

ammunition and weapons. — It. arsenale (Olt.

arzanale), 'dock', borrowed—prob. through the

medium of MGk. aptjrjvaXy)!;—fr. Arab, ddr-

af-sind'a'' (whence also Sp. ddrsena and It. dar-

sena, 'dock'), lit. 'house of construction', fr. ddr,

'house', as-, assimilated form of al-, 'the', and

Sind'a'^, 'construction, art', fr. sdna'a, 'he made'.

For the ending of arsenal see adj. suff. -al.

arsenic, n., a chemical element. — OF. (= F.)

arsenic, fr. L. arsenicum, arrhenicum, fr. Gk.

dpasMixov, appEvtzov, 'yellow orpiment', fr.

MPers. *zarmk, 'gold, golden ; orpiment'(whence

ModPers.-Arab. zarntkh, 'orpiment'), through

the medium of a Semitic language; cp. Mish-

naic Heb. zarntkh, Syr. zarnikhd, 'orpiment'.

Cp. Avestic zaranya, Pers. zar, 'gold', and the

first element in zermahbub, and see yellow and

words there referred to. Cp. also jargon, 'a

variety of zircon'. Gk. apoEvixov, appevtxov,

'orpiment', was influenced in form by apaevixoc;,

appevixoc, 'male', fr. ap(TY)v, appr^v, 'male'. For

the sense development of MPers. *zarnik, cp. L.

auripigmentum, fr. aurum, 'gold' (see orpiment).

Derivatives: arsenic, arsenic-al, adjs.

arsenious, adj., containing arsenic. — See ar-

senic and -ous.

arsis, n., the unaccented part of a foot in pro-

sody. — L., fr. Gk. apoi;, 'a raising, lifting',

fr. asipetv, afpeiv, 'to raise, lift'. See artery,

arson, n. — OF., fr. Late L. arsionem, ace of

arsio, 'a burning', fr. L. arsus, pp. of ardere, 'to

burn'. See ardent,

arsonium, n., the radical AsH, (chem.) — ModL.,

compounded of arsenic and ammonium.

art, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. artem, ace. of ars,

'skill, handicraft, trade, occupation, art', which

is rel. to L. artus, 'joint', and cogn. with OI.

I
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rtih, 'manner, mode', Gk. apri, 'just', Spxioi;,

'complete, perfect of its kind, suitable; even

(said of a number), dpTii^eiv, 'to prepare',

dpTUEiv, dpxfjvciv, 'to arrange, prepare, make
ready', Lith. arti, 'near', MHG., G. art, 'man-

ner, mode'. All these words derive fr. I.-E.

*art-, at- enlargement of base *ar-, 'to join',

whence L. annus, 'shoulder', arma, 'weapons'.

See arm, 'upper limb', and arm, 'weapon', and

cp. Artamus, article, articulate, artifice, artil-

lery, artisan, artist, artiste, coarctation, inert.

Derivatives: art-ful, adj., artful-ly, adv., art-

ful-ness, n., art-less, adj., art-less-ly, adv., art-

less- ness, n.

art, 2nd pers. pres. ind. of be. — OE. eart, fr.

Teut. base *ar-, corresponding to I.-E. base *es-,

'to be'. See are, v., and words there referred to.

artaba, artabe, n., a Persian and Egyptian meas-

ure. — Gk. apTa^Tj, prob. of Egyptian origin.

Cp. ardeb.

Artamus, n., a genus of oscine birds (ornithol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. apxajioi;, 'butcher, cook',

which—according to Eusthatios—is a contract-

ion of el? apTia t£|jlv6)v, 'he who cuts artist-

ically'. Accordingly apTa(io? stands for *apTt-

Tocfiot; (see haplology), and is compounded of

apTi, 'just', orig. 'joining, order', and of the

stem of Te(xvE',v, 'to cut'. See art, n., and tome.

Artemis, n., the goddess of hunting in Greek

mythology; identified by the Romans with

Diana. — L., fr. Gk. "ApTsjit;, a name of un-

certain origin. Cp. next word.

Artemisia, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family {bot.) — L., 'mugwort', fr. Gk. dcpxe-

fxtata, fr. "ApTE(ii!;, the Greek goddess of hunt-

ing. See prec word and -ia.

arterial, adj. — F. arterial (now arteriel), fr. L.

arteria. See artery and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: arlerial-ty, adv.

arterialize, tr. v. to change into arterial. — F.

arteriatiser. See prec. word and -ize.

Derivative: arterializ-ation, n.

arteriasis, n., degeneration of an artery (med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -iasis fr. Gk.

apTr,pia. See artery,

arterio-, combining form meaning 'arterial'. —
Gk. ip-rr,pio-, fr. apT7;pia, 'windpipe, artery'.

See artery,

arteriole, n., a small artery. — ModL., dimin.

of L. arteria. See artery and -ole.

arteriosclerosis, n., thickening of the walls of

the arteries (med.)— Medical L., lit. 'hardening

of the arteries'; compounded of Gk, apTT,pia,

'windpipe, artery', and (nO-.ipoiw.q, 'hardening,

induration'. See arterio- and sclerosis,

arteriosclerotic, adj. — See arterio- and sclerotic,

arteriotomy, n., the cutting open of an artery

(med.) — Late I., arteriolomia, fr. Gk. apT7;pio-

~<i\n5., fr. dpT-/;pioTO[iETv, 'to cut an artery'. See

artery and -tomy.

arterious, adj., arterial. — Formed with suff. -ous

fr. L. arteria. See artery.

article

arteritis, n., inflammation of an artery or of ar-

teries {med.) — Medical L., formed with suff.

-itis fr. Gk. dpxYjpta. See next word.

artery, n. — L. arteria, fr. Gk. dpxiripia, 'wind-

pipe, artery', prob. contracted from *depxyjpia,

which is a derivative of aeipetv, atpsiv, 'to

lift, raise, bear'. See aorta and cp. arsis and the

second element in meteor.

artesian, adj. — F. artesien, 'of Artois'. fr. OF.

Arteis (F. Artois), fr. L. Atrebates, a people that

lived in the NW. of GaUia. Cp. arras. For the

ending see suff. -ian. — Artesian well owes its

name to the circumstance that the first such

wells were established by Belidor (1698- 1761)

in the province of Artois, who therefore called

them puits artesiens.

artha, n., purpose {Hindu philos.) — OI. drtham,

later drthah, 'purpose, aim, work, object', which

is rel. to rnoti, frivdti, 'rises, moves', rcchdti,

'goes toward a thing, reaches', Avestic ^r'naoiti,

'moves', and cogn. with Gk. Spv-jjii, opvuvai,

'to stir up, rouse', L. orior, orirl, 'to rise'. See

orient, and cp. words there referred to.

arthritic, adj., pertaining to arthritis. — L. art-

hriticus, fr. Gk. dpiJpixMoc, fr. dpS-pTxi;. See

next word and -ic.

artliritis, n., inflammation of a joint {med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. dp-a-pTxii; (scil. voaoc;), 'dis-

ease of the joints', prop. fem. of the adjective

dpi'^pfxYji;, 'pertaining to the joints', fr. ap&pov,

'joint'. See next word and -itis and cp. diar-

throsis, enarthrosis, synarthrosis.

arthro-, before a vowel arthr-, combining form

meaning 'pertaining to the joints'. — Gk.

dp{>po-, dp^p-, fr. apS-pov, 'joint', which is a

derivative of base *ar-, 'to join'. See arm, 'the

upper limb', and cp. arthritis and words there

referred to. Cp. also article.

arthrology, n., the study of the joints. — Formed

fr. arthro- and Gk. -Xoyii, fr. -Xoyoc, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy,

arthroplasty, n., formation of (artificial) joints. —
Formed fr. arthro- and --Aaaxia. See -plasty,

arthropod, adj., pertaining to the Arthropoda;

n., one of the Arthropoda. — See next word.

Arthropoda, n. pi., the phylum of invertebrate

animals with jointed limbs (entomol.)— ModL.,

lit. 'those with jointed feet' ; coined by the Ger-

man anatomist and zoologist Karl Theodor

Ernst von Siebold (1804-85) in 1845 fr. arthro-

and -poda.

Arthur, n., masc. PN. — ML. Arthurus, Arturus,

fr. W. arth, 'bear', which is rel. to MIr. art, of

s.m. and cogn. with Gk. apxxoc, L. ursus 'bear'.

See arctic and cp. words there referred to.

artichoke, n. — Northern It. articiocco, altered

fr. It. carciofo, fr. Sp. alcarchofa. fr. Arab, al-

karshof, fr. al-, 'the', and karshuf, 'artichoke'.

F. artichaut, and G. Artischocke are also bor-

rowed fr. It. articiocco.

article, n. — F., fr. L. articulus, dimin. of artus.



articular

'joint', which is rel. to ars, gen. artis, 'art'. See

art, n., and cp. articular, articulate. For the end-

ing see suff. -cle.

Derivatives: article, tr. v., articl-ed, adj.

articular, adj. — L. articuldris, 'pertaining to the

joints', fr. articulus, 'joint'. See prec. word

and -ar.

Articulata, n. pi., a division of animals compris-

ing invertebrates with jointed limbs (now called

Arthropodd). — ModL., coined by the French

naturalist baron Georges-Leopold-Chretien-

Fr6d6ric-Dagobert Cuvier (l 769-1 832) fr. L.

articulatus, 'jointed', pp. of articulare. See next

word.

articulate, tr. and intr. v. — L. articulatus, pp. of

articulare, 'to separate into joints; to utter dis-

tinctly', fr. articulus, 'joint'. See article and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives : articulat-ed, adj., articulation (q.v.),

articulat-ive, adj., articulat-or, n., articulat-ory,

adj.

articulate, adj. — L. articulatus, pp. of articulare.

See articulate, v.

articulation, n. — F., fr. L. articuldtionem, ace.

of articulatio, 'separation into joints', fr. arti-

culatus, pp. of articulare. See articulate, v., and

-ion.

artifact, n., anything made by human art {pale-

ont.) — Compounded of L. ars, gen. artis, 'art',

and facere, 'to make, do'. See art and fact and

cp. next word.

artifice, n., l) skill; 2) trickery. — F., fr. L. arti-

ficium, 'handicraft, skill, ingenuity, dexterity;

craft, cunning, device', fr. artifex, gen. artificis,

'craftsman', which is formed fr. ars, gen, artis,

'art', and -ficere, fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See

art, n., and fact and cp. artifact. For the change

of Latin d (in facere) to i (in arti-fic-, the stem

of arti-fex) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivative: artific-er, n.

artificial, adj. — L. artificidlis, 'pertaining to art,

artificial', fr. artificium. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives; artificial, n., artificial-ity, n.,arti-

ficialize (q.v.), artificial-ly, adv., artificial-ness, n.

artillery, n. — OF. (= F.) artillerie, fr. artillier,

'to provide with engines of war', fr. ML. arti-

cula, 'engine of war', dimin. of L. ars. gen. artis,

'art'. See art, n., and cp. words there referred to.

For sensedevelopment cp. engirte, fr. L. ingenium,

'nature, disposition, capacity'.

Derivative: artiller-ist, n.

artinite, n., a hydrous magnesium carbonate

{mineral.) — Named after the Italian mineral-

ogist Ettore Artini (1866-1928). For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

Artiodactyla, n., an order of mammals {zooi.) —
ModL., lit. 'having even-numbered toes', fr. Gk.

SpTio?, 'even', and SdcxTuXo?, 'finger, toe'. For

the first element see art, for the second see

dactyl.
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artisan, n. — F., fr. It. artigiano, fr. VL. *artl-

tianus, fr. L. artltus, pp. of artlre, 'to instruct

in arts', fr. ars, gen. artis, 'art'. See art. For the

ending cp. partisan.

artist, n. — F. artiste, fr. It. artista, which is

formed fr. L. ars gen. artis, 'art'. See art and -ist.

artiste, n. — F. See prec. word.

artistic, adj. — F. artistique, fr. artiste. See prec.

word and -ic.

Derivative: artistic-al-ly, adv.

artistry, n. — Coined by Browning fr. artist and

suff. -ry.

Arum, n., a genus of plants; (jiot cap.) any plant

of this genus (bot.) — L., fr. Gk. licpov, 'the

cuckoopint', a word of Egyptian origin. See

Plinius, Historia Naturalis, 19, 96, and cp.

Araceae.

Aruncus, n., a genus of plants, the goat's beard

(ftof.) _ L. aruncus (a word used by Pliny), fr.

Gk. -iipuYYO?. Dor. SpuYyo?- 'goatsbeard'. See

Eiryngium.

Arundinaria, n., a genus of bamboo grasses (bot.)

ModL., fr. L. arundo, gen. -inis, 'reed'. See

Arundo, adj. suff. -ary and suff. -ia.

Arundo, n., a genus of grasses (bot.)— L. arundo,

harundo, 'reed', of uncertain origin.

arupa, adj., without form (Hindu religion). — OI.

arUpah, formed fr. priv. pref. a- and riipa(i,

'form'. See priv. pref. an- and rupa.

Arval, adj., pertaining to the Fratres Arvales

(Rom. relig.) — L. armlis, 'pertaining to a culti-

vated field', fr. arvum, 'arable field, cultivated

land', which is rel. to arare, 'to plow', and cogn.

with Gk. dcpouv, 'to plow', ipoupa, 'arable land'.

See arable and adj. suff. -al.

arvej6n, n., the chickling vetch. — Sp., (r.arvejo,

'bastard chick-pea', rel. to arveja, 'vetch', fr. L.

ervilia, 'the chick-pea', which is rel. to ervum,

'the bitter vetch'. See Ervum.

-ary, adj. suff. meaning 'pertaining to, connected

with', as in arbitrary. — ME. -arie, -arye, de-

rived fr. L. -drius, fern, -aria, neut. -drium, either

directly or through the medium of OF. -ier,

AF. -er or F. -aire. Cp. adj. suff. -ory.

-ary, subst. suff. meaning 'a man belonging to,

or engaged, in something', as in emissary, no-

tary. — L. -drius, prop, identical with adj. suff.

-drius. See adj. suff. -ary.

-ary, subst. suff. denoting 'a place for, or abound-

ing in, something', as in aviary. — L. -drium,

prop. neut. of the adj. suff. -drius, used to form

substantives. See prec. suffixes and cp. -arium,

and -er in the sense 'receptacle for'.

-ary, adj. suff., meaning 'pertaining to', as in

exemplary. — L. -am.TheregularEnglishequiv-

alent of L. -dris is -ar (q.v.)

Aryan, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

01. dryal), 'noble', which is rel. to OPers. ariya,

'noble' (whence Pers. Iran, 'Persia'). Cp. Iran-

ian. As a synonym for 'Indo-European' the

term Aryan was introduced by the German

philologist Friederich Max Muller (1823-1900).
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Derivatives: Aryan-ism, n., Aryan-ize, tr. v.,

Aryan-iz-ation, n.

aryballus, n., a bottle with a short neck and glob-

ular body (Greek antig.)— L., fr. Gk. dtpii^aX-

Xo?, 'bag or purse; globular bottle for hold-

ing oil', prob. a North Balkanic loan word. See

Frisk, GEW., I, p. 156.

arytenoid, adj., pertaining to two small cartilages

in thelarynx (anat.)—Gk. apuTaLvoeiS7)i;,'shaped

like a pitcher', coined by Galen fr. dcpuTaiva,

'a pitcher' and -oeiSr)?, 'like', fr. sXSoq, 'form,

shape'. The first element is rel. to ipuTjjp,

'ladle', fr. Apiieiv (Att. apuxetv), 'to draw' (water,

wine, etc.) which prob. stands for *fapiieiv, and

is rel. to Eupioxsiv, 'to find' ; see heuristic. For

the second element see -old.

Derivatives: arytenoid, n., arytenoid-al, adj.

as, adv. — ME. as(e), als(e), also, al swa, fr. OE.

ealswd, slswd, alswd, prop, 'all so', rel. to

MHG. als, dlse, also, 'so, as, than', G. als, 'as,

than'. See also.

Derivatives: as, conj., pron., prep.

as, n., Roman copper coin. — L. as (for *ass),

gen. assis, prob. lit. meaning 'square piece of

metal' (such was the original form of the coin),

and orig. identical with assis, axis, 'plank, disc',

which is rel. to asser, 'pole, stake, post'. See

ashlar and cp. the second element in ambsace.

as-, assimilated form of ad- before s.

asafetida, asafoetida, n. — A ModL. hybrid

coined fr. asa (fr. Pers. aza, 'mastic') and L.

foetida, fem. of foetidus, 'stinking'. See fetid.

asana, n., seat; sitting. — OI. dsanafi, formed

from the stem of dste, 'he sits', which is cogn.

with Hitt. esa, esari, 'he sits', eszi, 'he causes

to sit', Gk. ^[xai, 'I sit'.

asarabacca, n., the wild ginger (bot.) — Com-
pounded of L. asarum, 'hazelwort', and bacca,

'berry'. See Asarum and bacci-.

asaron, n., a crystalline compound, found espe-

cially in the oils of plants of the genus Asarum.
— Gk. Sirapov, 'hazelwort' ofuncertain, possibly

Sem. origin. Cp. next word.

Asarum, n., a genus of herbs of the family Aristo-

lochiaceae (6of.) — ModL., fr. L. asarum,

'hazelwort, wild spikenard', fr. Gk. iSaapov.

See asaron.

asbestine, adj., pertaining to asbestos. — L. as-

bestinus, fr. Gk. aap^oTivo?, fr. SaPeaTo?. See

next word and adj. suff. -ine (representing L.

-I'/iiii).

asbestos, n. — L. asbestos, fr. Gk. SctPecttoi;, lit.

'unquenchable, inextinguishable', fr. 4- (see

priv. pref. a-) and ofiecrrii;, verbal adj. of

oPcwijvai, 'to quench, extinguish', which derives

fr. I.-E. base *g'^es-, 'to quench, extinguish',

whence also Lith. gestii, gisti, 'to go out, be
extinguished', OSlav. gaSg, gasiti, of s.m., Hitt.

kishtari, 'is being put out', Toch. A kas-, B kes-,

kas-, 'to go out, be extinguished'.

asbolite, n., a mineral containing oxide of cobalt.

— Formed with subst. sufT. -tte fr. Gk. i.a^'kr\.

'soot', which is perhaps rel. to Gk. iiJC,%, 'dry-

ness', (Si^Eiv, 'to dry up, parch', and cogn. with

Goth, azgo, 'ashes', L. drere (for *dsere), 'to be

dry', ardere, 'to bum'. See ardent and cp. ash,

'powdery substance'.

Ascaridae, n. pi., a genus of Nematoda or thread-

worms. — ModL., fr. Gk. aojcapii;, hen. -iSo?,

'worm in the intestines', which is rel. to oxa-

pit^Eiv, Att. acwapi^stv, 'to jump', axaipsiv, 'to

skip, dance', oxtpTav (freq. of trxaipeiv), 'to

leap, bound', oxiipo?, 'the parrot fish' Qit. 'the

leaping one'), fr. I.-E. base *sger-, 'to leap,

bound'. See Scams and -idae.

ascend, tr. and intr. v. — L. ascendere, 'to climb

up, mount', fr. ad- and scandere, 'to climb'. See

scan and cp. descend. For the change of Latin

a (in scandere) to e (in as-c^ndere) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

ascendance, ascendence, n. — Formed fr. ascend-

ant resp. ascendent, with suff. -ce.

ascendancy, ascendency, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -cy.

ascendant, ascendent, n. — F. ascendant (adj. and

n.), fr. L. ascendentem, ace. of ascendens, pres.

part, of ascendere. See ascend and -ancy, resp.

-ency.

ascension, n. — F., fr. L. ascensionem, ace. of as-

censio, 'ascent', fr. ascensus, pp. of ascendere.

See ascend and -ion and cp. descension.

Derivative: ascention-al, adj.

ascensive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

ascensus, pp. of ascendere. See ascend and cp.

descensive.

ascent, n. — Formed fr. ascend on analogy of

descent (fr. descend).

ascertain, tr. v.— OF. acertener, fr. a, 'to' (see a),

and certain. See certain.

Derivatives : aiccr/ai«-a6/e, adj., ascertain-er, n.,

ascertain-ment, n.

ascetic, adj., self-denying, austere. — Gk. dta-

xvjtikAi;, 'practiced, laborious, athletic', fr.

a<jxT)TT)i;, 'one who practices any art or trade',

fr. aoxeiv, 'to form by art, to practice gym-

nastics, to practice, exercise', which is of un-

certain origin. The word ascetic was introduced

into English by Sir Thomas Brown (1663- 1704).

Derivatives: ascetic, n., ascetic-al-ly, adv., as-

cetic-ism, n.

ascidian, n., a sea squirt (zool.) — Gk. icmiSiov,

dimin. of ioxoi;, 'leather bag'. See ascus.

ascites, n., accumulation of fluid in the peritoneal

cavity (med.) — Gk. aiTxtTif)<;, 'a kind of drop-

sy', short for doxfTTji; iSSpcjii', lit- 'a baglike

dropsy', fr. aoxoi;. See ascus.

Asclepiadaceae, n. pi., the milkweed family (bot.)

— ModL., formed fr. next word with suff.

-aceae.

Asclepias, n., a genus of plants, the milkweed. —
L. asclepias, name of a plant, fr. Gk. acrxXrjmi?,

fr. 'AaxXif)m6i;, name of the god of medicine;

see next word and -ad. Asclepias orig. meant

'the plant dedicated to Asclepius'.



Asclepius

Asclepius, n., the god of medicine in Greek my-

thology. — Gk. 'ATOXy)Tci.65, of uncertain ori-

gin. Cp. Asclepias, Aesculapian.

asco-, combining form meaning 'bladder'. —
Gk. dcCTxo-, fr. txaxo?, 'leather bag, wine skin'.

See ascus.

ascospore, n., a spore formed in an ascus {hot.)—
Compounded of asco- and a-Kopoq, 'a sowing'.

See spore,

ascribe, tr. v. — L. ascrlbere, 'to add to in a

writing', fr. ad- and scribere, 'to write'. See

scribe.

Derivatives: ascrib-able, adj., ascrib-er, n.

ascription, n. — L. ascriptio, gen. -onis, fr. ascrip-

tus, pp. of ascrlbere. See prec. word and -ion.

ascus, n., a sac in certain fungi (,bot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. a<jx6q, 'leather bag, wine skin' ;
of un-

certain origin. It is possibly cogn. with OI.

dlkah, 'covering garment'. Cp. ascidian, ascites,

askos.

Ascyrum, n., a genus of plants (hot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. Sa>tupov, 'St. John's wort', which is of

unknown origin.

-ase, suff. denoting enzymes (biochemistry). —
The ending of diastase (q.v.), the first enzyme

isolated, became the regular suffix for forming

nouns denoting enzymes. Cp. -ese.

aseity, n., being by itself (p/i//o5.) — ML. dseitas,

'state of being by itself, fr. L. a se, 'from, or of,

himself. See a-, 'from', sui and -ity.

asepsis, n., absence of sepsis (med.) — Medical

L., formed fr. priv. pref. a- and sepsis,

aseptic, adj., pertaining to asepsis, not producing

sepsis (med.) — Formed fr. priv. pref. a- and

iTY)TrTi.x6c;, 'putrefactive'. See septic.

Derivatives: aseplic-al-ly, adv., aseptic-ism, n.,

aseptic-ize, tr. v.

aseptol, n, an antiseptic preparation (pharm.) —
Coined fr. aseptic and suff. -ol (representing L.

oleum, 'oil').

asexual, adj., not sexual. — A hybrid coined fr.

Gk. a-, 'not' (see priv. pref. a-), and sexual, a

word of Latin origin.

Derivatives: asexual-ily, n., asexual-ly, adv.

ash, n., usually in pi. ashes, a powdery substance

that remains after burning anything. — ME.

asche, fr. OE. asce, xsce, rel. to ON., Swed. aska,

Dan. fli^, OHG. asca, MHG., G. asche, Goth.

azgo, 'ashes' (whence Sp. and Port, ascua, 'red

hot coal"), fr. L-E. *as-gdn, *as-ghdn, 'ashes',

fr. L-E. base *as-, 'to burn, glow', whence also

L. drere (for *dsere), 'to be dry', ardere, 'to

burn'. See ardent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: ash-en, adj., ash-ery , n., ash-y,

adj.

ash, n., any tree of the genus Fraxinus. — ME.

asch, esch, fr. OE. xsc, rel. to ON. askr, OS., Dan.

Swed., OHG. ask, MDu. esce, Du. es, MHG.
asch, esche, G. Esche, and cogn with Arm. hacj,

'ash'. Alb. ah, 'beech', Gk. o^ua, 65i)7), ^J^v.,

'beech', and—with -n-formative element—with

Russ. jdsen', Olr. uinnius, W., OCo. onnen (fr.
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base*omd, for *osnd), 'ash' , L. ornus (for *osinos),

'the wild mountain ash'. The original L-E. base

*dsis appears in Lith. uosis, Lett, uosis, OPruss.

woasis, 'ash'.

Derivative: ash-en, adj.

ashamed, adj. — Pp. of obsol. ashame, fr. ME.

aschamien, fr. OE. dscamian, 'to put to shame',

which is formed fr. intensive pref. a- and

scamian, 'to put to shame'. See shame.

Ashamnu, n., the shorter of the two alphabetical

confessions of sins recited in the liturgy of

Yom Kippur {Jewish religion). — Heb. Asham-

nu, 'we have trespassed', fr. dshdm, 'he has tres-

passed', rel. to dshdm, 'offence, guilt, guilt of-

fering', and to Arab, dthima, 'he has sinned',

ithm, 'offence'.

Asher, n., i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible: a) a son

of Jacob; b) the tribe descended from him. —
Heb. Asher, lit. 'happy' (see Gen. 30: 13), rel. to

ishsher, 'he pronounced happy', osher, 'happi-

ness', ashre, 'happy is', and prob. also to Arab.

ydsara, 'was gentle, easy, happy'. Cp. the PN.

Felix, fr. L./e/fx, 'happy'.

asherah, n., a Canaanitish and Phoenician god-

ess; a sacred tree or pole. — Heb. dsherd'', of

uncertain origin.

Ashkenaz, n., the eldest son of Gomer (Gen.

10:3); also name of a people mentioned in Jere-

miah (51:27); in the Middle Ages applied to

Germany. — Heb. Ashkenaz. Cp. Euxine.

Ashkenazim, n. pi., the Jews of Germany, central

and northern Europe. — Heb. Ashkenazztm,

pi. formed fr. Ashkenaz. See prec. word.

ashlar, n., 1) a squared building stone; 2)masonry

of squared stones. — ME. ascheler, fr. OF. ais-

selier, fr. L. axillaris, fr. axis, 'board, plank', a

collateral form oiassis, of s.m., which is rel. to

asser,'po\t, stake, post'. Axis, 'axle', is not rel. to

axis in the above sense. Cp. as, n., atelier. For

the ending see suff. -ar.

Derivatives: ashlar-ed, adj., ashlar-ing, n.

ashore, adv. — Formed fr. a- 'on', and shore,

ashrafi, n., name of various gold coins, esp. a

gold coin in Persia. — Pers., fr. Arab.

dshraf, lit. 'noble ones", pi. of sharlf, 'noble',

fr. shdrafa. 'he was exalted, he was noble'.

See shereef and cp. words there referred to.

ashrama, n., hermitage (Hinduism). — Ol. dsrd-

mah, fr. adnorainal pref. d- and srdmah, 'effort,

toil, fatigue', whence srdmyali, 'he becomes

tired', which is rel. to Ol. klamyati, kldmati, 'he

slackens, languishes' and cogn.^ with OSlav.

kromiii, 'to tame", chromu, 'lame'.

Ashtoreth, n., a Canaanitish goddess, identical

with Astarte. — Heb. 'AshlSreth. rel. to Ugar.

'strt, Akkad. Ishtar. Cp. Ishtar, Astarte, Aphro-

dite, and the first element in Atargatis. Cp. also

April.

Ashura, n., name of the Mohammedan fast ob-

served on the loth day of the month Muhar-

ram.— Arab. 'Asliurd', lit. 'the tenth', Arabized

fr. Heb. 'asdr, 'the tenth day', which is rel. to

1

113

'dsdrd" (fem.), 'ten'. The Arabic word shows

Aramaic influence; the ending -a represents the

Aramaic article. See asor.

Asia, n. — L. Asia, fr. Gk. ' AatS, 'Asia', fr. Ak-

kad. d?u, 'to go out; to rise' (said of the sun),

which is rel. to Heb. ydtzd\ 'went out; rose'

(said of the sun), Aram, y^'d, 'went forth; burst

forth, bloomed', Ethiop. wadda, 'went out',

Arab, wddu'a, 'was or became beautiful, neat

or clean'. Accordingly Asia orig. denoted 'the

Region of the Rising Sun', in contradistinction

to Europe, which orig. meant 'the Region of the

Setting Sun' (see Europe). Cp. hamotzi. Cp. also

wudu.

Asian, adj. and n.— L. Asidnus, fr. Gk. '
Aaiavo?,

fr. 'Aaia. See prec. word and cp. next word.

Derivatives: Asian-ic, adj., Asian-ism, n.

Asiatic, adj. and n.— L. Asidticus, fr. Gk. 'ActiS-

Tixoc fr. 'AatS, 'Asia'. See Asia and cp. prec.

word.

Derivatives: Asiatic-al-ly, adv., Asiatic-ism, n.,

Asiatic-ize, tr. v.

aside, adv., prep., and n. — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and side.

Asilidae, n. pi., a family of flies (zool.)— ModL.,

fr. L. asllus. See next word and -idae.

Asilus, n., a genus of flies (zool.) — L. asllus,

'gadfly, horsefly', prob. of Etruscan origin. See

A.Ernout in Bulletin de la societe de linguisti-

que, 30, iio^.

Asimina, n., a genus of trees, the North American

papaw (60?.) — ModL., fr. Can. F. assiminier,

'papaw tree', fr. Illinois Indian rassimina.

asinego, n., a little ass, a fool. — Sp. asnico, di-

min. of asno, 'an ass', fr. L. asinus, of s.m. See

next word.

asinine, adj., like an ass; stupid. — L. asinlnus,

fr. asinus, 'ass, dolt, blockhead'. See ass and

cp. words there referred to. For the ending see

suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

-asis, suff. used in medical terminology to

denote a state or condition. — Medical L.

-asis, fr. Gk. -act;, formed from the aorist

of verbs into -au, -co (inf. -aeiv, -Sv). Cp. -esis,

-osis, -iasis.

ask, tr. and intr. v. — ME. asken, axien, fr. OE.

dscian, dcsian, rel. to OS. escon, Dan. seske,

Swed. dska, OFris. dskia, MDu. eiscen, Du.

eisen, 'to ask, demand', OHG. eiscon, heiscdn,

'to ask (a question)', MHG. eischen, heischen,

G. heischen, 'to ask, demand', and cogn. with

01. icchdti (for *is-ske-ti), 'seeks, desires'. Arm.

aic (for *ais-skd-), 'investigation', OSlav. iskati,

'to seek', Lith. ieskau, ieskoti, 'to seek', OL
ismdh, 'spring, god of love', prob. also with

Gk. t^iEpo; (for* iCTixepo;), 'longing, yearning,

desire'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*aish-, 'to wish, desire, seek'.

Derivatives: ask-er, n., ask-ing, i., ask-ing-ly,

adv.

ask, n., water newt. — ME. aske, corruption of

OE. apexe, which is rel. to OS. egithassa, MDu.

haghedisse, Du. hagedis, OHG. egidehsa, MHG.
egedehse, eidehse, G. Eidechse. The first element

of these words is prob. cogn. with L. anguis,

'serpent, snake', Gk. Ix^c,, 'viper' ; see anguine

and cp. echidna. The second element is prob.

rel. to MHG. dehse, 'spindle'. For sense develop-

ment cp. Russ. weretenica, 'lizard', fr. wereteno,

'spindle'. Cp. asker.

askance, adv. — ME. askaunce; of uncertain

origin.

askari, n., a native soldier of East Africa. —
Arab, 'askari, 'a soldier', fr. 'dskar, 'an army',

fr. Late Gk. s^epxTjTov, ultim. fr. L. exer-

citus, 'army', fr. exercere, 'to train, drill'. See

exercise and cp. lascar.

askew, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and skew.

asker, n., a newt (dial.)— Formed fr. ask, 'newt',

with suff. -er.

askos, n., a vase resembling a wine skin (Greek

antiq.) — Gk. aoxo;, 'leather bag, wine skin'.

See ascus.

aslant, adv. — Formed fr. a- 'on', and slant,

asleep, adv. and pred. adj. — Formed fr. a-,

'on', and sleep,

aslope, adv. and pred. adj. — Formed fr. a-,

'on', and slope.

Asmodeus, n., an evil spirit, the prince of the

demons. — L. Asmodaeus, fr. Gk. 'AanoSaioc,

fr. Talmudic Heb. Ashm^ddy, fr. Avestic Aesh-

ma-dseva, lit. 'Aeshma, the deceitful'.

asocial, adj., not social. — A hybrid coined fr.

Gk. a-, 'not' (see priv. pref. a-), and social, a

word of Latin origin.

asomatic, adj., incorporeal. — Formed with suff.

-ic fr. L. asomatus, fr. Gk. aaco|ji.aTot;, 'disem-

bodied, incorporeal', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-)

and Gk. awiia, 'body'. See somatic,

asomatous, adj., incorporeal. — Gk. aaconaxoc.

See prec. word. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk.

-o;, see -ous.

asor, n., a Hebrew ten-stringed instrument. —
Heb. "dsOr, fr. 'eser (masc), 'aiard" (fem.),

'ten', which is rel. to Aram, 'dsdr (masc), 'asrd

(fem.), Ugar. 'shr (masc), 'shrh (fem.), Arab.

'ashr (masc), 'dshara" (fem.), Ethiop. 'ashru

(masc), 'asharta (fem.), Akkad. eshri (masc),

esherlu, esherit (fem.), 'ten'. (The masc.

forms are used with fem. nouns, the fem.

ones with masc. nouns.) In the Sem. lan-

guages the orig. meaning of 'ten' seems to

have been 'gathering, collection, union'. Cp.

Arab, 'dshara, 'he formed a community', 'a-

i/i/ra", 'a tribe', 'ashtr, 'kinsman', md'shar, 'a

group of men, assembly'. Cp. Ashura.

asp, n., a snake of the viper family. — OV.aspe,

fr. L. aspidem, ace of aspis, 'asp', fr. Gk. 4a-U.

gen. acrrtSo?, of s.m., which prob. derives fr.

Heb. tzepha', 'basilisk'.

Derivative: asp-ish, adj.

asp, n. — Poetic form of aspen.

Derivative: asp-en, adj.

asparagus, n. — L., fr. Gk. aCTTTrapayot;, Att



Aspasia

dtatpapayo?, 'asparagus,' which prob. means lit.

'a sprout', and is rel. to oTrapyav, 'to swell, be

ripe', fr. l.-E. base *sper(e)g, *spher(e)g-, 'to

sprout, swell, burst', whence also L. spargere,

'to scatter'. See sparse and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also asperges and sparrow-

grass.

Aspasia, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. 'AoTraaia, fern,

of aaTiaaiot;, 'welcome', which is rel. to aaTta-

^ea^ai, 'to welcome' ; of uncertain origin,

aspect, n. — L. aspcctus, 'glance, sight, appear-

ance, countenance', fr. aspectus,^'p-'^^ ospicere,

'to look at', fr. ad- and specere, spicere 'to look

at'. See species and cp. conspectus, inspect, in-

trospect, perspective, prospect, respect, retro-

spect, suspect.

aspect, tr. v. — L. aspectare, freq. formed fr.

aspectus, pp. of aspicere. See aspect, n.

aspen, n., a variety of poplar. — Orig. an adj.

formed with suff. -en (cp. ashen, oaken) fr. asp,

'the aspen', fr. ME. aspe, asp, fr. OE. sespe, sesp,

xps, 'aspen, white poplar', which is rel. to ON.
osp, Dan., Swed. asp, MLG., MDu. espe, Du.

esp,QiWG. aspa, MHO. aspe, G. £'.r/j(»,and cogn.

with Lett. a/7M,OPruss. abse, Lith. apuse, Russ.

osina (for *opsmd).

asperate, tr. v., to make rough. — L. asperatus,

pp. of asperdre. See asperity and verbal suff. -ate.

asperges, n., the ceremony ofsprinkling (R.C.Ch.)

— L. asperges, second person sing. fut. indie.

o( aspergere, 'to sprinkle upon' ; see asperse. The
ceremony is called asperges from the opening

words of the Vulgate, Ps. 51:9 Asperges me
hyssopo, rendering Heb. t^hatt^eni b¥ez6bh

('purge me with hyssop').

aspergillum, n., a small brush for sprinkling

(R.C.Ch.)— ML., 'a small brush for sprinkling',

a diminutive formed fr. L. aspergere. See prec.

word.

Aspergillus, n., a genus of fungi (hot.) — ModL.,

a diminutive formed fr. L. aspergere. See

asperges.

asperifoliate, also asperifolious, adj., having rough

leaves. — Compounded of L. asper, 'rough',

and folium, 'leaf. See next word and foliate,

asperity, n., roughness. — F. asperite, fr. L. as-

periidicm, ace. of asperitas, 'unevenness, rough-

ness', fr. asper, 'uneven, rough', which is of un-

certain origin, Cp. Asperugo, Asperula, Aspredo,

exasperate. For the ending see suff. -ity.

asperse, tr. v., i) to besprinkle {now rare); 2) to

slander. — L. aspersus, pp. of aspergere, 'to

sprinkle upon', fr. ad- and spargere,' to scatter,

sprinkle'. See sparse and cp. asperges, disperse.

Foi- the change of Latin a (in spargere) to e (in

a-spergere) see accent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives; aspers-ed, adj., aspers-er, n., aspers-

ive, adj., aspers-ive-ly, adv.

aspersion, n. — L. aspersio, gen. -onis, fr. asper-

sus, pp. of aspergere. See prec. word and -Ion.

Asp;rug3, n., a genus of plants of the borage

1U

family (bot) — L. asperugo, 'a plant with prick-

ly leaves', fr. asper, 'rough'. See asperity.

Asperula, n. a genus of plants of the madder
family (bot.)— ModL., a diminutive formed fr.

L. asper, 'rough'. See asperity,

asphalt also asphaltum, n. — F. asphalte, fr. Late

L. asphaltus, fr. Gk. &o!fa.\i:oc„ which is of un-

certain, possibly Sem., origin. See Heinrich

Lewy, Die semitischen Fremdworter im Grie-

chischen, Berlin, 1895, p. 53.

Derivatives: asphalt, tr. v., asphalt-ine, asphalt-

ic, adjs.

asphodel, n.— L. asphodelus, fr. Gk. aa96SeXo;,

a foreign word of uncertain origin. Cp. daffodil,

which is a doublet of asphodel.

asphyxia, n.. suspended animation (med.) —
Medical L. fr. Gk. dcocpu^ia, lit. 'pulselessness',

fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and 096^1;, 'pulsation',

which is rel. to (KpuYjioi;, 'pulsation', <i9ijJ^eiv

(for *a(piJY-isiv), 'to beat, pulsate'. See sphyg-

mus and -la.

asphyxiant, adj., asphyxiating; n., an asphyxiat-

ing agent. — See prec. word and -ant.

asphyxiate, tr. v., to suffocate. — See asphyxia

and verbal sufT. -ate.

Derivative : asphyxiat-ion, n.

aspic, n., asp. — OF. (= F.) aspic, which is prob.

a blend of OF. aspe, 'asp' (see asp, 'snake'), and

OF. (= F.) basilic, 'basilisk', fr. L. basiliscus

(see basilisk), two names that are often asso-

ciated with each other.

aspic, n., a savory meat jelly. — F., the same as

aspic, 'asp' ; so called from the varied colors of

this jelly.

Aspidistra, n., a genus of plants of the lily-of-the-

valley family (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'star shield',

fr. Gk. acTKii;, gen. atTTriSo;, 'shield', and &a-cpo\),

'star'. See next word and aster,

aspldium, n., the shield fem (bot.) — ModL., Lit.

'little shield', fr. Gk. dcamStov, dimin. of aoTtig,

gen. licsniSoq, 'shield', which is of uncertain

origin.

aspirant, adj. — F., fr. L. aspirantem, ace. of a5-

pirdns, pres. part, ofaspirdre. See aspire and -ant.

aspu°ate, n. — L. aspirdlus, pp. of aspirdre. See

aspire, and adj. suff. -ate.

aspirate, tr. v. — L. aspirdtus, pp. of aspirdre.

See aspirate, n.

Derivatives: aspirat-ed, adj., aspiration (q.v.),

aspirat-or, n., aspiral-ory, adj.

aspiration, n. — L. aspirdlio, gen. -dnis, fr. as-

pirdtus, pp. of aspirdre. See next word and

-ation.

aspire, intr. v. — F. aspirer, fr. L. aspirdre, 'to

breathe or blow upon; to aspire', fr. ad- and

spirdre, 'to breathe'. See spirit and cp. con-

spire, expire, inspire, respire,

aspirin, n. (pharm.) — A hybrid coined by H.

Dreser in Piluger's Archiv in 1 899. The acetylo-

salicylic acid occurs in the flowers of the plant

Spiraea ulmaria. In order to distinguish from

this natural product the same substance gained
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chemically, the word aspirin was formed by

Dreser from priv. pref. a-, the above mentioned

plant Sp/raea, and chem. suff. -in. Hence aspirin

prop, means 'acetylo-salicylic acid which is

gained not from the Spiraea ulmaria (but in a

chemical way)'.

Asplenlum, n., a genus of ferns (bot) — ModL.,

fr. L. asplenum, 'miltwort, spleenwort', fr. Gk.

aoTrXvjvov, fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and (ttcXtjv,

'spleen' ; see spleen. The plant was so called for

its healing qualities. The name ScttlXtjvov Ut.

means 'a remedy against (the diseases of) the

spleen'.

Aspredo, n., a genus of catflshes (ichthyol.) —
ModL., fr. L. aspredo, 'roughness', fr. asper.

See asperity.

asquint, adv. and adj. — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and squint.

ass, n. — ME. asse, fr. OE. assa, fr. Olr. assan,

fr. L. asinus, 'ass, dolt, blockhead', a word bor-

rowed from a language spoken in the South of

Asia Minor, whence also Gk. ovo? (for orig.

*osonos), 'ass'. Arm. ish (collective pi. ishan-k"),

of s.m. Cp. asinego, asinine, easel, onager.

assagai, assegai, n., a hardwood spear. — Port.

azagaia, fr. Arab.-Berb. az-zaghdya", fr. az-,

assimilated form of al-, 'the', and zaghdya", 'a

spear'. Cp. lancegay.

Derivative: assagai, assegai, tr. v.

assai, adv., very (musical direction). — It., fr. L.

ad, 'to', and satis, 'enough'. See assets.

assai, n., the assai palm. — Port, assai, fr. Tupi

assahy.

assail, tr. v. — ME. assailen, fr. OF. asalir, as-

sailir (F. assaillir), fr. VL. assalire, fr. ad- and

L. satire, 'to leap, spring'. Cp. L. assilire, 'to

leap upon', and see salient. Cp. also assault.

Derivatives: assail-able, adj., assailant (q.v.),

assail-er, n., assail-ment, n.

assailant, n. — F. assaillant, pres. part, of as-

saillir. See assail and -ant.

assart, n., the act of grubbing up trees, bushes,

etc. (Old English law)— Formed—with change

of prefix—fr. OF. (= F.) essart, 'the grubbing

up of trees', fr. VL. exsartum, fr. L. ex, 'out of
(see 1st ex-), and the stem oisarire (also spelled

sarrire), 'to grub, hoe', whence also sarculum,

(for *sart-lom), 'hoe'; cogn. with OI. sfitt,

'sickle', Sfnih, 'elephant goad'. L. sarire is rel.

to sarpere, 'to cut off", lop, trim'. See sarmentum.

assart, tr. v. — OF. essarter, 'to grub up trees',

fr. essart. See assart, n.

assassin, n., murderer. — F., fr. It. assassino, fr.

Arab, hashshdshtn, 'drinkers of hashish', fr.

hashish, 'hemp' ; see hashish. The first assassins

were the fanatic followers of the Shaykh-ul-

Jabal (the Old Man of the Mountains), who
committed their murders under the intoxication

of hashish. The plural suff. -in in assassin was

mistaken for part of the word. Cp. Bedouin.

Derivatives: assassin-ate, tr. v., assassin-at-

ion, n.

assault, n. — ME. asaut, fr. OF. asaut (F. 05-

saut), fr. VL. *assaltus, fr. ad- and L. saltus,

'a leap', fr. salire, 'to leap, spring'. See salient

and cp. assail.

assault, tr. v. — OF. assauter, fr. VL. assaltdre,

fr. ad- and L. saltdre, freq. of salire. See as-

sault, n.

Derivative: assault-er, n.

assay, n. — ME., fr. OF. assai, which was form-

ed—with change of prefix—from OF. essai,

essay (F. essai), fr. L. cxagium, 'a weighing',

fr. exigere, 'to weigh, measure, examine', Ut.

'to drive out', fr. 1st ex- and agere, 'to drive'.

Cp. It. saggio (with the loss of the initial

syllable) and the verb assaggiare (with the same

change of pref. as in English). See agent, adj.,

and cp. essay. Cp. also exigent, exiguous.

assay, tr. v. — ME. assayen, fr. OF. assayer, a

collateral form of essaier, essayer, fr. assai,

resp. essai, essay. See assay, n.

Derivatives: assay-able, adj., assay-er, n., assay-

ing, n.

assecuration, n., insurance (law). — ML. asse-

curdtio, gen. -onis, fr. ad- and L. secdrus, 'free

from care, careless'. See secure.

assecurator, n. (law). — See prec. word and agen-

tial suff. -or.

assemblage, n. — F. assemblage, 'gathering, as-

semblage', fr. assembler. See next word and

-age.

assemble, tr. and intr. v. — ME. assemblen, fr.

OF. (= F.) assembler, 'to gather, assemble', fr.

L. assimuldre, 'to make like, think like', in later

sense 'to gather at the same time', fr. ad- and

simuldre, 'to make like, imitate', fr. simul,

'together'. See simulate.

Derivative: assembl-er, n.

assembly, n. — ME. assemblee, fr. OF. assemblee

(F. assemblee), prop. fem. pp. of assembler, 'to

assemble', used as a noun. See prec. word and

-y (representing OF. -e, -ee).

assent, intr. v. — ME. assenten, fr. OF. asenter,

assenter, fr. L. assentdri, 'to agree with', freq.

formed fr. assentire, assentiri, fr. ad- and sentire,

'to feel'. See sense and cp. consent, dissent,

resent.

Derivatives: assentation (q.v.), assent-er, n.,

assent-ive, adj., assent-ive-ness, n.

assent, n. — ME., fr. OF., back formation fr. as-

senter. See prec. word.'

assentation, n. — L. assentdlid, gen. -dnis, 'a

flattering assent', fr. assentdtus, pp. of assen-

tdri. See assent, v., and -ation.

assentient, adj., assenting; n., one who assents. —
L. assentiens. gen. -enlis. pres. part, of assentire.

See assent, v., and -ent.

assert, tr. v. — L. assertus, pp. of asserere, 'to

claim, maintain, affirm', lit. 'to join to oneself,

fr. ad- and serere, 'to join together, connect.

combine'. See series and cp. dissert, insert.

Derivatives: assert-er, n., assertion (q.v.), assert-

ive, adj., assert-ive-ly, adv., assert-ive-ness, n.



assertion

assertion, n. — L. assertio, gen. -onis, fr. assertus,

pp. of asserere. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: assertion-al, adj.

assertory, adj. — L. assertorius, 'pertaining to an

assertion, assertive', fr. assertus, pp. of asserere.

See assert and adj. suff. -cry.

Derivatives: assertori-al, adj., assertori-al-ly,

adv.

assess, tr. v., to evaluate for taxation. — ME.
assessen, fr. OF. assesser, fr. Late L. assessdre,

freq. formed fr. L. assessus, pp. of assidere, 'to

sit by or near; to assist in office', fr. ad- and

sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary and cp. assiduous,

assize. Cp. also cess, 'tax', which is an aphetic

form of assess.

Derivatives: assess-able, adj., assess-ee, n., as-

sess-ment, n., assessor (q.v.)

assessor, n. — ME. assessour, fr. OF. assessour

(F. assesseur), fr. L. assessorem, ace. of assessor,

lit. 'a sitter by', fr. assessus, pp. of assidere. See

prec. word and agential suff. -or.

Derivative; assessor-ial, adj.

assets, n. — Orig. a singular noun fr. OF. asez

(pronounced asets) (whence F. assez), 'enough',

fr. VL. *ad-satis, 'in sufficiency', fr. L. ad, 'to' (see

ad-), and satis, 'enough'. Cp. OProvcng. assatz,

'enough', It. assai, 'much', which also derive fr.

VL. *ad-satis, and see satis, sad.

asseverate, tr. v., to affirm. — L. asseverdtus, pp.

of asseverdre, 'to act with earnestness, to assert

strongly' (said of speech), fr. ad- and severus,

'serious, grave, strict, austere'. See severe and

cp. persevere.

Derivatives: asseverat-ive, adj., asseverat-ive-ly,

adv., assever-at-ory, adj.

asseveration, n., affirmation. — L. asseverdtio,

gen. -dnis, 'vehement assertion', fr. asseverdtus,

pp. of asseverdre. See prec. word and -ion.

assibilate, tr. v., to make sibilant. — L. assibi-

Idtus, pp. of assibildre, fr. ad- and sibildre, 'to

hiss'. See sibilant.

Derivative: assibilat-ion, n.

assiduity, n. — L. assiduitds, gen. -idtis, 'con-

tinual presence', fr. assiduus. See next word

and -ity.

assiduous, adj., i) constant in application; 2) dili-

gent. — L. assiduus, 'busy; incessant, continual,

constant', lit. 'sitting by (one's work)', fr. assi-

dere, 'to sit by', fr. ad- and sedere, 'to sit'. See

ad- and sedentary. For the change of Latin e

(in sedere) to i (in as-sidere), see abstinent and

cp. words there referred to. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives :aii/y«o«j-/)', adv., assiduous-ness, n.

assiento, asiento, n., contract or convention. —
Sp. asiento, fr. asentar, 'to adjust, settle, estab-

lish', lit. 'to place on a chair', formed fr. a

(fr. L. ad, 'to'), and sentar, 'to place on a chair,

set, set up, establish', fr. L. sedens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of sedere, 'to sit'. See ad- and seden-

tary,

assign, tr. v. — ME. assignen, fr. OF. aligner, as-
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signer, fr. L. assigndre, 'to assign, allot, distrib-

ute', lit. 'to mark out', fr. ad- and signdre, 'to

mark', fr. signutn, 'mark, token, sign'. See sign,

n., and cp. design.

Derivatives: assign-able, adj., assignabl-y, adv.

assign, n., one assigned. — F. assigne, pp. of as-

signer. See prec. word and cp. assignee,

assignat, n., paper money issued by the French

revolutionary government (1789-96).— F., fr. L.

assigndtum, neut. pp. of assigndre. See assign, v.

assignation, n
.
, appointment to meet ; assignment

.

— ME. assignacion, fr. OF. assignacion (F.

assignation), fr. L. assigndtionem, ace. of assig-

ndtio, 'allotment', fr. assigndtus, pp. of assig-

ndre. See assign, v., and -ation.

assignee, n., an assign. — F. assigne, pp. of ai-

signer, fr. L. assigndre. See assign, v., and cp.

assign, n.

assignment, n. — ME. assignement, fr. OF. as-

signement, fr. assigner. See assign, v., and -ment.

assimilate, tr. and intr. v. — L. assimildtus, pp.

of assimildre, 'to make like, liken', fr. ad- and

simildre, 'to make similar to', fr. similis, 'like, re-

sembling'. See similar and verbal suff. -ate and

cp. assemble.

Derivatives: assimilation (q.v.), assimilat-ive,

adj., assimilat-or, n., assimilat-ory, adj.

assimilation, n. — L. assimildtio, gen. assimild-

tionis, 'likeness, similarity', fr. assimildtus, pp.

of assimildre. See assimilate and -ion.

assist, tr. and intr. v. — F. assister, 'to stand by,

help, assist', fr. L. assistere, 'to stand by', fr. ad-

and sistere, 'to cause to stand, put, place; to

stand still, stand', from the reduphcated base of

stdre, 'to stand'. Cp. OI. tisthati, Avestic hish-

taiti, 'stands', and Gk. ictt7)[xi, 'I cause to stand,

place; I stand', which stands for *ai-aT7;[xi,

and see state. Cp. also consist, desist, exist,

insist, persist, resist, subsist.

assistance, n. — F., fr. assistant. See next word

and -ce.

assistant, adj. and n. — F. assistant, adj. and n.,

prop. pres. part, of assister. See assist and -ant.

assize, n. — ME. assise, fr. OF. asise, 'session'

(whence F. assises, 'the assizes'), prop. fcm.

pp. of asseoir, 'to cause to sit, to set', fr. L. as-

sidere, 'to sit by'. See assess and cp. size.

Derivatives: assize, tr. v., assize-ment, n., assiz-

er, n.

associable, adj. — F., fr. associer, fr. L. associare.

See next word and -able.

Derivatives: associabil-ity, n., associable-ness,n.

associate, tr. and intr. v. — L. associdtus, pp. of

associdre, 'to join to, unite with', fr. ad- and

socidre, 'to join together, associate', fr. socius.

'companion'. See sociable and verbal sutT. -ate

and cp. consociate, dissociate.

Derivatives: associat-ed, adj., association, asso-

ciative (qq.v.)

associate, adj. — L. associdtus, pp. of associdre.

See prec. word.

Derivative: associate, n.

.

117

association, n. — F., fr. ML. associdlionem, ace.

of associdtid, fr. L. associdtus, pp. of associdre.

See associate, v., and -ion, and cp. consociation,

dissociation. Derivative: associalion-al, adj.

associative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive from

the verb associate; first used by Coleridge.

Derivatives: associative-ly, adv., associative-

ness, n.

assoil, tr. v., to absolve (archaic). — ME. assoi-

len, fr. OF. assoile, pres. subjunctive of assoldre

(F. absoudre), 'to absolve'. See absolve, which

is the doublet of assoil.

Derivative: assoil-ment, n.

assoilzie, tr. v., to acquit {Scot. law). — Formed

fr. prec. word.

assonance, n. — F., fr. assonant. See next word

and -ce and cp. sonance and words there re-

ferred to.

assonant, adj. — F., fr. L. assonantem, ace. of as-

sondns, pres. part, of assondre, 'to sound to, res-

pond to',fr. ad- and sondre, 'to sound'. See sound,

'voice',and cp. sonantand words there referred to.

assonate, intr. v. — L. assondtus, pp. of assondre.

See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

assort, tr. and intr. v. — OF. assorter, 'to assort,

match', fr. a, 'to' (see a), and sorte, 'sort, kind,

species'. See sort, v. and n. The change of con-

jugation in F. assortir, of s.m., is due to the in-

fluence of the verb sortir, 'to go out'.

Derivatives: assort-ative, adj., assort-ed, adj.,

assort-er, n., assort-ive, adj., assort-ment, n.

assuage, tr. v., to mitigate; to soothe. — ME.
asuagen, fr. OF. asuager, assouager, assouagier,

fr. a, 'to' (see a), and L. sudvis, 'sweet'. See

sweet and cp. suave.

Derivatives: assuag-er, n., assuagement (q.v.)

assuagement, n. — OF. assouagement, fr. assou-

ager. See assuage and -ment.

assuetude, n., custom, habit (med.) — L. assue-

tadd, fr. assuetus, pp. of assuescere, "to accus-

tom', fr. ad- and suescere, 'to become used or

accustomed', fr. I.-E. base *swedh-, 'to make
one's own'. See custom and cp. consuetude. For

the ending see suff. -tude.

assume, tr. and intr. v. — L. assdmere, 'to take

to (oneself), take up, adopt, usurp', fr. ad- and

sUmere, 'to take' ; which is compounded of sub-,

"under', and emere, 'to take'. See exempt and
cp. consume, presume, resume, subsume. Cp. also

redeem.

Derivatives: assum-ed, adj., assum-ed-ly, adv.,

assum-ing, adj., assum-ing-ly, adv.

assumption, n. — L. assumptid, gen. -onis, 'a tak-

ing, receiving', fr. assdmptus, pp. of assdmere.

See prec. word and ->on and cp sumption and

words there referred to.

assumptive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

assdmptus, pp. of assdmere. See assume and cp.

prec. word.

assurance, n. — OF. aseiirance (F. assurance),

fr. aseiirer. See assure and -ance.

assure, tr. v. — OF. aseiirer (F. assurer), fr. Late

L. assecurdre, fr. ad- and L. securus, 'safe'. See

secure, sure.

Derivatives: assur-ed, adj., assur-ed-ly, adv.,

assur-ed-ness, n., assur-er, n., assur-ing, adj., as-

sur-ing-ly, adv.

assurgent, adj., rising. — L. assurgens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of assurgere, 'to rise up', fr. ad- and
surgere, 'to rise'. See surge and cp. insurgent.

Assyria, n. — L. Assyria, fr. Gk. 'Aaaupta (short

for 'AoCTupia y^, 'the Assyrian land'), fem. of

'Aamipto?, 'pertaining to Assyria', fr. Akkad.
Ashshur. Cp. Heb. Ashshiir, Gen. 10:10. Cp.

also Syria.

Derivatives: Assyri-an, adj. and n., Assyri-an-

ize, V.

Assyriology, n., the study of the history and

language of Assyria. — Compounded of As-

syria and Gk. -AoytS, fr. -Xoyoc;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: Assyriolog-ic-al, adj., Assyriolog-

ist, n.

-ast, agential suff., identical in meaning to -ist. —
F. -aste, fr. L. -asta, fr. Gk. -aaxYji;, which stands

for -an-TTiq, and is formed fr. -ao- (the ending

of the stem of the verbs in -dc^eiv) and agential

suff. -TT):;. Cp. -ist.

Astarte, n., a Phoenician goddess, identical with

Greek Aphrodite. — L., fr. Gk. 'AaTapT-r;, fr.

Heb.-Phoen. 'Ashtoretlt. See Ashtoreth and cp.

Aphrodite.

astatic, adj. (electricity) — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. Gk. (XfTTaxo?, 'not steadfast', fr. d- (see priv.

pref. a-) and aTa-rA?, 'standing', verbal adj. of

I'cTY)^!, (for *CTi-oTir)(jii), 'I cause to stand, place;

I stand'. See static.

astatine, n., name of a radioactive element (cliem.)

— Formed with chem. suff. -inc, fr. Gk.

OLd-aToti, 'unstable'. See prec. word.

asteism, n., genteel irony. — Gk. aaTetajioi;,

'wit, witticism', fr. daTEicg, 'of the town', fr.

Sa-pj, 'town, city', esp. 'the city of Athens', fr.

orig. fdoTij [cp. Arcadian faaaxiji"/''' 'g^n. of

faacTuoxoi;), 'protecting the city (of Athens)',

epithet of Pallas Athene], which is cogn. whh
01. vdstu, 'dwelling place', vdstu, vastu, 'seat,

place, thing', Toch. A wast, 'house', fr. I.-E.

base *wes-, 'to dwell'. See was and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also the first element in

Astyanax. For the ending see suff. -ism.

Aster, n., a genus of plants of the thistle family

(hot)— L. aster, 'star', fr. Gk. da-rrip ; so called

from the radiate heads of its flowers. See star

and cp. asterisk, Astraea, astrology, astrono-

my, disaster.

-aster, combining form meaning 'star, starlike',

as in Clypeaster. — See prec. word.

-aster, suff. expressing incomplete resemblance,

usually of dimin. and depreciativc force. — L.

-aster, fr. Gk. -atr-r^p, a sufT. orig. forming

nouns from verbs ending in -dseiv, later gene-

ralized as a pejorative suff. Cp. TtaTpaa-rfip, 'he



who plays the father', fr. jraxYjp, 'father'. The
Gk. suif. -aoTTip was adopted by the Latin,

whence, in the form -astre, -dtre, it came into

the Old French, resp. the French. Cp. the words

medicaster, oleaster, pinaster, poetaster. Cp. also

-star.

asteria, n., a gem reflecting a six-rayed light

(Greek antiq.) — L., fr. Gk. doTepia, 'a pre-

cious stone', prop. fem. of da-ripio?, 'starred,

starry', used as anoun, fr. aoTTjp, 'star'. See Aster.

asterisk, n., the figure of a star (the printing

mark *).— Late L. asteriscus, fr. Gk. dtorcpicrxo?,

dimin. of dtr-nQp, 'star'. See Aster.

asterism, n., a system of stars, a constellation. —
Gk. d<JT£pi(jji.6g, fr. daxrjp, 'star'. See Aster and

-ism.

astern, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and stem.

asteroid, adj., starlike. — Gk. aaTspoEtSir)!;,

compounded of da-rrjp, 'star', and -oetSif]?,

'like', fr. El8o<;,'form, shape'. See Aster and -old.

Derivative: asteroid, n.

.\steroidea, n., a class ofechinoderms, the starfish

(zool.) — ModL. See asteroid.

asthenia, n., weakness {med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. daf^eveia, 'weakness', fr. a<i{>Evv)(;, 'weak',

fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and a^hioc,, 'strength".

See sthenic and cp. sthenia.

asthenic, adj., weak (med.) — Gk. da&evixoi;, fr.

dai>evrj;, 'weak'. See prec. word and -ic.

asthma, n., a chronic disorder characterized by

difficulty in breathing. — Gk. &(5^\l'x, 'hard-

drawn breath', which prob. stands for *dvaft[za

and derives fr. L-E. base *an-, 'to blow, breathe',

whence also ave[io<;, 'wind', L. animus, 'breath

of air, air, breath'; see animus. See Frisk, GEW.,
I, pp. 161-62 s.v. aaS-fxa.

asthmatic, adj. — L. asthmalicus, fr. Gk. daftfxa-

Tixoc, fr. d<ji>(xa. See asthma and -atic.

Derivative: asthmatic-al-ly, adv.

astigmatic, adj., pertaining to, or suffering from,

astigmatism {med. and optics).— See next word.

astigmatism, n., defect of the eye that prevents

the rays of light from converging to a point on
the retina (med. and optics). — Coined by the

English mathematician and philosopher Wil-

liam Whewell (1794- 1866) in 18 19 fr. priv. pref.

a- and Gk. axiyixa, gen. ortY^aToi;, 'a prick,

puncture, mark'. See stigmatic and -ism.

Astilbe, n., a genus of plants of the saxifrage

family (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'not shining', fr.

priv. pref. a- and OTtXpetv, 'to shine'. See stilbite.

astir, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and stir.

astomatous, adj., having no mouth. — Formed
fr. priv. pref. a- and -stomatous.

astonish, tr. v. — Obsol. astony, fr. ME. astonien,

astonen, which is formed with change of pref.

fr. estoner (whence F. etonner), fr. VL. *exto-

ndre, lit. 'to strike with thunder', fr. ist ex-

and L. tondre, 'to thunder'. See thunder and cp.

astound. The verb astonish was influenced in

form by English verbs ending in -ish, in which
this suff. is the equivalent of OF. and F. -iss.
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and goes back ultimately to the Latin inchoative

sufT. -iscere. Cp. admonish, distinguish, ex-

tinguish.

Derivatives: astonish-ed-ly, adv., astonish-er, n.,

astonish-ing, adj., astonish-ing-ly, adv., astonish-

ing-ness, n.

astomid, tr. v. — ME. astoned, astouned, pp. of

astonien. See astonish.

Derivatives: astound-ing, adj., astound-ing-ly,

adv., astound-ment, n.

astraddle, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and

straddle.

Astraea, n., the goddess of justice in Greek and

Roman mythology. — L., fr. Gk. 'Aaxpaia, lit.

'starry', fem. of dtJTpaio?, fr. dcrrip, 'star'. See

Aster.

astragal, n., a convex molding (archit.) — L. as-

tragalus, fr. Gk. dCTTpdyoXoi;, 'one of the ver-

tebrae of the neck, anklebone, molding', assim-

ilated fr. 'oaTpdyaXoi;, which is rel. to ooTpa-

xov, 'oyster shell, potsherd', 6(jt£ov, 'bone', and

cogn. with L. os, 'bone'. See os.

astragalus, n., the ball of the ankle joint (anat.)

— L. See prec. word.

Astragalus, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bot.) — L. See astragal.

astrakhan, astracban, n., the fur of still-born or

young lambs from Astrakhan. — From As-

trakhan in Russia. The name of the city lit.

means 'star of the caravanserai'. See astral and

khan, 'caravanserai'.

astral, adj., pertaining to the stars. — F., fr. L.

astrdlis, fr. astrum, 'star', fr. Gk. (Sorpov, which

is rel. to daxrip, 'star'. See Aster and adj. suff.

-al.

Derivative: astral-ly, adv.

astrapophobia, n., morbid fear of hghtning (med.)

— Medical L., compounded of Gk. doTpaTr?),

'lightning', and -90^15, 'fear of, fr. 96|3o(;, 'fear'.

Gk. doTpaTCT] is a collateral form of daTepoTrij,

CTxepoTrf), and lit. means 'the eye of a star', fr.

doTspo;, doTrjp, 'star', and stem ott-, 'to look'

(whence also otr), 'an opening, hole', 6t};ii;,

'sight'). See Aster and optic. For the second ele-

ment see -phobia.

astray, adv. and adj. — For on stray, fr. pref a-,

'on', and the noun stray,

astrict, tr.v., 'to bind, constrict. — L. aslrictus,

pp. of astringere, 'to draw tight, bind', fr. ad-

and stringere, 'to draw tight'. See stringent.

Derivatives : astriction (q.v.), astrict-ive, adj.

astriction, n. — L. astrictid, gen. -dnis, 'a drawing

tight', fr. astrictus, pp. of astringere. See prec.

word and -ion.

Astrid, a fem. PN. — A Norse name rel. to

OHG. Ansitruda, which is compounded oiansi,

'god', and trut, drut (whence MHG. trut, G.

traut), 'beloved, dear'. For the first element cp.

Ansebn, for the second see true and cp. the

second element in Ermentrud and in Gertrude,

astride, adv. and prep. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and
stride.
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astringe, tr. v., to bind, constrict. — L. astrin-

gere, 'to draw tight'. See astrict.

astringency, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -cy. Cp. stringency.

astringent, adj., that which contracts, severe. —
L. astringens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of astrin-

gere, 'to draw close, tighten, contract'. See

astringe and -ent.

astro-, before a vowel astr-, combining form

meaning 'star'.— Gk. daxpo-, dcrxp-, fr. aoxpov,

'star', which is rel. to daxrjp, 'star'. See Aster.

astrocyte, n., a star-shaped cell (anat.) — Com-

pounded of astro- and Gk. xiixo?, 'a hollow

vessel'. See -cyte.

astrography, n., the mapping of the stars. — Lit.

'description of the stars', fr. astro- and Gk.

-Ypa9ta, fr. Ypd9Eiv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

Derivative: astrograph-ic, adj.

astrolabe, n., an obsolete astronomical instru-

ment. — ME., fr. OF. astrelabe, fr. ML. astro-

labium, fr. Gk. dtrxpoXd^ov (scil. opyavov), lit.

'startaking (instrument)', fr. Soxpov, 'star', and

the stem of Xajipdveiv, 'to take'. See astro-

and lemma.

astrologer, n. — See astrology and agential suff

-er.

astrologic, astrological, adj.— Gk. daxpoXoyizoi;,

fr. daxpoXoyia. See astrology and -ic, resp. al-

so -al.

astrology, n. — F. astrologie, fr. L. astrologia,

fr. Gk. dCTxpoXoytd, 'astronomy', later 'astrol-

ogy', fr. doxpoX6yo(;, 'astronomer', later 'astrol-

oger', which is compounded of acsxpov, 'star',

and -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See astro- and -logy.

astrometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

brightness of stars. — Compounded of astro-

and Gk. [isxpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

astronaut, n., one who flies through space; one

concerned with space flight. — Compounded

of astro- and Gk. vauxr);, 'sailor, seaman'. See

nautical and cp. cosmonaut.

astronautics, n., the science of space flight. —
Compounded of astro- and nautics. Cp. prec.

word. Cp. also cosmonautics.

astronomer, n.— See astronomy and agential suff.

-er.

astronomic, astronomical, adj.— F. astronomique,

fr. L. astronomicus, fr. Gk. d(Jxpovo[xi.x6(;, fr.

doxpovoixfa. See next word and -ic, resp. also

-al.

Derivative: astronomical-y, adv.

astronomy, n. — OF. astronomie, fr. L. astro-

nomia, fr. Gk. daxpovo(j.ta, 'astronomy', fr.

d(rrpov6(j.o<;, 'an astronomer', lit. 'star-arranger',

fr. Soxpov, 'star', and -v6txo;, 'arranger', which

is rel. to vsjieiv, 'to deal out, distribute'. See

Nemesis and cp. nomo-.

astrophysics, n. — Lit. 'astronomical physics'.

See astro- and physics.

asymptote

astucious, adj., astute. — F. astucieux (fem.

astucieuse), fr. astuce, 'astuteness', fr. L. astutia,

'dexterity; cunning, subtlety', fr. astutus. See

astute and -ous.

Astur, n., the genus of the goshawks (zool) —
ML., fr.L.accep/or, secondary form of acci>/rer,

'falcon' (see accipiter), whence also OSp. aztor.

Port, afor, Tt. astore, OProven?. austor, OF.

ostoir, ostour, F. autour, 'goshawk'. Cp. ostreger.

astute, adj., shrewd, cunning, crafty. — L. asta-

tus, 'artful, drafty, cunning', fr. astus, 'clever-

ness, craft, cunning', which is of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives: astute-ly, adv., astute-ness, n.

Astyanax, n., the son of Hector and Andromache

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'Aax-jdva^, lit.

'king of the city', fr. atjxu, 'city' (see asteism),

and ava^, orig. *fdva5, 'chief, lord, master', a

name given to him in reference to his father.

Cp. Andromache.

asunder, adv.— OE. on sundran. See pref a-, 'on',

and sunder.

asura, n., a god, a good spirit; later an evil spirit

(Hindu mythol.) — OI. dsurah, prob. rel. to OI.

dsuh (for *nsu-), 'breath of life', fr. I.-E. base

*an-, 'to blow, breathe', whence also OI. dni-ti,

dna-ti, 'breathes', L. anima, 'breath of air,

breath, soul, life', animus, 'soul, spirit, mind,

courage, wish, derive'. See animus and cp. ahura

and sura, 'spirit, demon'.

Asvins, n. pi., two Vedic gods, twin brothers, the

Dioscuri of Vedic mythology. — OI. Asvinau

(dual), lit. 'horse owners', fr. dsvah, 'horse',

which is rel. to Avestic aspa-, and cogn. with

Gk. tTTTCO?, L. equus, 'horse'. See equine.

asylum, n. — L. asylum, fr. Gk. aaJXo^;, 'refuge,

sanctuary', prop. neut. of the adjective aauXo;,

'free from plunder, inviolable', used as a noun,

fr. d- (see priv. pref a-) and 06X75, auXov, 'the

right of seizure', whence uOXdv, 'to strip, plun-

der'. Accordingly SoOXov lit. means 'an invio-

lable place'.

asymmetric, asymmetrical, adj. — Formed with

suff. -ic, resp. also -al, fr. Gk. dcrj[i(Ji£fpoQ- See

asymmetry.

Derivative: asymmetrical-ly, adv.

asymmetry, n. — Gk. d(iu(x(x£xpia, 'incommen-

surability', fr. dCTu(ji(X£xpo(;, 'incommensurate;

disproportionate', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and

<Tu(>i(XExpo;, 'commensurable'. See symmetry and

cp. dissymmetry,

asymptote, n., a straight Une continually ap-

proaching but never meeting a curve (math.) —
Gk. dcrJ[j.rcxo)To;, 'not falling together', formed

fr. d- (see priv. pref a-), auv. 'with' (see sym-,

syn-), and tixwxoi;, 'fallen', verbal adj. of TtiTtxEiv,

'to fall', which stands for *7TT-7T;xEtv, fr. *pt-,

zero degree of I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to fall'.

See feather and cp. symptom and words there

referred to.

Derivatives: asymptot-ic, asymptot-ic-al, adjs.,

asymptot-ic-al-ly, adv.
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asyndetic, adj., using asyndeton.— See next word

and -ic.

Derivative: asyndetic-al-ly, adv.

asyndeton, n., omission of conjunctions (rhet.) —
Gk. (xouvSetov, neut. of aauvSeTO?, 'uncon-

nected', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and auvSexoi;,

'connected', verbal adj. of ouvSetv, 'to bind

together, connect', fr. uiiv, 'with' (see syn-), and

Seiv, 'to bind'. See diadem and cp. polysyn-

deton.

at, prep. — OE. set, rel. to ON., OS., Goth, at,

OFris. et, at, OHG. az, and cogn. with L. ad,

'to, toward', Olr. ad-, W. add-, Phryg. aS-,

a^-, 'to'. Cp. ad-.

at", assimilated form of ad- before t.

atabal, n., kettledrum. — Sp., fr. Arab, at-tabl,

'the drum', fr. at-, assimilated form of a/-, 'the',

and tabl, 'drum'. Cp. timbal.

atacamite, n., a basic copper chloride (mineral^

— Named after the province of Atacama, in

Chile. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

atajo, n., a drove of mules (Amer. Sp.) — Sp.,

'separation', fr. atajar, 'to separate', fr. a- (fr.

L. ad), 'to', and tajar, 'to cut', fr. VL. *talidre,

'to cut'. See ad- and tailor.

Atalanta, n., daughter ofKing Schoeneus, famous

for her swiftness in running (Greek mythol.) —
L., fr. Gk. 'ATaXavT/) (fem. of axaXavTo^),

'having the same value (as a man)', from copul.

pref. a- and TaXavxov, 'balance, weight, talent,

value'. Copul. pref. a- stands for I.-E. *sm-, a

weak gradational form of I.-E. base *sem-,

'one, together'; see same. For the etymology

of TaXavTov see talent.

atalaya, n., a watchtower. — Sp., fr. Arab, at-

laldyi', 'the sentries', fr. a/-, assimilated form of

al-, 'the', and talayi', pi. oftalf'a'^, 'sentinel', but

mistaken for a singular. See Dozy-Engelmann,

Glossaire des mots espagnols et portugais de-

rives de I'arabe, 2nd edition, pp. 209-10. Arab.

talt'a^ derives fr. tdla'a, 'he rose'.

ataman, n., a Cossack commander. — Russ., fr.

Pol. hetman. See hetman.

ataraxia, n., calmness, impassiveness. — ModL.,

fr. Gk. d-rapa^ia, 'calmness, impassiveness,

calmness', lit. 'imperturbability', fr. a- (see priv.

pref. a-) and the stem of xapaaoeiv, 'to trouble,

disturb', which is rel. to &pSct<teiv, of s.m., and

cogn. with ON. dregg, 'dreg'. See dreg.

Atargatis, n., Syrian goddess of fertility. — Gk.

'AxapYaTL!;, fr. Aram. 'Altdr, 'Astarte', which

is rel. to Heb. 'Ashtdreth (see Ashtoreth), and

Palmyrene 'Athe, name of a goddess (cp. Der-

ceto).

ataunt, adj., fully rigged (naut.) — F. autant, 'so

much, as much as possible', fr. earlier altant,

which is compounded of the OF. pron. al,

'something else', and tant, 'so much'. The first

element derives fr. VL. *ale, which is shortened

fr. *alid, corresponding to L. aliud, neut. of alius,

'another'; see alias, else. The second element

comes fr. L. tantus, 'so great, so much', for

which see tantamount. Cp. taunt, 'very tall'.

atavic, adj., of a remote ancestor. — Formed
with suif. -ic fr. L. atavus. See next word.

atavism, n., reversion to a remote ancestral type.

— Formed with sufF. -ism fr. L. atavus, 'father

of a great-grandfather, ancestor', fr. pref. at-,

'beyond', and avus, 'grandfather'. See uncle and

cp. avuncular.

atavistic, adj., pertaining to atavism; tending to

atavism.— Formed with suff. -istic fr. L. atavus.

See prec. word. See atavism.

Derivative: atavistic-al-ly, adv.

ataxia, n., irregularity of bodily functions imed)
— Medical L., fr. Gk. dxa^ta, 'want of order',

fr. dc- (see priv. pref. a-) and xa^ii;, 'arrange-

ment, disposition, order', from the stem of

TdaoEiv, 'to arrange, put in order'. See tactic.

ataxic, adj. — Formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-ic.

ate, past tense of eat. — ME. ate, formed on the

analogy of brake, spake.

Ate, n., the goddess of infatuation and evil in

Greek mythology. — Gk. "Attj, fr. Sttj, 'in-

fatuation, bane, ruin, mischief, which stands

for *dfaTY] and is rel. to da&i, 'I hurt, damage',

a-iarog, 'unhurt, uninjured' ; of uncertain ety-

mology.

-ate, suff. forming participial adjectives (as in se-

date, ornate) and adjectives (as in chordate, stel-

late). — L. -dtus, pp. suff. of verbs of the first

conjugation.

-ate, verbal suff. — L. pp. suff. -dtus, hence deriv-

atively identical with adj. suff. -ate (q.v.) Its

original use consisted in the formation of verbs

from participial adjectives in -ate. So e.g. from

the participial adj. separate arose the verb to

separate.

-ate, subst. suff. expressing office, dignity, rank,

honor. — L. -dtus (gen, -dtus), a suff. formed

from the participial suff. -dtus. Cp. e.g. consulate

and see adj. suff. -ate.

-ate, subst. suff. forming names of salts from

acids whose names end in -ic, as riiitate, fr.

nitric acid (chem.) — L. -dtum, neut. of pp. suff.

-dtus. See adj. suff. -ate.

atelectasis, n., incomplete expansion of the lungs

{med.) — Medical L., compounded of Gk.

(xteXt;;, 'incomplete', and JxTaciLi;, 'extension,

expansion". The first element is formed fr. d-

(see priv. pref. a-) and -xiXoc,, 'end' ; see teleo-.

For the second element see ectasis.

atelier, n., workshop, studio. — F., fr. OF. aste-

/ Her, fr. astelle, 'shiver of wood', fr. Late L. as-

tella, fr. L. astula, which is prob. a blend of

assula, 'shiver of wood' and hastula, 'a little

spent' . Assula is a dimin.of aww, 'board, plank';

see ashlar. Hastula is a dimin. of few/a, 'spear';

see hastate.*

Athanasius, masc. PN.— L., fr. Gk. 'A^avaaioi;,

fr. i^moLToq, 'immortal'. See next word.

athanasy, n., immortality. — Gk. d&avauta, fr.

d^dvaxo;, 'immortal', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) I

and ^dvaxoc, 'death'. See thanato- and cp.

euthanasia. For the ending see -y (representing

Gk. -ia).

athanor, n., the self feeding furnace of the al-

chemists. — F., fr. Arab. at-tannUr, 'the oven',

fr. at-, assimilated form of al-, 'the', and tanniir

'oven', borrowed fr. Heb. lannar, which is rel.

to Akkad. tinnuru, 'oven'.

Atharvan, n., name of a fire priest, the eldest son

of Brahma (Vedic mythol.) — OI. atharvan,

'fire priest', rel. to Avestic d&ravan-, 'fire priest',

dtarsh, 'fire', dtrya-, 'ashes', and cogn. with L.

dter, 'black, dark'. See atrabiliary.

atheism, n. — F. atheisme, formed with suff.

-ism fr. Gk. a^so;, 'without god', fr. d- (see

priv. pref. a-) and fteo?, 'god'. See theism.

atheist, n. — F. atheiste. See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: atheist-ic, athest-ic-al, adjs., athe-

ist-ic-al-ly, adv.

atheling, n., a noble, a prince. — OE. xdeling,

'a noble', fr. sedele, 'noble', which is rel. to

OFris. ethele, OS. edili, OHG. edili, MHG.
edele, G. edel, 'noble'. The orig. meaning of

these adjectives was 'noble by birth'. Cp. odal

and the first element in Albert, allerion, Alphon-

so, Athelstan, Audrey, edelweiss, Ethelbert,

Etheldred, Ethelinda, Ulrica.

Athelstan, masc. PN. — OE. Mdelstane, lit.

'noble stone', fr. sedele, 'noble', and stan, 'stone'.

For the first element see atheling and cp. words

there referred to. For the second element see

stone.

Athena, Athene, fem. PN., the goddess of wis-

dom in Greek mythology, iientified by the

Romans with Minerva. — Gk. 'AStjvv), a pre-

Hellenic name of uncertain origin.

Athenaeiun, n., the temple of Athena at Athens;

whence athenaeum i) a Roman school of law;

2) a literary club. — L., fr. Gk. 'AOi'jvatciv, the

temple of the goddess Athene fr. 'A9-rjV7). See

prec. word.

atherine, n., any of the fishes of the family Ather-

inidae (ichthyol.) — ModL. atherina, fr. Gk.
d&Epfvy;, 'smelt', fr. dO-Tjpr], 'gruel, porridge',

which is rel. to d&r)p, 'awn, chaff, barb of a

weapon', dvf>£pi.xo?, 'the asphodel'. See An-
thericum and cp. atheroma.

Atberinidae, n. pi., a family of fishes (ichthyol.)

— ModL., fr. atherina. See prec. word and
-idae.

athermancy, n., impermeability to heat. — Form-
ed with suff. -cy fr. Gk. d9-^p[jtixvxo<;, 'not

heated', fr. d (see priv. pref. a-) and ^epnavxo?,
'capable of being heated', verbal adj. of ftep-

[xaivEiv, 'to warm, heat'. See therm and cp.

diathermancy.

athennanous, adj., not transmitting radiant heat.

— Formed fr. priv. pref. a-, the stem of Greek
depljtaiveiv, 'to warm, heat', and suff. -ous.

See therm and cp. diathermanous. The use of
the suff. -ous is due to the analogy of Joyous

and other similar adjectives in which -ous corre-

sponds to OF. -ous, -eus (= F. -eux), fr. L.

-dsus.

atheroma, n., a kind of encysted tumor (med.) —
L., fr. Gk. dS-T)po>|ia, 'a tumor full of gruel-like

matter', fr. d&rjpT). See atherine and -oma.

Atherosperma, n., a genus of trees of the boldo

family (bot.) — ModL., formed fr. Gk. a&rip,

gen. d*£poi;, 'awn, chaff', and ansptJ-o., 'seed'.

See atherine and sperm.

athetize, tr. v., to reject. — Formed with suff.

-ize fr. Gk. d&excTv, 'to deny, disprove, reject',

fr. Si>Exoi;, 'not fixed', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-)

and ^Exo?, 'placed, set', verb. adj. of xtOsvai,

'to put, place', fr. I.-E. base *dhe-, 'to place'.

See theme and cp. words there referred to.

athetosis, n., affection of the nervous system

marked by involtmtary movements ofthe fingers

and toes (med.) — Medical L., coined by the

American nerve specialist William Alexander

Hammond (1828-1900) in 1871 fr. Gk. fi^Exo?,

'not fixed', and suff. -osis. See prec. word.

athirst, adj. — ME. ofthurst, fr. OE. ofpyrsted,

pp. of ofpyrstan, fr. of- (see of) and pyrstan,

'to thirst'. See thirst, v.

athlete, n. — L. athleta, fr. Gk. d&XTjxTji;, 'com-

batant, champion', fr. d&Xeu, 'I contend for a

prize', fr. d^Xoi;, contracted fr. &z&\oc, (with

the exception of Odyssey, 8, 160, this latter

form alone is used by Homer), for orig. Sfs-

S-Xoi;. The first element of this word is perh.

cogn. with 01. vd-yati, 'he fatigues himself; the

second element is of unknown origin. Cp. the

second element in pentathlon, hexathlon, de-

cathlon.

athletic, adj. — L. athleticus, fr. Gk. d&XTjxixd?,

fr. d-B-XYjxT)!;. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: athletic-al-ly, adv., athletic-ism, n.,

athlet-ics, n.

athrepsia, n., debility of children caused by lack

of food (med.) — Medical L., lit, 'condition

caused by the lack of nourishment', fr. Gk.

iit9^p£7rxo?, 'ill-nourished, underfed', fr. d- (see

priv. pref. a-) and ^psTrxot;, 'fed, nourished',

verbal adj. of-zpitfeiv, 'to feed, nourish' (whence

also ^^pEtptq, 'nourishment'). See trophic and cp.

thrombosis. For the ending see suff. -ia.

athrill, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and thrill.

athrob, adv. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and throb.

athwart, adv. and prep. — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and thwart.

athymy, also athymia, n., despondency. —• Gk.

d&5(i.la, 'faintheartedness, despondency', lit.

'lack of spirit', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and

&0[jl6(;, 'spirit, mind, soul'. See thio- and cp.

thyme.

-atic, adj. suff. of Greek origin, meaning 'per-

taining to; of the nature of, as in dramatic,

grammatic. — F. -atique, fr. L. -dticus, fr. Gk.
-otxuto?. Cp. -etic.

-atic, adj. suff. of Latin origin meaning 'per-

taining to; of the nature of, as in erratic,

aquatic. — F. -atique, fr. L. -dticus. This suff.
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arose from a misreading of -at-icus (= pp.

suflf. of verbs of the ist conjugation and

suff. -icus) into d-ticus. [Cp. e.g. L. ven-dt-

icus, 'pertaining to the chase', (fr. venatus, pp.

of vendri, 'to chase'), misread into ven-d-ticus.]

Accordingly suff. -atic is a compound of the

adj. (orig. pp.) suffix -ate and of suff. -ic.

Later the suff. -atic was also appended to nouns.

Cp. -age.

Derivative: -atic-al.

-atile, adj. suff. expressing possibility.— F. -atile,

fr. L. -dtilis, prop. sufF. -His added to -dtiis, pp.

suff. of verbs of the first conjugation. See adj.

suff. -ate and -ile.

atilt, adv. and adj. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and

tilt.

-ation, subst. suff. denoting action, process, state

or condition. — Fr. F. -ation, (or directly) fr. L.

-dtionem, ace. of -dtio, a suff. forming nouns of

action fr. -dtus, pp. suff. of verbs of the first

Latin conjugation. See adj. suff. -ate and cp.

suff. -ition. For the sense of suff. -ation cp. -osis.

-ative, adj. suff. meaning 'tending to'. — F. -atif

(fern, -ative), fr. L. -dtivus, prop. suff. -ivus add-

ed to -dtus, pp. suff. of verbs of the first Latin

conjugation. Accordingly suff. -ative is a com-

pound of adj. suff. -ate and suff. -ive.

atlantes, n. pi., figures of men supporting an en-

tablature (archit.) — L., fr. Gk. "ATXavTe?, pi.

of "A-cXdc,. See Atlas.

Atlantic, adj., pertaining to the Atlantic Ocean

or to Mount Atlas. — L. Atlanticus, fr. Gk.

'ATXavTtxo?, fr. "AtXS?, 'the Atlas mountains'.

See Atlas and -ic.

Atlas, n., one of the Titans, son of lapetus and

Clymene, supporting the heavens on his shoul-

ders; later, a king of Mauretania, changed by

Perseus into Mt. Atlas (Greek mythol.) — L.

Atlas (gen. Atlantis), fr. Gk. "ATXa? (gen. "At-

XavToi;), which stands for "A-TXa<; and lit. means

'the Bearer (scil. of Heaven)', fr. copul. pref. a-

and the stem of TXrjvai, 'to bear' (cp. jtoXu-

tXS?, 'much-enduring'). Copul. pref. dc- stands

for I.-E. *sm-, a weak gradational form of L-E.

base *sem-, 'one, together' ; see same. Gk. xX^vai

derives fr. *?/-, zero degree of L-E. base *tel-,

"tal-, *tol-, 'to bear, lift, suffer', whence TaXa?,

gen. TtxXocvof; and raXavTo?, 'bearing, suffer-

ing', xaXaooai (aor.), 'to bear, suffer', L. tol-

lere, 'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to bear, sup-

port'. See tolerate and cp. atlas, name of the

first vertebra, atlantes, Atlantic, Atalanta,

talent.

atlas, n., a collection of maps bound into a book.

— First so called by the geographer Mercator

because the figure of Atlas supporting the world

was frequently put on the front page of such

collections. (The first part of Mercator's Atlas,

sive cosmographicae meditationes defabrica mun-

di appeared in 1 585.) See prec. word.

atlas, n., name of the first vertebra {anat.) —
From Atlas (q.v.); so called because it bears the
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skull. This name was given to the first vertebra

by the Belgian anatomist Andreas Vesalius

(1514-64). See Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatologia

anatomica, Vienna, 1880, p.59-

atlas, n., silk-satin. — Arab, atlas, lit. 'wiped

smooth', fr. tdlasa, 'he wiped, smoothed away'.

atle, atlee, n., the tamarisk salt tree. — Arab.

dthla'', 'a species of tamarisk', prop, unit name

of athl, rel. to Aram, athld, Heb. eshel, 'tama-

risk tree'.

atman, n., the supreme soul, the principle of life

(Hinduism). — OI. dtmdn, prop, 'breath, soul',

orig. 'cover, body', cogn. with OHG. dtum,

MHG. dtem, G. Atem, MDu. ddem, OFris.

ethma, OS. dthom, OE. sedm, 'breath'. Cp. the

second element in mabatma.

atmido-, before a vowel atmid-, combining form

meaning 'vapor'. — Gk. dtTfjiiSo-, aT(xi8-, fr.

a.T\jiz, gen. i.-:\j.\.^oq, 'steam, vapor', rel. to aT[x6<;,

of s.m. See atmo-.

atmidometer, n., an atmometer. — Compounded

of atmido- and Gk. (xexpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

atmo-, before a vowel atm-, combining form

meaning 'vapor'. — Gk. dtxjjio-, dcTfi.-, fr. aT(j,6i;,

'steam, vapor', contraction of i.zi:\x6c„ which

prob. stands for *a.Fs-i-]j.Q-c, and is rel. to

6ceXXa (for *afe-X-ia), 'tempest, whirlwind', and

to «7)|xi (for *ti.rT)\>.\), 'I blow', fr. I.-E. base

*we-, 'to blow', whence also OI. viti, 'blows',

Goth, waian, OE. wdwan, 'to blow'. See wind,

'air in motion', and cp. Aello.

atmology, n., the study of the laws of aqueous

vapor.—Compounded of atmo- and Gk. -XoYia,

fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

-logy.

Derivatives: atmolog-ic, atmolog-ic-al, adjs., at-

molog-ist, n.

atmolysis, n., separation of mixed gases.— Com-
pounded of atmo- and Gk. Xutjii;, 'a loosing;

dissolution'. See -lysis.

atmometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

rate of evaporation. — Compounded of atmo-

and Gk. [i£-rpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

Derivatives: atmometr-ic, adj., atmometr-y, n.

atmosphere, n. — Compounded of Gk. aT|x6?,

'steam, vapor', and (i9aipa, 'ball, sphere'; see

atmo- and sphere. The word atmosphere was first

used by the English bishop and scientist John

Wilkins (1614-72) in 1638 with reference to the

moon (which in reality has no atmosphere).

Derivatives : atmospher-ic, atmospher-ic-al, adjs.,

atmospher-ic-al-ly, adv., atmospher-ics, n.pl.

atocia, n., sterility of the female (med.) — Medi-

cal L., fr. Gk. a-roxia, 'sterility', fr. Stoxoc;,

having never yet brought forth', fr. 4- (see priv.

pref. a-) and toxoi;, 'childbirth, parturition',

which is rel. to Toxeti(;, 'father', in the pL,

'parents*. See -toda, toco-, and cp. anatodsm.

atoll, n., a coral island. — Malayalam.
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atom, n.— F. atome, fr. L. atomus, fr. Gk. a-rojio?,

'atom', prop, 'uncut, indivisible', fr. a- (see

priv. pref. a-), and -tojjioi;, fr. xefivetv, 'to cut'.

See tome and cp. anatomy. The word ih:o\i.oz

was first used by the Greek philosopher

Leucippus.

Derivatives: atom-ic, adj., atom-ic-ity, n., atom-

ism, n., atom-ist, n., atom-ize, tr. v., atom-iz-

ation, n., atom-iz-er, n.

atomy, n., skeleton. — From misdivision of ana-

tomy into an atomy. See anatomy.

atomy, n., pygmy. — L. atomi (pi. of atomus,

'atom'), mistaken for a singular. See atom.

atone, intr. v. — Short for 'to be at one'.

Derivatives: atone-ment, n., aton-ing-ly, adv.

atonic, adj. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk.

&zmoc„ "not stretched, slack; without tone',

fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and tovoi;, 'tone'. See

tonic and cp. diatonic.

atony, n., want of tone. — ML. atonia, fr. Gk.

(XTOvta, 'slackness, debiUty', fr. axovo?. See prec.

word and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

atopic, adj., pertaining to atopy (med.)— Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. ihoizoq, 'out of place; un-

usual', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and tottoi;,

'place'. See topic.

atopite, n., calcium antimonate (mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. oltokoc,.

See atopic.

atopy, n., allergy. — See atopic and -y (represent-

ing Gk. -loi).

-ator, subst. suff. — L. -dtor, forming masculine

agential nouns from verbs of the first conjuga-

tion. Accordingly the suff. -dtor consists of -a-,

the characteristic vowel of the first conjugation,

and suff. -tor (q.v.)

atrabiliary, adj., melancholy, hypochondriac. —
Medical L. dtrabilidrius, 'suffering from black

bile', fr. L. dtra bills, 'black bile, melancholy',

loan translation of Gk. |i4Xaiva yokh ^^^ '"^"

lancholy). Atra is fem. of dter, 'black, dark', rel.

to Umbr. atru, adro (neut. pi.), 'black', and

prob. cogn. with OI. dtharvan-, Avestic d&ra-

van-, 'fire priest', dtarsh, 'fire', dtrya-, 'ashes'.

Arm. airem, 'I light up, kindle'. Cp. atrocious.

Cp. also Atharvan. For the etymology of L. bills

see bile. For the ending of atrabiliary see adj.

suff. -ary.

Derivative: atrabiliari-ous, adj.

atrabilious, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L.

dira bills. See prec. word.

Dcrivatives:atribilious-ly,&dv.,atrabltlous-ness,n.

Atractaspis, n., a genus of African burrowing
vipers (zool.) — ModL., lit. 'arrow snake', fr.

Gk. 5TpaxTo<;, 'spindle, arrow', and icmit;,

'serpent, snake'. The first element is cogn. with
L. torquere, 'to twist, bend' ; see torque. For the

second element see asp, 'snake'.

Atragene, n., a genus of trees of the buttercup

family (hot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. AdpaY^vr), 'tra-

veler's joy', compounded of SSpou;, 'chariot',

and -Yevrj, 'of a certain kind'. The first ele-

Atropes

menf^nds for *f(i{v)S^pac and is cogn. with

01. vandhurah, 'a hamper (made of wicker-

work)', fr. I.-E. base *wendh-, *wtuih-, 'to turn,

twist', whence also ON. vtnda, OE. windan,

'to wind, twist'; see wind, 'to turn'. The

second element is rel. to Gk. fk>)oc,, 'race,

descent, gender, kind'; see genus and cp. -gen.

atresia, n., occlusion of a natural passage of the

body (pathol.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. a-rpvjTo?,

'not perforated', fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and

Tprj-ro?, verbal adj. of Texpaiveiv, 'to pierce,

perforate', which is rel. to xetpsiv (for *xlpjEiv),

'to rub, rub away, wear away', fr. I.-E. base

*ter-, 'to bore, pierce, rub'. See throw and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see

suff. -ia.

Atreus, n., a son of Pelops and father of Aga-

memnon and Menelaus (Greek mythol.) — L.,

fr. Gk. 'AxpEiii;, a word of uncertain origin.

atrip, adv. (naut^— Formed fr. a- 'on', and trip.

Atriplex, n., a genus of plants of the goosefoot

family (hot.) — L. atriplex, 'orach', fr. Gk.

dxpd9a^u(;, which is of unknown origin. Cp.

orach.

atrium, n., i) the central, courtlike room of the

ancient Roman house; 2) (anat) cavity in the

heart or in the ear. — L. dtrium; according to

Varro, De Lingua Latina 5, § 161, a word of

Etruscan origin and rel. to the Etruscan town

Atria, as the place of origin of this kind of ar-

chitecture. The connection of dtrium with dter,

'black, dark', is folk etymology.

atrocious, adj., extremely cruel or wicked. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. atrox, gen. atrocis,

'cruel, fierce', prop, 'dark-looking, gloomy',

and compounded of dter, 'black, dark', and

-ox, gen. dels, 'looking'. For the first element see

atrabilious. The second element is cogn. with

Gk. &<^, gen. cJtto?, 'eye, sight'. See -ops and cp.

the second element in ferocious, velocity.

Derivatives: atrocious-ly, adv., atroctous-ness.

atrocity, n., atrociousness. — F. atrocite, fr. L.

atrocitdtem, ace. oiatrocitds, 'cruelty', fr. atrox.

See prec. word and -ity.

Atropa, n., a genus of plants of the potato family

(hot) — ModL., fr. Gk. SxpoTta, 'the deadly

nightshade', which is rel. to "Axpojroi;, name

of one of the Fates. See Atropos.

atrophy, n., a wasting away through lack of

nourishment (med.) — F. atrophic, fr. L. atro-

phia, fr. Gk. axpo9ia, 'want of food', fr. Sxpo-

90?, 'not nourished, ill-fed', fr, &- (see priv.

pref. a-) and -xpoipoq, fr. xpo9r), 'food, nourish-

ment'. See trophic and cp. athrepsia. Cp. also

dystrophy, hypertrophy.

Derivatives: atrophy, intr. and tr. v., atroph-ic,

atrophi-ed, adjs.

atropine, also atropin, n., an alkaloid poison

extracted from belladonna. — Formed with

chem. suff. -ine, resp. -in, fr. Gk. ocxpoTva, 'the

deadly nightshade*. See Atropa.

Atropos, n., one of the Fates in Greek mythol-
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ogy. — Gk. "ATpoTco.;, lit. 'not to be turned

away, inflexible', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and

the stem of TplmeLv, 'to turn', Tponoc,, 'a turn'.

See trope and cp. Atropa, atropine,

attach, tr. and intr. v. — ME. attachen, fr. OF
atachicr, attachier (F. attacher), lit. 'to tack or

fasten to', fr. a, 'to' (see a), and tache, 'a nail,

hook', a word of Teut. origin. See tack, 'a small

nail', and cp. tache, 'a buckle', detach. Cp. also

attack, which is a doublet of attach. Cp. also

next word.

Derivatives: attach-able, adj., attach-ed, adj.,

attach-ed-ly, a.d\. ,attach-er, n., attachment (q.v.)

attache, n., a member of the diplomatic staff at-

tached to an embassy.— P., lit. 'attached', pp.

of attacher, 'to attach'. See prec. word.

attachment, n.— F. attachement, fr. attacher. See

attach and -ment.

attack, tr. v. — F. attaquer, fr. It. attaccare, prop,

'to attach, join', whence 'to bc^m', attaccare bat-

taglia, 'to begin a battle', whence elliptically

attaccare, 'to attack' ; a doublet of attach (q.v.)

Derivatives: attack, n., attack-able, adj., at-

tack-er, n.

attacus, n., a kind of edible locust. — Late L.

(Vulg., Lev. 1 1 :22), fr. Gk. dtxTaxd?, mentioned

by Philo (cp. aTxaxrjG, Sept., Lev. 11:22).

attagen, n., the Pallas's sand grouse. — L., name

of a kind of bird, possibly the francolin, fr. Gk.

aTTaYV)v (also aTTxya?, aT-rayTi!;); of uncertain,

possibly imitative, origin.

attain, tr. and intr. v. — ME. atteinen, attainen,

from the stem of OF. ataindre, ateindre (F. at-

teindrc), fr. VL. *attangere, corresponding to

L. attingere, 'to touch, to arrive at', fr. ad- and

tangere, 'to touch". See tangent and cp. attain-

der, attaint, attinge.

Derivatives: attain-abil-ity, n., attain-able, adj.

attainder, n., the extinction of the civil and legal

rights of a person sentenced to death or out-

lawed (law). — OF. infinitive ataindre, ateindre,

'to attain; to accuse, condemn', used as a noun.

For the subst. use of Old French infinitives

—

esp. in legal terminology—cp. avoirdupois,

cesser, demurrer, detainer, disclaimer, estovers,

joinder, misnomer, ouster, oyer, rejoinder, re-

mainder, retainer, tender, 'offer', terminer, user,

'right of use', waiver.

attaint, n. — OF. alaint, pp. of ataindre (see at-

tain) ; confused with taint.

Derivatives: attaint, n., attaint-ment, n., attaint-

ure, n.

attar, n., also otto, volatile oil. — Pers. 'alar, fr.

Arab, 'itr, 'perfume'.

attemper, tr. v. — OF. atemprer (F. attemprer),

fr. Late L. attemperare, 'to fit, adjust', fr. ad-

and L. temperdre, 'to divide duly; to temper'.

See temper, v.

Derivatives: attemper-ed, adj., atlemper-ment,n.

attemperate, tr. v. (obsol.)— Late L. attemperdtus,

pp. of attemperare. See prec. word and cp.

temperate.
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Derivatives : attemperat-ion, n., attemperat-or, n.

attempt, tr. v. — OF. atenter, also atempter (F.

attenter), fr. L. attentdre, attemptdre (whence

also It. attentare, OProven? ., Port, attentar, Sp.

atentar), 'to attempt, try', fr. ad- and tentare,

temptare, 'to put to the test, try'. See tempt and

cp. attentat.

Derivatives: attempt, n., attempt-able, adj., at-

tempt-er, n.

attend, intr. and tr. v. — OF. atendre (F. atten-

dre), 'to expect, wait for', fr. L. attendere {ani-

mum), 'to stretch one's mind to', fr. ad- and

tendere, 'to stretch, extend'. Cp. It. attendere,

OProven?. atender, which are of the same ori-

gin. See tend, 'to move in a certain direction',

and cp. tend, 'to attend'. Cp. also contend, in-

tend, portend.

Derivatives: attendance, attendant (qq.v.), at-

tend-er, n., attend-ing-ly, adv.

attendance, n. — OF. atendance, fr. atendant (F.

attendant), pres. part, of atendre. See next word

and -ce.

attendant, adj. — F., pres. part, of attendre. See

attend and -ant.

Derivative: attendant, n.

attent, adj., attentive {archaic). — L. attentus,

pp. of attendere. See attend,

attent, n., attention (obsol.) — OF. atente (F. at-

tente), fr. VL. *attendita, n., prop, subst. use

of the fem. of *attenditus, pp. formed fr. L. at-

tendere. See attend.

attentat(e), n., i) a criminal attempt {obsol.); 2) in

law, a proceeding in court of judicature after an

inhibition is decreed. — F. attentat, 'criminal

attempt', fr. L. attentdtum, neut. pp. oiattentdre,

'to attempt". See attempt,

attention, n. — F., fr. L. attentionem, ace. of at-

tentio, 'attention, attentiveness', fr. attentus, pp.

of attendere. See attend and -ion.

Derivative: altention-al, adj.

attentive, adj. — F. attentif (km. attentive), fr.

VL. *attenditus. See attent, n., and -ive.

Derivatives: attentive-ly, adv., attentive-ness, n.

attenuant, adj., attenuating, diluent; n., an at-

tenuating substance, a diluent. — L. attenuans,

gen. -amis, pres. part, of attenudre. See next

word and -ant,

attenuate, tr. v., to make thin; to make less; intr.

v., to become thin; to become less. — L. at-

tenudtus, pp. of attenudre, 'to make thin, atte-

nuate', fr. ad- and tenudre, 'to make thin', fr.

tenuis, 'thin'. See tend, 'to move in a certain

direction', and verbal suff. -ate and cp. tenuis,

thin,

attenuate, adj.,. attenuated. — L. attenudtus pp.

of attenudre. See attenuate, v.

attenuation, n. — L. attenudtid, gen. -dnis, fr.

attenudtus' pp. of attenudre. See attenuate, v.,

and -ion.

atter, n., poison. — OE. dt(t)or, rel. to OFris.

dt(t)er, OS. ettar, ON. eitr, 'poison', Swed., Du.

elter, OHG. eittar, eitar, MHG., G. eiter, 'pus'.
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and cogn. with Gk. olSfxa, oISo?, 'a swelling',

oESav, oESeTv, 'to swell'. See edema.

Derivatives: atter-n, atter-y, attr-y, adjs.

attest, tr. and intr. v. — F. attester, fr. L. attes-

tdri, 'to bear witness to, attest', fr. ad- and
testdrl, 'to bear witness', fr. testis, 'witness',

See testament and cp. contest, detest. Derivatives

:

attestation (q.v.), attest-er, attest-or, n.

attestation, n. — F., fr. L. attestdtionem, ace. of

attestdtid, 'an attesting, testimony', fr. attes-

tdtus, pp. of attestdri. See attest and -ation and

cp. contestation, detestation.

Attic, adj., of, or pertaining to, Attica. — L. Atti-

cus, fr. Gk. 'Atti>c6?, 'of Attica'.

attic, n. — F. attique, 'attic', lit. 'Attic (story)'.

See Attic.

atticism, n., Attic style, elegant diction. — Gk.
'Attixictjxoi;, fr. 'Attixo?. See Attic and -ism.

atticize, tr. v., to adapt to the dialect of Attica;

intr. v., to imitate Attic style. — Gk. 'Attiki-

t^stv, fr. 'AxTtxii;. See Attic and -ize.

attinge, tr. v., to touch upon (obsol.)— L. attin-

gere. See attain.

attire, tr. v. — ME. aliren, fr. OF. atirier, atirer,

fr. a tiere, a tire, 'into a row', fr. a, 'to' (see a), and

tiere, 'row, rank, series'. See tier, 'row, series'.

Derivatives: attire, n., attir-ed, adj., attir-er, n.

attitude, n. — F., fr. It. attitudine, 'aptness,

promptitude', fr. ML. aptitddinem, ace. of ap-

titddd; see aptitude. The word attitude was in-

troduced into English by the diarist John Evelyn

(1620- 1 706).

Derivatives: attitudin-al, adj., attitudinarian,

attitudinarianism, attitudinize (qq.v.)

attitudinarian, n., one who attitudinizes.— Form-
ed with suff. -arian fr. It. attitudine. See attitude.

Derivative: attitudinarian-ism, n.

attitudinize, intr. v., to strike an attitude; to pose.

— Formed fr. It. attitudine (see attitude) with

suff. -ize.

attorn, intr. and tr. v., i) orig., to transfer homage
from one feudal lord to another; 2) to agree to

become a tenant under a new landlord (law). —
OF. atorner, 'to direct, attorn', lit. 'to turn to',

fr. a, 'to' (see a), and torner (F. tourner), fr. L.

torndre, 'to turn'. See turn, v. and cp. attorney.

attorney, n., solicitor. — Lit. 'one authorized to

act for another', fr. OF. atorne, pp. of atorner,

'to turn to'. See prec. word and -ce.

attornment, n., i) a turning over, assignment;

2) acknowledgment of the new landlord. — OF.
atornement, fr. atorner. See attorn and -ment.

attract, tr. v. — L. attractus, pp. of aftrahere, 'to

draw to, attract', fr. ad- and trahere, 'to draw'.

See tract, 'region', and cp. attrahent. Cp. also

contract, detract, protract, subtract.

Derivatives: attract-er, n., attraction, attract-

ive (qq.v.)

attraction, n. — F., fr. L. attractionem, ace. of

attractio, 'a drawing together', fr. attractus, pp.

of attrahere. See prec. word and -ion.

attractive, adj. — F. attractif (fern, attractive).

Aubrietia

fr. ML. attractivus, fr. L. attractus, pp. of attra-

here. See attract and -ive.

Derivatives : attractive-ly, adv., attractive-ness,n.

attrahent, adj., that which attracts. — L. attra-

hens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of attrahere. See

attract and -ent and cp. contrahent, subtrahend.

Derivative: attrahent, n.

attribute, tr. v. — L. attribdtus, pp. of attribuere,

'to add, assign, bestow, give, impute, attribute',

fr. ad- and tribuere 'to assign, allot, bestow,

give, grant'. See tribute.

attribute, n. — L. attribntum, 'anything attri-

buted', neut. of attribdtus, pp. of attribuere.

See attribute, v.

attribution, n. — F., fr. L. attributionem, ace. of

attribatio, 'assignment, attribution', fr. attri-

bdtus, pp. of attribuere. See attribute, adj., and

-ion.

attributive, adj. — F. attributif({em. attributive),

fr. attribut, 'attribute', fr. L. attribdtum. See

attribute, n., and -ive.

Derivatives: attributive, n., attributive-ly, adv.,

attributive-ness, n.

attrite, adj., worn away by rubbing. — L. attri-

tus, pp. of atterere, 'to wear away', lit. 'to rub

against', fr. ad- and terere, 'to rub'. See trite.

attrition, n.— L. attritio, gen. -dnis, lit. 'a rubbing

against', fr. attrttus, pp. of atterere. See prec.

word and -ion.

attune, tr. v. — Formed fr. at- and tunc.

atwain, adv. (archaic), — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and twain.

atween, adv. (archaic). — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and -tween (in between).

auantic, adj., atrophic. — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. Gk. auavTTj, 'a wasting, atrophy', fr. otuai-

vEiv, 'to wither, be dry', fr. aikiv, 'to dry', fr.

aJioi;, 'dry', which stands for *sauso-s and de-

rives fr. I.-E. base *saus-, *sus-, 'dry', whence

also OE. sear, 'dry', OHG. soren, 'to become

dry'. See sere, adj., and cp. austere.

aubade, n., morning serenade. — F., fr. Proven?.

aubada, fr. auba, 'dawn', fr. L. alba, fem. of

albus, 'white', used as a noun. See alb and -ade.

aubain, n., alien, foreigner. — F., orig. written

aubene, fr. Frankish *aliban, lit. 'belonging to

another ban'. The first element of this word is

rel. to Goth, aljis, 'other', and to E. else (q.v.)

The second element is rel. to E. ban, v. (q.v.)

See Bloch-Wartburg, DELE., p. 43 s.v. aubain.

aul>ergine, n., the eggplant. — G., fr. Catal. al-

berginera, alberginia, fr. Arab, al-bddinjdn, 'the

eggplant', fr. al-, 'the', and bddinjdn, 'eggplant',

fr. Pers. badin-gan, fr. OI. valin-ganah. Cp.

berengena.

aubin, n., canter. — F., fr. earlier hobin, fr. hauby

(15th cent.), fr. E. hobby (q.v.)

Aubrey, masc. PN. — F. Auberi, fr. G. Alberich,

lit. 'ruler of elfs'. For the first element cp. ON.
alfr, OE. xlf, 'elf, and see elf. For the second
element see rich and cp. words there referred to.

Aubrietia, n., a genus of plants of the mustard
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family (bot.) — ModL., named after Claude

Aubriet, painter of flowers and animals (1668-

1743). For the ending see suff. -ia.

auburn, adj., reddish-brown. — ME. auburne,

'whitish', fr. OF. alborne, auborne, fr. VL. al-

burnus, 'whitish', fr. L. albus, 'white'. The sense

development of the word was influenced by a

confusion with brown. See alb and cp. alburnum.

Derivative: auburn, n.

auchenium, n., part of a bird's neck (ornithol.)

— ModL., formed with suflf. -ium fr. Gk. auxVjv,

'neck, throat', which is rel. to Aeol. S[i.!pir)v, of

s.m., and cogn. with Arm. auji-k', 'necklace'.

auction, n. — L. auctio, gen. -onis, 'an increase;

a public sale, auction', fr. auctus, pp. of augere,

'to increase', fr. I.-E. base *aweg-, *aug-, 'to

grow, increase', whence also Lith. dugu, dugti,

Lett, augu, augt, 'to grow', Lith. dukslas, Lett.

augsts, 'high, of superior rank', OPruss. auck-

timmien, 'chief, aucktai-rikyskan, 'authority',

Lett, audzet, 'to bring up', Goth, aukan, 'to

grow, increase', OE. eacian, 'to increase' ; see

eke and cp. augment, augur, august, author. Cp.

the related base *aw(e)ks-, *auks-, *weks-,

*uks-, 'to grow, increase', whence OI. vaksdyati,

'causes to grow', liksali, 'grows strong', Gk.

afs^etv, ae^eiv, au^Eiv, au^avetv, 'to increase',

L. auxilium, 'help, aid', Goth, wahsjan, OE.

weaxan, 'to grow'. See wax, v., and cp. auxiliary,

auxano-, auxesis, auxetic, auxo-.

Derivatives: auction, tr. v., auction-eer, n., auc-

tion-eer-ing , n.

aucupate, intr. and tr. v., to go fowling. — L.

aucupdtus, pp. of aucupdre, later aucupdri, 'to

go fowling', fr. auceps, 'fowler; spy, eaves-

dropper', for *avi-cap-s, fr. avis, 'bird', and

capere, 'to catch, seize, take, receive'. See auspice

and captive,

audacious, adj., daring, bold. — F. audacieux

(fem. audacieuse), fr. L. auddcia, 'daring, bold-

ness, courage, intrepidity', fr. auddx, gen. au-

ddcis, 'daring, bold, courageous, intrepid', fr.

audere, 'to dare', which stands for *avidere, 'to

be eager', fr. avidus, 'eager'. The meaning 'to

dare' first arose from the negative form: non

audere orig. meant 'to wish or to have a mind

not to do something', whence it came to denote

'not to risk or dare to do something'. L. avidus

is a derivative ofavere, 'to wish, desire, long for,

crave', whence also avdrus, 'greedy'. See avid

and cp. avarice.

Derivatives: audacious-ly, adv., audacious-

ness, n.

audacity, n., daring, boldness. — Formed with

suff. -ity fr. L. auddx, gen. -dcis, "bold', fr. au-

dere, 'to dare'. See prec. word and -ity.

audible, adj. — ML. audibilis, fr. L. audio, audire,

'to hear', which prob. stands for *awis-d-id, fr.

L-E. base *awei-, *au-, 'to perceive', whence also

Oi. dvifi, Avestic dvish, 'openly, evidently', Gk.

alal>dcvo(xat (for *iFia-&-a.vo[iai), 'I perceive',

atto (for *4fltd), 'I hear' (lit. 'I perceive by the
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ear'), OSlav. ave, jave, 'open, public', aviti,

javiti, 'to reveal'. Cp. obedient, obeisance, obey,

oyer, oyez.

Derivatives: audibil-ity, n., audible-ness, n.,

audihl-y, adv.

audience, n. — F., fr. L. audientia, 'a hearing,

audience', fr. audiens, gen. -entis, pres. part, o

audire. See audible and -ence.

audient, n., a hearer, listener. — L. audiens, gen.

-entis. See prec. word and -ent.

audile, adj., auditory. — Formed with suflf. -ile

fr. L. audire, 'to hear'. See audible.

Derivative: audile, n., a person whose imagery

is chiefly auditory (psychol.)

audiology, n., the science of curing defective hear-

ing. — A hybrid coined fr. L. audire, 'to hear',

and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo;, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See audible and -logy.

Derivative : audiolog-ist, n.

audiometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

intensity of sounds. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

audire, 'to hear', and Gk. [jieTpov, 'measure'. See

audible and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: audiometr-y, n., audiometr-ist , n.

audiphone, n., an instrument for helping the deaf

to hear.—A hybrid coined fr. L. audire, 'to hear'

,

and Gk. qiuvT), 'sound'. See audible and phone,

audit, tr. v. and n. ~ Back formation fr. auditor

(q.v.)

audition, n. — L. auditid, gen. -dnis, 'a hearing',

fr. auditus, pp. of audire. See audible and -ion

and cp. auditor,

auditive, adj. — F. auditif ((cm. auditive), fr. L.

auditus, pp. of audire, 'to hear'. See audible.

auditor, n., a hearer. — AF. auditour, corre-

sponding to F. auditeur, fr. L. auditdrem, ace. of

auditor, 'a hearer', fr. auditus, pp. of audire. See

audible and agential suff. -or.

auditorium, n., a building or part of a building

assigned to the audience. — L. auditorium,

'lecture room, hall of justice', prop. neut. of the

adjective auditorius, 'relating to hearing', used

as a noun, and lit. meaning 'the place where

something is heard', fr. auditus, pp. of audire.

See next word and cp. auditory, n.

auditory, adj., pertaining to hearing. — L. audi-

torius, 'relating to a hearer or hearing', fr. audi-

tor, 'hearer'. See auditor. and adj. suff. -ory.

auditory, n., an audience. — L. auditorium, 'lec-

ture room'. See auditorium and subst. suff.

-ory.

Audrey, fem. PN. — Shortened fr. Etheldreda,

latinization of OE. ^Ideldryd, lit. 'noble might',

fr. sedele, 'noble", and dryd, 'strength, might'.

For the first element see atheling. The second

element is rel. to OHG. triuwen, 'to flourish',

trouwen, 'fo grow', MHG. druo, 'fruit', ON.

pro-ask, 'to thrive', l)roskr, 'strong'. Cp. tawdry.

Augean, adj., pertaining to Augeas, king of Elis,

whose stable remained uncleaned for thirty

years until Hercules cleaned it in a day {Greek
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mythol.) — Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Augeas,

fr. Gk. Auysia?, 'Augeas*.

augelite, n., a hydrous aluminum phosphate (min-

eral.) — Lit. 'the bright stone', formed with

combining form -lite fr. Gk. auyvj, 'light of the

sun, brightness'. See augite.

auger, n. — ME. auger, earlier nauger, fr. OE.

nafugdr, which is compounded of nafu, 'nave of

a wheel' and gar, 'spear' ; see nave and gore, 'a

triangular piece of land'. The loss of the initial

n is due to a misdivision of ME. a nauger into

an auger. For similar misdivisions cp. adder and

words there referred to.

Derivative: auger-er, n.

aught, n. — ME. auht, fr. OE. dwiht, dwiht, lit.

'ever a whit', fr. d, 6, 'ever, always', and wiht,

'creature, thing'. See aye, 'ever', and wight and

cp. naught.

augite, n., a variety of pyroxene {mineral.) — L.

augites, fr. Gk. auyf-Dr]?, fr. aijyr], 'light of the

sun, ray, brightness, dawn, daybreak', which is

cogn. with Alb. ago], 'to dawn', agume, 'dawn',

and prob. also with OSlav. jugU, 'south', lit.

'the place where the sun shines', jutro, 'morn-

ing'. Cp. augelite. Cp. also the first element in

Yugoslav.

augment, tr. v., i) to cause to increase; 2) to pre-

fix the augment to (see next word). — F. aug-

menter, fr. L. augmentdre, 'to increase', fr. aug-

mentum, 'increase', fr. augere, 'to increase'. See

auction and -ment.

Derivatives: augment-ed, adj., augment-ed-ly,

adv., augment-er, n.

augment, n., a prefixed vowel or the lengthening of

the initial vowel to form the past tense in Greek

and Sanskrit (gram.) — F., fr. L. augmentum,

'increase', fr. augere, 'to increase'. See aug-

ment, V.

augmentation, n. — F., fr. VL. augmentdtidnem,

ace. of augmentdtid, 'an increasing', fr. L. aug-

mentdlus, pp. of augmentdre, 'to increase'. See

augment, v., and -ion.

augmentative, adj. — F. augmentalif (fem. aug-

mentative), fr. L. augmentdtus, pp. otaugmentdre

.

See augment, v., and -ive.

Derivative: augmentative-ly, adv.

augur, n., in ancient Rome, a priest who foretold

events by interpreting omens. — L., 'augur, di-

viner, soothsayer; a member of the college of

priests in Rome, who foretold the future', trans-

formation of OL. *augos, gen. *augeris, 'in-

crease' (with assimilation of the e to the u of

the first syllable), rel. to augere, 'to increase'.

For the change of the neuter gender (in OL.
*augos) to the masculine fin L. augur), cp. L.

vetus, 'old', which derives from the noun *wetos,

'year', and orig. meant 'of (many) years' (see

veteran). The usual derivation fr. "avi-ger (avis,

'bird', and gerere, 'to bear, conduct') is folk

etymology. Cp. inaugurate,

augur, tr. and intr. v., to foretell; to prophesy. —
L. augwdri, 'to perform the functions of an

augur; to foretell by auguries; to foretell; to
prophesy', fr. L. augur. See augur, n.

augural, adj., pertaining to augurs or augury. —
L. augurdlis, 'belonging to augurs, relating to

soothsaying', fr. augur. See augur, n., and adj.

suff. -al.

augurate, n., the office of an augur. — L. augu-

rdtus, 'the office of an augur', fr. augurdtus,

pp. otaugurdri. See augur, v., and subst. suff. -ate.

augury, n. — OF. augurie, fr. L. augurium, 'di-

vination; profession of an augur'. See augur, n.,

and -y (representing L. -ium).

august, adj., majestic, venerable. — L. augustus,

'majestic, venerable, august', lit. 'that which is

made to increase', rel. to augere, 'to increase';

cp. Lith. dukstas, Lett, augsts, 'high, of superior

rank'. See auction and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: august-ly, adv., august-ness, n.

August, n., name of the eighth month of the

year. — L. Augustus; named after Augustus

Caesar, the first Roman emperor, lit. 'venerable,

august'. See august. For sense development cp.

Sebastian.

Augusta, fem. PN. — L., fem. of Augustus. See

Augustus.

Augustan, adj., i) of, or pertaining to, Augustus

Caesar or his times ; 2) of, or pertaining to, any

age resembUng that of Augustus Caesar. — L.

Augustdnus, 'of, or relating to, Augustus', fr.

Augustus. See August and -an.

Augustine, Augustin, Austin, masc. PN. — L.

Augustinus, lit. 'of, or pertaining to, Augustus',

fr. Augustus. See next word and -ine (representing

L. -inus).

Augustus, masc. PN. — L., fr. augustus, 'vener-

able, august'; the name was first applied to

Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus. See august and

cp. August,

auk, n. — Scand. Cp. ON. dlka, Dan. aike,

Swed. alka, which prob. derive from the I.-E.

imitative base *el-, *ol-, 'to shout, cry', whence

also L. olor (for *elor), 'swan', Mir. ela, 'swan',

and possibly also Gk. eXeS, 'a marsh bird',

eXtoptoi;, 'a water bird'. Cp. Alca.

auklet, n., any of small species of auks.— Form-

ed fr. prec. word with dimin. suff. -let.

auksinas, n., a money of account in Lithuania. —
Lith., lit. 'gulden', fr. duksas, 'gold', fr. OLith.

ausas, of s.m., which is rel. to OPruss. ausis and

cogn. with L. aurum, of s.m. ; see aureate. See

Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I, p. 86 s.v. aurum.

aula, n., a large hall. — L., 'the front court of a

Grecian house', fr. Gk. a'JXr,, 'open court, court,

hair, fr. I.-E. base *au-, 'to rest', whence also

Arm. ag-anim, 'I pass the night', Gk. tauco (for

*i-af-tco), '1 sleep', and prob. the second element

in Gk. evia'jTog, 'year'. Cp. oriel,

aulaco-, before a vowel aulac-, combining form

meaning 'furrow'. — Gk. auXaxo-, auXax-,

from the stem of aiXa? (gen. aiiXocxoc;), "fur-

row', which stands for •a-fXax-? and is cogn.



Aulacomnium

with OSlav. vlekg, vleSti, Lith. velkii, vilkti, 'to

draw, drag'.

Aulacomnium, n., a genus of mosses (6o^) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. aSkal,, gen. aiiXa-

K.OQ, 'furrow' (see prec. word), and jxvtov, 'moss',

whicli is cogn. with Lith. miniava, 'close-mown

turf'.

auld, adj., old. — OE. aid; a dial, variant of old

(qv.)

aulic, adj., pertaining to a court. — F. aulique, fr.

L. aulicus, fr. Gk. auXixoc, fr. aiXTj, 'court'. See

aula and -ic.

Derivative: aulic-ism, n.

aumbry, aumery, n. — Variants of ambry,

aumil, n., a native revenue collector in India. —
Hind, 'dmil, fr. Arab, 'am/7, 'worker, agent',

partic. of 'dmila, 'he worked, labored, made',

which is rel. to 'dmal, 'work, toil', and to Heb.

'dmdl, Aram.-Syr. 'dmdl, 'he worked', Ethiop.

md'mat, 'tool', Akkad. nlmelu, 'gain, possession'.

Cp. omlah.

aumildar, n., a revenue collector in India. —
Hind, 'amaldar, lit. 'one holding an office', a

hybrid coined fr. Arab, 'dmal, 'work' (see au-

mil), and the Persian agential suff. -dar, meaning

'holder, possessor', which is rel. to Avestic

ddrayeiti, 'holds, supports', OI. dhardyati, of

s.m., fr. I.-E. base *dher{e)-, 'to hold, support',

whence also L. firmus, 'firm, steadfast, stable,

strong'. See firm, adj., and cp. the first element

in Darius. Cp. also the second element in baha-

dur, chobdar, chokidar, dizdar, dufterdar, en-

amdar, foujdar, havildar, jaghiredar, jemadar,

killadar, ressaldar, silladar, sirdar, subahdar,

tahsildar, talukdar, thanadar, zemindar,

auncel, n., a weight used in England in the Middle

Ages. — AF. auncelle, fr. It. lancella, dimin. of

lance, 'balance', fr. L. lanx, gen. lands, 'plate,

dish; scale of the weighing machine'. See bal-

ance. The loss of the initial / in E. auncel is due

to the circumstance that the initial / in It. lan-

cella was mistaken for the It. def. art. /' and

consequently dropped.

aunt, n. — AF. aunte, fr. OF. ante (F. tante), fr.

L. amita, 'father's sister', which is formed with

-ita, a suff. of prob. Etruscan origin, from the

infantile imitative base *am(ma), 'mother, grand-

mother, nurse'. Cp. Gk. djitiix, ajiiJia?, d^^iy.,

'mother', ON. amma, 'grandmother', OHG.

amma, 'mother, nurse', MIr. ammait, 'old hag'.

The base occurs also in the Semitic languages;

cp. Heb. em, Aram.-Syr. em, Arab, umm, imm,

Ethiop. em, Akkad. ummu, 'mother'. Cp. also

the second element in begum,

aura, n. emanation; aroma. — L., 'breeze, wind,

air', fr. Gk. a'jpoc, 'air in motion, breeze', which

is rel. to irjp, 'air'. See air and cp. soar,

aural, adj., of, or pertaining, to the ear. Formed

with adj. sufT. -al fr. L. auris, 'ear'. See auricle.

Derivative: aural-ly, adv.

aural, adj., pertaining to an aura. — Formed fr.

aura with adj. suff. -al.
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auramine, auramin, n., a yellow dyestuff (chem.)

Coined fr. L. aurum, 'gold' (see aureate), and

amine,

aureate, adj., golden (rare). — L. auredtus, fr.

aureus, 'golden', fr. aurum, 'gold', Ut. 'the shin-

ing metal', fr. I.-E. base *awes-, 'to shine',

whence also OLith. ausas, Lith. duksas, OPruss.

ausis, 'gold', and possibly also Toch. A was, of

s.m. See aurora and cp. auksinas, auramine, au-

relia, aureole, aurin, dorado. El Dorado, loriot,

moidore, or, 'gold', ore, oriflamme, oriole,

ormolu, oroide, orphrey, orpiment.

aurelia, n., butterfly chrysalis. — ModL., fr. It.

aurelia, prop. fem. ofaurelio, 'shining like gold',

fr. L. aurum, 'gold'. See aureate and cp. Aurelia.

Derivative: aureli-an, adj.

Aurelia, fem. PN. — L., fem. of AureUus (q.v.)

Aurelius, masc. PN. — L., the name of a Roman

gens, rel. to aurum, 'gold'. See aureate.

Aureobasidium, n., a genus of basidiomycetes

(ftof.) — A ModL. hybrid coined fr. L. aureus,

'of gold, golden', and basidium, a word of Greek

origin. The correct form would be Chrysobasi-

dium, in which both elements are of Greek ori-

gin (see chryso- and cp. aureomycin).

aureole, n., celestial crown. — L. aureola (corona),

'golden crown', fem. of aureolus, 'golden', di-

min. of aureus, fr. aurum, 'gold'. See aureate

and cp. oriole.

aureomycin, n., an antibiotic drug resembling

penicillin (med.) — A hybrid coined fr. L. au-

reus, 'golden' (so called from its color), Gk.

jx'jxYji;, 'fungus', and chem. suff. -in; see aure-

ate and myco-. The correct form would be

chrysomycin, in which both elements are of

Greek origin (see chryso- and cp. Aureobasi-

dium).

auri-, combining form meaning 'gold'. — Fr. L.

aurum, 'gold'. See aureate,

auri-, combining form meaning 'ear'. — Fr. L.

auris, 'ear'. See auricle,

aurichalcite, n., a basic copper zinc carbonate

(mineral.) — Formed with subst. suflf. -ite fr. L.

aurichalcum, 'yellow copper ore', popular alter-

ation of orichalcum (as if related to aurum,

'gold'), fr. Gk. 6pEl/a>.xo!;, 'a kind of copper',

later 'brass', lit. 'mountain copper', fr. opo;,

'mountain', and yjtky.oc,, 'copper'. See oro-,

'mountain', and clialco- and cp. orichalc. For

the change of the Greek masculine gender to

Latin neuter cp. Gk. xaaat-repo;, 'tin', whence

L. cassiterum (see cassiterite).

auricle, n., i) the external ear; 2) chamber of the

heart. — L. auricula, 'the external ear', dimin.

of auris, 'ear', which stands for *ausis, fr. I.-E.

base *awei-, *au-, 'to perceive'. See ear, 'the or-

gan of hearing', and cp. aural, 'pertaining to the

ear'. For the ending see suff. -cle.

Derivative: auricl-ed, adj.

auricula, n., the Alpine primula (hot.) — Lit. 'a

little ear'. See auricle.

Derivatives: auricular (q.v.), auricul-ate, adj.
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auricular, adj., i) pertaining to the ear; 2) per-

taining to an auricle. — ML. auriculdris, fr. L.

auricula. See auricle and adj. suff. -ar.

auriculo-, combining form meaning 'auricular'.

— Fr. L. auricula. See auricle.

auriferous, adj., containing gold. — Compounded
of L. aurum, 'gold', and ferre, 'to bear, carry'.

See aureate and -ferous.

auriform, adj., earshaped. — Compounded of L.

auris, 'ear', and forma, 'form, shape'. See auricle

and -form.

aurify, v. , to turn into gold.— See aureate and -fy.

Auriga, n., the Charioteer (astron.) — L. auriga,

'a charioteer, driver', compounded of aureae

(pi.), 'bridle of a horse', and -iga, 'driver'. Aureae

stands for oreae (pi.), a derivative of os, gen. oris,

'mouth' ; -iga derives fr. agere, 'to set in motion,

drive, lead'. See oral and agent, adj.

aurigal, adj., pertaining to a charioteer. — L.

aurigdlis, fr. auriga. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -al.

Aurignacian, adj. and n. (archaeol.) — Named
from Aurignac, in the department of Haute-

Garonne in France, a place where many uten-

sils of primeval man were first discovered. For

the ending see suff. -ian.

aurilave, n., earcleaner. — Compounded of L.

auris, 'ear', and lavdre, 'to wash'. See auricle

and lave.

aurin, n., a poisonous red synthetic dye,— Form-

ed with chem. suff. -in fr. L. aurum, 'gold'.

See aureate.

aurist, n., ear speciahst, otologist. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. auris, 'ear' (see aureate), and -ist, a

suff. of Greek origin.

auro-, combining form meaning 'gold'. — Fr. L.

aurum, 'gold'. See aureate.

auro-, combining form meaning 'wind'. — Fr.

Gk. aupa, 'breeze'. See aura.

aurochs, n., the European bison. — G. Auerochs,

fr. MHG. ur(ohse), fr. OHG. ur(ohso), rel. to

ON. iirr (gen. arar), of s.m., ON. Ur, 'fine rain,

drizzle', ON. drigr, OE. Urig, 'wet', and cogn.

with Gk. oupov, L. urina, 'urine', but OI.

usrdh, 'ox', is not cognate; see urine. For the

second element in aurochs see ox. L. Cirus,

'aurochs', is a Tcut. loan word; see urus.

aurora, n., the dawn of day; (cap.) the goddess

of dawn in Roman mythology, identified with

the Greek Eos. — L. aurora, 'dawn', for *au-

sosa (for the form cp. L. Flora, 'the goddess of

flowers', fr. fids, gen. floris, 'flower'), fr. I.-E.

base *awes-, 'to shine', whence also Gk. 3<og,

Homeric yjcoj; (for *dusds), 'dawn', OI. usuh,

Lith. ausrd, 'dawn', L. ouster, 'south wind'. ON.
ausir, OE. cast, 'east'. See east and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also L. aurum, 'gold',

which also derives fr. I.-E. base *awes-, 'to

shine', and lit. denotes the shining metal (see

aureate and cp. words there referred to), Cp.

also the first element in Ostrogoth.

aurora australis, the Southern Lights. — L., lit.

Auster

'southern dawn'. See aurora and austral.

aurora borealls, the Northern Lights. — L., lit.

'northern dawn'. The term was introd'A."M3y
Gassendi in 1621. See aurora and bortf!.^

aurum, n., gold (term of chemistry). — L. See
aureate.

auscultate, tr. and intr. v., to examine by aus-

cultation. — L. auicultdtus, pp. of auscultdre.

See next word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: auscultation (q.v.), auscult-at-ive,

adj., auscultat-or, n., auscultat-ory, adj.

auscultation, n., a listening to the sounds in the

human body. — L. auscultdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

auscultdtus, pp. of auscultdre, 'to hear with at-

tention, listen to'. L. auscultdre was prob. form-

ed with metathesis fr. *aus-clutdre, fr. *aus-

clutos, 'heard with one's (own) ears', fr. *aus-is

(whence auris), 'ear', and *chitos, 'heard '(cp.

in-clutus, 'celebrated, famous'). See auricle and

loud. Accordingly auscultdre lit. means 'to hear

with one's (own) ears'. Cp. Gk. wraxouaTctv, 'to

hearken, listen to', fr. (iTaxouoTT)?, 'hearkcncr,

listener', which is compounded of oZc;, gen.

(OTo?, 'ear', and axoiieiv, 'to hear', hence is

analogous to L, aus-cultdre both in sense and

form. Cp. scout, 'spy'.

auslaut, n., final sound. — G. Auslaut, fr. aus,

'out of, and Laut, 'sound, tone', G. aus derives

fr. MHG. «j, fr. OHG. mj, which is rel. to Goth.,

ON., OE. lit; see out. G. Laut, 'sound, tone',

comes fr. laut, 'loud'. Sec loud antl cp. ablaut,

aniaut, inlaut, umlaut.

Ausonia, n., a poetic name for Italy. — L. Au-

sonia, fr. Ausones (Gk. Auaovsi;), 'the Auson-

ians', ancient inhabitants of Middle and Lower

Italy; of lllyrian origin.

Derivative: Ausoni-an, adj. and n,

auspicate, tr. v., to predict. — L. auspicdtus, pp.

of auspicdri, 'to take auspices', fr. auspex, gen.

auspicis. See next word and verbal suff. -ate.

auspice, n., an omen (usually a favorable one). —
F., fr. L. auspicium, 'divination by observing the

flight of birds', fr. auspex, gen. auspicis, 'diviner,

augur', lit. 'bird seer', fr. avis, 'bird', and the

stem oi specere, spicere, 'to see, look at, watch'.

For the first element see aviary and cp. auscul-

tation, for the second see species and cp. spy.

auspicious, adj. of good omen, favorable. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. L, auspicium. See prec.

word. Derivatives: auspicious-ly, adv., aus-

picious-iiess, n.

Auster, n., the south wind. — L., of uncertain

origin. It is perh. cogn. with ON. auslr, n.,

'east'; adv., 'eastward', OHG. dstar, "to the

east' (whence dstar-rihi. G. Osterreich. "Aus-

tria'), Lett. *austrs, 'eastern' in dustrunis, 'east',

OSlav. uslrH, 'pertaining to summer', Avestic

«5/(ai-ra/-a, 'eastern', and with OHG. dstan, OE.
east, 'east'; see aurora and cp. austral; cp. also

east. However, on the basis of this etymology,

it is difficult to explain why L. auster denotes the

'south wind' (and not the 'cast wind'). See



Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I, p. 87, where also an

attempt is made to explain the meaning of L.

auster.

austere, adj., stem, severe; very simple. — OF.

austere (F. austere), fr. L. austerus, 'dry, harsh,

sour, tart', fr. Gk. ai<iT7]p6(;, 'harsh, rough,

bitter', fr. a5eiv, 'to dry', fr. aSoq, 'dry'. See

auantic.

Derivatives: austere-ly, adv., austere-ness, n.,

austerity, n. (q.v.)

austerity, n., the quality of being austere. — OF.

austerite (F. austdrite% fr. L. austeritdtem, ace.

of ausieritds, fr. austerus. Seeptec.v/ord and -ity.

Austin, masc. PN. — Abbreviation of Augustin

(qv.)

austral, adj. southern; southerly. — L. australis,

'southern', fr. auster, 'south wind'. See AiBter

and adj. suff. -al and cp. next word.

Australia, n.— Lit. 'southern land', fr. L. austra-

lis, 'southern', in Terra Australis, 'the Southern

Land'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: Australi-an, adj. and n., Australi-

an-ize, tr. v., Australi-an-iz-ation, n.

austro-, combining form meaning 'south'. — Fr.

L. auster, 'south wind, the south'. See Auster.

aut-, form of auto- before a vowel.

autarchy, n., absolute sovereignty.— Gk. auxap-

-/ta, fr. auxapxsiv, 'to be an absolute ruler',

which is compounded of auT6(;, 'self', and

apxew, 'to rule'. See auto- and -archy.

autarchy, n., autarky.— See next word;influenced

in form by prec. word.

autarky, n., self-suflficiency. — Gk. au-ripxeia,

fr. auxapxEtv, 'to be self sufficient', compound-

ed of auTo;, 'self, and dtpxeiv, 'to suffice'.

For the first element see auto-. Gk. apxctv is

cogn. with L. arcere, 'to enclose, hold'; see ar-

canum.

auth-, form of auto- before an aspirate.

authentic, adj. authoritative; reliable; genuine. —
OF. autentjque (F. authentique), fr. Gk. au&£V-

Tixi;, 'original, genuine, principal', fr. au»£vTY)r;,

auTo-^vTY)!;, 'absolute master, ruler; murderer',

lit. 'one who does a thing himself', compounded

of aijT6(;, 'self ('see auto-), and *gvTT)(;, 'one

who does (a thing) himself, which is rel. to

ivuto, Att. aviioi, 'I accomplish', and cogn. with

01. sanSti, 'wins, gains', perhaps also with Hitt.

shanh-zi, 'he seeks, strives'. Cp. efTendi.

Derivatives: authentic, n., authentic-al-ly, adv.,

authenticate (qv.), authentic-ity, n., authentic-

ly, adv., authentic-ness, n.

authenticate, tr. v., to make authentic, verify. —
ML. authenticdtus, pp. of authenticdre, fr. Late L.

authenticus. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives : authentic-ation, n. , authentic-ator,n.

author, n. — ME. autour, authour, fr. OF. autor

(F. auteur), fr. L. auctorem, ace. of auctor, 'he

that brings about, master, supporter, leader,

author', an agential noun formed fr. auctus, pp.

of augere 'to increase*. See auction and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also octroi.
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Derivatives: author, tr. v., author-ess, n., author-

ial, adj., author-ial-ly, adv., authority (q.v.),

authorize (q.v.)

authority, n. — F. autorite, fr. L. auctdritdtem,

ace. of auctdritds, 'invention, advice, opinion, in-

fluence, command', fr. auctor, 'master, leader'.

See prec. word and -ity.

Derivatives : authorit-arian, adj. and n., authorit-

ative, adj., authorit-ative-ly, adv., authorit-ative-

ness, n.

authorize, tr. v. — OF. autorizer (F. autoriser),

fr. ML. auctorizdre, fr. L. auctor. See author

and -ize.

Derivatives: authoriz-able, adj., authoriz-ation,

n., authoriz-ed, adj., authoriz-er, n.

autism, n., morbid admiration of oneself {psy-

choid) — G. Autismus, coined by the Swiss psy-

chiatrist Eugen Bleuler (1857-1939) fr- Gk.

auT6<;, 'self, and sufif. -ismus. See auto- and

-ism.

autist, n., one who morbidly admires oneself

{psychol.} — Coined fr. Gk. auxi?, 'self, and

suff. -ist. See prec. word.

Derivative: autist-ic, adj.

auto, n. {colloq.) — Short for automobile,

auto-, before a vowel aut-, before an aspirate

auth-.— Gk. auTo-, a^T-, aud-, fr. auT6g, 'self,

same', of uncertain origin.

autobiographer, n. — Compounded of auto- and

biographer.

autobiography, n. — Compounded of auto- and

biography ;first used by the English poetand prose

writer Robert Southey (1774- 1843) in 1809 with

reference to the autobiography of the Portu-

guese painter Francisco Vieira (in Quarterly

Review, I, 283).

Derivatives: autobiographic-ic, autobiograph-

ical, adjs., autobiograph-ical-ly, adv.

autocade, n., a procession of automobiles. — A

modem word formed fr. auto on analogy of ca-

valcade (q.v.) See also -cade and cp. the syno-

nym motorcade.

autocar, n., an automobile. — A hybrid coined

fr. auto and car.

autocephalous, adj., having its own head or chief.

— Compounded of auto- and Gk. XEtpaX/;,

'head'. See cephalic and -ous.

autochthon, n., an aboriginal inhabitant. — L.

autochthon, fr. Gk. aurox^ojv, 'from the land it-

self, which is compounded of auTO- (see auto-)

and x^wv, gen. x^ov6(;, 'earth, soil'. See chthon-

ian.

Derivatives: autochthon-al, autochthon-ic, au-

tochthon-ous, adjs., autochthon-ism, n.

autoclave, n., a container used for sterilizing and

cooking. — F. , lit. 'self-locking', a hybrid coined

fr. Gk. ainhci, 'self, and L. cldvis, 'key'. See auto-

and clavide.

autocracy, n., supreme political power; dictator-

ship.— F. autocratic, fr. Gk. auroxpA-ceia, fr.

otuToxpaTr)?. See next word and -oracy.

autocrat, n., a ruler with supreme power; dicta-
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tor.— F. autocrate, fr. Gk. auToxpaTrj;, 'ruling

by oneself, which is compounded of auTO- (see

auto-) and xpaTo?, 'strength, power, rule'. See

-crat. Derivatives: autocrat-ic, adj., autocrat-

ic-al-ly, adv.

auto-da-fe, n., the sentence passed by the Inquisi-

tion. — Port., lit. 'act of faith', fr. L. actus de

fide, 'an act concerning faith'. L. dctus derives

fr. dctus, pp. of agere, 'to do, act'. L. fide is the

abl. of fides, 'faith'. See act, de- and fidelity.

autodidact, n., one self-taught. — Gk. aiixo-

SiSaxToi;, 'self-taught', fr. auTo- (see auto-) and

SiSaxT6i;, 'taught', verbal adj. of SiSaoxEtv, 'to

teach'. See didactic.

Derivative: autodidact-ic, adj.

autoecious, adj., passing through all stages of

growth on the same host [said of certain fungi]

(bat.) — Compounded of auto- and Gk. olxoi;,

'house'. See economy.

autogamous, adj., self-fertilizing (60/.) — Com-
pounded of auto- and Gk. yaixo?, 'marriage'.

See -gamous.

autogamy, n., self-fertilization {hot.) — Com-
pounded of auto- and Gk. -ya.\d5., fr. yi.\i.o(;,

'marriage'. See -gamy.

autogenesis, n., spontaneous generation.— Com-
pounded of auto- and genesis.

autogenetic, adj., pertaining to autogenesis. —
Compounded of auto- and genetic.

Derivative: autogenetic-al-ly, adv.

autogenous, adj., self-generated. — Coined by the

English biologist Sir Richard Owen (1804-92)

in 1846 fr. Gk. auxoyevT)?, 'self-produced', fr.

auTO- (see auto-) and the stem of yevvav, 'to

produce'. See -genous.

Derivative: autogenous-ly, adv.

autogeny, n., autogenesis. — See autogenesis and

-geny.

autograph, n., signature. — L. autographum, fr.

Gk. aijT6Ypa<pov, neut. of auToypaqjo?, 'written

with one's own hand', compounded of auxo-

(see auto-) and -Ypa90(;, fr. ypacpEiv, 'to write'.

See -graph.

Derivatives: autograph-y, n., autograph-ical,ad].

autogravtu-e, n., a kind of photogravure. — A
hybrid coined fr. Gk. atuxi?, 'self and F. gra-

vure, fr. graver 'to grave'. See auto-, grave, v.,

and -ure.

autogiro, n., a type of airplane.— Sp., compound-
ed of auto- and Gk. yOpo?, 'ring'. See gyre.

autointoxication, n., self-poisoning (med.) —
Compounded of auto- and intoxication.

automatic, adj. — Formed with sufF. -ic fr. Gk.
(iux6|i.axo(; (see automaton); first used by the

English physician and philosopher David Hart-

ley (1705-57) in 1748.

Derivatives: automatic, n., aulomatic-al , adj.,

automatic-al-ly, adv.

automation, n., a method in which manufacturing

processes are automatically performed by self-

operating devices. — A hybrid coined by D. S.

Harder, a vice-president of the Ford Motor

Company, fr. automatic and sufF. -tion.

automatism, n., the state of being automatic; in-

voluntary action. — Gk. auT0|j.axio(i6?, 'that

which happens of itself, fr. aux6(i.axo?. See next

word and -ism.

automaton, n., i) any automatic device; 2) any
living being that acts automatically. — Gk.
auxiipiaxov, neut. of auxoj/axoi;, 'acting of one's

own will, happening of itself, compounded of

auxo- (see auto-) and I.-E. *mi}tds, 'thinking',

fr. base *men-, 'to think', whence also Gk.
[x£vxwp, 'adviser'. See mind and cp. mentor.

Automedon, n., a friend and charioteer of Achil-

les {Greek mythol.) — Gk. AuxofjiESaiv, lit.

'ruling by himself, compounded of auxo- (see

auto-) and [i^Suv, [iESIoiv, 'guardian, ruler'

(prop. pres. part, of the ancient verb (ieSsiv,

'to protect, rule over'), fr. I.-E. base *mid-, 'to

measure, limit, consider', which is a -rf-enlarge-

ment of base *me-, 'to measure'. See meditate

and cp. the second element in Andromeda and

in words there referred to.

automobile, adj. and n. — Lit. 'moving of itself,

a hybrid coined fr. Gk. aixog, 'self, and L.

mobilis, 'movable' ; see auto- and movable. The
modern Greek calls it auxoyivvjxo, 'moved of

itself (see cinema).

Derivatives: automobile, n. and intr. v., auto-

mobil-ism, n., automobil-ist, n.

automotive, adj., self-moving; automobile; per-

taining to automobiles. — A hybrid coined fr.

Gk. auxoi;, 'self, and L. motlvus, 'moving'. See

auto- and motive.

autonomic, adj. — See autonomous and -ic.

autonomist, n. — Formed with sufF. -ist fr. Gk.

oiur6vo[Loq. See next word.

autonomous, adj. self-governing. — Gk. aixo-

vofiog, 'living by one's own laws', compounded

of auxo- (see auto-) and vojxo?, 'law'. See nemo-.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -oq, see -ous.

autonomy, n., self-government. — Gk. au-ovo(.iia,

'independence', fr. auxovojio;. See prec. word

and -y (representing Gk. -i5),

autonym, n., a person's own name. — Lit. 'one's

own name', formed fr. auto- and Gk. ovujxa,

dialectal form of ovo|jta, 'name'. See name and

cp. onomato-. Cp. also antonym and words there

referred to.

autonymous, adj^ -^ See prec. word and -ous.

autonymy, n., a word used as a name for itself. —
Compounded of auto-, Gk. ovui^ia, dialectal

form of 6vo|ia, 'name', and sutT. -y; introduced

by Rudolf Camap (bom in 1891). See autonym

and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

autoplasty, n. {surg.) — Compounded of auto-

and -plasty. Derivative: autoplasl-ic, adj.

autopsy, n., post-mortem examination of a body.

— Gk. auxotJjCa, 'a seeing with one's own eyes',

compounded of auxo- (see auto-) and o-ytc,

'sight'. See -opsis.

Derivatives: autopsy, tr. v., autops-ic, autops-ic-

al, adjs.
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autoptic, adj., based on personal observation. —
Gk. -xuTOTiTixot;, fr. oLUTomrfi, 'seeing oneself',

which is compounded of auTo- (see auto-) and

the stem of 6i^o;>ia'., 'I shall see', '6'\iiQ, 'sight'.

See -opsis and cp. prec. word.

autosuggestion, n. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk.

auTo;. 'self, and L. suggeslio. See auto- and

suggestion.

autotelic, adj., doing something for its own sake.

— Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. auTOxeXY)?,

'ending in itself, which is compounded of au-ro-

(sce auto-) and tIXo?, 'end'. See tele-.

autotoxin,n., toxin formed within the body (.med.)

— Compounded of auto- and toxin,

autotype, n., a facsimile. — Compounded of

auto- and type.

autotypography, n., a process of drawing designs

on gelatin. — Compounded of auto- and typo-

graphy,

autumn, n. — OF. autompne (F. automne), fr. L.

aiiiiiminis, which is prob. of Etruscan origin. Cp.

It. aiiliinno. Rum. toamna. Proven?, autom, Sp.

olono, OPort. atuno. Port, oiitono, 'autumn',

which all derive fr. L. autunmus. Cp. also

ratoon.

autumnal, adj. — L. autumnalis, fr. autumnus.

Sec autumn and adj. suff. -al.

autumnity, n., the quality of autumn. — L. autum-

iiitas, 'the season of autumn', fr. autumnus. See

autumn and -ity.

autunite, n., a hydrous uranium calcium phos-

phate {mineral.) — Named after Autun in

France. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

auxano-, combining form meaning 'increase,

growth', as in auxanomcter. — Gk. au^avo-, fr.

autavsiv, 'to increase', which is rcl. to au^eiv,

of s.m., and cogn. with L. augere, pp. auctus, 'to

increase'. See auction and cp. auxesis, auxetic,

auxo-.

auxanonieter, n., an instrument for measuring

the growth of plants. — Compounded of auxa-

no- and Gk. xi'fo-^, 'measure'. See meter, 'poeti-

cal rhythm'.

auxesis, n., amplification, hyperbole (rhet) —
Gk. y.-j'.ry.z. from the stem of a'j;av£i.v, 'to in-

crease". See auxano-.

auxetic, auxetical, adj., pertaining to auxesis. —
Gk. a'j;r,T'.y.6?, fr. au=r,T6c, 'that may be in-

creased", verbal adj. of a'j^ivsiv. See auxano-.

Derivative: auxeiical-Iy, adv.

auxiliary, adj. — L. auxiliaris, 'helpful', fr. auxi-

lium, 'help, aid, assistance, support', which is

rel. to augere, pp. auctus, 'to increase'. See auc-

tion and adj. suff. -ary.

Deri\ativc: auxiliary, n.

auxin, n., a substance that stimulates stem growth

(i)/0(7jc»j.)— Coined fr. Gk. aujsiv, 'to increase'

(see iiiixo-), and chem. suff. -in.

auxo-, ^uinbuung form meaning 'stimulating

growth'. — Gk. au^o-, fr. aij^etv, 'to increase'.

See auxano-.

avail, intr. and tr. v. — ME. availen, fr. OF. a.

132

'to' (see a), and vail-, the pres. stem of valoir, 'to

be worth', fr. L. valere, 'to be well, be strong,

be worth'. See valiant.

Derivatives: avail, n., avail-abil-ily, n., avail-

able, adj., avail-able-ness, n., avail-abl-y, adv.,

avail-ing-ly, adv.

aval, n., endorsement on a bill.— F., fr. It. avallo,

of s.m., fr. Arab, hawala", 'money order', fr.

hila, 'he changed'.

avalanche, n., mass of snow sliding down a moun-

tain. — F., fr. dial. Swiss avalantse, formed un-

der the influence of F. a vol, 'downhill', avaler,

'to descend', fr. Savoy, lavantse, fr. VL. *labanca,

'avalanche', which is prob. of pre-Latin origin

(cp. the suff. -anca in *labanca, which is of Li-

gurian origin). Cp. OProveng. lavanca, 'ava-

lanche', which also derives fr. VL. *lahanca. For

another related word of pre-Latin origin sec

moraine. The derivation of VL. *labanca fr. L.

labl, 'to glide down', is prob. folk etymology.

avale, tr. v., to cause to descend. — F. avaler, fr.

a val, 'downhill', lit. 'to the valley', fr. a, 'to'

(see a), and val, 'valley', fr. L. vallis, 'valley'.

See vale, n., 'valley', and cp. vendaval.

avant-courier, n., a herald. — For F. avant-cour-

rier, 'forerunner'. See avaunt and courier,

avarice, n., greed. — OF. (=- F.) avarice, fr. L.

avdritia, 'greed', fr. avarus, 'greedy', which is

rel. to avere, 'to long eagerly for, wish, de-

sire'. Sec avid and -ice.

avaricious, adj., greedy. — F. avarkieux (fem.

avaricieuse), 'greedy', fr. avarice, 'greed'. See

prec. word and -ous.

Oen\'a.lives:avaricious-ly,-ddv.,avaricious-ness,n.

avast, interj., hold! stop! {iiaul.) — Prob. cor-

ruption of Du. houd vast, 'hold fast'. Sec hold,

v., and fast, adj.

avatar, n., descent of a Hindu deity {Hindu my-

thol.) — OI. avatarah, 'descent', fr. ava, 'down',

and tdrati, 'crosses over'. The first element is rel.

to OI. aviih, 'down, downward', Avestic ava,

'down', and cogn. with Gk. au- (in xj/xttelv,

'to go back, retire'), L. au-, 'away' (in auferre,

'to carry away", etc.), Lith., Lett., OPruss. priv.

pref. au-, OSlav. m, 'at, with', Olr. o, iia, 'down,

from'; cp. the first element in vesania and in

vesper. OI. tdrati derives fr. I.-E. base *ter-,

'to pass beyond, cross over". See term and cp.

words there referred to.

avaunt. interj., begone. — F. avant, 'forward', fr.

L. ah ante, 'from before", whence also It. avaiui,

OSp., Port, avante, Catal. avant, OProven?.

avans. See advance and cp. ci-devant. Cp. also

the first element in vambrace, vamp, 'front part

of a boot', vamplate, vanguard, vanward.

ave, interj., i) hail! ; 2) farewell! ; n., the salutation

ave. — L. ave, in vulgar speech have, 'hail, fare-

well', fr. Phoen.-Punic, hdwi, corresponding to

Heb. hdyi", imper. sing. masc. of Phoen. -Punic

liawd,Ksp. Heb. hdyd", 'he lived'. Cp. Plautus,

Poenulus, 994, 998, looi, and see Walde-Hof-

mann, LEW., I, pp. 80-8 1 . — The identity of the
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Semitic bases h-w-h (h-w-') and h-y-h is illustrat-

ed in Gen. 3 : 20, 'And the man called his wife's

name Eve {Hawwd''-), because she was the mother

of all living Qidyy. See Eve. For sense de-

velopment cp. Heb. y^hl ddhont hammelekh

Ddwtdli I'olam: 'Let my lord king David live for

ever!' (I Kings 1:31; cp. Dan. 2:4 and passim),

E. 'Long live the King!', F. 'Vive le roi', etc.,

all used as formulas of greeting.

(The origin of L. ave being thus established, we

shall be able to find the exact meaning of the

words with which the gladiators greeted the

emperor : 'Ave, Imperator, moritflri te saWtant'

(see Suetonius, Claudius 2 1 ). The usual rendering

is: 'Hail, Emperor, who are about to die salute

you'. In fact, however, the Latin words express

a perfect antithesis. According to my opinion,

their original meaning was: 'Live, Emperor!

They who are about to die salute you.')

avellan, avellane, adj
. ,
pertaining to, or resembling,

a filbert or hazel. — Fr. L. avelldna, 'filbert',

shortened from nux avelldna, lit. 'nut of Avella',

fr. Avella, Abella, name of a town in Campania,

abounding in nuts. See apple.

Avena, n., a genus of grasses; the oat grass {bot.)

— L. avena, 'oats', prob. formed fr. orig. *avig-

snd, but influenced in form by the ending of

arena, 'sand'; cogn. with OSlav. ovisu, 'oats',

Russ. ov«, Lith. avizd, Lett, duza, OPruss.

wy.se, of s.m. Cp. avener.

avenaceous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

oats. — L. avendceus, 'of oats, oaten', fr. avena.

See prec. word and -aceous.

avenalin, n., a globuline occurring in oat kernels

{biochem.) — Formed with chem. suff. -in fr.

L. avena, 'oats'. See Avena.

avener, n., a chief officer of the stable who had

the charge of the provender for the horses {hist.)

— OF. avenier, fr. L. avendrius 'pertaining to

oats', fr. avena. See Avena and agential suff. -er.

Derivatives: aven-ary, aven-ery, n.

avenge, tr. and intr. v. — OF. avengier, fr. a, 'to'

(sfe a), and vengier (F. venger), fr. L. vindicdre,

'to lay claim to, avenge, punish'. See vindicate

and cp. vengeance, revenge.

Derivatives : aveng-er, n., avenge-ful, adj., aveng-

ing, adj., aveng-ing-ly, adv.

avens, n., a plant of the genus Geum {hot.) —
ME. avence, fr. OF. avence.

aventail, n., ventail. — Formed—with change of

pref.—fr. OF. esventail, fr. es- (fr. L. ex), 'out

of (see 1st ex-), and ventail.

aventurine, n., a kind of Venitian glass. — F., fr.

It. avvenlurino, fr. avventura, 'chance', fr. VL.
adventura (see adventure) ; so called because the

filings used in the fabrication of this glass are

thrown over the melting glass at random.
avenue, n.— F., prop. fem. pp. ofavenir, 'to come
to', fr. L. advenlre, fr. ad- and venire, 'to come'.

See venue, 'arrival', and cp. advene, advent.

aver, tr. v. — F. averer, fr. OF. averer, fr. a, 'to'

(see sk), and voire, 'true', fr. L. virus, 'true'. Cp.

OProveng. averer, aveirar. It. averare, and see

very.

average, n., i) loss incurred by damage at sea;

2) an equitable division of such loss among all

the parties interested; 3) an arithmetical mean.

— F. avaric, 'damage to ship', fr. It. avaria,

fr. Sp. averia, fr. .\rab. 'awdriya", 'merchandise

damaged by sea water', fr. 'awdr, 'rem, tear;

flaw; damaged goods'.

Derivatives: average, adj. and tr. v.

average, n., feudal service {Old English law) —
ME., fr. ML. averagium, fr. ML. avera, fr. OF.

oevre, ovre (F. otuvre), 'work', fr. L, opera. See

opus and cp. opera. ML. avera was piob. in-

fluenced in form by OF. aver, aveir, 'property",

prop. inf. used as a noun, fr. L. habere, 'to liave'

(see habit).

averah, n., transgression, sin {Jewish religion), —
Heb. 'dbherd^, 'transgression', lit. 'a passing

over', fr. 'dbhdr, 'he passed over'. See Hebrew,

averment, n. — MF. averement, fr. averer (F.

averer). See aver and -ment.

Averroism, n., the teachings of the Arab philo-

sopher Averroes (= Ibn Rushd) (1126-98). For

the ending sec suff. -ism.

averruncate, tr. v., to avert. — L. dverruncdtus,

pp. of dverruncdre, 'to avert, remove", fr. d

'away from', and verruncdre, 'to turn', w liich is

rel. to verrere 'to sweep'. See a-, 'away from',

verricule and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: averruncat-ion, n., averrwicat-or, n.

averse, adj. — L. dversus, 'turned away", pp. of

dvertere. See avert.

Derivatives: averse-ly, adv., averse-ness, n.

aversion, n. — F., fr. L. dversionem, ace. of dver-

sid, 'a turning away', fr. dversus, pp. of dver-

tere. See next word and -ion.

avert, tr. v., to prevent, ward off. — L. dvertere,

'to turn away', fr. d, 'away from', and vertere,

'to turn'. See a-, 'away from", and version.

Derivatives: avert-ed, adj., averl-ed-ly, adv.,

avert-ible, adj.

Aves, n. pi., the class of birds {zool.) — L. aves

pi. of avis, 'bird'. See aviary.

Avesta, n., the sacred books of the Parsees. —
Pers., earlier form Avistdk, lit. 'text'. Cp. Zend-

Avesta.

Derivatives: Avest-an, Avest-ic, adjs.

aviarist, n., one who keeps an aviary. — See next

word and -ist.

aviary, n., a place in which birds are kept. —
L. avidrium, 'a place where birds are kept, an

aviary', fr. avis, 'bird', which is cogn. with OI.

vih, viht, Avestic vlsh, 'bird', OI. vdyas-, 'fowl,

bird', Gk. ocieto;, Att. (xetoc (for *ir',t'.rjc).

'eagle', and prob. also with Arm. hav, 'bird'.

(For the insertion of the h cp. Arm. hot 'odor',

which is cogn. with L. odor, and hum. Taw',

which is cogn. with Gk. u>\if,z_l) Cp. aviation,

avion, the first element in aucupate, auspice,

aviculture, bustard, ocarina, ostrich, and the

second element in pettitoes. Cp. also ovum, egg.
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aviation, n. — F., coined by G. de la Landelle (in

his Aviation ou Navigation aerienne, Paris, 1863)

fr. L. avis, 'bird' (see prec. word), and suff.

-ation.

aviator, n. — Refashioned after F. aviateur. See

prec. word and agential suff. -or.

aviatress, aviatrix, n., a woman aviator. — For-

med fr. aviator with suff. -ess, resp. -trix.

Avicennism, n., the teachings of the Arab, philo-

sopher Avicenna (= Ibn Sina) (980-1037). For

the ending see suff. -Ism.

aviculture, n. — Compounded of L. avis, 'bird',

and cultura, 'cultivation, culture'. See aviary

and culture.

avid, adj., eager. — F. avide, fr. L. avidus, 'long-

ing eagerly for; desirous, eager', fr. avere, 'to

long eagerly for, to wish, desire', which is prob,

cogn. with Co. awel, awell, 'wish, desire', W.
ewyll, 'will, volition', OI. dvati, 'wishes, favors,

protects', avitdr, 'protector', Gk. hi-rfyc, (for

*Ev-af7ji;), 'benevolent, affable'. Cp. avarice,

audacious.

Derivatives: avid-ly, adv., avid-ious, adj., avid-

ious-ty, adv., avidity (q.v.)

avidity, n., eagerness. — F. avidite, fr. L. avidi-

tatem, ace. of aviditds, 'eagerness, avidity', fr.

avidus. See prec. word and -ity.

avidya, n., relative knowledge. — OI. avidyd, lit.

'non-knowledge', fr. pref. a-, 'not', and vidyd,

"knowledge'. See priv. pref. an- and vidya.

avifauna, n., all the birds of a region, regarded

collectively. — Compounded of L. avis, 'bird'

(see aviary), and fauna,

avion, n., an airplane.— F., coined by the French

engineer Clement Ader (1841-1925) in 1875 fr.

L. avis, 'bird'. See aviary,

avital, adj., ancestral. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. avitus, 'pertaining to a grandfather,

ancestral', fr. avus, 'grandfather', whence avun-

culus, 'uncle on the mother's side'. See uncle,

avitaminosis, n., lack of vitamins in one's food

(biochem.) — A ModL. hybrid coined fr. priv.

pref. a-, vitamin and suff. -osis.

avizandum, n., consideration {Scot. law). — ML.,

gerundive of avizdre. See advise. For other Latin

gerundives used in English cp. agenda and

words there referred to.

avocado, n., a tropical pear-shaped fruit. — Sp.,

fr. aguacate, fr. Nahuatl ahuacatl. Cp. alligator

pear,

avocation, n., business; occupation; hobby. — L.

avocdtio, gen. -onis, 'a calling off', fr. dvocdtus,

pp. of avocdre, 'to call off', formed fr. a, 'away

from', and vocdre, 'to call'. See a-, 'from', and

vocation and cp. advocate.

avocet, avoset, n., a bird with webbed feet (genus

Recurvirostra). — F. avocette, fr. It. avocetta,

which is of unknown origin.

avugadrile, n., fluoborate of potassium and cae-

sium (mineral.) — Named after the Italian phy-

sicist Amedeo Avogadro (1776-1856). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

avoid, tr. v. — ME. avoiden, formed — with

change of pref. — fr. OF. esvuidier, 'to empty',

fr. pref. es- (fr. L. ex), 'out of, and OF. voit,

voide, dial, forms oivuit, vuide (F. vide), 'empty',

fr. VL. *vocit-(um), for *vacit-(um), for L.

vacat-ium), pp. stem of vacdre, 'to be empty'.

See 1st ex- and void, adj.

Derivatives: avoid-able, adj., avoid-abl-y, adv.,

avoid-ance, n., avoid-er, n., avoid-less, adj.,

avoid-ment, n.

avoirdupois, n., a system of weights. — Incorrect

for ME. avoir de pais, fr. OF. aveir de pais,

'goods of weight'. OF. aveir, 'goods', is prop,

the inf. aveir (F. avoir), 'to have', used as a

noun, fr. L. habere, 'to have'; OF. (= F.) de,

'from, of, derives fr. L. de, 'from, away from'

;

OF. pels, pois (F. poids), 'weight', comes fr. L.

pensum, 'weight', which is prop, the neut. pp.

of pendere, 'to weigh'. See habit, de- and poise.

For the subst. use of the infinitive cp. attainder

and words there referred to.

Derivative: avoirdupois, adj.

avouch, tr. and intr. v. — ME. avouchen, fr.

OF. avochier, fr. L. advocdre, 'to summon to a

place', fr. ad- and vocdre, 'to call'. See vouch,

avoui, n., lawyer, solicitor. — F., 'solicitor', fr.

L. advocdtus, 'advocate', prop, 'one called to

aid', pp. of advocdre. See next word.

avow, tr. V. — OF. avoer, avouer (F. avouer), fr.

L. advocdre, 'to call to ; to summon to a place',

fr. ad- and vocdre, 'to call', which is rel. to vox,

gen. vocis, 'voice'. See voice and cp. advocate,

advowee, avoue.

Derivatives: avow-able, adj., avow-al, n., avow-

ed, adj., avow-ed-ly, adv., avow-ed-ness, n., avow-

er, n., avowry (q.v.)

avowry, n. — ME. avoerie, fr. OF. avoer, avouer.

See prec. word and -ry.

avulsion, n., a pulling away; a part torn off. — L.

dvulsio, gen. -dnis, 'a tearing off, a plucking off',

fr. dvulsus, pp. ofdvetlere, 'to tear off, pluck off,

pull away', fr. a, 'away from', and vellere, 'to

tear, pull, pluck'. See a- 'away from', and velli-

cate. For the ending see suff. -ion.

avuncular, adj., pertaining to an uncle. — Formed

with adj. suff. -ar fr. L. avunculus, 'uncle

on the mother's side'. See uncle and cp. words

there referred to.

await, tr. v. — ME. awaiten, fr. ONF. awailier,

fr. a, 'to* (see i), and waitier, 'to watch'. See

ad- and wait,

awake, tr. and intr. v. — Partly fr. ME. awaken,

fr. OE. dwacan (fr. a, 'on', and wacan, 'to arise,

awake'), partly fr. ME. awakien, fr. OE. dwacian

(fr. d, 'on', and wacian, 'to be awake, watch').

See a-, 'on', and wake, v.

awake, adj. — ME. awaken, earlier pp. fr. OE.

dwxcnan. See awaken,

awaken, tr. and intr. v. — OE. dwascnan, fr. a-

'on', and wxcnan, 'to waken'. See waken.

Derivatives: awaken-er, n., awaken-ing, adj. and

n., awaken-ing-ly, adv.
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award, tr. v. — AF. awarder, formed — with

change of prefix — fr. ONF. eswarder, which

corresponds to OF. esgarder (MF. egarder), 'to

regard, examine', fr. es- (fr. L. ex), 'out of, and

warder, resp. garder, 'to observe'. See 1st ex-

and ward, v., and cp. guard, v.

Derivatives: award, n. (q.v.), award-er, n.

award, n. — AF. award, fr. ONF. eswart, which

corresponds to esgart, fr. esgarder. See award,

V.

aware, adj. — ME. iwar, ywar, fr. OE. gewxr,

which is formed fr. pref. ge- (see y-) and wasr,

'aware, cautious'. See ware, 'alert'.

Derivative; aware-ness, n.

awaruite, n., a natural alloy of iron and nickel

{mineral.) — Named after Awarua Bay in New
Zealand. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

awash, adv. and adj. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and

wash.

away, adv. — ME. away, aweie, fr. OE. on weg,

lit. 'on the way'. See a-, 'on', and way.

awe, n. — ME. aghe, awe, fr. ON. agi, rel. to OE.

ege, 'fear', OHG. agiso, 'fright, terror', Goth.

agis, 'fear, anguish', prob. also to OHG. z-agen,

MHG., G. zagen, 'to fear, hesitate', and cogn.

with Gk. Sxo?> 'pain> grief, ^yp\i.m., 'I am af-

flicted', Olr. -agar, 'I fear'.

Derivatives: awe, tr. v., awe-less, adj., aw-ful,

adj., aw-ful-ly, adv., aw-ful-ness, n.

aweather, adv. and adj., on the weather side;

toward the wind {naut.) — Formed fr. a-, 'on',

and weather.

awhile, adv. — ME., fr. OE. dne hwile. See a-,

indef. art., and while.

awkward, adj. — ME. awkwarde, lit. 'turned the

wrong way', formed fr. auk-, awk-, 'wrong, con-

trary', and suff. -warde (see -ward). ME. auk-

is borrowed fr. ON. ofugr, 'turned backward,

wrong, contrary', which is a derivative of af,

'of, off'. See of, off.

Derivatives: awkward-ty, adv., awkward-ness, n.

awl, n. — ME. al, alia, alle, fr. OE. sel, rel. to

ON. air, MLG. dl, Du. aal, OHG. dla, MHG.
die, G. Ahle, fr. Teut. *eld, corresponding to

I.-E. *eld, whence OI. drd, 'awl'. Lith. yla, Lett.

Hens, OPruss. ylo, 'awl', are borrowed fr. Goth.

*ela. Cp. anlace.

awn, n. — ME. awne, agune, fr. ON. ogn, pi.

agnar, which is rel. to OE. egenu, OHG. agana,

MHG. agene, G. Ahne, Goth, ahana, and cogn.

with 01. asdni-, 'arrowhead', Gk. &yyy\ (for

*ak-s-nd), 'husk of wheat, foam, froth', pi.

4x^**1, 'chaff', dbtooTT), 'barley', lit. 'the awny
one', OL. agrm (for *ac-rui), 'ear, straw', L.

acus, gen. aceris, 'chaff', OPruss. ackons, 'avm,

beard', Lith. akuolas, Lett, akuots of s.m., fr.

I.-E. base *ak-, *aq-, 'sharp'. See acrid and cp.

ear, 'com'. Cp. also acerose.

Derivatives: awn, tr. v., awn-ed, adj., awn-er, n.,

awn-less, awn-y, adjs.

awning, n.— Ofuncertain origin ; perhaps formed

with suff. -ing fr. F. auvent, 'shed, pent roof.

which is rel. to OProveng. amban, anvan, 'a kind

of parapet'.

awoke, past tense of awake. — See awake and

woke.

awry, adv. and adj. — Formed fr. a-, 'on', and

wry.

ax, axe, n.— OE. eax, sex, rel. to OS. accus, acus,

ON. ex, ox, ox, Dan. ekse, Norw. 0ks, Swed.

yxa, OFris. axe, OHG. ackus, MHG. ackes,

G. Axt, Goth, aqizi, and cogn. with Gk. oc^tvTj,

'ax', L. ascia (for *acsid-), 'ax; mason's trowel'.

All these words are prob. of Sem. origin; cp.

Akkad. haf(s)innu, Aram.-Syr. fiatzind, 'ax'. Cp,

axinite, adz.

Derivative: ax, tr. v.

axial, adj. pertaining to an axis. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. axis. See axis and cp. the

second element in coaxial, uniaxial.

axil, n., upper angle between a leaf, branch, etc.,

and the stem (6o<.) — L. axilla, 'armpit'. See

aisle and cp. words there referred to.

axile, adj., pertaining to an axis (bot.) — Formed

with suff. -ile fr. L. axis. See axis.

axilla, n., armpit (anat. and zool.) — L. See axil.

Derivative: axill-ary, adj. and n.

axinite, n., a borosilicate of aluminum and cal-

cium {mineral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite

fr. Gk. dc^fvr], 'ax'. See ax.

axiom, n. — F. axiome, fr. L. axioma, fr. Gk.

a^tuiia, gen. alccofjtaxo?, 'that which is thought

worthy', fr. a^ioOv, 'to think worthy', fr. a^to;,

'worthy', prop, 'weighty', from the base of

Syciv, 'to lead', used in the sense of 'to weigh',

which is cogn. with L. cigere, 'to set in motion,

drive, lead'. See agent, adj., and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also the second element in

chronaxy. For the ending see suff. -oma.

axiomatic, axiomatical, adj. — Gk. a5ico(JiaTi,>t6;.

fr. altwjia, gen. a^icifxaxo?. See prec. word and

1st -atic.

Derivative: axiomatical-ly, adv.

axis, n. — L., axletree, 'axle, chariot, wagon,

axis', cogn. with Gk. ci^uv, 'axis, axle, wagon",

Gk. a[jL-a5a, 'carriage', prop, 'that which has

one axle', OI. dkfah, 'axis, axle', L. axilla, 'arm-

pit', dla (for *acs-ld), 'wing', OSlav. osi, Lith

aiis, OPruss. assis, Lett, ass, 'axle', Ir. aiss,

'cart', W. echell, 'axle', OE. eax, OFris. axe,

OS., OHG. ahsa, MHG. ahse, G. Achse, ON.

oxull, 'axis, axle'. All these words are deriva-

tives of I.-E. base *ag-, 'to lead'. See agent,

adj., and cp. axilla, axle, axon, ala, aisle, ailer-

on, axiaL

axle, n. — ME. axel in the compound axeltre,

fr. ON. oxul-tre, 'axletree', rel. to ON. dxl, OE.

eaxl, OS. ahsla, OHG. ahsala, G. Achsel, 'shoul-

der', and cogn. with L. axilla, 'armpit'. See prec.

word and cp. aisle.

Derivative: axl-ed, adj.

Axminster, n., name of a kind of carpet. —
Named after Axminster, England, where it was

orig. made.
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axo-, before a vowel ax-, combining form mean-
ing 'axis'.— Gic. a^o-, AE,-, fr. a^wv, 'axis, axle'.

See axon.

axolotl, n., any of several salamanders. — Sp., fr.

Nahuatl, lit. 'servant of the water'.

axon, n., axis of the vertebrate body. — ModL.,
fr. Gk. a^ojv, 'axis, axle, vertebra', which is

cogn. with L. axis, 'axis, axle'. See axis.

Axonopus, n., a genus of plants of the family

Poaceae (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

&E,oiv, 'axis', and t:ou<;, gen. 7ro86<;, 'foot'. See

axon and podo-.

axunge, n., lard. — Earlier F. axunge (F. axonge),

fr. L. aximgia, 'axletree grease, grease, fat',

which is compounded of axis, 'axletree, axis',

and iingcre, 'to grease'. See axis and unguent.

ay, aye, interj., yes. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivative: ay, aye, n.

ayah, n., a native Hindu nurse. — Hind, dyd,

dya, fr. Port, aia, 'nurse, governess', which, to-

gether with Sp. aya, of s.m., derives fr. L. avia,

'grandmother', used in the sense of 'an aged

woman who takes care of the children'. L. avia

derives fr. avus, 'grandfather', whence ovw«c«/ui,

'uncle on the mother's side'. See uncle and cp.

words there referred to.

ayah, n., a verse (in the Koran). — Arab. Aya'^,

lit. 'a sign', contraction of *dwaya^', rel. to Hcb.

6th, Aram. -Syr. dthd, 'sign'.

aye, ay, adv., ever, always. — ME. ei, ai, ay, fr.

ON. ei, which is rel. to OE. d, 6, OS. eo, 'always,

ever', OHG. eo, later io, MHG. ic, G.jc, Goth,

«/u', 'ever' and cogn. with Gk. aizi, Cyprian,

Phocian, l.ocrian xifei (for *ci.lriai), 'always',

Gk. a«jv (for *aifcov), 'age. eternity", L. acvmii,

'space of time, eternity'. See aeon and cp. each,

ever, the first element in either and the second

element in nay. Cp. also Aeolus, age, eternal.

aye-aye, n., a small rodent (Daiibcntunia mada-

gasctiiicusis). — F.. fr. Malag;fsy aiai, imitative

of the animal's cry.

ayin, n., name of the i6th letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. — Heb. 'liyiii, 'eye"; so called in al-

lusion to the ancient form of this letter. Cp.

Aram, 'aviui, 'end, Syr. 'aynCi, Ugar. '/i, Arab.

'ay>i, Elliiop. 'ayn, Akkad. eini, 'eye'.

az-, form of azo- before a vowel,

.\zalea, n.. a genus of plants of the heath family

{bot.) — ModL,, fr, Gk, a"y.>.£o;, 'dry', fr, a"a,

'dryness, mold', rel, to i^eiv. 'to dry up', fr.

L-E, base *us, 'to be dry, to be hot', whence also

Goth, azgo, OE, asee, it-see, 'ashes'. See ash,

'powdery substance", and cp. the first element

in .\zolla. This genus of plants was called Azalea

(lit. 'dry plant") because it grows best in a

dry soil.

azam, n., Persian title of respect. — Arab, d'zain,

'greater', al-d'zam, 'the greatest', elative of

'azfni, 'great', fr. 'dziii/ta, 'w as great", rel. to 'azni,

Ethiop. adm, 'bones", Heb, 'dtzdm, 'was migh-

ty', 'etzem, 'bone', Aram.-Syr. 'a/md (in Baby-

lonian Aram, weakened into atmi), 'thigh'.

Akkad. efemtu, 'bones', esenseru, 'backbone,

spine'.

Azariab, masc. FN. {Bible) — Heb. 'Azaryd''-, lit.

'God has helped'. See Ebenezer and cp. Ezra.

azarole, n., fruit of the Neapolitan Medlar {Cra-

taegus Azarolus); the tree itself. — F. azerole,

fr. Sp. acerola, fr. Arab, az-za'riira'^ , 'the med-

lar', fr. az-, assimilated form of al-, 'the', and

za'rura'\ name of unity fr. za'rur, which is rel.

to Mishnaic Heb. ''uzrir, 'medlar'.

Azazel, n., place to which the scapegoat was sent

(Bible). — Heb. 'AzazM; in the Talmud

(Yoma 67b) explained as a compound of 'az,

'firm, rough', and el, 'strong'. (Cp. Gesenius-

Buhl, HWAT., p. 576a.)

azedarach, n., the China tree and its bark. —
F. azedarac, fr. Pers. dzdd dirakht, 'free (i.e.

noble) tree'.

Azilian, adj., pertaining to one of the transition

periods of the Old Stone Age. — From the name

of the village Mas d'Azil in the French Pyre-

nees, where remains were found. For the ending

see suff. -ian.

azimuth, n., distance of a star from the North or

South point of the meridian {astron.) — F. azi-

miit, fr. Arab. as-sumRt, pi. oias-samt, 'the way',

fr. as-, assimilated form of al-, 'the', and saint,

'way'. See zenith and cp. altazimuth.

azo-, before a vowel az-, combining form de-

noting the presence of nitrogen (cAcwi.)— Short-

ened fr. azote (q.v.) Cp. diazo-, thiazine.

azoic, adj., without life. — Formed with sufT. -ic

fr. Gk. a^cooc, 'without life', fr. a- (see priv.

pref. a-) and i^wr„ 'life'. See zoo- and cp. azote.

AzoUa, n., a genus of plants of the salvinia family

{bot) — ModL., compounded of Gk. a"Eiv, 'to

dry', and oXXuvat, 'to destroy'. For the first

element see Azalea, for the second see Apollyon.

azonic, adj., not pertaining to a particular zone.

— Gk, dvWMix.&c, fr. asoivoc, 'not confined to

a zone", fr. d- (see priv. pref, a-) and t^covr,, "belt,

zone'. See zone and -ic.

azorite, n., a variety of zircon {mineial.) —
Named afterthc /(zoicy.Fortheendingsecsubst.

suff, -itc.

azote, n., nitrogen, — F., lit, 'without life";

coined by the French chemist Antoine-Laurent

de Lavoisier (1743-94) in 1776 fr, priv. pref, a-

and Gk, Icor,. 'life" (see zoo- and cp. azoic); so

called by him because this element is incapable

of supporting life.

Derivatives: azol-ic, adj., azotite (q.v.), azol-ize,

tr. v.

azote, n., a whip, — Sp,, fr, Arab, as-saut, lit.,

'the whip', fr. as-, assimilated form of al-, "the",

and saiil, 'whip', which is rel. to Heb. shot,

Aram, shotd, Syr. shdtd, Ethiop. saiil, 'whip',

Heb. shiis 'to rove about', Akkad. shdtii, 'to

drag'.

azotea, n., a flat roof. — Sp., fr. Arab, as-sath,

lit. 'the roof, fr. as-, assimilated form of al-,

'the', and salh, 'roof, fr. sdtaha, 'he spread out',

which is rel. to Heb. shdtdh, Aram.-Syr. sh'tah,

'he spread out'.

azotite, n., salt of nitrous acid (chem.)— Formed

fr. azote with subst. suff. -ite.

azulene, n., blue hydrocarbon {chem.)— Formed
with suff. -ene fr. Sp. azul, 'blue'. See next word.

azure, adj. — ME. asur, fr. OF. azur, fr. Med.

Lat. azura (whence also Ital. azzurro, Sp. azur,

azul. Port, azul), fr. .Arab, al-ldzaward, fr. Pers.

Idjwdrd, 'lapis lazuli' ; so called from Lajward,

a place in Turkestan, mentioned in Marco

Polo's Travels. The initial / was mistaken for the

definite article and consequently dropped in the

Romanic languages. Cp. azulene. Cp. also

lapis lazuli.

azurite, n., hydrous carbonate of copper {min-

eral) — Formed fr. azure with subst. suff. -ite;

so called from its color.

azygo-,combiningformmeaning'azygous".— Gk.

a^uYo-, fr. &Z,\y^oq. See azygous.

azygous, adj., odd. — Gk. iXt^uyo?, 'odd. not

forming a pair', fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and

^uy6v, 'yoke'. See zygo-, yoke. For E. -oiis, as

equivalent to Gk. -oc,, see suff. -ous.

azyme, azym, n., unleavened bread. — Late L.

azymus, fr. Gk. aCufio?, 'unleavened", formed

fr. d- (see priv. pref. a-) and Xfi\j.r,, 'leaven".

See zyme.

Derivatives: azym-ic, azym-ous, adjs.



B
baa, intr. v., to bleat. — Imitative of the cry of

the sheep.

Derivative: baa, n.

Baal, n., the name of many deities of the Semitic

peoples. — Heb. Bd'al (pi. B'^dUm), lit. 'owner,

master, lord', fr. bd'dl, 'he took possession of,

he married', rel. to Akkad. Belu (whence Heb.

Bet, Gk. BijXo?), name of Marduk Qit. 'Ruler'),

bdlu, 'rule', Arab, bd'ala, 'he possessed (esp. a

wife)', ba'l, 'husband', Ethiop. ba'dla, 'he mar-

ried'. Cp. Bel and Beulah and the first element

in Beelzebub.

Bab, n., title given to the founder of Babism. —
Pers. bdb, 'door, gate', fr. Arab, bdb, of s.m.,

fr. Aram, bdbh, bdbhd, fr. Akkad. bdbu, 'door,

gate', which is shortened fr. *nebdbd, lit. 'hole,

aperture', from Sem. stem n-b-b, 'to make hol-

low, to hollow out', whence also Heb. n^bhubh,

'hollowed', Aram.-Syr. abbubhA, Akkad. imbiibu,

'flute', Arab, anbub, 'part of reed between

knots'. Cp. Babel.

Derivatives: Bab-ism, n., Bab-ist, n.

babacoote, n., a Madagascan lemur {zool.) —
Malagasy.

Babbitt, babbitt, n., a conventional businessman.

— So called after George Babbitt, the title

character of a novel by Sinclair Lewis (1922).

Derivative: Babbit-ry, babbit-ry, n.

Babbitt metal. — Named after its inventor Isaac

Babbitt (1799-1862).

babble, intr. and tr. v. — ME. babelen, from the

I.-E. imitative base *bab-, whence also ON.
babba, Swed. babbla, Norw. babble, LG. bab-

beln, Du. babbelen, G. babbeln, 'to prattle', L.

babulus, 'babbler', F. babilkr, 'to stutter, stam-

mer' ; cp. babe, baboon, bauble. Cp. the related

imitative base *balb-, whence L. balbus, 'stam-

merer' ; see balbuties, booby. Cp. also the related

imitative base *barb-, 'to stammer', whence Gk.

liipPapoi;, 'foreign, barbarous'; see barbaric,

brave.

Derivatives: babble, n., babbl-er, n., babbl-ing,

n. and adj., babbl-ing-ly, adv., babbl-ish, adj.,

babbl-ish-ly, adv., babbl-ish-ness, n., te6W->',adj.

babe, n. — ME., of imitative origin. See prec.

word and cp. baby. Cp. also boy.

Babel, n., name of the capital of Babylonia. —
Heb. Bdbhel, fr. Akkad. Bdb-ilu, lit. 'the gate of

God', prop, a literal translation of Sumerian

Ka-dingir. Akkad. Bdb-ilu is compounded of

bdb, 'gate', and ilu, 'god'. The first element is

rel. to Aram, bdbh, bdbhd, 'door, gate' ; see Bab.

For the second element see EL Cp. the second

element in Zerubbabel. Cp. also Babylon.

babiroussa, babirussa, n., a species of wild swine.

— Malay, compounded of bdbi, 'hog', and

rasa, 'deer'.

baboo, n.. Master, Mr. — Hind. bdbd.

baboon, n. — ME. baboin, fr. OF. babuin, ba-

bouin (F. babouin), a blend of babine, 'the pen-

dulous lip of certain animals, esp. monkeys' (the

baboon has prominent lips), and baboue, 'wry,

ugly face*; both babine and baboue areofimi-

Utive origin. See Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 49

s.V. babouin. MDu. baubijn (whence Du. baviaari)

is an OF. loan word. G. Pavian is borrowed fr.

Du. baviaan.

Derivative: baboon-ery, n.

babouche, n., a heeUess Oriental sUpper. — P.,

fr. Arab. bdbOsh, fr. Pers. pdpUsh, lit. 'foot-

covering', fr. pd, 'foot', and the verb pushiden,

'to cover'. Pers. pd is rel. to A\esdc pad-, 'foot'

;

see foot. The change of p to 6 proves that the

word came into Europe through the medium of

the Arabic, which having no p, regularly chan-

ges the p of foreign words into b.

baby, n. — Dimin. of babe.

Derivatives: baby, adj. and tr. v., baby-hood, n.,

baby-ish, adj., baby-ish-ly, adv., baby-ish-ness,r\.

Babylon, n., the capital of Babylonia. — L., fr.

Gk. Ba|JuXtiv, fr. Akkad. Bdb-ildni, 'the gate

of the gods', fr. bdb, 'gate', and ildni, pi. of ilu,

'god'. Compared with Akkad. Bdb-ilu (see

Babel), Bab-ildni is a later form, occurring in

texts dating from the Neo-Babylonian period.

Babylonia, n. — L., fr. Gk. BajiuXuvta, fr. Ba-

PuXwv. See prec. word.

Derivatives: Babyloni-an, adj. and n.

bacalao, n., a West Indian fish, Mycteroperca

falcata.— Sp., 'codfish', fr. L. baculum, 'a stick,

a staff', whence also ODu. bakeljauw. See bacil-

lus and cp. cabllUau. For sense development

cp. stockfish.

Bacbuc, n., name of the Holy Bottle in Rabelais'

Pantagruel. — Heb. baqbuq, 'flask', a word of

imitativeorigin ; so called from the gurglingsound

of emptied liquid (cp. Arab, bdqbaqa'', 'gurgling

noise'). Cp. Syriac bHq, 'a two-handled vase or

jug', and see beaker.

baccalaureate, n., the academic degree of bach-

elor. — ML. baccalauredtus, fr. baccalaureus,

fr. baccaldrius, 'the holder of a small farm; a

young man', which is of uncertain origin; influ-

enced in form by L. bacca, 'berry', and laureus,

'of laurel', fr. laurus, 'laurel'. Cp. bachelor. For

the ending see subst. sutF. -ate.

baccara, baccarat, n., a gambling card game. —
F., of unknown origin.

baccate, adj., bearing berries. — L. bdcdius, bac-

cdlus, fr. bdca, bacca, 'berry'. See bacd- and

adj. suff. -ate.

Bacchae, n. pi., the female attendants of Bacchus.

— L., fr. Gk. Bdixxai, pl- of BdxxTQ, fr. Baxxo?.

See Bacchus.
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bacchanal, adj., pertaining to Bacchus; pertaining

to a reveler. — L. bacchdndlis, fr. Bacchus. See

Bacchus and adj. sufl'. -al.

Derivative: bacchanal, n., a reveler.

Bacchanalia, n. pl., the orgies of Bacchus; revel-

ry. — L., neut. pl. of bacchdndlis. See prec.

word.

Derivative: Bacchanali-an, adj.

bacchant, n., a devotee ofBacchus.— L. bacchdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of bacchdri, 'to celebrate

the festival ofBacchus', fr. Bacchus. See Bacchus

and -ant.

baccharis, n., name of an aromatic plant. —
ModL., fr. baccar, 'plant with a fragrant root',

prob. identical with Gnaphalium sanguineum

L., fr. Gk. pixxapi?, which is a Lydian loan

word. See Scholia Aristoph. Pers., p. 42.

Bacchic, adj., pertaining to Bacchus. — See

Bacchus and -ic.

Bacchus, n., the god of wine in Greek mythology.

— L., fr. Gk. Bax/oi;, 'the god of wine', orig.

prob. 'the god of grapeberries', and cogn. with

L. bdca, bacca, 'berry'. See next word.

bacci-, combining form meaning 'berry'. — L.

bdci-, bacci-, fr. bdca, bacca, 'berry', which prob.

meant orig. 'grape', and is cogn. with Gk.

Bdxxo?- See prec. word and cp. asarabacca, ba-

gasse, bagatelle, bay, 'the laurel'.

bacciferous, adj., bearing berries. — Formed
with suff. -ous (as if fr. L. *bacciferus) fr. L.

baccifer, which is compounded oi bacca, 'berry',

and ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See bacci- and

-ferous.

baccifonn, adj., berry-shaped. — Compounded
of bacci- and L.forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

baccivorous, adj., berry-eating. — Compounded
of bacci- and -vorous.

bache, n., stream, rivulet (dial. E.) — OE. bsec,

rel. to OS. beki, ON. bekkr, Dan. bxk, Swed.

back, MDu. beke, Du. beek, OHG. bah,

MHG., G. bach, and cogn. with Mir. bdal (for

*bhogld), 'flqwing water', Ol. bhahgdfi, Lith.

bangd, 'wave'. Cp. beck, 'brook'.

bachelor, n. — ME. bachelere, fr. OF. bacheler,

'squire, a young man aspiring to knighthood;

a young man' (whence F. bachelier, 'bachelor'),

fr. ML. baccaldris (the usual form is baccald-

rius). See baccalaureate.

Derivatives: bachelor-dom, n., bachelor-hood, n.

badllary, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

bacilli. — Formed fr. L. bacillum (see bacillus)

with adj. suff. -ary.

bacUlifonn, adj., shaped like a bacillus. — Com-
pounded of bacillus and L. forma, 'form, shape'.

See form, n., and cp. baculiform.

bacillus, n. — Late L. bacillus, 'a little staff*, di-

min. ofbaculus, var. of L. baculum, 'stick, staff',

which stands for *bac-tlom and is cogn. with

Gk. pdx-rpov, 'staff', paxTTjpiov, 'a little staff'.

See bacterium and cp. baculus, baguette, ball,

'crossbar', debacle, imbecile. As a term of bac-

teriology the word bacillus was introduced by

the German botanist Ferdinand Cohn (1828-98)

in 1853.

back, n., the hinder part of the human body. —
ME. bak, fr. OE. bite, rel. to OS., ON., MDu.
bak, OHG. bah, 'back', OHG. bahho, 'ham,

haunch', MHG., G. backe, 'buttock'. Cp. bacon.

Derivatives: back, tr. and intr. v., adj. and adv.,

back-ed, adj., back-er, n., back-ing n., back-ward,

adj., backwardation (q.v.), back-wards, adv.

back, n., vat, tub. — Du. bak, fr. F. bac, fr. VL.

bacca, 'water vessel', whence *baccinum, 'basin'.

See basin.

back formation (philol.)— Coined by the English

lexicographer and linguist Dr. (later, Sir James)

Murray (1837-1915).

backgammon, n. — Prop, a game, in which the

pieces are put back; compounded of back, 'the

hinder part of the body', and gammon, 'game'.

backsheesh, backshish. — 'Variants of baksheesh.

backward, backwards, adv. — Formed fr. back,

adv. (see back, 'the hinder part of the body'),

and -ward, resp. -wards.

Derivative: backward, adj.

backwardation, n., postponement of delivery

(London Stock Exchange). — A hybrid coined

fr. backward and -ation, a suff. of Latin origin.

bacon, n. — ME., fr. OF. bacon, bacoun, fr. ML.
baconem, ace. of baco, fr. OHG. bahho, 'ham,

haunch'. See back, 'the hinder part of the body'.

Baconian, adj., pertaining to Lord Verulam Bacon

(1561-1626) or his philosophy. For the ending

see suff. -ian.

Bacopa, n., a genus of plants of the flgwort fam-

ily; the water hyssop (Jbot) — ModL., of

American Indian origin.

bacteria, — The pl. of bacterium.

Bacteriaceae, n. pl., a family of rod-shaped bac-

teria (bacterial.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-aceae fr. L. bacterium. See bacterium.

bacterial, adj., pertaining to bacteria. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. ModL. bacterium. See

bacterium.

bactericide, n., a substance destroying bacteria.

— A hybrid coined fr. Gk. paxT7)piov and L.

-cida, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See bacterium

and -cide.

bacterio-, before a vowel bacteri-, combining form

meaning 'bacteria'. — See bacterium.

bacteriology, n., the study of bacteria. — Com-
pounded of bacterio- and Gk. -XoyLi., fr. -\6yoc;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: bacteriolog-ical, adj., bacteriolog-

ist, a.

bacterioscopy, n., investigation of bacteria. —
Compounded of bacterio- and Gk. -oxoTria, fr.

oxoTcetv, 'to look at, examine'. See -scopy.

bacterium, n., in the pl. bacteria. — ModL.,

coined by the German naturalist Christian Gott-

fried Ehrenberg (1795-1876) in 1838 fr. Gk.

PaxT»)piov, 'a little staff', which is rel. to pix-

Tpov, 'staff', fr. I.-E. *bak-, 'staff', whence also
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L. baculum, 'rod, staff'. Olr. bacc, 'hook, cro-

sier', is prob. a loan word fr. L. baculum and

derived from it through back formation. See

Frisk, GEW., I, p. 211-12 s.v. paxTvjpta. Cp.

bacalao, cabilliau, Kabbeljaws.

bacteroid, adj., resembling bacteria. — Com-

pounded of bacterium and Gk. -oeiSrn;, 'like', fr.

eTSo?, 'form, shape'. See -old.

Derivatives: bacteroid, n., hacteroid-al, adj.

Bactrian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. Bactria, lit. 'the Eastern province', fr.

Persian bakhtar, 'the east'. For sense develop-

ment cp. Levant.

Bactris, n., a genus of plants of the palm family.

— ModL., fr. Gk. paxTpov, 'staff'. See bac-

terium.

baculiform, adj., rod-shaped. — Compounded of

L. baculum, 'a rod', and forma, 'form, shape'.

See next word, and form, n., and cp. bacilliform.

baculus, n., a rod, esp. as an emblem of authorhy.

— L. baculus, also baculum. See bacillus.

bad, adj.— ME. bad, badde, prob. fr. OE. bxddel,

'hermaphrodite'. Cp. OE. bdcdling, 'effeminate

person'.

Derivatives: bad, n. and adv., hadd-ish, adj.,

badd-ish-ly, adv., badd-ish-ness, n., bad-ly, adv.,

bad-ness, n.

baddeleyite, n., zirconium dioxide (mineral.) —
Named after its discoverer Joseph Baddeley. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

bade, v., past tense of bid. — ME. bad, bade, fr.

OE. baid, fr. biddan. The ME. form bade prob.

developed fr. orig. bad, on analogy of spake.

badge, n.— ME. bage, bagge, of unknown origin.

badger, n,, the animal. — Earlier hageard, prob.

formed fr. badge with the suff. -ard, lit. 'the

animal with a mark', and so called in allusion

to the white mark on its face. For sense develop-

ment cp. F. hlaireau, 'badger', which derives fr.

OF. bkr, 'marked with a spot'.

badger, tr. v., to worry. — Lit. 'to treat like a

badger" ; formed fr. prec. word.

badger, n., a huckster. — ME. bager, perh. re-

lated to bag.

badia, monastery, abbey.— It., aphetic fr. Eccles.

L. abhatia, 'abbey', fr. ahbds, abbdtis, 'abbot".

See abbacy, abbot,

badian, n., the Chinese anise. — F. badiane, fr.

Pers. badian, 'anise'.

badinage, n., banter. — F., fr. badiner, 'to jest,

joke', fr. OProven?. badin, 'simpleton, fool', a

derivative o( badar, 'to gape', fr. VL. batdre, 'to

gape'. See bay 'part in the wall', and cp. words

there referred to. For the ending see suff. -age.

Derivative: badinage, intr. v.

badminton, n., name of a game played with

shuttlecocks.— Fr. Badminton, seat of the Duke

of Beaufort in Gloucestershire, England.

bactulus, n., a meteorite (antiq.) — L., fr. Gk.

PaixuXo?, a sacred meteoric stone, fr. Heb.

belh El, 'house of God' ; see bethel. The form

PaiTuXo? shows that the name came to the

UO

Greeks through the medium of the Phoenicians

who pronounced it bet-iil. See Muss-Arnolt,

Semitic words in Greek and Latin, in Trans-

actions of the American Philological Associa-

tion, 1892 (volume XXITI), pp. 5 1-52, and p. 52,

Note 1.

baetyl, n., a baetulus. — Gk. paiTijXo;. See prec.

word.

Derivative: baetyl-ic, adj.

baff, tr. and intr. v., to beat, strike. — Of imi-

tative origin. Cp. the next two words.

baffle, tr. v. — Prob. rel. to OF. beffler, 'to ridi-

cule, mock at', bafouer, 'to set at nought", dial.

E. baff, 'useless', G. baff in baff' machen, 'to

astound, flabbergast'. All these words seem to

be derivatives of the I.-E. imitative base *baf.

Cp. prec. and next word.

Derivatives: baffl-er, n., baffl-ing, adj., baffl-ing-

ly, adv., baffi-ing-ness, n.

balTy, n., a wooden golf club. — Formed from

the verb baff with suff. -y.

baft, bafta, n., a course kind of cotton cloth. —
Pers. bdfta, 'woven', rel. to Avestic ubdaena,

'woven fabric', OI. urna-vdbhih, 'spider', fr.

L-E. base *webh-, 'to weave'. See weave, and

cp. words there referred to.

bag, n. — ME. bagge, fr. ON. baggi, of Cehic

origin. The word was brought to England by

the Normans. See J. M. D. Meiklejohn,The Eng-

lish language, its grammar, history and literat-

ure, London, 1923, P.i34- Cp. badger, 'huck-

ster', baggage.

Derivatives: to^, tr. v., to inclose in a bag; mtr.

v., to swell like a bag, hagg-er, n., bagg-y, adj.,

bagg-i-ly, adv., bagg-i-ness, n.

bag, tr. v., to cut (grain, weeds). — Of uncertam

origin.

bagasse, n., sugar cane crushed in the mill. —
F., fr. Sp., bagazo, 'dregs', derivative of baga,

'pod, husk', fr. L. baca, 'berry'. See bacci- and

cp. next word. Cp. also megas, megasse.

bagatelle.n. , a trifle.— F., fr.lt. to^afW/a, of s.m.,

dimin. of L. haca, 'berry'. For sense develop-

ment cp. It. bagattino, 'a kind of small coin',

which is of the same origin. See bacci- and cp.

prec. word.

baggage, n. — F. bagage, fr. OF. bague, 'bundle",

which, together with OProven?. baga, of s.m.,

is prob. borrowed from Teutonic. See bag, n.,

and -age.

Derivative: baggag-er, n.

bagnio, n., a bath. — It. hagno, fr. L. balneum,

whence also F. bain, 'bath'. See balneal and

cp. baignoire.

baguette, n., a small molding. ^ P., prop, a

small rod', fr. It. bacchelta, dimin. of bacchio,

'rod', fr. L. baculum. See bacillus.

bahadur.'n., a title given to European officers in

India. — Hind, bahcidur, 'hero', which accord-

ing to Benfey (in Orient und Occident I 137,

quoted in Hobson-Jobson 49a) derives fr. OI.

bhaga-dhara-, 'happiness-possessing'. The first
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element is cogn. with Gk. <payeTv, 'to eat' ; see

-phagous and cp. baksheesh. For the second ele-

ment see aumildarand cp. words there referred to.

Bahaism, n., the teaching of the religious sect of

the Bahaists. — Formed with suff. -ism fr. Pers.

hahd, 'splendor', fr. Arab. bahd\ of s.m.

bahar, n., a weight.— Arab, bahdr, a weight used

in India, uhim. fr. OI. bhdrah, 'load, weight',

which is rel. to bhdrati, bhdrate, 'carries', and

cogn. with Gk. tplpeiv, L. ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See bear, 'to carry', and cp. words there

referred to.

bahur, n., young man, youth, unmarried man. —
Hebrew bahtir, 'young man', rel. to Akkad.

bahOldti, 'warriors'.

bahuvrihi, n., name of a class of compounds

(Old Indian gram.) — OI. bahuwlhih, 'having

much rice', compounded of bahuh, 'much,

numerous, abundant', and vrihih, 'rice'. The

first element is rel. to Avestic bazah-, 'height,

depth', and cogn. with Gk. Tiaxii?, 'thick'; see

pachy-. For the second element see rice,

baignoire, n., box at a theatre. — F., 'bath, bath-

tub; box at a theatre', fr. baigner, 'to bathe', fr.

bain, 'bath', fr. L. balneum. See balneal and cp.

bagnio,

baikalite, n., a dark-green variety of hedenbergite

(mineral.) — Named after Lake Baikal in Si-

beria, near which it was first discovered. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

bail, n., security. — OF. bail, 'custody' (whence

P. bail, 'lease'), fr. baillier, 'to seize, carry, give',

fr. L. bdjuldre, 'to bear a burden', fr. bdjulus,

'porter', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. bail,

'to dip water', and bailiff.

Derivatives: bail, tr. v., bail-ee, n., bail-er, n.

(law), bail-ie, n., baili-er-y (also baili-ar-y) n.,

bail-ment, n.

bail, n., fortification; crossbar. — ME., fr. OF.

bail, 'stake; palisade', which prob. derives fr.

L. baculum, 'rod, staff'. See bacillus and cp.

bailey,

bail, also bale, n., a bucket used to dip water out

of a boat ; tr. v., to dip water out of; intr. v., to

dip out water. — F. bailie, 'bucket', fr. ML.
*bajula (aquae) lit. 'porter (of water)', used in

the sense of 'water jar'; *hdjula is the fern, of

bdjulus. See bail, 'security'.

bailey, n., walls, resp. courts of a feudal castle. —
ME. variant of bad. See bail, 'fortification'.

baiUff, n. — ME. baillif, fr. OF. baillif, 'custodian,

magistrate', fr. ML. bdjulivus, fr. L. bdjulus,

'porter'. See bail, 'security', and -ive.

Derivative: bailiff-ry, n.

bailiwick, n., the district of a bailiff. — ME.
baillifwik, compounded of baillif (see prec.

word) and wick, 'village'.

baillone, adj., holding a staff in the mouth (her.)

— F. bdillonne, lit. 'gagged', pp. of bdillonner,

'to gag', fr. bdiller, 'to gape, yawn', fr. "VL. bala-

culdre, fr. batdre, 'to gape, yawn'. Cp. OProv-

enf. badalhar. It. badigliare, sbadigliare, 'to

yawn', which also derive fr. VL. bataculdre, and

see bay, 'part in the wall'.

bain-marie, n. double pan for holding food. —
F., 'water bath', fr. ML. balneum Mariae, lit.

'bath of Mary (sister of Moses)', to whom var-

ious works dealing with alchemy were attributed.

See balneal.

Bairam, n., the name of two Mohammedan fes-

tivals following the fast of Ramadan. —Turk.

bairam.

bairn, n. (Scot.) — OE. beam, barn, child', rel.

to bear, 'to carry' (q.v.)

Derivative: bairn-ish, adj.

bait, tr. v. — ME. baiten, beyten, fr. ON. beita,

'to cause to bite', causative of bita, 'to bite' ; rel.

to bxtan, 'to bait', OS. betian, OHG. beizzcn,

'to bait'. MHG. beitzen, 'to bait; to hawk', G.

beizen, 'to hawk; to cauterize, etch'. OE. te-

tan, OS. betian, etc., are causatives of OE. bitan,

resp. OS. bitan, OHG. bis^cm, etc., and lit. mean

'to cause to bite'. Sec bite and cp. words there

referred to.

bait, n. — ON. beita, 'food', belt, 'pasture', fr.

beita, 'to cause to bite" (see prec. word) ; in some

meanings derived directly fr. prec. word.

baize, n., a coarse woolen cloth.— F. bales, pi. of

bale, prop. fem. of bai, 'bay colored'. See bay,

'reddish'.

Derivative: baize, tr. v.

bake, tr. and intr. v. — ME. baken, fr. OE. bacan,

rel. to ON. baka, Swed. baka, Dan. bage,

MDu. backen, Du. bakken, OHG. bahhan,

backan, MHG., G. backen, fr. I.-E. base *bhdg-,

'to warm, roast, bake', whence also Gk.cpwystv,

'to roast'. Cp. batch, batz and the second ele-

ment in zwieback. Base *bhdg- is a -^-enlarge-

ment of base *bhe-, 'to warm' ; see bath.

Derivatives: bake, n., bak-ed, adj., baker (q.v.),

bak-ing, n., bak-ing-ly, adv.

bakelite, n., synthetic resin. — Named after its

inventor Leo Hendrik Baekeland (i 863-1944).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

baker, n.— ME. bakere, fr. OE. biecere, fr. bacan,

'to bake'. See bake and agential suff. -er and

cp. baxter.

Derivative: bak-ery, n.

baksheesh, n., a gratuity ; a tip. — Pers. bakhshish,

lit. 'gift', a derivative of the verb bakhshidan, 'to

give", fr. I.-E. base *bhag-, 'to distribute, share

out', whence also OI. bhdjati, 'assigns, allots,

apportions, enjoys, loves', bhdgah, 'allotter, dis-

tributor, master, lord', Gk. rfxyzl-^, 'to eat'.

See -phagous and cp. Bhaga and the first ele-

ment in Bhagavadgita, and in bahadur.

Balaena, n., a genus of whales, the Greenland

whale. — L. ballaena, balaena. See baleen,

balaghat, balaghaut, n., tableland above the pas-

ses (Anglo-Ind.) — Formed fr. Pers. bald,

'above', and Hind, ghdt, 'a pass'.

balalaika, n., a Russian stringed instrument with

a triangular body. — Russ. balalaika, which,

according to Erich Berneker, Etymologisches
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Worterbuch der russischen Sprache, I, p. 40,

Heidelberg, 1908-13, is rel. to Russ. balabdlW,

'to chatter, babble', from the I.-E. imitative base

*balb-, whence also L. balbus, 'stammering'. See

booby and cp. words there referred to.

balan-, form of balano- before a vowel.

balance, n. — OF. (= F.) balance, fr. L. bi-,

'two, twice', and VL. *lancia, fr. L. lanx, gen.

lands, 'plate, dish; scale of weighing machine',

which prob. stands for *l'nk-s, fr. I.-E. base

*ilSq-, 'to bend', whence prob. also Gk. Xlxo?,

Xexovt), 'dish', Xl/pio?, 'slanting, crosswise',

Xo56?, 'slanting, crooked, bent'; see Walde-

Hofmann, LEW., I, p. 761 s.v. lanx. See bi- and

loxo- and cp. the second element in auncel. Cp.

also Lecanium, Lecidea, lekane. The first a in

balance is prob. due to an association of this

word with F. bailer, 'to dance', fr. Gk. paXXsiv,

'to throw' (see ballistic).

Derivatives: balance, tr. v., balanc-ed, adj.,

balanc-er, n., balanc-ing, adj.

balaniferous, adj., acorn-bearing. — Compound-

ed of L. balanus, 'acorn', and 'L.ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See balano- and -ferous.

balano-, before a vowel balan-, combining form

meaning 'acorn'. — Gk. ^aXavo-, ^aXav-, fr.

pdcXavo;, 'acorn', which is cogn. with L. gldns,

gen. gtandis, 'acorn'. See gland and cp. the

second element in myrobalan.

balanoid, adj., acorn-shaped.— Compounded of

balan- and Gk. -oeiS-r)?, 'like', fr. elSoi;, 'form,

shape'. See -old.

balas, n., a variety of spinel ruby. — F. balais,

fr. Arab, bdlakhsh, fr. Balakhshdn, fr. Pers.

Badhakhshdn, name of a region in Central Asia

(near Samarkand), where this variety of spinel

ruby is found.

balatron, n., jester, buffoon. — L. balatro, gen.

-onis, of Etruscan origin; not related to L.

blatero, 'babbler'.

balaustine, n., the pomegranate tree. — Formed

with suff. -ine fr. Gk. pocXauCTxiov, 'flower of

the wild pomegranate', a word of Sem. origin.

Cp. Aram, baldtz, said of the blossoming of the

pomegranate tree. For the correspondence of

Greek st to Semitic s, tz, cp. Gk. a-nipa^, fr.

Heb. tz6ri (see styrax). Cp. baluster,

balbriggan, n., a cotton fabric used for hosiery.—
Prop, 'fabric made in Balbriggan (in Ireland)'.

balbuties, n., stammering (med.) — Medical L.,

fr. L. balbutire, 'to stammer', fr. balbus, 'stam-

merer', from the I.-E. imitative base *bal-, 'to

stutter'. See booby and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

balcony, n. — It. balcone, formed with the aug-

mentative suff. -one fr. balco, 'scaffold', which

is borrowed fr. OHG. balcho, 'beam' (whence

MHG. balke, G. Balken, 'beam'). See balk,

'beam'.

bald, adj. — ME. balled, orig. 'white', fr. I.-E.

base *bhel-, 'to shine', whence also OI. bhalam,

'brightness; forehead', Gk. 90X65, 'white'.

(paXapo.;, 'having a patch of white', ipaXapti;,

'coot' (so called from a white spot on its head),

L. fulica, 'coot'. Alb. bah, 'forehead', OSlav.

belu, 'white', Lith. bdlnas, bdltas, Lett. bSls,

'pale', OE. bsl, 'a blazing fire, a funeral pyre',

OHG. belihha, MHG., G. belche, 'coot'. Cp.

balefire, Beltane, beluga, blaze, 'flame', Fulica,

full, 'to thicken cloth', Phalaris, phalarope.

Derivatives: bald-en, tr. and intr. v., bald-ish,

adj., bald-ly, adv., bald-ness, n.

baldachin, n., canopy. — F. baldaquin, fr. It. bal-

dacchino, fr. Baldacco, 'Bagdad', fr. ML. Bal-

dac. It. baldacchino orig. denoted richly woven

silk stuff brought from Bagdad. Cp. baudekin.

balderdash, n., l) nonsense; 2) a poor mixture of

liquors. — The first element is prob. identical

with Dan. balder, 'noise, clatter', the second is

the English word dash. Dan. balder is rel. to

Dan. baldre, dial. Norw. baldra, dial. Swed.

ballra, MLG., earlier Du. balderen, Dan. buldre,

Swed. bullra, 'to make a noise, rattle', MHG.
buldern, G. pattern, 'to knock, rattle, bluster'.

These words derive from a dental enlargement

of I.-E. base *bhel-, 'to sound', whence OE.

bellan, bylgan, 'to bellow'. See bellow, 'to make

a loud noise', and cp. words there referred to.

baldric, n., a belt worn over one shoulder. —
ME. baldric, baudric, baudry, fr. OF. baldre,

baldrei, baldroi, (whence F. baudrier and MHG.
balderich), fr. L. balteus, 'belt'. See belt and cp.

words there referred to.

Baldwin, masc. PN. — OF. Baldoln (F. Bau-

douin), of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. Baldawin, lit.

'bold friend', fr. OHG. bald, 'bold', and wini,

'friend'. For the first element see bold and cp.

the second element in Theobald. OHG. wini,

'friend', is rel. to OE. wine, ON. vinr, 'friend',

and to OE. winnan, 'to strive, struggle, fight'.

See win and wish and cp. the first element

in Winfred and the second element in Edwin,

bale, n., bundle, package. — ME., fr. OF. bale,

balle (F. balle), fr. OHG. balla, 'ball'. See ball

'a round body'.

Derivatives: bale, tr. v., bal-er, n.

bale, n., misfortune.— ME., fr. OE. bealu, bealo,

balu, 'injury, calamity', rel. to OS. balo, 'evil',

ON. bal, 'misfortune', OFris. bealu, 'evil', OHG.
balo, 'destruction', Goth, balwjan, 'to torment',

balweins, 'pain, torture', balwa-wesei, 'wicked-

ness'.

Derivatives: bale-ful, adj., bale-ful-ly, adv., bale-

ful-ness, n.

bale, n., bucket, v., to dip water. — See bail,

'bucket'.

bale, n., balefire. — OE. bsel. See balefire,

baleen, n., whalebone. — ME. balene, baleyne,

'whale, whalebone', fr. OF. baleine, of s.m., fr.

L. ballaena, 'whale', which was borrowed fr. Gk.

9dcXXaiva, of s.m., through the medium of the

lUyrian language, a fact which explains the tran-

sition of Gk. 9 into L. b (instead of p). Gk.

9(iXXaiva is related to <fiMAz, 'penis', fr. I.-E.
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base *bhel-, 'to swell'. See ball, 'a round body',

and cp. Balaena, balinger.

balefire, n. — OE. bselfyr, 'fimeral fire', com-

pounded of bxl, 'a blazing fire, a funeral pile',

and/yr, 'fire'. The first element is rel. to ON. bdl,

'a great fire', fr. I.-E. base *bhel-, 'to shine'; see

bald. For the second element see fire,

balinger, n., a whaleship (pbsol.) — OF. balen-

gier, 'whaleship', fr. baleine, 'whale'. See l>aleen.

balk, also baulk, n., ridge of land left unplowed

between furrows : a beam.— ME. balke, 'beam',

fr. OE. balca, 'ridge between furrows, beam,

rafter', rel. to OS. balko, ON. bjdlki, Dan. bjelke,

Swed. bjalke, OFris. balka, OHG. balko, balcho,

MHG. balke, G. Balken, 'beam, rafter' (cp.,

with vowel gradation, OE. bolca, 'wooden

gangway of a ship'), ON. boh, 'trunk of a tree';

fr. I.-E. base *bhel^g-, 'beam, plank', whence

also Gk. cpoXayS, 'trunk, log; line of battle,

battle array', 9aXxr)(;, 'beam', L. fulcire, 'to

prop', fulcrum, 'bedpost', Lith. balzierm, 'cross-

bar', Lett, bdlziens, 'prop, stay'. Cp. balcony.

Cp. also block, bole, 'trunk', bulk, 'projection',

debauch, ebauchoir, fulcrum, phalange, phalanx,

planch, planchet, plancier, plank.

Derivatives: balk v. (q.v.), balk-er, n., balk-ing-

ly, adv., balk-y, adj.

balk, also baulk, tr. v., to hinder, thwart; intr.

v., to refuse. — Formed fr. prec. word and lit.

meaning 'to put a beam in the way'. Cp. bilk.

Balkanize, tr. v. — Coined by the English jour-

nalist and editor James Louis Garvin (1868-

1947) in allusion to the political condition in the

Balkans in 19 12-13.

ball, n., a round body; a sphere. — ME. balle,

fr. ON. bollr, which is rel. to OHG. ballo, balla,

MHG. balle, bal, G. Ball, fr. I.-E. base *bhel-,

'to swell'. See belly and cp. Balaena, bale,

'bundle', baleen, balinger, balloon, ballot, bil-

low, bulk, 'size', and the first element in bill-

berry and in pall-mall.

Derivatives: ball, tr. v., to form into a ball,

ball-er, n.

ball, n., a party for social dancing. — F. bal, fr.

OF. bailer, 'to dance', fr. VL. balldre, fr. Gk.

^atXXt^eiv, 'to dance', which prob. derives fr.

jiaXXeiv, 'to throw'. See ballistic and cp. ballad,

ballerina, ballet, bayadere,

ballad, n., l) a sentimental or romantic song; 2) a

narrative song. — ME. balade, prop, 'a song

written for a dance', fr. OF. balade (F. ballade),

fr. OProven;. balada, lit. 'dance', later used in

the sense of 'dancing song', fr. balar, 'to dance'.

See ball, 'party for dancing'.

ballade, n. a poem with three stanzas of eight or

ten lines each and an envoy of four. — F. See

prec. word.

balladry, n., ballad poetry. — Formed fr. ballad

with suff. -ry,

ballast, n., heavy material used to steady a ship.

— Dan. and Swed., assimilated fr. earlier bar-

last lit. 'bare load'. The first element of this

compound is rel. to the E. adjective bare; the

second is rel. to last, a unit of weight.

Derivatives: ballast-er, n., ballast-ing, n.

ballerina, a woman ballet dancer. — It., fr. bal-

lare, 'to dance'. See ball, 'party for dancing'.

ballet, n. — F., fr. It. balletto, dimin. of ballo,

'dance'. See ball 'party for dancing', and -et.

Derivative: ballet, tr. v.

ballista, n., an ancient military engine {Roman

antiq.) — L., Ut. 'a throwing machine', fr. Gk.

PaXXeiv, 'to throw'. See next word

ballistic, adj., pertaining to projectiles.—Formed
with suff. -istic fr. Gk. |Ji4XXeiv, 'to throw',

which stands in gradational relationship to

(3oXt], ^6X0?, 'a throw', p£Xo?, 'bolt, arrow,

dart', lit. 'something thrown', fr. I.-E. base

*g"'el-, whence also OI. apa-gHrya-, 'swinging',

Avestic ni-yrd-'re, 'they are being hurled down',

Toch. AB kid-, 'to fall', and perhaps also OI.

gdlati, 'trickles', OHG. quellan, MHG., G. quel-

len, 'to well up'. Cp. ball, 'party for dancing',

ballista, amphibole, amphibology, anabolism,

belemnite, Belostoma, bolide, bolometer, boule,

'council', catabolism, devil, diabolic, discobolus,

Eblis, ecbolic, Elaphebolion, emblem, embolism,

cmboly, hyperbola, hyperbole, metabolism, pa-

rable, parabola, parlance, parley, parliament,

parlor, parol, parole, periblem, problem, scy-

balum, symbol, Tribolium, Tribulus.

ballistics, n., the study of projectiles. — See prec.

word and -ics.

ballonet, n., an auxiliary gas or air bag in a bal-

loon or airship. — F. ballonnet, lit. 'a small

balloon', fr. ballon. See next word and -et.

balloon, n. — F. ballon, fr. It. pallone, which is

formed with augment, suff. -one fr. palla, 'a

baU', a word of Teut. origin; see ball, 'a round

body', and -oon. The b in F. ballon (fr. It. pal-

lone) is due to the influence of F. balle, 'ball'.

Cp. pallone.

Derivatives: balloon, tr. and intr. v., and the

hybrid noun balloon-ist, n.

ballot, n. — F. baltotte, fr. It. ballotta, 'little ball',

dimin. of balla, 'ball' (see E. ball, 'a round

body'); so called in allusion to the small balls

formerly dropped into the voting urn.

Derivatives: ballot, intr. and tr. v., ballot-age

(q.v.)

Ballota, n., a genus of plants of the mint family

[bat.) — ModL., fr. Gk. paXXurr), 'the black

horehound'; of unknown origin.

baUotage, n. — F. ballottage, fr. ballotter, 'to bal-

lot', fr. ballotte. See prec. word and -age.

ballyhoo, n., i) outcry; 2) noisy advertising

(slang). — Of uncertain origin; possibly fr.

Ballyhooly, a village in County Cork, Ireland.

Derivative : ballyhoo, tr. and intr. v.

baUyrag, tr. and intr. v. — A variant of bullyrag,

balm, n. — ME. hasme, baume, fr. OF. bausme,

baume (F. baume), fr. L. balsamum, 'gum of the

balsam tree, balsam', fr. Gk. pdcXaafiov. See

balsam and cp. embalm.
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Derivatives: balm-y, adj., ba!m-i-ly, adv., balm-

i-ness, n.

Balmoral, n., name of various objects. — Named
after Balmoral Castle in Scotland.

balneal, adj., pertaining to baths.— Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. balneum, balineum, 'bath', fr.

Gk. [JaXavEiov, of s.m., which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. bagnio, baignoire and the first ele-

ment in bain-marie,

balneo-, combining form meaning 'bath'. — Fr.

L. balneum, 'bath'. See balneal,

balneology, n., the study of bathing. — Com-
pounded of balneo- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives ; balneotog-ic-al,adj., balneolog-ist, n.

balsam, n. — L. balsamum, 'gum of the balsam

tree, balsam', fr. Gk. paXaafiov, fr. Heb. bdsdm,

which is rel. to Heb. bOsem, Aram, busmd, Syr.

besmd, Arab, bashdm, 'balsam, spice, perfume'.

Cp. balm, embalm.

Derivatives : balsam, tr. v., balsam-er, n., balsam-

ic, adj. and n., balsam-itic, adj., baham-ize,

tr. V.

Balsaminaceae, n. pi., a family of plants {bot^ —
ModL. See next word and -aceae.

balsamine, n. the garden balsam. — P., fr. Gk.

(iaXaajiivY), 'the balsam plant', fr. pdtXaa^iOV. See

balsam and -ine.

balteus, n., girdle or belt worn by ecclesiastic

dignitaries. — L., of Etruscan origin. Cp. belt,

baldric.

Balthasar, masc. PN. — F., fr. L., fr. Gk. BaX-

-riaap, fr. Heb. Belthhatztzdt (Dan. 10 :l), fr.

Babyl. Balat-shar-usur, lit. 'save the life of the

king'. In Hebrew the name has been assimilated

in form to that of Belshatztzdr (see Belshazzar).

baluster, n., support for a railing. — F. balustre,

fr. It. balaustro, fr. L. balaustium,{T. Gk. [ixXau-

c-T'.ov, 'flower of the wild pomegranate', a

word of Syrian origin (see balaustine); so called

from the shape of the capital. Cp. next word

and banister.

Derivatives; baluster-ed, adj., balustrade (q.v.)

balustrade, n., a row of balusters. — Prop, 'a set

of balusters', fr. F. balustrade, fr. It. balaustrata,

lit. 'provided with balusters', fr. balaustro (see

prec. word and -ade); introduced into English

by the diarist John Evelyn (1620-1706).

Derivatives: balustrad-ed, adj., baluslrad-ing,n.

bam, tr. and intr. v., to bamboozle. — Abrevia-

tion of bamboozle,

bambino, n., a little child; an image of the infant

Jesus. — It., 'baby', dimin. of hambo, 'simple',

which is of imitative origin.

bamboo, n. — Malay bambu. Cp. Bambusa.

Derivative: bamboo, Xr. v.

bamboozle, tr. v., ij to hoax; 2) to confuse, puzzle.

— Of uncertain origin.

Bambusa, n., a genus of bamboos (bot.)— ModL.
See bamboo,

ban, tr. v., to prohibit; to curse (archaic).— ME.

1U

bannen, fr. OE. hannan, 'to summon, proclaim,

command', rel. to ON. banna, 'to forbid, pro-

hibit', OHG. bannan, 'to command or forbid

under threat of punishment', MHG., G. bannen,

'to put under the ban, banish, expel, curse';

formed with -n- formative element fr. I.-E. base

*bhd-, 'to speak, tell, say', whence also Gk.

ipavai, L. fdri, 'to say'. Arm. ban, 'word', Olr.

bann, 'law'. See fame and cp. ban, 'edict', banish,

banal, bandit, banns, abandon, aubain, boon, n.,

contraband,

ban, n., edict. — ME., partly fr. bannen, 'to sum-

mon, proclaim' (cp. ON. bann, 'prohibition',

OHG. ban, 'commandment or prohibition under

threat of punishment, jurisdiction', MHG. ban,

G. Bann, 'public proclamation, jurisdiction, ban,

ostracism, curse', which derive fr. ON. banna,

resp. OHG. bannan, MHG., G. bannen); partly

fr. OF. (= F.) ban, 'public proclamation', fr.

Prankish *ban, which is rel. to OHG. ban

(see above). See ban, v.

ban, n., a governor of Croatia.— Serbo-Croatian

ban, 'lord, master, ruler', fr. Pers. bdn, 'prince,

lord, chief, governor' (prob. through the medium

of the Avars). As a suff. -bdn (var. -wdri) means

'keeper, guardian'. Pers. bdn, is rel. to OPers.

pdiy)-, 'to guard, protect', OI. pAti, 'guards,

protects', pdnd-, 'guarding, protecting' (see

P.Horn, GrundriB der neupersischen Etymo-

logic, StraBburg, 1893, No. 176). See food and

cp. banat and the second element in durwaun

and in satrap.

Bana, n., son of Bah, a thousand armed giant

{Hindu mythol.)— OI. Bdndh, lit. 'arrow', prob.

a loan word fr. Austroasiatic.

banal, adj., trite, commonplace. — OF. banal,

fr. ban, 'proclamation'. See ban, 'edict'. Banal

orig. meant 'compulsory', whence it came to

denote 'common to all, commonplace'.

banal, adj., pertaining to a ban or the banat. —
Formed fr. ban, 'governor', with adj. suff. -al.

banality, n., i) triteness; 2) a platitude. — P. ba-

nalite, fr. banal. See banal, 'trite', and -ity.

banana, n. — Sp. and Port., fr. earlier Congo-

lese banam.

banat, also banate, n., the district governed by a

ban. — A hybrid coined fr. ban, 'governor' and

suff. -ate (fr. L. -dtus). Cp. G., F. banat, which

are of the same meaning and origin.

banausic, adj., proper for an artisan; trivial. —
Gk. pavaijciy.oq, 'relating to artisans', fr. pavxj-

(jia, 'handicraft', fr. ^ivauaoc;, 'artisan', which

is of uncertain origin. The usual explanation

that piva'jao; is a dissimilated form of *P'xu-

vauaoi;, and compounded of ^aOvo?, 'furnace,

forge', and auew, 'to dry', is folk etymology.

Banbury cake. - Named after Banbury in Ox-

fordshire.

banc, n., bench, esp. bench on which judges sit.

—

F. See banco,

banco, n., bank.— It., fr. Teut. *banki-. Cp. ME.
banke and see bank, bench. Cp. also banc and

U5

the last element in charabanc, mountebank,

saltimbanco.

band, n., a tie. — ME., fr. ON. band, rel. to OS.,

Swed., Du., G. band, OHG., MHG. bant, Goth.

bandi, lit. 'that which binds', fr. I.-E. base

*bendh-, 'to bind', whence also OI. bandhdlf, 'a

tying, fastening; band, bandage', Mir. bainna,

'bracelet' ; F. bande, 'band', is a Teut. loan word.

See bind and cp. bend, bond. Cp. also bandage,

bandanna, bandhava, bandhu, bandoleer, and

the second element in ribband, ribbon, roband,

seerband.

Derivatives: band, tr. and intr. v., band-ed, adj.,

band-er, n., band-ing, n.

band, n., troop.— P. bande, fr. OProven?. banda,

fr. Goth, bandwa, bandwo, 'sign, signal'. See

banner and cp. disband,

bandage, n. — F., fr. bande, fr. OF. bende, fr.

ML. benda, 'a band', fr. Goth. *binda, which is

rel. to E. band, 'tie' (q.v.) For the ending see

suff. -age.

Derivatives: bandage, tr. v., bandag-er, n.,

bandag-ist, n.

bandanna, bandana, n., a colored and spotted

handkerchief. — Hind, bdndhnd, 'a mode of

dyeing in which the cloth is tied in various

places to prevent these places from receiving

the dye', rel. to bandhdh, 'a tying, fastening;

band, bandage'. See bind and cp. band, 'tie'.

Cp. also bandhu, pandal.

bandeau, n., a narrow band, fillet.— P., fr. earlier

bandel, dimin. oi bande, 'band, ribbon', of Teut.

origin. See band, 'tie'.

banderilla, n., a small dart with a streamer thrust

into the bull by the banderillo. — Sp., dimin. of

bandera, 'banner'. See banner and cp. next word.

banderole, banderol, n., a small streamer at-

tached to a lance. — P. banderole, dimin. of

bandiire, banniere, 'banner'. See banner and

cp. prec. word.

bandhava, n., a kinsman {Hindu law). — OI.

bdndhavah, rel. to bdndhuh 'relationship, kins-

man'. See next word.

bandhu, n., related through females. — OI. bdn-

dhuh, 'relationship, kinsman', rel. to bandhdh, ' a

binding; band, tie', fr. I.-E. base *bendh-, 'to

bind'. See band, 'tie'.

bandicoot, n., a kind of a large rat. — Telegu

pandi kokku, Ut. 'pig rat'.

bandit, n. — F., fr. It. bandito, prop. pp. of ban-

dire, 'to banish', which arose from a blend of

Prankish *bannjan, 'to banish' (whence P. ban-

nir, E. banish), and Goth, bandwa, 'sign, signal'.

See banner.

banditi, n. pi., sometimes used as sing., bandits;

bandits collectively. — It., pi. of bandito. See

prec. word.

bandog, n., a dog kept tied up as a watchdog or

because of its ferocity ; a mastiff or bloodhound.

— Contracted fr. band-dog (see l>and, 'a tie',

and dog). For sense development cp. F. limier,

'bloodhound; sleuthhound', lit. 'a dog held

with a leash', fr. Hem, ancient form of lien,

'band'.

bandoleer, also bandolier, n., a shoulder belt. —
F. bandouliire, fr. Sp. bandolero, fr. banda,

'scarf, sash', which is a Teut. loan word. See

band, 'tie'.

Derivative: bandoleer-ed, bandolier-ed, adj.

bandore, n., a stringed musical instrument. —
Port, bandurra, fr. 'L.pandUra, fr. Gk. iravSoOpa,

'a musical instrument of three strings'. See pan-

dore and cp. banjo. Cp. also mandolin,

bandy, tr. v., to toss. — P. bander, 'to bind, bend,

bandy', of Teut. origin. See bend, 'to curve', and

cp. next word.

bandy, n., i) a form of hockey; 2) the bent stick

used in this game. — F. bande, pp. of bander.

See prec. and cp. next word.

bandy, adj., bent, crooked, bandy-legged. — De-

rivatively identical with prec. word.

andy,n., bullock cart or carriage.—Telugu bandi.

bandy-legged, adj. — Compounded of bandy,

adj., leg and suff. -ed.

bane, n. — OE. bana, 'murderer, slayer', rel. to

OE. benn, 'wound', OS. bano, OPris. bona.

OHG. bano, 'murderer', OHG. bana, 'murder',

ON. bani, 'murderer, murder, death', ben.

'wound', Dan., Swed. bane, 'death, murder'.

Goth, banja, 'stroke, wound', and cogn. with

Avestic banta, 'ill', bqnay'n, 'they make sick'

Derivatives: bane-ful, adj., bane-ful-ly, adv.,

bane-ful-ness, n.

bang, tr. and intr. v. — Of. Scand. origin. Cp.

ON. banga, 'to hammer', Swed. bdnga, to make

a noise', Icel. banga, Dan. banke, 'to beat', Cp.

also Lith. bungdt, 'to nudge in the ribs', MHG,
bunge, 'drum', G. Bengel, 'cudgel; a clumsy

fellow, a fool', Du. bengel, 'a naughty boy'.

All these words are of imitative origin, Cp.

bungle. Cp. also whang, whiz-bang.

Derivative: bang, n.

bang, interj. — Of imitative origin. See prec.

word.

bang, n. — A variant of bhang,

bang, n., hair cut across the forehead. — Of un-

certain origin.

bangle, n., a ring-shaped bracelet. — Hind

bangri.

bangy, banghy, n., a shoulder yoke for carrying

loads. — Marathi bat'igi, fr. Hind, bahangi, fr.

01. vihangamd, vihangikd. See Yule-Burnell,

Hobson-Jobson, p. 6ob.

banian, n., a Hindu merchant. — Hind, vdnijci.

'a trader', fr. OI, vdnij, 'merchant'. Cp. bany-

an tree,

banish, tr. v. — ME. banishen, fr. OF. baniss-.

pres. part, stem of hanir, 'to proclaim ; to banish'

(F. bannir, 'to banish; to expel'), fr. Prankish

*bannjan, which is rel. to Goth, bandwjan, 'to

make a sign, to signal', whence It, bandire.

OProvenp, bandir, 'to proclaim: to banish'. See

banner and cp. band, 'troop'. For the ending see

verbal suff. -ish. OF. banir, etc., were influenced
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in meaning by a confusion with OF. ban, 'public

proclamation' (see ban, 'edict'). See Bloch-

Wartburg, DELF., p. 55 s.v. bannir and Dauzat,

DELF., p. 72 s.v. bannir.

banister, n. — Corruption of baluster,

banjo, n., a musical instrument. — Fr. earlier

banjore, banjer, banshaw, Negro alterations of

bandore (q.v.)

Derivatives : banjo, intr. v., banjo-ist, n.

bank, n., the edge of a river. — ME. banke, of

Scand. origin. Cp. ON. bakki, 'river bank, ridge',

and next word, and see bench. Cp. also bunk,

'sleeping berth'.

Derivative: bank, tr. and intr. v., to pile up in

a bank.

bank, n., a bench. — ME. banck, prob. fr. OF.

banc, 'a bench', which is of Teut. origin. See

bencli and cp. prec. word and banc, banco,

bank, n., an institution for the custody of money.

— F. banque, fr. It. banca, orig. 'bench, table,

counter' (scil. of a money changer), which is

of Teut. origin. Cp. bank, 'the edge of a river',

bank, 'bench', and see bench. Cp. also bankrupt,

bunco, embankment.

Derivatives: bank, intr. v., to keep a bank; to

keep money in a bank; tr. v., to keep (money)

in a bank ; bank-able. adj. ,bank-er,n.,bank-mg,ti.

banket, n., the conglomerate in the Witwaters-

rand gold district in the Transvaal. — S. Afr.

Du., lit. 'sweetmeat', fr. F. banquet. See banquet,

bankrupt, n. and adj. — Refashioned after L.

rupta, fr. F. banqueroute, fr. It. banca rotta, lit.

'a broken bench', fr. banca, 'bench', and rotta

(fr. L. rupta), fern. pp. of rompere, 'to break',

fr. L. rumpere, (see bench and rupture); so called

from the habit of breaking the bench of bank-

rupts.

Derivatives: bankrupt, tr. v., bankrupt-cy, n.,

bankrupt-ly, adv.

bankshall, n., i) a warehouse; 2) the office of a

harbor master (Angh-Ind.) — Hind, bangsal,

'store room', prob. fr. OI. bhani^sdla-, 'store-

house'. Sec Yule-Bumell, Hobson-Jobson,

p. 61b.

Banksia, n., a genus of Australian evergreen

trees. — Named after the famous English na-

turalist and traveler. Sir Joseph Banks (i743-

1820). For the ending see suff. -ia.

banner, n. — ME. banere, fr. OF. baniere (F. ban-

niire), which is prob. a blend of WTeut. "banda,

corresponding to Goth, bandwa, bandwo, 'sign,

signal' (whence also It., OProveng. banda, 'band,

troop'. Late L. bandum, 'banner', banderia, ba-

neria, 'place where the banner is set up', OPro-

ven?. bandiera (whence It. bandiera, F. ban-

diire, Sp. bandera), 'banner', and of OF. ban,

'public proclamation'. Goth, bandwa, prob. de-

rives fr. I.-E. base *bendh-, 'to bind'. See band,

'tie', and cp. band, 'troop', banderilla, banderole,

banish, pandour. For the etymol. of OF. ban see

ban, 'edict'. MHO. banier(e) (whence G. Banner

and Panier), 'banner', is an OF. loan word.
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Derivatives: banner, tr. and intr. v. \(obsol.),

banner-ed, adj., bann-er, n. (obsol.), banneret

(q.v.)

banneret, n., order of knighthood; orig., a knight

who could lead his men into battle under his

own banner. — ME. baneret, fr. OF. baneret

(F. banneret), a derivative of baniere (F. ban-

niire). See banner,

banneret, bannerette, n., small banner. — OF.

banerete, dimin. of baniere (F. banniere). See

banner and -et, -ette.

bannerol, n., banner borne at a funeral and placed

over the tomb. — A variant of banderole,

bannock, n., a thick flat cake. — OE. bannuc,

'cake', fr. Gael, bonnach, of s.m.

banns, bans, n. pi., public announcement of a

marriage. — PI. of ban, 'edict'.

banquet, n. — F., fr. It. banchetto, dimin. of ban-

co, 'bench'. See bench and -et and cp. banc,

banco, banket, banquette.

Derivatives: banquet, v., banquet-er, n.

banquette, n., the foot bank of a trench (fort.) —
F., fr. Languedoc banqueta, dimin. of banc

'bench'. See prec. word and -ette.

banshee, n., a female spirit supposed to warn

famiUes of the death of a member. — From Ir.

bean sidhe, lit. 'woman of the fairies'. Bean

comes fr. OE. ben, which is cognate with E.

quean and queen,

banstickle, n., the stickleback. — Compounded

of ME. ban, 'bone', and stickle (in stickleback),

'prickle'. See bone and stickleback.

bantam, n., a kind of small fowl. — Fr. Bantam,

name of a town, west of Jakarta in Java.

banter, tr. and intr. v. and n. — Of unknown

origin.

Derivatives: banter-er, n., banter-ing-ly, adv.,

banter-y, adj.

banting, n., a system for reducing weight. —
Named after William Banting (1797-1878), its

inventor and propagator.

Derivatives: banting-ism, n., banting-ize, intr. v.

bantling, n., a brat; a bastard. — G. Bdnkling,

'bastard', lit. 'conceived on a bench', fr. Bank,

'bench'; see bench and subst. suff. -ling. For

sense development cp. bastard.

Bantu, n., a group of African languages com-

prising most of those spoken south of the Equa-

tor. — Coined by W. H. I. Bleek fr. native

Ba-ntu, fr. plur. pref. ba- and ntu, 'a man, a

person', hence Ba-ntu Ut. means 'the men, the

people, mankind'.

banyan, n. — See banian.

banyan tree, also banyan, n. — Orig. 'the tree

under which the banyans (= Hindu merchants)

settled near Gombroon (now called Bandar

Abbas); see banian. See Yule-Buinell, Hobson-

Jobsan, p. 65.

banzai, interj., form of greeting addressed to the

Emperor of Japan. — Jap. 'may you live ten

thousand years'. Cp. Chin, wan, 'myriad', sui,

'year'.

147

baobab, n., name of an African tree. — Native

name.

bap, n., a small roll of bread {Scot^ — Of un-

certain origin.

Baphia, n., a genus of trees and shrubs of the pea

family, {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. pa?^, 'a dip-

ping, a dyeing', which is rel. to PaTrreiv, 'to

dip, dye', paTt-rf^eiv, 'to dip'. See baptism and -ia.

Baptlsia, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Poctctictk;, 'a dipping',

fr. paitTii^eiv, 'to dip' (see next word) ; so called

from the use of some species for dyeing. For

the ending see suff'. -ia.

baptism, n. — ME. bapteme, fr. OE. baptesme

(F. bapteme), fr. Eccles. L. baptisma, fr. Gk.

^a.nTia\i.a, 'a dipping in water', in Eccles. Gk.

'baptism', fr. paTcxtl^stv, 'to dip', in Eccles. Gk.

'to baptize', fr. paTrreiv, 'to dip, steep, dye,

color', which is rel. to ^acfi], 'a dyeing', and

cogn. with ON. kvefja, 'to plunge', OSwed. kvaf,

'a deep place'. For sense development it should

be borne in mind that baptism orig. consisted

in immersion. E. baptism has been refashioned

after Eccles. L. baptisma, Gk. paTtTiajia. For

the ending see suif. -ism. Cp. Baphia, Baptisia,

baptist, baptistery, baptize and the second ele-

ment in phlobaphene.

Derivatives :6a/7/«m-a/, adj., baptism-al-ly, adv.

baptist, n. — OF. (= F.) baptiste, fr. Eccles. L.

baptista, fr. Gk. PaTTTioTrjc;, 'one who dips'. See

baptism and -ist.

baptistery, baptistry, n.— OF. baptisterie (F. bap-

tistire), fr. Eiccles. L. baptisterium, fr. Gk. (JaTr-

TioTYiptov, 'bathing place', in Eccles. Gk., bap-

tistery'. See baptist and -ery, resp. -ry.

baptize, tr. and intr. v. — ME. baptisen, fr. F.

baptiser, fr. Eccles. L. baptizdre, 'to baptize', fr.

Gk. PaTTTit^Eiv. See baptism and -ize.

bar, rod of metal or wood. — ME. barre, fr. OF.

(= F.) barre, fr. VL. *barra, a word of Gaulish

origin. See forum and cp. barrier, barrister, bar-

rulet, debar, disbar, embargo, emt)arrass.

bar, tr. v. — ME. barren, fr. OF. barrer, fr. barre.

See prec. word and cp. barrage.

Derivatives: barr-ed, adj., barr-er, n., barr-ing,

n. and prep., barr-y, adj.

bar, n., the maigre (Sciaena aquila). — F. bar, fr.

MDu. ba(e)rse, which is rel. to OS., MHG. bars,

G. Borsch and E. barse (q.v.)

Barabbas, masc. PN. — L., fr. Gk. BapaPjiai;, fr.

Aram, bar abbd, 'son of the father, son of the

master', fr. bar, 'son', which is rel. to Heb. ben,

'son', and fr. Aram, abbd, 'the father', emphatic

state of abh, which is rel. to Heb. dbh, 'father'.

For the first element sec ben, 'son', and cp. bar

mitzvah and words there referred to. For the

second element see Aboth and cp. Abba, abbot.

barad, n., the unit of pressure in the centimeter-

gram-second system (physics).— Fr. Gk. pdcpoi;,

'weight'. See bare-.

barathrum, n., 'pit, gulf', esp. that near Athens

into which criminals condemned to death were

thrown. — L., fr. Gk. pipa&pov, 'pit, gulf,

cleft', rel. to Homeric pepe{>pov, of s.m., fr. I.-E.

base 'g^er-, 'to devour', whence also Popo?,

'voracious', ppcojjta, 'food', lit. 'that which is

eaten', L. vordre, 'to devour'. See voracious and

cp. words there referred to.

barato, n., money given to bystanders by a winner

at the gaming table. — Sp., from the adj. barato.^

'cheap', fr. baratar, 'to barter, traffic', which

prob. derives fr. Gk. TrpdtTTstv, 'to do, perform'-

See practical.

barb, n., beard, a beardlike appendage. — OF.
(= F.) barbe, fr. L. barba, 'beard', which is cogn.

with OE. beard. See beard and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: barb, tr. v., to supply with a barb;

barb-ed, adj.

barb, n., name of a breed of horse. — F. barbe,

shortened fr. Barbaric, prop, 'horse introduced

from Barbary in North Africa'.

Barbara, fem. PN. — L., prop. fem. of barbarus,

'strange, foreign, barbarous', fr. Gk. (Bappapot;.

See barbaric.

Barbarea, n., a genus of plants of the mustard

family (bot.)— ModL., named after St. Barbara.

barbarian, n. and adj. — Formed with suff. -ian

fr. Gk. papPapo?. See barbaric.

barbaric, adj. — OF. barbarique, fr. L. barbari-

cus, 'foreign, strange, outlandish', fr. G. pap-

Papixo?, fr. pippapoi;, 'non-Greek, foreign,

barbarous', which is cogn. with OI. barbarah,

'stammering (designation of the non-Aryan

nations), from the I.-E. imitative base *harh-,

'to stammer, stutter; unintelligible'. Cp. brave.

Cp. also Berber and the second element in rhu-

barb. For *balb-, a collateral base of *barh-, see

balbuties, booby. For the imitative base *bab-

see babble.

Derivative: barbaric-al-ly, adv.

barbarism, n. — F. barbarisme, fr. L. barharismus,

fr. Gk. pappapiajj.6;, 'unintelligible speech', fr.

pipPapo?. See prec. word and -ism.

barbarity, n. — See barbaric and -ity.

barbarize, tr. and intr. v. — Gk. pappapi^siv,

'to speak like a barbarian', fr. pappapo:. See

barbaric and -ize.

Derivative; barbariz-ation, n.

barbarous, adj. — L. barbarus, fr. Gk. pippapo;.

See barbaric. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk.

-oi;, see -ous.

Derivatives: barbarous-ly, adv., barbarous-

ness, n.

Barbary, n., the countries in North Africa west

of Egypt. — OF. Barbaric, fr. L. barbaria, 'a

foreign country', fr. barbarus, 'strange, foreign,

barbarous'. See ttarbaric and -y (representing

OF. -ie).

Barbary ape. — Lit. 'ape of North Africa', fr.

Barbary.

barbasco, n,, the wild cinnamon. — Sp., fr. L.

verbascum, 'mullein', a word of Ligurian origin.

Cp. 'Verbascum.



barbate U8

barbate, adj., i) bearded; 2) (hot.) having hair-

like tufts or awns. — L. barbdtus, 'bearded',

fr. harba, 'beard'. See barb, 'appendage', and

adj. sufT. -ate and cp. barbituric.

Derivative: barbat-ed, adj.

barbecue, n., an animal roasted whole; a social

gathering at which animals are roasted whole.

— Sp. barbacoa, orig. 'a framework to sleep on;

a framework for roasting meat', fr. Taino bar-

bacoa.

Derivative: barbecue, tr. v.

barbel, n., a large fish, Barbus fluviatilis. — OF.

(F. barbeau), fr. VL. *barbellus, dimin. of Late

L. barbula, which itself is dimin. of L. barbus,

'barbel' (whence OHG. barbo, MHG., G. barbe,

of s.m.), fr. L. barba, 'beard'. See barb, 'beard'.

barber, n. — ME. barbour, fr. OF. barbeor (as

if fr. VL. *barbator), fr. L. barba, 'beard'. Cp.

F. barbier (fr. VL. *barbdrius) and see barb,

'beard'.

barberry, n., any plant of the genus Berberis. —
OF. barbere, barberis, fr. ML. berberis, barbaris,

fr. Arab, barbaris, in vulgar pronunciation ber-

beris, 'barberry'. Cp. Berberis.

barbet, n. — F., fr. L. barbatus, 'bearded'. See

barbate.

barbette, n., mound for mounting guns (fort.)—
F., dimin. of barbe, 'beard' (see barb, 'beard',

and -ette) ; so called from a fanciful comparison

of the mounted guns with a beard.

barbican, n., outer defense of a city or castle. —
ME. harbecan, fr. OF. barbacan, barbican (F.

barbacane), which prob. derives ult. fr. Pers.

bdla-khdna, 'upper chamber, balcony on the top

of a house', lit. 'a high house', fr. bdla, 'high',

and khdna, 'house'. The first element is rel. to

Avestic b^r^zant-, OI. brhdnt-, 'high'; see

borough. The second element derives fr. stem

khan-, 'to dig'.

barbicel, n., a little process on the barbule of a

feather. — ModL. barbicella, dimin. of barba,

'beard'. See barb, 'beard'.

barbiton, n., an ancient many-stringed instru-

ment resembling a lyre. — Gk. pap^iTOv, earlier

form pipp'.To;, a loan word from a foreign,

prob. the Phrygian, language.

barbituric, adj., designating, or pertaining to, a

crystalline acid, CH2(CO.NH)jCO (chem.) —
Coined fr. L. barbata (in ML. Usnea barbdta,

lit. 'bearded moss'), and uric. L. barbdta is fern,

of barbdlus, 'bearded' ; see barbate. (ML. usnea

derives fr. Arab, ushna", 'moss').

barbule, n., a minute barb; a process at the edge

of the barb of a feather. — L. barbula, 'a little

beard', dimin. of barba. See barb 'beard', and

-ule and cp. barbicel.

barcarole, barcarolle, a song sung by Venetian

boatmen. — F. barcarolle, fr. It. barcarola, fr.

harcarolo, 'gondolier', a derivative of barca,

boat'. See bark, 'vessel'.

bard, n, a Celtic minstrel-poet. — G 'el. bard,

fr. Gaul. *hardo-, 'singer', whence ilso Gk.

pipSo?, L. bardus, 'bard', bardala, 'the copped

lark' (lit. 'the singer').

Derivative: bard-ic, adj.

bard, also barde, n., armor for the breast and

flanks of a warhorse. — F. barde, 'armor for

horses', fr. Sp. barda, 'horse armor', albarda,

'packsaddle', fr. Arab. (al-)bdrdaa^ , '(the) stuffed

packsaddle of an ass'.

bardash, n., a catamite. — F. bardache, fr. It.

bardascia, fr. Arab, bdrdaj, 'slave', ult. fr. Pers.

bardah, of s.m.

bardolater, n., a worshiper of the Bard, i.e. Shake-

speare.— Formed fr. bard, 'poet', on analogy of

idolater,

bardolatry, n., worship of Shakespeare.— Form-

ed fr. bard, 'poet', on analogy of idolatry.

Bardolph, masc. PN. — OHG. Berhtolf, com-

pounded of berakt, 'bright', and wolf, 'wolf. See

bright and wolf.

bare, adj. — ME. bare, fr. OE. bser, rel. to OS.,

OHG., MHG., G. bar, ON. berr, Du. baar,

(fr. Old Teut. *baza-), and cogn. with Arm. bok

(for*bhos-ko-), 'naked', OSlav. bosii, Lith. basas,

Lett, bass, 'barefoot'. Cp. the first element in

ballast.

Derivatives: bare, tr. v., bare, n., bare-ly, adv.,

bare-ness, n., bar-er, n.

barege, barige, n., i) a gauzelike fabric; 2) a min-

eral water from Bareges. — F. barege, so

called fr. Bareges, a village situated in the

department of the Hautes-Pyr^ntes in France.

baresark, adv., without shirt. — Alternation of

berserk (as if deriving from bare sark, i.e. 'bare

shirt'). See berserker,

baret, n. — A var. of barret,

bargain, n. — ME. bargayn, fr. OF. bargaigne,

fr. bargaigner. See bargain, v.

bargain, intr. and tr. v.— OF. bargaignier (F. bar-

guigner), 'to waver, be irresolute', orig. 'to bar-

gain', prob. fr. Frankish *bnrganjan, 'to borrow,

to lend', which is rel. to OHG. borgen, OE.

borgian, 'to borrow, to lend'. See borrow.

Derivative : bargain-er, n.

barge, broad, flat boat. — OF., fr. OProveng.

barca, fr. L. barca, 'a small boat, bark', short-

ened fr. *bdrica, fr. Gk. pipit;, fr. Copt, ban,

'boat'. Cp. bark, 'sailing ship', and words there

referred to.

Derivatives : barge, intr. v.

bargeer, n., a trooper who is riding another man's

horse (Anglo-Ind.). — Pers. bdrgir, lit. 'burden

taker', fr. bar, 'burden', and -gir, stem of girif-

tdn, 'to seize, take'.

barite, n., barytes (mineral.) — See barytes.

baritone, barytone, n., a male voice between bass

and tenor. — F. baryton or It. baritone, fr. Gk.

papuTovo?, 'heavy-toned, low-toned', which is

comp^unded of Pafj;, 'heavy' (see bary-), and

t6vo<;, 'tone*. See tone.

Derivative : barytone, baritone, n.

barium, n., a metallic element (chem.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. Papus, 'heavy', which is rel. to pipo?.

U9 oaroque

'weight'; see baro-. The element was so called

by its discoverer, the English chemist Sir Hum-
phrey Davy (1778-1829) because of its presence

in barytes or heavy spar.

bark, n., rind of a tree. — ME. barke, fr. ON.
barker (whence also Dan., Swed. bark), which is

rel. to LG. borke (whenceG. Borfe).According to

Petersson (in Indogerm. Forschungen 23,403),

these words derive from a -^--enlargement of

I.-E. base *bher-, 'to cut', for which see bore,

'to pierce' and words there referred to. For

sense development cp. L. cortex, 'bark of a

tree', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qer-, 'to cut' (see cortex).

Derivatives: bark, tr. v., bark-en, tr. and intr. v.,

bark-en, adj. (poet), bark-er, n., bark-er-y, n.

bark, n., a kind of sailing ship. — F. barque, fr.

It. barca, fr. L. bdrca, 'a small boat, bark'. See

barge, 'boat', and cp. barkentine, barque, de-

bark, disembark, embark.

bark, intr. v., to cry as a dog. — ME. berken, fr.

OE. beorcan, rel. to ON. berkja, 'to bark' ;
prob.

imitative.

Derivatives: bark-er, n., bark-ing, adj. and n.

barkentine, barquentine, n., a kind of three-

masted vessel. — Formed fr. bark, resp. barque,

"sailing vessel', on analogy of briga«n>ie.

barkevikite, n., a variety of amphibole (mineral)

— Named after Barkevik, on the Langesund

fiord, in Norway. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

barley, n. — ME. barly, fr. OE. bxrlic, orig.

an adjective meaning 'like barley', fr. bere,

"barley', and -lie, 'like'. The first element is rel.

to ON. barr, 'barley', Goth, barizeins, 'of bar-

ley', and cogn. with L. far, gen. farris, 'coarse

grain, meal'. See farina, farrage, and cp. barn,

barton. For the second element see adj. suff. -ly

and like, adj.

barm, n., yeast. — ME. berme, fr. OE. beorma,

rel. to Du. berm, MLG. berm, barm, LG. barme

(whence G. Bdrme), and cogn. with L. fermen-

tum, 'substance causing fermentation', fr. I.-E.

base *bher-, 'to boil, seethe', whence also OI.

bhurdti, 'moves convulsively, quivers', Mir.

berbaim, 'I boil, seethe'. Cp. brand, bread, brew,

broil (in both senses), broth. Cp. also ferment.

bar mitzvah, a male person who has completed

his thirteenth year, when he reaches the age of

religious responsibility (Jewish religion). —
Heb. bar mitzvd", lit. 'son of command', fr. bar,

"son', which is rel. to Heb. ben, and mitzvd'*,

'command, commandment', which is rel. io'tziv-

vd*, 'he commanded'. For the first element see

ben, 'son', and cp. the first element in Barabbas,

Barnabas, Bartholomew. For the second element
see mitzvah.

bam, n. — ME. bern, fr. OE. bern, shortened fr.

orig. bere-ern, lit. 'barley house', fr. bere, 'bar-

ley' and ern, xrn, 'house'. For the first element
see barley. The second element is a metathesized

form of *rar^n) (for *rasn), 'house', and rel. to

ON. ramt, Goth, razn, 'house', and to OE. rest.

rsest, 'resting place'. See rest, 'repose', and cp.

the first element in ransack.

Barnabas, n., a surname of Joseph, the Levite of

Cyprus (Acts 4: 36). — Eccles. L., fr. Gk. Bap-

vdpa?, lit. 'son of exhortation', fr. Aram, bar,

'son', and ndbhd, 'prophecy, exhortation'. For

the first element see bar mitzvah and cp. words

there referred to. The second element is rel. to

Heb. nabht, 'prophet', n^bhU'd", 'prophecy'. See

Nebiim.

barnacle, n., an instrument for pinching a horse's

nose.— ME. bernak, bernacle, bernakile, fr. OF.

bernac, which is of uncertain origin.

barnacle, n., i)the barnacle goose; 2) shellfish. —
Bret, bernic, 'shellfish' (whence also F. bernicle,

'barnacle goose; shellfish'), prob. fr. Olr. bern,

'cleft, crack, fissure' (according to popular

belief, the goose was supposed to be born from

the shellfish).

baro-, before a vowel bar-, combining form de-

noting the pressure of the atmosphere. — Gk.

Papo-, fr. pdcpo?, 'weight', rel. to papii?, 'hea-

vy', fr. I.-E. base *g'"er-, 'heavy', whence also

L. gravis. See grave, 'weighty', and cp. bary-,

Briareus, and the second element in centrobaric,

charivari.

barograph, n., a recording barometer. — Com-

pounded of baro- and Gk. -ypa90(;, fr. ypatpe'-v,

'to write'. See -graph.

Derivative: barograph-ic, adj.

barology, n., the study of weight or gravity. —
Compounded of baro-, and Gk. -'koyii, fr.

-Xi-^OQ, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

barometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

pressure of the atmosphere. —- Compounded of

baro- and Gk. jxexpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'. The term barometer was prob.

used first by the English chemist and physicist

Robert Boyle (1627-91) in 1665.

Derivatives: barometr-ic, adj., baromeir-y, n.

baron, n. — ME. baron, barun, fr. OF. baron,

oblique case of ber, fr. ML. bard, gen. -unis,

which is of Teut. origin; cp. OHG. baro, 'man',

prop, 'warrior', which is rel. to ON. berjask,

'to fight', and cogn. with OSlav. borjg, borili,

'to fight'. All these words prob. derive fr. l.-E.

base *bher-, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to carry".

Derivatives: baron-age, n., baron-ess, n., baron-

et, n. and tr. v., baron-et-age, n., baron-et-cy, n.,

baron-etic-al, baron-ial, adjs., barony (q.v.)

barony, n., i) a baron's domain; 2) dignity or

rank of a baron. — OF. baronie (F. baronnie),

fr. baron. See prec. word and -y (representing

OF. -ie).

baroque, adj., pertaining to an artistic style char-

acterized by grotesque forms. — F., not fr.

Port, barroco, 'irregularly shaped pearl', as

generally assumed, but from the name of the

founder of the baroque style, Federigo Barocci

(1528-1612).

Derivative : baroque, n.
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baroscope, n., an instrument showing the changes

of the pressure of the atmosphere.—Compound-
ed of baro- and Gk. -ax67tiov, fr. oxottcTv, 'to

look at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivatives: baroscop-ic, baroscop-ical, adjs.

Barosma, n., a genus of plants of the rue family

(hot.) — ModL., lit. 'of a heavy smell', fr. baro-

and Gk. ba\j.i-^, 'smell, odor'. See osmium,

barosmin, n., diosmin (pharm.) — Formed fr.

Barosma with chem. suff. -in.

barouche, n., a kmd of four-wheeled carriage. —
G. Barutsche, fr. It. baroccio, a collateral form
of earlier biroccio, fr. VL. *birrotium, 'a two-

wheeled carriage', fr. L. birotus (for bis-rotus),

'two-wheeled', fr. bis, 'twice', and rota, 'wheel'.

See bi- and rota and cp. britska.

barque, n. — A variant of bark, 'sailing vessel'.

barquentine, n. — See barkentine.

barracan, n., an Oriental fabric, camlet. — F., fr.

Arab, harrakdn, 'camlet', which is of Persian

origin.

barracks, n. pi., soldiers' lodgings. — F. baroque,

fr. Sp. barraca, orig. 'hut of bricks', a derivative

of barro, 'clay', which is prob. of Iberian origin.

barracuda, also barracouta, n., a large sea fish. —
Sp. barracuda, of uncertain origin.

barrage, n., dam. — F., fr. barrer, 'to bar, ob-

struct'. See bar, v., and -age.

barrage, n,, curtain fire (jnil) — Fr. F. tir de

barrage, 'curtain fire'. See prec. word.

barranca, n., ravine. — Sp., fr. barranca, 'pre-

cipice, ravine', fr. VL. barrancas, fr. Gk. cpdpay^.

gen. 9apayY0i;, 'deep chasm, ravine, guUy',

which is rel. to 9apuY$, 'throat, chasm, gulf,

(papEiv, 'to cleave, part', and cogn. with L.

fordre, 'to bore', OE. borian, 'to bore'. See bore

'to pierce', and cp. pharynx,

barrandite, n., a hydrous phosphate of iron and

aluminum {mineral) — F., named after the

French geologist Joachim Barrande (1799- 1883).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

barrator, n., one guilty of barratry. — ME. bara-

toitr, 'a quarrelsome person', fr. OF. barateor,

'deceiver, swindler', fr. barater, 'to deceive,

barter'. See barter,

barratrous, adj., tending to barratry {taw). — See

barratry and -ous.

Derivative: barratrous-ty, adv.

barratry, n., fraudulent breach of duty {marine).

— See barrator and -ry.

barrel, n. — UE. bare!, fr. OF. (= F.) baril,

'barrel, cask', which is of Gaulish origin. The
word came to Britain through the medium of

the Normans; it is not related to F. barre, 'bar'.

Cp. It. barile, OProven;. and Sp. barril, which

are of the same origin and meaning as OF. baril.

Cp. also barricade, barrico, breaker, 'a small

cask".

barren, adj. — ME. barain, barein, fr. OF. bre-

haigne, baraigne, which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: barren-ly, adv., barren-ness, n.

barret, n., a small cap, esp. a blretta. — F. bar-

rette, fr. It. barretta (now berretta). See biretta.

barricade, n. — F., fr. MF. barriquer, 'to barri-

cade', fr. barrique, 'a large barrel', fr. baril,

'barrel'; see barrel. Barricade orig. meant 'an

obstruction made with barrels'. It. barricata,

usually regarded as the etymon of F. barricade,

is in reality a French loan word.

barricade, tr. v. — F. barricader, fr. barricade.

See barricade, n.

barrico, n., a keg. — Sp. barrica, fr. barril, 'a

barrel'. See barrel.

barrier, n. — ME. barrere, fr. F. barriire, 'ob-

stacle', fr. barre, 'bar'. See bar, 'rod of metal

or wood'.

barrister, n. — Formed fr. bar, 'rod of metal or

wood', with suff. -ster.

barrow, n., moimtain, mound. — ME. barewe,

berewe, fr. OE. beorg, 'mountain', rel. to OS.,

Swed., Norw., OFris., Du., OHG., G. berg,

'mountain', ON. bjarg, 'rock', Dan. bjerg,

MHG. berc, 'mountain', fr. I.-E. base *bhergh-,

'high'. See borough and cp. the second element

in iceberg,

barrow, n., a castrated boar._— OE. bearg, rel. to

OS., OHG. barg, barug,ON. -borgr, MDu. barch,

barech, Du. barg, MHG. bare, G. Barch, and

cogn. with OSlav. bravti, fr. earlier borvH, 'cas-

trated young pig; wether', fr. I.-E. base *bher-,

'to cut, bore'. See bore,

barrow, n., a handcart. — ME. barewe, fr. OE.

bearwe, 'basket, barrow', fr. beran, 'to carry'.

See bear, 'to carry', and cp. bier,

barrulet, n., a small bar {her.) — Formed with

dimin. suff. -et fr. VL. *barrula, dimin. oi*barra.

See bar, 'rod of metal or wood'.

barry, adj., traversed by an even number of bars

{her) — F. barre, pp. of barrer, 'to bar', fr.

barre. See bar, 'rod of metal or wood'.

barse, n., the common perch.— OE. bssrs, 'perch',

rel. to MDu. ba{e)rse, Du. baars, OS., MHG.
bars, G. Barsch, 'perch', G. barsch, 'rough'; fr.

Teut. base *bars-, 'sharp'. See bristle and cp.

bass, 'perch', bar, 'maigre'.

barter, intr. and tr. v. — ME. bartren, fr. OF.

barater, 'to deceive, barter', fr. barat, 'cheat,

deception', which is of uncertain, possibly

Celtic, origin. Cp. Ir. bralh, 'treachery', Gael.

brath, 'to betray'. Cp. also barrator.

Derivatives: barter, n., barter-er, n.

barthite, n., a hydrous arsenate of zinc and cop-

per. — Named after Barth, a mining engineer

at Guchab, SW. Africa. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

Bartholomew, masc. FN. — OF. Barthelemieu (F.

Barthelemy), fr. L. Bartholomaeus, fr. Gk. Bap-

doXoixaio?, fr. Aram, bar Talmdy, 'son of Tal-

mai'. Aram, bar, 'son', is rel. to Heb. ben, of

s.m. ; see ben, 'son', and cp. words there referred

to. Talmdy, a Heb. name occurring ateady in

the Bible (e.g. Nu. 1 3 : 22), is rel. to Heb. telem,

'furrow'.

Derivative: Bartholome-an, adj.
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bartizan, n., a small tower for defense — First

used by Walter Scott who mistook the real

meaning of Scot, bartisene, which is nothing but

the corrupted speUing of bratticing, 'timber-

work', fr. brattice (q.v.)

barton, n., barn. — ME. berton, fr. OE. beretun,

'threshing floor, bam', lit. 'barley enclosure', fr.

here, 'barley', and tUn, 'enclosure'. See barley

and town.

Bartonia, n., a genus of plants of the gentian

family {bot.) — ModL., named in honor of

Benjamin Smith Barton of Philadelphia (died

in 1 815). For the ending see suff. -ia.

baruria, n., an abnormal condition in which the

urine has a very high specific gravity {med.) —
Medical L., compounded of Gk. papu?, 'heavy',

and oOpov, 'urine'. See bary-, uro-, 'of urine',

and -ia.

bary-, combining form meaning 'heavy'. — Gk.

Pap'j-, fr. papuQ, 'heavy', rel. to papoc, 'weight'.

See baro-.

barycenter, barycentre, n., the center of gravity.

— Compounded of bary- and center.

Derivative: barycentr-ic, adj.

barysilite, n., a lead silicate. — Coined fr. bary-,

silicate and subst. suff. -ite.

baryta, n., barium monoxide {chem.) — From
next word.

barytes, n., native barium sulfate, BaSOj; heavy

spar {mineral.)— Coined by the Swedish chem-

ist Karl Wilhelm Scheele (1742-86) fr. Gk.

[iapui;, 'heavy', which is rel. to papoi;, 'weight'.

See baro- and cp. barium, barite.

barythymia, n., melancholia {med) — Medical

L.. compounded of bary- and Mjio;, 'spirit,

mind, soul'. See thio- and -ia and cp. thyme. Cp.

also the second element in lipotbymia, para-

thymia.

barytic, adj., pertaining to baryta. — Formed fr.

baryta with suff. -ic.

barytone, n. — See baritone.

basal, adj., relating to the base; basic. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. base, n.

Derivative : basal-ly, adv.

basalt, n. — L. basaltes, explained by most lexi-

cographers as a word of African origin. (This

explanation is based on Pliny, Historia 36, 58.)

In Thesaurus Linguae Latinae, s.v. basanites,

several editions are quoted, in which basaltes

stands for basanites. We may, therefore, assume

that the original form is basanites, which was

later shortened into basaltes. L. basanites {lapis)

comes fr. Gk. p(X(javf-nf)(; (Xidoi;). I tentatively

suggest that PaoavfTT,; derives fr. Baoiv, 'Bash-

an' (Bocaav is the transhteration of Heb.

BashAn in the LXX), to which the suff. -txr)?

was added (see subst. suff. -ite). Accordingly,

Paaocvf-rr)? Xido; lit. means 'stone of Bashan'.

This etymology is supported by the fact that

Bashan, this well-known region east of the Jor-

dan, first mentioned in the Bible as the Kingdom
of Og, is especially rich in basalt. Cp. basanite.

basan, n., tanned sheepskin. — F. basane, fr.

OProven?. basana, fr. Sp. badana, fr. Arab.

bildna", lit. 'lining', fr. bdtana, 'he hid, covered'^

fr. 6a/«, 'belly, interior'. See wad, 'soft material'.

basanite, n., touchstone. — L. basanites {lapis),

fr. Gk. patjavof; or paoavf-nj? (Xi^o?), 'touch-

stone'. See basalt.

basaree, n., a Hindu flageolet {music). — Hind.

basree, fr. OI. varhsdh, 'bamboo', which is cogn.

with Mir. feice, Ir. feige (for *vankid), 'lintel,

rafter'; L. vacerra, 'log, stock, post', however,

is not cognate.

bascule, n., an apparatus based on the principle

of the seesaw. — F., 'seesaw', from orig. basse

cule, altered from earlier bacule under the in-

fluence of basse, fem. of bos, 'low'. Bacule is

composed of the imper. of battre, 'to strike',

and cut, 'posterior'. See batter, 'to beat', and

culet.

base, n., bottom; foundation, pedestal. — F., fr.

L. basis, fr. Gk. ^ixctk;, 'a stepping, step, pede-

stal, foot, base', from the stem of [Baivco, 'I go',

which prob. stands for *pavj,w, fr. *pa|x-ioi,

fr. l.-E. base *g"'em-, 'to go; to come', whence

also L. venio (prob. for *g''mio), 'I come', Goth.

qiman, OE. cuman, 'to come'. See come and cp.

venue, 'arrival'. Cp. also basis, abasia, acrobat,

aerobatics, amphisbaena, Anabaena, anabas, ana-

basis, -bates, bathmism, batophobia, bema, cata-

basis, diabase, adiabatic, diabetes, ecbatic, gyno-

base, hyperbaton, metabasis, Odobenus, Ori-

batidae, parabasis, presby-, stereobate, stylobate.

As a term of chemistry base was introduced by

the French chemist GuiUaume-Franvois Rou-

elle (1703-70) in 1754.

Derivatives: base, tr. v., to form a base for;

intr. v., to be based (on or upon something);

base-ment, n.

base, adj. — ME. bas, fr. OF (= F.) ba.<:, 'low',

fr.Late L. bassus, 'thick fat, stumpy' (in classical

L. occurring only as a cognomen); of un-

certain origin. Cp. abase, bass {music), basset,

basso, bassoon, debase.

Derivatives: base-ly, adv., base-ness, n.

bash, tr. v., to strike violently. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. Swed. basa, Dan. baske, 'to strike'.

bashaw, n. — A variant of pasha (q.v.)

bashful, adj. — Aphetic for abash-ful. See abash

and -ful.

Derivatives: bashful-ly, adv., bashful-ness, n.

bashi-bazouk, n., a Turkish irregular soldier. —
Turk, bdshi-bozuq, lit. '(one whose) head is

turned'. Cp. the first element in bashlyk and the

second element in bimbashee.

bashlyk, also bashlik, n., hood covering the cars.

— Turk, bashlyq, 'any kind of headgear'.

basic, adj. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. base, n.

Cp. the second element in monobasic, di-

basic.

Derivative : basic-al-ly, adv.

basidium, n., a form of sporophore characteristic

of the fungi of the class Basidiomycetes {bot)—
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ModL., fr. Gk. paoit;, 'base'. See base, n., and

cp. Aureobasidium.

basil, n., any of a group of aromatic plants of the

mint family. — OF. basile (whence F. basilic),

fr. Late L. basiticum, fr., Gk. paatXijtov (scil.

9ut6v), 'basil', neut. of the adjective ^aaiXixo?,

royal'. See basilica.

basil, n. — Corruption of basan.

Basil, masc. PN.— L. Basilius, fr. Gk. BaatXeio?,

lit. 'kingly, royal", fr. ^caaiksiq, 'king'. See basi-

lica and cp. basil, the plant.

basilar, adj., pertaining to the base; basal, basic,

fundamental.— ModL., irregularly formed fr. L.

basis, fr. Gk, Pact?, 'a stepping, step, pedestal,

foot, base'. See base, 'foundation', and adj.

suff. -ar.

Derivative: basilar-y, adj.

basilic, royal. — F. basilique, fr. Gk. paatXixo?.

See next word.

basilica, n. — L., 'a public hall with double co-

lonnades', fr. Gk. PaatXtxT) (scil. oxoa), lit.

royal colonnade', fem. of |3ac7iXix6c, 'kingly,

royal', fr. ^DtotXcu?, 'king', which is of un-

certain origin. It is possibly a loan word from

a language of Asia Minor; cp. Lydian paxToi;,

king'. Cp. basil, the plant, basilisk.

basilic vein {anat^ — ML. vena basilica, fr. Arab.

al-bdsilfq, fr. «/-, 'the', and bdsiliq, a word of

uncertain origin, which was confused by the

Translators of Avicenna with Gk. paaiXixo?,

"royal' (see prec. word). The term vena basilica

appears for the first time in a translation of Avi-

cenna by Gcrardus Cremonensis. See Joseph

Hyrtl, Das Arabische und Hebraische in der

Anatomic, Wien, 1879, pp. 74-77.

basilisk, n., a mythical serpent, cockatrice; a

Central American lizard. — L. basiliscus, fr. Gk.

SaoiXiaxoi;, 'princelet, chieftain, basilisk', di-

min. of [laaiXe'Jt;, 'king'; so called after Pliny,

Naturalis Historia, 8, 33, from ist 'crown', i.e.

.1 white spot on its head. See basilica and cp.

ihc second element in aspic, 'asp'.

basin, n. — ME., fr. OF. bacin, bassiit (F. bassin),

fr. VL. "bacclniim, fr. bacchinon (cited by Gre-

gory of Tours as a vulgar word), fr. *bacca,

'a water vessel' (whence F. bac, 'vat'). See

back, 'vat', and cp. next word.

basinet, n., a light steel helmet, later made whh
a visor. — ME., fr. OF. baciner, bassinet (F. bas-

sinet), dimin. of bacin, bassin (F. bassin), 'basin'.

See prec. word and -et, and cp. bassinet.

basis, n. — L., fr. Gk. [Jam!;. See base, n.

bask, intr. and tr. v. — ME. basken, fr. ON. bada-

sk, a reflexive verb lit. meaning 'to bathe one-

self, fr. bada, 'to bathe' (see bathe), and reflex,

suff. -sk.

basket, n. — ME., fr. L. bascauda, 'a brazen ves-

sel', referred to by the Roman poet Martial as an

OBrit. word; cogn. with h. fascis, 'bundle, fag-

got' ; see fasces. The orig. meaning of bascauda

was prob. 'wicker basket'.

bason, n. — A variant of basin.

Basque, n. and adj. — F., fr. Sp. vasco, adj., fr.

vascon, a., fr. L. Vascones, name of the ancient

inhabitants of the Pyrenees. According to Wil-

helm von Humboldt, the name Vascdnes orig.

meant 'Foresters'. Cp. Gascon.

bas-relief, n., low relief. — F., fr. bas, 'low', and

telief, 'raised work', fr. relever, 'to raise'. F. bas-

relief is a loan translation of It. bassorilievo.

See bass, adj., and relief and cp. basso-rilievo.

bass, n., any of various perchlike fishes. — Alter-

ation of barse.

bass, adj. and n. {mus.) — It. basso, fr. Late L.

bassus, 'low'. See base, adj., and cp. bassoon

and the second element in contrabass.

bassanite, n., an anhydrous calcium sulfate {min-

eral.) — Named after F. Bassani, professor of

geology in Naples. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

bassarid, n., a maenad (Greek mythol.) — Gk.

paaaapii;, gen. -iSo?, fr. paaaapa, 'fox', a word

of unknown etymology; so called because their

dresses were made of foxskins.

basset, n., a variety of small hound.— F., formed

with dimin. suff. -et fr. bas, 'low'. See base, adj.

bassetite, n., a phosphate of calcium and uranium

{mineral.) — Named after the Basset mines in

Cornwall.

bassinet, n., cradle. — Usually derived fr. F. bas-

sinet, 'a little basin', dim. of bassin, fr. OF. bacin

(see basin). This derivation, however, does not

account for the sense of the English word. Ac-

cording to my opinion, E. bassinet is a blend of

F. barcelonnelte, 'a little cradle' (a collateral

form of bercelonnette, fr. bercer, 'to rock'), and

F. bassinet, 'a little basin'.

basso, n., a bass voice. — It. See bass (mus.).

bassoon, n., a woodwind instrument. — F. bas-

son, fr. It. bassone, fr. basso. See bass (mus.)

and -con.

bassoonist, n., player of a bassoon. — A hybrid

coined fr. bassoon and suff. -ist.

basso-rilievo, n., bas-relief. — It. See bas-relief

and rilievo and cp. cavo-relievo.

bast, n., the inner bark of the linden tree. — ME.,

fr. OE. b^est, rel. to ON., OS., MDu., OHG.,
MHG.,G.,'6aif',OHG.i'?s/f«,'tosewwithba:.t',

and prob. cogn. with L.fascis, 'bundle', see fas-

ces. OE. bxst, etc., orig. meant 'that which serves

for binding'. OF. bastir (whence F. bdtir), 'to

build', is a loan word fr. Frankish *bastjan, and

orig. meant 'to sew or bind with bast'. Cp. baste,

'to sew loosely'. Cp. also bastille, bastion, and

the second element in bundobust. For sense de-

velopment cp. G. Wand, 'wall', which is rel. to

wenden, 'to turn, twist' (see wand).

bastard, n., an illegitimate child. — OF. (F. bd-

tard), identical in meaning with fils de bast,

'acknSwledged son of a nobleman, born out of

wedlock', prop, 'son of concubinage', fr. bast,

"concubinage', which prob. derives fr. Teut.

*bansti, 'bam' (cp. Goth, bansts of s.m.); ac-

cordingly, OF. bastard lit. meant 'child bom in I

a barn'. See Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 60 s.v.

bdtard.

Derivatives: bastard, adj., and the hybrids

bastard-ize, tr. v., bastard-iz-ation, n.

baste, tr. v., to soak, moisten. — Orig. pp. of a

verb formed fr. OF. basser, 'to soak'; of un-

certain origin.

Derivative: bast-ing, n.

baste, tr. v., to sew loosely. — OF. bastir (F.

bdtir), 'to build', fr. Frankish *bastjan 'to sew

or bind with bast', which is rel. to OHG. besten,

of s.m., fr. bast, 'bast'. See bast.

Derivative: bast-ing, n.

baste, tr. v., to beat. — ON. beysta, 'to beat', rel.

to OE. beatan. See beat.

Derivative: bast-ing, n.

bastille, n., a castle or fortress; specif, an ancient

prison of Paris, destroyed by the revolutionaries

July 14, 1789. — F., formed with change of suff.

fr. OProven?. bastida, fr. bastir, 'to build'. See

baste, 'to sew loosely', and cp. bastion,

bastinado, n., beating with a stick on the soles of

the feet. — Sp. bastonada, 'a beating, cudgeling,'

fr. hasten, 'stick', See baston and -ado.

bastion, n., a work projecting outward from a

fortification. — F., variant of bastillon, dimin.

of bastille. It. bastione, is a French loan word,

whereas It. bastia is a back formation fr. bas-

tione. See bastille.

Derivatives: bastion-ary, bastion-ed, adjs.

baston, n., a stick, staff. — OF. hasten (F. baton),

formed with the augment, suff. -on fr. Late L.

bastum, of s.m. This word is prob. borrowed fr.

Gk. *|iaaTov or *3acTa, 'support', which is a

back formation fr. LateGk. *|iaaTav(cp. Mod-
Gk. Paa-co), fr. Gk. paaxaiCsiv, 'to lift up, raise,

carry', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. It. has-

tone, Sp. baston, and see -oon. Cp. also basti-

nado, baton, and batten, 'timber'. Cp. also the

first element in bathorse, batman.

bat, n., the club used in cricket, etc. — ME. batte,

hat, fr. OE. batt. 'cudgel', prob. rel. to F. batte,

'beater, beetle', back formation fr. hattre, 'to

beat'. See batter, v., and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: hat, intr. v., to use a bat, batl-ing,n.

bat, n., a nocturnal mammal. — A dialectal form

of ME. bakke, a word of Scand. origin. Cp.

Swed. natt-hacka, nalt-hatta, 'bat' (lit. 'night

bat'), Dan. aften-bakke, 'bat' (lit. 'evening bat').

For the change of k (in ME. bakke) to t (in E.

bat) cp. apricot (from orig. apricock), havoc (fr.

OF. havot), and the English words milt and milk,

'milt of fishes'.

batata, n., the sweet potato. — Sp. See potato.

batch, n. — ME. bacche, lit, 'a baking', OE. ha-

can, 'to bake'. See bake. Batch stands to bake as

match, 'one of a pair', stands to make.

Derivatives: batch, tr. v., batch-er, n.

bate, n., a solution used in tanning. — Rel. to

Swed. beta, 'soaking, tanning', and to E. bait,

bite (qq.v.)

bate, v., to reduce. — Aphetic for abate.

Derivative: bat-ed, adj.

bate, intr. v., to beat the wings, flutter. — F. hat-

tre, 'to beat' (in the term battre des ailes, 'to beat

the wings'), fr. L. battuere, battere. See batter, v.

bate, n., strife (obsol.) — Aphetic for debate.

-bates, combining form meaning 'treading on . .

."

as in Dendrobates, Hylobates.— Fr. Gk. pixr,::,

'one that treads', from thestem of (Satveiv, 'to

go'. See base, n.

bath, n. — ME. bath, fr. OE. b:ed, rel. to OS.

bath,ON.bad, MDu., MHG. bat, OHG.,G.,Du.

bad. The final dental sound corresponds to

Teut. -pa (= I.-E. -to) and is added to the Teut.

base appearing in OHG. bd-jan (whence MHG.
bxn, bxjen, G. bd-hen), 'to foment', correspond-

ing to I.-E. base *hhe-, 'to warm'. Hence OE.

hied, etc., orig. meant 'that which warms'. Base

*bhdg-, 'to warm, roast, bake', a -^'-enlargement

of base bhe-, 'to warm', appears in Gk. cpuyEiv.

'to roast', and in E. bake (q.v.)

Derivative: bath, tr. v.

Bath, brick, chair, etc. — Named after Bath, a

town in Somerset, England.

bath-, combining form. — See batho-.

bathe, tr. and intr. v. — ME. bathien, fr. OE.

badian, rel. to ON. bada,'MDa. bdden, Du. baden,

OHG. hadon, MHG., G. baden, and to OE. bxd ,

etc., 'bath'. See bath.

Derivatives: bathe, n., hath-er, n., bath-ing, n.

bathkol, n., a heavenly voice. — Heb. bath qdl.

lit. 'the daughter of a voice', fr. bath, 'daughter',

and qol, 'voice'. Bath stands for *banth, fr. orig.

*bint, fem. of hen, 'son' ; rel. to Aram, b'rath.

emphatic case h^rattd, Syr. (emphatic) bartd

Arab. hint. Ethiop. bant, 'daughter'. See ben,

'son' and cp. the first clement in Bathsheba. For

the second element see cowle.

bathmism, n., the growth force (biol.) — A name

coined by the American paleontologist Edward

Drinker Cope (1840-97) fr. Gk. pai>ij.6;, 'step,

threshold', from the stem of paiveiv, "to go",

whence also paai:;, 'a stepping, pedestal, foot,

base'. See base, n., and words there referred to.

For the ending see suff. -ism.

batho-, bath-, combining form meaning 'depth".

— Gk. potDo-, fr. pdcftoc, 'depth'. See bathos,

bathometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

depth of water. — Compounded of batho- and

IxeTpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm".

bathorse, n., a horse that carries baggage. —
A hybrid coined fr. F. bat, 'packsaddle' and E.

horse. F. bat derives fr. OProven?. bast, fr. VL.

*bastum, 'the act of carrying', back formation

fr. "bastdre, "to carry', fr. Late Gk. '^aoTav,

'to carry', fr. Gk. paaTaS^etv. See baston and cp.

words there referred to.

bathos, n., anticlimax, a descent from the sublime

to the ridiculous. — Gr. |ii{>o;, 'depth', rel. to

paD-'i;, 'deep', and prob. also to pl^jSo;, 'depth'

—which seems to have been formed on analogy

of 7rev&o?, 'grief—and] to P^oaa (for *flS&-
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ia), 'glen'; prob. cogn. with OI. ^(i/ia/e, 'dives

into', gdhdh, 'deep place', Avestic vi-ga&, 'ra-

vine', Olr. bdidim, 'I cause to sink, drown'. The

word bathos was first used in the above sense

by Pope in his Dunciad. Cp. bathy-, benthos and

the second element in isobath.

Bathsheba, fern. PN.; in the Bible, the wife of

King David and mother of Solomon. — Heb.

Bathshebha', lit. 'daughter of the oath'. For the

first element see bathkol. The second element is

rel. to sheva', 'seven'. Cp. nishbd' ,'he swore',

orig. 'he bound himself by the sacred number

seven'. See Shabuoth and cp. the second element

in Elizabeth.

bathy-, combining form meaning 'deep' — Gk.

Pa^u-, fr. pa&tj?, 'deep', which is rel. to pa&oc,

'depth'. See bathos.

bathybius, n., a slimy substance dredged up from

the Atlantic {zool) — ModL., coined by the

English biologist Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-

95) in 1868 fr. Gk. pa^ii?, 'deep' and pto?,

'life'. See bathy- and bio-.

bathyscaphe, n., a diving apparatus for reaching

great depths. — Compounded of bathy- and

Gk. cxa9T], 'boat'. See scapho-.

bathysphere, n., a spherical diving apparatus for

the observation and study of the depths of the

sea.— Compounded of bathy- and Gk. atpaipa,

"ball, globe, sphere'. See sphere.

batik, n., a method of coloring designs on cloth.

— Javan. batik, 'spotted, speckled'.

Derivatives: batik, XT. v., batik-er, n.

batiste, n. — F., named after its first maker, Bap-

tisle of Cambrai, who lived in the 13th cent.

batman, n., an oificer's servant. — A hybrid

coined fr. F. bat, 'packsaddle', and E. man. See

bathorse.

batmoney, n., allowance to an officer. A hybrid

coined fr. Canarese bhatta, 'rice' (see batta),

and E. money.

baton, n., a stick, staff. — F. baton. See baston.

batophobia, n., morbid fear of being at great

heights or passing near high objects (med) —
Medical L., compounded of Gk. PaTd?, 'pass-

able', verbal adj. of patveiv, 'to go', and

-(fopta, fr. 96po<;, 'fear'. See base, n. and -pho-

bia. The association of Gk. paTo? with height

is due to a connection of this word with the

second element in acrobat. (Acrobats are used

to display their art in the height.) A more ade-

quate name for this condition is kypsophobia.

Batrachia,n.,pl.,the amphibians (zoo/.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. [BaTpaxEioc;, 'pertaining to a frog', fr.

piTpaxo;, 'frog', which is of uncertain origin.

Derivative: batrachi-an, adj.

batracho-, before a vowel batrach-, pertaining to

frogs. — Gk. PaTpocxo-, Paxpa-/-, fr. pdcTpaxoc;,

'frog'. See prec. word.

batta, n., allowance to an officer. — From Cana-

rese bhatta, 'rice', prob. through the medium of

Port. Cp. batmoney. For sense development cp.

salary, orig. 'salt money'.
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battalion, n.— F. bataillon, fr. It. battaglione, fr.

battaglia, 'battle'. See battle and -ion and cp.

pulton,

battel, n., college accounts (at the University of

Oxford). — Of uncertain origin.

batten, intr. v., to grow fat.— The orig. meaning

was 'to become better', fr. ON. batna, which is

rel. to OB. batian, OFris. batia, MLG., Du. baten,

OHG. basen, Goth, ga-batnan, 'to become bet-

ter, avail, benefit', and to OE. bet, 'better' (adv.),

betera, 'better' (adj.) See better, best,

batten, n., timber used in flooring. — F. baton,

'stick, staff'. See baton.

Derivative: batten, tr. v., batten-ing, n.

batter, tr. and intr. v., to beat violently and rapid-

ly. — ME. bateren, batteren, fr. OF. batre,

battre (F. battre), 'to beat, strike', fr. L. bat-

tuere, later also battere, 'to beat, strike', which

is of Gaulish origin; fr. I.-E. base *bhat-, 'to

beat, strike', whence also L. con-futdre, 'to

check, suppress', re-futdre, 'to repel, refute', and

prob. also fatuus, 'stupid', lit. 'struck silly'. See

beat and cp. next word, abate, abattis, abattoir,

bascule, bat, 'club', bate, 'to reduce', bate, 'to

flutter', battalion, battle, battledore, combat, de-

bate and the second element in andabata. Cp.

also confute, refute. Cp. also fade.

Derivatives : batter-ed, adj., batter-er, n.

batter, n., a mixture of flour, eggs and milk bea-

ten up together. — ME. bature, batour, fr. OF.

bature, 'a beating', fr. batre, 'to beat'. See prec.

word.

batter, n., slope of a wall. — Perhaps fr. batter,

'to beat'.

Derivative: batter, intr. v., to slope backward

(said of walls).

battery, n. — F. batterie, fr. battre, 'to beat'. See

batter, 'to beat', and -y (representing F. -ie).

battle, n. — ME. bataile, fr. OF. (= F.) bataille,

fr. L. battudlia, battalia, 'fighting and fencing

exercises of soldiers and gladiators', fr. battuere,

battere, 'to strike, beat'. See batter, 'to beat'.

battle, tr. and intr. v., to fight. — ME. batailen,

fr. OF. bataillier, batailler (F. batailler), 'to

fight', fr. bataille. See battle, n., and cp. em-

battle, 'to prepare for battle'.

battle, tr. v., to equip with battlements (archaic

or poetic). — OF. bataillier, 'to equip with

battlements, fortify', fr. batailles, 'battlements',

pi. of bataille, 'battle'. See battle, n.

battledore, n., a wooden instrument with a long

handle and a flat board used to strike a shuttle-

cock. — ME., prob. fr. OProven?. batedor, 'an

instrument for beating', fr. L. battuere, battere,

'to beat, strike' (see batter, 'to beat'); influenced

in form by beetle,

battlement, n. — ME. batelment, fr. OF. bataille-

ment, tr. bataillier, 'to equip with battlements,

to fortify'. See battle, 'to equip with battle-

ments', and -ment and cp. embattle, to provide

with battlements'.

Derivatives : battlement,tr.v.,battle-ment-ed, adj.
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battology, n., superfluous repetition in speaking

or writing. — Gk. paTToXovta, 'a speaking

stammeringly', compounded of *[JaTTO(;, 'stam-

merer' (cp. BaTTO?, name of a stammerer in

Herod. 4,155; PaTxapi^etv, to stutter, stam-

mer'), and -XoYiS, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. The first element is of imitative

origin. For the second element see -logy.

Derivatives: battolog-ical, adj., battolog-ist, n.

battue, n., 1) beating of woods to drive game out;

2) the game thus shot.— F., 'beating', prop. fern,

pp. of battre, 'to beat'. See batter, 'to beat'.

batz, n., a smaU coin, formerly current in Swit-

zerland. — G. Batz, Batzen, orig. meaning 'a

thick piece, lump', rel. to the verb batzen, 'to be

sticky, be adhesive', which is contracted fr.

*backezen, freq. of backen, 'to bake; to stick

together', but influenced in form by G. Batz,

Petz, pet form of Bar, 'bear', the animal repre-

sented in the arms of Bern. See bake and bezzo.

bauble, n., jester's stick. — ME. babel, fr. OF.

baubel, babel, 'toy' ; related to E. babe, baby.

baud, n., (a term in telegraphic signaling) one dot

per second. — Named after the French inventor

Jean Baudot (1845-1903).

baudekin, baudkin, n., baldachin (a kind of bro-

cade). — ME., fr. OF. baudequin, fr. It. baldac-

chino. See baldachin.

bauson, n., badger {archaic).— ME. bausen, 'bad-

ger', fr. OF. baufant, 'piebald' (whence also F.

balzan, 'horse with white stockings'), fr. VL.

*baltednus, 'provided with girdles', fr. L. bal-

teus, 'girdle', whence also Rum. bait, 'girdle',

bdltat, 'spotted, piebald'. See belt and cp.

bauxite.

bausond, adj., having white spots or stripes {dial.

E.) — OF. baufant. See prec. word.

bauxite, n., a claylike hydrate of aluminum {min-

eral.) — F., fr. Les Baux, near Soles in France,

where this compound was first found. The name
Les Baux, fr. Provenij. Li Baus, lit. means 'the

precipices'. Proven?, baus derives fr. L. balteus,

'girdle', whence also Rum. bait, 'girdle'. It. bal-

20, 'shelf', balzare, 'to spring, jump'. See belt

and subst. suff. -ite and cp. bauson.

bavenite, n., a calcium aluminum silicate {min-

eral.) — Named after Baveno in Italy. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

bavette, n., a child's bib. — F., dimin. formed fr.

have, 'drivel, slaver', fr. baver, 'to drivel, slob-

ber' (whence bavarder, 'to babble, prattle'); of

imitative origin. Bavette lit. means 'slobbering

bib'. For the ending see suff. -ette.

bawbee, n., i) sixpence; 2) halfpenny. — Named
after the Laird of Sihebawby, a mintmaster of

Scotland in the i6th cent.

bawd, n., procurer, procuress. — ME. bawde,

'joyous, merry', prob. fr. OF. baude, baud, 'bold',

which is of Teut. origin. Cp. OE. bald, beald,

'bold', and see boM.

Derivatives: bawdry (q.v.), bawd-y, adj.

bawdry, n., obscenity. — ME. bawdery, prob. fr.

OF. bauderie, 'boldness', fr. baude, baud. See

prec. word and -y (representing OF. -ie).

bawl, intr. and tr. v., to howl, bellow. — Prob.

fr. ML. bauldre, 'to bark', which is of imitative

origin. Cp. Icel. baula, 'to low', ON. baula,

'cow', lit. 'the lowing animal'. Cp. also bellow.

Derivatives: bawl, n., bawl-er, n.

baxter, n., a baker {Scot.) — Orig. 'a female

baker', fr. OE. bsecestre, fem. oibascere, 'baker'.

See baker and -ster.

bay, n., inlet. — ME. baye, fr. F. bale, fr. Sp.

bahia, which is prob. of Basque origin. See

Meyer-LiJbke in Zeitschrift fur Romanische

Philologie, 32, 492. Cp. embay.

bay, n., part in the wall. — OF. baee (F. bale),

'an opening', prop. fem. pp. of baer (whence

F. bayer, beer, 'to gape'), taken as a noun, fr.

VL. baddre or batdre, 'to gape, yawn', a word of

imitative origin, whence also It. badare. Prov-

en?, badar, of s.m. Cp. abeyance, abash, badi-

nage, baillone, beagle, beveL

bay, adj., of reddish brown color. — OF. (= F.)

bai, fr. L. badius, 'chestnut-brown', which is

cogn. with Olr. buide, 'yellow'. Cp. baize,

bayard.

Derivative: bay, n., an animal of bay color,

esp. a bay horse.

bay, intr. and tr. v., to bark. — ME. abayen,

bayen, fr. OF abaier, baier (F. aboyer), 'to bark',

which is of imitative origin. Cp. It. abbaiare.

Cp. also Gk. patiJ^eiv, L. baubdri, 'to bark', lit.

'to utter bau'.

Derivative: bay, n., barking.

bay, n., the European laurel tree.— Orig. 'berry',

fr. OF. (= F.) bale, fr. L. bdca, bacca, 'berry',

See bacci-.

baya, n., the weaverbird {Ploceus baya). — Hind.

baid, baya.

bayadere, a female dancer. — F. bayadire, fr.

Port, bailadeira, 'ballet dancer", fr. bailor, 'to

dance', fr. VL. balldre, 'to dance'. See ball,

'party for dancing'.

bayard, n., a bay horse. — OF., fr. bai. See bay,

adj. and -ard.

Bayard, n., a gentleman of great courage and in-

tegrity. — From the name of Pierre du Terrail,

seigneur de Bayard {1473-1514), the celebrated

'Chevalier sans peur et sans reproche' ('knight

without fear and without reproach").

bayberry, n.— Compounded of bay, 'the laurel',

and berry.

bayonet, n. — F. bayonnette, balonnette, fr.

Bayonne in Southern France; so called because

the first bayonets were made at Bayonne. For

sense development cp. bilbo, Toledo.

Derivatives: Aayoner, tr. and intr. v., bayonet-ed,

adj., bayonet-eer, n.

bayou, n., a creek. — Amer. F., fr. Chocktaw

bayuk.

baysalt, n. — Fr. Bai, place in France (near Nan-
tes), renowned as a shipping port for sea salt in
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the 15th century. Cp. MDu. bayesout, G. Bai-

salz, which are of the same meaning and origin.

bazaar, n., a market place. — Ult. fr. Pers. bazar.

'market', which is rel. to Pahlavi vacdr, of s.m.

bazooka, n., a weapon consisting of a metal tube

and used for launching an explosive rocket;

first used in World War II.— Fr. bazooka, name

of a kind of wind instrument invented and

named by the American comedian Bob Bums
(died in 1956).

bazzite, n., a silicate of scandium, etc. (mineral.)

— Named after the Italian enigineer Alessandro

E. Bazzi (died in 1929). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

bdellium, n., i) a substance mentioned in the

Bible, Gen. 2:12 and Num. 11:7; 2) a gum
resin.— L., fr. Gk. ^SeXXtov, 'a fragrant gum',

fr. Heb. b^dolah.

be, intr. v. — ME. been, bean, fr. OE. beon, 'to

be', rel. to biom, OS. bium, OHG. bim, OHG.,

MHG., G. bin, 'I am', and cogn. with L. fuJ,

'I have been' , fueram, 'I had been', fuero, 'I shall

have been' ,
fu-tOrus, 'about to be', Oscan fust,

'will be', L. fid, 'I become', Gk. tpiieiv, 'to make

to grow', cpuat?, 'nature', OI. bhdvali, 'be-

comes, happens', bhutdh, 'been', bhavitram,

world', bhumih, bhaman-, 'earth, world'. Alb.

buj, 'I dwell, spend the night', bote, 'earth,

world', ban(e), 'dwelling place', OSlav. byti, 'to

be', byla, 'was', Lith. buti, 'to be', 6«vo, 'was',

Olr. biu, 'I am', buith, 'to be', boi, 'was', OE.,

OS., OHG. baan, ON. bua, Goth, bauan, 'to

dwell', Dan., Swed. bo, 'to dwell', Lith. bidtas,

"house', bQkld, 'dwelling place', Ir. both, 'hut'.

.Ml these words derive fr. I.-E. base *bheu-, *bhu-,

to be, exist, grow'. Cp. bhava, bhurai-devi, bhut,

big, 'to build', bond, 'serf, boor, booth, bound,

adj., bower, 'cottage', bower, 'the knave in

cards', build, busk, 'to prepare', byre, the first

clement in bylaw, and the second element in

neighbor. Cp. also fiat, future, phyle, physic,

physio-, -phyte, and the second element in du-

bious, eisteddfod, prabhu, probate, prove, superb,

Symphytum, tribe, tribune, tribute,

be- pref. with transitive or intensifying force. —
OE. be-, toneless form of bi (see by) ; cp. OS. be,

resp. hi, MHG., G. be-, resp. bei, Goth bi,

(used both as a pref. and an adverb; in the

latter case it means 'round about, by'). See by.

beach, n. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives; beach, tr. v., beach-y, adj.

beacon, n. — ME. beekne, fr. OE. beacen, becen,

'sign, signal', rel. to OS. bokan, OHG. bouhhan,

MHG. boiichen, OFris. bdken [whence MLG.
bake, G. Bake, MDu. bdken, Du. baak, baken,

ON. bdkn, Dan. bavn, Swed. {fyr)bdk\ 'beacon',

fr. Teut. *baukna-, which is prob. borrowed fr.

L. bUcina, 'a crooked horn or trumpet, signal

horn'; see Kluge-Miuka, EWDS., p.45 s.v.

Bake. See buccinator and cp. beckon, buoy.

Derivatives : beacon, tr. and intr. v., beaconage, n.

bead, n. — ME. bede, 'prayer; prayer bead', fr.

OE. bed, gebed, 'prayer', rel. to OS. beda, gibed,

OHG. beta, 'request', gibet, MHG., G. gebet,

'prayer', Du. bede, 'prayer, request', gebed,

'prayer', G. Bitte, 'request, entreaty', Goth, bida,

'prayer, request', OHG., MHG., G. bitten, 'to

ask, request', OHG. beton, MHG., G. beten, 'to

pray', Goth, bidjan, OE. biddan, 'to ask, pray'.

See bid.

Derivatives: bead, tr. and intr. v., bead-ed, adj.,

bead-ing, n., bead-y, adj.

beadle, n. — ME. bedel, fr. OF. bedel (F. bedeau),

a Teut. loan word. Cp. OE. bydel, OS. budil,

MLG. bodel, boddel, MDu. buel, Du. beul,

OHG. butil, MHG. butel, G. Battel, which are

formed fr. OE. beodan, OS. biodan, etc., 'to an-

nounce, proclaim', with agential suff. -el, -il.

See bid and agential suff. -le.

Derivatives: beadle-dom, n., beadle-ship, n.

beagle, n., a small hound used in hare hunting. —
ME. begle, prob. fr. OF. beegueule, fr. VL.

batata (or badata) gula, 'open throat', fr. fem.

pp. of batdre or baddre, 'to open,' and gula,

'throat'; so called with reference to its bark.

See bay, 'part in the wall' and gullet.

Derivative : beagl-ing, n.

beak, n. — ME. bee, fr. OF. (= F.) bee, fr. VL.

beccus (whence a so It. becco) said by Suetonius

(De vita Caesarum, 18) to be of Gaulish origin.

Cp. OE. becca, 'pickax', MHG. bickel, of s.m.,

OHG. bicchan, 'to sting' Cp. also becasse and

the first element in beccafico.

Derivatives: beak-ed, beak-y, adjs.

beaker, n. — ME. biker, fr. ON. bikarr, fr. VL.

bicdrium [whence also OS. bikeri, OHG. beh-

hdri (MHG., G. becher). It. bicchiere], fr. Gk.

[BiKo?, 'earthen wine vessel'; prob. derived fr.

Syr. bHq, 'a two-handled vase or jug', a word of

imitative origin. Cp. Heb. baqbiiq, 'bottle' and

see bacbuc. Cp. also pitcher,

beakiron, n., the horn of an anvil; a bickern. —
Folk-etymological alteration of bickern (as if

compounded of beak and iron. See bickiron.

beam, n. — ME. beem, fr. OE. beam, 'tree, beam,

column of light', rel. to OS. bom, MLG., NLG.

bom, MDu., Du. boom, OHG., MHG. bourn, C.

Baum, 'tree', OFris. bdm, 'tree, gallows, be^m",

Goth. Aa^mj, OSwed. bagnand prob. also to ON.

badmr, 'tree' ; of uncertain etymology. Cp. boom,

'pole', and the first element in bumboat.

beamish, adj., beaming. — Coined by Lewis Car-

roll (1832-98) fr. beam, in the sense of 'ray of

light', and adj. suff. -ish.

bean, n. — ME. bene, fr. OE bean, rel. to OS.,

OHG. bona, ON. baun, Dan. benne, Norw.

bauna, Swed. bona, OFris. bane, MLG., MDu.

bone, Du. boon, MHG. bone, G. Bohne; prob.

derived from the child's word bha-, 'something

swelling', whence also Gk. ftxycoc,, 'lentil'. Cp.

L.faba, 'bean', OSlav. bobu, Russ. bob, OPruss.

babo, 'bean', which prob. derive from the I.-E.

child's word 'bhabhd, 'bean', reduplication of

*bha-: see Fabaceae.
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Derivative : bean, tr. v. , to hit on the edge (slang).

beano, n., beanfeast (slang). — Fr. prec. word.

bear, n., the animal. — ME. here, fr. OE. bera,

rel. to MDu. here, Du. beer, OHG. bero, MHG.
ber, G. Bar, ON. bjorn, lit. 'the brown animal',

fr. I.-E. *bhero-, 'brown', whence also Lith.

beras, Lett, if«, 'brown', L. fiber, OE. beofor,

'beaver', lit. 'the brown animal'. Cp. beaver, the

animal, and brown. Cp. also the first element in

Bernard.

Derivatives: bear, tr. v., bear-ish, adj., bear-ish-

ness, n.

bear, tr. and intr. v., to carry. — ME. beren, fr.

OE. beran, rel. to ON. bera, OFris. bera, Du.

baren, OHG. beran, 'to bear, carry', Goth.

bairan, 'to bear, carry, give birth to', OHG. gi-

beran, MHG. gebern, G. gebdren, Goth, ga-

bairan, 'to give birth to', fr. I.-E. base *bher-,

whence also OI. bhdrati, 'bears', bhdrman, 'sus-

tenance, care, burden'. Arm. berem, 'I bear,

carry, bring', bern, 'burden', Gk. ipspeiv, 'to

bear, carry', cpcip, 'thief, L. ferre, 'to bear, car-

ry', far, 'thief. Alb. mbar, bar, 'I carry, drag',

bir, 'son', OSlav. berg, birati (for earlier birti),

'to bring together, collect, take', brem?, 'bur-

den', sU-borU, 'assembly', Olr. biru, 'I carry',

W. cymeraf, 'I take', Toch. AB par, 'to

bear, bring, fetch', and prob. also Toch. B
prdri, 'finger'. Cp. bairn, baron, barrow, 'moun-

tain', barrow, 'handcart', berth, bier, birth, bore,

'tidal wave', borough, burden, 'load', burly. Cp.

also adiaphorcsis, adiaphorous, afferent, am-

phora, anthropophora, Berenice, bhat, breba,

brehon, catapbora, circumference, confer, cumber,

defer, deference, differ, difference, differentiate,

efferent, -fer, feretory, -ferous, ferret, the animal,

fertile, fortuitous, fortiuie, furtive, furuncle, in-

fer, metaphor, offer, opprobrium, paraphernalia,

periphery, phoradendron, phoresis, Phormium,

-phorous, phosphorous, phosphorus, prefer, prof-

fer, refer, scirophorion, semaphore, Sobranje,

suffer, transfer, varnish, vernix caseosa, Vero-

nica, vociferate.

Derivatives; bear-able, adj., bear-er, n., bear-

ing, n.

beard, n.— ME. fr. OE. beard, rel. to OFris. berd,

MDu. baert, Du. board, OHG., MHG. G. bart,

'beard', fr. I.-E. base *bhar-dhd, 'beard', whence

also L. barba (assimilated from original *farbd,

for *bhardhd), OSlav. brada, Russ. borodd,

OPruss. bordus, Lett, bdrda, Lith. barzdd (this

latter was influenced in form by Baltic *barzdd,

'furrow'). I.-E. *bhar-dhd- prop, means 'bristle'.

Cp. OE. byrst, 'bristle', and see bristle. Cp. also

barb, 'beard', barbate, barbel, barber, barbet,

barbette, barbicel, barbule and the second ele-

ment in halberd, Langobard, lombard.

Derivatives : beard, tr. v., beard-er, n., beard-ing,

n., beard-less, adj., beard-less-ness, n., beard-y,

adj.

beast, n. — ME. beste, fr. OF. beste (F. bite),

fr. L. bestia, 'beast, wild animal', which is of un-

certain origin. Cp. bestial, bestiary, bicho, the

first element in b£che-de-mer and the second ele-

ment in hartebeest.

Derivatives: beast-ly, adj. and adv., beast-li-

ness, n.

beat, tr. and intr. v. — ME. beten, fr. OE. bea-

tan, rel. to ON. bauta, beysta, MLG. boten,

OHG. bossan, MHG. bojen, 'to beat', and to

the second element in OHG. anabos (whence

MHG. anebos, G. Ambofi), 'anvil', fr. I.-E. base

*bhat-, 'to beat, strike', whence also L. con-

futdre, 'to check, suppress', refutdre, 'to repel,

refute', and prob. 3\s.ofatuus, 'stupid', lit. struck

silly'. Cp. batter, 'to beat', and words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also baste, 'to beat', beetle, 'mal-

let', boss, 'protuberance', boterol, boutade, butt,

'to strike', butt, 'the thicker end of anything",

butt, 'aim', button, and the second element in

ambos.

Derivatives: beat, n., beaten (q.v.), beat-er, n.,

beat-ing, n.

beat, adj., exhausted. — ME. bete, prop, short

form of beten, pp. of beten, 'to beat'. See beat, \

.

Beata, fem. PN. — Lit. 'happy', fem. of L.

bedtus. See beatitude and cp. Beatrice,

beaten, adj., prop. pp. of the verb beat. — ME.

beten, fr. OE. beaten, pp. of beatan, 'to beat".

See prec. word.

beatific, beatifical, adj., making blessed. — Late

L. bedtificus, whence bedtificdre. See beatify and

-fie, resp. also -al.

Derivatives: beatifical-ly, adv., beatific-ale, tr.

v., beatification (q.v.)

beatification, n., process of making or becoming

blessed. — F. beatification, fr. beatifier. See

next word and -ation.

beatify, tr. v.,— to make blessed;to make happ\

.

— F. beatifier, 'to beatify', fr. post-classical L.

bedtificdre, 'to make happy', which is com-

pounded of L. bedtus, 'happy, prosperous', and

-ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make, do'. Bedtus is prop,

pp. oibedre, 'to make happy, to bless', which is

prob. rel. to bene, 'well', bonus, 'good'. See

bene-, bonus, and -fy and cp. next word, beati-

tude, Beatrice.

beatille, n., tidbit, dainties. — F., orig. 'work

done by nuns', fr. beate, fem. of beat, 'blessed.

devout', fr. L. bedtus. See beatify,

beatitude, n., blessedness, happiness. — F. beati-

tude, fr. L. bedtitddinem, ace. of bedtitddd, 'hap-

piness, blessedness, coined by Cicero fr. bedtus.

See beatify and -ude.

beatnik, n., a person behaving and dressing in an

unconventional manner. — A hybrid coined

from the adj. beat and -nik, a suff. of Yiddish,

ult. Slavic origin (see nudnik).

Beatrice, fem. PN. — F. Beatrice, fr. L. bedtricem.

fem. oibedtrix, 'she who makes happy', fr. bed-

tus, 'happy', prop. pp. of ifare, 'to make happy".

See beatify and cp. Beata.

beauteous, adj., beautiful. — Formed with sufT.

-ous fr. OF. beaute (F. beaute). See beauty.



beaujolais

beaujolais, n,, a type of burgundy. — Named
from the Beaujolais district in the department of

the Lyonnais in France.

beaune, n., a type of burgundy. —• So called fr.

the Beaune district in the department of the

Cote d'Or in France, where it is produced.

beautiful, adj. and n. —A hybrid coined fr. beau-

ty, a word of French origin, and English full;

first used by Tyndale.

Derivatives: beautiful-ly, adv., beautiful-ness, n.

beautify, tr. v. — See beauty and -fy.

beauty, n. — ME. bealte, beaute (F. beaute), fr.

L. bellitdtem, ace. of bellitas, 'prettiness, charm,

loveliness, beauty', fr. bellus, 'pretty, handsome,

charming, fine, lovely, beautiful', which stands

for *dwenelos, *dwenlos, and is rel. to L. bene,

'well', bonus, earlier *dwenos, 'good', prob. also

to beare, 'to make happy', beatus 'happy' and

cogn. with OI. duvas-, 'gift, honor, respect',

duvas-ydti, 'honors, respects'. Cp. bonus, and

words there referred to. Cp. also beatify, bel-

dam(e), belladonna, belle, belles-lettres, Bellis, bel-

vedere, clarabella, embellish, Christabel, Rosabel,

beaver, n., a rodent of the genus Castor. — ME.
bever, fr. OE. beofor, rel. to ON. biorr, OS. biVar,

OHG. bibar, MHG., G. biber, 'beaver', and

cogn. with L. fiber, OSlav. bebru, Lith. bebrus

(also dissimilated into vebrus, debrus), Lett.

b^brs, bebris, OPruss. bebrus, W. befer, Bret.

bieuzr, Avestic bawra, 'beaver'. All these words

lit. denote 'the brown animal'; they derive fr.

I.-E. *bhe-bhru-s, 'very brown', whence also OI.

babhruh, adj., 'brown'; n., 'the larger ichneu-

mon'. I.-E. *bhe-bhru-s is reduplication of base

*bhero-, 'brown'. Both the bear and the beaver

are called after their color. See bear, n., and

brown,

beaver, n., the lower, movable, part of the hel-

met.— ME. haviere, fr. OF. baviere, lit. 'a bib",

fr. baver, 'to drivel, slobber', which is of imi-

tative origin. Cp. bavette.

beaverite, n., a hydrous sulfate of copper, lead,

iron and aluminum (^mineral.) — Named after

Beaver County in Utah. For the ending see

subst. sufT. -ite.

becalm, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and calm,

became, past tense of become. — See become

and came.

becasse, n., the woodcock. — F., formed fr. bee,

'beak', with the augment, suff. -asse. See beak.

because, adv. — ME. bi cause, fr. bi, 'by', and

cause, 'cause'. See by and cause,

beccafico, n., any of various migratory birds. —
It., prop, 'fig pecker', compounded of beccare,

'to peck' and fico, 'fig'. It. beccare derives fr.

becco, 'beak', fr. VL. beccus; see beak. It. figo

comes fr. h.ficus; see fig.

bechamel, n., a rich white sauce. — F. bechamel,

fr. the name of Louis de Bechamel, a steward

of Louis XIV.

bechance, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. be- and

chance.
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bSche-de-mer, n., sea slug, trepang. — F., altered

fr. Port, bicho-do-mar, lit. 'sea worm'. Port, bi-

cho, 'animal, worm', derives fr. VL. bestius,

'animal', whence also Sp. bicho, 'insect'; see

bicho. Port, do, 'of the', is a contraction of de,

'from, of (fr. L. de, 'from, away from'), and the

masc. def. art. o, fr. earlier lo (fr. L. ilium, ace.

of ille, 'that'); see de- and ille. Port, mar, 'sea',

derives fr. L. mare, of s.m.; see mare, 'sea'.

beck, n., sign, nod. — Fr. obsol. beck, v., short-

enend fr. beckon (q.v.)

beck, n., a vat. — See back, 'vat'.

beck, n., a small stream, a brook. — ME. bek,

fr. ON. bekkr. See bache.

becket, n., a device used for fastening loose ends

of ropes, oars, tackle, etc. {naut.)— Of uncertain

origin.

Derivative : becket, tr. v.

beckon, tr. and intr. v. — ME. beknen, bekenen,

fr. OE. beacnian, 'to make signs, point out', fr.

beacen, 'a sign'. See beacon.

Derivatives: beckon, n., beckon-ed, n., beckon-

ing, n., beckon-ing-ly, adv.

become, intr. and tr. v. — ME. bicumen, becu-

men, fr. OE. becuman, 'to come to, meet with,

happen', rel. to Du. bekomen, MHG. bekomen,

G. bekommen, 'to suit, agree' (in G. said only

of food), Goth, biqiman, 'to come upon one',

and to OE. gecweme, ME. iqueme, queme, OHG.
biqudmi, MHG. bequxme, G. bequem, 'con-

venient, fitting, suitable'. See be- and come,

bed, n. — OE. bedd, bed, rel. to OS. beddi, bed,

ON. bedr, Dan. bed, Swed. bddd, MLG., MDu.
bedde, Du. bed, OHG. betti, MHG. bette, bet,

G. Belt, Goth, badi, 'bed', prop, 'a couch dug

into the ground', fr. I.-E. base *bhedh, *bhod-,

'to dig, pierce', whence also Hitt. beda-, 'to pier-

ce, prick', Gk. podupo?, 'pit', L. fodere, 'to dig',

fossa, 'ditch', Lith. badaU, badyti, 'to pierce,

prick', bedit, bisti, 'to dig', Lett, badu, badtt, 'to

pierce, prick', Lith. bedre, Lett, b^du, best, 'to

dig', bedre, 'pit', OPruss. boadis, 'prick', OSlav.

bodg, bosti, 'to prick', bodli, 'thorn', W. bedd,

Co. bedh, Bret, bez, 'grave'. G. Beet, 'garden-

bed', is a variant of Bett, 'bed'. Cp. bothrium,

fosse, fossil.

bed, tr. v.— ME. beddien, bedden, fr. OE. beddian,

'to place in a bed, to bed', fr. bedd, 'bed'. See

bed, n.

Derivatives: bedd-ed, adj. bedd-er, n.

bedding, n.— OE., fr. bedd. See bed, n., and subst.

suff. -ing.

bedeck, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and deck, v.

bedeguar, bedegar, n., a mossy growth on rose-

bushes. — F. bedeguar, bedegar, fr. Pers. bdda-

•ward, Ut. 'wind rose', fr. bad, 'wind', and ward,

'rose'. The fijst element is rel. to Avestic vdta-,

'wind', vditi, 'blows', OI. vdtab, 'wind', vditi,

'blows'; see wind, n. For the second element

see rose.

bedel, bedell, n. — Variants of beadle,

bedevil, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and devU.

bedew, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and dew.

bedight, v., to adorn.— Formed fr. be- and dight.

bedikah, n., examination, required by Jewish

reUgious law.— Mishnaic Heb. b'dhiqd'', 'exam-

ination, inspection, search', verbal noun of

bddhdq, 'he examined, tested, scrutinized', fr.

Biblical Hebrew, bddhdq, 'he mended, repaired',

which is rel. to Biblical Hebrew bedheq, 'fissure,

rent, breach', Aram, bddhdq, 'he examined, ex-

plored', bidhqd, 'fissure, rent, breach'.

bedim, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and dim.

bedizen, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and dizen.

bedlam, n., a lunatic asylum. — From Bedlam,

fr. ME. Bedlem, fr. earlier Bethlem, fr. Betle-

hem (q.v.) ; originally name of a hospital in Lon-

don, converted later into a lunatic asylum.

Derivatives: bedlam-ism, n., bedlam-ite, n., bed-

lam-ize, tr. v.

Bedlington terrier, bedlington, n. — From Bed-

lington, town in Northumberland, England,

where it was first bred.

Bedouin, n. — F. bedouin, fr. Arab, badawin, lit.

'desert dwellers', pi. of badawi, fr. badw (in vulgar

pronunciation bedu), 'camp; desert'. The plural

suff. -in in Arab, badawin was mistaken for part

of the word. Cp. assassin.

bedraggle, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and draggle,

bedridden, adj. — ME. bedrede, fr. OE. bedrida,

lit. 'bed rider' (in contradistinction to a 'horse

rider'), formed fr. bed and ridan, 'to ride'. See

bed, n., and ride,

bee, n. — ME. bee, fr. OE. beo, rel. to OS.,

OSwed. bi, ON. by, Dan., Swed. bi, MDu. bie,

Du. bij, OHG. bia, OS. bini, OHG. blna, MHG.
bin, G. Biene, fr. I.-E. base *bi-, whence also

OSlav. biiela, Lith. bite, bitis, Lett, bite, OPruss.

bitte, 'bee', OW. bydaf, 'beehive'.

beech, n. — ME. beche, fr. OE. bece, rel. to boc,

boc-treo, 'beech tree', OS. boke, ON. bok, Norw.

bok, Swed. bok, Dan. bog, MDu. boeke, Du.
heuk, OHG. buohha, MHG. buoche, G. Buche,

and cogn. with Gk. 9r)y6(;, 'oak', L. fagus

'beech', Russ. buzind, 'elder'. Cp. Kurdish bUz,

'elm'. Cp. also book, buckwheat. Cp also Fagus

and the first element in Fagopyrum and in

Phegopteris.

Derivatives: beech, beech-en, beech-y, adjs.

beef, n. — ME. boef, beef, fr. OF. boef, buef (F.

bceuf), fr. L. bovem, ace. of bos, 'ox'. See bovine

and cp. next word. Cp. also bi£Bn.

Derivatives : 6ee/^iiA, adj., beef-ish-ness, n., beef-

y, adj., beef-i-ness, n.

beefeater, n. — Compounded of beef and eater

and lit. meaning 'one who eats another's iee/'

.

For sense development cp. OE. hlaf-xta, 'ser-

vant', Ut. 'loaf eater'.

Beelzebub, n., i) a Philistine god worshiped at

Ekron; 2) the chief devil. — L., used in the Vul-

gate to render Heb. bd'al z'bhObh, god of the

Ekronites (II Kings 1 : 2), lit. 'lord of flies', fr.

Heb. bd'al, 'lord' and z'bhabk, 'fly*. See Baal

and zimb.

been, pp. of be. — ME. ben, fr. OE. beon, 'been',

pp. of beon, 'to be'. See be.

beer, n.— OE. beor, rel. to OS., OHG. bior, ON.
bidrr,OVns.bidr,M.LG.,MDu. ber,T>u., MHG.,
G. bier, fr. Eccles. L. biber (pi. biberes), 'drink,

beverage', fr. L. bibere, 'to drink'. See beverage.

Derivatives: beer-ish, adj., beerish-ly, adv., beer-

y, adj., beer-i-ly, adv., beer-i-ness, n.

beestings, biestings, n., first milk of a cow after

calving. — ME. bestinge, fr. OE. bysting, fr.

byst, beost, which is rel. to OS., OHG. hiost,

MDu., Du., MHG., G. biest, 'beestings', and in

vowel gradation to Norw. budda (for *buzda),

'beestings', fr. I.-E. base *bhdu-, *bhu-, 'to swell'.

See belly,

beet, n. — ME. bete, fr. OE. bete, fr. L. beta,

'beet', which is of Celtic origin. See Ettmayer

in Zeitschrift fiir neufranzosische Sprache und

Literatur, vol.32, pp. I53ff. Cp. Beta,

beetle, n., any insect of the order Coleoptera. —
ME. betel, fr. OE. bitula, prop, 'little biter',

formed from the base of bitan, 'to bite', with

suff. -el. See bite and dimin. suff. -le.

beetle, n., a heavy wooden mallet.— ME. betylle,

fr. OE. betel, bitel, 'mallet', rel. to LG. botel,

of s.m., MHG. boesel, 'cudgel'. These words lit.

mean 'beater'. They are formed fr. Teut. base

*baut-, 'to beat, strike', with instrumental suff.

-el, -le. See beat and instrumental suff. -le.

Derivatives: beetle, tr. v., beetl-er, n.

beetle, intr. v., to project; adj., projecting. — Of

uncertain origin; possibly rel. to beetle, 'insect'.

Cp. next word.

beetle-browed, adj. having projecting eyebrows.

— ME. bitelbrowed, compounded of bitel, 'pro-

jecting' (see prec. word), and the adj. browed,

which is formed fr. brow with suff. -ed.

befall, intr. and tr. v. — ME. bifallen, fr. OE.

befeallan, 'to fall into (a habit)', fr. be- and

feallan, 'to fall'. See fall, v.

befit, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and the verb fit.

Derivatives: befitt-ing, adj., befitt-ing-ly, adv.,

befitt-ing-ness, n.

befog, tr. V. — Formed fr. be- and fog.

befool, tr. v. — ME. befolen, formed fr. be- and

fol, 'fool'. See fool.

before, prep. adv. and conj. — ME. beforen, hi-

foren, fr. OE. beforan, biforan, fr. be-, 'by' and

adv. foran, 'in front', fr. fore, 'before'. See be-

and fore and cp. former,

befoul, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and foul,

befriend, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and friend,

befurred, adj. — Formed fr. be- and pp. of the

verb fur.

beg, tr. and intr. v. — ME. beggen, back forma-

tion fr. AF. begger, fr. OF. begard, began, "beg-

gar', fr. MDu. beggaert, 'mendicant'. Cp. beg-

gar. Cp. also Beguine, biggin, 'cap'.

Derivatives: begg-ing, n. and adj., begg-ing-ly,

adv.

beg, n., a bey.— The same as bey. Cp. beglerbeg.

and begum.



began

began, past tense of begin. — ME. began, vr. OE.

hegann, fr. heginnan. See begin,

beget, tr. v. — ME. bigiten, fr. OE. begitan, be-

gietan, 'to get', fr. be- and gitan; rel. to Goth.

bigitan, ORG. pigessan, 'to get, obtain'. See get.

Derivative: begett-er, n.

beggar, n. — ME. beggar, beggeie, fr. OF. be-

gard, begart. See beg, v.

Derivatives: beggar, tr. v., beggar-ly, adj., beg-

gar-U-ness, n., beggar-y, n.

begin, tr. and intr. v.— ME. beginnen, fr. OE. be-

ginnan, rel. to OS., OHG. beginnan, MDu. be-

ghinnen, MLG., Du., MHG., G. beginnen, OFris.

bijenna, Goth, du-ginnan, 'to begin', fr. Teut.

*bi-ginnan, fr. bi- (see be) and *ginnan, which

is prob. cogn. with Alb. zs and zq, 'to touch,

begin'. Cp. gin, 'to begin'.

Derivatives: beginn-er, n., beginn-ing, n.

begird, tr. v. — ME. begyrden, fr. OE. begyrdan,

fr. be- and gyrdan, 'to gird'. See gird, 'to en-

circle'.

beglerbeg, n., formerly, governor of a province in

the Ottoman empire. — Turk., lit. 'bey of beys',

fr. begler, pi. of beg, 'bey', and beg, 'bey'. See

bey and cp. beg, n., begum,

begnaw, tr. v. — OE. begnagan, fr. be- and gna-

gan, 'to gnaw'. See gnaw.

begone, intr. v. and interj. — Prop, two words:

he gone [i.e. the imper. be (see be) and the pp.

of go],

begonia, n. — F., named by the botanist Plumier

(1646-1706) after Michel Began (1638-1710),

governor of Santo Domingo, a patron of bo-

tanical study. For the ending see suff. -ia.

begot, past tense of beget,

begotten, pp. of beget.

begrime, tr. v. — Of LG. origin; cp. MDu. be-

griemen, begremen. See be- and grime, v.

begrudge, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and grudge.

Derivative: begnidg-ing-ty, adv.

beguile, tr. v. -- Formed fr. be- and guile.

Derivatives: beguile-ment, n., beguil-er, n., be-

guil-ing-ly, adv.

Beguine, n., name of the members of certain lay

sisterhoods founded in the 13th cent. — F. be-

guine, prob. fern, of beguin, 'monk, friar', a var.

of hegard, fr. MDu. heggaert, 'mendicant'. See

beg, v.

begum, n. — Turk., a hybrid coined fr. beg and

Arab, iimm, 'mother', and orig. meaning 'moth-

er of the bey'. For the first element see bey. The

second element is rel. to Heb. em, Aram.-Syr.

em, Ethiop. em, Akkad. iimmu, 'mother'.

begun, pp. of begin.

behalf, n. — ME., in the phrase on mibehalfe, 'on

my side', fr. OE. be healfe, 'by the side', fr. be,

•by', and heulfe, 'half, part, side'. See be- and

half,

behave, tr. and intr. v. — ME. behaven, fr. OE.

hehabhan, 'to restrain', formed fr. be- andhabban,

'to have' (see have). The orig. meaning was 'to

have (oneself) under one's control'.
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behavior, behaviour, n. — Irregular formation fr.

behave, owing to a confusion with havior, 'pos-

session'.

behaviorism, n. (psychol.)— Coined by the Ame-

rican psychologist John Broadus Watson 1878-

1958) in 1913 fr. behavior and suff. -ism.

behaviorist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: behaviorist-ic, adj., behaviorist-ic-

al-ly, adv.

behead, tr. v. — ME. bihefden, biheden, fr. OE.

beheafdian, fr. be- and OE. heafod, 'head'. See

head.

beheld, past tense and pp. of behold,

behemoth, n., a huge beast, probably the hippo-

potamus. — Heb. behemoth, used in the sense

of a plural of intensity of b^hemd", 'beast' (see

Job 40 : 1 5-24). The assumed connection of Heb.

behemoth with Egypt, p-ehe-mau, 'ox of the

water', was justly rejected by W.Max Muller.

behen, n., the plant Centaurca behen. — Arab.

bdhman, in vulgar pronunciation behmen, fr.

Pers. bahman, a kind of root resembling a large

radish.

behest, n. — ME. behest, bihest, fr. OE. beh^s,

'promise, vow', fr. hehdtan. See next word and

cp. hest.

behight, tr. v., to entrust, commit. — The orig.

meaning was 'to promise, vow'; ME. bihalen.

fr. OE. behdtan, 'to promise, vow', fr. be- and

hdtan, 'to command'. See hight and cp. prec,

word.

behind, prep, and adv. — ME. behinden, fr. OE.

behindan, fr. be- and hindan, 'behind'. See hind,

adj.

Derivative: behind, n.

behold, tr. v. — ME. beholden, fr. OE. hehealdan.

hehaldan,'lo hold by, possess', fr. be- and heaklan.

haldan, 'to hold'. See hold, v.

Derivatives: beholden (q.v.), hehold-er, n.

beholden, adj. — Prop. pp. of behold, used in its

earlier sense as 'held by, attached to'.

behoof, n. — ME. Ai'/io/(chiefly in the dat. behove

with the prep. !o, 'for the use of), fr. OE. hehof.

'profit, benefit, advantage, need', rel. to OFris..

MLG. behof, Du. behoef, MHG. behuof, G.

Bebuf, 'benefit, use, advantage', Dan. behov,

Swcd. /)p/io/, 'need, necessity', and in gradational

relationship to E. have and heave.

behove, tr. and intr. v. — ME. behoven, fr. OF.

behofian, 'to need, require', fr. behof. See prec.

word.

beige, n., 1) undyed and unbleached wool fabric;

2) its grayish brown color; adj. grayish brown.

— F., 'of natural color, undyed' (said of wool),

of uncertain origin; not fr. It. bambagia,

'cotton".

being, n. — Formed fr. be with subst. suff. -ing.

beje^?el, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and jewel.

bekah, n., half a shekel. — Heb. beqa\ lit. 'frac-

tion, pan', from the base of baqd\ 'he cleaved,

broke through', which is rel. to Aram. ¥qd\

Syr. p'qd\ of s.m., Mishnaic Heb. pdqd', 'split,
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sprang off', p^qd'ath, 'coil, ball', Arab, fdqa'a,

vulgar faqa'a, ba'aqa, ba'aja, of s.m., Ethiop.

abqdwa, 'he opened wide his mouth'.

Bel, n., the god of the earth in Babylonian my-

thology. — Akkad. Belu (whence Heb. Bel, Gk.

ByjXoi;), lit. 'owner, master, lord', rel. to Heb.

Bd'al. See Baal.

bel, n., a unit for determining in logarithms the

ratios of power.— From the name of Alexander

Graham Bell (1847-1922), the inventor of the

telephone.

belabor, belabour, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and

labor.

Belamcanda, n., a genus of plants of the iris

family (bat.) —• ModL., of East Indian origin.

belated, adj. — Formed fr. be-, late and suff. -ed.

Derivatives: belated-ly, adv., belated-ness, n.

belaud, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and laud.

belay, tr. and intr. v. — ME. beleggen, fr. OE.
belecgan, 'to lay round', fr. be- and lecgan, 'to

lay'. See lay, v.

belch, intr. and tr. v., to erect. — ME. belchen,

fr. OE. bealcian, prob. rel. to LG. and Du. bal-

ken, 'to shout, bellow'.

Derivative: belch-er, n.

belcher, n., a kind of handkerchief. — Named
after the English prizefighter Jim Belcher

(1781-1811).

beldam(e), n., an old woman; esp. a hideous old

woman .
— OF. beldame (F. belle dame), ' beauti-

ful lady', formerly used in the sense of 'grand-

mother'. See beauty and dame and cp. bella-

donna.

beleaguer, tr. v. — Du. belegeren, 'to besiege',

formed fr. pref be-, which corresponds to E.

be-, and leger,'''\xA; camp; army'. See leaguer

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: beleaguer-er, n., beleaguer-ment, n.

belemnite, n., name of a tapering fossil of a

cephalopod resembling the cuttlefishes (paleon-

lol.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk.
SeXeiavov, 'dart', fr. ^iXoq, 'dart', which stands

in gradational relationship to ^aW.stv, 'to

throw'. Accordingly, belemnite prop, means
'dart-shaped'. See ballistic.

belfry, n., a bell tower. — ME. berfray, fr. OF.
berfrei, berfroi (F. beffroi), fr. MHG. bercvrit,

'watchtower', fr. OHG. bergfrid, lit. 'that which

watches over peace', fr. OHG. bergan (whence

MHG., G. bergen), 'to save, cover', and OHG.
fridu (whence MHG. vrirfe,G. Fwrfe),'peace'.The

first element is rel. to OE. beorgan, 'to save, pre-

serve'; see bury. The second element is rel. to

OE. fridu, 'peace'; see free. It. battifredo, 'bel-

fry', is a loan word fr. F. beffroi, but was in-

fluenced in form by an association with It.

batlere, 'to Strike' (see baiter, v.) E. belfry was
influenced by bell, with which, however, it is not

connected derivatively. Cp. the first element in

frankpledge.

Belial, n., i) worthlessness, wickedness; 2) Sa-

tan. — Heb. b'liyyd'al, lit. 'uselessness', com-

belles-lettres

pounded of b^lf, 'without', and yd'al, 'use, use-

fulness'.

belie, tr. v. — ME. belien, fr. OE. beleogan,'fT.

be- and leogan, 'to lie'. See lie, 'to tell an un-

truth'.

belief, n. — ME. bileafe, formed (with change of

pref. ge- into bi-) fr. OE. geleafa, 'beUef ', which

is rel. to OS. gilo'So, Du. geloof OHG. giloubo,

MHG. geloube, gloube, G. Claube, Goth, ga-

laubeins, 'belief, and to E. lief and love (qq.v.)

Cp. next word.

believe, tr. and intr. v. — ME. bileven, fr. OE.
belifan, belefan, rel. to getyfan, gelefan, OS. gi-

lobian, Du. geloven, OHG. gilouben, MHG. ge-

louben, glouben, G. glauben, Goth, galaubjan,

'to believe', and to OE. geleafa, 'belief. See

prec. word.

Derivatives: believ-able, adj., believ-er, n., be-

liev-ing, adj., believ-ing-ly, adv.

belike, adv., probably (archaic). — Formed fr.

be- (in the sense of by) and like.

belittle, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and little.

bell, n., a hollow vessel of metal. — ME. belle,

fr. OE. belle, rel. to MLG., MDu. belle, Du. bel,

ON. bjalla, 'bell', and to OE. bellan, 'to bellow,

cry'. See bellow and cp. next word.

Derivatives: bell, tr. v., to furnish with bells,

bell-ing, n.

bell, intr. v., to bellow (as the stag in the rutting

season); to roar. — ME. belien, fr. OE. bellan.

See bell, n.

Derivative: bell, n., a bellow (as the cry of the

stag in the rutting season); a roar.

belladonna, n., i) a poisonous plant ; 2) a drug ex-

tracted from this plant. — It. (whence F. bella-

done), lit. 'a beautiful woman', from bella, fern,

of bello (fr. L. bellus), 'beautiful', and donna,

'woman, lady' (fr. L. domina) (see beauty and

dame and cp. beldame); so called in allusion to

the cosmetic once made from it.

Bellatrix, n., a star in Orion {astron.) — L. bella-

trix, 'a female warrior', fem. of belldlor, fr.

belldre, 'to wage war', fr. bellum, 'war'. Sec

bellicose and -trix.

belle, n., a beautiful woman. — F., adj. used as

a noun, fem. of beau, 'beautiful' fr. L. bellus.

See beau, and cp. embellish.

Belle, fem. PN. — Fr. prec. word.

belleric, n., the fruit of the plant called Terminalia

bellerica. — F. belleric, fr. Arab, balilaj, in vul-

gar pronunciation, belllaj, fr. Pers. balilah.

Bellerophon, n., a Greek hero, son of Glaucus

and Eurymede {Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.

BEXXepovciv, more frequently BeXXopo^'Jv-r/;;,

which prob. means lit. 'the killer of a demon
called Bellerus', fr. BeX).epoc, 'Bellerus', name
of a demon and -r^m^r^q, 'killer of, fr. cpovoc,

'murder'; see defend. The identification of the

first element with a king of Corinth supposedly

called Bellerus is folk etymology.

belles-lettres, n. pi., literature. — F., lit. 'fine

letters', fr. belles, pi. of belle, fem. of beau, 'fine.



belletrist Ibl

beautiful', and lettres, pi. of lettre, 'letter . See

beauty and letter.

belletrist, n., a student of belles-lettres.—Formed
fr. prec. word with suff. -ist.

Derivative: belletrist-ic, adj.

bellicose, adj., warlike, hostile. — L. bellicosus,

'warlike', fr. bellicus, 'pertaining to war', fr.

helium, 'war', fr. OL. dvellum, duellum, which

is of uncertain origin. Duellum in the sense of

'duel' is Medieval Latin (see duel). Cp. Bellona,

rebel, revel. For the ending see adj. suff. -ose.

Derivatives : bellicose-ly, adv., bellicose-ness, n.

bellicosity, n., hostility.— See prec. word and -ity.

bellied, adj. — Formed fr. belly with suff. -ed.

belligerency, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -cy.

belligerent, adj., i)atwar; 2) warlike; n., a person

or nation engaged in war. — F. belligerant, fr.

L. belligerantem, ace. of belligerans, pres. part,

of belligerdre, 'to wage war', fr. belliger, 'waging

war', fr. bellum, 'war' and gerere, 'to bear,

carry'. See bellicose and gerent.

Bellis, n., the genus of daisies {bot.)— L., 'daisy',

prop, 'the handsome flower', formed on anal-

ogy of Greek nouns ending in -k; fr. L. bellus,

'pretty'. See beauty and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Bellona, n., the goddess of war in Roman mythol-

ogy. — L., fr. OL. Duellona, fr. duellum, 'war'.

See bellicose. For the suff. -na cp. L. Ldto-na

(fr. Dor. AaTw, Gk. AriTw) and mdtro-na, 'ma-

tron' (fr. mater, 'mother') ; see Latona, matron.

bellote, n., the edible acorn of the holm oak. —
Sp. bellota fr. Arab, balluja", in vulgar pronun-

ciation bellSfa, 'acorn'.

bellow, intr. v., to make a loud noise, to roar. —
ME. belwen, fr. OE. bylgian, rel. to OE. bellan,

'to bellow', MDu. bellen, OHG. bellan, MHG.,
G. bellen, 'to bark' and E. bell, 'to bellow' ; fr.

I.-E. base *bhel-, 'to make a loud noise, to

sound, ring, roar', whence also OI. bhafd-,

'barking', bhdfate, 'speaks, talks'. Cp. bawl,

bell, 'metallic vessel', boulder, the first element

in balderdash and in poltergeist, and the second

element in dubash.

Derivatives: bellow, n., bellow-er, n.

beUows, n. pi. — ME. bely; prop, a variant of

belly (q.v.)

belly,n.— ME. ball, bely, fr. OE. baslg, belig, belg,

'bag, belly, bellows', related to ON. belgr, 'bag,

bellows', Swed. balg, 'belly, bellows', Du. balg,

'belly', OHG. balg, MHG. bale, G. Balg, 'bel-

lows', Goth, balgs, 'wineskin', OE. -belg (in

beanhelg, 'bean pod'), OHG. belgan, 'to swell',

ON. bylgja, 'billow', bolstr [for *bul(h)stra],

'bolster', lit. 'something swelled', fr. Teut. base

*belg-, which corresponds to I.-E. base 'bhelgh-,

'to swell', whence OPruss. bahinis (for *bhol-

ghi-nos), 'cushion', Lett, pabdlsts, 'piUow',

Serbo-Croat, btdzina (for *bolzina), 'piUow',

Olr. bolgaim, 'I swell', bolg, 'bag', W. bol, bola,

boly, 'belly', Bret, bolc'h, 'flax pod'. (L. bulga.

'leather knapsack', is a Gaulish loan word.) Cp.

bellows, bilge, billow, bolster, budge, 'fur', bud-

get, bidge. Base *bhelgh-, is an enlargement of

base *bhel-, 'to swell'. See bull, 'male of the ox',

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : belly, intr. v., belly-er, n., belly-fut,

adj.

belong, intr. v. — ME. belongen, fr. longen, 'to

concern', fr. long, long, fr. OE. gelang, 'at hand,

attainable, dependent on', which is rel. to MDu.
belanghen, Du. belangen, G. belangen, 'to con-

cern; to belong to' (whence Du. belong, resp.

G. Belong, 'concern, interest, importance'), and

to OE. long, etc., 'long'. The orig. meaning of

the above verbs prob. was 'to be alongside of.

See long, adj., and cp. along.

Derivatives: belong-er, n., belong-ings, n. pi.

Belostoma, n., a genus of aquatic bugs (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'arrow-mouthed', fr. Gk. ^ekoq,

'arrow, dart', and OT6[ia, 'mouth'. The first

element stands in gradational relationship to

PaXXetv, 'to throw'; see ballistic. For the se-

cond element see stoma.

belove, tr. v. ; now only in the passive. — ME.
biluven, formed fr. bi- and luven, 'to love'. See

be- and love, v.

beloved, adj. —• Prop. pp. of belove.

below, adv. and prep. — Formed fr. be- and the

adj. low.

Belshazzar, n., the last Chaldaean king of Baby-

lon (Bible). — Heb. Belshatztzdr, contraction

of Akkad. Bel-shar-u?ur i.e. 'Bel, protect the

king'.

belt, n. — ME., fr. OE., rel. to ON. belti, OHG.
balz, fr. L. balteus, 'girdle', a word of Etruscan

origin. Cp. balteus, baldric, bauson, bausond,

bauxite.

Derivative: belt, tr. v.

Beltane, n., an ancient Celtic festival on May
Day. — Gael, bealtuinn, a compound lit. mean-

ing 'blazing fire'. For the first element see bale-

fire. The second element is rel. to Olr. ten, 'fire'

(for I.-E. *tepnos), and cogn. with L. tepere, 'to

be lukewarm', tepidus, 'lukewarm'. See tepid

and cp. words there referred to.

beluga, n., a kind of dolphin. — Russ. beluga, fr.

beliy, 'white', which is rel. to OSlav.^^K, 'white',

Lith. bdltas, 'white', Lett, bdls, 'pale', and cogn.

with OE. bSl, 'a blazing fire', ON. bdl, 'a great

fire'. See balefire and cp. the first element in

Beltane.

belvedere, n., a turret, giving a fine view; a sum-

merhouse. — It., lit. 'a beautiful sight', fr. bello,

bel, 'beautiful, fine', and vedere, fr. L. videre, 'to

see'. See beauty and vision.

bema, n., platform, stage (Greek antiq.) — Gk.

PTJlia, 'step, platform', from the stein of ^(veiv,

'to ga', whence also pdtai?, 'a stepping, pedestal,

foot, base'. See base, n.

bemoan, tr. v. — ME. bimenen, fr. OE. bemxnan,

'to lament', fr. be- and mwnan, to moan'.

See moan.
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bemuse, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and muse.

Derivative: bemus-ed, adj.

ben, adv., within (Scot.) — OE. binnan (rel. to

OFris. binna, MDu., Du., MHG., G. binnen),

'vdthin' ; contraction of bi-innan, be-innan. See

be- and in, prep.

ben, n., the inner room (Scot.) — From prec.

word.

ben, n., son. — Heb. ben, 'son', rel. to Arab, ibn,

Aram.-Syr. bar, 'son', Akkad. binbinni, 'grand-

son'. Cp. Benjamin, B'nai B'rith, boanerges. Cp.

also Barabbas, bar mitzvah, Barnabas, Bartho-

lomew. For the feminine correspondences Heb.

bath, 'daughter', etc., see bathkol and cp.

Batbsheba.

Ben, masc. PN. — Dimin. of Benjamin (q.v.)

bench, n. — ME., fr. OE. bene, rel. to ON. bekkr,

Dan., Swed. bank, OS., OFris., MLG., Du.,

OHG., G. bank, MHG. banc, 'bench', ON.
bakki, 'elevation'. Cp. bank, banket, bankrupt,

banquet, charabanc, mountebank, saltimbanco.

Derivatives: bench, tr. and intr. v., bench-ing, n.

bencher, n., any of the members of the Inns of

Court. — Formed fr. bench with agential suff.

-er. Cp. disbench.

bend, tr. and intr. v. — ME. benden, fr. OE.
bendan, 'to stretch a bow; to bend, bind', rel.

to bind (q.v.) Cp. next word and bent. Deriva-

tives: bend, n. (q.v.), bend-ed, adj., bend-er, n.

bend, n., a knot. — Orig. meaning 'band, bond',

fr. OE. bend, fr. bendan (see bend, v.); prop, a

variant of band, 'a tie' (q.v.)

bend, n., a diagonal bend (her.) — OF. bende,

bande, 'a bend', a Teut. loan word. See band,

'a tie', and cp. prec. word.

bendy, adj., divided by bends (her.)— OF. bende,

baruie (F. bande). See bend (her.) and -y (rep-

resenting OF. -e, F. -e).

bene-, combining form meaning 'well'. — L. bene,

'well', fr. earlier *dwene, rel. to bonus, earlier

*dwenos, 'good', bellus, earlier *dwenelos, *dwen-

los, 'beautiful'. See bonus, beauty.

beneath, prep, and adv. — ME. benethe, bene-

othen, fr. OE. beneopan, fr. be-, 'by', and neopan,

'below, beneath'. See be- and nether and cp.

underneath.

Benedicite, n., the canticle beginning with the

words 'Benedicite, omnia opera Domini, Do-
mino' (in English 'O all ye works of the Lord,

bless ye the Lord'). — PI. imper. of benedicere,

pp. benedictus, 'to bless'. See benediction.

Benedick, n., a confirmed bachelor who marries.

— From a character in Shakespeare's Much Ado
About Nothing. For the origin and meaning of
the name see benediction.

Benedict, n., masc. PN.— L. benedictus, 'blessed',

pp. of benedicere. See benediction.

Benedicta, fem. PN.— L. benedicta, fem. oi bene-

dictus, 'blessed'. See prec. word.

Benedictine, n., a monk of the order founded

in 529 by St. Benedict. — F. benidictin,

fr. Eccles. L. benedictimis, fr. Benedictus (= St.

Benedict), name of the founder of this order,

benediction, n. — L. benedictio, gen. -onis, fr.

benedictus, pp. of benedicere, 'to bless', lit. 'to

speak well of, to praise', fr. bene, 'well', and

dicere, 'to say, tell'. See bene- and diction and

cp. benison, which is a doublet of benediction.

Cp. also bennet, bensh.

benedictory, adj., pertaining to a blessing.— ML.
benedictdrius, fr. L. benedictus, pp. ofbenedicere.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ory.

benefaction, n., a good deed, donation. — L.

benefactid, gen. -dnis, fr. bene/actus, better writ-

ten in two words bene/actus, fr. bene, 'well', and

factus, pp. oi facere, 'to make, do'. See bene-

and faction and cp. benefit.

benefactor, n., one who confers a benefit. — L.,

'who performs an act of kindness', fr. bene-

factus. See prec. word and factor.

benefactress, n. — See prec. word and -ess.

benefice, n., a church living. — F. benefice, fr. L.

beneficium, 'generosity, kindness, benefit', fr.

beneficus, 'generous, kind, beneficent, obliging',

which is formed fr. bene, 'well' and -ficus, from

the stem of -ficere, unstressed form oi facere,

'to make, do'. See bene- and fact.

Derivative: benefic-ed, adj.

beneficence, n., the quality of being beneficent,

kind, charitable. — Either fr. F. beneficence or

directly fr. L. beneficentia, "kindness, generosity,

beneficence', back formation fr. beneficentior.

See next word and -ce.

beneficent, adj., doing good, kind, charitable. —
Back formation fr. L. beneficentior, compar. of

beneficus. See benefice and -ent.

Derivative : beneficent-ly, adv.

beneficial, adj., helpful, advantageous. — F. be-

neficial, fr. L. beneficidlis, 'pertaining to a favor',

fr. beneficium. See benefice and -ial.

Derivatives : beneficial-ly, adv., heneficial-ness, n.

beneficiary, n., one who receives benefits. — L.

beneficidrius, 'enjoying a favor, privileged', fr.

beneficium. See benefice and subst. suff. -ary.

benefit, n. — ME. benefet, benfet, fr. AF. benfet

(rel. to OF. and F. bienfait), fr. L. benefactum,

bene factum, 'well done'. See benefaction.

Derivatives: berwfit, tr. and intr. v., benefil-er,n.

l)enevolence, n., kindliness. — OF. benivolence,

fr. L. benevolentia, 'good will, kindness', fr.

benevolens, gen. -entis. See next word and -ce.

benevolent, adj. wishing to do good, kindly. —
OF. benevolent, fr. L. benevolens, gen. -entis,

'wishing well, benevolent', fr. bene, 'well', and

volens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of void, velle, "to

will, wish'. See voluntary and -ent and cp.

malevolent.

Derivative: benevolent-ly, adv.

benight, tr. v. (rare) — Formed fr. be- and night.

Derivative: benight-ed, adj.

benign, adj., kindly. — ME. benigne, fr. OF. be-

nigne (F. benin, fem. benigne), fr. L. bcnignus,

'kindly, kindhearted, friendly', orig. 'of good
nature", compounded of bene, 'well' and *gno-s



benignant

'born, of a certain nature', fr. I.-E. base gi}-,

'to beget, bear, bring forth', whence also L.

gignere, 'to beget, bear, bring forth', W. geni,

'to be bom'. See bene- and genus and cp. malign.

Derivative: benign-ly, adv.

benignant, adj., kindly. — Formed fr. benign on

analogy of malignant. For the ending see suff.

-ant.

Derivative: benignant-ly, adv.

benignity, n., kindliness.— ME. benignite, fr. OF.

benigmte, fr. L. benlgnitdtem, ace. of benignitds,

fr. hemgnus. See benign and -ity.

benison, n., blessing, benediction.— ME., fr. OF.

heneison, fr. L. benedictionem, ace. of benedictio.

See benediction.

benitoite, n., a barium titanosilicate {mineral?) —
Named after San Benito River in California.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Benjamin, masc. PN. ; in the Bible, Jacob's young-

est son. — Heb. Binyamfn, lit. 'son of the right

hand', fr. ben 'son', and yamtn, 'right hand';

see Gen. 35: i8. For the first element see ben,

'son'. Heb. yamtn means also 'south' (lit. 'the

right hand, the right side', i.e., ifone faces east).

It is rel. to Aram.-Syr. yammin, Ugar. ymn,

'right hand', Arab, ydman, 'right hand, right

side, south', ydmana, 'he was happy', lit. 'he

turned or went to the right' (the right side was

regarded as auspicious), Ethiop. yaman, Akkad.

imnu, 'right hand, right side'. Cp. Yemen, mai-

mon, monkey.

benjamin, n., gum benzoin.— Corruption oi ben-

join, an earlier form of benzoin (q.v.)

bennet, n., a herb. — ME. herbe beneit, 'the bless-

ed herb', fr. F. benoite, prop. fern. pp. of OF.

beneir (F. benir), 'to bless', fr. L. henedicere.

See benediction,

bensh, tr. and intr. v., to bless; to say grace. —
Yiddish benshen, fr. dial. OF. *bencheir (OF.

heneir,V. benir), fr. L. benedlcere. See benediction.

bent, adj., curved. — Pp. of Ijend.

bent, n., inclination. — Fr. prec. word.

bent grass, also bent, n. — OE. beonot- (in place

names), rel. to OS. binut, OHG. binu5, MHO.
hin(e)3, bins, 'rush'. G. Binse developed fr. early

MHG. bintz(e), pi. of MHG. bin{e)3.

Benthamism, n., utilitarianism, as taught by

Bentham (philos.) — Named after Jeremy Bent-

ham (1748-1832), founder of the English Util-

itarian School of Philosophy. For the ending

see suff. -ism.

Benthamite, n., a follower of Bentham. — See

prec. word and subst. suff. -ite.

benthos, n., the fauna and flora of the bottom of

the sea. — Gk. psv^o?, 'depth of the sea', prob.

rel. to 'fii^oc, 'depth', but influenced in form

by 7Tsvf>or. 'grief. See batiios.

bentonite, n., a porous clayey mineral.— Named
after Fort Benton in Wyoming, U.S.A. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

benumb, tr. v. — ME. binomen, pp. of biniman,

fr. OE. beniman, 'to deprive', lit., 'to take away'.
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formed fr. be- and niman, 'to take'. See nimble,

numb.

Derivatives: benumb-ed, adj., benumb-ed-ness,

n., benumb-ing, adj., benumb-ing-ly, adv.

benz-, form of benzo- before a vowel.

benzene, n. — Fr. Benzin, a name coined by the

German chemist Eilhardt Mitscherlich (1794-

1863) in 1833 ; so called by him because he ob-

tained it through the distillation of benzoic acid

with lime. The spelling benzene is due to A.W.
Hofmaim. See benzoin,

benzine, benzin, n., a volatile, inflammable liquid.

— See benzene and chem. suff. -ine, -in.

benzo-, before a vowel benz-, combining form

meaning 'relating to benzene'. — See benzene.

Iienzoic, adj., pertaining to benzoin. — See ben-

zoin and -ic.

benzoin, n., a balsamic resin. — F. benjoin, fr.

Sp. benjui, which is shortened fr. lo-benjui (the

first syllable having been mistaken for the def.

article), fr. Arab, lubdn jawt, 'frankincense of

Java' (Java is the former name of Sumatra).

For the etymology of Arabic lubdn see leban.

benzol, n., benzene. — Altered fr. Benzin by the

German chemist Baron Justus von Liebig (1803-

73) in 1834.— See benzene and -ol (representing

L. oleum, 'oil').

benzoyl, n., a univalent radical, CeHjCO, found

in benzoic acid.— Coined by the German chem-

ists Baron Justus von Liebig (1803-73) and

Friedrich Wohler (1800-82) fr. benzo- and -yl.

bepaint, tr. v. — Formed fr. pref. be- and paint.

beplaster, tr. v. — Formed fr. pref. be- and

plaster.

bepowder, tr. v. — Formed fr. pref. be- and

powder.

t>equeathe, tr. v. — ME. biquethen, fr. OE.

becwepan, 'to say, bequeathe', which is formed

fr. pref. be- and cwepan, 'to say'. See quoth and

cp. next word.

Derivatives: bequeth-al, n., bequeath-er, n.

bequest, n. — ME. biqueste, a blend of ME. bi-

quide and queste (see quest). ME. biquide is

formed fr. pref. bi- (see be-) and OE. cwide,

'a saying, declaration*, which is r'^l. to OE.

cwepan, 'to say'. See quoth and cp. prec. word.

berakah, n., blessing, benediction. — Heb.

b^rdkhd", 'blessing', from the stem of berdkh,

'he blessed', which is rel. to Aram, bdrikh,

Arab, bdraka, Ethiop. bdrdka, 'he blessed',

Akkad. kardbu (a metathesis form), 'to bless',

Ethiop. mekrdb (metath.), 'temple'. Cp. cherub,

griffin.

Berber, n. — Arab, bdrbar, 'the people of Bar-

bary', perhaps derived fr. Gk. pdpflapoi;, "bar-

bar' (see barbaric).

Berberidaceae, n. pi., the barberry family (fcor.)

— Formed fr. Berberis with suff. -aceae.

berberidaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Berberis, n., a genus of plants, the barberry {bot.)

— ML. berberis, barbaris, 'barberry', fr. Arab.
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barbdrts, in vulgar pronunciation berberis, 'bar-

berry'. Cp. barberry.

Iierceau, n., cradle; bower. — F., 'cradle', fr.

bercer, 'to rock' (cp. OProven^. bresar, Catal.

bressar), from the Gaulish base *bertd-, 'to

shake'. Cp. Ir. bertaim, 'I shake'.

berceuse, n., a cradlesong. — F., 'a woman who
rocks an infant; cradlesong', fr. bercer, 'to

rock'. See prec. word.

Berchemia, a genus of vines of the buckthorn

family {hot.)— ModL. , named after M. .BercAem,

a French botanist of the 17th century. For the

ending see sufT. -ia.

bereave, tr. v.— ME. bereven, fr. OE. bereafian,

fr. pref. be- and reafian, 'to plunder, ravage'. See

reave.

Derivatives: bereav-ed, adj., bereave-ment, n.

bereav-ed, n.

bereft, adj. — Prop. pp. of bereave.

berengelite, n., a resinous material. — Named
after San Juan de JSere/i^e/a, a province of Peru.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

berengena, n., the eggplant. — Sp., fr. Arab.

bddinjdn (in vulgar pronunciation bedinjen), ult.

fr. Persian. See aubergine.

Berenice, fem. PN. — L. Berenice, fr. Bepsvfxi],

Macedonian var. of Gk. <6Epev£>t7;, lit. 'bringer

of victory', fr. 9£peiv, 'to bring', and vfxv),

'victory'. See bear, 'to carry', and Nike, and cp.

Veronica. Cp. also varnish.

Beresliitli, n., i) the creation ; 2) the first book of

the Pentateuch (= Gk. Genesis, lit. 'origin'). —
Heb. B^reshith, shortened fr. Sipher ma^dsS'^

b'reshith, 'the Book of the creation'. Since

b^reshtth happens to be the first word of the

Pentateuch, it was erroneously assumed that

the first book of the Pentateuch was called

Bereshilh from the first word of its Hebrew
text. This erroneous belief gave rise to the

custom of naming Hebrew books (also the other

four books of the Pentateuch) from initial

words of the text. — Heb. bereshilh lit. means
'in the beginning'. It is formed fr. pref. b^-, 'in',

and reshith, (for *r^'eshith), 'beginning', a

derivative of rosh, 'head', which is rel. to Aram.
resh, Akkad. reshu, Arab, rd's, Ethiop. res,

'head'. Cp. race, 'tribe', rais, reis, resh, Rosh
Hodesh, Rosli Hashanah.

beret, n., a flat round cap. — F. beret, occasion-

ally written also berret, fr. berret, a word of the

dialect of Beam, fr. Old Gascon berret, 'cap',

fr. Late L. birrus, also birrum, 'large cloak with

a hood'. See biretta and cp. barret, bumous.
bergamot, n., the tree Citrus bergamia. — Fr.

Bergamo, a city in Lombardy, Italy.

bergamot, n., kind of pear. — F. bergamot, fr. It.

bergamotta, fr. Turk, beg armddi, lit. 'pear of

a bey', influenced in form by the Italian place-

name Bergamo. See bey.

bergander, n., sheldrake (obsol.) — Prob. a blend

of Du. bergeend, 'sheldrake', lit. 'mountain

duck' (see barrow, 'mountain', and Anas), and

E. gander. Cp. goosander.

l)erger, n., a long curl hanging down from the

nape of the neck to the shoulder. — F. bergere,

'shepherdess; style of dressing the hair', fem. of

berger, 'shepherd', fr. VL. berbicdrius, 'shep-

herd', fr. berbex, corresponding to L. vervex,

'wether', which is cogn. with Homeric and Ion.

Gk. tlpoQ, 'wool', which stands for *£pfoq, dis-

similated fr. '*fepfo?. See erio- and cp. next

word.

bergere, n., i) a shepherdess; 2) a style of sofa;

a style of armchair (both in vogue Li the i8th

century. — F., 'shepherdess; a large and deep

armchair'. See prec. word
beri-beri, n., a disease characterized by wasting.

— From intensifying reduplication of Singha-

lese beri, 'weakness'.

berith, n , circumcision of the male child (Jewish

religion). — Heb. b^rlth, 'covenant', rel. to Ak-

kad. bard, 'to bind' (whence biritu, 'fetter, cov-

enant'. Cp. B'nai B'rith. Berith in the above

sense is the abbreviation of berith milah, 'cov-

enant of the circumcision', so called in allusion

to Gen. i7:iofF.andtoMishnah Nedarim, 3: 11.

Berkeleian, adj., pertaining to George Berkeley

or his philosophy. See next word and -ian.

Berkeleianism, n. — The idealistic system of

philosophy taught by George Berkeley (1685-

1753)- For the ending see suff. -ism.

berkelium, n., a radioactive element (chem.) —
ModL., named after Berkeley in California,

where it was discovered. For the ending see sufi'.

-ium.

berlin, n., a kind of four-wheeled carriage. —
F. berline, named after Berlin, Germany,

whence this kind of carriage was imported

into France in the second half of the 17th

and in the first half of the 18th century.

berline, also berlin, n., an automobile body wiih

a glass partition at the rear of the driver's seat.

— F. berline. See prec. word.

berlinite, n., a hydrous aluminum phosphate

(m/nera/.)—Named after N. H. Berlin, Professor

of the University of Lund. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

berloque, breloque, n., a drumbeat.— F., a word

of imitative origin.

berm, also berme, n., a narrow ledge. — F. berme,

fr. Du. berm, fr. MDu. baerm, which is rel. to

ON. barmr, 'brim', fr. I.-E. base *bher-, 'edge,

point; to bore, pierce'. Cp. the related base

*bhre-m-, of s.m., whence E. brim (q.v.)

Bernard, masc. PN. — F., fr. G. Bernhard, lit.

'bold as a bear', fr. OHG. bero, 'bear', and

harti, 'hard, bold'. See bear, the animal, and

bard.

berrugate, n., the fish called scientifically Verru-

gato pacificus. — Fr. Sp. verruga, 'wart', fr. L.

verruca. See verruca and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

berry, n. — ME. berie, fr. OE. berige, berie, rel.

to OS., OHG. beri, ON. ber, Dan. boer, Swed.
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bar, MHG. ber, G. Beere, Goth, basi (in weina-

basi 'grape'), Du. bes, bezie, 'berry', and prob.

to OE. basu, 'purple', and cogn. with Mir. base,

'red'. Cp. anbury.

Derivatives: berry, intr. v., berri-ed, adj., ber-

ri-er, n.

bersagliere, n. any of a corps of riflemen in the

Italian army.— It., 'sharpshooter', fr. bersaglio,

'mark', rel. to OF. berser, 'to shoot with the

bow', bersail, bersage, 'target'; of uncertain

origin.

berserker, n., a Norse warrior. — ON. berserkr,

a word lit. meaning 'bear's skin', and referring

to the warrior's garments. For the first element

see bear, the animal, for the second see sark.

Berteroa, n., a genus of plants of the mustard

family {bot.) — ModL., named after the Italian

botanist Carlo Giuseppe Bertero {\^%9-^%'i\).

berth, n. — The orig. meaning of this word was

'convenient sea room'. It is formed with subst.

suff. -th from the stem of the verb bear, hence

derivatively identical with birth.

Derivatives: berth, tr. v., berth-er, n., berth-

ing, n.

Bertha, fem. PN. — G., fr. OHG. Berahta, Pe-

rohta, name of a female deity, lit. 'the bright

one', fr. OHG. beraht, 'bright,' which is related

to OE. heorht, 'bright'. See bright,

bertha, n., a kind of broad collar. — From
Bertha, a woman's name.

Bertillon system, a system of anthropometry as

a means of identifying persons. — Named after

its inventor Alphonse Bertillon, a French anthro-

pologist and criminologist (1853-1914).

Bertram, masc. PN. — OHG. Berahtram, lit. 'a

bright raven', fr. beraht, 'bright', and hram, a

collateral form oihrahan, 'raven'. See bright and

raven and cp. the second element in Ingram.

bertrandite, n., a beryllium silicate {mineral.) —
Named after the French mineralogist E.Ber-

irand, who first analyzed it. For the ending see

subst. sutT. -ite.

Berula, n., a genus of plants of the parsley family

(bot.) — L. berula, 'water cress', dissimilated fr.

*beruva, a word of Celtic origin. Cp. W. berwr,

Mir. hirer, bilor, 'water cress'.

beryl, n. — ME., fr. OF. beryl (F. beryl), fr. L.

beryllus, fr. Gk. p^jp^jW-o;, fr. Prakrit veruliya,

transposed fr. veluriya (whence OI. vaidurya-),

which prob. derives from the name of the city

Velur (now called Betur). Cp. G. Brille, 'spec-

tacles', from the pi. of MHG. bril, of s.m., which

derives fr. MHG. berille, 'beryl', fr. L. beryl-

lus (the first spectacles were made from beryl).

Cp. also brilliant, the first element in besiclo-

meter and the second element in chrysoberyl.

beryllium, n., a metallic element, called also

glucinum (chem.)— ModL., fr. L. beryllus (see

beryl); so called because it was first obtained

through isolation from beryl (by the French

chemist Nicolas-Louis Vauquelin in 1797). For

the ending see sufF. -ium.

berzelianite, n., copper selenide (mineral.) —
Named after the Swedish chemist Baron Jons

Jakob Berzelius (1779- 1848), who first analyzed

it. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

berzelite, n., arsenate of calcium, magnesium and

manganese {mineral.)— Named after the Swed-

dish chemist Baron Jons Jakob Berzelius (1779-

1848). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

bescreen, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and screen,

beseech, trans, v. — ME. besechen, it. be-, and

sechen, seken, 'to seek'. See seek and cp. G.

besuchen, 'to visit' (fr. be- and suchen, the equi-

valent of E. seek).

Derivatives: beseech-ing, adj., beseech-ing-ly,

adv.

beseem, impers. v. — Formed fr. be- and seem.

beset, tr. v.— ME. besetten, fr. OE. besettan, 'to

set on, adorn', rel. to Du. bezetten, OHG. bi-

sazjan, G. besetzen, Goth, bisatjan. See be- and

the verb set.

Derivatives: besett-er, n., besett-ing, adj.

beshrew, tr. v. — ME. beschrewen, 'to pervert',

fr. be- and schrewen, 'to curse'. See shrew, 'to

curse*.

besiclometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the forehead to establish the exact size of the

spectacles. — A hybrid coined fr. F. besides

(pi.), 'spectacles', and Gk. jx^Tpov, 'measure'.

The first element is an alteration of OF. bericle,

fr. L. beryllus, 'beryl'. The ending of OF. bericle

was prob. suggested by the synonymescarboucle,

'carbuncle'; see beryl. For the second element

see meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

beside, prep. — ME. besiden, beside, fr. OE. be

sidan, 'by the side', fr. be, 'by', and dative of

side, 'side'. See by and side,

besides, adv. — Formed fr. prec. word with the

adv. gen. suff. -s.

Derivative: besides, prep.

besiege, tr. v. — Formed with change of pref. fr.

OF. asegier (F. assieger), fr. VL. *assedicdre,

fr. ad- and *sedicum, 'seat', fr. L. sedere, 'to sit'.

See be- and siege.

Derivatives: besieg-er, n., besieg-ing, n., besieg-

ing-ly, adv.

beslaver, tr. v. — Formed fr. pref. be- and slaver,

besmear, tr. v.— Formed fr. pref. be- and smear,

besmirch, tr. v. — Formed fr. pref. be- and smirch,

besom, n. — ME. besum, fr. OE. besma, besema,

rel. to OS. besmo, OFris. besma, MDu. besem,

bessem, Du. bezem, OHG. besmo, besamo, MHG.
besme, besem, besen, G. Besen. The original

meaning is 'something bound or twisted', fr.

I.-E. base 'bheidh-, 'to bind, twist'. See fisc

Derivatives: besom, tr. v., besom-er, n.

besot, tr. v., to make sottish. — Formed fr. be-

and sot.

Derivatives: besott-ed, adj., besotted-ly, adv.,

besott-ed-ness, n.

besought, past tense and pp. of beseech. — ME.
besdht{e), fr. besechen. See beseedi and cp.

sought.
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bespangle, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and spangle.

Derivative: bespangl-ed, adj.

bespatter, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and spatter.

Derivative : bespatter-er, n.

bespeak, tr. v. — ME. bespeken, fr. OE. be-

sp{r)ecan, 'to speak about', rel. to Du. bespreken,

G. besprechen. See be- and speak.

besprent, adj., sprinkled {archaic). — ME. be-

spreynt, pp. of besprengen, fr. OE. besprengan,

'to Ijesprinkle', rel. to Du. and G. besprengen,

of same meaning. See be- and sprinkle and cp.

next word.

besprinkle, tr. v. — Formed fr. pref. be- and

sprinkle.

Bessemer process, Bessemer steel. — So called

after Sir Harry Bessemer, engineer and inventor

(1813-98).

best, adj. — ME., fr. OE. best, dissimilated fr.

betst, rel. to ON. beztr, Du. best, OHG. ftejjwfo,

MHG., G. best, Goth, batists, 'best', OE. batian,

"to become better*, bot, 'remedy, cure, improve-

ment, compensation', and possibly cognate with

Ol.bhadrdh, 'favorable, good', A\estic hubadra-,

lucky'. Cp. better. Cp. also batten, 'to grow
fat', boot, 'advantage*. For the dissimilation of

OE. betst into best cp. last, adj.

bestead, adj. — ME. bestad, 'placed, situated',

formed fr. be- and stad, 'placed', fr. ON.
staddr, 'placed', pp. of steSJa, 'to place, fix'. See

stead.

bestead, tr. v., to help. — Formed fr. be- and

itead, v., which derives fr. stead, n.

bestial, adj. — F., fr. L. bestidlis, 'like a beast',

fr. bestia, 'beast*. See beast and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: bestial-ly, adv., bestiary (q.v.),

bestial-ize, tr. v.

bestiality, n. — F. bestialite, fr. bestial, fr. L. bes-

tidlis. See prec. word and -ity.

bestiary, n., a medieval collection of fables about

beasts. — ML. bestidrium, 'a treatise on beasts*,

prop. neut. of the L. adjective bestidrus, 'per-

taining to beasts', and as a noun, fr. bestia,

'beast'. See beast and subst. suff. -ary.

bestir, tr. v. — ME. bestiren, fr. OE. bestyrian,

"to heap up', fr. be- and styrian, 'to set in mo-
tion'. See stir.

bestow, tr. v. — ME. bestowen, fr. be- and

stowen. See stow.

Derivatives: bestow-al, n., bestow-er, n.

bestrew, tr. v. — ME. bestrowen, fr. OE. be-

streowian, 'to bestrew, cover', fr. be- and
sireowian, 'to strew*. See strew,

bestrewn, pp. of bestrew.

bestride, tr. v. — ME. bestriden, fr. OE. bestridan,

"to mount a horse*, fr. be- and stridan, 'to stride*.

See stride.

•>et, n.— Prob. aphetic for the ME. noun abet, fr.

OF. abet, fr. abeter, 'to incite, bait*, lit. 'to cause

to bite*. See abet

Derivatives: bet, tr. and intr. v., better, n.

(q.v.), bett-ing, n., bett-or, n.

bete, n., name of the 2nd letter of the Greek al-

phabet. — Gk. ^iJTa, fr. Heb.-Phoen. beth: see

beth. The a was added because a Greek word

cannot end with a t ; cp. alpha and words there

referred to.

Beta, n., a genus of plants of the goosefoot

family {bot) — L., 'the beet'. See beet,

betake, reflex, v.—ME. bitaken, 'to entrust*, fr. bi-

(see be-) and taken, 'to take*. See take,

betatron, n., a device for accelerating the velo-

cities of electrons or beta rays. — Coined fr.

beta (rays) and (elec)tron.

betel, n., the leaf of the pepper called Piper betel.

— Port, betel, betle, betre, fr. Malayal. vettila,

fr. vera ila, 'simple leaf.

beth, n., name of the 2nd letter of the Hebrew

alphabet. — Heb. beth, Ut. 'house'; so called

in allusion to the ancient Hebrew form of this

letter. See bethel and cp. beta,

bethel, n., a house of worship. — Heb. beth El,

'the house of God'. Beth is the state construct

of bdyith, 'house', and rel. to Aram, baythd,

bethd, Ugar. bt, Arab, bayt, Akkad. bltu,

'house'; cp. beth, beta. Cp. also Basque haita,

'house'. For the second element see El. Cp.

baetulus, baetyl.

Bethesda, n., a pool at Jerusalem; a chapel. —
Gk. BYja^etrSot, fr. Aram, beth hesdd, 'house of

mercy'. See bethel and Hasidim and cp. beth,

beta,

bethink, reflex, v. — ME. bethenchen, fr. OE.

bepencan, 'to consider", formed fr. be- and pen-

can, 'to think'. See think and cp. Du. and G.

bedenken.

betide, intr. and tr. v. — ME. hetiden, formed fr.

be- and tiden, 'to happen', fr. OE. tidan. See

tide.

betimes, adv. — Formed fr. be- and adv. gen. of

OE. tlma, 'time'. See time and -s.

betoken, tr. v. — ME. betacnien, fr. be- and OE.

tacnian, 'to signify, betoken', for tacn, 'sign,

token'. See token.

Derivative : betoken-er, n.

beton, n.,akind of concrete. — F., fr. L. bitumen,

'mineral pitch', later used in the sense of 'mud,

sand'. See bitumen.

Betonica, n., a genus of plants of the mint family

{bot.) — L. betonica, 'bettony'. See next word.

betony, n., a plant of the genus Betonica. — F.

betoine, fr. L. betonica, var. of vettonica, named

from thfe VettSnes, VectOnes (pi.), a tribe living

near the Tagus (now Tajo) in Lusitania (now

Portugal). VectOnes is prob. a derivative of ve-

here, 'to draw, carry', and lit. means 'carriers'.

See vehicle.

betray, tr. v. — ME. betraien, a hybrid corned

fr. be- and OF. trair (F. trahir), 'to betray',

which was formed—with change of conju-

gation—fr. L. tradere. Cp. It. tradire, OProv-

en?. trair, 'to betray*, and see tradition. Cp. al-

so traitor, treason.

Derivatives: betray-al, n., betray-er, n., betrav-

ment, n.
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betroth, tr. v. — ME. betreuthen. See be- and

troth, truth.

Derivatives : betrolh-al, n.,betroth-ed, adj. andn.

better, adj.— ME. bettere, bettre (adj.), bet (adv.),

fr. OE. betera (adj.), bet (adv.), rel. to ON. betri

(adj.), betr (adv.), Dan. bedre, Swed. battre, Du.

beter (adj. and adv.), OHG. bessiro (adj.), ba3

(adv.) G. besser (adj. and adv.), Goth, batiza

(adj.) See best and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: better, v. (q.v.), better, adv. andn.,

better-ing, n., better-ment, n.

better, tr. and intr. v. — OE. beterian, fr. betera,

'better'. See better, adj.

better, n., one who bets. — Formed fr. bet with

agential sutf. -er.

betty, n., flask of oil; crowbar, etc. — From
Betty, pet name of Elizabeth.

Betula, n., the genus of the birches (60/.) — L.

betula, betulla, 'birch tree', fr. Gaulish betu-,

'bitumen' (found in PN.s); cp. Mir. beithe,

'box tree', W. bedwen, 'birch tree'. According

to Pliny the birch tree was called betu-la, i.e.

'bitumen tree', because the Gauls extracted tar

from it ; see bitumen.

between, prep, and adv. — ME. bitweonen, bi-

twenen, bitwene. fr. OE. betweonum, fr. be-, 'by',

and tweonum, dative pi. of tweon, 'double,

twain', which is rel. to Goth, tweihnai, 'two

each', fr. twa, 'two'. See be-, twain, two, and

cp. next word.

betwixt, prep, and adv. — ME. betwixe, fr. OE.

betweox, betweohs, betwux, betwyx, fr. pref. be-,

'by', and a form of twd, 'two'; cp. OHG. zwisk,

zwiski, MHG. zwisc, 'twofold', OS. twisk, 'be-

tween', Du. tussen, G. zwischen, of s.m. See

between. For the final -t cp. against, amongst,

etc.

Beulah, fem. FN.— Heb. b^'iild^, 'married wom-
an', fern. pp. of ba'dl, 'he married', rel. to bd^al,

'lord, ruler, husband'. See Baal.

beurre, n., butter.— F., 'butter', fr. earlier burre,

fr. L. butyrum, fr. Gk. Pouxupov. See butter.

beurre, n., any kind of pear with soft flesh. — F.,

pp. of beurrer, 'to butter', fr. beurre, 'butter'.

See prec. word.

bevel, n., inclination of a surface. — OF. *baivet

(whence F. beveaii, biveau), 'bevel rule', fr. OF.

baif, 'with an open mouth", fr. baer, beer, 'to

gape'. See bay, 'part in the wall', and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: bevel, tr. v. bevel{l)-ed, adj., be-

vel(l)-er, n.

beverage, n. — OF. bevrage, bovrage (F. breu-

vage), fr. beivre, boivre (F. boire), 'to drink', fr.

L. bibere. See bibulous and -age and cp. bevy,

abreuvoir.

bevue, n., error, blunder. — F. bevue, 'blunder,

mistake, slip', fr. OF. bes-viie, lit. 'an erroneous

vue', fr. pejorative pref. bes-, which derives fr.

L. bis, 'twice' (see bis-; for sense development cp.

OF. bes-torne, 'badly turned', lit. 'twice turned'),

and fr. vue, 'sight', prop. fem. pp. of voir, 'to

see', fr. L. videre, 'to see'. See vision and cp.

words there referred to.

bevy, n., i) a flock of birds; 2) a company, esp. of

women. — F. bevee, 'a flock of larks or quails',

fr. It. beva. The orig. meaning was prob. 'a com-

pany of drinking birds', fr. It. bevere, 'to drink",

fr. L. bibere. See bibulous and cp. prec. word.

bewail, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and wail.

beware, intr. and tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and

ware, adj.

bewilder, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and wilder.

Derivatives: bewilder-ed, adj., bewilder-ed-ly,

adv., bewilder-ed-ness, n., bewilder-ing, adj., be-

wilder-ing-ly, adv.

bewitch, tr. v. — Formed fr. be- and witch.

Derivatives: bewitch-ed, adj., bewitch-ing, adj.,

bewitch-ing-ly, adv.

bewray, tr. v., to reveal, divulge {archaic) —
ME. bewreien, bewreyen, 'to reveal', fr. be- and

OE. wregan, 'to accuse', which is rel. to OS.

wrogian, OFris. wrogia, OHG. ruogen, MHG.
riiegen, 'to accuse', G. riigen, 'to censure', Goth.

wrohjan, 'to accuse', ON. negja, 'to slander, de-

fame', Du. wroegen, 'to prick' (said of con-

science), OE., OS. wroht, OFris. wrogie, MHG.
ruoge, riiege, Goth, wrohs, 'accusation'. G. Riige,

'censure', ON. rog, 'quarrel, slander'.

bey, n., i) governor of a district in Turkey; 2) a

Turkish title of honor. — Osmanli equivalent

of Turk. beg. Cp. beg, 'bey', begum.

beylic, beylik, n. — Turk., formed fr. bey and

-lik, a suff". expressing quality. Cp. pashalik.

beyond, adv. and prep. — ME. biyeonde, biyonde,

fr. OE. begeondan, 'beyond', fr. be- and geond,

'yond, yonder'. See yon, yond, yonder.

Derivative: beyond, n.

bezant, n., a gold coin. — Orig. 'coin of Byzan-

tium', fr. OF. besan, besant, fr. L. byzantiiis.

short for Byzantius nummus, 'Byzantine coin".

See Byzantine.

bezel, n., a sloping edge. — OF. bezel (F. biseau),

'a sloping edge, bevel, prob. orig. meaning 'a

stone with two angles' ; fr. VL. *bis-dlus, 'hav-

ing two angles', fr. L. bis, 'twice', and dla, 'wing,

side'. See bis- and ala.

bezesteen, n., a bazaar. — Pers. bezestdn, formed

fr. bez (whence Arab, bazz), 'flax, linen clothes",

and -Stan, a sufT. denoting place, which is rel.

to Avestic stdna- (in compounds), 'place', lit.

'a place where to stand'. See Hindustani.

bezetta, bezette, n., a dyeing material made by

dipping linen rags into certain coloring matters.

— It. pezzetta, dimin. of pezza, 'piece of cloth",

a word of Gaulish origin. See piece and -ette.

bezique, n., a card game. — F. besigue, of un-

known origin.

bezoar, n., orig. a term for antidote; later used

for ooncoclions found in the stomach or in-

testines of certain animals and thought to ha\ e

antidotal properties. — F. bezoard, fr. Sp. be-

zoar (cp. Port, bezuar), fr. Arab, bddizdhr, often

shortened into bazdhr (see Freytag, Lexicon

I

Arabico-Latinum, I, 79a and b), ult. fr. Pers.

bddzahr, pddzahr, 'counterpoison, bezoar stone',

lit. 'protecting (against) poison', fr. pad, 'pro-

tecting, guarding; guardian, lord, master', and

zahr, 'poison'. For the first element see padi-

shah. The second element is rel. to Pers. zehre,

'gall, bile', Pahlavi zahr, 'poison', Avestic zdra-,

'gall, bile', and cogn. with Gk. x°^'h^ 'gall, bile'.

See choler.

bezonian, n., knave, rascal. — Formed with suff.

-ian, fr. It. bisogno, 'want, need', which is rel. to

F. besogne, 'work, task, job', besoin, 'want,

need', OProven^. bezonh, 'want', bezonha, 'want,

work, task'. These words prob. derive fr. Fran-

kish *bisiinma, which is formed fr. bi-, 'by', be-

side' (see be-), and *siinnia (rel. to OS. sunned),

'care', whence Olt. sogna, F. soin, OProven?.

sonh, sonha, 'care'. See Dauzat, DELF., p. 85

s.v. besogne.

bezzle, tr. v., to plunder, consume; intr. v., to

revel (dial. English). — OF. besillier, 'to tor-

ment', freq. of heser, 'to be scared, be startled'

(said of cows stung by gadflies), fr. OHG. 6(5-

jan, 'to bite, sting"; see bite and cp. embezzle.

See R. Grandsaignes d'Hauterive, Dictionnaire

d'ancien frangais, Paris, 1947, p. 62 s.v. besillier.

bezzo, n., name of a small Venetian silver coin. —
It., fr. G. Batz, Batzen, name of a small Swiss

coin, orig. meaning 'a thick piece', and rel. to

the verb batzen, 'to be sticky, be adhesive'. See

batz.

Bhaga, n., a god of wealth (Vedic mythol.) —
01. Bhdgah, lit. 'allotter, distributer, master,

lord', fr. bhdjati, 'assigns, allots, apportions, en-

joys, loves', rel. to Avestic ba^/a, OPers. baga,

'master, lord, god'. See baksheesh and cp. next

word. Cp. also pagoda.

Bhagavad-Gita, the celebrated dialogue between

Krishna and Arjuna inserted in the Maha-
bharata. — OI. Bhdgavadgita, 'the song of the

Sublime One', compounded of Bhaga, suff.

-vant (corresponding to Gk. -fevT-, -evt-) and

gi-td, 'song', prop. fem. pp. of gdyale, 'sings,

calls', from the l.-E. imitative base *gd-, *gi-,

whence also Avestic gd&d, Pers. gdh, 'song",

Lith. giedoti, 'to sing", giesme, 'song', Lett.

diesma, 'song'.

bhang, n., the Indian hemp. — Hind, bhang, fr.

01. hhangd, 'hemp', which is cogn. with Russ.

penika (whence Pol. pienka), 'hemp'.

bhat, n., i) a bard; 2) a title of respect. — Hind.

bhdt, fr. 01. bhatfah, a title, prob. rel. to bhart-

rih, 'bearer, supporter, master', from the stem

of bhdrati, 'he bears', fr. I.-E. base *bher-, 'to

bear, carry". See bear, to carry".

bhava, n., becoming, birth, origin, world, health.

— 01. bhavdh, rel. to bhavitram, 'world', bhOmih,

bhOman-, 'earth, world', from the stem of bhd-

vati, 'becomes, happens', fr. l.-E. base *bheu-,

*bhu-, 'to be, exist', whence also Gk. 9'!)e'-v, 'to

make to grow', iputrii;, 'nature', L. fid, '1 be-

come', /«!, '1 have been', OE. beon, 'to be'. See

be and words there referred to and cp. esp.

Bhumi Devi, bhut

bheesty, n., a water carrier. — Hind, bhisti. fr.

Pers. bihlsti, 'one from Paradise', fr. bihist,

'Paradise', which is rel. to Avestic vahishta-,

Pahlavi vahisht, OI. vdsisthah, 'best'.

Bhrigu, n., one of the aerial class of gods in Vedic

mythology. — OI. Bhfgul), lit. 'shining, re-

splendent', rel. to bhrdjate, 'shines', fr. I.-E. base

*bhleg-, 'to shine', whence also Gk. tpXeysiv,

'to burn', qjXo^, gen. 9X0Y6C, 'flame of fire", L.

flagrdre, 'to burn'. See flagrant and cp. phlegm.

Bhumi Devi, the earth goddess in Hindu myth-

ology.—-OI. bhdmHi, 'earth', and devf, 'goddess'.

For the etymology of the first word see bhava,

for that of the second see Devi.

bhut, n., a demon, a ghost. — Hind. bhQt, fr. OI.

bhutdh, lit. 'a being, creature', rel. to bhfimih,

bhaman-, 'earth, world'. See bhava.

bi-, pref meaning 'two'.— L. bi-, 'twice, double',

fr. bis, 'twice', cogn. with. OI. dvi-, Gk. Si-

(for S.^L-), OE. twi-, 'twice, double'. See bis and

cp. di-, 'two', dis-, twi-, two. Cp. also binary,

combine, barouche, breba.

biangular, adj., having two angles. — Formed fr.

bi- and angular.

biannual, adj., occurring twice a year. — Formed

fr. bi- and annual.

Derivative: biannual-ly, adv.

Bianca, fem. PN. — It., prop. fem. of bianco

'white', rel. to F. blunc, fem. blanche, 'white'.

See blank and cp. Blanch.

bias, n., 1) slant; 2) prejudice. — F. hiais, 'slope,

obliquity, bias', prob. fr. OProveng. biais, which

prob. derives fr. Gk. STrtKapaioi;, 'slanting,

oblique" [through the medium of VL. *(e)bigus-

sius\. Gk. ETTiKapOTO!; is formed fr. erri, 'at,

upon" (see epi-), and xsp, 'head", which is rel.

to xipa, 'head'. Sec carotid.

Derivative: bias, tr.v.

biaxial, adj., having two axes. — Formed fr. bl-

and axial.

bib, n., a piece of linen, worn by children over the

breast. — Prob. fr. bib, 'to drink' Cp. biberon.

bib, tr. and intr. v. to drink. — L. bibere. 'to

drink'. See bibulous and cp. imbibe.

Derivatives : bibb-er, n., bibb-ing, n.

biberon, n., infant's feeding bottle. — F., fr. L.

bibere, 'to drink'. See bibulous and cp. bib,

'piece of linen'.

bibitory, adj., pertaining to drinking (rare). —
ModL. bibitdrius, fr. Late L. bibiror, 'drinker,

toper', fr. bibere, 'to drink'. See bibulous and

-cry.

Bible, n. — ME. bible, fr. OF. (- F.) bible, fr. L.

biblia, fr. Gk. pipxia, 'collection of writings',

pi. of j3ifiXCov, 'paper, scroll, book'. This is the

dimin. of l^i^Xoc,, pu?Xo?, 'the inner bark of

papyrus; book', fr. B'JpXcK;, Greek name of the

famous Phoen transit port, whence the Greeks

obtained the Egyptian papyrus, Gk. BujSXoi; has

been assimilated fr. G'bhdl, the Heb.-Phoen.
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name of the city (lit. 'frontier town'; cp. Heb.
g^bhul, 'frontier, boundary', Arab.jdbal, 'moun-
tain', and see javali). Cp. Jubayl, the actual

Arabic name of ancient Gebhal. (Jubayl prop.

is a dimin. formed from the original name of the

city.) For the sense development of Bible fr.

Byblos cp. parchment.

Biblic, adj., BibUcal. — See next word.

Biblical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

ML. biblicus, fr. L. biblia. See Bible.

Derivative: Biblical-ly, adv.

biblico-, combining form meaning 'Biblical'. —
Fr. ML. biblicus. See prec. word,

biblio-, combining form, meaning 'book'.— Gk.
PipXto-, fr. ^tpxtov, dimin. of ptpXoi;, 'book'. See

Bible,

bibliographer, n. — Formed with agential suff. -er

fr. Gk. pt-PXioypacpo?, 'writer of books, trans-

criber, copyist'. See next word.

bibliography, n. — Gk. pipXioYpa9ta, 'writing of

books', compounded of PipXtov, 'little book',

and -Ypa9ia, fr. Ypix9Eiv, 'to write'. See biblio-

and -graphy.

Derivatives : bibliograph-ic, bibliograph-ic-al,

adjs., bibliograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

bibliolater, n., a worshiper of books. — See next

word and -later.

Derivative: bihliolatr-ous, adj.

biblioiatry, n., worship of books; worship of the

Bible. — Compounded of biblio- and Gk.
-XaTpeia, -Xaxpta, fr. Xa-rpeta, 'hired labor, wor-

ship'. See -latry.

bibliomancy, n., divination by opening a book,

esp. by opening the Bible. — Compounded of

biblio- and Gk. [xavTeta, 'oracle, divination'.

See -mancy.

biblomania, n., book madness. — Compounded
of biblio- and Gk. [xavia, 'madness, frenzy'. See

-mania,

biblomaniac, adj. — Compounded of biblio- and

ML. maniacus, 'maniac'. See maniac,

bibliophil, bibliophile, n. a lover of books. — F.

bibliophile, 'lover of books', compounded of

biblio- and Gk. 91X0;, 'friend'. See -phil.

Derivatives: bibliophil-ic, adj., bibliophil-ism, n.,

bibliophil-ist , n., bibliophil-y , n.

bibliopole, n., bookseller. — L. bibliopola, fr. Gk.

^i'^\ior.(^'kr^q, 'bookseller', which is compounded
of pipXtov, 'book' (see biblio-), and TZbikT\<;,

'merchant, seller', which derives fr. I.-E. base

*pel-, 'to sell, purchase, barter, gain'. See

monopoly,

bibliotheca, n., a library. — L. bibliotheca, fr.

Gk. BiSXio&TjxTj, lit. 'a case for books', which

is compounded of pipxiov, 'book', ^tixt], 'case,

chest, sheath'. See biblio- and theca.

Derivative: bibliothec-al, adj.

bibliothecary, n., a librarian — L. bibliothecdrius,

fr. bibliotheca. See prec. word and subst. suff.

-ary.

Derivative: bibliothecar-ial, adj.

bibulous, adj., fond of drink; spongy. — L. bi-
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bulus, 'drinking readily', fr. bibere 'to drink',

assimilated fr. *pibere, which is cogn., with Ol.

pibati, 'drinks', Olr. if, 'drink!', OW. iben, 'we

drink'; from the reduplication of I.-E. base *pi-,

*pd(i)-, 'to drink', whence OI. pdti, 'drinks',

pdydyati,pdyate, 'gives to Armk.\ pinam, 'bev-

erage'. Arm. ^mpem, 'I drink', Gk. vrfveiv, 'to

drink', ttoctii;, 'a drink', 7t6toi;, 'a drinking, a

drinking bout', L. pdtdre, 'to drink', polio, 'a

draft, drink', OSlav. pijg, piti, 'to drink'. See

potion and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

abreuToir, beverage, bevy, bib, 'to drink', bib,

'piece of cloth', biberon, imbibe, imbrue. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: bibulous-ly, adv., bibulous-ness, n.

bicameral, adj. having two chambers (said of

legislative bodies). — Formed fr. bi-, camera

and adj. suff. -al.

bicarbonate, n. {chem.) — Formed fr. bi- and

carbonate,

bice, n., blue or green pigment. — F. bis, 'brown,

tawny', rel. to OProven?. bis, It. bigio; of un-

known origin.

bicentenary, adj., pertaining to a period of two

hundred years; n., a bicentennial. — Formed

fr. bi- and centenary,

bicentennial, adj., i) occurring every two hundred

years; 2) lasting for two hundred years; n., the

two hundredth anniversary or its celebration.—
Formed fr. bi- and centennial,

bicephalous, adj., two-headed.— A hybrid coined

fr. bi-, a pref. of Latin origin, Gk. y.t<faX-l),

'head' (see cephalic), and -ous, a suff. of Latin

origin.

biceps, n., name of various two-headed muscles,

esp. of that on the upper arm {anat.)— L., 'two-

headed', fr. bi-, 'twice, two' and caput, 'head'.

See bi- and capital, adj. For the change of Latin

(J (in caput) to e (in bi-ceps) see accent and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. bicipital, triceps,

quadriceps.

bicbir, n., a fish (Polypterus bichir). — A name of

Arabic origin, introduced into zoolog. nomen-

clature by the French naturalist Geoffrey Saint-

Hilaire (1772-1844).

bichloride, n. (chem.) — Formed fr. bi- and

chloride.

bicbo, n., the chigger. — Sp., 'animal, small ani-

mal', fr. VL. bestius, fr. L. bestia, 'beast'. See

beast,

bicipital, adj
.
, having two heads (anat.)— Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. biceps, gen. bicipitis.

See biceps,

bicker, intr. v., to squabble, quarrel. — ME. bi-

keren, of uncertain origin; possibly formed with

suff. -er fr. base *bik-, a collateral form of *pik-,

whence the verb pick.

bickcS', n. — Scot, form of beaker,

bicuspid, adj., having two points. — Formed fr.

bi- and L. cuspis, gen. cuspidis, 'point'. See cusp

and cp. tricuspid,

bicycle, n. — P., lit. 'two-wheel', a hybrid coined
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fr. the L. pref. bi- and Gk. xiixXoq, 'a wheel'.

See cycle.

Derivatives: bicycle, intr. v., bicycl-ing, n., bi-

cycl-ism, n., bicycl-ist, n.

bid, tr. and intr. v. — Prob. a blend of ME. bid-

den (fr. OE. biddari), 'to ask', and ME. beden

(fr. OE. beodari) 'to announce, proclaim, offer'.

OE. biddan is rel. to ON. bidja, OS. biddjan,

OHG., MHG., G. bitten, Goth, bidjan, 'to ask",

and to E. bead, and stands in gradational rela-

tionship to OE. bxdan, ON. beida, OHG. beiten,

Goth, baidjan, 'to command, force, compel'. AU
thesewordsderivefr.I.-E.base *bheidh-, *bhidh-,

'to persuade, compel; to trust', whence also Gk.
jiEiS^Eiv, 'to persuade', moTii; (for *7ri-&-CTTii;),

'faith', L. fidere, 'to trust, confide in', foedus,

'compact treaty'. Alb. be (for *bhoidhd), 'oath',

OSlav. bSda (for *bhoidha), 'need', bezdg, bediti,

'to compel, incite'. Cp. bide, faith, fidelity, pis-

fology.— OE. beodan is rel. to ON. bjoda, OHG.
biotan, MHG., G. bieten, 'to offer', OE. on-

beodan, OS. an-biodan, OHG. in-biotan, Goth.

ana-biudan, 'to order, command', OE. forbeo-

dan, Goth, faur-biudan, 'to forbid', fr. I.-E.

base *bheudh-, 'to offer, present', whence also

01. bodhati, budhyate, 'is awake, is watchful, ob-

serves, understands', buddhdh, 'awakened, en-

lightened', Gk. TTEU^eaS^ai, Ttuvi^avEaS^at, 'to

learn by inquiry', OSlav. bljudg, bljusti, 'to ob-

serve', bHidg, badeti, 'to be awake', buzdg, bu-

diti, 'to awake', bUdrii, 'watchful', Lith. budeti,

'10 be awake', Lett. budrHs, 'watchful', Lith.

baudiiu, baUsti, 'to chastise', Olr. buide,

'contentment, thanks', ro-bud, 'a warning'. Cp.

beadle, bode, forbid, Buddba.

Derivatives: bid, n., bidd-able, adj., bidd-er, n.,

bidd-ing, n.

bidden, pp. of bid.

Biddy, fem. FN. — Pet form of Bridget (q.v.)

biddy, n., an Irish maid. — From prec. word.

bide, intr. and tr. v. — ME. biden, fr. OE. btdan,

'to remain, continue, wait', rel. to ON. bida,

OFris. bidia, OHG. bitan, Goth, beidan, 'to

wait' and cogn. with Gk. TretS^etv, 'to persuade',

L. fidere, 'to trust, confide in'. See bid and cp.

abide.

Bidens, n., a genus of plants of the thistle family

(6or.) — ModL., fr. L. bidens, 'two-toothed'.

See next word.

bident, n., an instrument with two prongs. — L.

bidens, gen. -entis, 'two-pronged', formed fr. bl-

and dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth'. See dent and cp.

prec. word.

bidree, bidry, also biddery, n., an alloy of tin,

zinc and copper. — Hind, bidri, from Bidar, a
town in India.

Biedermeier, adj. — After Gottlieb Biedermeier,

the imaginary author of poems written by Lud-
wig Eichrodt (1827-92).

biennial, adj., lasting for two years; occurring

every two years; n., a plant living for two years.

— Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. biennium.

'space of two years', fr. bi- and annus, 'year'.

See annual and cp. words there referred to. For
the change of Latin a (in annus) to e (in bi-

ennium) see accent and cp. words there refer-

red to.

bienseance, n., propriety. — F., lit. 'well-becom-

ingness', fr. biensiant, 'weU-becoming', fr. bien

(fr. L. bene), 'well', and scant, pres. part, of

seoir, 'to sit', fr. L. sedere. See bene-, sedentary

and -ce.

bier, n. — ME. bere, fr. OE. bxr, rel. to OS.,

OHG. bara, ON. barar (pi.), OFris. bere, MLG.,
MDu., MHG. bare, Du. boar, G. Bahre, 'bier',

fr. I.-E. *bher-, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to

carry', and words there referred to and cp. esp.

barrow, 'handcart'. E. bier was influenced in

form by F. bi&re, 'bier'.

biire, n., beer. — F., fr. Du. bier, which is rel. to

ON. bjorr, OE. bear. See beer.

brfarious, adj., i) twofold (rare); 2) arranged in

two rows (60/.)— L. bifdrius, 'twofold, double',

prob. orig. meaning 'that which can be expres-

sed in two ways', and compounded of bi- and

fas in the sense of 'utterance, expression, mani-

festation', which is rel. to fdri, 'to speak, say'.

See fame and cp. fasti, fate. Cp. also multifar-

ious, nefarious, omnifarious, trifarious. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

biff, v., to strike; n., a blow. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. buff, 'a blow'.

biffin, also beefin, n. — Variants of orig. beefing,

fr. beef; so called from the color of this variety

of apple.

bifid, adj., split into two equal parts. — L. bi-

fidus, 'split into two parts', fr. bi- and fid-, the

stem of findere (pp. fissus), 'to split'. See fissile

and cp. trifid, quadrifid, multifid.

bifocal, adj. having two foci. — Formed fr. bl-

and focal.

bifoliate, adj., having two leaves (bol.)— Formed
fr. bi- and foliate.

bifurcate, adj., divided into two branches.— ML.
bifurcdtus. See bi- and furcate.

bifurcate, tr. and intr. v., to divide into two

branches. — See prec. word,.

Derivatives: bifurcat-ed, adj., bifurcat-ion, n.

big, adj. — ME. bigge, big, of uncertain origin.

big, bigg, tr. v., to build. — ME. biggen, fr. ON.
byggja, 'to build; to dwell in', which is rel.

to bHa, 'to dwell'. See be and cp. boor, booth.

biga.n., a two-horsed chariot (Roman antiquities).

— L. bigae (pi.), contraction of *bi-Jugae, lit.

'two (horses) yoked together', compounded of

bi-, 'twice' and jugum, 'yoke'. See bi- and yoke

and cp. join.

bigame, n., a bigamist (obsol.) — OF., fr. ML. bi-

gamus (corresponding to Gk. Siyaixo^), 'twice

married', a hybrid coined fr. L. pref. bi- and

Gk. -ya\i.oz, fr. foi^LOC,. See next word.

bigamy, n., the state of having two wives or two
husbands at the same time. — OF. (= F.) bi-

gamie, fr. bigame (see bigame), fr. Eccles. L.



bigarreau

bigamia, a hybrid coined fr. L. bi- and Gk.

ya.\j.QC,, 'wedding, marriage', which is rel. to

ya(j.erv, 'to talce to wife, to marry', Ya[i.pp6i;,

'son-in-law, brother-in-iaw, father-in-law', fr.

I.-E. base *gem(e)-, 'to marry', whence also OI.

jdmih, 'brother, sister', yama, 'daughter-in-law',

jdma-tar, Avestic zawa-rar, 'son-in-law', L.^ene/'

(for *gemer), 'son-in-law' (for the change of m
to n see gener). Cp. Gamelion, gamete, gamo-,

-gamy. For the difference in meaning between

bigamy and digamy see digamy.

Derivatives: bigam-ist, n., bigam-ous, adj. bi-

gam-ous-ly, adv.

bigarreau, n. , a variety of cherry.— F., fr. bigarre,

'variegated', fr. OF. garre 'variegated', which is

of uncertain origin; so called from its color.

Big Ben, name of the bell attached to the clock

at Westminster. — Named after Sir Benjamin

Hall, first commissioner of works, under whose

supervision the bell was cast. For Ben, dimin.

of Benjamin, see Ben.

bigg, big, n., the four-rowed barley (dial.)— ME.
big, bigge, fr. ON. bygg, 'barley', rel. to OE.

beow, 'grain, barley', OS. beo, bewod, 'harvest'.

biggin, n., cap, hood. — F. beguin, fr. beguine,

name of the members of certain lay sisterhoods

(see Beguine); so called from caps originally

worn by them.

biggin, n., a coffee percolator. — So called from

the name of its inventor.

bight, n., i) a bending; 2) a loop in a rope; 3) a

bay.— ME., fr. OE. byht, 'a bend', rel. to MLG.
bucht (whence G. Bucht, Du. bocht, Dan., Swed.

/ju^Af, 'bight, bay'); prop, abstract nouns formed

fr. OE. biigan, resp. MLG. bOgen, 'to bend'.

See bow, 'to bend', and cp. obsol. E. bought,

'a bend, turn, curvature'.

Derivative: bighl, tr. v.

Bignonia, n., a genus of vines {bot.) — ModL.,

named by the botanist Tourneforl after his friend

Ihe Abbe Jean-Paul Bignon (1662-1723),

librarian at the court of Louis XV. For the

ending see suflf. -ia.

Bignoniaceae, n.pl., the Bignonia family {bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with sufT. -aceae.

bignoniaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

bigot, n. — F. bigot, 'over-devout', of uncertain

origin. It possibly derives fr. Sp. hombre de bi-

gotes, 'a man wearing mustaches', whence 'a

man of a serious, solemn cast of mind'.

Derivatives: bigot-ed, adj., bigot-ry, n.

bijou, n. — F., 'jewel, gem', fr. Bret, bizou, 'finger

ring', fr. biz, 'finger".

bijouterie, n., articles of jewelry. — See bijou

and -ery.

bike, n. and v. — Colloq. abbreviation of bicycle,

bilth, bish, n., aconite poison {Anglo-lnd.) —
Hind., fr. OL vifdm, 'poison", which is cogn.

with Gk. fo? (for 'fiaos;), L. virus (for *visos),

'poison'. See virus,

bilabial, adj., formed with both lips. — Lit. 'made

with both lips', fr. bi- and labiaL

172

bilabiate, adj., having two lips. — Formed fr.

bi- and labiate,

bilateral, adj., having two sides. — Formed fr.

bi- and lateral.

Derivatives: bilateral-ily, n., bilater-al-ly, adv.,

bilaleral-ness, n.

bilberry, n. — Dan. bellebxr, lit. 'ball berry'. See

ball, 'a round body', and berry,

bilbo, n., a kind of sword.— Sp., fr. Bilbao, town

in Spain. For sense development cp. bayonet,

Toledo.

bildar, n., an excavator, digger (Anglo-lnd.) —
Hind., fr. Pers. belddr, 'a spade wielder'.

bile, n. — F., fr. L. bilis [for *bis{t)-lis], 'gall,

bile', which is cogn. with W. bustl, OCo.

bistel, Bret, bestl, 'gall'. Cp. biliary, bilious, and

the second element in atrabiliary.

bilge, n. — A var. of bulge.

Bilharzia, n., a genus of worms, parasitic in the

blood (zool.) — ModL., named, at the sugges-

tion of the English biologist T.S.Cobbold, after

the German physician Theodor Bilharz, dis-

coverer of this parasite. For the ending see

suff. -ia.

Derivatives: bilharzi-al, bilharz-ic, adjs., bil-

harzi-asis, n.

bill-, combining form denoting the bile. — L.

biti; fr. bilis, 'bile'. See bile,

biliary, adj., pertaining to the bile; bilious. —
F. biliaire, 'pertaining to the bile', fr. L. bilis.

See bile and adj. suff. -ary.

biliate, tr. v., to treat with bile. — Formed with

verbal suff. -ate fr. L. bilis, 'bile'. See bile.

Derivative : biliat-ion, n.

bilinear, adj., of, or pertaining to, two lines. —
Formed fr. bi- and L. linea, 'line'. See linear,

bilingual, adj. — Lit. 'of two languages'. See bl-

and lingual.

bilious, adj., i) related to, or caused by the bile;

2) peevish. — F. bitieux, fr. L. biliosus, 'per-

taining to the bile', fr. bilis. See bile and -ous.

Derivatives: bilious-ly, adv., bilious-ness, n.

bilk, tr. v., to balk, deceive. — Prob. a var. of

balk, 'to hinder'.

Derivatives: bilk, n., a bilking; a sv.indler, bilk-

er, n., bilk-ing, n.

bill, n., an ancient weapon; a halberd. — ME.

bil, fr. OE. bill, 'sword, chopping tool', rel. to

OS. bil, 'sword', MDu. bile, Du. bijl, OHG.
blhal, MHG. bihel, later bil, G. Beil, ON. bilda.

'hatchet', ON. bildr, 'instrument for letting

blood', fr. I.-E. base *bhei-, 'to cut', whence

also Arm. bir, 'cudgel', Gk. (fizpoi;, 'block of

wood, log', OSlav. biti, 'to strike', bici, 'whip",

Russ. bilo, 'mallet', Olr. biail, 'ax', benim (for

*bhinami, '1 cut, strike'. Cp. bill, 'beak'. Cp.

also boyar. For *bheid-, a -(/-enlargement of base

*bhe*-, see bite and cp. words there referred to.

bill, n., document. — ME. bille, fr. AF. bille, fr.

Ang!o-L. bitla, fr. ML. bulla, 'seal affixed to a

document, sealed document, document', fr. L.

bulla, 'bubble, boss, knob', later 'seal', fr. *bu-I-,
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an -/-enlargement of the I.-E. imitative base
*/>«-, 'to blow; to swell'. See buccal and cp.

billet, 'note', boil, v., bolas, boule, 'a game',

budge, bulb, bull, 'edict', bullet, bulletin.

Derivative: bill, tr. v., to make out a bill; to

announce by bills.

bill, n., beak. — ME. bille, fr. OE. bile, 'beak',

rel. to OE. bill, 'sword, chopping tool'. See

bill, 'halberd'.

Derivative: bill, intr. v., to touch bills; to caress.

billet, n., document, note. — F. billet, fr. OF.
billette, which is a blend oi bille, 'ball', and OF.
bullette, dimin. of bulle, 'bill', fr. L. bulla. See

biU, 'document'. Cp. also habiliment.

Derivative: billet, tr.v.

billet, n., stick, log. — OF. billete (whence, with

change of suff., F. billot), dimin. of bille, 'block

of wood', fr. VL. bilia, a word of Gaulish origin.

Cp. Ir. bile, 'tree trunk'. Cp. also billiards, bil-

lon, bullion.

billet-doux, n., love letter. — F., lit. 'sweet note',

fr. billet, 'document, note', and doux, 'sweet',

fr. L. dulcis, of s.m. See billet, 'document', and
dulcet.

billiards, n. — F. billard, first denoting 'a bent

stick', then 'a stick to push balls' (whence its

modern sense), from bille, 'log'. See billet,

'stick, log'.

billingsgate, n., abusive, blasphemous language.

— Prop, 'the language used at Billingsgate', fish-

market in London.

billion, n., i) lit. (and still so in England and Ger-

many) a million millions, (i.e. i followed by 1

2

zeros); 2) in the United States and France, a

thousand millions (i.e. i followed by 9 zeros). —

•

F., a hybrid formed on analogy of million (q.v.)

fr. L. pref. bi-, fr. bis, 'twice'. See bi- and cp.

trillion, quadrillion, quintillion, sextillion, sep-

tillion, octillion, nonillion, decillion, centillion.

Derivatives: billionaire (q.v.), billion-th, adj.

and n.

billionaire, n. — Formed fr. billion on analogy of

millionaire.

billon, n., an alloy of silver with a preponderating

amount of copper. — F., 'lump', fr. bille, 'block

of wood'; prop, a variant of bullion (q.v.)

billow, n. — Fr. ON. bylgja, 'billow', rel. to

.MHG. bulge, 'billow, bag', fr. Teut. base *belg-,

'to swell'. Accordingly billow lit. means 'any-

thing swelling', whence 'a swelling wave'. See

belly and cp. bolster.

Derivative; billow-y, adj.

billy, n. — In all its senses : fr. Billv, pet form of

William.

billycock, n. — Altered fr. bully-cocked (hat),

which lit. means 'cocked as hats worn by bul-

lies'. See bully and cock.

bilobate, adj., having two lobes. — Formed fr.

bi-, Gk. Xop^c, 'lobe of the ear' (see lobe), and
adj. suff. -ate.

biltong, n., sundried meat (S. African). — S.

African Du., compounded of Du. bil, 'rump'.

and tong, 'tongue' (see tongue); so called because

the strips are tongue-shaped.

bimanal, bimanous, adj., having two hands (zool.)

— Formed fr. bi-, L. manus, 'hand' (see manual),

and adj. suff. -al, resp. -ous.

bimastism, n., condition of having two mammae
(anat.) — A hybrid coined fr. L. pref. bi-, Gk.

(xaCTToi;, 'mamma', and Gk. suff. -icsfxo;;. See bi-,

masto- and -ism.

bimbashee, n., a Turkish mihtary officer.— Turk.

bing-bdshi, lit. 'head of a thousand'. The second

element of this word forms the first element of

the compound bashi-bazouk (q.v.)

bimestrial, adj., bimonthly. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. bimenstris, bimestris, 'lasting two

months', fr. bi- and mensis, 'month'. Cp. L.

menstruus, 'pertaining to a month, monthly",

intermenstris, intermestris, 'between two months"

,

and see month. Cp. also menses.

bimetallic, adj., i) composed of, or pertaining to,

two metals; 2) pertaining to, or based upon,

bimetallism. — F. bim^tallique, coined by the

Italian economist Enrico Cernuschi (1821-96)

in 1869 fr. pref. bi- and metallique, 'metallic".

See bi-, metal and -ic.

bimetallism, n., the use of two metals, usually

gold and silver, as standard money. — F. hi-

metallisme, coined by Enrico Cernuschi in 1876.

See prec. word and -ism.

bimetallist, n., an advocate of bimetallism. — See

prec. word and -ist.

bimonthly, adj., happening once in two months.

— A hybrid coined fr. the L. pref. bi- (see bi-)

and English monthly (see month).

Derivative: bimonthly, n.

bin, n., receptacle. — ME. binne, fr. OE. binn.

fr. L benna, 'a two-wheeled cart with a body

of basket work', a word of Celtic (Gaulish)

origin; cp. W. benn, 'cart'. L. beima stands for

*bhentnd and is cogn. with Gk. -nraftvyj, Att.

qja-rvT), 'manger, crib', fr. l.-E. base *bhendh-,

'to bind', whence also E. bind (q.v.) OE. bosig,

'cowstair, and dial. E. boose, 'crib', are prob.

cogn. with W. benn, 'cart'.

Derivative: bin, tr. v.., to place in a bin.

binary, adj., dual. — L. binarius, 'consisting of

two', formed fr. bini, 'two each, two at a time",

which stands for *dwis-m, and is rel. to duo,

'two', OL. dvis (whence L. bis), 'twice'. See bi-,

bis, and adj. suff. -ary and cp. combine and the

first element in binocle, binocular.

binate, adj., double (bot.) — Formed with adj.

suff. -ate fr. L. bini. See prec. word.

Derivative : binary, n.

bind, tr. and intr. v. — ME. binden, fr. OE.

bindan, rel. to OS., Goth, bindan, ON., OFris.

binda, OHG. bintan, MHG., G. binden, fr. I.-E.

base *bhendh-, 'to bind', whence also OI. hadh-

ndti, later form bandhati, 'binds', bdndhuh,

'kinsman', Gk. TTEvftepoi;, 'father-in-law', prop,

'bound (through marriage)', 7veia(ia (for *7rev{>-

CT(jia), 'cable', TtaOvi), Att. qpaxvr] (for *bhi)dh-nd).
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'manger, crib' (lit. "place where the animal is

tied up'), L. of-fend-lx, 'a band', Lith. bendras,

'common, joint', as a noun 'partner', Lett.

biedrs, 'companion, comrade'; see R.Traut-

mann, Baltisch-Slavisches Worterbuch, p. 30.

Cp. band, 'a tie', bandhava, bandbu, bandoleer,

bend, besom, bin, bine, bond, bend, bund, bundle,

bandal, the first element in bundobust and the

second element in cummerbund, sebundy.

Derivatives: bind, n., bind-er, n., bind-er-y, n.,

bind-ing, n. and adj.

bine, n., any climbing stem. — A dialectal form

of bind, n. (see prec. word).

bing, interj. — Imitative.

binnacle, n., case for a compass on a ship. —
Corruption of earlier bittacle, fr. Port, bitacola,

which is formed by aphesis fr. L. habitdculum,

'little dwelling' (whence also F. habitacle), a

derivative of habitdre, 'to dwell'; see habitat.

The form of the word binnacle was prob. in-

fluenced by E. bin.

binocle, n., a telescope adapted for the use of

both eyes at the same time. — F., fr. L. bini,

'two at a time', and oculus 'eye'. See binary

and ocular.

binocular, adj., using both eyes at the same time.

— See prec. word and cp. monocular.

Derivative : binocular, n.

binomial, adj., consisting of two terms (a/.?.) —
A hybrid coined from the L. pref. bi- (see bi-) on

analogy of monomial. (q.v.)

Derivative : binomial, n.

binominal, adj., having two names. — Formed fr.

bi- and nominal,

binturong, n., an animal resembling the civet cat.

— Malay.

bio-, combining form meaning 'life'.— Gk. pio-,

fr. pio?, 'life', dissimilated fr. *pifo?, fr. I.-E.

'g'^iwos; cogn. with Goth, qius, OE. cwicu,

'living'. See quick, and cp. vital, zoo-. Cp. also

biosis, biotic, and the second element in aerobic,

amphibious, bathyblus, cenobite, microbe, hy-

giene, Limnobium, Lithobius, macrobiotic, ne-

crobiosis, Rhizobium, symbion, symbiosis,

biochemistry, n., chemistry dealing with animal

and plant life. — See bio- and chemistry,

biogen, n., a protoplasmic unit (bid.) — Coined

by the German physiologist Max Verwom

(1863-1921) in 1903 fr. bio- and -gen.

biogenesis, n., the theory that living organisms

can only arise from pre-existing living matter

(biol.)— Coined by the English biologist Thomas

Henry Huxley (1825-95) in 1870 fr. Gk. pto?,

'life', and y^ectic, 'origin, source'. See bio- and

genesis and cp. abiogenesis.

biogenesist, n., one who believes in the theory of

biogenesis. — See prec. word and -ist.

biogenetic, biogenetical, adj., pertaining to bio-

genesis.— See biogenesis and -etic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: biogenetic-al-ly, adv.

biogeny, n., biogenesis. — Compounded of bio-

and -geny.
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biograph, n., a cinematograph. — Lit. 'living des-

cription', fr. Gk. ptos, 'life', and -Ypa90i;, fr.

Ypa9£i.v, 'to write'. See bio- and -graph and cp.

next word.

biographer, n. — See next word and agential sufF.

-er.

biography, n.— I-ate Gk. pioYpacpia, 'description

of life', fr. Gk. pCo?, 'life', and -Ypa9ta, fr.

YpdcipEiv, 'to write'. See bio- and -graphy.

Derivatives: biograph-ic, biograph-ic-al, adjs.,

biograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

biology, n. — Lit. 'the study of life', suggested by

the German naturalist G. Reinhold Treviranus

as a modern coinage fr. Gk. pto?, 'life', and

-XoYiS, fr. -XoYoc, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic) (see bio- and -logy); introduced as a

scientific term by the French biologist Jean-Bap-

tiste-Pierre-Antoine de Monet de Lamarck

(1744-1829) in 1802 (in his Hydrogeologie).

Hematives: biolog-ic, biolog-ic-al, adjs., biolog-

ic-al-ly, adv., biolog-ist, n.

biometry, n., the calculation of the notable dura-

tion of human life. — Compounded of bio- and

-metry.

bionomics, n., ecology. — Formed fr. bio- on

analogy of economics.

bioplasm, n., living protoplasm {biol) —•
Com-

pounded of bio- and Gk. 7rXdc(j(xa, 'something

molded'. See plasma.

bioplast, a particle of bioplasm {biol.) — Com-
pounded of bio- and Gk. -nXac-zoi;, fr. TCXaa-roc,

'molded, formed'. See -plast.

bioscope, n,, a biograph. — Compounded of bio-

and Gk. -m(.6mov, fr. crxoTreTv, 'to look at,

examine'. See -scope.

biosis, n., vitality {biol.) — Gk. pttoai?, 'way of

life', fr. pioi;, 'life'. See bio- and -osis.

biosterin, n., product from cod-liver oil.— Coined

fr. Gk. pio?, 'life' (see bio-), cholesterol and

chem. sufT. -in.

biotic, biotical, adj., pertaining to life. — Gk.

pioTixAc;, fr. pioq, 'life'. See bio-.

biparous, adj., bringing forth two at a birth. —
Formed fr. bi- and L. -parus (in viviparus, 'bring-

ing forth its young alive'). See -parous.

bipartite, adj., divided into two parts {bot.) —
L. bipartitus, pp. of bipartire, 'to divide into

two parts', fr. bi- and partitas, pp. of partiri,

'to divide'. See partite.

biped, n., an animal with two feet; a man; adj.,

two-footed. — L. bipes, gen. bipedis, 'two-

footed', fr. bi- and pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See

pedaL

biplane, n., airplane with two planes. — Formed

fr. bi- and plane, 'airplane'.

Bipontine, adj., relating to the edition of ancient

classics at Zweibriicken. — Lit. 'relating to the

town Zweibriicken (= Town of the 'two brid-

ges') in Bavaria, whose name was Latinized into

Bipontium. See bi- and pons. For the ending see

adj. sulf. -ine.

biquadrate, n., the fourth power, the square of

the square {math.) — Formed fr. bi- and qua-

drate.

Derivative: biquadrat-ic, adj. and n.

birch, n. — ME. birche, fr. OE. bierce, beorc, rel.

to OS. birka, berka, ON. bork, Dan. birk, Swed.

bjork, Norw. bjerk, MDu. berke, Du. berk, OHG.
birihha, birka, MHG. birche, birke, G. Birke,

'birch', and cogn. with Osset. barz, OSlav. breza,

Lith. berzas, 1-ett. beTza, OPruss. berse, Russ.

bereza, OCzech bfieza, OI. bhUrjdh, 'birch', L.

farnus,fraxinus, 'mountain ash'. All these words

lit. mean 'the white (or bright) tree' and derive

fr. L-E. base *bhereg-, 'to shine, be white'. See

bright and cp. Fraxinus, fraxinella.

IDerivatives : birch, adj. and tr. v., birch-en, adj.,

birch-ing, n.

bird, n. — ME. brid, bird, fr. OE. bridd, 'young

bird', ofuncertain origin ;
possibly in gradational

relationship to breed, brood.

bireme, n., a galley having two banks of oars. —
L. biremis, formed fr. bi- and remus (for *res-

mos), 'oar', which is cogn. with Gk. 4p£<itjeiv,

Att. ip^TTew, 'to row', ip^trrfi, 'rower', £peT(i6c,

spexjiov, 'oar', OL aritdr-, 'rower', aritrafi, 'oar',

OE. rowan, 'to row', roder, 'rudder'. See row,

'to propel a boat', rudder, and cp. the second

element in unireme, trireme, quadrireme, quin-

quereme. Cp. also remex.

biretta, n., a square cap worn by the Roman
Catholic clergy.— It. berretta, fr. Late L. birrus,

also birrum, 'large cloak with a hood', which is

of Gaulish origin ; cp. Mir. berr, W. byrr, 'short'.

Cp. barret, beret, burnous.

birr, intr. v., to whir. — Of imitative origin.

birrellism, n., style resembling that of Augustine

Birrell (1850- 1933). — For the ending see

suff. -ism.

birth, n. — ME. burthe, birthe, fr. ON. byrd, rel.

to OE. gebyrd, OS. giburd, OFris. berd, Du.
geboorte,OiiG. giburt, MHG., G. geburt. Goth.

gabaurps. Derivatively these words correspond

exactly to Ol. bhftih, 'a bringing, maintenance',

and to L.fors, gen.fortis, 'chance', fr. I.-E. base

*bher-, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to carry', and
cp. berth.

bis, adv., twice. — L. bis, fr. OL. dvis, cogn. with

01. dvih, Avestic bish, Gk. St?, MHG. zwis,

'twice', Goth, tvis-, 'in two, asunder', ON. t\is-

tra, 'to divide'. See bi- and cp. two, twi-, twist.

Cp. also the first element in bevue and the second

element in tgte-beche.

biscuit, n. — F. biscuit, fr. L. bis cactus, 'twice

cooked' (whence also It. biscotto), fr. bis,

'twice' (sec prec. word), and cactus, pp. of co-

quere, 'to cook'. See cook, n., and cp. bisque.

bise, n., a dry and cold north wind. — F., fr.

Prankish *bisa, which is rel. to OHG. bisa, G.
Bise, 'bise*, OHG. bisdn, 'to nm about' (said

of cattle attacked by gadflies), OSwed. bisa, 'to

nm', Dan. bisse, 'to run in agitation' ; not re-

lated to breeze.

bisect, tr. v., to cut in two. — Formed fr. bi- and

L. secdre, pp. sectus, 'to cut'. See section.

Derivatives: bisect-ion, n., bisect-or, n.

bisexual, adj. — Formed fr. bi- and sexual.

bishop, n. — ME. biscop, bischop, fr. OE. bis-

ceop, biscop, fr. L. episcopus, 'overseer, super-

intendant', in Eccles. L., 'bishop', fr. Gk. Inl-

oxoTto;, 'overseer', fr. iTd, 'on, over', and axoTroi;,

'watcher'. See epi- and -scope and cp. episcopal.

Cp. also obispo.

Derivative: bishop, tr. and intr. v.

bishopric, n. — OE. bisceoprice, biscoprice, com-

pounded of bisceop, biscop, 'bishop', and rice

'dominion'. See prec. word and Reich.

bismite, n., bismuth trioxide {mineral.)— Coined

fr. next word and subst. suflf. -ite.

bismuth, n., name of a metallic element {chem.) —
G. Bismuth (now spelled Wismut), Latinized by

Georgius Agricola (in 1530) into bisemutum.

The origin of the word is uncertain. It is not

connected with Arab, ithmid, 'antimon', as most

lexicographers would have it.

bismuto-, bismutho-, combining form meaning

'bismuth'. — See prec. word.

bisnaga, n. a kind of cactus. — Port, bisnaga (cp.

Sp. biznaga), fr. Arab, bisndj, secondary form of

bastinij, fr. L. pastindca, 'parsnip'. See parsnip.

bison, n., wild ox. — F., fr. L. bison, fr. OHG.
wisunt (MHG., G. wisent), which is rel. to OE.
wesand, ON. visundr, and cogn. with OPruss.

wis-sambrs, 'aurochs', and with L. vissid,

'stench'. The bison is named after the peculiar

odor of musk emitted by it during the rutting

season. See weasel.

bisporous, adj., having two spores {hot.) — A
hybrid coined fr. L. pref. bi-, 'twice', and Gk.

anopA, 'sowing, seed' (see bi- and spore). The

correct form is disporous in which both elements

are ofGreek origin. For the ending see suff. -ous.

bisque, n., unglazed porcelain {ceramics).— Cor-

ruption of biscuit.

bissextile, adj. and n., intercalary (year). — F.

{annee) bissextile, fr. Late L. {annus) bissexlilis,

'a year containing an intercalary day', fr. {dies)

bissextus, the intercalary day (of the Julian

calendar), lit. 'the twice sixth (day)', i.e. the

sixth day before the calends of March, which

is reckoned twice in a leap year. See bis-, sext

and suff. -ile.

bister, bistre, n., a dark-brown pigment. — F.

bistre, of unknown origin.

bistort, adj., a plant {Polygonum bistorta). — F.

bistorte, lit. 'twice twisted', fr. L. bis, 'twice', and

torta, fem. pp. of torquere, 'to twist' (see bis and

torque). The plant was so called from its twisted

root.

bistoury, n., a small surgical knife. — F. bistouri.

of unknown origin.

bistro, n., i) a wine seller; 2) a wine shop {slang).

— F., 'winemerchant, restaurantkeeper, restau-

rant', fr. bistraud, 'a little shepherd', a word of

the Poitou dialect, fr. biste, 'goat'.



bit

bit, n., a morsel. — ME., fr. OE. bita, 'a bite,

bit, morsel', lit. 'something bitten off', rel. to

OS. biti, ON. bit, OFris. bite, MDu. bete, Du.
beet, OHG. fc/jjo, MHG. bisse, G. Bissen, 'bit,

morsel', and to OE. bitan, 'to bite'. See bite and

cp. next word.

bit, n., mouthpiece of the bridle of a horse. —
ME. bit, bin, fr. OE. bite, 'a biting', rel. to OS.

biti, ON. bit, G. Bifi, and to OE. bltan, 'to bite'.

See bite and cp. prec. word.

Derivative: bit, tr. v.

bit, past tense of bite. — ME. bit, from the stem

of the OE. pp. biten. See bite and cp. bitten,

bitartrate, n., an acid tartrate (chem.) — See bi-

and tartrate.

bitch, n., female dog.— ME. bicche, fr. OE. bicce,

rel. to ON. bikkj'a; of uncertain origin.

bite, tr. and intr. v. — ME. biten, fr. OE. bitan,

rel. to OS. bltan, ON., OFris. bita, Swed. bita,

Dan. hide, MLG., MDu. biten, Du. bijten, OHG.
bissan, MHG. bisen, G. beifien, Goth, beitan, 'to

bite'. The orig. meaning was 'to cleave, split', fr.

I.-E. base *bheid-, whence also OI. bhinddmi, 'I

cleave', L. findere, 'to cleave, split', and prob.

also Gk. (petSeaOai, 'to spare' (orig. 'to cut

oneself off from somebody'). Cp. bit, 'morsel',

bit, 'mouthpiece', bait, bate, 'solution used in

tanning', abet, bezzle, embezzle, bitter, adj., vent,

'slit', giblets. Cp. also fissile and words there

referred to. Cp. also bill, 'halberd'.

Derivatives: bite, n., bit-er, n., bit-ing, adj., bit-

ing-ly, adv.

bitt, n., timber fastened to the deck of a vessel. —
Prob. fr. ON. biti, 'beam', which is rel. to ON.

beil, 'boat', Du. heeling, 'bitt', MHG. bizze,

'wooden wedge'. — P. bitte, 'bitt', is of the same

origin. See boat and cp. bitter, n.

bitten, pp. of bite. — ME. bitten, fr. OE. biten,

pp. of bitan. See bite.

bitter, adj. — ME. biter, fr. OE. biter, bitor, rel.

to OS. hittar, ON. bitr, Du. bitter, OHG. bittar,

MHG., G. bitter, Goth, baitrs, 'bitter', orig. 'of

a pungent taste' and rel. to OE. bitan, 'to bite'.

Sec bite and cp. embitter.

Derivatives: bitter-ly, adv., hitter-ness, n.

bitter, n., turn of the cable about the bitts (naiit.)

- Sec bitts.

bitterling, n., a small fish {Rhodeus amaru.?). —
Formed from the adjective bitter with suff.

-ling; so called from its bitter flavor.

bittern, n., a heronlike bird. — ME. bitour, fr.

OF. (== F.) butor, fr. VL. *biiti-laurus, a com-

pound of L. bated, bUtio, 'a kind of falcon or

hawk', and laurus, 'ox', L. hiiteo derives fr.

hfifire, 'to cry like a bittern', which is of imi-

tative origin and lit. means 'to utter the sound

hiT. Cp. L. habere, a synonym of butire and

bubo, 'owl', and see Buteo, Bubo. For the second

element in VL. *bati-taurus see Taurus. The

reason why in VL. *buti-taurus the bittern is

compared with an ox, may be best explained by

a passage in Pliny (10,42), in which the author
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relates that in Gaul the bittern was called taiirus

(i.e. 'ox') because of its voice suggestive of the

bellowing of oxen. For the suffixed -n in bittern

cp. marten.

bittern, n., the bitter liquid remaining after the

crystallization in saltworks. — A derivative of

bitter, adj.

bitters, n. pi., bitter liquors. — The adj. bitter,

used as a noun.

bitumen, n., i) asphah ; 2) an inflammable mineral

substance. — L. bitumen, 'mineral pitch', an

Osco-Umbrian loan word (the genuine Latin

form would have been *vetumen, fr. *gwetii-

meri) of Cehic origin; cogn. with Ol.jdtu, 'lac,

gum', ON. kvdda, 'resin', OE. cwidu, cudu,

'mastic, cud'. See cud and cp. beton. Cp. also

Betula.

Derivatives: bitumin-ize, tr. v., bitumin-ous, adj.

bivalence, bivalency, n. (chem.) — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

bivalent, adj. having a valency of two (chem.) —
Formed fr. bi- and L. valens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of valere, 'to have power'. See valiant and

cp. -valent, valence,

bivalve, n., a moUusk with a double shell. —
Formed fr. pref. bi- and valve,

bivouac, n. — F. bivouac, variant bivac, fr. earlier

hiwacht, fr. Swiss G. biwacht, which is equiva-

lent to G. Beiwacht, a collateral form of Bei-

wache, 'a keeping watch', fr. bet, 'at, by', and

Wache, 'watch, guard'. See by and wake, 'to be

awake'. It. bivacco, 'bivouac', is a French loan

word.

Derivative: bivouac, intr. v.

bixbyite, n., an iron mangenese oxide (mineral.)

^ Named after Maynard Bixby of Utah, its

discoverer. For the ending see subst. suff. -itc.

bizarre, adj., strange. — F., fr. It. bizzarre, 'ca-

pricious', fr. Sp. bizarre, 'gallant, brave', fr.

Basque bizar, 'beard'. The sense development

of the word is due to the strange impression

made by the bearded Spanish soldiers upon

the French.

blab, n. — ME. blahbe, rel. to ME. blaberen.

See blabber.

Derivative: blab, tr. and intr. v.

blabber, intr. and tr. v. - - ME. blaberen, of imi-

tative origin. Cp. ON. hlabbra, Dan. blabbre,

'babble', OHG. btabhizon, MHG. blepzen, G.

plappern, 'to babble'.

Derivative: blabber, n.

black, adj. — ME. blak, blakke, fr. OE. blxc,rc\.

to ON. blakkr, 'dark', OHG. blah, 'black',

Swed. Miick, 'ink', Du. htaken. 'to burn', fr.

I.-E. base *bhleg-, 'to shine, gleam', whence

also Gk. 9>.SY£tv, 'to burn, scorch', (pXeyi-i*.

'heat, inflammation', 7X0;, gen. tpXoyoi;, 'flame,

blaze', tpXoyfio;, of s.m., L. flamma (fr. *flag-

md), 'flame', flagrdre 'to blaze, glow, burn',

fulgere, 'to shine', /ufewr, 'lightning', fulmen (fr.

*fulg-men), 'lightning, OI. bhrdjate, 'it shines',

bhdrgah, 'gleam', bhfgavah, 'demi-deities rep-

resenting the lightning', Lith. bldgnytis, 'to

brighten' (intr.). Cp. Wane, blank, blinlf, bream,

'a fish'. Cp. also flagrant, flambeau, flame, flam-

mule, fulgent, fulgara, fulgurant, fulminate,

Phlegethon, phlegm, phlegmon, phlogiston. Phlox.

Derivatives: black, n., and tr. v., black-ing, n.,

black-ish, adj., black-ish-ly, adv., black-ish-ness,

n., hlack-y, adj. and n.

blackamoor, n., a Negro.—Compounded of black

and Moor,

blackguard, n. — Prop, a black guard, a name

orig. given to the lowest menials employed in

the kitchen of a great household.

Derivatives: blackguard, adj. and intr. and tr. v.,

blackguard-ism, n., blackguard-ly, adj. and adv.

blackjack, n., a large leathern vessel. — Com-
pounded of black and the personal noun Jack,

blackmail, n. — Compounded of black, used

figuratively in the sense 'illegal', and mail, 'rent,

tax'. For this meaning of black cp. the modern

term black market.

Derivatives: blackmail, tr. v., blackmail-er, n.

bladder, n. — ME. bladre, bledder, fr. OE. blxdre,

hlsddre, 'blister, bladder', rel. to OS. bladara,

ON. bladra, Swed. bldddra, OHG. bldttara,

MHG. bldtere, G. Blatter, Du. blaar; formed

fr. Teut. base *ble-, 'to blow, inflate', corre-

sponding to I,-E. base *hhld-, *bhle- (see blow,

'to puff'), with suff. -dro, which corresponds to

Gk. -xpo, L. -tro (see rostrum). Cp. the second

element in isinglass.

Derivatives: bladder, tr. and intr. v., bladder-y,

adj.

blade, n. — ME. blad, blade, fr. OE. blxd, 'leaf;

blade (of an ear)', rel. to ON. blad, OS., Dan.,

Swed., Du. blcfd, OHG., MHG. blat, G. Blatt,

OFris. bled, 'leaf ;
prop. pp. ofOE. bldwan, etc.,

'to bloom, flower', fr. I.-E. base *bhl6-, *bhle-,

*bhld-, 'to sprout, bloom; leaf, whence prob.

also Toch. pdlt, 'leaf. See blow, 'to bloom', and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: blade, tr. and intr. v., blad-ed, adj.,

blade-let, n., blad-er, n., blad-ing, n., blad-y, adj.

blae, adj., dark-blue, livid (obsol.) — ME. bio,

hla, fr. ON. bldr, which is rel. to OE. bldw,

blxw, 'blue'. See blue,

blaeberry, n., bilberry. —• Compounded of blae

and berry.

blah, interj. and r\.{U.S. Slang)— Of imit. origin.

Wain, n., a pustule. — ME. bleine, fr. OE. blegen,

rel. to Dan. blegn, Du. blein, fr. I.-E. base

*bhlei-, 'to swell', an enlargement of base

*bhel-. For other enlargements of base *bhel-

see belly, bloat, bulge, phlebo-.

Derivative : blain, tr. v.

Make, adj., pale (obsol.) — ME., fr. OE. bide,

'bright, white ; pale', rel. to ON. blikja, 'to appear,

shine, glitter'. See bleach and cp. words there

referred to.

blame, tr. v. — ME. blamen, fr. OF. blasmer (F.

blamer), fr. VL. blastemdre, 'to blame', which is

formed—prob. under the influence of L. aesli-

mdre,'to estimate'—fr. Late L. blasphemdre, 'to

blaspheme, blame', fr. Gk. ^'Kau(fi)^zi\, 'to speak

profanely, speak ill*. Cp. Catal. hlastemar. Port.

lastimar. Rum. blestemd, 'to abuse', and see

blaspheme.

Derivatives: blame, n. (q.v.), blam-able, adj..

blam-able-ness, n., blam-ahl-y, adv., blam-ed,

adj., blam-er, n., blam-ing, adj., blam-ing-ly, adv.

blame, n. — ME., fr. OF. blasme (F. blame),

back formation fr. blasmer. See blame, v.

Derivatives: blame-ful, adj., blame-ful-ly, adv.,

blame-ful-ness, n., blame-less, adj., blame-less-h,

adv., blame-less-ness, n.

blanc, n., a French coin. — Prop, 'a white coin',

fr. F. blanc, 'white'. See blank,

blanch, tr. v., to make white; intr. v., to turn.

pale. — ME. blanchen, fr. OF. (= F.) blanchir

'to make white', fr. blanc, fem. blanche, 'white'.

See blank and cp. prec. word.

Derivative: blanch-er, n.

Blanch, Blanche, fem. PN. — F. Blanche, lit.

'white', fr. blanche, fem. of blanc, 'white'; of

Teut. origin. See blank and cp. blanch. Cp. also

Bianca.

blancmange, n., a kind of dessert. — F. blanc-

manger, lit. 'white food', fr. blanc, 'white', and

manger, 'food', fr. manger, 'to eat'. See blank

and manger.

bland, adj., i) gentle, pleasant; 2) mild, soothing.

— L. blandus, 'smooth-tongued, flattering, pleas-

ant', of uncertain, possibly imitative origin.

Derivatives: bland-ly, adv., bland-ness, n.

blandish, tr. v. — ME. blandissen, fr. OF. blan-

diss-, pres. part, stem of blandir, 'to flatter', fr.

L. hlandiri, 'to caress', fr. blandus. See prec.

word and verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: blandish-er, n,, hlandish-ing, adj.,

blandish-ing-ly, adv.

blank, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) blanc, fem.

blanche, 'white', fr. Frankish *blank, 'shining,

bright', which is rel. to OHG. blanc, blanch,

MHG. blanc, G. blank, 'shining, bright', OE.

bianca, ON. blakkr, 'white horse', fr. I.-E. base

*bhleg-, 'to shine, gleam'. See black and cp.

blanc, blanch, Blanch, blanket, Bianca.

Derivatives: blank, n., blank-ly, adv., blank-

ness, n.

blanket, n. — OF. blankette, blanquette, dimin.

of blanc, 'white', orig. meaning 'a white cloth'.

See blank, adj., and -et, -ette.

Derivatives: blanket, tr. v., blanket-ing, n.

blanquilo, n., a fish of the genus Caulolatilus. —
Sp., dimin. of bianco, 'white'; which is a Teut.

loan word. See blank, adj.

blare, tr. and intr. v., to sound loudly. — ME.

blaren, bloren, 'to cry, weep', of imitative origin.

Cp. MDu. bleren, Du. hlaren, bleren, 'to bleat,

cry', MLG. blarren, 'to weep', LG. bliiren, 'to

whine', MHG. bleren, G. pldrren, 'to bleat; to

bawl, blubber, whine'. Cp. also Gk. [iXT]yr;, 'a

bleating', pXigxacs&ort, 'to bleat', L. bdldre,

OSlav. bleju, bl^Jati, Lett, bleju. Met, Russ. ble-



blarney

kat', MHG. bleken (G. blokeri), 'to bleat', which

are all imitative. Cp. blatant, bleat, blurt.

Derivative: blare, n.

blarney, n., flattery. — From Blarney, name of a

village and a castle near Cork, Ireland, con-

taining the Blarney stone, which is said to make

anyone that kisses it a persuasive speaker.

Derivative: blarney, tr. v.

bias, n., supposed influence of the stars (obsol.)—
Coined by the Flemish physician and chemist

Jan Baptista van Helmont (i577-i644). prob.

after MDu. blass, 'wind', which is rel. to LG.

bias, 'breath', and to E. blast (q.v.) For another

word coined by Helmont see gas.

blase, adj., surfeited. — F., pp. of blaser, 'to

blunt, cloy, surfeit', fr. Du. blazen, 'to blow',

which is rel. to ON. blasa, OHG. blSsan, *to

blow', and to E. blast (q.v.) F. blasi orig.

meant 'puffed up under the effect of drinking'.

blaspheme, tr. v., to speak impiously of; intr. v.,

to utter blasphemy. — ME. blasfemen, fr. OF.

blasfemer (F. blasphdmer), fr. Late L. blasphe-

mdre, 'to blaspheme', fr. Gk. pXaoipTjfiETv, 'to

speak profanely, to speak ill', fr. p>.<4CT(p7)[io<;,

'speaking ill'. The first element ofthis compound

is of uncertain etymology. The second element

is rel. to nfi\\i.i\, 'report'; see fame.

Derivatives: blasphem-er, n., blasphemous, blas-

phemy (qq.v.)

blasphemous, adj. — Late L. blasphemus, fr. Gk.

pXixCT9r);io(;, 'speaking ill'. See prec. word. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives : blasphemous-ly, adv., blasphemous-

ness, n.

blasphemy, n. — ME. blasfemie, fr. OF. blas-

femie, fr. Late L. blasphemia, fr. Gk. pXaa<pT)|x(a,

'a speaking ill', fr. p.a.a'ifriv-oc,. See prec. word

and -y (representing Gk. -is).

blast, n. — ME., fr. OE. blsst, 'blowing, blast',

rel. to ON. bldstr, OHG. blast, 'a blowing,

blast', ON. bldsa, OHG. blasan, MHG. blasen,

G. blasen, Goth, blesan, 'to blow'; formed —
with s formative element— fr. I.-E. base *bhld-,

*bhle-, 'to swell'. See blow, 'to puff', and cp.

bias, blase, blaze, 'to make known', blister.

Derivatives: blast, intr. and tr. v., blast-ed, adj.,

blast-er, n., blast-ing, n., blast-ment, n., blast-y,

adj.

-blast, combining form denoting an embryonic

cell or a germ layer as in ectoblast, mesoblast

(biol.)— Fr. Gk. pXadTdc;, 'bud, sprout, shoot',

a word of uncertain origin. Cp. blastema, -bias-

tic, blasto-.

blastema, n., the basis from which an organ is

formed (embryol.)— ModL., fr. Gk. pXaCT-nf)(ia,

'offspring, offshoot', from the stem of pXao-

Tavetv, 'to shoot forth', fr. (iXaaT6<;. See -blast.

Derivatives : blastem-al, blastem-atic, blastem-ic,

adjs.

-blastic, combining form meaning 'sprouting', as

in homoblaslic, heteroblastic: connected with

nouns ending in -blast. — Formed with suff. -fc

fr. Gk. -pXaoTi?, fr. pXa<rc6?. See -blast,

blasto-, before a vowel blast-, combining form

meaning 'bud, germ', as in blastoderm. — Gk.

pXaoTO-, pXaa-r-, fr. pXaori!;. See -blast,

blastoderm, n., a layer of cells arising from the

segmentation of the ovum {embryol.) — Com-

pounded of blasto- and Gk. S^p[xa 'skin'. See

derma and cp. words there referred to.

blatant, adj., offensively noisy. — Coined by Ed-

mund Spenser (in his 'Faery Queen'); prob.

suggested by L. blatire, 'to babble', which is of

imitative origin; not rel. to E. bleat.

Derivatives: blatan-cy, n., blatant-ly, adv.

blather, blether, intr. v., to talk nonsense. —
ME., fr. ON. bladra, 'to talk nonsense', fr.

bladr, 'nonsense', which is of imitative origin.

Derivatives: blather, blether, n., blather-er,

blether-er, n.

Blatta, n., a genus of cockroaches (entomol.) —
L. blatta, 'cockroach', of unknown origin.

blatti, blatty, n.,the plant Sonneratia acida (An-

glo-Ind.) — Hind., lit. 'the foreign plant', cor-

ruption of bildti, bilayatl, 'foreign', fr. Arab.

wildyat, 'kingdom, province'. See vilayet and

cp. Blighty, vali.

blauwbok, blaubok, n., a name given by the Dutch

in South Africa to a large kind of antelope. —
Du. blauwbok, lit. 'blue buck'. See blue and

buck.

blay, n., the bleak. — ME., fr. OE. blxge, rel. to

MLG., MDu. bleie, Du. blei, G. Bleie, Bleihe,

and to E. bleak (q.v.) The litteral meaning is

'shining, white, silvery'.

blaze, n., flame. — ME. blase, fr. OE. blxse,

blase, 'torch, fire', rel. to OS. bias, 'white, whit-

ish', MHG. bias, 'bald', orig. 'white, shining'

(whence G. blafi, 'pale'), OHG. blas-ros, 'horse

with a white spot', OHG. blassa, MHG. blasse,

MLG. bles, blesse, 'white spot', MDu., Du. bles,

G. Blesse, 'white spot; an animal (esp. a horse

or a cow) with a white spot', ON. bles-olir,

'marked with a white spot', OE. blysa, 'torch,

flame', blyscan, 'to blush', fr. L-E. *bhles-, 'to

shine, glitter', enlargement of *bhel-, a base of

the same meaning. See bald, blaze, 'white spot',

and cp. blazon. Cp. also blemish, blizzard, blush.

Derivatives: blaze, intr. v., blaz-y, adj., to burn

with flame, blaz-er, n., blaz-ing, adj., blaz-ing-

ly, adv.

blaze, n., a white spot. — Prob. fr. MLG. blase

(in blasenhengst), 'white spot', which is rel. to

MLG. bles, blesse, of s.m. See prec. word.

Derivative: blaze, tr. v., to make a blaze on

(trees).

blaze, tr. v., to make known. — The orig. mean-

ing was 'to blow with a trumpet', fr. ON. bldsa,

'to blow'. See blast and cp. blase. Cp. also em-

blaze, 'to emblazon'.

blazer, n., a Ught, bright-colored, coat. — Lit.

'that which blazes', so called in allusion to its

color. See Maze, 'flame', and -er.

blazon, n., a coat of arms.— ME. blason, fr. OF.

blason, 'shield' (in Mod. French 'coat of arms'),

of uncertain origin ; not rel. to OHG. blasan,

etc., 'to blow', nor to OE. blxse, blase, 'torch,

fire' (see blaze, 'flame'). It. blasone and Sp. bla-

s6n, 'coat of arms', are French loan words. Cp.

emblazon.

Derivatives: blazon, tr. v., blazon-ry, n.

bleach, tr. v., to whiten. — ME. blechen, fr. OE.

bliecan, fr. bide, 'bright, white; pale', rel. to OS.

blek, ON. bleikr, Du. bleek, OHG. bleih, MHG.,
G. bleich, 'pale', ON. bleikja, Du. bleken, OHG.
blihhan, MHG. bllken, G. bleichen, 'to bleach',

and perh. cogn. with OSlav. bliskati (for

*bligskati), 'to sparkle, glitter', blesku, 'gleam,

splendor'. Cp. blake, bleak, adj. and n.,

blight.

Derivatives: bleach, n., bleach-ed, adj., bleach-

er, n., bleach-er-y, n., bleach-ing, n.

bleak, adj. — ME. bleke, fr. ON. bleikr, 'pale'.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: bleak-ish, adj., bleak-ly, adv.,

bleak-ness, n., bleak-y, adj.

bleak, n., the blay. — The word lit. means 'the

white, silvery (fish)', and is rel. to Swiss G.

blicke. Swab, blecke, and to E. blay and bleak,

adj.

blear, adj. and tr. v. — ME. bleren, 'to dim (the

eyes)'. Cp. LG. bleer-oged, 'blear-eyed'. Cp. al-

so blur.

bleat, intr. and tr. v. and n.— ME. bleten, fr. OE.

blStan, of imitative origin. Cp. Du. blaten, OHG.
blasan, 'to bleat'. Cp. also ME. blaren, 'to cry,

weep', and see blare.

Derivatives: bleat-er, n., bleat-ing, adj., bleat-

ing-ly, adv.

bleb, n., a vesicle, blister; a bubble. — Of imi-

tative origin. Cp. blob, blubber, 'the fat of the

whale*.

bled, past tense and pp. of bleed. — ME. bledde,

resp. {y)bled, fr. OE. bledde, resp. gebledd, ge-

bled, past tense, resp. pp. of bledan. See next

word.

bleed, intr. and tr. v. — ME. bleden, fr. OE. ble-

dan, fr. blod, 'blood'. See blood.

Derivatives: bleed-er, n., bleed-ing, n. and adj.

blemish, tr. v. — ME. blemissen, blemisshen, fr.

OF. blemiss-, pres. part, stem of btemir, blesmir

(F. blemir), which prob. derives fr. Frankish

*blesmjan, 'to make one grow pale', from the

Teut. base seen in G. blass, 'pale'. See blaze,

'flame'.

Derivatives: blemish, n., blemish-er, n.

blench, tr. v., to make pale; intr. v., to turn pale.

— A var. of blanch.

Mench, intr. v., to shrink. — ME. hlenchen, fr.

OE. blencan, 'to deceive', prob. causative of

blink, and orig. meaning 'to make to blink'.

{.Blench stands to blink as drench to drink.) Cp.

also OE. cwencan, causative of OE. cwincdn, 'to

disappear' (sec quench), so that quench prop,

means 'to cause to disappear*.

Mend, tr. and intr. v., to mix. — ME. blenden, fr.

ON. blanda, which is rel. OE., OS., OHG.
blantan, Goth, blandan, MHG. blenden, 'to mix'

(cp. G. Blendling, 'bastard, mongrel'), fr. I.-E.

base *bhlendh-, 'to mix; to confuse', whence

also Lith. blandHs, 'troubled, turbid, thick',

OSlav. bl^dQ,bl^sti, 'to go astray', blqditi, 'to err',

Lith. blandytis, 'to lower (the eyes)', blisti, 'to

become thick, turbid' (said of water). Cp. blend,

'to blind'. Cp. also blond, blunder,

blend, tr. v., to blind {obsol.) — OE. blendan, rel.

to OFris. btenda, MLG., MHG., G. blenden,

OHG. blentan, 'to blind', and prob. to OE.

blandan, 'to mix'. See blend, 'to mix', and cp.

blind, adj. and v. Cp. also blende,

blende, n., an ore of zinc, sphalerite.— G. Blende,

back formation fr. blenden, 'to blind; to de-

ceive'; so called because though it resembles

lead, it yields no lead. Cp. the second element in

pitchblende,

blenheim orange. — Named after Blenheim, seat

of the duke of Marlborough, in Oxfordshire,

England.

blenheim spaniel. — See prec. word; so called

because originally bred at Blenheim.

blenno-, before a vowel blenn-, combining form

meaning 'mucus'. — Fr. Gk. ;3Xevvo<; or pxlvva,

'slime, mucus', of uncertain etymology; pXsvvoi;

possibly stands for *[xXsS-(t-voi;, and is rel. to

IjisXSeiM, 'to melt', and cogn. with L. mollis (for

*moldwis),'soK. See mollify and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also blenny.

blennorrhea, blennorrhoea, n., excessive discharge

of mucus {med.) — Medical L., compounded of

blenno- and -rrhea.

blenny, n., a small seafish. — L. blennius, fr. Gk.

pxlvvoc, name of a fish, fr. pXsvva, 'slime', lit,

'slime fish'; so called from the mucus which

covers its skin. See blenno-.

blepharo-, before a vowel blephar-, combining

form meaning 'eyelid'.— Gk.pXeqiapo-.pXe^ap-,

fr. [iXe9apo\i (Dor. yXsjpapov), 'eyelid', which is

rel. to (3Xe7t£tv (Dor. vXsireLv), 'to look, sec' ; of

uncertain etymology. Cp. Ablepharus, ablepsia,

anableps.

blepharospasm, n., contraction of the eyelids

{med.) — Compounded of blepharo- and Gk.

CTTiaafxo?, 'spasm, convulsion'. See spasm.

Blephilia, n., a genus of plants of the mint family

(Ao^) — ModL., contraction of Gk. pXe^apU,

'eyelash' (which is rel. to pXe^apov, 'eyelid'),

and L. cilium, 'eyelid' (see blepharo- and cilia);

so called because of its fringed bracts and calyx

teeth.

bless, tr. v. — ME. blessen, fr. OE. bledsian, hlet-

sian, 'to bless, consecrate', rel. to OE. blod.

'blood'; see blood. The orig. meaning of bless

was 'to sprinkle or consecrate with blood' (said

of the sacrificing priest).

Derivatives: bless-ed, adj., bless-ed-ly, ads.,

bless-ed-ness, n., bless-ing, n., bless-ing-ty, adv.

blew, past tense of blow. — ME., fr. OE. bleow,

past tense of bldwan. See blow, 'to puff'.
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blight, n. — Prob. related to OE. blicettan, 'to

glitter', ME. blickening, 'pallor' (often used as

the English equivalent of L. rubigo, 'mildew'),

and to E. bleach (q.v.) Cp. blitzkrieg.

Derivatives: blight, tr. v., blight-ed, adj., blight-

er, n., blight-ing, adj., blight-ing-ly, adv.

Blighty, n., England, home (British army slang).

— Hind, bilaiti, a word used in India to de-

note England or Europe, fr. Arab, wildyat,

'kingdom, province', a derivative of wdliya, 'he

reigned, governed'. See vilayet and cp. blatti,

vali.

blimp, n., a nonrigid (limp) dirigible (collog.) —
Contraction of B limp, one of the 2 types of the

small nonrigid airship (the other type is called

A limp). See limp, 'relaxed'.

blind, adj. — ME., fr. OE. blind, rel. to OS., Du.,

G. blind, ON. blindr, OHG., MHG. Mint, Goth.

blinds, 'blind', OE. blendan, etc., 'to blind', prob.

fr. I.-E. base *bhlendh-, 'to confuse; to mix'.

See blend, 'to mix', blend, 'to blind'.

Derivatives: blind, n., 'screen, cover', blind-ling,

n., blind-ly, adv., blind-ness, n.

blind, tr. v. — The OE. equivalent is blendan, 'to

blind' ; see blend, 'to blind'. The E. verb has been

influenced in form by the adj. blind (q.v.)

Derivatives: blind-ed, adj., blind-ed-ly, adv.,

blind-er, n., blind-ing, adj. and n.

blink, intr. and tr. v. — ME. blinken (rel. to Du.

and G. blinken, 'to gleam, sparkle, twinkle'), a

nasalized variant of the base appearing in OE.

blican, ME. bliken, 'to shine, glitter', OHG.
hlihhan, 'to bleach'. See bleach and cp. blench.

Derivatives: blink, n., blink-ard, n., blink-ed,

adj., blink-er, n. and tr. v., blink-ing, n., blink-y,

adj.

bliss, n. — ME. blis, fr. OE. blis, contraction of

OE. blids, 'joy, happiness', fr. blide, 'gay, happy'.

See blithe.

Derivatives: bliss-ful, adj., bliss-fiil-ly, adv.,

bliss-ful-ness, n.

blister, n. — ME. blister, blester, fr. OF. blestre,

fr. ON. bldstr, 'a swelling', fr. blasa, 'to blow'.

See blast and cp. bluster.
,

Derivatives: blister, intr. and tr. v., blister-y,

adj.

blite, n., any of various herbs of the goosefoot

family. — L. blitum, fr. Gk. pXiTov, 'a vege-

table used as a salad ; orach' ; of uncertain ety-

mology. According to some philologists pXiTov

stands for *\0.-i-vi and prop, means 'the io/f-

lea\edp\3.T\X\ fr. I.-E. base *me/-tft-, whence also

OE. melde, OS. maldia, Swed. mail, Du. melde,

OHG. melta, molta, multa, MHG., G. melde,

'orach'. Base *mel-dh- is an enlargement of

base *mel-, 'to rub, grind'. See meal, 'edible

grain', and cp. Blitum.

blithe, adj., joyous; cheerful. — ME., fr. OE.

blide, 'joyful, kind, gentle', rel. to OS. blidi,

'bright, happy', ON. blidr, 'mild, gentle", Du.

hiijide), 'glad', OHG. blidi, 'gay, friend' ', Goth.

bleips, 'kind, friendly, merciful'. Cp. liss.
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Derivatives : blithe-ly, adv.,blithe-ness, n., blithe-

some, adj., blithe-some-ness, n.

Blitum, n., a genus of herbs of the family Cheno-

podiaceae (the goosefoot family). — L. blitum.

See blite.

blitz, n., a sudden overwhelming attack {colloq.)

— Short for blitzkrieg (q.v.)

bUtzkrieg, n., a sudden, overwhelming warfare.

— G., lit. 'lightning war'. G. Blitz, 'lightning',

derives fr. MHG. blicze, 'lightning', fr. bliczen,

'to flash, to lighten', rel. to OHG., MHG. blic,

'lightning', G. Blick, 'a glance', and to OE. bli-

cettan, 'to glitter' ; see blight. G. Krieg, 'war',

comes fr. MHG. kriec, 'effort, resistance, com-

bat', fr. OHG. chreg, 'stubbornness, obstinacy',

which is rel. to MLG. krlch, 'combat'.

blizzard, n.— Fr. earlier blizz, 'rain storm', which

is prob. cognate with blaze, 'burst of flame'.

For the ending see suff. -ard.

Derivatives: blizzard-ly, blizzard-y, adjs.

bloat, tr. v., to cause to swell; intr. v., to swell.—
OE. *bldtian, 'to swell', cogn. with Gk. cpXuSav,

'to swell, overflow with moisture, be ready to

burst', Lett, blidu, blizt, 'to become thick', fr.

I.-E. base *bhlei-d-, enlargement of base *bhlei-,

'to swell', whence OE. blegen, 'blain'. See Wain

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: bloat, n., bloat-ed, adj., bloat-ed-

ness, n., bloater (q.v.)

bloater, n., a soaked fiat herring or mackerel.—
Formed fr. bloat with agential suff. -er.

blob, n., a small drop. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

bleb, blubber, bubble.

Derivative: blobb-y, adj.

block, n.— ME. blok, fr. OF. (= F.) bloc, 'block,

mass', fr. Du. bloc, 'trunk of a tree' which is rel.

to OHG. bloh, MHG. bloch, G. Block, and

cogn. with Olr. blog, 'fragment'; not rel. to

balk. Cp. en bloc.

Derivative : block-ish, adj

.

block, tr. and intr. v. — F. bloquer, fr. bloc. See

block, n.

Derivatives: block-ade, n. and tr. v.

blodite, also blodite, n., hydrous sulfate of mag-

nesium and sodium {mineral.) — Named after

the German chemist Carl A. Blode (died in

1820). For the ending see subst. suff. -itc.

bloke, n., a man {slang). — Of unknown origin.

blond, blonde, adj. — F., 'fair of complexion', rel.

to It. biondo, Sp. blondo, OProven?. blon; of

Teut. origin. Cp. OE. blonden-feax, blanden-feax,

'gray-haired', fr. blondan, blandan, 'to mix', and

see blend, 'to mix'.

Derivatives: blond, n., blond{e)-ness, n., blond-

ine, n. (fr. F. blondine).

blondine, n. — F., fr. blonde, fem. of blond. See

prec. word and -ine (representing L. -ina).

bloM, n. — ME. blod, fr. OE. blod, rel. to OS.,

OFris. blod, ON. blod, Dan., Swed. blod, MDu.
bloet, bloed, Du. bloed, OHG., MHG. bluot,

G. Slut, Goth, blop, blopis, fr. I.-E. *bhldto-, pp.

of base *bhld-, 'to bloom'. See blow, 'to bloom',
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and cp. bleed. Cp. also bless. The I.-E. bases de-

noting 'blood' proper (like L. cruor and sanguis)

were regarded by the Teutons as taboo and ac-

cordingly given up.

Derivatives: blood, tr. v., blood-ed, adj., blood-

less, adj., blood-less-ly, adv., blood-less-ness, n.,

blood-y, adj., and tr. v., blood-i-ly, adv., blood-

i-ness, n.

bloodguilty, adj. — Coined by Miles Coverdale

(1488-1569), English translator of the Bible,

from blood and guilty.

Derivative : bloodguilti-ness, n.

bloom, n., flower. — ME. blome, fr. ON. blom,

bldmi, which is rel. to OS. blomo, Du. bloem,

OHG. bluoma (fem.), bluomo (masc), MHG.
bluome (masc. and fem.), G.Blume (fem.), Goth.

bloma, 'flower, blossom', OE. blostm, blostma,

'blossom', and cogn. with Olr. blath, 'bloom,

flower', L. fids, 'flower', florere, 'to blossom,

flourish'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*bhld-, 'to sprout, bloom'. See blow, 'to bloom,

blossom', and cp. blossom. Cp. also flower.

Derivatives: bloom, intr. v., bloom-ing, adj.,

bloom-ing-ly, adv., bloom-ing-ness, n., bloom-y,

adj.

bloom, n., rough mass of wrought iron. — OE.
bloma, 'a lump of metal', of uncertain origin.

bloomer, n., a costume for women. — Named
after the inventor Mrs. Amelia Jenks Bloomer of

New York (in 1851).

bloomer, n., a blunder. — Of uncertain origin.

blossom, n. — ME. blosme, blossem, fr. OE.
blostm, blostma, bldsma, rel. to MLG. blosem,

Du. bloesem, MHG. bluost, G. Blast, fr. I.-E.

*bhl6s-, enlarged form of base *bhld-, 'to sprout,

bloom'. See bloom, 'flower'.

Derivatives: blossom, intr. v., blossom-ed, adj.,

blossom-ry, n., blossom-y, adj.

blot, n., a spot.— ME. blot, blotte, fr. MF. blotte,

'a clod or clot of earth', fr. OF. bloste or blostre,

which are of uncertain origin.

blot, tr. and intr. v., to make spots, to blur. —
MF. blotter, fr. blotte. See prec. word.

Derivatives: blott-er, n., blott-ing, adj., blott-

ing-ly, adv.

blot, n., i) in backgammon, an exposed man; 2)an

exposed point. — Prob. rel. to Dan. blot, Swed.
blott, LG. blutt, MDu., Du. bloot, MHG. bios,

G. blo^, 'bare, naked', OHG. bids, 'proud', ON.
blautr, 'soft, tender', and possibly cogn. with Gk.
9X)jSav, 'to overflow', 9Xu8ap6(;, 'soft, flabby',

h.fluere, 'to flow'. See fluent and cp. words there

referred to.

blotch, n. — A blend of blot and botch.

Derivatives : blotch, tr. and intr. v., blotch-y,n(i}.

blouse, n. — F., fr. ML. pelusia, 'Pelusian gar-

ment' ; so called because during the Middle Ages
blouses were manufactured in Pelusium on a
large scale.

Derivatives: blouse, intr. v., blous-ed, adj.,

blous-ing, n.

blow, intr. and tr. v., to puff. — ME. blowen, fr.

OE. bldwan, rel. to OHG. blden (for *bldjan),

MHG. blsejen, G. bldhen, fr. I.-E. base *bhld-,

*bhle-, *bhl^-, 'to blow', whence also L. flare,

'to blow'. Cp. bladder, blast, blaze, 'to make
known', blister, bluster. Cp. also flatus and

words there referred to. Cp. also fluent. For a

secondary meaning of base *bhld- see blow, "to

bloom', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: blow-er, n., blow-ing, n. and adj.,

blow-y, adj.

blow, intr. v., to bloom, blossom; tr. v., to cause

to bloom. — ME. blowen, fr. OE. bldwan, to

flower, bloom, flourish', rel. to OS. bldian, O-

Fris. bldia, OHG. bluoen (for *bluojan), MHG.
bliien, blUejen, G. bliihen, fr. I.-E. base *bhld-,

*bhle-, 'to sprout, bloom', whence also L. flds,

gcn.fldris, 'flower', Mir. blath, 'bloom, blossom',

W. blawd, ofs.m. See flower, and cp. blade, blood,

bloom, blossom. Cp. also folio and words there

referred to. For the original meaning of base

*bhld- see blow, 'to puff'.

Derivatives: blow, n., blow-er, n., blow-ing. n.

blow, stroke, n. — ME. blewe, rel. to OS. bleu-

wan, MDu., Du. blouwen, OHG. bliuwan,

MHG. bliuwen, G. bleuen, Goth, bliggwan,' to

strike', fr. Teut. *bleuwan: of uncertain ety-

mology.

blown, pp. and adj. — ME. blowen, fr. OE.
bldwen, pp. of bldwan. See blow, 'to puff'.

blubber, n., the fat of the whale. — The orig.

meaning was 'bubble, foam'; of imitatise origin.

Cp. bleb, blob.

Derivatives: blubber-ous, blubher-y, adjs.

blubber, intr. v., to weep loudly. — Of imitative

origin.

Derivatives: blubber-er, n., bhihher-ing, n., bhih-

ber-ing-ly, adv.

bluchers, n. pi., old-fashioned boots. — Named
after the Prussian field marshal Bliicher (1742-

1819). For sense development cp. Wellington.

bludgeon, n., a short club. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: bludgeon, tr. and intr. v., bludgeon-

ed, adj., bludgeon-er, n.

blue, adj. — ME. blew, fr. OF. (= F.) bleu. fr.

Frankish *blao, which is rel. to OE. bldw, blSw,

OS., OHG. bldo, Dan. blaa, Swed. bid, OFris,

bldu, MDu. bid, Du. blauw, MHG. bid, G. blau,

'blue', ON. bldr, 'dark blue, black', and cogn.

with Olr. bldr, W. blawr, 'gray', L. fldvus, 'yel-

low'. See flavescent and cp. blae, blaeberry,

blauwbok, bluet.

Derivatives: blue, n., blue, tr. v., blu-ing, blue-

ing, n., blu-ish, adj., blu-ish-ness, n.

bluebird, n. {ornithol.) — Compounded of blue

and bird.

blue bird, symbolic name of the quest for hap-

piness. — From the play-romance VOiseau

bleu (The Blue Bird'), written by the Belgian

dramatist and poet Maurice Maeterlinck (1862-

1949) in 1909, which symbolizes the quest for

happiness.

bluestocking, n., a pedantic lady boasting of her
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erudition. — About 1740 a literary circle used

to assemble at Lady Elizabeth Montague's home
in London. Benjamin Stillingfleet, one of the

leading members of the circle, regularly attend-

ed those meetings, wearing blue stockings, a

circumstance which gave occasion to admiral

Boscawen to deride The blue stocking society;

hence the name bluestocking, and its loan trans-

lations: F. bas-bleu, Du. blauwkous, G. Blau-

strumpf, etc.

bluet, n., the name of various plants with blue

flowers. — F. bleuet, bluet, dimin. formed fr.

bleu, 'blue'. See blue and -et.

bluff, adj., presenting a broad, flattened front. —
Of LG. origin. Cp. MLG. blaff, 'smooth, even',

MDu. blaf, 'fat, broad', blaffaert, 'a man having

a broad face'.

Derivatives: bluff, n., bluff-y, adv., bluff-ness, n.

bluff, tr. v., to deceive. — MLG. vorbluffen, 'to

balfle', (whence Du. verbluffen, 'to stun', G. ver-

bliiffen, 'to amaze'); prob. of imitative origin.

Derivatives: bluff, n., deception, bluff-er, n.

blunder, intr. and tr. v.— ME. blunderen, 'to con-

fuse', rel. to blend, 'to mix' (q.v.)

Derivatives; blunder, n., blunder-er, n., blunder-

ing, adj., blunder-ing-ly, adv.

blunderbuss, n., a short heavy gun with a broad

muzzle. — A blend of Du. donderbus, of s.m.,

ht., 'thunder box', and E. blunder. See thunder

and box, 'case', and cp. blunderhead,

blunderhead, n. — Alteration of dunderhead. Cp.

prec. word.

Derivatives: blunderhead-ed, adj., blunderhead-

ed-ness, n.

blunt, adj. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: blunt, n. and v., blunt-er, n., blunt-

ly, adv., bhint-ness, n.

blur, V. and n. — Prob. in gradational relation-

ship to blear.

Derivatives: hlurr-ed, adj., blurr-ed-ness, n.,

bhirr-er, n., blurr-y, adj.

blurb, n. — Coined by the American journalist

Franlc Gelctt Burgess (i 866-1 951) in 1907.

blurt, tr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp. Scot, blirt

and E. blare.

Derivative: blurt, n.

blush, intr. v. — ME. bluschen, 'to shine; to be

or grow red', fr. OE. blyscan, 'to grow red,

blush', fr. blysa, 'torch,flame, fire', which stands

in gradational relationship to Du. blozen, 'to

blush', andto E. blaze, 'flame'.

Derivatives: blush, n., blush-ing, adj., blush-

ing-ty, adv.

bluster, intr. v., to be boisterous. — Rel. to LG.

bliistern, blistern, 'to blow', and to E. blister

(q.v.)

Derivatives : bluster, n., bluster-er, n., bluster-ing,

adj. hluster-ing-ly, adv.

B'nai B'rith, a Jewish fraternal organization

founded in New York City in 1843. — Heb.

b'nS b'rth, 'sons of the covenant', fr. b*n^,

state construct of bantm, pi. of bSn, 'son', and

b^rtth, 'covenant'. See ben and berith and cp.

the first element in Boanerges,

bo, interj. — Imitative.

Boa, n., a genus of snakes, the New World Con-

strictor.— L. boa, 'a large serpent', of uncertain

origin. Cp. Boidae.

Boanerges, n., a name applied to the sons of Ze-

bedee (see Mark 3: 17); used figuratively to de-

note a clamorous orator. — Galilean dialectal

corruption of Heb. b'ne reghesh, 'sons of thun-

der', fr. i*ne (see B'nai B'rith) and reghesh,

'commotion, tumult, throng', from the stem of

rdghdsh, 'he was in commotion or in tumult',

which is related to Aram, r'ghash, 'he trembled,

was agitated', and to Arab, rdjasa, 'he made

a vehement noise'.

boar, n. — ME. bar, bore, boor, fr. OE. bar, rel.

to OS. ber, Du. beer, OHG. ber, dial. G. Bar,

'boar' (not to be confused with G. Bar, 'bear').

board, n., table, plank. — ME. bord, 'table,

plank', fr. OE. bord, rel. to ON. bord, 'plank',

Goth, fotu-baurd, 'footstool', lit. 'foot board',

Du. bord, 'board, blackboard', OE., OS. bred,

MLG., OHG., MHG. bret, G. Brett, 'plank';

fr. L-E. *bhrt6m, resp. *bhret-dm, fr. base

*bherd-, 'to cut', a -^-enlargement of base

*bher-, 'to bore, pierce, perforate'. See bore,

'to pierce', and cp. board, 'side of a ship', and

the second element in gar board. Cp. also bord-

age, bordar, bordel, border, berm, brelan, brim,

predella.

Derivatives: board, v., to cover with boards,

board-er, n., board-ing, adj. and verbal n.,

board-y, adj.

board, n., side of a ship. — OE. bord, 'border,

edge; side of a ship', rel. to OS. bord, LG.

bo{o)rd (whence G. Bord), Du. board, OHG.
bort, ON. bard, bord, 'border, edge; side of a

ship', and to OE. bord, etc., 'table, plank' (see

prec. word); influenced in sense by F. bord,

'edge, margin, border, shipboard'. See board,

'table, plank', and cp. border and the second

element in larboard.

Derivatives: board, tr. and intr. v., board-er, n.,

board-ing, adj. and n.

boast, n. — ME. boost, host. See next word.

boast, tr. v. — ME. boosten, bosten, fr. boost, best,

n., rel. to OS. bdsi, MLG., MDu. bose, Du. boos,

'evil, wicked, angry'. OHG. bdsi, 'worthless,

slanderous', MHG. boese, G. bose, 'evil, bad,

angry', Norw. baus, 'proud, bold, daring', fr.

Teut. base *baus-, which lit. means 'to blow up,

puff' up, swell'. This base is an enlarged form

of L-E. *bhdu-, *bhu-, 'to swell', for which see

bow, 'anything bent'.

Derivatives: boast-er, n., boast-ful, adj., boast-

fiii-ly, adv., boast-ful-ness, n., boast-ing, adj. and

verbal n., boast-ing-ly, adv.

boat, n. — ME. boot, fr. OE. bat, 'ship, boat',

whence ON. batr, D. hoot, G. Boot, Sp. batel,

F. bdteau. It. batto, battello, 'boat'; lei. to ON.
bite, 'beam', hence orig. meaning 'boat made
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from one piece of timber, monoxylon'. See bitt.

Derivatives: boat, tr. v., boat-able, adj., boat-

age, n., boat-ing, n.

bob, n. , a knot of hair.— ME. bobbe, bob, 'bunch,

cluster', prob. of imitative origin. Cp. next word.

Derivative: bobb-ed, adj.

bob, intr. and tr. v., to move rapidly to and fro,

to jerk. — Of imitative origin.

Derivatives: bob, n., a jerky movement, bobb-

ish, adj.

bob, tr. v., to cheat, deceive. — ME. bobben, fr.

OF. bober, 'to purse one's lips, pout, deceive',

imitative of the movement of the pursed lips.

bob, n., trickery. — OF. bobe, fr. bober. See

prec. word.

bob, n., a shilling {British Slang). — Prob. fr.

Bob, dimin. of Robert. Cp. bobby.

bobbery, n., a squabble (Anglo-Ind.) — Hind.

bdpre, 'O father'.

bobbin, reel, spool. — F. bobine, 'a grotesque fi-

gure, a wry face; a reel', from the imitative

base *bob- (see bob, 'to deceive'); so called from
its cylindric form.

Derivative : bobbin, tr. v.

bobby, n., a policeman (slang). — Dimin. of Bob,

itself dimin. of Robert; so called after Sir Robert

Peel (1 788- 1 850). Cp. peeler.

bobolink, n., a migratory bird of North America.

— So called from its cry suggestive of boblincoln

(for Bob Lincoln).

bocaccio, n., the rockfish called scientifically Se-

bastodes paucispinis.— It. boccaccio, fr. boccac-

cia, 'a big mouth', augment, of bocca, 'mouth',

fr. L. bucca, 'mouth'. See buccal.

Boche, boche, n., a German. — F. slang, short-

ened fr. Alboche, a slangy alteration of Alle-

mand, 'German', through the intermediary form
Al{le)moche, used in the east of France. The
change of m to 6 is due to an association with

caboche, 'pate, noodle, nob' (see cabbage).

bock, bock beer, a kind of beer. — G. Bock,

shortened fr. Ambock, Oambock, Munichian
dialectal words for Einbeck, name of a town in

Germany. Hence bock Ut. means '(beer made
at) Einbeck'.

bocking, n., a coarse woolen material. — Named
fr. Bocking in England.

bocking, smoked herring. — Du. bokking, fr.

MDu. buckinc, a derivative ofbuc, boc, 'buck' ; so

called from its odor. See buck and cp. buckling.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ing.

bode, tr. v. — ME. bodien, fr. OE. bodian, 'to

announce, foretell', fr. boda, 'messenger', which
stands in gradational relationship to OE. beodan,

'to announce, proclaim, command'. Cp. ON.
bodi, OHG. boto, MHG., G. bote, 'messenger',

and see bid.

Derivatives: bode-ftd, adj., bod-ing, adj., bod-

ing-ly, adv., bod-er, n.

bodega, n., a wineshop. — Sp., fr. L. apotheca,

fr. Gk. (i7TO8V)X7), 'any place wherein to lay

up something; magazine, storehouse*. See

apothecary and cp. bottega, boutique.

bodice, n. — Prop. pi. of body, in 'pair of bodies'.

— For formation cp. stays, pence.

Derivative: bodic-ed, adj.

bodikin, n., an obsolete oath. — Prop, 'a small

body', formed from body with suff. -kin.

bodkin, n., a small dagger. — ME. boydekin,

'dagger', of unknown origin.

bodle, n., a small Scottish copper coin, — Prob-

ably corruption of the name of Bothwell, a

Scottish mintmaster.

body, n. — ME. bodi, fr. OE. bodig, rel. to OHG.
botah, of uncertain origin. Cp. bodice, embody.

Derivatives: body, tr. v., bodice (q.v.), bodikin

(q.v.), bodi-ed, adj., bodi-er, n., bodi-less, adj.,

bodi-ly, adj. and adv.

Boedromion, n., name of the 3rd month of the

Attic Greek calendar (corresponding to August-

September).— Gk. Bo7)8pojxKov, fr. Bo7)Sp6[jiia

(pi.), 'the games in memory of the aid given by

Theseus against the Amazons', fr. poY;Sp6|jt.oi;,

'running to aid', lit. 'ruiming on hearing a cry',

fr. poT), 'a cry, shout', and -8p6(xo(;, 'running',

which is rel. to. Spofxoi;, 'a running'. For the

first element see reboant and cp. Boethusian, for

the second see dromedary.

Boehmeria, n., a genus of plants of the nettle

family (bot.) — ModL., named after G.R.
Boehmer, professor at Wittenberg (1723-1803).

For the ending see suff. -ia.

Boer, n. — Du. boer, 'peasant, farmer'. See boor.

Boethusian, n., a member of a Jewish sect rel. to

the Sadducees. — Heb. Baytiist, 'follower of

BaytOs (= Boethus)', fr. Gk. povjfto? (whence

L. Boethus), name of a priest, whose son was

made high priest by Herod the Great. See Jo-

sephus, Antiquitates, 19, 5, § 3. Botj^o? lit.

means 'assisting, helpful'. It is a derivative of

Pot;, 'a cry, shout'; see Boedromion.

bog, n. — Gael, or Ir. bog, 'soft', whence bogach,

'bog'.

Derivative : bog, tr. and intr. v.

bogey, bogie, n., ghost, bugbear. — See bogle

and cp. bogy.

boggle, intr. v. and n. — See bogle.

bogie, n. — A. var. of bogey.

bogie, n., a truck. — Of uncertain origin.

bogle, boggle, n., — a specter. Scot, bogle, bogilt,

'goblin, specter', rel. to bug, 'bugbear', bogey,

bogy.

bogus, adj., sham. — Of uncertain origin.

bogy, n. — Another spelling for bogey.

bohea, n., a kind of Chinese black tea. — Named
after the fVu-i hills in China.

Bohemia, n. — The word derives from L. Boi-

haemum (see Tacitus, Germ., 28), which lit.

means 'home of the Boii' (a Celtic nation, ex-

pelled from this region by the Marcomans about

the beginning of the ist cent.) The second ele-

ment in Boi-haerrmm is a Teut. loan word mean-
ing 'home'. See home.

Bohanian, adj. and n. — F. bohemien, 'gypsy'.
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orig. 'inhabitant of Bohemia', where the gyp-

sies were supposed to come from. See Bohemia

and -an.

Boidae,n.pl., a family of snakes (zool.)— ModL.,
formed with sufT. -idae fr. L. boa. See Boa.

boil, n., inflammation, tumor.— ME. bile, fr. OE.

byle, byl, rel. to OFris. bele, OS., OHG. bulia,

MHG. biiile, G. Beule, Goth, ufbauljan, 'to

puff up', Tcel. beyla, 'hump', and cogn. with

Olr. bolach, 'pustule, pimple', Serb, buljiti, 'to

protude one's eyes, to stare'. All these words

derive, with -/-formative element, fr. I.-E. base

*bhou-, *bhu-, 'to swell' . See buck, 'the body of a

wagon'.

boil, intr. and tr. v., to bubble up. — ME. boilen,

fr. OF. boillir (F. bouiUir), fr. L. buUire, a col-

lateral form of biilldre, 'to bubble', fr. bulla,

'bubble'. See bill, 'document', and words there

referred to and cp. the second element in

parboil.

Derivatives: boil, n., boil-er, n.. boil-ing, n., resp.

adj., boil-ing-ly, adv., boilery (q.v.)

boilery, n., a place for boiling, — Formed, on

analogy of F. bouilhrie, fr. boil, v. For the end-

ing see sufT. -cry.

boisterous, adj., rough; noisy. — ME. boistrous,

a var. of boistous, which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: boislcroiis-ly, adv., boisterous-ness,

n.

bola, also bolas, n., an implement used by the

Gauchos. — PI. of Sp. bola, 'ball', fr. L. bulla,

'boss, knob'. See bill, 'document'.

bold, adj. — ME., fr. OE. bald, heatd, rel. to OS.,

OHG. bald, 'bold, swift', OHG. baldo, 'boldly',

MHG. baldc, 'boldly, quickly' (whence G. bald,

'soon'), ODu. baldo, 'with confidence', Goth.

balpci, 'boldness', balpaba, 'boldly', ON. ballr,

'frightful, dangerous', fr. I.-E. base *bhel-, 'to

swell'. It. baldo, OF. and Proven?, baut, 'bold,

daring, fearless", are Teul. loan words. Sec ball,

'a round object', and belly and cp. billow. Cp.

also baHd, the first element in Baldwin and the

second elenienL in Leopold and in Theobald.

Cp. also bulk, 'size".

Derivatives: hold-ly, adv., bold-ness, n.

bole, n., trunk of a tree. — ME. bole, fr. ON.
boir, 'trunk of a tree', rel. to MLG. bole, bolle,

G. Bohlc, "plank", MDu. bolle, 'trunk of a tree".

See balk, n., and cp. words there referred to.

bole, n., red earthy clay. — L. bolus, 'clay, mor-

sel', fr. Gk. |iwAoc, "lump, clod of earth'. See

bolus,

bolection, n., a molding {archil.) — Of unknown
origin.

boleite, n., chloride of lead, copper and silver

(mineral.) — Named after Boleo in Lower Cali-

fornia. For the ending see subst. suff". -ite.

bolero, n., a kind of Spanish dance. — Sp., prob.

fr. bola, 'ball', fr. L. bulla. See bowl, 'a ball'.

Boletaceae, n. pi., a family of fungi (,bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Boletus with suff. -aceae.

boletaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Boletus, n., a genus of fungi (bot.) — L. boletus.

fr. Gk. (JtoXtxT)?, 'mushroom, fungus', which

possibly derives fr. p^Xoi;, 'lump'. See bolus.

bolide, n., a brilliant meteor. — F., fr. L. bolis.

gen. boltdis, fr. Gk. poXt?, gen. poXiSo?, 'a bril-

liant meteor', which is rel. to PoXr), ^okhc. "a

throw', and in gradational relationship to

piXXstv, 'to throw'. See ballistic.

bolivarite, n., a hydrous aluminum phosphate

{mineral)— Named after the Spanish entomol-

ogist Ignacio Bolivar. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

boll, n., a round seed vessel. —• ME. bolle, fr. OE.

holla, 'bowl'. See bowl, 'vessel', and cp. the

second element in thropple.

bollard, n., a post, around which a mooring rop«

is fastened. — Prob. formed fr. bole, 'trunk of a

tree', with suff. -ard.

bolo, n., a kind of large knife. — Sp.

Bolo, also bolo, n., a traitor. — Named after

Paul Bolo, a French traitor, executed for treason

in April 1918.

Derivative: Bolo-ism, bolo-ism, n.

bolometer, n., an instrument for measuring ra-

diant heat. —Compounded of Gk. ^oXt), 'throw,

blow, stroke', and (j,eTpov, 'measure'. The first

element stands in gradational relationship to

paXXsw, 'to throw'; see ballistic. For the sec-

ond element see meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Bolshevik, bolshevik, n., i) orig. (from 1903) a

member of the more radical faction of the Rus-

sian Social Democratic Party; 2) later (since the

revolution of Nov. 7, 1917) a member of the

Russian Communist Party. — Russ., lit. 'one

of the majority' (i.e. bolsheviki), fr. bolshe,

'more, larger'; so called with reference to the

party that took over the supreme power in Rus-

sia in 19 1 7, and used in contradistinction to the

mensheviki, i.e. 'those of the minority' (see

Meitslievik). Russ. bolshe is rel. to OSlav. bol-

jiji, 'larger', and cogn. with OI. bdlam, 'strength,

force', Gk. psXTtcov, 'better'. See debile.

Derivative: Bolshevik, bolshevik, adj.

Bolshevism, bolshevism, n., the doctrines and

policies of the Bolsheviki. — See prec. word and

-ism.

Bolshevist, bolshevist, n. and adj., Bolshevik. —
See Bolshevic and -ist.

Derivative: Bolshevist-ic, bolshevist-ic, adj.

Bolshevize, bolshevize, tr. v., to make Bolshe-

vic. — See Bolshevic and -ize.

bolster, n. — ME. bolster, fr. OE. bolster, rel. to

ON. bolstr, Dan., Swed., MLG., Du. bolster,

OHG. holstar, MHG., G. polster, fr. Teut.

*bul{h)stra- ; formed with suff. -stra fr. Teut. base

*belg-, 'to swell', which corresponds to I.-E.

base *bhelgh-; hence bolster, etc., lit. mean

'something swelled'. The above words are cogn.

with OPruss. balsinis, Lett, pabalsis, Serbo-

Croat, bldzina (for *bolzina), 'pillow'. See belly

and cp. billow, budget, bulge.

Derivatives: bolster, tr. v., bolster-er, n. I

bolt, n., a bar. — ME., fr. OE. bolt, rel. to ON.

bolti, Dan. bolt, Swed. bull, MDu. boute, bout,

Du. bout, OHG., MHG. bolz, G. Bolzen, fr. I.-E.

base *bheld-, 'to knock', whence also Lith. beldU,

bdldau, 'I knock, rap', baldas, 'pole for striking'.

Derivatives: bolt, tr. and intr. v., bolt, n. (a

rapid run), bolt-er, n.

bolt, tr. v., to sift. — ME. bulten, fr. OF. buleter

(F. bluter), fr. MDu. biutelen, 'to bolt, sift',

which is rel. to MDu. budel, Du. buidel, 'bag,

pouch'. See bud.

Boltonia, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (hot.)— ModL., named after James Bol-

ton, an English botanist of the 1 8th cent. For

the ending see suff. -ia.

bolus, n., a large pill. — L. bolus, 'clay, morsel',

fr. Gk. ^oiXoc,, 'lump, clod of earth', which is

perh. rel. to PoXp6?, 'onion'. See bulb, and cp.

bole, 'clay'. Boletus.

bomb, n. — F. bombe, fr. It. bomba, 'explosive

shell', fr. L. bombus, 'a hollow, deep sound, a

humming, a buzzing', fr. Gk. p6(j.pO(;, of s.m.,

which is of imitative origin. Cp. bum, bump,

boom. Cp. also Bombus, bound, 'to leap'.

Derivatives: bomb, tr. and intr. v., bombard

(q.v.), bomb-er, n.

bombard, n., i) an early kind of cannon; 2) a

former musical instrument. — F. bombarde, lit.

'that which hums or buzzes', fr. L. bombus. See

prec. word and -ard.

bombard, tr. v. — F. bombarder, fr. bombarde.

Sec bombard, n.

Derivatives: bombard-er, n., bombard-ment, n.

bombardier, n.— F. , lit. , 'one who throws bombs'.

See prec. word and -ier.

bombardon, n., a musical instrument. — It. bom-

bardone, augment, of bombardo, fr. bombardare.

See bombard, n., and -oon.

bombasine, n. — See bombazine.

bombast, n., high-sounding speech. — From
Bombastic, lit. 'in the style of Bombastus Para-

celsus' (1493-1541). The PN. Bombast comes fr.

ML. bombdcium, fr. Gk. (iajxPaxiov, 'cotton'.

See Bombyx.
Derivatives: bombast-ic, adj., hombast-ic-al-ly,

adv., bombasl-ry, n.

bombazine, bombasine, n., twilled silk cloth with

worsted or cotton. — F. bombasin, fr. ML. bom-

bdcium, fr. Gk. TiauL^axiov, 'cotton'. See Bom-
byx.

bombiccite, n., a hydrocarbon mineral. — Named
after the Italian geologist L. Bomhicci. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Bombus, n., a genus of insects, the bumblebee

{entomol.) — ModL., fr. L. bombus, 'a hum-
ming or buzzing'. See bomb.

Bombyx, n., a genus of moths, the silkworm moth
{entomol.) — L. bombyx, 'silkworm', fr. Gk.
36jj.pu5, fr. jia[i.|ia>ciov, assimilated form of

7ca(xpixiov, 'cotton', fr. Pers. pdnba, 'cotton'.

Cp. bombast, bombazine.

bona fide, in good faith. — L. bond fide, abl. of

bona fides, 'good faith'. See bonus and fidelity

and cp. mala fide,

bonanza, n., a rich vein of ore; hence, colloq., a

source of wealth. —• Sp., lit. 'fair weather, pros-

perity', fr. VL. *bonacia (whence also It. bo-

naccia, OProven9. bonassa, F. bonace, 'fair

weather at sea'), alteration of L. malacia, 'calm

at sea', which derives fr. Gk. [j.aXaxia, 'soft-

ness', but was mistaken for a derivative of L.

malus, 'bad', and accordingly changed into

*bonacia, fr. L. bonus, 'good' (see bonus),

bonbon, n., sweetmeat. — F., reduplication of

bon, 'good', fr. L. bonus, 'good'. See bonus and

cp. bonny.

bonbonni^re, n., a small box or dish for bonbons.

— F., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -lire;

cp. -ery.

bond, n., anything that binds. — ME. bond, a

var. of band. See band, 'a tie', and cp. the first

element in bonspiel.

Derivatives: bond, tr. v., bond-ed, adj.

bond, n., serf {archaic). — ME. bond, 'husband,

householder', fr. OE. bonda, 'householder', fr.

ON. bdndi, for bOandi, 'householder', lit. 'dwel-

ler', fr. bda, 'to dwell, build'. See be, build, and

cp. Boer, boor, booth, bound, adj., bower, 'ar-

bor', byre, and the second element in husband,

bondage, n. — ML. bonddgium, fr. OE. bonda,

'householder'. See bond, 'serf, and -age.

bondman, n. — Compounded of bond, 'serf, and

man.

bone, n. — ME. ban, bon, fr. OE. bdn, 'bone', rel.

to OS., OFris. ben, ON. bein, Dan., Swed. ben,

MDu., Du. been, OHG., MHG., G. bein, 'bone'.

Cp. the first element in bonfire and in banstickle.

Derivatives: bone, tr. v., bon-ed, bon-y, adjs.

bonfire, n. — ME. bonefire, banefire, orig. 'fire

made of bones'; see bone and fire. — Cp. Ri-

chard Broxton Onians, The Origin of European

Thought, Cambridge, 1951, p. 268, Note i.

Derivative: bonfire, tr. and intr. v.

bongo, n., a large antelope. — Native name.

bonhomie, n., good nature. — F. bonhomie, com-

pounded of bon, 'good', and homme, 'man'. See

bonus and homage.

Boniface, masc. PN. — L. Bonifdcius, Bonifdtius,

fr. bonifdtus, 'lucky, fortunate', lit. 'of a good

fate', fr. bonus, 'good', and fdtum, 'fate'. See

bonus and fate and cp. the second element in

mauvais. In the sense of 'innkeeper, hotel own-

er', the name Boniface is used in allusion to Will

Boniface, a character in George Farquhar's play

Beaux' Stratagem (1707).

bonitarian, adj ., beneficial{Roman law).— Formed

with suff. -arian fr. L. bonitds, 'goodness',

fr. bonus, 'good'. See bonus and -ity.

bonito, n., any of various fishes. — Sp. bonito,

prob. lit. 'the good or fine one', and identical

with the adjective bonito, 'pretty good', a deri-

vative of bueno, 'good', fr. L. bonus, of s.m.

See bonus,

bonne, n., a child's nurse. — F., fern, of the ad-
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jective bon, 'good', fr. L. bonus, of s.ra. See

bonus,

bonne bouche, a titbit. — F., 'a good taste', fr.

fem. of bon, 'good', fr. L. bonus, and bouche,

'mouth', fr. L. bucca, 'cheek'. See bonus and

buccal and cp. bouche.

bonnet, n., a head covering. — ME. bonet, bonet-

te, fr. OF. bonet, bonnet (F. bonnet), fr. ML.
abonnis, occurring in the SaUc Law, a word of

uncertain origin.

Derivative: bonnet, tr .v.

bonny, adj., beautiful; fine. —• ME. boni; formed

with sufF. -y fr. OF. (= F.) bon, 'good', on anal-

ogy of adjectives like jolly, etc. See bonus,

bonspiel, n., grand curling match. — Du. bon-

spel. The first element is prob. identical with

Du. bond, abbreviation of verbond, 'league, al-

liance' ; see bond, 'anything that binds'. Du. spel,

'game', is rel. to E. spell, 'to take the place

of (another) at work'; see spiel and cp. the

second element in glockenspiel, kriegspiel.

bonte, goodness; civility. — F., fr. L. bonitatem,

ace. of bonitds, 'goodness', fr. bonus, 'good'.

See next word and -ity.

bonus, n. — L. bonus, 'good', fr. OL. dvenos,

dvonos, rel. to L. bene, 'well', bellus, 'handsome,

charming, fine'. See beauty and cp. bene-, bene-

diction, benefactor, benefit, benevolent, benign,

bonanza, bonitarian, bonito, bonne, bonte, boon,

bounty, bunt, 'to sift', bunting, 'cloth', debonair,

embonpoint, magnum bonum.

bonze, n., a Buddhist priest.— F., fr. Port, bonzo,

fr. Jap. bonzo, 'Buddhist priest', fr. Chin, fan-

seng, 'religious person'.

bonzery, n., a Buddhist monastery. — F., fr.

bonze. See prec. word and -ery.

boo, intr. v. and n. — Imitative of the sound

made by a cow.

booby, n., an awkward fellow; name of various

seabirds.— Sp. bobo, fr. L. balbus, 'stammering',

from the l.-E. imitative base *balb-, whence also

Ol. Balbuthdh, a name (lit. 'the stammerer'),

Czech bib, 'booby', blblati, 'to stammer', Ser-

bian blebitati, 'to blabble', Ol. balbald-karoti,

'he stammers', Russ. balabdliti, 'to chatter,

babble', Bulg. blabdl'u, 'I chatter, babble'.

*Barb-, a collateral base of base *balb-, ap-

p>ears in Ol. barbarah, 'stammering' (desig-

nation of the non-Aryan nations), Gk. papPa-

poi;, 'non-Greek, foreign, barbarous', Slovenic

brbraii, brbljali, Serbian brboljiti, 'to mumble,

mutter', Lith. bifbti, 'to buzz, hum'. Cp. babble,

babe, baby, balalaika, balbuties, barbaric, bauble.

Derivative: booby-ish, adj.

boodle, n., money (slang). — Prob. fr. Du. boe-

del, 'estate, possession'. Cp. caboodle,

boohoo, intr. v. and n. — Of imitative origin.

Cp. boo.

book, n. — ME. hoke, hook, fr. OE. boc (pi. bee),

rel. to OS., ON., OFris. bok, Swed. bok, Dan.
bog, Du. boek, OHO. buoh, MHG. buoch, C.

Buck, 'book', Goth, boka 'letter (of the alpha-
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bet)', pi. bokos, 'books', and to OE. boc,

bece, 'beech' (see beech). The connection be-

tween book and beech (cp. G. Buch, 'book',

Buche, 'beech') is due to the Teutonic custom

of writing runic letters on thin boards of beech.

Derivatives: book, tr. and intr. v., book-ed, adj.,

book-er, n., book-er-y, n., book-ing, n., book-

ish, adj., book-ish-ly, adv., book-ish-ness, n.,

book-let, n., book-y, adj.

boom, intr. and tr. v., to hum, buzz. — Of imi-

tative origin; cp. Du. iommen, 'to drum', ME.
bommen, 'to hum'. Cp. also bomb, bum and

bump.

Derivatives : boom, n., humming, buzzing, boom-

er, n., boom-ing, n. and adj.

boom, n., a long pole {naut.) — Du. boom, 'tree,

beam, pole', rel. to E. beam (q.v.) Cp. the first

element in bumboat.

boomerang, n., Australian throwing stick. — Na-

tive Australian name.

boon, n., request, favor. — ME. bone, 'petition',

fr. ON. bon, which is rel. to OE. ben, 'prayer,

petition', and in gradational relationship to

OE. bannan, 'to summon', ON. banna, 'to for-

bid'. See ban, v., and cp. words there referred

to.

boon, adj., gay; convivial. — ME. bon, fr. OF.

bon, 'good', fr. L. bonus. See bonus,

boor, n. — Du. boer, 'peasant, farmer', fr. earlier

geboer, prob. fr. LG. gebiir, which is rel. to

OHG. giburo, MHG. gebiire, G. Bauer, OE.

gebiir, 'peasant', lit. 'one who dwells with others',

fr. ge-, 'with' (see y-, 'with'), and bOr, 'a dwel-

ling', which is rel. to bHa, 'to dwell, build'. See

be and cp. Boer. Cp. also bower, 'cottage', and

the second element in neighbor.

Derivatives: boor-ish, adj., boor-ish-ly, adv.,

boor-ish-ness, n.

boost, tr. V. and n. — Of unknown origin.

Derivative: boost-er, n.

boot, n., a leather covering for the foot. — ME.
bote, fr. OF. bote (F. botte), which is rel. to F.

bot, 'club-footed' ;
prob. of Teut. origin.

Derivatives: boot, tr. v., boot-ed, adj., boot-ee,

n., boot-er, n., boot-er-y, n., boot-ing, n.

boot, n., advantage. — ME. bol, bote, fr. OE.

bot, 'remedy, cure, improvement, compensa-

tion', rel. to OS. bot, bota, ON. bot, OFris. bote,

Du. boete, OHG. buo}, buosa, MHG. buose,

G. Bufie, 'penance, atonement', Goth, bota,

'advantage'. These words lit. mean 'a making

better'. See better and cp. bote.

Bootes, n., the Wagoner (a constellation). — L.

Bootes, fr. Gk. Poutt;;, 'plowman', fr. pocoreTv,

'to plow', fr. poui;, gen. ^06;, 'ox', which is

cogn. with L. bos, gen. bovis, 'ox'. See bovine,

bootfi, n. — ME. bothe, borrowed fr. ODan.

both; rel. to ON. bad, 'a dwelling', MDu. boede,

MHG. buode, G. Bude, ON. bOa, OE., OHG.
bOan, 'to dwell', and cognate with Lith. biitas,

'house', Olr. both, 'hut'. Sec be, bufld and cp.

boor, bothy, bound, 'ready', bower, 'cottage'.

Sst'
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busk, 'to prepare', byre, the first element in by-

law and the second element in neighbor,

bootleg, tr. and intr. v. — The word orig. meant

'to carry prohibited alcoholic liquor in the leg

of a high boot.

Derivatives: bootleg, adj., bootlegg-er, n., boot-

legg-ing, n.

booty, n. — F. butin, fr. MLG. bute, 'share,

booty' (whence also Du. buit, MHG. biute,

G. Beute, 'booty'). E. booty was influenced in

form by an association with boot, 'advantage'.

The ending -y (inst. of -in) is due to the analogy

of other nouns in -y, -ty. Cp. the second element

in freebooter, filibuster,

booze, intr. v., to drink to excess (colloq.) — A
var. of bouse (q.v.)

Derivatives: booz-ed, adj., booz-er, n., booz-y,

adj., booz-i-ly, adv., booz-i-ness, n.

bo-peep, n., a childish game. — Formed fr. bo

and peep,

bora, n., a cold northeast wind. — It., a dialectal

form of borea, 'north wind', fr. L. boreds. See

boreal.

Borachio, n., name of a drunkard in Shakespeare's

Much Ado About Nothing. — Sp. borracho,

drunk, intoxicated', fr. L. burrus, 'red' (see

burro); so called in allusion to the red com-

plexion of intoxicated people.

boraclc, adj., boric. — See borax and -ic.

borage, n., a blue-flowered plant used in salads.

— ME., fr. OF. borrace (cp. its variant burage

and F. bourrache), fr. ML. borrdgo, ult. fr.

.Arab, aba 'drak, lit. 'father of sweat', so called

by the Arab physicians because of its sudorific

efl'ect. See abbot andc p. arrack.

boraginaceous,adj. — Formed with suff. -aceous

fr. ML. borrdgo, gen. borraginis. See prec. word.

borate, n., sah of boric acid {chem.) — See boron

and chem. suff'. -ate.

borax, n., a white crystalline salt used as a flux

and an antiseptic. — F., fr. Arab, bauraq

(VArab. boraq), fr. Pers. burah.

bordage, n., the tenure of a border (Feudal sys-

tem).— ML. borddgium. See next word and -age.

bordar, n., tenant (Feudal system). — ML. bor-

ddrius, fr. borda, 'cottage', fr. OF. borde, which

is a Teut. loan word. See board, 'table, plank',

and cp. border.

Bordeaux, bordeaux, n., claret. — From Bor-

deaux, name of a city and seaport in Southern

France; so called because the wine is shipped

from Bordeaux. The name of the city derives fr.

F. (la ville au) bordd'eaux, '(the city at) the edge

of waters' (see border and Eau de Cologne).

bofdel, n., a brothel. — F., fr. Proven?., bordel,

'brothel', fr. OF. bordel, 'a poor hut, hovel',

dimin. of borde, 'hut', fr. Frankish *borda, 'hut

made from planks', fr. *bord, 'plank', which is

rel. to OE. bord, ON. bord, 'plank'. See board,

•table, plank'.

border, n. — OF. (= F.) bordure, fr. border, 'to

border', fr. bord, 'a border', fr. Frankish *bord.

borne

'border, edge; side of a ship', which is orig.

identical with *bord, 'plank'. See board, 'side of

a ship', and cp. bordage, border, bordure. Cp.

also prec. word.

Derivatives: border, v., border-ed, adj., border-

er, n.

bordure, n., a border around a shield (her) —
F. See prec. word.

bore, tr. and intr. v., to pierce. — ME. borien, fr.

OE. borian, rel. to ON. bora, Swed. borra, Dan.

bore, OS., OHG. boron, MDu., Du. boren,

MHG. born, G. bohren, fr. I.-E. base *bher-, 'to

cut with a sharp point; to bore, pierce', whence

also Arm. beran, 'mouth' (prop, 'opening'), Gk.

(papau, ipap6(o, 'I plow', (pipo?, 'plow', (papay^,

'cleft, chasm', tpdcpuyC, 'throat, chasm, gulf, L.

ferire, 'to strike, smite', fordre, 'to bore, pierce',

OSlav, barjg, brati({oT*bor-ti), 'to strike, fight',

Lith. bSras, Lett, bars, 'swath', Lith. burnd,

'mouth', Russ. borond, 'harrow', Mir. bern,

berna, 'cleft, opening'. Alb. brims, 'hole'. Cp.

bark, 'rind of a tree', barranca, barrow, 'castrated

boar', board, 'table, plank', board, 'side of a

ship', Boris, brackish, broom, burin, foralite,

foramen, interfere, perforate, pharynx, and the

second element in Dukhobors.

Derivatives: bore, n., bor-ed, adj., bore-dom, n.,

bor-er, n., bor-ing, adj., bor-ing-ly, adv., bor-

ing-ness, n,

bore, n., tidal wave. — ME. bore, 'wave, billow',

fr. ON. bdra, 'wave', lit. 'that which is borne

or carried', rel. to ON. bera, 'to bear'. See bear,

'to carry'.

bore, past tense of bear. — ME. See bear, 'to

carry'.

Boreades, n., pi. the wind gods Zetes and Calais,

(Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. BopcaSai, Ht. 'the

sons of Boreas', fr. Bop^a?. See Boreas,

boreal, adj., pertaining to Boreas; northern. —
L. boredlis, fr. boreds. See next word and adj.

sufT. -al.

Boreas, n., the god of the north wind in Greek

mythology. — L., fr. Gk. Bopiag, fr. (iop£ai;,

'north wind', which is of uncertain origin. It

possibly stands for I.-E. *g"ore-yds and orig.

meant 'mountain wind', and is cogn. with Ol.

girih, Avestic gairi, 'mountain', Alb. gur, 'rock',

OSlav. gora, 'mountain', Lith. gire, 'forest'. Cp.

bora, Boreades, boreal and the second element

in Hyperborean. Cp. also Croat,

borecole, n., kind of cabbage. — Prob. fr. Du.

boerenkool, lit. 'peasant's cabbage'. See boor

and cole,

boric, adj., pertaining to, or containing, boron

(chem.) — See boron and -ic.

Boris, masc. PN. — OSlav., ht. meaning 'fight',

rel. to OSlav. barjg, brali (for *bor-ti), 'to fight',

and cogn. with L. ferire, 'to strike". See bore,

'to pierce'.

bom, borne, pp. of bear. — ME. boren, fr. OE.

boren, pp. of beran. See bear, 'to carry'.

bomi, adj., narrow-minded. — F., lit. 'limited'.
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pp. of borner, 'to limit', fr. OF. (= F.) borne,

'limit', fr. earlier bodne, a word of Gaulish

origin. See bourn and bound, 'limit'.

boron, n,, name of a non-metallic element (chem.)

— Originally called by the English chemist Sir

Humphrey Davy (1778-1829) boracium, because

drawn fr. boracic (== boric) acid. See borax.

The ending -on in boron is due to the analogy

of carbon, where, however, the ending -on be-

longs to the stem.

borough, n. — ME. burgh, burwe, fr. OE. burg,

burh, burg, rel. to OS., OFris., burg, 'castle',

ON. borg, 'wall, castle', MDu. burch, borch,

borcht, Du. burcht, burg, OHG. burg, burc,

buruc, 'fortified place, citadel', MHG. burc,

G. Burg, 'castle', Goth, baurgs, 'city', OE. beorg,

etc., 'mountain'. These words prob. derive fr.

I.-E. base *bhergh-, 'high', whence also Arm.
berj, 'high place', OSlav. bregu, 'bank (of a

river)', W. bera, 'stack, pyramid', Mir. bri, ace.

brig, 'hill', Toch. K parkas, 'long', HiiX. parkush,

'high', 01. bfhdnt-, Avestic bh'zant-, 'high',

OCeltic Brigantes, lit. 'the high ones' (cp. Bur-

gundians, fr. Late L. Burgundiones, lit. 'high-

landers'), prob. also OL. forctus, 'good', L.

fortis (fr. OL. forctis), 'strong', see Walde-Hof-

mann, LEW.,I,pp.535-36,s.v./of/^.y,andKluge-

Mitzka, EWDS., p. 67, s.v. Berg. Cp. barrow,

'mountain, mound', bourgeois, burgage, burgess,

burgh, burgrave. Burgundy, canterbury, faubourg,

gaussbcrgite, ghetto, Hapsburg, hauberk. Cp. al-

so Brahma, fort, and the second element in bar-

bicane. Cp. also the suflT. -bury in English place

names, which comes fr. OE. byrig, the dative

sing of OE. burg. Base *bhergh- is prob. an en-

larged form of base *bher-, 'to carry, lift'. See

bear, 'to carry'.

Borrichia, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (bot.) — ModL., named after the Danish

botanist Olof Borrich. For the ending see suff.

-ia.

borrow, tr. and intr. v. — ME. borwen, fr. OE.
borgian, 'to lend; to borrow', fr. borg, 'pledge,

security', rel. to ON. borga, 'to become bail for,

to guarantee', MDu. borghen, 'to protect, guar-

antee', OHG. boragen, borgen, 'to beware of;

to spare ; to remit a debt', G. borgen, 'to bor-

row; to lend', biirgen, 'to become bail for, to

guarantee", OE. beorgan, OHG. bergan, 'to hide,

save'. See bury.

Derivatives: borrow-er, n., borrow-ing, n.

Borstal system. — So called fr. Borstal, a town
in Kent, England, in allusion to the reform

system adopted in its prisons.

borzoi, n., the Russian wolfhound. — Russ.

borzoy, lit. 'quick, swift', rel. to Czech brzy,

Serbo-Croat, brzo, 'quickly', and cogn. with

Lith. bruzdeli, bruzgeti, 'to hurry', burzdus,

'mobile, agile', and cogn. with the first element

in Avestic berez-cachra, 'having fast-moving

wheels'.

Bos, n., a genus of quadrupeds (zool.) — L. bos.

gen. bovis, 'ox'. See bovine and cp. the second

element in Ovibos.

boscage, n., a thicket.— OF. boscage (F. bocage),

'grove', fr. ML. boscus, 'wood'. See bush and

-age, and cp. bosquet, bouquet.

Boselaphus, n., a genus of antelopes, the nilgai

{zool.) — ModL., compounded of L. bos, 'ox',

and Gk. EXacpo?, 'deer'. See Bos and eland.

bosh, n., empty talk, nonsense. — Turk, bosli.

bosk, n., a thicket. — ME. bosk, a var. of busk.

See bush, 'shrub', and cp. busk.

bosky, adj., bushy. — Formed fr. bosk with adj.

suff. -y.

bosket, bosquet, n., a thicket. — F. bosquet,

'grove, thicket', fr. It. boschetto, dimin. oibosco,

'wood', fr. ML. boscus, of s.m. See bush, 'shrub',

and cp. boscage, bouquet.

bosom, n. — ME., fr. OE. bosm, rel. to OFris.

bosm, OS. bosom, MDu. boesem, Du. boezem,

OHG. buosam, MHG. buosem, buosen, G. Bu-

sen; of uncertain etymology. For the suff. -oni

cp. besom. Cp. embosom.

Derivatives: bossom-ed, adj., bossom-er, n.,

bossom-like, bossom-y, adjs.

bosquet, n. — See bosket.

boss, n., a protuberance. —• ME. boce, fr. OF.

boce (F. bosse), which is perh. of Teut. origin.

Cp. OHG. bd33an, 'to thrust, beat', and see beat.

Cp. also emboss. Cp. also botch, 'a swelling',

cabbage, n., cabochon.

boss, n., master {collotj.) — Du. baas, 'master',

fr. MDu. baes, rel. to Fris. baes; not rel. to

OHG. 6(7ia (whenceMHG. 6a.?(?, G. Ba.?<?), 'aunt".

Derivative : boss, tr. and intr. v.

bostangi, bostanji, n., a gardener. — Turk, bos-

tanjl, formed fr. bostdn, 'garden', fr. Pers. bos-

tan, of s.m., with Turk. suff. -Ji, which denotes

occupation or trade. Pers. bostdn lit. means

'place of fragrance', fr. bo, 'smell, odor, fra-

grance', which is rel. to Avestic baoiSi-, of s.m.,

and -Stan, a suff. denoting place, which is rel. to

Avestic -stdna (in compounds), 'place', lit. "a

place where to stand'. See Hindustani.

boston n., 1) a kind of valse; 2) a breed of dog. —
In both senses, named from Boston in Massa-

chusetts (U.S.A.)

bostonite, n., a kind of igneous rock (petrogr.)—
Named fr. Boston in Massachusetts, because

found at Marblehead Neck, near Boston. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Bostrychidae, n. pi., a family of beetles (enlomol.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk. poa-

-rpuxo?. 'lock of hair, curl, foliage; a winged

insect', which is of uncertain origin. It possibly

stands for *gwostruchos and orig. meant 'some-

thing twisted', and is cogn. with OSerb. goozd,

'forest', Czech hvozd, 'mountain', MHG., G.

quait, quasle, 'tuft, knot'. Alb. ge&, 'foliage,

branch'.

BosweU, n., admirer of a person. — Named after

James BosweU (1740-95), admirer and bio-

grapher of Dr. Johnson.
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Derivatives: Boswell-ian, adj., Boswell-ism, n.,

Boswell-ize, intr. and tr. v.

bot, bott, n., an insect larva. — Of unknown
etymology.

botany, n. — F. botanique, fr. Gk. Poxavixv) (stvi-

o-c7)(j.Y)), lit. '(knowledge of) botany', prop. fem.

of poTavixd?, 'pertaining to herbs', fr. poTocvv),

'pasture, fodder', which is rel. to poaii;, Pookt),

'food, fodder', p6(T>teiv, 'to feed, nourish, tend',

fiocntoi;, 'herdsman', p6tTX7i|xa, 'cattle', lit. 'that

which is fed'; prob. fr. I.-E. base *g™d-, 'to

feed', whence also Lith. guotas, 'herd', gaujd,

'herd, flock', gujii, gititi, 'to drive'. Gk. po-ra-

vixY) e7ri(jT7][jt7) orig. meant 'the science of

fodder'. The ending -y in E. botany is due to the

influence of words like astronomy, etc. Cp. the

second element in Hippoboscidae, proboscis,

sybotic.

Derivatives: botan-ist, n., botan-ize, int. v.,

bolan-iz-er, n.

botch, n., a swelling.— ONF. boche, correspond-

ing to OF. boce. See boss, 'protuberance'.

Derivatives: botch, tr. v., botch-y, adj., botch-

i-ly, adv., botch-i-ness, n.

botch, tr. v., to mend; intr. v., to do mending. —
ME. bocchen, 'to patch, mend', of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives: botch, n., botch-ed, adj., botch-er,

n., botch-ery, n.

botfly, n. — Compounded of bot and fly, n.

bote, n., compensation. — ME. form of boot,

'advantage' (q.v.) Cp. the second element in

haybote.

boterol, boteroU, n. {her.)— F. bouterolle, fr. boa-

ter, 'to beat, push' (later 'to put, place'), fr.

Frankish *bdtan, 'to beat, strike', which is rel. to

OHG. b633an and ON. bauta, of s.m. See beat

and -ole.

both, adj., pron. and conj. — ME. bathe, bothe,

fr. ON. bdl>ir, which is rel. to OS. bethia, OFris.

bethe, Du. beide, OHG. beide, bede (masc), beido

(fem.), beidiu (neut.), MHG. beide, bede (masc.

and fem.), beidiu (neut.), G. beide, Goth, bajops,

'both'; formed fr. Teut. *ba-, 'both', and the

def. article (see the). The first element in both,

etc., is rel. to OE. begen (masc), bd (fem. and

neut.), Goth, bat (masc), ba (neut.), 'both', and

cogn. with the second element, in 01. u-bhdu

(masc), u-bhi (fem.), Avestic u-wa (masc), u-be

(fem.), 'both', Toch. Aam-pi,am-pe,Bant-api,

Gk. &{i-tfoi, 'both', iy.-<fl, 'round about', L.

am-bo, 'both', am-bi-, 'around', OSlav. o-ba,

Lith. a-bu, Lett, a-bi, OPruss. ab-bai, 'both'. Cp.

ambi-, amphi-.

bother, tr. and intr. v. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: bother, n., botheration (q.v.),

bother-er, n.

botheration, n., bother (colloq.) — A hybrid

coined from the verb bother and -ation, a suff.

of Latin origin.

bothrio-, combining form for bothrium. — See

bothrium.

Bothriocephalus, n., a genus of tapeworms (zool.)

— ModL., lit. 'having heads resembling little

pits', fr. Gk. p6fl'piov, 'a little pit', and xetpaXy;,

'head'. See next word and cephalic.

bothrium, n., a sucker (esp. on the head of a tape-

worm; zool^ — ModL., fr. Gk. (36&piov, 'a

little pit', dimin. of p6-&poq, 'pit, ditch, trench',

which is prob. cogn. with h.fodere, 'to dig',fossa,

'ditch'. See bed and cp. fosse. Cp. also the sec-

ond element in Cyclobothra.

bothy, n., a hut. — Of Celtic origin. Cp. Olr.

both, 'hut', and see booth.

botone, botony, adj., having a trefoil at the end

(her.)— F. boutonne, pp. of boutonner, 'to bud

;

to button', fr. bouton, 'bud; button'. See button.

bo tree.— Singhalese bo, fr. Pali bodhi, shortened

fr. bodhi-taru, 'bo tree', lit. 'tree of wisdom or

enlightenment', fr. bodhi, 'wisdom, enlighten-

ment', and taru, 'tree'. Pah bodhi is rel. to OI.

buddhdh, 'awakened, enhghtened'. See Buddha.

Botrychium, n., a genus of plants, the moonwort

{bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Poxpu/oi;, 'grapestaJk',

which is rel. to p6Tpuc;, 'a cluster of grapes' (see

next word) ; so called because its sporangia form

a cluster resembling that of grapes. See next

word.

botryo-, before a vowel botry-, combining form

meaning 'cluster, clusterlike'. — Gk. -^poxpuo-,

PoTpi)-, fr. p6Tpu(;, 'a cluster of grapes', of

uncertain origin. Cp. prec word.

bottega, n., shop, workshop. — It., fr. L. apo-

theca, 'storehouse (esp. of wine)', fr. Gk.

(XTTo&Tfjxy], 'any place wherein to lay up some-

thing; magazine, storehouse'. See apothecary

and cp. bodega, boutique.

bottle, n. — ME. hotel, fr. OF. botele (F. bou-

teille),{T.\h. butticula, dimin. of Late L. buttis,

'cask', fr. Gk. Trurivr], 'flask covered with plaited

osier' (through the medium of Tarent. |3uTtvr), of

s.m.). Cp. butt, 'barrel', butler. For the change of

Gk. 7t to L. i cp. ML. buxida, fr. Gk. irj^tSa, ace.

of iru^t?, 'box' (see box, 'tree', and box, 're-

ceptacle').

Derivatives: bottle, tr. v., bottl-ed, adj.

bottom, n. — ME. botme, botome, fr. OE. botm,

'lowest part, depth, bottom', rel. to OS. bodom,

ON. boln, OFris. boden, 'soil', Du. bodem,

OHG. bodam, MHG., bodem, G. Boden,

'ground, soil, earth', and cogn. with OI. budh-

ndh, Gk. mi^'^r,'^, 'foundation, bottom', L.

fundus (metathesis for *fudnos), 'bottom; piece

of land, farm', Olr. ftowrf (metathesis for *bodn),

'sole of the foot'. Cp. found, 'to establish', foun-

der, v., fund, fundament, profound.

Derivatives: bottom, adj. and v., bottom-less,

adj., bottomry (q.v.)

bottomry, n., bond by which the vessel is hypo-

thecated for the loan of the money advanced

on the security of the ship. — A blend of bot-

tom, in the sense of 'ship', and Du. bodemerij,

'bottomry', fr. MLG. bodmen, verbodmen, fr.

bodem, 'bottom; to lend a ship and its cargo'.
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Cp. F. bomerie, 'bottomry', which also derives

fr. Du. bodemerij.

botulism, n., sausage poisoning.— G. Botulismus,

coined fr. L. botulus, 'sausage', and suff. -ismus.

See bowel and -ism.

boudie, n., mouth (obsol.) — F., 'mouth', fr. L.

bucca, 'cheek'. See buccal and cp. bomie bouche.

boucle, n., a kind of yam having small curly

loops. — F., lit. 'buckled, curled', pp. of bou-

cler, 'to buckle, curl', fr. boucle, 'buckle, curl'.

See buckle,

boudoir, n., a woman's private sitting room. —
F., lit. 'sulking or pouting room', fr. bouder,

'to sulk, pout', which is of imitative origin. Cp.

pout.

Bougainvillaea, n., a small genus of woody vines.

— Named after the French navigator Louis

Bougainville (1729-1811).

bough, n. — ME. bogh, fr. OE. bog, boh, 'arm,

shoulder, bough', rel. to ON. bogr, 'shoulder;

bow of a ship', OHG. buog, MHG. buoc, G. Bug,

'shoulder, hock, joint', fr. I.-E. 'bhdghus-, 'el-

bow, arm', whence also OI. bahiili, Avestic bdzu,

Arm. bazuk, 'arm', Gk. Trijxu?. Dor. Ttaxu?,

'elbow', Toch. A poke, Bpauke, 'arm'. Cp. bow,

'the fore part of a ship'.

bought, past tense and pp. of buy. — ME.

bohti^e), fr. OE. bohte, resp. {ge)boht. See buy.

bougie, n., i) a wax candle; 2) a surgical instru-

ment used to dilate a body canal. — F., 'wax

candle', fr. Bougie, Bugia, a town of Algeria.

The orig. meaning was 'fine wax candles

brought from Bugia', and only at a relatively

later period did the sense of the word develop

into 'candles brought from Algeria', and 'can-

dles' in general.

bouillabaisse, n., a kind of fish stew. — F., bor-

rowed fr. Proven?, bouiabaisso, prop, a com-

pound of the imperatives of two verbs, cor-

responding to F. bous-abaisse and to Engl, boil-

abase (this latter taken in its original sense 'to

lower'), expressing, in a joking way, the rapidity

of the cooking. See boil, v., and abase and cp.

bouilli, bouillon.

bouilli, n., boiled meat. — F., prop. pp. of bouil-

lir, 'to boil'. See boil, v., and cp. next word.

bouillon, n., a strong broth. — F., 'broth', fr.

bouillir, 'to boil'. See boll, v., and cp. prec. word

and the first element in bouillabaisse.

boulder, n., a large stone. — Short for boulder

stone, fr. ME. bulderstan, prob. of Scand. ori-

gin; cp. Dan. buldre, Swed. bullra, 'to roar,

rattle', dial. Swed. bullersten, 'a large stone in

a stream'.

boule, n., council in ancient Greece. — Gk.

PouXt), 'counsel, deliberation, decree, council',

rel. to |5o\iXEa»ai, 'to will, wish'. The orig.

meaning of this verb was 'to throw oneself upon

something' (in a spiritual sense). It stands in

gradational relationship to poXJxiv, 'to throw'

;

see baUistic See Frisk, GEW., I, pp. 258-59 s.v.

PouXo(Uxi.

boule, n., a game. — F., 'ball', fr. L, bulla, 'any

round object, bubble, boss'. See bill, 'dociraient'.

boulevard, n. — F., earlier boloart, boulevert,

balouart, belouart, orig. meaning 'work of forti-

fication', fr. MDu. bolwerc. See bulwark,

boulter, n., a long line for fishing, with hooks

attached. — Of unknown origin.

bounce, intr. and tr. v. — ME. bunsen. Cp. LG.

bunsen, Du. bonzen, 'to beat, thump'. Cp. also

jounce.

Derivatives: bounce, n., bounc-er, n., bounc-ing,

adj., bounc-ing-ly, adv.

bound, n., limit. — ME. bounde, fr. earlier bunne,

fr. OF. bonne, fr. earlier bodne, 'limit, boun-

dary', fr. ML. bodina, which is prob. of Gaulish

origin. Cp. borne.

Derivatives: bound, tr. v., to set a limit to,

intr. v., to have a boundary, boundary (q.v.),

bound-less, adj., bound-less-ly, adv., bound-less-

ness, n.

bound, intr. v., to leap. — F. bondir, 'to rebound,

resound, echo', fr. VL. *bombitire, formed—

prob. on the analogy of VL. *tinnitire (whence

OF. tentir, F. retentir), 'to resound'—fr. L.

bombire, 'to resound', fr. bombus, 'a hollow,

deep sound'. Cp. Late L. hombitdre, 'to buzz,

hum', another derivative of L. bombire. See

bomb and cp. bombard, rebound.

Derivatives: bound, a leap, bound-ing, adj.,

bound-ing-ly, adv.

bound, adj., i) ready (obsol.); 2) ready to go,

going. — ME. boun, bun, 'prepared, ready', fr.

ON. buinn, pp. of bHa, 'to dwell, prepare'. See

be and cp. boor, bower, 'cottage', booth, bothy.

The d in bound is excrescent. Cp. pound, 'to

beat', round, 'to whisper', sound, 'noise',

horehound.

bound, past tense and pp. of bind. — ME. bun-

de{n), past terise, resp. pp. of binden. See bind,

boundary, n. — A blend of bound, 'limit', and

ML. bonndrium, 'piece of land with a fixed

limit', fr. OF. bonne, 'limit'. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ary.

bounden, adj. — ME. bounden, fr. OE. bunden,

pp. of bindan, 'to bind'. See bind,

bounder, n., an ill-bred person. — Formed fr.

bound, 'to leap', with agential suff. -er.

bounteous, adj., i) generous; 2) abundant. —
ME. bountevous, formed with suff". -ous fr. OF.

bontif, fem. bontive, fr. bonte (F. bonte). See

bounty. Derivatives: bounteous-ly, adv., boun-

teous-ness, n.

bountiful, adj. — Compounded of bounty and

-ful.

Derivatives; bountiful-ly, adv., bountiful-ness, n.

bounty, n. — OF. bonte (F. bonte), fr. L. boni-

tdtem, ace. of bonitds, 'goodness', fr. bonus,

'good'. See bonus and cp. It. bontd, Rum. bund-

late, Engadine bundet, OProven?., Catal. bon-

tat, Sp. bondad. Port, bondade, 'goodness',

which all derive fr. L. bonitdtem. For the endi.

see suff. -ty.

bouquet, n., i) a bunch of flowers, nosegay;

2) aroma. — F., orig. meaning 'grove, thicket',

dimin. formed fr. ML. boscus, 'wood', whence

also F. bois, 'wood, forest'; see bush and cp.

bosket. For the original sense of bouquet cp.

bouquet d'arbres, 'group of trees, grove'.

Bourbon, n., a member of the royal family in

France which reigned 1589-1792 and 1815-

1848. — F., from Bourbon I'Archambault, chief

town of a lordship in central France. The place

name Bourbon is traceable to Borvo, name of a

thermal deity. See biffbot.

Derivatives: Bourbon-ism, n., Bowbon-ist, n.

bourdon, n., pilgrim's staff. — F. bourdon, fr.

ML. burdonem, ace. of burdo, fr. L. burdus,

'mule'. For sense development cp. chevron, ram,

sawbuck, sawhorse.

bourdon, n., a drone bass. — F., fr. ML. bur-

donem, ace. of burdo. See burden, 'refrain'.

bourette, n., a kind of siUc linen or cotton yam
with knots. — F. bourrette, dimin. of bourre,

'flock (for stuffing or padding); floss silk', fr.

Late L. burra, 'a shaggy garment' wich is cogn.

with Gk. Psppov, 'thick with hair, shaggy'. See

bureau and -ette and cp. burel, burl, burlesque.

bourgeois, adj., characteristic of the middle class;

middle-class; n., one of the middle class. —

•

F., fr. bourg, 'small town', hence prop, meaning

'inhabitant of a bourg'; of Teut. origin. See

borough and cp. burgess. Cp. also burgee.

bourgeois, n., a size of printer's type (print). —
Named after Bourgeois, a French type founder.

bourgeoisie, n., middle class. — F., fr. bourgeois.

See bourgeois, 'middle class'.

boum, bourne, also bum, n., a stream. — ME.
burne, borne, fr. OE. brunna, burna, rel. to OS.,

OHG. brunno, 6N. brunnr, Norw. brunn, brynn,

Dan. br0nd, Swed. brunn, OFris. burna, MLG.,
MDu. borne, Du. bron, MHG. brunne, brun,

G. Brunnen and Born, Goth, brunna, 'well,

spring', and cogn. with Gk. (ppsap, 'well, spring'.

Arm. albeur (gen. alber), 'source', Russ. brujd,

'current', bruit', 'to stream with force*. For

more cognates see barm, brand, bread, brew,

broil (in both senses), broth, and ferveut, phreatic.

bourn, bourne, n., a Umit. — F. borne, fr. earlier

bodne. See bound, 'limit'.

bourree, n., an old lively French dance. — F.,

prop. fem. pp. of bourrer, 'to cram, to stuff (a

chair, etc.)', fr. Late L. burra, 'a shaggy gar-

ment', which is rel. to L. birrus, 'a kind ofcloak'

;

see burnous. The dance was prob. so called from
its rude and uncouth movements.

bourse, n. — F., 'purse, exchange', fr. Late L.

bursa, 'purse' (see purse). The sense develop-

ment of the word is due to the following facts.

In the 13th cent, a famous family of merchants

living in Bmges (Belgium) was called Van der

Burse (in aUusion to the three purses contained

in their coat of arms). The place before their

house became a celebrated meeting center of

merchants and bankers. This is why the Ex-

change of Antwerp built after the pattern of

that in Bruges was called Bourse. Later this word

became the general name denoting exchange.

See Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 81. Cp. bur-

sar, disbourse.

bouse, n., a drink. — ME. bous, fr. MDu. buse,

'cup'. See next word.

bouse, intr. and tr. v. to carouse. — ME. bousen,

fr. MDu. bUsen, 'to carouse', rel. to MHG. bUs,

'act of swelling, inflation' ; of uncertain origin.

Cp. booze.

Derivatives: bous-er, n., bous-y, adj.

boustrophedon, n., an old form of writing, in

which lines run alternately from right to left and

from left to right.— Gk. poucTpocpvjSov, 'turn-

ing as an ox turns in plowing', compounded of

^oOs, 'ox', and aTpsipeiv, 'to turn'. See bovine

and strophe.

bout, n., a contest. — Fr. earlier bought, 'bend',

from the base of bow, 'to bend', and in gradation-

al relationship to bight.

boutade, n., whim, caprice. — F., fr. bouter, 'to^

beat, push', fr. Frankish *bdtan, 'to beat', which

is rel. to OHG. bd33an, OE. beatan, of s.m. See

See beat and -ade and cp. boterol, butt, 'to strike'.

Bouteloua, n., a genus of grasses (hot.)— ModL.,

named after the Spanish botanist Claudio

Boutelou (1774-1842).

boutique, n., a shop. — F., fr. OProven?. botica

(also botiga), fr. Gk. i.v:o^i\y.y\, 'any place

wherein to lay up something; magazine, store-

house', whence also L. apotheca. See apothecary

and cp. bodega, bottega. The vowel i (for e) is

due to the MGk. pronunciation of 7] as /.

bouts-rimes, n. pi., rhyming words to which ver-

ses are to be composed. — F., lit. 'rhyming

ends'. See butt, 'the thicker end of anything'

and rhyme.

bovate, n., a measure of land (obsol.) — ML.
bovdta, fr. L. bos, gen. bovis, 'ox'. See next word.

bovine, adj., pertaining to the ox. — Late L. bo-

vinus, fr. L. bos, gen. bovis, 'ox', which stands for

*g«-'6us, and is rel. to Umbr. bum, 'the ox'

(ace.), and cogn. with OHG. chuo, OE. cu,

'cow'. See cow and cp. words there referred to.

For the ending see adj. suff. -ine.

Bovista, n., a genus of gasteromycetous fungi. —
ModL., fr. G. Bovist (also Bofist), 'puffball',

dissimilated fr. earlier vohenfist, fr. MHG. vohe,

'vixen'; see fox. The second element is cogn.

with 01. picchord, 'pipe, flute', OSlav. piskati,

'to whistle', fr. the I.-E. imitative base *peis-,

'to blow'.

bow, intr. and tr. v., to bend. — ME. bugen,

bogen, bowen, bugen, fr. OE. bUgan, 'to bow
down, stoop, bend, turn; to flee', rel. to OS. bd-

gan, MLG. bdgen, MDu. bughen, Du. buigen,

OHG. biogan, MHG., G. biegen, Goth, biugan,

'to bend', ON. boginn, 'bent', beygja, 'to bend',

Dan. bugne, beie, Swed. buga, bdja, 'to bend', fr.

I.-E. base *bheug(h)-, 'to bend', whence also OI.

M«/<i//,'bends,thrusts aside',6/iMA:/a^,'bent'.Base
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*bheugih)-, 'to bend', is identical with base

*bheug-, 'to flee', which prop, meant originally,

'to bend one's course away from a place',

whence Gk. ipsuYEiv, L. fugere, 'to flee', Lith.

btigstu, biigti, 'to be frightened'. For sense de-

velopment cp. OE. biigan, 'to bow down, stoop;

to bend, turn; to flee'. Cp.bow, 'anything bent',

bight, bout, buxom, akimbo. Cp. also fugitive

and words there referred to.

Derivative: bow, n., inclination of the head.

bow, n., anything bent; rainbow; weapon. —
ME. bowe, fr. OE. boga, rel. to ON. bogi, OFris.

boga, Du. boog, OHG. bogo, MHO. boge, G.

Bogen, 'bow', and to OE. bugan, etc., 'to bend',

and cogn. with Ir. fid-bocc, 'wooden bow'. See

bow, 'to bend', and cp. elbow, embow.

Derivatives: bow, intr. v., to use the bow, bow-

ed, adj., bow-ing, n.

bow, n., the fore part of a ship. — Of Scand.

origin. Cp. ON. bogr, Dan. bov, Swed. bog,

'shoulder; bow of a ship'. See bough,

bowdlerize, tr. v., to expurgate. — Formed with

sufF. -ize from the name of Thomas Bawdier,

who ini8l8 published The Family Shakespeare,

expurgating from it, according to his own

words, 'whatever is unfit to be read by a gentle-

man in a company of ladies'.

Derivative: bowdler-iz-ation, n.

bowel, n. — ME. bouel, bouele, fr. OF. boel (F.

boyau), fr. L. botellus, dimin. of bolulus, 'sau-

sage', fr. I.-E. base *gwet-, *geut-, *gut-, 'to

vault', whence also L. guttur, 'throat', Goth.

qipus, OE. cwid, 'belly, womb', O^. kvidr,

'belly', MHG. kutel, G. Kutteln, 'guts, bowels;

tripe; chitterlings'. The above base is a dental

enlargement of base *geu-, 'to bend, curve,

arch'. See ist cove and cp. botulism, boyau, chit-

tcrling. Cp. also bitumen, cud, guttural.

Derivatives: bowel, tr. v., bowel(l)-ed, adj.

bowenite, n., a variety of serpentine (^mineral.) —
Named after G.T.Bowen, who analyzed it. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

bowe.-, n., one who, or that which bows. —
Formed fr. bow, 'to bend', with agential suff. -cr.

bower, n., an anchor carried at the bow of a ship.

— Formed fr. bow, 'the fore part of a ship', with

suff. -er.

bower, n., cottage. — ME. hour, 'chamber', fr.

OE. hiir, rel. to ON. bur, 'chamber', Swed. bur,

'cage', OHG. biir, 'dwelling, chamber', MHG.
bCir, 'chamber, cage', G. Bauer, 'cage'. These

words lit. mean 'lodging', and are rel. to ON.

bi'm, OE. buan, 'to dwell'. See be and cp. boor,

byre. Cp. also next word.

Derivative: bower-y, adj.

bower, n., the knave in cards. — G. Bauer,

'peasant', fr. MHG. gebure, fr. OHG. giburo,

which is rel. to bur, 'a lodging'. See prec. word.

bowie knife. — Named after its inventor Colonel

James Bowie (1799-1836).

bowl, n., a hollow vessel. — ME. bolle, fr. OE.

hoUa, rel. to ON. bolle, OHO. bolla, MHG. bolle.
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'a round vessel', G. Bolle, 'bulb', OHG. bolon,

'to roll', fr. I.-E. base *bhel-, 'to swell'. See ball,

'a round body', and cp. boll and the second

element in rocambole.

Derivatives: bowl-er, n., round felt hat, bowl-y,

adj., bent.

bowl, n., a wooden ball. — F. boule, fr. L. bulla,

'bubble'. See bull, 'edict', and cp. bolero.

Derivatives: bowl, tr. v., to roll (bowls); intr. v..

to roll rapidly, bowler (q.v.), bowl-ing, n.

bowler, n., one who bowls. — Formed from prec.

word with agential suff. -er.

bowler, n., a hard round hat. — Formed with

sufF. -er fr. bowl, 'hollow vessel'.

bowline, n., a rope used to keep the sail taut

{^aut) — ME. bouline, fr. OF. bouline, which is

of LG. origin. Cp. MDu. boech-line (whence

Du. boeglijn), 'bowline', and see bow, 'the fore

part of a ship', and line,

bowls, n. pi., name of a game. — PI. of bowl, 'a

wooden ball'.

bowly, bowry, n., a well with steps leading down

to the water (Anglo-Ind.) — Hind, bdoli, bdori.

'a weir. Cp. 01. vavrdh, 'hole, well'.

bowsprit, n., the spar extending from the bow of

a ship. — ME. bouspret, prob. fr. MLG. boch-

spret, fr. bock, 'bow' (which is rel. to ON. bogr,

'bow'), and spret, 'pole' (which is rel. to OE.

spreot, 'pole'). Cp. Du. boegspriet, Dan. bug-

spryd, Swed. bogsprot, G. Bugspriet. F. beaupre

is a Dutch loan word. See bow, 'the fore part of

a ship', and sprit,

bowwow, n., and intr. v. — Of imitative origin.

bowyer, n., maker, or seller of bows. — Formed

fr. bow, 'weapon', with suff. -yer.

box, n., the tree. — ME., fr. OE. box, fr. L. buxus

(whence also It. bosso, F. buis), fr. Gk. ttu^o?,

'box tree', which is perhaps a loan word of

Thraco-Phrygian origin. Cp. next word, bushing,

Buxus, and pyx. Cp. also the second element in

arquebus, blunderbuss. For the change of Greek

Tt to i in Latin—which is prob. due to Etruscan

influence—cp. burro, carbasus and sbirro.

box, n., case, chest. — ME., fr. OE. box, orig. 'a

receptacle made of boxwood', fr. L. buxum,

'anything made of boxwood', fr. buxus, 'box

tree' ; see prec. word. Cp. MDu. bosse, busse and

OHG. buhsa (whence MHG. biihse, G. Biichse),

which derive fr. VL. *buxem, contraction of

*buxidem, ace. of buxis, which corresponds to

Classical L. pyxis, 'box of boxwood', fr. Gk.

Tvu^ic, of s.m., fr, -u?o?, 'box tree'. Cp. also

OF. boiste (whence F. boile), which comes fr.

VL. buxida, ace. of buxis. Cp. also Boxing day

and bush, 'metal lining'.

box, a blow. — ME., of uncertain, possibly imi-

tative, origin.

Oerivatives : box, intr. v., boxer{q.y.), boxing, n.

boxer, n., a person who fights with his fists. —
Formed fr. prec. word with agential suff'. -er.

Boxer, n., a member of a Chinese secret society.

— Loan translation of Chinese / he ch'iian.
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'righteous, unitmg fists', a phrase originating in

the misunderstanding of the original name

/ he t'uan, 'righteous harmony band'.

Boxing day, name given to Dec. 26th. — See box,

'case, chest'. Dec. 26th was so called from the

custom of distributing on this day the contents

of the Christmas box, i.e. the box (placed in the

church for charity and) opened on Christmas day.

boxwallah, n., a native peddlar in India (Anglo-

Ind.) — Hind, bakaswdld, a hybrid coined fr.

bakas = English box, 'case', and Hind. suff.

-wdld; see wallah. For sense development cp.

Scot, packman, 'peddlar'.

boy,n.— ME. boi, rel. to the OE.PN. Bofa, OFris.

boy, 'SL young gentleman', MDu. boeve, Du. boef,

'knave, villain', the OHG. PN. Buobo, MHG.
buobe, G. Bube, 'boy', and in vowel gradational

relationship to E. babe, baby (qq.v)

Derivatives : boy, tr. and intr. v., boy-hood, n.,

boy-ish, adj., boy-ish-ly, adv., hoy-ish-ness,n.,

boy-ism, n.

boyar, n. , a member of an order in Russian aristo-

cracy. — Russ. boyarin, fr. boji, 'struggle', in

gradational relationship to OSIav. biJQ, biti,

'to strike', bici, 'whip', Russ. bilo, 'mallet', fr.

I.-E. base *bhei-, 'to cut'. See bill, 'sword'.

boyau, n., trench; zigzag. — F., lit. 'gut, bowel',

fr. L. botellus, 'a little sausage', dim. of botuhis.

See bowel and cp. botulism,

boycott, tr. v., to combine in refusing to deal

with. — Fr. Captain Charles Boycott, landagent

at Lough-Mask in the county of Mayo, Ireland,

who was the first to be so treated (in 1880).

Derivatives: boycott, n., boycott-age, n., boy-

cott-er, n.

brab, n., the Palmyra tree. — Corruption of Port.

hrava (which is short for palmeira brava, 'wild

palm'), fem. of bravo, 'wild', fr. L. barbarus.

See brave,

brace, n., clasp, buckle. — ME. brace, fr. OF.

brace, brasse, 'the two arms' (whence F. brasse,

'fathom, armful'), fr. L. brachia, 'the arms', pi.

(of the neut. noun brachiutri) mistaken for a fem.

sing, noun, fr. Gk. (ipa/tcov, 'arm', which de-

rives fr. Ppayj?, 'short', and prop, means 'that

which is shorter (than the forearm)'. See brachy-

and cp. bracelet, brachial, brassard, braza, em-

brace, bretzel, and the second element in vam-

brace.

brace, tr. v., to encompass. — ME., fr. OF. hra-

cier, 'to embrace", fr. brace, 'the two arms'. Sec

brace, 'clasp'.

Derivatives: brac-ing, n. and adj.

brace, n., rope attached to the yard of a vessel

(naul.) — From F. bras in bras de vergue. 'tackle

for trimming a yard', fr. L. hrachium, 'arm". See

brace, 'clasp'.

bracelet, n. — OF. (= F.), formed with the

double dimin. suff. -elet, fr. braz (F. bras),

'arm'. Bracelet lit. means 'a little arm". See

brace, 'clasp, buckle', -el and -et.

Derivative: hracelet-ed, adj.

bracer, n,, armor for the arm (archaic). — ME.,

fr. OF. brasseure, formed fr. braz (F. bras),

'arm' (see brace, 'clasp, buckle'), with suff". -eure,

ure, which was changed in English to -er.

brach, n., a bitch hound (archaic).— ME. brache,

'a scenting hound', fr. OF. brache, which is of

WTeut. origin; cp. MDu. bracke, OHG. brac-

cho, MHG., G. bracke, 'hound, setter'. It.

bracco. Proven?, brae, of s.m., are Teut. loan

words; F. braque is borrowed either fr. Italian

or fr. Provensal. The above Teut. words are

rel. to MHG. brashen, 'to smell', and cogn.

with L. fragrdre, 'to smell sweetly'. See fra-

grant.

brachet, n., a little brach.— F. brachet, 'scenting

hound', dimin. of OF. brache. See prec. word

and -et.

brachi-, form of brachio- before a vowel.

brachial, adj., pertaining to the arm. — L. bra-

chialis, fr. brachium, 'arm'. See brace, 'clasp',

and adj. suff. -al.

brachiate, adj., having branches arranged in

pairs. — L. brachidtus, 'having branches that

resemble arms', fr. brachium, 'arm'. See brace,

'clasp', and adj. suff". -ate.

brachio-, before a vowel brachi-, combining form

meaning 'arm' (anal.) — Gk. ^pixyio-, Ppax'-,

fr. PpaxJ"^^ 'arm'. See brace, 'clasp'.

brachy-, combining forin meaning 'short'. — Gk.

(Bpa/u-, fr. p?a-/u?, 'short', which is cogn. with

L. brevis, 'short'. See brief, adj. and cp, brace,

'clasp'. Cp. also the second element in amphi-

brach, tribrach.

brachycephalic, also brachycephalous, adj., short-

headed (anthropometry). — Formed fr. brachy-,

Gk, zecpaXT), 'head' and suff. -ic, resp. -ous. See

cephalic. Cp. Gk. [ipax'jK£9-/"Aog, name of a fish,

lit. 'short-headed". The word was first used in

anthropometry by the Swedish anthropometrist

Magnus Gustaf Retzius (1842-1919).

brachylogy, n., a concise phrase or expression,

brevity in speech. — Gk. ppa/;jA0Yi5, 'brevity

in speech', compounded of ^payj;, 'short', and

-Xcvf.a, fr. -A'jyoc,, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See brachy- and -logy,

bracken, n., a coarse fern. — ME. broken, prob.

of Scand, origin. Cp. Swed. broken, 'fern', and

see brake, 'a fern'.

bracket, n. — F. bragueite, 'codpiece", dimin. of

brogue, "breeches", a loan word fr. OProveng.

braga, 'clout', in the pi. bragas, 'breeches", fr.

L, bruca, pi, brdcac, 'breeches", whence also It.

brache (pi.), 'trousers", Catal., Sp,, Port, braga,

'clout', m the pi. bragas, breeches', F. hiaie,

'clout', in the pi. braies, 'breeches". Sec breeches

and cp. brail.

Derivatives: bracket, tr. v., bracket-ing, n.

brackish, adj., salty, fresh. — Formed with adj.

sufi". -ish fr. obsol. brack, 'salty', fr. MDu. brae,

'salt water" (whence Du. brak water, G. Brack-

wasser, Swed. brakvatten, Dan. brakvand); fr.
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I.-E. base *bher-, 'to cut', whence also E. bore,

'to pierce' (q.v.)

Derivative: brackish-ness, n.

bract, n., a small leaf at the base of a flower

{hot.) — L. bractea, 'a thin metal plate', of un-

certain origin. The correct form is brattea.

bracteal, adj., pertaining to bracts. — Formed fr.

L. bractea (see prec. word) with adj. suff. -al.

bracteate, adj., having bracts (bot.) — L. brac-

teatus, 'covered with thin plates', fr. bractea. See

bract and adj. sufiF. -ate.

brad, n., a small wire nail. — ME. brod, 'spike,

headless nail', fr. ON. broddr, of s.m., which is

rel. to OE. brord, 'point; spire of grass', OHG.
brort, 'point; edge; crown'. Cp. broider, prod,

bradawl, n. — Compounded of brad and awl.

Bradbury, n., an EngUsh treasure note for £ I

or I OS., signed by John Bradbury, secretary to

the Treasury.

brady-, combining form meaning 'slow'. — Gk.

[ipaSu-, fr. ^paSi?, 'slow', which stands for

*g^fdus and is cogn. with Lith. gurdus, 'tardy,

negligent', Lett, gufds, 'tired'.

brae, n., slope, river bank (Scot.) — ON. bra,

'eyelash', rel. to OE. brxw, 'eyeUd', OFris. bre,

'eyebrow', OHG. brawa, 'eyebrow', orig. 'eye-

lash, eyelid', MHG. brd(we), G. Braue, 'eye-

brow', Goth, brahaugins, 'moment', fr. I.-E.

base *bherek-, 'to shine', whence also OE. breg-

dan, 'to move quickly, brandish; to weave'. See

braid. E. brow is not related to brae.

brag, intr. v. — ME. braggen, fr. OF. braguer,

'to brag', fr. brague, 'bragging', which is of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives: brag, n., braggart (q.v.),bragg-er,

n,, bragg-ing, adj., hragg-ing-ly , adv.

braggadocio, n., a braggart. — A hybrid coined

by Edmund Spenser (1552-99) in his Faerie

Queen, fr. E. brag, and It. pejorative suff. -occio.

braggart, n., a boaster; adj., boastful. — OF.
bragard, fr. braguer. See brag and -ard.

bragite, n., a variety of fergusonite {mineral^—
Named after Brage, the Norse god of poetry.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Brahma, Brahaman, n., l) the impersonal world

soul ; 2) the chief member of the trinity Brahma,

Vishnu and Siva {Hindu religion). — OI. brah-

man- (neuX.), 'prayer, the universal soul, the Ab-

solute' (in this last sense exceptionally treated

as masculine), Brahman (masc), 'the chief god

of Hindu religion', of uncertain origin; possibly

related to OI. brhdnt-, 'high', fr. I.-E. base

*bhergh-, 'high'. See borough.

Derivatives: Brahma-hood, n., Brahma-ic, adj.,

Brahman, n. (see next word)

Brahman, n., a member of the highest priestly

caste among the Hindus. — OI. brdhmana-, fr.

brahman-, 'prayer'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: Brahman, adj., Brahman-ic, adj..

Brahman-ism, n., Brahman-ist , n., Brahman-ist-

ic, Brahman-y, adjs.

Brahmanee, Brahmani, n., a Brahmin woman. —
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01. brahmani, fem. of brdhmana-. See prec. word.

brahmapootra, usually shortened to brahma, n.,

name of a large species of fowl. — From Brah-

maputra, name of the great river in India.

Brahmin, n. — A var. of Brahman,

braid, tr. v.— ME. breiden, braiden, fr. OE. breg-

dan, 'to move quickly, brandish; to weave', rel.

to ON. bregda, 'to brandish, turn about, braid',

OS. bregdan, 'to weave', Du. breien, 'to knit',

OHG. brettan, MHG. bretten, 'to draw, weave,

braid'. The orig. meaning of these words was

'to move suddenly to and fro'. They ult. derive

fr. I.-E. base *bherek-, 'to shine', whence also

01. bhrdsate, 'flames, blazes, shines', Gk. 9opx6i;,

'white, gray'. Cp. brae, bream, a fish, bridle,

broider, upbraid. Cp. also bright and words

there referred to.

Derivatives : braid, n., braid-ed, adj., braid-ing, n.

Braidism, n., hypnotism. — Named after

James Sra/ii in Manchester (died in i860). For

the ending see sufF. -ism.

Braidist, n., a hypnotist. — See prec. word and

-ist.

brail, n., rope used for hauling in a sail before

furling. — ME. brayle, fr. OF. braiel, 'breech

girdle', fr. braie, 'breeches', fr. L. brdcdte, of

s.m., fr. brdca, pi. brdcae, 'breeches'. See

breeches and cp. bracket.

Derivative: brail, tr. v., to haul in with the

brails (usually with up).

Braille, braille, n., system of writing for the

blind. — Named after the inventor Louis Braille

(1809-52), himself blind from the age of three,

and teacher of the blind.

Derivatives: Braille, braille, tr. v., Braill-ist,

braill-ist, n.

brain, n. — ME., fr. OE. br^gen, rel. to MLG.
bregen, OFris., Du. brein and cogn. with Gk.

Ppexixo; (also ppEY(i6;, PpsYP^a, Ppex|J^<^' Pp'^X"

jjLoq), 'the front part of the head'.

Derivatives: brain, tr. v., -brain-ed, combining

form; brain-er, n., brain-less, adj., brain-less-ly

,

adv., brain-less-ness, n., brain-y, adj.

braise, tr. v., to cook (meat) slowly in a covered

dish. — F. braiser, 'to stew', fr. braise, 'glowing

charcoal', fr. WTeut. *brasa; cp. It. bragia,

brace, OProven?. and Sp. brasa, which are of

the same origin. See braze and cp. breeze, 're-

fuse from charcoal or coke'.

brake, n., a kind of fem. — ME. brake, 'fern'. See

bracken,

brake, n., an instrument for breaking flax. —
ME., fr. MLG. brake, 'instrument for breaking

flax', re!, to Du. braak, G. Breche, of s.m., and

to Du. breken, OE. brecan, 'to break'. See break,

brake, n., a contrivance for retarding or stop-

ping the motion of a wheel.— From prec. word.

Derivative: brake-age, n.

Bramah press. — Named after its inventor, the

English mechanician Joseph Bramah.

bramble, n. — ME. brembil, fr. OE. brxmbel,

brembel, fr. earlier brSmel, bremel (the second
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b in brcembel, brembel, is intrusive); rel. to Du.

braam, OHG. brdma, brdmo, MHG. brdme,

'thorny bush, bramble', OE. brom, 'broom (the

plant)', fr. I.-E. base *bher-, 'point, edge; to cut

with a sharp point; to bore, pierce'. See bore

and cp. broom. For the ending see dimin. suff.

-le.

Derivatives: brambl-ed, adj., brambling (q.v.),

brambl-y, adj.

brambling, n., the mountain finch. — Formed fr.

bramble with subst. suff. -ing; cp. G. Bramling,

Brdmling, of same meaning.

bran, n. — ME., fr. OF. bren (F. bran), which is

of Celtic origin. Cp. brennage.

Derivative: bran, tr. v.

brancard, n., a horse litter.— F., 'stretcher, litter',

a Norman loan word with the original meaning

'thick branch', a derivative oTbranque, the Nor-

man equivalent of F. branche. See next word

and -ard.

branch, n. — ME. branche, braunche, fr. OF.

(= F.) branche, fr. Late L. branca, 'paw, claw',

a Gaulish word, which is cogn., with OSlav.

rqka, Lith. rankd, 'hand'. Cp. brank, brank-

ursine, embranchment.

Derivatives: branch, intr. and tr. v., branch-age,

n., branch-ed, adj., branch-er, n., branch-ing, n.

and adj., branch-y, adj.

brancbia, n., a gill. — L., fr. Gk. ppayxra (pl),

'gills' (the sing. PpayX"^^ means 'fin'), rel. to

^poYxo?, 'tracheal artery'. See bronchi and cp.

branchiate.

Branchiata, n. pi., a name denoting groups of

animals having gills (zooL) — A ModL. hybrid.

See next word.

branchiate, adj.; having gills {zool.) — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. ppayX'^ (see brancbia) and adj.

suff'. -ate (representing L. -dtus).

branchiform, adj., resembling a gill. — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. ^fi-T/.'-^ (see brancbia) and L.

forma, 'form, shape' (see form). The correct form

would be branchiomorph (fr. Gk. ppay/.ta and

[jLoptpT], 'form, shape').

brand, n. — ME. brand, brond, fr. OE. brand,

brand, 'firebrand, fire, torch, sword' (the mean-

ing 'sword' is derived from the flashing of the

blade), rel. to ON. brandr, 'firebrand, blade of

sword', OHG., MHG. brant, OFris. brond, of

s.m., Dan., Swed., Du., G. brand, 'firebrand,

fire' ; formed from the base of OE. beornan, etc.,

'to burn' (see bum, v.), with suff. -/>a(=-- I-E. -to).

Cp. OF. brant, 'blade of a sword , sword', It .
bran-

do (poet.), 'sword', F.ftraWoM, 'firebrand, torch',

which are Teut. loan words. Cp. also brandish,

brandy, bruidled, the first element in brandreth

and the second element in Hildebrand.

brandish, tr. v. — ME. braundisen, fr. OF. hran-

diss-, pres. part, stem of brandir, fr. brant,

"blade of a sword, sword'. See brand and verbal

suff. -ish.

Derivatives: brandish, n., brandish-er, n.

brandling, n., name of a worm. — Formed fr.

brand with suff. -ling; so called from the red

marking.

brandreth, n., gridiron. — ME., fr. ON. brandreid,

'firegrate', compounded of brandr, 'brand' and

reid, 'vehicle'. Sec brand and ride,

brandy, n. — Shortened fr. earlier brandwine,

brandewine, fr. Du. brandewijn, lit. 'distilled

wine', fr. branden, 'to burn', whence 'to distil',

and wijn, 'wine'. For the first element see burn,

v., and cp. brand, for the second see wine. Cp.

G. Branntwein, 'brandy'. Cp. also Czech pdlenka.

'brandy', and its equivalents in the other Slavic

languages, fr. pdliti, etc., 'to burn'.

Derivative: brandi-ed, adj.

brandypawnee, n., brandy and water (Anglo-

Jnd.)— A hybrid coined fr. E. brandy and Hind.

pdni, 'water'.

brangle, intr. v., to wrangle (archaic). — Prob.

a var. of wrangle. Cp. embrangle.

Derivative : brangle, n.

branks, n. pi., a sort of bridle ; an instrument used

formerly to punish noisy women. — Norm. F.

hranques, the equivalent of F. branches,

'branches'. Sec branch, brancard.

brank-ursine, n., the bear's breech (Acanthus

mollis). — Fr. branche ursine, fr. ML. branca

ursina, lit. 'bear's claw', fr. Late L. branca,

'claw' and fem. of the L. adjective ursinus, 'be-

longing to a bear' ; so called from the shape of

its leaves. Sec branch and ursine.

branle, n., an old French dance. — F., fr. branler,

'to shake, swing' (whence ebranler, of s.m.),

shortened form of brandcler, which is rel. to

brandir, 'to wave'. See brandish.

brannerite, n., a complex uranium titanatc (mine-

ral.) — Named after the American geologist

John Casper Branner (1850-1922). For the

ending sec subst. suff. -ite.

brant goose, also brend goose, n., — Cp. Swed.

brandgds, G . Brandgans, and see brand and goose

;

prob. so called from its dark color.

Brasenia, n., a genus of plants of the watershield

family (bot.) — ModL.. a name of uncertain

origin. For the ending see suff. -ia.

brash, n., rubbish. — Prob. fr. F. breche, 'breach,

breccia", fr. OHG. brehha. "breach', fr. brehhan.

'to break'. See break and cp. breccia.

Derivative: brash-y, adj.

brash, n., eructation. — Prob. identical in origin

with prec. word. For sense development cp. G.

brechen, 'to break; to vomit".

brass, n. — ME. bres, bras, fr. OE. br.TS, prob.

borrowed from the same Semitic source as L.

ferrum, 'iron'. See farrier and cp. brassie,

brazen.

Derivatives: brass, adj. and tr. v., hrass-y, adj.

brassage, n., a charge for coining money. — F.,

fr. brasser, 'to stir up, agitate', fr. OF. bracier,

fr. VL. *bracidre, fr. L. braces, quoted by Plin>

as a Gaulish word meaning 'bpelt'. Cp. W. biag,

'malt'. Cp. also brassery.

brassard, brassart, n., armor for the arm. — F
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brassard, fr. bras, 'arm', fr. L. brachium. See

brace, 'clasp', and -ard.

brasserie, n., brewery. — F., fr. brasser, 'to stir

up, agitate'. See brassage and -ery.

Brassica, n., a genus of plants including the cab-

bage, the turnip, the mustard, etc. — L. bras-

sica, 'cabbage'; cp. Gk. ppacjxr) (Hesychius),

'cabbage'; of uncertain etymology.

Brassicaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the cab-

bage family {bot.) — ModL., formed fr. prec.

word with sufF. -aceae.

brassie, brassy, n., a wooden club with a brass

plate. — Formed fr. brass with subst. suff. -ie,

resp. -y.

brat, n., bib, apron. — OE. bratt, 'a covering,

mantle', fr. Olr. or Gael, bratt, 'cloak, cloth'.

brat, n., child. — Prob. fr. prec. word.

Derivatives: brat-ling, n., bratt-ish, adj.

bratstYO, n., brotherhood. — Russ., etc., formed

with suff. -stvo (corresponding in meaning to E.

-hood), it. Russ., Pol., Slovak, brat, etc.,

'brother', which is cogn. with Goth, bropar,

OE. brodor, 'brother'. See brother.

brattice, n., a partition. — ME. bretasce, 'bar-

tizan", fr. OF. bretesche (F. breteche, bretesse),

'brattice', fr. ML. (turris) brittisca, 'British

tower', fr. OE. Brittisc, 'British'. See British and

cp. bartizan.

Derivatives: brattice, tr. v., brallic-er,n., hrat-

tic-ing, n.

braunite, n., a basic manganese silicate (mineral^

— Named after M. Braun of Golha. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

bravado, n., ostentatious show of courage. — Sp.

bravata, bravado, fr. It. bravata, 'boast, bluster',

whence also F. bravade, E. bravado was influ-

enced in form by the erroneous analogy of

Spanish words ending in -ado, as e.g. renegado.

See next word.

Derivative: bravado, intr. v.

brave, adj. — F., fr. It. bravo, orig. meaning

"wild, savage', fr. L. barbarus, 'foreigner'

(through the intermediate forms *brabarus,

*brabus); with change of meaning from 'wild'

to 'courageous'. See barbarian and cp. brab.

Derivatives: brave, n., brave, v. (q.v.), brave-

ry, n.

brave, tr. v., to defy; intr. v., to boast. — F.

braver, 'to dare, defy', fr. brave. See brave, adj.

Derivatives: braver, n., brav-ing, n.

bravo, n., brigand. — It. bravo, fr. L. barbarus.

See brave, adj.

bravo, interj., well done! ; n., the shout 'bravo'. —
It. bravo, 'the brave man', used in applauding

actors, etc. ; the fern, form brava is used in ap-

plauding a woman, the pi. bravi in applauding

several people. See brave, adj.

bravoite, n., an iron sulfide containing nickel

(mineral.) — Named after Jose J. Bravo, of

Lima, Peru. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

bravura, n., l) boldness, spirit; 2) in music, a

brilliant passage. — It., 'bravery, spirit', formed

fr. bravo, 'courageous, brave', with suff. -ura.

See brave, adj., and -ure.

brawl, intr. v. — ME. braulen, 'to scold, quarrel',

fr. braule, 'scold, quarrel', rel. to Du. and LG.
brallen, 'to brag'.

Derivatives: brawl, n., brawl-er, n., brawl-ing, n.

brawn, n. — OF. braon, braion, 'piece of flesh',

which is of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. brdto, 'tender

meat' (whence—with sense influenced by the un-.

related MHG. brdten, G. braten, 'to roast'

—

MHG. brdte, G. Braten, 'roast'), ON. brad, 'raw

meat', OE. brxd, 'flesh'.

Derivatives: brawn, tr. and intr. v., brawn-ed,

adj., brawn-ed-ness, n., brawn-er, n., brawn-y, adj.

braxy, n., a disease of sheep. — Prob. rel. to OE.
brsec, 'rheum', prop, 'a breach', from the stem

of brekan, 'to break'. See break,

bray, tr. v., to crush.— ME. braien, fr. OF. breier

(F. broyer), 'to crush, pound', fr. W. Teut. *bre-

can, 'to break', whence also OProveng. bregar.

See break,

bray, intr. v., to utter a cry (said esp. of the ass).

— ME. brayen, fr. OF. braire, 'to cry' (whence

F. braire, 'to bray'), fr. VL. *bragere, 'to whine,

cry' (whence also OProven?. braire, 'to cry,

sing'), which prob. derives from the Celtic

imitative base *brag-, 'to cry'. Cp. Gael, braigh-,

'to shriek, crack, crackle'.

Derivatives: bray, n., bray-er, n.

braza, n., a Spanish measure of length, fathom.

— Sp., fr. L. brachia (pi. of brachium, 'arm'),

taken as a fern. sing. Cp. F. brasse, 'fathom', and

see brace, 'clasp'.

braze, tr. v., to solder. — F. braser, 'to solder,

braze', fr. braise, 'glowing charcoal'. See braise

and cp. brazier, 'a pan for holding hot coals;

brazil, breeze, 'cinders', embracer, 'one who at-

tempts to corrupt a jury', embrasure.

braze, tr. v., to cover with brass. — OE. brassian,

fr. brxs, 'brass'; see brass. Cp. the verb glaze,

from the noun glass.

brazen, adj. — ME. brasen, fr. OE. brassen, 'of

brass; bold", fr. brass, 'brass'. See brass and adj.

suff. -en.

Derivative: brazen, tr. v.

brazier, n., one who works in brass. — ME. hra-

siere, fr. bras. See brass and -ier.

brazier, n., a pan for holding hot coals. — F.

brasier, fr. braise, 'glowing charcoal". See braze,

'to solder".

brazil, brazilwood, n.,— ME. brasil, fr. Sp. or Port.

brasil, name for a red dye-wood from the East

Indies, fr. F. bresil, of s.m., a derivative of OF.
breze (whence F. braise), 'glowing charcoal',

which is of Teut. origin. See braze, 'to solder'.

The wood was called brasU from its emberlike

color.

Brazil, n. — The country was so called from the

brazilwood-found in it.

brazilite, n., a variety of baddeieyite (mineral.) —
So called because found in Brazil. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -Ite. I

breach, n. — ME. breche, partly fr. OE. bryce,

'a breaking', which is rel. to brecan, 'to break',

partly fr. F. breche, fr. OHG. brehha, 'a

breaking', fr. brehhan, 'to break'. See break.

Cp. G. Bresche, 'breach', which was reborrowed

fr. F. breche. Cp. also breccia and brash, 'rub-

bish'.

Derivatives: breach, v., breach-er, n., breach-y,

adj.

bread, n. — ME. breed, brede, fr. OE. bread,

'morsel, crumb, bread', rel. to OS. brod, ON.
brand, Dan. bred, Swed. brod, OFris. brad, MDu.
brot, broot, Du. brood, OHG., MHG. brdt, G.

Brot, fr. Teut. *brauda, lit. 'bread leavened with

barm' ; cogn. with Thracian Gk. Ppuxoi; (PpoiJToi;

in Hesychius), (Jpurov, 'fermented liquor made
from barley', L. de-frutum, 'must boiled down'.

These words are formed with the I.-E. pp. suff.

-to fr. base *bhreu-, *bhru-, 'to boil, ferment',

whence also OE. breowan, ON. brugga, 'to

brew'. See brew and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: bread, tr. v.

breadth, n., — ME. bredethe, formed on the ana-

logy of ME. lengthe, etc., fr. OE. brsedu,

'breadth', fr. brad, 'broad'. See broad and subst.

suff. -th.

break, tr. and intr. v. — ME. breken, fr. OE.

brecan, rel. to OS. brecan, OFris. breka, Du.

breken, OHG. brehhan, MHG., G. brechen,

Goth, brikan, and cogn. with L. frangere, past

tense /re^r, 'to break', Ol. {giri)-hhrdj, 'breaking

forth (out of the mountains)', fr. I.-E. base

*bhreg-, 'to break'. A parallel base *bheg- ap-

pears in 01. bhandkti, 'he breaks'. Arm. be-

kanem, 'I break', bek, 'broken', Olt. com-boing,

'he breaks'. The disappearance of the r in this

secondary base is prob. due to the nasalization

of the base. Cp. brake, 'instrument for breaking

flax', brake, 'contrivance for stopping motion',

brash, braxy, bray, 'to crush', breach, breck,

brick, bricole, brioche, brook, n. Cp. also

fraction and words there referred to.

Derivatives: break, n., break-able, adj., break-

agen, n., breaker (q.v.), break-ing, n.

breaker, n., one who, or that which, breaks. —
Formed fr. break with agential suff. -er.

breaker, n., a small cask. — Sp. barrica, 'cask.

See barrel and cp. barricade.

brealifast, n. — Prop, 'the meal that breaks the

fast. Cp. F. dejeuner, 'to breakfast', fr. L. dis-

jejUndre, 'to break the fast' (see dejeuner, dinner).

bream, n., a fish. — ME. breme, brem, fr. F.

breme, fr. OF. braisme, fr. Frankish *brahsima,

which is rel. to OHG. brahsima, of s.m.
;
prob.

fr. Teut. base *brehwan, 'to shine', which is rel.

to I.-E. *bherek-, 'to shine, be white'. See braid.

bream, tr. v., to clean a ship's bottom. — Du.
brem, 'furze, broom'. See broom.

breast, n. — ME. brest, fr. OE. breost, rel. to OS.

briost, ON. brjost, OFris. briast, and to OFris.,

OHG., MHG., G. brust, MLG., MDu., Du.

borst, Goth, brusts, 'breast', and cogn. with MIr.

bruasach, 'having a broad, strong breast', Olr.

bruinne (for *bhrusnio-), 'breast', bru (for

*bhrusd-), 'abdomen, belly'; fr. I.-E. base

*bhreus-, 'to swell'. Cp. brisket, browse.

Derivatives: breast, tr. and intr. v., breast-ed,

adj., breast-er, n., breast-ing, n.

breastsummer, n., a large beam. — Compounded
of breast and summer, 'beam'.

breath, n.— ME. breeth, breth, fr. OE. brxj>, brep,

'odor, scent, breath', rel. to OHG., brddam,

MHG. brddem, G. Brodem, 'breath, steam', fr.

I.-E. base bher-, 'to boil'. See brew and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: breath-less, adj., breath-less-ly,

adv., breath-less-ness, n., breath-y, adj.

breathe, intr. and tr. v. — ME. brethen, fr. breth.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: breath-ed, adj., breath-er, n.,

breath-ing, verbal n. and pres. part.

breba, n., fig of the first crop. — Sp. breva, meta-

thesis of bevra, of s.m., fr. L. bifera, fern, of

bifer, 'bearing fruit twice a year', which is com-

pounded of bis, 'twice', and ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See bi- and bear, 'to carry'.

breccia, n., a rock composed of angular piece*

(petrogr.)— It., 'a kind of marble consisting of

angular pieces', fr. OHG. brechu, 'a breaking',

whence also F. breche. See breach.

Brechites, n., a genus of mollusks (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. [Bpe/Eiv, 'to wet', which is cogn.

with Lett, merguot, 'to rain softly', merga, 'a soft

rain', Russ. morosit\ 'to rain softly'. Cp. em-

brocate.

breck, n., a breach (obsol.) — Related lo break

(q.v.)

bred, past tense and pp. of breed. — ME, hredde,

bred(d), fr. OE. bredde, resp. gcbredUl). past

tense, resp. pp. of brcdan, 'to breed'. See breed.

bredbergite, n., a variety of iron garnet (mineral.)

— Named after B.G. Bredberg, who analyzed

it. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

brede, tr. v., to roast (obsol.) — OE. brsedun, 'to

roast', rel. to OHG. iraCon, 'to roast', fr. l.-E.

base *bher-, 'to boil'. See brew and cp. words

there referred to.

brede, n., breadth (dial.) — OE. hriedu, 'breadth',

rel. to brad, 'broad'. See broad.

brede, tr. and intr. v., to broaden (dial.) — OE.

brxdan, 'to broaden", rel. to brad, 'broad'. Cp.

OS. bredian, ON. breida, Du. ver-breden. OHG.,

MHG., G. breiten, Goth, braidjan, 'to broaden',

and see broad.

breeches, n. pi. — ME. brech, fr. OE. brec, pi. of

broc, rel. to ON., OS., OFris. brok, Dan. brog,

Swed., Norw. brok, Du. broek, OHG. bruoh,

MHG. bruoch, G. Bruch, 'breeches'; of uncer-

tain etymology. L. brdca, pi. hrdcae, "breeches",

is a Gaulish word borrowed fr. Teut. Cp.

bracket, brail, brogue, 'shoe'.

Derivatives: breech, Ir. v., breech-ed, adj.,

breech-ing, n.

breed, tr. and intr. v. — ME. breden, fr. OE. bre-
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den,'to cherish, keep warm, nourish', rel. to Du.

hroeden, OHG. bruoten, MHG. hriieten, G. brii-

ten, 'to brood, hatch", fr. I.-E. base *bher-, 'to

boil". See brew and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: breed, n., breed-er, n., breed-ing, n.,

breed-y, adj.

breeze, n., a Ught wind. — F. brise, prob. fr. Sp.

brisa, 'north-east wind"; not related to F. bise,

'dry and cold north wind' (see bise).

Derivatives: breeze, intr. v., breez-y, adj., breez-

i-ly, adv., breez-i-ness, n.

breeze, n., refuse from charcoal or coke. — F.

braise, 'cinders, live coal". See braise,

bregma, n., front part of the head {craniometry).

— Gk. Ppeyjia, 'front part of the head", rel. to

"^fizyjxoc,, of s.m., and cogn. with OE. brxgen,

"brain"; see brain. The name bregma was intro-

duced into craniometry by the French surgeon

and anthropologist Paul Broca (1824-80).

Derivatives: bregm-ate, bregm-atic, adjs.

brehon, n., one of a class of judges in ancient Ire-

land. — Ir. breitheamh, fr. Olr. brithem, gen.

hrithemon, 'judge', fr. brelh, 'a bearing; judg-

ment', which is rel. to bini, 'I bear", and cogn.

with L. ferre, 'to bear, carry". See bear, 'to

carry'.

breislakite, n., a variety of amphibole (mineral.)

— Named after the Italian geologist S.Breislak

(1748-1826). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

breithauptite, n., nickel antimonide (mineral.) —
Named after the German mineralogist J.F. A.

Brci/haupl (1791-1873). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

brelan, n., name of a gambling game. — F. bre-

lan. fr. OF. brclens, pi. of brelenc, 'table, gam-

bling table", whence 'a kind of gambling game",

fr. OHG. breiling, 'small plank", dimin. oibret,

'plank" (in G. slang, Brcltling denotes 'table").

For the etymology of OHG. bret see board,

'table", for the ending see suff. -ling.

breloque, n., a charm for a watch chain. — F.,

a word of imitative origin. Cp. berloque.

brcme. adj., famous (ohsol.) — ME., fr. OE.

htenw. 'famous".

Brengun. n., often shortened to bren. - - Coined

from the first two letters of Brno, a city in

Czechoslovakia, and the first two letters of £«-

field near London, fhe patent for the gun was

purchased in Brno; the gun was manufactured

at Enfield.

brennage, n., payment made in bran to feed the

lords' hounds (feudal Ian). — OF. brenage, fr.

bren. 'bran'. See bran and -age.

brent goose. — See brant goose.

Brenthis, n., a genus of butterflies (entomol.) —
ModL., lit. 'the arrogant (insect)', fr. Gk.

ppsvitoc, 'pride, arrogance', which is of un-

certain origin.

bressummer. — See brcastsuramer.

bretelle, n., strap, braces. — F., fr. OHG. brittil,

'bridle", which is rel. to bridet, of s.m. See

bridle.
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brethren, n. — Archaic pi. of brother.

Breton, adj. and n. — F. See Briton and cp. the

first element in next word.

Bretwalda, n., a title given to some of the earlier

Anglo-Saxon kings. — OE., lit. 'ruler of the

Britons'. See Breton and wield and cp. the first

element in Walter and the second element in

Oswald.

breve, n., i) a writ or brief (law); 2) a curved line

C) placed over a vowel to indicate its shortness

(gram.) ; 3) a note equal to two whole notes or

the sign for it (\a\) (mus.)— In the legal sense, fr.

ML. breve, 'letter', prop. neut. of the L. adjective

brevis, 'short' ; in the grammatical sense, fr. P.

breve, prop. fern, oibref, 'short', used as a noun,

fr. L. brevis: in the musical sense, fr. It. breve,

which also derives fr. L. brevis. See brief, adj.

and n.

Derivative: breve, tr. v. (obsol.), to write down.

brevet, n., a commission giving an army officer

nominal higher rank. — F., dimin. of bref,

'brief, document'. See brief, n., and -et and cp.

prec. word.

Derivative : brevet, tr. v.

brevi-, combining form meaning 'short'. — L.

breve-, fr. brevis, 'short'. See brief, adj.

breviary, n., a short prayer booktised by priests

in the Roman Catholic Church. — L. brevid-

rium, 'summary', neut. of the adjective brevi-

arius, 'abridged', used as a noun, fr. brevidre,

'to shorten, abbreviate', fr. brevis, 'short'. See

brief, adj., and subst. suff. -ary and cp. brevet,

abbreviate. Cp. also brimborion.

brevier, n., a size of small type, between bour-

geois and minion (typogr.) — Lit. 'the breviary

type' (cp. G. Brevier, 'breviary'); so called be-

cause this type was used originally in printing

breviaries.

breviped, adj., having short feet.— Compounded
of L. brevis, 'short', and pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'.

See brief, adj., and pedal.

brevipennate, adj., having short wings. — Com-
pounded of L. brevis, 'short', and penna, 'wing'.

See brief, adj., and pennate.

brevity, n., shortness of time. — L. brevitds,

'shortness', fr. brevis, 'short'. Cp. F. brievete,

of s.m., fr. L. hrevitdtem, ace. of brevitds. See

brief, adj., and -ity.

brew, tr. and intr. v. — ME. brewen, fr. OE. bre-

owan, rel. to OS. breuwan, ON. brugga, Dan.

brygge, Swed. brygga, Norw. brugga, bryggja,

OFris. briCtwa, MDu. brouwen, brUwen, Du.

brouwen, OHG. briuwan, MHG. briiwen, brou-

wen, G. brauen, 'to brew', MLG. broien, MDu.
broeyen, MHG. brUejen, briien, G. briihen, 'to

scald', fr. I.-E. base *bheru-, *bhreu-, *bhra-, 'to

boil, ferment', whence also OI. bhurv-anih, 'wild,

turbulent', bharnih, 'violent, passionate'. Arm.

albeur (gen. aiber), 'source', Gk. 9opi5vciv,

ipopuoaeiv, 'to knead together, soil, bespatter',

(pp^ap (gen. qjpiaTo?), 'well, spring' Thracian

Gk. PpuTOi; (ppoCiToi; in Hesychius), PpOxov,

I

I
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'fermented liquor made from barley, beer", L.

defrutum, 'must boiled dov^n', fervere 01 fervere,

'to boil, glow, foam'. Alb. brum, brume, 'leaven',

Russ. brujd, 'current', bruit\ 'to stream with

force', Olr. bruth, 'heat', MIr. berbaim, 'I boil,

seethe". Base *bheru-, *bhreu-, *bhru- represents

enlargement forms of base *bher-, 'to boil, fer-

ment', which appears e.g. in h.fermentum, 'sub-

stance causing fermentation'. Cp. brewis. Cp.

also barm, Bourbon, bourn, 'stream', brand,

bread, breath, brede, 'to roast', brindled, broil (in

both senses); brood, broth, burbot, burn, n. and

V. Cp. also ferment, fervent, fry, 'to cook in fat'.

Derivatives: brew, n., brew-age, n., brew-er, n.,

brew-er-y, n., brew-ing, n., brewster (q.v.)

brewis, n., beef broth. — ME. broues, brouet,

brouis, 'broth', fr. OF. (= F.) brouet, of s.m.,

derivative of breu, 'broth', which is of Teut.

origin. See brew and cp. words there referred to.

brewster, n., a brewer. — Formed fr. brew with

suff. -ster. The word denoted orig. a female

brewer.

briar, n. — See brier.

Briareus, n., a hundred-handed giant (Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Bpiapsox;, fr. ppiap6(;,

'strong', fr. base ppi- (cp. the compound Ppi-

TjTruo?, 'loud-shouting'), whence also PpT&ii?,

'heavy', ppli^eiv, 'to be laden, to be heavy', fr.

I.-E. base *g'"er-, 'heavy', whence also Gk.

papui;, L. gravis, 'heavy'. See grave, adj., and

cp. bare-. Cp. also Bridget, Brigit.

bribe, n.— OF. bribe, 'crumb, piece of bread', esp.

'piece given to a beggar', fr. briber, brimber,

'to beg', which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: bribe, tr. v., brib-able, adj., brib-ee,

n., brib-er, n., brib-er-y, n.

bric-a-brac, n., odds and ends of furniture, artist-

ic objects, etc.— F. bric-a-brac, 'odds and ends,

curiosity shop'; of imitative origin.

brick, n. — F. brique, 'brick', fr. MDu. bricke,

of s.m., lit. 'a broken piece', rel. to E. break

(q.v.) Cp. briquette.

Derivatives: brick, adj. and v., brick-y, adj.

bricole, n., a catapult. — F., 'catapult; driving

belt, strap, rebound of a ball, zig-zag'. The word

derives fr. OProveng. bricola or It. briccola,

'machine of war', fr. Longobard *brihhil, re-

constructed fr. MHG. brechel, which Ut. means
'that which breaks", fr. brechen, 'to break'. See

break.

bridal, n., ceremony of marriage. — ME. bridale,

fr. OE. brydealu, 'bride-ale, bride feast'; (see

bride, 'newly married woman', and ale). Later

the second element of ME. brid-ale was prob.

confused with the suff. -al in synonymous words
(cp. espousal, nuptial).

Derivative: bridal-er, n.

bridal, adj., i) pertaining to a bride; 2) pertaining

to a wedding. — Either fr. adjectival use of bri-

dal, n., or formed fr. bride with adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: bridal-ly, adv.

bride, n., a newly married woman. — ME. bride.

brief

bryde, fr. OE. bryd, rel. to OFris., breid, 'bride',

OS. brad, ON. brUdr, OFris. breid, Du. bruid,

OHG., MHG. brut, G. Braut, 'bride', Goth.

brUps, 'daughter-in-law'. L. Frutis, a name for

Venus, is not cognate with the Teut. words quot-

ed, but with Gk. TrpuT-avi;, jtpoT-avn;, 'prince,

lord, president' (see prytany). Cp. burd.

bride, n., loop, tie. — F., 'bridle, bridle rein', fr.

MHG. bridel, which is rel. to E. bridle.

bridegroom, n. — ME. brudgume, bridegome, fr.

OE. brydguma, rel. to OS. brUdigumo, ON. brud-

gumi, OHG. briitigomo, MHG. briutegome, G.

Brdutigam, 'bridegroom'. For the first element

in bridegroom see bride. The second element

arose through the substitution of groom (q.v.)

for OE. guma, 'man', which is rel. to OS. gumo,

gomo, ON. gumi, OFris. goma, OHG. gomo,

Goth, guma, 'man', and cogn. with L. homo,

'man'. See human.

bridewell, n., house of correction, prison. —
From Bridewell in London, a house of correc-

tion. The name has been altered fr. St. Bride's

Well, and this fr. St. Bridget's Well. See Bridget

and well, 'spring'.

bridge, n., structure spanning a river, etc. — ME.
brigge, brig, etc., fr. OE. brycg, bricg, rel. to

OS. bruggia, ON. bryggja, brU, Dan. bro, Swed.

brygga, OFris. brigge, bregge, Du. brug, OHG.
brucca, G. Briicke; prob. orig. 'bridge of beams',

and derived fr. I.-E. base *bhrii-, *bhreu-, 'beam,

log', whence also Gaulish briva, 'bridge', OSlav.

brUvUno, 'beam', Serb, bfv, 'footbridge'.

Derivatives: bridge, tr. v., bridg-ed, adj., bridg-

ing, n.

bridge, n., a card game resembling whist. •— First

mentioned as Biritch or Russian Whist; of un-

known origin.

Bridget, fem. PN. — From Ir. Brighid, name of

the Irish fire goddess, a derivative of brigh,

'strength', which is cogn. with Gk. ppTftu?,

'heavy', [ipt^siv, 'to be laden, to be heavy',

Ppi.ap6(;, 'strong'. See Briareus and cp. Brigit

and the first element in bridewell.

bridle, n. — ME. bridel, fr. OE. bridel, brigdels,

rel. to Du. breidel, OHG. brittil, MHG. bridel,

OHG. brittil, MHG. bridel, and to OE. bregdan,

'to move quickly, brandish; to weave'. See

braid and cp. bride, 'loop', bridoon, debride-

ment. Cp. also bretelle. For the ending see di-

min. suff. -le.

bridle, tr. and intr. v. — ME. bridlen, fr. OE.

bridlian, fr. bridel. See bridle, n.

Derivatives: bridl-ed, adj., bridl-er, n., bridl-

ing, n.

bridoon, n., snaffle and reins of a military bridle.

— F. bridon, dimin. of bride, 'bridle'. See bride,

'loop'.

Brie cheese, often shortened to brie. — From
Brie, name of a district in the department Seine-

et-Mame in France, renowned for its cheese.

brief, adj., short in duration. — ME. bref, fr.

OF. (= F.) bref, fr. L. brevis, 'short', which
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prob. stands for *mregh-w-i-s, brehvis, and is

cogn. with Sogdian murzak, 'stiort', the first ele-

ment in Avestic m^r^zu-jlti, 'shortlived', Gk.

Ppaxu? (for I.-E. mrghiis), 'short', Goth. *maur-

gus, 'short' (only in the compound gamaurgjan,

'to shorten'), OHG. murg, murgi, 'short', OE.

myrge, 'pleasing, dehghtful, merry' ; see merry,

adj. For sense development cp. G. Kurzweil,

'pastime', lit 'a short time'. Cp. brief, n. Cp.

also brachio-, brachy-, brace, 'clasp', brevet,

brevi-, breviary, brevier, brevity, brume, abbre-

viate, abridge.

brief, n., a summary. — ME. bref, fr. OF. (= F.)

bref, fr. ML. breve, prop. neut. of L. adj. brevis,

'short', used in the sense of 'short writing, letter,

document'. Cp. It. breve, of s.m., G. Brief, 'let-

ter'. See brief, adj., and cp. breve.

Derivatives: brief, tr. v., briefless, adj., brief-

less-ly, adv., brief-less-ness, n., brief-ly, adv.

brier, briar, n., a prickly plant. — ME. brere, fr.

OE. brxr, brer.

brier, briar, n., heath. — F. bruyere, 'heather,

heath', fr. VL. *hrucaria, *brugaria, fr. briicus,

'heather', a word of Gaulish origin. Cp. Olr.

froech (for *vroiko-s), 'heath', which is cogn.

with Gk. EpstxY), splxT, (for *f£pe£xa), 'heath',

Lith. virzis, Russ. veres, of s.m. Cp. also brisk,

brusque, Erica.

brig, n., a two-masted square-rigged vessel. —
Abbreviation of brigantine.

brigade, n. — F., fr. It. brigala, fr. brigare, 'to

fight', fr. briga, 'strife', which is of GauHsh ori-

gin. Cp. Gael, brigh, W. hri, 'power'. Cp. also

brigand.

Derivatives: brigade, tr. v., brigadier, n. (q.v.)

brigadier, n., an officer commanding a brigade.

—

F., fr. brigade. See prec. word.

brigand, n,, bandit. — F., fr. It. brigante, fr.

brigare. 'to fight". Sec brigade.

Derivatives: brigand-age, n. (fr. F. brigandage),

hrigander, n., hrigandine (q.v.), brigand-ish, adj.,

brigand-ish-iy, ad\'., brigand-ism, n.

brigandinc, n., body armor. — F., fr. It. brigan-

rina, fr. brigare, 'to fight'. See prec. word.

brigantine, n., a two-masted square-rigged ship.

— F. brigantin, fr. It. briganlino, 'piratical (lit.

'fighting') vessel", fr. brigante 'brigand'. See

brigand.

bright, adj. — .ME. brilit, fr. OE. beorht, bryht,

rel. to OS. herht, ON. bjarlr, Norw. bjerk,OHG.

beraht, MHO. birht, Goth, bairhts, 'bright', fr.

I.-E. base *bhereg-, 'to shine, be white', whence

also OI. bhrdjate, 'shines, glitters', Lith. breksta,

brek.iti, 'to dawn'. W. berth, "bright, beautiful'.

Cp. birch. Cp. also Bertha, the first element in

Bardolph, Bertram, and the second element in

Albert, Cuthbert, Egbert, Ethelbert, filbert, gil-

bert, Herbert, Hubert, Lambert, Robert. I. -E . base

*bhereg- is rel. to base *bherek-, 'to shine, be

white' ; see braid and cp. words there referred to.

Bright's disease, chronic nephritis. — So called

after the English physician Richard Bright {ijSg-

1858), who first described this disease (in 1827).

Brigit, fern. PN. — From Ir. Brighid, name of the

Irish fire goddess. Sec Bridget.

brill, n., a flat fish allied to the turbot. — Cp. Co.

brilli, 'mackerel', contracted fr. brithelli, lit.

'streaked'.

brilliance, brilliancy, n. — Formed fr. next word
with sufl". -ce, resp. -cy.

brilliant, adj. — F. brillant, lit. 'shining', pres.

part, of briller, 'to shine', fr. VL. *berylldre, 'to

shine like a beryl', fr. L. beryllus, fr. Gk. |3t;-

puXXo;, 'beryl'. See beryl and -ant.

Derivatives: brilliant, n., brilliant-ly, adv., bril-

liant-ness, n.

brilliantine, n., an oily liquid used to make the

hair glossy. — F. brillantine, fr. brillant, 'shin-

ing'. See prec. word.

brim, n. — ME. brimme, brim, rel. to ON. barmr,

MHG. brem, 'bordering edging'. Late MHG.
verbremen, G. verbramen, 'to border, edge',

OHG. brdmberi, MHG. bramber, G. Brom-

beere, 'bramble, blackberry', OE. brom, 'broom'.

All these words are derivatives of I.-E. base

*bhre-m-, 'edge, point; to bore, pierce', an en-

largement of base *bher-, of s.m., whence berm,

board, 'table', board 'side of a ship', bramble,

broom.

brimborion, n., nonsense. — F., 'knick-knack,

bauble, gewgaw', fr. earlier briborion, breborion,

fr. Eccles. L. breviarium, 'breviary'. See breviary.

brimmer, n., a vessel filled to the brim.— Formed
fr. brim with sulf. -er.

brimstone, n. — ME. brinston, brenston, fr. brin-

nen, 'to burn', and ston, 'stone', hence the word

lit. means 'burnstone' ; rel. to ON. brennisteinn,

'brimstone'. See burn and stone.

Derivative: hrimslon-y, adj.

brindisi, n., a rhymed toast. — It., fr. G. {ieh)

bring' dir's, lit., '(I) bring it to you', used in the

sense of 'I drink your health'. Cp. G. jemandes

Gesimdheit ausbringen, 'to drink one's health'.

brindled, adj., streaked with a dark,esp. brown or

tawny, color. — Formed—prob. after kindled—
fr. archaic brinded, fr. ME. brended, which is rel.

to brand,

brine, n. — ME., fr. OE. bryne, rel. to MDu. brine

(whence Du. brijn).

Derivatives: brine, tr. v., brin-er, n.

bring, tr. v. — ME. bringen, fr. OE. bringan, rel.

to OS. brengjan, OFris. brenga, MDu. brenghen,

Du. brengen, OHG. bringan, MHG., G. bringen,

Goth, briggan, fr. Teut. base *bhrenk-. Outside

Teut. cp. W. he-brnwg, 'to send', MCo. hem-

bronk. 'we lead'.

Derivative: bring-er, n.

brinjarry, also binjarree, n., a dealer in grain and

sah (Anglo-Ind.) — Hind, banjdra, lit. 'one who
carries on trade', fr. OI. vaijijyd, 'trade, traffic'

(fr. vanij, 'merchant'), and kdrah, 'doer', which

is rel. to kfnoti, 'he does, makes, accomplishes'.

See Sanskrit and cp. Chamar. The word brinjarry

was influenced in form by Pers. birinj, 'rice'.
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brink, n. — ME. brink, of Scand. origin. Cp.

Dan. brink, 'steepness, brink, precipice', ON.
brekka, 'projection, slope', which are rel. to

MDu. brink, 'edge, shore'. All these words de-

rive fr. I.-E. base *bhreng-, 'to project', whence

also Lith. brinkti, 'to swell'.

brio, n., vivacity. — It., of uncertain origin, per-

haps aphetic for L. ebrius, 'drunk, intoxicated'.

See ebrious.

brioche, n., a kind of bun. — F., a derivative of

brier, 'to knead the dough', Norman form of

broyer, 'to grind, pound', which comes fr.

WTeut. *brekan, 'to break'. See break.

briquette, n., brick made of coal dust. — F. bri-

quette, dimin. of brique. See brick and -ette.

brisance, n., shattering effect of explosives. —
F. brisance, fr. brisant, pres. part, of briser, 'to

break, smash, shatter', fr. VL. brisare, a word of

Gaulish origin; cp. Olr. brissim, 'I break', brisc,

'brittle', Bret, bresk, of s.m.; fr. I.-E. base

*bhres-, 'to break, crush, crumble'. See bruise,

and cp. debris. For the ending see suff. -ance.

brisk, adj. — A doublet of brusque (q.v.)

Derivatives: brisk, tr. and intr. v., brisk-en, tr.

and intr. v., brisk-ly, adv., hrisk-ness, n.

brisket, n., animal's breast. — ME. bruskette, rel.

to MHG. brusche, G. Brausche, 'bruise on the

head', ON. brjdsk, Dan. brusk, 'gristle', and to

E. breast (q.v.) F. brechet (fr. earlier brichet,

bruchet) is an English loan word.

brisling, bristling, n., a small seafish resembling

sardines. — Of uncertain origin.

brisque,n., a card game.— F., of uncertain origin.

bristle, n. — ME. brw^tel, brostle, bristel, formed

with dimin. suflf. -//, -el, -le, fr, OE. byrst, 'bris-

tle', which is rel. to OS. bursta, ON. burst, Du.

borstel, OHG. bur.st, MHG., G. borste, 'brush,

bristle', and cogn. with OI. hhrstih, 'point, spike',

and prob. also with h.fastigium (for *farstJgium),

'top, summit', Lith. barsstis, 'carrot'. Cp. bur.

Cp. also bar, 'maigre', barse, bass, 'perch', beard,

'device for cleaning'. Cp. also fastigiate.

Derivatives: bristle, intr. v., hristl-y, adj.

brisure, n., a break in the direction of a parapet

ifort^) — F., fr, briser, 'to break'. See bris-

ance and -ure.

brit, n,, sing, and pi., the young of the herring. —
Dial. Co., prob. meaning lit. 'speckled', and

rel. to Co. bruit, 'speckled'.

Brit, Brett, n., a Briton; adj., British (English

hist.) — OE. Bret (pi. Brettas), of Celtic origin.

Cp. British, Briton, Brython.

Britain, n. — ME. Bretayne, Breteyne, fr. OF.
Bretaigne (F. Bretagnc), fr. L. Britannia, earlier

Briltdnia, fr. Britanni, resp, Brittdni, 'Britons',

fr. Britto. See Briton.

Britannic, adj. — L. Britannicus. See Britain,

Briton. For the ending see suff. -Ic.

b'rith, brith, n. — Variant spellings of berith.

British, adj. — OE. Brellisc, Bryttisc, fr. Bret.

See Brit and adj. suff. -ish.

Derivative : Brilish-er.

Briton, n. — ME. Breton, fr. OF. (= F.) Breton,

fr. L. Brittonem, ace. of Britto, a member of the

tribe of the Britons. E. Briton corresponds to

Brito, an erroneous variant of L. Britto. See

Brit and cp. Breton.

brittle, adj. — ME. brutel, britel, fr. OE. breotan,

'to break', rel. to ON. brjdta, Swed. bryta, 'to

break', OHG. brddi, 'fragile'.

Derivatives: brittle-ly, adv., brittle-ness, n.

britska, britzka, n., a long, open carriage. — Pol.

bryczka, prob. fr. It. biroccio. See barouche.

Briza, n., a genus of plants of the family Poaceae

{bot) — ModL., fr. Gk. ^pi^a, name of a kind

of rye.

broach, n. — ME. hroche, fr. OF. (= F.) broche,

'spit; spindle', fr. VL. brocca, prop. fem. of L.

broccus, 'projecting' (said esp. of teeth) a word of

Celtic origin; cp. Olr. brocc, Co., W. broch,

'badger'. Cp. also brocade, brocate], broccoli,

brochure, brock, brocket, broker, brooch. Cp. al-

so bronco.

broach, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) brocher, fr. broche.

See broach, n.

Derivative: broach-er, n.

broad, adj. — ME. brod, fr. OE. brad, rel. to OS.,

OFris. bred, ON. breidr, Dan,, Swed, bred,

Norw, breid, brei, MDu, breet, breed, Du. breed,

OHG., MHG., G. breit, Goth. brail)s: of un-

certain origin. Cp. breadth.

Derivatives: broad, n., broad-en, intr. and tr. v.,

broad-ly, adv., broad-ness, n.

broadloom, adj., woven on a wide loom. — Com-
pounded of broad and loom.

Brobdingnag, 'the Land of giants'. — Coined by

Jonathan Swift (1667-1745) in his Gulliver's

Travels.

Derivatives: Brohdingnag-ian, adj, and n.

brocade, n., a rich figured, woven fabric. — Sp.

brocado, fr. broca, fr. ML. broccare, 'to prick,

emboss', fr. L. broccus, 'projecting' (said esp.

of teeth). Cp. It. broccato, F. brocart, and see

broach, n. For the ending see suff. -ade.

Derivatives: brocade, tr, v., brocad-ed, adj.

brocard, n., a law maxim. — F. brocard, fr. ML.

brocardus, of s.m., fr. Brocardus, fr. Burchardus,

G. Burckard, bishop of Worms, who in the ist

half of the i ith cent, compiled an ecclesiastical

canon.

brocatel, brocatelle, n., a heavy, figured silk used

in upholstery. — F. brocatelle, fr. It. broccatello,

dimin. of broccato, 'brocade'. See brocade.

broccoli, n., a kind of cauliflower. — It., pi. of

broccolo, 'sprout', dimin. of brocco, 'stalk,

splinter', which is rel. to F. broche, 'spit;

spindle'. See broach.

broch, n,, a prehistoric round tower in the North

of Scotland, — Fr, ON, borg. See borough.

brochantite, n,, a hydrous basic copper sulfate

(mineral.) — Named after the French mineral-

ogist Brochant de Villiers (i 772-1 840), For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

brochure, n., a small pamphlet or tract. — F., 'a



brock

small book stitched and covered with a wrap-

per', fr. brocher, 'to stitch (a book, etc.)'. See

broach, v. and n,, and -ure.

brock, n., a badger. — OE. broc, of Celtic origin.

Cp. Gael, and Ir. broc, W., Co., Bret, broch,

'badger', and see broach.

brocket, n., a stag two years old. — ME. broket,

fr. F. brocard, 'fallow deer a year old', a dialectal

word formed from broque, 'tine of an antler'

(corresponding to OF. broche, 'something point-

ed; spit; tine of a antler'), with sufF. -ard. The

name refers to the small spike of the horn. See

broach, n.

broggerite, n., a crystallized variety of pitchblende

(mineral.) — Named after the Norwegian min-

eralogist Waldemar Christofer Brogger (1851-

1940). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

brogue, n., a kind of rough shoe worn by the

Irish.— Gael, and Ir. brog, fr. ON. brok, 'hose'.

See breeches.

brogue, n., accent. — Prob. fr. Ir. barrog, 'a hold',

esp. 'a hold on the tongue'.

broider, tr. v., to embroider (archaic). — F. bro-

der, fr. OF. brosder, fr. Prankish *brozd6n,

which is rel. to Lombardic "brustan (whence

It. brustare), 'to embroider', and to OE. brord,

'point; spire of grass'. See brad and cp. em-

broider.

Derivatives: broider-er, n., broider-y, n.

broil, tr. and intr. v., to fry. — ME. broilen, fr.

AF. broiller, fr. OF. broueillier (F. brouiller), 'to

mix together, embroil, confuse', which is prob.

a blend of breu, brou, 'broth' (whence F. brouel,

'thin broth, brewis'), and fooillier (whence F.

fouiller), 'to rummage, ransack'. OF. brei/, brou,

is of Teut. origin. Cp. MLG. hroiet, MDu.
broeyen, MHG. briieyen, briien, G. briihen, 'to

scald', ME. breie, MDu. broeye, Du. brui,

MHG. brueje, G. Bruhe, 'broth', fr. I.-E. base

*bheru-, *bhreu-, *bhru-, 'to boil, ferment'. See

brew and cp. brewis, broth. Cp. also broil, 'to

confuse'. F. fouiller derives fr. VL. *fodiculdre,

fr. L. fodicare, freq. offodere, 'to dig'. See fosse.

Derivatives: broil, n., broil-er, n,, hroil-ing, adj.

broil, tr. v., to confuse (obsoL); intr. v., to quar-

rel. — F. brouiller, 'to mix together, confuse'.

See broil, 'to fry', and cp. embroil, imbroglio.

Derivative: broil-er, n.

broke, past tense of break. — ME. broke, from

the pp. broke(n). See broken.

broke, archaic pp. of break; adj. {slang), penni-

less, bankrupt. — See prec. word.

broke, intr. v., to deal (rare). — Back formation

fr. broker.

Derivative: brok-ing, n.

broken, pp. of break. — ME. broke(n), fr. OE.

brocen, pp. of brekan, 'to break'. See break.

Derivatives: broken-ly, adv., broken-ness, n.

brolly, n., an umbrella (slang). — Corruption of

umbrella.

brokenhearted, adj. — Compounded of broken,

pp. of break, and -hearted ; first used by Tyndale.
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Derivatives: brokenhearted-ly, adv., broken-

hearted-ness, n.

broker, n. — AF. brocour, fr. ONE. brokeor,

fr. ONE. brokier, 'to broach', lit. 'to open a

cask of wine', fr. ML. broccdre, fr. L. broccus,

'projecting' (said esp. of teeth); see broach, n.

The broker was orig. 'a broacher of wine casks',

whence developed the meanings 'wine retailer;

retailer; second-hand dealer; agent'.

Derivatives: broker-age, n., broker-y, n. (obsol.)

brom-, form of bromo- before a vowel.

broma, n., food.— ModL., fr. Gk. jipoi[ia, 'food',

which is rel. to popd, 'food', piPpcooxsiv, 'to eat,

eat up, devour', fr. I.-E. base *gwor-, *gwer-,

whence also L. vordx, gen. vordcis, 'himgry,

greedy'. See voracious and cp. Abroma, Bromus,

Brosimum, anabrosis.

bromal, n., a colorless, oily fluid, CBrjCOH
(chem.) — Abbreviation of bromine and alcohol.

bromate, n., a salt of bromic acid (chem.)— See

brom- and chem. suff. -ate.

brome, n., also brome grass. — Gk. ppojxo?, 'wild

oats'. See Bromus.

Bromelia, n., a genus of American plants (bot.)—
ModL., named after the Swedish botanist Olaf

Bromel (1639-1705). For the ending see suff. -ia.

Bromeliaceae, n. pi., the pineapple family (bot.)

— Formed fr. prec. word with sufF. -aceae.

bromic, adj., pertaining to, or containing, bro-

mine (chem.) — Formed fr. bromine with suff.

-ic.

bromide, n., a compound of bromine (chem.) —
See bromine and -ide.

Derivatives: bromid-ic, a.di.,bromidic-al-ly,adv.

bromine, n., name of a nonmetallic element be-

longing to the halogen family (chem.)—Formed

with chem. suiT. -ine fr. F. brome, 'bromine',

which was coined by its discoverer, the French

chemist Antoine Jerome Balard (1802-76) fr.

Gk. jipojjxo;, 'noisome smell (see bromo-); so

called by him in allusion to the unpleasant odor

of the fumes.

Derivatives: bromin-ate, tr. v., bromin-ation, n.,

bromin-ism, n., bromism.

bromism, n., bromine poisoning (med.) — See

bromine and -ism.

bromite, n., salt of bromous acid (chem.) — See

bromine and chem. suff. -ite.

bromize, tr. v., to treat with bromine or a bro-

mide. — See bromine and -ize.

Derivatives: bromiz-ation, n., bromiz-er, n.

bromo- before a vowel brom-, combining form

meaning 'containing bromine'. — Gk. Ppcj(i.o-,

Ppw[x-, fr. ppo!>|j.oi;, more exactly pp6[jioi;, 'noi-

some smell', identical with ppojioc;, 'any loud

noise', which is rel. to ppifxeiv, 'to clash, roar',

PpovTT) (for *ppo[x-Ta), 'thunder', fr. *brem-, a

variant of I.-E. base *bhrem-, whence L. fre-

mere, 'to roar, resound, murmer, W. brefu, 'to

roar', OHG. breman, MHG. bremen, MHG., G.

brummen, 'to growl, buzz', OE. brimsa, OHG.
bremo, brimissa, G. Breme, Bremse, 'horsefly,

StA
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gadfly', 01. bhramardh,"bee\ Cp. Brontes, Bron-

tosaurus. Cp. also fremitus.

Bromus, n., a genus of grasses (bot.) — ModL.,

fr. L. bromos, fr. Gk. ppoixo?, 'wild oats', which

is prob. related to Ppcoixa, 'food', pippMt5)C£iv,'to

eat, eat up', (3opa, 'food'. See broma and cp.

brome.

bronchia, n. pi., the bronchial tubes (anat.) —
Late L. bronchia, gen. -drum, fr. Gk. Ppoyxia,

fr. PpoYXO?. 'windpipe'. See bronchus.

bronchiole, n., a minute bronchial tube (anat.) —
Medical L. bronchiola, a diminutive coined by

E.Schultz fr. L. bronchia (pi.), 'the bronchial

tubes'; see bronchia. Cp. Joseph Hyrtl, Ono-

matologia anatomica, p. 557.

Derivative: bronchiol-ar, adj.

bronchiolitis, n., inflammation of the bronchioles

(med.) — Medical L. formed fr. bronchiola with

suff. -itis. See prec. word.

bronchitis, n., inflammation ofthe bronchial tubes

(med:) — Medical L., coined by Charles Bed-

ham in 1808 fr. bronchus and suff. -itis; intro-

duced into medicine by P.Frank in his Inter-

pretationes Clinicae in 1812.

broncho-, before a vowel bronch-, combining form

denoting relation to the bronchi. — Gk. (ipoyxo-,

Ppoy/-, fr. PpoY/O';, 'windpipe'. See next word.

bronchus, n., each of the two forked branches of

the windpipe. — Medical L., fr. Gk. (Jpoyxo?,

'windpipe', which is prob. rel. to ppox^o?,

'throat', gppo^E (aor.), 'he swallowed up',

Ppayxtov, 'gill', and cogn. with Olr. brdgae,

'neck', W. breuant, 'throat, gullet', Lith. gur-

klys, 'crop, maw', ME. crawe, 'craw'. See craw

and cp. branchia. The above words prob. de-

rive fr. I.-E. base *g'^'rdgh-, a -^A-enlargement

of base *g^er-, 'to devour', whence Gk. j3opa,

'food', PpoJ(xa, 'food', L. vordre. See voracious

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: bronchi-al, adj., bronchi-al-ly, adv.

bronco, n., a rough horse of Western North Ame-

rica. — Sp. bronco, 'rough', fr. VL. *bruncus,

'block, log, lump', which seems to be a blend

of L. truncus, 'trunk of a tree', and broccus,

'projecting'. See trunk and broach.

Brontes, n., one of the Cyclopes (Greek mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. BpovTT,.;, fr. [ipovTr;, 'thunder'.

See bronto-.

bronto-, before a vowel bront-, combining form

meaning 'thunder'. — Gk. ^povTo-, ppovT-, fr.

ppovTY) (for *Ppoa-Ta), 'thunder', which is rel.

to jBpono.;, 'any loud noise', fip£!;.£tv, 'to clash,

roar'. See bromo- and cp. Brontes and the first

element in Brontosaurus.

Brontosaurus, n., a genus of American dinosaurs

(paleontol.) — ModL., coined fr. Gk. ppovrrj,

'thunder', and aaOpo?, 'lizard'. See bronto- and

saurian.

bronze, n. — F., fr. It. bronzo, bronzino, ult. fr.

Persian birinj.

Derivatives : bronze, tr. and intr. v. (cp. F. bron-

zer), bronze, adj., bronz-ify, tr. v. (rare), bronz-

ing, n., bronz-ite, n. (mineral^), bronz-y, adj.

brooch, n. — A var. of broach.

Derivative: brooch, tr. v.

brood, n. — ME. brod, fr. OE. brod, lit. 'that

which is hatched out by warmth', rel. to Du.

broed, MHG. bruot, G. Brut, 'brood', and to

MLG. hrdien, MDu. broeyen, MHG. briieyen,

briien, G. briihen, 'to scald'. See brew and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: brood, v. and adj., brood-er, n.,

brood-ing, adj., brood-ing-ly, adv., brood-y, adj.

and n.

brook, n., a small stream of water. — ME. broc,

fr. OE. broc, rel. to LG. brdk, Du. broek,

OHG. bruoh, MHG. bruoch, G. Bruch, 'marshy

ground', and to E. break. Brook orig. denoted

'that which breaks out of the earth'.

Derivative: brook-y, adj.

brook, tr. v., to endure. — ME. bruken, fr. OE.

brucan, 'to enjoy', rel. to OS. brdkan, OFris.

briika, OHG. brOhhan, MHG. bruchen, G. brau-

chen, Goth. brUkjan, 'to use', L. fruor, frul, 'to

enjoy', whence frdctus, 'enjoyment, the means

to enjoyment, produce, fruit'. See fruit.

brookite,n., titanium dioxide (mineral.)— Named
after the English mineralogist Henry James

Brooke (1771-1857). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

broom, n. — ME. brome, fr. OE. brom, rel. to Du.

braam, 'blackberry', OHG. brdma, brdmo, MHG.
brdme, 'broom (the plant)', OHG. brdmberi,

MHG. brdmber, G. Brombeere, 'blackberry';

fr. I.-E. base *bher-, 'point, edge; to cut with a

sharp point, to bore, pierce'. See bore, 'to pierce',

and cp. bramble, bream, v., brim. For the sense

development of broom cp. brush, scrub.

Derivatives: broom, tr. v., broom-er, n., broom-

y, adj.

brose, n. — The same as brewis.

Derivative: bros-y, adj.

Brosimum, n., a genus of trees of the mulberry

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. [ipciatno?,

'edible', rel. to 3poi(xa, 'food', {it^pcoaxeiv, 'to

eat, eat up, devour'. See broma.

broth, n. — ME., fr. OE. brod, rel. to OHG. brod,

fr. Teut. base *brauda-, lit. 'anything leavened',

cogn. with Thracian Gk. (ipOTo; (PpouTo; in

Hesychius), |ip'jTov, 'fermented liquor made

from barley, beer', L. defrutum, 'must boiled

down', Mir. embruthe, 'broth', bruith, 'to boil',

ModW. brwd, 'hot', ModBret. broud, of s.m.

;

fr. I.-E. base *bhreu-, *bhru-, 'to swell', which

is enlarged fr. base *bher-, 'to boil'. See brew

and cp. bread, brood,

brothel, n. — ME. brothel, 'worthless person,

prostitute', derived fr. OE. broden, pp. of

breodan, 'to destroy' ; confused in meaning with

OF. bordel, 'hovel' (for which see bordel).

brother, n. — ME., fr. OE. brddor, rel. to OS.

brothar, ON. brddir, Dan., Swed. broder, OFris.

brother, MDu., Du. broeder, OHG., MHG. bru-

oder, G. Bruder, Goth, brdpar, and cogn. with



Brother Jonathan

OI. bhrdtar-, Avestic brdtar-, Toch. A pracar,

B procer. Arm. elbayr (in Armenian, br became

ib), Gk. (ppaTyjp, tppSrcop, 'member of a clan',

L. frater, 'brother', Oscan fratrum, fratrom, 'of

the brothers' (pi. gen.), OSlav. bratru, bratii,

'brother', Russ., Pol., Slovak brat, Czech brair,

OPruss. brati, brote (voc), 'brother', bratrikai,'

'brothers', Lith. broterelis, 'little brother',

whence—^through back formation

—

brolis, Lett.

brdlis (voc), 'brother', Olr. brdthir, OW.
broder, W. brawd, Bret, breur, 'brother'. Cp.

bratstvo, fraternal, friar, phratry. Cp. also pal.

Derivatives: brother, tr. v., brother-ly, adj. and

adv., brother-li-ness, n.

Brother Jonathan, a sobriquet for the United

States. — Generally derived fr. Jonathan Trum-

bull, governor of Connecticut (1740-1809), to

whom George Washington often referred as

Brother Jonathan.

brougham, n., a closed four-wheeled carriage. —
Named after the first Lord Brougham (1778-

1868).

brought, past tense and pp. of bring. — ME.
brought{e) fr. OE. brohte (past tense), resp. ge-

broht (pp.), fr. bringan, 'to bring'. See bring.

brow, n. — ME. browe, fr. OE. brii, rel. to ON.
brfm, 'brow', and cogn. with Ol. bhrah, Toch.

A pdrwdm (dual), Avestic brvat-, ModPers. abrii,

brii, Gk. otppu?, OSlav. brdvi, Lith. bruvis,

'brow', OPruss. wubri (metathesis fr. *brwi),

Olr. brd, 'edge', Mir. brUad, 'brow'. OE. brxw,

'eyelid', is not related to brow (see brae).

brown, adj. — ME. broun, fr. OE. briin, rel. to

ON. brunn, Dan., Swed. brun, OS., OFris.,

OHG., MHG. briin, MDu. briwn, Du. bruin,

G. braun, 'brown', and cogn. with Russ. bron,

'white, variegated', Gk. (ppOvo;, cppuvT), 'toad',

(prop, 'the brown animal"). These words have

been enlarged—with -«-formative element

—

from L-E. base *bher-, "shining, brown', whence

also Lith. beras, Lett, bfrs, 'brown', OE. bera,

'bear' (prop, 'the brown animal'), OE. be(o)for,

'beaver' (lit. 'the brown animal'). See bear, the

animal, beaver and cp. bruin, brunette, brunis-

sure, Bruno, burnet, burnish, Prunella.

Derivatives: brown, n. and tr. and intr. v.,

brownie (q.v,), brown-ish, adj.

brownie, n., a good-natured goblin. — Formed
fr. brown with dim in. sufT. -ie; so called from its

supposed color.

Browning, also browning, n. — Named after its

inventor John M. Browning (i 855-1926).

browse, tr. and intr. v., to feed on; to graze. —
From the obsolete noun browse, 'shoots, twigs'

(often used as cattle food), fr. MF. broust

(whence F. brout), 'sprout, shoot' (whence MF.
brouster, F. brouter, 'to browse'), fr. OF. brost,

of s.m., fr. Teut. *brustjan, 'to bud', lit. 'to swell',

fr. L-E. base *bhreus-, 'to swell'. See breast.

Derivatives: brows-er, n., brows-ing, n.

brucine, n., a poisonous alkaloid found in the

seeds of nux vomica (chem.) — Named by the
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English naturalist Sir Joseph Banks (1743-1820)

after the Abyssinian traveler James Bruce (1730-

94). For the ending see chem. suff. -ine.

bnicite, n., magnesium hydroxide {mineral^ —
Named after the American mineralogist A.

Bruce. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

bnignateUite, n., a hydrous ultrabasic carbonate

of magnesium and iron (mineral.) — Named
after the Italian mineralogist Luigi Brugnatelli

(1859-1928). For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

bruin, n., name of the bear in fairy tales. — Du.

bruin, 'brown'. See brown. For sense develop-

ment see bear, the animal.

bruise, tr. and intr. v. — ME. brisen, brusen, a

blend of OE. brysan, 'to crush, bruise', and OF.
hruisier, 'to break'. Both OE. brysan and OF.
bruisier derive fr. I.-E. base *bhreus-, *bhres-,

'to break, crush, crumble', whence also Olr.

bronnaim (for *bhrusndmi), 'I wrong, hurt', bris-

sim, 'I break', brisc, 'brittle', Bret, bresk, of

s.m., brezel, 'war', VL. brisare, 'to break', a

word of Celtic origin (whence F. briser, of s.m.),

Mir. brUim, 'I crush', OE. berstan, OS., OHG.
brestan, etc., 'to burst', and prob. also L. frus-

tum (fr. *bhrus-to-), 'piece'. Alb. bresen, 'hail'.

Cp. I.-E. *bhrousmen, whence OS. brosma,

OHG. brosama, brosma, MHG. broseme, bros-

me, G. Brosam, Brosame, 'crumb'. Cp. debris,

debruise. Cp. also burst. Cp. also frustum.

Derivatives : bruise, n., bruis-er, n., bruis-ing, n.

bruit, n., noise; rumor (archaic). — F. 'noise',

orig. pp. of bruire, 'to rustle, rumble', used as a

noun. F. bruire derives fr. VL. *briigere, which

is a blend of L. rUgire, 'to roar', with VL. *bra-

gere, 'to whine, cry' (whence F. braire, 'to bray'

(see bray, 'to cry'). L. rdgire (whence VL. *rii-

gere), 'to roar', is cogn. with Gk. Epuy^^v, 'to

bellow, roar', 6p'j(j.aYSo?, 'a loud noise', pul^etv

(for *piJYj.2iv), 'to growl, snarl', OSlav. rykati,

rykngti, 'to roar, bellow', OE. ryn (for *riihjan),

OHG. rohdn, of s.m.

Derivatives : bruit, tr. v., bruit-er, n.

Brumaire, n., name of the second month of the

French revolutionary calendar (lasting from

October 23rd to November 21st). — F., lit., 'the

foggy month', coined by Fabre d'^glantine in

1793 fr. brume, 'fog', fr. L. brUma. See brume

and -aire.

brumal, adj., pertaining to winter. — L. brdmdlis,

fr. brUma, 'winter'. See brume and adj. suff. -al.

brume, n., mist, fog. — F., 'mist, fog', fr. L.

brdma, 'winter', lit. 'the shortest day ofthe year',

contraction of *brevima, *breuma, superl. of

brevis, 'short'. See brief, adj.

brummagem, adj., counterfeit; cheap and showy;

n., anything cheap and showy. — A vulgar var.

of Birmingham, orig. meaning 'any article made

at Birmingham'.

brumous, adj., misty, foggy. — F. brumeux (fern.

brumeuse), fr. brume, 'mist, fog'. See brume

and -COS.
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brunch, n., breakfast and lunch combined. —
A blend of breakfast and lunch.

brunette, n., a woman with dark hair and eyes. —
F., fem. of brunet, 'brownish', dimin. of brun,

'brown', of W. Teut. origin; cp. OHG. brdno,

'brown' and see brown. OProvenj. brun. It.

bruno, 'brovm', are of the same origin. For the

ending see suff. -ette. Cp. burnet.

brimissure, n., a plant disease characterized by

the browning of the leaves (plant physiol.)— F.,

lit. 'a browning', formed with suff. -ure fr.

bruniss-, pres. part, stem of brunir, 'to brown',

fr. brun, 'brown' See prec. word.

Brunnjchia, n., a genus of vines of the buckwheat

family (bot.)— ModL., named after M.T.Brun-

nich, a Norw. naturalist of the i8th cent. For

the ending see suff. -ia.

Bruno, masc. PN. — OHG., lit. 'brown', fr. brun,

'brown'. See brown.

brunt, n. — ME., of uncertain origin.

Derivative: brunt, tr.v.

brush, n., shrubs. — ME. brusche, fr. OF. broche,

broce, brosse, 'brushwood; brush' (whence F.

hrosse, 'brush', in the pi. brasses, 'brushwood',

and broussaitle, 'brushwood'), fr. VL. *bruscia,

'shoots of a plant', fr. L. bruscum, 'excrescence

of the maple tree', which is prob. cogn. with

Gk. Ppu£iv, 'to swell'. Ppuov, 'moss'. See bryo-

and cp. the next three words.

brush, n., implement used for cleaning. — ME.
brusshe, fr. OF. broisse, brosse (F. brosse),

'brush' ; of the same origin as prec. word. The
usual derivation of E. brush in the above sense

fr. Teut. *burslja, 'bristle' (see bristle) cannot

be accepted, owing to the fact that the first

brushes were rriade not of bristle, but of coach-

grass, brier, and other plants. For sense de-

velopment cp. broom, scrub.

Derivative: brush-y, adj.

brush, tr. v., to use a brush on. — ME. bruschcn,

brusshen, fr. brusche. See prec. word.

brush, intr. v., to hurry ; to rush.— ME. hruschen,

'to rush', prob. fr. MF. brosser, 'to go through

underbrush', fr. brosse, 'brush'. See brush,

'shrubs'.

Derivative; brush, a short, quick fight.

brusque, adj., rough. — F., fr. It. brusco, 'rough,

sharp, not ripe', orig. a noun meaning 'butcher's

broom'; a blend of L. rdscum, of s.m., and VL.
*briicus, 'heath, heather'. See brier, 'heath', and
cp. brisk, which is a doublet of brusque.

Derivatives: brusque, tr. and intr. v., brusque-ly,

adv., brusque-ness, n.

brut, adj.. dry (said of wines, esp. of champagne).
— F., 'raw, crude'. See brute.

brutal, adj. — See brute and adj. sufT. -al.

Derivatives: brutal-ity, n., brutal-ize, tr. v.

brute, n. — F. brut, fem. brute, 'raw, crude', fr.

L. brutus, 'heavy, dull, stupid', which is cogn.

with Lett. grUts, 'heavy', OL guruh, Gk. papu?,

L. gravis, 'heavy'. See grave, adj., and cp. baro-,

Briareos.

Derivatives: brute, adj., brutal (q.v.), brut-ish,

adj., brut-ish-ly, adv., brut-ish-ness, n.

bryo-, combining form meaning 'moss'. — Gk.

Ppuo-, fr. ^puov, 'moss, catkin', rel. to ppueiv,

'to swell', Ppua^Etv, 'to swell, teem', S[xjJpuov,

'young one, embryo', and prob. cogn. with OS.

krUd, MDu. cruut, Du. kruid, OHG., MHG. krut,

G. Kraut, 'herb', Goth, quairu, 'stake, prick,

prickle', perh. also with L. verQ, 'spit'. Cp. em-

bryo. Cp. also brush, 'shrubs', the first element

in verumontanum and the second element in

choucroute, sauerkraut.

bryology, n., the study of mosses.— Compound-

ed of bryo- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain maimer) ; one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: bryolog-ical, adj., bryolog-ist, n.

Bryonia, n., a genus of vines of the cucumber

family (bot.) — L. bryonia, fr. Gk. ppucivta.

See next word and -ia.

bryony, n., any plant of the genus Bryonia. —
Gk. ppucovla, 'bryony', fr. (Bpuetv, 'to swell',

which is rel. to ppuov, 'moss'. See bryo-.

Bryophyta, n., a division of plants including the

mosses and liverworts (60/.) — ModL., com-

pounded of bryo- and Gk. 9jt6v, 'plant'. See

-phyte.

Bryozoa, n. pi., a class of aquatic animals (zool)

— ModL., compounded of bryo- and -zoa.

Brython, n., a Briton ; a Welshman.—W. Brython,

of the same origin as L. Britto. See Briton, Brit.

Derivatives: Brython-ic, adj. and n.

bubaline, adj., pertaining to a certain group of

antelopes. — L. bUbalinus, fr. bdbalus, 'ante-

lope' (or 'buffalo'). See buffalo and cp. next

word.

bubalis, n., a large kind of antelope. — ModL.,

fr. Gk. poiipaXit;, 'an African antelope', which

is rel. to poijpaXoi;, 'an African antelope; buf-

falo". See buffalo.

bubble, intr. and tr. v. — ME. bobelen, of imi-

tative origin. Cp. Dan. boble, MLG. bubbetn,

Du. bobbelen, 'to bubble'. Cp. also Dan. boble,

Swed. bubbla, Du. bobbel, 'a bubble', E. blob,

and the second element in hubble-bubble. Cp.

also burble.

Derivatives: bubble, n., bubhl-ing, adj., bubbl-

ing-ly, adv., bubbl-y, adj.

Bubo, n., a genus of owls (ornithol.) — L. biibd,

'owl, horned owl', from the I.-E. imitative base

*bu-. See Buteo.

bubo, n., a swelling in the groin (met/.)— Late L.,

fr. Gk. jio'j;icov, 'groin, swelling in the groin",

which is prob. cogn. with OI. gavini, 'groin".

bubonic, adj., characterized by swelling in the

groin. — See prec. word and -ic.

bucca, n., cheek. — L. See next word.

buccal, adj., pertaining to the cheek. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al, fr. L. bucca, 'cheek', from the

I.-E. imitative base *bu-, 'to blow; to swell'. Cp.

Bubo, buckle, bull, 'edict", debouch, disembogue,

embouchure, pocket, poke, 'a bag', pox, puck.



buccan

Cp. also the related base *buq-, 'to roar, bark',

in OI. buk-kdrah, 'lion's roar', biikkati, 'barks',

Gk. puxTT)?, 'roaring' (said of the wind). Cp.

also bud.

buccan, n., a wooden frame for smoking meat. —
F. toucan, 'frame for smoking meat', fr. Tupi

mocaem (so called in a Port, report fr. 1587);

initial b and m are interchangeable in the Tupi

language. See Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 77.

s.v. boucan.

buccan, tr. v., to smoke on a buccan. — F. bou-

caner, fr. boucan. See prec. word.

buccaneer, n., one who smokes meat; a pirate. —
F. boucanier, fr. boucan. See buccan, n.

buccinal, adj., like a trumpet. — See next word

and adj. suif. -al.

buccinator, n., a flat thin muscle in the cheek

(anat.) — L. biicindtor, buccinator, 'trumpeter',

fr. bucinatus, buccindtus, pp. stem of bucindre,

buccinndre, 'to blow the bucina', fr. bucina, buc-

cina, 'crooked horn, trumpet', which stands for

*bou-cana, lit., 'that which is made from (the

horn of) the ox for blowing', fr. bd.s, gen. bovis,

'ox' (see bovine), and cano, -ere, 'to sing, sound,

blow' (see cant, 'slang of beggars'). OHG.
buchina (MHO. busine, busune, G. Posaune),

'trumpet, trombone' is a loan word fr. L. bu-

cina. Cp. Posaune.

Derivative: buccinator-y, adj.

bucco-, combining form meaning 'buccal and'. —
Fr. L. hucca, 'cheek'. See buccal.

Bucellas, also bucellas, n., a white wine.—Named
after Bucellas, a small town near Lisbon.

Bucentaur, n., a fabulous monster, half bull, half

man. — Compounded of Gk. Poui;, gen. po6?,

'ox', and xEVTocjpoc;, 'centaur'. See bovine and

centaur.

Bucephalus, n., name of Alexander the Great's

favorite horse. — Gk. Bo^y.ifo.'Xoc;, lit. 'oxhead',

fr. pou;, gen. ^ooc, 'ox', and xctpaXr;, 'head'. See

bovine and cephalic.

Buceros, n., the genus of hornbills (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. pouxepco?, 'horned like an ox',

compounded of ?o5;, gen. poo;, 'ox', and x^paq,

'horn'. See bovine and cerato-.

Buchloe, n., a genus of plants of the family Poa-

ceae (.bol.) — ModL., lit. 'buffalo grass', con-

tracted fr. Gk. jio'jpaXo;, 'buffalo', and y}.6T„

'young green shoot'. For the first element see

bufTalo. The second is related to /aooc;, 'greenish-

yellow color', /Aupo;, 'greenish yellow'. See

chlorine,

buchu, n., leaves of the plant Barosma betutina

and related species (bot.) — Zulu buchu, bucu,

lit. 'mixture'.

buck, n., the body of a wagon (dial.) — OE. hue,

'body', rel. to ON. bukr, Swed., Norw. buk,

Dan. bug, OFris. bUk, MDu. buuc, Du. bulk,

OHG. buh, buhhes, MHG. buck, G. Bauch,

'belly, abdomen', fr. L-E. base *bhdu-, *bhii-,

'to swell', whence also boil, 'inflammation'. Cp.

bucket. Cp. also the second element in sillabub.
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trabuco, trebuchet. Cp. also bulk, 'size' buire,

burette,

buck, t.v., to soak in lye. — ME. bouken, rel. to

MLG. biiken (whence Swed. byka, Norw. bykja,

Dan. byge), G. bauchen, beuchen, and to beech

(q.v.); lye was orig. made of beech ashes.

buck, n., male deer, stag; dandy. — ME. bucke,

fr. OE. bucca, 'he-goat', bucc, 'male deer', rel.

to OS. buck, MDu. buc, boc Du. bok, OHG.,

MHG. boc, G. Bock, ON. bokkr, bukkr, Dan.

buk, and cogn. with Avestic bUza, 'buck', Pers.

buz, 'buck, goat'. Arm. buc, 'lamb'. Olr. bocc

and W. bwch are prob. Teut. loan words. Cp.

butcher. Cp. also bocking, 'smoked herring', and

the second element in kleeneboc, gemsbok, grys-

bok, springbok.

Derivatives: buck, intr. and tr. v., buck-er, n.,

buck-ish, adj., buck-ish-ly, adv., buck-ish-ness,n.

buckaroo, also buckayro, n., cowboy {W. Ameri-

can slang). — Corruption of Sp. vaquero, 'cow-

boy', fr. vaca, 'cow', fr. L. vacca. See vaccine,

buck basket, n., a laundry basket. — See buck,

'to soak in lye'.

buckeen, n., an Indian woman (in Guiana). —
Formed fr. buck, 'male deer; dandy', with suff.

-een.

bucket, n. — ME., fr. AF. buket, dimin. formed

fr. OE. buc, 'body, belly, pitcher'. See buck,

'body of a wagon', and -et.

Derivative: bucket, tr. v.

buckle, n. — ME. bokel, fr. OF. houcle, 'boss of a

shield' (whence F. boucle, 'buckle, ring'), fr. L.

buccula, dimin. of bucca, 'cheek'. See buccal

and cp. buckler, boucle.

Derivatives: buckle, v. (q.v.), buckl-ed, adj.

buckl-er, n.

buckle, tr. v., to fasten with a buckle. — Fr. prec.

word. Cp. F. bonder, 'to fasten with a buckle',

fr. boucle, 'buckle'.

buckle, tr. v., to bend. — F. boucler, 'to buckle;

to bulge' (said of a wall). See prec. word.

buckler, n., one who, or that which, buckles. —
Formed fr. buckle, 'to fasten with a buckle',

with agential suff. -er.

buckler, n., a large shield. — ME., fr. OF. bocler

(whence F. boucUer), fr. boucle, 'boss of a

shield'. OF. bocler lit. means 'that which is pro-

vided with a boss', fr. VL. *bucculdris, fr. L.

buccula. See buckle, n.

buckling, n., a smoked herring. — G. Biickling,

alteration of MHG. backing (owing to a con-

fusion of suff. -ing with -ling) fr. MDu. buckinc

(whence Du. bokking), fr. buc, boc, 'buck'; so

called from its odor. Sec buck, 'male deer',

bocking.

buckram, n., a coarse linen. — ME. bokeram, fr.

OF. boquerant (F. bougran), fr. Bukhara (Bok-

hara), name of a town in Turkestan (now the

chiefcityo'fUzbek, U.S.S.R.)Cp. It.6«cAerame,

OProven?. bocaram, Sp. bucardn, 'buckram'.

The orig. meaning of these words was, 'linen

brought from, or manufactured in, Bukhara'.
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buckrams, n., ramson. — See buck, 'male deer',

and ramson.

buckwheat, n. — Compounded of dial. E. buck,

'beech', fr. OE. boc (see beech), and wheat (cp.

Dan. boghvede, Swed. bohvete, MDu. boecweit,

Du. boekweit, G. Buchweizen); so called be-

cause its seeds resemble the nuts of the beech

tree.

bucolic, adj., pertaining to shepherds, pastoral.

— L. bUcolicus, fr. Gk. ^ouxoXtxdi;, 'of herds-

men', fr. pouxdXo?, 'herdsman', which is com-

pounded of poO?, gen poo;, 'ox', and -xoXo;,

'keeper'. For the first element see bovine. The

second element stands in gradational relation-

ship to Gk. niXeiv, 'to be; to become', and is

cogn. with L. colere, 'to till (the ground), cuhi-

vate, dwell, inhabit'; see colony. Cp. Mir. biia-

chaill, W. bugail, 'shepherd', which are the exact

Celtic equivalents of Gk. pouxoXo;. Cp. also

Gk. atTriXo; (for *(dy-Tzb\oii), 'goatherd'.

Derivative : bucolic, n.

bucranium, n., an ornament representing the skull

of an ox. — L., fr. Gk. pouxpdviov, 'oxhead',

fr. poO;, gen. poo;, 'ox', and xpavtov, 'skull'.

See bovine and cranium,

bud, n. — ME. budde, rel. to Du. bot, 'bud', OS.

budil, 'bag, purse', MDu. budel, Du. buidel,

OHG. butil, MHG. biutel, G. Beutel, of s.m.,

fr. I.-E. base *b(h)u-, 'to swell'. See buccal and

cp. buddy. Cp. also bolt, 'to sift'. Cp. also

boil, 'inflammation'.

Derivatives: bud, intr. and tr. v., budd-er, n.,

budd-ing, n.

Buddha, n., incarnation of deified religious teach-

ers, esp. of Gautama Siddharta (563-483). —
OT. huddhdh, 'awakened, enlightened', pp. of

bSdhati, budhyate, 'is awake, observes, under-

stands', fr. I.-E. base *bheudh-, 'to offer, present'.

See bid and cp. bo tree.

Derivatives: Buddh-ic, adj., Buddh-ism, n.,

Buddh-ist, n., Buddh-ist-ic, Buddhist-ic-al, adjs.

Buddleia, n., a genus of shrubs (bot.) — Named
after the English botanist Adam Buddie (died

in 1715). For the ending see suff. -ia.

buddy, n., chum, companion, former soldier (col-

loq.) — Orig. the noun buddy was an affection-

ate term for a child and is etymologically iden-

tical with the adj. buddy, 'full of buds, resembling

a bud'. See bud and adj. suff. -y.

budge, intr. and tr. v., to stir, move.— F. bouger,

fr. VL. *bullicdre, 'to bubble, boil up, seethe',

hence 'to be agitated, to be in movement', fr.

L. bullire, 'to bubble'. Cp. It. bulicare, 'to

bubble, seethe', and OProven?. bolegar. 'to stir,

budge', which are of the same origin as F.

bouger, and see boil, v.

budge, n., a kind of fur. — ME. bouge, 'bag', fr.

OF. boge, bouge, 'leather bag, wallet', fr. L.

bulga, 'leather wallet'. See bulge and cp. budget.

Cp. also belly,

budgereegah, n., the Australian parakeet. — Na-

tive Australian.

budgerow, n., a keelless barge (Anglo-Ind.) —
Hind, bajrd.

budget, n. — F. bougette, 'a little trunk of wood',

dimin. oi boge, bouge, 'leather bag, wallet'. See

budge, 'fur', and -et.

Derivatives: budget, tr. and intr. v., budget-ary,

adj., budget-eer, n., budget-er, n.

budmash, n., a worthless fellow, rake (Anglo-

Ind.) — A hybrid coined fr. Pers. bad, 'evil',

and Arab, ma'dsh, 'means of livelihood', fr.

'dsha, 'he lived'. Cp. the first element in next

word.

budzat, n., an evil fellow. — A hybrid coined fr.

Pers. bad, 'evil', and Arab, dhdt, 'essence, per-

son, individual'. Cp. the first element in prec.

word.

buff, n., a blow; tr. and intr. v., to strike. —
ME. buffe, fr. OF. buffe, 'blow', which is of

imitative origin. Cp. buffet, puff,

buff, n., skin of the buffalo.— From earlier buffe,

'buffalo, buff', fr. F. buffle, 'buffalo'. To account

for the loss of the ending -le, I would suggest

that it was mistaken for the diminutive suffix

and accordingly dropped.

Derivative: buff, tr. v., to polish with a buff; to

make as smooth as buff leather.

buffalo, n. — Port, bufalo, fr. L. bufalus, a col-

lateral form of bubalus, fr. Gk. poupaXo;, 'an

African antelope', later 'buffalo', which Is prob.

rel. to poij;, 'ox'. See bovine and cp. prec. word

and buflle. Cp. also bubaline, bubalis and the

first element in Buchloe.

buffer, n., one who, or that which, buffs or

strikes. — Formed from the verb buff, 'to strike'

(see buff, 'a blow'), with agential suff. -er.

buffer, n., a device, esp. at the end of a railroad

car. — Derivatively identical with prec. word.

Cp. Puffer of s.m.

buffer, n., a fellow. — Orig. identical with buffer,

'one who buffs'; influenced in meaning by

buffoon.

buffet, n., a blow. — OF., dimin. o^ buffe, 'blow'.

See buff, 'blow', and dimin. suff. -et.

Derivatives: buffet, tr. and intr. v., buffet-er, n.

buffet, n., refreshment bar. — F. buffet, of un-

certain origin.

buffle, n. (obsoL), i) buffalo; 2) a bufflehead (ob-

sol.)— F., 'buffalo', fr. Port, bufalo. Sec buffalo,

bufflehead, n., a small North American duck. —
Compounded of buffle and head,

buffoon, n. — F. bouffon, buffon, fr. It. buffone,

fr. huffa, 'joke, jest, pleasantry', which is rel. to

buffare, 'to blow'; of imitative origin. Cp. buff,

'to blow'. For the ending see suff. -oon.

Derivatives: buffoon, intr. and tr. v., buffoon-

ery, n.

Bufo, n., a genus of toads (zool) — L. bOfd, 'a

toad', an Osco-Umbrian loan word, prob.

standing for *g'^dbhd and cogn. with OPruss.

gabawo, 'toad', OSlav. zaba (for *g"'ebhd),

'frog', MLG. kwappe (whence G. Quappe, Kaul-

quappe), 'tadpole'.
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bug, n., an insect. — ME. bugge, 'scarecrow', of

uncertain origin.

bug, n., a bugbear. — W. bwg, 'ghost, bugbear'.

bugbear, n. — Compounded of prec. word and

the noun bear.

bugger, n., i) a sodomite; 2) a fellow, a chap. —
OF. (= F.) bougre, fr. ML. Bulgarus, 'a Bul-

garian; heretic; sodomite'. See Bulgarian.

Derivative: bugger-y, n.

buggy, n., a light vehicle. — Of unknown origin.

bugle, n., a buffalo (pbsoL); a horn. — OF. 'ox,

buffle', fr. L. buculus, 'young ox', dimin. of bos,

gen. bovis, 'ox'; see bovine. F. bugle, 'a wind

instrument', is an English loan word. OF. bugler

(whence F. beugler), 'to blow the horn', derives

fr. OF. bugle.

Derivatives: bugle, intr. v., to sound a bugle;

tr. v., to summon by blowing a bugle; bugl-er, n.

bugle, n., an ornament. — Possibly fr. bugle,

'horn', and orig. denoting Uttle horns and horn-

like ornaments.

bugloss, n., name of a plant. — F. buglosse, fr.

L. buglossa, fr. Gk. (JoiiyXMaaoi;, 'ox-tongued',

fr. (Bo'j:;, gen. jioo?, 'ox', and yXoiaaa, 'tongue'.

See bovine and gloss, 'interpretation'. The plant

was so called from the shape of the leaves.

buhl, n. decoration of furniture inlaid with brass

and tortoise shell. — G., from the name of the

French cabinetmaker Charles-Andre Boulle

(1642-
1 732).

Derivative: buhl, adj.

build, tr. and intr. v. — ME. balden, bilden, fr.

OE. byldan, rcl. to OE., OFris. bold, 'a building,

a house', OE., OHG. buan, ON. bua, 'to dwell',

fr. Teut. base *hu-, corresponding to l.-E. base

*bhu-, 'to dwell'. See be and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: build, n., build-er, n., build-ing, n.

buire, n., jug, pitcher. — F., 'bottle', a secondary

form of buie, from Prankish buka, alteration of

*buk, "belly', which is rel. to MDu. huuc, etc.,

'belly'. See buck, 'the body of a wagon', and

cp. burette.

bulb, n. — F. hulhe, fr. VL. bulhu,s 'bulb, bulbous

root, onion', fr. Gk. [ioXfioc;, of s.m., which

was formed from the reduplication of the I.-E.

imitative base *bol-\ prob. not rel. to L. bulla

(seciw//, 'edict';. Lith.6«/6e, 'potato', is borrowed

fr. Pol. bulba, which is a Latin loan word.

Derivatives: bulb, intr. v., bulb-ar, adj., adj.,

bulb-ed, bulb-ous, bulb-y, adjs.

bulbul, n., a songbird of Persia, prob. the nightin-

gale. — Pers. bulbul, a word of imitative origin.

Bulgarian, adj. and n. — ML. Bulgaria, 'Bul-

garia', fr. Bulgari, 'Bulgarians', lit. prob. mean-

ing 'the men from the Bolg(= Volga)', so called

because they came from the banks of the Volga

where they had lived till the 6lh cent. — Volga

is a word of Sarmatian origin and denotes 'the

great river'. For the ending see suff. -an. Cp.

bugger.

bulge, n. — OF. boulge, houge (F.bouge), 'leather

bag, wallet', fr. L. bulga, 'leather knapsack',

which, according to Festus, is a word of Gaulish

origin. Cp. Olr. bolgaim, 'I swell', bolg, 'bag',

W. bol, bola, boly, 'belly', Bret. boWh, 'flax

pod', which derive fr. I.-E. base *bhelgh-, 'to

swell'. Bulga prop, means 'swelled skin of ani-

mal'. See belly and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: bulge, intr. v., bulg-er, n., bulg-

ing, adj.

bulimia, n., morbid hunger (med.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. [3ouXi[ita, 'ravenous hunger', lit. 'ox

hunger', fr. [iouc;, gen. poo;, 'ox', and Xi^ioi;,

'hunger'. See bovine, loimic and -ia.

bulk, n., size, volume; cargo of a ship. — ME.
bulke, prob. a blend of ON. bulki, 'carge', and

OE. bite, 'body, belly'. ON. bulki, is rel. to ON.
bollr, 'a ball', fr. I.-E. base *bhet-, 'to swell';

see bull, 'the male of a bovine animal', and cp.

ball, 'a round body', bold. For the etymology

of OE. buc see buck, 'the body of a wagon'.

bulk, n., projection from a shop. — ME. balk,

bolk, fr. OE. baka, 'beam'. See balk and cp.

next word.

bulkhead, n.— Compounded of bulk, 'projection',

and head.

Derivative: bulkhead, tr. v.

bull, n., the male of a bovine animal. — ME. bule,

bole, fr. OE. bula, 'bull', rel. to ON. boli, MDu.
bulile), Du. hul, G. Bulk, of s.m., OE. bulluc,

'little bull', bealluc, 'testicle', ON. bollr, 'ball',

fr. I.-E. base *bhel-, 'to swell', whence also Gk.

9aXX65, 'penis', cpiX/.aiva, fpaXXv;, 'whale', L.

follis, 'a pair of bellows'. Cp. bullock. Cp. also

baleen, ball, 'a round body', bold, bulk, 'size',

follicle, phallus. For derivatives of base *bhelgh-,

an enlargement of base *bliel-, see belly, bud-

get, bulge.

Derivative; bull, intr. and tr. v., bull-ish, adj.

bull, n., an edict of the pope.— ME. bulk, fr. OF.

bulle, fr. It, bulla, fr. ML. bulla, 'seal affixed to a

document, document', fr. L. bulla, 'bubble, boss,

knob', fr. I.-E. *bu-l-, whence also Lith. bule,

bulls, 'buttock', MDu. puyl, 'bag', MLG. pull,

poll, 'pod, husk' (with p for b). I.-E. *bu-l- is

an -/-enlargement of base *bu-, 'to blow; to

swell', whence L. bucca, 'cheek'. Sec buccal and

cp. bill, 'document', bullet, bulletin. Cp. also

poll, 'head'.

bull, n., a comical blunder. — Of uncertain origin.

bulla, n., boss, knob. — L. bulla, 'bubble, boss,

knob'. Sec bull, 'edict'.

bullace, n., a wild plum. — ME. bolace, fr. OF.

beloce. 'sloe', of unknown origin.

bullate, adj., blistered. — L. bullalus, fr. bulla,

'bubble'. See bull, 'edict', and adj. suff. -ate.

bulldog, n. — Compounded of bull, 'male of a

bovine animal', and dog; so called because orig-

inally used for baiting bulls.

bulldoze, tr. v., to intimidate; to bully (colloq.)

— Of uncertain origin.

bulldozer, n., i) one who bulldozes; 2) a kind
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of tractor.—Formed fr. prec. word with agential

suff. -er.

bullet, n. — F. boulet, dimin. of boule, 'ball', fr.

L. bulla, 'bubble'. See bull, 'edict', and -et.

Derivative: bullet-ed, adj.

bulletin, n. — P., fr. It. bullettino, dimin. of bulla,

'an edict of the pope'. See bull, 'edict'.

bullion, n., tmcoined gold or silver. — Du. buli-

oen, 'alloy of gold and silver', fr. F. billon, 'lump,

ingot, alloy of silver with a preponderating

amount of copper', fr. bilk, 'block of wood'.

See billet, 'a stick'.

bullock, n. — OE. bulluc, 'little buU', dimin. of

bull. See bull, 'male of a bovine animal', and

-ock.

bully, n., adj. and tr. v. — Of uncertain origin.

Cp. billycock.

Derivatives: bully-ing, adj., bully-ing-ly, adv.

bulrush, n.— ME. bolroysche, bulrysche. See bole,

'trunk of a tree', and rush, the plant.

bulwark, n., i) rampart; 2) protection. — ME.
bulwerk, fr. MLG. (= Du.) bolwerk, which is rel.

to MHG. bolwerk, G.Bollwerk, Swed. bolverk.

These words lit. mean 'bole work'. See bole,

'trunk of a tree', and work and cp. boulevard.

Derivative: bulwark, tr. v.

bum, intr. v., to make a humming sound. — Of
imitative origin. Cp. boom, bimip.

Derivative: bumm-er, n.

bumbailiff, n., a bailiff serving writs, making ar-

rests, etc.— Compounded of obsol. bum, 'rump,

buttocks', and bailiff; so called because he used

to be close behind.

Bumble, n., a self important, petty official. —
From Mr. Bumble, name of a pompous beadle

in Dickens's Oliver Twist.

Derivative: Bumbk-dom, bumble-dom, n.

bumblebee, n. — Compounded of ME. bumlen,

bumblen, 'to hum', and bee. The first element is

of imitative origin; cp. boom, bum, bomb, bump.

Cp. bumblebee,

bumbo, n., a drink made of sugar, water, spirits

and spice. — It. bomho, a child's word for drink.

bumboat, n., a boat used to convey stores, etc.,

to a ship. — LG. bumboot, lit. 'boat hewn from
a tree trunk', fr. bum, 'tree', and boot, 'boat'.

See beam and boat.

Bumelia, n., a genus of the family Sapotaceae

{bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ^oufjieXta, name of a

kind of ash, compounded of pouc, gen. |Jo6g,

'ox', and [i^Xta, 'ash tree'. See bovine and Melia.

bummalo, n., the Bombay duck. — Corruption of

Marathi bombil.

bump, intr. and tr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp.
boom, bum, bomb. Cp. also bumptious.

Derivatives: bump, n. (q.v.), bump-er, n., bump-
y, adj., bump-i-ness, n.

bump, n., a blow; swelling, protuberance caused

by a blow. — Fr. prec. word. Cp. bunch,

bumpkin, n., a rustic, a lout. — Prob. fr. Du.
bommekijn, 'a little cask'. For the ending see

suff. -kin.

bumptious, adj., arrogant, obtrusive. — A jocular

word, formed from bump on analogy oi face-

tious, fractious, etc.

Derivatives: bumptious-ly, adv., bumptiou.s-

ness, n.

bim, n., a small cake. — ME. bunne, of uncertain

etymology. It is perh. of Celtic origin (cp. Gael.

bonnach) or derives fr. OF. bugne, buigne, bigne,

'a swelling; fritter', whence buignet, bigtiet, F.

beignet, 'fritter' ; so called from its swollen shape

Cp. bunion.

bun, n., the tail of a rabbit. — Of uncertain ori-

gin. Cp. bunny.

bunch, n. — Prob. fr. bump, in the sense of 'swel-

ling'. For the connection of bump with bunch

cp. clump and clunch, hump and hunch, lump

and lunch.

Derivatives : bunch, tr. and intr. v., bunch-y, adj.,

bunch-i-ly, adv., bunch-i-ness, n.

bunco, bunko, n., swindling at cards; tr. v., to

swindle at cards. — Cp. Sp. banco, 'bank',

banco, 'a game of cards', which are rel. to It.

banca, 'bank'. Sec bank, 'an institution for the

custody of money'.

buncombe, n. — A spelling var. of bunkum.

bundle, n. — ME. bundel, fr. MDu. bundel, a

collateral form of bondel, dimin. of MDu. bont

(whence Du. bond), 'bundle', rel. to Du. binden,

'to bind'. Cp. MHG., G. biindel, 'bundle', di-

min. of MHG. bunt, resp. G. Bund, 'bundle',

and OE. byndele, 'a binding', and see bind. For

the ending sec dimin. suff. -le. Cp. bunt, n.

Derivatives: bundle, tr. and intr. v., bundl-er, n.

bundobust, n., regulation, settlement (Aiiglo-

Ind.) — Hind, and Pers. band-o-hast, lit. 'tying

and binding'. Hind, band derives fr. Ol. band,

'a tying', fr, OI. bandhali, 'he ties up, hinds';

see bind. For Pers. bast, 'a binding', see bast.

bundook, n., a rifle. — Hind,, fr, Arab, bunduq,

'missile', orig. 'weapon made in Venice', fr.

Bunduqtya'', the Arabic name of Venice, the city

once so famous for its manufacture of cross-

bows and small arms. This etymology is corro-

borated by the circumstance that bunduqtya'^

means also 'musket, rifle". Cp, also Al-Bandu-

qdnt, 'the man of the crossbow', a surname of

the caliph Harun-al-Rashid.

bung, n., a large stopper. — MDu. bonghe, fr. F.

bonde, fr. Gaul. *bunda, whence also OProv-

en?. bonda. Cp. Olr. honn, Gaelic and Ir. bonn,

W. bon, 'base, sole of the foot'. MHG. bunt

punt, spunt (whence G. Spund), 'bung', are

Romance loan words. See Bloch-Wartburg,

DELE., p. 75 s.v. bonde.

Derivative: bung, tr. v.

bungaloid, adj., resembling bungalows. — A
hybrid coined fr. bungalow and Gk. -osiSr,:,

'like', fr. eISo;, 'form, shape'. See -old.

bungalow, n. — From Hind. Bangla, 'belonging

to Bengal, of Bengal", used elliplically for 'house

of Bengal'.

bungle, intr. v., to act clumsily; tr. v., to make



bunion

clumsily. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. OSwed.
bunga, 'to strike', bangla, 'to work ineffec-

tively', which is related to Swed. bdnga, 'to make
a noise', MHG. bunge, 'drum', MDu. benghel,

MHG. bengel, 'cudgel', G. Bengel, 'cudgel; rude

fellow'. All these words are ult. of imitative

origin. See bang.

Derivatives: bungle, n., bungl-er, n., bungl-ing,

adj. and n.

bunion, n., a swelling on the first joint of the

great toe. — Fr. MF. bugne, 'a swelling'. See

bun, 'small cake'.

bunk, n., a sleeping berth. — Prob. related to

bank, 'edge of a river', and to bank, 'bench'.

Cp. bunker.

Derivative: bunk, intr. v.

bunk, n., nonsense. — See bunkum.

bunker, n. — Scot, bunker, 'bench', prob. rel. to

bench.

Derivative : bunker, tr. v.

bunkum, buncombe, often shortened to bunk, n.,

speechmaking for effect; insincere talk; hum-
bug. — From Buncombe, name of a county in

North Carolina, one of whose representatives

was said to have spoken frequently in Congress,

merely to impress his constituents.

bunny, n., pet name for a rabbit. — Formed fr.

bun, 'rabbit', with dimin. suff. -y.

bunodont, adj., having tubercles in the teeth (ap-

plied to the pig and the hippopotamus).—Com-
pounded of Gk. pouvos;, 'mound, hill', and

68(iv, gen. 686vto<;, 'tooth'. The first element is,

according to Herodotus, 4,199, a Cyrenaic loan

word. For the second element see odonto-.

Bunsen burner. — Named after its inventor, the

German chemist Professor Robert Wilhelm

Bunsen (181 1-99).

bunt, n
.
, a disease of wheat ; smut.— Of unknown

origin.

bunt, n., the bagging part of a fishing net. — Rel.

to Dan. bundt, Swed. bunt, MDu. bont, MHG.
hunt, G. Bund, Biindel, 'bundle', and to E.

bundle (q.v.)

bunt, tr. v., to sift.— ME. bonten, 'to sift', formed
— through the medium of OF. — fr. VL. *boni-

tdre, 'to make good", fr. L. bonitds, 'the good
quality of a thing, goodness', fr. bonus, 'good'.

See bonus and cp. bunting, 'cloth'.

bunt, tr. and intr. v., to strike with the head

or horns, to butt. — Cp. butt, 'to strike'.

bunting, n., any of various small birds. — ME.,
of unknown origin.

bunting, n., cloth used for patriotic decoration,

— The orig. meaning prob. was 'cloth used for

sifting', fr. ME. bonten, 'to sift'. See bimt, 'to

sift', and subst. suff. -ing.

bunylp, n., a fabulous animal. Hence: a humbug,
an impostor. — Native Australian.

buoy, n. — MDu. boeye, boye (Du. boei), fr. OF.
boye (F. bouee), fr. Teut. *haukn, 'signal'. Cp.

OHG. bouhhan, OFris. bdken, and see beacon.

Derivatives: buoy, tr. v., buoy-age, n., buoy-
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ance, n., buoy-ancy, n., buoy-ant, adj., buoy-ant-

ly, adv., buoy-ant-ness, n.

Bupleurum, n., a genus of plants of the carrot

family (60?.)— ModL., fr. Gk. pout;, gen. Poo;,

'ox', and TrXeupov, 'rib'. See bovine and pleura.

Buprestis, n., a genus of beetles (entomol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. Pouttpticttk;, 'apoisonous beetle',

lit. 'burner of cattle', compounded of pouq, gen.

Pooi;, 'ox', and npr^^siv, 'to blow out, swell out,

blow into flame' ; so called because this beetle,

if eaten by cattle, causes them to swell up and

die. For the first element see bovine. The second

element is rel. to 7n(XTcpavai, 'to burn, burn up',

and prob. cogn. with Hitt. pardi-, 'to blow into

a flame, to kindle', OSlav. parrut, 'smoke, va-

por', Russ. preju, pret', 'to sweat, boil', ON.
frees, 'a blowing'.

bur, also burr, n., the prickly seed vessel of certain

plants. — Lit. 'the bristly one'; rel. to Dan.

borre, 'burdock', and to E. barse and bristle

(qq.v.) See also fastigiate and cp. the first ele-

ment in burdock.

Derivative: bur, burr, tr. v.

burble, intr. v., to make a bubbling sound. — Of
imitative origin. Cp. bubble.

Derivatives: burble, n., burbl-er, n., burbl-y,

adj.

burbot, n., a fresh-water fish of the cod family. —
F. bourbotte, fr. bourbe, 'mud, mire', fr. Gaulish

*borva-, a form reconstructed from Borvo, name

of a thermal deity (whence the place name
Bourbon), rel. to Olr. berbaim, 'I boil, seethe',

fr. I.-E. base *bheru-, 'to boil'. See brew and cp.

F. barbate, 'eelpout', barboter, 'to dabble about

in mud or in muddy water', which are related

to bourbe, 'mud, mire'. Cp. also Bourlx>n.

burd,n., lady.— ME. byrd, burd, prob. metathesis

of OE. bryd, 'bride'. See ist bride,

burden, n., a load.— ME. burden, birden, birthen,

fr. OE. byrden, rel. to ON. byrdr, OS. bur-

Ihinnia, OHG. burdi, MHG., G. burde, Goth.

baurpei; lit. 'that which is borne', fr. I.-E. base

*bher-, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to carry' and

cp. burthen.

Derivatives: burden, tr. v., burden-er, n., burden-

some, adj., burden-some-ly , adv., burden-some-

ness, n.

burden, n., refrain. — F. bourdon, 'drone, drone

bass, bumblebee', fr. ML. burdonem, ace. of

burdo, of s.m., which is of imitative origin. Cp.

bourdon, 'drone bass'.

burdock, n., the plant Arctium Lappa. — Com-
pounded of bur, 'prickly seed vessel', and dock,

the plant; so called for its burs and because of

its large leaves resembling those of the dock.

Cp. hardock.

bureau, n. — F., 'desk, writing table, office", fr.

OF. buret, dimin. of bure (F. bourre), 'coarse

woolen cloth', hence bureau orig. meant 'table

covered with a coarse woolen stuff.' OF. bure,

comes fr. VL. *bura, corresponding to Late L.

burra, 'flock of wool', which is cogn. with Gk.
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Peppov, pippo5> 'thick with hair, hairy'. Cp.

bourette, burel, burl, burlesque.

bureaucracy, n.— F. bureaucratic, a hybrid coined

by the French economist Jean Claude Marie

Vincent de Goumay (1712-59) fr. bureau and

Gk. -zpaTia, fr. xpocTOC, 'strength, power, rule'.

See -cracy.

biu"eaucrat, n. — F. bureaucrate. See prec. word

and -crat.

Derivatives : bureaucrat-ic, bureaucrat-ic-al,adis.

,

bureaucrat-ic-al-ly, adv., bureaucrat-ism, n., bu-

reaucrat-ist, n., bureaucrat-ize, tr. v., bureaucrat-

iz-ation, n.

burel, n., a kind of woolen cloth {history^.— ME.,

fr. OF. burel. See bureau.

burette, n., a graduated glass tube for measuring

small quantities of liquid. — F., 'cruet, flagon',

dimin. of buire, a secondary form of buie,

'bottle', See buire and -ette.

burgage, n., a former form of privileged tenure

of land {taw).— F. bourgage, fr. ML. burgagium,

'municipality', fr. Teut. *burg, 'town'. See

borough and -age.

burgee, n,, a small pennon used by yachts and

merchant vessels for identification. — Orig.

'owner's pennon', fr. OF. burgeis (F. bourgeois)

in burgeis (F. bourgeois) d^un navire, 'owner of

a ship'; see bourgeois. In English, the s of OF.

burgeis was mistaken for the plural suff. For

other words similarly treated see pea.

burgeon, n., bud. — ME. borjoun, burjon, fr. OF.

burjon (F. bourgeon), fr. VL. *burridnem, ace. of

*burrio, fr. Late L. burra, 'flock of wool' (see

bureau); so called because the buds of many
trees have a hairy, shaggy appearance.

burgess, n., citizen of a borough. — OF. burgeis

(F. bourgeois), fr. Late L. burgensis, fr. Teut.

*burg, 'town'. See Iwrough and cp. burgher. Cp.

also bourgeois.

burgh, n., 1) a borough; 2) in Scotland, an in-

corporated town. — A var. of borough (q.v.)

Derivatives: burgli-al, adj., burgher (q.v.)

burgher, n., i) freeman of a burgh; 2) a citizen. —
Prob. fr. Du. burger, 'citizen', fr. MDu. burgher,

fr. MHG. burgsere, burger (whence G. BUrger),

fr. OHG. burgdri, fr. OHG. burg, 'castle, cit-

adel, city'; influenced in form by E. burgh. Sec

borough and agential suff. -er.

burglar, n. — ML. burguldtor, burgldtor, a

hybrid lit. meaning "town thief. The first ele-

ment is a Teut. loan word (see borough), the

second is traceable to L. latro, gen. -onis, 'thief,

robber" ; cp. OF. ler, lerre, ace. laron (whence F.

torrnn), and see larceny.

Derivatives: burglar-ious, adj., burglar-ious-ly,

adv., biirglar-ize, tr. v. (colloq.), burglar-y, n.,

burgle (q.v.)

burgle, intr. v., to commit burglary; tr. v., to

burglarize. — Back formation fr. burglar.

burgomaster, n. — Formed fr. Du. burgemeesler,

with the assimilation of the second element to

E. master (q.v.) For the first element see bo-

rough. Cp. OFris. burgamdstere, Dan. borg-

mester, Norw. horgemesler, Swed. borgmastare,

MHG. biirge-, burge-, hiirger-, burgermeister,

G. BUrgermeister.

burgonet, n., a light helmet. — F. bourguignotte,

prop, 'helmet of Burgundy", fr. Bourguignon,

'man of Burgundy", fr. Bourgogne, fr. ML. Bur-

gundia. See Bittgundy.

burgrave, n., in German history, the lord of a

castle. — G. Burggraf, lit. 'count of a castle",

fr. Burg, 'castle', and Graf, 'count". See borough

and grave, 'count'.

Burgundy, n. — ML. Burgundia, fr. Late L.

Burgundiones, lit. 'highlanders'. See borough and

cp. burgonet and burgundy.

burgundy, n., wine of Burgundy.

burial, n. — ME. buriels, fr. OE. byrgels fr. byr-

gan, 'to bury", rel. to heorgan, 'to cover'; see

biffy. The ending -s in OE. byrgels, ME. buriels,

was mistaken for the pi. suffix and consequent-

ly dropped.

burin, n., engraver's cutting tool. - - F., fr. ll.

burino (now bulino), a Teut. loan word. Cp.

OHG. boron, 'to bore", and see bore, v.

burke, tr. v., to murder by smothering. — From
the name of William Burk, executed in Edin-

burgh in 1829 for murdering several persons in

order to sell their bodies for dissection.

Derivatives: burk-er, burk-ile, n.

burkundauze, also burkundaz, n., an armed re-

tainer, an armed policeman (Anglo-Ind.) — A
hybrid coined fr. Arab.-Pers. harq-anddz, 'light-

ning,thrower', fr. Arab, barq, 'lightning" and

Pers. andaz, 'thrower'. Arab, barq is rel. to Heb.

bdrdq, Aram, h^rdq, barqd, Akkad. hirqu, 'light-

ning", Arab, bdraqa,' it lightened", Akkad

.

baraqu,

'to lighten", Aram, b^rdq, Ethiop. bardqa, 'it

lightened"; cp. Egypt, hrq, 'to shine, glitler",

Copt, ebreje, lightning".

burl, n., knot, lump. — OF. burle, dimin. of bure

(F. bourre), "coarse woolen cloth". See bureau

and cp. burlesque.

bivlap, n., a coarse cloth made of hemp, flax or

jute. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivative: burlap, tr. v., to cover with burlap.

biu'lesque, adj., comic. — F., fr. It. burlesco, fr.

buria, 'jest', fr. VL. *burrula. *bfirula, dimin. of

Late L. burra, 'flock of wool', used in the plural

in the sense of "trifles, nonsense". For the ety-

mol. of L. burra see bureau.

Derivatives: burlesque, n. and tr. v., hurlcsque-

ly, adv., burlesqu-er, n.

burly, adj. — ME, borlich, hurli, 'lofty", prob.

fr. OF, horlice. 'excellemly. exactly, very", rel.

to OHG. burlih, 'lofty, exahed', burjan, "to raise,

lift', prob. fr. l.-E. base bher-, 'to bear, carry";

see bear, 'to carry". For sense development cp.

Heb. ndsd, 'he lifted, carried".

Burmannia, n., a genus of plants of the burmannia

family (hot.) — ModL., named after the Dutch
botanist Johannes Burmann (1706-79). For ihe

ending see suff. -ia.
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Burmanniaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (hot.) —
Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

burmanniaceoos, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

burn, n., a brook, water {Scot, and dial. Engl.) —
ME. burne, fr. OE. brunna, burna. See bourn,

'stream'.

burn, tr. and intr. v. — ME. birnen, bernen,

brennen, fr. OE. beornan, biernan, brinnan (intr.),

bsrnaniVc.), rel. to ON. brenna, brinna (intr.),

bremta (tr.), MDu. bernen, Du. branden, OS.,

OHG. brinnan, MHG. brinnen (intr.), OHG.
brennan, MHG. brennen (tr.), G. brennen, Goth.

brinnan (intr.), brannjan (tr.), 'to burn' ; fr. I.-E.

base *bhreu-, 'to boil'. See brew and words there

referred to and cp. esp. bourn, bum, 'brook',

brand, brindled.

Derivatives : burn, n., burn-able, adj., burn-er, n.,

burn-ing, adj.

burnet, n., any plant of the genus Sanguisorba.

— OF. hurnete, metathesis of brunete, brunette,

dimin. of brune, fern, of brun, 'brown'. See

burnish and -et and cp. brunette.

burncttize, tr. v., to impregnate with zinc chloride

solution. — Lit. 'to impregnate according to the

process patented by Sir William Burnett', physi-

cian to the King (1779-1861). For the ending

see suflF. -ize.

burnish, tr. v., to polish. — ME. biirnischen, bur-

nisscn, from OF. hiirniss-, pres. part, stem of

bmnir, melalhesis of OF. (-; F.) hrunir, 'to

make brown", fr. brun, 'brown', fr. WTeut.

*brun-, 'brown'. Sec brown and cp. brunette,

burnet. For the ending see verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: burnish, n., hurnish-er, n., burnish-

ing, adj., burnish-ment, n.

burnous, n., a long cloak worn by the Arabs. —
Arab, bitrnus, fr. Gk. [iippoc:, 'large cloak with

a hood", fr. Late L. birrus. See biretta and cp.

barret, beret.

burr, n., prickly seed vessel of certain plants. —
The less usual spelling of bur in the same sense.

Derivatives: burr-er, n., burr-y, adj.

burr, n.. guttural pronunciation of the /. —
Of imitative origin.

Derivatives: burr, intr. and tr. v., burr-ed, adj.

burra khana, a banquet (Angto-Ind.) — Hind.

barii khana, "a big dinner".

burrito, n., any of several grunts of America.

(:ool.)— Sp., dimin. ofburro, 'ass". See next word.

burro, n., a donkey. — Sp., rel. to borrico, of

s.m., fr. Late L. burricus, bUricus, 'asmall horse",

w hence also F. bourrique, 'she-ass ; donkey', fr.

burrus. 'red', fr. Gk. -re-jopo;, 'flame-colored,

yellowish red", assimilated fr. *7rjpa6c, fr. TrOp,

gen. -jpoc, 'fire'. See fire and cp. words there

referred to.

burrow, n. — A var. of borough, used in the sense

of "shelter".

Derivative: Au^-rovf, tr. v., lit. 'to make a burrow'.

bursa, n., a saclike cavity (ana/.)— Late L. bursa,

'bag'. See burse.
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bursar, n., i) a college treasurer; 2) in Scotland,

holder of a scholarship. — ML. bursdrius, fr.

Late L. bursa. See burse and -ar.

Derivatives: bursar-ial, adj., bursar-y, n.

bursautee, also bursattee, n., a disease of horses

{Anglo-lnd.) — Hind, barsdti, 'pertaining to

rain', fr. barsdt, 'the rains'. The word orig. de-

noted 'a disease caught in, or owing to, the

rain'.

bursch, n., a German university student. — G.,

lit. 'living from the same purse', fr. Late L. bursa,

'purse'. See next word.

burse, n., i) a purse; 2) in Scotland, a scholar-

ship. — F. bourse, fr. Late L. bursa, 'leather-

bag, purse', fr. Gk. pupaa, 'hide, leather',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. bourse, bursch,

disburse, imburse, reimburse. Cp. also Byrsa.

bursiform, adj., shaped like a purse or poach. —
Compounded of Late L. bursa, 'purse', and

L. forma, 'form, shape'. See burse and form, n.

bursitis, n., inflammation of a bursa {med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -itis. fr. Late L.

bursa, 'purse'. See bursa,

burst, intr. and tr. v. — ME. bersten, bresten, fr.

OE.berstan, rel. to OS., OHG. brestan, ON.
bresta, Swed. brista, OFris. bersta, MDu. barsten,

bersten, borsten, Du. barsten, MHG. bresten,

MHG., G. bersten, 'to burst', and cogn. with

Olr. brissim (in which ii stands for orig. H),

fr. l.-E. base *bhreus-, *bhres-, 'to break, crush,

crumble'. See bruise and cp. brisance.

burst, n. — OE. byrst, 'injury, loss', fr. *bursti,

which is rel. to berstan. See burst, v.

burthen, n. — A var. of burden, 'load'.

burton, n., a tackle (naut.) — Of unknown origin.

bury, tr. v. — ME. burien, berien, fr. OE. byrgan,

'to bury", rel. to OE. beorgan, OS. bergan, ON.
bjarga, Dan. bjerge, Swed. berga, MDu. berghen,

Du. bergen, OHG. bergan. MHG., G. bergen,

Goth, bairgan, 'to save, preserve', fr. I.-E. base

*bhergh-. 'to preserve, save', whence also OSlav.

bregQ, 'I preserve, guard'. Cp. the first clement

in belfry and the second element in habergeon,

harbor, harbinger, hauberk, scabbard.

Derivatives: burial (q.v.), bury-ing, n.

bus, n. — Shortened fr. omnibus,

busby, n., fur hat worn by hussars in full parade.

— Of unknown origin.

bush, n., shrub. — ME. bussh, hosch, busk, rel. to

OS., OHG. busc, MLG. busch, busk, Du. bos,

MHG. busch, hosch(e), G. Busch, fr. WTeut.

*6Mi^-, 'bush, thicket'. Dan. busk, Swed. buske,

and ML. boscus (whence It. bosco, OProveng.

bosc, F. bois) are WTeut. loan words. Cp.

boscage, bosket, bouquet, busk, 'strip of steel',

the first element in Bushman and the second

element in ambush, hautboy, tallboy.

Derivatives: bush-y, adj., bush-i-ness, n.

bush, n., metal lining. — Du. bus, 'box'. See box,

'case, chest'.

bushel, n.— ME. buschel, fr. OF. boissiel(V. bois-

seau), fr. boisse, 'the sixth part of a bushel', fr.
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Gaul.-L. *bostia, 'a handful', fr. Gaul. *bosta,

reconstructed after Ir. bass, boss, Bret, boz, 'the

hollow of the hand'. See Bloch-Wartburg,

DELF., p. 74 s.v. boisseau.

Derivatives: bushel, tr. v., bushel{l)-er, n.

bushido, n., the code of moral principles in feudal

Japan. — Jap., lit. 'warrior's way'.

bushing, n., metal lining. — Formed with subst.

suff. -ing fr. bush, 'metal lining'.

Bushman, n. — Alter, of S. A. Du. Boschjesman

(Pu.BosJesman),Ut. 'man ofthe bush', fr. boschje

(Du. bosje), dimin. of bosch (Du. bos), 'bush,

thicket', and man, 'man'. See bush, 'shrub', and

man.

business, n. — Formed fr. busy with suff. -ness.

busk, n., strip of steel, formerly of whalebone,

placed in front of a corset. — F. busc, fr. It.

busco, lit. 'a stick of wood', which is of Teut.

origin. Cp. OHG. busc, 'bush', and see bush,

'shrub'.

busk, tr. and intr. v., to prepare. — ME. busken,

fr. ON. bHask, 'to prepare oneself, formed fr.

bita, 'to dwell; to prepare', and -sk, contraction

of the ON. reflexive pron. sik. See be, boor and

suff. -sk and cp. bustle, 'to hurry about'.

Derivative: busk-er, n.

buskin, n., a half boot. — Prob. fr. OF. brose-

quin, 'buskin' (whence F. brodequin, under the

influence of F. broder, 'to embroider"), fr. MDu.
broseken, 'a little shoe', which is of uncertain

origin.

Derivative: buskin-ed. adj.

buss, n., a small vessel used in herring fishing. —
ME. husse, fr. OF. busse, buce, fr. ML. buza,

bucia, whence also ON. buza, 'man-of-war,

merchantman', OHG. bazo, 'pirate ship',

MHG. bfize, 'man-of-war, merchantman', G.

Biise, 'buss'.

buss, n., a kiss. — Of imitative origin. Cp. G.

Busserl, dimin. of dial. G. Buss, 'kiss', bussen,

'to kiss", W. and Gael, bus, 'kiss'.

bust, n. — F. bustle, fr. It. busto, fr. L. bustum,

lit. 'the burned body', prop, neuter pp. of *bu-

rere, for Qrere, 'to burn'. The initial b in *biirere

is due to a misdivision of L. ambHrere (i.e. amb-

urere), 'to burn around, scorch', into am-burere.

See combust.

bust. — Slang for burst.

bustard, n., a large bird related to the crane. —
A blend of OF. bistard and oustarde (whence F.

outarde), both fr. L. avis tarda, lit. 'slow bird'.

Cp. OProven?. austarda, Sp. avetarda, 'bust-

ard', and see aviary and tardy.

bustee, n., a village, slum (Anglo-lnd.). — Hind.

basti, lit. 'an inhabited place', fr. OI. vasaii,

'dwells', which is cogn. with Gk. iaTiav, 'to re-

ceive at one's hearth', Goth, wisan, OE., OHG.
wesan, 'to be'. See was and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

buster, n., something big (slang). — Lit. 'that

which 'busts', formed fr. bust, 'to burst', with

suff. -er.

bustle, intr. and tr. v., to hurry about. — Fr. ob-

sol. buskle, freq. of busk, 'to prepare'.

Derivatives: bustle, n., hurry, bustl-ing, adj.,

bustl-ing-ly, adv.

bustle, n., framework worn by women to support

the skirt. — Of uncertain origin.

busy, adj. — ME. busy, bisy, fr. OE. by.tig, bisig,

rel. to LG. besig, Du. bezig; of uncertain origin.

Derivatives : busy, v. (q.v.), busy-ness, n.

busy, tr. v. — OE. bysgian, bisgian, fr. bysig,

bisig . See busy, adj.

Busycon, n., a genus of marine snails (zool) —
ModL., fr. Gk. pouauxov, 'a large coarse fig';

so called from the fancied resemblance of the

sheU to a large fig. Gk. pououxov is formed fr.

augment pref. (3ou- and a'jxov, 'fig'. The pref.

Pou- is rel. to pouc, 'ox', and orig. meant 'as big

as an ox'. See bovine and Sycon.

but, prep. — ME. butan, buten, bule, fr. OE. bQ-

tan. 'without, except, besides', fr. be-iitan,

which is compounded of be, 'by', and utan, 'out,

outside, except, without', fr. ut, 'out'. See by

and out and cp. about.

Derivatives: but, conj., adv., n., tr. and intr. v.

but, n., the outer room of a cottage. — Fr. hut,

adv. See prec. word.

butane, n., either of two hydrocarbons in the

methane series (chem.) — Formed with suft".

-ane from the first three letters of L. biityrum,

'butter'. Sec butter.

butcher, n. — ME. bocher, boucher, fr. OF.

bochier bouchier (F. boucher), 'butcher', lit.

'one who slaughters bucks', fr. bouc, 'buck". See

buck, 'male deer', and -er (representing OF.

-ier).

Derivatives: butcher, tr. v., butcher-ly, adj. and

adv., butcher-li-ness, n.

butchery, n. — ME. hochcrie, fr. OF. bocberie,

boucherie (F. boucherie), fr. boucher. See but-

cher and -y (representing F. -ie).

Butco, n., a genus of hawks, the buzzard, — L.

bfiteo, 'a kind of falcon or hawk', rel. to butire,

'to cry like a bittern' (lit. 'to utter the sound

bU'), from the l.-E. imitative base *bu-, whence

also L. bfibo, 'owl, horned owl'. Cp. Bubo. Cp.

also bittern, buzzard.

butler, n. — ME. buteler, fr. AF. butuiiler, cor-

responding to OF. botillier, bouteillier, fr. hotele,

bouteille, 'bottle'. See bottle.

Derivatives: butler-age, n., buttery (q.v.)

butlery, n. — ME. botelerie, fr. OF. bouteillerie,

or directly fr. butler.

Butomaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Butomus witn suff. -aceae.

butumaceous, adj. — Sec prec. word and -aceous.

Butomus, n., a genus of plants {hot.) — .ModL.,

fr. Gk. fSo'STojioc, 'a kind of plant, sedge", com-

pounded of poO; (gen. flooc), 'ox', and Toao;,

'a piece cut off". See bovine and tome.

butt, n., a barrel for liquor. — OF. bout (F.

botte), fr. Late L. buttis, 'cask'. See bottle

'vessel'.
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butt, n., the thicker end of anything. — ME. but,

biilte, prob. rel. to MDu., Du. hot, LG. butt,

'blunt, dull', and to ON. hauta, OE. beatan, 'to

beat'. See beat and cp. butt, 'aim', butt, 'to

strike', buttock.

butt, n., aim, goal. — ME., fr. F. but, 'goal', prob.

fr. Prankish *but, 'stump, stock, block' (cp. ON.
biitr, 'log of wood'), taken in the sense of 'mark,

goal"; rel. to butt, 'the thicker end of anything',

and to butte. Cp. debut.

butt, also but, n., flatfish. — ME. butte, but, fr.

LG. butte or MDu. botte, butte, bot, but (Du.

bot), rel. to G. Butte, Butt, OSwed. tbrnbut

(whence E. turbot, q.v.), Swed. butta, Dan. botte

and to MDu. bot, LG. butt, 'blunt'. See butt, 'the

thicker end of anything' and cp. the second

element in halibut.

butt, tr. v., to strike, thrust. — ME. butten, fr.

OF. boter, buter, 'to strike, push; to put, place'

(whence F. bouler, 'to put, place'; OF. bot,

'a blow; end, extremity', resp. F. bout, 'end,

extremity', are back formations fr. OF. boter,

resp. F. bouter). OF. boter is of Teut. origin;

cp. LG. hoten, 'to beat', and see butt, 'the thicker

end of anything'. OProveng. botar. It. buttare,

Sp. holar, 'to cast, throw', are French loan

words. Cp. boutade, bouts-rimes, buttress, rebut,

sackbut.

Derivative: hutt-er, n.

butte, n.. an isolated hill in the western U.S. —
F., fr. Iiut, 'goal, target'. See butt, 'aim, goal'.

butter, n. — OE. butcre, butter-, fr. L. biityruin

(whence also OFris., OHG. bulera, Du. boter,

MHG. butr>r, G. Butler, It. burro, OF. hurre,

F, beurrc). fr, Gk. {Wj-'jso-j, 'butter', lit. 'cow

cheese", which is compounded of ^oOc, 'ox,

cow", and TOpoc, 'cheese'. See bovine and tyro-.

Derivatives: butter, tr. v., buttcr-y, adj.

butterHy. n. — ME. biittcrjlie, fr. OE. buterfleoge.

See butter and fly. Butterfly prop, means 'the

flyi'is; hut!erco]ored thing'.

butterls, n., an instrument for paring the hoofs

of horses. — A variant of buttress, from which

it is differentiated in meaning.

buttery, n., a storeroom for liquor. — Lit. 'a place

where butts or barrels of liquor are stored", fr.

OF. htnerie, 'place for keeping bottles or butts",

fr. bant. Sec butt, 'barrel", and -y (representing

OF. -,'(') and cp. bottle, "vessel", and butler.

buttock, n. — Formed fr. butt, 'thick end', with

the dimin. sutf. -ock.

button, n. — OF. baton (F. bouton), 'bud', later

"button", fr. the verb bouler, "to push", fr. Frank-

ish *bdtan. "to beat". Cp. LG. bolen, of s.m.,

and see butt, 'to strike'.

Deri\ati\es: button, v. (q.v.), butlon-ry, n.

button, tr. and intr. v. — OF. botoner (F. bou-

tonner), fr. Iioton. See button, n.

Deris ative: button-ed, ;'dj.

buttress, n., a structure supporting a wall. —
ME. boterace, hutrasse, fr. OF. bouterez (pron.

bouterets), pi. of bouieret, 'support', fr. bouter.

'to push; to put, place'. See butt, 'to strike' and

cp. butteris.

Derivative: buttress, tr. v.

butty, n., a middleman. — Of uncertain origin.

butyl, n., a hydrocarbon radical, C4H, (chem.)—
Formed from the first three letters of L. biity-

rum, 'butter', and fr. Gk. 6X15, 'material, stuff'.

See butter and -yl.

butyraceous, adj., resembling butter. — Formed
with suff. -aceous fr. L. bUtyrum, 'butter'. See

butter.

butyrate, n., a salt of butyric acid {chetn.) —
Formed with chem. suff. -ate fr. L. biityrum,

'butter'. See butter.

butyric, adj., pertaining to butter. — Formed fr.

L. biityrum, 'butter' (see butter) and suff. -ic.

butyric acid (chem.)— So called by its discoverer,

the French chemist Michel-Eugene Chevreul

(1786-T889) because it occurs in butter. See

prec. word.

Buxaceae, n. pi., the box family {bot.) — ModL.,
formed fr. Buxus with suff. -aceae.

buxom, adj. — ME. buhsum, buxum, 'pliable,

obedient', rel. to Du. buigzaam, G. biegsam,

'flexible, pliable'; derived fr. OE. biigan, resp.

Du. buigen, G. biegen, 'to bend'. See bow, 'to

bend'. For the ending see ist -some.

Derivatives: buxom-ly, adv., buxom-ness, n.

Buxus, n., the genus of the box tree (bot.) — L.

buxus, 'the box tree". See box, the tree.

buy, tr.v. — ME. buggen, biggen, bien, fr. OE.
bycgan, rel. to OS. huggian, buggean, ON. bygg-

ja, Goth, bugjan, 'to buy'.

Derivatives: buy, n., buy-able, adj., buy-er, n.

buzz, intr.v. — Of imitative origin.

Derivatives: buzz, n., buzz-er, n.

buzzard, n. — ME. busard, fr. OF. bus-ard,

formed, with change of suff., fr. OF. buis-on,

bus-on (a regressive derivative of which is F.

buse, 'buzzard'), fr. L. buteonem, ace. of bitted,

"a kind of falcon or hawk'. See Buteo and cp.

bittern.

by, prep, and adv. — ME. bi, by, fr. OE. bi; the

toneless form is be- (see be-); rel. to OS., OFris.

bl, MDu. bie, Du. bij, OHG., MHG. bl, G. bei,

'by, at, near', Goth, bl, 'round about, by'. These

words are cogn. with the second element in Ol.

a-bhi, 'toward; to', Gk. a|ji-(fii, 'around, about",

L. am-bo, 'both'. See ambi-, amphi-, and cp. the

first element in but. Cp. also the second element

in about, above.

bye, n., something secondary. — Fr. by, prep.

bye-bye, n., bed; sleep. — A childish word.

bye-bye, interj., good-by. — A childish word.

bygone, adj. — Formed from the adv. by and

gone, pp. of go.

bylaw, n. — ME. bilaw, prob. meaning lit. 'vil-

lage law', and derived fr. ON. *byl6g, which is

compounded of byr, 'village' (which is rel. to

biia 'to live'), and log, 'law'. See be and law and

cp. boor, bower, 'cottage', booth, bound, 'ready

for a journey', byre.

byre, n., a cow shed. — ME., fr. OE. byre, rel.

to bar, 'dwelling', bUan, 'to dwell'. See be and

cp. prec. word and words there referred to.

Byronic, adj., pertaining to, or resembling. Lord

Byron (1788-1824).

Byronism, n., characteristics of Lord Byron. See

prec. word and -ism.

Byrsa, also Bursa, n., name of the citadel of Car-

thage. — Metathesized from Phoen.-Heb. Botz-

rd'' (cp. Botzrd'' = Gk. B6<ioppa, later BooTpa,

name of the capital of Edom), lit. 'enclosure;

citadel', fr. bdtzdr, 'he cut off, made inaccessible

(a technical term of fortification work), but con-

fused with Gk. piipaa, 'hide' (see burse), whence

arose the well-known legend concerning the

foundation of the citadel of Carthage.

byssine, adj., made of byssus. — L. byssinus.

I

I

'made of byssus', fr. Gk. Puctctivoc, fr. piiaao?.

See next word and adj. suff. -ine (representing

Gk. -Tvo?).

byssus, n.— L., fr. Gk. [iucCTot;, 'fine white linen',

a Semitic loan word. Cp. Heb. bUtz, of s.m., fr.

Sem. *b-w-? (*b-w-tz), 'to be white, to surpass

in whiteness', whence Heb. betzd'^, Arab, bdyda^,

'egg'. Cp. W. Muss-Amolt, Semitic words in

Greek and Latin, in Transactions of the Ameri-

can Philol. Association, 23, 80, Note 19.

Derivatives: byss-al, adj., byss-in, n., byssine

(q.v.)

Byzantine, adj., pertaining to Byzantium. — L.

Byzantlnus, fr. Byzantium, name of the capital

of the Eastern Roman Empire. Cp. bezant. For

the ending see suff. -Ine (representing L. -Inus).

Derivative: Byzantin-ism, n.
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cab, n., a Hebrew dry measure. — Heb. qabh.

rel. to Aram.-Syr. qabbd, Arab, qabb, name of a
measure of capacity, from the Sem. base *q-b-b,

'to be hollow'.

cab, n., carriage. — Abbreviation of cabriolet.

Derivative : cab, intr. v.

cab, tr. v., to crib {slang). — Short for cabbage,

'to pilfer'.

cabal, n., a secret intrigue. — F. cabale, fr. Late

L. cabbala, fr. Mishnaic Heb. qabbald^, 'recep-

tion; doctrine received', fr. Heb. qibbel, 'he re-

ceived, accepted', rel. to Aram, q^bhil, q'bhil,

'before', Syr. men q^bhol, 'opposite', Aram.-
Syr. qabhel, 'he received, accepted', Arab, qdbila,

'was in front of, qdbala, 'he received, accepted',

Ethiop. qabdla, 'he went to meet, accepted',

Akkad. qahlu, 'fight, encounter'. Cp. cabala,

alcabala, gabella, kabyle, kiblah.

Derivative: cabal, intr. v., to conspire.

cabala, n., a system of Jewish mystical interpre-

tation of the scriptures (Jewish literary history).

— Mishnaic Heb. qabbala'^, 'reception', in the

sense of 'teachings received'. See cabal.

cabalist, n., a student of cabala. — A hybrid

formed fr. cabala with suff. -ist.

Derivative: cabalist-ic, adj.

cabaret, n. — F., a loan word fr. MDu.
cahret, denasalizcd fr. cambret, camret, fr.

OPicard cainbrete, dimin. of cambre, 'chamber,

room', which is rel. to F. chambre, of s.m. See

chamber and -et.

cabas, n., a flat basket. — F., 'frail, basket', fr.

OProvenf . cabas, 'basket of sedge', fr. VL. *ca-

paciiis, fr. L.. capdx, gen. capacis, 'that can con-

tain much, capacious, spacious', fr. capio, ca-

pere, 'to catch, seize, take, hold'. See captive and
cp. cabbage, v.

cabbage, n., plant of the order Brassica. — ME.
cahoche, fr. ONF. (= F.) caboche, 'head', fr.

OF. caboce, formed fr. pejorative pref ca- and
boce (F. basse), 'a swelling'. See boss, 'a pro-

tuberance', and cp. Boche, cabochon.

Derivative: cabbage, intr. and tr. v.

cabbage, tr. and intr. v., to pilfer. — F. cabasser,

'to steal', fr. cabas, 'basket'. See cabas.

cabby, n., a cabman (coltoq.)— Short for cabman.
caber, n., a beam. — Gael, cabar, 'pole, beam'.

cabildo, n., the chapter of a cathedral. — Sp.,

metathesized fr. L. capitulum, 'head of a col-

umn', dimin. oi caput, 'head'. See capital, adj.,

and cp. chapter.

cabilliau, n., a codfish, — F. cabillaud, fr. Du.
kabeljaiiw, fr. MDu. cabbeliau, fr. ML. cabbel-

lauwus, altered fr. Sp. bacallao, 'codfish', fr. L.

bacutum, 'stick, staff'. See bacterium and cp.

bacalao. For sense development cp. stockfish.

cabin, n. — ME. cabane, fr. F. cabane, fr. Late

L. capanna, which is of lUyric origin. It. capan-

na, Sp. cabana also derive fr. Late L. capanna.

F. cabine and It. cabino are English loan words.

Cp. caboose. Cp. also cuddy, 'cabin in a ship'.

Derivative: cabin, tr. v.

cabinet, n.— It. gabinetto, prob. dimin. ofgabbia,

'cage', fr. L. cavea. See cage and -et.

Derivative: cabinet-ry, n.

Cablri, n. pL, a group of Greek gods (Greek

mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. KaPeipoi, fr. Heb. kabbfr,

'great, mighty', fr. base *k-b-r, 'to be great, to

be much, many'. Cp. their title MeydtXoi 9-eol,

'the great gods', which corroborates the above
etymology.

cable, n. — ME. cable, cabel, kable, fr. F. cable,

fr. Port, cable, which is a blend of Arab, habl,

'rope, cable', and VL. cap(u)lum, 'a halter for

cattle', fr. capio, capere, 'to catch, seize, take,

hold'. Arab, habl is rel. to hdbala, 'he bound',

Heb. hebhel, 'rope, cord', Ethiop. habal, 'rope',

habdla, 'he bound', Akkad. nahbalu, 'rope,

snare', Aram, habhld, 'cord, rope'. For the ety-

mology of L. capere see captive.

Derivatives: cable, v., cabl-ed, adj., cabl-er, n.,

cabl-ing, n., cabl-et, n.

cablegram, n. — A blend of cable and telegram.

cabob, n., roast meat (Anglo-Ind.) — Hind.

kabdb, fr. Pers. kabdb.

Derivative: cabob, tr. v.

cabochon, n., a polished but uncut precious

stone. — F., fr. cahoche, 'head, pate, noddle,

nob'. See cabbage.

Cabomba, n., a genus of aquatic plants (bot) —
ModL., a name of American Indian origin.

caboodle, n., group, lot (slang). — Corruption of

kit and boodle. See kit, 'wooden tub', and

boodle.

cabook, n., laterite (Ceylon). — Port, cavouco (al-

so cabouco), short for pedras de cavouco, 'quarry

stones', fr. cavo, 'concave', fr. L. cavus, 'hollow,

concave'. See cave, n.

caboose, n., i) a ship's galley; 2) the trainmen's

car on a goods train. — Du. kabuis, fr. MLG.
kabdse, a compound word, the first element of

which is prob. rel. to cabin. The second element

in MLG. kabdse was perh. orig. identical with

MLG. has (= Du. huis); see house. Hence
MLG. kabdse and Du. kabuis would prop.

mean 'cabin house'.

caboshed, adj., showing the animal's head full-

faced (affronte) and without the neck (her.) —
Formed with suff. -ed fr. F. caboche, 'head'. See

cabbage, n.

cabotage, n., .coasting trade. — F., fr. caboter,

'to coast', fr. Sp. cabo, 'cape, promontory', fr.

L. caput, 'head'. See capital, adj., and cp. cape,

'promontory'.
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cabrerite, n., a hydrous arsenate of nickel, cobalt

and magnesium (mineral^ — Named after the

Sierra Cabrera in Spain. For the ending see

subst. suff. -Ite.

cabrilla, n., any fish of the genus Serranus. —
Sp., dimin. of cabra, 'she-goat', fr. L. capra, of

s.m. See cabriolet.

cabriole, n., a form of leg {furniture). — Prob.

fr. F. cabriole, 'leap of a goat, caper'. See next

word.

cabriolet, n., a light two-wheeled carriage. — F.,

fr. cabriole, 'leap of a goat, caper', fr. cabrioler,

caprioler, 'to leap like a goat, to caper', fr. It.

capriolare, fr. capriuolo, 'roebuck', fr. L. capre-

olus, dimin. formed fr. caper, 'he goat', whence

capra, 'she-goat', which is rel. to Umbr. kabru,

kaprum (ace), 'he-goat', and cogn. with Gk.

xdtTrpoi;, 'boar', OE. hsefer, ON. hafr, 'he-goat',

G. Habergeiss, 'goatsucker' ; so called from its

easy motion. Cp. caper, v. Cp. also cab, 'carriage',

cabriole, Capella, Caprella, capreol, Capreolus,

capri-, capric, Capricorn, caprification, caprine,

capriole, cheverel, chevron, chevrotain.

cac-, form of caco- before a vowel

Cacalia, n., a genus of plants, the Indian plan-

tain (bot^ — ModL., fr. Gk. xaxaXia, name of

a plant.

cacao, n. — Sp., fr. Nahuatl caca-uatl, 'cacao

seed'. See coco.

cachalot, n., the sperm whale. — F., fr. Sp. ca-

chalote, fr. Port, cacholotte, lit. 'thick-headed',

fr. cachola, 'head, pate', which is perh. a dimin.

of cacha, 'handle of a razor', fr. VL. capula,

pi. of capulum, corresponding to L. capulus,

'handle, hilt of a sword', fr. capere, 'to catch,

seize'. See captive.

cache, n., hiding place. — F., 'hiding place', back

formation fr. cacher, 'to hide', fr. VL. *codcti-

cdre, 'to press together', frcq. fr. L. codctdre,

itself freq. fr. cogere, pp. codctus, 'to press to-

gether, force'. See co- and act and cp. coact,

cogent. Cp. also cachet.

Derivative: cache, v.

cachectic, adj., pertaining to cachexia. — Gk.
xa/sxTixo?, fr. /.•y.-fVA-rr,':,, 'in a bad habit of the

body', fr. y.i.v.f>c, 'bad', and g/eiv, 'to have'. See

cachexy and -ic.

cachet, n., a distinguishing mark of quality or

authenticity. — F., 'seal, stamp', fr. cacher, 'to

hide'. See cache.

cachexia, cachexy, n., bad general state of health

(merf.) — L., fr. Gk. xayc^ta, lit. 'bad habit', fr.

xax6i;, 'bad', and eEi;, 'state, condition, habit'.

For the first element see caco-. The second ele-

ment derives fr. s/siv (for *e/.eiv, cp. the fut.

e^to), which is cogn. withjOI. sdhate, 'he masters',

sahah, 'victory', Goth, sigis, OE. sige, 'victory'.

See scheme and cp. words there referred to.

cachinnate, intr. v., to laugh loudly. — L. cachin-

ndt-{urri), pp. stem of cachinndre, 'to laugh

loudly', of imitative origin. Cp. OI. kdkhati,

kakkhati, khakhati, 'laughs', Gk. xoe/al^Eiv, later

form xaxx^t^eiv, 'to laugh loudly', OHG. ka-

chazzen, of s.m.. Arm. xaxank', 'violent laugh-

ter', which are all imitative.

cachinnation, n., loud laughter. — L. cachin-

ndtio, gen. -onis, 'violent laughter', fr. cachinndt-

(um), pp. stem of cachinndre. See prec. word
and -ion.

cacholong, n., an opaque variety of opal. — F.,

fr. a Kalmuck word meaning 'beautiful stone'.

cachou, n. — F. See cashew, catechu.

Cachrys, n., a genus of herbs of the carrot family

(bot.) — Gk. xaxp'JS, 'parched barley, catkin',

prob. rel. to niyxp^Z, 'millet'. Cp. Cenchrus.

cachucha, n., a Spanish dance. — Sp., lit. 'reci-

pient', fr. cacho, 'saucepan', fr. VL. *cacculus,

'an earthen pot for cooking'. See cockle, 'stove'.

cacique, n., a West Indian chief — Sp., from a

Haitian language.

cachunde, n., a pastil (pharm.) — Sp., fr. cachii.

See cashew, catechu.

cack, intr. v., to void excrement (dial.) — ME.
cakken, fr. L. cacdre, which, like Gk. xaxxav,

Russ. kdkat', Mir. caccaim, etc., derives from
the I.-E. child's word *kakka, 'to void excre-

ment'. Cp. Cagot.

cackle, intr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp. Du.

kakelen, 'to chatter, gabble'. Cp. also quack

and gabble.

Derivatives: cackle, n., cackl-er, n., cackl-ing, n.

caco, n., a bandit. — Sp., 'thief, fr. L. Cdcus =
Gk. Kaxoc, son of Vulcan; he terrified the

country round about Mount Aventinus by his

robberies and was slain by Hercules.

caco-, before a vowel cac-, combining form
meaning 'bad, ill, poor'. — Gk. xaxo-, xax-, fr.

xaxo;, 'bad, evil', prob. orig. a word from the

child's language. Cp. the first element in ca-

chexy, kakistocracy, and the second element in

stomacace.

cacodyl, n., a poisonous, malodorous radical

AsfCHj)^ (chem.) — Lit. 'ill smelling matter';

coined by the Swedish chemist Baron Jons

Jakob Berzelius (1779-1848) from Gk. xaxciSy;?,

'ill smelling', and sufF. -yl. Gk. xxxo'jS/;; is com-
pounded of xaxo- (sec caco-) and the stem of

6!^£i\i, 'to smell'. See ozo-, odor.

cacoepy, n., bad pronunciation. — Gk. xxxo-

ETTE'.a, 'bad language', compounded of xaxo-

(see caco-) and -sriEta, fr. i-oc, 'word'. See

epos and cp. orthoepy.

Derivatives: cacoep-ist, n., cacoep-ist-ic, adj.

cacoethes, n., a bad habit. — Gk. xaxo7;^>£;, ncut.

of the adj. xkxo-/;St,;, 'of ill habits', used as a

noun; compounded of xxxo- (see caco-) and

f.^oc, 'habit'. See ethic.

cacography, n., bad writing. — Compounded of

caco- and Gk. -Ypa9ia, fr. ypacpciv, 'to write'.

See -graphy and cp. calligraphy.

cacology, n., bad speaking; bad pronunciation.

— Compounded of caco- and Gk. -Xoyii, fr.

-Xiyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.
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caconym, n., a bad name. — Compounded of

caco- and Gk. ovujjia, dialectal form of 6vo[xa,

'name'. Se^jjame and cp. onomato-.

Derivative: caconym-ic, adj.

cacoon, n., the tropical bean. — Of uncertain

origin.

cacophonous, adj., ill-sounding. — Gk. Kaxo-

cpcovo.;, compounded of xaxo- (see caco-) and

tptovY), 'sound, voice'. See phone. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to Gk. -o?, see suff. -ous.

cacophony, n., a harsh or discordant sound. —
Gk. xaK09&)via, fr. xaK69wvo(;. See prec. word

and -y (representing Gk. -la)

.

Cactaceae, n. pi., the cactus family (60/.) —
ModL., formed fr. cactus with suff. aceae.

cactaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

cactiform, adj., resembling a cactus in form. —
Compounded of Cactus and -form.

cactus, n. — L., 'a prickly plant', fr. Gk. xaxTo?,

of s.m., which is prob. a pre-Hellenic word of

unknown origin.

cacuminal, adj., i) pertaining to the top; 2) in

phonetics, pronounced with the tip of the tongue

turned upward; cerebral. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. cacumen, 'top, summit', which is

cogn. with 01. kakubh-y 'peak', kakud-, 'peak,

top', kdkud-, 'mouth-cavity, palate'; from a

dental enlargement of the reduplication of I.-E.

base *qeu-, 'to bend', for which see cubit, high.

L. cacumen prob. developed fr. orig. *kakud

under the influence of acumen, 'sharpened

point' (see acumen).

cacuminate, tr. v., to make pointed or sharp. —
L. cacuminiilus, pp. of cacuminare, 'to point',

fr. cacumen, gen. cacuniinis. See prec. word and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: cacumin-ation, n.

cacuminous, adj., pointed (said of the top of

a tree). — See cacuminal and -ous.

Cacus, n., son of Vulcan, a giant, slain by Her-

cules in his cave in the Aventine (Roman my-

thol.) — L. Cdcus, of uncertain etymology.

cad, n. — Shortened fr. caddie, caddy.

Derivatives: cadd-ish, adj., cadd-ish-ly, adv.,

cadd-ish-ness, n.

cadamba, n., an East Indian tree. — Kanarese

kadamba-. Cp. OI. kadambdh, 'Nauclea cadam-

ba', which is prob. of Dravidian origin (see

Manfred Mayrhofer, A Concise Etymol. San-

skrit Dictionary I, 144 and 149).

cadastral, adj., pertaining to a cadaster. — F.,

fr. cadastre. See cadastre and adj. suff. -al.

cadastre, cadaster, n. — F. cadastre, 'register of

the survey of lands", fr. OProven?. cadastre, fr.

It. catastro, catasto, fr. Olt. cataslico, fr. Late

Gk. y.yLzia-iyyj, 'register', lit. 'by the line',

formed fr. Gk. y.y.-i (see cata-) and cit(/o;,

'row, line". See acrostic.

cadaver, n., a dead body, a corpse. — L., 'a dead

body, a corpse", fr. cadere, 'to fall"; see cadence.

For sense development cp. Gk. TnS>it%, 'corpse',

which is rel. to -(.rr-rsiv, 'to fall' (perf. TtcTTTCoxx),

and Heb. n'bheld", 'carcass, corpse', fr. ndbhSl,

'it decayed, withered', which is rel. to naphdl,

'he fell'. Cp. ptomaine.

Derivatives: cadav-er-ic, adj., cadaverous (q.v.)

cadaverous, adj., looking like a corpse; pale. —
L. cadaverosus, 'corpselike', fr. cadaver, 'a dead

body, corpse'. See cadaver and -ous.

Derivatives: cadaverous-ly, adv., cadaverous-

ness, n.

caddie, caddy, n., a person who carries one's golf

clubs, etc. — F. cadet. See cadet and cp. cad.

Derivative: caddie, caddy, to act as a caddie.

caddis, n., i) worsted yam (obsol.); 2) lint. —
Prob. fr. OF. cadaz, cadas, also cadarce, fr.

OProvenf. cadarz, which is of uncertain origin;

confused with F. cadis, 'light woolen serge'.

See next word.

caddis, n., a kind of cheap serge. — F. cadis,

'light woolen serge', fr. OProven?. cadis, prob.

fr. Sp. Cadiz, of s.m., which apparently comes

from the name of the city of Cadiz and orig.

meant 'material made at Cadiz'.

caddie, n., the larva of the caddis fly. — Of un-

certain origin.

caddy, n. , a small box ; orig. used only in the sense

of tea caddy. — Fr. earUer catty, prop, 'a box

containing a catty of tea', fr. Malay kdti, a

weight of I 1/3 lb. Cp. catty.

cade, n., a small barrel.— F., fr. L. cadus, 'bottle,

jar, jug', fr. Gk. xaSoi;, fr. Heb. kadh, 'pitcher',

prop, 'a rounded vessel', fr. base *k-d-d, 'to be

round'. Cp. cadus.

cade, n., a juniper (Juniperus oxycedrus). — F.,

fr. OProven?. cade, fr. Late L. catanus, 'cedar

juniper', which is prob. a loan word fr. Sabine

catanus, 'a plant with pointed leaves', fr. Sabine-

L. catus, 'sharp, pointed'. See hone.

-cade, suff. denoting a group or the contest of a

group. — Adopted fr. the suff. -cade in caval-

cade (q.v.); accordingly this suff. is the equi-

valent of L. -(i)cdtus. See 2nd -ade and cp. aqua-

cade, motorcade and subst. suff. -ate.

cadence, n.— F., fr. It. cadenza, fr. VL. *cadentia,

a fern, noun, fr. L. cadentia, neut. pi. of cadens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of cadere, 'to fall', which

is cogn. with OI. sad-, 'to fall down'. Arm. fac-

num, 'to fall, become low', and possibly also

with It. casair, W. cesair, Co. keser, 'hail'. Cp.

chance, which is a doublet of cadence. Cp. also

accident, cadaver, cadenza, caducity, cascade,

case, 'condition', casual, cheat, chute, coincide,

decadence, decay, decheance, deciduous, escheat,

incident, occasion, Occident, parachute, recidivist.

Derivatives; cadence, tr. v., cadenc-ed, adj.,

cadenc-y, n.

cadenza, n., an ornamental flourish (music). —
It., fr. VL. "cadentia; prop, 'a flourish before

the cadence', whence its name. See cadence.

cadet, n., i) a younger son or brother; 2) a stu-

dent at a military or naval school. — F., fr.

Gascon capdet, which corresponds to OProven?.

capdel, 'chief, fr. VL. *capitellus, dimin. formed
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fr. L. caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital, adj.,

and cp. cad, caddie.

cadge, v., to beg. — Back formation fr. cadger.

For similar back formations cp. peddle, swindle.

cadger, n., a hawker. — The word orig. denoted

'one who brought in a cadge or basket eggs,

poultry etc. from the country to the market'.

Cadge derives fr. F. fo.fc in the sense of 'basket'.

See cage.

cadi, n., a minor Mohammedan judge. — Arab.

qddi, 'judge', prop, partic. oiqddd, 'he decided',

rel. to Heb. qdtzin, 'judge, prince, leader'. Cp.

alcalde.

cadjan, n., palm leaves for thatching or matting.

— Malay kdjdng, 'a matting of palm leaves'.

Cadmean, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, Cad-

mus. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Cadmeus,

fr. Gk. KaSixsIo;, 'Cadmean', fr. KaS[io<;, 'Cad-

mus'. See Cadmus.

cadmia, n., calamine. — L. cadmla. See next

word.

cadmium, n., a white metallic clement (chem.) —
ModL., coined by its discoverer, the German
chemist Friedrich Strohmeyer (1776-1835) in

1 817, fr. L. cadmia, 'calamine', fr. Gk. xaS|j.sia,

of s.m., which stands for KaSfieia (scil. y?;), lit.

'Cadmean (earth)", fr. K(xS(i.oi;, 'Cadmus'. See

next word.

Derivative: cudm-ic, adj.

Cadmus, n., son of the Phoenician king Agenor

and founder of Thebes (Greek mythol.) — L.,

fr. Gk. KaSjioc, a name of Sem. origin, prop,

denoting 'the man who came from the East'.

Cp. Heb. qedem (fr. base qadm-), 'East", qiddC'm,

'he was in front, met', qadmun, 'eastern; an-

cient", Ugar. qdm, 'front', Arab, qddama, Ethiop.

qaddma, 'he preceded', Akkad. qudmu, 'front;

former time". Cp. cadmium, calamine, camillus.

For other mythological names of Hebrew origin

cp. Danae, Danaus, Niobe.

cadre, n., frame, framework; framework of a

regiment. — F., fr. It. quadra, fr. L. quadrus,

'square'. See quadri-.

caduceus, n., the wand of a herald, specif., the

wand of Hermes (Mercury). — L. caduceus,

"herald's staff", fr. Dor. Gk. xapj/csiov (corre-

sponding to Att. y.7-|S'jy.eiov), of s.m., fr. xJpO^

(resp. x7;p'ji), 'herald', whence y.ip^'jaaziv (resp.

x.r,p'!)CTCT£iv), 'to proclaim' (said of a herald); rel.

to Gk. y.otpx.aipeiv, 'to resound", and cogn. with

01. carkarti, 'mentions with praise', carkrtih,

'praise, glory', kdruh, 'singer, poet', OHG.
-hruod, -ruod (in compounds), ON. hrddr, OE.
hred, 'fame, glory'. Cp. kerygma. Cp. also

rummer.

caducity, n., perishableness. — F. caducite, 'per-

ishableness, frailty", fr. caduc, 'perishable, frail',

fr. L. caducus, 'falling, fallen, inclined to fall',

fr. cadere, 'to fall'. See cadence and -ity.

caducous, adj., perishable. — L. caducus. See

prec. word. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see suff. -ous.

cadus, n., a large vessel for liquids. — L., fr. Gk.
xdSo?. See cade, 'a small barrel".

caecal, adj., pertaining to the caecum (anat.) —
Formed fr. caecum with adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: caecal-ly, adv.

Caecias, n., personification of the northeast

wind. — L. caecids, fr. Gk. xatxiac, 'northeast

wind', lit. 'the dark one', cogn. with L. caecus,

'blind'; see next word. For sense development

cp. Aquilo.

caecum, n., the blind gut (anat.) — L., neut. of

the adj. caecus, 'blind', in ML. colon caecum,

'blind gut', a medical term traceable to the

definition of the blind gut as tou Ivxepou -rjtfkov-

Ti (lit. 'some blind part of the intestine'), given

by Aristotle in his work De partibus animalium,

3, 14. L. caecus is cogn. with Gk. xatxiai;,

'northeast wind', lit. 'the dark one' (cp. L.

Aquilo, 'north wind', fr. aquilus, 'dark'), OI.

kekaraft, 'squinting', Olr. caech, 'one-eyed',

MIr. let-chaech, 'squinting', W. coeg, 'empty',

coeg-ddall, 'one-eyed', Goth, haihs, 'one-eyed'.

Cp. Caecias, cecity, and the second element in

pichiciago.

Caeoma,n.,a form genus of rusts (hot.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. xateiv, which prob. stands for xaf-isiv,

'to burn', whence xauoTOi;, 'burnt', xau(jTix6i;,

'capable of burning' (see caustic); so called

because of its fiery-red color.

Caesar, masc. PN. — L., of uncertain origin. Cp.

czar, kaiser.

Derivatives: Caesar-ism, n., Caesar-ize, tr. and

intr. V.

Caesarean, adj., i) pertaining to Caesar; 2) per-

taining to the Caesarian section. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. L. Caesareus, fr. Caesar. See

Caesar.

Caesarean section, Caesarean operation. — So
called from the belief that Julius Caesar was

thus delivered. This belief is refuted by the fact

that the mother of Caesar was still alive at

the time of the Gallic wars, whereas, on the

other hand, we know that in antiquity this

operation was never performed on the living

mother.

Caesarian, adj., Caesarean. — L. Caesaridnus,

fr. Caesar. See Caesar, Caesarean.

Caesarism, caesarism, n., an absolute govern-

ment resembling that of Caesar; imperialism. —
F. cesarisme, coined by the French man of let-

ters and dramatist Auguste Romieu (i 800-1855)

fr. Cesar (fr. L. Caesar) and suff. -isme. See

Caesar and -ism.

caesious, adj., grayish blue. — L. caesius, 'bluish

gray", of uncertain etymology. It possibly de-

rives fr. *qaid-to-, or *qait-to-, 'bright, shining',

and is rel. to caelum, 'ceiling'. See celestial and

cp. words there referred to. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

caesium, n. — See cesium.

caesura, n., break in a verse (pros.) — L., 'a cut-

ting', formed fr. caesus, pp. of caedere, 'to cut'.
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See cement and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : caesur-al, caesur-ic, adjs.

cafard, n., a hypocrite. — F., 'hypocrite', fr.

Arab, kafir, 'infidel', part, of kdfara, 'he blotted

out, covered; he denied', with substitution of

the French pejorative suff. -ard for the unusual

ending -ir. See Kaffir and -ard.

cafardise, n., hypocrisy. — P., 'hypocrisy', for-

med fr. prec. word with sufF. -ise.

cafe, n., i) coffee; 2) coffeehouse; restaurant. —
F., fr. It. caff^, fr. Turk, qahve, fr. Arab, qdhva'^,

'wine; coffee'. See coffee,

cafeteria, n., a restaurant at which the patrons

serve themselves from the food displayed at a

counter. — Mexican Sp., meaning 'retail coffee

store'. Cp. F. cafetidre and see prec. word.

caffeine, caffein, n., an alkaloid obtained from

coffee and tea (chem.) — F. cafeine, fr. cafe,

'coffee'. See coffee and chem. suff. -ine, resp. -in.

cafila, n., a convoy of travelers, caravan.— Arab.

qdfila'', fem. used as a collective noun fr. qdfil,

'one who returns from a journey', part, of qd-

fala, 'he returned from a journey'.

cafiz, n., a measure of capacity. — Sp., fr. Arab.

qafh, a measure for com.

caftan, n., a long-sleeved garment worn in Tur-

key, Egypt, etc.—Turk, qaftdn, fr. Arab, qafldn,

fr. Pers. khaftdn.

cage, n. — F., fr. L. cavea, 'an excavated place,

a hollow, cavity; enclosure for animals, cage',

fr. catus, 'hollow'. Cp. It. gabbia, 'basket for

fowls, coop', gaggia, 'basket', OProven?. gabia,

'prison', Sp. gavia, 'a place where madmen

are confined', which all derive fr. L. cavea, and

see cave, n. Cp. also cabinet, cadger, cajole,

decoy, gabion, jail.

Derivatives: cage, tr. v., cag-er, n.

Cagot, n., one of an outcast race in southern

France. — F., 'bigot, hypocrite', from cagot,

'leper', a word of the Beam dialect, derived fr.

L. cacdre, 'to stool' (see cack), used in a pejora-

tive sense to denote the leper, the hypocrite,

the deceiver, etc.

cahier, n., a number of sheets of paper stitched

together, a report.— F., fr. OT.quaer, caer, caier,

fr. VL. quaternum, 'four sheets of paper', fr. L.

quaterni, 'four together, four each'. See quire,

'sheets of paper'.

cahnite, n., a hydrous calcium boroarsenate

(mineral.) — Named after L. Cahn, of Colorado

(U.S.A.) For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

caiman, n. — Sec cayman.

Cain, n., in the Bible, the oldest son of Adam and

Eve. — L., fr. Gk. Kaiv, fr. Heb. Qdyin, lit.

'created, creature', from stem q-y-n, 'to form,

fashion', whence also qdyin, 'weapon', lit. 'that

which is formed by the craftsman'. The same

base appears in Aram, qena'd, Syr. qendyC,

'worker in metal', and in Arab. 9a>'«, 'craftsman,

worker in steel or another metal, smith'. These

words are rel. to Heb. qdnd", 'he created, formed

made' (for this meaning see Gen. 14: 19 and 22,

Deut. 32:6, Ps. 139:13, Prov. 8:22), whence

developed the meanings 'he got, acquired; he

bought'. This relationship between the name

Qdyin and the verb qand'^ accounts best for the

fact that in Gen. 4 : i Eve explains the name

Qdyin with the word qdnithi. This word is usually

translated, 'I have gotten', but it is more prob-

able that its sense here is 'I have formed', 'I

have made'. See U.Cassuto, A Commentary on

the Book of Genesis, Part One, From Adam to

Noah, The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 1961,

pp. 196-202. Cp. Elkanah, kinah.

caique, n., a light rowing or sailing boat, used

esp. on the Bosporus. — F., fr. It. caicco, fr.

Turk, kayik.

caird, n., a wandering tinker {Scot^ — Gael., Ir.

ceard, 'tinker', rel. to. Olr. cerd, 'smith; poet',

W. cerdd. 'song', and prob. cogn. with Gk.

xspSo?, 'gain, profit'.

cairn, n., a heap of stones. — Gael, earn, gen.

cairn, 'heap', rel. to W. and Ir. cam, of s.m. Cp.

the first element in cairngorm,

cairngorm, n., a yellow crystal. — From the name

of the Scottish mountain Cairngorm, where it is

found. This name is compounded of cairn and

Gael, gorm, 'blue'.

caisson, n., box, chest. — F., fr. It. cassone, which

is formed with the augment, suff. -one fr. cassa,

fr. L. capsa, 'chest, box, receptacle'. See case,

'chest', and -oon and cp. capsule.

Derivative: caisson-ed, adj.

caitiff, n., a mean person, a coward; adj., mean,

cowardly. — MErcaitif, 'captive, miserable', fr.

ONF. caitif, which corresponds to OF. chaitif,

'captive; wretched' (whence F. chetif, 'weak,

sickly; miserable, wretched'), fr. L. captivus,

'prisoner' (see captive). Caitiff represents the

early borrowing, its doublet captive is a later

scholarly form; both came into English through

the medium of French.

caja, n., a cashier's office. — Sp., 'box, chest,

cashier's oflice, fr. L. capsa, 'box, chest', fr. capere,

to catch, seize, take, receive, hold'. See case,

'box', and cp. cash,'ready money'. Cp. also cajeta.

cajaput, cajeput, n. — Variants of cajuput.

cajeta, n., a small chest. — Sp., dimin. of caja,

'box, chest'. See caja.

cajole, tr. and intr. v. — F. cajoler. The word orig.

meant 'to chatter like a jay in a cage' and is an

alteration of gaioler (a word used in the i6th

cent.), fr. Picard gaiole, 'cage', fr. Late L.

caveola, 'cage', dimin. of L. cavea, 'cage' ; see

cage. The change of gaioler to cajoler is due

to the influence of F. cage.

Derivatives: cajole, n., cajole-ment, n., cajol-er,

n., cajol-er-y, n., cajol-ing, adj., cajol-ing-ly,adv.

Cajun, n., a native of Louisiana, supposed to be

of Acadian French descent. — Corruption of

Acadian.

'

cajuput, n., an East Indian tree. — Malay kdyu-

pQtih, lit., 'white tree', fr. kdyu, 'tree', and

pUtih, 'white'.
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cake, n.— ME., fr. ON. kaka, rel. to MDu. koke,

Du. koek, its dimin. koekje, OHG. chuohho,

kuocho, MHG. kuoche, G. Kuchen; prob. of

imitative origin. The a-o gradation of these

words testifies to their Teut. origin (cp. ON.
taka, 'take', tok, 'took'). They are not related

to cook. Cp. cooky, kuchen. Cp. also Cockaigne.

Derivatives : cake, v., cak-y, adj.

Cakile, n., a genus of plants of the mustard family

{bot.) — F., fr. Arab, qdqulld, also qdqulla'',

name of a plant.

Calabar bean. — Named after Calabar on the

west coast of Africa.

calabash, n., a tropical tree of the bignonia

family and its gourdUke fruit. — F. calebasse,

fr. Sp. calabaza, corruption of Arab, qdr'a''

ydbisa^, 'dry gourd'.

calal)er, n., a kind of squirrel fur. — Fr. Calabre,

French name of Calabria, the southeastern

peninsula of Italy.

calaboose, n.,aprison(5ou//iern/)ar/o/f/!e U.S.A.)

— Sp. calabozo, 'prison, cell', prob. fr. VL. *ca-

lafodium, which is compounded of pre-Latin

*calar, 'a protected place, cave', and L. fodere,

'to dig'. See fosse.

Caladium, n., a genus of plants of the arum family

(bot.) — ModL., coined by Rumph in 1750 fr.

Malay kalddi, 'a kind of arum'.

Calamagrostis, n., the reed bent grass (bot) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. xaXa^o?, 'a reed',

and aypcooTK;, 'a grass'. See Calamus and

Agrostis.

calamanco, n., a woolen cloth. — Cp. ML. cala-

macus, calamancus, Sp. calamaco, G. Kalamank,

Kalmank; of uncertain origin.

calamander wood, calamander, n., wood of a tree

growing in Ceylon. — Corruption of Coroman-

del, name of part of the eastern coast of

southern India.

calamary, n., squid. — L. calamdrius, 'pertaining

to a pen', fr. calamus, 'reed, pen', fr. Gk. y.aXa-

fxo;, prob. an assimilated form of orig. *y.oXt-

[ioc, and, accordingly, cognate with L. culmus,

'stock, stem'. See culm, 'stem of grasses', and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also the first

element in calamint, caramel.

calamine, n., a kind of zinc ore. — ¥., fr. ML.
catamina, fr. L. cadmia, fr. Gk. y.i$[ieii, 'cala-

mine', fr. KaSuLo;, 'Cadmus', the founder of

Thebes ; so called because this mineral was found

first in the vicinity of Thebes. See Cadmus,

cadmium.

calamint, n., an aromatic plant.— ME. catament,

fr. OF. calament. fr. ML. calamentum, fr. L. cala-

minthe, fr. Gk. y.3cAa(iiv{>T5 , which is compounded
of xaXa^jto?, 'reed', and (iiM&r;, 'minth'. See

calamary and mint, 'an aromatic herb'. For the

contraction of *y.aXa(xo-pLiv&7) into xaXafitv^trj

see haplology.

calamitous, adj., producing calamity, disastrous.

— F. calamiteux (fem. -euse), fr. L. caldmitosus,

haplological contraction of *calamitat6sus, fr.

caldmitds. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: calamitous-ly, adv., calamitous-

ness, n.

calamity, n., misery; disaster. — F. catamite, fr.

L. caldmitdtem, ace. of caldmitds, 'damage, in-

jiuy, loss, misfortune', with the primary mean-

ing 'blow', rel. to in-columis, 'unimpaired, un-

injured', fr. I.-E. base *qel(d)-, *qol{d)-,Ho strike,

beat', whence also Gk. xXav, 'to break', yckrjpoQ,

Dor. xXapo?, prop, 'little piece of wood lopped

off (used for casting lots)', hence 'a casting of

lots'. See holt and cp. words there referred to.

calamus, n., reed. — L. See calamary.

calando, adv. and adj., growing slower (mus.) —
It., fr. calare, 'to let down, lower', fr. L. ca-

Idre, chaldre, 'to let down', fr. Gk. x'^^^'^'
'^

let down, loosen'.

Calanthe, n., a genus of orchids {bot) — ModL.,

compounded of Gk. y.aX6q, 'beautiful', and

&\i&0Q, 'flower'. See calo- and anther,

calapite, n., mass found in coconuts.— Fr. Malay

kalapa, 'coco tree'.

calash, n., a kind of carriage. — F. caliche, fr.

Czech kolesa, 'wheels, carriage', pi. of koleso,

'wheel', fr. kolo, 'wheel', which is rel. to OPruss.

kelan, 'wheel', and cogn. with Gk. xuxXo;,

'circle', OE. hweogol, hweol, 'wheel'. See wheel

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: calash, tr. v.

Calathea, n., a genus of plants of the arrowroot

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xaXado?, 'bas-

ket' (see next word); so called from the shape

of the flowers.

calathus, n., a basket (Greek antiq.)— L., fr. Gk.

xaXa^o;, 'basket', prop, meaning 'a plaited

basket", and rel. to xXw&ei.v, 'to spin'. See Clotho

and cp. Clostridium,

calcaneum, n., one of the bones of the tarsus

(anat.) — L. calcaneum (rarely calcaneus),

'heel', a derivative of calx, gen. calcis, of s.m.

See Calceolaria, and cp. calk, 'to stop up the

seams of a ship with oakum'.

calcaneus, n., one ofthe bones of the tarsus (o/i«r)

— See prec. word.

calcareous, adj., pertaining to, or containing,

lime or calcium. — L. calcdrius, "pertaining to

lime', fr. calx, gen. calcis, 'limestone, lime,

pebble', a loan word fr. Gk. x^ai?. 'small stone,

pebble', which prob. derives fr. I.-E. *(s)q(h)e-

liq-, enlargement of base *(s)qel-, 'to cut, cleave,

split". See colter and cp. silica. Cp. also calcine,

calculate, calculus, calx, cauk, causeway, causey,

chalk, chaussee.— The right spelling of the word

would be calcarious (a form now obsolete), the

English correspondence of L. -drius being

-arious (or -ary).

Derivatives: calcareous-Iy, adv., calcareous-ness,

n.

calceate, adj., shod (said of members of religious

orders). — L. calcedtus, pp. of calcedre, 'to

furnish with shoes', fr. calceus. See Calceolaria

and adj. suff. -ate and cp. discalceate.
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calced, adj., calceate. — Formed with suff. -ed

fr. L. cakcus, 'shoe'. See next word.

Calceolaria, n., a genus of plants of the figwort

family (hot) — ModL., fr. L. calceoldrius, 'shoe-

maker', fr. calceolus, 'a little shoe', dimin. of

calccus, 'shoe', fr. calx, gen. calcis, 'heel', which

is rcl. to cakar, 'spur', caliga, 'military shoe or

sandal', incukare, 'to tread down', cakitrare,

'to kick, be stubborn', and cogn. with OSlav.

kluka, 'knee', Lith. kulnas, kulnis, 'heel', Lith.

kitlse, kulsis, OPruss. cukzi, 'hip', Lith. kulik)-

sls, kulksnls, 'ankle, hock'. All these words

prob. meant orig. 'something bent' and derive

fr. I.-E. base *(s)qel-, 'crooked, bent', whence

also Gk.xcoXEa,y.w>.^, 'thighbone', xmXov, 'limb,

member'. See colon, 'punctuation mark', and

cp. calcaneum, caliga, calk, 'to stop up the

seams of a ship with oakum', calk, 'to copy',

calkin, caltrop, cockatrice, discalceate, incul-

cate, recalcitrate. This genus of plants was called

Cakeolaria from the slipperlike appearance of

the flower.

Calchas, n., son of Thestor, soothsayer of the

Greeks before Troy {Greek mythol.) — L. Cal-

chas, fr. Gk. KaX-/ai;, a name of uncertain ety-

mology.

calci-, combining form denoting 'lime' or 'cal-

cium'. — L. caki-, stem of calx, gen. cakis,

'lime'. See calcareous.

calcic, adj., pertaining to lime or calcium. —
Formed with suff. -ic fr. L. calx, gen. calcis,

'lime'. See calcareous,

calciferous, adj., containing carbonate of lime. —
Lit. 'lime-bearing', compounded of calci- and

L. ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See -ferous.

calcification, n., conversion into chalk; petri-

faction, ossification. — Sec calci- and -fica-

tion.

calcify, tr. v., to make calcareous; intr. v., to

become calcareous. — F. cakifier. See calci-

and -fy.

calcination, n., the act or process of calcining. —
F., fr. calciner, 'to calcine'. See next word and

-ation.

calcine, tr. v., i) to reduce to calx by heat; 2) to

burn to ashes. — F. calciner, fr. ML. cakinare,

'to reduce to lime', fr. L. calx, gen. calcis, 'lime'.

See calcareous,

calciphylaxis, n., increased sensitivity to cal-

cium imed.) — A Medical L. hybrid coined by

Dr. Hans Selye (born in 1907), professor of the

University of Montreal, fr. calcium, a word of

Latin origin, and Gk. ^-j/.av.c, 'a watching,

guarding'. See phylaxis.

calcite, n., native calcium carbonate (mineral.) —
G. Cakit, a hybrid coined by the Austrian

mineralogist and geologist Wilhelm Karl von

Haidinger (1795-1871) fr. L. calx, gen. cakis,

'Mme', and sutf. -it, fr. Gk. -ixr,-. See calcareous

and subst. suff. -ite.

calcium, a metallic element (chem.) — ModL.,

coined bv the English chemist Sir Humphrey
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Davy (1 788-1829) fr. L. calx, calcis, 'lime'. See

calx, calcareous,

calculable, adj. — F. calculable, fr. cakuler, 'to

compute, reckon, calculate', fr. L. calculdre. See

calculate and -able.

Derivatives: cakulabil-ity, n., cakidabl-y, adv.

calculary, adj., pertaining to calculi imed.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -ary fr. L. calculus, 'stone,

pebble; stone in the bladder or kidneys'. See

calculus and cp. L. cakuldrius, 'pertaining to

calculation'.

calculate, tr. v. — L. cakuldtus, pp. of calculdre,

'to reckon, compute, calculate', fr. calculus, a

small stone, pebble, stone used in reckoning,

reckoning', dimin. of calx, gen. calcis, 'small

stone, pebble, stone used in gaming, counter'.

See calculus and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: calculat-ed, adj., cakulat-ing, adj.,

calculation (q.v,), cakulat-ive, adj., calculator

(q.v.), cakulatory (q.v.)

calculation, n. — L. calculdtio, gen. -onis, 'reck-

oning, calculation', fr. cakuldtus, pp. of calcu-

ldre. See calculate and -ion.

Derivative: calculation-al, adj.

calculator, n., 1) one who calculates; 2) a cal-

culating machine. — L. calculator, 'a computer',

fr. L. cakuldtus, pp. of calculdre. See calculate

and agential suff. -or.

calculatory, adj. — L. calciddtdrius, 'pertaining

to reckoning', fr. cakuldtus, pp. of calculdre.

Sec calculate and adj. suff. -ory and cp. prec.

word.

calculus, n., i) a method in calculation (mar/;.);

2) a stonelike concretion in the body (med) —
L. calculus, 'small stone, pebble, stone in the

bladder or kidneys; counter used in playing

drafts; stone used in reckoning', dimin. of calx,

gen. calcis, 'small stone, pebble, stone used in

gaming, counter'. See calcareous and cp. cal-

culate,

caldarium, n., the hot room in the Roman bath.—
L., prop. neut. of the adj. caliddrius, calddrius,

'pertaining to warming', used as a noun, fr.

calidus, 'hot'. See next word.

caldron, cauldron, n. — ONF. cauderon, caudron

(corresponding to OF. chauderon, F. chaudron),

formed fr. OF. caudkre (F. chaudiere), fr. Late

L. caWor/a, 'caldron', fr.L.ra//rfi2M«i, calddrius,

'pertaining to warming', fr. calidus, caldus, 'hot',

fr. calere, 'to be warm', which derives fr. I.-E.

base *kel-, 'warm", whence also Lith. silu, silti, 'to

become warm', si'ltas, 'warm', silus, more exact-

ly silius, 'August" (lit. 'the warm month"), W.

clyd, 'warm' (whence MW. claer, cluyar,

'warm'), OI. sardd-, 'autumn', .A.vestic sar^d,

'year', ModPers. sal, of s.m. Cp. It. caldaia.

Rum. caldare, OProveng. caudera, Catal. cal-

dira, Sp. aaldera. Port. cald?ira, 'caldron', which

all derive fr. VL. calduria. Cp. calefacicnt, ca-

lenture, calescence, callant, calorcscencc, calo-

ric, caudle, chafe, chaldron, chauffeur, chawdron,

chowder, rechauffe, scald, nonchalant. For prob.

1
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derivatives of base *kleu-, enlargement of base

*lcel-, 'warm', see lee.

Caleb, n., masculine PN.; in the Bible, one of the

twelve men sent by Moses to spy out the land

of Canaan. — Heb. Kdlebh, prop, 'like a dog',

fr. kelebh, 'dog'. Cp. Nijldeke in ZDMG., 40,

p. 164, Note I. Cp. Aram, kalbd, Ugar. klb,

Ethiop. kalb, Akkad. kalbu, 'dog'.

calefacient, adj., producing heat, heating {med.)

— L. calefaciens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of cale-

facere, 'to make warm', compounded of calere,

'to be warm', and facere, 'to make, do'. See

caldron and fact.

Derivative : calefacient, n.

calefactory, adj., making warm. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ory fr. calefactus, pp. o( calefacere, 'to

make warm'. See prec. word.

calembour, n., pun. — F., of uncertain origin.

calendar, n. — L. calenddrium, 'an account book',

fr. calendae, kalendae, 'the first day of the

month' (see calends). The account book was

called calenddrium, because it contained the first

days of the months, on which the accounts were

due.

Derivatives: calendar, tr. v., calendar-er, n.,

calendar-ial, adj., calendar-ian, adj. and n.,

calendar-ic, adj.

calender, n., a mendicant dervish. — Pers.

qalender.

calender, n., machine with rollers for pressing

cloth. — F. calandre, 'calender, roller, mangle',

fr. earlier *colandre, fr. VL. *colendra, fr. Gk.

KuXivSpoi;, 'roller, cylinder'. See cylinder,

calender, tr. v. — F. calandrer, fr. calandre. See

prec. word.

Derivative : calender-er, n.

calends, kalends, n. pi., the first day of the an-

cient Roman month. — ME. kalendes, fr. OF.

calend, 'month', fr. L. calendae, kalendae, 'the

first day of the month', fr. caldre, 'to call, pro-

claim', which is rel. to Umbr. karetu, kafitu,

carsitu (= L. caldtd), 'thou shall (or he shall)

call', and cogn. with Gk. xaXcto, 'I cair,KeXaSo;,

'noise, din', xsXap'jJ^eiv, 'to rush, purl', xcXtop

(Hesychius), 'sound, voice', Lett, kaluot, 'to

chatter", OHG. haldn, 'to call', hellan, 'to re-

sound', hell, 'resounding', Olr. cailech, "W. cei-

liog, Co. chelioc, Bret. kiVek, 'cock', Lith. kalba,
'

'language', kalbasyti, 'to chatter', Lett, kalada,

'shouting, noise', OPruss. kaltzd, kelsdi, 'it

sounds', the second element in OI. usd-kalah,

"cock', Toch. B kal{n)-, AB kdl{n)-, 'to resound'.

All these words are derivatives of the I.-E. imi-

tative base *kel-, *kal-, 'to shout, resound'. Cp.

calendar. Calendula, intercalary, conciliate,

council. Cp. also claim, v., clear, ecclesia. Cp.

also low, 'to make the sound of a cow'.

Calendula, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family {bot^ — ModL., fr. L. calendae, hence

lit. meaning 'the plant blossoming at the time

of calends'. See prec. word and -ulc.

calenture, n., tropical fever. — Sp. calentura, fr.

calicular

L. calens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of calere, 'to be

hot'. See caldron.

Derivatives: calenture, tr. v., cakntur-al, adj.

calepin, n., a dictionary. — Named after Am-
brogio Calepino (1435-1 51 1), author ofa famous

Latin-Italian dictionary.

calescence, n., increasing heat. — See next word

and -ce and cp. calorescence.

calescent, adj., growing warm; increasing in

heat. — L. calescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

calescere, 'to grow hot', inchoative of calere,

'to be hot'. See caldron and -ent and cp. in-

calescent, recalescent

calf, n., young of a cow, etc. — ME. calf, kalf,

fr. OE. cealf, rel. to OS., MDu. calf ON. kdlfr,

Dan. kalv, Swed., Du. kalf OHG. chalp, kalb,

MHG. kalp, G. Kalb, Goth, kalho, 'calf, OHG.
kilbur (neut.), kilburra (fem.), OE. cilforlamh,

ceolforlamb, 'ewe lamb', fr. I.-E. base *g''elbh-,

*g"'olhh-, 'womb; young of an animal', whence

also 01. gdrbhah, .\vestic gar^wa-, 'womb', Gk.

SeXtpu?, SoXtpo; (in Hesychius), 'womb', d-

SeX!p6?, 'brother' (lit. 'from the same womb'),

Avestic g^r^bush, 'the young of an animal'. Cp.

adelpho-, dolphin, and the second element in

dagoba. Cp. also chilver.

calf, n., the fleshy part of the leg. — ON. kdlfi,

'calf of the leg', generally supposed to be rel. to

kdlfr, 'young of a cow', hence derivatively iden-

tical with prec. word, but prob. not related to

it, but cogn. with OI. gulphds, 'ankle (bone)'.

Caliban, n., a brutal man. — Fr. Caliban, a char-

acter in Shakespeare's Tempest. The name is

prob. a blend of Cariban and cannibal. The

association between these two words is so much

the more natural because the latter is a deriv-

ative of the former.

Derivative: Caliban-ism, n.

caliber, calibre, n., the diameter of the bore of a

gun. — F. calibre, fr. It. calibro, fr. Arab, qilih,

'mold, model', fr. Gk. xocXotoSiov, 'shoemaker's

last', dimin. of xaXoTrouc, gen. xaXoTroSo;;, of

s.m., lit. 'a foot of wood', fr. xxXov, 'wood', esp.

'wood for burning', and -o-'jc,, gen. TroSog, 'foot',

Gk. xaXov is contracted fr. *xa.~-sXrj-v or *vAt-

aXo-v, a derivative of xaiciv (for *xafictv), 'to

bum'; see caustic. For the second element see

foot and cp. -pod. Gk. y.aXox&Siov came into

Arabic through the medium of the Aramaic.

calibrate, tr. v., to determine the caliber of. —
A hybrid coined fr. caliber and -ate, a suff. of

Latin origin.

Derivative: calibrat-ion,n.

calicle, n., a small cup-shaped cavity {zool.) —
L. caliculus, 'a small cup', dimin. of calix, gen.

calicis, 'cup'. See calyx and cp. calycle, calyculus.

calico, n., cotton cloth. — Named after Calicut in

the East Indies whence it was first imported.

Calico orig. meant 'cotton cloth from India'.

calicular, adj., shaped like a calicle. — Formed

with adj. suff. -ar fr. L. caliculus, 'a small cup'.

Sef. calicle.



californium

californium, n., a radioactive element (chem.) —
ModL., named after tiie University of Califor-

nia. For the ending see chem. suff. -lum.

caliga, n., a tieavy military shoe (Roman aniiq.)

— L., rel. to calx, gen. calcis, 'heel', calcar,

'spur', calceus, 'shoe'. See Calceolaria,

caliginous, adj., dim, dark. — L. cdliginosus, fr.

cdligo, gen. cdliginis, 'darkness', fr. I.-E. base

*go/-, 'black, spotted', whence also Gk. y.ri'Xic,,

Dor. jcaXl?, 'stain, spot, blemish', y.r,Xic, (in

Hesychius), 'cloud wanting water', OSlav. kala,

'mud, dirt', Olr. caile, 'spot', but OI. kcikih,

'black; cuckoo', kali {km.), 'black color, night',

are not derived from this base (see Albert

Thumb, Handbuch des Sanskrit, II, p. 202). Cp.

the related base *qel-, 'black, spotted', whence

Gk. xs^vxivo;, 'black'. See Celaeno and cp.

Columba, columbine. For the ending see suff. -ous.

Derivatives; caliginous-ly, adv., caliginous-

ness, n.

caliginosity, n., dimness, darkness. — Formed

with suff. -ity fr. L. cdliginosus. See prec. word.

caligo, n., dimness of sight (med.) — L. cdligo,

'darkness'. See caliginous.

caliology, n., the study of birds' nests. — Com-

pounded of Gk. xa/Ja, 'hut, nest', and -Xoyia,

fr. -Xoyo;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. The

first element is rel. to xa>.u[iYi, 'hut, cabin',

zaX'jT^TEiv, 'to cover, hide, conceal', and cogn.

with L. cella, 'storeroom, granary', celdre, 'to

hide, keep secret', occulere, 'to cover, conceal';

sec cell and words there referred to and cp. esp.

kalldium. For the second element see -logy.

Derivatives: caliolog-ic-al, adj., caliolog-ist, n.

calipash, n., the edible greenish substance found

next to the upper shell of a turtle. — Prob.

alter, of carapace,

calipee, n., the edible yellowish substance found

next to the lower shell of a turtle. — Prob.

alter, of calipash,

caliper, calliper, n. — Variant spellings of

caliber. Derivatives; caUl)iper, tr. and intr. v.,

cal(l)iper-er, n.

caliph, calif, n., title of the successors of Moham-

med. — ME. caliphe, catiffe, fr. F. caliphe, fr.

Arab, khalifa", 'successor", fr. khdlafa, 'he suc-

ceeded', which is rel. to Heb. hdldph, 'he passed

on, passed away, changed', Aram, hdldph, of

s.m., Syr. hdldph, 'he changed, substituted',

Fthiop. khaldfa, 'he passed by, passed across'.

Cp. Collybia.

caliphate, n., office of a caliph. — Not the trans-

literation of Arab, khildfa", but a hybrid coined

fr. prec. word and -ate, a suff. of Latin origin.

Calista, Callista, fern. PN. — Lit. 'most beauti-

ful', fr. Gk. Y.'iXii.'^-r^, fcm. of xiVJ.ioTO?. Sec

Callisto.

calisthenic, callisthcnic, adj., pertaining to, or

promoting, calisthenics. — See next word and

-ic.

calisthenics, callisthenics, n. pi., 1) light gymnas-
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tics tending to promote graceand health; 2) (con-

strued as a singular) the art of such gymnastics.

— Compounded of Gk. xaXXo?, 'beauty', and

oftEvo?, 'strength'. Gk. xaXXo; derives fr. xaX6<;,

'beautiful'; see calo-. For the second element

see sthenic and cp. asthenia, neurasthenia. For

the ending of calisthenics see suff. -ics.

calk, caulk, tr. v., to stop up the seams of a ship

with oakum. -- The original meaning was 'to

tread', fr. ME. cauken, fr. ONF. cauquier, corre-

sponding to OF. cauchier, chauchier (F. cocher),

'to tread', fr. L. calcdre, 'to tread', fr. calx, gen.

calcis, 'heel'. See Calceolaria and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: calk, tr. v., calk-er, a., calk-ing, n.

calk, caique, tr. v., to copy. — F. calquer, 'to

trace, make a drawing', fr. It. calcare, lit. 'to

trample, tread', fr. L. calcdre, 'to tread', whence

also OF. cauchier, chauchier. Accordingly calk,

'to copy', is derivatively identical with calk, 'to

stop up with oakum' (q.v.)

calk, n., projections at the ends of horseshoes to

prevent slipping. — Back formation fr. calkin,

calkin, n., calk (in the sense of prec. word). —
OF. calcain, fr. L. cakdneum, 'heel', fr. calx,

gen. calcis, 'heel'. See calcaneum.

call, intr. and tr. v. — ME. calten, fr. OE. ceal-

lian, 'to shout', rel. to ON. kalla, 'to shout,

sing', Du. kallen, 'to talk', OHG. kalldn, 'to

call', and cogn. with Mir. gall, 'glory; swan',

W. galw, 'to call', OSlav. glasH (for *golsii),

'voice', Czech and Slovak Mas, of s.m., OSlav.

glasiti, 'to cry, announce', Czech hldsili, Slo-

vak hldsit\ of s.m., OSlav. glagoW, 'word',

Czech and Slovak hlahol, 'loud talk', OSlav.

glagolati, 'to speak', Czech hlaholiti, Slovak

hlaholir', 'to sound'. Cp. Glagolitic.

Derivatives: call, n., call-able, adj., caller (q.v.),

call-ing, n.

Calla, n., a genus of plants of the arum family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. calla, calsa, name of a

plant.

callant,n., boy (Scot.) -Du. kalant (now klant),

'customer', fr. NF. caland, corresponding

to OF. chalaitl (F. chaland), 'customer', fr. OF.

chaloir, 'to be interested in', fr. L. calere, 'to be

warm", in VL. meaning also 'to be overheated,

become interested' (cp. It. calere, Sp. caler, 'to

import, matter'). See caldron and cp. noncha-

lant.

caller, n., one who calls. — Formed from the

verb call with agential suff. -er.

caller, adj., fresh (Seal.) — Of uncertain origin.

Callicarpa, n., a genus of plants of the vervain

family {hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

y.i'/.'/.oc. 'beauty', and xap-ot;, 'fruit'. The first

element derives fr. xaAo;, 'beautiful'; see calo-.

The second element is cogn. with L. carpere, 'to

pluck'; s'ec carpel.

Callicebus, n., a genus of South American mon-

keys (zool.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

KaXXo?, 'beauty' (fr. xaXoc, 'beautiful'), and

225
calori-

xYiPo;, x^TTO?, 'a long-tailed monkey'. For the

first element see calo-, for the second see

cowhage.

calligraph, n., a specimen of calligraphy. — Gk.

>taXXiYpa90i;, 'a calligrapher'. See calligraphy.

Derivative: calligraph-er, n.

calligraphic, adj.— Gk. xaXXtypacpixo?, 'pertain-

ing to calligraphy', fr. xaXXiypofpia- See next

word and -ic.

Derivatives: calligraphic-al, adj., calligraphic-

al-ly, adv.

calligraphy, n., beautiful writing. — Gk. xaXXt-

Ypa9ia, fr. xaXXiypaqjo?, 'a calligrapher', which

is compounded of xaXXo?, 'beauty' and -ypatpoi;,

fr. ypaipeiv, 'to write'. The first element derives

fr. xaXo;, 'beautiful' ; see calo-. For the second

element see -graphy.

Calliope, n., the Muse presiding over epic poetry

{Greek mythot.) — L., fr. Gk. KaXXtoTrri, lit. 'the

beautiful-voiced one', compounded of xaXXo?,

'beauty', and 6i}*, gen. otto;, 'voice'. The first

element derives fr. xaXo?, 'beautiful' ; see calo-.

The second element stands for fr. *F6'\i, fr. I.-E.

*woq"'-s, whence also Gk. etio? (Cypriote FinoQ),

'word', L. vox, 'voice, sound, tone, call'. See

voice and cp. epic, epos,

calliper, n. — See caliper.

Callirrhoe, n., 1) the wife of Alcmaeon; 2) the

name of a sea nymph (Greek mythol.) — L., fr.

Gk. KaXXtppoY], fem. of xaXXippoo?, 'beautifully

flowing', compounded of xaXXo?, 'beauty' (fr.

xaXo;, 'beautiful'), and porj, 'a flowing stream,

river', which is rel. to pkiv (for *cpefei.v), 'to

flow', fr. I.-E. base *sreu-, 'to flow', whence al-

so—with inserted /—OE. stream, 'flowing;

river'. See calo- and stream.

Callirrhoe, n., a genus of plants of the mallow

family (hot) — Named after the nymph Callir-

rhoe. See prec. word.

callisthenic, adj. — See calisthenic.

callisthenics, n. — See calisthenics.

Callisto, n., a nymph, mother of Areas by Zeus

{Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. KaXXitiTO), fr. xaX-

XiaToc, superl. of xaXo;;, 'beautiful'; see calo-.

For the Greek superl. suff. -lazoq cp. (iy/icrTo;,

superl. of iyyt, 'near' (see Anchistea), xixioTo;,

superl. of xixo?, 'bad' (see kakistocracy), Ttpco-

TiaTo;, superl. of KpwTO?, 'first' (see protista).

For the cognates of this suff. see superl. suff.

-est.

Callitriche, n., a genus of aquatic weeds, the water

starwort (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xaXXiTpiyo;,

'beautiful-haired', which is compounded of

xiX>.o?, 'beauty', and &pl5, gen. xpi/o;, 'hair'.

The first element derives fr. xaXo?, 'beautiful',

see calo-. For the second element see tricho-.

callosity, n., callousness. — F. callosite, 'harden-

ing of the skin', fr. L. callositdtem, ace. of cal-

Idsitds, fr. callus, callum, 'hardened skin', which

is prob. cogn. with OI. kitiah (for *kfnah), 'cal-

losity', Olr. and MIr. calath, calad, W. called,

'hard', OSlav. kaliti, 'to cool, harden', Lett.

kdlst, kalstu, 'to dry up'. For the ending see

suff. -ity.

callous, adj., hardened. — L. callosus, 'hard-

skinned', fr. callus, callum, 'hardened skin'. See

prec. word.

Derivatives: callous-ly, adv., callous-ness, n.

callow, adj., unfledged; immature. — ME. ca-

lowe, fr. OE. calu, 'bare, bald', rel. to MDu. calu,

Du. kaal, OHG. kalo, kalawer, MHG. kal,

kalwer, G. kahl, of s.m., and cogn. with OSlav.

^oW, 'naked', OSlav. glava, Lith. galva, OPruss.

galla, 'head'.

Derivatives: callow, n., callow-er, n.

Calluna, n., a genus of plants of the heath family

(hot). — ModL., fr. Gk. xaXXuvciv, 'to brush,

sweep', lit. 'to make beautiful', fr. xaXXog,

'beauty', fr. xaX6<;, 'beautiful' (see calo-); so

called because its twigs were used as brooms.

caUus, n., hardened skin (med) — L. see cal-

losity,

calm, n. — F. calme, 'tranquil, quiet', fr. It. cal-

ma, 'absence of wind, tranquillity', fr. Gk. xaij-

[xa, 'burning heat of the sun', whence arose the

meaning 'tranquillity of the sea during oppres-

sive heat'. Gk. xaOfxa derives fr. *xaF-, the stem

of xaieiv, 'to burn'. See caustic and cp. words,

there referred to. Cp. also chdmage.

Derivatives: calm, adj. and v., calm-er, n., calm-

ly, adv., calm-ness, n.

cahnative, adj., calming. — F. calmatif (fem.

calmative); see calm and -ative. This is a hybrid

word (a suff. of L. origin having been added to

a word of Gk. origin); it should be superseded

by sedative.

calo-, combining form meaning 'beautiful'. —
Gk. xaXo-, fr. xaXo?, 'beautiful', which is cogn.

with 01. kalyah, 'healthy'. Cp. calisthenics, Ca-

lista, Callicarpa, Callicebus, calligraphy, Cal-

listo, Calluna, calomel, caloyer, Hemerocallis,

Hymenocallis, kaleidophone, kaleidoscope.

calomel, n., mercurous chloride, HgCl (chem.) —
F., prop, 'beautiful (i.e. white) substance de-

rived from black\ fr. Gk. xaXo;, 'beautiful, fair',

and [jLEXa;, 'black'. See calo- and melancholy.

Calonyction, n., a genus of plants of the morning-

glory family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of

calo- and Gk. vjxtio;, 'nightly', fr. vj;, gen.

vuxTo?, 'night'. See night and cp. nycti-.

Calophyllum, n., a genus of plants of the balsam-

tree family (bot) — ModL., compounded of

calo- and Gk. 9'i>Xov, 'leaf. See phyllo-.

calorescence, n., transference of heat rays into

light rays (phys.)— Coined by the British physi-

cist John Tyndall (1820-93). The word is in-

correctly formed. The correct form would be

calescence, fr. L. calescens, pres. part, of cale-

scere, 'to grow hot', inchoative of calere, 'to bt

hot'. See caldron and -cscence and cp. cales-

cence and calori-.

calori-, combining form meaning 'heat'. — L.

calori-, fr. calor, 'heat', fr. calere, 'to be hot'.

See caldron.



caloric, n., the principle of heat. — F. calorique,

fr. L. ca!oi\ 'heat'. See calori- and -ic.

Derivative: caloric-iiy, n.

calorie, also calory, n., unit of heat.— See calori-.

calorifacient, adj., heat-producing. — Com-
pounded of calori- and -facient.

Derivative: calorifacient, n.

calorific, adj., heat-producing. — F. calorifigue,

I'r. L. calorificus. See calori- and -fie.

Derivative: calorific-ation, n.

calorifics, n., the science of heat. — See prec.

word and -ics.

calorimeter, n., an apparatus for measuring heat.

— A hybrid coined fr. L. color, 'heat', and Gk.

ixsTpov, 'measure'. See calori- and meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm".

calotte, n., a small skullcap. — F., fr. It. callotta,

fr. L. calautica, 'a kind of female headdress

with pendent lappets', a word of foreign origin.

A connection between calotte and Gk. xaXuicTpa,

'woman's veil', as suggested by many lexico-

graphers, is impossible for phonetic reasons.

Cp. caul,

caloyer, n., a monk of the Eastern Church. —
F., fr. MF. calogere, fr. ModGk. xaXoyEpo:; (y

being pronounced >•), 'a monk', lit. 'a handsome

old man', fr. Gk. y.a/.o;, 'beautiful', and vjpMV,

old man'. See calo- and geronto-.

calpac, calpack, n., a kind of cap. — Turk, qal-

pciq. whence also Hung, kalpag, 'calpac, head-

gear', kalap, 'hat'.

Caltha, n., a genus of herbs of the crowfoot fam-

ily {liot.)— ModL., fr. L. caliha, 'pot marigold',

fr. supposed Gk. *xaA!>v;, prop, 'the yellow

flower', from l.-E. 'ghldlia, rel. to *ghelwos,

yellow", whence L. helvus, 'light bay". Sec yellow

and cp. helvite.

caltrop, n., an instrument with four iron spikes

used in medieval warfare. — ME. calketrappe,

fr. ONE. caukctrapc, corresponding to OF.
c/iaiicclrapc (E. chaiissc-trape), which is formed

from the imperative of chauchier, 'to tread,

trample", and trape, 'trap, snare'. Accordingly,

OF. chaiichctrapc lit. means 'tread upon the

trap'. OF. chaucliier derives fr. L. calcare, 'to

tread", fr. cal.x, gen. calcis, 'heel'. See Calceo-

laria and cp. the first element in cauchemar. For

the second clement see trap, 'snare'.

caiumba, n., formerly columbo, root of a plant

(pliarm.) — From kolom/io, its name in Mo-
zambiqi!;.

calumet, n., a pipe with long stem, smoked by

North American Indians, esp. in token of

l>^ I.e. - Can. P., fr. NF., corresponding to

F. chaluincati (with change of suff.), fr. L. ca-

lamus, 'reed". Sec calamary.

calumniate, ir. v., to slander. — L. calumnidtiis,

pn. of caluinniari. 'to accuse falsely", fr. caliini-

niti. Sec calumny and verbal sufT. -ate.

Dc r i V a ' i vcs : culuniniat-ion, n
.
, calumniator

fq.v.)

calumniator, n., slanderer. — L., fr. culumnialus.
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pp. of calumniari. See prec. word and agential

suff. -or.

calumnious, adj., slanderous. — L. calumniosus,

fr. caliimnia. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: calumnious-ly, adv., calumnious-

ness, n.

calumny, n., slander. — E. calomnie, fr. L. calum-

nia, 'trickery, artifice, pretense, evasion, false

accusation, false report', for *calvomnia, from

*calvomnos, archaic pres. part, of calvi, 'to de-

vise tricks, deceive', which is prob. cogn. with

Gk. y./]A£T\i, 'to bewitch, seduce, beguile', Goth.

holon, 'to deceive', ON. hoi, 'praise, fl-ittcry',

OE. hoi, 'slander", holian, helian, 'to slander'.

Cp. challenge. Cp. also cavil. For the form of

the pres. part. *calvomnos cp. alumnus.

Calvary, the place of the crucifixion of Jesus; re-

presentation of the crucifixion of Jesus. — L.

cahdria, 'skull', translation of Gk. xpSviov in

the Gospels, rendering Aram. giUgHlthd, 'skull'

(= Heb. gulgoleth), a name given to a hill near

Jerusalem (so called from its shape; see Gol-

gotha). L. calvaria is a derivative of calvus,

'bald', which is cogn. with the second element

in OI. dti-kuhah, dli-kurvah, 'utterly bare',

Avestic kaurva-, ModPers. kal, 'bare'. Cp.

Calvatia, calvities.

Calvatia, n., a genus of fungi (hot.) — ModL.,

fr. L. calvus, 'bald'. See Calvary and -ia.

calve, intr. and tr. v. — ME. calvcn, fr. OE.

cealfian, fr. cealf, 'calf. See calf, "young of a

cow'.

Calvinism, n., the religious doctrine ofJohn Calvin

(1509-64). Cp. chauvin. For the ending see suff.

-ism.

Calvinist, n., a follower of Calvin. — See prec.

word and -ist.

Derivative: Calvinist-ic, adj.

calvities, n., baldness imed.) — L., 'baldness', fr.

calvus. See Calvary,

calx, n. ichem.), i) lime (ohsol.); 2) ashy sub-

stance left after a mineral or metal has been

calcined. — L. calx, gen. calcis, 'stone, lime'.

See calcareous.

Calycanthus, n., the Carolina allspice (hot.) —
ModL., compounded of xa"/.'j£, 'cup, calyx", and

av&o;, 'flower". See calyco- and anther,

calyci-, before a vowel calyc-, combining form

meaning 'pertaining to, or resembling a calyx'.

— Fr. L. calyx, gen. calycis. Sec calyx.

calycle, n., an epicalyx (hot.) — L. calyculus, 'a

small flower bud', dimin. of calyx, gen. calycis.

See calyx and cp. calicle.

Calyeocarpum, n., a genus of plants of the moon-

seed family (hot.). — ModL., compounded of

y.a>,'4, gen. xaXuxo;, 'cup, calyx', and xapro;,

'fruit'. Sec calyco- and carpel and cp. the second

element in Callicarpa.

calyculus,' n.. a small cup-shaped cavity. — L.

See calycle.

Calypso, n., a nymph, daughter of Atlas (Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. KaX'ji];;,'), from the stem
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of xaXuTtTEtv, 'to cover, hide, conceal'. See next

word. For sense development cp. Circe.

calyptra, n., a covering (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

y.aX'jTCTpa, 'a covering, veil', fr. xaX'jTTTEiv, 'to

cover, hide, conceal', which is rel. to xaX'JpT),

'hut, cabin', xccXia, 'hut, nest', and cogn. with

L. cella, 'storeroom, granary', celdre, 'to hide,

keep secret'. See cell and cp. caliology. Calypso,

apocalypse, Eucalyptus, kelyphite.

calyx, n., the outer whorl of leaves (hot.) — L.,

fr. Gk. xaXu5, 'the cup or calyx of a flower',

which stands in gradational relationship to

yjJXi^, 'cup, drinking cup', and is cogn. with L.

calix, 'cup, goblet, drinking vessel', Umbr.

skalce-ta, scalse-to, 'out of the dish or saucer',

01. kaldsah, 'pot, cup', kalikd, 'bud'. OE. celic,

cxiic, aeic, 'cup', is borrowed fr. L. calix. Cp.

chalice, cylix.

cam, n., a device for changing regular rotary mo-

tion into irregular. — Du. kam, 'comb', fr.

MDu. cam, rel. to OE. cdmb, whence comb(q.v.)

Derivative : cam, tr. v.

camaieu, n., a cameo. — F., fr. OF. camaheus,

fr. ML. camahutus. See cameo.

camail, n., a piece of chain mail protecting the

neck. — F., fr. OProven?. capmalh, lit. 'chain

mail for the head', fr. *capma!har, 'to cover the

head with a chain mail', which is compounded

of cap, 'head' (fr. L. caput, of s.m.), and malhar,

'to put on a coat of mail', fr. maiha, 'coat of

mail', fr. L. macula, 'spot, mark'. See capital,

adj., and mail, 'armor'.

camara, n., chamber.— Sp. cdmara, fr. L. camara,

camera, fr. Gk. xafiapa. See camera, chamber.

camaraderie, n., comradeship. — E., fr. camara-

de, 'comrade'. Sec comrade and -ery.

camarilla, n., a small meeting room. — Sp., dimin.

of cdmara, 'chamber', fr. L. camera, 'vault,

arched roof, arch'; see camara. In its special

sense 'a private audience chamber in the royal

palace; political clique', it was first used in

France about 1830, to designate the absolutist

party during the reign of Charles X.

camas, camash, cammas, n., any plant of the

genus Camassia. — Fr. N. American Indian

quamash, 'bulb'.

Camassia, n., a genus of plants with edible bulbs

(hot.) — ModL., from prec. word. For the end-

ing see suff. -ia.

Cambanis, n., a genus of crayfishes (zoo!.) —
ModL., rel. to L. cammarus, fr. Gk. xiptaap-jc,

'lobster', which is cogn. with ON. humarr, "lob-

ster' [whence F. homard and LG. humarr

(whence G. Hummer)], and with OI. kamathah,

'tortoise'. These words derive fi. l.-E. base

*qam-, *qem-, 'to vault', and lit. denote an ani-

mal with a vaulted covering. See camera and cp.

Gammanis, Homarus.

camber, n., a slight convexity. — OE. cambre,

'curved, bent", fr. L. caniur, which is rel. to

camera, 'arch, vault'. See camera.

camber, tr. and intr. v., to curve slightly. — F.

cambrer, 'to curve, bend', fr. camerare, of s.m.,

fr. camera. See prec. word.

cambial, adj., pertaining to cambium. — Late L.

cambidlis, fr. cambidre, 'to change, exchange'.

See cambium and adj. sufT. -al.

cambio-, combining form for cambium. — See

cambium.

cambist, n., an expert in the theory and practice

of exchange. — F. cambiste, 'changer', a hybrid

coined fr. Late L. cambium and -isle, a suff. of

Greek origin. See cambium and -ist.

cambium, n., formative tissue between bark and

wood (bot.) — Late L., 'exchange', fr. cambidre,

'to change, exchange', which is a Gaulish loan

word. See change, v.

Cambrian, adj., i) pertaining to Cambria or

Wales; 2) pertaining to the first geological pe-

riod in the Paleozoic Era. — Lit. 'of Cambria",

i.e. 'of Wales', fr. L. Cambria, ML. name of

Wales, fr. Celtic, Cymru, 'Wales'. See Cymric

and -an.

cambric, n., a fine white linen fabric. — A blend

of Kamerijk, Flemish name of a town in France

(formerly in Flanders), with Cambrai, the

French name of the same town; so called be-

cause it was first manufactured in Cambrai.

Cp. chambray.

came, n., a grooved lead bar used to hold to-

gether panes of glass. — Of uncertain origin.

came, past tense of come. — ME. cam (prob. on

the analogy of ME. nnm, past tense of nitnan,

'to take'). Sec come.

cameist, n., i)one who makes or collects cameos;

2) an expert in cameos. — A hybrid coined fr.

cameo and -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

camel, n. — ME. camel, cameil, chamel. chamaiL

fr. OE. camel, fr. ONE. camel, corresponding to

OF. chamel (whence F. chamcau), fr. L. camc-

lus, fr. Gk. xauiTiXoc, fr. Heb. and Phocn. gdiiuil,

'camel", which is rel. to Arab, jdmal, of s.m.

Cp. gamma, gimel.

cameleer, n., a camel driver. -— Formed fr. camel

with suft". -eer.

Camelidae, n., a family of ruminants (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L. camelus.

See camel.

Camelina, n., a genus of plants of the mustard

family (bot.) — ModL., lit. "dwarf flax", fr. Gk.

/aii,at., 'on the ground' (in botany used in the

sense of 'dwarf'), and Xivov. 'flax". See chamae-

and line, 'flax'.

camellia, n. — Named by the Swedish namialist

Karl von Linne after the Jesuit traveler George

Joseph Kamel (italianized into Camelli), who

first described this fiower. For the ending see

sufi". -ia.

camelopard, n.. the giraffe. — Lit. "camclpard'.

fr. L. camelopardus, fr. Gk. v.-i.'LrX',—y.c,H-x'/.ii,

which is compounded of Gk. xa;j.r,).o;, "camel',

and TiapSaXL^, 'pard'. Sec canitl and pard and

cp. leopard.

camelry, n., — Formed fr. camel with suff. -ry.



Camembert

Camembert, n., a soft, rich cheese. — From Ca-

membert, name of a village near Argentan in

Normandy.
cameo, n., a carved gem. — It. cammeo, fr. ML.
camahutus, ult. fr. Pers. chumahdn, 'agate',

through the medium of the Arabic. Cp. camaieu.

Derivative : cameo, tr. v.

camera, n., a chamber. — L., 'vault, arched roof,

arch', fr. Gk. xajxapa, which is rel. to xdcjitvo?

(whence L. caminus), 'furnace', and cogn. with

L. camur, camurus, 'curved', fr.I.-E. base *qam-,

*qem-, 'to bend, vault'. Cp. It., OProven?.,

Catal. camera, Sp. cdmara. Port, cdmara, F. cham-

bre, OHG. chamara, OS. camara, OSlav. Comoro,

Lith. kamard, Olr. camra, which all derive fr.

L. camera. Cp. chamber. Cp. also camara, Cam-

barus, camber, chimney, comrade, concamerated.

For derivatives of a -fo-enlargement ofbase *^flm-

see change. Cp. cant, 'slope'. Cp. also heaven,

camerlengo, camerlingo, n., the papal chamber-

lain. — It., a hybrid coined fr. camera (see ca-

mera) and the Teut. sufT. -ling. Cp. chamberlain.

Cameronian, n., a follower of Richard Cameron

(died in 1680). For the ending see sutf. -ian.

Camilla, n., a girl of noble birth employed in reli-

gious offices. — L., fem. of camlllus (q.v.)

Camilla, fem. PN. — Fr. prec. word.

camillus, n., a noble youth employed in religious

offices {Roman antiq.) — L., fr. Etruscan Ca-

millus, 'Mercury', fr. Gk. KaS|jttXo? (whence

KaatiUof;), name of one of the Cabiri in Samo-

thrace. Ka8|j.IXoc is prob. related to KaS|io<;,

'Cadmus', hence of Hebrew origin; see Cad-

mus. The Hebrew origin of Gk. KaSiuXoc; is sup-

ported by the fact that the name Ka(i£ipoi it-

self (whence L. Cabiri) also derives from He-

brew (see Cabiri).

camisado, camisade, n., a night attack. — F. ca-

misade, fr. OProven?. *camisada (fr. camiza,

'shirt'), prop, a night attack in which the at-

tackers wore shirts over their armour, for the

sake of recognizing one another; cp. It. cami-

ciata, 'camisado', fr. camicia, 'shirt'. See che-

mise and -ado and cp. next word.

camise, n., a light shirt. — Arab, qamts, fr.

Late L. camisia. See chemise,

camisole, n., a woman's loose jacket. — F., fr.

OProven?. camisola, 'mantle', dimin. of camisa,

fr. Late L. camisia. See chemise and cp. prec.

word.

camlet, n., cloth made of camel's hair and silk

or of wool and silk. — F. camelot, fr. Arab.

khdmlat, 'plush', the stulT having been fabricated

originally in the Fast. The French form of the

word is due to an erroneous association with the

word chameaii, 'camel'. The ending -at (in

Arab, khdmlat) was mistaken for the suff. -at

and substituted by the more frequent French

sufT. -ot (in English this latter sufT. became -et).

Derivatives: camlet, adj. and tr. v.

camomile, n., an aromatic plant. — F. camo-

mille, fr. Late L. camomilla, fr. earlier chamae-

228

melort, fr. Gk. xa|J,ai[j,r]Xov, lit. 'earth apple', fr.

Xtx,\uti, 'on the groimd', and [j,7)Xov, 'apple'. See

chamae- and Mains, 'genus of the apple trees'.

and cp. Chamomila.

Camorra, n., name of a secret society at Naples.

— It., fr. camorro, 'a person in failing health;

a troublesome person', prob. fr. Port, cha-

morro, 'with shaven head, bald', which is of

uncertain, possibly Basque, origin.

Derivatives: Camorr-ism, n., Camorr-ist, n.

camouflage, n., concealment of troops, ships, etc.,

from the enemy; disguise. — F., fr. camoufler,

'to disguise', fr. It. camuffare, 'to disguise', con-

trartion of capo muffdre, 'to muffle the head'.

See capital, adj., muffle and -age.

Derivatives: camouflage, tr. and intr. v., ca-

mouflag-er, n.

camp, n. — F., fr. It. campo, 'camp', fr. L. cam-

pus, 'flat space, plain field' (whence also F.

champ, 'field, battlefield'), fr. I.-E. base *qamp-,

'to bend', whence also Gk. xapiTTY), 'bend, turn,

winding of a river', xaiimTsiv, 'to bend, curve,

turn', xa|jn}jt?, 'a bending, turning', Lith. kampas,

'corner, region', Lett, kampis, 'a crooked piece

of wood', Lith. kumpas, 'crooked', kumpti, Lett.

kumpt, 'to become bent, to curve', Goth, hamfs,

'mutilated', OHG. hamf, 'crippled' (lit. 'curved'),

OE. hofer, 'hump, swelling'. Cp. campaign,

campane, campanile. Campanula, camper, cam-

pion, campo, campus, campylo-, champaign,

champignon, champion, decamp, encamp, gamb,

gamba, schanz, sconce, 'cover', the first element

in Camponotus, Camptosorus, champerty, and

the second element in elecampane, Kulturkampf.

Cp. base *(s)qamb-, *{s)qemb-, whence Gk.

cxa(x36(;, 'crooked, bent', Olr. camm, 'crooked,

curved', Mir. cimb, 'tribute', cimhid, 'prisoner',

Gaulish cambita, 'felloe' (whence F. jante, of

s.m.); see change,

camp, intr. v., to pitch a camp. — F. camper, fr.

camp, 'camp'. See camp, n.

Derivative: camp-er, n.

campagna, n., open country. — It., fr. Late L.

campdnia. See next word.

campaign, n. — F. campagne, 'open country;

campaign', fr. It. campagna, fr. Late L. cam-

pania, 'plain, open country' (whence also Sp.

campaha. Port, campanha), fr. campdnius, a var.

of campdneus, 'pertaining to the open country',

fr. L. campus, 'fiat space, plain, open field'. Cp.

L. Campdnia, name of a province of Italy about

Naples, lit. 'the plain or level country", and see

camp, n. Cp. also campagna, champaign. Cp.

also next word.

Derivative : campaign-er, n.

campane, n., a bell {her.) — F., fr. Late L. cam-

pdna, orig. 'a metal vessel made in Campania',

fr. L. Campdnia. See prec. word and cp. cam-

panero, campanile. Campanula,

campanero, n., the bellbird of South America. —
Sp., lit. 'bellman', fr. campana, 'bell', fr. Late

L. campana. See prec. word.
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campaniform, adj., bell-shaped. — Compounded

of Late L. campana 'bell', and L. forma, 'form,

shape'. See campane and form, n.

campanile, n., a bell tower. — It., fr. campana,

'bell', fr. Late L. campana (see campane) ;
intro-

duced into English by the diarist John Evelyn

(1620- 1 706).

campanist, n., an expert in bells. — A hybrid

coined fr. Late L. campdna (see campane) and

-1st, a suff. of Greek origin.

campanology, n., the study of bells. — A hybrid

coined fr. Late L. campdna and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-Xoyoc, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See cam-

pane and -logy.

Derivative : campanolog-ist, n.

Campanula,n., thebellflower(6o^)— ModL., di-

min. of Late L. campdna, 'bell' (see campane and

-ule); so called from the shape of the corolla.

Campanulaceae, n. pi., the bluebell family {hot.)

— Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

campanulaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

campanular, adj., bell-shaped. — Formed with

suflT. -ar fr. Late L. campdnula, dimin. of cam-

pdna, 'beir. See campane and -ule.

campanulate, campanulous, adj., campanular. —
See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate, resp. -ous.

Campephagidae, n., a family of birds, the cuckoo

shrike (ornithol.) — ModL., lit. 'caterpillar

eaters', formed with sutf. -idae fr. Gk. v.i.\i.vrr\,

'caterpillar', and the stem of rfa.yzi-<i, 'to eat'. For

the first element see hippocampus, for the second

see -phagous.

Campephilus, n., a genus of woodpeckers {orni-

thol.) — ModL., lit. 'lover of caterpillars', fr.

Gk. kocixttt;, 'caterpillar', and (f\.\oc, 'lover,

friend'. See hippocampus and philo-.

camphene, n., a hydrocarbon, CioH,6 {chem) —
Formed from the abbreviation of camphor and

suff. -ene.

camphine, n., purified oil of turpentine {chem.)—
Formed from the abbreviation of camphor and

chem. suff. -ine.

camphire,n,, i)camphor {obsol. or dial.); 2) henna

(see Authorized Version, Song of Songs i : 14).

— A var, of camphor.

camphor, n. — F. camphre, fr. ML. camphora, fr.

Arab, kdfur, fr. OI. kappOrah, assimilated fr.

earlier karpQrah.

Derivatives: camphor, tr. v., camphor-aceous,

adj., camphor-ate, tr. v., camphor-ated, cam-

phor-ic, camphor-y, adjs.

campion, n., any plant of the genus Lychnis. —
Perhaps fr. L. campus, 'field'. See camp, n.

campo, n., a field.— It., Sp. and Port., fr. L. cam-

pus. See camp, n.

Campodea, n. pi., a genus of insects {entomol.) —
ModL., compounded ofGk. xajxTrrj, 'caterpillar',

and -oiBr^c,, 'like'. See hippocampus and -ode.

Camponotus, n., a genus of ants {entomol.) —
ModL., compounded ofGk. y.a.[nrii, 'a bending',

and vwTo?, 'back'. See camp, n., and noto-.

campoo, n., camp {Angh-Ind.). — Hind, kampii,

fr. Port, campo, 'camp', fr. L. campus, 'field'.

See camp, n.

Camptosorus, n., a genus of ferns of the polypody

family, the walking leaf {hot). — ModL., lit.

'with flexible fruit dots', compounded of Gk.

xafiTTToi;, 'flexible', verbal adj. of xa[jt7T-si.v, 'to

bend', and atopog, 'heap of corn, heap'. See

camp, n., and sorus.

campus, n., college grounds. — L., 'field'. See

camp, n.

campylo-, before a vowel campyl-, combining

form meaning 'bent, curved'. — Gk. xaij.-uXo-,

xafXTtuX-, fr. xajxTiuXo?, 'bent, curved', fr. xaarcr;,

'a bending'. See camp, n.

camus, camuse, adj., short and flat (said of the

nose) {obsol.) — F. camus, fem. camuse, 'flat-

nosed, snub-nosed', formed from pejorative

pref. ca- and the base of museau, 'muzzle, snout'.

See muzzle,

camwood, n., wood of an African tree {Baphia

nitida). — The first element of this compound

is a W. African loan word. For the second ele-

ment see wood.

can, aux. v — ME. cunnen, fr. OE. cunnan, rel.

to ON. kunna, OS. kunnan, Du. kunnen, OHG.
kunnan, MHG. kunnen, kunnen, G. konnen,

Goth, kunnan, 'to be able', OE. cndwan, OHG.
bi-chndan, ir-chndan, 'to know', ON. knd, '1 can',

fr. I.-E. base *gene-, *geno-, 'to be able men-

tally, to know', whence also 0\.jdnati, 'knows',

jndtdh, 'known', Toch. A /r«a", 'to know', d-

knats, B a-kndtsa, 'ignorant'. Arm. caneay,

'I knew', ancan, 'unknown', Gk. ytyvwcxeiv, 'to

know', yvcioi;, 'knowledge, wisdom', yvco^T), 'a

means of knowing, judgement, opinion, maxim',

yvMjicov, 'one who knows, a judge; the gnomon

or index (of the sundial)', OL. gndscere, L. nds-

cere, 'to know', Alb. neh, 'you know" (sing.),

noh, 'I know', OSlav. znaj(>, znati, Lith. zinaii,

zindti, 'to know', OPruss. po-sinna, '1 confess',

Olr. ad-gninim, 'I know, recognize', gndth,

'known, accustomed', W. gnawd, 'custom". See

know and cp. canny, con, 'to peruse", could,

cunning, keen, ken, 'to know', ken, 'range of

sight', kith, kithe, uncouth. Cp. also acquaint,

agnoiology, cognition, diagnosis, gnome, 'maxim',

gnomic, gnomon, gnosis, gnostic, ignoble, ignore,

incognito, jnana, narrate, noble, normal, note,

notice, notion, notorious, quaint, recognize,

reconnoitre,

can, n., vessel. — ME. canne, fr. OE. canne, rel.

to OS., ON., Swed. kanna, MDu. kani:c. Du.

kan, OHG. channa, MHG., G. kaniie, 'can',

borrowed fr. L. canna, "reed, cane; small vessel,

tube', which is of Sem. origin. See cane and

cp. canal.

Derivatives: can, tr. v., to put into a can, cann-

ed, adj., cann-er, n., cann-ery. n., cann-ing, n.

Canaan, n., the Promised Land of the Israelites.

— L. Chanaan, fr. Gk. Xavaav, fr. Heb. K^-



canaba

nd'an, which is of unkaown origin.

Derivatives: Canaan-ite, adj. and n., Canaan-

it-ic, adj., Canaan-it-ish, adj.

canaba, also cannaba, n., a hovel, hut (Roman

anliq.)— L., fr. Gk. xav(v)af!o(;, 'wooden frame-

work', fr. xawa, 'reed', which is of Sem. origin.

See cane.

Canada, n., a Portuguese liquid measure. — Port.

Canada, n., a deep valley — Sp., fr. VL. caima,

'canal', fr. L. ccimia, 'reed, cane; tube'. See cane

and cp. can, 'vessel'.

canaille, n., rabble. — F., fr. It. canaglia, lit. 'a

pack of dogs', fr. cane, 'dog' ; cp. OF. chiennailte,

which is of the same origin and meaning as It.

canaglia. See canine,

canal, n. — F., fr. L. canalis, 'water pipe, chan-

nel, canal', prop, subst. use of an adj. formed fr.

canna, 'reed, cane ; small vessel, tube'. The short-

ening of the double « is due to the phonetic law,

according to which before a stressed syllable,

a double consonant becomes short. Cp. L.

nnillis, 'pertaining to a chariot', fr. cutms,

'chariot' (see cunile), and mamilUi, 'breast', di-

min. of mamma, 'breast' (whence this phonetic

law is called 'mamilla law'; sec mammilla). See

cane and adj. suff. -al and cp. channel, cannel,

kennel, 'gutter', which are doublets of canal.

Derivatives: canal, tr. v., canal(l)-er, n., canul-

i-f, ir. v., canal-iz-atinn, n.

canalicular, adj., pertaining to, or like, a canali-

culus or canaliculi. — Formed with adj. suff.

-ar fr. canaliculus (q.v.)

canaliculate, canaliculated, adj., channeled. —
L. caiuiliaihlliis, channeled", fr. canaliculus.

Sec next v\ord and adj. sulT. -ate, rcsp. also -ed.

canaliculus, n., a small canal (anal.) — L., dimin.

of canalis. See canal and -cule.

Canangium, n., a genus of trees of the custard-

apple family ihol.) — ModL., fr. Malay kcnan-

ga, prob. a nasalized form of OX.kdnakam. For

the ending sec sulT. -ium.

canape, n., food served as an appetizer. — F.,

orig. 'a canopy o\er a couch to keep off in-

sects'. See canopy,

canard, n.. a duck: a hoax. — F.. 'duck; drake',

fr. OF. tci'((((7,fr. OF. ra/k'r, 'to cackle", which is

of iniiiaiivo origin. The sufT.-i7/-r(F. -«r(/)isduc to

the influence of OF. maslart, 'duck; drake', fr.

masleif. male), 'male'. See -ard and cp. cancan,

canary, n., — F. canari, canarie, fr. Sp. canario,

'canary bird', lit. 'of the Canary Islands', fr. L.

insula Canaria, 'one of the Canary Islands', lit.

'Dog Islands", fr. canis. 'dog" (see canine). The

islands were so called from their large dogs,

canasta, n.. a card game originating from Ar-

gentina. - Sp. canasta, 'a basket', fr. canaslo,

a secondary form of canasiro, 'a large basket',

fr. L. canislium, 'wicker basket", fr. Gk. xiva-

oTpov; see canister. The game was so called

from the basketful of cards used in it.

canaster, n., a kind of coarse tobacco. — Sp. ca-

nastro, 'a large basket'. See prec. word.
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canaut, also conaut, n., side wall of a tent (Anglo-

Ind.) — Hind, qanat, fr. Pers. qandt, fr. Arab.

qand", 'cane'. See cane.

cancan, n., a kind of extravagant dance. — F.,

prob. fr. cancan, childish name of the duck

( =^ F. canard) ; so called from the waddling gait.

See canard.

cancel, tr. and intr. v. — F. canceller, 'to cancel',

fr. L. cancelldre, 'to enclose with a lattice',

hence 'to cross out; to cancel', fr. cancelll(x>\l),

'enclosure, crossbar, lattice', dimin. of cancer,

'lattice, dissimilated fr. career, 'an enclosed

place; prison'. See incarcerate and cp. career,

chancel.

Derivatives: cancel, n., cancel-ed, adj., cancell-

ale, adj. (q.v.)

cancellate, adj., marked with crosslines. — L.

cancelldtus, pp. of cancelldre. See prec. word

and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: cancellat-ed, adj., cancellat-ion, n.

cancellous, adj., having a spongelike structure

(said of the spongy part of bones). — Formed

with suff. -ous fr. L. cancelli (pi.), 'lattice'. See

cancel.

cancer, n., a malignant growth. — L., 'crab, ul-

cer, cancer', dissimilated fr. *carcro- and cogn.

with Gk. xapxCvo?, 'crab', lit. 'the animal with

the hard shell', fr. I.-E. base *qarq-, *qraq-, 'to

be hard', whence also OI. karkatafi, karkah,

'crab', karkarah, 'hard'. Cp. OSlav. rakii, 'cray-

fish', OPruss. rakis, of s.m., which were prob.

dissimilated fr. *krak-; cp. also W. crach, 'crust',

craig, 'rock', Mir. crach, 'hard', fr. *qraq-. Cp.

also I.-E. base *qar-tu-, 'hard, strong', whence

Gk. xpa-ruc, 'strong', Goth, hardus, OE. heard,

'hard'. See hard and cp. canker, carcinoma,

chancre. Cp. also kunkur.

Derivatives :fa«c£-r-o«5, adj., cancer-oui-/y, adv.,

cancer-ous-ness, n.

cancriform, adj., crablike. — Compounded of

L. cancer, gen. cancri, 'crab', and forma, 'form,

shape". See cancer and form, n.

cancroid, adj., like a crab; like a cancer. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. cancer, gen. cancri, 'crab',

and Gk. -ostSr;;;, 'like', fr. sISoc, 'form, shape'.

See cancer and -oid.

candelabrum, also candelabra, n., a branched

candlestick. — L. candeldbrum, 'candlestick',

fr. candela. See candle and cp. chandelier.

candent, adj., glowing, white. — L. candens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of candere. See candescent.

candescence, n. — Formed fr. next word with suff.

-ce.

candescent, adj., glowing. — L. candescens, gen.

-enlis, pres. part, of candescere, 'to begin to

glow', inchoative of candere, 'to shine, glow',

whence also candidus, 'glowing, white'. See next

word and -escent, and cp. incandesce.

Derivative rcanifcicenz-Zy, adv.

candid, adj., impartial; frank, sincere. — F. can-

dide, 'open, frank, ingenuous, sincere, candid',

fr. L. candidus, 'glowing, white; pure, honest.

I
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upright', fr. candere, 'to shine, glow, be white',

which is cogn. with Gk. xavSapo;, 'glowing

coal', OI. candrdh, 'shining glowing', candana^,

'sandalwood' (lit. 'wood for burning incense').

Alb. Gheg hqne, Tosk hene, 'moon' (lit. 'the

white one'). All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*(s)qand-, *(s)qend-, 'to shine, glow'. Cp. W.

cann, 'white, bright', OBret. cant, 'white',

MBret. cann, 'full moon', which, according to

Pedersen, are not cognate with L. candidus, but

loan words fr. VL. *candus, contraction of can-

didus (see haplology). Cp. candle, candelabrum,

candidate, chandelier, chandler, Cicindelidae,

incandescent, incense, sandalwood, sandarac,

Sanders, santal.

Derivatives: candid-ly, adv., candid-ness, n.

candidate, n., one who seeks an office, etc. — L.

candiddtus, 'one aspiring to office', prop. pp. of

candiddre, 'to make bright or white', fr. can-

didus, 'glowing, white' ; so called because a can-

didate for office was clothed in a white toga.

See candid and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: candidat-ure, n.

candle, n. — ME. candel, fr. OE. candel, fr. L.

candela, 'candle made of wax or tallow', fr.

candere, 'to shine, glow, burn'. See candid and

cp. candelabrum, chandelier, chandler.

Candlemas, n. — ME. candelmasse, fr. OE. can-

delmxsse, compounded of candel, 'candle', and

mxsse, 'Mass'. See candle and Mass.

candlestick, n. — ME. candlestikke, fr. OE.

candelsticca, compounded of candel, 'candle',

and sticca, 'stick'. See candle and stick, n.

candor, candour, n., impartiality, frankness. —
L. candor, 'whiteness; sincerity, candor', from

the stem of candere, 'to be white'. See candid

and -or.

candy, n., crystallized sugar. — Shortened fr.

sugar candy, fr. F. (sucre) candi, fr. It. (zucchero)

candi(to), 'sugar candy', fr. Arab, qdndi, 'crys-

tallized, candied', adj. formed fr. qand, 'cane

sugar', which, like OI. khandakah, 'candy', is

prob. of Dravidian origin. Cp. Tamil kaiftu,

'candy', kaftu, 'to harden, condense'.

candy, tr. and intr. v., to crystallize into sugar. —
Formed fr. prec. word, on analogy of F. candir,

'to candy', back formation fr. candi, 'sugar

candy', which was mistaken for a past participle.

Derivative: can-di-ed, adj.

candytuft, n., name of a plant. — Compounded

of Candy, obsolete form of Candia, 'Crete',

and tuft. Hence candytuft lit. means 'tuft of

Crete'.

cane, n. — ME. cane, canne, fr. OF. cane, canne

(F. canne), fr. OProveng. cana, fr. L. canna,

'reed, cane, small vessel, tube', fr. Gk. xivva,

'reed', which is of Sem. origin. Cp. Akkad.

qanu, Heb. qdne'', Aram.-Syr. qanyd, Arab.

qand'^ (whence Pers. qandt), 'reed, cane', Ethiop.

qanot, 'a goad'. Cp. can, 'vessel', canaba, caiiada,

canal, canasta, canaster, canaut, canella, can-

ions, canister, Canna, cannel, cannelure, can-

nikin, canon, 'rule', canonical, canyon, and the

first element in canephonis, caramel.

Derivatives: cane, tr. v., can-er, n., can-ing, n.

canella, n., cinnamon. — ML., dimin. of L. can-

na, 'reed, cane'. See cane and -ella.

canephorus, n., a basket bearer (Greek anliq.) —
L., fr. Gk. >tav7)96poc, 'basket bearing", com-

pounded of xaveov, xxvouv, 'wicker basket'.

and -96P01;, 'bearing, carrying". The first ele-

ment is rel. to xawa, 'reed'; see cane. For the

second element see -phore.

canescent, adj., growing grayish or white. — L.

cdnescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of cdnescere,

'to grow gray or white', inchoative of cdnere,

'to be gray or white', fr. cdnus, 'gray, hoary,

white', which stands for *cas-nos, and is rel. to

cascus, 'old', lit. 'gray with age', and cogn. with

OHG. haso, OE. hara, 'hare', lit. 'the gray ani-

mal'. See hare and -escent.

cangue, n., a board worn round the neck by Chi-

nese criminals. — F., fr. Port, canga, 'yoke', fr.

Annam. gong, of s.m.

Derivative: cangue, tr. v.

Canicula, n., Sirius (astron.) — L. canicula, lit.

'the Dog Star', dimin. of canis, 'dog'. See canine

and -cule.

canicular, adj., i) pertaining to Sirius; 2) per-

taining to the dog days. — L. caniculdris, fr.

canicula. See prec. word and -ar.

Canidae, n. pi., the family of dogs, wolves, foxes

and jackals (zool.) — ModL., formed with suif.

-idae, fr. L. canis, 'dog'. See next woid.

canine, adj., pertaining to the dog. - L. caninus,

fr. canis, 'dog', which is cogn. with Gk. x'Jojv,

gen. x'jvot;, Goth, hunds, OE. hund, 'dog'. Sec

hound and cp. words there referred to. For the

ending see suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

Derivative: canine, n.

canions, n. pi., ornamental rolls attached to

breeches. — Sp. caiion, in the sense of 'tube".

See canyon.

Canis, n., the genus including the dog, the wolf,

the fox and the jackal (zool.) — L. canis, 'dog".

See canine.

Canis Major, Sirius (astron.) — L., 'the larger

dog'. See canine and major.

Canis Minor, Procyon (astron.) — L., lit. "the

lesser dog". See canine and minor,

canister, n., a small box. — L. canistrimi, 'wicker

basket", fr. Gk. xavotaTpov, fr. xivva, 'reed'.

See cane and cp. canasta, canaster.

Derivative: canister, tr. v.

canities, n., grayness or whiteness of the hair. —
L., 'grayish white color", fr. cdnus. See canescent.

canker, n., an ulcerous sore, — ONE. cancrc (cor-

responding to F. chancre), fr. L. cancer, 'crab,

ulcer, cancer'. See cancer and cp. chancre.

Derivatives: canker, tr. and intr. v., canker-ed,

adj., canker-ous, adj.

Canna, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — L. canna,

'reed, cane'. See cane.

cannabic, adj., pertaining to hemp. — Formed
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with suff. -ic fr. L. cannabis. See next word.

Cannabis, n., a genus of plants, the hemp (60/.)—
L. cannabis, 'hemp', fr. Gk. xavva[ii.!;. See canvas.

cannel, n., a gutter; kennel. — ME. canel, fr.

ONF. canet, fr. L. candlem, ace. of canalis,

'pipe'. See canal and cp. kennel, 'gutter'.

cannel coal, a bituminous coal. — Corruption of

candle coal.

cannelure, n., a groove. — F., fr. It. cannellatwa

(now scannellaturd), fr. cannellare, 'to groove',

fr. cannella, 'a small tube', dimin. of canna,

'cane, reed', fr. L. canna. See cane and -ure and

cp. canal.

cannibal, n., a person who eats human flesh. —
Sp. carihe, caribal, canibal, fr. Carib. galibi,

'Caribs, Caribbeans', lit. 'strong men'; so called

because the Caribs were eaters of human flesh.

Cp. Carib, Caliban. The word cannibal was in-

fluenced in form by Sp. can, 'dog', fr. L. canis.

Derivatives: cannibal, adj., cannibal-ly, adv.,

cannibal-ic, adj., cannibal-ism, n., cannibal-ist-

ic, adj., cannibal-ist-ic-al-ly, adv.

cannikin, n., a small can. — A hybrid coined fr.

can, 'vessel', and suff. -kin (fr. MDu. -kin,

-kijri).

cannon, n., gun. — F. canon, fr. It. cannone^ lit.

'a large tube', augment, of canna, 'tube', fr. L.

canna. See cane and cp. canyon.

Derivatives: cannon, intr. v., cannon-ed, adj.,

cannon-ry, n.

cannon, n., a stroke in billiards. — Corruption of

carom.

cannonade, n., discharge of artillery. — F. canon-

nade, fr. It. cannonata, fr. cannone. See cannon

and -ade (representing It. -ata).

Derivative: cannonade, tr. and intr. v.

cannula, n., a small tube (surg.) — L., 'a small

reed', dimin. of canna. See cane and -ule.

Derivatives: cannul-ar, n., cannul-atc, adj. and

tr, v., cannul-at-ed, adj.

canny, adj., 1) careful; 2) shrewd. — Lit, 'know-

ing', rel, to the auxiliary verb can (q,v,) Cp.

cunning.

canoe, n. — F. canoi!, fr, Sp, canoa, a word of

Caribbean origin.

Derivatives: canoe, intr, and tr. v,, canoe-ing,

n., canoeist (q.v.)

canoeist, n. — A hybrid coined fr. canoe and

-ist, a suff. of Greek origin,

canon, n,, rule. — ME. canun, canoun, fr. OE.

canon, fr, L, canon, 'a measuring line, rule,

model", in Eccles. L. 'canon', fr. Gk. y.onoi^,

'rod, bar, ruler, rule, model', fr. xavva, 'reed',

which is of Sem. origin. See cane and cp. words

there referred to.

canon, n., a dignitary of the church. — ME. ca-

nun, canoun, fr. ONF. canoine, corresponding

to OF, (= F.) chanoine, fr. Eccles. L. canonicus,

lit. 'one subject to the canon', fr. Gk. xavovtxoi;,

"belonging to a rule', fr. xavo'iv, 'rule'. See canon,

'rule', and cp. canonical.

canon, n. — See canyon.

canoness, n. — Formed fr. canon, 'dignitary',

with suff. -ess.

canonical, adj. — ML. canonicalis, fr. Late L.

canonicus, 'according to rule' (in Eccles. L. 'per-

taining to the canon'), fr. canon, 'rule'. See ca-

non, 'rule', and the suffixes -ic and -aL

canonicity, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L.

canonicus. See prec. word.

canonist, n., one skilled in canon law. — Formed
fr. canon, 'rule', with suff. -ist.

Derivatives: canonist-ic, canonist-ic-al, adjs.

canonize, tr. v., to put in the canon of saints. —
F. canoniser, fr. Eccles. L. canonizdre, fr. canon.

See canon, 'rule', and -ize.

Derivatives: canoniz-ation, n,, canoniz-er, n,

canonry, n., the office of a canon. — Formed fr.

canon, 'dignitary', with suff. -ry.

Canopic, adj., pertaining to Canopus, a town of

ancient Egypt.

canopy, n. — F. canape, fr. ML. canopeum, dis-

similated fr. L. conopeum, fr. Gk. xojvcoTietov, 'a

bed with mosquito curtains', fr. xcovcoi}', gen.

>c<ivco7roc, 'gnat, mosquito', a word of uncertain

origin. It. canapi is a French loan word. Cp.

canape and the first element in Conopophagidae.

Derivative : canopy, tr. v.

canorous, adj., melodious. — L. canorus, 'melo-

dious, harmonious", fr. canor, 'melody, song',

fr. canere, 'to sing'. See cant, 'slang of beggars'.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see suff.

-ous.

Derivatives: canorous-ly, adv., canorous-ness, n.

cant, n., slang of beggars. — The word orig. de-

noted the whining of beggars. It derives fr.

ONF. cant (corresponding to OF. and F. chant),

fr. L, cantus, 'singing, song', fr. cant-(um), pp.

stem of canere, 'to sing', whence also carmen

(dissimilated fr. *can-men), 'poem, verse'. L.

canere is cogn. with Toch. kan, 'melody, tune',

Gk. xavdaoeiv, 'to give a gurgling or ringing

sound', xavayj), 'a gurgling or ringing sound',

r/i-xavoi;, 'cock', lit. 'singer of the dawn' (the

first element of this word is shortened fr, rfiXoq

(Att, tCiOc), 'early' (see eo-), Russ. kdnja, 'kite',

Olr. canim, 'I sing', Mir. cetal, 'song', Goth.

hana, OHG., OS. hano, MLG., MDu,, MHG.,
Dan,, Swed, hane, Du, haan, G. Hahn, ON. hani,

OE, hana, 'cock', lit. 'the singing bird'. See hen

and cp. accent, buccinator, canorous, cantabile,

cantata, cantatrice, canticle, cantillate, canto,

cantor, cantus, canzone, canzonet, chanson,

chant, chantage, chanter, chanticleer, chanty,

charm, 'spell', concent, concert, descant, enchant,

disenchant, incantation, incentive, Oscines, pre-

centor, recant, succentor.

Derivatives: cant, intr. v., to whine, cant-ing,

adj., cant-ing-ly, adv., cant-ing-ness, n.

cant, n., a slope, — ONF, cant (corresponding to

OF. and F. chant), 'corner', fr. L. cantus, can-

thus, 'the iron ring round a carriage wheel, a

wheel, felloe' (whence Gk. xavT>6(;, 'tire of a

wheel'), which is of Gaulish origin (cp. Gaulish
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kantem,kantena,kanten,qaottdhy G.-D .T>otXvi\,

La langue gauloise, p. 241). Cp. also W. cant,

'bordering (framing, setting) of a circle, tire,

edge', Bret, cant, 'circle', Mir. cete (for *kantya),

'meeting, fair'. Cp. also Gk. xav&6i;, 'corner of

the eye', OSlav. *kqtu, Russ. kutU, 'corner'. All

these words prob. derive fr. I.-E. *qan-t(h)o-, an

enlargement of base *qam-, 'to bend'. See came-

ra and cp. canthus, cantle, canton, decant, and

the first element in chamfer, contline.

Derivative: cant, tr. v., to cause to slant; intr. v.,

to slant.

cantabile, adj., melodious. — It., lit. 'singable',

fr. cantare, 'to sing', fr. L. cantdre. See cantata

and -able.

Derivative: cantabile, n.

Cantabrigian, adj., pertaining to Cambridge, Eng-

land, or its university. — Formed with suff. -an.

fr. ML. Cantabrigia, 'Cambridge'.

cantaloup, n., a kind of melon. — F., fr. It. canta-

lupo, fr. Cantalupo, name of a castle in the

province of Ancona, in Italy, where these me-

lons were first grown.

cantankerous, adj., ill-natured. — Prob. formed

fr. ME. contekous, fr. contek, contak, 'strife',

but influenced in form by the ending of words

like cankerous, rancorous.

Derivatives: cantankerous-ly, adv., cantanker-

ous-ness, n.

cantar, n. — See kantar.

cantata, n., a musical composition for solo, cho-

rus, etc. — It., lit. 'that which is sung', fr. can-

tare, 'to sing', fr. L. cantdre, freq. of canere, 'to

sing'. See cant, 'slang of beggars', and cp. next

word.

cantatrice, n,, a female singer, — F., fr. It. canta-

trice, 'female singer', fr. cantare, 'to sing'. See

prec. word.

canteen, n., i) store in a military camp; 2) a

small tin vessel. — F. cantine, fr. It. cantina,

'wine cellar, cantine', which is of Gaulish origin.

canter, n. an easy gallop.— Shortened fr. Canter-

bury pace or Canterbury gallop; so called in al-

lusion to the gait of pilgrims riding to Canter-

bury. See next word.

Derivatives: canter, intr. and tr. v., canter-er, n.

canterbury, n., a stand with divisions for music.—
From Canterbury, name of a city in England,

which derives fr. OE. Cantwarabyrig, lit. 'the

fortified town of the Kentish people'. See Ken-

tish and borough and cp. canter.

canth-, form of cantho- before a vowel.

canthal, adj., pertaining to a canthus (anal.) —
Formed fr. canthus with adj. suff. -al.

Cantharellus, n., a genus of fungi (bot.)— ModL,,
lit. 'a little cup', dimin. of L. cantharus, fr. Gk.

xivi^apo?, 'a kind of beetle worshiped in Egypt;

a drinking cup', which is prob. a pre-Hellenic

word ; so called from the shape of these fungi.

Cp. chanterelle.

cantharides, n. pi., dried blister beetles (used in

medicine). — L., pi. of cantharis, a kind of

beetle', fr. Gk. xavS^apiq, gen. -tSoc, 'blister

beetle', a derivative ofxdvS^apo?. See prec. word.

cantho-, before a vowel canth-, combining form
denoting the canthus — See next word.

canthus, n., either of the corners of the eye (anal.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. xavfl^ot;, 'corner of the

eye'. See cant, 'slope'.

canticle, n., a short hymn. — L., canticulum, 'a

little song', dimin. of canticum, 'song', fr. can-

tus, 'song', fr. cant-(um), pp. stem of canere,

'to sing'. See cant, 'slang of beggars', and -de.

cantilever, n., a projecting bracket. — Prob. com-
pounded of cant, 'slope', and lever.

Derivative: cantilever, tr. v.

cantillate, tr. v., to chant. — L. cantilldtus, pp. of

cantilldre, 'to sing low', dimin. of cantdre, 'to

sing'. See cant, 'slang of beggars', and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative: cantillat-ion, n.

cantle, n., the hinder part of a saddle. — ONF.
cantel, corresponding to OF. chantel, 'corner,

piece' (whence F. chanteau, 'hunch of bread'),

dimin. of ONF. cant (corresponding to OF. and

F. chant), 'corner'. See cant, 'slope'.

cantlet, n., a small cantle. — Formed fr. prec.

word with dimin. suff. -et.

canto, n., chief division of a long poem. — It.,

'song', fr. L. cantus, 'song', fr. cant-(um), pp.

stem of canere, 'to sing'. See cant, 'slang of

beggars'.

canton, n., a district. — F., prop, 'corner of land',

fr. It. cantone, augment, of canto, 'corner',

which is rel. to OF. cant, of s.m., whence E.

cant, 'slope' (q.v.)

Derivatives: canton, tr. v. (cp. F. cantonner),

canton-al, adj., canton-ed, adj., cantonment (q.v.)

cantonment, n., a camp for troops. — F. canton-

nement, fr. cantonner, 'to divide into cantons',

fr. canton. See prec, word and -ment.

cantor, n. — L., 'singer, precentor', fr. cant-(um)

pp. stem of canere, 'to sing'. See cant, 'slang of

beggars', and agential suff. -or.

Derivatives: cantor-al, cantor-ial, adjs.

cantus, n., a song. — L., fr. cant-(um), pp. stem

of canere, 'to sing'. See cant, 'slang of beggars'.

Canuck, n., in Canada: a French Canadian; in

the U.S.A. : a Canadian (slang). — From Indian

corruption of F. Canadien or E. Canadian.

canvas, n. — OF. (= F.) canevas, prop, a blend

of Picard canevach and OF. chenevas, lit. 'made

of hemp, hempen', fr. OF. chaneve (F. chanvre),

'hemp', fr. L. cannabis, 'hemp', fr. Gk. xavva-

Pi;. See hemp and cp. canvass.

Derivative: canvas, tr. v.

canvass, tr. v., to discuss; intr. v., to solicit votes.

— Fr. canvas. To canvass orig. meant 'to sift

through canvas'. Cp. OF, canabasser, 'to exam-

ine carefully', lit. 'to sift through canvas', fr.

OProveni;. canabas, 'canvas', which is rel. to

OF. canevas.

Derivative: canvass-er, n.

canyon, canon, n., a narrow valley between cliffs.
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— Sp. canon, 'deep, hollow gorge', augment, of

caiio, 'tube', fr. L. canna, 'reed, cane, tube'. Sec

cane and cp. canal, cannon.

Derivative: canyon, canon, tr. and intr. v.

canzone, n., a song. — It., fr. L. cantionem, ace.

of cantio, 'song', fr. cant-(um), pp. stem of ca-

nere, 'to sing'. See cant, 'slang of beggars', and

cp. next word. Cp. also chanson.

caiuonet, n., a short song. — It. canzonetta, di-

min. oi canzone, 'song'. See prec. word and -et.

caoba, n., mahogany. — Sp., fr. a Caribbean na-

tive word.

caoutchouc, n. — F., a Tupi loan word (prob.

through the medium of Sp. caucho).

cap, n., a covering for the head. — ME. cappe, fr.

OE. cxppe, 'hood, cap', fr. Late L. cappa. See

cape, 'cloak', and cp, words there referred to.

Derivatives: cap, tr. v., capp-ed, adj., capp-er,

n., capp-ing, n., capp-y, adj.

capable, adj. — P., fr. L. capdbilis, 'able to grasp

or hold, capable', fr. capere, 'to catch, seize,

hold'. See captive and -able.

Derivatives: capabil-ity, n., capable-ness, n.,

capabt-y, adv.

capacious, adj., holding much. — Formed with

suflf. -ous fr. L. capax, gen capacis, 'capable to

grasp or hold', fr. capere. See prec. word and

cp. cabbage, 'to pilfer'.

Derivatives : capacious-ly, adv., capacious-ness,n.

capacitate, tr. v., to render capable. — See next

word and verbal sutf. -ate.

Derivative: capaci/at-ion, n.

capacity, n,, ability to hold; ability. — F. capa-

cite, fr. L. capdcitdtem, ace. of capdcitas, 'capa-

bility of holding much", fr. capdx, gen. capacis.

Sec capacious and -ity.

cap-a-pie, adv., from head to foot. — OF. (de)

cap a pie, 'from head to foot', fr. L. caput, 'head',

ad, 'to', and pedem, ace. of pes, 'foot' (see capi-

tal, adj., ad-, and pedal). The F. equiv, is

de pied en cap, lit. 'from foot to head'.

caparison, n., ornamented covering for horses;

outfit, equipment. — OF. caparasson (F. capa-

rafon), fr. Sp. caparazon, 'caparison', fr. OPro-

ven?. caparasso, 'a mantle with hood', fr. capa,

'hood', fr. Late L. cappa. See cape, 'cloak'.

caparison, tr. v., to cover with caparisons. — F.

caparafonner, fr. caparafon. See caparison, n.

cape, n., a sleeveless cloak. — F., fr. OProvenij.

capa, fr. Late L. cappa, 'hood, mantle', which

is of uncertain origin. Cp. It. cappa, Sp. capa,

'cloak', which also derive fr. Late L. cappa. Cp.

cap, caparison, capeline, capuche, Capuchin,

chape, chapeau, chapel, chapelet, chaperon,

chapiet, cope, 'a long cloak', escape, kepi,

schapska.

cape, n., a promontory. — F. cap, fr. It. capo,

fr. L. capur, 'head'. See capital, adj.

capelin, n., a fish (Mallolus villosus). — F. cape-

Ian, capelin, lit. 'a beggarly priest', fr. OProveng.

capelan, 'chaplain; fish'. See chaplain,

capeline, n., i) a small skullcap of iron worn by

soldiers in the Middle Ages ; 2) {med.) a bandage

for the head. — F., fr. It. cappellina, dimin. of

cappella, itself dimin, of cappa, fr. Late L. cappa,

'hood, mantle'. See cape, 'cloak', and cp. words

there referred to.

Capella, n., name of a star; Alpha in the Con-

stellation Auriga (astron.) — L., 'she-goat', di-

min. of capra, 'she-goat', fern, of caper, 'goat'.

See cabriolet and cp. Caprella.

caper, n., a prickly shrub (Capparis spinosa). —
ME. caperis, caperes, fr. L. capparis [whence

also It. cappero [whence OF. caspres, F. cdpre)

and G. Kaper], fr. Gk. xiTrTrapi? (whence Arab.

kabbdr, ModPers. kdbdr); of unknown etymo-

logy. The -s in ME. was mistaken for the pi.

and was consequently dropped.

caper, intr. v., to dance about, to prank. —
Shortened fr. capriole (q.v.)

Derivatives: caper, n., caper-er, n., caper-ing,

suff. adj., caper-ing-ly, adv.

caper, n., a privateer; its captain (hist.) — Du.

kaper, fr. kapen, 'to seize', which prob. derives

fr.. Fris. kapia, 'to buy', used euphemistically in

the sense 'to take away', fr. kdp, 'purchase', a

euphemistic term for 'piracy'. Fris. kdp is rel.

to MDu. coop, Du. koop, OHG. koiif, ON. kaup,

etc., 'purchase'. See cheap, n.

caph, kaph, n., name of the nth letter of the

Hebrew alphabet. — See kaph.

capercailzie, also capercaillie, n., the largest

grouse, Tetrao urogallus. — Gael, capulcoille,

lit. 'horse of the woods', fr. caput, 'horse' and

coille, 'wood'. Gael, capul is borrowed fr. L.

caballus, 'horse'. See cavalry,

caphar, n ,, a toll levied by the Turks upon travelers

for protecting them (obsol) — Fr. Arab, kha-

fdra'^, 'protection', fr. khdfara, 'he protected'.

capias, n., a writ of arrest (law). — L., 'thou

mayest take', 2nd person sing. pres. subjunctive

of capere, 'to catch, seize, hold'. See captive,

capillaire, n., the maidenhair fern. — F. capil-

laire, fr. L. herba capilldris, 'the maidenhair', fr.

capilldris, 'pertaining to the hair', fr. capillus.

See capillary,

capillarity, n., the property of exerting capillary

attraction. — F. capillarite, fr. L. capilldris. See

next word and -ity.

capillary, adj., hairlike; n., a very thin blood

vessel. — L. capilldris, 'pertaining to the hair',

fr. capillus, 'hair', which is prob. rel. to caput,

gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital, adj.

capistrate, adj., hooded. — L. capistrdtus, pp.

of capistrdre, 'to halter', fr. capistrum, 'halter',

fr. capere, 'to catch, seize, hold'. See captive and

adj. suff. -ate and cp. capstan,

capital, adj. — F., fr. L. capitdlis, 'pertaining to

the head, capital, chief, first', formed with suff.

-dlis, fr. caput, gen. capitis, 'head', fr. I.-E.

*qap-ut, whence also OL kaput-, 'head', in ka-

pucchalam, 'hair of the hind part of the head',

Goth, haubip, OE. heafod, 'head'. Cp. I.-E.

*qap-elo- in OI. kapAlam, 'skull, potsherd, dish.

lid', kapdli-, 'mendicant's bowl'. See head andcp.

capital, 'principal', capital, 'head of a column',

and chief. Cp. also achieve, ancipital, biceps,

cabildo, cabotage, cadet, camail, camouflage, Ca-

pito, cap-a-pie, cape, 'promontory', capitan, ca-

pitation, capitcUum, Capito, Capitol, capitulate,

caporal, capot, caprice, captain, cater, 'to provide

food' ; cattle, caudillo, cavesson, chabot, chapiter,

chapter, chef, chevet, chieftain, corporal {mil.), da

capo, decapitate, kerchief, mischief, muscovado,

occiput, precipice, precipitant, precipitate, quadri-

ceps, sinciput, triceps. Cp. also capillary.

Derivatives: capital, n. (q.v.), capital-ly, adv.

capital, n., stock of money, principal. — Late L.

capitdle, 'property', prop. neut. of the Latin ad-

jective capitdlis, 'pertaining to the head, chief,

first'. Cp. It. capitale, F. capital, G. Kapital,

'capital, principal', and see capital, adj. For

sense development cp. cattle.

Derivatives: capital-ism, n., capital-ist, n., capi-

tal-ist-ic, ad).,capital-ize, tr.v., capital-iz-ation, n.

capital, n., head of a column. — L. capitellum,

'little head', dimin. of caput, gen. capitis, 'head'.

See capital, adj., and cp. caudillo.

capitan, n., captain. — It. capitano, fr. Late L.

capitdneus, 'head, chief, fr. L. caput, gen.

capitis, 'head'. See capital, adj., and cp. captain,

chieftain.

capitate, adj., head-shaped (hot.) — L. capitdtus,

fr. caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital, adj.,

and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: capitat-ed, adj.

capitation, n., tax payable by each person. — Late

L. capitdlid, gen. -onis, 'poll tax', fr. L. caput,

gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital, adj., and -ation.

capitellum, n., a httle head, a knob (anat. and

zool.) — L., dimin. of capul, gen, capitis, 'head'.

See capital, adj., and cp. chapter.

Capito, n., a genus of fishes, the South American

barbet (ichthyol.) — L. capita, 'a large-headed

fish', lit. 'large head', augment, of caput, gen.

capitis, 'head'. See capital, adj., and cp. chabot.

Capitol, n., the temple of Jupiter on one of the

seven hills of Rome (on the Mons Capitolinus).

— L. Capildlium, a derivative of caput, gen.

capitis, 'head'. See capital, adj.

capitoline, adj., pertaining to the Capitol in Rome
or to the hill on which it stood. — L. Capito-

linus, fr. Capildlium. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

capitular, adj., pertaining to a chapter. — ML.
capituldris, fr. L. capitulum, 'a small head, chap-

ter', dimin. of caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See

capital, adj., and -ar and cp. chapter.

capitulary, adj., pertaining to a chapter. — See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ary.

capitulary, n., a collection of decrees. — ML.
capituldrium, fr. capilaldris. See capitular and

subst. suff, -ary.

capitulate, intr. v., to surrender on terms. — ML.
capiluldtus, pp. of capituldre, 'to draw up the

heads of an agreement', fr. L. caput, gen. capitis.

'head'. See capital, adj., and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative : capitulat-ion, n.

capon, n., a castrated cock. — ME., fr. OH. capun,

fr. L. cdpdnem, ace. of cdpd, 'castrated cock"

(whence also Gk. xajTwv, of s.m.), which is cogn.

with Gk. xoTTTSiv, 'to strike, cut, cut off', xottoc,

'a striking; toil, suffering, pain',y.6(X[ji.a, 'a piece

cut off; a short clause', zotiCc, 'chopper, cleaver,

billhook', xoTteui;, 'chisel', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qSp-,

*{s)qip-, *{s)qdp-, 'to cut', whence also Lith.

kapdju, kapdli, Lett, kapaju, kapdt, 'to hew,

hack', OSIav. kopajg, kopati, 'to dig', OE. ha-

melian (whence obsol. E. hamble), ON. hamla,

OFris. hamelia, OHG. hamaldn, 'to mutilate',

OHG. hamal, 'mutilated' (whence MHG. hamel,

G. Hammel, 'wether'), MLG., MDu., Du. hamel,

'wether'. Cp. F. chapon, 'capon', fr. VL. *cappd-

nem, ace. of *cappd, corresponding to classical

L. capo. From the above base—with initial j

—

derive also Gk. anaTTTsiv, 'to dig out', axairavT],

'spade, hoe', 0x1x97), 'boat', lit. 'something dug

out',<Txe7rapvoi;, 'carpenter's ax', oxotteXoc;, 'high

rock, peak', OSIav. skopili, "to castrate', sko-

pici, 'eunuch', Czech skopec, 'wether' (whence

MHG. schopes, G. Schops, of s.m.), Lith. ska-

piu, skopti, 'to dig out, hollow out (a spoon)'.

Cp. hatchet. Cp. also apocope, comma, Coptis,ko-

peck, syncope. Cp. also scabble, scapho-, scapula,

scopelism, scyphus.

Derivatives : capon, tr. v., caponier (q.v.), capon-

ize, tr. v., capon-iz-er, n.

caponier, n., a construction placed across a ditch

{fort.) — F. caponniere, fr. Sp. caponera, prop,

'a coop or enclosure to fatten capons', applied

facetiously to a place affording shelter. See

prec. word and -ier.

caporal, a kind of tobacco. — F., lit. 'corporal'

(see corporal, n.); so called because it is superior

in quality to the common soldier's tobacco (as

the corporal is to the common soldier).

capot, n., the winning of all the tricks at the game

of piquet. — F. capot in faire capot, 'to win all

the tricks at the game of piquet', adopted from

the sea term faire capot, 'to capsize, upset';

capot prob. derives fr. Proven?, cap, 'head',

(fr. L. caput). For sense development cp. F.

chavirer, 'to capsize, upset', which derives fr.

Proveng. cap virar, 'to turn the head (of a

ship)'. See capital, adj.

Derivative: capot, v.

Capparidaceae, n. pi., the caper family (hot.) —
Formed fr. next word with suff. -aceae.

Capparis, n., a genus of plants of the caper family

(bot.) — L., fr. Gk. xirrapi?, 'caper'. See caper,

'a prickly plant".

Caprella, n., a genus of Crustacea (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'a little she-goat', dimin. of capra,

'she-goat'. See cabriolet and cp. Capella.

capreoi, capreole, n., a tendril (hot.) — L. capre-

olus, 'wild goat; tendril', fr. caper, 'goat'. See

cabriolet and cp. prec. and next word.

Derivative: capreol-ate, adj.
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Capreolus, n., a genus of mammals, the roe deer

(zool.) — L., 'the wild goat', augmentative for-

med fr. caper, 'goat'. See cabriolet and cp. prec.

word.

capri-, combining form meaning 'resembling the

goat'. — L. capri-, fr. caper, gen. capri, 'goat'.

See cabriolet.

capric, adj., pertaining to a goat. — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. L. capra, 'goat'. See cabriolet.

capric, adj., pertaining to a fatty acid, CioH^oOj

(chem.) — See prec. word; so called from its

smell. Cp. caproic.

capriccio, n., a kind of free composition (mus.) —
Tt., whence F. caprice. See next word.

caprice, n., a whim. — F., fr. It. capriccio, 'a

shiver, sudden start, a whim', which is prob.

compounded of capo (fr. L. caput), 'head' and

riccio (fr. L. ericius), 'hedgehog'. See capital,

adj., and urchin.

capricious, adj.— F. capricieux, fr. It. capriccioso,

fr. capriccio. See capriccio, caprice and -ous.

Derivatives: capricious-ly, adv., capricious-

ness, n.

Capricorn, n., a constellation represented by the

ancients in the form of a goat. — F. capricorne,

fr. L. Capricornus, lit. 'having horns similar to

those of a goat', compounded of caper, 'goat',

and cornii, 'horn', prop. loan translation of

Aiyoxepco?, the old Greek name of this constel-

lation. See cabriolet and horn and cp. corn,

'hardened skin'.

caprification, n., artificial pollination of figs by

means of the stings of insects. — L. caprificatio,

gen. -onis, 'ripening of figs (by the stinging ofgall-

insects)', fr. caprificatus, pp. of caprificare, 'to

ripen figs', fr. caprificus, "wild fig', lit. 'goat fig', fr.

caper, 'goat', and/wKi, 'fig'. See cabriolet, fig and

-ation.

caprifig, n., the wild fig. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

caprificus and E. fig. See prec. word.

Caprifoliaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the

honey-suckle family {bot.) — ModL., formed

with suff. -aceae fr. ML. caprifotium. See

Caprifolium.

caprifoliaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Caprifolium, n., a genus of plants {bot.) — ML.,

compounded of L. caper, 'goat', and folium,

'leaf, See cabriolet and folio.

Caprimulgidae, n. pi., a family of birds, the goat-

suckers (ornithol.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-idae, fr. L. caprimutgus. See next word.

Caprimulgus, n., a genus of birds {ornithol.) —
L. caprimulgus, 'a milker of goats', also the

name of a bird, compounded of caper, 'goat'

(see cabriolet), and mulgere, 'to milk', which is

cogn. with Gk. diicXyeiv, 'to squeeze out, to

milk', Goth, miluks, OE. meolc, 'milk'. See milk.

caprice, adj., pertaining to a goat. — L. caprinus,

fr. caper, 'goat'. See cabriolet and adj. suff. -ine

(representing L. -inus) and cp. capric.

capriole, n., a leap, caper. — P., cabriole, capri-

ole, fr. It. capriolare, 'to leap like a goat, to

caper', fr. capriuolo, 'roebuck'. See cabriolet.

Derivative: capriole, intr. v.

caproic, adj., pertaining to a fatty acid, CeHijOj
{chem.) — Formed with suif. -oic fr. L. caper,

'goat'; so called from its smell. See cabriolet,

and cp. capric.

capsa, n., a repository, a box (esp. for books). —
L. See capsule.

Capsella, n, a genus of plants of the mustard

family {hot.) — ModL., dimin. of L. capsa,

'box, receptacle'. See capsule and -ella.

Capsiciun, n., a genus of plants of the potato fa-

mily {bot.) — ModL., irregularly formed, fr. L.

capsa. See case, 'box', and cp. capsa, capsule.

capsize, tr. and intr. v., to overturn; to upset. —
Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: capsize, n., capsiz-al, n.

capstan, n., a device for hauling up anchors. —
F. cabestan, fr. OProvenf. cabestan, fr. cabe-

stran, pres. part, used as a noun, fr. L. capist-

rare, 'to tie with a halter', fr. capistrum, 'halter',

fr. capere,"io catch, seize, hold'. Cp. F. chevetre,

'halter', which also derives fr. L. capistrum. See

captive and words there referred to and cp. esp.

capistrate.

capsule, n. — L. capsula, 'a small box or chest',

dimin. of capsa, 'repository, box, chest, case'.

See case, 'box', and cp. Capsa, Capsella, Cap-

sicum. For the ending see sufF. -ule.

Derivatives: capsule, tr. v., capsut-ar, capsul-ate,

capsul-at-ed, adjs., capsul-at-ion, n., capsul-er, n.

captain, n. — ME. capitain, fr. OF. (= F.) capi-

taine, fr. Late L. capitdneus, 'head, chief, fr.

L. caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital, adj.,

and cp. capitan.

Derivatives: captain, tr. and intr. v., captain-cy,

n., captain-ry, n., captain-ship, n.

captation, n., the reaching after something. — F.,

fr. L. captationem, ace. of captatio, 'a reaching

after, a catching at', fr. captatus, pp. of captdre,

'to catch, seize; to strive after', freq. of capere

(pp. captus), 'to catch, seize, hold'. See captive

and -ation and cp. next word. Cp. also the sec-

ond element in mercaptan.

caption, n., i) the act of taking; 2) heading. —
L. captio, gen. -onis, 'a catching, seizing, hold-

ing', fr. captus, pp. of capere. See captive and

-ion and cp. prec. word. Cp. also usucaption.

captious, adj., faultfinding, carping. — F. cap-

tieux (fern, captieuse), fr. L. captiosus, 'falla-

cious', fr. captio, gen. -onis, 'a seizing, deception,

fallacious argument, sophism', fr. captus, pp. of

capere. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: captious-ly, adv., captious-ness, n.

captivate, tr. v., tocapture the attention of ; to fasci-

nate. — Orig. 'to capture', fr. L. captivdtus, pp.

of captivdre, 'to take captive, to capture', fr.

captivus. See next word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives; caplivat-ing, adj., captivat-ing-ly,

adv., captivat-ion, n., captivat-or, n.

captive, adj. and n. — F. captif {fern, captive).
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fr. L. captivus, 'caught, taken prisoner', fr. cap-

tus, pp. of capere, 'to catch, seize, take hold of,

take, receive, hold, contain', whence L. capsa,

'repository, box, chest, case', cupulas, 'sarco-

phagus, bier' ; fr. I.-E. base *qap-, 'to seize, hold,

contain', whence also Gk. xoctttciv, 'to swallow

greedily, gulp down', xoctty], 'manger', xcotty),

'handle, handle of an oar, haft'. Alb. kap, 'I

take, seize', kam, 'I have', Lett. kdmp{j)u, kdmpt,

'to seize', Goth, hafjan, OE. hebban, 'to raise,

lift', Goth, haban, OE. habban, 'to have',

and prob. also OI. kapati, 'two handfuls'.

See heave and have and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also accept, anticipate, apperccive, apper-

ception, aucupate, cabas, cabbage, 'to pilfer',

cable, cachalot, caisson, caitiff (which is a dou-

blet of captive), caja, cajeta, cajole, capable, ca-

pacious, capacity, capias, capistrate, capsa, Cap-

sella, Capsicum, capstan, capsule, captation,

caption, captious, captor, captive, Carpocapsa,

case, 'box, chest', casement, cash, catch, chara-

banc, chase, conceive, concept, conception, cop,

'to catch', Copepoda, deceipt, deceive, deception,

disciple, discipline, emancipate, except, excipient,

forceps, imperceptible, incept, inception, inter-

cept, intussusception, mancipate, mercaptant,

municipal, nuncupative, occupy, participate, per-

ceive, percept, perception, precept, preceptor,

prince, principal, principle, purchase, recado, re-

ceipt, receive, recept, receptacle, reception, re-

ceptive, recet, recipe, recover, recuperate, sus-

ceptible, usucapion.

captivity, n. — F. captivite, fr. L. captivitdtem,

ace. of captivitds, fr. captivus. See prec. word

and -ity.

captor, n. — L., 'a catcher', fr. captus, pp. of

capere, 'to catch, seize, hold'. See captive and

agential suff. -or.

capture, n. — L. caplHra, 'a seizing, taking', fr.

captus, pp. of capere. See captive and -ure.

Derivatives: capture, tr. v., captur-er, n.

capuche, n., a hood; a cowl. — F. capuche, ca-

puce, fr. It. cappuccio, 'cowl', dimin. formed fr.

cappa. See cape, 'cloak'.

Derivative: capuch-ed, adj.

Capuchin, n., a monk of a Franciscan order found-

ed in 1526. — F. capucin, earlier also capuchin,

fr. It. cappuccino,, dimin. of cappuccio, 'cowl'

(see prec. word); so called from the pointed

cowl worn by the members of this monastic

order.

capybara, n., a South American rodent {Hydro-

choerus capybara). — A Tupi word. Cp. Cavia,

cavy.

car, n. — ME. carre, fr. ONF. carre, fr. VL.
carra, a word of Celtic origin; cp. Olr., MW.
carr, 'cart, waggon', Bret, karr, 'chariot', L.

carrus, of the same origin and meaning, gave

birth to ONF. car, F. char. L. currus, 'chariot',

is independent of the atx>ve Celtic words, but

cognate with them. See course and cp. career,

cargo, caricature, cariole, cark, caroche, car-

roccio, carry, carriage, charabanc, charge,chariot.

Derivative: car, tr. and intr. v.

carabao, n., water buffalo. — Sp., from Philip-

pine native name.

Carabidae, n. pl., a family of beetles {entomol.)—
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk. xapa[3oc;,

'homed beetle'. See scarab and cp. Caridea.

carabineer, n., a mounted soldier armed with a

carbine. — F. carabinier, fr. carabine, 'carbine'.

See carbine.

carabinieri, n. pl., the Italian police. — It., pl. of

carahiniere, fr. F. carabinier. See carabineer.

caracal, n., a kind of lynx. — F., fr. Turk, qarah

qUldk, 'black ear'.

caracara, n., a kind of large South American

bird. — A Tupi word of imitative origin.

carack, n. — See carrack.

caracole, n., half-turn in riding. — F., fr. Sp.

caracal, lit. 'snail', which is prob. a blend of

L. scarabaeus, 'a beetle', and conchylium (fr. Gk.

xoy/uXiov), 'a shell fish'. See scarab and cockle.

caracole, intr. v., to make a caracole. — F. cara-

coler, fr. caracole. See caracole, n.

carafe, n., a glass bottle. — F., fr. Sp. garrafa, fr.

Arab, gharrdf, 'drinking jug', fr. ghdrafa, 'he

drew water'.

carambole, n., a carom (billiards). — F., fr. Sp.

carambola. See carom.

caramel, n., burnt sugar. — F., fr. OSp. caramel

(now caramelo), a blend of ML. cannamella,

'sugar cane', (see cane and melliferous) and Sp.

caramillo, 'reed', fr. L. calamellus, dimin. of

calamus, 'reed' (see calamary).

Carangidae, n. pl., a family of fishes {ichthyol.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae, fr. ModL.
Caranx, name of the type genus, fr. Sp. caranga,

name of a kind of flatfish, a word of unknown

origin.

carangoid, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, the

Carangidae. — A hybrid coined fr. Sp. caranga

(see prec. word) and Gk. -oeiS-fj;, 'like', fr. stSoc,

'form, shape'. See -old.

Caranx, n., the type genus of the Carangidae

{ichthyol) — ModL. See Carangidae.

carapace, n., the covering of the back of certain

animals, esp. the upper shell of the turtle, crab

etc. -^ ¥., fr. Sp. carapacho, which is of un-

known origin. Cp. calipash, calipee.

carat, n., unit of weight for precious stones and

pearls. — F., fr. ML. carrdtus (whence also It.

carato), fr. Arab, qirdt, 'fruit of the carob tree

;

weight of 4 grains', fr. Gk. xepSTiov, 'a little

horn; fruit of the carob tree; carat', dimin. of

v.ion.c, gen. xscaToc, 'horn'. See horn and cp.

com, 'hardened skin'.

caratch, n., formerly, a tribute imposed by the

Arabs and Turks upon their non-Mohammedan
subjects. — Arab, khardj, kharj, 'tribute', bor-

rowed fr. Aram, kargd, 'tribute', through the

medium of Persian (Aramaic was the official

language of the Persian kingdom for many
centuries).



caravan

caravan, n. — F. caravane, fr. Pers. kdrwdn,

'company of travelers, caravan', which is rel.

to OI. karabhdh, 'camel, young camel, young

elephant'.

Derivatives: caravan, tr. and intr. v., caravan-

eer, n.

caravanserai, n.. Eastern inn, esp. for caravans.

— F. caravanserai, fr. Pers. kdrwdnsardi, fr.

kdrwdn (see caravan) and sardl, 'mansion, inn',

which is prob. rel. to Avestic §rdyemti, 'they

protect', Ol. trAyate, 'protects'.

caravel, carvel, n., any of various kinds of light

vessels. — F. caravelle, fr. Sp. carabela, dimin.

formed fr. cdrabo, 'a small vessel', fr. Arab.

qdrib, 'bark', which is traceable to Gk. xJpaPoi;,

'horned beetle; crayfish ; a light ship'. See scarab.

caraway, n., a plant with aromatic seeds. — ME
carawai, fr. OSp. (= Sp.) akaravea (whence

Sp. carvi), fr. Arab. al-karawiyd\ fr. a/-, 'the',

and karawiyS\ fr. L. carum, careum, fr. Gk.

xdtpov, xapEov, 'caraway', which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. skirret.

carb-, form of carbo- before a vowel.

carbamate, n., asalt of carbamic acid (chem.)—
Sec carbamic and -ate.

carbamic, adj., pertaining to the organic acid

CONH2OH (chem.) — Formed with suff. -ic

from the abbreviation of carbonic and amide.

See carbon and amide.

earbasus, n., lint. — L., fr. Gk, xdtpTraaoc, 'flax,

cotton", which is prob. borrowed fr. OI. kar-

pdsah, 'cotton brush, cotton', whence also

ModPers. kirpds, Arm. kerpas, Arab, kirbis,

Heb. karpas (Esther 1:6), 'cotton, fine linen'.

See Manfred Mayrhofer, A Concise Etymo-

logical Dictionary, I, p. 174 s.v. karpdsah. Ac-

cording to Porzig in Zeilschrift fiir Indologie

und Iranistik, 5, 272 ff., both OI. karpdsah and

Gk. xapTTaco; derive from a language of the

Mediterranean or Asia Minor.

carbide, n., a compound of carbon with an elec-

tropositive element (c/ifm.)-- See carbo- and -ide.

carbine, n., a short rifle. — F. carabine, 'carbine',

fr. carahin, 'carabineer', fr. MP, calahrim, fr.

ML. Culabriniis, 'of, or pertaining to, Calabria'.

Accordingly the original meaning of F. carabine

is '(rifle) made in Calabria". For the ending sec

adj. suflf. -ine (representing L. -inus).

carbinol, n., methanol or any alcohol derived

from it (chem.) — Coined by the German or-

ganic chemist Hermann Kolbe (1818-84) in 1868

fr. carbin (see carbon), a name used by him to

denote the methyl radical, and -ol, a su(T. de-

noting an alcohol.

carbo-, before a vowel carb-, combining form for

carbon (chem.) — See carbon.

carbohydrate, n , (chem.) — Compounded of

carbo- and hydrate.

carbolate, n., a salt of carbolic acid (chem.) —
See carbol- and chem. suff. -ate.

carhol-, combining form denoting the presence

of carbolic acid (chem.) — See next word.
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carbolic, adj., pertaining to carbon and oil. —
Compounded of L. carbo, 'coal', and oleum,

'oil'. See carbon, oil and -ic.

carbolize, tr. v., to sterilize with carbolic acid

(chem.) — Formed fr. carbol- and -ize.

carbon, n., a nonmetallic clement (chem.) — L.

carbo, gen. -onis, 'coal, charcoal', prob. standing

for *car-dhd and derived fr. I.-E. base *ker-,

'to singe, burn, glow'. See hearth and cp. cre-

mate. Cp. also carbonado, Carbonari, carbuncle.

Derivatives: carhon-ic, adj., carbon-ize, tr. v.

carbonaceous, adj., i) coaly; 2) pertaining to, or

containing, carbon. — Formed with suff. -ace-

ous fr. L. carbo, gen. -dnis, 'coal'. See prec. word.

carbonado, n., a broiled piece of meat.— Sp. car-

bonado, prop, subst. use of the fem. pp. of car-

bonar. See next word.

Derivative: carbonado, tr. v.

carbonado, n., an opaque kind of diamond. —
Sp., lit. 'carbonates', pp. of carbonar, 'to car-

bonate', fr. carbon, 'coal', fr. L. carhdnem, ace.

of carbo. See carbon and -ado.

carborundum, n., silicon carbide (SiC), an abra-

sive. — Coined fr. carbon and corundum.

carboxyl, n., a univalent radical, containing car-

bon, oxygen and hydrogen (COOH) (chem.) —
Compounded of carbon, oxygen and -yl.

Derivatives: carboxyl-ate, n. and tr. v., car-

boxyl-ation, n.

carboy, n., a large glass bottle. — Pers. qardba.

Cp. Arab, qirba'^, 'a large leathern bottle'.

carbuncle, n., i) formerly, a red gem; now a gar-

net with a convex rounded surface; 2) a painful

inflammation under the skin. — ME., fr. ONF.
carbuncle (corresponding to OF. charboncle,

charbucle), fr. L. carbunculus, 'a small coal; a

bright, reddish kind of precious stone; a kind

of tumor", dimin. of carbo, gen. -dnis, 'coal'.

See carbon and cp. escarbuncle.

Derivative: carbuncl-ed, adj.

carbuncular, adj. — Formed with suff. -ar fr. L.

carbunculus. See prec. word.

carburet, tr. v., to combine with carbon (chem.)

— Formed fr. carbon on analogy of sulfuret.

Derivatives: carburel-ant, n., carburet-ion, n.

carburetor, carburettor, n., an apparatus for car-

bureting gas or air. — Formed fr. prec. word

with agential suff. -or.

carcanet, n., an ornamental chain. — Dimin. of

F. carcan, 'iron collar; necklace, carcanet; pil-

lory", fr. ML. carcannum (whence also OProv-

enQ. carcan, 'necklace"), which is of uncertain

origin. For the ending see suff. -et.

carcass, n.. a dead body. — F. carcasse. fr. ear-

lier charcois, carcois, of uncertam origin. It. car-

ca.'i.sa, of s.m., is prob. a French loan word.

carcel, n., a French unit of illuminating power.—
Prop, 'the illuminating power of the light of a

Carcel lanTp", which is named after the French

clockmakcr Bertrand-GuMlaume Carcel (1750-

1812), its inventor.

career, n., prison. — L. Sec incarcerate.

d

239

Carcliarias, n., a genus of sharks (ichthyol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. xocpyapiac, 'a kind of shark',

lit. 'the fish with the sawlike teeth', fr. xapyapo.;,

'sawlike, jagged, pointed, sharp', which is cogn.

with 01. khdrah, 'rough, sharp, hard', and prob.

also with Toch. A tsar, 'rough, sharp'.

Carchariidae, n. pi., a family of sharks (ichthyol.)

— ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-idae.

carcinoma, n., a form of cancer (med.) — L. car-

cinoma, fr. Gk. xapxivcoLta, gen. xapxivcoptaTo;,

'ulcer, cancer', fr. xapxivoi;, 'crab, cancer'. See

cancer and -oma.

Derivative: carcinomat-ous, adj.

carcinomatoid, adj., having the shape of a car-

cinoma (med.) — Compounded of Gk. xap-

xivco^ia (see prec. word) and -osi8r;c, 'like', fr.

elSoc, 'form, shape". See -old.

carcoon, n., manager, clerk (Anglo-Ind.) — Ma-
rathi kdrkdn, fr. Pers. kdr-kun, 'manager', lit.

'doer of what is to be done'.fr. I.-E. base *q"'er-,

'to make, form, shape". See Sanskrit and cp.

words there referred to.

card, n., a machine for combing hair, wool, etc. —
F. corrfc, 'chard, teasel, card", fr. OProven?. car-

do, back formation fr. cardar, 'to card', fr. L.

carduus, 'thistle', which is related to carrd, car-

rere, 'to card (woo!)", from a basic form *carri-

dus, 'that which scrapes', fr. I.-E. base *qars-,

'to scrape, scratch, rub". See harsh and cp. car-

doncillo, cardoon, Carduus, Carex, carline thistle,

carminative, carrizo, chard.

card, tr. v., to comb with a card. — F. carder,

fr. carde. See prec. word.

Derivatives: card-ed, adj., card-er, n.

card, n., a piece of pasteboard for playing. — F.

carte, fr. Late L. carta, 'a leaf of paper; paper",

fr. L. charta, 'a leaf of the Egyptian papyrus;

papyrus; paper", fr. Gk. /iprr,;, of s.m., a

foreign word, possibly of Egypt, origin, Cp.

carte blanche, carte de visite, cartel, cartoon,

cartouche, cartridge, cartulary, chart, charter,

ecarte, skat.

Cardamine, n,, a genus of plants of the mustard

family (botl) — ModL., fr. L. cardamina, fr. Gk.

xapSaixivT,, 'a kind of cress", a word formed by

Dioscorides fr. xapSo<f.iov, 'cress", which is of un-

certain origin. Cp. next word.

cardamom, cardamum, n., an aromatic fruit. —
F. cardamome, fr. L. cardamdmum, fr. Gk. xap-

8i[jtajur,v, which is compounded of xipSa|j.ov,

"cress", and y.\i(xf^vi, "a spice plant". See Carda-

mine and Amomus. The contraction of the two

elements into xapSauoiiov from *xapSaiJ.d(;i.<.)-

'jLov is due to haplology.

Cardanic, adj.. Cardan joint. Cardan shaft, Car-

dan's solution.— Named after the Italian mathe-

matician and physician Geronimo Cardano

(1501-76).

cardiac, adj. (nrto;.), 1) pertaining to the heart;

2) pertaining to the upper part of the stomach.

— F. cardiaque, fr. L. cardiacus, fr. Gk. xap-

cardoon

Siocxoi;, 'pertaining to the heart", fr. xapSia,

'heart'. See cardio- and -ac.

Derivative: cardiac-al, adj.

cardialgia, n, (med.), 1) pain in the region of the

heart; 2) heartburn. — Medical L., compound-

ed of Gk. xapSta, 'heart', and SCkyoq, 'pain'.

See cardio- and -algia.

cardigan jacket, cardigan. — Named after James

Thomas Brudenell, the 7th Earl of Cardigan

(1797-1868).

cardinal, adj. — F., fr. L. cardindlis, 'principal,

chief, fr. cardd, gen. cardinis, 'hinge of a door,

pivot; that on which something turns', which is

of uncertain origin. Perh. it derives fr. I.-E. base

*(s)qerdd-, 'to turn, swing; leap, jump, bound',

whence OI. kurdali, 'leaps, hops', Gk. xpaSr),

'quivering spray at the end of a branch', xpaSaw,

xpaSaivM, 'I brandish, shake', perh. also x6p8a5,

'dance in a comedy". Base *(s)qerdd- is a -rf-en-

largement of base *(s)qer-, 'to leap, jump,

bound", whence Gk. axaipco, 'I leap, skip,

bound". See Scarus and cp. coruscate, horse,

rathe, rather.

Derivatives: cardinal, n. (q.v.), cardinal-ly, adv.

cardinal, n. — F., fr. Eccles. L. cardindlis (short

for cardindlis ecclesiae Romdnae, orig. applied

to various dignitaries of the church), fr. L. car-

dindlis, 'principal, chief". Sec cardinal, adj.

cardinalate, n., the rank of a cardinal. — F. car-

dinalat, fr. Eccles. L. cardinaldtus, fr. cardindlis.

See prec. word and subst. suff. -ate.

cardio-, before a vowel cardi-, combining form

meaning 'pertaining to the heart".— Gk. xapSio-,

xapSt-, fr. xapSia, 'heart". See heart and cp.

cardiac, carditis. Cp. also the second element in

dexiocardia, diplocardiac, endocardium, epi-

cardium, megalocardia, pericardium, myocardia.

cardiogram, n., the tracing made by the cardio-

graph. — Compounded of cardio- and Gk.

Ypaiijxoc, 'that which is written". See -gram.

cardiograph, n., an instrument for recording the

movement of the heart. — Compounded of

cardio- and Gk. --fpy-'foc, fr. vpitpstv, 'to write".

See -graph.

cardiology, n., the study of the heart. — Com-

pounded of cardio- and Gk. ->,oyiS, fr, -aoyoc,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one who

deals (with a certain topic)". See -logy.

Derivatives: cardiolog-ical, adj., cardiolog-ist, n.

Cardiospermum, n., a genus of plants of the soap-

berry family (bot.) — ModL.. compounded of

cardio- and Gk. a-spixot. 'seed, sperm". See sperm.

carditis, n., inflammation of the heart (med.) —
Medical L. , coined by the French physician Jean-

Nicolas Corvisart (1775-1821) fr. Gk. xapSii,

"heart" (see cardio-), and suff. -itis.

cardoncillo, n., a kind of cactus. — Sp., dimin.

of cardon, 'teasel', fr. Late L. carddnem, ace. of

cardd, "thistle". See next word.

cardoon, n., the globe artichoke. — F. cardon,

fr. Proveng. cardon, prop, 'thistle', fr. Late L.

carddnem, ace. oi cardd, 'thistle', which is rel. to



Carduus

L. carduus, 'thistle'. See card, 'machine for comb-

ing' and cp. words there referred to.

Carduus, n., a genus of prickly herbs (hot.) —
L. carduus, 'thistle'. See prec. word.

care, n.— ME. care, fr. OE. caru, cearu, 'anxiety,

sorrow, care', rel. to OS. kara, 'sorrow', OHG.
chara, 'lament', Goth, kara, 'sorrow', OS. (morf)

karag, 'anxious, sad, sorrowful', OE. cearig,

MDu. carich, 'sad, sorrowful', Du. karig,

'scanty, frugal', OHG. karag, 'anxious', MHG.
karc, karg, 'shrewd, clever', G. karg, 'stingy,

scanty'; fr. Teut. *karo, 'sorrow, care'. These

words are cogn. with Gk. Y^pu;, Dor. yo'P'^?'

'voice, sound'. Arm. cicafn, 'swallow', cicafnuk,

'nightingale', Ossetic zar, 'song', zarun, 'to sing',

L. garrlre, 'to chat, talk, chatter', W. garm,

Olr. gdir, gairm, W. gawr, 'noise, cry', Toch.

kdrye, 'care'. All these words derive from the

I.-E. imitative base *g3r-, 'to shout, cry'. The

sense development of Toch. kdrye, 'care', E. care

and the related Teut. words may be illustrated

by the following stages: cry—lamentation

—

grief. Cp. chary, cur, garrulous, Gerygone. Cp.

also German.

Derivatives : care-ful, adj., care-ful-ly, adv., care-

ful-ness, n., care-less, adj., care-less-ly, adv.,

care-less-ness, n.

care, intr. v. — OE. cearian, rel. to OS., Goth.

karon, 'to sorrow', OHG. charon, 'to lament',

and to OE. caru, 'anxiety, sorrow, care'. See

care, n.

careen, tr. and intr. v., to cause (a ship) to turn

aside. — F. cariner, carener, lit. 'to expose a

ship's keel', fr. carine, cardne, 'keel of a ship',

fr. dial. It. carena, fr. L. carina, of s.m., orig.

'shell of a nut', which is cogn. with Gk. xap'jov,

'nut, walnut', xap'ia, 'the walnut tree', and prob.

also with OI. kdrakah, 'coconut; water vessel

made from coconut'. Cp. Carya, karyo-, and

the first element in gillyflower. Cp. also carina.

For the sense development of L, carina cp. E.

hull, 'the body of a ship', prop, figurative use of

hull, 'husk'.

Derivatives: careen, n., careen-age, n., careen-

er, n.

career, n., a running, course; course through life.

— F. carriere, 'racecourse, career', fr. It. car-

riera, 'wagon", fr. Late L. carraria via, 'road for

vehicles', fr. carrus, 'a four-wheeled wagon'. See

car and cp. chariot, carry, carriage.

Derivatives: career, intr. v., career-er, n., career-

ist (q.v.)

careerist, n., a person interested chiefly in his

career. — .\ hybrid coined fr. career and -ist.

a suff. of Greek origin.

caress, n., an act of endearment. — F. caresse,

back formation fr. caresser. See caress, v.

caress, tr. v., i) to touch endearingly; 2) to flat-

ter. — F. caresser, fr. It. carezzare, lit. 'to cher-

ish', fr. caro, 'dear', fr. L. carus, of s.m. See

charity and cp. cherish.

Derivatives: caress-ing, adj., carress-ing-ly, adv.,
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carress-ive, adj., carress-ive-ly, adv.

caret, n., the mark x used in writing to show

where something is to be added. — L. caret, 'it

is without, is wanting', fr. carere, 'to be with-

out, be wanting, be free from, abstain from'.

See chaste.

Carex, n., a genus of plants including the sedge

family {hot.) — L. carex, 'rush, sedge', possibly

rel. to carrere, *carere, 'to card', so that carex

would have orig. denoted 'the scratching plant'.

See card, 'machine for combing', and cp. car-

rizo.

carfax, n., place where four roads meet. — ME.
carfourkes, fr. OF. carreforcs, pi. of carreforc

(F. carrefour), 'crossroads', fr. Late L. quadri-

furcum, of s.m., prop.^neut. of the Latin adj.

quadrifurcus, 'having four forks'. See quadri-

and fork.

cargo, n. — Sp., 'load, burden', fr. cargar, 'to

load', fr. VL. carricdre, fr. L. carrus, 'wagon'.

See charge and cp. car, cark.

Carib, n., Cariban, adj., Caribbean, adj. — Carib-

bean galibi, 'strong men'. See cannibal.

caribou, n., the N. American reindeer.—A Cana-

dian F. word of Algonquian origin; cp. Mic-

mac khalibu, lit. 'pawer, scratcher, shoveler'.

caricature, n. — F., fr. It. caricatura, 'a load,

overloading', fr. caricare, 'to load, charge', fr.

VL. carricdre, 'to load a car', fr. L. carrus, 'car'

(see car and charge, v.) Accordingly caricature

prop, means 'an excess in drawing or painting'.

For the ending see suff. -ure.

Derivatives: caricature, tr. v., caricaturist (q.v.)

caricaturist, n. — A hybrid coined fr. It. cari-

catura (see caricature) and -ist, a suff. of Greek

origin.

Caridea, n., a group of crustaceans (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idea fr. Gk. zapti;,

gen. KxpiSoc;, 'shrimp, prawn', which is prob.

rel. to xapajioq, 'horned beetle'. See scarab and

cp. Carabidae. Cp. also Epicarides, Syncarida.

caries, n., decay (med.) — L. caries, 'decay, rot-

tenness", fr. I.-E. base *ker-, 'to hurt, hit',

whence also Gk. y.r,p, 'death, destruction',

xxTjpaTo^, 'unhurt', y.Epott^stv (for *v.zfx7'\X,zvj),

'to lay waste', y.spa'jvo? [for *x:£pa-.-(£)v&;],

'thunderbolt, lightning', lit. 'smasher, crusher".

OI. srndti, 'breaks, crushes", stryate, sirydte,

'falls asunder', Olr. ar-a-chrinim, 'I fall to

pieces', irchre, 'fall, ruin", crin, 'withered, faded".

Cp. cerauno- and the second element in sincere,

carillon, n., musical bells. — F., 'peal of bells',

fr. OF. quarregnon, carignon, fr. VL. quadrini-

onem, ace. of *quadrinid, refashioned on anal-

ogy of words beginning with quadri- (see qua-

dri-), fr. L. quaternio, 'a group of four things'

(here used in the sense of 'a group of four

bells'). See quaternion,

carina, n.,'a keel-like part (anat., hot. and zool^

— L., 'shell of a nut ; keel of a ship'. See careen,

carinate, adj., shaped like the keel of a ship. —
L. carlndtus, pp. of carinare, 'to supply with a

m
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shell', fr. carina, 'shell of a nut, keel of a ship'.

See careen and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: carinate, n., carinat-ion, n.

cariole, carriole, n., a small light carriage. — F.

carriole, fr. OProveng. carriola, dimin. of carri,

fr. VL. *carrium, fr. L. carrus, 'wagon'. It. car-

riola is also borrowed fr. OProven?. carriola.

See car and -ole.

carious, adj., decayed. — L. caridsus, 'decayed,

rotten', fr. caries. See caries and -ous.

Derivative: carious-ness, n.

cark, intr. v., to be anxious. — ME. carken, fr.

ONE. carquier, corresponding to OF. chargier

(F. charger), 'to load', fr. VL. carricdre, 'to put

a load on". The orig. meaning of cark was 'to

load'. See charge.

Derivatives: cark-ing, adj., cark-ing-ly, adv.

cark, n., anxiety. — ME., fr. AF. carque, karke,

fr. ONE. carche, corresponding to OF. (== F.)

charge, fr. ONE. carquier, resp. OF. chargier.

See prcc. word.

carl, n., a fellow (Scot.) — ON. karl, 'a man', rel.

to OE. ceorl, 'a man of low degree'. See churl

and cp. Carl, Charles.

Carl, masc. PN. — G. Karl. See Charles and cp.

carl,

carline, n., an old woman (Scot.) — ON. ker-

ling, fern, of karl, 'man'. See carl and cp. Carl,

Charles. Cp. also carling.

carline thistle. — F. carline, fr. ML. carlina, for

cardina, fr, L. carduus, 'thistle'. See card, 'ma-

chine for combing', and cp. words there referred

to. ML. carlina was influenced in form by Char-

lemagne (Carolus Magnus), with whom this

plant was associated by legend.

carling, n., one of the timbers running length-

wise (naut.) — F. carlingue, fr. ON. kerling, lit.

'an old woman". See carline, 'an old woman'.

Carlovingian, adj.,Carolingian.— F.carlovingien,

a blend of carolingien and merovingien. See

Carolingian and Merovingian,

carmagnole, n., i) jacket (worn by the French

Revolutionaries in 1793); 2) a revolutionary

dance. — F., fr. Carmagnola, name of a dis-

trict in Piedmont, Italy. The word orig. denoted

a coat worn in Carmagnola and brought 10

France by workmen from Piedmont.

Carmelite, n. and adj. — L. Carmelites, fr. Gk.

K7.p:ir,/.tTr,c, 'an inhabitant of Carmel', fr. Kip-

uir,>.o:. 'Carmer, fr. Heb. Karmel. '(Mount) Car-

mel", lit. 'garden", derived fr. kerem, 'vmeyard'.

The mendicant order of the Carmelites owes

its name to the circumstance that about 12 10

Berthold, a crusader from Calabria, and ten

of his companions, became hermil;, on Mount

Carmel.

carminative, adj., expelling flatulence. — Formed

with sufT. -ive fr. L. carmindlus, pp. of carmi-

ndre, 'to card wool', hence 'to cleanse, purify".

L, carmindre derives fr. carmen, gen. carminis,

'a card for wool or flax', which is rel. to carrere,

"to card'. See card, 'machine for combing', and
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-ative. (Carmen in the above sense is not rel. to

carmen, gen. carminis, 'song'.)

Derivative: carminative, n., a carminative drug.

carmine, n., a purplish-red color; adj., of pur-

plish-red color.— F. carmin, fr. ML. carminium,

a blend of Arab, qirmiz, 'worm' and L. minium,

'cinnabar, red lead, vermilion', which is of

Iberian origin. See crimson, and miniature,

carnage, n., slaughter, massacre. — F., fr. It. car-

naggio, fr. VL. carndticum, fr. L. card, gen.

carnis, 'flesh, meat'. See carnal and -age and cp.

carrion, charnel.

carnal, adj., pertaining to flesh, fleshly, bodily',

of the body; sensual, sexual. — L. carndlis,

'pertaining to the flesh, fleshly, carnal', fr. L. card,

gen. carnis, 'flesh, meat', orig. 'a piece (of flesh)',

rel. to Umbr. karu, 'part, piece', Oscan carneis

(gen.) 'of a part', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qer-, 'to cut',

whence also L. cortex, 'bark', cerium, 'skin,

hide, leather', scortum, 'skin, hide', OI. kfiidti,

krnSti, 'hurts, kills', Gk. xsipsiv (for *xepi£iv),

'to cut, shear', axapT;?, 'small, tiny' (lit. 'too

short to be cut'), OE. sceran, scieran, 'to cut,

shear'. See shear and adj. suff. -al and cp.

carnage, carnification, carnivorous, carrion,

caruncle, acharne, acharnement, cenacle, chair,

'flesh color', charnel, incarnadine, incarnate. For

derivatives of *{s)qer(e)p-, a -p-enlargcment of

base *(s)qer-, see carpel, harvest, scurf, sharp.

Cp. also certain and words there referred to.

Derivatives: carnality (q.v.), carnal-izc, tr. v.,

carnel-ly, adv.

carnality, n., flcshliness. — Late L. carndlitds,

fr. L. carndlis. See prec. word and -ity.

carnation, n., i) formerly, flesh color; 2) any of

the cultivated varieties of the clove pink. — F.,

flesh tint, flesh color, carnation", fr. It. car-

nagione, 'flesh, flesh tint", fr. came, 'flesh, meat",

fr. L. carnem, ace. of card, of s.m. See carnal

and -ation.

carnelian, n,, a red variety of chalcedony. — A
blend of cornelian and L. card, gen. carnis,

'flesh' (see carnal); so called in reference to its

flesh-red color.

carnification, n., the act or process of turning

into flesh. — Compounded of L. card, gen. car-

nis, 'flesh, meat" (see carnal), and -fication.

carnify, tr. v., to turn into, or become, flesh. —
See prec. word and -fy.

carnival, n. — F. carnaval, fr. It. carnevale, fr.

ML. came, vale, "O flesh, farewell'.'. See carnal

and vale, interj.

Derivative: camiva\U)-er, n.

Carnivora, n. pi., an order of mammals (zool.) —
ModL., neut. pi. of L. camivoriis; see carni-

vorous. The term Carnivora was introduced into

zoology by the French natural ist, baron Georges-

Leopold-Chretien-Frederic-Dagobert Cuviei

([769-1832).

carnivore, n.. a flesh-eating mammal. — F., fr.

L. carnivorus. See next word.

carnivorous, adj., flesh-eating. — Formed fr. L.
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carnivorus, 'feeding on flesh', fr. card, gen.

carnis, 'flesh, meat', and the stem of vordx, gen.

-dcis, 'hungry, greedy' (see carnal and vora-

cious); first used by Thomas Browne.

Derivatives: carnivorous-ly, adv., carnivorous-

ness, n.

carob, n., a tree {Cemtonia siliqua); its seed pod.

— F. caroube, fr. ML. carrubia, canubium, fr.

Arab, khandba'', fr. Aram, hdrubhd, 'carob tree,

carob', which is rel. to Heb. hdrabh, of s.m. Cp.

algarroba.

caroche, n., a kind of carriage used in the i6th

and 17th centuries. — Eariier F. carroche, fr.

It. canoccia, caroccia, a collateral form of car-

rozza, carozza (whence P. carrosse), fr. carro,

'car, carriage'. See car and cp. carroccio.

Carol, masc. PN. — ML. Carolus. See Charles

and cp. Carl.

Carol, fem. PN.— Abbreviation of Caroline (q.v.)

carol, n., a joyful song. — ME. caroU carole, 'a

dance in a ring, a joyful song, fr. OF. carole,

'a dance in a ring', fr. L. choraula, a collateral

form of choraules, 'flute player, who accom-

panied with a flute the chorus dance', fr. Gk.

yopociikriq, which is compounded of jpfdz,

'dance in a ring, chorus', and auXetv, 'to play

on the flute', fr. aijXo?, 'flute'. For the first ele-

ment see chorus. The second element is rel. to

Gk. auAwv, 'a hollow between hills, a channel',

and cogn. with L. alvus, 'belly', alveus, 'a hol-

low, cavity" ; sec alveolus.

carol, intr. and tr. v., to sing joyfully. — F. caro-

ler, fr. carole. See prec. word.

Derivative: carol(l)-er, n.

Caroline, adj., belonging to the time of Charles I

or 11 of Fngland. — Formed fr. ML. Carolus,

'Charles', with suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

See Charles and cp. Carol.

Caroline, fem. PN. — F., fr. It. Carolina, orig. a

fem. adj. derived fr. ML. Carolus, 'Charles', and

lit. meaning 'of, or pertaining to, Charles'. See

Caroline, adj.

Carolingian, adj., pertaining to the dynasty of

Charlemagne. — Formed fr. ML. Carolus

(Magnus), 'Charlemagne' (i.e. 'Charles the

Great'). See Charles and -ian and cp. Carlo-

vingian.

Derivative: Carolingian, n.

carom, n., in billiards, a shot in which the cue

ball hits two other balls. — F. carambole, 'the

red ball (in billiards)', fr. Sp. carambola, 'fruit

of the carambola tree' (which is round and

orange-colored); 'the red ball' (in billiards), ult.

fr. Malay karambil. Cp. cannon, 'stroke in bil-

liards', and carambole.

carotid, adj., designating either of the two arteries

that conduct the blood from the aorta to the

head; n, a carotid artery (anal.) — Fr. Gk.

x.apcjTiSt;, 'the great arteries of the neck', prop,

'the great arteries of the head', fr. zxpx, 'head',

which is cogn. with L. cerebrum, 'brain'. See

cerebrum and cp. cranium. The usual derivation
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of xapcoTtSee;, fr. y.Apoq, 'heavy sleep, torpor',

which itself is rel. to xapa, 'head', arose from

the erroneous belief that drowsiness was caused

by the carotids.

carousal, n., a carouse. — Formed fr. next word
with adj. sufl". -al.

carouse, n., a drinking bout.— OF. carous, fr. G.

garaus, 'all out', in the phrase garaus trinken,

'to drink right out', fr. gar, 'altogether', and

aus, 'out'; see yare and out and cp. rouse,

'carousal'. Carouse was orig. an adverb and

used only in phrases like 'to drink carouse', but

it became later a noun.

Derivatives: carouse, intr. v., carous-er, n.,

carous-ing, adj., carous-ing-ly, adv.

carp, intr. v., to find fault. — ME. carpen, 'to

say, speak', fr. ON. karpa, 'to chatter, boast';

influenced in meaning by L. carpere, 'to pluck'

(see carpel). Derivatives: carp-er, n., carp-ing,

adj., carp-ing-ly, adv.

carp, n., the fish Cyprinus carpio. — OF. (= F.)

carpe, fr. OProven^. carpa, fr. Late L. carpa,

which is a Teut. loan word. Cp. MDu. carpe,

carper, Du. karper, OHG. karpfo, MHG. karpfe,

G. Karpfen, 'carp'. Cp. also It. carpa, carpione,

Sp., Port, carpa. Rum. crap, which derive fr.

Late L. carpa. Lith. kdrpis, Lett, karpe, kdrpa,

Russ. karp and korop are Teut. loan words.

carp-, form of carpo- before a vowel.

carpal, adj., pertaining to the carpus or wrist. —
Formed fr. carpus with suff. -al.

carpale, n., a bone of the carpus (anal.)— Medic-

al L., fr. carpus.

Carpathian Mountains. — Thracian Gk. Kap-

ni-rr^q opoQ, lit. 'the Rocky Mountain', rel. to

KapTtoi, name of a Thracian tribe, lit. meaning

'the inhabitants of rocky regions', and cogn.

with Alb. karpe, 'rock'. See next word.

carpel, n., a simple pistil (bot.) — ModL. car-

pellum, dimin. formed fr. Gk. xapTio;, 'fruit',

lit. 'that which is plucked', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qer-

(e)p-, 'to cut ; to pluck', whence also OI. krpdnah,

'sword', Hitt. karp-, karpiyd-, 'to gather, take'.

Alb. karpe, karme (for *karp-n), 'rock, crag',

skrep, krep, 'rock, slope', Thracian Gk. Kap-

Tzi-ZTiC, opo;, 'Carpathian Mountains' (see prec.

word), Gk. xpfijrto;, 'scythe', L. carpere, 'to

pluck, cull, gather', Mir. corrdn, 'sickle' cirrim,

'I beat off, mutilate', Lith. kerpii, kifpii, 'to cut

with scissors, shear', Lett, c^rpu, cirpt, of s.m.,

dial. Russ. cerp, 'sickle'. For Teut. cognates of

the same base see harrow, harvest, scurf, sharp.

Cp. carp, intr. v., carpet, Carpinus, acarpous,

acrocarpous, amphicarpic, cremocarp, Crepidula,

Crepis, discerp, endocarp, epicarp, excerpt, me-

ricarp, mesocarp, monocarpic, pericarp, scarce,

schizocarp, syncarp, xylocarp. I.-E. *(s)qer(e)p-

is an enlargement of base *(s)qer-, 'to cut',

whence Qk. xeipe-.v (for *z£piEiv), 'to cut, shear',

L. card, 'flesh, meat'. See carnal.

carpenter, n. — ME., fr. ONE. carpenlier (corre-

sponding to F. charpenlier), fr. Late L. carpen-
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tdrius, 'wagonmaker', fr. L. carpentum, 'wagon,

carriage', which is of Gaulish origin. Olr. car-

pat, 'wagon', was re-borrowed fr. L. carpentum,

MW. kerbyt, 'coach', is an Irish loan word.

Derivatives: carpenter, intr. and tr. v., carpent-

ry, n.

carpet, n.— ME., fr. OF. carpite, fr. ML. carpita,

'a kind of thick cloth', prob. fr. L. carpere, 'to

pluck' (see carpel); so called because the cloth

is made of shreds.

Derivatives: carpet, tr. v., carpel-ing, n.

Carphophis, n., a genus of snakes (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. xapipoi;, 'dry straw,

dry stick', and 6(ft.q, 'snake'. The first element

derives fr. I.-E. base *(s)qerebh-, 'to curve, con-

tract, shrink'. See corf and cp. ramp, v. Cp. also

Crambe, crambo. For the second element see

ophidian.

Carpinus, n., a genus of trees of the birch family

(bot.) — L., 'the hornbeam'; cogn. with Lith.

skirpstas, 'elm', OPruss. skerptus, of s.m., Lith.

skirpstus, 'copperbeech', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qer-

(e)p-, 'to cut', whence also L. carpere, 'to pluck,

cull, gather' (see carpel); so called from the

double-serrate leaves of the hornbeam.

carpo-, before a vowel carp-, combining form de-

noting the carpus (anat.)— Gk. xapiro-, xapTr-,

fr. xapTTO?, 'wrist'. See carpus.

carpo-, before a vowel carp-, combining form

meaning 'fruit'. — Gk. xap-o-, xapji-, fr. xap-

Tioq, 'fruit'. See carpel.

Carpocapsa, n., a genus of moths (entomol.) —
ModL., compounded of carpo-, 'fruit', and

v.i.'^i.c,, 'a gulping, devouring', from the stem of

xdrtTEtv, 'to swallow greedily, gulp', which is

cogn. with L. capere 'to catch, seize, hold'. See

captive.

Carpodacus, n., a genus of finches (ornithol.) ~-

ModL., compounded of carpo-, 'fruit', and Gk.

Sixoq, 'a biting animal', which is rel. to Sqcxveiv,

'to bite', and cogn. with OI. ddsati, 'bites', OE.

tang, tange, 'tongs' (lit. 'that which bites'). See

tongs.

carpology, n., the study of the structure of fruits.

— Compounded of carpo- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr.

-Xoyot;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

carpophore, n., prolongation of the axis of a

flower (bot.) — Lit. 'fruit bearer', fr. Gk.

y.xpnoQ, 'fruit', and -fopoc, 'bearer". See carpel

and -phore.

carpus, n., the wrist (anat.) — L., fr. Gk. xap-o;,

'wrist', which stands for *x,-ap7:o; and lit.

means 'that which turns', from I.-E. base

*/c"erp-, 'to turn, revolve", whence also OE.

hweorfan, 'to turn about, go, move', hwerf, 'dam,

bank*, prop, 'a place for turning about'. See

wharf and cp. the second element in metacarpus.

carrack, carack, n., a merchant ship. — ME., fr.

OF. car(r)aque, fr. Sp. carraca, fr Arab. qarOqir,

pi. oiqurqtr, 'merchant ship', fr. Gk. xepxovipo;,

'boat, pinnace', fr. xspxog, 'tail', and oupA, 'tail;

stern of a ship'. See cercus and uro-, 'tail-'.

carrageen, n., an edible seaweed. — Short for

carrageenmoss; named from Carragheen in Ire-

land, where this seaweed is found.

carriage, n. — ONF. cariage, 'that which is car-

ried', fr. carter, 'to cart, carry' (corresponding to

F. ckarriage, 'cartage, haulage', fr. charricr, 'to

cart, carry'), fr. L. carricdre, fr. L. carrus, 'wa-

gon, carriage'. See carry and -age.

Derivative: carriage-able, adj.

carrick bend (naut.) — Prob. rel. to carrack.

carriole, n. — See cariole.

carrion, n., the dead flesh of an animal. — ME.
caroin, carion, fr. ONF. caroigne (corresponding

to OF. charoigne, F. charogne), fr. VL. *caronia,

fr. L. card, gen. carnis, 'flesh, meat' (see car-

nal). It. carogna, OProven?. caronha, Sp. ca-

rroha, 'carrion', also derive fr. VL. *cardnia.

Derivative: carrion, adj.

carrizo, n., reed grass. — Sp., fr. L. cdrex, gen.

cdricis, 'reed grass', whence also It. carice. See

Carex.

carroccio, n., the car on which the standard of an

Italian city was borne into battle during the

Middle Ages. — It., dimin. formed fr. carro,

'car', fr. L. carrus. See car and cp. caroche.

carronade, n., a kind of short naval gun. —
Named from Carron in Scotland, where this

kind of gun was first made.

carrot, n. - F. caroltc, fr. L. cardta, fr. Gk.

xapoiTov, prob. a derivative of *xapoc, 'head',

and rel. to xapa, 'head'. See cranium and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: carrot-y, adj., currot-i-ness, n.

carrousel, also carousel, n., a merry-go-round. —
F. carrousel, fr. It. caroscUo, prob. fr. Arab.

kurraj, 'a play with wooden horses", fr. Pers.

kurrd(k), 'foal'.

carry, tr. and intr. v. — ME. carien, fr. ONF. ca-

rier (corresponding to F. charrier), 'to cart,

carry", fr. VL. carricdre, fr. L. carrus, 'wagon,

carriage'. See car and cp. carriage.

Derivatives: carry, n., carri-er, n.

carry-all, n., a kind of light carriage (U.S.A.) —
Corruption of F. carriole, 'a light car", based on

folk etymology. Sec carriole.

cart, n. — ME. carle, cart, prob. fr. ON. kartr,

which is rel. to OE. crsel, 'cart, chariot', MDu.
cratte, 'a woven mat, hamper", Du. krat, "basket",

and to OE. cradot, "cradle". See cradle.

Derivatives: cart, tr. and intr. v., carl-age, n.,

carl-er, n.

carte, quarte, n., a position in fencing. — F.

quarle, prop. fem. of quart, "a fourth", fr. L.

quarlus, 'fourth; a fourth". See quart.

carte blanche, blank paper. — F., lit. "white

paper". See card, 'a piece of pasteboard", and

blank.

carte de visite, a portrait mounted on a small

card. — F., lit. 'visiting card". See card, 'a piece

of pasteboard'.

cartel, n., 1) a written challenge; 2) a written



Cartesian

agreement between belligerants as to the treat-

ment and exchange of prisoners; 3) an associa-

tion of industriahsts. — F., fr. It. cartelto, 'pla-

card', whence, 'written challenge', dimin. formed

fr. carta, 'paper, writing', fr. Late L. carta.

See card, 'piece of pasteboard', and cp. chart,

charter. In the sense 'association of industri-

alists' cartel derives fr. G. Kartell, which itself

comes fr, F. cartel (see above).

Cartesian, adj., pertaining to Descartes; n., fol-

lower of Descartes. — Fr. Cartesius, Latinized

form of Descartes. Cp. next word and see -ian.

Cartesianism, n., the philosophy of Rene Descar-

tes (1596-1650). For the ending see suff. -ism.

Carthamus, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family {bot.)— ModL., fr. Arab, qirtim, qiirtum,

in vulgar pronunciation qdrfom, qdrtam, 'saf-

flower', fr. Aram, qurt^md, of s.m., literally 'that

which is lopped', fr. Heb. qirtem, 'he lopped',

enlarged form of qatdm, of s.m. ; so called be-

cause the flowers are plucked off as soon as they

begin to wither.

Carthusian, n., a monk or nun of the order found-

ed at Chartreuse. — ML. Cartusidnus, from the

place name Chartreuse in France, where the

first monastery of this order was built. Cp.

charterhouse.

Derivative: Carthusian, adj., pertaining to the

Carthusians.

cartilage, n. — F., fr. L. cartildgo, which is rel.

to L. crates, 'wickerwork'. Sec crate and -age.

cartilaginoid, adj., resembling cartilage. — A
hybrid coined fr. cartilage and Gk. -oEtSr,;,

'like', fr. elSoc, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

cartilaginous, adj. — F. cartilagiiieiix (fern, carti-

lagineuse), fr. L. cartiidgindsus, 'full of carti-

lage', fr. cartildgo, gen. -inis, 'cartilage". See

cartilage and -ous.

cartograph, n., a map. — A hybrid coined fr. F.

carte, 'playing card', and Gk. -vpayoc, fr. yp^-

9£'.v, 'to write'. Sec card, 'a piece of paste-

board', and -graph.

Derivatives: cartograph-er, n., cartograph-y, n.

cartomancy, n., divination from cards. F. car-

lomancie, a hybrid coined fr. F. carte, 'playing

card', and Gk. i;.:xvt=;l5, 'oracle, divination'.

See card, n., 'a piece of pasteboard', and -mancy.

carton, n., a cardboard box. — F. See next word.

cartoon, n., I) a drawing on strong paper; 2) a

comic strip. — F. carton, 'pasteboard', fr. It.

cartone, augment, of carta, 'paper'. See card,

n., 'a piece of pasteboard'.

Derivatives: cartoon, v., cartoonist iq.w)

cartoonist, n. - A hybrid coined fr, cartoon and

-ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

cartouche, n,, i) a scroll-like ornament; 2) an

oval figure containing the name or title of an

Egyptian deity or king. — F., fr. It. cartoccio,

111. 'a roll of paper', fr. carta, fr. Late L. carta.

See card, 'a piece of pasteboard', and cp.

next word.

cartridge, n. — Fr. earlier carlrage, corruption of
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F. cartouche, 'cartouche, cartridge'. See prec.

word.

cartulary, n., a chartulary. — See chartulary.

carucate, n., formerly, a measure of land in Eng-

land. — ML. carrucdgiurn, 'tax on plow or

plowland', rel. to carraciitium, 'a two-wheeled

coach', fr. L. carrdca, 'a four-wheeled coach',

in Gaulish-Latin, 'plow', fr. carrus, 'wagon'.

See car.

Carum, n., a genus of plants of the carrot family

(iof.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xapov, 'caraway'. See

caraway.

caruncle, n., a fleshy excrescence. — L. caruncula,

'a little piece of flesh', dimin. of card, 'flesh'.

See carnal,

caruncula, n., a caruncle (anal.) — L. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: caruncul-ar, caruncut-ate, caruncul-

at-ed, caruncul-ous, adjs.

carve, tr. and intr. v. — ME. keruen, fr. OE. ceor-

fan, 'to cut, carve', rel. to OFris. kerva, Du.

kerven, MHG., G. kerben, 'to cut, notch', fr.

I,-E. base "gerbh-, 'to scratch', whence also Gk.

Ypatpeiv, 'to scratch, engrave, write', OSlav.

zrebd, zrebiji, 'lot' (orig. 'a notched stick'),

OPruss. girbin, 'number' (lit, 'a notch'). Cp.

graph, -graph, graphic. Cp. also kerf. For the

change of ME. c to E. a cp arbor, 'a shady re-

treat', harbor.

Derivatives: carv-er, n., carv-ic, adj.

Carya, n., a genus of trees, the hickory (bot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. xap'ja, 'the walnut tree', rel. to

xap'jov, 'nut, walnut', and cogn, with L. carina,

'shell of a nut; keel of a ship'. See careen and

cp. Caryota.

caryatid, n., a draped female figure supporting a

column (archit.) — L. Caryatides, fr, Gk. Kap'j-

StiSe;, 'priestesses of Artemis (= the Roman
Diana) at Caryae\ sing. Kap'jy.Ti;; so called fr.

Kapjai, "Caryac', a town in Laconia (prob, in

allusion to the dance of the virgins at the festival

held in the temple of Artemis Caryatis at Caryae).

Caryocar, n., a genus of trees of the family Cary-

ocaraceae (hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

y.apvov, 'nut, walnut', and y.if, 'head'; so

called in allusion to the large fruit. See careen

and cranium and cp. Carya.

Caryophyllaceae, n,, the pink family ibot.) —
.ModL., fr, Caryophyllus, name of the genus, fr,

Gk. y.'j.^-j'jr^-SiJ.'i-i, 'clove tree", fr. xapjov, 'nut.

walnut', and 9'j/,/,ov, "leave". See careen and

phyllo- and cp. prec. word. For the ending see

sufT. -aceae.

caryophyllaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

caryopilite, n., a hydrous manganese silicate (m/n-

eral.) — Compounded of caryo-, Gk. r:T>,rj;,

'felt', and "/ii>oc, 'stone' (see pile 'hair', and

-lite); so called in allusion to the felty appear-

ance.

Caryota, n., a genus of palms of the family Are-

aceae (60/.)— ModL.,fr. Gk. KapycoTO? 90ivi5>
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'date palm', lit. 'a palm with walnutlike fruit',

fr. xdpuov, 'nut, walnut'. See careen and cp.

Carya.

cascabel, n. — The same as cascavel.

cascade, n., a waterfall. — F., fr. It. cascata, fr.

cascare, 'to fall', fr. VL. *cdsicdre, freq. formed fr.

L. casus, pp. of cadere, 'to fall' (see cadence);

introduced into English by the diarist John

Evelyn (1620-1706).

Derivative: cascade, intr. v.

cascara sagrada, n., a laxative drug. — Sp., lit.

'sacred bark'. Sp. cascara, 'bark', comes from

cascar, 'to break', from VL. quassicdre, freq.

of L. quassdre, 'to shake violently', itself freq.

of quatere (pp. of quassus), 'to shake' ; see quash,

'to make void', and cp. easco, cask. Sp. sagrada

is fem. of sagrado, fr. L. sacrdtus, 'sacred', pp.

of sacrdre, 'to consecrate' ; see sacred,

casco, n., the hull of a ship. — Sp., 'potsherd,

shell, skull, helmet, cask; hull of a ship', fr.

cascar, 'to crack, burst', fr. VL. quassicdre. See

prec. word.

cascavel, n., the rattlesnake called scientifically

Crotalus terrificus. — Po!:X.,'mXtie, rattlesnake",

fr. Sp. cascabel, of s.m., lit. 'sleigh bell, jingle',

fr. OProven?. cascavel, fr. ML. cascabellus,

dimin. of cascabus, which is prob. an alteration

of Late L. cac(c)abus, fr. Gk. xxK(x)a3o!;, of

s.m., a word of prob. Sem. origin, Cp. Akkad.

kukubu, 'vessel'.

case, n,, condition, instance; a modification in

the inflection of a noun, etc. (gram.) — ME., fr.

OF. (-= F.) cas, fr. L. casus, 'fall, occurrence',

fr. cds-(um), pp. stem of cadere, 'to fall, fall out,

happen". Sec cadence. In its grammatical sense

L. cdsiis, 'case', is a loan translation of Gk.

TTTwai,?, "a falling, fall', which is rel. to -itttsiv,

'to fall'.

case, n., box, chest, — ME. casse, fr, ONF. casse

(F, chdsse), 'a box', fr. L. capsa, 'chest, box,

repository', fr. L. capere, 'to catch, seize, hold'.

See captive and cp. capsa, Capsella, Capsicum,

capsule, caisson, cash, 'ready money', casket,

cassone, chassis, encase. See also chase, 'iron

frame', which is a doublet of case.

Derivatives: case, tr, v,, cus-er, n,, cas-ing, n.

casein, n,, a phosphoprotcin that forms the basis

of cheese (chem.) — Formed with chem. suff. -in

fr L. cdseus, 'cheese'. See cheese.

casemate, n., a bomb-proof room (fort.) — F.,

fr. It. casamatta, apparently fr. Gk. yia-^x-.y.,

pi. of xaa!xa, 'chasm, gap'. See chasm and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivative: casemat-ed, adj.

casement, n., a hinged window. — Shortened fr.

MF. encassement, a var. of MF. encha.ssemenl

(F. enchdssement), 'frame', fr. enchasser (F. en-

chdsser), 'to enchase'. See enchase and -ment.

caseose, n., a soluble product formed during the

digestion of casein (biochem.) — Formed fr.

casein and subst. sufT. -ose.

caseous, adj., like cheese. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. cdseus, 'cheese'. See cheese and cp.

casein,

casern, caserne, n., barracks. — F., fr. OProven?.

cazerna, lit. 'a place for four watchmen', fr. VL.

*quaderna, fr. L. quaternl, 'four each'. See

quarter and cp. quaternion and words there re-

ferred to. It, caserma, 'caserne', has been in-

fluenced in form by L. arma, 'weapons'.

cash, n., ready money. — F. casse, fr. It. cas.^a,

'chest, box, money box', fr. L. capsa, 'chest, box,

repository'. See case, 'chest'.

Derivative: cash, tr. v.

cash, n., a small coin used in East India and

China. — Tamil kdsu, 'a small coin".

cashew, n., a tropical American tree yielding

kidney-shaped nuts. — F. acajou, fr. Port, acaji'i,

cajii, fr. Tupi acajii. Cp. acajou, cachou, catechu,

cashier, n., a person in charge of money. — Not

derived fr. cash but fr. Du. kassier, fr, F. cai.'i-

sier, fr, caisse, 'cashbox'. See cash, 'money'.

cashier, tr. v., to dismiss. — MDu. kasseeren, fr.

F. casser, 'to break, annul, set aside'. Sec quash,

'to make void'.

cashmere, n., a soft woolen fabric. — From the

Vale of Kashmir. Cp. cassimere, kerseymere.

Casimir, masc. PN. — Pol. Kazimir, lit. "pro-

claimer (or preacher) of peace', fr. kazac, 'to

proclaim, preach', and mir, "peace". See ukase

and mir.

casino, n., 1) a small country house; 2) an amuse-

ment hall. -- It., lit , 'a little house', dimin. formed

fr. casa, 'house", fr. L. casa, 'hut, cottage'.

See chasuble and cp. cassino.

cask, n. — Sp. casco, "potsherd, shell, skull, hel-

met, cask', fr, cascar, 'to break', fr. VL. quas-

sicdre, freq. of quassdre, 'to shake violently',

itself freq. of L. quatere (pp. quassus), 'to shake'.

See quash, 'to make void', and cp. casco, casque,

casket, n.-- Not a dimin, of caiA, but corruption

of F, cassette, dimin, of casse, 'chest, box'. See

case, 'box, chest".

Caslon, n., a style of type (print) — Short for

Caslon type; named after the printer William

Caslon (1692-1766), who designed it.

casque, n.. a helmet, — F,, 'helmet", fr, Sp, casco.

See cask.

Derivative: casqu-ed. adj,

Cassandra, n,, daughter of Priam, king of Troy.

Apollo gave her the gift of prophecy, but later

decreed that no one should believe her prophe-

cies (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. KacraavSpat, a

word of uncertain etymology.

cassation, n,, annulment. — F., fr. casser. fr. Late

L. cassdre, fr. L. quassdre, 'to shake violently".

See quash, to make void", and -alion and cp.

cask, and the second element in fricassee.

cassava, n., a West Indian tree, - F, cassave, fr.

Sp. casabe, cazabe, fr. Haiti casavi.

casserole, n., i) a baking dish: 2) a dishlike mold

of rice. — F., 'saucepan', fr, ONF, co'.se, fr,

OProven?. cassa, fr. VL. catlia, 'trowel, frying

pan', dissimilated fr. *ciattia, fr. Gk. xuiStov,
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dimin. of yMo/Ji-oc,, 'ladle', fr. kujTv, xueiv, 'to

swell", whence also xO[jioc, 'anything swelling or

swollen'. See cave, n., and cp. cyma. Cp. also

cassolette.

Derivative: casserole, tr. v.

Cassia, n., a genus of plants of the senna family

(hot.) — L. casta, cassia, 'a tree with aromatic

bark", fr. Gk. xamS, xaaata, 'cinnamon, cassia',

fr. Heb. q'tzVd^, 'cassia', which derives from

the base of qatzd\ 'he scraped off', and is rel.

to Arab. qudd\ 'fine dust', lit. 'dust scraped

off'.

Cassida, n., a genus of tortoise beetles (enlomol.)

— ModL., fr. L. cassis, gen. cassidis, 'helmet'.

See Cassis.

cassimere, n., a twilled woolen cloth. — Earlier

form of cashmere (q .v.)

cassino, n., a game at cards. — It. casino, 'a little

house", dimin. of casa. See casino.

Cassiopeia, n., the mother of Andromeda; after

her death she was changed into a constellation

(Greek niythol.) — L., fr. Gk. KaaaioTCV), Kaa-
(jitn^iy.; of uncertain etymology.

Cassis, n., a genus of motlusks (zool.) — ModL.,
fr. L. cassis, 'helmet', which prob. stands for

*kadlj-iis. fr. I.-E. base *kadh-, 'to guard,

watch", whence also OE. hod, 'hood', hielt, 'hat'.

See hood, hat and cp. Cassida.

cassiterite, n., native dioxide of tin, Sn02 (chem.)

— Eormed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. xaaatre-

po;, 'tin', which is of uncertain origin. It possibly

derives fr. Elamitic *kassi-li-ra, 'from the land

of the Kassi (i.e. Cosseans)', hence orig. mean-

ing "metal occurring in the land of the Kassi'.

cassock, n., a long ecclesiastical garment. — F.

casaqiie, fr. Pers. kazcigand, 'a kind of jacket'.

The ending -and of the Persian word was mis-

taken for a suff., and consequently dropped.

Cp. F. casaqiiin, 'jacket', in which the supposed

suff. -and \\o.% substituted by suff. -in.

Derivative: cassock, tr. v.

cassolette, n., a box for holding perfumes. —
F., fr. OProveni;. casoleta, dimin. of casola, it-

self a dimin. of cassa. See casserole and -ette.

cassone, n., a large chest, usually carved and

painted. It., augment, of cassa, 'chest', fr.

L. cupsa. See case, 'box'.

cassowary, n., a large ostrichlike bird of Australia

and New Guinea. — Fr. Malay kasuari, through

the medium of Dutch. See F. Bense, A Diction-

ary of the Low-Dutch Element in the English

Vocabulary, p. 39.

cast, tr. and intr. v. — ME. caslen, fr. ON. kasta,

'to throw", of uncertain origin. There is no con-

nection between this word and L. gerere, pp.

gesliis. 'to carry" (see gcrent).

Derivatives: cast, n., cast-er, n., cast-ing, n.,

castor (q.v.)

Castalia, n., the spring of the Muses on Mount
Parnassus (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Kaa-

Derivative: Caslali-an, adj.
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Castalia, n., the water nymph (hot.) — ModL.,

fr. prec. word.

Castanet, n., usually in the pi., a pair of hollowed

pieces of hard wood or ivory used as an ac-

companiment to music. — F. castagnette, fr.

Sp. castaneta, dimin. of castaiia, 'chestnut' (see

chestnut and -et, -ette) ; so called from its shape.

caste, n., a distinct social class. — Port, casta,

'race', prop. fern, of the adj. casta, 'pure, chaste',

used as a noun, fr. L. castas. See chaste.

castellan, n., governor or warden of a castle. —
ONF. castelain, corresponding to OF. chaste-

lain (F. chdtelain), fr. L. castelldnus, 'pertaining

to a castle', fr. castellum, 'castle'. See castle and

cp. chatelain, which is a doublet of castellan.

Cp. also Castilian.

castellated, adj., built like a castle. — ML., cas-

telldtus, 'built like, or resembling, a castle', fr.

L. castellum. See castle and the adj. suffixes

-ate and -ed.

castigate, tr. v., to punish severely, chastise. —
L. castigdtus, pp. of castigdre, 'to correct, chas-

tise', prop, 'to induce to moral purity', com-

pounded of castas, 'clean, chaste, morally pure',

and agere, 'to set in motion, drive, lead; to do,

act'. For the first element see chaste and cp.

chasten, chastise. For the second element see

agent and cp. the second element in fastigiate,

fatigue, fumigate, fustigate, levigate.

Derivatives: castigation (q.v.), casligat-ive, adj.,

castigator (q.v.)

castigation, n., severe punishment. — L. casti-

gdtio, gen. -onis, 'a correcting, chastising', fr.

castigdtus, pp. of castigdre. See prec. word and

-ation.

castigator, n., one who castigates.— L. castigator,

'one who corrects or chastises', fr. castigdttts,

pp. of castigdre. See castigate and agential

suff. -or.

castigatory, adj., punitive. — L. castigdtorius

,

'reproving, censuring', fr. castigdtus, pp. of cas-

tigdre. See castigate and adj. sufT. -ory.

castile, n., a fine kind of soap. — Short for Cas-

tile soap; so called from Castile, a province in

Spain, fr. Sp. Castillo. See Castilian.

Castilian, adj. — Sp. castellano, fr. Castillo,

'Castile', a name rel. to Castillo, earlier castiello,

'castle, fort', fr. L. castellum (see castle); so

called from the numerous forts erected on its

frontiers to serve as defense against the Moors.

Cp. castile. For the ending see suff. -an.

Castilleja, n., a genus of herbs of the figwort

family (hot.)— ModL., named in 1781 after the

Spanish botanist Domingo Castillejo.

castle, n. — ME. castel, fr. ONF. castel, corre-

sponding to OF. chastel (F. chateau), fr. L. cas-

tellum, 'citadel, fortress, stronghold', dimin. of

castrum, 'fortified place, fort, castle', castra

(pi.), 'camp'. See castrametation and cp. alcazar,

castellan, Castilian, chateau.

Derivatives: castle, tr. and intr. v., casll-ed,

adj.
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Castor, n., one of the Dioscuri (Greek mythol.)—
L., fr. Gk. KaaTcop, lit. 'the Bright one', from the

stem of x^xaa^ai, 'I distinguish myself, which

is cogn. with OI. perf. sd.saduh (part, sdsaddnah),

'to distinguish oneself, to shine'.

castor, n., i) beaver; 2) substance obtained from

the beaver, castoreum. — F., fr. L. castor, fr.

Gk. xacTTcop, of s.m., fr. Kaaxfop (see Castor); so

called because the secretion of the beaver was

used as a remedy for diseases of the womb and

KacjTtop was known as a preserver (ocoTrjp) of

women.
castor, n. (of pepper, etc.) — Fr. earlier caster,

lit. 'thrower', formed fr. cast with agential sufT.

-er, resp. -or.

castor, caster, n., a small wheel fixed below a

chair leg. — Formed fr. cast in the obsolete

sense 'to turn'. See prec. word.

castor, n., callosity on a horse's leg. — Prob. a

corruption of ME. castane, castanie, fr. ONF.
castaine which corresponds to OF. chastaigne

(F. chdtaigne), lit. 'chestnut'. See chestnut,

castoreum, n., castor (a secretion of the beaver).

— L. fr. Gk. xaCTToptov, fr. xaaxcop, gen. xaa-

Topo?, 'beaver'. See castor, 'beaver'.

Castoridae, n. pi., a family ofrodents, the beavers

(roo/.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

L. castor, 'beaver'. See castor, 'beaver'.

castorite, n., a variety of petalite (mineral^ —
Named after Castor, 'one of the Dioscuri' ; cp.

pollucite. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

castral, adj., pertaining to a camp. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. castra, 'camp'. See

next word.

castrametation, n., the laying out of a camp

(mil.) — F. castrametation, fr. ML. castrametd-

tidnem, ace. of castrametdtio, fr. L. castrametd-

tus, pp. of castrametdrl, 'to pitch a camp', which

is compounded of castra, 'camp', and metdri,

'to measure, mete'. Castra is the plural of cas-

trum, 'a fortified place, fort, castle', orig. 'that

which has been cut out', fr. *kastrom, 'a cut-

ting tool'. See next v<.'ord and cp. alcazar. L.

metdri is rel. to meliri, 'to measure' ; see mete.

castrate, tr. v., to remove the testicles of. — L.

castrdtus, pp. of castrdre, 'to cut, geld', fr. *kas-

trom, 'a cutting tool'; prob. cogn. with OI.

sdsati, sdsti, 'cuts', sastrdm, 'knife', Gk. xeisEtv,

'to split', and perh. also with OSlav. kosa,

'sickle'. L. castrum, 'a fortified place' (in the pi.

'camp'), carere, 'to be without, be wanting, be

free from, abstain from', castas, 'pure, chaste',

are prob. related to casirdre. See chaste and cp.

caret. Cp. also castle and the first element in

castrametation. For the ending see verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: castrat-er, n., castration (q.v.),

castrat-or, n.

castration, n. — F., fr. L. castrdtionem, ace. of

castrdtid, fr. castrdtus, pp. of castrdre, "to cut,

geld'. See prec. word and -ion.

casual, adj., accidental. — F. casuel, fr. L.cdsu-

dlis, 'accidental, fortuitous', fr. cd.ms, 'case'.

See case, 'condition', and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: casual-ly, adv., casual-ness, n.,

casital-ty, n.

casuist, n., a person who resolves questions of

right and wrong. — F. casuiste, fr. Sp. casuista,

orig. 'an expounder of cases of conscience', a

hybrid coined fr. L. casus (in its ML. sense 'case

of conscience') and -ista, a suff. of Greek ori-

gin. See case, 'condition', and -ist.

Derivatives: casuist-ic, casuist-ic-al, adjs., ca-

suist-ic-al-ly, adv.

casuistry, n., the resolving of questions of right

and wrong. — Coined by the English poet

Alexander Pope (1688- 1744) fr. casuist and

suff. -ry.

caswellite, n., an altered mica (mineral.) —
Named after the American mineralogist John H.

Caswell. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

cat, n.— ME., fr. OE. catt, catte, rel. to ON. kdttr

(masc), ketta (fem.), Du. kat, OHG. kazza,

MHG., G. katze. Cp. Olr., Gael, cat, W. kath,

OCo. kat, Bret, kaz, 'cat'. Both these Teut. and

Celtic words are of uncertain origin. They derive

perh. fr. Late L. cattus (masc), catta (fem.), when-

ce IX.gatto, Sp. gato, F. chat. Late L. cattus and

catta are possibly loan words from anAfrican lan-

guage; cp. Nubian Ararffi, 'cat'. The Balto-Slavic

names for the cat: OSlav. kotHka, hotel'a, Lith.

kate (whence Finnish katti) are perh. of the

same origin as L. cattus. Cp. Arab, qitt, 'tom-

cat', qitta'*, 'cat', which may be from the saine

source. Cp. also chatoyant and the first element

in caterpillar, caterwaul. Cp. also kitling, kit-

ten, kittle, 'to bring forth kittens', kitty, 'kitten',

and the second element in meerkat.

Derivatives: cat, tr. v., catt-ery, n., catt-ish, adj.,

catt-ish-ly, adv., catt-ish-ness, n., catling (q.v.),

catt-y, adj., catt-i-ly, adv., catt-i-ness, n.

cata- (before consonants), cat- (before vowels),

cath- (before aspirated vowels), pref. meaning

'down, downward; against; in accordance with,

entirely, completely'. — Gk. xa-ra-, xax-, resp.

xa*-, fr. xaTa, 'down from, down to; against;

over,along; according to', cogn. with WM.katta,

'down, downward, at, with, under', and prob.

also with Gaul, canta-, OW. cant, Olr. cet-,

'with'.

catabasis, n., the decline of a disease (med.) —
ModL., lit. 'a going down', fr. Gk. xaTa^aaic,

fr. xaTaflatvEiv, 'to go down', fr. xa-a (see cata-)

and Paivsiv, 'to go'. See basis and cp. anabasis,

catabolism, n., destructive metabolism (hiol. and

physiol.)— Lit. 'a throwing down', fr. Gk. y.r-x-

^oXr„ fr. xaTa^i'/AEiv, 'to throw down', fr.

xara (see cata-) and JBaXXeiv, 'to throw'. See

ballistic and -ism and cp. anabolism, metabolism,

catachresis, n., incorrect use of a word. — L., fr.

Gk. xa^axpriaii;, 'excessive use, misuse', which

is compounded of xaTti, 'against" (see cata-), and

XPTjoti;, 'use, employment', from the base of

Xpi^, 'it is necessary', ypaoixat, inf. xp^jo^ai 'to
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make use of, to use'. See chrematistic and cp.

the first element in ctirestomathy and the second
element in polychrestic.

catachrestic, adj., incorrectly used, misapplied.—
Gk. xaTa/pyjaTixo?, 'misused, misapplied', fr.

xy.-'xypf,c!&rt.i, 'to misuse', fr. xaxa, 'against' and
/pyja&ai, 'to use'. See prec. word. For the ending

see suff. -ic.

Derivatives; catachrestic-al, adj., catachrestic-

a!-ly, adv.

cataclasm, n., a breaking down.— Gk. xaTotxXaa-

ua, 'a breaking down', fr. xaxaxXav, 'to break

down', fr. Kaxa (see cata-) and xXav, 'to break',

whence xXaat;, 'a breaking'. See clastic and
cp. words there referred to. For derivatives of

I.-E. *qelad-, a -^-enlargement of base *qeld-,

see clado-, holt.

Derivative: cataclasm-ic , adj.

cataclysm, n., a great flood; in geol., a violent

upheaval. — F. cataclysme, fr. Gk. xaTaxXuo-

;ji6;, 'deluge, flood', fr. xaxaxXui^Eiv, 'to dash

against, break over, inundate', which is formed

fr. xatTx, 'against' (see cata-), and xX'J^eiv, 'to

wash, dash against, break over', whence also

x>,'ja|j.a, 'liquid used for washing out; surf,

x>.ijaT-/jp, 'clyster pipe, syringe', xX-iScov, 'wave,

surge". Gk. xX'it^Eiv is cogn. with L. cloaca (fr.

earlier clovaca), 'sewer, drain', OL. cluere, 'to

purge'. See cloaca and cp. clyster.

Derivatives: cataclysm-al, cataclysmal-ic, adjs.,

cataclysm-ist, n.

catacomb, n., an underground cemetery. — F.

catacomhe, fr. Late L. cataciimba, dissimilated

fr. *cala tumhas, 'beside the tombs' (prob. under

the influence of L. -cumhere, 'to lay oneself

down, to lie'). See cata- and tomb.

catacumbal, adj., resembling a catacomb. —
Formed fr. Late L. cataciimba (sec prec. word)

with adj. suff. -al.

catadioptric, adj., involving both reflection and
refraction [physics). — Formed fr. cata- and
dioptric. Cp. catoptric.

catadromous, adj., going down rivers toward the

sea to spawn. - Formed fr. cata- and Gk.

6f'>j.oc, 'course'. See dromedary and -ous and

cp. anadromous.

catafalque, n., a temporary structure used at fu-

nerals. — P., fr. It. catafaico, fr. VL. *catafali-

ciim (whence also OF. chafaud, F. echafaud,

"scaffold'), which is formed fr. cata- and L.fala,

"a wooden tower (from which missiles were

thrown into a besieged city); scaffolding", a

word of Ftruscan origin. Cp. scaffold.

Catalan, adj.. pertaining to Caiahnia in Spain or

its language.

Derivative: Catalan, n., the language of

Catalonia.

catalectic, adj., lacking pan of the last foot of

the verse (pros.) — Late L. cataleclicus, fr. Gk.

xaTa>,r,x-rtxoc, 'leaving off; having the last foot

of a verse incomplete', fr. xaTaX/jyEiv, 'to leave

off, stop', fr. xaxa (see cata-), and X/jYeiv 'to

leave off, cease from', lit., 'to grow tired or

weary', which is related to Xayapo?, 'slack, hol-

low, sunken', and cogn. with L. languere, 'to

faint, weary', laxus [for *{s)l'g-sos], 'wide, loose,

open', fr. I.-E. base *(s)leg-, *{s)l^g-, 'to be

slack". See slack, adj., and cp. lax and words
there referred to.

catalepsy, n., a condition in which consciousness

is temporarily lost and the muscles become rigid

(med. and psychol.) — Gk. xaxaXTj'^;!!;, 'seizure',

fr. xaTaXa[j.pav£LV, 'to seize upon", fr. xoc-ri (see

cata-) and Xoi|j.[5av£iv, 'to take, grasp, seize'. See

lemma and cp. words there referred to.

cataleptic, adj., pertaining to, or having, cata-

lepsy. — Gk. xaTaXrjTTTixoc; fr. xajotX-q-KTOC,,

'capable of being seized', verbal adj. of xa-ra-

Xajjtpdcvsiv. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivative: cataleptic, n., a person subject to

catalepsy.

catallactic, adj., pertaining to exchange. — Fr.

Gk. xaxaXXaacEiv, 'to change, exchange', fr.

xaxi (see cata-) and xXXaaaEiv, 'to change', fr.

(iXkoc, 'other', which is cogn. with L. alius,

'other'. See else and cp. alio-, alias. Cp. also al-

lactite and words there referred to.

Derivative: catallaclic-al-ly, adv.

catalogue, catalog, n. — F. catalogue, fr. Late

L. catalogiis, fr. Gk. xaxaXoyoc, 'a counting up,

enrollment", fr. xaxaXsyetv, "lo count up', lit.

'to count down", fr. xaxa (see cata-) and Xiye\.\i,

'to pick out, reckon, count, tell, speak'. See logos.

Derivatives: catalogue, catalog, Ir. v., catalogu-

er, catalog-cr, n.

Catalpa, n., a genus of plants of the trumpet-

creeper family (hot.) — ModL., a name of Caro-

lina Indian origin.

catalysis, n., chemical change caused by an agent

which itself remains unchanged (chem.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. xaxi/.'jaic, 'a dissolving', fr.

xaxaX'JEtv, '10 dissolve' fr. xaxi (see cata-) and

X'kiv, 'to loose, loosen'. See -lysis.

catalyst, n., a catalytic agent (chem.) — See

prec. word.

catalytic, adj., producing catalysis (chem.) — Gk.

xxxaX'jxix'Jc, 'able lo dissolve', fr. xxxaX'JEiv.

Sec catalysis and -ic.

catalyze, tr. v. — Back formation fr. catalysis.

Derivative: catalyz-cr, n.

catamaran, n., i) a raft of logs; 2) a boat formed

from two parallel hulls. — Tamil kallumaram,

compounded of Aar/«, 'binding', and maram,

'tree, wood".

catamenia, n,, menstruation (p/n'.s/o/.) — ModL.,

fr, Gk. xa xax-/;rrvi.a, which is compounded of

xaxi, "according to" (see cata-), and (jlTjV, gen.

uy;vo;, 'month'. See meno- and cp. emmenic.

catamite, n., a boy used in pederasty. — L.

Catamilus, a corrupt collateral form of Gany-

medes, fr. Gk. rav'jii.T,ST;q, 'Ganymede', name of

Jupiter's cupbearer; see Ganymede. The change

of Greek S to L. / is due to Etruscan influence.

Cp. sportula.
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Derivatives: catamit-ed, catamit-ing, adjs.

catamountain, cat-a-mountain, n., the European

wild cat. — Lit. 'cat of the mountain'.

catapasm, n., a medicinal powder to be sprinkled

upon the skin. — Gk. xaxdcTta(T|xx, 'powder', fr.

xaxaTriaosiv, 'to besprinkle with', fr. xaxa (see

cata-) and TriaaEtv, 'to sprinkle, besprinkle',

which is of uncertain origin.

cataphora, n., lethargy (med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. xxxa9rjpa, 'lethargic attack', lit. 'a bringing

down', fr. xaxa9EpEa!>aL, 'to be brought down',

passive of xaxaplpEiv, 'to bring down", fr. xaxi

(see cata-) and cpspsiv, 'to bring'. See bear, 'to

carry', and cp. -phore.

cataphract, n., a coat of mail. — L. cataphractes,

fr. Gk. xaxa9paxx/;;, 'coat of mail", fr. zaxi-

(ppaxxo?, 'covered up', verbal adj. of xxxa-

tppaaasiv, 'to fortify', fr. xaxi 'down, entirely'

(see cata-), and tppaacFEiv, 'to fence round, en-

close, defend', which stands for '*9pix-t£i\i and

is rel. to 9piy(ia, 'defence', and prob. cogn.

with L.farcire, 'to fill, stuff ',/re9«i?«j, 'crowded'.

See frequent.

cataphyll, n., a rudimentary leaf (bot.) — Lit.

'down leaf, compounded of cata- and Gk.

9-JXXov, 'leaf. See phyllo- and cp. the second

element in hypsophyll and in sporophyll.

Derivative: cataphyll-ary, adj.

cataplasm, n., a poultice (med.) — F. calaplasme,

fr. L. cataplasma, fr. Gk. xaxi-XaCTij.a, 'plaster,

poultice', fr. xaxa-Xiaaeiv, 'to plaster over', fr.

xaxi (sec cata-) and -XiaoEiv, 'to form'. See

plasma and cp. words there referred to.

catapult, n., an ancient military engine for hur-

ling stones, spears, etc. — L. catapulta, fr. Gk.

xaxa~£Xxr,c, 'engine for hurling bolts, catapult',

fr. xaxi (see cata-) and the stem of rraXXEiv, 'to

hurl", which stands in gradational relationship

to tteXeui^e'.v, 'to shake, cause to tremble",

-oXeuoc, "war". See polemic and cp. words there

referred to.

cataract, n., a waterfall. — L. calaracta. 'water-

fall", fr. Gk. xaxapixx/^c. xaxappixxr,:, fr. xaxa-

piarTEiv, xaxappicraE'.v, 'to dash down, break in

pieces", fr. xaxi (see cata-) and ipiacE'.v, "to

smite, break in pieces', which is prob. of imitative

origin ; cp. ipiv-Sr,v, 'with a rattle". The spelling

xaxappixxr,; (with double p) is prob. due to a

confusion with xaxapp/;yv'jva'., 'to tear in pieces".

Derivatives: cataract, tr. and intr. v., cataract-

al, n.

cataract, n., an eye disease. — L. cataracta. 'wa-

terfall" (see prec. word), substituted for aqua,

"water", which was used as a loan translation

of Arab, ma', 'water; cataract (the eye disease)'.

See Walt Taylor, Arabic Words in English, in

S.P. E. (= Socieiy for Pure English), Tract

No.XXXVIII, p.597-

catarinite, n., an iron meteorite (mineral.) —
Named after Santa Calarina, name of a state

and its capital in southern Brazil. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

catarrh, n., inflammation of the mucous mem-
branes. — F. catarrhe, fr. L. calarrhus, fr. Gk.
xaxippoo;, 'cold in the head', ht. 'a running

down', fr. xaxappEtv, 'to flow down', fr. xaxi
(see cata-) and pstv, 'to flow'. See stream and

cp. rheo-.

Derivatives: catarrh-al, adj., calarrh-al-ly, adv.

Catarrhina, n. pi., a division of the order Pri-

mates, including the gorilla, orangutan and
chimpanzee (zool.) — ModL., lit. 'with nos-

trils downward', fr. cata- and Gk. pti;, gen.

ptvo;;, 'nose'. See rhino-.

catarrhine, adj. and n. — See prec. word.

Catasetura, n., a genus of orchids (hot.) — A
ModL., hybrid coined fr. cata- and L. .wetum,

'bristle'; see seta. The correct form would be

Catachaeliim (fr. cata- and Gk. /atxy;, 'long

flowing hair'), in which both elements are of

Greek origin (see chaeto-).

catastasis, n., the part of a drama, in which the

action is at its height. — Gk. xaxiaxaaii;, 'settle-

ment, appointment, state, condition', fr. xai>i-

CTxiva',, 'to set down, set in order", fr. xaxi

(see cata-) and taxivai, 'to place". See state.

catastrophe, n. — L. catastropha, fr. Gk. xaxa-

CTxprj97;, 'overturning, overthrowing', fr. xaxa-

(TTp£9£iv, 'to upset, overturn, overthrow', lit.

'to turn down', fr. xaxi (see cata-) and axp£9£tv,

'to turn'. See strophe.

Derivatives: calaslroph-ic,catastropli-ic-al,i\.<i'}S.,

catastroph-ic-al-ly, adv., catastroph-ism, n.,

catastroph-ist, n.

catatonia, n., a severe form of dementia praecox

(med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. xaxixovoc, 'a

stretching down; depression', fr. xaxaxsivEiv,

'to stretch down", fr. xaxi (see cata-) and xsi-

vEiv, 'to stretch", which is cogn. with L. tenuis,

'thin, slight", tendere, 'to stretch'. See tend, 'to

move in a certain direction', and cp. words

there referred to. For the ending see suff. -ia.

Catawba, n., a kind of grape and wine. — Named
after the Catawba River in the Carolinas.

catch, tr. and intr. v. — ME. cacchen, fr. ONF.
cachier, corresponding to OF. chacier, F. chas-

ser, 'to hunt", fr. VL. *captiare, fr. L. capture,

'to strive to seize", frcq. of L. capere (pp. cap-

tus), "to catch, seize, hold". See captive and cp.

chase, which is a doublet of catch. Cp. also

ketch, 'a kind of small vessel".

Derivatives: catch, n., catch-er, n., calch-ing,

adj.. catch-ing-ly, adv., catch-ing-ness, n., catch-

ment, n., catch-y, adj.

catchpole, catchpoll, n., a sheriff"s officer whose

duty was to make arrests for debt; taxgathcrer,

bumbailiff. — ME. cacchepol, from an ONF.
equivalent of OF. chacepol, lit. 'chase-chicken',

fr. ML. cacepullus, chassipullus, fr. *cucere,

*chacere, *chassere, 'to chase', and L. pullus,

'chicken" (see catch, chase and pullet, poult);

so called because taxgatherers used to confis-

cate poultry.

catchup, catsup, n. — See ketchup.
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cate, usually in pi. eates, n., dainties, delicacies.

— Aphetic for acate, fr. ONF. acal, fr. acaler,

'to buy, purchase'. See cater.

catechesis, n., instruction by word of mouth. —
Gk. >caTY)x.T|m(;, 'instruction by word of mouth',

fr. xaTY))jeTv. See catechize.

catechetic, catechetical, adj., pertaining to cate-

chesis or a church catechism. — Gk. xarox^r

Ttxo?, 'pertaining to instruction by word of

mouth', fr. xaT-i^yeiv. See catechize.

'DerivaXi'ves: catechetical-Iy, adv., catechet-ics,n.

catechism, n., instruction by questions and ans-

wers. — F. calechisme, fr. Eccles. L. catechis-

mus, fr. Gk. xaTY]xto[ji6i;, fr. Ka^rix^^siM. See

catechize and -ism.

catechist, n., one who instructs by questions and

answers. — Eccles. L. catechista, fr. Gk. xaTv)-

XiCT-rr,?, fr. xaxTixiJ^siv. See next word and -ist.

Derivatives: catechist-ic, catechist-ic-al, adjs.,

catechist-ic-al-ly, adv.

catechize, tr. v., to instruct by questions and ans-

wers. — Eccles. L. catechizare, 'to teach by

word of mouth', fr. Gk. xa-rr;xi!^Eiv, fr. xar?)-

xstv, 'to resound', hence 'to sound (a thing) in

one's ears; to teach by word of mouth', fr. y.a.-vi.

(see cata-) and tixe^v, 'to sound, ring, peal',

fr. 7)xco, 'sound'. See echo and -ize.

Derivative: catechiz-er, n.

catechu, n., a stringent substance obtained from

the wood, fruit or leaves of several Asiatic trees.

— Malay kachi'i (cp. Tamil kdsu, Kanarese

kdchu), fr. Hind, kalh, fr. OI. kvdthati, 'he de-

cocts', which is cogn. with Goth, hapjan, 'to

foam', hajjo, 'foam', OSlav. kvasii, 'leaven',

and L. caseus, 'cheese'. See cheese and cp. F.

cachou (whence E. cashoo, a variant of catechu)

and It. catecu. Cp. also cutch.

catechumen, n., one receiving instruction in the

elements of Christianity. — F. calechumgne, fr.

Eccles. L. catechiimenus, fr. Gk. xaTYixo'JfiEvo?,

'instructed by word of mouth', pass. pres. part,

of xaTTjxeiv, 'to teach by word of mouth'. See

catechize. For the pass. pres. part. suff. -lisvo:;

see alumnus and cp. words there referred to.

categorematic, adj., capable of being used alone

(as e.g. the predicate of a sentence). — Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. xaTr.YOpTjjia, gen. xaxr;-

YopYjix*™?' 'accusation, charge; predicate', fr.

KaTTjyopEtv. See category,

categorical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

Late L. calegoricus, fr. Gk. xaTT,Yopix6(:, 'accu-

satory, affirmative, categorical', fr. xa-rr^yopia.

See next word.

Derivatives: categorical-ly, adv., categorical-

ness, n.

category, n. — L. categoha, fr. Gk. xarriVopia,

'accusation, predication, category', fr. xa-rrjyo-

pEiv, 'to accuse, signify, indicate, affirm, pre-

dicate', fr. xxTT.Yo?');, 'accuser', lit. 'one who

speaks against somebody before an assembly',

fr. xoeTa, 'against' (see cata-), and the stem of

dcYOpeueiv, 'to harangue, assert', lit. 'to speak in

the assembly', fr. ayopa, 'assembly', which is rel.

to dtYstpE'v, 'to assemble', and cogn. with l^.grex,

gen. gregis, 'flock'. See gregarious and cp. agora,

allegory. Cp. also categorematic.

catena, n., a chain. — L., 'chain'. See chain,

catenarian, adj., pertaining to a chain. — Formed

with suff. -an fr. L. catendrius, fr. catena. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ary and cp. con-

catenate,

catenary, adj. and n. — See prec. word.

catenate, tr. v., to link together. ~ L. catendtus,

pp. of catendre, 'to chain together', fr. catena.

See catena and verbal suff. -ate.

cater, intr. v., to provide food. — From the ob-

sol. n. catour, 'buyer, caterer', aphetic for aca-

tour, fr. ONF. acatour, corresponding to OF.

achatour (F. acheteur), 'buyer', fr. OF. achater

(cp. the forme acheder, occurring in Jonas,

loth cent.), fr. VL. *accapitdre, 'to add to one's

capital', fr. ad, 'to' (see ad-), and a verb formed

from the stem of L. caput, gen. capitis, 'head'

(see capital, adj.). The usual derivation fr. VL.

*accaptdre, 'to try to take, seize', cannot be ac-

cepted because of phonetic reasons. The change

of ( to rf in OF. acheder and OSp. acabdar could

not be accounted for, if it had been preceded

originally by a consonant.

cater, n., the four at cards or dice. — Orig. 'four',

fr. F. quatre, 'four', fr. L. quattuor. See quart,

cateran, n., a highland robber. — Gael, ceathair-

neach, 'marauder', fr. ceathairne, 'common

people, peasantry', rel. to Ir. ceatharn, 'a band

of soldiers'. See kern, 'lightarmed foot soldier'.

caterer, n. — ME. catour, 'caterer' (whence cater,

V. (q.v.) Accordingly the suff. -er in caterer is

redundant. Cp. fruiterer, poulterer, sorcerer,

upholsterer.

caterpillar, n. — ONF. catepelose, corresponding

to OF. chatepelose, fr. Late L. catta pilosa,

'hairy cat'. For the etymology of Late L. catta

see cat. L. pilosa is fern, of pildsus, 'hairy', fr.

pilus, 'hair'; see pile, 'hair'. The ending of the

English word was influenced by piller, 'one who

pills' (see pill, 'to rob').

Derivative: caterpillar, intr. v.

caterwaul, intr. v. — ME. calerwrawen, cater-

wawen, fr. LG. katerwaulen, 'to cry like cats',

fr. kater, 'male cat', and waulen, 'to cry'. The

first element is rel. to MLG., MDu. katte, 'cat';

see cat. The second element is rel. to E. waul,

a variant of wall (q.v.)

Derivatives: caterwaul, n., caterwaul-er, n.,

caterwaul-ing, n.

catgut, n. — Compounded of cat and gut; so

called although made from the intestines of

sheep.

Catharist, n., a member of any of various sects

aiming at purity (Eccles. hist.) — ML. Catha-

rista, fr. Eccles. Gk. xot&apto-nr)!;, fr. Gk. xa^a-

p6<;, 'pure, clean'; cp. Gk. xaO^apidTY)!;, 'tree

pruner', and see next word. For the ending see

suflf. -ist.

251 Cattleya

catharsis, n., i) purgation (med.); 2) purification

ofthe emotions by art.— ModL., fr. Gk. Kai>ap-

ai?, 'cleansing, purification', from the stem of

xai>aipELv, 'to cleanse, purify; to prune (a tree)',

fr. xa*ap6!;, 'clean, pure', which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. cathartic, Catherine, acatharsia.

cathartic, cathartical, adj., cleansing, purifying.

— Gk. xaftapTixoi;, 'fit for cleansing', from the

stem of xa&atpsiv. See prec. word.

Derivatives: cathartical-ly, adv., cathartical-

ness, n.

Cathay, n., poetic name of China. — ML. Ca-

laya, fr. Khitai, the name of a Tatar kingdom

(the kingdom of the Khitan Tatars). Cp.

Khitan.

cathedra, n., the seat of a bishop. — L., fr. Gk.

xa&sSpa. See chair and cp. ex cathedra.

cathedral, n.— ML. cathedrdlis, short for ecclesia

cathedrdlis, 'church pertaining to the seat of a

bishop', fr. cathedra. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -al.

Catherine, Catharine, also Katherine, Katharine,

fem. PN. — F. Catherine, fr. L. Ecaterina, Kate-

rina, fr. Gk. Aixaxepivr) (whence also Russ.

Ekaterind). The later L. spelling Katharina is

due to a connection with Gk. xa&apoq, 'pure',

the supposed origin of the name.

Catherine wheel. — So called from the spiked

wheel with which St. Catherine of Alexandria

was tortured.

catheter, n., a surgical instrument used to draw

off fluid from body cavities. — Late L., fr. Gk.

xa!>ETT]p, 'something let down; surgical instru-

ment for emptying the bladder', from the stem

of xaO-isvai, 'to send down', fr. xara (see cata-)

and tsvai, 'to move forward, throw, send',

which stands for *yi-ye-nai and is cogn. with

L.jacere, 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth', and

cp. synesis.

Derivatives: catheter-ism, n., catheter-ize, tr. v.,

catheter-iz-ation, n.

cathode, kathode, n., negative electric pole (phy-

sics and chem.) — Gk. xai^oSo?, 'way down,

descent", fr. xaxa (see cata-) and oSo?, 'way'.

See odograph and cp. words there referred to.

The term cathode was introduced into electricity

by the English physicist and chemist Michael

Faraday (1791-1867); cp. anode, electrode.

Derivatives: cathod-al, cathod-ic, adjs., cathod-

ic-al-ly, adv.

catholic, adj.— F. catholique, fr. Eccles. L. catho-

licus, fr. Gk. xaftoXixoc;, 'general, universal', fr.

xa&oXo'j = xa^' oXou, 'on the whole, in general',

fr. xotTdt, 'according to' (see cata-), and SXo;,

'whole', which stands for 'oXfog, fr. I.-E. base

*sol-wos, whence also L. salvus, 'saved, pre-

served, safe'. See safe and cp. holo-. Cp. also

catbolicon.

Derivatives: catholic, n., catholic-al, adj., catho-

lic-al-ly, adv., catholic-ism, n., catholic-ize, tr. v.,

catholic-iz-er, n., catholic-ly, adv.

catholicity, n., i) the quality of being catholic;

2) universality; 3) (usually cap.) Catholicism. —
Coined by Coleridge fr. catholic and sufi". -ity

on analogy of F. catholicite which was coined

by Theodore-Agrippa d'Aubigne (1552-1630)

fr. catholique, 'Catholic'.

catholicon, n., a remedy for all diseases. — Gk.

xaS-oXixov, neut. of xaS-oXixoi;, 'general, uni-

versal'. See catholic.

Catholicos, n., title of primate of the Armenian

church. — Gk. xaftoXixoi;, 'general, universal'.

See catholic.

cation, n., a positive ion moving toward the ca-

thode (physics and chem.) — Gk. xaxtov, neut.

of xaTicov, pres. part, of xaTtevat, 'to go down,

descend', fr. xaxdc (see cata-) and levai, 'to go',

which is cogn. with L. ire, 'to go'. See itinerant.

The word cation was introduced into electricity

by Faraday (see cathode): cp. ion, anion.

Derivative: cation-ic, adj.

catkin, n., a tassellike spike of flowers, an ament.

— Du. katteken, dimin. of katte, 'cat', so called

because of its resemblance to a cat's tail. See

cat and -kin.

Derivative: catkin-ate, adj.

catling, n., i) a kitten (rare); 2) catgut (rare);

3) a double-edged knife used in amputations. —
Formed fr. cat with suff. -ling.

catlinite, n., a red clay; pipestone (petrogr.) —
Named after the American traveler George

Catlin (1796-1872). For the ending see subst.

sufT. -ite.

cato-, combining form meaning 'down'. — Gk.

xdcTu, 'down, downward', rel. to xaTa, 'down

from, down to'. See cata-.

catoptric, catoptrical, adj., pertaining to the re-

flection of light. — Gk. xaTOTCTpixoi;, 'pertain-

ing to a mirror', fr. xaxoTTTpov, 'mirror', fr.

xari, 'against' (see cata-), and the stem of otttoi;,

'seen; visible', otttixc?, 'pertaining to the eyes

or sight'. See optic and cp. dioptric.

Derivatives : catoptrical-ly, adv., catoptrics (q.v.)

catoptrics, n., that part of optics which deals

with the reflection of light. — See catoptric and

-ics and cp. dioptrics.

catoptromancy, n., divination by a mirror. —
Compounded of Gk. xaroTiTpov, 'mirror', and

ij.avTEta, 'oracle, divination'. See catoptric and

-mancy.

Catostomidae, n. pi., a family of fresh-water

fishes, the suckers (ichthyol.) — ModL., formed

with suff". -idae fr. cato- and Gk. aTojj^a, 'mouth'.

See stoma.

cattle, n. — ME. catel, fr. ONF. catel (corres-

ponding to OF. chatel), fr. Late L. capitdle,

'property', prop. neut. of theL. adjective capi-

tdlis, 'pertaining to the head, chief, principal',

from caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital,

adj., and cp. the noun capital in the sense of

'principal'. Cp. also chattel, which is a doublet

of cattle.

Cattleya, n., a genus of American orchids. —
ModL., named after the English botanist Wil-
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liam Cattley (died in 1832).

catty, n., a weight used in China and the East

Indies.— Malay katl, a weight of li lb. Cp.

caddy.

Caucasian, adj. and n. — Formed with suflf. -ian

fr. L. Caucasus, fr. Gk. Kauxotai!;, fr. Scythian

Kpou-xaoi?, 'Caucasus', a compound meaning

lit. '(the mountain) shining with ice'; see Walde-

Hofmann, LEW., I, pp. 295-96, s.v. crusta. The

first element of this compound is a derivative of

T.-E. base *qreu-, 'to be icy'. For derivatives of

*qn(s-, an enlarged form of base *qreu- see

crust, crystal. The second element is rel. to Gk.

xaisiv (for *xifleiv), 'to burn' ; see caustic,

cauchemar, n., incubus. — F., a hybrid coined

from the blend of OF. chaucer and Picard cau-

quer, 'to trample' (both derived fr. L. calcare,

of s.m., fr. calx, gen. ca/rw, 'heel"), and fr. MDu.
mare, 'incubus'. See Calceolaria and mare, 'in-

cubus', and cp. the first element in caltrop,

caucus, n., private meeting of the leaders of a poli-

tical party. — A word of Algonquian origin, lit.

meaning 'counselor'.

Derivative: caucus, intr. and tr. v.

Cauda, n., tail (zoo/, and anal.) — L. See next

word.

caudal, adj., pertaining to the tail. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. cauda, 'tail', prob. orig.

meaning 'a piece cut, or to be cut, off", and rel.

to caudcx, 'a block of wood'; Lith. kuodas,

'tufr. is not cognate with L. cauda (see Walde-

Hofmann, LEW., 1, p. 185). See hew and cp.

coda, codetta, coward, cue, queue. Cp. also

caudex and words there referred to.

caudate, adj., having a tail. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ate fr. L. cauda, 'tail'. See prec. word.

caudex, n., the stem of palms and ferns {hot.) —
L. caudcx, codex, 'trunk of a tree', lit. "a tree cut

off', rel. to ciidere, 'to strike, beat, pound". See

hew and cp. codex, code, codicill. Cp. also cau-

dal, cause and the first clement in cockboat,

caudilio, n
.
, commander, ch ief . leader of an armed

troop; chief, leader. — Sp., a collateral form of

cabdillo, fr. L. capilelluin, 'a little head", dimin.

of caput, gen. capitis, 'head". See capital, adj.,

and cp. capital, 'head of a column".

caudle, n., a hot drink. - ONF. caudel, cor-

responding to OF. chaudel (F. chaudeau), fr.

VL. catdeUum, dimin. formed from the Latin

adj. calidus. caldus, 'hot", fr. calere, "to be hot'.

See caldron and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also coddle.

Derivative: caudle, tr. v.

caught, past tense and pp. of catch. — ME. cauh-

te, formed on the analogy of lauhte, fr. lacchen

(whence E. latch), "to catch". See catch,

cauk, cawk, n., chalk; barite (dial. E. and Scot.)

— Northern var. of calk,

caul, n.. a membrane enclosing the fetus and

sometimes covering the head of a newly bom
child.— MF. (= F.) cale, 'cap', back formation

fr. MF. (= F.) calotte. See calotte.

cauldron, n. — See caldron.

Caulerpa, n., a genus of marine green algae (hot.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. xauXoq, 'stem,

stalk', and epTreiv, 'to creep'. See cole and

herpes.

caulescent, adj., having a visible stem. — Formed

fr. L. caidis, 'stalk, stem', with the inchoative

suff. -escent, on analogy of arborescent. See

cole and cp. next word. Cp. also acaulescent.

cauliflower, n. — Refashioned after L. caulis,

'stem', and E. flower fr. earlier colyfiory, fr. F.

chou-fleuri, chou-fleur, which is formed on ana-

logy of It. cavolofiore, 'cauliflower', fr. L. caulis,

'stem, stalk', and flos, gen. floris, 'flower'. See

cole.

caullne, adj., pertaining to, or growing on, a stem.

— Formed with suff. -ine (representing L. -inus)

fr. L. caulis, 'stem, stalk'. See cole and cp.

acauline.

caulis, n., the stem or stalk of a plant (60?.) — L.

See cole and cp. prec. word.

caulk, v. — A var. of calk,

caulker, n. — A var. of calker.

caulome, n., the stem of a plant {hot.) — Formed

fr. Gk. v.a\j\6Q, 'stem, stalk' (sec cole), with suff.

-ome, on analogy of rhizome.

Caulophyllum, n., a genus of plants of the bar-

berry family (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'stem leaf, fr.

Gk. xxu'Ao::, 'stem', and tp'JXXov, 'leaf (see cole

and phyllo-); so called because the stem seems

to form the stalk of the great leaf.

Caurus, n., the northwest wind. — L. caurus,

corus, cogn. with Lith. siaurys, 'north wind',

sidure, 'north", siauriis. 'raging, stormy', OSlav.

severCi, 'north wind', Goth, skiira (windis),

'storm', OE. scur, 'shower". See shower,

causalgia, n., a burning sensation {med.) — Medi-

cal L., lit. 'a burning pain', coined by the Ameri-

can physician Silas Weir Mitchell (1829-1914)

fr. Gk. y.xOao;, 'burning heat' (which derives fr.

*/.%?-, the stem of xaisiv, 'to burn"), and aXyoc,

pain". See caustic and -algia.

causate, tr. v., to cause. — ML. causdtus, pp. of

causdre, 'to cause". Se; cause, v. and n., and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: causal-ion, n., causat-ion-al, adj.,

causal-ive, adj., and n., causat-ive-ly, adv., cau-

sat-ive-ness, n.

cause, n. — F., fr. L. causa, 'cause, reason, pur-

pose", which is of uncertain origin. It stands

perh. for *caud-td and orig. meant 'a striking',

hence is rel. to cudere, 'to strike, beat, knock', fr.

I.-E. base *qdu-, "to strike, beat'. See hew and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also accusa-

tive, accuse, causerie, coze, excuse, kickshaw,

recusant. For sense development cp. L. decidere,

'to cut off; to decide" (see decide).

Derivatives: caus-al, adj. and n., caus-al-ity, n.,

caus-al-ly, adv., cause-less, adj., cause-less-ly,

adv., cause-less-ness, n.

cause, tr. v. — F. causer, 'to cause', fr. ML. cau-

sdre, 'to cause' (cp. L. causdri, 'to plead, to
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debate a question'), fr. L. causa, 'cause'. See

cause, n.

Derivative: caus-able, adj.

causerie, n., a conversational article in a period-

ical or newspaper. — F., 'talk, conversation', fr.

causer, 'to talk', fr. L. causdri, 'to plead, dispute,

to discuss a question', fr. cau.m, 'cause, reason,

purpose' (see cause and -ery); named after

Sainte-Beuve's Causeries du lundi ('Monday

Talks').

causeway, n., a raised road. — A blend of cau-

sey and way.

Derivative : causeway, tr. v.

causey, n., a causeway (rfi'a/.) — ME. cauce, fr.

ONF. cauciee, corresponding to F. chaussee,

'causeway', fr. VL. (via) calciata, lit. 'a road

paved with limestone', fem. pp. of calcidre, 'to

pave with limestone', fr. L. ca/x.gen. ca/cw, 'lime,

limestone'. See calcareous and cp. chaussee.

caustic, adj., burning, corrosive. — F. caustique,

fr. L. causticus, fr. Gk. xauaTixoc, 'capable of

burning, corrosive', fr. xauuToi;, 'burnt', verbal

adj. of xaktv, which stands for *xaf-isiv, 'to

burn, set on fire', fr. I.-E. base *keu-, *ku-, 'to

burn, heat', whence also Lith. kiile, 'blight, mil-

dew', kuleti, 'to become blighted'. Cp. caeoma,

caliber, calm, catacaustic, Caucasian, cautery,

diacaustic, encaustic, holocaust, hypocaust, ink,

Nausicaa.

Derivatives: caustic, n., caustic-ize, tr. v., caus-

tic-ly, adv., caustic-ness, n.

cautel, n., caution; precaution. — OF. cautete

(F. cautele), fr. L. cautela, 'caution', fr. caulus,

'wary, careful, heedful', pp. of cavere, 'to be

on one's guard'. See cave, interj.

cautelous, adj., cautious. — F. cauteleux (fem.

cauteleuse), fr. cautele. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: caulelous-ly, adv., caulelous-ness,n.

cautcr, n., a hot iron for cauterizing. — F. cau-

terc. fr. L. cautcrium, fr. Gk. xa';Ty;ptov, 'brand-

ing iron', fr. xa'jTT.p, 'burner'. See next word and

cp. cautery.

cauterize, tr. v., to burn with a hot iron or a

caustic substance. — F. cauteriser, fr. Late L.

caulerizare, fr. Gk. xa-jTripidi'^Eiv, 'to sear with

a hot iron', fr. zaurr,p, 'burner', rel. to xooaT'v;,

verbal adj. of xais'.v, "to burn'. See caustic and

-ize.

Derivative; cauteriz-ation, n.

cautery, n., a cauter. — L. cautcrium. See cauter.

caution, n. — F., fr. L. cautionem, ace. of caulio,

'wariness, carefulness, heedfulness". fr. caulus,

'wary, careful, heedful", pp. of cavere, "to be on

one's guard, take heed". See cave, interj.

Derivatives; caution, tr. v., caution-ary, adj. and

n., caulion-er, n.

cautious, adj. — Cp. L. caulus, 'careful, heedful",

and see caution and -ous.

Derivatives: cautious-ly, adv., cauiious-ness, n.

cavalcade, n., a procession of horsemen. — F., fr.

It. cavalcata (with the Piemont pronunciation

cavalcada), prop. fem. pp. of cavalcare, 'to ride

on horseback', used as a noun, fr. Late L. cabal-

licdre, fr. L. caballus. See cavalry.

Derivative; cavalcade, intr. v.

cavalier, n., a horseman; a gentleman serving as

a lady's escort. — F., fr. It. cavaliere, orig.

'horse-soldier', fr. Late L. caballarius (whence al-

so Proven?, cavalier, Sp. caballero, Port, caval-

leiro), fr. L. caballus. See cavalry and cp. cheva-

lier, which is a doublet of cavalier.

Derivatives; cavalier, adj., cavalier-ly, adv.

cavalla, n., any of various fishes of the genus

Carangus. — Port, cavalla, rel. to Sp. caballa,

prop, a feminine form of Port, cavallo, resp. Sp.

caballo, 'horse', fr. L. caballus. See cavalry,

cavaby, n. — F. cavalerie, fr. It. cavalleria, fr.

cavallo, 'horse', fr. L. caballus, 'an inferior

horse, a nag', which is prob. a loan word from

a language of Asia Minor or the Balkan pen-

insula. Cp. Gk. xa^aUT)?, 'horse', the Gaulish

PN. Caballos and OSlav. kobyla, 'mare', which

also derive prob. from the same language as L;

caballus. Mir. (= Ir.) capall, Bret, caval, W.

ceffyll, 'horse', are Latin loan words. Cp. chival-

ry, which is a doublet of cavalry. Cp. also caval-

cade, cavalier, cavalla, cheval-de-frise, cheval

glass, chevalier, capercailzie.

cavatina.n.,ashortsongor melody (miH-.)— It., fr.

cavata, prop. fem. pp. o^cavare, 'to hollow(out),

dig (out)', fr. L. cavdre, of s.m. See next word.

cave, n. — F., fr. L. cava, fem. of the adjective

fav(«, "hollow, concave', used as a noun. L. cavus

prob. stands for *cowos and is cogn. with Gk.

xooc (Hesychius), 'chasm', xojo?, 'prison' (lit.

'a hollow place'), xo'jSei-x, 'poppy head', xoIXo;

(for *v.rj?iX'>^), 'hollow', xJap, 'eye of a needle;

orifice of theear'.Olr.rwa, 'hollow', f»fl.si-, 'cave',

Bret, keo, 'cave', OI. svdyate, 'swells', iundh,

'swollen', sdvas-, 'strength, heroism', sdvirah,

siirah, 'strong', Gk. y.'>z~.-t. yJiVM. 'to become or

be pregnant', x^a-/, 'anything swollen; a wave'.

x~jpo;, 'authority", vAzvjZ^. "lord, niast'^r". All

these words prob. dcri\e fr. I.-E. base *kcK(c)-,

*kewd-, *kfi-. 'to vault", whence developed the

further meanings 'to bend inward, be hollow or

concave", on the one hand, and "to bend out-

ward, swell out, be convex" on the other. See

Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I. pp. 191-92 s.v.

cavus, Boisacq, DELG., P.4S1 s.v. xa/Aoc and

Frisk, GEW., p. 38 s.\. xjap. Cp. cabinet, ca-

book, cadger, cage, casserole, cavatina. cave ne,

cavity, church and words there referred to, co-

deine, codon, coelo-, concave, cumulus, cyma,

decoy, excavate, excavation, gabion, hound

(naul.), jail. Cp. the related base *kei/-. 'to swell

;

hollow", for the derivatives of whicii see hole.

Deri\atives; cave, tr. and intr. v., cav-ing. n.

cave, interj., beware! — L. cave, impcr. of cavere,

'to be on one's guard, take care, beware', which

stands for *coiere and is cogn. with Gk. xosto

(for '•xo.-sco), 'I mark, perceive', fr. !,-E. ba-^e

*{s)qeu-, *(s)qcu-, 'to look at, observe', whence

also OE. sceawian, 'to look, see, behold'. See
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show and words there referred to and cp. esp.

caution. Cp. also next word.

caveat, n., i) notice that no action is to be taken

(law); 2) a warning. — L., 'let him beware', 3rd

p. sing. pres. subj. of cavere. See prec. word.

cavendish, n., tobacco pressed into calces.— Prob.

so called from the name of the producer or

exporter.

cavern, n., a cave. — F. caverne, 'cave', fr. L.

caverna, fr. cavus, 'hollow'. See cave, n. For the

Latin suff. -erna, which is of Etruscan origin,

cp. cistern, tavern.

cavernous, adj., full of caverns or cavities. — L.

cavernosus, fr. caverna. See prec. word and -ous.

cavesson, n., a kind of noseband for a horse. —
F. cavefon, fr. It. cavezzone, 'halter with a nose-

band', augment, of cavezza, 'halter', fr. VL.

*capitia, fr. L. capitium, 'a covering for the

head', fr. caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital,

adj.

Cavia, n., the genus of cavies, the guinea pig

(zool.) — ModL., fr. F. cabiai, from a Carib-

bean native word. Cp. cavy, capybara.

caviar, caviare, n. — F. caviar, fr. It. caviaro (now

caviale), fr. MGk. xaptapiov, fr. Turk, khavidr,

fr. Kaffah (= Theodosia), name of a trading

town on the SE. shore of the Black Sea.

cavicorn, adj., hollow-horned. — Compounded
of L. cavus, 'hollow', and conm, 'horn'. See

cave, n., and horn and cp. corn, 'hardened skin'.

Cavicornia, n. pi., another name for Bovidae

[zool.) — Lit. 'hollow-horned'. See prec. word.

cavil, intr. v., to find trivial fauhs, to carp. —
OF. caviller, fr. L. cavilldri, 'to jest, joke, make
captious objections, to cavil at', fr. cavilla, 'jest,

quibble, trick', dissimilated fr. *calvilla, and

rel. to calvi, 'to devise tricks, use artifice', calum-

nia, 'false accusation, chicanery'; see calumny

and cp. challenge. For the suff. cp. L. favilla,

'glowing ashes, embers' which is rel. io fovere,

'to warm, keep warm'.

Derivatives: cavil, n., cavillation (q.v.), cavil(l)-

er, n., cavil(l)-ing, adj., cavil(l)-ing-ly, adv., ca-

vil(l)-ing-ness, n.

cavillation, n., a cavil, caviling. — F., fr. L. cavil-

Idlionem, ace. of cavilldtio, 'a jesting, scoffing,

quibbling, shuffling', fr. cavilldtus, pp. of cavil-

ldri. See prec. word and -ation.

cavity, n. — F. cavite, fr. L. cavitdlem, ace. of

cavitds, fr. cavus, 'hollow'. See cave, n., and

-ity.

cavo-relievo, n., hollow relief. — It. cavorilievo.

It. cava derives fr. L. cavus, 'hollow'; see cave,

n. For It. rilievo see rilievo and cp. basso-rilievo.

cavort, intr. v., to prance about. — Prob. a blend

of curvet and snort.

cavy, n., a guinea pig. — See Cavia.

cay, n., a small island. — Sp. cava, fr. Taino

cayo, 'small island'. Cp. key, 'small island'.

caw, n., the natural cry of the crow and raven;

intr. v., to utter this cry or imitate it. — Of imi-

tative origin. Cp. chough.

cawk, cauk, n., chalk, barite. — Dialectal vari-

ants of chalk.

Derivative: cawk-y, adj.

cawney, cawny, n., a measure of land used in

Madras. — Tamil kdni, 'property', lit. 'that

which is seen or known', fr. kan, 'to see'.

caxon, n., a wig {archaic).— Prob. fr. the surname
Caxon.

Caxton, n. — any book printed by William Cax-
ton (died in 1491).

cayenne, n., also cayenne pepper. — Tupi kyinha,

quiynha, 'capsicum', lit. 'of the isle of Cayenne'.

cayman, n., any of Central and South American
kinds of alligators. — Sp. caiman, fr. Carrib-

bean acayouman.

cazimi, n., the center of the solar disk (astral.) —
Arab.jism,jesm, 'body', in the term ^dlajismi'sh-

shamsi, 'on the disk of the sun'. See Devic's

Supplement to Littre's Dictionary, p. 13.

-ce, suff. used to form abstract nouns. — Fr. L.

-tia, either directly or through the medium of

F. -ce. See -ance, -enee.

Ceanothus, n., a genus of plants of the buckthorn

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xeavco^o;, 'a

kind of thistle'.

cease, intr. and tr. v. — ME. cassen, fr. OF.
(= F.) cesser, fr. L. ces.^dre, 'to delay, loiter',

freq. of cedere (pp. cessus), 'to withdraw'. See

cede and cp. cessation, decease, incessant.

Derivatives: cease, n., cease-less, adj., cease-

less-ly, adv.

cebolite, n., a hydrous calcium aluminum silicate

(mineral.) — Named after Ceholla Creek in

Colorado. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Cecil, masc. PN. — Fr. L. Caecilius, name of a

Roman gens, a derivative oi caecus, 'blind'. See

cecity.

Cecilia, Cecily, also Cicely. — L. Caecilia, fern,

of Caecilius. See prec. word.

cecity, n., blindness. — F. cecite, 'blindness', fr.

L. caecitdtem, ace. of caecilds, of s.m., fr. cae-

cus, 'blind', which is cogn. with Ol. kekarah,

'squinting', Goth haihs, 'one-eyed', Olr. caech,

of s.m., Mir. leth-chaech, 'squinting', W. coeg,

'one-eyed'. Gk. xatxia;, 'the northeast wind',

is cogn. with these words and lit. means 'the

dark (wind)'. For sense development cp. L.

aquilo, 'the north wind', which is related to

aquilus, 'dark' (see Aquilo). Cp. caecum, Cae-

cias, Excoecaria. Cp. also Cecil. For the ending

see suff. -ity.

Cecropia, n., a genus of trees of the mulberry

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Cecrops (q.v.) For

the ending see suff. -ia.

Cecropia moth, a large silkworm moth (Samia

cecropia). — ModL. cecropia. See prec. word.

Cecrops, n., a legendary king of Attica and foun-

der of Athens. — L., fr. Gk. Ksxpoi];. The name
Kspcpo-.^; is prob. metathesized fr. *x£py.07 and

lit. means 'face with a tail', fr. xfpxo:;, 'tail',

and '6<\i, gen. hmz, 'eye, face'. For the first ele-

ment see cercus. The second element is rel. to

Gk. '6if\.q, 'sight', ottto?, 'seen, visible', otctixo?,

'pertaining to the eyes or sight'; see optic.

cedar, n. — ME. cedre, fr. OF. cedre (F. cidre),

fr. L. cedrus, fr. Gk. xeSpoi;, 'cedar', which prob.

denoted orig. 'a tree whose wood was used for

burning sacrifices', and derives fr. Heb. qdtdr,

'it exhaled odor, smoked'; see Heinrich Lewy,

Die semitischen Fremdworter im Griechischen,

Berlin, 1895, p. 35. For sense development cp.

Gk. S^uia, name of an African tree, prop, 'a tree

whose wood was burnt for sacrificial purposes',

fr. Sueiv, 'to sacrifice', prop, 'to cause to smoke'

(see Thuja). Heb. qafar [whence qHSreth, 'odor

(of burning sacrifice), smoke, incense'] is rel. to

Arab, qdtara, 'it exhaled odor, smoked', qutdr,

'exhalation, smoke', etc. Cp. Cedrela, cedrine,

Cedrus. Cp. also citron.

Derivatives: cedar, cedar-ed, cedar-n, adjs.

cede, tr. v. — L. cedere (pp. cessus), 'to go, go

away, yield, give up, withdraw', prob. for *ce-

zdere, from the demonstr. particle ce- and

T.-E. base *sed-, 'to go', whence also Gk. oSoi;,

'way', OSlav. chodU, 'a walking, going', choditi,

'to walk, go', 01. d-sad-, 'to go, approach', ut-

sad-, 'to step aside, disappear'. See he and odo-

graph and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

abscess, accede, access, ancestor, antecede, cease,

cession, cesspool, concede, concession, decease,

exceed, excess, intercede, intercession, necessary,

precede, predecessor, procediu-e, proceed, pro-

cess, procession, recede, rctrocede, secede, suc-

ceed, success.— I.-E. base *sed-, 'to go', is prob.

identical with *sed-, 'to sit', the original sense of

the base having been 'to place (either the seat in

order to sit down, or the foot upon the ground

in order to go'). See sedentary.

cedilla, n., a graphic symbol put under the letter

c in some French and Spanish words. — Sp.,

spelled also zedilla, lit. 'a little z\ from the name

of the Greek letter zeta (Q; so called because

orig. the letter z was added to c (e.g. F. leczon =
IcQOn), to indicate that it has not the usual sound

of k, but that of p (in Spanish), resp. that of 5

(in French). See zeta.

Cedrela, n., a genus of trees of the mahogany

family (bot.)— ModL., fr. Sp. cedrelo, dimin. of

cedro, 'cedar'. See cedar.

cedrine, adj., pertaining to cedar. — L. cedrinus,

fr. Gk. xsSpivoc, fr. xcSpoq, 'cedar'. See cedar

and -ine (representing Gk. -Ivo;;).

Cedric, masc. PN. — This name, which was first

used by Walter Scott ('Cedric the Saxon' is one

of the characters in Ivanhoe) prob. stands for

OE. Cerdic and owes its form to a mistake of

Scott's.

Cedrus, n., a genus of trees of the pine family

(bot.) — L., 'cedar'. See cedar.

cedula, n., in Spanish countries; order, certi-

ficate, security. — Sp. cedula, fr. L. schedula.

See schedule,

ceil, tr. v., to overlay, cover. — F. del, 'sky,

canopy', fr. L. caelum, 'sky'. See celestial.

Derivatives: ceil-er, n., ceil-ing, n.

celadon, n., pale green color. — F. celadon, fr.

Celadon, Astr6e's lover in Honore d'Urfe's

novel Astree. Honore d'Urfe formed this name
from the Latin PN. Celadon occurring in Ovid's

Metamorphoses.

celadonite, n., a green silicate of iron, magnesium
and potassium (mineral.) — Formed with subst.

pref. -ite fr. celadon (q.v.); so called in allusion

to its color.

Celaeno, n., one of the Harpies (Greek mythol.)—
L., fr. Gk. KcXaivo), lit. 'the Black one', fr.

xcXaivo;, 'black', fr. I.-E. base *qel-, *qol-,

'black, spotted', which is rel. to base *qdl-, of

s.m., whence L. cdllgd, 'darkness'. See caliginous.

celandine, n., the swallowwort. — ME. celydoine,

fr. OF. celidoine (F. chelidoine), fr. L. chelido-

nium, fr. Gk. /eXiSoviov, fr. ^sXtStiv, gen.

XeXiSovo?, 'the swallow', which is rel. to tajkri,

'the thrush', and cogn. with OE. gellan, 'to yell,

shriek', galan, 'to sing'. See yell and nightingale

and cp. chelidonium.

Celastraceae, n. pi., the staff-tree family (60?.) —
Formed fr. Celastrus with suff. -aceae.

celastraceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Celastrus, n., a genus of trees, the staff-tree (bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. xTjXaaTpo;, 'a kind of ever-

green', a loan word from an Aegean language,

whence also Basque gorostri.

-cele, suff. meaning 'tumor, hernia', as in hydro-

cele, variocele (med.) — Fr. Gk. x'yjXy) (Att. zSXv)),

'tumor, hernia', which is cogn. with OSlav. kyla,

ON. haull, OE. heala, OHG. hdla, 'hernia'.

celebrant, n., one who celebrates. — L. celebrdns,

gen. -amis, pres. part, of celebrdre. See next

word and -ant.

celebrate, tr. v., to perform (a rite) in a public

and solemn manner; to observe, commemo-
rate; intr. v., to observe a hohday, anniversary,

etc. — L. celebrdlus, pp. of celebrdre, 'to fre-

quent, repeat, praise, honor, celebrate', fr. cele-

ber (masc), Celebris (fem.), celebre (neut.),

'crowded, much frequented, renowned', which

prob.derivesfr. I.-E. base *9e/-,'todrive', whence

also Gk, y.jXXeiv, 'to drive on, push', L. celer,

'swift'. See celerity and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: celebrat-ed, adj., celebrat-ed-ness,

n., celebration (q.v.), celehral-ive, adj., celebra-

tor (q.v.), celebrat-ory, adj.

celebration, n. — L. celebrdtid, gen. -onis, 'con-

course, festal celebration', fr. celebrdlus, pp. of

celebrdre. See prec. word and -ion.

celebrator, n. — L., fr. celebrdlus, pp. of cele-

brdre. See celebrate and agential suff. -or.

celebrity, n., fame, a famous person. — L. cele-

britds, 'multitude, festal celebration', fr. celeber.

See celebrate and -ity.

celeriac, n., a variety of celery. — Formed fr.

celery.

celerity, n., speed. — F. celerite, fr. L. celeritd-

tem, ace. of celeritds, 'swiftness', fr. celer,

'swift', fr. L-E. base *qel-, 'to drive', whence
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also y.zXXziv, 'lo drive on, push ; to run (a ship)

to land', KsXeaflai, 'to urge on, exhort', xeXeusiv,

'to urge on, exhort, order', y.sXr;?, 'race horse;

small fast boat', Ol. kaldyati, 'he urges on', and

prob. also Goth, haldan, 'to tend (orig, prob.

to drive on) the sheep', OE haldan, 'to hold".

Sec hold and cp. acolyte, anacoluthon, celebrate,

clonus, procelcusmatic. For the ending see suff.

-ity.

celery, n., a plant with edible leafstalks. — F.

celcri, fr. Lombardic It. selleri, pi. of sellero

(corresponding to ll. sedano), fr. L. selinum, fr.

Gk. cl/.ivov,' parsley". See parsley and cp. words

there referred to.

celesta, n., a musical instrument. — F. celesta,

fr. celeste, 'heavenly', fr. L. caelestis. See ce-

lestial,

celeste, n., sky-blue color. — F. celeste, fr. L.

caelestis. 'heavenly', fr. caelum. See celestial.

Celeste, fern. PN. — F. Celeste, fr, L. caelestis,

'heavenly'. See prec. word.

celestial, adj. — OF. celestial, celestiel, fr. L. cae-

lestis, -pertaining to the sky, heavenly, divine',

fr. caelum, which is of uncertain origin. It

stands perhaps for *caid-(s)hm, and derives fr.

l.-E. base *{s)qdit-, *sqdid-, 'bright', whence also

OI. ketiih, 'brightness, light", citidh, 'bright, ap-

parent, obvious'. Lith. skaidiiis, 'shining, clear',

skdislus. skaistiis, 'shining'. Lett, skaidis, of

s.m., ON. hcii). 'clear sky". OE. hador, OHG.
heitay, MHG., G. hciley, 'clear, shining, cloud-

less". Cp. caesious, ceil, celling, cerulean, Selina.

Cp. also -hood and words there referred to. —
The suff. -slis in L. cactc-stis is related to stcire.

'to stand". See state. Derivati\es: celestial, n.,

celestial-iiy. n., celestial-ly, adv.

cell-, combining form. — A variant spelling of

eoeli-.

Celia. fern. PN. — It., fr. L. Caelia, fern, of

Caeliiis. name of a Roman gens. Cp. F. Cetie

and Sheila,

celiac. — See coeliac.

celibacy, n.. unmarried state. — Formed with

sulT. -ce fr. L. caclibdiiis. Sec celibate,

celibatarian, adj.. advocating celibacy; n.. one

who advocates celibacy. — Formed with suff.

-arian fr. L. caelibatiis. See next word.

celibate, adj., unmarried; n., an unmarried per-

son. '- Formed with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. caelchs,

'unmarried, single", which is of uncertain ori-

gin. It perh. meant orig. 'living alone", and is

formed fr. I.-E. *qaivelo-. 'alone" (whence also

Ol. kfvalah. 'belonging exclusively to a single

person, alone", see ke\alin). and *lib{h)-. 'living",

which is prob. traceable further to base "leip-, "to

stick, adhere; to remain, persevere, continue,

live' (whence Goth, lihaii, OE. libban, lifian, etc.,

'to live'). I.-E. *qoiwelo- is an enlargement of

*qai-wo-, which is rel. to *qai-lo, appearing in

Lett, kaits, OE. hdl, whole, uninjured, healthy'.

See whole and cp. words there referred to. For

derivatives of I.-E. *leip- see leave, v., and cp.
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esp. life, live. Derivative; celibat-ic, adj.

celio-, combining form. — A variant spelling of

coelio-.

cell, n. — ME. celle, fr. OF. celle, fr. L. cella,

'storeroom, granary, bee's cell, hut, cot', fr.

I.-E. base *kel-, 'to hide, conceal', whence also

L. celdre, 'to hide, conceal', oc-culere, 'to cover,

conceal', OI. said, 'hut, house, hall, stable",

sdidh, 'hedge, enclosure, wall', Gk. xaXia, 'hut,

nest', xaX'j|3T,, 'hut, cabin', y.aA'jTTXEiv, 'to cover,

hide, conceal', y.iX'jrfoc, 'sheath, case', xoXso?,

'sheath', Mir. cul, 'defence, shelter', culaid,

'cover', Olr. cidle, 'cellar, magazine', OE. heall,

hall, 'hair, hel, hell, helle, 'hell', helan, 'to cover,

hide', Goth, huljan, of s.m., hulistr, 'covering,

veil', huhmdi, 'cave', OE. heolstor, 'that which

veils, hiding place, darkness'. Cp. cella, cellar,

cellule and the second element in Paludicella.

Cp. also caliology, calyptra, cilia, clandestine,

color, conceal, dharmsala, Eucalyptus, hall, hell,

helmet, holster, hull, kalidium, kelyphite, kil-,

occult, superciliary, Valhalla.

Derivatives: cell, tr. and intr. v., cell-ed, adj.

cella, n., the inner part of a temple in ancient

Greece or Rome {archil.) L. See prec. word.

cellar, n. — ME. ccller, fr. OF. cclier (F. cellier),

fr. L. celldiiiim, 'a receptacle for food, pantry',

prop. neut. of the adjective cellariiis, 'pertaining

to a storeroom', used as a noun. fr. cella. Cp. It.

cellaio, OProveng. celier, Calal. celler, Sp. cillero

and Port, cellcirn, 'storeroom', and see cell.

Der\\"Mi\es:ccllar,n.\.,cellar-age,n.,cellar-er,n.

cellaret, n. — Diminutive formed fr. cellar wrth

suff. -et.

celliform, adj., having the form of a cell. — Com-

pounded of L. cella and forma, 'form, shape'.

See cell and -form,

cello, n. — Short for violoncello,

celloidin.n., a solution of pyroxylin used for em-

bedding. — Formed from cell, -old and chem.

suff. -in.

cellophane, n., a flexible transparent material.—A
hybrid coined by the Swiss chemist Jacques

E. Brandenbergcr (born in 1872) from the

first syllable of cellulose and the stem of Gk.

9xiv£',v. 'to show": see phantasm,

cellular, adj. — F. cellulaire, fr. cellule. See next

word and -ar.

Derivative: celliilar-ity, n.

cellule, n. — F., lit. 'a small cell", fr. L. cellula,

'a small storeroom', dimin. of cella. See cell

and -ule. Derivatives: cellular (q.v.), celhd-ate,

celhd-ated. adjs.

celluloid, n. and adj. — A hybrid coined by the

American inventor John Wesley Hyatt (1837-

! 900) fr. cellulose and -old, a suff. ofGreek origin.

cellulose, n. (chem.) — F., coined by the French

chemist Anselme Payen (l 795-' 871) fr. L. cel-

lula (see cellule) and suff. -ose, which was soon

taken over to form many other chemical terms

(see subst. suff. -ose).

cellulose, adj., containing cells. — Formed fr. L.
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cellula (see cellule) with adj. suff. -ose.

Celosia, n., a genus of plants of the amaranth

family {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xrjXso?, 'burn-

ing', contracted fr. *x-r)faXeo?, fr. *y.af-, the

stem of xaieiv, 'to burn', whence also zauoToi;,

'burned', xauaTixoi;, 'capable of burning' ; see

caustic and cp. words there referred to. The

name Celosia, 'burning', was suggested by the

color of the leaves.

celt, n., a chisel of stone. — Late L. celtis, a loan

word of unknown origin.

Celt, Kelt, n. — F. Celte, fr. L. Celtae, 'Celts', fr.

Gk. KsXTai, earlier KsXtoi. Cp. celtium.

Celtic, Keltic, adj. — L. Celticus, fr. Celtae. See

prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives; Celtic-ism, n., Celtic-ize, tr. and

intr. v.

Celtis, n., a genus of plants of the elm family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. celtis, name of an African

species of lotus, a loan word of uncertain origin.

celtium, n., a supposed chemical element. —
ModL. celtium, lit. 'the Celtic (element)', fr. L.

Celtae. See Celt and chem. suff. -lum.

Celtologist, n., a student of the Celtic languages

or of the history of the Celts. — Compounded

of Celt and -logist.

Celtomaniac, n. — Compounded of Celt and

maniac,

cement, n. — ME. cyment, ciment, fr. OF. (= F.)

ciment, fr. L. caementum, 'rough stone, stone

chippings', for *cald(s)mentom, fr. caedo, cae-

dere, 'to cut, hew, lop', whence also caelum [for

*caid-U)lom\, 'chisel', which is cogn. with OL
khiddti, skhiddti, 'thrusts, tears', khedd, 'ham-

mer, mallet', khedayati, 'molests, tires, fatigues',

MHG., G. heiCi 'mallet, rammer'. Cp. ancile,

caesura, cespitose, cestus, 'cover for the hand',

chisel, -cide, circumcise, concise, decide, de-

cision, excide, excise, 'to cut out', excision, in-

cise, precis, precise, sallet, scissors, suceise. For

the ending see suff. -ment.

Derivatives: cement, tr. v., cemenl-ation, n., ce-

ment-er, n.

cemetery, n. — Late L. coemeterium, fr. Gk.

y.oiariTTjpiov, 'sleeping room, burial place', fr.

xoiuav, 'to put to sleep', which is rel. to xot-rr;,

'place to lie down in, bed', xoito;, 'place to lie

down in, bed; sleeping, sleep', xoitcov, 'bed-

chamber', xEifiaL, '1 lie down, lie asleep', xcj(xr,,

'village', fr. L-E. base *kei-, 'to lie, rest', whence

also Goth, haims, 'village', OE. ham, 'home,

house, dwelling'. See home and cp. city, civil.

Cp. also the second element in neossine.

cenacle, n., a dining room. — F. cenacle, fr. L.

cendculum, "dining room', fr. cena, 'dinner',

which stands for *qert-snd (cp. Oscan kersitu,

of s.m.), lit. 'portion', fr. I.-E. base *qert-, 'to

cut', whence also OL kftitdti, 'cuts', Lith. kertu,

kifsti, 'to hew'. Arm. k'erl'em, 'I skin, flay', and

prob. Hitt. karsh-, 'to cut off'. Base *qert- is

an enlargement of base *qer-, 'to cut', for which

see carnal.

Cenchrus, n., a genus of grasses, 'the sandbur,

the burgrass' (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Y.h(y_goq,

'millet'. See Cachrys.

-cene, combining form denoting certain periods

in geology, as in Eocene. — Introduced by the

British geologist Sir Charles Lyell (i 797- 1875)

fr. Gk. xaivoc, 'new', which is cogn. with L.

recens, gen. -entis, 'new'. See recent and kainite.

cenobite, coenobite, n., a member of a religious

order living in a community. — Eccles. L. coe-

nohita, 'a cloister brother', fr. coenobium, 'a con-

vent', fr. Gk. xoivopiov, 'life in community,

monastery', fr. xotvo?, 'common', and pio?,

'life'. For the first element see coeno-, for the

second see bio-.

Derivatives: cenobit-ic, cenohit-ic-al, adjs., ceno-

bit-ic-at-ly, adv., cenobit-ism, n.

cenoby, n. — See coenobium.

-cenosis, combining form meaning 'discharge'

{med.)— Medical L., fr. Gk. xevwaii;, 'an emp-

tying', fr. xsvo;, 'empty'. See cenotaph,

cenosite, n., a hydrous silicate and carbonate of

calcium, yttrium, etc. (mineral)— Formed with

subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. xaivoq, 'new, novel, un-

usual' (see -cene); so called in allusion to its

composition.

cenotaph, n., an empty tomb in honor of a dead

person who is buried elsewhere. — F. ceno-

taphe, fr. L. cenotaphium, fr. Gk. xsvoracpiov,

'an empty tomb', compounded of x£v<'ji;, 'emp-

ty', and TCttpi-ov, neut. of Ta9iO[;, 'pertaining to

a grave', fr. Tacpoq, 'burial, grave, tomb'. The

first element is cogn. with Arm. sin, 'empty" ; cp.

keno-, kenosis. The second element is rel. to Gk.

adcTTTELV, 'to bury', Ta9po(;, 'ditch', and cogn.

with Arm. damban, dambaran, 'grave, tomb'.

Cp. Taphrina and the second element in epitaph,

tritaph.

Cenozoic, adj., designating the geological period

extending from the beginning of the Tertiary to

the present. — Compounded of Gk. xaiv6;,

'new, recent', C"T), 'life', and suff. -ic. See -cene

and zoo-,

cense, tr. and intr. v. — Aphetic for incense,

censer, n. — Aphetic for incenser, fr. OF. en-

censier (F. encensoir), fr. Eccles. L. incensdrium,

fr. incensum, 'incense', lit. 'that which is burnt",

neut. pp. of L. incendere, 'to set fire to, burn'.

See incense, 'smoke of burning spices'.

censor, n. — L. censor, fr. censere, 'to reckon, as-

sess, estimate, value, deem, judge', cogn. with

01. sdrnsati, 'recites, praises', satiisdyati, 'an-

nounces', sdsd, 'song of praise', Toch. B cdn-

maya, 'he has been proclaimed'. Cp. census,

excise, 'duly', recension.

Derivatives; censor, tr. v., censor-ial, adj., cen-

sorious (q.v.)

censorious, adj., inclined to censure; critical. —
L. censorius, 'pertaining to a censor', fr. censor.

See prec. word and -orious.

Derivatives: censorious-ly, adv., censorious-

ness, n.
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censure, n. — F. censure, fr. L. censura, 'judg-

ment, criticism', fr. census, pp. of censere. See

censor and -ure.

censure, tr. and intr. v. — F. censurer, fr. censure.

See censure, n.

Derivatives : censur-able, adj., censur-er, n.

census, n. — L. census, 'rating of property, re-

gistration of citizens and their property', fr. cen-

sus, pp. of censere. See censor.

Derivative; census, tr. v.

cent, n., a hundred (used in certain phrases only).

— F., 'a hundred', fr. L. centum, 'a hundred'.

See hundred and cp. next word, centenarian,

centner, century, percentage.

cent, n., the hundredth part of a dollar. — Ab-
breviation of L. centesima (soil, pars), 'the hun-

dredth part', fern, oicentesimus, 'the hundredth',

fr. centum, 'a hundred'. See prec. word and cp.

mill.

cental, n., a unit of weight, hundredweight. —
Formed fr. L. centum, 'a hundred', with adj.

sufT. -al, on analogy of quintal.

centaur, n., i) one of a mythical race in ancient

Thessaly, conceived as monsters, half man, half

horse (Greek mythoL); 2) {cap.) = Centaurus

(astron.) — L. Centaurus, fr. Gk. Kevxaupoi;,

which is of uncertain origin.

Centaurea, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. centaureum or

centaurium. See centaury.

Centaurium, n., a genus of plants of the gentian

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. centaureum or

centaurium. See centaury and -ium.

Centaurus, n., a southern constellation between

Hydra and Cross (astron.) — L., 'centaur'.

See centaur.

centaury, n., any of a group of plants of the

gentian family. — ME., fr. ML. centauria, fr.

L. centaureum, centaurium, fr. Gk. XEvTaupeiov,

XEVTaupiov, lit. 'Centaur's plant', fr. K^vraupoi;,

'centaur'. According to Pliny (see Nat. Hist. 25,

66) the Centaur Chiron, wounded by an arrow
shot by Heracles, heals his wound with this plant,

whence its name xcvxaupeiov or xevxocupiov,

'Centaur's plant' (see centaur). In Latin, folk

etymology altered the foreign word into the

compound of the Latin words centum, 'hundred',

and aurum, 'gold'. As a loan translation of L.

centaureum in this mistaken sense, arose G.
Tausendgiildenkraut, 'centaury', lit. 'thousand-

golden-herb'.

centenarian, adj., pertaining to a period of a
hundred years ; n., a person one hundred years

old.— L. centendrius, 'relating to a hundred', fr.

centeni, 'a hundred each', fr. centum, 'a hun-
dred'. See cent, 'a hundred', and -arian and cp.

centner, kantar.

centenary, i) adj., pertaining to a century; per-

taining to a period of a hundred years; 2) n.,

a century ; a period of a hundred years. — L.

centendrius, 'relating to a hundred'. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ary.

centennial, adj., of a hundred years; happening
once in a hundred years ; one hundred years old

;

n., the hundredth anniversary; the celebration

of the hundredth anniversary. — Formed, on
the analogy of bi-ennial, fr. L. centum, 'a hun-
dred', and annus, 'year'. See annual, biennial.

Derivative: centennial-ly, adv.

center, centre, n. — F. centre, fr. L. centrum, fr.

Gk. x^vxpov, 'point, prickle, spike, ox goad,
point round which a circle is described', from the

stem of K^xELv, 'to prick, goad', whence also

xEvxwp, 'a goader, driver', x£<tx6c; (for *xsvx-

xoc), 'embroidered', x^axpS, 'pickax', xovx6i;,

'pole', fr. L-E. base *kent-, 'to prick', whence
also Bret, kentr, Olr. cinteir, 'a spur', OHG.
hantag, 'sharp, pointed', Lett, sits, 'hunter's

spear', situ, sist, 'to strike', W. cethr, 'nail'. Cp.
centrifugal, centripetal, concentrate, eccentric,

Dicentra, paracentesis. Cp. also cestrum, cestus,

'girdle', kent, 'a pole', quant, 'a pole'.

Derivatives: center, centre, intr. and tr. v., cen-

ter-ing, centr-ing, centre-ing, n.

centesimal, adj., counting by hundredths. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. centesima(pars),

'a hundredth (part)', fr. centum, 'a hundred'.

See cent (in both senses).

centi-, combining form meaning 'one hundred',

or 'a hundredth part'. — L. centi-, fr. centum,

'a hundred'. See cent, 'a hundred'.

centigrade, adj. — Compounded of centi- and
gradus, 'degree'. See -grade,

centigram, centigramme, n. — F. centigramme,

compounded of centi- and gramme, fr. Gk.
Ypa|ji(jia, 'that which is written'. See centi- and
-gram,

centiliter, centilitre, n.— F. centilitre, compound-
ed of centi- and litre. See centi- and liter,

centillion, n. — Formed fr. centi- on the analogy

of million (q.v.) See also billion,

centime, n. — F., formed fr. cent, 'a hundred', on
the analogy of decime, 'one tenth (of a franc)',

fr. L. decima (pars), 'tenth (part)', fr. decem,

'ten'. See cent, 'a hundred', and decimal,

centimeter, centimetre, n. — F. centimetre, com-
pounded of centi- and metre. See centi- and

-meter,

centipede, n. — F. centipede, fr. L. centipeda,

'centipede, many-footed insect', compounded
of centum, 'a hundred', and pes, gen. pedis,

'foot'. See centi- and pedal,

centner, n., commercial hundredweight. — G.,

fr. L. centendrius, 'relating to a hundred'. See

centenarian and cp. kantar.

cento, n., a composition made up of selections

from different works. — L. cento, 'patchwork',

cogn. with OL kanthd, 'patched garment', OHG.
hadara, MHG., G. hader, 'rag' [cp., with -/-

formative element, MHG. hadel (whence F.

haillon), 'rag']. Gk. xsvxptov, 'piece of patch-

work', is a loan word fr. L. cento, and was in-

fluenced in form by x^ptov, 'one that deserves

the goad (= xtwxpov)'. Cp Centuncolos.
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central, adj. — L. centralis, 'pertaining to a cen-

ter', fr. centrum; first used by the philosopher

of the Cambridge Platonist school, Henry More

(1614-87), in 1647. See center and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: central, n., central-ism, n., central-

ist, n., central-ist-ic, adj., central-ity, n., central-

ize, tr. and intr. v., central-iz-ation, n., central-ly,

adv., central-ness, n.

centric, centrical, adj. — Gk. xevxpix6<;, fr. x^v-

xpov. See center and -ic and cp. anthropocentric,

egocentric, geocentric, heliocentric, paracentric.

Derivatives: centrical-ly, adv., centric-ity, n.

centrifugal, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

ModL. centrifugus, 'fleeing from the center',

which was coined by Sir Isaac Newton from L.

centrum, 'center', and fugere, 'to flee from'. See

center and fugacious and cp. centripetal.

Derivatives: centrifugal, n., centrifugal-ize, tr.v.,

centrifug-al-ly, adv.

centrifuge, n., a rotary machine. — F., fr. centri-

fuge, 'centrifugal', fr. ModL. centrifugus. See

prec. word.

centripetal, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

ModL. centripetus, 'tending toward the center',

which was coined by Sir Isaac Newton fr. L.

centrum, 'center', and petere, 'to fall upon,

move toward, seek'. See center, petition and cp.

centrifugal.

Derivative: centripetal-ly, adv.

centro-, combining form meaning 'center, cen-

tral'. — L., fr. Gk. xEvxpo-, fr. xsvxpov, 'cen-

ter'. See center.

centrobaric, adj., relating to the center of gravity.

— Fr. Gk. xa xsvxpopapixa, title of a treatise

of Archimedes on the center of gravity, com-

pounded of xsvxpov, 'center', and pipo.;,

'weight'. See center, baro- and -ic.

Centrosema, n., name of a genus of the family

Fabaceae (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

x£vxpov, 'spur', and a^pia, 'sign, standard'. See

center and semantics.

centrosome, n., a minute body occurring in the

cytoplasm (biol.)—Coined by the German zool-

ogist Theodor Boveri (1862-19 15) in 1888 from

Gk. xcvxpov, 'center', and aco(xa, 'body'. See

centro- and soma, 'body'.

centumvir, n., one of a court of one hundred jud-

ges or jurors (Roman hist.)— L., compoiuided

of centum, 'a hundred', and vir, 'man'. See cent,

'a hundred', and virile.

Centunculus, n., a genus of the primrose family

(bot.) — L. centunculus, 'bindweed, knotweed,

patch', formed fr. cento, 'patchwork', with di-

min. suff. -unculus. See c«nto and -uncle.

centuple, adj., a hundred times as much, a

himdredfold. — F., fr. L. centuplus, 'a himdred-

fold', lit. 'folded a hundred times', formed fr.

centum, 'a himdred', with suff. -plus, 'fold', on

analogy of du-plus, 'double', fr. duo, 'two'. See

double.

Derivatives: centuple, tr. v., centupl-y, adv.

centiiplkate, tr. v., to make a himdredfold. —

L. centuplicdtus, pp. of centuplicare, 'to increase

a himdredfold', fr. centuplex, gen. centuplicis,

'a hundredfold', which is compounded of cen-

tum, 'a hundred', and -plex, gen. -plicis, '-fold',

from the stem of plicare, 'to fold, bend'. See

ply, 'to bend', and cp. plicate.

Derivative: centuplicat-ion, n.

centuplicate, adj. and n., a hundredfold. — L.

centuplicdtus. See prec. word.

centurion, n., a captain commanding a hundred

men in the Roman army. — L. centurio, gen.

-onis, 'commander of a century', fr. centuria.

See next word and cp. decurion.

century, n. — L^ centuria, 'a parcel or division

of a hundred things of one kind'; formed fr.

centum, 'a hundred', on the analogy of decu-

ria, 'a company of ten' (fr. decem, 'ten'). See

cent, 'a hundred', and cp. decury.

ceorl, n., a churl. — OE. See churl.

cephal-, form of cephalo- before a vowel.

cephalalgia, cephalalgy, n., headache (med) —
L., fr. Gk. xE9aXaXYia, which is compounded

of xE(paX-r;, 'head', and SXyoq, 'pain'. See cephalic

and -algia.

Cephalanthus, n., a genus of plants of the madder

family (bot) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

xEipaXy], 'head', and &v^oq, 'flower'. See cephalic

and anther.

cephalate, adj., having a head. — See cephalic

and adj. suff. -ate.

cephalic, adj., pertaining to the head. — F. ce-

phalique, fr. L. cephalicus, fr. Gk. xEcpaXtx6?,

'pertaining to the head', fr. xstpaXifj, 'head', dis-

similated fr. *yz<fakr\, fr. I.-E. base *ghebH-,

whence also Toch. A spdl-, 'head', Goth, gibla,

ON. gafl, 'gable', OE. gafol, 'fork'. See gable

and -ic and cp. Acanthocephala, acephalous,

acrocephalic, anencephalic, autocephalous, bi-

cephalous, Bucephalus, dolichocephalic, Draco-

cephalum, encephalic, encephalon, Enchelyce-

phali, hydrocephalus, isocephalic, macrocephalic,

megaceplialic, mesocephalic, microcephalous,

orthocephalic.

cephalic vein (anat.) — ML. vena cephalica, fr.

Arab, al-qifal, fr. al-, 'the', and qifdl, a word of

uncertain origin, which was confused by the

translators of Avicenna with Gk. y.ztfo.Xr^, 'head'

(whence xecpaXixd?, 'pertaining to the head, see

prec. word). The word cephalic in its above

sense appears first in a translation of Avicenna

by Armegandus Blasius de Montepessulano in

1564. See Joseph Hyrtl, Das Arabische und

HebraischeinderAnatomic,Wien, 1 879, p. 96-98.

cephalo-, before a vowel cephal-, combining form

meaning 'head, with reference to the head'. —
Gk. xc9(iXo-, xeipixX-, fr. xEtpaXv), 'head'. See

cephalic.

cephaloid, adj., shaped like a head. — Gk. xEipa-

XoeiSt)?, fr. xeipaXT], 'head', and -osiStjc;, 'like',

fr. tZSo;, 'form, shaf»e'. See cephalic and -old.

cepbalopod, n., one of the C)ephalopoda. — See

next word.



Cephalopoda

Cephalopoda, n. pi., a class of moUusks, including

the cuttlefish, squid, octopus, etc. (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of xetpaXy), 'head', and
TTO'Jc, gen. TtroSo?, 'foot'. See cephalic and -pod.

cephalothorax, n., the united head and thorax

(of spiders and crustaceans) (zoo/.) — See ce-

phalo- and thorax.

Cephalotus, n., a genus of Australian plants (bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. xecpaXwrii;, 'having a head,

headed', fr. xscpaX-rj, 'head'. See cephalic,

cephalous, adj., having a head. — See -cephalous.

-cephalous, combining form meaning 'having

(such and such) a head'. — Gk. -aicfaXoq (as in

^axpoxEcpxXog, 'long-headed'), fr. >tEcpaXT),'head'

.

See cephalic. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk.

-oc, see -ous.

cer-, form of cero- before a vowel.

ceraceous, adj., waxy. — Formed with sufT.

-aceous fr. L. cera, 'wax'. See cere, n.

cerago, n., beebread.— Formed fr. L. cera, 'wax'.

See cere, n.

ceral, adj., pertaining to wax. — Formed with

adj. suflF. -al fr. L. cera, 'wax'. See cere, n.

Ceramiaceae, n. pi., a family of algae (bol.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. Ceramium.

ceramiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

ceramic, adj., i) of pottery; 2) of ceramics. —
Gk. y,£pa|xix6;, 'of pottery, made of earthen-

ware', fr. xepauio?, 'earthen vessel, jar, potter's

clay, pottery', a pre-Hellenic word derived from

a language of Asia Minor and not cognate with

L. cremare, 'to burn'. See Kretschmer, Glotta,

II, 284, and Schrader, Reallexikon der indo-

germanischen Altertumskunde IP, 694. Cp.

Ceramium, and the second clement in Inoce-

ramus.

ceramics, n., i) the art of making pottery, earth-

enware, of porcelain, etc. ; 2) objects made of

any of these materials.— See prec. word and -ics.

Ceramium, n., a genus of red algae (bol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. y.epi[iiov, dimin. of xspajio?,

'earthen vessel, jar'. See ceramic,

cerargyrite, n., a synonym of hornsilver. — Com-
pounded of Gk. zepa;, 'horn' (see cerato-),

apv'jpo;, 'silver' (see argyro-), and subst. suff.

-ite.

cerastes, n., the horned viper (zoo/.)— L. cerastes,

'a horned serpent', fr. Gk. xEpao-n)?, 'horned;

a horned serpent', fr. xspa?, 'horn'. See cerato-.

Cerastium, n., a genus of plants of the chickweed

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. y.epiaz-r^c,

'horned" (see prec. word); so called from the

shape of the pod.

cerate, n., a kind of ointment consisting of wax,

lard, oil and other ingredients. — L. cerdtum,

prop. neut. pp. of ccrdre, 'to cover with wax',

fr. cera. Sec cere, n., and adj. suff. -ate.

ccratcd, adj., waxed. — Formed with suff. -ed fr.

L. ceratus, pp. of cerdre, 'to wax', fr. cera. See
cere, n.

cerato-, kerato-, before a vowel cerat-, kerat-,

combining form meaning 'horn, homy'. — Gk.
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xsparo-, xepaT-, fr. xspa?, gen. y.kpy.xoq, 'horn',

which is cogn. with L. cormi, 'horn', fr. I.-E.

base *ker-, 'the uppermost part of the body,

head, horn, top, summit'. See horn and cp.

carat, cervine, crio-, keratin. Cp. also Acera-

terium, Acerates and the second element in

Dicruridae, Dinoceras, Megaceros, rhinoceros,

Trlceratops.

Ceratodus, n., a genus of fishes, the barramunda
(ichthyoid— ModL., compounded of Gk. xepa?,

gen. Kspaxoi;, 'horn', and -oSoii?, '-toothed',

fr. oSmv, 'tooth'. See cerato- and odonto-.

Ceratophyllaceae, n. pi., the hornwort family

(bot.) — Formed fr. Ceratophyllum with sufT.

-aceae.

ceratophyllaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Ceratophyllum, n., a genus of plants, the horn-

wort (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'with hornlike leaves',

fr. Gk. y.ipaLQ, gen. vApaioc,, 'horn', and cpuXXov,

'a leaf (see cerato- and phyllo-); so called be-

cause the sessile leaves are divided into hard,

threadlike, parts.

cerauno-, kerauno-, a combining form meaning

'thunderbolt'. — Gk. xepauvo-, fr. xspauvot;,

'thunderbolt, lightning', which stands for "^xepa-

f(£)v6t;, lit. 'smasher, crusher', rcl. to xepat^Eiv

(for *xepafiJ^eiv), 'to lay waste', and cogn.

with L. caries, 'decay, rottenness'. See caries

and cp. the second element in sincere.

ceraunograph, keraunograph, n., an instrument

for recording thunderstorms and lightnings. —
Compounded of cerauno- and Gk. -ypacpot;, fr.

ypatpetv, 'to write'. See -graph.

Cerberus, n. (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Kep-

^epoq, which is prob. cogn. with OI. karbardh,

sdrvaraft, sabdlafi, 'spotted, speckled' (whence

Sabdlah, name of one of the two dogs of Yama).
cercaria, n., a larval stage of trematode worms
(zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xfpxo;, 'tail'. See

cercus and -aria and cp. next word.

Cercis, n., a genus of shrubs and trees, the red-

bud, the Judas tree (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

xEpxt;, 'weaver's shuttle; the Judas tree', which

is prob. a dimin. of xspxoc, 'tail'. See cercus.

Ccrcopithecus, n., a genus of long-tailed mon-
keys (zool.) — L. ccrcopithecus, fr. Gk. xspxo-

Triftrixoc, 'a long-tailed monkey', which is com-
pounded of xspxoc, 'tail', and 7riT>-/;xo;, 'mon-

key'. See cercus and Pithecanthropus,

cercus, n., either of a pair of anal appendages

found in many insects (entomol.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. xcpxo;, 'tail', which is of unknown origin.

Cp. cercaria, Cercis, the first element in carrack

and in Cercopithecus, and the second element in

cysticercus. Cp. also the first element in Cecrops.

cere, n., a waxUke protuberance at the base of the

bill of some birds. — F. cire, fr. L. cera, 'wax',

which is a loan word fr. Gk. xT)p6i;, 'beeswax,

wax', whence XTjptov, 'honeycomb'. Gk. xTr)p6i;

is of uncertain etymology. It is perh. cogn. with

Lith. korys, 'honeycomb', Lett, kdre, 'honey in
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the comb'. Cp. cere, v., cerement, Cereus, Ce-

rinthe, Cerion, cerumen, ceruse, cierge, ciruela,

Kerite, and the second element in adipoceres,

meliceris, ozocerite, tricerion.

cere, tr. v., to wrap in a cerecloth. — ¥^ cirer, 'to

cover with wax', fr. cire, 'wax', fr. L. cera. See

cere, n.

Derivative: cer-ed, adj.

cereal, adj. and n. — L. Ceredlis, dissimil. fr.

*Cererdlis, 'pertaining to Ceres', fr. Ceres, gen.

Cereris, 'Ceres', name of the Italian goddess of

agriculture, prop, 'goddess of growth', fr. I.-E.

base *ker-, *kere-, 'to grow', whence also h.cre-

scere, 'to grow', credre, 'to create', Oscan. caria,

'bread', Gk. xopcvvuvai, 'to satisfy, fill with a

thing' (whence xopo;, 'one's fill, satiety'). Arm.

serm, sermn, 'seed, shoot, sprout', serem, 'I prod-

uce'. Alb. &jer, 'acorn', &JerE, 'lentil' (lit.

'food'), Lith. seriu, serti, 'to feed', OPruss. ser-

men, 'funeral repast', OHG. hirsi, hirso, 'millet'.

Cp. herd. Cp. also Ceres, accrue, create, cre-

ature, Creole, crescendo, crescent, decrease, ex-

crescent, increase, increment, procreate, recreate,

recruit. Cp. also cerium. For the ending see adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: cereal-ian, cereal-ic, adjs., cereal-

ism, n., cereal-ist, n.

cerebellunv, n., the hinder part of the brain (anat.

and zool.) — L., dimin. of cerebrum. See

cerebrum.

cerebr-, form of cerebro- before a vowel.

cerebral, adj., pertaining to the brain. — F. cere-

bral, fr. L. cerebrum. See cerebrum and adj. suff.

-al.

cerebrate, intr. v., to use one's brain; to think. —
See cerebrum and verbal sufT. -ate.

Derivative: cerebrat-ion, n.

cerebric, adj., pertaining to the brain. — Formed
with suff. -ic fr. L. cerebrum. See cerebrum.

cerebro-, before a vowel cerebr-, combining form

denoting the braiit. — Fr. L. cerebrum. See

cerebrum.

cerebrose, n., galactose obtained from cerebro-

sides (biochem.) — Formed fr. cerebrum with

subst. suff. -ose.

cerebroside, n., glucoside occurring in brain and
nerve tissue (biochem.)— Formed fr. prec. word
with sufT. -ide.

cerebrum, n., the main part of the brain (anat. and
zool.) — L. cerebrum, 'brain' (prob. for *ker^s-

rom), fr. I.-E. base *ker-, 'the uppermost part

of the body, head, horn, top, summit', whence
also 01. siras, 'head, summit', sirsdm, 'head',

Avestic sarah-, ModPers. sar, 'head', Arm. sar,

'top', Homeric Gk. xSp, 'head'. Ion. xdcpr,, Att.

xapa, xpi; (poetic form for xipa). Ion. xapr;vov,

Att. and Dor. xapavov, 'head', Gk. xpSviov,

'skull', ON. hjarni, Du. hersenen, OHG. hirni,

MHG. hirne, G. Hirn, Gehirn, 'brain'. Cp.
cranium and words there referred to. Cp. also

cernuous, cervical, cheer, coryphaeus, the first

element in cervelat, charivari, sarangousty.

saveloy, seerband, seerpaw, serang, seraskier,

sircar and the second element in mahseer. Cp.

also horn and words there referred to.

cerecloth, n. — Compounded of cere, v., and
cloth.

cerement, n., a shroud. — Orig. 'waxed shroud',

fr. F. cirement, 'a waxing', fr. circr, 'to wax',

fr. cire, 'wax'. See cere and -ment.

ceremonious, adj. — F. ceremonieux (fem. cere-

monieuse), fr. Late L. caerimduiosus, fr. L.

caerimonia. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: ceremom'ous-ly, adv., ceremonious-

ness, n.

ceremony, n. — OF. ceremonie (F. ceremonie), fr.

L. caerimonia, 'sacred usage, ceremony', prob.

orig. meaning 'the rites performed by the Etrus-

can pontiffs at Caere (near Rome)'. See Sexti

Pompei Festi de verborum significatu quae su-

persunt cum Pauli epitome, Lipsiae, 1880. For

the ending see suff. -mony and cp. words there

referred to. The word ceremony was introduced

into English by Wycliffe.

Derivatives: ceremoni-al, adj. and n., ceremoni-

al-ism, n., ceremoni-al-ist, n., ceremoni-al-ize,

tr. v., ceremonious (q.v.)

Ceres, n., Italian goddess of agriculture, iden-

tified with the Greek goddess Demetcr (Roman
mythol.) — L. Ceres. See cereal.

Cereus, n., a genus of cacti (bot.) — L. cereus,

'wax candle', fr. cera, 'wax' (see cere, n.); so

called from the shape suggestive of a wax candle.

cerevis, n., a small cap worn by German students.

— G., fr. L. cervisia, cervesia, 'beer", a word

of Gaulish origin. See cervisia.

eerie, adj., containing cerium (cheni.) — Formed

fr. cerium with suff. -ic.

Cerinthe, n., a genus of plants of the borage

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. cerintha, cerinthe,

'the waxflower', fr. Gk. xr)pi,v_!>o?, 'beebread',

which was prob. formed fr. xriprk, 'wax", with

suff. -ivS^o;. See cere, n.

Cerion, n., a genus of snails (zool.)— Gk. xT,pi(jv,

'honeycomb', fr. ia]p6c„ 'beeswax'. See cere, n.

ceriph, serif, n., a horizontal line at the top or

bottom of a capital letter. — Prob. fr. Du.

schreef, 'stroke, dash', which is rel. to schrijven,

'to write', fr. L. scribere. See scribe and cp.

sanserif.

cerise, n., cherry color. — F. cerise, 'cherry". See

cherry.

cerite, n., a hydrous silicate of cerium (chem.) —
Formed fr. cerium with subst. sufT. -ite.

cerium, n., a metallic element. — ModL., con-

tracted fr. cererium, a name coined by the Swe-

dish chemist Baron Jons Jakob Berzelius (i 779-

1848) after the asteroid Ceres, discovered in

1 80 1, which was called after the Roman goddess

Ceres. See Ceres. For the ending of cerium

see chem. suff. -ium.

cernuous, adj., bowing downward (said of the

bell or cup of flowers) — L. cernuus, 'with the

face toward the earth', standing for *kers-n-



owos and rel. to cerebrum, 'brain'. See cere-

brum. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

suflF. -ous.

cero, n., a fish of the mackerel family. — Cor-

ruption of Sp. sierra, 'saw, sawfish', fr. L. serra,

'saw'. See serra.

cero-, before a vowel cer-, combining form mean-

ing 'wax, waxy'. — Gk. xripo-, xTjp-, fr. x-/ip6?,

'beeswax, wax'. See cere, n.

cerograph, n., a writing or painting on wax. —
See next word.

cerography, n., the art of making cerographs on

wax. — Gk. KT]poYpa9ia, fr. yaipo-fpixtfeXv, 'to

write or paint on wax', fr. xyjpo?, 'wax', and

ypatpsiM, 'to write'. See cere, n., and -graphy.

Derivatives: cerograph-ic, cerograph-ic-al, adjs.,

cerograph-ist, n.

cerolite, n., a hydrous magnesium silicate (min-

eral) — Compounded of cero- and -lite; so

called in allusion to its waxy appearance.

ceroplastic, adj., pertaining to modeling in wax.

— Gk. >t7)po7T>,a<iTix6?, 'pertaining to molding in

wax', fr. xyipoTiXaaTO?, 'molded in wax', fr. xv)-

po;, 'wax', and TtXaaaetv, 'to mold'. See cero-

and plastic,

ceroplastics, n., the art of modeling in wax. —
See prec. word and -ics.

cerous, adj., containing cerium (chem.)— Formed

fr. cerium with suff . -ous.

cerrero, adj., wild (said of horses). — Sp., fr.

cerro, 'neck of an animal', fr. L. cirrus, 'curl,

lock, the hair on the forehead of a horse'. See

cirrus,

cerris, n., a kind of oak, the Turkey oak. —
ModL., fr. L. cerrus, a word of Hamitic origin.

See Schuchardt, Sitzungsberichte der Akademie

der Wissenschaften in Wien, i88, 4. Abhand-

lung, 18 f.

certain, adj. — ME., fr. OF. certain, certein (F.

certain), fr. VL. *certdnus (whence also Olt.,

OSp. certano, OProveni;. certan), fr. L. certus,

'determined, resolved, sure, certain' (whence

OF., OProven?. cert, It. certo, Sp. cierto,

'certain'), which stands for *cri-los and is rel.

to cerno (= *crino), cernere, pp. cretus, 'to

separate, sift, distinguish, discern, understand,

decide', and cogn. with Gk. xpfveiv (*for xpt-

viEiv), 'to separate, pick out, decide, judge',

xpiTo?, 'picked out, chosen, excellent' (prop,

verbal adj. of xptveiv), xpixr;;, 'judge', xptm;,

'a separating, putting apart, a decision', L.

cribrum (for *qrei-dhrom), 'sieve', discrimen,

'distinction, difference, interval', excrementum,

what is sifted out, refuse', W. gogrynu, 'to

sift', gogr, gwagr, 'sieve', Mir. crith, 'division',

crich, 'border, boundary', OE. hridder, hriddel,

'sieve', Goth, hrains, OHG. hreini, MHG. reine,

G. rein, ON. hreinn, OS. hreni, 'clean, pure'.

All these words are derivatives of l.-E. base

*{s)q{e)re(i)-, 'to separate'. See riddle, 'sieve',

and cp. acrisia, ascertain, certify, certitude, con-

cern, crayon, cribriform, crisis, criterion, critic.
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decern, decree, decretal, diacritical, discern,

discriminate, eccrlnology, endocrine, excrement,

excrete, garble, hypocrisy, hypocrite, recrement,

secern, secret. Base *(,s)q(e)re(i)-, is an enlarge-

ment of base *{s)qer-, 'to cut', whence Gk. xei-

psfj (for *xEp-ieiv), 'to cut', L. card, 'flesh, meat',

orig. 'a piece'. See carnal.

Derivatives: certain, n., certain-ly, adv.

certainty, n. — OF. certainete, fr. certain. See

prec. word and -ty.

certes, adv. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) certes, fr.

VL. certas, corresponding to L. certo, 'certain-

ly', fr. certus. See certain.

certificate, n.— F. certificat, fr. ML. certificatum,

neut. of certificatus, pp. of certificare. See certify

and adj. suff. -ate.

certificate, tr. v. — ML. certificatus, pp. of certi-

ficare. See prec. word.

certification, n. — F., fr. ML. certificationem,

ace. of certificatio, fr. certificatus, pp. of certi-

ficare. See certify and -ation.

certify, tr. v. — F. certifier, fr. ML. certificare,

'to certify', lit. 'to make certain', compounded

of L. certus, 'sure, certain', and -ficdre,ir.facere,

'to make, do'. See certain, and -fy.

Derivatives: certifi-able, adj., certifi-able-ness,

n., certifi-abl-y, adv., certifi-ed, adj., certifi-er, n.

certiorari, n., a writ from a superior to an in-

ferior court, calling up the records of a case

{law). — L. certiorari, pass. pres. infin. of cer-

tiordre, 'to certify, inform', lit. 'to make more

certain', fr. certior, compar. of certus, 'sure,

certain' (see certain and -ior); so called from

the word certiorari occurring in the Latin text

of the writ {certiorari volumus, 'we wish to be

certified').

certiorate, tr. v., to certify. — L. certiordtus, pp.

of certidrdre. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

certitude, n. — F., fr. Late L. certitudinem, ace.

of certitadd, fr. L. certus, 'sure, certain'. Cp. It.

certitudine, OProven?. sertetut, Catal. certitut,

Sp. certidumbre, and see certain and -tude.

The word certitude was introduced into French

by Nicole Oresme, bishop of Lisieux (about

1330-1382).

cerulean, adj., sky-blue. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. caeruleus, 'dark blue, azure', prob. dis-

similated fr. *caeluleus and lit. meaning 'sky-

color', fr. caelulum, dimin. of caelum, 'sky'. See

celestial,

cerumen, n., earwax (physiol.) — Medical L.,

coined by the Swiss anatomist Gaspard Bauhin

(1560-1624) fr. L. cera, 'wax' (see cere, n.), on

analogy of albumen, 'white of the egg' (see al-

bumen). Cp. J. Hyrtl, Onomatologia ana-

tomica, p. 104.

Derivative: cerumin-ous, adv.

cerumini-, combining form meaning earwax. —
See prec. word.

ceruse, n., white lead. — F. ceruse, fr. L. cerussa,

which is of uncertain origin. It is perh. bor-

rowed fr. Gk. •x7)p660oa (fern.), 'waxen', taken

I

I
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in the sense of 'white-colored', fr. xvjpoi;, 'bees-

wax'. See cere, n.

cerussite, n., lead carbonate {mineral.)— Formed

fr. L. cera.jia (see prec. word) with subst. suff. -ite.

cervantite, n., an antimony oxide {mineral) —
Named after Cervantes, a town in Spain. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

cervelat, n., a saveloy sausage. — Fr. earlier F.

cervelat (F. cervelas), fr. It. cervellato. See

saveloy.

cervical, adj., pertaining to the neck. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. cervix, gen. -ids, 'neck'.

The first element of this word is prob. rel. to

cerebrum, 'brain', and the second, to the base of

vincire, 'to bind'. Accordingly L. cervix lit.

means 'that which binds or fixes the head'. See

cerebrum and vinculum.

cervicitis, n., inflammation of the cervix uteri

{med.)— A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. cer-

vix (see prec. word) and -itis, a suff. of Greek

origin.

cervico-, before a vowel cervic-, combining form

meaning 'cervical'. — Fr. L. cervix, gen. cervi-

cis, 'neck'. See cervical.

cervid, adj., pertaining to the Cervidae. — See

next word.

Cervidae, n. pi., a family of mammals, the deer

{zool.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L.

cervus, 'deer'. See next word.

cervine, adj., pertaining to the deer family {zool.)

— L. cervinus, 'pertaining to the deer', fr. cervus,

'deer', prop, 'the horned animal'. Cp. Gk. xlpai;,

L. cornu, 'horn', and see Isidorus, Etymologiae,

12, I, 18: cervl dicti dTro ™v xepiiTcov ('called

cervi from their x^pSxa, i.e. 'antlers'). See cerato-

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also serval

and the second element in Rucervine. Cp. also

hart. For the ending of cervine see -ine (repre-

senting L. -inus).

cervisia, n., beer. — L. cervisia, cervesia, 'beer', of

Gaulish origin; cp. Mir. coirm, cuirm, 'beer'.

Cp. cerevis.

Derivative: cervisi-al, adj.

Cervus, n., the genus of deers {zool.) — L. cervus,

'deer'. See cervine.

cesarevitch, n., title of the eldest son of the czar,

or of the heir to the Russian throne. — Russ.

tsesarevitch, fr. tsesar, earlier form of tsar,

'czar'. See czar and cp. czarevitch.

cesium, also caesium, n., a rare alkaline metal

(chem.) — ModL. caesium, coined by Robert

Wilhekn Bunsen (1811-99) and Gustav Robert

Kirchhoff (1824-87) in i860 fr. L. caesius,

'bluish gray* (see caesious); so called by them
in allusion to the two blue lines of its spectrum.

cespitose, adj., turfy. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ose from L. caespes, gen. caespitis, 'turf,

sod cut out, knot, knob; clump'. The orig.

meaning seems to have been 'something cut off',

which makes a connection between caespes and

L. caedere, 'to cut', very likely; see cement. See

Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I, p. 134.

cess, n., a tax.— Fr. earlier sess, which is aphetic

for assess.

Derivatives : cess, tr. v., cess-er, n.

cessation, n., a ceasing. — F., fr. L. cessdtionem,

ace. of cessdtid, 'a tarrying, delaying', fr. ces-

sdtus, pp. of cessdre, 'to tarry, delay'. See cease

and -ation.

cesser, n., a ceasing of liability {law.) — OF.

cesser, infin. used as a noun, fr. L. cessdre, 'to

cease'. See cease. For the subst. use of the in-

finitive cp. attainder and words there referred to.

cession, n., a ceding. — F., fr. L. cessid, gen.

-onis, 'a giving up, surrendering', fr. cess-{um),

pp. stem of cedere, 'to go away, yield, give up'.

See cede and -ion.

cessionary, n., an assignee. — ML. cessidndrius,

fr. L. cessid, gen. -dnis. See cession and -ary.

cesspool, n., areceptacle for refuse.—Compound-

ed of cess (which is prob. aphetic for recess)

and pool.

cesta, n., a basket.— Sp., fr. L. cesta, 'chest, box',

fr. Gk. xtCTTT), of s.m. See chest.

Cestoda, n. pi., a class of worms, the tapeworms

{zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xecttoi;, 'girdle', and

-coSr)?, 'like'. See next word.

cestode, cestoid, n., tapeworm. — Formed with

suff. -ode, resp. -old, fr. Gk. xeaxoi;, 'girdle'. See

cestus, 'girdle'.

cestrwn,n., a graving tool. — L.,fr. Gk. xsoTpov,

which stands for xevT-xpov, from the stem of

xevretv, 'to prick, goad'. See center.

Cestrum, n., a genus of plants of the potato

family (Solanaceae) {hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

x£aTpov, 'betony'.

cestui, pron., 'he, the one', used in legal phrases

(as in cestui que trust or cestui qui trust, the

beneficiary of a trust). — AF. and OF. cestui,

'that one', fr. VL. *ecce istui, 'behold this one'.

For the etymology of ecce see ecce homo. VL.

*istui corresponds to L. isti, dat. of iste, 'this

one', which is compounded of is, 'he, the same'

(see idem), and the pronominal base *te-.

cestus, n., a covering for the hand used by Roman
boxers {Roman antiq.) — L. caestus, for *caed-

stus, lit. 'strap for striking', fr. caedere, 'to

strike'. See cement.

cestus, n., a girdle {Greek and Roman antiq) —
L., fr. Gk. xcfTTo;, 'embroidered; girdle', which

stands for 'xevt-to?, from the stem of xevteiv,

'to prick, goad'. See center and cp. next word.

Cestus, n., a genus of ribbon-shaped jelly fishes

{ichthyol.) — ModL., fr. prec. word.

Cetacea, n., pi., an order of aquatic mammals,

the whale, porpoise, etc. (zool.) — ModL.,

formed with suff. -acea fr. L. cetus, 'whale' , fr. Gk.

xTJToq, which is of uncertain origin. Cp. the

second element in spermaceti.

cetacean, cetaceous, adj., pertaining to the order

of Cetacea; n., an animal pertaining to this or-

der. — Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -an,

resp. -ous.

cetene, n., unsaturated hydrocarbon (chem.) —
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Formed with suff. -ene fr. L. cetus, 'whale'. See

Cetacea.

cetin, n., a crystalline fat forming the chief com-
ponent in spermaceti (chem.) — Formed with

chem. suflf. -In fr. L. cetus, 'whale'. See Cetacea.

cetology, n., that part of zoology which deals

with the whales. — Compounded of Gk. xtjtoi;,

'whale' (see ceto-), and -XoviS, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

cetyl, n., a univalent radical, CuHj,, occurring

in spermaceti, beeswax (chem.) — Formed with

sufT. -yl fr. L. cetus, 'whale'. See Cetacea.

chabazite, chabasite, n., a hydrous silicate (mi-

neral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk.

Xocpit^'s (occurring in the poem riepi. Xt^'^ojv

ascribed to Orpheus), an erroneous reading for

XaXa!^',£, vocative of xaXal^io?, name of a pre-

cious stone, lit. 'resembling hailstone', fr. jii.\aZ,a,

'hail, hailstone'. See chalaza.

chablis, n. , light, white Burgundy wine.— Named
from Chablis, a town in the Department of

Yonne in France.

chabot, n., the fish called miller's thumb (her^ —
P., 'miller's thumb', also 'bullhead', fr. earlier

cahot, fr. OProveng. cabotz, 'a large-headed

(fish)', fr. VL. *capoceus, fr. L. caput, 'head'. See

capital, adj., and cp. Capito.

chabouk, chabuk, n., a long whip. — Pers. chdbug,

'a whip'. Cp. chawbuck, sjambok.

cha-cha, also cha-cha-cha, n., a dance in 3-beat

rhythm. — Amer. Sp. cha-cha-cha.

chacma, n., a South African baboon. — Hot-

tentot.

chaconne, n., a slow Spanish dance. — F., fr. Sp.

chacomi, a kind of Spanish dance, prob. fr.

Basque chucun, 'pretty'.

Chaenactis, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

/-xivEiv, 'to gape, yawn' and dxTtc, 'ray'. The
first element is cogn. with L. hiare, 'to gape,

yawn', OE. gaiiian, 'to yawn'; see yawn and cp.

achenc, chama. For the second element see

actinic.

Chaenolobus, n,, a genus of plants of the thistle

family (6of.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

XaivEtv, "to gape, yawn', and Xo'^oc,, 'lobe'. See

prec. word and lobe.

Chaenomeles, n., a genus of plants of the apple

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

yx'-vs'-v, 'to gape, yawn', and ;j.f,>.ov, 'apple'.

See Chaenactis and Malus.

chaeto-, before a vowel chaet-, combining form

meaning 'spine' or 'bristle'. — Fr. Gk. yxi-rr^,

'long flowing hair, mane', which is cogn. with

Avcstic gaesa-, 'curly hair', Ir. gaoisideacli,

'hair'. Cp. achaetous and the second element in

spirochete, Coleochaete, Oligochaeta.

Chaetodon, n., a genus of fishes having spiny fins

(iciuhyol.) — ModL., compounded of chaet-

and Gk. oScov, gen. 686vto;, 'tooth'. See odonto-.

chaetopod, adj., pertaining to the Chaetopoda;

n., a chaetopod worm. — See next word.

Chaetopoda, n. pi., a class of annelids or seg-

mented worms (zool.) — ModL., compounded
of chaeto- and Gk. ttoui;, gen. TtoSo?, 'foot'. See

-poda.

chafe, tr. v., i) to warm by rubbing; 2) to irritate

by rubbing; 3) to irritate; intr. v., i) to rub;

2) to become or be irritated. — ME. chaufer,

fr. OF. chaufer (F. chauffer), fr. VL. *calefdre

(whence also OProven?. caifar), fr. L. calefacere,

'to make warm, to heat', which is compounded
of calere, 'to be warm' a.nAfacere, 'to make, do'.

See caldron and fact and cp. calefacient, calo-

rific. Cp. also chafT, 'to banter', chauffeur, re-

chauffe.

Derivatives: chafe, n., cftafer (q.v.)

chafer, n., a vessel for heating. — Formed fr.

chafe with agential suff. -er. Cp. chauffer.

chafer, n., a beetle. — ME., fr. OE. ceafor, rel.

to OS. kevera, Du. kever, OHG. chevar, MHG.
kever, G. Kafer, lit. 'gnawer'. Cp. MHG. kiven,

Du. keveren, 'to gnaw', OE. ceafi, ME. chavel,

G. Kiefer, 'jaw', and see jowl, 'jaw'.

chaff, n., husk of grain. — ME. citaf, fr. OE. ceaf,

rel. to MDu., Du. kaf, G. Kaff, and prob. also

to OHG. cheva, MHG. keve, 'husk'.

Derivatives: chaff, tr. v., chaff-y, adj.

chaff, tr. v., to banter. — Prob. a var. of chafe.

chaffer, n., a bargain.— ME. cheapfare, chapfare,

chaffare, fr. OE. ceap, 'price, bargain' and faru,

'going, journey, proceeding'. For the first ele-

ment see chapman, cheap, for the second see

fare.

chaffer, intr. v., to bargain. — ME. chaff'aren,

fr. cliaffare, 'bargain'. See prec. word.

Derivative: chaffer-er, n.

chaffinch, n. — OE. ceaffinc. See chaff and finch.

chagrin, n., mortification. — F., 'grief, sorrow,

affliction', of uncertain origin.

Derivative: chagrin, tr. v.

chain, n. — OF. chaeine (F. chaine), fr. L. catena,

'chain, fetter', which is of uncertain origin. It

stands perh. for *cates-na, from base *qat-, 'to

twist together', whence also L. cassis (assimi-

lated fr. *cat-sis), 'hunter's net, snare'. Cp.

catena, catenary, concatinate, chignon.

Derivatives: chain, tr. v., chain-ed, adj., chain-er,

n., chain-less, adj.

chair, n., seat. — ME. chaiere, chaere, chaire, fr.

OF. chaiere, chaere, 'chair' (whence F. chaire,

'pulpit, throne'), fr. L. cathedra, fr. Gk. xx9;Spa,

'seat, chair, pulpit', formed fr. xaTi, 'down' (see

cata-), and eSpa, 'seat', which is rel. to '€l,z<39ry.<.,

'to sit', fr. Gk. base *£§-, corresponding to

L-E. base *sed-, 'to sit', whence L. sedere,

'to sit'. See sedentary and cp. cathedra, cathe-

dral. Cp. also chaise, which is a doublet of chair.

Derivative; chair, tr. v.

chair, n., flesh color. — F. chair, 'flesh', fr. OF.

charn, char, fr. L. carnem, ace. of card, 'flesh',

for which see carnal.

chaise, n., a light carriage. — F. chaise, 'chair'.

\

orig. a dialectal variant oi chaire, fr. L. cathedra.

In French chaire and chcuse were differentiated in

meaning (chaire = 'pulpit', citaise = 'chair').

See chair, 'seat'.

chakra, n., a metal disk. — OI. cakrdh, 'circle,

wheel', cogn. with Gk. y.i>y.\oz, 'circle'. See

cycle.

chalana, n., a kind of barge. — Sp., fr. VL. che-

landium, fr. Late Gk. ^sXavSiov.

chalaza, n., i) the part of an ovule where the in-

teguments are united to the nucellus (bot.);

2) one of the two spiral albuminous chords in

the white of an egg (zool.) — ModL., fr, Gk.

XaXa^a, 'hail, hailstone, lump', which stands for

*XaXaS-ia and is cogn. with OSlav. zledica,

'frozen rain'. Cp. next word. Cp. also chabazite.

chalazion, n., a small tumor in the eyelid (med.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. xo'^a^iov, dimin. of

XaXoft^a, 'hail; pimple, small tubercle'. See

chalaza.

chalc-, form of chaico- before a vowel.

chalcedony, n., a variety of quartz. — So called

from the ancient town Chalcedon in Asia Minor.

chalcid, adj., pertaining to the Chalcidae. — See

next word.

Chalcididae, n. pi., a family of flies (entomol.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Chalcis, gen.

Chalcidis, name of the type genus, fr. Gk.

/aXxo?, 'copper' (see chaico-); so called from

their copperlike color.

chaico-, combining form mearing 'copper'. —
Gk. xa^Ko-, fr- '/J>'-'^'i^'K< 'copper', dissimilated fr.

*yaX-/6q; cogn. with Lith. gelzis, gelezis, OSlav.

zelezo, 'iron'. Cp. the first element in coleothar

and the second element in aurichalcite, orichalc.

chalcography, n.; the act of engraving on copper.

— Compounded of chaico- and Gk. -ypacpia,

fr. Ypatpeiv, 'to scratch, write'. See -graphy.

chalcostibite, n., an antimony copper sulfide

(mineral.) — Compounded of chaico-, stibium

and subst. suff. -ite.

Chaldean, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. Chaldaeus, fr. Gk. XaXSaioc, fr. Aram.

Kaldd'e, fr. Akkad. (mat)Kaldu, dissimilated fr.

(mat)Kashdu, '(the land of) the Chaldeans', rel.

to Kasdim, of s.m. According to some authori-

ties the original meaning of the name is 'des-

cendants of Kesed', the nephew of Abraham
(see Gen. 22: 22). According to others, Akkad.

Kashdu and Heb. Kasdtm lit. mean 'Conquer-

ors', and are connected with Akkad. kashddu,

'to conquer'. The change of shd, sd (in Akkad.

Kashdu, resp. Heb. Kasdtm) to Id (in Aram.
Kalda'e) is due to dissimilation.

chaldron, n., a measure for coals, 32-36 bushels.

— OF. chauderon (F. chaudron), 'kettle'. Prop,

a doublet of caldron.

chalet, n., l) a herdsman's hut in the Swiss Alps;

2) a Swiss cottage. — F., formed with dimin.

suff. -et fr. pre-Latin *cala-, 'shelter', in a wid-

ened sense: 'dwelling place', found as part of

many place names. The original meaning of

*cala- must have been 'a shelter of stone', cp.

F. caillou, 'pebble'. See A.Dauzat, DELF.,
p. 157 s.v. chalet.

chalice, n., a cup. — OF. chalice, a collateral

form of calice (F. calice), fr. L. calicem, ace. of

calix, 'cup, goblet', which is cogn. with Gk.

KaXu5, 'the cup of a flower', xuXi?, 'cup, drink-

ing cup'. See calyx.

Derivatives: clialice, tr. v., chalic-ed, adj.

chalk, n. — ME., fr. OE. cealc, 'chalk, lime', fr.

L. calx, gen. calcis, 'stone, chalk, lime', fr. Gk.

XdtXi^. See calcareous and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: chalk, v., chalk-y, adj.

challah, n. — See hallah.

challenge, n. — ME. chalenge, 'claim, accusa-

tion', fr. AF. chalenge (corresponding to OF.
chalonge), 'accusation; dispute', fr. AF. chalen-

gier (resp. OF. chalongier), 'to accuse; to dis-

pute', fr. VL. calumnidre, which corresponds to

L. calumnidri, 'to accuse falsely', fr. calumnia,

'false accusation'. See calumny.

challenge, tr. v. — ME. chalengen, 'to claim, ac-

cuse', fr. AF. chalengier. See prec. word.

Derivatives: challenge-able, adj., challeng-er, n.

challis, n., a fabric of wool and silk. — Of un-

known origin.

chalumeau, n., a wind instrument. — F., 'reed,

pipe, flute', fr. Late L. calamellus, dimin. of L.

calamus, 'reed'. See calamary.

chalukkah, n. — See halukkah.

chalutz, n. — See halutz.

Chalybean, adj., pertaining to the Chalybes, an

ancient people inhabiting Pontus in Asia Mi-

nor. — Formed with suff. -ean fr. L. Chalybes,

fr. Gk. XaXj^e;;, pi. of XaXu'^. Cp, next word.

chalybeate, adj., impregnated with iron. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ate fr. Gk. yjx^-^i'' gc-
XaXupo?, 'steel', fr. XiX'j|3Et;, 'the Chalybes' (see

prec. word), a people famous for their skill in

working iron and steel. (Cp. the attribute aiSr,-

pOT£XTO>j£?, 'workers in iron', given them by

Aeschylus in Prometheus, 715.)

Chama, n., a genus of bivalve mollusks (zool.) —
L. chama, chema, 'cockle', fr. Gk.

X''i[^'')>

'yawning, gaping; clam', which is rel. to x^tivc.v,

'to gape, yawn', and cogn. with L. hidre, OE.

gdnian, of s.m. See yawn and cp. the first

element in Chaenactis, Chaenolobus, Chaeno-

meles.

chamade, n., a signal by drum or trumf)et for a

parley. — F., fr. Piedmontese ciamada, prop,

fem. pp. of ciamd, 'to call', fr. L. cidmdre. See

claim, V.

chamae-, combining form lit. meaning 'on the

ground', used in the sense of 'low' (bot. and

zool.) — Gk. y_i'.xi'.-, fr. /~>.\x'j.'., 'on the ground',

cogn. with L. humus, 'earth', humilis, 'low, base,

humble". See humble and cp. the first element in

Camelina, camomile and in germander.

Chamaecyparis, n., a genus of trees of the pine

family (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'ground cypress', fr.
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chamae- and xuTrapttjaoi;, 'cypress'. See cypress.

Chamaedaphne, n., a genus of plants of the heath

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xa(Ji-a''8a9v^,

'periwinkle', lit. 'ground laurel', fr. /afxai, 'on

the ground', and Sa9VTf), 'laurel'. See chamae-

and Daphne.

Chamaeliriura, n., a genus of plants, the devil's

bit (bot.)— ModL., lit. 'ground lily', fr. chamae-

and >.£ipiov, 'a lily'. See lily.

Chamar, Chumar, n., i) an important caste in

India; 2) (not cap.) a leather worker. — Hind.

chamar, fr. OI. carma-karah, 'a leather worker'.

For the first element see shear and cp. corium.

The second element is related to OI. karoti,

krnoti, 'makes', fr. I.-E. base *q"'er-, 'to make,

form, shape'. See Sanskrit, and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also churrus.

chamber, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) chambre,

'room, chamber', fr. L. camera, 'vault, arched

roof, arch'. See camera and cp. antichamber,

cabaret, chambranle. Cp. also next word and

fille de chambre.

chamberlain, n. — OF. chamberlenc (F. cham-

bellan), fr. Frankish *kamerling (cp. OHG. cha-

marling, G. Kammerling), formed with suff.

-ling fr. *kamer, a loan word fr. L. camera,

'vault, arched roof, arch'. See camera and cp.

chamber. Cp. also camerlengo.

chamberlet, n., a small chamber, — Diminutive

formed fr. chamber with suff. -let.

Chambertin, n., red Burgundy wine. — Named
from a vineyard near Dijon, where this vine

is grown.

chambranle, n., doorframe, windowframe, man-

telpiece. — F., a blend of branler, 'to shake,

brandish', and OF. chambrande, 'vault". F. bran-

ler is a shortened form of OF. brandeler, 'to

shake', which is rel. to OF. (= F.) hrandir, 'to

brandish', fr. brand, 'sword'; sec brandish. OF.

chambrande derives fr. L. cameranda, prop. fem.

of the gerundive of camerdre, 'to vauh'. fr. ca-

mera, 'vault, arched roof, arch'. See camera.

chambray, n., a kind of gingham. — Fr. Cambrai,

a town in France (formerly in Flanders). Cp.

cambric.

chameleon, n., a lizard that can change the color

of its skin. — Lit. 'ground lion', fr. Gk. y_'x\t.a.i,

'on the ground', and Xewv, 'lion'. See chamae-

and lion.

chametz, n. — See hametz.

chamfer, n., a small groove; bevel.— F. chanfrein,

fr. OF. chanfraint, pp. of chanfraindre , 'to bevel

off', fr. chant, 'edge' and fraindre, 'to break', fr.

h.frangere, of s.m. See cant, 'slope', and fraction.

Derivatives: chamfer, tr. v., chamfer-er, n.

chamois, n., a small kind of antelope. — F., fr.

L. camox. See gemsboc and cp. It. camoscio,

OProveng. camos, Sp. camuza, gamuza, Catal.

gamussa. Port, camurpa, Rhaeto-Romanic cha-

motsch, OHG. gamiza (whence MHG. gamz,

gamze, G. Gemse), which all derive fr. L.

camox. Cp. also shammy.

266

chamois leather, chamois, n. — Orig. 'leather

made of the skin of chamois'. See prec. word.

Derivative: chamois, tr. v.

Chamomila, n., a genus of plants (bot?)— ModL.
See camomile.

champ, tr. and intr. v., to chew noisily. -- Of imi-

tative origin. Cp. jam, 'to press tightly'.

Derivatives: champ, n., champ-er, n.

champac, champak, n., an East-Indian tree. —
Malay tshampdka, fr. OI. campakafi, which is

prob. an Austric loan word.

champagne, n.— F., abbreviation of vin de Cham-

pagne, 'wine made in the province of Cham-
pagne', a name derived fr. Late L. campdnia,

'plain, open country'. See campaign and cp.

champaign.

Derivative: champagne, intr. v.

champaign, n., open country, plain.— OF. cham-

paigne, fr. L. campdnia. See campagna, cam-

paign, and cp. champion, scamp.

champak, n. — See champac.

champertor, n., a person who commits the act

known as champerty (law). — F. champarteur,

fr. champart. See champerty and agential suff.

-or.

champertous, adj., pertaining to champerty (law).

— See next word and -ous.

champerty, n., an illegal act by which a person

makes a bargain with the litigants, in order to

share in the gains in case of success (law). —
F. champart, 'division of land (rent)', fr. L.

campi pars, 'part of the field', fr. campus, gen.

campl, 'field', and pars, gen. partis, 'part'. See

camp and part.

champignon,n., fungus, mushroom.— F., formed,

with change of suffix, fr. OF. champegnuel,

fr. VL. *campdniolus, 'that which grows in the

field', fr. Late L. campdneus, 'pertaining to the

fields', fr. campus, 'field'. See camp.

champion, n. — ME., fr. OF. champion, fr. Late

L. campionem, ace. of campid, 'fighter', lit. 'one

who takes the field', fr. L. campus, 'field'. See

camp and cp. champaign.

Derivatives: champion, tr. and intr. v., cham-

pion-ship, n.

champleve, adj., grooved (said of enameled work).

— F., lit. 'raised field', fr. champ, 'field', and

/eve, pp. of lever, 'to raise'. F. champ derives fr.

L. campus, 'field', F. lever, fr. L. levdre, 'to

raise, lift'. See camp and lever.

chance, n. — ME. cheaunce, cheance, chance, fr.

OF. cheance, chance (F. chance), fr. VL. *caden-

tia, 'a falling", esp. 'a falling of dice", fr. L.

cadentia, neut. pi. of cadens, pres. part, of ca-

dere, 'to fall'. See cadence.

Derivatives: chance, adj. and intr. and tr. v.,

chanc-y, adj.

chancel, n., the part of a church around the altar.

— OF., fr. L. cancelli (pi.), 'lattice, enclosure,

crossbars, railings'. The chancel was orig. sep-

arated from the altar by a lattice or crossbars.

See cancel. Cp. chancellor.
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chancellery, n. — OF. (= F.) chancellerie, fr.

chancelier. See next word and -y (representing

OF. -ie) and cp. chancery,

chancellor, n. — ME. chanceler, fr. OF. (= F.)

chancelier, fr. Late L. cancelldrius, 'chancellor',

fr. L. cancelli (see chancel) ; so called because his

place was near the lattice that surrounded the

judge's seat.

chance-medley, n., accidental homicide, man-

slaughter (law). — AF. chance medlee, lit.

'mixed chance'. See chance and medley,

chancery, n. — ME. chancerie, shortened fr.

chancelerie, fr. OF. chancellerie. See chancellery,

chancre, a venereal ulcer (med.)— F., fr. L. cancer,

'crab, ulcer, cancer'. See cancer and cp. canker.

Derivative: chancr-ous, adj.

chancroid, n., a sore resembling chancre; soft

chancre (med.) — A hybrid lit. meaning 'like

chancre', coined fr. F. chancre and Gk. -oeiSy]?,

'like', fr. elSoc,, 'form, shape'. See chancre and

-Old and cp. cancroid,

chandaul, chandal, n., an outcast (Anglo-Ind.) —
Hind, chandal, fr. OI. cdnddlah, which is of un-

certain, prob. non-Aryan, origin.

chandelier, n. — F., 'candlestick', fr. VL. *can-

deldrium, which is formed, with change of suff.,

fr. L. candelabrum. See candelabrum,

chandler, n. — ME. chandeler, fr. OF. chandelier,

'maker or seller of candles', fr. Late L. cande-

Idrius, of s.m., fr. L. candela, 'candle'. See candle,

change, tr. and intr. v.— ME. chaungen, changen,

fr. OF. (= F.) changer, fr. Late L. cambidre,

'to change, exchange", which is a Gaulish loan

word derived fr. I.-E. base *(s)qamb-, *(s)qemb-,

'to bend', whence also Olr. camm, 'crooked,

curved', Mir. cimb, 'tribute', cimbid, 'prisoner',

Gk. CTxa[xp6i;, 'crooked, bent', Swed. skumpa,

'to limp', skimpa, 'to skip'. The original mean-

ing of Late L. cambidre must have been 'to

bend', whence arose the following phases of

meaning: 'to turn, to change, to barter'. Cp.

Gaulish *camb-ita, 'felloe' (whence F. jante,

'felloe'), and see cambium. Cp. also excambion,

exchange, gombeen. Cp. also camp and words

there referred to.

Derivatives: change-able, adj., change-abil-ity,n.

change-able-ness, n., change-ling, n.

change, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. changer. See

change, v.

cbank, also chunk, n., a large shell (Turbinella

rapa) (Anglo-Ind.) — OI. sankhdh, cogn. with

Gk. xo-f/Th x6yx<^?> 'shell'. See conch,

channel, n. — ME. chanel, chanelle, fr. OF. chanel,

fr. L. candlis, 'waterpipe, channel, canal'. F.

canal, 'channel', is a learned word, borrowed

directly fr. L. candlis. See canal.

Derivatives: channel, tr. v., channel(l)-er, n.,

channel(l)-ing, n.

chanson, n., a song. — F., fr. L. cantidnem, ace.

of cantid, 'song', fr. cant-(um), pp. stem of

canere, 'to sing". See cant, 'slang of beggars',

and cp. canzone.

chant, n., a song.— F., fr. L. cantus, fr. cant-(um),

pp. stem of canere, 'to sing'. See prec. word.

chant, tr. and intr. v., to sing. — F. chanter, 'to

sing', fr. L. cantdre, freq. of canere [pp. stem

cant-(um)], 'to sing'. See chant, n.

Derivatives: chanter (q.v.), chant-ing, adj. and

n., chant-ing-ly, adv.

chantage, n., extortion of hush money, black-

mail.— F., prop, 'the action of causing a person

to sing', fr. faire chanter quelgu'un, 'to black-

mail somebody', Ut. 'to make somebody sing',

fr. chanter, 'to sing', fr. L. cantdre, 'to sing';

see chant, v., and -age.

chanter, n., i) one who chants; 2) the fingerpipe

of a bagpipe.— ME. chauntour, fr. OF. chanteor

(F. chanteur), fr. L. cantdrem, ace. of cantor,

'singer'. See cantor,

chanterelle, n., a species of edible mushroom. —
F., fr. Cantharellus (q.v.)

chantey, chanty also shanty, n., sailors' rhythmical

song. — Fr. F. chantez, imper. pi. of chanter,

'to sing', fr. L. cantdre. See chant, v.

chanticleer, n., a cock. — ME. Chantecleer, fr.

OF. Chantecler (F. Chanteclair), name of the

cock in Reynard the Fox; compounded of chan-

ter, 'to sing', and cter (F. clair), 'clear'. See

chant, v., and clear,

chantier, n., hut, shanty. — Can. F., fr. F. chan-

tier, 'timber yard', fr. L. cantherius, 'a gelding;

rafter; trellis', fr. Gk. y.a.MQiikioi, 'pack ass', a

word of non-Aryan origin. Cp. gantry and

shanty, 'hut'.

chantress, n., songstress. — F. chanteresse, fr.

chanter, 'to sing'. See chant, v., and cp. chanter,

chantry, n., an endowment for the chanting of

masses. — Orig. 'a singing', fr. OF. chanterie,

fr. chanter, 'to sing'. See chant, v.

Chanukkah, n. — See Hanukkah.

chaos, n., disorder, confusion. — L. chaos, fr. Gk.

Xao? (for *xi!'oq), 'gulf, chasm, abyss, the rude

unformed mass', which is rel. to yauvo?,' gaping;

flaccid, loose', and cogn. with OE. goma, 'pa-

late', pi. 'jaws', fr. I.-E. base *ghd(u)-, *gheu-,

*g¥u-, 'to gape'; see gum, 'flesh in which the

teeth are set', and cp. Chauna. This base is rel.

to base *ghe(i)-, *ghi-, *gh'-, 'to gape, yawn',

whence Gk. xatvEtv, 'to yawn, gape', x!xa\x<x., 'a

yawning hollow, gulf, yri-\j.ri, 'a yawning,

gaping', 7.v;-Xy), 'fork, claw', OE. gdnian, 'to

yawn'; see yawn and cp. chasm, chori-.

chaotic, adj. — Coined fr. prec. word on analogy

of demotic (fr. demos) and other adjectives of

Greek origin ending in -otic (fr. Gk. -otixo?).

Derivatives: chaotic-al, adj., chaotic-al-ly, adv.

chap, tr. and intr. v., to chop, split, crack. —
ME. chappen, 'to cut', rel. to MDu. kappen, 'to

chop, cut'. Dan kappe, Swed. kappa, 'to cut'.

Cp. chop, 'to cut'.

Derivatives: chap, n., a crack, chapp-ed, adj.,

chapp-ing, n.

chap, also chop, n., one of the jaws. — Of un-

certain origin.
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chap, n. — Short for chapman.

chaparajos, n. pi., overalls used to protect the

legs from the thorns of the chaparral. — Mex.
Sp., fr. Sp. chaparral. See chaparral.

chaparral, n., a thicket of shrubs. — Sp., fr.

chaparro, 'evergreen oak', fr. Basque txapar,

dimin. of sapar, 'heath, thicket'.

chapbook, n., one of a class of popular books
formerly sold by chapmen. — Compounded of

chap, 'chapman', and book.

chape, n., i) the metal mounting of a scabbard;

2) the piece by which a buckle is fastened to a
strap. — F., 'cope, cap, chape', fr. OF., fr. Late

L. cappa, 'hood, cap, mantle'. See cape, 'cloak',

and cp. chapeau, chaperon.

chapeau, n., a hat. — P., fr. VL. *cappellus, a di-

min. formed fr. Late L. cappa. See prec. word
and cp. chaplet.

chapel, n. — ME., fr. OF. chapele (whence F.

chapelle), fr. VL. cappella, 'cloak', later used in

the sense of 'a sanctuary containing relics', orig.

'the shrine containing the cloak of St. Martin

of Tours'. VL. cappella is the dimin. of Late L.

cappa, 'hood, mantle'. See cape, 'cloak', and
cp. words there referred to. Cp. also chaplain

and the first element in kapellmeister.

Derivatives: chapel, tr. v., chapel-et (P.), chapel-

ry, n. (fr. OF. chapelerie).

chaperon, n., a person, esp. an older woman,
who, for propriety, accompanies a young un-

married woman. ^- P., 'a hood', fr. OF. chape,

'a churchman's cope, a cover, a chape', whence
arose its figurative use in modern French to

denote "a protector', esp. 'the protector of a

young lady'. See chape.

Derivatives: chaperon, tr. v., chaperon-age, n.

chapiter, n., the capital of a column (archaic). —
OF. chapitre, 'capital, chapter'. See chapter.

chaplain, n. — ME., fr. OF. chapelein (p. chape-

lain), fr. Eccles. L. cappellanus, fr. VL. cappella.

See chapel and cp. capelin.

Derivatives: chaplain-cy, n., chaplain-ry, n.

chaplet, n., a wreath, rosary. — ME. chapelet, fr.

OF. (-^ F.) chapelet, 'garland, rosary', prop,

'a small hat', dimin. of OP. chapel (F. chapeau),

'hat". See chapeau and -et.

chapman, n., an itinerant dealer, peddler. — ME.
chapman, chepman, fr. OE. ceapman, 'trades-

man', compounded of ceap, 'trade, bargain,

price', and man, 'man'. See cheap, n., and man
and cp. Du. koopman, G. Kaufmann, 'merchant'.

Cp. also chap, 'chapman'.

chaps, n. pi. — Abbreviation of chaparajos.

chapter, n. — ME. chapitre, fr. OF. (= F.) cha-

pitre, fr. earlier chapitle, fr. L. capitulum, dimin.

of caput, gen. capitis, 'head ; chapter'. See capi-

tal, adj., and cp. cabildo.

Derivatives: chapter, tr. v., chapler-al, adj.

char, n., an odd job. — See chare, 'turn of work'.

char, n., a species oftrout.— Prob. fr. Gael, ceara,

'blood-colored, red', fr. cear, 'blood'; so called

from the color of its belly.

char, tr. and intr. v., to reduce to charcoal. —
Back formation fr. charcoal.

Chara, n., a genus of plants {hot.) — ModL., fr.

L. chara, name of an unidentified plant, of un-

known origin.

charabanc, char-a-banc, n., a long open car with

several benches. — P. char a bancs, 'a long car

with benches', fr. char, 'car', d, 'to, at, for' (fr.

L. ad, 'to, toward'), and bancs, pi. of banc,

'bench'. See car, ad- and banc, bench.

Characeae, n. pi., a family of plants (60/.) —
ModL., formed fr. Chara with suff. -aceae.

characeous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

character, n. — ME. caracter, caractere, fr. OF.
caractere (F. caractere), fr. L. character, fr. Gk.

XapaxTiQp, 'graving tool, mark engraved, im-

press, character', from the stem of xapa<T<Jstv,

'to engrave', which is of Semitic, prob. Hebrew,

origin. Cp. Heb. hdrdsh, 'he engraved, plowed',

hdrath, 'he engraved', Aram, hdrdth, 'he plow-

ed', Ugar. hrs, 'to plow'. Arab, hdratha, Ethiop.

hardsa, 'he plowed', Akkad. ereshu, 'to till the

ground'. See D.H.Muller in Wiener Zeitschrift

zur Kunde des Morgenlandes, i, 25. Lith. zeriH,

zerti, 'to scrape, scratch', is not cogn. with Gk.

XapaaaEiv. Cp. gash.

Derivatives : character, tr. v., characteristn (q.v.),

character-ist , n., characteristic (q.v.), character-

ize (q.v.), character-less, adj., character-less-

ness, n.

characterism, n. — L. characterismus, fr. Gk.

XapaxTr^piaiJtoi;, 'characterization', fr. ^^apax-ry]-

pi^eiv. See characterize and -ism.

characteristic, adj. — Gk. xapaxTr,piaTi>to;,

'characteristic', fr. xapax-T/jpisEiv. See next word.

Derivatives: characteristic, n., characteristic-al,

adj., characteristic-al-ly, adv.

characterize, tr. v. — ML. characterizdre (whence

also P. caracteriser), fr. Gk. xo'pay.Tr;pi^£iv, 'to

characterize', fr. lOLpxy-zTip . See character and

-ize.

Derivatives: characler-iz-ation, n., character-

iz-er, n.

charade, n., a riddle based on the syllables of a

word. — P., fr. Proven?, charrado, 'talk, chat',

fr. charra, 'to talk, chat', which is of imitative

origin. Cp. It. ciarlare, Sp. charlar, 'to talk,

prattle'.

charcoal, n. — ME. char cole, prop, '(wood)

turned to coal', fr. charren, 'to turn' (fr. char,

'a turning'), and cole, 'coal'. See chare, 'turn

of work', and coal.

Derivatives: charcoal, tr.v., charcoal-y, adj.

chard, n., the blanched leafstalks of the arti-

choke.— From earlier card, fr. F. carde, 'chard',

fr. OProveni;. cardo, fr. L. carduus, 'thistle'. See

card, 'machine for combing wool', and cp. car-

doncillo, cardoon, Carduus.

chare, also char, n., i) a turn of work, occasion

(pbsol.); i) an odd job. — ME. cherr, chearr,

char, 'a turn, turning, time', fr. OE. cierr, cyrr,

'a turn, time, occasion', fr. cierran, 'to turn'.
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which is of uncertain origin. Cp. ajar, charcoal,

charwoman, chore.

Derivative: chare, intr. v.

charge, tr. and intr. v. — ME., fr. OP. chargier,

charger, fr. VL. *carricdre, 'to put a load on', fr.

L. carrus, 'car'. See car and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives : charge, n., charge-able, adj., charge-

abl-v, adv., charge-able-ness, n., charger, n.

(q.v.)

charge d'affaires, n., i ) deputy to an ambassador

;

2) representative of a coimtry sent to another,

smaller country.— P., lit. 'charged with affairs'.

charger, n., a large dish {archaic.) — ME. char-

geour, fr. 'utensil for loading or carrying on if,

fr. VL. *carricat6rium, fr. *carricdtus, pp. of

*carricdre. See charge.

charger n. , anything that charges ; a war horse.—
See charge and agential suff. -er.

chariot, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= P.), augment, of

char, fr. L. carrus, 'car'. See car and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: chariot, tr. and intr. v., charioteer,

n. and v., chariot-ry, n.

Charis, n., Grace, one of the three attendants of

Aphrodite = Venus (Greek and Roman mythol.)

— Gk. Xaptq, fr. xaptc, 'grace', rel. to xatpeti',

(for *xap-ieiv), 'to rejoice', fr. I.-E. base *gher-,

'to desire', whence also OE. georn, 'desirous'.

See yearn and cp. charism and the second ele-

ment in Eleocharis, Eucharist, Hydrocharis. Cp.

also Charon.

charism, n., a divine favor or gift.—Gk. xapiatJ.a,

'grace, favor, gift', fr. x«P'?ecri^="> 'to show

favor', fr. x«P'?. See prec. word and -ism.

Charissa, fem. PN. — MGk., fr. Gk. X'^P'';'

'grace'. See Charis.

charitable, adj .—OF. (= P.) See charity and -able.

Derivatives: charitable-ness, n., charitabl-y, adv.

charity, n. — F. charite, fr. L. cdritdtem, ace. of

cdritds, 'dearness, affection, love', fr. cdrus,

'dear, precious, esteemed, loved', which is cogn.

with Olr. carae, 'friend', caraim, W., Co.

car, 'friend', W. caraf, 'I love', Lett, kdrs,

'greedy', kare, 'desire', karuot, 'to desire', ON.
hora, OE. hore, 'whore'. All these words derive

fr. L-E. base *qd-, 'to desire', whence also OL
kdmah, 'desire', kdyamdnah, 'loving', Toch. B
kawdii, 'desire', Lith. kamaros, 'lasciviousness',

Lett, kdmet, 'to hunger'. Cp. caress, cherish,

Kama, whore. For the ending see suff. -ity.

charivari, n., a mock serenade, rough music. —
P., fr. Late L. caribaria, fr. Gk. y.apTjPapta,

'heaviness in the head, top heaviness',compound-

ed of xdp5, 'head', and Papo;, 'weight'; see

cerebrum and baro-. The sense development of

the French word is explained easily by the effect

of a deafening noise ('charivari') upon the head.

Cp. shivaree.

Derivative: charivari, tr. and intr. v.

chark, n., charcoal. — Shortened fr. charcoal.

Derivative: chark, tr. v.

charlatan, n., a pretender; a quack. — P., fr. It.

ciarlatano, fr. earlier cerretano, of s.m., fr. ML.
ceretdnus, lit. 'inhabitant of Cerreto', a town

near Spoleto in Italy, famous for its quacks and

impostors. It. ciarlatano was influenced in form

by It. ciarlare, 'to prattle'.

Derivatives; charlatan-ic, charlatan-ic-al, adjs.,

charlatan-ic-al-ly, adv., charlatanism (q.v.), char-

latan-ry, n.

charlatanism, n. — A hybrid coined fr. prec.

word and -ism, a suff. of Greek origin.

Charles, raasc. PN. — F., derived (possibly

through the medium of ML. Carolus), fr. MHG.
karl, fr. karl, 'man, husband'. See churl and cp.

Carl, carline, 'old woman', carling, Caroline,

carolus.

Charles's Wain, n., the constellation Ursa Major

(the Great Bear); the Big Dipper (astron.) —
OE. Carles-wsegn, Carles-wsn, lit. 'wain of

Charles', i.e. 'wain of Charlemagne'. The name
of the neighboring star Arcturus (in the constel-

lation Bootes) having been confused with the

name of King Arthur, the Ursa Major v/as as-

sociated with the other great hero of medieval

romance, Charlemagne. See Charles and wain.

Charleston, n., a kind of dance. — So called from

Charleston, a seaport in Southern Carolina.

Charley, charlie, n., an obsolete name for a night

watchman. — Prob. so called after Charles I

who introduced a new watch system in London.

charlock, n., a wild mustard.— OE. cerlic, cyrlic.

Charlotte, fem. PN. — P., fem. of Chariot, dimin.

of Charles. See Charles.

charlotte, n., apple charlotte. — Fr. prec. word.

charm, n., incantation, spell. — F. charme, fr.

L. carmen, 'song', dissimilated fr. *can-men,

from the stem of canere, 'to sing'. See cant,

'slang of beggars'. For a similar kind of dissi-

milation of the consonants nm to rm cp. L.

germen, 'germ', dissimilated fr. *gen-men (sec

germ).

Derivatives: charm-ful, adj., charm-ful-ly, adv.,

charm-ful-ness, n., charm-less, adj.

charm, tr. v. — P. charmer, fr. charme. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: charm-ed-ly, adv., charm-er, n.,

charm-ing, adj., charm-ing-ly, adv., charm-ing-

ness, n.

charm, n., song of birds (archaic) — ME. chirm,

fr. OE. cirm, cerm, of imitative origin. Cp.

chirm.

chamel,n., a burial place, charnel house.— ME.,

fr. OP. charnel, from Late L. carndle, 'grave-

yard, yard', prop. neut. of the Latin adjective

carndlis, 'pertaining to the f5csh, fleshly', fr.

card, gen. carnis, 'flesh'. See carnal.

Charon, n . , the son of Erebus, who ferried the souls

of the dead over the rivers Acheron and Styx

(Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. Xaptov, which is of

uncertain origin. It possibly is a euphemistic

term Ut. meaning 'lovely', and is rel. to x^tipEiv

(for •xdcp-ieiv), 'to rejoice'; see Charis.
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charpoy, n., the common Indian bedstead. —
Hind, chdrpdi, lit. 'four-footed', fr. Pers. cdhdr-

pdl, 'four-footed', fr. ddhdr, 'four' (which is rel.

to Avestic ca^wdrd, 'four'), and pal, 'foot'

(which is rel. to Avestic pad-, 'foot'). See four

and foot and cp. the first element in pajama and

the second element in teapoy. Cp. Gk. xsTpaTrou?

and L. quadrupes, 'four-footed', which are the

exact etymologicalequivalents ofPers. cdhdr-pdl.

charqui, n., dried meat.— Sp., fr. Peruv. charqui,

'dried meat'. Cp. jerk, 'to dry meat'.

chart, n., a sea map. — F. carte, fr. Late L. carta,

fr. L. charta. See card, 'a piece of pasteboard',

and cp. next word.

Derivative: chart, tr. v.

charter, n. — OF. (= F.) chartre, fr. L. chartula,

'a little paper', dimin. of charta. See prec. word

and cp. chartulary.

Derivatives: charter, tr. v., charter-ed, adj.,

charter-er, n.

charterhouse, n., i) a Carthusian monastery;

2) (capit:) a charitable foundation. — Formed

by folk etymology fr. F. chartreuse, 'Carthusian

monastery'. See chartreuse,

charter party, a written agreement for the hiring

of a ship. — F. chartre-partie or charte-partie,

'a divided chartre' (see charter and part, v.);

so called because the form was made in dupli-

cate in one sheet, which was divided between

the contracting parties.

Chartism, n., the principles of a political party

of reformers in England (1836-48). — See char-

ter and -ism; so called from Wii People's Charter,

which contained the principles and demands of

this party.

Chartist, n., an adherent of Chartism.— See prec.

word and -ist.

Chartreuse, n., a Carthusian monastery. — F.,

fr. la Grande-Chartreuse, chief house of the

Carthusians near Grenoble. See Carthusian and

cp. Charterhouse.

chartreuse, n., a sweet liqueur. — The word orig.

meant 'liqueur made at la Grande-Chartreuse'.

See prec. word.

chartulary, n., a collection of charters. — ML.

chartuldrium, fr. L. chartula, 'a little paper',

dimin. of charta. See charter and subst. suff.

-ary and cp. cartulary,

charwoman, n. — Compounded of char, 'a turn

of work', and woman,

chary, adj., careful. — OE. cearig, 'sorrowful,

careful', fr. cearu, caru, 'sorrow, care'. See

care and -y (representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives: chari-ly, adv., chari-ness, n.

Charybdis, n., a whirlpool between Italy and

Sicily. — L., fr. Gk. XapupSi;, a word of un-

certain etymology.

chase, tr. and intr. v., to hunt. — ME. chacen,

chasen, fr. OF. chacier (F. chasser), fr. VL. *cap-

tldre, fr. L. captdre, 'to strive, to seize', freq. of

capere (pp. captus), 'to catch, seize, hold'. Cp.

It. cacciare, OProvenf., Catal. casar, Sp. cazar.

270

Port, cafar, 'to chase, hunt', and see catch,

which is a doublet of chase.

Derivatives: chaser (q.v.), chas-ing, n.

chase, n., the act of hunting. — ME. chace, chase,

fr. OE. chace, fr. chacier, 'to hunt'. Cp. It.

caccia, OProveng., Catal. casa, Sp. caza. Port.

caffl, and see prec. word.

chase, tr. v., to emboss, engrave. — Short for

enchase,

chase, n., a rectangular, iron frame {print?i
—

F. chdsse, 'box, case, frame', fr. L. capsa,

'chest, box'. See case, 'chest', and cp. chassis,

enchase.

chase, n., a groove. — F. chasse. See prec. word.

chaser, n., one who chases or hunts. — OF. cha-

ceor (F. chasseur), fr. OF. chacier. See chase,

'to hunt', and agential suff. -er.

chaser, n., a chase gun. — From prec. word.

chaser, n., one who embosses or engraves. —
Formed fr. chase, 'to emboss', with agential

suff. -er.

chasm, n., a deep crack in the earth; abyss. —
L. chasma, fr. Gk. xaufia, 'a yawning hollow,

gulf', which is rel. to xatveiv, 'to yawn, gape'.

See chaos and cp. polychasium.

Derivatives: chasm-al, chasm-ic, chasm-y, adjs.

chasse, n. — Short for chasse-cafe.

chasse, n., a quick gliding step in dancing. — F.,

lit. 'chased', pp. of chasser, 'to chase, hunt'. See

chase, 'to hunt'.

chasse-cafe, n., a glass of liqueur taken after cof-

fee. — F., fr. chasser, 'to chase, hunt, drive,

drive away', and cafe, 'coffee'. See chase, 'to

hunt', and cafe.

chassepot, n., a rifle used by the French in the war

of 1870. — Named after the French inventor

Antoine-Alphonse Chassepot (1833-1905).

chasseur, n., i) a hunter; 2) a soldier. — F., 'hun-

ter, huntsman', fr. OF. chaceor, fr. chacier, 'to

chase'. See chase, 'to hunt', and cp. chaser, 'one

who hunts'.

Chassideans, n. — See Hasideans.

Chassidim, n. — See Hasidim.

Chassidism, n. — See Hasidism.

chassignite, n., a meteorite. — Named after Chas-

signy in France. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

chassis, n., framework. — F. chassis, 'frame,

framework', fr. chdsse, 'frame', fr. L. capsa,

'chest, box'. See case, 'chest', and cp. chase,

'iron frame', and sash, 'framework'.

chaste, adj. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. castus, 'exempt

(from mistakes), free, pure, chaste', prob. the

pp. ofcarere, 'to be without, be wanting, be free

from, abstain from', which prob. meant orig.

'to be cut off, be separated', and is rel. to cas-

trdre, 'to cut, geld' ; see Walde-Hofmann, LEW.,

I, p. 167 s.v. cared. See castrate and cp. caret.

Cp. also caste, castigate, chastise.

Derivatives: chaste-ly, adv., chasie-ness, n.

chasten, tr. v. — ME. chaslien, fr. OF. chastier

(F. chatier), 'to punish', fr. L. castigare. See

1
1
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castigate and cp. chastise. For the ending see

verbal suff. -en.

Derivatives: chasten-er, n., chasten-ed, adj.

chaste tree. — Loan translation of L. castus in

agnus castus (q.v.)

chastise, tr. v. — ME. chastisen, a blend of chas-

tien and suff. -isen (= E. -ise, -ize). See chasten.

Derivatives: chastis-er, n., chastise-ment, n.

chastity, n. — OF. chastete (F. chastete), fr. L.

castitdtem, ace. of castitds, 'purity, chastity', fr.

castus. See chaste and -ity.

chasuhle, n., an ecclesiastic vestment without

sleeves. — F., fr. Late L. *casubula (contracted

into casubla, a word used in the 6th cent, by
Gregory of Tours), fr. L. casula, 'a little hut',

dimin. of casa, 'cottage, hut, cabin', which is

of uncertain origin. Chasuble orig. denoted a

hooded garment resembling a little house. Cp.

casino.

chat, intr. v. — Back formation fr. chatter.

Derivative : chat, n.

chateau, n., a castle in France. — F., fr. OF.
chastel, fr. L. castellum, 'citadel, fortress, strong-

hold'. See castle.

chdtelain, n., castellan. — F. See castellan.

chatelaine, n., the mistress of a castle; key chain

worn at the waist by women. — F., fem. of

chdtelain. See prec. word.

chati, n., a South American tiger cat.— Of South

American Indian origin.

chatoyant, adj., of a changeable luster. — F.,

pres. part, of chatoyer, 'to shine with a change-

able luster', lit. 'to shine like the eyes of a cat',

fr. chat, 'cat', fr. Late L. cattus. See cat and -ant.

Derivative : chatoyant, n.

chathamite, n., a variety of chloanthite {mineral)

— Named from Chatham in Connecticut. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

chatta, n., an umbrella (Anglo-Ind.) — Hind.

chdtd, chatr, fr. OI. catrah.

chattel, n.— ME. chatel, fr. OF. chatel, fr. Late L.

capitdle, 'property'. See cattle,

chatter, intr. v. — ME. chateren, of imitative

origin. Cp. chat.

Derivatives: chatter, n., chatter-er, n.

chatty, adj., talkative. — Formed fr. chat with

adj. suff. -y.

chatty, n., an earthen pot {Anglo-Ind.) — Hind.

chdti.

chauffer, n., a portable stove. — Prob. a blend

of F. chauffoir, 'a heater' (fr. chauffer, 'to heat'),

and E. chafer, 'a vessel for heating' (q.v.)

chauffeur, n., driver of a motor car. — F., orig.

'heater, fire man, stoker', fr. chauffer, 'to heat'.

See chafe and cp. chauffer, rechauffe.

Derivative: chauffeur, intr. and tr. v.

Chaumontel, n., a variety of pear.— Named from
Chaumontel, a village in the Department of

Seine-et-Oise in France.

Chauna, n., a genus of birds, the chaja {ornilhol.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. ^aiivoi;, 'gaping, flaccid,

loose, porous', which is rel. to xao? (for *xixFo<;),

cheap

'gulf, schism, abyss', x^totxa, 'a yawning hollow,

gulf. See chaos and cp. words there referred to.

chaussee, n., a causeway. — F., fr. VL. {via)

*calcidta, lit. 'a road paved with limestone', fr.

L. calx, gen. calcis, 'lime, limestone'. See causey,

causeway.

Chautauqua, n., an assembly for popular educa-

tion based on the system introduced in 1874 at

Chautauqua, N.Y. (U.S.A.)

Derivative: chautauqu-an, adj.

chauvin, n., a person affected by blind patriotism.

— F., from the name of Nicolas Chauvin, one

of Napoleon's veterans, ridiculed for his ex-

cessive patriotism and staged by the brothers

Cogniard in their vaudeville La Cocarde tri-

colore (1831). — The name Chauvin derives fr

L. Calvinus, hence is etymologically identical

with the name of the French reformer John

Calvin (1509-64), orig. called Caulvin, Chauvin.

See Calvinism.

Derivatives: chauvin-ism (F. chauvinisme), chau-

vin-ist, n. and adj., chauvin-ist-ic, adj., chauvin-

ist-ic-al-ly, adv.

chaw, tr. v. — A variant of chew.

chawbuck, n. and tr. v. {obsol.) — Anglicized

form of chabouk (q.v.)

chawdron, n., the entrails (of an animal). — OF.

chaudun, fr. ML. caldina, 'intestina', fr. L. cali-

dus, caldus, 'warm'. See caldron.

chay, chaya, choya, n., the root of the herb Olden-

landia umbellaia — Malayal. chdyaver, lit.

'dye root', fr. chdya, 'color', and ver, 'root'.

Malayal. chdya derives fr. OI. chdyd, 'shade,

splendor, glitter, color', fr. T.-E. base *skd{i)-,

'to shine, flicker, glimmer'. See skiagraphy.

chazzan, n. — See hazzan.

cheap, n., n., 1) market (only in place names as

Cheapside); 2) bargain {obsol.) — OE. ceap,

'barter, buying and selling, bargain, price',

whence ceapian, 'to trade, buy, sell'; rel. to

OHG., MHG. kouf, 'trade, buying and selling',

G. Kauf, 'purchase, bargain', Du. koop, of

s.m., OFris. kdp, ON. kaup, OS. kop, 'trade,

buying and selling', Swed. kop, Dan. kjob, 'pur-

chase, bargain'. All these words derive, like

OHG. koufo, 'trader, dealer', fr. L. caupd,

'huckster, innkeeper', which is of uncertain

origin. OSlav. kupili, 'to buy'. OPruss. kdupis-

kan (ace), 'trade', are Teut. loan words. Cp.

cheap, v., cheapen, chaffer, chapman, cooper,

'a kind of vessel'. Cp. also caper, 'privateer'. L.

caupd is not rel. to L. cQpa, 'tub, cask', as sug-

gested by most lexicographers ; see Walde-Hof-

mann, LEW., I, p. 189.

Derivative: cheap, adj. (q.v.)

cheap, adj., low in price. — Shortened fr. good

cheap, 'a good price or bargain', i.e. 'cheap'. See

cheap, n., and cp. F. bon marche, 'cheap', lit.

'a good bargain'.

Derivatives: cheap-ly, adv., cheap-ness, n.

cheap, intr. v., to barter; tr. v., to buy {obsol.) —
ME. cheapian, fr. OE. ceapian, 'to trade, buy.
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seir, fr. ceap, 'barter, buying and selling'.

Cp. Goth, kaupon, OHG. koufon, MHO.
koiifcn, G. kaufen, Du. kopen, ON. kaupa,

Swed. kopa, Dan. kjobe, OS. kopiaii, kopon,

'to buy'. These verbs orig. meant 'to barter,

bargain', and are traceable to L. caupo, 'huck-

ster, innkeeper'. See cheap, n.

Derivative: cheap-en, tr. v., to buy; intr. v., to

bargain.

cheat, n. — Shortened fr. escheat in the sense of

'confiscation'.

Derivatives: cheat, tr. and intr. v., cheat-er, n.,

cheat-ery, n., cheat-ing, adj., cheat-ing-ly, adv.

chebec, chebeck, n., a xebec. — F. chebec, fr. It.

sciabecco. Sec xebec.

chebule, n., the dried fruit of Terminalia chebula.

— F. chebule, fr. Arabo-Pers. kabult, lit., 'from

(the city of) Kabul'.

check, n., i) a sudden stop, restrain, repulse;

2) in chess, an attack upon the king. — ME.
chek, fr. OF. eschec (whence F. echec), 'check

(at chess); defeat, blow, loss', fr. earlier eschac,

borrowed (through the medium of Spanish and

Arabic) fr. Pers. shah, 'king' (in the Arab.-Pers.

phrase shah mat, 'the king is dead'), fr. OPers.

xshaya-, 'king', which is rel. to xshaya&iya-,

'power', fr. I.-E. base *ql>e(i)-, *qp'ii)-, 'to rule',

whence also OI. ksdyati, 'possesses, rules', ksat-

rdm, 'rule, dominion', Gk. xTaojiat,, '1 get, ac-

quire'. Sec satrap, shah and cp. checkmate, chess,

checker, exchequer, Kshatriya. Cp. also the first

clement in Ahasuerus, Xerxes and the second

element in Nakshatra, padishah and pashah.

Derivatives : check, Xr. and intr. v., check-less, adj.

check, cheque, n., a written order to a bank. —
Most philologists derive this word from check

in the sense 'a sudden stop'. It is more probable,

however, that check in the sense 'a written order

to a bank', comes fr. Arab, sakk, 'agreement,

contract', fr. Pers. ciik, of s.m.

checker, chequer, n., a pattern resembling a chess-

board. — Shortened fr. OF. eschekier (F. echi-

quiei), 'chessboard', fr. ML. scaccarium, ult.

fr. Pers. shah, 'king'. See check, 'a sudden stop',

and cp. exchequer.

Derivatives: checker, tr. v., checker-eel, adj.,

checkers (q.v.)

checkers, chequers, n., a game played on a

checkerboard; draughts. — From prec. word.

checkmate, intcrj. — ME. chek mat, fr. OF. eschec

el mat (f. echec el mat), fr. Sp. jaque y mate, fr.

Arabo-Pcrs. shah mat, 'the king is dead' (whence

also It. scaccomatto). See check, 'a sudden stop'

and cp. mate, 'checkmate'.

Derivatives: checkmate, n. and tr. v.

cheeky, adj., divided into squares of alternate

tincture. — Formed fr. check, n., 'a sudden

stop', with adj. suff. -y.

Cheddar cheese, Cheddar, also Cheddar, n. —
Named fr. Cheddar, Somerset, England, where
it was originally made.
Derivative: cheddar-ing, n.

cheddite, n., an explosive used for blasting. —
Named after Chedde, a town in the Department

Haute-Savoie in France, where it was first

made; cp. lyddite. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

cheder, n. — See heder.

cheek, n. — ME. cheke, fr. ceace, 'jaw, cheek',

rel. to MLG. kake, Du. kaak, 'jaw, cheek'; of

uncertain origin.

Derivatives: cheek, tr. v., cheek-y, adj., cheek-

i-ly, adv., cheek-i-ness, n.

cheenar, n. — A variant spelling of chinar.

cheep, intr. and tr. v. — Of imitative origin.

Derivatives: cheep, n., cheep-er, n., cheep-y,

adj., cheep-i-ly, adv., cheep-i-ness, n.

cheer, n.— ME. chere, 'face, countenance, cheer',

fr. OF. chiere, chere, 'face' (whence F. chere,

'countenance, cheer, entertainment'), fr. VL.

cara, 'face', fr. Gk. y.dipa, 'head'. See cerebrum

and cp. words there referred to. For the sense

development of F. chere, E. cheer, cp. F. bonne

chere, E.goodchcer, prop, 'a happy countenance'

.

Derivatives : cheer, tr. and intr. v., cheer-ed, adj.,

cheer-er, n., cheer-ful, adj., cheer-ful-ly , adv.,

cheer-ful-ness, n., cheer-less, adj., cheer-less-ly,

adv., cheer-less-ness, n., cheer-y, adj., cheer-i-ly,

adv., cheer-i-ness, n.

cheese, n., milk curd. — ME. chese, fr. OE. ce.^e,

fr. L. cdseus, 'cheese', whence also OS. kdsi,

MDu. case (Du. kaas), OHG. chasi, kdsi

(MHG. ktese, G. Kdse). L. cdseus isprob. cogn.

with Prakrit chdsi, 'buttermilk', OSlav. kvasH,

'leaven', kyselH, 'sour', kyseti, 'to turn sour',

and with OI. kvdihati, 'boils, seethes', but OE.

hwseg (see whey) is not cognate. Cp. casein,

catechu, chessel.

Derivatives: chees-er, n., chees-y, adj., chees-i-

ness, n.

cheese, n., the proper thing (slang). — Urdu

chiz, 'thing', fr. Pers. chiz, of s.m.

cheetah, n. — Hind, chitd, lit. 'spotted', fr. OI.

citrdh, 'bright, spotted, variegated', rel. to OI.

ketiih, 'brightness', fr. T.-E. base *(s)qdit-,

'bright'. See celestial and cp. -hood. Cp. also

chintz, chit, 'a short letter'.

chef, n., the head cook. — F., short for chef de

cuisine, lit. 'head of the kitchen'. F. chef, 'head',

derives fr. VL. *capum, fr. L. caput, 'head'.

See chief.

chef-d'oeuvre, n., masterpiece. — F., lit. 'chief

work', fr. chef, 'chief, principal', de, 'from, of

(fr.L. Je.'from, away from'), and auvre, 'work'.

Sec chef, de- and oeuvre. The word chef-

d'oeuvre was introduced into English by Horace

Walpole (1717-97)-

cheil", form of cheilo-, before a vowel.

Cheilanthes, n., name of a genus of ferns of the

polypody family {bol.) — ModL., lit. 'having

marginal flowers'; coined fr. Gk. xelXo?, 'lip,

margin', and avihjc,, 'flower'. For the first ele-

ment see cheilo-, for the second see anther.

cheilitis, chilitis, n., inflammation of the lip
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(ined.) — Medical L. cheilitis, chilitis, formed

fr. cheil- with suflf. -itis.

cheilo-, before a vowel cheil-, combining form

denoting the lip (anat.) — See chilo-, chil-.

cheiro-, before a vowel cheir-, combining form

meaning 'hand-, pertaining to the hand'. — See

chiro-, chir-.

Cheka, n., former name of the political branch

of the Soviet secret police. — Formed from the

initial letters of Russ. Chrezvychainaya Komis-

siya, 'Extraordinary Commission'.

chela, n., a Buddhist disciple. — Hind, chela,

'slave, servant', fr. OI. cetah, cetakah, which is

rel. to Marathi cedd, 'son', celd, 'pupil', Prakrit

ce4a-, cilia-, 'boy', Pali ceto, 'servant, youth'.

chela, n., the pincerlike claw of lobsters, crabs,

etc. (zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xtqXt), 'fork, claw',

which is rel. to xhW' 'a yawning, gaping',

/aivstv, 'to gape, yawn'. See chaos and cp. the

first element in cheliform. Cp. also chemosis.

chelate, adj., having chelae. — See prec. word

and adj. suff. -ate.

Chelidonium, n., a genus of plants of the poppy

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. /eXiSovtov, 'ce-

landine'. See celandine.

cheliform, adj., having a movable joint, as the

clawlike pincer of a crab. — A hybrid coined

fr. Gk. zyjXy), 'claw', and L. forma, 'form, shape'.

See chela, 'claw' and form, n.

Chellean, adj., pertaining to Chelles, France, or

to the early Paleolithic period (archaeol.) — F.

chelleen; so called in allusion to the flint im-

plements discovered there, which belong to this

period. For the ending see suff. -an.

chelone, n., siege performed with shields united

so as to resemble the shell of a tortoise; the

same as L. testUdo (Greek hist.) — Gk. x^'^'^'''^'

'tortoise', fr. xe'^'J?. 'tortoise', lit. 'the yellow

animal', rel. to y}.6oQ, 'greenish-yellow color',

and cogn. with OSlav. zely, 'tortoise', lit. 'the

yeUow animal', fr. I.-E. base *ghel-, 'yellow',

whence also OE. geolo, 'yellow'. See yellow and

cp. words there referred to.

Chelone, n., a genus of plants of the figwort

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. yck'^'^< 'O"""

toise' (see prec. word); so called because the

corolla resembles the head of a tortoise.

Chelonia, n., an order of reptiles, the tortoise or

turtle (zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. yeXtliyir,, 'tor-

toise'. See chelone, 'siege performed with

shields', and -ia.

cbelonian, adj., pertaining to the order Chelonia.

— See prec. word and -an.

Derivative: chelonian, a tortoise, turtle.

chemic, adj. — See alchemy and -ic and cp.

chemist. Derivatives: chemic-al, adj. and n.,

chemic-al- ize, tr. v., chemic-al-ly, adv.

chemico-, combining form meaning 'chemically,

in connection with chemistry'. — Formed fr.

chemic.

chemin de fer, i) raihoad ; 2) name of a gambling

game resembling baccarat. — F., 'railroad', lit.

'iron road'.

chemise, n., woman's undergarment. — F.,'shirt',

fr. Late L. camisa, camisia (whence also It. cami-

cia, Sp, camisa, OProven^. camiza), borrowed

from Teutonic through the medium of Gaulish.

Cp. OHG. hemidi (MHG. hemede, hemde, G.

Hemd), OFris. hemethe, OS. hemithi, OE. he-

mede, 'shirt', fr. Teut. *hamipia, fr. base *ha-

ma(n)-, 'covering, cover', fr. I.-E. base *kem-.

*kam-, 'to cover'. See hame, heaven, shame,

and cp. camise, camisado, camisole,

chemisette, n., a kind of bodice worn by women.
— F., lit. 'a little shirt', dimin. of chemise. See

chemise and -ette.

chemist, n. — F. chimiste, fr. chimie, 'chemistry'.

See alchemy and -ist. Derivative: chemist-ry, n.

chemo-, combining form denoting relation to

chemical actions or chemicals. — See chemic.

chemosis, n., swelling of the conjunctiva (med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. x^f^wcr'?. 'affection of the

eye in which the cornea swells like a cockle-

shell', fr. xvifxr], 'a yawning, gaping; cockleshell',

which is rel. to xa.viziN, 'to yawn, gape'; fr.

I.-E. base *ghei-, *ghi-, 'to gape, yawn'. See

chaos and -osis and cp. chela, 'claw'.

chemotherapy, n., — Coined by the Jewish bac-

teriologist and chemist Paul Ehriich (1854-1915)

fr. chemo- and therapy.

Chen, n., a genus of geese, the snowgoosc (orni-

thol.) — Gk. /r;v, 'goose', rel. to Boeotian y&v,

for *xs.1, 'goose'. See goose and cp. words there

referred to.

Chen-, form of cheno- before a vowel.

chenevixite, n., a copper and iron arsenate (min-

prat.) — Named after the Irish chemist Richard

Chenevix who analyzed it. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

chenille, n., tufted cord of silk, wool, etc. — F.,

prop, 'caterpillar', fr. L. canicula, 'a little dog',

dimin. of cam's, 'dog'. See canine,

cheno-, before a vowel chen-, combining form

meaning 'goose'. — Gk. x'i''^-' /'l^-' f^- X''i"''

gen. x^^o(;, 'goose'. See Chen.

Chenopodiaceae, n. pi., the goosefoot family

(hot.) — ModL., formed fr. Chenopodium with

suff. -aceae.

chenopodiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Chenopodium, n., a genus of plants of the goose-

foot family (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'goosefoot', fr.

Gk. x'';^.
gsn. /T,vi;, 'goose', and -o'j;, gen.

-oSoc, 'foot'. See cheno- and -pod.

cheque, n. — The British spelling of check, 'a

written order to a bank" (q.v.)

chequer, n. See checker.

cherish, tr. v. — ME. cherischen, fr. OF. cheriss-.

pres. part, stem of cherir (F. cherir), 'to hold

dear, cherish', fr. cher, 'dear', fr. L. earns

(whence also It., Sp., Port, caro, OProven?.,

Catal. car). See charity and verbal suff. -ish

and cp. caress. Derivatives: cherish-er, n., cher-

ish-ing, adj., cherish-ing-ly, adw.,cherish-ment,r\.



cherna, n., any of the fishes of the family Ser-

ranidae. — Sp., 'a fish resembling a salmon,
ruffle', fr. Late L. acernia, which is rel. to Gk.
axspvoc, a word glossed by Hesychius; of im-
known origin.

cheroot, n., a kind of cigar. — Tamil suruftu,

'roU, cigar', fr. surul, 'curl'.

cherry, n. — ME. chery, fr. ONF. cherise (F. ce-

rise), fr. VL. *ceresia, fr. Imperial L. cerasium,

fr. Gk. xepaaoq, which prob. derives fr. Akkad.
karshu, 'stone fruit'. Cp. Kepatrou?, name of a

town in Pontus, lit. '(the town) abounding in

cherries'. The s in ONF. cherise was mistaken
for the pi. suff. and consequently dropped in

EngUsh. Cp. cerise, kirsch. Cp. also merry, 'the

wild black cherry'.

Derivatives: cherry, tr. v., cherri-ed, adj.

Chersonese, n., a peninsula. — L. chersonesus, fr.

Gk. xEpiovTjaoi;, 'peninsula', which is com-
pounded of x^p<JO(;, 'dry, hard, barren', and
VTJCTo?, 'island'. The first element is cogn. with

OI. hdrsate, hfsyati, 'becomes stiff, bristles',

L. horrere, 'to stand on end, bristle, shudder,

tremble'. See horror and cp. -choerus. For the

second element see neso-.

chert, n., a kind of quartz.— Of uncertain origin.

cherub, n. — Heb. khabh, 'winged angel', prob.
rel. to Akkad. kardbu, 'to bless', karibu, 'one
who blesses', epithet of the bull-colossus, and to

Heb. berukh, 'he blessed', b'rakha'^, 'blessing'.

See berakah and cp. griffin.

Derivatives: cherub-ic, cherub-ic-al, adjs., che-

rub-ic-al-ly , adv.

chervil, n., an aromatic plant. — OE. cerfille, fr.

L. chaerephyllum, fr. Gk. xaipetpuXXov, which is

compounded of /aipeiv, 'to rejoice', and <puX-

Xov, 'leaf. The first element is rel. to yi.fi\.c„

'grace' ; see Charis. For the second element see

phyllo-.

Cheshire cat. ~ Named from the county of
Cheshire in England.

Cheshire cheese. — So called because it is made
chiefly in the county of Cheshire in England.

Cheshvan, n. — See Heshvan.

chesil, also chisel, n., gravel, shingle. — OE. cio-

sol, cisil, cysel, rel. to OHG. kisil, MHG. kisel,

G. Kiesel, 'pebble, flint', diminutives formed
from Teut. base *kiso (whence also MHG. kis,

G. Kies, 'gravel'), corresponding to l.-E. base
*geis-, 'gravel', whence Lith. ziezdra, 'gravel',

ziezdros, 'coarse sand', OPruss. sixto, 'sand'. Cp.
the first element in kieselguhr.

chess, n. ~~ ME. ches, fr. OF. esches, 'chess',

oblique case o{ eschec, 'check'. Modern French
also differentiates between the sing, echec,

'check', and the pi, echecs, 'chess'. See check,
'a sudden stop'.

chessel, n., cheese vat. — Compounded of cheese
and wcU, n.

chest, n. — ME. chest, chisl, fr. OE. cesl, ciste,

fr. L. cista (whence also ON., OHG. kista,

MDu., MHG., G. kiste, Du. kist), fr. Gk. xioxr).

Z/4

'basket', which prob. means lit. 'wicker basket',

and is cogn. with Olr. cess, ciss, 'basket', ain-

chess, 'bread basket'. Cp. cisium, cist, cistern,

kist.

Derivative: chest, tr. v.

chesterfield, n., i) a kind of overcoat; 2) a kind
of sofa. — Named after one of the Earls of
Chesterfield (19th cent.)

chestnut, n. — Shortened fr. chesten nut, fr. ME.
chesteine, chasteine, fr. OF. chastaigne (F. chdtai-

gne), fr. L. castanea, fr. Gk. (xdtpua) xatTTdtvEia,

fr. xaaTavov, 'chestnut', which is commonly
derived fr. KawTavi?, a town in Pontus, but in

reality a loan word from a language of Asia
Minor ; cp. Arm. kask, 'chestnut', /ta.s/t<?n;, 'chest-

nut tree'. The town Katjxavii; is named after the
fruit and lit. means 'ChestnutTown'. Cp. castanet.

Derivative: chestnut, intr. v.

cheth, n., name of the 8th letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. — Heb. heth, lit. 'fence, barrier' (cp.

Arab. hAfa, 'he encompassed, fenced') ; so called

in allusion to the ancient Hebrew form of this

letter. Cp. eta.

cheval-de-frise, n. pi., chevaux-de-frise, a series of
projecting spikes (mil.) — F., lit. 'Friesland

horse'; so called because it was first used in

Friesland. For the etymology of chevat see

cavaky.

cheval glass, a long mirror swung in a frame. —
F. cheval, 'horse', fr. L. caballus. See cavahy.

chevalier, n., horseman, knight. — F., fr. Late L.

caballdrius, fr. L. caballus. See cavalier.

cheveril, n., soft leather made of the skin of a
kid. — ME. chevrelle, fr. OF. chevrele (F. che-

vreau), 'kid', dimin. of chievre (F. chivre), 'goat'.

See chevron.

chevet, n., the apsidal east end of the choir of
a church (archit.) — F., 'pillow, apse', fr. OF.
chevetz, fr. L. capitium, 'covering for the head',

fr. caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital, adj.,

and cp. tgte-beche.

chevui, n., the chub. — Cp. F. chevanne: of un-
known origin.

cheviot, n., cloth made from wool of sheep of
Cheviot Hills. — Named from the Cheviot Hills,

the range forming the borderland between Eng-
land and Scotland.

chevron, n., i) a beam, rafter; 2) a ~ shaped
mark (her.) — F., 'rafter, joist, chevron', fr.

VL. *capri6nem, ace. of *capri6, fr. L. caper,

gen. capri, 'goat'. See cabriolet.

chevrotain, n., a very small ruminant mammal,
(Tragulus kanchil); the mouse deer. — F., di-

min. of OF. chevrot, itself a dimin. formed fr.

chievre (F. chevre), 'she-goat", fr. L. capra. See

cabriolet and cp. prec. word.

chevy, also chivy, n., a) a hunting cry; b) a hunt,

chase; tr. and intr. v., to hunt, chase. —
Shortened from Chevy chase, from the i6th

cent, ballad of Chevy Chase, a name corrupted

from orig. Cheviot chase.

chew, tr. and intr. v. — ME. chewen, fr. OE. ceo-
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wan, rel. to MLG. keuwen, Du. kauwen, OHG.
kiuwan, MHG. kiuwen, MG. kUwen, 'to chew'

(whence G. kauen, 'to chew' ; but cp. G. wieder-

kduen, 'to chew the cud', fr. MHG. kiuwen) and

to ON. tyggva (dissimilated fr. *kyggva), and

cogn. with OSlav. zivg, zivati, 'to chew', Lith.

iidunos (pi.), Lett. zaUnas (pi.), 'jaw; gill', Pers.

jdvidan, 'to chew', Toch. iwd, 'to eat'. L. gingiva,

'gum', is not cognate with the above words. Cp.

chaw.

Derivatives: chew, n., chew-er, n., chew-y, adv.

cheyney, n., a woolen fabric. — Lit. 'china ware'.

The word represents the former pronunciation

of China.

Chian, adj., pertaining to the island Chios. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Chius, fr. Gk. Xto?,

name of an island off the coast of Asia Minor.

Chian, also chian, n. — Short for Chian wine.

Chiante, n., a kind of dry red wine. — Named
from the Chianti Mountains in Tuscany, Italy.

chiaroscuro, n., use of light and shade in paint-

ing, drawing, etc. — It., lit. 'clear dark', fr.

chiaro, 'clear', and oscuro, 'dark', fr. L. clarus,

'clear', resp. obscOrus, 'dark'. See clear and

obscure.

chiasma, n., a crossing or decussation (anat.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. xta<J(ia, 'two thuigs placed cross-

wise', which is rel. to xTati[j.6<;, 'a placing cross-

wise'. See chiasmus and -ma.

Derivatives: chiasm-al, chiasm-ic, adjs.

chiasmus, inversion of word order. — ModL., fr.

Gk. ^!x.a\x6Q, 'a placing crosswise', fr. yil6.Z,zn,

'to write the letter x', fr- X^'> yj''' n^ttc of the

22nd letter in the Greek alphabet. Cp. chiasma.

chiastic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized by

chiasmus. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. ylrtrs-

To?, 'marked with a x. arranged diagonally',

fr. yla.Z.ztM, 'to write the letter x'- See prec.

word.

chiastolite, n., a variety of andalusite (mineral.)

— Compounded of Gk. ylctcnoQ (see prec.

word) and Xi&oi;, 'stone'. See -lite, litho-.

chiaus, n., a Turkish messenger. — Turk, chd-

wush, chdush. See chouse.

chiave, n,, c\&i (music). — It., 'key', fr. L. cldvem,

ace. of cldvis, 'key', whence also F. clef, 'key'.

See clavicle and cp. clef, conclave.

chibouk, chibouque, n., a Turkish tobacco

pipe. — F. chibouque, fr. Turk. chubOq, chibOq,

'pipe', prop, meaning 'stick, staff, tube', and

rel. to chub, 'stick, staff*.

chibrit, n., elemental mercury supposed to pro-

duce metals (alchemy). — Arab, chibrtt, 'suffur',

rel. to Heb. gophrtth, Jewish-Aram, guphrithd,

kubhrilhd, Christ.-Palest. Aram, guphrt, Syr.

kebhrithi, Akkad. kupritu, 'brimstone, sulfur'.

chic, n., style, elegance.— F., prob. fr. G. Schick,

'fitness, tact, skill', fr. MHG. schicken, 'to ar-

range, set in order', whence G. schicken, 'to

send', Geschick, 'fitness, aptness, fate, destiny',

Schicksal, Schickung, 'fate, destiny'.

Derivatives: chic, adj. and tr. v.

chicane, n., chicanery. — F., 'quibble, evasion',

fr. chicaner. See chicane, v.

chicane, intr. v., to trick. — F. chicaner, 'to

quibble, wrangle, quarrel', of uncertain origin;

prob. not related to MHG. schicken, 'to arran-

ge, set in order' (see chic).

Derivatives: chican-er, n., chicanery (q.v.)

chicanery, n., trickery, quibbling, sophistry. —
F. chicanerie, fr. chicaner. See chicane, v. and

-*ry.

chich, n., the chick-pea (obsol.) — F. chiche. See

chick-pea.

chick, n. — Shortened form of chicken.

chickadee, n., the black-capped titmouse. — Imi-

tative of its note.

chickaree, n., the red squirrel of North America.

— Imitative of its cry.

chicken, n. and adj. — ME. chiken, fr. OE. clcen,

cycen, rel. to MDu. kiekijen, kUken, Du. kieken,

kuiken, ON. kjUklingr, Swed. kyckling, Dan.

kylling, G. Kiichlein, 'chicken'. All these words

are diminutives formed fr. base *kjiik-, imitative

of the sound characteristic of a chicken. Cp.

cock.

chickling, n., a small chicken. — Formed fr.

chick with dimin. suff. -ling.

chick-pea, n. —• F. pais chiche, chiche, fr. earlier

cice, fr. L. cicer, 'chick-pea', whence also It.

cece, OProvenf. ceze. Cp. Arm. sisefn, 'chick-

pea'. Cp. also OHG. chihhira (whence MHG.
kicher, G. Kichererbse), 'chick-pea', which is a

loan word fr. L. cicera, pi. of cicer, but was in-

fluenced in form by the unrelated Gk. xixopiov,

'chicory'. Cp. also OPruss. keekers, 'chick-pea',

which was prob. also borrowed fr. L. cicer.

chicle, n., a gummy substance. — Nahuatl chictli.

chicory, n. — F. chicoree, fr. earlier cicoree, fr.

L. cichoreum, fr. Gk. xix^piov, xix^pEia, xix<opir),

fr. OEgypt. kehsher. Cp. succory.

chide, intr. and tr. v.— ME. chiden, fr. OE. cidan,

of unknown origin.

Derivatives: chid-er, n., chid-ing, adj., chid-ing-

ly, adv., chid-ing-ness, n.

chief, n. — ME. chief, chef, fr. OF. (= F.) chef,

fr. VL. *capum, fr. L. caput, 'head'. See capital,

adj., and cp. chef, chieftain, achieve, mischief.

Derivatives: chief, adj., chief-ly, adv.

chieftain, n. —• ME. chevetein, cheftayn, fr. OF.

chevetain, fr. Late L. capitdneus, 'head, chief,

fr. L. caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See prec. word

and cp. capitan, captain. Cp. also prec. word.

Derivatives: chieftain-cy, n., chieftain-ess, n.,

chieftain-ry, n.

chifTcfaaff, n., the bird Phylloscopus coUybita. —
Imitative of its note.

chiffon, n., a sheer siUc fabric used for women's

dresses. — F., fr. chiffe, 'rag', pi. 'clothes', fr.

Arab, shiff, 'light garment', fr. shdjffd, it was fine

and transparent' (said of materials).

Derivative: chiffon, adj.

chiffonier, n., a high chest of drawers. — F. chif-

fonnier, fr. chiffon, 'rag'. See prec. word and -ier.



chigger

chigger, n., i) the larva of certain mites; 2) chi-

goe. — Fr. chigoe (q.v.)

chignon, n., coil of hair worn at the back of the

head. — F., orig. 'nape of the neck', fr. VL.
*catenidnem, ace. of *catenio, fr. L. catena,

'chain', which first became chaaignon, then

chaignon; the change of this latter to chignon

as well as the sense development of this word,

are due to the influence of F. lignon, 'coil of

hair'. See chain and cp. concatenation,

chigoe, n., a flea {Sarcopsylla penetrans) — Of
W. Indian origin. Cp. chigger.

chil-, form of chilo- before a vowel.

chilblain, n. — Compounded of chill and blain.

child, n. — ME. childe (pi. childre), fr. OE. cild

(pi. cildru), rel. to Goth, kitpei, 'womb', inkilpo,

'woman with child', OSwed. kulder, kolder,

Swed. hull, Dan. kuld, 'children of the same
marriage; litter', and cogn. with OI. jafha-

ram (for *]alth-dram), 'belly, womb'. Cp. kilt.

Derivatives: Childermas (q.v.), child-hood, n.,

child-ish, adj., child-like, adj., child-ness, n.

Childermas (day), n. — OE. cildramxsse {dxg),

compounded of cildra, cildru, pi. of cild, 'child'

(see prec. word), and Mass (q.v.)

chili, n. — See chilli.

chiliad, n., i) a thousand; 2) a thousand years. —
Gk. ylXixQ, gen. yJkiiSoq, 'the number one

thousand', fr. yiXtoi, 'a thousand', which is of

uncertain origin. It is perh. cogn. with OI.

sahdsram and with L. tville, 'a thousand'. See

mile and cp. next word and chiliasm. For the

ending see sufT. -ad.

chiliarch, n., the commander of a thousand men.
— Gk. ^TXiapxT)?, xtXtapyoi;, compounded of

/iXio'., 'a thousand', and apyoz, 'leader, chief,

ruler'. See prec. word and -arch,

chiliarchy, n., the office of a chiliarch. — Gk.

-/Jkiixpyii, fr. xCkiixpyrjc,, /iXiap^of;. See prec.

word and sufT. -y (representing Gk. -la).

chiliasm, n., the doctrine of the millennium. —
Gk. xTkici.(j[j.6<;, fr. x^'*?. 'the number one

thousand'. See chiliad.

chiliast,n., a believer in the doctrine of chiHasm.

—

Gk. yTkictcsziiC,, rel. to yTkiy.<3\i6q. See prec. word.

Derivative: chiliast-ic, adj.

chill, n. — ME. chele, fr. OE. cele, ciele, 'cold',

rel. to OE. calan, 'to be cold'. See cool.

Derivatives: chill, adj. and intr. and tr. v., chill-

ing, adj., chill-ing-ly, adv., chill-y, adj., chill-i-

ness, n.

chilli, n., the dried pod of Capsicum. — Sp. chili,

fr. Nahuatl chilli.

chillo, n., a colored cotton material. — Sp. chilla,

fr. chillon, 'showy, tawdry', lit. 'crying, loud,

shrill', fr. chillar, 'to scream, cry', fr. L. sibildre,

'to hiss, whistle', whence also OProveng. siflar,

F. siffler. It. zufalare, 'to hiss, whistle'. See

sibilant and cp. siffle, zufolo.

chillum, n., i) part of the hookah containing the

tobacco ; 2) the act of smoking the tobacco. —
Hind, chilam.
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chilo-, before a vowel, chil-, combining form
meaning 'lip' or 'lips'. — Gk. x^iXo-, fr. xei^o?,

'lip', rel. to xsXuvY], 'lip, jaw', and prob. cogn.

with ON. gjolnar (pi.), 'gills'. See gill, 'organ

of respiration', and cp. the second element in

Megachile.

Chiltern Hundreds, the hundreds of Bumham,
Desborough and Stoke, in Buckinghamshire,

England. — See hwidred (in its historical sense).

To accept the Chiltern Hundreds means 'to resign

from Parliament', prop, 'to accept an office

under the crown' (which disqualifies a Member
of Parliament).

chilver, n., a ewe lamb {dial. Eng.) — OE. cilfor-

lamb, ceolforlamb, 'ewe lamb', rel. to OHG. kil-

bur (neut.), kilburra (fem.), of s.m., OE. cealf,

'calf'. See calf, 'young of a cow'.

Chimaphila, n., a genus of plants of the winter-

green family {bot.) — ModL., lit. 'winter-

loving', fr. Gk. x^it^^. 'winter', and (piXsw, 'to

love'. For the first element see chimera, for the

second see -phile.

chimb, n. -^ See chime, 'rim of a cask'.

chime, n., a set of bells. — ME. chimbe, chymbe,

'cymbal', fr. OF. chimhle, cimble, cimbe, fr. L.

cymbalum, 'cymbal'. See cymbal.

Derivatives: chime, tr. and intr. v., chim-er, n.

chime, chimb, n., rim of a cask. — ME. chimbe,

from the stem of OE. cimbing, 'joint', which is

rel. to Du. kim, 'chime', G. Kimme, dial. Swed.

kimb, kimbe, 'edge'. These words prob. stand

in gradational relationship to comb. Cp. dial.

Swed. kim, 'cockscomb'.

chimer, chimere, n., a robe worn by bishops. —
MF. chamarre, samarre, 'a loose gown', fr. Sp.

zamarra, fr. Arab, sammir, 'weasel, marten'.

Cp. It. zimarra, 'robe; cassock', which was

formed with vowel dissimilation fr. Sp. zamarra.

F. simarre, 'robe; cassock', is a loan word fr. It.

zimarra. Cp. cymar, simar, zimarra.

chimera, chimaera, n., a monster with lion's head,

goat's body and serpent's tail {Greek mythol.) —
L. chimaera, fr. Gk. yJ,[LCf.ipa., 'a young she-

goat', which is rel. to xii^apo?, 'a young he-

goat', lit. 'one winter old', fr. yj^iioi., 'winter',

which is cogn. with L. hiems, 'winter', hibernus,

'pertaining to winter, wintry'. See hibernate and

cp. chiono-, the first element in Chimaphila and

the second element in Hedychium and in iso-

cheimc.

Derivaiives: chimer-ic, chimer-ic-al, adjs.

chimere, n. — See chimer.

chimney, n. — ME. chimenee, fr. OF. cheminee

(F. cheminee), fr. Late L. {camera) camindta,

'(a room) provided with a chimney', fr. L. ca-

minus, 'forge, hearth', fr. Gk. xafiivo?, which is

rel. to xxudipa, 'vaulted chamber', fr. I.-E. base

*gam-, *qem-, 'to bend, vault'. See camera and

cp. words there referred to.

chimpanzee, n.— From a S. African native word.

chin, n. — ME., fr. OE. cin, rel. to OS., OHG.
kinni, ON kinn, MHG. kinne, l^. Kinn, 'chin'.
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Goth, kinnus, 'cheek', and cogn. withOI. hdnuh,

'chin', Avestic zdnu- (in compounds), 'chin',

Toch. A sanwern, 'both jaws'. Arm. cnawi,

'jawbone, cheek', Gk. yhiMC,, 'the lower jaw,

cheek, chin', ysvEiov, 'chin', L. gena, 'cheek',

Lith. zdndas, 'jawbone', Lett, zuods, 'chin',W.,

Bret., MCo. gen, 'jawbone, chin', Olr.gin, giun,

'mouth'. Cp. gena, genial, 'pertaining to the

chin', genio-, genyo-, gnathic.

Derivatives: chin, tr. v., chinn-ed, chinn-y, adjs.

China, n. — Fr. Chin or Hsin, name of the First

Dynasty of China (255-206 B.C.E.). This word
lit. means 'man'. Cp. cheyney, chine, sinology.

Cp. also serge, Seric, silk.

china, n. — Short for orig. chinaware, i.e. 'ware

from China'. See prec. word.

chinar, also cheenar, n., the Oriental plane tree

{platanus Orientalis). — Pers. chinar.

chinch, n., the bedbug. — Sp. chinche, fr. L. ci-

micem, ace. of cimex, 'bedbug'. See cimex.

chinchilla, n., a small S. American rodent. —
Sp., a hybrid coined from a S. American native

name and the Spanish dimin. suff, -ilia.

chin-chin, n., polite salutation; ceremonious talk.

— Chin, ts'ing-ts'ing, lit. 'please-please'.

chincough, n., whooping cough. — Contraction

of chink cough. The first element of this word
is rel. to the first element in Fris. kinkhoast,

MLG, kinkhoste, Du. kinkhoest, 'whooping

cough', fr. Teut. *kink-, a nasalized form of the

imitative base *kik-, 'to pant, gasp', whence

MHG. kichen, 'to pant'. Cp. G. keuchen, 'to

pant, gasp', which is a blend of MHG. kichen,

'to pant', and kitchen, 'to breathe'. Cp. kinkhost.

For the second element see cough,

chine, n., 1) a fissure {obsol.) ; 2) a narrow valley.

— ME., fr. OE. cinu, rel. to OE. cinan, 'to gape,

crack', OS., OHG. kinan, 'to germinate', Goth.

uskeinan, G. keimen, of s.m., MDu. kene, OS.

kin, G. Keim, 'germ', fr. I.-E. base *gei-, *gi-,

'to germinate, rise (said of flowers) ; to cleave,

split'. See key, n., and cp. chink, 'crack', chit,

'sprout'.

chine, n., backbone of an animal. — ME. chyne,

'back', fr. OF. eschine (F. echine), fr. Frankish

*skina. Cp. OHG. scina, 'needle, prickle; shin-

bone', and see shin.

chine, adj., figured after the Chinese fashion. —
F., pp. of chiner, 'to color differently, mottle,

figure', lit. 'to color after the Chinese fashion',

fr. Chine, 'China'. See china.

Chinee, n., a Chinese {vulg.) — Back formation

fr. Chinese, which was mistaken for a plural.

Chinese, adj. and n. — Formed fr. China with

suff. -ese.

chink, n., split, crack. — Formed fr. chine, 'fis-

sure', with dimin. suff. -k.

Derivatives: chink, tr. v., chink-y, adj.

chink, n., a sharp clinking soimd; intr. and tr. v.,

to inake, resp. to cause to make, this sound. —
Of imitative origin.

Chink, n., a Chinese {slang). — Fr. Chinee.

Chinook, n., a N. American Indian. — Native
name of a N. American Indian tribe living in

the Columbia River region.

chintz, n., printed cotton cloth. — Orig. written

chints, fr. the sing, chint, fr. Hind, chint, 'spotted

cloth', fr. 01. citrdh, 'bright, spotted'. See

cheetah.

Chiococca, n., a genus of plants of the madder
family {bot^ — ModL., compounded of Gk.

Xiwv, 'snow', and xoxkoi;, 'kernel, berry'. See

diiono- and coccus.

Chiogenes, n., a genus of plants of the huckle-

berry family {bot.) — ModL., lit. 'offspring of

snow', fr. Gk. x''^^' 'snow', and ysvo:;, 'race,

'descent, gender, kind' (see chiono- and genus);

so called from the snowwhite color of its berries.

Cp. E. snowberry.

Chionanthus, n., a genus of plants of the olive

family {bot.)— ModL., lit. 'snow flower', fr. Gk.

Xttov, 'snow', and avOot;, 'flower' (see chiono-

and anther) ; so called from the snowwhite color

of its flowers.

chiono-, before a vowel chion-, combining form
meaning 'snow'. — Gk. xiovo-, ytov-, fr. x'cov

(for *xta)(i), gen. yw-^oc,, 'snow', which is rel.

to y€i\>.ai., xti.^ii\, 'winter', yi\LOLpoq, 'a young
he-goat', lit. 'one winter old'. See chimera.

chip, tr. and intr. v. — ME. chippen, fr OE -cip-

pian, rel. to Du. kippen, G. kippen, 'to cut', and

in gradational relationship to E. chop, 'to cut'.

Derivatives: chipp-er, n., chipp-ing, n, and adj.,

chipp-y, adj. and n.

chipmunk, chipmuck, n., a small American squir-

rel. — Corruption of Algonquian achitamon,

'red squirrel', lit. 'headfirst'.

Chippendale, adj. — Named after Thomas Chip-

pendale, a famous English cabinetmaker

(1718-79).

chir-, form of chiro- before a vowel.

chiragra, n., pain in the hand {med.) — Medical

L., fr. Gk. xs'payP^' 'gout in the hand', which

is compounded of 'ya-9' 'hand', and aypa, 'a

catching, seizure'. For the first element see

chiro-, chir-. The second element is rel. to Gk.

dypEEtv, 'to take, catch', and cogn. with Olr.

dr (for *agrd), 'defeat', W. aer, 'battle, struggle',

OCo. hair, 'disaster'. Cp. dentagra, pellagra,

podagra.

chiral, adj., pertaining to the hand. — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. yzip, 'hand' (see chiro-), and -al,

a suff. of Latin origin.

cfairapsia, n., friction, massage {med.) — Medical

L., compounded of chir- and Gk. cLt^^iq, &'\)iz,

'a touching, fastening'. See apsis.

chirata, n., the plant Swertia chirata. — Hind.

chirditd, fr. OI. kirdta tikta, lit. 'the bitter plant

of the people called Kirdtas'.

chirm, n., noise. — ME., fr. OE. cirm, cerm,

'shout, cry, noise'. Cp. charm, 'song of birds'.

chirm, intr. v., to make a noise, to chirp. — ME.
chirmen, fr. OE. cirman, 'to shout, cry', fr. cirm.

See prec. word.
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chiro-, before a vowel chir-, combining form
meaning 'hand'. — Gk. x^'pO"- Z^'P"' fr. x^tp.

gen. x^'-?^^' 'hand', cogn. with Toch. A tsar,

B far, Hitt. keshshar, kishshar. Arm. jefn, gen.

jefin. Alb. rfoz-e (fr. I.-E. *gherd-), 'hand', fr.

I.-E. base *iher-, 'to seize, take, hold, close, en-

velope', whence also OI. hdrati, 'brings, carries,

takes away, robs', Gk. x'^P'^o?. 'enclosure',

X0p6<;, 'dance in a ring, dance', L. hortus, 'gar-

den', Goth, gards, 'house', OE. geard, 'piece of

land, garden, yard'. See yard, 'enclosure', and
cp. words there referred to. Cp. also cheiro-,

chirurgeon, enchiridion. Cp. also chorion, chorus,

chronic, and the second element in Dashahara
and in vihara.

chirograph, n., a formally written legal document.
— F. chirographe, fr. L. chirographum, fr. Gk.

Xetp^Ypaipov, neut. of x^'P<^YP°'<P°?> 'written

with the hand', which is compounded of xe^p,

gen. x^ipi?, 'hand', and -Ypatpo?, fr. yp(k(few, 'to

write'. See chiro- and -graph.

chirography, n., handwriting. — Cp. Gk. x^ipo-

ypaqjia, 'a written testimony', and see prec.

word and -y (representing Gk. -la).

Derivative: chirograph-ic, adj.

chiromancer, n., a palmist. — See next word and
agential suff. -er.

chiromancy, n., palmistry. — Lit. 'divination

from the hand'. See chiro- and -mancy.

chiromantic, adj., pertaining to chiromancy. —
Compounded of chiro- and -mantic.

Chiron, n., a centaur famous for his knowledge

of medicine (Greek mythol.) — L. Chiron, fr.

Gk. Xstpcov, which is a word of uncertain origin.

It is possibly the abbreviation of xstpoupyo;,

'working by hand; surgeon'. See chirurgeon.

chiropody, n., the treatment of diseases of the

feet (rrted.) — Orig. 'the treatment of the diseases

of the hands and feet', fr. Gk. xeip, gen. xsipoc,

'hand', and 7ro\i?, gen. reoSog, 'foot'. See chiro-

and podo-.

Derivative : chiropod-ist, n.

chiropractic, n., l) a system of treating disease

by adjusting the joints of the body, esp. the

spinal column, by hand; 2) a chiropractor. —
Compounded of Gk. xe'p, gen. xzifiic,, 'hand',

and TTpaxTixo?, 'fit for action, practical'. See

chiro- and practical.

ctiiropractor, n., one who practices chiropractic.

— See prec. word and agential suff. -or.

Chiroptera, n. pi., the order of the bats (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. x£tp, gen. x^'poc.

'hand', and TtxEpov, 'wing". See chiro- and ptero-.

Chirotes, n., a genus of burrowing lizards (zool.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. XEip. gen. XE'p6?> 'hand'.

See cliiro-.

chirp, intr. and tr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp.
the next two words.

Derivatives: chirp, n., chirp-er, n., chirp-ing,

adj., chirp-ing-ly, adv.

chirr, intr. v., to make a trilling sound (as that

made by a grasshopper and some birds); tr.v..
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to utter with a chirr. — Of imitative origin. Cp.
churr. Cp. also prec. word. Derivative: chirr, n.

chirrup, intr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp. chirp.

Derivatives: chirrup, n., chirrup-er, n., chirrup-

y, adj.

chirurgeon, n., a surgeon (archaic). — F. chirur-

gien, fr. chirurgie, 'surgery', ult. fr. Gk. xe'-

poupytS, lit. 'a working by hand', fr. xsipoupY<^?>

'working by hand', which is compounded of

Xetp, 'hand', and epyov, 'work'. See chiro- and
ergon and cp. surgeon, which is a doublet of

chirurgeon. Cp. also Cliiron.

Derivative: chirurgeon-ly, adv.

cliirurgery, n. (archaic). — See surgery, which is

a doublet of chirurgery, and cp. prec. word.

-chirurgia, combining form meaning '-surgery'.

— Fr. Gk. xEtpoupyta; see cliirurgeon.

chirurgie, chirurgical, adj. (archaic). — L. chirur-

gicus (whence also F. chirurgique), fr. Gk. xei-

poupYix6<;, 'worked by hand', fr. xEipoupyla. See

chirurgeon, and -ic.

chisel, n., a cutting instrument. — ME., fr. AF.
chisel, corresponding to OF. cisel (F. ciseau),

fr.VL. *cisellus, which was altered fr. *caesellus,

'cutting instrument', fr. L. caesus, Tpp. of caedere,

'to cut'. Cp. L. clsorium, 'cutting instrument',

and see cement. Derivatives : chisel, tr. y.,chisel(l)

-ed, adj., chisel(l)-er, n.

chisel, n. — A var. of chesil.

chit, n., a shoot, sprout. — OE. cip, 'germ, shoot,

sprout', rel. to cinan, 'to gape, crack'. See chine,

'a narrow valley'. Derivatives : chit, intr. v., to

shoot, sprout, chitt-y, adj.

cWt, n., i) a young animal (obsol.); 2) a child. —
Prob. a var. of kit, kitten. Cp. dial. E. chit, 'cat,

kitten'.

chit, chitty, n., a short letter. — Hind, chiffhi, fr.

01. citrdh, 'bright, marked, spotted'. See cheetali.

chit-chat, n. — Reduplication of chat.

chitin, n., a substance forming the hard covering

of insects and other invertebrates (biochem.) —
F. chitine, fr. Gk. xifciv, 'undergarment, coat of

mail, any coat or covering'. See chiton.

chitinous, adj., of the nature of chitin. — Formed
fr. cltitin with suff. -ous.

chiton,n., a garment worn by both sexes in ancient

Greece. — Gk. x''r<iv. Ion. xi-^<iv, borrowed

—

through the medium of the Phoenicians—from
the Semites. Cp. Heb. kuttSneth, Aram, kittdnd,

Arab. kattOn, Akkad. kitinnu, 'linen', Akkad.
kitintu, 'linen garment'. Cp. also chitin, tunic

XiTtov occurs in Mycenaean Greek as early as

the 15th century. See Michael Ventris and John
Chadwick, Documents in Mycenaean Greek
(Cambridge University Press), Index, s.v. Semitic

Loanwords. Cp. the words chrysalis, cumin, se-

sam.

chitter, intr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp. chatter,

twitter.

chitterling, n., usually pi. chitterlings, the smaU
intestines of pigs. — Rel. to OE. cw0, 'womb',
ON. kvidr, 'beUy', Goth, gipus, 'womb', MHG.
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kutel, G. Kutteln, 'guts, bowels; tripe; chitter-

lings', and cogn. with L. botulus, 'sausage'. See

bowel. For the ending see suff. -lii«.

chitty, n., a short letter. — Hind, chitthi. See

chit, 'a short letter'.

chivaleresque, adj. — Formed fr. chivalry with

suff. -esque, on analogy of F. chevaleresque.

chivalrous, adj. — OF. chevalereus, fr. chevalier.

See chevalier and -ous.

Derivatives: cA/va/roj«-/>',adv.,c/z/va/roMi-«eM,n.

chivalry, n. — ME. chivalrie, chivalerye, fr. OF.
(= F.) chevalerie, 'knighthood', fr. chevalier,

'knight'. See chevalier and cp. cavalry,

chive, n., a plant related to the onion. — ONF.
chive, corresponding to OF. and F. cive, fr. L.

cepa, 'onion'. See cibol.

chiviatite, n., a lead bismuth sulfide (mineral.) —
Named after Chiviato in Peru. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

chivy, n. and tr. v. — See chevy,

chladnite, n., a variety of enstatite. — Named
after E. F. Chladni, a writer on meteorites. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

chlamyd-, form of chlamydo- before a vowel.

chlamydate, adj., having a mantle (zool.) — L.

chlamyddtus, 'dressed in a chlamys', fr. chlamys.

See chlamys and adj. suff. -ate.

chlamydeous, adj., having a perianth (hot) —
Formed fr. chlamys with suff. -eous.

chlamydo-, before a vowel chlamyd-, combining

form meaning 'mantle' (zool. and bot^ — Gk.

X>.a[xuSo-, x^«!^uS-, fr. y\'x\i.\iq, gen. x^afJ-uSof;.

See next word.

chlamys, n., a short mantle worn by the ancient

Greeks (Greek antiq.) — L., fr. Gk. yXa.\n)(;,

gen. )(_Xa\i\iS<jC„ 'upper garment, mantle', which

is of uncertain origin.

chloasma, n., a deposit of pigment in the skin

(med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. x>.6aa[ji.a, 'green-

ness', fr. x^-oa^Eiv, 'to be green', fr. xkdri. See

next word.

Chloe, Chloe, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. XXot), fr.

X>.6t), 'a young green shoot, young verdure', rel.

to -/(kooc,, 'greenish-yellow color', x^oa^Eiv, 'to

be green', xXcopog, 'greenish yellow, pale green,

green, fresh', ypXi], 'gall'. See yellow and cp.

choler, chlorine. Cp. also the second element in

Buchloe, Hierochloe.

chlor-, form of chloro- before a vowel.

chloral, n., a colorless liquid, CCI3CHO (chem.)

— Coined fr. chlor(ine) and al(cohol).

chlorate, n., a salt of chloric acid (chem.) — See

chlorine and chem. suff. -ate.

Chlorella, n., a genus of green algae (Aor.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -ella fr. Gk. X/.0JP6;.

See Chloe.

chloric, adj
. ,
pertaining to, or obtained from, chlo-

rine (chem) — Formed fr. chlorine with suff. -ic.

chloride, chlorid, n., a compound of chlorine with

another element (chem.) — See chlorine and

-ide, -id.

chlorine, n., name of a nonmetallic element be-

longing to the halogen family (chem.)— Coined

by the EngUsh chemist Sir Humphrey Davy
(l 778-1 829) fr. Gk. x>-"p6?, 'greenish yellow,

pale green, green, fresh'. See Chloe. For the

ending see chem. suff. -ine and cp. brom-ine,

fluor-ine, iod-ine. Derivative: chlorin-ous, adj.

Chloris, n., name of the goddess of flowers in

Greek mythology; later identified with the

Roman goddess Fhra (Greek mythol.)— L., fr.

Gk. XXtopii;, lit. 'greenness, freshness', which is

rel. to x^ojpoi;. See prec. word.

Chloris, n., a genus ofgrasses (bot)—Named af-

ter Chloris, the goddess offlowers. See prec. word.

chloro-, before a vowel chlor-, combining form
i) meaning light-green; 2) denoting the presence

of chlorine in a compound. — Fr. Gk. xXcdpA?.

See chlorine.

chloroform, n., a volatile liquid, CHCI3, used as

an anesthetic (chem)— F. chloroforme, a hybrid

coined by Jean-Baptiste Dumas (1800-84) in

1834 fr. chloro- and F.formique, 'formic' (fr. L.

formica, 'ant', see formic); so called by him in

allusion to its capacity of forming potassium

chloride and formic acid.

Chloromycetin, n., an antibiotic drug of the peni-

cillin-streptomycin family discovered by Paul

R.Burkholder of Yale University (med.) —
Coined fr. chloro-, Gk. [t-xixr^, gen. [xuxTiToc,

'fungus' (see myceto-), and chem. suff. -in.

chlorophyll, chlorophyl, n., the green coloring

matter of plants. — F. chlorophylle, coined by

the French chemists Pierre-Joseph Pelletier

(1788-1842) and Joseph-Bienaime Caventou

(1795-1877) fr. chloro- and Gk. cpuXXov, 'leaf.

See phyllo- and cp. the second element in xan-

thophyll.

chloroprene, n., a colorless liquid used to manu-

facture neoprene (chem.) — Coined fr. chloro-

and (iso)prene.

chlorosis, n., a kind of anemia, 'green sickness'

(med.) — Medical L., formed with suff. -osis

fr. Gk. xXci>p6c;, 'greenish-yellow, pale green,

green, fresh'. See chlorine.

choana, n., a funnel-shaped opening (aiiat.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. xoivrj, 'funnel, funnel-shaped

hollow in the brain', a derivative of xot), 'a pour-

ing out', from the stem of xeW, 'to pour', which

is cogn. with L. fundere, 'to pour'. See found,

'to cast', and cp. chyle. Cp. also the first element

in chonolith.

chobdar, n., an attendant (Anglo-fnd.) — Hind.

chobddr, fr. Pers. chobdar, lit. 'a stick bearer'.

For the element -ddr see aumildar and cp. words

there referred to.

chock, n., a block of wood. — ONF. chouque, rel.

to F. souche, 'stump, stock, block', fr. Gauhsh

*tsukka, which is cogn. with OE. stocc, 'trunk,

log, stock'. See stock and cp. chuck, n.

Derivatives: chock, tr. v., chock-er, n.

chocolate, n. — Sp., fr. Nahuatl chocolatl.

Choctaw, n., name of a North-American Indian

tribe.
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choctaw, n., name of a particular step in fancy

ice-skating. — From prec. word.

-choerus, combining form meaning 'pig', as in

Hydrochoerus (zool.) — ModL., fr. Gl<;. xolpoc;,

'pig', which stands for *ghor-yos and lit. means
'the bristle-bearing animal', fr. l.-E. base *gher-,

'to bristle', whence also Gk. x^P, 'hedgehog',

L. horrere, 'to stand on end, bristle, shudder,

tremble'. See horror and cp. Chersonese.

choice, n. — ME. chois, choys, fr. OF. chois (F.

choix), fr. choisir, 'to choose', fr. Goth, kausjan,

'to prove, test' (whence also OProveng. causir,

'to look at'), which is rel. to Goth, kiusan, OE.
ceosan, 'to choose'. See choose.

Derivatives: choice, adj., choice-ly, adv., choice-

ness, n.

choir, quire, n. — ME. quer, fr. OF. cuer (F.

chceur), fr. L. chorus, fr. Gk. xopo<?> 'dance in a

ring'. See chorus.

Derivative : choir, tr. and intr. v.

choke, intr. and tr. v. — ME. cheken, choken,

aphetic for achekcii, achoken, fr. OE. aceocian,

'to choke', which is prob. formed fr. intensive

pref. a- and a Teut. base appearing in ON. kok,

'gullet'.

Derivatives: choke, n., chok-er, n., chok-ing,

adj., chok-ing-ly, adv., chok-y, adj.

chokidar, n., a watchman, porter. — Hind.

chaiiki-dar, 'watchman', fr. chaiiki, 'watching',

and suff. -ddr, 'holder, possessor". For the first

element see choky. For the second element see

aumildar and cp. words there referred to.

chokra, n., a boy (Aitg!o-Ind.) — Hind, chokrci,

'a boy".

choky, n., i) a station, esp. a police station; 2) a

jail. - Hind, chaiikl, Cp. the first element in

chokidar.

cholagogue, adj., promoting the secretion of bile

(iiicd.) — ¥.. fr. Gk. -/oXavwyot;, 'carrying off

bile", which is compounded of xoXrj, 'bile', and

aycovc.;, 'leading'. See cholcr and -agogue.

Derivatives: cholagogiie, n., chokigog-ic, adj.

cholangitis, n., inflammation of the biliary ducts

Oiied.) — Medical L., compounded of Gk.

XOAr,, 'bile", ayY^'fi^. 'vessel', and suff. -izic.

See choler, angio- and -itis.

chole-, combining form meaning 'gall'. — See

cholo-.

cholecyst, n., the gall bladder {anal.) — Medical

L. cholecyslis, incorrect formation fr. Gk. y/j'/.T„

'gall, bile", and y.'jc-iz, 'bladder, bag, pouch'.

See choler and cyst.

cholecyst-, form of cholecysto- before a vowel.

cholecystitis, n., inflammation of the gall bladder.

— Medical L., formed fr. cholecyslis (see prec.

word) with suff. -itis.

cholecysto-, before a vowel cholecyst-, combining

form denoting rhe gall bladder. — See prec.

word.

choledoch, adj., conveying bile (anal.) — Gk.

XoXy)S6xo?, 'containing bile', compounded of

/oXt), 'bile', and Sayfic,, 'containing, able to

hold', which is rel. to Sexec^ai, Attic form of

Gk. SsxEoftat, 'to receive, hold'. For the first

element see choler. The second element is a deri-

vative of I.-E. base *dek-, 'to receive', whence
also 01. ddksali, 'is apt, proper', ddksali, 'apt,

proper, clever', L. decet, decere, 'to be fitting

or seemly'. See decent and cp. the second ele-

ment in pandect and the third element in synec-

doche.

choledocho-, combining form meaning 'contain-

ing bile'. — See prec. word.

choler, n. — ME. coler, colere, fr. OF. colere (F.

colire), 'choler, anger', fr. L. cholera, fr. Gk.

XoXcpct, 'bilious diarrhea, cholera', fr. xoXt), also

XoXoc, 'gall, bile', which is rel. to x>-6o<;, 'greenish-

yellow color', xXoaCstv, 'to be green', xX<op6?,

'greenish-yellow, pale green, green, fresh', and
cogn. with Avestic zdra-, 'gall, bile', L. fel,

OSIav. zlCci, Russ. zelc', Lith. tulzis (metathesis

for *zultis), Lett, zults, OE. gealla, galla, 'gall,

bile', fr. I.-E. base *ghel-, *ghel-, 'to shine; yel-

low, yellowish green, green'. See yellow and cp.

gall, 'bile'. Cp. also next word, Chloe, Chlorella,

chlorine, Chloris, and the second element in

melancholy, Chrysochloris, Echinochloa. Cp. also

the second element in bezoar.

cholera, n. — L. cholera, fr. Gk. xoXepa, 'bilious

diarrhea', fr, yoki], 'gall, bile'. See prec. word.

choleraic, adj., related to, or resembling, cholera.

— Formed from prec. word with suff. -ic.

choleric, adj. — MP. (= F.) cholerique, fr. L.

cholericus, fr. Gk. y^fjhz^MoQ, fr. yokipx, (see

choler and -ic) : first used by Chaucer.

Derivatives: choleric-ly, adv., choleric-ness, n.

cholesterine, n., cholesterol. — See next word
and chem. suff. -ine.

cholesterol, n
.
, a fatty alcohol (biochem.)— Form-

ed fr. F. cholesterine, a word coined by the

French chemist Michel-Eugene Chevreul (1786-

1889), and -ol, a suff. denoting an alcohol. F.

cholesterine is formed fr. Gk. y_rj>.T^, 'gall, bile',

and OT£pEo:, 'solid' (see chole- and stereo-), and

is so called because it was originally found in

gallstones.

choliamb, n., an iambic verse having in the last

foot a spondee (instead of an iambus) (pros.)—
L. chdliambiis, fr. Gk. xwXtocijtPo;, 'a lame iam-

bic', which is compounded of x<^ysjc, 'lame', a

word of uncertain origin, and ta(j,fio;, 'iambus'.

See iambus.

choliambic, adj., pertaining to a choliamb. —
Gk. /coXia;a3ix6;, fr. xcoXiaj/Poq. See prec. word
and -ic.

Derivative: choliambic, n.

choiic, adj., pertaining to the bile. — Gk. yokwAc,

fr. yo'i.Ti, 'bile'. See choler and -ic.

choline, n., a crystalline base, CsHjsNOj (bio-

chem.) — Formed with chem. suff. -ine fr. Gk.

yoX/;, 'bile". See choler.

cholo-, before a vowel chol-, combining form
meaning 'bile'. — Gk. yakn-, yfik-, fr. ya'^'hy

'bile'. See choler and cp. chole-, choiic, choline.
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chololith, n., a gallstone. — Compounded of

cholo- and Gk. Xiilot;, 'stone'. See -lith.

Derivative: chololith-ic, adj.

chomage, n., stoppage, cessation from work. —
F., fr. chomer, 'to cease from work', fr. Late

L. caumdre, fr. cauma, 'tranquillity'. See calm

and -age.

chondr-, form of chondri- before a vowel.

chondri-. — See chondro-.

chondrify, tr. v., to convert into cartilage. — A
hybrid coined fr. Gk. xovSpo?, 'cartilage', and
L. -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See chondro-

and -fy.

Chondrilla, n., a genus of plants of the chicory

family (60?.) — ModL., fr. L. chondrille, 'Span-

ish succory', fr. Gk. xovSpiXXrj, xovSpCXr), name
of a gum-exuding plant.

chondritis, n., inflammation of a cartilage (med.)

— Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk.

x6v8po?, 'cartilage'. See chondro-.

chondro-, before a vowel chondr-, combining form
meaning 'grain' or 'cartilage'. — Gk. xovSpo-,

XOvSp-, fr. x^vSpo;, 'corn, grain, groat; carti-

lage', dissimilated fr. *xp6v8poi;, cogn. with L.

frendere, 'to gnash the teeth', OE grindan, 'to

grind'. See grind and cp. the second element

in enchondroma, hypochondria, perichondrium,

synchondrosis. Cp. also chrism, chrome.

chondrodite, n., a yellowish red mineral. —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. xovSp(i87)g,

'granular', fr. yov^poc, 'grain',^and -<o8r)^, 'like'.

See chondro- and -ode, 'like'.

chondroid, adj., resembling cartilage. — Formed
fr. Gk. yasiSpoq, 'cartilage', and -osiS-fjq, 'like',

fr. eI8o;, 'form, shape'. See chondro- and -oid.

chondroma, n., a' cartilaginous tumor (med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -oma fr. Gk.

x6v8poi;, 'cartilage'. See chondro-.

chonolith, n., a mass of igneous rock (geol.) —
Compounded of y_oi''q, 'melting pot, crucible'

and Xl9o!;, 'stone'. The first element is a con-

traction of yoivr,, which derives from the stem

of x^iv, 'to pour', whence also x'Jctk;, 'effusion',

yy'Jjc,, yyi[x6z, 'juice'. See chyle and cp. words
there referred to. For the second element see

-lith.

choose, tr. and intr. v. — ME. cheosen, chesen,

chusen, fr. OE ceosan, rel. to OS., OHG. kiosan,

ON. kjosa, OFris. kiasa, Du. kiezen, MHG., G.
kiesen, Goth, kiusan, 'to choose', and to Goth.
kausjan, 'to prove, test', fr. I.-E. base *geus-,

*gus-, 'to taste, enjoy by tasting', whence also

Gk. yeuEctftai, 'to taste', L. gustdre, 'to taste,

enjoy', Ol.jOsati, jugate, 'enjoys', Avestic zaoj/i-,

'to find delicious', Olr. gu-, go-, 'to choose'. Cp.
OE. costian, OS., OHG. koslon, ON. kosta,

MHG., G. kosten, 'to test, try, taste', which are

all related to OE. ceosan, etc. F. choisir, 'to

choose', OProveng. causir, 'to look at', OSlav.

kusiti, to taste, try', are Goth, loan words. Cp.
choice. Cp. also gust, 'relish', disgust, and the

second element in Fergus and in valkyrie.

Derivatives: choos-er, n., choos-ing, adj., choos-

ing-ly, adv.

chop, tr. and intr. v., to cut. — ME. choppen, 'to

cut up', in gradational relationship to ME. chap-

pen, 'to cut'. See chap, 'to chop', and cp. chip.

Derivatives: chop, n., chopp-er, n., chopp-ing,

adj., chopp-y, adj.

chop,n., i)jaw; 2) entrance ofa valley or channel.

— See chap, 'jaw'.

Derivative: chop, tr. v., to snap with the jaws.

chop, tr. and intr. v., to barter. — Rel. to ME.
cheapien, 'to buy, bargain'. See cheap, v., and

chapman.

Derivative: chop, n., a barter.

chop, n., seal, stamp; brand, quality (Anglo-Ind.)

— Hind, chap, 'seal, stamp'.

Chopin, chopine, n., a liquid measure. — F. cho-

pine, fr. Du. schopen, lit. 'a scoop'. Cp. MLG.
schope, 'scoop, ladle', and see scoop and shovel.

G. Schoppen, 'mug', has been reborrowed fr.

NF. chopenne, the equivalent of F. chopine.

chopine, n., a kind of thick-soled shoe, patten. —
OF. chapin, fr. OSp. (= Sp.) chapin, fr. chapa,

'a plate of metal, foil, leather chape', which is

of uncertain origin.

chopstick, n., two small sticks used by the Chi-

nese in place of a fork. — Compounded of

Pidgin English chop(-chop), 'quick', prop, a loan

translation of the orig. Chinese name which lit.

means 'the quick ones', and E. stick, n.

chop suey, a Chinese dish. — Chin., lit. 'various

pieces'; influenced in form by E. chop, 'to cut'.

chor-, form of choro- before a vowel.

choragic, adj., pertaining to a choragus. — Gk.

yopiyiKOQ, fr. xopayo?, 'leader of the chorus'.

See next word and -ic.

choragus, n., the leader of the chorus (Greek an-

tiq.)— L., fr. Gk. yopiyo^, xopriYo?, compound-
ed of ypfd<i, 'chorus', and the stem of Sysiv,

'to lead', which is cogn. with L. agere, 'to set

in motion, drive, lead'. See chorus and agent.

choral, adj. — F. choral, fr. ML. chordlis, 'per-

taining to the chorus', fr. L. chorus. See chorus

and adj. suff. -al.

choral, chorale, n., hymn. — G. Choral, short-

ened fr. Choralgesang, transl. of ML. cantus

chordlis, 'choral song", fr. L. cantus, 'song', and

ML. chordlis. See choral, adj.

chord, n., string of an instrument. — L. chorda,

'gut, string of a musical instrument, rope, cord',

fr. Gk. yopSr,, 'intestine, string of gut, string

of a musical instrument', which is cogn. with

01. hird, 'vein', hirali, 'band', L. hernia, 'rupture',

hira, 'empty gut', haruspex, 'diviner inspect-

ing entrails', Lith. zarnd, Lett, zarna, 'gut', OE.
gearn, 'yarn'. See yam and cp. cord, and the

second element in acrochordon, clavichord, noto-

chord. Cp. also hernia and the first element in

haruspex. Cp. also quirt.

Derivatives: chord, tr. v., chord-ed, adj.

chord, n., combination of notes (music). — Fr.

earlier cord, abbreviation of accord (q.v.) The
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spelling with h is due to a confusion with chord,

'string of an instrument'.

Derivative: chord, intr. v.

Chordata, n. pi., a phylum of the animal king-

dom including all vertebrates (zoot.) — ModL.,

fr. L. chorda, 'cord'. See chord, 'string'.

chore, n., a job (.U.S.A.) — A var. of chare.

Derivative : chore, intr. and tr. v.

chorea, n., a nervous disorder; St. Vitus' dance.

— Medical L., fr. Gk. /opeia, 'dance', fr.

Xopo?, 'dance in a ring; chorus, choir'. See

chorus,

choreography, n., the art of denoting dancing by

signs. — Compounded of Gk. xop^ta. 'dance',

and -Ypa9ta, fr. ypatpeiv, 'to write'. See chorus

and -graphy.

Derivative: choreograph-ic, adj.

choreus, n., a trochee {pros.) — L., fr. Gk.

Xopeio?, lit. 'pertaining to a chorus', adj. used

as a noun. fr. xopo?, 'dance; chorus'. Seechorus.

chori-, pref meaning 'separate' {bat) — Fr. Gk.

Xcoptc, x"P'. 'separate, apart', rel. to x"po?.

Xwpa, 'empty space, room, place, land, country',

X&)pEtv, 'to give place; to hold, contain', x"P^-

;;eiv, 'to separate', fr. I.-E. base *ghe{i)-, 'to lack,

be empty', which is identical with *ghe(i)-, 'to

gape, yawn', whence Gk. x«''>'£''^'
''^o yawn,

gape'. See chaos and cp. chorisis, chorist, cho-

risto-, chorizontes, choro-, and the second ele-

ment in anchorite, enchorial, epichorial, para-

chor.

choriamb, n., a foot composed of a choreus (^

trochee) followed by an iambus {pros^ — L.

choriamhus, fr. Gk. xopiai^Po?, which is com-

pounded of jofzloz, 'choreus', and lajxpoi;,

'iambus'. See choreus and iambus.

choriambic, adj., pertaining to a choriamb. —
L. chorfamhkus, fr. Gk. xopiajipixot;, fr. yop'-'

afxPoi;. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivative: choriambic, n.

chorioid, adj., pertaining to vascular membranes

(anal.) — Lit. 'like a membrane', fr. Gk. xop^-

oetSrjt;, fr. yopiov, 'skin, leather', and -ociSrjt;,

'like', fr. eTSoc, 'form, shape'. See chorion and

-oid.

Derivatives: chorioid, n., vascular tunic of the

eye, chorioid-al, adj.

chorioido-, before a vowel chorioid-, combining

form denoting the chorioid. — See prec. word,

chorion, n., the membrane enclosing the fetus

(embryol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. x<^p'ov, 'mem-

brane that encloses the fetus, afterbirth', which

is of uncertain origin. It derives perh. fr. L-E.

base *gher-, 'to seize, hold, close, envelop',

whence also x^ip. 'hand'. See chiro-.

Derivative: chorion-ic, adj.

choripetalous, adj., havuig separate petals (60/.)

— See chori-, petal and -ous.

chorisis, n., separation of an organ into parts

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xtopiCTi?, 'separation',

fr. xwpt!Ieiv, 'to separate', fr. x'^p'?' 'separate,

apart'. See chori-.
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chorist, n., member of a chorus.— F. choriste, fr.

Eccles. L. chorista, fr. L. chorus. See chorus

and -ist.

chorister, n., member of a choir. — See prec.

word and -ister.

choristo-, before a vowel chorist-, combining form

meaning 'separated'. — Fr. Gk. x"pi<Jf'^?>

verbal adj. of x«piCetv, 'to separate', fr. X"P^?'

Xiopi, 'separate, apart'. See chori-.

chorizontes, n. pi., the Alexandrian critics who
maintained that the Ihad and Odyssey were

written by different authors.— Gk. xcopit^ovTEi;,

lit. 'separators', pi. of xwp'^"v, pres. part, of

XcopiCstv, 'to separate'. See chori- and cp.

chorisis, choristo-.

choro-, before a vowel chor-, combining form

meaning 'place'. — Gk. xtopo-,xwp-, fr- X"P°?'

'place'. See chori-.

chorography, n., description or mapping of a

particular country or region.— L. chorographia,

fr. Gk. x"POTP«'P^°'. which is compounded of

Xojpoi;, 'place', and -ypatpia, fr. ypdccpEtv, 'to

write'. See choro- and -graphy.

Derivatives : chorograph-ic, chorograph-ic-al,

adjs., chorograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

choroid, adj., chorioid (at\at.) — Gk. xoposiS'^?.

inexact form for xoP'oeiSt;?. See chorioid.

Derivatives: choroid, n., choroid-at, adj.

choroido-, before a vowel choroid-, combining

form denoting the choroid. — See prec. word

and chorioido-.

chorology, n., the study of the geographical dis-

tribution of organisms (bioQ — Compounded

of choro- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo;, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: chorolog-ical, adj., chorolog-ist, n.

chortle, intr. and tr. v. and n. — A blend of

chuckle and snort; coined by Lewis Carroll.

chorus, n. — L., fr. Gk. xop6?> 'dance in a ring,

festive dance, dance; band of dancers; chorus,

choir; troop, band
;
place for dancing'. The first

meaning was prob. 'an enclosed place for danc-

ing', from L-E. base *gher-, 'to seize, take, hold,

close, envelop', whence also Gk. x^tp, 'hand',

x6pTo<;, 'feeding place, courtyard'. See chiro-

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also choir,

quire, chorea, choreus, the first element in carol

and in choragus and the second element in

Terpsichore.

Derivatives: chorus, v,, chorus-er, n.

chose, past tense of choose.— ME. choos, formed

on analogy of the pp. chosen. See chosen.

chose, n., thing, property (used in the legal terms

cfto.se in action, chose in possession). — F. chose,

'thing', fr. L. causa, 'cause, reason', m Late L.

also 'thmg'. Cp. OProven?. cauza. It., Sp. cosa.

Port, cousa, 'thing', which all derive fr. L.

causa in its Late Latin sense, and see cause.

chosen, pp. of choose. — ME. chosen, fr. OE.

coren; influenced in form by choose.

chon, n., an ornamental ribbon or knot in wom-
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en's dress. — F., 'cabbage', fr. L. caulis, 'stalk',

esp. 'cabbage stalk'. See cole.

Chouan, n., one of the antirevolutionary insur-

gents in Western France in 1791. — F., from

the surname of one of their leaders Jean Cot-

terau, called Jean Chouan, fr. chouan, dialectal

contraction of chat-huant, 'screech owl'. He
and his three brothers were so named because

they used to imitate the cry of the screech owl

to warn one another in time of danger. Chat-

huant lit. 'shouting cat', is a popular alteration

of OF. Javan (for chavan), fr. ML. cavannus,

'owl', a word of Gaulish origin.

choucroute, n., sauerkraut. — P., fr. Alsatian G.

surkrUt (corresponding to G. Sauerkraut), lit.

'sour cabbage', fr. sur, 'sour', and kriit, 'cab-

bage', with folk-etymological change of sur, to

F. chou, 'cabbage', and krUt to F. croUte, 'crust'.

See sauerkraut.

chough, n., the red-legged crow. — ME. choughe,

rel. to OE. ceo, ciae, MDu. cauwe, Du. kauw,

OHG. kdha, 'chough', Dan. kaa, Swed. kaja,

'jackdaw'; of imitative origin. Cp. OF. choe,

'screech owl', which derives fr. Frankish *kawa,

'chough', and F. chouetle, 'screech owl', which

is a dimin. of OF. choe.

chouse, n., a swindler (obsol.); a swindle (colloq.)

— Turk, chdwush, chdush, 'sergeant, herald,

messenger'. The meaning of E. chouse is due to

the circumstance that in 1609 a chiaus is said

to have cheated several Turkish merchants

residing in England. Cp. chiaus.

Derivatives: chouse, tr. v., to swindle (colloq.).

chow, n., Chinese (Australian slang). — See

next word.

chowchow, n., Chinese preserves. — Pidgin Eng-

lish, lit. 'mixed', of Chinese origin.

chowder, n., a dish of stewed fish, clams, onion,

etc. — F. chaudiire, 'pot', fr. Late L. calddria, 'a

vessel containing warm water'. See caldron.

choya, n. — A var. of chay.

choza, n., hut, hovel, cabin. — Sp., fr. khoss,

vulgar pronunciation of Arab, khuss, 'hut,

hovel'.

chrematistic, adj., pertaining to the acquisition

of wealth. — Gk. xpiOiJiaTHJTtxoi;, 'pertaining to

money making', fr. ypi'/iJ-aTi^Ea&ai, 'to transact

business', fr. X9^\^''-'
'^ thing that one needs',

in pi. xpV^'"''*' 'goods, money', fr. xP'^l. 'it 's

necessary', whence also yj^rp^cn, 'to make use

of
', xpYJfji?, 'use, employment'. See chrestomathy

and cp. words there referred to.

chrematistics, n., the science of wealth. — Gk.

XP7)(x«T6CTTix7) (scll. TExvTT)), 'thc att of money
making', fem. of yjfr^\i.a.-zia-:t.i(.6c„ 'pertaining to

money making'. See prec. word.

chrestomathy, n., a collection of literary passages,

esp. from a foreign language. — F. chrestoma-

ihie, fr. Gk. xpi^fifojia^ta, 'desire of learning

;

book containing select passages', Ut. 'useful

learning', fr. xp'^o'^^?, 'useful' (prop, verbal adj.

of xp^o^t, 'to make use of), and the base of

(iav&dcvEiv, 'to learn'. See chrematistic and

mathematics and cp. the second element in

catachresis, polychrestic.

Derivatives: chrestomath-ic, adj., chrestomath-

ics, n. pi.

chrism, n., holy oil. — ME. crisme, fr. OE. cris-

ma, fr. Eccles. L. chrlsma, fr. Gk. yjpXa^a., 'an

unguent', fr. xp^^iv, 'to anoint', which is of un-

certain origin. It possibly derives fr. I.-E.

*ghrei-, *ghrl-, whence also Lith. grieju, grieti,

'to skim the cream off'. I.-E. *ghrgi-, *ghrl- are

enlargements of base *gher-, 'to rub'. See grind

and cp. chondro-. Cp. also nisma, which is a

doublet of chrism. Cp. also Christ. Cp. also

cream.

Derivative: chrism-al, adj.

chrism, tr. v., to anoint with chrism.— OF. chres-

mer, fr. Eccles. L. chrlsmdre, fr. chrisma. See

chrism, n.

chrisom, n. — A var. of chrism.

Christ, n. — L. Christus, fr. Gk. xpXaTo?, 'anoint-

ed', translation of Heb. mashf^h; verbal adj.

of xp^stv, 'to anoint'. See chrism.

Christabel, fem. PN. — Prob. a compound of

Christ and Belle. Cp. claribel.

Cliristadelphian, n., one of a religious sect found-

ed in the U.S.A. by John Thomas (1805-71)

about 1850. — Compounded of Christ and Gk.

aSEX96(;, 'brother'. See adelpho- and -ian.

Christ-cross, n. — See criss-cross.

christen, tr. v. — ME. cristnen, cristen, fr. OE.

cristnian, 'to baptize', lit. 'to make Christian',

fr. cristen, 'Christian', fr. Eccles. L. chrislidnus.

See Christian.

Derivatives: christen-er, n., christen-ing, n.

Christendom, n. — OE. cristendom, formed fr.

cristen, 'Christian', with suff. -ddm. See chris-

ten and -dom.

Christian, n. and adj. — Eccles. L. chrTstidnus, fr.

Eccles. Gk. xp'i^cTiavoi;. See Christ and -Ian.

Christian, masc. PN. — Fr. prec. word.

Christianity, n. — OF. chrestiente (F. chretiente),

'Christendom', fr. Eccles. L. christidnitdtem, ace.

of christidnitds, fr. christidnus. See Christian

and -ity.

christianize, tr. v. — Eccles. L. christidnizdre,

fr. Eccles. Gk. yplaTia.'^iZ.zvj, fr. yfiletioLMhc,.

See Christian and -ize.

Derivatives: christianiz-alion, n., christianiz-

er, n.

Christmas, n. — ME. cristesmesse, fr. Late OE.

Cristes mxsse. See Christ and Mass.

Christology, n. — Compounded of Christ and
- Gk. -Xoyli, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: Christolog-ical, adj., Christolog-

ist, n.

Christopher, masc. PN. — Eccles. L. Christo-

phorus, fr. Eccles. Gk. Xpioxocpopot;, lit. 'bearing

Christ'. See Christ and -phore.

-chroia, combining form meaning 'discoloration'.
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as in cacochroia. — Fr. Gk. xpoiii, 'color', which

is rel. to xpo>na, 'color'. See chrome and cp. the

second element in dischroa, Xanthochroi.

-chroic, combining form meaning 'colored', as in

erythrochroic. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk.

Xpota, 'color'. See -chroia.

chroma, n., the quality or intensity of a color. —
Gk. xp(o(j.a, 'color'. See chrome.

chromaffin, adj., having affinity for chromium
salts.—A hybrid coined fr. Gk. xpcojjta, 'color',

and L. affinis, 'related'. See chrome and affinity

and cp. paraffin.

chromatic, adj
.
, i ) pertaining to color ; 2) progres-

sing by halftones (mus.) — L. chromaticus, fr.

Gk. jpii>\xa.-:iy.6c„ 'relating to color', fr. xpo>(jta,

gen. xpcofxaTo?, 'color'. See clirome and -atic and

cp. achromatic, dichromatic, trichromatic, ortho-

chromatic.

Derivatives: chromatic, n., chromatic-al-ly, adv.,

chromatics (q.v.)

chromatics, n., the science of color. — See prec.

word and -ics.

chromatin, n., protoplasm occurring in the nuclei

of cells (biol.) — Coined by the German ana-

tomist Walther Flemming (1843-1905) in 1879

fr. Gk. x9^\>-'^' sen. xp"tJt'*'^o?> 'color'. See

chrome and chem. suff. -in.

chromatism, n., abnormal coloration. — Gk.

7pco|j,aTicf(x6(;, 'a coloring', fr. jpiinia'ci'C.zvi, 'to

color", from xp^iJ-a, gen. xpco[ji.aToc. See chrome

and -ism and cp. chromism.

chromato-, before a vowel chromat-, combining

form denoting color or chromatin. — Gk. XP"-
(jtaxo-, -^piii^ixT-, fr. xp<«it^o'. gen. xP"t^«fo?,

'color'. See chrome.

chromatophore, n., a pigment cell. — Compound-
ed of chromato- and -phore.

chromatoscope, n., an instrument for combining

light rays of different colors into one compound
color. — Compounded of chromato- and Gk.

-cjKo-iov, fr. crxoTreTv, 'to look at, examine'. See

-scope.

chrome, n., i) chromium; 2) chrome steel. — F.,

coined by the French chemist Nicolas-Louis

Vauquelin (1763-1829) in 1797 fr. Gk. xP"H-°''

gen. xpwuaxo?, 'surface of the body, skin, color

of the skin, color', which is rel. to yj^oi^., of

s.m., XP'*'?' sen. xpwf^?, of s.m., xp<i!^£iv, 'to

touch the surface of a body, to tinge, to color',

fr. l.-E. base *ghr6u-, *ghrd-, 'to rub, smear,

tinge', which is rel. to base *gher-, 'to rub',

whence Gk. xp'^'^>
'*° ''^h, anoint', xpi^<i|J^°'i

'an unguent'. See clirism and cp. -chroia, cliroma,

chromatic, and the second element in helio-

chrome, homochromous, metachromatism, me-

tachrosis, monochroic, monoclirome, parachroma.

Derivative: chrome, tr. and intr. v.

chromic, adj., pertaining to chromium.— Formed
fr. cliromium with suff. -ic

Derivative; chromic-ize, tr. v.

chromism, n., abnormal coloration. — Irregular-

ly formed fr. Gk. xpo>[za, 'color', with suff. -ism.

The correct form is chromatism (q.v.)

chromite, n., oxide of iron and chromium,
FeCr204 {mineral) — Formed fr. chromium
with subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: chromit-ite, n.

chromium, n., name of a metallic element (chem)
— ModL., coined by the French chemist Count
Antoine-Fran9ois de Fourcroy (1755-1809) and
the French mineralogist Rend-Just Haiiy (1743-

1822) fr. Gk. xP"lJ-«. 'color; see chrome and -ium.

The element was so called by them because of

its colored compounds.

Derivatives: chrom-ic, adj., chromite, n. (q.v.)

chromo-, before a vowel chrom-, combining form
denoting color or pigment. — Fr. Gk. xpwfia,

'color'. See chromato-.

chromogen, n., the coloring matter of a plant. —
Compounded of diromo- and -gen.

chromolithograph, n., colored picture printed

from stones. — Compounded of chromo- and
litograph.

chromolithography, n., lithographing in colors. —
See prec. word and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

Derivative: chromolitho-graph-ic, adj.

chromophyll, n., pigment occurring in leaves

(biochem.) — Compounded of chromo- and Gk.
qpiiXXov, 'leaf. See phyllo-.

chromosome, n., a minute body occurring in de-

finite number in the cells of a given animal

species (biol.) — Coined by the German ana-

tomist Wilhebn von Waldeyer-Hartz (1836-

1921) in 1888 fr. Gk. xpw(j.a, 'color', and CToJjjia,

'body'. See chromo- and -some, combining form
denoting the body.

chromosphere, n., envelope of gas around the sun

(astron.)— Compounded ofchromo- and sphere.

Derivative: chromospher-ic, adj.

chromotype, n., a photograph in colors. — Com-
pounded of cliromo- and type.

chromotypography, n., printing in colors.— Com-
pounded of cliromo- and typography.

chromotypy, n., the same as chromotypography.
— See chromotype and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

cliromous, adj., pertaining to chromium (chem.)

— See chromium and -ous.

chron-, form of chrono- before a vowel.

chronaxy, chronaxie, n., the shortest time re-

quired to cause the excitation of a nerve cell by

an electric current (physiol.) — F. chronaxie,

coined by the French physiologist Louis La-

picque (1866-1952) in 1909 fr. Gk. xpo'>'°?>

'time', and dt^la, 'worth, value', which is rel. to

S^ick;, 'worthy'. See chrono- and axiom.

chronic, adj., 1) lasting a long time; 2) habitual.

— F. chronique, fr. L. chronicus, fr. Gk. XP^-
vuto?, 'pertaining to time', fr. xp'^'i'o?. 'time',

which prob. stands for *ghr-on-o^ and derives

fr. I.-E. base *gher-, 'to seize, take, hold, close,

envelop', whence also Gk.
X'^'-P>

'hand'; see

diiro-. Time is regarded as 'that which embraces

all things'. See Hofmann, EWG., p. 424 s.v.

Xp6vo;. Cp. chronicle, crony, and the second

1^

element in isoclironous, anachronism, metacliro-

nism, parachronism.

Derivatives: chronic-al-ly, adv., chronic-i-ty, n.,

chronicle (q.v.), chron-ist, n.

chronicle, n. — ME. cronicle, fr. cronique, cro-

nike, fr. OF. cronique (F. chronique), fr. L. chro-

nica, neut. pi. mistaken for a fem. sing., fr. Gk.

Toc jifoviy-i., neut. pi. of xpo'>'t'<6';> 'pertaining

to time', fr. xpo^o;, 'time'. See prec. word.

Derivative: chronicl-er, n.

chrono-, before a vowel chron-, combining form

meaning 'time'.— Gk. xpo^'o-, xpoV". fr. xpov°?>

'time'. See chronic.

chronogram, n., inscription in which certain let-

ters, usually made conspicuous, record a date

expressed in Roman numerals.— Compounded

of chrono- and Gk. yfaL\L\j.a., 'that which is writ-

ten'. See -gram.

Derivatives: chronogramm-atic, chronogramm-

atic-al, adjs., chronogramm-atic-al-ly, adv.

chronograph, n., an instrument for measuring

and recording minute intervals of time.— Com-
pounded of chrono- and Gk. -ypacpoi;, fr. ypa-

tptvj, 'to write'. See -graph.

chronology, n., the science of measuring time by

periods. — F. chronologic. See chrono- and

-logy.

Derivatives; chronolog-ic, chronolog-ical, adjs.,

chronolog-ical-ly, adv., chronolog-ist, n., chro-

nolog-ize, tr. v.

chronometer, n., an instrument for measuring

time. — Compounded of chrOno- and Gk.

ixirpov, 'measure'. See -meter.

Derivatives : chronometr-ic, chonometr-ic-al,

adjs., chronometr-ic-al-ly, adv., chronometr-y, n.

chronopher, n., an instrument used to broadcast

time signals by electricity. — Compounded of

Gk. xpovoi;, 'time', and the stem of tp^pciv, 'to

bear, carry'. Sec chrono- and bear, 'to carry'.

chronoscope, n., an instrument for measuring mi-

nute intervals of time. — Compounded of

chrono- and Gk. -oxottiov, fr. oxoTreTv, 'to look

at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivatives: chronoscop-y, n., chronoscop-ic,

adj., chronoscop-ic-al-ly, adv.

-chroous, combining form meaning 'having (such

and such) a color'. — Gk. -xpoo;, fr. XP"?'
gen. xpwToc, 'color', rel. to xpoia, 'color'. See

-chroia and -ous.

ehrys-, form of chryso- before a vowel.

chrysalid, n., a chrysalis. — See chrysalis,

chrysalid, n., pertaining to a chrysalis. — See

next word.

chrysalis, n., the pupa of butterflies and other

insects. — L. chrysallis, fr. Gk. -/_9^j<sixy>ic„ gen.

-iSo?, 'the gold-colored pupa of the butterfly',

fr. xpvod?, 'gold', fr. Hebrew-Phoenician hdruiz,

'gold', which is rel. to Ugar. hrf, Akkad. hurdfu,

'gold', lit. 'the yeUow metal'; cp. Aram.-Syr.

hard', 'yellow'. Cp. also Milanni hiaruka, 'gold',

which is a Sem. loan word. Heb.-Phoen. hdr&tz,

'gold*, found its way into Mycenaean Greek in

the 15th century. See Michael Ventris and John

Chadwick, Documents in Mycenaean Greek

(Cambridge University Press), Index, s.v. Se-

mitic Loanwords. — Cp. the words chiton,

cumin, sesam.

Chrysanthemum, n. (hot.), a genus of herbs of

the thistle family; (not cap.) any plant of this

genus. — L. chrysanthemum, fr. Gk. xpuaavS^e-

[xov, 'goldflower', the corn marigold', which is

compounded of xpij^o?. 'SoW', and (Sv^^e^i,ov,

'flower', fr. avS-o?, 'flower'. See chrysalis and

anther.

chryselephantine, adj., overlaid with gold and

ivory. — Gk. xpucrsXEtpavTivoi;, compounded of

XpuCTo?, 'gold', and eXecpavTivo:;, 'made of ivory',

fr. iXeipa?, gen. sXitpavTO?, 'elephant, ivory'.

See chrysalis, elephant and -me (representing

Gk. -ivoi;).

Chrysemys, n., a genus of American turtles (zool.)

— ModL., compounded of chrys- and Gk. e(j,u?,

'fresh water turtle'. See Emys.

chryso-, before a vowel chrys-, combining form

meaning 'gold, golden, golden yellow'. — Gk.

XpGfTo-, XP'^'^"' fr. XP"J<^'^?' 'gold'. See chrysalis.

chrysoberyl, n., a semi-precious stone (mineral.)

— L. chrysoberyllus, fr. Gk. xp^'^oMP'^^'^';'

which is compounded of xpScto?, 'gold', and

PrjpuXXoi;, 'beryl'. See chrysalis and beryl.

Chrysochloris, n., a genus of moles (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'golden yellow', compounded ofGk.

Xpu<j6(;, 'gold', and x^^wpoi?' 'greenish yellow'.

See chrysalis and chlorine.

chrysolite, n., a magnesium iron silicate. — ME.

crisolite (F. chrysolithe), fr. L. chrysolithus, fr.

Gk. xp'^<'"^'^''^°?>
which is compounded of

XP'Jtioi;, 'gold', and yJ.&oc,, 'stone'. See chrysalis

and -lite.

Derivative: chrysolit-ic, adj.

chrysoprase, n., an apple-green variety of chal-

cedony (mineral) — Gk. xp'^uo^paoo?. com-

pounded of yj^xtaoc,, 'gold', and Trpaaov, 'leek'.

See chryso- and prase.

Chrysopsis, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family, the golden aster (bot.) — ModL., com-

pounded of Gk. yp'jdoc,, 'gold', and o'ju.?, 'sight,

view' (see chrysalis and -opsis) ; so called from

its golden blossoms.

Chrysothamnus, n., a genus of plants of the

thistle family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of

Gk. xP'Jcto?. 'gold' and da[ji.vo;, 'bush, shrub'.

For the first element see chrysalis. The second

element is related to itaiiic^, 'crowded', dx^a,

'often', orig. 'thickly', and stands in gradational

relationship to &y;(xcov, 'heap', from the stem of

TiftrjfX!., 'I put, place', whence also -fteiia, 'any-

thing laid down, deposit', S-eai;, 'a placing,

setting'. See theme and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

chthonian, adj., pertaining to the gods of the

underworld (Greek mythol.) — Formed with

suff. -an fr. Gk. x^ovioq, 'of the earth', fr. x*"''.

gen. x&ov6i;, 'earth', which stands for 'x^wfA and



chub

is cogn. with OI. ksdht, ace. k^dm, 'earth', fr.

I.-E. *gh(tem-, *gh(tom-, 'earth'. Cp. Toch. A
tkam (B kan), 'earth, place', Hitt. tegan, gen.

taknas, 'earth', which derive from the above

base through metathesis. Cp. also Olr. rf«, gen.

don, 'place' (for *rfon, fr. *ddm, corresponding

to Gk. xS-cjv), duine, 'man'. From *ghom-,

*ghem-, simplified forms of the above base,

derive Gk. x^\i-''-^< '""^ ^^^ ground', L. humus,

'earth', Lith. zeme, Lett, zeme, OPruss. same,

semme, OSlav. zemlja, 'earth'. See humus and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also the second

element in autochthon. Cp. also zemstvo, the

first element in chameleon, camomile,duniwassal,

zemindar, and the second element in bridegroom.

chub, n., a fresh water fish, the chevin. — ME.
chubbe, of unknown origin.

chubby, adj., plump. — Lit. 'resembling a chub';

formed fr. chub with adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: chubb-i-ly, adv., chubb-i-ness, n.

chuck, tr. v., to throw. — Fr. earlier chock, fr. F.

choquer, 'to shock', which is prob. borrowed

fr. Du. schokken, a word of imitative origin.

Cp. shock, 'to collide'.

chuck, intr. v., to cluck. — Of imitative origin.

Derivative: chuck, n.

chuck, n., a chock. — |Prob. a var. of chock,

'block'. Cp. chunk.

Derivatives: chuck, tr. v., to put into a chuck,

chuck-er, n.

chuckle, intr. v.— Of imitative origin. Cp. chuck,

'to cluck'.

chucklehead, n., a blockhead.— The first element

derives fr. obsolete chuckle, 'stupid', fr. chuck,

n. For sense development cp. blockhead.

chudder, also chuddar, n., a sheet of cloth (Anglo-

Ind.) — Hind, chadar, fr. Pers. chddar, 'tent,

pavilion; mantle; scarf, veil; sheet; table cloth'.

Chueta, n., name of a descendant of a christian-

ized Jew on the Balearic Islands. — Sp., fr.

Majorcan jueuet, dimin. of jueu, 'Jew', fr. L.

Judaeus, whence also Sp. judlo. See Jew.

chufa, n., a sedge, Cyperus esculentus. — Sp., fr.

L. cyphi, 'an Egyptian compound incense', fr.

Gk. xutpu

chuff, n., a churl. — Of uncertain origin.

chukker, also chucker, n., a wheel; a circle (/nAa).

— Hind, chakar, chakkar, fr. Ol. ca^rd/i, 'wheel,

circle', which is cogn. with Gk. xiixXo;, 'a ring,

circle'. See cycle and cp. hackery, jack, 'an East

Indian tree'.

chum, n. — Abbreviation of chamber fellow or

chamber mate.

Derivatives: chum, intr. v. (colhq.), ckumm-y,

adj., chum-ship, n.

Chumar, n. — A var. of Chamar.

chump, n. — A blend of chunk and lump,

chunk, n., a thick block. — A nasalized var. of

chuck, 'block'.

Derivatives: chunk-ing, chunk-y, adjs.

chupatty, also cfaapatty, n., a thin unleavened

cake {Anglo-Indian). — Hind, chapati, fr. OI.
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carpatl, 'a flat cake', fr. carpatah, 'flat', which is

possibly of Dravidian origin.

chuppah, n. — See huppah.

chuprassy, n., a messenger wearing a badge

(Anglo-Ind.) — Hind, chaprasl, fr. chaprds.

'badge plate', a word of uncertain origin. The

usual derivation of chaprds fr. Pers. chap-u-

rdst, 'left and right', is folk etymology.

church, n. — ME. chirche, churche, fr. OE. cirice,

cyrice (whence ON. kirkja), fr. MGk. xGpiJcov,

fr. Gk. xijpiaxov (scil. Soiixa), 'the Lord's house'.

OS. kirika, ON. kirkia (Dan. kirke, Swed.

kyrkd), OFris. kerke, MDu. kerke (Du. kerk),

OHG. kirihha, chirihha (MHG., G. kirche),

'church', also derive fr. MGk. jcupixov. OSlav.

cruky (Russ. cerkov') is prob. a Teut. loan word.

Gk. xupiaxov is prop, the neut. of the adjective

xOptaxo;, 'belonging to the Lord', fr. xupto?,

'lord, master', from the adj. xapioq, 'having

power, having authority', fr. xOpo?, 'authority',

which is cogn. with OI. sdvirah, iOrah, 'strong,

brave, courageous', Avestic siira-, sura-, 'strong,

mighty', Gaul. Kauapo?, Olr. caur, 'hero', Co.

caur, W. cawr, 'giant, hero'. These words prob.

derive fr. I.-E. base *kew{e)-, *kewd-, *kii-, 'to

swell out', whence also Gk. xueTv, also xueiv,

'to become or be pregnant', L. cavus, 'hollow'.

See cave, n., and cp. kirk, kermess, 'fair'. Cp.

also curiologic, Cyril, Kyrie eleison, acyrology.

Derivatives : church, tr. v. , church-ing, n., church-

ly, adj., church-li-ness, n., church-y, adj.

churchite, n., a hydrous cerium calcium phos-

phate (mineral.) — Named after the Enghsh

chemist Arthur H.Church (1834-1915). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

churl, n., 1) a peasant; 2) a boor. — ME. cheorl,

cherl, churl, fr. OE. ceorl, 'a freeman of low

degree, man, husband, male', rel. to MLG.
kerle, Du. kerel, 'freeman of low degree', G.

Kerl, 'fellow', ON. karl, 'old man, man, servant'

(whence OE. carl, 'man'), Norw. kar, 'man',

kail, 'an old man', OHG. karal, 'man, husband,

lover' [whence MHG. karl, of s.m., and the

ML. PN. Carolus, the G. PN. Karl: cp. also Lith.

karalius, OSlav. kralji (Russ. koroV, Pol. krol,

Czech krdl), 'king', which go back to Carolus =
Charles I (Charlemagne), king of the Franks]

;

fr. I.-E. base *ger{e)-, 'to become ripe, grow

old', whence also OI. jdrati, 'grows old', Gk.

Y£pa)v,'old man', Yr;poci6(;, yipa^-^oi;, 'old', Goth.

kaurn, OE. corn, 'grain'. See com, 'grain',

and cp. next word. Cp. also Carl, carling,

Caroline, Caroline, 'old woman', Carolus, Char-

les, Charles's Wain, housccarl. Cp. also geronto-

and words there referred to.

Derivatives; churl-ed, churl-ish, adjs., churl-ish-

ly, adv., churl-ish-ness, n., churl-y, adj.

chum, n., a machine for making butter. — ME.
chirne, chyrne, cherne, fr. OE. cyrin, rel. to ON.
kirna, Swed. kdrna, Dan. kjerne, Du. karn,

MHG. kern, dial. G. Kirn, Kern, 'a chum',

fr. Teut. *kerna-, 'cream', prop, 'the kernel of
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the milk'; rel. also to OE. cyrnel, ON. kjarni,

'kernel', and to OE. com, ON., OHG. korn,

'com'. See corn, 'grain', and cp. kernel. Cp.

also kirn. Cp. also prec. word.

churn, tr. v., to make (butter) in a churn; intr.

v., to use a chum in making butter. — ME.
chirnen, chyrnen, chernen, rel. to Swed. kdrna,

Dan. kjerne, Du. karnen, G. kernen, 'to chum',

and to ME. chirne, 'chum'. See churn, n.

Derivatives: chum-er, n., churn-ing, n.

churr, intr. v., to make a whirring sound (as that

made by some birds or insects) ; tr. v., to utter

with a churr. — Of imitative origin. Cp. chirr.

Derivative: churr, n.

churrus, n., an apparatus for drawing water

{India). — Hind, charas, fr. charsd, 'hide', fr.

01. carman-, 'hide, leather'. See corium and cp.

Chamar.

chute, n., waterfall; shoot. — F. chute, 'fall', re-

fashioned after the pp. chu, fr. OF. cheoite, fern,

pp. of cheoir used as a noun fr. VL. *cadectus,

formed on analogy of L. collectus, pp. of colli-

gere, 'to gather', fr. *cadere (L. cadere), 'to

fair. See cadence. In sense development, E.

chute was partly influenced by the word shoot.

Cp. parachute.

Derivatives: chute, tr. and intr. v., chut-er, n.

chutney, n., a strong pickle. — Hind, chatni.

chyle, n., fluid formed from the chyme in the

small mtestine{physiol.)—LateL. chylus, fr. Gk.

xOXog, 'juice', from the stem of x^iv, 'to pour',

whence also xW'^'i< 'juice', ziicfii;, 'efl"usion',

XUTpa, fuTpoz, 'earthen pot', yj^i'ko'^, 'a liquid'

(lit. 'anything that may be poured'), xijSvjv, 'in

a stream', jor\, 'a pouring out', xo*''''). 'funnel',

XOiwuvai, 'to throw up, heap up', fr. base x"-.

corresponding to I.-E. base *ghu-, *gheu-, 'to

pour', whence OI. ju-hSti, ju-hute, 'pours into

the fire, sacrifices', hStar, 'sacrificer, priest',

hdtrah, 'offering, oblation'. Arm. joyl, 'poured',

jew, 'form, figure', h.flitis, 'a water vessel, pit-

cher'
,
J'iitilis, 'that pours out easily; vain, futile'.

Cp. chyme. Cp. also choana, chonolith, chytra,

chytridium, diachylon, ecchymosis, synchytrium,

urachus. For base *ghu-d-, *gheu-d-, a -rf-en-

largement of the above base, see found, 'to cast',

and cp. words there referred to.

chyli-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

chyle'. — See chylo-.

chylitication, n.,the formation of chyle (physiol.)

— A hybrid coined fr. Gk. x^'^^i;, 'juice', and

the Latin suff'. -ficdtio (see -fication). The cor-

rect form would be chylosis, fr. Gk. x^Xoian;,

'a converting into chyle', fr. ypXitc,. See chyle

and cp. chymification.

chylify, tr. v., to convert into chyle; intr. v., to

be converted into chyle {physiol.) — See prec.

word and -fy.

chylo-, chyli-, combining form meaning 'pertain-

ing to chyle'. — Gk. x'J''0-> X"'-''"' f^. x'3X6;,

'juice'. See chyle,

chyme, n., the semiliquid food passing from the

stomach into the small intestine, {physiol.) —
Late L. chymus, fr. Gk. y^]i.iic., 'juice', which is

rel. to x>J^o;. 'juice'. See chyle and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also enchyma and words
there referred to.

chymiferous, adj., containing chyme. — See

chyme and -ferous.

chymification, n., the conversion of food into

chyme {physiol.) — A hybrid coined fr. Gk.

Xufi-o?, 'juice', and the Latin suff'. -ficdtio (see

-fication). The correct form would be chymosis,

fr. Gk. xuiJL"<JL?, 'a converting into chyme', fr.

XU[i.<i(;. See chyme and cp. chylification.

chymify, tr. v., to convert into chyme (physiol.)—
See prec. word and -fy.

chymous, adj., pertaining to chyme. — See chyme

and -ous.

chytra, n., an earthen pot {Greek aniig.) — Gk.

XUTpa, fr. x*^-. tli^ stem of x^tv, 'to pour',

whence also x'J^o?' 'juice'. See chyle and cp.

next word.

Chjftridium, n., a genus of fungi (hot.)—A ModL.
dimin. formed fr. Gk. xuTpa, 'earthen pot'. See

prec. word and -idium.

cibol, n., the Welsh onion. — F. ciboule, fr.

OProven?. cebula, fr. L. caepulla, dimin. of cae-

pa, cepa, 'onion', fr. Gk. ""xtiitt) or 'xrjTria; cp.

Gk. xaTTia, rendered in Hesychius by trxApoSoc

('garlic'). Cp. chive, cipolin.

cibophobia, n., morbid aversion to food {med.) —
A hybrid coined fr. L. cibus, 'food', and Gk.

96^01;, 'fear'. L. cibus is of uncertain origin. For

the etymology of Gk. 96^01; see -phobe. The

correct form is sitophobia (q.v.), in which both

elements are of Greek origin.

ciborium, n., i) a canopy, esp. one covering an

altar; 2) a covered cup for keeping the conse-

crated Eucharistic wafers (R.C.Ch). — L.

ciborium, 'a drinking cup resembUng in form

the leaves ofthe Egyptian bean', fr.Gk.xipcopiov,

'fruit of the Egyptian bean', a word of foreign,

prob. Sem., origin.

Cicada, n., a genus of insects (entomol.) — L.

cicada, 'tree cricket', perh. a loan word from a

Mediterranean language. Cp. cigala. Cp. also

Ciconia.

cicatrice, n., a scar. — F., fr. L. cicdtricem, ace.

of cicatrix. See cicatrix.

cicatricial, adj., relating to, or resembling, a ci-

catrice. — See prec. word and -ial.

cicatricle, also cicatricule, n., i) a small cicatrix

;

2) the germinating point in the yolk of an egg

(embryol.) — L. cicdtricula, dimin. of cicatrix,

gen. cicdtricis, 'scar'. See cicatrix.

cicatricose, adj., marked by cicatrices. — L. ci-

cdtricosus, 'marked with scars', fr. cicatrix, gen.

cicdtricis. See next word and adj. suff. -ose.

cicatrix, n., a scar (med. and bot.) — L. cicatrix,

'scar', of uncertain origin.

cicatrize, tr. and intr. v., to heal by the formation

of a cicatrix. — ModL. cicdtrizdre, formed fr.

L. cicatrix, with suff. -izare. Cp. L. cicdtricdri.



cicely

'to be cicatrized'. See prec. word and -ize.

Derivative : cicatriz-ation, n.

cicely, also cecily, n. — L., fr. Gk. aEctEXic, 'hart-

wort', which is prob. of Egyptian origin; in-

fluenced in form by the PN. Cecily, Cicely.

Cicely, fern. PN. — A var. of Cecily (q.v.)

cicerone, n., guide. — It., fr. L. Cicero, the great

Roman orator (106-43 B.C.E.); so called in al-

lusion to the talkativeness of guides.

Derivatives: cicerone, tr. v., ciceron-age, n.,

cicerone-ship, n., ciceron-ize, tr. and intr. v.

Ciceronian, adj., resembling Cicero, eloquent. —
Formed fr. L. Cicero (see prec. word) with suff.

-ian.

Derivative: Ciceronian-ism, n.

Cichoriaceae, n. pi., the chicory family (hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Cichorium with suff. -aceae.

cichoriaceous.adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

Cichorium, n., a genus of plants, the succory or

chicory {bot^ — ModL., see chicory.

Cicindelidae, n. pi., a family of beetles, the tiger

beetles (entomol.) — ModL., fr. L. cicindela,

'glowworm', formed with reduplication

—

through the medium of the forms *cecandela,

*cecendela—fr. candere, 'to glow'. See candid

and cp. words there referred to. For the ending

see suff. -idae.

cicisbeo, n., the recognized lover of a married

woman. — It., prob. of imitative origin. Cp.

Venetian cici, 'chattering of women', used in

this sense in the 1 8th century.

ciclatoun, n., a medieval fabric of precious ma-

terial (obsol.) — OF. ciclaton, fr. Arab, siqilldf,

'tissue adorned with seals'. See scarlet.

Ciconia, n., a genus of birds, the stork (ornithol.)

— L. ciconia, 'stork' ; of uncertain origin. It is

possibly, like cicada, 'tree cricket' (see Cicada),

a loan word from a Mediterranean language.

Cicuta, n., a genus of herbs of the carrot family

(hot.) — L. cicUta, 'hemlock', of uncertain ori-

gin. Cp. kex.

-cide, suff. meaning 'killer, murderer', as in

fratricide, regicide, suicide. — F. -cide, fr. L.

-cida, fr. -cidere, used in compounds for caedere,

'to strike down, slay', whence caementum, 'rough

stone, stone chippings'. See cement and cp.

words there referred to. For the change of ae (in

L. caedere) to f (in -cidere) see acquire and cp.

words there referred to.

-cide, suff. meaning 'killing, murder', as in fra-

tricide, regicide, suicide. — F. -cide, fr. L. -ci-

dium, fr. -cidere. See prec. word and cp. words

there referred to, most of which are used accord-

ing to both senses of the suff. -cide (e.g. regicide

can mean both 'the killing of a king', and 'the

killer of a king', etc.)

cider, n. — ME. sidre, fr. OF. sidre (F. cidre),

fr. Late L. sicera, fr. Septuagint Gk, tjixepa, fr.

Heb. shekhdr, 'strong drink', fr. shakhdr, 'he

drank his fill, became drunk', which is rel. to

Arab, sakira, Ethiop. sakdra, 'he was drunk',

Ugar. shkr, Akkad. shakdru, 'to be drunk',

Aram. shikhrA, Syr. shaklird, Arab, sdkar,

'strong drink'.

ci-devant, adj., former.— F., 'formerly, previous-

ly', compounded of ci-, 'here', and devant, 'be-

fore, in front of. The first element derives fr.

L. ecce hie, 'behold here' (see ecce). The second

element is formed fr. de, 'from' (fr. L. de, 'from,

away from'), and avant, 'before' (see de- and

avaunt).

cienaga, n., marsh, moor. — Sp. cienaga, form-

ed fr. L. caenum, 'dirt, filth, mud, mire'. See

obscene.

cierge, n., a wax candle. — F., fr. L. cereus, 'of

wax', used as a noun, fr. cera, 'wax'. See cere, n.

cigala, cigale,n., a cicada.— F. cigale, fr. OProv-

en?. cigala, fr. VL. *cicdla (whence also It.

cicala, Sp. cigarra), fr. L. cicada, 'tree cricket'.

See cicada.

cigar, n.— Sp. cigarro, fr. Maya siqar, 'to smoke

tobacco', fr. siq, 'tobacco'. Connection with Sp.

cigarra, 'grasshopper' (see cicada), is due to

popular etymology.

cigarette, cigaret, n. — F. cigarette, dimin. of

cigare, 'cigar', fr. Sp. cigarro. See prec. word

and -ette, resp. -et.

cilia, n. pi., i) eyelashes {anal.); 2) fine hairs re-

sembling eyelashes (bot. and zool.) — L. cilia,

pi. of citium, 'eyelid', prob. back formation fr.

supercilium, 'eyebrow', so that cilium would lit.

mean 'that which is under the eyebrows', i.e.

'the eyelid'. (Cilium means also 'eyebrow'. This

meaning is secondary, and prob. taken over fr.

supercilium.) Supercilium, 'eyebrow', stands for

*superkeliom and prop, means 'the covering

above', fr. super- and -cilium, which is rel. to

celare, 'to hide'. See cell and words there refer-

red to, and cp. superciliary. Cp. also seel, 'to

blind', and the second element in Blephilia.

Derivatives: cili-ary, citi-ate, cili-ated, adjs.

cilice, n., a coarse cloth. — F., fr. L. cilicium, 'a

covering', orig. 'cloth made of Cilician goats'

hair', prop. neut. of the adjective Cilicius, 'Ci-

lician', fr. Gk. KiXiKioi;, of s.m., whence also

KiXixia (scil. Y^), 'Cilicia', lit. 'Cilician earth'.

cillosis, n., a spasmodic trembling of the eyelid

{med.) — A Medical L. hybrid formed fr. L.

cilium, 'eyelid', with the Greek suff. -wcti?. See

cilia and -osis.

cimelia,n. pi., treasures.— ML.,fr.Gk.y.£!.ij.riXia.

pi. of x£t|j,TiXirjv, 'treasure', lit. 'anything stored

up', from the stem of xsljiai, 'I lie down, rest'.

See home and cp. civil.

cimex, n., bedbug. — L. cimex, 'a bug', lit. 'the

dark-brown insect', cogn. with OI. syamdh,

'black, blackish', Avestic sdma-, 'black", Lith.

semas, 'bluish grey, grey'. Cp. chinch and the

first element in syagush.

Cimicifuga, n., a genus of plants of the crowfoot

family (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'driving away the

bugs', fr. L. cimex, gen. cimicis, 'bug', and

-fugus, 'flying from', in modern usage, 'putting

to flight'. See cimex and -fuge.
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Cimmerian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. Cimmerii, fr. Gk. Kt[X[x£ptot.

cimolite, n., a hydrous aluminum silicate {mine-

ral) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. L. Ci-

molia, fr. Gk. Ki|xuX{a (scil. yr)), 'Cimolian

earth', fr. Kiij.coao(;, 'Cimolus', an island of the

Cyclades, well known for its chalky soil.

cinch, n., I) a saddle girth ; 2) a firm hold {coUoq.)

— Sp. cincha, 'girth', fr. cincho, 'girdle, belt',

fr. L. cinctum, neut. pp. of cingere, 'to gird'.

See cincture.

Derivative : cinch, tr. v.

Cinchona, n., i) a genus of trees of the madder

family {boty, 2) {not cap.) the dried bark of

various species of Cinchona and the drug

made from it. — ModL., coined by Linnaeus

from the name of the countess of Chinchdn,

who introduced the drug into Spain in 1638.

(The formation of the name is erroneous. The

exact form should have been Chinchonia.)

cinchonism, n., the effect of cinchona or its alka-

loids (med.) — Formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-ism.

cinclis, n., an orifice for the protrusion of the

acontia of sea anemones (zool.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. xtyxXi;, 'a latticed gate'. See cincture,

cinct, adj., girt, girdled. — L. cinclus, pp. of cin-

gere, 'to gird'. See next word.

cincture, n., a belt, girdle. — L. cinctura, 'a girdle',

fr. L. cinctus, pp. of cingere, 'to gird, bind

round', prob. cogn. with OI. kdiicate, 'binds',

kahci, 'girdle', Lith. kinkau, kinkyti, 'to harness

horses', and perh. also with Gk. xiyxXi;, 'a lat-

ticed gate'. For the ending see suff. -ure. Cp.

cinch, cingulum, cinter, precinct, succinct, sur-

cingle, shingles, enceinte, adj. and n.

Derivative ; cincture, tr. v.

cinder, n. — OE. sinder, 'impurity of metal,

dross', rel. to OS. sinder, ON. sindr, Dan sinder,

MLG., MDu. sinder, Du. sintel, OHG. sintar,

MHG. sinter, sinder, G. Sinter, and cogn with

OSlav. sfdra, 'sinter', Czech sddra (for *sen-

rf/ira),'gypsum'.Cp. sinter. The spelling of iwrft-r

was influenced by F. cendre, 'ashes', with which

it has nothing in common.

Derivatives: cinder, tr. v., cinder-y, adj.

Cinderella, n. — Formed with dimin. suff. -ella

fr. cinder on analogy of F. Cendrillon, 'Cinder-

ella', fr. cendre, 'ashes', which derives fr. L.

cinerem, ace. of cinis, 'ashes'. See cinerary and

cp. G. Aschenbrodel, 'Cinderella' (fr. Asche,

"ashes', and brodeln, 'to boil').

cinema, n., a motion picture. — Short for cine-

matograph,

cinematograph, kinematograph. — Coined by the

brothers Lumiere in 1896 fr. Gk. -Avr^ixx, gen.

y.!:vf,ij.aTo;, 'motion', and -ypacpo;, fr. ypacyeiv,

'to write' See kinematic and -graph.

Derivatives: cinematograph, tr. and intr. v. and

ady,cinematograph-ic,cinematograph-ic-al,a.d}S.,

cinematograph-ic-al-ly, adv., cinematograph-y,n.

cinerama, n., a modern motion-picture system

employing a wide screen to simulate panoramic

vision. — Formed fr. Gk. zTveiv, 'to move'

(see kinematic), on analogy of panorama; see

-rama. The word cinerama is incorrectly formed.

The correct form would be cinorama.

Cineraria, n., a genus of plants of the aster family

(j,Qt) — ModL., fr. L. cinerdrius, 'of ashes', fr.

cinis, gen. cineris, 'ashes' (see cinerary) ; so called

from the color of the down on the leaves.

cinerarium, n., a place to keep the ashes of the

cremated dead. — L., prop. neut. of the adjec-

tive cinerdrius, 'pertaining to ashes', used as a

noun, fr. cinis, gen. cineris, 'ashes'. See next

word.

cinerary, adj., pertaining to ashes. — L. cine-

rdrius, 'pertaining to ashes', fr. cinis, gen. cineris,

'ashes', which is cogn. with Gk. xovi?, 'dust'.

For the ending see adj. suff. -ary. Cp. inciner-

ate. Cp. also aconite, conio-, conidium, and the

second element in Cycloconium, Gymnoconia,

pneumoconiosis,

cinereous, adj., of the color of ashes. — L. cine-

reus, 'ashen, ashy', fr. fWM, gen. crnwH, "ashes'.

See cinerary. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L.

-us, see suff. -ous.

Cingalese, n. and adj., Singhalese. — See Sin-

ghalese.

cingulum, n., belt, girdle (anat. and zool) — L.,

'girdle', fr. cingere, 'to gird'. See cincture and

cp. surcingle.

cinnabar, n., HgS, mercuric sulfide, a bright red

mineral. — F. cinahre, fr. OF. cenobre, fr. L.

cinndbaris, fr. Gk. xiwi[iapi, which prob.

derives fr. Pers. shangdrf, 'red lead, cinnabar'.

Derivatives: cinnabar-ic, cinnahar-ine, adjs.

Cinnamomum, n., a genus of plants of the laurel

family (bot.) —- L., 'cinnamon'. See next word.

cinnamon, n. — L. cinnamomum, cinnamon, fr.

Gk. jtivvdc^Aconov, xwvaiiov, fr. Heb. qinnamSn.

The Greek word has been altered fr. orig.

*/.t.^^•^i.]X(i>•)'J^, prob. under the influence of Gk.

aao)|jiov, 'a spice plant'.

cinq(ue), n., the five in dice or cards. — F. cinq,

dissimilated fr. L. quinque, 'five'. Sec quinque-,

cinqueccntist, n., an Italian artist or poet of the

l6th century. — It. cinquecentisla, 'an artist of

the cinquccento', a hybrid coined fr. It. cinque-

cento (see next word) and -ist, a suff. of Greek

origin.

cinquecento, n., the i6th century in Italian art and

literature. — It., shortened from md cinquecento,

'one thousand and five hundred'. See cinque

and cent, 'a hundred'.

cinquefoil, n., a plant of the rose family, with

leaves compounded of five leaflets. — ME. cinc-

foille, fr. L. quinquefolium (whence also It. cinque-

foglie, cinquefoglio), which is compounded of

quinque, 'five', and folium, 'leaf ; cp. F. quinle-

feidlle, 'cinquefoil', and see cinque and ist

foil. L. quinquefolium is a loan translation of

Gk. •irevTa9uXXov, which is compounded of

Tzsvre, 'five', and qj'jXXov, 'leaf.



cinque-pace, n., a dance whose rhythm was regu-

lated by the number five. — Compounded of

cinque and pace, n.

Cinq Ports, a group of towns (orig. five) on the

southeast coast of England. — F., 'five (sea)

ports'. See cinq(ue) and port, 'harbor'.

cinter, cintre, n., the centering of an arch or

bridge. — F. cintre, 'curve, bend', fr. cintrer, 'to

curve, bend', fr. VL. *cincturdre, fr. L. cinctura,

'cincture, girdle', fr. cinctus, pp. of cingere, 'to

gird'. See cinctiu-e and cp. words there referred to.

cion, n., the uvula. — Gk. xlcov, 'pillar; uvula',

cogn. with Arm. siun, 'pillar'.

cipher, n. — ME. cyphre, fr. OF. cifre, 'zero', fr.

Sp. cifra, fr. Arab, sifr, 'empty; zero' (fr. sdfara,

'was empty'), which is a loan translation of OI.

sunydh, 'empty; cipher with no real value; zero'

(F. chiffre, 'cipher', derives fr. It. cifra, of s.m.,

fr. ML. cifra, which is also borrowed fr. Arab.

sifr). Cp. MHG. cifre, 'zero' (whence G. Ziffer,

'cipher'), which derives fr. OF. cifre. Cp. deci-

pher. Cp. also zero, which is a doublet oi cipher.

Derivatives: cipher, tr. and intr. v., cipher-er, n.

cipolin, n., a green Itahan marble. — F., fr. It.

cipollino, 'a little onion', dimin. formed fr. ci-

polla, 'onion', fr. L. caepulla, dimin. of caepa,

cepa, 'onion'; so called because the foliated

form of this marble resembles the coats of an

onion. See cibol and cp. chive.

cippus, n., post, inscribed column used as a land-

mark (Roman antiq.) — L., 'post, stake, pillar,

gravestone, boundary stone, landmark', of un-

certain origin. It is possibly rel. to L. sclpio,

'staff", and cogn. with Gk. axtircov, 'staff,

stick', ON. skifa, OS. skiVa, etc., 'disk, slice'.

See sheave, n.

circa, adv. and prep.— L., 'round about, nearly'.

See circus and cp. circum-.

Circaea, n,, a genus of plants, the enchanter's

nightshade ibol^)— ModL., named after L. Circe,

the enchantress. See Circe.

Circaetus, n., a genus of large hawks (ornithot.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. xipxog, 'hawk',

and dtEToi;, 'eagle'. The first element, together

with xpe5> zEpxii;, xspxvo;, 'hawk', prob. de-

rives from the L-E. imitative base *qer-q-,

whence also Ol. kfkarah, 'partridge'. Alb.

sk^irake, 'hen', skirEzr., 'partridge', Gk. xlp/vo;,

'hoarseness'. Cp. croak, grackle. For the imi-

tative base *qer-, 'to crow', see raven and cp.

words there referred to. For the second element

in Circaetus see aeto-.

circar, n. — A var. of sircar.

Circe, n., name of a sorceress in the Odyssey. —
L. Circe, fr. Gk. Kipxr,, which prob. means lit.

'wrapping up, covering', and derives fr. Heb.-

Phoenician kardkh, "he wrapped up'. For sense

development cp. Calypso, fr. Gk. xaXuTtTeiv, 'to

cover'.

Circean, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, Circe.

— Formed with sufT. -an fr. L. Circaeus, fr.

Circe. See prec. word.

circinate, adj., ring-shaped. — L. circindtus, pp.

of circindre, 'to make round', fr. circinus, 'a pair

of compasses', fr. Gk. xtpxivo?, fr. xipxoi;,

'circle'. See circus and adj. suff. -ate and cp.

circle. Cp. also next word.

Circinus, n., the Compasses, a southern constel-

lation (astron.) — L., 'a pair of compasses',

fr. Gk. xipxivoi;. See prec. word.

circle, n. — ME. cercle, fr. F. cercle, fr. L. cir-

culus (whence also OProven?. cercle, celcle,

Catal. cercle. It. cerchio), dimin. oi circus, 'ring'.

See circus and cp. circuit, circular.

Derivatives: circle, tr. and intr. v., circl-ed, adj.,

circl-er, n., circl-er, n.

circuit, n. — F., fr. L. circuitus, fr. circulre, cir-

cumire, 'to go round', fr. circum, 'round', and
ire, 'to go'. See circiun- and itinerate.

Derivatives: circuit, tr. and intr. v., circuit-al,

adj., circuit-er, n.

circuitous, adj., roundabout. — ML. circuitdsus,

fr. L. circuitus, a\so circumitus, 'a going round',

fr. circuitus, pp. of circuire, circumire, 'to go
round'; see prec. word and -ous. The word
c/>c«;7o«.? was first used by Henry More (1614-

87), philosopher of the Cambridge Platonist

school, in 1664.

Derivatives: circuitous-ly, adv., circuitous-ness,

n.

circular, adj. — L. circuldris, fr. circutus. See

circle and -ar.

Derivatives: circular, n., circularity (q.v.), cir-

cular-ize, tr. v., circular-iz-ation, n., circular-iz-

er, n., circular-ly, adv., circular-ness, n.

circularity, n. — ML. circuldritds, fr. L. circu-

ldris. See prec. word and -ity.

circulate, intr. and tr. v. — L. circuldtus, pp. of

circuldri, 'to forin a circle', fr. circulus. See

circle and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: circulation (q.v.), circulat-ive, adj.,

circulator, circulatory (qq.v.)

circulator, n. — L., 'peddler, mountebank, quack',

fr. circuldtus, pp. of circuldri. See prec. word
and agential suff". -or.

circulatory, adj. — L. circuldtdrius, fr. circuldtus,

pp. of circuldri. See circulate and adj. suff.

-ory.

circum-, pref. meaning 'around, all around,

about'. — L., 'around, about', lit. 'in a circle',

adv. ace. of circus, 'ring'. See circus.

circumambience, circumambiency, n. — Formed
fr. next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

circumambient, adj., going round, surrounding.

— Compounded of circum-, and ambient.

circumambulate, tr. and intr. v. — L. circum-

ambuldtus, pp. of circumambuldre, 'to walk

around', fr. circum- and ambuldre, 'to walk'.

See ambulate, amble.

Derivatives : circumambulat-ion, n.,circumambu-

lat-or, n., circumambulat-ory, adj.

circumbendibus, n., a roundabout way. — Facet-

iously formed fr. circum-, bend and -ibus, the

Latin abl. pi. suff. of the 3rd declension.
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circumcise, tr. v. — L. circumcisus, pp. of circum-

cidere, 'to cut around', fr. circum- and caedere,

'to cut'. See cement. For the change of caedere

to -cidere (in circum-cidere) see acquire and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: circumcis-er, n., circumcision (q.v.)

circumcision, n. — L. circumcisio, gen. -onis, 'a

cutting around', fr. circumcisus, pp. of circum-

cidere. See prec. word and -ion.

circumference, n. — L. circumferentia, fr. L. cir-

cumferens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of circumferre,

'to carry round', fr. circum- and ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See bear, 'to carry'. L. circumferentia

is a loan translation of Gk. mpirfipeia, lit.

'a carrying round', fr. 7Tepi9epsiv, 'to carry

round' (see periphery).

circumferential, adj. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. circumferentia. See prec. word.

circumflex, adj. — L. circumflexus, 'bent round',

pp. of circumflectere, 'to bend round', fr. cir-

cum and fleetere, 'to bend'. See flex, 'to bend'.

Derivatives: circumflex, tr. v., circumflex-ion, n.

circumflex, n., the mark ', ", or ~ placed over

long vowels in Greek to indicate a composite

(i.e. rising and then falling) tone. — L. (accen-

tus) circumflexus, lit. '(accent) bent round' (see

prec. word), is a loan translation of Gk. (irpoa-

(oSta) nrspKTTtcoijtfw), lit. 'accent drawn round'

(see perispomenori) ; so called in allusion to its

shape.

circumfluence, n., a flowing round. — L. *cir-

cumfluentia, fr. circumfluens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -ce.

circumfluent, adj., flowing round. — L. circum-

fluens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of circumfluere,

'to flow round', fr. circum- and fluere, 'to flow'.

See fluent.

circumfuse, tr. v., i) to pour round; 2) to sur-

round. — L. circumfOsus, pp. of circumfundere,

'to pour around', fr. circum- and fundere, 'to

pour'. See found, "to cast".

circumfusion, n. — L. circumfiisio, gen. -onis, fr.

circumfHsus, pp. of circumfundere. See prec.

word and -ion.

circumgyrate, intr. v., to revolve, rotate. — Late

L. circumgyrdtus, pp. of circumgyrdre, 'to turn

round, revolve', fr. circum- and L. gyrdre, 'to

turn'. See gyrate.

Derivatives: circumgyral-ion, n., circumgyrot-

ory, adj.

circumjacence, circumjacency, n. — Formed fr.

next word with sutT. -ce, resp. -cy.

circumjacent, adj., lying around. — L. circum-

jacens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of circumjacere,

'to lie around, border upon', fr. circum- andya-

cere, 'to lie', which orig. meant 'to cast oneself

down', fr. jacio, jacere, 'to throw, cast, hurl'.

See jet, 'to spirt forth' and -ent and cp. adjacent

and words there referred to.

circumlittoral, adj., lying along the shore. —
Formed fr. circum- and littoral.

circumlocution, n., a roundabout expression. —

L. circumlocutio, gen. -onis, 'circumlocution', fr.

circumlocQtus, pp. of circumloqui, 'to make use

of circumlocution', lit. 'to talk round', fr. cir-

cum- and loqui, 'to speak'. See locution.

Derivatives : circumlocution-al, circumlocution-

ary, adjs., circumlocution-ist, n., circumlocut-

ory, adj.

circumnavigable, adj. — See next word and -able

and cp. navigable.

circumnavigate, tr. v., to sail round. — L. circum-

ndvigdtus, pp. oi circumndvigdre, 'to sail round',

fr. circum- and ndvigdre, 'to sail'. See navigate.

Derivatives: circumnavigat-ion, n., circumnavi-

gat-or, n., circumnavigat-ory, adj.

circumnutate, intr. v., to move around in an ir-

regular spiral or elliptical path (said of growing

parts of a plant). — Formed fr. circum- and

nutate.

Derivatives: circumnutat-ion, n., circumnutat-

ory, adj.

circumpolar, adj., around or near a pole. —
Formed fr. circum- and polar.

circumscissile, adj., opening by a transverse cir-

cular line.— Formed with sufl". -ile fr. L. circum-

scissus, pp. of circumscindere, 'to strip off a-

round', fr. circum- and scindere, 'to cut, split,

cleave'. See scissile.

circumscribe, tr. v., i) to encircle; 2) to limit. —
L. circumscribere, 'to draw a line round, en-

close', fr. circum- and scribere, 'to write'. See

scribe.

Derivative: circumscrib-er, n.

circumscript, adj. — L. circumscriptus, 'circum-

scribed', pp. of circumscribere. See prec. word.

Derivatives : circumscript-ive, adv., circumscript-

ive-ly, adv.

circumscription, n. — L. circumscriplio, gen.-dnis,

fr. circumscriptus, pp. of circumscribere. See

circumscribe and -ion.

circumspect, adj., cautious. — L. circumspectus,

pp. of circumspicere, 'to look about', fr. specere,

spicere, 'to look'. See species.

Derivatives: circumspection (q.v.), circumspect-

ive, adj., circumspect-ly, adv.

circumspection, n. — L. circumspectid, gen. -onis,

fr. circumspectus, pp. of circumspicere. See prec.

word and -ion.

circumstance, n. — ME., fr. OF. circumstance,

circonstance (F. circonstance), fr. L. circumstan-

tia, 'a surrounding, condition, attribute, circum-

stance', lit. 'a standing around', fr. circumstdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of circumstdre, 'to sur-

round', fr. circum- and stare, 'to stand', see

state. L. circumstantia is a loan translation of

Gk. -z^i.n-'xrsic, 'circumstance', lit. 'a standing

around'.

Derivatives: circumstance, tr. v., circumslance-

ed, adj.

circumstantial, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. L. circumstantia. See prec. word.

Derivatives: circumstantial, n., circumstantial-

ity, n., circumstantial-ly, adv.



circumstantiate

circumstantiate, tr. v., to give a detailed proof

of. — Formed with verbal suff. -ate fr. L. cir-

cumstantia. See circumstance.

Derivative : circumstantiat-ion, n.

circumvallate, tr. v., to surround with a rampart.

— L circumvallatus, pp. of circumvalldre, 'to

surround with a wall', fr. circum- and valldre,

'to entrench with a wall, to wall', fr. vallum,

'wall, rampart'. See vallum.

Derivative : circumvallat-ion, n.

circumvent, tr. v., to go around; to outwit. —
L. circumventus, pp. of circumvenire, 'to come

around (something), to surround in a hostile

manner, to oppress', fr. circum- and venire, 'to

come'. See venue, 'arrival'.

Derivatives: circumvention (q.v.), circumvent-

ive, adj.

circumvention, n. — L. circumventio, gen. -onis,

fr. circumventis, pp. of circumvenire. See prec.

word and -ion.

circumvolution, n., a rolling around. — Formed

with suflF. -ion fr. L. circumvolHtus, pp. of cir-

cumvolverc, 'to roll round', fr. circum- and vol-

vere, 'to roll'. See volute and -ion.

circumvolve, tr. and intr. v., to revolve. — L.

circumvolvere. See prec. word.

circus, n. - L. circus, 'a circle, ring, a round

enclosure for games', more prob. borrowed

from, than cogn. with Gk. KipKo?, xpixo?, 'a

ring'- fr. l.-E. base *qri-q-, enlargement of base

*qer-, \k, lutii, twist", whence L. curvus, 'bent,

curved'. See curve and cp. cirque, search, cricoid,

cirque, n., circus. — F., fr. L. circus. See prec.

word.

cirrhosis, n., a disease of the liver (tned.)— Medi-

cal L., coined by the French physician Ren6-

Theophile-Hyacinthe Laennec (1781-1826) fr.

Gk. xtppo?, 'orange tawny', which is of un-

certain origin; so called in allusion to the

yellowish color of the diseased liver. For the

ending see suff. -osis.

cirri-, combining form meaning 'curl, ringlet'. —
Fr. L. cirrus, gen. cirri. See cirrus,

cirriferous, adj., having tendrils (bot) — Com-
pounded of cirri- and -ferous.

cirriform, adj., having the shape of a curl or ten-

dril. — Compounded of cirri- and L. forma,

'form, shape'. See -form,

cirriped, adj., pertaining to the Cirripedia. —
See next word.

Cirripedia, n. pi., an order of crustaceans (zoo/.)

— ModL., compounded of L. cirrus, 'curl', and

pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See cirrus and pedal,

cirro-. — See cirri-.

cirrose, adj., resembling a curl or curls {hot. and

zool^ — Formed fr. cirrus with adj. suff. -ose.

cirrous, adj., cirrose. — Formed fr. prec. word

with suff. -ous.

cirrus, n., i) a tendril (6or.); 2) appendage (zool.);

3) a kind of cloud (meteorol.) — L., 'lock,

curl, ringlet, tuft of hair', of uncertain origin.

Cp. cerrero.
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cirs-, form of cirso- before a vowel.

Cirsium, n., a genus of plants of the thistle family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xipotov, 'thistle', fr.

Mpaiq, 'varix, enlargement of a vein', which is

of uncertain origin. The plant was called xip-

otov for its alleged healing qualities; xEpaiov

prop, means 'remedy for dilated veins'.

cirso-, before a vowel cirs-, combining form

meaning 'varix, dilated vein'. — Gk. xipao-,

xiptj-, fr. Mpaoc. Sfee prec. word.

ciruela, n., any plumlike fruit. — Sp., 'plum',

fr. L. cereola (priina), 'wax-colored plume',

neut. pi. of cereolus, 'of the color of wax',

mistaken for fem. sing; L. cereolus is dimin.

of cereus, 'of wax, waxen', fr. cera, 'wax'. See

cere, n.

cis-, pref. meaning 'on this side'. — L. cis-, fr.

cis, 'on this side', rel. to cilra, 'on this side oV,

from the I.-E. pron. base *ki-, 'this', whence also

OSlav. si, Lith. sis, Hitt. ki, 'this', Teut. *hi- in

Goth, hidre, OE. hider, 'hither', Goth, hi-mma

daga, 'on this day, today'. See he, her, here,

hither, and cp. citra-.

cisalpine, adj., on this side of the Alps (from the

point of view of Italy). — L. Cisalpinus, fr. cis,

'on this side of (see prec. word), and Alpinus,

'Alpine' ; see Alpine and cp. transalpine,

cisatlantic, adj., on this side of the Atlantic. —
Formed fr. cis- and Atlantic. Cp. transatlantic.

cisco,n., any of whitefishes ofthe genus Argyroso-

mus. — Abbreviation of Can. F. ciscoette, a

word of Algonquian origin. Cp. siscowet.

cisium, n., a light two-wheeled vehicle {Rom. ar-

chaeology). — L., 'a light two-wheeled vehicle,

cabriolet', a word of Gaulish origin; cp. Olr.

cess, 'basket', and see chest. The spelling of L.

cisium with one s is prob. due to Etruscan in-

fluence. See Vendryes, Memoires de la society

de linguistique, Paris, 19, 6off.

cismontane, adj., on this side of the mountains;

esp. on this side of the .Wps, cisalpine. — L. cis-

montdnus, fr. cis- and montdnus, 'pertaining to

a mountain', fr. mons, gen. montis, 'mountain'.

See montane and cp. citramontane. Cp. also tra-

montane, ultramontane.

dspadane, adj., on this (the south) side of the

river Po. — Formed fr. cis- and L. Paddnus,

'pertaining to the Po', fr. Padus, 'Po'.

cispontine, adj., on this side of the bridge. —
Formed fr. cis- and L. pons, gen. pontis, 'bridge'.

See pons and adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -imis)

and cp. transpontine.

cisrbenane, adj., on this (the western) side of the

Rhine. — L. Cisrhendnus, fr. cis- and Rhendnus,

'pertaining to the Rhine', fr. Rhenus, 'Rhine'.

See Rhenish.

cissoid, n., a curve invented by the geometer

Diocles igeom.) — Gk. xtacoeiST)?, 'like ivy',

compounded of xictoAi;, 'ivy', and -oeiStji;, 'like',

fr. eWos, 'form, shape'. See next word and -old.

Cissus, n., a genus of plants of the family Vita-

ceae (60/.) — L., fr. Gk. xiaai?, 'ivy', which is'
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a foreign word of unknown origin. Cp. cissoid.

cist, n., a chest, esp. one used for sacred utensils.

— L. cisla, 'chest, box of wood'. See chest and

cp. kist.

cist, n., a sepulchral stone chest. — W., fr. L.

cista. See prec. word and cp. cistvaen.

Cistaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the rockrose

family (hot.) — ModL., formed fr. Cistus with

suff. -aceae.

cistaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Cistercian, n., a monk of the Cistercian order. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. ML. Cistercium (F.Ci-

teaux), a place near Dijon, where this order was

founded (in 1098).

Derivative: Cistercian, adj.

cistern, n. — ME. cisterne, fr. OF. cisterne (F. ci-

terne), fr. L. cisterna, 'a reservoir for water,

cistern', formed fr. cista, 'chest', with suff. -erna.

See chest. For the suff. see cavern.

Derivative: cistern-at, adj.

cisterna, n., cistern (anat.) — See prec. word.

Cistus, n., the genus of rockroses (bot.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. Kinzoc,, xiaSog, 'rockrose', which is of

unknown origin.

cistvaen, kistvaen, n., a stone coffin. — W. cist-

faen, lit. 'stone chest', fr. cist, 'chest' (see cist,

'stone chest'), and/aen, aspirated form of maen,

'stone'.

cit, n. — Contraction of citizen.

citadel, n. — F. citadelle, fr. It. cittadella, dimin.

of Olt. cittade (It. citta), fr. L. civitdlem, ace. of

civitds, 'city'. Cp. Port, ciladella, Sp. ciudadela,

and see city.

citation, n., i) summons; 2) quotation. — ME.,

fr. L. citdtionem, ace. of citdtid, fr. citdtus, pp.

of citdre. See cite and -ation.

citatory, adj. — L. citdtdrius, fr. citdtus, pp. of

citdre. See next word and the adj. suffixes -ate

and -ory.

cite, tr. v., i) to summon ; 2) to quote. — F. citer,

fr. L. citdre, 'to put into quick motion, excite,

provoke, call urgently', freq. of ciere (pp. citus),

'to set in motion', fr. base *qi-, whence also Gk.

y.isiv, 'to go'. This base is rel. to base *qi-,

whence Gk. xTveiv, 'to move', and to base

*qieu-, whence Ol. cydvate, 'moves, goes away',

Gk. CTsJeiv, 'to hunt, chase, drive away'. Cp.

excite, incite, kinetic, oscitancy, recite, solicit,

suscitate. Cp. also hight and words there refer-

red to.

Derivatives :fr'/-aWc, adj., c/to//on (q.v.), ci'/-<?r,n.

cithara, n., an ancient musical instrument re-

sembling a lyre. — L., fr. Gk. xi&api. See

next word.

cither, also cithern, a stringed musical instru-

ment.— F. cithare, fr. L. cithara, fr. Gk. xi&apa,

fr. Pers. sihtdr. Cp. cithara, citole, cittern, git-

tern, guitar, kit, 'a small fiddle', zither.

citizen, n. — ME. citezein, formed—prob. under

the influence of denizen—fr. OF. citeain (F.

citoyen), which was formed fr. cite (F. cite) with

suff. -ain. See city and -an.

Derivatives : citizen-ess, n., citizen-ry, n., citizen-

ship, n.

citizen of the world, a cosmopolitan. — Loan
translation of Gk. xoapLOTroXtTyji;, 'a cosmopoli-

tan', lit. 'a citizen of the world'.

citole, n., a kind of dulcimer (pbsol.) — OF., fr.

L. cithara, fr. Gk. xti^apS; see cither. The ending

of L. cithara was mistaken for a suff. and this

alleged suff. was changed into suft". -ole.

citra-, pref. meaning 'on this side of. — L. citrd,

rel. to cis, 'on this side'. See cis-.

citramontane, adj., on this side of the noun-

tain. — Formed fr. citra- and montaitc. See cis-

montane.

citrate, n., salt of citric acid, (chem.) -- Formed
fr. citr(ic) with chem suff. -ate.

citrine, adj., lemon-colored. — F. citrin, fem. ci-

trine, fr. L. citrus, 'citron tree'. See next word

and adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

citron, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. citrus,

'citron tree,' fr. Gk. xeSpo?, 'cedar' ; see cedar.

(Gk. xtxpov, 'citron', is borrowed fr. L. citrus.)

The change of tr into dr shows that the word

came from Greek into Latin through the me-

dium of the Etruscans. — Cp. Citrus.

Derivatives: citron-ade, n., citron-in, n.

citronella, n., i) citronella grass; 2) the horse

balm. — ModL. See prec. word and -ella.

citrul, n., the watermelon; the pumpkin {bot.) —
OF. citrole (earlier form of citrouille), fr. Olt.

citruolo (It. cetriolo), a diminutive formed fr.

Late L. citrium, 'a kind of gourd', fr. L. citrus.

See Citrus and cp. next word.

Citrullus, n., a genus of plants of the cucumber

family {bot^— ModL., a diminutive formed fr.

L. citrus. See Citrus and cp. prec. word.

Citrus, n., genus of shrubs and trees, including

citrons, lemdns, etc. — L. citrus, 'citron tree',

fr. Gk. xsSpo;;. See citron.

citric, adj. — Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -ic.

cittern, n. — A var. of cither(n).

city, n. — ME. cite, fr. OF. cite (F. cite), fr. L.

civitdtem, ace. of civitds, 'citizens of a commu-
nity, citizenship, state', fr. civis, 'member of a

community, citizen'. See civil and -ty and cp.

Olt. cittade (whence It. cittd), OProveng. and

Catal. ciutat, Sp. ciudad. Port, cidade, 'city,

town', Rum. cetate, 'castle, fortress', which all

derive fr. L. civitdtem.

Derivative: citi-ed, adj.

civet, n., i) a musklike substance obtained from

the anal glands of the civet cat; 2) the civet cat.

— F. civette, fr. It. zibetto, fr. Arab, zabdd,

'civet', which is rel. to zdbad, 'foam, froth',

zubd, 'cream'. Cp. zibet.

civic, adj. — L. civicus, 'pertaining to citizens,'

fr. civis. See civil.

civics, n., the science dealing with the duties and

rights of citizens. — See prec. word and -ics.

civil, adj. — F., fr. L. civilis, 'pertaining to a cit-

izen, pertaining to public life; polite', fr. civis,

'member of a community, citizen', fr. I.-E. base



civility 294

*i<ei-, 'to lie, settle down', whence also Gk.

xeiaO-at, 'to lie, to lie asleep', xe(.(jfy)>.iov, 'treas-

ure', lit. 'anything stored up', xoijiav, 'to put

to sleep', xoijxyjTTipiov, 'a sleeping room, a burial

place', y.ot-r/), 'place to lie downin, bed'.xoi-ro;,

'place to lie down in, bed ; sleeping, sleep', xcojjit),

'village', the second element in veoctcjoi; (for

*vEfo-xi6-c;), 'a young bird', and in mpicKsoQ

(for* Ttspi-nto-i;), 'beyond the regular number,

odd', lit. 'lying beyond', OSlav. semija, 'family,

domestic servants', Lith. seima, seimyna, Lett.

saime, OPruss. seimJns, 'domestic servants',

Lett, sieva, 'wife', OSlav. po-sim, 'able, fit',

Goth, haims, 'village', OE. ham, 'home, house,

dwelling', Olr. coim, coem, 'dear, beloved', OW.
cum, ModW. CH, of s.m., and prob. also OI.

sivah, sivdh, 'kind, friendly, gracious'. All these

words denote relationship or love to the family

or clan. See home and cp. city, citizen. Cp.

also cemetery, cimelia, coma, 'insensibility',

incunabula, neossine, neossology, perissad, Peris-

sodactyla, quiet, Siva.

civility, n. — OF. civilite (F. civilite), fr. L. cTvlU-

tdtem, ace. of civiUtds, 'the art of governing,

politics; courteousness, politeness', fr. c'lvlUs.

See prec. word and -ity.

civilize, fr. v. — F. civiliser, fr. civil. See civil

and -ize.

Derivatives: civiliz-alion, n., civiUz-er, n.

civism, n., good citizenship. — F. civisme, formed

fr. L. civi.1, 'citizen', with suff. -isme. See civil

and -ism.

clachan, n., a small village (Scot, and Irish) —
Gael., fr. clach, 'stone', which is rel. to Olr.

cloch, 'stone', and prob. cogn. with Arm. sal,

'stone slab', OI. sild, 'stone, rock", possibly also

with ON. halli; Goth, hallus, 'stone', ON. hella

(fr. *haljdn), 'flat stone". All these words pos-

sibly derive fr. I.-E. base *(s)qel-, 'to cut,

cleave, split'. See colter.

clack, intr. and tr. v. — ME. clacken, clakken,

of imitative origin. Cp. Du. klak, 'a crack',

klakken, 'to clack, crack', F. claqiier, 'to clap,

crack', and MHG. klac, 'crack', which all are

imitative. Cp. also clap and clatter.

Derivatives: clack, n., clack-er, n.

clad, adj. — ME. cladde, clad, fr. OE. cladod,

pp. of clddian, 'to clothe'. See clothe.

dado-, combining form denoting 'branch, shoot'.

— Gk. xXaSo-, fr. xXiSoc;, 'young branch or

shoot', lit. 'branch lopped off", fr. l.-E. base

*qeldd-, a -(/-enlargement of base *qel(a)-,

*qol(dy, 'to strike, beat, break". See holt and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also the next

three words.

cladode, n., a cladophyll (bol.). — Gk. xXaSco8v;c,

'having many shoots', compounded of xXiSoi;,

'sprout, shoot', and -^Sr,;, 'like'. See clado- and

-ode, 'like'.

cladophyll, n., a branch assuming the form of a

leaf (bot.) — Compounded of clado- and Gk.

9uXXov, 'leaf. See phyllo-.

Cladrastis, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(hot.) — ModL., shortened fr. Gk. xXaSoi;,

'branch' (sec clado-), and 9-paxi(yx6<;, 'brittle',

verbal adj. of ftpausiv, 'to break in pieces',

which is prob. rel. to SpuTtTetv, 'to break in

pieces, soften', Tp'J9rj, 'softness, delicacy'. See

drop. ^
claim, tr. and intr. v. — ME. claimen, fr. OF.

claim-, accented stem of clamer, 'to call, cry out,

claim', fr. L. cldmdre, 'to shout, cry aloud, call,

declare', which is rel. to cld-rus, 'clear, bright','

fr. I.-E. base *kld-, var. of *kal-, 'to shout, re-

sound'. See calends and cp. clear. Cp. also low,

'to make the sound of a cow'. Cp. also acclaim,

chamade, clamant, clamor, clarity, class and

the second element in council, declaim, de-

clamation, disclaim, exclaim, exclamation, no-

menclator, nomenclature, paraclete, proclaim,

proclamation, reclaim, reclamation.

Derivatives: claim, n. (q.v.), claim-able, adj.,

claimant (q.v.), claim-er, n.

claim, n. — ME., fr. OF. claime, fr. clamer, 'to

call, cry out, claim'. See claim, v.

claimant, n. — OF., pres. part, of clamer. See

claim, v. and -ant, and cp. clamant.

clairaudience, n., the ability to hear something

not present to the ear. — Lit. 'a clear hearing',

compounded of F. clair, 'clear', and audience,

'hearing'. See clear and audience.

clairvoyance, n., the ability to see objects not

actually present; 'second sight'. — F., lit. 'a

clear sight', formed fr. next word with suff. -ce.

clairvoyant, adj., i) related to clairvoyance; 2)

having clairvoyance; n., a person having clair-

voyance. — F., lit. 'seeing clearly', compounded

of clair, 'clear", and voyani, pres. part, of voir,

'to see', fr. L. videre. See clear, vision and -ant.

clam, n., a bivalve mollusk. — Short for clam-

shell. The first element of this compound derives

fr. OE. clamm, 'bond, fetter'. See clamp, 'a de-

vice for fastening', and cp. clem.

clam, tr. v., to smear (now dial), intr. v., to be

sticky (now dial) — Cp. OE. clam, 'mud',

clitman, 'to smear, plaster', and E. clammy, clay.

Derivatives: clamm-i-iy, adv., clamm-i-ness, n.

clamant, adj., loud; insistent. — L. damans, gen.

-amis, pres. part, of cldmdre, 'to shout, cry

aloud'. See claim, v., and -ant and cp. claimant.

clamber, intr. v. — ME. clamhren, clameren, 'to

climb', rel. to MHG. klemberen, 'to climb', and

to ME. climben, of s.m. See climb and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivative: clamber-er, n.

clamor, clamour, n, a loud cry. — ME. clamour,

fr. OF. clamur, clamour, fr. L. cldmorem, ace.

oi clamor, 'a loud cry', fr. cldmdre, 'to shout, cry

aloud'. See claim, v. and cp. acclamation.

Derivatives: clamo(u)r, v., clamo(u)r-er, n.

clamorous, adj., loud. — ML. cldmorosus, fr. L.

clamor. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: clamorous-ly, adv., clamorous-

ness, n.
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clamp, n., a device for fastening. — ME. prob.

fr. MDu. *clampe (Du. klamp), 'a clamp', which

is rel. to OE. clamm, 'bond, fetter, chain; grasp',

OE. beclemman, 'to bind, enclose, fetter', OHG.
biklemmen, 'to squeeze in', Du., MHG., G.

klemmen, 'to squeeze', MHG., G. klemme,

'clamp', fr. I.-E. base *glem-, 'to embrace,

compress, squeeze', whence also L. glomus,

gen. glomeris, 'ball, sphere', Lith. glomoti, 'to

embrace', Lith. glemziii, glemzti, Lett, glemzt,

'to compress, crush'. I.-E. *glem- is an enlarge-

ment of base *gel-, 'to roll up into a ball, com-
press'. See glebe and cp. glomerate. Cp. also

next word. Cp. also clam, 'bivalve', clasp,

clem, clip, 'to embrace', club, clump, clumsy.

Derivatives: clamp, to fasten with clamps,

clamp-er, n.

clamp, n., a heap. — Prob. fr. Du. klamp, 'heap',

which is prob. related to clamp, 'a device for

fastening'.

Derivative: clamp, tr. v., to heap.

clan, n. — Gael, clann, 'offspring, children, de-

scendants', fr. L. plan/a, 'sprout, shoot, twig',

whence also Olr. eland, clann, 'children, descen-

dants', clandaim, 'I plant', MW. plant, 'children,

descendants', Mir. plannda, 'plant, twig'. See

plant.

Derivatives: clann-ish, adj., clann-ish-ly, adv.,

clann-ish-ness, n., clan-ship, n.

clandestine, adj., secret. — L. clandestlnus, 'secret,

clandestine', formed on analogy of intestlnus,

'inward, internal', fr. *clam-de, *clan-de, a der-

ivative of clam, 'secretly', which stands for cl-am,

and is formed from zero degree of base *kel-,

'to hide, conceal' (whence L. celdre, 'to hide,

conceal'), with the adverbial suff. -am. See cell

and words there referred to. For the suff. -am
cp. L. cor-am, 'in the presence of, pal-am,

'publicly'.

Derivatives: clandesline-ly, adv., clandestine-

ness, n.

clang, intr. v. — L. clangere, 'to resound, clang',

of imitative origin. Cp. Gk. xXayyTj, 'a sharp,

quick sound, twang', xXa!^eiv (for *xXaY-ieLv),

"to make a sharp, quick sound', Lith. klageti,

Lett, kladzet, 'to cackle', Goth, hlahjan, OE.
hleahhan, 'to laugh'. See laugh, and cp. Klaxon.

clangor, n., a clang. — L., 'a sound, clang', fr.

clangere, 'to resound, clang'. See prec. word.

Derivative: clangor, intr. v.

clangorous, adj. — ML. clangorosus, fr. L. clan-

gor. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivative: clangorous-ly, adv.

clank, intr. and tr. v. and n.— Of imitative origin

and related to clink. For the thinning of a to i

cp. the verbs clack and click.

clap, intr. v., to make an explosive noise; tr. v.,

to strike together. — ME. clappen, fr. OE. ctsep-

pan, 'to clap, beat, throb'; of imitative origin.

Cp. ON. klappa, 'to clap, beat', Du., G. klappen,

'to clap'. Cp. also clack, clatter.

Derivatives: clao, n., clapp-er, n.

clap, n., gonorrhea. — So called from le Clapier,

name of a district of Paris in the Middle Ages,

ill-famed for its many brothels (whence also F.

clapise, 'brothel'). Clap orig. meant 'disease

contracted in a brothel'.

clapboard, n. — Formed on analogy of clap-

holt.

clapholt, n., clapboard (obsol.) — LG. klappholt,

rel. to G. Klappholz, which is compounded of

klappen, 'to clap, beat, tally, fit together', and
Holz, 'wood'. See clap, 'to strike together', and
holt.

clapperclaw, tr. v., to claw with the hand and
nails. — Compounded of clapper and claw.

claque, n., hired applauders in theaters. — F., fr.

claquer, 'to clap', a word of imitative origin.

claqueur, n., a hired applauder. — F., fr. claquer,

'to clap'. See prec. word.

Clara, Clare, fem. PN. — L. Clara, fr. cldra,

fem. of cldrus, 'bright, shining, clear'. See clear

and cp. Clarice, Clarinda.

clarabella, n., an organ stop with a soft tone

(mus.) — Formed from the fem. of L. cldrus,

'bright,' and bellus, 'beautiful'. See clear and

beauty.

Clarence, masc. PN. — From ML. Clarencia,

name of the dukedom created for Lionel, the

third son of Edward III; so called from the

name of the town Clare (in Suffolk), whose heir-

ess Lionel married.

clarence, n., a closed four-wheeled carriage. —
From the name of the Duke of Clarence (later

William IV).

Clarencieux, Clarenceux, n., title of the second

king-of-arms at the Heralds' College.— Formed
from the name of the dukedom Clarencia.

clarendon, n., a kind of heavy-faced type (typogr.)

— From a printer of the name Clarendon, who
lived in the 19th cent.

claret, n., a red wine. — ME., prop, 'a clarified

wine', fr. OF. claret, used as a noun for vin

claret, lit. 'clear wine', whence F. (I'm) ctairet;

dimin. of OF. cler (F. clair), fr. L. cldrus. See

clear and -et.

Claribel, fem. PN. — A name coined by Ten-

nyson on analogy of Christabel. See Clara and

BeU.

Clarice, Clarisse, fem. PN. — Derived fr. Clara

(q.v.)

clarification, n. — F., fr. Late L. cldrificdtionem,

ace. of cldrificdtid, 'glorification', fr. cldrificdlus,

pp. of cldrificdre. See next word and -ation.

clarify, tr. and intr. v. — OF. clarifier, fr. Late

L. cldrificdre, 'to glorify', fr. L. cldrus, 'bright,

shining, clear, glorious', and -ficdre, fr. facere,

'to make, do'. See clear and -fy.

Derivative: clarifi-er, n.

clarigation, n., a solemn demand of redress

before the declaration of war by the Fetiales

(Roman antiq.) — L. cldrigdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

cldrigdt-(um), pp. stem of cldrigdre, 'to demand
redress', prob. formed on analogy of OL. pari-
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gcire = L. purgare, 'to cleanse, purify'; com-

pounded of cldrus, 'bright, shining, clear', and

ageie, 'to set in motion, drive, lead, do, act'.

Sec clear and agent, adj. For the ending see

sufF. -ation.

clarin, n., trumpet, clarion.— Sp. clarin, fr. claro,

'clear', fr. L. durus. See clear and cp. clarion,

clarinet.

Clarinda, fcm. PN. — A derivative of Clara (q.v.)

clarinet, n., a woodwind instrument. — F. clari-

nette, dimin. formed fr. clarine, 'bell', orig. fern,

of the OF. adj. clarin, 'clear', fr. L. cldrus. See

clear and -et, -ette and cp. clarin, clarion.

Derivative: clarinetl-ist,n.

clarion, n., a kind of trumpet. — OF. claron,

cleron (F. clairon), fr. ML. cldrionem, ace. of

cidrid, fr. L. cldrus, 'clear'. See clear and cp.

clarin, clarinet.

clarionet, n., a clarinet. — Formed from prec.

word with dimin. suiT. -et.

Clarkia, n., a genus of herbs allied to the fuchsia

(1)01.) — ModL., named after its discoverer

William Clark, an American explorer (1770-

1838). For the ending see suff. -ia.

clary, n., name of several plants. — F. sclaree,

fr. ML. sclarca.

clash, intr. and tr. v. and n. — Prob. a blend of

clap and crash.

clasp, tr. and intr. v. — ME. claspcn, mctathe-

sizcd fr. ME. clapscn and rel. to clamp, 'device

for fastening' (q.v.)

Derivatives: clasp-er, n., clasp-iiig, adj.

clasp, n. — ME. claspe, fr. claspcn. See clasp, v.

class, n. — F. classc, fr. L. ctassis, 'army fleet,

class, division", esp. 'one of the six classes of the

Roman people', which proh. stands for *qlad-

t-is, and is related to caldrc, "to call, proclaim'.

See claim, v., and cp. calends.

Derivative: class, tr. v.

classic, adj. — F. classiqiic, fr. L. classiciis. 'relat-

ing to the classes of the Roman people", esp.

'relating to the first class". See prec. word and

-ic.

Derivatives: classic, n., classic-al, adj., classic-

al-ly, adv., classic-al-ncss, n., classic-isnt, n.,

classic-ist, n., classic-izc, tr. and intr. v.

classification, n. — See classify and -ation.

classificatory, adj. — See next word and adj.

sutT. -ory.

classify, tr. v. — F. classifier, fr. fictitious L.

classificdrc, fr. L. classis, "class", and -ficdre, fr.

facere, "to make, do". See class and -fy.

Derivatives: classift-ahle. adj., ciassifi-er, n.

classy, adj.. pertaining to a higher class (slang.)—
Formed fr. class with sufi". -y.

clastic, adj., refracting. — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. Gk. XAxaT'J;, 'broken in pieces', verbal adj.

of x/.av, 'to break, break in pieces", fr. l.-E. base

*qel(d)-, *qol(d)-, "to strike, beat". See calamity

and cp. aclastic, anaclastic, cataciasm, icono-

clasm, oligoclase, orthoclase, periclase. Cp. also

clergy, cleric, clerk.

clathrate, adj., resembling a lattice ibot.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. cldthri (pi.), 'lat-

tice', fr. Dor. Gk. xXa{>pov, which is rel. to

Gk. xXsiS-pov, Ion. xXini&pov, Old Att. x>.^&pov,

'bar for closing a door', fr. xAekiv (for *y.'kir-

leiv), 'to shut, close, bar'. See cleido- and cp.

cicithral.
"^

clatter, intr. and tr. v. — ME. clateren, a verb of

imitative origin ; related to clack and clap (qq.v.)

Derivatives: clatter, n., clatter-er, n., clatter-

ing-ly, adv., clatter-y, adj.

Claude. — See Claudius.

claudetite, n. , arsenic trioxide (mineral.)—Named
after its discoverer F. Claudet. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

Claudia, fern. PN. — L., fern, of Claudius. See

Claudius and cp. Gladys.

claudicant, adj., limping. — L. claudicdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of claudicdre, 'to limp'. See

next word and -ant.

claudicate, intr. v., to limp. — L. claudicdt-(um),

pp. stem of claudicdre, 'to limp, halt, be lame',

fr. claudus, 'lame,' which is of uncertain origin.

It was influenced in form by a popular con-

nection of this word with claudere, 'to shut, en-

close' (see close, adj.).

Claudius, Claude, masc. PN. — L. Claudius,

name of two Roman gentes, rel. to claudus,

'lame". See prec. word and cp. Claudia.

clausal, adj., pertaining to a clause. — Formed

fr. next word with adj. sufT. -al.

clause, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) clause, fr. ML.
clausa, used in the sense of L. clausula, 'the

close of a rhetorical period', fr. L. ctausus, pp.

of claudere, 'to shut, enclose'. See close, adj.,

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: clause, tr. v.

claustral, adj., pertaining to a cloister. — ML.
ckiustrdlis, fr. L. claustrum, 'bolt, bar', in its

ML. sense 'cloister'. L. claustrum stands for

*claud-trnm and literally means 'that by which

anything is shut up', and is formed fr. claudere,

'to shut", with instrumental suff. *-trom. See

close, adj., and cp. cloister. For the suff. see

rostrum. Cp. also next word and the first ele-

ment in claustrophobia.

claustration, n., the act of shutting up in, or as

in, a cloister. — Fictitious L. clauslrdtid, fr.

ctaustrdtus, pp. of claustrdre, fr. L. claustrum.

See prec. word and -ation.

claustrophobia, n., morbid fear of being shut up

in a confined place (med.) — A Medical L.

hybrid coined fr. L. claustrum, 'bolt, bar, a con-

fined place", and Gk. -rfop.i, fr. 90^0:, 'fear".

See claustral and -phobia.

clava, n., the clublike end of the antennae of cer-

tain insects (entomol.) — L. cldva, 'club". See

claviform and cp. next word.

clavate, adj., club-shaped (bol.) — Formed with

adj. suff. -ate fr. L. cldva, "club". See claviform.

clavecin, n., a harpsichord. — F., formerly spelled

clavessin, shortened fr. earlier clavycimbale, fr.
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ML. clavicymbalum. See clavicembalo.

Derivative: clavecin-ist, n.

clavelization, n., inoculation with sheep pox

virus (med) — F. clavelisation, fr. clavelee,

'sheep pox', fr. Late L. cldvellus, 'sheep pox',

dimin. of L. cldvus, 'nail', which is rel. to cldvis,

'key'; see clavicle and -ization. The disease is

so called because the pustules caused by it re-

semble nailheads.

clavicembalo, n., a harpsichord.— It., lit. 'cymbal

with a keyboard', compounded of L. cldvis,

'key', and cymbalum, 'cymbal'. See clavicle and

cymbal.

Clavlceps, n., a genus of sac fungi (bot.)— ModL.,

compounded of L. cldva, 'club', and -ceps,

'-headed', fr. L. caput, 'head'. See clava and

capital, adj. For the change of Latin a (in caput)

to e (in -ceps) see biceps.

clavichord, n., an early keyboard instrument. —
ML. clavichordium, compounded of L. cldvis,

'key', and chorda, 'string'. See clavicle and chord,

clavicle, n., the collarbone. — F. clavicule, fr. Late

L. cidvicula, 'a little key, bar, bolt, tendril', dimin.

of L. cldvis, 'key', which is rel. to cldvus, 'nail',

claudere, 'to shut'. In its anatomical sense Late

L. cidvicula was first used by the translators

of Avicenna about the year 980. See close, adj.,

and cp. chiave, clavelization, clavier, clavis, clef,

autoclave, conclave, enclave, kevel, laticlave,

subclavian. Cp. also lot.

clavicular, adj., pertaining to the collarbone. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ar fr. Late L. cidvicula.

Sec prec. word.

clavier, n., keyboard. — F., lit. "keybearer", fr.

L. cldvis, 'key'. See clavicle. In the sense of

'piano', clavier.is borrowed fr. G. Klavier, which

itself derives fr. F. clavier, 'keybearer'.

claviform, adj., club-shaped. — Compounded of

L. cldva, 'knotty stick, cudgel, club", Sind forma,

'form, shape'. The first element is rel. to cldvus,

'nail'; see clavicle and cp. clava, clavate. For the

second clement see -form,

claviger, n., one who carries a club. — L. cldviger,

'club bearer' (epithet of Hercules), compounded

of cldva, 'club', and the stem of gerere, 'to car-

ry'. See prec. word and gerent.

clavis, n., a key (used also figuratively). — L.

cldvis, 'key', whence cidvicula, 'a little key". See

clavicle,

claw, n. — OF. clami, var. of clea, rel. to ON.
kid, OFris. kldwe, kle, MLG. klouwe, Du. klauw,

OHG. kldwa, kid, MHG. kldwe, G. Klaue,

'claw', and to OF. cleowe, cleowen, cliwen, 'ball

of thread'. See clew and cp. cloot, Clootie.

Derivatives: claw, tr. and intr. v., cla\,-ed, adj.

clay, n. — ME. clei, clai, fr. OE. dig, rel. to OS.

klei, Dan. klieg, MDu. clei, Du. klei, LG.

klei (whence G. Klei), 'clay', OE. clxman,

ON. kleima, OHG. kleimen, 'to cover with clay,

besmear, OHG. kliwa, klia, MHG. klige, kite,

G. Kleie, 'bran', fr. I.-E. base *glei-, *gli-, 'to

glue, paste, stick together', whence also Gk. yXta,

{i^aiS., 'glue', yXoioc;, 'anything sticky', yXivTj,

of s.m., OSIav. glenH, 'slime, mucus', glina,

'clay', Russ. glej, 'clay', Lett, glive, 'slime, mu-

cus', Olr. glenim, 'I cleave, adhere'. Cp. clam,

'to smear', clammy, cleave, 'to stick,' clever,

clevis, cliff, climb, dote. Cp. also glioma, and

the second element in neuroglia. For derivatives

of I.-E. *gleit-, a -/-enlargement of base *glei-,

see glue. Derivatives: clay, tr. v., ctay-ey, adj.

claymore, n., a large double-edged sword former-

ly used by the Scottish Highlanders. — Gael.

claidheam mor, lit. 'a big sword, fr. claidheamh,

'sword', and mdr, 'great'. The first word is

rel. to W. cleddyf, Olr. claideb, and cogn. with

Gk. xXaSo?, 'young branch or shoot', L. clddes,

'disaster', fr. I.-E. *qeldd-, a -rf-en'argement of

base *qeld-, *qold-, 'to strike, beat, break'. See

holt and cp. clado-. Gael, mor, 'great', is rel. to

W. mawr, 'great', and cogn. with OE. mSre,

OHG. mdri, 'famous'. See more.

Claytonia, n., a genus of plants of the purslane

family (bot) — ModL., named by Gronovius

after the American botanist John Clayton

(1693-1773). For the ending see suff. -ia.

-de, dimin. subst. suff. — Fr. L. -cuius (masc),

-cula (fem.), or -culum (neut.), either directly

or through the medium of F. -de. See -cule.

clean, adj. — ME. dene, fr. OE. dxne, 'clear,

clean, pure', rel. to OS. kleni, 'dainty, graceful',

OHG. kleini, 'shining, neat, elegant' (whence

MHG. kleine, 'nice, graceful, small', G. klein,

'small'; in G. Kleinod, 'jewel, gem", prop,

'something neat or fine', the orig. meaning of

klein survives), and prob. cogn. with Gk. yXaivo"'

(Hesychius), 'star-shaped ornaments', y^''-^^,

'to laugh'. See geloto- and cp. the first element

in kleeneboc. Derivatives : clean, adv. (q.\.),clcan-

er, n., dean-ing, n., dean-ly, adv.

clean, adv. — OE. cliene, 'entirely', fr. cLvne

'clear, clean, pure'. See dean, adj.

cleanly, adj. — ME. clenly, fr. OE. dxniic, fr.

clxne. See clean, adj., and adj. suff. -ly.

Derivatives: clean-li-ly, adv., dean-li-ness, n.

cleanness, n. — ME. clennesse, fr. OE. diermes,

fr. clsne. See dean, adj., and -ness.

cleanse, tr. v. — ME. densien, densen, fr. OE.

dxnsian, fr. cl^ne. See dean, adj.

Derivatives: cleanser (q.v.), cleans-ing, n.

cleanser, n. — OE. dxnsere, fr. clxnsian. See

prec. word and agential suff. -er.

dear, adj. — ME. cler, deer, fr. OF. cler, clier

(F. dair), fr. L. cldrus, 'bright, shining, clear,

plain, manifest, illustrious, famous, glorious',

which stands for cid-rus, and is rel. to dd-mdre,

'to call, cry out, shout, declare', fr. I.-E. base

*kld-, var. of *kal-, 'to shout, resound'. See

calends, and cp. claim. Cp. also claret, clarify,

Clara, clarin, clarinet, clarion, clarity, declare,

eclair, glair, the first element in dairaudience,

clairvoyance, chiaroscuro and the second element

in chanticleer.

Derivatives: dear, tr. and intr. v. and adv..
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clear-age, n., clear-ance, n., clear-ing, n., clear-

ly, adv., clear-ness, n.

clearstory, n. — See clerestory.

cleat, n., a piece of wood or metal. — ME. clete,

elite, 'wedge', fr. OE. cleat, rel. to MLG. klot,

klute, MDu. cloot, Du. kloot, OHG., MHG.
klo3, G. Ktofi, 'clod, dumpling', and cogn. with

Gk. y'AoxiToq, 'rump', lit. 'something round';

see glutaeus and cp. clod, clot, cloud, clout. All

these words are -r-enlargements of I.-E. base

*gleu-, 'to form into a ball', whence OI. glauh,

'ball', and E. claw, clew (qq.v.)

Derivative : cleat, tr. v.

cleave, intr. v., to stick, adhere. — ME. eleven,

clevien, divert, fr. OE. cleofian, clifian, rel. to

OS. kli'Son, OHG. klfhan, Du. kleven, OHG.
kleben (intr. v.), MHG., G. kleben, 'to stick, ad-

here', OHG. kliban, 'to stick', prob. also to

ON. klifa, 'to repeat over and over again', fr.

l.-E. base *glei-, *gli-, 'to stick, glue, paste'.

See clay and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also clover.

cleave, tr. and intr. v., to divide, split. — ME.
eleven, cliven,h. OE. cleofan, rel. to OS. klioVan,

ON. kljafa, Dan. klove, Du. kloven, OHG.
klioban, MHG., G. klieben, 'to cleave, split',

and cogn. with Gk. yXxi<iiei\), 'to hollow out,

carve', yXutttt)?, 'carver, sculptor', L. glUbere,

'to peel, strip', glUma (for *gliibh-md), 'hull,

husk'. Cp. cleft, clove, 'bulb'. Cp. also glyph,

glume, glyptic.

Derivatives: cleav-er, n., cleav-irtg, n.

cleavers, n.pl., catchweed. — Lit. 'that which

sticks', fr. cleave, 'to stick'.

cledonism, n., the avoidance of words deemed

unlucky. — Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk.

xXt)86Jv, 'omen, presage, calling, rumor, re-

port', which stands for *KAef-7;-8cov and is rel.

to vXkoc, (Phocian xX^-o.;), 'fame, report, rumor',

xXeu (for *>cXcfto), 'I celebrate, glorify', xXuto?,

'famous, renowned, glorious', and cogn. with

OFris., OS., OE. hlQd, etc., 'loud'. See loud and

cp. words there referred to.

cleek, n., a large hook. — ME. cleken, clechen,

'to seize firmly', rel. to clutch, v.

clef, n., sign of pitch (mus.) — F., 'key', fr. L.

cldvis, whence also It. chiave. Rum. cheie. Pro-

ven?., Catal. clau, Sp. Have, Port, chave, 'key'.

See clavicle and cp. enclave.

cleft, n. — ME. clift, fr. OE. geclyft, rel. to

OHG., MHG., G. kluft, MLG. kluft, klucht,

and to OE. cleofan, 'to cleave'. See cleave, 'to

divide, split'.

cleft, past tense and pp. oi cleave. — ME. clefl(e),

newly formed fr. eleven. See cleave, 'to divide,

split'.

cleido-, before a vowel cleid-, combining form
meaning 'key' or 'clavicle'.—Gk. xX£iSo-,xX£iS-,

fr. xXeis (for *xXiqi(;, fr. *xXafi?, cp. Ion. xXii]t?,

Dor. xXSts, Old Att. xXfji;), 'bar, bolt, key',

whence xXeUiv (for 'xX^fteiv), 'to shut, close,

bar', xXsT^pov, 'bar for closing a door'; cogn.

with L. cldvis, 'key', cldvus, 'nail', claudere, 'to

shut'. See close, adj., and cp. cleisto-, cleithral

and the first element in cleoid. Cp. also clathrate.

cleisto-, before a vowel cleist-, combining form
meaning 'closed', as in cleistogamy. — Gk.
xXeiaxo?, 'shut', verbal adj. of xXstsiv. Sec

cleido-.
''

cleistogamy, n., self fertilization of certain closed

flowers (hot.) — Compounded of cleisto- and
Gk. -yajiia, fr. yafio?, 'marriage'. See -gamy.

Derivatives: cleistogam-ic, adj., cleistogam-ic-

al-ly, adv.

cleithral, adj., having a roof (said of a temple). —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. xXci&pov, 'bar

for closing a door'. See cleido- and cp. clathrate.

clem, tr. v., to pinch or starve (with hunger or

thirst). — Cp. Du. and G. klemmen, 'to pinch',

and see clamp, 'device for fastening'.

Clematis, n., a genus of plants of the crowfoot

family {bot.)— L.,fr. Gk.xXr)(xaTE?, 'brushwood,

bag of wood', dimin. of xXrijia, gen. xXrjfxaxo?,

'shoot or twig broken off (for grafting)', fr.

xXSv, 'to break'. See clastic.

Clemence, Clemency, fem. PN. — Fr. L. demen-

tia, 'mildness, mercy'. See next word and cp.

Clement.

clemency, n. — L. dementia, 'calmness, mild-

ness, forbearance, clemency', fr. demens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -cy.

clement, adj. — L. demens, gen. -entis, 'mild,

calm, soft, gentle, merciful, forbearing, indul-

gent', for *kleyomenos, lit. 'inclined', a parti-

cipial form of base *klei-, 'to lean, incline',

whence also OI. srdyate, 'leans', srdyamdnah,

'leaning', Gk. xXfvEtv, 'to cause to slope, slant',

L. -clindre (found only in compounds), 'to bend,

turn'. See clinical and cp. words there referred

to. For the participial suff. -menos see alumnus.

For the sense development of L. demens (fr.

base *klei-, 'to lean, incline'), cp. the E. adj. in-

dined, in the sense 'disposed favorably'.

Clement, masc. PN. — Lit. 'mild, merciful', fr.

L. demens. See prec. word and cp. Qemence,

Qemeney.
clench, tr. v. — ME. clenchen, fr. OE. -clencan

(in bedencan) 'to hold fast', lit. 'to cause to

cling', causative of clingan, 'to cling' (seeding);

rel. to Dan. klinke, Swed., Norw. klinka, MDu.
dinken, Du. klinken, OHG. klenken, 'to clench,

rivet', Dan., Norw. klinke, Swed. klinka, Du.

klink, G. Klinke, 'latch', G. klinken, 'to press

the latch'. Cp. clinch.

Derivative: clench, n.

cleoid, n., an instrument used to excavate teeth

(dent.) — Lit. 'key-shaped', irregularly formed

fr. Gk. xXci;;, gen. xXeiSo;, 'key', and -oeiSif]<;,

'like', fr. sISo?, 'form, shape'. See cleido- and

-old.

Oeome, n., a genus of the caper family (bot.) —
ModL., of uncertain origin.

clepe, tr. v., i) to call (obsol.); 2) to name (ar-

chaic). — ME. clepen, fr. OE. deopian, clipian.
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'to call (out)', prob. related to clap, v. (q.v.)

Cp. yclept.

clepsydra, n., a device for measuring time by the

gradual flow of water; waterclock. — L., fr.

Gk. xXetJi'JSpS, 'waterclock' , which is compound-

ed ofthestemofxX^7tT£!.v, 'to steal', and uSwp,

'water' ; so called in allusion to the circumstance

that the water is flowing stealthily from it (cp.

xXeiJ^ippuToc;, 'flowing secretly', lit. 'flowing steal-

thily'). For the first element see klepto- and cp.

klepht and the first element in kleptomania. For

the second element see hydro-.

clepto-, before a vowel clept-. — See klepto-,

klept-.

clerestory, clearstory, n., the upper part of the

nave, transepts and choir of a large church. —
Compounded of clear and story, 'section of a

house, floor'.

clergy, n. — ME., fr. OF. clergie (F. clerge),

'clerkship, clergy', fr. Eccles. L. dericdtus, fr.

dericus. See next word.

Derivative: clergy-able, adj.

cleric, n. a clergyman; adj., clerical. —Eccles.

L. dericus, fr. Eccles. Gk. xXyjpixo^, 'belonging

to the clergy, clerical'. See clerk.

clerical, adj. — Eccles. L. dericdlis, 'belonging

to the clergy', fr. dericus. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -al. Derivatives: clerical, n., clerical-

ism, n., derical-ist, n.

clerk, n., — OE. cleric, clerec, clerk, fr. Eccles.

L. dericus, fr. Eccles. Gk. xXvjpixoi;, 'belonging

to the clergy, clerical', fr. Gk. xXTJpo? (Dor.

xXapoq), 'little piece of wood lopped off (used

for casting lots)', hence 'a casting of lots, allot-

ment, portion', in Eccles. L. 'clergy', rel. to Gk.

xXav, 'to break', and cogn. with Olr. cldr, W.

clawr, daur, 'board, plank', fr, I.-E. base

*qel(d)-, *qol(d)-, 'to strike, beat, break'; see

calamity and cp. clergy and the first element in

cleruch. For a -rf-enlargement of base *qel(d)-,

see holt, 'small wood', and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For the sense development of Eccles.

Gk. xXTJpoi;, 'clergy', cp. the LXX version of

Deut. 18,2: xupioi; auTog xXrjpoc a'JTOu, 'the

Lord is his (= Levi's) inheritance'. Derivatives:

clerk, intr. v., derk-dom, n., clerk-ly, adv.

cleruch, n., a citizen who received an allotment

of land in conquered territory, but retained his

citizenship (Greek antiq.) — Gk. xXrjpouxo?,

compounded of xX^poc, 'lot, allotment', and

the stem ofi-f£v^, 'to hold'. See clerk and hectic.

Clethra, n., a genus of plants, the white alder

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xXYjOpa, 'alder', which

is possibly cogn. with dial. G. lutter, ludere,

'alpine alder'.

deveite, n., a variety of uraninite (mineral.) —
Named after the Swedish chemist Per Teodor

Cleve (1 840- 1 905). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

clever, adj. — ME. diver, 'skilled, exjjert', prob.

rel. to ME. clivers, 'claws' (hence orig. meaning

'quick at seizing'), and to OE. clifian, 'to cleave'.

See cleave, 'to stick, adhere'.

Derivatives: clever-ly, adv., dever-ness, n.,

dever-ish, adj., clever-ish-ly, adv.

clevis, n., a U-shaped piece of iron used as a se-

curing device. — Related to cleave, 'to stick,

adhere'.

clew, clue, h. — ME. clewe, clue, fr. OE. cleowe,

cleowen, cliwen, 'ball of thread, anything in the

shape of a ball', rel. to OS. cleuwin, Du. kluwen,

OHG. kliuwa, chliwa, MHG. kliuwe, dimin.

kliuwd, dissimilated into kniuwel, kniul (whence

G. Knduel), 'clue, ball', OE. clea, 'claw', fr.

I.-E. base *gleu-, 'to form into a ball', whence

also 01. glduh, 'ball', Olr. gld-sndthe, 'clue, ball'.

The same base—with -r-enlargement—appears

in Gk. yXouTOQ, 'rump', OE. dud, 'cloud'. Cp.

claw, cleat, clod, clot, cloud, clout, knawel.

Derivative : clew, due, tr. v.

Clianthus, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bot.) — ModL., irregularly formed fr. Gk.

xXsetv, 'to make famous' (fr. xXeo?, 'fame,

glory'), and Svfto?, 'flower'. For the first ele-

ment see loud and cp. cledonism, Clio. For the

second element see anther.

cliche, n., a trite phrase. — F., prop. pp. of

dicker, 'to stereotype', which is of imitative

origin. Cp. dick.

dick, intr. and tr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

East Fris., Du. klikken, and E. clack and clink.

For the thinning of a to /, cp. the verbs clank

and clink. Cp. cliche, clique.

Derivatives: dick, n., click-er, n., click-y, adj.

client, n. — F., fr. L. clientem, ace. of cliens,

'retainer, follower, dependent', lit. 'one who
leans on another', fr. I.-E. base *klei-, 'to lean,

incline', whence also L. -clindre, 'to bend, turn'.

See clinical and cp. words there referred to. The

usual derivation of L. cliens from the stem of

cluere, 'to be named', is erroneous.

Derivatives: client-age, n., dient-al, adj., client-

ed, adj., dient-ry, n.

clientele, n., the clients of a lawyer, doctor, etc. —
F. clientde, fr. L. dientda, formed from the

stem of cliens, gen. dientis (see prec. word) on

analogy of tut-ela, 'guardianship' (see tutelage).

cliff, n., a steep rock. — ME. dif, fr. OE. dif, rel.

to OS. dif, ON. klif, OHG. klep, MDu. klippe

(whence Du. klip and MHG., G. klippe), 'cliff,

steep rock', and to OE. cleofan, 'to cleave'. See

cleave, to stick, adhere', and cp. klippe, kloofand

the first element in klipspringer. For the relation-

ship between OE. dif and cleofan cp. L. rdpes,

'rock', which is rel. to L. rumpere, 'to break,

burst, tear, rend' (see rupestrian and cp. words

there referred to).

Derivatives: diff-ed, adj., cliff-y, adj.

climaderic, n., a critical period in human life. —
L. climactericus, 'pertaining to a dangerous

period in life', fr. Gk. xXi[xaxT7;ptx6;, fr.

xXi|xaxTTip, 'rung of the ladder; critical point in

human life', fr. xXtjia^, gen. xXf[xaxo<;, 'ladder'.

See climax and -ic.
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climacteric, adj., pertaining to a climacteric. —
From prec. word.

climacterium, n., a critical period in human life.

— ModL., fr. L. dlmacter, 'a critical period in

human life', fr. Gk. xXi[;iaxT7)p. See climacteric,

n., and -ium.

climactic, adj., pertaining to a chmax. — Irreg-

ularly formed fr. Gk. xXTfxa^, gen. yXt\j.tx.KO(;,

'ladder'. See climax and -ic.

climate, n. — F. climat, fr. L. clima, gen. -atis,

'region, climate', fr. Gk. yXipjx., gen. xXtfiaTO?,

'inclination, slope, region', from the stem of

xXlveiv, 'to cause to slope, bend'. See clinical

and cp. clime, which is a doublet of climate. Cp.

also climax, acclimate, acclimatize.

Derivatives: climate, intr. v., climat-ic, climat-

ic-al, adjs., climat-ic-al-ly , adv.

climatography, n., description of climates. —
Compounded of Gk. xXijia, gen. xXi(xaToi;,

'climate', and -Ypa9ta, fr. yp!i9ei.v, 'to write'.

Sec climate and -graphy.

Derivative: cUmatograph-ical, adj.

climatology, n., the scientific study of climates.—
Compounded of Gk. x>i(j.a, gen. xXi|jLaTOi;,

'climate', and -XoytS, fr. -Xoyoc,, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See climate and -logy.

Derivative: cIimatolog-ist,n.

climax, n. — L., fr. Gk. xXTfjia^, 'ladder', lit.

'something sloping, something leading up by de-

grees', from the stem of xXfvsiv, 'to cause to

slope, bend'. See clinical and cp. ladder.

Derivative: climax, intr. and tr. v.

climb, intr. and tr. v. — ME. climben, fr. OE.
climban, rel. to OHG. klimban, MHG. klimben,

klimmerj, G. klimmen, MLG. klimmen, klim-

meren, and in gradational relationship to ME.
clambren, clameren, 'to cUmb'. The original

meaning of these words was 'to stick on to'.

They are rel. to clam, 'to smear', clammy, cleave,

'to stick', and further to clay (qq.v.)

Derivatives : climb, n., climb-able, adj. (a hybrid),

climb-er, n.

clime, n., i) a region; 2) climate. — L. clima. See

climate.

clin-, form of clino- tiefore a vowel.

clinamen, n., inclination; bias. — L. cUndmen,

fr.-c/i/!are,'to bend, turn', which is cogn. with Gk.

xXfveiv, 'to cause to slope, bend'. See clinical.

clinandrium, n., a cavity in the top of the column

of certain orchids, in which the anther rests

ibot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. xXtv/),

'bed', and a'jy;p, gen. avSpo?, 'man', used in its

modern botanic sense 'stamen'. Sec clinical and

andro-.

clinanthium, n., the receptacle in the florets of

composite plants (bot.) — ModL., compounded
of Gk. xXivT), 'bed', and av^oq, 'flower'. See

clinical, anther and -ium.

clinch, tr. v. - ME. clenchen; a var. of clench.

Derivatives: clinch, n., clinch-er, n., cUnch-ing-

ly, adv., cUnch-ing-ness, n.

cling, intr. v. — ME. clingen, fr. OE. clingan, 'to

shrink, shrivel, contract', rel. to Dan. klynge,

'to cluster', klynge, 'cluster'. Cp. clench, clinch,

which are causatives of cling. Cp. also clutch, v.

Derivatives: cling, n., cling-er, n., cling-ing, adj.,

cling-ing-ly, adv., cling-ing-ness, n., cling-y, adj.

clinic, n. — F. clinique, fr, L. cllnicus. See nexf
word.

clinical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

cllnicus, fr. Gk. xXTvixo?, 'a physician who at-

tends patients in their beds', from the adjective

xXtvixo?, 'pertaining to a bed', fr. xXfvT), 'bed',

which is rel. to xX£veiv, 'to cause to slope, slant,

incline', xXi(xoc, 'inclination, slope, region', xXi-

|jia5, 'ladder', xXTpiaxTYip, 'rung of a ladder',

xXTtu?, xXetTu?, 'slope, hillside', fr. L-E. base

*klei-, 'to incline, lean', whence also L. -clindre

(with the exception of the pp. cUndtus, occur-

ring only in compounds), 'to bend, turn', clivus,

'slope, hill', clitellae (dimin. of *clitra, for

*kleitrd), 'a packsaddle', Umbr. kletram (ace),

'litter, bier', OL srdyati, 'leans', sritdh, 'leaning',

Lith. slyti, 'to slope', slieti, 'to lean', slaitas,

'declivity,' sleivas, 'bandy-legged', Olr. cloin,

'crooked, wrong', Mir. clithar, 'hedge', W.
cledren, 'enclosure', Mir. cle, W. cledd, Co.

cledh, Bret, kleiz, 'left', lit. 'slanting, oblique',

Mir. fo-chla, W. go-gledd, 'north', lit. 'left' (for

sense development cp. Heb. s^mOt, Arab.

sham^dl, shimdl, 'left; north'). Arm. learn (gen.

lefin), 'mountain', Goth, hlaiw, 'grave, tomb',

OE. hlxw, hldw, 'mound, hill; cave', OE. hlinian,

'to lean'. See lean, 'to incline', and cp. words
there referred to. Cp also acclivity, aclinic, anti-

clinal, clement, client, climacterium, climate,

climax, clinamen, clino-, clitellum, clition, clivus,

declension, decline, declivity, diclinous, enclitic,

heteroclite, incline, isoclinic, microcline, mono-
clinal, pericline, recline, synclinal, triclinium.

I.-E. base *klei- is an enlargement of base *kel-,

for the derivatives of which see heel, 'to lean'

Derivative: clinical-ly, adv

clink, intr. and tr v. — Prob. fr. MDu. clinken

(Du. klinken), 'to sound, tinkle', which is rel. to

MLG. klingen [whence ON. klingia, Dan. klinge,

Swed. klinga], OHG. klingan,MHG.,G. klingen,

'to sound, tinkle'; of imitative origin. Clink is

related to clank; for the thinning of a to / cp.

click and clack. Cp. clough.

Derivatives: clink, n., clink-er, n., clink-ing, adj.

clino-, before a vowel clin-, combining form de-

noting bed, or slope, slant, incline, decline. —
Gk. xXIvo-, xXTv-, fr. xXfvvj, 'bed', respectively

fr. xXfvEiv, 'to cause to slope, slant'. See clinical.

clinometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

angles of slopes. — Compounded of clino- and
Gk. |x£Tpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm', and cp. inclinometer.

Derivatives: clinometr-y, n., clinometr-ic, adj.

Clintonia, n., a genus of plants of the lily-of-the-

valley family {bot.) — ModL., named after the

American statesman De Witt Clinton (1769-

1828). For the ending see suff. -ia.

Clio, n., the Muse of history {Greek mythol.) —
L. Clio, fr. Gk. KXstco, lit. 'the proclaimer', fr.

xXeieiv, xXseiv, 'to tell of, celebrate, make
famous', fr. xXsot;, 'fame, flory'. See loud and

cp. cledonism, and the first element in Clianthus.

clip, tr. and intr. v,, to embrace {archaic.) —
ME. clippen, cluppen, fr. OE, clyppan, 'to em-

brace, love', rel. to OFris. kleppa, of s.m.,

OHG. kldftra, MHG. klafter, G. Ktafter, MLG.
klachter, 'fathom', lit. 'the outstretched arms',

and cogn. with Lith. glebys, 'armful', gldbiu,

globti, 'to embrace, support', Lett, gldbt, glebt,

'to protect', L. gleba, 'clod', globus, 'ball, sphere'.

See clamp, 'a device for fastening', and cp, words

there referred to.

clip, n., a term for mechanical devices. — OE.

clypp, 'embrace', fr. OE, clyppan, 'to embrace'.

See prec. word.

clip, tr. v., to cut off; intr. v., to cut something. —
ME. clippen, fr. ON. klippa, which is of imita-

tive origin. Derivatives: clip, n., clipp-er, n.,

clipp-ing, n. and adj.

clipeus, clupeus, clypeus, a large shield. — L.,

possibly of Etruscan origin, Cp. Clupea.

clique, n., a small, exclusive group of persons. —
F., fr. OF. cliquer, 'to make a noise', which

is of imitative origin. Cp. click.

Derivatives: clique, intr. v., cliqu{e)-y, cliqu-ish,

adjs., cliqu-ish-ly, adv., cliqu-ish-ness, n., cliqu-

ism, n,

clitellum, n,, the raised band of earthworms and

leeches {zool.) — ModL., fr, L. clitellae, 'pack-

saddle', dimin. of *clilra (for *kleitrd), which

is rel. to Umbr. kletram (ace.), 'bier, litter';

formed fr. I.-E, base *klei-, 'to lean, incline',

with instrumental sufF. -trd, fern, of -tro. See

clinical. For the suff, see rostrum.

clithridiate, adj., having the form of a keyhole

{zool.) — Formed with adj. suff. -ate fr. Gk,

xXEif>piS',ov, dimin. of xXstS-pta, 'keyhole', fr.

xXeifl^pov, 'bar for closing'. See cleithral.

clition, n., the center of the anterior part of the

clivus (cranial.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. xXt-rf?,

'slope'. See clinical.

Clitoria, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bot.) — ModL., of uncertain origin. For the

ending see suff. -ia.

clitoris, n., a small, penisUke organ of the female.

— Medical L., fr. Gk. xXsi-ropt?, lit. 'that which

is shut up (scil. by the labia minora)', fr. xXctciv,

'to shut, close, bar', which is cogn. with L, clau-

dere, 'to shut'. See close, adj., and cp. cleido-,

cleisto-, cleithral, clithridiate.

clitorism, n., hypertrophy of the clitoris (med.)—
Formed fr. clitoris with sufT. -ism.

clitoritis, n., inflammation of the chtoris {med.)

— Medical L., formed fr. clitoris with suff. -itis.

clivus, n., the slanting surface of the body of the

sphenoid bone (anat.) — L. clivus, 'slope, hill',

fr. *kloi-wos (rather than fr. *klei-wos); cogn.

with Goth, hlaiw, 'grave, tomb', OE. hlsew.

hldw, 'mound, hill; cave', fr. I.-E. base *klei-,

'to incline, lean', whence also L. -clindre, 'to

bend, turn', Gk. xXivstv, 'to cause to slope,

slant, incline'. See clinical and cp. acclivity, de-

clivity, proclivity.

cloaca, n., a sewer; a watercloset. — L., 'an arti-

ficial canal in Rome, which carried the sewage

into the Tiber, sewer, drain', fr. earlier clovdca,

fr. OL. cluere, 'to purge', which is cogn. with

Gk. xXti^stv, 'to dash against, break over, in-

undate, wash away, drench with a clyster',

xXiiajia, 'liquid used for washing out', xXiiScov,

'wave, surge', xXucttttjp, 'clyster pipe, syringe',

Toch. B klyauccan, 'broth, bubble', W. clir,

'clear', Lith. sluoju, slioti, 'to sweep', sluota,

Lett, sluota, 'broom', Goth. h'Htrs, OHG. hlut-

(t)ar, MHG. litter, G. lauter, OE. hlut{t)or, 'pure,

clear'. All these words derive fr, I,-E. base

*kleu-, resp, *kleu-d-, 'to wash up, rinse', Cp.

clysis, clysma, clyster and cataclysm.

Derivative: cloac-al, adj.

cloak, n. — ME, cloke, fr, OF. cloke, cloque,

cloche (F. cloche), 'bell', fr. Late L. clocca,

'beir, also 'cloak' (so called from its bell-like

appearance). See clock, which is a doublet

of cloak.

Derivatives: cloak, tr. v., cloak-ed, adj., cloak-

ed-ly, adv., cloak-ing, n.

cloche, n., a bell-shaped protection of glass for

plants, — F., 'bell'. See next word.

clock, n., a device for measurmg time. — ME.

clok, clokke, fr. MDu. clocke (Du. klok), fr.

OF. cloke, cloque, cloche (F. cloche), fr. Late L.

clocca, fr, CeUic *klokkd (whence Olr, clocc,

W, cloch, cloc'h, 'bell'), which is of imitative

origin. Cp. cloak, cloche, and the first element

in glockenspiel.

Derivatives: clock, intr. and tr. v., clock-ing, n.

clock, n., ornament on a stocking. — Prob. iden-

tical with prec. word and orig. meaning 'bell-

shaped ornament'. Derivative: clock-ed, adj.

clod, n. — ME. clodde, fr. OE. clod- (used only

in compounds), a collateral form of OE. clott,

'lump'. See clot.

Derivatives: clod, tr. and intr. v., clodd-ish, adj.,

clodd-ish-ly, adv., clodd-ish-ness, n., clodd-y,

adj., clodd-i-ly, adv., clodd-i-ness, n.

clog, n., i) obstruction; 2) a wooden shoe. —
ME. klogge, 'log of wood'. Cp. Norw. klugu,

'a knotty log of wood'.

Derivatives: clog, tr. and intr, v,, clogg-y, adj.,

clogg-i-ly, adv., clogg-i-ness, n.

cloison, n., a partition, division. — F., fr. VL.

*clausidnem, ace. of *clausid, 'a closing', fr. L.

clausus, pp. of claudere, 'to shut'. See close, adj.,

and cp. words there referred to.

cloisonne, n., divided into compartments. — F.,

'partitioned, divided into compartments', pp.

of cloisonner, 'to partition', fr. cloison. See

prec. word.

cloister, n. — ME. cloistre, cloister, fr. OF.

cloistre (F, clottre), a blend of OF. clostre, of
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s.m., and of cloison. OF. dostre derives fr. L.

claustrum, 'bar, bolt, place shut up'; see clau-

stral. For the etymology of F. cloison see cloison.

Derivatives: cloister, tr. v., cloister-al, adj.,

cloister-ed, adj.

Clonorchis, n., a genus of flukes (zool.)— ModL.,

compounded of Gk. xXfiv, 'branch, twig, slip'.

and op/ii;, 'testicle'. The first element stands for

*xXii(ov and is rel. to xXSv, 'to break', fr. I.-E.

base *qel(d)-, *qol{d)-, 'to strike, beat, break';

see calamity. For the second element see orchid.

Clonothrix, n., a genus of bacteria (bacteriol.) —
ModL., compounded of xXcov, 'branch, twig,

slip', and ^piE,, 'hair'. See prec. word and -thrix.

clonus, also clonos, n., a series of violent muscular

spasms (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. xXovo?,

'a violent motion, confusion, tumult', prob. a

derivative of I.-E. base *kel-, 'to move violently',

whence xcXsaS^at, 'to urge on, exhort', zeXeusiv,

'to urge on, exhort, order', L. celer, 'swift'. See

celerity.

cloot, n., hoof, division of a hoof. — ON. klo,

'claw'. See claw and cp. next word.

Clootie, n., the devil. — Lit., 'hoofed'. See prec.

word.

close, adj. — ME. clos, fr. OF. (= F.) clos, fr.

L. clausus, pp. of claudere, 'to shut, close',

which is rel. to clavis, 'key', cldvus, 'nail', cldva,

'a knotty stick, staff, club', and cogn. with Gk.

xXet?, gen. y.XsiSo?, 'bar, bolt, key' [whence

xXeIsiv (for *xX£fi£iv), 'to shut, close, bar',

xXel&pov, 'bar for closing a door'], Olr. do, 'nail',

OSlav. kljuci, 'key', Russ. kljuc, of s.m., OSIav.

kljucili, 'to shut up', Serb, kljuka, 'hook', Lith.

kliiiti, 'to catch, be caught on', kliduties, Lett.

klauties, 'to rely upon', OFris. shlta, MLG.,

MDu. slaten, Du. shiilen, OHG. sliusan, MHG.
sliesen, G. schlieficn, 'to shut, close, lock', OS.

shitil, OFris. slelet, MDu. slolel, Du. sleutel,

OHG. slu33il, MHG. i/wjjc/, G. Schlussel,

'key'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base *qldu-,

*(s)qleu-, 'hook, forked branch, key; to close,

shut'. Cp. autoclave, chiave, clathrate, claustral,

clava, clavate, clavelization, clavicle, clavier,

claviform, clavis, cleido-, cleisto-, cleithral, cle-

oid, cloison, cloister, closet, closure, clove, spice',

clove, 'a former weight', cloy, conclave, con-

clude, conclusion, disclose, eclosion, enclave, en-

close, exclude, exclusion, foreclose, glaive, in-

clude, inclusion, occlude, occlusion, parclose,

preclude, preclusion, recluse, seclude, seclusion,

sloat, slot, 'bolt', subclavian. Cp. also lot.

Derivatives: clos-ed, adj., dose-ly, adv., close-

ness, n.

close, n., enclosure, space. — OF. (= ¥.)dos, 'en-

closure', pp. used as a noun. See next word.

close, tr. and intr. v.— ME. closen,U.O¥.(= F.)

clos, pp. of dare, 'to shut', fr. L. claudere. See

close, adj.

close, n., completion. — Fr. prec. word.

closet, n. — OF., dimin. of clos, 'enclosure'. See

close, 'enclosure', and -et.

Derivatives: closet, tr. v., doset-ed, adj.

Clostridium, n., a genus of bacteria (bacterial.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idium, fr. Gk. xXoja-

TYjp, 'thread, spindle', fr. xXcofl^eiv, 'to spin'.

See Clotho.

closure, n. — OF., fr. L. dausHra (whence also

It. chiusurd), fr. clausus, pp. of claudere, 'to

shut'. See close, adj., and -ure. F. cloture, 'clo-

sure', has been refashioned fr. OF. closure on

analogy of nouns ending in -ture. Cp. cloture.

Derivative : closure, tr. and intr. v.

clot, n. — ME., fr. OE. dott, dot, 'lump', rel.

to MHG. khz, klotzes, G. Klotz, 'lump', block',

and to ME. dete, elite, 'wedge'. See cleat and

cp. clod. Cp. also clout, cluster, clutter.

Derivatives: clot, tr. and intr. v., dott-ed, clott-

y, adjs.

clote, n., the burdock. — ME., fr. OE. date, rel.

to OS. cledthe, OHG. detha, cletto, cletta,

MHG., G. klette, fr. Teut. base *kleil)-, cor-

responding to I.-E. base *gleit; -^-enlargement

of *glei-, 'to cleave, stick to", whence L. gluten,

'glue'. See clay, and cp. glue, gluten,

cloth, n. — ME., fr. OE. cldj), 'cloth', rel. to

OFris. kldth, MDu. elect, Du. kleed, MHG. kleit,

G. Kleid, 'garment' (ON. klxdi is possibly bor-

rowed fr. OE. cte/i, a collateral form of cldti).

These words prob. stand in gradational relation-

ship to OE. dldan, 'to adhere to', dida, 'plaster',

elide, 'bur'. See glue.

Derivatives: clothes, n. pi., doth-ier, n., doth-y,

adj.

clothe, tr. v. — ME. dothen, dathen, fr. OE.

c/Jcl/an, 'to clothe', fr.(7fl/»,'cloth'. See prec. word.

Derivative: doth-ing, adj. and n.

Clothilda, Clothilde, fem. PN. — F. Clotilde, fr.

G. Klothilde, a compound Ut. meaning 'famous

in battle', fr. OHG. *klod, 'famous', and hildi,

'battle'. For the first element cp. OHG. Mat,

OE. hlud, 'loud', and see loud. For the second

element see Hilda.

Clotho, n., one of the Fates in Greek mythol-

ogy. — L. Clotho, fr. Gk. KXtoSto, lit. 'the spin-

ner', fr. xXco&Eiv, 'to spin', which is prob. rel. to

xiXaOo;, 'basket'. See calathus and cp. Clos-

tridium,

cloture, n., closure of a debate in parliament. —
F. cloture, 'closing, close, cloture'. See closure.

Derivative: cloture, tr. and intr. v.

clou, n., object of chief attraction. — F., 'nail;

chief attraction', fr. L. cldvus, 'nail', which is

rel. to clavis, 'key'. Cp. It. chiodo, chiovo, OProv-

en?., Catal. clau, Sp. clavo. Port, cravo, 'nail',

which all derive fr. L. cldvus. See clavicle and

cp. clove, "spice', clove, 'a former weight", cloy,

cloud, n. — ME. dud, cloud, 'rock, cloud', fr. OE.

clad, 'mass of rock, rock', which meant orig.

'mass', and is rel. to clod (q.v.)

Derivatives: cloud, tr. and intr. v., doud-ed, adj.,

doud-ing, a.., cloud-less, adj., doud-less-ly, adv.,

doud-less-ness, n., cloud-y, adj., cloud-i-ly, adv.,

cloud-i-ness, n.

f
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dough, n., a ravine. — ME., fr. OE. *cloh, rel.

to OHG. kldh (in the place name Kldh-uelde),

fr. Teut. *klanh-, which stands in gradational.

relationship to *klenh-, whence OHG. dingo,

G. Klinge, 'clough' ; prob. of imitative origin.

Cp. clink.

clout, n., a patch. — ME., fr. OE. cliit, 'piece of

cloth or metal, patch', rel. to ON. klatr, 'ker-

chief, Dan. klud, 'rag, tatter, clout', Fris. klUt,

'lump', MLG. klat^e), Du. kluit, 'clod, lump',

and to OE. dott, dot, 'lump'. See clot,

clout, tr. v., to patch, mend. — ME. douten, fr.

OE. clutian, 'to patch', fr. cliit, 'a patch'. See

prec. word.

Derivatives: dout-ed, adj., dout-er, n.

clout, n., a stupid person. — ME. clute, fr. Du.

kluit, 'clod'. See clout, 'a patch'.

clove, n., a spice. — ME. clow, fr. MF. (= F.)

clou, short for clou de girofle, lit. 'nail of clove'

;

so called from its resemblance to a nail. F. clou

derives fr. L. cldvus, 'nail'. See clou.

Derivative: clove, tr. v., to spice with cloves.

clove, n., a small bulb of garlic, etc. — OE. clufu,

rel. to OS. cluf- in cluftoc, MLG. klof-, in klof-

Idk, MDu. clof-, cluf- in doflooc, duflooc

(whence, with dissimilation, Du. knoflook),

OHG. chlobi- in chlobilouh (whence MHG. klo-

belouh, and, with dissimilation, MHG. knobe-

louch, G. Knoblauch), 'garlic", lit. 'clove leek',

and to OE. cleofan, 'to split, divide" ; see cleave,

'to divide'. Hence clove lit. means 'the divided

bulb'.

clove, n., a former weight. — AF. clou, fr. Anglo-

L. cldvus, name of a weight, fr. L. cldvus, 'nail'.

See clou and cp. clove, 'spice'.

clove, past tense of cleave, 'to divide'. — Formed

on analogy of cloven. See cleave, 'to divide".

clove, past tense of cleave, 'to stick'. — Formed
on analogy of prec. word. See cleave, 'to stick'.

cloven, adj. — ME. cloven, fr. OE. clofen, 'di-

vided', pp. of cleofan. Sec cleave, 'to divide'.

clover, n. — ME. daver, clover, fr. OE. ddfre,

dsefre, rel. to MLG. klever, MDu. cldver, Du.

klaver, OS. kle, OHG. kleo, MHG. kle, G.

Klee, 'clover', and prob. also to OE. deofian,

"to stick, adhere' (see cleave, 'to stick'), so that

clover lit. means 'the plant with the sticky

sap'.

Derivative: dover-ed, adj.

clown, n. — Of uncertain origin. Perh. rel. to

Icel. klunni, 'a clumsy, boorish fellow'. North
Fris. klonne, 'clown', Du. kloen, 'hoyden', dial.

Swed. kluns, 'a hard knob; a clumsy fellow',

klunn, 'log', Dan. klunt, 'log, block', and to

Dan., Swed. khimp, 'lump'. See clump.

Derivatives: down, intr. v., clown-ade, n., down-
age, n., down-ery, n., down-ish, adj., down-ish-

ly, adv., down-ish-ness, n.

cloy, tr. v., to satiate; to surfeit; to weary with

excess. — Aphetic for obsol. accloy, which is

formed (with change of prefix) fr. F. enclouer,

'to prick (horses) in shoeing, to spike (a gun)'.

lit. 'to nail up', fr. en, 'in' (see ist en-) and clou,

'nail', fr. L. cldvus. See clou and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: cloy-er, n., doy-ing, adj., doy-ing-

ly, adv., cloy-ing-ness, n.

club, n. — ME. clubba, fr. ON. kluhba, klumba,

'a thick stick, club'. See clump and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: club, tr. and intr. v., clubb-able,

adj. (a hybrid), dubb-ed, adj., dubb-er, n., clubb-

ish, dubb-y, adjs.

cluck, intr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp. OE.

doccian, Dan. klukke, Du. klokken, MHG.
klucken, MHG., G. glucken, Gk. xXco^siv,

xXcoatTEiv, L. gldclre, 'to cluck', which all are

imitative. Cp. also clutch, 'brood'.

Derivative: cluck, n.

clue, n. — The same word as clew,

clumber spaniel, clumber, n. — Named after one

of the estates of the ist Duke of Newcastle.

clump, n., a heap, mass. — MLG. klumpe, klom-

pe, 'clog, wooden shoe', prop, 'shoe formed

from a lump of wood', rel. to LG. klump

(whence G. Klumpe, Klumpen), 'clump, lump',

MDu. clompe, 'lump, mass', Du. klomp, 'lump;

wooden shoe', Dan., Swed. klump, 'lump', OE.

clympre, 'lump of metal, metal', and to ON.
klumba, kluhba, 'a thick stick, club'. See clamp

'device for fastening', and cp. club. Cp. also

clunch. Cp. also clown.

Derivatives: dump, intr. and tr. v., clump-y, adj.

clumsy, adj. — ME. clumsed, pp. of clumsen, 'to

benumb', rel. to dial. Swed. klummsen, 'benum-

bed with cold', OE. be-demman, 'to bind, en-

close, fetter', and to E. clamp, 'a device for

fastening (q.v.). For the insertion of i before the

sutf. -y cp. flimsy.

Derivatives: dumsi-ly, adv., dumsi-ness, n.

clunch, n., a kind of limestone. — Cp. Du. kloni,

klomp, of s.m., 'lump', and see clump. For the

connection between dump and clunch cp. bump

and bunch, hump and hunch, lump and lunch.

clung, past tense and pp. of ding. — ME. pp.

clunge(n), fr. OE. dungen, fr. clingan, 'to shrivel,

contract'. See cling.

Cluniac, n., a monk of the order of Benedictines

founded 910 in the abbey of Cluny, in France.

Clupea, n., the genus of herrings (ichthyoid —
L. clupea, 'a kind of very small river fish', of

uncertain origin; possibly rel. to dupeus, a col-

lateral form of dipeus, 'a round shield'. See

clipeus.

Oupeidae, n. pi., a family of fishes, the herrings,

sardines, etc. (ichthyol.) — ModL., formed with

suff. -idae, fr. Clupea.

cluster, n.— OE. cluster, clyster, prob. rel. to OE.

dott, clot, 'lump'. See clot.

Derivatives: duster, intr. v., duster-ed, adj.,

duster-y, adj.

clutch, tr. and intr. v., to seize with the hands. —
ME. clucchen, dicchen, fr. OE. dyccean, "to

bring together, clench', rel. to OFris. kletsie.
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'spear', Swed. klyka, 'crotch, fork', and to E.

cling (q.v.)

clutch, n., claw, grip, grasp. — ME. clucche, fr.

clucchen. See prec. word.

clutch, n., a brood. — Fr. earlier cletch, fr. ON.
klekja, which is prob. of imitative origin. Cp.

cluck,

clutter, n., confusion, disorder; intr. v., to run

in disorder; tr. v., to put into disorder, to litter;

— A var. of obsol. clatter, freq. of the verb clot.

See clot and freq. sufF. -er.

Derivative: clutter-er, n.

Clydesdale, n., a heavy breed of cart horse. —
Named fr. Clydesdale, the valley of the River

Clyde in Scotland.

Clydesdale terrier, a breed of Scotch terrier. —
See prec. word.

clyer, n., a scrofulous tumor, a wen. — Du. klier,

'gland, scrofula'.

Clypeaster, n., a genus of sea urchins (zool.) —
ModL., formed fr. L. clypeus, 'a round shield',

and aster, 'star'. See clipeus and Aster,

clypeate, adj., shaped like a round shield. — L.

clypedtus, pp. of clypeare, 'to provide with a

round shield', fr. clypeus. See clipeus and adj.

suff. -ate.

clypeus, n. — See clipeus.

clysis, n., a washing out by a clyster {med.) —
Gk. xXiJatt;, fr. xXu^eiv, 'to wash away, to drench

with a clyster', which is cogn. with OL. cluere,

'to purge', L. cloaca, 'sewer, drain'. See cloaca,

clysma, n., an enema (med.) — Gk. xXiict(j,a,

'liquid used for washing out', fr. xXui^Eiv, See

prec. word and cp. cataclysm,

clysmic, adj., washing, cleansing. — Formed

with sufT. -ic fr. Gk. xXuajio?, 'liquid used for

washing out', fr. xXuJ^eiv. See clysis.

clyster, n., an enema. — F. clystire, fr. L. clyster,

fr. Gk. xXuoTTip, 'clyster pipe, syringe', fr. xXu-

teiv. See clysis and cp. cataclysm.

Derivatives: clyster, tr. v., clyster-ize, tr. v.

Clytemnestra, Clytaemnestra, n., the wife of Aga-

menjnon. With the aid of her lover Aegisthus

she murdered her husband on his return from

Troy {Greek mythol.) — L. Clytaemnestra, fr.

Gk. KXuTO!'.|a.v/iC!Tpa, a word compounded of

xX'.)t6;, 'heard of, celebrated', and jjtvyjo-rYjp,

'willing to mind; mindful of; wooer, suitor',

which is rel. to \jm%cs^^i, 'to remember', [ivYJai!;,

'memory, remembrance'. For the first element

see loud, for the second see mind and cp. mne-

sic, mnestic.

cnemial, adj., pertaining to the shinbone (anat.)

— Formed with suff. -iai fr. Gk. xvyjixt; (Dor.

xva;ia;, 'leg, shank, tibia', which is cogn. with

Olr. cndim, 'bone', OE. hamm, 'ham'.. See ham,

'part of the thigh', and cp. the second element

in gastrocnemius.

Cnicus, n., a genus of plants of the thistle family

{hot^ — L. cnicus, cnecus, 'safflower', fr. Gk.

xvTiXO?, 'safflower', whence Gk. xv7ix6<;, Dor.

xvixo?, 'pale, yellow, tawny'; cogn. with OE.

hunig, 'honey'. See honey.

cnida, n., a nematocyst (zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

xviSr], 'nettle', from the stem of xvil^ei'J, 'to

scratch, scrape', rel. to Homeric Gk. xvlcnj,

Att. xvToa, 'smell of a burnt sacrifice, steam,

savor', and cogn. with L. nidor (for *cnidds),

'smell of burnt things, savor'. See nidor.

CO- short form of com-, con-.

coacervate, tr. v., to heap up {obsol.) — L. co-

acervdtus, pp. of coacervdre, 'to heap together,

heap up', fr. co- and acervdre, 'to heap up'. See

acervate.

coacervation, n. — L. coacervdtio, gen. -onis, 'a

heaping up', fr. coacervdtus, pp. of coacervdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

coach, n. — F. cache, fr. G. Kutsche, fr. Hun-

garian kocsi, short for orig. kocsi szeker, 've-

hicle made in Kocs', fr. kocsi, 'of, or pertaining

to, Kocs', formed with suff. -i, 'of, fr. Kacs,

name of a village near Gyor in Hungary. Cp.

Sp., Port, cache It. cocchio, Du. kaets, which

all derive ultimately fr. Hungarian kocsi. Cp.

also the second element in porte-cochere.

Derivatives : coach, tr. and intr. v., coach-ee, n.,

coach-er, n., coach-ing, n.

coact, tr. v., to force, compel {obsol.) — L. code-

tare, 'to constrain', freq. of cogere {pp. codctus),

'to force'. See cogent.

Derivatives: coaction (q.v.), coact-ive, adj.

co-act, intr. v., act together. — Formed fr. co-

and act.

coaction, n., force, compulsion. — L. codctid,

gen. -onis, fr. codctus, pp. of cogere. See coact

and -ion.

coadjutor, n. — OF. coadjuteur, fr. L. coadjit-

torem, ace. of coadjutor, fr. co- and adjUtor,

'helper, assistant', fr. adjiitus, pp. of adjuvdre,

'to help, assist'. See aid and cp. adjutant, ad-

juvant.

coadunate, tr. v., to unite. — Late L. coadimdtus,

pp. of coaddndre, 'to unite', fr. co- and L. ad-

undre, 'to make one, unite', which is formed fr.

ad- and Unus, 'one'. See uni- and verbal suff. -ate.

coadunate, adj., united. — Late L. coaddndtus,

pp. of coaddndre. See coadunate, v.

coadunation, n., union. — Late L. caadundtid,

gen. -onis, fr. coaddndtus, pp. of coaddndre. See

prec. word and -ion.

coagulate, intr. and tr. v., to curdle. — L. codgu-

Idtus, pp. of codguldre, fr. codgulum, 'means of

coagulation', fr. *co-agere, 'to drive or press

together', fr. co- and agere, 'to set in motion,

drive, lead, do'. See agent, adj., and verbal suff.

-ate. For sense development cp. curd. Cp. quail,

'to lose heart'.

coagulation, n. — L. cadguldiio, gen. -onis, fr.

cadguldtid, gen. -onis, fr. codguldtus, pp. of cod-

guldre. See prec. word and -ion.

coaita, n., the spider monkey. — A Tupi name.

coal, n, — ME. cole, fr. OE. col. rel. to ON.,

Norw., Swed. kol, Dan. kul, OFris., MDu. kale,

Du. kool, ORG. kola, kol, MHG. kol, G. Kohle,

'coal', and cogn. with Olr. gual, 'coal'. Cp. col-

lier and the first element in collop. Cp. also

collie.

Derivatives: coal, tr. and intr. v., coal-er, n.,

coal-ing, n., coal-y, adj.

coalesce, intr. v., to grow together, unite. — L.

caalescere, 'to grow together, unite', fr. co-

and alescere, 'to grow up', inchoative of alere,

'to nourish'. See aliment and cp. adolescent.

Derivatives: coalesc-ence, n., caulescent (q.v.)

coalescence, n. — Formed with suff. -ce, fr. L.

coalescens, gen. -enlis. See next word.

coalescent, adj. — L. coalescens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of coalescere. See coalesce and -ent.

coalite, intr. and tr. v., to unite {obsol.)— L. co-

alitus, pp. of coalescere. See coalesce and next

word.

coalition, n., a temporary union. — ML. coalitid,

gen. -onis, fr. L. coalitus, pp. of coalescere. See

prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: coalition-al, adj., coalition-ist, n.

coalmouse, n., the European titmouse. — OE.

colmdse, fr. col, 'coal', and mdse, 'titmouse'. See

coal and titmouse.

coaming, n., a raised edge around an opening. —
Of uncertain origin.

Coan, adj., of, or pertaining to the island of Cos.

— Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Cos, fr. Gk. KcTk,

one of the Doric Sporades.

Derivative: Coan, n.

coarctation, n., tightening of the aorta, an ori-

fice, etc. {med.) — L. coarctdtio, gen. -onis, 'a

crowding or pressing together', fr. coarctdtus,

a collateral iormof coartdlus,pp.oi coarctdre,

resp. coartdre, 'to crowd or press together',

fr. CO- and arctdre, artdre, 'to press together',

fr. arlus, 'close, strait, narrow, fitted', which is

related to ars, gen. artis, 'art', arma, 'armor';

see art and -ion. The form arctdre (for artdre)

is due to folk etymology, which associated this

word with L. arcerc, "to hold off, keep off'.

coarse, adj. — Earlier also course, of uncertain

origin; possibly adjectival use of the noun

course in the term 'of course", taken in the sense

of 'common, ordinary, rude'.

Derivatives: coarse-ly, adv., coars-en, tr. and

intr. v., coarse-ness, n.

coast, n. — ME. cost, fr. OF. coste (F. cole),

'rib, coast", fr. L. casta, 'rib, side", which is cogn.

with OSlav. kosii, "bone". Cp. Rum. coastd, It.,

OProveng. casta, 'rib, coast', Sp. cuesta, 'hill,

mount, slope', costilla, 'rib', which all derive

fr. L. casta. Cp. accost, costal, costalgia, cos-

tard, costermonger, costrcl, cuesta, cutlet, inter-

costal.

Derivative : coastal (q.v.)

coast, intr. and tr. v. — ME. costeyen, coslien,

fr. OF. costeier, costoier (F. cotoyer), fr, OF.
coste (F. cote), 'coast'. See coast, n.

Derivatives: coast-er, n., coast-ing, n.

coastal, adj., pertaining to, or bordering on, a

coast. — A hybrid formed fr. E. coast with -al.

a suff. of Latin origin. The proper form is costal

(fr. L. casta), which, however, is used only in

the sense 'pertaining to a rib or ribs'.

coat, n. — ME. cote, fr. OF. cote (F. cotte).

'coat, petticoat', fr. Frankish *katta, which is

rel. to OHG. chozza, chozzo, MHG., G. katze,

'a coarse coat', OS. kot, 'a woolen mantle".

OProveng., Sp., Port, cota. It. cotta, 'coat', ML.
cotta, 'cowl', are Teut. loan words. Cp. cotillion,

cotise, cotta, and the second element in hausse-

col.

Derivatives: coat, tr. v., coat-ed, adj., coatee

(q.v.), coat-ing, n.

coatee, n., a short coat. — Formed fr. coat with

suff. -ee.

coati, n., a small Brazilian raccoon. — Port., fr.

Tupi coati, which is compounded of cua, 'cinc-

ture, belt', and tim, 'nose'.

coax, tr. and intr. v. — Fr. earlier cokes, 'a fool,

dupe', which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: coax, n., coax-er, n., coax-ing, n..

caax-y, adj.

coaxal, coaxial, adj., having a common axis

{math.) — Formed fr. co-, axis and adj. suff. -al.

cob, n., a heap, lump. — Prob. rel. to cub. Cp.

cobble, 'a rounded stone'.

Derivative: cobb-y, adj.

cob, n., a gull. — Rel. to Du. kobbe, of uncertain

origin; possibly orig. denoting a plump, round-

ish bird and rel. to cob, 'heap, luinp'.

cob, n., a spider {rare). — See cobweb,

cobalt, n., a silver-white metallic element (chem.)

— G. Kobalt, prob. a blend of MHG. kobolt, "a

malicious sprite', and Gk, xofiaXo;, 'rogue,

knave; an evil spirit'. See kobold and goblin.

For sense development cp. «/rA:i;'/and wolfram.

Derivative: cohah-ic, adj.

cobble, n,, a rounded stone, — Formed with suff,

-Ic fr. cob, 'heap, lump".

Derivatives: cobble, tr. v,, to pave with cobbles,

cabhl-ing, n,, cohbl-y, adj.

cobble, tr. v,, to patch. — Of uncertain origin.

Perhaps rel. to cob, 'heap, lump", hence deri-

vatively identical with cobble, 'to pave with

rounded stones' (see prec. word).

Derivatives: cohbl-er, n., cobhi-ing, n,

Cobdenism, n,, the doctrine of the English econ-

omist Richard Cobden (1804-65). — For the

ending see suff. -ism.

Cobdenite, n., an adherent of Cobdenism, — See

prec. word and subst, suff, -ite.

coble, n,, a kind of fishing boat. — Bret, caubal.

fr. L. caupulus, 'a kind of small ship", which is

of uncertain origin.

cobnut, n. — L, 'nut in heaps or clusters', com-

pounded of cob, 'heap, lump", and nut.

cobra, n,, a poisonous snake of Asia and Africa.

— Port, cobra de capello, 'serpent with a hood'

(so called because it expands its neck so as to

resemble a hood). Cobra derives fr, VL. *colo-

bra (whence also F. couleuvrc, "adder"), formed

with vowel assimilation fr. L. catubra, 'female
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serpent', which is rel. to coluber, 'serpent, snake'.
See Coluber,

cobriform, adj., allied to the cobra. — A hybrid
coined fr. Port, cobra (see prec. word) and L.

forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

coburg, n., a thin fabric of worsted and cotton
or worsted and silk. — Fr. Coburg, a town in

Germany.
cobweb, n. — ME. coppeweb, shortened fr. atter-

cop-web, fr. OE. dtorcoppe, attorcoppe, 'spider',

which is compounded of dtor, 'poison', and cop,

'top, head'. See after and cop, 'top of a thing'.

For the second element see web. Cp. cob,

'spider'.

Derivatives: cobweb, tr. v., cobwebb-ery, n., cob-
webb-y, adj.

coca, n., a South American plant. — Sp., fr.

Peruvian coca. Cp. cocaine.

Coca Cola.— A trade name; so called in allusion

to the extracts of coca leaves and cola nuts it

contains.

cocaine, cocain, n., a drug obtained from coca
leaves, used as a local anesthetic. — A hybrid
coined by Niemann in 1859 fr. coca and chem.
suff. -ine, resp. -in, which is of Latin origin.

cocainism, n., a morbid condition caused by the
habitual use of cocaine. — A double hybrid
coined fr. cocaine and -ism, a suff. of Greek
origin.

cocainize, tr. v., to anesthetize with cocaine. —
A double hybrid coined fr. cocaine and -ize. a
suff. of Greek origin.

COCCO-, before a vowel cocc-, combining form
meaning 'berry, seed'. — Gk. zoxxo-, xoxx-,
fr. x6xxo<;. See coccus,

coccoid, adj., resembhng a coccus (bacterial.) —
Compounded of cocc- and Gk. -oetSrji;, 'like',

fr. tlSoQ, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

Cocculus, n., a genus of plants of the family
Menispermaceae (hot.) — ModL., dimin. of
coccus, 'a berry'. See next word and -ule.

coccus, n., I) one of the carpels of a dry fruit

{bol.); 2) a spherical cell (bacterial.) — ModL.,
fr. Gk. xoxxo?, 'grain of the kermes, kernel,

berry', which is prob. a foreign word. Cp. the
second element in gonococcus and in Chiococca.
Cp. also cocoon. Cp. also scotch, 'to make an
incision'. The word coccus was introduced into

bacteriology by the German surgeon Albert
Christian Theodor Billroth (1829-94).

Coccus, n., a genus of insects of the family Coc-
cidae. — See prec. word.

coccyg-, form of coccygo- before a vowel.
coccygeal, adj., pertaining to the coccyx (anal.)

— Formed with adj. sufT. -ai fr. Gk. xoxxu^,
gen. xoxx'jyoi;. See coccyx,

coccygo-, before a vowel coccyg-, combining form
denoting the coccyx (med.) — Fr. Gk. xoxxu^,
gen. xoxxCiyoi;. See next word.

coccyx, n., the end of the vertebral column in

ilan and in some apes; the rudiment of a tail

(anat.) — Gk. xAxxu?, gen. xAxxOyoi;, 'cuckoo;

coccyx', a word of imitative origin. This bone
was so called from its supposed resemblance to
a cuckoo's beak. See cuckoo and cp. words
there referred to.

Cochin, n., a breed of large domestic fowl. —
Named fr. Cochin China.

cochineal, n., a scarlet dye. — Fr. F. cochenille,

fr. Sp. cochinilla, prop, 'wood louse', dimin. of
cochina, 'sow', which is rel. to F. cochon, pig'.

Both Sp. cochina and F. cochon prob. are of
imitative origin.

cochlea, n., the spiral part of the inner ear (anat.)— L. coclea, cochlea, fr. Gk. xoxXia?, 'snail

with a spiral shell', fr. xA/Xo?, 'shellfish with a
spiral shell', which is rel. to Gk. xoyxo;, 'shell'.

See conch and cp. cockle, 'bivalve'.

Derivative: cochle-ar, adj.

cochleare, n., a spoonful (med.) — L., 'a spoon,
whose pointed end was used to extract snails

from the shell', dissimilated fr. *cocleale, fr. coc-

lea, cochlea, 'snail', fr. Gk. xoxXia?. See cochlea.

cochleate, adj., shaped like a snail shell. —
Formed fr. cochlea with adj. suff. -ate.

cochleated, adj., cochleate. — See prec. word
and -ed.

cock, n., the male of the domestic fowl. — ME.
cok, fr. OE. cocc, coc, kok, imitative of the cry
of the bird. Cp. ON. kokr. Late L. coccus, OF.
coc (whence F. coq), OSlav. kokotH, OI. kuk-
kutdh, 'cock', which all are imitative. Cp. also

chicken, cockade, cockney, coquet, coquette,

coquin, coxcomb.

Derivatives: cock, tr. v., cock, n., the act of
cocking.

cock, n., a small pile of hay. — ME. cokke. Cp.
Dan. kok, 'pile of hay', ON. kokkr, 'lump, ball'.

cock, n., a cockboat. — See cockboat.

cockade, n. — F. cocarde, fr. OF. coquart, co-

quard, 'vain', fr. coq, 'cock'. See cock, 'the male
of the domestic fowl'. In English the word was
assimilated in form to the numerous nouns end-
ing in -ade.

Derivative: cockad-ed, adj.

cock-a-doodle-doo, n. — Childish imitation of
the cry of a cock.

Cockaigne, n., an imaginary land of luxury. —
ME. cocaygne, fr. OF. quoquaigne (¥. cocagne)
in pais de quoquaigne (F. pays de cocagne), 'land

of plenty', which is prob. a Teut. loan word and
lit. means 'land of cake'. See cake and cp. It.

cuccagna, Sp. cucana. Port, cucanha, which are

of the same origin and meaning, as OF. quo-
quaigne.

cockalorum, n., a conceited little man.— Formed
fr. cock in facetious imitation of Latm words.

cockatoo, n., a large parrot of Australia. — Du.
kaketoe, fr. Malay kakatHwa, which is prob. a
contraction ofkakak tiiwa, 'old sister'. See Yule-
Bumell, Hobson Jobson, p. 227. For sense de-

velopment cp. E. poll, 'parrot', fr. the PN. Poll,

a shortened form of Polly, 'Mary' (see Polly).

cockatrice, n., a fabulous serpent. — ME. coca-
'
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tryse, cocatrice, fr. OF. cocatris (F. cocatrix),

'a fabulous serpent', fr. Late L. calcdtrXx,

'treader, tracker', fr. calcdre, 'to tread'; see

calk, 'to stop with oakum'. OF. cocatris was

influenced in form by OF. coc, 'cock'. Late L.

calcdtrix is a loan translation of Gk. ixve\'jij.<i>^,

'ichneumon', ht. 'tracker', fr. i/'^oi;, 'track'.

cockboat, n., a small boat, esp. one used as a

tender.— ME. cokbote, fr. cok, 'cockboat', and

bote, 'boat'. The first element derives fr. OF.

coque, cogue (F. cache), 'a kind of boat', fr. Late

L. caudica, 'a kind of boat', lit. 'a boat made
from the trunk of a tree', fr. L. caudex, gen.

caudicis, 'trunk of a tree'. See caudex. OF. coque,

cogue, were influenced in form by MDu. cogghe.

Cp. coxswain. Cp. also cog, 'a small fishing boat'.

For the second element in ME. cokbote see boat.

cockchafer, n. — Compounded of cock, the bird,

and chafer; so called from its large size.

cocker, tr. v., to pamper. — Formed with suff.

-er fr. obsol. cock, 'to make a nestle cock of.

See cock, the bird. For sense development cp.

OF. coqueliner, 'to pamper', fr. coq, 'cock'.

cocker, n., quiver (obsol.) — ME. coker, 'quiver,

boot', fr. OE. cocur, cocer, rel. to ODu. cocar,

MDu. coker, Du. koker, OHG. kochar, kochdri,

MHG. kocher, kochsere, G. Kocher, 'quiver'.

These Teut. words are connected with ML. cu-

curum, MGk. xouxoupov, whence Russ. kukor,

'cartridge box'. Cp. quiver, 'a case for arrows'.

cocker, n., also cocker spaniel. — Formed fr.

cock, the bird; so called because originally used

for hunting woodcocA:.

cockerel, n., a young cock. — Dimin. of cock,

the bird. For the suff. cp. dotterel (fr. dote),

pickerel (fr. pike).

cocket, seal of the king's customhouse. — Of un-

certain origin.

Derivative : cocket, tr. v.

cockle, n., the corn cockle. — ME. cokel, cokille,

fr. OE. coccel, 'corn cockle, darnel; tares'; of

uncertain origin.

cockle, n., a stove.— Du. kachel, short for kachel-

oven, fr. MHG. kacheloven (whence also G.

Kachelofen), 'stove of Dutch tiles', fr. VL. *cac-

culus, 'an earthen pot for cooking', a collateral

form of L. caccabus, fr. Gk. xaxxa^oi;, xaxxap-r),

'a three-legged pot', which is of Sem. origin;

cp. Akkad. kukubu, 'a pot'. — Cp. cachucha.

cockle, n., bivalve mollusk of the genus Cardium.

— ME. cokel, fr. OF. (= F.) coquille, 'shell', fr.

VL. *conchilia, neut. pi. taken for fem. sing.,

fr. L. conchylium, fr. Gk. xoyx'JXiov, dimin. of

xoyx'JXiT), 'shell', fr. xoyx'^, 'shell'. See conch and

cp. cociiiea, cochleare, coquina, and the second

element in caracole.

cockle, intr. v., to wrinkle, pucker; tr. v., to cause

to wrinkle or pucker. — F. coquiller, 'to swell,

form blisters', fr. coquille, 'shell'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: cockle, n., a wrinkle, pucker, cockl-

y, adj.

cockney, n., i) a native of the East End of Lon-

don; 2) a resident of London; 3) his pronun-

ciation. — ME. cockeney, prob. from a NF.
dial, form of OF. acoquine (F. acoquine),

'greatly attached to', pp. of acoquiner, 'to make
fond of, formed fr. a, 'to' (see a), and coquiner,

'to play the knave', fr. coquin, 'knave, rascal,

rogue', which prob. derives fr. coq, 'cock' (cp.

F. co^«arfif,'ridiculous old beau', and other deriv-

atives of coq with a depreciatory sense). See

cock, the bird.

Derivatives: cockney-dom, n., cockney-ism, n.

cockroach n. — Alteration of Sp. cucaracha,

'wood louse', fr. cuco, 'a sort of caterpillar;

cuckoo', possibly derived fr. L. cucus, 'daw',

which is of imitative origin. Cp. Gk. xoxxu?,

L. cuculus, 'cuckoo', and see cuckoo. The change

of Sp. cucaracha to E. cockroach is due to a folk-

etymological association with E. cock and roach.

cockscomb, n. — Lit. 'the comb of a cock'. See

cock and comb and cp. coxcomb.

Derivative: cockscomb-ed, adj.

cocky, adj., conceited. — Formed with adj. suff.

-y fr. cock, the bird. Cp. coxy.

Derivatives: cock-i-ly, adv., cock-i-ness, n.

coco, cocoa, n., palm tree. — Fr. Port, coco, 'gri-

mace', so called from the monkeylike face at

the base of the nut. Cp. coquito.

cocoa, n. — Sp. cacas. See cacao.

cocoon, n., the silky case spun by the larvae of

certain insects. — F. cocon, fr. Proven?, cou-

coun, 'shell of eggs; cocoon', fr. L. coccum, 'ex-

crescence on a plant ; kernel, berry', whence also

F. coque, 'shell of eggs'. L. coccum is a loan

word fr. Gk. xoxxot;, 'grain of the kermes, ker-

nel, berry'. See coccus.

coction, n., a cooking, boiling. — L. coctio, gen.

-onis, fr. coctus, pp. of coquere, 'to cook, boil'.

See cook and -tion.

Cocytus, n., one of the five rivers of Hades (Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. K(oxGt6?, 'the River of

Lamentation', fr. xtoxuTog, 'lamentation', fr.

xcoxueiv, 'to cry, lament', dissimilated fr. *xO-

xuEtv, and rel. to xaua5> Homeric Gk. xVj^,

XYJO^, 'a sea bird'. Cp. OI. kduti, 'shouts', kokah,

'goose'. Arm. k'uk\ 'sighing, groaning'. All these

words are of imitative origin.

cod, n., a large sea fish. — ME. cod, prob. fr.

cod, 'bag' (see next word), and orig. meaning

'bag fish'. Cp. cuttlefish.

cod, n., a small bag; a pillow. — ME., fr. OE.

codd, 'bag, shell, husk', rel. to ON. koddi, 'pil-

low', Du. kodde, 'bag', fr. I.-E. base *geu-d-,

*gu-d-, -^-enlargement of base *geu-, 'to bend,

curve, arch'. See cove and cp. peasecod. Cp. also

coddle, 'to pamper'.

coda, n., a concluding passage in a musical com-

position.— It. coda, fr. L. coda, secondary form

of Cauda, 'tail'. See caudal and cp. words there

referred to.

coddle, tr. v., to pamper. — Formed with freq.

suff. -le fr. cod, 'pillow'.

Derivative: coddl-er, n.



coddle

coddle, tr. v., to cook slowly. — Prob. a var.

form of caudle.

code, n. — F., fr. L. codex, later spelling for

caudex, 'the trunk of a tree; a writing tablet;

an account book, a code of laws'. See caudex

and cp. codex.

Derivative : code, tr. v.

codeine, n., an alkaloid obtained fr. opium (chem.)

— Formed with chem. sufF. -ine fr. Gk. xcoSeia,

'poppy head', which is rel. to xoio?, 'prison'

(lit. 'a hollow place'), xco8mv, 'bell, mouth of

a trumpet, trumpet', xoiXoc (for 'xofiXo;),

'hollow', fr. I.-E. base *kew-, *ku-, 'vault; to

be hollow; to swell', whence also L. cavus,

'hollow'. See cave, n., and cp. codon.

codetta, n., a short coda (mus.) — It., dimin. of

coda (q.v.)

codex, n. — L. See code and cp. codicil.

codger, n. — A var. of cadger.

codicil, n., an addition to a will. — L. codicillus,

'a small writing tablet; an appendix to a will',

dimin. of codex, gen. codicis. See codex.

codicillary, adj., pertaining to, or of the nature

of, a codicil. — Late L. codicillaris, fr. L. codi-

cillus. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ary.

codification, n. — See next word and -fication.

codify, tr. v., to reduce to a code; to systema-

tize. — Formed fr. code with suff. -fy.

Derivative : codifi-er, n.

codille, n., a term at omber, used when the game
is lost by the challenging player. — Sp. codillo,

lit. 'elbow, bend, knee of quadrupeds', dimin.

of codo, 'elbow, cubit', fr. L. cubitus. See cubit.

codling, n., a young cod. — Formed fr. cod, 'a

large fish', with the dimin. suff. -ling.

codling, n., a variety of apple. — ME. querdling,

corruption of F. civur de lion, 'heart of lion'.

F. cceur derives fr. L. cor, de fr. L. de, 'from,

away from', lion fr. L. leonem, ace. of leo, 'lion'

(see cordate, de- and lion); influenced in form
by E. coddle, 'to cook slowly', and by nouns
ending in -ing.

codon, n., a small bell, mouth of a trumpet. —
Gk. xcoScov, rel. to xcoSsioc, 'poppy head'. See

codeine and cp. the second element in Poly-

codium.

codpiece, n., formerly, a bag worn in the front of

the breeches. — Compounded of cod, 'bag', and
piece.

coed, co-ed, n., a female student in a coeduca-

tional college (slang). — Abbreviation of next

word.

coeducation, n. — Formed fr. co- and education.

Derivative: coeducation-al, adj.

coefficient, adj. and n. — Formed fr. co- and
efficient. The term coefficient was introduced

into mathematics by the French mathematician

Francois Viete (Vieta) (1540-1603).

coehom, n., an obsolete weapon for throwing

shells. — Named after its inventor, the Baron
Nienno van Coehoorn (1641-1704).

coel-, form of coelo- before a vowel.
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Coelenterata, n., a phylum of invertebrate ani-

mals (zoo/.)— ModL., lit. '(animals) with empty
intestines', coined by the German zoologist

Rudolf Leuckart (1822-98) fr. Gk. koiXoc,

'hollow', and Evxepov, 'intestine'. See coelo-,

enteric, and adj. sufT. -ate.

coelenterate, adj. and n. — See prec. word.

coelenteric, adj. — See Coelenterata and -ic.

coeli-, form of coelio- before a vowel.

coelia, n., cavity (anat.)— ModL., fr. Gk. xoiXia,

'cavity in the body'. See next word.

coeliac, celiac, adj., pertaining to the cavity of

the abdomen (anat.) — L. coeliacus, fr. Gk.

xoiXiaxo?, 'pertaining to the cavity of the body',

fr. xoiXta, 'cavity of the body, abdomen', a

word coined by Aristotle fr. xoiXoi;, 'hollow'.

See coelo- and cp. coelio-.

coelio-, before a vowel coeli-, also spelled celio-,

celi-, pertaining to the abdomen (anat.) — Gk.
xoiXio-, xoiXi-, fr. xoiXia, 'abdomen', fr. xotXo?,

'hollow'. See coelia, coeliac, and cp. next word.

coelo-, before a vowel coel-, combining form
meaning 'hollow'. — Gk. xotXo-, xoiX-, fr.

xoiXo?, 'hollow', which stands for *x6fiXog and

is cogn. with L. cavus, 'hollow'. See cave, n.,

and cp. coelia, coeliac, coelio-, and the second

element in Odocoileus.

coelom, n., the body cavity of Metazoa (zool.) —
Coined by the German biologist Ernst Heinrich

Haeckel (1834-1979) fr. Gk. xoiXwfxa, 'a hollow,

cavity', fr. xoiXo?, 'hoUovt''. See coelo-.

Coelopleurum, n., a genus of plants. — ModL.,
compounded of Gk. xoiXoc, 'hollow', and ttXeu-

pov, 'rib'. See coelo- and pleura.

coen-, form of coeno- before a vowel.

coenesthesis, coenaesthesis, n., organic sensation

(in contradistinction to external sensation, as

hearing, seeing, etc.) (psychol.)— Fr. Gk. xoivv;

a?CTft7)CTic, 'common sensation'. See coeno- and

esthesis.

coeno-, before a vowel coen-, combining form

meaning 'common'. — Gk. xotvo-, xoiv-, fr.

xoivo?, 'common, public, general', which prob.

stands for *xoiji-ioc, a compound prob. formed

fr. *xo|jL-,'with',whichiscogn. with L. com-, cum,

'with' (see com-), and from a derivative of I.-E.

base yd-, 'going' (see itinerate). Accordingly

xoivo; lit. means 'that which goes together'.

For the formation of the word cp. Gk. E5v6c,

of s.m., which stands for *'i,'j^-t/j-, fr. E-jv,

'with', and *-to;, 'that which goes'. Cp. L.

comes, 'companion', for com-e-s, lit. 'he who
goes with somebody', fr. com-, 'with, together',

and the stem of ire, 'to go'. Cp. epicene.

coenobite, n. — See cenobite.

coenobium, n., a religious community. — Eccles.

L. coenobium, 'a convent', fr. Gk. xoivoPiov,

'life in community, monastery', fr. xoivrjc,

'common', and fAoc,, "hfe'. For the first element

see coeno-, for the second see bio-. Cp. ccnoby.

coenosarc, n., the common soft tissue that unites

the polyps of a compound zoophyte (zool.) —
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Compounded of coeno- and Gk. <jap5, gen.

aapxo?, 'flesh'. See sarco-.

coenurus, n., the larva of a tapeworm (Taenia cOe-

nurus). — ModL., compounded of coen- and

Gk. oupa, 'tail'. See uro-, 'tail-'.

coequal, adj. — Formed fr. co- and equal. Cp.

L. coaequdlis, 'of equal age, equal'.

Derivatives: coequal, intr. and> tr. v., coequal-

ity, n., coequal-ly, adv., coequal-ness, n.

coequate, tr. v. — L. coaequdtus, pp. of coaequdre,

'to make equal to (something else)', fr. co- and

aequdre, 'to make equal'. See equate and cp.

adequate.

Derivatives: coequat-ed, adj., coequat-ion, n.

coerce, to force, constrain. — L. coercere, 'to shut

up together, confine, restrain, limit', fr. co-

and arcere, 'to shut up, enclose, hold', fr. area,

'chest, box'; see ark and cp. exercise. For the

change of Latin a (in arcere) to e (in co-ercere)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : coerc-er, n.' coerc-ible, adj., coerc-

ibil-ity, n., coerc-ible-ness, n., coerc-ibl-y, adv.,

coercion (q.v.)

coercion, n., a coercing. — MF. (= F), fr. L.

coerctio, coercio, shortened fr. coercitid, fr.

coercitus, pp. of coercere; partly through the

medium of OF. cohercion (F. coercion), a form

less frequently used than OF. (= F.) coercition,

which derives fr, L. coercitidnem, ace. of coer-

citid. See coerce and -ion.

Derivatives: coercion-ary, adj., coercion-ist, n.

coessential, adj., having one essence. — Formed
fr. CO- and essential.

Derivatives: coessential-ily, n., coessential-ly,

adv., coessential-ness, n.

coetaneous, adj., having the same age. — Late L.

coaetdneus, formed fr. pref. co-, L. aetds, 'age',

and suff. -dneus. See co-, age and -aneous.

coetcrnal, adj., equally eternal. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. Eccles. L. coaeternus, fr. co- and

L. aeternus, 'eternal". See eternal.

Derivative: coeternal-ty, adv.

coetus, n., an ecclesiastical meeting. — L., fr.

coitus, 'coming together, assembly', fr. coitus,

pp. of coire, 'to come together'. See coition,

coitus.

coeval, adj., having the same age. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. Late L. coaevus, fr. co- and

L. aevum, 'age'. See aeon and cp. the second

element in longevity, primeval.

Derivatives: coeval-ity, n., coeval-ly, adv.

coexist, intr. v. — Formed fr. co- and exist.

Derivatives: coexisl-ent, adj., coexist-ence,

coexist-ency, n.

coffee, n. — It. caffe, fr. Turk, qalive, fr. Arab.

qdhwa'', 'wine; coffee', fr. Kaffa, Kdfa, a district

in the southwestern part of Ethiopia. Arab.

qdhwa'^ orig. meant 'the plant or drink coming
from Kaffa'. In Kaffa itself the coffee is called

band and the Arabs borrowed this word in the

form hunn, naming by it the raw coffee. Cp.

cafe, caffeine.

cognition

coffer, n. — ME. cofre, cofer, fr. DF. cofre (F.

coffre), fr. L. cophinus. See next word.

Derivatives: coffer, tr. v., coffer-er, n., coffer-

ing, n.

coffin, n. — ME., fr. OF. cofin, fr. L. cophinus

(whence also It. cofano, Sp. cuebano, cuevano,

'basket'), fr. Gk. xocptvo?, 'basket', a word of

foreign origin.

Derivative : coffin, tr. v.

coffle, n., a slave caravan. — Arab, qdfila'^,

'caravan'.

coffret, n., a little coffer. — F., formed with di-

min. suff. -et fr. F. coffre. See coffer.

cog, n., tooth on a wheel. — Of Scand. origin.

Cp. Swed. kugge, Norw. kug, 'cog', and see

cudgel.

Derivatives : cog, tr. v., cogg-ed, adj., cogg-er, n.,

cogg-ing, n.

cog, tr. and intr. v., to cheat. — Of uncertain

origin.

Derivative: cogg-ed, adj.

cog, n., a small fishing boat. — OF. cogue, a col-

lateral form of coque, 'a kind of boat'. See

cockboat.

cogency, n.— Formed fr. next word with suff. -cy.

cogent, adj., forcible; convincing. — L. cdgens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of cdgere, 'to drive to-

gether; to compel', fr. co- and agere, 'to set in

motion, drive, lead'. See agent and cp. cache,

coact, squat.

Derivative: cogenl-ly, adv.

cogitable, adj., thinkable. — L. cdgitdhilis, 'con-

ceivable, irriaginable, thinkable", fr. cdgitdre, 'to

ponder, weigh, reflect, think'. See next word

and -able.

cogitate, intr. v., to think: to ponder. — L. cdgi-

tdtus, pp. of cdgitdre, 'to ponder, weigh, re-

flect, think', fr. co- and agitdre, 'to put in con-

stant motion, drive, impel", freq. of agere, 'to

set in motion, drive, lead'. See agitate and cp.

excogitate.

cogitation, n. — F., fr. L. cdgitdtidnem, ace. of

cdgildtid, 'thinking, considering, meditation, re-

solution', fr. cdgitdtus, pp. of cdgitdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

cogitative, adj., pertaining to thinking; medita-

tive. — F. cogitatif (fern, cogitative), fr. ML.
cdgitdtivus, fr. L. cdgitdtus, pp. of cdgitdre. See

cogitate and -ive.

Derivatives : cogitative-ly, adv., cogitative-ness,n.

cognac, n., French brandy. — Prop, brandy made

from wine produced al Cognac, Department of

Charente, in France.

cognate, adj. — L. cogndtus, 'related by blood,

kindred', fr. co- and OL. gndtus, L. ndtus, 'bom',

pp. of ndsci, 'to be born'. See natal and adj.

suff. -ate and cp. connate.

Derivative: cognate, n.

cognation, n. — L. cogndtid, -dnis, 'relationship,

connection', fr. cogndtus. See prec. word and

-ion.

cognition, n., knowledge; perception. — L. co-
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gnilio, gen. -onis, 'a becoming acquainted with,

acquiring knowledge, knowledge, conception,

notion' , fr. cognitus, pp. ofcognoscere, 'tobecome
acquainted with, perceive, understand, know',
fr. CO- and OL. gnoscere, L. noscere, 'to know'. See
can, aux. v., and -ition and cp. quaint, acquaint.

Cp. also cognizance, cognoscente, cognoscible,

cognovit, connoisseur, incognito.

cognitive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

cognitus, pp. of cognoscere. See prec. word.
Derivative : cognitive-ty, adv.

cognizable, adj., recognizable. — Formed fr.

cognize with suff. -able.

Derivatives : cognizahle-ness, n., cognizabl-y, adv.

cognizance, n., knowledge, notice. — ME. coni-

saunce, fr. OF. conoissance (F. connaissance),

'knowledge', fr. conoistre (F. connaitre), 'to

know', fr. L. cognoscere; see cognition and
-ance. E. cognizance was refashioned after L.

cognoscentia.

cognize, tr. v. — Back formation fr. cognizance.

Derivatives: cogniz-am, adj., cogniz-er, n.

cognomen, n., the family name of an ancient

Roman. — L. cognomen, 'a Roman family

name, surname', formed fr. nomen on analogy

of cognoscere, 'to know', which derives fr. no-

scere, 'to know' (i.e. cognomen stands to nomen,
as cognoscere to noscere). See nominal and cp.

cognition.

cognominal, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. cognomen, gen. cognominis. See prec. word.
cognoscente, n., a connoisseur. — It. cognoscente,

conoscente, lit. 'one who knows', fr. L. co-

gnoscenlem, ace. of cognoscens, pres. part, of
cognoscere, 'to know'. See cognition and cp.

next word.

cognoscible, adj., that which can be known or
perceived. — Late L. cognoscibilis, 'recogniza-

ble, discernible, knowable', fr. L. cognoscere. See
cognition and -ibie.

cognovit, n., a document in which the defendant

acknowledges liability (law). — L. cognovit, 'he

has acknowledged' (short for cognovit actionem,

'he has acknowledged the action'), 3rd pers.

sing, of the perf. of cognoscere. See cognition.

cogon, n., a coarse grass, Imperata arundinacea.—
Sp. cogon, from a Philippine native word.

cohabit, intr. v., i) to live together (archaic);

2) to live together as husband and wife. — Late
L. cohahitdre, 'to dwell together', fr. co- and
L. hahitare, 'to have frequently, have possession

of, inhabit', freq. of habere (pp. habitus), 'to

have'. See liabit.

cohabitation, n. — Late L. cohabitdlio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. cohahitdtus, pp. of cohabitdre. See prec.

word and -ation.

coheir, n., a joint heir. — Formed fr. co- and heir.

coheiress, n., a joint heiress. — Formed fr. co-

and heiress.

Cohen, n., i) a priest; 2) a Jewish surname indi-

catmg priestly descent. — Heb. kohin, 'priest'.

See Kcriien.

cohere, intr. v., to stick together. — L. cohaerere,

'to stick or cUng together', fr. co- and haerere,

'to stick, cleave, cling'. See hesitate and cp.

cohesion. Cp. also adhere, inhere,

coherence, coherency, n. — F. coherence, fr. L.

cohaerentia, 'a sticking together, coherence', fr.

cohaerens, gen. -entis. See next word and -ce

resp. -cy.

coherent, adj. — F. coherent, fr. L. cohaerens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of cohaerere, 'to stick

together'. See cohere and -ent.

Derivative: coherent-ly, adv.

coherer, n. — Formed fr. cohere with agential

suff. -er.

cohesion, n. — F. cohesion, fr. L. cohaesionem,

ace. of cohaesio, 'a sticking together', fr. co-

haesus, pp. of cohaerere. See cohere and -ion.

cohesive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. co-

haesus, pp. of cohaerere. See cohere.

Derivatives: cohesive-iy, adv., cohesive-ness, n.

cohort, n., a company of soldiers. — F. cohorte,

fr. L. cohortem, ace. of cohors, 'an enclosed

place, yard; a company of soldiers, the tenth

part of a legion'. See court, which is a doublet

of cohort.

Cohosh, n., name of several N. American medic-
inal plants. — Of Algonquian origin.

cohue, n., rout, mob, tumult. — F., orig. 'hall',

fr. MBret. cochuy.

coif, n., cap, headdress. — ME. coif, coife, fr.

OF. coife, coiffe (F. coiffe), fr. VL. cofia, cofea,

cuphia, 'a cap' (whence also It. cuffia, scuffia.

Sp. cofia, escofia, of s.m. ), fr. OHG. kupphia,

'cap, coif.

Derivative: coif, tr. v.

coiffeur, n., a hairdresser. — F., fr. coiffer, 'to

dress the hair of, fr. coiffe. See prec. word.
coiffure, n., headdress. — F., fr. coiffer. See prec.

word and -ure.

coign, n. — An old spelling of coin,

coil, tr. and intr. v., to wind. — OF. coillir, 'to

collect' (whence F. cueillir, 'to gather, pluck'),

fr. L. colligere, 'to gather, collect'. See collect

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also coil,

'tumult'.

Derivatives : coil, n., coil-er, n.

coil, n., tumult. — Prob. fr. OF. acueil (F. ac-

cueil), 'reception, encounter', fr. acueitlir (F.

accueillir), 'to receive', fr. VL. *accolligere, fr.

ad- and L. colligere, 'to gather". See coil, 'to

wind'.

coin, n. — F., 'wedge, coin, stamp', fr. L. cuneus,

'wedge', which possibly derives fr. I.-E. *kun-,

enlargement of base *lcu-, 'pointed', whence
perh. also L. culex, 'gnat'. See Culex and cp.

cuneate, cuneiform, quoin. Cp. also Olt. cogno,

'die', OProven?. conh, 'wedge, die', Catal. cony,

Sp. curio. Port, cunho, 'die', Sp. curia. Port.

cunha, 'wedge'. Rum. cuiu, 'nail', which all

derive fr. L. cuneus.

coin, tr. and intr. v., to make coins. — OF. coi-

gnier (F. cogner), fr. coin. See coin, n.
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Derivatives : coinage (q.v.), coin-er, n., coin-ing, n.

coinage, n. — OF. coignaige, fr. coignier. See

prec. word and -age.

coincide, intr. v., i) to agree exactly; 2) to occupy

the same place; 3) to occur at the same time. —
ML. coincidere, lit. 'to fall upon together', fr.

CO- and L. incidere, 'to fall upon, light upon',

fr. in-, 'in', and cadere, 'to fall'. See incident.

coincidence, n. — F. coincidence, fr. MF. coln-

cidance, fr. coincidant, pres. part of cotncider,

fr. ML. coincidere. See prec. word and -ence.

coincident, adj. — F. coincident. See prec. word

and -ent.

Derivatives: coincident-al, adj., coincident-al-

ly, adv.

coinstantaneous, adj., happening at the same

moment. — Formed fr. co- and instantaneous.

Derivatives: coinstantaneous-ly, adv., coinstan-

taneous-ness, n.

coir, n., fiber made from the husk of the coco-

nut. — Malayalam kdyar, 'cord', fr. kdyaru,

'to be twisted'.

coition, n., sexual intercourse. — L. coitio, gen.

-onis, 'a coming together', fr. coitus, pp. oicolre,

'to come together', fr. co- and ire, 'to go'. See

itmerate and -ition and cp. next word.

coitus, n., sexual intercourse. — L., 'a coming

together', fr. coitus, pp. of cofre. See prec. word

and cp. coetus.

coke, n., charred coal. — ME. colke, 'a core', in

gradational relationship to ME. kelkes, 'spawn',

Swed. kalk, 'pith', and cogn. with Gk. y^>>Y'S

(for *y£X-yXT?), 'clove of garlic', &yXXc„ 'clove

of garhc' (in the pi. 'head of garlic'). Cp. kelk.

Derivatives: cok-er, n., cok-ery, n., cok-y, adj.

coke, n., cocaine (5/a«^). — Short for cocaine.

col, n., a pass between mountain peaks.— F. col,

'neck', fr. L. collum, of s.m. See collar and cp.

words there referred to.

col-, assimilated form of com- before /.

col-, form of colo- before a vowel.

Cola, n., a genus of trees of the chocolate family

(hot) — ModL., from a W. African native

word meaning 'kola nut'. Cp. kola, kola nut.

colander, also cullender, n., a large strainer. —
VL. *cdldtdr, corresponding to L. coldtorium,

'a strainer', fr. colore, 'to strain', fr. cdlum,

'strainer', which is of uncertain origin. Cp.

coulee, coulisse, couloir, cullion, cullis, percolate,

portcullis.

Colchian, adj., of, or pertaining to Colchis. —

•

Formed with suff. -ian fr. L. Colchis, fr. Gk.

KoXxk. Cp. next word.

Colcbicum, n., a genus of herbs (bot.) — L. col-

chicum, 'a plant with a poisonous root', prop,

neut. of Colchicus, 'Colchian', fr. Gk. KoX-

X'x6i;, of s.m., fr. KoXxk. 'Colchis'. Cp. prec.

word. The poisonous plant was called colchicum

in allusion to the poisonous activities of the

sorceress Medea, the daughter of Aeetes, King

of Colchis.

colcodiar, n., red oxide of iron. — F. and Sp.

colcotar, fr. Arab, qulqutdr, qolqotdr, fr. Gk.

3(aX>cav&05, 'blue vitriol', which is compounded
of xaXx6(;, 'copper, brass', and &4^oz, 'flower'.

See chaico- and anther.

cold, adj. — ME. cald, cold, fr. OE. cald, ceald,

rel. to OS., OFris. kald, ON. kaldr, Dan. kold,

Swed. kail, Du. koud, OHG., MHG., G. kalt,

Goth, kalds, 'cold', fr. Teut. *kalda-, prop. pp.

of base *kal-, 'to be cold', whence OE. calan,

'to be cold', ON. kala, 'to freeze'. Teut. *kal-

corresponds to I.-E. base *gel-, 'to be cold,

freeze'. See cool, adj. and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Teut. -d in OE. cal-d, ceal-d, OS.,

OFris. kat-d, etc. is equivalent to I.-E. -t in OI.

-taft, Gk. -loQ, L. -tus; etc.; see -ed. For the

formation of Teut. adjectives from past parti-

ciples, cp. dead, loud, old, sad.

Derivatives; cold, n., cold-ish, adj., cold-ly, adv.,

cold-ness, n.

cold-short, adj., brittle when cold. — Swed. kall-

skort, neut. of kallskor, ht. 'cold brittle', fr. kail,

'cold', and skor, 'brittle'. For the first element

see cold. The second element prob. derives fr.

MLG. schoren, 'to break', which is rel. to OE.

sceran, scieran, 'to cut, shear' ; see shear. Swed.

kallskort became in Enghsh cold-short, owing to

a confusion of Swed. skort with E. short, both

in form and meaning. Cp. red-short.

cole, n., cabbage. — ME. col, fr. OE. cdl, cdwl,

fr. L. caulis, cdlis, 'stem, stalk', esp. 'cabbage

stalk', which is cogn. with Gk. xauXti?, 'stem',

Lith. kdulas, 'bone', Lett. kaUls, 'stalk, stem;

bone', OPruss. caulan, 'bone', Mir. cuaille,

'stake, pile', and possibly also with OI. kiilyani,

'bone', kulyd, 'ditch', and with OHG., OFris.,

OS., OE. hoi, 'hollow'. See hole and cp. caules-

cent, cauline, Caulis, chou, kale, the first element

in Caulerpa, cauliflower, coleslaw, colza, kohl-

rabi, and the second element in Eriocaulon,

nudicauL

Colemanite, n., a calcium borate (mineral.) —
Named after William Tell Coleman of San Fran-

cisco (1824-93). For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

coleo-, before a vowel cole-, combining form

meaning 'sheath', as in Coleoptera.. — Gk.

xoXeo-, xoXe-, fr. xoXe6?, 'sheath', of uncertain

origin. L. culleus, 'leather bag', is not cogn.

with, but borrowed from, Gk. xoXe6?. Cp.

Coleus.

Coleochaete, n., a genus of green algae (bot) —
ModL., compounded of coleo- and Gk. yai'^i'

'long flowing hair, mane'. See coleo- and

cliaeto-.

Coleoptera, n. pL, an order of insects (= Beetles).

•— ModL., lit. 'sheath winged', fr. Gk. xoXeo-

TTxepoi;, fr. xoXeoi;, 'sheath', and Ttxepov, 'wing'.

See coleo- and ptero-.

coleopteral, coleopteran, coleopterous, adj., per-

taining to the Coleoptera (bot) — See prec.

word and adj. suff. -al, resp. -an, -ous.

coleorhiza, n., the sheath that envelops the ra-
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dicle in some plants (hot) — ModL., com-
pounded of coico- and Gk. pit^a, 'root'. See
rhizo-.

coleslaw, n., sliced cabbage salad. — Du. kool-

sla, fr. kool, 'cabbage', and sla, 'salad'. See cole

and slaw and cp. the first element in colza.

Coleus, n., a genus of plants of the mint family

ibol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xoXeoq, 'sheath' (see

coleo-); so called in reference to the union of

the filaments.

colibri, n., a hummingbird. — F. colihri, fr. Sp.

colibri, which is prob. of Caribbean origin.

colic, adj., pertaining to the colon. — Formed
with suflF. -ic fr. Gk. x6),ov, 'large intestine,

colon'. See colon, 'part of the larger intestine'.

colic, n., a sharp pain in the intestines. — F. coli-

qiie, fr. L. coliciis, 'pertaining to the colic; sick

with the colic', fr. Gk. xcoXtxoc;, 'sick with the

colic', fr. xcoAov, incorrect form for xoAov, 'large

intestine, colon'. See colon, 'part of the larger

intestine", and -ic.

Derivatives: colic-al, colick-y, adjfi

Colin, n., in pastoral verse, a name denoting a

shepherd, - F., prop, a dimin. of Col, itself a

dimin. of Nicolas. See Nicholas and cp. collie.

coliseum, n., a music hall. — ModL., a blend of

It. coliseo and L. Colosseum. See Colosseum.

colitis, n., infiammation of the colon. — Medical

L., formed with sutT. -itis fr. Gk. y.oXov, 'large

intestine". Sec colon.

coll-, from of collo- before a vowel.

collaborate, intr. v. — L. collahorclr-iiiiti), pp.

stem of collahui die. 'to work together". See com-,

labor, v.. and verbal sufT. -ate.

Derivatives: collahorat-ioit. n., collaboiat-ive,

adj.. collahoral-or, n.

collagen, n., a gelatinous substance occurring in

the animal body (physiol.) — Compounded of

Gk. yjjt'i.-j.. "glue", and -v^vr,;, 'horn of, of the

nature of". See collo- and -gen.

collapse, intr. v. — L. col/apsiis, pp. of colldhi,

"to fall in ruins, fall together", fr. col- and lobi,

"to fall". See lapse and cp. words there refer-

red to.

Derivatives: collapse, n., collaps-ihie. adj.

collar, n. — MF.. fr. AF. coler, corresponding

to OF. collcr (F. collier), 'necklace, collar", fr.

L. colldre. "a chain for the neck", fr. collum (for

*colsoni). "neck", which is cogn. with Goth.,

OHG.. OFris.. ON.. OS. hals. OH. heals, "neck",

Fhese words prob. meant orig. "that which

turns the head", and derive fr. l.-F. base *q" el-.

"to turn, turn round", whence also L. colere. "to

till (the ground): to dwell, inhabit", coloiiiis.

'tiller of the ground, husbandman, farmer".

See colony and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also Lith. kdkUis. Lett, kakls. 'neck", fr.

*q'oq"lo-. reduplication of base *q"el-, "to turn"

(see above and cp. cycle, wheel). Cp. col, col-

lar<;t, collet, accolade, cuddle, decollate, decol-

lete, hauberk, hausse-col, hawse. For sense deve-

lopment cp. Gk. Tpi/r;?.o;, 'neck', which prob.

means lit. 'turner', and is rel. to Tpoyoq, 'wheel'

(see tracheto-), and OSlav. vraC«, 'neck', fr.

vratiti, 'to turn'.

Derivatives; collar, tr. v., collar-ed, adj.

collaret, collarette, n., a small collar. — F. coUe-

relle, formed fr. collier, 'necklace, collar', with

dimin. sufi", -etie. See collar and -et, -ette.

collate, tr. v., to compare. — L. coUdtus, 'brought

together' (used as pp. of conferre, 'to bring to-

gether'), fr. com- and Idtus, 'borne, carried' (used

as pp. of ferre, 'to bear, carry'), which stands"

for *lldtos, fr. "//-, zero degree of L-E. base *tel-,

*lol-, 'to bear, carry', whence L. tollere, 'to lift

up, raise', tolerare, 'to bear, support'. See toler-

ate and cp. ablation, ablative, acceptilation, al-

lative, delate, dilatory, elate, illation, legislate,

oblate, prelate, relate, correlate, sublate, super-

lative, translate. The word collate was intro-

duced into English by Bacon.

Derivatives: collat-ing, adj., collat-or, n.

collateral, adj., i) placed side by side; 2) second-

ary. — ML. collateralis, 'alongside of, fr.

col- and L. latus. gen. lateris, 'side'. See lateral.

Derivatives: collateral, n., collateral-ly, adv.,

collaleral-ity, n., collaterol-ness, n.

collation, n., i) the act of collating; 2) contribu-

tion; 3) a light meal. — OF. collacion (F. col-

lation), fr. L. colldtionem, ace. of colldtid, 'a

bringing together", fr. colldtiis, 'brought to-

gether". Sec collate and -ion.

collative, adj., having the power to confer. —
L. colldtiviis, 'brought together", fr. colldliis,

'brought together". See collate and -ive.

collator, n., one who collates. — L., 'one who
brings together", fr. colldtiis, 'brought together'.

Sec collate and agential sufT. -or.

colleague, intr. v., to enter into an alliance (ob-

sol.) — OF. colligiier, colleguer, 'to ally', fr. L.

colligdre, 'to bind together". See colligate.

colleague, n., an associate in work, office, etc. —
F. collegue. fr. L. collega, 'one who is chosen

at the same time with another, a partner in of-

fice, colleague", which is prob. formed fr. col-

li^giiim. 'persons united by the same office". See

college.

collect, n. — F. collecle, fr. L. collecra. 'a gath-

ering together", fern. pp. used as a noun, fr.

colligere. See collect, v.

collect, tr. and intr. v. — L. collecliis, pp. of col-

ligere, 'to gather, assemble, bring together,

collect", fr. com- and legere, "to gather, collect,

pick out, choose, read". See lecture and cp. coil,

"to wind", and cull, which are doublets of collect.

Derivatives: collect-ed. adj.. collect-ed-lr. adv.,

collccl-ed-ness. n.. collection (q.v.), collective

(q.v.), collector (q.v.)

collectanea, n. pi., a collection of writings from

works of one author or of several authors. —
L., neut. pi. of collectdneiis, 'gathered or col-

lected together', formed fr. collecliis, pp. of col-

ligere, 'to gather", with sulT. -dneiis. See prec.

word and -aneous.

collection, n. — OF. (= P.), fr. L. collectionem,

ace. of collectio, 'a collecting, bringing to-

gether', fr. collectus, pp. of colligere. See collect,

v,, and -ion.

Derivative: collection-al, adj,

collective, adj, — F. collectif {ftm. collective), fr.

L. collectivus, 'gathered together, collected', fr.

collectus, pp. of colligere. See collect, v., and

-ive.

Derivatives: collective, n., collective-ly, adv.,

collective-ness, n., collectiv-ism, n., collecliv-ist,

n., collectiv-ist-ic, adj., collectiv-ity, n.

collector, n. — F. collecteur, fr, ML. collectorem,

ace. of collector, fr. L. collectus, pp. of colligere.

See collect, v., and agential suff. -or. Cp. OProv-

eng. collector, Sp. colector. It. collettore, which

all derive fr. ML. collectorem.

colleen, n., a girl. — Ir. cailln, dimin. of caile,

'girl'. For the dimin. suff. cp. smithereens.

college, n. — OF. college (F. college), fr, L, col-

legium, 'persons united by the same office, col-

lege, union, company', orig. 'a union formed

by law', fr. col-, 'together', and lex, gen. legis,

'law'. See com- and legal and cp. colleague, n.

Derivatives: colleg-er, n., collegial (q.v.), col-

leg-ian, n., collegiate (q.v.)

collegial, adj. — L. collegidlis, fr. collegium. See

college and -ial.

collegiate, adj. — L. collegidtus, 'he who is with

one in a college or society', fr. collegium. See

college and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives : collegiale-ly, adv., collegiate-ness,n.

Collembola, n., an order of insects, including the

springtails (enlomol.) — ModL., compounded

of Gk. y.fjAAa, 'glue", and J:|j.po>.ov, 'anything

that can be easily thrown in, peg, wedge", fr.

h^'fiiJXv.v, 'to throw in"; sec collo- and em-

blem. The insects of this order are so called in

allusion to their collophore.

collenchyma, n., a plant tissue consisting of elon-

gated cells thickened at the angles (hot.) —
ModL., formed on analogy of parenchyma fr,

Gk. y.'jYj.-i., 'glue', and 'i-.y/yj-y.. 'infusion'. See

collo-, and enchymatous.

Derivative: collenchyin-alic, adj.

collet, n., a metal band. — F., 'little collar",

dimin. of col, cou, 'neck', fr. L. collum, of s.m.

See col, collar, and -et and cp. cullet, decollete.

Derivative: collet, tr. v.

colletie, adj., agglutinant. — Gk. xoaat.tixo;, fr.

y.rj'/j.r-'yc, 'glued', verbal adj. of xo/.>.5.v, 'to

glue", fr. vjj'ij.i., 'glue". See collo-.

Collefotrichum, n., a form genus of imperfect

fungi ibot.) — ModL.. compounded of Gk.
y.'j'iXr-.'jz, 'glued", and t>fiE, gen. rp'./'k, 'hair'.

See prec. word and tricho-.

coUiculus, n., a prominence (.anat. and 200I.) —
L., 'a little hill", dimin. of collis, which stands

for *col-n-is and is cogn. with Lith. kclnas, Lett.

kalns, mountain", Gk. xoawvo;, xoao'ivv-,, 'hill",

OE. hyll, 'hill', fr. l.-E. base *qel-, 'to be ele-

vated'. See column and cp. coUine. Cp. also hill

and the first element in colophon. For the change
of In to //cp. h.pellis (for *pelnis), 'skin' (secfell,

'hide'). For the ending of L, colliculus see suff".

-cule.

collide, intr. v. — L, coUidere, 'to dash together',

fr. com- and laedere, 'to hurt' ; see lesion and cp.

elide. For the change of Latin ae (in laedere)

to f (in col-lidere) see acquire and cp. words

there referred to.

coUidine, n., an alkaloid, CaH„N (chem.) — Lit.

'the gluelike substance', formed with chem. suff.

-ine fr, Gk. xoXXa, 'glue', and slSot;, 'form,

shape'. See collo- and -oid.

collie, n., a Scottish sheep dog. — Of uncertain

origin; possibly the same word as coaly (see

coal and adj. sufi". -y) and so called in allusion

to the color of some of this breed, or perh. a

dimin. of the PN. Colin (cp. Chaucer, V. i, where

Collie is the name of a dog),

collier, n., i) a ship for carrying coal; 2) coal

miner. — ME. colyer, fr. col, 'coal'. See coal

and -ier.

colliery, n., a coal mine. — Formed fr. collier

with suff. -y.

colligate, tr. v., to bind together. — L. colligdtus,

pp. of colligdre, fr. col- and ligdre, 'to bind'. See

ligament and verbal sufT. -ate and cp. colleague,v.

colligation, n. — L. colligdtid, gen. -onis, 'a bind-

ing together', fr, colligdtus, pp. of colligdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

collimate, tr. v., to make parallel to a given line.

— Fr. collimdlus, pp. of 'collimdre', an er-

roneous reading in early editions of Cicero for

L. collinedre, 'to direct in a straight line', fr.

com- and linea, 'line'. See line, 'row', and verbal

sufi". -ate.

Derivatives: collimat-ion, n., collimat-or, n.

colline, n., a small hill (obsol.) — F., fr. Late L.

collina, prop. fern, of L. collinus, 'pertaining

to a hill, hilly', fr. collis, 'hill'. See colliculus

and -ine (representing L. -inus).

collinear, adj., lying in the same line. — Formed

fr. com- and L. linea, 'a line'. See linear.

Collins, n., a bread-and-butter letter. — So called

from William Collins, a character in Jane Aus-

ten's Pride and Prejudice, in allusion to his letter

of thanks written to Mr. Bennet.

Collinsia, n., a genus of plants of the figwort

family (bol.) — ModL., named after the Phila-

delphian botanist Zaccheus Collins (1764-1831).

For the ending see suff. -ia.

Collinsonia, n., a genus of herbs of the mint fam-

ily (hot.) — ModL., named after the Enghsh

botanist Peter Collinson. For the ending see

suff. -ia.

collision, n. — L. collisio, gen. -onis, 'a dashing

together, concussion", fr. collisus, pp. of coUi-

dere. See collide and -ion and cp. elision.

collo-, before a vowel coll-, combining form

meaning "glue". — Gk. xo'aao-, xoaX-, fr. xoXXa,

'glue', which stands for *xoXia and is prob.

cogn. with OSlav. kleji, kleji, 'glue', MLG. helen.
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'to stick'. Cp. coUetic, the first element in col-

lagen, Collembola, collenchyma, coUldine, col-

lodion, colloid, and the second element in

protocol.

collocate, tr. v., to place side by side; to arrange.

— L. collocatus, pp. of collocdre, 'to place to-

gether, arrange', fr. com- and locate, 'to place'.

See locate and cp. couch, which is a doublet of

collocate.

collocation, n. — L. colhcdtio, gen. -onis, fr. col-

locatus, pp. of collocdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

coUocution, n., a speaking together. — L. collo-

cutid, gen. -dnis, fr. collocutus, pp. of colloqui,

'to speak together'. See com-, loquacious and

-ion and cp. colloquy.

collocutor, n. — Late L. collocutor, 'he who talks

with another', fr. L. collocutus, pp. of colloqui.

See prec. word and agential suff. -or.

collodion, n., a solution of nitrated cellulose

(chem^ — Fr. Gk. xoXXcoSt;?, 'gluehke', which

is compounded of 'glue', and -toST);, 'like'. See

collo- and -ode, 'like'.

Derivative : collodion-ize, tr. v.

collogue, intr. v., to converse confidentially. —
A blend of F. collogue, 'conversation' (fr. L.

colloquium), and dialogue. See colloquy.

colloid, adj., i) gluelike; of the nature of a colloid

2) n., a gelatinous substance. — Compounded
of coll- and -osiSrjt;, 'like', fr. elSo;, 'form,

shape'. See -old.

Derivative: colloid-al, adj.

collop, n., a slice of meat. -^ ME. colhoppe,

coloppe, compounded of col, 'coal' (see coal),

and hoppe, a word of uncertain origin. Cp. dial.

Swed. glddhoppa, 'baked over gleeds (i.e. glow-

ing coals)'.

coUophore, n., a suckerlike organ in the abdomen

of insects (entomol.) — Compounded of collo-

and Gk. -96PO!;, 'bearing'. See -phore.

colloquial, adj. — Formed fr. colloquy with adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: colloquial-ism, n., colloquial-ist, n.,

colloquial-ize, tr. v. colloquial-ty, adv.

colloquy, n., conversation.— L. colloquium, 'con-

versation', fr. com- and loqui, 'to speak'. See

loquacious.

Derivative: colloquial (<i.v.)

collotype, n., a photographic print made from a

gelatin plate. — Compounded of collo- and

-type.

collude, intr. v., to cooperate in a fraud. — L.

colladere, 'to play together', fr. com- and ludere,

'to play'. See ludicrous, and cp. allude and words

there referred to.

collusion, n., cooperation in a fraud. — F., fr. L.

collHsidnem, ace. of collHsid, 'a playing together',

fr. colliis-(um), pp. stem of colladere. See prec.

word and -ion and cp. allusion and words there

referred to.

collusive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ire fr. L.

collus-{um), pp. stem of colludere. See collude

and cp. allusive and words there referred to.

Derivatives: collusive-ly, adv., collusive-ness, n.

CoUybia, n., a genus of agarics (hot.) — ModL.,
fr. Gk. z6XXu|3oi;, 'coin', orig. '(small) change',

which stands for *xii'>^'o'foz, and derives fr. Heb.

fidldph, fr. hdldpli, 'he changed'. Mishnaic He-
brew qolbon, 'rate of exchange', has been rebor-

rowed fr. Gk. >c6XXupO(;. Cp. caliph.

coUyrium, n., an eye salve {med.) — L., fr. Gk.
zoXXijpiov, 'poultice, eye salve', dimin. of

xoXXupa, 'a loaf of coarse bread', which is rel.

to v.dXkl'i, of s.m. ; of unknown origin. The eye

salve was called KoXXupiov ('a little loaf), be-

cause it was made up in small loaves.

C0I0-, before a vowel col-, combining form de-

noting the colon {med.) — Fr. Gk. xoXov. See

colon, 'part of the larger intestine'.

colobium, n., a sleeveless or short-sleeved tunic,

formerly used by the clergy. — Late L., fr. Gk.

KoXo^iov, fr. xoXo^6?, 'docked, curtailed, muti-

lated', fr. xiXo;, of s.m., whence also xoXo\i£iv,

'to cut short, curtail' ; rel. to xXav, 'to break',

fr. L-E. base *qel{d)-, *qol{d)-, 'to strike, beat'.

See clastic and cp. the next two words and the

first element in colure.

coloboma, n., a defect of the eye {med.)— Medical

L., fr. Gk. xoX6P(o(jia, 'the part taken away in

mutilation', fr. xoXoPoOv, 'to mutilate', fr.

xoXopoi;, 'mutilated'. See colobium.

Colobus, n., a genus of African monkeys {zool.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. xoXofio?, 'docked, curtailed,

mutilated' (see colobium); so called in allusion

to the thumbs.

colocynth,n.— L. colocynthis, ir.Gk. xoXoxuvi^i;,

'the wild gourd', which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. coloquintida.

cologne, n., perfumed liquid. — Shortened fr.

eau de Cologne, lit. 'water of Cologne', fr.

Cologne, French name of Koln in Germany,

orig. called Coldnia Agrippina ('colony of

Agrippa'), after Agrippa, wife of the Roman
emperor Claudius. Cp. Eau de Cologne.

colon, n., that part of the larger intestine, which

extends from the caecum to the rectum {anat.)

— L., fr. Gk. x6Xov, 'large intestine', which is

of uncertain origin.

colon, n., the punctuation mark: — L. colon, fr.

Gk. xaJXov, 'limb, member ; member of a clause

or a sentence', which is rel. to xcoXea, xcoXt),

'thighbone', and cogn. with OSlav. koleno, 'knee',

*clenii (fr. *celnii), 'limb, member' (whence

Russ., Czech clen, of s.m.),Lith. kelys, Lett, cells,

'knee', fr. L-E. base *{s)qel-, 'crooked, bent',

whence also Gk. OT<aXr)v6i;, 'limping, halting,

uneven', oxeXo;, 'leg', oxoXtd?, 'crooked, bent'.

See scalene and cp. semicolon. Cp. also cylinder.

colon, n., the monetary unit of Costa Rica. —

•

Sp. coldn, named after Christopher Columbus
(Crist6bal Col6n), the discoverer of America.

colonel, n. — Earlier also spelled coronel, fr. F.

colonel, earlier also coronel, fr. It. colonnello, fr.

colonna, 'column'. Cp. Sp. coronel (with dissi-

I

milation of the first / to r) and see column. It.

colonnello orig. meant 'the leader of a column

of soldiers'.

Derivative : colonel-cy, n.

colonial, adj. — Coined by the British statesman

Edmund Burke (1729-97) fr. L. coldnia. See

colony and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: colonial, n., colonial-ism, n., colo-

nial-ist, n.

colonization, n. — Formed fr. colonize with suff.

-ation; first used by Edmund Burke. See prec.

word.

Derivative: colonization-ist, n.

colonize, tr. and intr. v., i) to settle with colonists

;

2) to form a colony or colonies. — In the first

sense formed fr. L. coldnus, 'tiller of the

ground, farmer' ; in the second sense derived fr.

colony (q.v.) For the ending see suff. -ize.

Derivatives: colonization (q.v.), coloniz-er, n.

colonnade, n., a series of columns. — F.,fr. earlier

colonnate, fr. It. colonnato, 'colonnade', fr. co-

lonna, 'column'. See column.

Derivative: colonnad-ed, adj.

cblonnette, n., a small column, — F., dimin.

formed with suff. -ette fr. colonne, 'column'. See

column.

colony, n. — ME. colonic, fr. L. coldnia, 'landed

estate, farm, settlement, colony', fr. coldnus,

'tiller of the ground, husbandman, farmer', fr.

colere, 'to till (the ground), cultivate, dwell, in-

habit', rel. to incola, 'inhabitant', inquilinus, 'in-

habitant of a place which is not his own, lodger',

fr. I.-E. base *q"'el-, 'to turn, turn round,

move about', whence also OI. cdrati, 'moves

about, wanders, drives', cdrafi, 'walk, motion',

caramdh, 'the last', divd-karah, 'sun', Gk.
-eXstv, and Tr^Xea&ai, 'to be in motion; to be;

to become', 7r6Xoi;, 'pivot', t^Xoi;, 'end' xkXzvji;,

ziXtoc,, 'complete', -rijXe, 'far off' TiaXiv, 'back',

TTaXoti, 'long ago', TiaXaidi;, 'ancient', W., Co.,

Bret, pell, 'far off', OSlav. kolo, OPruss. kelan,

'wheel', and—with reduplication of the base

—

01. cakrdh, Toch. A kukdl, B kokale, Gk.
xiixXo?, OE. hweogol, hwcol, wheel', Lith.

kaklas, 'neck'. Cp. cult, culture. Cp. also Ana-
tolian, ancillary, autotclic, bucolic, calash, chuk-

ker, collar, cologne, cycle, domicUe, fallow,

'plowed land', inquiline, Limicolae, paleo-, Pa-
ludicolae, philately, pole, pratincole, pulley, talis-

man, tele-, telegnosis, telegraph, teleology, tele-

phone, telescope, telesterion, terricolous, Tri-

teleia, wheel.

colopexy, also colopexia, n., the suturing of the

sigmoid flexure to the abdominal wall (surg.) —
Medical L. colopexia, compounded of xoXov,

'large intestine, colon', and TTTJ^ig, 'a fixing'. See

colon, 'part of the larger intestine', and -pexy.

colophane, n., a resin. — F. colophane, fr. OF.
colofonie, colofoine, fr. L. colophdnia (see colo-

phony); influenced in form by F. diaphane,

'transparent' (see diaphanous).

colophon, n., inscription at the end of a book.

corresponding to the title page of modern
books. — Gk. xoXotpcov, 'top, summit, finishing

touch', for I.-E. *qol-i}-bho-; rel. to xoXwvoc;,

xoXcovY), 'hill', and cogn. with L. collis, 'hill'.

See coUiculus.

colophony, n., a resin. — L. colophdnia, fr. Gk.
(pvjTtvT)) KoXo9cov(a, 'resin from Colophon', fr.

KoXoiptov, name of a town in Lydia, lit.

meaning 'summit'. See colophon,

coloquintida, n., colocynth. — Med. L., fr.

Gk. xoXoxuv*iSa, ace. of xoXoxuvdi?. See
colocynth.

color, colour, n. — ME., fr. OF. culour, colour

(F. couleur), fr. L. coldrem, ace. of color, 'color

of the skin, color in general, appearance'. L.

color prop, means 'outward show, covering',

and is rel. to L. celdre, 'to hide'; see conceal.

Cp. It. colore, OProven?. and Sp. color. Port.

cor, 'color', which all derive fr. L. coldrem. For
the sense development of L. color cp. OI. vdrnah,

'covering, color', rel. to vrnSti, 'covers', and
Gk. xpwH-«> 'surface of the body, skin, color of
the skin, color', xp"?. of s.m. Cp. tricolor.

Derivatives: colo{u)r, v. (q.v.), colo{u)r-ful, adj.,

colo{u)r-ful-ly, adv., colo(u)r-ful-ness, n., col{u)r-

less, adj., colo{u)r-less-ly, adv., colo{u)r-less-ness,

n., colo{u)r-y, adj.

color, colour, tr. and intr. v. — F. colorer, fr. L.

coldrdre 'to color', fr. color, 'color'. See color,

n., and cp. discolor.

Derivatives: colo{u)r-able, adj., colo{u)r-abil-ity,

n., colo(u)r-able-ness, n., colo{u)r-abl-y, adv.,

coto{u)r-er, n., colo{u)r-ing , n.

Colorado, adj., of medium color (said of cigars).

— Sp., 'ruddy, reddish', lit. 'colored', pp. of

colorur, 'to color, dye, paint, stain', fr. L.

coldrdre. See color, v.

colorant, n., a dye. — F., prop. pres. part, of

colorer, 'to color', fr. L. coldrdre. See color, v.,

and -ant.

coloration, colouration, n., a coloring. — L. cold-

rdlid, gen. -dnis, fr. coldrdtus, pp. of coldrdre.

Sec color, v., and -ation.

coloratura, n., florid ornaments (mus^ — It., fit.

'a coloring,' fr. colorare, fr. L. coldrdre. See

color, v.

colorific, adj., producing color. — F. colorifique,

fr. L. color, gen. coldris, 'color', and the stem

of L. -ficere, unstressed form offacere, 'to make,

do'. See color, n., and -fie.

colorimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

strength of colors.—A hybrid coined fr. L. color,

gen. coldris, 'color', and Gk. ji^Tpov, 'measure'.

See color, n., and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

colossal, adj., huge. — F. colossal, formed with

suff. -al (fr. L. -dlis) fr. L. colossus. See colossus

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: colossal-ly, adj., colossal-ity, n.

colossean, adj., colossal. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. colosseus, fr. Gk. xoXoacsatcK;, 'colossal',

fr. xoXo<j(j6i;. See colossus and cp. Colosseum.
Colosseum, less correctly Coliseum, n., the great
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amphitheater in Rome built by Vespasian and

Titus. — Neut. of the adj. colosseus, used as a

noun. See prec. word.

Colossochelys, n., a genus of Pliocene tortoises

(paleontol.) — ModL., lit. 'gigantic tortoise', fr.

Gk. xoXocraoi;, 'colossus', and yzTxic,, 'tortoise'.

See colossus and Chelonia.

colossus, n., i) a gigantic statue; 2) anything

huge. — L., fr. Gk. jtoXooCToq, 'a gigantic statue,

colossus', a word borrowed from an Aegean

language.

colostrum, n., the first milk after pregnancy (merf.)

— L. colostra, colostrum, 'beestings', of un-

certain origin.

colpo-, before a vowel colp-, combining form

meaning 'in relation to the womb' (med.) —
Gk. xoXtio-, xoXtt-, fr. y-oknoc,, 'womb'. See gulf.

colporteur, n., a hawker. — F., 'hawker, peddler',

fr. colporter, 'to hawk about, peddle', lit. 'to

carry on one's neck' (fr. col, cou, 'neck', and

porter, 'to carry', see cou and collet), a folk-

etymological alteration of OF. comporter, 'to

carry, convey, transport', fr. L. comportare, 'to

bring together'. See comport.

colt, n., a young horse. — ME., fr. OE. colt,

'young ass or camel' (for the meaning 'young

camel' cp. the Authorized Version to Gen.

32 : 15). Cp. dial. Swed. kult, 'a boy", Dan. kutd,

'brood'.

Derivatives: colt-ish, adj., coll-ish-ly, adv.

Colt, n., a revolver. — Named after the American

Samuel Colt (1814-62), who invented it in 1836.

colter, coulter, n., a knife or blade attached to a

plow. — ME. cutter, colter, fr. OE. culter, fr. L.

culler, 'plowshare, knife' (whence also OF.

coltre, F. coutre), fr. I.-E. base *{s)qel-, 'to cut,

cleave, split', whence also Hitt. ishkalld, ish-

kalldi, 'to break'. Arm. celum, 'I cleave, split',

Gk. axaXXsiv, 'to hoe, dig", axaXi;, 'hoe, mat-

tock', cry.aXjXT], 'knife, sword', axaXjioc, 'pin or

thole (to which the oar was fastened)', oKaXoiJj,

'mole' (lit. 'the digger'), axoXo'l, 'pale, stake',

CTxciXo;, "a pointed stake', OSlav. skolika,

'oyster", skala, 'rock, stone", Ir. scelec, 'rock',

Mir. scdilim, 'I scatter, disperse', ON. skalm,

'a short sword, knife", OHG. scdla, "drinking

cup", OE. scalu, 'shell, scale of a balance". See

scale, 'weighing instrument', and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also coutel, cultrate, cul-

triform, cutlass, cutler, cutlery. Cp. also cal-

careous.

Coluber, n., a genus of snakes (zool.) — L. colu-

ber, 'serpent, snake', of uncertain origin. Cp.

colubrine. Cp. also cobra, culverin.

Colubridae, n. pi., a family of snakes {zool.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -idae.

colubrine, adj., i) pertaining to, or like, a snake;

cunning ; 2) pertaining to the subfamily ofsnakes

called Coluhrinae, of the family Colubridae

{zool.) — L. colubr'mus, like a snake, cunning',

fr. coluber, 'serpent, snake". See Coluber and

adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -tnus).

Columba, n., a genus of birds, the pigeon {or-

nithol.) — L., 'dove, pigeon", cogn. with Gk.

x6X'jijl|3o<;, xoXij[iPt<;, 'diver' (name of a bird),

OSlav. golgbi, 'dove", lit. 'the blue bird", Russ.

goluboj, OPruss. goUmban, 'blue', Lith. gelumbe,

'blue cloth'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*qel-, *qol-, 'of a dark color', whence also Gk.

xeXaivo?, 'black'. Cp. columbine, Colymbus. This

base is related to base *qdl-, whence L. cdligd,

'darkness'. See caliginous and cp. Celaeno.

columbaceous, adj., dovelike; pertaining to the

pigeons. — Formed with suff. -aceous fr. L.

columba, 'dove". See Columba.

columbarium, n., a dovecot. — L. columbarium,

prop. neut. of the adjective columbarius, 'per-

taining to doves", used as a noun, fr. columba.

See Columba and -arium.

columbate, n., a salt of columbic acid (chem.) —
See columbium and chem. suff. -ate.

Columbella, n., a genus of gastropods (zool.) —
ModL., dimin. of columba, 'dove'. See Columba

and -ella.

columbiad, n., a kind of heavy gun used in the

American Civil War. — From next word.

Columbiad, n., an epic of America. — Formed
with suff. -ad fr. Columbia, poetic nameofNorth
America, which was so called from its discover-

er Christopher Columbus.

columbine, adj., pertaining to a dove or doves;

doveUke. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) colombin, fr.

L. columbinus, fr. columba, 'dove'. See Columba

and adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

columbine, n., any plant of the genus Aquilegia.

— ¥. colombine, fr. ML. columbina, fem. of

L. columbinus, 'dovelike' (see prec. word); so

called from the resemblance of the inverted

flower to a group of doves.

Columbine, fem. PN. — Lit. 'dovelike', fr. L.

columbina, fem. of columbinus. See columbine,

adj.

Columbine, n., a female character in comedy and

pantomime, the sweetheart of Harlequin. — It.

Colomhina, fr. L. columbina, 'dovelike'. See

Columbine, adj.

columbite, n., a columbate of iron, Fe(Cb03)2

(mineral.) — Formed fr. next word with subst.

suff. -ite.

columbium, n., a metallic element {chem.) — The

original name given to niobium by its discoverer

Charles Hatchett ( 1 765- 1 847) in 1 80 1 ; he named

it so because he signalized it first in the ore

called columbite (q.v.) For the ending of colum-

bium see -ium.

columella, n., a part resembling a column {anat.,

zool. and bot.) — L., dimin. of columna. See

next word and -ella.

colunm, n. — L. columna, 'pillar, column", prob.

standing for *qelom{e)nd, 'that which rises",

fem. passive part, formed fr. I.-E. base *qel-, 'to

rise, be elevated", whence also columen, culmen,

'top,summit, eabie\celsus, 'high, lofty, elevated",

excellere, 'to rise, excel", collis (ior*col-n-is), 'a
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hill", 01. kutam (for kultam), 'top, skull' (orig.

'elevation'), Gk. xoXwvo;, koXwvt), 'hill', xo-

Xo<f(ii\i, 'top, end', Lith. kdlnas, Lett, kalns,

'mountain", Lith. kalvd, Lett, kaha, 'hill', Lith.

keliii, kelti, Lett, celu, celt, 'to raise, lift", OSlav.

celo, 'forehead", cetesinU, 'particular, pecuhar".

OS. holm, 'hill', OE. holm, 'island, wave, sea".

Cp. hill, holm. Cp. also colliculus, colline,

colonel, colonnade, colophon, culminate, excel.

For the participial suff. in L. columna (for

*qelo-mena) see alumnus and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: columnar (q.v.), column-ed, adj.

columnar, adj., formed in columns. — L. colum-

ndris, 'rising in the form of a pillar', fr. columna.

See prec. word and -ar.

columniform, adj. — See colimm and -form.

colure, n., one ofthe two celestial circles intersect-

ing each other at the poles {astron.)— Late L.

coluri (pi.), fr. Gk. a'l xoXoupot (scil. yga.\}.\i.a.i),

'the colures', lit. 'the truncated (lines)', pi. of

x6Xo\jpo(;, 'dock-tailed', which is compounded

of xoXo?, 'docked, mutilated, curtailed', and

oupd, 'tail' (see colobium and uro-, 'tail-'); so

called because in Greece their lower part is

always 'cut off' (i.e. beneath the horizon).

Colutea, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(fco/.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xoXouteS, koXoit^k,

xoXcoteS, name of a tree.

Colymbus, n., a genus of birds (ornithol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. xoXunPo?, 'diver (the bird)',

which is cogn. with L. columba, 'dove, pigeon'.

See Columba.

colza, n., coleseed; rapesecd. — F., fr. Du. kool-

zaad, lit. 'cabbage seed", fr. kool, 'cabbage", and

zaad, 'seed'. See cole and seed.

com-, pref. meaning 'with, together". — L. com-,

fr. OL. com (whence L. cum), 'with', rel. to

Oscan com, con, 'with', com-, kum-, Umbr. com-,

CO-, ku- — L. com-, con-, and to L. contra (for

*com-tro-), 'against', and cogn. with Olr., Mir.

com-, con-, 'with'. Alb. ke-, 'con-', the Teut.

perfective prefixes: Goth, ga-, OE. ge-, etc.,

and prob. also with Gk. xoivo;, 'common, public,

general' (see coeno-). Cp. ist con-, contra-,

count, 'title of nobility'. Cp. also y-.

coma, n., a state of insensibility. — ModL., fr.

Gk. xoijia, 'a deep sleep, lethargy', which is prob.

rel. toxoi^iiv, 'to put to sleep", xsi;a^ai, 'to lie", fr.

I.-E. base kei-, 'to lie, settle down", whence also

L. civis, 'member of a community, citizen'. See

civil and cp. acomia.

coma, n., i) a tuft of hairs (hot.); 2) a nebulous

mass (astron.) — L., fr. Gk. xopt/], 'hair of the

head', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. next

word, comet, comose, pyrone.

Comandra, n., a genus of plants of the sandal-

wood family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of

Gk. x6[j.v), 'hair" and dcvYjp, gen. avSpo^, 'man"

(see coma, 'tuft of hair', and andro-); so called

because the hairs on the calyx lobes are attached

to the anthers.

Comarum, n., a genus of plants of the rose family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. x6|jiapoi;, 'the arbutus',

a pre-Hellenic word.

comatose, adj., in a state of coma. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ose fr. Gk. xtSfxa, gen. xtofiaxo?,

'a deep sleep". See coma, 'insensibility".

comb, n. — ME., fr. OE. cdmb, rel. to OS. camb,

ON. kambr, Du., Dan. and Swed. kam, OHG.
champ, kamb, MHG. kamp, kam, G. Kamm,
'comb", lit. 'something tooth-shaped', fr. I.-E.

base *gembh-, 'to bite' ; to cut to pieces', whence

also OLjdmbhah, 'tooth', Toch. A kam, B kerne,

'tooth', Gk. y6[X90(;, 'bolt, nail', yon9ioc (scil.

6Sa>v), 'grinder tooth, tooth of a key", yajxtpai,

Ya(j,(p7)Xat, 'jaws of animals, beak or bill of

birds'. Alb. dsmp, Gheg 8qm, 'tooth', OSlav.

zgbU, Lett, zuobs, 'tooth", Lith. iamftai, 'edgeof a

beam", Lith. gemhe, 'peg', OSlav. z^bg (for

*gembh-), 'I tear to pieces'. See gemma and

cp. cam, n., kemb, unkempt, oakum. Cp. also

gomphosis.

Derivatives: comb, tr. and intr. v., comb-ed,

adj., comb-er, n.

combat, intr. v., to fight; tr. v., to fight with. —
F. combattre, 'to fight", fr. VL. *combattere, fr.

com- and L. battuere, battere, 'to beat, strike'.

See batter, 'to beat violently', and cp. abate, de-

bate, hors de combat.

Derivatives: combat, n., combat-ive, adj., com-

bat-ive-ly, adv., combat-ive-ness, n.

combat, n., fight. — F., back formation fr. com-

battre. See prec. word.

combatant, r) adj., fighting; ready to fight; 2) n.,

fighter. — F. combattant, pres. part, of com-

battre. See combat, v., and -ant.

combe, n., a deep valley. — OE. cumb, of Cehic

origin; cp. Bret, komb, 'small valley', W. cwmm,
'dale, valley', MIr. comm, Ir. and Gael. cum.

'vessel', which are cogn. with Gk. xu[i.[ir|, 'the

hollow of a vessel, cup, boat". Sec cymbal and

cp. 2nd coomb,

combinant, adj. and n. (math.) — Late L. com-

bindns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of combindre. See

combine and -ant.

combination, n. — OF. combination (F. combi-

naison), fr. Late L. combindtidnem, ace. of com-

bindtid, fr. combindtus, pp. of combindre. See

combine and -ation.

combinative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive from

Late L. combindtus, pp. of combindre, fr. com-

and bini, 'two each, two at a time". See binary.

Derivatives: combine, n., combin-ed, adj., com-

bin-ed-ly, adv., combin-ed-ness, n., combin-er, n.

Combretum, n., a genus of plants of the myro-

balan family (bot.) — L. combretum. "a kmd of

rush", of uncertain origin. It stands perh. for

*k"endhro-, and is cogn. with Lith. sveiidrai

(pi.), 'a kind of rush", Faroeish Dan. qvander,

the plant 'Angelica silvestris'. See Walde-Hof-

mann, LEW., I. p. 253 s.v. combretum.

combust, adj., burnt.— L. combustus, pp. oicom-

barere, 'to bum up', fr. *co{m)-iirere, with in-
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serted b on analogy of amburere, 'to burn

round', which stands for amb-iirere, 'to burn

round', but was misdivided into am-biirere.

(Owing to this misdivision the new verb *burere

was formed, with the pp. bustum; see bust.) L.

*com-urere is formed fr. com- and urere, 'to

burn', which is cogn. with OI. dsati, 'bums',

ufnah, 'hot', ustdh, 'burnt, hot*, Gk. efisov (for

*t\)<5z\y), 'to singe', OHG. usil-far, 'yellow' (lit.

'ash-colored'), ON. ysja, 'fire', usli, OE. ysle,

'glowing ashes, embers', ON. eimyrja, OE.

emerge, 'embers'. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. base *eus-, 'to burn'. See ember, 'live

coal', and cp. Eurus, uredo, Urtica, urticaria, m--

ticate, Ustilago, ustulate.

combustible, adj. — F., fr. Late L. combustibilis,

fr. L. combustus, pp. of comburere. See com-

bust and -ible.

Derivatives: combustible, n.,combustibil-ity,n.,

combiistible-ness, n., combustibl-y, adv.

combustion, n., a burning. — F., fr. Late L. com-

bustionem, ace. of combustio, 'a burning', fr.

L. combustus, pp. of comburere. See combust

and -ion.

come, intr. v. — ME. cumen, comen, fr. OE. cu-

man,rel. to OS. cuman, ON. koma, OFris. cuma,

Du. komen, OHG. queman, koman, MHG. ko-

men, G. kommen, Goth, qiman, 'to come', fr.

I.-E. base *g^'em-, 'to go; to come', whence also

OI. gdmati, gdcchati, 'he goes', gatdh, 'gone',

Avestic jamaiti, 'goes', Toch. A kakmu, B ke-

kamu, 'come' (pp.), A kumnds, 'comes', B kdm-

naskern, 'they come'. Arm. ekn (for *e-g"'em-t),

'he came', Gk. paivo (prob. for *pavtco fr.

*Pajuw), 'I go', L. venio (prob. for *g^'-tnid), 'I

come', Mir. beim for *ben-smen), 'pace, step',

Lith. gemu, githti, 'to be born', lit. 'to come'.

Cp. the collateral base *g''d- in OI. dgam (aor.),

Gk. e[5T,v (aor.), 'I went', Gk. Pri[xa, 'pace, step',

l^oj'ioq, 'altar', l.ett. gdju, 'I went', gatwa, 'pas-

sage'. Alb. nga, '1 run'. Cp. welcome. Cp. also

base, n., and words there referred to. Cp. also

venue, 'arrival', and words there referred to.

Cp. also agama, jagat.

come-at-able, adj., accessible. — Formed fr.

come, at, and -able.

comedian, n. — F. comedien, fr. comedie, 'com-

medy'. See comedy and -an.

comedienne, n. — F. comedienne, 'an actress in

comedy', fern, of comedien. See prec. word.

comedietta, n., a short comedy. — It. (now

commediettd), dimin. of comedia (now comme-

dia), 'comedy', fr. L. comoedia. See comedy.

comedo, n., blackhead (med.) — L. comedo, 'a

glutton', rcl. to comedere, 'to eat entirely up',

fr. com- and edere, 'to eat'. See edible and cp.

comestible.

comedy, n. — F. comedie, fr. L. comoedia, fr. Gk.

xcoixwSia, 'comedy', fr. xcofxtoSoi;, 'comic actor'

(orig. 'singer in the kco(xo? or comic chorus'),

contraction of xo>[xaotS<i<;, which is compound-
ed of xcofxoi;, 'revel, carousal, merry-making,

comic chorus', and aotSoi;, 'singer'. The first

element is of uncertain origin ; it is perh. rel.

to Gk. x<o|iv], 'village'. See home and cp. comic,

Coraus, encomium, afikoman. Thesecond element

is rel. to Gk. detSEtv, 'to sing', aoiSY), (iSr),

'song' ; see ode and words there referred to and

cp. esp. tragedy.

comely, adj.— ME. cumelich, cumlich, comeliche,

comlich, fr. OE. cymlic, formed with suff. -lie

(see like, adj.), fr. cyme, 'fine, beautiful, splen-

did', orig. 'frail, delicate, tender', which is rel.

to ME. kime, 'weak, delicate', OHG. chumo,

kumo, MHG. kQme, 'with difficulty', OHG.
chUmig, kHmig, 'weak, delicate', G. kaum,

'hardly, scarcely'. The original meaning of ME.
klme and OHG. chumlg was ''amentable, piti-

able'; cp. OHG. chUma, 'sorrow', OHG. chii-

mon, 'to mourn', OS. kQmian, 'to lament, de-

plore'. All these words are derivatives of the

I.-E. imitative base *gou-, *gow-, 'to shout, cry'

whence also OE. clegan (for orig. *kaujan), 'to

call', cyta, 'kite', OI. gdvate, 'sounds, resounds',

Gk. yoav, 'to wail, groan, weep', MLG. kUten,

'to chatter, babble, prate', Lith. gaudziii, gaUsfi,

'to howl', gdudas, 'lamentation', OSlav. govoriti,

'to make a noise', Russ. govorit', Serb, and

Croatian^ovorj/j,Czech/!ovon7!", Slovak /iovonf',

'to speak', Olr. guth, 'voice'. Cp. kite. The word

comely was influenced in meaning by an as-

sociation with come.

Derivatives: comeli-ly, adv., comeli-ness, n.

comestible, adj., eatable. — F., formed with suff.

-ible fr. L. comestus, a collateral form of come-

sus, pp. of comedere, 'to eat up, consume', fr.

com- and edere, 'to eat'. See edible and cp.

comedo.

comet, n. — L. cometes, fr. Gk. xoij.y]ty;(; (sell,

aa-riip), 'comet', lit. 'a long-haired (star)', fr.

xo[i5v, 'to wear long hair', fr. x6u.r;, 'hair'. See

coma, 'a tuft of hairs'.

Derivatives: comet-ic, adj., comet-ary, adj.

cometoid, adj., resembling a comet. — Com-
pounded of comet and Gk. -ociSr,i:, 'like', fr.

eISoc, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

comfit, n, a dry sweetmeat. — F. confit, prop,

pp. of confire, 'to conserve, candy, pickle', fr.

L. conficere, 'to put together', fr. con- and fa-

cere, 'to make, do'. See confect and cp. dis-

comfit. For the change of Latin a (in fdcere) to

/ (in con-ficere) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

comfort, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) conforter, fr. Late

L. confortare, 'to strengthen', fr. con- and L.

fortis. 'strong'. See fort.

comfort, n. — OF. ( = F.) confort, back forma-

tion fr. conforter. See prec. word.

Derivatives: comfort-less, adj., comfort-less-ly,

adv., comfort-less-ness, n.

comfortable, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) con-

fortable, fr. conforter. See comfort, v., and -able.

Derivatives: comfortable-ness, n., comfortabl-y,

adv.
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comforter, n. — OF. conforteor, fr. conforter. See

comfort, v., and agential suff. -er.

comfrey, n., a plant of the borage family— ME.
confirie, cumfirie, fr. OF. confirie, fr. con- (see

con-) and firie, 'liver' (= Y.foie), which prob.

derives fr. L. {iecur) ficdtum, 'liver (of a goose)

fattened with figs', neut. pp. oificdre, 'to fatten

with figs', fr. flcus, 'fig'; see fig. The plant was

so called because of its congealing properties.

comic, adj. — L. cdmicws, fr. Gk. xo>[xix6i;, 'per-

taining to comedy', fr. xwfjioi;, 'comic chorus'.

See comedy and -ic.

Derivatives: comic, n., comic-al, adj., comic-al-

ity, n., comic-al-ly, adv., comic-al-ness, n.

Comintern, n., the Third International.— Coined

fr. Communist /«/er«ational.

comitia, n. pi., assembly of the Roman people

(Roman antig.) — L., pi. of comitium, 'place of

the assembly', fr. *com-itis, 'a coming together',

fr. com- and the stem of itum, pp. of ire, 'to go'.

See itinerate.

comity, n., courtesy. — F. comite, fr. L. comitd-

tem, ace. of comitds, 'courtesy, kindness, affa-

bility', from comis, 'courteous, kind, affable',

fr. OL. cosmis, which prob. stands for co-smi-s

and lit. means 'he who smiles with', and is

formed fr. co- and the I.-E. base of *smei-, 'to

smile, wonder'; see mirror, smile. OL. cosmis

became L. comis in the sense of the Latin pho-

netic law, according to which s disappeared be-

fore d, I, m or n. Cp. L. lubricus (for *slubri-

cos), 'slippery', mirus (for *smeiros), 'wonder-

ful', nidus (for *nizdos), 'nest', ponere (for

*posnere, fr. *po-si-nere), 'to place', primus (for

*prismos), 'first'; see lubricate, miracle, nest,

position, prime.

comma, n. — L., 'division of a period; comma',

fr. Gk. x6(X|j,a, 'a piece cut off; a short clause',

fr. xoTTTEiv, 'to cut off', which is cogn. with

L. capo, 'castrated cock'. See capon, and cp.

acopic, Coptis, pericope, syncope.

Derivative: comma, tr. v.

command, tr. and intr. v. — OF. comander, (F.

commander), 'to command, order', fr. VL. *com-

manddre, refashioned after manddre fr. L. com-

menddre, 'to commit to one's charge', fr. com-

and manddre, 'to commit to one's charge', lit.

'to place in one's hands', fr. manus, 'hand' ; see

manual and cp. mandate. For the change of

Latin d (in manddre) to e (in com-menddre) see

accent and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

commend, which is a doublet of command.
Derivatives: command, n. (q.v.), commandant
(q.v.), command-er, n., command-er-ship, n.,

commandery (q.v.), command-ing, adj., com-
mand-ing-ly, adv., commandment (q.v.)

command, n. — F. commandc, fr. commander. See

command, v.

commandant, n. — F., 'the one commanding',
prop. pres. part, of commander. See command,
v., and -ant.

commandeer, n. — S.A. Du. kommanderen, 'to

commandeer', the same word as Du. kom-
manderen, 'to command', fr. F. commander.
See command, v.

commander, n. — OF. comandeor (F. comman-
deur), fr. comander. See command, v., and cp.

commodore.

commandery, n.— F. commanderie, fr. ML. com-

menddria, fr. commenda, 'charge, trust' (in the

phrase in commendam dare, 'to give into trust'),

fr. L. commenddre, 'to commit to one's charge'

(see commend and -ery and cp. commendam); in-

fluenced in meaning by prec. word. For the

ending see -y (representing F. -ie).

commandment, n. — F. commandement, fr. com-

mander. See command, v., and -ment.

commando, n., i) orig., a military force of Boers;

2) a small raiding group; 3) a member of such

a group. — S.A. Du., fr. Port, commando, fr.

commandar, fr. VL. *commanddre. See com-

mand, v.

commatic, adj., consisting of short clauses. — L.

commaticus, fr. Gk. xofifjiaxixoi;, fr. x6(i(ia, gen.

x6[ji.(jiaT0(;, 'a short clause'. See comma and -ic.

Commellna, n., a genus of plants, the dayflower

(bot.) — ModL., named after the Dutch bota-

nists Kaspar and Johann Commelin (1667-1731,

resp. 1629-98).

Commelinaceae, n. pi., the spidewort family {bot)

— Formed fr. Commelina with suff. -aceae.

commelinaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

commemorable, adj.— L. commemordbilis, 'worth

mentioning', fr. commemordre. See commemo-
rate and -able.

commemorate, tr. v. — L. commemordtus, pp. of

commemordre, 'to recall to memory', fr. com-

and memordre, 'to bring to remembrance, men-

tion, recount', fr. memor, 'mindful'. See memory
and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: commemorat-ive, adj., commemo-
rat-ive-ly, adv., commemorat-ive-ness, n., com-

memorator (q.v.), commemoral-ory, adj.

commemorator, n. — Late L., fr. L. commemo-
rdtus, pp. of commemordre. See prec. word and

agential suff. -or.

commemoration, n. — L. commemordtid, gen.

-dnis, 'a caUing to mind', fr. commemordtus, pp.

of commemordre. See commemorate and -ion.

Derivative: commemoration-al, adj.

commence, tr. and intr. v., to begin. — ME. co-

mencen, fr. OF. comencier, comencer (F. com-

mencer), fr. VL. *cominitidre, fr. com- and L.

initidre, 'to initiate, consecrate', in Late L. also

'to begin'; fr. initium, 'beginning'. See initiate.

Cp. It. cominciare, OProven^. comensar, Catal.

comensar (whence Sp. comenzar), which all de-

rive fr. VL. *comimtidre.

Derivatives: commencement (q.v.), commenc-

er, n.

commencement, n., beginning. — OF. comence-

ment (F. commencement) fr. comencier, comen-

cer. See prec. word and -ment.



commend

commend, tr. v. — L. commenddre, 'to commit
to one's charge', fr. com- and manddre, of s.m.,

lit. 'to place in one's hands'. See command, v.,

which is originally the same as commend, but

differentiated from it in meaning.

commendable, adj. — OF., fr. L. commenddbilis,

'worthy of praise, commendable', fr. commen-

ddre. See commend and -able.

Derivative : commendahl-y, adv.

commendam, n., i) the holding of a benefice by

a bishop or layman to whom it has been com-

mended; 2) the benefice held in this manner

(eccles.)— Abbreviation of ML. in commendam

datum, 'given into trust'. ML. commendam is

ace. of commenda, 'charge, trust'. See com-

mandery.

commendatary, n., a commendator. — ML. com-

menddtdrius, fr. L. commenddtus, pp. of com-

menddre. See commend, v., and adj. suff. -ary.

commendation, n. — OF., fr, L. commenddtio-

nem, ace. of commenddtio, 'commendation, re-

commanding'. See commend, v., and -ation.

commendator, n. — L., fr, commenddtus, pp. of

commenddre. See commend, v., and -ator.

commendatory, adj., i) pertaining to, or expres-

sing, a commendation; 2) recommending; (ec-

cles.) holding in commendam. — Late L. com-

mendalorius (corresponding to L. commen-

ddlicius), 'serving for commendation, commen-

datory', fr. L. commenddtus, pp. oi commenddre.

See commend, v., and the adj. suffixes -ate and

-ory.

commensal, n., one who eats at the same table. —
ML, commensdiis, fr, com- and L, mensa, 'table'.

Sec mensal.

Derivatives: commensal, n,, commensal-ism, n,,

commensal-ily, n., commensal-ly, adv,

commensurable, adj. — Late L. commensdrd-

hilis, fr. com- and L. mensOrdhilis, 'measurable',

fr. mensurdre. See next word.

Derivatives: commensurahil-ity, n., commcnsura-

hle-ness, n., commensurabl-y, adv.

commensurate, adj. — Late L. commensurdtus,

'equal in measure', fr. com- and L, mensiirdtus,

pp, of mensurdre, 'to measure', fr. mensiira,

measure'. See mensurate.

Derivatives: commensurate-ly, adv., commen-

surule-nesi, n.

comment, n. — ME., fr. OF. comment, fr. L. com-

mentum, 'invention, fabrication, fiction', prop,

neut. of pp. commentus, used as a noun, fr.

comminiscor, 'I devise, invent, contrive, fabri-

cate', which stands for *com-men-iscor and lit.

means 'I ponder', fr. com- and mens, gen. men-

tis, 'mind". Sec mental, 'pertaining to the mind".

comment, intr. v. F. commenter, fr. L, com-

mentdrl, 'to consider thoroughly, meditate upon,

explain', freq, formed fr. comminiscor. See

prec. word. Derivative: comment-or,n.

commentary, n. — L. commentdrium, 'notebook,

sketch, commentary' (short for volUmen eom-

mentdrium, 'a commenting book'), neut. of the

adjective commentdrius, 'pertaining to a com-

mentum\ See comment, n., and subst. suff. -ary.

commentate, tr. and intr. v. — Back formation

fr. commentator.

commentation, n. — L. commentdtio, gen. -onis,

'meditation upon something, treatise, disser-

tation', fr. commentdtus, pp. of commentdrl. See

comment, v., and -ation.

commentator, n. — L., 'inventor, contriver, inter-

preter', fr. commentdtus, pp. of commentdrl. See

comment, v., and -ator.

Derivatives: commentator-ial, adj., commenta-

tor-ial-ly, adv.

commerce, n, — F., fr. L. commercium, 'trade,

traffic, intercourse, commerce', fr. con- and

merx, gen. mercis, 'merchandise'. See mercantile.

Derivatives: commerce, intr. v., to have inter-

course, commerc-ial, adj. and n., commercial-

ism, n., commerclal-lst, n., commercial-ize, tr.

v., commercial-ity, n., commercial-ly, adv.

comminate, tr. and intr. v., to threaten; to ana-

thematize. — L. commindtus, pp. of commindri,

'to threaten', fr. com- and mindri, 'to threaten".

See minatory and cp. menace.

commination, n., a threat. — L, commindtio, gen.

-onls, fr. commindtus, pp. of commindri. See

prec. word and -ion.

comminatory, adj., threatening. — ML. commi-

ndtorius, fr. L. commindtus, pp. of commindri.

See comminate and -ory.

commingle, tr. and intr. v. — A hybrid coined fr.

com- and mingle.

comminute, tr. v., to divide into small particles.—

L. commindtus, pp. of comminuere, 'to divide

into small parts, break into pieces', fr. com-

and minuere, 'to make small, lessen, reduce".

See minute, adj.

Derivatives: comminut-ed, adj., comminut-ion, n.

Commiphora, n., a genus of trees of the family

Burseraceae (hot.) — ModL,, compounded of

Gk. v.'i[x[xi, 'gum", and -?6po;, 'bearing". See

gum, 'resin", and -phore.

commiserate, intr. and tr. v. — L. commiserdtus.

pp. of commiserdrl, 'to bewail', fr, com- and

miserdri, 'to pity, deplore". See miserable and

verbal suff, -ate.

Derivatives: commiseration (q,v.), commiserat-

ive, adj., commiserat-ive-ly, adv., commiscrat-

or, n.

commiseration, n. — F, commiseration, fr. L.

commiserdtionem, ace. of commiserdtid, 'part of

an oration intended to excite compassion', fr.

commiserdtus, .pp. of commiserdrl. Sec prec,

word and -ion.

commissar, n., commissciry; commissioner. —
Russ, komisar, fr. ML. commissdrius. See com-

missary,

commissariat, n. — F., body of commissaries,

commissary's office', fr. commissaire, 'commis-

sary', fr. ML. commissdrius. See commissary,

commissary, n,, one to whom something is en-

trusted. — ML. commissdrius, 'a person in •
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charge', fr. L. commissus, pp. of committere, 'to

entrust, give in charge'. See commit and -ary.

commission, n. — P., fr. L. commlssidnem, ace. of

commissio, 'a bringing together in contest, the

beginning of a contest', fr. commissus, pp. of

committere. See commit.

Derivatives: commission, tr. v., commlssion-al,

adj., commission-ed, adj., commission-er, n.

commissionaire, n. — F. commlsslonnaire, lit. 'one

commissioned', fr. ML. commissiondrius, fr. L.

commlssto. See commission.

commissure, n., joint, seam; junction {anat.) —
F., fr. L. commlssura, 'a joining together, joint,

seam', fr. commissus, pp. of committere. See

commit and -ure.

commit, tr. v. — L. committere, 'to join or put

together, to unite, connect, commit', fr. com- and

mlttere (pp. missus), 'to send'. See mission and

cp. fldeicommissum.

Derivatives: commit, n., commit-ment, n., com-

mltt-er, commltt-or, n.

committee, n. — Late AF. committe, pp. cor-

responding to F. commts, fr. F. commettre, 'to

commit'. Orig. committee meant 'a person to

whom something is committeed'. See prec. word

and -ee.

commix, tr. and intr. v. — Back formation fr.

earlier commlxt, which derives fr. L. commlxtus,

'mixed together', but was mistaken for the pp.

of an English verb (i.e. commlxt was supposed

to have been formed from the verb commix and

the pp. suff. -/) L- commlxtus is pp. of comml-

scere, 'to mix together', which is formed fr. com-

and mlscere, 'to mix'. See mixed and cp. admix,

intermix.

commixtion, n. — Late L. commlxtld, gen. -dnls,

fr. L. commlxtus, pp. of commlscere. See prec.

word and -ion.

commixture, n. — L. commlxtura, fr. commlxtus,

pp. of commlscere. See commix and -ture.

commode, n., i) a chest of drawers; 2) a movable

washstand. — F., fr. commode, 'convenient,

serviceable, comfortable', fr. L. commodus, 'fit,

suitable, convenient', lit. 'measured with', fr.

com- and modus, 'measure, manner, mode'. See

mode and cp. accommodate, discommode.

commodious, adj., spacious, roomy. — F. com-

modleux (fem. commodleuse), fr. L^te L. com-

modldsus, fr. L. commodus. See prec. word and

-ous.

Derivatives: commodlous-ly, adv., commodlous-

ness, n.

commodity, n., i) convenience; 2) an article of

commerce. — F. commodite, fr. L. commodi-

idiem, ace. of commodllus, 'measure, propor-

tion', fr. commodus. See commode and -ity.

commodore, n., i) in the United States Navy, an

officer below the rank of a rear admiral; 2) in

the British Navy, commander of a squadron.—
Fr. earlier commandore, fr. F. commandeur,

prob. through the medium of Du. commandeur.

See commander.

common, adj. —^ ME. commun, comun, fr. OF.
comun (F. commun), fr. L. communis (cp. the

OL. ace. comolnem), 'common, universal, pub-

lic', formed fr. co- and OL. molnos, moenus (L.

munus), 'service, office, function', which is rel.

to OL. moenla, L. mdnla, 'official duties', fr,

I.-E. base *moln-, *meln-, 'to change'. See mean,

'of low rank', and cp. commune, communicate,

immune, municipal, munificent, remunerate. Cp.

also mime, minimum.

Derivatives: common-er, n., common-ly, adv.,

common-ness, n.

common, n., i) common land ; 2) common people

;

3) right to another's land {law). — Fr. common,

adj. Cp. discommon.

Derivatives: common-able, adj., common-age, n.

commonalty, n., l) the common people; 2) the

members of a body corporate. — ME. como-

nalte, fr. OF. comunaulte (F. communaute), fr.

"VL. *commundlltdtem, ace. of *commundlltds,

fr. L. communis, 'common'. See common, adj.,

and the suffixes -al and -ty.

commonplace, n. — Loan translation of L. locus

communis, 'common topics', itself a loan trans-

lation of Gk. xoivoi. TOTCOi, 'commonplace', lit.

'common places'.

Derivatives: commonplace, tr. and intr. v. and

adj., commonplace-ly, adv., commonplace-ness,

n., commonplac-er, n.

common sense. — Loan translation of L. sensus

communis or Gk. koivt; aiaS-yjai;;.

commonsensical, adj. — Formed fr. common

sense on analogy of nonsensical.

Derivative: commonsenslcal-ly, adv.

commotion, n. — F., fr. L. commdtldnem, ace. of

commotio, 'violent movement, agitation, excite-

ment', fr. commdtus, pp. of commovere, 'to put

in violent motion, stir, move', fr. com- and mo-

vere, 'to move'. See motion.

Derivative: commotlon-al, adj.

commove, tr. v. — ME. commoeven, commeven,

fr. OF. comovolr, fr. L. commovere. See prec.

word.

communal, adj. — Late L. commundlls, fr. com-

muna, 'a commune'. See commune, 'a small poli-

tical district', and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: communal-Ism, n., communal-lst, n.,

communal-lst-lc, adj., communal-lze, tr. v., com-

munallz-ation, n.

commtme, n., a small political district. — F., fr.

L. commdnia, neut. pi. oi communis, 'common',

which was mistaken for fem. sing. See common,

commune, intr. v. — OF. comuner, fr. comun,

'common'. See common, adj.

communicable, adj. — F., fr. Late L. commiinl-

cdbills, fr. L. communlcdre. See communicate

and -able.

Derivatives: communtcabtl-lty, n., communt-

cable-ness, n., communlcabl-y, adv.

communicant, adj. and n. — L. communlcdns,

gen. -antls, pres. part, of communlcdre. See next

word and -ant.



communicate

communicate, tr. and intr. v.— L. communicdtus,

pp. of communicdre, 'to communicate, impart,
share', fr. communis, 'common'. See common,
adj., and verbal suflF. -ate and cp. excommuni-
cate.

communication, n. — F., fr. L. communicdtio-
nem, ace. of communicdtio, fr. communicdtus,

pp. of commUnicdre. See prec. word and -ion.

communicative, adj. — F. communicatif (fern.

communicative), fr. ML. commUnicdtivus, fr. L.

communicdtus, pp. of commUnicdre. See com-
municate and -ive.

Derivatives: communicative-ly, adv., communi-
cative-ness, n.

communicator, n. — Late L. communicator, fr.

L. communicdtus, pp. of commdnicdre. See com-
municate and agential suff. -or.

communicatory, adj. — ML. communicdtdrius, fr.

Late L. commdnicdtor. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ory.

communion, n. — F., fr. L. communionem, ace. of
commdnio, 'fellowship, communion', fr. com-
munis, 'common'; see common, adj., and -ion.

The word communion was introduced into Eng-
lish by Wycliffe.

Derivatives: communion-able, adj., communion-
al, adj.

communique, n., an official communication. —
F., pp. of communiquer, fr. L. communicdre. See
communicate.

communism, n., a social system based on collect-

ive ownership. — F. communisme, coined by
Goodwyn Barmby in 1840 (see The Apostle,
No. I, 1848) fr. L. communis or F. commun (see

common, adj.) and suff. -isme (see -ism).

communist, n. — Coined by Goodwyn Barmby
fr. L. communis (see prec. word) and suff. -ist;

he founded The London Communist Propaganda
Society in 1841.

Derivatives: communist, communist-ic, adjs.

community, n. — OF. comunetc, comunite (F.

communaule), fr. L. communitdtem, ace. of com-
munilds, 'fellowship', fr. communis, 'common'.
See common, adj., and -ity.

Derivative: communit-arian, n.

communize, tr. v. — Formed with suff. -ize fr. L.

communis. See common, adj.

commutable, adj. — L. commUtdbilis, 'subject to
change, changeable', fr. commutdre. See com-
mute and -able.

Derivatives: commutabil-ity, n,, commutable-
ness, n.

commutation, n. — F., fr. L. commUtdtidnem, ace.

of commutdtio, 'a changing', fr. commutdtus, pp.
of commutdre. See commute and -ation.

commutative, adj. — ML. commutdtivus, fr. L.

commutdtus, pp. of commutdre. See commute
and -ive.

Derivative: commutative-ly, adv.

commutator, n. — ModL., fr. L. commUtdtus, pp.
of commutdre. See next word and -ator.

commute, tr. v., to exchange. — L. commutdre.
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'to change entirely', fr. com- and mutdre, 'to

change'. See mutable.

Derivative: commut-er, n.

comose, adj., hairy. — L. comdsus, 'hairy', fr.

coma, 'hair'. See coma, 'tuft of hair', and adj.

suff. -ose.

compact, adj., 1) packed together; 2) close, firm.— L. compactus, pp. of compingere, 'to fasten

together, to unite', fr. com- and pangere, 'to

fasten, fix'. See pact and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: compact, v. (q.v.), compact-ly, adv.,

compact-ness, n.

compact, tr. v., to pack together.— L. compactus,

pp. of compingere. See compact, adj.

Derivatives : compacted, adj . (q. v.), compact-er, n.

compact, n., an agreement; a covenant. — L.

compactum, 'agreement', prop. neut. pp. of
compacisci, 'to make an agreement, form a
compact', from com- and pacisci, 'to make a
contract or agreement', which is rel. to pax, gen.

pdcis, 'peace'. See pact and cp. compact, adj.

compacted, adj., compact. — Prop. pp. of com-
pact, 'to pack together'.

Derivatives: compacted-ly, adv., compacted-
ness, n.

compages, n., a complex structure. — L. com-
pdges, 'a joining together, connection, struc-

ture', fr. com- and L-E. base *pdg-, 'to join to-

gether, fasten'. See pact and cp. compact, adj.

and n.

compaginate, tr. v., to join together. — L. com-
pdgindtus, pp. of compdgindre, 'to join together',

fr. compdgd, gen. compdginis, 'a joining together',

which is rel. to compages. See compages and
verbal suff. -ate.

compagination, n. — Late L. compdgindtio, gen.

-ionis, fr. L. compdgindtus, pp. of compdgindre.

See prec. word and -ion.

companion, n., an associate. — OF. compagnon,
fr. VL. compdnidnem, ace. of compdnio, lit., 'one

who eats his bread with . .
.', fr. com- and pdnis,

'bread'. See pantry and cp. company, accompany.
Derivatives: com/jon/o/j, v., companion-able, adj.,

companion-able-ness, n., companion-ahl-y, adv.

company, n. — OF. compagnie, fr. VL. compdnia,
lit. 'a group eating bread together', fr. com- and
L. pdnis. See prec. word.

comparable, adj. — F., fr. L. compardbilis, fr.

compardre. See compare and -able.

Derivatives: comparabil-ity, n., comparable-

ness, n., comparabl-y, adv.

comparative, adj. — L. compardtivus, 'pertaining

to comparison', fr. compardtus, pp. of compa-
rdre, "to compare'. See next word and -ative.

Derivatives: comparative-ly, a.dy.,comparative-

ness, n.

compare, tr. and intr. v. — F. comparer, fr. L.

compardre, 'to compare', fr. com- and pardre,

'to make equal'. See pair and words there re-

ferred to and cp. compeer. Cp. also comprador.
Derivatives: compare, n., compar-er, n.
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comparison, n. — OF. (= F.) comparaison, fr. L.

compardtionem, ace. of compardtio, 'compari-

son', fr. compardtus, pp. of compardre. See

prec. word and -ison.

compart, tr. v., to divide into parts. — L. com-

partiri, 'to divide, share with somebody', fr.

com- and L. partlre, partiri, 'to divide'. See

part, V.

compartment, n. — F. compartiment, fr. It. com-

partimento, fr. compartire, 'to divide', fr. com-

znd partire, fr. L. partire, partiri. See prec. word
and -ment.

compass, n. — F. compas, back formation fr.

compasser, 'to measure', fr. VL. *compassdre

(whence also It. compassare, Sp. compasar), 'to

measure off', lit. 'to measure by steps', fr. L.

passus, 'step'. See pace and cp. the second ele-

ment in gyrocompass.

compass, tr. v. — F. compasser, 'to measure'. See

compass, n.

Derivatives: compass-able, adj., compass-er, n.,

compass-ing, adj.

compassion, n.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.) compassion,

fr. Eccles. L. compassidnem, ace. of compassid,

'fellow suffering, fellow feeling', fr. Late L. com-

passus, pp. of compatJ, 'to suffer with one, to feel

pity', fr. com- and L. pati, 'to suffer'. See passion.

Derivatives: compassion-ate, adj. and tr. v., com-

passion-ate-ly, adv., compassion-ate-ness, n.

compatibility, n. — F. compatibilite, fr. compa-

tible. See next word and -ity.

compatible, adj. — F., fr. ML. compatibilis, fr.

Late L. compati. See compassion and -ible.

Derivatives: compatible-ness, n., compatibl-y,

adv.

compatriot, n. — F. compalriote, fr. Late L. com-

patriota, fr. com- and Late L. patridta, 'country-

man, patriot'. See patriot.

compeer, n. — ME. camper, fr. F. compair, fr. L.

compdr, 'equal to another', fr. com- and pdr,

'equal'. See peer.

compel, tr. v. — OF. compeller, fr. L. compellere,

'to drive together, compel', fr. com- and pellere,

'to drive'. See pulse, 'throb', and cp. appeal and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: compell-able, adj., compellation

(q.v.), compell-ative, adj., compell-ent, adj., com-

pell-er, n., compell-ing,&di.,com-pell-ing-ly,ad\.

compellation, n., i) a calling upon by name; 2)

appellation. — L. compelldlio, gen. -dnis, 'an

accosting, addressing', fr. compelldre, 'to ac-

cost, address', which is rel. to compellere, 'to

drive together'; see prec. word and -ation. For
change of conjugation cp. appelldre, 'to call',

interpelldre, 'to interrupt by speaking', both rel.

to pellere, 'to drive'. For the cause of this change

see appeal.

compendious, adj., concise. — AF., correspond-

ing to F. compendieux (fern, compendieuse),

fr. Late L. compendidsus, 'abridged, short, brief,

compendious', fr. compendium. See next word
and -4NIS.

Derivatives: compendious-ly, adv., compendious-

ness, n.

compendium, n., a concise summary. — L., lit.

'that which is weighed together', fr. com- and

pendere, 'to weigh'. See pendant.

compensable, adj. — F., fr. compenser, 'to com-

pensate'. See next word and -able.

compensate, tr. and intr. v. — L. compensdtus,

pp. of compensdre, 'to weigh together, weigh

one thing against another, balarice against,

compensate', fr. com- and pensdre, freq. of pen-

dere, 'to weigh'. See pendant and cp. pensive.

Cp. also recompense.

Derivatives: compensat-ing, adj., compensat-ing-

ly, adv., compensation (q.v.), compensat-ive, adj.,

compensat-or, n., compensat-ory , adj.

compensation, n. — L. compensdtid, gen. -onis,

'a weighing one thing against another, a bal-

ancing', fr. compensdtus, pp. of compensdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: compensation-al, adj.

compete, intr. v., i) to contend; 2) to rival. —
F. competer, fr. L. competere, 'to strive together

after something, coincide, agree, be suitable',

fr. com- and petere, 'to fall upon, rush at, attack,

assail; to seek, ask, request'. See petition and

cp. compitum.

competence, competency, n. — F. competence, fr.

L. competentia, 'agreement', fr. competens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

competent, adj., i) fit, suitable; 2) sufficient; 3) le-

gally qualified. — F. competent, fr. L. compe-

tentem, ace. of competens, pres. part, of com-

petere. See compete and -ent.

Derivative : competent-ty, adv.

competent, n., a candidate for baptism (eccles.

hist.) — Eccles. L. competens, 'a candidate for

baptism', prop. pres. part, of L. competere. See

prec. word.

competition, n. — Late L. competitio, gen. -onis,

'agreement', fr. L. competitus, pp. of competere.

See compete and -ition.

competitive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

competitus, pp. of competere. See compete.

Derivatives: competitive-ly, adv., competitive-

ness, n.

competitor, n.— Either fr. MF. ( = F.) competiteur,

or directly fr. L. competitor, fr. competitus, pp. of

competere. See compete and agential suff. -or.

compilation, n. — F., fr. L. compildlidnem, ace.

of compildtid, 'a gathering together'. See next

word and -ation.

compile, tr. v., to put together; to collect. — F.

compiler, fr. L. compildre, 'to gather together,

pillage, plunder, rob, steal, snatch together and

carry off', prob. meaning orig. 'to press to-

gether', and formed fr. com- and pildre, 'to

press', compress', fr.piVa, 'pillar'. See pillar and

cp. oppilate. Derivative: compil-er, n.

compital, adj., pertaining to crossroads. — L.

compitdlis, fr. compitum. See next word and adj.

suff. -al.



compitum

compitum, n., crossroads {Roman antiq.)— L., for

*competom, lit. 'a place where several roads
meet', fr. competere, 'to strive together, come
together, meet'. See compete.

complacence, complacency, n., i) satisfaction;

self-satisfaction; 2) complaisance. — ML. com-
placentia, fr. L. complacens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -ce and cp. complaisance.

complacent, adj
. , i ) satisfied ; self-satisfied ; 2) com-

plaisant. — L. complacens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of complacere, 'to be very pleasing', fr.

com- and placere, 'to please'. See please and
-ent and cp. placate, placet.

Derivative : complacent-ly, adv.

complain, intr. v. — F. complaign-, stem of com-
plaindre, fr. Late L. complangere, 'to bewail',

fr. com- and L. plangere, 'to strike, to beat the

breast' (as a sign of grief), 'to lament'. See plaint.

complainant, n., complainer. — F. complaignant,

pres. part, of complaindre. See prec. word.

complaint, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) complainte,

prop. fem. pp. of complaindre, used as a noun.
See complain.

complaisance, n., disposition to oblige, politeness.

— F. complaisanc?, fr. ML. complacentia. See

complacence.

complaisant, adj., obliging, polite. — P., pres.

part, of complaire, 'to please', fr. L. complacere.

See complacent and -ant.

Derivatives: complaisant-ly, adv., complaisant-

ness, n.

complement, n. — L. complementum, 'that which
fills up or completes', fr. complere, 'to fill up,

complete'. See complete, v., and cp. compliment.

Derivatives: complement, tr. v., complement-al,

adj., complement-al-ly, adv., complement-ary,

adj. and n., complement-ation, n.

complete, adj. — L. completus, pp. of com-
plere, 'to fill up', fr. com- and plere, 'to fill'. See
full and cp. plenum. Cp. also complin, accom-
plish.

Derivatives: compkte-ly, adv., complete-ness, n.

complete, tr. v. — L. completus, pp. of complere.

See prec. word.

completion, n. — Late L. completio, gen. -onis,

'a filling up, fulfilment', fr. L. completus, pp. of

complere. See complete and -ion.

completive, adj. — Late L. completivus, 'serving

for filling up', fr. L. completus, pp. of complere.

See complete and -ive.

complex, adj. — L. complexus, pp. of complecti,

'to fold together, surround, encircle, embrace;
to comprehend, understand; to comprise, in-

clude', fr. com- and plectere, 'to plait, braid,

intertwine', fr. I.-E. base *plek-, 'to plait, twist',

whence akoplicare (fr. earlier *plecdre), 'to fold'.

See ply, 'to bend', and cp. words there refer-

red to.

Derivatives: complex, n. (q.v.), complex, tr. v.,

complexi-fy, tr. v., complexi-fic-alion, n., com-
plex-ity, n., complex-ly, adv., complex-ness', n.

complex, n. — L. complexus, 'a surrounding, en-
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circling, embracing', fr. complexus, pp. of com-
plecti; see prec. word. As a psychological term
the noun complex (G. Komplex) was coined by
Neisser in 1906 and popularized by Freud and
Jung

complexion, n.— OF. (= F.), fr. L. complexionem,

ace. of complexio, 'combination, association,

cormection', fr. complexus, pp. of complecti.

See complex, adj., and -ion.

Derivatives: complexion, tr. v., complexion-al,

adj., complexion-al-ly, adv., complexion-ary,

adj., complexion-ed, adj., complexion-ist , n.

compliance, n. — Formed fr. comply with suff.

-ance.

compliancy, n. — Formed fr. comply with suff.

-ancy.

compliant, adj. and n. — Formed fr. comply with

suif. -ant.

Derivative: compliant-ly, adv.

complicacy, n. — Formed fr. complicate with

suff". -cy.

complicant, adj., overlapping (said of the elytra

of some beetles) (entomol.) — L. complicdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of complicdre, 'to fold

together'. See next word and -ant.

complicate, tr. v. — L. complicdtus, pp. of com-
plicdre, 'to fold together', fr. com- and plicdre,

'to fold'. See ply, 'to bend', and verbal suff. -ate

and cp. plicate.

Derivatives: complicat-ed, adj., complicat-ed-ly,

adv., complicat-ed-ness, n., complicat-ive, adj.

complication, n. — L. complicdtio, gen. -onis, 'a

folding together', fr. complicdre. See prec. word
and -ion.

complice, n.,an accomplice (archaic). — F.,fr.L.

complicem, ace. of complex, 'closely connected

with somebody, confederate', fr. com- and base

oiplectere, 'to plait, braid, intertwine'. See com-
plex and cp. accomplice. Cp. also next word.

complicity, n., i) partnership in crime; 2) com-
plexity.— F. complicite, fr. VL. *complicitdtem,

ace. of *complicitds, fr. L. complex, gen. -plicis,

'closely connected with somebody, confederate'.

See complex and -ity.

compliment, n. — F., fr. earlier Sp. complimiento

(now cumplimientd), fr. complir (now cumplir),

'to fulfil, perform, accomphsh', fr. VL. *com-
plire, which corresponds to L. complere, 'to fill

up, complete'. See complement.

Derivatives; compliment-ary, adj. and n., com-
pliment-ation, n., compUment-ative, adj., com-
pliment-er, n.

compliment, tr. v. — F. complimenter, fr. com-
pliment. See compliment, n.

complin, compline, n., the last of the seven canon-
ical hours (eccles.) — ME. compile, fr. OF.
compile (F. complies, pi.), fr. Eccles. L. com-

pleta hora, lit. 'the completed hour', used in the

sense 'hour of the completion of the service'

;

see complete, adj. OF. compile was influenced in

form by OF. complir, 'to accomplish, end,

complete', fr. VL. *compUre (see compliment, n.)

£
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The ending -in in complin is prob. due to the

influence of matin(s).

complot, n., a conspiracy. — F., fr. OF. cotn-

plote, back formation fr. compeloter, comploter,

'to roll into a ball', fr. com- and pelote, 'a ball'.

See pellet and cp. plot, 'conspiracy'.

complot, tr. and intr. v., to conspire. — F. com-

ploter, fr. complot. See prec. word.

compluvium, n., an open space over the atrium

of a Roman house through which the rain flew

into the impluvium {Roman antiq!) — L., fr.

compluere, 'to flow together', fr. com- andpluere,

'to rain'. See pluvial and cp. impluvium.

comply, intr. v. — It. complire, fr. VL. *compllre,

which corresponds to L. complere, 'to fill up,

complete'. See complete and cp. compliment,

compo, n., a term applied to mortar, plaster, etc.

— Short for composition.

Derivative: compo, intr. and tr. v.

component, adj. and n. — L. componens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of componere,^ to put together'.

See compound, v., and -ent and cp. deponent,

exponent, opponent,

comport, tr. v., to conduct (oneself); intr. v., to

agree (with). — F. comporter, 'to permit, admit

of, allow', se comporter, 'to behave, demean one-

self', fr. L. comportdre, 'to carry or bring to-

gether', fr, com- and portdre, 'to bear, carry'.

See port, 'to carry'.

comportment, n. — F. comportement, fr. com-

porter. See prec. word and -ment.

compose, tr. and intr. v., to place.— F. composer,

fr. L. componere (pp. compositus), 'to put to-

gether', which was Gallicized after F. poser, 'to

put, place'. See compound, v., and cp. dispose,

impose, oppose, superpose, suppose, transpose.

See also pose, 'to place'.

Derivatives: compos-ed, adj., compos-ed-ly, adv.,

compos-ed-ness, n., compos-er, n., compos-ing,

adj.

Compositae, n. pi., a very large natural group of

plants. — ModL., prop. fem. pi. of L. com-

positus, 'put together', pp. of componere. See

next word.

composite, adj. — L. compositus, pp. of compo-

nere, 'to put together', fr. com- and ponere, 'to

put, place'. See position and adj. suff". -ite and.

cp. component, compost, decomposite.

Derivatives: composite, n. and tr. v.

composition, n. — F., fr. L. compositidnem, ace.

of compositid, 'a putting together', fr. compo-

situs, pp. of componere. See prec. word and

-ition and cp. decomposition.

Derivative: composition-al, adj.

compositive, adj. — Late L. compositivus, fr. L.

compositus, pp. of componere. See composite and

-ive.

Derivative : compositive-ly, adv.

compositor, n. — L., 'one who puts together, or-

ders, arranges', fr. compositus, pp. o{ componere.

See composite and agential suff. -or.

Derivative: compositor-ial, adj.

compress

compos mentis, of sound mind, sane {law). — L.,

lit. 'having power over the mind', fr. compos,

gen. compotis, 'having power over a thing', and
mens, gen. mentis, 'mind'. L. compos is formed

fr. com- and *pot-, the stem oipotis, 'powerful'.

See potent. For the second word see mental,

'pertaining to the mind'.

compost, n., i) a composition, mixture; 2) ferti-

lizing mixture of leaves, etc. — OF. composte,

fr. VL. *composita, prop. fem. pp. of L. com-

ponere. See composite and cp. compote.

Derivative : compost, tr. v.

composure, n., calmness. — Formed fr. compose

with suff. -ure.

compotation, n., a drinking together. — L. com-

pdtdtid, gen. -onis, fr. com- and potdtid, 'a drink-

ing'. See potation,

compote, n., stewed fruit. — F., 'stewed fruit,

compote', fr. OF. composte, fr. VL. *composita,

prop. fem. pp. of L. componere. See compose and

cp. compost.

compound, tr. and intr. v. — ME. compounen, 'to

mix', fr. OF. componre, compondre, fr. L. com-

ponere, 'to put together', fr. com- and ponere,

'to put, place, set, lay'. See position and cp. com-

posite. For the d in compound, which is excres-

cent, see expound.

Derivative: compound-er,n.

compound, adj. — ME. compouned, pp. of com-

pounen. See compound, v.

Derivative: compound, n.

compound, n., an enclosure surrounding an An-

glo-Indian house. — Malay kampong, lit. 'a

walled place'.

comprador, n., a native agent employed by a

foreign bank or office in China or Japan. —
Port., 'buyer', fr. Late L. comparator, 'pur-

chaser, buyer', fr. L. compardtus, pp. of com-

pardre, 'to prepare, procure, purchase' (whence

also Rum. cumpdrd, 'to buy'), fr. com- and

pardre, 'to prepare'. See compare,

comprehend, tr. v. — L. comprehendere, 'to seize,

grasp, perceive', fr. com- and prehendere, 'to

seize'. See prehensile and cp. comprise,

comprehensible, adj. — L. comprehensibilis, 'that

can be seized', fr. comprehensus, pp. of compre-

hendere, 'to seize'. See comprehend and -ible.

Derivatives: comprehensibil-ity, n., comprehen-

sible-ness, n., comprehensibl-y, adv.

comprehension, n. — F. comprehension, fr. L.

comprehensionem, ace. of comprehensio, 'per-

ception, idea, comprehension', fr. comprehensus,

pp. of comprehendere; see comprehend and -ion.

Comprehensio was introduced into Latin by

Cicero, as a loan translation of Gk. xaxaXrjijjK;,

a Stoic term meaning 'perception'.

comprehensive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr.

L. comprehensus, pp. of comprehendere. See

comprehend and -ive.

Derivatives: comprehensive-ly, adv., comprehen-

sive-ness, n.

compress, tr. v. — ME., fr. OF. compresser, fr.



L. compressare, freq. of comprimere (pp. com-
pressus), 'to press together', fr. com- and pre-
mere, 'to press'. See press, v.

Derivatives: compress-ed, adj., compress-ible,
adj., compress-ihil-ity, n., compress-ible-ness, n.,

compress-ibl-y, adv., compress-ing-ly, adv., com-
press-ive, adj., compress-ive-Iy, adv.

compress, n. — F. compresse, fr. OF. compresser.
See compress, v.

compression, n. — F., fr. L. compressionem, ace.

of compressio, 'a pressing together', fr. compres-
sus, pp. of comprimere. See compress, v., and
-ion.

compressor, n. — L. compressor, 'one who com-
presses', fr. compressus, pp. of comprimere. See
compress, v., and agential suff. -or.

comprise, comprize, tr. v. — F. compris, pp. of
comprendre, fr. L. comprehendere . See com-
prehend.

compromise, n. — F. compromis, fr. L. compro-
missum, 'a mutual promise to abide by the award
of an arbiter', prop. neut. of promissus, pp. of
promirtere, 'to promise'. See promise.

Derivative: compromise, tr. and intr. v.

compromit, tr. v. — L. compromittere. See prec.

word.

Compsognathus, n., a genus of small dinosaurs
(palconlol.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.
y.oyL']i6q, 'refined, elegant', and yvix&oq, 'jaw'.

The first element prob. stands for *kwonq"'-m-
os and is cogn. with Lith. sviinkus, 'fine'. For
the second element see gnathic.

Comptonia, n., a genus of shrubs (hot.)— ModL.,
named after the English prelate Henry Campion
(1632-1713). For the ending see suff. -ia.

comptroller, n., controller. — Erroneous spelling

of controller (q.v.), due to a folk-etymological

association of the first element of this word with
F. comple, 'account' (see coum, 'to reckon').

compulsion, n., i) a compelling; 2) force. — F.,

fr. L. compuhionem, ace. of compulsio, 'a driv-

ing, urging, compulsion", fr. compuhus, pp. of
compellere. See compel and -ion.

compulsive, adj., compelling; implying compul-
sion. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. compuhus,
pp. of compellere. See prec. word.
Derivatives: compulsive-ly, adv., compulsive-

ness, n.

compulsory, adj., i) compelled; 2) compelling. —
ML. compiilsorius, fr. L. compulsus, pp. oi com-
pellere. See compel and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivative : compulsor-ity, adv.

compunction, n., remorse. — ME., fr. OF. com-
punction (?. componclion), fr. L. compunctionem,
ace. of compfmctio, 'puncture', in Eccles. L.

'sting of conscience', fr. compHnctus, pp. of com-
pungere, 'to prick, sting', which is formed fr.

com- and pungere, 'to prick, pierce, sting'. See
pungent,

compunctious, adj., causing compunction. — See
prec. word and -ous.

Derivative: compunclious-ly, adv.

Sib

compurgation, n. (legal hist.), the clearing of a
man from a charge by the oaths of a certain

number of others (called compurgators); vin-

dication. — Late L. compHrgatio, gen. -onis, 'a

complete purification', fr. L. compurgatus, pp.
of compurgare, 'to purify wholly', fr. com- and
purgdre, 'to purify'. See purge and -ation.

compurgator, n. {legal hist.), a witness who took
an oath to clear a person from a charge. —
ML., fr. L. compurgatus, pp. oi compurgare . See
prec. word and agential suff. -or.

Derivatives: compurgator-ial, adj., compurgator-

y, adj.

computable, adj. — L. computdbilis, fr. compu-
tdre. See compute and -able.

Derivatives
: computabil-ity, n.,computabl-y, adv.

computation, n. — L. computdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

computdtus, pp. of computdre. See compute and
-ation.

Derivative: computation-al, adj.

computative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

computdtus, pp. of computdre. See next word.
Derivative: computative-ness, n.

compute, tr. and intr. v., to reckon. — L. com-
putdre, 'to sum up, reckon', fr. com- and putdre,
'to think'. See putative and cp. the verb count,

which is a doublet of compute. Cp. also conte,
conto.

Derivatives: compute, n., comput-er, n., com-
put-ist, n.

computus, n., a computation. — Late L., fr. L.

computdre. See compute and cp. count, 'the act

of reckoning'.

comrade, n. — F. camarade, fr. Sp. camarado,
'chamber fellow', orig. 'a company belonging
to one chamber', fr. L. camera, 'vault, arch'.

See camera.

Derivatives: comrade-ly, adj., comrad-ery, com-
rade-ship, n.

Comtism, n., positivism. — Lit. 'the doctrine of
the French philosopher Auguste Comte (1798-

1857). For the ending see suff. -ism.

Comtist, n., a positivist; adj., of positivism.— See
prec. word and -ist.

Comus, n., the god of joy and revelry in Greek
mythology. —L., fr. Gk. Kwi^o;, fr. x<o[xo:;, 're-

vel'. See comic,

con, tr. v., peruse; to commit to memory. — The
orig. meaning was 'to know', fr. earlier cun, fr.

ME. cunnen, 'to try, test', fr. OE. cunnian, 'to

try, test, explore, experience', lit. 'to try to
know', rel. to OE. cunnan, 'to know', and in

gradational relationship to the auxiliary verb
can. Cp. Conner (in both senses), cunning,

con {naut.) — A var. spelling of conn,

con, adv., against.— Short for L. contra, 'against'.

See contra.

Derivative: con, n., vote against.

con-, pref. meaning 'with, together'. — A form
of com-, used before all consonants except b,

p, I, m, r.

con-, combining form. — See cono-.

i
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conacre, n., formerly in Ireland, small portions of

a farm sublet to a tenant. — For corn acre.

conarium, n., the pineal gland (anat.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. xwvapiov, a dimin. coined by Galen fr.

Koivoi;, 'pine cone'. See cone.

conation, n., the faculty of making an effort. —
L. cdndtid, 'an endeavoring, effort', fr. cdndtus,

pp. of cdndri, 'to endeavor, attempt, try', from

the intensive stem of the base seen in Gk. xove tv,

rendered in Hesychius by kTzei-^sc^oii, Ivep-

YEiv ('to work, be active'), fr. Greco-L. base

*ken-, 'to toil, strive, exert oneself. From the

same base are Gk. a-xovlxi, 'without effort', i-{-

xovEiv, 'to be quick and active, to hasten', and

Sia.-y.owc., 'a waiting man, servant'. See deacon

and cp. words there referred to.

conative, adj., tending to conation. — Formed

with suff. -ive fr. L. cdndtus, pp. of cdndri. See

prec. word.

conatus, n., conation, tendency. — L., fr. cdnd-

tus, pp. of cdndri. See conation.

concamerated, adj., divided into chambers (zool.)

— Formed with suff. -ed fr. L. concamerdtus,

pp. of concamerdre, 'to vault over', fr. con- and

camera, 'vault, arch'. See camera.

concameration, n., a vaulting ; chamber.— L. con-

camerdtid, gen. -onis, fr. concamerdtus, pp. of

concamerdre. See prec. word and -ion.

concatenate, tr. v., to link together. — Late L.

concatendtus, pp. of concatendre, 'to link to-

gether', fr. con- and L. catena, 'chain'. See catena

and verbal suff. -ate.

concatenate, adj., linked together. — Late L. con-

catendtus, pp. o{ concatendre. Sec concatenate, v.

concatenation, n., a linking together; chain, se-

quence. — Late L. concatendtid, gen. -onis, 'a

linking together, connecting', fr. concatendtus,

pp. of concatendre. See concatenate, v., and -ion.

concave, adj. — L. concavus, 'hollow, arched,

vaulted, curved', fr. con- and cavus, 'hollow'.

See cave, n.

Derivatives: concave, tr. v., concave-ly, adv.,

concave-ness, n., concav-er, n.

concavity, n. — F. concavite, fr. Late L. con-

cavitdtem, ace. of concavitds, 'a hoUow', fr. L.

concavus. See prec. word and -ity.

conceal, tr. v. — OF. conceler, fr. L. conceldre,

'to conceal', fr. con- and celdre, 'to hide', fr.

L-E. base *kel-, 'to hide, conceal', whence also

L. occulere, 'to cover up, conceal', L. cella,

'storeroom, granary'. See cell and words there

referred to and cp. esp. occult.

Derivatives, conceal-ed, adj., conceal-ed-ly, adv.,

conceal-ed-ness, n.

concealment, n. — OF. concetement, fr. conceler.

See prec. word and -ment.

concede, tr. v.— F. conceder, fr. L. concedere, 'to

go away, give way, yield, submit', fr. con- and

cedere, 'to go away, yield, withdraw'. See cede.

Derivatives: conced-ed, adj., conced-ed-ly, adv.,

conced-er, n.

conceit, n. — ME. conceipt, conceit, conseit.

formed fr. conceive on: analogy of deceit (fr. de-

ceive), and receipt (fr. receive). Cp. concept.

Derivatives: conceit, tr. v., conceit-ed, adj., con-

ceit-ed-ly, adv., conceit-ed-ness, n.

conceive, tr. and intr. v. — ME. conceven, con-

ceiven, fr. OF. conceivre, concevre, conceveir (F.

concevoir), fr. L. concipere (pp. conceptus), 'to

take hold of, take, conceive, understand', fr.

con- and capere, 'to catch, seize, take, hold'. See

captive and cp. conceipt, concept, conception. For

the change of Latin a (in capere) to I (in con-

cipere) see abigeat and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: conceiv-able, adj., conceiv-abil-ity,

n., conceiv-able-ness, n., conceiv-abl-y, adv.

concent, n., harmony (obsol.) — L. concentus,

'symphony, harmony', fr. concinere, 'to sing

together', fr. con- and canere, 'to sing'. See cant,

'slang of beggars' and cp. concert, n. For the

change of Latin a (in canere) to e (in con-centus)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

concenter, concentre, v., to concentrate. — F.

concentrer, fr. con- and L. centrum, 'center'. See

center and cp. next word.

concentrate, tr. and intr. v. — Formed with suff.

-ate fr. con- and L. centrum. See prec. word.

Derivatives: concenlrat-ed, adj., concentrat-ion,

n., concentrat-ive, adj., concentrat-ive-ness, n.,

concentrat-or, n.

concentric, concentrical, adj. — ML. concentricus

(whence also F. concentrique). See concentrate

and -ic, resp. also -aL

Derivatives: concentrical-ly, adv., concentric-

ity, n.

concept, n. — L. conceptus, 'a collecting, gather-

ing, conceiving', fr. conceptus, pp. of concipere,

fr. con- and capere (pp. captus), 'to catch, seize,

take, hold'. See conceive and cp. accept, except,

incept, intercept, percept, precept, recept ; cp. also

conceit, concetto. For the change of Latin d (in

cdptus) to e (in con-c^ptus) see accent and cp.

words there referred to.

conception, n. — F., fr. L. conceptidnem, ace. of

conceptio, 'a comprehending; conception', fr.

conceptus, pp. of concipere. See conceive and

-tion and cp. prec. word. Cp. also contraception,

conceptive, adj. — L. conceptivus, 'that which is

conceived', fr. conceptus, pp. of concipere. See

concept and -ive.

conceptual, adj., pertaining to conception or con-

cepts. — ML. conceptudlis, fr. L. conceptus, 'a

collecting, gathering, conceiving'. See concept

conceptualism, n., the doctrine that universals

exist as realities only in the mind {philos.) —
A hybrid coined fr. prec. word and -ism, a suff.

of Greek origin.

conceptualist, n., a believer in conceptualism {phi-

los.) — A hybrid coined fr. ML. conceptudlis

(see conceptual) and -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

Derivative: conceptualist-ic, adj.

coocem, tr. v. — F. concerner, fr. ML. concer-

nere, 'to have regard to', fr. Late L. concernere.
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'to mix together in, or as in, a sieve', fr. con- and
L. cernere, 'to sift, distinguish, discern, under-

stand, decide', which is rel. to certus, 'deter-

mined, resolved, sure, certain'. See certain and
cp. decern, discern, secern.

Derivatives: concern, n., concern-ed, adj., con-

cern-ed-ly, adv., concern-ed-ness, n., concern-ing,

adj., n. and prep., concern-ing-ly. adv., concern-

ing-ness, n., concern-ment, n.

concert, n. — F., fr. It. concerto. Most lexico-

graphers derive this word fr. L. concertare, 'to

dispute, contend'. This etymology cannot be ac-

cepted because of the great discrepancy in mean-
ing. The origin of It. concerto and concertare

must be sought in another Latin word. It. con-

certare prob. comes fr. L. concentdre, 'to sing

together' (whence concentus, 'symphony, har-

mony, harmonious music, concert'), fr. con- and
cantare, 'to sing'. See cant, 'slang of beggars',

and cp. concent. For the change of Latin a (in

cantare) to e (in con-c^ntdre) see accent. For the

change of -nt- to -r/-, which is due to dissi-

milation, cp. L. carmen, 'song', dissimilated fr.

*cannicn (fr. canere,' to sing'), and germen, 'bud,

sprout', dissimilated fr. *gen-men (see charm and
germ).

concert, tr. v. — F. concerter, fr. It. concertare.

See concert, n., and cp. disconcert.

Derivatives: coiiccrl-cd, adj., conccrt-cd-ly, adv.

concertina, n., a small musical instrument. — It.,

coined fr, concerto (sec concert, n.) and dimin.

sufT. -iiui.

concession, n. — P., fr. L. concessioncm, ace. of
conccssio, 'an allowing, conceding', fr. conces-

siis, pp. of concedere. See concede and -ion.

Derivatives: conccssion-al, adj., concession-ary,

adj. and n., concession-isr, n.

concessionaire, n., a person to whom a concession

has been granted. — F. conccssionnaire, lit. 'a

person to whom concession is made'. See con-

cession and -ary, the equivalent of F, -aire.

concessive, adj. — Late L, concessions, fr, L. con-

ccssiis. pp. of concedere. See concede and -ive

and cp. concession.

Derivatives: concessire-ly, adv., concessive-

ness, n.

concettism, n., the use of fanciful expressions. —
A hybrid coined fr. concetto and -ism, a suff. of
Greek origin.

concetto, n., a fanciful expression; conceit. —
It,, fr, L, concepHim, neut, of conceptiis, pp. of

concipere, 'to gather, collect, conceive'. See

concept.

conch, n,, a spiral shell, — Fr. L. concha, 'mussel,

shell', fr. Gk. xov/r,, which is cogn, with OI.

sankhdh. Cp. congius. Cp. also cochlea, cockle,

'mollusk', conk, coquille, coquina.

Der; iiives: conch-ed, adj,, conch-er, n.

conch . '1., the outer part of the ear. — L. concha,

'shc- See prec. uord.

conch- reus, adj.. shell-bearing. — Compounded
of c.i.:.ha and -ferous.

conchiform, adj., shell-shaped. — Compounded
of L. concha, 'shell', and forma, 'form, shape'.

See concha and form, n.

conchoid, n., a curve of the fourth degree, in-

vented by Nicomedes(^eoOT.)—Gk. xoyxoeiSy)?,

'mussel-like', fr. xoyx^, 'mussel', and -osiSt);,

'like'. See conch and -oid.

Derivative: conchoid-al, adj.

conchology, n., the study of shells.—Compound-
ed of Gk. xoYX^, 'shell', and -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See conch and -logy.

Derivatives: concholog-ic-al, adj., concholog-

ist, n.

concierge, n., i) a doorkeeper, janitor; 2) care-

taker of an apartment house, etc. — F., 'door-

keeper, headporter', orig. 'guardian', fr. VL.
*conservius, fr. L. conservus, 'fellow servant', fr.

con- and servus, 'servant'; influenced in form
by L. serviens, pres. part, of servire, 'to serve'.

See serve.

conciliar, adj., pertaining to a council.— Formed
with suff. -ar fr. L. concilium, 'a calling together,

meeting'. See council.

conciliate, tr. v., to win over. — L. concilidtus,

pp. of concilidre, 'to bring together, unite', fr.

concilium, 'a calling together, meeting'. See
council and verbal suff. -ate and cp. reconcile.

Derivatives: conciliation (q.v.), conciliat-ive,

adj., conciliator (q.v.), concilial-ory, adj., con-

ciliat-ori-ly, adv.

conciliation, n. — L. concilidtiS, gen. -onis, fr.

concilidtus, pp. of concilidre. See prec. word and
-ion.

conciliator, n. — L. See conciliate and agential

suff. -or.

concinnity, n., harmony. — L. concinnitds, 'skill-

ful joining, harmony', fr, concinnus, 'skillfully

put together', which is of uncertain origin. For
the ending see suff, -ity.

concise, adj, — L, concisus, 'divided, concise', pp.
of concidere, 'to cut to pieces', formed fr. con-

and caedere, 'to cut'. See cement and cp. words
there referred to. For the change of Latin x (in

caedere) to f (in con-cidere) see acquire and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: concise-ly, adv., concise-ness, n.

concision, n. — L. concisid, gen. -onis, 'a separa-

tion into divisions, lit, 'a cutting to pieces', fr.

concisus, pp. ofconcidere. See prec. word and -ion.

conclave, n., i) a private meeting; 2) in the Roman
Catholic Church, the meeting of the cardinals

for the election of the pope; the rooms in which

the cardinals meet for this purpose. — F., lit.

'persons locked up together', fr. L. conclave, 'a

room that may be locked up', fr. con- and
clavis, 'key'. See clavicle.

conclavist, n., either of two persons attending a
cardinal in conclave. — F. conclavisle, fr. It.

conclavista, a hybrid coined fr. L. conclave and
-ista, a suff. representing Gk. -larrfi. See prec.

word and -ist.
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conclude, tr. and intr. v. — L. conclUdere, 'to shut

up together, to end, close', fr. con- and claudere,

'to shut'. See close, adj., and cp. exclude, include,

seclude. For the change of Latin au (in claudere)

to u (in con-cladere) see accuse and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivative: conclud-er, n.

conclusion, n. — F., fr. L. conclHsidnem, ace.

of conclusio, fr. conclusus, pp. of concludere. See

conclude and -ion.

conclusive, adj. — Late L. conclUsivus, fr. L. con-

cliisus, pp. of concludere. See conclude and -ive.

Derivatives: conclusive-ly, adv., conclusive-

ness, n.

concoct, v., to make by combining. — L. con-

coctus, pp. of concoquere, 'to cook together', fr.

con- and coquere, 'to cook'. See cook and cp.

decoct.

Derivatives: concoction (q.v.), concoct-ive, adj.,

concoct-or, n.

concoction, n. — L. concoctio, gen. -onis, fr. con-

coctus, pp. of concoquere. See prec. word and

-ion and cp. decoction.

concolorous, adj., of the same color. — Formed
fr. con-, color and suff. -ous.

concomitance, concomitancy, n, — Late L. con-

comitantia, 'accompaniment', fr. concomitdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of concomitdrl. See next

word and -ce, resp. -cy.

concomitant, adj., accompanying; n., an accom-
panying thing or condition. — Late L. con-

comitdns, gen. -antis, 'accompanying', pres. part,

of concomitdrl, 'to accompany', fr, con- and

comitdrl, 'to accompany', fr. L. comes, gen. comi-

tis, 'companion'. See count, 'title of nobility',

and -ant.

Derivative : concimitant-ly, adv.

concord, n. — F. concorde, fr. L. concordia, 'an

agreeing together, union, harmony', fr. con-

cors, gen. concordis, 'of the same mind', fr. con-

and cors, gen. cordis, 'heart'. Sec cordate and
cp. discord.

concordance, n. — F., fr. Late L. concordantia,

'agreement, harmony', fr. L. concorddns, gen.

-antis, pres, part, of concorddre. See next word
and cp. discordance.

concordant, adj. — L. concorddns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of concorddre, 'to be of the same
mind, agree', fr, concors, gen, concordis, 'of the

same mind". See concord and -ant and cp. dis-

cordant.

Derivative : concordant-ly, adv.

concordat, n., an agreement; esp., an agreement
between the Pope and a government. — F., fr,

ML. concorddtum, prop, subst. use of the neut.

pp. of L. concorddre, 'to be of the same mind'.

See concord.

concourse, n. — F. concours, fr. L. concursus, 'a

running together, concourse, assembly', fr. con-

curs-{um), pp. stem of concurrere, 'to run to-

gether', fr. con- and currere, 'to run'. See course.

concrescence, n., a growing together. — L. con-

crescentia, 'a growing together', fr. concrescere,

'to grow together', fr. con- and crescere, 'to

grow'. See crescent and cp. next word. For the

ending see suff. -ce.

concrete, adj., i) formed into a mass; 2) real. —
L. concretus, 'grown together', pp. of concres-

cere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: concrete, n., concrete, tr. and intr.

v., concretion (q.v.), concret-ive, adj., concret-

ive-ly, adv., concret-or, n.

concretion, n., 1) a solidifying; 2) mass formed by
solidification; 3) a solidified mass. — F. con-

cretion, fr. L. concretionem, ace. of concretio, 'a

growing together', fr. concretus. See prec. word
and -ion.

Derivative: concretion-ary, adj.

concubinage, n. — F. See concubine and -age.

concubinal, adj. — Late L. concubindlis, fr. L.

concubina. See concubine and adj. suff. -al.

concubinary, adj. — ML. concubindrius, fr. L.

concubina. See concubine and adj. suff. -ary.

concubine, n., a woman living with, but not le-

gally married to, a man. — F., fr. L. concubina,

from con- and cuhdre, 'to lie down, recline'. See

cubicle.

concupiscence, n., strong desire; lust. — L. con-

cupiscentia, 'eager desire', fr. concupiscens
,
gen.

-entis, pres. part, of concupiscere . Sec next word
and -ce.

concupiscent, adj., strongly desirous; lustful. —
L. concupiscens, gen, -entis, pres. part, of con-

cupiscere, 'to be very desirous of, covet', fr. con-

and cupiscere, 'to wish, desire', inchoative of

cupere, 'to desire'. See cupid.

concur, intr. v. — L. concurrere, 'to run together',

fr. con- and currere, 'to run". See course.

concurrence, n. — ML. concurrentia, lit. 'a run-

ning together', fr. L. concurrens, gen. -entis. See

next word and -ce.

concurrent, adj, and n, — L. concurrens, gen. -en-

tis, pres, part, of concurrere, 'to run together'.

See concur and -ent.

Derivatives: concurrent-ly, adv., concurrent-

ness, n,

concuss, tr. v., to shake violently. — L. concussus,

pp. of concutere. See next word,

concussion, n,, a violent shaking, an agitation. —
L. concussio, gen. -onis, 'a shaking, concussion",

fr. concussus, pp. of concutere, 'to shake violent-

ly', fr. con- and quatere, 'to shake'. See quash,

'to make void', and -ion and cp. discuss, discus-

sion, percuss, percussion.

Derivative: concussion-al, adj.

concussive, adj., pertaining to concussion, —
Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. concussus, pp. of

concutere. See prec. word.

concutient, adj., meeting with concussion {rare).

— L. concutiens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of con-

cutere. See concussion and -ent.

condemn, tr. v. — L. condemndre, 'to sentence,

doom, blame, disapprove', fr. con- and dam-
nare, 'to condemn'. See damn. For the change
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of Latin a (in damndre) to ^(in con-demndre) see

accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : condemnable, condemnation (qq.v.),

condemn-atory, adj., condemn-ed, adj., condemn-

ing-ly, adv.

condemnable, adj. — L. condemndbilis, fr. con-

demndre. See prec. word and -able.

condemnation, n. — ME., fr. L. condemndtid, gen.

-onis, fr. L. condemndtus, pp. oi condemndre . See

condemn and -ation.

condensation, n. — Late L. condensdtio, gen.

-onis, fr. L. condensdtus, pp. of condensdre. See

next word and -ation.

condense, tr. and intr. v. — L. condensdre, 'to

make very dense, condense', fr. con- and den-

sdre, 'to make dense', fr. densus. See dense.

Derivatives: condens-able, adj., condens-abil-ity,

n., condens-er, n.

condescend, intr. v. — F. condescendre, fr. Late

L. condescendere, fr. con- and L. descendere.

See descend.

Derivatives : condescendence (q.v.), condescend-

ent, n., condescend-er, n., condescend-ing, adj.,

condescend-ing-ly, adv., condescend-ing-ness, n.,

condescension (q.v.)

condescendence, n. — F. condescendance, fr. con-

descendre, fr. Late L. condescendere. See prec.

word and -ence.

condescension, n. — Late L. condescensio, gen.

-on/i, fr. condescens-(um), pp. stem of conde-

scendere. See condescend and -ion and cp. de-

scension.

condign, adj., deserved. — F. condigne, fr. L. co«-

dignus, 'very worthy, wholly deserving', fr. con-

and dignus, 'worthy'. See dignity.

Derivatives: condign-ly, adv., condign-ness, n.

condiment, n., a seasoning. — P., fr. L. condimen-

tum, 'spice, seasoning', fr. condire, 'to preserve,

pickle, spice', rel. to condere, 'to put together,

store up', which is formed fr. con- and I.-E. base

*dhe-, 'to put, place', whence also L. facere, 'to

make, do', OE. don, 'to do, perform, act'. See

do and -ment and cp. incondite.

condition, n. — OF. condicion (F. condition), fr.

L. condicionem, ace. of condicid (erroneously

spelled also conditio), 'agreement, stipulation,

condition', fr. condicere, 'to agree upon', lit. 'to

talk over together', fr. con- and dicere, 'to say,

tell'. See diction.

condition, tr. v. — OF. condicioner (F. condition-

ner), fr. condicion. See condition, n.

Derivative: condition-ed, adj.

conditional, adj. — OF. condicionel (F. condition-

nel), fr. L. condicidndlis, fr. condicid. See con-

dition, n., and adj. sutf. -al.

Derivatives: conditional, n., conditional-ity, n.,

conditional-ly, adv.

condolatory, adj., expressing condolence. —
Formed from the verb condole on analogy of

consolatory.

condole, intr. v. — L. condolere, 'to suffer with

another, to feel another's pain', fr. con- and
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dolere, 'to grieve, suffer'. See dole, 'grief.

condolence, n. — Formed with suff. -ence fr. L.

condolere. See condole.

condominium, n., joint sovereignty. — ModL.,

formed fr. con- and dominium.

condonation, n. — L. condondtio, gen. -onis, 'a

giving away', fr. condondtus, pp. of condondre.

See next word and -ation.

condone, tr. v. — L. condondre, 'to give up, give

away, forgive', fr. con- and dondre, 'to give'.

See donate. Derivative: condon-er, n.

condor, n., a large vulture of the South American

Andes. — Sp., fr. Peruvian kuntur.

condottiere, n., captain of freelancers. — It.,

formed fr. condotto (fr. L. conductus), 'one

hired', pp. of condurre, 'to lead ; to hire', fr. L.

conducere, 'to bring together; to hire' (see next

word), and suff. -iere, a later var. of -iero, fr.

Late L. -erius, corresponding to L. -drius. See

adj. suff. -ary.

conduce, intr. v. — L. conddcere, 'to bring to-

gether', fr. con- and ducere, 'to lead'. See duct

and cp. conduct, conn, n. and v.

Derivatives: conduc-er, n., conduc-ing-ly, adv.,

conduc-ive, adj., conduc-ive-ly, adv., conduc-ive-

ness, n.

conduct, n. — Late L. coWwcrui, 'defense, escort',

fr. L. conductus, pp. of conducere. See prec. word

and cp. conduit.

conduct, tr. and intr. v. — Fr. L. conductus, pp.

of conducere. See conduct, n.

Derivatives: conduct-ible, adj., conduct-ibit-ity,

n., conduction (q.v.), conduct-ive, adj., conduct-

iv-ity, n., conductor (q.v.)

conduction, n. — L. conductid, gen. -onis, fr. con-

ductus, pp. of conducere. See conduce and -tion.

conductor, n. — L., 'one who hires, a farmer', in

Late L., 'a carrier', fr. conductus, pp. of con-

ddcere. See conduct, v., and agential suff. -or.

conduit, n., a pipe for liquids. — F., fr. Late L.

conductus, 'defense, escort; canal, conduit', fr.

L. conductus, pp. of conddcere. Conduit is a

doublet of conduct (q.v.)

conduplicate, adj., folded together lengthwise

along the middle (hot.) — L. conduplicdtus, pp.

of condupUcdre, 'to double', fr. con- and dupli-

cdre. See duplicate.

condyle, n., ball at the end of a bone, forming a

joint with the socket of another bone (armt.) —
F., fr. L. condytus, 'the knuckle of a joint', fr.

Gk. x6vSuXo<;, 'knuckle, knuckle of a joint,

knob', which is of uncertain origin. It is pos-

sibly cogn. with kandukalf, 'ball', kandukam,

'cushion'. Cp. epicondyle.

Derivatives: condyl-oid, adj.

condylion, n., a point at the lateral tip of the con-

dyle of the lower jaw (anat.) — Gk. xov86Xiov,

dimin. of xivSuXo?. See prec. word.

condyloma, n., a wartlike growth, usually near

the anus (med.) — ModL., fr. Gk. KovSuXco(Aa,

'knob, callous lump', fr. xdvSuXoi;. See con-

dyle and -oma.

•fir

«1

331

condylomatous, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous

fr. Gk.>tovStiXco|ia,gen.xovSuXcijiaTOi;. See prec.

word.

cone, n. — F. cone, fr. L. cdnus, fr. Gk. xcovo?,

'pine cone, fir cone, cone; peak', which is cogn.
with OI. sdnah, 'whetstone', L. cos, gen. cdtis,

'whetstone', catus, 'sharp', fr. I.-E. base *kd{i)-,

*lce(i)-, *kHiV. 'sharp, whet; to sharpen, whet',
whence also OE. hdn, 'stone', ON. hein, 'hone'.

See hone and cp. conarium, Conium. Cp. also
cade, 'juniper'.

Derivatives: cone, tr. and intr. v., con-er, n.

coney, n. — See cony.

confab, n. {colloq.) — Abbreviation of con-
fabulation,

confabulate, intr. v., to talk together, to chat. —
L. cdnfdbuldtus, pp. of cdnfdbuldri, 'to converse
together', fr. con- and fdbutdri, 'to speak', fr.

fdbula. See fable.

Derivatives: confabulation (q.v.), confabulal-
ory, adj.

confabulation, n. — Late L. cdnfdbuldtid, gen.

-onis, fr. L. cdnfdbuldtus, pp. of cdnfdbuldri.

See prec. word and -ion.

confect, tr. v., to prepare by mixing (obsol.) — L.

cdnfectus, pp. otconficere, 'to make up together,

prepare, accomplish', fr. con- and facere (pp.
factus), 'to make, do'. See fact and cp. comfit,

confetti, confiture. For the change of Latin d
{in factus) to c"(in cdn-fectus) see accent and cp.

words there referred to.

confection, n. — F., fr. L. cdnfectionem, ace. of
confectio, fr. cdnfectus, pp. of cdnficere. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivatives: confection-ary, adj. and n., confec-
lion-er, n., confection-ery, n.

confederacy, n. — ME. confederacie, fr. OF. con-

federacie, fr. L. cdnfoederatus. See next word
and -cy.

confederate, adj. — L. cdnfoederatus, 'leagued to-

gether', pp. of cdnfoederdre, 'to join by a league',

fr. con- SLndfoederdre, 'to establish by a league', fr.

foedus, gen. foederis, 'league, treaty'. See federal.

Derivatives: confederate, n. and tr. and intr. v.,

confederation (q.v.)

confederation, n. — F. confederation, fr. Late L.

cdnfoederdtionem, ace. of cdnfoederdtio, fr. L.
cdnfoederatus, pp. of cdnfoederdre. See prec.
word and -ion.

confederative, adj. — Coined by Jeremy Bent-
ham (1748- 1 832). See confederate and -ive.

confer, tr. and intr. v. — L. cdnferre, 'to bring
together, collect, bestow upon, give, consult',
fr. con- ^nAferre, 'to bring, bear'. See bear, 'to
carry', and cp. -fer, -ferous, fertile, circum-
ference, defer, differ, infer, offer, prefer, proffer,
refer, suffer, transfer.

Derivatives: confer-ee, n., conference (q.v.),

confer-ment, n., conferr-er, n.

conference, n. — F. conference, fr. ML. cdnferen-
tia, fr. L. conferlns, gen. -entis, pres. part, of
cdnferre. See confer and -«nce.

configure

Conferva, n., a genus of plants {bot.) — L. con-
ferva, 'a kind of water plant', fr. cdnfervere, 'to

boil together', fr. con- and fervere, 'to boil' (see

fervent); so called in allusion to the contracting
power of the plant. See Pliny 27, 69.

confess, tr. and intr. v. — F. confesser, fr. VL.
*cdnfessdre, fr. L. cdnfessus, pp. of cdnfiter'i,

'to confess', fr. con- and fateri (pp. fassus), 'to

confess, own, acknowledge', from the stem of
fdri, 'to speak', whence also fdma, 'report, ru-
mor'. See fame and cp. fate, confiteor. Cp. also

profess. For the change of Latin a (in fassus)
to e (in cdn-fessus) see accent and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives: confessant (q.v.), confess-ed, adj.,

confess-ed-ly, adv., confession (q.v.), confes-
sor (q.v.)

confessant, n., one who makes confession (rare).— F., pres. part, of confesser. See confess
and -ant.

confession, n. — F., fr. L. cdnfessidnem, ace. of
cdnfessid, 'confession, acknowledgement*, fr.

cdnfessus, pp. of confiteri. See confess and -ion.

Derivatives: confession-al, adj. and n., the hy-
brid nouns: confessional-ism, confessional-ist

and confession-ist, confession-ary, adj.

confessor, n. — ME., fr. Eccles. L. confessor, fr.

L. cdnfessus, pp. of confiteri. See confess and
agential suff. -or.

confetti, n. pL, bits of colored paper. — It., pi.

of confetto, 'sweetmeat', fr. L. cdnfectus, pp. of
cdnficere, 'to put together'. See comfit and cp.

confect.

confidant, masc. n.; confidante, fern, n., a con-
fidential friend. — F. confident, fem. confidente,

fr. It. confidente, fr. L. cdnfidentem, ace. of cdn-

fidens, pres. part, of cdnfidere, 'to trust, confide
in something'. See next word and -ant and cp.

confident,

confide, intr. and tr. v. — L. cdnfidere, 'to trust

in something, rely firmly upon, believe', fr. con-
and fidere, 'to trust'. See fidelity.

Derivatives: confid-er, n., confid-ing, adj., con-

fid-ing-ly, adv., confid-ing-ness, n.

confidence, n. — L. cdnfidentia, 'a firm trust in

something; confidence', fr. cdnfidens, gen. -en-

tis, pres. part, of cdnfidere. See prec. word.
Derivatives: confidenti-al, adj., confidenti-al-ity.

n., confidenti-al-ly, adv., confidenti-al-ness, n.,

confidenti-ary, n.

confident, adj. — L. cdnfidens, gen. -entis, 'trust-

ing in something, confident, self-confident', pres.

part, of cdnfidere. See confide and cp. diffident.

Cp. also confidant.

Derivatives: confident, n., confident-ly, adv.

configuration, n. — Late L. cdnfigurdtid, gen.

-onis, fr. cdnfigurdtus, pp. of cdnfigurdre. See
next word and -ation.

configure, tr. v., to shape after some model. —
Late L. cdnfigurdre, 'to form after something',
fr. con- and L. figurdre, 'to fashion, shape', fr.

figiira, 'form, shape'. See figure, n.
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confine, n., usually in the pi., boundary.— F. con-

fins, pi., fr. OF. confines, fr. VL. confines, 'bor-

der, boundary', prop. pi. of the Latin adjective

conflnis, 'bordering on', fr. con- and finis, 'end,

limit, boundary'. See finis,

confine, intr. v., to border on; tr. v., to limit. —
F. confiner, 'to border on', fr. confins, 'confines'.

See confine, n.

Derivatives: confin-ed, adj., confin-ed-ly, adv.,

confin-ed-ness, n., confinement (q.v.), confin-er,

n., confin-ing, adj.

confinement, n. — F., fr. confiner. See confine, v.,

and -ment.

confirm, tr. v. — OF. confermer (F. confirmer), fr.

L. confirmare, 'to make firm', fr. con- and fir-

mare, 'to make firm or steady', fr. firmus. See

firm, adj., and cp. affirm, infirm.

Derivatives : confirm-ed, adj., confirm-ed-ly, adv.,

confirm-ed-ness, n., confirmee (q.v.)

confirmation, n. — F.. fr. L. confirmdtionem, ace.

of confirmdtid, fr. confirmdtus, pp. of confir-

mare. See prec. word and -ation.

confirmative, adj.— L. confirmdtivus, 'suitable for

confirmation', fr. confirmdtus, pp. of confir-

mare. See confirm and -ative.

Derivative : confirmative-ly, adv.

confirmatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suflf. -ory

fr. L. confirmdlus, pp. oi confirmare. See confirm,

confirmee, n., one to whom something is con-

firmed. — F. confirme, pp. of confirmer. See

confirm and -ee.

confiscable, adj. — See next word and -able,

confiscate, tr. v., to seize by authority. — L. con-

fiscdtus, pp. of cdnfiscdre, 'to lay up in a chest;

to seize on for the public treasury', fr. con- and

fiscus, 'basket, public chest, treasury'. See fisc

and verbal suff. -ate.

confiscation, n. — P., fr. L. cdnfiscdtionem, ace.

of confisculid, fr. confiscdtus, pp. of cdnfiscdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

conflscator, n. — L., fr. confiscdtus, pp. of cdn-

fiscdre. See confiscate and agential suff. -or.

confiscatory, adj. — See confiscate and adj. suff.

-ory.

confiteor, n., a form of confession (eccles.) — L.,

'I confess', ist person sing, of cdnfileri (see con-

fess) ; so called from the first word ofthe formula.

confiture, n., a confection; sweetmeat. — F., fr.

confit, pp. of confire, 'toconserve, candy, pickle'.

See comfit and -ure.

confix, tr. v., to join or fasten together. — L.

cdnfixus, pp. of configere, fr. con- and figere,

'to fix'. See fix.

conflagrate, intr. and tr. v. — L. cdnfiagrdtus, pp.

of cdnflagrdre, 'to bum up', fr. con- and fla-

grdre, 'to blaze, glow, bum'. See fl^rant

Derivatives: conflagration (q.v.), conflagrat-ive,

conflagrat-ory, adjs.

conflagration, n. — F., fr. L^te L. cdnftagrdti-

dnem, ace. of conftagrdtid, 'a burning', fr. L.

cdnfiagrdtus, pp. of cdnflagrdre. See prec. word
and -ion.

conflate, tr. v., i) to blow together {rare) ; 2) to

combine two readings. — L. cdnfidtus, pp. of

cdnfldre, 'to blow together', fr. con- and flare,

'to blow'. See flatus and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

conflation, n.— Late L. cdnfldtid, gen. -dnis, fr. L.

cdnfidtus, pp. of cdnfldre. See prec. word and -ion.

conflict, n. — L. conflictus, 'a striking together,

strife, contest', fr. cdnflictus, pp. of cdnfUgere.

See conflict, v.

conflict, intr. v. — L. cdnflictus, pp. of cdnfligere,

'to strike against, strike together, contend, fight',

fr. con- andfligere, 'to strike'. See afflict and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: conflict-ing, adj., conftict-ing-ly,

adv., confliction (q.v.), conflict-ive, adj.

confliction, n. — L. cdnflictid, gen. -dnis, 'a strik-

ing together', fr. cdnflictus, pp. of cdnfligere.

See conflict, v., and -ion.

confluence, n. — L. cdnfluentia, 'a flowing to-

gether', fr. cdnfluens, gen. -entis. See next word

and -ce.

confluent, adj., flowing together. — L. cdnfluens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of cdnfluere, 'to flow

together', fr. con- and fluere, 'to flow'. See fluent,

confluent, n.— L. cdnfluens, 'the place where two

rivers unite', prop. pres. part, of cdnfluere. See

confluent, adj.

conflux, n., confluence. — ML. cdnfldxus, fr. L.

cdnfluere. See confluent, adj., and cp. flux,

confocal, adj., having the same foci (math.) —
Formed fr. con- and focal,

conform, tr. and intr. v. — F. conformer, fr. L.

cdnformdre, 'to form, fashion or shape sym-

metrically', fr. con- and formdre, 'to form,

fashion, shape', fr. forma. See form, n. and v..

Derivatives: conform-abil-ity, n., conform-alile,

adj., conform-able-ness, n., conform-abl-y, adv.,

conformation (q.v.), conform-er, n., conformist,

conformity (qq.v.)

conformation, n. — L. cdnformdtid, gen. -dnis,

'asymmetrical forming', fr. cdnformdtus, pp. of

cdnformdre. See prec. word and -ion.

conformist, n., 1) one who conforms; 2) one who

conforms to the Established Church (English

hist.) — Formed fr. conform with suff. -ist.

conformity, n. — F. conformite, fr. Late L. cdn-

formis, 'similar, like', which is rel. to L. cdn-

formdre. See conform and -ity.

confound, tr. v. — OF. confondre, confundre (F.

confondre), fr. L. cdnfimdere (pp. cdnfdsus), 'to

pour together', fr. con- and fundere, 'to pour*.

See found, 'to cast', and words there referred

to and cp. esp. fiise, 'to melt', confuse.

Derivatives: confound-ed, adj., confound-ed-ly,

adv., confound-er, n., confound-ing, adj., con-

found-ing-ly, adv.

confraternity, n., a fraternal union. — F. confra-

ternite, fr. ML. cdnfrdternitdtem, ace. of cdn-

frdternitds. See con- and Cratemity and cp.

next word.

confrere, n., a fellow member of a society. — F.

confrere, fr. ML. cdnfrdtrem, ace. of cdnfrdter.

Cp. It. confrate, OSp. confrade, Sp. cofrade,

Catal. confrare, OProvenf. confraire, cofraire,

which all derive fr. ML. cdnfrdtrem. See con-

and friar.

confront, tr. v. — F. confronter, 'to stand face to

face, confront', fr. ML. cdnfrontdre, fr. con- and

L. frdns, gen. frontis, 'forehead'. See frontal.

Derivative: confrontation (q.v.), confront-er, n.

confrontation, n. — ML. cdnfrontdtid, gen. -dnis,

fr. cdnfrontdtus, pp. of cdnfrontdre. See prec.

word and -ation.

Confucian, adj., pertaining to Confucius (557?-

479 B.C.E.) or Confucianism; n., an adherent

of Confucianism. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

Confucius, Latinized form of Chin. K'ung Fd

Tse, \h. 'K'ung, the master of philosophers'.

Derivatives: Confucian-ism, n., Confucian-ist, n.

confuse, tr. v. — ME. confus, fr. OF. (= F.)

confus, fr. L. cdnfdsus, 'confused', pp. of L. cdn-

fundere. See confound.

Derivatives: confus-ed, adj., confus-ed-ly, adv.,

confus-ed-ness, n.

confusion, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. cdnfdsidnem,

ace. of cdnfdsid, fr. cdnfdsus, pp. of cdnfundere.

See prec. word and -ion.

confutation, n. — L. cdnfutdtid, gen. -dnis, fr. cdn-

fittdtus, pp. of cdnfdidre. See next word and

-ation.

confute, tr. v., to prove to be wrong. — F. con-

futer, fr. L. cdnfdtdre, 'to repress a boiling liquid

;

to check, suppress, disprove', fr. con- and *fu-

tdre, which prob. derives fr. I.-E. base *bhat-,

'to strike down', whence also OE. beatan, 'to

strike'. See beat, 'to strike', and cp. refute. Cp.

also footy.

Derivative: confut-er, n.

conge, n., leave to depart, dismissal; 2) a formal

farewell. — F., 'permission, leave of absence,

dismissal', fr. OF. congie, fr. L. commedtus, 'a

going to and fro, a going at will', fr. com- and

meatus, 'a going, passing', fr. medt-{um), pp.

stem of medre, 'to go, pass'. See meatus and cp.

congee, 'dismissal'.

congeal, tr. and intr. v. — P. congeler, fr. L. con-

geldre, 'to cause to freeze', fr. con- and geldre,

'to freeze', fr. geld, 'frost, cold'. See gelid.

Derivatives: congeal-able, adj., congeal-er, n.,

congeal-ment, n.

congee, n., leave to depart, dismissal.— OP. con-

gie. See conge.

congee, n., water in which rice has been boiled

(Anglo-Ind.) — Tamil kanji, 'boilings'.

congelation, n. — F. congelation, fr. L. congeld-

tidnem, ace. of congeldtid, fr. congeldtus, pp. of

congeldre. See congeal and -ation.

congener, n., a person or thing of the same kind.

— L. congener, 'of the same race or kind', fr.

con- and genus, gen. generis, 'race, kind, spe-

cies'. See genus.

Derivatives: congener-ic, congener-ic-al, con-

gener-ous, adjs.

congenial, adj., of the same nature. — Formed
fr. con- and genial.

Derivatives: congenial-ity, n., congenial-ly, adv.,

congenial-ness, n.

congenital, adj., existing from birth. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L. congenitus, 'born to-

gether with', fr. con- and genitus, pp. ofgignere,

'to beget'. See genital.

Derivatives: congenital-ly, adv., congenital-ness,

n.

conger, n., a kind of large marine eel. — ME., fr.

OF. congre, fr. L. congrum, ace. of conger, fr.

Gk. y6tYP°?> '5^* ^' conger; tubercular growth

on trees', prob. meaning lit. 'something round',

and rel. to yoy^iiXoc,, 'round, rounded'. Cp.

gingiva,

congeries, n., a heap, pile. — L., lit. 'that which

is brought together', fr. congerere, 'to bring or

carry together', fr. con- and gerere, 'to bear,

carry'. See gerent and cp. congest,

congest, tr. v., to overcrowd. — L. congestus, pp.

of congerere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: congest-ed, adj., congestion (q.v.),

congest-ive, adj.

congestion, n., overcrowding. — P., fr. L. con-

gestidnem, ace. of congestid, 'a heaping up', fr.

congestus, pp. of congerere. See congeries and

-ion.

congius, n., i) a liquid measure containing about

three quarts; 2) in pharmacy, a gallon. — L.,

name of a liquid measure, cogn. with Gk. x6y-

Xo?, y-itfU)' 'shell; a liquid measure' (whence L.

concha, 'shell'). See conch and cp. words there

referred to.

conglobate, adj., formed into a ball or rounded

mass. — L. conglobdtus, pp. of conglohdre, 'to

gather into a ball', fr. con- and globdre, 'to make

into a ball', fr. globus, 'ball'. See globe and adj.

suff. -ate.

conglobate, tr. v., to form into a ball or rounded

mass. — L. conglobdtus, pp. of conglohdre. See

conglobate, adj.

conglobation, n. — L. conglobdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a

heaping together', fr. conglobdtus, pp. of con-

globdre. See conglobate, v., and -ion.

conglobe, tr. and intr. v., to conglobate. — F.

conglober, fr. L. conglohdre. See conglobate, v.

conglomerate, adj., formed into a ball or rounded

mass; n., something conglomerate; tr. and intr.'

v., to form into a ball or rounded mass. — L.

conglomerdtus, pp. of conglomerdre, 'to roU to-

gether', fr. con- and glomerdre, 'to form into a

ball', fr. glomus, gen. glomeris, 'ball'. See

glomerate and cp. agglomerate.

conglomeration, n. — Late L. conglomerdtid, gen.

-dnis, fr. L. conglomerdtus, pp. oi conglomerdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

conglutinant, adj., gluing; healing. — L. con-

gldtindns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of conglutindre.

See next word and -ant.

conglutinate, tr. and intr. v., to glue together. —
L. congldtindtus, pp. of congWindre, 'to glue
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together', fr. con- and glutinare, 'to glue', fr.

gluten, gen. glutinis, 'glue'. See gluten, glue.

conglutination, n. — L. conglutinatio, gen. -onis,

'a gluing together', fr. conglutinatus, pp. of con-

glutindre. See prec. word and -ion.

congou, also congo, n., a kind of black China tea.

— Chin, kung-fu, 'labor'.

congratulant, adj. — L. congratulans, gen. -amis,

pres. part, of congrdtuldri. See next word and

-ant.

congratulate, tr. v. — Fr. L. congrdtulatus, pp. of

congrdtuldri, 'to wish joy warmly, congratulate',

fr. con- and grdtuldrl, 'to wish joy', fr. grdtus,

'pleasing'. See grace, n., and cp. grateful.

Derivatives: congratulation (q.v.), congratulat-

or, n., congratulat-ory, adj.

congratulation, n. — F., fr. L. congrdtuldtidnem,

ace. of congrdtuldtio, fr. congrdtulatus, pp. of

congrdtuldri. See prec. word and -ion.

congregant, n., a member of a congregation. —
L. congregdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of congre-

gdre. See next word and -ant.

congregate, adj., assembled. — L. congregdtus,

'flocking together', pp. of congregdre, 'to flock

together', fr. con- and gregdre, 'to gather into

a flock', from grex, gen. gregis, 'flock'. See gre-

garious and adj. suff'. -ate.

congregate, tr. and intr. v., to gather into a crowd

;

to assemble. — L. congregdtus, pp. of congre-

gdre. See prec. word.

congregation, n. — F. congregation, fr. L. con-

gregdtionem, ace. of congregdtid, fr. congregd-

tus, pp. of congregdre. See congregate, adj., and

-ation.

Derivatives: congregation-al, adj., congrega-

tional-ism, n., congregational-ist , n.

congress, n. — L. congressus, 'a coming together,

a friendly meeting', fr. congressus, pp. of con-

gredi, 'to come or go together', fr. con- and

gradi, pp. gressus, 'to step, walk, go'. See grade,

'step', and cp. gradus and retrograde. The change
of Latin a (in grddi) to e (in con-gressus) is due

to the Latin linguistic law according to which,

in the second element of compounds, d in a

closed radical syllable regularly became e. See

accent and cp. words there referred to. (The pp.

of gradi should be *grassus. The form gressus

is due to the influence of the past participles of

the compounds: con-gressus, prd-gressus, etc.)

Derivatives: congress-er, n., congression (q.v.),

congress-ive, adj.

congressional, adj., i) pertaining to a congress;

2) {cap^) pertaining to Congress. — Formed
with adj. sufl". -al fr. L. congressio, gen. -onis, 'a

coming together', fr. congressus, pp. of con-

gredi, 'to come or go together'. See congress

and -ion.

Derivatives: congression-al, adj., congression-

alist (q.v.), congression-at-ly, adv.

congressionalist, n., an adherent of a congress, t—
Formed fr. congression with adj. suff. -al and
sufT. -ist.
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congressist, n., a member of a congress. —
Formed fr. congress with suff. -ist.

Congreve rocket, CongrcTe match.— Both named
after their inventor Sir William Congreve

(1772-1828).

congruence, congruency, n. — L. congruentia,

'agreement, harmony', fr. congruens, gen. -entis,

'agreeing'. See congruent and -ce, resp. -cy.

congruent, adj., agreeing, corresponding, coin-

ciding. — L. congruens, gen. -entis, pres. part.

of congruere, 'to come together, coincide, agree',

fr. con- and *-gruere, which occurs also in L.

ingruere, 'to rush or break into', and is of un-

certain etymology. L. ruere, 'to fall violently',

is not rel. to congruere, ingruere.

Derivative : congruent-ly, adv.

congruity, n., agreement, correspondence, coin-

cidence. — F. congruite, fr. Late L. congrui-

tdtem, ace. of congruitds, fr. congruus. See con-

gruous and -ity.

congruous, adj., congruent, fitting, suitable. —
L. congruus, 'fit, suitable, congruous', fr. con-

gruere. See congruent. For E. -ous, as equivalent

to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: congruous-ly, adv., congruous-

ness, n.

conic, adj., i) pertaining to a cone; 2) cone-

shaped or resembling a cone. — F. conique, fr.

Gk. xcovtxAi;, 'pertaining to a cone', fr. xwvot;,

'cone'. See cone and -ic.

Derivatives: conic-al, adj., conic-al-ly, adv.,

conic-al-ness, n., conic-ity, n.

conidium, n., an asexual cell occurring in certain

fungi. — ModL., formed with the ModL. di-

min. suff. -idium fr. Gk. xAvk;, 'dust'. See conio-.

conifer, n., a cone-bearing tree (bot.) — L., com-
pounded of conus, 'cone', and ferre, 'to bear'.

See cone and -fer.

coniferous, adj., cone-bearing. — See prec. word

and -ferous.

coniform, adj., having the form of a cone. — See

cone and -form.

Conine, n., a poisonous alkaloid, CgH^N, found

in hemlock (chem.) — Formed fr. Conium with

chem. suff. -ine.

conio-, combining form meaning 'dust'. — Gk.

XOV10-, fr. y.ovi;, 'dust', which is cogn. with L.

cinis, 'ashes'. See cinerary and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also the second element in

anthraconite.

Conioselinum, n., a genus of plants of the carrot

family (bot.)— ModL., compounded of Coninm

and Gk acXtvov, 'celery'. See celery.

Conium, n., a genus of poisonous plants of the

carrot family (bot.) — L. conium, 'hemlock', fr.

Gk. xtjvEiov, of s.m., which is prob. rel. to

xcivo?, 'pine cone, fir cone'. See cone.

conjecture, n., i) guesswork; 2) guess. — L. con-

jectUra, 'inference, conclusion' (whence also F.

conjecture), fr. conjectus, pp. of conicere (less

correctly conjicere), 'to throw together; to infer,

conclude', fr. con- and jacere, 'to throw'. See

335

jet, 'to spirt forth', and -ure. For the change of

Latin a (in jacere) to e (in con-jectus) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: conjecture, tr. and intr. v., con-

jectur-able, adj., conjectur-abl-y, adv., conjectur-

al, adj., conjectur-al-ly, adv.

conjoin, tr. v. — ME. conjoinen, fr. F. conjoindre,

fr. L. conjungere, 'to join together' (whence also

It. congiungere. Proven?. conjonher),ir. con- and
jungere, 'to join'. See join and cp. conjoint,

conjugate.

Derivatives: conjoin-ed, adj., conjoin-er, n.

conjoint, adj. — F. conjoint, pp. of conjoindre.

See prec. word and conjunct and cp. disjoint.

Derivatives: conjoint-ly, adv., conjoint-ness, n.

conjugal, adj., of marriage. — L. conjugdlis,

'relating to marriage' (whence also F. conjugal),

fr. L. conjux (later form conjdnx), gen. conjugis,

'spouse', which is rel. to conjungere, 'to join

together'. See conjoin and adj. suS'. -al.

Derivatives: conjugality (q.v.), conjugal-ly, adv.

conjugality, n.— Coined by Milton fr. prec. word
and suff. -ity.

conjugate, tr. and intr. v. — L. conjugdtus, pp. of

conjugdre, 'to join together, unite', fr. con- and

jugdre, 'to join; to yoke; to marry', which is

rel. to jugum, 'yoke', jungere, 'to join'. See join

and verbal suff. -ate and cp. jugate. Cp. also

conjoin,

conjugate, adj. — L. conjugdtus, pp. of conjugdre.

See conjugate, v.

Derivative: conjugate-ly, adv.

conjugation, n. — L. conjugdtid, gen. -onis, 'a

combining, connecting, conjugation', fr. con-

jugdtus, pp. of conjugdre. See conjugate, v., and
-ion. In its grammatical sense, L. conjugdtid is

a loan translation of Gk. rro^uyia, lit. 'a yoking,

or binding, together'.

Derivatives : conjugation-al, adj
.
, conjugation-al-

ly, adv.

conjunct, adj., joined together, united (archaic).

T- L. conjQnctus, pp. of conjungere, 'to join to-

gether'. See conjoin and cp. conjoint.

Derivatives: conjunct, n., conjunct-ly, adv.

conjunction, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) conjonc-

tion, fr. L. conjUnclionem, ace. of conjunctio, fr.

conjdnctus, pp. of conjungere. See conjunct and
-ion. Cp. It. congiunzione, OProven?. conjunctio,

Sp. conjuncion, which all derive fr. L. con-

jdnctidnem. In its grammatical sense L. con-

junctio is a loan translation of Gk. ouvSecriio;

(fr. mjvSeTv, 'to bind together').

Derivatives: conjunction-al, adj., conjunction-al-

ly, adv.

conjunctiva, n., the mucous membrane which
covers the inner surface of the eyelids (anat.) —
Medical L. (short for membrdna conjunctiva),

fem. of L. conjunctivus, 'serving to connect, con-
nective'. See next word.

Derivative: conjunctiv-al, adj.

conjunctive, adj. — L. conjUnctivus, 'serving to

connect, connective', fr. conjUnctus, pp. of con-

jungere. See conjunct and -ive and cp. disjunc-

tive, subjunctive.

Derivatives: conjunctive, n., conjunctive-ly, adv.,

conjunctive-ness, n.

conjunctivitis, n., inflammation of the conjunctiva

(med)— A Medical L. hybrid formed fr. Medi-

cal L. conjunctiva (fem. of L. conjunctivus), with

-itis, a suff. of Greek origin. See conjunctiva.

conjuration, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) conjura-

tion, fr. L. conjdrdtionem, ace. of conjUrdtid, lit.

'a swearing together, conspiracy', fr. conjQrdtus,

pp. of conjdrdre; cp. It. congiurazione and Sp.

conjuracion, which are of the same origin. See

conjure and -ation.

conjure, tr. v. — ME. conjuren, fr. OF. (= F.)

conjurer, fr. L. conjUrdre, 'to swear together,

conspire', fr. con- and jUrdre, 'to swear an oath'.

See jury.

Derivatives: conjur-er, conjur-or, conjur-ing,

nouns.

conk, n., nose (slang). — The same as conch.

conn, tr. v., to direct the steering of a ship. —
Fr. obsol. corui, fr. ME. conduen, 'to lead,

guide', fr. MF. (= F.) conduire, fr. L. condUcere.

See conduce and cp. conning tower.

Derivative: conn-er, n.

connate, adj., bom with. — Late L. conndtus, pp.

of conndsci, 'to be bom with, to be born at the

same time', fr. con- and ndsci, 'to be born'. See

natal and cp. cognate.

connatural, adj., i) innate; 2) born at the same

time. — ML. conndtUrdlis, 'of the same nature;

inborn'. See con- and natural.

connect, tr. and intr. v. — L. connectere, 'to biiid

or join together', fr. con- and nectere, 'to tie,

bind, join', fr. I.-E. base *ned-, 'to twist, knot';

see net and cp. nexus, annex. L. nectere was in-

fluenced in form by pectere, 'to comb, dress,

weed'.

Derivatives: connect-ed, adj., connected-ly, adv.,

connect-ed-ness, n., connect-ive, adj., connect-

ive-ly, adv., connect-iv-ity, n.

connection, connexion, n. — L. connexio, gen.

-onis, 'a binding orjoining together, connection',

fr. connexus, pp. of connectere. See prec. word

and -ion. The spelling connection is due to the

influence of the many English nouns in -lion

(fr. L. -lionem).

Derivative: conneclion-al, connexion-at, adj.

connellite, n., copper chloride with copper sulfate

(mineral^ — Named after A. Connel, who ana-

lyzed it. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

conning tower (naul.)— The first word is the pres.

part, of conn (q.v.)

conniption, n., a fit of hysteria (U.S. Slang). —
Of unknown origin.

connivance, n. — F. connivence, fr. L. coniventia,

conniventia, fr. cdnivens, connivens, gen. -entis.

See connivent and -ance.

connive, intr. v., to pretend ignorance. — L. coni-

ved, cdnivere, less exactly spelled connived, con-

nivere, 'to close the eyes, blink, wink at, over-
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look (errors), connive at', which stands for

*con-cnl{g)ued and is formed fr. con- and I.-E.

base *kneig"h-, 'to bend', whence also L. nicto,

nictdre, 'to wink, blink', nitor, niti [for *mvitor

(fr. *kneig^het6r) or *mvitor (fr. *knig"'hetdr)\

'to strive, make an effort, exert oneself', Goth.

hneiwan, 'to bend toward', OE., OS., OHG. hni-

gan, ON. hniga, MHO. nigen, G. neigen, 'to

bend, bow'. Cp. nictitate, nisus, renitent.

Derivatives: connivent (q.v.), conniv-er, n.

connivent, adj. — L. conivens, connivens, gen.

-entrs, pres. part, of conlvere, connlvere. See

prec. word and -ent.

connoisseur, n., a critical judge. — OF. conois-

seor, conoisseur (F. connoisseur), fr. conoislre

(F. connaitre), 'to know', fr. L. cognoscere, 'to

become acquainted with, perceive, understand,

know'. See cognition.

connotate, tr. v. — ML. connotdtus, pp. of con-

notdre. See connote and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

annotate.

Derivatives: connotation (q.v.), connotat-ive,

adj., connotat-ive-ly, adv.

connotation, n. — ML. connotdtid, gen. -dnis, fr.

connotdtus, pp. of connotdre. See next word and

-ion and cp. annotation.

connote, tr. v. — ML. connotdre, 'to mark to-

gether', fr. con-, and L. notdre, 'to mark', fr.

nota, 'a mark'. See note.

Derivatives: connot-ive, adj., connot-ive-ly , adv.

connubial, adj., pertaining to marriage. — L.

coniibidlis (later connHbidlis), 'pertaining to mar-

riage', fr. cdnUbium (later conndbium), 'mar-

riage', fr. CO- and the stem of niibere (pp. nuptus),

'to marry'. See nuptial and cp. nubile.

Derivatives: connubial-ity, n., connubial-ly, adv.

cono-, before a vowel con-, combining form de-

noting the cone. — Gk. zuvo-, xcov-, fr. xoivo?,

'cone'. See cone.

conodont, n., any of certain minute fossils of a

toolhlike shape. — Compounded of Gk. xuvoi;,

'cone', and oStov, gen. oSovtoi;, 'tooth'. See

cono- and odonto-.

conoid, adj., cone-shaped. — Gk. xcovoeiSv]?, 'co-

nical, cone-shaped', compounded of tt.<ii-<ioc„

'cone', and -o£tST;;,'like', fr. eZSo;;, 'form, shape'.

See cone and -oid.

Derivative : conoid, n

.

Conopholis, n., a genus of plants of the broom-

rape family (bot) — ModL., compounded of

Gk. y.oyjoc, 'cone' (see cone), and tfoXic, 'scale',

which is cogn. with r^z'tjAc,, 'cork tree, cork' (see

phello- and cp. words there referred to); so

called because the upper scales form bracts to

the tiowcrs, resembling those of the fir cone.

Conopophagidae, n. pi., a genus of birds, the ant

pipit {ornithol.) — ModL., lit. 'gnat eaters',

formed with sufT. -idae fr. Gk. -xcjvcoiJj, 'gnat,

mosquito', and the stem of ^ayElv, 'to eat'. See

canopy and phago-.

conquer, tr. and intr. v.— ME. conqueren, fr. OF.
conquerre, fr. VL. *conquaerere, 'to seek with
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care, conquer' (remodeled after L. quaerere, 'to

seek'), for L. conqulrere, 'to seek for' (whence

OTt. conquidere; F. conquerir, 'to conquer', is a

new formation after querir, 'to seek', fr. VL.

*quaerlre, which corresponds to L. quaerere).

L. conqulrere is formed fr. con- and quaerere,

'to seek'. See quaere and cp. conquest. Cp. also

acquire, inquire, require.

Derivatives: conquer-able, adj., conquerable-

ness, n., conquer-ing, adj., conquer-ing-ly, adv.,

conqueror (q.v.)

conqueror, n. — ME. conquereour, fr. OF. con-

quereor, fr. conquerre, 'to conquer'. See prec.

word and agential suff. -or.

conquest, n. — ME., partly fr. OF. conquest (F.

conquet), 'acquisition', partly fr. OF. conqueste

(F. conqugte), 'acquisition, conquest'. These

words prop, are the masc, resp. fem. pp. of OF.
conquerre, and derive fr. VL. *conquaesitus,

resp. *conquaeslta (corresponding to L. con-

quisltus, conqulsita), pp. of *conquaerere. See

conquer and cp. conquistador.

conquian, n., a card game with two players. —
Fr. Sp. icon quienl, 'with whom?' Sp. con derives

fr. L. cum, 'with' ; see i st con-. Sp. quien comes fr.

L. quern, ace. of quis, 'who' ; see who. Cp. cooncan.

conquistador, n., a conqueror, applied esp. to the

Spanish conquerors of Mexico and Peru.— Sp.,

fr. conquistar, 'to conquer', fr. VL. conquistdre,

fr. L. conquisltus, pp. of conqulrere, 'to seek for'

;

see conquer. L. conquisltus stands for *con-

quaesltus. For the change of Latin ae (in quae-

sltus) to I (in con-qulsltus) see acquire and cp.

words there referred to.

Conrad, masc. PN. — G. Konrad or F. Conrade,

fr. OHG. Kuonrdt, which is compounded of

kuon, 'bold', and rdt, 'counsel'; hence Conrad

lit. means 'bold in counsel'. See keen and rede.

consanguine, adj., consanguineous. — F. con-

sanguin, fr. L. cdnsanguineus. See next word.

consanguineous, adj., of the same blood; having

the same ancestor. — L. cdnsanguineus, 'of the

same blood, related by blood', fr. con- and san-

guineus, 'of blood', fr. sanguis, gen. sanguinis,

'blood'. See sanguine and cp. sanguineous. For

E. -ous, as corresponding to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivative: consanguineous-ly, adv.

consanguinity, n., blood relationship. — F. con-

sanguinite, fr. L. cdnsanguinitdtem, ace. of cdn-

sanguinitds, 'blood relationship', fr. cdnsangui-

neus. See prec. word and -ity.

conscience, n. — ME., fr. E. conscience, fr. L.

conscientia, 'consciousness, knowledge, feeling,

sense', lit. 'knowledge shared with another', fr.

cdnsciens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of cdnsclre, 'to

be conscious of, fr. con- and scire, 'to know';

see science. L. conscientia is prob. a loan trans-

lation of Gk. (TjvEtSriOti;, 'consciousness, con-

scientiousness', lit. 'knowledge shared with an-

other'.

Derivatives: conscience-less, adj., conscience-

less-ly, adv., conscience-less-ness, n.
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conscientious, adj. — F. consciencieux (fem. con-

sciencieuse), fr. ML. cdnscientidsus, fr. L. con-

scientia. See conscience and -ous.

Derivatives : conscientious-ly, adv. , conscientious-

ness, n.

conscious, adj. — L. cdnscius, 'knowing, aware

of, fr. con- and scire, 'to know'. Cp. L. nescius,

Inscius, 'not knowing', which are analogously

formed, and see science.

Derivatives: conscious-ly, adv., conscious-ness,n.

conscribe, tr. v. — L. cdnscrlbere. See next word.

conscript, adj. and n. — L. cdnscrlptus, pp. of

cdnscrlbere, 'to write together, draw up, list,

enrol', fr. con- and scrlbere, 'to write'. See

scribe.

conscript, tr. v. — Back formation fr. conscrip-

tion (q.v.) The more correct form is conscribe(fr.

L. cdnscrlbere). Cp. the verbs describe, inscribe,

prescribe, subscribe, which have no collateral

forms ending in -script.

conscription, n. — L. cdnscrlptid, gen. -dnis, 'a

writing together, a levying of troops', fr. cdn-

scrlptus, pp. of cdnscrlbere. See prec. word

and -ion.

Derivative: conscription-al, adj.

consecrate, adj. — L. cdnsecrdtus, pp. of cdnse-

crdre, 'to devote as sacred, dedicate, consecrate',

fr. con- and sacrdre, 'to set apart as sacred, to

hallow, consecrate'. See sacred and adj. suff.

-ate. For the change of Latin a (in sacrdre) to e

(in cdn-secrdre) see accent and cp. words there

referred to.

consecrate, tr. and intr. v. — L. cdnsecrdtus, pp.

of cdnsecrdre. See consecrate, adj.

Derivatives: consecrat-ed, adj., consecrat-ed-

ness, n., consecration (q.v.), consecrat-ive, adj.,

consecrator (q.v.)

consecration, n. — L. cdnsecrdtid, gen. -dnis, fr.

cdnsecrdtus, pp. of cdnsecrdre. See consecrate,

adj., and -ion.

consecrator, n. — Late L., 'one who consecrates',

fr. L. cdnsecrdtus, pp. of cdnsecrdre. See con-

secrate, adj., and agential suff. -or.

consectary, adj., that which follows logically (ob-

sol.) — L. cdnsectdrius, fr. cdnsectdrl, 'to follow

after eagerly', freq. of cdnsequl (pp. *cdnsectus,

cdnseculus), 'to follow up, go after', fr. con- and

sequl, 'to follow'. See sequel and -ary and cp.

sect, consequent. Cp. also next word.

Derivative: consectary, n.

consecution, n. — L. cdnseculid, gen, -dnis, fr.

cdnseculus, pp. of cdnsequl, 'to follow up, go

after, attend', fr. con- and sequl, 'to follow'. See

sequel and -tion and cp. consequent.

consecutive, adj. and n. — F. consecutif(fem. con-

secutive), a learned word derived fr. L. cdnse-

cutus, pp. of cdnsequl. See sequel and -ive and

cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: consecutive-ly, adv., consecutive-

ness, n.

consenescence, n., the process of growing old to-

gether. — Formed with suff. -ence fr. L. con-

conservatoire

senescere, 'to grow old together', fr. con- and

senescere, 'to grow old', an inchoative formed

fr. senex, gen. senis, 'old'. See senile.

consensual, adj. — See next word and adj. suff.

-al.

consensus, n., agreement. — L., 'agreement, ac-

cordance, unanimity', fr. cdnsensus, pp. of cdn-

sentlre. See consent, v.

consent, intr. v. — OF. (= F.) consentir, fr. L.

cdnsentlre, 'to feel together, agree, accord', fr.

con- and sentlre (pp. sensus), 'to feel'. See sense.

Derivatives: consent-er, n., consent-ing, adj., con-

sent-ing-ly, adv., consent-ing-ness, n., consent-ive,

adj., consent-ive-ly, adv., consent-ive-ness, n.

consent, n. — OF. consente, fr. consentir. See

consent, v.

Derivatives : consent-ful, adj., consent-ful-ly, adv.

consentaneity, n., agreement. — Formed with

suff. -ity fr. L. cdnsentdneus. See next word.

consentaneous, adj., agreeing. — L. cdnsentdneus,

'agreeing with something', fr. cdnsentlre. See

consent, v., and -aneous.

Derivatives: consentaneous-ly, adv., consenta-

neous-ness, n.

consentience, n., agreement. — Formed fr. next

word with suff. -ce.

consentient, adj., agreeing. — L. cdnsentiens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of cdnsentlre. See consent, v.,

and -ent.

Derivative : consentient-ly, adv.

consentment, n. ~ OF. consentement, fr. con-

sentir. See consent, v., and -ment.

consequence, n. — F. consequence, fr. L. cdnse-

quentia, fr. cdnsequens, gen. -enlis, pres. part,

of cdnsequl. See next word and -ence.

consequent, adj. — L. cdnsequens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of cdnsequl, 'to follow up, go after,

attend'. See consecution and -ent.

Derivatives: consequent, n., consequent-ty, adv.

and conj.

consequential, adj. — Formed with suff. -iai fr.

L. cdnsequentia. See consequence.

Derivatives: consequeritial-ily, n., consequential-

ly, adv., consequentiat-ness, n.

conservable, adj. — L. cdnservdbilis, 'that which

can be conserved', fr. cdnservdre. See conserve, v.,

and -able.

conservancy, n. — Formed from the verb con-

serve with suff. -ancy.

conservation, n. — ME., fr. L. cdnservdtid, gen.

-dnis, 'a keeping, preserving, conserving', fr.

cdnservdtus, pp. of cdnservdre. See conserve, v.,

and -ation.

Derivatives: conservation-at, adj., conservation-

ist, n.

conservatism, n. — Short for conservativism. See

conservative and -ism.

conservative, adj. — ME., fr. MP. conservatif

(fem. conservative), fr. L. cdnservdtus, pp. of

cdnservdre. See conserve, v., and -ative.

Derivative: conservative, n.

conservatoire, n., a school of music. — F., fr. It.
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conservatorio, orig. 'orphanage', fr. ML. con-
servdtorium, 'a place for preserving', fr. L. con-

servdre, 'to preserve' (the first ItaUan musical
schools were orphanages). See conserve, v., and
cp. conservatory.

conservator, n. — ME. conservatour, fr. MF.
(= F.) conservateur, fr. L. conservatorem, ace. of
conservator, 'a keeper, preserver', fr. conservdre.

See conserve, v., and agential suff. -or.

conservatory, n., a school ofmusic.— ML. conser-

vdtorium. See conservatoire and subst. suff. -ory.

conserve, tr. v. — F. conserver, fr. L. conservdre,

'to save, keep, protect', fr. con- and servdre, 'to

save, deliver, preserve, protect', which is prob.

cogn. with Avestic haraiti, haurvaiti, 'takes care

of, protects', haurva, 'protecting'. Gk. lipco? (for

*rfi(iiF-oq), 'hero',lit. 'defender,protector',"Hpa

(for *"Hpfa),'Hera', lit. 'defendress,protectress',

and perh. also with Spixivo?, 'the sage plant', lit.

'the saving plant' (for sense development cp.

L. salvia, 'the sage plant', fr. salvdre, 'to save'

;

see Salvia and sage, the plant). See hero and cp.

observe, preserve, reserve. L. servus, 'slave', ser-

vire, 'to serve', are not rel. to servdre.

Derivatives: conserve, n. (q.v.), conserv-er, n.

conserve, n. — F., 'preserved fruit', fr. conserver,

'to preserve, keep, maintain', fr. L. conservdre.

See conserve, v.

consider, tr. v. — ME. consideren, fr. MF.(= F.)

considerer, fr. L. cdnsiderdre, 'to look at closely,

observe, contemplate, meditate', orig. 'to ob-
serve the stars', fr. con- and sidus, gen. slderis,

'star'. See sidereal and cp. desiderate, desire.

Derivatives: consider-ed, adj., comider-er, n.,

consider-ing, prep., consider-ing-ly, adv.

considerable, adj. — ML. considerdbilis (whence
also F. considerable), fr. L. cdnsiderdre. See
prec. word and -able. Derivatives : considerable-

ness, n., considerabl-y, adv.

considerate, adj. — L. considerdtus, pp. of cdn-

siderdre. See consider and adj. suff. -ate. Deriv-
atives: considerate-ly, adv., considerate-ness, n.

consideration, n. — F. consideration, fr. L. con-

siderdtidnem, ace. of considerdtid, 'considera-

tion, contemplation, reflection', fr. considerdtus,

pp. of cdnsiderdre. See consider and -ation.

consign, tr. v. — F. consigner, fr. L. cdnsigndre,

'to mark with a seal, to subscribe, attest, cer-

tify', fr. con- and signdre, 'to set a mark upon,
mark', fr. signum, 'a mark'. See sign.

Derivatives: consign-able, adj., consignation

(q.v.), consign-ee, n., consign-er, n., consign-

ment, n., consign-or, n.

consignation, n. — L. cdnsigndtid, gen. -dnis, 'a

written proof, document', fr. cdnsigndtus, pp.
of cdnsigndre. See prec. word and -ion.

consilience, n., concurrence, coincidence. — Lit.

'a jumping together'; formed from next word
with suff. -ce.

consilient, adj., concurring, coincident.— Formed
on analogy of resilient (q.v.) fr. con- and saltre,

'to leap'.

consist, intr. v. — L. consistere, 'to stand still,

stop, halt, endure, subsist', fr. con- and sistere,

'to cause to stand, put, place; to stand still,

stand', from the reduplicated base of stare, 'to

stand'. See assist and cp. words there referred to.

consistence, consistency, n. — ML. consistentia

(whence also F. consistance), fr. L. consistens,

gen. -entis. See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

consistent, adj. — L. consistens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of consistere. See consist and -ent.

Derivative: consistent-ly, adv.

consistory, n., i) a council chamber; 2) the papal
senate. — ONF. consistorie, fr. Late L. cdn-
sistdrium, 'place of assembly; place where the

emperor's council met' (whence also OF., F.

consistoire), fr. L. consistere. See consist and
subst. suff. -ory. Derivative: consistori-al, adj.

consociate, tr. and intr. v., to associate together.

— L. cdnsocidtus, pp. of cdnsocidre, 'to associate

with', fr. con- and socidre, 'to join together, as-

sociate', fr. socius, 'companion'. See social and
verbal suff. -ate and cp. associate, dissociate.

consociate, n.— L. cdnsocidtus, pp. of cdnsocidre.

See consociate, v.

consociation, n. — L. cdnsocidtid, gen. -dnis, fr.

cdnsocidtus, pp. of cdnsocidre. See consociate,

v., and -ion.

consolation, n. — F., fr. L. cdnsdidtidnem, ace. of
cdnsdldtid, fr. cdnsdldtus, pp. of cdnsdldrl. See
console, v., and -ation.

consolatory, adj. — L. cdnsdldtdrius, 'pertaining

to consolation', fr. cdnsdldtus, pp. of cdnsdldrl.

See console and adj. suffixes -ate and -ory.

Derivatives: consolatori-ly, adv., consolatori-

ness, n.

console, tr. v., to comfort. — F. consoler, fr. L.

cdnsdldrl, 'to console, comfort, encourage', fr.

con- and sdldri, 'to comfort'. See solace and cp.

disconsolate.

Derivatives: consol-able, adj., consolatory (q.v.),

consol-er, n.

console, n., i) a bracket supporting a shell, cor-

nice, etc.; 2) a console table; 3) cabinet of an
organ, radio or phonograph. — F., 'console,

console table', prob. a blend of consoler, 'to

comfort', and consolider, 'to strengthen, make
firm, consolidate'. See console, v., and conso-

lidate.

consolidant, adj., tending to heal; n., a consoli-

dating agent (,med.)— L. cdnsoliddns, gen. -an-

tis, pres. part, of cdnsoliddre. See next word
and -ant.

consolidate, tr. v., i) to make solid; 2) to unite;

intr. v.. i) to become solid; 2) to unite.— L. cdn-

soliddtus, pp. of cdnsoliddre, 'to make quite firm

or solid", fr. con- and soliddre, 'to make firm or

solid', fr. solidus, 'firm, solid'. See solid and cp.

console, n. Cp. also consound.

Derivative: consolidat-ed, adj.

consolidate, adj., consolidated.— L. cdnsotiddtus,

pp. of cdnsoliddre. See consolidate, v.

consolidation, n. — Late L. cdnsoliddtio, -dnis.
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fr. L. cdnsoliddtus, pp. of cdnsoliddre. See prec.

word and -ion.

consols, n. pi. — Abbreviation of Consolidated

Annuities, British government securities.

consolute, adj., mutually soluble (chem.) — Late

L. cdnsolutus, 'dissolved together', pp. of *cdn-

solvere, fr. con- and L. solvere, 'to loosen, untie,

dissolve'. See solve and cp. absolute, dissolute,

resolute.

consomme, n., a clear, rich soup. — F., prop. pp.

of consommer, 'to consume', fr. L. cdnsummdre,

'to accomplish, finish'. See consiunmate. F. con-

sommer was influenced in meaning by a con-

fusion with L. cdnsHmere, 'to consume' (see

consunK).

consonance, n. — F., fr. L. cdnsonantia, 'agree-

ment, harmony', fr. cdnsondns, gen. -antis. See

next word and -ce and cp. sonance and words

there referred to.

consonant, adj. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. cdnsondns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of cdnsondre, 'to sound

together or at the same time', fr. con- and so-

ndre, 'to sound'. See sonant and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives : consonant-ly, adv. , consonant-ness,n.

consonant, n. — OF., fr. L. consonantem, ace. of

cdnsondns. See prec. word.

Derivatives: consonant-al, adj., consonant-ism,

n., consonant-ly, adv., consonant-ness, n.

consort, n., a spouse. — F., fr. L. cdnsortem, ace.

of cdnsors, 'sharer, partner, comrade', lit.

'having the same lot', fr. con- and sors, gen.

sortis, 'lot, condition'. See sort, n., and cp. sor-

cerer, consortium.

Derivatives: consort, intr. v., consort-able, adj.,

consort-er, n.

consortium, n., union, association. — L., 'fellow-

ship, partnership, society', fr. cdnsors, gen. cdn-

sortis. See prec. word.

consound, n., a plant supposed to have healing

qualities; the comfrey. — OF. consolde, con-

soulde, fr. L. cdnsolida, 'comfrey', lit. 'the

strengthening plant', fr. cdnsoliddre, 'to make

firm or solid'. See consolidate, v.

conspecies, n., a fellow species of the same genus.

— Formed fr. con- and species.

conspecific, adj., of the same species. — Formed

fr. con- and specific

conspectus, n., a general survey. — L., 'a looking

at, sight, view', fr. conspectus, pp. of cdnspicere,

'to look at attentively, get sight of, fr. con-

and specere, spicere, 'to look at'. See species and

cp. aspect and words there referred to.

conspicuity, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L.

cdnspicuus. See next word.

conspicuous, adj. — L. cdnspicuus, 'visible, re-

markable, conspicuous', fr. cdnspicere. See con-

spectus.

Derivatives: conspicuous-ly, adv., conspicuous-

ness, n.

conspiracy, n. — ME. conspiracie, fr. OF. con-

spiracie, fr. L. cdnspirdre. See conspire and -acy.

conspirant, adj., conspiring. — F., pres. part, of

conspirer. See conspire and -ant.

conspiration, n. (obsol.) — F., fr. L. cdnspird-

tidnem, ace. of cdnspirdtid, 'conspiracy', fr. cdn-

spirdtus, pp. of cdnspirdre. See conspire and

-ation.

conspirator, n. — L. cdnspirdtor, fr. cdnsplrdtus,

pp. of cdnspirdre. See next word and -ator.

conspire, intr. and tr. v. — F. conspirer, fr. L.

cdnspirdre, 'to breathe together, agree, act in

concert, plot together', fr. con- and spirdre, 'to

breathe, blow'. See spirit and cp. aspire and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: conspir-er, n., conspir-ing, adj.,

conspir-ing-ly, adv.

conspue, tr. v., to spit upon in contempt, assail.

— F. conspuer, 'to spit upon, despise, to decry',

fr. L. cdnspuere, 'to spit upon in contempt', fr.

con- and spuere, 'to spit'. See spew and cp.

sputum. Cp. also cuspidor.

constable, n., peace officer. — ME., fr. OF. cone-

stable (F. connetable), fr. Late L. comes stabuli,

lit. 'count of the stable', fr. L. comes, 'com-

panion', and genitive of L. stabulum, 'stable'.

See count, 'title of nobility', and stable,

'stair.

constabulary, adj., pertaining to a constable; n.,

police. — ML. cdnstabuldrius, 'pertaining to

a constable.', fr. conestabulus, cdnstabulus, 'con-

stable', fr. Late L. comes stabuli. See constable

and adj. suff. -ary.

Constance, fern. PN. — Lit. 'constancy, firm-

ness', fr. L. cdnstantia. See next word.

constancy, n. — L. cdnstantia, 'steadfastness,

firmness, constancy', fr. cdnstdns, gen. -antis.

See next word and -cy and cp. Constance.

constant, adj. — ME., fr. F. constant, fr. L. cdn-

stantem, ace. of cdnstdns, 'firm, steadfast, un-

changeable, stable, constant', pres. part, of

cdnstdre, 'to stand firm, last, endure, preserve,

be settled, be certain, be evident', lit. 'to stand

together', fr. con- and stdre, 'to stand'. See state

and -ant and cp. cost.

Derivatives: constant, n., constant-ly, adv.

Constant, masc. PN. — L. Cdnstdns, lit. 'firm,

steadfast, constant'. See prec. word.

Constantine, masc. PN. — F., fr. L. Cdnstan-

tinus, a derivative of cdnstdns, gen. cdnstantis.

See constant and -ine (representing L. -inus) and

cp. prec. word.

Constantinian, adj., pertaining to the Roman em-

peror Constantine the Great or his period (306-

337). — For the ending see suff. -ian.

constellate, tr. and intr. v., to form into a con-

stellation; adj., constellated. — Late L. con-

stelldtus, 'starred, studded with stars', fr. con-

and L. stelldtus, 'starred', pp. of stelldre. See

stellate.

constellation, n. — Late L. cdnstelldtid, 'a col-

lection of stars', fr. cdnstelldtus . See prec. word

and -ion.

consternate, tr. v. — L. consterndtus, pp. of con-
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sternare. See next word and verbal suff. -ate.

consternation, n., dismay. — F., fr. L. consterna-

tionem, ace. of consterndtio, 'confusion, dis-

may, consternation', fr. consternatus, pp. ofcon-
sterndre, 'to stretch upon the ground, overcome,
confuse, alarm, dismay', which is prob. formed
fr. consternere, 'to throw down, prostrate, deject',

fr. con- and sternere, 'to spread out'. See stratum.

constipate, tr. v. — L. cdnstlpdtus, pp. of con-

stlpare, 'to press closely together', fr. con- and
stlpdre, 'to press together, stuff, cram'. See

stipate and cp. costive.

constipation, n. — L. constlpdtio, gen. -onis, 'a

pressing together', fr. cdnstlpdtus, pp. of cdn-

stlpdre. See prec. word and -ion.

constituency, n.— Formed fr. constituent on anal-

ogy of regency, etc. ; first used by Macauley.

constituent, adj. — L. constituens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of constituere. See next word and -ent.

Derivatives: constituent, n., constituent-ly, adv.

constitute, tr. v. — L. cdnstitUtus, pp. of consti-

tuere, 'to cause to stand, set, put, place, set up,

erect, establish, bring about, appoint, consti-

tute', fr. con- and statuere, 'to cause to stand,

place, set up'. See statute and cp. words there

referred to. For the change of Latin a (in sta-

tuere) to )" (in con-stltuere) see ahigeat and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: constitution (q.v.), const itut-ive,

adj. and n., constitut-ive-ly, adv., constitut-ive-

ness, n.

constitution, n. — F., fr. L. cdnslitationem, ace.

of cdnstitQtid, 'constitution, disposition, nature',

fr. conslitatus, pp. of constituere. See prec. word
and -ion.

Derivatives: conslilution-al, adj. and n., consti-

tution-al-istn, n., constitution-al-ist, n., constitu-

tion-al-ize, tr. v., constitution-al-ly, adv., con-

stitulion-er, n.

constitutor, n. — L., 'an arranger', fr. cdnstitUtus,

pp. of constituere. See constitute and agential

sufF. -or.

constrain, tr. v., to compel. — ME. constreinen,

fr. constraindre, constreindre (F. contraindre),

fr. L. conslringere, 'to draw or bind together, to

fetter, restrain', fr. con- and stringere, 'to bind,

tie'. Cp. It. coslringere, OProven?. costrenher,

Catal. costrenyer, Sp. constrenir. Port, constran-

ger, which all derive fr. L. constringere. See

stringent and cp. strain, v. Cp. also distrain, re-

strain and constringe, constrict.

Derivatives: constrain-ed, adj., constrain-ed-ly,

adv., constrain-ed-ness, n., constrain-er, n., con-

strain-ing, adj., constrain-ing-ly, adv.

constraint, n. — OF. constrainte, constreinte (F.

contrainte), prop. fern. pp. of constraindre, con-

streindre (F. contraindre). See prec. word.
constrict, tr. v., to draw together. — L. constric-

lus, pp. of constringere. See constrain.

Derivatives: constricl-ed, adj., constriction, con-

strictive, constrictor (qq.v.)

constriction, n. — L. constrictid, gen. -onis, 'a
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drawing or binding together', fr. cdnstrictus, pp.

of constringere. See constrain and -tion.

constrictive, adj. — F. constrictif (fem. constric-

tive), fr. Late L. constrictivus, fr. L. cdnstrictus,

pp. of constringere. See constrain and -ive.

constrictor, n. — ModL., fr. L. cdnstrictus, pp. of

constringere. See constrict and agential suff. -or.

constringe, tr. v., to constrict. — L. cdnstringere.

See constrain.

constringency, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -cy.

constringent, adj. — L. cdnstringens, gen. -entis,

pres. part oi cdnstringere. See constrain and -ent.

construable, adj. — Formed fr. construe with

suff. -able.

construct, tr. v. — L. cdnstructus, pp. of cdnstru-

ere, 'to heap or pile together, make by piling

up, make, fabricate, join together', fr. con- and

struere, 'to pile up, build, construct'. See struc-

ture and words there referred to and cp. esp.

construe, which is a doublet of construct.

Derivatives: construct, n., construct-er, n., con-

struction (q.v.), constructive (q.v.), construct-

or, n.

construction, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. cdnstruc-

tidnem, ace. of cdnstructid, 'a joining together',

fr. cdnstructus, pp. of cdnstruere. See prec, word
and -ion and cp. destruction.

Derivatives : construction-al, adj., constructional-

ly, adv., construction-ism, n.

constructive, adj. — ML. constructivus, fr. L. cdn-

structus, pp. of cdnstruere, 'to join together'.

See construct and -ive.

Derivatives: constructive-ly, adv., constructive-

ness, n., constructiv-ism, n., constructiv-ist, n.

construe, tr. and intr. v. — L. cdnstruere, 'to join

together'; a doublet of construct (q.v.)

Derivatives: construe, n., constru-er, n.

consubstantial, adj., having the same substance.

— Eccles. L. cdnsubslantidlis, fr. con- and L.

substantidlis, 'pertaining to the substance or

essence', fr. substantia. See sut>stance and -ial.

consubstantiality, n. — Eccles. L. cdnsuhstanti-

dlitds, fr. cdnsuhstantidtis. See prec. word and -ity.

consubstantiate, tr. v., to unite in one substance.

— Eccles. L. cdnsubstantidtus, pp. of cdnsub-

stantidre. See con- and substantiate.

consubstantiation, n.— Eccles. L. cdnsubstantidtid,

gen. -dnis, fr. cdnsubstantidtus, pp. of cdnsub-

stantidre. See prec. word and -ion and cp. sub-

stantiation,

consuetude, n., custom. — OF., fr. L. cdnsuetUdd,

fr. cdnsuetus, pp. of cdnsuescere, 'to accustom,

inure, habituate'. See custom and -tude and cp.

assuetude.

consuetudinary, adj., customary. — l^te L. cdn-

suetUdindrius, fr. L. cdnsuetUdd, gen. -tudinis.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative : consuetudinary, n.

consul, n. — L. cdnsul, 'either of the two chief

magistrates of the Roman state'. This word
prob. meant orig. 'convener, convoker', and is I
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rel. to cdnsulere, 'to take counsel, deliberate'.

See consult.

consular, adj.— L. cdnsuldris, fr. cdnsul. See prec.

word and -ar.

consularity, n., the office of a consul. — Late L.

cdnsuldritds, 'the office of a consul', fr. L. cdn-

suldris. See prec. word and -ity.

consulate, n. — L. cdnsuldtus, 'the office of a con-

sul, consulate', fr. cdnsul. See consul and subst.

suff. -ate.

consult, tr. and intr. v. — F. consulter, fr. L. cdn-

sultdre, 'to take the advice of, consult ; to con-

sider maturely, weigh, ponder', freq. formed fr.

cdnsultus, pp. of cdnsulere, 'to take counsel; to

consider, reflect, deliberate'. The verb cdnsulere

orig. meant 'to call or gather together', as in

cdnsulere sendtum, 'to call together the senate',

whence 'to ask the advice of, or to consult, the

senate'. The origin of cdnsulere is uncertain. In

consideration of its original meaning, it is perh.

formed fr. con- and I.-E. base *sel-, 'to take,

seize' ; see Thurneysen in Indogermanische For-

schungen, 21, 180. See sell and cp. consul,

counsel.

Derivatives: consultant, consultation (qq.v.),

consult-ative, consult-atory, adjs., consult-ee, n.,

consult-er, n., consult-ing, adj., consult-ive, adj.,

consult-ive-ly, adv.

consult, n., the act of consulting; consultation

{now rare). — L. cdnsultum, prop. neut. pp. of

cdnsulere. See consult, v.

consultant, n. — L. cdnsultdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of cdnsultdre. See consult and -ant.

consultation, n. — L. cdnsultdtid, gen. -dnis

(either directly or through the medium of F.

consultation), fr. cdnsulldtus, pp. of cdnsultdre.

See consult, v., and -ation.

consume, tr. and intr. v. — OF. consumer, fr. L.

cdnsHmere, 'to take entirely, eat, devour, con-

sume, destroy', fr. con- and sumere, 'to take up',

which is compounded of sub- and emere, 'to

,
take'. See assume and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives; consum-able, adj. and n., consum-

ed-ly, adv., consum-er, n., consum-ing, adj., con-

sum-ing-ly, adv., consum-ing-ness, n.

consummate, adj., consummated; complete, per-

fect. — L. cdnsummdtus, pp. of cdnsummdre,

"to accomplish, finish, complete', fr. con- and

summus, 'the highest, topmost'. See summit and
adj. suff. -ate and cp. consomme.

Derivative : consummate-ly, adv.

consummate, tr. v., to complete; to achieve. —
L. cdnsummdtus, pp. of cdnsummdre. See prec.

word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: consummation (q.v.), consummat-
ive, adj., consummat-ive-ly, adv., consummat-
ive-ness, n., consummator (q.v.)

consummation, n. — OF. (= F.) consommation,

fr. L. cdnsummdtidnem, ace. of cdnsummdtid, 'a

finishing, completing', fr. cdnsummdtus, pp. of

cdnsummdre. See consummate, v. and. adj., and
agential suff. -or.

contaminate

consummator, n. — Late L. consummator, fr. L.

cdnsummdtus, pp. of cdnsummdre. See consum-
mate, v., and -ion.

consumption, n. — L. cdnsumptio, gen. -dnis, fr.

cdnsUmptus, pp. of cdnsumere. See consume and
-tion and cp. sumption and words there re-

ferred to. Derivative: consumption-al, adj.

consumptive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

cdnsUmptus, pp. of cdnsumere. See consume.

Derivatives: consumptive, n., consumptive-ly,

adv., consumptive-ness, n., consumptiv-ity, n.

Consus, n., an ancient Roman god of the earth

and of agriculture {Roman mythol.) — L.

Cdnsus, a contracted form ofco/?rf/Y«j,'concealed,

hidden', pp. of condere. See abscond and cp.

words there referred to.

contabescence, n., a wasting away; atrophy. —
Formed from next word with suff. -ce.

contabescent, adj., wasting away; atrophied. —
L. contdbescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of con-

tdbescere, 'to waste away', fr. con- and tdbe-

scere, 'to melt gradually, waste or pine away,

decay', inchoative of tdbere, 'to melt, waste

away, be consumed'. See tabes and -escent and

cp. tabescent.

contact, n. — L. contdctus, 'a touching contact',

fr. contdctus, pp. of contingere, 'to touch close-

ly', fr. con- and tangere, 'to touch'. See tact.

Derivatives: contact, tr.v., contact-or, n. (electr.)

contactual, adj. — Formed fr. contact on analogy

of words like factual, actual. Cp. tactual.

Derivative: contactual-ly, adv.

contadino, n., an Italian peasant. — It., 'peasant',

fr. contado, 'peasantry', fr. L. comitdtus, 'escort,

retinue, court, a company', fr. comitdtus, pp. of

comitdri, 'to accompany'. See county.

contagion, n. — F., fr. L. contdgidnem, ace. of

conldgid, 'a touching contact; contagion, in-

fection', formed fr. con- and tdg-, extension

degree of tag-, the stem of tangere, 'to touch'.

See tangent and -ion and cp. contaminate.

Derivative: contagion-ed, adj.

contagious, adj. — ME., fr. OF. contagieus (F.

contagieux), fr. Late L. contdgidsus, fr. L. con-

tdgid. See contagion. Derivatives: contagious-

ly, adv., contagious-ness , n.

contain, tr. v. — ME. conteinen, fr. OF. (= F.)

contien-, pres. sing, stem of contenir, fr. VL.

*con-temre, which corresponds to L. continere,

'to hold together, hold fast, preserve, retain,

confine, restrain', fr. con- and tenere, 'to hold'.

See tenable and cp. contango, content, continent.

Cp. also abstain. Derivative : contain-er, n.

contaminable, adj. — L. contdmindbilis, 'that

which may be polluted', fr. contdmindre. See

next word and -able.

contaminate, tr. v., to render impure. — L. con-

tdmindtus, pp. of contdmindre, 'to bring into

contact, mingle, blend together; to defile, stain,

contaminate', fr. *contdmen, gen. *contdminis,

'contagion', which stands for *con-tag-s-men

and is formed fr. con- and *tag-, the stem of tan-
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gere, 'to touch'. See tangent, -men and verbal

suff. -ate and cp. contagion.

contamination, n. — L. contdmindtio, gen. -onis,

'a polluting, defilement, contamination', fr. con-

tdmindtus, pp. of contdmindre. See prec. word

and -ion.

contango, n., interest paid to postpone payment,

the opposite of backwardation {London Stock

Exchange). — Of uncertain origin; possibly

identical with Sp. contengo, 'I contain, refrain,

restrain, check, detain', inf. contener, fr. L. con-

tinere. See contain.

conte, n., story, tale. — F., etymologically the

same word as compte, 'account, reckoning', fr.

Late L. computus, fr. L. computdre, 'to sum up,

reckon', fr. com- and putdre, 'to think'. See

compute and cp. count, 'to reckon'. For sense

development cp. OE. tellan, 'to reckon, calcu-

late', later used in the sense of 'to narrate' (see

tell); cp. also the verbs recount and re-count

contemn, tr. v., to scorn. — L. contemnere, 'to

despise, scorn', fr. con- and temnere, 'to slight,

scorn, despise, disdain', which is of uncertain

origin. It. possibly stands for *temb-nere and

orig. meant 'to tread with one'sfeet',andiscogn.

with Gk. dxEfjipstv, 'to crush with the feet,

handle roughly, misuse', ON. stappa (for *stam-

pa), OHG. stampfon, stapfon, 'to pound in a

mortar'; see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., 11, pp.

657-658 s.v. temnere. See stamp, v., and cp.

contempt.

Derivatives: contemn-er, n., contemn-ing, adj.,

contemn-ing-ly, adv.

contemplate, tr. and intr. v. — L. contempldtus,

pp. of contempldre, also contempldri, 'to survey,

behold, observe', fr. con- and temptum, 'an open

place marked out by the augur for the obser-

vation of the sky, consecrated place, sanctuary,

temple'. See temple, 'place of worship', and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: contemplat-ing-ly, adv., contem-

plation (q.v.), contemplative (q.v.)

contemplation, n. — OF. (^ F.), fr. L. contem-

pldtidnem, ace. of contempldtid, 'an attentive

considering, surveying, contemplation', fr. con-

templdtus, pp. of contempldre. See contemplate

and -ion.

contemplative, adj. — OF. contemplatif(iem. con-

templative), fr. L. contempldtivus, fr. contem-

pldtus, pp. of contempldre. See contemplate and

-ive.

Derivatives: contemplalive-ly, adv., contempla-

tive-ness, n.

contemporaneity, n. — Formed with sufT. -ity fr.

L. contempordneiis. See next word.

contemporaneous, adj. — L. contempordneus, fr.

con- and tempus, gen. temporis, 'time'. See tem-

poral, 'pertaining to time'. For E. -ous, as equi-

valent to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: contemporaneous-ly, adv., contem-

poraneous-ness, n.

contemporary, adj. — Formed fr. con- and L.
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tempordrius, 'temporary'. See temporal, 'per-

taining to time'.

Derivatives: contemporary, n., contemporari-ly,

adv., contempor-ari-ness, n.

contemporize, tr. v., to make contemporary; intr.

v., to be contemporary. — A hybrid formed on

analogy of Gk. CTuyxpovit^civ, 'to be at the same

time', fr. con- (= Gk. auv-), L. tempus, gen.

temporis, 'time' (= Gk. xpovo?), and suff. -ize

(fr. Gk. -i^etv).

contempt, n., i) scorn; 2) disgrace; 3) disrespect

of court. — L. contemptus, 'a despising, con-

tempt, scorn', fr. contemptus, pp. of contemnere.

See contemn.

contemptibility, n. — Late TL.contemptibilitds, fr.

L. contemptibilis. See next word and -ity.

contemptible, adj. — L. contemptibilis, 'worthy of

scorn', fr. contemptus, pp. of contemnere. See

contemn and -ible.

Derivatives: contemptible-ness, n., contemptibl-

y, adv.

contemptuous, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr.

L. contemptus, 'scorn'. See contempt.

Derivatives: contemptuous-ly, adv., contemp-

tuous-ness, n.

contend, intr. v., to struggle, fight; to argue;

tr. v., to assert. — OF. contendre, fr. L. con-

tendere, 'to stretch out, exert, strive', fr. con-

and tendere, 'to stretch'. See tend, 'to move in a

certain direction'.

Derivatives: coniend-er, n., contend-ing, adj.,

contend-ing-ly, adv.

content, usually pi. : contents, n. — L. contentum,

neut. pp. of continere, 'to contain'. See contain.

content, adj. — F., fr. L. contentus, pp. of con-

tinere, 'to contain'. See contain and cp. prec.

word. F. content orig. meant 'bounded in one's

desires', whence arose the meaning 'having no

more desires', i.e. 'satisfied'.

Derivatives: content, n., state of being content,

content-ly, adv., conlent-ness, n.

content, tr. v., to make content. — F. contenter,

fr. Late L. contentdre, fr. L. contentus. See con-

tent, adj.

Derivatives: content-ed, adj., content-ed-ly, adv.,

content-ed-ness, n., content-ment , n.

contention, n., i) controversy; 2) point. — F., fr.

L. contenlidnem, ace. of contentio, 'a stretching,

straining, striving, strife', fr. contentus, pp. of

contendere. See contend and -ion.

Derivative: contention-al, adj.

contentious, adj. — F. contentieux (fem. con-

tentieuse), fr. L. contenlidsus, 'contentious, ob-

stinate, disputatious', fr. contentio. See prec.

word and -ous.

Derivatives: contentious-ly, adv., contentious-

ness, n.

conterminal, adj., conterminous. — ML. conter-

mindlis, fr. L. conlerminus. See next word and

adj. suff. -aL

conterminous, adj., having the same boundary. —
L. conterminus, 'bordering upon, neighboring'

I
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fr. con- and terminus, 'boundary'. See terminus.

Derivatives: conterminous-ly, adv., contermi-

nous-ness, n.

contessa, n., coimtess. •— It., fem. of conte,

'count', fr. L. comitem, ace. of comes, 'compan-

ion'. See count, 'title of nobility', and -ess.

contest, tr. and intr. v. — F. contester, fr. L. con-

testdrl, 'to caU to witness' (esp. in the legal term

contestdri litem, 'to introduce a lawsuit by cal-

ling witnesses, to bring an action'), fr. con- and

testdri, 'to be a witness, bear witness, testify',

fr. testis, 'witness'. See testament and cp. attest,

detest.

Derivatives: contest, n., contestant (q.v.), con-

testation (q.v.), contest-er, n., contest-ing-ly, adv.

contestant, n. — F., pres. part, of contester, fr.

L. contestdri. See prec. word and -ant.

contestation, n. — F., fr. L. contestdtionem, ace.

of contestdlid, 'an attesting, testimony', fr. con-

testdtus, pp. of contestdri. See contest and -ation

and cp. attestation, detestation,

context, n. — L. contextus, 'a joining together,

connection', fr. contextus, pp. of contexere, 'to

weave, join together, interweave, unite', fr. con-

and texere, 'to weave'. See text,

contextual, adj. — Formed fr. prec. word with

adj. suff. -al; first used by Coleridge. Cp.

textual.

Derivative : contextual-ly, adv.

contexture, n. — F., fr. L. contextus, pp. of con-

texere. See context and cp. texture,

contignation, n., a framing together of beams and

boards. — L. contigndtid, gen. -dnis, fr. con-

tigndtus, pp. of contigndre, 'to furnish with

beams', fr. con- and tignum, 'beam', which is of

uncertain origin. It stands perh. for *legnom,

and is cogn. with Arm. t'akn, 'cudgel, club',

Lett, stega, 'rod, pole, perch', Russ. stozar', of

s.m., OE. staca, 'stake'. See stake and cp. words

there referred to. For the ending see suff. -ation.

contiguity, n. — F. contiguite, fr. contigu, 'con-

tiguous', fr. L. contiguus. See next word and

-ity.

contiguous, adj., 1) touching; 2) near. — L. con-

tiguus, 'bordering upon, neighboring, conti-

guous', lit. 'touching', which stands for *con-

tag-uus, fr. con- and *tag-, the stem of tangere,

'to touch'. See tangent and cp. contingent. For

the change of Latin d to f in the second element

of compounds see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: contiguous-ly, adv., conliguous-

ness, n.

continence, n. — F., fr. L. continentia, 'a holding

in', fr. continens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of con-

tinere. See contain and -ence and cp. counte-

nance, which is a doublet of continence.

continent, adj. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. continentem,

ace. of continens, pres. part, of continere, 'to

hold together, retain', fr. con- and tenere, 'to

hold'. See contain and -ent. For the change of

l.uilLllluuua

Latin e (in tenere) to i (in con-tinere) see absti-

nence and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: continent-ly, adv.

continent, n. — L. continens, short for terra con-

tinens, 'the mainland, continent', lit. 'the land

that holds together', pres. part, of continere,

hence derivatively the same word as continent,

adj. (q.v.) Cp. F. continent, n., shortened fr. ear-

lier terre continente, literal rendering of L. terra

continens.

Derivatives: continent-al, adj. and n., continent-

alism, -ist (qq.v.), continent-al-ity, n.

continentalism, n. — A hybrid formed fr. L. con-

tinens (see continent) and the suffixes -al (fr. L.

-dlis) and -ism (fr. Gk. -lafio?).

contingency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

contingent, adj., i) happening by chance; 2) de-

pendent on. — L. contingens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of contingere, 'to touch on all sides, take

hold of, border upon, be related to, happen', fr.

con- and tangere, 'to touch'. See tangent. The

change of Latin 4 (in tangere) to i(in con-tingere)

is due to the Latin phonetic law accoi ling to

which in the unaccented closed radical syllable

of the second element of compounds, original

d followed by ng becomes f. Cp. impinge, in-

fringe.

Derivatives: contingent, n., contingent-ly, adv.

continual adj. — ME. continuel, fr. OF. (= F.)

continuel, fr. continu, 'continuous', fr. L. con-

tinuus. See continuous and adj. suff. -aL

Derivatives: continual-ity, n., continual-ly, adv.,

continual-ness, n.

continuance, n. — OF., fr. continuant. See next

word and -ce.

continuant, adj., continuing (obsol.) — F. con-

tinuant, fr. L. continuantem, ace. of continudns,

pres. part, of continudre. See continue and -ant.

Derivative; continuant, n., that which continues.

continuation, n. — F., fr. L. conlinudtionem, ace.

of continudtid, fr. continudtus, pp. of continudre.

See continue and -ation.

continuative, adj. — Late L. conlinudtivus, 'serv-

ing to connect the discourse', fr. L. continudtus,

pp. of continudre. See next word and -ative.

Derivatives: continuative-ly, adv., continuative-

ness, n.

continue, intr. and tr. v. — F. continuer, fr. L.

continudre, 'to join together, connect, unite,

make continuous, continue', fr. continuus. See

continuous and cp. discontinue.

Derivatives: continu-ed, adj., continu-ed-ly, adv.,

continu-ed-ness, n., continu-er, n.

continuity, n. — F. continuite, fr. L. continui-

tdtem, ace. of continuitds, fr. continuus. See next

word and -ity.

continuous, adj. — L. continuus, 'joining with

something, hanging together (in space or time),

uninterrupted', fr. continere, 'to hold together',

fr. con- and tenere, 'to hold'. For the change of

Latin S (in tinSre) to i" (in con-tinere) see absti-
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nence and cp. words there referred to. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: continuous-ly, adv., continuous-

ness, n.

continuum, n., a continuous series, a wliole. —
L., neut. of continuus. See continuous,

contline, n., space between the strands of a rope.

— Prob. for canttine, fr. cant, 'slope', and line,

conto, n., a million reis. — Port., 'a million', fr.

Late L. computus, 'a computation', fr. L. com-
putiire, 'to sum up, reckon'. See compute.

contorniate, adj., having a deep furrow round the

edge. — F., fr. It. contorniato, pp. ofcontorniare,

'to make a circuit, to outline', fr. contorno. See

contour and adj. sulT. -ate and cp. next word.

Derivative: contorniate, n.

contorno, n., contour. — It. See contour and cp.

prec. word.

contort, tr. v., to twist, distort. — L. contortus,

pp. of contorquere, 'to twist together', fr. con-

and torquere, 'to turn, twist'. See torque and cp.

distort, extort, retort.

Derivatives: contort-ed, adj., contort-ed-ly, adv.,

contort-ed-ness, n., contortion (q.v.), contort-

ive, adj.

contortion, n.— L. contortio, gen. -onis, 'a whirl-

ing round, intertwining', fr. contortus, pp. of

contorquere. See contort and -ion and cp.

torsion.

Derivatives: contortion-al, adj., contortion-ate,

adj., coiitor-tion-ed, adj., contonion-ist (q.v.)

contortionist, n., an acrobat who twists his body.
— See contortion and -ist and cp. distortlon-ist.

contour, n., outline. — p., formed under the in-

fluence of tour, 'turn', fr. It. contorno, 'circuit,

outline, contour; fr, contornare, 'to compass
about, to outline', fr. con- and tornare, 'to turn'

(see turn) ; introduced into Hnglish by the diarist

John Evelyn (1620-1706).

Derivative: contour, tr. v.

conlourne, adj., turned about (said of an animal;

her.) — P.. pp. of contourner, 'to turn about',

fr. It. contornare. See prec. word.

contra, adv.. prep, and n. — L. contra. Sec
contra-.

contra-, pref meaning 'against, opposite to". —
L. contra, 'against, facing, opposite, contrary

to, opposed to', prop. abl. fcm, sing, of *com-
iro, which was formed fr. OL. com, 'with, to-

gether with' and -tr, zero degree of the compar.
suff. -ter-, which appears in L. alter, 'the other

(of two)". Contra orig. denoted the being to-

gether of two things compared with each other.

For the first clement see com-. For the second
sec -ther and cp. words there referred to. Cp.
also counter, adv., contrary, country, and the first

element in contrast.

contraband, n. — P. conlrebande, fr. earlier It.

contrahando (now spelled contrahhando), fr.

contra- and bando, 'proclamation'. See ban,

'edict', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: contraband, adj., contraband-age.

n., contraband-ery, n., contraband-ism, n., con-

traband-ist, n.

contrabass, n., bass viol, double bass {mus.) —
Formed fr. contra- and bass,

contraception, n., birth control. — Formed fr.

contra- and (con)ception.

contraceptive, adj., preventing conception. — See
prec. word and -ive.

contract, n. — OF. (F. contrat), fr. L. contractus,

'a contract, agreement', fr. contractus, pp. of
contrahere, 'to draw together, collect, bring

about, conclude a bargain, make a contract',

fr. con- and trahere, 'to draw'. See tract,

contract, tr. and intr. v. — L. contractus, pp. of
contrahere. See contract, n., and cp. the verb
abstract and words there referred to.

Derivatives: contract-ed, adj., contract-ed-ly,

adv., contract-ed-ness, n., contract-er, n., con-

tractile (q.v.), contraction (q.v.), contract-ive,

adj., contract-ive-ly, adv., contracl-ive-ness, n.,

contractor (q.v.), contracture (q.v.)

contractile, adj., i) having the power of con-
tracting; 2) producing contraction. — F., fr.

contracter, 'to draw together', fr. L. contractus,

pp. of contrahere. See contract, n., and -ile.

contractility, n. — F. contractilite, fr. contractile.

Sec prec. word and -ity.

contraction, n. — P., fr. L. contractionem, ace. of
contractio, 'a drawing together', fr. contractus,

pp. of contrahere. See contract, n., and -ion.

Derivative: contraction-al, adj.

contractor, n. — Late L., fr. L. contractus, pp. of
contrahere. See contract and agential suff. -or.

contractual, adj., pertaining to a contract. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. contractus, 'con-

tract'. See contract, n.

Derivative: contraclual-ly, adv.

contracture, n., a condition of permanent con-

traction of the muscles {med.) — p., fr. L. con-

tractHra, 'a drawing together', fr. contractus, pp.
of contrahere. See contract, n., and -ure.

Derivative: contractur-ed, adj.

contradict, tr. and intr. v. — L. contrddictus, pp.
of contradicere, 'to speak against', fr. contra-

and dicere, 'to say'. See diction.

Derivatives: contradict-er, n., contradiction,

contradictious (qq.v.), conlradict-ive, adj., con-

tradicl-ive-ly, adv., contradict-ive-ness, n. contra-

dictor, contradictory (qq.v.)

contradiction, n. — P., fr, L. contradictionem,

ace, of contrddictio, 'a reply, objection, counter-

argument', lit. 'a speaking against', fr. contrd-

dictus, pp. of contradicere. See contradict and
-ion.

contradictious, adj., inclined to contradict. — See

contradict and -ious.

Derivatives: contradictious-ly, adv., conlradic-

tious-ness, n.

contradictor, n. — Late L. contradictor, 'one who
replies or objects, an opponent', fr. L. contrd-

dictus, pp. of contradicere. See contradict and
agential suff. -or.
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contradictory, adj. — Late L. contradictorius,

'containing a contradiction or objection', fr, L.

contrddictus, pp. of contradicere. See contradict

and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivatives: contradictory, n., contradictori-ly,

adv., contradictori-ness , n.

contradistinct, adj. — Formed fr. contra- and
distinct.

Derivatives : contradistinct-ion, n., contradistinct-

ive, adj., contradistinct-ive-ly, adv., contradis-

tinct-ly, adv.

contradistinguish, tr. v. — Formed fr. contra-

and distinguish,

contrahent, adj., contracting. — L. contrahens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of contrahere, 'to make
a contract'. See contract and -ent and cp. at-

trahent.

Derivative: contrahent, n., a contracting party.

contralto, n., the lowest female voice (mus.) —
It., compounded of contra, 'against, opposite

to', and alto, 'high'. See contra- and alto,

contraposition, n. — Late L. contrdpositio, gen,

-onis, fr. contrdpositus, pp. of contrdpdnere, 'to

place opposite', fr. contra- and L. pdnere, 'to

put, place'. See position,

contraption, n., a contrivance (colhq.) — An in-

vented word prob. suggested by contrive and
apt.

contrapuntal, adj., pertaining to counterpoint

(mus.)— Formed with adj. suff. -alfr.It. contrap-

punlo, fr, ML. cantus contrapunclus. See coun-

terpoint,

contrapuntist, n., one skilled in counterpoint

(mus.) — It. contrappunlista, fr. contrappunto.

See prec. word and -ist.

contrariant, adj., opposed, contrary (rare). —
OP, (— p,) contrariant, fr. Late L. contrdrian-

tem, ace. of contrarians, pres. part, of contrd-

ridre, 'to oppose, cross, thwart', fr. L. contrdrius.

See contrary and -ant.

contrariety, n. — F, contrariete, fr. Late L. con-

trdrietdm, ace, of contrdrietds, 'opposition', fr.

L. contrdrius. See contrary and -ity.

contrarious, adj. — OF, contrarios, fr, ML. con-

trdriosus, fr. L. contrdrius. See contrary and
-ous.

Derivatives: contrarious-ly, adv., contrarious-

ness, n,

contrariwise, adv, — Compounded of contrary

and -wise,

contrary, adj, — ME, contrarie, fr, OP. contrarie,

contraire (F. contraire), fr. L. contrdrius, 'oppo-
site, contrary, opposed', fr, contrd, 'against, op-

posite to'. See contra- and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: contrary, n. and adv., contrari-ly,

adv.

contrast, tr. and intr. v. — F. contrasler, 'to con-
trast', refashioned after It. contraslare, fr. OF.
contrester, 'to strive against, dispute', fr. VL.
*contrdstdre, 'to oppose', fr. L. contrd stare, 'to

stand against', fr. contrd, 'against', and stare,

'to stand'. See contra- and state.

Derivatives: contrast-ive, adj., contrast-ive-ty,

adv.

contrast, n. — F., fr. It. contrasto, fr. contrastare.

See contrast, v.

contrate, adj., having the teeth at right angles to

the surface (said of the wheels of a watch). —
Lit. 'opposite', fr. L. contrd. See contra- and
adj. suff. -ate.

contravallation, n., a chain of fortifications raised

round an invested place (fort^ — F. contre-

vallation, fr. contre, 'against' (fr. L. contrd), and
Late L. valldtio, gen. -onis, 'entrenchment', fr.

L. valldre, 'to surround with a rampart', fr. val-

lum, 'rampart'. See contra-, vallum and -ation

and cp. circumvallate.

contravene, tr. v., i) to oppose; 2) to infringe;

3) to violate. — F. contrevenir, fr. Late L. contrd-

venire, 'to oppose', fr. contra- and venire, 'to

come'. See come and cp. venue, 'arrival'.

Derivative: contraven-er, n.

contravention, n. — Formed fr. Late L. contrd-

vent-(um), pp. stem of contrdvenlre. See prec.

word and -ion.

contrayerva, n., a tropical American plant (Dor-

stenia contrayerba). — Sp. contrayerba, lit.

'counter herb' i.e. 'antidote for poison', fr. L.

contrd, 'against', and hierba, yerha, 'herb'. See
contra- and herb and cp. yerba.

contretemps, n., a mishap. — F., fr. contre,

'against' (fr. L. contrd), and temps (fr. L. tempus),

'time'. See contra- and temporal, 'pertaining to

time', and cp. tempus.

contribute, tr. and intr, v. — L, contributus, pp.
of contribuere, 'to bring together, unite, collect,

dispose, arrange', fr. con- and tribuere, 'to as-

sign, allot, bestow, give, grant'. See tribute.

Derivatives: contribution (q.v,), contribut-ive,

adj., contrihut-ive-ly, adv., contribut-ive-ness, n.,

contribut-or, n., contribut-ory, adj.

contribution, n, — F,, fr. Late L. contribdlionem,

ace. of contributid, fr. L. contributus, pp. of con-

tribuere. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: contribution-al, adj.

contrite, adj. — OF. (= F.) conlrit, fr. L. con-

tritus, 'ground, bruised', pp. of conterere, 'to

grind, bruise; to wear away by rubbing', fr.

con- and terere, 'to rub, grind, wear away'.

Derivatives: contrite-ly, adv., contrite-ness, n.

contrition, n. — OF. contriciun (P. contrition),

fr. L. contritionem, ace. of contritio, 'a grinding,

bruising, grief, contrition', fr. contritus, pp. of

conterere. See prec. word and -ion.

contrivance, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -ance.

contrive, tr. and intr. v. — ME. controven, con-

trueven, contreven, fr. OP. contrueve, 3rd person

pres, o{ controver, contreuver (F . controuver), 'to

find out, invent', fr, con- and OF. trover, 'to

compose verses; to invent; to find' (whence P.

trouver, 'to find'). See trover and cp. retrieve.

Cp. also contraption.

Derivative: contriv-er, n.



346

control, tr. v. — F. controler, fr. contrdle, 'con-

trol register, roll, list', fr. OF. contrerole, 'control

register', which is formed fr. centre, 'against'

(fr. L. contra), and OF. role (F. role), 'roll' (fr.

L. rotulus). See contra- and roll.

Derivatives: controll-able, adj., controller (q.v.),

controll-ing-ly, adv., control-ment, n.

control, n. — F. contrdle. See control, v.

controller, n. — AF. contrerollour, corresponding

to OF. contrerolleor (whence F. controleur). See

control, v., and agential suff. -er and cp.

comptroller.

contioversial, adj. — Laie L. coittroversidlis, 'per-

taining to controversy', fr. L. controversia. See

next word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: controversial-ism, n., controversial-

ist, n., controversial-ly, adv.

controversy, n., dispute. — L. controversia, fr.

controversus, 'turned against, disputed, quest-

ionable', fr. contro-, a collateral form of contrd-

and versus, pp. of vertere, 'to turn'. See contra-

and version and cp. next word.

controvert, tr. v., to dispute. — Back formation

fr. L. controversus (see prec. word), on analogy

of the verbs convert, invert, pervert, etc. See

prec. word.

Derivative : controvert-er, n.

contubernium, n., tent companionship. — L., fr.

con- and taberna, 'tent'. See tavern.

contumacious, adj., obstinate, stubborn, dis-

obedient. — Formed with suff. -ious fr. L. con-

tumdx, gen. -dels, 'haughty, insolent, obstinate',

which is prob. formed fr. con- and the base of

tumere, 'to swell, swell with pride'. See tumid

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

contumely. — L. contumdx is not rel. to con-

temnere, 'to scorn, esteem lightly' (see con-

temn).

Derivatives: contumacious-ly, adv., contuma-

cious-ness, n.

contumacy, n., stubbornness, disobedience. — L.

contumdcia, 'haughtiness, insolence, stubborn-

ness', fr. contumdx, gen. -dcis. See prec. word

and -y (representing L. -id).

contumelious, adj., contemptuously insolent. —
OF. contumetieus, fr. L. contumelidsus, 're-

proachful, insolent abusive', fr. contumelia. See

next word and -ous.

Derivatives : contumelious-ly, adv., contumelious-

ness, n.

contumely, n., contemptuous insolence. — OF.

contumelie, fr. L. con umelia, 'insult, affront,

disgrace, ignominy', from the adj. *contumelis,

'haughty, insolent', which is rel. to contumdx,

'haughty, insolent'. See contumacy.

contimd, tr. v., to contuse. — L. contundere, 'to

beat, bruise'. See next word.

contuse, tr. v., to bruise. — L. contOsus, pp. of

contundere, 'to beat, bruise', fr. con- and tundere,

'to beat, strike, stump'. See tund.

contusion, n., a bruise. — F., fr. L. contOsionem,

ace. of contHsio, 'a crushing, bruising', fr. con-

tUsus, pp. of contundere. See prec. word and -ion

and cp. obtusion.

Derivative: contusion-ed, adj.

conundrum, n., a riddle. — Of uncertain origin.

Conuropsis, n., a genus of parakeets (ornithol.)—
ModL., formed fr. Gk. xmvo;, 'cone', oupd,

'tail', and otj'ii;, 'sight'. Sec cono-, uro-, 'tail-',

and opsis.

convalesce, intr. v., to recover from illness. — L.

convalescere, 'to regain health', fr. con- and

valescere, 'to grow strong', inchoative of valere,

'to be well, be strong'. See valiant and -esce and

cp. vale, interj.

convalescence, n. — F., fr. L. convalescentia, 'a

regaining of health', fr. convalescens, gen. -entis.

See next word and -ce.

convalescent, adj. and n. — L. convalescens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of convalescere. See convalesce

and -ent.

Convallaria, n., a genus of plants, the lily of the

valley (hot.) — ModL., fr. con- and L. vallis,

'valley'. See vale, n., and -la.

convection, n., transference of heat by the move-

ment of the heated particles. — L. convectio,

gen. -onis, 'a carrying together', fr. convectus',

pp. of convehere, 'to carry together', fr. con- and

vehere, 'to carry'. See vehicle and -ion.

convective, adj., i) conveying; 2) pertaining to,

or of the nature of, convection. — Formed with

suff. -ive fr. L. convectus, pp. of convehere. See

prec. word.

Derivative: convective-ly, adv.

convenance, n., i) conventional usage; 2) pro-

priety. — F., 'fitness, suitability, decency, con-

venience', fr. convenant, pres. part, of convenir,

'to suit, agree', fr. L. convenire. See next word
and -ance.

convene, tr. and intr. v., to assemble. — F. con-

venir, 'to suit, agree', fr. L. convenire, 'to come
together, assemble', fr. con- and venire, 'to

come'. See come and cp. venue, 'arrival'. Cp. also

convent, covenant.

Derivative: conven-er,i\.

convenience, n. — L. convenientia, 'agreement,

fitness, suitability', fr. conveniens, gen. -entis.

See next word and -ce.

convenient, adj.— L. conveniens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of convenire, 'to be suitable', lit. 'to come
together'. See convene and -ent.

Derivatives: convenient-ly, adv., convenient-

ness, n.

convent, n. — L. conventus, 'meeting, assembly',

lit. 'a coming together', fr. conventus, pp. of con-

venire; see convene. Cp. AF. covent (whence ME.
covent), OF., F. couvent, OProven?. coven, 'con-

vent', fr. Eccles. L. cd(n)ventus, of s.m., fr. L.

conventus. Cp. also covenant, covin.

conventicle, n., i) a secret religious assembly;

2) the place of such an assembly. — L. conven-

ticulum, 'a small assembly', dimin. of conventus.

See prec. word and -cle.

convention, n. — F., fr. L. conventionem, ace. of
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conventio, meeting, assembly, agreement', lit. 'a

coming together', fr. conventus, pp. of convenire.

See convene and -ion.

Derivatives: conventional (q.v.), convention-

ary, adj.

conventional, adj.— L. conventiondlis, 'pertaining

to an agreement', fr. conventio, gen. -onis. See

convention and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: conventional-ism, n., conventional-

ist, n., conventional-ize, tr. v., conventional-ly,

adv.

conventual, adj. and n. — Eccles. L. conventudlis,

'pertaining to a convent', fr. L. conventus. See

convent and adj. suff. -al.

converge, intr. and tr. v., to meet in a point. —
L. convergere, 'to incline or turn toward one

another', fr. con- and vergere, 'to turn, bend,

incline'. See verge, v.

convergence, eonvergency, n. — Formed from
next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

convergent, adj. and n. — L. convergens, -entis,

pres. part, of convergere. See converge and -ent.

conversance, conversancy, n. — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

conversant, adj., acquainted (with).— OF. (= F.)

conversant, pres. part, of converser. See con-

verse, v., and -ant.

Derivative : conversant-ly, adv.

conversation, n. — F., fr. L. conversdtionem, ace.

of conversdtid, 'frequent abode in a place, inter-

course, conversation', fr. conversdtus, pp. of

conversdri, 'to associate with'. See converse, v.,

and -ation.

Derivatives: conversation-able, adj., conversa-

tion-al, adj., conversation-al-ist, n., conversation-

al-ly, adv., conversation-ism, n., conversation-

ist, n.

conversazione, n., a social gathering for conver-

sation on literary or other learned subjects. —
It., fr. L. conversationem, ace. of conversdtid.

See prec. word.

converse, intr. v. — F. converser, 'to talk, dis-

course, converse', fr. L. conversdri, 'to turn

round, to abide, remain, live', fr. con- and ver-

sdri, 'to abide, remain, live', lit. 'to be turned',

passive of versdre, freq. of vertere, pp. versus,

'to turn'. See version.

Derivatives: converse, n., conversation (q.v.),

convers-able, adj., convers-able-ness, n., convers-

abl-y, adv.

converse, adj., reversed in order. — L. conversus,

pp. of convertere, 'to turn about'. See convert.

conversion, n. — F., fr. L. conversionem, ace. of

conversid, 'a turning round', fr. convertere, 'to

turn round'. See con- and version and cp.

convert.

Derivatives: conversion-al, conversion-ary, adjs.

conversive, adj. — F. conversif {fern, conversive),

fr. L. conversus, pp. of convertere. See convert

and -ive.

convert, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) convertir, fr. VL.
*convertire, corresponding to L. convertere, 'to

turn round', which is formed fr. con- and ver-

tere, 'to turn'. See version.

Derivatives: convert, n., convert-er, n., con-

vertible (q.v.), convert-ive, adj.

convertible, adj. — F., fr. Late L. convertibilis,

'changeable', fr. L. convertere. See prec. word
and -ibie.

Derivatives: convertible, n., convertibil-ity, n.,

convertible-ness, n., convertibl-y, adv.

convex, adj. — F. convexe, fr. L. convexus, 'vault-

ed, arched', which is usually explained as lit.

meaning 'brought together', and connected

with convehere, 'to bring together', but it is

more probable that it stands for *con-vac-sos, fr.

con- and T.-E. base *waq-, *wa-n-q-, 'to be curv-

ed', whence also OI. vdncati, 'moves to and
fro', vacydte, 'swings, oscillates', vakrdh, 'curv-

ed, crooked', vaHcayati, 'slips away, deceives',

Avestic -vashta, 'curved', L. vacilldre, 'to sway,

waver, vacillate', W. gwaeth (for *vakto-),

'worse', gwaethaf, 'worst', Co. gweth, 'worse',

OE. wdh, 'crooked, perverse, wrong' ; see Walde-
Hofmann, LEW., I, pp. 268-69. See vacillate.

I.-E. base *waq- is rel. to base *wag-, 'to bend';

see vagary and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: convex, n. and v., convex-ed, adj.,

convex-ed-ly, adv., convex-ed-ness, n., convex-

ly, adv., convex-ness, n.

convey, tr. v. — OF. conveier, convoier (F. con-

voyer), 'to escort', fr. VL. *convidre, lit. 'to go

together with somebody', fr. con- and via, 'way'.

See via, n., and cp. convoy, v., which is a doublet

of convey.

Derivatives: convey-al, n., convey-ance, n., con-

vey-anc-er, n., convey-anc-ing, n., convey-er,

convey-or, n.

convicium, n., the offence of reviling a person

(civil law). — L. convicium, 'a loud noise, out-

cry, reviling, insult', for *con-vec-iom, lit. 'a

speaking together', fr. con- and a gradational

variant of vox, gen. vdcis, 'voice, sound'. See

voice and cp. convoke, convocation.

convict, tr. v., to find guilty. — L. convictus, pp.

of convincere, 'to prove guilty'. See convince.

Derivatives: convict-able, convict-ible, adj., con-

viction (q.v.), convict-ive, adj., convict-ive-ly,

adv., convict-ive-ness, n.

convict, n., a person found guilty. — L. convictus,

pp. of convincere. See convict, v.

conviction, n., i) a convicting; 2) a firm belief. —
Eccles. L. convictid, gen. -onis, 'proof, demon-
stration', fr. L. convictus, pp. of convincere. See

next word and -ion.

Derivative : conviction-al, adj.

convince, tr. v. — L. convincere, 'to overcome,

conquer, prove wrong, refute', fr. con- and vin-

cere, 'to conquer, overcome'. See vincible.

Derivatives: convinc-ed, adj., convinc-ed-ly, adv.,

convinc-ed-ness, n., convince-ment, n., convinc-

er, n., convinc-ible, adj., convinc-ing, adj., con-

vinc-ing-ly, adv., convinc-ing-ness, n.

convivial, adj., sociable. — L. convlvidlis, 'per-
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taining to a feast, festal', fr. convivium, 'a feast',

lit. 'a living together', fr. con- and vivere, 'to

live'. See vital and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: convivial-ist, n., convivial-ity, n.,

convivial-ly, adv.

convocation, n. — F., fr. L. convocationem, ace. of

convocdtio, 'a calling together, convoking', fr.

convocdtus, pp. of convocdre. See next word and

-ation.

Derivatives: convocation-al, adj., convocation-

al-ly, adv.

convoke, tr. v. — F. convoquer, fr. L. convocdre,

'to call together, assemble, convoke', fr. con- and

vocdre, 'to call' . See voice and cp. invoke, provoke.

Derivative : convok-er, n.

Convoluta, n. pL, a genus of flatworms (hel-

minthol.)— ModL., neut. pi. of L. convoliitus.

See next word.

convolute, adj., rolled up together. — L. con-

voliitus, pp. of convolvere. See next word.

Derivatives : convolut-ed, adj., convolute-ly, adv.,

convolut-ion, n., convolut-ion-al, adj., convolut-

ion-ary, adj., convolut-ive , adj.

convolve, tr. v., to roll up together; intr. v., to

revolve together. — L. convolvere, 'to roll to-

gether, roll round, roll up', fr. con- and volvere,

'to roll'. See volute and cp. prec. word.

Convolvulaceae, n.. pi., a family of plants, the

morning-glory family ibot.) — ModL., formed

fr. Convolvulus with suff. -aceae.

convolvulaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Convolvulus, n., a genus of plants, the bindweed

(bot^) — L. convolvulus, 'the bindweed', a dimi-

nutive noun formed fr. convolvere, 'to roll to-

gether'. See convolve and -ule.

convoy, tr. v., to escort for protection. — OF.
convoier (F. convoyer), 'to escort', fr. VL. con-

vidre, lit. 'to go together with somebody'. Con-

voy is the doublet of convey (q.v.)

convoy, n., a protecting escort. — OF. (= F.)

convoi, fr. convoier, 'to convoy'. See convoy, v.

convulse, tr. v., to shake violently. — L. convul-

sus, pp. of convellere, 'to tear up, pull up, shake,

destroy, overthrow', fr. con- and vellere, 'to

pluck, pull, twitch'. See vellicate and cp. words

there referred to.

convulsion, n. — L. convulsid, gen. -dnis, 'cramp,

convulsion', fr. convulsus, pp. of convellere. See

prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: convulsion-al, convulsion-ary, adjs.

convulsive, adj. — F. convulsif (km. convulsive),

fr. L. convulsus, pp. of convellere. See convulse

and -Ive.

Derivatives: convulsive-ly, adv., convulsive-

ness, n.

cony, coney, n., a rabbit. — ME. coning, coni, fr.

OF. conin, fr. L. cuniculus, 'rabbit', a word of

Sp.-Iberian origin. Cp. Basque unchi, 'rabbit'.

Cp. also cuniculus. The alteration of OF. -in

to ME. -ing is due to a change of suff. ; cp. pud-

ding, fr. F. boudin.
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coo, intr. and tr. v., to utter the sound character-

istic of doves and pigeons. — Of imitative ori-

gin; coined by John Dryden (1631-1700).

Derivatives: coo, n., coo-er, n., coo-ing, adj.,

coo-ing-ly, adv.

cooee, cooey, interj. and n., cry used as a signal

by the Australian aborigines and adopted by

the Australian colonists. — Of imitative origin.

cooja, n., an earthenware jar {India). — Hind.

kajd, fr. Pers. kQza, which is rel. to Avestic

xawza-, 'pot'.

cook, n. — ME. coc, fr. OE. coc, fr. VL. cocus,

fr. L. coquus, 'cook', fr. coquere, 'to cook'

(whence L. coquirm, culina, 'kitchen', rel. to Os-

can popina, of s.m.), cogn. with OI. pdcati,

'cooks',pdcyate, 'ripens' (intr.), pakvdh, 'cooked,

ripe', Toch. B pepakfu, 'cooked', A p(u)kalune,

'ripening'. Arm. ephem, 'cook', Aac, 'bread', Gk.
TT^oaeiv, TrsTTTEiv, 'to soften, ripen, boil, cook',

TT^TTcov, 'cooked by the sun, ripe, soft, sweet', the

second element in apTo-KOTro? (for *apTo-7T6K05),

'baker', lit. 'bread baker'. Alb. pjek, 'I bake',

Lith. kepii, kepti (metathesis for *peku, *pekti),

'to bake, roast', OSlav. *pekg, *pesti, 'to bake',

pecenH, 'roasted', peka, 'heat', pec?", 'oven', OE.

d-figen, 'roasted', W. pobi, Co. pobas, 'to bake',

W. poeth, 'cooked, baked, hot', Bret, pobet,

'baked'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*peq"'- (in Latin and in the Celtic languages assi-

milated into *q"'eq"'-), 'to cook'. Cp. apricot, bis-

cuit, concoct, cotta, culinary, decoct, dyspepsia,

kiln, kitchen, melon, pepo, pepsin, peptic, preco-

cious, pucka, pumpkin, quittor, terra cotta, and

the second element in crumpet, drupe.

Derivatives: cook, tr. and intr. v., cook-er, n.,

cook-ery, n.

cooky,also cookie, n., a small cake.— Du. koekje,

dimin. of koek, 'cake'. See cake and dimin.

suff. -y.

cool, adj. — ME. cole, fr. OE. col, rel. to MDu.
coel, Du. koel, OHG. kuoli, MHG. kuele, G.

kUhl, 'cool', ON. kala, OE. calan, 'to be cold,

freeze', fr. I.-E. base *gel-, 'cold, to freeze',

whence also L. geld, 'frost, cold', geldre, 'to

freeze', gelidus, 'icy, frosty', glacies, 'ice'. Cp.

cold, chill, keel, 'to keep cool', Cp. also congeal,

gelatin, gelid, glacier, jelly.

Derivatives: cool, n., cool, v. (q.v.), cool-ly, adv.,

cool-ness, n.

cool, intr. and tr. v. — OE. colian, 'to grow cold,

to cool', fr. col, 'cool'. Cp. OE. celan, 'to make

cold', fr. earlier *kdljan, hence derivatively

identical with OE. colian. See cool, adj.

Derivatives: cool-er, n., cool-ing, adj., cool-ing-

ly, adv., cool-ing-ness, n.

coolie, cooly, n., an unskilled laborer in Asia. —
Hind, quli, prob. fr. Kuli, Koli, name of an

aboriginal tribe of Gujarat, India.

coolth, n. — Formed fr. cool with suff. -tb (on

analogy of warmth, fr. warm). Cp. illth, formed

on the analogy of wealth.

coomb, coom, n., a measure of grain. — ME.
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combe, fr. OE. cumb, 'vessel, a measure', rel. to

MLG. kump, MHG., G. kumpf, 'a deep basin,

bowl, trough', G. Kumme, 'a deep bowl'.

coomb, combe, n., a deep valley. — OE. cumb, of

Celtic origin. See combe.

coon, n., i) a raccoon; 2) a Negro. — Shortened

from raccoon (q.v.)

cooncan, n., a card game. — Corruption of

conquian.

coop, n. — ME. cope, 'a basket', corresponding

to OE. *ciipe (cp. OE. cype, 'cask'), fr. L. cdpa,

'cask, tub'. See cup.

Derivative : cooper (q.v.)

cooper, n., one who makes barrels. — ME. cou-

per, prob. fr. MLG. kuper (cp. Du. kuiper, G.

Kiifer, of s.m.), fr. L. cdpa. See prec. word and

agential sulT. -er.

Derivatives: cooper-age, n., cooper-y, n.

cooper, also coper, n., a kind of vessel. — Du.

koper, 'trading vessel', fr. kopen, 'to buy,

trade', fr. koop, 'purchase'. See cheap, n.

co-operant, adj. and n. — Late L. cooperdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of cooperdri. See co-operate

and -ant.

co-operate, intr. v. — Fr. Late L. cooperdlus,

pp. of cooperdri, 'to work together with', fr. co-

and L. operdrl, 'to work, labor'. See operate.

Derivatives: co-operation (q.v.), co-operat-ive,

adj. and n., co-operat-ive-ly, adv., cooperat-ive-

ness, n.

co-operation, n. — Late L. cooperdtid, 'a working

together', fr. cooperdtus, pp. of cooperdri. See

prec. word and -ion.

Cooperia, n., a genus of plants of the amaryllis

family (iof.) — ModL., named after Daniel

Cooper, an English botanist of the 19th cent.

For the ending see suff. -ia.

co-opt, tr. v. — L. cooptdre, 'to choose, elect', fr.

CO- and optdre, 'to wish, desire, require, demand,

choose'. See option and cp. adopt.

co-optation, n. — L. cooptdtio, gen. -dnis, fr.

eooptdtus, pp. of cooptdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

co-optative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

eooptdtus, pp. of cooptdre. See co-opt and cp.

optative.

co-ordinate, adj. — Formed fr. co- and ordinate

(fr. L. drdindtus).

Derivatives : co-ordinate, n. and tr. v., co-ordinat-

ion, n, co-ordinat-ive, adj., co-ordinat-or, n.,

co-ordinat-ory, adj.

coot, n., a web-footed water bird. — ME. cote,

coote, rel. to Du. koet; of uncertain origin.

cop, n., the top of anything; a mound. — ME.
cop, coppe, fr. OE. cop, copp, 'summit', rel. to

OE. cuppe, 'cup', ON. koppr, 'cup-shaped ves-

sel', MLG. kopp, OHG. chuph, kopf, 'cup',

MHG. kopf, 'drinking vessel; skull', G. Kopf,
'head', Du. kop, 'head; cup'. AU these words
are traceable to Late L. cuppa, 'cup'. See cup

and cp. kopje. For the sense development of the

Teut. words cp. corrie and tete-d-tSte.

cop, tr. v., to catch, arrest (slang). — A dial. var.

of obsol. cap, 'to seize', which derives fr. OF.
caper, 'to seize', fr. L. capere. See captive and

cp. copper, 'policeman'.

cop, n., a policeman (slang). — Shortened fr. cop-

per, 'policeman'.

copaiba, n., an oily resin obtained from trees of

the genus Copaiva (pharm.) — Sp. and Port.

copaiba, fr. Tupi copaiba.

Copaifera, also Copaiva, n., a genus of trees of

the senna family (bot.)— ModL. See prec. word
and -ferous.

copal, n., a resin. — Sp. copal, fr. Nahuatl

copalli, 'resin'.

coparcenary, n., joint heirship. — Formed fr. co-

and parcenary,

coparcener, n., a joint heir. — Formed fr. co- and

parcener,

copartner, n. — Formed fr. co- and partner.

Derivatives: copartner-y, n., copartner-ship, n.

cope, n., a long mantle worn by ecclesiastics. —
ME. cope, fr. earlier cape, fr. Late L. cappa,

'hood, mantle'. See cape, 'a sleeveless cloak',

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: cope, tr. v., to dress in, or furnish

with, a cope, coping (q.v.)

cope, intr. v., to struggle, deal with. — ME. cou-

pen, fr. OF. colper, couper, 'to strike' (whence

also F. couper, 'to cut'), fr. colp, coup (F. coup),

'stroke, blow'. See coup and cp. words there

referred to. Derivative: cop-ing, n.

cope, tr. and intr. v., formerly to buy; now, to

barter (dial. Eng.)— ME. copen, fr. MDu. copen

(Du. kopen), 'to buy', which is related to OE.

ceapian, of s.m. See cheap, v.

copeck, n. — A var. spelling of kopeck,

copepod, n., a minute crustacean pertaining to

the order Copepoda. — See next word.

Copepoda, n. pL, an order of minute crustaceans

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. xcotty;,

'handle of an oar, oar', and -ko-oq, gen. tzoSoc,,

'foot'. Gk. xtoTn; is rel. to xaTTTstv, 'to swallow

greedily', and cogn. with L. capere, 'to catch,

seize, hold'. See captive. For the second element

see -poda.

coper, n., a barterer, dealer. — Formed fr. cope,

'to barter', with agential suff. -er.

coper, n., a kind of vessel. — See cooper.

Copemican, adj., pertaining to Copernicus (1473-

1543) or his system. For the ending see suff. -an.

copestone, n., a coping stone. — See cope,

'mantle', and cp. coping.

cophosis,n., deafness (med.)— Medical L., fr.Gk.

KM^torrt;, fr. xwipo;, 'deaf, duU', which stands

in gradational relationship to xt,9T)v 'dull, lazy;

drone'. For the ending see suff. -osis.

copier, n. — Formed from the verb copy with

agential suff. -er.

coping, n., course of a wall, sloped to carry off

water (archil.) — Formed fr. cope, 'to furnish

with a mantle' (see cope, 'mantle'), with subst.

suff. -ing.
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copious, adj.— L. copiosus, 'well supplied, plenti-

ful, abounding, copious', fr. copia, 'plenty,

abundance', contraction of *co-opia, fr. co- and

ops, gen. o/)w, 'power, might, abundance, wealth,

riches, treasure'. See opulent, and cp. copy and

the second element in cornucopia. For the ending

see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: copious-ly, adv., copious-ness, n.

copped, adj., rising to a point. — Formed fr. cop,

'top', with suff. -ed.

copper, n., a reddish metal. — ME. coper, fr. OE.

copor, coper, fr. Late L. cuper, fr. L. cuprum,

'copper', fr. earlier cyprum, fr. aes Cyprium, Ut.

'Cyprian brass', fr. Gk. xuTcpiov, 'Cyprian

(brass)', neut. of KiiTrpio?, 'of Cyprus', fr. Kij-

Tipoi;, 'Cyprus' ; so called because Cyprus was the

place par excellence from which the ancients

obtained copper. For the etymology of Cyprus

see Cyprian, adj. Cp. cupreous. Cp. also kipper

and the first element in copperas.

Derivatives: copper, tr. v., to cover with copper,

copper-y, adj.

copper, n., policeman {slang). — Prob. formed fr.

cop, 'to catch', with agential suff. -er and lit.

meaning 'catcher'.

copperas, n., i) green vitriol; 2) sulfate of iron. —
ME. coperose, fr. OF. couperose, fr. ML. cupri

rosa, 'rose ofcopper', fr. gen. of cuprum, 'copper',

and rosa, 'rose'; see copper and rose. Cp. It.

copparosa, Sp. caparrosa, which are of the same

origin.

coppice, n., a wood of small trees. — OF. colpeis,

copeiz, 'cut wood, brushwood', fr. colper, cou-

per (F. couper), 'to strike', fr. colp, coup, 'stroke,

blow'. See coup and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: coppice, tr. v., coppic-ed, adj.

copple, n., a crest on a bird's head. — Formed fr.

cop, 'top', with the dimin. suff. -le.

Derivative: coppl-ed, adj.

coppy, n., a dialectal form of coppice. — This

word owes its existence to a double error. The

noun coppice (q.v.) was misspelled coppies, and

this latter was mistaken for a plural, from which

the singular coppy was reconstructed.

copr-, form of copro- before a vowel.

copra, n., the dried kernel of the coconut. —
Port., fr. Malayalam koppara, fr. Hind, khoprd,

rel. to Hind. khopria.r\A khappar, 'skull', fr. OL
kharparah, 'skull'. See Yule-Burnill, Hobson-

Jobson, p. 254.

copro-, before a vowel copr-, combining form

meaning 'dung'. — Fr. Gk. xoTipoi;, 'dung, ex-

crement, filth, dirt', which is cogn. with OI.

sdkft, 'dung', and prob. also with Lith. sikii,

sikli, 'to go to stool'.

coprolith, n., fossil dung. — Compounded of

copro- and Gk. Xtftoi;, 'stone'. See -lith.

coprology, n., the study of obscene literature. —
Compounded of copro- and Gk. -XoyiS, fr.

-X6-j'0(;, 'one who speaks (in a certain mannec)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

coprophagous, adj., dung eating.— Compounded

of copro- and Gk. -cpayoi;, 'eater of, from the

stem of tpaYetv, 'to eat'. See -phagous.

Coprosma, n., a genus of plants of the madder

family (hot.) — ModL., lit. 'of a filthy smell',

compounded of copro- and Gk. oajji-y), 'smell';

see osmium. The genus is so called in allusion

to the unpleasant odor of some species.

copse, n. — Short for coppice.

Derivatives: cop.'se, tr. v., cops-y, adj.

Copt, n., i) a native Egyptian descended from

the ancient Egyptians; 2) a member of the Cop-

tic church. — ModL. Coptus, fr. Arab. Quft,

Qift, fr. Coptic Kuptios, Kuptaios, fr. Gk. AlyuTr-

Tio?, 'Egyptian'. See Egyptian.

Coptic, adj. — ModL. Copticus, fr. Coptus. See

prec. word and -ic.

Derivative: Coptic, n.

Coptis, n., a genus of plants of the crowfoot fa-

mily (hot) — ModL., from the stem of Gk.

KOTTTEiv, 'to cut', whence also x6[j.(j.a, 'something

cut off' (see comma); so called with reference

to its divided leaves.

copula, n. — I. copula, 'that which binds to-

gether, band, bond', which stands for *co-

apula, and is formed fr. co- and a dimin. from

the stem of apio, apere, 'to join, fasten'. See

apt and cp. couple.

copulate, intr. v. — L. copuldtus, pp. of copulare,

'to bind together, copulate', fr. copulare. See

copula and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: copulation, copulative (qq.v.), co-

pulat-ory, adj.

copulation, n. — F., fr. L. copuldtionem, ace.

of copuldtio, 'a binding together', fr. copuldtus,

pp. of copulare. See prec. word and -ion.

copulative, adj. — F. copulatif (fem. copulative),

fr. L. copuldtlvus, fr. copuldtus, pp. of cdpuldre.

See copulate and -ive.

Derivatives : copulative, n., copulative-ly, adv.

copy, n. — ME. copie, fr. MF. (= F.) copie, 'abun-

dance; copy', fr. L. C(5;)ia, 'plenty, abundance'

;

see copious. For sense development see next word.

copy, tr. and intr. v. — F. copier, fr. ML. copidre,

'to transcribe', orig. 'to write in plenty' (fr.

L. copia, 'plenty, abundance'), whence arose the

particular meaning 'to wrhe the original text

many times'. See prec. word.

copyist, n. — A hybrid coined fr. copy and -ist,

a suff. of Greek origin.

coquelicot, n., red poppy. — F., fr. earlier coque-

licoq, 'cock', a word of imitative origin. The

name was given later to the flower, because its

color resembles that of the cockscomb. Cp.

cock.

coquet, adj., coquettish. — F., 'coquettish', lit. 'a

little cock', dimin. of coq, 'cock'. See cock and

-et.

Derivatives: coquett-ish, adj., coquett-ish-ly,

adv., coquett-ish-ness, n.

coquet, intr. v., to flirt. — F. coqueter, lit. 'to

behave like a cock', fr. coquet. See coquet, adj.

coquetry, n. — F. coquetterie, 'coquettishness.
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flirtation, coquetry', fr. coquet, 'coquettish'.

See coquet, adj., and -ry.

coquette, n. — F., fem. of coquet, 'coquettish'.

See coquet, adj.

coquin n., rogue, rascal. — F., prob. a derivative

of coq, 'cock'. See cock.

coquina, n., a whitish rock consisting of frag-

ments of marine shells. — Sp., 'cockle, shell-

fish', fr. OSp. coca, fr. VL. *cocca, fr. L. concha,

'mussel, shell'. See conch.

coquito, n., a kind of South American palm tree.

— Sp., dimin. of coco. See cocoa, 'palm tree'.

cor-, assimilated form of com- before r.

Cora, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. Kopi], orig. epithet

of Persephone, daughter of Demeter, fr. x6pT],

'maiden', rel. to y.6poq, 'child, youth', which

prob. stand for *x6pfa, resp. *y<.6pFoz, fr. I.-E.

base *!cer-, 'to grow', whence also L. credre, 'to

create', crescere, 'to grow'. See create, crescent

and cp. core-, Corinna, Curetes and the second

element in Dioscuri, Halicore, hypocoristic.

Coracias, n., a genus of birds, the conmion roller

(ornithol.)— ModL., fr. Gk. xopaxiai;, 'chough',

fr. xopa^, gen. xopaxo;, 'crow, raven'. See

coracoid.

coracine, n., a perchlike Nile fish. — L. coraclnus,

fr. Gk. xopaxivoi;, 'a Nile fish', fr. zopa^, gen.

xipaxoi;, 'crow, raven' [see coracoid and adj.

suff. -ine (representing L. -Inus)} ; so called from
its black color. Cp. crucian carp.

coracle, n., a wicker boat. — W. corwgl, cwrwgl,

'coracle', dimin. of corwg, cwrwg, 'anything

round, the trunk of the body, carcass, boat', rel.

to Gael, curachan, 'coracle', dimin. of curach,

'boat, little ship,' fr. L-E. base *(s)qer-, 'to cut,

separate', whence also OI. kfntdti, 'cuts', Gk.
xEipsiv (for *xlp-i£iv), 'to cut off', L. corium,

'hide, leather'. See corium and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also currach.

coraco-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

the coracoid process' [anat.) — Short for cora-

coid. See next word.

coracoid, adj., pertaining to a process or bone
of the shoulder girdle (anat.)— Lit. 'resembling

a crow's beak', fr. Gk. xopaxoEiSr;;;, which is

compounded of x6pa5, gen. xopaxo?, 'crow',

and -oeiSyjc, 'like', fr. elSo;, 'form, shape'. For
the first element see raven and cp. corvine, for

the second see -old.

coral, n. — ME., fr. OF. coral (F. corait), fr. L.

corallum, corallium (poet, curaiium), fr. Gk.
xopaXAiov, prob. formed with the dimin. suff.

-1.0V fr. Heb. gordl, 'lot', which prob. meant orig-

inally 'a small stone, pebble; a small stone for

casting lots', and is rel. to Arab, jdral, jdural,

'stones, pebbles'. For the change of Heb. g to

Gk X cp. Gk. xajjiviXoi;, 'camel', fr. Heb.-Phoen.
gdmdl. For the sense development of Heb. gordl

cp. Gk. i\iri<foc„ 'f)ebble ; vote', and xiiatixo?, 'bean

;

lot*. The usual derivation of Gk. xopdiXXiov fr.

xoiipa 0X65, 'puppet of the sea', is folk ety-

mology.

coralline, adj. — Late L. coralllnus, 'coral-red',

fr. L. corallum. See prec. word and adjC t.

suff. -ine (representing L. -Inus).

coralline, n., seaweed of the coral family {hot.)—
Fr. It. corallina, dimin. of corallo, 'coral', fr.

L. corallum. See coralline, adj.

corallite n., a fossil coral.— Formed fr. L. coral-

lum, 'red coral' (see coral), with subst. suff. -ite.

coralloid, adj., resembling coral.— Compounded
of coral and Gk. -osiSr]?, 'like', fr. eTSoi;, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

Corallorhiza, n., a genus of orchids (bot^ —
ModL., compounded of Gk. xopdcXXiov, 'coral'

and pt!^a, 'root'. See coral and rhizo-.

coram, prep., in the face of, in the presence of,

before. — L., fr. co{m)- (see com-, co-) and

*-oram, which is formed (on analogy of clam,

'secretly', palam, 'openly'), fr. L. os, gen. -oris,

'mouth, face'. See oral.

coranto n., a Uvely dance. — Fr. F. (danse) cou-

rante, 'running (dance).' but assimil. to Sp.

words ending in -o. See ciurent.

corban, n., an offering to God {Bible). — Heb.

qorbdn, 'offering, oblation' (whence Arab, qur-

bdn, Ethiop. qerbdn, of s.m.), lit. 'something

brought near', fr. Heb. qdrdbh, 'he came near',

which is rel. to Aram.-Syr. q^rebh, Arab, qdriba,

qdruba, Ethiop. qardha, 'he came near', Akkad.
qardbu, 'to come near'.

corbeau, n., a dark green color. — F. corbeau,

'raven', dimin. formed fr. OF. corp, fr. L. corvus,

'raven'. See raven and cp. the next two words,

Corvus and the first element in cormorant.

corbel, n., a projection jutting out from the wall

{arch.) — OF. corbel {= F. corbeau), prop.

'raven', dimin. of OF. corp. See prec. word.

Derivatives: corbel, tr. and intr. v., corbel{l)-

ing, n.

corbie, n., a raven; a carrion crow (Scot.) — OF.
corp, 'raven'. See corbeau.

corcopali, n., the fruit of the Garcinia Indica {In-

dia). — Compounded of Malayalam kodukka,

name of the fruit, and pull, 'acid'.

cord, n. — ME. corde, fr. OF. (= F.) corde,

'rope, string, twist, cord', fr. L. chorda, fr. Gk.

XopST;, 'intestine, string of gut'. See chord.

Derivatives: cord, tr. and intr. v., cord-ed, adj.

cordage, n. — F., fr. corde, 'rope, cord'. See prec.

word and -age.

cordate, adj., heart-shaped. -;- L. corddtus, 'wise,

prudent' (in ModL. 'heart-shaped'), from cor,

gen. cordis, 'heart', which is cogn. with Goth.

hairto, OE. heorte, 'heart'. See heart and adj.

suff. -ate.

Derivative : cordate-ly, adv.

Cordelier, n., a Franciscan friar. — F., formed

with suff. -ier, fr. OF. cordele (F. cordelle), di-

min. of corde, 'rope' (see cord and cp. cordelle);

so called in allusion to the girdle of knotted

cord worn by Franciscan friars.

cordelle, n., a towline. — F., dimin. oi corde. See

cord and cp. prec. word.



cordial

cordial, adj. — Late L. cordidlis, fr. L. cor, gen.

cordis, 'heart'. See cordate and -ial.

Derivatives: cordial, n., cordial-ity, n., cordial-

ly, adv., cordial-ness, n.

cordiform, adj., heart-shaped. — Compounded
of L. cor, gen. cordis, 'heart' and forma, 'form,

shape'. See cordate and form, n.

Cordillera, n., one of several parallel mountain

ranges. — Sp., fr. cordilla, dimin. of cuerda,

'rope, cord', fr. L. chorda (see cord); hence the

name Cordilleras (pi.) given by the Spaniards

to the parallel ranges of the Andes.

cordite, n., a smokeless explosive. — Formed fr.

cord with subst. suff. -ite.

Cordoba, n., the monetary unit of Nicaragua. —
Sp. cordoba, named after Francisco de Cordoba

(died in 1526). Cp. Cordovan.

cordon, n., i) a guarded line; 2) an honorary cord

or ribbon. — F., fr. corde, 'twist, cord, cordon,

ribbon (of an order)'. See cord.

cordon bleu. — Orig. the blue ribbon worn by the

knights of the Holy Ghost, the highest order in

France under the Bourbons; later used to de-

note a distinguished person and, facetiously, a

first-rank cook. — F., 'blue ribbon'. See cordon

and blue.

Cordovan, adj., of Cordova; n. (not cap.). Cor-

dovan leather. — Sp. cordobdn, lit. 'Cordovan',

fr. Cordoba, name of the famous city of Spain,

fr. L. Corduba, fr. Gk. KopSiipT). Cp. cordoba,

cordwain, cordwainer.

corduroy, n., a ribbed cotton fabric. — Perh. fr.

F. corde du roi, 'the king's cord'. See cord and

royal.

Derivatives: corduroy, adj., corduroy, tr. v.,

corduroy-ed, adj.

cordwain, n.. Cordovan leather (archaic). — ME.
cordewane, 'leather of Cordova', fr. OF. cordoan,

cordouan. See next word.

cordwainer, n., shoemaker. — ME. cordwaner,

fr. OF. cordoanier (F. cordonnier), 'shoemaker',

lit. 'a worker in Cordovan leather', fr. cordoan,

cordouan, 'Cordovan leather', fr. OProven?.

cordoan, fr. Sp. cordobdn, 'Cordovan (leather)',

fr. Cordoba, 'Cordova'. See Cordovan. F. cor-

donnier was influenced in form by F. cordon,

'cord, cordon'.

Cordyline, n., a genus of plants of the lily family

(bat.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xopS'jX/), 'club' (see cor-

dylo-); so called in allusion to the thick caudex.

cordylo-, before a vowel cordyl-, combining form

meaning 'club'. — Gk. xopSOXo-, xopSO).-, fr.

x.opS'j),/-,, 'club, cudgel, swelling, headdress',

which is of uncertain origin. See Frisk, GEW.,
I, p. 918 S.V. xopS'jA'/).

core, n., hard center of a fruit, etc. — Prob. fr.

L. cor, 'heart'; see cordate. For sense develop-

ment cp. Avestic z^r'haya, 'middle', OSlav.

srudice, 'heart', sredd, 'middle', Russ. serdce,

"heart', seredd, 'middle'; Wednesday (i.e. middle

of the week)', Lith. iirdis, 'heart', W. craidd,

'heart; center', Bret, kreii, 'middle'; all these
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words are cogn. with L. cor, 'heart'. Cp. also

Heb. lebh, 'heart', and lebh yam, 'the midst (lit.

the heart) of the sea', lebh ha'eld'*, 'the midst of

the terebinth', Akkad. libbu, 'heart; middle'.

Derivative: core, tr. v.

core-, combining form denoting the pupil of the

eye. — Gk. Kopr), 'girl; pupil of the eye'. See

Cora.

Coregonus, n., a genus of salmonid fishes (ich-

thyot.) — ModL., compounded of core- and

Gk. ytovtS, 'angle'. See -gon.

coreligionist, n. — See co-, religion and -ist.

Corema, n., a genus of plants of the crowberry

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xopyjijia, 'a

broom', a derivative of xopeTv, 'to sweep out',

fr. xopoq, 'broom, besom', which is of unknown
etymology; so called from its bushy aspect.

For the ending see suff. -ma.

Coreopsis, n., a genus of yellow colored plants. —
ModL., compounded of Gk. xopi;, 'bug' and

oij/i;, 'sight, appearance' ; see coriander and -op-

sis. The name Coreopsis was given to this genus

in allusion to the seeds which look like bugs.

corespondent, n., a joint respondent, esp. in a

divorce suit (law). — Formed fr. co- and res-

pondent.

corf, n., a basket. — MLG. korf prob. fr. L.

corbis, 'basket', which prob. meant orig. 'some-

thing twisted or plaited', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qe-

reb(h)-, 'to twist, curve, contract, shrink', whence

ce also Gk. xdp90(;, 'dry twigs, chips', Kap9£iv,

'to dry up, wither', xaptpaXloi;, 'dry, parched',

Lith. skrebti, 'to be dry', ON. herpask, 'to con-

tract convulsively'. Cp. the first element in Car-

phophis. It. corba 'wicker basket', derives fr. L.

corbis, whence also ON. korf, OHG. chorp, korb

(MHG. korp, korb, G. Korb), 'basket'. F. cor-

beille, 'basket', comes fr. L. corhicula, dimin. of

corbis: cp. corvette. — For derivatives of

*qremb-, a nasalized enlargement of base *qe-

reb-, see rumple. — Base *qereh(h)- is an en-

largement of base *(s)qer-, 'to turn, twist'. See

curve and cp. words there referred to.

coriaceous, adj., leathery. — L. coridceus, 'of

leather', fr. corium. See corium and -aceous.

coriander, n., i) a plant of the carrot family (Co-

riandrum sativum); 2) its fruit. — F. coriandre,

fr. L. coriandrum, fr. Gk. xopiavvov, xopiav-

8pov, which is of uncertain origin. It possibly

derives fr. zopi;, 'bedbug', which stands in gra-

dational relationship to axapr,?, 'small, tiny' (lit.

'too short to be cut'), axapi, 'mite'; fr. I.-E.

base *(s)qer-, 'to cut' (sec shear and cp. corium);

the plant would have been so called from its

odor reminding that of the bedbug. Cp. the first

element in Coreopsis, Corimelaena.

Coriandrum, n., a genus of plants of the carrot

family (hot.) — L. See prec. word.

Corimelaena, n., a genus of insects, the negro bug

(entomol.)— ModL., lit. "black bug', fr.Gk.xopic;,

'bug', and (iiXaiva, fem. of (i^Xai;, 'black'. See

coriander and melano-.

Corinna, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. Koptvva, prop,

dimin. of x6pY), 'maiden'. See Cora.

Corinthian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. Corin/A/jis, 'of Corinth', fr.Gk.KoptvS^io?,

fr. KfSpw^o?, 'Corinth'. Cp. currant

corium, n., vascular layer of the skin, the derma.

— L., 'hide, skin, leather', lit. 'the hide stripped

off', rel. to cortex, 'bark', scortum, 'skin, hide',

fr. I.-E. base *{s)qer-, 'to cut, separate', whence

also 01. kftih, 'hide', carman-, Avestic car^man-,

'hide, skin', Russ. skord, 'hide', kord, 'bark,

rind', Gk. xopjioi;, 'trunk of atree', OHG. scerm,

scirm, 'shield, defence, cover' (orig. 'the hide

covering the shield'), OHG. herdo, 'fleece', OE.

heorda, ON. horundr, 'skin', MIr. scairt, 'mid-

riff, heart', W. corwg, cwrwg, 'trunk of the body,

carcass, boat', OE. sceran, sciran, 'to cut, shear'.

See shear and cp. words there referred to.

Corixa, n., a genus ofinsects (entomol^— ModL.,

fr. Gk. xipti;, 'bug'. See coriander.

cork, n. — Sp. alcorque, 'corkwood soles', fr.

Mozarabic al-qurq, al-qorq, fr. Arab, al-, 'the',

and qurq, 'alcorque', which prob. derives

fr. L. quercus, 'oak'. See Quercus and cp. al-

cornoque.

Derivatives: cork, tr. v., cork-age, n., cork-ed,

adj., cork-er, n., cork-y, adj., cork-i-ness, n.

corm, n. , a subterranean bulb (bot^— Gk. xoppioi;,

'trunk ofa tree (with the boughs lopped off)'. See

corium.

cormo-, combining form denoting the trunk ofa

tree. — Gk. xop(io-, fr. xopii.61;. See prec. word.

cormophyte, n., any plant having a stem and a

root (hot.) — ModL. Cormophyta, pi., coined

by the Hungarian botanist Stephan Ladislaus

Endlicher (1804-49) fr. Gk. xoppioi;, 'trunk of a

tree', and ipuTiv, 'plant'. See cormo- and -phyte.

cormorant, n., a large voracious sea bird. — F.

cormoran, fr. OF. cormaran, fr. earlier corma-

re(n)g, a word compounded of OF. corp,

'raven', fr. L. corvus (see corvine and cp. cor-

beau, corbel), and of marenc, 'pertaining to the

sea', fr. L. mare, 'sea' (see marine), and the Teut.

suff. -enc. The t in cormorant is due to a con-

fusion of the suff. -an (= Teut. -enc) with -ant

(fr. L. -dns, gen. -antis, the pres. part. suff. of

the verbs of the ist conj.) Cp. ML. corvus ma-

rinus, whence Proveng. corpmari(n), Port, corvo

marinho.

cormus, n., corm. — ModL., fr. Gk. xopjjLo;;. See

corm.

corn, n., grain. — ME., fr. OE. corn, rel. to OS.,

ON., OFris., OHG., MHG., G. korn, MDu.
coren, corn, Du. koren, Goth, kaurn, 'grain',

and cogn. with L. grdnum, 'grain, seed, small

kernel', Gk. yi-^-aprov, 'grapestone, ohvestone',

OSlav. zrino, zriino, 'grain', OPruss. syrne, 'ker-

nel', Lith. zirnis, Lett, zirnis, 'pea', W. grawn,

pi., Oir. gran, 'granule', fr. I.-E. base *ger(e)-,

'to become ripe, grow old', whence also OI.

jdrali, jfryati, 'makes old, grows old', jdran,

'old', jarimdn-, 'old age', jArah, 'growing old'.

jfryati, 'grows old' jirndh, 'old', Avestic zaur-

van-, 'old age', Pers. zar, 'old man', Ossetic

zdrond, 'old man'. Arm. cer, of s.m., Gk.

Y^pwv, 'old man', YvjpaXioi;, 'old', xr\;>a.q, 'old

age', OSlav. zireti, zreti, 'to ripen'. Cp. geronto-,

grain. Cp. also kernel. Cp. also churl and

words there referred to. Derivative: corn, tr. v.,

to granulate; to sprinkle with salt in grains; to

pickle with salt; intr. v., to form grains.

com, n., a horny induration. — OF. corn (F.

cor), fr. L. cornH, 'horn'. F. come, 'horn', de-

rives fr. VL. *corna (fr. L. cornua), pi. of L.

cornH, but was mistaken for a fem. sing. noun.

See horn and cp. cerato-. Cp. also the second

element in Capricorn, longicorn, unicorn.

Comaceae, n. pi., a family of trees, the dogwood

family (boil) — ModL., formed fr. Cornus with

suff. -aceae.

comaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

cornbrash, n. (geol.) — Compounded of corn,

'grain', and brash,

cornea, n., the transparent portion of the external

coat of the eye (anat.) — L. cornea (short for

cornea tunica, ht. 'a horny coating'), fem. of

corneus, 'horny', fr. cornU, 'horn'. See horn and

cp. com, 'a horny induration'.

corneal, adj., pertaining to the cornea. — See

prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

cornel, n. — MDu. kornelle (Du. kornoelje), fr.

OF. corneille, cornille (F. cornouille), fr. Late L.

cornicula, dimin. of L. cornus, 'cornel tree',

which is cogn. with Gk. xpavov, xpaveta, 'cornel

cherry', Lith. Kirnis, 'god of the cherry trees'.

Cp. cornelian.

Derivative: cornel-ian, adj. (in cornelian cherry).

Cornelia, fem. PN. — L. Cornelia, fem. of Cor-

nelius. See Cornelius,

cornelian, n., a variety of chalcedony. — Formed

with change of suff. fr. ME. corneline, fr. OF.

corneline (F. cornaline), fr. OF. corne, 'cornel

cherry', fr. VL. *corna, pi. of L. cornum, of s.m.,

but mistaken for a fem. sing, noun ; so called

because its color resembles that of the cornel

cherry. See comel and cp. carnelian.

Cornelius, masc. PN. — L. Cornelius, name of a

Roman gens. Cp. Cornelia. Cp. the first element

in keeshond.

comemuse, n., bagpipe. — F., fr. cornemuser, 'to

pipe', compounded of corner, 'to blow the horn',

and muser, 'to play the bagpipe'. The first ele-

ment derives fr. F. corne, 'horn' ; see com, 'horny

induration'. The second element comes fr. OF.

muse (F. musette), 'bagpipe' ; see musette,

comeo-, combining form meaning 'homy'. — L.

corneus, 'homy'. See corneous,

comeo-, combining form meaning 'corneal' (anat.)

— See cornea.

corneous, adj., homy. — L. corneus, 'horny', fr.

cornU, 'horn'. See com, 'a horny induration'.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

comer, n. — ME., fr. AF. cornere, corresponding

to OF. corniere, fr. ML. corneria, 'angle, cor-



ner', fr. VL. *corna, which corresponds to L.

cornua, pi. of L. cornu, 'horn', but was mistaken
for a fem. sing. See horn and cp. corn, 'a horny
induration'.

Derivatives: corner, tr. and intr. v., corner-ed,

adj.

cornet, n., a musical wind instrument. — F. cor-

net, 'a small horn, trumpet', dimin. of co;-, 'horn',

fr. OF. corn, fr. L. cornu. See horn and -et and
cp. corn, 'a homy induration'. Cp. also prec.

word.

cornet, n, a headdress worn formerly by women.
— F. cornette, rel. to cornel, 'a small horn'. See
prec. word.

cornice, n., a horizontal projection at the top of

a wall, etc. — F. cornice (now corniche), fr. It.

cornice, fr. L. coronis, fr. Gk. zopcovti;, 'anything

curved, a curved line', which is rel. to xopwvo;,

'curved', xopoivrj, 'ring, crown' (seecro>vn); in-

fluenced in form by It. cornice, 'crow', fr. L.

cormcem, ace. of cornix. Cp. the French archi-

tectonic term corbeau (whence H. corbel), lit.

'raven'.

Derivatives: cornice, tr. v., cornic-ed, adj.

cornicle, n., a little horn. — L. corniculum, dimin.

of cornii, 'horn'. See corn, 'a horny induration',

and -de.

Corniferous, adj., pertaining to the Middle De-
vonian system containing hornstone (geol.) —
Compounded of L. cornu, 'horn', and ferre, 'to

bear, carry'. See corn, 'horny induration', and
-ferous.

Cornish, adj. and n, — Formed with adj. suff.

-ish from the first element in Cornwall (fr. OE.
Cornweallas, lit. 'Cornish-Welsh').

cornopean, n., an early form of cornet (nuis.) —
Invented word suggested by cornet, 'a wind in-

strument'.

cornucopia, n., i) the horn of the goat Amaltha,
which suckled Zeus; 2) a horn of plenty; 3) a-

bundance; 4) a horn-shaped receptacle {Greek
mythoL) — Late L. cornHcopia, for L. cornii

copiae, 'horn of plenty', fr. cornu, 'horn', and
copiae, gen. of copia, 'plenty'. See corn, 'horny
induration', and copious.

cornucopiate, adj., resembling a cornucopia. —
Formed fr. prec. word with adj. suft'. -ate.

Cornus, n., a genus of plants, the dogwood and
the cornel [hot:) — L.. 'cornel tree'. Sec cornel.

cornute, cornuted, adj. — L. cornfitus, 'horned',

fr. cornu, 'horn'. See corn, 'a horny induration'.

cornwallite, n., a basic copper arsenate (mineral.)

— Named after Cornwall in England. For the

ending see subst. suff. -i(c.

coroa, n., a former Portuguese gold coin. —
Port., lit. 'a crown', fr. L. corona. See crown.

corody, corrody, n., an allowance of food (old

law). — ML, corrodium, corredium, 'provision'.

See curry.

corolla, n., the whole of the petals of a flower

(bot.) — L. corolla, "little crown, garland', .di-

min. of corona, 'crown'. See crown.

n't

Derivatives: coroll-ate, adj., coroll-at-ed, adj.

corollary, n., i) a proposition proved from an-

other that has been proved; 2) an inference;

3) a result. — L. corolldrium, 'garland given as

a present', fr. corolla, 'little crown, garland;

gift, present, gratuity'. See prec. word and subst.

suff. -ary.

Derivatives: corollari-al, adj., corollari-al-ly,

adv.

corona, n., a crown. — L. corona, 'garland,

wreath, crown', fr. Gk. xoptivT;, 'anythingcurved

;

a wreath, garland'. See crown.

coronach, n., a dirge. — Gael, corranach, fr. Mir.
com-, 'with' (see com-), and rdnach, 'a roaring,

weeping', fr. ran, 'to roar, weep'.

coronal, adj., pertaining to a crown. — L. coro-

ndlis, 'pertaining to a crown', fr. corona. See
corona and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: coronal-ly, adv.

coronal, n., circlet, diadem. — L. corondlis, 'per-

taining to a crown'. See coronal, adj.

coronary, adj., 1) pertaining to a crown; 2) en-

circling; 3) pertaining to either of the two ar-

teries supplying the heart tissues. — L. coro-

ndrius, 'pertaining to a crown', fr. corona. See
corona and adj. suff. -ary.

coronate, tr. v., to crown. — L. corondtus, pp. of
cordndre, 'to crown', fr. corona. See corona and
verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: coronat-ed, adj., coronation (q.v.)

coronation, n. — OF. coronacion, coronation, fr.

coroner, 'to crown', fr. L. cordndre. See coronate

and -ion.

coroner, n., an offlcial who.se chief duty is to in-

quire into the causes of deaths not obviously

due to natural causes. — AF. corouner, fr. co-

roune, fr. OF. corone, 'crown', fr. L. corona,

'garland, crown' (see crown and agential suff.

-er); so called because his original task was to

watch over crown property.

Derivaiive: coroner-ship, n.

coronet, n., a small crown. — OF. coronete, coro-

nette, dimin. of corone, 'crown', fr. L. corona.

See corona and -et and cp. cronet, crownet.

Derivatives: coronel(t)-ed, coronett-y, adjs.

Coronilla, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(hot.) — ModL., dimin. of L. corona, 'crown'

(see corona); so called in allusion to its in-

florescence.

Coronis, n., mother of Asclepius and consort of

Apollo in Greek mythol. — L., fr. Gk. Kopcovtc,

which is rel. to xopoivr,, 'crow', from the I.-E.

imitative base *qer-, *qor-, 'to cry, shout',

whence also y.opa^, 'crow'. See coracoid.

coroniuni, n., an element supposed to be in the

solar corona (astrophysics). — ModL., formed
fr. L. corona, 'crown'. See corona and chem.
suff. -ium.

coronoid, adj., curved (anat.) — Lit. 'resembling

the tip of a bow', fr. Gk, xopuvy;, 'anything

hooked or curved; crow; tip of a bow', and
-oeiSv)!;, 'like", fr. zlhoc,, 'form, shape'; see
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corona and -old. The usual translation of coro-

noid as 'shaped like a crow's beak', is erroneous.

See Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatologia anatomica,

pp. 150-51.

Coronopus, n., a genus of plants of the mustard

family (bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. xopovojtoui;, 'the

hartshorn', which is compounded of zoptovY),

'crow', and tco'ji;, gen. TtoSot;, 'foot'. The first

element is rel. to Gk. x6pa5, 'raven', and cogn.

with L. corvus, 'raven', cornix, 'crow'; see cora-

coid. For the second element see -pod.

corozo, n., the name of several S. American palms.

— Sp. (now spelled corojo), from a S. American

native word.

corporal, adj., of the body; bodily. — OF. cor-

poral (F. corporel), fr. L. corpordlis, 'pertaining

to the body', fr. corpus, gen. corporis, 'body'.

See corpus and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: corporality (q.v.), corporal-ly, adv.

corporal, n., a linen cloth covering the conse-

crated element at the Eucharist (cedes.) — Ec-

cles. L. corpordlis (scil. palla), 'body cloth', fr.

L. corpordlis, 'pertaining to the body'. See

corporal, adj.

corporal, n., the lowest noncommissioned officer

(mil.) — Earlier F. corporal, nn alteration—due

to corps, 'body'—of F. caporal, fr. It. caporale,

lit. 'chief, which derives fr. capo, 'head', fr. L.

caput. See capital, adj., and cp. caporal. The

ending of It. cap-orale shows the influence of

It. peltorale,

corporality, n. — Late L. corpordlilds, fr. L. cor-

pordlis. See corporal, adj., and -ity.

corporate, adj. — L. corpordtus, pp. of corpordre,

'to make into a body, incorporate, incarnate',

fr. corpus, gen. corporis, 'body'. See corpus and

adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives : corporate-ly, adv., corporate-ness,n.

corporation, n. — Late L. corpordtid, gen. -dnis,

'incorporation, incarnation', fr. L. corpordtus,

pp. of corpordre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: corporation-al, adj., corporation-

er, n.

corporative, adj. — Late L. corpordtivus, 'pertain-

ing to the forming of a body', fr. L. corpordtus,

pp. of corpordre. See corporate and -ive.

corporator, n., member of a corporation. —
Formed with agential suff. -or fr. L. corpordtus,

pp. of corpordre. See corporate.

corporeal, adj., of the body; bodily. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. corpus, gen. corporis,

'body'. See corpus and cp. corporal, adj.

Derivatives: corporeal-ity, n., corporeal-ly, adv.

corporeity, n., corporeality. — ML. corporeitds,

fr. L. corporeus, pertaining to the body', fr.

corpus, gen. corporis, 'body'. See corpus and

-ity.

corposant, n., an electric light seen sometimes in

stormy weather; called also St. Elmo's fire, —
Fr. Port, corpo santo, 'holy body', fr, L, corpus

sanctum. See corpus and sanctus.

corps, n., I) a group of persons ; 2) a military unit.

— F., fr. L. corpus. See corpus and cp. corpse

and corse.

corpse, n. — ME. corse, corps, 'body', fr. OF.

cors, fr. L. corpus. See prec. word. The MF. and

modern F. spelling corps is due to the influence

of L. corpus.

corpulence, corpulency, n., fatness. — L. corpu-

lentia, 'grossness or fleshiness of body', fr. cor-

pulentus. See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

corpulent, adj., fat. — F., fr. L. corpulentus,

'fleshy, fat, stout'. See corpus and -ulent.

Derivatives: corpulent-ly, adv., corpulent-ness,n.

corpus, n., body. — L. corpus, gen. corporis,

'body', prob. cogn. with OI. krp-, 'form, beauty',

Avestic k^r^fsh, gen. k^hrpd-, 'form, body', OE.

hrif, OHG. href, 'womb, belly, abdomen', OFris.

hrif, href, 'belly'; prob. fr. I.-E. base *q«'rep-,

*q"'fp-, enlargement of *q"'er-, 'to make, form',

whence OI. kfnSti, karSti, 'makes', Avestic kar-,

'to make', k'r'naoiti, 'makes', OPers. kar-, 'to

make', kara-, 'maker', Lith. kuriii, kurti, 'to

build', OPruss. kura, 'he built', Olr. crutb,

'figure, shape', W. pryd, 'appearance, look'. Cp.

corporal, corporate, corporation, corporeal, cor-

poreity, corposant, corps, corpse, corpulent,

corse, incorporate. Cp. also Sanskrit and words

there referred to. Cp. also the second element in

midriff.

corpus callosum, a mass of white fibers connecting

the cerebral hemispheres (anat.) — L., 'callous

body', in its modern, anatomical sense, a loan

translation of CToJ(j,a tcmi; t'jXuSsi; (lit. 'callous

body'), which is the name given to the corpus

callosum by Galen. See corpus and callous.

corpuscle, n., a small particle. — Formed fr. L.

corpusculum, 'a little body', dimin. of corpus

(see corpus and -cle and cp. corpuscule) ;
intro-

duced into English by the physicist and chemist

Robert Boyle (1627-91).

corpuscule, n., a corpuscle. — L. corpusculum.

Sec corpuscle and -cule.

Derivatives: corpuscul-ar, adj., corpuscul-ar-ity,

n., corpuscul-ated, corpuscul-ous, adjs.

corrade,tr. and intr. v., to wear by scraping (^eo/.)

— L. corrddere, 'to scrape together', fr. com-

and rddere, 'scrape'. See raze and cp. corrasion.

corral, n., a pen for horses. — Sp., fr. corro,

'ring', fr. correr, 'to run', fr. L. currere, 'to run".

See courier and course and cp. corridor. Sp. corral

is rel. to Port, curral, 'pen, enclosure', whence

kraal (q.v.)

Derivative: corral, tr. v.

corrasion, n., the process of corrading. — L. cor-

rdsid, gen. -dnis, fr. corrdsus, pp. of corrddere.

See corradc and -ion.

correal, adj., under joint obligation (law). —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. correus, 'under

joint obligation', fr. cor- and reus, 'defendant',

lit. 'a party to an action', fr. res, "thing, matter,

affair, action'. See res and cp. reus, reatus.

correct, adj. — L. correctus, pp. of corrigere, 'to

make straight, set right, correct', fr. cor- and re-
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gere, 'to make straight, lead, guide, conduct'.

See regent, adj., and cp. corregidor, corrigendum,
escort

Derivatives: correct-ly, adv., correct-ness, n.

correct, tr. v. — L. correctus, pp. of corrigere.

See correct, adj.

Derivatives: correct-ed, adj., correct-ed-ly, adv.,

correct-ed-ness, n., correction (q.v.)

correction, n. — F., fr. L. correctionem, ace. of
correctio, 'a making straight, improvement', fr.

correctus, pp. of corrigere. See correct, adj.,

and -ion.

Derivatives: correction-al, adj. and n., correct-

ion-er, n.

correctitude, n. — Formed fr. correct on analogy
of rectitude.

corrective, adj. ^ F. correctif (fern, corrective),

fr. L. correctus, pp. of corrigere. See correct and
-ive.

Derivatives: corrective, n., corrective-ly, adv.,

corrective-ness, n.

corrector, n. — L. corrector, 'improver, correc-

tor', fr. correctus, pp. of corrigere. See correct

and agential suff. -or.

corregidor, n., a Spanish magistrate, mayor of a
town. — Sp., lit. 'corrector', fr. corregir, 'to cor-

rect', fr. VL. *corregire, which corresponds to

L. corrigere, 'to correct'. See correct, adj.

correlate, intr. and tr. v., to relate mutually. —
Formed fr. cor- and L. reldtus, used as pp. of

referre, 'to carry back, bring back, relate'. See

relate.

Derivatives: correlate, n., correlat-ion, correlat-

ive, adj. and n., correlat-ive-ly, adv.

correption, n., a shortening in pronunciation. —
L. correptio, gen. -onis, 'a shortening, decreas-

ing', fr. correptus, pp. of corripere, 'to shorten,

abridge, diminish; to chide', lit. 'to seize upon',

fr. com- and rapere, 'to seize' (see rapid and -ion).

For the change of Latin a (in rdptus) to g (in

cor-reptus) see accent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

correspond, intr. v. — F. correspondre, fr. ML.
correspondere, fr. cor- and L. respondere, 'to

answer'. See respond.

Derivatives: correspond-ence, n., correspond-

ency, n., correspond-ent, adj., correspond-ent-ly,

adv., correspond-ing, adj., correspond-ing-ly,

adv.

corresponsive, adj., corresponding. — Formed fr.

com- and responsive.

Derivative: corresponsive-ly, adv.

corridor, n. — F., fr. It. corridore, ht. 'a place for

running', fr. correre, 'to run', fr. L. currere. Cp.
OProven^. courradour and Sp. corredor, which
are of the same origin and meaning.

corrie, n., a circular hollow in the side of a moun-
tain {Scot.) — Gael, coire, 'caldron, kettle', rel.

to Olr. coire, W. pair, of s.m., and cogn. with
OE. hwer, ON. hverr, OHG. hwer, wer, 'kettle',

Goth, hairnei, 'skull', OI. carulf, 'kettle, pot',

karaOkas, 'skull'. For sense developnoent cp. F.

tete, 'head', fr. L. testa, 'postherd' (see tester,

'canopy'), and G. Kopf, 'head', fr. MHG. kopf,

'drinking vessel, skull' (see cop, 'the top of
anything', and cup).

corrigendum, n., something to be corrected. —
L., neut. gerundive of corrigere, 'to make
straight, correct', fr. com- and regere, 'to make
straight, lead, guide, conduct; see correct. For
the change of Latin e (in regere) to i (in cor-

rigere) see abstinence and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For other Latin gerundives used in

English cp. agenda and words there referred to.

corrigible, adj. — F., fr. ML. corrigibilis, 'that

which can be corrected', fr. L. corrigere, 'to cor-

rect'. See prec. word and -ible.

Derivatives: corrigibil-ity, n., corrigible-ness, n.,

corrigibl-y, adv.

corrival, n., a rival, competitor. — L. corrlvalis,

fr. cor- and rivdlis, 'rival'. See rival.

corroborant, adj. and n. — L. corrobordns, gen.

-amis, pres. part, of corrobare, 'to strengthen'.

See next word and -ant.

corroborate, tr. v. — L. corrobordtus, pp. of cor-

robordre, 'to strengthen', fr. com- and robur, gen.

roboris, 'strength'. See robust and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives ; corroboration, corroborative (qq.v.),

corroborat-or, n., corroborat-ory, adj.

corroboration, n.— F. , fr. corroborer, 'to strength-

en, corroborate', fr. L. corrobordre. See prec.

word and -ion.

corroborative, adj. — F. corroboratif({cm. corro-

borative), fr. L. corrobordtus, pp. of corrobordre.

See corroborate and -ive.

Derivative: corroborative-ly, adv.

corroboree, n., a festivity of Australian abori-

gines. — A native name.

Derivative: corroboree, intr. v.

corrode, tr. v., to eat away gradually; intr. v.,

to become corroded. — F. corroder, fr. L. cor-

rodere, 'to gnaw to pieces', fr. com- and rodere,

'to gnaw'. See rodent and cp. erode.

Derivatives: corrod-er, n., corrod-ing, adj.

corrody, n. — See corody.

corrosion, n. — F., fr. L. corrosionem, ace. of cor-

rosio, 'a gnawing to pieces', fr. corrosus, pp. of

corrodere. See corrode and -ion-

corrosive, adj. — F. corrosif {{cm. corrosive), fr.

L. corrosus, pp. of corrodere. See corrode and
-ive.

Derivatives: corrosive-ly, adv., corrosive-ness,

n., corrosiv-ity, n.

corrugate, tr. and intr. v., to wrinkle. — L. corrii-

gdtus, pp. of corrijgdre, 'to make full of wrinkles,

to wrinkle', fr. com- and rUgdre, 'to wrinkle", fr.

rOga, 'wrinkle'. See ruga and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: corrugat-ed, adj., corrugat-ion, cor-

rugator (q.v.)

cmmgate, adj., wrinkled. — L. corrugdtus, pp. of

corrQgdre. See corrugate, v.

comgator, n., either of the two muscles that

contract the brows (anat.) — Medical L., lit.
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'that which wrinkles', fr. L. corrdgdtus, pp. of

corrQgdre. See corrugate and agential suff. -or.

corrupt, adj. — L. corruptus, pp. of corrumpere,

'to destroy, ruin, corrupt', fr. com- and rumpere,

'to break'. See ruptiu-e.

Derivatives : corrupt, tr. and intr.v. ; corrupt-ly,

adv., corrupt-ness, n.; corrupt-ed, adj., corrupt-

ed-ly, adv., corrupt-ed-ness, n., corrupt-er, n.,

corrupt-ing, adj., corrupt-ingly, adv.

corruptible, adj. — Late L. corruptibilis (whence

also F. corruptible), 'liable to decay, corrupt-

ible', fr. L. corruptus, pp. of corrumpere. See cor-

rupt, v., and -ible.

Derivatives: corruptibil-ity, n., corruptible-ness,

n., corruptibl-y, adv.

corruption, n. — F., fr. L. corruptionem, ace. of

corruptio, 'a corrupting, spoiling', fr. corruptus,

pp. of corrumpere. See corrupt and -ion.

corruptive, adj. — Eccles. L. corruptivus, fr. L.

corruptus, pp. of corrumpere. See corrupt and

-ive.

Derivative: corruptive-ly, adv.

corsac, n., a small yellowish fox (Vulpes corsac)

of Central Asia. — Russ. korsak, fr. Kirghiz

karsak.

corsage, n. — F., formed with suff. -age fr. OF.
cars (F. corps), 'body'. See corps and cp. corse,

corset.

corsair, n., a pirate. — F. corsaire, fr. It. corsaro,

'pirate', lit. 'runner', fr. ML. cursdrius, fr. L.

cursus, 'a running, course, voyage'. See current,

adj., and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

hussar.

corse, n. {poet.) — A var. of corpse.

corselet, corslet, n., armor for the body. — F.

corselet, lit., 'little body', dimin. of OF. cors{V.

corps), 'body'. See corps and cp. next word.

corset, n., a close-fitting undergarment; stays. —
F. corset,\ii. 'a little body', dimin. of OF. cors (F.

corps), fr. L. corpus, 'body'. See corpus and -et

and cp. corps.

Derivatives: corset, tr. v., corset-ing, n., corset-

ry, n.

cortege, cortfege, n., a train of attendants; re-

tinue. — F. cortege, fr. It. corteggio, 'retinue',

fr. corteggiare, 'to court', fr. corte, 'court', fr. L.

cohorlem, cortem, ace. of cohors, cors, 'enclosed

place, yard'. See court and cp. next word.

Cortes, n., the two chambers of the legislative

assembly in Spain and Portugal. — Sp. and

Port., lit. 'courts', pi. of corte, 'court', fr. L.

cohortem, cortem. See prec. word.

cortex, n., the bark of a tree {bot.) — L., 'bark,

rind', lit. 'that which is stripped off', fr. I.-E.

base *{s)qer-, 'to cut, separate', whence also L.

corium, 'hide, leather'. See corium, and cp.

Corticium, excorticate, scorch, scortation. For
sense development cp. bark, 'rind of a tree', fr.

I.-E. base *bher-, 'to cut'.

cortical, adj., pertaining to a cortex. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L. cortex, gen. corticis,

'bark'. See prec. word.

Corybant

corticate, corticated, adj., provided with a cortex.

— L. corticdtus, 'covered with a bark', fr. cor-

tex, gen. corticis. See cortex and verbal suff. -ate.

Corticium, n., a genus of fungi {bot.) — ModL.,
fr. L. cortex, gen. corticis, 'bark'. See cortex

and I St -ium.

cortico-, combining form denoting the cortex. —
Fr. L. cortex, gen. corticis, 'bark'. See cortex.

corticosterone, n. {biochem.)— Coined fr. cortico-

and sterone, which is formed fr. sterol and
suff. -one.

cortisone, n., an adrenal cortex hormone {bio-

chem.) — Coined by Edward C. Kendall, its

discoverer, and Philip S. Hench, of the Mayo
Clinic, in 1936 through the abbreviation of prec.

word.

corundum, n., a very hard mineral. — Tamil

kurundam, fr. OI. kuruvinda-, 'ruby', which is of

uncertain etymology.

coruscant, adj., sparkling, flashing. — L. corus-

cdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of coruscdre. See

next word and -ant.

coruscate, intr. v., to sparkle, flash. — L. corus-

cdtus, pp. o{ coruscdre, 'to thrust with the horns;

to shake, vibrate, wave; to flash, glitter', fr.

coruscus, 'vibrating, waving, glittering', which

is of uncertain origin. It possibly stands for

*coroscos, and orig. meant 'leaping, jumping',

and is cogn. with Gk. dxaipetv, 'to leap, skip,

bound', fr. I.-E. base *{s)qer-, 'to jump, leap,

bound'. See cardinal, adj., and cp. words there

referred to. For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

coruscation, n. — Late L. coruscdtio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. coruscdtus, pp. of coruscdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

corvee, n., unpaid labor.— F., 'forced labor, stat-

ute labor', fr. VL. corrogdta {opera), '(work) in

which people are asked to participate', fern. pp.

of L. corrogdre, 'to bring together by entreaty',

fr. cor- and rogdre, 'to entreat'. See rogation.

corvette, n., a small fast war vessel {naut.) — F.,

dimin. formed fr. corve (a word occurring only

in a text of the year 1700), which was prob. bor-

rowed fr. MLG. korf, 'basket; a kind of ship';

see corf and -ette. It. corvetta and Sp. corbeta

are French loan words.

Corvidae, n. pi., a family of birds including the

ravens, crows, etc. — ModL., formed with suff.

-idae fr. L. corvus, 'raven'. See corvine.

corvine, adj., pertaining to the raven or crow. —
L. corvinus, fr. corvus, 'raven', from the I.-E.

imitative base *qer-, *qor-, *qr-, 'to cry, shout'.

See raven and -ine (representing L. -inus) and cp.

coracoid.

Corvus, n., a genus of birds, the crow {ornithol.)

— L. corvus, 'raven'. See prec. word.

Corybant, n., one of the attendants of Cybele

{Greek mythol.) — F. Corybante, fr. L. Cory-

bantem, ace. of Corybds, fr. Gk. KopupS;, gen.

Kopu^avTo?, a word of uncertain, possibly

Phrygian, origin.

Derivatives: Corybant-ian, Corybant-ic, adjs.
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Corydalis, n., a genus of plants of the fumewort

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xopuSaXXii;,

'crested lark', fr. x6puSo(;, of s.m., fr. Kopuc,

'helmet', which is rel. to xopiivv), 'club, mace',

xopucpT), 'head, top, summit'. See coryphaeus and

cp. words there referred to.

Corydon, n., the traditional name for a shepherd

or a rustic swain in pastoral poetry. — L.

Corydon, fr. Gk. KopuScov, name of a shepherd

in the idylls of Theocritus and in Virgil's

Eclogues.

Corylus, n., a genus of trees, the hazel (bot.) —
L. corylus, corulus, 'the hazel', cogn. with ON.
has}, OE. hsesel, of s.m. See hazel.

corymb, n., a broad cluster of flowers [bot^ —
L. corymbus, 'cluster of flowers', fr. Gk. x6-

pu|j.[Joc;, 'uppermost point, cluster of flowers',

which is rel. to xoputpT), 'head, top, summit'. See

coryphaeus and cp. next word.

Derivatives: corymb-ed, adj., corymbi-ate, co-

rymbi-al-ed, corymb-ose, adjs., corymb-ose-ly,

adv., corymb-ous, adj.

Coryneum, n., a form genus of imperfect fungi

(.bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xopiivTj. 'club, mace',

which is rel. to xoputpTj, 'head, top, summit'. See

next word and cp. corymb.

coryphaeus, n., i) the leader of the chorus in the

Greek drama; hence 2) a leader. — L., fr. Gk.

xop'jrfOLioQ. "leader, chief, fr. xoputf-f), 'head, top,

summit, the highest point', which is rel. to

xopuc. 'helmet', xopujiPoc, 'uppermost point,

cluster of flowers', xopuvr), 'club', and prob.

stands in gradational relationship to Att. Gk.

xipS, Att. and Dor. xapavov, Ion. xap-rjvov,

'head', and to Gk. xpavlov, 'skull'. See cranium

and cp. Corydalis, corymb, Coryneum. Cp. also

next word.

coryphee, n., a ballet dancer. — F. coryphee, fr. L.

coryphaeus. See prec. word.

Coryphodon, n., a genus of extinct inammals

ipaleonlol.) — ModL., compounded of xop'j9r;,

'head, top, summit', and oStov, gen. iSovToq,

tooth'. Sec coryphaeus and odonto-.

coryza, n., nasal catarrh (med.) — L. coryza, fr.

Gk. xop'j^a, 'a cold in the head, nasal catarrh',

which is prob. cogn. with OE. hrot, 'thick fluid,

scum', OHG. hroz, roz, 'nasal mucus", MHG.,
G. rolz, 'nasal mucus", OE. hrutan, "to snore;

to resound", ON. Iirjola, OS. hriitan, ON.
hrjola, OHG. hrft^^an, 'to rattle in one"s throat'.

cos, cos lettuce, n. — Prop, 'lettuce introduced

from Cos', fr. L. Cos, fr, Gk. \\Coc, one of the

Aegean islands, now called Stanchio. Cp. Coan.

cos, n, — Abbreviation of cosine.

cosecant, n., the secant of the complement of an

angle (irigoii.) — Formed on analogy of cosine

and cotangent fr. ModL. coniplemenli secans.

See CO- and secant.

coseismal, coseismic, adj., noting points where

an earthquake arrives simultaneously. — For-

med fr. CO- and seismal.

cosher, intr. v., to feast. — Ir. coisir, 'a feast'.

cosher, tr. v., to pamper. — Of uncertain origin.

cosher, adj. — A var. spelling of kosher.

cosignatory, adj., signing jointly with another

or others. — Formed fr. co- and signatory.

cosine, n., the sine of the complement of an angle

(trigon.) — Fr. co. sinus, abbreviation of ModL.
coniplemenli sinus, 'the sine of the complement'.

This name and its abbreviation into co. sinus

were first used by Edmund Gunter, a mathe-

matician of the early 1 7th cent. See complement

and sine and cp. cotangent, cosecant.

cosmetic, adj., serving to beautify. — Gk. xoo-

[iTjTixoi;, 'skilled in arranging', fr. xoct(j.y]t6i;,

'well-ordered', verbal adj. of xoo|xav, 'to order,

arrange, adorn', fr. xoa^ioc, 'order, ornament,

decoration, set form; world, universe'. See cos-

mos and -ic.

Derivatives: cosmetic, n., a preparation for

beautifying the skin, cosmetic-al-ly, adv., cos-

metic-ian, n., one who makes or applies cos-

metics.

cosmetology, n., the study of cosmetics. — Com-
pounded of Gk. n.oafxryioc,, 'well-ordered' (see

prec. word), and -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyot;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

cosmic, adj., pertaining to the cosmos; vast. —
Gk. xoCTpLtx6^, 'of, or connected with, the world',

fr. xoajxoi;, 'world'. See cosmos and -ic.

Derivatives: cosmic-al, adj., cosmic-al-ity, n.,

cosmic-al-ly, adv.

cosmo-, combining word denoting the world. —
Gk. xoCT|j.o-, fr. x6o(iO[;, 'world'. See cosmos.

cosmogony, n., the origination of the universe. —
Gk. xoafioyovta (whence also F. cosmogonie),

compounded of x6ct|j.o;, 'world', and -yovia, fr.

yovo;, 'race, off'spring'. See cosmos and -gony.

Derivatives: cosmogon-ic, cosmogon-ic-al, adjs.,

cosmogon-ist, n.

cosmography, n., description of the universe. —
Gk. xoaijioYpayta, compounded of x6ajiO(;,

'world', and -Ypa9ia, fr. ypatpeiv, 'to write'. See

cosmos and -graphy.

Derivatives : cosmograph-ic, cosmograph-ic-at,

adjs.

cosmology, n., that part of metaphysics which

deals with the universe. — Compounded of

cosmo- and Gk. -Xoyti, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who
sf)eaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: cosmolog-ic, cosmolog-ic-al, adjs.,

cosmolog-ic-al-ly, adv., cosmohg-ist, n.

cosmonaut, n., an astronaut. — Compounded of

cosmo- and Gk. vajrr,;, 'sailor, seaman'. See

nautical and cp. astronaut.

cosmonautics, n., astronautics. — Compounded
of cosmo- and nautics. Cp. prec. word. Cp. also

astronautics.

cosmoplastic, adj., pertaining to the plastic force

that forms the world. — Compounded of cos-

mo- and plastic.

cosmopolitan, adj., belonging to the whole world;

1

n., a citizen of the world. — Formed with suff.

-an, fr. Gk. xoojxoTroXfTy]?, 'citizen of the world',

fr. xoa^o?, 'world,' and ttoXttt)!;, 'citizen' (fr.

tioXk;, 'city'). See cosmo- and politic.

Derivatives: cosmopolitan-ism, n., cosmopolitan-

ize, V.

cosmopolite, n., a cosmopolitan person. — Gk.

xoCT(io7roXiT7);. See prec. word.

Derivatives : cosmopolit-ic, cosmopolit-ic-al,

adjs., cosmopolit-ism, n.

cosmorama, n., an exhibition of views of different

parts of the world. — Compounded of Gk.

xoa^o?, 'world', and opa|xa, 'that which is seen,

view, sight', fr. opSv, 'to see'. For the first ele-

ment see cosmos. The second element is cogn.

with L. vereri, 'to observe with awe, revere, re-

spect, fear', OE. wxr, 'cautious, aware'. See

ware, 'alert', and cp. the second element in dio-

rama, myriorama, panorama. Cp. also -rama.

Derivative: cosmoram-ic, adj.

cosmos, n., the world conceived as an ordered

whole. — Gk. xoaijioi;, 'order, ornament, de-

coration, set form; world, universe', whence

xocfjtav, 'to order, arrange, adorn', xoajnfjToc;

(verbal adj.), 'well-ordered, regular'; of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. cosmetic, the first element in

cosmetology and the second element in macro-

cosm, microcosm.

coss, n. — A variant spelling of kos.

cossack, n., one of a people of the southern Soviet

union in Europe and near-by parts of Asia,

noted as horsemen. — Russ. kozak, kazak, fr.

Turk, qazaq, qdzaq, 'nomad, vagabond'.

cosset, n., a lamb reared by hand, a pet lamb. —
Prob. fr. OE. cot-sxta, 'cottage dweller, house

dweller', fr. cot, 'cot, house', and sSeta, 'dweller',

fr. sittan, 'to sit, to dwell'. See cot, 'cottage', and

sit. For sense development cp. G. Hauslamm,

'pet lamb', fr. Haus, 'house', and Lamm, 'lamb',

and It. casiccio, 'pet lamb', fr. casa, 'house'.

Derivative: cosset, tr. v., to treat as a pet.

cost, intr. v. — ME. costen, fr. OF. coster (F.

coHter), 'to cost', fr. L. constdre, 'to stand to-

gether, to be established, settled, certain, evi-

dent', which is formed fr. con- and stare, 'to

stand'; cp. It. constare, OProveng. Cat., Sp.

costar. Port, custar, 'to cost'. Rum. custd, 'to

live', which all derive fr. L. constdre. See state

and cp. constant.

cost, n. — OF. (F. coUt), back formation fr. cos-

ter (F. coHter). Cp. It., Sp. coslo, Sp. costa.

Port, custa, 'cost, price'. Rum. cust, 'duration

of life', and see cost, v.

Derivatives: cost-less, adj., cost-less-ness, n.,

cost-ly, adv., cost-li-ness, n.

costal, adj., pertaining to a rib or ribs. — F., fr.

ML. costdlis, fr. L. costa, 'rib, side, coast'. See

coast and adj. suff. -al and cp. coastal. Cp. also

costard, costate, coteau.

Derivative; costal-ly, adv.

costard, n., a variety of apple. — Lit. 'ribbed', fr.

OF. caste (F. cole), 'rib", fr. L. costa (see coast

and -ard) ; so called with reference to the ribs

on its surface. Cp. costermonger.

costate, adj., having ribs, ribbed. — L. costdtus,

'having ribs', fr. costa. See costal and adj. suff.

-ate.

costean, intr. v., to bore through the soil down
to the rock to find out the course of a mineral

deposit. — Co. costen, prob. contracted fr.

cothas sten, 'dropped tin'. Co. sten is rel. to

Gael., Ir. stdn, 'tin'. See stannary.

coster, n. — Short for costermonger.

costermonger, n., an apple seller. — From orig.

costardmonger, lit. 'apple seller'. See costard

and monger.

costive, adj., constipated. — MF. costive, fr. L.

constlpdtus, pp. of constipdre, 'to press closely

together'. See constipate. For the loss of the

French pp. suff. -e in English cp. defile, 'a nar-

row valley', signal, 'noticeable', trove.

Derivative : costive-ness, n.

costmary, n., a plant with fragrant leaves (Chry-

santhemum balsamita) — ME. costmarye, com-
pounded of OE. cost, 'costmary', and Mary.
OE. cost derives fr. L. costus, fr. Gk. xoaTo?, fr.

Heb. qosht, 'an oriental aromatic plant', which,

together with Arab, qust, of s.m., is borrowed

fr. 01. kiisthah.

costo-, combining form meaning 'rib'. — Fr. L.

costa, 'rib'. See costal.

costotome, n., an instrument for the dissection

of ribs. — A hybrid coined fr. L. costa, 'rib',

and Gk. -xojxoi;, 'cutting'. See coast and -tome.

costotomy, n., division of a rib (med.) — A hybrid

coined fr. L. costa, 'rib', and Gk. -TO|jiia, 'a cut-

ting of, fr. TO(jir], 'a cutting'. See coast and -tomy.

costume, n., — F., 'costume, dress', fr. It. cos-

tume, 'custom, fashion, customary dress, dress',

fr. L. cdnsuetadinem, ace. of consuetOdo, 'cus-

tom'. See custom.

Derivatives: costume, tr. v., coslum-er, n., cos-

tum-ery, n., costum-ing, n.

costumier, n., a costumer. — F., 'dealer in cos-

tumes', fr. costume. See prec. word and -ier.

cosy, adj. — A var. spelling of cozy.

Derivatives : cosi-ly, adv., cosi-ness, n.

cot, n., hut, cottage. — ME. cot, cote, fr. OE. cot,

cote, 'cottage, house, dwelling', rel. to ON. kot,

'hut', MDu. cot, cote, Du. kot, 'hovel, cot'. Cp.

cote, coterie, cottage, cotter, 'cottager', cottier.

Derivative: cot, to put in a cot.

cot, n., bedstead; bed (naut.) (Anglo-Ind.) —
Hind, khdt, khatvd, fr. OI. khdtvd, borrowed

from Dravidian; cp. Tamil kattil, 'beadstead'.

cot, n. — Abbreviation of cotangent.

cotangent, n., the tangent of the complement of

an angle (trigon.) — Fr. co. tangens, abbrevation

of ModL. complement! tangens, 'the tangent of

the complement'. This name and its abbreviation

into CO. tangens were first used by Edmund
Gunter, a mathematician of the early 17th cen-

tury. See complement and tangent and cp. co-

secant, cosine.
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cotarnine, also cotarnin, n., a nonpoisonous alka-

loid, CijHisNOi (chem.) — Anagram of nar-

cotine; so caUed in allusion to the circumstance

that cotarnine is obtained by the oxidation of

narcotine.

cote, n., a shelter for pigeons, sheep, etc. — ME.
cote, cot. See cot, 'hut, cottage'.

coteau, n., an upland (Canada and U.S.A.) — F.,

'a hiir, fr. OF. costel, orig. 'side', fr. coste (F.

cote), 'rib, side, hillside', fr. L. casta. See coast.

cotemporary, adj. — The same as contemporary.

cotenant, n., a joint tenant. — Formed fr. co- and
tenant.

coterie, n., an exclusive group of persons. — F.,

'association of country people, set, circle', fr.

OF. cotier, 'cottager, cotter'. See cot, 'hut', and

-ery.

cothurnus, n., the buskin worn by the Greek and
Roman tragic actors; tragedy; tragic style. —
L., fr. Gk. xdi^opvoi;, which is of foreign, pos-

sibly Lydian, origin.

cotillion, n., a lively dance. — F. cotillon, name
of a dance, lit., 'petticoat', dimin. of cotte,

'coat', fr. OF. cote, fr. Frankish *kotta, 'coat'.

See coat and cp. cotta.

cotise, n., the fourth part of a band, used in pairs

(her^ — F. cotice, fr. ML. coticium, fr. cota,

cotta, 'tunic', which is of Teut. origin. See coat

and cp. cotillion, cotta.

Derivative: cotise, tr. v.

Cotoneaster, n., a genus of plants of the apple

family (hot) — ModL., formed with the pejora-

tive suff. -aster fr. L. cotonea, 'quince'. See

quince.

cotrustee, n., a joint trustee. — Formed fr. co-

and trustee.

cotta, n., a short surplice (eccles.) — ML. cotta,

'tunic', of Teut. origin. See coat and cp. words
there referred to.

cottabus, n., a game in vogue at drinking parties

in ancient Athens. — L., fr. Gk. xoxxapo;, 'a

Sicilian game of throwing the wine left in one's

cup into a metal basin', which stands perh. for

*xoTfaPo(; and is rel. to xotuXt], 'cup'. See

cotyledon.

cottage, n. — AF. cotage, a hybrid coined fr. OF.
cote, a Frankish loan word (see cot, 'hut, cot-

tage'), and -age, a suff. of Latin origin.

Derivatives: cottag-ed, adj., cottag-er, n.

cotter, cottar, n., a cottager. — ML. cotdrius, cot-

tdrius, fr. cota, cotta. See cot, 'hut, cottage'.

cotter, n., a wedge, bolt. — Of unknown origin.

cotterite, n,, a variety of quartz (mineral.) —
Named after its discoverer Miss Cotter, of Rock-
forest, Ireland. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

Cottidae, n. pL, a family of fishes, the sculpins,

etc. (ichthyol.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-idae fr. Cottus (q.v.)

cottier, n., a cottager. — OF. cotier, fr. cote. See

cote and -ler.

cotton, n.— ME. coton, fr. P. coton, fr. Sp. colon.

fr. Arab, qutun, whence also It. cotone, OProv-
en9. coton. Port, cotao, Du. katoen, and
(through the medium of Dutch) G. Kattun, 'cot-

ton'. Cp. acton, kittel.

Derivatives: cotton, adj., cotton, v. (q.v.), cot-

ton-y, adj.

cotton, intr. v., to agree. — Fr. cotton, n. The
orig. meaning of the verb was 'to stick together

like cotton'.

cotula, n., an ancient Greek measure {Greek an-

tig.) — L. cotula, cotyla, 'a small vessel; a

measure of capacity', fr. Gk. xotuXy]. See

cotyledon.

Cotumix, n., a genus of birds, the Old World
quail (ornithol.) — L. coturnix, 'a quail', dissi-

milated from earlier coctwnix, quocturnix, fr.

base *qwok-, imitative of the quail's cry. For a

similar, but not related, imitative base cp. quail,

the bird.

cotwal, n. — A var. spelling of kotwal.

cotyledon, n., a seed leaf {hot.) — L., 'navelwort',

fr. Gk. xotuXtjSuv, 'any cup-shaped hollow,

navelwort', fr. xotuXt], 'anything hollow, a cup,

socket of a joint', which is possibly rel. to

xdTTapo.;, 'cottabus' (name of a game), and

cogn. with L. catinus, 'deep vessel for cooking,

or serving up, food' (whence dimin. catillus);

cp. ON. ketill, OHG. ke55il, 'kettle', which are

borrowed fr. L. catillus, and see kettle. Cp.

acotyledon, cotyliscus, cotula. Cp. also cottabus.

cotyledonous, adj., having cotyledons. — Formed
from prec. word with suff. -ous.

cotyliscus, n., a small cup {Greek and Roman an-

tiq.) — L., fr. Gk. xotuXictxoi;, 'a little cup',

dimin. of xotuXt). See cotyledon.

cotyloid, adj., cup-shaped. — Compounded of

xotuXt), 'cup', and ~osi8i}<;, 'like', fr. elSoq, 'form,

shape'. See cotyledon and -old.

couch, n., a bed. — F., fr. coucher, 'to lay down'.

See couch, v.

couch, tr. and intr. v. — F. coucher, 'to lay down,

put to bed', fr. OF. colchier, couchier, coucher,

of s.m., fr. L. collocdre, 'to place, station, ar-

range', whence also It. collocare. Proven?, colcar,

colgar, 'to lay, place', Sp. colgar, 'to hang up,

suspend'. It. colcare, coricare. Rum. culca, 'to

lay down, put to bed'. See collocate and cp.

accouchement.

Derivatives: couch-er, n., couch-ing, n.

couch, n., couch grass. — See couch grass.

Derivative: couch-y, adj.

couchant, adj., lying down with the head up (her.)

— F., pres. part, of coucher. See couch, v., and

-ant.

couch grass. — A var. of quitch grass.

cougar, n.— F. couguar, a name coined by Buffon

on analogy oijaguar fr. cuguacuarana, supposed

to be a Brazilian word. In reality, however, this

latter is due to an erroneous reading. Tupi susu-

arana was transHterated by the Portuguese into

fucuarana. Through the negligent omission of

the cedillas from under the letters c arose the
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word from which Buffon coined F. couguar.

cough, intr. v. — ME. cowhen, coughen, fr. OE.

*cohhian (whence OE. cohhetan, 'to make a

noise'), rel. to MDu. cochen, Du. kuchen, 'to

cough', MHG. kUchen, 'to breathe'. Cp. G.

keuchen, 'to pant, gasp', which is a blend of

MHG. kdchen, 'to breathe', and klchen, 'to

pant'. For this latter see chincough.

Derivatives: cough, n., cough-er, n.

could, aux. v. — Past tense of can, fr. ME. coude,

fr. OE. cUpe. The / in could is etymologically in-

correct and due to the analogy of should and

would.

coulee, n., a stream of solidified lava. — F., fem.

pp. of couler, 'to flow', used as a noun. See

next word.

coulisse, n., back stage place. — F., prop. fem.

of the adj. coulis, 'that which glides' (in vent

coulis, 'a wind that comes through crevices'),

fr. OF. coleis, couleis, fr. VL. *cdldticius, 'that

which pertains to gliding', fr. L. colore, 'to

strain, filter', in VL. 'to flow; to glide', fr. colum,

'strainer'. See colander and cp. words there

referred to.

couloir, n., a mountain gully, gorge.— F., 'strain-

er; corridor, passage way', fr. couler, 'to flow,

run, strain', fr. L. colore. See prec. word.

coulomb, n., the unit of quantity in electricity. —
Named after the French physicist Charles-

Augustin de Coulomb (1736-1806).

coumarin, n., a crystalline substance {chem.) —
F. coumarine, fr. coumarou, 'the Tonka-bean

tree', fr. Tupi cumaru.

council, n. — OF. cuncile, fr. L. concilium, 'a

gathering, meeting, assembly', which stands for

*con-caliom, and prop, means 'a calling to-

gether', fr. con- and caldre, 'to call, proclaim'.

See calends and cp. conciliar, conciliate. For the

change of Latin a (in *con-cdliom) to i (in con-

cilium) see abigeat and cp. words there referred

to. Council was often confused with counsel.

councilor, councillor, n. — Formed from prec.

word with agential suff'. -or.

counsel, n. — ME. conseil, counseil, fr. OF. con-

sell, counseil (F. conseil), fr. L. consilium, 'deli-

berative assembly; consultation, deliberation,

plan, design, advice, counsel', which is prob.

rel. to consulere, 'to take counsel, deliberate'.

See consult, v.

counsel, tr. v. — ME. conseillen, fr. F. conseiller,

'to advise, counsel, recommend', fr. L. con-

silidri, 'to take counsel; to give counsel', fr.

consilium. See counsel, n.

counselor, counsellor, n. — ME. counseiller, fr.

OF. conseilleor, conseiilere (F. conseiller), fr. L.

consilidtorem, ace. of consiliator, 'counselor',

fr. consilidri. See counsel, v., and agential suff.

-or.

count, tr. and intr. v. — ME. counten, fr. OF.
confer (F. compter), 'to count, reckon', fr. L.

computdre, 'to sum up, reckon'. See compute

and cp. conte. Cp. also account, discount, re-

count. Modem French differentiates between
compter, 'to count', and confer, 'to narrate',

although the two words are etymologically

identical.

Derivatives: count-able, adj. and n., count-able-

ness, n., countabl-y, adv.

count, n., the act of reckoning. — Late L. com-

putus, fr. L. computdre. See count, v., and cp.

computus.

count, n., a title of nobility. — AF. counte, fr.

OF. conte (F. comte), fr. L. comitem, ace. of

comes, 'companion' (in Late L. also 'one be-

longing to the imperial court'), fr. *com-i-t-, lit.

'one who goes with another', fr. com- and the

stem of ire, 'to go'; see itinerate. Cp. It. conte,

OProven^. comte, Catal., Sp. and Port, conde,

'count', which all derive fr. L. comitem. Cp. also

countess, county, contessa, concomitant, the first

element in constable, and the second element in

viscount.

countenance, n. — OF. (= F.) contenance, 'de-

meanor, bearing', fr. L. continentia, 'a holding

together; self control', fr. continens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of continere, 'to hold together'. See

contain and -ance and cp. continence, which is

a doublet of countenance.

Derivatives : countenance, tr. v., countenanc-er,n.

counter, n., one who counts. — ME. countour,

fr. OF. conteor (F. compteur), fr. Late L. com-

putdtorem, ace. of computdtor, 'computer,

reckoner', fr. L. computdtus, pp. of computdre.

See count, 'to reckon', and agential suff. -er.

coimter, n., a table on which money is counted.

— ME. countour, fr. OF. conteoir (F. comptoir),

fr. ML. computdtorium, prop, 'a place for count-

ing", fr. L. computdre. See count, 'to reckon'.

counter, adv., in the opposite way or direction. —
F. contre, fr. L. contra, 'against, opposite'. See

contra-.

counter, adj., contrary. — Fr. prec. word.

counter, n., that which is opposite or contrary

to something. — Fr. counter, adj.

counter, tr. v., to go or act counter to ; intr. v., to

make a counter move; to oppose. — Fr. coun-

ter, adv. Cp. encounter.

counter-, combining form expressing opposition,

contrast, correspondence, reciprocity. — F.

contre-, fr. contre, 'against', fr. L. contrd. See

counter, adv.

counterfeit, adj. — OF. contrefait, contrefet (F.

contrefait), pp. of contrefaire, 'to counterfeit',

fr. contre, 'against', and faire (fr. L. facere), 'to

make, do'. See counter- and fact.

Derivatives: counterfeit, n. and v., counterfeit-er,

n., counterfeit-ly , adv., counterfeit-ment, n.,

counterfeit-ness, n.

counterfoil, n., a stub. — Formed fr. counter- and

foil, 'a thin leaf of metal'.

counterfort, n., a buttress. — F. contrefort, lit., 'a

strong support placed against the wall', fr.

contre, 'against', and/orf, 'strong'. See counter-

and fort.
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countermark, n. — F. contremarque, fr. contre,

'against', and marque, 'mark'. See counter- and
mark.

countermark, tr. v. — F. conlremarquer, fr. con-

tremarque. See countermark, n.

counterpaly, adj., paly and divided fesswise (her.)

— F. contrepale, fr. contre, 'against', and pale,

'provided with pales', fr. pal, 'a stake'. See

counter- and pale, 'stake', and cp. paly.

counterpane, n., a coverlet. — Fr. earlier counter-

point, 'coverlet', fr. earlier F. contrepointe,

which is a blend of contre, 'against', and OF.
coite-pointe, lit. 'quilt stitched through', fr. L.

culcita puncta, fr. culcita, 'quilt", and puncta,

fern. pp. of pungere, 'to prick, pierce, point'.

See quilt and point, n., and cp. counterpoint,

'counterpane'. F. courtepointe, 'counterpane', is

a blend of court, 'short', and contrepointe. The
second element in E. counterpane is due to a

confusion of OF. pointe, 'stitched through',

with pan, 'cloth', fr. L. pannus, 'piece of cloth'

(see pane).

counterpoint, n., combination of melodies (mus.)

— OF. contrepoint, fr. ML. cantus contrapHnctus

(whence also It. contrappunto), from the term

pUnctus contra pOnctum, 'note against note' (lit.

'point against point'). The former practice was

to write the notes for the accompanying voice

against (i.e. over or under) the notes for the first

voice. See counter- and point, n., and cp. contra-

puntal.

counterpoint, n., a counterpane (obsol.) — Fr.

earlier F. contrepointe, 'coverlet'. See counter-

pane.

counterpoise, n., a counterweight. — ME. coun-

trepeis, fr. OF. contrepois (F. confrepoids), fr.

contre, 'against', and pais (F. poids), 'weight'.

See counter- and poise, n.

counterpoise, tr. v., to counterbalance. — ME.
countrepesen, countrepeisen, fr. OF. contrepeis-,

contrepois-, pres. sing, stem of contrepeser. See

counter- and poise, v., and cp. counterpoise, n.

counterscarp, n., the outer slope of a ditch (fort^

— F. contrescarpe, fr. It. contrascarpa, fr. con-

tra, 'against' (fr. L. contra), and Scarpa, 'scarp'.

See counter- and scarp.

countersign, tr. v. — F. contresigner, fr. MF., fr.

contre, 'against', and signer, 'to sign' (fr. L.

signare). See counter- and sign, v. and n.

countersign, n.— MF. contresigne, fr. contresigner.

See countersign, tr. v.

countertenor, n., a high tenor voice (mus.)— MF.
contreteneur, fr. It. contratenore, fr. contra,

'against', and tenore, 'a tenor'. See counter and

tenor,

countervail, tr. and intr. v., i) to compensate;

2) to counteract. — ME. countrevailen, fr. OF.
contrevaloir, 'to be effective against', fr. contre,

'against', and valoir, 'to be worth' (fr. L. valere,

'to be strong, be well, be worth"). See counter-

and valiant,

countess, n. — OF. contesse (F. comtesse), fern.

of conte (F. comte), 'count'. See count, 'title of

nobility', and -ess.

countless, adj. — Formed fr. count, 'number',

with suff. -less; first used by Shakespeare.

countrified, adj. — Pp. of obsol. countrify, ar-

bitrarily formed fr. country and suff. -fy.

country, n. — ME. contree, fr. OF. cuntree, con-

tree (F. contree), fr. Late L. contrata, 'land lying

opposite', fr. L. contra, 'against, opposite'. See

contra- and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

It., OProven?. Catal., Sp. and Port, contrada,

which also derive fr. Late L. contrata.

county, n. — OF. cunte, conte, contee (F. comte),

fr. L. comitdtus, 'escort, retinue', lit. 'a com-
pany', fr. comitdtus, pp. of comitdri, 'to accom-
pany', fr. comes, gen. comitis, 'companion'. See

count, 'title of nobility', and cp. contadino and
posse comitatus.

Derivative: county, adj.

coup, n., a successful stroke of business. — F.,

'stroke, blow', fr. VL. colpus (occurring in the

text of the Salic law), fr. L. colaphus, 'a blow

with the fist, a box on the ear', fr. Gk. y.ok(x<fo<;,

of s.m., which is rel. to y.oXaTTTstv, 'to hew, cut',

fr. I.-E. base *qold-, 'to strike, cut', whence also

xoXousiv, 'to cut short, curtail', xoXog, 'docked,

curtailed, stunted; short-horned, hornless',

xoXopoi;, 'docked, curtailed, stunted, mutilated'.

See calamity and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also cope, 'to struggle with', coppice, copse,

coupe, coupee, coupon, recoup, culpable and the

second element in Dendrocolaptidae.

coupe, n., i) a half-compartment in a European
railway car; 2) a closed carriage seating two

persons with an outside seat for the driver; 3) a

closed two-door automobile. — F., prop. pp. of

couper, 'to cut', used as a noun, fr. coup, 'stroke,

blow'. See prec. word and cp. next word.

coupee, n., a term of dancing. — F., prop. fem.

pp. of couper, 'to cut', used as a noun. See

coup and cp. preceding word.

couple, n. — OF. copte, cuple, couple (F. couple),

fr. L. copula, 'that which binds together, band,

bond'. See copula and cp. couplet.

couple, tr. and intr. v. — OF. copier, cupler,

coupler (F. coupler), fr. L. cdpuldre, 'to bind to-

gether, couple', fr. copula. See prec. word.

Derivatives: coupl-ed, adj., coupl-er, n., coupl-

ing, n.

couplet, n., a pair of usually rhyming lines. —
F., dimin. of couple. See couple, n., and -et.

Derivative : couplet-eer, n.

coupon, n., a detachable part of a ticket or a cer-

tificate. — F., lit. 'a piece cut off"', fr. couper, 'to

cut', fr. coup, 'stroke, blow'. See coup.

courage, n. — ME. corage, fr. OF. corage, curage,

courage (F. courage), fr. VL. *cord/icum (whence

also It. coraggio, OProven?. coratge, Sp. coraje.

Port, coragem), fr. L. cor, 'heart'. See cordate

and -age and cp. encourage, discourage.

courageous, adj. — AF., fr. OF. corageus (F.

courageux), fr. corage. See prec. word and -ous.

=-v^

Derivatives: courageous-ly, adv., courageous-

ness, n.

courant, n., a newspaper (now used only in the

names of newspapers). — F., 'running', pres.

part, of courir, 'to run'. See current, adj., and

-ant and cp. next word.

courante, n., a dance characterized by running

steps. — F. courante, fem. of courant. See prec.

word.

courier, n., a messenger. — F. courrier, fr. It. cor-

riere, fr. ML. currerius, 'a professional runner',

fr. L. currere, 'to run'. See current, adj.

coivlan, n., a bird of the genus Aramus. — F.,

changed fr. courliri, fr. Galibi kurliri, which is

of imitative origin.

course, n. — Partly fr. F. cours, fr. L. cursus, 'a

running, course', partly fr. F. course, fr. It. corsa,

'a course', which also derives fr. L. cursus, fr.

curs-(um), pp. stem of currere, 'to run'. See

current, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: course, tr. and intr. v., courser

(q.v.), cours-ing, n.

courser, n., a swift horse. — F. coursier, fr. ML.
cursdrius, fr. L. cursus, 'a running, course'. See

course.

courser, n., a bird of the genus Cursorius (orni-

thol.) — Late L. cursdrius, 'pertaining to run-

ning', fr. L. cursus, 'a running, course". See

course and cp. prec. word.

court, n. — ME. court, curt, fr. OF. court, curt

(F. cour), 'court, yard', fr. L. cOrlem, ace. of

cors, contracted form of cohors, 'yard, enclosure

;

company; crowd, cohort', which is formed fr. co-

and I.-E. *ghitis, 'enclosure", fr. base *gherdh-,

'to enclose', whence also L. hortus, "garden", lit.

'an enclosed place", Gk. /opTo;, 'enclosed place:

cattle farm'. Goth, gards, 'house", OE. geard,

'piece of land, garden, yard'. Cp. Rum. curte.

It., Sp.,Port. force, OProveng.,Calal.r(7rr, which

all derive fr. L. cortem. See yard, 'enclosure",

and cp. cohort, which is a doublet of court. Cp.

also cortege, curtain, curtilage.

Derivatives: court, tr. v., courteous, courtesy

(qq.v.), court-ier, n., court-ier-ly, adj., court-ling,

n,, court-ly, adj. and adv., courl-li-ncss, n.

courtcard, n., a king, queen or knave of playing

cards. — Folk-etymological alteration of orig-

inal coat-card.

courteous, adj. — ME. corlais, cartels, cortois, fr.

OF. curteis, cartels (F. courtois). See court and

-ous and cp. courtesy.

Derivatives : courleous-ly, adv., courleous-ness, n.

courtesan, courtezan, n. — F. courtisane, fem.

of courtisan, 'courtier', fr. It. cortigiano, fr.

corte, 'court". See court.

courtesy, n. — ME. cortaisie, corteisie, cortesie,

courtesie, fr. OF. cortesie, corteisie (F. cour-

toisie), fr. cartels (F. courtois). See courteous

and -y (representing OF. -ie) and cp. curtesy,

curtsy.

couscous, n., an African dish of meat and steamed

flour. — F., fr. Arab, kuskus, fr. kdskasa, 'he

pounded', which is rel. to Heb. kiskes, of s.m.

These verbs are prop. Pilpel forms of Arab.

kdssa, resp. Heb. kdsds, 'he chewed'. Cp. Ak-
kad. kasdsu, 'to cut small', Aram.-Syr. kiss'tM,

Akkad. kissatu, 'fodder'.

cousin, n. — F. cousin, rel. to OProveng. cozin;

fr. L. consohrlnus, 'cousin-german', orig. de-

noting only 'the child of a mother's sister', fr.

con- and sobrJnus, 'a cousin by the mother's

side', contraction of sordrinus, from soror, 'sis-

ter' (hence prop, meaning 'sister's child'), which

is cogn. with Goth, swistar, OE. sweostor, 'sis-

ter'. See sister and cp. cozen.

Derivatives: cousin-ly, adj. and adv., cousin-

hood, n., cousin-ship, n.

coutel, n., a kind of knife (hist.) — OF. coutel

(whence F. couteau), fr. L. cultellus, dimin. of

culter, 'plowshare, knife'. See colter.

coutil, coutille, n., a close-woven canvas fabric.—
F. coutil, 'drill, twill, ticking', fr. OF. coute

(now couette, coite), 'featherbed', fr. L. culcita,

'sack filled with feathers, cushion', which is

cogn. with 01. kHrcah, 'bundle, bunch, tuft'.

Cp. quilt and words there referred to.

couvade, n., a practice among some primitive

peoples according to which, when a child is

born, the father also takes to bed and takes care

of the child. — F., 'a brood', fr. couver, 'to

brood', fr. L. cubdre, 'to lie down'. See covey

and -ade and cp. concubine.

cove, n., a small bay; a sheltered nook. — ME.,

fr. OE. cofa, 'chamber", rel. to ON. kofi, 'hut',

MHG. kobe, G. Koben, 'pigsty", and cogn. with

Gk. yinn], 'cave, den, hole', x'>'\i, gen. -^ymo^,

'vuhure', fr. I.-E. *geu-p-, a -p-cnlargement of

base *geu-. 'to bend, curve, arch', whence Gk.

Y'J'^c, 'the curved piece of a wood in a plow',

yuiov, 'limb' (chiefly used in the pi. yula), and

*Yua, 'hand', which prob. appears in eyT^'')'

'surety, security, bail', prop, 'pledge put into

one's hand", and in eyY'^?. 'near'. Cp. base

*g(u)wel-, an -/-enlargement of base *geu-,

whence Ol. gdlah, gulah, 'sphere', Gk. yjrikm,

'a hollow", Megarian y'-'i'-S?, 'cup", Gk. yuXio;

(also yjAioc), 'long-shaped wallet", OHG. kiol,

"vessel", kiulla, 'pocket, wallet". Cp. bowel

and words there referred to, cod, 'a small bag",

endyscope. Gyps, gyre. For derivatives of I.-E.

*qeu-p-, a collateral form of base *geu-p-, see

cup and words there referred to.

Derivatives; cove, tr. and intr. v., cov-ed, adj.

cove, n., fellow, chap (slang). — Gypsy kova,

'that man'.

covellite, n., indigo copper (mineral.) — Named
after the Italian chemist Niccolo Covelli (1790-

1829), who discovered it in the lava of Mount

Vesuvius. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

coven, covine, n., an assembly of witches. — OF.

covent, 'assembly". See convent and cp. covin.

covenant, n. OF, covenant, 'a coming together,

assembly', prop, pres, part, of covenir, 'to come
together, assemble', whence F. convenlr, 'to
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agree; to suit, fit'. See convene and -ant and
cp. convenient.

Derivatives; covenant, v., covenant-ed, adj.,

covenant-er, n.

cover, tr. v. — OF. covrir, cuvrir (F. couvrir), fr.

L. cooperire, 'to cover wholly, cover', fr. co-

and operire, 'to cover', for *op-wenre, which is

formed fr. ob, 'toward', and I.-E. base *wer-,

'to enclose, cover'. See ob- and weir and cp.

aperient, operculum. Cp. also the first element

in curfew.

Derivatives: cover, n., cover-age, n., cover-ed,

adj., cover-er, n., cover-ing, adj. and n.

coverlet, n., a bedcover. — ME. coverlyte, fr. AF.
coverlit (cp. F. couvre-lii), fr. OF. covrir, cuvrir

(F. couvrir), 'to cover', and lit, 'bed', fr. L. lectus.

See cover and lie, 'to recline'.

covert, adj., i) covered, hidden, sheltered; 2) (law)

married (said of a woman), lit. 'covered (i.e.

protected) by her husband'. — ME., fr. OF.
covert (F. couvert), pp. of covrir. See cover and
cp. overt. Cp. also feme covert and discovert.

Derivatives: covert, n., covert-ly, adv., covert-

ness, n.

coverture, n., the status of a married woman (/aw).

— OF. (F. couverture), fr. covert, pp. of covrir.

See prec. word and -nre.

covet, tr. and intr. v.— Fr. OF. coveitier, fr. VL.
*cupidietdre, fr. *cupidietds, altered fr. L. cupi-

ditas, 'desire', fr. cupere, 'to desire' ; see Cupid.

OF. coveitier soon became conveitier (F. con-

voiter) on analogy of the numerous words be-

ginning with con-.

Derivatives: covet-able, adj., covet-er, n., covet-

ing, adj., covet-ing-ly, adv., covetise (q.v.), covet-

ive-ness, n., covetous (q.v.)

covetise, n., covetousness (obsol.)— OF. coveitise

(F. convoitise), fr. VL. *cupiditia, fr. L. cupidus,

'desirous', fr. cupere, 'to desire'. See covet and
-ise.

covetous, adj. — OF. coveitos (F. convoiteux),

from the stem of coveitier, 'to covet'. See covet

and -ous.

Derivatives: covetous-ly, adv., covetous-ness, n.

covey, n., a brood of partridges. — OF. covee

(F. couvee), prop. fern. pp. of cover (F. couver),

'to sit on, hatch', fr. L. cubdre, 'to lie down',

which is cogn. with Gk. xu^o?, 'hoUow above
the hip of cattle'. See cubicle.

covid, n., a varying measure of length. — Indo-

Port., fr. Port, covado, 'ell, cubit', fr. L. cubitum,

cubitus, 'elbow, ell, cubit', whence also Sp. codo,

Catal. colde, colze, Proveng. coide, F. coude,

Tosc. govito, Olt. gombito. It. gomito. Rum. cot,

'elbow'. See cubit.

covil, n. — A var. spelling of kovil.

covin, n., an unlawful agreement (Jaw). — OF.
covin, covine, lit. 'a coming together', fr. covenir.

See covenant and cp. coven.

covine, n. — See coven.

coving, n., a cove or series of coves (archil.) —
Formed fr. cove, 'arch,' with subst. suff. -tag.

cow, n. — ME. ky, kye, fr. OE. cu, rel. to OS. ko,

OFris. kU, MDu. coe, Du. koe, OHG. chuo,

kuo, MHG. kuo, G. Kuh, Dan. and Swed. ko,

ON. kyr, Norw. kyr, ko, 'cow', and cogn. with

Olr. bo, W. buw, 'cow', L. bos, Gk. (Joii? (for

*g«'dus-), 'ox', Lett, giiovs, 'cow', OSlav. *gov-

^do, Czech hovado, Slovak hovddo, 'ox', OI.

gduh, Avestic gdush, 'ox, bull, cow', Toch. A
ko, ki, B keu, 'cow'. Arm. kov, 'cow', kogi,

'butter'. All these words ult. derive fr. Sumeric

gu (fr. earlier gud), 'bull, ox', a word of imi-

tative origin. Chinese ngo, ngU, 'ox', is a Sumeric
loan word (possibly through the medium of an

Indo-European language). Cp. kine. Cp. also

Bos, boustrophedon, bovine, Bucentaur, Buce-

phalus, Buceros, bucolic, buffalo, bugle, bugloss,

Bupleurum, Buprestis, Busycon, butter, Gaek-
war, gaur, Gautama, gopura, hecatomb, nilgai,

priest, sang-de-boeuf.

Derivatives: cow-ish, adj., cow-like, adj.

cow, tr. v., to frighten. — ON. kiiga (whence

Dan. /cue), 'to tyraimize over'.

coward, adj. — OF. coart, coard, couard (F. cou-

ard), fr. OF. coe (F. queue), 'tail', prop, 'one

who turns tail', fr. L. coda, secondary form of

Cauda, 'tail', prob. orig. meaning 'stump, any-

thing cut off', and related to caudex, 'trunk of

a tree, block of wood'. Sec caudal and -ard.

Derivatives: coward, n., cowardice (q.v.), co-

ward-ly, adv., coward-li-ness, n.

cowardice, n. — ME. cowardise, fr. OF. (= F.)

couardise, fr. couard. See prec. word and -ice.

cower, intr. v., to crouch in fear. — ME, couren,

of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. kiira, 'to doze, lie

quiet', Dan. kure, Swed. kura, 'to squat', which
are rel. to MLG. kHren, G. kauern, 'to squat,

cower', and cogn. with Gk. yupo?, 'circle',

iaip6i;, 'rounded, curved'. See gyre.

cowhage, also cowitch, n., the Indian climbing

plant Mucuna pruriens, the hairs of which

cause itching. — Anglicized fr. Hind, kewdnch,

fr. 01. kapikacchafi, lit. 'monkey itch', fr. kapih,

'monkey', and kacchiih, 'itch'. 01. kapih is ety-

mologically connected with Akkad. uqupu, Heb.

qoph, Gk. xrJTro?, xrjpog, and with Egypt, qephi,

'monkey', however, the ultimate origin of these

words has not yet been established. See Manfred

Mayrhofer, A Concise Etymological Sanskrit

Dictionary, I, 156 s.v. kapih, 'monkey'. OI.

kacchih, 'itch', and the related kharjuh, 'itching,

scratching', are Dravidian loan words; cp.

Kanarese kaccu, karcu, 'to bite, sting, ail'.

cowl, n., a hood. — ME. cowle, fr. OE. cugele,

cUle, fr. L. cucullus, 'hood', which is prob. of

Gaulish origin; cp. L. bardocucullus, 'a Gaulish

overcoat with a cowl of wool', prop, meaning

'the cowl of a bard', fr. *bardus, 'bard', and

cucullus, 'cowl'. Ir. cochull, 'a veil covering the

head and the shoulders', has been reborrowed

fr. L. cucullus. Cp. cucuUate.

Derivative : cowl, tr. v.

cowl, n., a large tub for water.— ME. covel, coul,
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fr. OF. cuvele, fr. Late L. cupella, dimin. of

L. capa, 'tub, cask'. See cup and cp. words there

referred to.

cowle, n., a grant in writing (Anglo-Ind.) — Hind.

qawl, fr. Arab, qaul, 'sound, voice, saying,

word', from the base of qdla, 'he spoke', rel. to

Heb. qol, 'sound, voice', Ugar. ql, Aram, qdl,

qdld, Syr. qdld, Ethiop. qdl, of s.m., Akkad.
qalu, 'shouting' and to Heb. qdhdl, 'assembly,

congregation', hiqhfl, 'he assembled', q'^hilld",

'assembly, congregation'. Cp. kebillah, Ko-
heleth and the second element in batbkoL

cowrie, cowry, n., a small shell of the genus Cy-
praea, used as money in parts of S. Asia. —
Hind, kauri, kau^J, fr. Mahrati kavadl, fr. OI.

kapardah, kapardika-, derived—through the

medium of the forms *kava(u, kapa(u, *kapar-

du—fr. Tamil kofu, 'shell', orig. meaning
'crookedness'.

cowslip, n., a plant with yellow flowers. — OE.
cH-slyppe, fr. cm, 'cow', and slyppe, 'slime'. See

cow and slip and cp. oxiip.

Derivative: cowslipp-ed, adj.

cox, n. and tr. v. (colloq.) — Short for coxswain.

coxa, n., the hip (anat.) — L., 'hip', cogn. with

01. kdksah, kak?d, 'armpit', OE. hoh, 'heel', and
with the first element in OE. hoh-sinu, 'hock

sinew'. See hock, 'joint in the hind leg of a

horse', and cp. cuisse, cushion, Quixotic.

Derivative: cox-al, adj.

coxalgia, n., pain in the hip (med.) — A Medical
Latin hybrid coined fr. L. coxa, 'hip', and Gk.
-aXyia, fr. S-Xjoc,, 'pain'. See prec. word and

Derivative: coxalg-ic, adj.

coxcomb, n. — For cock's comb. The word orig.

meant 'a cap resembling a cock's comb'.

Derivatives: coxcomb-ess, n., coxcomb-ic, cox-

comb-ic-al, adjs., coxcomb-ic-al-ly, adv., cox-

comb-ry, n., coxcomb-y, adj.

coxitis, n., inflammation of the hip (med.) — A
Medical Latin hybrid coined fr. L. coxa, 'hip'

(see coxa) and -itis, a suff. of Greek origin.

coxswain, n., a steersman. — From earlier cock-

swain, which is compounded ofcock, 'cockboat',

and swain.

Derivative: coxswain, tr. and intr. v.

coxy, adj., cheeky (schoolboy's slang). — A var.

of cocky,

coy, adj., shy. — ME., 'quiet', fr. OF. coi, coy,

fr. earlier quel, fr. L. quietus. See quiet, adj.

Derivatives: coy, v., coy-ly, adv., coy-ness, n.

coyote, n., prairie wolf of North America. — Sp.,

fr. Nahuatl koyotl.

coypu, n., a South American water rodent. —
Sp., from native name.

coz, n. — Abbreviation of cozen,

coze, intr. v., to talk in a friendly way, to chat. —
Prob. fr. F. causer, 'to talk', fr. L. causdri, 'to

plead, dispute, to discuss a question', fr. causa,

'cause, reason, purpose'. See cause and cp.

causerie.

cozen, tr. v., to cheat, deceive; intr. v., to act

deceitfully. — Orig. 'to pretend to be a cousin;

to deceive by pretending to be a cousin', fr. F.

cousiner, 'to call cousin, be related to; to

sponge, live on others', fr. cousin. See cousin.

Derivatives: cozen-age, n. (cp. F. cousinage),

cozen-er, n., cozen-ing, adj. and verbal n., cozen-

ing-ly, adv.

cozy, also cosy, adj., comfortable. — Prob. fr.

Norw. koselig, 'cosy', fr. kose sig, 'to make one-

self comfortable'.

Derivatives: cozi-ly, adv., cozi-ness, n.

crab, n., a crustacean. — ME. crabbe, fr. OE.
crabba, rel. to ON. krabbi, MLG. krabbe, MDu.
crabbe, Du. krab, 'crab', OHG. krebis, MHG.
krebes, G. Krebs, 'crayfish'. These words lit.

mean 'the scratcher', and are rel. to Du. krab-

belen, 'to scratch'. See crawl and cp. crab, 'crab

apple'. Cp. also OF. crevice, escrevice (F.

ecrevisse), 'crayfish', which derive fr. OHG.
krebis (see crayfish).

Derivatives: crab, intr. v., to fish for crabs;

tr. v., to drift sidewise (naut. and aviation),

crabb-y, adj.

crab, n., crab apple. — ME. crabbe, prob. fr.

crab, the animal. For sense development cp.

crabbed.

crab apple, a small, sour wild apple. — See prec.

word and cp. Swed. krabapple.

crabbed, adj., peevish, morose.— Lit. 'resembling

a crab'. Formed fr. crab, the animal, with suff.

-ed.

Derivatives: crabb-ed-ly, adv., crabb-ed-ness, n.

cracboir, n., spittoon. — F., fr. cracher, 'to spit',

fr. VL. *craccdre, of s.m. (whence also It. scrac-

chiare, scaracchiare, OProvenf. escracar); of

imitative origin.

crack, intr. and tr. v. — ME. cracken, fr. OE.
cracian, 'to resound', rel. to MDu. craken, Du.
kraken, OHG. krahhdn, MHG., G. krachen, 'to

crack', OE. cearcian, 'to creak, to gnash (the

teeth)', F. craquer, 'to crack', from the I.-E.

imitative base *ger-, 'to make a noise', whence

also Lith. girgzdeti, 'to creak'. Arm. karkac,

'to make noise', OI. gdrjati, 'roars', Cp. crack-

nel.

Derivatives: crack, n. and adj., crack-ed, adj.,

crack-er, n., crackle (q.v.), crack-y, adj.

crackle, intr. v. — Formed fr. crack with freq.

suff. -le.

Derivatives: crackle, n., crackl-ed, adj., crackl-

ing, n.

a^cknel, n., a kind of hard, brittle biscuit. —
Fr. earlier crakenel, metathesis of F. craquelin,

'cracknel', fr. MDu. crakelinc (Du. krakeling),

fr. craken, 'to crack'. See crack.

cracovienne, n., a Polish dance. — F. (short for

danse cracovienne, Ut. 'a Cracow danse'), fern.

oi cracovien, 'of Cracow', fr. Cracovie, 'Cracow'.

fcracy, combining form meaning a certain type

of 'rule' or 'government', as in monocracy.—OF.
-cracie (P. -cratie), fr. Gk. -xpaxCS, 'rule', fr.
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yipoLzoQ, 'strength, might, power, rule, sway, do-

minion' (whence xpaxEiv, 'to be strong, rule

over', xpxTuc;, 'strong, mighty'), which is cogn.

with Goth, hardus, 'hard', OE. heard, 'hard,

brave'. See hard and cp. acrasia, acratia and the

first element in Crataegus.

cradge, n., a small bank raised to prevent over-

flow of water. — F. creche, 'crib, cradle', fr.

Prankish *kripja, which is rel. to OHG. krippa,

OE. cribb, 'crib'. See crib and cp. cratch, creche.

Derivative: cradge, tr. and intr. v.

cradle, n. — ME. cradel, fr. OE. cradel, cradol,

rel. to OE. crset, 'cart', and to OHG. kratto,

'basket', OHG. chrezzo, MHG. krezze, of s.m.,

G. Kratze, 'basket carried on the back', and

cogn. with OI. grathnati, granthdyati, 'twists,

ties', granthah, 'knot'. Cp. cart.

Derivatives : cradle, ir.w., cradl-er, n., cradl-ing, n.

craft, n., skill. — ME. craft, fr. OE. crieft,

'strength, power, skill, cunning; trade, profes-

sion', rel. to OS., Dan,, Swed., OHG., MHG.,
G. kraft, ON. kraptr, OFris. kreft, MDu. craft,

cracht, Du. kracht, 'strength, power', and per-

haps also to ON. krefja, 'to crave, demand',

and to E. crave.

craft, n., a boat, vessel. — Shortened from the

phrase a vessel of small craft, in which craft is

used in its original sense (i.e. 'power'). See

prec. word.

crafty, adj. — ME., fr. OE. cneftig, fr. crseft. See

craft and -y (representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives: crafli-ly, adv., crafti-ness, n.

crag, n., a steep rock. - Of Celtic origin. Cp.

W. craig, Gael, creag, Ir. carraig, 'cliff, rock'.

Derivatives: cragg-cd, cragg-y, adjs., cragg-i-

ness, n.

crag, n., neck (dial.) — MDu. crdghe (Du. kraag),

'neck, gullet; collar'. See craw.

crake, n., the corn crake. — MF., of imitative

origin. Cp. ON. krdka, 'crow', krdkr, 'raven',

and E. croak. Cp. also next word.

crake, intr. v., to utter a harsh cry.— ME. craken,

'to shriek', of imitative origin, and rel. to prec.

word.

cram, tr. and intr. v, — ME. crammen, fr. OE.

crammian, "to cram, stuff', fr. crimman, 'to cram,

insert', which is rel. to ON, krcmia, 'to press,

squeeze', fr. I,-E, base *grem-, 'to press, squeeze',

whence also Ol, gramah, 'heap, troop, village',

OSlav, gramola, 'a hz&'p\gromada, 'a large heap',

L, gremium, "bosom, lap'. Base *grem- is an en-

largement of base *ger-, 'to gather together'.

See gregarious and cp. gremial.

Deri\ati",'es: cram, n., cramm-er, n.

Crambe, n., a genus of plants of the mustard

family (hot.) - L, crambe, fr, Gk, xpiijiPr,,

'cabbage', which is rel, to xpiufioc:, 'dry, shrivel-

ing', zpoiipouv (assimilated fr, *xpau,[io^v), 'to

roast', and cogn. with OHG. hrimfan, rimfan,

'to contract, wrinkle', OE. hrympel, 'wrinkle'.

See rumple and cp. next word and the second

element in CymKrambe.

crambo, n., a game in which one player gives a

word, to which another has to find a rhyme. —
Fr. Gk. xpaix[i7;, 'cabbage', prob. in allusion to

the Latin expression crambe repetlta, 'an old

story', lit. 'cabbage warmed over'. See prec.

word.

cramoisy, adj., crimson. — F. cramoisi, whence

ME. crimosine. See crimson.

cramp, n., spasmodic muscular contraction (mfrf.)

— ME, crampe, 'spasm', fr. OF. (= F.) crampe,

fr. Frankish *krampa, 'cramp, spasm, convul-

sion'. Cp. OS., Du. kramp, OHG. kramph(o),

MHG., G.krampf 'cramp, spasm, convulsion',

and see next word.

Derivative: cramp, tr. v.

cramp, n., a bent piece of iron. — MDu. crampe,

cramp, rel. to OHG. kramph, 'bent, crooked',

ON. krappr (for *krampr), 'strait, narrow', and

in gradational relationship to Du. and LG.

krimpen, OHG. krimphan, 'to curve, shrink'.

Cp. prec. word. Cp. also crimp, v., crumple and

grape, grapple, grapnel.

Derivatives: cramp, tr. v., cramp-ed, adj.

crampon, n., a grappling iron; climbing iron. —
F., fr. Frankish *kramp-, 'bent, crooked', which

is rel. to OHG. kramph, of s.m. See cramp, 'a

bent piece of iron'.

cran, n., a measure for herrings, 37! gallons. —
Gael, crann, 'tree, lot, a measure', rel. to Olr.

crann, 'tree', W. prentt, 'tree stump', and pos-

sibly cogn. with Gk. 7irps[xvov, 'tree stump'. Cp.

crannog.

cranage, n., 1) the use of a crane; 2) the charge

for the use of a crane. — Formed fr. crane with

suflf. -age.

cranberry, n. — LG. kranhere, rel. to G. Kranich-

heere, of s.m. See crane and berry.

crandallite, n., a hydrous calcium-aluminum

phosphate (mineral.) — Named after its dis-

coverer M. L. Crandall, mining engineer of

Provo, Utah. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

crane, n. — ME. crane, crone, fr. OE. cran, rel.

to OS., OHG. krano, Du. kraan, MHG. krane,

OE. cranoc, rornoc, MLG. kranek, OHG. chra-

nuh, MHG. kranech, G. Kranich, 'crane', and

cogn. with Arm. ki-imk, Gk. vspavo::, Co., W.,

Bret, garan, 'crane', Lith. garnys, 'heron, stork',

gerve, Lett, dzefve, OPruss. gerwe, OSlav. zeravi,

'crane', L. grus, 'crane'. All these words derive

from the l.-E. imitative base *ger-, 'to utter a

hoarse cry'. Co, the first element in cranberry.

Cp, also Geranium, the first element in Grui-

formes, and the last element in pedigree. For the

sense development of crane, which denotes also

'a machine for raising weights' (so called from

the long neck of the instrument), cp. Gk.

Yspavo;, 'crane' (in both senses of the English

word).

Derivatives: crane, tr. v., cran-er, n., crane-y,

adj.

cranial, adj., pertaining to the skull. — Formed

36/

with adj. suff. -al fr. ML. cranium. See cranium.

Derivative: cranial-ty, adv.

cranio-, combining form denoting the skull (anat:)

— Gk. xpSvio-, fr. xpSviov, 'skuU'. See cra-

nium.

craniology, n., the science dealing with the shape,

size and other characteristics ofthe human skull.

— Lit. 'the study of the skull', fr. cranio-, and
Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: craniolog-ical, adj., craniolog-ical-

ly, adv., craniolog-ist, n.

craniometer, n., an instrument for measuring
skulls. — Compounded of cranio and Gk. jis-

Tpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

craniometry, n., the science of measuring skulls.

— Compounded of cranio- and Gk. -[isxpta,

'measure of. See -metry.

cranium, n., the skull (anat.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. xpavtov, 'the skull', which is rel. to, and
prob. derives from, xpa?, gen. xpSxoi; (a poetic

form), 'head', hence rel. also to Ion. xapr;, Att.

xapa, Homeric xSp, 'head', Att., Dor. xdcpavov,

Ion. xapTjvov, 'head', the first element in Gk.
xpaa-TieSov, 'edge, border, skirt', lit. 'place of

the head', and cogn. with L. cerebrum, 'brain'.

See cerebrum and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also bias, bucranium, carrot, charivari,

coryphaeus, craspedon, hemicrania, megrim, mi-

graine, pericranium.

crank, n., a turn, twist; part of a machine. — ME.
cranke, rel. to OE. cringan, crincan, 'to bend,

sink down in a battle". See crank, adj.

crank, adj., bent; sick; cranky. — G. krank,

'sick', fr. MHG. kranc, 'narrow, slender, weak',

which is rel. to MDu. crane, Du. krank, 'sick',

OE. crane, 'brittle, tender', cringan, 'to sink

down in battle, to perish', and to crank, n.,

MHG. krangel, 'circle', is of the same base.

Outside Teut. cp. Lith. gr^ziu, greiti, 'to turn,

twist', OPruss. granstis, 'borer'. Cp. cringe,

crinkle.

Derivatives: crank, tr. and intr. v., crank-ed,

adj., crank-er, n., crank-er-y, n,, crank-le, tr,

and intr, v, and n,, crank-y (sickly), adj,, crank-

i-ly, adv,, crank-i-ness, n.

crannog, n., an ancient lake dwelling in Scotland

or Ireland. — Ir. crannog, fr. crann, 'tree, beam'.

See cran.

cranny, n., a small cleft. — .ME. crany, 'chink',

fr. F. cran, 'notch', a collateral form of cren,

of s.m., fr. crener, 'to notch', fr. VL, *crendre,

fr. Late L, crena, 'notch'. See crenel and cp,

crenate.

crape, n. — Anglicized spelling of F. crepe, fr.

OF. crespe, 'curled', fr. L. crispus. See crisp

and cp. crepe.

crape, tr. v. — F. creper, fr. crepe. See crape, n,

crappie, n., name of a fish found in the Missis-

sippi (Pomoxis annularis). — Of uncertain

origin

crapulence, crapulency, n. — Formed fr. next

word with suff". -ce, resp. -cy.

crapulent, adj., sick from excess in eating" or

drinking. — L. crdpulentus, 'very much intoxi-

cated', fr. crdpula, 'drinking bout, intoxica-

tion, debauch', fr. Gk. xpouni.'krj, of s.m., which
is possibly rel. to. xpaiTtvo!;, 'swift, rushing'.

For the change of Greek a to « in Latin cp. L.

aplustre fr. Gk. a(pXa(jTov, 'the curved stem of a

ship', L. pessulus, fr. Gk. TtaCToaXo?, 'bolt', L.

triumphus, 'triumph', fr. Gk. S^pian,[3o?, 'a pro-

cession (made in honor of Bacchus)' ; see aplus-

tre, pessulus, triumph.

crapulous, adj., crapulent. — VL. crdpulosus, fr.

L. crdpula, 'intoxication'. See prec. word and

-ous.

Derivatives : crapulous-ly, adv. , crapulous-ness, n.

crash, intr. v., to fall with a noise; tr. v., to cause

to crash. — ME. craschen, of imitative

origin; related to craze and to crack (qq.v.) Cp.

clash.

Derivatives: crash, n., a loud, sudden noise,

crash-er, n.

crash, n., a coarse linen fabric. — Short for Russ.

krashenina, 'colored linen', fr. krashenie, 'a

dyeing', fr. krasit', 'to color, paint, dye', fr.

krasa, 'beauty' (whence also krasnyj, 'red'),

which is rel. to Lith. grozis, 'beauty', grazus,

'beautiful'.

crasis, n,, contraction of two vowels. — Gk.

xpaai?, 'a mixing, blending', rel. to xpaTr]p, 'a

large bowl for mixing wine and water'. See

crater and cp. dyscrasia, idiosyncrasy.

craspedon, also craspedum, n., the velum of a

jellyfish (zool.) — Gk. xpaaireSov, 'edge, bor-

der, skirt', for xpaa-TreSov, lit. 'place of the

head', fr. xpa?, 'head', and ttISov, 'ground,

earth'. See cranium and pedal and cp. next word.

Derivative: crasped-al, adj.

Craspedota, n. pi,, a group of coelenterates (zool.)

— ModL,, fr. Gk. xpaaTieScoTdt, neut. pi. of

xpaaTTeSoToc, verbal adj. of xpaajreSoOaSat, 'to

be edged, bordered', fr. xpaoTreSov. See prec.

word.

crass, adj. — L. crassus, 'thick, solid, dense, fat',

for *qr^t-t6s, fr. l.-E. base *qerdt-, *qert-, 'to roll

or twist together', whence also L. crdtis, 'wicker-

work, hurdle'. See crate and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also Crassula, cresset, incras-

sate. Cp. also degras, grease, and the first ele-

ment in grampus.

Derivatives: crass-ly, adv., crass-ness, n,

crassitude, n., grossness, — L. crassitUdd, 'thick-

ness, density, fatness', fr. crassus. See crass and

-tude.

Crassula, n., a genus of herbs (bot.) — ModL.,

a dimin. noun formed fr. L. crassus, 'thick'. See

crass and -ule.

Crassulaceae, n. pi., a family of herbs (bot.) —
Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

cra$sulaceous,adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

-crat, combining form denoting 'a supporter' or



Crataegus

'member' of a certain type of government, as in

democrat. — F. -crate, fr. Gk. -xpaTY]?, fr.

xpaTo<;, 'strength, power, rule'. See -cracy.

Crataegus, n., a genus of plants ofthe apple family

(60?.) — ModL., fr. Gk. KpaTaiyo?. 'thorn',

which is compounded of xpa-nii;, 'strong', and

-aiyo?, 'tree, oak'. The first element is cogn.

with Goth, hardus, OE. heard: see hard. The

second element is cogn. with L. aesculus, 'the

Italian oak', OE. dc, 'oak'; see oak and cp.

Aesculus.

cratch, n., crib, rack. — ME. crecche, fr. OF.

creche (F. criche), fr. Prankish *kripja, which is

related to OHG. krippa, OE. cribb. See crib and

cp. cradge, creche,

cratch, tr. and intr. v., to scratch (pbsol.)— MDu.
cratsen, rel. to OHG. krazzon, 'to scratch'. See

scratch,

crate, n. — L. crdtis, 'wickerwork, hurdle', fr.

I.-E. base *qerdt-, *qert-, 'to roll or twist to-

gether', whence also L. crassus, 'thick, soUd,

dense, fat', OI. kftsndh, 'complete, whole',

Russ.-Church Slav, crlstvii, cirstvu, 'firm, solid

genuine', Russ. krutii, 'firm, thick', OE. hyrd,

'door' (orig. 'door of wickerwork'), hyrdel,

'hurdle'. See hurdle and cp. cartilage, crass,

creel. The above base is a -/-enlargement

of base *qer-, 'to turn, twist', whence L. curvus,

'bent, crooked'. See curve and cp. words there

referred to.

crater, n. — L. crater, 'a large bowl for mixing

wine and water', fr. Gk. xpaxrip, which is rel. to

xpaotc;, 'a mixing, blending', xspawuvai, 'to

mix, mingle, blend, temper', axEpaaxo?, Sxpa-

Toi;, Ion. SmpriTOQ, 'unmixed, pure', fr. I.-E.

base *kerdi-, *ker-, 'to mix, blend', whence also

01. srdyati, 'cooks', srindti, 'mixes, cooks', OE.

hreran, 'to move, stir, shake', hrer, 'underdone'.

See rare, 'underdone', and cp. krater. Cp. also

acrasia, dyscrasia, grail, 'chalice', syncretism.

Derivatives: crater, intr. v., crater-al, adj.,

crater-ed, adj.

crateriform, adj., crater-shaped. — Compounded
ofcrater and L.forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

cratometer, n., an instrument for measuring

power. — Compounded of xpaTo;, 'strength,

might, power', and pLCTpov, 'measure'. See

-cracy and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: cratometr-ic, adj., cratometr-y, n.

craunch, tr. and intr. v., to crunch. — An earlier

form of crunch.

cravat, n. — F. cravate, fr. Cravate, 'Croat, Cro-

atian', and lit. meaning 'neckcloth worn by

the Croats', fr. Serbo-Crotian Hrvat, 'Croat', fr.

OSlav. Churvatinu; originally meaning 'necktie

after the Croatian fashion'. See Croat.

Derivative : cravat, tr. and intr. v.

crave, tr. and intr. v. — ME. craven, fr. OE.

crafian, 'to demand one's right, ask', rel. to ON.
krefja, 'to crave, demand', krafa, 'a demand',

Swed. krdfva, 'to demand', and perhaps also

to E. craft (q.v.)

Derivatives: crav-er, n., crav-ing, adj. and n.,

crav-ing-ly, adv., crav-ing-ness, n.

craven, adj., cowardly. — ME. cravant, 'beaten,

vanquished, overcome', fr. OF. cravant, pres.

part, of craver, crever (F. crever), 'to crack,

break, burst', fr. L. crepdre, 'to rattle, crack,

break with a crack, burst'. See crepitate and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: craven, n. and tr. v., craven-ly, adv.,

craven-ness, n.

craw, n., the crop of a bird. — ME. crawe, rel. to

MLG. krage, MDu. craghe, Du. kraag, 'neck,

gullet; coUar', MHG. krage, of s.m., G. Kragen,

'collar', and prob. cogn. with Gk. ^pdx^oc,,

'throat', Jppo^s (aor.), 'he swallowed up',

3p6yx°?! 'windpipe', Olr. brdgae, 'neck', W.
breuant, 'throat, gullet', fr. I.-E. base *g^'rSgh-,

a -^^-enlargement of base *g"er-, 'to swallow',

whence L. vordre, 'to devour'. See voracious and

cp. crag, 'neck'. Cp. also bronchus,

crawfish, n. — A var. of crayfish,

crawl, intr. v. — ME. crawlen, fr. ON. krafla,

'to paw, crawl', rel. to Dan. kravle, 'to crawl',

Du. krahbelen, 'to scratch', LG. krabben, 'to

scratch, claw' (whence G. krabbeln, 'to grope,

crawl'), and to crab, 'crustacean' (q.v.) Cp.

scrawl.

Derivatives: crawl, n., crawl-er, n., crawl-ing,

adj. and n., crawl-ing-ly, adv.

crawl, n., an enclosure in water for turtles.— Du.

kraal. See kraal and cp. corral,

crayfish, also crawfish, n. — ME. crevise, crevis,

fr. OF. crevice (also escrevice, whence F. ecre-

visse), fr. Frankish *krabitja, *krebitja, dimin.

forms rel. to OS. krebit, MDu. crevet, Du.

kreeft, OHG. krebis, MHG. krebes, G. Krebs,

and to LG. krabbe, Du. krab, ON. krabbi, OE.

crabba, 'crab'. See crab, 'crustacean'.

crayon, n., a stick of colored chalk. — F., 'pen-

cil', orig. 'a chalk pencil', derived fr. craie,

'chalk', fr. L. creta, lit. 'sifted earth', fr. (terra)

creta, fem. pp. of cernere, 'to sift' (see certain).

The usual derivation of Latin crela, 'chalk',

from Creta, the Latin name of the isle of Crete,

is erroneous. Any Latin derivative of the island

name Creta must needs have a Latin suff". If

creta, 'chalk', were really a derivative of the

island name Creta, its form should be cretica or

cretensis, etc. (for terra Cretica or Cretensis, lit.

'earth of Crete'). Confusion with the isle of

Crete is prob. due to the faa that Cimolus (Gk.

Kt(jL(o>.oi;), one of the islands of the Cretan Sea,

was famous for the chalk produced there (see

cimolite). For the sense development of L. creta,

'chalk", lit. 'sifted earth', cp. OSlav. melii,

'lime', and Russ. melu, 'chalk', fr. OSlav. melJQ,

mleti, 'to grind'. Cp. It. creta, OProven?., CataL,

Sp., Port, greda, MLG. krite, MDu. (= Du.)

krijt, OS. krida, MHG. kride (G. Kreide), Bret.

creiz, etc., which all derive fr. L. creta. The word

crayon was introduced into English by the Eng-

lish diarist John Evelyn (1620-1706).

crayon, tr. v., to draw with a crayon. — F. cray-

onner, 'to draw with a pencil', fr. crayon, 'pen-

cil'. See crayon, n.

crayonist, n. — F. crayonniste, 'one who draws

with a pencil', a hybrid coined fr. F. crayon

(see crayon, n., i), and suif. -iste (fr. Gk. -iotyji;,

see -ist).

craze, tr. and intr. v. — ME. crasen, 'to break,

crack', of Scand. origin. Cp. Swed. krasa, 'to

crackle'. F. ecraser (fr. earlier acraser), is from

the same source. Swed. krasa is of imitative

origin and related to E. crash and crack (qq.v.)

Derivatives: craze, n., craz-ed, adj., crazy (q.v.)

crazy, adj. — Formed fr. craze with suff. -y (cor-

responding to OE. -ig).

Derivatives: crazi-ly, adv., crazi-ness, n.

creak, intr. and tr. v. — ME. creken, 'to croak',

of imitative origin. Cp. cricket, the insect, and

croak.

Derivatives: creak, n., creak-y, adj., creak-i-ly,

adv., creak-i-ness, n.

cream, n. — ME. creme, fr. OF. cresme (F.

crime), which is a blend of Gaulish crama and

Eccles. L. chrisma, fr. Gk, xpt'^M''^- See chrism.

Derivatives: cream, tr. and intr. v., cream-er, n.,

creamery (q.v.), cream-y, adj.

creamery, n. — F. cremerie, fr. crime. See cream

and -ery.

crease, n., a fold, ridge. — Fr. earlier creast, 'a

ridge', a var. of crest.

Derivatives: crease, tr. and intr. v., creas-ed,

adj., creas-er, n., creas-ing, n., creas-y, adj.

crease, creese, n., a dagger. — Var. spellings of

kris (q.v.)

create, tr. v. — L. credtus, pp. of credre, 'to

make, produce, create', ht. 'to cause to grow',

fr. I.-E. base *ker-, *kere-, 'to grow', whence

also crescere, 'to grow', creber, 'thick, close,

frequent, numerous', lit. 'densely grown', Ceres,

gen. Cereris, Italian com goddess, lit. 'goddess

of growth', pro-cerus, 'high, tall', prop, 'high

grown', Gk. xopevvuvat, 'to fill with a thing,

satisfy', xopo?, 'one's fill, satiety', xopo?, 'strip-

ling, child', xopr], 'maiden', Ut. 'grown up'. Arm.

serm, sermn, 'seed, shoot, sprout', serem, 'I pro-

duce'. Alb. &jer, 'acorn', djei's, 'lentil', lit. 'food',

Lith. seriii, serti, 'to feed', OPruss. sermen,

'funeral repast', and prob. also OHG. hirsi,

hirso, 'millet'. Cp. I.-E. base *i(er-dh-, 'row,

herd', a -rfA-enlargement of base *ker-, whence

01. sdrdhah, 'herd', Goth, hairdo, OE. heard,

'herd'. See cereal, crescent, herd and cp. crea-

ture, procreate, recreate. Cp. also accrescent, con-

crescence, concrete, Cora, core-, Corinna, cre-

bri", Creole, crescendo, decrease, decrement,

Dioscuri, excrescent, hypocoristic, increase, in-

crement, procerity, recrudesce, recruit. For the

ending of create see verbal suif. -ate.

Derivatives: creation, creative, creator (qq.v.)

creatine, creatln, n., a white crystalline substance

occurring in the muscles of vertebrates (bio-

chem.) — F. creatine, coined by the French

chemist Michel-Eugene Chevreul (1786-1889),

the discoverer of this substance in 1835, fr. Gk.

xpiaQ, 'flesh', which is cogn. with L. crudus,

'raw', cruor, 'thick blood, gore'. See crude and

chem. suff. -ine, -in, and cp. the first element in

creosote and the second element in Pancreas,

creation, n. — F. creation, fr. L. credtionem, ace.

of credtid, 'a creating, producing', fr. credtus,

pp. of credre. See create and -ion.

Derivatives: creation-ism, n., creation-ist, n.

creative, adj. — Coined by the English philo-

sopher Ralph Cudworth (1617-88) in 1678 (see

his The True Intellectual System of the Universe,

published in that year) fr. L. credtus, pp. of

credre (see create) and suff. -ive.

Derivatives: creative-ly, adv., creat-ive-ness, n.,

creativ-ity, n.

creator, n. — L. creator, 'creator, author, foun-

der', fr. credtus, pp. of credre. See create and

agential suff. -or.

creature, n — OF. creature (F. creature), fr. Late

L. credtfird, 'a thing created', fr. L. credtus,

pp. of credre. See create and -ure.

Derivatives: creatur-al, creature-ly, adjs., crea-

ture-li-ness, n.

crebri-, combining form meaning 'closely set'. —
Fr. L. creber, fem. crebra, neut. crebrum, 'thick,

close, frequent, numerous', which stands for

"kre-dhro-s and lit. means 'growing densely',

fr. I.-E. base *ker-, *kere-, 'to grow', whence al-

so L. crescere, 'to grow', credre, 'to create'. See

create,

crfeche, n., a day nursery. ^ F., 'crib, cradle', fr.

Frankish *kripja, which is rel. to OHG. krippa,

OE. cribb, 'crib, manger'. See crib and cp. crad-

ge, cratch.

credence, n., belief. — OF., fr. ML. credenlia,

'belief, fr. L. credens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

credere, 'to believe'. See creed and -ence and

cp. credent,

credenda, n. pi., articles of faith. — L. credenda,

lit. 'those things which must be believed', neut.

pi. of credendus, gerundive of credere, 'to be-

lieve'. See creed. For other Latin gerundives

used in Enghsh see agenda and words there

referred to.

credent, adj., believing. — L. credens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of credere, 'to believe'. See creed

and -ent.

credential, adj., that which entitles to credit. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. ML. credentia. See

credence.

Derivatives: credential, tr. v., credentials, n. pi.

credibility, n. — ML. credibilitds, fr. L. credi-

bitis. See next word and -ity.

credible, adj. — L. credibilis, 'worthy of belief,

credible', fr. credere. See creed and -ible.

Derivatives: credible-ness, n., credibl-y, adv.

credit, n. — F. credit, fr. It. credito, fr. L. cre-

ditum, 'that which is believed; a loan', pp. of

credere, 'to believe', used as a noun. See creed.

Derivatives: credit, tr. v., credit-able, adj., ere-



dit-abil-ity, n., creditable-ness, n., creditabl-y,

adv.

creditor, n. — L. creditor, 'truster, lender', fr.

creditus, pp. of credere, 'to believe, trust'. See
creed and agential suff. -or.

crednerite, n., an oxide ofcuprum and manganese
(mineral.) — Named after the German geolo-
gist Karl Friedrich Heinrich Credner (1809-76).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

credo, n., a creed. — L. credo, 'I believe'. See
creed.

credulity, n. — ME., fr. L. credulitatem, ace. of

credulitds, 'easiness of belief, fr. credulus. See
next word and -ity.

credulous, adj. — L. credulus, 'easy of belief, fr.

credere, 'to believe'. See creed. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivatives : credulous-ly, adv., credulous-ness, n.

creed, n., aformula of belief.— ME. crede, fr. OE.
creda, fr. L. credere, 'to believe', which is cogn.

with 01. srdd-dddhdli, 'trusts, believes', Avestic

zrazdd- (assimilated fr. *sraz-dS), 'to believe',

Olr. cretim, W. credu, 'I believe', prob. fr. I.-E.

base *kred-dhe-, 'to attribute magic power to

somebody', i.e. 'to believe somebody', fr. *kred-,

'magic power' (whence OI. srdd, 'magic power'),

and *dhe-, 'to place' (whence Ol. dddhdti, 'he

places', Gk. Ti-^evai, 'to place'). See do an cp.

words there referred to. The usual connection

of L. credere, etc., with L. cor, gen. cordis, Gk.
xapSia, 'heart', etc., is due to folk etymology.

Cp. accredit, credence, credential, credible, cre-

dit, creditor, credulity, credulous, grant, in-

croyable, miscreant, recreant, sraddha.

creedite, n., a hydrous fluoride and sulfate of cal-

cium and aluminum (mineral.) — Named after

the Cre(?ffc quadrangle of the U.S. Geol. Survey,

Colorado. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

creek, n., i) a brook; 2) a narrow inlet. — ME.
crel<e, crike, fr. ON. kril<i, 'bay' (whence also

F. crique, 'creek'), which is rel. to MDu. creke,

Du. kreek, 'creek'. The orig, meaning of these

words was 'a bend, turn, angle'. They are rel. to

the second element in dial. Swed. armkrik, 'bend
of the arm', and to ON. krokr, 'hook'. See
crutch.

creel, n., a wicker basket. — OF. creil, 'wicker-

work", fr. Late L. craticulum, a var. of L. crdti-

cula, 'fine hurdle work', dimin. ofcrdtis, "wicker-

work". See crate and cp. grill, 'gridiron'.

Derivative : creel, tr. v.

creep, inlr. v. — ME. creopen, crepen, fr. OE. cre-

opan, rel. to ON. krjiipa, Swed. krypa, Dan.
krybe, OFris. kriapa, .MLG. krepen, krupen,
MDu, criipen, Du, kniipen, 'to creep'. These
words prob. meant orig. 'to go bent down', and
derive fr. l.-E. base *greub-, whence also Gk.
YpuTTo;, 'curved, hook-nosed', ypuTtxetv, yp"^-

TtouoSxi, YpufxTtdvew, 'to become bent or wrin-
kled'. Cp. cripple, croft, crop, crumple. Cp. also

grovel. Base *greub- is an enlargement of b^se
*greu-, which itself is an enlargement of base

*ger-, 'to turn, twist', whence Gk. yippov, 'any-

thing made of wickerwork', esp. 'an oblong
shield', yupyaSlo?, 'a wicker basket'.

Derivatives : creep, n., creep-er, n., creep-ing, n.

and adj., creep-ing-ly, adv., creep-y, adj.

creeper, n., a climbing plant. — Formed fr. prec.

word with agential suff. -er; first used in this

sense by Bacon.

creese, n. — See kris.

cremaster, n., the muscle by which the testicle is

suspended (anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. xpe-

(jt.a(jTY]p, 'suspender'; in the pi.; 'muscles by
which the testicles are suspended', fr. xpEjxaaTO?,

'hung, suspended', verbal adj. of Kps[iavvi3(j.i,

'I hang up, suspend', which is rel. to xp:^(i.v7)[jii,

of s.m., xpvjpivoc;, 'precipice', and perh. cogn.

with Goth, hramjan, 'to crucify'. Cp. the first

element in cremnophobia, cremocarp.

cremate, tr. v., to burn I0 ashes. — L. cremdtus,

pp. of cremdre, 'to consume by fire, burn', rel.

to Umbr. krematra, 'an instrument for burning
the intestines', fr. I.-E. *ker-em, an -m-en-

largement of base *ker-, 'to singe, burn, glow',

whence also L. carbo, 'coal', OE. heorp, 'hearth'.

See carbon, hearth and verbal suff. -ate. Gk.
nipayLOQ, 'potter's clay', is not cogn. with L.

cremdre (see ceramic^.

cremation, n. — L. cremdtid, gen. -onis, 'a burn-
ing', fr. cremdtus, pp. of cremdre, 'to burn'. See
prec. word and -ion.

cremationist, n., one who advocates the cremation
of dead human bodies instead of burying them.
— See cremation and -ist.

cremator, n. — Eccles. L. cremator, 'a burner', fr.

L. cremdtus, pp. of cremdre. See cremate and
agential suff. -or.

crematorium, n. — A Modern Latin word. See
crematory, n.

crematory, adj. — ModL. cremdtdrius, 'pertai-

ning to cremation', fr. L. cremdtus, pp. of cre-

mdre. See cremate and adj. suff. -ory.

crematory, n. — ModL. crematorium, 'a place

for burning corpses', fr. L. cremdtus, pp. of cre-

mdre. See cremate and subst. suff. -ory.

crembalum, n., a Jew's harp. — ModL., fr. Gk.
xpEfipaXov, 'Castanet'. See crepitate.

cremnophobia, n., a morbid fear of precipices

(med.) — Medical L., compounded of Gk.
xp7i(i.v6?, 'an overhanging bank, precipice, cliff,

crag', and -cpopta, 'fear of, fr. 96P0?, 'fear'. The
first element is rel. to Gk. y.priivnj^ii, 'I hang up,

suspend' ; see cremaster. For the second element

see -phobia.

cremocarp, n., a form of fructification, in which
the fruit is split into two indchiscent one-seeded

carpels called mericarps, which hang from the

summit ol the central axis called carpophore

(hot.) — Lit. 'hanging fruit', fr. Gk. xpefia-,

stem of xpsfxawuvai, 'to hang', and xap7r6?,

'fruit'. See cremaster and carpel and cp. the

first element in carpophore and the second ele-

ment in mericarp.

Cremona, n., a violin made at Cremona in Italy.

cren-, form of creno- before a vowel.

crenate, crenated, adj., notched, scalloped. — VL.

*crendtus, pp. of *crendre, 'to notch'. See crenel

and adj. suff. -ate, resp. also -ed.

Derivatives: crenat-ion, n., crenat-ure, n.

crenel, crenelle, n., one of the indentations in a

battlement. — OF. crenel (F. creneau), dimin.

of OF. cren, cran (F. crari), 'a notch', fr. crener,

'to notch', fr. VL. *crendre, fr. Late L. crena,

'notch', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. cranny,

crenate.

crenelate, crenellate, tr. v. — F. creneler, fr. OF.

creneler, fr. crenel. See prec. word and verbal

suff. -ate. Derivatives: crenel(l)-at-ed, adj.,

crenel(l)-at-ion, n.

crenic, adj., pertaining to an acid occurring in

humus and in deposits (chem.) — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. Gk. xp-rivr], 'spring, fountain', which

prob. stands for '*xpaava and is rel. to xpouvo?

(for *xpouav6?), 'spring, well head'. Cp. the

second element in Hippocrene.

creno-, before a vowel cren-, combining form

used in the sense of 'mineral spring'.— Fr. Gk.

xpTjVY). See prec. word.

crenulate, adj., minutely crenate. — ModL. cre-

nuldtus, fr. crenula, dimin. of VL. crena. See

crenate.

Derivatives: crenulat-ed, adj., crenulat-ion, n.

Creole, n., a native of the West Indies, of Euro-

pean descent. — Fr. Creole, earlier criole, fr.

Sp. criollo, fr. Port, crioulo, orig. 'brought up

(in one's house)', fr. criar, 'to nourish, bring

up', fr. L. credre, 'to make, produce, create'.

See create and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: Creole, adj.

Creon, n., brother of Jocasta and brother-in-law

of Oedipus; he was king of Thebes (Greek my-

thol.) — Gk. KpewM, fr. xpscov, a var. of xpstcov,

'ruler, lord, master', which is cogn. with OI.

sriyas-, Avestic srayah-, 'better'.

creophagous, adj., flesh-eating.— Gk. xpE09ayo?,

compounded of xpea?, 'flesh', and -ipiyoi;, 'eat-

ing'. See creosote and -phagous.

creosote, n., an oily liquid obtained from tar. —
G. Kreosot, coined by the German natural phi-

losopher. Baron Karl von Reichenbach (1788-

1869) in 1832 fr. Gk. xpea;, gen. xpeto?, 'flesh',

and aw?;£iv, 'to save'. The first element is cogn.

with L. crUdus, 'raw', cruor, 'gore, thick blood'

;

see crude. The second element is rel. to Gk.

aio;, 'safe', ato-rfjp, 'savior'; see soter.

crepe, n., a light crinkled cloth of silk. — F.,

'crape', fr. OF. crespe, fr. L. crispus, 'curled'.

See crisp and cp. crape.

Derivative : crepe, tr. and intr. v.

Crepidula, n., a genus of gastropods (zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. crepidula, 'a small sandal', dimin.

of crepida, 'sandal', fr. Gk. xpomSa, ace. of

xpT^rttc, of s.m., which is cogn. with L. carpiscu-

lum, 'a kind of footwear'. For the ending see

suff. -ule.

Crepis, n., a genus of plants of the chicory family

(bol.) — L. crepis, fr. Gk. xpTjTTti;, 'sandal; name

of a plant'. See prec. word.

crepitant, adj., making repeated crackling sounds.

— L. crepitans, gen. -antis, pres. part, of crepi-

tdre. See crepitate and -ant.

crepitate, intr. v., to make repeated crackling

sounds. — L. crepitdt-(um), pp. stem of crepi-

tdre, 'to rattle, creak, crackle, clatter', freq. of

crepdre, 'to rattle, crack, break with a crack,

burst', which is cogn. with OI. k^pate, 'laments',

from the I.-E. imitative base *(s)krep-; cp.

craven, crevasse, crevice, decrepit, decrepitate,

discrepant, quebracho. Cp. base *(s)qreh-, when-

ce Gk. xpejxPaXa (pi.), 'castanets', OSlav. skro-

botu, 'noise', Lith. skrebit, skrebeti, 'to rustle',

and see crembalum, roup, 'to sell by auction'.

Bases *(s)qreb- and *(s)krep- are enlargements

of the imitative base *qer-, *?/-, *ker-, *kr-;see

raven, n.

Derivative: crepitat-ion, n.

crepitus, n., a sound made by a sudden discharge

of wind from the bowels (merf.) — L. (short for

crepitus ventris, lit. 'sound made by the belly'),

fr. crepdre. See prec. word.

crepon, n., crepe of firm texture — F., fr. crepe,

'crape'. See crepe.

crept, past tense and pp. of creep. — ME. crepte,

a new formation. See creep.

crepuscle, n., twilight. — L. crepusculum, fr.

creper, 'dusky', which is of uncertain origin.

crepuscular, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

twilight. — Formed with suff. -ar fr. L. crepus-

culum. See prec. word.

crepuscule, n., twilight. — F. crepuscule, fr. L.

crepusculum. See crepuscle.

crescendo, adj. and adv., gradually increasing in

loudness; n., a gradual increase in loudness. —
It., lit. 'increasing', fr. crescere, 'to increase,

grow', fr. L. crescere. See next word.

crescent, n., the waxing moon. — ME. cressant,

fr. OF. creissant (F. croissant), prop. pres. part.

of creistre (F. croitre), 'to grow', fr. L. crescere,

of s.m., fr. I.-E. base *lier-, 'to grow', whence

also L. credre, 'to create'. See create and -ent

and cp. decrement, increase, increment.

crescent, adj., increasing in size. — L. crescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of crescere. See prec.

word.

cresol, n,, a caustic liquid (chem.) — Formed fr.

creosote with suff. -ol.

cress, n., plant of the mustard family. — ME.

cresse, fr. OE. cxrse, cerse, cresse, rel. to MDu.

kersse, Du. kers, OHG. kresso (masc), cressa

(fern), MHG., G. kresse, 'cress', and cogn.

with Gk. ypaaxn;, 'grass, green fodder', ypicw,

'to gnaw, eat', OI. grdsati, 'eats'. Cp. gastro-.

Cress orig. meant 'the edible plant'. See Kluge-

Mitzka, EWDS., p.403 s.v. Kresse. F. cresson

and It. crescione, 'cress', are Teut. loan words.

cresset, n., an iron vessel for holding oil or grease.

— ME., fr. OF. , craissel, fr. craisse, graisse.
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'grease', fr. VL, *crassia, fr. L. crassus, 'thick'.

See crass,

crest, n. — ME., fr. OF. creste (F. crete), fr. L.

crista, 'tuft on the head ofanimals, cock's comb',

which is cogn. with Mir. cressaim, 'I shake,

swing', ON. hrista, 'to shake', OHG. rista,

MHG. riste, G. Reiste, 'bundle'. These words
derive from a -/-enlargement of I.-E. base

*qreis-, whence OPruss. craysi, 'blade, stalk',

crays (pi.), 'hay', Goth, af-hrisjan, us-hrisjan, 'to

shake off', OE. hrisian, OS. hrissan, 'to rattle,

creak', OE., OS., ON., OFris., OHG. hrts, later

rls, MHG. ris, G. Reis, Dan., Swed. ris, MDu.,
Du. rijs, 'twig, sprig', L. crtspus, 'curly', crinis

(for crisnh}, 'hair of the head'. Cp. crinite, crisp,

crease, 'a fold', and kestrel. Base *qreis- is an

enlargement of base *(s)qer-, 'to bend, turn,

twist'. See curve and cp. words there referred to.

cresyl, n., l) a univalent radical, C7H7O; 2) an-

other name for tolyl (chem.) — Formed fr. cre-

sol with suff. -yl.

Derivative: cresyl-ic, adj.

cretaceous, adj., chalky. — L. cretaceus, 'chalk-

like', fr. creta, 'chalk'. See crayon and -aceous.

Derivative: cretaceous-ly, adv.

cretic, n., name of a metrical foot. — Fr. L. {pes)

Creticus, fr. Gk. {-koxx;) KpyjTtxo;, lit. 'Cretan

(foot)', fr. KprjTifi, 'Crete'. For the ending see

suff. -ic.

Derivative: cretic, adj.

cr^tiflcation, n. — See next word and -flcation.

cretify, tr. v., to convert into chalk. — Formed
fr. L. creta, 'chalk' (see crayon), with suff. -fy.

cretin, n., i) a person suffering from cretinism;

2) an idiot. — F. cretin, fr. cretin, a word of the

dial, of Valais, fr. F. Chretien, 'Christian', fr. L.

Christianas (see Christian). The different stages

of sense development were prob. l) Christian;

2) human being; 3) wretched human being;

4) idiot.

Derivatives: cretinism (q.v.), cretin-oid, adj.,

cretin-ous, adj.

cretinism, n., a disease caused by the deficiency

of the thyroid gland (med.) — F. cretinisme,

formed fr. cretin with suff. -isme. See cretin

and -ism.

Cretism, n., Cretan behavior; lying. — Gk. Kpy;-

TiCT^o?, fr. KprjTiJ^eiv, 'to behave like a Cretan',

i.e. 'to lie', fr. Kpr,Q, gen. KpirjToi;, 'Cretan'. For
the ending see suff. -ism.

cretonne, n., a kind of cotton cloth. — F., fr.

Cretan, a village in Normandy, where it was
originally made.

crevasse, n., a deep cleft, gap, rift, crack. — F.,

fr. crever. See next word.

crevice, n., a narrow opening. — ME. crevasse,

crevice, fr. OF. (= F.) crevasse, 'gap, rift, crack,

crevasse', fr. VL. *crepatia (whence also OProv-

en^. crebassa), fr. L. crepdre, 'to rattle, crack,

break with a crack, burst'. See crepitate.

Derivatives: crevice, tr. v., crevic-ed, adj.

crew, n. — Formerly spelled crue, aphetic for ac-

crue, 'a reinforcement', fr. OF. accreue, accrue,

'an increase', prop. fem. pp. of accroistre (F.

accroltre), 'to increase', fr. L. accrescere, 'to in-

crease', fr. ad- and crescere, 'to grow'. See cres-

cent, adj., and cp. accrue,

crewel, n., worsted yam. — Fr. earlier crule,

crewle, which is of uncertain origin.

crib, n. — ME. cribb, fr. OE. cribb, rel. to OS.

kribbia, Dan. krybbe, OFris., MDu. kribbe, Du.
krib, kribbe, OHG. kripia, krippa, MHG., G.

krippe, 'crib, manger', MHG. krebe, 'basket'.

The orig. meaning of these words seems to have

been 'wickerwork'. It. greppia, OProven?.

crepcha and F. creche 'manger, crib', are Teut.

loan words. Cp. cradge, cratch, creche.

Derivatives: crib, tr. and intr. v., cribb-age, n.,

cribb-ing, n.

cribble, n., a coarse sieve. — F. crible, fr. Late L.

cribellum, 'a small sieve', dimin. of cribrum. See

next word.

cribriform, adj., sievelike, perforated like a sieve.

— Formed fr. L. cribrum, 'a sieve', and forma,

'form, shape'. L. cribrum stands for *qreidhrom

[lit. 'an instrument for sifting', fr. I.-E. base

*(s)qerei-, 'to sift, separate', and instrumental

suff. *-dhro-] and is cogn. with Olr. criathar,

OW. cruitr, OCo. croider, MBret. croezr, 'sieve',

OE. hridder, OHG. rltera, 'a sieve'. See riddle,

'sieve', and cp. garble. Cp. also certain and

words there referred to. For the second element

in cribriform see -form,

crick, n., a painful spasmodic affection of the

muscles. — ME. crykke, of uncertain origin.

Derivative : crick, tr. v.

cricket, n., an insect of the order Orthoptera. —
OF. (= F.) criquet, rel. to criquer, 'to crack' ; of

imitative origin. Cp. creak, grig.

Derivative: cricket-y, adj.

cricket, n., the game. — OF. criquet, 'stick, stake

used as goal in the game of bowls', fr. MDu.
cricke, 'stick', which stands in gradational

relationship to OE. crycc, 'crutch'. See crutch.

Derivatives: cricket-er, n., cricket-ing, n.

crico-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

the cricoid cartilage' (anat.) — See next word.

cricoid (anat.), adj., pertaining to the cartilage

of the larynx; n., the cricoid cartilage. — Gk.

xpixoetSr)?, 'ring-shaped', compounded of xpi-

xo?, 'ring', and -oeiSt)?, 'like', fr. elSoi;, 'form,

shape. See circus and -oid.

cried, past tense and pp. of cry. — ME. cride,

cried, fr. crien, 'to cry'. See cry and -ed.

crier, n. — ME. criere, fr. OF. criere, nom. of

crieur, fr. crier, 'to cry'. See cry and agential

suff. -er.

crime, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) crime, fr. L. •

crimen, 'judicial decision, judgment, charge,

crime', which stands for crl-men and orig. meant

'cry of distress' (see Brugmann, in Indoger-

manische Forschungen, 9, 353f., Porzig, ibid.

42, 265). It derives fr. I.-E. base *{s)qrei-, en-

largement of the imitative base *qer-, 'to shout,

I
1

cry', whence also OHG. scrlan, 'to cry', ON.
hreimr, 'to squeak', hrltia, 'to squeal, squeak'.

See scream. For further derivatives of base *qe'r-

see raven and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also criminal, criminology, incriminate, recri-

minate. There is no connection between L.

crimen and cernere, 'to sift'.

Derivatives: crime, tr. v., crime-less, adj., crime-

less-ness, n.

criminal, adj. — F. criminel, fr. L. crlminalis,

'pertaining to crime, criminal', fr. crimen, gen.

crlminis. See crime and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: criminal n., criminal-ism, n., cri-

minal-ist, n., criminality (q.v.)

criminality, n. — F. criminalite, fr. ML. crimi-

ndlitatem, ace. of crlmindlitds, fr. L. crlminalis.

See prec. word and -ity.

criminate, tr. v., i) to accuse of a crime; 2) to

incriminate; 3) to censure. — L. crlmindtus, pp.

of crlmindrl, 'to accuse somebody of a crime,

to charge with', fr. crimen, gen. crlminis. See

crime and verbal suff. -ate and cp. discriminate,

incriminate, recriminate.

Derivatives : crimination (q.v.), criminat-ive, adj.,

criminator (q.v.), criminat-ory, adj.

crimination, n. — L. crimindtid, gen. -dnis, 'ac-

cusation', fr. crlmindtus, pp. of crlmindrl. See

prec. word and -ion.

criminator, n. — L., 'accuser', fr. crlmindtus, pp.

of crlmindrl. See criminate and agential suff.

-or.

criminology, n., the study of crime. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. crimen, gen. crlminis, 'charge,

crime' and Gk. -XoY^Si, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See crime and -logy.

Derivatives: criminotog-ic, criminolog-ic-al,

adjs., criminolog-ist, n.

criminous, adj., criminal. — L. crlmindsus, 'slan-

derous, faulty, blameworthy', fr. crimen, gen.

crlminis, 'charge, crime'. See crime and -ous.

Derivatives : criminous-ly, adv., criminous-ness,n.

crimp, tr. v., to wrinkle.— Du. and LG. krimpen,

'to curve, shrink', rel. to OHG. krimphan, of

s.m., and to E. cramp and crumple (qq.v.)

Derivatives: crimp, n., crimp-er, n., crimp-ing,

n., crimp-y, adj.

crimp, n., one who procures seamen by entrap-

ping them. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivative: crimp, tr. v., to entrap (seamen).

crimson, n., deep red. — Sp. cremesin, fr. Arab.

qirmiz, ult. fr. OI. *kfmi-ja-, 'produced by a

worm'. 01. kfmih, 'worm', is cogn. with Lith.

kirmis, kirmele, Olr. cruim. Alb. krimp, 'worm'.

Cp. kermes, carmine.

Derivatives: crimson, adj. and tr. v., crimson-ly,

adv., crimson-ness, n.

crinal, adj., pertaining to the hair. — L. crlndlis,

fr. crinis, 'hair'. See crinite and adj. suff. -al.

cringe, intr. v. — ME. crengen, fr. OE. cringan,

'to fall in battle, yield', Ut. 'to be bent', rel. to

ON. kringr, LG., Du. kring, MHG. krinc, G.

Kring, 'circle, ring', and to crank, crinkle (qq.v.)

Derivatives: cringe, n., cring-ing, n., cring-ing-

ly, adv., cring-ing-ness, n.

cringle, n., a small ring. — LG. kringel, dimin.

of kring, 'circle, ring'. See prec. word and dimin.

suff. -le and cp. degringolade.

crini-, combining form meaning 'hair'. — Fr. L.

crinis, 'hair'. See crinite.

crinite, adj., hairy. — L. crlnltus, pp. of crlnlre,

'to provide or cover with hair', fr. crinis, 'hair',

which stands for *cris-nis and is rel. to crispus,

'curly', crista, 'tuft on the head of animals,

cock's comb'. See crest and adj. suff. -ite and

cp. crisp. Cp. also crinal, crino- and the first

element in crinoline.

crinkle, intr. and tr. v., to wrinkle. — ME. (in

the participle crinkled), freq. formed fr. OE.

crincan, a collateral form of cringan, 'to yield'.

See cringe and freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives: crinkle, n., crinkl-y, adj.

crinkum-crankum, adj., full of twists and turns

(colloq.) — See crinkle and crank; jocosely

formed in imitation ofLatinwords ending in -um.

crinoid, adj., lily-shaped.— Gk. xpivoeiST)?, com-

pounded of xpivov, 'lily', and -oeiSif)?, 'like',

fr. tlSoq, 'form, shape'. See Crinum and -oid

and cp. encrinite.

Crinoidea, n. pi., a class of echinoderms (zool.)—
ModL. See prec. word.

crinoline, n., i) a stiff cloth; 2) a petticoat made

of stiff cloth; 3) a hoop skirt. — F., fr. It. crino-

lino, which is compounded of crino, 'hair' (fr.

L, crinis), and lino, 'flax' (fr. L. linum). It. crino-

lino prop, denotes a fabric whose woof is made

of hair and whose warp is made of linen. See

crinite and linen.

Derivative : crinoline, tr. v.

Crinum, n., a genus of plants of the amaryllis

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xptvov, 'lily',

which is a foreign word of unknown origin. Cp.

the first element in crinoid.

crio-, combining form meaning 'ram-headed'. —
Gk. xpto-, fr. xpt6(;, 'ram, battering ram', which

prob. stands for *xplf6? and is rel. to xepa6i;,

'homed', fr. xspaq, 'hom', and cogn. with ON.
hreinn, 'reindeer'. See hom and cp. cerato-, cer-

vine. Cp. also the first element in reindeer.

criosphinx, n., a sphinx with the head of a ram. —

•

Compounded of Gk. xpi6i;, 'ram', and 091^5.

'sphinx'. See prec word and sphinx.

cripple, n. — ME. cripel, crepel, crupel, fr. OE.

crypel, rel. to ON. kryppill, OFris. kreppel, MDu.
cropel, crepel, Du. kreupele, 'cripple', MHG.,
G. kriippel, lit. 'bent, twisted', and to OE.

creopan, 'to creep'. See creep and cp. croft, crop.

Derivatives: cripple, tr. v., crippl-ed, adj., crip-

ple-ness, n., crippl-er, n., crippl-ing, adj. and n.,

crippl-ing-ly, adv., crippl-y, adj.

crisis, n. — L., fr. Gk. xpicnc;, 'a separating, put-

ting apart, a decision', rel. to xpixYji;, 'judge,'

xpfvetv, 'to separate, pick out, decide, judge',

fr. I.-E. base *{s)g{eyre{i)-, 'to separate', whence
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also L. cernere, 'to separate, sift, distinguish,

discern, understand, decide'. See certain and cp.

critic and words ttiere referred to. Cp. also

acrisia, eccrinology, endocrine, hypocrisy.

crisp, adj., i) brittle; 2) lively; 3) fresh; 4) curly.

— OE., fr. L. crispus, 'curly', which is cogn.

with W. crych, Bret, crech, of s.m., fr. I.-E. base^

*(s)greis-, whence also L. crinis (for *crisnis),

'hair', and crista, 'tuft on the head of animals,

code's comb'. See crest and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also Crispin.

Derivatives : crisp, tr. and intr. v., crispate, adj.

(q.v.), crisp-ly, adv., crisp-ness, n., crisp-y, adj.

crispate, adj., of a curly appearance. — L. cris-

pdtus, pp. of crispdre, 'to curl, wave', fr. crispus.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: crispat-ion, n.

Crispin, masc. PN. — L. Crispinus, a Roman
cognomen derived fr. crispus, 'curled'. See

crisp, adj., and -in (representing L. -inus).

criss-cross, n., a mark made with two crossing

lines. — Fr. earlier Christ-cross.

Derivatives: criss-cross, adj., tr. v., adv.

cristate, adj., crested (said esp. of birds and other

animals). — L. cristdtus, 'having a crest or tuft',

iv. crista. See crest and adj. suff. -ate.

criterion, n. — Gk. xpiTy;piov, 'a means forjudg-

ing', fr. xptTTj?, 'judge', fr. xpivEiv, 'to sepa-

rate, decide, judge'. See critic.

crith, n., a unit of weight for gases. — Coined by

HoiTmann fr. Gk. kplftr), 'barleycorn', which is

prob. cogn. with L. hordeum, 'barley'. See

Hordeum.

critic, n. — L. criticus, fr. Gk. it.pniy.6c;, 'capable

of judging', fr. zpiT7;(;, 'judge', fr. xpfveiv, 'to

separate, decide, judge', which is cogn. with L.

cernere, 'to sieve, distinguish, discern^ under-

stand, decide'. See certain and cp. crisis, crite-

rion, diacritical, hypocrite, oneirocritic.

Derivatives: critic-al, adj., critical-ly, adv.,

critical-ness, n., critic-ism, n., critic-ize, critic-

ise, intr. and tr. v., critic-iz-er, critic-is-er, n.,

crilic-iz-ing-ly, critic-is-ing-ly, adv.

critique, n. — F., fr. Gk. xptTtKY) (short for-xpi-

-Lxr, f^/.w), 'the critical art'), fem. of xptTtxo;,

'of, or for, judging, capable of judging'. See

critic.

croak, intr. and tr. v. — From the stem of OE.

crdc-etlan, 'to croak', which is rel. to OE. cra-

cian, 'to resound', OE. crdwan, 'to crow', ME.
creken, 'to croak'. All these words are of imita-

tive origin. See raven and cp. Circaetus. Cp. also

crack, crake, creak, crow, grackle.

Derivatives: croak, n., croak-er, n., croak-ing,

adj. and n., croak-y, adj.

Croat, n. — Fr. earlier Chorwat, fr. Serbo-

Croatian Hrvat, fr. OSlav. ChUrvatinii, 'Croat',

lit. 'mountaineer, highlander', fr. churva, 'moun-

tain', which is rel. to OSlav., Serb, and

Croatian gora, Russ. gord, Pol. gdra, Czech and

Slovak hora, and cogn. with OI. girifi, Avestic

gairi, 'mountain'. Alb. gur, 'rock', Lith. glre.
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'forest' and prob. also with Gk. pop^a?, 'north

wind', lit. 'a mountain wind'. See Boreas and

cp. cravat.

Derivatives: Croat-ian, adj. and n.

crocein, croceine, n., any of several yellow and

red dyes {chem.)— Formed with chem. suff. -in,

resp. -ine fr. L. croceus, 'saffron-colored', fr.

crocus, 'saffron'. See Crocus.

crochet, n., a kind of knitting done with a small

hook. — F., 'a small hook', dimin. of croc,

'hook', which is a Teut. loan word. Cp. ON.
krdkr, 'hook' and see crook. Cp. also crotchet,

crocket, and accroach, encroach.

Derivatives: crochet, tr. and intr. v., crochet-er,

n., crochet-ing, n.

crocidolite, n., a blue or green fibrous mineral,

consisting of silicate of iron and solium (mine-

ral.) — Compounded of Gk. xpoxti?, gen. xpo-

xuSo;, 'a nap of woolen cloth', and Xifto?,

'stone'. The first element is rel. to Gk. xp6x7),

'woof, thread', stands in gradational relation-

ship to xpexsiv, 'to weave', and is cogn. with

OE. hreol, 'reel', hrsegie)!, 'garment', ON. hrxll,

'a weaver's sley', fr. I.-E. base *qrek-, 'to strike'.

See rail, 'garment', reel, 'a revolvable instru-

ment', and cp. next word. For the second

element see -lite.

Crocidura, n., agenus of shrews (zool.)— ModL.,

compounded of Gk. xpoxii?, gen. xpoxijSo(;, 'a

nap of woolen cloth', and oupa, 'tail'. See prec.

word and uro-, 'tail-'.

crock, n., an earthen pot. — OE. crocca, rel. to

OS. krdka, MDu. criike (Du. kruik), MHG.
kruche, OHG. krdg, kruog (MHG. kruoc, G.

Krug), 'pitcher, jug'. Cp. Mir. crocdn, 'pot', Gk.

xpoiaaoc;, 'pitcher', OSlav. krugla, 'cup'. All

these words are prob. borrowed from the same

unknown language.

Derivatives: crock, tr. v., to put into a crock,

crock-ery, n.

crock, n., an old, worn-out horse. — Rel. to

Swed. krake, LG. krakke, 'a worn-out horse',

and to E. crack (q.v.)

Derivative: crock, tr. v., to break down (a

horse).

crocket, n., an ornament placed on the sides of

pinnacles, gables, spires, etc. (archit.) — AF.

croquet, corresponding to OF. crochet. See

crochet.

Derivatives: crocket-ed, adj., crocket-ing, n.

crocodile, n. — ME. cocodrille, fr. OF. cocodrille,

metathesized fr. L. crocodilus, fr. Gk. xpox68T>.o(;,

'lizard; crocodile', dissimilatedfr.'xpoxo-SprXoi;,

lit. 'stone worm', fr. xp6x7;, 'pebble', and SpTXo?,

'worm'. Gk. xp6xY) is cogn. with OI. sarkarah,

sdrkard, 'gravel, pebble, sugar'; see sugar and

words there referred to. The etymology of Gk.

SpiXoi; is unknown.
Derivatives: crocodil-ian, adj. and n.

crocoite, n., native lead chromate, PbCr04 {min-

eral.)— Fr. earlier crocoisite, which was formed

with subst. suff. -Ite fr. Gk. xpoxieu;, 'saf-

M
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fron colored', fr. xp6xo?, 'saffron'. See next

word.

Crocus, n., a genus of plants of the iris family

{hot) — L., fr. Gk. xpixoi;, 'saffron', a word
of Sem. origin. Cp. Heb. karkSm, Arab, kiir-

kum, 'saffron', Aram.-Syr. kurk^md, Akkad.

kurkdnH, 'saffron'. OI. kunkumam, 'saffron', is

prob. a Sem. loan word; cp. Manfred Mayr-

hofer, A Concise Etymological Sanskrit Diction-

ary, Heidelberg, 1956, I, p. iig s.v. kunkumam.
Derivative: crocus-ed, adj.

Croesus, n., name of a king of Lydia renowned

for his great riches. — L., fr. Gk. Kpolaoi;.

croft, n. — OE., 'a small field', rel. to MDu.
krocht, Du. kroft, 'hillock', lit. 'something

curved', from the base appearing also in MDu.
crupen, OE. creopan, 'to creep'. See creep and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : croft-er, n., croft-ing, n.

Cro-Magnon, also cro-magnon, adj. {anthropoid

— So called from the name of a cave in the De-

partment of Dordogne in France, where remains

of this race of men have been found.

cromlech, n., i) a dolmen; 2) a circle of mono-
liths. — W., fr. crom, fem. of crwm, 'bent'

(which is prob. cogn. with MDu. rompelen,

'to wrinkle', see rumple, v.), and llech, 'a flat

stone'.

cromorna, n., an organ reed stop {mus.) — F.

cromorne, corruption of krummhorn (q.v.)

crone, n., a withered old woman. — ME., fr.

MDu. kronje, karonje, 'an old ewe', fr. ONF.
carogne (corresponding to OF. charogne), 'car-

cass'. See carrion. For sense development cp. F.

carogne, 'hag, jade'.

Derivative: cron-ish, adj.

Cronian, adj., Satumian. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. Kpovio?, 'of Cronus', fr. Kp6vo<;. See

next word.

Cronus, n., a Titan, son of Uranus and Gaea and

father of Zeus in Greek mythol.; identified by

-the Romans with Saturn. — L., fr. Gk. Kp6vo;;

of unknown etymology. Cp. the second element

in geocronite.

crony, n., a close friend. — Fr. earlier chrony,

fr. Gk. xp'^vio;, 'lasting', fr. xp'^vo;, 'time'. See

chronic.

Derivative : crony, intr. v.

crook, n. — ME. crok, fr. ON. krdkr, 'hook,

bend', which is rel. to OE. crycc, 'crutch, staff,

crozier'. See crutch and cp. crosier. Cp. also

crochet and words there referred to.

Derivatives: crook, tr. and intr. v., crook-ed,

adj., crook-ed-ly, adv., crook-ed-ness, n.

crookesite, n., selenide of copper, thallium and

silver {mineral) — Named after the English

chemist Sir WiUiam Crookes (1832-1919). For
the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

croon, intr. and tr. v., to sing softly ; to hum. —
MDu. cronen (Du. kreunen), 'to groan,

whimper' ; prob. of imitative origin.

Derivative: croon, n.

crop, n. — ME. croppe, fr. OE. crop, cropp,

'sprout, bunch of flowers or berries ; the top of a

plant; ear ofcom; crop of a bird; kidney', rel.

to ON. kroppr, 'trunk of a body', Dan. krop,

Swed. kropp, 'trunk of the body', MDu. crop,

Du. krop, 'the craw of a bird', OHG., kropf,

'growth on human body; craw', MHG., G.

kropf, 'craw'. The original meaning of these

words was 'protuberance'. They derive fr. I.-E.

base *greub-, 'curved, rough, uneven', whence

also Gk. YpuTco?, 'curved, hook-nosed'. See

creep and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

croup (of a horse), crupper, group.

Derivatives: crop, tr. v., to cut off (esp. the

tops of plants); to pluck off, reap; intr. v.,

to yield a crop, cropp-er, n., cropp-y, adj.

croquet, n., a game played by driving wooden
balls with wooden mallets through a series of

iron hoops. — From a northern dial. var. of

F. crochet, dimin. of croc, 'hook'. See crochet.

Derivative : croquet, tr. v.

croquette, n., a ball of minced meat, fish, or of

rice or potato. — F., formed with dimin. suff.

-ette fr. croquer, 'to crunch', which is of imi-

tative origin.

crore, n., ten million rupees, i.e. one hundred

lakhs {Anglo-Indian). — Hind, karor, rel. to

Prakrit krodi, fr. OI. kotih, 'end', which is prob.

a Dravidian loan word.

crosier, crozier, n., the staff of a bishop. — The

word orig. meant 'staff-bearer', and derives fr.

OF. crocier, crossier, fr. crosse, 'crosier', fr.

WTeut. *krukja, 'crutch'. See crutch and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also crosse, crossette,

lacrosse.

cross, n. — ME. cros, fr. OE. cros, fr. ON. kross,

fr. Olr. cros, fr. L. crucem, ace. of crux, 'cross",

which is of uncertain, perh. Punic, origin. Cp.

It. croce, OProven?. crotz, F. croix, Sp., Port.

cruz, Catal. creu, OS. krdzi, MDu. criice (Du.

kruis), OHG. krdzi (MHG. kriuze, G. Kreuz),

which all derive fr. L. crucem. Cp. across,

crucial, Crucianella, crucible, crucify, cruise,

cruiser, crusade, crusily, crux, cruzeiro, excru-

ciate, kreutzer and the second element in haken-

kreuz. Cp. also ridge, rung.

Derivatives: cross, tr. and intr. v., cross-ing, n.

cross, adj., i) placed across, transverse; 2) con-

trary; 3) ill-humored. — Fr. cross, n.

Derivatives: cross-ly, adv., cross-ness, n.

cross-country, adj. — Aphetic for across-country.

crosse, n., the racket used in the game lacrosse. —
See lacrosse and cp. next word.

crossette, n. {archaic). — F., dimin. of crosse,

'crosier, stock.' See prec. word and -ette.

crossite, n., a variety of amphibole {mineral.) —
Named after the American geologist Whitman

Cross (i 854-1949). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

crosso-, combining form meaning 'provided with

a fringe'. — Gk. xpoooo-, fr. xpoaoot (pi.),

'tassels, a fringe', rel. to xp6CTaai (pi.), 'battle-
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ments, copings of parapets', which prob. stands

for *qroqyd-, and is cogn. with Czech and Russ.

krokva, 'spar, rafter', OE. hrxgan, MHG., G.
ragen, 'to jut out'. See rake, 'to project'.

Crotalaria, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

{hot) — ModL., fr. Gk. xpAraXov, 'rattle', fr.

xpoToc;. See next word.

Crotalus, n., the genus consisting of the rattle-

snakes (zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xp^TaXov,

'rattle', fr. xpoTo?, 'the sound of rattling, beating,

striking or clapping' (whence also xpoxsTv, 'to

cause to rattle; to knock, beat, strike, clap'), fr.

I.-E. base *kret-, 'to make a noise, to rattle',

whose nasalized form appears in ON. hrinda, OE.
hrindan, 'to thrust'. Cp. next word, Crotaphytus,

and the second element in dicrotic, tricrotism.

crotaphion, n., the point at the posterior extre-

mity of the sphenoid (anat.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. KpoTotiptov, neut. of xpoTtieiptoi;, 'of the

temples', fr. Kp6Ta9o?, 'side of the forehead',

in the pi. 'temples', prop, meaning 'the place of

beating', and rel. to xpoTog, 'the sound of beat-

ing'. See prec. word.

crotaphite, adj., temporal (anat.) — Formed with

subst. suflf. -ite fr. Gk. xpi-racpoi (pi.), 'temples'.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: crotaphite, n., the temporal fossa,

crotaphit-ic, adj., temporal.

Crotaphytus, n., a genus of lizards (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. y.poTa.(ft-rr)i;, 'pertaining to the

temples, temporal', fr. Kp6Ta9oi (pi.), 'the tem-

ples'. See crotaphion.

crotch, n., a forked part. — F. crocht, fr. croc,

'hook'. See next word.

Derivative: crotch, tr. and intr. v.

crotchet, n., i) a small hook; 2) a hooklike part.

— ME., fr. OF. crochet (pronounced crotchet),

fr. croc, 'hook', a var. of crochet (q.v.) See also

crocket.

Derivatives: crotchet, tr. and intr. v., crotchet-

eer, n., crochet-y, adj., crotchet-i-ness, n.

Croton, n., a genus of plants of the spurge family

(hot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. xpdxcov, 'a tick; castor-

oil tree', a word of unknown origin.

crouch, intr. v. — ME. crouchen; prob. a blend

of cringe and couch.

Derivatives: crouch, n., crouch-er, n.

croup, n., an inflammatory disease. — Scot.

croup, 'to croak', of imitative origin.

Derivatives: croup-y, adj., croup-i-ly, adv.,

croup-i-ness, n.

croup, n., the hind part of quadrupeds, esp. of a

horse. — ME., fr. F. croupe, fr. Frankish *krup-

pa, which orig. meant 'protuberance', and is rel.

to crop (q.v.) See also next word and crupper.

croupier, n., a person in charge of a gaming table,

collecting stakes. — F., lit. 'rider on the croup',

hence 'assistant', fr. croupir, 'to ride on the

croup', fr. croupe. See prec. word.

crouton, n., a small piece of toasted bread used

in soups, etc. — F., lit. 'a little crust', dimin. of
cro&te. See cmst.

crow, intr. v. — ME. crowen, fr. OE. crawan, 'to

crow', rel. to MLG. krelen, MDu. crayen, Du.
kraaien, OHG. kraen, MHG. krsejen, G. krahen,

,
'to crow', of imitative origin. Cp. OSlav. graJQ,

grajati, 'to crow, caw', which is also imitative.

Cp. also next word and croak.

Derivatives: crow, a.., crow-ing, n., crow-er, n.

crow, n., the bird. — ME. crowe, fr. OE. crdwe,

rel. to OS. krdja, MDu. crate, Du. kraai, OHG.
krd, krdwa, krdja, krdha, MHG. krd, krsbje,

G. Krdhe, 'a crow', and to OE. crdwan, etc.,

to crow'; see crow, v. These nouns lit. mean
'the crowing (bird)'. Cp. next word.

crowbar, n. — Lit. 'a bar with a pointed end re-

sembUng a crow's beak'.

crowd, n., an ancient Celtic stringed instrument.

— ME. crowde, fr. W. crwth, 'anything sweUing,

bulging', which is rel. to Olr. crot, 'harp', Gael.

cruit, 'harp, violin', Ir. cruit, 'violin', and to

OW. crunn, Gael, cruinn, 'round, curved'. See

crown, n., and cp. rote, 'a musical instrument'.

crowd, intr. and tr. v., to press. — ME. cruden,

crouden, fr. OE. crddan, 'to press, push', rel.

to MDu. cruden, later kruyden, kruyen, Du.
kruien, 'to push', MHG. kroten, 'to press, op-

press'. Cp. curd.

Derivatives: crowd, n., multitude, crowd-ed, adj.,

crowd-ed-ly, adv., crowd-ed-ness, n., crowder

(q.v.)

crowder, n., one who or that which crowds. —
Formed fr. prec. word with agential suff". -er.

crowder, n., one who plays on a crowd {archaic).

— Formed fr. crowd, 'a musical instrument',

with agential suflf. -er.

crown, n. — ME. croune, fr. earlier coroune, co-

rune, fr. OF. corone (F. couronne), fr. L. corona,

'garland, wreath, crown', fr. Gk. xopcovr), 'any-

thing curved; crown', fr. xop(ov6<;, 'curved,

crooked', which is cogn. with Mir. cruind, OW.
crunn, W., MW. crwnn, Gael, cruinn, 'round',

curved', L. curvus, 'bent, crooked'. Cp. It., Sp.

corona. Port, coroa, OFris., MLG. krone (Du.

kroon, kruin), OHG. corona (MHG krone, G.

Krone), ON. kruna, which all derive fr. L.

cororm. See curve and cp. corona. Cp. also

cornice, coroa, corollary, crowd, 'a musical in-

strument'.

crown, tr. v. — ME. crounen, fr. earUer corunen,

fr. OF. coroner (F. couronner), fr. L. corondre.

'to crown', fr. corona. See crown, n. Cp. Rum
cunund, 'to crown, wreathe; to unite in wed'

lock'. It. coroimre, OProven;., Catal., Sp. coro-

nar. Port, coroar, 'to crown', which all derive

fr. L. cordnare.

Derivative: crown-er,n.

crozier, n. — See crosier.

crucial, adj., i) cross-shaped; 2) decisive, critical.

— F., fr. L. crux, gen. crucis, 'cross'. See cross

and adj. suff. -aL In its second sense, the word
crucial derives from Bacon's phrase instantia

crucis (see Novum Organum II, XXXVI).
Derivative: crucial-ly, adv.
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crucian carp, n., a species of a carp. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. MLG. karusse (whence also

Dan. karuds), which prob. derives fr. Lith.

kariisis (whence also G. Karausche). Lith.

karusis is a collateral form of karosas, which,

together with Czech karas, Pol. kara^, Russ.

kards', 'crucian carp', is borrowed fr. L. cora-

clnus, 'a Nile fish' (whence also F. corassin,

carassin, 'crucian carp'), fr. Gk. xopaxTvo?, of

s.m., lit. 'a fish or ravenlike color', fr. x6pa5,

gen. xipaxoi;, 'raven'; see coracine. MG. karas,

of s.m., is a Slavic loan word.

Crucianella, n., a genus of plants of the madder
family (_bot.)— ModL. formed with the dimin.

suff. -ella fr. L. crux, gen. crucis, 'cross'. See

cross, n.

cruciate, adj., cross-shaped. — ModL. crucidtus,

'cross-shaped', fr. crux, gen. crucis, 'cross'. See

cross and adj. suff. -ate and cp. excruciate. In

the now obsolete sense, 'tortured, tormented',

cruciate derives fr. L. crucidtus, pp. of crucidre,

'to crucify, torture, torment', fr. crux (see

above).

crucible, n., a vessel for melting metals. — ML,
crucibulum, 'night lamp, melting pot, crucible',

formed fr. L. crux, gen. crucis, 'cross' (see

cross, n.), and the instrumental suff. -bulum.

The lamp was so called from its shape suggestive

of a cross.

Derivative : crucible, tr. v.

cruciferous, adj., i) bearing a cross; 2) pertaining

to the mustard family {bot.) — Formed with

suff'. -ous fr. L. crucifer, 'cross bearer', fr. crux,

gen. crucis, 'cross', and ferre, 'to bear, carry'.

See cross and -ferous. The mustard family is

called cruciferous because the four petals of the

flowers are arranged crosswise.

crucifix, n. — ME., fr. OF. crucefix (F. crucifix),

fr. L. crucifixus, 'one fixed to the cross', orig.

spelled in two words : crucifixus, from the dative

of crux, 'a cross', and pp. offigere, 'to fix'. See

cross, n., and fix, adj., and cp. crucify.

crucifixion, n. — Eccles. L. crucifixio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. crucifixus. See prec. word and -ion.

cruciform, adj., cross-shaped. — Compounded of

L. crux, gen. crucis, and forma, 'form, shape'.

See cross and form, n.

crucify, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) crucifier, fr. L. cruci-

figere, orig. spelled in two words: cruci figere,

'to fix to the cross' ; see crucifix. OF. crucifier was
influenced in form by the many verbs ending

in -fier, a suff. corresponding to L. -ficdre.

Derivatives: crucifi-ed, adj., crucifi-er, n.

crude, adj., 1) raw; not refined; 2) not finished.

— L. crUdus, 'raw, crude, not cooked', Ut. 'trick-

ling with blood, bleeding', rel. to cruor, 'blood

(flowing from a wound)', cruentus, 'stained

with blood, bloody', fr. I.-E. base *grew'-,

*qreu-, 'coagulated, congealed, bloody', whence
also 01. kravih, 'raw flesh', kravyam, "blood",

krOrdlf, 'raw, bloody, cruel', Avestic xrum{?xc.),

'a piece of bloody flesh', xriira-, 'bloody, cruel'.

xrHma-, xrdta-, 'dreadful, horrible', Gk. xp^a?

(for *xp^fa<;), 'flesh', OPol. kry, OSlav. kruvi,

OPruss. krawian, Lith. kraUjas, 'blood', Lett.

kreve, 'clotted blood', Mir. crd, W. crau, Co.

crow, 'blood', Olr. crOaid, 'firm, hard',OE.

hreaw, 'raw'. Cp. raw. Cp. also creosote, cruel,

cruentation, crust, crystal, ecru, recrudesce.

Derivatives : crude-ly, adv., crude-ness, n.

crudity, n. — F. erudite, fr. L. crdditdtem, ace. of

crdditds, fr. crOdus. See crude and -ity.

cruel, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) cruel, fr. L.

crddelis, 'hard, unmerciful, cruel, fierce', fr. crd-

dus; see crude. For the formation of crddelis, fr.

crudus, cp. L. fidelis, 'true, faithful', fr. fidus,

of s.m.

Derivatives: cruel-ly, adv., cruel-ness, n., cruelty

(q.v.)

cruelty, n. — OF. cruelte (F. cruaute), fr. L. crd-

delitdtem, ace. of crudelitds, 'cruelty'. See prec.

word and -ty.

cruentation, n., oozing of blood, esp. from a dead

body after incision. — L. cruentdtid, gen. -dnis,

'a staining with blood', fr. cruentdtus, pp. of

cruentdre, 'to stain with blood', fr. cruentus,

'bloody', fr. cruor, 'blood', which is rel. to

crQdus. See crude and -ation.

cruet, n., a small glass bottle for vinegar, oil,

etc. — AF., dimin. of OF. crue, cruie, 'an earth-

en pot', fr. Frankish *kruka (whence also

OProven?. cruga, and F. cruche, 'pitcher'), which

is rel. to MHG. krdche, 'pitcher, jug', and to

OHG. kruog, of s.m. See crock, 'earthen pot'.

cruise, intr. and tr. v. — Du. kruisen, 'to cross;

to cruise', fr. kruis, 'cross', fr. L. crucem, ace.

oicrux, 'cross'. See cross, n.

Derivatives: cruise, n., cruiser (n.v.)

cruiser, n. — Lit. 'a cruising vessel', formed fr.

cruise with agential suff. -er.

cruller, n., a small sweet cake. — Du. kruller, lit.

'a curled cake', fr. krullen, 'to curl'. See curl.

crumb, n. — ME. crume, crumme, fr. OE. cruma,

rel. to ON. krumr, Dan. krumme, MLG., MDu.
crome, Du. kruim, MHG. krdme, G. Krume,

'crumb', and cogn. with Gk. ypufxea, Yp-jjieta,

'bag, trash, trumpery; fish remnants', ypu-TT),

'frippery', ypu, 'dirt under the nail', L. grumus,

'a little heap'. All these words prob. mean lit.

'something scraped together', and derive fr. I.-E.

base *greu-, 'to scrape together'. Cp. crumple.

Cp. also cnunen, grume.

Derivatives: crumb, tr. and intr. v., crumble, v.

(q.v.), crumb-y, crumm-y, adjs.

crumble, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. crumb with

freq. suff. -le.

Derivative: crumbl-y, adj.

crumen, n., the name of the suborbital gland in

deer and antelopes. — L. crumina, crumena,

'purse, bag', fr. Gk. fp\j^i.e6i, ypujjieia. See crumb.

crump, tr. and intr. v., to crunch. — Of imitative

origin.

Derivative: crump, a., i) a crunching sound;

2) a heavy shell.
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crumpet, n., a kind of sticky cake. — ME. crom-

pid cake (Wycliffe's rendering of Heb. raqtq,

Ex. 29 : 23). ME. crompid prob. derives fr. OE.
cron peht, 'a tiiin flat cake', which is, indeed,

the most exact rendering of Heb. raqtq, fr. Heb.
raq, 'thin'. OE. cron peht is of Celtic origin.

Cp. Bret, krampoez, 'a thin flat cake', in which

the second element is rel. to W. poeth, 'cooked',

and cogn. with OI. paktdfi, Gk. nsmoc,, L. cac-

tus, 'cooked' Lith. kiptas, 'baked'. See cook.

crumple, tr. and intr. v. — Freq. formed with

suff. -lefromobsol. OE. crump, crumb, 'crooked',

which is rel. to OS. crumb, Du. krom, OHG.,
MHG. krump, G. krumm, 'crooked', and cogn.

with Gk. YpuTTo?, 'curved, hook-nosed'. See

creep and cp. cripple. Cp. also the first element

in krummhom.
Derivatives: crumple, n., crumpl-ed, adj., crumpl-

er, n., crumpl-ing, n., crumpl-y, adj.

crunch, intr. and tr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

craunch and scrunch.

Derivatives: crunch, n., crunch-ing, n. and adj.,

crunch-ing-ly, adv., crunch-ing-ness, n., crunch-y,

adj., crunch-i-ly, adv., crunch-i-ness, n.

crunode, n., a point at which a curve crosses it-

self (geom.) — Irregularly formed fr. L. crux,

'cross', and nodus, 'knot'. See cross and node.

Derivative: crunod-al, adj.

crupper, n., i) the rump of a horse, croup; 2) a

leather strap attached to a saddle. — ME. cro-

pere, fr. OF. cropiere (F. croupiire), 'crupper,

saddle tie', fr. crope (F. croupe), 'croupe, rump'.

See croup, 'the hind part of a horse'.

Derivative : crupper, tr. v.

crural, adj., pertaining to the leg (anat. and zool.)

— L. crurdlis, fr. crus, gen. cruris, 'leg'. See

next word and adj. suff. -al.

crus, n., the leg; the shank (anat.)— L. crus, gen.

cruris, 'leg, shank, shin', of uncertain origin;

possibly cogn. with Arm. srun-k' (p!.), 'shin-

bones, calves of the leg' ; not related to L. cruor,

'blood', crQdus, 'raw'. Cp. crural.

crusade, n. — A blend of Sp. cruzada and F. croi-

sade, fr. Sp. cruzar, resp. F. croiser, 'to cross,

to take the cross', fr. Sp. cruz, resp. F. croix,

fr. L. crucem, ace. of crux. See cross, n., and
-ade (representing Sp. -ada) and cp. next word.

Derivatives: crusade, intr. v., crusad-er, n.

crusade, cruzado, n., name of a Portuguese coin.

— Port, cruzado, lit. 'marked with a cross', fr.

cruzar, 'to cross, mark with a cross', rel. to

Catal. crusar, Olt. crociare, OProveng. crozar,

F. croiser, fr. L. crux, 'cross'. See cross, n., and
cp. prec. word.

cruse, n., a small earthen vessel. — ME. cruse,

cruce, prob. fr. MDu. cruese (Du. kroes), 'cup,

pot, mug', which is rel. to MLG. krQs, ON. krus,

Dan. krus, 'mug, jug', Swed. krus, 'mug',

MHG. kruse, G. Krause, 'jug, mug'.

crush, tr. and intr. v. — ME. cruschen, fr. OF.
cruissir, a var. of croissir, 'to break', fr. Pran-

kish *krostjan, 'to gnash the teeth', which is rel.

to Goth, kriustan, 'to gnash the teeth', krusts,

'the gnashing of teeth', ON. kreista, 'to press,

squeeze', OSwed. krusa, krosa, 'to crush'. Cp.
It. crosciare (fr. OF. croissir), and OProven?.
croisir, cruisir, Catal. cruxir (whence Sp. crujir),

'to crack', which are Teut. loan words.

Derivatives: crush, n., crush-ed, adj., crush-er,

n., crush-ing, adj., crush-ing-ly, adv.

crusily, crusile, adj., sprinkled with small crosses

(her.) — OF. croisillie, croisille, crusillie, fr.

croisille, 'a small cross', dimin. of OF. croiz (F.

croix), fr. L. crucem, ace. of crux, 'cross'. See

cross.

crust, n. — ME., fr. OF. crouste (F. croCite), fr.

L. crusta, 'the hard surface of a body, rind,

crust, shell', which stands for *crus-td, and lit.

means 'that which has been hardened by freez-

ing', and is cogn. with Gk. zpijoi; (prob. for

*xpuao(;), 'icy cold, frost', xpu£p6?, 'icy, chilling',

Xpi5(i6(; (for *xpucr(i.ci(;), 'frost', xpuCT-raXXo?, 'ice,

crystal', Toch. A kuras, B krost, 'cold', Lett.

kruvesis, 'mud frozen in the field; roughness of

the soil', Lith. at-krusti, 'to revive' (said of

frozen people),OHG. (h)rosa, (h)roso,'ice, crust',

ON. hriosa, 'to shudder', OE. hriise, 'earth,

ground'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. *qreus-,

*qrus-, *qruwes-, enlarged forms of base *qreu-,

'icy, solid, coagulated, congealed', whence also

L. crudus, 'raw'. See crude and cp. Crustacea,

encrust. Cp. also croOton, crystal, custard and

the first element in Caucasian.

Derivatives: crust, v. (q.v.), crust-y, adj., crust-

i-ly, adv., crust-i-ness, n.

crust, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. crust, n., on
analogy of OF. crouster (F. crouter), fr. crouste.

Derivatives: crust-ed, adj., crust-ed-ly, adv.

Crustacea, n. pi., a large class of animals char-

acterized by a hard outer shell; including crabs,

lobsters, shrimps, crayfish, etc. (zool.) — Neut.

pi. of ModL. crusldceus, lit. 'pertaining to the

crust or shell', fr. L. crusta. See crust, n.

crustacean, adj., pertaining to the Crustacea. —
See prec. word and -an.

Derivative: crustacean, n.

cnistaceology, n., the study of crustaceans. — A
hybrid coined fr. Crustacea and Gk. -XoytS, fr.

-XAyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

cnistaceous, adj., i) pertaining to crust; 2) the

same as crustacean. — ModL. crusldceus. See

Crustacea and -ous.

crutch, n. — ME. crucche, fr. OE. crycc, 'crutch,

stafl", crozier', rel. to OS. krukka, Dan. krykke,

Swed. krycka, MDu. crucke, Du. kruk, OHG.
krucka, MHG. krucke, G. KrUcke, 'crutch'.

These words stand in gradational relationship

to ON. krokr, 'hook', kraki, 'a stick with a hook
at its end'. They are related also to E. cricket,

the game, creek, crook and crosier. Dial. It.

croccia. It. gruccia, 'crutch', and crocco, 'hook',

are Teut. loan words.

Derivatives : crutch,\t. and intr. \.,crutch-ed, adj.
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crux, n., something difficult to explain, a hard

puzzle. — L. crux, 'cross', used also in the sense

of 'torture, trouble'. Cp. crux interpretum, 'a.

crux of interpretors'. Cp. also crucial, excruciate

and see cross.

cruzado, n. — See crusado.

cruzeiro, n., the monetary unit of Brazil. — Port.,

fr. cruz, 'cross', fr. L. crucem, ace. of crux,

'cross'. See crucial.

cry, intr. and tr. v. — OF. (= F.) crier, fr. VL.

*crlldre, corruption of L. quiritdre, 'to cry, wail,

scream', denominated fr. Quirites, 'Roman ci-

tizens'; see Quirites. Accordingly quiritdre orig.

meant 'to address the Romans', whence arose

the meanings 'to implore somebody's help; to

raise a plaintive cry; to cry aloud'. Cp. It. gri-

dare, OProven^., OSp. cridar, Sp., Port, gritar,

which all derive from L. quiritdre. Cp. also

decry, descry.

Derivatives: cry, n., cry-ing, adj., cry-ing-ly, adv.

cry-, form of cryo- before a vowel.

crymodynla, n., pain caused by cold weather

(med.) — Medical L., lit. 'pain caused by frost',

fr. xpOjioi; (for *xpuci[i6;), 'frost', and oSuvig,

'pain'. Gk. xpOfjio; is cogn. with L. crusta,

'crust'; see crust, n., and cp. the second element

in isocryme. For the second element see -odynia.

crymotherapy, n., the therapeutic application of

cold (med.) — Compounded of Gk. xpO(ji6?,

'frost', and »Epa7t£ia, 'a waiting on, service, at-

tendance'. See prec. word and -therapy.

cryo-, before a vowel cry-, combining form mean-

ing 'cold, freezing'. — Gk. xpuo-, xpu-, fr. xpuo?

(for *xpiiao<;), 'icy cold, frost", which is cogn.

with L. crusta, 'crust'. See crust.

cryogen, n., a refrigerant. — Compounded of

cryo- and -gen.

cryolite, n., a fluoride of sodium and aluminum

(mineral.) — Orig. kryolith, coined by Peter

Christian Abilgaard (1740-1801), director of the

Veterinary College in Copenhagen, fr. Gk.

xp'JO(;, 'icy cold, frost', and Xixfoc,, 'stone'. See

cryo- and -lite; so called by him from its trans-

lucency. See J. R. Partington, A History of

Chemistry, Volume III, London, 1962, p. 554.

cryometer, n., a thermometer for measuring very

low temperatures. — Compounded of cryo- and

Gk. ijiETpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

cryophorus, n., an instrument for showing the

freezing of water by its own evaporation. —
Compounded of cryo- and Gk. -(^opoc,, 'bearer',

fr. 9^p£iv, 'to bear'. See -phore.

crypt, n., an underground chamber. — L. crypto,

'vault, cave, crypt', fr. Gk. xpuTr-rr,, of s.m., short

for xpuTtTY) xajxipa, 'a hidden vault'. Kp'jTr-rr;

is fem. of xp'jttto?, 'hidden, concealed', verbal

adj. of xpuTtTEiv, 'to hide, conceal', fr. I.-E. base

*qru-bh-, enlargement of base *qrii-, 'to hide',

whence OSlav. kryji/, kryti, 'to hide'. Cp. kryp-

ton. Cp. also grot, grotto, which are doublets of

crypt. Cp. also Apocrypha, undercroft.

crypt-, form of crypto- before a vowel.

cryptic, adj., secret.— L. crypticus, 'covered, con-

cealed', fr. Gk. xpuTCTixo?, fr. xpuTCToi;, verbal

adj. of xpuTTTEiv, 'to hide, conceal'. See crypt

and -ic.

Derivative: cryptic-al-ly, adv.

crypto-, before a vowel crypt-, combining form

meaning 'hidden, secret'.—Gk. xpu7TTo-,xpu7tT-,

fr. xpuTTxi?, verbal adj. of xpiimTeiv. See crypt.

cryptocrystalline, adj., indistinctly crystalline

(petrogr.) — Compounded of crypto- and crys-

talline.

Cryptodira, n. pi., a suborder of tortoises (zool.)

— ModL., lit. 'having a concealed neck', com-

pounded of crypto- and Ion. Gk. SstpTj, 'neck',

which is rel. to Gk. Bipfj, Lesbian S^ppa, Dor.

8r|pa, Arcad. Sspfd, of s.m. (I.-E. *g'^er-wd), and

is cogn. with OI. grivd (for *g''ri-wd), 'nape',

OSIav griva, 'mane', fr. I.-E. base *g"'er-, 'to

swallow', whence also Gk. pops, Ppcoj^a, 'food',

L. vordre, 'to devour'. See voracious.

Derivatives: cryptodir-an, cryptodir-ous, adjs.

cryptogam, n., one of the group of plants which

have no external flowers and seeds. — F. cryp-

togame, fr. Gk. xpuTiro?, 'hidden', and yajioi;,

'marriage'. See crypto- and -gamy.

Derivatives: cryptogam-ian, cryptogam-ic, adjs.,

cryptogam-y, n., cryptogam-ist, n., cryptogam-

ous, adj.

Cryptogamia, n. pi., the group of cryptogams

(bot.) — ModL., formed fr. prec. word with

suff. -ia.

cryptogram, n., something written in cipher. —
Compounded of crypto- and Ypajjifjia, 'something

written'. See -gram.

Derivatives: cryptogram-ic, cryptogrammat-ic,

adjs.

Cryptogramma, n., a genus of plants of the poly-

pody family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of

crypto- and Gk. ypaixiiT), 'a line', which is rel. to

Ypa(i(iO(, 'something written' (see -gram and cp.

cryptogram); so called in allusion to the lines

of sporangia at first hidden by the margin.

cryptograph, n., a cryptogram. — Compounded
of crypto- and Gk. -ypatpo?, fr. ypacpeiv, 'to

write'. See -graph and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: cryptograph-er, n., cryptograph-ic,

adj., cryptograph-y, n.

cryptology, n., a secret language.—Compounded
of crypto- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyot;, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner); one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

cryptorchid, n., one with undescended testicles

(anat.) — Medical. L. cryptorchis, corrupted fr.

Gk. xp'j'^jpx^, 'undescended testicles', a word

coined by Galen fr. xpiii}''-;. 'hiding, concealment'

(fr. xpuTiTeiv, 'to hide'), and opxt;, 'testicle'.

See crypt- and orchid.

Derivative: cryptorchid-ism, also cryptorch-ism,

n.

Cryptostegia, n., a genus of woody vines of the

milkweed family (bot.)— ModL., compounded
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of crypto- and Gk. axEyv), 'roof, which is rel. to

cttIyo?. 'roof, fr. oT^yeiv, 'to cover'. See ste-

gano-.

Cryptotaenia, n., a genus of plants containing

the honewort (bot.) — ModL., compounded of

crypto- and Gk. xaiviS, 'fiEet'. See taenia.

crystal, n. — ME. cristal, fr. OF. cristal (F. crys-

tal), fr. L. crystallum, fr. Gk. xpiioTotXXo?, 'ice;

crystal', which is rel. to xpuoratvetv, 'to con-

geal, freeze'. Both these words derive fr. xpiioi;

(for *Kpuaoi;), 'frost', which is cogn. with L.

crusta, 'crust'. See crust and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also crymodynia, cryogen,

cryolite.

Derivatives: crystal, adj. and tr. v., crystalline

(q.v.), crystall-ize, tr. and intr. v., crystalliz-

ation, n., crystalliz-ed, adj., crystalliz-er, n.

crystal!-, form of crystallo- before a vowel.

crystalline, adj. — F. crystallin, fr. L. crystal-

linus, fr. Gk. xpuaxaXXivo?, 'of crystal', fr. xpiS-

CTTaXXo?. See crystal and -ine (representing Gk.

-tvo?.

Derivatives : crystalline n., crystallin-ity, n.

crystallo-, before a vowel crystal!-, combining

form meaning 'crystal'. — Gk. xpuoTaXXo-,

xpuCTTaXX-, fr. xpiicTTaXXoi;. See crystal.

crystallographer, n, — See crystallography and

agential suff. -er.

crystallography, n., the study of the formation of

crystals. — Compounded of crystallo- and Gk.

-Ypa(pia, fr. Ypa9etv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

crystalloid, adj., resembling a crystal. — Com-
pounded of crystallo- and Gk. -OEiSr]?, 'like',

fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See -old.

crystallomancy, n., divination by crystal gazing.

— Compounded of crystallo- and Gk. [xavTeta,

'oracle, divination'. See -mancy.

csardas, n., a Hungarian national dance. ^
Hung, csdrdds.

cten-, form of cteno- before a vowel.

ctenidium, n., the gill of a moUusk (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idium fr. Gk. xxeii;,

gen. xTEvog, 'comb'. See cteno-.

cteno-, before a vowel cten-, combining form

meaning 'comblike' (zool.)— Gk. xxevo-, xtcv-,

fr. Y.-tiz, gen. xxEvog, 'comb', which stands for

*pkten, and is rel. to ttexeiv, 'to comb', and

cogn. with L. pecten, 'comb', pectere, 'to comb'.

See pecten.

ctenoid, adj., comblike. — Compounded of

cten- and Gk. -oeiSy)!;, 'like', fr. slSoi;, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

Ctenophora, n. pi., a phylum nf Coelenterata

{zool.) — ModL., compounded of cteno- and
neut. pi. of Gk. -cpopoi;, 'bearer', fr. 9ep£iv, 'to

bear'. See -phore.

cuarenta, n., a silver coin of Cuba. — Sp., 'forty',

fr. L. quadrdgintd. See quadragenarian and cp.

quarantine.

cub, n., the young of the fox, bear, wolf, lion,

tiger etc. — Of uncertain origin; perhaps reL

to ON. and Icelandic kobbi, Norw. kobbe, 'seal'.

which is prob. so called from its heavy and
clumsy form, to Norw. kubbe, kub, 'stump,

block', and to E. cob, 'heap, lump', and further to

Norw. kop, 'cup', earUer Dan. kop, 'head', Dan.

kop, 'cup', OHG. chuph, kopf, 'cup', MHG. kopf,

'drinking vessel; head', G. Kopf, 'head'. See cup.

Derivatives: cub, tr. and intr. v., to bring forth

cubs, cubb-ing, n., cubb-ish, adj., cubb-ish-ly,

adv., cubb-ish-ness, n., cub-hood, n.

cub, n., a stall, shed. — MDu. cubbe (Du. kub,

kubbe), 'stall, shed', reL to cove (q.v.) See also

cubby.

cubage, n., cubic content. — See cube and -age.

cubature, n., cubic content. — F., irregularly

formed fr. L. cubus, 'cube', on analogy of qua-

drature. See cube and -ure.

cubby, n., a small space. — Derived fr. cub,

'stall, shed'.

cube, n. — F., fr. L. cubus, fr. Gk. xu^o;, 'cube,

cubical die', prob. of Sem. origin. Cp. Arab.

ka'b, 'cube', and see Kaaba. The u in Gk. xi!>|io;

is equivalent to Sem. ayin (represented by the

sign '). See W. Muss-Arnolt in Transactions of

the American Philological Association, p. 147.

Gk. xiipog in the sense 'hollow above the hip',

is not related to xu^oc;, 'cube'.

Derivatives: cube, tr. v., cub-er, n., cubic (q.v.)

cubeb, n., a small aromatic berry used in medi-

cine. — F. cubibe, fr. ML. cubeba, fr. VArab.

kubdba, corresponding to Arab., kabdba'', of

s.m.

cubelet, n., a Uttle cube. — A double dimin.

formed fr. cube with the suffixes -el and -et.

cubic, adj. — F. cubique, fr. L. cubicus, fr. Gk.

xupixdi;, fr. xiipo?, 'cube'. See cube and -ic.

Derivatives: cubic, n., cubic-al, adj., cubic-al-ly,

cubic-ly, advs.

cubicle, n., i) a small sleeping room; 2) any small

room. — L. cubiculum, 'an apartment for re-

clining or resting', for cubi-clom, lit. 'a place for

reclining', formed from the stem of cuhdre, 'to

lie down, recline', with -clom, a suff. denoting

place. L. cubdre derives fr. l.-E. base *qeu-b-,

'to bend, curve, arch', whence also L. cubitum,

'elbow', Gk. xupo?, 'hollow above the hip of

cattle' (but x'jpo; in the sense of 'cube, die',

is a Semitic loan word), Goth, hups, OE. hype,

'hip'. See hip and cp. accumbent, concubine, cou-

vade, covey, cubit, incubate, incubus, incumbent,

procumbent, recumbent, succubus, succumb. Cp.

also coomb, 'a deep valley'. Base *qeub- is a

-/>-enlargement of base *qeu-, 'to bend', curve,

arch', whence — with reduplication — L. ca-

cumen (prob. fr. orig. *kakud), 'top, summit'.

See high and cp. cacuminal. For a -p-enlargement

of this base see cup and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

cubiculum, n., a cubicle. — L. See cubicle.

cubiform, adj., having the form of a cube. —
Compounded of L. cubus, 'cube', and forma,

'form, shape'. See cube and form, n.

cubism, n., a school of modem art characterized
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by the use of cubes and other geometric solids.

— F. cubisme, fr. cube, 'cube'; see cube and
-ism. The word cubisme was coined by the

French art critic Louis Vauxcelles on the basis

of a remark made by the French painter Henri

Matisse (1869-1954) before a landscape ex-

hibited by Georges Braque (1882-1963) in the

Autumn Salon of 1908. On that occasion Ma-
tisse spoke of the 'small cubes' {petits cubes)

characterizing the painting of Braque. This re-

mark induced Vauxcelles to form the word
cubisme.

cubist, n., an adherent of cubism. — F. cubiste,

fr. cube, 'cube'. See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: cubist, adj.

cubit, n. — L. cubitum (also cubitus), 'elbow', fr.

I.-E. base *qeu-b-, 'to bend, curve', whence also

cubdre, 'to lie down'. See cubicle and cp. cubitus.

Cp. also codille.

cubital, adj., pertaining to the cubitus or cubit.—
L. cubitdlis, fr. cubitum (cubitus). See cubit and

adj. suff. -al.

cubitus, n., the ulna (anat.) — L. 'elbow'. See

cubit.

cuboid, adj., resembling a cube in shape. — Gk.
xupoeiSyji;, 'like a cube, cubical', compounded
of xii^ot;, 'cube', and -ostSrit;, 'like', fr. eTSo?,

'form, shape'. See cube and -oid.

Derivative: cuboid, n.

cuckold, n., the husband of an unfaithful wife. —
ME. cocold, kokewold, kokeweld, fr. OF. cucu-

ault, 'cuckold', a hybrid coined fr. OF. cocu

(whence F. coucou), 'cuckoo', and -ault, -alt,

a suff. of Teut. origin. See next word. OF. cocu

unites the senses of 'cuckoo' and 'cuckold'. The
sense development of OF. cocu, cucuault, 'finds

its explanation in the fact that the female of the

cuckoo never remains with the same male for

a longer time. Modern French distinguishes be-

tween coucou, 'cuckoo', and cocu, 'cuckold'.

Derivatives: cuckold, tr. v., cuckold-ry, n.

cuckoo, n. — F. coucou, fr. OF. cocu, a word
imitative of the bird's cry. Cp. Gk. x6xxi)5, L.

cucdlus, 'cuckoo', OI. kokildh, 'the Indian cuck-

oo', kdkah,'g,ooit\ Mir. cUach, W. cog, 'cuckoo',

which all are of imitative origin. Cp. cuckold,

coccyx, koel. Cp. also cock.

cucuUform, adj., resembling, or pertaining to,

the cuckoos. — Compounded of L. cucHlus,

'cuckoo', and forma, 'form, shape'. See cuckoo

and form, n,

cucuUaris, n., the trapezius muscle (anat.) —
Medical L. cucuttdris, lit. 'resembling a cap', fr.

L. cucuHus, 'cap, hood'. See cowl and cp.

next word.

cucuUate, cucuUated, adj., hooded; hood-shaped

(bot. and zool) — Late L. cuculldtus, 'hooded',

pp. of cuculldre, 'to cover with a hood', fr. L.

cucullus, 'cap, hood'. See cowl and cp. prec.

word.

Derivative: cucuHate-ly, adv.

cuculUform, adj., hood-shaped. — Compounded

of L. cucullus, 'cap, hood', and forma, 'form,

shape'. See cowl and form, n.

cuculoid, adj., resembling, or pertaining, to the

cuckoos. — A hybrid coined fr. L. cucHlus,

'cuckoo', and Gk. -ostSyji;, 'like', fr. alSoi;,

'form, shape'. See cuckoo and -oid. The correct

form is cucuUform, in which both elements are

of Latin origin.

cucumber, n. — ME. cucumer, fr. OF. cocombre,

cucombre (F. concombre), fr. OProven?. cogom-

bre, fr. L. cucumerem, ace. of cucumis, 'cucum-

ber', fr. Gk. xuxuoc, assimilated fr. aixuo;,

'cucumber', a collateral form of (jixiiv), of s.m.,

which was prob. formed through metathesis fr.

Heb. qishshd'd'^, 'cucumber'. See Sicyos and
cp. It. cocomero, Sp. cohombro. Port, cogombro,

which also derive fr. L. cucumerem. Cp. also

Cucumis.

cucumiform, adj., having the form of a cucum-
ber. — Compounded of L. cucumis, 'cucumber',

and forma, 'form, shape'. See cucumber and
form, n.

Cucumis, n., a genus of plants of the cucumber
family (bot.) — L., 'cucumber'. See cucumber.

cucivbit, n., i) a gourd ; 2) a gourd-shaped flask.—
F. cucurbite, fr. L. cucurbiia, 'a gourd', which

is cogn. with OI. carbha(ah, 'gourd'. The re-

duplication in L. cu-cur-bita is prob. due to the

influence of L. cu-cu-mis, 'cucumber'. Cp. Rum.
cucurbetd, OProven?. cogorda, OF. coorde

(whence F. courge and gourde), 'gourd, pump-
kin', OE. cyrfet, OHG. kurbis, MHG. kurbi:^,

G. Kiirbis), 'gourd', which all derive from L. cu-

curbiia. Cp. gourd.

Cucurbita, n., a genus of vines (bot.) — L.,

'gourd'. See prec. word.

Cucurbitaceae, n. pi., a family of vines (hot.) —
Formed fr. Cucurbita with suff. -aceae.

cucurbitaceous, adj .— See prec. word and -aceous.

cud, n.— ME., fr. OE. cwidu, cudu, 'mastic, cud',

rel. to ME. code, 'pitch', ON. kvdda, 'resin',

OHG. quiti, kuti, 'glue' (whence MHG. kiite,

kiit, G. Kitt, 'putty'), and cogn. with OV.jdtu-,

lac, gum', and with L. bitQmen (an Osco-

Umbrian dial, word; the genuine Latin form

would have been *vetumen, fr. "gwetdmen),

'mineral pitch'. All these words are derivatives

of I.-E. *gwet-, *geut-, *gut-, dental enlargements

of base *geu-, 'to bend, curve, arch'. See cove,

'a small bay', and cp. quid for chewing. Cp. also

bitumen, bowel, guttural.

cudbear, n., a dye made from lichens. — Coined

from the name of Cuthbert Gordon (in 1766)

who patented this dye.

cuddle, tr. and intr. v. — Prob. formed fr. dial.

cull, coll, 'to hug, embrace', fr. ME. cotlen, fr.

OF. coler, 'to embrace', fr. col, 'neck', fr. L. col-

lum. See collar.

Derivatives: cuddle, n., cuddle-some, cuddl-y,

adjs.

cuddy, n., a donkey. — From the Scot, name
Cuddy, dimin. of Cuthbert.



cuddy

cuddy, n., a cabin in a ship. — Du. kajuit, fr. F.

cahute, 'cabin', which is a blend of cabane, 'hut,

shanty, cabin', and hutte, 'hut'. Cp. G. Kajiite,

Dan. kahyt, Swed. kajuta, 'cabin', which all are

borrowed fr. F. cahute, and see cabin and hut.

cudgel, n. — ME. kuggel, fr. OE. cycgel, rel. to

MDu. koghele, 'club with a round end', Du.

kogel, MHG. kugele, kugel, G. Kugel, 'ball,

globe', OHG. coccho, 'rounded ship', MHG.
kiule, kale, G. Keule, 'club with a round end',

Swed. kugge, Norw. kug, 'cog', and cogn. with

Lith. guga, 'pommel of a saddle, hump, hillock',

gaugaras, 'summit', Russ. guglja, 'tumor, swell-

ing'. Cp. cog, 'tooth on a wheel'.

Derivatives : cudgel, tr. v., cudgel(l)-er, n.

cue, n., tail; billiard rod. — F. queue, 'tail', fr.

L. coda, of s.m. See caudal and words there

referred to and cp. esp. queue,

cue, n., direction for an actor's appearance. —
Prob. name of the letter q, used as the abbrevia-

tion of L. quandd,'when (the actor has to come

in)'.

cueist, n., a billiard player (slang). — A hybrid

coined fr. cue, 'tail; billiard rod', a word of

Latin origin, and suff. -ist (fr. Gk. -ta-rr)?).

cuesta, n., a hill, slope (Southwestern U.S.A.)—
Sp., fr. L. casta, 'rib, side'. See coast,

cuff, n., the lower part of the sleeve. — ME. cuffe,

coffe, 'glove, mitten', of uncertain origin; not

related to coif.

Derivatives : cuff, tr. v., to put cuffs on, cuff-er, n.

cuff, tr. v., to strike. — ME., prob. fr. ME. cuffe,

'glove', and orig. meaning 'to strike with a

glove'. See cuff, n.

cuirass, n., armor protecting the breast and back,

— F. cuirasse, orig. 'a leather breastplate', fr.

cuir, 'hide, leather', fr. L. corium. Cp. It. coraz-

za, OProven?. coirassa, cuirassa, Sp. coraza.

Port, courafa, 'cuirass', and see corium.

Derivatives: cuirass, tr. v., ciiirass-ed, adj.

cuirassier, n., a soldier wearing a cuirass. — F.,

formed with suff. -ier fr. cuirasse. See prec. word.

cuisine, n., the kitchen; style of cooking. — F.,

'kitchen', fr. Late L. cocina, a var. of coquina,

'kitchen', fr. coquere, 'to cook'. See cook and

cp. Ititchen.

cuisse, cuish, n.. usually in the pi., armor for pro-

tecting the thigh. — ME. cuissues, fr. OF. cuis-

seaux, pi. of cuissel, fr. cuisse, 'thigh', fr. L.

coxa, 'hip', whence also It. coscia, 'thigh', Rum.

coapsa, 'hip, thigh', OProven?. coissa, cueisa,

'thigh', Catal. cuxa, OSp., Port, coxa, of s.m.

See coxa and cp. cushion,

-cula, L. fern, dimin. suflf.. corresponding to

masc. -cuius, neut. -culum. — See -cule.

cul-de-sac, n., a blind alley. — F., lit. 'bottom

of a bag'. For the etymology of F. cut see culet.

F. de, 'of, from", derives fr. L. de, 'from, away

from' ; see de-. For the origin of F. sac see sac.

-cule, dimin. subst. suff. — F. -cule, fr. L. -cuius

(masc.), -cula (fern.), or -culum (neut.) Cp. -cle.

culet, n., i) the facet forming the bottom of a
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brilliant; 2) armor covering the hinder part of

the body.— F., dimin. of cul, 'backside, poste-

rior, bottom', fr. L. cuius, 'posterior, fundament',

which is cogn. with Olr. cul, W. cil, 'back'. Cp.

culot, culotte, bascule, recoil and the first ele-

ment in cul-de-sac. For the ending see suff. -et.

Culex, n., a genus of mosquitoes. — L. culex,

'gnat', cogn. with Olr. cuil (for *ku-li) 'gnat',

W. cylionen, 'gnat, fly', Co. kellonen, 'fly' and

prob. also with OI. sula-, 'spear, spit'. These

words possibly derive fr. I.-E. *kul-, enlargement

of base *ku-, 'pointed', whence also L. cuneus,

'wedge'. See coin,

culici-, combining form meaning 'gnat'. — L.,

stem of culex, gen. culicis, 'gnat'. See Culex.

Culicidae, n. pi., a family of insects, the mos-

quitoes (entomol.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-idae fr. L. culex, gen. culicis, 'gnat'. See Culex.

culinary, adj., pertaining to the kitchen; fit for

cooking — L. culindrius, 'pertaining to the kit-

chen', fr. culitia, 'kitchen', which is rel. to co-

quere, 'to cook'. For the suff. -ina in culina cp.

Late L. coquina, 'kitchen', dial, h.popina, 'cook-

shop, eating-house'. See cook and adj. suff. -ary

and cp. cuisine. Cp. also kiln,

cull, tr. v., to select. — ME. cullen, fr. OF. cuillir,

coillir (F. cueillir), 'to collect, gather, pluck', fr.

L. colUgere, 'to collect'. See collect and cp. coil,

'to wind'.

Derivatives: cull, n., cull-age, n., cull-er, n.,

cuU-ing, n.

cullender, n. — A var. of colander,

cullet, n., broken or refuse glass. — F. collet, 'a

little neck' (see collet); so called in allusion to

the small pieces of glass at the neck of the bottle

detached in blowing the glass.

cuUion, n., a base fellow. — The original meaning

is 'testicle', fr. couillon, 'testicle; base fellow',

fr. VL. *colednem, ace. of *cdled, fr. L. coleus,

'testicles', lit. 'straining bag', which prob. de-

rives fr. colum, 'strainer, colander', and lit.

means 'that which pertains to the strainer'. See

colander and cp. cullis.

cullis, n., a strong broth of meat. — OF. colds,

coulels (F. coulis), fr. VL. 'colaticius, 'that which

pertains to straining', fr. L. colore, 'to strain'.

See colander and cp. coulisse, cullion.

cully, n., a dupe. — Perhaps abbreviation of

cullion.

culm, n., stalk, stem. — L. culmus, 'stalk, stem',

cogn. with Gk. xiXaaoi;, xaXiuvj, 'reed', OSlav.

slama, Russ. soloma, 'straw', OPruss. salme,

Lett, salms, 'blade of straw'. Cp. calamary,

Calumet, chalumeau, haulm, shawm,

culm, n.. coal dust. — ME. colme, perhaps rel. to

col, 'coal'. See coal.

Derivative: culm-y, adj.

culminant, adj., culminating. — L. culmindns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of culmindre. See next

word and -ant. .

culminate, intr. v., to reach the highest point. —
Late L. culminatus, pp. of culmindre, 'to top, to
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crown', fr. L. culmen, gen. culminis, contracted

form of columen, gen. columinis, 'the top of an

object, summit', which is rel. to columna, 'pillar,

column'. See column and verbal suff. -ate and
cp. hill.

Derivative: culminat-ion, n.

culot, n., a small sheet iron cup inserted into the

base of projectiles. — F., 'bottom of lamps or

crucibles, metal end of crucibles', dimin. of cul,

'bottom'. See culet and cp. next word.

culotte, n., breeches. — F., fr. cul, 'bottom'. See

culet and cp. prec. word. Cp. also sansculotte.

culottic, adj., wearing breeches. — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. F. culotte, 'breeches'. See prec. word.

culpability, n. — Late L. culpdbilitds, 'guilt, cul-

pability', fr. L. culpdbilis. See next word and -ity.

culpable, adj. — ME. culpable, coupable, fr. OF.
culpable, coupable (F. coupable), fr. L. culpd-

bilis, 'worthy of blame, culpable', fr. culpa,

'blame, fault', which is rel. to Oscan kulupu,

of s.m. It is possible that the original meaning

of L. culpa was 'blow', in which case it is quite

probably cogn. with Gk. y.akn.tfoz (whence L.

colaphus), 'a blow with the fist, a box on the

ear', fr. I.-E. base *qold-, 'to strike, hew'. See

coup, and -able and cp. culprit and disculpate,

exculpate, inculpate.

Derivatives: culpable-ness, n., culpabl-y, adv.

culprit, n. — The first element is shortened fr.

culpable, the second is identical with AF. prist,

prit, fr. OF. prest (F. pret), 'ready', fr. VL. praes-

tus, fr. L. adv. praestd, 'at hand, ready, present*.

See culpable and presto. The word culprit arose

from the abbreviation culpable: prest (or prist),

which is the shortening of culpable: prest d'a-

verrer ('he is guilty. I am ready to prove it'),

words with which the clerk of the court expres-

sed his readiness to prove the guilt of the

accused.

cult, n. — F. culte, fr. L. cultus, 'care, cultivation,

culture', fr. cultus, pp. of colere, 'to till (the

ground), cultivate, dwell, inhabit'. See colony.

cultivable, adj. — F., fr. cultiver, 'to cultivate'.

See next word and -able.

Derivatives: cultivabil-ity, n., cultivabl-y, adv.

cultivate, tr. v. — ML. cultlvdtus, pp. of cultivdre,

fr. cultivus, 'fit for tilling (the ground)', fr. L.

cultus, pp. of colere. See cult, -ive and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: cultivat-ed, adj., cultivat-ion, n.,

cultivat-or, n.

cultrate, adj., shaped like a pruning knife. — L.

cultrdtus, 'knife-shaped', fr. culler, gen. cultrl,

'plowshare, knife'. See colter and adj. suff. -ate.

cultriform, adj., cultrate. — Compounded of L.

culter, gen. cultrl, 'plowshare, knife', and forma,
'form, shape'. See colter and form, n.

culture, n. — F., fr. L. cultura, 'a cultivating, cul-

ture, agriculture', fr. cultus, pp. of colere. See

cult and -ure and cp. agriculture, floriculture,

horticulture. Cp. also kultur, Kulturkampf.

Derivatives: cultur-al, cidtur-ed, adjs.

cummerbund

•culum, L. neut. dimin. suff., corresponding to

masc. -cuius, fem. -cula. — See next word.
-cuius, L. masc. dimin. suff. — See -cule.

culver, n., a dove, a pigeon.— ME. culver, colver,

fr. OE. culfre, fr. VL. *columbra, contraction of

columbula, dimin. of columba, 'dove'. See

columbine.

culverin, n., a kind of heavy cannon. — F. coule-

vrine, lit. 'adderlike', fr. couleuvre, 'adder', fr.

VL. *colobra, corresponding to L. colubra, 'a

female snake, a snake' ; so called in allusion to

the very long and thin form of this kind of can-

non. For the etymology of L. colubra see cobra

and cp. colubrine.

culvert, n., a drain crossing, a conduit. — Of un-

certain origin.

Derivative: culvert, tr. v.

cum, prep., with, together with. — L. See com-

and cp. the second word in vade mecum.
cumber, tr. v. — ME. combren, fr. OF. combrer,

'to hinder', fr. VL. combrus, 'barrier, bank of

earth, ruins', fr. Gallo-Latin *comboros, whence
also MHG. kumber, 'ruins, rubbish', and G.
Kummer, 'grief, lit. 'that which weighs heavily

upon somebody'. Gallo-Latin *comboros lit.

means 'that which is carried together', and is

formed fr. com- and I.-E. base *bher-, 'to carry',

whence also Gk. <p£p£iv, L. ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See bear, 'to carry', and cp. encumber.

Derivatives: cumber, n., cumber-er, n., cumber-

some, adj., cumber-some-ly, adv., cumber-some-

ness, n., cumbr-ous, adj., cumbrous-ly, adv., cum-

brous-ness, n.

cumbly, also cumly, n., a woolen blanket (Indie).

— Hind, kamll, fr. OI. kambaldh, 'woolen

blanket', which prob. stands for *ka-mbal-d

and is rel. to Austroasiatic bal, 'hair'. See Man-
fred Mayrhofer, A Concise Etymological Sans-

krit Dictionary, I, 161.

cumin, ako cummin, n. — ME. cumin, comin, fr.

OE. cymen, cymyn, fr. L. cuminum, fr. Gk. xu-

jiTvov, which is of Semitic origin. Cp. Heb.

kammSn, of s.m., Aram, kammdnd, Syr. kam-

muni, Ugar. kmn, Akkad. AramwnM, Punic xa^"^'
'cumin'. Cp. also cymene, kttmmel. — Kufilvov

entered into Mycenaean Greek as early as the

15th century. See Michael Ventris and John

Chadwick, Documents in Mycenaean Greek

(Cambridge UniversityPress), Index, s.v. Semitic

Loanwords. Cp. the words chiton, chrysalis,

sesam.

cummer, n., a woman companion (Scot.) — F.

commire, 'godmother', fr. Eccles. L. commdter,

lit. 'a joint mother', fr. co- and L. mdter,

'mother'. See mater, mother and cp. godmother,

the English equivalent of F. commere. Cp. also

It. comare, OProveng. comaire, Catal. comare,

Sp., Port, comadre, 'godmother'.

cummerbund, n., waistband (Anglo-Ind.)— Hind.-

Pers. kamar-band, fr. Pers. kamar, 'waist, loins',

and band, 'band, bandage'. See bind and cp.

band.



cumquat

cumquat, n. — A var. spelling of kumquat.

cumshaw, n., present, tip.— Amoy pronunciation

ot' Chin, kan hsieh, 'grateful thanks'.

cumulate, tr. and intr. v., to accumulate. — L.

cumulatm, pp. of cumulare, 'to heap'. See cu-

mulus and verbal suff. -ate and cp. accumulate.

Derivatives: cumulat-ed, adj., cumulat-ion, n.,

cumulat-ive, adj., cumulat-ive-ly, adv., cumulat-

ive-ness, n.

cumulo-, combining form meaning 'a heap'. —
Fr. L. cumulus. See next word.

cumulus, n., i) a heap; 2) rounded mass of cloud

with a flat base. — L., 'a heap', prob. standing

for *ku-me-los, 'a swelling', and derived fr.

I.-E. base *l(ew(e)-, *ku-, 'to swell', whence also

Gk. Kuelv, xuEiv, 'to become or be pregnant',

xO[xa, 'a wave', lit. 'something swelling', xoTXo?,

L. cavus, 'hollow'. See cave, n., and cp. words

there referred to. For the formation of cumulus

cp. L. tumulus, 'a raised heap of earth'.

cunabula, n., a cradle. — L. cundbula (pi.), dimin.

formed fr. curiae, 'cradle'. See incunabula.

cunctation, n., delay. — L. cunctdtio, gen. -onis,

fr. cunctdtus, pp. of cunctdrl, 'to delay', fr.

I.-E. base *kenq-, *konq-, 'to waver', whence

also Goth, hdhan, OE. hon, 'to hang'. See

hang and -ation.

cunctator, n., a delayer. — L. cunctdtor, fr. cunc-

tdtus, pp. of cunctdri. See prec. word and agen-

tial suff. -or.

cuneal, adj., wedge-shaped. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. cuneus, 'wedge'. See coin.

cuneate, adj., wedge-shaped. — L. cunedtus, pp.

of cunedre, 'to furnish with wedges, drive into

a wedge', fr. cuneus, 'wedge'. See coin and adj.

suff. -ate.

cuneiform, adj. — Lit. 'wedge-shaped', com-

pounded of L. cuneus, 'wedge', and forma,

'form, shape'. See coin and form, n. The name
cuneiform was first applied to the characters of

the ancient inscriptions of Assyria and Persia

by the explorer Engelbert Kampfer (i 651- 171 6).

Derivative: cuneiform, n.

cuniculus, n., an underground passage. — L.,

'rabbit, rabbit burrowing, underground pas-

sage, hole, pit, cavity'. See cony and -cuius.

Cunila, n., a genus of plants of the mint family

(bat) — L. cunila, 'name of a plant, a species

of origanum', fr. Gk. xovfXy], which is of un-

certain origin. OE. cunele, 'thyme', OS. que-

nela, Du. kwendel, OHG. chonela, quenela (G.

Quendel), of s.m., are Latin loan words.

cunner, n., either of two fishes of the family of

wrasses. — Of uncertain origin.

cunning, adj. — ME., 'knowing', pres. part, of

cunnen, 'to know'. See the verbs con and can

and cp. canny, uncouth.

Derivatives: cunning-ly, adv., cunning-ness, n.

cunning, n. — ME. cunning, conning, 'skill, know-
ledge', fr. cunnen, 'to know'. See cunning, adj.

cup, n. — ME., fr. OE. cuppe, rel. to MLG. kopp,

OHG. chuph, kopf, 'cup', chupfa, 'cap', MHG.

kopf, 'drinking vessel; skull', G. Kopf, 'head',

Norw. kop, 'cup', earlier Dan. kop, 'head', Dan.

kop, 'cup', fr. Late L. cuppa, 'cup' (whence also

It. coppa, OProven?., Catal., Sp., Port, copa,

F. coupe, 'cup', OProvenQ. cop, cobs, 'skull',

OF. cope, 'summit', Sp., Port, copo, 'flax put

on the distaff for spinning, flock of wool'). Late

L. cuppa derives fr. L. ciipa, 'tub, cask, tun,

vat', which is cogn. with OI. kttpafi, 'hollow,

pit, cave', Gk. xutty], 'a kind of ship', xuttsXXov,

'cup', OE. hyf 'hive', ON. hafr, 'the hull of a

ship', Lith. kuopa, 'heap', kupstas, 'hill', OSlav.

kupii, Lith. kaupas, OE. heap, 'heap', OHG.
hubil, OS. huvil, 'hill'. All these words derive

fr. I.-E. base *qeu-p-, 'to bend, arch, vault', -p-

enlargement of base *qeu-, 'to bend'. Cp. coop,

cop, 'top', cowl, 'tub', cupel, cupola, cupula,

cupule. Cp. also cub, 'the young of an animal'.

Cp. also heap, hive, keeve. For the sense develop-

ment of the above mentioned Teut. words cp. F.

tete, 'head', fr. L. testa, 'potsherd' (see tester,

'canopy'). For the derivatives of base *qeu-b-,

a -6-enlargement of base *qeu-, 'to bend', see

cubicle and cp. words there referred to. From

base *qeu-bh-, a collateral form of base *qeu-b-,

derive OI. kubhrd(i, 'humpbacked', Gk. xOtpo?,

'hump', XU961;, 'bent, curved, crooked', xutpeXXa

(pi.), 'the hollows of the ears'. Cp. cyphella,

cypho-, cypsela. For derivatives of I.-E. base

*geu-p-, a collateral form of base *qeu-p-, see

cove and words there referred to.

Derivatives: cup, tr. and intr. v., cupp-er, n.,

cupp-ing, n., cupp-y, adj.

cupboard, n. — Orig. 'a board for holding cups'.

cupel, n., a vessel used in assaying metals. — F.

coupelte, fr. ML. cQpella, dimin. of L. ciipa,

'tub, cask, vat'. See cup and cp. cupola.

Derivative: cupell-ation, n.

Cupid, n., the god of love in Roman mythology.

— L. Cupido, personification of cupidd, 'desire,

love', fr. cupidus, 'longing, desirous, eager', fr.

cupio, cupere, 'to desire', which is prob. cogn.

whh 01. kiipyati, 'bubblesup, becomes agitated',

OSlav. kyplJQ, kypeti, 'to boil', Lith. kapu, kupeti,

'to boil over', Lett, kupu, kHpet, 'to smoke,

steam', Lith. kvepiu, kvepti, 'to breathe, exhale

fragrance', kupuoti, 'to breathe with difficulty',

Gk. xaTTvos; (for xfaitvo;), 'smoke, vapor',

Goth, af-hapjan, 'to put out, extinguish', af-

fvapnan, 'to go out, be extinguished'. Cp. concu-

piscence, covet. Cp. also acapnia. Cp. also vapor.

cupidity, n. — F. cupidite, fr. L. cupiditdtem, ace.

of cupiditds, desire, longing', fr. cupidus. See

Cupid and -ity.

cupola, n., a small dome.— It., fr. Late L. cupula,

'a httle tub', dimin. of L. cupa. See cup and

cp. cupel,

cupreous, adj., containing, or resembling, copper.

— Late L. cupreus, 'of cupper', fr. cuprum. See

copper. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

cupric, adj., containing copper as a bivalent ele--

3S5 curtew

ment {chem.) — Late L. cupricus, 'of copper',

fr. cuprum. See copper and -ic.

cupriferous, adj., containing copper {chem.} —
Compounded of Late L. cuprum, 'copper', and

the stem of L. ferd, ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See

copper and -ferous.

cuprite, n., a red oxide of copper (mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Late L. cuprum,

'copper'. See copper,

cuprous, adj., containing copper as a imivalent

element (chem.) — Formed with suff. -ous fr.

Late L. cuprum, 'copper'. See copper,

cupula, n., a cupule {anat.) — Medical L., fr. L.

cupula, 'a little tub or cask', dimin. of ciipa,

'tub'. See cupule.

Derivatives : cupul-ar, cupul-ate, adjs.

cupule, n., a Uttle cupUke structure (bot. and

zool.) — L. cupula, 'a Uttle tub or cask', dimin.

of cUpa, 'tub, cask, vat'. See cup and -ule and

cp. cupel, cupola,

cur, n.,— ME. curre, fr. earUer kurdogge, prob. fr.

MDu. corre, 'a house dog', Ut. 'the grumbling

animal', and rel. to ON. kurra, 'to grumble,

murmur' ; prob. of imitative origin.

Derivatives: curr-ish, adj., curr-ish-ly, adv.,

curr-ish-ness, n.

curable, adj. — ME., fr. Late L. cdrdbilis, fr. L.

cdrdre, 'to care for'. See cure, v., and -able.

Derivatives: curabil-ity, n., curable-ness, n.,

curabl-y, adv.

Curasao, curafoa, n., a liqueur made from the

dried peel of the Curasao orange. — Named
from Curasao, an island in the Caribbean Sea.

Cp. curassow.

curacy, n. — Formed fr. curate with suff. -cy.

curare, curari, n., a blackish resinous substance

used by the Indians as arrow poison. — Fr.

Tupi urari, lit. 'he to whom it comes falls'. Cp.

ourali, woorali.

curarine,curarin, n., an alkaloid obtained from cu-

rare, CiaH^NiO (chem.) — A hybrid coined

fr. curare and chera. suff. -ine, -in, which is of

Latin origin.

curarize, tr. v., to poison with curare.—A hybrid

coined fr. curare and -ize, a suff. ofGreek origin.

curassow, n., large crested bird. — Phonetic

spelling of Curafao; so called, fr. Curagao is-

land, its place of origin. Cp. curafao.

curate, n., a clergyman who assists a rector or

vicar. — ML. cdrdtus, Ut. 'one who is charged

with the care of the souls', fr. L. cdra, 'care'.

See cure, n., and adj. suff. -ate.

curative, adj. — F. curatififem. curative), formed

with suff. -ive fr. L. cUrdtus, pp. of cUrdre, 'to

care for'. See cure, v., and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: curative-ly, adv., curative-ness, n.

curator, n.— Formed (partly through the medium

of AF. curatour, equivalent to F. curatew) fr.

L. cdrdtor, 'manager, overseer, superintendent',

lit. one who has the care oV, fr. curdtus, pp. of

cUrdre. See curate and agential suff. -or.

curb, n., i) a strap for restraining a horse; 2) a

restraint; 3) a stone or concrete edge of a side-

walk. — F. courbe, 'curve', from the adjective

courbe, 'curved, bent, crooked', fr. L. curvus.

See curve and cp. kerb.

Derivatives: curb, tr. v., curb-er, n., curb-ing, n.

curbstone, n. — See kerb, kerbstone.

Curculio, n., a genus of weevils (entomol.) — L.

curcUlid, 'a grain weevil', Ut. 'a winding, twist-

ing (beetle)', fr. I.-E. base *qer-, 'to turn, twist',

whence also L. curvus, 'bent, curved'. See curve.

Curcuma, n., a genus of plants of the ginger

family {bot.) — ModL., fr. Arab, kurkum, 'saf-

fron, curcuma'. See Crocus and cp. turmeric.

curcumin, n., the coloring substance of curcuma

root (CiiHjoOe) (chem.) — Formed fr. prec.

word with chem. suff. -in.

curd, n. — ME. curd, metathesized fr. ME. crud,

fr. OE. crudan, 'to crowd, press together'. See

crowd, 'to press', and cp. curdle. For the meta-

thesis of ME. crud to curd cp. curl. For sense

development cp. L. codgulum, 'curd', fr. *co-

agere, cd-gere, 'to drive or press together' (see

coagulate).

Derivatives: curd, tr. and intr. v., curd-y, adj.,

curd-i-ness, n.

curdle, intr. and tr. v. — Formed from the verb

curd (see prec. word) with freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives: curdl-er, n., curdl-y, adj.

cure, n., care.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) cure, 'care',

fr. L. cUra, 'care, solicitude, concern', fr. OL.

coira, which is of uncertain origin. Cp. curate,

curative, cure, curette, curious, accurate, assure,

manicure, pedicure, pococurante, proctor, pro-

cure, scour, 'to clean', secure, sinecure, sure,

KursaaL

Derivative: cure-less, adj.

cure, tr. and intr. v. — OF. curer, 'to take care

of, to heal' (whence F. curer, 'to cleanse)', fr.

L. cUrdre, 'to care for, take care of, heal', fr.

cUra. See prec. word.

Derivative: cur-er, n.

cure, n., a strange, queer person (slang). — Ab-

breviation of curious. Cp. curio.

cure, n., a parish priest. — F., fr. ML. curdtus,

whence also E. curate (q.v.)

Curetes, n. pi., divinities worshiped on the island

of Crete (Greek mythol.) — L. Curetes, fr. Gk.

Koup^Tc?, pi. of Kouprjc, lit. meaning 'youthful',

and rel. to xopo?, 'child, youth'. See Cora and

cp. words there referred to.

Curetonian Syriac, name of an ancient version

of the Gospels in Syriac. — So called from Wil-

Uam Cureton, who published it in London

in 1858.

curette, n., name of a surgical instrument. — F.,

fr. curer, 'to cleanse'. See cure, v., and -ette.

Derivative : curette, tr. v.

curfew, n., evening signal. — ME. courfew, cor-

few, fr. AF. caverfu, covrefeu, corresponding to

OF. covrefeu, lit. 'cover the fire', fr. covre, im-

per. of OF. covrir (F. couvrir), 'to cover', and

feu, fr. L. focus, 'hearth, fireside', in Late L..



also 'fire'. See cover and focus and cp. the first

element in kerchief,

curia, n., i) the Roman senate; 2) a court; 3) the

papal court. — L. ciiria, 'one of the thirty parts,

into which the Roman people was divided (ten

for each of the three tribes); the senate house;

the senate', in ML., 'court', prob. for *co-"'iria,

hence literally meaning 'community of men', fr.

CO- and vir, 'men'. See virile and cp. Quirites,cry.

curial, adj., pertaining to a curia. — L. curidlis,

'pertaining to a curia', fr. curia. See curia and
adj. sufF. -al.

curie, n., the unit of radioactivity (physical chem.)

— Called after Mme Marie Curie (1867-1934),

discoverer (with her husband Pierre Curie, 1859-

1906) of radium.

curio, n. — Abbreviation of curiosity.

curiologic, adj., pertaining to that form of hiero-

glyphics in which objects are represented by

pictures (not by symbols, as in symbolic hiero-

glyphics). — Gk. xOpioXoyixo?, 'speaking liter-

ally', fr. xupioXoyia, 'use of hteral expressions',

fr. Kupio?, 'lord, master' and -Xoyia, fr. -X^YOi;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See church and

-logy. Curiologic is an inexact transliteration

of Gk. xOpioXoyixo?. The correct spelling should

be cyriologic.

curiosity, n. — ME. curiosite, fr. OF. curiosete,

curiosite (F. curiosite), fr. L. cQriositdtem, ace.

of curiositds, 'desire of knowledge, curiosity',

fr. cdriosus. See curious and -ity.

curious, adj. — ME., fr. OF. curios, curius (F.

curieux), fr. L. curiosus, 'careful, diligent,

thoughtful, inquisitive, curious', fr. cQra. See

cure, 'care', and -ous.

Derivatives: curious-ly, adv., curious-ness, n.

curite, n., a radioactive mineral. — Named after

the French chemist Pierre Curie (1859- 1906).

For the ending see subst. sufF. -ite.

curium, n., name of a radioactive element (chem.)

— ModL; named in 1946 by its discoverer,

the American chemist Glenn Theodore Seaborg
(born in 19 12) in honor ofthe two Curies (Pierre

and his wife Marie), for their pioneering work
on radioactivity. Cp. ciu'ie and prec. word. For
the ending of curium see chem. suff. -ium.

curl, tr. and intr. v. — ME. curlen, metathesized

fr. ME. crullen, fr. crul, 'curly', which is rel. to

Norw. krull, Dan. kralle, E. Fris. krul, krulle,

MDu. crulle, crolle, crul, Du. krul, 'curl', Norw.
krulla, Dan. krslle, MDu. crullen, crollen, Du.
krullen, 'to curl', MHG. krol, 'curly', E. Fris.

krillen, 'to bend, twist'. Cp. cruller. For the

metathesis of ME. crullen to curlen cp. curd.

Derivatives: curl, n., curl-ed, adj., curl-ed-ly,

adv., curt-ed-ness, n., curl-er, n., curl-ing, n. and
adj., curl-y, curl-i-ness, n.

curlew, n., any of several kinds of wading birds.

— OF. corlieu, courlieu (F. courlis), of imitative

origin.

curmudgeon, n., a chiirlish, surly, ill-tempered
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person. — Of unknown origin.

Derivatives : curmudgeon-ish, curmudgeon-ly,

adjs.

curr, intr. v., to make a murmuring sound, to

purr. — Of imitative origin.

currach, curragh, n., a coracle. — Ir. currach,

'boat, little ship', rel. to Gael, curach, of s.m.,

W. corwgl, cwrwgl, 'coracle'. See coracle.

currant, n., 1) a small seedless raisin; 2) the acid

berry of certain species of Ribes. — AF. raysyns

of Corauntz = F. raisins de Corinthe, 'dried

grapes of Corinth', fr. L. Corinthus, fr. Gk.
Kopivi^oi;, 'Corinth', a city of Greece. Cp.
Corinthian.

currency, n. — ME. currentia, fr. L. currens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of currere, 'to run'. See cur-

rent, adj., and -cy.

current, adj. — ME. currant, fr. OF. corant, cu-

rant (F courant), pres. part, of corre, curre

(whence, with change of conjugation, F. courir),

'to run', fr. L. currere (pp. stem curs-um), 'to

run', which is cogn. with Gk. -Houpog (for *-xop-

(To?) in im-xo\)poQ, 'running to aid, an ally',

Olr., MW. carr, 'cart, waggon', Bret, karr,

'chariot', MW. carrawc, W. carrog, 'torrent'.

Cp. currency. Cp. also coranto, corral, corridor,

corsair, courant, courante, courier, course, cur-

ricle, curriculum, cursive, cursor, cursory, con-

course, concur, concurrant, decurrent, decursive,

discourse, discursive, excurrent, excursion, ex-

cursus, incur, intercourse, kraal, occur, occur-

ence, precursor, recourse, recur, succor, suc-

cursal. Cp. also car and words there referred to.

ON. hross, OE. hros, hors, 'horse', are prob. not

cogn. with L. currere, but derivatives of I.-E.

base *(s)qerd-, a -^/-enlargement of *(s)qer-, 'to

leap, jump' (sa. horse). Derivatives : current, n.

(q.v.), current-ly, adv., current-ness, n.

current, n. — ME. corant, fr. OF. corant, curant

(F. courant), pres. part, of curre, 'to run', used

as a noun. See current, adj.

curricle, n., a light two-wheeled carriage. — L.

curriculum, 'a running, a course; a chariot for

racing', fr. currere, 'to run'. See current, adj.,

and -cle and cp. curriculum.

Derivative: curricle, intr. v.

curricular, adj., i) pertaining to carriages; 2) per-

taining to the curriculum. — Formed with sufF.

-ar fr. L. curriculum. See next word.

curriculum, n., course of study. — L., 'a course'.

See curricle.

currier, n., 1) one who dresses leather; 2) one who
curries horses. — ME. corier, fr. OF. corier, fr.

L. coridrius, 'tanner, currier', fr. cerium, 'leath-

er; see corium. E. currier was influenced in form

by next word.

curry, tr. v., to dress leather. — ME. curreien, fr.

OF. carreer, correier, fr. earlier conreer, 'to pre-

pare, equip, furnish' (whence F. corroyer, 'to

curry leather'), fr. VL. *conreddre, a hybrid

coined fr. L. con-, 'with' (see con-) and Teut.

'raidjan, 'to place in order', whence Goth, gare-
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dan, 'to attend to, provide for', garaips, 'fixed,

appointed, ordained', OE. gerSde, rxde, 'ready,

mounted', ger^du, 'armor, trappings'. See

ready and cp. array.

curry, n., a kind of seasoned dish. — Tamil kari,

'sauce'.

Derivative: curry, tr. v., to flavor with curry.

curse, n. — OE. curs, of uncertain origin; per-

haps connected with Olr. cdrsagim, 'I repre-

hend'. Cp. accursed.

curse, tr. and intr. v. — OE. cursian, fr. curs. See

curse, n.

Derivatives: curs-ed, adj., curs-ed-ly, adv., curs-

ed-ness, n.

cursive, adj.— ML. cursivus, 'running', fr. L. curs-

(um), pp. stem of currere, 'to run'. See current,

adj., and -ive.

Derivatives: cursive-ly, adv., cursive-ness, n.

cursor, n., the sliding part of a mathematical in-

strument.— L., 'runner', fr. curs-(um), pp. stem

of currere. See prec. word and agential suff.

-or.

Cursores, n. pi., 1) an order of birds (ornithol.);

2) a group of spiders (zool.) — L., 'runners', pi.

of cursor. See prec. word.

cursory, adj., hastily or superficially done. —
Late L. cursorius, 'hasty', fr. L. curs-(um), pp.

stem of currere, 'to run'. See course and adj.

suff. -ory.

Derivatives: cursori-ly, adv., cursori-ness, n.

curt, adj., short, brief. — L. curtus, 'mutilated,

broken, short', rel. to cordus, 'late born', orig.

'stunted (in one's growth)', fr. L-E. base

*(s)qer-, 'to cut', whence also OHG. scurz, OE.

sceort, 'short'. See short and cp. curtail, curtal,

Curtana, curtate. OHG. (MHG., G.) kurz, OS.,

OFris. kurt, ON. kortr, Du. kort, 'short', are

borrowed fr. L. curtus.

Derivatives: curt-ly, adv., curt-ness, n.

u-tail, tr. v., to cut short. — Fr. curtal; influ-

enced in form by a folk-etymological association

with the noun tail.

Derivatives: curtail-ed, adj., curtail-er, n., cur-

tail-ment, n.

curtain, n. — ME. cortin, fr. OF. cortine, curtine,

'curtain' (whence F. courtine, 'fortified curtain'),

fr. Eccles. L. cortina, 'curtain', rendering of Heb.

yn'd* (Ex. 26:1 and passim) by the Vulgate.

Eccles. L. cortina derives fr. L. cohors, cars,

'court' (see court), and is prop, a loan translation

of Gk. txijXxia, 'curtain' (-^ the Septuagint ren-

dering of Heb. y^ri'd'', see above), fr. Gk. otuXr,,

'court, courtyard'.

Derivatives: curtain, tr. v., curtain-ing, n.

curtal, n., havmg the tail docked, curtailed (ob-

sol.) — OF. cortald, courtald (F. courtaud),

'docked, thick-set', a hybrid formed with the

Teut. suff'. -aid fr. L. curtus, 'short'. See curt

and cp. curtail. Cp. also It. cortaldo, which is

of the same origin and meaning as OF. cortald.

Curtana, n., the pointless sword borne before

English sovereigns at their coronation. — ML.

curtana (scil. spdda), 'a short sword', fr. L.

curtus, 'short'. See curt.

curtate, adj., shortened. — L. curtdtus, pp. of

curtdre, 'to shorten', fr. curtus, 'short'. See curt

and adj. suff. -ate.

curtesy, n. — A var. of courtesy.

curtilage, n., a courtyard surrounding a dwelling

house (law).— OF. cortillage, curtillage, fr. cor-

til, curtil, 'a smaU courtyard', fr. cort (F. cour),

'courtyard, court'. See court and -age.

curtle axe, curtal axe, (archaic) — Alteration of

cutlass. Folk etymology explained cutlass as

curtle axe, i.e. 'a short axe' (see curtail).

curtsy, curtsey, n. — Variants of courtesy.

curule, adj., designating a chair used by the highest

magistrates in ancient Rome. — L. curiilis (in

sella curiilis, 'the curule chair'), fr. *curriilis,

'pertaining to a chariot or car', fr. currus, 'char-

iot, car, triumphal car'. See current, adj., and

cp. curricle. The shortening of rr (in currus) to

r (in curiilis) is due to the shifting of the accent.

Cp. canal and mammilla.

curvate, curvated, adj., bent, curved. — L. cur-

vdtus, 'crooked, bent, curved', pp. of curvdre,

'to crook, bend, curve', fr. curvus. See curve and

adj. sufF. -ate, resp. also -ed.

curvature, n., a curving. — L. curvdtPra, 'a bend-

ing', fr. curvdtus, pp. of curvdre. See prec. word

and -ure.

curve, n., a bent line. — L. curvus, 'crooked, bent,

curved', fr. L-E. base *(s)qer-, 'to bend, turn,

twist', whence also Gk. zoptovoi;, 'curved, bent',

xop(iv7), 'anything curved; crown', xpixo?, xip-

xo?, 'ring', xupTo;;, 'curved, bent, arched', Mir.

cor, W. cor, 'circle', Russ. krivH, Czech kfivy,

etc., 'curved, crooked', Lith. kreivas, 'twisted',

kairys (dissimilated fr. *krairys), 'left', Lett.

krails, 'bent, crooked', kreilis, 'left hand', Mir.

cruind, OW. crunn, MW. crwnn, Gael, cruinn,

'round'. Cp. crown, n., and words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also cartilage, circus, corf,

crass, crate, crease, 'a fold', creel, cresset, crest,

cricoid, crowd, 'a musical instrument', curb,

Curculio, curvet, cyrto-, incurvate, kestrel, re-

curve, rote, 'a musical instrument', Scorzonera,

scrinium, shrine, Tricyrtis.

curve, tr. v. — L. curvdre, 'to crook, bend, twist",

fr. curvus. See curve, n.

Derivatives: curv-ed, adj., curv-ed-ly, adv., curv-

ed-ness, n., curv-er, n.

curvet, n., a leap. — It. corvetta, dimin. of corvo

(now curve), 'a curve', fr. L. curvus. See curve,

n., and cp. cavort.

curvet, intr. and tr. v., to leap, bound. —- It. cor-

vctlare, fr. corvetta. See curvet, n.

curvi-, combining form meaning 'curved, bent'.

— Fr. L. curvus. See curve, n.

curvilineal, curvilinear, adj., consisting of, bound-

ed by, curved lines. — Compounded of curvi-

and L. linea, 'line'. See line.

curvometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

length of a curve. — A hybrid coined fr. L.



curvus, 'curved, bent', and Gk. (i^xpov, 'meas-

ure'. See curve and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

The correct form would be cyrtometer (fr. Gk.
xupxAi;, 'curved, bent'), in which both elements

are of Greek origin. The form cyrtometer is

actually used, but only as a medical term.

cuscus, n. — A var. of cons-cous.

cuscus, n., the aromatic root of an Indian grass,

used for making fans, screens, etc. — Pers.

khas-khas.

Cuscus, n. — A genus of marsupials, the Pha-

langer (zool.) — ModL., from the Moluccan
native name.

Cuscuta, n., a genus of parasitic plants, the dod-

der (bot.) — ModL., fr. Arab, kushnth, kas-

hiithd fr. Pers. kush&th, 'dodder', whence also

Mishnaic Heb. kdshath, 'dodder; fine hair'.

cushat, n., the wood pigeon or ringdove. — OE.
ciiscote, cusceote, of uncertain origin.

cushion, n. — ME. quisshin, cusshin, fr. OF. cois-

sin, cussin (F. coussin), fr. ML. *coxinus, fr. L.

coxa, 'hip'; see coxa and cp. cuisse. Cp. also

It. cuscino and Sp. cojin, which are French loan

words. The orig. meaning of OF. coissin was
'hip cushion'.

Derivatives: cushion, tr. v., cushion-ed, adj.,

cushion-y, adj.

cushy, adj., easy, pleasant {slang).— Hind, khashi,

'pleasant', fr. Pers. khush, 'pleasant'.

cusp, n., a sharp point. — L. cuspis, 'point,

pointed end', of uncertain origin, Cp. cuspid,

bicuspid, tricuspid.

cuspate, adj., i) having a cusp; 2) shaped like a

cusp. — Formed fr. cusp with adj. suff. -ate.

cuspated, adj., cuspate. — Formed fr. prec. word
with suff. -ed.

cuspid, adj., a canine tooth. — L. cuspis, gen.

cuspidis, 'point, pointed end'. See cusp.

cuspidal, adj., i) pertaining to a cusp; 2) like a

cusp; 3) having a cusp. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. cuspis, gen. cuspidis. See cusp.

cuspidate, cuspidated, adj., having a cusp. —
L. cuspiddtus, pp. of cuspiddre, 'to make pointed',

fr. cuspis, gen. cuspidis. See cusp and adj . suff. -ate.

cuspidor, n., a spittoon. — Port, cuspideira,

fr. cuspir, 'to spit', fr. L. conspuere, 'to spit

upon', fr. con- and spuere, 'to spit', which is of

imitative origin. See spew and cp. conspue.

cuss, n., a curse. — A colloquial corruption of

curse.

Derivatives: cuss-ed, adj., cuss-ed-ness,n.

cuss, n., a fellow. — A colloquial abbreviation

of customer.

custard, n., a cooked dish of eggs, milk and sugar.

— ME. crustad, fr. OF. (= F.) croustade, fr. It.

crostata, 'fruit tart', lit. 'something covered with

a crust', fr. L. crustdta, fem. of crustdtus, pp. of

crustare, 'to cover with a crust', fr. crusla. See

crust. The change of ME. crustad to E. custard

is due to the influence of mustard.

custodial, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. custodia. See custody.
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custodian, n. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L. cus-

todia. See next word.

custody, n. — L. custodia, 'watching, guard, care,

protection', fr. custds, gen. custodis, 'watch,

guard, preserver, keeper, overseer, protector',

fr. I.-E. base *(s)qeudh-, 'to cover', whence also

L. cado, 'helmet made of skin', OI. kuharam,

'cave', kukuft, 'new moon', lit. 'that which is

hidden', Gk. xeii&eiv, 'to cover, hide, conceal',

W. cudd, 'a hiding', cuddio, 'to hide', Mir. codal,

'skin'. Cp. custos. For derivatives of the related

base *(s)qeut- see hide, 'skin'. The bases

*(s)qeu-dh- and *{s)qeu-t- are dental enlarge

ments of base *{s)qeu-, 'to cover, hide'. See sky

and cp. words there referred to.

custom, n. — ME. custume, custome, fr. OF. cos-

tume, custume (F. coutume), fr. L. consuetH-

dinem, ace. of cdnsuetUdo, 'custom, habit, use,

usage', fr. consuetus, pp. of consuescere, 'to ac-

custom', fr. con- and suescere, 'to become

used or accustomed', fr. I.-E. base *swedh-,

whence also Gk. t^ac,, f(*o;, 'custom, usage',

SSvo?, 'race'. Base *swedh- is compounded of

*swe-, 'his, her, its, one's own', and *dhe-, 'to

put, place; to do, make', hence lit. means 'to

make one's own'. See sui- and the verb do and

cp. consuetude, costume, which are doublets of

custom. Cp. also assuetude, de suetude, man-

suete, mastiff, sodality. Cp. also ethical, ethnic,

hetaira.

customable, adj. — OF. costumable, fr. costume,

'custom'. See prec. word and -able,

customary, adj. — OF. costumier (F. coutumier),

fr. costume, 'custom'. See custom and adj. suff.

-ary.

Derivatives : customari-!y,&dv.,customari-ness,n.

customer, n. — Formed with agential suff. -er

fr. custom, partly through the medium of AF.
custumer. Cp. cuss, 'fellow'.

custos, n., keeper, guardian. — L. custds, gen.

custodis. See custody,

custumal, n., a written collection of the customs

of a city, a province etc. — ML. costumdlis

(scil. liber), 'a book of customs', fr. OF. custu-

mal, fr. custume. See custom and adj. suff. -al.

cut, tr. and intr. v. — ME. cutten, kutten, kitten,

prob. rel. to dial. Swed. kuta, kota, Icel. kuta,

'to cut with a knife, dial. Swed. kuta, kytti, Icel.

kuti, 'knife'.

Derivatives: cut, pp. and n., cutt-er, n., cutt-ing,

n. and adj., cutt-ing-ly, adv., cutty (q.v.)

cutaneous, adj., pertaining to the skin. — ML.
cutdneus, fr. L. cutis, 'skin'. See cutis and

-aneous.

cutcfa, n., black catechu. — Malay kdchd. See

catechu,

cutcherry, cutchery, n., office of administration

(Anglo-India). — Hind, kachahri.

cute, adj., clever; sharp. — Aphetie for acute.

Derivatives: cute-ly, adv., cute-ness, n.

Cuterebra, n. — See Cutiterebra.

Cutfabert, masc. PN. ^- Compounded of OE. cdd.
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'known, famous', and beorht, 'bright'. For the

first element see uncouth. For the second element

see bright and cp. Albert, Bardolph, Bertha,

Bertram,

cuticle, n., the epidermis. — L. cuticulum, dimin.

of cutis, 'skin'. See cutis and -cle.

cuticular, adj., pertaining to the cuticle. —
Formed with suff. -ar fr. L. cuticulum. See prec.

word.

cutis, n., the skin beneath the epidermis, the

derma {anat.) — L. cutis, 'skin', lit. 'that which

covers', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qeut-, 'to cover',

whence also OE. hyd, 'skin'. See hide, 'skin', and

cp. cutaneous, cuticle. Cp. also cyst, -cyte, ecu,

escutcheon, esquire, scudo, scum, Scutellaria,

scutellum, scuttle, 'receptacle', scutum, syncy-

tium, luchetto. Base *{s)qeut- is rel. to base

*{s)qeudh-, 'to cover'; see custody.

Cutiterebra, Cuterebra, n., a genus of botflies (en-

tomol.) — ModL., compounded of L. cutis,

'skin', and terebra, 'borer'. See cutis and terebra.

cutlass, cutlas, n., a short curving sword. — F.

coutelas, fr. It. coltellaccio, 'a large knife', which

is formed with augment, suff. -accio fr. coltello,

'knife', fr. L. cultellus (whence also OF. coutel,

F. couteau), dimin. of culter, 'knife'. See colter,

cutler, n. — ME. cotelere, coteler, fr. OF. cote-

lier (whence F. coutelier), 'a knife maker', fr.

Late L. cultelldrius, fr. L. cultellus. See prec.

word.

cutlery, n. — OF, cotelerie (F, coutellerie), fr.

cotelier. See prec. word and -y (representing

OF. -(>).

cutlet, n. — F. cotelette, lit. 'a little rib', a double

dimin. of cote, 'rib', fr. OF. coste, fr. L. costa,

'rib, side'. See coast and cp. costal. Cutlet was

prob. influenced in form by cut.

cuttlefish, cuttle, n. — ME. cotul, codul, fr. OE.

cudele, 'cuttlefish', rel. to dial. Norw. kaule (for

*kodte), lit. 'pouch fish', and to OE. codd, 'bag,

shell, husk'. See cod, 'a small bag'.

cutty, adj., short (Scot, and dial.) — Formed fr.

cut with adj. suff. -y.

-cy, suff. used to form abstract nouns denoting

quality or rank, corresponding in meaning to

the suffixes -ship and -hood. — L. -cia, -tia, or

Gk. -ZEia, -xia, -XEia, -xta. Suff. -cy occurs

chiefly as the termination of the suflSxes -acy,

-ancy, -ency, -cracy, -mancy (qq.v.)

cyan-, form of cyano- before a vowel.

cyanate, n., a salt of cyanic acid (chem.) — See

cyanic and chem. suff. -ate.

Cyanea, n., a genus of jelly fishes (.ichthyoid) —
ModL., fr. Gk. xuivso?, 'dark blue', fr. xuavo?,

'the dark blue color". See next word.

cyanic, adj., i) of blue color; 2) pertaining to, or

containing, cyanogen. — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. Gk. xuavoq, 'dark blue enamel, lapis lazuli,

the dark blue color', a foreign word connected

with Hitt. kuwanna(n)-, 'copper, copperblue ; or-

namental stone'.

cyanide, cyanid, n., a compound of cyanogen

with an element or a radical (chem.)— See prec.

word and chem. suff. -ide, resp. -id.

Derivative : cyanide, tr. v.

cyanite, n., an aluminum silicate, AljSiOj (min-

eral.) — G. Cyanit, coined by the German geo-

logist Abraham Gottlob Werner (1750-1817) in

1794 fr. cyan- and suff. -//, which goes back to

Gk. -ixT);; see subst. suff. -ite,

cyano-, before a vowel cyan-, combining form

meaning 'dark blue'. — Gk. xuavo-, xuav-, fr.

xiiavoi;, 'the dark blue color'. See cyanic.

Cyanocitta, n., a genus of birds, the American

blue jay (ornithol.) — ModL., Ut. 'blue jay', fr.

Gk. xiiavo?, 'the dark blue color', and xicaa,

xtxxa (for *xiKta), 'jay'. For the first element

see cyanic. The second element is of imitative

origin. Cp. OI. kikih, 'the blue jay', OHG. he-

hara (MHG. heher, G. Hdher), 'jay', which all

are imitative of the cry of the bird.

cyanogen, n., i) the radical CN (carbon and ni-

trogen); 2) a poisonous gas (CN)2 (chem.) —
Compounded of cyano- and -gen.

cyanometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

degrees of blueness. — Compounded of cyano-

and Gk. jx£xpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

Derivative: cyanometr-y, n.

cyanopathy, n., another name for cyanosis (med.)

— Compounded of cyano- and Gk. -TtddEia,

fr. Ttd^o?, 'suffering'. See -pathy.

Derivative: cyanopath-ic, adj.

cyanosis, n., pathological condition in which the

surface of the body becomes blue for lack of

aeration (med.) — Medical L., formed fr.

cyano- and suff. -osis.

cyathus, n., a cup or ladle for drawing wine out

of the crater (mixing-bowl) into the drinking-

cup (Greek antiq.) — L., fr. Gk. )cua&o<;,.'cup',

which is prob. rel. to KueTv, zusiv, 'to become

pregnant', xtiap, 'eye of a needle; orifice of the

ear', xOjjia, 'anything swollen; a wave'. See

cyma and cp. cyesis.

Cybele, n., goddess of the earth and mother of

the gods in Greek mythology. — L., fr. Gk.

Kup^Xr], a name of uncertain origin.

cybernetics, n., the comparative study of complex

electronic calculating machines and the human

nervous system. — Coined by the Jewish ma-

thematician oftheU.S.A.,NorbertWiener(i 894-

1964), fr. Gk. x'jpepvrjr/)?, 'steersman, pilot' (fr.

xu^epvav, 'to steer, guide, govern', whence L.

gtiberndre, of s.m., see govern), and suff. -ics.

Cybister, n., a genus of diving beetles (entomol.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. xu^ioxTiTrip, 'tumbler', fr.

xu^i-axav, 'to tumble head foremost', which is of

uncertain origin. It is perh. cogn. with OI. kub-

hanyuh, 'dancing', OE. hoppian, 'to hop, dance'.

See hop, 'to leap'.

cycad, n., any of the plants of the family Cyca-

daceae. — See Cycas.

Cycadaceae, n. pi. (hot.) — ModL., formed fr.

next word with suff. -aceae.



Cycas, n., a genus of trees (hot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. xuxa;, erroneously written for xoixa?,
ace. pi. of y.6cE„ 'the doom palm', which is a
foreign word of unknown origin.

cycl-, form of cyclo- before a vowel.
cyclamen, n. — ML. and ModL., fr. Gk. jcuxXdt-

[xivo?, fr. xiixXo?, 'circle'. See cycle.

Cyclanthus, n., a genus of plants (hot.}— ModL.,
coined by Poiteau fr. Gk. xuxXoi;, 'circle', and
avOoi;, 'flower'. See cyclo- and anther,

cyclas, n., a kind of tunic worn by Roman wo-
men. — L., fr. Gk. xijxXdc?, 'state robe of wo-
men', short for xuxXa? kc!&r}q, 'a circular gar-

ment', from the adjective xuxXa?, 'encircling',

fr. xuxXo?, 'circle'. See next word.
cycle, n. — F., fr. Late L. cyclus, fr. Gk. xiixXo?,

'ring, circle, wheel', which is cogn. with OI.
cakrdh, OE. hweol, hweogol, 'wheel'. See wheel
and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also cycla-

men, cyclas, and the second element in hemi-
cycle, monocycle, multicycle, pericycle, tricycle.

Cp. also chukker, hackery, jack, an East Indian
tree', Ku KIux Klan.

Derivatives: cycle, intr. v., cycl-er, n., cyclic

(q.v.), cycl-ing, n., cycl-ism, n., cycl-ist, n.

cyclic, adj. — F. cyclique, fr. L. cyclicus, fr. Gk.
x'jxXixo?, 'circular, moving in a circle', fr.

x'JxXoc;. See cycle and -ic, and cp. acyclic,

monocyclic.

Derivatives: cyctic-al, adj., cyclical-ly, adv.

cyclist, n., i) one who rides a bicycle, tricycle,

etc. ; 2) one who reckons by cycles. — Formed
fr. cycle with suff. -ist.

Derivative: cycHst-ic, adj.

ydo-, before a vowel cycl-, combining form
meaning 'circular'. ~ Gk. x'jxXo-, xuxX-, fr.

xuxXoc, 'circle'. See cycle.

Cyelobothra, n., a genus of plants of the lily

family; called also Catochortus (hot.) — Com-
pounded of cyclo- and Gk. |36»poi;, 'pit' (see

bothrium); so called in allusion to the nectar'es.

Cycloconium, n., a genus of imperfect fungi (hot.)

— ModL., compounded of cyclo- and Gk.
xovk;, 'dust", which is cogn. with L. cinis,

'ashes'. See cinerary and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

cycloid, adj., circular; n., a curve described by
a point in the circumference of a circle that rolls

along a straight line. — Gk. xuxXociSyj!;, 'cir-

cular', compounded of x'JxXo?, 'circle', and
-iJZiSr^c, 'like', fr. dSoc, 'form, shape'. Seecyclo-

and -Old.

Derivatives: cycloid-al, adj., cychid-al-ly, adv.

Cycloloma, n., a genus of plants of the goosefoot

family (but.). — ModL., compounded of cyclo-

and Gk. Xtona, 'fringe, border' (see loma); so
called in allusion to the wing of the calyx en-

circling it.

cyclometer, n., an instrument for measuring cir-

cles. — Compounded of cyclo- and Gk. iiirpov,

'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

cyclone, n. — Irregularly formed fr. Gk. xiixXoq,
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'circle', or fr. xuxXmv, 'whirling round', pres.

part, of xuxXouv, 'to move in a circle, whirl

round', which is a derivative of xuxXog (see

cycle); coined by H.Piddington in 1848.

Derivative: cycton-ic, adj.

cyclonology, n., the science dealing with cyclones.
— Compounded of cyclone and Gk. -Xoyiot, fr.

-Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative : cyclonolog-ist, n.

Cyclopean, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, the

Cyclopes. — Formed with suff. -aik fr. L.

Cyclopeus, fr. Gk. KuxXcotteioc, fr. KiixXMtj;. See
Cyclops,

cyclopedia, cyclopaedia, n. — ModL., abbrevia-
tion of encyclopedia (q.v.)

Derivatives: cyclop(a)ed-ic, adj., cyclop(a)ed-

ist, n.

Cyclops, n., one of a race of one-eyed giants in

Greek mythology. — L., fr. Gk. KuxXco(|;, gen.

KuxXoTTOi;, lit. 'round-eyed', fr. xiixXo?, 'circle',

and oiij', gen. oitto?, 'eye', fr. I.-E. base *6k"'-, a
collateral form of base *ok'"-, 'eye'. See cyclo-

and -opia.

cyclorama, n., a pictorial representation of a land-

scape on the inner wall of a cylindrical room,
the spectators standing in the middle. — Com-
pounded of Gk. xuxXo?, 'circle', and opauta,

'view', fr. opav, 'to see'. For the first element see

cycle. The second element is cogn. with L.

vereri, 'to observe with awe, revere, respect,

fear', OE. wxr, 'cautious, aware'. See ware,

'alert', and cp. the second element in cos-

morama and words there referred to.

cyclosis, n., circulation of protoplasm within a

cell (plant physiol.) — ModL., coined by C.H.
Schultz in 1835 fr.Gk. xuxXcoai;, 'circulation', fr.

x'jxXoiiv, 'to move in a circle', fr. xijxXo?. See
cycle and -osis.

Cyclostomata, n. pi., a class of eel-like verte-

brates, the lampreys and hagfishes (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'round-mouthed', fr. Gk. xuxXo?,

'circle', and Gzoixy., gen. aTojiaTo;, 'mouth'. See

cycle and stoma,

cyclostome, adj., pertaining to the Cyclosto-

mata; n., a cyclostome vertebrate. — Sec prec.

word.

cyclostyle, n., a device for printing copies. —
Compounded of cyclo- and style,

cyclotron, n., an apparatus used for splitting

atoms; an atom smasher. — Coined fr. cyclo-

with the ending of electron,

cyder, n. — A var. of cider.

Cydonia, n., a genus of trees of the apple family.

— L. cydonia (scil. mala), pi., "quince apple'.

See quince,

cyesis, n., pregnancy. — Medical L., fr. Gk.
x'jr;<Ti;, 'conception, pregnancy', fr. xueiv, x'jeiv,

'to be pregnant', whence also xOfxa, 'anything

swollen; a wave'. See cyma and cp. cyathos.

cygnet, n., a young swan. — Dimin. of F. cygne,

'swan' (refashioned after L. cygnus, a variant

1
I

I
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of cycnus), fr. OF. cisne, fr. VL. cicinus (which

occurs in the Salic law), fr, L. cycnus, fr. Gk.

xuxvo?, 'swan', which is prob. of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. Russ. kyka, 'swan's cry'. Cp. also

Cygnus.

Cygnus, n., i)theSwan (name of a constellation);

2) the genus of swans {ornithol.) — L. cygnus,

'swan'. See cygnet.

cylinder, n. — F. cylindre, fr. L. cylindrus, fr. Gk.

xuXivSpoo, 'roller, roll, cylinder', fr. xuXivSstv,

'to roll', which prob. derives fr. I.-E. base

*(s)<iel-, 'to bend, twist', whence also Gk.

xuXXo? (for *xuX-v6(;, *xeXv6i;), 'crooked, crippl-

ed', xtoXov, 'limb, member; member of a clause

or a sentence'. See colon, 'punctuation mark',

and cp. calender. Base *q"'e-q"-'los, reduplication

of base *qel-, 'to bend, twist', appears in OI.

cakrdh, Gk. xuxXo?, 'cycle'. OE. hweogol, hweol,

'wheel'. See wheel and cp. cycle.

Derivatives: cylinder, tr. v., cylinder-ed, adj.,

cylinder-er, n.

cylindr-, form of cylindro- before a vowel.

cylindrical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

ModL. cylindricus, fr. Gk. xuXivSpixo?, fr. xuXiv-

Spo?. See cylinder.

cylindro-, before a vowel cylindr-, combining

form meaning, 'cylindrical'. — Gk. xuXivSpo-,

xuXivSp-, fr. xiiXivSpot;. See cylinder.

cylindroid, adj. and n. — Compounded of Gk.

xuXivSpo?, 'cylinder', and -osiStj?, 'like', fr. cISo?,

'form, shape'. See cylinder and -old.

cylix, n., an ancient drinking cup (Greek antiq.)

— Gk. xuXi^, 'drinking cup', in gradational re-

lationship to xaXu^, 'cup, calyx of a flower'.

See calyx.

cyUosis, n., clubfoot (med) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. xijXX{octi(;, 'clubfoot', fr. xuXXA.; (for *xuX-

v6<;, *xeX-v6(;), 'crooked, crippled', which is

prob. rel. to xuXivSeiv, 'to roll', xuXivSpo?,

'roller, roll, cylinder'. See cylinder.

cym-, form of cymo- before a vowel.

cyma, n., molding of a cornice, with an ogee pro-

file (arch.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xO^ia, 'anything

swollen, a wave, billow, surge', fr. x'jeTv, xuetv,

'to be pregnant', whence also xuriai?, 'concep-

tion, pregnancy', fr. I.-E. base *kew-, *kewa-,

'to swell out', whence also OI. svdyate, 'swells',

sUrah, 'strong', L. inciens (for *en-kw-yent-s),

'pregnant'. See cave, n., and cp. cyme,cymatium,

cyathus, cyesis, kymatology, acyrology, church.

Cp. also casserole, coelo-, maroon, 'one of a

class of Negroes'.

cymar, n., a robe. — F. cimarre, fr. It. simarra.

See chimere.

cynuitium,n., 1) a molding; 2) a cyma (archit.)—
L., fr. Gk. xOjjuxTiov, dimin. of xu(i.a. See cyma.

cymba,n., i) a boat-shaped sponge spicule (zoo/.);

2) the upper part of the concha of the ear (anat.)

— L. cymba, fr. Gk. xu(i.pT), 'the hollow of a

vessel, cup, boat'. See next word and cp. Cym-

bella, Cymbidium.

cymbal, n., either of a pair of brass plates used

cymometer

in orchestras. — ME. cimbal, symbol, fr. OE.
cymbal and MF. (= F.) cymbale, which both

derive fr. L. cymbalum, fr. Gk. xiijiPaXov, fr.

xi!i(ip7], 'the hollow of a vessel, cup, boat', fr.

I.-B. base *qumb-, 'to bend, curve', whence also

01. kumbhdh, 'pot, jar', Avestic xumba, of

s.m., Toch. A kumpac, 'drum', W. cwmm, 'val-

ley', Bret, komb, 'small valley', Mir. comm,

'vessel', cummal, 'cup', and E. hump, 'swelling,

protuberance' (q.v.) Cp. cymba, chime, n. Cp.

also combe.

Derivatives: cymbal-er, cymbal-eer, n., cymbal-

ist, n.

Cymbella, n., a genus of diatoms (60/.)— ModL.,

formed with dimin. suflF. -ella fr. L. cymba, 'boat'

(see cymba) ; so called in allusion to their boat-

like shape.

Cymbidium, n., a genus of orchids (hot) —
ModL., formed with dimin. suff. -idium fr. Gk.

ydi\j.^f\, 'cup'. See cymba.

cymbiform, adj., shaped like a boat. — Com-
pounded of L. cymba, fr. Gk. xufx^T], 'boat', and

L. forma, 'form, shape'. See cymba and form.

Cymbium, n., a genus of marine snails (zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. cymbium, 'a small cup', fr. Gk.

xufxpioM, dimin. of xufx^T), 'cup'. See cymbe.

cymbocephalic, adj., having a boat-shaped skull

(craniol.) — Lit. 'boat-headed', compounded of

Gk. xijuPy) , 'boat' , and xe9aXr] , 'head' . See cymba

and cephalic,

cymbocephaly, n., the condition of having a

boatshaped head (craniol.) — See prec. word

and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

Cymbopogon, n., a genus of grasses (hot.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. y-iyL^f), 'boat' and

noi-fbiv, 'beard'. See cymba and Pogonia.

cyme, n., a mode of inflorescence in which the

primary and the secondary axes bear a single

terminal flower (hot.) — L. cyma, 'young sprout

of a cabbage', fr. Gk. xOiiot, 'anything swollen'.

See cyma.

cymene, n., a hydrocarbon (chem.) — Gk. xii-

(ilvov, 'cumin'. See cumin,

cymling, n., a kind of squash. — A var. of simnel

(with change of suff).

cymo-, before a vowel cym-, combining form

meaning 'wave' or 'sprout'. — Fr. Gk. xu^a,

'anything swollen'. See cyma.

Cymodoce, n., one of the Nereids (Greek mythol.)

— L. Cymodoce, fr. Gk. K'j(xo86xr), lit. 'she who

receives the waves', fr. xO^jia, 'wave', and Se-

xeaftai, Sex^'J*''". 'to receive'. See cyma and

decent.

cymograph, n., an instrument for tracing graphs

representing electric waves. — Lit. 'tracer of

waves', fr. Gk. xu|ia, 'wave', and -yparfOQ, fr.

Ypi9Eiv, 'to write'. See cyme and -graph.

ijerivative: cymograph-ic, adj.

cymometer, n., formerly an instrument for

measuring etheric waves. — Compounded of

Gk. xufia, 'wave', and (x^Tpov, 'measure'. See

cyma and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.
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cymophane, n., a wavy variety of chrysoberyl
{mineral.)— Compounded of Gk. xujjia, 'wave',

and the stem of 9aivsiv, 'to show', (paWs<yd-<xi,

'to appear'. See cyma and phantasm,
cymoscope, n., a device for detecting electric

waves. — Compounded of Gk. xufxa, 'wave',

and -ay.6mo\i, fr. uxoTteiv, 'to look at, examine'.
See cyma and -scope,

cymotrichy, n., wavy hair. — Compounded of
Gk. xupia, 'wave', and ^pt^, gen. Tpix^?, 'hair'.

See cyma and tricho-.

Cymric, Kymric, adj., Welsh. — Formed with
suff. -ic fr. W. Cymry, 'the Welsh', pi. oiCymro,
'Welshman', which prob. derives fr. OW. *com-
brog, 'compatriot', fr. com-, 'with', and *brog
(whence W. bro), 'region', which is rel. to Olr.

bruigy mruig, 'boundary, region', and cogn.
with OE. mearc, 'boundary, sign, mark'. See
com- and mark, 'sign'. Cp. L. Allobroges, name
of a warlike people in Gallia Narbonensis, lit.

'those from another land'. Cp. also Cambrian,
cyn-, form of cyno- before a vowel.

cynanche, n., a medical term for diseases of the
throat. — Gk. xuvaYxil. 'sore throat', Ut. 'dog
quinsy', formed fr. xutov, gen. xuv6i;, 'dog', and
H-f/tiv, 'to throttle, strangle'. See quinsy.

Cynanchum, n., a genus of plants of the milkweed
family (_bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. mmyxn, 'dog
quinsy'. See prec. word.

cynanthropy, n., insanity in which the patient be-

lieves himself to be a dog (merf.) — Formed
with suff. -y (representing Gk. -la), fr. Gk.
xuvavftpcoTroq, 'of a dog-man', which is com-
pounded of x\io>v, gen. xuv6i;, 'dog', and (Xv^^pto-

TTOQ, 'man'. See cyno- and anthropo-. The name
cynanthropy prop, derives fr. Gk. v6<to(; xuvav-
^ptojToi;, ht. 'dog-man's disease', a name given
to this mania by Galen (see Galen 19, 719).

cynegetics, n., hunting. — Gk. xuvyiyeTtxTj (scil.

"^Z^il). '('he art of) hunting', fr. xuvtjy^ty)?,

'huntsman, hunter', (whence xuvTiyeTeTv, 'to

hunt'), which is compounded of xutov, gen.

xuv6(;, 'dog', and rjyETa&at, 'to lead'. See cyno-,

seek and -ics.

Cynias, n., a genus of Carchariidae, the smooth
dogfish (ichthyol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xuojv, gen.

xuv6{;, 'dog'. See cyno-.

cyniatrics, n., that branch of veterinary medicine
which deals with diseases of dogs. — Com-
pounded of cyn- and -iatrics.

cynic, n. — L. cynicus, 'a cynic', fr. Gk. xuvtx6<;,

an adjective formed fr. Kuv6aapYe<;, 'Cyno-
sarges', a gynmasium near Athens. It was in this

gymnasium that Antisthenes taught, whence
his disciples were called xuvtxoi, ht. "of Cyno-
sarges'. (For sense development cp. stoic and
academician, which are also formed from place-

names.) The usual derivation of Gk. xuvix6<;,

'a cynic', fr. xutov, gen. x'jv6?, 'dog', and the ex-
planation that x'jvik6(; orig. denoted a 'dog-
like' philosopher, is erroneous. The only con-
nection between a cynic and a dog is given by

the quite incidental fact that the first element in

the name Kuv6(TapYei; comes fr. xiioiv, gen.

xuv6(;, 'dog' (see cyno-).

Derivatives: cynic, cynic-al, adjs., cynic-al-ly,

adv., cynic-ism, n., cynic-ist, n.

cyno-, before a vowel cyn-, combining form
meaning 'dog-'. — Gk. xuvo-, xuv-, fr. xtiwv,

gen. xuv6(;, 'dog', which is cogn. with L. canis,

Goth, hunds, OE. hund, 'dog'. See hound and
cp. canine. Cp. also cynanche, Cynias, cynosure,

quinsy, squinancy.

cynocephalic, n., cynocephalous. — See next
word and -ic.

cynocephalous, adj., dog-headed. — Gk. xuvo-
xiqjotXo?, 'dog-headed', compounded of xiicov,

gen. xuv6<;, 'dog', and xstfoOd), 'head'. See cyno-

and cephalic. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk.
-oq, see -ous.

Cynocrambaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (bot.)

— ModL., formed fr. Cynocrambe with suff.

-aceae.

cynocrambaceous, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

Cynocrambe, n., a genus of plants (bot.)— Mod-
L., fr. Gk. xuvoxpa(j.|3ir], 'dog cabbage', which is

compounded of xuov, gen. xuv6(;, 'dog', and
xpajipv), 'cabbage'. See cyno- and Crambe.
Cynodon, n., a genus of plants of the famUy Poa-
ceae (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xuvAStov, 'the

canine tooth', compounded of xuojv, gen. xuv6(;,

'dog' and oSwv, gen. 6S6vto?, 'tooth'. See cyno-

and odonto-.

Cynoglossum, n., a genus of the borage family

(bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. xuv6yXco<t<iov, 'hound's-

tongue', which is compounded of xuojv, gen.

xuv6q, 'dog' and yXcouaa, 'tongue'. See cyno- and
gloss, 'explanation'.

cynoid, adj., i) doglike; 2) pertaining to the dog
family. — Gk. xuvoeiStji;, 'doglike', compound-
ed of xiiojv, gen. xuv6i;, 'dog', and -oeiSy)?, 'like',

fr. elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See cyno- and -oid.

cynorrhodon, n., the dogrose. — L., fr. Gk. xuv6-

poSov, 'dogrose', which is compounded of xuwv,
gen. xuvoc, 'dog', and poSov, 'rose*. See cyno-

and rhodo-.

Cynoscion, n., a genus of fishes, the weakfish

(ichthyol.)— ModL., compounded of Gk. xiioiv,

gen. xuv6i;, 'dog', and oxtatva, a seafish, prob.

'the grayUng', fr. axd, 'shade, shadow'. See
cyno- and skiagraphy and cp. Sciaenidae.

cynosure, n., the I-esser Bear (constellation). —
F., fr. L. CynosHra, fr. Gk. xuv6<Joupa, 'dog's

tail; the Lesser Bear', compounded of xuwv,
gen. xuvo;, 'dog', and oupA, 'tail'. See cyno- and
uro-, 'tail-'.

Cynthia, i ) Artemis, goddess ofthemoon, whence

:

the moon personified ; 2) fem. PN . — L., fr.

Gk. Kuv^a, epithet of the goddess Artemis,

lit. '(the goddess) of Cynthus', fem. of Kuvdio?,
'of Cynthus, Cynthian', fr. KuvSos, 'Cynthus',

a mountain in Delos, birthplace of Apollo and
Artemis.
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Cynthian, adj., pertaining to Mt. Cynthus in

Delos. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Cynthius,

fr. Gk. Kiiv^io;, 'of Cynthus, Cynthian'.

Cyperaceae, n. pi., the sedge family (bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Cyperus with suff. -aceae.

cyperaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Cyperus, n., a genus of plants of the family Cy-
peraceae (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xiiTtetpo;,

'sedge', a word prob. rel. to xuTrpoi;, 'the henna
plant' (Lawsonia inermis Linn.), which is of

Sem. origin; cp. Heb. kSpher, Aram, k'phord,

Syr. kHphrd, 'the henna plant'. Cp. Cyprinus.

cypheUa, n., a cuplike depression on the lower

surface of the thallus of lichens (bot.)— ModL.,
fr. Gk. xucpeXXa (pi.), 'the hollows of the ears',

fr. xO<p6i;, 'bent, crooked', which is rel. to XU90?,

'hump, hunch', and cogn. with OI. kubhrdif,

'humpbacked', fr. I.-E. base *qeu-bh-, 'to bend',

which is rel. to base *qeu-p-, whence L. ciqja,

'tub, cask, vat'. See cup and cp. cypho-, cypsela,

kyphosis.

cypher, n. — A var. spelling of cipher.

cypho-, before a vowel cyph-, combining form
meaning 'bent, humpbacked'. — Fr. Gk. xu(p6;,

'bent, crooked', or fr. xuqjo;, 'hump, hunch'.

See cyphella.

cyphosis, n. — A var. spelling of kyphosis.

cy-pres, cypres, adv. and adj., as nearly as pos-

sible in agreement with the testator's intentions

(law).— F. si-pris, 'so near, as near', fr. VL. sic

presse, 'from so near', fr. L. sic, 'so', ?ind presse,

adv. of pressus, 'pressed', pp. of premere, 'to

press'. See sic and press, v.

cypress, n. — ME. cipres, cypres, fr. OF. cipres

(F. cypresse), fr. Late L. cypressus, fr. Gk. xu-

TrapiiTtJo;, which prob. derives fr. Heb. gdpher,

name of the tree of whose wood the ark was
made (see Gen. 6 : 14). Cp. gopher and see Hehn-
Schrader, Kulturpflanzen und Haustiere in

ihrem Ubergang aus Asien nach Griechenland

und Italien, 5th edition, p. 231. Cp. Cyprian.

Derivatives: cypress, adj., cypress-ed, adj.

cypress, n., cypress lawn. — ME. cipres, 'gauze,

cloth of gold', fr. OF. Cipre, Cypre, 'the island

of Cyprus'; so called because orig. brought

from Cyprus.

Cyprian, adj. and n. — L. Cypridnus, 'of Cyprus,

Cyprian', formed with suff. -an fr. L. Cyprius,

fr. Gk. KuTTpio?, of s.m., fr. Kujrpo?, 'Cyprus',

lit. 'the island of cypress trees'. See cypress and
cp. copper. For sense development cp. Pityuses,

ht. 'the islands covered with pines', fr. Gk.
m-ru;, 'pine', and Port. Madeira, 'the island

of timber*, fr. madeira, 'timber', fr. L. materia,

'stuff', matter, timber'.

cyprinid, adj., pertaining to the family Cyprini-

dae. — See next word.

Cyprinidae, n. pi., a family of soft-finned fishes

(ichthyoid— ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

L. cyprinus. See next word.

Cyprinus, n., the typical genus of the family Cy-
prinidae (ichtyol.).— L. cyprinus, 'carp', fr. Gk.

xuTrpivo;, 'carp', fr. xiiTtpo?, 'the henna plant'

(see Cyperus); so called in allusion to its color.

Cypriote, adj. and n., Cyprian. — Fr. L. Cyprius,

'Cyprian'. See Cyprian and -ote.

Cypripedium, n., a genus of orchids (bot.) —
ModL., 'the lady's slipper', coined by Linnaeus
fr. Gk. KuTTpii;, 'Aphrodite' (see next word), and
7r£8iXov, 'shoe, slipper', whichis rel. to 7t£Si], 'fet-

ter', and stands in gradational relationship to

noiq, gen. 7toS6i;, 'foot'; see foot. The correct

form of the word would be Cypripedilum.

Cypris, n., a name of Aphrodite. — L., fr. Gk.
KuTtpi;, lit. 'the Cyprian (goddess)', fr. KiiTrpoi;,

'Cyprus'. See Cyprian and cp. the first element

in prec. word.

Cypris, n., a genus of crustaceans (zool.) — Fr.

prec. word.

cypsela, n., an achene with an adherent calyx

tube (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xuiJ^^Xy), 'a hollow
vessel', which is rel. to xu96(;, 'bent, crooked'.

See cyphella.

Cyrenaic, adj., i) pertaining to the Cyrenaica;

2) pertaining to the hedonistic school of philo-

sophy founded by Aristippus of Cyrene.

Derivative: Cyrenaic-ism, n.

Cyril, masc. PN. — Late L. Cyrillus, fr. Gk.
KupiX>.6i;, lit. 'lordly, masterly', rel. to xupioi;,

'lord, master'. See church and cp. words there

referred to.

Cyrilla, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,
named after Domenico Cyrillo, professor of

medicine at Naples.

CyriUaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (bot) —
Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

cyrillaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Cyrillic, adj., pertaining to the alphabet ascribed

to Cyril, apostle of the Slavs. — Lit. 'of, or per-

taining to, CyriV ; so called because his name is

associated with the invention of the Slavic al-

phabet. For the origin of this name see Cyril,

for the ending see suff. -ic.

cyrto-, before a vowel cyrt-, combining form
meaning 'curved', — Gk. xupTO-, xupT-, fr.

xupTo;, 'curved, bent, arched', rel. to xopoivd;,

'curved, bent', fr. L-E. base *(s)qer-, 'to bend,

turn, twist', whence also L. curvus, 'crooked,

bent, curved'. See curve n., and cp. the second

element in Tricyrtis.

cyrtometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

curves of parts ofthe body (med.)—Compound-
ed of cyrto- and Gk. (xsTpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

cyrtosis, n., curvature of the spinal column (med.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. xupTcoaii;, 'being hump-
backed', fr. xupTo;, 'curved, bent'. See cyrto-

and -osis.

Cyrus, masc. PN. — L., fr. Gk. Kupo(;, fr. OPers.

KQrush, whence Akkad. Kurash, Heb. Kdresh,

Egypt. Kawarusha.

cyst, n., a closed membranous pouch or sac con-
taining fluid (med.)— Medical L. cystis, fr. Gk.
xiioTu;, 'bladder, bag.pouch',which is prob.cogn.
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with or. svdsati, svdsiti, 'blows, breathes, sighs'.

L. querl, 'to complain'. See quarrel, 'dispute'.

cyst-, form of cysto- before a vowel.

-cyst, combining form meaning 'pouch, sac', as

in cholecyst. — Fr. Gk. xila-ri?, 'bladder, bag,

pouch'. See prec. word.

cysti-, combining form. — See cysto-.

cystic, adj., pertaining to a cyst; esp., pertaining

to the urinary bladder. — F. cystique, fr. Medi-

cal L. cysticus, fr. cystis. See cyst and -ic.

cysticercHs, n., the larval form of tapeworms

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of cysti- and

Gk. x^pxo?, 'tail'. See cercus and cp. words

there referred to.

cystiform, adj., having the form of a cyst. — A
hybrid coined fr. Gk. xuctth;, 'bladder, bag,

pouch', and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See cyst

and form, n.

cystitis, n., inflammation of the bladder (med.)

— Medical L., formed with suflF. -itis fr. Gk.

xiioTn;. See cyst.

cysto-, cysti-, before a vowel cyst-, combining

form meaning 'pertaining to, or resembling, a

bladder (esp. the urinary bladder)'. — Fr. Gk.

KuoTii;, 'bladder, bag, pouch'. See cyst.

cystoid, adj., resembling a cyst or bladder. —
Compounded of Gk. xuotk;, 'bladder, bag,

pouch', and -oeiSt)!;, 'like', fr. cISo?, 'form,

shape'. See cyst and -oid.

cystotomy, n., incision of the uninary bladder

(med.)— Compounded of cysto- and Gk. -xofxia,

'a cutting of, fr. xofxif), 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

cyt-, form of cyto- before a vowel.

-cyte, combining form denoting a cell, as in hema-

tocyte, leucocyte. — Fr. Gk. xutoc, 'a hollow,

hollow vessel, vault, body, skin', fr. I.-E. base

*qeu-t-, 'to cover, hide', whence also L. cutis,

OE. hyd, 'skin'. See liide, 'skin', and cp.

cyto-.

Cytherea, n., a name of Aphrodite or Venus. —
L., fr. Gk. KufV^pEta, lit. 'of Cythera', fr. Ku-

&if]pa (pi.), name of an island in the Aegean Sea

(now called Cerigo), celebrated for the worship

of Aphrodite. Cp. next word.

IDerivatives : Cythere-an, adj., pertaining to

Aphrodite.

Cytherella, n., a genus of crustaceans (zool) —
ModL., formed with dimin. suff. -ella fr. L.

Cythera, a var. of Cytherea, 'Aphrodite'. See

prec. word.

Cytinus, n., a genus of plants of the family

RafBesiaceae (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xutlvoi;,

'flower of the pomegranate', wich derives perh.

fr. x'JTog, 'a hollow vessel'. See -cyte and -ine

(representing Gk. -liioi;).

Cytisus, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bot.) — L. cytisus, 'a kind of clover', fr. Gk.

xuTiao?, of s.m., a foreign word of unknown
origin.

cytitis, n., inflammation of the skin (med) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk. xuto;,

'skin'. See -cyte.

cyto-, before a vowel cyt-, combining form mean-

ing 'pertaining to a cell or cells'. — Gk. xuxo-,

XUT-, fr. xuToc;, 'a hollow vessel'. See -cyte.

cytology, n., study of the structure, functions and

life history of cells (biol.) — Lit. 'study of cells',

compounded of cyto- and -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoc,,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: cytolog-ic-al, adj., cytologic-al-ly,

adv.

cytoplasm, n., the protoplasm of the cells (biol.

— Compounded of cyto- and Gk. 7tXaCT(i.a,

'something molded'. See plasma.

Derivative: cytoplasm-ic, adj.

czar, tsar, n. — Russ. tsar, fr. earlier tsesar\ fr.

OSlav. cesari, fr. Goth, kaisar (which is rel. to

OE. cdsere, OHG. keisar, OFris., MHG. keiser,

G. Kaiser), 'emperor', fr. L. Caesar, tit\c adopted

by Augustus and the succeeding Roman em-

perors from the cognomen of Caius Julius

Caesar. Cp. Caesar, kaiser. For sense develop-

ment cp. Lith. karSlius, OSlav. kralji, 'king', fr.

L. Carolus, 'Charles' in Carolus Magnus, i.e.

'Charlemagne' (see churl).

czardas, n., a Hungarian national dance. — See

csardas.

czarevitch, tsarevitch, n., a son of the czar (in

contradistinction to cesarevitch, which denotes

the eldest son of the czar). — Russ. tsarevitch,

fr. tsar. See czar.

czarina, tsarina, n., title of an empress of Russia.

— G. Zarin (formerly spelled Czarin), fr. Zar,

'czar'. The Russian equivalent is tsaritsa. See

next word.

czaritza, n., czarina. — Russ. tsaritsa, fr. tsar,

'czar'. See czar and cp. prec. word.

Czech, n., a Slavic native of Bohemia. — Polish

spelling of Czech Cech, inhabitant of Cechy,

'Bohemia'.

Czechoslovak, n. — Back formation fr. Czecho-

slovakia.

Czechoslovakia, n. — Lit. 'the land of the Czechs

and the Slovaks'.
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dab, tr. and intr. v., to touch or strike lightly. —
ME. dabben, prob. fr. MDu. d'abben, 'to pinch,

dabble', which is prob. of imitative origin. Cp.
dabble, dap, dib, 'knucklebone', and tap, 'to

strike lightly'.

Derivatives: dab, n. (q.v.), dabb-er, n.

dab, n., a light blow; a soft or flattish mass. —
Fr. prec. word.

dab, n., any small flatfish. — Fr. dab, 'a soft or

flattish mass'.

dab, n., a skillful person (colloq.) — Prob. fr.

dab, 'to strike lightly'.

dabb, also dab, n., a large Arabian lizard (Uro-

mastix spinipes). — Arab, dabb, 'the thorn-

tailed lizard', rel. to Heb. tzdbh, Aram, tzabbd,

Syr. 'abbd, 'dbhd, of s.m.

dabble, tr. and intr. v. — Freq. formed with suff.

-le fr. dab, 'to strike lightly'.

Derivatives: dabbl-er, n., dabbl-ing, ad}., dabbl-

ing-ly, adv., dabbl-ing-ness, n.

dabchick, n., i) the little grebe of Europe; 2) the

pied-billed grebe of America. — Fr. earlier dap-

chick, lit. 'dipping chick'. See dap and chick

and cp. didapper.

da capo, from the beginning (mus.) — It., 'from

the head, from the beginning'. The first word
is a contraction of L. de, 'from, away from',

and a, 'away from, from; by'; see de- and a-,

'from'. The second word derives fr. L. caput,

'head'; see capital, adj., and cp. the first word
in dal segno,

dace, n., a small cyprinoid fish. — ME. darce,

fr. OF. darz, dars, fr. ML. darsus, a word of

Gaulish origin. F. dard, 'dace', was influenced

in form by a confusion with F. dard, 'dart'

(see dart).

dachshund, n., a small dog of German breed. —
G., compounded of Dachs, 'badger' and Hund,

'dog'. The first element is rel. to Du. das and
to the second element in Dan. and Norw. svin-

toks, and lit. means 'the builder'; it is cogn.

with 01. tdkfati, 'fashions, constructs', Gk.

-TEXToiv, 'carpenter', ziyyr^, 'handicraft, art', L.

texere, 'to weave'. ML. taxus, la.xo, F. taisson,

Sp. texon, later tejon. It. tasso, 'badger', are

Teut. loan words. See technic and cp. text. Cp.

also Taxidea and the second element in ratel.

For the second element see hound.

Dacian, adj., pertaining to Dacia. — Formed
with suff'. -an fr. L. Dacia, 'Dacia', fr. Gk. Aaxia.

Cp. next word.

dacite, n., an igneous rock (petrogr.)— Formed
with subst. suff. -ite fr. L. Dacia. See prec.

word.

dacoit, n., one of an armed gang of robbers. —
Hind, ddkdit, daka, 'gang robbery'.

Derivative: dacoit, tr. and intr. v.

dacoity, n., robbery by dacoits. — Hind, ddkaiti

'gang robbery', fr. dakait. See prec. word.

dacron, n., a washable synthetic fabric; (cap.) a

trademark.

dacry-. — See dacryo-.

Dacrydium, n., a genus of plants of the yew
family (bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. Saxpu, Saxpuov,

'tear' (see dacryo-); so called in allusion to the

resinous exudations.

dacryo-, before a vowel dacry-, combining form
meaning 'tear; lachrymal'. — Gk. Saxpuo-,

Saxpu-, fr. Saxpuov, 'tear'. See tear, n., and cp.

lachrymal.

dacryon, n., the point of junction of the lachry-

mal and the frontal bone (craniometry). —
ModL., fr. Gk. Saxpuov, 'tear'; see dacryo-.

The name dacryon was introduced into cranio-

metry by the French surgeon and anthropol-

ogist Paul Broca (1824-80).

dactyl, n., a metrical foot consisting of one long

syllable followed by two short syllables or one

accented followed by two unaccented (pros.)—
L. dactylus, fr. Gk. SaxTuXo^, 'finger; dactyl'

(so called in allusion to the three joints of the

finger): of uncertain etymology. Gk. Six-pjXoc

in this sense is not related to SaxxuXoi;, 'date'

(see date, the fruit), nor is it cogn. with L. digitus,

'finger'. Cp. next word and Daetylis. Cp. also

adactylous, and the second element in lepto-

dactyl, monodactylous, tridactyl, pentadactyl.

Dactyl, n., one of the priests of Cybele (Greek

mythol.) — L. Dactyli, 'the Dactyls', fr. Gk.

AaxTuXoi, lit. 'Fingers', pi. of SaxTjXoi; (see

prec. word); so called because they were ten

in number.

dactylic, adj., pertaining to, or consisting of,

dactyls. — L. dactyticus, fr. Gk. Saxx-jXixo?,

'pertaining to a dactyl', fr. SixTuXo^. See dactyl

and -ic.

Derivative: dactylic, n., a dactylic verse.

dactylic-, combining form meaning 'finger ring'.

— Gk. SaxTjX'.o-, fr. SaxTJXio;, 'finger ring,

signet', fr. Sax-rjXo?. See dactyl.

dactylioglyph, n., an engraver of rings. — Gk.

SaxT-jAioyXu^yo;, 'an engraver of gems for finger

rings', fr. SaxTuXto:, 'finger ring', and -yXu90c,

fr. yXu^eiv, 'to carve, engrave'. See dactylic- and

glyph.

dactyliography, n.. the study of gem engraving. —
Compounded of dactylic- and Gk. -ypa9ta, fr.

ypa9£iv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

Derivatives: dactyliograph-er,n., dactytiograph-

ic, adj.

dactylicmancy, n., divination by means of a finger

ring. — Compounded of dactylio- and Gk.
[xavTEii, 'oracle, divination'. See -mancy.

Daetylis, n., a genus of grasses (bot.) — ModL.,
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fr. Gk. SaxTuXo?, 'finger' (see dactyl); so called

from the digitate spikes.

dactylo-, before a vowel dactyl-, combining form

meaning 'finger' or 'toe'. — Gk. SaxxuXo-,

SaxTuX-, fr. SaxTuXo;, 'finger; toe'. See dactyl.

dactylogram, n., fingerprint. — Compounded of

dactylo- and Gk. ypA[i\j.oi, 'that which is written'.

See -gram.

dactylography, n., i) dactylology; 2) the study of

fingerprints. — Compounded of dactylo- and

Gk. -ypaqjia, fr. ypit^eiv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

dactyloid, adj., resembling a finger. — Gk.

SaxTuXosiS-:/)?' 'fingerlike', fr. SaxruXoi;, 'finger',

and -osiSr]?, 'like', fr. slSoi;, 'form, shape'. See

dactyl- and -old.

dactylology, n., the art of communicating ideas

by signs made with the fingers.— Lit. 'the study

of the fingers', fr. dactylo- and Gk. -XoyiS, fr.

-X6yoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

dactyloscopy, n., identification by means of

fingerprints. — Compounded of dactylo- and

Gk. -(jx67tiov, fr. axoTteTv, 'to look at, examine'.

See -scopy.

Dacus, n., a genus of flies, the olive fly (enlomol.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. Saxoi;, 'any animal, the bite

of which is dangerous', lit. 'a biting animal',

rel. to Saxveiv, 'to bite'. Sot?, 'biting', 8i}Y[xa, 'a

biting', SriKirriQ, 'biter', fr. I.-E. base *denk-,

'to bite", whence also OI. ddsati (for *dtfketi),

'bites', ON. long, OE. tang, lange, 'tongs'. See

tongs and cp. the second element in carpodacus,

Tridacna, Demodex, Mixodectes.

dad, daddy, n., father. — A child's word. Cp.

W. tad, dad, Ir. daid, Co. tat, 'father', hendat,

'grandfather', Czech tdta, Russ. tdta, Lith.

letis, tete, 'father', OPruss. thetis, 'father, old

man', Ir. daid, Co. tat, W., Bret, tad, tat, 'father',

Alb. tatc, 'father', L. tata, 'father', Gk. xdcTa,

'father, xaTa, Texxa, 'O father, daddy', xaxa-

Xt^etv, 'to flatter', ModGk. SaSa?, 'father', OI.

tdtah, 'father, son', which all are of childish

origin.

Dada, n,, an artistic movement characterized by

incoherence and the love of paradoxes (art and

lit.) — F. dada, prop, a child's word meaning

'horse, hobby horse, hobby'. This word was

chosen in 1916 by Tristan Tzara, a Rumanian-

born poet and editor in Paris (1896- 1963), to

designate this artistic movement.

Dadaism, n., Dada. — F. dadalsme, formed from

prec. word with sufT. -isme (see -ism).

Dadaist, n., an adherent of DadaU-m. — F. dada-

iste, formed fr. Dada with suff. -iste (see -ist).

dado, n., a part of the pedestal. — It. dado, 'die,

cube, pedestal', fr. L. datus, 'given', pp. of dare,

'to give'. See date, 'point of time', and cp.

die, 'cube'.

Derivative: dado, tr. v.

daducfaus, dadouchos, n., torchbearer in the Eleu-

sian mysteries.— L. daduchus, fr. Gk. SqcSoGxoi;,

'torchbearer*, which stands for *8q;8o-6xoc and

is compounded of Sat?, 8a:? (gen. SatSo?, resp.

SaSo?), 'torch', and ^xeiv, 'to hold, have'. The

first element is rel. to Saietv (for *S(ifteiv), 'to

blaze, bum', and cogn. with OI. dundti, 'bums',

ddvdh, 'conflagration', Olr. doim, 'I singe, bum'.

Cp. the first element in Deianira. For the second

element see hectic.

daedal, adj., ingenious, skillful. — L. daedalus, fr.

Gk. SaiSaXo?, 'cunningly made', fr. SatSoXXsiv,

'to work cunningly or skillfully', which stands

for *8ai-St£Xisiv and is formed with redupli-

cation of I.-E. base *del-, *dol-, 'to split, cut,

carve', which appears in OI. ddlati, 'splits,

bursts', ddldyati, 'causes to burst, splits open',

dalam, 'part, piece', L. doldre, 'to hew with an

ax', ddlium, 'a very large jar'. See dole, 'grief,

and cp. Daedalus, dal and the second element in

logodaedaly. Cp. also tale. The word daedal was

first used in English by Spenser.

daedalian, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, the

work of Daedalus. — See Daedalus and -ian.

Daedalus, n., the mythical artist, father of Icarus

and builder of the Cretan labyrinth.— L., fr. Gk.

AatSaXo?, lit. 'the cunning worker'. See daedal,

daemon, n. — L., fr. Gk. Saifxtov. See demon,

daemonic, adj.— Late L. daemonicus, fr. L. dae-

mon. See daemon and -ic.

daffodil, n. — Du. de affodil, 'the asphodel', fr.

OF. affrodile, a var. of asfodile, fr. L. aspho-

detus. See the, def. art. and asphodel,

daffodilly, daffadilly, daffadowndilly, daffydown-

dilly, n., a daffodil. — Poetic and dial, variants

of prec. word.

daft, adj., foolish (dial.) — ME. dafte, 'meek;

stupid', fr. OE. (ge)ddsfte, 'mild, gentle', rel. to

gedafen, gedefe, 'suitable', Goth, gadaban, 'to

be fit'. See deft. For sense development cp. silly,

simple.

Derivatives: daft-ly, adv., daft-ness, n.

dag, n., a kind of long pistol formerly used. —
Of uncertain origin.

dagesh, n. — See daghesh.

dagger, n. — F. dague (whence also MDu. dagge,

Dan. dagger!, G. Degen), fr. OProven?. daga,

a word of Celtic origin. Cp. Gael, dag, dager,

'dagger'.

Derivatives: dagger, tr. v., dagger-ed, adj.

daggle, tr. v., to make wet by sprinkling; to

draggle. — Formed with frequent, suff. -le from

dial. E. dag, 'to sprinkle with water, to wet',

fr. dial. E. dag, 'mist, drizzling rain', which is a

Scand. loan word. Cp. ON. dogg, 'dew', and

see dew.

daghesh, dagesh, n., dot in a letter denoting the

reduplication of a consonant or the harder pro-

nunciation of the consonants b, g, d, k, p, t

(Hebrew and Aram, gram.) — Medieval

Heb., fr. Syriac ddghish, active participle of

d^ghash, 'he pricked, pointed'.

Derivative: daghesh, dagesh, tr. v.

dago, n., a name given contemptuously to Span-

iards, Portuguese and Italians. — From cor-
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ruption of the Sp. PN. Diego, equivalent to

E. James.

dagoba, n., a Buddhist shrine.— Singhal. ddgaba,

fr. Pali dhdtugabbha, fr. OI. dhdtugarbhah, which

is compounded of dhdtuh, 'layer, ingredient',

and garbhah, 'womb, interior'. OI. dhdtuh,

derives from the stem of dadhdti, 'he puts,

places', fr. I.-E. base *dhe-, 'to place' ; see do, v.

01. garbhah is a derivative of I.-E. base *g^elbh-

*g'^olbh-, 'womb; young of an animal', whence

also Gk. SeXqjii?, 80X96;, 'womb', Goth kalbo,

OE. cealf, 'calf; see calf.

Dagon, n., the main god of the Philistines. — L.,

fr. Gk. Aaycov, fr. Heb. DdgSn, which prob.

derives fr. Heb. dag, 'fish'.

daguerreotype, n., an early kind of photograph.

—

F. daguerreotype, a hybrid coined fr. the name
of (Louis) Daguerre (1789-1851), inventor of the

process, and F. type, fr. Gk. tuttoi;, 'blow,

mark, impression'. See type, -type.

Derivatives: daguerreotype, tr. v., daguerreotyp-

er, n., daguerreotyp-ist, n., daguerreo-typ-y, n.

dah, n., a large hewing knife (India). — Hind.

ddo, fr. 01. ddtram, 'sickle', from the stem of

dati, dydti, 'cuts, separates, divides', dd-yate,

'divides, participates, destroys', fr. I.-E. base

*dd-, *ddi-, *dt-, *d^-, 'to cut off, separate, di-

vide, distribute', whence also ddtar-, 'reaper,

mower', ditih, 'division', Gk. Saieaftai, 'to di-

vide, distribute; to feed on', 8at[jt(ov, 'god,

goddess', lit. 'divider, distributor (of men's

destinies)'. See demon and words there referred

to.

dahabiah, dahabeah, n., a sailing boat used on

the Nile. — Arab, dh.chcbtya'', lit. 'the golden

one', fern, of dhahabt, fr. dhdhab, 'gold', which

is rel. to Heb. zdhdbh, Aram.-Syr. d%abh,

dahdbhd, 'gold', Heb. tzdhSbh, 'gleaming, yel-

low', Arab, fdhiba, 'was reddish yellow', dfhabu,

'reddish yellow'.

Dahlia, n., name of a genus of Mexican plants

of the family Compositae. — ModL., named

by the Spanish botanist Antonio Jose Cavanilles

(1745-1804) in 1791 after the Swedish botanist,

Anders Dahl, a pupil of Linnaeus. For the

ending see suff. -ia.

Dail Eireann, n., the lower house of the Parlia-

ment of the Irish Free State. — Lit. 'assembly

of Ireland', fr. Ir. ddil, 'assembly', and Eireann,

gen. of Eire, 'Ireland'. Cp. Erin.

daily, adj. — ME. daili, fr. OE. dxgttc, fr. dieg,

'day'. See day and adj. suff. -ly.

Derivatives: daily, n. and adv., daili-ness, n.

daimio, daimyo, n., a feudal prince of Japan. —
Jap., lit. 'a great name', fr. Chin, dai, 'great',

and mio, myo, 'name'.

dainty, n. — ME. deintee, fr. OF. daintie, deintie,

'pleasure, delicacy', fr. L. dignitatem, ace. of

dignitds, 'greatness, rank, dignity'. See dignity,

which is a doublet of dainty.

Derivatives: dainty, adj., dainti-ly, adv., dainti-

ness, n.

daira, n., formerly, estates of the Egyptian khe-

dive. — Arab, dd'ira" (in vulgar pronunciation

ddyra), 'circle, enclosure', prop. fem. partic.

of ddra, 'he moved in a circle, went about',

which is rel. to ddr, 'house', orig. 'buildings sur-

rounding a court', daur, 'circumference', dahr,

'long time, age', Heb. dur (n.), 'circle, ball', dUr

(v.), 'to dwell', orig. 'to move in a circle', dor,

'generation', Mishnaic Heb. mddhSr, 'dwelling

place', Aram. dUr, 'to dwell', m^dhor, m'dhdr,

'dwelling place', ddr, 'generation', Akkad. dUru,

'wall, fortress', also 'duration, eternity', ddra,

'everlasting'. Cp. next word.

daira, n., a large kind of Oriental tambourine. —
Fr. dayra, vulgar Arab pronunciation of dd'ira'',

'circle, tambourine'. See prec. word.

dairy, n. — ME. deierie, formed with suff. -erie

fr. deie, 'dairymaid', fr. OE. dxge '(female)

breadmaker', lit. 'kneader of dough', fr. dag,

'dough'. Cp. ON. deigja, Swed. deja, 'dairy-

maid', which derive fr. ON. deig, resp. Swed.

deg, 'dough', and see dough. Cp. also the second

element in lady. For the ending see -ery.

Derivative: rfa/ry-iVig^, n.

dais, n., a raised platform in a hall. — ME. dels,

deys, fr. OF. dels, dois, 'table; platform' (whence

F. dais, 'canopy'), fr. VL. discus, 'table', fr. L.

discus, 'quoit, dish, disc'. See dish, disk and

cp. desk.

daisy, n. — ME. dales eie, fr. OE. dieges ege,

dsges eage, lit. 'day's eye' (see day and eye); so

called because it opens its flower in the morning.

Daisy, fem. PN. — Orig. used as a pet name for

Margaret, F. marguerite being identical in

meaning with E. daisy.

daitya, n., a demon (Hindu mythol.) — OI. dai-

tya-, lit. 'a daughter of Diti', a metronymic

formed fr. Diti, an aphetic form of Aditi. See

Aditi.

daiva, n., the second form of marriage (India). ~

01. daivah, 'marriage rite', lit. 'peculiar to the

gods, divine', fr. devdh, 'god'. See deva and

cp. Devi.

dak, n. — A var. of dawk.

Daksha, n., one of the Prajapatis, a son of Brah-

ma (Hindu mythol.) — OI. Ddk?ah, lit. 'able,

apt, clever, competent, intelligent', rel. to ddk-

sinah, dakfindh, 'the able one' (i.e. 'the milch

cow'), and cogn. with Gk. 8e5i.6;, 'on the right

hand', L. dexter, of s.m. See dexter.

dal, also dhal, dhall, n., split pea (India). — Hind.

ddl, fr. 01. ddlati, 'bursts, splits', rel. to OI.

dalam, 'piece', fr. I.-E. base *del-, *dol-, 'to

split, cut, carve', whence L. doldre, 'to chip, cut

out', ddlium, 'a large jar, vessel'. See dole,

'grief, and cp. words there referred to. For the

sense development of Hind, ddl, 'split pea', fr.

01. ddlati, 'bursts, splits', cp. E. split pea.

Dalai Lama, the Grand Lama of Tibet. — Lit.

'the Ocean Lama", fr. Mongolian dalai, 'ocean',

and Tibetan blama, lama, 'lama'. See Lama.

Dalbergia, n., a genus of trees of the pea family
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(60/.) — ModL., named after the Swedish

physician Nils Dalberg (1736-1820). For the

ending see suff. -ia.

dale, n., valley. — ME., fr. OE. dxl, rel. to OS.,

Du., Goth. daU ON. dair, OHG., MHO., G. tal,

'valley', and cogn. with OSlav. dolii, 'pit' (rfo)

dolii, 'down, downward', Russ. dot, 'valley', Gk.

O-aJvajiO.;, 'inner room', ^(ikoc,, 'dome, round

chamber, circular vault', and the second ele-

ment in orf-^i3.\\Lhq, 'eye', lit. 'vault of the eye'.

All these words are traceable to I.-E. *dhol-,

'something bent', 'convex or concave surface'.

Cp. dell, dollar. Cp. also thalamus, ophthalmo-.

dale, n., spout, trough. — Fr. ON. daela, 'gutter',

prob. through the medium of MF. (= F.) dalle,

'gutter; slab (of marble)'. Cp. dalle.

dalesman, n., one who lives in a valley. — Com-
pounded of dale, 'valley', and man.

daleth, n., name of the 4th letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. — Heb. daleth, pausal form ofdeleth,

'door', which is rel. to Ugar. dl, Akkad. daltu,

'door'; so called in allusion to the ancient He-

brew form of this letter. Cp. delta. For the form

cp. aleph, tamedh, samekh.

Dalibardia, n., a genus of American plants {bot.)

— ModL., named after the French botanist

Thomas-Franfois Dalihard (1703-79). For the

ending see suff. -ia.

dalle, n., a slab. — F., fr. ON. dsela, 'gutter'. Cp.

dale, 'spout, trough'.

dalliance, n. — ME. daliance, fr. dalien, 'to chat'.

See next word and -ance.

dally, intr. v., i) to sport; 2) to trifle; 3) to waste

time. — ME. dalien, 'to chat', fr. OF. datier, 'to

converse, talk, chat', which is of uncertain

origin. Derivatives: dalliance (q.v.), dally-ing,

adj., dally-ing-ly, adv.

Dalmatian, adj., pertaining to Dalmatia; n., one

of the inhabitants of Dalmatia. — Formed with

suff. -an fr. L. Dalmatia, name of the country

on the eastern coast of the Adriatic. Cp. dal-

matic.

Dalmatian, n., a large white colored dog with

black spots. — Short for Dalmatian dog; so

called from its alleged place of origin.

dalmatic, adj., a vestment worn by deacons, bish-

ops, etc. - - Fr. L. Dalmalica (scil. tunica or

vesiis), 'garment made of Dalmatian wool'. See

Dalmatian, adj., and -ic.

dal segno, musical direction to return to the sign.

— It., lit. 'from the sign'. The first word is con-

tracted from da, 'from', and the def. article il

(fr. L. ilium, ace. of ille, 'that one'). See da capo

and ille. The second word derives fr. L. signum,

'sign'. See sign and cp. al segno.

daltonism, n., color blindness. — Named after

the English chemist and physicist John Dalton

(1766-1844), who first described it in 1794. For
the ending see suff. -ism.

dam, n., an earth bank built to obstruct the water

of a river. — ME. dam, fr. MDu. dam, damm
(Du. dam), which is rel. to ON. dammr, 'dam'.

MHG. tarn, G. Damm, and to OE. for-demman,

Goth, faur-dammjan, 'to stop up', and prob.

cogn. with Gk. (to:) ft£|jtsftXa, 'foundations,

lowest part', fr. I.-E. base *dhe-, 'to place'. See

do, v., and cp. theme.

Derivative: dam, tr. v., to obstruct by a dam,

damm-er, n.

dam, n., a female parent. — ME. dam, dame, fr.

OF. dame. See dame.

dam, n., the name of a former copper coin in

India. — Hind. dam.

Dama, n., the genus of the fallow deer. — L.

ddma, damma, 'fallow deer', prob. a Celtic loan

word. Cp. Olr. dam, 'ox', dam atlaid, 'stag'

(prop, 'wild ox'), W. dafad, 'sheep', and see doe.

damage, n. — ME., fr. OF. damage (F. dommage),

fr. VL. *damndticum, fr. L. damnum, 'harm,

loss'. See damn and subst. suff. -age. F. dom-

mage was prob. influenced in form by a con-

fusion with L. dominu.i, 'lord, master'.

Derivatives: damage, tr. and intr. v., damag-er,

n., damage-able, adj., damage-abl-y, adv., dam-

age-able-ness, n.

daman, n., a small rabbitlike mammal (Procavia

syriacd), the cony of the English version of the

Bible (see e.g. Lev. 11:5). — Arab, damdn h-

rd'il, 'sheep of Israel'.

damascene, n., damson plum. — Lit. 'plum of

Damascus', fr. L. Damascena (scil. prUna),

'plums of Damascus', neut. pi. of Damascenus,

'of Damascus', fr. Damascus. See damask and

-ene and cp. damson.

damascene, tr. v., to ornament metals with inlaid

patterns in gold or silver. — Fr. L. Damascenus,

'of Damascus'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: damascen-ed, adj., damascen-er, n.

damask, n., a woven figured fabric. — Orig.

'textile manufactured in Damascus', fr. It. da-

masco, fr. L. Damascus, fr. Heb. Dammeseq,

name of the ancient city situated on the river

Amanah (= Gk. Xpuaoppoac, now called Nahr

Barada). Cp. damascene, damaskeen, damase,

damassin.

Derivative: damask, adj. and tr. v.

damaskeen, tr. v., to damascene. — F. damasqui-

ner, from the early French adjective damasquin,

'of Damascus', fr. It. damasco. See prec. word.

damasse, adj., woven like damask; n., a da-

masse fabric. — F., prop. pp. of damasser, 'to

damask', fr. damas, 'damask', fr. Damas,

French name of Damascus, fr. L. Damascus.

See damask.

damassin, n., a kind of damask. — F., fr. damas,

'damask'. See prec. word.

dame, n., a noble lady. — ME. dame, ir. OF.

(= F.) dame, fr. L. domina, 'the mistress of a

household', fern, ofdominus, 'lord', prop, 'own-

er of the house', and rel. to domus, 'house'. For

the form cp. tribunus, fr. trihus, 'tribe'. Dominus

is only indirectly rel. to domdre, 'to tame' (sec

dome and cp. dominate); but was directly in-

fluenced in meaning by it. See Walde-Pokorny,

f
i

VWIS., I, 787- Cp. dam, 'female parent', bel-

dam(e), belladonna, duenna, madam, madame,
demijohn, grandam.

dammar, n., a resin used for making varnish. —
Malay damar.

damn, tr. v., to condemn; intr. v., to say 'damn',

to swear.— ME. damnen, fr. OF. damner, damp-
ner (F. damner), fr. L. damndre, 'to injure, cause

loss, condemn', fr. damnum, 'harm, loss', which

stands for *dap-nom and orig. meant 'expsndi-

ture', and is rel. to daps, 'sacrificial feast, ban-

quet', and cogn. with Gk. SaTravi), 'cost, expen-

diture', SaTTTEiv, 'to devour', OI. ddpayate, 'he

shares', and prob. also with Toch. A tap-, 'to

eat'. All these words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base

*dap-, a -p-enlargement of I.-E. base *da-,

*ddi-, *dt-, *d^-, 'to cut off, separate, divide,

distribute', whence OI. ddti, dydti, 'cuts, sepa-

rates, divides', dd-yate, 'divides', Gk. SaieaS-ai,

'to divide, distribute; to feed on', SaijAtov, 'god,

goddess', lit. 'divider, distributor (of men's

destinies)'. See demon and cp. damage, condemn,

indemnify. Cp. also the first element in dapifer.

Derivatives: damn, n., damnable (q.v.), dam-

nation (q.v.), damnatory (q.v.), damn-ed, adj.,

damn-er, n., damn-ing, adj., damn-ing-ly, adv.,

damn-ing-ness, n.

damnable, adj. — ME., fr. Late L. damndbilis,

'worthy of condemnation, damnable', fr. dam-
ndre. See damn and -able.

Derivatives: damnabit-ity, n., damnable-ness, n.,

damnabl-y, adv.

damnation, n., condemnation. — OF. (= F.), fr.

L. damndtionem, ace. of damndtio, 'condem-

nation', fr. damndtus, pp. of damndre. See damn
and -ation and cp. condemnation.

damnatory, adj., condemnatory. — L. damndto-

rius, fr. damndtus, pp. of damndre. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ory and cp. condemnatory.

damnify, tr. v., to cause damage. — OF. dam-

nifier, fr. Late L. damnificdre, fr. L. damnificus,

'injurious, hurtful', which is compounded of

damnum, 'harm, loss', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to

make do'. See damn and -fy and cp. indemnify.

Derivative: daminific-ation, n.

Damocles, n., a courtier of Dionysius I, tyrant of

Syracuse.— Dor. Gk. AajioxXTJ;, corresponding

to Ion. Aif)[xoKX^<;. The name lit. means 'fame of

the people', and is compounded of S^(j.o; (Dor.

Sapioi;), 'people', and yikioc, (Dor. xXsfo?), 'fame'

(see demos and loud). — Sword of Damocles is

used to denote an imminent danger, in allusion

to the banquet at which Dionysius seated Da-
mocles so that a sword was suspended over his

head by a single hair.

damoiseau, n., a young nobleman who has not

yet been made a knight. — OF., fr. earlier da-

moisel, fr. VL. *dominieellus, dimin. of L. do-

minus, 'lord*. See damsel and words there re-

ferred to.

damosel, n. — An archaic var. of damsel.

damourite, n., hydromica {mineral.) — Named

after the French chemist A. Z)«moHr( 1808- 1902).
For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

damp, n. — MDu. (= Du.), 'vapor', rel. to Dan.
damp, OHG., MHG. damph, tamph, G. Dampf,
of s.m., ON. dampi, 'dust', and in gradational

relationship to MHG. dimpfen, 'to smoke', OE.
dimme, dim, 'dark, obscure'. See dim and cp.

dump, 'sadness'. Cp. also dank.

Derivatives: damp, adj. and tr. v., damp-en, tr.

and intr. v., damp-er, n., damp-ish, adj., damp-Iy,

adv., damp-ness, n.

damsel, n., a girl. — ME. dameisele, fr. OF. da-

meisele, damoiselle, 'a woman of noble birth'

(whence F. demoiselle, 'young lady'), fr. VL.

*dominicella, dimin. of L. domina, 'mistress'

(see dame), fem. of dominus, 'master, lord'. See

dominus, dome, 'building', and cp. damoiseau,

demoiselle, doncella, donzella, mademoiselle. For

the ending see suff. -el.

damson, n., a small, purple plum. — ME. dama-

sin (plumme), prop, '(plum) of Damascus'. Cp.

L. Damascena prima, 'plums of Damascus', and

see damascene, n.

Dan, i) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible: a) son of

Jacob and Bilhah; b) the tribe descended from

him. — Heb. Dan, lit. 'he who judges', rel. to

Heb. din, 'to judge', Aram. dUn, din, Syr. din,

Ugar. dn, Akkad, ddnu, of s.m., Heb. and Aram.

din, 'judgment', dayydn, Akkad. daydnu, 'judge',

Aram, m'dhini'', 'district, province' (whence

Heb. m'dhind'', Syr. m^dhittii, of s.m., Arab, ma-

dtna'', 'city'), orig. 'district of jurisdiction', Heb.

mddhSn, 'strife, contention'. Cp. Daniel, Dinah.

Cp. also Danaiis.

Dan, n., a title of honor equivalent to Master. —
OF. dan, fr. L. dominus, 'lord, master'. F. dom
(an ecclesiastic title) also derives fr. L. dominus

(through the medium of It. don, short form of

donno). See dominus, dome, 'building', and cp.

Dom, domine, dominie, domino, donna.

Danae, n., daughter of Acrisius and mother of

Perseus {Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Aavdci],

lit. prob. meaning 'she who judges', and rel. to

Aava6g. See Danatts.

Danaid, n., one of the Danaides.— See Danaides.

Danaidean, adj., pertaining to the Danaides. —
Formed fr. Danaides with suff. -an.

Danaides, Danaids, n. pi., the fifty daughters of

Danaus, king of Argos, who—with the ex-

ception of Hypermnestra—killed their hus-

bands, at their father's command. For this

crime they were condemned to draw water per-

petually with vessels that had no bottoms

{Greek mythol.)— L. Danaides, fr. Gk . AavatSe*;,

'daughters of Danaus', fr. Aava6i; 'Danaiis'.

See DanaOs.

danaite, n., a cobaltic arsenopyrite {mineral.) —
Named after the chemist J. Freeman Dana, of

Boston (died in 1827). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

danalite, n., a reddish mineral. — Named after

the American mineralogist James Dwight Dana
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(1813-95). For the ending see combining form
-lite.

Danaiis, n., a king of Argos, who commanded his

fifty daughters, the Danaides, to murder their

husbands on the wedding night (Greek mythol.)

— L. Danaus, fr. Glc. Aavao? (whence the pi.

Aavaoi, 'the Danaans', i.e. 'descendants or sub-

jects of Danaiis', whence 'the Greeks', in gen-

eral), which prob. derives fr. Heb.-Phoen. Dan,

and lit. means 'one who judges'; see Dan, PN.,

and cp. Danag, Danaides. This etymol. is cor-

roborated by the fact that the myth of Belus

and the Danaides "records the early arrival in

Greece of Helladic colonists from Palestine"

(quoted from Robert Graves, 'The Greek

Myths', I, p. 203, Penguin Books). For other

Greek mythological names of Hebrew origin

cp. Cadmus, Niobe. — According to Kretsch-

mer, Glotta 24, 15 if., the Danaans are identical

with the men of Taruuis, king of the Scythians,

who allegedly came to Argos in the 15th cent.

B.C.E. and became blended with the Greeks.

Kretschmer also assumes that there is a relation-

ship between Tanaus and the river names Tanais

and L. Ddnubius (whence F. and E. Danube),

and Ddnu-, name of an Indo-Iranian people.

See Frisk, GEW., I, p. 347 s.v. Aavaol and cp.

Albert Camoy, Dictionnaire etymologique de

la mythologie grteo-romaine, p. 42 s.v. *Da-

naos. — Cp. Danae, Danaides.

dance, intr. and tr. v. — ME. dancen, dauncen,

fr. OF. dancer (F. danser), prob. borrowed fr.

Frankish *dintjan, 'to move to and fro', Which

is rel. to Du. deinzen; cp. danseuse. Cp. It. dan-

zare, OProvenf. dansar, Sp. danzar. Port, dan-

far, Du. dansen, G. tanzen, 'to dance', which

derive fr. OF, dander.

Derivatives: danc-er, n., danc-er-ess, n., danc-

ing, n.

dance, n. — ME. daunce, fr. OF. dance, fr. dan-

der. See dance, v.

dancetty, dancette, adj., indented (her.) — Fr. F.

danrhe, 'indented', pp. of dancher, fr. OF. den-

chier, fr. VL. *denlidre, 'to provide with teeth',

fr. L. dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth'. See denti-.

dandelion, n., a weed with yellow flowers. — F.

dent de lion, 'lion's tooth', fr. L. dentem, ace. of

dens, 'tooth', de, 'from, away from', and leonem,

ace. of leo, 'lion' ; see denti-, de- and lion. The
plant was so called from its indented leaves. Cp.

Leontodon.

dander, intr. v., to stroll, wander about. —Cp.
dandle.

dander, n., temper, anger. — Of uncertain origin.

dandiacal, adj., resembling a dandy. — Formed
fr. dandy on analogy of hypochondriacal and

other adjectives ending in -iacal.

Dandie Dinmont terrier, n.—Named after Dandy
Dinmont, a farmer in Scott's Guy Mannering,

who possessed a special breed of terriers.

dandify, tr. v., to cause to resemble a dandy; to

dress up. — Compounded of dandy and -fy.

Derivative: dandific-ation, n.

dandle, tr. and intr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

It. dondolare, 'to dandle, swing', which is also

imitative, and F. dandiner, of s.m., which derives

fr. OF. dandin, 'small bell', a word of imitative

origin.

Derivative: dandl-er, n.

dandruff, dandriff, n. — The first element of this

compound is of uncertain origin. The second

derives fr. ON. hrufa, 'scab', which is rel. to

OHG. hruf, ruf, G. Rufe, MDu. rove, of s.m.,

ON, hrjQfr, OE. hreof, 'rough, scabby, leprous',

and cogn. with W. crawen, 'crust', Lith. krau-

pus, 'rough', Lett. kraUpa, 'scab'.

Derivative: dandruff-y, adj.

dandy, n., a fop. — Fr. Dandy, a var. of St. An-

drews. The name Andrews ult. derives fr. the

Greek PN. 'AvSpea?, which is rel. to avSpetoc,

'manly', both being derivatives of avrjp, gen,

(ivSpo?, 'man'. See andro-.

Derivatives: dandy, adj., and the hybrids dandy-

ish, adj., dandy-ism, n.

dandy, dandi, n., i) a boatman; 2) a hammock
(Anglo-Ind.) — Hind, ddndi, dondi, fr. ddnd,

dand, 'staff, stick, wand, oar', fr. OI. dariddfi,

of s.m., which is of uncertain etymology.

dandy, dandi, n., a Sivaitic mendicant. — Of the

same origin as prec. word; so called from the

small wand carried by him.

dandy, n, — Corruption of dengue.

Dane, n,, a native of Denmark. — ME, Dan, fr,

ON, Danir (pi.), lit. 'Lowlanders', which is rel.

to MLG. denne, 'lowland, wooded vale, den',

OE, denn, 'lair of a wild beast, den'. See den.

For sense development cp. Pole.

Derivatives: Dan-ish, adj, and n.

Danegeld, n,, an annual land tax (English hist.) —
ME., lit. 'tribute paid to the Danes', fr. Dane,

gen. pi. of Dan, 'Dane', and geld, 'payment, tri-

bute', fr, OE, gield, of s,m. See Dane and yield.

Danelaw, also Danelagh, n., Danish law prevail-

ing in the northeastern part of England held

by the Danes during the Danish Conquest, —
OE. Dena lagu, 'Danes' law'. See Dane and law.

danger, n, — ME, danger, 'power, difficulty, re-

sistance, jurisdiction', fr. OF. danger, 'power,

domination' (whence F. danger, 'danger'), fr,

VL, 'dominidrium, 'power', which derives fr.

dominus, 'master, lord'. The change of L. o to a

in OF. danger is due to the influence of L. dam-

num, 'damage'. See dominate and dome, 'build-

ing', and cp. dominion, dungeon.

Derivatives: danger-ous, adj., danger-ous-ly,

adv., danger-ous-ness, n,

dangle, intr. v., to hang loosely. — Of Scand. ori-

gin. Cp, Dan, dangle, Swed, dangla, 'to swing

about, dangle', which stemd in gradational re-

lationship to Dan dingle, Swed, and Norw.
dingla, of s.m. Cp. also adangle.

Derivatives: dangle, n,, dangl-er, n., dangl-ing,

adj,, dangl-ing-ly, adv.

Daniel, masc. PN., the hero of the Book of Da-
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niel (Bible). — Heb. DdnVil, lit. 'God is my
judge', rel. to Akkad. Ddnilu. For the first ele-

ment see Dan, PN., for the second see El.

dank, adj., moist, damp. — ME. danke, of Scand.

origin; cp. Swed. dank, 'moist place', ddnka,

'to moisten', which are rel. to OS. dunkar,

OFris. diunk, 'dark', ON. dokkr, Du. donker,

OHG. tunkal, dunkal, MHG. tunkel, G. dunkel,

of s.m., and to OHG., MHG, damph, MDu.,

Du. damp, 'vapbr'. See damp.

Derivatives: dank-ish, adj., dank-ish-ness, n.,

dank-ly, adv., dank-ness, n.

danseuse, n., a femaledancer. — F., fern, of dan-

seur, 'dancer', fr. danser, 'to dance'. See dance, v.

danta, n., a tapir. — Sp. and Port, danta, 'tapir',

fr. Sp. de anta, short for piel de anta, \oV)

buckskin', fr. de, 'of, from', and anta, 'elk, tapir,

buckskin', fr. Arab, lamt, 'antelope', the / of

which was mistaken for the article and conse-

quently dropped.

Dantesque, adj., resembling Dante or his style. —
Formed with suff. -esque from the name of the

poet Dante (i 265-1 321).

Danthonia, n., a genus of plants, the wild oat

grass (bot.) — ModL,, named after the French

botanist fitienne Danlhoine. For the ending see

suff, -ia.

dap, intr, and tr, v„ to fish by allowing the bait

to dip into the water, — Prob, of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. dab, 'to strike gently'.

Derivative: dap, n.

Daphne, n., a nymph (who was turned into a

laurel) (Greek mythol.) — L., fr, Gk, Aacpvirj, fr.

Sacpvri, 'laurel'. See next word and cp. Daphnis.

Daphne, n., a genus of plants of the mezereon

family (bot.) — Gk. SoL<^vq, 'laurel', rel. to Per-

gamene >.a9V7), Thessalian Saii/va, of s.m.; bor-

rowed—together with L. laurus, 'laurel'—from

a language of Asia Minor. Cp. prec. word and

laurel. Cp. also Daucus.

Daphnean, adj., pertaining to Daphne.— Formed

fr. Daphne with suff, -an.

Daphnis, n., a shepherd in Sicily, the inventor of

pastoral songs (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.

Aatpvii;, which is rel. to ^itf^t-q, 'bayberry', fr.

SdttpvTj, 'laurel'. See Daphne,

dapifer, n,, a servant waiting at table, — L,, 'a

bringer of meat', compounded of daps, gen.

dapis, 'sacrificial feast, banquet', lit, 'expense',

and ferd,ferre, 'to bear, carry'. The first element

is rel. to L. damnum (for *dap-nom), 'harm,

loss', orig, 'expenditure', and cogn, with Gk,

SaTiavY), 'cost, expenditure'. See damn. For the

second element in dapifer see -fer.

dapper, adj,, neat; smart. — ME. daper, 'agile,

strong', fr, MDu, (= Du,) dapper, 'strong,

valiant, brave', which is rel, to ON. dapr, 'de-

jected, sad', Dan. tapper, 'brave', OHG. tapfar,

'heavy, weighty', MHG. tapfer, dapfer, 'thick,

weighty'. Late MHG, and G, tapfer, 'brave', fr,

I.-E. base *dheb-, 'thick, heavy, strong', whence

also Toch. A tdppo, 'worth, force*, OSlav. dobrH,

Russ. dobryj, dobry, Czech and Slovak dobry,

'good', OSlav. rfe6e/«, 'thick', dial, Russ. debolyj,

'strong, powerfur,OPruss. debikan, 'large, great'.

Derivatives : dapper-ly, adv. dapper-ness, n.

dapple, n., a spot on the skin of an animal. —
Prob. of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. depill, 'a spot,

dot, a dog with spots above the eyes'.

Derivatives: dapple, adj. and tr. and intr. v.,

dappl-ed, adj.

dapple-gray, dapple-grey, adj. — A blend of

apple-gray and dapple.

darbies, n. pi., handcuff's (slang),— Prob. short-

ened fr. Father Darby's bands, in which phrase

Darby (prop, phonetic spelling of Derby) refers

to a usurer of this name.

Darby and Joan, an old, happy married couple.

— First referred to in the Gentleman's Maga-

zine of 1735, V. 153-

dare, intr. and tr. v. — ME. dar, 'I dare' (in the

past tense dorste, durste), fr. OE. ic dearr, 'I

dare' (in the past tense dorste), rel. to OHG. tar,

'I dare', Goth, ga-daursan, 'to dare', preterite

ga-dars, 'dared', fr. I.-E. base *dhars-, *dhers-,

'to dare, be courageous', whence also OI.

dhdrfati, 'dares', dhj-fuh, 'courageous', Avestic

darshi-, darshita-, 'bold', Gk. »apao;, ^paaoi;,

Att. ^appo.;, 'courage, audacity', ^txpauz, ^panii?,

'bold, audacious', ^apaetv, Att. ^appetv, 'to be,

bold', Lith. drfsii, dristit, dr(sti, 'to dare', drqsiis,

'courageous', and possibly also L, in-festus,

'disturbed, molested, infested, unquiet', and

Toch. B tsir, A tsra^i, 'strong, powerful'. Cp.

thersitical, thrasonical, infest, manifest.

Derivatives: dare, n., dar-ing, n, and adj,, dar-

ing-ly, adv,

dargah, also durgah, n,, the shrine of a Moham-

medan saint in India, — Hind, dargah, fr, Pers,

dargah, lit, 'royal gate'. Pers, dar, "door, gate',

is rel, to Avestic dvar^m (ace. sing.) ,'gate,

court', OPers. duvarayd-, 'at the door', and to

01. dvdrah, 'door'. See door and cp. the first

element in durbar and in durwaun.

daric, n,, an ancient Persian gold coin.— Fr, Gk.

Aapeix6(;, also written Aapixi?, Aapix^C, fr.

Aapeio?, 'Darius', hence lit, meaning 'of, or

pertaining to, Darius'. See next word and -ic.

Darius, masc. PN. — L. Darius, fr. Gk, Aapeio?,

fr, OPers. Ddrayava(h)ush (whence also Heb,

Ddrydwesh), a compound lit. meaning 'he who

holds firm the good'. The first element of this

compound derives from the stem of OPers.

ddraydmiy, 'I hold', fr, I,-E, base *dher(e)-, 'to

hold'; see firm, adj., and cp, the second element

in aumildar and in words there referred to. The

second element in OPers. Ddraya-va(h)ush

means 'the good', and is related to Avestic

vatihu, vohu, OI, vdsu(i, 'good'. Cp, prec. word.

dark, adj, — ME, deork, derk, darke, fr. OE,

deorc, re!, to OHG. tarchanjan, 'to hide, con-

ceal', MHG. terken, 'to make dark, soil', and

cogn. with Lith. darga, 'rainy weather', and

prob. also with Olr. derg, 'red'.



Derivatives: dark, n., dark-en, tr. and intr. v.,

dark-en-er, n., dark-en-ing, n., dark-ish, adj.,

dark-ish-ness, n., dark-ly, adv., dark-ness, n.,

dark-some, adj., dark-some-ness, n.

darkle.intr. v., i) to appear dark; 2) to grow dark;
tr. v., to obscure. — Back formation fr. dark-
ling, which was mistaken for a pres. part.

darkling, adv., in the dark. — Formed fr. dark
with suff. -ling. Cp. darkle.

Derivative: darkling, adj.

darky, darkey, n., a Negro (colloq.) — Formed
fr. dark with suff. -y.

darling, n. and adj. — ME. derling, fr. OE. deor-

ling, formed fr. deore, 'dear', with suff. -ling.

See dear and -ling.

Derivatives: darling-ly, adv., darling-ness, n.

dam, tr. v. — From earlier dern, fr. dial. F. der-

ner, darner, 'to patch', fr. OF. derne, 'a piece',

fr. Bret, darn, ofs.m. (whence F. dame, 'a slice of
fish'), fr. I.-B. base *dere-, *der-, 'to tear, divide,

flay', whence also OI. drftdti, 'cleaves, bursts',

Gk. Sspeiv, 'to flay', S^pfxa, 8op(4, 'skin', Saptjii;,

'tearing, flaying, separation', OE. teran, 'to

tear'. See tear, 'to rend', and cp. derma, dartars.

Derivatives: darn, n., darn-er, n., darn-ing, n.

darn, tr. v. — Euphemism for damn.
darnel, n., a poisonous weed; called also rye

grass. — ME. dernel, darnel, fr. dial. F. darnelle,

a word compounded of an unknown first ele-

ment and OF. neelle (F. nielle), 'cockle', fr. VL.
nigetla, 'a black-seeded plant', prop. fem. of L.

nigellus, 'blackish', fr. niger, 'black'. See Negro
and cp. niello.

daroga, darogha, n., governor {Anglo-Ind.) —
Hind, ddroghah, fr. Pers. daroghah, 'super-

intendant' ; which is prob. of Mongohan origin.

darrein, adj., last {law). — OF. darrein, derrain,

fr. earlier dererain, fr. VL. *derelrdnus, fr. L.

dereiro, 'from behind' (whence also F. derriere,

'behind'), fr. de, 'from, away from', and retro,

'back'. See de- and retro- and cp. dernier

ressorf.

darshana, n., any of the six schools of Hindu phi-

losophy. — 01. darsanah, lit. 'demonstration',

rel. to daddrsa, 'I have seen', dfs-, 'sight, »iew',

dfiya-, 'visible', fr. I.-E. base *derk-, *d(k-, 'to

see, look at', whence also Gk. S^pxea^at, 'to

look at', SpdcKcov, 'dragon', lit. 'the sharp-sighted

one'. See dragon and cp. words there referred to.

darso, n., a hybrid grain sorghum. — Formed
from the initials of dwarf, red and sorghum,

dart, n., a pointed weapon. — ME. dart, fr. OF.
dart, dard (F. dard), fr. Prankish *daro]>, 'dart',

which is rel. to OE. daroii, OHG. tart, ON. dar-

ralir, 'dart'. OProvcn? . dart is of the same origin

as OF. dart. It. and Sp. dardo are OProven?.
loan words.

Derivatives: dart, intr. and tr. v., darter (q.v.),

dart-ing, adj., dart-ing-ly, adv., dart-ing-ness, n.

dartars, n., a kind of mange affecting esp. the

chin of lambs. — F. dartre, 'eruption of the
skin, blotch, herpes, tetter', fr. Gaulish L. der-
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bita, 'tetter', which is rel. to W. darwyden,

MBret. daroueden, ModBret. dervoeden, of
s.m. See tetter and cp. dartre. Cp. also dam.

darter, n., i) one who, or that which, darts; 2) the

name of various fishes.— Formed from the verb

dart (see dart, n.) with agential suff. -er.

dartle, intr. v. — Formed from the verb dart (see

dart, n.) with freq. suff. -le.

dartos, n., the contractile layer beneath the skin

of the scrotum (anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.
8aL(n6<;, 'flayed', in anatomy: 'separated by
avulsion' [first used by Rufus (cca. 100 C.E.)

for a tunica surrounding the testicles] . Gk. 8apT6?
is verbal adj. of Sipeiv, 'to flay', in anatomy:
'to separate by avulsion'; which is cogn. with

Goth, dis-tairan, OE. teran, 'to tear'. See tear,

'to rend', and cp. darn, dartars, derma.

Derivatives: darto-ic, dart-old, adjs.

dartre, n., a name for various skin diseases. —
F. See dartars.

dartrous, adj., pertaining to dartre. — A hybrid

coined fr. dartre and -ous, a suff. of Latin origin.

darwan, n. — See durwaun.

Darwinian, adj., pertaining to Charles Robert
Darwin (1809-82) or his theories. For the ending

see suff. -ian.

Darwinism, n., the theory of the origin of species

propounded by Charles Robert Darwin. — See
prec. word and -ism.

darzee, n., a tailor. — Hind, darzi, 'tailor'. See

Druse.

dash, tr. and intr. v. — ME. dasshen, of Scand.

origin. Cp. Swed. daska, Dan. daske, 'to beat,

strike', Swed., Dan. dask, 'a blow'.

Derivatives: dash, n., dash-er, n., dash-ing, adj.,

dash-ing-ly, adv., dash-y, adj.

Dashaliara, n., the 'ten days festival' {Hindu reli-

gion).— 01. ddsahard, lit. 'that which takes away
ten (sins)', fr. ddsa, 'ten', and hard, fem. of hara,

'that which takes away', from the stem of hdrati,

'brings, carries, takes away, robs'. OL ddsa is

cogn. with Gk. S^icw, L. decem, Goth, taihun,

OE. tien, ten, 'ten'; see ten. OL hdrati derives

fr. I.-E. base *gher-, 'to seize, take', whence also

Gk. x^tp, 'hand' ; see chiro- and cp. the second
element in vihara.

dasi, n., a female slave; a concubine {Hinduism).

— Hind., fr. OI. ddsi-, 'female slave', which is

rel. to ddsdif, 'demon, enemy, barbarian, slave,

servant', and prob. also to ddsyuh, 'demon,
enemy of the gods, barbarian', ddsydh, 'bon-

dage, servitude'. Cp. the second element in

devadasi.

Dasiphora, n., a genus of plants of the family

Rosaceae {bot.)— ModL., irregularly formed fr.

Gk. SoLouq, 'thick with hair, hairy, bushy', and
-(p6poi;, 'bearing', which is rel. to ip^peiv, 'to

bear'. See dasy- and -pbore. The exact form of
the word should have been Dasyphora.

dastard, n., a coward. — ME., prob. formed
with the pejorative suff. -ard fr. dast, which is

equivalent to dosed, pp. of dasen, 'to daze'. See
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daze and cp. ON. dsstr, 'out of breath,

exhausted'.

Derivatives: dastard-ly, adj., dastard-li-ness, n.

dasy-, combining form meaning 'thick, hairy,

rough'.— Gk. Satju-, fr. Satpi?, 'thick with hair,

hairy, bushy, thick, dense, rough' ; which stands

for *di}sus and is cogn. with L. densus, 'crowd-

ed, dense'. See dense and cp. the first element

in Dasiphora.

Dasylirion, n., a genus of plants of the lily family

(tof.) — ModL., compounded of dasy- and Gk.

Xeiptov, 'lily'. See lily and cp. words there

referred to.

dasymeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

density of gases. — Compounded of dasy- and

Gk. [i,ETpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm".

Dasypus, n., a genus of armadillos {zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. SaauTrou;, 'a hare', lit. 'the

hairy-footed animal', fr. dasy- and Ttoiii;, gen.

TToSoc, 'foot'. See dasy- and -pod.

Dasystephana, n., a genus of plants of the gentian

family {hot.) — ModL., compounded of dasy-

and Gk. CTTe9(xvo(;, 'crown'. See Stephanos.

dasyure, n., any of small marsupial mammals of

Australia. — Compounded of dasy- and Gk.

oupi, 'tail'. See uro-, 'tail-'.

data, n. — PI. of datum (q.v.)

date, n., a given point of time. — ME., fr. OF.

(= F.) date, fr. ML. data (scil. littera) (whence

also It., Proven?., Sp. data), lit. '(letter) given',

prop. fem. pp. of L. dare, 'to give'. This term

derived fr. L. datum (neut. pp. of dare), the first

word used in letters to indicate the place and

time of writing as e.g. datum Romae pridie

Kalendds Maias, 'given (i.e. written) at Rome
on the last day of April'. L. dare is rel. to dos,

'marriage portion, dowry', do-num, 'gift', dond,

dondre, 'to give as a present', fr. I.-E. base *d6-,

*d^-, 'to give', whence also OI. dd-dd-ti, 'gives',

Avestic dadditi, of s.m., OI. dd-tar-, dd-tdr-,

'giver', dd-trdm, 'gift', Gk. 8i-8io-(Xi, 'I give',

Sa)-T(op, Sco-TT)p, 80-Trip, 'giver', 8(o-pov, 8oj-

Tfvr), Sw;, 'gift', 86-<ii(;, 'a giving; gift', 8o-t6?

(verbal adj. of 8t-8co-tii)> 'given', OSlav. dati, 'to

give', da-rH, 'gift', da-ni, 'tax', dami, 'I shall give',

Lith. duomi, 'I give', OPruss. ddst, 'gives'. Arm.

la-m, 'I give', tu-r, 'gift'. Alb. da-SE, 'I gave'.

Cp. add, addendum, anecdote, antedate, anti-

dote, apodosis, condone, dado, dation, dative,

die, 'cube', donation and words there referred

to, dose, dosimeter, dosology, dot, 'marriage

portion', dower, dowry, edit, irredenta, post-

date, reddendum, reddition, render, rendition,

sacerdotal, subdititious, surrender, tradition,

traitor, treason. Cp. also mandate, command,

commend, countermand, demand. Cp. also the

second element in vend.

Derivatives: date, tr. and intr. v., dat-able, adj.,

dat-er, n., dat-ing. n.

date, n., fruit of the palm tree. — OF. date (F.

datte), fr. OProvenQ. datil (or fr. It. dattero), fr.

L. dactylus, fr. Gk. Mv.-^\oc., 'date', which is

of Sem. origin. Cp. Heb. deqel, Aram, diqld,

Syr. deqld, Arab, ddqal, 'date palm', and Heb.

Diqld'', name of a region in Arabia, rich in date

palms (see Gen. 10: 27 and I Chron. 1:21). The

form of Gk. ^i.y.-vSkoq, 'date', was influenced

by a folk-etymological association with 8aKTu-

Xo?, 'finger', suggested by the fingerlike shape

of the date.

dation, n., the act of giving {law). — L. datid,

gen. -onis, 'a giving', fr. datus, pp. of dare, 'to

give'. See date, 'point of time', and -ion.

Datisca, n., a genus of plants {hot.) — ModL., of

unknown origin.

dative, adj. and n. — L. dativus {casus), loan

translation of Gk. 8otixy) (tttmcth;), 'the dative

case'; fr. dativus, 'pertaining to the act of

giving', fr. datus, pp. of dare, 'to give'. See date,

'point of time', and -ive.

Derivatives: dativ-al, adj., dative-ly, adv.

datolite, n., a translucent calcium borosilicate

{mineral:) — Formed from the stem of Gk.

SaT£i;(j{>ai, 'to cut in two, divide, distribute',

and Xi&o?, 'stone'. Gk. Saxeta^ai prob. derives

fr. I.-E. base *d'-t-, a -r-enlargement of base

*dai-, *d(-, *d^-, 'to cut off, separate, divide,

distribute', whence OL ddti, dydti, 'cuts, sepa-

rates, divides', dd-yate, 'divides', Gk. 8at£CTf>ai,

'to divide, distribute; to feed on', Sat^jLcjv, 'god,

goddess', lit. 'divider, distributor (of men's

destinies)'. See demon and -lite,

datum, n., something given or assumed. — L.

datum, neut. pp. of dare, 'to give'. See date,

'point of time', and cp. data.

Datura, n., a genus of plants of the potato family

(Aof.) — ModL., fr. Hind, dhaturd, fr. OI. dhat-

turah, dhusturah, 'thorn apple', which is cogn.

with the second element in OE. dweorge-dwostle,

'penny royal', and possibly also with L. festuca,

'stalk, stem, straw'. See festuca.

daub, tr. and intr. v. — ME. dauben, fr. OF.

(= F.) dauber, 'to plaster', fr. L. dealbdre, 'to

whiten, whitewash, plaster', fr. de- and albdre,

'to whiten', fr. alhus, 'white'. See alb.

Derivatives: daub, n., daub-er, n., daub-ery, n.,

daub-ing, n., daubster, n., dauh-y, adj.

dauberite, n., basic uranium sulfate {mineral.) —
Named after H. Dauber, who analyzed it. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

daubreeite, daubreite, n., a hydrous bismuth oxy-

chloride (mineral.) — Named after the French

mineralogist Gabriel-Auguste Daubree (1814-

96). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

daubreelite, n., a chromium iron sulfide {mineral.)

— Named after Daubree. See prec. word and

the combining form -lite.

Daucus, n., a genus of plants, the carrot {bot.) —
L. daucus, daucum, fr. Gk. 8auxo<;, SaOxov, 'a

kind of parsnip', which is rel. to Thessalian Gk.

Sauxva, Gk. 8d9VY), 'laurel'. See Daphne,

daughter, n. — ME doghter, dohter, fr. OE. doh-

lor, dohter, rel. to OS. dohtar, ON. ddtlir.
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OFris., Du. dochter, OHG., MHG. tohter, G.
Tochter, Goth, daiihtar, 'daughter', and cogn.
with OI. duhitd, Avestic dugedd-, duydar-, Toch.
A ckdcar, B tkdcer. Arm. dustr, Gk. ^Yot-nip,
OSlav. dusti, OPruss. duckti, Lith. efwAr^e,

'daughter'.

Derivatives
: daughter-hood, n., daughter-ly, adj.,

daughter-li-ness, n.

daunt, tr. v. — ME. daunten, fr. OF. <Ai/!?er, rfon-

?er (F. dompter), fr. L. domitdre, 'to tame, sub-

due', freq. of domare (pp. domitus), 'to tame,

subdue, vanquish, conquer', lit. 'to accustom
to the house', fr. domus, 'house'. See dome,
'building', and cp. indomitable. Cp. also tame.

Derivatives: daunt-er, n., daunt-ing, adj., daunt-

ing-ly, adv., daunt-ing-ness, n., dauntless (q.v.).

dauntless, adj. — Formed fr. the ME. noun daunt,

fr. daunten (see daunt) with suff. -less; first used
by Shakespeare.

Derivatives: dauntless-Iy, adv., dauntless-ness,n.

dauphin, n., the title of the eldest son of the king

of France. — F., lit. 'dolphin', translation of
L. Delphinus, lit. 'dolphin', orig. a name borne
by Guigo IV, count of Vienne (died in 1142)

and by his successors. The name Delphinus was
chosen in allusion to the three dolphins repre-

sented in the coat of arms of the lords above
mentioned. Hence the province owned by them
came to be known as Delphindtus in Latin

(whence F. Dauphine). See dolphin.

dauphine, n., a dauphiness. — F. dauphine, fern,

of dauphin. See dauphin.

dauphiness, n., the wife of a dauphin. — Formed
fr. dauphin with suff. -ess.

davenport, n., a kind of writing desk.— So called

from the name of its first maker.

David, masc. PN. ; in the Bible, the second king

of Israel and Judah, the writer of the Psalms.

— Heb. Ddwtdh, lit. 'beloved, friend', rel. to dodh,

'beloved, uncle', and to dodhd'tm, 'mandrake',

prop, 'love-exciting (plant)'. Cp. dudaim.

daviesite, n., a lead oxychloride {mineral.) —
Named after Thomas Davies, of the Minera-
logical Dept. of the British Museum (1837-91).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

davit, n., a projecting piece of vessel for suspend-

ing or lowering a boat. — OF. daviet, daviot

(whence F. davier, with change of suff.), dimin.

of the PN. David; so called in allusion to the

slaying of Goliath. See David and cp. -et.

davy, n., safety lamp. — Shortened fr. Davy lamp;

named after its inventor, the English chemist

Sir Humphrey Davy (1778-1829),

davy, n. (slang). — Short for affidavit.

Davy lamp. ~ Sec davy, 'safety lamp'.

daw, n., a kind of crow, a jackdaw. — ME. dawe,

rel. to OHG. tdha, MHG. tahe, also tdhele,

tale, tole (diminutives of tdhe), G. Dohle; cp.

OPruss. doacke, 'starling', ML. tacula. It. tac-

cola, 'jackdaw', which are German loan words.

dawdle, intr. and tr. v., to waste (time).— Perhaps

a var. of dial. E. doddle, 'to walk unsteadily'.

Derivatives: dawdl-er, n., dawdl-ing, n.

dawk, dak, n., transport by relays of men and
horses, mail {Anglo-Ind.) — Hind, ddk, 'post,

mail'.

dawn, intr. v. — ME. dawening, of Norse origin

;

cp. Swed. and Dan. dagning, 'a dawning', fr.

dag, 'day'. Cp. also OE. dagian, 'to dawn', fr.

dieg, 'day', Du. dagen, 'to dawn', fr. dag, 'day',

G. tagen, 'to dawn', fr. Tag, 'day', and see day.

Derivatives: dawn, n., dawning (q.v.)

dawning, n. — ME. dawening. See prec. word
and subst. -ing.

dawsonite, n., a basic aluminum sodium carbo-

nate {mineral.) — Named after the Canadian
geologist Sir John William Dawson (1865-

1951). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

day, n. — ME. dai, del, fr. OE. dxg, rel. to

ON. dagr, OS., Dan., Swed., Du. dag, Goth, dags,

OHG. tag, MHG. tac, G. Tag, 'day', orig.

'burning heat', fr. I.-E. base *dheg^h-, *dhog"h-,

'to bum', whence also OI. ddhati, 'bums', ni-

ddghdfi, 'heat, summer', Avestic dazaiti, 'burns',

Toch. A tsdk-, B tsak-, 'to bum', tsdk-, 'to shine,

glow', L. fovea (for *dhog"'heyd), fovere, 'to

warm, keep wa.rm\favitla (for *fovilla), 'embers'.

Gk. T£9pa (for *dheg'"hrd), 'ashes', OPruss.

dagis, 'summer', Lith. dagas, 'burning, harvest',

dagd, 'harvest', degU, degti, OSlav. zegg, zesti,

'to burn'. Alb. djek, 'I burn', MIr. daig (gen.

dega), 'fire, pain, disease'. Cp. also Arm. dag,

'impressive' (orig. sense prob. 'fiery'), W. deifio,

Bret, devi, 'to burn'. L. dies, 'day', is not

cognate. Cp. daisy, dawn, and the second ele-

ment in landtag, Reichstag, Rigsdag, Riksdag.

Cp. also favor, febrile, fever, foment, fomes,

tephrite.

daydream, n., a reverie. — Coined by John Dry-
den (1631-1700).

Derivatives: daydream, intr. v., daydream-er, n.,

daydream-y, adj.

daze, tr. v. — ME. dasen, 'to stupefy', fr. ON.
dasa in dasa-sk, 'to become weary', lit. 'to

weary oneself (-sk being the ON. reflexive suff.,

cp. bask, husk), which is rel. to dasa, 'to lie idle',

dasi, 'an idle man'. Cp. dazzle, dastard.

Derivatives: daze, n., daz-ed, adj., daz-ed-ly,

adv., daz-ed-ness, n.

dazzle, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. daze with

freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives: dazzle, n., dazzl-er, n., dazzl-ing-

ly, adv.

DDT,n., a very strong insecticide.— Formed from
the initials of the chemical name rfichloro-t/i-

phenyl-frichloro-ethane.

de, prep, meaning 'from'. — See pref. de-.

de-, pref. meaning: i) down; 2) away from; 3) ut-

terly, completely; 4) the negation or reversal

of the notion expressed in the primary word. —
Fr. L. de, 'from, away from, down from, out of,

on account of, concerning, according to', either

directly or throujgh the medium of OF. de-, F.

di-. L. de derives fr. I.-E. *de, whence also Olr.
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dl, de, OW. di, ModW. y, Co. the, 'dovra from',

'away from'. For derivatives of rel. I.-E. *rfe and
*d8 see to and cp. words there referred to. Cp. the

first elemt in deteriorate, dupe and the second

element in ci-devant, ibidem, tandem. — Some-
times E. de- comes fr. F. de-, fr. OF. des-,

fr. L. dis-; see dis-.

deacon, n.— ME. deken, diacne, fr. OE. diacon, fr.

Late L. didconus, fr. Gk. Stixovoi;, 'servant, mi-

nister of a church', which is rel. to ky-wy^zl'v, 'to

be quick and active, to hasten', A-xovItE, 'with-

out effort', fr. Greco-L. base *ken-, 'to toil, strive,

exert oneself, whence also L. condri, 'to at-

tempt, try, endeavour'. See conation and cp.

diaconal and the second element in ratiocinate,

larceny, tirocinium, vaticinate.

Derivatives: the hybrid words deacon-ess, n.,

deacon-hood, n., deacon-ry, n., deacon-ship, n.

dead, adj. — ME. dede, deade, deed, fr. OE. dead,

'dead', rel. to OS. dod, Dan. ded, Swed. dod,

OFris. dad, MDu. doot, Du. dood, OHG. tot,

tod, MHG. tot, G. tot, ON. daudr, Goth, daups,

'dead', fr. Teut. participial base *dau-pa, *dau-

da, 'dead', formed with participial suff. -Jja, -da

(= I.-E. suff. -*to), fr. Teut. base *dau-, 'to die',

which corresponds to I.-E. base *dhew-, *dheu-,

*dhow-, *dhou-, 'to pine away, die'. Fr. *dhwei-

an enlargement of this base, derive Arm. di,

'dead body, corpse', Olr. dith, 'end, death',

OSlav. daviti, Russ. davit', 'to choke, suffocate'.

Cp. death, die, dwindle. Cp. also funeral. For
the formation of Teut. adjectives from past

participles cp. cold, loud, old, sad.

Derivatives: dead, adv. and n., dead-en, tr. and
intr. v., dead-en-er, n., dead-en-ing, n., deadly

(q.v.), dead-ness,n.

deadly, adj. — ME. deedlich, fr. OE. deadlic,

formed fr. dead, 'dead' with suff. -tic. See dead

and adj. suff. -ly.

Derivative: deadli-ness, n.

deadly, adv. — ME. deedliche, fr. OE. deadlice,

formed fr. dead, 'dead', with suff. -lice. See

dead and adv. suff. -ly.

deaf, adj. — ME. deef, def, fr. OE. deaf, rel. to

OS. dof ON. daufr, OFris. ddf Du. doof 'deaf,

OHG. toub, MHG. toup, 'deaf, stupid', G. taub,

Goth, daufs, 'deaf, insensate', and cogn. with

Gk. Tu<p-X6i; (dissimil. fr. *^<f-X6z), 'blind',

Olr. dub, dubh (for *dhubu), 'black ; ink', fr. I.-E.

base *dheu-bh-, 'to fill with smoke, to cloud,

darken ; to be dull, dumb or deaf. Cp. dove. Cp.
also dumb, which derives from a nasalized form
of base *dheu-bh-. Cp. base *dheu-p-, which
appears in OI. dhdpah, 'smoke'. The bases

*dheu-bh-, *dheu-p-, are enlargements of base

*dheu-, 'to fly about like dust, to smoke'. See
tbio- and cp. duffer. Cp. also stove.

Derivatives: deaf-en, tr. and intr. v., deafen-
ing, adj. and n., deaf-ish, adj., deaf-ly, adv.,

deaf-ness, n.

deal, n., part, share. — ME. deel, fr. OE. dxl,

rel. to ON. deild, OS., OFris. del, Du.

deel, OHG., MHG., G. teil, Goth, dails,

part, share', and cogn. with OSlav. dela, of
s.m., deliti, 'to share, divide'. Cp. dole, 'a small
portion', and the second element in ordeal and
in fardel.

Derivative: deal, v. (q.v.)

deal, tr. and intr. v., to distribute. — ME. delen,

fr. OE. dxlan, 'to share, divide', fr. dsel, 'part,

share'. Cp. OS. delian, ON. deila, OFris. dela,

Du. delen, OHG. teilan, MHG., G. teilen,

Goth, dailjan, 'to share, divide', which derive

from the respective nouns, and see prec. word.
Derivatives: deal-er, n., deal-ing, n.

deal, n., a plank of fir. — MDu. dele, 'board,

plank'. See thill.

Derivative: deal, adj., made of deal.

dealt, past tense and pp. of deal.

deaminate, tr. v., to remove the amino radical

(NH2) (chem.) — Formed fr. de-, amino- and
verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: deaminat-ion, n.

dean, n. — ME. deen, dene, fr. OF. deien (F.

doyen), fr. L. decdnus, 'one set over ten persons',

in Eccles. L. 'a superior set over ten monks', fr.

decern, 'ten'. See ten and cp. decimal. Cp. also

doyen, which is a doublet of dean.

Derivatives: dean, intr. v., dean-ery, n., dean-

ess, n., deanship, n.

dean, n., a valley. — A var. of dene, 'valley'.

dear, adj. — ME. dere, fr. OE. deore, diere, rel.

to OS. diuri, ON. dyrr, OFris. diore, MDu. dare,

Du. duur, OHG. tiuri, MHG. tiure, G. teuer,

'dear'. Cp. darling, dearth, endear.

Derivatives: dear, n., adv. and interj., dear-ly,

adv., dear-ness, n., dear-y, dear-ie, n. (colloq.).

dearborn, n., a kind of four-wheeled carriage. —
Named after its inventor, either the American
Henry Dear6or«(i75i-i829) or one of his sons.

dearth, n. — ME. derth, derthe, 'dearness', fr.

dere, 'dear'. See dear and subst. suff. -th.

death, n. — ME. deeth, deth, fr. OE. dead, rel.

to OS. doth, ON. daudi, Dan. ded, Swed. dod,

OFris. ddth, ODU. dot, dod, Du. dood, OHG.
tod, MHG. tot, tod, G. Tod, Goth, daupus,

'death', fr. Teut. *dau-, 'to die'. See die, dead.

Derivatives: death-less, adj., death-less-ly, adv.,

death-less-ness, n., death-like, adj., death-ly, adj.

debacle, debacle, n., a complete rout. — F. de-

bacle, 'a breaking up (of ice) ; downfall, collapse,

disaster', fr. debdcler, 'to break up' (said of ice);

'to unfasten, unbar (a door)', formed fr. pref.

de- (see de-) and bdcler, 'to bar, fasten', fr.

OProven?. baclar, fr. VL. *bacculdre, lit. 'to bar

with a staff', fr. VL. *bacculum, corresponding

to L. baculum, 'a staff'. See baculus, bacillus.

debar, tr. v. — F. debarrer, 'to unbar', fr. OF.
desbarer, formed fr. des- (see de-) and barrer,

'to bar'. See bar and cp. disbar.

debark, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. de- and
bark, 'a kind of sailing ship'. Cp. disembark.

Derivatives: debark-ation, n., debark-ment, n.

debarrass, tr. v., to disembarrass. — F. debar-
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rasser, for *desembarrasser. See de- and embar-

rass and cp. disembarrass.

debase, tr. v. — Formed fr. de- and the obsolete

verb base, 'to abase'. See base, adj., and cp. abase.

Derivatives: debas-ed, adj., debase-ment, n.,

debas-er, n., debas-ing, adj.

debatable, adj. — OF. debattable, debatable

(F. debattable), fr. debatre (F. debattre). See de-

bate and -able.

debate, tr. and intr. v. — ME. debaten, fr. OF.
debatre, 'to fight, combat' (whence F. debattre,

'to discuss, debate, agree'), formed fr. de- and

batre (F. battre), 'to beat, strike', fr. Late L.

battere, fr. L. battuere, of s.m. See batter, 'to

beat violently', and cp. combat.

Derivatives : rfe6afe, n. (q.v.), debat-er, n., debat-

ing, n. and adj., debat-ing-ly, adv.

debate, n. — ME. debat, fr. MF. (= F.) debat,

'dispute, strife, debate', fr. debattre. See debate, v.

debauch, tr. v., to lead astray, corrupt. — OF. de-

baucher, 'to leave work, be idle' (whence F. de-

baucher, 'to turn somebody away from his work

;

to entice away, lead astray'). The orig. meaning

of OF. debaucher was 'to rough down timber'.

It is a hybrid coined fr. de-, a pref. of Latin

origin (see de-), and OF. bale, bauch, ban (F.

bau), 'beam', fr. Frankish *balk, which is rel.

to OHG. batko, OE. balca, 'ridge between fur-

rows"; see balk and cp. ebauchoir. The sense of

OF. f/cAaucAer underwent the following phases of

development; 'to rough down timber; to split,

cleave; to separate; to turn somebody away
from his work or from his duty; to entice away;

to lead astray'.

Derivatives: debauch, n., dehauch-ed, adj., de-

bauch-ed-ly, adv., debauch-ed-ness, n., debauchee

(q.v.), debauch-er, n., debauch-ery, n., debauch-

menl, n.

debauchee, n., a debauched person. — F. de-

bauche, pp. of debaucher, 'to entice away, to

lead astray'. See debauch and -ee.

debenture, n., certificate of indebtedness. — L.

debenuir, 'they are owing', passive pres. 3rd

person pi. of debere, 'to owe'; see debt. The cer-

tificate was so called because its text originally

began w ith the words debenlur mihi ('there are

owing to me').

Derivative : debentur-ed, adj.

debile, adj., weak. — F. debile, fr. L. debitis,

'weak, infirm, disabled', which stands for *de-

bel-is, lit. "without strength', fr. de- (in the pri-

vative sense of this prefix) and a derivative of

base *bel-, 'strong; strength', whence also OI.

bdtam. 'strength, force", ballyan. 'stronger,'

bdlisthah, 'the strongest', Gk. jBeX-fcov, peXTepo;,

'better", PsXtioto;;, PsXtxtoc, 'best'. (The t in

these adjectives arose from earlier *peXt<jjv etc.

on analogy of the comparatives and superla-

tives of other synonymous adjectives ending in

-Tepo?, resp. -xaToi;, as e.g. (pepTepoc;, 'better,

braver', 9^pTaTo<;, 'best, bravest'.) OSlav. bol-

fijY (for *bolji), 'greater', bolje (adv.), 'more.

ii06

rather', bolshe, 'more, larger', derive from the

same base ; see Bolshevik.

debilitate, tr. v., to render weak. — L. debilitdtus,

pp. of debilitdre, 'to lame, cripple, maim,
weaken', fr. debilis. See prec. word and verbal

suflF. -ate.

Derivative: debilitat-ed, adj.

debilitation, n. — F. debilitation, fr. L. debili-

tdtlonem, ace. ofdebilitds. See debility and -ation.

debility, n., weakness. — F. debilite, fr. L. debili-

tdtem, ace. of debilitds, 'a laming, crippling,

weakening', fr. debilis. See debile and -ity.

debit, n., an entry of debt in an account. — L.

debitum, 'that which is owing', neut. pp. of

debere, 'to owe'. See debt.

Derivative: debit, tr. v.

debonair, also debonnaire, adj., genial, affable;

gay. — ME. debonaire, fr. OF. de bon aire (F.

debonnaire), 'of good race', fr. de-, bon, 'good'

and aire, 'place, extraction', fr. L. area, 'a vacant

piece of ground, an open space'. See bonus

and area.

Derivatives: debonair-ity, n., debonair-ly, adv.,

debonair-ness, n.

Deborah, fem. PN. ; in the Bible, a prophetess

and judge in Israel. — Heb. D^bhord'^, lit. 'bee',

rel. to Syr. debbori, 'wasp', debborithd, 'bee',

Aram, dibborithd, Arab, zunbur, dabbur, 'bee',

from the Sem. base d-b-r-, meaning 'to hum,
buzz', whence also dibber, 'he spoke', ddbhdr,

'word, thing'.

debouch, intr. v., to flow out, emerge. — F. de-

baucher, 'to uncork, open; to empty itself (said

of rivers), formed fr. de- and bouche, 'mouth',

fr. L. bucca, 'cheek'. See buccal and cp. disembo-

gue, embouchure.

debouchment, n. — F. debouchement, fr. debau-

cher. See prec. word and -ment.

debridement, n., the excision of damaged tissue.

— F., lit. 'unbridling', fr. debrider, 'to unbridle',

fr. de- (see de-) and bride, 'bridle', fr. MHG.
bridel. See bridle and -ment.

debris, debris, n., rubbish. — F. debris, 'remains,

waste, rubbish', fr. OF. debriser, 'to break

down, shatter', fr. de- (see de-) and briser, 'to

break', fr. VL. brisdre, 'to break', a word of

Gaulish origin; cp. Ir. brissim, 'I break'. See

bruise and cp. frustum. Cp. also next word.

debruise, tr. v., to cross a charge with an ordinary

(her.) — OF. debruisier, 'to shatter'. See de- and

bruise and cp. debris.

Derivative: debruis-ed, adj.

debt, n. — ME. dette, fr. OF. (= F.) dette, fr. L.

debita, neut. pi.—but mistaken for fem. sing.

—of debitus, pp. of debere, 'to owe, be under

obligation', contracted fr. *de-habere, fr. de-

and habere, 'to have'. See habit and cp. debit,

debenture, debtor, devoir, due, duty, endeavor.

The insertion of the letter b in debt is due to the

imitation of the spelling of the Latin etymon.

In ME. the word is spelled correctly without b.

Cp. doubt.
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debtor, n. — ME. dettur, fr. OF. detor, dettor,

detur, dettur, fr. L. debitorem, ace. of debitor,

fr. debitus, pp. of debere. See prec. word and

agential suff. -or.

debunk, tr. v., to expose the false claims of {U.S.

slang). — Coined by the American writer Wil-

liam E. Woodward (1874-1950). fr- de- and

bunk.

Derivatives: debunk-er, n., debunk-ing, n., de-

bunk-ment, n.

debut, debut, n., first appearance in public. —
F. debut, fr. dibuter, 'to play first; to make one's

first appearance', fr. de- (see de-) and F. but,

'aim, goal', used in the sense of 'playground'

(see butt, 'aim'); introduced into English by

Lord Chesterfield (1694-1773).

Derivatives: debut, intr. v., debutant(e), (q.v.).

debutant(e), debutant(e), n., one who makes a

debut.— F. dibutant, fem. debutante, pres. part,

of debuter. See prec. word.

deca-, before a vowel dec-, pref. meaning 'ten'. —
Gk. Sexa-, fr. S£xa, 'ten', cogn. with OI. ddsa,

L. decern, Goth, taihun, OE. tien, ten, 'ten'.

See ten and cp. decade, decern-.

decachord, n., a harp with ten strings. — Gk.

SsxaxopSo^, 'ten-stringed', fr. Ssxa, 'ten', and

XopSif], 'string'. See chord.

decad, n., the number ten. — See decade.

decadal, adj., pertaining to ten; consisting of

groups of ten. — See decade and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: decadal-ly, adv.

decade, n., i) a group of ten things; 2) a period

of ten years. — F. decade, fr. L. decas, gen.

decadis, fr. Gk. Ssxiii;, gen. SexaSo?, 'the number

ten; a group of ten', fr. 8£xa. See deca-.

decadence, decadency, n., deterioration, decay.

— F. decadence, fr. ML. decadentia, 'a falling

down', fr. *decadire, 'to fall down', fr. de- and

L. cadire, 'to fall'. See cadence and cp. deche-

ance. For the ending see suff. -ence, resp. -ency.

Cp. also decay, deciduous.

Jterivative: decadent-ly, adv.

decadent, adj., i) deteriorating; 2) pertaining to

the decadents. — Back formation from prec.

word; coined by Thomas Carlyle (i 795-1 881).

For the ending see suff. -ent

Derivative: decadent-ly, adv.

decadent, n., one of a French Uterary school

about the end of the 19th cent. — F. decadent,

back formation fr. decadence (see decadence);

so called after the verse of Verlaine; "Je suis

I'empire d la fin de la decadence" ("I am the

empire established at the end of decadence").

See prec. word.

decsigon, n., a ten-sided plane figure {geom.) —
Ult. fr. Gk. SexdtYtovov, 'decagon', Ut. 'having

ten angles', fr. 86ca, 'ten', and -ywvo?, neut.

-Yojvov, from the stem of ytovta, 'angle'. See

deca- and -gon and cp. undecagoo, adj.

Derivative: decagon-al, adj.

decagram, decagramme, n.— F. dicagramme, lit.

'ten grams'. See &ca- and -gram.

decalcification, n., the process of removing lime.

— Formed fr. de- and calcification,

decalcify, tr. v., to remove lime from bones and

other substances. — Formed fr. de- and calcify,

decaliter, decalitre, n. — F. decalitre, lit. 'ten

liters'. See deca- and liter.

Decalog, Decalogue, n., the Ten Commandments.
— Gk. SexaXoyoi;, prop, y) SexqcXo-i-oi; (scil.

ptpXo?), '(the book) consisting of ten words',

fr. earlier oi Sexa Xiyoi, 'the ten words', fr.

Ssxa, 'ten', and X6yo;, 'word'. See deca- and

logos.

Decameron, n., a collection of 100 tales by Boc-

caccio, supposed to be told during ten days. —
It. Decamerone, fr. Gk. 8fota, 'ten', and T\\Lkg5.,

'day'. See deca- and hemero- and cp. ephemere.

Derivative: Decameron-ic, adj.

decamerous, adj., having ten parts (said of a

flower). — Compounded of Gk. 8£xa, 'ten',

and (ispoc;, 'part'. See deca-, mero- and -ous.

decameter, decametre, n. — Lit. 'ten meters'. See

deca- and meter, 'unit of length'.

decamp, intr. v., to break up a camp; to run

away. — F. decamper, 'to break up a camp; to

run away', fr. de- (see de-) and camp, 'camp', fr.

L. campus. See camp. For sense development

cp. scamper.

decampment, n. — F. decampement, fr. decamper.

See prec. word and -ment.

decan, n., the ruler of ten parts of a zodiacal sign

(astral.) — L. decdnus, 'one set over ten', fr.

decern, 'ten'. See decimal and cp. dean, doyen.

Derivative: decan-ate, n.

decanal, adj., pertaining to a dean. — Formed

fr. Eccles. L. decdnus, with adj. suff. -al. See

dean and cp. prec. word.

Derivative : decanal-ly, adv.

decanate, n., deanery. — Eccles. L. decdndtus, fr.

decdnus. See prec. word and subst. suff. -ate.

decangular, adj., having ten angles (geom.) —
A hybrid coined fr. Gk. 8£xa, 'ten', and L. an-

gulus, 'angle, comer'. See deca- and angular.

decani, n., decanal; said of the south side of the

choir where the dean sits. — Gen. of Eccles. L.

decdnus, hence lit. 'of the dean'. See decanal.

decant, tr. v., to pour off gently. — F. decanter,

fr. ML. decanthdre, 'to pour from the edge of a

vessel', fr. de- and ML. canthus, 'edge of a ves-

sel', fr. L. cantus, canthus, 'the iron ring round

a carriage wheel'. See cant, 'a slope'.

Derivatives: decantat-ian, n., decant-er, n.

decapitate, tr. v., to behead. — Late L. decapi-

tdlus pp. of decapitdre, 'to cut off the head', fr.

de- and L. caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital,

adj.

decapitation, n. — Late L. decapitdtid, gen. -dnis,

fr. decapitdtus, pp. oi decapitdre . See prec. word

and -ion.

decapod, adj., pertaining to the Decapoda; n.,

a member of the Decapoda. - See next word.

Decapoda, n. pi., an order of crustaceans (zool.)

— ModL., lit. 'having ten feet', fr. Gk. 8^a,
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'ten', and ttou?, gen. 7roS6<;, 'foot'. See deca-

and -poda.

decapodal, decapodous, adj., having ten feet. —
Formed fr. Gk. 84xa, 'ten', ttou;, gen. tcoSoi;,

'foot', and adj. suff. -al, resp. -ous.

decarbonate, tr. v., to deprive of carbon dioxide

or carbonic acid.— Formed fr. de- (in the priv-

ative sense of this prefix), carbon and verbal

suff. -ate.

decarbonize, v., to deprive of carbon. — Formed
fr. de- (in the privative sense of this prefix),

carbon- and -ize.

Derivatives: decarboniz-ation, n., decarboniz-

er, n.

decarch, n., a commander of ten men ; a decurion.

— Gk. Sexipxi)!;, compounded of S^xa, 'ten',

and -ApxT)!;, fr. dcpx^?, 'leader, chief, ruler'. See

deca- and -arch.

decarchy, n., a government of ten.— Gk. Ssxap-

jwL, fr. SExdtpxT)?. See prec. word and -archy.

decastich, n., a poem of ten lines. — Gk. Sexdc-

n-cijoc,, 'containing ten lines', fr. S^a, 'ten', and
aTixoq, 'row, line, rank'. See deca- and stichic.

decastyle, n., a portico with ten columns {arch.)

—Compounded of deca-and Gk. cttuXoi;, 'pillar'.

See style, 'gnomon'.

decasyllabic, adj., having ten syllables. — See

deca- and syllabic.

Derivative: decasyllabic, n., a line of ten

syllables.

decasyllabic, n., a line of ten syllables. — Com-
pounded of deca- and syllable.

decathlon, n., an athletic contest consisting of ten

different events. — Compounded of Gk. 8ixa,

'ten', and a^Xoc, aftXov, 'contest'. See deca- and
athletic and cp. pentathlon.

decatize, tr. v., to cause to uncurl by means of hot

water or steam. — A hybrid formed with -ize,

a suff. of Greek origin, fr. F. decatir, 'to take the

gloss off (a woolen cloth), to sponge', fr. de- (see

de-) and catir, 'to press, gloss', fr. VL. *codc-

tire, a derivative of L. codctus, pp. of cogere,

'to press', prop, 'to drive together'. See cogent

and -ize.

Derivative: decatiz-er, n.

decay, intr. v. — ONF. decair, corresponding to

OF. dechair, decheeir (F. dechoir), 'to fall off,

decay', fr. VL. "decadere, refashioned (after VL.
*cadere) fr. L. decidere, 'to fall off, fall down'.

See de- and cadence and cp. deciduous, escheat.

Derivatives: decay, n., decay-ed, adj.

decease, n. — ME. deces, fr. OF. deces (F. deeds),

'decease, death', fr. L. decessus, 'departure,

death', fr. decess-(um), pp. stem of decedere, 'to

go away, depart'. See de- and cease and cp.

predecessor.

Derivatives: decease, intr. v., deceas-ed, adj.

deceit, n. — ME. deceite, fr. OF. deceite, prop,

fern, of deceit, pp. of deceveir. See next word
and cp. receipt.

Derivatives: deceit-ful, adj., deceit-ful-ly, adv.,

deceit-ful-ness, n.

deceive, tr. and intr. v. — OF. deceivre, a col-

lateral form of deceveir (F. decevoir), 'to de-

ceive', fr. L. decipere, 'to beguile, deceive, elude',

fr. de- and capere, 'to catch, seize, take, hold'.

See captive and cp. apperceive and words there

referred to. For the change of Latin & (in ca-

pere) to I (in de-cipere) see abigeat and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: deceiv-abil-ity, n., deceiv-able, adj.,

deceiv-able-ness, n., deceiv-abl-y, adv., deceiv-

er, n., deceiv-ing, adj., deceiv-ing-ly, adv.

decelerate, tr. v., to decrease the velocity of;

intr. v., to decrease in velocity. — Formed on
analogy of accelerate fr. de- (in the privative

sense of this pref.) and celerdtus, pp. of celerdre,

'to hasten'.

Derivatives: decelerat-ion, n., decelerat-or, n.

decern-, combining form meaning 'ten'. — L.

decern-, fr. decern, 'ten', which is cogn. with

Gk. S£xa, 'ten'. See deca- and cp. December,

decemvir. Cp. also deci-.

December, n. — L. December, 'the tenth month',

fr. decern, 'ten' (see decern-); so called because

the Roman year began with March.

Derivatives: December-ish, adj., December-ly,

adj., Decembr-ist, n. (Russ. hist.)

decemvir, n., i) a member of a coimcil often men
(Roman hist.) ; 2) a member of an authoritative

body of ten men. — L., back formation fr. the

pi. decern viri, 'ten men.' See decern- and virile

and cp. duumvir, triumvir, centumvir.

decemviral, adj. — L. decemvirdlis, 'pertaining to

the decemvir(s)', fr. decem viri. See prec. word
and adj. suff. -al.

decemvirate, n., 1) office of the decemvirs; 2) an
authoritative body of ten men. — L. decem-

virdtus, 'the office of a decemvir'. See decemvir

and subst. suff. -ate.

decency, n. — L. decentia, fr. decens, gen. -entis,

'becoming, seemly, decent'. See decent and -cy.

decennary, n., a period of ten years. — Formed
with subst. suff. -ary fr. L. decennis, 'of ten

years'. See decennium.

decenniad, n., a period of ten years. — See decen-

nium and -ad.

decennial, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

decennis, 'of ten years'. See next word and cp.

undecennial.

decennium, n., a period of ten years. — L., 'a

period of ten years', fr. decennis, 'of ten years',

fr. decem, 'ten', and annus, 'year'. See decem-

and annual and cp. decennary, decenniad. For
the change of Latin a (in dnnus) to e (in dec-

ennis, dec-ennium) see accent and cp. biermial.

decent, adj. — L. decens, gen. -entis, becoming,

seemly, fitting, proper, decent', pres. part, of

decet, decere, 'to be seemly or fitting', rel. to

decus, gen. decoris, 'ornament, grace, splendor,

glory, honor, dignity', digitus (for *dec-nos),

'suitable, becoming, proper' (lit. 'decorated,

splendid'), dexter (for *dexi-teros), 'on the right

side' (lit. 'on the becoming or fitting side'), do-
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cere, 'to teach' (orig. 'to cause somebody to re-

ceive something'), discere, 'to learn'; fr. I.-E.

base *dek-, *dolc-, 'to take, receive, accept;

acceptable, becoming, good', whence also OI.

ddkfati, 'is apt, proper, pleasing', ddksah, 'able,

apt, clever; competent, intelligent', ddkfinah,

daksirtdh, 'on the right hand; southern', ddsfi,

'he honors', Gk. Sexso^at, Att. ^t/za^ax., 'to

take, accept, receive, receive hospitably, hold',

SoKsTv, 'to seem good, to seem, think, believe',

Soxeueiv, 'to watch closely', 865a (for *86x-<ja),

'notion; opinion; honor, glory', S6Y[ia, 'that

which one thinks true, opinion, doctrine, decree',

S6Ki|xoi;, 'tried, assayed, genuine', 86x0?, a wood-
en beam' (lit. 'that which holds the roof), 8e5i6i;,

'on the right', SiSdoxetv, 'to teach', Mir. dech,

the best'. Cp. Adoxa, choledoch, condign, Cymo-
doce, dainty, Daksha, decorate, decorous, deign,

dexter, diadoche, Diadochi, didactic, dignify,

dignity, diksha, Diplodocus, disdain, docent,

Docetism, docile, docimasy, docimology, Doco-

glossa, doctor, doctrine, document, dogma, doxa-

stic, doxology, heterodox, orthodox, pandect,

paradox, synecdoche.

Derivatives: decent-ly, adv., decent-ness, n.

decentralize, tr. v. — Formed fr. de- (in the pri-

vative sense of this prefix) and centralize.

Derivative: decentraliz-ation, n.

deception, n. — F. deception, fr. Late L. decep-

tidnem, ace. of deceptio, 'a deceiving, decep-

tion', fr. L. deceptus, pp. ofdecipere, 'to deceive'.

See deceive and -tion.

deceptive, adj. — F. deceptif (fem. deceptive), fr.

ML. deceptivus, fr. L. deceptus, pp. of decipere,

'to deceive'. See deceive and -ive.

Derivatives: deceptive-ly, adv., deceptive-ness,n.

decem, tr. v., to decree. — F. decerner, fr. L. de-

cernere, 'to decide, determine', pp. decretus.

See decree and cp. concern, discern, secern.

decheance, n., forfeiture. — F., 'fall, downfall,

forfeiture', fr. ML, decadentia, 'a falling down'.

S^ decadence.

dechristianize, tr. v., to deprive of its Christian

character. — Formed fr. de- (in the privative

sense of this prefix) and christianize.

Derivative: dechristianiz-ation, n.

deci-, combining form used in the metric system

to denote one tenth of a given unit, in contra-

distinction to deca-, which is used to mean 'ten

times as much' (as the given unit). — F. deci-,

arbitrarily formed fr. L. decimus, 'the tenth', fr.

decem, 'ten'. See decimal and cp. deca-.

decibel, n., a unit for measuring the loudness of

sounds. — Compounded of deci- and bel and
lit. meaning 'the tenth part of a bel'.

decide, tr. and intr. v. — F. decider, fr. L. deci-

dere, 'to decide, determine, settle', prop, 'to cut

off', fr. de- and caedere, 'to cut, hew, lop',

whence caementum (for *caid(s)mentom), 'rough

stone, stone chippings'. See cement. For the

change of Latin ae (in caedere) to < (in dg-cldere)

see acquire and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: decid-ed, adj., decid-ed-ly, adv.,

decid-ed-ness, n., decid-er, n., decid-ing-ly, adv.

decidua n., that part of the mucous membrane
of the uterus, which is cast off at parturition

(anat.) — Medical L., short for membrdna
decidua, 'the membrane that falls off', fem. of

L. deciduus, 'falling off'. See next word.

deciduous, adj., i) falling off at a certain season

or stage of growth, etc. ; 2) shedding leaves an-

nually (said of trees). — L. deciduus, 'falhng

off', fr. decidere, 'to fall off', fr. de- and cadere,

'to fair. See cadence and cp. decadent. For the

change of Latin a (in c&dere) to i (in de-cidere)

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to. For
E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: deciduous-ly, adv., deciduous-ness,

n.

decigram, decigramme, n. — F. decigramme, 'the

tenth part of a gram', a hybrid coined fr. deci-,

and Gk. Ypa(A(Aa, 'that which is written'. See

-gram.

decile, decil, n., the aspect of two planets when
distant from each other 36 degrees (i.e. one

tenth of the zodiac). — F. decile, formed fr. L.

decem, 'ten', with the suff. -He (on analogy of

the Latin neut. adjectives quintile, sextile). See

decem and -ile.

deciliter, decilitre, n. — F. decilitre, 'the tenth

part of a liter', a hybrid coined fr. deci- and

Gk. XfTpa, 'a pound'. See liter.

deciilion, n., i) in the United States and France,

a thousand raised to the eleventh power (i.e.

I followed by 33 zeros); 2) in England and Ger-

many, a million raised to the tenth power (i.e. 1

followed by 60 zeros). — Formed fr. L. decem,

'ten' (see decern-), on analogy of million (q.v.)

Cp. billion and words there referred to.

Derivatives: decillion-th, adj. and n.

Decima, fem. PN. — L., fem. of decimus, 'tenth'.

See Decimus.

decimal, adj. — ML. decimdlis, 'pertaining to a

tenth part', fr. L. decimus, earlier form decu-

mus, 'the tenth', fr. I.-E. *dek*mos, whence also

01. dasamdh, Avestic das'ma-, Olr. dechmad,

'the tenth'. Cp. also I.-E. *dekm-tds, whence

Gk. SfotocToi;, Goth, tai-hunda, OHG. zehando,

ON. tlundi, OE. teogoda, teoda, OSlav. desftH,

Lith. desimtas, Lett, desmitais, OPruss. desslmts,

Toch. A skdnt, B skante, skaiice, 'the tenth'.

For the corresponding cardinal numbers, from

which these ordinal numbers derive, see ten.

Cp. tithe. Cp. also dean, decan, Decimus, de-

cuman, Decumaria, dime, doyen, and the second

element in dozen, duodecimo.

Derivatives: decimal, n., decirrmlism (q.v.), de-

cirrmlist (q.v.), decimalize (q.v.), decimal-ly, adv.

decimalism, n., the use of the decimal system. —
A hybrid coined fr. decimal and -ism, a suff. of

Greek origin.

decimalist, n., an advocate of the decimal system.

— A hybrid coined fr. decimal and -ist, a suff.

of Greek origin.
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decimalize, tr. v., to reduce to the decimal system.
—A hybrid coined fr. decimal and -ize, a suff. of

Greek origin. Derivative: decimaliz-ation, n.

decimate, tr. v. — L. decimatus, pp. of decimdre,

'to select by lot every tenth man for punishment,

to decimate', fr. decimus, 'tenth'. See decimal

and verbal suff. -ate.

decimation, n. — L. decimdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

decimatus, pp. of decimdre, 'to decimate'. See

prec. word and -ion.

decimeter, decimetre, n. — F, decimetre, lit. 'ten

meters', a hybrid coined fr. deci- and Gk. jx^xpov,

'measure'. See meter, 'unit of length'.

Decimus, masc. PN. — L., 'the tenth', a name
given to the tenth ciiild in a family, fr. decern,

'ten'. See decimal and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also Decima. For sense cp. Sextus, Septimus.

decipher, tr. v. — Formed fr. de- and cipher on
analogy of F. dichiffrer. Derivatives : decipher-

able, adj., decipher-er, n., decipher-ment, n.

decision, n. — F. decision, fr. L. decisionem, ace.

of decisio, 'decision, settlement', fr. decisus, pp.

of decidere, 'to decide, determine, settle'. See

decide and -ion. Derivative: decision-al, adj.

decisive, adj. — ML. decisivus, fr. L. decisus, pp.

of decidere. See decide and -ive.

Derivatives: decisive-ly, adv., decisive-ness, n.

deck, tr. v., i) to cover (obsol.); 2) to cover with

ornaments, to adorn.— MDu. decken (Du. dek-

ken), 'to cover'. See thatch.

deck, n., covering {obsol.) — MDu. decke, dek,

(Du. dek), 'roof, covering', fr. decken, 'to cover'.

See deck, v., and cp. next word.

deck, n., covering of a ship. — Shortened fr. G.
verdeck (whence also Du. overdek, later dek),

lit. 'covering' (see for- and thatch and cp. deck,

v.), and prop, a loan translation of Olt. (= It.)

coperta or MF. couverte. That E. deck is not a

LG. or Du. loan word, as suggested by most
lexicographers, is proved by the fact that the E.

word appears first in 151 3, whereas Du. over-

dek and dek occur for the first time in 1599,

resp. 1675. See Friedrich Kluge, Seemanns-
sprache, Halle, 191 1, p. 177.

deckle, n., in papermaking, i) a wooden frame

serving to keep the paperpulp from spreading

beyond a desired size; 2) a deckle edge. — G.
Deckel, 'lid, cover', dimin. of Decke, 'cover',

which is rel. to E. thatch (q.v.) See also dimin.

suff. -le.

declaim, tr. and intr. v. — Fr. earlier declame, fr.

L. decldmare, 'to practice speaking aloud, de-

claim', fr. de- and cldmdre, 'to call, cry out'.

See claim and cp. next word.

Derivative: declaim-er, n.

declamation, n. — F. declamation, fr. L. decld-

mdtionem, ace. of dectamdtio, 'practice in speak-

ing, declamation', fr. decldmdtus, pp. of decld-

mare. See prec. word and -ion.

declamatory, adj. — L. decldmdtorius, 'pertaining

to the practice of speaking, declamatory, rhe-

torical', fr. declamdius, pp. of decldmare. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -cry.

declarant, n., one who makes a declaration {law).

— F. declarant, fr. L. decldrantem, ace. of de-

cldrdns, pres. part, of decldrare. See declare

and -ant.

declaration, n. — F. declaration, fr. L. decldrd-

tidnem, ace. of decldrdtid, 'an exposition, de-

claration', fr. decldrdtus, pp. of decldrare. See

declare and -ation.

declarative, adj. — L. decldrdtivus, 'serving for

explanation', fr. decldrdtus, pp. of decldrare. See

declare and -ative.

Derivative; declarative-ly, adv.

declaratory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. L. decldrdtus, pp. of decldrdre. See declare.

declare, tr. and intr. v. — F. declarer, fr. L. de-

cldrare, 'to make clear, to make evident, to ma-
nifest, declare', fr. de- and cldrdre, 'to make
clear', fr. ctdrus, 'clear'. See clear.

Derivatives: declar-able, adj., declar-ed, adj.,

declar-ed-ly, adv., declar-ed-ness, n., declar-er, n.

declass, tr. v., to degrade from one's class. —
Formed on analogy of F. declasser. See next

word.

declasse, adj., declassed. — F., pp. of declasser,

'to degrade', fr. de- (in the privative sense of

this prefix) and classer, 'to class'. See de- and

class and cp. prec. word.

declension, n. — OF. declinaison (F. declinaison),

fr. L. declindtidnem, ace. of declindtid, 'a ben-

ding aside', fr. declindtus, pp. of declindre, 'to

bend aside, decline'. See decline and cp. decli-

nation, which is a doublet of declension.

Derivative: declension-al, adj.

declinable, adj. — F. declinable, fr. L. declind-

bilis, 'that which can be declined', fr. declindre.

See decline, v., and -able.

declination, n. — OF. declinacion (F. declinaison),

fr. L. declindtidnem, ace. of declindtid. See de-

clension and -ation.

declinator, n., an instrument for measuring de-

clination. — Formed with agential suff. -or fr.

L. declindtus, pp. of declindre. See decline.

declinatory, adj., pertaining to declination. —
ML. declindtdrius, fr. L. declindtus, pp. of de-

clindre. See decline, v., and the adj. suflBxes -ate

and -ory and cp. declivity.

decline, intr. and tr. v. — ME. declinen, fr. MF.
(= F.) decliner, fr. L. declindre, fr. de- and

-clindre. See clinical and ep. incline, recline.

Derivatives: declin-ed, adj., declin-er, n.

decline, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) declin, back

formation fr. decliner. See decline, v.

declinometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

declination of the magnetic needle (phys.) —
A hybrid coined fr. L. declindre, 'to decline',

and Gk. ^Tpov, 'measure'. See declination and
meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

declivitous, adj., having a downward slope. —
See next word and -ous and cp. declivous.

dedlvity, n., a downward slope. — F. declivite,

fr. L. dgclJvitdtem, ace. of dicttvitds, 'a sloping

place, declivity', fr. declivis, 'sloping down-

ward', fr. de- and cllvus, 'slope, hill'. See clivus

and -ity.

declivous, adj., having a downward slope. — See

prec. word and -ous and cp. declivitous.

declutch, intr. v., to disengage a clutch. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and clutch.

decoct, tr. v., to prepare or extract by boiling. —
L. decoctus, pp. of decoquere, 'to boil down',

fr. de- and coquere, 'to cook, boil'. See cook

and ep. concoct.

decoction, n. — F. decoction, fr. L. decoctidnem,

ace, of decoctio, 'a boiling down', fr. decoctus,

pp. of decoquere. See prec. word and -ion and

ep. concoction.

decode, v., to translate from a code into ordinary

language. — See de- and code.

Decodon, n., a genus of plants, the swamp loose-

strife {bot.) — ModL., lit. 'having ten teeth',

compounded of Gk. S^xa, 'ten', and 68<iv, gen.

6S6vTO(;, 'tooth'; so called in allusion to the

ten-toothed calyx. See deca- and odonto-.

decollate, tr. v., to behead. — L. decolldtus, pp.

of decolldre, 'to behead', lit. 'to cut off from

the neck', fr. de- and collum, 'neck'. See collar

and verbal suff. -ate and cp. collet. Cp. also

decollete.

Derivatives: decollat-ed, adj., decollation (q.v.)

decollation, n., the act of beheading. — F. decol-

lation, fr. L. decolldtidnem, aec. of decollatio,

fr. decolldtus, pp. of decolldre. See prec. word

and -ion.

decollete, adj., leaving the neck and shoulders

bare. — F., pp. of decolleter, 'to uncover the

neck and shoulders', fr. de- (see de-) and collet,

dimin. of col, cou, 'neck'. See collet and cp.

decollate.

decolor, decolour, tr. v., to decolorize. — Formed
fr. de- (in the privative sense of this prefix) and

color, V.

decolorant, n., a substance that removes color. —
L. decolordns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of deco-

Idrdre. See next word and -ant.

decoloration, n., removal of color. — L. de-

coldrdtid, 'a discoloring,' fr. decoldrdtus, pp. of

decoldrdre, 'to deprive of color, discolor', fr.

de- and coldrdre, 'to color'. See color, v., and

-ation.

decolorize, decolourize, tr. v., to remove the color

of, to bleach. — A hybrid coined fr. L. deco-

ldrdre (see decolor) and -ize, a suff. of Greek

origin. The correct form is decolor.

Derivatives: decoto{u)riz-ation, n., decolo(u)riz-

er, n.

decompose, tr, and intr. v., to separate into com-
ponents; to rot. — F. decomposer, 'to decom-

pose, rot, decay', fr. de- (in the privative sense

of this prefix) and composer. See de- and com-

pose.

Derivatives: decompos-ed, adj., decompos-er, n.

decomposite, adj., compounded more than once.

— Late L. decompositus, 'formed from a com-
pound', fr. de- (with intensive force) and L. com-

posilus, pp. of compdnere, 'to put together'. See

composite and cp. decompound.

Derivative : decomposite, n.

decomposition, n., the act of decomposing. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this pre-

fix) and composition. Cp. decompose.

decompound, tr. v., to compound more than

once; adj., compounded more than once; n.,

a decomposite.— Formed fr. de- (with intensive

force) and compound.

decorate, tr. v. — L. decordtus, pp. of decordre,

'to decorate, adorn, embellish; to honor, dis-

tinguish', fr. decus, gen. decoris, 'ornament,

grace, splendor'. See decent and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: decorat-ed, adj., decoration (q.v.),

decorat-ive, adj., decorat-ive-ly, adv., decorat-

ive-ness, n., decorat-or, n.

decoration, n. — Late L. decordtid, gen. -dnis, fr.

L. decordtus, pp. of decordre. See prec. word
and -ion.

decorous, adj., proper, dignified. — L. decorus,

'becoming, fitting, seemly', fr, decus, gen. de-

coris, 'ornament, dignity'. See decent and cp.

decorate, decorum. For E. -ous, as equivalent to

L. -us, see -ous. The word decorous was intro-

duced into English by Henry More (1614-87),

philosopher of the Cambridge Platonist school.

Derivatives: decorous-ly, adv., decorous-ness, n.

decorticate, tr. v., to strip off the bark, to flay. —
L. decorticdtus, pp. of decorticdre, 'to bark', fr.

de- (in the privative sense of this prefix), and

cortex, gen. corticis, 'rind, bark'. See cortex and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: decorticat-ion, n., decorticat-or, n.

decorum, n., that which is proper. — L, decorum,

'that which is seemly', prop, neut. of the adj.

decorus. See decorous.

decoy, n., a lure; a bait. — Formed from Du. de,

def article, and kooi, 'cage', fr. L. cavea. 'ex-

cavated place, cavity, enclosure.' See the, def

art., and cage.

Derivative: decoy, v.

decrease, intr. and tr. v. — Fr. AF. decreiss-,

pres. part, stem of decreistre, corresponding to

OF. descreistre, descroistre (F. decroitre), fr.

VL. discrescere, for L. decrescere, 'to grow less,

grow shorter, decrease, diminish'. See de- and

crescent.

Derivatives: decrease, n., decreas-ing-ly, adv.

decree, n, — ME, decree, fr. OF. decre, decret

(F. decret), fr. L. decretum, 'decision, decree,

ordinance', prop. neut. of decretus, pp. of de-

cernere, 'to pronounce a decision, decide, deter-

mine', fr. de- and cernere, 'to separate, sift,

distinguish, discern, understand, decide'. See

certain and cp. decretal, decern, discern, secern.

Derivatives: decree, intr. and tr. v., decre-er, n.

decrement, n., decrease; diminution. — L. decre-

mentum, 'diminution, decrease', fr. decrescere.
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See decrease and cp. increment. For the ending
see suff. -ment.

decremeter, n., an instrument for measuring
the dampening of electric waves. — Shortened
for decrement meter. See prec. word and meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

decrepit, adj., feebled by age. — F. decrepit, fr.

L. decrepitus, 'very old, infirm, decrepit', lit.

'noiseless', fr. de- and crepitus, 'a rattling, creak-

ing, clattering, a noise', fr. crepdre [pp. stem

crepit-ium)], 'to rattle, crack, burst', which is of

imitative origin. See crepitate and cp. craven.

Derivatives; decrepit-ly, adv., decrepit-ness, n.

decrepitate, tr. v., to heat salt or mineral so as

to cause crackling; intr. v., to crackle. — ML.
decrepitdtus, pp. of decrepitare, which is prob.

formed fr. de- (in the priv. sense of this prefix)

and L. crepitdre, 'to rattle, creak, crackle', freq.

of crepdre. See crepitate and cp. decrepit.

Derivative: decrepitat-ion, n.

decrepitude, n., the state of being decrepit. —
F. decrepitude, fr. L. decrepitus, 'very old, in-

firm, decrepit'. See decrepit and -ude.

decrescendo, adj., and adv., gradually decreasing

in loudness; n., a gradual decrease in loudness.

— It., compounded of de- and crescendo.

decrescent, adj., growing smaller. — Compound-
ed of de- and crescent.

decretal, adj., pertaining to a decree. — Late L.

decretdlis, 'pertaining to a decree', fr. L. decre-

tum. See decree and adj. suff. -al.

decretal, n., a papal decree. — F. decretale, fr.

ML. decretale, prop. neut. of Late L. decretdlis,

used as a noun. See decretal, adj.

decretalist, n., one learned in the decretals. —
See prec. word and -ist and cp. next word.

decretist, n., the same as decretalist. — See prec.

word.

decretive, adj., having the force of a decree. —
Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. decretum. See

decree.

decretory, adj. — L. decretorius, 'pertaining to a

decree or decision', fr. decretum. See decree and
adj. suff. -ory.

decrial, n. — Formed fr. decry with subst. suff. -al.

decrustation, n., the act of removing a crust. —
Formed with suff. -ion fr. L. decrustdtus, pp. of
decrustdre, 'to peel off, split off', fr. de- and
crustdre, 'to cover with a crust', fr. crusta,

'crust'. See crust.

decry, tr. v. — See de- and cry, v., and cp. descry.

decuman, adj., large, immense (said of waves). —
L. decumdnus, also decimdnus, 'of, or pertain-

ing to, the tenth', fr. decumus, decimus, 'the

tenth' (see decimal and -an); so called from
the idea that every tenth wave was large.

Decumaria, n., a genus of vines (bot.) — ModL.,
fr. L. decumdrius, also decimdrius, 'pertaining

to the tenth part', fr. decumus, decimus, 'tenth,

a tenth part', fr. decern, 'ten' (see decimal and
cp. decuman); so called in allusion to its often

lo-merous Sowers.

decumbence, decumbency, n. — Formed fr. next
word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

decumbent, adj., lying down; lying on the ground
(bot.)— L. decumbens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of
decumbere, 'to lie down', fr. de- and -cumbere
(found only in compounds), nasalized form of
cubdre, 'to lie down, recline'. See cubicle and
cp. accumbent and words there referred to.

Derivative: decumbent-ly, adv.

decuple, adj., tenfold. — F. decuple, fr. L. de-

cuplus, 'tenfold', formed fr. decem, 'ten', on
analogy of duplus, 'double' (lit. 'twofold'), fr.

duo, 'two'. See decem- and -fold and cp. ply,

'to bend', and words there referred to.

Derivatives : decuple, n. and tr. v.

decurion, n., an oflScer in the Roman army, com-
manding a company of ten men. — L. decurid,

gen. -dnis, 'chief of a company of ten', fr. de-

curia, 'a company of ten men'. See decury.

decurrence, decurrency, n. — Formed fr. decur-

rent with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

decurrent, adj., running downward. — L. de-

currens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of decurrere, 'to

run down', fr. de- and currere, 'to run'. See cur-

rent, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: decurrent-ly, adv.

decursive, adj., running downward. — ModL.
decursivus, fr. L. decursus, pp. of decurrere. See
prec. word and -ive.

Derivative : decursive-ly, adv.

decury, n., a division or company of ten men. —
L. decuria, fr. decem, 'ten'. See decem- and cp.

decurion. Cp. also dicker, 'a set of ten', and
century.

decussate, tr. and intr. v., to cross or divide in

the form of an X. — L. decussdtus, pp. of de-

cus.sdre, 'to divide crosswise (in the form of an
X)', fr. decussis (for decem asses), 'ten asses;

the number ten ; the symbol X, as representing

ten\ See decem- and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: decussat-ed, adj.

decussate, adj., crossed, shaped like an X. — L.

decussdtus. See decussate, v.

decussation, n. — L. decussdtid, gen. -dnis, 'inter-

secting of two lines crosswise', fr. decussdtus.

See decussate, v., and -ion.

dedicate, tr. v. — L. dedicdtus, pp. of dedicdre,

'to affirm, declare, announce, dedicate, conse-

crate', fr. de- and dicdre, 'to proclaim, dedicate',

which is rel. to dicere, 'to say, teU'. See diction

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: dedicat-ee, ad}., dedication, dedica-

tive (qq.v.), dedicat-ory, adj., dedicat-ori-ly, adv.

dedicate, adj., dedicated. — L. dedicdtus, pp. of

dedicdre. See dedicate, v., and adj. suff. -ate.

dedication, n. — OF. dedication (F. dedication),

fr. L. dedicatidnem, ace. of dedicdtid, 'dedica-

tion, consecration', fr. dedicdtus, pp. ofdedicdre.
See dedicate, v., and -ion.

Derivative: dedictftion-al, adj.

dedicative, adj. — Late L. dedicdtivus, it. L. dedi-

cdtus, pp. of dedicdre. See dedicate, v., and -ive.

deduce, tr. v. — L. deducere, 'to lead or bring

down, deduct, derive, trace down', fr. de- and
ducere, 'to lead'. See duke and cp. deduct.

Derivatives: deduc-ible, adj., deduc-ibil-ity, n.,

deduc-ible-ness, n., deduc-ibl-y, adv.

deduct, tr. v. — L. deductus, pp. of deducere. See

prec. word.

deduction, n. — L. deductid, gen. -dnis, 'a leading

away; deduction, diminution; reasoning', fr.

deductus, pp. of deddcere ; see deduce and -ion.

As a term of philosophy, L. deductid was first

used by Anicius Manlius Severinus (cca. 480-

524) as a loan translation of Aristotle's aTra-

•ywyv), lit. 'a leading away', fr. arcdtyEiv, 'to lead

away'.

deductive, adj. — L. deducttvus, 'derivative', fr.

deductus, pp. of deddcere. See deduce and -ive.

Derivative: deductive-ly, adv.

deed, n.— ME. dede, fr. OE. died, rel. to OS. ddd,

ON. ddd, OFris. dede, ded, Du. daad, OHG.,
MHG. tdt, G. Tat, 'deed, act', Goth, ga-deps,

'a putting, placing, adoption', fr. L-E. *dhe-ti-,

whence also Lith. detis, 'load, burden', and the

second element in OSlav. blago-deti, 'good

deed, favor'; cp. I.-E. *d¥-ti-, whence OI.

-(d)hitih (only in compounds), 'a placing', Gk.
•Seen;, 'a placing, setting'. Late L. con-diti-d, 'a

founding' (fr. L. conditus, pp. of condere). I.-E.

*dhe-ti- and *d¥-ti- are derivatives of base

*dhe-, *d¥-, 'to put, place; to do, make'. See

do, v., and cp. thesis.

deem, tr. v. — ME. demen, fr. OE. demon, 'to

judge, condemn, think, believe', rel. to ON.
da;ma, OFris. dema, OS. addmian, Du. doemen,

OHG. tuomen, Goth, -domjan (only in com-
pounds). Cp. doom and -dom.

deemer, n., one who deems. — OE. demere, fr.

demon. See prec. word and agential suff. -er.

deemster, n., judge. — ME. demestre, 'judge', fr.

demen. See deem and -ster- and cp. doomster,

dempster.

Derivative : deemster-ship, n.

deep, adj. — ME. deop, dep, deep, fr. OE. deop,

rel. to OS. diop, OFris. didp, Du. diep, OHG.
tiof, tiuf, MHG., G. tief, ON. djiipr, Dan. dyb,

Swed. djup, Goth, diups, 'deep', fr. Teut. base

*deupa-, 'deep', corresponding to I.-E. base

*dheubh-, *dhubh-, whence Luh, dubiis, 'deep,

hollow', duobe, 'pit', Lett, dubens, 'bottom',

OSlav. dUiio (for *dhubno-), Czech, Slov., etc.

dno, 'bottom', Olr. domain (for *dhubni-), 'deep',

domun (for *dhubno-), 'world', W. dwfn, 'deep'.

Cp. depth, dip, dive, dope, dopper.

Derivatives: deep, n. deep, adv. (q.v.), deep-en,

v., deep-en-er, n., deep-en-ing, adj. deep-en-ing-

ly, adv.

deep, adv. — ME. depe, fr. OE. deope, 'deep'

(adv.), 'deeply', fr. deop, 'deep'. See deep, adj.

deer, n. - ME. dere, deer, fr. OE. deor, 'a wild

animal', rel. to OS. Jior, ON. dyr, OFris. diar,

Du. dier, OHG. tior, MHG., G. tier, 'animal
,

Goth, dius, 'wild animal'; orig. 'a breathing

being', and cogn. with OSlav. duchU, 'breath,

spirit', duSa, 'soul', Lith. dvasas (masc.), dvasid,

(fern.), 'spirit', Lett. dvaSa, 'breath, odor',

dvesele, 'breath, soul, life'. All these words
derive fr. I.-E. *dheus-, *dhous-, *dhwos-, *dhe-

wes-, *dhwh-, 'to breathe', which are enlarge-

ments of base *dheu-, 'to fly about like dust,

to smoke'. See thio- and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For sense development cp. L. animal,

'animal', lit. 'a living being', fr. anima, 'air,

breath of life, soul', Gk. I^qSov, 'animal', lit. 'a

living being', Heb. hayyd", 'animal, beast', lit.

'a living being'; cp. animal, zoo-.

deface, tr. v., to mar. — ME. defacen, fr. OF.
desfacier, 'to disfigure', fr. L. dis- and VL. facia

(for L. fades), 'face'. See dis- and face and cp.

efface.

Derivatives: deface-able, adj., deface-ment, n.,

defac-er, n., defac-ing, adj., defac-ing-ly, adv.

de facto, in actual fact, the opposite of dejure. —
L. de facto, 'in fact', fr. de, 'from, down from,

according to', and abl. of factum, 'deed, act,

fact'. See de- and fact.

defalcate, intr. v., to embezzle. — ML. defal-

cdtus, pp. of defalcdre, 'to cut off with a sickle',

whence fig. 'to deduct', fr. de- and L. falx, gen.

falcis, 'sickle'. See falchion and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: defalcation (q.v.), defalcat-or, n.

defalcation, n., embezzlement. — ML. defal-

cdtid, gen. -dnis, fr. defalcdtus. See prec. word
and -ion.

defamation, n., calumny, aspersion. — ME. dif-

famacioun, fr. OF. diffamation, fr. L. diffdmd-

tidnem, ace. of diffdmdtid, fr. diffdmdtus, pp. of

diffdmdre. See defame and -ation.

defamatory, adj., tending to defame. - ML. dif-

fdmdtdrius, 'tending to defame', fr. L. diffd-

mdtus, pp. of diffdmdre. See next word and adj.

suff. -ory.

Derivative: defamatori-ly, adv.

defame, tr. v., to calumniate, asperse. — ME.
defamen, diffamen, fr. OF. diffamer, fr. L. diffd-

mdre, 'to spread an evil report, defame', fr.

dis- and fdma, 'report, rumor'. See fame.

Derivatives: defam-ed, adj., defam-er, n. de-

fam-ing-ly, adv.

default, n. — ME. defaulte, defaute, fr. VL. *de-

fallita, pp. of *defallere (whence F. defaillir, 'to

be wanting'), used as a noun, fr. de- and L. fal-

lere, 'to deceive'. See fail and cp. fault. Cp.

OProveng. defauta, defaulta, which are the exact

equivalents of OF. defaute. In MF. and ModF.,
defaut, 'default, blemish', a collateral form,

superseded the ancient form defaute. (Cp. also^

OProven?. defaut, a collateral form of defauta.

default, intr. and tr. v. — ME. defauten, fr. de-

faute. See default, n.

Derivatives: default-ant, adj., default-er, n.

defeasance, n., the act of making null and void

(law). — OF. defesance, 'undoing', fr. defesant,

desfesant, pres. part, of defaire, desfaire, 'to

undo'. See defeat, v., and -ance.
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defeasible, adj., capable of being made null and

void. — AF., 'capable of being annulled', fr.

AF. defaire, which corresponds to OF. defaire,

desfaire, 'to undo'. See defeat, v., and -ible and

cp. feasible.

Derivatives: defeasibil-ity, n., defeasible-ness, n.

defeat, tr. v.— OF. defeit, defait (F. defait), pp. of

defaire, desfaire (F. defaire), 'to undo', fr. VL.

*disfacere (corresponding to L. deficere), fr. dis-

and L. facere, 'to make, do'. See fact and cp.

defect.

defeat, n. — Formed fr. defeat, v., on analogy

of F. defaite, 'defeat', which derives fr. defaire,

'to undo'.

defeatism, n. — Formed on analogy of F. de-

faitisme, which derives fr. defaite. See defeat,

n., and -ism.

defeatist, n., an adherent of defeatism. — F. de-

faitiste, fr. defaite. See prec. word and -ist.

defeature, tr. v. — OF. deffaiture, desfaiture, fr.

desfaire, 'to undo'. See defeat, v., and -ure.

defecate, tr. and intr. v. — L. defaecdtus, pp. of

defaecdre, 'to cleanse from dregs, defecate', fr.

de- and/aex, gen./aecw, 'dregs, lees'. See faeces

and verbal sufT. -ate.

defecation, n. — Late L. defaecatio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. defaecdtus, pp. of defaecdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

defect, n. ~ L. defectus, 'a failing, failure', fr.

defectus, pp. of deficere, 'to forsake, desert,

abandon, revolt; to remove oneself, withdraw;

to be wanting, fail', fr. de- and facere (pp. fac-

tus), 'to make do'. See fact and cp. deficit. For

the change of Latin a (in fdctus) to e (in de-

fectus) see accent and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: defect, intr. v., defect-ible, adj.,

defect-ihil-ity, n., defection (q.v.), defective (q.v.),

defective-ly, adv., defective-ness, n., defector,

(q-v.)

defection, n. — L. defectio, gen. -onis, 'failure,

deficience, desertion', fr. defectus, pp. of deficere.

See prec. word and -ion.

defective, adj. — F. defectif (fem. defective), fr.

Late L. defectlvus, 'imperfect, defective', fr. L.

defectus, pp. of deficere. See defect and -ive.

Derivatives: defective, n., defective-ly, adv., de-

fective-ness, n.

defector, n., one who defects. — L. defector, 'one

who revolts, a rebel', fr. defectus, pp. of deficere,

'to be wanting, fail; to remove oneself, with-

draw'. See defect and agential suff. -or.

defence, n. — The British spelling of defense.

defend, tr. and intr. v. — ME. defenden, fr. OF.

defendre (F. defendre), fr. L. defendere, 'to ward

off, keep away, defend, guard, protect', fr. de-

and -fendere (found only in compounds), 'to

thrust, strike', fr. L-E. base *g"hen-, 'to strike',

whence also OI. hdnti, 'he strikes, kills', pi.

ghndnii, 'they strike, kill", Hitt. kuenzi, 'he

strikes, kills', kunanzi, 'they strike, kill'. Arm.

gan, gen. gani, 'a beating, thrashing', Jnem, 'I,

beat, strike', Gk. ^etvetv (for *gh"'en-yein),

'to strike', cp6vo? (for *gh'^onos), 'murder'. Alb.

gan, '1 hunt', OSIav. zenp, gUnati, 'to drive',

Lith. genii, ginti, 'to drive', geniu, geneti, 'to cut

off branches', Olr. gonim, 'I strike, kill', guin,

'a wound', ON. gunnr, gudr, OE. gUd, 'war,

battle', gQdfana, 'banner'. Cp. defense, fend, of-

fend, offense. Cp. also phoenix, the first element

in gonfanon, Gunther, and the second element

in Bellerophon, Tisiphone, Triphasia and

Edith. Derivatives: defendant (q.v.), defend-er, n.

defendant, adj., defending; n., the accused party

(/aiv). — F. defendant, pres. part, of defendre,

fr. L. defendere. See defend and -ant.

defenestration, n., the act of throwing out of a

window. — Formed fr. pref. de-, L. fenestra,

'window' (see fenestra) and suff. -ation. Cp.

fenestration,

defense, defence, n. — ME. defense, defence, fr.

OF. defense (F. defense), fr. VL. defensa (cor-

responding in sense to L. defensio), 'defense',

prop. fem. pp. of L. defendere, used as a noun.

See defend and -ce.

Derivatives: defense-less, defence-less, adj., de-

fense-less-ly, defence-less-ly, adv., defense-less-

ness, defence-less-ness, n.

defensible, adj. — Late L. defensibilis, a collateral

form of L. defensdbilis, 'defensible', fr. defen-

sdre, 'to defend diligently', freq. of defendere

(pp. defensus), 'to defend'. See defend and -ible

and cp. defense.

Derivatives: defensibil-ity, n., defensible-ness,

a., defensibl-y, adv.

defensive, adj. — F. defensif (Jem. defensive), fr.

ML. defensivus, fr. L. defensus, pp. oidefendere.

See defend and -ive.

Derivatives: defensive, n., defensive-ly, adv.,

defensive-ness, n.

defensor, n. — L. defensor, 'a defender', fr. de-

fensus, pp. of defendere. See defend and agential

suff. -or.

defensory, adj.— ML. defensdrius, fr. L. defensus,

pp. of defendere. See defend and adj. suff.

-ory.

defer, intr. v., to delay, postpone. — ME. diffe-

ren, fr. OF. differer (F. differer), fr. L. differre,

'to carry in different directions, spread abroad,

scatter, disperse; to defer, delay'. See differ.

Derivatives: defer-ment, n., deferr-ed, adj., de-

ferr-er, n.

defer, intr. v., to submit. — F. deferer, 'to yield,

comply, pay deference', fr. L. deferre, 'to carry

or bring down, grant, allot, offer', fr. de- and

ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to carry', and

cp. confer and words there referred to.

deference, n. — F. deference, fr. deferer. See de-

fer, 'to submit', and -ence.

deferent, adj., i) carrying away or down; 2) per-

taining to the ductus deferens (anat.) — L. de-

ferens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of deferre. See

defer, 'to submit', and -cnt.

deferential, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

»
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L. deferens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of deferre.

See defer, 'to submit'.

Derivative: deferential-ly, adv.

defervescence, n., i) a cooling down; 2) dis-

appearance of fever (med.)— Formed with suff.

-ce fr. L. defervescens, gen. -entis. See next

word and cp, effervescence.

defervescent, adj., pertaining to defervescence;

n., a remedy causing defervescence (med.) — L.

defervescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of defer-

vescere, 'to cease boiling', fr. de- andfervescere,

'to become boiling hot', inchoative of fervere,

'to boil'. See fervescent.

defeudalize, tr. v., to deprive of feudal character.

— Compounded of de- (in the privative sense

of this prefix) and feudalize.

defiance, n. — ME. deffiance, defiaunce, fr. OF.

defiance, deffiance, fr. defter, desfier. See defy

and -ance.

defiant, adj. — F. defiant, pres. part, of defier. See

defy and -ant.

Derivatives: defiant-ly, adv., defiant-ness, n.

deficiency, n. — Late L. deficientia, 'the wanting,

want', fr. deficiens, gen. -entis. See next word
and -cy.

deficient, adj. — L. deficiens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of deficere, 'to be wanting', fr. de- and

facere, 'to make, do'. See fact and cp. defect,

deficit. For the change of Latin a (in facere) to

I (in de-ficere) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: deficient, n., deficient-ly, adv.

deficit, n., lack, shortage. — F. deficit, fr. L. de-

ficit, 'it is wanting', 3rd pers. sing. pres. of de-

ficere. See deficient.

defilade, tr. and intr. v., to protect (the lines)

from enfilading fire. — Formed with suff. -ade

fr. F. defiler, 'to unthread'. See defile, 'to march

in files', and cp. enfilade.

defilading, n., the art of constructing fortifica-

tions so as to protect from enfilading fire. —
Formed fr. prec. word with subst. suff. -ing.

defile, tr. v., to make foul. — ME. defoulen, 'to

trample under foot, crush, insult', fr. OF. de-

foler, defouler, of s.m., fr. de- (see de-) and foler,

fouler (F. fouler), 'to tread, trample down, crush,

full'; see full, 'to cleanse'. The verb defile was

influenced in form and meaning by foul and

the verb file, 'to make foul'.

Derivatives: defil-ed, adj., defil-ed-ness, n., de-

file-ment, n., defil-er, n., defil-ing-ly, adv.

defile, intr. v., to march in files. — F. defiler, 'to

march in files', lit. 'to unthread, unstring', fr.

de- (see de-) and file, 'row', fr. L.fllum, 'thread'.

Cp. OProven?. and OSp. desfitar, Sp. deshilar.

Port, desfiar, 'to march in files', and see file,

'thread'.

defile, n., a narrow passage. — F. defile, 'a nar-

row passage', prop, 'a passage in which troops

can march in files', orig. pp. of defiler, 'to march
in lines', used as a noun. See prec. word. For
the loss of the French pp. suff. -e in English

loan words cp. costive and words there re-

ferred to.

define, tr. v. ^ OF. definer, fr. L. de (see de-)

and finJre, 'to set limits to, to end, finish', fr.

finis, 'limit, boundary, end'. (F. difinir comes
fr. L. definire, 'to set limits to; to determine,

define'.) See finish.

Derivatives: defin-able, adj., defin-abil-ity, n.,

defin-ed, adj., defin-ed-ly, adv., define-ment, n.,

defin-er, n., definite (q.v.), definition (q.v.),

definitive, adj. (q.v.), definit-ize, tr. v., definit-iz-

ation, n., definitor, n. (q.v.)

definite, adj. — L. definitus, pp. of definire, *to

define'. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ite.

Derivatives: definite-ly, adv., definite-ness, n.

definition, n. — OF. (F. definition), fr. L. de-

finitionem, ace. of definitio, 'a limiting, defining;

definition', fr. definitus, pp. of definire. See de-

fine. L. definitio is prop, a loan translation of

Gk. 6pi(i[i.6?, which derives fr. opi^eiv, 'to

bound, mark out, determine', fr. 8poi;, 'border,

boundary'. Derivative: definition-al, adj.

definitive, adj. — OF. definitif, fem. definitive

(F. definitif, fem. definitive), fr. L. definitivus,

'explanatory, definitive', fr. definitus. See de-

finite and -ive.

Derivatives: definitive-ly, adv., definitive-ness, n.

definitor, n., an officer charged with the super-

vision of ecclesiastical property. — Eccles. L.,

fr. L. definitus, pp. of definire. See define and

agential suff. -or.

deflagrate, tr. and intr. v., to bum up suddenly.

— L. deflagrdtus, pp. of deflagrdre, 'to bum up,

be consumed by the fire', fr. de- and flagrdre,

'to bum'. See flagrant and verbal suff. -ate.

deflagration, n. — L. deflagrdtid, gen. -onis, fr.

deflagrdtus, pp. of deflagrdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

deflagrator, n., a device for causing deflagration.

— Formed with agential suff. -or fr. L. defla-

grdtus, pp. of deflagrdre. See deflagrate.

deflate, tr. v., to remove the air from. — Adapted

in a new sense fr. L. defldtus, pp. of defldre, 'to

blow off', fr. de- and flare, 'to blow'. See flatus

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: deflat-ion, n., deflat-ion-ary, adj.

deflect, tr. and intr. v. — L. deflectere (pp. de-

flexus), 'to bend aside or downward', fr. de-

and flectere, 'to bend'. See flex, v.

Derivatives: deflect-ed, adj., deflection (q.v.),

deflect-ive, adj., deflector (q.v.)

deflection, deflexion, n. — Late L. deflexio, gen.

-onis, 'a bending aside or downward', fr. L. de-

flexus, pp. of deflectere. See prec. word and -ion.

deflorate, adj., having shed its pollen (bot.) —
Late L. defldrdtus, pp. of defldrdre. See next

word and adj. suff. -ate and cp. deflower.

defloration, n., the act of deflowering. — Late L.

defldrdtio, gen. -onis, fr. defldrdtus, pp. of de-

fldrdre, 'to deprive of flowers (also figuratively,

'to deprive of virginity'), fr. de- and h.flds, gen.

fldris, 'flower'. See flower and -ation.
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deflower, tr. v., to deprive of virginity. — ME.
d'-floren, fr. OF. desflorer (F. deflorer), fr. Late

L. deftordre. See prec. word.

defluent, adj., flowing downward. — L. deftuens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of defluere, 'to flow down
or downward', fr. de- and fluere, 'to flow'.

See fluent,

defoliate, i) adj., deprived of leaves; 2) tr. v., to

deprive of leaves. — Late L. defolidtus, pp. of

defolidre, 'to deprive of leaves', fr. de- and L.

folidtus, 'leaved, leafy'. See foliate, adj.

Derivative: defoliat-ion, n.

deforest, tr. v., to disafforest. — Formed fr. de-

and forest. Cp. afforest, disafforest, disforest.

Derivatives: deforest-ation, n., deforest-er, n.

deform, tr. v. — F. deformer, fr. L. deformdre,

'to deform, disfigure', fr. de- and formdre, 'to

form, shape'. See form, v.

Derivatives: deform-ed, adj., deform-ed-ly, adv.,

deform-ed-ness, n., deform-er, n.

deformation, n. — F. deformation, fr. L. deformd-

tidnem, ace. of deformdtid, 'a deforming, dis-

figuring', fr. deformdtus, pp. of deformdre. See

prec. word and -ation.

deformity, n., i)tl)e condition of being deformed;

2) ugliness. — OF. deformite, fr. L. deformitd-

tem, ace. of deformitds, 'deformity, ugliness',

fr. deformis, 'misformed, misshaped', fr. de-

and forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n., and

-ity.

defraud, tr. v., to cheat. — OF. defrauder, fr. L.

defrauddre, 'to defraud, cheat', fr. de- and frau-

ddre, 'to cheat', fr. fraus, gen. fraudis, 'deceit,

fraud'. See fraud,

defray, tr. v., to pay. — F. defrayer, 'to pay

costs', fr. de- (see de-) and VL. *fredum, 'fine,

cost', fr. Frankish *fridu, lit. 'peace'; see affray.

The original meaning of defray was 'to appease,

pacify' (for sense development cp. pay).

Derivatives: defray-al, n., defray-er, n., defray-

ment, n.

deft, adj., dexterous. — ME., fr. OE. (ge)dxfte,

'mild, gentle', rel. to gedafen, gedefe, 'suitable',

Goth, gadaban, 'to be fit', ON. dafna, 'to grow

strong', Du. deftig, 'important, relevant', fr.

I.-E. base *dhabh-, 'to become, be suitable',

whence also L. faber, 'forger, smith', OSlav.

dobru, 'fine, good', doba, 'opportunity', podoba,

'ornament', Lith. dab'mti, 'to adorn', dabniis,

'graceful'. Cp. daft. Cp. also fabric, forge.

Derivatives: deft-ty, adv., deft-ness, n.

defunct, adj., dead. — L. defunctus, pp. of de-

fungor, defungi, 'to finish, have done with, per-

form, depart, die', fr. de- and fungi {pp. functus),

'to be engaged in, discharge, perform, execute,

do'. See function.

Derivative: defunct, n.

defy, tr. v. — F. defier, fr. OF. desfier, defter

(F. defier), fr. VL. *disfiddre, *diffiddre (whence

also It. diffidare), fr. dis- and VL. *fiddre, 'to

trust, have confidence in', fr. L. fJdus, 'trusty,

faitliful'. See fiiith, fidelity. OF. defier, difier orig.

meant 'to renounce one's faith', whence arose

the meanings 'to distrust' and 'to challenge'.

degeneracy, n. — Formed fr. degenerate, adj.,

with suff. -cy.

degenerate, intr. v. — L. degenerdtus, pp. of de-

generdre, 'to degenerate', lit. 'to depart from

one's race', fr. de- and genus, gen. generis, 'birth,

descent; race'. See genus and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: degeneration (q.v.), degenerat-ive,

adj.

degenerate, adj. and n. — L. degenerdtus, pp. of

degenerdre. See degenerate, v.

degeneration, n. — F. degeneration, fr. L. degene-

rdtus, pp. of degenerdre. See degenerate, v., and

suff. -ation.

deglutition, n., the act of swallowing. — F. de-

glutition, fr. L. deglQtitidnem, ace. of deglUti-

tid, 'a swallowing down', fr. deglHtitus, pp. of

deglutire, 'to swallow down', fr. de- and glutire,

'to swallow'. See glut, 'to swallow', and -ion.

deglutitory, adj., pertaining to deglutition. — See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ory.

degradation, n. — F. degradation, fr. Late L. de-

graddtidnem, ace. of degraddtid, 'deposition

from one's rank', fr. degraddtus, pp. of degra-

ddre. See degrade and -ation.

degrade, tr. v., to reduce to a lower status; intr.

v., to degenerate. — OF. degrader (F. degrader),

fr. Late L. degraddre, 'to deposit from one's

rank', fr. de- and L. gradus, 'a step, pace, stage,

degree'. See grade and cp. degree.

Derivatives: degrad-ed, adj., degrad-ed-ly, adv.,

degrad-ed-ness, n., degrad-ing, adj., degrad-ing-

ly, adv., degrad-ing-ness, n.

ddgras, n., fat recovered by dressing skins with

fish oil. — F., formed fr. de- (see de-) and gras,

fern, grasse, 'fat', fr. L. crassus, 'thick', whence

also It. grasso. Rum. gras, OProven?., Catal.

gras, Sp. graso. Port, graxo, 'fat'. See crass,

degree, n. — ME. degre, fr. OF. degret, later

degre (F. degre), which is usually derived fr.

Late L. *degradus, lit. 'a step down', fr. Late L.

degraddre, 'to deposit from one's rank', in VL.

prob. meaning also 'to descend', fr. de- and L.

gradus, 'degree'. It is more probable, however,

that OF. degret, degre was formed from the

prep, de (see de-) and L. gradus. See grade and

cp. degrade,

degression, n., a going down; decrease. — L. de-

gressio, gen. -onis, 'a going down', fr. degressus,

pp. of degredi, 'to go down', fr. de- and gradi

(pp. grassus), 'to take steps, to walk'. See grade

and -ion. For the change of Latin d (in grddi)

to e (in de-gressus) see congress and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also digression,

degressive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

degressus, pp. of degredi. See prec. word.

Derivative: degressive-ly, adv.

degringolade, n., a precipitate breakdown. — F.

degringolade, 'tumble, downfall', fr. degringoler,

'to tumble down', fr. di- (see de-) and earlier

F. gringoler, which is prob. borrowed fr. Du.
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kringelen, 'to roll, twist', fr. kringel, 'a circle',

dimin. oikring, 'circle, ring'. See cringle and -ade.

degust, tr. and intr. v., to taste {rare). — L. de-

gustdre, 'to taste, try', fr. de- and gustdre, 'to

taste, enjoy'. See gust, 'relish', and cp. disgtist.

degustation, n. — Late L. degustdtio, gen. -dnis,

fr. L. degustdtus, pp. ofdegustdre. See prec. word

and -ation.

deha, n., the body (Hinduism). — OI. dehaff,

'body', lit. 'that which is formed', rel. to d^hmi,

'I smear, anoint', dehi, 'rampart, dam, dike',

Avestic daeza, 'wall', pairi-daeza, 'enclosure',

and cogn. with Goth daigs, OE. ddg, 'dough'.

See dough and cp. paradise,

dehisce, intr. v., to gape, burst open. — L. de-

hlscere, 'to split open, gape, yawn', fr. de-

and hlscere, inchoative of hidre, 'to yawn'.

See hiatus,

dehiscence, n., the act or process of bursting

open. — Formed fr. next word with suff. -ce.

dehiscent, adj., bursting open.— L. dehiscens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of dehiscere. See dehisce and

-ent.

dehors, prep., out of, outside {law). — F., fr. VL.

deforis, fr. de- and L. foris, 'out of doors'. See

forum and cp. the first element in forisfamiliate,

dehort, tr. v., to dissuade {rare). — L. dehortdrl,

'to dissuade', fr. de- and hortdri, 'to urge, in-

cite'. See hortation.

dehortation, n., dissuasion. — L. dehortdtid, gen.

-onis, fr. dehortatus, pp. of dehortdrl. See prec.

word and -ation.

dehumanize, tr. v., to make inhuman. — Formed

fr. de- (in the privative sense of this prefix) and

humanize.

Derivative: dehutnaniz-ation, n.

dehydrate, tr. v., to remove water from a sub-

stance. — Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense

of this prefix) and hydrate.

Derivative: dehydrat-ion, n.

dehydrogenize, tr. v., to deprive of hydrogen. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and hydrogenize.

Derivatives: dehydrogeniz-ation, n., dehydro-

geniz-er, n.

dehypnotize, tr. v., to arouse from the hypnotic

state. — Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense

of this prefix) and hypnotize.

Deianira, n., the daughter of Oeneus and wife of

Heracles {Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Atjiix-

veipa, lit. 'destroyer of her husband', fr. SyjCo:;,

'hostile', and avrjp, 'man, husband'. The first

element is rel. to Gk. StjCow, 'I cut down, slay',

8at, 'in battle', Sat-cppov, 'proved in battle',

Satetv, 'to blaze, bum up', Siog, 'torch'. Save;,

'combustible, dry'. For the second element see

andro-.

deicide, n., the killer of a god. — Late L. deiclda,

compounded of L. deus, 'god', and -cida, 'kil-

ler'. See deity and -cide, 'killer'.

deicide, n., the killing of a god. — ModL. dei-

cidium, compounded of L. deus, 'god', and

-cidium, 'killing'. See deity and -cide, 'killing'.

deictic, adj., demonstrating, proving directly. —
Gk. SeutTix6(;, 'able to show', fr. SstxT6(;,

'shown', verbal adj. of Seixvuvai, 'to show',

which is cogn. with L. dicere, 'to say, tell'. See

diction and -ic and cp. apodictic, epideictic. Cp.

also hygrodeik.

deiflc, adj., deifying. — F. deifique, fr. L. dei-

ficus, 'who makes one a god', which is com-

pounded of deus, 'god', and -ficus, fr. -ficere, un-

stressed form of facere, 'to make, do'. See fact

and -ic.

deification, n., the act of making a god; the state

of being made a god. — See deify and -ation.

deiform, adj., having the form of a god. — ML.

deiformis, compounded of L. deus, 'god', and

forma, 'form, shape'. See deity and form, n.

deify, tr. v., to make a god of. — F. deifier, fr.

Late L. deificdre, which is compounded of L.

deus, 'god', and -ficdre, 'to make', fr. -ficus, fr.

facere, 'to make, do'. See deity and -fy.

deign, intr. and tr. v., to condescend. — ME.

deinen, deignen, fr. OF. degnier, deignier (F.

daigner), fr. VL. *dignare, fr. L. digndrl, 'to

deem worthy', fr. dignus, 'worthy'. Cp. It. deg-

nare, OProven?. denhar, Catal. denyar, Sp.

deiiar, which all derive fr. VL. *dignare, and see

dignity. Cp. also dainty, condign, dignify, dis-

dain.

deipno-, combining form meaning 'dining'. —
Gk. SeiTwo-, fr. ScTttjov, 'dinner', of unknown

origin.

deipnosophist, n., one learned in the art of din-

ing, — Gk. SeiKvocotpiaTT);, compounded of

Seitwov, 'dinner', and (J091ctt7)<;, 'a learned

man', fr. aoipAi;, 'skilled, clever, wise'. See deip-

no- and sophist. A£i7rvo(jo9iiTTat (pi.) is the title

of a work by Athenaeus.

Derivative: deipnosophist-ic, adj.

deism, n., the belief that God has created the

world but has no immediate relation with it.
—

F. deisme, a hybrid coined by Pascal (1623-62)

fr. L. Deus, 'God', and -isme, a suff. of Greek

origin. See deity and -ism.

deist, n., an adherent of deism. — F. deiste, a

hybrid word. See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: deist-ic, deist-ic-at, adjs., deist-ic-

al-ly, adv.

deity, n. — ME. deite, fr. OF. deite (F. deite),

fr. Late L. deitdtem, ace. of deitds, 'divine na-

ture', which was coined by Augustine on ana-

logy of Gk. fnozr,^, 'divine nature', fr. L. deus,

'god', fr. OL. deivos (whence also L. divus,

'divine'), which is cogn. with OI. devdh, 'god',

devt, 'goddess', Avestic daeva-, 'demon', Lith.

dievas, Lett, dievs, OPruss. deiwas, deiws, Olr.

dia (gen. de), OW. duiu, MW. duw, OCo. duy,

MCo. dew, 'God', OHG. Zio, Zio, ON. Tyr,

OE. Tiw, name of the Teutonic war god, Gk.

Sto?, 'divine', Zeu?, gen. Aif6?, A161;, 'Zeus', OI.

dyduh, 'heaven, god of Heaven', Dydufpitd,

'heavenly father', L. Diespiler, Jupiter, 'Jupiter'.



All these words come fr. *deyew{o)-, 'shining',

which derives fr. I.-E. base *dei-, *deya-, *di-,

dya-, 'to shine', whence also OI. df-de-ti, 'shines,

diva, 'by day', di-vasafi, 'heaven; day'. Arm. tiv,

'day', Gk. 8EaTo,'seemed', SijXos, Homeric S^eXoi;

(for *Sei-eXoc), 'visible, clear', L. dies, Olr. die,

W. dyw,'day\ Olr. in-diu,W. he-ddyw,'today'.Cp.

Adelia, adelo-, adieu, adjourn, BhumiDevi, daiva,

deiform, deify, deodand, deodar, devadasi, Dewali,
dial, Diana, diary, dies non, diet, 'assembly', Dios-
ma, Dis, dismal, diurnal, diutumal, diva, Dives, di-

vine, Dorothea, Dyaus, eudiometer, joss, journey,

Jove, jovial, Jupiter, Lent, meridian, prie-dieu,

quotidien, sojourn, Tuesday, Zenobia, Zeus.
deject, tr. v., to cast down. — L. dejectus, pp. of
dejicere, 'to throw down, drive off, lower, let

down ; to humble', fr, de- and jacere (pp. jac-

tus), 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth', and cp.

words there referred to. For the change of Latin

(J (in jactus) to e (in de-jgctus) see accent and cp.

words there referred to.

dejecta, n. pi., excrements. — L., neut. pi. oi de-

jectus, pp. of dejicere. See prec. word.
dejection, n. — OF. (F. dejection), fr. L. dejec-

tionem, ace. of dejectio, fr. dejectus, pp. of de-

jicere. See deject and -ion.

dejeuner, n., breakfast. — F. dejeuner, 'break-

fast', from the verb dejeuner, 'to break the fast',

fr. OF. desjuner, shortened form of desjejuner

(see haplology), which derives fr. VL. disjejunare,

'to break the fast', fr. dis- and L. jejunus, 'fast-

ing'. See jejune and cp. dine, dinner. For sense

development cp. E. to breakfast, lit. 'to break
the fast'.

Derivative: dejeuner, intr. v.

de jure, by right, rightfully; the opposite of de
facto. — L. de jure, 'by right', fr. de, 'from,

down from, according to', and abl. of jiis,

'right'. See de- and jus.

delaine, n., a material made of wool, or of wool
and cotton. — F. de taine, 'of wool', fr. L. de,

'from', and Idna, 'wool'. See de- and lanate.

delate, tr. v., to inform against. — L. deldtus,

'brought or carried down' (used as pp. of de-

ferre, 'to bring or carry down, to indict, inform
against'), formed fr. de- and latus, 'born, car-

ried' (used as pp. offerre, 'to bear, carry'),which

stands for *tlatos, fr. *t/-, zero degree of L-E.
base *tel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry', whence L. tol-

lere, 'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to bear, sup-
port'. See tolerate and cp. collate and words
there referred to.

delation, n., information against a person. — L.

delatio, gen. -onis, 'denunciation, accusation',

fr. deldtus, 'brought or carried down'. See prec.

word and -ion.

delator, n., an informer. — L. delator, fr. deldtus,

'brought or carried down'. See delate and
agential suff. -or.

delay, tr. and intr. v., to defer, postpone. — ME.
delaien, fr. OF. delaier, fr. de- and laier, 'to let,

leave'. Originally the verb laier occurred only
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in those forms of the present, in which the radi-

cal was stressed, and in the future. These forms
prob. derive from the respective forms of OF.
laissier, 'to let, leave', and were influenced in

their conjugation by that affaire, 'to do'. (See

Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 176 s.v. delai.) OF.
laissier (whence F. laisser) derives fr. L, laxdre,

'to unloose, relax', fr. laxus, 'loose'. See lax

and cp. relay.

Derivatives: delay, n., delay-age, n., delay-er, n.,

delay-ing-ly, adv.

del credere, a phrase expressing the obligation of

an agent who guarantees the solvency of a buyer
(law).— It., lit. 'of trust'. Del is contracted from
the prep, de, 'of (fr. L. de), and the def art.

il (fr. L. ilium, ace. of ille, 'that one'). See de-

and ille. It. credere derives fr. L. credere, 'to

believe'. See creed.

dele, v., typographic direction to blot out a letter,

a word, etc. — L. dele, imper. sing, of delere,

'to destroy; wipe out, blot out, efface'. See

delete.

delectable, adj., delightful.— OF. (F. delectable),

fr. L. delectdbilis, 'delightful', fr. delectdre, 'to

delight'. See next word and -able.

Derivatives: delectabil-ity, n., delectable-ness,

n., delectabl-y, adv.

delectation, n., delight, enjoyment. — OF. delec-

tation (F. delectation), fr. L. delectdtionem, ace.

of delectdtio, 'a delighting, pleasure, amuse-
ment', fr. delectdtus, pp. of delectdre, 'to delight,

charm, amuse', freq. of delicere, 'to entice',fr.

de- and lacere, 'to entice', which is cogn. with

laqueus, 'noose snare'. See lace, n., and cp.

words there referred to.

delectus, n. , a collection ofpassages for translation.

— L. delectus, 'choice, selection', fr. delectus,

pp. of deligere, 'to pick out, choose, select', fr.

de- and legere, 'to choose; to read'. See lecture.

delegacy, n. — Formed fr. delegate, n., with

suff. -cy.

delegate, n. — L. delegatus, pp. of delegare, 'to

send, assign, delegate, transfer', fr. de- and le-

gare, 'to send with a commission, appoint as a

deputy'. See legate.

delegate, adj., delegated. — L. delegatus, pp. of

delegare. See delegate, n.

delegate, tr. v. — L. delegatus, pp. of delegare.

See delegate, n,

delegation, n. — L. delegdtio, gen. -onis, 'assign-

ment, delegation', fr. delegatus, pp. of delegare.

See delegate, n., and -ion.

delete, tr. v., to erase. — L. deletus, pp. of delere,

'to efface, abolish, obliterate, destroy', which is

prob. a back formation from de-levi (misinter-

preted as dele-vl), perf. of de-linere, 'to besmear',

fr. de- and linere, 'to daub, smear' (applied esp.

to the wax on the writing table). Accordingly
the orig. meaning of delere prob, was 'to wipe
out'. See liniment and cp. slime. Cp. also dele,

delible.

deleterious, adj., harmful. — ML. diletirius, fr.
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Gk. S7)Xy]T7]pi,oi;, 'noxious', fr. Sr;X7)TV)p, 'de-

stroyer', fr. S/jXeTiri^ai, 'to hurt, damage', which

is cogn. with Toch. A tdlo, B talldwo, 'miserable,

wretched', Lett, delit, 'to wear out, worry, har-

ass'. These words prob. meant orig. 'to cut,

split', whence 'to hurt by cutting', and derive

fr. I.-E. base *del-, *dol-, 'to split, cut, carve',

whence also L. doldre 'to hew with an ax'. See

dole, 'grief, and words there referred to. For

the ending see suff. -ous. The word deleterious

was introduced into English by the physician

Sir Thomas Browne (1605-82).

Derivatives: deleterious-ly, adv., deleterious-

ne.ss, n.

deletion, n. — L. deletio, gen. -onis, fr. deletus,

pp. of delere. See delete and -ion.

delft, also delf, n., glazed earthenware. — Prop,

earthenware of Delft (formerly Delf), name of

a town in Holland. The name lit. means 'canal'

and is cogn. with E. delve (q.v.)

Delia, fem. PN. — L. Delia, orig. epithet of the

goddess Artemis, lit. 'Delian', from her birth-

place Delos. See Delian.

Delian, adj., pertaining to the island of Delos

in the Aegean Sea. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Delius, fr. Gk. AijXioc,, fr. A^Xo?, 'Delos'.

Cp. prec. word.

deliberate, adj. — L. deliberdtus, pp. of deliberdre,

'to think over, take counsel about, reflect, de-

termine', which prob. means lit. 'to weigh in

one's mind', and derives fr. original *de-llbrdre,

which is formed fr. de- and libra, 'scales; that

which is weighed; a pound'. See libra and adj.

suff. -ate and cp. equilibrium. L. deliberdre was

influenced in form by liberdre, 'to make free'.

Derivatives: deliberate-ly, adv., deliberate-

ness, n.

deliberate, intr. and tr. v. — L. deliberdtus, pp.

of deliberdre. See deliberate, adj., and verbal

suff. -ate.

deliberation, n. — ME. deliberacioun, fr. MF.
( = F.) deliberation, fr. L. deliberdtionem, ace. of

deliberdtio, 'deliberation, consideration', fr. deli-

berdtus, pp. of deliberdre. See deliberate, v. and

adj., and -ion.

deliberative, adj. — L. deliberdtivus, 'pertaining

to deliberation', fr. deliberdtus, pp. of deliberdre.

See deliberate, adj., and -ive.

Derivatives: deliberalive-ly, adv., deliberative-

ness, n.

delible, adj., capable of being deleted. — Fr. ear-

lier deleble, fr. L. delebilis, 'that which can be

blotted out', fr. delere. See delete. Delible was

influenced in form by the many adjectives ending

in -ible (ft. L. ibilis).

delicate, adj., i) dainty; 2) fine. — L. delicdtus,

'delightful, charming, voluptuous', pp. of *deli-

cdre, rel. to delicere, 'to allure, entice, delight'

(whence the freq. delectdre) and to deliciae, 'al-

lurement, charm, delight'. See lace and cp.

delectation, delicious, delight. The derivation of

delicatus, fr. *delicidtus, a supposed derivative

of deliciae, is erroneous. See Walde-Hofmann,

LEW., I, p. 336.

Derivatives: delicate, n., delicate-ly, adv., deli-

cate-ness, n., delica-cy, n., delicatessen (q.v.)

delicatessen, n. pi., cooked foods. — G. Delika-

tessen (pi.), fr. F. delicatesse, 'delicacy', fr. deli-

cat, 'delicate', fr. L. delicdtus. See prec. word.

delicious, adj. — OF. delicieus (F. delicieux), fr.

VL. delicidsus, fr. L. deliciae (gen. -drum), 'al-

lurement, charm, delight, pleasure', fr. *de-

laquiae, which is formed fr. de- and laqueus,

'noose, snare'. See lace and cp. delicate and

words there referred to. Cp. also luscious. For

the change of Latin d in laqueus to i in de-liciae

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: delicious-ly, adv., delicious-ness, n.

delict, n., an offense against the law. — L. delic-

tum, 'fault, offense, transgression', prop. neut.

pp. of delinquere, 'to fail, be wanting, trans-

gress, offend', fr. de- and linquere, 'to leave'.

See relinquish and cp. delinquent, relict, derelict.

delight, tr. and intr. v. — ME. deliten, fr. OF.

deliter, 'to delight', fr. L. delectdre, 'to delight,

charm, amuse'. See delectation and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: delight-ed, adj., delight-ed-ly, adv.,

delight-ed-ness, n., delight-er, n., delight-ing,

adj., delight-ing-ly, adv.

delight, n. — ME. delit, fr. OF. delit, fr. deliter,

'to delight'. See delight, v.

Derivatives: delight-ful, adj., delight-ful-ly, adv.,

delight-ful-ness, n., delight-some, adj.

Delilah, n., the mistress of Samson, who be-

trayed Samson (Judges, chapter 16). — Heb.

D^litd'', lit. 'delicate, languishing, amorous',

from the base of d-l-l, 'to hang down, to lan-

guish', whence also dal, 'low, poor, thin', dalldh,

'hair; thrum' (lit. 'that which hangs down');

rel. to Akkad. daldlu, 'to be weak or humble',

Arab, ddlla, 'he was low or pliant', taddldala,

'it hung down, dandled', Ethiop. daUil, 'hang-

ing curls'.

delimit, tr. v., to mark the limits of. — F. deli-

miter, fr. L. detimitdre, 'to mark out, limit', fr.

de- and limitdre, 'to limit'. See limit, v., and cp.

next word.

delimitate, tr. v., to delimit. — L. delimitdlus,

pp. of delimitdre. See prec. word and verbal

suff. -ate.

delimitation, n. — L. detimitdtid, gen. -onis, fr.

delimitdtus, pp. of delimitdre. See delimitate

and -ion.

delineate, tr. v., to sketch. — L. detinedtus, pp. of

delinedre, "to sketch out', formed fr. de- and

linea, 'line'. See line and verbal suff. -ate.

delineation, n. — Late L. delinedtio, gen. -onis,

'a sketch', fr. L. delinedtus, pp. of delinedre. See

prec. word and -ion.

delinquency, n. — L. delinquentia, 'a fault, crime,

delinquency', fr. delinquens, gen. -enlis, pres.

part, of delinquere, 'to fail, be wanting, trans-

gress, offend'. See delict and -ency.



delinquent

delinquent, adj. — L. delinquens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of delinquere. See prec. word and -ent.

Derivatives: delinquent, n., delinquent-ly, adv.

deliquesce, intr. v., to become liquid. — L. de-

liquescere, 'to melt away, dissolve', fr. de- and
liquescere, 'to become liquid'. See liquescent

deliquescence, n. — Formed with suff. -ce fr. L.

deliquescens, gen. -entis. See next word.
deliquescent, adj., deliquescing. — L. deliques-

cens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of deliquescere. See

deliquesce and -ent

delirious, adj. — Formed fr. delirium with suff.

-ous.

Derivatives: delirious-ly, adv., delirious-ness, n.

delirium, n., a violent mental excitement. — L.

delirium, 'madness, delirium', fr. delirdre, 'to

turn aside from the furrow', whence arose the

meanings 'to deviate, to become deranged,

crazy or delirious', fr. de- and lira, 'the earth

thrown up between two furrows, furrow'. L.

lira stands for *leisd and is cogn. with Goth.,

OHG. leisa (in wagenleisa), 'track of carriage

wheels', MHO. leise, geleis, G. Geleise, Gleis,

'track', and also with Goth, lais, 'I know',

laisjan, OE. Ixran, 'to teach', OE. leornian, 'to

learn' (fr. Teut. base *lais-, 'to learn, know,
teach', orig. 'to follow or find the track'). See

learn and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

lirella.

delitescence, delitescency, n. — Formed fr. next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

delitescent, adj., latent (said of symptoms of a

disease). — L. delitescens, gen. -entis, pres. part,

of delitescere, 'to lie hidden, be concealed', fr.

de- and latescere, 'to hide oneself, lie hidden',

inchoative of latere, 'to lie hidden'. See latent.

For the change of Latin a (in latescere) to i

(in de-litescere) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

deliver, tr. v. — OF. delivrer (F. delivrer), 'to set

free', fr. VL. detiberdre, of s.m., fr. de- and libe-

rdre, 'to set free', fr. liber, 'free'. See liberal and
cp. liberate.

deliverance, n. — OF. delivrance (F. delivrance),

fr. delivrer. See prec. word and -ance.

delivery, n. — OF. delivree, prop. fem. pp, of

delivrer, 'to set free, to deliver', used as a noun.

See deliver and cp. livery.

dell, a small valley. — OE., rel. to MLG., MDu.
delle, MHG., G. delle, telle and to E. dale,

'valley' (q.v.)

Delia Cruscan, i) adj., pertaining to the Acca-
demia delta Crusca (established in 1582 for the

sake of purifying the Italian language); 2) n., a

member of the Accademia della Crusca.

Delia Robbia, also Delia Robbia ware, a kind of

terra-cotta ware made in Florence by Luca della

Robbia (died in 1482), his family or his pupils.

Delphian, adj., Delphic. — See next word and
-ian.

Delphic, adj., i) pertaining to Delphi; pertaining

to the oracle in Delphi. — L. Delphicus, fr. Gk.
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AeXtpixo?, 'of, or pertaining to, Delphi', fr.

AiXipoi, 'Delphi'.

Delphinidae, n.pl., a family of toothed whales

(zool.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L.

delphlnus, 'dolphin'. See dolphin.

Delphinium, n., a genus of plants, the larkspur

{hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. 8eX9fvtov, 'larkspur',

fr. Szknfic,, gen. S£X9rvot;, 'dolphin' (see dol-

phin); so called from the shape of its flowers,

which resemble a dolphin.

delta, n., i) name of the 4th letter of the Greek
alphabet ; 2) triangular area formed at the mouth
of some rivers, as of the Danube. — Gk. SiXTa,

fr. Heb.-Phoen. ddleth; see daleth. The a was
added because a Greek word cannot end with

a t; cp. alpha and words there referred to.

deltafication, n., the formation of a delta. —
Formed fr. delta and -fication.

deltaic, adj., forming a delta. — Formed fr. delta

with suff. -ic.

deltoid, adj., delta-shaped, triangular. — Gk.
8eXTO£i8r;i;, compounded of SeXxa and -oeiSYji;

'like', fr. eTSo? 'form, shape'. See delta and -old.

deltoid, n., the large muscle covering the shoulder

joint (anat.) — From deltoid, adj.; so called

from its triangular shape.

delubrum, n., a shrine, a sanctuary (Roman an-

tiq.)— L. delubrum, 'temple, shrine, sanctuary',

a derivative of deluere, 'to wash off, cleanse',

originally meaning 'place for washing (near the

sanctuary)'. Delubrum prob. stands for *de-

lu-dhlom or *de-lu-dhrom, fr. de, 'away from',

the stem of lucre, 'to wash', and a suff. denoting

place (cp. pollubrum, politbrum, 'wash basin',

for *p6-!u-dhlom or *pd-lu-dhrom). See de- and
lave.

delude, tr. v., to deceive, beguile. — L. delUdere,

'to mock, deceive, play false', fr. de- and ludere,

'to play'. See ludicrous and cp. delusion. Cp. also

allude and words there referred to.

Derivatives: delud-ing, adj., delud-ing-ly, adv.

deluge, n., the great flood, flood — F. deluge, fr.

L. diluvium, 'a flood, inundation', fr. diluere, 'to

wash away', fr. di- 'apart', and lucre, 'to wash,

lave, cleanse'. See lave and cp. diluvium.

Derivative : deluge, tr. v.

delundung, n., a mammal of the Malay Archi-

pelago, pertaining to the civet family. — Native

name.

delusion, n., the act of deluding; a mistaken be-

lief. — L. delUsio, gen. -onis, 'a deceiving', fr.

delHsus, pp. of deladcre. See delude and -ion and

cp. allusion and words there referred to.

delusive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

delQsus, pp. of deladcre. See delude and cp. allu-

sive and words there referred to.

Derivatives: delusive-ly, adv., delusive-ness, n.

delve, tr. and intr. v., to dig (archaic). — ME.
delven, fr. OE. delfan, 'to dig, burrow', rel. to

OS. defBan, Du, delven, MHG. telbcn, 'to dig',

and cogn. with Lith. delba, 'crowbar', Russ.

dolbit', Czech dlabati, Pol. diubad, 'to chisel',

•m
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Russ. dolotd, Czech dldto, Pol. dloto (for *dolb-

to), 'chisel'. Cp. delft.

delve, n., a hollow. — OE. gedelf, 'ditch, trench',

rel. to delfan. See delve, v.

dem-, form of demo- before a vowel.

demagnetize, tr. v. — Formed fr. de- (in the pri-

vative sense of this prefix) and magnetize.

Derivatives: demagnetiz-ation, n., demagnetiz-

er, n.

demagogic, demagogical, adj. — Gk. Sir)jj.aYCi)i't-

itoi;, 'fit for a popular leader', fr. SnitiaYaiyoc;, 'a

popular leader'. See next word and suff. -ic,

resp. also -aL

Derivative: demagogical-ly, adv.

demagogue, n. — Gk. STjuaywYoi;, 'a popular

leader, leader of the mob', compounded of

StjIxoi;, 'district, country, land, people', and
aytoYo?. 'leading'. Gk. Stjixo?, Dor. Sa(i.o? stand

for *dd-mos and are cogn. with Olr. dam, 'fol-

lowers, troop'. Both Gk. Sri[j,oi;, SSfio?, and Olr.

dam orig. meant 'part, division', and are deri-

vatives of I.-E. base dd-m-, an -m-enlargement

of base *dd-, *ddi-, 'to divide', whence Gk.
Sat£a{>ai, 'to divide, distribute', Saifiojv, 'god,

goddess', lit. 'divider, distributor (of men's

destinies)'. See demon and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Gk. aY<"JYo?> 'leading', derives fr.

Hyzvi, 'to lead'; see -agogue.

Derivatives: demagogic (q.v.), demagog-ism, a.,

demagogu-ery, n., demagogy (q.v.)

demagogy, n. — Gk. SyjjxaYioYtS, 'leadership of

the people', fr. SyjtxaYtoY'^?- See demagogue and
-y (representing Gk. -la).

demand, tr. v. — F. demander, 'to ask, request',

fr. L. demanddre, 'to give in charge, entrust,

commit', in VL., 'to ask, request, demand', fr.

de- and manddre, 'to give in charge, enjoin'.

Cp. It. domandare, OProven?., Catal., Sp. de-

mandar, 'to ask, request', and see mandate.

Derivatives: demand-er, n., demand-ing, adj.,

demand-ing-ly, adv.

demand, n. — F. demande, fr. demander. See de-

mand, V.

demandant, n., plaintiff (law). — F., 'asking, re-

questing', pres. part of demander. See demand,
v., and -ant.

demarcate, tr. v. — Back formation fr. demar-

cation.

demarcation, n. — F. demarcation, fr. Sp. demar-

cacion, fr. demarcar, 'to mark out the boun-
dary', fr. de- and marcar, 'to mark', fr. marca,

'mark', fr. MHG. marke. See mark, 'sign', and
-ation. The word was first used of the linea de

demarcacion ('demarcation line') established in

1493 by Pope Alexander VI, in order to divide

the New World between the Spaniards and the

Portuguese.

demarch, n., i) (in ancient Greece) a ruler of a

deme; 2) (in modern Greece) a mayor. — Gk.
Svi[j.apyo?, lit. 'chief of the people', fr. Sr^^oQ,

'people', and apxoi;, 'chief, ruler'. See deme and
-arch.

demersal

demarche, n., proceeding, course of action. —
F., lit. 'gait, walk, bearing', fr. de- (see de-) and
marcher, 'to walk'. See march, 'walk, advance'.

dematerialize, tr. and intr. v. ~ Formed fr. de-

(in the privative sense of this prefix) and mate-
rialize.

Derivative : dematerializ-ation, n.

deme, n., a township in ancient Greece. — Gk.
S^fxoi;, 'district, country, land, people'. See
demos.

demean, tr. v., to conduct (oneself). — ME. de-

meinen, demenen, fr. OF. demener, 'to guide,

conduct' (whence F. se demener, 'to struggle'),

fr. de- and mener, 'to lead', fr. VL. mindre,

'to drive (cattle)', prop, 'to drive by threatening'

(whence also It. menare, 'to lead'), fr. L. mindrl,

'to threaten' (whence Rum. mdnd, 'to threa ten').

See minatory and cp. menace, promenade.

demean, tr. v., to debase. — Formed fr. de- and
mean, 'low'.

demeanor, demeanour, n. — Formed fr. ME. de-

meanure, 'behavior', with change of suff. due
to the influence of nouns ending in -or, -our.

See demean, 'to behave', and -or (representing

OF. -our, -or).

dement, tr. v., to cause to become mad. — L. de-

mentdre, 'to drive mad, craze', fr. demens, gen.

dementis, 'mad, raving, crazy', lit. 'out of one's

mind', fr. de- and mens, gen. mentis, 'mind'.

See mental, 'pertaining to the mind', and cp.

dementia.

Derivatives: dement-ed, adj., dement-ed-ly, adv.

dementi, n., an official denial. — F., prop. pp. of

dementir, 'to give the lie to, contradict', used

as a noun, fr. de- (see de-) and mentir (fr. L.

mentiri), 'to lie'. See mendacious.

dementia, n., a form of insanity. — L. dementia,

'insanity, madness', lit. 'a being out of one's

mind', fr. demens, gen. -entis, 'mad, raving,

crazy'. See dement.

demerit, n., want of merit, ill desert. — OF. de-

merite (F. demerite), 'blame, demerit', fr. VL.
demeritum, 'fault', fr. pref. de-, taken in a priva-

tive sense (see de-), and meritum, 'desert, re-

ward, merit'; see merit. In contradistinction to

VL. demeritum, 'fault', classical L. demeritum

means 'merit, desert'. This contrast of meaning
finds its explanation in the fact that classical

L. demeritum prop, is the neut. pp. of demerere,

demereri, 'to merit, deserve', in which the pref.

de has intensive force ; cp. next word.

demerit, tr. v., to merit, deserve (archaic). — F.

demeriter, 'to deserve ill', fr. demerite. See prec.

word.

demeritorious, adj., blameworthy. — Formed
with suff. -orious fr. VL. demeritum, 'fault'. See

demerit, n., and cp. meritorious.

demersal, adj., sunk to the bottom (said of the

eggs of fish). — Formed with adj. suff. -al from
the obsolete verb demerse, 'to immerse', fr. L.

demersus, pp. of demergere, 'to submerge', fr. de-

and mergere, 'to plunge, immerse'. See merge.



demesne

demesne, n., i) possession (of land) as one's own
(law); 2) an estate kept by the owner for his

own use. — ME. demein, fr. AF. demeine, de-

mesne (with silent s), fr. OF. demaine, demeine

(whence also F. domaine, 'domain, estate'), fr.

L. dominicus, 'pertaining to the lord', fr. domi-

nus, 'lord, master'. See domain. The i in demesne

is prob. due to an erroneous association of this

word with OF. maisniee, mesnee, 'household',

fr. VL. *mdnsiondta, fr. L. mdnsio, gen. -onis,

'habitation' (see mansion).

Demeter, n., the goddess of agriculture in Greek

mythology.—Gk. AY)(iriTir)p,Dor.Gk.Ao((i4TY)p,

lit. 'earth-mother', fr. 8a, Doric equivalent of

Gk. y^, 'earth', and [a«tt]p, Doric equivalent of

Gk. (j.T)T;r]p, 'mother'. See geo- and mother and

cp. next word.

Demetrius, masc. PN. — L. Demetrius, fr. Gk.

A7)^Ar)Tpioi;, lit. 'son of Demeter', fr. AY][xr;T7]p.

See Demeter.

demi-, pref. meaning 'half. — F. demi, 'half, fr.

VL. dimedlus, a blend of L. medius, 'middle',

and d'lmidius, 'half. This latter is a back forma-

tion fr. dimidiatus, 'halved', pp. of dimldiare,

'to halve', fr. dis-, di-, and medius, 'middle'.

OProvemp. demeg, 'half, also derives fr. VL.

dimedius. See di-, 'apart', and cp. medium.Cp.

also dimidiate, demy and talmi gold.

demigod, n., a deified hero. — Lit. 'half god', a

hybrid coined fr. demi- and god.

demijohn, n., a large bottle covered with wicker-

work. — Alteration of F. dame-jeanne, for Dame
Jeanne, 'Lady Jane', a name used humorously

to denote a bottle; see dame and Jane. The al-

teration of F. dame to demi in English demijohn

is due to a confusion with F. demi, 'half (see

demi-).

demilune, n., i) a half-moon, crescent; 2) a cres-

cent-shaped outwork. — F. deml-lune, 'half-

moon', fr. demi, 'half, and lune (fr. L. liina),

'moon'. See demi- and lune.

demimonde, n,, a class of women of doubtful

social standing. — F. demi-monde, lit. 'half-

world', coined by Alexandre Dumas fils in

1855, who used it as the title of one of his most

successful social comedies. For the etymology

of F. demi see demi-. F. monde derives fr. L,

mundus, 'world". See mundane.

demirep, n., a woman of doubtful reputation

(slang). — Shortened fr. deml-reputatlon, in

which demi is used in the sense given to it in F.

demi-monde. See prec. word and reputation.

demise, n., i) transference of an estate by death;

hence also 2) death. — AF.. prop. fern. pp. of

OF. AF. demetre (whence F. demettre, pp.

demis, fern, demise), 'to send away, dismiss'.

See demit.

Derivatives; demise, tr. and intr. v., demis-ahte,

adj.

demisemiquaver, n., an English term for a thirty-

second note (music). — Lit. 'the half of a semi-

quaver'. See demi- and semiquaver.

422

demission, n. — F. demission, fr. L. demlssionem,

ace. of demlsslo, 'a sending down or away', fr.

demlssus, pp. of demiltere. See next word and
-ion.

demit, tr. and intr. v., to resign. — Orig. 'to

dismiss', fr. L. demlttere 'to send down or away',

fr. de- and mlttere (pp. missus), 'to send'. See

mission and cp. demise, dismiss.

demiurge, n., i) in some ancient Greek states, a

magistrate; 2) in Platonic philosophy, the

Maker of the world. — Gk. Si^fxioupyoi;, 'one

who works for the people, skilled workman,
maker, creator, the Creator of the visible world',

compounded of Stjixio;, 'pertaining to the

people', and spyov, 'work'. Gk. 8T)(j.to(; derives

fr. Stjijio!;, 'people'; see demos. For the second

element see ergon.

demiurgic, demiurgical, adj., pertaining to a

demiurge; creative. — Gk. Sir)[xioupyix6(;, fr.

S7)(jtio'jpy6?. See prec. word and -ic, resp. also -al.

demivolt, n., a half turn with the forelegs raised

(manage).— F. demi-volte, fr. demi, 'half, and

volte, 'a leap'. See demi- and vault, 'to leap',

and cp. volt, 'a turning movement'.

demo-, before a vowel dem-, combining form

meaning 'people, population, deme'. — Gk.

87)(j.o-, 87)(i-, fr. 8Yi(j,oi;, 'district, country, land,

people'. See demos.

demobilize, tr. v. — Formed fr. de- (in the priva-

tive sense of this prefix) and mobilize.

Derivative: demohlUz-atlon, n.

democracy, n. — F. democratie, fr. ML. demo-

cratla, fr. Gk. 87][jioxpaTia, 'democracy, popular

government', lit. 'rule of the people', fr. Sripi-ot;,

'people', and -xpaTioc, fr. xpaxoi;, 'strength,

power, rule'. See demos and -cracy.

democrat, n. — F. democrate, back formation fr.

democratie. See prec. word.

democratic, adj. — F. democratlque, fr. ML. de-

mocratlcus, fr. Gk. 8r)[iOxpaTtx6!;, 'pertaining

to democracy', fr. STjfioxpaxia. See democracy

and -ic.

Derivative: democrallc-at-ty, adv.

democratism, n. — See next word and -ism.

democratize, tr. v. — F. democratlser, fr. demo-

cratic. Cp. Gk. 8T|[j.oxpaTt^Eiv, 'to be on the de-

mocratic side', and see democrat and -ize.

Derivative: democratlz-atlon, n.

Demodex, n., a genus of arachnids, the face mite

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. Srjjioi;,

'fat', and 8if;^, 'worm'. The first element is cogn.

with Alb. djame, 'fat, bacon', and prob. also

with Arm. lam-uk, 'moist, wet'. The second ele-

ment lit. means 'biter', and is rel. to Si5>

'biting'. See Dacus.

Demogorgon, n., a terrible deity (Greek mylkol.)

— Late L., first mentioned by Lactantius (or

Lutatius) Placidus on Statius. The first element

in the name of this deity is of uncertain origin.

The second element certainly derives fr. Gk.
yopydi;, 'terrible'. See Gorgon.

demography, n., statistics of births, marriages,
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diseases, deaths, etc. — Coined fr. demo- and
Gk. -ypa<pta, fr. ypdctpsiv, 'to write'. See demq-

and -graphy.

Derivatives: demograph-ic, demograph-lc-al,

adjs., demograph-ic-al-ly, adv., demograph-tst, n.

demoiselle, n., i) a damsel (archaic); 2) a small

crane of N. Africa; the Numidian crane. — F.

fr. OF. dameiselle, damoiselle, fr. VL. *domini-

cella, dimin. of domina, 'mistress, lady', fem.

of L. dominus, 'lord', fr. domus, 'house'. See

dome and cp. dame. Cp. also damsel, damoiseau,

doncella, donzella; cp. also Don.

demolish, tr. v. — Fr. OF. demoliss-, pres. part,

stem of demolir (F. demolir), 'to pull down,

overthrow, destroy, demolish', fr. L. demoliri,

'to throw or pull down, overthrow, demolish',

fr. de- and moliri, 'to construct', fr. moles, 'mass,

heap'. See mole, 'mound', and verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: demolish-er, n., demolish-ment, n.

demolition, n. — F. demolition, fr. L. demdlitio-

nem, ace. of demolUlo, 'a pulling down', fr. de-

molitus, pp. of demoliri. See prec. word and -ion.

demon, n. — L. daemon, 'a spirit', in Eccles. L.

'an evil spirit', fr. Gk. 8ai[iuiv, 'god, goddess',

lit. 'a divider, distributor (of men's destinies)',

which is rel. to Satsa^at, 'to divide, distribute;

to feed on', Sat?, SaiTYj, Sai-rf?, 'meal, ban-

quet', Saivuvai, 'to give a banquet or feast',

Sat^Eiv, 'to cleave asunder, rend, divide', SrjjiO!;,

'district, country, land, people', fr. L-E. base

*dd-, *ddi-, *df-, *de-, 'to cut off, separate, di-

vide, distribute', whence also OE. tid, 'time',

tima, 'time, date', prop, 'division of time'. See

tide and cp. demagogue, deme, democracy, de-

mos. Cp. also eudaemonic, pandemonium, geo-

desy. Cp. also dab. For a derivative of *d'-t-,

a -/-enlargement of base *rf*-, see datolite.

demon-, form of demono- before a vowel.

demonetization, n. — F. demonetisation, fr. de-

monetiser. See next word and -ation.

demonetize, tr. v., to deprive of monetary value.

— F. demonetiser, fr. de- (used in the privative

sense of this prefix), and monetiser. See de- and

monetize.

demoniac, demoniacal, adj., possessed by a de-

mon. — Late L. daemonlacus, fr. Gk. Satfiovia-

xA?, 'possessed by a demon', fr. Sai|ji6vto(;, 'of, or

pertaining to, a demon', fr. Salfjicov. See demon.

Derivative: demontacal-ly, adv.

demonic, adj., pertaining to, or of the nature of,

a demon. — Late L. daemonicus, fr. Gk. Saifio-

vix6?, 'possessed by a demon', fr. Satntov.

See demon and -ic

demonism, n., belief in demons. — Gk. 8ai[io-

vi(j(i6{;, 'a being possessed by a demon', fr.

Sa^iJLuv. See demon and -ism.

demonist, n., an adherent of demonism. — See

prec. word and -1st

demonize, tr. v., i) to convert into a demon;
2) to subject to the influence of a demon. —
ML. daemonizdre, fr. L. daemon, fr. Gk. Sa(;jicdv.

See demon and -ize.

demono-, demon-, combining form from Gk.
Saifitdv, gen. 8at|jiovo(;, 'demon'. — See demon.

demonolatry, n., the worship of ghosts. — Com-
pounded of demono- and -XaxpetS, -Xaxpia,

fr. Xaxpsia, 'hired labor, worship'. See -latry.

demonology, n., the study of popular beliefs in

demons. — Compounded of demono- and Gk.
-XoyJa, fr. -\6foq, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: demonolog-lc, adj., demonolog-lc-

al-ly, adv., demonolog-lst, n.

demonstrable, adj. — L. demonstrdbills, 'that

which can be pointed out or demonstrated', fr.

demonstrdre. See demonstrate and -able.

Derivatives: demonstrabll-lty, n., demonstrable-

ness, n., demonstrabl-y, adv.

demonstrate, tr. and intr, v. — L. demonstrdtus,

pp. of demonstrdre, 'to point out, indicate, show,

demonstrate', fr. de- and monstrdre, 'to show,

point out'. See monster and verbal sufF. -ate.

demonstration, n. — L. demonstrdtio, gen. -onis,

'a pointing out, showing, demonstration', fr.

demonstrdtus, pp. of demonstrdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivatives: demonstratlon-al, adj., demonstra-

tionist (q.v.)

demonstrationist, n., one who takes part in a de-

monstration. — See prec. word and -ist.

demonstrative, adj.— F. demonstratif(fem. demon-

strative), fr. L. demonstrdtivus, 'pointing out,

demonstrating', fr. demonstrdtus, pp. of demon-

strdre. See demonstrate and -ive.

Derivatives: demonstratlve-ly, adv., demonstra-

tive-ness, n.

demonstrator, n. — L. demonstrator, 'one who
points out or demonstrates', fr. demonstrdtus, pp.

of demonstrdre. See demonstrate and agential

suff. -or.

demoralize, tr. v. — F. demorallser, fr. de (in the

privative sense of this pref.) and moraltser, 'to

moralize'. See de- and moralize.

Derivatives: demorallz-atlon, n., demorallz-er, n.

demos, n., the common people; the mob. — L.,

fr. Gk. S7i(jiog, 'district, country, land, people',

which stands for *ddmos, lit. 'a division of the

people', and is cogn. with Olr. dam, 'followers',

fr. L-E. base *dd-, *ddl-, 'to cut off, separate,

divide', whence also Gk. Sa[(j.cov, 'god, goddess',

lit. 'divider, distributor (of men's destinies)'. See

demon and cp. deme, demo-, demotic, endemic,

epidemic, pandemic, and the first element in

Damocles, demagogue, democracy.

Demosthenic, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

Demosthenes (384-322); eloquent. — L. Demos-

thenlcus, fr. Gk. A7)iioai>evix6i;, fr. \r^\i.ocs^brTiQ,

'Demosthenes'.

demotic, adj., i) popular; 2) specif, designating

the popular form of the ancient Egyptian writ-

ing, as distinguished from hieratic. — Gk.
87)1x0x1x65, 'pertaining to the people, popular',

fr. 8i)|jio<;, 'people'. See demos and -ic



dempster iai>,

dempster, n., a judge. — ME. demestre, formally

fern, of demere, 'deemer, fr. demen, 'to judge'.

See deem and cp. deemster, doomster.

demulcent, adj., soothing; n., a soothing sub-

stance. — L. demulcens, gen. -entis, pres. part,

of demulcere, 'to stroke down, to soften', fr.

de- and mulcere, 'to soften, appease', fr. I.-E.

base *melk-, which is rel. to *melg-, 'to milk'

(the original meaning of both bases was 'to

stroke, rub, squeeze'). See milk and cp. emul-

gent, emulsify, Mulciber. For the ending see

suff. -ent.

demur, intr. v., to object. — OF. demorer, de-

murer, demourer, 'to linger, tarry' (whence F.

demeurer, 'to remain, stay, reside, live'), fr. L.

derttordri, 'to linger, loiter, tarry', fr. de- and

mordrl, 'to delay', fr, mora, 'hesitation, delay'.

See moratory.

Derivatives: demur, n., demurrage (qq.v.), de-

murr-able, adj., demurrer (q.v.), demurr-ing-ly,

adv.

demur, n., objection. — OF. demor, fr. demorer.

See demur, v.

demure, adj., i) sober; 2) affectedly modest. —
Fr. OF. de {bans) murs, 'of (good) manners', fr.

de, 'of, from' (fr. L. de) and murs (whence F.

maurs), 'manners', fr. L. mores, pi. of mos,

'manner, custom, conduct, behavior'. See de-

and moral.

Derivatives: demure-ly, adv., demure-ness, n.

demurrage, n., undue delay of a ship, a railroad

car, etc. — OF. demorage, demurage, demou-

rage, 'delay', fr. demorer. See demur, v., and

-age.

demurrer, n., a pleading by a party that the op-

posite party should not be allowed to proceed

(law). — OF. demorer, 'to linger, tarry'; see

demur, n. For the subst. use of the infinitive

in legal terminology cp. attainder and words

there referred to.

demy, n., a size of paper. — Elliptical use of demy
paper, lit. 'paper folded in half, fr. F. demi,

'half. See demi-.

demyship, n., a scholarship at Magdalen College,

Oxford, which had originally half the value of

a fellowship. — A hybrid coined fr. F. demi,

'half (see demi-), and suff. -ship (fr. OE. -scipe).

den, n. — ME., fr. OE. denn, 'lair of a wild

beast', rel. to MLG. denne, 'lowland, wooded
vale, den', OE. denu, 'valley', OFris. deru,

'down', OHG. tenni, MHG., G. tenne, 'thresh-

ing floor', and to ON. Danir, 'the Danes', lit.

'lowlanders' (see Danes), and prob. cogn. with

01. dhdnuh, 'sandbank'. Cp. dene, 'valley', dene-

bole. Cp. also thenar.

denarius, n., an ancient Roman silver coin. —
L. denarius, short for denarius nummus, 'the

coin containing ten (asses)', from denarius,

'containing ten', and mtmrruts, 'coin'. Denarius

derives fr. deni, 'ten each', which stands for

*dec-noi, fr. decern, 'ten'. (Cp. sinl, 'six each',

fr. *sex-noi.) The denarius was so called because

it originally contained ten asses. See ten and
cp. decem-, decimal. Cp. also denary, denier,

dinar.

denary, n., tenfold. — L. denarius, 'containing

ten'. See prec. word and -ary.

denationalize, tr. v. — F. denationaliser, fr. de-

based in the privative sense of this prefix) and
rmtionaliser. See de- and nationalize.

Derivative : denatiormliz-ation, n.

denaturalize, tr. v. — Formed fr. de- (used in the

privative sense of this prefix) and naturalize.

Derivative: denaturaliz-ation, n.

denature, tr. v.— F. denaturer, fr. de- (used in the

privative sense of this prefix) and nature. See

de- and nature.

Derivative: denatur-ation, n.

dendr-, form of dendro- before a vowel.

dendriform, adj., shaped like a tree. — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. SevSpov, 'tree', and L. forma,

'form, shape'. See dendro- and form, n. The
correct form is arboriform, in which both ele-

ments are of Latin origin.

den(lrite, n., a mineral with markings resembling

a tree {mineral^ — Formed with subst. suff. -ite

fr. Gk. S£vSpov, 'tree'. See dendro-.

dendritic, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

dendrite. — See prec. word and -ic.

Dendrium, n., a genus of plants of the heath

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. SevSplov, di-

min. of SIvSpov, 'tree'. See dendro- and -ium.

dendro-, dendri-, before a vowel dendr-, com-

bining form meaning 'tree'. — Gk. SevSpo-,

SsvSpi-, SevSp-, fr. SsvSpov, 'tree', for *8£vSpefov,

which is dissimilated fr. *S^p8p£fov, and is cogn.

with SpO?, 'an oak; a tree', Spu(ji6i;, 'forest', 86pu,

'stem, tree, beam, spear', fr. I.-E. base *derew{6)-,

*drew(o)-, 'tree, wood', whence also Goth, triu,

OE. trio, treow, 'tree'. See tree and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also the second element

in Epidendrum, Liriodendron, Oxydendrum,

Phoradendron, rhododendron.

Dendrobates, n., a genus of American frogs of

the family Ranidae {zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

SsvSpopaxELv, 'to climb trees', which is com-

pounded of S^Spov, 'tree', and ^ctrcbc,, 'acces-

sible', verbal adj. of Paiveiv, 'to go'. See den-

dro- and -bates.

Dendrobium, n., a genus of orchids {hot.) —
ModL., compounded of dendro- and Gk. ^105,

'life'. See bio-.

Dendrocolaptidae, n.pl., a family of South Amer-

ican birds (ornithol.) — ModL., formed with

suff. -idae fr. dendro- and Gk. xoXocTrreiv, 'to

hew, cut, peck', which is rel. to xdXotycx;, 'a

blow with the fist', fr. base *qold-, 'to strike,

cut'. See coup and cp. words there referred to.

dendroid, adj., shaped like a tree. — Gk. Sev-

SpoeiSri?, 'treelike', compounded of S£v8pov,

'tree', and -oetSri?, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form shape'.

See dendro- and -oid.

dcndroiite, n., a fossil plant. — Lit. 'tree stone'.

See dendro- and -lite.
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dendrology, n., the study of trees. — Compound-

ed of dendro- and Gk. -Xoyla, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner); one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : dendrolog-ic, dendrolog-ic-al, adjs.,

dendrolog-ist, n.

dendrometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

height and diameter of trees. — Compounded
of dendro- and Gk. fierpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

dene, n., a small valley. — ME. dene, fr. OE.

denu, 'valley', rel. to OE. denn, 'lair of a wild

beast'. See den and cp. denehole.

dene, n., a sandy tract of land. — Prob. in gra-

dational relationship to OE. dQn, 'hill'. See

down, 'hill',

Deneb, n., the star a in the constellation Cygnus.

— Arab, dhdnab (in vulgar pronunciation dhe-

neb), short for dhdnab ad-dajdja", 'the tail of the

hen'. Arab, dhdnab is rel. to Heb. zdnibh, Aram.

dunbd, dinbd, Ethiop. zanb, Akkad. zibbatu,

'tail'.

Denebola, n., the star (3 in the constellation Leo.

— Arab, dhdnab al-idsad), 'the tail of the (lion)'.

See prec. word.

denegate, tr. v., to deny {obsol.) — L. denegdtus,

pp. of denegdre, 'to deny'. See deny and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative : denegat-ion, n.

denehole, n., one of the ancient caves found in

Kent and Essex. — Compounded of dene, 'val-

ley', and hole.

dengue, n., an infectious tropical disease char-

acterized by high fever, rash and severe pains

in the head, back and joints. — Sp., lit. 'stiff-

ness', fr. Swahili dinga, 'cramplike seizure' ; in-

fluenced in form by Sp. dengue, 'prudery'. The

Negroes of the West Indies altered this word

into dandy, whence dandy fever.

denial, n. — Formed fr. deny with subst. suff. -al.

denier, n., one who denies. — Formed fr. deny

with agential suiT. -er.

denier, n., a French coin. — F., fr. L. denarius,

whence also Olt. danaio. It. dandro, dendro.

Proven?, denier, dinier, Sp. dinero. Port, di-

nheiro. See denarius.

denigrate, tr. v., to blacken; to sully; to defame.

— L. denigrdtus, pp. of denigrdre, 'to blacken

thoroughly; to defame', fr. de- and nigrdre, 'to

be black, to blacken', fr. niger, 'black'. See

Negro and verbal sufF. -ate.

Derivatives: denigrat-ion, n., denigrat-or, n.

denim, n., a coarse cotton drill. — Fr. F. de Ni-

mes, 'of Nimes', in serge de Nimes, 'serge of

Nimes' ; so called after Nimes, a city in southern

France, where it was first made.

Denis, masc. PN. — F. Denis, fr. L. Dionysius,

fr. Gk. Atovuoio?, 'of Dionysos'. See Dio-

nysius.

Denise, fem. PN. — F., fern, of Denis. See prec.

word.

denHrate, tr. v., to remove nitric acid from. —

Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and nitrate.

Derivatives: denitrat-ion, n., denitrat-or, n.

denitrify, tr. v., to remove nitrogen or nitrates

from. — Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense

of this prefix) and nitrify,

denizen, n., an ^ien admitted to certain rights

of citizenship, a naturalized citizen. — AF.
deinzein (corresponding to OF. denzein, dein-

zein), lit. 'one living within', fr. AF. deinz (cor-

responding to OF. deenz, deeinz, F. dans),

'within; in', fr. Late L. deintus, 'within', fr. L.

de, 'from', and intus, 'within', which is formed

fr. in, 'in', with adv. siiff. -tus, and suff. -ein, fr.

L. -dneus. Cp. Gk. evt6(;, 'within', fr. iv, 'in',

and see in, prep., and -aneous.

Derivative: denizen, tr. v.

denominate, tr. v. — L. dendmindtus, pp. of

dendmindre, 'to name specifically, denominate',

fr. de- and nomindre, 'to give a name to, to

name', from nomen, gen. ndminis, 'name'. See

nominate,

denomination, n. -— OF. denominacion (F. deno-

mination), fr. L. dendmindtidnem, ace. of dendmi-

ndtid (in classical L. used only in the sense of

'metonymy'), fr. dendmindtus, pp. of dendmi-

ndre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: denomination-al, adj., denomina-

tion-al-ly, adv., denomination-al-ism, n., deno-

mination-al-ize, tr. v.

denominative, adj. — Late L. dendmindtivus, fr.

L. dendmindtus, pp. of dendmindre. See deno-

minate and -ive.

Derivatives: denominative, n., denominative-ly,

adv.

denominator, n.— ML., fr. L. dendmindtus, pp. of

denomindre. See denominate and agential suff. -or.

denotation, n. — Late L. denotdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a

marking or pointing out', fr. L. denotdtus, pp. of

denotdre. See denote and -ation.

denotative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

denotdtus, pp. of denotdre. See next word.

Derivatives: denotative-ly, adv., denotative-

ness, n.

denote, tr. v. — F. denoter, fr. L. denotdre, 'to

mark or point out, indicate', fr. de- and notdre,

'to mark, note, observe'. See note, v.

denouement, n., unraveling of a plot; final revel-

ation in a play, etc. — F., lit. 'an unknotting,

untying', fr. denouer, 'to untie, unravel', fr. de-

(see de-) and nouer, fr. L. ndddre, 'to fill or

furnish with knots', fr. nodus, 'knot'. See node

and -ment

denounce, tr. v. — OF. denoncier, denoncer (F.

denoncer), fr. L. dendntidre, 'to make an official

announcement of, announce, declare; to threat-

en, denounce', fr. de- and ndntidre, 'to announ-

ce, declare, report, narrate; to inform against,

denounce', fr. nuntius, 'messenger, envoy'. See

nuncio and cp. denunciate.

denouncement, n. — OF. denoncement, fr. denon-

cer. See prec. word and -ment
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dense, adj. — L. densus (whence also F. dense),

'thick, thickly set, crowded, dense', cogn. with

Gk. Saaiii; (for *di}sus), 'thick, with hair, hairy,

bushy, thick, dense'. Cp. dasy-.Cp. also condense.

Derivatives: dense-ly, adv., dense-ness, n.

densimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

density of a substance. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. densus, 'dense', and Gk. (x^Tpov, 'measure'.

See dense and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

density, n. — F. densite, fr. L. densitatem, ace.

of densitds, 'thickness, density', fr. densus. See

dense and -ity.

dent, n., depression. — A dialectal var. of dint.

dent, n., a toothlike projection; an indentation.

— F., fr. L. dentem, ace. of dens, 'tooth'. See

denti- and cp. indentation.

dentagra, n., i) toothache; 2) a tooth forceps.—
A Medical Latin hybrid coined fr. L. dens, gen.

dentis, 'tooth', and Gk. iypa, 'a catching, sei-

zure'. For the first element see denti-, for the

second see chiragra. The correct word would be

odontagra, fr. Gk. 68o)v, gen. oSovto?, 'tooth',

and &Ypa.

dental, adj. — ML. dentdlis, 'pertaining to a

tooth or teeth', fr. L. dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth'.

See denti- and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : tfen/a/, n., a dental sound, dentalize

(q.v.), dental-ly, adv.

dentalize, tr. v., to make dental. — A hybrid

coined fr. ML. dentdlis (see prec. word) and
-ize, a suff. of Greek origin.

Derivative: dentaliz-ation, n.

Dentaria, n., a genus of plants of the mustard

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Late L. denlarius,

'pertaining to the teeth', fr. L. dens, gen. dentis,

'tooth'. See denti-.

dentate, adj., having a toothlike projection. —
L. dentdtus, 'toothed, dentate', fr. dens, gen.

dentis, 'tooth'. See denti- and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: dentat-ed, adj., dentat-ion, n.

dentato-, combining form meaning 'dentate'. —
Fr. L. dentdtus. See prec. word.

dentelle, n., lace. — F., lit. 'a little tooth', dimin.

of dent, 'tooth', fr. L. dentem, ace. of dens,

'tooth'. See denti- and cp. dentil.

denti-, before a vowel dent-, combining form
meaning 'tooth'. — L. denti-, dent-, fr. dens, gen.

dentis, 'tooth; point, spike', which is cogn.

with Gk. oSo'iv, gen. oSovro?, Goth, tunpus, OE.
top, 'tooth'. See tooth and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

denticle, n., i) a small tooth; 2) a small projec-

tion; 3) a dentil. — L. denticulus, 'a small tooth',

dimin. of dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth'. See denti-

and -cle.

denticular, adj., resembling a small tooth. —
Formed with suff. -ar fr. L. denticulus. See den-

ticle.

denticulate, adj., having small toothlike project-

ions. — L. denticuldtus, 'furnished with small

teeth', fr. denticulus. See deoticle and adj. suff.

-ate.

426

Derivatives: denticulat-ed, adj., denticulat-ion,n.

dentiform, adj., tooth-shaped. — Compounded
of denti- and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See
form, n.

dentifrice, n,, toothpowder. — F. dentifrice, fr.

L. dentifricium, 'powder for rubbing the teeth',

fr. dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth', and the stem of

fricdre, 'to rub' ; see denti- and friction. L. den-

tifricium was coined by Pliny. The word denti-

frice was introduced into French by the surgeon

Ambroise Pari (i5i7?-i59o).

dentigerous, adj., having teeth. — Lit. 'bearing

teeth', compounded of denti-, the stem ofgerere,

'to bear', and suff. -ons. See gerent.

dentil, n., one of a series of square blocks pro-

jecting like teeth (archit.) — ME. dentille, fr.

OF. dentille, lit. 'a small tooth', dimin. of dent,

fr. L dentem, ace. of dens, 'tooth'. See denti- and
cp. dentelle.

dentilingual, adj., pronounced with the point of

the tongue against the teeth (said of consonants,

esp. of the sounds of th in thin and this). — See

denti- and lingual.

dentimeter, n., an instrument for measuring

teeth.— A hybrid coined fr. L. dens, gen. dentis,

'tooth', and Gk. (xixpov, 'measure'. See denti-

and meter, 'poetical rhythm'. The correct form
would be odontometer, fr. Gk. oStov, gen. 6S6v-

To?, 'tooth', and jj,^Tpov, 'meter'.

dentine, also dentin, n., a calcareous substance

forming the chief mass of a tooth (anat.) —
Formed with suff. -ine, -in, fr. L. dens, gen.

dentis, 'tooth'. See denti-.

dentiphone, n., an instrument placed against the

teeth to enable the deaf to hear. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth', and Gk.
9covr;, 'sound'. See denti- and phone. The correct

form would be odontophone, fr. Gk. fiSciv, gen.

686vTo?, 'tooth', and tpcovii), 'sound'.

dentist, n. — F. dentiste, a hybrid coined fr. L.

dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth', and Gk. suff. -i<rdj?.

See denti- and suff. -ist.

Derivative: dentist-ry, n.

dentition, n., the cutting of teeth; teething. — L.

dentitio, gen. -onis, 'teething', fr. dentlt-(um),

pp. stem of dentlre, 'to cut teeth, to teethe'. See

denti- and -ion.

dentoid, adj., tooth-shaped. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth', and Gk. -oetSi^s,

'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See denti- and
-oid. The correct form is either odontoid or den-

tiform. (In the former both elements are of

Greek, in the latter, of Latin origin).

denture, n., a set of teeth, esp. a set of false teeth.

— F., fr. dent, 'tooth'. See dent, 'toothlike pro-

jection', and -ore.

denudation, n. — F. denudation, fr. L. dinOda-

tionem, ace. of dinOddtio, 'a laying bare', fr.

denOddtus, pp. of denuddre. See denude and
-atioQ.

denodatiTe, adj. — Formed with suff. -ire fr. L.

denOdatua, pp. of dgnOdare. See next word.

.^
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denude, tr. v., to lay bare. — L. denOddre, 'to lay

bare, strip; to uncover, expose', fr. de- and nw-

ddre, 'to make naked; to expose', fr. nudus,

'naked'. See nude.

denunciate, tr. v., to denounce. — L. denHntidtus,

pp. of denuntiare. See denounce and verbal suff.

-ate.

denunciation, n. — L. denHnlidtio, gen. -onis, fr.

denUntidtus, pp. of denHntidre. See prec. word

and -ion.

denunciative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr.

L. denOntiatus, pp. oidenHntidre. See denunciate.

Derivative : denunciative-ly, adv.

denunciatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. L. denuntidtus, pp. of denHntidre. See de-

nimciate.

deny, tr. v. — ME. denien, fr. F. denier, fr. L. de-

negdre, 'to deny, reject, refuse' (whence also It.

dinegare. Proven?., Sp., Port, denegar), fr. de-

and negdre, 'to say no, to deny, refuse'. See

negate.

deodand, n., a thing that had caused the death of

a human being and was therefore forfeited to

the Crown, to be used for pious purposes (Eng-

lish law). — ML. deodandum, fr. L. Deo dandum,

'to be given to God', from the dative of Deus

and the neut. gerundive of dare, 'to give'. See

deity and date, 'point of time'. For the use of

Latin gerundives in English cp. agenda and

words there referred to.

deodar, n., a kind of cedar. — Hind., lit. 'divine

tree', fr. OI. devaddru, fr. devdh, 'divine' and

ddru, 'wood, tree'. See deity and tree.

deodorant, adj. and n. — See deodorize and -ant.

deodorize, tr. v., to remove the odor of.— Formed

fr. de- (used in the privative sense of this pre-

fix), L. odor, 'smeir, and -ize, a suff. of Greek

origin. See odor.

Derivatives: deodoriz-ation, n., deodoriz-er, n.

deontology, n., the science of moral duty. —
Coined by the English philosopher Jeremy Bent-

ham (1748-1832) in 1826 fr. Gk. Seov, gen.

SeovTo;, 'that which is needful', neut. pres.

part, of Sei, 'it is necessary, it behoves one',

and -Xoyii, fr. -Xoyog, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. Gk. Ser is the third person of Sico, 'I am
in need of, I need', which prob. stands for

*S£UCTCi), and is rel. to Seuco, Seuopiat, 'I am
wanting, I am deficient', and cogn. with OI.

dosah, 'want, need'. Cp. deutero-. For the second

element see -logy.

Derivatives : deontolog-ical, adj., deontolog-isi, n.

deoxidize, tr. v., i) to remove oxygen from: 2) to

reduce from the state of an oxide (chem.) —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and oxidize.

Derivatives: deoxidiz-ation, n., deoxidiz-er, n.

deoxygenate, tr. v., to remove oxygen from
(chem.) — Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense

of this prefix), oxygen and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative : deoxygenat-ion, n.

dephlogisticated air

depart, intr. and tr. v. — ME. departen, 'to de-

part ; to go away', fr. OF. departir (F. departir),

'to divide, distribute', se departir, 'to separate

oneself, fr. de- (see de-) and partir, 'to divide,

separate', se partir, 'to separate oneself, leave',

fr. L. partire, 'to divide', fr. pars, gen. partis,

'part'. See part, n. and v., and cp. OProveng.

departir, and Sp. despartir. It. spartire, 'to di-

vide, distribute' (these latter derive fr. L. dis-

partire, of s.m.).

department, n. — ME., fr. OF. departement (F.

departement), fr. departir. See depart and -ment.

Derivatives: department-al, adj., departmental-

ism, departmental-ize, tr. v., department-al-ly,

adv., departure (q.v.)

departure, n. — OF. departeiire, fr. departir. See

depart and -ure.

depasture, tr. v., to pasture. — Formed fr. de-

and pasture.

Derivatives: depastur-age, n., departur-ation, n.

depauperate, tr. v., to make poor. — ML. depau-

perdtus, pp. of depauperdre, 'to make poor', fr,

de- and L. pauper, 'poor'. See pauper and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative: depauperat-ion, n.

depauperate, adj., depauperated.— ML. depaupe-

rdlus, pp. of depauperdre. See depauperate, v.

depauperize, tr. v., to free from paupers or from

poverty. — Formed fr. de- (in the privative

sense of this prefix) and pauperize.

Derivative: depauperiz-ation, n.

depSche, n., a dispatch. — F., fr. depecher, 'to

dispatch', fr. OF. despeechier (shortened fr. *des-

empechier), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and -peechier

(F. -pecker) in empeechier (F. empecher), 'to

hinder', fr. L. impedicdre, 'to catch in a trap',

fr. pedica, 'shackle, fetter', fr. pes, gen. pedis,

'foot'. See dis- and pedal and cp. impeach. E.

dispatch (q.v.) is not related to depeche.

depend, intr. v. — OF. dependre (F. dependre),

fr. VL. dependere, corresponding to L. depen-

dere, 'to hang from, hang down ; be dependent

on', which is formed fr. de- and pendere, 'to

hang, be suspended, float, hover, depend on'.

See pendant.

Derivatives: depend-able, adj., depend-abit-ily,

n., depend-able-ness, n., depend-abl-y, adv., de-

pendence (q.v.), dependent (q.v.), depend-er, n.,

depend-ing, adj., depend-ing-ly, adv.

dependence, also dependance, n. — F. depen-

dance, fr. dependant, pres. part, o^ dependre. See

prec. word and -ence.

dependency, n. — See prec. word and -cy.

dependent, adj. — F. dependant, pres. part, of

dependre, "to depend'. See depend and -ent.

dependent, dependant, n. — Fr. prec. word.

dephlogisticate, tr. v., to deprive of phlogiston.

— Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix), phlogistic and verbal suff. -ate.

dephlogisticated air. — A name given to oxygen

by its discoverer, the English clergyman and

chemist Joseph Priestley (1733-1804).
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dephosphorize, tr. v., to remove phosphorus from.

— Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix), phosphorus and suff. -ize.

Derivative : dephosphoriz-ation, n.

depict, tr. v., to portray; to describe. — L. de-

pictus, pp. of depingere, 'to portray, paint,

sketch, describe', fr. de- and pingere, 'to paint,

color, decorate, embelHsh, embroider'. See

picture.

Derivatives: depict-er, depict-or, n., depiction

(q.v.), depicture (q.v.).

depiction, n. — Late L. depictio, gen. -onis, 'paint-

ing, description', fr. L. depictus, pp. of de-

pingere. See prec. word and -ion.

depicture, tr. v., to depict. — Formed with suff.

-ure fr. L. depictus, pp. of depingere. See depict,

picture,

deplenish, tr. v., to remove the furniture from. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and OF. pleniss-, pres. part, stem of

plenir, 'to fill', fr. L. plenus, 'full'. See full, adj.,

and verbal suff. -ish, and cp. plenum, replenish.

Cp. also next word.

deplete, tr. v., to empty. — L. depletus, pp. of

deplere, 'to empty out, draw off, exhaust', fr.

de- and plere, 'to fill', whence plenus, 'full'. See

full, adj., and cp. prec. word. Cp. also complete,

replete.

Derivatives: deptet-ion, n., deplet-ive, deplet-ory,

adjs.

deplorable, adj .
— F. deplorable, fr. deplorer, 'to de-

plore', fr. L. deplordre. See next word and -able.

Derivatives: deplorabil-ity, n., deplorable-ness,

n., deplorabl-y, adv.

deplore, tr. v. — F. deplorer, fr. L. deplordre, 'to

weep bitterly, moan, bewail, lament', fr. de-

and plordre, 'to cry out ; to wail, lament', which

is of imitative origin. Cp. explore, implore.

Derivative: deplor-er, n.

deploy, tr. and intr. v., to spread out, extend

{mil.}— F. deployer, 'to unfold', fr. L. displicdre,

'to unfold". See display, which is a doublet of

deploy.

Derivative: deploy, n.

deployment, n. — F. deploiement, 'unfolding', fr.

deployer. See prec. word and -ment.

deplume, tr. v., to pull the feathers of, to un-

plume. — F. deplumer, pluck, unplume', fr.

ML. deplQmdre, fr. de- and L. plUma, 'feather,

down'. See plume and cp. unplume.

depolarize, tr. v., to deprive of polarity. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and polarize.

Derivative: depolariz-ation, n.

depolish, tr. v., to destroy the polish of. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and polish,

depone, tr. and intr. v., to depose. — L. deponere,

'to lay down, put aside, deposit', in ML. also

'to testify', fr. de- and ponere, 'to put, place,

set up; to appoint; to propose'. See positioii and
cp. words there referred to.

deponent, adj., said of verbs that are passive in

form but active in meaning {Latin and Greek
grammar). — L. deponens, gen. -entis, lit. 'put-

ting down or aside', pres. part, of deponere: see

prec. word and -ent. These verbs are called de-

ponent, because they have 'put aside', part of

their conjugation, i.e. the active voice. L.

deponens is prop, a loan translation of Gk.
dcTTOi^eTUto?, fr. dTro-rt^^svai, 'to put away'.

Derivative: deponent, n., a deponent verb.

deponent, n., one who makes a deposition imder

oath. — See depone and deponent, adj.

depopulate, tr. and intr. v. — L. depopuldtus, pp.
of depopuldri, 'to lay waste, ravage, destroy',

fr. de- and populari, 'to lay waste, destroy', lit.

'to overrun with an army', fr. populus, 'people',

also used in the sense of 'army'. See people,

populate. For the sense development of L. popu-

lari, 'to lay waste', fr. populus, 'people', cp. G.
verheeren, 'to lay waste', fr. Heer, 'army'.

depopulation, n. — L. depopuldtio, gen. -onis, 'a

laying waste', fr. depopuldtus, pp. of depopuldri.

See prec. word and -ion.

deport, tr. v., to expel, exile. — F. deporter, fr.

L. deportdre, 'to carry off or away', fr. de- (see

de-) and portdre, 'to carry'. See port, 'to carry'.

deport, reflexive v., to behave. — OF. deporter

(F. deporter), 'to behave', fr. de- (see de-) and
porter, 'to carry', fr. L. portdre. See port, 'to

carry'.

deportment, n., behavior. — OF. deportement, fr.

deporter. See deport, 'to behave', and -ment.

depose, tr. v. — F. deposer, fr. de- (see de-) and
poser, 'to place'. See pose, 'to place', and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: depos-able, adj., depos-al, n., de-

pos-er, n.

deposit, tr. v. — L. depositus, pp. of deponere,

'to lay down, entrust', fr. de- and ponere, 'to

place'. See depone.

Derivatives: deposit-ation, n., deposit-ee, n.

deposit, n. — L. depositum, 'something laid

down', neuter of depositus, pp. of deponere. See

prec. word and cp. depot, which is a doublet

of deposit.

depositary, n., i) a person with whom something

is left for safekeeping; 2) a depository. — Late

L. depositdrius, 'one who receives a deposit',

fr. L. depositus, 'laid down, deposited'. See

deposit, v., and subst. suff. -ary.

deposition, n. — OF., fr. L. depositidnem, ace. of

depositid, 'a laying down, depositing', fr. de-

positus, pp. of deponere, 'to lay down'. See de-

posit and -ion.

Derivative: deposition-al, adj.

depositor, n. — Late L. depositor, 'one who de-

posits', fr. L. depositus, pp. of deponere. See

deposit and agential suff. -or.

depository, n., a place where something is de-

posited. — ML. depositorium, 'a place where

sontething is deposited', fr. L. depositus, pp. of

depdnere. See deposit, v., and subst. suff. -ory.
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depot, n., 1) a storehouse; 2) a railroad station.

—

F. depot, fr. OF. depost, lit. 'a place where some-

thing is deposited', fr. L. depositum. See de-

posit, n.

depravation, n., corruption. — F. depravation, fr.

L. depravdtidnem, ace. of depravdtid, 'a per-

verting, distorting' fr. depravdtus, pp. of depra-

vdre. See next word and -ion.

deprave, tr. v., to corrupt. — L. depravare, 'to

pervert, corrupt, distort, disfigure', fr. de- and
pravus, 'crooked, perverted, vicious, wicked'.

See pravity.

Derivatives: deprav-ed, adj., deprav-ed-ly, adv.,

deprav-ed-ness, n., deprav-er, n.

depravity, n. — Formed fr. deprave on analogy

of pravity.

deprecate, tr. v., i) to seek to avert by prayer

{archaic) ; 2) to disapprove of. — L. deprecdtus,

pp. of deprecdri, 'to avert by prayer, to pray

for, intercede for', fr. de- and precdri, 'to ask,

beg, pray, request'. See pray and verbal suff.

-ate and cp. imprecate.

Derivatives: deprecating-ly, adv., deprecation,

deprecative, deprecatory (qq.v.).

deprecation, n., disapproval. — F. deprecation,

fr. L. deprecdtionem, ace. of deprecdtid, 'an

averting by prayer, intercession', fr. deprecdtus,

pp. of deprecdri. See prec. word and -ion.

deprecative, adj., deprecatory. — F. deprecatif

(fem. deprecative), fr. Late L. deprecdtivus, fr.

L. deprecdtus, pp. of deprecdri. See deprecate

and -ive. Derivative: deprecative-ly, adv.

deprecatory, adj., deprecating. — Late L. depre-

cdtdrius, fr. L. deprecdtus, pp. of deprecdri. See

deprecate and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivatives: deprecatori-ly, adv., deprecatori-

ness, n.

depreciable, adj. — See next word and -able.

depreciate, tr. and intr. v., i) to lower the price

of; 2) to belittle, disparage. — L. depretidtus,

pp. of depretidre, 'to lower the price of, under-

value, depreciate', fr. de- and pretidre, 'to prize,

value', fr. pretium, 'price, value'. See price and

cp. appreciate. Cp. also dispraise, disprize.

Derivatives: depreciat-ing-ly, adv., depreciat-

ion, n., depreciat-ive, adj., depreciat-ive-ly, adv.,

depreciat-or, n., depreciat-ory, adj., depreciat-

ori-ness, n.

depredate, tr. and intr. v., to plunder. — L. de-

praeddtus, pp. of depraeddri, 'to plunder, pil-

lage', fr. de- and praeddri, 'to plunder', fr.

praeda, 'booty, plunder'. See prey and verbal

suff. -ate.

depredation, n., plundering. — F. depredation, fr.

L. depraeddtidnem, ace. of depraeddtid, 'a plun-

dering', fr. depraeddtus, pp. of depraeddri. See

prec. word and -ion.

depredator, n., a plunderer.— Late L. depraeddtor,

'plunderer', fr. depraeddtus, pp. of depraeddri.

See depredate and agential suff. -or.

depress, tr. v. — OF. depresser, fr. Late L. *de-

pressdre, freq. of L. deprimere (pp. depressus).

'to press down, weigh down, plant deep, dig

deep, depress', fr. de- and premere, 'to press'.

See press, v., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: depress-ant, adj. and n., depress-ed,

adj., depress-ible, adj., depress-ing, adj., depress-

ing-ly, adv., depress-ing-ness, n., depression

(q.v.), depress-ive, adj., depress-ive-ly, adv., de-

press-ive-ness, n., depress-or, n.

depression, n. — L. depressio, gen. -onis, 'a pres-

sing down', fr. depressus, pp. of deprimere. See

prec. word and -ion.

deprivable, adj. — See deprive and -able.

deprivation, n, — ML. deprivdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

deprivdre. See deprive and -ion.

deprive, tr. v. — OF. depriver, fr. ML. deprivdre,

fr. de- and L. privdre, 'to bereave, deprive, rob'.

See private.

Derivatives: deprive-ment, n., depriv-er, n.

de profundis, name of the 130th psalm. — L.,

'out of the depths'; so called from the first

words of the Latin version, rendering Heb. mim-

ma'dmaqqfm. See de- and profound.

depside, also depsid, n., any of a group of com-

pounds formed by the condensation of two

molecules ofa phenolic acid (chem.)—G . Depsid,

coined by the German chemist Emil Fischer

(1852-1929) fr. Gk. SeiJjEiv, 'to tan', an j-en-

largement of Setpsiv, 'to knead, soften', which is

prob. cogn. with. Arm. top'em, 'I strike, beat',

Serbo-Croatian depdm, depati, 'to thrust, strike',

Pol. depta^, 'to tread'. For the ending see chem.

suff. -id.

depth, n. — Formed fr. deep on analogy of length.

Cp. ON. dypt, dypd, Du. diepte, Goth, diupipa,

'depth'.

depurate, tr. v., to free from impurities. — ML.
depdrdtus, pp. of depdrdre, 'to purify thorough-

ly', fr. de- and pdrdre, 'to purify', fr. pOrus,

'clean, pure'. See pure and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: depurat-ion, n., depural-ivc, adj.,

depurat-or, n., depurat-ory, adj.

deputation, n. — See next word and -ation.

depute, tr. v. — F. deputer, fr. L. depiildre, 'to

cut off, prune; to esteem, consider', in Late L.,

'to destine, allot', fr. de- and putdre. 'to trim,

prune, lop, clean, cleanse; to think over, con-

sider, reckon, count'. See putamen and cp. pu-

tative and words there referred to.

deputize, tr. v., to appoint as a deputy; intr. v.,

to act as a deputy. — Formed fr. deputy with

suff. -ize.

deputy, n. — F. depute, prop. pp. o{ deputer, used

as a noun. — See depute and -y (representing

OF. -e, F. -e).

deracinate, tr. v., to tear out by the roots. — Fr.

F. deraciner, fr. de- (see de-) and racine, 'root', fr.

Late L. rddlcina, dimin. of L. radix, gen. rddicis,

'root' (see radix and verbal suff. -ate); intro-

duced into English by Shakespeare. Cp. Rum.
rddicind, 'root', which also derives from Laie

L. rddicina. Derivative: deracinat-ion, n.

tr. v., to vindicate. — OF. deraisnier.
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'to tell, teach ; to vindicate, justify', fr. de- and
raisnier, 'to speak, plead, instruct', fr. VL.
*rationare, 'to reason', fr. L. ratio, 'reckoning,

calculation, reason'. See reason and cp. ar-

raign, 'to call to account'.

derail, tr. v., to cause to run off the rails;

intr. v., to run off the rails. — F. derailler, fr.

de- (see dc-) and rail, 'rail'. See rail, 'bar'.

derailment, n. — F. deraillement, fr. derailler.

See prec. word and -ment.

derange, tr. v., i) to disarrange; 2) to make in-

sane. — F. deranger, fr. OF. desrengier, a hy-

brid coined fr. des- (fr. L. dis, 'apart, asunder')

and OF. rengier, rangier (F. ranger), 'to put

into line', a word of Teut. origin. See dis- and

range and cp. arrange.

derangement, n. — F. derangement, fr. deranger.

See prec. word and -ment.

derate, tr. v., to reduce the rates of. — Formed
fr. de- (in the privative sense of this prefix) and

rate, 'amount'.

Derby, n., a horse race held annually at Epsom.—
Named after the 12th Earl of Derby.

derby, n., a bowler hat. — Of uncertain origin.

Derceto, n., the same as Atargatis. — L. Der-

ceto, fr. Gk. AepxExco, shortened fr. ' ATapyotTn;.

See Atargatis.

derelict, adj., abandoned; n., something aban-

doned. — L. derelictus, 'wholly forsaken', pp.

of derelinquere, 'to forsake wholly, resign, re-

linquish'. See de- and relinquish and cp. relict.

Derivatives: dereliction (q.v.), derelict-ly, adv.,

derelict-ness.

dereliction, n., the act of abandoning. — L. de-

relictio, gen. -onis, 'an abandoning, forsaking',

fr. derelictus, pp. of derelinquere. See prec. word
and -ion.

deride, tr. v., to mock. — L. deridere, "to laugh

at, scorn, mock', fr. de- and ridere, 'to laugh'.

See risible and cp. next word.

Derivative: derid-er, n.

derision, n., the act of deriding: contempt. — F.

derision, fr. L. derisionem, ace. of derisio, fr.

derisus, pp. of deridere. See prec. word and -ion.

derisive, adj., expressing derision. — Formed
with suff. -ive fr. L. derisus. pp. of deridere. See

deride.

Derivatives: derisive-ly, adv., derisive-ness, n.

derivate, adj. — L. derivdtus, pp. o( derivare. See

derive and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: derivate, n., derivate-ly, adv.

derivation, n. — F. derivation, fr. L. derivationem,

ace. of derivdtio, "a leading off, turning off:

etymology, derivation'. See derive and -ation.

Derivatives: derivation-al, adj., derivation-ist, n.

derivative, adj. and n. — F. derivatif (km. deri-

vative), fr. Late L. derivativus, fr. L. derivatus.

See derivate and -ive.

derive, tr. and intr. v. — OF. deriver (F. deriver),

fr. L. derivdre, 'to change the course of a river',

in Late L. used also in the sense of 'to derive'

;

fr. de- and rivus, 'a small stream'. Accordingly

the word prop, means 'to draw away a word

from its source'. See rivulet.

Derivatives: deriv-able, adj., deriv-abl-y, adv.,

deriv-ahil-ity, n., deriv-al, n., derivate (q.v.),

derivation (q.v.), derivative (q.v.), deriv-ed, adj.,

deriv-ed-ly, adv., deriv-ed-ness, n., deriv-er, n.

-derm, suff. meaning 'skin, covering', as in blas-

toderm. — Fr. Gk. Sspjia, 'skin'. See derma and

cp. pachyderm.

derma, also derm, n., skin, esp. the layer of the

skin below the epidermis (anat.) — ML. derma,

fr. Gk. Sepua, 'skin', formed with suff. -pia (see

-m), from the stem of Sepciv, Setpstv, 'to flay'

(whence also Scpa?, Slpoi;, Seppi?, 8opa, 'skin',

Sapati;, 'tearing, flaying, separation'), which is

cogn. with Goth, dis-tairan, 'to tear to pieces',

OF. teran, 'to tear'. See tear, 'to rend', and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also adermia, ec-

deron, endermic, epidermis, exodermis, hypo-

dermis, leucoderma, pachyderm, taxidermy,

xeroderma.

dermal, adj., pertaining to the skin. — A hybrid

formed fr. Gk. 8sp(i3e, 'skin' (see prec. word),

with -al, a suff. of Latin origin.

dermat-, form of dermato- before a vowel.

dermatalgia, n., pain in the skin (med.) — Medi-

cal L., compounded of dermat- and -aXytS, fr.

ocAyo;, 'pain'. See -algia.

dermatic, adj., pertaining to the skin. — Gk.

Sep(xaTtx6i;, fr. Ssp^a, gen. Slpfiaxo;;, 'skin'. See

derma and -Ic.

dermatitis, n., inflammation of the skin below the

epidermis (med.) — Medical L., formed with

suff. -itis fr. Gk. Sepfxa, gen. SspixaToi;, 'skin'.

See derma.

dermato-, before a vowel dermat-, combining

form meaning 'of, or pertaining to, the skin'. —
Gk. SepixaTo-, Sspfiax-, fr. Sepfia, gen. 8Ep[j,aT0C,

'skin'. See derma.

Dermatobia, n., a genus of botflies (entomol.) —
ModL., lit. 'living under the skin', compounded

of dermato- and Gk. <^ioQ, 'life' (see bio-); so

called because the larvae of this genus live

under the skin of animals and man.

dermatography, n., anatomical description of the

skin. — Compounded of dermato- and Gk.

-Ypa9ia, fr. ypitpstv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

dermatoid, adj., resembling skin.— Compounded
of dermat- and Gk. -oeiSt;;, 'like', fr. cISo;,

'form, shape'. See -oid.

dermatology, n., the study of the skin. — Com-
pounded of dermato- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: dermatolog-ical, adj., dermatolog-

ist, n.

dermatosis, n., any disease of the skin (med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -osis fr. Gk. Sepjxa,

gen. SepfiOfTo?, 'skin'. See derma.

Dermestes, n., a genus of voracious beetles (en-

tomol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. SEp|iii)CTTYi<;, 'a worm
that eats skin', which is compounded of Gk.
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S£p(ji,a, 'skin', and the stem of ecti^ieiv, 'to eat'.

For the first element see derma. Gk. h<^^iz\M is

a back formation fr. gtj&i, 'eat!', imper. of

^Ssiv, 'to eat', which is cogn. with Goth, itan,

OE. etan, 'to eat'. See eat and cp. words there

referred to.

dermic, adj., pertaining to the skin.— Irregularly

formed fr. Gk. 8^p[j.a, 'skin'; see derma. The
regular form is dermatic.

dermis, n., the derma. — Medical L., back form-

ation fr. epidermis (q.v.)

dermo-, combining form, of the same meaning as

dermato- {anat.) — Gk. Sspjio- (as in Sep(x6-

TTTEpoi;, 'with membranous wings', SepixiTiTuXov,

'leather cushion'), a short form for SspixaTO-.

See dermato-.

Dermochelys, n., a genus of turtles (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of dermo- and Gk. x£X6<;,

'tortoise'. See Chelonia.

dem, adj., hidden, secret (archaic). — ME. derne,

fr. OE. derne, dierne, 'concealed, secret, dark',

rel. to OS. derni, OFris. dern. OHG. tarni, of

s.m., OHG. tarnjan, MHG. tarnen, 'to conceal,

hide' (whence G. Tarnkappe, 'cloak of invisibili-

ty'). F. ternir, 'to tarnish, to dull', is a Teut. loan

word; see tarnish.

dernier ressort, last expedient. — F., lit. 'last re-

sort', F. dernier, 'last', is a contraction of OF.
derrenier, which is formed on analogy oipre-

mier, 'first', fr. OF. derrain, 'last'. See darrein.

For the etymology of F. ressort, 'resort', see

ressort, n.

derogate, tr. v., to reduce the value of, detract

from; intr. v., to detract. — L. derogdtus, pp. of

derogdre, 'to take away, detract from, diminish;

to disparage', fr. de- and rogare, 'to ask, beg,

entreat'. See rogation and cp. abrogate.

derogation, n. — F. derogation, fr. L. derogatio-

nem, ace. of derogdtio, fr. derogdtus, pp. of

derogdre. See prec. word and -ion.

derogatory, adj. — Late L. derogdtorius, fr. L.

derogdtus, pp. oi derogdre. See derogate and adj.

suff. -ory.

Derivatives: derogatori-ly, adv., derogatori-

ness, n.

derrick, n., a device for lifting weights. — Named
after Derrick, a hangman at Tyburn Prison in

London, who lived about the beginning of the

17th cent.

Derivative: derrick, tr. and intr. v.

derring-do, n., desperate courage. — This noun
owes its existence to an error. Spenser mistook
the words dorryng don in Chaucer's Troitus,

v. 834, for a noun. The equivalents of these two
words are in reality daring do (i.e. 'daring

to do').

derringer, n., a short-barreled pistol. — Named
after its inventor Henry Derringer, an American.

Derris, n., a genus of vines of the pea family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. S^ppi?, 'skin; leather

covering', which is rel. to S£p(ia, 'skin'. See

derma.

dervish, n., a Mohammedan mendicant monk.—
Turk, derwish, fr. Pers. darwesh, 'beggar; poor'.

Cp. Avestic driyu-, fem. driwl-, 'poor'.

descant, n., song, melody (music). — ONF. des-

cant, descaunt, corresponding to OF. deschant

(F. dechant), fr. ML. discantus, fr. dis- and L.

cantus, 'song, melody'. See cant, 'slang of beg-

gars'.

descant, intr. v., i) to play or sing a descant; to

sing; 2) to comment (on or upon). — Partly fr.

descant, n., partly fr. ONF. descanter [corres-

ponding to OF. deschanter (F. dechanter)], fr.

ONF. descant.

Derivative: descant-er, n.

descend, intr. and tr. v. — F. descendre, fr. L. de-

scendere, 'to come down, descend, sink', fr. de-

and scandere, 'to climb'. See scan and cp. as-

cend, condescend. For the change of Latin d

(in scdndere) to e (in de-scendere) see accent and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: descendant, descendent (qq.v.),

descend-er, n., descendible (q.v.), descend-ing,

adj., descend-ing-ly, adv.

descendant, adj., descending (rare). — F. descen-

dant, pres. part oi descendre. See prec. word and

-ant.

Derivative: descendant, n., an offspring.

descendent, adj., descending. — L. descendens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of descendere. See des-

cend and -ent.

descension, n. — OF., fr. L. descensionem, ace.

of descensio, 'a going down, descending', fr.

descensus, pp. of descendere. See descend and

-ion and cp. ascension.

descensive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

descensus, pp. of descendere. See descend and

-ive and cp. ascensive.

descent, n. — F. descente, formed fr. descendre,

'to descend', on analogy of nouns like OF.

penle, 'slope' (fr. pendre, 'to hang'), vente,

'sale' (fr. vendre, 'to sell'). See descend and cp.

ascent.

Deschampsia, n., a genus of plants (bot.) —
ModL., named after the French botanist Loise-

leur Deslongchamps (1774- 1849). For the end-

ing see suff. -ia.

describe, tr. v. — L. describere, 'to write down,

copy ; to sketch, represent, describe', fr. de- and

scrlbere, 'to write'. See scribe and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also nondescript.

Derivatives: describ-able, adj., describ-abil-ity,

n., describ-abl-y, adv.

description, n. — F., fr. L. descriptionem, ace. of

descriptio, 'representation, description, copy',

fr. descrlptus, pp. of describere. See describe

and -ion.

descriptive, adj. — Late L. descriptivus, 'contain-

ing a description', fr. L. descriptus, pp. of de-

scribere. See describe and -ive.

Derivatives: descriptive-Iy, adv., descript-ive-

ness, n.

descry, tr. v., to discern. — OF. deserter (F. de-
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crier), 'to proclaim, decry', fr. des- (fr. L. dis-)

and crier (fr. L. quirltdre), 'to cry'. See dis- and

cry and cp. decry.

desecrate, tr. v., to deprive of sacredness. — A
blend of de- (in the privative sense of this pre-

fix) and consecrate (q.v.) (L. desacrdre, dese-

crdre means 'to consecrate'.) Cp. OF. dessacrer,

'to desecrate', which is formed fr. pref. des- (fr.

L. dis-) and sacrer (fr. L. sacrdre), 'to conse-

crate'.

Derivative : desecrat-ion, n.

desensitize, tr. v. — Formed fr. de- (in the priva-

tive sense of this prefix) and sensitize.

Derivatives: desentiz-ation, n., desensitiz-er, n.

desert, intr. v., to leave one's duty. — OF. de-

serter (F. deserter), fr. VL. desertdre, freq. of

deserere (pp. desertus), 'to put down', hence 'to

leave, forsake, abandon, desert', lit. 'to put

down', fr. de- and serere, 'to put in a row, join

together'. See series.

Derivatives: desert-ed, adj., desert-ed-ly, adv.,

desert-ed-ness, n., desert-er, n., desertion (q.v.)

desert, adj., uninhabited, waste. — OF. desert

(F. desert), fr. L. desertus, 'deserted; desert,

waste' (whence also It. diserto, OProven?. dezert,

Sp. desierto), pp. of deserere. See desert, v.

Derivative: desert-ness, n.

desert, n., wilderness. — OF. desert (F. desert),

fr. Late L. desertum, 'a desert place, desert' (cp.

the classical L. pi. deserta, 'deserted places, de-

serts'), neut. of L. desertus, ^^.oi deserere, v&tA

as a noun; the It., OProven?. and Sp. corres-

pondences are identical in form with the re-

spective adjectives. See desert, adj.

desert, n., merit. — ME. deserte, fr. OF. deserte,

prop. fern. pp. of deservir, used as a noun,

fr. VL. *deservita, corresponding to L. deser-

vJta, fern. pp. of deservire. See deserve.

desertion, n. — F. desertion, fr. L. desertionem,

ace. of desertio, 'a forsaking, abandoning,

deserting', fr. desertus, pp. of deserere. See

desert, 'to leave', and -ion.

deserve, tr. and intr. v. — OF. deservir (F. des-

servir), fr. L. deservire, 'to serve diligently, take

care of, be devoted to', fr. de- and servire, 'to

serve'. See serve and cp. desert, 'merit'.

Derivatives: deserv-ed, adj., deserv-ed-ly, adv.,

deserv-ing, adj., deserv-ing-Iy, adv.

deshabille. — See dishabille.

desiccate, tr. v., to dry up; intr. v., to become

dried up. — L. desiccdtus, pp. of desiccdre, 'to

dry up completely', fr. de- and siccdre, 'to make
dry, drain', fr. siccus, 'dry'. See siccative and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: desiccat-ion, n., desiccat-ive, adj.,

desiccat-or, n.

desiderate, tr. v., to feel a desire for. — L. desi-

derdtus, pp. of desiderdre, 'to feel the want of,

wish for, long for, desire'. See desire and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: desideration (q.v.), desiderat-ive,

adj.
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desideration, n. — L. desiderdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

desiderdtus, pp. of desiderdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

desiderative, n., a desiderative verb (gram.) —
Short for desiderative verb. See desiderate.

desideratum, n., something lacking. — L., lit.

'something desired', neut. pp. of desiderdre. See

desiderate.

design, tr. and intr. v, — F. designer, fr. L. desig-

ndre, 'to mark out, trace out, designate, point

out, appoint', fr. de- and signdre, 'to mark'.

See sign, v.

Derivatives: design-ed, adj., design-ed-ly, adv.,

design-ed-ness, n., design-er, n., design-ing, n.

and adj., design-ing-ly, adv.

design, n. — Earlier F. desseing (now spelled

dessein), fr. desseigner (now dessiner), fr. It.

disegnare, 'to draw, sketch; to plan', fr. L. de-

signdre. See design, v. Modem French differen-

tiates between dessein, 'design, plan, scheme',

and dessin, 'drawing, sketch'.

designate, tr. v. — L. designdtus, pp. of designdre.

See design, v., and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: designation (q.v.), designat-ive, adj.,

designat-or, n., designat-ory, adj.

designate, adj. — L. designdtus, pp. of designdre.

See designate, v.

designation, n. — L. designdtio, gen. -dnis, 'a

marking out, designating', fr. designdtus, pp. of

designdre. See design, v., and -ation and cp.

prec. word.

desilverize, tr. v., to remove silver from. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and silverize.

desinence, n., ending, suffix. — F. desinence, fr.

ML. desinentia, 'ending', fr. L. desinens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of desinere, 'to cease, end, ter-

minate', fr. de- and sinere, 'to set down; to

leave, let'. See site and -ence and cp. desition.

desipience, n., folly. — L. desipientia. fr. desi-

piens, gen. -entis. See next word and -ce.

desipient, adj., foolish. — L. desipiens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of desipere. 'to be foolish', fr. de- and

sapere, 'to taste, know, be wise'. See sapient.

For the change of Latin a (in sapiens) to i (in

de-sipiens) see abigeat and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

desirable, adj. — F. desirable, formed fr. desirer

after L. desiderdbilis. See desire, v., and -able.

Derivatives: desirabil-ity, n., desirable-ness, n.,

desirabl-y, adv.

desire, tr. v. — F. desirer, 'to wish for, long for,

desire', fr. L, desiderdre, 'to feel the want of,

wish for, long for, desire' (whence also It. desi-

derare, OProveng. dezirar), orig. "to expect

from the stars', fr. de- and sidus, gen. sideris,

'star'. See sidereal and cp. consider.

Derivatives; desire n. (q.v,), desir-ed, adj., desir-

ed-ly, adv., desir-ed-ness, n., desir-er, n., desirous

(q-v.)

desire, n. — OF. desir (F. desir), fr. desirer. See

desire, v.
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desirous, adj. — OF. desiros, desireus (F. desi-

reux), fr. VL. desiderosus, fr. L. desiderdre. See

desire, v., and -ous.

Derivatives: desirous-ly, adv., desirous-ness, n.

desist, intr. v., to stop. — OF. desister (F.

desister), fr. L. desistere, 'to stand aside

or apart, leave off, cease', fr. de- and sistere, 'to

cause to stand still, put, place; to stand still,

stand', from the reduplicated base of stare,

'to stand'. See assist and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

desistance, n., the state of desisting. — Formed

fr. prec. word with suff. -ance.

desition, n., cessation of being, ending —
Formed with suff -ion fr. L. desitus, 'a ceasing',

fr. desitus, pp. of desinere, 'to cease'. See de-

sinent.

desk, n. ^ ME. deske, fr. ML. desca, 'a desk,

table', fr. L. discus, 'a quoit, a disk; a table*.

See dish and cp. dais, disk.

Derivative: desk, tr. v.

desm-, form of desmo- before a vowel.

desma, n., a sponge spicule {zool.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. Slajxa, 'a bond'. See desmo-.

desman, n., either of two molelike mammals

(Myogale moschata, resp. Myogale pyrenaica).

— Swed. desman, 'musk'.

Desmanthus, n., a genus of plants of the mimosa

family (hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

8£(j(i7i, 'bundle', and dcv&o?, 'flower'. See desmo-

and anther and cp. the first element in Desmo-

dium and the second element in Teleodesmacea.

desmid, n., an alga of the family Desmidiaceae

(hot.)— ModL. Desmidium (name of the genus)

as if fr. Gk, *SE(T[jit8iov, dimin. of Ssct(x6?,

'band, bond, chain' (see desmo-); so called

because it sometimes occurs in chains.

Desmidiaceae, n. pi., a family of algae {hot.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. ModL.

Desmidium. See prec. word.

desmo-, before a vowel desm-, combining form

meaning 'bond'. — Gk. SEajio-, 8cCT(i-, fr.

SsafAos, 'band, bond', rel. to Seajia, of s.m.,

8eci(jiv), 'bundle', Sectk;, 'a binding', fr. Seeiv, 'to

bind', whence also Sstt), 'torch', lit. 'sticks,

bound together' (prop. fem. verbal adj. of Ssstv,

'to bind'), the second element in v.pi)-ht-\ptoM,

'headdress', Sia-8ig[ia,'band or fillet', U7t6-8ir)[xa,

'a sandal' (lit. 'that which is bound under'), fr.

I.-E. base *de{i)-, *d^-, 'to bind. See diadem and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also desma,

desmid, syndesmo-.

Desmodium, n., a genus of plants, the tick trefoil

{bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ^z<5\j.nc„ 'band, bond',

and suff. -coSr,;, 'like' (see desmo- and -ode); so

called in allusion to the connected joints of

the pods,

desmoid, adj., ligamentous. — Compounded of

Gk. SeCT(jt,6i;, 'band, bond', and -oeiSTji;, 'like',

fr. eTSo;, 'form, shape'. See desmo- and -oid.

Desmoncus, n., a genus of trees of the palm family

(bot.) — Compounded of Gk. Se(i(x6?, 'band.
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bond', and Syxoc;, 'bend, curve, hook, barb'.

See desmo- and onco-, 'barb, hook'.

Desmoscolex, n., a genus of marine worms (hel-

minthology).— ModL., compounded of 8£cr|x6(;,

'band, bond', and cxwXyi^. 'worm' (see desmo-

and scolex); so called from the globular head.

desolate, adj., i) lonely ; 2) deserted
; 3) laid waste.

— L. desdldtus, pp. of desoldre. See desolate, v.

Derivatives: desolate-ly, adv., desolate-ness, n.

desolate, tr. v., i) to make desolate; 2) to lay

waste. — L. desdldtus, pp. of desoldre, 'to leave

alone, forsake, abandon, make solitary', fr.

de- and sdldre, 'to make lonely', fr. solus, 'alone,

lonely'. See sole, 'alone', and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: desolat-ing, adj., desolat-ing-ly,

adv., desolation (q.v.), desolat-or, n.

desolation, n. — F. desolation, fr. Eccles. L. de-

soldtionem, ace. of desdldtio, fr. L. desdldtus, pp.

of desoldre. See desolate, v., and -ion.

despair, intr. v. — ME. despeiren, desperen, fr.

OF. despeir-, pres. sing, stem of desperer, 'to

despair', fr. L. desperdre, 'to lose all hope,

despair', fr. de- and sperdre, 'to hope', fr. spes,

'hope', which prob. is cogn. with OSlav. spej<^,

speti, 'to be successful', spechU, 'endeavor, as-

piration', Lith. speju, speti, 'to have time; to be

quick enough'. These words prob. derive fr.

I.-E. base *spe(i)-, *spg-, 'to draw, stretch,

spread, extend, swell; to be successful'. See

prosperous and cp. desperado, desperate, Es-

peranto.

Derivatives: despair, n., despair-er, n., despair-

ing, adj., despair-ing-ly, adv., despair-ing-ness, n.

despatch, tr. v. — A var. of dispatch. The spelling

with e is erroneous; it was introduced by

Johnson.

desperado, n., a desperate criminal. — OSp,, pp.

of desperar, 'to despair', fr. L. desperdre. See

despair and -ado.

desperate, adj. — L. desperdtus, pp. oi desperdre.

See despair and adj. suff. -ate.

Dtx\\diXn&%:desperate-ly,SLAy.,desperate-ness,n.

desperation, n — ME. desperacioun, fr. MF. despe-

ration, fr. L. desperdtidnem, ace. of desperdlid,

'despair, hopelessness', fr. desperdtus, pp. of

desperdre. See despair, v., and -ation.

despicable, adj.— Late L. despicdbilis, 'contempt-

ible, despicable', fr. L. despicdri, 'to despise,

disdain', rel. to despicere, 'to look down upon;

to despise, disdain', fr. de- and specere, spicere,

'to look at'. See species and -able and cp. next

word.

Derivatives: despicabil-ity, n., despicable-ness,

n., despicabl-y, adv.

despise, tr. v. — ME. despisen, fr. OF. despis-,

pres. part, stem of despire, 'to despise', fr. L.

despicere, 'to look down upon, despise, dis-

dain', fr. de- and specere, spicere, 'to look at'.

See species and cp. prec. word. Cp. also next

word.

despite, n.— ME. despit, fr. OF. despit (F. depit),

fr. L. despectus, 'a looking down; a despising.



despite

scorn, contempt', fr. despectus, pp. of despicere.

See prec. word and cp. spite.

Derivatives: despite, prep., despite-ful, adj., tfe-

spite-ful-ly, adv., despite-ful-ness, n.

despite, adj. — Shortened fr. orig. 'in despite of.
Cp. in spite of.

despoil, tr. v., to plundef. — ME. despoilen, fr.

OF. despoilier, despuilier (F. depouiller), 'to de-

spoil', fr. L. despolidre, 'to rob, despoil, plun-

der', fr. de- and spotiare, 'to rub, plunder, pil-

lage, spoil', lit. 'to strip of clothing', fr. spolium,

'skin stripped from an animal ; arms taken from
an enemy; prey, booty'. See spoil, n., and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: despoil-er, n., despoil-ment, n.

despoliation, n., plundering. — Late L. despolid-

tid, gen. -onis, 'a robbing, desporting, plunder-
ing', fr. L. despolidtus, pp. of despolidre. See
prec. word and -ation and cp. spoliation.

despond, intr. v., to lose hope and courage. — L.

despotidere, 'to promise, pledge, give up, yield,

lose courage, despond', fr. de- and spondere, 'to

engage oneself, promise'. See spouse.

Derivatives: despond-ence, n., despond-ency, n.,

despondent (q.v.), despond-er, n., despond-ing,

adj., despond-ing-Iy, adv.

despondent, adj. — L. despondens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of despondere. See prec. word and
-ent.

despot, n., tyrant. — OF. despot (P. despote), fr.

Gk, SeaTOTTji;, 'master, ruler, tyrant', which
stands for orig. *dems-potd, and prop, means
'lord of the house' and is equivalent to OI.
ddm-patifi, 'lord of the house'. The first element
stands in gradational relationship to Gk. Stojiot,

L. domus, 'house'; see dome, 'building'. The
second element is rel. to Gk. ttocti; (for *v:6t\.<;),

'husband', and cogn. with OI. pdtilx, 'master,

husband', L. potis, 'able, powerful', potens,

'able, mighty, powerful'. See potent and cp. pos-

sess, possible, power, puissant.

Derivatives: despotic (q.v.), despot-ism, n., des-

pot-isi, n.

despotic, despotical, adj., pertaining to a despot;

tyrannical. ~ F. despotique, fr. Gk. ScCTTtOTtxo?,

'inclined to tyranny, despotic', fr. Sectttottji;. See
prec. word and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivatives: despotical-Iy, adv., despotical-ness,

n.

desquamate, intr. v., to peel off (med.) — L. de-

squamdtus, pp. of desqudmdre, 'to scale off, peel

off', fr. de- and squama, 'scale'. See squama and
verbal suff. -ate and cp. esquamate.

Derivatives: desquamat-ion, n., desquamat-ive,

adj., desquamal-ory, adj.

dessert, n., a course of fruit, sweets, etc., served

at the end of dinner. — P., lit. 'removal of what
has been served at table', fr. desservir, 'to re-

move what has been served', fr. des- (fr. L. dis-,

'apart, asunder'), and .^ervir, 'to serve' (fr. L.

servire). See dis- and serve.

destination, n. — L. dSstinatio, gen. -onis, 'pur-
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pose, design', fr. destinatus, pp. of destindre.

See next word and -ation.

destine, tr. v. — ME. destenen, fr. OF. (= p.)

destiner, 'to fix, determine, destine, purpose', fr.

L. destindre, 'to make firm, fasten; to intend,

devote, destine', which stands for *de-stdn-dre,

fr. de- and *sta-n, -n-enlargement of I.-E. base
*std-, *st\ 'to stand'. See state and cp. next
word and obstinate. For the change of Latin a
(in *stdndre) to i (in de-stindre) see abigeat and
cp. words there referred to.

destiny, n. — ME. destinee, fr. OF. destinee (P.

destinee), lit. 'that which is destined', fern. pp.
of destiner. See prec. word.

destitute, adj., needy, deprived. — L. destitutus,

pp. of destituere, 'to set down; to forsake,

abandon, desert; to disappoint', fr. de- and
statuere, 'to cause to stand, place, set up'. See
statute and cp. constitute and words there re-

ferred to. For the change of Latin d (in statuere)

to i (in de-stituere) see abigeat and cp. words
there referred to.

destitution, n. — P. destitution, fr. L. destitatio-

nem, ace. of destitutio, 'a forsaking, deserting',

fr. destitutus, pp. of destituere. See prec. word
and -ion.

destour, destoor, dustoor, n., a Parsee high priest.

— Pers. dastur, 'ruler, rule, custom', fr. Pahlavi

dastobdr, 'ruler, minister, a Parsee high priest'.

destrier, n., a war horse (archaic). — OF., fr. VL.
*dexlrdrius, 'led by the right hand', fr. *dex-
trdre, 'to lead by the right hand, to lead, ^uide',

fr. L. dextra (short for dextra manus, 'right

hand'), fem. oi dexter, 'right, on the right hand'.

See dexter.

destroy, tr. v, ~ ME. destroien, destruien, fr. OF.
destruire (F. detruire), fr. VL. *destrugere

(whence also It. distruggere), refashioned fr. L.

destruxii= destruc-sl) unii destruc-tus, past tense

resp. pp. of L. destruere, 'to pull down, destroy,

ruin', which is formed fr. de- and struere, 'to

pile up, build, construct'. See structure and cp.

destruction, construct.

Derivatives: destroy-able, adj., destroy-er, n.,

destroy-ing-Iy, adv.

destructible, adj. ~ Late L. destructibilis, fr. L.

destruclus, pp. of destruere. See destroy and -ible.

Derivatives: destructibil-ity, n., destructible-

ness, n.

destruction, n. — L. destructio, gen. -onis, 'a pul-

ling down, destruction', fr. destructus, pp. of

destruere. See destroy and -tion and cp. con-

struction.

destructive, adj. — OF. (= P.) destructif {ftm.

destructive), fr. Late L. destructivus, fr. L.

destructus, pp. of destruere. See destroy and -ive.

Derivatives: destructive-Iy, adv., destructive-

ness, n.

destructor, n. — L. destructor, 'a destroyer', fr.

destructus, pp. of destruere. See destroy and
agential suff. -or.

desuetude, n., disuse. — F. desuetude, fr. L. de-
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suetudo, 'disuse, discontinuance of a habit', fr.

desuetus, pp. of desuescere, 'to give up the use

of, to disaccustom', fr. de- and suescere, 'to

become used or accustomed'. See custom and

cp. words there referred to.

desulfurize, tr. v., to remove sulfur from. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and sulfurize.

Derivatives: desulfuriz-ation, n., desulfuriz-er,

n.

desultory, adj., jumping from one thing to an-

other; unmethodical. — L. desultdrius, 'be-

longing to a leaper; superficial, desuhory', fr.

desultor, leaper' (used of a performer in the

Roman circus, who leaped from one horse to

another), which stands for *de-saltor and is rel.

to desilire, 'to leap down', fr. de- and satire, 'to

leap, spring, jump', whence the freq. saltdre,

'to leap, jump, dance'. See salient and adj. suff.

-ory. The change of a (in saltdre) to « (in

de-sHltor) is due to the Latin phonetic law ac-

cording to which in the unaccented and closed

radical syllable of the second element of com-

pounds, a, followed by / and another conso-

nant, becomes «. Cp. exult, insult, result, suh-

sultory, inculcate.

Derivatives: desultori-ly, adv., desultori-ness, n.

desynonymize, tr. v., to deprive of synonymous

character. — Formed fr. de- (in the privative

sense of this prefix) and synonymize.

Derivative: desynonymiz-ation, n.

detacii, tr. v. — P. detacher, 'to detach, untie',

fr. OF. destachier, lit. 'to untack, disjoin', fr.

des- (fr. L. dis-, 'apart, asunder') and lache,

'nail, hook'. See dis- and attach and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also staccato.

Derivatives: detach-ed, adj., delach-ed-ly, adv.,

detach-ed-ness,n., detach-er, n .
, detachment (q.v.).

detachable, adj. — Formed from the verb detach

with suff. -able; first used by Jeremy Bentham

(1748-1832).

Derivatives: detachahil-ity, n,, detachahle-ness,

n., detachabl-y, adv.

detachment, n. — F. detachement, fr. detacher.

See detach and -ment.

detail, tr. v. -- F. detailkr, 'to cut in pieces, divide

up; to relate in detail', fr. de- and tailler, 'to

cut', fr. L. tdlidre, 'to split, cut'. See tailor.

detail, n. — P. detail, lit. 'a cutting in pieces, a

dividing up', fr. detailler. See detail, v.

Derivatives: detail-ed, adj., delail-er, n.

detain, tr. v. — Late ME. deleynen, fr. OF. de-

tenir (F. detenir), fr. L. detinere, 'to hold off,

keep back, retain', fr. de- and tenere, 'to hold,

keep', OF. detenir was influenced in form by

tenir (fr. VL. *tenire). Cp. Proven?., Sp. de-

lener, Catal. detenir and see tenable. Cp. also

detention, detinue. Cp. also abstain and words

there referred to.

detainer, n., one who detains. Formed from

prec. word with agential suff. -er.

detainer, n., a detaining in one's possession (/aiv).

— AF. detener (corresponding to OF. detenir),

'to detain'. For the subst. use of the infinitive

—

esp. in legal terminology—cp. attainder and

words there referred to.

detect, tr. v. — L. delectus, pp. of detegere, 'to

uncover, discover, disclose, reveal, detect', fr.

de- and tegere, 'to cover'. See tegument.

detection, n. — L. detectid, gen. -onis, 'an un-

covering, detecting', fr. detectus, pp. of de-

tegere. See prec. word and -ion.

detective, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

detectus, pp. of detegere. See prec. word.

detective, n. — Shortened fr. detective policeman.

See detective, adj.

detector, n. — L. detector, 'uncoverer, revcaler',

fr. detectus, pp. of detegere. See detect and

agential suff. -or.

detent, n., a catch. — F. detente, lit. 'a loosening,

slackening, relaxation,' and prop, subst. use of

the fem. pp. of detendre, 'to loosen, slacken,

relax', fr. OF. destendre (fr. L. dis-, 'apart,

asunder') and tendre, 'to stretch' (fr. L. tendere).

See dis- and tend, 'to move in a certain direct-

ion', and cp. distend. Cp. also next word.

detente, n., a relaxing in the political situation.

— F. See prec. word.

detention, n. — L. detenlio, gen. -onis, 'a holding

off, keeping back', fr. detentus, pp. of detinere.

Sec detain and -ion.

deter, tr. v., to frighten, discourage. — L. deter-

rere, 'to frighten from, discourage from, pre-

vent', fr. de- and terrere, 'to frighten'. See ter-

rible and cp. deterrent.

Derivative: deter-ment, n.

deterge, tr. v., to cleanse. — F. deterger, fr. L.

delergere, 'to wipe off, wipe away, cleanse', fr.

de- and tergere, 'to rub, wipe off'. Sec terse

and cp. detersion.

detergence, detergency, n. - Formed fr. next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

detergent, adj., cleansing; n., a cleansing agent.

— P. detergent, fr. L. detergentem, ace. of de-

tergens, pres. part, of detergere. See deterge and

-ent.

deteriorate, tr. v., to make worse; intr. v., to be-

come worse. — Late L. deteridrdtus, pp. of de-

teriordre, 'to make worse", fr. L. deterior, lower,

inferior, worse, meaner', fr. *de-ler, "lower',

comparative af de, "down from'. Seede-, -ther

and verbal suff. -ate.

deterioration, n. — P. deterioration, fr. detcriorer,

fr. Late L. deteridrdre. See prec. word and -ion.

deteriorative, adj. ~ Coined by Jeremy Bentham

(1748-1832) fr. deteriorate and suff. -ive.

delerniiiiable, adj. — Late L. ditermindbilis, 'that

which has an end", fr. L. determindre. See de-

termine and -able.

Derivatives: determinable-ness, adj., determin-

abl-y, adv.

determinant, adj. — L. determindns, gen. -ant is.

pres. part, of determindre. See determine and -ant.

Derivative: determinant, n.



determinate

determinate, adj., i) definite; 2) decided; 3) reso-

lute. — L. determinatus, pp. of determinare. See

determine and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: determinate, n., determinate-ly,

adv., determin-ate-ness, n.

determination, n. — L. determindtio, gen. -onis,

'conclusion, boundary', fr. determinatus, pp. of

determinare. See determine and -ation.

determinative, adj. — F. determinatif (fern, deter-

minative), fr. L. determinatus, pp. of determi-

nare. See next word and -ive.

Derivatives: determinative, n., determinative-ly,

adv., determinative-ness, n.

determine, tr. v. — OF. determiner (F. determi-

ner), fr. L. determinare, 'to bound, limit, pre-

scribe, determine', fr. de- and termindre, 'to mark
off by boundaries, mark, limit, define, termin-

ate', fr. terminus, 'boundary, limit'. See term.

Derivatives: determin-ed, adj., determin-ed-ly,

adv., determin-ed-ness, n., determin-er, n.

determinism, n., the doctrine that the action of

a man is determined by motives independent of

his will. — F. determinisme, fr. G. Determinis-

mus, which is prob. a back formation of Prae-

determinismus, 'predeterminism' ; introduced

into English by Sir William Hamilton (1788-

1856), who applied it to the doctrine of Hob-
bes. See prec. word and -ism.

determinist, n., a believer in determinism. — See

prec. word and -ist. Derivative : determinist-ic, adj

.

deterrence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

deterrent, adj. — L. deterrens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of deterrere. See deter and -ent.

Derivative: deterrent, n.

detersion, n., the act of cleansing. — L. detersio,

gen. -onis, 'a wiping off, a cleansing', fr. deter-

sus, pp. of detergere. See deterge and -ion.

detersive, adj., cleansing, detergent. — F. deter-

sif (fern, detersive), fr. L. detersus, pp. of de-

tergere. See deterge and -ive.

Derivatives: detersive, n., a detergent, deter-

sive-ly, adv., detersive-ness, n.

detest, tr. v., to hate. — F. detester, fr. L. de-

testari, 'to curse while calling a deity to wit-

ness; to execrate, abominate; to ward off', fr.

de- and testdri, 'to be a witness, bear witness,

testify', fr. testis, 'witness'. See testament and
cp. attest, contest.

detestable, adj. — F. detestable, fr. L, detesta-

bilis, 'execrable, abominable', fr. detestdri. See

detest and -able.

Derivatives : detestabil-ity, n., detestable-ness, n.,

detestabl-y, adv.

detestation, n. — F. detestation, fr. L. detes-

tdtionem, ace. of detestdtio, 'execration, detest-

ation', fr. detestdtus, pp. of detestdri. See detest

and -ation.

dethrone, tr. v. — Formed fr. pref. de- (in the pri-

vative sense of this prefix) and throne. Cp. F.

detroner, fr. de- (fr. L. de) and trone, 'throne'.

Derivative: dethrone-ment, n.
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detinue, n., wrongful detention of personal pro-

perty {law). — OF. detenue, 'detention', prop,

fern. pp. of detenir, 'to detain', used as a noun.

See detain and cp. continue, retinue.

detonate, intr. and tr. v. — L. detondt-{um), pp.

stem of detondre, 'to thunder down, thunder

forth', fr. de- and tondre, 'to thunder'. See

thunder, n., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: detonat-ing, adj., detonat-ive, adj.,

detonat-or, n.

detour, detour, n., a degression. — F. detour, 'a

turning away, shift, evasion', fr. detourner, 'to

turn away', fr. de- (fr. L. de) and tourner, 'to

turn'. See de- and tour.

Derivative : detour, intr. v,

detract, tr. and intr. v., to take away. — L. de-

tractus, pp. of detrahere, 'to draw off, draw a-

way, pull down', fr. de- and trahere, 'to pull,

draw'. See tract.

detraction, n. — F. detraction, fr. L. detractid-

nem, ace. of detractio, 'a drawing off', fr. de-

tractus, pp. of detrahere. See prec. word and -ion.

detractive, adj. — OF. detractif{fem. detractive),

fr. L. detractus, pp. oi detrahere. See detract and

-ive.

Derivatives: detractive-ly, adv., detractive-ness,

n.

detrain, tr. v., to set down from a railroad train;

intr. v., to alight from a railroad train. —
Formed fr. de- and the noun train.

detriment, n., loss, harm, damage. — F. detri-

ment, fr. L. detrimentum, 'a rubbing off; a loss,

damage, defeat, detriment', fr. detritus, pp. of

deterere, 'to rub down, rub away, wear away',

fr. de- and terere, 'to rub, grind, wear away'.

See throw and -ment and cp. trite, detritus, inter-

trigo.

Derivatives: detriment, tr. v., detriment-al, adj.,

detriment-at-ity, n., detriment-al-ly, adv., de-

triment-al-ness, n.

detrital, adj., composed of detritus. — See de-

tritus and adj. suff. -al.

detrited, adj., worn away. — See detritus and -ed.

detrition, n., wearing down by friction. —Formed
with suff. -ion fr. L. detritus, pp. of deterere. See

detriment.

detritus, n., fragments of rocks, etc., worn away
by friction. — L. detritus, 'a rubbing away', fr.

detritus, pp. of deterere. See detriment.

de trop, too many, too much. — F. See de- and

troppo.

detrude, tr. v., to thrust away. — L. detrHdere, 'to

thrust down, thrust away', fr. de- and trUdere,

'to thrust, push', fr. I.-E. base treud-, 'to press,

push', whence also Goth, us-priulan, 'to vex',

OE. preotan, 'to weary, vex, annoy'. See threat

and cp. intrude and words there referred to.

detruncate, tr. v., to shorten by cutting off a part.

— L. detruncatus, pp. of detruncdre, 'to lop,

cut off', fr. de- and Iruncdre, 'to cut off'. See

tmncate, v.

detruncation, n. — L. detruncdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a
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cutting off', fr. detruncatus, pp. of detruncdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

detrusion, n., the act of thrusting away. — Late

L. detrusio, gen. -dnis, 'a thrusting away', fr.

detrQsus, pp. of detritdere. See detrude and -ion

and cp. intrusion and words there referred to.

deuce, n., a card or die with two spots. — Fr. F.

deux, fr. OF. deus, fr. L. duds, ace. of duo, 'two'

;

see dual. Since two is the lowest, hence the

losing, throw at dice, the word deuce in a figur-

ative sense denotes also 'ill-luck; devil'.

Derivatives: deuc-ed, adj. and adv., deuc-ed-ly,

adv.

deuter-, form of deutero- before a vowel.

deuteragonist, n., an actor taking the second part

in a drama. — Gk. SEUTEpaYMViuTri?, com-

pounded of SEUxepoi;, 'second', and aycoviaT7](;,

'combatant; actor'. For the first element see

deutero-, for the second see agonist and cp. words

there referred to.

deuterium, n., the isotope of hydrogen of atomic

weight or mass 2; heavy hydrogen {chem.) —
ModL., coined fr. deuter- and suff. -ium.

deutero-, before a vowel deuter-, combining form

meaning 'second'. — Gk. SeuTspo-, SeuTep-, fr.

Seuxepo?, 'second', orig. 'that which falls short

of something', formed with the comparative

suff. -Tspoi; from the stem of Sciietv, Seueafyai,

'to be wanting, be deficient', which is rel. to

8eiv, 'to be in need of, to need' ; see deontology.

For the etymology of the Greek comparative

suff. -Tspo<; see -ther and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

deuteron, n., also deuton, the nucleus of an atom

of deuterium. — ModL., coined fr. deuterium,

resp. deuterium,

Deuteronomy, n., name of the 5th book of the

Pentateuch. — Late L. Deuteronomium, fr. Gk.

AeuT£pov6|jtiov, 'second law', a name due to the

erroneous rendering of Heb. mishne'^ hattord''

hazzSth (Deut.i7:i8) by the Septuagint into

8e'jTepov6|j.iov touto, lit. 'this second law'. The

real meaning of the Hebrew words quoted is

'a copy of this law'. AeuTEpovofxtov is com-

pounded of Se'jtepo?, 'second', and vono?, 'law'.

See deutero- and nomo-.

deuto-, before a vowel deut-, shortened form of

deutero- resp. deuter-.

deuton, n. — See deuteron.

deutoplasm, n., yolk (6/0/.) — Coined from deuto-

and piasm, on analogy of protoplasm.

Deutzia, n., a genus of shrubs (bot.) — ModL.,

named after the Dutchman Johann van der

Deutz (1743-84). For the ending see suff. -ia.

deva, n., a deity (Hinduism). — OI. devdh, 'god',

rel. to devt, 'goddess', Avestic daeva-, 'demon',

and cogn. with Gk. Sio?, 'divine', Zeu?, gen.

Aiog, 'Zeus', OL. deivos (whence L. deus), 'god'.

See deity and cp. next word, daiva, Devi and

the second word in Bhumi Devi.

devadasi, n., a dancing girl in a Hindu temple. —
Hind., fr. OL devadasi, 'slave girl of a god', fr.

devdh 'deity', and ddsi, 'slave girl'. See deva and
dasi. For sense development cp. Gk. isp68ou-

Xo;, 'temple slave' (see hierodule).

devaluate, tr. v. — See de- and valuation.

Derivative: devaluat-ion, n.

Devanagari, n., the Old Indian alphabet. — OI.

devandgari, lit. 'the divine city script'. See deva

and Nagari.

devastate, tr. v., to lay waste. — L. devdstdtus,

pp. of devdstdre, 'to lay waste, devastate', fr.

de- and vdstdre, 'to make empty, lay waste', fr.

vastus, 'empty, waste, desert'. See waste, adj.

and v., and verbal suff. -ate. Derivatives: dev-

astat-ing-ly, adv., devastat-ive, adj.

devastation, n. — F. devastation, fr. L. devdstd-

tus, pp. of devdstdre. See prec. word and -ion.

develop, tr. and intr. v. — F. developper, fr. OF.

desveloper, which is prob. formed fr. pref. des-

(fr. L. dis-, 'apart, asunder'), and a blend of

ML. faluppa, 'fiber, straw, ball of corn', and L.

volvere, 'to roll'. See volute and cp. envelop.

Derivatives: develop-able, adj., develop-er, n.,

develop-ment, n., develop-ment-al, adj.

devest, tr. v., to deprive of a right {law). — OF.

devestir (F. devetir), fr. VL. devestire, fr. de- and

L. vestire, 'to clothe', fr. vestis, 'garment'. See

vest and cp. divest.

Devi, n., i) any goddess; 2) the mother goddess,

the goddess par excellence {Hindu mythol.) —
01. devt, 'goddess', rel. to devdh, 'god', Avestic

daeva-, 'demon'. See deva and cp. the second

word in Bhumi Devi.

deviate, intr. and tr. v. — Late L. devidt-{um),

pp. stem of devidre, 'to turn from the straight

road, go aside', fr. de- and L. via, 'way'. See

devious. Derivative: deviat-ion, n.

device, n. — A blend of ME. devis, 'intention, in-

vention', and ME. devise, 'design, plan', which

derive fr. OF. devis, 'division, intention, plan;

coat of arms, emblem; last will, testament'

(whence F. devis, 'estimate'), resp. fr. OF. devise,

of s.m. (whence F. devise, 'device, emblem'),

which both derive fr. OF. deviser, 'to divide,

distri- bute; to put in order'. See devise.

Derivatives: device-ful, adj., device-ful-ly, adv.,

device-ful-ness, n.

devil, n. — ME. devel, fr. OE. deofol, deoful, fr.

Eccles. L. diabolus, fr. Eccles. Gk. SiaPoXo;,

'devil', fr. Gk. Sidt^oXoi;, 'slanderer', fr. Sta-

piXXEiv, 'to throw across; to attack; to calum-

niate, slander', fr. Sia (see dia-) and PocXXelv,

'to throw'. See ballistic and cp. diablerie, dia-

bolic, Eblis. Cp. also It. diavolo. Proven?., F.,

Catal. diable, Sp. diabto. Port, diabo, Goth.

diabaiilus, which all derive fr. Eccles. L. dia-

bolus. OHG. tiufal (whence MHG. tiuvel, G.

Teufel, prob. also MDu. dUvel, Du. duivel, OS.

diuVal, ON. djdfull, Dan. djxvel, Swed. djdvul)

is a Goth, loan word.

Derivatives: devil-dom, n., devil-ish, adj., devil-

ish-ly, adv., devil-ish-ness, devil-ism, n„ devil-

ment, a., devH-ry, n.



devious

devious, adj., roundabout, circuitous. — L. de-

vius, 'off the high road, out of the way, devious',

fr. de- and via, 'way'. See via and cp. deviate.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: devious-ly, adv., devious-ness, n.

devise, tr. v. — OF. deviser, 'to divide, distri-

bute; to put in order; to chat' (F., 'to chat, gos-

sip'), fr. VL. *devisdre, formed with vowel dis-

similation fr. *dmsdre, freq. of L. dlvidere, 'to

divide'. See divide and ep. device.

Derivatives: devise, n. (q.v.), devis-able, adj.,

devis-al, n., devis-ee, n., devis-er, n., devis-or, n.

{law).

devise, n., the act of devising; a will (/aw). — OF.

devise, 'division; will, testament', fr. deviser, 'to

divide, distribute'. See devise, v.

devitalize, tr. v., to deprive of vitality. — Formed

fr. de- (in the privative sense of this prefix) and

vitalize. Derivative: devilaliz-ation, n.

devitaminize, tr. v., to deprive of vitamins. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix), vitamin and suff. -ize.

Derivative: devitaminiz-ation, n.

devitrification, n. — Sec next word and -fication.

devitrify, tr. v., to deprive of glassy character. —
Formed fr. de- (in the privative sense of this

prefix) and vitrify.

devoid, adj., completely void. — ME., short form

of devoided, pp. of devoiden (whence the obsolete

E. verb devoid), fr. OF. desviiidier, desvoidier,

'to empty out' (whence F. devider), fr. des- (fr.

L. dis-, 'apart, asunder") and viiidier, voidier, 'to

empty'. See dis- and void.

devoir, n., task, duty. — F., prop, subst. use of

the infinitive devoir, 'to owe", fr. OF. deveir, 'to

owe", fr. L. dehere. See debt and cp. endeavor.

devolute, tr. v., to devolve. — L. devoliitus, pp.

of devolvere. See devolve.

devolution, n. — Ml,, devoliltio, gen. -onis, fr. L.

devolfilus, pp. ofdevolvere. Sec next word and-ion.

devolve, tr. and intr. v. — L. devolvere, 'to roll

down, tumble down: to have recourse to", fr.

de- and volvere, 'to roll, roll along, turn about".

See volute.

Devon, n., one of a breed of cattle, orig. raised

in Devon, a county in England.

Devonian, i)adj., of Devonshire in England: per-

taining to, or designating, a geological period;

2) n., an inhabitant or native of Devonshire. —
Formed with sufl". -ian fr. Devon, shortened form

of Devonshire.

devote, tr. v. — L. devolus. pp. of devovere, 'to

vow, to devote (to a deity), to sacrifice oneself,

to promise solemnly", fr. de- and vovere, 'to

vow". See vote, vow and cp. devoot.

Derivatives: devol-ed, adj., devoted-ly, adv.,

devoled-ness, n., devot-ee, devote-meni, n.,

devot-er, n., devotion (q.v.)

devotion, n. — OF. (F. devotion), fr. L. devOlio-

nem, ace. of dijvolio, 'a devoting, consecrating;

devotion', fr. devotus, pp. of devovere. See de-

vote and -ion.
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Derivatives: devotion-al, adj., devotion-al-ly,

adv., devotion-al-ity, n., devotion-ate, adj., and

the hybrids devotion-al-ism, n., devotion-al-ist, n.

devour, tr. v. — ME. devouren, fr. OF. devorer (F.

devorer), fr. L. devordre, 'to swallow, gulp down,

devour; to read eagerly', fr. de- and vordre, 'to

swallow greedily, swallow up, devour'. See

voracious and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: devour-er, n., devour-ing, adj., de-

vour-ing-ly, adv.

devout, adj. — ME. devot, devout, fr. OF. devot

(fem. devote), fr. L. devotus, pp. of devovere, 'to

vow, devote'. See devote.

Derivatives: devout-ly, adv., devout-ness, n.

dew, n. — ME. deu, deau, dew, fr. OE. deaw, rel.

to OS. dou, OFris. daw, MDu. dau, OHG.,
MHG. tou, G. Tau, ON. diigg, 'dew', and cogn.

with 01. dhdvate, dhdvati, 'runs, flows', dhdutih,

'a spring, a stream', Gk. dsetv (for *ftefetv),

'to run, flow; to move quickly, whirl', f^ooc, (for

*T>of6;), 'quick, active', S-oal^eiv, 'to move
quickly. Cp. daggle, dhobi.

Derivatives: dew, tr. v., dew-less, adj., dew-y,

adj., dew-i-ly, adv., dew-i-ness, n.

Dewali, n., a Hindu autumnal festival. — Hind.

divdii, fr. 01. dJpdvali, dipdll, lit. 'row of lamps,

illumination", fr. dipah, 'lamp", and dvali, dli,

'row'. The first element derives from a -p-en-

largement of I.-E. base *dei-, *deyd-, *di-, *dyd-,

'to shine", whence Ol. divdm, 'heaven; day'. See

deity.

dewan, n., minister of finance, chief officer in In-

dia. — Arab, and Pers. diwdn; see divan. The

orig. sense of Pers. diwdn was 'register", whence

developed the senses 'register of accounts; de-

partment of accounts: ministry of finance;

minister of finance".

dewanee, dew any, n., the office of a dewan. —
Hind, diwdni, fr. Pers. diwdni, fr. diwdn. See

prec. word.

Dewitt. dewitt, tr. v., to lynch. — After the

brothers Cornells and Jan De Witt, Dutch

statesmen, murdered by a mob in 1672.

dexiocardia, n., an abnormal condition in which

the heart is on the right side (anat.) — Medical

L., compounded of Gk. Seb.oq, 'on the right

hand", and xapSia, 'heart'. See dexter and

cardiac.

dexter, adj., on the right-hand side. — L. dexter,

'on the right hand", whence arose the meanings

'skillful, favorable, propitious, fortunate' ; cogn.

with Gk. ?£v.TEp6;, 'on the right hand', and with

01. ddksinah, daksindh, 'on the right hand,

southern, skillful", Avestic dashina-, 'on the

right hand", Gk. Seiioc, 'on the right hand,

fortunate, clever', OSlav. desnd, Lith. desinas,

"on the right hand", Lith. desine, 'the right

hand", Goth, taihswa, OHG. zeso, 'on the right

hand", Olr. dess, 'on the right hand, southern',

W. deheu, Co. dygliow, 'on the right hand', Gaul.

Dexsiva, 'goddess of fortune'. Alb. dja^-te, 'on

the right hand'. All these words are prob. deriva-
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tives of I.-E. base *dek-, 'to take, receive,

accept; acceptable, becoming, good', whence

also L. decere, 'to be fitting or seemly'. See

decent and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

ambidexter. L. dexter and Gk. Se^'fsp^? were

formed fr. base *dek- with the compar. suff.

-ter, -terus, resp. -TEpo?, and orig. meant 'that

which is in the better or more favorable direct-

ion'. For the compar. suff. see -ther and cp.

words there referred to. For the sense develop-

ment of L. dexter, Gk. SeE,ixep6q, Se^to?, etc.,

cp. Heb. ydmin, 'right hand, south', Arab.

ydman, 'right hand, south', ydmana, 'he was

happy' (see Yemen).

Dexter, masc. FN. — L., 'on the right hand, for-

tunate'. See prec. word. For sense development

cp. Benjamin.

dexterity, n., i) skill; 2) cleverness. — F. dexte-

rile, fr. L. dexteritdtem, ace. of dexteritas,

'readiness, skillfulness, prosperity', fr. dexter.

See dexter and -ity.

dexterous, dextrous, adj., skillful, adroit, quick.

—

Formed with suff. ous- fr. L. dexter. See dexter.

Derivatives: dext{e)rous-ly, adv., dext(e)rous-

ness, n.

dextrad, adv., to the right side. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. dextra, 'right hand', fem. of dexter

(see dexter), and -ad, a suff. of Greek origin.

dextral, adj., pertaining to the right hand. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. dextra (short

for dextra manus), 'right hand', fem. of dexter.

See dexter.

Derivatives: dextral-ity, n., dextral-ly, adv.

dextrin, dextrine, n., a soluble gummy substance

made from starch (chem.)— F. dextrine, coined

by the French physicist Jean Baptiste (1774-

1862) and the French chemist and pharmacist

Jean-Fran?ois Persoz (1805-68) in 1833 (in An-
nales de Chimie et de Physique) fr. L. dexter,

'on the right hand' (see dexter), with chem. suff.

-ine; so called by them because it turns the plane

of polarization of light to the right.

dextro-, combining form meaning 'to the right'.

— Fr. L. dexter, 'to the right hand'. See dexter,

dextrocardia, n., the same as dexiocardia. — A
Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. dexter, 'right',

and Gk. xapSia, 'heart'. The correct form is

dexiocardia (q.v.), in which both elements are of

Greek origin.

dextrorse, adj., twining from left to right (6of.)

— L. dextrorsus, 'toward the right side, to the

right', contraction of dextrovorsus, dextro-

versus, lit. 'turned toward the right', fr. dexter,

right', and versus, versus, pp. of vortere, ver-

tere, 'to turn'. See dexter and version and cp.

sinjstrorse.

dextrose, n., starch sugar {chem.) — See dextrin

and subst. suff. -ose.

dextrous, adj. — See dexterous.

dey, n., the governor ofAlgiers (before the French

conquest in 1830). — Turk, dal, prop, 'mater-

nal uncle'.

dhak, dhawk, n., an East Indian bushy tree

{Butea frondosa). — Hind. dhdk.

dhal, n. — A var. spelling of dal.

dhan, n., property, wealth, treasure, price, gain.

— Hind., fr. OI. dhdnam, 'booty, possession,

property', rel. to dddhdti, 'puts, places'. See do,

v., and cp. the second element in stridhana.

Dhanvantari, n., the physician of the gods in

Hindu mythology. — OL, Dhanvantarifi, lit.

'passing through the bow of dhanvanah, a

circle', compounded of dhdnva{n)-, 'bow', and

tdrati, 'passes through, crosses over'. The first

element is perh. cogn. with OS. danna, OHG.
taitna, MHG., G. tanne, 'fir', OS. dennia, Du.

den, 'pine'. The second element derives fr. I.-E.

base *ter-, 'to pass beyond, cross over', whence

also Gk. T£p|a,a, 'boundary, end limit', L. ter-

minus, 'boundary line, boundary, limit'. See

term and cp. words there referred to.

dharma, n., law, right, justice {Hinduism). — OI.

dharmd, dhdrmafi, rel. to dhdrdyati, 'holds', and
to Avestic ddrayeiti, of s.m., and cogn. with L.

firmus, 'firm, steadfast, stable, strong'. See firm,

adj., and cp. adharma, dhama.

dharmashastra, dharmasastra, n., book of laws

{India). — OI. dhdrmasdstrah, compounded of

dharmd, 'law' (see dharma), and sdstrdfi, 'teach-

ing, precept, instruction, textbook'. See shastra.

dharmsala, dhurmsala, n., a resting place {India).

— Hind, dharmsala, fr. OI dharmasdld, lit. 'a

pious building'. See dharma, and cell.

dhama, dhivna, n., a mode of demanding justice

by fasting while sitting at the debtor's door

{India). — Hind, dharnd, fr. OI. dhdrdyati,

'holds'. See dharma.

dhobi, dhoby, dobyie, n., a washerman {Anglo-

Ind) — Hind, dhobi, fr. OI. dhdvati, 'washes

off, washes', which is prob. orig. identical with

dhdvati, 'runs, flows'. See dew.

dhole, n., the wild dog of India {Cuon javanicus).

— Of uncertain origin.

dhoni, dhony, n., a small fishing vessel {India). —
Hind, doni, fr. OI. droni, 'a trough', which is rel.

to dru, 'wood', drumdh, 'tree'. See dinghy,

dhoti, dhotee, dhoty, n., a loincloth worn by

Hindus. — Hind, dhoti.

dhow, n., an Arabian kind of vessel. — Prob. rel.

to Persian dav, 'running', which is rel. to OI.

dhdvate, dhdvati, 'runs, flows', and cogn. with

Gk. ^ceiv (for *&iFti\t), 'to run', ON. dogg,

OE. deaw, 'dew'. See dew and cp. dhobi. Arab.

daw ('a kind of vessel') is an Indian loan word.

dhurrie, dhurry, n., an Indian cotton fabric. —
Hind. dari.

dhyana, n., meditation {Hinduism). — OL dhyd-

nah, 'thought', rel. to dhydti, dhydyati, 'thinks,

meditates, fancies', Avestic ddy-, 'to see', OI.

dhydman-, 'thought', and cogn. with Gk. o^fia,

'sign'. See semantics,

di", pref. meaning 'apart, asunder'. — L., form

of dis- before b, d, g, I, m, n, r, v.

di-, pref. meaning 'two, double, twice', used esp.
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in chemistry to denote two atoms, molecules,

radicals, equivalents, as the case may be. —
Gk. St-, fr. Si?, 'twice', which stands for *dwis

and is rel. to OL. dvis (whence L. bis\ and cogn.

with OI. dvih, Avestic bish, MHG. zviis, 'twice',

Goth, twis-, 'in two, asunder', ON. ivistra, 'to

divide'. See dis- and cp. two, twi-. Cp. also bi-,

bis, dia-, dicho-, disso-, dvaita, dvandva, dys-

and the second element in sapsago.

di-, form of dia- before a vowel.

dia-, before a vowel di-, pref. meaning 'through;

thoroughly, entirely, utterly'.— Gk. Sia-, fr. Sidt,

'through, throughout', which prob. stands for

*Siaa and was formed (on analogy of (j-e-ra,

'after') fr. Si?, 'twice', hence orig. meant 'divided

in the middle'. See di-, 'two, double, twice'.

diabase, n. ipetrogr.) — F., coined by the French

mineralogist Alexandre Brogniard (1770-1847)

in 1807 to name what is now called diorite. The

name was meant to signify 'a rock with two

bases', and should really have been dibase (fr.

di-, 'two', and base, n.) — In the above sense

the name was given up by Brogniard himself.

It is now applied to an igneous rock consisting

of augite and feldspar, in the sense of Gk. Sidt-

paai;, 'a crossing over, passage through', fr. Side

(see dia-) and paai?, 'base' (see base, n.); so

called in allusion to the line of cleavage.

diabetes, n., a disease characterized by excessive

discharge of urine (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

SiapTj-nr;!;, lit. 'that which causes a going

through', fr. Sti (see dia-) and -pif)Tir]?, 'that

which goes, moves or flows', from the stem of

Paiveiv, 'to go'. See base, n. and cp. adiabatic.

The disease was called 8iapT]-nr)(; by Aretaeus

the Cappadocian, a physician, who lived in

Alexandria in the second century C.E., in al-

lusion to the excessive urination.

diabetic, adj., pertaining to, or having, diabetes.

— See prec. word and -ic.

diablerie, n., devilry. — F., fr. diable, 'devil', fr.

Eccles. L. (//a6o/uj-,fr. Eccles. Gk. SidpoXot;,'devir.

See devil. For the etymology of F. -erie see -ery.

diabol-, form of diabolo- before a vowel.

diabolic, diabolical, adj., pertaining to devils, de-

vilish. — F. diaboliqiie, fr. Eccles. L. diabolicus,

fr. Eccles. Gk. SiapoXixo?, 'devilish', fr. Stdc-

PoXo?, 'devil'. See devil and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: diabolical-ly, adv.

diabolism, n., devil worship; devilishness. —
Formed with suff'. -ism fr. Eccles. Gk. Sti^oXoi;,

'devil'. See devil.

diabolize, tr. v., to render diabolical. — Formed
with sufF. -ize fr. Eccles. Gk. Sii^oXo;, 'devil'.

See devil and cp. prec. word.

diabolo-, before a vowel diabol-, combining form

denoting the devil. — Fr. Eccles. Gk. StipoXoc,

'devil'. See devil.

diacaustic, adj., pertaining to a caustic curve

caused by refraction. — Formed fr. dia- and
caustic.

Derivative: diacaustic, n., a diacaustic curve.

diachylon, n., a plaster made of olive oil and lead

oxide. — ModL., fr. Gk. Sia/uXov, neut. of

SiaxuXoi;, 'juicy', fr. Sii (see dia-) and x'^^^^<

'juice'. See chyle.

diacid, adj., able of combining with two mole-

cules of a monobasic acid {chem.) — A hybrid

coined fr. di-, 'two' (fr. Gk. Si-), and acid (fr.

L. acidus, 'sour').

diaconal, adj., pertaining to a deacon or deacons.

— Late L. didcondlis, fr. didconus. See deacon

and adj. suff. -al.

diaconate, n., the office of a deacon. — Eccles.

L. diaconatus, fr. Late L. didconus. See deacon

and subst. suff. -ate.

diacaustic, adj., pertaining to the refraction of

sounds. — Formed fr. di- (form of dia- before

a vowel) and acoustic.

diacoustics, n., that part of acoustics which deals

with the refraction of sounds. — Formed fr.

di- (form of dia- before vowels) and acoustics.

diacritic, adj., distinguishing; n., a diacritical

mark. — Gk. Sia>cpiTix6?, fr. Siaxpfveiv, 'to

separate one from another', fr. Side (see dia-)

and xpfvEiv, 'to separate, decide, judge'. See

critic.

Derivatives: diacritic-al, adj., diacritical-ly, adv.

diactinic, adj., capable of transmitting the actinic

rays of light. — Formed fr. di- (form of dia-

before vowels) and actinic.

Diadelphia, n., a class of plants in the Linnaean

system (hot) — ModL., prop, 'plants, the

stamens of which are united into two bundles',

lit. 'like two brothers', fr. di-, 'two', and Gk.

dSeXcpoi;, 'brother'. See adelpho- and -ia.

diadelphous, adj., i) having filaments united by

two bundles; 2) pertaining to the class Dia-

delphia. — Formed fr. di-, 'two', Gk. aSeXcpo?,

'brother', and suff. -ous. See prec. word.

diadem, n., crown; fillet. — OF. diademe (F. dia-

d^me), fr. L. diadema, fr. Gk. SidST](xa, 'band,

fillet, royal headband', fr. SiaSeiv, 'to bind

on either side', fr. Sid (see dia-) and SeTv, 'to

bind', fr. I.-E. base *de(i)-, *d'-, 'to bind',

whence also OI. dy-dti, 'binds', dd-man, 'band,

bond'. Alb. del, 'sinew, tendon', duai, 'sheaf.

See desmo- and -ma and cp. anadem. Cp. also

Aditi, Aditya.

Derivatives: diadem, tr. v., diadem-ed, adj.

diadoche, n., succession. — Gk. SiaSoxT), 'succes-

sion', rel. to SidSoxo?, 'succeeding, successor',

in gradational relationship to SiaSexea&ai, 'to

succeed', lit, 'to receive one from another', fr.

Sid (see dia-) and it/sa^oii, 'to take, accept,

receive', fr. I.-E. base *dek-, *dok-, 'to take, re-

ceive, accept; acceptable, becoming, good',

whence also L. decere, 'to be seemly or fitting'.

See decent and cp. words there referred to.

Diadochi, n.pl., the successors of Alexander the

Great; hence also successors (in general). —
ModL. Diadochi, fr. Gk. SiaSoxoi, pi. of Sux-

80x01;, successor'. See prec. word.

diadochokinesia, diadochokinesis, n., the normal

U1 dialogue

power of performing alternating movements

(med.) — Medical L., compounded of Gk.

SidSoxoq, 'succeeding', and Kivrjat?, 'motioii'.

See prec. word and kinesis.

diadochokinetic, adj., pertaining to diadocho-

kinesia. — See prec. word and kinetic.

diaeresis, dieresis, n., i) the division of one syl-

lable into two; 2) a mark (usually two dots)

placed over the second of two consecutive vow-

els to indicate that they are to be pronounced

separately. — Late L. diaeresis, fr. Gk. Si-

aipECTi?, 'division into parts, separation of a

diphthong into two syllables', fr. Siaipsiv, 'to

divide', fr. 81- (see di-, form of dia- before a

vowel) and aipeiv, 'to take'. See heresy and cp.

apbaeresis, synaeresis.

diagnose, tr. v. — Back formation fr. diagnosis.

diagnosis, n., determination of the nature of a

disease. — Medical L., fr. Gk. SidYvwcrii;, 'a

distinguishing, discerning, determining, decis-

ion', lit. 'a knowing thoroughly', from the stem

of SiayiYvcoaxEiv, 'to distinguish, discern, deter-

mine', lit. 'to know thoroughly', fr. Sid (see dia-)

and ^if^oiryx.zi'^, 'to learn, know'. See gnome,

'maxim', and cp. gnosis.

diagnostic, adj., pertaining to diagnosis. — Gk.

Siay^coffTixo?, 'able to distinguish', fr. Siayvtoo-

To?, 'to be distinguished', verbal adj. of Sia-

yiyvtoaxsiv. See diagnosis and -ic.

Derivatives: diagnostic n., diagnosticate (q.v.),

diagnostic-ian, n.

diagnosticate, tr. v., to diagnose. — A hybrid

formed fr. Gk. Siay^owrTixo? (see prec. word)

and -ate, a suff. of Latin origin.

Derivative: diagnosticat-ion, n.

diagonal, adj. — L. diagonaUs, fr. Gk. Siaycovioi;,

'from angle to angle', fr. Std (see dia-) and

ywMid, 'an angle'. See gon- and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: diagonal, n., diagonal-ly, adv.

diagram, n., i) a sketch, plan; 2) a chart. — F.

diagramme, fr. L.diagramma, fr. Gk. Sidypafifxa,

'something marked out by lines, a geometrical

figure', fr. Siaypdtpeiv, 'to mark out by lines,

draw out". See diagraph and -gram.

diagrammatic, adj., pertaining to a diagram. —
Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. Sidypafifj-a, gen.

Siaypdnfiaxo!;. See prec. word.

Derivative: diagrammatic-al-ly, adv.

diagrammatize, tr. v., to make a diagram of, to

diagram. — Formed with suff. -ize fr. Gk. Sid-

ypa(X(jia, gen. Siaypdixpiaxo;. See diagram.

diagrapli, n., an instrument for drawing plans,

maps, etc. — F. diagraphe, fr. Gk. Si(xypd9£iv,

'to mark out by lines, draw out', fr. Sid (see

dia-) and ypd9Eii;, 'to scratch, draw, write'. See

-graph and cp. diagram.

dial, n. — ME., fr. ML. didlis, 'daily', fr. L. dies,

'day'. See dies non and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: dial, tr.v., dial(l)-er, n., dial(l)-ing,

n., dialist (q.v.).

dialect, n. — F. dialecte, fr. L. dialectus, fr. Gk.

SidXsKTo?, 'talk, discourse, conversation, speech,

language; the language of a country, dialect', fr.

SiaXsysCT^ai, 'to converse, talk with, discuss',

middle voice of SiaX£yeiv, 'to pick out, choose',

fr. Sid (see dia-) and X^yeiv, 'to pick out,

reckon, count, tell, say, speak', which stands in

gradational relationship toXoyo:;, 'word, speech,

discourse, account'. See logos and cp. words the-

re referred to.

Derivatives: dialect-al, adj., dialect-al-ly, adv.,

dialectic (q.v.), dialectician (q.v.)

dialectic, adj. — L. dialecticus, fr. Gk. SiaXsxTi-

xoq, 'skilled in discourse', fr. SidXcxTo?. See

dialect and -ic.

dialectic, n., the art of discussion. — OF. (= F.)

dialectique, fr. L. dialectica (scil. ars), fr. Gk.
SiaXsKTiKT] (scil. Texvr)), 'the art of discussion

by question and answer', fem. of SiaXexrixA?,

'skilled in discourse'. See dialectic, adj.

Derivatives: dialectic-al, adj., dialectic-al-ly, n.

dialectician, n. — F. dialecticien, fr. dialecte. See

dialect and -ician.

dialectology, n., the study of dialects. — See dia-

lect and -logy.

Derivatives: dialectolog-ical, adj., dialectolog-

ist, n.

dialist, n., a maker of dials. — A hybrid coined

fr. dial, a word of Latin origin, and suff. -ist (fr.

Gk. -iCTTr)?).

Dialister, n., a genus of parasitic bacteria (bac-

terial.) — ModL., formed fr. dia- and Gk. 6Xict-

T7]p, 'filter', which is rel. to uXr), 'slime, mud',

and cogn. with OI. sUrah, 'intoxicating drink',

siird, 'brandy', Lith. suld, Lett, sula, 'sap',

OPruss. sulo, 'curdled milk', OHG. sullen,

MHG. siiln, G. suhlen, OE. syljan, sylian, 'to

make muddy or dirty'. All these words derive

fr. I.-E. base *sii-l-, enlargement of base *seu-,

'to rain; sap', whence Gk. uetv, 'to rain', tie-viQ,

'rain'. See hyeto-.

diallage, n., a dark green laminated variety of

pyroxene (mineral.) — F., fr. Gk. SiaXXayr),

'change', from the stem of SiaXXdaaeiv, 'to

change', which is formed fr. Sid (see dia-) and

dXXd(T(Tciv, 'to change', fr. &XX01;, 'another'.

See else, and cp. alio-, alias. Cp. also hypallage,

allagite. The mineral was so called in allusion

to the irregular planes of fracture.

diallelon, n., definition in a circle (logic). — Gk.

Si' dXXrjXojv, 'through one another'. See dia- and

allelo-.

dialogic, adj., pertaining to, or of the nature of,

a dialogue. — ML. dialogicus, 'pertaining to a

dialogue', fr. Gk. SidXoyo?. See dialogue and -ic.

Derivative: dialogic-al-ly, adv.

dialogist, n., 1) speaker in a dialogue; 2) a writer

of a dialogue. — Formed with suff. -ist fr. Gk.

SidXoyoi;. See next word.

dialogue, also dialog, n., — F., fr. L. dialogus, fr.

Gk. SidXoyo?, 'conversation, dialogue', fr. Sia-

X^yeaS-ai, 'to converse'. See dialect and cp. the

second element in monologue.
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Derivatives: dialogue, dialog, intr. and tr. v.,

dialogu-er, n.

dialyse, v. — See dialyze.

dialysis, n., separation of crystalloids from col-

loids {chem.) — L., 'separation', fr. Gk. Sia-

Xuctk;, 'separation, dissolution', fr. SiaXiieiv, 'to

part asunder, break off, dissolve', fr. 8ia (see

dia-) and Xiieiv, 'to loose, loosen'; see -lysis.

The word dialysis was introduced into chemistry

by the Scottish chemist Thomas Graham (1805-

69), the discoverer of this process, in 1861.

dialytic, adj., pertaining to dialysis. — Gk. Sia-

XuTix6i;, 'able to dissolve', fr. SiiXuTog, 'dis-

solved', verbal adj. of SiaXiieiv, 'to dissolve'.

See prec. word and -ic.

dialyze, also dialyse, tr. v. (chem.) — Back for-

mation fr. dialysis.

Derivative: dialyz-er, dialys-er, n.

diamagnetic, adj., tending to take a position at

right angles to the direction of the magnetic

current. — Formed fr. dia- and magnetic.

Derivative: diamagnetic-al-ly, adv.

diamagnetism, n. — Formed fr. dia- and mag-

netism. See prec. word.

diamantiferous, adj., yielding diamonds. — F.

diamantifire. See diamond and -ferous and cp.

diamondiferous.

diameter, n. — OF. diametre (F. diametre), fr.

L. diametros, fr. Gk. SidtfiSTpoi; (scil. ypafifiT]),

lit. 'a diametral line'. See dia- and meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm'.

Derivatives: diametr-al, adj., diametrical (q.v.)

diametric, diametrical, adj. — Gk. 8ta(j.£Tptx6i;,

'diametrical', fr. SiajieTpo?. See diameter and
-ic.

Derivative : diametrical-ly, adv.

diamine, also diamin, n., a double amine (chem.)

— Formed fr. di-, 'double', and amine,

diamond, n. — ME. diamant, diamaunt, fr. OF.
diamant, fr. Late L. diamantem, ace. of diamds,

which is a blend of Gk. aSdcjia;;, 'adamant, dia-

mond', lit. 'unconquerable' and Sia<pavr](;, 'trans-

parent'. See adament and diaphanous.

Derivatives: diamond, adj. and tr. v., diamond-

ed, adj., diamondize (q.v.)

diamondiferous, adj., yielding diamonds. — A
hybrid coined fr. diamond and L. ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See diamond and -ferous and cp. dia-

mantiferous.

diamondize, tr. v., to ornament with diamonds.
— A hybrid coined fr. diamond and -ize, a suff.

of Greek origin.

Diana, n., the goddess of the moon and of hunt-

ing in Roman mythology; identified with the

Greek Artemis. — L., earlier Dividna. Accord-

ing to Kretschmer the name means 'belonging

to "Divid, the goddess of the moon' (lit. 'she

who illuminates'), fr. dius, 'divine', which stands

for *diwios and is rel. to dlvus, 'god, divine',

deus, 'god'. See deity.

Dianlhera, n., a genus of plants, the water willow

{bo(.) — ModL., lit. 'having two anthers', fr.

di-, 'two', and Gk. av8-r)p6(;, 'flowery', fr. fiv&o;,

'flower'. See anther.

Dianthus, n., a large genus of herbs, the pink and
the carnation (hot) — ModL., coined by Lin-

naeus fr. Gk. Aio?, gen. of Zeuq, 'Zeus', and
av^^o?, 'flower'. Accordingly the word lit. means
'flower of Zeus'. See Zeus and anther.

diapason, n., the total range of a voice or instru-

ment (music). — L. diapason, 'the whole oc-

tave', fr. Gk. SiaTrStjoiv, for Stot Tratjcov (short for

Siii TuaCTfov xopScov <Tu|jt.9(ovia), 'concord through

all of the notes, the octave', fr. Sidt, 'through',

and fem. pi. gen. of irai;, 'all'. See dia- and pan-.

diapedesis, n., the oozing of blood from the un-

ruptured vessel walls into the tissues (med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. StaTrfjSrjai.;, 'a leaping

through', fr. SiaTryjSav, 'to leap through', fr. 8ia

(see dia-) and tctjSSv, 'to leap'. See pedesis.

diaper, n. — ME. diaper, diapery, fr. OF. diapre,

fr. earlier diaspre (whence F. diapre, 'diapered,

variegated'), fr. ML. diasprum (whence also It.

diaspro, OProveng. diaspre, Sp. diaspero. Port.

diaspero, diaspro), 'jasper', fr. L. iaspis, fr. Gk.
taCTTTt?, 'jasper', ult. fr. Heb. ydsh'phi'' (see

jasper). ML. and Romance di- (in diasprum etc.)

is merely an inexact transliteration of 7 in L.

jaspis (for L. iaspis). Cp. obsolete E. diasper =
E. jasper.

diaper, tr. v. — Partly fr. OF. diasprer (F. dia-

prer), fr. diaspre, 'diaper', partly fr. diaper, n.

(q.v.)

Derivative: diaper-ing, n.

diaphanous, adj., transparent. — ML. diaphanus,

fr. Gk. 8ia9avif)(;, 'transparent', fr. Statpatvetv, 'to

show through', fr. Sta (see dia-) and 9aivEiv, 'to

show'. See phantasm and suff. -ous.

Derivatives: diaphanous-ly, adv., diaphanous-

ness, n.

diaphoresis, n., perspiration (med.)— Late L., fr.

Gk. 8ia!p6p7)cri(;, 'evaporation, perspiration', fr.

8tacpopsiv, 'to spread abroad, disperse, to dissi-

pate by evaporation or perspiration', prop, 'to

carry through', fr. Sta (see dia-) and 9opciv, freq.

of 9^peiv, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to carry',

and cp. -phore. Cp. also adiaphorous.

diaphoretic, adj., promoting perspiration. — Late

L. diaphoreticus, fr. Gk. 8ia9op7]Tix6?, fr. 8ia-

9operv. See prec. word and -ic.

diaphragm, n., i) muscular partition between the

thorax and abdomen ; 2) a vibrating membrane.
— Late L. diaphragma, fr. Gk. 8ta9pa-f(i.ae, 'par-

tition, barrier; muscle which divides the thorax

from the abdomen', fr. 8ia9paYvuvai, Siot-

9paaCTEtv, 'to divide off", barricade', fr. Sia (see

dia-) and 9paYvuvat, ffpaaistv/, 'to enclose,

fence round', which is cogn. with L. farcire, 'to

stuff', frequens, gen. -entis, 'thronged, pressed

together'. See force, 'to stuff, cram', and cp.

frequent.

Derivatives: diaphragm, tr. v., diaphragm-al,

adj.

diaphragmatic, adj., pertaining to the diaphragm.

443 diatom

— Formed with suff. -ic fr. Sia9paYtJta, gen.

8ta9pAY(j.aTO(;. See prec. word.

Derivative : diaphragmatic-al-ly, adv.

diaphysis, n., i) the shaft of a long bone(6of.);

2) an abnormal prolongation of the axis of

inflorescence (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Sidt9uai<;,

'germination; division; point of separation;

spinous process of the shinbone', lit. 'a growing

between', fr. Sta9us(j&ai, 'to grow between', fr.

8ia (see dia-) and 96EIV, 'to bring forth, pro-

duce, make to grow'. See physio- and words there

referred to and cp. esp. apophysis, epiphysis.

Derivative: diaphysi-al, adj.

Diaporthe, n., a genus of sac fungi (hot) —
ModL., fr. Gk. 8i.a7rop^etv, freq. of 8ia7ripS^£tv,

'to destroy utterly', fr. Sta (see dia-) and Ttipi^eiv,

'to destroy', which is of uncertain origin.

diarchy, n., government by two rulers.— Formed
fr. di-, 'two', and -archy. Cp. triarchy, tetrarchy,

heptarchy.

diarial, adj., pertaining to a diary. — Formed fr.

diary with adj. suff. -al.

diarist, n., one who keeps a diary. — A hybrid

coined fr. diary, a word of Latin origin, and

suff. -ist (fr. Gk. -kjtt)?).

Derivative: diarist-ic, adj.

diarrhea, diarrhoea, n., excessive evacuation of

the bowels. — Late L. diarrhoea, fr. Gk. Siap-

poia, fr. 8t.app£Tv, 'to flow through', fr. Side (see

dia-) and psiv, 'to flow'. See rheo- and cp.

-rrhea.

Derivatives: diarrhe-at, diarrhoe-al, diarrhe-ic,

diarrhoe-ic, adjs.

diarthrosis, n., articulation (anat.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. Siap{>pcoai.(;, 'articulation', fr. Siapftpoviv,

'to divide by joints, articulate', fr. Sia (see dia-)

and api>pouv, 'to connect by a joint', fr. ap!>pov,

'joint'. See arthro- and -osis.

diary, n., a daily record. — L. diarium, 'a daily

allowance', later used also in the sense 'diary',

fr. dies, 'day'. See dial and subst. suff. -ary.

Diasia, n., an annual festival in honor of Zeus

Meilichios at Athens (Greek religion). — Gk.

Aiiaia (pi.), lit. 'festival of Zeus', fr. Aio?, gen.

of Ze'j?. See Zeus.

diaskeuasis, n,, revision, recension. — ModL., fr.

Gk. StxCTXE'jiJ^eiv, 'to prepare for oneself, re-

vise, edit', fr. Side (see dia-) and axeudtl^Eiv, 'to

prepare, make ready, to furnish with something',

fr. CTxeuo?, 'a' vessel, an implement', which is of

uncertain etymology. Cp. parasceve. For the

ending see suff. -asis.

diaskeuast, n., a reviser. — Gk. SiaoxEuaa-rT;?,

'a reviser, editor', fr. SiaoxE-jit^Eiv. See prec.

word and -ast.

Diaspora, n., the Dispersion, the Jews scattered

among the Gentiles after the Babylonian captiv-

ity. — Gk. StaCTTTops, 'a scattering about, dis-

persion', fr. StaaTTEipEiv, 'to scatter about,

distribute', fr. Side (see dia-) and oTteipeiv, 'to

scatter'. See spore and cp. next word.

diaspore, n., native aluminum hydroxide (HAIO2)

(chem) — Gk. Siaarcopa, 'a scattering about'

(see prec. word); so called in allusion to its

strong decrepitation before the blowpipe.

diastaltic, adj., extended (said of intervals) (Greek

music). — Gk. Siaa-raXTixoi;, 'serving to dis-

tinguish', fr. SiaCTxeXXeiv, 'to put asunder,

separate, divide, expand, dilate; to distinguish,

define', fr. Sia (see dia-) and ctteXXeiv, 'to make
ready, set in order, arrange, equip, dispatch,

send', which stands in gradational relationship

to cttoXt), 'equipment, garment'. See stole, 'a long

garment', and cp. diastole.

diastase, n., i) an amylase; 2) an enzyme (bio-

chemistry). — F., fr. Gk. SideejTaCTte;, 'separat-

ion', fr. Suaxdevai, 'to separate", lit. 'to stand

apart', fr. Side (see dia-) and oravai, 'to stand';

see state. Diastase lit. means 'a separating sub-

stance'. It was introduced into French in this

sense by Payen and Persoz in 1833.

diastatic, adj., having the properties of diastase.

— Gk. SiaCTTaTi)t6?, 'separating, disintegrat-

ing', fr. SideuTaTo?, 'divisible', verbal adj. of

81'iCT-rdevai, 'to separate'. See prec. word and -ic.

diastole, n., dilatation of the heart (med) — Gk.

SiaaxoXr), 'drawing asunder, dilatation; dis-

tinction, difference', fr. SioeaxEXXsiv. See dia-

staltic and cp. systole.

diastyle, n., a colonnade in which the interval

between each pair of columns equals three times

the diameter of one column (archit.) — L. dia-

stylos, fr. Gk. SidtoxuXo;, 'having the space of

three diameters between the columns', fr. Sia

(see dia-) and axuXoc;, 'a pillar'. See style,

'gnomon', and cp. words there referred to.

diatessaron, n., a harmony of the four gospels.

— Gk. Sia xeaodepcov, 'by four', fr. Side, 'through,

by means of, by', and gen. of xeaaapE?, 'four'.

See dia- and tessera.

diathermancy, n., the property of transmitting

radiant heat. — F. diathermansie, formed with

suff. -cy from the stem of Gk. 8ia9^Ep[j.aiv£iv, 'to

warm through', fr. Sia (see dia-) and ftEp^aiveiv,

'to warm, heat'. See therm and cp. athermancy.

diathermanous, adj., transmitting radiant heat. —
Formed fr. dia- the stem of Gk. dEpixaivEiv, 'to

warm, heat' (fr. ftspu-vj, 'heat', see therm) and

-ous.

diathermic, adj., diathermanous. — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. Gk. Sidt»£p[xo(;, 'thoroughly warm',

fr. dia- and 9Ep(i.r,, 'heat'. Sec therm.

diathermy, n., application of heat in the tissues

of the body by means of high-frequency electric

currents. — Medical L. diathermia, coined by

Nagelschmidt in 1908 fr. dia- and -thermy.

diathesis, n., bodily constitution which makes sus-

ceptible to disease (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

Side^^Ecrii;, 'a placing in order, arrangement, dis-

position, physical condition', fr. Siaxi&Evai, 'to

place separately, arrange, manage', fr. Side (see

dia-) and xi&evai, 'to put, place'. See theme and

cp. thesis and words there referred to.

diatom, n., any of microscopic unicellular algae



diatomaceous IM

(bot.) — Gk. Si(iTO[i.0(;, 'cut through', verbal

adj. of SiaTl|jivei.v, 'to cut through', fr. Sia (see

dia-) and cs(j,veiv, 'to cut'. See tome and cp.

words there referred to.

diatomaceous, adj., pertaining to, or containing,

diatoms. — Formed fr. Gk. Staxofxoi;, 'cut

through' (see prec. word), and suff. -aceous.

diatomic, adj., consisting of two atoms (chem.)

— Compounded of di-, 'two', atom, and -ic.

diatoaic, adj., pertaining to, or consisting of, the

standard major or minor scale, without chrom-
atic variations (music). — F. diatonique, fr. L.

diatonicus, fr. Gk. Siaxovixo?, fr. SiaTovo?, 'ex-

tending; pertaining to the diatonic scale', fr.

StaTEivEtv, 'to stretch out', which is formed
fr. Slot (see dia-) and teivsiv, 'to stretch'. See

tonic.

diatribe, n., a bitter criticism. — F. diatribe, fr.

L. diatriba, 'a learned disputation', fr. Gk. Sia-

Tpi^:^, 'a wearing away', esp. 'a wearing away
of time, amusement, pastime, occupation, la-

bor', fr. Starptpeiv, 'to rub or wear away, to

wear away time, to spend time', fr. Sia (see

dia-) and -rpfpeiv, 'to rub'. See tribulation.

Derivative: diatribe, intr. v.

diazo-, before a vowel diaz-, combining form de-

noting compounds in which two nitrogen atoms
are united with one hydrocarbon radical (chem.)

— Coined fr. di-, 'two', and azo-.

dib, n., knucklebone; a game with knucklebones.

— Prob. fr. obsol. dib, a weakened form of dab,

'to strike lightly'.

dibasic, adj., having two atoms of hydrogen re-

placeable by bases (chem.) — Formed fr. di-,

'two', and basic.

dibber, n. — See next word.

dibble, also dibber, n., a pointed implement for

making holes. — Formed with instrumental

suff. -le fr. obsolete dib, 'to strike lightly'. See
dib, 'knucklebone'.

Derivative: dibble, tr. v.

dibbuk, n., the soul of a dead sinner that attaches

itself to the body of a living man (Jewish folk-

lore). — Mishnaic Heb. dibbUq, 'a joining, at-

tachment', fr. dibbSq, 'he joined together', fr.

Heb. dabhdq, 'he clung, cleaved, kept close to,

attached himself, which is rel. to Aram.-Syriac
dabhdq, d^bhiq, Arab, ddbiqa, of s.m.

dicast, n., a judge (Greek antiq.)— Gk. SixaCTTTj;,

'a judge', fr. Stxa^siv, 'to judge', fr. Sixr;,

custom, usage, order right", which is rel. to Ssix-

vjvxi, 'to show', fr. l.-E. base *deik-, 'to show,
point out', whence also L. dicere, 'to say, tell'.

See diction and cp. the second element in

Eurydice.

dicastery, n., the body of dicasts (Greek antiq.)—
Gk. StxacjTTjpiov, 'a court of justice, the court',

fr. SixaaTT)?. See prec. word.

dice, n. - PI. of die.

Derivatives : dice, tr. v., dic-er, n., dic-ing, n.

Dicentra, n., a genus of plants of the family Fu-
mariaceae (60/.) — ModL., lit. 'having two

spurs', fr. di-, 'two', and Gk. xivxpov, 'spur'.

See center.

dicli-, form dicho- befoie a vowel.

dichlamydeous, adj., having calyx and corolla

(bot.) — Formed with suff. -ous fr. Gk. x>>a!J-"?.

gen. yXa.\LxiBoc„ 'mantle, cloak'. See chlamys.

dicho-, before a vowel dich-, combining form
meaning 'in two, asunder'. — Gk. Sixo-, Si^-.

fr. Sixa> 'in two, asunder, apart from, separate-

ly', which is rel. to Si;, 'twice'. See di-, 'two',

and cp . disso- and the first element in dittography

.

dicbogamous, adj., characterized by dichogamy
(bot.) — See next word and -ous.

dichogamy, n., maturation of the stamens and
pistils at different times (6of.) — Compounded
of Gk. Stxa, 'in two, apart', and yi.\J.ac„ 'mar-

riage'. See dicho- and -gamy.

dichotomous, adj., branching in pairs (bot.) —
See next word and -ous.

Derivative: dichotomous-ly, adv.

dichotomy, n., division into two parts; branching

in pairs (bot) — Compounded of dicho- and
Gk. --ro[xta, 'a cutting of. See -tomy.

Derivative: dichotom-ic, adj.

dichroic, adj. characterized by dichroism. — See

next word and -ic.

dichroism, n., the property of certain crystals to

exhibit different colors when viewed from differ-

ent angles (crystallogr.) — Formed with suff.

-ism fr. Gk. Sixpoo?, 'two-colored', fr. St- (see

di-, 'two') and /?'»>?. gen. xp^'^o? (Ion. xpoo?).

'skin; color of the skin, color'. See chrome.

dichromatic, adj., having two colors. — Formed
fr. di-, 'two', and chromatic.

dichromic, adj., able to distinguish only two of

the three primary colors. — Formed with suff.

-ic fr. Gk. Sixpo>|ioi;, 'two-colored', fr. Si- (see

di-, 'two') and xP^l^a, 'color'. See chrome.

dick, n., fellow. — Fr. Dick, short for Dickon,

Dickens, popular forms of Richard. Cp.

dickens.

dick, n. (in the phrase to take one's dick) (slang).

— Short for declaration.

dickens, n., the devil. — From the name Dickens,

alteration of Dickon, a popular form ofRichard.

Cp. dick, 'fellow'.

dicker, n., the number ten; esp. ten hides; a set

of ten things. — Rel. to MLG. deker, MHG.
techer, decker, G. Decker, 'set often things'; fr.

L. decuria, 'a company of ten', which was fr.

decern, 'ten', on the analogy of centuria, 'a

division of a hundred things of one kind' (from

centum, 'a hundred'). See decern-, deca- and

cp. decury.

dicker, intr. and tr. v., to haggle, — Fr. prec.

word. The original meaning of the verb was 'to

haggle about the price of ten hides'.

Dicksonia, n., name of a genus of ferns of the

polypody family (bot.) — ModL., named after

the English botanist James Dickson (1738-

1822). For the ending see suff. -ia.

dicky, dickey, n., i) a donkey; 2) a small bird;
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3) a false shirt front. — Fr. the PN. Dick. See

dick, 'fellow'.

dicky, adj., shaky (slang). — Prob. of the same
origin as prec. word.

diclinous, adj., having the androecium and the

gynoecium in separate flowers (bot.) — Lit.

'having two beds', fr. Gk. Si-, 'two', and xXtvi],

'bed'. See di- 'two', clinic and -ous.

dicotyledon, n., a plant with two cotyledons (bot.)

— Formed fr. di-, 'two', and cotyledon.

Dicotyledones, n. pL, one of the two subclasses of

angiospermous plants (bot.)— ModL. See prec.

word.

dicotyledonous, adj., i) having two cotyledons;

2) pertaining to the Dicotyledones (bot.) — See

di-, 'two', cotyledon and -ous.

dicoumarin, also dicoumarol, n., a white crystal-

line compound used as an anticoagulant (ttied.)

— Formed fr. di-, 'two, double', and coumarin.

For the ending of dicoumarol see suff. -ol.

dicrotic, adj., doubly pulsating (so that two beats

of the artery correspond to one of the pulse

(med.) — Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. Sixpoxoi;,

'double beating', fr. 81- (see di-, 'two, double'),

and the stem of xpoxstv, 'to beat, strike'. See

Crotalus.

dicrotism, n., dicrotic condition.— See dicrotic

and -ism.

Dicruridae, n. pi., a family of birds, the drongo
(ornitkol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

Gk. Sixpooq, Sixpoui;, 'forked', and oup4, 'tail'.

The first element prob. meant orig. 'two-horn-

ed', and stands for 'SL-xpof-oc;, a compound
formed fr. 81- (see di-, 'two') and a word rel.

to xepa;, 'horn' (see cerato-). For the seond

element see uro-, 'tail'.

Dictamnus, n., a genus of plants of the rue family

(bot.) — L. dictamnus. See dittany.

dictaphone, n., a phonographic instrument for

recording and reproducing. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. dictdre, 'to dictate', and Gk. cptovV), 'sound,

voice'. See dictate and phone, 'speech, sound'.

dictate, tr. and intr. v. — L. dictdtus, pp. of dic-

tdre, 'to say often, pronounce rejjeatedly, dic-

tate (for writing)', freq. of dicere (pp. dictus),

'to say'. See diction and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

dictum, dight, ditty, indict.

dictate, n. — L. dictdtum, 'something dictated',

neut. pp. oi dictdre. See dictate, v.

dictation, n. — ML. dictdtio, gen. -onis, fr. L.

dictdtus, pp. of dictdre. See dictate, v., and -ion.

Derivative: dictation-al, adj.

dictator, n. — L. dictator, fr. dictdtus, pp. oi dic-

tdre. See dictate and agential suff. -or.

dictatorial, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. dictdtorius, fr. dictdlor. See prec. word.
Derivatives: dictatorial-ly, adv., dictatorial-

ness, n.

diction, n. — L. dictio, gen. -dnis, 'a saying,

speaking, speech, diction', fr. dictus, pp. of di-

cere, 'to say, tell, mention, relate, affirm', orig.

'to show', rel. to dicdre, 'to proclaim, dedicate.

consecrate, devote', and to Oscan deikum,

deicum, 'to speak', fr. L-E. base *deik-, *dik-,

'to show, point out', whence also L. digitus,

'finger' (lit. 'pointer'), the second element in L.

jd-dex, 'judge' (lit. 'he who shows or teaches

justice'), in-dex, forefinger, index' (lit. 'pointer'),

and OL disdti, 'shows', disd, 'direction', desdh,

'region', Hitt. tekkushami, 'I show', Gk.
Seixvuvai, 'to show', Sixtj, 'custom, usage, or-

der, right', Goth, ga-teikan, 'to announce', OE.
teon (for *tih-an), 'to accuse', tdcen, tdcn, 'sign,

token', txcan, 'to show, teach'. Cp. teach and

words there referred to. Cp. also abdicate, addict,

apodictic, benediction, benison, condition, con-

tradict, dedicate, deictic, dicast, dictate, diction-

ary, dictum, dight, digit, ditto, edict, endeictic,

epidictic, fatidic, index, indicate, indicia, indict,

indite, interdict, judge, judicial, juridical. Juris-

diction, malediction, malison, paradigm, policy,

'document', preach, preconize, predicate, predict,

soi-disant, swadeshi, syndic, valediction, verdict,

veridical, vindicate.

dictionary, n. — ML. dictiondhum (whence also

F. dictionnaire), prop, 'a book of sayings', fr. L.

dictio, gen. -dnis, 'a saying'. See prec. word and

subst. suff. -ary.

dictograph, n., a telephonic instrument, used for

transmitting conversations, etc. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. dictum, 'a saying, word', and Gk.

-YpoKpoq, fr. ypacpeiv, 'to write'. See next word
and -graph.

dictum, n., a saying, maxim, proverb. — L., lit.

'something said', neut. pp. of dicere, 'to say'.

See diction.

dicty-, form of dictyo- before a vowel.

Dictynidae, n. pi., a family of spiders (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk. Sixxuov,

'net', lit. 'that which is thrown or cast', fr.

Sixeiv, 'to throw, cast', whence also Sioxoi; (dis-

similated fr. *Six-oxoc), 'quoit, dish'. See dish

and cp. next word. Cp. also the second element

in Eriodicytion.

Dictynna, n., a Cretan goddess (Greek mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. AixTuvva, lit. 'she who is associat-

ed with a net', fr. Sixtuov (see prec. word); so

called because when, being pursued by Minos,

she had thrown herself into the sea, fishermen

rescued her in a net.

dictyo-, before a vowel dicty-, combining form

meaning 'net'. — Gk. Sixtijo-, Sixtu-, fr.

SixTjov, 'net'. See Dictynidae.

did, past tense of do. — ME. dude, dide, fr. OE.

dyde, fr. don. See do.

Didache, n., a Christian treatise of the second

century (eccles.)— Gk. SiSaxiQ, 'teaching', from

the stem of SiSitjxeiv, 'to learn'. See didactic.

didactic, adj., used for teaching; instructive. —
Gk. SiSax-rixoi;, 'skilled in teaching', fr. SiSax-

t6<;, 'taught', pp. of SiSacxeiv, 'to teach', prob.

dissimilated fr. *8i-Sax-CTX£ii/ and cogn. with L.

discere (for *didk-skere), 'to learn', fr. I.-E. base

*dek-, 'to take, receive, accept; acceptable, be-
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coming good', whence also L. decere, 'to be

fitting or seemly'. See decent and cp. docile. Cp.

also autodidact.

didapper, n., the small grebe or dabchick. — Late

ME. dydoppar, for dive dapper (which occurs in

Shakespeare). Cp. OE. dufedoppa, 'pelican', and

see dive and dip. Cp. also dap, dabchick.

diddle, tr. v., to swindle. — Back formation from

Jeremy Diddler, name of a swindling character

in James Kenney's farce Raising the Wind ( 1 803).

Etymologically, the name Diddler is prob. con-

nected with OE. dydrian, 'to deceive'.

diddle, intr. v., to move up and down, or to and

fro. — Prob. of imitative origin. Cp. dial. E.

didder, 'to tremble'.

Didelphia, n., the group of marsupials (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'having a double uterus', fr. di- 'two,

double', and Gk. SsXtpui;, 'womb, uterus', which

is rel. to aSsXcpoi;, 'brother', lit. 'from the same

womb'. See adelpho- and -ia.

Dido, n., foundress and queen of Carthage. —
L. Dido, fr. Gk. AiSw, of Phoen.-Heb. origin.

The name prob. means 'beloved'. Cp. Heb. dodh,

'beloved, father's brother', dodhfm, 'love'. Cp.

also David.

dido, n., a trick; a caper (U.S., colloq.) — Of un-

certain origin.

didrachma, didrachm, n., an ancient Greek silver

coin, a two-drachma piece'. — Late L. didrach-

ma, fr. Gk. 8i8po!7[j.ov, 'a two-drachma piece',

fr. St.- (see di-, 'two') and Spa/pLV), 'drachm'. See

drachma.

didymium, n., name of a rare metal (chem.) —
ModL., coined by its discoverer, the Swedish

chemist Carl Gustav Mosander (1797-1858), fr.

Gk. StS'jjioi;, 'twin', which is formed fr. Si-,

(rel. to Stq, 'twice'), and -Sujio;; (rel. to Suo,

'two'); see di- and dual. Mosander thought that

this metal consisted of one single clement and

called this alleged element didymium, 'the twin

element', because it is always found associated

with another element, the lanthanum. Cp. neo-

dymium, praseodymium, tetradymite, tridymite,

Cp. also epididymis.

die, n, cube. — ME. dee, fr. OF. de (F. de), fr. L.

dalus, pp. of dare, 'to give', used as a noun. Cp.

It., Sp., Port, dado, OProven?. dat, 'die', and see

date, 'point of time'. Cp. also dado.

die, intr. v. — ME. dien, deyen, fr. ON. deyja,

rel. to Dan. de, Swed. do, 'to die', OFris. deja,

'to kill', OS. doian, OHG. rouwen, Goth, diveans,

'mortal', fr. Teut. base *dau-, 'to die'. See dead

and cp. words there referred to.

dielectric adj., nonconducting (elecrr.) — Form-

ed fr. di- (form of dia- before a vowel) and

electric.

Derivative: dielectric, n.

Diervilla, n., a genus of plants, the bush honey-

suckles (hot.) — ModL., named by the botanist

Tourneville in honor of N. Diireville, a sur-

geon, who brought this plant from Canada to

Tourneville in 1699.

Diesel engine, also diesel, n. — Named after its

inventor Rudolf Diesel (1858-1913).

Derivatives: dieselize, tr. v., diesel-iz-ation, n.

Dies irae, name ofa Medieval Latin hymn, ascrib-

ed to Thomas of Celano, who lived in the first

half of the thirteenth cent. — Lit. 'the day of

wrath'; so called from the first two words of the

hymn. See dies non and ire.

diesis, n., i) the Pythagorean semitone in ancient

Greek music; 2) the diiference between a major

and a minor semitone (ratio 125:128); 3) the

sign sharp (#) {music). — L., fr. Gk. Sieaii;, 'a

quarter tone', lit. 'a letting through', fr. Sa£-

vai, 'to send through', fr. 81-, form of Sia be-

fore a vowel (see dia-) and levai, 'to send',

which stands for *yi-ye-nai, and is cogn. with

h.jacere, 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth', and

cp. aphesis.

dies non, a day on which no legal business is

carried on. — L. dies non (jdridicus), lit. 'a not

juridical day'. L. dies, 'day', derives fr. L-E.

base *dei-, *deyd-, *di-, *dyd-, 'to shine'. See

deity and cp. dial, diary, diet, 'assembly', diur-

nal, diuturnal, journal, and the second element

in hodiernal, meridian, Midi, quotidian. For L.

non, 'not', see non-.

diet, n., a parliamentary assembly. — ML. dieta,

'an appointed day' (whence also F. diete, 'par-

liamentary assembly), fr. L. dies, 'day' (see dies

non): prop, a loan translation of G. Tag, 'day',

in the sense of 'parliamentary assembly'. For

sense development cp. landtag and words there

referred to.

diet, n., fare, food. — ME. diete, fr. OF. diete

(F. diete), fr. L. diaeta, 'mode of living', fr. Gk.

SiatTa, 'the office of an arbiter; mode of living;

dwelling, abode', back formation fr. Siairav,

'to maintain, support', which is formed fr. Si-

(form of Sta before a vowel') and aToa (for

*atTta), 'share, lot, destiny'. See dia- and etio-.

Derivatives: diet, tr. v., to prescribe a diet, diet-

ary, adj., diet-er, n.

dietetic, also dietetical, adj., pertaining to diet. —
— Gk. 8iat-r»]Tix6(;, 'of, or pertaining to, diet',

fr. SiaiTa. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: dietetical-ly, adv., dietet-ics, n.

dietician, dietitian, n., an expert in dietetics. —
Formed fr. diet, 'fare, food', on analogy of

phys-ician.

dif-, assimilated form of dis- before /.

differ, intr. v. ~ F. differer, fr. L. differre, 'to

carry away, scatter, disperse, protract, delay,

differ', fr. dis- and ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See

bear, 'to carry'.

difference, n. — F. difference, fr. L. differentia,

'diversity, diiference', fr. differens, gen. -entis.

See next word and -ce.

Derivative: difference, tr. v.

different, adj. — F. different, fr. L. differentem,

ace. o( differens, pres. part, o! differre. See differ

and -ent.

Derivatives: different-ly, adv., different-ness, n.
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differentia, n., a distinguishing attribute or char-

acteristic (logic). — L. See difference.

differential, adj. — ML. differentidlis, fr. L. dif-

ferentia. See difference and adj. suff. al.

Derivatives: differential, n., differential-ly, adv.

differentiate, tr. and intr. v. — ML. differentid-

tus, pp. of differentidre, which was formed fr.

L. differentia. See difference and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: differentiat-ion, n.

difficile, adj., difficult. — F., fr. L. difficilis, 'diffi-

cult'. See difficult, difficulty.

difficult, adj. — Back formation fr. difficulty.

difficulty, n. — ME. difficultee, fr. OF. difficulte

(F. difficulte), fr. L. difficultdtem, ace. of diffi-

cultds, 'difficulty, distress, poverty', formed fr.

difficilis, 'difficult', on analogy offacultds, 'capa-

bility, power'. Difficilis is formed fr. dis- and
facilis, 'easy'; see facile and cp. faculty. For the

change of Latin a (in facilis) to / (in dif-ficilis)

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

diffidence, n. — L. diffidentia, 'want of confi-

dence, distrust, diffidence', fr. diffidens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -ce.

diffident, adj. — L. diffidens, gen. -entis, pres.

part of diffidere, 'to distrust, be diffident, des-

pair', fr. dis- and fidere, 'to trust'. See fidelity

and -ent.

Derivatives: diffident-ly, adv., diffident-ness, n.

diffluence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

diffluent, adj., tending to melt or dissolve, liquid.

— L. diffluens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of diffiu-

ere, 'to flow away, melt away', fr. dis- awifluere,

'to flow'. See fluent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

difform, adj., 1) differing in form; 2) of irregular

form. — ML. difformis, fr. dis- and L. forma,

'form, shape'. See form, n., and cp. deform.

Derivatives: difform-ed, adj., difformity (q.v.)

difformity, n. — F. difformite, fr. ML. difformi-

tdtem, ace. of difformitds, fr. difformis. See prec.

word and -ity.

diffract, tr, v., to break into parts. — L. dif-

fractus, pp. of diffringere, 'to break in pieces, to

shatter', fr. dis- and frangere, 'to break'. See

fraction.

Derivatives: diffraction (q.v.), diffract-ive, adj.,

diffract-ive-ly, adv., diffract-ive-ness, n.

diffraction, n. — ModL. diffraclio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. diffractus, pp. of diffringere. See prec.

word and -ion.

diffuse, adj., spread, scattered. — L. diffusus, pp.

of diffundere. See diffuse, v.

Derivatives: diffuse-ly, adv., diffuse-ness, n.

diffuse, tr. and intr. v., to spread, scatter. — L.

diffusus, pp. of diffundere, 'to pour forth, spread

about', fr. dis- a.nd fundere, 'to pour, melt'. See

fuse, 'to melt'.

Derivatives: diffus-ed, adj., diffus-ed-ly, adv.,

diffus-ed-ness, n., diffus-er, n., diffus-ible, adj.,

diffus-ibil-ity, n., diffus-ible-ness, a., diffusion

(q.v.)

diffusiometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the rate of diffusion of liquids or gases. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. diffUsio and Gk. jx^Tpov,

'measure'. See diffusion and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

diffusion, n. — L. diffUsio, gen. -onis, 'a pouring

forth, spreading about', fr. diffUsus, pp. of dif-

fundere. See diffuse, v., and -ion.

dig, tr. and intr. v. — ME. diggen, fr. F. diguer,

'to make a dike, to dam, excavate; to spur (a

horse)', fr. digue, 'dike, dam'. See digue.

Derivatives: dig, n., digg-er, n., digg-ing, n.

digamist, n., one who marries for the second time

(in contradistinction to bigamist, which denotes

a man who has two wives or a woman who has

two husbands at the same time). — See digamy

and -ist.

digamma, n., the letter f, sixth letter of the ori-

ginal Greek alphabet, corresponding to, and
pronounced like, the Semitic waw (i.e. approxi-

mately like an English w). The letter digamma
was later disused. — Gk. Styaixixa, formed fr.

8t- and Ya(i[ia, lit. 'two gammas' (see di-, 'two',

and gamma); so called from its shape (F), which

resembles two gammas set one above the other.

digamous, adj., married for a second time. —
Late L. digamus, fr. Gk. Siyaixoi;, fr. Si- (see di-,

'two') and y°<(^°?> 'marriage'. See -gamy and

-ous.

digamy, n., second marriage (in contradistinction

to bigamy, which denotes the state of having

two wives or husbands at the same time).— Late

L. digamia, fr. Gk. StyaiJ-ta. 'a second marriage',

fr. Si- (see di-, 'two') and Ya(iO(;, 'marriage'.

See -gamy and cp. monogamy, bigamy, poly-

gamy.

digastric, adj., having two swollen ends (said of

muscles) (anat.) — Lit. 'having two bellies', fr.

di- 'two', and ^0"^"")?. gsn. yacrTpA;, 'belly'.

See gastric.

digest, tr. v., i) to arrange systematically; 2) to

prepare (food in the stomach) for assimilation

;

intr. v., to be digested. — L. dJgestus, pp. of di-

gerere, 'to carry apart, distribute, divide, spread

about', fr. di-, 'apart', and gerere, 'to carry'.

See gerent.

Derivatives: digest, n. (q.v.), digest-ed, adj.,

digesl-ed-ly, adv., digest-ed-ness, n., digest-er,n.,

digestible (q.v.), digestion (q.v.), digestive (q.v.)

digest, n., a collection; a summary. — L. digesta,

'a digested collection of writings', lit. 'digested

things', pi. neut. of digestus, pp. of digerere.

See digest, v.

digestible, adj. — F., fr. Late L. digestibilis, fr.

digestus, pp. of digerere. See digest, v., and -ible.

Derivatives: digestibil-ity, n., digestible-ness, n.,

digestibt-y, adv.

digestion, n. — F., fr. L. dlgestionem, ace. of

digestio, 'a dividing of food, digestion', fr. di-

gestus, pp. of digerere. See digest, v., and -ion.

Derivative: digestion-al, adj.

digestive, adj. pertaining to digestion. — F. di-



dight

gestif (fern, digestive), fr. Late L. digestlvus,

'pertaining to digestion', fr. L. digestus, pp. of

digerere. See digest, v., and -ive.

Derivatives: digestive-ly, adv., digestive-ness, n.

dight, tr. v., to adorn (poetic). — ME. dihten, fr.

OE. dihtan, 'to dictate, guide, compose, set in

order', fr. L. dictdre, 'to dictate' (whence also

OHG. dihton, tihton, 'to write, compose', MHG.
tihten, G. dichten, 'to write poetry'). See dictate, v.

digit, n., i) a finger or toe; 2) any figure from o to

9. — L. digitus, 'finger, toe', prob. dissimilated

fr. orig. *dic-itus, prop, 'pointer', fr. I.-E. base

*deik-, 'to show', whence also OE. tdhe, td, 'toe'.

See diction and cp. toe. Cp. also interdigitate,

dital, and the second element in hallux.

digital, adj., pertaining to the fingers. — L. di-

gitalis, fr. digitus. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -al.

digitalin, n., an extract obtained from the foxglove

{chem.) — See next word and chem. suff'. -in.

Digitalis, n., i) a genus of plants of the figwort

family, the foxglove (bot.); 2) {not cap.) a

medicine obtained from the purple foxglove. —
ModL., coined by the German botanist Leon-

hard Fuchs (1501-66) in 1542 fr. L. digitalis,

'pertaining to the fingers' (see digital), as a loan

translation of G. Fingerhut, 'thimble; foxglove'

(so called in allusion to the finger-shaped co-

rollas).

Digitaria, n., a genus of plants, the finger grass

{hot.) — ModL., fr. L. digitus, 'finger'. See digit

and the suffixes -ar and -ia.

digitate, adj., having separate fingers or toes. —
L. digitdtus, 'having fingers or toes', coined by

Pliny fr. digitus, 'finger'. See digit and adj. suff".

-ate.

Derivatives: digitat-ed, adj., digitation (q.v.)

digitation, n., a fingerlike process. — Medical

L., formed fr. L. digitdtus. See prec. word and

-ion.

digitigrade, adj., walking on the toes (zool.) —
F., compounded of L. digitus, 'finger, toe', and

gradi, 'to walk', which is rel. to gradus, 'step'.

See digit and grade.

diglot, adj., bilingual. — Gk. iiyXitix-xoc,, fr. Si-

(see di-, 'two') and yXtoxTa, yXiocrcia, 'tongue'.

See gloss, 'interpretation'.

diglyph, n., a projecting tablet with two grooves

(archil.) — Gk. StY>.u90!;, 'doubly indented',

fr. Si- (see di-, 'two') and yX'J9£iv, 'to carve'.

See glyph and cp. triglyph.

digniflcation, n. — ML. dignificdtio, gen. -onis,

fr. dignificdtus, pp. of dignificdre. See next word
and -ation.

dignify, tr. v., — OF. dignifier, fr. ML. dignifi-

cdre, formed fr. L. dignus, 'worthy', and -ficdre,

fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See dignity and -fy.

Derivatives: dignifi-ed, adj., dignifi-ed-ly, adv.,

dignifi-ed-ness, n.

dignitary, n. — Formed with suff". -ary. fr. L.

dignitds. See next word.

dignity, n. — OF. dignete (F. dignite), fr. L. dig-

nitdtem, ace. of dignitds, 'worth, merit, desert,

authority, rank, power', fr. dignus, 'suitable, fit,

becoming, proper, worthy', which stands for

*dec-nos and is rel. to L. decere, 'to be fitting

or seemly'. See decent and -ity and cp. dainty,

deign, condign, indign.

digraph, n., a group of two letters representing

a single sound. — Formed fr. di-, 'two', and

Ypatprj, 'a writing', fr. Ypacpciv, 'to write'. See

-graph.

digress, intr. v. — L. digressus, pp. of digredi,

'to step aside, depart, deviate, digress', fr. di-,

'apart', and gradi, 'to step, walk', which is rel.

to gradus, 'step'. See grade. For the change of

Latin a (in gradi) to e (in di-grgssus) see congress.

Derivatives: digression (q.v.), digress-ive, adj.,

digress-ive-ly, adv., digress-ive-ness, n., digress-

ory, adj.

digression, n. — L. digressio, gen. -onis, 'a going

away, departing', fr. digressus, pp. of digredi.

See prec. word and -ion and cp. degression.

Derivatives: digression-al, digression-ary, adjs.

digue, n., a dike. — F., 'dike, dam' (whence also

It. diga, Sp., Port, dique), fr. MDu. dijc (Du.

dijk), 'dike'. See dike and cp. dig.

dihedral, adj., having two plane faces. — Formed
fr. di- 'two', and Gk. e8p5, 'seat; base, side,

face'. See sedentary and cp. -hedral.

Derivative: dihedral, n.

dik-dik, n., a small antelope of North East Africa.

— Abyssinian native name.

dike, also dyke, n. — ME. dik, fr. OE. die. See

ditch, which is a doublet of dike.

dike, dyke, tr. v. — Fr. dike, dyke, n. Cp. OE.

dician.

Derivative: dik-er, dyk-er, n.

diksha, n., initiation preceding certain cere-

monies (Hinduism). — OI. dikfd (for *didk-sd),

'initiation', rel. to ddkfah, 'apt,clc\er\ddsti, 'he

honors', fr. I.-E. base *dek-, *dok-, 'to take,

receive, accept; acceptable, becoming, good',

whence also L. decere, 'to be seemly or fitting'.

See decent and cp. words there referred to.

dilacerate, tr. v., to tear to pieces. — L. dilace-

rdtus, pp. of dilacerdre, fr. di-, 'asunder', and

lacerdre, 'to tear to pieces, to rend'. See

lacerate.

dilaceration, n. — L. dilacerdtio, gen. -onis, 'a

tearing to pieces', fr. dilacerdtus, pp. of dilace-

rdre. See prec. word and -ion.

dilantin, n., a drug used in the treatment of

epilepsy. — Short for </ipheny/-hydfl/iro/n-so-

dium.

dilapidate, tr. v., to ruin partially, squander,

waste; intr. v., to fall into decay. — L. ditapi-

ddtus, pp. of ditapiddre, 'to throw away, squan-

der, waste', lit. 'to scatter like stones', fr. di-,

'apart, asunder', and lapiddre, 'to throw stones

at', fr. lapis, gen. lapidis, 'stone'. See lapidary

and verbal suff". -ate.

Derivatives : dilapidat-ed, adj., dilapidation(q.v.).

dilapidation, n. — L. dilapiddtid, gen. -onis, 'a

1
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squandering, wasting', fr. dilapiddtus, pp. of dl-

lapiddre. See prec. word and -ion.

dilatable, adj. — Formed witlj suff". -able fr. L.

dildtdre. See dilate.

Derivatives: dilatabil-ity, n., dilatable-ness, n.,

dilatabl-y, adv.

dilatate, adj., dilated, enlarged. — L. dildtdtus,

pp. of dildtdre. See dilate, 'to become wider',

and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: dilatation (q.v.), dilatat-ive, adj.

dilatation, n. — OF. dilatation, fr. Late L. di-

Idtdtidnem, ace. of dlldtdtio, 'a widening, en-

largement, extending', fr. L. dildtdtus, pp. of

dildtdre. See next word and -ion.

dilate, intr. v., to become wider; tr. v., to make
wider. — F. dilater, fr. L. dildtdre, 'to widen,

enlarge, extend', fr. di-, 'apart', and Idtus,

'broad'. See latitude.

Derivatives: dilate, adj., dilat-ant, adj. and n.,

dilat-ancy, n., dilatate (q.v.), ditat-ed, adj.,

dilat-er, n., dilat-ion, n., dilat-ive, adj., dilator

(q.v.), dilatory (q.v.)

dilate, tr. v., to delay (obsol.) — F. dilater, fr.

Late L. dildtdre. See dilatory.

Derivative: dilat-ion, n.

dilatometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

dilatation of a substance. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. dildtdre, 'to widen, enlarge', and Gk.

(jiTpov, 'measure'. See dilate, 'to become wider',

and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

dilator, n., a delayer. — L. dilator, fr. dildtus, pp.

of differre. See next word and agential suff". -or.

dilatory, adj., causing delay. — Late L. dlldtorius,

'dilatory', fr. L. dildtor, 'a delayer', fr. dildtus

(used as pp. of differre,'io defer, delay'), fr. di- and

Idtus (used as pp. of ferre, 'to bear, carry'),

which stands for *tldtos, fr. *tj-, zero degree of

I.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry', whence

L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to bear,

support'. See tolerate and cp. collate and words

there referred to.

Derivatives: dilalori-ly, adv., dilatori-ness, n.

dilemma, n., a choice between two unpleasant

alternatives; a quandary. — Late L., fr. Gk.

8iX7i(ji,jjia, 'a double proposition, dilemma', fr.

Si- (see di-, 'two') and Xijiifia, 'assumption', lit.

'something received, something taken for

granted'. See lemma and cp. trilenmia.

dilemmatic, dilemmatical, adj., pertaining to a

dilemma. — Formed with suff. -ic, resp. -ic and

-al, fr. Gk. SlXTjijtfia, gen. SiXrifxtiaToi;. See next

word.

dilettante, n., a superficial amateur. — It., pres.

part, of dilettarsi, 'to take delight in', reflexive

of dilettare, 'to delight', fr. L. delectdre, 'to de-

light'. See delight and cp. delectation.

Derivatives: dilettante, n. and intr. v., dilettant-

ism, n., dilettant-ist, n.

diligence, n., assiduity. — F., 'diligence, applicat-

ion; haste, speed, dispatch', fr. L. diligentia,

'attentiveness, carefulness, diligence', fr. diligens,

gen. -entis. See diligent and -ce.

dime

diligence, n., a public stagecoach.— F., short for

earlier carrosse de diligence, 'coach of speeds'.

See prec. word.

diligent, adj. — F., fr. L. diligens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of diligere, 'to value highly, love',

which stands for *dislegere and orig. meant 'to

pick out, select', fr. dis- and legere, 'to pick

out, choose; to read'. See lecture and -ent and

cp. predilection. For the change of Latin e (in

legere) to i (in di-ligere) see abstinence and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: diligent-ly, adv., diligent-ness, n.

dUl, n. — ME. dile, dille, fr. OE. dile, rel. to OS.

dilli, MDu., Du. dille, Swed. dill, Dan. dild,

OHG. tilli, tilla, MHG. tille, dille, G. Dill.

dilly, n., a small tree, Mimusops sieberi. — Aphe-

tic for sapodilla.

dillydally, intr. v. — Antiphonic reduplication

of dally.

diluent, adj., diluting. — L. diluens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of dihiere. See next word and -ent.

Derivative: diluent, n., a diluting agent.

dilute, tr. v., to thin, weaken. — L. dildtus, pp.

of dltuere, 'to wash away, dissolve, dilute', fr.

di-, 'apart, asunder', and lucre, 'to wash'. See

lave and cp. deluge, diluvian.

Derivatives: dilut-ed, adj., dilut-ed-ly, adv.,

dilut-ed-ness, n., dilut-ion, n.

dilute, adj., diluted. — L. dildtus, pp. o( diluere.

See dilute, v.

Derivatives: dilute-ly, adv., dilute-ness, n.

diluvial, adj., pertaining to the flood. — Late L.

diluvidlis, fr. L. diluvium. See diluvium and adj.

suff. -al.

diluvialist, n., an adherent of diluvianism. —
Formed with suff. -ist fr. Late L. diluvidlis. See

prec. word.

diluvian, adj., pertaining to the flood. — Formed

with suff". -an fr. L. diluvium. See diluvium.

diluvianism, n., the theory that many geological

phenomena are due to the Deluge. — Formed

with suff". -ism fr. L. diluvium. See next word.

diluvium, n., an accumulation of sand and gravel

(geol.) — L. diluvium, 'flood, deluge', fr. diluere,

'to wash away' fr. di-, 'apart', and lucre, 'to

wash, lave, cleanse'. See lave and cp. deluge.

The accumulation of sand was formerly attri-

buted to the Deluge, whence its name diluvium.

dim, adj. — ME. dimm, dim, fr. OE. dimme,

dimm, 'dark, obscure; unknown; wicked', rel.

to ON. dimmr, OFris. dim, OHG., MHG. tim-

ber, 'dark, black, somber', and prob. cogn.

with Gk. <>cijL£poi;, 'grave, austere', »E[Aepa)7it?,

'of grave countenance', MIr. dem, 'black, dark'.

Cp. damp, dump.

dime, n., the tenth part of a dollar. — ME. dime,

fr. OF. disme, dime (F. dime), 'a tenth part,

tithe', fr. L. decima, fem. ofdecimus, 'the tenth',

fr. decem, 'ten'. Cp. It. decima, OProvenp. des-

ma,'a. tenth part', which derive fr. L. decima, and

OProven?. desmo, Sp. diezmo, of same meaning,

which come fr. L. decimus. See decern-, decimal.



aimension

dimension, n. — F., fr. L. dimensionem, ace. of
dimensio, 'a measuring', fr. dlmensus, pp. of
dlmetin, 'to measure out', fr. di-, 'apart', and
metlrl, 'to measure'. See measure and -ion.

Derivatives: dimension-al, adj., dimension-al-

ity, n., dimension-al-ly, adv.

dimensionless, adj. — Formed fr. dimension and
-less; first used by Milton.

dimerous, adj., having two parts. — Formed fr.

di-, 'two', Gk. (jiepoc, 'part' (see mero-), and suff.

-ous (fr. L. -osus). See mero-.

dimeter, n., a verse consisting of two measures
(prosody). — Late L. dimeter, fr. Gk. Si(/£Tpoi;,

'(a verse) having two measures', fr. St- (see di-,

'two') and ijtsTpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

dimidiate, adj., divided into halves. — L. dlmi-

diatus, 'halved', pp. of dimididre, 'to divide in-

to two equal parts', which stands for *dis-

mediare and lit. means 'to go through the mid-
dle', fr. dis- and medium, 'middle', neut. of
medius, 'middle'. L. dimidius, 'half, is back
formation fr. dimididre. See medium and adj.

sutT. -ate and cp. demi-. For the change of Latin
e (in medius) to / (in dl-midiare) see abstinent

and cp. words there referred to.

dimidiation, n., division into halves. — Late L.

dimididtio, gen. -onis, 'a halving', fr. L. dlmi-
didtus, pp. of dimididre. Sec prec. word and
-ion.

diminish, tr. and intr. v. — A blend of earlier E.

diminue (fr. OF. diminuer, fr. L. diminuere), 'to

reduce', and E. minish (q.v.) For the pref see
di-, 'apart'. Cp. diminution.

Derivatives: diminish-ed, adj., diminish-er, n.,

diminish-ing-ly, adv.

diminuendo, adj. and adv., diminishing, growing
softer (music). — It., fr. pres. part, oi diminuire,
which is formed—with change of conjugation—
fr. L. diminuere, earlier demimiere, 'to diminish'.

See next word.

diminution, n. — P., fr, L. diminulidnem, ace. of
diminiitio, "a decrease, lessening, diminishing',

fr. earlier deminiirid, fr. deminiitus, pp. of de-
minuere, 'to lessen, diminish', fr. de- and mi-
miere, 'to make smaller, to lessen, diminish'.

See minute, n,, and -ion and cp. diminish.

diminutive, adj. — OF. (= F.) diminutiflSem. di-

minutive), fr. L. dimindtiius, fr. earlier deminu-
tivus, 'diminutive', fr. deminiitus, pp. of demi-
nuere. See prec. word and -ive.

Derivatives: diminutiv-al, adj., diminutive-ly,

adv., diminutive-ness, n.

dimissory, adj. — Late L. dimissdrius, 'pertaining

to sending away', fr. Jimissus, pp. of dimiitere,

"to send away, dismiss', fr. di-, 'apart', and mit-
tere. 'to send'. See dismiss and adj. suff. -ory.

dimity, n., a Ihin cotton fabric. — It. dimili, pi. of
dimito, 'a kind of strong cotton', fr. ML. dimi-
tum, fr. Gk. Sifit-roc, 'of double thread; di-

mity', fr. Sl- (see di-, 'apart'), and (iCxoi;, 'warp
thread, thread', which is of uncertain etymo-
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logy. It is perh. cogn. with Hitt. mitish, 'string,

chord'. Cp. mitosis, samite.

dimorph, n., one of the two forms of a dimor-
phous substance. — Back formation fr. di-

morphous.

dimorphic, adj., dimorphous. — See dimorphous
and -ic.

dimorphism, n., the property of existing in two
distinct forms. — See next word and -ism.

dimorphous, adj., existing in two distinct forms.
— Gk. St(i.optpoi;, 'two-formed', fr. St- and
(xopipr), 'form, shape'. See di-, 'double', and
morpho-.

dimple, n. — ME. dympuU, rel. to OHG. tum-
phib, 'a whirlpool' (whence MHG. tiimpfel, G.
Tumpel, 'pool'), and to MLG. dumpelen, Du.
dompelen, 'to plunge'; prob. from the nasalized
form of the Teut. base *dup-, 'to be deep'. Cp.
Lith. dumbU, diipti, 'to sink', and see deep.

Derivatives: dimple, v., dimpl-y, adj.

din, n. — ME. dine, fr. OE. dyne, 'noise, a loud
sound', rel. to ON. dynr, OS. done, Dan. don,
Swed. ddn, MLG., MHG. don, 'noise', from the
I.-E. imitative base *dhwen-, *dhun-, 'to sound,
roar', whence also OI. dhunih, 'roaring', dhvd-
nati, 'roars, resounds'.

din, tr. and intr. v. — ME. dinien, fr. OE. dynnan,
dynian, rel. to ON. dynja, OS. dunian, 'to make
a loud noise', and to OE. dyne, 'noise, a loud
sound'. See din, n.

Dinah, fern. PN.; in the Bible, Jacob's daughter
by Leah. — Heb. Dlnd", lit. 'judgment', fr. din,

'to judge'. See Dan, PN.
dinanderie, n., decorated articles of brass. — MP.
(= P.) fr. OF. dinandier, 'worker in brass',

formed with -ier, a suff. denoting trade or
occupation, fr. Dinand (now Dinant), a town in

Belgium, famous for its brasswork. For the end-
ing see the suffixes -ier and -ery.

dinar, n. — Arab, dinar, fr. Late Gk. S^jvapiov, fr.

L. denarius. See denarius and cp. denier.

dine, intr. and tr. v. — ME. dinen, fr. OF disner

(F. diner), 'to dine', orig. 'to breakfast', fr.

*desjuner, shortened form of desjejuner (see

haplology), which derives fr. VL. *disjejundre,

'to break the fast', fr. dis- and L. jejunus, 'fast-

ing'. See jejune and cp. dinner, dejeuner.

Derivatives: din-er, n., din-ing, n.

ding, tr. v., to beat. — ME. dingen, dengen, fr.

ON. dengja, 'to hammer, beat', which is rel. to

OHG. tangol, 'hammer', MHG. tengeln, G. den-
geln, 'to hammer, beat'; prob. of imitative

origin. Cp. next word. Cp. also dangle, dint.

ding, intr. and tr. v., to sound. — Of imitative

origin.

Derivative: ding, n.

ding-dong, n., adj., v. and adv. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. prec. word.

dinghy, n., a small boat.— Hind, dengl, 'a rowing
boat', a collateral form of dohgi, prob. fr. OI.
dronam, 'a trough', which is rel. to dru-, 'wood',
drumdh, 'tree', and cogn. with Gk. SpOq, gen.
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3pu6?, 'an oak; a tree', Goth, triu, OE. trio,

Ireow, 'tree'. See tree and cp. dryad. Cp. also

dhoni.

dingle, n., a small valley. — ME. dingel, 'a hol-

low', of uncertain origin.

ding]e-dangle, adv. and n. — A blend of ding-

dong and dangle,

dingo, n., the Australian wild dog, Canis dingo.

— Native name.

dingy, adj., dirty; dark. — Prob. related to dung.

For the softening of the hard g cp. stingy.

Derivatives: dingi-ly, adv., dingi-ness, n.

dinic, dinical, adj., pertaining to vertigo (med.)—
Formed with suff. -ic, resp. also -al, fr. Gk.

Stvoi;, 'a whirling, vertigo'. See dinus.

dinky, adj., dainty. — Cp. Scot, and Northern

dial, dink, denk, 'neat' ; of uncertain origin.

dinner, n. — ME. diner, fr. F. diner, 'dinner',

prop, the infinitive diner, 'to dine', used as a

noun. See dine.

Derivatives: dinner-y, dinner-less, adjs.

dino-, combining form meaning 'fearful'. — Gk.

Ssivo-, fr. SeiviS? (for *Sfet-v6(;), 'fearful', rel.

to SeiSoj (for *S£-8foi-a), 'I fear', S£oi; (for

*SfEr-o;), 'fearful, terrible, powerful, mighty,

marvelous', 8EtX6i;(for*SfEi-X6(;),'cowardly, and

possibly cogn. with L. dlrus, 'fearful'. See dire.

Dinobryon, n., a genus of flagellates (biol.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. STvoq, 'a whirl-

ing', and ppiioM, 'moss'. See dinus and bryo-.

Dinoceras, n., a genus of extinct ungulates {pale-

ontol.) — ModL., compounded of dino- and

Gk. xipa?, 'horn'. See cerato-.

Dinoflagellata, n. pi., an order of flagellates

(biol.)— A ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk. STvo?,

'a whirling', and L. flagellum, 'whip'. See dinus

and flagellum.

Dinomis, n., a genus of recently extinct birds re-

sembling an ostrich. The New Zealand Moa
belonged to this genus (paleontol.)— ModL., lit.

'a frightful bird', compounded of dino- and

Gk. 8pvti;, 'bird'. See omitho-.

dinosaur, n. any member of the Dinosauria. —
See next word.

Dinosauria, n. pi., a group of extinct Saurian rep-

tiles (paleontol.) — ModL., lit. 'frightful liz-

ards', compounded of dino- and Gk. aaupa,

aaupoi;, 'lizard'. See sauro-.

Derivatives: dinosaurian, adj. and n.

dinothere, n., any member of the genus Dino-

therium. — See next word.

Dinotherium, n., a genus of extinct elephantlike

animals (paleontol.) — ModL., lit. 'the frightful

animal', compounded of dino- and Gk. ^p,
^piov, 'wild beast, animal'. See therio-.

dint, n., a force. — The original meaning was

'blow, stroke'; ME. dint, dunt, dent, fr. OE.
dynt, which is rel. to ON. dyntr, dyttr, and to

E. ding, 'to beat' (q.v.) Cp. dent, 'depression'.

dint, tr. v., to mark with a dint. — ME. dinten,

fr. OE. dyntan, 'to beat, strike', fr. dynt, 'blow,

stroke'. See prec. word.

dinus, n., vertigo (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.
Stvoc, 'a whirling, rotation, vertigo', which is

rel. to SfvT), 'a whirling', Siveoj, STveiito, 'I make
whirl or spin round', Siveujia, 'a whirling

round', Stsfxai, 'I hasten away', and prob. cogn.

with OI. diyati, 'flies, hovers', Lett, diet, 'to

dance', Olr. dlan, 'swift, rapid'. Cp. dinic and

the second element in scotodinia.

diocesan, adj., pertaining to a diocese. — F. dio-

cesain, fr. diocise. See next word and -an.

Derivative: diocesan, n.

diocese, n., district under a bishop's jurisdiction.

— ME. diocise, fr. OF. diocise (F. diocese), fr.

ML. diocesis, dissimilated fr. L. dioecesis, fr.

Gk. Stoix7)cni;, 'administration, control', fr. Sta

(see dia-) and olxstv, 'to inhabit, possess; to

manage, govern', fr. olxoi;, 'house'. See eco-

nomy and cp. next word. Cp. also L. parochia,

dissimilated fr. L. paroecia, fr. Gk. Tiapoixia

(see parish).

Diodia, n., a genus of plants of the madder family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. StoSoi;, 'a thorough-

fare', fr. Sta, 'through', and oSo;, 'way' (see

dia- and odograph). The name prop, denotes

plants growing by the wayside.

dioecious, adj., having the male and female re-

productive organs in separate individuals (biol.)

— A hybrid formed fr. di-, 'two', Gk. oixta,

'house' (see diocese), and suff. -ous (fr. L. -dsus).

Diomedes, n., son of Tydeus and Deipyle, one

of the Grecian chiefs in the Trojan war (Greek

mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. Ato[i.^8r]i;, lit. 'advised by

Zeus', fr. Aio;, gen. of Zeu?, 'Zeus', and (ArjSo?,

'counsel, plan, device, cunning'. For the first

element see Zeus. The second element is rel. to

(irjSeoftat, 'to devise, resolve, advise', [ieSea&ai,

'to be mindful of, give heed to, think on', [leSuv,

(ieS£uv, 'guardian, ruler' (prop. pres. part of

the ancient verb |j.i8siv, 'to protect, rule over'),

(iESi|j.vo5, 'a measure', fr. I.-E. base mid-, 'to

measure, limit, consider', which is a -rf-enlarge-

ment of base *me-, 'to measure'. See meditate

and cp. Andromeda and words there referred

to.

Dion, masc. PN. — Short for Dionysius.

Dionaea, n., a genus of insectivorous plants of

the sundew family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

AitovT), a name of Aphrodite. See next word.

Dione, n., l) the mother of Aphrodite; 2) Aphro-

dite (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Auow), lit.

'pertaining to Zeus', fr. At6i;, gen. of Zeu?. Sec

Zeus and cp. prec. word and the first element in

Diomedes.

dionise, n., a kind of precious stone. — OF., fr.

ML. dionysia, fr. L. dionysias, fr. Gk. Stovuaiii;,

fr. AiovuCTo?, 'Dionysus', the name of the god

of wine in Greek mythology ; see Dionysus. The
stone was supposed to have the power of pre-

venting intoxication, whence its name. Cp.

amethyst.

Dionysia, n. pi., festivals held in honor of Dio-
nysus (Greek religion). — L., fr. Gk. Aiovdota,



Dionysiac

(scil. kpdt), fr. Atovijdo?, 'Dionysus'. See Dio-
nysus.

Dionysiac, adj., pertaining to Dionysus or the

Dionysia. — L. Dionysiacus, fr. Gk. Aiovucria-

xo?, fr. AtovOao?, resp. Aiovijoia. See Dionysus,
resp. Dionysia.

Dionysian, adj., pertaining to Dionysus. — See

Dyonysus and -ian.

Dionysius, masc. PN. — L., fr. Gk. Aiovuaioi;,

lit. 'pertaining to Dionysus', fr. Aiovijao;. See

Dionysus and cp. Denis, Dion.

Dionysus, Dionysos, n., son of Zeus and Semele,

the god of wine, orig. the god of vegetation

(Greek mythoi); identified with the Roman
god Bacchus. — L., fr, Gk. Atovuaoi;, a name
of uncertain origin. Cp. Dionysius and dionise.

Dioon, n., a genus of plants of the family Cyca-
daceae {hot.) — ModL., formed fr. di- and
Gk. qjov, 'egg'. See oo-.

diopside, n., a variety of pyroxene {mineral.) —
Formed fr. di-, 'two', and oilni;, 'sight, appear-

ance'. See -opsis.

dioptase, n., a mineral consisting of hydrous cop-

per silicate. — Formed fr. di- (form of dia-

before a vowel) and thestemof6TrTaC£iv,'tosee',

which is rel. to otttoi;, 'seen; visible'. See next

word.

dioptric, adj., pertaining to the refraction of

light. — Gk. SioTtTpixo?, 'pertaining to the use

of the optical instrument called SioTtTpot, fr. Si-,

form of Sia- before a vowel (see dia-), and the

stem of OTtTo?, 'seen; visible', otttixoc;, 'pertain-

ing to sight'. See optic and cp. catadioptric,

catoptric, scioptric.

Derivative: dioptric-al-ly, adv.

dioptrics, n., that part of optics which deals with

the refraction of light. — See prec. word and
-ics and cp. catoptrics.

diorama, n., a scenic representation in which a
picture is seen through an aperture. — Formed
fr. di- (form of dia- before a vowel) and Gk.
opaiaa, 'that which is seen, view, sight', fr. opav,

'to see'. See cosmorama and cp. words there

referred to.

diorite, n., an igneous rock (petrogr.) — F.,

formed with subst. sufF. -ite fr. Gk. Stoptl^eiv, 'to

divide by limits, separate', fr. St-, form of Siot-

before a vowel (see dia-), and n^iC.eiM, 'to mark
by boundaries, to limit'. See liorizon.

Dioscorea, n., a genus of plants, the yam (hot.)

— ModL., named after the Greek naturalist

Dioscorides.

Dioscoreaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

dioscoreaceous, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

Dioscuri, n, pi., Castor and Pollux, the twin sons
of Zeus (Greek mythoi.)— Gk. Aiooxoupot, Att.

and poetic Aioaxopot, lit. "the sons of Zeus',

fr. XiJjC,, gen. of Zeji;, 'Zeus', and xoupoi, xopoi,

pi. of xoupo(;, x/jpoi;, 'boy, son'. Foi the first

element see Zeus. The second element derives
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fr. I.-E. base *ker-, 'to grow'; see Cora, create.

Diosma, n., a genus of plants of the rue family
(bot.) — ModL., irregularly formed fr. Sio?,

'divine', and oofiT), 'odor'. For the first element
see deity, for the second see osmium.

Diospyros, n., a genus of plants of the ebony
family (bot.) — L., name of a plant, fr. Gk.
AioOTTjpoi;, lit. 'wheat of Zeus', fr. At6(;, gen,

of Zeiji;, 'Zeus', and Tcupoi;, 'wheat'. For the

first element see Zeus, for the second see

pyrene and cp. words there referred to.

diota, n., a vessel with two ears (Greek andRoman
antiq.) — L., fr. Gk. Siwtoi;, 'two-eared', fr. 8i-

(see di-, 'two') and oiii;, gen. (oto?, 'ear'. See
oto-.

dioxide, also dioxid, n., a compound containing

two atoms of oxygen and one of a metal (chem.)
— Formed fr. di-, 'two', and oxide.

dip, tr. and intr, v. — ME. dippen, duppen, fr.

OE. dyppan, 'to dip, immerse; to baptize', rel.

to ON. deypa, 'to dip', Dan. dyppe, 'to dip',

dahe, 'to baptize', Swed. doppa, 'to dip, im-

merse', dopa, 'to baptize', OS. dopian, OFris.

depa, MLG. dopen, MDu. dopen, Du. dopen,

OHG. toufan, toiifen, MHG. toufen, toufen, G.
taufen, Goth, daupjan, 'to baptize', lit. 'to dip',

prop, a loan translation of Gk. ^ocTz-cit,si\i, 'to

dip, plunge'; in Eccles. Gk., 'to baptize'; rel.

also to OE. deop, 'deep', and prob. also to

OHG, tupfen, MHG, tupfen, tupfen. G. tupfen,

'to dab', orig, prob, 'to dip'.

Derivatives: dip, n,, dipp-er, n,, dipp-ing, n.

diphtiieria, n,, an infectious disease character-

ized by the formation of a false membrane in

the air passages. — Medical L., fr. F. diph-

therie, coined by the French physician Pierre

Bretonneau (1778-1862) fr. Gk. SicpS-spS, 'pre-

pared hide, leather, membrane', which is of un-

certain origin; it is possibly rel. to Gk, Setpsiv,

S£t{j£tv, 'to soften'. The disease was so called

by Bretonneau because it is characterized by
the formation of a false membrane. For the

ending of diphtheria see ist suff. -ia. Cp. dufter.

Derivatives: diphtheri-al, diphther-ic, diphther-

it-ic, adjs.

diphtheroid, adj., of the nature of diphtheria. —
Compounded of diphthera and Gk, -osiSrji;,

'like', fr, elSo;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

diphthong, n., union of two vowels pronounced
in one syllable. — F. diphthongue, fr. Late L.

diphthongus, fr. Gk. Stfp&oyyo;, 'having two
sounds', fr. St- (see di-, 'two'), and ifO-iyyoq,

'sound, voice, vowel', which is rel. to 9&s-,'tia,

'sound, voice, speech', ©Oevvetj&ai. 'to speak

loud; to praise, sing'. Cp. monophthong,

triphthong.

Derivatives: diphthong, tr. and intr. v., diph-

thong-al, adj., diphlhong-al-ly, adv., diphthong-

ize, tr. and intr. v., diphthong-iz-ation, n.

diphy-, combining form meaning 'double'.— Gk.
St9i>7i?, 'twofold, double', lit. 'of double na-
ture', fr. Si- (see dl-, 'two') and the stem of
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<piieiv, 'to bring forth, produce, make to grow',

whence also ifiaiq, 'nature'. See physio- and

cp. Diphyes.

Diphyes, n,, a genus of hydrozoans (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. 819U7)?, 'twofold'. See diphy-.

Diphylleia, n., a genus of plants of the barberry

family (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'having double

leaves', fr. di-, 'double', and Gk. <puXXov, 'leaf'.

See phyllo-. For the ending see 2nd suff. -ia

diphyllous, adj., having two leaves (bot.) —
Formed fr. di-, 'two', and Gk. (fiXKoM, 'leaf.

See -phyllous and cp. prec. word.

dipl-, form of diplo- before a vowel.

Diplacanthus, n., a genus of fishes (paleontol.) —
ModL., lit. 'having two spines', fr. dipl- and

axavS^a, 'spine (see acantho-); so called in al-

lusion to the two spines between the pectoral

fins.

Dipladenia, n,, a genus of plants of the dogbane

family (bot.)— ModL., lit. 'having two glands',

fr. dipl- and SStjv, 'gland' (see adenoid); so called

in allusion to the two nectar glands. For the

ending see 2nd suff. -ia.

diplegia, n., paralysis of both arms and both

legs (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. di-,

'double', and Gk. 7tXy)yy), 'stroke', from the

stem of TrXTjCTaeiv, 'to strike', which is cogn.

with L. pldga, 'stroke, injury, plague'. See

plague and cp. monoplegia.

diplex, adj., pertaining to sending two messages

simultaneously over the same line (radio). —
A hybrid coined fr. Gk. Si- (see di-, 'two') and

L. suff'. -plex, '-fold' (see plicate). The word di-

plex has been arbitrarily coined to differentiate

it from duplex (q.v.)

diplo-, before a vowel dipl-, combining form

meaning 'double'. — Gk. SmXo-, SittX-, fr.

SmXooi;, SittXoui;, 'twofold, double', formed fr.

Si- (see di-, 'two') and *pl-, zero degree of base

*pel-, '-fold'. Cp. Gk. Si-irXactio?, 'double', and

see ply, 'to bend'. Cp. also diploma, ana-

diplosis. Cp. also double.

diploblastic, adj., having two germ layers (biol.)

— Compounded of diplo- and Gk. PX[xctt6;,

'bud, sprout, shoot'. See -blastic.

diplocardiac, adj., having the heart double (as

birds and mammals). — Compounded of

diplo- and cardiac.

Diplodocus, n., a genus of gigantic dinosaurs

(paleontol.) — ModL,, compounded of diplo-

and Gk. Soxo?, 'beam, bar', lit. 'that which

holds the roof, fr. I.-E. base *dek-, dok-, 'to

take, receive, accept'. See decent and cp. words

there referred to.

diploe, n., the cancellous bony tissue between the

tables of the skull (anat.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

SiTrXoT), 'fold, doubling; cancellous substance

between the double plates in the bones in the

skull', prop. fern, of the adj. Si7tX6o(;, SiTtXouc,

'twofold, double'. See diplo-.

diploic, adj., pertaining to diploe. — Formed fr.

prec. word with suff. -ic. Cp. diploetic.

diploetic, adj., diploic (anat.) — An incorrect

var. of diploic. The Gr^k adjectival suff.

-7)Tix6? derives from nouns ending in -7)ai<;

(see e.g. exegesis and exegetic) ; since, however,

there is no such Greek word as SiTrX^Tjoii;,

there can be no Greek adjective of the form

Si7rXor]Tix6? either. See diploic.

diploma, n. — L. diploma, fr. Gk. SiTtXcofjta,

'anything double, folded paper, license', fr. 81-

irXoiJv, 'to bend double, to double', fr. SittXooc,

SiTcXoO?, 'double'. See diplo- and -oma and cp,

double.

Derivatives: diploma, tr. v., diplomacy (q.v.),

diplomat (q.v.), diplomatic (q.v.), diplomat-ist,

n., diplom-at-ize, intr. v.

diplomacy, n. — F. diplomatie, fr. diplomate; in-

troduced into English by Edmund Burke (1729-

97). See diplomatic and -cy.

diplomat, diplomate. — F. diplomate, back for-

mation fr. diplomatique in agent diplomatique,

'diplomatic agent'. See next word.

Derivative : diplomate, tr. v.

diplomatic, adj. — F. diplomatique, fr. ModL. di-

plomaticus, formed with suff. -icus fr. diploma,

fr. Gk. 8t7rXto;jia. See diploma and -atic.

Derivatives: diplomatic-al, adj., diplomatic-al-

ly, adv., diplomat-ics, n.

diplopia, n., double vision (med) — Medical L.,

compounded of SittXooi;, SittXou?, 'double', and

-MTtta, from ciijj, gen. ii-r.hq, 'eye'. See diplo-

and -opia.

Derivative: diplop-ic, adj.

Diplotaxis, n., a genus of plants of the family

Brassicaceae (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'doubly ar-

ranged' (see diplo- and taxis); so called in al-

lusion to the biserrate seeds.

dipnoan i) adj., pertaining to the Dipnoi; 2) n.,

a dipnoan fish. — See next word and -an.

Dipnoi, n. pi., a group of fishes (ichthyol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. 8ijn/oi, pi. of Sittvooi;, 'doubly

breathing', fr. Si- (see di-, 'two') and -tivoo;, fr.

TTvoT], 'breath', which is rel. to ttveeiv, 'to breathe',

whence also 7tvsu[xa, 'breath'. See pneuma.

dipolar, adj., having two poles (as a magnet, etc.)

— Formed fr. di- 'two', and polar.

Dipsacaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (but.) —
ModL., formed fr. Dipsacus with suff. -aceae.

dipsacaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Dipsacus, n., a genus of plants, the teasels (bot.)

— ModL,, fr, Gk, SiiJ^axoi;, 'teasel', rel. to St-ya,

'thirst', Sii^v, 'to thirst' ; so called in allusion

to the water contained in the cup-shaped bases

of the leaves. See dipsosis.

dipsomania, n., a morbid periodic craving for

alcoholic liqueurs (med.) — Medical L., com-

pounded of Gk. Siijia, 'thirst', and [xavtS, 'mad-

ness'. See next word and -mania.

Derivative: dipsoman-iac, adj.

dipsosis, n., excessive thirst caused by disease

(med.) — Medical L., formed with suff, -osis fr.

Gk. Uifo., 'thirst', which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. prec. word and adipsia.
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Diptera, n. pi., an order of insects, the flies (en-

tomol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. StTtxepa, neut. pi. of
StTiTEpo?, 'having two wings', fr. 8i- (see di-,

'two') and TrT£p6v, 'feather, wing'. See ptero-

and cp. next word.

dipteral, adj., i) having two wings (said of in-

sects) ; having two peristyles (archil.)— Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. SiTtTepoi;, 'having two
wings; having a double peristyle*. See prec.

word.

dipterous, adj., i) belonging to the order Diptera

(entomol.) ; 2) two-winged (bot.)—Gk. SinTspoi;.

See Diptera. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk.
-OQ, see sufT. -ous.

Dipteryx, n., a genus of trees of the pea family

(bol.) — ModL., fr. di-, 'two', and Gk. jtT^pul,

'wing', which is rel. to Tcrepov, 'feather, wing'.

See ptero-.

diptote, n., a noun having only two cases (gram.)

— Late L. diptota (pi.), fr. Gk. StTtTWTa, pi. of

SiTTT&iTov, prop, the neut. of the adj. StTrrtdTo?,

'having only two cases', fr. Si- (see di-, 'two')

and ktcot6(;, 'fallen', verbal adj. of TttTrreiv, 'to

fair, which stands for nt-TiTsiv, fr. *pt-, zero

degree of L-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to fall'. See

feather and cp. symptom and words there re-

ferred to.

diptych, n., i) a two-leaved tablet used by the an-

cients for writing; 2) picture or carving on two
panels hinged together. — Late L. diptycha, fr.

Gk. StTTTuxa, neut. pi. of Sitttuxo;, 'double-

folded, doubled', fr. St- (see di-, 'two') and
*7:tu5, gen. nzuyoz, 'fold', layer', which is rel.

to TTTuaaciv, 'to fold'. Cp. triptych, polyptych.

Dirca, n., a genus of plants of the mezereon fa-

mily (hot.)— ModL., fr. L. Dirce, fr. Gk. Aipxy],

name of a fountain near Thebes.

Dircaean, adj., pertaining to the fountain Dirce;

poetic. — Formed with suff". -aean fr. L. Dirce.

See prec. word.

dire, adj., dreadful. — L. dirus, 'fearful, awful,

ill-omened, horrible, terrible', of uncertain ori-

gin. It possibly derives fr. L-E. base *d'^ei-, 'to

be afraid, fear', whence also Gk. SeiSoj (for

*8£-Sfot-a), 'fear', Seo? (for *Sfci-o;), 'fear-

ful, terrible, powerful, mighty, marvelous',

SeiXci? (for *8fei-X6<;), 'cowardly', Seivoq (for

*Sfei-vo;), 'fearful', OI. dvi?ti, 'hates', dvg}a(i,

"hatred', Avestic dvae&d-, 'threat, menace', and
prob. also Arm. erkncim, 'I fear'. Cp. dino-,

dinosaur.

Derivatives: direful (q.v.), dire-ly, adv.

direct, tr. and intr. v. — L. directus, pp. of diri-

gere, 'to put into a straight line, set in order,

draw up, aim, direct, guide', fr. di-, 'apart', and
regere, 'to keep straight, direct'. See regent and
cp. dress, which is a doublet of direct. Cp. also

dirge, dirigible, droit, adroit, maladroit.

direct, adj. — ME., fr. F. direct, fr. L. directus,

'straight, direct', pp. of dirigere. See direct, v.

Derivatives: direct, adv., direct-ly, adv., direct-

ness, n.
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direction, n. — P., fr. L. directionem, ace. of
directio, 'a making straight, aiming, directing',

fr. directus, pp. of dirigere. See direct, v., and
-ion.

Derivatives: direction-al, adj., directional-ly,

adv.

directive, adj. — ML. directivus, fr. L. directus,

pp. of dirigere. See direct, v., and -ive.

Derivatives: directive, n., directive-ly, adv., di-

rective-ness, n.

directoire, n., the French Revolutionary Govern-
ment of 1795-99- — F., fr. ML. directorium. See
directory, n.

director, n. — AF. directour, equivalent to F,

directeur, fr. Late L. directorem, ace. of director,

fr. directus, pp. of dirigere. See direct, v. and
agential suff". -or.

Derivatives: director-ial, adj., director-ial-ly,

adv.

directorate, n. — Formed fr. prec. word with

subst. suff. -ate.

directory, adj. — Late L. directorius, 'that which
directs', fr. L. directus, pp. of dirigere. See di-

rect, V. and adj. suff". -ory.

directory, n. — ML. directorium, prop. neut. of
Late L. directorius, used as a noun. See prec.

word and subst. suff". -ory.

directress, n. — See director and -ess.

directrix, n. — ModL., formed with suff". -trix

fr. director, on analogy of L. victrix, 'victress"

(fr. victor).

direful, adj., dire.— Formed on analogy oidread-

ful. See dire and -ful.

Derivatives: direful-ly, adv., direfut-ness, n.

dirge, n., lament. — Fr. L. dirige, 'direct', the

first word of the antiphon sung in the Roman
Catholic Office of the dead, adopted from the

Vulgate rendering of Ps. 5 : 9, which begins with

dirige, a word translating Heb. hayshdr (lit.

'make even'). L. dirige is the imper. of dirigere,

'to direct, guide'. See direct, v.

Derivative : dirge, tr. and intr. v.

dirhem, n., a weight and a silver coin used in

various Mohammedan countries. — Arab, dir-

ham, fr. Gk. Spaxix-^f). See drachma.

dirigible, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -ibie

fr. L. dirigere, 'to direct, guide'. See direct, v.

diriment, adj., rendering null and void (law). —
L. dirimens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of dirimere,

'to separate, divide, interrupt, destroy', fr. di-,

'apart', and emere, 'to buy', orig. meaning 'to

take, receive'. Accordingly dirimere lit. means
'to take away'. The form of the verb should

properly be *disimere (fr. dis- and emere); the

change of 5 to r is due to rhotacism. See exempt
and -ent.

dirk, n., a shoil dagger. — Fr. earlier durk, dork,

rel. to G. Dolch, 'dagger'; of uncertain origin.

The spelling dirk is arbitrary. It is based on
Johnson's authority. Du., Dan., Swed. dolk are

German loan words.

Derivative: dirk, tr. v.

1^
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dirndl, n., a kind of dress. — G. Dirndl, short

for Dirndlkleid, fr. Dirndl, dimin. formed fr.

Dime, 'girl' (now meaning 'low woman, wench,

hussy'), and Kleid, 'dress'. Dime derives fr.

MHG. dierne, 'maid' fr. OHG. thiorna, which

is rel. to OS. thiorna, ON. perna, Dan. terne,

MLG. derne, MDu. dierne, 'maidservant', Du.
deem(e), 'girl, wench, hussy', and to OE pegn,

'thane, man, servant'. See thane.

dirt, n. — Metathesized fr. ME. drit, fr. ON.
dritr, 'excrement', which is rel. to ON. drita, OE.
dritan, 'to void excrement', and cogn. with

Serb, driskati, dial. Russ. dristdt', 'to have

diarrhea', Maced. Gk. SapSatveiv, 'to soil, defile'.

Derivatives: dirt, tr. v., dirt-y, adj. and tr. v.,

dirt-i-ly, adv., dirt-i-ness, n.

Dis, also Dis pater, a Roman underworld god,

equivalent to Greek Pluto. — L. Dis, fr. dis,

contracted form of dives, 'rich', prop, loan

translation of Gk. nxoiirov, 'Pluto', which lit.

means 'rich, wealthy' (fr. tcXoutoi;, 'riches'). L.

dives is rel. to divus, 'divine, god', and orig.

meant 'favored by the gods'. For sense develop-

ment cp. OSlav. bogatH, 'rich', fr. boga, 'God'.

See deity and cp. Dives.

dis-, pref. of Latin origin denoting i) separation;

2) removal; 3) negation, deprivation, undoing,

reversal. — L. dis-, meaning i) 'apart, asunder';

2) 'away from'; 3) 'utterly, completely'; 4) 'un-'

(in the privative sense of this prefix), derived

fr. I.-E. *dis-, 'apart, asunder', whence also Alb.

ts-, a privative pref. (e.g. in tSk'^ep, 'to rip, un-

do'), OE. te-, OS, //-, to-, OHG. zi-, ze- [later

zir- (a compound of the prefixes zi- and -ir),

whence MHG., G. zer-, 'asunder']. I.-E. *dis-

is a secondary form of *dwis-, which appears in

01. dvih, Avestic bish, Gk. Siq (for *dwis), OL.

dvis (whence L. bis), MHG. zwis, 'twice', Goth.

twis-, 'in two, asunder', ON. ivislra, 'to divide'.

Cp. di-, 'apart, asunder'. Cp. also di-, 'two', and

words there referred to. Cp. also de-.

disability, n. — Formed with suff. -ity from the

obsolete adj. disable, fr. dis- and able.

disable, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and the adjective

able.

Derivatives: disabl-ed, adj., disable-ment, n.

disabuse, tr. v., to undeceive. — Formed fr. dis-

and abuse.

disaccord, n. — Formed fr. dis- and accord, n.

disaccord, intr. v. — ME. disacorden, fr. OF. des-

acorder, desaccorder (F. desaccorder), fr. des-

(fr. L. dis-) and acorder, accorder. See dis- and

accord, v.

disaccustom, tr. v. — OF. desacostumer (F. des-

accoutumer), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and acostumer

(F. accoutumer). See dis- and accustom.

disadvantage, n. — ME. disavauntage, fr. F. des-

avantage, fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and avantage. See

dis- and advantage.

Derivatives; disadvantage, tr. v., disadvantage-

ous, adj., disadvantage-ous-ly, adv., disadvan-

tage-ous-ness, n.

disaster

disaffect, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and affect, v.

Derivatives: disaffect-ed, adj., disaffect-ed-ly,

adv., disaffect-ed-ness, n., disaffect-ion, n.

disaffirm, tr. v., to reverse (law). — Formed fr.

dis- and affirm.

'Demsiti\es: disqffirm-ance, n., disaffirm-ation,n.

disafforest, tr. v. — ML. disafforestdre. See dis-

and afforest and cp. deforest, disforest.

Derivatives: disafforest-ation, n.

disagree, intr. v. — F. desagreer, fr. des- (fr. L.

dis-) and agreer. See dis- and agree.

T>en\atives: disagreeable(q.\.), disagree-ment,n.

disagreeable, adj. — F. desagreable, fr. des- (fr.

L. dis-) and agreabte. See dis- and agreeable.

Derivatives: disagreeabl-y, adv., disagreeable-

ness, n.

disallow, tr. v. — OF. desalouer, 'to blame', fr.

des- (fr. L. dis-) and alouer, 'to allow'. See dis-

and allow.

Derivative: disallow-ance, n.

disannul, tr. v., to annul completely. — Formed
fr. dis-, in the sense 'utterly, completely', and

annul.

Derivatives: disannull-er, n., disannul-ment, n.

disappear, intr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and appear.

Derivatives: disappear-ance, n., disappear-er, n.

disappoint, tr. v. — OF. desapointier (F. desap-

pointer), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and apointier (F.

appointer), 'to appoint'. See dis- and appoint.

Derivatives: disappoint-ed, adj., disappoint-ed-

ly, adv., disappoint-er, n., disappoint-ing, adj.,

disappoint-ing-ly, adv., disappoint-ing-ness, n.,

disappoint-ment, n.

disapprobation, n. — Formed fr. dis- and appro-

bation,

disapprobative, adj. — Formed fr. dis- and appro-

bative.

disapprobatory, adj.— Formed fr. dis- and appro-

batory,

disapprove, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and

approve.

Derivatives: disapprov-al, n., disapprov-er, n.,

disapprov-ing-ly, adv.

disarm, tr. and intr. v. — ME. desarmen, fr. MF.
(= F.) desarmer, fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and armer,

'to arm'. See dis- and arm, v,

disarmament, n. — Formed fr. prec. word on ana-

logy of armament,

disarrange, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and arrange.

Derivative: disarrange-ment, n.

disarray, tr. v. — Formed on analogy of OF.

desareer, fr. dis- and array, v.

Derivative: disarray, n.

disarticulate, tr. v., to disjoint. — Formed fr. dis-

and articulate, v.

Derivative: disarticulat-ion, n.

disassociate, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and associ-

ate, V. Cp. dissociate.

Derivative; disassocial-ion, n.

disaster, n., misfortune, calamity. — F. desastre,

fr. It. disastro (but with the substitution of the

F. prefix des- for It. dis-). It. disastro is a back
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formation from disastrato, 'born under an ill

star', from the pejorative pref. rfis-, fr. L. dis-

(see dis-), and L. astrum, 'star'. See Aster.

disastrous, adj. — F. desastreux (fern, desastreu-

se), fr. It. disastroso, 'ill-starred', fr. disastro.

See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: disastrous-ly, adv., disastrous-

ness, n.

disavow, tr. v. — ME. disavouen, fr. OF. desavou-

er (F. desavouer), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and avouer,

'to own, acknowledge, avow'. See dis- and avow.

Derivatives: disavow-al, n., disavow-er, n., dis-

avow-ment, n.

disband, tr. v. — Earlier F. desbander (F. deban-

der), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and band, 'band'. See

dis- and band, 'troop'.

Derivative: disband-ment, n.

disbar, tr. v., to expel from the bar. — Formed
fr. dis- and bar, 'rod of metal'. Cp. debar.

Derivative: disbar-ment, n.

disbelief, n. — A hybrid coined fr. dis-, a pref.

of Latin origin, and the Teut. word belief.

disbelieve, tr. and intr. v. — A hybrid coined fr.

dis- and the Teut. word believe. See prec. word.

Derivatives: disbeliev-er, n., disbeliev-ing-ly,

adv.

disbench, tr. v., i) to deprive of a bench; 2) to

deprive a bencher of the membership of an Inn
of Court. — Formed fr. dis- and bench. Cp.
bencher.

disbranch, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and branch.

disbud, tr. V. — Formed fr. dis- and bud.

disburden, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and burden.

disburse, tr. and intr. v. — Fr. earlier disbourse,

fr. OF. desbourser, which is formed fr. des- (fr.

L. dis-) and bourse. See dis- and bourse. E. dis-

burse was assimilated in form to Late L. bursa.

Derivatives: disburse-ment, n., disburs-er, n.

disc, n. — See disk. The spelling disc is used esp.

in zoology.

discalceate, adj., unshod, barefooted (said of
members of religious orders). — L. discalcedtus,

'unshod, barefooted', fr. dis-, and calcedtus, pp.
of calcedre, 'to furnish with shoes', fr, calceus,

'shoe'. See Calceolaria and adj. suff. -ate and cp.

calceate.

discalced, adj., discalceate. — Formed fr. dis- and
calced. Cp. prec. word.

discard, tr. v. — Lit. "to throw a card away', fr.

dis- and card.

Derivatives: discard, n., discard-er, n.

discern, tr. v., to distinguish. — F. discerner, fr.

L. discernere, 'to separate, set apart, divide,

distribute; to distinguish, perceive, discern, un-
derstand, decide, judge', fr. dis- and cernere, 'to

separate, sift, distinguish, discern, understand,

decide'. See certain and cp. concern, decern,

secern. Cp. also discreet.

Derivatives: discern-er, n., discernible (q.v.),

discern-ing, adj., discern-ing-ly, adv., discern-

ment, n.

discernible, adj. — F. discernable, fr. discerner.

U5b

The English word was refashioned after L. dis-

cernihilis. See discern and -ibie.

Derivatives: discernible-ness, n., discernibl-y,

adv.

discerp, tr. v., to tear to pieces. — L. discerpere,

'to tear to pieces, rend', fr. dis- and carpere, 'to

pluck, gather'; see carpeL For the change of

Latin d (in carpere) to e (in dis-cerpere) see ac-

cent and cp. words there referred to.

discerptible, adj. — Formed with suflF. -ible fr.

L. discerptus, pp. of discerpere. See prec. word.
Derivatives: discerptibil-ity, n., discerptible-ness,

n., discerptibl-y, adv.

discerption, n. — L. discerptio, gen. -onis, 'a tear-

ing to pieces, rending', fr. discerptus, pp. of dis-

cerpere. See discerp and -ion.

discharge, tr. and intr. v. — ME. dischargen, des-

chargen, fr. OF. deschargier, descharger (F. de-

charger), 'to unload, unlade, discharge', fr. VL.
*discarricdre, fr. dis- and *carricdre, 'to put

a load on'. See charge, v.

Derivatives: discharge, n., discharg-er, n., dis-

charg-ing, n.

disciple, n. — ME., fr. OE. discipul, fr. L. disci-

pulus, 'pupil, disciple', fr. *dis-cipere, 'to seize

mentally', fr. dis- and capere, 'to catch, seize,

take hold of, take, receive'. See captive. For the

change of Latin a (in cdpere) to ("(in dis-cipulus)

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

Folk etymology has associated L. discipulus

with discere, 'to learn', although derivatively the

two words are not related.

disciplinable, adj. — Late L. disciplindbilis, fr.

L. disciplina. See discipline and -able.

Derivatives: disciplinabil-ity, n., disciplinable-

ness, n.

disciplinary, adj. — ML. disciplindrius (whence
also F. disciplinaire), fr. L. disciplina. See next

word and -ary.

Derivatives: disciplinar-ian, adj. and n.

discipline, n. — ME., fr. F., fr. L. disciplina,

instruction, teaching, learning, knowledge,
science', fr. discipulus. See disciple and subst.

suff. -ine.

Derivative: disciplin-al, adj.

discipline, tr. v. — F. discipliner, fr. ML. disci-

plindre, 'to teach', fr. L. disciplina. See disci-

pline, n.

discipular, adj., pertaining to a disciple. —
Formed with suff. -ar fr. L. discipulus. See

disciple.

disclaim, tr. and intr. v. — AF.-OF. disclamer,

desclamer, fr. dis-, des- (fr. L. dis-) and clamer,

'to call, cry out, claim'. See dis- and claim and
cp. declaim.

disclaimer, n., one who disclaims. — Formed fr.

prec. word with agential suff. -er.

disclaimer, n., denial of a claim {law). — AF.
disclamer, desclamer, inf. used as a noun; see

disclaim. For the subst. use of the infinitive in

legal terminology see attainder and cp. words
there referred to.
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disclamation, n., the act of disclaiming. — ML.
discldmdtio, fr. discldmdtus, pp. of discldmdre.

See disclaim and -ation.

disclose, tr. v. — ME. desclosen, disclosen, fr. OF.
desclos- pres. stem of desclore (F. declare), fr.

des- (fr. L. dis) and clore, 'to shut, close' (fr. L.

claudere). See dis- and close, adj.

Derivatives: disclos-ed, adj., disclos-er, n., dis-

closure (q.v.)

disco-, before a vowel disc-, combining form
meaning 'disk'.— Gk. 8t(Txo-, Sicrx.-, fr. Sioxo?,

'quoit, disk'. See disk.

discobolus, n., a discus thrower. — L., fr. Gk.
SioxopoXoi;, 'a quoit thrower', fr. Sicrxoi;, 'quoit,

discus', and -p<iXoi;, 'thrower of, which stands

in gradational relationship to PaXXsiv, 'to throw'.

See disco- and ballistic.

discoid, adj., having the form of a disk. — Gk.
SictxosiStj?, 'resembling a quoit', fr. Sioxo?,

'quoit, disk', and -oeiSt)?, 'like', fr. elSoq, 'form,

shape'. See disco- and -oid.

discolor, discoloin*, tr. and intr. v. — OF. des-

colorer (F. decolorer), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and
coldrdre, 'to color'. See dis- and color, v.

Derivatives: discolo(u)r, n., discolo{u)r-ation, n.

discomfit, tr. v. — ME. discomfiten, fr. OF. des-

confit, 'defeated', pp. o( desconfire (F. deconfire),

'to defeat', fr. VL. disconficere, fr. dis- and L.

conficere, 'to put together, make ready, prepare,

bring about, accomplish, produce, consume'.

See confect and cp. comfit.

discomfiture, n. — OF. descomfiture (F. deconfi-

ture), fr. desconfire. See prec. word and -ure.

discomfort, tr. v. — OF. desconforter (F. decon-

forter), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and conforter. See

dis- and comfort, v.

discomfort, n. — OF. desconfort (F. deconfort),

fr. desconforter. See discomfort, v.

discomfortable, adj. — OF. desconfortable. See

discomfort and -able and cp. comfortable.

discommode, tr. v., to inconvenience, — Formed
fr. dis- and L. commoddre, 'to make fit, acco-

modate', fr. commodus, 'fit, suitable, convenient'.

See dis- and commode.

discommodity, n., inconvenience. — Formed fr.

dis- and commodity.

discommon, tr. v., to deprive of the character of

a common. — Formed fr, dis- and common, n,

discompose, tr, v, — Formed fr, dis- and compose.

Derivatives: discompos-ed, adj,, discompos-ed-

ly, adv,, discompos-ing , adj., discompos-ing-ly,

adv., discompos-ure, n.

disconcert, tr. v. — Obsol. F. disconcerter (cor-

responding to F. deconcerter). See dis- and
concert.

Derivatives: disconcert-ed, adj., disconcert-ed-

ly, adv., disconcert-ed-ness, n., disconcert-ing,

adj., disconcert-ing-ly, adv., disconcert-ing-ness,

n., disconcert-ion, n., disconcert-ment, n.

disconnect, tr. v., to disjoin, separate. — Formed
fr. dis- and connect.

Derivatives: disconnect-ed, adj., disconnect-ed-

discourage

ly, adv., disconnect-ed-ness, n., disconnection

(q.v.), disconnect-ive, adj., disconnect-or, n.

disconnection, disconnexion, n. — Formed fr.

dis- and connection, connexion.

disconsolate, adj., inconsolable, sad. — ML. dis-

cdnsdldtus, fr. dis- and L, consdldtus, pp. of con-

soldri, 'to console, comfort'. See console, v., and
adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: disconsolate-ly, adv., disconsolate-

ness, n.

discontent, n., want of content. — Formed fr.

dis- and content, n.

discontent, tr. v., to dissatisfy. — Formed fr. dis-

and content, v.

Derivatives: discontent-ed, adj., discontent-ed-

ly, adv., discontent-ed-ness, n., discontent-ing,

adj., discontent-ment, n.

discontinuance, n. — AF., fr. OF. (= F.) dis-

continuer. See discontinue and -ance.

discontinuation, n. — F., fr. discontinuer. See next

word and -ation.

discontinue, tr. and intr. v. — F. discontinuer, fr.

ML. discontinudre, fr. dis- and L. continuare, 'to

join together, unite, continue'. See continue.

Derivatives: discontinu-er, n.,discontinu-ity,n.,

discontinu-ous, adj., discontinu-ous-ly, adv., dis-

continu-ous-ness, n.

discord, n. — ME. descord, discord, fr. OF. des-

corder, discorder. Cp. OF. discorde, sometimes
descorde (F. discorde), fr. L. discordia, 'dis-

cord', fr. discors, gen. discordis. See discord, v.

discord, intr. v. — ME. descorden, discorden, fr.

OF. descorder, discorder (F. discorder) (the form

discorder was refashioned after the Latin), fr.

L. discorddre, 'to be at variance, differ, dis-

agree' (whence also It. discordare, OProveng.

descordar), fr. discors, gen. discordis, 'discor-

dant, disagreeing, at variance', fr. dis- and cors,

gen. cordis, 'heart'. See cordate and cp. scor-

dato. Cp. also accord, concord.

discordance, n. — OF. descordance (F. discor-

dance), fr. descordant. See next word and -ce and
cp. concordance.

discordant, adj,— OF, descordant (F, discordant),

pres, part, of descorder (F. discorder). See dis-

cord, v., and -ant

Derivatives: discordant-ly, adv., discordant-

ness, n.

discount, n. — i6th cent. F. descompte, fr. ML.
discomputus (whence also It. disconto), fr. dis-

and L. computdre, 'to count'. See count, v.

discount, tr. and intr. v. — OF. descompter, des-

conter(F.decompter),{r. i6thcent. F. descompte.

See discount, n.

Derivative: discount-able, adj.

discountenance, tr. v., to discourage, disapprove.

— Formed fr. dis- and countenance. Cp. F. de-

contenancer.

discourage, tr. v. — OF. descoragier, descoura-

gier (F. decourager), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and
corage (F. courage). See dis- and courage and
cp. encourage.
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Derivatives: discouragement (q.v.), discourag-er,

n., discourag-ing, adj., discourag-ing-ly, adv.

discouragement, n. — OF. descouragement (F. de-

couragement), fr. descouragier. See prec. word
and -ment.

discourse, n. — F. discours, fr. L. discursus, 'a

running to and fro', in Late L., 'a conversation,

discourse', fr. discurs-(um), pp. stem of discur-

rere, 'to run to and fro', fr. dis- and currere, 'to

run'. See course.

Derivatives: discourse, intr. and tr. v., discours-

er, n., discoursive (q.v.).

discoursive, adj., i) pertaining to discourse; 2) ra-

tional; 3) discursive. — Formed from prec.

word with suff. -ive. Cp. discursive.

Derivatives: discoursive-ly, adv., discoursive-

ness, n.

discourteous, adj., impolite, rude. — Formed fr.

dis- and courteous. Cp. F. discourtois.

Derivatives: discourteous-Iy, adv., discourteous-

ness, n.

discourtesy, n. — Formed fr. dis- and courtesy.

Cp. F. discourtoisie.

discover, tr. v. — OF. descovrir, descouvrir (F. de-

couvrir), fr. Late L. discooperire, fr. dis- and L.

cooperire, 'to cover wholly'. See cover.

Derivatives: discover-ahle, adj., discover-abil-

ity, n., discover-abl-y, adv., discover-er, n., dis-

covert (q.v.), discovery (q.v.)

discovert, adj., not covert, unmarried (prop, not

protected by a husband) (law). — OF. descovert,

descouvert (F. decouvert), 'uncovered', prop. pp.

of descovrir, descouvrir. See prec. word and cp.

covert.

discovery, n. — Formed fr. discover on analogy

of recovery.

discredit, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and credit.

Derivatives: discredit, n., discredit-able, adj.,

discredit-ahl-y, adv.

discreet, adj., prudent. — OF. (= F.) discret, fr.

L. discretus, pp. of discernere, 'to separate, set

apart, discern'. See discern and cp. discrete. Cp.

also decern, secern.

discrepancy, n,, difference. — OF. discrepance,

fr. L. discrepantia, 'discordance, discrepancy',

fr. discrepans, gen. -ant is. See next word and -cy.

discrepant, adj., different. — L. discrepans, gen.

-amis, pres. part, of discrepdre, 'to sound dif-

ferently, differ, vary', fr. dis- and crepdre, 'to

rattle, crack, break with a crack, burst'. See cre-

pitate and -ant.

Derivative: discrepant-ly, adv.

discrete, adj., separate. — L. discretus, pp. of

discernere. See discreet, which is a doublet of

discrete.

Derivatives: discrete-ly, adv., discrete-ness, n.

discretion, n. — OF. descrecion, discrecion (F.

discretion), fr. L. discretionem, ace. of discretio,

'separation, discrimination, discernment', fr.

discretus, pp. oi discernere. See discreet and -ion.

Derivatives: discretion-al, adj., discretion-al-ly,

adv., discretion-ary, adj., discretion-ari-ly, adv.

discriminant, adj., discriminating. — L. discri-

mindns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of discrimindre.

See next word and -ant.

discriminate, intr. and tr. v. — L. discrimindtus,

pp. of discrimindre, 'to divide, separate, distin-

guish, distribute, apportion', fr. discrimen, gen.

discriminis, 'interval, distinction, difference,

turning point, critical moment, decision', from
the stem of discernere (pp. discretus), 'to separ-

ate, set apart, discern'. See discern and cp.

crime, criminate, incriminate, recriminate.

Derivatives: discriminat-ing, adj., discriminat-

ing-ly, adv., discrimination (q.v.), discriminat-

ive, adj., discriminat-ive^ly, adv., discriminat-ory,

adj.

discrimination, n. — Late L. discrimindtio, gen.

-dnis, 'the contrasting of opposite thoughts', fr.

L. discrimindtus, pp. of discrimindre. See prec.

word and -ion.

discrown, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and crown.

disculpate, tr. v., to exculpate. — ML. disculpd-

tus, pp. of disculpdre, 'to free from blame', fr.

dis- and L. culpdre, 'to reproach, blame', fr.

culpa, 'fault, blame'. See culpable and verbal

suff. -ate and cp. exculpate.

Derivatives: disculpat-ion, n., disculpat-ory, adj.

discursion, n. — Late L. discursid, gen. -onis, 'a

running to and fro', fr. L. discur.s-(um), pp. stem

of discurrere. See next word and -ion.

discursive, adj., 1) running to and fro (rare);

2) rambling. — F. discursif (km. discursive), fr.

discurs-(um), pp. stem of discurrere, 'to run to

and fro'. See discourse and -ive and cp. dis-

coursive.

Derivatives: discursive-ly, adv., discursive-ness,

n.

discus, n., a disk. — L., fr. Gk. Slctko?, 'quoit,

disk'. See disk.

discuss, tr. and intr. v. — L. discussus, pp. of dis-

cutere, 'to shake violently, shatter, dash to pie-

ces, scatter, disperse', in Late L. 'to discuss',

fr. dis- and quatere, 'to shake, wield, brandish,

strike, shatter'. See quash, 'to annul', and cp.

concuss, concussion, percuss, percussion.

Derivatives: discuss-er, n., discuss-ible, adj., dis-

cussion (q.v.), discuss-ive, adj.

discussion, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. discussionem,

ace. of discussio, 'a shaking', in Late L. 'dis-

cussion', fr. discussus, pp. of discutere. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivative: discussion-al, adj.

disdain, tr. v. — ME. disdaynen, fr. OF. des-

deignier, desdeigner (F. dedaigner), fr. VL. *dis-

digndre, corresponding to L. dedigndri. 'to dis-

dain', prop, 'to reject as unworthy'. Cp. It.

sdegnare, Ofroveng. desdenhar, Sp. desdenar,

'to disdain', and see dis- and deign.

Derivative: disdain-er, n.

disdain, n. — ME. disdayn, fr. OF. desdeign, des-

dain (F. dedain), fr. desdeignier. See disdain, v.

Derivatives: disdain-ful, adj., disdain-ful-ly,a.dv.,

disdain-ful-ness, n.
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disease, n. — ME. disese, desese, fr. OF. desaise,

lit. 'lack of ease', fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and aise,

'ease'. See dis- and ease,

disease, tr. v. — ME. disesen, fr. OF. desaaisier,

fr. desaise, 'disease'. See disease, n.

Derivative: diseas-ed, adj.

disembark, tr. and intr. v. — F. desembarquer, fr.

des- (fr. L. dis-) and embarquer, 'to embark'. See
dis- and embark.

Derivative: disembark-ation, n.

disembarrass, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and em-
barrass, on analogy of F. desembarrasser. Cp.
debarrass. Derivative : disembarrass-ment, n.

disembody, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and embody.
Derivative: disembodi-ment, n.

disemtwgue, tr. and intr. v., to flow into the sea,

lake, etc. ; to empty. — Sp. desembocar, fr. des-

(fr. L. dis-) and embocar, 'to put or enter into

the mouth', fr. em-, assimilated form of en-, 'in',

and boca, 'mouth', fr. L. bucca, 'cheek'. See in-,

'in', and buccal, and cp. debouch,

disembosom, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. dis-

and embosom and lit. meaning 'to cast from
the bosom'.

disembowel, tr. v., to remove the bowels from. —
Formed fr. dis- and embowel,

diseme, n., a syllable of two times (pros.) — See

next word.

disemic, adj., having the length of two times

(pros.) — Formed with suff. -ic fr. Late L.

disemus, 'dissyllabic', fr. Gk. Sictyj(ji,o<;, fr. St-

(see di-, 'two'), and a^|j.a, 'sign'. See semantics

and cp. words there referred to.

disenchant, tr. v. — F. desenchanter, fr. des- (fr. L.

dis-) and enchanter, 'to enchant, bewitch'. See

dis- and enchant.

Derivatives: disenchant-er, n., disenchant-ment,

n.

disencumber, tr. v. — F. desencombrer, fr. des-

(fr. L. dis-) and encombrer, 'to obstruct, en-

cumber'. See dis- and encumber,

disenfranchise, tr. v., to disfranchise. — Formed
fr. dis- and enfranchise. Cp. disfranchise.

E)erivative: disenfranchise-ment, n.

disengage, tr. v. — Formed fr. dis- and engage.

Derivatives : disengag-ed, adj., disengage-ment,n.

disfavor, disfavour, n. — Formed fr. dis- and
Civor, favour.

Derivative: disfavo(u)r, tr. v.

disfigure, tr. v. — OF. desfigurer (F. defigurer),

fr. VL. *disfigurdre, fr. dis- and L. figurdre, 'to

form, fashion', fr. figura, 'form, shape'. See

figure, n.

Derivatives: disfigur-ation, n., disfigure-ment,

n., disfigur-er, n.

disforest, tr. v., to disafforest. — Formed fr. dis-

and forest. Cp. deforest, disafforest,

disfranchise, tr. v., to deprive of a franchise. —
Formed fr. dis- and franchise. Cp. disenfran-

chise.

Derivative: disfranchise-ment, n.

disgorge, tr. v., to throw out from the throat. —

OF. desgorger (F. degorger), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-)

and gorge, 'throat'. See dis- and gorge.

disgrace, n. — F. disgrace, fr. It. disgrazia, fr.

dis- (fr. L. dis-) and grazia, 'grace', fr. L. gratia,

'favor, kindness, charm'. See dis- and grace, v.

Derivatives: disgrace-ful, adj., disgrace-ful-ly,

adv., disgrace-ful-ness, n.

disgrace, tr. v. — F. disgracier, fr. disgrace. See
disgrace, n.

disgruntle, tr. v., to make discontented. —
Formed fr. dis- and gruntle, freq. of grunt.

Derivatives : disgruntl-ed, adj.,disgruntle-ment,n.

disguise, tr. v.— ME. desguisen, desgisen, degisen,

fr. OF, desguisier, desguiser (F. deguiser), fr.

des- (fr. L. dis-) and OF. (= F.) guise. See dis-

and guise.

Derivatives: disguise, n., disguis-ed, adj., dis-

guis-ed-ly, adv., disguis-ed-ness, n., disguis-er, n.

disgust, tr. V. — Earlier F. desgouster (F. de-

goUter), 'to disgust', fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and
gouster (F. gouter), 'to taste', fr. L. gustdre, of

s.m. See gust, 'relish', and cp. degust.

Derivatives: disgust-ed, adj., disgust-ed-ly, adv.,

disgust-ed-ness, n., disgust-er, n., disgust-ing,

adj., disgust-ing-ly, adv., disgust-ing-ness, n.

disgust, n. — Earlier F. desgoust (¥. degout), fr.

desgouster. See disgust, v.

Derivatives : </«.?«.?/-/«/, adj., disgust-ful-ly, adv.,

disgust-ful-ness, n.

dish, n. — ME. disch, fr. OE. disc, 'dish, plate,

bowl', rel. to ON. diskr, 'dish', OS. disk, 'table',

OHG. tisc, 'dish; table', MHG., G. tisch,

'table', fr, L. discus, 'quoit', in Late L. 'dish*

(so called because of its shape), fr. Gk. Siuxoi;,

'quoit, disk', which is dissimilated fr. *Six-axo?

and prop, means 'that which is thrown', from
the stem of Sizeiv, 'to throw, cast', whence also

SlxTuov, 'net'. Cp. dais, desk, disc, discus and
the second element in oftish. Cp. also Dictynidae,

Dictynna, dictyo-.

Derivatives: dish, tr. and intr. v., dish-ed, adj.,

dish-er, n.

dishabille, also deshabille, n., negligee, undress.

— F. deshabille, prop. pp. of deshabiller, 'to un-

dress', used as a noun, fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and
habiller, 'to dress'. See dis- and habiliment. For

the loss of the French pp. suff. -e in E. deshabille

cp. costive and words there referred to.

disherison, n., the act of disinheriting (archaic).

— Fr. earlier disheriteson, fr. OF. desheriteison,

fr. desheriter, 'to disinherit', fr. des- (fr. L. dis-)

and heriter, 'to inherit', fr. L. hereditdre, 'to in-

herit'. See heredity and cp. disinherit.

dishevel, tr. v. — Back formation fr. disheveled.

disheveled, dishevelled, adj., disarranged; untidy;

tousled.— Formed with suff.-ed fr. 0¥.descheve-

le, 'disheveled', fr. ML. discapilldtus, 'stripped

of hair', fr. dis- and L. capillus, 'hair'. In F.

echevele, 'disheveled', the pref. des- has been re-

placed by the pref. e- (fr. L. ex-, 'out of, from'

;

see 1st ex-). See capillary.

dishonest, adj. — ME. dishoneste, fr. OF. des-



dishonest/ ^0

honeste (F. deshonnete), fr. VL. dishonestus (cor-

responding to L. dehonestus), fr. dis- and L.

honestus. See honest.

Derivative : dishonest-ly, adv.

dishonesty, n. — OF. deshoneste (F. deshonnSteti),

fr. deshoneste, adj. See prec. word and cp.

honesty.

dishonor, dishonour, n. — OF. deshonor (F. des-

honneur), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and honor. See dis-

and honor, n.

dishonor, dishonour, tr. v. — OF. deshonorer (F.

dishonorer), fr. Late L. dishonordre, 'to dis-

honor", fr. dis- and L. honordre, 'to honor'. See

honor, v.

Derivatives: dishono(u)r-able, adj., dishono(u)r-

able-ness, n., dishono(u)r-abl-y, adv.

dishorse, tr. and intr. v. — A hybrid coined fr.

dis-, a pref. of Latin origin, and the Teut. word
horse.

disinherit, tr. v., to deprive of the right to in-

herit. — Formed fr. dis- and inherit, in the now
obsolete sense 'to make one's heir'. Cp. dis-

herison.

Derivative: disinherit-ance, n.

disject, tr. v., to scatter, disperse. — L. disjectus,

pp. of disicere (less correctly disjicere), 'to throw

asunder, scatter', fr. dis- and jdcere, 'to throw'.

See jet, 'to spirt forth'. For the change of Latin

a (in jdcere) to e (in dis-jectus) see accent and

cp. words there referred to.

disjecta membra, scattered members. — See dis-

ject and member.

disjoin, tr. v. — OF. desjoindre (F. disjoindre, de-

joindre), fr. L. disjungere, 'to disjoin, disunite,

separate', fr. dis- and jungere, 'to join'. See join

and cp. disjoint, disjunct, disjunction.

disjoint, adj. — OF. desjoint (fr. L. disjunctus),

pp. of desjoindre. See prec. word and cp. dis-

junct, conjoint.

Derivatives: disjoinl-ed, adj., disjoint-ed-ly,adv.,

disjoint-ed-ness, n.

disjunct, adj. — L. disjunctus, pp. of disjungere.

See disjoin.

disjunction, n. — L. disjUnctio, gen. -onis, 'separ-

ation', fr. disjunctus, pp. of disjungere. See dis-

junct and -ion and cp. junction, conjunction.

disjunctive, adj. — L. disjUnclivus, 'placed in op-

position', fr. disjunctus, pp. of disjungere. See

disjoin and -ive and cp. conjunctive, subjunctive.

Derivatives: disjunctive, n., disjunctive-ly, adv.

disk, also disc, n. (the latter spelling is used es-

pecially in zoology). — L. discus, 'quoit, disk',

fr. Gk. SiCTxoc;. See dish and cp. words there

referred to.

dislikable, adj. — Formed from the verb dislike

with sufT. -able; first used by Carlyle. Cp. adopt-

able, affordable, forgettable.

dislike, tr. v. — A hybrid coined fr. dis- (fr. L.

dis-) and like, 'to be fond of (fr. OE. gettcian).

Cp. the verb mislike, in which both elements

are Teutonic.

Derivative : dislike, n.

dislocate, tr. v., i) to put out of joint ; 2) to upset.

— ML. dislocdtus, pp. of dislocdre, 'to put out

of place', fr. dis- and locdre, 'to put, place*, fr.

locus, 'place'. See locate.

dislocation, n. — ML. dislocdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

dislocdtus, pp. of dislocdre. See prec. word and
-ion.

dislodge, tr. v. — OF. deslogier, desloger (F. de-

loger), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and logier, loger, 'to

lodge'. See dis- and lodge, v.

Derivative : dislodg-ment, n. ,

disloyal, adj. — OF. desloial (F. deloyal), fr. des-

(fr. L. dis-) and loial (F. loyal). — See dis-and

loyaL

Derivatives: disloyal-ly, adv., disloyalty (q.v.),

and the hybrid noun disloyal-ist, n.

disloyalty, n. — OF. desloiaute (F. deloyaute), fr.

OF. desloial. See disloyal and -ty and cp.

loyalty.

dismal, n., a period of dies mall, or 'unlucky

days'; adj., i) gloomy; dreary; 2) miserable. —
ME. dysmal, fr. OF. dis mal, 'evil, or unlucky,

day', fr. L. dies mall, 'evil, unfortunate days'.

See deity and mal-.

Derivatives: dismal-ly, adv., dismal-ness, n.

dismantle, tr. v. — OF. desmanteler (F. deman-

teler), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and manteler, 'to cover

with a mantle', fr. mantel, 'mantle'. See dis- and
mantle.

Derivatives: dismantle-ment, n., dismantl-er, n.

dismay, tr. v., to discourage. — ME. dismayen,

fr. OF. *desmayer, *dismayer (occurring only in

the form of the pp. dismaye), a collateral form of

esmayer, 'to trouble, disturb, frighten' (whence

OF. esmais, esmoi, F. emoi, 'anxiety'), fr. VL.
*exmagdre, 'to remove the power from', a hy-

brid coined fr. L. pref. ex-, 'out of, from', and
Teut. *magan, 'to be able'. See dis- and the

auxiliary verb may. Cp. It. smagare, 'to weaken,

dismay, discourage', smagarsi, 'to be discour-

aged', OProvenf. esmagar, esmaiar, 'to trouble'.

Port, esmagar, 'to crash', which all derive fr.

VL. *exmagdre. Sp. desmayar, 'to be dispirited',

is an OF. loan word.

Derivatives: dismay, n., loss of courage, dismay-

ed, adj., dismay-ed-ness, n.

dismember, tr. v. — OF. desmembrer (F. demem-
brer), fr. VL. dismembrdre (corresponding to L.

demembrdre), 'to dismember', fr. dis- and mem-
brum, 'member'. See member.

Derivatives: dismember-ed, adj., dismember-er,

n., dismemberment (q.v.)

dismemberment, n. — OF. desmembrement (F.

demembrement), fr. desmembrer. See prec. word

and -ment.

dismiss, tr. v. — Formed, with change of suffix

di- to dis-, fr. L. dimissus, pp. of dimittere, 'to

send apart, send away', fr. di-, 'apart', and mit-

tere, 'to send'. See mission.

Derivatives: dismiss-al, n., dismiss-ible, adj.,

dismiss-ion, n., dismiss-ive, adj.

disnative, tr. v. — OF. desnaturer (F. denaturer).
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fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and nature. See dis- and

nature,

disobedience, n. — OF. desobedience, fr. VL.

*disoboedientia (corresponding to L. inoboe-

dientia), fr. *disoboediens, gen. -entis. See dis-

and obedience,

disobedient, adj. — OF. desobedient, fr. VL. *dis-

oboedientem, ace. of *disoboediens, which cor-

responds to L. inoboediens, 'disobedient'. See

dis- and obedient and cp. next word.

Derivative: disobedient-ly, adv.

disobey, tr. and intr. v. — F. desobeir, fr. VL.

*disoboedire, corresponding to L. inoboedire,

'to disobey'. See dis- and obey,

disoblige, tr. v. — F. desobliger, fr. des- (fr. L.

dis-) and obliger, 'to oblige'. See dis- and oblige.

Derivatives: disoblig-er, n., disoblig-ing, adj.,

disoblig-ing-ly, adv.

disorder, n. — Formed fr. dis- and order, on

analogy of F. desordre.

Derivatives: disorder, tr. v., disorder-ed, adj.,

disorder-ed-ly, adv., disorder-ed-ness, n., dis-

order-ly, adj., n. and adv., disorder-li-ness, n.

disorganization, n. — F. disorganisation, fr. dis-

organiser. See next word and -ation.

disorganize, tr. v. — Coined by Edmund Burke

(1729-97) fr. dis- and organize, on analogy of

F. desorganiser.

Derivatives: disorganization (q.v.), disorganiz-

er, n.

disparage, tr. v., to belittle. — OF. desparagier

(F. deparager), orig. 'to marry below one's

rank', fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and parage, 'equality

of rank', fr. VL. *pardticum, fr. L. par, 'equal'.

See dis-, pair and verbal suff. -age.

Derivatives: disparag-er, n., disparag-ing, adj.,

disparag-ing-ly, adv.

disparagement, n. — OF. desparagement, fr. des-

paragier. See prec. word and -ment.

disparate, adj., unequal. — L. dispardtus, pp. of

dispardre, 'to part, separate', fr. dis- and pardre,

'to prepare'. See pare and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: disparate-ly, adv., disparate-ness,n.

disparity, n., inequality. — F. dispariti. See dis-

and parity,

dispart, tr. and intr. v., to divide, separate. —
OF. despartir (F. departir), fr. L. dispartire, a

collateral form of dispertire, 'to divide, distri-

bute', fr. dis- and partire, 'to divide', fr. pars,

gen. partis, 'part'. See part, v., and cp. depart,

dispart, n., the difference between the semidia-

meters at the breech of a gun and at its muzzle.

— Fr. prec. word.

dispatch, despatch, tr. v. — Sp.-Port. despachar,

'to hasten, speed', fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and VL.
*pactdre, 'to fasten, fix', freq. of L. pangere (pp.

pactus), 'to make firm, fasten', which is rel. to

paciscT, 'to make a treaty', pax, gen. pdcis,

'peace'. See dis- and pact and cp. words there

referred to. The correct spelling is dispatch. The
spelling despatch is due to an error in Johnson's

Dictionary. Cp. It. dispacciare, 'to dispatch'.

which is formed fr. dis- and VL. *pactidre, fr.

L. pactus, pp. of pangere (see above). F. de-

pecher, 'to dispatch', is not related to Sp.-Port.

despachar, but derives fr. dis- and L. -pedicdre

(in impedicdre), 'to catch in a trap', fr. pedica,

'shackle, fetter' (see dipeche).

Derivatives: dispatch, n. (q.v.), dispatch-er, n.

dispatch, despatch, n. — Sp.-Port. despacho, fr.

despachar. See prec. word.

dispel, tr. v. — L. dispellere, 'to drive away, scat-

ter', fr. dis- and pellere, 'to push, drive'. See

pulse, 'throb', and cp. appeal and words there

referred to.

Derivative: dispell-er, n.

dispensable, adj. — ML. dispensdbilis, fr. L. dis-

pensdre. See dispense and -able.

Derivatives: dispensabil-ity, n., dispensable-

ness, n.

dispensary, n. — Prop, 'a place where medicines

are weighed out'. See dispense and subst. suff.

-ary.

dispensation, n. — F., fr. L. dispensdtionem, ace.

of dispensdtio, fr. dispensdtus, pp. of dispensdre.

See next word and -ation.

Derivative: dispensatfon-al, adj.

dispense, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) dispenser, fr. L. dis-

petisdre, 'to weigh out, pay out, distribute; to

manage, regulate, control, impart', freq. of dis-

pendere (pp. dispensus), 'to weigh out', fr. dis-

and peni/ere, 'to weigh out, pay out; to consider,

ponder'. See pension and cp. spend. Cp. also

spence.

Derivatives: dispensable (q.v.), dispens-er, n.

dispeople, tr. v. — OF. despeupler (F. depeupler),

fr. des- (fr. L. dis-), and peupler, 'to people,

populate', fr. peuple, 'people'. See dis- and

people.

disperse, tr. and intr. v. — F. disperser, fr. L.

dispersus, pp. of dispergere, 'to scatter, dis-

perse', fr. dis- and spargere, 'to sprinkle, scatter,

disperse, divide'. See sparse and cp. asperse.

For the change of Latin a (in spargere) to e

(in di-spergere, di-spersus) see accent and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: dispers-al, n., dispers-ed-ly, adv.,

dispers-ible, adj., dispers-ibil-ity, n., dispersion

(q.v.), dispers-ive, adj., dispers-ive-ly, adv.,

dispers-ive-ness, n.

dispersion, n. — F., fr. L. dispersidnem, ace. of

dispersio, 'a scattering', fr. dispersus, pp. of dis-

pergere. See prec. word and -ion.

dispirit, tr. v., to discourage. — Formed fr. dis-

and spirit.

Derivatives: dispirit-ed-ly, adv., dispirit-ed-

ness, n.

displace, tr. v. — OF. desplacer (F. diplacer), fr.

des- (fr. L. dis-), and placer, 'to place'. See dis-

and place, V.

Derivatives: displace-ment, n., displac-er, n.

displacency, n. — ML. displacentia (for L. dis-

plicentia), 'dissatisfaction', fr. dis-, L. placere,

'to please'. See displease and -ency.



display

display, tr. v. — OF. despleier (F. deployer), 'to

unfold', fr. L. displicare, 'to unfold, scatter',

fr. dis- and plicare, 'to fold'. See ply, 'to bend',

and cp. plicate. Cp. also deploy.

Derivatives: display, n., display-ed, adj., dis-

play-er, n.

displease, tr. v. — OF. desplaisir, fr. VL. *dis-

placere, corresponding to L. displicere, 'to dis-

please', fr. dis- and placere, 'to please'. See

please.

Derivatives: displeas-ed, adj., displeas-ed-ly,

adv., displeas-ing, adj., displeas-ing-ly, adv.

displeasure, n. — OF. desplaisir (F. deplaisir),

infinitive used as a noun. See prec. word and

cp. pleasure.

Derivative : displeasure, tr. v.

displume, tr. v., to deprive of feathers. — OF.
desplumer (F. dep/umer), fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and
plume, 'feather'. See dis- and plume and cp.

deplume, unplume.

disport, n., diversion; amusement (archaic). —
ME., fr. OF. desport, fr. (se) desporter. See dis-

port, V.

disport, intr. and tr. v., to amuse (oneself). —
OF. {se) desporter 'to seek amusement', lit. 'to

carry oneself in the opposite direction', fr. des-

(fr. L. dis-) snd porter (fr. L. portdre), 'to carry'.

See port, 'to carry', and cp. sport, which is a

doublet of disport.

Disporum, n., a genus of plants of the lily-of-the-

valley family {hot.) — ModL., formed fr. di-,

'two', and anopd, 'seed' (see spore); so called

in allusion to the two ovules in each cell.

dispose, tr. and intr. v. — OF. (= F.) disposer,

fr. L. disponere (pp. dispositus), 'to dispose',

which was Gallicized after F. poser, 'to put,

place'. See next word and cp. compose and words
there referred to. See also pose, 'to place'.

Derivatives: dispos-able, adj., dispos-abil-ity, n.,

dispos-able-ness, n., dispos-al, n., dispos-ed, adj.,

dispos-ed-ly, adv., dispos-ed-ness, n., dispos-

er, n.

disposition, n.— ME.,fr. MF.i^=F.) disposition, (r.

L. dispositionem, ace. of dispositio, 'arrangement,

management disposition', fr. dispositus, pp. of

disponere, 'to place here and there, arrange,

dispose', fr. dis- and ponere, 'to put, place'. See

position.

Derivatives: disposition-al, adj., disposition-ed,

adj.

dispositive, adj. — F. dispositif {fcm. dispositive),

formed with suff. -ive fr. L. dispositus, pp. of
disponere. See dispose.

dispossess, tr. v. — OF. despossessier, desposses-

ser, fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and possessier, possesser,

'to possess'. See dis- and possess.

Derivatives: dispossess-ion, n., dispossess-or, n.,

dispossess-ory, adj.

dispraise, tr. v., to disparage; to blame. — OF.
despreisier, despreiser, despriser, fr. VL. *dis-

pretidre, corresponding to L. depretidre, 'to

undervalue, depreciate, disregard, make light
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of. See dis- and depreciate and cp. next word.
Derivative : dispraise, n.

disprize, tr. v., not to prize, to despise. — OF.
despriser. See prec. word.

disproof, n. — Formed fr. dis- and proof, on
analogy of disprove.

disproportion. — F. See dis- and proportion.

Derivatives: disproportion, tr. v., disproportion-

al, adj., disproportion-al-ity, n., disproportion-

al-ly, adv., disproportion-ate, adj., disproportion-

ate-ly, adv., disproportion-ate-ness, n.

disprove, tr. v. — OF. desprover, fr. des- (fr. L.

dis-) and pruver, prover (F, prouver), 'to prove'.

See dis- and prove and cp. words there referred to.

disputable, adj. — L. disputdbilis, fr. disputdre.

See dispute and -able.

Derivatives: disputabil-ity, a., disputable-ness,

n., disputabl-y, adv.

disputant, adj. and n. — L. disputdns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of disputdre. See dispute and -ant.

disputation, n. — L. disputdlio, gen. -onis, 'argu-

ment, debate, dispute', fr. disputdtus, pp. of dis-

putdre. See dispute and -ation.

disputatious, adj. — See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: disputatious-ly, adv., disputatious-

ness, n.

disputative, adj. — Late L. disputdtivus, 'pertain-

ing to a dispute', fr. L. disputdtus, pp. of dis-

putdre. See next word and -ive.

Derivatives: disputative-ly, adv., disputative-

ness, n.

dispute, tr. and intr. v. — ME. desputen, disputen,

fr. OF. desputer, disputer (F. disputer), fr. L.

disputdre, 'to reckon up, calculate, examine, in-

vestigate, discuss, dispute', fr. dis- and putdre,

'to cut, trim, prune, lop, clean, cleanse; to think

over, consider, reckon, count'. See putative and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: dispute, n., disput-er, n.

disquisition, n., inquisition; examination. — L.

disquisitio, gen.-dnis, 'a search into, an inquiry',

fr. disquisitus, pp. of disquirere, 'to inquire care-

fully', fr. dis- and quaerere (pp. quaesitus), 'to

seek'. See query and -ition. For the change of

Latin ae (in quaesitus) to i (in dis-qulsitus) see

acquire and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: disquisition-al, adj.

disrate, tr. v., to reduce to a lower rating. —
Formed fr. dis- and rate, 'amount'.

disrupt, tr. v. — Back formation fr. disruption.

disruption, n. — L. disruptid, diruptid, gen. -onis,

'a breaking asunder', fr. disruptus, diruptus, pp.

of disrumpere, dirumpere, 'to break to pieces,

break asunder, sever', fr. dis-, resp. di-, 'apart',

and rumpere, 'to break, burst, tear'. See rupture

and -ion.

disruptive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

disruptus, pp. of disrumpere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: disruptive-ly, adv., disruptive-ness,

n.

diss-, form of disso- before a vowel.

dissect, tr. v., to cut apart. — L. dissectus, pp. of
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dissecdre, 'to cut to pieces', fr. dis- and secdre,

'to cut; to cut off'. See section.

Derivatives: dissect-ed, adj., dissect-ing, adj.,

dissection (q.v.), dissect-ive, adj., dissect-or, n.

dissection, n. — L. dissectid, gen. -onis, 'a cutting

to pieces', fr. dissectus, pp. of dissecdre; see prec.

word and -ion. The term dissection was intro-

duced by the English philosopher. Baron Veru-

1am Francis Bacon (1561-1626).

Derivative: dissection-al, adj.

disseize, disseise, tr. v., to deprive of seizing or

possession (law). — OF. dessaisir, fr. des- (fr. L.

dis-) and saisir, 'to seize'. See dis- and seize and
cp. next word.

disseizin, disseisin, n., the act of disseizing (Jaw).

— Formed fr. dis- and seizin. Cp. prec. word.

dissemble, tr. and intr. v. — Fr. earlier dissimule,

fr. OF. dissimuler, 'to dissemble', fr. L. dissi-

muldre (see dissimulate); influenced in form by
assemble, resemble.

Derivative: dissembl-er, a.

disseminate, tr. v., to spread, scatter abroad. —
L. dissemindtus, pp. of dissemindre, 'to scatter

seed, to spread abroad', fr. dis- and semindre,

'to sow', fr. semen, gen. seminis, 'seed'. See dis-,

semen and verbal suff. -ate.

dissemination, n. — L. dissemindtid, gen. -dnis, 'a

scattering of seed, a sowing', fr. dissemindtus,

pp. of dissemindre. See prec. word and -ion.

disseminator, n.— Late L. dissemindtor, 'one who
scatters seed', fr. L. dissemindtus, pp. of dis-

semindre. See disseminate and agential suff. -or.

dissension, n., disagreement. — F., fr. L. dis-

sensionem, ace. of dissensid, 'difference of

opinion, disagreement, dissension', fr. dissen-

sus, pp. of dissentire. See dissent and -ion.

dissent, intr. v., to disagree. — L. dissentire, 'to

differ in sentiment, disagree, be unlike', fr. dis-

and sentire, 'to perceive by the senses, to feel'.

See sense and cp. assent, consent, resent.

Derivatives: dissent, n., dissenl-er, n., dissent-

ing, adj., dissent-ing-ly, adv.

dissentient, adj., dissenting. — L. dissentiens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of dissentire. See dissent

and -lent and cp. sentient.

dissepiment, n., a partition, enclosure. — L. dis-

saepimentum, 'a partition', lit. 'that which se-

parates', fr. dissaepire, 'to part off, separate, di-

vide', fr. dis- and saepire, 'to hedge in, fence in,

enclose'. See septum and -raent.

dissert, tr. v., to dissertate (rare). — L. dissertus,

pp. of disserere, 'to examine, argue, discuss,

discourse on', fr. dis- and serere, 'to join, bind

together, connect'. See series and cp. assert, in-

sert. Cp. also next word.

dissertate, intr. v., to discourse, discuss. — L.

dissertdtus, pp. of dissertdre, 'to discuss, argue,

debate', freq. of disserere (pp. dissertus). See

prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

dissertation, n. — L. dissertdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

dissertdtus, pp. of dissertdre. See prec. word and
-ion.

disserve, tr. v., to serve ill. — Formed fr. dis- and
serve, on analogy of F. desservir.

disservice, n., ill service. — Formed fr. dis- and
service, on analogy of F. desservice.

dissever, tr. v., to sever, separate. — AF. dese-

verer, corresponding to OF. dessevrer, desseve-

rer, fr. des- (fr. L. dis-) and severer, 'to separ-

ate'. See dis- and sever.

disseverance, n. — OF. dessevrance, fr. dessevrer.

See dissever and -ance and cp. severance.

dissidence, n., dissent. — L. dissidentia, 'diver-

sity, contrariety', fr. dissidens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of dissidere. See next word and -ce.

dissident, adj., dissenting; n., a dissenter. — L.

dissidens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of dissidere, 'to

sit apart, be remote from, be divided, be at

variance, be unlike', fr. dis- and sedere, 'to sit'.

See sedentary. For the change of Latin e (in

sedere) to i (in dissidere) see abstinent and cp.

words there referred to.

dissilient, adj., bursting open (bot.) — L. dissi-

liens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of dissilire, 'to leap

asunder, burst asunder', fr. dis- and satire, 'to

leap'. See salient and cp. resilient, transilient.

For the change of Latin a (in satire) to i (in dis-

silire) see abigeat and cp. words there referred

to.

dissimilar, adj. — Formed fr. dis- and similar,

on analogy of F. dissimilaire.

Derivatives : dissimilar-ity, n., dissimitar-ly, adv.

dissimilate, tr. v. — Formed with verbal suff.

-ate fr. L. dissimilis, 'unlike, different', on ana-

logy of assimilate. See dis- and similar.

Derivatives: dissimitat-ion, n., dissimitat-ive, adj.

dissimilitude, n. — L. dissimilitUdd, 'unlikeness',

fr. dissimilis, 'unlike', fr. dis- and similis, 'like'.

See similar and -tude and cp. prec. word.

dissimulate, tr. v., to conceal, dissemble. — L.

dissimuldtus, pp. of dissimuldre, 'to disguise,

hide, conceal, keep secret', lit. 'to pretend that

a thing is not such as it really is', fr. dis- and
simuldre, 'to imitate, assume, pretend'. See

simulate and cp. dissemble.

dissimulation, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. dissimuld-

tidnem, ace. of dissimHldtio, 'a concealing, dis-

guising, dissimulation', fr. dissimuldtus, pp. of

dissimuldre. See prec. word and -ion.

dissipate, tr. v., i) to scatter; 2) to squander; intr.

v., i) to disappear; 2) to engage in frivolous

pleasures. — L. dissipdtus, pp. of dissipdre, 'to

scatter, disperse; to destroy; to squander', fr.

dis- and -sipdre, -supdre, 'to throw', fr. I.-E.

base *sup-, *swep-, 'to throw, swing, shake',

whence also Lith. supH (supaH), siipti, 'to swing,

rock', OSlav. siipg, suti, 'to strew', and its iter-

ative sypati, 'to shale', ra-sypati, 'to scatter',

svepiti sf, 'to be shaken about, be tossed,

agitated'. For the ending see verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: dissipat-ed, adj., dissipat-ed-ly,a.<h/.,

dissipat-ed-ness, n., dissipat-er, n., dissipation

(q.v.), dissipat-ive, adj., dissipator (q.v.)



dissipation

dissipation, n. — L. dissipatio, gen. -onis, 'dis-

persion, destruction', fr. dissipdtus, pp. of dissi-

pare. See prec. word and -ion.

dissipator, n. — L. dissipator, 'a disperser, des-

troyer', fr. dissipdtus, pp. of dissipdre. See dissi-

pate and agential sufT. -or.

disso-, before a vowel diss-, combining form

meaning 'double'. — Gk. Sioao-, Sititj-, fr. Sicr-

ao?, corresponding to Att. Sitto?, 'double',

which stand for *8ix-i°?' ^^d are rel. to hixa.,

'in two, asunder', Sk, 'twice'. See di-, 'two', and

cp. diclio- and the first element in dittography.

dissociable, adj. — L. dissociabilis, 'separating,

dividing, incompatible', fr. dissociare. See dis-

sociate and -able.

Derivatives: dissociabil-ity, n., dissociabte-

ness, n.

dissocial, adj., unsocial. — Formed fr. dis- and

social.

dissociate, tr. v., to separate. — L. dissocidtus,

pp. of dissocidre, 'to disjoin, disunite, to set at

variance', fr. dis- and socidre, 'to associate,

unite', fr. socius, 'companion'. See dis- and so-

ciable and cp. disassociate.

Derivatives: dissociation (q.v.), dissociat-ive,adij.

dissociation, n. — L. dissocidtid, gen. -dnis, 'sep-

aration', fr. dissocidtus, pp. of dissocidre. See

prec. word and -ion.

dissogeny, n., reproduction in two different pe-

riods of maturity in the same individual (zool.)

— Lit. 'double reproduction'. See disso- and

-geny.

dissoluble, adj. — L. dissolubilis, 'that whic': can

be dissolved', from the stem of dissolvere. See

dissolve and cp. soluble.

Derivatives: dissolubil-ily, n., dissoluble-ness, n.

dissolute, adj. — L. dissolntus, pp. of dissolvere.

See dissolve.

Derivatives: dissolute-ly, adv., dissolute-ness, n.

dissolution, n. — L. dissolntio, gen. -onis, 'a dis-

solving, destroying, interruption, dissolution',

fr. dissolatus, pp. of dissolvere. See dissolve and

-tion.

Derivative: dissolulion-al, adj.

dissolvable, adj. — Formed fr. dissolve with suff.

-able. Cp. dissoluble.

Derivatives: dissolvabil-ity, n., dissolvable-ness,

n.

dissolve, tr. and intr. v. — L. dissolvere (pp. dis-

solatus), 'to loosen, disunite, dissolve, separate,

abolish, destroy', fr. dis- and solvere, 'to loosen,

untie, dissolve'. See solve and cp. absolve, re-

solve.

Derivatives: dissolv-er, n., dissolv-ing, adj.

dissolvent, adj. and n. — L. dissolvens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of dissolvere. See prec. word and -ent.

dissonance, n. — F., fr. Late L. dissonantia, 'dis-

sonance', fr. L. dissondns, gen. -antis, pres. part.

of dissondre. See dissonant and -ce and cp. so-

nance and words there referred to.

dissonant, adj. — P., fr. L. dissonantem, ace. of

dissondns, pres. part, of dissondre, 'to disagree in

sound; to disagree, differ', fr. dis- and sondre,

'to sound'. See sonant and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivative: dissonant-ly, adv.

dissuade, tr. v.— L. dissuddere, 'to advise against,

oppose by argument, dissuade', fr. dis- and

suddere, 'to advise, recommend, persuade'. See

suasion and cp. assuage, persuade.

dissuasion, n. — L. dissudsid, gen. -onis, 'an ad-

vice to the contrary', fr. dissudsus, pp. of dis-

suddere. See prec. word and -ion.

dissuasive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

dissudsus, pp. of dissuddere. See dissuade.

Derivatives: dissuasive-ly, adv., dissuasive-

ness, n.

dissyllabic, adj., having two syllables. — F. dis-

syllabique, formed with suff. -que fr. L. disyl-

labus, 'dissyllabic', fr. Gk. StauXXapo?, fr. Si-

(see di-, 'two'), and auXXap^?], 'syllable'. See syl-

lable and cp. syllabic. Cp. also disyllabic, which

is the etymologically correct spelling.

Derivative: dissyllabic-al-ly, adv.

dissyllable, n., a word consisting of two syl-

lables. — Formed fr. di-, 'two', and syllable.

See prec. word.

dissymmetric, dissymmetrical, adj., i) asymme-

trical; 2) symmetrical in opposite directions. —
Formed fr. dis- andsymmetric, resp. symmetrical.

dissymmetry, n., i) absence ofsymmetry, asymme-

try; 2) symmetry in opposite directions. —
Formed fr. dis- and symmetry.

distaff, n. — ME. distaf, dysestaf, fr. OE. distxf,

a compound lit. meaning 'a bedizened staff.'

The first element of this compound is rel. to

MLG. dise, LG. diesse, 'a bunch of flax on a

distaff', and to E. dizen, bedizen. The second

element is identical with OE. stasf, 'staff'. See

staff.

distain, tr. v. — ME. disteinen, fr. OF. disteindre

(F. deteindre), 'to take the color out oV, fr. VL.

*distingere, fr. dis- and L. lingere, 'to dye'. Cp.

It. stingere, Sp. destenir, and see tinge. Cp. also

stain, which is a doublet of distain.

distal, adj., remote from the center of the body

(anal.) — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. di-

stdre, 'to stand apart', on analogy of words like

central, proximal, etc. See distant.

Derivative: dislal-ly, adv.

distance, n. — F., fr. L. distantia, 'distance, re-

moteness', fr. distdns, gen. -antis. See distant

and -ce.

Derivative: distance, tr. v.

distant, adj. — F., fr. L. distantem, ace. of distdns,

pres. part, ofdistdre, 'to stand apart, be remote,

separate or distant', fr. di- 'apart', and stdre,

'to stand'. ^See state and -ant and cp. distal,

equidistant.

Derivatives: distant-ly, adv., distant-ness, n.

distemper, tr. v., to disturb. — OF. destemprer,

'to pul out of order', fr. ML. distemperdre, of

s.m., fr. dis- (in the privative sense of this pre-

fix), and L. temperdre, 'to mingle in due pro-

*
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portion, combine properly, moderate, regulate',

fr. tempus, gen. temporis, 'time'. See temper and
cp. distemper, 'to coat with distemper'.

Derivative: distemper, n., disorder.

distemper, tr. v., to coat with distemper {paint-

ing). — OF. destemprer, later, with metathesis,

destremper, 'to mix' (whence F. detremper, 'to

dilute, dissolve, moisten, weaken, soften'), fr.

ML. distemperdre, 'to mingle in exact proport-

ion', fr. dis- (in the sense 'completely') and L.

temperdre. See distemper, 'to disturb', and cp.

tempera. Cp. also distemper, 'to disturb'.

Derivatives: distemper, a method of painting,

tempera, distemper-er, n.

distend, tr. v., to expand. — L. distendere, 'to

stretch out, swell out, extend', fr. dis- and ten-

dere, 'to stretch'. See tend, 'to move in a certain

direction', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: distend-er, n.

distensible, adj. — Formed with suff. -ible fr.

Late L. distensus, a collateral form of L. dis-

ientus, pp. of distendere. See prec. word.

Derivative : destensibil-ity, n.

distension, n., the same as distention. — Late L.

distensid, gen. -dnis, fr. distensus, collateral form
of L. distentus, pp. of distendere. See distention

and cp. distensible.

distention, n., expansion. — L. distentid, gen.

-onis, 'a stretching out', fr. distentus, pp. of dis-

tendere. See distend and -ion and cp. distension.

disthene, n., cyanite {mineral.)— ¥.disthine,\\t.

'having two forces', fr. Gk. Si- (see di-, 'two')

and rs^bioc,, 'strength' (see sthenia); so called in

allusion to its different electrical properties in

two different directions.

distich, n., a group of two lines {pros.)— L. di-

stichon, fr. Gk. 8i<ttixov, neut. of Sicttixo?, 'of

two rows, two-ranked', fr. Si- (see di-, 'two')

and (jTixoi;, 'order, row, line, rank; verse',

which is rel. to aTsiyeiv, 'to go, march in order'.

See acrostic and cp. words there referred to.

Distichlis, n., a genus of grasses, the spike giass

{bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Sicttixo?, 'of two

rows, two-ranked'. See prec. word.

distichous, adj., arranged in two rows {bot.)— L.

distichus, fr. Gk. SidTi/o?, 'of two rows'. See

distich. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -oq,

L. -us, see -ous.

Derivative: distichous-ly, adv.

distill, distil, tr. and intr. v. — OF. (= F.) dis-

tiller, fr. L. destilldre, later distilldre, 'to drip,

trickle down, distill', fr. de-, resp. di-, 'apart'

and stilldre, 'to drop, trickle', fr. stllla, 'drop'.

See still, 'to distill', and cp. still, 'vessel'. Cp.

also instill.

Derivatives: distill-able, adj., distillate (q.v.),

distillation (q.v.), distill-atory, adj., distill-ed,

adj., distill-er, n., distill-ery, n., distill-ing, n.

distillate, n., a product of distillation. — L. destil-

Idfus, distilldtus, pp. of destilldre, distilldre, 'to

drip down'. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

distiUation, n. — F., fr. Late L. distlUdtionem,

distrain

ace. of distilldtid, fr. L. distilldtus, pp. of distil-

ldre. See distill and -ation.

distinct, adj. — L. distinctus, 'separate, distinct,

decorated, adorned', pp. of distinguere. See dis-

tinguish and cp. contradistinct. Cp. also F. dis-

tinct, which also derives fr. L. distinctus.

Derivatives: distinct-ive, adj., distinct-ive-ly,

adv., distinct-ive-ness, n., distinct-ly, adv., dis-

tinct-ness, n.

distinction, n. — F., fr. L. distinctidnem, ace. of

distinctid, 'separation, division, distinction, dis-

crimination', fr. distinctus, pp. of distinguere.

See prec. word and -ion.

distingue, adj., having an air of distinction. — F.,

'distinguished', pp. of distinguer, fr. L. distin-

guere. See distii^uish.

distinguish, tr. and intr. v. — Formed with verbal

suff. -ish fr. L. distinguere, 'to separate, distin-

guish, discriminate; to decorate, adorn; to mark
by pauses, punctuate' {gram.), fr. dis- and I.-E.

base *steig-, 'to prick, stick, pierce', whence
also L. instinguere, 'to incite, impel', instigdre,

'to goad'. See stick, v., and cp. words there re-

ferred to. The suff. -ish in the verb distinguish

(as well as in extinguish, admonish, astonish) is

due to the influence of the numerous verbs in

which this suff. is the equivalent of OF. and

F. -iss-, and ultimately goes back to the Latin

inchoative suff. -iscere; see verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: distinguish-able, adj., distinguish-

abil-ity, n., distinguish-able-ness, n., distinguish-

abl-y, adv., distinguish-ed, adj., distinguish-ed-

ly, adv., distinguish-er, n., distinguish-ing, adj.,

distinguish-ing-ly, adv.

distort, tr. v. — L. distortus, pp. of distorquere,

'to turn different ways, twist, distort', fr. dis-

and torquere, 'to turn, twist, bend'. See torque

and cp. contort, extort, retort.

Derivatives: distort-ed, adj., distort-ed-ly, adv.,

distort-ed-ness, n., distort-er, n.

distortion, n. — L. distortid, gen. -onis, 'a distort-

ing, distortion', fr. distortus, pp. of distorquere.

See distort and -ion.

Derivatives: distortion-al, adj., distortionist {q.v.)

distortionist, n., an acrobat who twists his body.

— See distortion and -ist and cp. contortionist.

distract, tr. v. — L. distractus, pp. of distrahere,

'to pull apart, separate by force, tear to pieces

;

to perplex, distract', fr. dis- and trahere, 'to

draw, pull'. See tract, 'region', and words there

referred to and cp. esp. distrait, distraught,

strass, 'refuse of silk'.

Derivatives: distract-ed, adj., distract-ed-ly,

adv., distract-er, n., distract-ible, adj., distract-

ibil-ity, n., distract-ing-ly, adv., distraction (q.v.),

distract-ive, adj., distract-ive-ly, adv.

distraction, n. — L. distractio, gen. -onis, 'a pull-

ing apart, separating', fr. distractus, pp. of

distrahere. See distract and -ion.

distrain, intr. v., to levy a distress upon {law). —
ME. distreinen, fr. OF. destraindre, fr. L. di-

stringere, 'to draw asunder, stretch out; engage.



detain', fr. di-, 'apart', and stringere, 'to draw
tight, to draw, bind or press together'. See
stringent and cp. strain, v. Cp. also distress,

district.

Derivatives: distrain-ee, n., distrain-ment, n.,

distrain-or, n., distraint (q.v.)

distraint, n., the act of distraining. — OF. des-

trainte, prop. fern. pp. of destraindre. See prec.

word.

distrait, adj., absent-minded. — F., fr. L. dis-

tractus, pp. of distrahere. See distract and cp.

next word.

distraught, adj., perplexed, bewildered; — ME.
distrauhte, altered fr. distract, fr. L. distractus.

See prec. word.

distress, n. — ME. destress, distresse, fr. OF. de-

strece, destrecce (F. detresse), fr. VL. *districtia,

'narrowness, distress', fr. L. districtus, pp. of

distringere. See distrain, and cp. district. Cp. also

OProven?. destreissa, 'distress', which is of the

same origin.

Derivatives: distress-ful, adj., distress-ful-Iy,

adv., distress-ful-ness, n.

distress, tr. v. — OF. destresser, fr. VL. *distric-

tidre, fr. *districtia, 'distress'. See distress, n.

Derivatives: distress-ed, adj., distress-ed-ly, adv.

distress-ed-ness, n.

distributable, adj. — Irregularly formed fr. L.

distrihatus, pp. of distribuere. (The suff. -able

should be added to the I-atin present stem

—

and not to the past participle stem—of the

respective verb.) See next word.

distribute, tr. and intr. v. — L. distrihUtus, pp. of
distribuere, 'to divide, distribute', fr. dis- and
tribuere, 'to assign, allot, bestow, give, grant'.

See tribute and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: distributable (q.v.), distribut-ed,

adj., distribut-ed-ly, adv., distribul-er, n., distri-

bution (q.v.), distributive (q.v.)

distribution, n. — F., fr. L. distribUtionem, ace. of
distribQtio, 'a division, distribution', fr. distri-

hUtus, pp. of distribuere. See prec. word and
-ion.

Derivative: distribution-al, adj.

distributive, adj. — F. distributif (fem. distribu-

tive), fr. late L. distribHtivus, 'apportioning,

distributive', fr. L. distribOtus, pp. of distribuere.

See distribute and -ive.

Derivatives: distributive-ly, adv., distributive-

ness, n.

distrilHitor, n. — L., fr. dislribHtus, pp. of distri-

buere. See distribute and agential sufT. -or.

district, n. — ML. districtus, prop, pp. of L. di-

stringere,'todraw asunder, stretch out ; toengage,

detain', fr. di-, 'apart', and stringere, 'to draw'.

See distrain and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: district, tr. v.

distrophy, n., defective nutrition (med.) — Med-
ical L. distrophia, fr. dys- and Gk. Tfsoip-f), 'nour-

ishment'. See -trophy.

distrust, n. — A hybrid coined fr. L. dis-, 'apart'

(see dis-) and trust, a word of Scand. origin.
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The etymologically correct form is mistrust, in

which both elements are Teutonic.

Derivatives: distrust, tr. v., distrust-fut, adj.,

distrust-ful-ly, adv., distrust-ful-ness, n.

disturb, tr. v. — ME. destorben, destourben, fr.

OF. destorher, desturber, destourber, fr. L. dis-

turbare, 'to drive asunder, separate by violence,

disturb, frustrate', fr. dis- and turbare, 'to con-
fuse, bewilder', fr. turba, 'uproar, confusion,

crowd'. See turbid and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: disturbance (q.v.), disturb-er, n.,

disturb-ing-ly, adv.

disturbance, n. — OF. destorbance, desturbance,

fr. destorber, desturber. See prec. word and
-ance.

disulfate, also spelled disulphate, n., i) a salt ol

disulfuric acid; 2) a bisulfate {chem.) — A hy-

brid coined fr. Glc. St- fsee di-, 'two') and L.

sulpur, sulphur, sulfur. See sulfate.

disulfide, also spelled disulphide, n., a compound
in which two atoms of sulfur are united with

another element or radical (chem.) — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. St-, (see di-, 'two') and L. sulpur,

sulphur, sulfur. See di-, 'two', and sulfide.

disuse, tr. v. — Formed on analogy of OF. des-

user, fr. dis- and the verb use. Cp. misuse, v.

disuse, n. — Formed fr. dis- and the noun use.

Cp. misuse, n.

disyllabic, adj. — The etymologically correct

spelling for dissyllabic (q.v.)

disyllabic, n. — The etymologically correct spell-

ing for dissyllable (q.v.)

dital, n., a fingerkey by which, in a harp guitar,

the pjtch can be raised a semitone (music). —
Formed with suff. -al fr. It. dilo, 'finger', fr. L.

digitus. See digit and cp. digital.

ditch, n. — ME. dich, fr. OE. die, rel. to ON.
dlki, 'dike, ditch', OS., OFris., MLG,^;"*:, MDu.
dijc, Du. dijk, MHG. dlch, G. Deich, 'dike',

MHG. tich, G. Teich, 'pond' (F. digue, 'dike,

dam', is a Dutch loan word). These words prob.

meant orig. 'something cut out', and derive fr.

L-E. base "dheig-, 'to cut out', whence also L.

figere, 'to fix, fasten, drive in', Lith. diegiu,

diegti, Lett, diegt, 'to prick, sting', Lith. dygstu,

dygti, Lett, digt, 'to sprout, germ', Lith. dygHs,

'pointed', dyglys, 'thorn', OPruss. deicktas,

'place', orig. 'point' (for sense development cp.

point) See dike, which is a doublet of ditch.

See also dig, finis, fix.

Derivatives: ditch, tr. and intr. v., ditch-er, a.,

ditch-ing, n.

ditheism, n., belief in the existence of two gods.

— Formed fr. di-, 'two', and theism.

dithionic, adj., pertaining to a compound that

contains tw6 atoms of sulfur (chem.)— Formed
fr. di-, 'two', and Gk. detov, 'sulfur'. See thio-

and -ic and cp. tfaionic.

dithyramb, n., i) in ancient Greece, a song in

honor of Bacchus; 2) any wildly emotional
song. — L. dUhyrambus, fr. Gk. 8l&upa(jiPoi;,

si-
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'poem in honor of Bacchus', a loan word of

pre-Hellenic origin. Cp. triumph. Cp. also iamb.

Derivative: dithyramb-ic, adj.

ditriglyph, n., a space between two columns of

the Doric style (archit.)— Formed fr. di-, 'two',

and triglyph.

ditrochee, n., a double trochee (pros.) — L. di-

trochaeus, fr. Gk. StTpixato?, 'a double tro-

chee', fr. 8t- (see di-, 'double') and Tpo/aio?,

'trochee'. See trochee,

dittamy, n. — The same as dittany (q.v.)

dittander, n., i) the Cretan dittany; 2) the Euro-

pean pepperwort. — See next word.

dittany, n., an aromatic plant (bot.) — ME. de-

tane, detany, fr. OF. ditain, ditame, dictam(m)e

(F. dictame), fr. L. dictamnum, fr. Gk. SiXTa^ivov,

which derives perh. fr. Atx-cT), name of a

mountain in Crete. Cp. Dictamnus, dittamy,

dittander.

ditto, n., the same (lit. the foresaid). — It., form

used in Tuscany for literary It. detto, 'that which

has been said (before)', pp. of dire, 'to say', fr.

L. dicere, 'to say'. See diction and cp. dictum,

dittography, n., the unintentional repetition of a

letter or letters in writing. — Compounded of

Gk. SiTToi;, Att. var. of Sictctoc;, 'double, two-

fold', and -ypacpia, fr. ypacftiv, 'to write'. For

the first element see disso- and cp. words there

referred to, for the second see -graphy.

Derivative: dittograph-ic, adj.

dittology, n., a twofold reading or interpretation.

— Compounded of Gk. SittA?, 'double, two-

fold', and -Xoyia, fr. -XtSyoi;, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See prec. word and -logy,

ditty, n., a short song. — ME. dite, ditee, fr. OF.
ditie, dite, fr. L. dictdtum, 'anything dictated',

prop. neut. pp. of dictdre, 'to say often, pro-

nounce repeatedly', freq. of dicere (pp. dictus),

'to say'. See diction and cp. dictate, dight.

Derivative: ditty, ir. and intr. v.

diuresis, n., excessive txcretion of urine (med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. *Stoup7)<jt(;, 'urination', fr.

Sioupctv, 'to pass urine', fr. Sti, 'through', and

oupetv, 'to make water', fr. oipov, 'urine'. See

dia-, urine and -esis, and cp. next word.

diuretic, adj., increasing, or tending to increase

the secretion of urine. — Late L. dureticus, fr.

Gk. Sioupir)Tix6<;, 'pertaining to urine*, fr.

SioupcOv, 'to pass urine'. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: diuretic, n., a diuretic drug, diu-

retic-at-ty, adv., diuretic-al-ness, n.

diurnal, adj., daily. — L. diurndlis, 'diurnal', fr.

diurnus, 'daily', which is formed fr. di-(es), 'day',

with -urnus, an adj. suff. denoting time. This

suffix is a contraction of orig. *ri-nos, which

derives fr. Gk. -ptvo?, a suff. of the same mean-
ing. (Cp. e.g. Gk. 5(Ei(^pi'i'<4<; = L. hibernus,

'wintry'.) See dies non and adj. sufT. -al and cp.

next word. Cp. also journal, which is a doublet

of diurnal. Cp. also journey, adjourn, sojomi.

For the suff. cp. nocturnal, modern.

divergence

Derivatives: diurnal-ly, adv., diurnal-ness, n.

diutumal, adj., of long duration. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. diuturnus, 'of long duration,

lasting' (on analogy of diurnus, 'daily'), fr. dm,

'by day; a long time, a long while', which is rel.

to dies, 'day'. See dies non. For the suff. see

prec. word.

diutumity, n., long duration. — L. diuturnitds, fr.

diuturnus. See prec. word and -ity.

diva, n., a prima donna.— It., fr. L. diva, 'a god-

dess', fem. of divus, 'divine'. See divine.

divagate, intr. v., to wander about. — L. diva-

gdtus, pp. ofdivagdri, 'to wander about', fr. di-,

'apart', and vagdri, 'to wander, ramble'. See

vagary and verbal suff. -ate.

divagation, n., a wandering about. — L. diva-

gdtus, pp. of divagdri. See prec. word and -ion.

divalence, n., bivalence (chem.) — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce.

divalent, adj., bivalent (chem.)— A hybrid coined

fr. Gk. St-, 'two, double', and L. valens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of valere, 'to have power'. See

di-, 'two', and -valent. The correct form of the

word is bivalent, in which both elements are of

Latin origin.

divan, n., i) in Oriental countries, a council of

state; 2) a court of justice; 3) a large low sofa.

— Turk, diwdn, fr. Pers. diwdn, 'a royal court;

a council of state', whence on the one hand, 'a

convenient seat, couch', and on the other 'a

register, an account book ; a collection ofpoems'

(whence also Arab, diwdn. It. divano, F. divan,

etc.); rel. to Pers. debir, dibir, 'writer'. Cp. de-

wan, dewanee, diwan, douane, aduana.

divaricate, intr. and tr. v., to branch, diverge. —
L. divdricdius, pp. of divdricdre, 'to stretch

apart, spread asunder', fr. di-, 'apart', and vdri-

cdre, 'to spread the legs apart, to straddle', fr.

vdricus, 'with bent feet, with feet spread apart,

straddling', fr. voruj, 'bent, knock-kneed', fr.

I.-E. base *wd-, 'to bend, turn, twist', whence

also L. varius, 'different, changing, varying,

various'. See various and verbal suff. -ate and

cp. prevaricate.

divaricate, adj., divergent. — L. divdricdtus, pp.

of divdricdre. See divaricate, v.

Derivatives: divaricate-ly, adv., divaricate-ness,

n., divaricat-ion, n., divaricat-or, n.

dive, intr. v. — ME. diven, duven, fr. OE. dyfan,

'to immerse', a weak transitive verb, causative

of OE. dfifan, a strong intransitive verb meaning

'to sink, plunge, dive'; rel. to ON. dyfa, 'to dip',

and to E. dip, deep, dove (qq.v.)

Derivatives: dive, n., div-er, n.

diverge, intr. v., to move or be in different direct-

ions. — ModL. divergere, 'to go in different

directions, to separate', fr. di- and L. vergere,

'to bend, incline, turn'. See verge, 'to bend',

and cp. converge.

Derivatives: divergence, divergent (qq.v.), di-

verg-ing, adj., diverg-ing-ly, adv.

divergence, divergency, n. — ModL. dlvergentia.



divergent

fr. divergens, gen. -entis. See next word and -ce

resp. -cy.

divergent, adj. — ModL. divergens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, oidlvergere. See diverge and -ent and
cp. F. divergent.

Derivative: divergent-ly, adv.

divers, adj. — ME. divers, diverse, fr. OF (= F.)

divers, fr. L. diversus, 'different, opposite, con-

trary, various', pp. of divertere, 'to turn or go
in different ways'. See divert,

diverse, adj. — A var. of prec. word.

Derivatives: diverse-ly, adv., diverse-ness, n.

diversification, n. — See diversify and -ation.

diversiform, adj., differing in form. — Formed
fr. L. diversus, 'different', and forma, 'form,

shape'. See diverse and form, n.

diversify, tr. v., to give variety to.— F. diversifier,

lit. 'to make diverse', fr. ML. diversificare,

which was formed fr. L. diversus, 'different' and
-ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See diverse

and -fy.

Derivatives: diversifi-ed, adj., diversifi-er, n.

diversion, n. — ML. diversio, gen. -onis, fr. L.

diversus, pp. of divertere. See divert and -ion.

Derivative: diversion-al, adj.

diversity, n. — OF. diversile (F. diversite), fr. L.

dlversitdtem, ace. of dlversitds, 'difference, con-

trariety, contradiction', fr. diversus, 'different'.

See diverse and -ity.

divert, tr. v. — ME. diverten, fr. OF. (= F.) di-

vertir, fr. L. divertere, 'to turn or go in different

ways, part, separate', fr. di-, 'apart', and vertere,

'to turn'. See version and cp. divorce.

Derivatives: divert-ing, adj., divert-ing-ly, adv.,

divert-ing-ness, n.

diverticulum, n., a blind process of the intestinal

canal (anat.) — L. deverticulum, diverticulum,

'byroad, bypass', fr. divertere, divertere, 'to turn

away, turn aside (something)', fr. de-, resp. di-,

'apart', and vertere, 'to turn'. See divert.

Derivatives: diverticul-ar, diverticul-ate, di-

verticul-ated, adjs.

Dives, n., the rich man in the parable Luke
16:19-31. — L. dives, 'rich', rel. to rfivuj, 'di-

vine'. Dives orig. meant 'favored by the gods'.

For sense development cp. OSIav. bogatH,

'rich', fr. bogu, 'god'. See divine and cp. Dis.

divest, tr. v., to deprive. — Fr. earlier devest, fr.

OF. desvestir (F. devetir), fr. ML. disvestlre, dl-

vestlre, fr. dis-, and L. vestlre, 'to clothe', fr.

vestis, 'garment'. See vest and cp. devest, invest.

Derivatives: divestiture (q.v.), divest-ment, n.

divestiture, n. — Formed fr. divest on analogy of
investiture.

divide, tr. and intr. v. — ME. deviden, dividen,

fr. L. dlvidere, "to force apart, separate, divide',

fr. di-, 'apart', and L-E. base *widh-, 'to separ-

ate', whence also L. vidua, Goth, widuwo, OF.
widewe, 'widow'. See widow and cp. divisi, di-

vision ; device, devise, individual. L-E. base *widh-

is probably compounded of base *wi-. 'apart,

asunder', and base *dhe-, 'to place'. Ace dingly
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base *widh-, lit. means 'to place apart'. See

witli and do, v.

Derivatives: divide, n., divid-ed, adj., divid-ed-

ly, adv., divid-ed-ness, n., dividend (q.v.), divid-

er, n., divid-ing-ly, adv.

dividend, n. — F. dividende, fr. L. dividendum,

'that which is to be divided', neut. of dlvidendus,

gerundive of dlvidere, 'to divide'. See divide. For
other Latin gerundives used in English cp.

agenda and words there referred to.

divi-divi, n., a small tree of S. America and W.
India {Caesalpinia coriaria).— Sp. dividivi, from
native name.

dividual, adj., separate, divisible.— Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. dlviduus, 'separate, divisible',

fr. dlvidere, 'to divide'. See divide and cp. in-

dividuaL

Derivative : dividual-ly, adv.

divination, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. dlvlnatidnem,

ace. of divlnatio, 'the power of foreseeing, divi-

nation, prediction', fr. dlvlndtus, pp. of dlvlnare.

See divine, v., and -ation.

divine, adj. — ME. devine, divine, fr. OF. devin,

fr. L. dlvlnus, 'pertaining to a deity' (whence
also It., Sp. divino. Proven?, devin. Port, adi-

vinho), fr. OL. deivlnus, fr. deivos (whence L.

deus), 'a god'. See deity.

Derivatives: divine, n. (q.v.), divine-ly, adv.,

divine-ness, n.

divine, n. — OF. (= F.) devin, 'soothsayer', fr.

VL. *devlnus, dissimilated fr. L. dlvlnus, 'di-

vine'. See divine, adj.

divine, tr. and intr. v. — ME. divinen, devinen,

fr. OF. (^ F.) deviner, fr. VL. *devlndre, dis-

similated fr. VL. dlvlnare, 'to foresee, foretell,

divine', lit. 'to be inspired by a god', fr. L. dlvlnus,

'divine'. Cp. OProvenf. devinar, endevinar. It.

indovinare, Sp. adivinar, 'to foretell, divine,

guess', and see divine, adj.

Derivatives: diviner (q.v.), divin-ing, n.

diviner, n. — ME. devinour, fr. OF. devineor, fr.

L. dlvlndtorem, ace. of dlvlndtor, 'soothsayer,

diviner', fr. dlvlndtus, pp. of dlvlnare. See divine,

v., and agential sufF. -or.

divinity, n. — OF. devinite (F. divinite), fr. VL.
*devinitdtem, ace. of *devlnitds, formed with

vowel dissimilation fr. L. dlvlnitds, 'godhead,

divinity', fr. dlvlnus. See divine, adj., and -ity

and cp. deity,

divinize, tr. v., to deify. — F. diviniser, fr. L.

dlvlnus, 'divine'. See divine, adj., and -ize.

Derivative: diviniz-ation, n.

divisi, adj., a direction for the players to divide

themselves into two groups (mu.tic). — It., pi.

of diviso, 'divided', fr. L. dlvlsus, pp. of dlvidere.

See divide^

divisible, adj. — Late L. dlvlsibilis, fr. L. dlvlsus,

pp. of dlvidere. See divide and -ible.

Derivatives: divisibil-ity, n., divisible, n., divis-

ible-ness, n., divisibl-y, adv.

division, n. — ME. devisioun, divisioun, fr. OF.
devisiun, division (F. division), fr. L. dlvisionem.
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ace. of divisio, 'a division, separation', fr. dlvl-

sus, pp. of dlvidere. See divide and -ion.

Derivatives: division-al, adj., division-al-ly, adv.,

division-ary, adj.

divisive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

dlvlsus, pp. of dlvidere. See divide.

Derivatives: divisive-ly, adv., divisive-ness, n.

divisor, n. — L. divisor, 'divider', fr. dlvlsus, pp.

of dlvidere. See divide and agential suff. -or.

divorce, n. — ME., fr. F. divorce, fr. L. dlvortium,

'a separation, dissolution of marriage, divorce',

fr. dlvortere, divertere, 'to turn different ways'.

See divert,

divorce, tr. v. — F. divorcer, fr. divorce. See di-

vorce, n.

Derivatives: divorce-able, adj., divorc-ee, n.,

divorce-ment, n., divorc-er, n., divorc-ive, adj.

divot, n., a piece of turf cut out with the club

in making a stroke. — Of uncertain origin.

divulgate, tr. v., to make public. — L. dlvulgdtus,

pp. of dlvulgdre. See divulge and verbal suff.

-ate.

divulgation, n. — Late L. dlvulgdtid, gen. -onis,

'a publishing', fr. L. dlvulgdtus, pp. of dlvulgdre.

See next word and -ation.

divulge, tr. v., to make known; to disclose. — L.

dlvulgdre, 'to spread among the people, pubhsh,

make known', formed fr. di-, 'apart, asunder',

and vulgdre, 'to make known, spread abroad',

fr. vulgus, 'the great mass, the multitude,

people'. See vulgus.

Derivatives: divulge-ment, n., divulg-ence, n.,

divulg-er, n.

diwan, n. — A var. of dewan.

diwani, n. — A var. of dewanee.

dixie, also dixy, n., a kind of mess tin (slang). —
Hind, degchl, 'a small kettle', fr. Pers. degcha,

dimin. of deg, 'pot', which is rel. to Pahlavi deg,

'pot'. Arm. dez, 'heap', and to OL d^hmi, 'I

smear, anoint', fr. L-E. base *dheigh-, *dhoigh-,

*dhigh-, 'to form out of clay, to knead, form'.

See dough and cp. next word.

dizdar, disdar, n., the warden of a castle. — Pers.

dizddr, 'holder of a castle', fr. diz, 'castle', and

-ddr, 'holder, possessor'. The first element is

rel. to OPers. didd, 'castle', Avestic daeza,

'wall', Arm. dez, 'heap' ; see prec. word and cp.

the second element in paradise. For the second

element see aumildar and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

dizen, tr. v., l) to put flax on a distaff (obsol.);

2) to bedizen. — ME. disen, fr. MLG. dlse, 'a

bunch of flax on a distaff'. See distaff and cp.

bedizen.

dizzy, adj. — ME. dusi, disi, fr. OE. dysig, 'fool-

ish', rel. to LG. diisig, 'dizzy', dusel, 'dizziness',

Du. duizekn, 'to be dizzy', duizelig, 'dizzy',

OHG. dusig, tuslg, MHG. dusec, 'foolish*,

MLG. dore, MDu. ddr, MHG. tore, 'fool, deaf

person', G. Tor, 'fool', OE. dwxs, MLG. dwas,

Du. dwaas, 'foolish*. All these words prob. de-

rive fr. I.-E. base *dhewSs-, *dhwis-, 'to breathe.

smoke', whence also h.furere, 'to rage, be mad*.

See fury and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also doze.

Derivatives: dizzy, tr. v., dizzi-ly, adv., dizzi-

ness, n.

do, tr., intr. and auxil. v. — ME. don, fr. OE. don,

rel. to OS. diian, OFris. dud,ODu. duon, Du. doen,

OHG., MHG. tuon, G. tun, 'to do', fr. WTeut.

base *do-,'to do', orig. 'to put, place', correspond-

ing to I.-E. base *dhd-, *dhe-, *d¥-, 'to put,

place; to do, make', whence also OL dddhdti,

'puts, places', dhitih, 'the act of placing', dhd-

tdr-, 'creator', dhdtar-, 'founder, originator',

Toch. A td-, tas-, tds-, B tes-, 'to place', Hitt.

ddi-, te-, 'to place', tehhi, 'I place'. Arm. dnem,

'I place', aor. ed, 'he placed', Gk. Ti&svai, 'to

put, place, set', S^eok;, 'a placing, setting', ^iiiai,

'case in which to put something', i>e(xa, 'that

which is placed', ^i\u.z, 'right, decree', ^scs\j.6c„

'law, rule, precept', lit. 'that which is laid down',

&T]jxcov, ^(ofAoi;, 'heap', {^^jisftXa (pi.), Homeric

•OcfiEiXta (pi.), 'foundation', L. facere, 'to make,

do', -dere in ab-dere, 'to hide, conceal', con-dere,

'to found, establish', per-dere, 'to lose, throw

away, ruin', OSlav. dgjg, deti, 'to place, lay',

Lith. deti, Lett, det, 'to place, put', OSlav.

o-denH, 'clothed, dressed', Gael, dede, 'placed'.

Cp. ado, deed, deem, doff, -dom, don, v., doom,

dout, dup. Cp. also theme and words there

referred to. Cp. also fact and words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also abdomen, abscond, condiment,

Consus, dagoba, dam, 'an earthbank', family,

fetial, hoard, perdition, recondite, sacerdotal,

samadh, samadhi, sconce, 'a metal bracket',

stridhana. Cp. also the second element in creed

and in jubilate, and the third element in divide

and in Ormazd.

Derivatives: do, n., do-able, adj., do-er, n., do-

ing, n.

do, n., a syllable used in solmization to denote

the first tone of the diatonic scale (mus.).

doab, n., a track of land between two rivers in

India. — Pers.-Hind. dodb, lit. 'two waters', fr.

do, 'two', and db, 'water'. The first element is

rel. to 01. dvdu, dvd, Avestic dva, 'two'; see

two. The second element is rel. to OL dpah,

apdh, Avestic dp-, 'water'; see amnic.

doat, v. — See dote.

dobbin, n., name for a farm horse. — Fr. PN.

Dobbin, dimin. of Dob, a variant of Rob, which

is a dimin. of Robert (q.v.)

doUon, n., an obsolete Spanish gold coin. — Sp.

doblon. See doubloon,

dobra, n., any of several former Portuguese coins.

— Port, dobra, lit. 'double', fr. dobrar, 'to

double', fr. L.- dupldre, 'to double' (see dou-

ble, v.) ; so called because it was orig. the double

of the Johannes.

dobson, n., the hellgrammite. — Of uncertain

origin.

decent, adj., teaching. — L. docens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, ofcfocerc, 'to teach'. SeedocUeand -ent.



docent, n., i) short for privatdocent; 2) lecturer

in general. — See prec. word and cp. privat-

docent.

Docetae, n. pi., a heretical sect (Eccles. hist.) ~
Eccles. L., fr. Gk. AoxTjxai. See next word.

Docetism, n., heresy of the Docetae, who held

that the body of Jesus was a phantom (Eccles.

hist.) — Formed with suff. -ism fr. Eccles. L.

Docetae, fr. Gk. AoxrjTai, lit. 'believers', fr.

Soxeiv, 'to seem, have the appearance of, think,

believe', whence So^a (for 86x-aa), 'opinion,

glory', SoYiJta, 'that which one thinks true,

opinion, decree'. See d(^ina.

doch-an-doris, n., a stirrup cup. — Gael, deoch-

an-doruis, lit. 'drink of the door', fr. deoch,

'drink', an, 'the', doruis, gen. of dorus, 'door'.

Gael, dorus derives fr. OCelt. *dvoreslu-, which
is cogn. with Gk. {>up5, L. fores (pi.), 'door',

OE. dor, 'door, gate'. See door,

dochmiac, adj., pertaining to the dochmius. —
Gk. So/titaxoe, fr. S6x(Jttoi;. See next word.
Derivative : dochmiac-al, adj.

dochmius, n., a foot of five syllables {pros.) —
L., fr. Gk. SoxM-io?, lit. 'across, aslant', fr.

Sox(x6<; (prob. assimilated fr. *SaxiJ.6<;), 'slant-

wise, sideways'; cogn. with OI. jihmdh, 'slant-

ing, slantwise', which prob. stands for zizhrrtd-,

a form assimilated fr. orig. *dizhmd-.

docile, adj. — P., fr. L. docilis, 'easily taught,

docile', fr. docere, 'to teach, inform', orig. 'to

cause somebody to receive something", fr. I.-E.

base *dek-, *dok-, 'to take, receive, accept; ac-

ceptable, becoming, good', whence also L.

decere, 'to be seemly or fitting'. See decent and
words there referred to and cp. esp. docent. For
the ending see suff. -ile.

Derivative: docile-ly, adv.

docility, n. — F. docHite, fr. L. docilitdtem, ace.

of docilitds, fr. docilis. See prec. word and -ity.

docimasy, n., a judicial inquiry into the character

of aspirants for office or citizenship {Creek an-

ii<l-) — Gk. 8oxt(iaai5, 'assay, proving, exam-
ination', from the stem of Soxt(jia^eiv, 'to assay,

prove, test', fr. S6xi|xoi;, 'assayed, proved, gen-
uine', prop, 'accepted', in gradational relation-

ship to S^xeaOat, 'to take, accept, to receive

hospitably', and cogn. with L. decere, 'to be
seemly or fitting'. See decent and cp. words there

referred to.

docimology, n., a treatise on the art of assaying

metals, etc. -Compounded of Gk. Soxi(j.t), 'a

test' (fr. S6xi|xoi;, 'assayed, proved, genuine'),

and -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a
ceitain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See prec. word and -logy,

dock, n., enclosure for the repairing and loading

of ships. - MLG. and MDu. docke (whence
Du., Norw. dok, G. Dock). Prob. borrowed fr.

Late I .. *ductia, 'aqueduct', fr. L. ducere, 'to lead,

conduct'. See duct and cp. douclie, conduit.

Derivative: dock, tr. v., to bring (a ship) into

a dock, dock-age, n., dock-er, n., dockize (q.v.)
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dock, n., place for prisoner at his trial in a crim-
inal court. — Flem. dok, docke, 'cage'.

dock, n., the common name of various species

ofthegenusR«mejr.— OE. docce, rel. to MDu.
docke-blaederen, G. Dockenblatter, 'dock (the

plant)', and to E. dock, 'fleshy part of a tail'

(q.v.) Cp. the second element in burdock,
hardock.

dock, n., solid, fleshy part of an animal's tail.—
From an imitative, expressive base, appearing
also in ON. dokkr, 'tail', dokka, 'bundle; girl',

Fris. dok, 'bundle, knot', MLG. docker, Swed.
docka, Dan. dukke, 'doll', OHG. tocka, toccha,

MHG. tocke, of s.m., G. Docke, 'small column,
bundle, skein, doll, smart girl'. Cp. dock, the
plant.

dock, tr. v., to cut off, curtail. — Fr. prec. word.
docket, n., a memorandum. — Of uncertain

origin.

Derivative: docket, tr. v.

dockize, tr. v., to build docks (in a river or in a
harbor). — A hybrid coined fr. dock, 'enclosure

for ships', and -ize, a sufF. of Greek origin.

Docoglossa, n., a suborder of marine gastropods,

the limpets (zool.) — ModL., compounded of
Gk. 80x65, 'beam', and YXcoaaa, 'tongue'; so
called in allusion to the beamlike teeth, ap-

pearing on the lingual ribbon. The first element
is rel. to Gk. 8£xE(j»ai, Att. Uxtc^o-i, 'to

take, receive', fr. L-E. base *dek-, *dok-, 'to

take, receive, accept; acceptable, becoming,
good', whence also L. decere, 'to be seemly or
fitting' ; see decent and cp. words there referred

to. For the second element see gloss, inter-

pretation'.

doctor, n. — L. doctor, 'teacher, instructor', fr.

doctus, pp. of docere, 'to teach'. See docile and
agential suflT. -or and cp. doctrine, document.

Derivatives: doctor, tr. and intr. v,, doctor-al,

adj., doctorate (q.v.), doctor-ess, n., doctor-ial,

adj., doctor-ly, adj.

doctorate, n. — ML. doctoratus, fr. L. doctor.

See doctor and subst. suff. -ate.

doctrinaire, n., an impractical person; adj., im-

practical. — F., orig. 'adherent of doctrines',

formed fr. doctrine with suff. -aire. See doctrine

and adj. suff. -ary.

doctrine, n. — F., fr. L. doctrina, 'teaching, in-

struction', fr. doctor, 'teacher'. See doctor and
subst. suff. -ine (representing L. -ina). Cp. in-

doctrinate.

Derivatives: doctrinaire (q.v.), doctrin-al, adj.,

doctrin-al-ly, adv., doctrin-ar-ian, adj., doctrin-

ar-ian-ism, n., doctrin-ar-ian-ist, n., doctrin-ary,

adj., doctrin-ari-ly, adv., doctrinar-ity, n., doc-

trin-ism, n., doctrin-ist, n.

document, n, — OF. (= F.), fr. L. documentum,
'lesson, example, pattern, proof, fr. docere, 'to

teach'. See docile and -ment and cp. doctor,

doctrine.

Derivatives: document-al, adj., document-ary,
adj., document-ari-ly, adv., documentation (q.v.)

r
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documentation, n. — Late L. documentdtio, gen.

-onis, fr. L. documentum. See prec. word and

-ation.

dodder, n., any of the parasitic plants of the

genus Cuscuta. — ME. doder, rel. to MLG.
doder, dodder, 'dodder', OS. dodro, 'yolk', OE.

dydring, Du. dooier, OHG. totoro, MHG. toter,

tuter, G. Dotter, 'yolk', and prob. also to next

word. The dodder was prob. named from the

color of its flower clusters which resembles that

of yolk.

dodder, intr. v., to shake, quaver. — Rel. to dial.

Norw. dudra, 'to quaver'. Cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: dodder-er, n,, dodder-y, adj.

doddered, adj., having lost the branches through

age or decay. — Prob. from dial, dod, 'to poll',

fr. ME. dodden.

dodeca-, before a vowel dodec-, pref. meaning

'twelve'. — Fr. Gk. StoSexa, 'twelve', shortened

fr. 8ucoS£xa, fr. Suo, 'two', and S&ta, 'ten' ; cp.

01. dvddasd, Avestic dvadasa-, L. duodecim,

Umbr. desenduf, 'twelve'. See dual and deca-

and cp. duodecim-.

dodecagon, n., a plane figure with twelve angles

and twelve sides {geom.) — Gk. SuSExaytovov,

lit. 'having twelve angles', fr. SoiScxa, 'twelve',

and ytovia, 'comer, angle'. See dodeca- and

-gon.

dodecahedron, n., a solid figure with twelve faces

{geom.) — Gk. 8<oSexae8pov, lit. 'having twelve

faces', fr. ScoScxa, 'twelve', and gSpS, 'seat,

chair, bench; side, face'. See dodeca- and

-hedral.

dodecasyllabic, adj., having twelve syllables. —
See dodeca- and syllabic.

dodecasyllable, n., a word of twelve syllables. —
See dodeca- and syllable.

Dodecatheon, n., a genus of plants of the prim-

rose family (hot.)— L. dodecatheon, 'primrose',

fr. Gk. Sa)8Exa&eov, a name coined by Pliny fr.

SwSexa, 'twelve', and &e6<;, 'god'; see dodeca-

and theo-. Dodecatheon prop, denotes the plant

that is under the care of the twelve greater gods.

dodge, intr. v., to move to and fro; tr. v., to

elude. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: dodge, n., dodg-er, n., dodg-ery, n.,

dodg-y, adj., dodg-i-ly, adv., dodg-i-ness, n.

dodo, n., an extinct large bird. — Port, doudo,

lit., 'stupid'.

doe, n., female ofthe fallow deer.— ME.ifo.fr.OE.

da (whence Dan. daa), prob. a Celtic loan word

;

cp. Co. da, 'fallow deer', Olr. dam, 'ox', dam
allaid, 'stag' (prop, 'wild ox'), W. dafad, 'sheep',

which are prob. cogn. with Gk. 8a(iaXr)(;, 'young

steer', Sa(zaXif), SdcixocXi^, 'young cow, heifer' (L.

damma, ddma, 'fallow deer, buck, doe', is prob.

borrowed fr. Celtic); cp. Dama. These animal

names are prob. connected with I.-E. base

*domd-, 'to tame' and orig. denoted 'tamed

animals' ; see tame.

doff, tr. v. — Contracted fr. do and off. Cp. don,

v. dout, dap.

dogmatist

dog, n.— ME. dogge, fr. OE. docga, of uncertain

origin; F. dogue, Du. dog, Dan. dogge, Swed.

dogg, 'mastiff', are E. loan words. Cp. doggerel.

Derivatives: dog, tr. v., dogg-ed, adj., dogg-ed-

ly, adv., dogg-ed-ness, n., dogg-ery, n., dogg-y,

adj., dogg-i-ly, adv., dogg-i-ness, n., dogg-ish,

adj., dogg-ish-ly, adv., dogg-ish-ness, n.

dogana, n., a customhouse in Italy. — It., fr.

Arab, diwdn, fr. Pers. diwdn, 'register, office;

council; customhouse; collection of books'. See

divan and cp. adnana, douane.

dogaressa, n., wife of the doge. — It., formed fr.

doge with suff. -essa. See doge and -esse.

dogate, n., the office of a doge. — F. dogat, fr. It.

dogato, fr. L. dUcdtus, 'military leadership,

command', fr. dux, gen. ducis, 'leader'. See

doge and subst. suff. -ate.

dogbane, n., also dog's bane, a perennial plant. —
So called because it was supposed to be poison-

ous to dogs.

dogbcrry, n. — Compounded of dog and berry,

prop, 'berry fit for dogs'.

Dogberry, n., a blundering constable or official.

—Fr. Dogberry, a self-satisfied, blundering con-

stable in Shakepeare's Much Ado About Nothing.

Derivatives : Dogberry-dom, n., Dogberry-ism, n.

doge, n., the chief magistrate of the republics of

Venice and Genoa. — F., fr. Venetian It. doge,

fr. L. ducem, ace. of dux, 'leader' ; see duke. In

literary Italian L. ducem became duce. Cp.

dogaressa, dogate.

dogger, n., a kind of fishing boat.— ME. doggere,

of uncertain origin.

doggerel, n., bad poetry. — Prob. a derivative of

dog, used contemptuously. Cp. dog rime, dog

Latin.

Derivative: doggerel, adj.

dogma, n., a tenet. — L., fr. Gk. Sdyixa, gen.

S^YfiaTo?, 'that which one thinks true, opinion,

doctrine, decree', fr. Soxeiv, 'to seem, have the

appearance of, think, believe', whence also

S65a (for 86x-<ia), 'opinion, glory', fr. I.-E. base

*dek-, *dok-, 'to take, receive, accept; 'accept-

able, becoming, good', whence also L. decere,

'to be seemly or fitting'. See decent and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see suff.

-ma.

dogmatic, also dogmatical, adj., i) pertaining to a

dogma; 2) opinionated. — Late L. dogmaticus,

fr. Gk. SoY(i.aTix6i;, 'pertaining to doctrines', fr.

Gk. SoYiiot, gen. SdYM-aTO?. See dogma and -ic,

resp. also -al.

Derivatives: dogmatic-al-ly, adv., dogmat-ics, n.,

dogmatism, dogmatist, n., dogmatize (qq. v.)

dogmatism, n., dogmatic assertion of opinion. —
F. dogmatisme, fr. ML. dogmatismus, fr. L. dog-

ma, gen. -atis, fr. Gk. Z6y\x<i, gen. -tnoc,. See

dogma and -ism.

dogmatist, n., a dogmatic person. — F. dogma-

tiste, fr. ML. dogmatista, fr. Gk. So-(\j.txT\.<yTrfi,

from the stem of SoYtiocTlt^etv. See dogmatize

and -ist.



aogmatize

dogmatize, intr. v., to speak or write dogmatically

;

tr.v., to express dogmatically. — F. dogmatiser,
fr. ML. dogmatizare, fr. Gk. So-j-iiaTi^etv, 'to

lay down an opinion', fr. S6r(jia, gen. Soyi^aTO?.
See dogma and -ize.

Derivatives: dogmatiz-ation, n., dogmatiz-er, n.

doily, also doiley, doyly, n., an ornamental nap-
kin. — Named after Doily or Doyley, a London
draper, who flourished in the early years of the
1 8th cent.

doit, n., a coin of trifling value. — MDu. duit,

deyt, doyt (Du. duit), rel. to G. Deut, Dan, dojt,

ON. pveitii), 'a coin of trifling value'. The orig.

meaning of these words was 'a piece cut off'.

They are rel. to ON. pveita, 'to hew'. See
thwaite and cp. whittle,

doited, adj., stupid (Scot.)— Of uncertain origin.

dolabriform, adj., shaped like an axe (bot. and
zool.) — Formed fr. L. doldbra, 'mattock,
pickax', and forma, 'form, shape'. The first ele-

ment lit. means 'an instrument for hewing', and
is formed fr. L. doldre, 'to hew' (with I.-E. in-

strumental suff. *dhro-)\ see dole, grief. For
the second element see form, n.

dolce, adj., sweetly {musical direction). — It., fr.

L. dulcis, 'sweet'. See dulcet,

dolce far niente, delightful idleness. — It., lit.

'sweet doing nothing'. For the first word see
dolce. It. fare, far, 'to do', derives fr. L. facere,
whence also F. faire; see fact. It. niente, 'noth-
ing', comes fr. Late L. nee entem, lit. 'not a
being', fr. L. nee, 'neither, nor', and entem, ace.
oiens, 'being', pres. part, of esse, 'to be'. See ens,

entity. Cp. OProven?. nien, OF. neient, noient,

nient (F. neant), 'nothing', which also derive fr.

Late L. nee entem.

doldrums, n.pl., dullness. — Perh. rel. to dull,

dole, n., a small portion. — ME. dol, fr. OE. ddl,

'part, portion', rel. to dSl, of s.m. See deal,

'part'.

dole, usually dole out, tr. v., to deal out. — Fr.
prec. word.

dole, n., grief (archaic and poet.) ~ ME., fr. OF.
dol, doel, deol (F. deuil), 'sorrow, grief, mourn-
ing', fr. Late L. dolus, 'sorrow (whence also It.

duolo, OProven?. dol, 'sorrow, grief, Sp. duelo,
'sorrow, grief; mourning'), fr. L. dolere, 'to

suffer pain, grieve, be afflicted, deplore, lament',
fr. I.-E. base *del-, *dol-, 'to split, cut, carve',

whence also OI. ddlati, splits, bursts', ddldyati,

'causes to burst', dalam, 'part, piece'. Arm. ra/,

'impression, sign', Gk. SaiSaXo?, 'cunningly
made', SaiSaXXeiv, 'to work cuimingly or skill-

fully', L. dolium, 'a very large jar, vessel', doldre,
'to hew with an ax', Russ. dolja, 'part', Lith. dalis,

'part, destiny', Lith. dalijii, dalyti, Lett, dalit,

'to divide', ON. tal, OE. talu, 'number* (prop.
'incision in the tally'), Olr. delb, 'figure, form',
Toch. A tdio, B talldwo, 'miserable, wretched'.
The original meaning of L. dolere was 'to be
torn'. For sense development cp. E. heart-
rending. Cp. condole, dolabriform, dole, 'guile*.
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dolent, dolente, Doliolum, dolium, dolor, dolor-
ous, indolent. Cp. also daedal, dal, deleterious,

taal, tale, talk, toll, ZoU.
Derivatives: dole-ful, adj., dole-ful-ly, adv., dole-
ful-ness, n.

dole, n., guile. — L. dolus, 'guile, deceipt, de-
ception', cogn. with or borrowed fr. Gk. S6X01;,

of s.m.
; fr. I.-E. base *del-, 'to aim at', which

is prob. identical with base *del-, 'to split, cut,
carve'. See dole, 'grief, and cp. dolerite, dolose^
sedulous, subdolous.

dolent, adj., sorrowful. — F., fr. L. dolentem, ace.
of dolens, pres. part, of dolere, 'to suffer pain'.
See dole, 'grief, and -ent.

Derivative: dolent-ly, adv.

dolente, adj., sorrowful (musical direction). —
It., pres. part, of dolere, fr. L. dolere. See prec.
word.

dolerite, n., a coarse form of basalt (petrogr.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. SoXep6<;,

'deceptive', fr. 86X0?, 'deceipt' (see dole,

'guile'); so called because easily confused with
diorite. Cp. dolose,

dolicbo-, before a vowel dolich-, combining form
meaning 'long'. — Gk. SoXtxo-, SoXtx-, fr.

80X1x6?, 'long', rel. to Ev-ScXexV)?, 'continued;
constant', and cogn. with OI. dlrghdh, "long*,

A\e&t\cdarega-,mii. daluga-, 'long', Hitt. dalu-
gashti, 'length', L. in-dulgere, 'to indulge', lit., 'to

be long-suffering', Goth, tulgus, 'firm, steadfast',

OE. tulge, 'firmly*, OS. tulgo, 'very, much',
OSIav. dlUgu, 'long', Lith. ilgas, Lett, ijgs,

OPruss. ilgi, of s.m. Cp. indulge. For connection
with L. longus see long, adj.

dolichocephalic, also dolichocephalous, adj., hav-
ing a relatively long head. — Lit., 'long-headed',
fr. Gk. SoXixoc, 'long', and x£9aXri, 'head'; see
dolicho- and cephalic, resp. -cephalous. The term
dolichocephalic was introduced into anthropo-
logy by the Swedish anatomist and anthropo-
logist Anders Adolf Retzius (1796-1860).

Dolicholus, n., the same as Rhynchosia (bot.) —
A ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk. SoXixo?, 'long'

(see dolicho-), and the Latin dimin. suff. -olus

(see -ole). The correct form is Dolichidium,
which is formed fr. SoXtx^? with the Greek
dimin. suff. -i8iov (see -idium).

Dolichos, n., a genus of vines (bot.) — ModL.,
fr. Gk. 80X1x6?, 'long; name of a kind of pulse'.

See dolicho-.

Doliidae, n. pi., a family of mollusks (zool.) —
ModL., formed fr. Dolium with suff. -idae.

Doliolum, n., a genus of tunicates (zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. doliolum, 'a small cask*, dimin. of
dolium. See dolium.

dolium, n., a verjf large cask or jar. — L. dolium,
rel. to doldre, 'to hew', fr. I.-E. base *del-, *dol-,

'to split, cut, carve'. See dole, 'grief, and cp.

the first element is dolabriform.

Dolium, n., a genus of large mollusks (zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. dolium. See prec. word.

Doll, fem. FN. — A shortened form of Dorothy.
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doll, n., a child's toy. — Fr. prec. word.
Derivatives: doll-ish, adj., doll-ish-ly, adv., dolU
ish-ness, n., dolly (q.v.)

dollar, n. — LG. ddler, fr. G. Taler, abbreviation
of Joachimstaler, fr. Joachimstal (lit. 'Valley of
Joachim') in Bohemia; so called from the piece
of money first coined there in 1519. Cp. Du.
daalder, Dan., Swed. daler. It. tallero (whence
Hung, taller), which all are German loan words,
and see taler. For the etymology of G. Tal see
dale.

dollop, n., a coarse lump. — Of unknown origin.

dolly, n., i) pet name for a doll; 2) name for

various devices suggestive of a doll.— Formed
fr. doll with dimin. suff. -y.

Derivative: dolly, tr. v.

dolly, n., an offering of fruit, flowers, etc. (India).

— Hind. 4oli, lit. 'branch, basket, tray, that

which is offered on a tray', fr. OI. ddru-, 'piece of
wood, wood, wooden implement', which is rel.

to dru-, 'wood', drumdh, 'tree'. See tree and cp.

dryad. Cp. also dinghy.

Dolly Varden, a fantastic style of woman's dress.— From a character in Dickens*s Barnaby
Rudge (1841).

dolman, n., a long Turkish robe; a kind ofjacket
worn by hussars. — F., fr. G. Dolman, fr. Hung.
dolmdny, fr. Turk, doldmdn, the red cloak of the
Janizaries.

dolmen, n., a large flat monumental stone. — F.,

lit. 'a table of stone', fr. Bret, tool, tol, 'table',

a loan word fr. L. tabula, 'board, plank' (see

table), and Bret, maen, men, 'stone', which is

rel. to W. maen, Co. men, 'stone'. Cp. the first

element in menhir.

dolomite, n., a kind of rock (mineral, andpetrogr.)
— Named after the French geologist and miner-
alogist D6odat de Dolomieu (i 750-1 801). For
the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Derivatives: dolomit-ic, adj., dolomit-ize, tr. v.,

dolomit-iz-ation, n.

dolor, dolour, n., grief, mourning. — OF. dolor,

dolur, dolour (F. douleur), fr. L. dolorem, ace. of
dolor, 'pain, distress, grief, affliction', fr. dolere,

'to suffer pain'. See dole, 'grief.

doloroso, adj., sorrowful (musical direction). —
It., fr. L. doldrosus. See dolorous.

Dolores, fem. PN. — Sp., shortened fr. Maria de
los Dolores, lit. 'Mary of the sorrows', pi. of
dolor, fr. L. dolor, 'pain, sorrow'. See dolor and
cp. Mercedes.

dolorous, adj. — OF. dolorous, doleros, doloreus
(F. douloureux), fr. Late L. dolorosus, 'painful,

sorrowful', fr. L. dolor. See dolor and -ous.

Derivatives: dolorous-ly, adv., dolorous-ness. n.

dolose, adj., with evil intent (law). — L. dolosus,

'deceitful', fr. dolus. See dole, 'guile', and cp.
dolerite.

dolphin, n. — ME. delphin, delfyn, fr. OF. daul-

phin, datfin (F. dauphin), fr. ML. dalfinus, fr. L.
delphinus, delphtn,h. Gk. 8eX<pf?, gen. SeX^tvo?,
'dolphin', which is rel. to SeX9U(;, 'womb*; the

dome

animal is so called in allusion to the womb of
the female. For the etymology of 85X96? see
adelpho-. Cp. dauphin. Delphinium,

dolt, n., a stupid fellow. — ME. duit, lit. 'dulled',

fr. dul, 'dull'. See dull and verbal suff. -t.

Derivatives: dolt-ish, adj., dolt-ish-ly, adv., dolt-

ish-ness, n.

dom, n., i) a title once given to certain Roman
Catholic dignitaries; 2) a Portuguese title equi-
valent to the Spanish title don. — Port, dom,
which, like Sp. don. It. donno, derives fr. L.

dominus, 'master, lord', orig. 'master of a house',
fr. domus, 'house'. See dome, 'building', and cp.

dominus and words there referred to.

-dom, suff. denoting i) dignity, rank or position,

as in kingdom, earldom: 2) state or condition,

as in freedom; 3) members of a group collect-

ively, as in officialdom. — ME., fr. OE. -dom,
fr. dom, 'judgment, authority'; rel. to OS. -dom,
ON. domr, MDu. -doem, Du. -dom, OHG.,
MHG. -tuom, G. -tum. See doom,

domain, n. — F. domaine, 'domain, estate', fr.

OF, demaine, fr. L, dominium, 'property, right

of ownership', fr. dominus, 'master, lord*. See
dome, 'building', and cp. dominus and words
there referred to. F. 'domaine was influenced in

form by ML. domdnium, 'domain, estate',

which itself derives fr. OF. demaine.
domanial, adj., pertaining to a domain. — F., fr.

ML. domdnium. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al,

dome, n., a building, palace. — F. dome, fr. It.

duomo, 'a cathedral church', fr. L. domus,
'house' (in domus Dei, 'house of God'), whence
dominus, 'master, lord', lit. 'master of the house',

domdre, 'to tame', lit. 'to accustom to the house'.

L. domus is cogn. with Gk. 86|xo?, OI. ddmah,
'house', Gk. S(o(j.a (prob. for *ddm-m), 'house,

chief room, housetop', OSIav. dornH, 'house',

doma, 'at home', domov, 'home'. Arm. tun prob.
for *dd(m)-m, 'house', the first element in Gk.
SEa-TvoTTf)? (for *dems-potd), 'despot', lit. 'lord

of the house', 8a-Tr£8ov (for *dm-pedom),
'ground about a house', and in Lith. dim-stis

(for *dtp-sto-), 'estate, yard', and the second
element in Gk. Sv-Sov (fr. cv, 'in', and *dom),
'within', lit. 'in the house'; fr. I.-E. *dlm-,
*dSm-, *dip-, *dm-, 'house'. These words pos-

sibly meant orig. 'building', and are cogn. with
Gk. Siastv, 'to buil(J'. Cp. tame, timber. Cp.
also adamant, belladonna, dam, 'a female par-

ent', dama, dame, dan^iseau, damsel, dan, title,

danger, daunt, demesne, demijohn, despot, dia-

mond, doe, dom, domain, domestic, Domicella,
domicile, dominate, domineer, Dominic, domin-
ion, domino, dominus, don, 'title*, donjon, duenna,
dungeon, endo-, duomo, Hippodamia, indomi-
table, madam, madame, major-domo, vidame.
Cp. also toft.

Derivatives: dome, tr. and intr. v., dom-ed, adj.

dome, n., cupola.— F. dome, fr. OProven?. doma,
fr. Gk. Swjia, 'house, chief room, housetop*. See
dome, 'building*.
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domesday, n. — Ancient form of doomsday.

Domesday (Book), the record of the Great In-

quest of the lands of England made by the order

of William the Conqueror in 1086. — OE.

domesdxg, lit. 'day ofjudgment'. See doomsday.

domestic, adj.— F. domestique, fr. L. domesticus,

'pertaining to the house, private', fr. domus,

'house, home'; see dome, 'building'. The form

domesticus is enlarged fr. *domestis, which was

formed on analogy of agrestis, 'pertaining to

land' (fr. ager, 'land').

Derivatives: domestic, n., domestic-al-ly, adv.,

domestic-ity, n.

domesticable, adj. — ML. domesticabilis, fr.

domesticdre. See next word and -able.

domesticate, tr. v., to tame. — ML. domesticdtus,

pp. oi domesticdre, 'to tame', lit. 'to make dom-

estic', fr. L. domesticus. See domestic and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative : domesticat-ion, n.

domett, n., a kind of cloth, of which the warp is

cotton and the weft woolen. — Of unknown
origin.

domic, domical, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

a dome. — Formed fr. dome with suff. -ic, resp.

also -al.

Domicella, n., a genus of parrots (ornithol.) —
ModL., dimin. of L. domus, 'house'. See dome,

'building'.

domicile, n., home. — F., fr. L. domicilium, 'dwel-

ling, abode', prob. formed fr. *domi-coliom,

lit. 'house to dwell in', fr. domus, 'house', and

the stem of colere, 'to till (the ground), to dwell,

inhabit'. See dome, 'building', and colony.

Derivatives; domicile, v., domiciliary (q.v.),

domicili-ate, v., domicitiat-ion, n.

domiciliary, adj. — ML. domicilidrius (whence

also F. domiciliaire), fr. L. domicilium. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ary.

dominance, dommancy, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

dominant, adj. and n. — F., fr. L. dominans, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of dominari. See next word

and -ant.

Derivative; dominant-ly, adv.

dominate, tr. and intr. v. — L. domindtus, pp. of

dominari, 'to rule, reign, dominate', fr. dominus,

'master, lord'. See dominus and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives ; domination (q.v.), dominat-ive, adj.,

dominator (q.v.)

domination, n. — F., fr. L. domindtionem, ace. of

domindtio, 'lordship, dominion, domination',

fr. domindtus, pp. of dominari. See prec. word
and -ion.

dominator, n. — F. dominateur, fr. L. domindtd-

rem, ace. of dominator, 'ruler', fr. domindtus, pp.

of dominari. See dominate and agential suff. -or.

domineer, intr. v. — Du. domineren, fr. F. domi-

ner, fr. L. dominari, 'to rule' (see dominate);

first used by Shakespeare.

Derivatives: domineer-ing, adj., domineer-ing-

ly, adv.

Dominic, masc. PN. — L. dominicus, 'pertaining

to a lord', fr. dominus. See dominus.

dominical, adj. — ML. dominicdlis, 'pertaining

to a master or lord', fr. L. dominicus, of s.m.,

fr. dominus. See dominus and adj. suff. -al.

Dominican, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. ML. Dominicdnus, fr. Dominicus, Latinized

name oiDomingo de Guzman (Santo Domingo),
the founder of this order of monks. For the

origin of the Latin name Dominicus see Dominic.

dominie, n., i) a schoolmaster {Scot^; 2) a clergy-

man. — L. domine, voc. of dominus, 'master,

lord'. See dominus.

dominion, n. — Obsol. F. dominion, fr. ML. domi-

nionem, ace. of dominid, corresponding to L.

dominium. See next word and -ion.

dominium, n., ownership (law). — L., 'property,

right of ownership, domain', fr. dominus. See

dominus and cp. condominium. Cp. also danger,

dungeon.

domino, n., a robe with hood. — F., fr. VL.

domino, dat. or abl. of dominus, 'lord, master'.

See dominus.

Derivative; domino-ed, adj.

domino, n., name of the game played with 28

pieces of bone or ivory. — F., fr. It. domino,

'master, lord', fr. L. dominus (see next word);

prob. so called because he who has first dis-

posed his pieces becomes 'the master'. Cp.

prec. word.

dominus, n., master. — L., 'master, lord', lit.

'master of the house', formed with -nus (for

I.-E. *-no-), a suff. denoting ownership or relat-

ion, fr. domus, 'house'. See dome, 'building', and

cp. dame, damoiseau, demoiselle, dom, dominate,

domineer, Dominic, dominie, dominion, domino,

don, 'a title', Dona, E>oiia, donzella, duenna. Suff.

*no- appears also in Gk. xoipavo?, 'ruler, com-
mander' (fr. *xotpa, 'army'). For the suff. cp.

also tribune.

don, n., a Spanish title. — Sp., fr. L. dominus,

'lord'. See dominus and cp. dom.

Derivative; donnish (q.v.)

don, tr. V. — Contracted fr. do and on. Cp. doff,

dout, dup.

Dona, n., a Portuguese title corresponding to Sp.

Doita. — Port., fr. L. domina. See next word.

Dona, n., a Spanish title given to a married

woman. — Sp., 'lady, madam', fr. L. domina,

'mistress', fern, of dominus, 'master, lord'. See

dominus and cp. dame and words there re-

ferred to.

Donald, masc. PN. — Prob. fr. Gael, Domhnall,

lit. 'world ruler'.

donate, tr. v. — Back formation fr. donatioa.

Cp. orate.
,

donation, n. — F., fr. L. ddndtidnem, eicc. of

donatio, 'a presenting, giving', fr. ddndlus, pp.

of dondre, 'to present, bestow, donate', fr.

donum, 'gift, present, offering, sacrifice', which

is rel. to Umbr. dunu(m}, and cogn. with OI.

ddnam, of s.m., OSlav. danl, 'tribute', Lith.
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duonis, 'gift', Olr. ddn, 'gift, endowment, talent',

W. dawn, 'gift', fr. I.-E. base *dd-nom, 'gift, a
collateral form of *dd-rom, whence Arm. tur,

Gk. Stopov, OS. darn, 'gift', darovati, 'to present'.

All these words ultimately derive fr. I.-E. base
*dd-, *d^-, 'to give'. See date, 'point of time',

and cp. donee, donor. Cp. also Dorus, the first

element in Dorothea and the second element in

pardon and in Eudora, Fedora, Fructidor, Isi-

dore, Messidor, Theodore. For the ending see

suff. -ion.

Donatist, n., an adherent of a sect which arose in

the Christian Church of N. Africa in the 4th
century. — ML. Dondtista, formed with suff.

-ista (see -ist) from the name of Ddndtus of
Casae Nigrae, leader of this sect. For the ety-

mology of the name Ddndtus see prec. word.
Derivatives; Donatist, Donatistic, adjs.

donative, n., an official gift, donation. — L. ddnd-
tivum, 'official gift, gratuity', fr. ddndtus, pp. of
dondre. See donation and -ive.

donatory, n., a donee. — ML. ddndtdrius, 'one

who receives a gift', fr. L. ddndtus, pp. oi dondre.
See donation and -ory.

doncella, n., i) a wrasslike fish; 2) name_ of
timber trees in W. Indies. — Sp., lit. 'damsel',

fr. VL. *dominicella, dimin. of L. domina, 'mis-

tress'. See damsel and cp. words there referred

to.

done, adj.— ME. doon, fr. OE. gedon, pp. of don.

See do, v.

donee, n., he who receives a gift. — OF. done
(F. donne), pp. of doner (F. donner), 'to give',

fr. L. dondre, 'to present, bestow, donate'. See
donation and -ee.

donga, n., a ravine. — A Zulu word.

donjon, n., the keep of a castle. — OF. (^ F.),

fr. VL. *dominidnem, ace. of 'dominid, fr. L.

dominium, 'domain'. See dungeon, which is a
doublet of donjon.

donkey, n. — A double diminutive, formed fr.

the adj. dun, 'dark, brown', with the suffixes -k

and -(e)y, but influenced in form by the word
monkey.

donkey's years. — Corrupted fr. donkey's ears,

with reference to the long ears of this animal.

donnish, adj., resembling a university don; pe-

dantic. — Formed from the noun don with adj.

suff. -ish.

Derivative: donnish-ness, n.

donor, n. — AF. donour, corresponding to OF.
doneur (F. donneur), fr. L. ddndtdrem, ace. of
dondtor, 'giver, donor', fr. ddndtus, pp. of dondre.
See donation and agential suff. -or.

donna, n., an Italian title given to a lady. — It.,

fr. L. domina. See dame and cp. Madonna. Cp.
also Dona, duenna,

donzel, n., squire, page (archaic). — It. donzello,

fr. VL. *dominicello, dimin. of L. dominus,
'master, lord". See damoiseau and cp. next word.

donzella, n., damsel. — It., fr. VL. *dominicetta,

dimin. of L. domina, 'mistress'. See doncella.

dopper

doob, n., a creeping grass (Cynodon dactylori)

(India). — Hind, ddb, fr. OI. dorvd, 'a kind of
millet grass', which is cogn. with MLG. tarwe,
ME. tare, 'vetch, darnel'. See tare, 'vetch, darnel'.

doolie, dooly, dhooly, n., a covered litter (East
Indies). — Hind, (to//", fr. dolnd, 'to swing', fr.

01. dold, 'swinging' which is rel. to andoldyati,

'swings, seesaws', a word derived fr. *an-dola,

'swing, seesaw, litter'; of Austroasiatic origin.

Cp. landau,

doom, n. — ME. dom, fr. OE. dom, rel. to OS.,
OFris. dom, ON. ddmr, OHG. tuom, Goth.
doms, 'judgment, decree', fr. I.-E. base *dhdm-,
whence also OI. dhdman-, 'law', Gk. ^to|jt6<;,

'heap', &E[j.i(;, 'law', Lith. dome, 'attention'. I.-E.

*dhdm- is an enlargement of base *dhd-, *dhe-,

*dh'-, 'to put, place'. See do, v., and cp. deem
and -dom. Cp. also duma, theme.

Derivative; doom, tr. v.

doom palm. — F. doum, fr. Arab, dawm, daum,
ddm, 'a large Egyptian palm tree'.

doomsday, n., the day of the Last Judgment. —
OE. ddmesdxg, 'day of judgment', fr. domes,
gen. of ddm, 'doom, judgment', and dxg, 'day'.

See doom and day and cp. Domesday (Book).

Doomsday Book. — See Domesday (Book),

doomster, n., judge. — A var. of deemster, demp-
ster; influenced in form by doom,

door, n. — ME. dore, dure, fr. OE. dor, 'door,

gate', duru, 'door', rel. to OS. duru, ON. dyrr,

Dan. dor, Swed. dorr, OFris. dure, dore, OHG.
turi, MHG., G. tiir, 'door', OHG., MHG., G.
tor, Goth, daiir, 'gate', and cogn. with OI.

dvdrah (nom. pi.), durdh, durah (ace. pi.),

'door', durona-, 'dwelling, home', Avestic dvar'm
(ace. sing.), 'gate, court', OPers. duvarayd-,

'at the door', Toch. B twere. Arm. durk' (pi.),

durn (sing.), Gk. Wpa, 'door', S^upi?, 'window',

TTapa&iipa, 'side door, wicket', Tvpo&upov, 'front

door, doorway, porch', Alb. derE, pi. diier, 'door,

house', L. fores (pi.), 'door',/ora.5, 'out of doors,
out', foris, 'out at the doors, out of doors',

OSlav. dviri, 'door', dvord, 'courtyard', Lith.

durys, Lett, duris, dCirvis, OPruss. dauris, 'door',

W., Co., OBret. dor, Olr. dorus, OCo. darat,

'door'. Cp. dargah, dehors, doch-an-doris, dur-

bar, durwaun, foreclose, foreign, forisfamiliate,

forjudge, hors de combat, hors d'oeuvre, Thyri-

didae, thyroid,

dopatta, also dooputty, n., a garment for women.
— Hind, do-palta, lit. 'of double breadth'.

dope, n., a thick liquid. — Fr. Du. doop, 'a dip-

ping, liquid, sauce', fr. dopen, 'to dip'. See
dip and cp. dopper.

Derivatives ; dope, tr. \.,dop-er, n. dop-ing-ly, adv.

Doppelganger, n., the phantasm or counterpart

of a living person, a double ganger. — G., lit.

'a double walker'. See double, gang and agential

suff. -er and cp. doubleganger.

dopper, n., a S. African Dutch baptist. — Du.
doper, lit. 'dipper', fr. dopen, 'to dip'. See dip
and cp. dope.



dopplerite 476

dopplerite, n. — G. Dopplerit; named in 1849

after the German physicist Christian Johann

Doppler (1803-53). The G. suff. -it represents

Gk. -tTi\c,; see subst. suff. -ite.

dor, n., a droning insect, the dorbeetle. — ME.
dore, fr. OE. dora, 'bumblebee', rel. to MLG.
dorte, 'drone', from the I.-E. imitative base

*dher-, 'to hum, buzz, murmur'. See drone.

Dora, fem. PN. — A shortened form of Doro-

thea, Dorothy.

dorado, n., a large fish of the genus Coryphaena.

— Sp., prop. pp. of dorar, fr. L. deaurdre, 'to

gild', fr. de- and aurdre, 'to gild', fr. aurum,

'gold'. See aureate and cp. El Dorado and dory,

'a seafish'.

Dorcas society, meeting of ladies to make gar-

ments for the poor. — From Dorcas, name of a

woman (mentioned in Acts IX, 36-41). The

name derives from Gk. Sopxa?, 'gazelle', which

is rel. to S6p5, gen. Sopx6?, of s.m., and was

altered (owing to a popular connection with

S£pxo(xai, 'I see, regard', see dracon), fr. orig.

^opxtxi;, resp. t^opC, which is cogn. with W.
iwrch, Co. yorch, 'roebuck'.

dorian, n. — See durian.

Dorian, adj., pertaining to Doris or the ancient

inhabitants of Doris. — Formed with suflf. -an,

fr. L. Dorius, fr. Gk. Acbpios, fr. Aojpk, 'Doris',

name of a district in Central Greece, named

after Atopo?, 'Dorus', the ancestor of the Dori-

ans. See Dorus.

Derivative: Dorian, n.

Doric, adj., pertaining to Doris or the Dorians.

— L. Doricus, fr. Gk. Awpixi?, fr. Aoipt?. See

prec. word.

Dorize, tr. and intr. v., to make or become Doric

or Dorian. — Gk. Atopt^stv, 'to imitate the

Dorians, to speak Doric Greek', fr. Acopti;,

'Doris'. See Dorian and -ize.

Dorking, n. — Short for Dorking fowl, from

Dorking, name of a market town in Surrey,

England.

dormancy, n. — Formed fr. next word with suff.

-cy.

dormant, adj., i) sleeping; 2) inactive. — ME.,

fr. OF. (= F.) dormant, pres. part, of dormir,

'to sleep', fr. L. dormire, of s.m., which is cogn.

with OSlav. dremati, 'to sleep, doze', and with

Gk. eSpadov (II aor.), 'I slept', later form

sSapi^ov, whence the new formation Sap&avo,

'I sleep', 01. drdti, drdyati, drdyate, 'sleeps'. Cp.

dormer, dormitory, dormouse, dormy, dorter. For

the ending see suff. -ant.

Derivative: dormant, n.

dormer, n., dormer window.— OF. dormeor, fr. L.

dormitorium, 'sleeping room', fr. dormlt-(um),

pp. stem of dormire, 'to sleep'. See prec. word

and subst. suff. -ory and cp. next word.

dormitory, n. — L. dormitorium. See prec. word.

dormouse, n., a small rodent.— Perh. meaning lit.

'sleeping mouse', and formed fr. OF. dorm-, stem

of dormir, 'to sleep' (see dormer), and E. mouse.

dormy, adj., being ahead as many holes as there

remain to be played (golf). — F. dormi, pp. of

dormir, 'to sleep'. See dormant.

Doronicum, n., a genus of plants. — ModL., fr.

Arab, dardnaj, darQnaj.

Dorothea, Dorothy, fem. PN. — L. Dorothea, fr.

Gk. AcopoS-^S, fem. of Atopo^eo?, lit. 'gift of

God', fr. 8topov, 'gift', and fteoi;, 'God'. See

donation and ist theism and cp. doll, dolly. Cp.

also Theodora, and the second element in Eu-

dora, Isidore. In the form Dorothy, the name was
taken over from Latin through the medium of

F. Dorothee.

dors-, form of dorso- before a vowel.

dorsal, adj., pertaining to, or situated on or near,

the back. — F., fr. ML. dorsdlis, corresponding

to L. dorsudlis, 'of the back', fr. dorsum, 'the

back'. See dorsum.

dorsi-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

the back', or 'on the back'. — L. dorsi-, fr. dor-

sum, 'back'. See dorsum.

dorso-, before a vowel dors-, combining form

meaning 'pertaining to the back'. — L. dorso-,

dors-, fr. dorsum, 'back'. See next word.

dorsum, n., the back. — L., of uncertain origin.

The derivation of this word by the ancients fr.

L. *devorsum, 'that which is turned away', is

folk etymology. Cp. dorsal, doss, dosser, dossier,

endorse, extrados, parados, reredos. The L, word

dorsum was introduced into anatomy by the

Belgian anatomist Andreas Vesalius (1514-64).

dorter, dortour, n., the dormitory of a monastery.

— OF. dortour, fr. L. dormitorium. See dormi-

tory.

Dorus, n., the legendary ancestor of the Dorians.

— L. Dorus, fr. Gk. Acopoi;, a word rel. to Stipov,

'gift', which is cogn. with OSl. dara, 'gift', daro-

vati, 'to present', and with L. donum, 'gift'. See

donation and cp. Dorothy, Eudora.

dory, n., a seafish, Zeusfaber.— F. doree, 'dory',

lit. 'the gilded one',fem.of tfore, fr. h.deaurdtus,

'gilded'. See dorado.

dory, n., a light kind of boat. — From Honduran

native name.

dory-, combining form meaning 'spear'. — Fr.

Gk. S6pu (gen. SopaTo.;), 'stem, tree, beam, shaft

of a spear, spear', rel. to Spu?, gen. Spuo.;, 'oak,

tree', and cogn. with OI. ddru, wood, piece of

wood, spear', and cogn. with OE. treo, treow,

'tree, wood'. See tree and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also dryad and the second element

in Echinodonis.

dosage, n., administration of medicine in doses.

— Formed fr. dose with suff. -age.

dose, n., amount of medicine taken at one time.

— F., fr. ML. dosis, fr. Gk. 86011;, 'a gift', from

the stem of'8iS6vai, 'to give', fr. I.-E. base *dd-,

*d'-, 'to give', whence also L. dare, 'to give'.

See date, 'point of time', and cp. donation, dot,

'marriage portion'. Cp. also apodosis, dosimeter,

dosology.

Derivatives: dose, tr. and intr. v., dos-er, n.

477 dough

dosimeter, n., an instrument for measuring doses.

— Compounded of Gk. Sicu;, 'a gift', and
(i^Tpov, 'measure'. See dose and meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm'.

dosimetry, n., the measurement of doses. — See

prec. word and -metry.

Derivatives: dosimetr-ic, adj., dosimetr-ic-ian,

n., dosimetr-ist, n.

dosology, n., the science ofdoses.—Compounded
of Gk. Sotjti;, 'gift', and -Xoyia, fr. -Xiyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner) ; onewho deals

(with a certain topic)'. See dose and -logy.

doss, n., a bed (slang). — Prob. fr. F. dos, 'back',

fr. VL. dossum, fr. L. dorsum. See dorsum.

Derivative: doss, intr. v., to go to bed.

dossal, n., a cloth for the back of a chancel. —
Eccles. L. dossdle, assimilated fr. L. dorsdle,

prop. neut. of the adj. dorsdlis, 'pertaining to the

back', used as a noun. See dorsum.

dosser,n., i)adossaI; 2) a pannier.— OF. dossier,

fr. VL. *dossidrium, fr. VL. dossum, 'back', as-

similated fr. L. dorsum. See dorsal and cp.

dossier.

doss house, a cheap lodging house. — See doss,

'bed', and house.

dossier, n., a collection of documents. — F., fr.

dos, 'back', fr. VL. dossum. See dosser.

dot, n., a spot. — OE. dott, 'head of a boil, speck,'

rel. to Norw. dot, 'lump, small knot', Du. dot,

'knot, small bunch, wisp', OHG. tutta, 'nipple',

MHG. tUtel, 'point', OE. dyttan, 'to shut, stop'

(whence dial. E. dit, 'to shut, stop'). Cp. dottle.

Derivatives: dot, tr. v., to mark with a dot, dott-

ed, adj., dott-er, n., dott-y, adj.

dot, n., marriage portion, — F., fr. L. dotem, ace.

of dos, 'marriage portion', from the base of do,

dare, 'to give'. See date, 'point of time', and

cp. dower.

dotard, n., a foolish old person. — ME., formed

fr. doten (see dote, v.) with suff. -ard.

dote, n., marriage portion. — F. dote, a var. of

dot. See dot, 'marriage portion'.

dote, doat, intr. v., to be foolish. — ME. doten,

dotien, fr. MLG. doten, 'to be foolish rave',

which is rel. to MDu. doten, 'to doze, be child-

ish' [whence OF. re-doter, later ra-doter (F.

radoter), 'to drivel']. Cp. dotterel.

Derivatives: dot-age, n., dot-ard, n., dot-ing,

adj., dot-ing-ly, adv.

dotterel, n., a kind of plover. — Formed fr. dote,

'to be foolish', with dimin. suff. -erel. For the

suff. cp. cockerel (fr. cock), pickerel (fr. pike).

dottle, n., plug of tobacco remaining in the pipe.

— Formed fr. dot, 'a spot', with dimin. suff.

-le.

douane, n., a customhouse. — F., fr. Arab, diwdn,

fr. Pers. diwdn, 'register, ofiice; council; custom-
house; collection of books'. See divan and cp.

aduana, dogana.

double, adj. — ME., fr. OF. double, fr. L. duplus,

'twofold, double', lit. 'twice folded', formed fr.

du- (fr. duo), 'two', and *pl-, zero degree of base

*pel-, '-fold', and cogn. with Gk. St-TiX6o<;, Si-

ttXou.;, 'double'. See dual and ply, 'to bend', and
cp. plicate. Cp. also decuple, diploma, doblon,

dobra, Doppelganger, doubloon, duple, duplex,

duplicity, and the second element in centuple,

multiple, simple, treble, triple, triplex, quadruple,

quadruplex, quintuple, sextuple, septuple. Cp.

also fold, -fold.

Derivatives: double, adv., n., double, v. (q.v.),

double-ness, n., doubl-y, adv.

double, tr. and intr. v. — ME. doublen, fr. OF.
(= F.) doubler, fr. L. dupldre, 'to double', fr.

duplus. See double, adj.

Derivatives: doubl-er, n., doubl-ing, n.

double-entendre, n., a word of double meaning.
— Obsol. F. (for F. double entente), lit. 'a two-

fold meaning', fr. double, 'double', and entendre,

'to hear; to understand, mean'. See double, adj.,

and entente.

doubleganger, n., a counterpart of a living person.

— Anglicized form of Doppelganger.

doublet, n. — ME. dobbelet, 'a garment', fr. OF.
doublet, lit. 'something doubled', formed fr.

double with the dimin. suff. -et. See double, adj.

doubloon, n., an obsolete Spanish gold coin. —
F. doublon, fr. Sp. dobldn, augment, of dobla,

name of an ancient Spanish gold coin, lit. 'dou-

ble', fr. L. dupla, fem. of duplus, 'double'. See

double, adj., and -oon and cp. doblon, dobra.

doublure, n., lining. — F., 'lining', lit. 'doubling',

fr. doubler, 'to double'. See double, adj., and

-ure.

doubt, intr. and tr. v. — ME. duten, douten, fr.

OF. duter, douter (F. douter), fr. dubitdre, 'to

be uncertain in opinion, to doubt', freq. formed

fr. OL. dubdre, of s.m., fr. dubius, 'doubting,

uncertain, doubtful'; a derivative oi duo, 'two'.

See dual and cp. dubious, redoubtable. The b in

E. doubt was inserted later owing to an 'ety-

mological' spelling. L. dubitdre orig. meant 'to

have to choose between two things'. For sense

development cp. G. Zweifel, 'doubt', fr. zwei,

'two'.

Derivatives: doubt, n. (q.v.), doubt-fut, adj.,

doubt-ful-ly, adv., doubt-ful-ness, n., doubt-ing,

adj., doubt-ing-ty, adv., doubt-less, adj.

doubt, n. — ME., fr. OF. dute, doute (F. doute),

fr. douter, 'to doubt'. See doubt, v.

douce, adj., sober, gentle (Scot.) — The orig.,

now obsolete, meaning is 'sweet'. It is borrowed

fr. F. douce, fem. of doux, 'sweet, gentle', fr. L.

dulcis. See dulcet and cp. next word and dolce.

douceur, n., gentleness; tip; bribe. — F. douceur,

'sweetness; favor', fr. doux, fem. douce, 'sweet':

see prec. word. The word douceur was intro-

duced into English by Horace Walpole.

douche, n., a jet of water. — F., fr. It. doccia,

'douche', fr. It. doccione, 'conduit, lead-pipe,

tube', fr. L. ductionem, ace. of ductid, 'a lead-

ing', fr. dUcere, 'to lead'. See duct, duke.

Derivative: douche, tr. and intr. v.

dough, n. — ME. dog, dogh, dah, fr. OE. dag.
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rel. to ON. deig, Dan deig, Swed. deg, MLG.
deck, MDu. deech, Du. deeg, OHG., MHG.
/eic, G. Teig, Goth, t/at^i, 'dough', rfjg-an, 'to

knead', fr. I.-E. base *dheigh-, *dhoigh-, *dhigh-,

'to form out of clay, to knead, form', whence
also OI. dehmi, 'I smear, anoint', dehah, 'body',

lit. 'that which is formed', deht, 'rampart, dam,
dike', Avestic daeza, 'wall', pairi-daeza, 'en-

closure' (whence Gk. TtapaSetao?, 'enclosed

park'), OPers. didd, 'castle', Toch. A tsek-,

tsaik-y B tsik-, 'to form', tseke, 'statue', Arm.
dez, 'heap, pile', dizanem, 'I heap up, pile up',

Gk. Tetxoi;, toixo? (dissimilated fr. *fteixo<;,

*ftotzo?), 'wall' (orig. 'clay wall'), ^l.x^cl.•^a^^, 'to

touch', Thracian -St^a, 'castle', L. fingere, 'to

form, shape, fashion', figura, 'form, shape', fi-

gulus, 'potter', Oscznfeihuss, 'the walls', ORuss.
deza, 'baker's trough', Lith. diezti, dyzti, 'to

cudgel, thrash' (lit. 'to knead thoroughly'), Olr.

digen, 'firm, solid' (orig. 'kneaded into a com-
pact mass'). Cp. also the metathesized forms:

Lith. ziedziu, ziesti, 'to form, build', OSIav.

zizdg, zidati, 'to build', zidii, 'wall'. Cp. dairy,

duff, 'pudding', and the second element in lady.

Cp. also deha, dixia, dizdar, effigy, faint, feign,

fictile, fiction, fictitious, figure, thigmo-, the first

element in Tichodroma, thixotropy and the

second element in paradise.

Derivatives: dough, tr. and intr. v., dough-y,

adj., doiigh-i-ness, n.

doughty, adj. — ME. dohti, duhti, fr. OE. dohtig,

fr. earlier dyhtig, 'able, fit, useful, valiant', rel.

to MHG. tuhtec, G. tiichtig, of s.m., OE. dugan,

'to avail, be of use, be strong', ON., OFris. duga,

Du. deugen, OHG. tugan, MHG. Iiigen, G. tau-

gen, Goth, dugan, of s.m., OE. dugup, 'power,

rule, majesty; virtue, happiness', OHG. tu-

gundi, 'ability', MHG. tugent, 'skill, worthiness,

virtue', G. Tugend, 'virtue', and cogn. with Gk.

TEuxetv, 'to make ready', -ruyxavstv, 'to hap-

pen, be at a place', -xtiiyoc,, 'tool, implement',

later 'book', rdxn, 'fortune, fate, providence',

Hitl. tukka-, 'to fall to a person's share', Ir.

diial (for *dhughto-), 'becoming, fit', duan (for

*dhughnS), 'poem', Lith. daug, 'much', Russ.

duiij, d'lizij, 'strong, robust'. All these words
prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *dheugh-, 'to be fit,

be of use, prosjjer". Cp. dow, 'to be able', Tyche,

and the second element in Pentateuch.

Derivatives: dought-y, adj., dought-i-ly, adv.,

dought-i-ness, n.

Douglas, masc. PN. — Orig. only a river name,
fr. Gael. dub(h)glas, 'dark blue'.

Douglas spruce, a N. American coniferous tree.

— Named after the Scottish botanist David
Douglas (1798-1834).

Doukhobors, n. pi. — See Dukhobors.

doum palm. — See doom palm.

dour, adj., hard, stern (Scot.) — L. durus, 'hard'.

See dure.

Derivatives: dour-ly, adv., dour-ness, n.

douse, dowse, tr. v., to plunge into water.— Prob.

fr. obsol. douse, 'to strike', which is prob. of

LG. origin. Cp. MDu. dossen, Du. doesen, 'to

strike'.

Derivative: dous-er, n.

dout, tr. v., to put out, extinguish. — Contracted

fr. do and out. Cp. doff, don, v., dup.

dove, n. — ME. dove, douve, duve, fr. OE. dufe-

(only in compounds), rel. to OS. duba, ON.
, dufa, Swed. duva, Dan. due, MLG., MDu. duve,

Du. duif, OHG. tuba, MHG. tube, G. Taube,

Goth, -dubo (only in compounds), 'dove', orig.

'the dark-colored bird', fr. L-E. base *dheubh-,

*dhubh-, 'to fill with smoke, to darken', whence
also Olr. dub, Ir. dubh, 'dark-colored'. See deaf

and cp. dumb, typhio-. Cp. also Taube. For sense

development cp. Gk. TrcXeia, 'wood pigeon',

fr. TteXioi;, 'grayish black'.

dovetail, n., a joint made to fit a tenon into a

corresponding mortise. — Lit. 'that which re-

sembles a dove's tail'; so called in allusion to

the shape of the tenon.

Derivatives: dovetail, tr. and intr. v., dovetail-

ed, adj., dove-tail-er, n.

dow, n., a dah {India). — A var. of dah.

dow, intr. v., to be able. — OE. dugan, 'to avail,

be of use, be strong'. See doughty.

dowager, n., a widow holding a jointure. — OF.
douagiere, douagere (F. douairiere), fem. of dou-

agier (earlier F. douaitier), 'pertaining to a

dower', fr. douage (F. douaire), 'dower'. The
word lit. means 'a woman who has received a

dower'. See dower and the suffixes -age and -er

and cp. endow.

dowdy, adj., not fashionable. — Lit. 'ill-dressed',

fr. earlier dowd, of s.m. ; rel. to duds (q.v.)

Derivatives: dowd-i-ly, adv., dowd-i-ness, n.,

dowdy-ish, adj.

dowel, n., a headless pin or peg for fastening to-

gether pieces of wood, etc. — ME. dowle, prob.

fr. MLG. dovel, which is rel. to OHG. (gi)tubili,

MHG. tiibet, G. Dobel, 'peg, pin, plug' ; formed

with instrumental sufT. -/ from Teut. base *dub-,

'to strike' (whence also LG. dubben, 'to strike'),

corresponding to I.-E. base *dheubh-, *dhubh-,

'to strike', whence Gk. -niipoi; (dissimilated fr.

*M9o;), 'wedge, peg'. Lith. diibelis, 'peg', is a

Teut. loan word. Cp. dub, 'to make a knight'.

Derivative : dowel, tr. v.

dower, n., an endowment. — ME. dowere, fr.

OF. (= F.) douaire, fr. ML. dotdrium, fr. L.

dotdre, 'to endow, portion', which derives fr.

dos, gen. dotis, 'marriage portion', from the

base of do, dare, 'to give'. See date, 'point of

time', and cp. dot, 'marriage portion'. Cp. also

dowager, dowry.

Derivatives: dower, tr. v., dower-less, n.

dowitcber, n., the gray snipe. — Of N. American

Indian origin.

dowlas, n., a coarse kind of calico. — From Da-
oulas (also spelled Doulas), a town near Brest

in Brittany.

down, n., soft plumage. — ME. downe, doun, fr.
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ON. dUnn, which is rel. to MLG. dune (whence

G. Daune), fr. I.-E. base *dheu-, 'to fly about

like dust, whirl, shake', whence also ON. dyja,

'to shake', Lith. duje, 'down', dujd, 'particle of

dust; very fine flour; fine rain, drizzle', and

01. dhUnSti, 'shakes, moves'. See thio- and cp.

down, 'hill'.

Derivative: downy (q.v.)

down, n., hill. — ME. doun, fr. OE. dUn, 'hill'

rel. to MDu. dUnen, Du. duin (G. DUne, F. dune.

It. and Sp. duna are Dutch loan words), fr.

I.-E. base *dheu-, 'to shake'; hence down orig.

meant 'something cast up'. See down, 'soft

plumage'. See also dun, 'hill', and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: down, adv. (q.v.), downy (q.v.)

down, adv., to, or in, a lower place. — Aphetic

for adown, fr. OE. of-dHne, a-dOne, prop, mean-

ing 'from the hill, downhill', fr. of-, a-, 'off,

from', and dUne, dat. of dQn, 'hill'. See down,

'hill'.

Derivatives: down, adj., prep. tr. v. and n.

downward, adv. — OE. adHnweard. See down,

adv., and -ward.

Derivative: downward, adj.

downwards, adv. — Formed fr. prec. word with

adv. gen. suff. -es, -s. See -wards.

downy, adj., covered with, or resembling, down.
— Formed fr. down, 'plumage', with adj.

suff. -y.

Derivatives: downi-ly, adv., downi-ness, n.

downy, adj., resembling downs, undulating. —
Formed fr. down, 'hill', with adj. suff. -y.

Derivative: downi-ness, n.

dowry, n. — ME. dowerie, fr. OF. douaire. See

dower.

dowse, V. — See douse.

dowse, intr. v., to seek water by the aid of a

divining rod. — The word prob. meant origin-

ally 'to dip or plunge into water', and is identical

with douse.

Derivative: dows-er, n.

doxastic, adj., pertaining to opinion. — Gk.
Sojaaxixo:;, 'forming an opinion, conjecturing',

from the verbal adj. stem of So^a^eiv, 'to think,

imagine, to form an opinion', fr. So^a, 'notion;

opinion; honor, glory', which stands forS6x-CTa

and derives fr. Sokeiv, 'to seem good, to seem,

think, believe' (whence also So^fxa, 'that which

one thinks true, opinion, doctrine, decree'), fr.

I.-E. base *dek-, *dok-, 'to take, receive, accept;

acceptable, becoming, good', whence also L.

decere, 'to be seemly or fitting'. See decent and

cp. dogma, the first element in doxology and the

second element in heterodox, orthodox, paradox.

doxology, n., a hymn of praise. — Eccles. L.

doxologia, fr. Eccles. Gk. So^oXoyiS, 'praise,

laudation', which is compounded of Gk. S65«.

'glory', and -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyot;, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See prec. word and -logy. Cp.

also next word.

doxy, n., opinion, doctrine (colloq.) — Back
formation from words ending in -doxy (as

heterodoxy, orthodoxy, etc..) See prec. word.

doxy, n., a wench; a mistress (slang). — Of un-

known origin.

doyen, n., senior member. — F., fr. OF. deien,

fr. L. decdnus, 'one set over ten persons'. See

dean.

doze, intr. and tr. v.— Of Scand. origin. Cp. ON.
dOsa, 'to doze', Dan. dese, 'to make drowsy',

dos, 'drowsiness', d0sig, 'drowsy', which are rel.

to OE. dysig, 'foolish'. See dizzy.

Derivatives: doze, n., doz-y, adj., doz-i-ly, adv.,

doz-i-ness, n.

dozen, n. — OF. dozaine, dosaine, douzaine (F.

douzaine), fr. douze, 'twelve', fr. L. duodecim,

'twelve', fr. duo, 'two', and decern, 'ten'. See

duodecim-.

drab, n., a dirty woman; a slattern. — Of un-

certain origin. Cp. Ir. drobog, Gael, drabag, 'a

dirty woman'.

Derivative: drab, intr. v., to associate with

drabs.

drab, n., i) a kind of cloth of brownish-yellow

color; 2) a brownish-yellow color. — F. drop,

'cloth', fr. Late L. drappus, fr. Gaulish *drappo-.

See drape and cp. drabbet.

Derivatives: drab, adj., drab-ly, adv., drab-

ness, n., drabb-ish, drahb-y, adjs.

Draba, n., a genus of plants of the family Bras-

sicaceae (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Spa^r), name
of a kind of cress.

drabbet, n., a coarse linen material. — Formed
fr. drab, 'cloth', with suff. -et.

drabble, tr. v., to make wet and dirty; to draggle;

intr. v., to become draggled. — ME. drabelen,

drablen, fr. LG. drabbeln, 'to splash in water';

prob. of imitative origin.

Dracaena, n., a genus of plants of the lily family

{bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. Spaxaiva, 'she-dragon',

fem. of Spaxojv. See dragon,

drachm, n., a drachma. — See dram,

drachma, n., i) an ancient Greek coin; 2) an

ancient Greek weight. — L., fr. Gk. Spaxix:?].

See dram and cp. didrachma.

Draco, n., name of a constellation between the

Great and Little Bear. — L. draco, 'dragon'.

See dragon.

Dracocephalum, n., a genus of plants, the dragon

head (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

Spixcov, 'a dragon', and xeyaXyj, 'head' (see

dragon and cephalic); so called in allusion to

the form of the corolla.

draconian, adj., also draconic, 'pertaining to a

dragon'. — See Draco and -ian, resp. -ic.

Draconian, Draconic, also draconian, draconic,

adj., severe, harsh. — Lit. 'in the manner of

Draco', fr. L. Draco, fr. Gk. Apdtxov, the Athen-

ian legislator, who codified his laws in 621

B.C.E. For the meaning of this name in Greek

see dragon.

Dracontlum, n., a genus of plants of the arum
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family (to?.)— ModL., fr. L. dracontium, 'a kind
of plant, the dragon wort', fr. Gk. SpaxAv-riov,

of s.m., fr. Spiixtov, gen. Spaxovxoi;, 'dragon'.

See dragon.

dracunculus, n., i) the Guinea worm; 2) a fish;

3) (cap.) a genus of plants of the arum family

(bot.) — L., 'a small serpent; a kind of fish;

the plant tarragon', dimin. of draco, 'dragon'.

See dragon and -cuius.

draff, n., dregs. — ME. draf, 'dregs', rel. to ON.
draf, 'refuse', Dan., Norw. drav, Swed., MLG.,
MDu., Du. draf, OHG. trebir, MHG., G. treber,

'draff', and possibly also to OHG. truobi,

MHG. triiebe, G. triib, 'dull, sad'; fr. I.-E. base

*dhrebh-, 'to make firm, curdle', whence also

Russ. drob, drobd, 'dregs, lees', Lith. drimbu,

dribti, 'to fall in clots', drebiu, drebti, 'to blot,

blur', drebnus, 'fat', Gk. xp^tpciv, 'to make solid,

thicken, congeal, curdle; to nourish' (lit. 'to

make thick'), ^p6\j,^o(; (a nasalized enlargement

of base *dhrebh-), 'lump, clot', ftpofxPcoaK;, 'coa-

gulation'. Cp. drivel. Cp. also thrematology,

threpsology, threptic, tbrombo-, thrombosis,

trophic.

Derivative: draff-y, adj.

draft, n. — ME. draht, draught, fr. OE. dragon,

'to draw'. See drag, draw, and cp. draught.

Derivatives : draft, draught, tr. v. and adj., draft-

er, draught-er, n., draft-ing, draught-ing, n.,

draft-y, draught-y, adj.

drag, tr. and intr. v. — ME. draggen, fr. OE.
dragan or ON. draga, 'to draw'. See draw and
cp. draggle. Cp. also droshky.

Derivatives: drag, n. (q.v.), dragg-er, n., dragg-

ing, adj., dragg-ing-ly, adv., dragg-y, adj., dragg-

i-Iy, adv., dragg-i-ness, a.

drag, n. — Fr. prec. word. The various meanings
of this noun are all traceable to the original

meaning, 'that which drags or is dragged'. Cp.
drogue.

draggle, tr. and intr. v. — Formed from the verb

drag with freq. suff. -le. Cp. drawl.

Derivative : dragg-ly, adv.

dragoman, n., guide and interpreter. — F. drago-

man, drogman, fr. It. dragomano, fr. MGk.
Spayoufiavot;, fr. targumdn, Egypt, pronuncia-

tion of Arab, tarjumdn, fr. Aram, turgh'mdnd, ult.

fr. Akkad. targumdnu, 'interpreter'. See Targum.
dragon, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. draconem, ace.

of draco, 'a kind of a serpent ; dragon', fr. Gk.
Spaxcov, which prob. means lit. 'the sharp-

sighted one', and is rel. to S^pxeaOai, 'to look
at', fr. I.-E. base *derk-, *d[k-, 'to see, look at',

whence also 01. dars-, 'to see', da-ddrsa, 'I have
seen', darsatdfi, 'visible", dfs-, 'seeing, sight',

Avestic darshti-, 'sight', Alb. drite (for *drkta-),

'light', Goth. (ga)tarhjan, 'to make distinct',

OE. torht, 'bright', OHG. zoraht, 'clear', Olr.

derc, 'eye', W. drych, 'aspect', drem, Bret.

dremm (for *di-ic-smd), 'face'. Cp. darshana,

Dracaena, Dracootiom, dracunculus, dragoon,

drake, 'dragon', rancle, tarragon.
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Derivatives: dragon-ess, n., dragonet (q.v.), dra-

gonnade (q.v.)

dragonet, n., i) a little dragon; 2) a small marine
fish. — OF., dimin. of dragon. See dragon
and -et.

dragonnade, n., persecution of the French pro-

testants during Louis XIV; military attack on
the civil population.— F., fr. dragon, 'dragoon'.

See dragon and -ade.

dragoon, n. — F. dragon, 'dragon, dragoon, car-

bine' ; so called from its resemblance to the fire

breathing dragon of the fable. See dragon.

Derivatives: dragoon, tr. v., dragoon-age, n.,

dragoon-er, n.

drail, tr. and intr. v., to drag or trail; to draggle.

— A blend of drag and trail.

Derivative: drail, n.

drain, tr. and intr. v. — ME. draynen, fr. OE.
drehnigean, dreahnian, drehnian, 'to strain', lit.

'to dry out', and rel. to OE. dryge, 'dry'. See dry.

Derivatives: drain, n., drain-age, n., drain-ed,

adj., drain-er, n.

draisine, n., a dandy horse. — F. draisine, drai-

sienne, fr. G. Draisine, named after its inventor,

Baron Karl von Drais of Saverbrun near Mann-
heim (died in 1851).

drake, n., the male of the duck. — ME. drake,

rel. to LG. drake and to the second element in

OHG. anutrehho. (This latter stands for *anut-

trahho, a compound, the first element of which

is cogn. with L. anas, 'duck'; see Anas.) ME.
and LG. drake and the second element in OHG.
*anut-trahho are of imitative origin and mean
'drake'. (Cp. Alamannic rdtsch, rdtscher, 'drake',

from the verb ratschen, 'to rattle'.) Accordingly

OHG. anutrehho (whence MHG. antrech, G.
Enterich) is tautological and lit. means 'duck-

duck'.

drake, n., dragon. — ME., fr. OE. draca, fr. L.

draco, 'dragon'. See dragon.

dram, n., a weight. — OF. drame (F. drachme),

fr. L. drachma, 'drachma', fr. Gk. Spaxjjf?), 'an

Attic weight; a silver coin', lit. 'a handful', rel.

to Spayixr;, 'handful', Spaytia, 'a sheaf, lit. 'as

much as one can grasp, a handful', from the

stem of 8paiT(T£(j9-ai (for *Sp!XX-<JS<j^ai), 'to

clutch, grasp, seize'; cogn. with Arm. trgak,

'faggot', perh. also with OSlav. po-dragU,

'border', OHG. zarga, 'border, edge, frame',

ON. targa, OE. targe, 'shield, buckler'. Cp.

drachma, Drassidae. Cp. also targe, 'shield'.

drama, n. — Late L., fr. Gk. Spa(jLa, 'deed, act,

action represented on the stage, drama', fr.

Spav, 'to do, accomplish', which is rel. to Spatveiv,

'to be ready to do', and cogn. with Lith. daraH,

daryti, Lett, darit, 'to make, do'. Cp. drastic.

For the ending see suff. -ma.

dramatic, adj. — Late L. drdmaticus, fr. Gk.
Spajiarixoi;, 'dramatic', fr. Spa(ia, gen. SpijiaTO?,

'drama'. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivative: dramatic-at-Iy, adv.

dramatis peisonae, the characters in a play. — L.
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dramatist, n., a writer of plays. — Formed with

suff. -ist fr. Gk. Spajxa, gen. Sp^jjiaTog, 'drama'.

See drama,

dramatize, tr. v., to make into a drama. — See

dramatist and -ize and cp. F. dramatiser.

Derivatives: dramatiz-ation, n., dramatiz-er, n.

dramaturge, n., a dramatist. — P., fr. Gk. Spa-

(AaToupyoq, 'a maker of plays, dramatist', which

iscompounded ofSpafxa, gen. Spajiaxoc'drama',
and ^pyov, 'work'. See drama and work and cp.

ergon and words there referred to. The word

dranmturge was introduced into French in 1668

by the poet Jean Chapelain (1595-1674).

dramaturgy, n., composition and production of

plays.— G. Dramaturgic, fr. Gk. SpaiAaToupyta,

'dramatic composition', fr.8pa[iaToupY6(;,'maker

of plays'. See prec. word and- y (representing

Gk. -(a). Dramaturgic was introduced into

German by the German critic and dramatist

GottholdEphraimLessing(i729-8i)in his /fam-

burgische Dramaturgic (1767-69).

Derivatives : rframaf«r^-ic, adj., dramaturg-ist,n.

drank, past tense of drink. — ME. dranc, fr. OE.

dranc, fr. drincan, 'to drink'. See drink,

drape, tr. v. — F. draper, 'to cover with cloth,

drape', fr. drap, 'cloth', fr. Late L. drappus,

which is prob. of Gaulish origin and ult. de-

rives fr. I.-E. *dre-p-, 'to tear off', whence also

01. drdpih, 'mantle, garment'. Lith. drapanos

(pi.), 'linen, women's linen, undergarment' (the

original meaning prob. was 'a piece torn off'),

Gk. Sp^neiv, 'to pluck', Russ. drdpati, drjdpati,

Pol. drapac, Serbo-Croat, drdpati, 'to scratch,

tear'. I.-E. *dre-p- is a -p-enlargement of base

*der-, 'to flay', whence Gk. S^peiv, 'to flay',

Sepjxa, 'skin'. See derma and cp. drab, 'a kind

of cloth', trap, 'clothes'. Cp. also the first ele-

ment in drepanoid.

drape, n. — Partly fr. F. drap, partly fr. drape, v.

draper, n. — ME., fr. AF. draper, which cor-

responds to OF., F. drapier, fr. drap, 'cloth'.

See drape, v., and agential suff. -er.

drapery, n. — OF. (= F.) draperie, fr. draper, 'to

cover with cloth, drape'. See drape, v., and

-ery.

Derivative: drapery, tr. v.

Drassidae, n. pL, a family of spiders (zool.) —
ModL., lit., 'seizers', formed with suff. -idae fr.

Gk. SpdcCTCTca^ai (for *8pax-ae<Td^ai), 'to clutch,

grasp, seize'. See dram,

drastic, adj., having a strong effect. — Gk. Spao-

Tix6i;, 'active, efficient, violent', fr. Spaoroi;,

'done', verbal adj. of Spav, 'to do, accomplish'.

See drama and -ic.

Derivative: drastic-al-ly, adv.

drat, interj. — Fr. od rot, which is aphetic for

God rot.

draught, n. — See draft,

draughts, n., the British name for the game of

checkers. — PI. of prec. word.

Dravidian, adj., pertaining to a race in Southern

India or to the languages spoken by them. —

Formed with suff. ian fr. OI. Drdvidah, name of

a region in Southern India.

draw, tr. and intr. v. — ME. drahen, drawen,

fr. OE. dragan, 'to draw', rel. to ON. draga, 'to

draw', OS. dragan, OFris. draga, drega, MDu.
draghen, dreghen, OHG. tragan, MHG., G.

tragen, 'to bear, carry', Goth, ga-dragan, 'to

pull, draw', and perh. cogn. with L. trahere,

'to pull, draw'. See tract, 'region', and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also drag, draggle,

drail, drawl, dray, dredge, 'dragnet'. Cp. also

droshky.

Derivatives: draw, n., draw-ee, n., draw-er, n.,

draw-ing, n.

Drawcansir, n., bully, braggart. — Named after

a character in George ViUiers, the 2nd Duke of

Buckinham's The Rehearsal (1672). According

to the OED. the name was coined from (the

phrase) 'draw a can of liquor'.

drawing room. — Abbreviation of withdrawing

room: orig. name of the room into which the

ladies would withdraw at the end of dinner. See

withdraw.

drawl, intr. and tr. v. — Prob. freq. of draw;

cp. Du. dralen, 'to be slow', fr. dragen, 'to

draw'. Cp. draggle.

Derivatives: drawl, n., drawl-er, n., drawl-ing,

adj., drawl-ing-ly, adv., drawl-ing-ness, n.,

drawl-y, adj.

drawn, pp. of draw. — ME. drawen, fr. OE. dra-

gen, fr. dragan, 'to draw'. See draw.

dray, n., a strong cart used for carrying heavy

loads. — ME. dreie, fr. OE. drsege, 'a dragnet',

lit. 'that which is drawn', fr. dragan, 'to draw'.

Cp. ON. draga, pi. drogur, 'timber carried on

horseback trailing along the ground', Swed.

driig, 'sledge, dray', and see draw.

dray, n., a squirrel's nest. — See drey.

dread, tr. and intr. v. — ME. dreden, prob.

aphetic for adreden, fr. OE. ddrSdan, var. of

andrxdan, 'to fear', which is rel. to OS. ant-

dradan, OHG. in-tratan, 'to fear'.

Derivatives: dread, n., dread, adj. (q.v.), dread-

ed, dread-ful, adjs., dread-ful-ly, adv.

dread, adj. — ME., prop. pp. of dread, v.

dreadnought, n. and adj. — Lit. 'dreading noth-

ing'; compounded of dread, v., and nought.

dreadnought, n., largest type of battleship. — So

called from the name of the first such battleship,

launched in 1906.

dream, n. — ME. dreem, dreme, rel. to OS. drom,

ON. draumr, Norw. draum, Dan. dr0m, Swed.

drom, OFris. dram, Du. droom, OHG., MHG.
troum, G. Traum, 'dream'. These words prob.

derive fr. Teut. *drauma (for *draugma-), and

lit. mean 'deception, illusion, phantom', and,

accordingly, are rel. to ON. draugr, OS. gidrog,

MDu. gedroch, OHG. gitrog, MHG. getroc,

'phantom, ghost', OS. bi-driogan, 'to deceive',

OHG. triogan, 'to lie', MHG. triegen, G.

triigen, 'to deceive' (whence Trug, 'deception').

Derivatives: dream, intr. and tr. v., dream-er.



n., dream-ful, adj., dream-ful-ly, adv., dream-ful-
ness, n., dream-less, adj., dream-less-ly, adv.,

dream-less-ness, n., dream-like, adj., dream-y,
adj., dream-i-ly, adv.

drear, adj. (poe/.) — Shortened fr. dreary.

dreary, adj. — ME. dreri, dreori, fr. OE. dreorig,

'bloodstained, gory; sad, sorrowful', fr. dreor,

'gore, blood' ; rel. to OHG. trurac, MHG. triirec,

G. traurig, 'sad, sorrowful', OHG. Iruren, 'to

lower the eyes; to mourn, lament; MHG. tru-

ren, G. trauern, 'to mourn, lament', and to OE.
dreosan, 'to fall, sink, become slow, become in-

active', OS. driosan, Goth, driusan, 'to fall',

MHG. tror, 'dew, rain'. Cp. drowse, drizzle.

Derivatives: drear-i-ly, adv., drear-i-ness, n.

dredge, n., a dragnet, — From the stem of OE.
dragon, 'to draw'. See draw.

Derivative: dredge, tr. v., to gather with a
dredge; intr. v., to use a dredge.

dredge, tr. v., to sprinkle. — Orig. 'to sprinkle

with flour', fr. obsol. dredge, 'sweetmeat', fr.

ME. dragie, drage, fr. OF. dragie, dragee (F.

dragee), 'sugarplum, sugar almond', which de-

rives fr. L. tragemata (pi.), 'dessert, confection-

ery', fr. Gk. TpayTifiaTix, pi. of xpayTjixa, 'sweet-

meat, dessert, confectionery', fr. Gk. TpayeTv,

II. aor. of xpcoyciv, 'to gnaw, nibble'. See trout

and cp. tragic, troglodyte.

dredge, n., a mixture of grain sown together. —
OF. dragie (F. dragee), 'fodder, provender', fr.

Gaulish-L. *dravocdta, fr. L. dravoca, 'bur'.

See tare, 'a creeping grass', and cp. doob.

dredger, n., a boat used for dredging. — Formed
fr. dredge, 'dragnet', with agential suff. -er.

dredger, n., a metal box for sprinkling flour, etc.

— Formed fr. dredge, 'to sprinkle', with agent-

ial suff. -er.

dree, tr. v., to endure (archaic.) — ME. dreen,

fr. OE. dreogan, 'to work, suffer, endure', rel.

to ON. drygja, 'to do, accomplish', Goth, driu-

gan, 'to serve as a soldier', and cogn. with
OSlav. drugu, 'friend', Lith. draugas, draHgalas,

'friend, comrade', Lett, drdugs, 'friend', OPruss.
draugiwaldunen (ace.), 'coheir'. Cp. drudge.

dreg, n. — ME., fr. ON. dregg, which is rel. to

OE. driest, dserst, dxrste, 'dregs, lees', OHG.
trestir, MHG., G. trester, 'grapeskins, husks',

and cogn. with Gk. rpaxu?, 'rough'. Alb. drd,

(for *dhroghd), 'dregs of oil'; OLith. drages,

OPruss. dragios, OSlav. drozdij^, 'lees'. See tra-

chea and cp. dross.

Derivatives: dregg-ish, adj., dregg-y, adj., dregg-
i-ly, adv., dregg-i-ness, n.

drench, tr. v. — ME. drenchen, fr. OE. drencan,

'to give to drink', for 'drank-jan, causative of
drincan, 'to drink'. Cp. ON. drekkja, Swcd.
drdnka, Du. drenken, G. tranken, Goth, dragk-
jan, 'to give to drink', and see drink.

Derivatives: drench, n. (q.v.), drench-er, n.,

drench-ing-ly, adv.

drench, n. — ME. drench, fr. OE. drenc, 'a drink,

potion', fr. drencan, 'to give to drink'. Cp.
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OS., MLG., Du. drank, OHG., MHG.,G. trank,

and see drench, v.

Drepanis, n., name of a genus of birds {zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. Speiravtc;, a kind of bird, prob.

'the swift', fr. SpcTtavir), 'sickle'; so called from
its sickle-shaped wings. See next word.

drepanoid, adj., sickle-shaped. — Compounded
of Gk. SpETtdtvY), 'sickle, reaping hook', and
-osiS-:/)?, 'like', fr. etSo?, 'form, shape'. The
first element is rel. to Sp^jrsiv, 'to pluck'; see

drape. The second element derives fr. Gk. ISoq,

'form, shape' ; see -old.

dress, tr. and intr. v. — ME. dressen, 'to direct,

prepare; to dress', fr. OF. (= F.) dresser, fr.

VL. *dirgctiare, fr. L. dlrectus, pp. of dirigere,

'to put into a straight line; to direct, guide'. See

direct, v., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: dress, n., dresser (q.v.), dress-ing,

n., dress-y, adj., dress-i-ly, adv., dress-i-ness, n.

dresser, n., one who dresses. — Formed fr. dress,

v., with agential suff'. -er.

dresser, n., cupboard. — F. dressoir, fr. dresser.

See dress, v.

drew, past tense of draw. — ME. drew, fr. OE.
dreow, fr. dragon, 'to draw'. See draw.

drey, also dray, n., a squirrel's nest. — Of un-

certain origin.

dribble, intr. v., to fall in drops ; tr. v., to let fall in

drops. — Freq. of the verb drib, an obsolete

var. of drip. For the ending see suff. -le.

Derivatives: dribble, n., dribbl-er, n.

driblet, n., a small amount. — Dimin. of the ob-

solete noun drib. See prec. word and -et.

drift, n. — ME. drift, formed with suff'. -/ fr. OE.
drifan, 'to drive'. Cp. ON. drift, 'snowdrift',

Dan., Swed., Du. drift, G. Trift, 'pasturage,

drove, flock'. See drive and cp. adrift. Drift

stands to drive as gift stands to give, rift to rive,

shrift to shrive, thrift to thrive.

Derivatives: drift, intr. and tr. v., drift-age, n.,

drift-er, n., drift-ing, n., and adj., drift-ing-ly,

adv., drift-y, adj.

drill, tr. and intr. v., to bore. — Du. drillen, 'to

bore; to train (soldiers)', fr. I.-E. base *ter-, 'to

turn, to bore by turning', whence also OE.
pyrel, 'hole'. See thrill.

drill, n., an instrument for boring. — Partly fr.

Du. dril, drille, 'an instrument for boring' (fr.

drillen, 'to bore'), partly fr. drill, 'to bore'.

drill, tr. v., to train (soldiers, etc.) — Du. drillen,

'to train', identical with the verb drillen, 'to

bore' (see drill, 'to bore'). For sense develop-

ment cp. MLG. drillen, 'to turn, roll'.

Derivative: drill, n., the act of training (sol-

diers, etc.).

drill, n., a small furrow. — Fr. obsol. drill, 'rill',

which is of Uncertain origin.

Derivative: drill, tr. v., to sow in drills.

drill, n., a kind of coarse twilled cotton. — Fr.

earlier drilling, corruption of G. Drillich, fr.

MHG. driKOch, from the OHG. adjective drilich,

'threefold', alteration of L. trittx, gen. -licis.
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'woven with three sets of leashes, triply twilled',

fr. ter, 'three times', and licium, 'a thread of the

web', which is rel. to obliquus, 'slanting, side-

long'. See tri- and oblique and cp. twill,

drill, n., a baboon of Western Africa. — Native

name. Cp. mandrill,

drilling, n., the act of a person who drills. —
Formed from the verb drill with subst. suff.

-ing.

drilling, n. — Original, but now obsolete form

of drill, 'twilled cotton'.

drink, tr. and intr. v. — ME. drinken, fr. OE.

drincan, rel. to OS. drinkan, OFris. drinka, Du.

drinken, OHG. trinkan, MHG., G. trinken,

ON. drekka, Dan. drikke, Swed. dricka, Goth.

drigkan, 'to drink'. Cp. drench, drunken, drown.

Derivatives: drink n., drink-able, adj., drink-er,

n., drink-ing, n.

drip, intr. and tr. v. — ME. drippen, fr. OE. dryp-

pan, rel. to MLG., Du. druipen, MHG. trUpfen,

Dan. dryppe, lit. 'to fall in drops'. Cp. OHG.
triofan, MHG., G. triefen, 'to drop, drip', OE.

droppian, 'to drop', and see drop. Cp. also

dribble.

Derivatives: drip, n., dripp-ing, n. and adj.,

dripp-y, adj.

drive, tr. and intr. v.— ME. driven, fr. OE. drifan,

rel. to ON. drifa, Dan. drive, Swed. driva, OS.

drWan, Du. drijven, OHG. triban, MHG. triben,

G. treiben, Goth, dreiban, 'to drive'. Cp. drift,

drove, n.

Derivative: drive, n., driv-er, n., driv-ing, n. and

adj., dfiv-ing-ly, adv.

drivel, intr.v., i) to slaver; 2) to talk foolishly. —
ME. drevelen, drivelen, dravelen, fr. OE. dreflian,

'to slobber'
;
prob. rel. to draff, (q.v.) Cp. drool.

Derivatives: drivel, n., drivet(l)-er, n., drivel(l)-

ing-ly, adv.

driven, adj., prop. pp. of drive. — ME. driven,

fr. OE. drifen, 'driven', pp. oi drifan, 'to drive'.

See drive,

drizzle, intr. and tr. v. — Freq. of ME. dresen,

'to fall', fr. OE. dreosan. See dreary and freq.

suff. -le and cp. drowse.

Derivatives: drizzle, n., i^r/zz/-;', adj.

drogher, n., a kind of vessel.— Du., now spelled

droger, lit. 'drier', whence 'a vessel for drying

herrings', fr. drogen, 'to dry', fr. droog, 'dry'. See

dry and agential suff. -er.

drogue, n., a small buoy attached to the end of a

harpoon line. — Prob. rel. to drag, n. Cp. dial.

E. drug, 'to drag'.

droit, n., legal right. — F. droit, 'right' (n.), fr.

droit, 'right' (adj.), fr. L. directus, pp. of diri-

gere, 'to put into a straight line, direct". Cp.

OProven?. dreich, dreit, dret, Catal. dret, Sp.

derecho. Port, dereito. It. diritto, dritto, 'right',

which all derive fr. L. directus. See direct, v,

and adj., and cp. adroit, maladroit,

droll, adj., I) amusingly odd; n., a droll person,

funny, droll, odd. — F. drole, 'funny, droll,

odd', from the noun drole, 'a funny fellow', fr.

earlier F. drolte, fr. MDu. droll, 'an odd little

fellow'.

Derivatives: droll, v., droll-ish, adj., drolt-ish-

ness, n., droll-y, adv., droll-ness, n.

drollery, n. — F. drolerie, fr. drole. See prec.

word and -ery.

-drome, combining form lit. meaning 'running,

course', as in aerodrome. — Gk. -SpofAO?, fr.

Sp6(xo?, 'a running, course, race, racecourse'.

See dromedary.

dromedary, n. — OF. dromedaire (F. dromadaire),

fr. Late L. dromeddrius {camelus), fr. dramas,

gen. -adis, 'running', fr. Gk. Spojia?, gen. -aSo?,

of s.m., which is rel. to 8pa(jLeiv, 'to run',

S£8po(i.a, 'I ran', Spo^Aoi;, 'a running, course,

race, racecourse', fr. I.-E. base *drem-, 'to run',

whence also OI. drdmati, 'runs'. Base *drem- is a

collateral form of base *drd-, 'to move quickly, to

run', whence Ol.drdti, 'runs, hastens', Gk. dcTtoSi-

Spacrxeiv, 'to run away' (with reduplication of

base *Spa-), Spaafjio?, 'a running away, flight',

^SpatJTo?, 'not inclined to run away', 'ASpaa-

Tsia, 'Nemesis', lit. 'from whom there is no

escape', and prob. also ON. titra, OHG. zit-

taron, 'to tremble'. Cp. Adrastea, -drome,

Dromiacea, Dromiceius, dromond, and the

second element in anadromous, Boedromion,

catadromous, hippodrome, lampadedromy, loxo-

dromic, palindrome, prodrome, syndrome. Cp.

also teeter. — The change of a to e in Late L.

dromeddrius is due to the influence of Latin

words ending in -eddrius, as esseddrius, 'a fighter

in a British or a Gallic war chariot' (see esse-

dum), vereddrius, 'post boy, courier' (fr. veredus,

'a swift horse'). F. dromadaire—with a in-

stead of e—has been refashioned after Gk.

8po[X(xi;.

Dromiacea, n., a group of crabs (zool.)— Formed

with suff. -acea fr. Gk. Spojxiac, 'crab', lit.

'runner', rel. to Spofio? 'a running, course',

Spafxeiv, 'to run'. See prec. word.

Dromiceius, n., the genus of ratite birds, the emu

(prnithol.) — ModL., fr. Spojxatoi;, 'running

fast, swift', fr. Spofio?, 'a running, course'. See

dromedary and cp. prec. word.

dromond, n., a large fast-sailing ship of the Middle

Ages. — OF. dromon, dromont, fr. Late L. dro-

monem, ace. of dromo, 'a fast-sailing vessel', fr.

Gk. SpoiJLtov, of s.m., lit. 'a runner', fr. Sp6iio?,

'a running, course'. See dromedary.

-dromous, combining form meaning 'running', as

in catadromous. — Gk. -Spo(ji,o(;, fr. Sp6|j.o(;, 'a

running, course'. See -drome. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -oq, see suff. -ous.

drone, n., the male of the honeybee. — ME. dra-

ne, fr. OE. drdn, drxn, rel. to OS. drdn, dreno,

MLG. drone (whence Dan. drone, G. Drohne),

MDu. drdne, OHG. treno, MHG. trene, 'drone',

and cogn. with Gk. ^pojva?, 'drone', the second

element in tev&ptjvt), 'a kind of wasp', and in

dev*pT)vT), 'wild bee', ^pijvoi;,' dirge', from the

I.-E. base *dhrSn-, 'to hum, buzz, murmur'.



whence also OI. dhrdnati, 'resounds', Mir. dre-

sacht (for *drmsacht), 'to cry' (said of a swan)
(L. drensdre, of s.m., is a Celtic loan word). Cp.
threnetic, Anthrenus, Tenthredinidae. Base
*dhren- is an enlargement of the imitative base
*dher-, whence Gk. S-peio&ai (for *S^pifeo^ai).

'to cry aloud, shriek', ^poeiv, of s.m., ^pfjoq,

^poxiQ, 'noise, murmur', -^puXo?, 'murmur',
ftopupo?, 'noise', OE. dream, OS. drom, MDu.
droom, 'musical sound, melody'. Cp. dor.

drone, intr. v., to make a monotonous humming
sound; tr.v,, to utter in a dull monotonous tone.

— Rel. to—and prob. even derived from

—

drone, n. Cp. the rel. words MLG. dronen

(whence Du. dreunen, G. drohnen), Dan. drene,

Swed. drona, Norw., Icel. drynja, 'to roar',

Goth, drunjus, 'sound'.

Derivative: dron-ing-ly, adv.

drongo, n., any of various crowlike birds of the

family Dicruridae. — Malagasy.

drool, intr. v., to drivel; n., to talk foolishly

{U.S. Slang) — Fr. drivel.

Derivative: drool, n.

droop, intr. v., to sink, hang down; to fail; tr.v.,

to let sink or hang down. — ME. droupen, fr.

ON. drUpa, 'to droop, sink', which is rel. to

ON. dropi, OE. dropa, 'drop'. See next word.
Derivatives: droop-er, n., droop-ing, adj., droop-

ing-ly, adv., droop-ing-ness, n.

drop, n. — ME. drope, fr. OE. dropa, 'drop', rel.

to OS. drupu, ON, dropi, MLG. troppe, Du.
drop, OHG. tropfo, MHG. tropfe, G. Tropfen,

'drop', OE. dreopan, OS. driopan, ON. drjupa,

OFris. dridpa, Du. druipen, OHG. triofan,

MHG., G. triefen, 'to drop, drip'. All these

words derive fr. I.-E. base *dhrub-, whence also

Olr. drucht (for *drupt), 'dewdrop'. Cp.—with

-bh formative element—Gk. SpuTtreiv, 'to break
to pieces, break small, crush', and—with -p-

formative element—Lett, drupu, drupt, 'to crum-
ble to pieces'. Cp. drip. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in Cladrastis and in lithontriptic.

drop, tr. and intr. v. — OE. dropian, fr. dropa,

'drop'. See drop, n.

Derivatives: dropp-er, n., dropp-ing, n.

droplet, n. — Formed fr. drop, n., with dimin.
suff. -let.

dropsy, n. — ME. dropsie, aphetic for ME. idrop-

sie, ydropsie, fr. OF. idropisie (F. hydropisie),

fr. L. hydropisis, fr. Gk. (jSp<o4', 'dropsy', which
is formed from GSoip, 'water', and suff. -toij;, lit.

'-eyed'. See hydro- and -ops and cp. hydropsy,

which is a doublet of dropsy.

Derivatives: drops-ical, adj., drops-ical-ly, adv.
Drosera, n., a genus of plants, the sundew {hot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. Spooep6q, 'dewy', fr. 8p6cjoi;,

'dew', which is of uncertain origin; so called

because the glands of the leaves exude drops
of a fluid resembling dewdrops.

Droseraceae, n.pl., the sundew family {hot) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

droseraceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.
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droshky, also drosky, n. — Russ. drozki {pi),

dimin. of drogi (pi.), 'wagon', rel. to doroga,

(which corresponds to Pol. drdga, Czech drdha),

'way', and cogn. with Norw. drag, 'drawing
rope', and with ON. draga, 'to draw' ; see drag,

draw. For the relationship between Russ. drogi,

'wagon', and doroga, 'way', cp. E. wain and
wagon, which are related to way.

drosometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

quantity of dew. — Compounded of Gk.
SpoiTo?, 'dew', and [j,sTpov, 'measure'. See Dro-
sera and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

dross, n., refuse. — ME. drosse, fr. OE. dross,

'dregs, dirt', rel. to drosna (pi.), 'dregs', MDu.
droesen{e), Du. droesem, OHG. truosana,

MHG. drusene, G. Drusen, 'husks, dregs', and
to E. dreg (q.v.) Cp. druse.

Derivatives: dross, tr. v., dross-er, n., dross-y,

adj., dross-i-ness, n.

drought, n. — ME. drougth, drugthe, fr. OE.
drUgad, drUgod, rel. to OE. drUgian, 'to dry,

wither', dryge, 'dry', and to Du. droogte,

'drought'. See dry.

Derivative: drought-y, adj.

drove, n., a number of cattle, or other animals,

driven; a herd. — ME. drof, drove, fr. OE. drdf,

drsef, 'drove, herd, crowd, band', rel. to drifan,

'to drive'. See drive.

Dirivative: dro-ver, n.

drove, past tense of drive. — ME. drof, fr. OE.
drdf, 'drove', fr. drifan, 'to drive'. See drive.

drown, intr. and tr. v. — ME. drunen, drounen,

corresponding to OE. *driinian. Cp. ME. drunk-

nen, fr. OE. druncnian, 'to become intoxicated

;

to be drowned'. Cp. also ON. drukna, 'to be
drowned', G. ertrdnken, 'to drown', ertrinken,

'to be drowned', and see drink.

Derivatives: drown-er, n., drown-ing-ly, adv.

drowse, intr. and tr. v. — OE. drUsian, drusan,

'to become languid, to be slow or sluggish', rel.

to dreosan, 'to fall, sink'. See dreary.

Derivatives: drowse, n., drows-y, adj., drows-i-

ly, adv., drows-i-ness, n.

drub, tr. v., to beat with a stick ; intr. v., to stamp.
— The orig. meaning was 'to bastinado'; prob.

fr. Arab, darb, 'a beating (with a stick)', fr.

ddraba, 'he beat, struck'.

Derivatives: drub, n., drubb-er, n., drubb-ing, n.

drudge, intr. and tr. v. — ME. druggen, prob. fr.

OE. dreogan, 'to work, suffer, endure'. See dree.

Derivatives: drudge, n., drudg-ery, n., drudg-

ing-ly, adv.

drug, n. — ME. drogge, drugge, fr. F. drogue, fr.

MLG. droge fate, 'dry casks', i.e. 'goods in

packing cases', in which phrase droge was mis-

taken to be the name of the contents. See E.

Gamillschefe, Etymologisches Worterbuch der

franzosischen Sprache, 191 8, p. 327. For the

etymology of MLG. droge see dry.

Derivatives: drug, tr, and intr. v. drugg-er, n.,

druggery (q.v.), drugget (q.v.), druggist (q.v.),

drugg-y, adj.
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druggery, n., i) drugs; 2) a place for selling drugs.

— F. droguerie, fr. drogue. See drug and -ery.

drugget, n., a coarse woolen fabric.— F. droguei,

fr. drogue, 'drug ; worthless stuff, trash'. See drug,

druggist, n. — F. droguiste, a hybrid coined fr.

drogue and -iste, a suff. of Greek origin. See

drug and -ist.

druid, n., an ancient Celtic priest or soothsayer.

— F. druide, fr. L. pi. druides (Caesar), druidae

(Cicero), fr. OCelt. druid, which stands for

*dru-wid, and is compounded of *daru-, *dru-,

'oak', and *wid-, 'know', hence lit. meaning
'they who know the oak' ; so called in allusion

to their practices with the mistletoe. Cp. Pliny,

16, 249. For the first element see tree and cp.

dryas, Drusilla, for the second see vision.

Derivatives: the hybrids druid-ess, n,, druid-ic,

druid-ic-al, adjs,, druid-ism, n., druid-ry, n.

drum, n. — Prob. fr. LG. trumme or MDu. trom-

me, 'drum'; cp. Du. trom, trommel, Dan. trom-

me, MHG. trume, trumme, trumbe, G. Trommel,

Dan. tromme, Swed. trumma, 'drum'; of imi-

tative origin. Cp. tromljone, trommel, trump,

'trumpet'.

Derivatives: drum, intr. and tr. v., drumm-er, n.,

drumm-y, adj.

drum, n. — See drumlin.

drumble, n., a sluggish person. — A var. of

dumble, which itself is a dial. var. of dummel.

Derivative: drumble, intr. v., drumbl-er, n.

drumiin, n., a small hill consisting of glacial drift

{geol.) — Fr. drumling, dimin. of drum, 'ridge'

(cp. 2j)d drum), fr. Gael, and Ir. druim, 'back,

ridge', which is rel. to Olr. druimm, W. trum,

of s.m.

Drummond light. — Named after the Scottish

engineer Thoms Drummond {i-jgj-1840).

drunk, adj. — ME. drunke, alter. o( drunken, fr.

OE. druncen, 'drunk', fr. drincan, 'to drink';

prop. pp. of drink.

Derivatives: drunk, n., drunk-ard, n., drunken

(q.v.), drunk-ery, n.

drunken, adj. — ME., fr. OE. druncen, 'one who
has drunk, intoxicated'; prop, old pp. of drink.

Cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: drunken-ly, adv., drunken-ness, n.

drupe, n., stone fruit {bot.) — F., fr. L. drupa,

druppa (scil. oliva), 'an overripe (olive)', fr. Gk.
SpijTtTca, which is shortened fr. Spu-TrenT)?, 'ripen-

ed on the tree', said especially of olives. See

dryad and pepsin.

Derivatives: drup-aceous, adj., drupel (q.v.),

drupeole (q.v.), drupi-ferous, adj.

drupel, drupelet, n., a little drupe. — Formed fr.

prec. word with the dimin. suffixes -el, resp, -el

and -et.

druse, n., a cavity in a rock lined with crystals

{geol) — G. Druse, 'druse, geode; sediment,

husks, dregs', rel. to OE. drosna, 'dregs', dross,

'dregs, dirt'. See dross.

Druse, n., member of a Moliammedan sect. —
Arab, durhz, pi. of darazt, 'Druse'. Named after

the founder of the sect, Ismail ad-Darazl, 'the

tailor' (nth cent.) Cp. darzee, 'tailor'.

Drusilla, fem. PN. — L. Drusilla, fern, dimin. of
L. DrOsus, a surname frequently occurring in

the Livian gens, for earlier Drausus, which is

prob. a Celtic word and lit. means 'strong'. Cp.
OCelt. *daru-, *dru-, 'oak ; strong', and see druid.

dry, adj. — ME. dry, drie, fr. OE. dryge, 'dry',

rel. to MLG. droge, droge, MDu. druge, droghe,

Du. droog, OHG. trucchan, MHG. trucken,

trocken, G. trocken, 'dry', ON. draugr, 'dry

wood', OE. drOgad, drugod, 'drought'. Cp.
drain, drogher, drought, drug.

Derivatives: dry, n., dry-ish, adj., dry-ly, adv.,

dry-ness, n.

dry, tr. and intr. v. — ME. dryen, drien, fr. OE.
drygan, fr. dryge, 'dry'. See dry, adj.

Derivative: dry-er, n.

dryad, n., a forest nymph. — L. dryas (pi. drya-

des), fr. Gk. Spua? (pi. SpuaSsi;), fr. 8pu(;, gen.

8pu6<;, 'oak; tree', which is rel. to Spijjx^i;, 'oak-

wood; wood', 86pu, 'stem, tree, beam, shaft of

a spear, spear', SEv8peov, 8£vSpov (dissimilated

fr, *8sp-SpEf-ov), 'tree', fr. I.-E. base *derew-

(o)-, *drew{o)-, 'tree, wood', whence also OE.
trio, treow, 'tree, wood'. See tree and cp. dendro-,

dory-, the first element in druid and the second

element in deodar, germander, hamadryad.

dryasdust, n., a dry, pedantic man.— Compound-
ed of the words dry as dust.

Derivative: dryasdust, adj., dry and pedantic.

dual, adj., composed of two. — L. dudlis, 'con-

taining two', fr. duo, 'two', which is cogn. with

Gk. Siio, OE. tU, 'two'. See two and adj. suff. -al

and cp. deuce, double, doubt, dozen, dubious,

duel, duet, duplex.

Derivatives : dual, n., dualin (q.v.), dual-ism, n.,

dual-ist, n., dualist-ic, adj., duality (q.v.), dualize

(q.v.), dual-ly, adv., dual-ness, n.

dualin, n., an explosive made of sawdust, nitro-

glycerin and potassium nitrate {chem.)— Form-
ed with chem. suff. -in fr. L. dudlis, 'containing

two' (see prec. word); so called in allusion to

the two substances added to nitroglycerin.

duality, n., the quality of being dual. — F. dua-

lite, fr. Late L. dudlitdlem, ace. of dualitds, 'the

number two', fr. L. dudlis. See dual and -ity.

dualize, tr. v., to make, or regard as, dual. —
Formed with suff. -ize fr. L. dudlis. See dual.

Derivative: dualiz-ation, n.

dub, tr. v., to make a knight. — OE. dubbian, 'to

knight', rel. to ON. dubba, 'to equip, adorn;

to knight", LG. dubben, 'to strike' ; see dowel.

OF. adober (also spelled aduber, adouber), 'to

dub' [whence F. adouber, 'to touch (a piece of

chess)], is a Teut. loan word.

Derivatives: dubb-er, n., dubb-ing, n.

dub, tr. and intr. v., to thrust ; n., a thrust.— Prob.

of imitative origin.

dub, n., a pool, a puddle. — Of uncertain origin.

dub, n., a small copper coin {India). — Telugu
dabbu.



dubash

dubash, dobash, n., an Indian interpreter. —
Hind, dubhdshiyS, dobdshi, lit. 'a man of two

languages', fr. du, do, 'two', and bhdsha, 'langu-

age'. The first element derives fr. OI. dvd\ see

two. The second element comes fr. OI. bhdfd,

'language', which is rel. to bhasate, 'speaks,

talks'. See bellow.

dubber, n., a large vessel. — Pers. dabbah. Cp.

Mahri dabara.

dubiety, n., doubtfulness.— L. dubietds, 'doubt,

uncertainty', fr. dubius. See next word and subst.

suff. -ty.

dubious, adj. — L. dubidsus, 'doubtful', fr. dubius,

'vacillating; doubtful', which prob. stands for

I.-E. *du-bhw-iyo-s and lit. means 'being double,

of double nature', fr. du-, stem of L. duo, 'two'

(see dual), and I.-E. base *bhu-, 'to be', which

prob. appears also in the second element of L.

probus, 'good, serviceable', and superbus,

'haughty, proud'. See be and future and cp.

doubt. Cp. also prove and superb. Cp. also Gk.

SupuT).;, 'of double nature or form', which is

formally the exact equivalent of L. dubius.

Derivatives: dubious-ly, adv., dubious-ness, n.

dubitable, adj. — L. dubitdbilis, 'doubtful', fr.

dubitdre. See next word and -able.

Derivative : dubitabl-y, adv.

dubitate, intr. v., to doubt. — L. dubitdtus, pp. of

dubitdre, 'to be uncertain in opinion, to doubt'.

See doubt, v., and verbal suff. -ate.

dubitation, n. — F., fr. L. dubitdtionem, ace. of

dubitdtio, 'a wavering in opinion, uncertainty',

fr. dubitdtus, pp. of dubitdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

dubitative, adj. — L. dubitdtivus, 'doubtful', fr.

dubitdtus, pp. of dubitdre. See dubitate and -ive.

Derivative: dubitative-ly, adv.

ducal, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a duke.

— F. ducal, fr. Late L, ducdlis, 'pertaining to a

leader', from the stem of L. dux, gen. ducis,

'leader'. See duke and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative : ducal-ly, adv.

ducat, n., name of several coins. — OF. (= F.),

fr. It. ducato, of s.m., from Aouxa? (fr. Aoii^,

grecization of L. dux, 'leader'), surname of the

emperor Constantine X of the Byzantine Em-
pire (1059-67), which was impressed upon the

gold coins struck during his reign. This name
was confused later with It. ducato, 'duchy, duke-

dom', fr. duce, 'duke', fr. L. ducem, ace. oi dux,

'leader' (see duke).

ducatoon, n., name of various former silver coins.

— F. ducalon, fr. It. ducatone, augment, of du-

cato. See ducat and -oon.

ducc, n., a leader. — It., 'leader, chief, fr. L.

ducem, ace. of dux. See dulie and cp. duchess.

Duchesnea, n., a genus of plants, the Indian

strawberry. — ModL., named after the French

botanist Antoine-Nicolas Duchesne (i747-

1827).

duchess, n., the wife of a duke. — F. duchesse,

fem. of due, 'duke'. See duke and -ess and cp.

It. duchessa, OProven?. duquessa, duguessa, Sp.

duquesa. Port, duqueza, 'duchess'.

duchy, n. — OF. duchee, fr. VL. *ducitdtem, ace.

of *ducitds, from L. dux, gen. ducis, 'leader'.

See duke. F. duche is not derived fr. OF. duchee.

but fr. VL. ducdtus, lit. 'leadership' (fr. L. dux,

gen. ducis), whence also It. dogato, OProven?.

ducat, dugat, Sp. and Port, ducado.

ducl(, n., the bird.— ME. duk, duke, fr. OE. ddce,

'duck', lit. 'the diving bird'. See next word and

cp. duckling.

duclc, intr. and tr. v., to dive. — ME. douken,

duken, rel. to OFris. duka, MLG. duken, Du.

duiken, OHG. -tuhhan (only in compounds),

MHG. tdchen, G. tauchen, 'to dive', MHG.
tucken, tiicken, G. ducken, 'to stoop, duck, dive',

and to OE. ddce, 'duck'. See prec. word and cp.

duilcer.

Derivative: duck, n., the act of ducking; a sud-

den plunge.

duck, n., a cotton or linen cloth. — Du. doek,

'linen cloth', rel. to OS., OFris. dok, ON. ddkr,

Swed. duk, Dan. dug, OHG. tuoh, MHG. tuoch,

G. Tuch, 'piece of cloth'.

duclcer, n., one who or that which ducks. —
Formed from the verb duck with agential suflf.

-er.

ducker, n., one who raises or hunts ducks. —
Formed fr. duck, the bird, with agential suff. -er.

ducking, n., the act of one who or that which

ducks. — Formed from the verb ducli with

subst. suff. -ing.

ducking, n., the hunting of ducks. — Formed

from duck, 'the bird', with subst. suff. -ing.

duckling, n., a young duck. — Formed fr. duck,

the bird, with the double dimin. suff. -ling.

duct, n. — L. ductus, 'a leading, conducting, con-

duit', fr. ductus, pp. of ddcere, 'to lead, conduct'.

See duke and cp. aqueduct, oviduct, ventiduct,

viaduct.

Derivative: duct-less, adj.

ductile, adj. — F., fr. L. ductilis, 'that which may

be led or conducted; that which may be ham-

mered', fr. ddcere. See prec. word and -ile.

Derivatives: ductile-ly, adv., ductile-ness, n.,

dictil-ity, n.

duct of Steno, duct of the parotid gland (anat.)—
Named after its discoverer, the Danish ana-

tomist Nicolas Stensen (latinized into Nicolaus

5/eno)( 1 638- 1 687).

ductor, n., one who, or that which, leads. — L.,

fr. ductus, pp. of ducere. See duct and agential

sufT. -or.

dud, n., a shell that fails to explode. -— Prob. fr.

duds, 'cast-off clothes, rags', taken in the wider

sense as 'anything useless'. See duds,

dudaim, n., a variety of melon. — Heb. dudhd'im

(pi.) (Gen. 30: 14), 'mandrake', prop, 'love-

exciting (plant)', fr. sing. *duddy, rel. to dddh,

'beloved, uncle'. Cp. David,

dude, n., a dandy (U.S. Slang). — Of uncertain

origin.
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dudeen, dudheen, n., a small tobacco pipe. — Ir.

diOdin, dimin. of dud, 'pipe'. For the ending see

suff. -een.

Dudelsack, n., bagpipe. — G., fr. Czech dudy,

'bagpipe', fr. Serbian duduk, 'pipe', ult. fr. Turk.

duduq, 'pipe', which is prob. of imitative origin.

For the second element in Dudelsack see sack,

dudgeon, n., i) a wood, prob. boxwood, used for

handles of daggers (pbsoL); 2) hilt of a dagger.

— ME. dogeon, fr. AF. digeon; of uncertain

origin.

dudgeon, n., anger. — Of unknown origin.

duds, n. (pi.), cast-off clothes, rags.— ME. dudde,

'clothes', rel. to ON. dudi, 'swaddling clothes',

duda, 'to wrap up'. Cp. dud. Cp. also dowdy.

due, adj. — ME., fr. OF. deu (F. du), fr. VL.
*debiitum, for L. debitum, 'that which is due,

debt, duty', prop. neut. pp. of debere, 'to owe'.

See debit, debt, which are doublets of due, and

cp. duty.

Derivatives: due, adv. and n., due-ness, n., du-

ly, adv.

duel, n. — F., fr. L. duellum, archaic form of

bellum, 'war' (see l>ellicose), used in ML. in the

sense of 'fight between two persons', from a

fancied connection with L. duo, 'two'.

Derivatives: duel, intr. and tr. v., duell-er, n.,

duell-ing, n., duellist (q.v.)

duellist, n. — F. duelliste, a hybrid coined fr. L.

duellum and -iste, a suff. of Greek origin. See

duel and -ist.

Derivative: duellist-ic, adj.

duenna, n., an elderly woman; a chaperon. —
Sp. duena, fr. L. domina, 'mistress'. See dame.

duet, n. — F., fr. It. duetto, 'duet', dimin. of due,

'two', fr. L. duo; see duo and -et and cp. tercet,

quartet, quintet, sextet.

Derivatives: duet, intr. v., duett-ist, n.

duff, n., boiled suet pudding.— Dialectal pronun-

ciation of dough.

duff, tr. v., to fake; to cheat. — Prob. back form-

ation fr. duffer.

duffel, duffle, n., a thick woolen cloth with a

thick nap. — Du. duffel, fr. Duffel, a town near

Antwerp.

Derivative: duffel, adj.

duffer, n., a fool. — Prob. fr. Scot, dowfart,

formed with pejor. suff. -art, fr. dowf, 'stupid',

lit. 'deaf, fr. ON. daufr, 'deaf. See deaf and

-ard.

dufrenite, n., a hydrous iron phosphate {mineral.)

— F. dufrenite, named after the French min-

eralogist Pierre Armand Petit Dufrenoy (1792-

1857). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

dufrenoysite, n., a lead arsenic sulfur compound
(mineral.) — F. dufrenoysite, named after Du-

frenoy. See prec. word.

dufier, n., a bundle of sheets of paper (India). —
Hind, daftar, fr. Pers. daftar, 'record, office', fr.

Arab, daftar, it. Gk. Si(t>&ipa, 'skin, parch-

ment, thin paper'. See diphtheria and cp. next

word and duftery.

dulcet

dufterdar, n., the head native revenue officer. —
Hind, daftarddr, fr. Pers. daftarddr, lit. 'holder

of records', formed fr. daftar, 'record, office',

with suff. -ddr, 'holder, possessor'. For the first

element see prec. word. For the second element

see aumildar and cp. words there referred to.

duftery, n., a servant in an Indian office. — Hind.

daftari, fr. Pers. daftari, 'office keeper', fr. daf-

tar, 'record, office'. See dufter.

dug. — Past tense and pp. of dig.

dug, pap, teat. — Rel. to Dan. dxgge, Swed.

dagga, 'to suckle', fr. I.-E. base *dhe(i)-, 'to

suckle'. See fecund and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

dugong, n., a cetaceous mammal. — Malay

ddyung, Javanese duyung.

duiker, n., a small homed antelope of S. Africa.

— S. Afr. Du., lit. 'diver', fr. Du. duiken, 'to

dive'. See duck, 'to dive'.

dukan, n., priestly blessing; prop, the platform

in the Temple on which the priests pronounced

the blessing (Jewish religion). — Mishnaic Heb.

dukhdn, 'platform', lit. 'place to stand on', rel.

to Arm. dukh (masc), dukhtd (fem.), 'place'.

Cp. Arab, dukkdn, 'platform'.

duke, n. — ME. due, duk, fr. F. due, fr. OF. due,

ace. of dues, fr. L. dux, gen. ducis, 'leader, con-

ductor, chief, commander', fr. ducere, 'to lead,

conduct, guide, draw', fr. OL. doucere, fr. I.-E.

base *douk-, *deuk-, 'to pull, draw', whence

also Gk. SaiSuooECT&ai, (for *8ai-8uxieo&at), 'to

drag'. Alb. nduk, 'I pluck', MW. dygaf, 'I draw',

OE. teon, 'to draw', and prob. also Hitt. tuh-

hushzi, 'he takes', tuhkantish, 'first leader'. See

tow, 'to draw', and cp. words there referred to

Cp. also abducent, abduct, adduce, adduct, au'

douille, aquaduct, conduce, conduct, conn, de-

duce, deduct, endue, dock for ships, dogaressa,

dogate, doge, douche, ducat, ducatoon, duchess,

duchy, duct, educate, educe, educt, eduction, in-

duce, induction, introduce, introduction, produce,

product, production, redoubt, reduce, reduction,

reduit, ridotto, seduce, seduction, subduce, sub-

duct, subdue, superinduce, traduce, traducian,

traduction, ventiduct, viaduct.

Dukhobors, n. pi., the name given by the Rus-

sian Orthodox Church to a nonconformist

sect.— Russ. duchobortsy, lit. 'spirit fighters', fr.

duch, 'spirit', and bortsy, pi. of borets, 'wrestler,

fighter'. The first element is rel. to OSlav. duchU,

'spirit, breath', duSa, 'soul', and cogn. with Lith.

dvasia, 'spirit', Lett, dvasa, 'breath, odor', Goth.

dius, 'wild animal', orig. 'a breathing being',

OE. deor, 'a wild animal' ; see deer. The second

element is rel. to borot'sja, 'to wrestle', borba,

'wrestling', and cogn. with L. ferire, 'to strike',

fordre, 'to bore, pierce', fr. I.-E. base *bher-,

'to cut, bore', whence also OE. borian, 'to bore'

;

see bore, v., and cp. words there referred to.

duket, adj., sweet. — Refashioned after L. dul-

cis fr. OF. doucet, 'sweetish, sweet' (whence F.

doucet, 'demure, mild'), formed with dimin.
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suff. -et it. L. dulcis, 'sweet; pleasant, charm-
ing', which stands for *dlkwis and is cogn. with

Gk. yXuxii? (for *SXu>c-uq), 'sweet'. Cp. billet-

doux, dolce, dolce far niente, douce, Dulcie, dul-

cify, dulcimer, Dulcinea, glucinum, edulcorate,

glucose, glyceria, glycerine, glyco-, licorice,

Polydeuces.

Dulcie, fern. PN. — Lit. 'sweet', fr. L. dulcis. See

prec. word.

dulciflcation, n. — See next word and -ation.

dulcify, tr. v., to sweeten. — L. dulcificare, fr.

dulcis, 'sweet', and -ficare, fr. facere, 'to make,
do'. See dulcet and -fy.

dulcimer, n., an old musical instrument. — OF.
doulcemele, also (with dissimilation) doulcemer,

fr. L. dulce melos, 'a sweet tune'. See dulcet and
melody.

Dulcinea, n., sweetheart, worshiped by her lover.

— From the name of Don Quijote's mistress in

Cervantes' celebrated work. The name lit.

means 'sweet', fr. L. dulcis. See dulcet.

dull, adj. — ME. dulle, dull, fr. OE. dyl, an un-

recorded parallel form of OE. dol, 'foolish,

presumptuous', rel. to OE. dwellan, 'to lead

astray', dwala, dwela, gedwola, 'error', gedwelan,

'to err', OE. dwolma, 'chaos', OS., OFris.,

MLG., MDu., Du. dol, OHO., MHG., tol, G.
toll, 'mad, furious', OHG. gitwelan, 'to be per-

plexed', MLG. dwal, Goth, dwals, 'foolish', Du.
dwalen, 'to roam, wander, err', and cogn. with

Olr. OCc, W., Bret, dall (for *dh"'alno-),

'blind', Olr. clUas-dall, deaf, lit. 'troubled with

regard to one's sight, resp. hearing', Lith. du-

lineti, 'to fool around', Lett, duls, 'half-mad',

Gk. i>oX6; (for *^Fokdc„ 'mud; the dark juice

of the cuttle fish', doXostv, 'to make muddy',

doXepoi;, 'muddy, dirty; troubled'. All these

words are derivatives of I.-E. base *dhwel-,

'muddy, gloomy, dim, dull'. Cp. doldrums, dolt,

dwalc, dwell. Base *dhwel- is an -/-enlargement

of base *dheu-, 'to fly about like dust'. See tiiio-

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: dull, tr. and intr. v., dull-ard, n.,

dult-ish, adj., dull-ness, n., dul-ly, adv.

dulocracy, also doulocracy, rule of slaves. —
Compounded ofGk. SoiJXo?, 'slave', and -xparta,

'rule'. The first element stands for *S6eXo? and
derives fr. Aegean doero, 'slave'. The second

element comes fr. Gk. xpaTO(;, 'strength, power,

rule'. See -cracy and cp. the second element in

hierodule.

dulse, n., an edible seaweed. — Ir. and Gael.

duileasg.

duma, n., the former Russian national assembly.

— Russ., lit. 'thought', of Teut. origin. Cp.

Goth, doms, 'judgment', and see doom.

dumb, adj. — OE. and ME., rel. to ON. dumbr,

'dumb', Dan., Swed. dum, 'dull, stupid', Du.
dom, 'stupid', OHG. tumb, 'dumb, stupid',

MHG. tump, G. dumm, 'stupid', Goth, dumbs,

'dumb'. The orig. meaning of all these words
was 'dumb'. They derive fr. I.-E. base *dhumbh-.

a nasalized form of base *dhubh-, 'to fill with

smoke, to cloud, darken; to be dull, dumb or

deaf. See deaf and cp. dummy. Cp. also stove.

dumbcow, tr. v., to browbeat {Anglo-Ind.) —
Hind, dhamkdnd, 'to chide, threaten'.

dumbfound, tr. v. — A blend of dumb and con-

found.

dumdum, n., bullet with soft nose, expanding on
contact.— From the place name Dumdum (near

Calcutta); the name lit. means 'hill, mound,
battery', and is cogn. with Pers. damdamd,
of s.m.

dummy, n., a model. — For dumb-y. See dumb
and adj. suff. -y. The orig. meaning of dummy
was 'a dumb creature'. For primitive sense and
formation cp. blacky, whity.

Derivative, dummy, v.

dummy, adj., silent. — For dumb-y. See prec.

word.

dumontite, n., a hydrated phosphate of uranium

and lead (mineral.) — Named after the Belgian

geologist Andre-Hubert Dumont (1809-57). For
the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

dumose, dumous, adj., bushy. — L. dUmosus, 'full

of thornbushes', fr. dumus, 'thornbush, bram-

ble', fr. OL. dusmus, which prob. stands for

*dus-mos and is cogn. with MHG. zUs-ach,

'bush', OHG. zir-zuson, 'to tug, pull, dishevel',

ME. -tousen, -tusen (in compounds), of s.m. See

touse and cp. words there referred to. For the

ending see adj. suff. -ose, resp. -ous.

Derivative: dumos-ity, n.

dump, n., a thick ill-shaped lump. — Back form-

ation fr. dumpy.

dump, tr. and intr. v., to let fall, to plunge. —
A Scand. loan word; cp. Dan. dumpe, Norw.
dumpa, 'to fall down suddenly', which are of

imitative origin.

Derivatives: dump, n., dump-er, n., dump-ing, n.

dump, n., sadness, melancholy. — Rel. to G.

Dampf, 'steam, vapor', dumpf, 'hollow, gloomy,

musty', Dan. dump, 'dull', and to E. damp (q.v.)

Derivatives: dump-ish, adj., dump-ish-ly, adv.,

dump-ish-ness, n.

dumpling, n., a round pudding. — Formed fr.

dump, 'a lump', with the double dimin. suff. -ling.

dumpy, adj., short and thick. — Prob. of imi-

tative origin. Cp. dump, 'a lump'.

Derivatives: dumpi-ly, adv., dumpi-ness, n.

dumpy, adj., sulky. — Formed fr. dump, 'sad-

ness', with adj. suff. -y.

dun, adj., dark brown. — ME. dunn, donn, fr. OE.
dunn, rel. to OS. dosan, OE. dosen, 'chestnut-

brown' (said of the color of a horse), OHG.
dosan, tusin, 'pale yellow', and cogn. with Mir.

dunn, Gael, donn, 'brown, dark', W. dwnn,

'brownish'; formed fr. l.-E. base *dhus- with

suflf. *-no. For other enlargements of the same
base cp. L. fuscus, 'dark',/«/-vMj, 'dark, brown,

swarthy', and OE. dose, dox, 'dusk'. See dusk

and fuscous and cp. donkey. Cp. also the first

element in Duncan.
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Derivatives : dun-ness, n., dunn-ish, adj., dunn-y,

adj.

dun, tr. v., to demand with insistence the pay-

ment of a debt. — Denominated from the name
of Joe Dun, a London bailiff famous for catch-

ing defaulters.

Derivative: dun, n., a creditor who demands the

payment of a debt.

dun, n., a hill ; a hill fortress.— Ir. and Gael, dun,

'hill, hill fort, fortress'. See town and cp. down,

'hill', dune, and the second element in Merlin.

Duncan, masc. PN. — A name of Gaelic origin,

compounded of donn, 'brown' (see dun, 'dark

brown'), and ceann, 'head'.

dunce, n., a stupid person. — A contemptuous

appellative formed from the name of John Duns
Scotus by the followers of St. Thomas Aquinas

in ridicule of the disciples of the former. John
Duns Scotus was bom in the village of Duns in

Scotland, whence his name. According to my
opinion, the sense development of the word
dunce from Duns, 'of Duns'^ is prob. due to an

awkward pun made on the word Scotus

('Scotchman'), which was interpreted as Sottus

('stupid, foolish'; see sot).

dundasite, n., a lead aluminum carbonate (min-

eral.)— Named after Dundas in Tasmania. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

dimder, n., the lees or dregs of cane juice {W. In-

dies). — Corrupted fr. Sp. redundar, 'to over-

flow', fr. L. redunddre. See redundant.

dunderhead, n., a stupid person. — Of uncertain

origin.

Derivative: dunderhead-ed, adj.

Dundreary whiskers, often shortened to dun-

drearies, n. pi. — So called from the form of

whiskers worn by E. A.Sothern (1826-81) in the

role of Lord Dundreary in Tom Taylor's Our
American Cousin.

dune, n., sand hill formed by the wind. — F., fr.

ML. duna, fr. MDu. dUnen. See down, 'hill'.

Derivative: dun-al, adj.

dung, n. — ME. dunge, fr. OE. dung, rel. to

OFris. dung, OHG. tunga, MHG. tunge, G. Dung,

and to ON. dyngja, 'dung, heap, women's apart-

ment'. These words are traceable to I.-E. base

*dhengh-, 'to cover', whence also Lith. dengti,

'to cover', OI. dingim, "1 press'. For sense de-

velopment it should be considered that accord-

ing to Tacitus (in Germania, chapter 16), the

Germans used to cover their houses with mud
to protect them against the cold.

Derivatives: dung, intr. and tr. v., dung-er, n.,

dung-y, adj.

dungaree, n., a coarse kind of cotton fabric. —
Hind. dQngrl, from the name of a village now
forming one of the quarters of Bombay.

dungeon, n. — ME. donjon, dongeon, fr. OF.
(= F.) donjon, 'keep of a lord's castle', fr. VL.
*dominidnem, ace. of *dominio, fr. L. dominium,

'domain'. See dominion and cp. donjon, which

are both doublets of dungeon.

Derivatives: dungeon, tr. v., dungeon-er, n.

duniwassal, n., a gentleman among the high-

landers in Scotland. — Gael, duine uasal, lit.

'a noble man', fr. duine, 'man', and uasal,

'noble', lit. 'high, exalted'. For the first element

see chthonian. The second element is rel. to Olr.

uasal, W. uchel (for *oup-selo-), 'high, noble',

Gael. OS, Olr. os. Has (for *oup-su-), 'above,

over'; see hypsi-.

dunk, v., to dip. — G. tunken, fr. MHG. tunken,

dunken, fr. OHG. dunkon, fr. earlier thunkon,

'to dip'; cogn. with L. tinguere, tingere, Gk.
T^yyeiv, 'to moisten'. See tinge and cp. Dunker.

Dunker, n., one of a sect of German Baptists in

America who administer baptism only by triple

immersion, also caUed Dippers. — G. Tunker,

lit. 'dipper', fr. tunken, 'to dip'. See prec. word
and agential suff. -er.

dimlin, n., a kind of sandpiper.— Formed fr. dun,

'dark brown', with the double dimin. suff. -ling.

dunnage, n., loose packing of material to protect

cargo (naut.) — Of unknown origin.

dunstable, n., a straw hat or its plait. — From
Dunstable in Bedfordshire, England, where such

hats were made originally.

dimstable, adj., plain, direct. — So called from
Dunstable Road, an even road leading from
Dunstable to London.

duo, n., a duet (music). — It. duo, lit. 'two', ar-

chaic form of due, fr. L. duo, 'two'. See dual

and cp. duo-.

duo-, combining form meaning 'two'. — Fr. L.

duo, 'two'. See dual.

duodecim-, combining form meaning 'twelve'. —
L. duodecim, 'twelve', fr. duo, 'two', and decern,

'ten'. See duo- and decem- and cp. dozen. Cp.

also dodeca-.

duodecimal, adj., pertaining to twelve; pertaining

to a system of numbers the base of which is

twelve. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. duo-

decim, 'twelve'. See duodecim-.

Derivative: duodecimal, n.

duodecimo, the size of a book in which each page

is the twelfth part of the printer's sheet, ab-

breviated into ilmo. — L., abl. of duodecimus,

'twelfth', fr. duodecim. See duodecim- and cp.

twelvemo, sixteenmo.

duodenary, adj., in twelves; increasing by twelves.

— L. duodendrius, 'containing twelve', fr. duo-

deni, 'each twelve'. See duodenum and adj. suff.

-ary.

duodenitis, n., inflammation of the duodenum
(med.) — A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. duo-

denum and -itis, a suff. of Greek origin.

duodeno-, combining form, meaning 'referring to

the duodenum'. — See next word.

duodenum, n., the first part of the small intestine

leading from the stomach to the jejunum (ana-

tomy). — ML. duodenum, coined by Gerard of

Cremona (died in 1187), the translator of the

Canon A vicennae, fr. L. duodeni, 'twelve each',

fr. duo, 'two', and denJ, 'ten each" which is rel. to
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decern, 'ten' (see duodecim-, dozen); prop, loan

translation ofGk. ScoSexaSax-ruXov, 'duodenum',

lit. 'twelve fingers long' ; so called by the Greek
physician Herophilus (cca. 353-cca 280. B.C.E.)

from its alleged length of 12 fingers breadth.

The rendering of Gk. ScoSexaSaxTuXov into ML.
duodenum (see above) is incorrect. The correct

Latin rendering would be duodecim digitorum,

'of twelve fingers; twelve fingers long'.

duologue, n., a dialogue between two persons. —
A hybrid coined fr. L. duo, 'two', and Gk. Xiiyoz,

'word, speech, discourse'. See dual and -logue.

duomo, n., a cathedral in Italy. — It., fr. L. do-

mus, 'house'. See dome,

dup, tr. v., to open. — Contracted of do and up.

Cp. doff, don, v., dout.

dupe, n., a person who is easily misled.— F. dupe,

fr. de huppe, i.e. the agglutination of the prep, de

(see de-) with huppe, 'hoopoe', fr. L. upupa,

'hoopoe', a word of imitative origin. See hoopoe.

Derivatives: dupe, tr.v., dup-able, adj., dup-abil-

ity, n., dup-ery,

duple, adj. — L. duplus, 'double'. See double and

cp. next word.

duplex, adj., twofold, double. "— L., 'twofold,

double', cogn. with Gk. StTcXa^, 'twofold,

double'; compounded of L. duo, 'two' (resp.

Gk. 81-, 'twice, double'), and -plex (resp. Gk.
-7tXa5), '-fold'. See double, adj., and cp. triplex.

Derivatives : duplex, n. and tr. v.

duplicate, adj., 1) double; 2) corresponding

exactly. — L. duplicdtus, 'doubled', pp. of dupli-

care, 'to double; to enlarge', fr. duplex, gen.

duplicis. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate and
cp. condupUcate.

Derivative: duplicate, n., an exact copy.

duplicate, tr. v., i) to double; 2) to make an exact

copy of. — L. duplicatus, pp. of duplicdre. See

duplicate, adj.

Derivatives: duplication (q.v.), duplicat-ive, adj.,

duplicator (q.v.)

duplication, n. — F., fr. L. duplicationem, ace. of

dupticdtio, 'a doubling', fr. duplicdtus, pp. of

duplicare. See duplicate, v., and -ion.

duplicator, n. — L., 'a doubler', fr. duplicdtus,

pp. of duplicdre. See duplicate, v., and agential

suff. -or.

duplicity, n., double-dealing. — F. duplicite, fr.

Late L. duplicitdtem, ace. of duplicitds, 'double-

ness', fr. L. duplex, gen. duplicis. See duplex and
-ity and cp. triplicity.

durability, n. — F. durabilite, fr. Late L. ddrd-

bilitdtem, ace. of dUrdbilitds, fr. L. dUrdbilis. See

next word and -ity.

durable, adj., enduring. — F. durable, fr. L. ddrd-

bilis, 'lasting', fr. ddrdre, 'to harden ; to continue,

last', fr. dUrus, 'hard'. See dure, 'hard', and -able.

Derivatives: durable-ness, n., durabl-y, adv.

durain, n., a constituent of coal. — Formed fr.

L. durus, 'hard' (see dure, adj.), with suff. -ain,

on analogy of fusain.

duralumin, n., a strong alloy of aluminum with

copper, manganese and magnesium. — Prop,

name of an aluminum alloy first made at Diiren

in Germany. The word duralumin is a compound
of Durum in Marcodurum, ancient name of

Diiren, and of aluminum (q.v.)

diu-a mater, the tough outer membrane, which

surrounds the brain and the spinal chord (anat.)

— ML., shortened fr. dura mater cerebri, 'hard

mother of the brain', loan translation of Arab.

umm al-dimdgh af-fafiqa'', lit. 'thick mother of

the brain'. (In Arabic, the words 'father',

'mother' and 'son' are often used to denote

relationship between things). See dure, 'hard',

and mater, mother, and cp. pia mater.

duramen, n., the hard wood in the center of the

tree trunk, the heartwood (6or.) — L. dUrdmen,

'hardness; a hardened vinebranch', from the

stem of durdre, 'to harden'. See dure, v., and
-men.

durance, n., i) duration ; 2) imprisonment.— OF.
durance, 'duration', fr. durer, 'to endure', fr.

L. dQrdre, 'to harden; to continue, last', fr.

diirus, 'hard'. See dure, adj., and -ance.

durangite, n., a sodium aluminum fluoarsenate

(mineral.) — Named after Durango in Mexico.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

duration, n. — Obsol. F., fr. Late L. durdtionem,

ace. of durdtio, 'a hardening; duration', fr. L.

durdtus, pp. of durdre. See dure, v., and -ation.

durbar, n., a state levee; government of a native

state {India). — Hind, darbdr, fr. Pers. darbdr,

fr. dar, 'door, gate', and bdr, 'court'. Pers. dar

is rel. to Avestic dvar'm (ace. sing.), 'gate,

court', OPers. duvarayd-, 'at the door', and to

01. dvdrah (nom. pi.), 'door'. See door and cp.

the first element in dargah and in dunvaun.

durdenite, n., a hydrous ferric tellurite (mineral.)

— Named after H.S.Durden, of San Francisco.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

diu-e, adj., hard; severe (archaic). — F. dur, fem.

dure, fr. L. diirus, 'hard, rough, rude', prob.

dissimilated fr. *drii-ros, for *dreu-ros, and lit.

meaning 'as hard as wood', fr. I.-E. base *de-

rew(o)-, *drew(o)-, *dru-, 'tree, wood', whence

also Gk. 8p0i;, 'oak, tree', S6pu, 'stem, tree, beam,

shaft of a spear, spear', OI. dru-, 'wood, wooden
vessel', diru, 'wood', OE. treo, ireow, 'tree,

wood'. See tree and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also dour, durable, durain, duralumin, dura

mater, duramen, durance, duration, duress, dur-

ing, endure, indurate, obdurate, perdure.

dure, intr. v., to last (obsol. or poetic).— F. durer,

fr. L. ddrdre, 'to harden; to continue, last', fr.

durus, 'hard'. See dure, adj.

duress, n., i) imprisonment; 2) compulsion. —
ME. duresse, fr. obsol. F. duresse, fr. L. ddrilia,

'hardness, severity, austerity', fr. diirus. See

dure, adj., and -ess.

durgah, n. — See dargah.

durian, dorian, n., fruit of the tree Durio zibeth-

inus. — Malay dOrian, fr. dOri, 'thorn'; so

csilled from its prickly rind. — Cp. Dnrio.
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during, prep. — Prop. pres. part, of the verb

dure; used in imitation of the Latin ablative

absolute.

Durio, n., a genus of trees in Asia. — Fr. Malay

durian. See durian.

durmast, n., a European oak (quercus sessili-

flora). — A compound, the first element of

which is of unknown origin. For its second ele-

ment see mast, 'acorns'.

durra, n., the Indian millet. — Arab, dhura'^.

durst, past tense of dare. — OE. and ME. dorste.

See dare.

durwaun, darwan, n., a doorkeeper (Anglo-Ind.)

— Pers. darbdn, darwdn, compounded of dar,

'door, gate', and -ban, resp. -wdn, 'keeper,

guardian'. For the first element see durbar, for

the second see ban, 'governor'.

dusk, adj. — ME. dusk, dosk, fr. OE. dose, dox,

'dusk', rel. to Swed. duska, 'to be misty', OS.

dosan, 'chestnut brown', OHG. tusin, 'yellow',

and cogn. with L. fuscus (for *dhus-qo-), 'dark';

furvus (for *dhus-wo-), 'dark, brown, swarthy',

01. dhusarah, 'dust-colored'. Cp. dun, 'dark

brown', fuscous.

Derivatives: dusk, n. and tr. and intr. v., dusk-

ish, adj., dusk-ish-ly, adv., dusk-ish-ness, n.,

dusk-y, adj., dusk-i-ly, adv., dusk-i-ness, n.

dust, n. — ME., fr. OE. diist, rel. to ON. dust,

'dust', Dan. dyst, 'milldust', OHG. tunst, tunist,

'storm, breath', MHG. tunst, G. Dunst, 'vapor',

fr. I.-E. base *dhewis-, *dhwens-, *dhus-, 'to fly

about like dust', whence also 01. dhvarhsati,

'falls to dust', Toch. B taur, A tor, 'dust', A twe,

B tweye, of s.m. For other derivatives of the

above base see thio- and words there referred to.

Derivatives: dust, tr. and intr. v., dust-er, n.,

dust-ing, verbal n., dust-less, adj., dust-y, adj.,

dust-i-ly, adv., dust-i-ness, n.

dustoor, n. — A var. of destour.

Dutch, adj. and n. — MDu. duutsc, dutsch, 'Hol-

landish, Dutch' (whence Du. duits, 'German'),

rel. to OS. thiudisk, OHG. diutisc, 'belonging to

the people' (whence MHG. tiutsch, G. deutsch,

'German'), Goth, piudisko, 'in a heathen way'.

OS. thiudisk, OHG. diutisc, and Goth, piudisko

derive fr. OS. thioda, resp. OHG. diot, Goth.

piuda, 'people', which are rel. to OFris. thidde,

ON. pjod, OE. peod, 'people'; fr. Teut. base

*peudd-, corresponding to I.-E. base *teutd-,

'people', whence Olr. tuolh, 'people', W. tud,

'country', Bret, tud, 'people', OLith. and Lett.

tauta, 'people', OPruss. tauto, 'country', Lith.

Tauta, 'Germany', Oscan touto, 'community',

Umbrian tuta, tota, of s.m. Cp. Teuton, Theobald,

Theodoric and the second element in Platt-

deutsch. For sense development cp. Lett.

duteous, adj., dutiful. — Formed with suff. -ous

fr. OF. duete, 'duty' (see duty); first used by

Shakespeare.

Derivatives: duteous-ly, adv., duteous-ness, n.

dutiable, adj. — Formed fr. duty with suff. -able.

duty, n. — ME. duete, fr. AF. duete, fr. du, cor-

responding to OF. deu, F. du, fr. VL. *debiitus

(for L. debitus), pp. of L. debere, 'to owe'. See

due and -ty.

Derivatives; dutiable (q.v.), duti-ful, adj., duti-

ful-ly, adv., duti-ful-ness, n.

duumvir, n., one of two officials having the same

public function. — L., name of various magis-

trates; back formation from the archaic gen.

pi. duum virum, '(one) of the two men'. See dual

and virile and cp. triumvir, decemvir.

duumviral, adj. — L. duumvirdlis, 'pertaining to

the duumvirs', formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-dlis (see adj. suff. -al).

duumvirate, n. — L. duumvirdtus, 'the office of a

duumvir'. See prec. word and subst. suff. -ate.

dvaita, n., dualism (Hindu philos.)— OI. dvaita-,

fr. dvi-, 'two' (in compounds), which is rel. to

Avestic bi-, and cogn. with Gk. Si-, OL. dvi-,

L. bi-, OE. twi-. See di-, 'two', and cp. next

word.

dvandva, n., a copulative compound; dualism. —
01. dvarfidvd-, lit. 'pair, couple', reduplication

of dvd, 'two', which is rel. to Avestic dva and

cogn. with Gk. 8uo, L. duo, 'two'. See dual and

cp. prec. word.

dwale, n., the deadly nightshade. — Of Scand.

origin. Cp. Dan. dvale, Swed. dvala, 'stupor,

deep sleep', which are rel. to dwala, dwela, ge-

dwola, 'error', dwelian, 'to lead astray'. See

dweU.

dwarf, n. — ME. dwergh, dwerf, fr. OE. dweorh,

rel. to OS. gidwerg, ON. dvergr, Swed. dvdrg,

Dan., Du. dwerg, OFris. dwerch, OHG. getwerg,

twerg, MHG. getwerc, twerc, zwerc, G. Zvierg;

of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: dwarf, adj. and tr. and intr. v.,

dwarf-ish-ly, adv., dwarf-ish-ness, n., dwarf-y,

adj.

dwell, intr. v. — ME. dwellen, fr. OE. dwelian,

'to lead astray, deceive; to hinder; to wander,

go astray; to tarry', rel. to ON. dvelja, 'to delay;

to tarry', OHG. twaljan, 'to hinder, delay', OE.

dwolian, 'to stray, err', dwala, dwela, gedwola,

'error', gedwelan, 'to err', and to E. duJI, dwale

(qq.v.) For the sense development of E. dwell

(fr. OE. dwelian, 'to tarry'), cp. F. demeurer, 'to

remain, stay, lodge, reside, live'.

Derivatives: dwell, n., dwell-er, n., dwell-ing, n.

dwindle, intr. v. — Dimin. of next word. The

verb dwindle was first used by Shakesf)eare.

dwine, intr. v., to waste away (archaic and dial.

Brit.) — ME. dwinen, fr. OE. dwinan, 'to lan-

guish, waste away, vanish', rel. to ON. dvirm,

MDu. dvinen, Dan. tvine, of s.m., Du. verdwij-

nen, 'to waste away, vanish', and cogn. with

Arm. di, 'dead body, corpse', Olr. dith, 'end,

death'; fr. I.-E. nase *dhwei-, enlargement of

base *dhew-, *dheu-, 'to pine away, die', whence

Goth, diwans, 'mortal', and, with vowel grad-

ation, OS. doian, ON. deyja, 'to die', Goth.

daups, 'dead'. See dead and cp. prec. word.

Derivative: dwindl-er, n.



ay-

dy-, combining form meaning 'two'. — Gk. Su-,

fr. Suo, 'two', which is cogn. with L. duo, 'two'.

See dual,

dyad, n., two units regarded as one. — Late L.

dyas, gen. dyadis, fr. Gii. Sua?, gen. SuiSoi;, 'the

number two', fr. Siio, 'two'. See dy- and -ad.

dyadic, adj., pertaining to a dyad. — Gk. Sua-

Sixo?, 'pertaining to two', fr. Sua?, gen. SudcSo?.

See prec. word and -ic.

Dyak, n., one of the aborigines of Borneo. —
Malay, lit. 'savage'.

dyarchy, n. — See diarchy,

dye, n. — ME. deh, deih, die, fr. OE. deag, deah,

'dye, color'; prob. cogn. with Lett, diikans,

'dark-colored'.

dye, tr. and intr. v. — ME. deyen, dyen, fr. OE.
deagian, fr. deag. See dye, n.

Derivatives; dy-er, n., dye-ing, n.

dying, adj. and n. — Formed from the verb die

with suff. -ing.

Derivative: dying-ness, n.

dyke, n. — See dike.

dyna-, combining form meaning 'power'. —
Shortened fr. Gk. 8uva(i.t?, 'power'. See dy-

namic,

dynameter, n., an instrument for measuring the

magnifying power of telescopes. — Com-
pounded of dyna- and Gk. jx^xpov, 'measure'.

See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives : dynametr-ic, dynametr-ic-al, adjs.

dynamic, adj. — F. dynamique, coined by the

German philosopher and mathematician. Baron
Gottfried Wilhelm von Leibniz (1646-1716) fr.

Gk. 8uva(itx6i;, 'powerful', fr. Suvajxi?, 'might,

power', which is rel. to S<iva(iai, 'I am able,

I am worth', SuvaTo?, 'strong, able'; of un-
certain origin. Cp. dyna-, dynamite, dynamo-,
dynasty. For the ending see suff. -ic. The word
dynamic was introduced into English by Jeremy
Bentham (1748-1832).

Derivatives: dynamic, n., dynamic-al, adj., dy-

namic-al-ly, adv., dynamics (q.v.), dynam-ism,
n., dynam-ist, n., dynamite (q.v.)

dynamics, n., that branch of physics which deals

with the action of force on bodies. — See prec.

word and -ics.

dynamite, n. — A name given by the Swedish
chemist Alfred Bernhard Nobel (1833-96) in

1867 to the explosive invented by him, fr. Gk.
Suvajj.!.?, 'power'. See dynamic and subst. suff.

-ite.

Derivatives: dynamite, tr. v., dynamit-er, n.,

dynamit-ic, dynamit-ic-al, adjs., dynamit-ic-al-

ly, adv., dynamit-ism, n., dyniamit-ist, n.

dynamo- combining form meaning 'power'

(electr.) — Formed fr. Gk. Stivajii?, 'power'

(see dynamic). The -o in dynamo- (for dynami-)
is due to the analogy of combining forms like

t>aro-, thermo-, etc., in which the o represents

Greek 0.

dynamo, n., a machine that converts mechanical
energy into electrical energy. — Orig. called

vn

by its inventor, the German engineer Werner
von Siemens (1816-92), Dynamo-elektrische
Maschine ('dynamo-electric machine'). This
name was later shortened by him into Dynamo-
Maschine ('dynamo-machine'). The name dy-

namo-machine was shortened in England (in

1882) into dynamo. See dynamo-.

dynamometer, n., an instrument for measuring
power. — Compounded of dynamo- and Gk.
(jt^Tpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.
Derivatives: dynamometr-y, n., dynamometr-ic,

dynamometr-ic-al, adjs.

dynast, n., a ruler. — L. dynastes, fr. Gk. Suvaa-
Tr\c„ 'ruler', from the stem of Suvafjtai, 'I am
able, I am worth'. See dynamic.

dynastic, adj. — Gk. Suvaaxixdi;, 'pertaining to

a ruler', fr. Suvaanrji;. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivative: dynastic-al-ly, adv.

dynasty, n. — F. dynastic, fr. Gk. Suvauxsia,

'power, lordship', fr. Suvcicctxyii;. See dynast and
-y (representing Gk. -eta).

dyne, n., unit offeree in the C.G.S. system iphys.)
— F., fr. Gk. Siivafii?, 'power'. See dynamic
and cp. neutrodyne.

dys-, pejorative suff. used esp. in the senses 'hard

to, difficult at, slow of ; the opposite ofthe pref.

eu-. — Gk. Sun-, meaning 'hard, bad, ill', cogn.

with the suffixes OI. du?-, Avestic dush-, duz-,

of s.m.. Arm. /- (negative pref.), Goth, tuz-,

OHG. za-, zi-, zu-, zar-, zir-, zur-, MHG., G.
zer-, 'apart, asunder', ON. tor-, 'difficult, hard',

Olr. do-, du; 'bad, ill', OS. to-, te-, ti-, OE. to-,

te-, tor-, 'apart, asunder', and perh. also with

OL. dvis (whence L. bis), 'twice'. See dis-.

dysacousia, dysacousis, dysacusia, n., a condition

in which sounds cause discomfort (med.) —
Medical L., fr. dys- and Gk. Sxoucti?, 'a hearing',

fr. dtxouft) (for *a)couCTto)), 'I hear'. See acoustic

and cp. words there referred to.

dyscliroa, dyischroia, n., discoloration of the skin

{med.) — Medical L., formed fr. dys- and Gk.
Xp6a, resp. xpoii4, 'color'. See -chroia.

dyscrasia, n., an ill state of the body (merf.) —
Medical L., formed fr. dys- and xpSat?, 'a

mixing, blending'. See crater and cp. crasis.

For the ending see suff. -ia.

dysenteric, adj., t) pertaining to dysentery; 2)

having dysentery. — L. dysentericus, fr. Gk.
Suirevxepixoq, 'pertaining to dysentery', fr.

SuaevxeptS. See next word and -ic.

dysentery, n., inflammation of the large intestine.

— OF. dissenterie (F. dysenteric), fr. Medical
L. dysenteria, fr. Gk. SuctevxeplS, 'dysentery*,

which lit. means 'bad intestines', and was coined

by the Greek physician Hippocrates fr. Su<i-

(see dys-) and Svxepa, 'intestines'. See enteric.

dysgenic, adj., detrimental to the hereditary

constitution of the race; opposite to eugenic. —
Formed fr. dys- and -genie. Cp. eugenic.

dyslogistic, adj., unfavorable. — A blend of dys-

and eulogistic.

Eterivative: dyslogistic-al-ly, adv.
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dyspepsia, n., disturbed digestion {med.) — L.,

fr. Gk. SuaTCEij'ia, 'indigestion', lit. 'bad diges-

tion', fr. SuCTirsTixor;, 'hard to digest', fr. Sua- (see

dys-) and tzz-k^^z, 'cooked', verbal adj. of

TreucTEiv, Tt^TTXEiv, 'to cook, to digest'. See pep-

sin and cp. words there referred to. For the

ending see suff. -ia.

dyspeptic, adj., pertaining to, or suffering from,

dyspepsia. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk.
SuCTTreTixoc;, 'hard to digest'. See prec. word and
-ic and cp. peptic and words there referred to.

dysphoria, n., mental anxiety; a general feeling

of indisposition. — Formed with suff. -ia fr.

Gk. 8(!>CT9opor;, 'hard to bear', fr. Sua- (see dys-)

and the stem of ip^petv, 'to bear, carry'. See

bear, 'to carry', and cp. euphoria. For the ending

see suff. -ia.

dyspnea, dyspnoea, n., difficult breathing (med.)

— L. dyspnoea, fr. Gk. SiidTwoia, 'difficulty in

breathing', fr. Suctttvoo?, 'breathing with diffi-

culty', fr. Suo- (see dys-) and twoiq, twoi-/),

'breath'. See pneuma and cp. eupnea.

dysprosia, n., dysprosium oxide (chem.) — See

next word.

dysprosium, n., name of an element {chem.) —
ModL., coined fr. Gk. SutrTtp^CTixo?, 'hard to

dysuria

get at', fr. Sua- (see dys-) and ^tpAtnxo;, verbal

adj. of TTpiaeifj.!., 'I go in', fr. vipdc,, 'toward, to'

(see pros-), and sljii, 'I go', which is cogn. with
01. imi, L. eo, 'I go'. See itinerate and cp. words
there referred to. This element was so called,

because it was hard to reach.

Dyssodia, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (60/.) — ModL., fr. Gk. SuatoSia, 'an ill

smell', fr. SuctcoSt]!;, 'ill-smelling', fr. Sua- (see

dys-) and S^eiv, 'to smell', whence oajiv), 'smell,

odor' (see osmium and cp. hyposmia, parosmia);

so called from the ill smell of the leaves. For
the ending see suff. -ia.

dystocia, n., difficult parturition (merf.) — Medi-
cal L., fr. Gk. SuaxoxSa, 'painful delivery', fr.

Sue- (see dys-) and x6xoi;, 'childbirth, parturit-

ion'. See -tocia.

dystrophy, dystrophia, n., defective nutrition

(med.) — Medical L. dystrophia, fr. dys- and
Gk. xpoipY), 'nourishment'. See trophic and cp.

atrophy, hypertrophy.

dysuria, n., painful urination {med.) — Late L.,

fr. Gk. SuCToupta, fr. Sua- (see dys-) and oSpov,

'urine'. See urine and -ia.

Derivative: dysur-ic, adj.



e-, form of L. ex- before voiced consonants.

— See 1st ex-.

each, adj.— ME. lelc, elc, eche, fr. OE. xlc, which

is short for d-gelic, 'ever alike', and is rel. to

OFris. ellik, elk, Du. elk, OHG. iogilih, MHG.
iegelich, G. jeglich, 'each, every'. See aye, 'ever',

and like, adj. and adv., and cp. ilk.

eager, adj. — ME. eger, egre, 'sharp, eager', fr.

AF. egre, corresponding to OF. (= F.) aigre,

'sour, acid; harsh, bitter, rough', fr. L. dcrem,

ace. of deer, 'sharp, pointed, piercing; acute,

ardent, zealous'. See acrid and cp. agrito and

the second element in vinegar. Cp. also ear

ofcorn. Derivatives : eager-ly, !idv.,eager-ness,n.

eagle, n. — ME. egle, fr. OF. egle, aigle (F.

aigle), fr. L. aquila, 'eagle', whence also It.

aquila. Rum. acera. Proven^, aigia, Sp. dguila.

Port, dguia, of s.m. See aquiline.

Derivative: eaglet {q.\.)

eaglet, n., a young eagle. — Formed fr. eagle

on analogy of F. aiglette, dimin. of aigle,

'eagle'. See prec. word and -et, -ette.

eaglewood, n., agalloch. — Loan translation of

F. bois d'aigle, fr. Port, aguila, 'aloewood', fr.

Gk. dya^J^oxov, 'aloe, aloewood' ; see agalloch.

French bois d'aigle arose from a confusion of

Port, dguila, 'aloewood', with Port, dguia, Sp.

dguila, 'eagle' (see eagle).

eagre, n., a tidal wave; a bore. — Lit. 'water

borer', fr. OE. ea, 'water', and gar, 'spear'. See

aquatic and gore, 'to pierce'.

ean, tr. and intr. v. — A var. of yean (q.v.)

Derivative: ean-ling (cp. yeanling).

ear, n., the organ of hearing. — ME. ere, fr. OE.

eare, rel. to ON. eyra, Swed. iira, Dan. 0re,

OS., ODu., OHG. dra, OFris. are, Du. oor,

MHG. ore, G. Ohr, Goth, ausd, and cogn. with

Gk. o\jq, gen. ojto? (for *o5ao<;, resp. *ouaaTO(;),

L. auris (for *ausis), Avestic ushi, 'both ears',

OSlav. ucho (gen. uSese, dual uii), Lith. ausis,

Lett. du.s.s, OPruss. ausins (ace. pi.), Olr. au, 6,

'ear', Arm. unkn (for *uson-qo-m). Alb. ves,

'ear'. All these words derive fr. L-E. base *au-,

'ear'. Cp. aural, 'pertaining to the ear', auricle,

auscultation, orillion, ormer, oto-, oyer, oyez.

Cp. also acroama.

Derivatives: ear-ed, adj., earing (q.v.)

ear of corn, n. — ME. ere, ear, fr. OE. eare, rel.

to Du. aar, OHG. ehir, ahir, MHG, eher, G.

Ahre, ON. ax, Goth, ahs, 'ear of corn', fr. Teut.

*ahiz, corresponding to I.-E. *akos-, whence L.

acus, 'chaff, husk', Gk. axoa-n!;, 'barley', lit. 'the

awny one', fr. l.-E. base *ak-, 'to be sharp or

pointed', whence also L. deer, 'sharp, pointed'.

See acrid and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: ear-ed, adj.

ear, tr. v., to plow (archaic or obsol.) — ME.

erien, fr. OE. erian, rel. to OS. erian, ON. erja,

OFris. era, OHG. erien, Goth, arjan, fr. L-E.

base *ara-, 'to plow', whence also L. ardre, 'to

plow'. See arable.

earing, n., rope by which the upper corners of

a sail are fastened to the yard (naut.) — For

ear-ring. See ear, 'organ of hearing', and ring, n.

earl, n., a title of nobility. — ME. eri, fr. OE.

eorl, 'man, warrior, chief, nobleman', rel. to

ON. jarl, 'chief, nobleman', OS., OHG. erI,

'man'. Cp. jarl.

earl, tr. v., to pledge {Scot.) — Rel. to ME. erles,

erres, 'earnest money', fr. OF. erres, fr. L. arra.

See earnest, 'pledge', and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

earldom, n. — ME. erldom, fr. OE. earldom, fr.

eorl. See prec. word and -dom.

early, adv. — ME. eriiche, erli, fr. OE. xrlice,

'early', compounded of xr, 'before', and suff.

-lice. See ere and adv. suff. -ly.

Derivatives: early, adj., earli-ness, n.

earn, tr. v. — ME. ernien, ernen, fr. OE. earnian,

'to deserve, earn', rel. to OHG. amen, arndn,

'to reap', OE. ern, OHG. aran, arn, G. Ernte,

'harvest', Goth, asans, 'harvest, summer', ON.

onn (for *aznu), 'work in the field', and cogn.

with OSlav. jeseni, Russ. dsen\ OPruss. assanis,

'autumn'.

Derivatives: earn-er, n., earning, n. (q.v.)

earnest, n., seriousness. — ME. ernest, fr. OE.

eornost, rel. to OS., OHG., ernust, 'struggle',

MHG. ernest, 'struggle; earnest', G. Ernst,

'earnest, seriousness', Goth, arniba, 'safely', ON.

jarna, 'fight, combat', ern, 'able, fit, vigorous',

orig. 'able to fight'. Cp. Ernest.

Derivatives: earnest, adj., earnest-ly, adv., ear-

nest-ness, n.

earnest, n., pledge. — ME. ernest, ernes, appar

ently fr. OF. erres, 'earnest money', fr. L. arra

arrha, 'pledge', shortened fr. arrabo, arrhabo,

fr. Gk. otppa^div, 'earnest money', fr. Heb,

'erdbhSn, 'pledge, surety', fr. 'drdbh, 'he pled

ged'. Cp. arras, arrha, arles, earl, 'to pledge'

earning, n. — OE. earnung, fr. earnian, 'to de-

serve, earn'. See earn and subst. suff. -ing.

earth, n. — ME. eorthe, erthe, fr. OE. eorde, rel.

to OS. ertha, ON. jord, Dan., Swed. jord, OFris.

erthe, MDu. eerde, aerde, Du. aarde, OHG.
erda, MHG.. G. erde, Goth, airfia, and cogn.

with Mir. -ert (in compounds), 'earth'; fr.

I.-E. base *er-t, a -/-enlargement of base *er-,

'earth', whence OHG. ero, 'earth', Gk. epa,

'earth', epai^e (for 'Ipao-Se, cp. Dor. epaaSs),

'to earth', JpSi; (prop. gen. of epa), 'of earth'.

Fr. base *er-w-, a -iv-enlargement of base *er-,

derive ON. jorvi, 'sandbank', W., Co. erw,

'strip of land', OBret. ero, 'furrow'. Cp. the

ebb

first element in aardvark, aardwolf.

Derivatives: earth, tr. and intr. v., earth-ed,

adj., earthian (q.v.), earth-less, adj., earth-like,

adj., earth-ly, adj., eanh-li-ness, n., earth-y,

adj., earth-i-ness, n.

earthian, n., an inhabitant of the earth. — A
hybrid coined fr. E. earth and suff. -ian (fr. L.

-idnus).

earwig, n. — ME. erwigge, fr. OE. earwicga,

'earwig', fr. eare (see ear, organ of hearing) and
wicga, 'insect, beetle', lit. 'the runner', rel. to

MLG. wiggen, Norw. vigga, dial. E. wig, 'to

move to and fro', and to E. wiggle (q.v.)

ease, n. — ME. ese, fr. OF. else, aise, 'empty

space, comfort, ease' (whence F. aise, 'ease,

comfort, convenience, leisure'), fr. adjacens,

'that which lies near', pres. part of adjacere, 'to

lie near' ; cp. OProven?. aize (whence It. agio.

Port, azo), 'occasion', which is of the same ori-

gin. See adjacent (which is a doublet of ease)

and cp. disease. Cp. also agio, adagio.

Derivatives: ease, tr. v., ease-ful, adj., ease-ful-

ly, adv., ease-ful-ness, n., ease-less, adj., easy

(q.v.)

easel, n. — Du. ezel, 'ass, easel', fr. MDu. esel;

rel. to OE. esol, OS. esil, OHG. esil (MHG., G.
esel), 'ass', fr. L. asinus, of s.m. See ass and cp.

asinine. For sense development cp. onager, in

the sense of 'catapult', and horse, in the sense of

'wooden structure bearing rough resemblance

to a horse'.

easement, n. — OF. aisement, 'ease', fr. aisier,

'to ease', fr. aise. See ease and -ment.

east, n. — ME. east, est, fr. OE. east, 'in the east'

(whence OE. eastan, 'from the east'), rel. to Du.
oost, oosten, OHG. dstan, MHG. osten, G. Ost,

Osten, 'east', OHG., OS. dstar, 'to the east', ON.
austr, 'from the east', fr. Teut. *austa-, 'east',

which is rel. to I.-E. *ausos, 'dawn', whence OI.

ufdh, Gk. i.iitc„ Homeric Gk. -rjcx; (for *dusds),

Lith. auSrd, 'dawn', L. auster, 'south', aurum (for

*ausom), 'gold,' lit. 'the reddish metal', aurora

(for *aus6sa), 'dawn'. Cp next word and the first

element in Ostrogoth. Cp. also aureate, aurora,

Auster, austral, eo-, Eos.

Derivatives: east, adj. and adv., easter-ly, adj.,

eastern (q.v.), east-ward, adv.

Easter, n. — ME. ester, estern, fr. OE. easter,

eastre, 'Easter', fr. OE. Eastre (usually in the pi.

Eastron), a Teutonic goddess of spring (orig.

the goddess of dawn); rel. to OHG. ostarUn,

MHG. dsteren, G. Ostern, 'Easter', and to E.

east (q.v.)

easterling, n., a native of an Eastern country. —
Formed fr. eastern with suff. -ling. Cp. MLG.
osterlink, Du, oosterlink.

eastern, adj. — ME. esterne, fr. OE. easterne, fr.

east. See east and -em.

Derivatives: Eastern, n., eastern-er, n.

easting, n,, easterly departure (naut.) — Formed
fr. east with subst. suff. -ing.

easy, adj. — ME. aisie, fr. OF. aisie (F. aisi).

prop. pp. of aisier, 'to ease', fr. aise, 'ease'. See
ease and -y (representing OF. -e, -ie, F. -e).

Derivatives: easy, adv., n. and v.

eat, tr. and intr. v. — ME. eten, fr. OE. etan, rel.

to ON. eta, Swed. dta, Dan. lede, OFris. eta,

ita, MDu., Du. eten, OHG. ejjan, MHG. e^sen,

G. essen, Goth, itan, fr. I.-E. base *ed-, 'to eat',

whence also OI. ddmi, 'I eat'. Arm. utem, Gk.
28(0, L. edd, earlier Lith. emi (for *edmi), Lith.

edu, Lett. |m«, 'I eat', OPruss. ist, 'to eat', idis,

'eating', OSlav. jamX (for *emi), 'I eat', Olr.

esse, 'eaten', W. esu, ysu (for *ed-tu), 'to de-

vour', Hitt. edmi, 'I eat', ed, 'eat!', adanzi, 'they

eat', adanna, 'food'. Cp. comedo, comestible,

dent, Dermestes, edestin, edible, esculent, esur-

ient, etch, fret, 'to consume', nestitherapy,

obese, odonto-, -Gdynia, ort, prandial, Samoyed.

Cp. also tooth.

Derivatives: eat-able, adj., eat-able-s, n. pi.,

eata-bil-ity, n., eat-able-ness, n., eater (q.v.),

eating, verbal n. and adj.

eater, n. — OE. etere, fr. etan, 'to eat'. See prec.

word and agential suff. -er.

Eau de Cologne, cologne. — F., lit. 'water of

Cologne'. See eau de vie and cologne.

eau de vie, brandy. — F. eau-de-vie, lit. 'water of

life', fr. L. aqua, 'water', de, 'from, away from',

and vita, 'life'. See aquatic, de- and vital. For

sense development cp. aqua vitae, usquebaugh

and whisky.

eaves, n. pi., the edge of a roof. — ME. evese

(pi. eveses), fr. OE. efes, 'eaves, brim, border',

rel. to ON. ups, upse, OHG. obasa, obisa, 'porch,

hall, roof, MHG. obese, obse, 'eaves', dial.

G. Obsen, Obsten, 'porch', Goth, ubizwa,

'porch', OHG. obana, 'from above', G. oben,

'above', and to E. over, up. Derivatively, eaves

is a singular. It was mistaken for a plural be-

cause of the confusion of the final j in OE. efes

with the plural suffix. From the alleged plural

eaves the singular eave was formed. — Cp.

next word.

eavesdrop, intr. v, — Formerly eavesdrip, fr. OE.

yfesdrype, 'drip from eaves'. See eaves and drip.

To eavesdrop orig. meant 'to stand under

droppings from the eaves of a house', whence

arose the meaning 'to listen to a conversation

secretly' (lit. 'under the eaves', i.e. 'near the

window or door'.

Derivatives : eavesdropp-er, n., eavesdropp-ing, n.

6bauchoir, n., sculptor's boaster; roughing chisel.

— F. ebauchoir, fr. ebaucher, 'to rough out,

sketch out', orig. 'to rough out timber', fr. bau,

bauch, bale, 'beam', fr. Prankish *balk; cp.

OHG. baiko, 'beam', OE. balca, 'ridge between

furrows'. See balk and cp. debauch.

ebb, n. — ME. ebbe, fr. OE. ebba, rel. to OS.

ebbiunga, OFris. ebba, MLG., MDu., Du. ebbe

[whence MHG. (= G.) ebbe, Dan., Swed. ebb,

abb, F. ^be]. These words prob. stand in grada-

tional relationship to ON. ofugr, Goth, ibuks,

'backwards', and to E. of (q.v.)



ebb

ebb, intr. v. — ME. ebben, fr. OE. ebbian, fr.

ebba, 'ebb'. See ebb, n.

Ebenaceae, n.pL, the ebony family {bot.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. L. ebenus.

See ebony.

Ebenezer, masc. PN. ; in the Bible, name of a

stone raised by Samuel in memory of the victory

over the Philistines (ISam.7:i2). — Heb.

ebhen ^ezer, 'stone of help', fr. ebhen, 'stone',

and 'ezer, 'help'. The first word is rel. to Aram.

ebhen, in the emphatic state abhnd, Ugar. 'bn,

Akkad. abnu, Ethiop. eben, 'stone'. The second

word derives fr. 'azdr, 'he helped', and is rel.

to Aram.-Syr. 'addr, 'he helped', Arab, 'ddhara,

'he excused, exculpated; he helped, aided'. Cp.

Azariah, Ezra.

Eblis, n., the prince of the fallen angels (Arabian

religion). — Arab. Iblfs, aphetic for Gk. Sia-

PoXo?, 'slanderer', in Eccles. Gk. 'devil'. It is

very probable that Gk. SidipoXo? came into

Arabic through the medium of Syriac and that

the first syllable of the Greek word was mis-

taken for the Syriac genitive particle di and sub-

sequently dropped. See devil,

ebon, n., ebony (poetic). — ME. eban, fr. L. ebe-

nus. See ebony,

ebonist, n., a worker or dealer in ebony. —
Formed fr. ebony with suff. -ist.

ebonite, n., vulcanite. — Formed fr. ebony with

subst. suff. -ite.

ebonize, tr, v., to stain wood, so as to make it

resemble ebony. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -ize.

ebony, n. — OF. ebaine (F. ebine), fr. L. ebenus

(whence also OHG., MHG. ebenus, G. Eben-

holz), fr. Gk. ipeiio? (whence also Arabo-

Persian abna.i), fr. Egypt, kebni (whence also

Heb. pi. hobhnim, Ezek. 27: 15).

Derivatives : ebony, adj., ebonist, ebonite, ebon-

ize (qq.v.)

ebriety, n., drunkenness. — F. ebriete, fr. L.

ebrietatem, ace. of ebrietds, 'drunkenness, fr.

ebrius, 'drunk, intoxicated', which is of un-

certain origin. Cp. inebriate and sober,

ebrious, adj., inclined to excessive drinking. —
L. ebrius. See prec. word and cp. brio. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

ebullience, ebulliency, n. — Formed fr. next word
with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

ebullient, adj., boiling up, exuberant. — Lit.

'bubbling over', fr. L. ebulliens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of ebullire, 'to boil up, bubble over', fr. -e

and bullire, 'to boil, bubble'. See boil, v.

ebullioscope, n., an instrument for indicating the

boiling point of liquids. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. ebullire, 'to boil up', and Gk. -oxoTttov, fr.

oxotteTv, 'to look at, examine'. See prec. word
and -scope.

ebullition, n., the act of boiling up; sudden out-

burst. — L. ebullUio, gen. -onis, 'a bubbling

over', fr. ebullU-(um), pp. stem of ebullire. See

ebullient and -ition.

Eburna, n., a genus of marine gastropods, the

ivory shell. — ModL., fr. L. eburnus, 'of ivory',

fr. ebur, 'ivory'. See ivory,

eburnated, adj., hard like ivory (med.)— Formed
with suflF. -ed fr. L. eburnus, 'of ivory'. See prec.

word.

ebumation, n., an increase in the density of bone,

cartilage or tooth (med.) — Formed with suff.

-atlon fr. L. eburnus, 'of ivory'. See Eburna.

eburnean, adj., pertaining to, made of, or resem-

bling, ivory. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L.

eburneus, 'of ivory', fr. ebur, 'ivory'. See Eburna.

ebumine, adj., eburnean. — Formed with suflf.

-ine fr. L. eburnus, 'of ivory'. See Eburna.

ec-, pref. meaning 'out of. — Gk. ex-, fr. ix,

'out of. See 2nd ex-, and cp. ecto-.

ecarte, n., a French card game for two persons,

played with 32 cards. — F., lit. 'discarded', pp.

of ecarter, 'to discard', fr. e- (fr. L. e, 'out of),

and carte, 'card'. See card for playing and cp.

skat,

ecbatic, adj., expressing mere result; the opposite

of telle (gram.) — Gk. exPaTtxA?, fr. sxPaTOi;,

'coming to pass', verbal adj. of sxPaiveiv, 'to

go out, come out, resuh', fr. ex (see ec-) and

PaivEiv, 'to go'. See base, n., and -ic.

ecbolic, adj., causing abortion (med.) — Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. exgoXv), 'a throwing out,

abortion', fr. exP(4>J.eiv, 'to throw out', fr. ex

(see ec-) and ^aXXeiv, 'to throw'. See baUistic

and cp. words there referred to.

ecce homo, 'behold the man' (see John 19:5). —
L. ecce, 'behold', prob. stands for *ed-ce, which

is compounded of the adverbial particle *ed

and the demonstrative particle -ce, for which

see he. For the etymology of L. homo, 'man',

see human.

eccentric, adj. — F. excentrique, fr. ML. excen-

tricus, 'out of the centre', fr. Gk. SxxsvTpoq,

'out of the centre', fr. Ix (see ec-) and x^vxpov,

'point, prickle, spike, oxgoad'. See center.

Derivatives: eccentric, n., eccentric-al-ly, adv.,

eccentric-ity, n., eccentr-ing, adj.

eccentro-, combining form meaning 'eccentric'.

— GK. exxsMTpo-, fr. fecxEvxpo;, 'out of the

centre'. See prec. word.

ecchymosis, n., extravasation of blood (med.) —
"Medical L., fr. Gk. exxutiwatg, 'bruise, extra-

vasation', lit. 'a pouring out', fr. b<x^[i-a\>c^<x.\.,

'to pour out, extravasate', fr. ex (see ec-) and

yu(i6(;, 'juice'. See chyme and -osis.

ecclesia, n., i) assembly of citizens in ancient

Athens; 2) a church. — L. ecclesia, 'assembly

of the people', in Eccles. L., 'church', fr. Gk.

exxXTjOta, 'an assembly of citizens', in Eccles.

Gk. 'church', fr. SxxXyjto.;, 'called out, sum-

moned', verbal adj. of IxxaXeiv, 'to call out,

summon forth', fr. ex (see ec-) and xaXetv, 'to

call, summon'. See calends and cp. words there

referred to Cp. also Ecclesiastes, Ecclesiasticus.

ecclesiast, n., member of an ecclesia. — Gk. 4x-

xXTjauxoTrjc. See next word.
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Ecclesiastes, n., name of one of the 5 Scrolls of

the Hagiographa, corresponding to Heb. Qohe-

leth (Bible). — L. ecclesiastes, fr. Gk. IxxXtj-

<n.acr-ri)g, 'speaker in an assembly', fr. ^xxXrjaia,

'assembly' ; see ecclesia and -ast. (For the mean-

ing of ExxXriCTiatiTY); cp. Plato, Gorgias, 452e;

the usual rendering as 'preacher', is erroneous.)

Accordingly, ixxXrjtJiaor^i;, the translation of

qoheleth in the LXX, is the exact rendering of

this Hebrew word, which derives fr. qdhdl,

'assembly'.

ecclesiastic, adj., pertaining to the church; eccle-

siastical. — F. ecclesiastique, fr. Eccles. L. ec-

clesiasticus, fr. Gk. ExxX7)(ria(jTtK6(;, 'pertaining

to the assembly or the ecclesia', fr. exxXirjCTia.

See ecclesia and -ic and cp. Ecclesiastes.

Derivatives: ecclesiastic, a., ecclesiastic-al, adj.,

ecclesiastic-al-ly, adv., ecclesiastic-ism, n.

Ecclesiasticus, n., name of the Jewish apocryphal

work more generally known as the Book of

Jesus, the son of Sirach. — Eccles. L. Eccle-

siasticus, lit. 'pertaining to the church', fr. Gk.

JxxXrjaiacrTixoi;, 'pertaining to the assembly', fr.

ExxXridta; so called because of its frequent use

in the churches. See ecclesia and cp. Eccle-

siastes.

ecclesio-, combining form for ecclesia.

ecclesiology, n. — Lit. 'study of the church';

compounded of ecclesio- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-Xiyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : ecclesiolog-ic, ecclesiolog-ic-al,

adjs., ecclesiolog-ic-al-ly, adv., ecclesiolog-ist, n.

eccrinology, n., the study of secretions (phy-

siol.) — Compounded of Gk. ixxptveiv, 'to

secrete', and -Xoyia, fr. -Xiyo?, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. The first element is formed fr.

iy. (see ec-), and xpfvetv, 'to separate'. See

crisis. For the second element see -logy.

ecderon, n., the outer part of the skin (anat.) —
Coined by Huxley fr. ec- and Gk. Slpo?, 'skin',

which is rel. to S^pjjia, 'skin'. See derma and

cp. enderon. Derivative: enderon-ic, adj.

ecdysis, n., the act of shedding (zool.) — Gk.

fotSuoK;, 'getting out, putting off, shedding',

fr. exSuEiv, 'to get out of, put off, shed', fr. 4x

(see ec-) and Sueov, 'to enter; to put on'. See

adytum and cp. endysis.

echelon, n., steplike formation of troops (mil.)

— F. echelon, fr. echelte, 'ladder', fr. L. scdla,

'ladder'. See scale, 'mccisure'.

Ecbeneis, n., a genus of fishes, the remora (ich-

thyol.) — ModL., fr. L. echeneis, 'remora', fr.

Gk. 4x^vT|ti;, lit. 'ship-detaining', compounded
of exetv, 'to have, hold', and vaO?, gen. vrfiq,

'ship'(see hectic and naval) ; so called in allusion

to its alleged power of detaining a ship.

echidna, n., an Australian egg-laying mammal.
— L., 'adder, viper', fr. Gk. i'/C^va., prop. fern.

of an adj. *lx'Svoi;, 'viperiike', fr. 8x11;, 'viper',

which is cogn. with Norw. igle, OHG. egala.

MHG. egele, G. Egel, 'leech', and with L. anguis,

'serpent, snake'. See anguine and cp. Echium.

echinate, adj., set with prickles. — See echinus

and adj. suff. -ate.

echinite, n., a fossil echinus. — See echinus and
subst. suff. -ite. Derivative: echinit-al, adj.

echino-, combining form meaning 'prickly, spiny'.

— Gk. extvo-, fr. kji\ioc„ 'hedgehog'. See echinus.

Echinochloa, n., a genus of grasses (bot.) —
ModL., lit. 'hedgehog grass', fr. echino- and

Gk. yyJyri, Dor. y\6aL, 'grass', which is rel. to

XXoip6i;, 'greenish yellow'. See choler and cp.

chlorine.

Echinocystis, n., a genus of plants, the wild

balsam-apple (bot.) — ModL., compounded of

echino- and Gk. xu<jti;, 'bladder' (see cyst) ; so

called in allusion to its prickly fruit.

Echinodermata, n. pi., a phylum of sea animals

with a spiny shell, including the starfishes and

the sea urchins (zool.) — ModL., lit. '(having a

spiny skin', compounded of echino- and Gk.

S^pfiaxa, pi. of Sepjxa, 'skin'. See derma.

Echinodorus, n., a genus of herbs (60/.)— ModL.,

compounded of echino- and Sopu, 'spear'. See

dory-.

Echinops, n., a genus of plants, the globe thistle

(bot.) — ModL., lit. 'resembling a hedgehog',

fr. echino- and Gk. -onl*- I't- '-eyed', fr. oi4'> gen.

MTri;, 'eye'. See -ops.

echinus, n., sea urchin, pi. echini. — L., fr. Gk.

kyvtoc,, 'hedgehog, sea urchin', prob. formed

fr. ex'?' 'viper' (see echidna), with suff. -Tvot;;

cogn. with Arm. ozni, OSlav. jezi, Lith. ezys,

Lett, ezis, OE. igel, ME. il, OS., OHG., MHG.,
G. igel, Du. egel, 'hedgehog'.

Echium, n., a genus of plants, the viper's bugloss

(bot.) — ModL., fr, Gk. exiov, ht. 'viper's

plant', fr. ^x'?> 'viper'. See echidna,

echo, n. — L. echo, fr. Gk. tjxco, 'sound, noise;

echo', rel. to t)xt], 'noise', rf/Eiv, 'to resound',

fr. Gk. base *fax- (whence also iaxetv, 'to re-

sound'), corresponding to l.-E. *wig-, 'to

sound', whence OL vagniih, 'sound', L. vdgire,

'to cry'. Cp. catechize, vagitus.

Eterivatives: echo, tr. and intr. v., echo-er, n.,

echo-ic, adj., echo-ism, n., echo-ist, n., echo-ize,

intr. V.

£clau-, n., a kind of light long cake filled with

cream. — F., lit. 'lightning', back formation fr.

eclairer, 'to light, illuminate', fr. VL. *excld-

ridre (whence also OProven?. esclairar), corres-

ponding to L. excldrdre, 'to light up, illumine',

fr. 1st ex- and cldrdre, 'to make clear', fr. cldrus,

'bright, clear'. See clear and cp. words there

referred to.

eclampsia, n., a convulsive attack (med.) — Med-
ical L., fr. Gk. £xXaixi{/i!;, 'a shining forth', fr.

ixXafjLTTEtv, 'to shine forth', fr. ex (see ec-) and

XinTTEiv, 'to shine'. See lamp and -ia. The word

eclampsia was introduced into medical termi-

nology by the French pathologist Fran^ois-

Boissier de la Croix de Sauvages (1706-67).



eclamptic, adj., pertaining to eclampsia. — See
prec. word and -ic.

eclat, n., brilliancy, applause.— F., 'burst, crash,
clap; shiver, splinter; brightness', back format-
ion fr. F. eclater, 'to burst, split, shiver; to ex-
plode; to cry out, exclaim; to shine, sparkle,
flash', fr. OF. esclater, 'to break, burst', prob. fr.

Prankish *slaitan, 'to rend, tear', which is rel.

to OHG. silvan, OE. slJtan, of s.m. See slit and
cp. slate, 'piece of rock', and slate, 'to censure'.

eclectic, adj., selecting doctrines from various
philosophic systems. — Gk. ixXexTtxo?, 'pick-

ing out, selecting', fr. ixXexxoi;, verbal adj. of
kvXiyEiM, 'to pick out, select', fr. ly. (see ec-),

and Xsystv, 'to pick out, choose; to tell, say,

speak'. See lecture and -ic and cp. eclogue.

Derivatives
: ecfecf/c, n., an eclectic philosopher,

eclectic-al-ly, adv., eclectic-ism, n.

eclipse, n. — OF. eclipse (F. eclipse), fr. L. eclip-

sis, fr. Gk. 'iY.\si'\>\.c„ 'a leaving out, forsaking,
failure; eclipse', fr. cjcXemstv, 'to leave out,

forsake, cease; to be eclipsed', fr. ex (see ec-)

and XcCttcw, 'to leave', which is cogn. with L.
linquere, 'to leave'. See relinquish and cp. ellipse.

Derivatives: eclipse, tr. v., eclips-er, n.

ecliptic, adj., i) pertaining to an eclipse; 2) per-
taining to an ecliptic. — L. eclipticus, 'pertain-

ing to an eclipse', fr. Gk. iyXzi-KT:\.y.6z, fr.

ExXemEiv. See prec. word and -ic.

ecliptic, n., apparent annual path of the sun. —
Fr. L. Ilnea ecliptica, 'the ecliptic', fr. eclipticus,

'pertaining to an eclipse'. The ecliptic was so
called because it was supposed that eclipses of
the sun and moon take place on the great circle

forming the apparent annual path of the sun.
eclogue, n., a short poem of pastoral character.
— F. eclogue, eglogue, fr. L. ecloga, fr. Gk.
£xXoy4 'a choice, selection', fr. ^xX^ctv, 'to

pick out, select'. See eclectic.

eclosion, n., the process of hatching of a chicken
from an egg, or of an insect from a pupa case
(zool.) — F. eclosion, 'a breaking forth, hatch-
ing', lit, 'an opening', fr. eclos, pp. of ectore, 'to

be hatched, to open' (said of an egg), fr. VL.
*exclaudere, 'to shut out, exclude, drive out';

'to hatch out' (tr.), refashioned (after L. clau-
dere, 'to shut, close'), fr. L. exclitdere, of s.m.
See exclude and -ion.

eco-, oeco-, combining form meaning 'environ-
fnent'. — Gk. otzo-, fr. olxoi;, 'house'. See
economy.

ecology, ©ecology, n., that branch of science which
deals with animals and plants in relation to their

environment. — G. Okologie, coined by the
German biologist Ernst Heinrich Haeckel
(1 834- 1 9 1 9) fr. Gk. otxo- (see eco-) and -Xoyia, fr.

-XoYo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);
one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: ecolog-ic, ecolog-ic-al, adjs., ecolog-
ic-al-ly, adv., ecolog-ist, n.

economic, adj. — F. economique, fr. L. oecono-
micus, 'pertaining to economy; orderly, me-
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thodical', fr. Gk. oixovo(xik6i;, 'economical', fr.

oixovojxia. See next word and -ic.

Derivatives: economic-al, adj., economic-al-ly,

adv., econom-ics, n.

economy, n.— L. oeconomia, 'the management of
a household', fr. Gk. oixovojiia, of s.m., fr.

otxov6(j.o<;, 'the manager of a household,
steward', which is compounded of olxoi;, 'house,

dwelling, place to live in', and -vojxoi;, 'manag-
ing'. Gk. oTxo? (dial. foTxoi;), is rel. to oixia,

Gortynic Gk. foixiS, 'house', and cogn. with
L. vicus, 'district', vlcinus, 'near, neighboring',

Goth, weihs, OE. wTc, 'dwelling, village'. See
vicinage, wick, 'village', and cp. androecium,
autooecious, diocese, dioecious, ecumenical, mo-
noecious, oecist, oecus, parish, paroecious, peri-

oeci. Gk. -vino? stands in gradational rela-

tionship to v^fieiv, 'to deal out, distribute, al-

lot'. See Nemesis and cp. nomad.
ecru, adj., of the yellowish color of unbleached
linen. — F. ecru, formed with pref. e- fr. L.
crOdus, 'raw' (whence also It., Sp. crudo,

OProven?. cru, crut). See crude. The pref. e- in

ecru derives fr. L. e, 'out of (see e-), but has
here only intensive force.

ecstasy, n. — OF. extasie (F. extase), fr. Late
L. ecstasis, fr. Gk. gxcrTadii;, 'removal from
the proper place, displacement', lit. 'a standing
outside oneself, from the stem of l^raTdtvai,

'to put out of place, derange; to stand aside

from', fr. e^j 'out of (see 2nd ex-) and EuTdcvai,

'to place; to stand'. See state.

ecstasy, tr. v. — F. extasier, fr. extase. See
ecstasy, n.

ecstatic, adj., pertaining to, or causing, ecstasy.

— Gk. ixaxa-rixoi;, 'unstable', fr. iv.a-coicKc,. See
prec. word and -ic. Derivative : ecstatic-al-ly, adv.

ect-, form of ecto- before a vowel.

ectasia, n., the same as ectasis. — Medical L.

See next word.

ectasis, n., dilation of a tubular vessel {med.) —
Late L. ectasis, 'a stretching out', fr. Ok. &<-

Taci?, fr. exxetveiv, 'to stretch out', fr. ^x (see

ec-) and teiveiv, 'to stretch'. See tasimeter and
cp. atelectasis, entasia, entasis, epitasis, protasis.

ecthlipsis, n., the suppression of a consonant. —
Late L., fr. Gk. SxftXiijiti;, 'a squeezing out', fr.

£x?>XtpEiv, 'to squeeze out', fr. ix (see ec-) and
•i>XfpEiv, 'to press, crush'. See tfaUpsis.

ecto-, before a vowel ect-, combining form
meaning 'outside, external'. — Att. and Ion.

Gk. ^To-, ^xT-, fr. 4xt6(;, 'outside', formed fr.

4x, 'out of, with suflF. --zbq, on analogy oihn6c„
'inside' (fr. hv, 'in'). The regular form should
have been *4x&6;. Cp. Locrian hjifioc, = Att.

and Ion. kKioQ, and see ec-.

ectoblast, n., the outer membrane of a cell (Wo/.)

— Compounded of ecto- and Gk. pXaaxA?,
'sprout'. See -blast.

ectoderm, n., the outer investing membrance of
a cell {biol.) — Lit. 'outer skin', coined by the
German physician Robert Remak (181 5-65) fr.

ecto- and Gk. Sepjia, 'skin'. See derma and

cp. endoderm, mesoderm.

-ectomy, combining form denoting 'surgical re-

moval', as in appendectomy, gastrectomy.— Gk.

-sKTOfxCS, 'a cutting out of, fr. EXT:o[ji.ri, 'a cutting

out, excision', fr. ^xt^jiveiv, 'to cut out', fr.

EX (see ec-) and tejxveiv, 'to cut'. See -tomy.

ectopia, n., morbid displacement of an organ or

another part of the body {med.) — Medical L.,

formed with suff. -ia fr. Gk. foixono?, 'away

from a place', fr. ex (see ec-) and tinoc;, 'place'.

See topic. Derivative: ectop-ic, adj., out of place.

Ectopistes, n., a genus of pigeons, the wandering

pigeon (ornithol.)— ModL., fr. Gk. exxotilJ^eiv,

'to remove from a place', fr. exxottoi;. See prec.

word and -ist.

ectoplasm, n., the external layer of a protoplasm

in a cell {bioL) — Compounded of ecto- and

plasm. Cp. endoplasm.

ectro-, combining form denoting congenital ab-

sence (med.)— Fr. Gk. Exxpcoai?, 'miscarriage',

fr. ExxixpcoaxEtv, 'to miscarry', fr. ex (see ec-)

and xixpwCTXEiv, 'to wound, hurt, injure'. See

throw and cp. words there referred to.

ecu, n., an old French silver coin. — F., fr. OF.

escu, fr. L. scutum, 'shield'. See scutum and cp.

escudo. The coin was called ecu ('shield') from

the coins issued under Louis IX, which had the

shield of France as device.

ecumenic, ecumenical, adj., general, universal. —
Late L. oecUmenicus, fr. Gk. oixoufxEvixoi;, 'open

to the whole world', fr. otxouji^vr) (scil. xf\),

'the inhabited world', fern, of the pass. pres.

part, of otxELv, 'to inhabit'^ fr. olxo?, 'house,

abode, dwelling'. See economy and -ic. For the

use and force of the passive suff. *-menos in

English words of Greek and Latin origin see

alumnus and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: ecumenical-ly, adv., ecumenic-ity,n.

eczema, n., inflammatory disease of the skin

(med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. £x!;E|xa, prop,

'something thrown out by heat', fr. ^x (see ec-)

and ^iy-y., 'that which is boiled', fr. I.-E. base

*yes-, 'to boil, seethe'. See yeast and cp. the

first element in zeolite and the second element

in apozem.

eczematous, adj., of the nature of eczema. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. Gk. sx^Ejia, gen.

ExCEj^axo;;. See prec. word.

-ed, i) pp. suff. of weak verbs in English ; 2) used

also to form adjectives: a) from nouns, as in

cultured; b) from other adjectives ending in -ate

(derived from L. pp.s in -dtus), as in foliated,

dentated. — ME. -ed, fr. OE. -ed, -od, -ad,

formed from the thematic vowel -e-, resp. -o-

or -a-, and -t, the pp. ending of weak verbs,

which is rel. to ON. -t>r, G. -t, Goth. -KTeut.

*-do, corresponding to I.-E. *-to, whence OI.

-tab, Gk. -xo?, L. -tus. Cp. the final -d in cold,

dead, loud, old, sad and suff. -t. Cp. also adj.

suff. -ate.

-ed, suff. of the past tense of weak verbs in Eng-

lish. — ME. -ede-, -de, fr. OE. -ede, -ode, -ade,

formed from the thematic vowel -e-, resp. -o-

or -a-, and -de, past ending of the ist pers. of

weak verbs, which is rel. to the corresponding

endings ON. -pa, OHG. -ta, G. -te, and prob.

also to OE. -(e)d, pp. ending of weak verbs. See

-ed, pp. suff.

-ed, suff. forming adjectives from nouns, with

the sense 'possessed of, characterized by', as in

bearded, toothed. — OE. -ede, rel. to OS. -odi.

edacious, adj., devouring, voracious. — Formed

with suff. -ous fr. L. eddx, gen. edacis, 'vora-

cious, gluttonous', fr. edere, 'to eat'. See eat.

Derivatives: edacious-ly, adv., edacious-ness, n.

edacity, n., voracity. — L. eddcitas, 'voracity,

gluttony', fr. eddx, gen. edacis. See prec. word

and -ity.

Edam cheese, often shortened to Edam, edam, n.

— From Edam, name of a village in Holland,

where this cheese was originally made.

edaphic, adj., pertaining to the condition of the

soil rather than to climate (plant ecology^. —
Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. sSacpo;, 'soil;

floor', which was probably dissimilated fr.

*&!trfoc, and is rel. to sSoi;, 'seat, base, foun-

dation', fr. stem *4S- (= I.-E. *sed-), 'to sit',

and cogn. with L. sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary

and cp. next word.

edaphology, n., the study of soils. — Compoun-

ded of Gk. ^Soifpo?, 'soil', and -Xoyta, fr. -Xiyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See edaphic and

-logy.

Edda, n., orig. name of the book written by

Snorri Sturluson (died in 1 241); later used to de-

note ancient Icelandic poems in general.— ON.,

fr. odr, 'spirit, mind; passion, song, poetry', rel.

to OE. wop, 'sound, melody, song', and cogn.

with Olr. faith, 'poet', W. gwawd, 'poem', L.

votes, soothsayer, prophet, seer'. See vates and

cp. words there referred to.

eddy, n., whirlpool; current of air. — ME. ydy,

prob. fr. ON. ida, 'whirlpool', lit. meaning 'that

which rebounds or flows back', fr. ON. pref.

id-, 'again', which is rel. to OE., OS. ed-, OHG.
et-, it-, Goth. )/>, 'and, but, however', and cogn.

with L. et, 'and'. See et. Derivative: eddy, intr. v.

ede-, form of edea- before a vowel.

edea, n. pi., the external genitals. — Fr. Gk.

aESoia, 'privy parts, pudenda', prop. neut. pi.

of aiSoto?, 'bashful, shamefaced', lit. 'having

a claim to regard', fr. alSco?, 'shame, bash-

fulness, reverence', fr. the stem of atSEO&ai,

'to be ashamed, fear, show a sense of regard,

respect', which prob. stands for *ataSE<i&ai, fr.

I.-E. *aiz-d-, whence also OI. f(fe' (for *izdi), 'I

honor', Goth, aistan, 'to fear'. I.-E. *aiz-d- is

a -rf-enlargement ofbase *ais-, 'to honor, respect',

whence OHG. era, MHG. ere, G. Ehre, 'honor',

ON. eir, 'grace', OE. dr. 'honor, dignity, benefice,

prosperity, help, kindness, mercy'. Cp. the first

element in Eric



edelweiss, n., a small Alpine plant bearing white
flowers. — G. Edelweiji, compounded of edel,

'noble', and weifi, 'white'. For the first element
see atheling, for the second see white.

edema, oedema, a swelling (merf.)— Medical L.,

fr. Gk. ol'ST)(jta, 'a swelling', fr. oiSav, oESeiv, 'to

swell', which is cogn. with Arm. aitnum, 'I

swell', aiturrm, 'a swelling', L. aemidus (for

*aidmo-dos or *aidsmo-dos), 'swelUng', ON.
eista (for *oid-s-to-), 'testicle', eitill, 'swelling',

eitr, 'poison', OE. dtor, attor, of s.m., and prob.

also with OSlav. jadu, 'poison', jadra (pi.),

'bosom'. See atter and cp. the first element in

Oedipus and the second element in myxedema.
Derivatives: edem-ic, oedem-ic, edemat-ous,

oedemat-ous, also edemat-ose, oedemat-ose, adjs.

Eden, n., in the Bible, the garden in which Adam
and Eve first lived; Paradise. — Heb. 'Edhen,

name of the region in which lay the Paradise

(see Gen. 2:8, 10, 15, etc.) The name is usually

explained as 'the place of delight', and derived

fr. Heb. 'idhen, 'dainty, delight'; cp. Edna. U.
Cassuto in his Commentary on the Book of

Genesis, Part One, From Adam to Noah, The
Hebrew University, Jersusalem, 1961, pp. 107-

108, explains the name Eden—with reference

to the meaning of the base 'dn in Ugaritic

—

as 'a place that is well watered throughout'.

Derivative: Eden-ic, adj.

edenite, n., a variety of aluminous amphibole
{mineral.) — Named after Edeny'iWs, New York.
For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Edentata, n. pi., a group of placental mammals
including the armadillo, sloth, anteater, etc.

(zool.) — ModL., neut. pi. of L. edentatus,

'toothless', pp. of edentdre, 'to render tooth-

less', fr. e- and dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth'. See
dental.

edentate, adj., i) toothless; 2) pertaining to the

Edentata. — L. edentatus, 'toothless'. See prec.

word.

Derivative : edentate, n., one of the Edentata.

edeo-, before a vowel ede-, combining form
meaning 'pertaining to the genitals'.— Fr. Gk.
aiSota, 'privy parts, pudenda'. See edea.

edestin, n., formerly, a globulin found in various

edible seeds; now, a globulin found in hemp
seed {biochem.) — Formed with chem. suff. -in

fr. Gk. sSeaTo?, 'eatable', fr. eSeiv, 'toeat'. See eat.

Edgar, masc. PN. — OE. Eadgar, compounded
of ead, 'wealth, prosperity, happiness', and gar,

'spear'. The first element is rel. to OS. 6d, OHG.
*6t, the second element in MHG. kleinot

(whence G. Kleinod, 'jewel, gem', lit. 'little

wealth'), ON. audr, Goth, auda-, 'possession,

propeny, prosperity, wealth', OE. eadig, OS.
odag, ON. audigr, OHG. otag, Goth, audags,
'rich'. Cp. the first element in Edith, Edmwid,
Edward, Edwin, and the second element in al-

lodium. For the second element in Edgar see

gar and cp. words there referred to.

edge, n. — ME. egge, fr. OE. ecg, 'edge; sword',

rel. to OS. eggia, ON. egg, Dan. eg, OS. eggia,

MDu. egghe, Du. eg, egge, OHG. ecka, egga,

MHG. ecke, egge, G. Eck, Ecke, 'edge, point',

ON. eggja, 'to provoke', fr. I.-E. base *ak-,

'sharp, pointed', whence also OI. asrihi, 'edge',

Gk. axr,, 'point', &v.poq, 'sharp', L. deer, 'sharp,

bitter'. See acrid and words there referred to

and cp. esp. egg, 'to urge'. Cp. also the first

element in Egbert.

Derivatives: edge, tr. v., edg-ing, n., edg-ing-ly,

adv., edg-y, adj., edg-i-ness, n.

edible, adj. — Late L. edibilis, 'eatable', fr. L.

edere, 'to eat'. See eat and cp. comedo, comestible,

esculent, obese.

Derivatives: edibil-ity, n., edible-ness, n.

edict, n. — L. edictum, 'proclamation, ordinance,

edict', prop. neut. pp. of edicere, 'to declare,

publish, ordain, decree', fr. e- and dicere, 'to

say'. See diction.

Derivatives: edict-al, adj., edict-al-ly, adv.

edification, n. — L. aedificdtio, gen. -onis, 'a

building, structure', fr. aedificdtus, pp. of aedi-

ficdre. See edify and -ation.

edifice, n., a building. — F. edifice, fr. L. aedi-

ficium, 'a building', from the stem of aedificdre.

See next word.

edify, tr. v. — ME. edifien, fr. F. edifier, fr. L.

aedificdre, 'to erect a building, to build', fr.

aedes (or aedis), 'a building, sanctuary, temple',

orig. 'a place with a hearth', and -ficare, fr.

facere, 'to make, do'. L. aedes derives fr. I.-E.

base *aidh-, 'to burn', whence also Gk. atdctv,

'to burn', odO-poL, 'the clear sky, fair weather',

aES-)f]p, 'the upper, purer air, ether', i-9-ap6?,

'clean, pure, clear', OI. inddhe, 'bursts into

'flame', edhaff, idhmdh, 'wood for burning',

OE. dd, OHG. eit, 'funeral pile, fire', Olr. aed,

'fire', W. aidd, 'heat, zeal'. Cp. aedile, Aethusa,

Aludel, estiva], estuary, ether, Ethiop, oast. For
the second element in edify see -fy.

Derivatives: edifi-er, n., edify-ing, adj., edify-

ing-ty, adv., edify-ing-ness, n.

edingtonitc, n., a hydrous aluminum barium sili-

cate (mineral.) — Named after its discoverer,

Mr. Edington of Glasgow. For the ending see

subst. suff'. -ite.

edisonite, n., a variant of rutile (mineral) —
Named after the American inventor Thomas
Alva Edison (i 847-1 931). For the ending see

subst. suif. -ite.

edit, tr. v. — Back formation fr. editor (q.v.)

Edith, fem. PN. — OE. Eadgyth, compounded
of ead, 'wealth, prosperity, happiness', and gUd,

'war'. For the first element see Edgar and cp.

words there referred to. OE. gud is rel. to OHG.
gund; ON. gunnr, gudr, 'war', and cogn. with

Gk. fl-eivEiv, 'to strike', 96V0?, 'murder', L.

-fendere, 'to thrust, strike'. See defend and cp.

the words there referred to.

edition, n. — F. edition, fr. L. editionem, ace. of
editio, 'a bringing forth, publishing', fr. edere,

'to give out, bring forth, publish', formed fr. e-

501

and -dere, which derives fr. dare, 'to give'. See
e- and date, 'point of time'.

editor, n.— L., 'one who brings forth, publishes',

fr. editus, pp. of edere. See prec. word and
agential suff. -or.

Derivatives: editor-ial, adj., and n., editor-tal-

ly, adv.

editress, n., a female editor. — See prec. word
and -ess.

Edmond, Edmund, masc. PN. — OE. Eadmund,
lit. 'rich protector', compounded of ead, 'pros-

perity, happiness', and mund, 'hand, protection'.

For the first element see Edgar. The second ele-

ment is rel. to ON. mund, OHG. rmmt, 'hand,

protection', and cogn. with L. mdnus, 'hand'.

See manual and cp. mound, 'a heap of earth'.

Cp. also the second element in Osmond, Ray-
mond, Sigismund.

Edna, fem. PN. — Gk. 'BSva, fr. Heb. 'ednd'',

'dehght', which is rel. to 'Sdhen, 'delight', hith-

'addin, 'he luxuriated', 'ddhm, 'voluptuous',

ma'ddhannfm, 'dainties', Aram. 'addSn, 'he

charmed, delighted', Arab, ghddan, 'luxury'.

Cp. Eden.

educable, adj. — See next word and -able.

educate, tr. v. — L. educdtus, pp. of educdre, 'to

bring up, rear, educate', rel. to educere, 'to lead

out, bring out; to bring up, rear, raise', fr. e-

and ducere, 'to lead'. See duke and verbal suff'.

-ate and cp. educe.

Derivatives: educat-ed, adj., education (q.v.),

educat-ive, adj., educator (q.v.)

education, n. — L. educdtio, gen. -onis, 'a bring-

ing up, education', fr. educdtus, pp. of educdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: education-al, adj., education-al-ly,

adv., educational-ism, n., education-al-ist, n.,

education-ist, n.

educator, n. — L., 'bringer up, rearer*, fr. edu-

cdtus, pp. of educdre. See educate and agential

suff. -or.

educe, tr. v., to infer, deduce; to separate from
a compound (chem.)— L. educere, 'to lead out,

bring out; to bring up, rear, raise'. See educate.

educible, adj. — See prec. word and -ibie.

educt, n., i) that which is educed; 2) something
separated from a compound (chem.) — L.

eductum, neut. pp. of eddcere. See educe.

eduction, n. — L. eductid, gen. -onis, 'a moving
out, going out', fr. eductus, pp. of eddcere. See
educe and -ion.

edulcorate, tr. v., to render sweet; to free from
acid. — ML. edulcordtus, pp. of edulcordre, 'to

render sweet', fr. e- and L. dulcor, 'sweetness',

from the stem of dulcis, 'sweet'. See dulcet and
verbal suff'. -ate.

Derivatives: edulcorat-ion, n., edulcorat-ive,

adj., edulcorat-or, n.

Edward, masc. PN. — OE. Eadweard, com-
pounded of ead, 'wealth, prosperity", and
weard, 'guardian'. For the first element see Ed-
gar, for the second see ward, 'one who guards'.

effective

Edwardian, adj., i) pertaining to Edward; 2) spe-
cif., pertaining to any of the Edwards, Kings of
England. — Formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-ian.

Edwin, masc. PN. — OE. Eadwine, compounded
of ead, 'wealth, prosperity', and wine, 'friend'.

For the first element see Edgar. The second ele-

ment is rel. to OE. wine, ON. vinr, 'friend', and
to OE. winnan, 'to strive, struggle, fight'; see

win and wish and cp. the first element in Win-
fred and the second element in Baldwin.

-ee, suff. formed fr. AF. (= F.) pp. suif. -e, fr.

L. -dtus. See adj. suff. -ate. The suff. is used esp.

in legal terminology. In sense, suff. -ee is cor-

relative to the agential suff. -or (cp. donor and
donee, advisor and advisee, etc.)

eel, n.— ME. ele, fr. OE. xl, rel. to ON. all, OS.,
OHG., MHG. al, G. Aal.

Derivative: eel-y, adj.

eelfare, n., the passage of young eels up a river.

— Compounded of eel and fare, 'passage,

journey'.

eelpout, n., i) any of a group of blennylike fishes;

2) the burbot. — OE. xlepdte. See eel and pout,

the fish.

e'en, adv. — Contraction of the adverb even.

e'en, n. — Contraction of the noun even.

-een, dimin. suff. of Irish origin as in dudeen. —
Ir. -In.

e'er, adv. — Contraction of ever.

-eer, agential suff. — Fr. -ier, fr. L. drius. Cp.
the subst. suffixes -ary, -er, -ier, -yer.

eerie, eery, adj., i) timid; 2) weird. — ME. eri,

'timid', fr. OE. earg, earh, xrg, 'inert, cowardly,

miserable', rel. to ON. argr (also metathesized

into ragr); 'unmanly, voluptuous', Dan. arrig,

arg, Swed. arg, 'malicious', OFris. erg, MDu.
arch, erch, Du. erg, 'bad', OHG. arag, arg,

MHG. arc, arg, 'cowardly, avaricious', G. arg,

'bad, wicked'. Finn, arka, 'cowardly', is a Teut.

loan word.

Derivatives: eeri-ly, adv., eeri-ness, n.

ef-, pref — Assimilated form of ist ex- before/.

efface, tr. v. — F. effacer, fr. OF. esfacier, 'to

wipe out, destroy', lit. 'to remove the face', fr.

es- (¥. e-), 'out', and VL. facia (for L. fades),

'face'. See e- and face and cp. deface.

Derivatives: efface-able, adj., efface-ment, n.

effect, n. — OF. effect (F. effet), fr. L. effectus,

'accomplishment, performance', fr. effectus, pp.
of efficere, 'to execute, accomplish, produce',

fr. 1st ex- z.Tidi facere (pp. factus), 'to make, do'.

See fact and cp. feckless. For the change of
Latin d (in factus) to e (in ef-fectus) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: effect, tr. v., effective (q.v.), effec-

tual (q.v.), effectuate (q.v.)

effective, adj. — F. effectif(itm. effective), fr. L.

effeclivus, 'productive, effective', fr. effectus, pp.
of efficere. See effect and -ive.

Derivatives: effective, n., effective-ly, adv.,

effective-ness, n.



effectual

effectual, adj. — F. effectual, fr. Late L. effec-

tualis, fr. L. effectus. See effect and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: effectual-ly, adv., effectual-ness, n.

effectuate, tr. v. — Formed on analogy of F.

effectuer fr. L. effectus. See effect and verbal

suff. -ate. Derivative: effectuat-ion, n.

effeminacy, n. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -cy.

effeminate, adj. — L. effeminatus, 'womanish,

effeminate', pp. of effemindre, 'to make woman-

ish, to enervate', formed fr. ist ex- and femina,

'woman'. See feminine and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: effeminate, n., effeminate-ly, adv.,

effeminate-ness, n.

effeminate, tr. and intr. v. — L. effeminatus, pp.

of effemindre. See prec. word and verbal suff.

-ate.

effendi, n., a Turkish title of respect; sir. —
Turk, efendi, 'master', fr. MGk. atp^xr) (read

afendi), voc. of a9evT7)(; (read afendis), fr. Gk.

auOsvTY)?, 'an absolute master or ruler'. See

authentic.

efferent, adj., conveying outward (physio!.)— L.

efferens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of efferre, 'to

carry out or away; to spread abroad', fr. ist

ex- and fene, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to

carry', and -ent and cp. afferent.

effervesce, intr. v., to give off bubbles of gas. —
L. effervescere, 'to boil over, effervesce, fer-

ment', fr. 1st ex- and fervescere, 'to begin to

boil, to bubble', inchoative of fervere, 'to be

hot'. See fervent and -esce.

effervescence, effervescency, n. — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

effervescent, adj. — L. effervescens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, oi effervescere. See effervesce and -ent.

effervescive, adj., tending to effervesce. — See

effervesce and -ive.

effete, adj., exhausted, worn out. — L. ef-

fetus, 'that has brought forth young; exhausted,

worn out', fr. ist ex- and/#/«5, 'that has brought

forth', fr. L. base *fe-, corresponding to I.-E.

*dhe(i)-, 'to suckle'. See fecund and cp. fetus.

Derivative: effete-ness, n.

efficacious, adj., effective. — Formed with suff.

-ous from L. efficax, gen. -dcis, 'powerful, effi-

cacious', fr. efficere, 'to execute, accomplish,

produce'. See effect.

Derivatives: efficacious-ly, adv., efficacious-

ness, n.

efficacy, n., effectiveness. — L. efficdcia, 'efficacy,

efficiency', fr. efficax, gen. efficdcis. See prec.

word and y- (representing L. -id).

efficiency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

efficient, adj. — F., fr. L. efficientem, ace. of ef-

ficiens, pres. part, of efficere, 'to execute, ac-

complish, produce'. See effect and -ent. For

the change of Latin d (in fdcere) to Y (in ef-

ftcere) see abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: efficient-ly, adv.

effigy, n., portrait, image. — F. effigie, fr. L.
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effigies, 'likeness, portrait, image', fr. effingere,

'to form, fashion; to portray', fr. ist ex- and

fingere, 'to shape, form'. See figure and cp.

words there referred to. Derivative : effigy, tr. v.

effloresce, intr. v., to come into flower. — L. ef-

florescere, 'to blossom, spring up', fr. 1st ex-

and florescere, 'to begin to blossom', fr. fids,

gen. fldris, 'flower'. See flower and cp. florescent.

efflorescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce. See florescence,

efflorescent, adj. — L. efflorescens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of efflorescere. See effloresce and -ent.

effluence, n., a flowing out. — Formed fr. effluent

with suff. -ce.

effluent, adj., flowing out. — L. effluens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of effiuere, 'to flow out', fr.

1st ex- and ftuere, 'to flow'. See fluent and cp.

affluent. Cp. also the next two words.

Derivative: effluent, n.

effluvium, n., exhalation, emanation. — L., 'a

flowing out, outlet', fr. effiuere, 'to flow out', fr.

1st ex- and fluere, 'to flow'. See fluent and cp.

effluent, efflux,

efflux, n., the process of flowing out. — L. ef-

fluxus, pp. of effiuere. See prec. word.

Derivative: efflux-ion, n.

effort, n. — F., fr. OF. esforz, back formation fr.

esforcier, esforcer, 'to force, reinforce' (whence

F. s'efforcer, 'to exert oneself), fr. VL. *ex-

fortidre, prop, 'to show strength', fr. ist ex- and

L. fortis, 'strong'. See fort and cp. sforzando.

Derivatives: effort-less, adj., effort-less-ly, adv.

effrontery, n. impudence. — F. effronterie, fr. ef-

fronte, 'shameless, bold', fr. VL. "effrontdtus, fr.

1st ex- and L. frons, gen. frontis, 'forehead,

brow; front'. See front and -ery.

effulge, tr. and intr. v., to shine forth. — L. ef-

fulgere, 'to shine forth', fr. ist ex- and fulgere,

'to shine'. See fulgent,

effulgence, n., radiance; brightness. — Formed

from next word with suff. -ce.

effulgent, adj., radiant; brilliant. — L. effulgens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of effulgere. See effulge.

Derivative: effulgent-ly, adv.

effuse, tr. and intr. v., i) to pour forth; 2) to

spread. — L. effUsus, pp. of effundere, 'to pour

forth, spread abroad', from ist ex- and fiindere,

'to pour forth, shed'. See fuse, 'to melt'.

Derivatives: effusion (q.v.), effus-ive, adj., effus-

ive-ly, adv., effus-ive-ness, n.

effuse, adj., 1) poured out; 2) spread out (said of

a flower). — L. effOsus, pp. of effundere. See

effuse, V.

effusion, n. — L. effHsid, gen. -onis, 'a pouring

forih; profusion', fr. effdsus, pp. of effundere.

See efliise, v., and -ion.

eft, n., a newt {archaic^ — ME. evete, efte, fr.

OE. efeta, 'lizard', a word of uncertain origin.

Cp. newt,

eft, adv., again (archaic). — ME., fr. OE. ar/r, eft,

'afterward, a second time, again', rel. to xftan,

'behind'. See aft.

503 eldo-

eftsoons, eftsoon, adv., forthwith, soon after-

ward (archaic). — ME. eftsone(s), fr. OE. eft-

sdna, which is compounded of eft (see prec.

word) and sorui, 'immediately'. See soon.

Egbert, masc. PN. — OE. Ecgbeorht, compoun-
ded of ecg, 'edge, sword', and beorht, 'bright'.

For the first element see edge, for the second

see bright.

egeran, n., a var. of vesuvianite (mineral.) —
Named after Eger (now Cheb) in Bohemia.

Egeria, n., a fountain nymph, adviser of Numa
Pompilius, the second king of Rome (Roman
mythol.) — L. Egeria, a name of Etruscan

origin.

egest, tr.v., to discharge from the body. — L.

egestus, pp. of egerere, 'to bring out, carry out',

fr. e- and gerere, 'to carry'. See gerent and words
there referred to and cp. esp. ingest.

Derivatives: egestion (q.v.), egest-ive, adj.

egestion, n. — L. egestid, gen. -dnis, 'a carrying

out', fr. egestus, pp. of egerere. See prec. word
and -ion.

egg, n. — ME. egg, egge, fr. ON. egg (Dan. seg,

Swed. dgg), rel. to OE. aig, ME. ei, Crimean
Goth, ada (for *addja), OS., MLG., MDu., Du.,

OHG., MHG., G. ei, and cogn. with OSlav.

oje, Jaje, ajice, ajice, 'egg', Russ. jajco, W. wy,

OCo. uy, Bret, ui. Arm.ju (gen. j'uoj), Gk. coov, L.

ovum, ofs.m. All these words prob. mean lit. 'that

which pertains to the bird', and are cogn. with

01. v{h, L. avis, 'bird'. Cp. the second element

in kidney. Cp. also augur, auspice, aviary, avia-

tion, 00-, oval, ovary, ovum, the first element in

ostrich and the second element in pettitoes.

Derivatives: egg, tr. v., egg-er, n., egg-ler, n.

egg, tr. v., to incite, urge on. — ME. eggen, fr.

ON. eggja, 'to goad on, incite', fr. egg, 'edge'.

See edge.

egger, n., one who incites. — Formed fr. egg, v.,

with agential suff. -er.

egger, n., one who collects eggs. — Formed fr.

egg, n., with agential suff. -er.

egger, n., any of various moths. — Prob. formed

fr. egg, n., with suff. -er.

eglantine, n., the sweetbrier. — F. eglantine, 'dog

rose' (the flower), fr. eglantier, 'dog rose' (the

bush), fr. OF. aiglent, 'dog rose' (the bush), fr.

fr. VL. *aquilentus, 'rich in prickles', irregularly

formed fr. L. aculeus, 'spine, prickle', dimin.

of acus, 'needle'. See acus and -ine (represent-

ing L. -ina).

eglestonite, n., a mercury oxychloride (mineral.)

— Named after the mineralogist Prof. Thomas
Egleston, of Columbia University in New York
(1832-1900). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

ego, n. — L., T, cogn. with OE. ic, T. See I,

personal pron.

egoism, n., self-interest; selfishness. — F. egols-

me, formed with suff. -isme fr. L. ego. See prec.

word and -ism.

egoist, n. — F. igolsle, formed with suff. -iste

fr. L. ego. See ego and -ist.

Derivatives: egoist-ic, egoist-ic-al, adjs., egoist-

ic-al-ly, adv.

egotism, n., i) excessive use of the pronoun I:

speaking much of oneself; 2) self-conceit. —
Formed fr. L. ego, T (see ego), with suff. -ism;

first used by the English poet Joseph Addison
(1672-1719). The intrusive t is due to the ana-

logy of nepotism, in which word the t is organic

(fr. L. nepos, gen. nepdtis, 'grandson').

egotist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: egotist-ic, egotist-ic-al, adjs., ego-

tist-ic-al-ly, adv.

egotize, intr. v., to exhibit egotism (rare). — See
egotism and -ize.

egregious, adj., i) orig. prominent, distinguished;

2) flagrant; infamous. — L. egregius, 'distin-

guished, excellent', lit. 'chosen out of a herd',

fr. e, 'out of, andgrex, gen. gregis, 'herd, flock'.

See gregarious and cp. aggregate. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives : e?re^(o«i-/y, adv., egregious-ness,n.

egress, n., i) the act of going out; 2) exit.— L.

egressus, 'a going out', fr. egressus, pp. of egredl,

'to go out, come forth, digress; to surpass, ex-

ceed', fr. e- and gradi, 'to step, walk, go'. See

grade, congress.

egression, n. — L. egressid, gen. -dnis, 'a going

out', fr. egressus, pp. of egredl. See prec. word
and -ion.

egret, n., any of various herons. — ME. egrete,

fr. F. aigrette, fr. OProvenp. aigreta, 'heron',

fr. aigron, of s.m., which is of Teut. origin. See

heron and cp. aigrette.

Egretta, n., a genus of herons (ornithol.) —
ModL. See prec. word.

egueiite, n., a hydrous iron phosphate containing

calcium and aluminum (mineral.) — Named
after Eguei, in French Sudan. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

Egyptian, adj. — F. egyptien, fr. Sgypte, fr. Gk.

AtYUTTTo?, 'the river Nile; Egypt', fr. Amama
Hikuptah, corresponding to Egyptian Ha(t)-ka'

ptah, one of the names of Memphis, the an-

cient city of Egypt. Cp. Copt. Cp. also gitano,

gypsy.

Egyptology, n., the study of Egyptian antiquities.

— Compounded of Gk. AiyuKTOi;, 'Egypt', and

-Xoyidt, fr. -Xhyoc,, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See Egypt and -logy. Derivative : Egyptolog-ist, n.

eh, interj. — Imitative. Cp. F. eh, G. ei,

eider, n., duck of the genus Somateria. — Fr.

Icel. sedar (pron. aiddr), gen. oisdr, whence also

OSwed. eider (Swed. ejder), Du. eider, G. Eider.

eidetic, adj., pertaining to the faculty of project-

ing images; vivid (psychol.) — G. eidetisch,

coined by the German psychologist Erich

Jaensch (1883-1940) fr. Gk. sIStjtixo?, 'pertain-

ing to images, pertaining to knowledge', fr.

el8T)cru;, 'knowledge', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'.

See eido- and -ic

eido-, combining form meaning 'image, figure'.



eidograph 50^ 505 elate

— Gk. eiSo-, fr. sISo?, 'form, shape', which

stands for *fcTSo? and lit. means 'that which
is seen', from the stem of iSsiv, 'to see'. See

idea and words there referred to and cp. esp.

kaleidophone, kaleidoscope.

eidograph, n., an instrument for the copying of

drawings on the same or on a larger or smaller

scale.— Compounded ofeido- and Gk. -ypacpoi;,

fr. Ypotipeiv, 'to write'. See -graph.

eidolon, n., a phantom. — Gk. etStoXov, 'image,

phantom'. See idol.

eight, adj. and n. — ME. eighte, eihte, fr. OE.
eahta, rel. to OS. ahto, ON. dtta, Swed. dtta,

Dan. one, OFris. ahta, Du. acht, OHG. ahto,

MHG. ahte, G. acht, Goth, ahtau, 'eight', and

cogn. with OI. affi, a^tdu, Avestic ashta, Toch.

A okdt, B okt. Arm. ut' (for *opto), Gk. ox™,
Alb. tete (for *oktd-t), L. odd, OSlav. osmi (re-

fashioned after the ordinal number osmu, 'the

eighth'), Lith. astuoni, Olr. ocht n-, W. wyth,

Bret, eiz, 'eight'. All these words prob. derive fr.

I.-E. *okto(u), an old dual form, orig. meaning

'twice four' (Tetradic system of reckoning!).

The Tc in Elian Gk. otctw, and the form of

Arm. «/' (for *opt6-) is due to the analogy of

I.-E. *septm- (whence Gk. eTrra, etc.), 'seven'.

Cp. also Rum. opt, 'eight' (fr. L. octo), influen-

ced in form by ^apte, 'seven'. The n in Olr.

ocht n- is due to the analogy of secht n-, 'seven'.

Cp. octa-, octant, octave, octet, octillion, octo-,

October, octopus, octoroon, octuple, utas.

eighteen, adj. and n. — ME. eightetene, eightene,

eihtene, fr. OE. eahtatyne, eahtatene, fr. eahta,

'eight', and -tyne, -tine, '-teen' (see eight and

-teen); rel. to OS. ahtotian, Du. achttien, OHG.
ahtozehan, MHG. ahtzehen, G. achtzehn, ON.
attjdn, atjdn, Swed. adertdn, Dan. atten, 'eigh-

teen'.

eighteenth, adj. and n. — Formed fr. eighteen

with numeral sufT. -th on analogy of tenth. Cp.

OE. eahtateoda, which was formed fr. eahtatyne,

'eighteen', after teoda, 'tenth'; see tithe. Cp. also

ON. dttjdndi, dtjdndi, 'eighteenth'.

eighth, adj. and n. — ME. eightethe, eihtithe, fr.

OE. eahtoda, rel. to OS., OHG. ahtodo, OFris.

achta, MHG. ahtode, ahtede, ahte, G. achte,

Goth, ahluda, ON. dtti, 'eighth'. See eight and
numeral suff. -th. Derivative : eighth-ly, adv.

eightieth, adj. and n. — Formed fr. eighty with

numeral suff. -th on the analogy of tenth.

eighty, adj. and n. — ME. eigteti, fr. OE. (hund)-

eahtatig, rel. to OHG. ahtozug, G. achtzig,

'eighty'. See hundred, eight and -ty, suff. denoting

multiples of ten.

eikon, n. — See icon.

Eileen, fem. PN. — A name of Celtic origin (cp.

Ir. Eibhtin); influenced in form by the name
Helen.

Einsteinian, adj., pertaining to the Jewish physi-

cist Albert Einstein (1S79-19SS) or his theory

of relativity. For the ending see -ian.

einsteinium, n., a radioactive element produced

espec. by bombardment of plutonium with

neutrons (chem.)— ModL., named after Albert

Einstein. See prec. word and chem. suff. -ium.

eirenicon, n. — See irenicon.

eisel, eisell, n., vinegar (archaic). — OF. aissil,

aisil, fr. VL. acetulum, dimin. of L. acetum,

'vinegar'. See acetum.

eisteddfod, n., annual assembly of Welsh bards.

— W., 'session', fr. eistedd, 'to sit' (fr. sedd,

'seat'), and bod, 'to be'. The first element is

cogn. with L. sedere, 'to sit' ; see sedentary. The
second element is rel. to Olr. buith, 'to be',

and cogn. with OE. bSon, 'to be'; see be.

either, adj., pron., conj. and adv. — ME. aither,

either, fr. OE. xghwxder, xgder, 'each of two,

both', for *a-gi-hwseder, which is formed fr. a,

'ever', pref. gi- {iov ge-) and hwxder, 'whether'.

See aye, 'ever', pref. y- and whether and cp.

neither. Cp. also Du. ieder, OHG. eogiwedar,

iowedar, MHG. iegeweder, ieweder, ieder, G.

jeder, 'either, each, every'.

ejaculate, tr. v., to exclaim. — L. ejaculdtus, pp.

of ejaculdri, 'to throw out, shoot out', fr. e- and

j'aculdri, 'to throw, hurl, cast', U.jacutum, 'dart,

javelin', from the stem oijacere, 'to throw'. See

jet, 'to spirt forth'.

Derivatives; ejaculat-ion, n., ejaculat-ory, adj.

eject, tr. v. — L. ejectus, pp. of eicere (less cor-

rectly ejicere), 'to throw out, cast out', fr. e-

and jacere, 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth'.

For the change of Latin a (in jdctus) to e (in

e-jectus) see accent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: eject, n. (q.v.), ejection (q.\.),eject-

ive, adj., ejective-ly, adv., eject-ment, n., eject-

or, n.

eject, n., representation of another's mind as a

copy of one's own (psychol.) — L. 'something

thrown out', fr. L. ejectus, pp. of eicere. See

eject, v.

ejectamenta, n. pi., things thrown out from a

volcano in eruption. — L., 'things thrown out',

neut. pi. of ejectus, pp. of eicere. See eject, v.

ejection, n. — L. ejectid, gen. -dnis, 'a throwing

out', fr. ejectus, pp. of eicere. See eject, v., and

-ion.

eka-, combining form used in chemistry to de-

note next in order (said of a chemical element).

— 01. ikah, 'one', rel. to Avestic aeva-, OPers.

aiva-, and cogn. with Cypr. Gk. olFaq, Gk. oToi;,

'alone', fr. I.-E. *oi-wos-, 'one' ; cp.—with suff.

-nos—Gk. olv6i;, oivt), 'the ace (on dice)', L.

unus, 'one', OE. an, 'one'. See one and cp. unl-.

eke, adv., also (arch.) — ME. ec, eke, fr. OE.

eac, rel. to OS., ODu. ok, ON., Goth, auk,

OFris. dk, OHG. ouh, MHG. ouch, G. auch,

'also', and to the verb eke (q.v.)

eke, tr. v., to increase. — ME. eken, fr. OE.
eacian, ecan, lecan, 'to increase', rel. to OS.
dkian, ON. auka, OFris. oka, OHG. ouhhdn,

Goth, aitkan, fr. I.-E. base *aweg-, *aug-, 'to

grow, increase*, whence also L. augere, 'to in-

crease'. See auction and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also eke, adv. and ekename.

ekebergite, n., a variety of wernerite (mineral.) —
Named after the Swedish traveler A.G.Eke-
berg, who analyzed it. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

ekename, n., a nickname (obsol.)— Compounded
of eke, v., and name. Cp. nickname.

El, n., Hebrew name for God. — Heb. El, 'God',

of uncertain etymology; possibly related to el,

'strong' (cp. e.g. Gen. 31; 29 yesh l^Sl yddt, 'it

is in my power'). Cp. Elohim. Cp. also the first

element in the PN.s Eleazar, Eliezer, Elihu,

Elgah, Elishah, Elizabeth, and the second ele-

ment in Babel, bethel and in the PN.s Daniel,

Emmanuel, Ezekiel, Gabriel, Gamaliel, Ishmael,

Israel, Joel, Michael, Nathaniel, Raphael,

Samuel.

-el, suff., as in hovel. — OE. -el, -ela, -ele. Cp.

-le, suff. representing OE. -el, -ela, -ele.

-el, dimin. suff. of French origin. — i) OF. -el

(F. -eau), fr. L. -etlus (as in tunnel); OF. -ele,

-elle (F. -elle), fr. L. -ella (as in chapel). See -le,

suff. of French origin.

-el, suff. representing OF., F. -el, fr. L. -alls, as

in vowel (fr. L. vocdlis). Cp. adj. suff. -al.

elaborate, adj., worked out in detail. — L. ela-

bordtus, pp. of elabdrdre, 'to exert oneself, lit.

'to work out', fr. e- and labordre, 'to work'. See

labor, v., and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: elaborate-ly, adv. ,elaborate-ness,n.

elaborate, tr. v., to work out in detail. — L. ela-

bdrdtus, pp. of elabdrdre. See elaborate, adj.

Derivatives: elaborat-ive, adj., elaborat-or, n.

elaboration, n. — L. elabdrdtid, gen. -dnis, 'per-

severing labor', fr. elabdrdtus, pp. of elabdrdre.

See elaborate, adj., and -ion.

Elaeagnaceae, n. pi., the oleaster family (hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Eleagnus with suff. -aceae.

elaeagnaceous,adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

Elaeagnus, a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. IXatayvo;, name of a Boeotian plant, com-
pounded of eXaia, 'olive tree', and &y^0(;, 'the

agnus castus'. See elaio- and agnus castas.

Elaeis, n., a genus of palms (bot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. IXata, 'olive tree'. See elaio-.

elaeo-, latinized form of elaio-.

elaio-, combining form meaning 'olive oil'. —
Fr. Gk. sXatov, 'olive oil, oil', for *IXai,^ov, rel.

to eXata (for *eXaL-a), 'olive tree'; prob. of

Cretan origin. See oil and cp. olive. Cp. also the

second element in Thymelaeaceae.

elan, n., impetuosity, vigor.— F., 'spring, bound,

impetus', fr. earlier elans, fr. elancer, 'to throw',

fr. e- (for earlier es-, fr. L. ex, 'out of) and ML.
lancedre, 'to throw', orig. 'to throw a lance',

fr. L. lancea, 'lance'. See ist ex- and lance and
cp. launch, v.

elance, tr. and intr. v., to throw; to lance (poetic).

— F. elancer. See prec. word.

eland, n., a large S. African antelope. — S. Afr.

Du. eland, 'elk, eland', fr. Du. eland, 'elk', fr.

early G. elend, elen (= G. Elentier), fr. Lith.

elnis, 'hind ; elk', fr. OLith. ellenis, which is rel.

to OSlav. jeleni, 'stag, hart', lani (for *olnia),

'hind', and cogn. with W. elain, 'hind', Arm. ein,

of s.m., Gk. tXK6<; (for *4Xv6?), 'young deer,

fawn', and possibly also with Toch. A ydl,

'antelope, gazelle'. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. base *eln-, -n-enlargement of base *el-,

'brown'. A -^-enlargement of the same base

appears in elk (q.v.) See also lamb and cp. next

word. Cp. also elaphine.

Elaphebolion, n., name of the 9th month of the

Attic Greek calendar (corresponding to the

second half of March and first half of April). —
Gk. 'EXa9r)PoXicov, lit. 'month in which the Ela-

phebolia were held', fr. 'EXayirjPtSXia (scil. tepa),

lit. 'feast of the shooting of deer', fr. ^XatpTjPoXo?,

'shooting deer', a compound of sXaipo?, 'deer',

and -poXoq, 'throwing, shooting', which stands

in gradational relationship to |3aXXEiv,'to throw'.

See next word and ballistic.

elaphine, adj., pertaining to the red deer. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ine fr. Gk. Bjt<^oz,

'deer', which stands for *el-i}-bhos and is rel.

to iXXo?, 'young deer, fawn'. See eland, the first

element in next word and the second element in

Boselaphus, tragelaphus.

Elaphodus, n., a genus of small deer in China

(zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ^XatpcoSr);, 'deerlike',

formed fr. eXatpo;, 'deer', with suff. -coSt)?, 'like'.

See elaphine and -ode, 'like'.

Elapinae, n. pi., a sub-family of venomous snakes

(zool.) — ModL., formed with suff. -inae fr.

ModL. Elaps, the type genus, fr. Gk. gXotjj, a

var. of IXXoi}!. See ellops and cp. elops.

elapse, intr. v., to pass (said of time). — L. elap-

sus, pp. of elabl, 'to slip away, glide away, pass,

disappear', fr. e- and labi, 'to slide, glide'. See

lapse.

elasmo-, combining form meaning 'lamelliform'.

— Gk. £Xa(i|jio-, fr. k\a.a\i6c„ 'a metal plate', fr.

£Xav, 'to drive, strike'. See next word and cp.

the second element in xanthelasma.

elastic, adj., springy. — ModL. elasticus, fr. Gk.
^XocCTTixoi;, fr. 4Xav, 'to drive', strike', which is

rel. to iXaiiveiv, of s.m., and to ^X&ov, 'I came,

arrived' (used as the aor. of lpxo|i.ai, 'I come,

arrive'), and possibly cogn. with Arm. elanem,

'I go forth'. Cp. elasmo-, elater, elaterium and
the second element in Oestrelata and xenelasia.

Derivatives: elastic, n., elastic-ion, n., elast-ic-

ity, n., elast-ic-ize, tr. v., elast-ic-iz-er, n.

elastin, n., an albuminoid forming the basic con-

stituent of elastic tissue (biochem.)— See prec.

word and chem. suff. -in.

elastometer, n., an instrument for measuring

elasticity. — See elastic and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

elate, tr. v., to uplift. — L. eldtus, 'uplifted, ex-

ahed' (used as pp. of efferre, 'to bring out, carry

out; to raise, lift up'), fr. e- and Idtus (used as

pp. of ferre, 'to bear, cany'), which stands for
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*tldtos, fr. *//-, zero degree of I.-E. base *tel-,

*tol-, 'to bear, carry', whence L. totlere, 'to lift

up, raise', tolerare, 'to bear, support'. See toler-

ate and cp. collate and words there referred to.

Derivatives: elat-ed, adj., elat-ed-ly, adv., elat-

ed-ness, n.

elate, adj., elated. — L. elatus. See prec. word.
elater, n., an elastic filament serving to disperse

the ripe spores {bot.) — Gk. iXa-rijp, 'driver',

fr. kXoM, 'to drive'. See elastic.

elaterite, n., an elastic bitumen {mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. IXa-r^p,

'driver' (see prec. word); so called because of

its elasticity.

elaterlum, n., a purgative substance obtained

from the squirting cucumber. — L., fr. Gk.
iXa-rrjpiov, 'squirting cucumber; drug prepared

from the squirting cucumber', prop. neut. of

the adjective IXa-r/jpio?, 'driving', used as a noun,

fr. 4Xav, 'to drive'. See elastic and cp. elater.

Elatinaceae, n. pi., the waterwort family {bot.)—
Formed fr. next word with suff. -aceae.

elatinaceous, adj. — See prec, word and -aceous.

Elatine, n., a genus of plants, the waterwort {bot.)

— L. elatine, name of a plant, fr. Gk. iXaTtvr),

prop. fem. of IXaxivoi;, 'pertaining to the fir',

used as a noun, fr. IXi-rr], 'fir', which prob.

stands for *el-t}-td and is cogn. with Arm. elevin,

cedar', Russ. jdlovec, 'gin'.

elation, n., elatedness. — L. eldtio, gen. -onis, 'a

lifting up; transport, passion; exaltation', fr.

elatus, 'uplifted, exalted'. See elate and -ion.

elbow, n. — Prop, 'bend of the ell' ; ME. elbowe,

fr. OE. elnboga, 'elbow', rel. to ON. olnbogi,

MDu. ellenbdghe, Du. elleboog, OHG. elinbogo,

ellinbogo, MHG. ellenboge, G. EUenbogen, Ell-

bogen. See ell and bow, 'anything bent'.

Derivatives: elbow, tr. v., elbow-ed, adj., elbow-

er, n., elbow-y, adj.

elchee, n., an ambassador. — Turk, ilchi, prop,

'representative of a tribe', fr. il, 'tribe'.

eW, n., old age {archaic.) — ME. elde, fr. OE.
yldo, eldo, 'old age', fr. aid, eald, 'old'. Cp.
OHG. alti, elti, ON. elli, 'old age', and see old.

elder, n., a shrub or a tree of the genus Sambucus.
— ME. eldre, eller, ellerne, fr. OE. ellern, ellen,

rel. to OS. elora, MLG. elre, aire, OHG. elira

(whence G. Eller), erila (whence G. Erie), and
to E. alder and elm (q.v.)

elder, adj., older; n., an older person. — ME.
elder, fr. OE. eldra (fem. and neut. eldre), com-
par. of aid, eald, 'old'. See old.

Derivatives : elder-ly, adj., elder-li-ness, n., elder-

ship, n.

eldest, adj. — ME. eldest, fr. OE. eldest{a), iel-

dest{a), superl. oiald, eald, 'old'. See old and -est.

El Dorado, an imaginary country or city abound-
ing in gold. — Sp. el dorado {pais), lit. 'the

gilded land', fr. el, masc. def. article (fr. L. ille,

'that'), and dorado, pp. of dorar, 'to gild', fr. L.

deaurdre, 'to gild'. See ille and dorado.

Eldnd, masc. PN. — OE. EaldrSd, Ut. 'great in
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counsel', fr. eald, 'old; great', and rsed, 'counsel'.

See old and read.

eldritch, adj., uncanny. — A collateral form of
Scot, elphrish, which prob. derives fr. elph, 'elf.

See elf.

Eleanor, Elinor, fem. PN.— OF. Elienor, Alienor,

fr. OProvenf. Alienor, a var. of Leonore (q.v.)

Cp. Ella.

Eleatic, adj., pertaining to the philosophers Xeno-
phanes, Parmenides and Zeno, who lived in

Elea. — L. Eledticus, fr. Elea, fr. Gk. 'EXsa,

name of an ancient Greek colony in Italy (now
called Velia). For the ending see suff. -ic.

Eleazar i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, Aaron's
son and successor as high priest. — Late L.,

fr. Gk. 'EXea^ap, 'EXsa^apoi;, fr. Heb. El'dzdr,

lit. 'God has helped'. For the first element see

El, for the second see Ebenezer. Cp. Lazarus.

elecampane, n., name of a plant. — OF. enule

campane, fr. ML. enula campdna. The first word
derives fr. L. inula, 'elecampane'; see Inula.

The second word is prob. a later form for L.

campdnea, fem of campdneus, 'pertaining to the

field', fr. campus, 'field'; see camp.
elect, tr. and intr. v. — L. electus, pp. of eligere,

'to pick out, choose', fr. e- and legere, 'to gather,

collect, pick out, choose, read'. See lecture and
words there referred to and cp. esp. elegant.

elect, adj. — L. electus, pp. of eligere. See elect, v.

Derivative: elect, n.

election, n. — OF. (P. election), fr. L. electidnem,

ace. of electio, 'choice, selection', fr. electus, pp.
of eligere. See elect, v., and -ion.

Derivatives: election-ary, adj., electioneer (q.v.)

electioneer, intr. v., to work for the success of a

candidate in an election. — Coined fr. election

by the British statesman Edmund Burke (1729-

97). For the ending see suff. -eer.

Derivatives: electioneer, n., electioneer-er, n.,

electioneer-ing, n.

elective, adj. — F. electif (fem. elective), fr. L.

electus, pp. of eligere. See elect, v., and -ive.

Derivatives: elective-ly, adv., elective-ness, n.,

electiv-ity, n.

elector, n. — L. elector, 'chooser, selecter', fr.

electus, pp. of eligere. See elect, v., and agential

suff. -or. Derivatives : elector-al, elector-ial, adjs.,

elector-ate, n.

Electra, n., daughter of Agamemnon {Greek

mythol.) — L. Electra, fr. Gk. 'HX^TpS, which
lit. means 'shining, brilliant', and is rel. to

TjXixTwp, 'the beaming sun'. See electric.

electress, n. — See elector and -ess.

electric, adj. — ModL. electricus, lit. 'resembling

amber' ; coined by the English physicist William

Gilbert (1540-1603) in 1600 to denote sub-

stances which share the quaUty of amber (inas-

much as they attract other substances when
rubbed), fr. L. electrum, 'amber', fr. Gk. fjXex-

Tpov, of s.m., which is rel. to :!)>ixT«p, 'the

beaming sun', and possibly cogn. with OI. ulkA
'firebrand, meteor'. Cp. EHectra.
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Derivatives: electric, n., electric-al, adj., electric-

al-ly, adv., electric-ian, n., electric-ity, n., elec-

tri-fy, tr. v., electri-fi-er, n., electri-fic-ation, n.,

electr-ize, tr. v., electr-iz-ation, n., electr-iz-er, n.

electricity, n. — Formed fr. electric with suff.

-ity; first used by the English physician Sir

Thomas Browne (1605-1682) in 1646.

electro-, combining form meaning 'electric; elec-

tricity'. — Fr. Gk. T^XEXTpov, 'amber'. See

electric.

electrocute, tr. v. — Formed fr. electro- on ana-

logy of execute, the ending of which was mis-

taken for a suff. Derivative: electrocut-ion, n.

electrode, n., a conductor by which an electric

current enters or leaves another medium {phys.)

— Coined by the English physicist and chemist

Michael Faraday (1791-1867) fr. electro- and

Gk. 6S61;, 'way'. See odograph and cp. anode

and cathode.

electrolier, n., a support for electric lamps, re-

sembling a chandelier. — Formed fr. electric

on analogy of chande-lier. Cp. gaselier.

electrolysis, n., decomposition by electricity (p/i>'i.

and chem.)— Compounded of electro- and Gk.

Xucjii;, 'a loosing, loosening, setting free ; disso-

lution', fr. Xiiciv, 'to loose, loosen, set free; to

dissolve'. See -lysis. The word electrolysis was

introduced by Faraday (see electrode) at the

suggestion of Rev. William Whewell.

electrolyte, n., substance decomposed by elec-

trolysis. — Compounded of electro- and -lyte.

Like the preceding word, this one was also in-

troduced by Faraday at the suggestion of Wil-

liam Whewell.

Derivatives: electrolyt-ic, electrolyt-ic-al, adjs.,

electrolylic-al-ly, adv.

electrolyze, tr. v., to decompose by electricity. —
Back formation fr. electrolysis.

Derivatives: electrolyz-ation, n., electrolyz-er, n.

electromotion, n., motion by electricity. — A
hybrid coined fr. electro- and motion (fr. L.

motio).

electromotive, adj., pertaining to electromotion.

— See prec. word and -ive.

electron, n., i) electrum; 2) unit of negative elec-

tricity. — ModL., fr. Gk. r,XEXTpov, 'amber'.

See electric and cp. next word.

electrum, n., an alloy of gold and silver. — L.

electrum, 'amber', fr. Gk. i-XE>cTpov. See electron.

electuary, n., a medicine formed into a pasty mass

by a combination with honey or sirup. — Late

L. electudrium, fr. Gk. bcXctxTov, neut. verbal

adj. of exXeixetv, 'to lick out', fr. ex (see ec-) and

Xetyeiv, 'to lick'. See lick and subst. suff. -ary.

eleemosynary, adj., 1) charitable; 2) dependent

on charity. — ML. eleemosyndrium, fr. L. elee-

mosyna, 'alms', fr. Gk. 4Xnf)(xo(TuvTi, 'pity, mer-

cy'. See alms.

Derivatives: eleemosynary, n., eleemosynari-ly,

adv., eteemosynari-ness, n.

elegance, n. — F. elegance, fr. L. clegantia, fr.

elegdns, gen. -antis. See elegant and -ce.

elegancy, n. — See prec. word and -cy.

elegant, adj. — F. elegant, fr. L. elegantem, ace.

of elegdns, 'choice, tasteful, elegant', a collateral

form of eligens, pres. part, of eligere, 'to choose,

pick out'. See elect, v., and -ant.

elegiac, adj., i) pertaining to the elegiac meter;

2) used for elegies; 3) mournful, — Late L. ele-

giacus, fr. Gk. eXsYsiaxo?, 'elegiac', fr. eXEysta.

See elegy.

elegize, tr. v., to lament in an elegy; intr. v., to

compose an elegy. — See next word and -ize.

elegy, n.— F. elegie, fr. L. elegia, fr. Gk. sXeyeiS,

'elegy', which is short for ^Xsysia i'^'h, 'an ele-

giac song', eXsyeta being the fem. of sXeyeioi;,

'elegiac', fr.^eyo?, 'song of lament', which is

prob. of Phrygian origin. Cp. elogium.

element, n. — OF (F. element), fr. L. elementum,

'first principle, element'. Of the many etymo-

logies suggested, the most probable is that

which derives the word elementum fr. *elepan-

tum, 'ivory letter', an ancient Latin loan word

fr. Gk. IXlcpavTa, ace. of kXi<if5.c„ 'elephant;

ivory'. The change of *elepantum to elementum

is prob. due to Etruscan influence. See elephant.

Derivatives: element-al, adj. and n., element-ary,

adj., element-ari-ly, adv., element-ari-ness, n.

elemi, n., a fragrant raisin.— Sp. elemi, fr. VArab.

elemi, corresponding to Arab, al-ldmi.

elenchus, n., a refutation. — L., fr. Gk. Bsj/oq

(masc), 'disproof, argument by refutation',

which is rel. to SXsyxo; (neut.), 'blame, disgrace',

IX^y/eiv, 'to disprove; to disgrace', and possibly

cogn. with Lett, langdt, 'to disgrace, abuse'. Cp.

next word.

elenctic, adj., serving to disprove. — Gk. IXeyx-

Tixo?, 'fond of cross-questioning, critical', fr.

^X£yx£!.v. See prec. word and -ic.

Eleocharis, n., a genus of plants, the spike rush

(bot.) — ModL., lit. 'delight of the marsh',

compounded of Gk. eXo?, 'marsh', and x^^pi?.

'grace, delight'. The first element is cogn. with

01. sdras-, 'pond'. For the second element see

Charis.

elephant, n. — ME. elifaunl, olifaunt, fr. OF. oli-

font (F. elephant), fr. L. elephantus, fr. Gk.

iXi'jfic, (gen. -avToi;). The first element of Gk.

£X-etpa(; appears also in Hamitic e/u, 'elephant',

whence prob. Pers. p-il, Arab, ph-il, Mishnaic

Heb. p-il, of s.m. The second element is an

Egyptian loan word. Cp. MEgypt. yb, 'ele-

phant', whence Yebu (Heb. Yebh), original

name of the island Elephantine; cp. also the

second element in Heb. shen-habbim, 'ivory',

lit. 'tooth of the elephant', and OI. tbhah, 'ele-

phant*. See ivory and cp. Ebuma. Cp. also

element.

Derivatives: elephantiac (q.v.), elephantiasis

(q.v.), etephant-ic, adj., elephantine (q.v.), ele-

phant-oid, elephant-ous, adjs.

elephantiac, adj., one who has elephantiasis.— L.

elephantiacus, rel. to elephantiasis. See next

word.
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elephantiasis, n., a chronic disease of the skin
characterized by the thiclcening of certain parts

of the body, esp. the legs. — L., fr. Glc. 4Xe-

(pavTiatCTi?, fr. iXitfiq, gen. -avTo?, 'elephant'.

See elephant and -iasis. According to Aretaeus
iXerfamaaK; prop, means 'disease characterized

by a skin resembling that of an elephant'.

elephantine, adj., i) of an elephant; 2) like an
elephant, clumsy. — L. elephantinus, 'pertain-

ing to the elephant', fr. elephantus, 'elephant',

cp. Gk. JXecpavrtvoq, 'of ivory', fr. eXiipa?, gen.

-avTo?, 'elephant'. See elephant and -ine (re-

presenting Gk. -Ivo?).

Elephantopus, n., a genus of plants {hot) —
ModL., lit. 'the elephant's foot', compounded
of Gk. ^X^fpai;, gen. -avro;, 'elephant', and ttou?,

'foot'. See elephant and -pod.

Elephas, n., the genus of elephants. — L. ele-

phds, a secondary form of elephantus, fr. Gk.
cXetpa?. See elephant.

Eleusine, n., a genus of grasses, the goose grass,

the yard grass (hot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. 'EXeuat?,

gen. -wo.;, 'the town of the cult of Demeter'.
See next word.

Eleusinian, adj., pertaining to Eleusis.— Formed
with suff. -an fr. L. Eleusinius, fr. Gk. 'EXeu-

atvioz, 'pertaining to Eleusis', fr.'EXeuafi;, gen.

-iwQ, town of the cuh of Demeter, the goddess
of harvests. Cp. prec. word.

eleuther-, form of eleuthero- before a vowel.

eleutherarch, n., chief of an (imaginary) society

(lit. 'chief of the free'). — Compounded of
eleuthero- and Gk. -apx^j?, 'leader of. See
-arch.

Eleutherian, adj., delivering (epithet of Zeus). —
Formed with suff. -an fr. Gk. eXsu^^^ptoq, 're-

leaser, deliverer', fr. iXtd&zpoq, 'free'. See
eleuthero-.

eleuthero-, before a vowel eleuther-, combining
form meaning 'free'. — Gk. IXEu&epo-, iloj-

^Ep-, fr. ^X£ij-&Epoi;, 'free', fr. I.-E. base *!eu-

dheros, whence also L. liber, 'free'. This base
derives fr. base *leudho-, *leudhi-, 'people';

accordingly Gk. ^XeuS^cpoi; and L. liber orig.

meant 'belonging to the people', hence 'of legal

descent'. Sec liberal and cp. words there re-

ferred to,

eleutheromania, n., a frantic zeal for freedom. —
Compounded of eleuthero- and mania.

Derivative: eleutheromant-ac, adj.

eleutheropetalous, adj., having free petals {bot.)—
Compounded of eleuthero- and -petalous.

eleutherophyllous, adj., having free leaves (bot.)

— Compounded of eleuthero- and -phyllous.

eleutherosepalous, adj., having free sepals {bot.)

— Compounded of eleuthero- and -sepalous.

elevate, tr. v., to raise. — L. elevatus, pp. of ele-

vare, 'to raise, lift; to lighten, alleviate', fr. e-

and levdre, 'to lighten, alleviate; to raise, lift',

fr. levis, 'light'. See lever and verbal suff. -ate

and cp. Levant, alevin, alleviate.

Derivatives: elevat-ed, adj., elevat-ed-ly, adv..
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elevat-ed-ness, n., elevation (q.v.), elevator (q.v.),

elevat-ory, adj.

elevation, n. — F. elevation, fr. L. elevdtionem,

ace. of elevatio, 'a raising, lifting', fr. elevatus,

pp. of elevdre. See prec. word and -ion.

elevator, n. — Late L. elevator, 'one who raises

or lifts', fr. L. elevatus, pp. of elevdre. See ele-

vate and agential suff. -or.

eleven, adj. and n. — ME. elevyn, enleven, fr. OE.
endleofan, endlufon, endlyfon, rel. to OS. elle-

Van, ON. ellifu, Dan. elve, Swed. elva, OFris.
andlova, elleva, Du. elf, OHG. einlif, MHG.
einlif, eilif, eilf, G. eilf, later elf, Goth, ainlif

These words are formed fr. Teut. *ain-, 'one',

and I.-E. base *%"-, 'to be left over", whence
also Gk. XeiTTEiv, 'to leave behind, leave', L.

linquere, of s.m. Accordingly eleven prop,
means 'one left over (after ten)'; cp. Lith.

vienudlika, 'eleven' (lit. 'one left over'), dvylika,

'twelve' (lit. 'two left over'). For the first ele-

ment see one, for the second see loan. Cp. twelve,

eleventh, adj. and n. — Formed fr. eleven with
numeral suff. -th on analogy o^fourth. Cp. OE.
endleofta, endlyfia, which is rel. to OS. ellifto,

ON. ellifti, Dan. elvte, OFris. andlofta, ellefta,

Du. elfde, OHG. einlifto, MHG. eilifte, eilfte,

G. elfte, 'eleventh'.

elf, n.— OE. W/, ylf rel. to ON. alfr, OS., MLG.
alf, MHG., G. alp, 'incubus'. The connection
of these Teut. words with L. albus, 'white', is

due to folk etymology. See alp, 'a demon', and
and cp. Alfred, Aubrey, eldritch, oaf, Oberon,
Oliver. Cp. also the first element in erlking.

Derivatives: elfin (q.v.), elfish, adj., elf-ish-ly,

adv., elfish-ness, n., elf-kin, n.

elfin, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, elves; n.,

I) an elf; 2) a child. — Coined by Spenser fr.

prec. word. For the ending see adj. suff. -in.

Eli, i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, a high priest

of Israel and teacher of Samuel. — Heb. 'Elf,

lit. 'high', from the base of 'a/tJ*, 'he went up,
ascended', which is rel. to Aram. — Syr. 'alt,

Ugar. 'Ay, Arab, 'aid, Akkad. elU, 'he went up,
ascended', Heb., Aram, 'al, Arab, aid, 'on,

upon'. See aliyah and cp. Alenu.

Elias, masc. PN. — Gk. 'EXta;, fr. Heb, Eliyd''.

See Elijah,

elicit, tr. v., to draw forth, provoke. — L. elicitus,

pp. of elicere, 'to draw forth, elicit', fr. e- and
lacere, 'to entice, allure', which is rel. to laqueus,

'a noose, snare', deliciae, 'delight, charm'. See
lace and cp. delicious, delight. For the change
of Latin d (in tdcere) to i (in e-licere) see abigeat

and cp. words there referred to.

elide, tr. v., to leave out. — L. elidere, 'to strike

out', fr. e- and laedere, 'to hurt, injure'. See
lesion. For the change of Latin ae (in laedere)

to i (in e-lidere) see acquire and words there

referred to and cp. esp. collide.

eligibility, n.— Formed fr. eligible with suff. -ity.

Cp. F. eligibilite.

eligible, n. — F. eligible, fr. L. eligere, 'to pick
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out, choose', fr. e- and legere, 'to gather, col-

lect, pick out, choose; to read'. See lecture and
-ible and cp. elect, v. For the change of Lati 1

e (in legere) to i (in e-ligere), see abstinent and
cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: eligibility (q.v.), eligible-ness, n.,

eligibl-y, adv.

Elihu, i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, the name of
several personages, amongst whom the most
famous is found in the Book of Job (see chap-
ters 32-37); he is the youngest of the four men
who visited Job. — Heb. Ellho, lit. 'He is my
God'. For the first element see El. Heb. hu,

'he', is rel. to Aram.-Syr. hit, Arab, hiiwa,

Ethiop. weUu, Akkad. shu, 'he'.

EUjah, i) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, name of the

great prophet also known as the Tishbite. —
Heb. Eliyyd", lit. 'The Lord is God'. For the

first element see El and words there referred to

and cp. esp. JoeL For the second element in

Elijah cp. the second element in hallelujah,

Hezekiah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Matthew, Matthias,

Nehemiah, Obadiah, Zachariah, Zephaniah. Cp.
also Elias, a shortened form of Elijah.

eliminable, adj. — See eliminate and -able.

eliminant, adj., promoting elimination {med.) —
L. elimindns, gen. -antis, pres. part, oi elimindre.

See next word and -ant.

eliminate, tr. v., i) to remove; 2) to exclude. —
L. elimindtus, pp. of elimindre, 'to turn out of

doors, banish', fr. e- and limen, gen. liminis,

'threshold, entrance'. See limen and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: eliminat-ion, n., eliminat-or, n.,

eliminat-ory, adj.

Elishah, i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, an Israelite

prophet, disciple and successor of Elijah. —
Heb. Ellshd', lit. 'God is salvation', fr. El, 'God',
and yesha', 'salvation'. For the first element see

El and cp. words there referred to. The second
element is rel. to y^shd'd", 'salvation, deliver-

ance, welfare, prosperity', hdshta', 'he saved'.

See hosanna and cp. the first element in Isaiah

and the second element in Joshua.
elision, n. — L. elisio, gen. -dnis, 'a striking out,

elision', fr. elisus, pp. of elidere, 'to strike out'.

See elide and -ion and cp. collision.

elisor, n., a person appointed to return a jury
{law). — OF. elisour {¥. eliseur), from the stem
of elire (F. elire), 'to choose'. See next word.

elite, n., a choice part. — F., fr. OF. eslile, fem.
of eslit, pp. of eslire (F. elire), 'to choose', fr.

L. electus, pp. of eligere. See elect and cp.

prec. word.

elixir, n., i) a substance supposed to prolong Ufe;

2) a substance supposed to change all metals
into gold. — ML., fr. Arab, al-iksir, which is

formed fr. Arab, al-, 'the', and Gk. ^rjpiov, 'dry
medicinal substance, cataplasm', fr. 5r)p6i;, 'dry'.

See serene and cp. xero-.

Elizabeth, i) fem. PN.; 2) in the Bible, the name
of the wife of Aaron. — Late L. Elisabeth, fr.

Gk. 'EXEiaa^E^-, 'EXtoapET, fr. Heb. Elishebha',

lit. 'God is an oath'. For the first element see El.

The second element is rel. to shiv^d'', fem. sheva',

'seven', and to nishbd', 'he swore', orig. 'he

bound himself by the sacred number seven'. See

Shabuoth and cp. the second element in Bath-

sheba. Cp. also Elsa.

Elizabethan, adj., pertaining to the age of Queen
Elizabeth I. — First used by Carlyle, instead of

Elizabethian, which was coined by Coleridge.

See prec. word and -ian, resp. -an.

elk, n., the largest existing deer. — ON. elgr,

rel. to OE. eolh, OHG. elaho, MHG. elhe, G.
Elch; Gk. &k>a\ and L. alces, 'elk', are Teut.

loan words. The above Teut. words are cogn.

with 01. fsah, fsyah, 'buck of the antelope',

Russ. losa, Czech los, etc., 'elk'. These words
derive fr. I.-E. base *elk-, a -A:-enlargement of

base *el-, 'brown'. For derivatives of *eln-,

-n-enlargement of base *-el-, see eland and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also Alces and the

first element in hellebore.

Elkanah, n., i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, name
of the father of the prophet of Samuel. — Heb.

Elqdnd'', lit. 'God has created or acquired'. For
the first element see El. Heb. qdnd'^, 'he created

or acquired', from which derive qinydn, 'thing

acquired, acquisition', and miqne'', 'cattle', is

rel. to Aram.-Syr. q'nd, 'he acquired', Arab.

qdnd, 'he acquired, procured', and prob. also

to Akkad. qanii, 'to gain, acquire'. Cp. Cain.

ell, n. — ME, elien, eln, fr. OE. eln, rel. to OS.,

OHG. elina, ON. din, Du. el, elle, MHG. elene,

ele, G. Elle, Goth, aleina, fr. I.-E. base *olend,

whence also OI. aratnih, 'elbow, ell', Gk. wXevt),

'elbow', L. ulna, 'elbow, ell', Olr. uile (gen.

uilenn), W. and Co. elin (for *otind), 'elbow',

01. dnih (for *dlm), 'part of leg above the knee',

Arm. oln, 'dorsal vertebra, spine, shoulder',

uln, 'spine, shoulder', OSlav. lanita (for *olnita),

'cheek'. Cp.—with -^--enlargement—Lith. al-

kiine, 'elbow', Lith. liolektis, OSlav. lakiili, 'ell'.

Alb. fer£, Gheg lane, 'the arm from the elbow

to the hand'. Cp. elbow. Cp. also alnage, ulna

and the first element in linchpin.

Ella, fem. PN, — Fr. earlier Ela, Ala, fr, OHG.
Alia, a name derived fr. OHG, al, 'all', ala-

(as the first element of compounds), 'entirely,

quite'; see all. Quite frequently the name Ella

appears as the diminutive or pet form of

Eleanor.

-ella, dimin. suff. — L. -ella, fem. of -ellus.

ellagic, adj., rel, to the acid C^HsOg (chem.) —
F. ellagique, coined by the French chemist

Henri Braconnot (1781-1855) fr. ellag, anagram
oigalle, 'galhiut' (see gall, 'gallnut'), and -ique;

so called by him because it was first obtained

from oak galls.

Ellen, fem. PN. — An earlier form of Helen.

ellipse, n., one of the three conic sections (geom.)
— Back formation fr. L. ellipses, pi. of ellipsis,

'want, defect, omission, ellipse', fr. Gk. IXXsnJ;i(;,



ellipsis

'a falling short, defect', fr. eXXEmeiv, 'to fall

short of, fail, omit', fr. ev (see en-) and Xsmsiv,

'to leave, forsake, be behind', which is cogn.

with L. linquere, 'to leave'; see relinquish and

cp. eclipse. The Pythagoreans used the word

eXXenJjt? if the base of a figure, that was to be

constructed so that it should be equal in area

to a given figure of different shape, fell short of

the base of the original figure. Apollonius of

Perga, 'the Great Geometer', who lived in the

3rd cent. B.C.E., applied the term iXXeii];!? for

the first time to denote the ellipse (in his Conica,

I 13), in reference to the circumstance that the

square on the ordinate is equal to a rectangle

whose height is equal to the abscissa, applied

to the parameter, but falling short of it; see

parabola and cp. hyperbola.

ellipsis, n. , omission of one or more words {gram.)

— L., fr. Gk. ^XXetipt;, 'a falling short, defect'.

See prec. word.

ellipsoid, n., a solid figure, all plane sections of

which are ellipses or circles; adj., pertaining to,

or resembling, an ellipsoid (geom.) — Lit.

'ellipse-shaped'. See ellipse and -oid and cp.

elliptoid.

Derivative; ellipsoid-al, adj.

elliptic, elliptical, adj., i) pertaining to, or shaped

like, an ellipse; 2) pertaining to, or character-

ized, by an ellipsis. — Gk. EXXemTixo?, 'per-

taining to the ellipse', fr. eXXenJitc, 'ellipse'. See

ellipse and -ic.

Derivatives: elliptic-al-ly, adv., elliptic-al-ness,

n., elliptic-ity, n.

elliptoid, adj., resembling an ellipse. — See ellipse

and -oid and cp. ellipsoid.

ellops, n., i) a serpent; 2) a kind offish. — Gk.

eXXoi};, 'fish; serpent', assimilated fr. *^v-XotJ;,

lit. 'scaly', fr. ev, 'in' (see 2nd en-), and Xom?,

a collateral form of Xetti?, 'scale', which is rel. to

Xettsiv, 'to peel'. See leper and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also elops, Elapinae.

elm, n. — ME., fr. OE., rel. to Dan. elm, ON.
almr, Swed., Norw. aim, OHG. elme, elm, ilme

(G. Ulme is a Latin loan word), and cogn. with

Olr. lem, 'elm'. See alder, elder.

Derivative: elm-y, adj.

elocution, n., i) style of speaking in public; 2) the

art of speaking in public. — L. elocHtio, gen.

-onis, 'a speaking out, utterance', fr. elocUtus,

pp. of eloqul, 'to speak out', fr. e- and loqui, 'to

speak'. See loquacious and -ion and cp. eloquent,

locution.

Derivatives: elocution-ary, adj., elocution-er, n.,

elocution-ist, n.

eloge, n., a eulogy; a funeral address. — F.,

'praise', fr. earlier eulogie, fr. ML. eulogium;

influenced in form by a confusion with L. elo-

gium. See eulogy and cp. next word.

elogium, n., i) inscription on a tombstone; 2) a

funeral address. — L., 'a short saying, maxim,

inscription on a tombstone', fr. Gk. iXcyeiov

((jirpov), 'distich consisting of a hexameter and
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a pentameter (the usual meter of the elegy)',

neuter of sXeyeio<;, 'of the elegy', fr. eXeyoi;,

'elegy', but influenced in form by Gk. suXoyia,

'praise'. See elegy and cp. eulogy. Cp. also prec.

word.

Elohim, n., one of the names of God in the Bible.

— Heb. Elohfm, pi. of M'^h, 'God', of un-

certain etymology; possibly enlarged fr. El.

See El. Cp. Aram. Eldh, in the emphatic state

Elaha, Syr. Altdhd; Arab. Ildh, with the article,

Alldhu (see Allah).

eloign, eloin, tr. v., to remove to a distance. — F.

eloigner, fr. OF. esloignier, fr. Late L. exlongdre,

elongdre, 'to remove, keep aloof, which is

formed fr. L. ex, e, 'out of (see e-), and longe,

'far off, adv. of longus, 'long'. See long, adj.,

and cp. elongate.

elongate, tr. v., to make long; intr. v., to extend.

— L. elongdtus, pp. of elongdre, 'to prolong,

protract', formed fr. e- and longus, 'long'. See

long and verbal suff. -ate and cp. eloign.

elongate, adj., long and thin. — L. elongdtus, pp.

of elongdre. See elongate, v.

elongation, n., i) a lengthening; extension; 2)

something elongated. — ML. elongdtid, gen.

-onis, fr. L. elongdtus, pp. of elongdre. See elon-

gate, v., and -ion.

elope, intr. v., to run away (said esp. of lovers).

— AF. aloper, fr. ME. lopen, 'to run', fr. Du.

lopen, which is rel. to ON. hlaupa, OHG.
hlouffan, louffan, MHG. loufen, G. laufen, OE.

hleapan. See leap, and cp. lope, interloper, land--

loper.

Derivative: elope-ment, n.

elops, n., i) formerly, a sea fish; 2) (cap.) a genus

of fishes, the chiro (ichthyol.) — ModL., fr, Gk.

'£ko'\>, a var. of sXXo'4'. See ellops.

eloquence, n. — F. eloquence, fr. L. eloquentia,

'eloquence', fr. eloquens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -ce.

eloquent, adj., fluent, forceful. — F. eloquent, fr.

L. eloquentem, ace. of eloquens, pres. part of

eloqul, 'to speak out, pronounce', fr. e- and

loqui, 'to speak'. See loquacious and -ent and cp.

elocution.

Derivatives: eloquent-ly, adv., eloquent-ness, n.

Elsa, fem. PN. — G., dimin. of Elisabet, fr. Late

L. Elisabeth. See Elizabeth.

else, adj. — ME. elles, fr. OE. elles, neut. gen.

of adj., used as an adv. in the sense of 'other-

wise', rel. to Goth, aljis, 'other', OHG. eli-lenti,

el-lenti, OS. eli-lendi, OE. el-lende, 'in a foreign

land', MHG. ellende, G. elend, 'unfortunate,

wretched', ON. elja, 'rival' (fem.), lit. 'the

other', and to the first element in OHG. Eli-

sd33o (whence G. Elsafi, 'Alsace'), 'inhabit-

ant of the other bank of the Rhine', and cogn.

with Toch. A dlya-k, B alye-k, 'somebody else',

Gk. SXKoc. (for 'lixtoi;), L. alius. Arm. ail, Olr. aite,

W., Co. aite, 'other'. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. base *ali-os, 'other', which is an enlarge-

ment of base *ali-, 'there, beyond'. Cp. adulte-

emasculate

rate, v., agio, alias, alibi, alien, allactite, allagite,

allelo-, Allemanni, alio-, Allobroges, allotrio-,

Alsatia, alter, altercate, altruism, ataunt, aubain,

catallactic, diallage, hypallage, parallactic,

parallel, subaltern, synallagmatic, trophallaxis,

ulterior, ultra,

elucidate, tr. v., to make clear. — L. eluciddtus,

pp. of eluciddre, 'to enlighten', fr. e- and lucidus,

'clear, bright, shining', lit. 'full of light'. See
lucid and verbal sufF. -ate.

Derivatives: elucidat-ion, n., elucidat-ive, adj.,

elucidat-or, n., elucidat-ory, adj.

elude, tr. v., i) to avoid cleverly; 2) to evade. —
L. eladere, 'to delude, deceive, cheat, frustrate',

orig. 'to win from one at play', fr. e- and ludere,

'to play'. See ludicrous and cp. elusion, elusive.

Cp. also allude, delude.

Elul, n., name of the sixth Jewish month.— Heb.
£/«/, fr. Akkad. ululu, eldlu, 'harvest, harvest

time', lit. 'the time when the produce of the

land is brought in', rel. to Aram, 'dial, 'he

brought in', dlaltd, 'that which is brought in,

produce, harvest', Heb. '<?/, 'yoke', Akkad. allu,

ullu, 'yoke, chain', Arab, ghdlla, 'he put in,

thrust in', ghull, 'iron ring round a prisoner's

neck at which his hands are tied'.

elusion, n. — ML. elOsid, gen. -onis, fr. L. elUsus,

pp. of eladere. See elude and -ion and cp. allu-

sion, delusion, illusion.

elusive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

eldsus, pp. of eladere. See elude and cp. allu-

sive, delusive.

Derivatives: elusive-ly, adv., elusive-ness, n.

elusory, adj. — ML. elusorius, fr. L. eldsus, pp.
of eladere. See elude and adj. suff. -ory and cp.

illusory.

Derivative : elusori-ness, n.

elution, n., washing, purification (chem.) — L.

elutio, gen. -onis, 'a washing out', fr. elutus, pp.
of eluere, 'to wash out, wash off, clean', fr. e-

and lucre, 'to wash'. See lave and -ion and cp.

alluvion and words there referred to.

elvan, n., quartz porphyry. — Co. ehen, 'spark'.

elver, n., a young eel. — The same as eelfare.

Elvira, fem. PN. — Sp., of Teut. origin.

elvish, adj. — Formed fr. elf with adj. suff. -ish.

Cp. elfish.

Elymus, n., a genus of plants, the wild rye, the

lyme grass (60/.)— ModL., fr. Gk. JXujxo?, 'a kind

of plant; millet'; which is of unknown origin.

Elysia, n., a genus of sea slugs {zool.) — ModL.,
fr. L. Elysium. See Elysium.

Elysian, adj., pertaining to Elysium. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. L. Elysius, 'of Elysium', fr.

Elysium. See next word.

Elysium, n., the abode of the happy souls after

death iCreek mythol.) — L. Elysium, fr. Gk.
'HXiiaiov (short for 'HXiiaiov tteSiov, 'Elysian

plain'), a pre-Greek word of unknown origin.

See Frisk, GEW., p. 633.

elytral, adj., pertaining to an elytron. — See
elytron and adj. suff. -al.

elytro-, combining form denoting connection

with, or relation to, the vagina. — Fr. Gk. SXu-

xpov, 'sheath, case'. See next word.
elytron, n., one of the hardened wings in the

Coleoptera and some other insects (entomol.)—
ModL., fr. Gk. ^Xurpov, 'sheath, case', fr.

^XiiEiv, ciXiisiv, 'to roll round', which stands for

"fEXviisiv or *efEXuEiv, fr. I.-E. base *welu-, 'to

bend, turn, twist, roll', whence also L. volvere,

'to roU'. See volute and cp. hemielytron. Cp.
also epulis, pandis.

Elzevir, adj., pertaining to the Elzevirs, a Dutch
family of printers, or to books printed or
published by them.

Derivative: Elzevir, n., a book printed by the

Elzevirs.

em, n., i) the letter m; 2) anything shaped like

an m; 3) unit of measure of printed matter;

orig. space occupied by the printed letter m.
em-, assimilated form of en- before b, m, p. Cp.
im-, 'in'.

emaciate, tr. v., to cause to become excessively

lean; intr. v., to become excessively lean. —
L. emacidtus, pp. of emacidre, 'to make lean;

to waste away', fr. e- and macidre, 'to make
thin', fr. rrujcies, 'thinness', which is rel. to

macer, 'thin'. See meager and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: emaciat-ed, adj., emaciat-ion, n.

emanant, adj., that which emanates. — L. emd-
ndns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of emdndre. See
next word and -ant.

emanate, intr. v. — L. emdndtus, pp. of emdndre,

'to flow out, arise, proceed, emanate', fr. e-

and mdndre, 'to flow, run', which prob. derives

fr. I.-E. *md-no-, 'moist, wet', whence also Mir.
main, 'moor, swamp', W. mawn, 'turf.

Derivatives: emanation (q.v.), emanat-ive, adj.

emanation, n. — Late L. emdnatid, gen. -onis, 'a

flowing out, emanation', fr. L. emdndtus, pp. of
emdndre. See emanate and -ion.

emancipate, tr. v., to make free. — L. emanci-

pdtus, pp. of emancipdre, 'to declare a person

free and independent, to give from under one's

own authority into that of another', fr. e- and
mancipdre, 'to make over as property, to trans-

fer property', fr. manceps, gen. -ipis, 'purchaser,

contractor, owner', which stands for *man-
cap-s, lit. 'one who takes by hand', fr. manus,

'hand', and capere, 'to catch, seize, take, hold'.

See manual and captive and verbal suff. -ate and
cp. mancipate.

Derivatives: emancipat-ive, adj., emancipat-or,

n., emancipat-ory, adj., emancipat-ress, n.{rare).

emancipation, n. — L. emancipdtid, gen. -onis,

'the releasing of a son from paternal authority',

fr. emancipdtus, pp. of emancipdre. See prec.

word and -ion and cp. mancipation.

emancipationist, n., an advocate of emancipat-

ion. — A hybrid coined fr. prec. word and -is*,

a suff. of Greek origin.

emasculate, tr. v. i) to castrate; 2) to weaken. —
L. emascutdtus, pp. of gmasculdre, 'to emascu-



emasculate

late, castrate', fr. e- and masculus, 'male; manly'.

See masculine and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: emasculat-ion, n., emasculat-ive,

emasculat-ory, adjs.

emasculate, adj., l) emasculated; 2) effeminate.

—

L. emasculdtus, pp. of emasculate. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ate.

embalm, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) embaumer, fr. em-,

en-, 'in', and baUme, 'balm'. See em- and balm.

Derivatives: embalm-er, n., embalm-ment, n.

embank, tr. v. — Formed fr. em- and bank, 'edge

of a river'.

Derivative: embank-ment, n.

embargo, n. — Sp., 'seizure, embargo', fr. em-

bargar, 'to impede, restrain, seize, embargo', fr.

VL. *imbarricdre, 'to impede', formed fr. ist

im- and *barra, 'bar, barrier'. See bar, 'rod of

metal', and cp. embarrass.

Derivative : embargo, tr. v.

embark, tr. and intr. v. — F. embarquer, fr. VL.
*imbarcdre, fr. im- and L. barca, 'a small boat,

bark'. See em- and bark, 'a kind of ship', and

cp. disembark.

Derivatives: embark-ation, n., embark-ment, n.

embarras de richesse, embarrassment caused by a

surplus of riches. — F.; see next word. The
phrase is now replaced in French by embarras

du choix (lit. 'embarrassment of choice').

embarrass, tr. v. — F. embarrasser, fr. Sp. em-

barazar, fr. It. imbarazzare, a derivative of im-

barrare, 'to impede, bar, embarrass', fr. im- and

barra, 'bar'. See em- and bar, 'rod of metal', and

cp. embargo. Cp. also disembarrass, debarrass.

Derivatives: embarrass-ing-ly, adv., embarrass-

ment (q.v.)

embarrassment, n. — F. embarrassement, fr. em-

barrasser. See prec. word and -ment.

embassage, n., embassy (archaic). — See next

word and -age.

embassy, n. — OF. ambassee, fr. It. amhasciata,

'embassy' (whence also F. ambassade), fr.

OProven?. ambaissada (whence also Sp. em-

bajada), fr. OProven?. *ambaissa, 'service',

which is a Teut. loan word. Cp. Goth, andbahti,

OE. ambiht, OS. ambaht, ON. embxtti, OHG.
ambaht(i), MHO. ambeht, 'service, office', G.

Ami, 'office'. The Teut. words themselves are of

Celtic origin, and lit. mean 'a going or driving

around'; cp. Gaul,-L. ambactus, 'servant', lit.

'one going around'. See ambages and cp. am-
bassador, amt.

embattle, tr. v., to prepare for battle. — OF. em-
batailUer, fr. em-, 'in', and bataille, 'battle'.

See em- and battle.

Derivative; embattl-ed, adj.

embattle, tr. v., to provide with battlements. —
See em- and battlement,

embay, tr. v., i) to shelter as in a bay; 2) to form
into bays. — Formed fr. em- and bay, 'inlet'.

Derivatives: emhay-ed, adj., embay-ment, n.

embed, tr. v. — Formed fr. em- and bed.

embelUsh, tr. v., to adorn. — ME. embellisshen.
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fr. OF. (= F.) embeUiss-, pres. part, stem of

embellir, 'to beautify', fr. em- and hel, 'beauti-

ful'. See beauty and verbal suff. -ish and cp.

beau, belle.

Derivatives: embellish-er, n., embellish-ment, n.

ember, n. — ME. emer, aymer, fr. OE. xmerge,

'embers, ashes', rel. to ON. eimyrja, OHG. ei-

muria, MHG. eimer, G. Ammern, 'embers', ON.
ysja, 'fire', usli, OE. ysle, 'glowing ashes, em-
bers', fr. I.-E. base *eus-, 'to bum', whence also

L. Urere, 'to bum'. See combust and cp. words
there referred to.

ember days, twelve days of the year, three in each

season, set aside for fasting and prayers (Roman
Catholic and Anglican Church). — ME. ymber,

fr. OE. ymbren, prop, 'recurring days', fr. ym-
bryne, 'a circuit', lit. 'a running around', com-
pounded of ymb, 'round', and ryne, 'a running,

course'. OE. ymb is cogn. with Gk. a.\j.nfl, 'round

about', L. ambo, 'both'; see ambi-. OE. ryne

is rel. to OE. rinnan, 'to run'; see run.

embergoose, n., the loon. — Norw. imbre, 'loon',

prob. fr. imbredage, name of the days in the week
before Christmas; so called because the bird

appears on the coast in the days before Christ-

mas. Norw. imbredage derives fr. ON. imbru-

dagar, ymbrudagar, 'ember days', fr. OE. ym-
bren, of s.m. See ember days.

Emberiza, n., a genus of birds, the bunting (orni-

thol.) — ModL., fr. Swiss G. Emmeritz, which

is rel. to dial G. Emmerling and to G. Ammer,
'bunting'. See yellowhammer.

embezzle, tr. v., to appropriate by fraud. — OF.
embesillier, 'to ill-treat', fr. em-, 'in' (see em-)

and besillier, 'to torment', which is derived by

Skeat from the OF. pref bes- (fr. L. his-, used

in a pejorative sense). — I suggest that OF.
beser derives fr. OHG. bi^san, equivalent of

OE. bitan, 'to bite, sting'. See bite and cp. bezzle.

Derivatives: embezzle-ment, n., embezzl-er, n.

embitter, tr. v. — Formed fr. em- and bitter.

Derivatives: embitter-er, n., embitler-ment, n.

emblaze, tr. v., to emblazon, embellish. —
Formed fr. em- and blaze, 'to make known'.

emblaze, tr. v., to set ablaze. — Formed fr. em-

and blaze, 'to bum with flame'.

emblazon, tr. v., to adorn with heraldic devices,

etc. — Formed fr. em- and blazon.

Derivatives; emblazon-ment, n., emblazon-ry, n.

emblem, n., a visible symbol. — L. emblema, fr.

Gk. liJipXTjua, 'insertion', lit. 'something thrown

in', fr. eji^dcXXstv, 'to throw in, insert', fr. £v

(see 2nd en-) and paXXeiv, 'to throw'. See bal-

listic and cp. periblem, problem, symbol.

Derivatives: emblem, tr. v., emblemat-ic, em-

blemal-ic-al, adjs., emblemat-ic-al-ly, adv., em-

blemat-ic-al-ness, n., emblem-al-ist, n., emblem-

at-ize, tr. v.

emblement, n., usually in the pi.: emblements,

crop; profits of a crop Qaw). — OF. emblae-

ment, emblavement, 'land sown with wheat', fr.

embtaer (F. emblaver), 'to sow with wheat', fr.

i
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ML. imbladdre,ft. im-(seeim-,'in')andip/a<3fc!,'the

yield of a land', fr. Frankish *blad- (whence also

F. bli, 'wheat, com'), which is rel. to OE. bked,

'flower, fruit, harvest'. See blade and -ment.

emblic, n., name of an East Indian tree. — ML.
emblica, fr. dmleg, Egyptian pronunciation of

Arab, dmlaj, fr. Pers. dmleh, ultimately fr. OI.

amlak, whence also Malay maldka, 'emblic',

which latter, according to Malay tradition, ap-

pears also in the name ofthe peninsula Malakka.

See Devic's Supplement to Littr6's Dictionary.

P-33. ,-

embody, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. em- and

body.

Derivative: embodi-ment, n.

embog, tr. v. — Formed fr. em- and bog.

embolden, tr. v. — Formed fr. em-, bold and

verbal suff. -en.

embolic, adj., pertaining to an embolus or an

embolism (med.) — See embolus, embolism,

and -ic.

embolism, n., i) intercalation of a day or days in

the calendar, as in a leap year; 2) the time inter-

calated; 3) in med., obstruction of a blood vessel

by an embolus.— Late L. embolismus, 'insertion,

interposition', fr. Gk. ijxPo>.tcT|ji6i;, fr. ^[i.|iaXXetv,

'to throw in, insert'. See emblem and -ism.

Derivatives: embolism-al, embolism-ic, embo-

lism-ic-al, adjs.

embolus, n., something inserted (calendar, mech.

and med^ — L,, fr. Gk. 2[jlPoXo?, 'stopper,

wedge', fr. ^^tpiiXXeiv. See prec. word and cp.

next word.

emboly, n., invagination (embryol.) — Gk. i[i-

PoXt), 'a throwing in, putting in, insertion', fr.

4|x|JaXXEt,v, 'to throw into'. See emblem and cp.

embolism.

embonpoint, n., stoutness. — F., fr. en bon point,

'in good condition', euphemism for 'stoutness'.

See 1st en-, bonus and point, n.

embosom, tr. v, — Formed fr. em- and bosom.

emboss, tr. v. — Formed fr. em- and boss, 'pro-

tuberance'.

Derivatives: emboss-er, n., emboss-ment, n.

embouchure, n., mouth of a river; mouthpiece.

— F., fr. emboucher, 'to put to one's mouth; to

sound (a wind instrument)', fr. em- and bouche,

'mouth'. See buccal and -ure and cp. debouch.

embow, tr. v., to bend into a bow; to vault. —
Formed fr. em- and bow, 'anything bent'.

Derivative: embow-ed, adj.

embowel, tr. v. — Formed fr. em- and boweL In

the sense 'to disembowel', the pref. em- has

been confused with OF. es- (fr. L. ex), 'out of.

embower, tr. v., to enclose in, or as in, a bower.

— Formed fr. em- and bower, 'cottage'.

embrace, tr. v. — ME. embracen, fr. OF. em-

bracer (F. embrasser), lit. 'to take into one's

arms', fr. em- and OF. braz (F. bras), 'arm', fr.

L. brachium. See brace, 'clasp*.

embracer, n., one who embraces. — Formed fr.

prec. word with agential suff. -er.

embracer, also embraceor, n., one who attempts

to corrupt a jury (law). — OF. embraseor, em-

braceur, 'instigator, corrupter', fr. embraser, 'to

set on fire, instigate', fr. em- and breze (F.

braise), 'wood embers, live coals'. See braze,

'to solder', and cp. embrasure.

embracery, n., the attempt to corrupt ajury (law).

— Formed from prec. word with suff. -y (re-

presenting OF. -ie).

embranchment, n., a branching off. — Formed
fr. em-, branch and -ment.

embrangle, tr. v., to confuse. — A blend of em-

broil and brangle.

embrasure, n., window opening, splay (archil.) —
F., fr. embraser, 'to splay', prop, the same word
as embraser, 'to fire, set on fire'; see embracer,

'one who attempts to corrupt the jury', and

-ure. For the sense development of F. embrasure

it should be borne in mind that this word orig.

denoted an opening from which the gun was

pointed.

Derivative; embrasure, tr. v.

embrocate, tr. v., to moisten with a lotion (med.)

— ML. embrocdlus, pp. of embrocdre, 'to moist-

en', fr. Gk. liL^poxi), 'lotion, fomentation', fr.

ili^pix^iw, 'to steep, foment', fr. h/ (see 2nd

en-) and pp^xeiv, 'to water, wet', which is rel.

to Ppox^T), PpoxetA?, 'rain'. See Brechites and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: embrocat-ion, n.

embroider, tr. and intr. v. — ME., fr. em- and

broider.

Derivatives: embroider-er, n., embroider-y, n.

embroil, tr. v., to confuse, -r- F. embrouiller, 'to

embroil, confuse, confound'. See em- and broil,

'to confuse', and cp. imbroglio. Cp. also em-

brangle.

Derivatives: embroil, n., embroil-er, n., embroil-

ment, n.

embrown, tr. v., to make brown. — Coined by

Milton fr. em- and brown. Cp. empurple.

embryo, n. (biol.)— Medical L., fr. Gk. S^iPpuov,

'a new-bom lamb; embryo, fetus', lit. 'that

which grows in the body', fr. 4v (see 2nd en-)

and Ppiiciv, 'to be fuU, to swell'. See bryo-.

Derivatives: embryon-al, adj., embryon-ic, adj.,

embryon-ic-al-ly, adv., embryon-y, n.

embryo-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

an embryo'. See prec. v-ord.

embryogeny, n., formation and development of

an embryo. — Compounded of embryo- and

-geny.

embryology, n., the science of the formation and

development of the embryo. — Compounded
of embryo- and Gk. -Xa-^ia., fr. -Xiyoi;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'.

emcee, n., master of ceremonies; tr. v., to act as

master of ceremonies for (colloq.) — Coined
fr. M.C., abbreviation of Master of Ceremonies.

eme, n., imcle (diai.) — ME., fr. OE. earn, rel. to

OFris. Sm, MLG. Sme, Du. 00m, OHG., MHG.



oheim, G. Oheim, Ohm, 'uncle', which stand for

W. Teut. *awahaim-, lit. 'he who dwells with the

grandfather'. The first element is cogn. with L.

avus, 'grandfather', avunculus, 'the mother's
brother, maternal uncle'; see uncle. For the

second element see home. Cp. oom.
emeer, n. — A var. of emir.

emend, tr. v., to correct. — L. emendare, 'to cor-

rect, improve, emend', fr. e- and menda, 'defect,

blemish'. See amend.

emendation, n.— L. emendatio, 'correction, emen-
dation', fr. emenddtus, pp. of emendare. See

prec. word and -ation.

emendatory, adj., pertaining to emendation.

—

Late L. emenddtorius, fr. L. emenddtus, pp. of

emendare. See emend and -atory.

emerald, n., a bright-green precious stone. —
ME. emeraude, fr. OF. esmeralde, esmeraude (F.

emeraude), fr. L. smaragdus (whence also It.

smeraldo, Sp. esmeralda), fr. Gk. afxapaYSoi;,

[xapaYSoi;, 'emerald', which is of Sem. origin.

Cp. Heb. bdreqeth, Akkad. barraqtu, 'emerald',

lit. 'something flashing', a derivative of Heb.
bdrdq, resp. Akkad. birqu, 'lightning', which are

rel. to Aram, b^raq, barqd, Arab, barq, 'light-

ning', Heb. bdrdq, Aram, b'raq, Arab, bdraqa,

Ethiop. bardqa, 'it flashed, glistened', Akkad.
bardqu, 'to flash'. Cp. OI. marakatam, Pers.

zumurrud (whence Turk, zumriid, whence Russ.

izumrud), 'emerald', which are also Sem. loan

words. Cp. also smaragd, which is a doublet of

emerald. Cp. also Esmeralda.

Derivative: emerald, adj.

emeraldine, n., a dark green dye. — Formed fr.

prec. word with sufi". -ine (representing Gk. - ivoi;).

emerge, intr. v., to rise from a fluid, to appear. —
L. emergere, 'to come forth, come up, rise, ex-

tricate oneself, fr. e- and mergere, 'to dip, im-
merse, plunge'. See merge and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. emersion.

emergence, n. — Late L. emergentia, fr. L. emer-

gens, gen. -entis. See emergent and -ce.

emergency, n. — Late L. emergentia. See prec.

word and -cy.

emergent, adj., emerging. — L. emergens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of emergere. See emerge and
-ent.

Derivatives : emergent, n., emergent-ly, adv.

emeritus, adj., retired, but retaining one's title. —
L. emeritus, 'a veteran; a soldier who has
served his time', prop. pp. oiemereri, 'to obtain

by service, earn, deserve', fr. e- and mererl, 'to

earn, gain, acquire, deserve'. See merit.

emerods, n., hemorrhoids (archaic.) — OF. em-
meroides. See hemorrhoids.

emersion, n. — L. emersus, pp. of emergere. See
emerge and -ion.

emery, n., a hard variety of corundum. — OF.
emeril (F. emeri), fr. It. smeriglio, fr. MGk.
ofi-^pi, fr. Gk. o(jnlpi<;, 'emery powder', which is

prob. borrowed fr. Heb. shdmtr, 'adamant;
einery*;see Jer. 17:1, Ezek. 3:9, Zech. 7:12. See

Encyclopaedia Biblica by Cheyne and Black,

I, 63-64. Cp. Amyris, moray, Muraena. — E.

smear is not cognate.

Derivative: emery, tr. v., to cover, or rub, with

emery.

Emery, also spelled Emmery, masc. PN. — Prob.

fr. OF. Aimeri, fr. OHG. Amalric, Amelrlc

(whence also G. Emmerich), lit. 'work ruler', fr.

amal, 'work', and Teut. *rlk-, 'ruler'. For the

first element cp. the first element in Milicent.

The second element is related to OHG. rlhhi,

'powerful, rich'. See rich and cp. words there

referred to.

emesis, n., vomiting imed.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. ^neaii;, 'vomiting', fr. ^(j.eiv. See next word.

emet-, form of emeto- before a vowel.

emetic, adj., causing vomiting. — L. emeticus,

fr. Gk. ifxcTtxo?, 'provoking sickness', fr.

efj,£To<;, 'vomiting', fr. ejxsTv, 'to vomit, throw

up', which stands for *Fe[i.eTv, fr. I.-E. base

*wem-, 'to spit, vomit', whence also L. vomere,

'to vomit'. See vomit and cp. Emys.

Derivative: emetic, n., a substance that causes

vomiting.

emeto-, before a vowel emet-, combining form

meaning i) vomiting; 2) emetic (med.) — Fr.

Gk. SfxETOi;, 'vomiting'. See emetic.

^meute, n., a riot. — F., 'riot', fr. VL. *exmovita,

fem. pp. of *exmovere, 'to set in motion', used

as a noun, fr. ist ex- and movere, 'to move'.

See move.

-emia, -aemia, suff. denoting a certain, usually

diseased, condition of the blood, as in hydremia,

leukemia (med.) — Gk. -ai(xta, fr. alfia, gen.

odyLXToq, 'blood'. See hemal and -ia.

emiction, n., urination. — Formed fr. e- and

mictus, pp. of mingere, 'to make water'. See

micturition.

emigrant, adj. — L. emigrdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of emigrdre. Sec next word and -ant.

Derivative: emigrant, n.

emigrate, intr. v. — L. emigrdtus, pp. of emi-

grdre, 'to move away, remove, emigrate', fr. e-

and migrdre, 'to move, migrate'. See migrate.

Derivatives: emigration (q.v.), emigrat-ive, emi-

grat-ory, adjs.

emigration, n. — Late L. emigrdlid, gen. -dnis,

fr. L. emigrdtus, pp. of emigrdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

emigre, n., an emigrant; specif., a person com-

pelled to leave France during the French Re-

volution. — F., pp. of emigrer, 'to emigrate', fr.

L. emigrdre. See emigrate.

Emil, Emile, masc. PN. — G. Emit, fr. F. £mile,

fr. L. Aemilius, name of a Roman gens, fr. ae-

mulus, 'imitating, rivaling', fr. aemuldri, 'to

strive to equal'. See emulate and cp. Emilia.

Emilia, Emily, fem. PN. — F. £milie, fr. L. Ae-

milia, fem. of Aemilius. See prec. word.

eminence, n. — L. eminentia, 'prominence, emi-

nence', fr. eminens, gen. -entis. See next word
and -ce.

eminent, adj., i) high; 2) exalted. — L. eminens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of eminere, 'to stand out,

project; to be eminent', fr. e- and I.-E. base

*men-, 'to stand out, project'. See mount, 'hill,

mountain' and -ent and cp. imminent, prominent.

Derivative: eminent-ly, adv.

emir, n., i) an Arabian prince; 2) a title given

Mohammed's descendants through his daughter

Fatima.— Arab, amfr, 'commander', fr. dmara,

'he commanded'. See amoraim and cp. ameer,

admiral, omrah.

emissary, n. and adj. — L. emissdrius, 'one sent

out', fr. emissus, pp. of emittere. See emit and

-ary.

emission, n. — L. emissid, gen. -dnis, 'a sending

out', fr. emissus, pp. of emittere. See emit and

-ion.

emissive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

emissus, pp. of emittere. See next word.

Derivative: emissiv-ity, n.

emit, tr. v., i) to send out; 2) to utter; 3) to is-

sue. — L. emittere, 'to send out, send forth, let

out, emit', fr. e- and mittere, 'to send'. See mis-

sion.

Emma, fem. PN. — G., fr. Erma, contracted

from names beginning with Erm- (e.g. Ermen-

trud, q.v.) Cp. Irma.

Emmanuel, masc. PN. — Gk. 'E(j.[iavouT]X, fr.

Heb. 'Immdnffil, lit. 'God is with us'. See Im-

manuel.

emmenic, adj., capable of menstruation (med.)

Formed with sufi". -ic fr. Gk. J[ifjLr;va, 'the men-

ses', fr. ^v (see 2nd en-), and ht)v, gen. |jLr;v6i;,

'month'. See meno-, and cp. catamenia.

emmenology, n., that part of medicine which

treats of menstruation. — Compounded of Gk.

£(i(iY)va, 'the menses', and -Aoyia, fr. -Xoyoi;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See emmenic and

-logy.

Emmentaler cheese, often shortened to emmen-

taler, n. — G. Emmentaler Kdse, 'Emmentaler

cheese', prop, 'cheese of the valley of the Great

Emmen, in Switzerland'. The second element in

Emmentaler derives fr. G. Tal, 'valley'; see dale.

emmer, n., amelcorn. — Dial. G. Emmer, a var.

of Amelkorn. See amelcorn.

emmet, n., an ant (archaic). — ME. emete, emte,

fr. OE. semete, 'ant'. See ant.

emmetropia, n., the normal refractive condition

of the eye (med.) — Medical L., compounded
of Gk. ipnitxpoQ, 'in measure', and i!>^, gen.

a)7t6i;, 'eye'. The first element is formed fr.

Iv, 'in' (see 2nd en-), and [xsxpov, 'measure';

see meter, 'poetical rhythm'. For the second ele-

ment see -opia.

Derivative: emmetrop-ic, adj.

emodin, n., a compound obtained from rhubarb

(chem.)— Formed with chem. suff. -in fr. ModL.
(Rheum) emodi, 'Turkey rhubarb', lit. 'rhubarb

of the Himalaya', fr. Gk. 'H(xoiS6i;, 'the Hima-
laya'.

emoUient, adj., softening, soothing. — L. emol-

liens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of emollire, 'to

soften, soothe', fr. e- and mollire, 'to soften',

fr. mollis, 'soft'. See mollify and -ent.

Derivative: emollient, n., a soothing medicine.

emolument, n., gain; salary, fees. — L. emolu-

mentum, 'gain, profit, advantage', orig. 'miller's

fee for grinding', fr. emolere, 'to grind out', fr.

e- and molere, 'to grind'. See meal, 'edible

grain', and -ment.

emotion, n. — F. emotion, formed fr. emouvoir,

'to move, stir up (a passion), to affect, touch',

orig. 'to set in motion', after the relation of F.

motion (see motion) to mouvoir, 'to move'. F.

emouvoir derives fr. OF. esmovoir, fr. VL. *ex-

movere, which corresponds to L. emovere, 'to

move out, move away; to stir up, agitate'. See

e-, resp. 1st ex-, and move.

Derivatives: emotion-al, adj., emotion-al-ism,

n., emotion-al-ist, n., emotion-al-ity, n., emotion-

al-ize, tr. v., emotional-ly, adv.

emotive, adj., causing emotion. — Formed with

sufT. -ive fr. L. emdtus, pp. of emovere, 'to move
out, remove'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: emotive-ly, adv., emotive-ness, n.,

emotiv-ity, n.

empanel, impanel, tr. v. — OF. empaneller. See

em- and panel.

Derivative: empanel-ment, n,

empathy, n., sympathetic understanding of an-

other person or an object (psychol.) — Gk.

e[X7T(Xi>£ia, 'affection, passion', fr. ky.K!x^yi)q, 'in

a state of emotion, much affected', fr. bi (see

2nd en-) and 7ira{>o<;, 'feeling' (sec -pathy); used

as a loan translation of G. EinfUhlung, which

was coined by the German philosopher Rudolf

Hermann Lotze (1817-81) in Mikrokosmus

(1858), fr. ein, 'in, into', and Fiihlung' 'feeling'.

emperor, n. ~- OF. empereor (F. empereur), fr.

L. imperdldrem, ace. of imperdtor, 'ruler, com-

mandor, emperor', fr. imperdlus, pp. of im-

perdre, 'to command', fr. ist im- and pardre,

'to prepare'. See pare and cp. imperative, im-

perator, empire, empress.

Empetraceae, n. pi., the crowberry family (hot.)

— ModL., formed fr. Empetrum with suff.

-aceae.

empetraceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Empetrum, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. EjiKExpov, 'sea heath', prop. fem. of

the adj. JfXTreTpoi;, 'growing on rocks', used

as a noun, fr. ev, 'in' (see 2nd en-), and TrsTpa,

'rock'. See petro-.

emphasis, n., stress. — L., fr. Gk. Ifiiyaa^, 'out-

ward appearance; reflection; significance, em-

phasis', fr. E|i9aiv£!.v, 'to exhibit, display, in-

dicate', which is formed fr. ev, 'in' (see 2nd

en-), and 9aivEiv, 'to show'. See phantasm and

cp. piiase. Cp. also emphatic.

Derivative: emphas-ize, tr. v.

emphatic, adj., 1) expressed with emphasis;

2) clear, definite. — Gk. k\xf(n:\M.6<^ 'expres-
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sive, forcible', prop, 'exhibited, displayed', fr.

e[i.<paivEiv. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivative: emphatic-al-ly, adv.

emphysema, n., a condition caused by the ab-

normal presence of air in the lungs or of gas

in the body tissues {med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. £|i(pijCTT([ji.a, 'inflation', fr. k\j.^u<3aM, 'to blow
in', fr. ev (see 2nd en-), and <^\>aa>i, 'to blow',

fr. 9ijCTa, 'wind, blast, bladder', from the. I.-E.

imitative base *pu-, *phu-, 'to blow, swell'

whence also L. pustula, 'blister, pimple, pustule'.

See pustule and cp. Physalia, Physeter. For the

ending see sufl'. -ma.

empire, n. — F., fr. OF. empirie, fr. L. imperium,

'command, authority; sovereignty, dominion,

empire', which is rel. to imperare, 'to command'.

See emperor.

empiric, i) adj., derived from, or guided by, ex-

perience or experiment; 2) n., one of an ancient

Greek sect of physicians who relied only upon
experience. — L. empmcus, fr. Gk. tyt.v:si,p[,y.6<;,

'experienced', fr. ^(ixeipof;, 'experienced', fr. &v

(see 2nd en-) and TtsTpa, 'trial, experiment'. See

pirate and -ic and cp. metempiric.

Derivatives: empiric-al, adj., empiric-al-ly, adv.,

empiric-ism, n., empiric-ist, n.

emplacement, n. i) a placing in position; 2) (w//.)

a platform for guns. — F. emplacement, 'place,

situation', formed fr. en, 'in', and placer, 'to

place', fr. place, 'place'. See em-, place and
-ment.

emplane, tr. v., to embark on an airplane. —
Formed fr. em- and plane, 'airplane'.

employ, tr. v. — F. employer, fr. L. implicdre, 'to

infold, involve, include'. See imply, which is a

doublet oi employ. Derivatives: employ-ed, adj.,

employee (q.v.), employ-er, n., employ-ment, n.

employ, n. — F. emploi, 'employ, employment',

back formation fr. employer. See employ, v.

employee, employe, n, — F. employe, 'employed,

pp. of employer. See employ, v., and -ee.

empoison, tr. v. — F. empoisonner. See em- and
poison.

emporium, n., a trading place; a center of trade.

— L., fr. Gk. ^[iTiipiov, 'a trading place,

market', prop. neut. of 4[x7r6pio?, 'pertaining

to trade', used as a noun, fr. S[X7Topo<;, 'traveler;

trader, merchant', fr. i\i (see 2nd en-), and nipoq,

'passage, way, road', which stands in gradational

relationship to mLpziv (for *7r£p-ieiv), 'to pierce,

cross, traverse, go through'. See fare, 'to pros-

per', and cp. words there referred to.

empower, tr. v. — Formed fr. em- and power.

empress, n. — ME. emperesse, fr. OF. emperesse,

fern, of empereor, 'emperor'. See emperor and
-ess.

empressement, n., zeal, eagerness. — F., fr. s'em-

presser, 'to be eager, be ardent', fr. em- and
presser, 'to press'. See press, v., and -ment.

emprise, emprize, n., enterprise, adventure (ar-

chaic). — OF. emprise, prop. fern. pp. of em-
prendre, used as a noun, fr. VL. *imprendere.

'to undertake', fr. L. im-, 'in', and prehendere,

prendere, 'to take'. See em- and prehensile and

cp. enterprise, impresa. The word emprise was

first used in English by Spenser.

emption, n., purchase. — L. emptio, gen. -onis,

'a buying, purchase', fr. emptus, pp. of emere,

'to buy'. See exempt and -ion and cp. pre-

emption, redemption.

empty, adj. — ME. emtie, empti, fr. OE. smetig,

smtig, 'vacant, free, idle', formed with suff. -ig

(whence E. -y) fr. xmetta, 'leisure'. This latter

is formed fr. priv. «- and the stem of {ge)mdt,

'meeting'. See moot, meet. For the excrescent p
cp. glimpse, sempstress, etc.

Derivatives: empty, n. and tr. and intr. v., emp-

ti-er, n., empti-ness, n.

empurple, to make purple. — Coined by Spenser
• fr. em- and purple. Cp. embrown.

empyema, n., accumulation of pus in a cavity of

the body (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. cfjiTrur]-

(jta, 'suppuration', fr. IfiTrjeTv, 'to suppurate',

fr. h (see 2nd en-) and ttOov (for *7Tuaov),

'matter'. See pus and -ma.

Derivative: empyem-ic, adj.

empyreal, adj., i) heavenly, sublime; 2) formed

from pure fire. — Formed with adj. sufT. -al fr.

ML. empyrius, empyreus, fr. Gk. E(i7tupio(;,

SixTtupo?, 'fiery', fr. hi, (see 2nd en-) and Triip,

gen. 7rup6i;, 'fire'. See pyre and cp. empyreuma.

empyrean, adj., empyreal. — See prec. word
and -an.

Derivative: empyrean, n., the highest heaven.

empyreuma, n., the odor of organic substances

burned in close vessels {chem.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. 4[X7rupeu[jia, 'a live coal covered with ashes',

fr. ^fXTuipEueiv, 'to set on fire', fr. ^[XTvupo?. See

empyreal and -ma.

empyreumatic, adj. — Formed with suff. -ic fr.

Gk. 4(i,7r6pEU|j.a, gen. 4[j,7U)peij(xaTOi;. See prec.

word.

emu, n., a large bird of Australia. — Shortened

fr. Port, ema di gei, 'crane of the ground' ; so

called because the emu cannot fly. Port, ema is

a loan word fr. Moluccan erne.

emulate, tr. v., to try to equal or surpass. — L.

aemuldtus, pp. of aemuldrl, 'to strive to equal,

vie with, emulate,' fr. aemulus, 'striving to

equal, rivaling', which stands in gradational

relationship to imitdri, 'to copy, imitate', imago,

'representation, likeness, image'. See image,

imitate and verbal suff'. -ate and cp. emulous,

EmD, Emilia. Cp. also even, adj.

Derivatives: emulation (q.v.), emulat-ive, adj.,

emulative-ly, adv., emulator (q.v.), emulat-ory,

adj.

emulation, n. — L. aemuldtio, gen. -onis, fr.

aemuldtus, pp. of aemuldri. See prec. word and

-ion.

emulator, n. — L. aemuldtor, fr. aemuldtus, pp.

oiaemuldri. See prec. word and agential suff". -or.

emulgent, adj., draining, purifying (applied to

renal vessels). — L. emulgens, gen. -entis, pres.
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part, of emulgere, 'to milk out, drain out'. See

milk and -ent and cp. emulsify, emulsion.

Derivative: emulgent, n., i) renal vessel; 2)

(pharm.) a medicine exciting the flow of bile.

emulous, adj., trying to equal or surpass another.

— L. aemulus. See emulate. For E. -ous, as equi-

valent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives : emulous-ly, adv., ,emulous-ness, n.

emulsify, tr. v., to convert into an emulsion. —
L. emulsus, pp. of emulgere. See emulgent and
-fy. Derivatives: emulsifi-able, adj., emulsifi-abil-

ity, n., emulsifi-er, n.

emulsion, n., a milky fluid. — ModL. emulsid,

gen. -onis, fr. L. emulsus, pp. of emulgere. See

emulgent and -ion and cp. prec. word.
Derivative: emulsion-ize, tr. v.

emulsive, adj. — Formed fr. L. emulsus, pp. of

emulgere. See emulgent and -ive.

emunctory, adj., excretory; n., any organ of the

body carrying off" waste. — Late L. emUnctd-

rium, 'a pair of snuffers', fr. L. emdnctus, pp. of

emungere. 'to blow the nose', fr. e- and ttmn-

gere, 'to blow the nose'. See mucus and -ory.

Emys, n., a genus of turtles {zool^ — ModL., fr.

Gk. Iptiic, gen. ij^iuSo?, 'fresh water turtle*,

which is of uncertain origin. It possibly stands

for *fe[j,u? and is a derivative fr. I.-E. base

*wem-, 'to spit, vomit', whence also Gk. ifieiv,

'to vomit', and is so called from the bubbles

emitted by the animal under the water. See

emetic and cp. the second element in Chry-

semys.

en, n., i) the letter n; 2) anything resembling the

letter n.

en- (em- before p, b, m), pref. meaning 'in, into'.

— OF., F. en-, em-, fr. L. in-, -im:; see ist in-.

This pref. is often used to form verbs from
English nouns, in which case the pref. en- means
'to put into' (cp. embay, embed, enshrine). It

is also added to English adjectives and nouns
to form causative verbs (cp. embitter, enable,

ennoble, enslave).

en- (em- before p, b, m; el- before /; er- before

r), pref. meaning 'near, at, in'. — Fr. Gk. hi,

'in', which is cogn. with L. in. See ist in- and
cp. prec. pref. Cp. also Gk. ic,, si? (for *hiz),

'into', £aoj. Ion. efaoj (for *&,»(jco), 'in, within',

and see esc-, esoteric

-en, sufl". forming the plural of some noims, as

in brethren, children, oxen. — ME. -en, fr.

OE. -an.

-en, the pp. ending of many strong verbs, as in

broken, spoken, written. — ME., fr. OE. -en,

cogn. with 01. -na.

-en, old fem. suff". — OE. -en as in wylfen, 'she-

wolf, fyxen, 'she-fox' ; rel. to G. -in. Cp. vixen.

-en, suff. forming adjectives from nouns, mean-
ing 'made of, as in golden, woolen, oaken. —
ME., fr. OE., rel. to OS., ON. -in, OHG. -in, G.
-en, Goth, -eins, and cogn. with L. -irms, Gk.
-Cvoi;. Cp. adj. suff". -Ine (representing L. -inus,

resp. Gk. -tvoe).

-en, suff. forming verbs from adjectives and
nouns, as deepen, darken: lengthen, strengthen.

— ME. -en, -ien, fr. OE. -nian.

enable, tr. v. — Formed fr. 1st en- and able.

Derivatives: enabl-er, n., enabt-ing, adj.

enact, tr. v., to make into an act. — Formed fr.

1st en- and act. Derivatives: enact-ion, n., enact-

ive, adj., enact-ment, n., enact-or, n.

Enaliosauria, n. pi., a group of extinct gigantic

marine reptiles (paleontol.) — ModL., lit.

'marine lizards', compounded of Gk. hiaXioQ,

'of the sea', and aaupo?, 'lizard'. The first ele-

ment is formed fr. ev (see 2nd -en) and aX;,

gen. (iX6? (fem.), 'sea'. See halieutic. For the

second element see sauro-.

enam, n., land exempt from rent or with favor-

able rent (Hindu law). — Hind, in'dm, bor-

rowed, through the medium of Persian, fr.

Arab, in'dm, 'benefit, favor', inf. of dn'ama, 'he

granted a favor, favored', IV (i.e. causative)

form of ndHma, 'was easy or pleasant', which is

rel. to Heb. nd'4m, 'was pleasant or lovely',

nd'tm, 'pleasant, lovely'. Cp. the Hebrew PN.s

Na'dmd'', Na'amdn, No'dmf, which all derive

from the stem of the verb nd'em, and see

Naaman, Naomi.

enamdar, n., holder of an enam (India). — Hind.

in'amddr, fr. Pers. inamddr, a hybrid coined fr.

Arab, in'dm (see prec. word) and Pers. -ddr,

'holder, possessor'. See aumildar and cp. words

there referred to.

enamel, tr. v. — ME. enamelen, fr. AF. ena-

mayller, fr. ist en- and amayl, fr. OF. esmail (F.

email), which is a Teut. loan word. Cp. OHG.
smelzen, OE. meltan, 'to melt', and see melt,

smelt.

Derivatives: enamel, n., enamal(l)-er, n., enamel-

(tying, verbal n.

enamor, enamour, tr. v. — OF. enamourer, fr. ist

en- and amour, 'love', fr. L. amorem, ace. of

amor. See amorous.

Derivatives: enamo(u)r-ed, adj., enamo(u)r-ed-

ness, n.

enanthema, n., an eruption on a mucous mem-
brane (med.) — Medical L., fr. 2nd en- and

Gk. iSv&7i(jia, 'efflorescence', fr. &i^oq, 'flower'.

See anther and cp. exanthema.

enantio-, combining form meaning 'opposite'. —
Gk. ivavTto-, fr. hux^-zio^, 'opposite', fr. ev (see

2nd en-), and avrio?, 'opposite', fr. avxt, 'over

against, opposite'. See anti-.

enantiopathy, n., allopathy. — Fr. Gk. £vav-

TiOTtaiHii;, 'of contrary properties', fr. ivavTio;,

'opposite', and -rzix^oc,, 'suffering'. See enantio-

and -patfay and cp. allopathy, homeopathy.

enartbrosis, n., a ball-and-socket joint (anat.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -osis fr. Gk.

Svap&po?, 'jointed', fr. ev (see 2nd en-) and

£p&pov, 'joint'. See arthro-, and cp. arthritis.

en bloc, in a lump. — F., fr. en, 'in', and bloc,

'block, lump'. See ist en- and block.

encaenia, n., annual ceremony of the dedication
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of a church; also annual ceremony at the Uni-

versity of Oxford, in commemoration of the

founders and benefactors. — L., 'a dedication',

fr. Gk. eyxaivia, 'feast of dedication', lit. 'feast

of renovation', fr. sv (see 2nd en-) and Katv6i;,

'new'. See recent and cp. kainite and words

there referred to.

encage, tr. v., to shut up in, or as in, a cage. —
Formed fr. ist en- and cage.

encamp, intr. and tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and

camp. Derivative : encamp-ment, n.

encase, tr. v., to put into a case. — Formed fr.

ist en- and case, 'chest'. Cp. enchase.

Derivative: encase-ment, n.

encash, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and cash.

Derivative: encash-ment, a.

encarpus, n., an ornament consisting of a festoon

of fruits, leaves, flowers, etc. — ModL., fr. Gk.

eyxapTTOi;, 'containing fruit', fr. Iv (see 2nd

en-) and xap7r6i;, 'fruit'. See carpel.

encaustic, adj., burnt in; prepared by heat. —
Lit., 'burnt in'; fr. Gk. eYxaucTix6<;, fr. sy
xauaxog, verbal adj. of hf/.aisiM, 'to bum in', fr.

ev (see 2nd en-) and xaiEiv, 'to bum'. See caustic.

encaustic, n. — L. encaustica, fr. Gk. eyKauaxtx-/)

(scil. Tiyyf]), 'encaustic art', fern, of iyKauaTtxAi;.

See caustic, adj.

-ence, sufF. forming abstract nouns denoting

action, process, state, or quality. — L. -entia,

either directly or through the medium of F.

-ence. L. -entia derives fr. -ens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, suflf. of the verbs of the second and third

conjugations. See -ent and -ce and cp. -ance.

Cp. also -ency.

enceinte, adj., pregnant (said of a woman). —
F., fr. Late L. incincta (whence also It. incinta,

OProveng. encencha), lit. 'without a girdle', fr.

L. priv. pref. in- and cincta, fem. of cinctus, pp.

of cingere, 'to gird'. See in-, 'not', and cincture.

enceinte, n., enclosure of a fortress. — F., fem.

pp. of enceindre, 'to gird, surround', fr. L. in-

cingere, of s.m., which is formed fr. in-, 'in', and

cingere, 'to gird'. See cincture and cp. prec. word.

Enceladus, n., a hundred-armed giant, who fought

against the gods ; Zeus hurled Mount Etna upon
him (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'ByxIXaSoi;.

Encelia, n., a genus of plants, the brittlebush

(6or.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ^yx^Xeiov, 'a little eel',

dimin. of ^yx^X-j;, 'eel'; so called in allusion

to the shape of the seeds. Gk. Sy/eXui; is of

uncertain origin. It possibly means, 'the snake-

like fish', and is a blend of Gk. iy:\c„ 'viper',

and the I.-E. base appearing in L. anguis,

'snake'. See anguine and cp. the first element in

Enchelycephali, For sense development cp. L.

anguilla, 'eel', prop, 'the snakelike fish', fr. an-

guis, 'snake' (see Anguilla).

encephalic, adj., pertaining to the brain. —
Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. ^yxiipaXoi;, 'brain',

which is short for 6 (J.UCX65 irfi(.&<fako<;, lit. 'the

marrow within the head', from the adj. tpii-

(paXo?, 'that which is within the head', fr. iv

(see 2nd en-) and xcipaXyj, 'head'. See cephalic

and cp. encephalon, anencephalic.

encephalitis, n., inflammation of the brain (med.)

— Medical L., formed with sufi'. -itis fr. Gk.

lyxEtpaXo?, 'brain'. See prec. word and cp.

next word.

encephalon, n., the brain (anat.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. eyxecpaXoi;, 'brain'. See encephalic and

cp. metencephalon, rhinencephalon.

enchain, tr. v. — OF. enchainer (F. enchamer),

VL. *incatendre, fr. ist in- and L. catendre, 'to

chain', fr. catena, 'chain'. See chain.

Derivative: enchain-ment, n.

enchant, tr. v., to bewitch; to charm. — OF.

(= F.) enchanter, fr. L. incantdre, 'to chant a

magic formula, bewitch, enchant', fr. ist en-

and chanter, 'to sing, fr. L. cantdre. See cant,

'slang of beggars', and cp. accent, chant, dis-

enchant, incantation.

Derivatives: enchant-er, n., enchant-ing, adj.,

enchant-ing-ly, adv., enchantment ((^.v .), enchant-

ress, n.

enchantment, n. — OF. (= F.) enchantement, fr.

enchanter. See enchant and -ment.

enchase, tr. v. — F. enchdsser, fr. 1st en- and

chdsse, 'box, case, frame'. See chase, 'frame",

and cp. encase, casement.

Enchelycepliali, n. pi., an order of Apodes, the

common eels (ichthyol.) — ModL., com-

pounded of Gk. ey^eXu;, 'eel', and >cE(paX7;,

'head'. See Encelia and cephalic.

enchiridion, n., a handbook. — Late L., fr. Gk.

ey/etpiSiov, 'handbook', prop. neut. of iyx^'-

piSioi;, 'that which is held in the hand', used as

a noun, fr. ev (see 2nd en-) and x^^p, 'hand'. See

chiro-.

enchondroma, n., a cartilaginous tumor (med.) —
Medical L., coined by the German physiologist

and anatomist John Miiller (1801-58) fr. Gk.

^yxovSpo?, 'cartilaginous', and suff". -oma. Gk.

gyXovSpo? is formed fr. sv (see 2nd~en-) and

XovSpoi;, 'corn, grain, groat; cartilage'. See

chondro-.

enchorial, adj., pertaining to a country; native;

said esp. of demotic writing.— A hybrid formed

with adj. sulT. -al fr. Gk. eyxcoptoi;, 'of the

country, domestic, native', fr. ev (see 2nd en-)

and x<»>P^> 'place, land, country'. See chori-.

enchymatous, adj., distended by infusion (biol.)

— Formed with suff. -ous fr. Gk. tf/yy.a., gen.

^yX'V°'"°?> 'filling (of a vessel), infusion', fr.

iyxeiv, 'to pour in', fr. 4v (see 2nd en-) and x^iv,

'to pour'. See chyme and -ma and cp. collen-

chyma, mesenchyma, parenchyma, prosenchyma,

sclerenchyma.

encina, n., a spe:;ies of live oak (Quercus agri-

folia). — Sp., fr. Late L. Ilicina, 'holm oak'

(whence also It. elcina, Catal. alsina. Port, en-

zinha), prop. fem. of lliclnus, 'of a holm oak',

used as a noun, fr. L. ilex, gen. -ilicis, 'holm

oak'. See ilex.

encircle, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and circle.

t
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Derivatives: encircle-ment, n., encircl-er, n.

enclasp, tr. v. — Lit. 'to take into one's clasp',

fr. ist en- and clasp.

enclave, tr. v., to enclose within alien territory.—
F. enclaver, fr. VL. *incldvdre, 'to lock with a
key' (whence also OProven?. enclavar, 'to put

in, enclave'. Rum. tncheid, 'to close'), fr. L. in

(see in-, 'in') and cldvis, 'key'. See clavicle and
cp. clef.

Derivatives: enclave, n. (q.v.), enclave-ment, n.

enclave, n., a territory enclosed by the territory

of a foreign country. — F., fr. enclaver. See
enclave, v. and cp. exclave.

enclitic, adj., dependent on the preceding word
(said of a word which has no accent but forms
a mere suffix to the preceding word). — Late
L. encliticus, fr. Gk. iyxXiTixig, 'throwing its

accent back', lit. 'leaning on', from the verbal

adj. stem of lyxXfvsiv, 'to bend, lean on', fr.

Iv (see 2nd en-) and xXfvsiv, 'to lean'. See

clinical and cp. proclitic.

Derivative : enclitic-al-ly, adv.

enclose, inclose, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) enclos,

fem. enclose, pp. of enclore, 'to enclose', fr. VL.
'inclaudere, refashioned (after claudere, 'to shut,

close') fr. L. includere, 'to shut in, enclose'. See

include.

enclosure, n. — OF., fr. enclos, pp. oi enclore. See

prec. word and -ure.

encloud, tr. v., to envelop in a cloud. — Formed
fr. 1st en- and cloud.

encomiast, n., one who writes or utters an en-

comium. — Gk. 4yx(o(jiia(j-r7](;, 'one who prai-

ses', fr. eyxco[jiia!^£iv, 'to praise', fr. lyxtofjiiov,

'panegyric, encomium'. See encomium.
encomiastic, adj., pertaining to an encomium or

encomiast. — Gk. lyxu|xia(iTtx(5<;, fr. syxM-
pitaCTTYji;. See prec. word and -ic.

encomium, n., panegyric, eulogy; praise. — L.,

fr. Gk. 4yx(i[ii.ov, 'panegyric, eulogy', fr. Iv

(see 2nd en-) and xtojAoi;, 'banquet, revelry; an
ode sung at festivities'. See comedy.

encompass, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and corn-

Derivatives : encompass-er,n
.
, encompass-ment,n

.

encore, interj. used in the sense 'again'. — F.,

'again, still, yet', fr. L. hanc ad hdram, 'to this

hour'. L. hanc is ace. of haec, fem. of hie, 'this'

;

see hodiernal and cp. haecceity. For L. ad, 'to,

toward', see ad-. L. hdram is ace. of hdra,

'hour'; see hour. It. ancora, 'again, still, yet',

is a French loan word.

Derivative: encore, n. and tr. v.

encounter, tr. and intr. v. — OF, encontrer, 'to

meet*, fr. VL. *incontrdre, fr. L. in (see in-, 'in')

and contra, 'against, opposite'. See contra- and
cp. counter, v.

encounter, n. — OF. encontre, fr. encontrer. See
encounter, v.

encourage, tr. v. — OF. encoragier (F. encou-

rager), fr. ist en-, and courage, 'courage'. See
coasage and cp. discoorage.

Derivatives: encourage-ment, n., encourag-er,

n., encourag-ing, adj., encourag-ing-ly, adv.

encrimson, tr. v., to make crimson. — Formed
fr. 1st en- and crimson.

encrinite, n., a fossil crinoid (paleont.)— Formed
fr. 2nd en- and Gk. xptvov, 'lily'. See crinoid.

encroach, intr. v., to trespass. — ME. encrochen,

fr. OF. encrochier, 'to catch in a hook', fr. ist

en- and croc, 'hook'. See crochet and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives: encroach-er, n., encroach-ment, a.

encrust, incrust, tr. v. — F. incruster, fr. L. in-

crustdre, 'to cover with a crust', fr. in-, 'in' and
crusta, 'crust'. See crust and cp. F, encrouter,

'to incrust ; to plaster (walls)', which is a doublet

of incruster.

Derivative : encrust-ment, n.

encumber, tr. v., i) to hinder; 2) to burden. —
OF. (= F.) encombrer, 'to block up, obstruct',

fr. 1st en- and combre, 'things thrown down,
abatis', fr. VL. combrus. See cumber.

Derivatives: encumber-er, n., encumber-ment, n.

encumbrance, n. — OF. encombrance, fr. en-

combrer. See prec. word and -ance.

Derivative : encumbranc-er, n.

-ency, suff. denoting quality or state. — Fr. L.

-entia (either directly, or through the medium
of F. -ence), hence derivatively identical with

-ence (q.v.) Cp. -ancy.

encyclic, encyclical, adj., circular, general. —
Late L. encyclicus, for L. encyclius, fr. Gk.
lyxuxXto;;, 'in a circle, circular', fr. Iv (see 2nd
en-) and x'jv.Xoq, 'circle'. See cycle and -ic,

resp. also -al.

encyclic, encyclical, n., an encyclical letter, esp.

one sent by the Pope to all the bishops. — See

encyclic, adj.

encyclopedia, encyclopaedia, n. — Late L. ency-

clopaedia, fr. inexact Gk. lyxuxXoTratSetS, for

lyxuxXioc; TratSsia, 'circular education, general

education', lit. 'training in a circle'. See en-

cyclic and pedo- and cp. cyclopedia.

Derivatives: encyclop(a)edi-ac, encyclop(a)edi-

ac-al, encyclop(a)edi-al, encyclop{a)edi-an, en-

cyclop{a)ed-ic, encyclop(a)ed-ic-al, adjs., ency-

clop(a)ed-ic-al-ly, adv., encyclop{a)ed-ism, n.,

encyclop(a)ed-ist, n., encyclop(a)€d-ize, tr. v.

encyst, tr. v., to enclose in a cyst. — Formed fr.

2nd en- and cyst.

Derivatives; encyst-ation, n., encyst-ment, n.

end, n. — ME. ende, fr. OE, ende, rel. to OS.

endi, OFris. enda, ODu. ende, Du. einde, ON.
endir, endi, 'end', OHG. anti, enti, 'top, fore-

head, end', MHG., G. ende, Goth, andeis, 'end'.

All these words orig. meant 'the opposite side',

fr. I.-E. base *anta-, *anti-, 'opposite, in front

of, before', whence also OI. dntah, 'end, border,

boundary', Toch. A antus, 'end', Hitt. hanti,

'opposite', hantezzi, 'the first', Olr. etan (for

*ant-ono-), 'forehead', L. antiae, 'the hair grow-
ing on the forehead, forelocks', ante, 'in front

of, before', Gk. Avrt, 'against'. See ante-, antI-
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and cp. antiae and the second element in

Vedanta.

Derivatives: end-er, n., end-ing, n., endless (q.v.)

end, intr. and tr. v. — OE. endian, fr. ende, 'end'.

See end, n.

end-, form of endo- before a vowel.

Endamoeba, n., a genus of parasitic amoebae
(zool.) — ModL., compounded of end- and
amoeba.

endanger, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and danger,

endaortic, adj., pertaining to the interior of the

aorta. — Compounded of end-, aorta and -ic.

endear, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and dear.

Derivatives; endear-ing, adj., endear-ing-ly, adv.,

endear-ment, n.

endeavor, endeavour, intr. v. — ME. endever, fr.

1st en- and dever, 'duty' ; see devoir. Accordingly

ME. endever lit. means 'in duty', and is used

elliptically for 'to be in duty, to do one's duty'.

Cp. F. se metire en devoir defaire quelque chose,

'to set about doing something'.

Derivatives: endeavo{u)r, n., endeavo(u)r-er, n.

endeictic, adj., serving to demonstrate. — Gk.
4vSeixTix6?, fr. ^vSeixviivai, 'to show, point

out, demonstrate', fr. hi (see 2nd en-) and
Seixvijvai, 'to show', which is cogn. with L. di-

cere, 'to say, tell'. See diction and -ic and cp.

apodictic.

endemic, adj., prevalent in a particular region or

group.— Formed with sufT. -ic fr. Gk. lvS:^[jt.toi;,

&)S7i[jio?, dwelling in a place, native', fr. h) (see

2nd en-) and S?it'-o?> 'people'. See demos and cp.

epidemic

Derivatives: endemic, n., endemic-al-ly, adv.,

endemic-ity, n., endem-ism, n.

endemiology, n., the study of endemic diseases.

— Compounded of Gk. £vSr][jiio? (see prec.

word) and -'Koyloi., fr. -Xdyo?, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See -logy. Cp. epidemiology,

endermic, adj., acting through the skin {med.) —
Formed fr. 2nd en- and Gk. 8£pfia, 'skin'. See

derma and -ic and cp. epidermic

endive, n., a kind of chicory used in salads. —
F., fr. ML. endivia, fr. MGk. Svrupov (pro-

nounce cndibo), fr. Gk. hruJ^ioi (pi.), ult. fr.

Egypt, tybi, 'January'; so called because this

plant grows in Egypt in the month of January.

L. intubus and intybum, 'endive', also derive fr.

Gk. ^vTiipioi.

endless, adj. — ME. endelees, fr. OE. endeleas,

which is compounded of ende, 'end', and leas,

'devoid of. See end, n., and -less.

Derivatives: endless-ly, adv., endless-ness, n.

endo-, before a vowel also end-, combining form

meaning 'within'. — Gk. ^i;So-, 4vS-, fr. SvSov,

'within', lit. 'in the house', fr. h> (see 2nd en-) and
the base of S6{xo;, 'house'. See dome, 'a building'.

endocardial, adj., i) situated within the heart;

2) pertaining to the endocardium {anal.) — Lit.

'within the heart', fr. endo- and Gk. xapSla,

'heart'. See cardio-.

endocarditis, n., inflammation of the endocar-

dium (med.)— Medical L., coined by the French

physician Jean Bouillaud (1796-1881) about

1835 from next word and suff. -itis.

endocardium, n., the serous membrane lining the

cavities of the heart (anat.) — Medical L. See

endocardial and cp. epicardium, pericardium.

endocarp, n., the inner wall of the pericarp {bot.)

— See endo- and carpel and cp. epicarp,

pericarp.

endocrine, adj., secreting internally (said of cer-

tain glands iphysiol.) — Compounded of endo-

and Gk. xpfvetv, 'to separate'. See critic.

endoderm, n., the epithelium lining the alimentary

canal.— Lit. 'inner skin', coined by the German
physician Robert Remak ( 1 8 1 5-65) fr. endo- and

derm. Cp. ectoderm, mesoderm.

Derivative: endoderm-ic, adj.

endodontitis, n., inflammation of the pulp of a

tooth called also pulpitis {med.) — Medical L.,

coined fr. end-, odont- and suff'. -itis.

endogamy, n., marriage within the tribe or clan

{anthropol.) — Lit. 'in-marriage' ; compounded
of endo- and -gamy. Cp. exogamy.

Derivatives: endogam-ic, endogam-ous, adjs.

Endogenae, n. pi., an obsoletename of the Mono-
cotyledones {bot.)— ModL., lit. 'growing with-

in' (see endo- and -gen); so called because the

stems were erroneously supposed to grow from

within. Cp. Exogenae.

endogenous, adj., growing from within {biol.) —
See prec. word and -genous and cp. exogenous.

endolymph, n., the fluid in the labyrinth of the

ear {anat.)— Compounded of endo- and lymph.

endomorpb, n., a crystal enclosed in another

{mineral.) — Compounded of endo- and Gk.

^opipr), 'form, shape'. See morpho-.

Derivative: endomorph-ic, adj.

endoparasite, n., an internal parasite (as e.g. a

tapeworm). — Compounded of endo- and

parasite.

endoplasm, n., the inner layer of protoplasm in

a cell {biol.) — Compounded of endo- and

plasm. Cp. ectoplasm.

endoplast, n., the nucleus of a protozoan (biol.)—
Compounded of endo- and -plast. Cp. ectoplast.

endopleura, n., the inner integument of a seed

{bot.) — Compounded of endo- and pleura.

endorse, indorse, tr. v. — Fr. earlier endosse, fr.

OF. (= F.) endosser, lit. 'to put on the back of,

fr. en- (see 1st en-) and VL. dossum, assimilated

form of L. dorsum, 'back'; see dorsal and cp.

dosser, dossier. E. endorse was assimilated in

form to ML. indorsdre.

Derivatives: endors-ee, n., endorse-ment, n., en-

dors-er, n.

endosarc, n,, the endoplasm {zool.)— Compoun-
ded of endo- and Gk. <jap5, gen. aapx6i;, 'flesh'.

See sarco-.

endoscope, n., an instrument for examining the

interior of cavities in the body {med.) — Coined

by its inventor Desormeaux in 1852 fr. endo-
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and Gk. -ay.6mo\), fr. oxoTretv, 'to look at,

examine'. See -scope.

endoskeleton, n., the internal skeleton of verte-

brates, in contradistinction to the exoskeleton

of invertebrates, crustaceans, etc. {zool.) —
Compounded of endo- and skeleton. The term

endoskeleton was introduced into science by the

Enghsh anatomist Sir Richard Owen (1804-92).

Cp. exoskeleton, splanchnoskeleton.

Derivative: endoskelet-al, adj.

endosmosis, n., inward osmosis {physiol.) —
Compounded of end- and osmosis. Cp. exos-

mosis.

endosperm, n., nutritive matter formed in the em-
bryo sac of seed plants {bot.) — Compounded
of endo- and sperm.

endospore, n., the inner layer of a spore {bot.,

zool. and bacterial.) — Compounded of endo-

and spore.

endosteum, n., the lining of the medullary cavity

in bones {anat.)— Medical L., compounded of

end- and Gk. Scrx^ov, 'bone'. See osteo-.

endostosis, n., bone formation beginning in the

substance of a cartilage {anat.) — Medical L.,

lit. 'bone increase from within', compounded of

endo- and -ostosis. Cp. exostosis.

endothecium, n., the inner lining of the cavity of

an anther {bot) — ModL., lit. 'inner case', fr.

endo- and Gk. tWjzt), 'case'. See theca and cp.

exothecium.

endothelium, n., a tissue which lines internal

cavities of the body {anat.) — Medical L., com-

pounded of endo- and Gk. &7]Xt|, 'teat, nipple'.

See thely- and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: endotheli-al, adj.

endow, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) endouer, fr. ist en-

and douer, 'to bestow, endow', fr. L. dotare, 'to

endow', prop, 'to provide with a dowry', fr. dos,

gen. dotis, 'marriage portion, dowry'. See dower,

dowry.

Derivatives : endow-er, n., endow-ment, n.

Endromis, n., a genus of moths, the Kentish glory

{entomol) — ModL., fr. Gk. IvSpojit.;, gen.

^iiSpojjitSoi;, 'a thick cloak worn by runners' fr.

hi (see 2nd en-) and 8p(i(xo?, 'running course,

race'; see dromedary. The genus was called En-

dromis in allusion to the hairy body.

endue, indue, tt,v., i) to put on (a garment); 2) to

invest; 3) to endow. — ME. endewen, fr. OF.
enduire, fr. L. indHcere, 'to lead into', fr. in,

'in', and dUcere, 'to lead' (see in-, 'in', and duke);

influenced both in form and sense by a con-

fusion with L. induere, 'to put on' and with E.

endow.

endure, tr. and intr. v. — OF. endurer, fr. L. in-

dOrdre, 'to make hard, harden', fr. in-, 'in', and
dUrdre, 'to make hard, harden', fr. ddrus, 'hard'.

See dure, adj., and cp. indurate.

Derivatives: endur-able, adj., endur-abil-ity, n.,

endur-able-ness, n., endur-abl-y, adv., endur-

ance, n., endur-ant, adj., endur-er, a., endur-ing,

adj., endur-ing-ly, adv., endur-ing-ness, n.

Endymion, n., a beautiful youth loved by the

Greek moon goddess Selene {Greek mythol.) —
L., fr. Gk. 'Ev8u[i.t(ov, lit. prob. 'Diver, Plunger',

fr. ivSiieiv, 'to enter into, sink into', fr. hi (see

2nd en-) and Siisiv, 'to enter into, sink into,

plunge into, dive; to set' (prop, 'to dive into

the sea'; said of the sun and stars). According

to the opinion of several scholars Endymion was

orig. worshiped as a solar deity and his name

is a personification of the Setting Sun Sinking

into the Sea. See adytum and cp. Anadyomene.

endysis, n., the act of developing a new coat of

hair, etc. {biol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. IvSuait;, 'a

putting on', fr. htSievj, 'to enter into; to put

on', fr. hi (see 2nd en-) and Sustv, 'to enter;

to put on' (lit. 'to enter into'). See adytum and

cp. ecdysis, ependyma. Cp. also prec. word.

-ene, sufF. used to form names of unsaturated

hydrocarbons {chem.) — Gk. -rjvi^, fem. patro-

nymic suflf.

Eneas, masc. FN. — L. Aeneas, fr. Gk. Aiveiai;,

lit. 'praiseworthy', fr. alvo?, 'tale, story, saying;

praise'. See enigma.

enema, n., injection of a fluid into, the rectum

{med.) — Late L., fr. Gk. £ve(xa, 'injection,

clyster', fr. iviivai, 'to throw in, send in', fr. hi

(see 2nd en-) and i£vai, 'to send, throw,

project', which stands for *yi-ye-nai and is cogn.

with L. jacere, 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt

forth', and cp. words there referred to.

enemy, n. — OF. enemi (F. ennemi), fr. L. ini-

micus, 'hostile, unfriendly; an enemy', fr. in-,

'not', and amicus, 'friend'. Cp. It. nemico. Prov-

en?, enemic, Catal. enamic, Sp. enemigo. Port.

inimigo, which all derive fr. L. inimicus, and

see amicable. Cp. also enmity, inimicaL

energetic, adj. — Gk. 4vepyyitix6i;, 'able to act

upon', fr. ivEpyeiv, 'to work, be strenuous, act

upon', fr. IvEpyrii;, later form of ^vEpyic, 'at

work, active'. See energy and -ic.

Derivatives: energetics, n. pi., energetic-al-ly,

adv., energet-ic-ist, n., energet-ist-ic, adj.

energumen, n., a demoniac; a fanatic. — Late L.

energQmenos, 'one possessed of the devil', fr.

Gk. IvepYoujicvo?, pass. pres. part, of 4vep-yeiv,

'to act upon'. See energy. For the suff. see alum-

nus and cp. words there referred to.

energy, n. — Late L. energia, fr. Gk. ^vfpysta,

'energy, efficiency', which was formed by Aris-

totle fr. hitpxhi' 'ater form of hicpyiii, 'at

work, active', fr. hi (see 2nd en-) and ^pyov,

'work'. See ergon and cp. allergy, anergy.

Derivatives: energ-ic, adj. (rare), energ-ize, tr.

and intr. v., energ-iz-er, n.

enervate, tr. v. — L. enervdtus, pp. of enervdre,

'to enervate, weaken', fr. e- and nervus, 'nerve,

sinew'. See nerve and verbal suff. -ate.

enervate, adj.— L. enervdtus, pp. oi enervdre. See

enervate, v.

enervation, n. — L. enervdtio, gen. -onis, fr. ener-

vdtus, pp. of enervdre. See enervate, v., and -ion.

enfoce, tr. v., to write (print, etc.) on the face (of



enfeeble

a document). — Formed fr. ist en- and face.

enfeeble, tr. v. — OF. enfeblir, fr. ist en- and
feble, 'feeble'. See feeble.

enfeoff, tr. v., to invest with a fief. — AF. enfe-

offer, corresponding to OF. enfeffer, enfieffer.

See ist en- and feoff, fief.

Derivative: enfeoff-ment, n.

Enfield rifle. — So called from the factory in En-
field in Middlesex, England, where it was first

manufactured.

enfilade, n., gunfire sweeping from flank to flank.

— F., fr. enfiler, 'to thread (a needle); to en-

filade', fr. 1st en- and fil, 'thread'. See file,

'collection of papers', and -ade and cp. filament,

profile.

Derivative: enfilade, tr. v.

enfold, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and fold.

enforce, tr. v. — OF. enforcier, enforcer (F. en-

forcir), 'to strengthen', fr. VL. *mfortidre, 'to

make strong', fr. in- 'in', and fortis, 'strong'.

See force. Derivatives: enforce-able, adj.,

enforc-ed-ly, adv., enforcement (q.v.), enforc-er, n.

enforcement, n. — OF., fr. enforcer. See prec.

word and -ment.

enfranchise, tr. v., to admit to citizenship. — OF.
enfranchiss-, pres. part, stem of enfranchir, fr.

1 st en- and franchir, 'to set free', fr. franc, fem.

franche, 'free'. See franchise.

Derivatives: enfranchis-er, n., enfranchise-ment,
n.

engage, tr. and intr. v. — F. engager, fr. ist en-

and gage, 'pledge'. See gage.

Derivatives: engag-ed, adj., engage-ment, n.,

engag-er, n., engag-ing, adj., engag-ing-ly, adv.
engender, tr. v. — F. engendrer, fr. L. ingenerdre,

'to implant, produce, engender', fr. in-, 'in', and
generdre, 'to produce, engender'. See ingener-

ate, v.

Derivatives: engender-er, n., engender-ment, n.

engine, n. — OF. engin, 'skill; invention; ma-
chine, engine', fr. L. ingenium, 'nature, natural

disposition, talent, ability', fr. in-, 'in', and the

stem of gignere (perf. genui), 'to beget'. See
genus and cp. genius, ingenious.

Derivatives: engineer (q.v.), engin-ery, n.

engine, tr. v. — Partly fr. OF. enginier, 'to con-
trive, invent', fr. ML. ingenidre, fr. L. ingenium,

partly directly fr. engine, n.

engineer, n. — Formed fr. engine with suff. -eer.

Derivatives : engineer, tr. and intr. v., engineer-

ing, n.

England, n. — OE. Engla land, lit. 'land of the

Angles' ; see next word and land. For the con-
traction of OE. Engla land into England see

haplology.

Derivative: England-er, n.

English, adj. and n. — OE. Englisc, Aenglisc,

"English', fr. Engle, Angle, name of a Teutonic
tribe that settled in Britain, prop, 'the people
coming from Angul'. See Angle and adj. sufT. -ish.

Derivatives: English, tr. v., English-ry, n.

engorge, tr. v.— F. engorger, 'to obstruct, block

;
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to congest' (mcrf.) See ist en- and gorge.

Derivative: engorge-ment, n.

engrail, tr. v., i) to indent {her.); 2) to adorn. —
ME. engrailen, fr. OF. engresler (F. engreler),

fr. 1st en- and gresle (F. grele), 'hail', fr. griler,

'to hail', which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: engrail-ed, adj., engrail-ment, n.

engrain, tr. v., l) to ingrain; 2) to grain in imi-

tation of wood. — ME. engreynen, lit. 'to dye
in grain', fr. OF. (= F.) en graine, 'in grain',

fr. en, 'in' (see ist en-), and graine, 'seed ofplants

;

cochineal; scarlet grain', fr. L. grdna, pi. ofgrd-

num, 'grain, seed', which was mistaken for a fem.

singular. The French language differentiates

between grain (fr. L. grdnum), 'grain, berry'

and graine (fr. L. grdna), 'seed of plants'.

Cp. also It. and Sp. grano, 'grain', grana, 'seed

of plants; cochineal; scarlet grain', and see

grain. Cp. also ingrain, which is a var. of en-

grain.

engrave, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and grave,

'to carve'.

Derivatives: engrav-ed, adj., engrave-ment, n.,

engrav-er, n., engrav-ing, n.

engross, tr. v., to write in large letters.— AF. en-

grosser, fr. F. en grosse, 'in large letter', fr. en,

'in' (see ist en-), and grosse, 'large writing',

prop, fem of gros, 'big, bulky, thick', fr. Late
L. grossus. See gross.

Derivatives: engross-ed, adj. engross-ment, n.

engross, tr. v., to monopolize, absorb. — The
orig. meaning was 'to buy up the whole of a
commodity' ; fr. F. acheter en gros, 'to buy whole-
sale', fr. en gros, 'in a bulk; wholesale', fr. en,

'in' (see ist en-), and gros, 'big, bulky, thick', fr.

Late L. grossus. See gross and cp. prec. word.
Derivatives : engross-ed, adj., engross-ed-ly, adv.,

engross-ing, adj., engross-ing-ly, adv., engross-

ing-ness, n., engross-ment, n.

engulf, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and gulf.

Derivative: e/i^w//-OTe«/, n.

engyscope, n., a kind of microscope (optics). —
Compounded ofGk. t'fyuq, 'near', and -oxdmov,
fr. CTxoTrciv, 'to look at, examine'. The first ele-

ment is prob. formed fr. kv (see 2nd en-) and
*Yiia, 'hand', and lit. means 'that which is at

hand'. Cp. ^yyiir], 'surety, security, bail', prop,
'pledge put into one's hand', which is prob.

also formed fr. 4v and *Yua. Gk. 'yua is cogn.
with Avestic gava, 'both hands'. Both these

words derive fr. I.-E. base *geu-, 'to bend, curve,

arch' ; see cove and cp. words there referred to.

For the sense development of Gk. tfyix;, 'near',

lit. 'at hand', cp. L. comminus, 'close at hand',

which is formed fr. OL. com (= L. cum), 'with',

and manus, 'hand'; cp. also E. at hand, G. vor-

handen, 'existing', lit. 'before the hands', and
Heb. 'a/ yad, 'next to, near', lit. 'on, or by, the

hand'. For the second element in engyscope see

-scope. Cp. telengyscope.

enhance, tr. v., to raise, increase. — ME. en-
hauncen, fr. AF. enhauncer, prob. a corruption
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of OF. enhaucer, fr. VL. *inaltidre, 'to raise',

fr. in-, 'in, upon', and *altidre, 'to raise', ft. L.

altus, 'high'. See ist en- and alt and cp. hance,

hawser.

Derivatives: enhanc-ed, adj., enhance-ment, n.,

enhanc-er, n.

enharmonic, n., pertaining to tones derived from
different degrees, but practically of the same
pitch {mus.) — Late L. enharmonicus, fr. Gk.

£vap[iovix6(;, svap[xovi6:;, 'musical, harmonious,

enharmonic', fr. Iv (see 2nd en-) and apjiovta,

'harmony'. See harmony.

Derivatives: enharmonic, n., enharmonic-al-ly,

adv.

Enid, fem. PN. — W., lit. 'soul' or 'purity'.

enigma, n., a riddle, puzzle. — L. aenigma, fr.

Gk. atvt-cfxa, gen. aEviyiiaxot;, 'dark saying,

riddle', fr. alviCTacafl-ai, 'to speak darkly, speak

in riddles', fr. aTvo?, 'tale, story, saying; praise;

proverb; riddle', which is of unknown origin.

Cp. Eneas.

Derivatives: enigmatic(al) (q.v.), enigmat-ist, n.,

enigmat-ize, tr. v.

enigmatic, enigmatical, adj., i) pertaining to an

enigma; 2) puzzling. — Late L. aenigmaticus

(whence also F. enigmatique), fr. aenigma, gen.

aenigmatis, fr. Gk. aiviyfia. See prec. word and

-ic, resp. also -al.

enigmatographer, n., a maker of enigmas. — See

next word and agential suff". -er.

enigmatography, n., the art of making enig-

mas. — Compounded of Gk. aivtyijia, gen.

aWiYfxaTOZ, 'riddle', and -Ypa9ia, fr. ypa(pEtv, 'to

write'. See enigma and -graphy.

enisle, tr. v., i) to place on an island ; 2) to make
an island of. — Formed fr. ist en- and isle.

enjambment, n., the running over of a sentence

into the next verse. — F. enjambement, fr. en-

jamber, 'to skip over', fr. ist en- and j'ambe, 'leg'.

See jamb and -ment.

enjoin, tr. v., l) to command; 2) to prohibit. —
ME. enjoignen, fr. F. enjoign-, stem of enjoindre,

'to enjoin, charge, direct', fr. L. injungere, 'to

join, attach; to charge, impose upon', fr. in-,

'in' and jungere, 'to join'. See join and cp. in-

junction.

Derivatives: enjoin-er, n., enjoin-ment, n.

enjoy, tr. v. — ME. enjoyen, fr. OF. enjofr, 'to

enjoy', fr. ist en- andjofr (V.jouir), fr. VL. *gau-

dire, formed (with change of conjugation) fr. L.

gaudere, 'to rejoice, be glad'. Cp. OProven?.

jauzir (fr. VL. *gaudire). It. godere (fr. L. gau-

dere), 'to rejoice', and see joy.

Derivatives: enjoy-able, adj., enjoy-able-ness, n.,

enjoy-abl-y, adv., enjoy-er, n., enjoy-ment, n.

enlace, tr. v. — F. enlacer, fr. L. inlaquedre, il-

laquedre, 'to ensnare, entangle', fr. in-, 'in' and

L. laqueus, 'noose, snare'. See lace.

Derivative: enlace-ment, n.

enlarge, v. — ME. enlargen, fr. OF. enlargier, en-

larger, fr. 1st en- and large, 'broad, wide'. See

large.

enormous

Derivatives: enlarg-ed, adj., enlarg-ed-ly, adv..

enlarg-ed-ness, n., enlarge-ment, n., enlarg-er, n.,

enlarg-ing-ly, adv.

enlighten, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and lighten.

Derivatives: enlighten-ed, adj., enlighten-ed-ly,

adv., enlighten-ed-ness, n., enlighten-ing, adj.,

enlighten-ing-ly, adv., enlighten-ment, n.

enlist, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and

list, 'roll, catalogue'.

Derivatives: enlist-er, n., enlist-ment, n.

enliven, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en-, life (cp. the

plural lives) and verbal suff. -en.

Derivatives: enliven-er, n., enliven-ing, adj., en-

liven-ing-ly, adv.

en masse, in a mass, by the bulk, as a whole. —
F., fr. en, 'in', and masse, 'mass'. See ist en-

and mass, 'quantity, size'.

enmesh, tr. v.— Formed fr. ist en- and mesh (q.v.)

Derivative : enmesh-ment, n.

enmity, n. — ME. enemyte, fr. OF. enemistie, fr.-

VL. *inimicitdtem, ace. of *inimicitds, cor-

responding to L. inimlcitia, 'enmity, hostility',

fr. inimJcus, 'enemy'. See enemy and -ity and

cp. amity.

ennea-, combining form meaning 'nine'. — Fr.

Gk. Ivvea, 'nine', which stands for*^vv£-a.

*4vfa-, and is cogn. with OI. ndva, L. novem,

Goth, niun, OE. nigon, 'nine'. See nine and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also ennead.

enneacontahedron, n., a polyhedron with ninety

faces. — Compounded of Gk. *EvvEa>£ovT3£.

'ninety', and eSpa, 'side, face'. *'Ew£dxo\iTa is

erroneously formed fr. Evvra, 'nine'; the correct

form is IvevYiHovra. See ennea- and -hedron.

For the suff. -xovxa (in *£vveaxovTa, ^vevr,-

xovTa) see penteconta-.

ennead, n., a group of nine things. — From Gk.

^vvea?, gen. svvedtSo!;, 'a group of nine', fr. hrdoi.

See ennea- and -ad.

Derivative: ennead-ic, adj.

ennoble, tr. v.— F. ennoblir. See 1st en- and noble.

Derivatives: ennoble-ment, n., ennobl-er, n., en-

nobl-ing, adj., ennobl-ing-ly, adv.

ennui, n., weariness, boredom. — F., fr. OF.

enui, back formation fr. enuier (F. ennuyer). See

annoy, v. and n.

Enoch, masc. PN.; i) the eldest son of Cain;

2) the father of Methuselah (Bible). — Late L.

Enoch, fr. Gk. 'Evcix, fr. Heb. HanSkh, lit. 'de-

dicated, consecrated', fr. hdndkh, 'he dedicated,

consecrated', whence also hdnukkd'', 'dedicat-

ion', consecration'. See Hanukkah.

enorm, adj., i) abnormal (obsol.); 2) enormous:

outrageous (archaic). — F. enorme, fr. L. endr-

mis, 'irregular, unusual, enormous, immense', fr.

e norma, 'out of rule', fr. e, 'out of (see e-), and

norma, abl. of norma, 'rule, pattern'. See norm.

enormity, n. — F. enormite, fr. L. endrmitdtem,

ace. of endrmitds, 'hugeness, vastness', fr. enor-

mis. See prec. word and -ity.

enormous, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L.

enormis. See enorm.
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Derivatives : enormous-ly, adv. , enormous-ness, n.

Enos, masc. PN. ; in the Bible, son of Seth. —
Gk.'Ev(05, fr. Heb. Endsh, lit. 'man', rel. to Heb.
nashtm, 'women', Ish (for insh), 'man', Arab.
ins (coll.), 'men, people', and prob. also to

Arab, dnisa, 'he joined, was friendly', Akkad.
eneshu, to unite, join (intr.)

enough, adj. — ME. inogh, enogh, enouh, fr. OE.
genoh, rel. to OS. ginog, ON. gnogr, Swed. nog,

Dan. nok, OFris. enoch, Du. genoeg, OHG. ginu-

og{i), MHG. genuoc, G. genug, Goth, ganohs,

'enough', OE. geneah, OHG. ginah, Goth.ganah,

'it suffices', fr. I.-E. base *enelc-, *nek-, *^-, 'to

reach, attain, carry', whence also OI. asnSti,

Avestic ashnaoiti, 'reaches, arrives at', OI. na-

sati, Avestic nasaiti, 'reaches', OI. drjtsah,

'portion, part', Avestic qsa-, 'party', Hitt. nakish,

'heavy', nikzi, 'rises', ninikzi, 'hfts, raises', Gk.
Jv-eyxEiv, 'to bear, carry', SiTivexTj?, Att. Siave-

xi^?, 'continuous, unbroken' (which are prob. a
contraction of *8ia-7)vexif]q and lit. mean 'capa-

ble of being carried through', fr. Sta, 'through',

and JveyxsTv, 'to carry'), Syxo?, 'bulk, size, mass,
body', L. nancisci (for na-n-c-iscl), perf. nactus

sum, 'to reach, obtain', OSlav. nesg, nesti, Lith.

nesii, nisti, Lett, nesu, nest, 'to bear, carry',

Lith. nastd, 'burden', and perh. also Toch. A
ents-, B enk-, 'to seize, take'. Cp. onco-, 'bulk,

size'.

Derivatives : enough, n. and adv.

enounce, tr. v., i) to state publicly; 2) to utter. —
F. enoncer, fr. L. enuntiare, 'to divulge, disclose,

report, say, declare', fr. e- and niintidre, 'to an-

nounce, declare*, fr. nUntius, 'messenger'. See

nuncio and cp. enunciate. Cp. also announce
and words there referred to.

Derivative: enounce-ment, n.

enow, adj. n. and adv., enough. — ME. inowe;

an archaic var. of enough.

en passant, by the way. — F., lit. 'in passing', fr.

en, 'in' and passant, pres. part, of passer, 'to

pass'. See ist en-, pass and -ant.

enquire, enquiry. — See inquire, inquiry.

enrage, tr. and intr. v. — OF. (= F.) enrager,

formed fr. ist en- and rage, 'rage, fury'. See
rage.

Derivatives: enrag-ed, adj., enrag-ed-ly, adv.,

enrag-ed-ness, n.

enrapt, adj., enraptured. — Formed fr. ist en-

and rapt; introduced by Shakespeare.

enrapture, tr. v.— Formed fr. ist en- and rapture.

Derivative: enraptur-er, n.

enravish, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and ravish.

enregister, tr. v.— F. enregistrer, 'to enter into a
register', fr. ist en- and registre. See regKter.

Derivatives: enregistr-ation, n., enregistr-y, n.

enrich, tr. v. — F. enrichir, formed fr. 1st en-

and riche, 'rich'. See rich.

Derivatives: enrich-er, n., enrich-ing, adj., en-

rich-ing-ly, adv., enrich-ment, n.

enroll, enrol, tr. v. — ME. enrollen, fr. OF. en-

roller (F. enroler), 'to enter into a roll, enroll*.
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which is formed fr. ist en- and OF. rotte (F.

role). See roll, v. and n., and cp. role.

Derivatives: enroll-ed, adj., enroll-er, n., en-

rollment (q.v.)

enrollment, enrolment, n. — F. enrolement, fr.

enroler, to enroll'. See enrol and -ment.

en route, on the way. — F., fr. en, 'in, on', and
route, 'road, way, route'. See ist en- and route,

ens, n., being; entity (philos.)— Late L. ens (gen.

entis), back formation fr. est, 'is'. See esse and
cp. entity and the third word in dolce far niente.

ensample, n., an example (archaic.) — ME. en-

sample, fr. OF. ensample, a var. of essample,

fr. orig. example, exemple. See example and
cp. sample.

ensanguine, tr. v., to stain with blood. — Formed
fr. 1st en- and L. sanguis, gen. sanguinis, 'blood'.

See sanguine.

ensconce, tr. v., to conceal.— The original mean-
ing was 'to cover with a fort'. See ist en- and
sconce.

ensemble, n., the whole. — F., 'together', fr. L.

insimul, 'at the same time', which is formed fr.

in-, 'in', and simul, 'at the same time, together'.

See simultaneous and cp. assemble.

enshrine, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and shrine.

ensiform, adj., sword-shaped. — Compounded
of L. ensis, 'sword*, and forma, 'form, shape*.

The first element stands for *i}sis and is cogn.

with 01. asih, 'sword, butcher's knife*. For the

second element see form, n.

ensign, n., i) a flag; 2) in the United States Navy,

a commissioned officer of the lowest rank. —
OF. (= F.) enseigne, fr. L. insignia, pi. of in-

signe, 'mark, sign, badge of office', prop. neut.

of insignis, 'remarkable, noted, distinguished',

but mistaken in Vulgar Latin for a fem. sing,

noun. L. insignis is formed fr. in- 'in', and sig-

num, 'mark, sign'; see sign and cp. insignia. Cp.
also It. insegna, OProvenp. ensenha and OSp.
ensena, which all derive fr. L. Insignia.'

Derivative : ensign-cy, n.

ensign, tr. v., to distinguish. — OF. ensignier, en-

seignier, 'to point out, indicate, teach' (whence
F. enseigner, 'to teach'), fr. VL. *insigndre,

corresponding to L. insignire, 'to mark, dis-

tinguish', fr. in-, 'in' and signum, 'mark, sign'.

See sign, n., and cp. prec. word.

ensilage, n., the preservation of food in a silo. —
F. See next word and -age and cp. silage.

Derivative : ensilage, v.

ensile, tr. v., to preserve (food) in a silo. — F. en-

siler, fr. ist en- and silo, fr. L. sirus. See silo.

enslave, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and slave.

Derivatives: enslave-ment, n., enslav-er, n.

ensnare, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and snare.

Derivatives: ensnare-ment, n., ensnar-er, n.,

ensnar-ing-ly, adv.

enstatite, n., a magnesium silicate (mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. hati-rrfi,

'adversary'; so called in allusion to its refract-

ory nature. Gk. Jvcttoctt)? derives from the stem
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of eviaTiQ(j.t, 'I stand in; I oppose', fr. iv (see

2nd en-) and toT/)[jii, 'I cause to stand; I stand',

fr. I.-E. base *sta-, 'to stand', whence also L.

stare, 'to stand'. See state and cp. histo-.

ensue, tr. and intr. v. — OF. enseu, pp. of en-

suivre, 'to follow, ensue', fr. VL. *insequere, cor-

responding to L. Insequi, 'to follow, strive after',

fr. in-, 'in', and sequi, 'to follow'. See sequel and
cp. sue, suit, suite.

Derivatives: ensu-ing, adj., ensu-ing-ly, adv.

ensure, tr. v. — AF. enseurer, formed fr. ist

en- and OF. seur (whence F. sur), 'sure'. See

sure and cp. insive.

Derivative: ensur-er, n.

-ent, adj. and subst. suff. denoting an agent or

an instrument. — OF. and F. -ent, fr. L. -en-

tem, ace. of -ens, pres. part. suff. of verbs per-

taining to the II and III conjugation. See -ant

and cp. -ence, -ency.

entablature, n., a horizontal structure composed
of cornice, frieze and architrave and supported

by columns (archit.)— MF., fr. It. intavolatura,

fr. intavolare, fr. in- (fr. L. in) and tavola (fr. L.

tabula, 'board, plank, table'). See in-, 'in', table

and -ure.

Derivative: entablatur-ed, adj.

entablement, n., platform on which a statue

stands. — F., fr. VL. intabuldmentum, fr. in-,

'in', and L. tabuldmentum, 'boarding, flooring',

fr. tabula, 'table'. See table and -ment.

entail, tr. v., i) to bestow as a heritage; 2) to in-

volve.— Formed fr. ist en- and AF. tail, 'limit-

ation, limit of ownership', fr. OF. taillier (F.

tailler), 'to cut'. See tail, tailor.

Derivatives : entail, n., entail-er, n.,entail-ment, n.

entangle, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and tangle

(qv.)

Derivatives : e«/a«^/-eii, adj., entangl-ed-ly, adv.,

entangl-ed-ness, n., entangl-er, n., entangl-ing,

adj., entangl-ing-ly, adv.

entasia, n., tonic spasm (med.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. IvTatjti;, 'a stretching, straining'. See

next word and -ia.

entasis, n., convexity in the shaft of a column
(archit.) — ModL., fr. Gk. hnoimi;, 'a stretch-

ing', fr. ^TEivEiv, 'to stretch or strain tight',

fr. hj (see 2nd en-) and teIveiv, 'to stretch,

strain*. See tasimeter and cp. ectasis and words
there referred to.

entelechy, n., actuaUty as opposed to potentiality

(philos.) — L. entelechia, fr. Gk. ^vTsX^x^ta,

'full reality', coined by Aristotle fr. hrzskfjq,

'complete', and t^eiv, 'to have'. The first

element is formed fr. hi (see 2nd en-) and
TEAo?, 'end, perfection' ; see tele-. For the ety-

mology of i/siv see hectic.

entelins, n., name of the long-tailed monkey of

the East-Indies. — Named after Entellus, a

Sicilian hero, a pugilist, mentioned in the Ae-
neid (V, 387 foil.). The name is prob. related to

Entelta, a town in Sicily (now called Rocca
d'Entella).

entelodont, n., any animal that pertained to the

extinct genus Elotherium. — Compounded of

Gk. IvteXtj?, 'complete, fuUgrown', and oStov,

gen. 686vToq, 'tooth'. See entelechy and -odont.

entente, n., an understanding. — F., 'understand-

ing, agreement, skill, judgment', prop. fem. pp.

oi entendre, 'to hear, understand, intend, mean',

used as a noun. F. entendre orig. meant 'to

direct one's attention'. It derives fr. L. intendere,

'to stretch out, extend ; to direct'. See intend.

enter, tr. and intr. v.— ME. entren, fr. OF. (= F.)

entrer, fr. L. intrdre, 'to enter' (whence also Rum.
intrd. It. entrare, OProven?. entrar, intrar, Catal.,

Sp., Port, entrar), formed fr. intrd, 'within'; see

intra- and cp. enter-, entre-, entrance, entrant,

entree, entry. For sense development cp. OE.
innian, 'to enter', fr. inne, 'therein*. — There is

no connection between L. intrdre and trdns,

'across, over*.

enter-, combining form in words of French ori-

gin, corresponding to F. entre-, fr. L. inter,

'among, between'. — See inter, prep., and cp.

entre-.

enter-, form of entero- before a vowel.

enteric, adj., pertaining to the intestines. — Gk.

lvTEptx6<;, 'intestinal', first used by Aristotle;

formed fr. IvTEpa (pL), 'intestines', fr. I.-E.

*enter-, compar. of *en-, 'in', whence also L.

inter, 'among, between'. See inter, prep., and
-ic and cp. entero- and the second element in

archente-on, Coelenterata, dysentery, exenterate,

lientery, mesentery, parenteric.

enteritis, n., inflammation of the intestines (med.)

— Medical L., coined by the French pathol-

ogist Fran^ois-Boissier de la Croix de Sauvages

(1706-67) about 1750 fr. Gk. svTEpa, 'intestines'.

See prec. word and -itis and cp. peritonitis.

entero-, before a vowel sometimes enter-, com-
bining form denoting the intestines. — Gk.

EVTEpo-, EVTsp, fr. SvTEpa, 'intcstincs'. Sec en-

teric.

enterotomy, n., incision of the intestines. — Com-
pounded of entero- and Gk. -Tojita, 'a cutting

of, fr. TOjXY), 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

enterprise, n.— OF. (= F.) entreprise, 'an under-

taking', prop. fem. pp. of entreprendre, 'to

undertake', used as a noun, fr. VL. *inter-

prendere, fr. inter- and L. prehendere, prendere,

'to take, seize'. See prehensile and cp. entre-

preneur.

Derivatives: enterpris-er, n., enterpris-ing, adj.,

enterpris-ing-ly, adv.

entertain, tr. and intr. v.— F. entretenir, fr. entre-

(see entre-, enter-) and tenir, 'to hold', fr. L.

tenere. Cp. OProveng. entretenir, Sp. entretener.

It. intrattenere, 'to entertain', and see tenable.

Derivatives: entertain-ed, adj., entertain-ing,

adj., entertain-ing-ly, adv., entertain-ing-ness, n.,

entertain-ment, n.

enthetic, adj., introduced from without (said of

diseases).— Gk. 4v*eTtx6i;,'fit for implanting',

fr. IvS^To;, 'that which can be introduced or
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implanted', verbal adj. of evn^^vai, 'to put in,

introduce, implant', which is formed fr. ev (see

2nd en-) and TiMymi, 'to put, place'. See theme
and -ic and cp. epenthetic, hypothetic, paren-

thetic, prosthetic, synthetic.

enthrall, enthral, tr. v., to enslave.— Lit. 'to hold

in bondage', fr. ist en- and thrall.

Derivatives: enthrall-er, n., enthrall-ing, adj.,

enthrall-ing-ly, adv., enthralQyment, n.

enthrone, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and throne.

Derivatives: enthrone-ment, n., enthron-ize, tr.

v., enthron-iz-ation, n.

enthuse, tr. v., to make enthusiastic; intr. v., to

become enthusiastic {colloq.)— Back formation

fr. enthusiasm.

enthusiasm, n., i) inspiration; 2) zeal, fervor.

—

Gk. hi^o\>Gitx.a\j.oc„ 'divine inspiration', fr. £v-

S-ouaia^eiv, 'to be divinely inspired', fr. ev-S-eo?,

'divinely inspired', fr. sv (see 2nd en-) and -^ei?,

'god'. See theo-.

enthusiast, n. — Gk. iv^ouaiaCTxr)?, 'a person in-

spired', fr. hv^oua\AX,zv^, 'to be divinely inspired'.

See prec. word.

enthusiastic, adj. — Gk. iMStjuataaxtitoi;, 'in-

spired', fr. evikiuaiaa-nr)!;, 'a person inspired'. See

prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: enthusiastic-al, adj., enthusiastic-

al-ly, adv.

enthymeme, n., a syllogism in which one premise

is omitted (logic). — L. enthymema, fr. Gk.

£vS-u[x7)iia, 'thought, argument', lit. 'a keeping in

mind', fr. svOOixetaS^ai, 'to keep in mind, consid-

er, reflect', which is formed fr. ev (see 2nd en-)

and iJGfxog, 'spirit, mind, soul'. See thyme, thio-.

enthymematic, enthymematical, adj., pertaining

to an enthymeme, — Gk. Evfl^0[x7][j,aTi,x6<;, fr.

ev{Kj[xrj|ji,a, gen. 4vOu[iTj(iaToi;. See prec. word
and -ic.

entice, tr. v. — ME. entisen, fr. OF. enlicier, 'to

stir up (fire); to excite, incite', fr. VL.*mtitidre,

'to stir up (fire)', fr. in-, 'in', and L. tilio, gen.

-onis, 'a burning brand, a firebrand'. L. titio

is of uncertain origin. Cp. F. tison, 'a firebrand'

(fr. L. titionem, ace. of litio), and altiser, 'to stir

up a fire, provoke' (fr. VL. *ad-tUidre).

Derivatives: enticement (q.v.), entic-er, n., en-

tic-ing, adj., entic-ing-ly, adv., enlic-ing-ness, n.

enticement, n. — OF. enticement, fr. enticier. See

prec. word and -ment.

entire, adj. — ME. enter, fr. OF. (= F.) enlier,

fr. L. integrum, ace. of integer, 'whole, un-

diminished, entire', lit. 'untouched'; see in-

teger. The OF. form entier (beside the regular

form entir) is due to the substitution of the

suif. -ier for the ending of this word, which was

mistaken for a suff.

Derivatives: entire-ly, adv., entire-ness, n., en-

tirety (q.v.)

entirety, n.— AF. entiertie, corresponding to OF.
entierete, fr. L. integritdtem, ace. of integritas,

'completeness, soundness, integrity'. See in-

tegrity and cp. prec. word.

entitle, tr. v. — AF. entitler, corresponding to

OF. entiteler, entituler (F. intituler), fr. ist en-

and L. titulus, 'title'. See title and cp. intitule,

which is a doublet of entitle.

entity, n. (philos.), i) being, existence, 2) the real

thing. — ML. entitds (whence also F. entite), fr.

Late L. ens, gen. entis, 'a thing', prop, back

formation fr. L. esse, 'to be', and serving as

pres. part, of this verb. The formation of a pres.

part, of L. esse was esp. necessary to render the

Greek philosophical term to 6v, 'that which is'

(ov is neut. of 6v, pres. part, of elvai, 'to be').

See esse and cp. essence. Cp. also ens and the

third word in dolce far niente.

ento-, combining form meaning 'within, inside,

inner'. — Gk. evro-, fr. £vt6?, 'within, inside',

cogn. with L. intus, 'within', fr. L-E. *en-tos,

fr. *en, 'in' and adverbial suff. -tos, denoting

the origin. For the first element see 2nd en-.

For the second element cp. OI. i-tdh, 'from

here', L. cael-itus, divin-itus, 'from heaven'.

entomb, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and tomb.

Derivative: entomb-ment, n.

entomic, adj., pertaining to insects. — Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. SvTO[ia, 'insects'. See en-

tomo-.

entomo-, combining form meaning 'insect, in-

secti-', Gk. evTO(/,o-, fr. ^ixofioi;, 'cut up, cut in

pieces', used in pi. neut. (= Svxo^La, scil. Xj^tx)

in the sense of 'insects', lit. 'animals cut in');

so called by Aristotle, Historia animalium,

487" 33 because their body is divided into seg-

ments; 2vTO(j.o? derives from ^vT^jxvstv, to

cut in', which is formed fr. ev (see 2nd en-) and

TSfivciv, 'to cut'; see tome. Cp. L. insecla, 'in-

sects' (fr. insecure, 'to cut into'), which is a loan

translation of Gk. evTofxa (see insect).

entomology, n., the study of insects. — F. ento-

mologie, which is compounded of entomo- and

Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyot;, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

entomophagous, adj., feeding on insects. — Com-
pounded of entomo- and Gk. -lyaYoi;, 'eater of.

See -phagous.

entomophilous, adj., fertilized by insects. — Com-

pounded of entomo- and Gk. (pUoc, 'loved, be-

loved'. See -philous.

Entomostraca, n. pL, a subclass of crustaceans

(zool.) — Compounded of entomo- and Gk.

Saxpaxov, 'oyster shell'. See entomo- and os-

tracon.

entomotomy, n., dissection of insects. — Com-
pounded of entomo- and Gk. -xoijtia, 'a cutting

of, fr. Toy.f„ 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

Derivative : entomotom-ist, n.

entopbyte, n., a vegetable parasite living within

the body of an animal or another plant (hot.)

— Compounded of ento- and Gk. ipuxdv, 'plant'.

See -phyte.

Derivative: entophyt-ic, adj.

entotic, adj., pertaining to the interior of the ear.

— Compounded of Gk. 4vt6i;, 'within', and
(OTixdi;, 'pertaining to the ear'. See ento- and otic,

entourage, n., 1) surroundings; 2) circle of fol-

lowers. — F., fr. entourer, 'to surround', fr. 1st

en- and tour, 'turn, circuit'. See tour and -age

and cp. toumure, detour.

entozoa, n. pi., internal parasites, esp. intestinal

worms. — ModL., compounded of ento- and
^6ia, pi. of ?^ov, 'animal'. See zoo-.

Derivatives; entozo-al, adj., entozo-an, adj. and
n., entozo-ic, adj.

entr'acte, n., interval between two acts; inter-

lude. — F., formed fr. entre, 'between', and
acte, 'act'. See entre- and act and cp. interact.

entrails, n. pi., the internal organs; specif., the

intestines. — ME. entraille, fr. OF. entraille (in

F. only in pi.), fr. VL. intrdlia (occurring in the

Reichenau Glosses, dating from the end of the

8th cent.), which is formed—with change of

suff.—fr. L. interdnea, neut. pi. of interdneus,

'that which is within', fr. inter, 'between,

among'. See inter, prep., and cp. enteric, entero-.

entrain, tr. and intr. v., to put or go aboard a

train. — Formed fr. ist en- and the noun train.

entrain, tr. v., to draw on or along. — F. en-

trainer, fr. ist en- and trainer, 'to draw'. See
train, v.

entrammel, tr. v., to put into trammels. —
Formed fr. ist en- and trammel.

entrance, n., the act of entering. — OF., fr. en-

trer. See enter and -ance.

entrance, tr. v., to put into a trance. — Formed
fr. 1st en- and trance.

Derivatives: entrance-ment, n., entranc-ing, adj.,

entranc-ing-ly, adv.

entrant, adj., entering; n., one who enters. — F.

entrant, pres. part, of entrer, 'to enter'. See

enter and -ant.

entrap, tr. v. — OF. entraper, 'to catch'. See ist

en- and trap, 'mechanical device for catching

animals'. Derivative: entrapp-er, n.

entre-, combining form in French loan words,

corresponding to English enter-. — Fr. F. entre,

'between, among', fr. L. inter, of s.m. See ist

enter-.

entreat, tr. and intr. v. — ME. entreten, fr. OF.
entraiter, 'to treat', fr. ist en- and trailer, 'to

treat'. See treat.

Derivatives : entreat-ing, adj., entreat-ing-ly, adv.

entreaty, n. — Formed fr. entreat on analogy of
treaty.

entree, entree, n.. i) entrance, right to enter;

2) a course of meal. — F. entree. See entry.

entremets, n., side dish, extra dish.— F., fr. entre

mets, 'between dishes'. See ist entre- and mess.

entrench, intrench, tr. v. — Lit. 'to surround
with entrenchments'; formed fr. ist en- (resp.

in-, 'in') and trench.

Derivatives: entrench-er, n., entrench-ment, n.

eiitrep6t, n., a warehouse. — P., fr. L. interposi-

tum, 'that which is placed between', neut. pp. of
inlerponere. See inter- and position and cp. depot

envelop

entrepreneur, n., one who manages an undertak-
ing. — F., fr. entreprendre, 'to undertake', fr.

VL. *interprendere. See entreprise.

entresol, n., a story between the ground floor and
the first floor. — F., formed fr. ist entre- and
sol, 'ground, earth', fr. L. solum, 'the lowest
part of a thing; the floor of a room', whence
solea, 'sole of a sandal, sandal'. See sole, 'the

under surface of the foot'.

entropy, n., measure of the waste thermal energy
iphys.) — G. Entropie, formed on analogy ofG.
Energie, 'energy', fr. 2nd en- and xpoTrT), 'a turn-

mg, turn, change', first used in 1850 by the
German physicist Rudolf Julius Emmanuel
Clausius (1822-88). See trope and -y (represent-

ing Gk. -la).

entrust, intrust, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- (resp.

in-, 'in') and trust.

entry, n. — F. entree, prop. fern. pp. of entrer,

'to enter', fr. L. intrdre. Cp. It. entrata (fem. pp.
of entrare), OProven^. intrada (fem. pp. of in-

trar), Sp. entrada (fem. pp. of entrar) and see

enter. Cp. also entree.

entwine, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and twine.

entwist, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and twist.

Entyloma, n., a genus of parasitic fungi {hot.) —
ModL., fr. 2nd en- and Gk. xuXcojia, 'callus', fr.

-niXo?, 'a swelling'. See tyloma.

enucleate, tr. v., i) to remove the kernel from the
husk; 2) to make clear; 3) (surg.) to remove (a

tumor, etc.) from its sac. — L. enucledtus, pp. of
enucledre, 'to take out the kernel, clear from
the husk, enucleate', fr. e- and nucleus, 'nut,

kernel'. See nucleus and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: enucleat-ion, n.

enucleate, adj., having no nucleus. — L. enucle-

dtus, pp. of enucledre. See enucleate, v.

enumerate, tr. v. — L. enumerdtus, pp. of enu-

merdre, 'to reckon up, count over, enumerate',

fr. e- and numerdre, 'to count, number', fr.

numerus, 'number'. See number and verbal suff,

-ate.

Derivatives: enumeration (q.v.), enumerat-ive,

adj., enumerat-or, n.

enumeration, n. — F. enumeration, fr. L. enume-
rdtidnem, ace. of enumerdtid, 'a counting up',

fr. enumerdtus, pp. of enumerdre. See prec. word
and -ion.

enunciate, tr. v., i) to announce; 2) to pronounce.
— L. enOntidtus, pp. of enUntidre, 'to divulge,

disclose, report, say, declare', fr. e- and niin-

tidre, 'to announce, declare'. See enounce.

enunciation, n. — L. enUntidtid, gen. -onis, 'enun-

ciation, declaration', fr. enOntidtus, pp. of enUn-

tidre. See prec. word and -ion and cp. annun-
ciation, denunciation, pronunciation.

enuresis, n., incontinence of urine (med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. evoupeiv, 'to make water in',

fr. hi (see 2nd en-) and oupeTv, 'to make water'.

See urine.

envelop, tr, v. — ME. envelupen, fr. OF. enve-
loper (F. envehpper), which is prob. formed fr.



envelope

1st en- and a blend of ML. faluppa, 'straw, ball

of com', and L. volvere, 'to roll'. See volute and

cp. develop.

Derivative: envelop-ment, n.

envelope, n. — F. enveloppe, back formation fr.

envelopper. See prec. word.

envenom, tr. v., l) to put poison on or in; 2) to

embitter. — ME. envenimen, fr. OF. envenimer,

fr. 1st en- and venim, 'venom'. See venom.

enviable, adj. — Formed fr. envy with suff. -able.

Derivatives: enviable-ness, n., enviabl-y, adv.

envious, adj. — OF. envieus, fr. L. invidiosus,

'full of envy, envious', fr. invidia, 'envy'. See

envy, n., and -ous and cp. invidious, which is a

doublet of envious.

Derivative: envious-Iy, adv., envious-ness, n.

environ, tr. v., to surround. — F. environner, 'to

surroimd', fr. environ, 'round about', fr. 1st en-

and viron, 'a going round, circuit', fr. virer, 'to

turn round'. See veer.

environment, n., surroundings. — Formed fr. en-

viron with suff. -ment; introduced by Thomas
Carlyle (1795-1881) to render G. Umgebung.

Derivative: environment-al, a.d].

environs, n. pi., outskirts. — F., fr. environ,

'round about'. See environ.

envisage, tr. v., i) to face; 2) to visualize.— F.

envisager, 'to face, consider, contemplate', fr.

Tst en- and visage, 'face' (see visage); prob. in-

troduced into English by John Keats (1795-

1821).

envoy, n., a postscript to a poem or to a prose

composition. — OF. envoy (F. envoi), 'a send-

ing', back formation fr. OF. envoiier (F. en-

voyer), 'to send', fr. VL. *invidre, of s.m., lit.

'to put on the way', fr. in-, 'in' and L. via, 'way'.

See via and cp. voyage, invoice.

envoy, n., a messenger. — F. envoye, pp. of en-

voyer, 'to send'. See prec. word.

envy, n. — OF. (= F.) envie, fr. L. invidia, 'envy,

jealousy', fr. invidere, 'to look askance at, look

maliciously at, cast an evil eye upon, to envy,

grudge', fr. in-, 'in', and videre, 'to see'. See

vision and cp. envious. For sense development

cp. Avestic nipashnaka-, 'envious' (cogn. with

L. specio, 'I look at, behold'), OSlav. zavidgti,

'to envy' (fr. videti, 'to see') and Lith. pa-vyditi,

"to envy' (rel. to veizdeti, 'to see, to look at').

envy, tr. v. — F. envier, fr. VL. invididre, 'to en-

vy', fr. L. invidia. See envy, n.

enwind, tr. v. — Formed fr. 1st en- and wind,

'to turn' (q.v.)

enwomb, tr. v. — Formed fr. 1st en- and womb
(q.v.)

enwrap, tr. v. — Formed fr. ist en- and wrap

(q.v.)

enzootic, adj., prevailing in a certain area (said

of diseases affecting animals) and correspond-

ing to endemic diseases in man. — F. enzoo-

tique, fr. 2nd en- and Gk. ^qiov, 'animal'. See

zoo- and -ic and cp. epizootic.

Derivative: enzootic, n., an enzootic disease.
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enzyme, n., a chemical ferment (biochem.) —
G. Enzym, coined by the German physiologist

Wilhelm Kuhne (1837- 1900) in 1878 fr. MGk.
gv^ijixo?, 'leavened', fr. Gk. 4v (see 2nd en-) and

^ij[xri, 'leaven'. See zymosis.

Derivatives: enzym-atic, enzym-ic, adjs.

eo-, combining form meaning 'dawn'. — Gk.

Yioi-, fr. 7)ci?, 'dawn', which stands for *dusds

and is cogn. with OE. east, 'in the east'. See

east and cp. words there referred to.

eoan, adj., pertaining to the dawn. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. L. Sous, fr. Gk. Tj&io?, 'of the

dawn, pertaining to the dawn', fr. i\<i>z. See eo-

and -an.

Eoanthropus, n., a prehistoric type of man, the

Piltdown man {anthropol.) — ModL., lit. 'man

of the dawn', compounded of eo- and Gk.

Sv^ptoTto?, 'man'. See anthropo-.

Eocene, adj., pertaining to the earliest division

of the Tertiary period {geol.) — Compounded
of eo- and Gk. xaivd?, 'new'. See kainite.

Derivative: Eocene, n., the Eocene period.

Eohippus, n., the progenitor of the horse (j>ale-

ontol.) — ModL., lit. 'horse of the dawn
(period)'; compounded of eo- and Gk. tnnoq,

'horse'. See hippo-.

eolith, n., a rude stone implement. — See next

word.

eolithic, adj., pertaining to the age preceding the

paleolithic Age (geol.) — Compounded of eo-

and Gk. Xt^o;, 'stone'. See litho-.

Eomecon, n., a genus of Chinese plants of the

poppy family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of

eo- and Gk. [xtixwv, 'poppy'. See meconium.

eon, n. — A variant of aeon.

Eos, n., the goddess of dawn in Greek mytho-

logy; identified with the Roman Aurora. — L.

Eos, also Eos, fr. Gk. 'Hco?, lit. 'dawn'. See eo-.

eosin, eosine, n., a rose-colored dye (chem.) —
Formed with chem. suff. -in, -ine fr. Gk. rjtog,

'dawn'. See eo-.

-eous, adjectival suff. meaning 'of the nature of.

— L. -eus as in ligneus, 'of wood, wooden' (fr.

lignum, 'wood', see ligneous). Cp. -ous.

ep-, form of epi- before a vowel.

epact, n., the excess of the solar year over 12

lunar months (chronol.) — F. epacte, fr. Late

L. epacta, 'an intercalary day', fr. Gk. ^TtaxTai

(scil. 7;[iipat.), 'intercalary days', fem. pi. of

4TraxT6?, 'added, intercalated', verbal adj. of

iTTayciv, 'to bring forward, add, intercalate', fr.

km. (see epi-) and ayeiv, 'to lead', which is cogn.

with L. agere, 'to drive, set in motion, lead'. See

agent, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

eparch, n., i) governor of an eparchy; 2) bishop

of an eparchy. — Gk. STiapxo?, 'commander,

governor', fr. hd (see epi) and (ipx<^?. 'leader,

chief, ruler'. See -arch.

eparchy, n., subdivision of a province in modem
Greece. — Gk. ^Trapx'''. 'office of an eparch,

province', fr. ^Trapxoi;. See prec. word and -y

(representing Gk. -ta).
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epaulement, n., breastwork serving as protection

from flanking fire (Jort.) — F. epaulement,

'shoulder piece, breastwork', fr. epauler, 'to

support with the shoulder, to make an epaule-

ment', fr. epaule, 'shoulder'. See next word and
-ment.

epaulet, also epaulette, n., a shoulder ornament.
— F. epaulette, dimin. of epaule, 'shoulder', fr.

OF. espalle, espalde, fr. L. spatula, spathula, 'a

broad piece' (later 'shoulder'), dimin. of spatha,

'a broad wooden instrument, a broad, two-
edged sword', fr. Gk. cmA^, 'a broad flat

sword'. See spade and cp. ^pauli^e, ep^, espa-

lier, pauldron, pawl, 'bar'. For the ending see

the suffixes -et, -ette.

epauli^re, n., shoulder piece worn on uniforms.
— F., 'shoulder strap; shoulder plate (armor)',

fr. epaule, 'shoulder', fr. OF. espauliere. See
prec. word.

epee, n., sword. — F., fr. L. spatha. See epaulet.

epeiric, adj., covering continents or parts of
them — said of seas {geol.) — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. Gk. ^Trsipoi;, 'mainland', which
stands for *a7CEp-io(; (cp. Dor. STCstpoi;, Aeol.

STteppoi;, of s.m.), and is cogn. with OE. ofer,

OFris. over, Du. oever, MHG. uover, G. Ufer,

'shore'.

ependyma, n., the lining membrane of the ven-

tricles of the brain and the canal of the spinal

cord {anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. ^7T^v8u[i.a,

'upper garment', fr. ^irsvSiieiv, 'to put on
over', fr. ini (see epi-) and ^Siisiv, 'to put on
(clothes)' (whence 6v8u(j.a, 'garment'); see en-

dysis. Considering the fact that this membrane
consists of a single layer (= 'garment'), endyma
would be a more befitting name than ependyma,

since this latter lit. denotes a garment worn over

another garment.

Derivative: ependym-al, adj.

ependymitis, n., inflammation of the ependyma
(med.) — Medical L., formed fr. prec. word
with suff. -itis.

ependymoma, n., diseased condition of the epen-
dyma (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. epen-

dyma with suff. -oma.

epenthesis, n., insertion of a letter or a syllable

in a word (gramm.) — Late L., fr. Gk. iniv-

deCTii;, 'insertion', fr. iizsvri^hxxi., 'to insert',

fr. ItzI (see epi-) and Jv-ri&^ai, 'to put in', fr.

h) (see 2nd en-) and xiSivai, 'to put, place'.

See theme and cp. thesis and words there re-

ferred to.

epenthetic, adj., of the nature of, or pertaining

to, epenthesis. — Gk. iTrev^Tutd?, fr. ^ttevti-

&htai, 'to insert'. See prec. word and -ic.

epergne, n., an ornamental centerpiece. — F.

ipargne, 'a saving', fr. epargner, 'to save', fr.

OF. espargnier, a word of Teut. origin. Cp. OS.
sparon, OHG. sparon, sparen, 'to save, spare',

and see spare. OProven?. esparnhar and It.

risparmiare, 'to save', are also Teut. loan words.

epexegesis, n., an added explanation. — Gk.

ephialtes

Ittc^tqyiictk;, 'a detailed account, explanation',

fr. l-Ks%,rp(zlcs^ixi, 'to recount in detail', fr. km
(see epi-) and I^TlVe'i^ai, 'to explain'. See ex-

egesis.

epexegetic, epexegetical, adj., explanatory.— See

prec. word and exegetic, exegetical.

eph-, form of epi- before an aspirated vowel.

ephah, epha, n., a Hebrew grain measure.— Heb.
ephd'^, prob. fr. Egypt, 'pt (whence Coptic

uoipe, oipe, LXX Greek oE9Et, 0E9O.

ephebe, n., an ephebus. — See ephebus.

ephebic, adj., pertaining to the ephebi. — Gk.
^<pT)Pix6q, fr. tif-Ti^oz. See next word and -ic.

ephebus, n., a citizen between 18 and 20 years

{Greek hist.)— L., fr. Gk. itfri^oi;, 'a youth', fr.

hzt (see epi-) and i^Pvj, 'youth, early manhood'.
See Hebe.

Ephedra, n., a genus of desert shrubs of the joint-

fir family (bot.) — L. ephedra, 'horsetail', fr.

Gk. J9^Spa, prop. fem. of ^qaeSpoi;, 'sitting

upon', used as a noun, fr. lizi (see epi-) and
SSpa, 'seat'. See -hedron.

ephelis, n., a freckle. — Gk. ^971X1.; (in the pi.

49:?)XiSei;), 'freckle', fr. k-ni (see epi-) and y^Xio;,

'sun'. See helio- and cp. words there referred to.

Ephemera, n., the genus of the Ephemerida (en-

tomol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. 497)[jLEpov, 'dayfly',

prop. neut. of i(fi]\i.Epoc„ 'lasting but a day,

short-lived', used as a noun, fr. iTzi (see epi-)

and fj^iipa, 'day'. See hemero-.

ephemeral, adj., living only for a day; short-

lived, fleeting. — Lit. meaning 'of one day';

formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. l97j[jLEpoq. See

prec. word.

Derivatives: ephemeral-ity, n., ephemeral-ly,

adj., ephemeral-ness, n.

ephemerid, n., any of the Ephemeridae. — See

next word.

Ephemeridae, n. pL, an order of insects, the May
fly (entomol.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-idae fr. Gk. kfij^epo-f, 'dayfly'. See Ephemera.
ephemeris, n., l) a diary (obsol.); 2) an astronom-

ical calendar.— Gk. ^97](jtEplq, 'diary ; calendar',

fr. ltf-ri\ispoc„ 'lasting but a day'. See Ephemera.
ephemeron, n., 1) an ephemerid; 2) anything

transitory. — Gk. itfy\\j.efo\i, neut. of £9Ti(iepoc;,

'lasting but a day'. See Ephemera.

ephetae, n. pi., a court of 51 members, which

tried cases of homicid'", in ancient Athens. —
ModL., fr. Gk. Itftcaf., pi. of it^i-vric,, from the

stem of l9iEvai, 'to send to, send against, im-

pose upon', fr. ^Trt (see epi-) and i£vai, 'to send,

throw', which stands for *yi-ye-nai and is cogn.

with L.jacere, 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth',

and cp. words there referred to.

Ephialtes, n., a giant slain by Apollo (Greek my-
thol.) — L., fr. Gk. ''&<fiikTrfi, of uncertain

origin. The explanation of the ancients that the

name derives from the verb k<fi.Xkei3^a.i, 'to

leap upon', is prob. folk etymology. See Frisk,

GEW., pp. 508-509.

ephialtes, n., a nightmare. — Orig. (cap.) denot-
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ing a demon supposed to cause nightmares, and
identical with prec. word.

ephippium, n., the pituitary fossa (anat.) — L.

'saddle cloth, caparison', fr. Gk. itflnmoM, prop,

neut. of the adj. s(pim:i.o(;, 'for puttingon a horse',
fr. hnl (seeepi-) and fTmo?, 'horse' (see hippo-);

so called from its shape.

ephod, n., a Jewish priestly garment. — Heb.
ephSdh, whence aphddh, 'he girded on the

ephod'. Cp. Akkad. epattum, pi. epaddtum,

'garment'.

ephor, n., one of a body of magistrates in various

ancient Dorian states, esp. in Sparta, where a

body of five ephors was annually chosen.— L.

ephorus, fr. Gk. eipopo?, 'overseer, guardian',

the same as sTrioupoi;, fr. kni (see epi-) and
oSpoi;, 'watcher, guard', prop, 'seer, overseer',

which is rel. to opocv, 'to see', and cogn. with

OE. wxr, 'aware, cautious'. See ware, 'alert'.

Derivatives: ephor-al, adj., ephor-al-ty, n.,

ephor-ate, n., ephor-ic, adj.

ephphatha, interj., lit. 'be opened' (see Mark
7 : 34). — Gk. 49<paM, corrupt transliteration of

Aram, ethpattdft, 'be opened!', imper. Ethpa'al

of p'ta(i, 'he opened', which is rel. to Heb.
pdthdh, Arab, fdtaha, 'he opened', Akkad. pitu,

patu, 'to open'.

Ephraim, i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible: a) the

younger son of Joseph ; b) the tribe descended

from him, whence c) the Kingdom of Israel. —
Late L., fr. Gk. 'E9pat[i, fr. Heb. Ephrdyim,

a derivative of pdrd'^, 'was fruitful', which is rel.

to Heb. and Aram, p^ri, /iram.-Syr.perd, 'fruit'.

See Gen. 41 152 and cp. Hos. 13:25.

Ephydra, n., a genus of brine flies {entomol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. c^uSpa, fem. of e9uSpo(;, 'living

on the water', fr. kid (see epi-) and {iScop,

'water'. See hydro-.

epi-, before a vowel ep-, before an aspirate eph-,

pref. meaning 'on, beside, among, above, an-

terior'. In chemistry this pref. denotes relation

of some kind to a specified compound. — Gk.
^711-, Itt-, ktf-, fr. k-nl, 'on, upon; up to, over,

after; at; beyond, besides', cogn. with OI. dpi,

'also, besides', Avestic aipi, 'also; to, toward',

Toch. -pi. Arm. ev, 'also, and', and in gradat-

ional relationship to Gk. otii- in 07Tt^£(v), Ion.

and Att. oTiia^s.(-j), 'after, behind', L. ob, 'to-

ward, against, in the way of; about; before; on
account of; instead of. Cp. ob- and words there

referred to. Cp. also the first element in bias,

bishop. For Teut. cognates see even, 'evening'.

epiblast, n., the outer layer of the embryo (biol.)

— Compounded of epi- and Gk. pXaori;, 'bud,

sprout, shoot'. See -blast.

Derivative: epiblast-ic, adj.

epic, adj. — L. epicus, fr. Gk. kr.i-x.6c,, 'epic', fr.

hzoc,, 'word, song', in pL, 'epic poetry'. See

epos and -ic and cp. epopee.

Derivatives : epic, n., epic-al, adj., epic-al-ly, adv.

epicardium, n., the visceral layer of the pericar-

dium {anal.) — Medical L., fr. epi- and Gk.

xapSiS, 'heart'. See cardio- and cp. endocar-

dium, pericardium.

Epicarides, n. pL, a group of small crustaceans

parasitic on shrimp (zool.)— ModL., lit. 'those

(living) on shrimps', fr. epi- and Gk. Kapii;, gen.

xapESo;, 'shrimp, prawn'. See Caridea.

epicarp, n., the outermost layer of a pericarp

{bot.) — See epi- and carpel and cp. endocarp,

pericarp.

epicedium, n., a funeral hymn, dirge. — L. epi-

cedium, fr. Gk. iTCixvjSetov, 'a dirge, elegy', prop,

neut. of the adjective iTtixigSeio?, 'funeral', used

as a noun, fr. kizi (see epi-) and x^Sog, 'sorrow',

which is rel. to Dor. xaSoi;, of s.m., and cogn.

with Goth, hatis, OE. hete, 'hatred'. See hate

and cp. acedia.

epicene, adj., of common gender (gramm.) — L.

epicoenus, fr. Gk. Itiixoivo?, 'common, pro-

miscuous', fr. ^Tti (see epi-) and koiv6;, 'com-

mon'. See coeno-.

epicenter, epicentre, n., the area of the earth's

surface immediately above the center of an

earthquake (seismol.) — Gk. ^Trtxcvxpoi;, 'on

the center', fr. kni (see epi-) and x^Tpov, 'cen-

ter'. See center.

epicentrum, n., an epicenter. — ModL. See prec.

word.

epicborial, adj., pertaining, or restricted, to a

country or a district. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. Gk. ^Ttixcipio?, 'in, or of, the country',

fr. ktzl (see epi-) and x"P"' 'country'. See

enchorial.

epicondyle, n., a surface or process above a con-

dyle {anat.) — Orig. used to denote 'the lateral

epicondyle of the humerus'. The name is er-

roneous. It was coined by the French anatomist

and surgeon Francois Chaussier (1746-1828) fr.

epi- and condyle. The correct form should have

been paracondyle (in accordance with the mean-

ing of Gk. Ttapi, 'beside', in contradistinction

to k-Kl, which means 'on, upon'). See Joseph

Hyrtl, Onomatologia anatomica, pp. 200-201.

A similar erroneous anatomical term (also

coined by Chaussier) is epitrochlea (q.v.)

Epicrates, n., a genus of nonpoisonous boas

(zool) — ModL., fr. Gk. ^Trixpa-rri!;, 'having

mastery, superior', fr. km (see epi-) and xpaTo?,

"strength, power'. See -cracy.

epicure, n., one given up to sensual enjoyment.

— L. EpicUrus, fr. Gk. 'ETrtxoupo?, Greek philo-

sopher said to have regarded sensual enjoyment

as the highest good.

Epicurean, adj., pertaining to Epicurus; n., a

follower of Epicurus. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. EpicUreus, fr. Gk. 'ETtixoupeioi;, pertain-

ing to Epicurus', fr. 'ETrtxoupo?. See prec. word.

Epicureanism, n., i) the doctrine of Epicurus;

2) epicurism. — See epicure and -ism.

epicurism, n., addiction to sensual enjoyment. —
See epicure and -ism.

epicycle, n., a circle whose center moves along

the circumference of another and larger circle.

1
I

— Late L. epicyclus, fr. Gk. ^tiCxuxXoi;, fr. i:rl

(see epi-) and xiixXo;, 'circle'. See cycle.

Derivative: epicycl-ic, adj.

epicycloid, n., the curve traced by a point on the

circumference of a circle that rolls upon the

outside of the circumference of another circle.

— Compounded of epicycle and Gk. -oeiSvj?,

'like', fr. eI8o<;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

Derivative: epicycloid-al, adj.

epideictic, adj
.
, serving to display or exhibit.—Gk.

ETTtSeixTixoi;, 'for displaying', fr. STitSeixvuvai,

'to show off, display', fr. km (see epi-) and

Seixvuvat, 'to show'. See deictic and cp. apo-

dictic.

epidemic, epidemical, adj., prevalent among many
people in a community at the same time. — F.

epidemique, fr. epidemie, 'epidemic (n.)', fr. ML.
epidemia, fr. Gk. e7n,8/i|jttot [for STriSTjfxia (v6<J05),

'(disease) prevalent among the people'], fem. of

kTzi&T\\u.oc„ 'among the people', fr. k-Ki^f]\ioc„ 'at

home, current, prevalent', fr. km, 'among' (see

epi-), and Srijo-o?, 'people'. See demos and -ic,

resp. also -al, and cp. endemic.

Derivatives: epidemic, n., epidemic-al-ly, adv.,

epidemic-al-ness, n., epidemic-ity, n.

epidemiology, n., the study of epidemics.— Com-
pounded of Gk. ETnSrjtxio?, 'prevalent among
the people', and -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See epidemic and -logy

and cp. endemiology.

Derivatives: epidemiolog-ic-al, adj., epidemio-

log-ist, a.

epidemy, n., an epidemic {rare). — P. epidemie,

fr. ML. epidemia. See epidemic.

Epidcndrum, also Epidendron, n., a genus of

American orchids {bot.) — ModL., formed fr.

epi- and Gk. SevSpov, 'tree'. See dendro-.

epidermal, epidermic, adj., pertaining to the skin.

— See epidermis and -al, resp. -ic.

epidermis, n., the outer skin {anat.) — Late L.,

fr. Gk. ETTiSEpfitt;, "the outer skin', lit. (that

which is) on the skin', fr. km (see epi-) and

8sp(xa, 'skin' (sec derma); first used by the Eng-

lish philosopher Francis Bacon (1561-1626).

epididym-, form of epididymo- before a vowel.

epididymis, n., mass at the back of the testicle

{anat.) — ModL., lit. 'that which is on the

testicle', fr. Gk. £rrtStS'j(iii;, a name prob.

coined by the Greek anatomist Herophilus

(about 300 B.C.E.) fr. erri. (see epi-) and SlSujjloi;,

'testicle', prop, an adjective meaning 'double,

twofold, twin'. See didymium.

Derivative: epididym-al, adj.

epididymectomy, n., removal of the epididymis.

— Compounded of the prec. word and Gk.
-EXTo^ia, 'a cutting out of, fr. exTO[j.r;, 'a cut-

ting out'. See -ectomy.

epididymitis, n., inflammation of the epididymis

{mcd.) Medical L., formed fr. epididymis with

suff. -itis.

epididymo-, before a vowel epididym-, combining

form meaning 'pertaining to the epididymis.
\

—

.

See epididymis.

epidote, n., a complex silicate of calcium, alu-

minum and iron, of a yellowish-green color

{mineral.) — F. epidote, a name coined by the

French mineralogist Rene-Just Hauy (1743-

1822), from the stem of Gk. ^TrtSiSovat, 'to

give besides, increase', fr. km, 'besides' (see

epi-) and SiSovat, 'to give' (verbal adj. SotAi;,

'given', see antidote); so called by him because

two of the sides of the parallelogram serving

asthe base of this mineral are much longer than

the other two sides. Derivative: epidot-ic, adj.

Epigaea, n., a genus of plants of the heath family

{bot.) — ModL., lit. 'growing on the ground',

fr. epi- and Gk. yaia, xf\, 'earth'. See Gaea.

epigastric, adj., on or above the stomach {anat.)

— Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. sTrtyaaTpioi;,

'above the belly', fr. ^tc[ (see epi-) and yaaTYip,

'belly'. See gastro- and cp. hypogastric, meso-

gastric.

epigastrium, n., the epigastric region of the body

{anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. ixiyaaTptov, 'that

which is above the belly', prop. neut. of km-

yaCTTpio?, 'above the belly', used as a noun. See

prec. word and cp. hypogastrium, mesogastrium.

epigene, adj., i) growing on the surface of the

earth (^fo/.); 2) foreign (said of crystals). — F.

epigene, fr. Gk. eTTiyevr)?, 'growing on or after'.

See epi- and -gene.

epigenesis, n., the theory that each germ or em-

bryo is an entirely new creation {biol.) —
Formed fr. epi- and genesis.

epigeous, adj., i) growing on or near the ground;

borne above ground after germination (said of

cotyledons). — Gk. kmyzioc,, 'on or of the earth',

fr. km (see epi-), and yvj, 'earth'. Sec Gaea. For

E. -oiis, as equivalent to Gk. -05, see -ous.

epiglottic, adj., pertaining to the epiglottis. —
Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. kT.i-fK(.o-.-.:z. See

next word.

epiglottis, n., the triangular cartilage at ilie base

of the tongue, which closes the opening of the

windpipe during swallowing (anat.) — Gk.

ETiiyXcoTTit;, 'valve which covers the larynx, epi-

glottis', lit. '(that which is) upon the tongue',

fr. km (see epi-), and yXoJTxa, "tongue'. See

glottis.

epigone, n., 1) one of the succeeding generation;

esp. applied to the sons of the 'Seven against

Thebes' in Greek m>nhology; whence :)an in-

ferior imitator of a great man. — L. Epigoni, "the

son of the Seven who went against Thebes", fr.

Gk. 'E-tyov/., lit. "born after', pi. of j-riyovo;,

fr. £:T-iyiyvEa^at, 'to be born afcer', fr. t-i (see

epi-) and yCyvsa&xi, 'to be born". See genus.

epigram, n., a terse, witty statement in prose or

verse. — F. epigramme, fr. L. epigiamma, fr.

Gk. kmypa.\j.[ia., gen. -ypa(jL|xaTo:, "inscription;

epigram', lit. 'something written on", fr. i-m-

ypaipetv, 'to write upon', fr. km (see epi-) and

Ypa<peiv, 'to write'. See gramme and cp. epigraph.



epigrammatic

epigrammatic, adj. — Late L. epigrammaticiis, fr.

L. epigramma, gen. -grammatis, 'epigram'. See

prec. word and -atic.

Derivatives: epigrammalic-al, adj., epigramma-

tic-al-ly, adv.

epigrammatism, n., the use of epigrams. —
Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk. kv:{.ypai\j.]j.a., gen.

-Ypa[jt(xaTo?. See epigram.

epigrammatist, n., a malcer of epigrams. — Late

L. epigrammatista, fr. Glc. 47tiYpa(J.(xaTi<j-r?]?,

'writer of epigrams, epigrammatist', fr. ^tti-

Ypajxfxaxi^siv, 'to write epigrams', fr. iw.-^pa\i.\j.a..

See epigram and -ist and cp. next word.

epigrammatize, tr. v., to express in an epigram-

matic form; intr. v., to write epigrams. — Glc.

iniypaijijjiaTt^etv, 'to write epigrams', fr. iTit-

Ypa(A[Aa. See epigram and -ize.

epigraph, n., an inscription. — Gk. IjrtYpa^iQ,

'inscription', fr. 47rtYpdt9eiv. See epigram.

Derivatives: epigraph, tr. v., epigraph-er, n.,

epigraph-ic, epigraph-ic-al, adjs., epigraph-ic-

al-ly, adv., epigraph-ist, n., epigraph-y, n.

epilepsy, n., a chronic nervous disease character-

ized by convulsions. — OF. epilepsie (F. ipi-

lepsie), fr. Late L. epilepsia, fr. Gk. inCK-rfyioi,

'liabihty to seizure, epilepsy', rel. to JTtiXajjt.-

Pavetv, 'to lay hold of, seize, attack', fr. i-ni (see

epi") and the future stem of Xafipaveiv, 'to take,

grasp, seize'. See lemma and cp. words there

referred to.

epileptic, adj. i) pertaining to epilepsy; 2) af-

fected with epilepsy. — F. ipileptique, fr. Late

L. epilepticus, fr. Gk. hiCKriTzx\y.6z, 'subject to

epilepsy, epileptic', fr. iTcCXijirroi;, 'suffering

from epilepsy', verbal adj. of ^TciXafjipivEiv. See

prec. word and -ic. Derivative: epileptic, n.

epilogist, n., writer or speaker of an epilogue. —
See next word and -ist.

epilogue, epilog, n., speech at the end of a play.—
F. epilogue, fr. L. epilogus, fr. Gk. ^TrtXoYOi;,

'peroration ; concluding part of a play', lit. 'a

saying in addition', fr. ^TciX^etv, 'to say in ad-

dition', fr. im (see epi-) and XiYeiv, 'to say,

speak'. See lecture and cp. logos.

Derivative : epilogue, tr. v.

Epimedium, n., a genus of plants of the barberry

family (hot.)— ModL., fr. L. epimedion, fr. Gk.
^TTijXTiSiov, name of a plant, possibly 'barren-

wort', fr. iizi (see epi-) and [at^Siov, name of a

plant (Campanula); so called because of its re-

semblance to the plant [iT|8iov.

Epimetheus, n., the brother of Prometheus {Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. "ETtipiri^DJ?, lit. 'after-

thinker', fr. im (see epi-) and *(jl^^(;, corre-

sponding to Dor. *(j.a{hii;, 'care', fr. L-E.

*madh-, a var. of *men-dh, enlargement of base

*men-, 'to think'. See mathematical and cp.

Prometheus.

epinasty, adj., increased growth of the upper sur-

face of an organ, causing that organ or part of

it to bend downv/ard (plant physiol.) — G. £pi-

nastie, formed fr. epi- and Gk. vaori?, 'pressed
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close, compact', verbal adj. of vtxacisiv, 'to press

close', which is of uncertain origin.

Derivative: epinast-ic, adj.

epinicion, n., an ode in honor of a victor. —
ModL., fr. Gk. Ijtivfxiov, 'song of victory'

(short for ^ajxa iTTivfxiov), neut. of iTtivfxioi;,

'of victory', fr. inl (see epi-) and vfxTj, 'victory'.

See Nicholas.

epiotic, adj., pertaining to the upper ear. —
Formed fr. epi- and Gk. cotikAi;, 'of, or per-

taining to, the ear'. See otic.

epipastic, adj., having the qualities of, or serving

as, a dusting powder (jned.) — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. Gk. iKlTracrro?, 'sprinkled over',

verbal adj. of iTrmaCTociv, 'to sprinkle over', fr.

hizi (see epi-) and -naaazv^, 'to besprinkle', which

is of uncertain origin.

Epiphany, n., a festival held January 6, commem-
orating the first manifestation of Jesus to the

Gentiles (eccles.) — OF. epiphanie, fr. Late L.

epiphania, neut. pi., fr. Late Gk. ^Tntpdcvta,

prop. neut. pi. of the adj. im<fayio<;, 'appearing,

manifest', used as a noun, fr. kv:i(fa.v^q, of s.m.,

fr. ^TCKpaCveiv, 'to show forth, display, make
manifest', which is formed fr. inl (see epi-) and

(patvstv, 'to bring to light, show'. See phan-

tasm and cp. theophany, tiffany.

epiphany, n., manifestation of a divine being. —
Gk. trntfavziix (neut. pL), 'coming into light,

appearance, manifestation', fr. imtfx-jiii. See

prec. word.

Epiphegus, n., a genus of parasitic herbs of the

broomrape family (hot.) — ModL., lit. '(that

which grows) on the oak', fr. epi- and Gk. <frf(6(;.

Dor. foifiq, 'oak'. See beech and cp. the first

element in Phegopteris.

epiphora, n., an overflow of tears (med.) — L.,

fr. Gk. 4m!popi, 'persistent flow of tears', lit.

'a bringing upon', fr. 47119^petv, 'to bring upon',

fr. kid (see epi-) and <p^petv, 'to bear, carry'.

See bear, 'to carry', and cp. -phore<

epiphysis, n., process on a bone (anat.)— Medical

L., fr. Gk. ini<f^)aui, 'outgrowth, excrescence;

epiphysis', fr. ini'^iea&a.i, 'to grow on', fr. etti

(see epi-) and (fueo^ai, 'to grow', pass, of 9'ieiv,

'to bring forth, produce, make to grow'. See

physio- and cp. apoiriiysis, diaphysis.

epiphyte, n., any non-parasitic plant growing on
another plant (hot.) — Lit. 'growing on a

plant', fr. epi- and -phyte. Cp. prec. word.

epiphytic, adj., of the nature of an epiphyte (bot.)

— See prec. word and -ic.

epiploitis, n., inflammation of the epiploon (met/.)

— Medical L., formed fr.next word with suff. -itis.

epiploon, n., the great omentum (anat.) — Me-
dical L., fr. Gk. ^TrtTrXoov, 'omentum', which

stands for '^Trt-TrXofov. For the prefix see epi-.

Gk. -TrXofov in 'i-rd-nkoFov derives fr. L-E,

base *pel-, 'skin', whence also Gk. j:£X(ia, 'sole

of foot 01 shoe', L. pellis, 'hide, skin', OE. fit-

men, 'membrane'. See fell, 'hide', and cp. words
there referred to. The explanation of Galen and
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Oribasius that etiitiXoov derives fr. ^TrtTcXeiv,

'to swim or sail against' (quoted by Joseph

Hyrtl, Onomatologia Anatomica, p. 204), and
that the omentum is so called because it seems

'to swim over the intestines', is folk etymology.

episcopacy, n., church government by bishops.—
Formed with suff. -acy fr. Eccles. L. episcopus.

See next word. ;

episcopal, adj., pertaining to, or governed by,

bishops.— Eccles. L. episcopdlis, 'episcopal', fr.

L. episcopus, 'an overseer', in Eccles. L.,

'bishop'. See bishop.

Derivative: episcopal-ly, adv.

episcopalian, adj., pertaining to bishops or to

episcopacy. — See prec. word and -ian.

Derivative : episcopalian-ism, n.

episcopalism, n., the doctrine that authority re-

sides in a body of bishops and not in any in-

dividual. — Formed with suff. -ism fr. Eccles.

L. episcopdlis. See episcopaL

episcopate, n., i) the office or dignity of a bishop;

2) the whole body of bishops. — Eccles. L.

episcopatus, 'dignity of a bishop', fr. episcopus,

'bishop'. See episcopal and subst. suff. -ate.

episio-, combining form denoting 'relation to

the vulva'. — Fr. Gk. iirfaiov, ^ittaeiov, 'public

region', which is of unknown origin.

episiotomy, n., the cutting of the tissues of the

pudenda (obstetrics). — Coined by Braun in

1857 fr. episio- and Gk. -TOfxta, 'a cutting of,

fr. TO[AT), 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

episode, n. — Gk. £7r£i(j6Siov, 'addition, epi-

sode', prop. neut. of the adjective ^TtEtodSio;,

'coming in besides, adventitious', fr. i-rzi, 'at,

on, in addition to' (see epi-), tie,, 4? (for *bic„

'into', rel. to hi, 'in'; see 2nd en-) and 6861;,

'way" (see odograph).

Derivatives: episod-ic, episod-ic-al, adjs., episod-

ic-al-ly, adv.

epispastic, adj., causing blistering of the skin

(med.) — Gk. imaTraCTTixii;, 'drawing in', fr.

ETTtCTTracTo?, 'drawn in', verbal adj. of kitiana.^,

'to draw in', fr. ini (see epi-) and ctttSv, 'to

draw'. See spasm and cp. spastic.

Derivative: epispastic, n., an epispastic agent.

epistaxis, n., bleeding of the nose (med^ —
Medical L., lit. 'dropping', fr. Gk. ^Triaxa^eiv,

'to let fall in drops upon', fr. kid (see epi-) and
araJ^Eiv, 'to drop'. See stacte.

epistemic, adj., pertaining to knowledge. —
Formed with suff. -Ic fr. Gk. iv:wyzi\\rr\, 'know-

ledge, understanding', fr. iTrtoraiiai, 'I under-

stand, know', lit. 'I stand ujxm', fr. hd (see

epi-) and E(jTa|xat, 'I stand'. 5ee state. For sense

development cp. E. understand.

epistemology, n., the theory of knowledge. —
Coined by the Scottis hphilosopher James Fred-

erick Ferrier (1808-64) in i^is Institutes ofMeta-

physics (1854), fr. Gk. 47ri<iT7)[XTi, 'knowledge,

understanding', and -XoyiS, fr. -X6yo?, 'one who
speaks (io a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See epistemic and -iogy.

Derivatives: epistemolog-ic-al, adj., epistemolog-

ic-al-ly, adv., epistemolog-ist, n.

epistemum, n., the interclavicle (zool.)— ModL.,
lit. '(bone) upon the chest', formed fr. epi- and
sternum.

epistle, n., letter.— OF. epistle, epistre (F. ipitre),

fr. L. epistola, fr. Gk. iTtiaToXr), 'a letter', lit.

'something sent, message', fr. iTrioT^XXEiv, 'to

send to; to order, command', fr. brd, 'upon, to'

(see epi-), and (jt^XXeiv, 'to set in order, ar-

range, equip, make ready, send out'. See stall

and cp. stele. For the sense development of Gk.

tmoToXT), 'something sent, letter', cp. Akkad.

shipru, shipir, 'message, letter, document', fr.

shapdru, 'to send'.

epistler, n., epistoler, — Formed fr. epistle with

agential suff. -er.

epKtolary, adj., pertaining to epistles. — F. epis-

tolaire, fr. L. epistoldris, 'epistolary', fr. epistola.

See epistle and adj. suff. -ary.

epistoler, n., the priest who reads the Epistle at

the Eucharistic service (eccles.) — F. epistolier,

fr. L. epistoldris, 'one celebrated for his letters',

fr. epistola, 'letter'. See epistle and agential

suff. -er.

epistrophe, n., repetition of the same word at the

end of successive clauses or sentences (rhet.) —
Late L., fr. Gk. ^Tno-vpoipT], 'a turning about',

fr. iv:i(srpi:feiM, 'to turn about', fr. inl, 'upon,

to' (see epi-), and (jTp£<pEiv, 'to turn'. See

strophe and cp. apostrophe and words there

referred to.

epistropheus, n., name of the second vertebra

(anat.) — Gk. £7ritrTpo(peij(;, 'that which causes

to turn', fr. inujrpi(ftw, 'to cause to turn, to

turn about'. See epistrophe. The name is in-

exact, because it is the first cervical vertebra that

turns about the alveolar process of the second

vertebra, and indeed, originally epistropheus was

the name of the first vertebra. See Joseph Hyrtl,

Onomatologia anatomica, pp. 59-61.

Derivative: epistrophe-al, adj.

epistyle, n., an architrave (archit.) — L. episty-

lium, fr. Gk. 4tciot(5Xiov, fr. hzi. (see epi-) and

(itGXo?, 'pillar, column*. See style, 'gnomon',

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also next

word.

EpIstylJs, n., a genus of protozoans (zool.) —
ModL., formed fr. epi- and Gk. oruXo?, 'pillar,

column'. See prec. word.

epitaph, n., inscription of a tomb. — L. epi-

taphium, fr. Gk. ^mTaipiov, 'a fimeral oration",

prop. neut. of the adj. ImTdtipioi;, 'over a tomb',

used as a noun, fr. lid (see epi-) and riipoi;,

'tomb'. See cenotaph.

Derivatives: epitaph, tr. and intr. v., epitaph-er,

n., epitaph-ic, adj., epitaph-ist, n.

epitasis, n., that part of the play in which the

main action is developed, leading to the cata-

strophe.— ModL., fr. Gk. ^jHTaau;, 'a stretch-

ing upon or over', fr. imTciyetv, 'to stretch

upon or over', fr. kid (see epi-) and xetveiv, 'to



epithalamium

stretch'. See tasimeter and cp. ectasis and
words there referred to.

epithalamium, n., a bridal song. — L., fr. Gk-
s7ri&aXa(iiov, 'a bridal song', fr. im, 'at' (see epi-),

and &iXoi.y.oz, 'bridal chamber'. See thalamus.

Derivatives: epithalami-al, epithalam-ic, adjs.

epithelio-, before a vowel epitheli-, combining
form, meaning 'pertaining to the epithelium'. —
See next word.

epithelium, n., cellular tissue forming the outer

layer of the mucous membrane in animals (anat.)

— Medical L., coined by the Dutch anatomist

Fredrik Ruysch (1638-1731). The word lit.

means 'that which is above the nipple', fr. epi-

and Gk. S>7;Xr), 'nipple'. See thely- and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: epitheli-al, adj., epithel-ize, tr. v.,

epithel-iz-ation, n., epithel-oid, adj.

epithet, n., a descriptive name for a person or

thing. — L. epitheton, fr. Gk. sttiSetov, 'some-

thing added', neut. verbal adj. of ETriTi^evai,

'to add something to', fr. krl, 'on, to' (see epi-),

and T'.ft^vxt, 'to put, place'. See theme and cp.

words there referred to.

epithetic, epithetical, adj., i) pertaining to an

epithet: 2) full of epithets. — Gk. ettiS-etixo?,

'added', fr. STti&exoc, verbal adj. of eTTixiSsvai.

See prec. word and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative : epithetic-al-ly, adv.

epitomator, n., an cpitomist. — ML., fr. L. epi-

tomiitiis, pp. of epitomdre, 'to abridge, epi-

tomize', fr. epitome. See next word and -ator.

Derivative: epitomator-y, adj.

epitome, n,, a summary. — L. epitome, 'abridg-

ment', fr. Gk. e7i!.TO[i7), 'abridgment', lit. 'a cut-

ting into', fr. ini-hxveiv, 'to make incisions

into, cut into, cut short, abridge', fr. erei (see

epi-) and tsixveiv, 'to cut'. See tome.

Derivatives: epitom-ist, n,, epitom-ize, tr. v.

epitrite, n,, a foot consisting of three long syl-

lables and one short (pros.) — L. epitritos, fr.

Gk. £-iTpiToc, 'containing an integer and one
third; in the ratio of four to three (i^ = | =
4:3)"; formed fr. ettI (see epi-) and Tpi-coq,

'third'. See trito-.

epitrochlca, n., the medial condyle of the hum-
erus (anal.) — ModL., fr. F. epitrochlee, a name
formed erroneously by the French anatomist and
surgeon Francois Chaussier (1746-1828), fr.

epi- and trochlea. In this name the meaning of

Gk. i-z'i, 'on', is confused with that of Trapa,

'beside'. The same confusion of the meanings

of Gk. E:ri and rrapi led to Chaussier's coining

the word epicondyle (q.v.)

Derivative: epitrochle-ar, adj.

epizeuxis, n., repetition of a word or words for

the sake of emphasis (rhet.) — Late L., fr. Gk.
in':X,vji,i.c. lit. 'a joining or fastening together',

fr. ETTi^E'j-A/'Jvat, 'to join to', fr. kzxi (see epi-)

and l^sjvvuvai, "to joke, join'. See zygo- and cp.

zeuxite.

epizoon, n., an external parasite (zool.)— ModL.,
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formed fr. epi- and i^toov, 'animal'. See zoo-.

epizootic, adj., i) parasitic on other animals;

2) (of diseases) prevalent temporarily among
animals (corresponding to epidemic diseases in

man). — See prec. word and cp. enzootic.

epoch, n. — Late L. epocha, fr. Gk. etioxv), 'check,

cessation, stoppage, pause; epoch of a star;

fixed point in time, epoch', fr. ettsxeiv, 'to keep

back, withhold, stop, pause', fr. tni (see epi-)

and EXEiv, 'to hold, have, possess'. See hectic

and cp. apocha.

Derivatives: epoch-al, adj., epoch-al-ly, adv.,

epoch-ism, n.

epode, n., a kind of lyric poem. — L. epodos, fr.

Gk. ETTcpSo?, 'part ofan ode sung after the strophe

and antistrophe; burden, refrain', prop, the ad-

jective l7r(i>S6(;, 'singing to or over', used as a

noun, which is rel. to ETraSstv, 'to sing to',

a word formed fr. hm., 'upon, to' (epi-), and

SSeiv, 'to sing'. See ode and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

eponym, n., a real or mythical person from whom
a family, tribe or nation derives its name. —
Gk. ETtcovuiJio?. See next word.

eponymous, adj., giving name to a family, tribe

or nation. — Gk. ^7tcovu[j,o?, 'given as a name,

giving one's name to (a thing or person)', fr.

Itti, 'upon, to' (see epi-) and ov'j|ia, dialectal

form of ovojj.a, 'name'. See name and cp. words

there referred to. For E. -ous, as equivalent to

Gk. -oq, see sufF. -ous.

epopee, n., an epic poem. — F. epopee, fr. Gk.

iTioTTOiia, 'an epic poem; epic poetry', fr. etto-

TTOio;, 'an epic poet', which is compounded of

ETTOi;, 'word; poetry', and ttoieTv, 'to make,

produce, create'. See epos and poet.

epoiiphoron, n., parovarium (anat.) — Medical

L., compounded of ep-, Gk. ^>6v, 'egg', and the

stem of cpspELv, 'to bear, carry'. See 06- and

-phore and cp. parovarium.

epopt, n., one initiated into the Eleusinian mys-

teries; one initiated into any secret system. —
Gk. i-OTzrrfi, 'seer, beholder', formed fr. i-i

(see epi-) and the stem 67:-, 'to see', whence also

6:1x6;, 'seen; visible', &t:xi>c6i;, 'pertaining to

the eyes or sight'. See optic and cp. words there

referred to.

epos, n., a primitive epic poem.— L., fr. Gk. Stto;,

'word, speech, tale, song, heroic poetry', rel.

to Cypr. Gk. fiKoc, of s.m., Gk. 6i^ (for *r6'!^),

'voice', oCTtja (for *F6y.ia), 'voice, tale', ev-ottt],

'crying, shouting, voice', eIttov (for *e,"ei::ov,

fr. *£-.^E-u--rjv), 'I spoke', and cogn. with L.

vox, gen. vocis. 'voice'. See voice and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also epyllion and the se-

cond element in cacoepy, orthoepy.

epris (fem. eprise), adj., enamored. — F., pp.

of eprendre, fr. OF. esprendre, 'to seize, kindle',

fr. es- (fr. L. ex) and prendre, 'to take', fr. L.

prehendere, prendere, 'to grasp'. See 1st ex- and
prehensile.

epsilon, n., the fifth letter of the Greek alphabet

I
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(e, E). — Gk. i 'liTko'^, 'a mere or bare e' ; so

called in contradistinction to the diphthong ai,

which is pronounced in Medieval and Modern
Greek exactly like e (= e). See psilo- and cp.

upsilon.

Epsom salts, hydrated magnesium sulfate. — So
called because it was first prepared from the

water of the mineral springs of Epsom, Surrey,

England.

epulis, n., any tumor of the gum (med.) — Me-
dical L., fr. Gk. IttouXCi;, 'gum boil', fr. etti

(see epi-) and oSXov, 'gum'. See ulitis.

epyllion, n., a short epic. — Gk. ItoiXXiov, dimin.

of 'inoc,. See epos.

equability, n. — L. aequdbilitas, 'equality, equa-

bility', fr. aequdbilis. See next word and -ity.

equable, adj., i) uniform; 2) even; serene.— L.

aequabilis, 'equal, uniform, equable', fr. aequdre,

'to make equal', fr. aequus, 'equal'. See next

word and -able.

Derivatives: equable-ness, n., equabl-y, adv.

equal, adj. — L. aequdlis, 'even, level, smooth,

equal, like', fr. aequus, 'level, equal, like', which
is of uncertain origin. Cp. adequate, aequor,

coequate, equation, equator, equilibrium, equinox,

equitable, equity, equivocal, iniquity.

Derivatives : equal, tr. and intr. v., equality (q.v.),

equal-ize, tr. v., equal-iz-ation, n., equal-iz-er, n.

equality, n. — OF. equalite (F. egalite), fr. L.

aequdlitdtem, ace. of aequdlitds, 'equality, uni-

formity', fr. aequdlis, 'equal'. See equal and -ity.

equanimity, n., calmness. — F. equanimite, fr. L.

aequanimitdtem, ace. of aequanimitds, 'even-

ness of mind, calmness', fr. aequanimus, 'even-

minded, calm', which is compounded of aequus,

'even, level', and animus, 'soul, spirit, mind'.

See equal, animus and -ity.

equate, tr. and intr. v. — L. aequdtus, pp. of ae-

qudre, 'to make level or equal', fr. aequus. See

equal and verbal suff. -ate.

equation, n. — L. aequdtio, gen. -onis, 'an equal-

izing', fr. aequdtus, pp. of aequdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivatives : equation-al, sid}.,equation-al-ly, adv.

equator, n. — Late L. aequdtor, 'one who or that

which equalizes', used in the sense of (circulus)

aequator diei et noctis, 'equalizer of day and
night', fr. L. aequdtus, pp. of aequdre. See

equate and agential suff. -or.

Derivative; equator-ial, adj. and n.

equerry, n., i) originally, an officer in charge of

the horses of a prince; 2) esp. in England, a

personal attendant of the king, queen or an-

other member of the Royal family. — F. ecurie,

'stable*, fr. OF. escuerie, escuyrie, orig. 'office

of a squire', later 'place for the squires and their

horses', fr. escuyer (F. ecuyer), 'squire, riding

master', orig. 'shield bearer', fr. VL. scdtdrius

(but classical L. scdtdrius means 'shield maker'),

fr. L. scdtum, 'shield'. See escutcheon and -y

(representing OF. -ie) and cp. esquire. E. equerry

was influenced in form by an association with

equinox

L. equus, 'horse', to which, however, it is not
related.

equestrian, adj., i) pertaining to horsemen or

horsemanship ; 2) n., horseman.— Formed with

suff. -ian fr. L. equester (fem. equestris, neut.

equestre), 'pertaining to a horseman', from
equus, 'horse'. See equine.

equestrienne, n., a horsewoman; a female per-

former on horseback. — Formed from prec.

word with the F. fem. suff. -ienne.

equi-, combining form meaning 'equal'. — L.

aequi-, fr. aequus, 'equal'. See equal.

equiangular, adj., having only equal angles. —
Compounded of equi- and angular.

Derivative: equiangular-ity, n.

Equidae, n. pi., the horse family (zool.)— ModL.,
formed with suff. -idae fr. L. equus, 'horse'. See

equine.

equidistance, n., equal distance. — F. equidis-

tance, fr. equidistant. See next word and -ce.

equidistant, adj., equally distant. — F. equi-

distant, fr. Late L. aequidistantem, ace. of aequi-

distdns, which is compounded of L. aequus,

'equal', and distdns, 'distant'. See equal and
distant. Derivative: equidistant-ly, adv.

equilateral, adj., having all sides equal.— Late L.

aequilaterdtis, compounded of L. aequus, 'equal',

and latus, gen. lateris, 'side'. See equi- and
lateral.

equilibrate, tr. and intr. v., to balance.— Late L.

aequilibrdtus, pp. of aequilibrdre , 'to balance',

compounded of L. aequus, 'equal', and libra,

'balance'. See equilibrium and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives : equilihrat-ion, n., equilihrat-ive, adj.

equilibrist, n., one skilled in balancing, esp. a

ropedancer, — F. equilibriste, a hybrid coined

fr. equilibre, 'equilibrium, balance' (fr. L. aequi-

librium) and suff. -iste (fr. Gk. -iCTxrji;). See next

word and -ist.

equilibrium, n., balance. — L., 'even balance',

compounded of aequus, 'equal', and libra,

'balance'. See equi- and libra.

equimultiple, n,, one of the products obtained

by multiplying two or more numbers by the

same number. — Compounded of equi- and

multiple.

equine, adj., pertaining to a horse. — L. equinus,

'pertaining to horses', fr. equus, 'horse' (whence

equa, 'mare'), fr. L-E. *elcwos, 'horse', whence

also 01. dsvah, Avestic aspa-, Toch. A yuk,

Byakwe, Osxt. jdfs, Gk. tinzoz, dial. Gk. ixxo;,

Gael, epo; Olr. ech, 'horse', OLith. esva, Lith.

aSvd, 'mare', OF. eoh (for *ehv), OS. ehu- (in

ehuscalc), ON. jor, 'horse', Goth, alha-tundi,

'thorn', lit. 'horse tooth'. Cp. Asvins, hippo- and

the first element in Equisetum. For the ending

see suff. -ine (representing L. -Inus).

equinoctial, adj. and n. — L. aequinoclidlis, fr.

aequinoctium. See equinox and -ial.

equinox, n. — F. equinoxe, fr. L. aequinoctium,

'the time of equal days and nights', lit. 'equal

night', fr. aequus, 'equal', and nox, gen. noctis.



equip

'night'. See equal and night and cp. nocti-, noc-

turnal.

equip, tr. v., to furnish, fit out, provide. — F.

equiper, 'to fit out, furnish, equip', orig. 'to fit

out a ship', fr. OF. esquiper, which is of Teut.

origin. Cp. ON. skipa, 'to fit out a ship', fr.

skip, 'ship', and see ship.

Derivatives: equipage (q.v.), equip-ment, n.

equipage, n. — F. equipage, fr. equiper. See prec.

word and -age.

equipoise, n., balance, equilibrium. — A hybrid

coined fr. equi- and poise. Derivative: tr. v.

equipoUence, n., equality of force. — Formed
from next word and suff. -ce.

equipollent, adj., equal in force. — F. equipollent,

fr. L. aequipollentem, ace. of aequipollens, 'of

equal value or force', compounded of aequus,

'equal' (see equi-), and pollens, gen. pollentis,

pres. part, ofpollere, 'to be powerful, to be able'.

equiponderant, adj., of equal weight. — See next

word and -ant.

equiponderate, tr. v., to counterbalance. — ML.
aequiponderdtus, pp. of aequiponderare. See
equi-, ponder and verbal suif. -ate.

equipotential, adj., having equal potential force.

— Compounded of equi- and potential.

Equisetum, n., the horsetail {hot.) — L. equi-

saetum, equisetum, 'the horsetail', fr. equus,

'horse', and saetum, 'bristle'. See equine and
seta and cp. the second element in Catasetum,

Trisetum.

equitable, adj., just; fair. — F, equitable, fr. equi-

te. See equity and -able.

Derivatives: equitable-ness, n., equitabl-y, adv.

equitant, adj., having bases which overlap each
other (said of leaves).— L. equitdns, gen. -antis,

'riding', pres. part, of equitdre, 'to ride', fr.

eques, gen. equitis, 'horseman', fr. equus,

'horse'. See equine and -ant.

equitation, n., horsemanship. — F. equitation, fr.

L. equitdtionem, ace. of equitdtio, 'riding', fr.

equitdt(-um), pp. stem of equitdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

equity, n. — OF. equite (F. equite), fr. L. aequi-

tdtem, ace. of aequitds, 'equality, conformity,

symmetry, fairness', fr. aequus, 'level, equal'.

See equal and -ity.

equivalence, n. — F. equivalence, fr. ML. aequi-

valentia, fr. Late L. aequivalens, gen. -entis.

See next word and -ce.

equivalent, adj., i) equal; 2) having the same
valence (chem.)— F. equivalent, fr. Late L. aequi-

valentem, ace. of aequivalens, pres. part, of
aequivalere, 'to have equal force of value',

which is compounded of L. aequus, 'equal',

and valere, 'to be well, to be strong'. See equal

and valiant and cp. -valent.

Derivative: equivalent, n., 1) something equi-

valent; 2) (chem.) equivalent weight.

equivocal, adj., dubious, ambiguous. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. Late L. aequivocus, 'of

equal voice, of equal significaiice, eunbiguous.
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equivocal', which is compounded of L. aequus,

'equal', and the stem of vox, gen. vocis, 'voice'.

See equal and vocal and cp. equivoque. Late L.

aequivocus is prop, a loan translation of Gk.
6(i<ivi)(io<;, 'having the same name; equivocal,

ambiguous'.

Derivatives: equivocal, n., equivocal-ly, adv.,

equivocal-ness, n.

equivocate, intr. v., to use ambiguous terms. —
ML. aequivocdtus, pp. of aequivocdre, 'to call

by the same name', fr. Late L. aequivocus. See

prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivafives: equivocation (q.v.), equivocat-or, n.

equivocation, n. — ML. aequivocdtid, gen. -dnis,

fr. aequivocdtus, pp. of aequivocdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

equivoque, n., an equivocal term, a pun. — Late

L. aequivocus, 'of equal voice, ambiguous'

(whence £dso F. equivoque, adj., 'ambiguous',

equivoque, n., 'ambiguity'). See equivocal.

equoid, adj., resembling a horse {zool.) — A
hybrid coined fr. L. equus, 'horse', and Gk.
-oeiSyji;, 'like', fr. sTSo?, 'form, shape'. See

equine and -oid. The correct form is hippoid, in

which both elements are of Greek origin.

Equus, n., the typical genus of the horse family

(zool.) — L. equus, 'horse', whence equlnus,

'pertaining to horses'. See equine.

-er, suff. used to form nouns denoting an agent

as in hatter, ruler, teacher, — ME. -ere, -er, fr.

OE. -ere, rel. to OS. -er/, ON. -ari, Dan., Du. -er,

OHG. -dri, ari, -eri, MHG. -ere, G. -er, Goth.
-areis, fr. OTeut. *-dr}o-z, which derives fr. L.

-drius. See adj. suff. -ary and cp. -yen Cp. also

agential suff. -or. In some cases ME. -ere, -er

comes fr. MF. -ere, fr. L. -dtdrem, ace. of -a/or;

see -ator and cp. agential suff. -or.

-er, a suff. denoting a person or a thing connected

with something. — OF. -er, -ier, fr. L. -drius (if

connected with persons as in butler, grocer);

or -drium (if connected with things as in laver).

See adj. suff. -ary and cp. prec. suff.

-er, suff. meaning 'receptacle for', as in garner,

larder.— ME. -er, fr. AF. -er (corresponding to

OF., F. -ier), fr. L. -drium. See -ary, 'a place for'.

-er, suff. forming the comparative degree of ad-

jectives and adverbs. — ME. -er, -ere, fr. OE.
-ra (in adjectives), -or (in adverbs), rel. to ON.
-ri, -ari (in adjectives), -r, -ar (in adverbs), Du.
-er, OHG. -iro, -dro (in adjectives), -or (in ad-

verbs), MHG., G. -er, Goth, -iza, -oza (in ad-

jectives), -is, -OS (in adverbs), and cogn. with

L. -ior, Gk. -iwv, OL -iyas. Cp. -ior. Cp. also

superl. suff. -est

-er, a suff. forming French infinitives, used in

English (esp. in law terms) to express the action

denoted by the verb. — OF. -er or -re, fr. L.

-dre, resp. -ere, pres. inf. suff. of the first, resp.

the third conjugation. Cp. e.g. attainder, dis-

claimer, rejoinder.

-er, suff. forming frequentative verbs as flicker,

glimmer, patter.— ME. -ren, -rien, fr. OE. -rian.
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era, n. — Late L. aera, 'era', fr. L. aera, 'coun-

ters; items of calculation, money', pi. of aes,

'brass'. See ore.

eradiate, intr. and tr. v., to emit fight. — Formed
fr. e- and radiate.

eradiation, n., emission of light. — Formed fr. e-

and radiation.

eradicable, adj. — See next word and -able.

eradicate, tr. v., to root out. — L. erddicdtus, pp.
of erddicdre, 'to root out', fr. e- and radix, gen.

rddicis, 'root'. See radix and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: eradicat-ion, n., eradicat-ive, adj.,

eradicat-or, n.

Eragrostis, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,
compounded of Ipav, 'to love', and Sypwotk;,

'grass'. For the first element see erotic, for the

second see Agrostis.

Eranthemum, n., a genus of plants of the family

Acanthaceae {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. r)pav&e-

(iov, 'a camomile-like plant', which is com-
pounded of ^p, 'spring', and 5(v-&e|jtov, 'flower'.

The first element is a contraction of ^ap, fr.

orig. *fEctap, and is cogn. with L. ver, 'spring';

see vernal and cp. Eryngium. For the second

element see anther.

Eranthis, n., a genus of plants, the winter aconite

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. ^p,
'spring', and &\^oc„ 'flower'. See prec. word.

erase, tr. v., to rub out. — L. erdsus, pp. of erd-

dere, 'to scratch out, scrape off', fr. e- and
rasus, pp. of rddere, 'to scrape, scratch'. See

raze.

Derivatives: eras-ed, adj., eras-er, n., eras-ion,

n., eras-ure, n.

Erasmus, masc. PN. — L., Ut. 'beloved', rel. to

Gk. epixCTfxio?, 'lovely, pleasant', fr. 4pav, 'to

love'. See erotic and cp. Erastus.

Erastian, adj., pertaining to, or in accordance

with, the teachings of Thomas Erastus, a Swiss

physician (1524-83), follower of Zwingli. For
the ending see suff. -ian.

Derivative: Erastian-ism, n.

Erastus, masc. PN. — L., lit. 'beloved', fr. Gk.
epaari?, verbal adj. of epav, 'to love'. See erotic

and cp. Erasmus.

Erato, n., the Muse that presided over lyric

poetry (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'EpaTw, fr.

epaxi?, 'loved, beloved', verbal adj. of £pav, 'to

love'. See erotic and cp. Erasmus, Erastus.

erbium, n., a rare metallic element (chem.) —
ModL., coined by the Swedish chemist Karl

Gustaf Mosander (1797-1858), the discoverer

of this element (in 1843), from the name of the

Swedish town Ytterby, on analogy of many
other element names ending in -ium. Cp. ter-

bium, ytterbium, yttrium.

ere, adv., prep, and conj. — ME. er, fr. OE. xr,

'soon, before (in time)', adv., prep, and conj.

;

prop, an adv. in the compar.; rel. to OS.,

OFris., OHG., MHG. er, Du. eer, G. eher, 'ear-

fier', ON. dr, 'early', Goth, air, 'early', compar.

airis, 'earlier', and cogn. with Avestic ayar*.

'day', Gk. 9)pL [for iic(i)Epi], 'early, in the

morning', Homeric Y)£pio?, 'early, at daybreak',

Gk. fipiCTTov, 'breakfast'. Cp. early, erst, or,

'before'. Cp. also the first element in Erigenia,

Erigernn, aristology.

Erebus, n., a place of nether darkness leading

from Earth to Hades (Greek mythol.) — L., fr.

Gk. "Epspo?, fr. Heb. 'erebh, 'sunset, evening'.

See maarib and cp. Europe.

Derivative: Ereb-ian, adj.

Erechtheum, Erechtheion, n., a temple on the

acropolis of Athens. — L. Erechtheum, fr. Gk.

'Ep^-&eiov, called after 'EpEx-S^Eu?. 'Erechtheus',

the legendary founder of Athens. See next word.

Erechtheus, n., a king said to have founded

Athens (Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. 'Epsx-S^eu?,

lit. 'the Shaker (of the Earth)', fr. Ip^x^stv,

'to rend, break, shatter, shake', fr. L-E. base

*rekp-, 'to pull, tug, drag, pester', whence also

01. rdkfos-, 'goblin, evil spirit', lit. 'damage,

causer of damage', Avestic rashah, 'damage',

rashayeiti, 'damages'. Cp. prec. word. Cp. also

ralcshasa.

Erechtites, n., a genus of plants, the fireweed

(bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. ipEx^iTii;, 'groundsel'.

erect, adj., upright. — L. erectus, 'upright, lofty,

elevated', pp. of erigere, 'to set up, put straight,

erect, raise', fr. e- and regere, 'to keep straight,

lead, direct, rule, govern'. See regent and cp.

direct, v., and words there referred to.

erect, tr. v., to raise, set up. — Back formation

fr. erect, adj.

Derivatives: erect-er, n., erect-ive, adj., erect-

or, n.

erectile, adj. — F. erectile, fr. erectus, pp. of eri-

gere, 'to set up, erect'. See erect, adj., and -ile.

erectility, n. — F. erectilite. See prec. word and

-ity.

erection, n. — L. erectio, gen. -dnis, 'a setting up,

erecting', fr. erectus, pp. of erigere. See erect,

adj., and -ion.

erem-, form of eremo- before a vowel.

eremite, n., hermit. — ME. eremite, fr. Eccles.

L. eremita. See hermit.

eremitic, eremitical, adj., pertaining to an ere-

mite. — See prec. word and -ic, resp. also -al.

eremo-, before a vowel erem-, combining form

meaning 'lonely, solitary'.— Gk. epTjjxo-, ^pir]fi.-,

fr. gp7j(xo5. See hermit and cp. eremite.

erepsin, n., an enzyme in the small intestine (bio-

chem.) — Coined by the German pathologist

Julius Friedrich Cohnheim (1839-1884), on £ina-

\of,yofpepsin,fT. GV.. £pe7VTEo&ai, 'to feed upon',

which is cogn. with L. rapere, 'to seize'. See

rapid and chem. suff. -in.

eretiiism, n., irritability (physiol.) — F. erethisme,

fr. Gk. £pedta(jt6(;, 'irritation', fr. hfzMQsvj,

spe^iv, 'to rouse, stir, irritate', formed with

-ttt-enlargement from L-E. base *er-, *or-, 'to

set in motion, stir up, raise', whence also Gk.
6pwVvai, 'to rouse, start, chase', L. oriri, 't'o

rise'. See orient, n. and -ism.



Eretz Yisrael

Eretz Yisrael, the Land of Israel. — Heb. Eretz
Yisra'Sl, 'the land of Israel'. See Amhaarez and
Israel.

erg, n., the unit of energy in the C.G.S. system
{physics). — Ft. Gk. ipyov, 'work'. See ergon.

ergasia, n., the total functions of an individual.

— ModL., fr. Gk. Ipyatrta, 'work', fr. ipytk-

^ECT&ai, 'to be busy, to work', fr. epyov, 'work'

;

see ergon. The word ergasia was introduced into

psychiatry by the American psychiatrist Adolf
Meyer (1866-1950).

ergo, adv., therefore. — L. ergo, prob. standing

for *e rego, 'from the direction', fr. e, 'out of
(see e-), and *regum, a noun formed from the

stem of regere, 'to direct', and meaning 'direct-

ion'. Cp. ergd, 'opposite, toward', and see regent.

ergon, n., work (in terms of heat). — ModL., fr.

Gk. JpYov (dial, f^p-j-ov), 'work'. See work and
cp. erg. Cp. also allergy, alurgite, anergy, argon,

chimrgeon, demiurge, dramaturge, dramaturgy,

energumen, energy, ergasia, exergue, George,
georgic, liturgy, metallurgy, Panurge, surgeon,

synei^etic, telergy, thaumaturge, theurgy. Cp.
also organ, orgy.

ergosterol, n., an alcohol, C^HijO, occurring esp.

in ergot and yeast (biochem.) — Compounded
of ergot and sterol,

ergot, n., a disease of cereals caused by a fungus

(pathol.) — F., fr. OF. argos, argot, lit. 'a cock's

spur'; of unknown origin.

ergoted, adj., infected with ergot. — Formed fr.

ergot with suff. -ed.

ergotin, ergotine, n., an extract of ergot (pharm.)
— Formed fr. ergot with chem. sufF. -in.

ergotism, n., disease contracted by eating ergoted

grain. — A hybrid coined fr. ergot and -ism,

a suff. of Greek origin.

ergotize, tr. v., to infect with ergot. — A hybrid
coined fr. ergot and -ize, a suff. of Greek origin.

Derivative: ergotiz-ation, n.

Erianthus, n., a genus of plants, the woolly bear
grass (tor.) — ModL., lit. 'wool grass', fr. Gk.
ipiov, 'wool', and xv&o?, 'flower'. See erio- and
anther.

Eric, masc. PN. — ON. Eirikr. Cp. Dan. and
Swed. Erik, G. Erich, lit. 'honored ruler', com-
pounded of Teut. *aiza-, 'honor' and *rik-,

'ruler'. Teut. *aiza- derives fr. I.-E. base *ais-,

'to honor'; see edea. For the second element see

rich and cp. words there referred to.

Erica, n., the genus of heaths {bat.) -— ModL., fr.

L. erice, 'heath', fr. Gk. epctx-irj, ^pixvj, of s.m.,

which prob. stands for *fepeixS and is cogn.

with Olr. froech (for *vroiko-s), 'heath', Lith.

tifzis, Russ. veres, of s.m. Cp. brier, 'heath'.

Cp. also Hypericum.

Ericaceae, n.pl., the heath family (60/.)— ModL.,
formed fr. Erica with suff. -aceae.

ericaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Erigenia, n., a genus of plants of the carrot

family (bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. ripiy^Eia (Jem.),

'early-bom', compounded of ^pi, 'early, in the
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morning', and -yhjax, fr. ysv-, stem of ylyvza-

•&ai, 'to become, be bom'. See ere and genus.

Erigeron, n., a genus of plants, the daisy fleabane

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. rjpi-j-^ptov, 'groundsel',

which is compounded of ^pi, 'early' and yeptov,

'an old man' (see Erigenia and geronto-); so
called in allusion to the hoariness of some
species.

erikite, n., a silicate and phosphate of cerium,
lanthanum, etc. (mineral.) — Named after Erik
the Red, discoverer of Greenland. For the end-
ing see subst. suff. -ite.

Erin, n., ancient (now poetic) name of Ireland. —
OE. Erinn, dat. of Eriu (whence Ir. Eire), 'Ire-

land'. Cp. Dail Eireann, Erse, Irish, Hibernian,

erinite, n., a basic copper arsenate of emerald-
green color (mineral.) — Named after Erin,

'Ireland'. See prec. word and subst. suff. -ite.

Erinys, n., one of the three avenging spirits,

Alecto, Tisiphone and Megaera (Greek mythol.)
— L., fr. Gk. 'EpTvij!;, which is of uncertain
origin. It possibly means lit. 'the angry spirit',

and is rel. to Arcadian Ipfvsiv, 'to be angry',

and to Gk. opfveiv, 'to raise, stir, excite', Spt?,

'strife, discord', fr. I.-E. *erei-, enlargement
of base *er-, 'to set in motion, stir up', whence
Gk. opviivai, L. oriri, 'to rise'. See orient, n.,

and cp. erethism, Eris, eristic.

erio-, combining form meaning 'wool'. — Gk.
£pto-, fr. gptov, 'wool', rel. to Homeric and Ion.

slpo?, 'wool' (fr. *?pfo?, which was prob. dis-

similated fr. *f^pf0?), Gk. apY;v, Gortyn. fapTjv,

'ram', and cogn. with OI. ura, 'sheep', liranah,

'ram, lamb', ura-bhraft, 'ram', Arm. gafn,

'lamb', L. vervex, 'wether' (prop, 'wool bear-

er'). Cp. Iresine. Cp. also berger and the first

element in Amoseris.

Eriocaulaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the pipe-

wort family (bot.) — ModL., formed fr. Erio-

caulon with suff. -aceae.

eriocaulaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

Eriocaulon, n., a genus of plants, the pipewort
(bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. gptov,

'wool' (see erio-), and y.a.ij\6q, 'stalk' (see cau-

line); so called from the wool at the base of
the stalk.

Eriodictyon, n., a genus of the waterleaf family

(bot.) — ModL., lit. 'woolen net', fr. erio- and
Gk. StxTjov, 'net'. See Dictynidae.

Eriogonum, n., a genus of plants of the buck-
v/heat family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of
erio- and Gk. yovu, 'knee'. See -gon and cp.

words there referred to.

erionite, n., a zeolitic silicate (mineral.)— Formed
with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. gpiov, 'wool' (see

erio-) ; so called from its woolly appearance.
Eriophorum, n., a genus of plants, the cotton
grass (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. 4pto96po(;, 'wool-

bearing', fr. Epiov, 'wool', and -!p6poi;, 'bearing,

carrying'. See erio- and -phore.

Eris, n., the goddess of discord in Greek mytho-
logy. — L., fr. Gk. "Epi?, lit. 'strife, discord'.
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fr. T.-E. *erei-, enlargement of base *er-, 'to set

in motion, stir up'. See Erinys and cp. next word.

eristic, adj., controversial. — Gk. ipiaTiKaq,

'connected with strife', fr. Epi?, 'strife, debate,

discord'. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivative: eristic, a., a controversialist.

erlking, n., a spirit who does mischief, esp. to

children (German and Scandinavian mythology).

— G. Erlkonig, coined by Herder as translation

of Dan. elle(r)konge, fr. elve(r)konge ; see elf and

king. The word ellerkonge lit. means 'king of

the elves', but was mistaken by Herder and by

Goethe for 'king of the alder' (cp. G. Eller,

Erie, 'alder', and see elder, alder).

Ermentrud, Ermentrude, Ermyntrude, fem. PN.
— OHG. Ermentrudis, Irmintrud, compounded
of ermin, 'whole, universal', and trut, driit

(whence MHG. triit, G. traut), 'beloved, dear'.

For the first element cp. Irma. For the second

element see true and cp. the second element in

Astrid, Gertrude.

ermine, n., a kind of weasel. — OF. ermine (F.

hermine), femin. of OF. ermin, hermin, which

prob, derives fr. L. Armeniiis, 'Armenian', used

in the sense of Armeniiis miis, lit. 'Armenian

mo\i%c\fT . Armenia, fr.Gk.'Ap(j,£via, 'Armenia'.

Derivatives: ermine, adj. and tr.v., ermin-ed,

adj., ermines, n.pl. (her.), ermin-ois, n. (her.)

-ern, suff. denoting direction. — OE. -erne, rel.

to OHG. -roni (in nordaroni, 'northern').

erne, also em, n., a sea eagle. — ME. ern, arn, fr.

OE. earn, 'eagle', rel. to ON. orn, MDu. arent,

OHG., aro, arn. MHG. arn, G. Aar, Goth, ara,

'eagle', and cogn. with Gk. opvi?, 'bird',

OSlav. orila, Lith. erelis, Bret., Co. er, W. eryr,

Olr. ilar, 'eagle' (dissimil. fr. *erir-), Hitt.

harash, haranash, 'eagle'; cp. Akkad. arU, erQ,

'eagle'. See omitho- and cp. arend, the first ele-

ment in Arnold and the second element in

allerion.

Ernest, masc. PN. — F. Ernest, of G. origin.

Cp. OHG. Ernust, whence G. Ernst. The name
lit. means 'earnestness'. See earnest, 'earnest-

ness', and cp. next word.

Ernestine, fem. PN. — Formed fr. prec. word
with suff. -ine.

erode, tr. v., to eat into, wear away. — F. eroder,

fr, L. erodere (pp. erosus), "to gnaw away, con-

sume", fr. e- and rodere, 'to gnaw'. See rodent

and cp. corrode. Derivative; erod-ed, adj.

erodent, adj., causing erosion. — L. erodens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of erodere. See prec. word
and -ent.

Erodium, n.. a genus of plants of the geranium

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. epcoSio;, 'heron',

so called in allusion to the shape of the fruit

resembling the beak of the heron. Gk. ^pojStA?

stands in gradational relationship to L. ardea,

'heron', ON. arta, 'creek duck' (whence the

dimin. ertla, 'wagtail'), Serb, and Croat, roda,

'stork'. Cp. Ardea.

erogenous, adj., productive of sexual desire. —

Compounded of Gk. epcog, 'love, desire', and

YEV-, the stem of yevvav, 'to beget, bring forth,

generate, produce'. See erotic and -genous.

Eros, n., the god of love in Greek mythology. —
L., fr. Gk. "Epcoc, personification of epto?, 'love',

which is rel. to epav, 'to love'. See erotic.

erosion, n. — F. erosion, fr. L. erosionem, ace. of

erosio, 'a gnawing away', fr. erosus, pp. of ero-

dere. See erode and -ion.

erosive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. ero-

sus, pp. of erodere. See erode.

erotic, adj., of sexual love. — Gk. ipaxiy.6q,

'caused by love; referring to love', fr. epco?, gen.

epcoTo;, 'love, sexual desire', rel. to spav, spxa-

&ai, 'to love', which is of uncertain etymology.

Cp. Erasmus, Erastus, Erato, Eros, the first ele-

ment in Eragrostis and the second element in

pederasty. For the ending see suff. -ic.

Derivatives: erotic, n., erotica, n.pl. (ModL.).

erotic-al, adj., erot-ic-al-ly, adv., erot-ic-ism, n.,

erot-ism, n.

eroto-, combining form, used in the sense of

erotic. — See prec. word.

erotomania, n. — ModL., fr. Gk. ipcoxo^avta,

epwjjiavia, 'mad love', which is formed fr. spw?,

'love', and ixavla, 'madness, frenzy'. See erotic

and mania.

err, intr. v. — ME. erren. fr. F. errer, 'to wander',

fr. L. errare (for *ersdre), 'to wander, stray

about, miss the right way, wander from the truth,

err, mistake', which is cogn. with Goth, airzeis,

'astray, going astray', airzjan, 'to lead astray,

deceive', OHG. irron, MHG., G. irren, 'to err.'

Cp. erratic, error, aberration, inerrable. Cp. also

It. errare, OProven?., Catal., Sp. and Port.

error, which all derive fr. L. errare.

Derivative: err-ing, adj.

errand, n. — ME. crande, fr. earlier arende, fr.

OE. xrende, 'a message', rel. to OS. drundi, ON.
erendi, Dan. xrende, Swed. cirende, OFris.

erende, OHG. drunti, 'message'.

errant, adj., wandering, roving. - F., pres. part,

of OF. errer, 'to journey, march, wander', fr.

VL. *iterdre, fr. L. iter, 'journey'. See itinerate

and cp. arrant. Cp. also eyre. OF. errer in the

above sense was confused with OF. and F. errer.

'to err', fr, L. errare: see err.

erratic, adj., irregular. — F. erratique, fr. L. er-

rdticus, "wandering, straying about, roving', fr.

errdtus, pp. of errdre, 'to wander, stray about,

rove'. See err and -ic. Derivative: erratic, n.

erratum, n. (pi, errata), an error in writing or

printing, — L„ neut, pp, of errdre, 'to err".

See err.

erroneous, adj. — L, errdneus, 'wandering, stray-

ing, roving'. See err. For E, -ous, as equivalent

to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivatives :frra«eo«.s-/v, aiiv.,erroneous-ness,n.

error, n. — L. error, 'a wandering, straying about,

missing the right way, wandering from the

truth, error', rel. to errdre, 'to wander, stray

about'. See err.
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ersatz, n., a substitute. — G., lit. 'replacement',
fr. ersetzen, 'to replace', fr. OHG. irsezzen, ft.

pref. (>-, unaccented equivalent of pref. -ur, and
setzen, 'to set'. See a-, intensive pref., and set, v.

Erse, n., pertaining to Scottish or Irish Gaelic.—
A var. of Irish.

Derivative: Erse, n., Scottish or Irish Gaelic,

erst, adv., formerly (archaic).— ME. erest, erste,

fr. OE. xrest, 'soonest, earliest' (rel. to OS.
and OHG. erist, MHG. erst, G. erst); superl.

of xr, 'soon, before (in time)'. See ere and cp.

early. Compound: erst-while, adv.

erubescence, n., process of becoming red. — L.

erubescentia, 'a blushing', fr. erubescens, gen.

eritis. See next word and -ce.

erubescent, adj., reddening, blushing. — L. eru-

bescens, gen. -entis, pres part, of erubescere,

'to grow red, blush', fr. e- and rubescere, 'to

grow red', inchoative of rubere, 'to be red'.

See rubric and -escent and cp. rubescent.

eruct, tr. and intr. v., to belch. — F. eructer, fr.

L. eructare, 'to belch forth'. See next word.
eructate, intr. v., to belch. — L. eructatus, pp. of
eructare, 'to belch forth', fr. e- and ructdre, 'to

belch', frequentative formed fr. (e)ructus, pp. of
{e)rugere, to belch', from the I.-E. imitative

base *reug; 'to belch', whence also Lith. riigiu,

rugti, 'to belch', Gk. ipuyTj, 'eructation'. Arm.
orcam, 'I beich'. The letter o in Arm. orcam (for

*o-rucam) and e in Gk. Ipv-fh are prosthetic

and due to the influence of the initial r; cp. Gk.
4-pu&p6?, 'red', which is cogn. with L. ruber,

'red', and see erysipelas.

eructation, n. — L. eructatio, gen. -onis, 'a belch-

ing forth', fr. eructatus, pp. of eructare. See
prec. word and -Ion.

erudite, adj., learned. — L. eruditus, pp. of eru-

dlre, 'to polish, instruct', lit. 'to bring out of
the rough', fr. e- and rudis, 'rough'. See rude.

Derivatives: erudite-ly, adv., erudite-ness, n.

erudition, n. — L. eruditio, gen. -onis, 'instruc-

tion, education', fr. eruditus, pp. of Srudire. See
prec. word and -ion.

erupt, intr. v. — L. eruplus, pp. of erumpere, 'to

break out, burst', fr. e- and rumpere, 'to break
forth'. See rupture,

eruption, n. — L. eruptio, gen. -onis, 'a breaking
out', fr. eruptus, pp. of erumpere. See prec. word
and -km.

eruptive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

eruptus, pp. of erumpere. See erupt.

Derivatives : eruptive, n., eruptive-ly, adv.

Ervum, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

{bot.) — L. ervum, 'the bitter vetch', which, to-

gether with Gk. opopo?, 'the bitter vetch',

ip^Piv^q, 'chick-pea', OS. eriwit, erit, MDu.
erwete. OHG. arawei} (MHG. arwij, drwis,

G. Erbse), 'pea', of s.m., prob. derives from an
unknown, perh. non-Indo-European, language.
Cp. arvejon, Orobanche.

-ery, suff. denoting i) things collectively, as in

finery; 2) place where something is produced.

as in bakery; 3) business, trade, occupation, as

in archery, surgery; 4) behavior, conduct, as in

foolery. — OF. or F. -erie, a suff. compounded
of OF. or F. -ier (fr. L. -drius) and OF. or F. -ie

(fr. L. -id). See -er, suff. denoting connectedness,

and -y (representing OF. or F. -ie) and cp. -ry.

Eryngium, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,
fr. Gk. YjpiiYYiov, dimin. of ^ipuYyo? (fem.),

'sea holly, eryngo', rel. to ^ipuYyo? (masc),

'goatsbeard'; prob. derived fr. ^p, contracted

form of Sap, 'spring', and lit. meaning 'spring

flower'; see Frisk, GEW., p. 644. See Eran-

themnm and cp. Aruncus.

eryngo, n., a plant of the genus Eryngium. —
Gk. %uYYo?. 'sea holly, eryngo'. See prec. word.

Erysibe, n., a genus of powdery mildews (bot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. Ipuofp-r), 'mildew', which is

prob. rel. to Ipu&p6?, 'red', ipucrtTreXai;, 'erysi-

pelas'. See erysipelas.

Erysimum, n., a genus of plants of the mustard
family (bot.) — L., fr. Gk. £pijOT(iov, 'hedge-

mustard', fr. £piieiv, 'to draw, drag', fr. base

*fepu-, 'to draw', whence also 2pu|xa, 'fence,

guard', puTi^p, 'one who draws'.

erysipelas, n., an acute inflammatory disease of

the skin. — Gk. ^pu<j(7reXai;, lit. 'red skin', fr.

£pu&p6?, 'red', and -TreXa?, 'skin' (used only in

compounds), which is cogn. with L.pellis, 'skin'.

Gk. 4pu!>p6(; is cogn. with L. ruber, rQfus, 'red',

rubere, 'to be red', Goth, roups, OE. read, 'red'.

The initial i in ipufl-pd? is prosthetic and due
to the circumstance that the Greek never begins

a word with r. (Initial p in Greek words is the

equivalent of I.-E. *sr- or 'wr-.) See red and cp.

Erysibe, Erysiphe, Erythronium. For the second
element in erysipelas see fell, 'hide'.

Erysiphe, n., a synonym of Erysibe (bot.) —
ModL., short for *Erysisiphe (see haplology);

compounded of ipuai- (for 4pu*p6<;), 'red', and
afcptov, 'tube'. See prec. word and siphon.

erythema, n., redness of the skin (med.) — Me-
dical L., fr. Gk. 4puS7)(jLa, 'redness of the skin',

fr. ipuO^atvetv, 'to make red', dye red', fr. ipeii-

•&EIV, of s.m., which is rel. to Ipu^p^c, 'red'.

See erysipelas and -ma.

erythro-, before a vowel erythr-, combining form
meaning 'red'. — Gk. 4pi>»po-, ipu&p-, fr.

ip\>&p6(;, 'red'. See erysipelas.

erythrocyte, n., a red blood cell. — Compounded
of erythro- and -cyte.

Erythronium, n., a genus of plants, the dog's-

tooth violet (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ipu^po;,

'red'. See erythro-.

Esau, n., the son of Isaac and Rebecca (Bible).—
Late L. Esau, fr. Gk. ' Hcaij, fr. Heb. 'Esdw, prob.

meaning Ut. 'hairy', and rel. to Arab, d'thd,

'hairy'. See Gen. 25: 25.

escadriUe, n., a small naval squadron. — F., fr.

Sp. escuadrilla, dimin. of escuadra, 'square,

squad, squadron', fr. escuadrar, 'to square', fr.

VL. *exquadrare. See square and cp. squad,

squadron.
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escalade, n., the act of scaling the walls of a for-

tified place by means of ladders. — F., fr. It.

scalata, prop. fem. pp. of scalare, 'to climb by
means of a ladder', fr. scala, 'ladder'. See scale,

'measure', and -ade.

Derivatives: escalade, tr. v., escalad-er, n.

escalator, n., a moving staircase. — ModL. See

escalade and agential suff. -or.

Escallonia, n., a genus of South American shrubs

(bot.) — ModL., named after its discoverer, the

1 8th cent. Spanish traveler Escalldn. For the

ending see suff. -ia.

Escalloniaceae, n. pL, a family of shrubs. —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

escalloniaceous, adj. — Formed fr. Escallonia

with suff. -aceous.

escalop, escallop, n., scallop shell; scallop.— OF.
escalope, 'shell'. See scallop.

Derivative: excal([)op-ed, adj. (her.)

escapade, n., a wild prank. — F., fr. Sp. esca-

pada, 'escape', prop. fem. pp. of escapar, 'to

escape'. See next word and -ade.

escape, intr. and tr. v. — ME. escapen, fr. ONF.
escaper, which corresponds to OF. eschaper (F.

echapper), 'to escape', orig. 'to throw off the

cowl', fr. VL. *excappdre (whence also Ruman.
scdpd. It. scappare, OProven?., Catal., Sp. esca-

par. Port, escappar), formed fr. 1st ex- and Late

L. cappa, 'hood, mantle'. See cape, 'cloak'.

Derivatives: escape, n., escapement (q.v.),

escap-er, n.

escapement, n. — Formed on analogy of F.

echappement from escape with suff. -ment.

escarbuncle, n. (her.) — OF. (F. escarboucle), fr.

L. carbunculus, 'a small coal; a bright, reddish

kind of precious stone', dimin. of carbd, gen.

-onis 'coal'. See carbon and cp. carbuncle.

escarp, n., a steep slope. — F. escarpe, fr. It.

Scarpa, prob. derived fr. Goth. *skrapa, which

is rel. to MHG. schrof, 'crag'. Cp. scarp, n.

escarp, tr. v., to make into an escarp. — F. es-

carper, fr. escarpe. See escarp, n.

escarpment, n., wide ground formed into an es-

carp. — F. escarpement, fr. escarper. See prec.

word and -ment.

-esce, suff. forming inchoative verbs. — L. -esco,

-escere, cogn. with Gk. -<n<-&),-(jx-etv,OI.-ccAa,

Avestic -sa-; cp. OI. gdcchati, Avestic jasaiti,

'goes', Gk. pdtcTxto, 'I go'; OI. pfcchdti, Avestic

p'r'saiti, 'asks', corresp. to L. poscere (for

*porc-scere), 'to demand, desire', OHG. forscon

(MHG. vorschen, G. forschen), 'to search, in-

quire'. Cp. verbal suff. -ish. Cp. also -escency,

-escent

-escence, suff. forming abstract nouns from ad-

jectives ending in -escent.— See -escent and -ce.

-escency, suff. denoting incipiency. — See the

suffixes -escent and -cy.

-escent, suff. forming adjectives and nouns from
verbs and meaning 'beginning to; beginning to

be in the condition expressed by the verb*. —
L. -esdtts, gen. -entis, pres. part. suff. of verbs

into -escere; meaning 'to begin to ...'. See

-esce and -ent.

eschalot, n. — See shallot.

eschar, n., a dry crust on a bum (med.) — Late

L. eschara, fr. Gk. iaxApoi, 'hearth; scar from

a bum'. See scar, 'mark on the skin'.

escharotic, adj., causing an eschar; caustic. —
Late L. eschardticus, fr. Gk. kaxapaxaioq, fr,

^oxapa. See prec. word and -ic.

escbatology, n., the doctrine of the last things. —
Lit. 'the study of the last things', fr. Gk. SaxaToq,

'furthest, remotest, last', and -XoyES, fr. -'k6yo(;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one

who deals (with a certain topic)'. Gk. iiyx'>''''0(;

is a derivative of iS, (Boeotian s?), 'out of ; see

2nd ex-. For the second element see -logy.

Derivatives: eschatolog-ical, adj., eschatolog-

ist, n.

escheat, n., the reverting of the land to the king

or another lord of the fee. — ME. eschete, fr.

OF. escheoite, prop. fem. pp. of escheoir (F.

echoir), fr. VL. *excadere, 'to fall out', fr. ist

ex and *cadere, corresponding to L. cadere, 'to

fall'. See cadence and cp. cheat, decay.

Derivative: escheat, intr. and tr. v.

eschew, tr. v., to shun, avoid. — ME. eschewen,

eschuen, fr. OF. eschiuver, eschiver, eschever,

'to shim', fr. Frankish *skiuhan, which is rel.

to OHG. sciuhen, 'to avoid, escape', MHG.
schiuhen, G. scheuen, 'to fear, shun, shrink from',

MHG. schiech, G. scheu, 'shy, timid'. It. schivare,

'to avoid, shun, protect from'(whence F. esquiver,

'to avoid, dodge'), derives fr. It. schivo, 'shy,

bashful', which is a loan word fr. WTeut. *skiu,

'shy'. See shy and cp. skew, which is a doublet

of eschew.

Derivatives: eschew-al, n., eschew-er, n.

Eschscholtzia, n., a genus of herbs of the Pa-

paveraceae.— ModL., named after the German
botanist Johann Friedrich von Eschschollz

(1793-1831). For the ending see suff. -ia.

esclandre, n., a scandal, scandalous scene. — F.,

fr. OF. escandle, fr. earlier escandele, fr. L. scan-

dalum. See scandal and cp. slander.

esclavage, n., necklace. — F., Ut. 'slavery', fr.

esclave, 'slave'. See slave and -age.

escoba, n., tropical American mallow. •— Sp.,

'broom,' fr. L. scdpa, 'twig, shoot; broom,

besom,' which is rel. to scdpus, 'shaft, beam',

fr. I.-E. base *skdp-, *skdp-, 'shaft, thin branch',

whence also shaft, 'stem, stock', and scepter

(qq.v.) Cp. also scopa.

esconson, n. (archit.) — OF. escoinson (F. ecoin-

fon, ecoinsori), 'jamb of doors or windows'. See

scuncheon, which is a doublet of esconson.

Escorial, n., a palace built in the i6th century

by PhiUp II of Spain, NW. of Madrid. — Sp.,

prop, 'a place where a mine has been exhausted',

fr. escoria, 'dross, scoria', fr. L. scoria, of s.m.

See scoria and adj. suff. -al.

escort, n., a i)erson or persons accompanying an-

other or others for protection, courtesy, etc. —



F. escorle, fr. It. scorta, fr. scorgere, 'to show,
to guide', fr. VL. *excorrigere, fr. 1st ex- and
L. conigere, 'to make straight, set right'. See

correct, adj.

Derivative: escort, tr. v.

escritoire, n., a writing desk.— OF. (F. ecriloire),

fr. Late L. scriptorium, 'place for writing', prop,

neut. of the Latin adjective scriptorius, 'per-

taining to writing', fr. scriptus, pp. of scribere,

'to write'. See scribe and cp. scriptorium, which

is a doublet of escritoire.

escrow, n., a written engagement (/aH-). — OF.
escroe, escroue, 'roll of papers'. See scroll.

escudo, n., i)name of various Spanish and Portu-

guese gold and silver coins : 2) the gold mone-

tary unit of Portugal. — Sp. and Port, escudo,

fr. L. scutum, 'shield'. See scutum and cp.

escutcheon.

esculent, adj., eatable; edible. — L. esculentus,

'good to eat, eatable', fr. esca, 'food', fr. *eds-

qa (cp. Lith. eska, 'appetite'), fr. L-E. base *ed-,

'to eat'. See eat.

escutcheon, n., a shield on which a coat of arms

is depicted {her.) — ONF. escuchon, corres-

ponding to OF. escuson, F. ecusson, fr. VL.

*scutionem, ace. of *scutid, fr. L. scutum, 'shield'.

See scutum and cp. scutcheon, escudo. For the

collateral forms escutcheon and scutcheon cp.

espy, spy: esquire, squire; estate, state.

Esdras, n., either of two apocryphal books as-

cribed to tzra. — Gk. "EaSpac, fr. Heb. 'Ezra.

See Ezra.

-ese, sufT. used to form adjectives or nouns de-

noting 'names of nations or their language' (cp.

Portuguese, Chinese, etc.) — OF. -eis (F. -ois)

fr. L, -ens is.

-ese, suff. used in chemistry to denote an en-

zyme that accelerates synthetic action. — Sug-

gested as a collateral form of -ase (q.v.)

-esis, suff. denoting process of action. — ModL.,

fr. Gk. -t;o'.;, formed fr. £-stem verbs. Cp. -asis,

-osis, -iasis.

eskar, esker, n., deposit left by a subglacial

stream fgeol.) — Ir. eiscir, 'a ridge'.

Eskimo, n. and adj. — N. American Indian

eskimanlsik, 'caters of raw flesh', a name given

by the Algonquians to the N. American Indian

tribes living in the Arctic and Greenland. Cp.

Husky.

Esmeralda, fern. FN. — Sp., lit. 'emerald'. See

emerald,

eso-, combining form meaning 'within'. — Fr.

Gk. saw (Ion. Eiaoi), 'in, within', which

stand for *sva(o and are rel. to kq, sic, (for

*tjq), 'into', and to ev, 'm'. See 2nd en-.

Esocidae, n. pi., a family of fishes (ichthyol.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -Idae fr. esox, gen.

cmcis, 'a kind offish' (prob. 'salmon'), a word
of Gaulish origin. Cp. OCo., MBret. ehoc, Ir.

eo (gen. iach), 'salmon'.

esophag-, form of esophago- before a vowel.

esophageal, oesophageal, adj., pertaining to the
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esophagus. — See esophagus and adj. suff. -al.

esophago-, before a vowel esophag-, pertaining

to the esophagus. — Fr. Gk. otCT09aYOi;. Sec

next word.

esophagus, n., the gullet (anat.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. obocpdcyo;, 'the gullet', which prob.

means lit. 'bearer of food', and is compounded
of o'tCTO), 'I shall carry' (used as future of cpipetv,

'to bear, carry'), a word ofunknown et>'mology,

and (payeTv, 'to eat'. See -phagous.

esoteric, adj., intended for the initiated only,

secret. — Gk. ectoTeptxoi;, lit. 'pertaining to

those within', fr. eacoTcpM, 'more within', com-

par. of saw, 'within'. See eso- and cp. exoteric.

For the etymology of the compar. sufF. -ler see

-ther and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: esoteric, n., esoteric-al-ly, adv., eso-

teric-ism, n.

espadon, n., a long two-handed sword. — F., fr.

It. spadone, augment, of spada, 'sword', fr. L.

spada. See spade and cp. words there referred to.

For the It. augment, suff. -one see -oon.

espagnolette, n., bolt for a casement window. —
F., fr. espagnol, 'Spanish' (fr. Espagne, 'Spain'),

and dimin. suff. -ette.

espalier, n., a trellis or framework on which fruit

trees are trained flat. — F., fr. It. spalliera, fr.

spalla, 'shoulder', fr. L. spatula, 'broad piece',

whence also F. epaule, "shoulder". See epaulet

and cp. cpauliire.

Derivative : espalier, tr. v.

esparto, n., also esparto grass. — Sp. esparto, fr.

L. .spartum, fr. Gk. cTTrapTOv, 'rope, cable;

Spanish broom; esparto', which is rel. to

CTTrapToq, 'Spanish broom; esparto', and to

oTcctpa, 'coil, twist', and prob. cogn. with Lith.

spartas, 'band'. See spire, 'spiral', and cp.

Spartina, Spartium.

especial, adj. — ME., fr. OF. especial (f. special),

fr. L. specidlis. See special, which is a doublet

of especial.

Derivatives: especial-Iy, adv., especial-nes',, n.

Esperanto, n. — Fr. Esperanto, pseudonym of

Dr. Lazarus Ludwig Zamenhof (1859-1917), in-

ventor of this language, fr. Sp. esperanza, 'hope',

fr. esperar, 'to hope', fr. L. sperare. See despair

and -ance.

Derivatives: Esperant-ic, adj., Esperani-ism, n.,

Esperant-ist, n. and adj.

espial, n. — OF. espiaille, fr. espier, "to spv '. See

espy and subst. suff. -al.

espionage, n. — F. espionnage, 'spying", fr. espion,

'spy', fr. It. spione. See espy and -age.

esplanade, n., a level place; esp. one serving as a

promenade. — F., fr. It. spianata, "leveling; es-

planade', prop, subst. use of the fern. pp. of

spianare, 'to level', fr. L. expldndre, 'to flatten,

level', whence also explain (q.v.)

espousal, n. — OF. espousailles (F. epousailles),

fr. L. sponsdlia, 'betrothal, espousal' (whence

also OProven^. espozaiha, OSp. esposayas, Sp.

esponsales), prop. neut. pi. of the adjective spon-

iUZ estaoiisn

sdlis, 'pertaining to betrothal', fr. spdnsus, pp.

of spondere, 'to engage oneself, promise'. See

spouse and subst. suff. -al and cp. spousaL

espouse, tr. v. — OF. espouser (F. epouser), fr.

L. sponsdre, 'to betroth, espouse', freq. of spon-

dere (pp. spdnsus), 'to engage oneself, promise'.

See prec. word and cp. spouse.

Derivative: espous-er, n.

espressivo, adv., with expression {musical direc-

tion). — It., 'expressive', fr. espresso, fr. L. ex-

pressus, 'distinct', lit. 'expressed', pp. of expri-

mere. See express, adj., and -ive.

esprit, n., spirit, wit. — F., fr. L. spiritus. See

spirit.

esprit de corps, spirit of attachednessand devotion

to a body of persons associated. — F., lit.

'spirit of the body'. See prec. word, de- and corps.

espy, tr. v.— ME. espien, fr. OF. espier (F. epier),

fr. Frankish *spehdn, which is rel. to OHG.
spehon, 'to spy'. See spy, v.

esquamate, adj., having no scales {zool. and bot.)

— Formed fr. e- and L. squdmdtus, 'scaly', fr.

squama, 'scale'. See squama and cp. desquamate.

-esque, suff. — F., fr. It. -esco, borrowed fr. Teut.

-isk. See adj. suff. -ish.

esquire, n. — ME. esquier, fr. OF. escuyer, es-

quier (F. ecuyer), 'squire, equerry', orig. 'shield-

bearer', fr. VL. scdtdrius, 'shield bearer' (but

classical L. scdtdrius means 'shield maker'), fr.

L. scutum, 'shield'. See equerry and cp. squire.

esquisse, n., first sketch. — F., fr. It. schizzo. See

sketch.

ess, n., i) the letter s; 2) anything shaped like

the letter s.

-ess, suff. forming feminine nouns, as in countess,

hostess. — ME. -esse, fr. OF. (= F.) -esse, fr.

Late L. -issa (whence also It. -ezza, Sp., Port.

-esa), fr. Gk. -Kjua, which—in classical Greek

—

occurs only in paatXiaoa, 'queen' (fr. (BaatXeu?,

'king'). However, in later Greek, several other

nouns were formed on analogy of PauiXicroa

(cp. e.g. 7tavS6xiCTCTa, 'female innkeeper', fr.

TcavSoxeu?, 'innkeeper').

-ess, suff. forming nouns of quality from adject-

ives, as in duress. — ME. -esse, fr. OF. (= F.)

-esse, fr. L. -itia, whence also It. -ezza. Proven?.,

Sp., Port. -eza. Cp. the subst. suffixes -ice, -ise.

essay, tr. and intr. v. — OF. essaier (F. essayer),

fr. VL. *exagidre, 'to weigh', fr. L. exagium, 'a

weighing', fr. exigere, 'to weigh, measure, exam-

ine', lit. 'to drive out', fr. ist ex- and agere, 'to

drive'. See agent and cp. assay.

essay, n. — OF. (= F.) essai, fr. essaier. See es-

say, v.

essayist, n., a writer of essays. — A hybrid coined

fr. essay, n., and -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

Derivatives: essayist-ic, essayist-ic-al, adjs., es-

sayist-ic-ol-ly, adv.

esse, n., being, actual existence. — L. esse, 'to

be', fr. I.-E. base *es-, 'to be', whence also L.

es-t, 'is', 01. dsmi, Hitt. esmi. Arm. em, Gk.

etjit, Lesb. and Thessal. 4|X|xt, Dor. ^(it. Alb.

jam, OS\a.\ . jesmi, Lith. esmi, Olr. am, Goth, im,

OE. eom, eam, am, 'I am', OI. smdfi, Gk. 4(j[i£v,

Ion. zl^iv. Dor. d[i.iQ, Lith. esme, OSlav. jesmH,

L. sumus, 'we are' (L. sum, 'I am', has been

formed on analogy of the pi. sumus). Cp. ab-

sence, absent, -ent, entity, essence, essential, in-

terest, presence, present, prosit. Cp. also am, art,

are, is, sin, 'transgression', sooth. Cp. also ety-

mology, etymon, lieteroousian, homoiousian,

homoousian, onto-, sattwa, suttee, swastika.

essence, n. — F., fr. L. essentia, 'being or essence

of a thing', fr. essent-, pres. part, stem of esse,

'to be'; prop, loan translation of Gk. ouctiS,

'essence'. See esse and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending see suff. -ence.

Essene, n., a member of an ancient Jewish sect of

ascetics, first appearing in history in the 2nd

century B.C.E. — L. Esseni{p\.), 'the Essenes',

fr. Gk. 'E<j<r/]voL Most scholars derive this word

from Heb. tz^nu'tm, 'the modest ones', or from

Heb. lidshd'im, 'the silent ones'. It is more pro-

bable, however, that Gk. 'Ea<nivot derives fr.

Syr. hdsen, pi. absolute state of fidsS, 'pious' ; cp.

thepLemphaticstateAara^yd,whence the parallel

Greek form 'Eaaaioi. This etymology gains in

probability by the fact that Philo (in Quod om-

nis probus liber sit, § 1 3) identifies the Essenes

with the 'Pious' (twv 'Eaaaiwv t] octitov = 'of

the Essenes or the Pious').

Derivatives: Essen-ian, adj., Essen-ian-ism, n.,

Essen-ic, Essen-ic-al, adjs., Essen-ism, n., Essen-

ize, tr. V.

essential, adj. — ML. essentidlis, 'essential', fr.

L. essentia. See essence and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : essential-ity, n., essential-ly, adv.

essonite, also, more correctly, hessonite, n., cinna-

mon stone {mineral.) — Formed with subst.

suff. -ite fr. Gk. TJaatov, 'inferior to', compar. of

^xa, 'slightly, a little, slowly, faintly'; which is

prob. cogn. with L. segnis, 'slow, tardy, slug-

gish'. The cinnamon stone was so called in al-

lusion to its being less hard than true hyacinth

and some other minerals.

-est, suff. forming the superlative degree of ad-

jectives and adverbs. — ME., fr. OE. -ost, -est,

rel. to ON. -astr, -str, OHG. -isto, -osto, G. -est,

Goth, -ists, -osts, and cogn. with Gk. -laxoc,,

01. -i?tha; formed orig. from the compar. suff.

through the addition of a suff. beginning with /.

See compar. suff. -er and cp. Anchistea, Calista,

Callisto, kakistocracy, protista.

-est, -St, suff. of the second person singular in-

dicative of English verbs (as in doest, dost, did-

dest, didst, etc.) — ME., fr. OE. -ast, -est, -st,

rel. to OHG. -iil, -ost, -est, G. -est, -st, Goth, -is,

-as -ais, ON. -r, -ar, -ir, and cogn. with Gk.-;, L.

-s, 01. -si, second person sing, endings of verbs.

establish, tr. v. — ME. establissen, fr. OF. esta-

bliss; pres. part, stem of establir (F. etablir), fr.

L. stabilire, 'to make firm or stable', fr. stahilis,

'firm, stable'. See stable, adj., and verbal suff.

-ist and cp. stablisli.



establishmentarian

Derivatives: establish-ed, adi.,establish-ment,n.,

establishmentarian (q.v.)

establishmentarian, n., adherent of the principle

of an established church. — Formed fr. estab-

lishment (see prec. word) with sufF. -arian.

estacade, n., a dike of stakes in the sea or river.

— F., fr. Sp. estacada, fr. estaca, 'stake', which
is of Teut. origin. See stake, and -ade and cp.

stockade.

estafette, n., a courier, esp. a mounted one. —
F., fr. It. staffetta, 'small stirrup ; courier', dimin.

of staffa, 'stirrup', which is of Teut. origin.

Cp. G. Stapfe, 'footstep', and see E. step. For
the ending see sufF. -ette.

estate, n. — ME. estat, fr. OF. estat (F. etat), fr.

L. status, 'condition, state'. See state.

esteem, tr. v. — ME. estemen, fr. OF. (= F.) es-

timer, fr. L. aestimare, fr. OL. aestumare, 'to

value, appraise', which is denominated fr. *ais-

temos, lit. 'one who cuts the ore', fr. aes, gen.

aeris, 'ore', and I.-E. base *tem-, 'to cut', whence
also Gk. T^iiveiv, 'to cut'. For the first element

see ore, for the second see tome.

Derivative: esteem, n.

Estella, fem. PN. — Sp., lit. 'star', fr. L. stella.

See star and cp. Stella, stellar.

ester, n., any compound ether (chem.) — G. Es-

ter, coined by the German chemist Leopold

Gmelin (1788-1853) in 1848 from the abbrevia-

tion of Essigdther, which is compounded of

Essig, 'vinegar', and Ather 'ether'. Essig derives

fr. MHG. essich, fr. OHG. ejjiA, fr. *atecum,

metathetized form of L. acetum, 'vinegar'

(whence Goth, akeit); see acetum. For the se-

cond element see ether.

Esther, i) fem. PN.; 2) in the Bible, wife of the

Persian king Ahasuerus.— Gk. 'EaS-rjp, fr. Heb.
Est^r, fr. Pers. sitareh, 'star', which is rel. to

Avestic and OI. star-, and cogn. with Gk. acrrrjp,

L. Stella, 'star'. See star.

Estheria, n., a genus of branchiopod crustaceans.

— Formed fr. prec. word with sufF. -la.

esthesia, aesthesia, n., sensibility. — ModL. aes-

thesia, fr. Gk. aXa^npic,, 'perception, sensation',

from the stem of alodavofxat. See esthete and
-ia and cp. anesthesis.

estheslo-, aesthesio-, combining form meaning
'pertaining to perception'. — Fr. Gk. a(<j^ai<;.

See prec. word and cp. kinesthesia, pallesthesia.

esthete, also aesthete, n. — Gk. alo^-rrj?, 'one

who perceives', from the stem of aEa&avo^iat

(for *aft(j-S^-avo[iai), 'I perceive', aor. aEa-

&Eo&ffi, shortened fr. *iSi.<s-^-ia^ixi, rel. to dfio

(for *dLFt<o), 'I hear', lit. 'I perceive by the ear',

and cogn. with L. audio (for *awis-d-id), 'I hear',

fr. I.-E. base *awei-, 'to perceive'. See audible

and cp. esthesia, anesthesia, anesthetic, coen-

esthesis.

esthetic, aesthetic, adj. — Gk. aE(i&T)Tix6i;, 'per-

ceptive', fr. attj9TjT6?, 'sensible, perceptible',

verbal adj. of alo*i£voixat. See estiiete and cp.

kinesthetic.

Derivatives: (a)esthetic-al-ly, adv., (a)esthetic-

ism, n.

esthetics, aesthetics, n. — G. Asthetik, coined

by A. G. Alexander Baumgarten (17 14-62) about

1750 fr. Gk. a.ia^Tiy.6c„ 'perceptive' (see prec.

word), to denote that branch of science which
deals with beauty.

estimable, adj.— F., fr. L. aestimdbilis, 'valuable,

estimable', fr. aestimare. See esteem and -able.

Derivatives: estimab-ly, adv., estimable-ness, n.

estimate, tr. and intr. v. — L. aestimdtus, pp. of

aestimare, 'to value, appraise', see esteem, v.,

and verbal sufT. -ate.

Derivatives: estimate, n., estimating-ly, adv.,

estimation (q.v.), eslimat-ive, adj., estimator (q.v.)

estimation, n. — OF. (= F.) estimation, fr. L.

aestimdtidnem, ace. of aestimdtio, 'money value

ofa thing, valuation', fr. aestimdtus, pp. of aesti-

mdre. See prec. word and -ion.

estimator, n. — L. aestimdtor, 'valuer, appraiser',

fr. aestimdtus, pp. of aestimare. See estimate and
agential suff. -or.

estival, aestival, adj., pertaining to summer. —
F. estival, fr. L. aestivalis, 'pertaining to sum-

mer', fr. aestivus, of s.m., fr. aestus, 'heat',

which is rel. to aestds, gen. aestdtis, 'sum-

mer', lit. 'hot season', fr. I.-E. base *aidh-, 'to

burn', whence also L. aedes, 'a building,

sanctuary, temple'. See edify and words there

referred to and cp. esp. estuary.

estivate, aestivate, intr. v., i) to spend the sum-

mer; 2) to spend the summer in a dormant con-

dition. — L. aestivdtus, pp. of aestivdre, 'to

spend the summer', fr. aestivus. See prec. word
and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: (a)estivat-ion, n.

estoile, n., a star with six or eight points (her.) —
OF. estoile (F. etoile), fr. L. stella, 'star'. See

stellar.

estop, tr. v., to bar; (law), to bar by festoppel. —
AF. and OF. estoper (F. etouper), 'to stop', fr.

L. *stuppdre, 'to stop with flax or tow' (whence

also It. stoppare, OProven?. estopar), Fr. L.

stuppa, stdpa, 'the coarse part of flax, tow'. See

stop.

estoppel, n., preclusion of a statement or claim

because it is contrary to a previous statement

or claim (law).— OF. estoupail, 'stopper, bung',

fr. estoper. See prec. word and subst. suff. -el.

estovers, n. pi., necessaries granted by law;

specif wood for a tenant, alimony for a wife.—
OF. inf. esiover, estovoir, 'to be necessary', used

as a noun ; of uncertain origin ; cp. stover. For the

subst. use of the infinitive in law terms see at-

tairuier and cp. words there referred to.

estrade, n., a platform. — F., fr. Sp. eslrado, fr.

L. strdtum, 'something spread out', neut. pp. of

sternere, 'to spread out, cover'. See stratum and

cp. words there referred to.

estradiol, n., a crystalline estrogenic hormone
CigH^Oi (biochem.) — Coined fr. estrus, pref.

di-, and -ol, a suff. denoting alcohol.

estrange, tr. v. — OF. estrangier, estranger, 'to

alienate', fr. VL. *extrdnedre, 'to treat as a

stranger', fr. L. extrdneus, 'stranger'. See

strange.

Derivatives: estrang-ed-ness, n., estrange-ment,

n., estrang-er, n.

estrangelo, n., a type of Syriac cursive writing

characterized by rounded letters. — Syr.

estrangelo, fr. Gk. arpofpiXo?, 'twisted, round'.

See stringent and cp. words there referred to.

estray, n., a strayed animal (law). — AF. estray,

fr. OF. estraier, 'wandering, stray, lost'. See

stray, n.

estreat, n., true extract, copy. — AF. estre^, fr.

OF. estraite, fr. L. extracta, prop. fem. of ex-

tractus, pp. of extrahere, 'to draw out'. See

extract.

estr«"pe!neBt, n., -.vastv., committed by a tenant for

life in lands, woods or houses to the damage of

the reversioner (law). — OF., 'waste, ravage',

fr. estreper, 'to waste', fr. L. exstirpdre, 'to

pluck out by the stem or root, extirpate'. See

extirpate and -ment.

estriol, n., a crystalline estrogenic hormone

C18H24O3 (biochem.) — Coined fr. estrus and

-ol, a suff. denoting alcohol.

estrogen, n.j a substance producing estrus (bio-

chem.) — Coined fr. estrus and -gen.

estrogenic, adj., producing estrus (biochem.) —
Coined fr. estrus and -genie,

estrone, n., a female sex hormone; theelin (6/0-

chem) — Coined fr. estrus and suff. -one.

estrus, oestrus, n., i) a vehement desire, frenzy;

2) the sexual heat of female mammals. — L.

oestrus, 'gadfly; frenzy', fr. Gk. oldrpor;, 'gad-

fly; sting; frenzy', which is cogn. with Lith.

aistrd, 'violent passion', and prob. also with

L. ira, 'anger'. See ire and cp. the first element

in Oestrelata.

estuary, n., broad mouth of a river. — L. aestu-

drium, 'a tideplace, an estuary', fr. aestus, 'heat,

fire, the ebb and flow of the sea, tide', rel. to

aestus, 'heat'. See estival.

esurience, esuriency, n. — Formed fr. next word

with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

esurient, adj., hungry; greedy. — L. esuriens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of esurire, 'to desire, to

eat, be hungry', a desiderative verb formed fr.

esus, pp. of edere, 'to eat'. See eat. For the de-

siderative suff. -urire cp. Abiturient and words

there referred to.

Derivative: esurient-ly, adv.

et, conj. meaning 'and'. — L.; cogn. with OI.

dti, Avestic aiti, 'over, beyond', Gk. gxi, 'yet,

still, besides, moreover', Gaul, eti, 'also, more-

over', Goth, ip, 'and, but, however', OE., OS.

ed-, ON. id; OHG. et-, it-, 'again'. Cp. eddy.

-et, subst. suff. of orig. diminutive force. — OF.

and F. -et, prob. of Etruscan origin. In French,

the suff. always had and still has diminutive

force. For the feminine form of this suff. see

-ette. Cp. -let

-et, an infix used in chemistry (as in phen-et-

idine), to denote the presence of the ethyl radical.

— Short for ethyl.

eta, n., name of the seventh letter of the Greek

alphabet. — Gk. ^ra, fr. earlier -^Ta (see Theo-

dor Noldeke, Beitrage zur semitischen Sprach-

wissenschaft, Strassburg, 1904, p. 124), fr. Heb.

heth; see cheth. The a was added because a

Greek word caimot end with a t; cp. alpha and

words there referred to.

etacism, n., the pronunciation of Gk. eta (i.e. the

letter rj) as e i.e. like a in English ale; called the

Erasmian prontmciation. — Formed fr. eta

with suff. -ism. Cp. itacism.

6tage, n., stage.— F., 'abode, stage; story, floor',

also 'rank', fr. VL. *staticum, for L. statid, 'sta-

tion, post, r-jsidence', lit. 'a standing', fr. stdre,

'to stand'. See state and cp. stage, 'platform'.

^tagire, n., cabinet. — F., fr. etage, 'shelf. See

prec. word.

etamine, n., a dress fabric of cotton, worsted or

silk. — F. etamine, fr. OF. estamine, fr. VL.

*stdminea, fem. of the Latin adj. stdmineus,

'made of threads', fr. stdmen, gen. stdminis

'warp in the upright loom, thread'. See stamen.

itape, n., i) a halting place for troops; 2) a day's

march. — F., 'stage of journey, halting place,

distance between two halting places', fr. OF.

estaple, fr. MDu. staple, 'storehouse'. See staple,

etat, n., state. — F., fr. L. status, prop, 'mode of

standing'. See state and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

itatism, n., state socialism.— F. etatisme, formed

fr. etat, 'state', with suff. -isme. See prec. word

and -ism.

Etat Major, the staff of the army. — F. etat-

major, fr. etat, 'state', and L. major, 'greater'.

See etat and major, adj.

et cetera, 'and other things'. — L., fr. et, 'and'

(see et), and neut. of ceteri, 'the others', which

is formed fr. I.-E. pron. pref. *ce-, 'there ; behold'

(see he), and I.-E. *etero-, 'the other', whence

also Umbr. etro-, 'another', Avestic a-tdra-,

'one of the two, this'. Alb. jdtere, jatre, 'the

other', OSlav. jeterC, iterU, 'some, one'.

etch, tr. and intr. v., to engrave with acid. — Du.

etsen, 'to etch', fr. G. dtzen, 'to corrode', fr.

MHG. atzen, etzen, fr. OHG. azzdn, prop, 'to

feed, bait', causative of ejjan, 'to eat'. See eat.

Derivatives: etch, n., etch-er, n., etch-ing, ver-

bal n.

Eteocles, n., son of Oedipus and Jocasta, and

king of Thebes (Greek mythology). — L., fr.

Gk. 'EteoxXtj?, lit. 'of true fame', compounded

of iTEo;, 'true, real, genuine', and vXioz, 'fame'.

The first element is rel. to g-njjioi;, 'true'; see

etymon. The second element is rel. to xXut6?,

'famous', and cogn. with L. in-cluius, in-clytus,

of s.m., OE., OS. Mad, 'loud'. See loud,

eternal, adj. — L. aeterndlis, fr. aeternus, 'ever-

lasting, eternal', contracted fr. OL. aeviternus,

fr. *aeviter, an adverb formed fr. aevum, 'age'.



See aeon and adj. suff. -al and cp. age and words
there referred to. Cp. also next word.
Derivatives: eternal-ly, adv., eternal-ness, n.

eteme, adj., eternal (poetic). — OF., fr. L. aeter-

nus. See eternal.

eternity, n. — ME. eternite, fr. F. iternite, fr. L.

aeternitdtem, ace. of aeternitas, fr. aeternus.

See eternal and -ity.

eternize, tr. v., to render eternal. — F. eterniser,

a hybrid coined fr. L. aeternus (see eternal) and
-ize, a suff. of Greek origin.

etesian, adj., annual (said of periodical winds).—
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. etesiae, fr. Gk. kTr\-

atat, 'periodic winds that prevail in the Aegean',

lit. ''annual (winds)', fr. Ittictioi;, 'annual', fr. Sto?

(dial, fETo?), 'year', which is cogn. with L. vetus,

'old'. See veteran and cp. the second element in

trieteric.

-eth, archaic ending of the third person singular

of the present indicative, as knoweth. — ME.
-eth, -th, fr. OE. -ep, -ap, -p, rel. to ON. -id, -id,

66-, OHG. -it, -it, -ot, G. -t, Goth. -//>, -aip-,

-eip-, -op-, and cogn. with L. -t, Gk. -ti, OI. -//',

third person sing. pres. indie, endings.

-eth, suff. forming ordinal numbers, as in for-

tieth. — See -th, suff. forming ordinal numbers.
Ethan, masc. PN. — Heb. Ethdn, fr. ethdn,

'strong, permanent, perennial, ever-flowing'

(said of a river), which is rel. to Arab, wdtana,

'was perpetual', wdtin, 'anything permanent'.

Ethel, fern. PN. ~- Not directly fr. OE. jEdelu,

which is rel. to xdele, 'noble', but back format-

ion fr. names like Etheldred, Ethelinda (qq.v)

Ethelbert, masc. PN. — OE. /Edelbryht, lit.

'bright through nobility', fr. xdele, 'noble', and
beorht, 'bright'. For the first element see athel-

ing, for the second see bright. Cp. Albert, which
derives — through the medium of French — fr.

OHG. Adalbert, the exact equivalent of OE.
/&elbryht, and cp. words there referred to.

Etheldred, fem. PN. — OE. Mdeldryd, lit. 'of

noble strength', compounded of xdele, 'noble',

and dryd, 'strength'. For the first element see

atbeling. The second element is rel. to ON.
prPdr, 'strength', ON. pro-ask, 'to thrive',

proskr, 'strong', OHG. triuwen, 'to blossom,

flourish', trouwen, 'to grow', MHG. druo, 'fruit'.

Ethelinda, fem. PN. — Formed fr. OE. sdele,

'noble', and lindi, 'a serpent'. For the first

element see atbeling and cp. the two prec. words.

The second element is rel. to OHG. lind, lint,

'serpent', OHG. lindwurm, MHG. lintwurm (re-

newed in G. Lindwurm), 'dragon', ON. linnr

(for *linpr), 'serpent', lit. 'the lithe animal', fr.

I.-E. base *lenl-, 'flexible', whence also ON.,
OE. lind, 'linden tree', lit. 'the tree with pliant

bast', OE. lide, OHG. lindi, 'soft, mild, gentle'.

See lithe and cp. linden.

ether, also aether, n., i) the upper regions of
space; 2) (chem.), a colorless liquid used as an
anesthetic. — L. aether, fr. Gk. al&^p, 'the

upper, purer air, ether', which, together with

aid-poi, 'the clean sky, fair weather', derives fr.

atS-stv, 'to bum', fr. I.-E. base *aidh-, 'to bum',
whence also L. aedes, 'a building, sanctuary,

temple'. See edify and words there referred to

and cp. esp. Aethusa, Ethiop; cp. also hypae-

thral. As a chemical term, the word aether was
coined by August Sigmund Frobenius (in 1730),

the discoverer of this liquid.

ethereal, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. aethereus, fr. Gk. al^ipwc,, 'pertaining to

ether', fr. ai^i^p. See prec. word.

Derivatives: ethereal-ity, n., ethereat-ize, tr. v.,

ethereal-iz-ation, n., ethereal-ly, adv., ethereal-

ness, n.

etheriflcation, n. — See ether and -fication.

etherify, tr. v., to change into ether. — See ether

and -fy.

ethic, n., ethics. — F. ethique, fr. L. ethica, fr.

Gk. 7]^ixr] (scil. it/yr\), 'moral art', fem. of

:r]&iz6?, 'moral'. See ethical.

ethic, adj., ethical {now rare). — See ethical.

ethical, adj., relating to morality; moral. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. ^\.y.6q, 'per-

taining to morals, moral', fr. ^^oi;, 'habit ,cus-

tom, usage, disposition, character, moral', rel.

to l^oq (for *af^&o?), 'custom, usage', c^i^eiv,

'tq, accustom', efw^a, (for *(j^-CTfto{>-a), 'I

am accustomed', and cogn. with OI. svadhd,

'custom, peculiarity', L. soddlis (for *swedhdlis),

'fellow, companion', suescere, 'to become ac-

customed', Goth, sidus, OHG. situ, MHG. site,

G. Sitte, MDu. sede, Du. zede, ON. sidr, Dan.
sxd, OS. sidu, 'custom, habit, usage'. The orig.

meaning of all these words was 'property, pe-

culiarity'. They are traceable to I.-E. *swedh-,

'a compound base lit. meaning 'to make one's

own', formed from the reflexive base *swe-, 'his,

her, its, one's', and *dhi-, 'to make, do'. See

sui- and theme and cp. ethos, cacoethes, ethnic.

Cp. also custom and words there referred to.

Derivatives: ethical-ity, n., ethical-ly, adv., ethi-

cal-ness, n.

ethicize, tr. v., to make ethical. — See ethic, adj.,

and -ize.

ethico-, combining form expressing relation to

ethics. — Fr. Gk. 7)^1x6?, 'pertaining to morals'.

See ethical.

ethics, n., the science of morality. — See ethic, n.,

and -ics.

Ethiop, n., an Ethiopian. — L. Aethiops, fr. Gk.

At&toiJ;, which prob. means lit. 'burnt face', fr.

at&eiv, 'to bum' and ^ij;, 'eye, face'. See ether

and optic. Cp. Gk. alftoi);, 'fiery-looking'.

Ethiopia, n. — L. Aethiopia, fr. Gk. Ai^witioi,

'Ethiopia', fr. At&totJ/. Sec prec. word and ist-ia.

Derivatives: Ethiopi-an, adj. and n.

ethmoid, ethmoidal, adj., sievelike; pertaining to

a bone or bones forming part of the septum and
walls of the nasal cavity {armt. and zool.)— Gk.
i^^fxoEiSi^i;, 'like a sieve', compounded ofr^\L6<;,

'sieve' and -oetSrji;, 'like', fr. elSoi;, 'form,

shape'. The first element derives fr. Tj&Etv, 'to

sift', which is cogn. with Lith. sietas, OSIav.

sito (for *sei-to-), 'sieve', W. hidl, ON. said (for

*si-tlo), 'sieve'. Alb. sos, 'I sift'. For the second

element see -old.

Derivative: ethmoid, n., and ethmoid bone.

ethnarch, n., governor of a nation or province. —
Gk. Eoh/ap/T)?, 'ruler of the people', com-
pounded of sftvoq, 'people' and -apxi?, 'leader'.

See ethnic and -arch,

ethnarchy, n., the office of an ethnarch. — Gk.

s&vapxia, fr. eftvap/igi;. See prec. word and -y

(representing Gk. -ta).

ethnic, adj., related to a race. — L. ethnicus, fr.

Gk. sS-vLxot;, fr. i^Moc, 'nation, race' (in Eccles.

Greek the plural £i>vv) means 'the heathens,

gentiles'). Gk. eS-vo; prob. stands for afsS-voi;

and orig. meant 'one's own'. It is rel. to i^oQ

(for *tTf£9-oc;), 'custom, usage'. See ethical and

cp. ethnos.

Derivatives: elhnic-al-ly, adv., ethnic-ism, n.

ethno-, combining form meaning 'race'. — Fr.

Gk. St>vo(;, 'nation, race'. See ethnic,

ethnography, n.. the description of races.— Com-
pounded of ethno- and Gk. -ypaipia, fr. ypy.<!fzvj,

'to write'. Sec -graphy.

ethnology, n., the study of races.— Compounded
of ethno- and Gk. -XoyiS, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: ethnolog-ic, ethiiolog-ic-al, adjs.,

flhnolog-ic-al-ly, adv., ethnotog-ist, n.

ethology, n., i) the science of character; 2) the

study of customs. — L. ethotogia, fr. Gk. /;~9-o-

/.oyti, 'description of character', which is com-

pounded of fi^or^ 'custom', and -AoyiS, fr.

-Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'; see next

word and -logy. In the sense 'science of char-

acter' the word ethology was introduced by the

English philosopher John Stuart Mill (1806-73).

Derivatives: etholog-ic, ctholog-ic-al, adjs.

ethos, n., the moral atmosphere of a people or a

community. — Gk. r.Oo?, 'habit, custom, usage,

disposition, character, moral'. Sec ethical,

ethrog, n., the citron (Citrus mcdica), one of the

"Four Species' of plants used in the celebration

of the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkolh). - Mish-

naic Hebrew erhrOg, fr. Pers. tiininj (whence also

Arab, tiirunj, ulrunj. Cp. toronja.

ethyl, n., a hydrocarbon radical, C2H5 (chem.)

Coined by the Swedish chemist Jons Jakob

Berzelius (1779-1848) in 1840 fr, Gk. ai&Tjp, 'the

upper air', and SXr;, 'stuff'. See ether and -yl.

-etic, adj. suff. meaning 'pertaining to; of the

nature of. — Gk. -eTix.o;, formed from stems

ending in -et- through addition of suff. -ixoi;;

see -ic. Gk. adj. suff. -etixo? corresponds to

nouns ending in -Eai;. Cp. e.g. Gk. OsTixi?

(see thetic), which is rel. to Secti; (see thesis).

efio-, also actio-, aitio-, combining form denoting

cause or causation. — Gk. aiTio-, fr. alxtS,

"cause, origin; occasion', which derives either

fr. atxioi;, 'causing, occasioning', or — like

aixioq — directly fr. *alTO!;, 'share, lot' (when-

ce also aiTEo), 'I ask for, demand'), which is rel.

to alcia (for aiTia), 'share, lot, destiny', aivDjiai,

'I take', E^aiTOi;, 'picked, choice', al'aiO(;, 'auspi-

cious, opportune', and cogn. with Avestic aeta-,

'share, lot, due', Oscan aeteis (gen.), 'of some-

body's part', Toch. B ai-, 'to give' (lit. 'to allot').

Cp. diet, 'fare'.

etiolate, tr. and intr. v., to blanch, esp, through

the absence of light (bot.) — Fr. F. etiole, pp.

of etioler, 'to blanch', which prob. derives fr.

eteule, 'a stalk', fr. OF. esteule, fr. L. stipula,

'stubble'; see stipule and verbal suff. -ate. Ac-

cordingly the orig. meaning of F. etioler seems

to have been 'to become like straw'.

Derivatives: etiolat-ed, adj., etiolat-ion, n.

etiology, aetiology, n,, the science of causes. —
Late L. aetiologia, fr. Gk, aiTioXoyia, 'an in-

quiring into causes', fr. alxioAoyEiv, 'to inquire

into causes', fr. aitia, 'cause' and -XoyiS, fr.

-Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See etio-

and -logy.

Derivatives: {a)etiolog-ic-al, adj., (a)etiolog-ic-

al-ly, adv., (a)etiolog-ist, n.

etiquette, n., conventional rules of social beha\-

ior, — F, etiquette, fr. OF. estiquier, estiquer,

'to stick on, attach', fr. Du, stikkeii, 'to stitch",

which is rel. to G.sticken, 'to embroider", stechen,

'to stab, prick, puncture'. Sec stitch and cp,

ticket, which is a doublet of etiquette.

etna, n., a device for boiling water. — Fr. Mt.

Etna, fr, Phoen. attunci, 'furnace', which prob.

derives fr. Akkad, aliinu, utCmu, whence also

Aram, attiin, attund, Syr, attonid, of s.m.; cp.

.\rab. alttm, Ethiop, cidii, of s.m,, which are

Syriac loan words. Cp, Etnean.

Etnean, adj., pertaining to Etna. — Formed with

suff. -an fr. L. Aelneus. fr. Gk, .ViTvaLo;, fr,

AiTvr;, 'Etna", fr. Phoen. attiind, 'furnace'. Sec

prec. word.

Etonian, n., a student of Eton College (i.e. the

college at Eton, England). For the ending sec

suff. -ian.

Etrurian, adj. and n,, Etruscan, - Formed with

suff. -an fr, L, Etrwia, a name of uncertain

etymology.

Etruscan, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Etruscus, 'Etruscan', fr. Etruria. See prec.

word.

Etta, fem. PN. — Orig. used only as dimin. of

Henrietta,

-ette, suff. used to form nouns which may or may

not have diminutive force. — F. -ette, fem. of

-et. See -et.

etude, n., study (music). — F., fr. L, studium.

See study,

etui, n., a small case. — F. etui, fr. OF. estui, back

formation fr. estuier, estoier. 'put in, put aside.

spare', fr. VL. *estudiare, fr. L. studere, 'to

study; to care for'; see Meyer-Liibke, REW.,
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No. 8325. See study and cp. prec. word. Cp.
also tweezers,

etymologic, etymological, adj. — L. etymologicus,

fr. Gk. ETuiioXoyixdi;, 'pertaining to etymology',
fr. £TL)(j.oXoyia. See etymology and -ic, resp.

also -al. Derivative: etymological-ly, adv.

etymologicon, n., an etymological dictionary.

—

Gk. lTU[xoXoYtx6v, neut. of Itu(xoXoyix6(;, used

as a noun. See prec. word.

etymology, n. — F. etymologie, fr. L. etymologia,

fr. Gk. eTUfAoXoyia, 'etymology', prop, 'the

study of the true sense of a word', compounded
of STUJJ.OV, 'the true sense of a word according

to its origin' (prop. neut. of e-njfjLoi;, 'true') and
-Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See next word and -logy.

Derivatives: etymotog-ist, n., etymolog-ize, intr,

v., etymolog-iz-ation, n.

etymon,n., primitive word.— Gk.gTU(.iov, 'the/r«e

sense of a word', neut. of 'i-uj^oq, 'true, real,

actual', enlarged fr. stc6? (for *i-:s.f6^, 'true'.

This latter derives fr. 4x6?, 'true' (whence also

^Tcir^tv, 'to examine, test", prop, 'to establish

as true'), which prob. stands for *4t6(;, fr. I.-E.

*se-td-s), hence lit. means 'that which is', and
is cogn. with OI. satydfi (for *s^t-yd-), Goth.
sunjis, OE. sod, 'true'. See sooth and words
there referred to.

eu", combining form meaning 'good, well'. — Fr.

Gk. e5, 'weir, prop. neut. of i<ic„ 'good', which
is cogn. either with Hitt. ashshush, 'good', or

—

more probably—with OI. vdsuh, Avestic vohu-,

'good', Ir. feb (fr. I.-E. *wesw-a), 'excellence'.

Eu- is the opposite of dys-.

eucaine, n., name of two synthetic alkaloids

called alpha-eucaine and beta-eucaine.— Coined
fr. eu- and the second and third syllable of

cocaine.

eucairite, n., a copper silver selenide (mineral)—
Swed. eukairit, formed with suff. -;'/ (represent-

ing Gk. -hr,Q; see subst. suff. -ite) fr. Gk.
euzaipfoc, adv. of euxatpo?, 'seasonable, op-

portune', fr. EU, 'weir (see eu-), and xaip6(;, 'the

right season, the right time' (see kairine). The
mineral was so called because it was found by
the Swedish chemist Baron Jons Jakob Berzelius

( 1 779- 1 848) soon after the discovery of selenium.

Eucalyptus, n., a genus of plants of the myrtle

family (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'well covered',

coined by the French botanist L'H6ritier de
Brutelle (1746-1800) in 1788 fr. eu- and Gk.
xaXuTtxd?, 'covered', verbal adj. of xaXuTcreiv,

'to cover, conceal' (see calyptra); so called in

allusion to the cap covering the bud.

Eucharis, n., a genus of the plants of the amar-
yllis family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. efixap'?.

'pleasant, agreeable', fr. e5, 'well', and x^P'?.
'favor, grace'. See next word.

Eucharist, n. (ecc/e.v.), 1) communion; 2) its con-
secrated elements. — OF. eucariste (F. eucha-
ristie), fr. Eccles. L. eucharistia, fr. Gk. cuxa-

i4a

ptaxia, 'thankfulness, gratitude', fr. euxapioToc,

'pleasant, agreeable', fr. sii/aptt^Eiv, 'to render

thanks', fr. e5 (see eu-) and ya.giq, 'favor, grace'.

See Charis and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: eucharist-ic, eucharist-ic-al, adjs.,

eucharist-ic-al-ly, adv.

Euchite, n., one of a medieval sect that flourished

in the 4th cent., whose members believed in the

saving power of perpetual prayer; applied also

to various other sects that shared this belief. —
Eccles. L, euchita, fr. Gk. eij-/v], 'vow, wish,

prayer', which is cogn. with OI. vaghdt-, 'one

who OlTers a sacrifice', L. vovere, 'to vow'. See

vote and cp. next word.

euchology, n., prayer book. — Eccles. Gk. euxo-

X^ytov, compounded of Gk. Eiixig, 'prayer', and
-X6yiov, fr. Xeyeiv, 'to tell, say, speak'. See

prec. word and -logy.

euchre, n., a card game. — Of unknown origin.

Derivative: euchre, tr. v.

euclase, n., a brittle green silicate of beryllium

and aluminum {mineral.) — Lit. 'that which
breaks easily'; formed fr. eu- and Gk. xXaatc,

'a breaking', from the stem of xXSv, 'to break'.

See clastic and cp. words there referred to.

Euclea, n., a genus of plants of the ebony family

(bot)—ModL., lit. 'glorious', fr. sfixXeta, 'glory',

fr. EuxXsif]!;, 'famous, glorious', which is formed
fr. £5(seeeu-) and xXeo?, 'fame' (seeEteocles);

so called in allusion to the beautiful foliage.

Euclid, euclid, n. — Short for Euclid's geometry,

i.e. geometry based on the treatise of Euclid,

the great Greek mathematician who lived about

300 B.C.E. (The name lit. means 'renowned',

and is rel. to euxXrr]?, 'renowned', prop, 'of

good report', fr. eS, 'well', and xXte<;, 'fame';

see prec. word.)

Derivative: Euclid-ean, Euclid-ian, adj.

eudaemonic, eudaemonical, adj., producing hap-

piness. — Gk. EuSaijxovixi?, 'conducive to hap-

piness', fr. euSatfjicov, 'fortunate, happy', lit.

'blessed with a good genius', fr. e5 (see eu-) and

Sa(pL(i>v 'god'. See demon and cp. pandemonium.

eudaemonics, n., that branch of ethics which deals

with happiness. — See prec. word and -ics.

eudaemonism, n., that system of ethics which

makes the moral value of actions dependent

upon their relation to happiness. — Gk. eiSat-

|xovi(i|jt6i;, 'a thinking happy', fr. suSaijiovii^Eiv,

'to think happy', fr. EuSai|iuv. See eudaemonic

and -ism.

eudiometer, n., an instrument for the volumetric

measuring of gases. — Coined by the English

clergyman and chemist Joseph Priestley (1733-

1804) fr. Gk. eiiSto!;, 'fine, dear' (said esp. of air

and weather), and (x^Tpov, 'measure'. The first

element stands for *Eu-Si.foi; and lit. means
'having a good day', fr. eS, 'well', and STo;

(for *StfiOi;), 'divine'. Cp. OI.5«-</(vdA, 'having

a fine day', which is the equivalent ofGk. euSio;.

See eu- and deity. For the second element see

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.
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Derivatives: eudiometr-ic, eudiometr-ic-al, adjs.,

eudiometr-ic-al-ly, adv.

Eudora, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. Eu8<ipa, lit.

'generous', fem. of EuStopo;, fr. sS (see eu-) and
Supov, 'gift'. See donation.

Eudorina, n., a genus of flagellates {biol.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -ina fr. Gk. eOStopo?,

'generous'. See prec. word. '

Eugene, masc. PN. — F. Eugene, fr. L. Eugenius,

fr. Gk. Euylvto;, fr. euyEv^.;, 'well bom'. See

eugenic and cp. Eugenia.

Eugenia, fem. PN.— L., fr. Gk. Euysvta, lit. 'no-

bility of birth', rel. to Euysvio?. See prec. word.
eugenic, adj., improving the human race; per-

taining to the improvement of the human race.

— Gk. EuyEVT);;, 'well bom', fr. s5 (see eu-) and
y£vo? 'race, descent, gender, kind'. See genus

and cp. Eugene, Eugenia.

eugenics, n., the study of the improvement of the

human race by selection of the parents. —
Coined by Sir Francis Gallon (1822-1911) in

1883 from the adjective eugenic. For the ending

see -ics.

Euglandina, n., a genus of snails (zool.) — A
ModL. hybrid coined fr. eu-, L. gldns, gen.

glandis, 'acom' (see gland), and suff. -ina.

euhemerism, n., theory of Euhemerus, a Sicilian

Greek philosopher of about 300 B.C.E. —
Formed with suff. -ism fr. L. Euhemerus, fr.

Gk. Euf;|j.£poi; (a name lit. meaning 'bright,

happy', fr. e5, 'well' and T]\j.ip5., 'day').

Derivatives: euhemerist-ic, adj., euhemerist-ic-

al-ly, adv.

euhemerist, n., one who believes in the theory of

Euhemems. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: euhemerist-ic, adj., euhemerist-ic-

al-ly, adv.

euhemerize, tr. v., to interpret (myths) according

to euhemerism. — See euhemerism and -ize.

Eulalia, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. EuXotXES, fr.

EuXaXoi;, 'sweetly speaking', fr. sS (see eu-) and
XaXtS, 'talk, chat, speech', fr. XaX6i;, 'talkative,

loquacious'. See Lalage and cp. the second

element in mogilalia, paralalia. Cp. also lull.

eulogium, n., eulogy. — Late L., fr. Gk. euXoyCa.

See next word.

eulogy, n., high praise. — Gk. EuXoyta, 'good

language; praise, eulogy', ht. 'a speaking well',

fr. E^ (see eu-) and -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoq, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy and cp. elogium.

Derivatives : eulogi-ous, adj., eulog-ism, n., eulog-

ist, a., eulog-ist-ic, eulog-ist-ic-al, adjs., eulog-

ize, tr. v., eulog-iz-ation, n., eulog-iz-er, n.

eulysite, n., a granular kind of peridotite {min-

eral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk.
EuXudta, 'dissolubility', fr. cuXuto?, 'easily dis-

solved, soluble', fr. e5 (see eu-) and Xut6?,

'loosened, solved; dissolved', verbal adj. of

Xtkiv, 'to loose, loosen, set free; to dissolve'.

See -lysis and cp. words there referred to.

Eumenides, n. pi., the Erinyes {Greek mythology).

— L., fr. Gk. EujiEvtSsi;, lit. 'the Weil-Minded
Ones', a euphemistic nXme of the Erinyes, fr.

EuixEvrji;, 'well-minded, kind', fr. s5 (see eu-)

and [A^vo;, 'life, soul, spirit', which is cogn.

with 01. mdnyate, 'thinks', L. mens, 'mind,

reason, thought', monere, 'to remind'. See mind

and cp. mental, 'pertaining to the mind'.

Eunectes, n., a genus of snakes, the anaconda
{zool.) — ModL., lit. 'the good swimmer', fr.

e5 (see eu-) and Gk. vtjxtt)!;, 'swimmer', fr.

viQXEtv, 'to swim', which is cogn. with Gk. voeiv,

L. nare, 'to swim'. See natation.

Eunice, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. Buvfxr], lit.

'victorious', fr. e5 (see eu-) and vfxT], 'victory'.

See Nike and cp. Nicholas.

eunomy, n., the condition of being governed by

good laws. — Gk. suvojiia, 'good order', fr.

eSvo(io?, 'under good laws, well ordered', which

is compounded of e5 (see eu-) and v6[xo?, 'law'.

See -nomy.

eunuch, n. — L. eunuchus, fr. Gk. euvouxo?, lit.

'guardian of the bed', fr. oivr), 'couch, bed',

which is of uncertain etymology, and the base

of SxEtv, 'to hold, have'. See hectic and cp.

the second element in Ophiuchus.

Euonymus, n. — See Evonymus.

euosmite, n., a fossil resin.— Formed with subst.

suff. -ite fr. Gk. e(5o(J[j.o?, 'sweet-smelling', fr.

e5 (see eu-) and oajxT), 'smell, odor' (see osmium)

;

so called because it yields an aromatic odor

when burned.

Eupatorium, n,, a genus of plants of the thistle

family {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. EUTraTopiov,

Agrimonia Eupatorium, named after Eupator

Mithridates, who first used it for medicinal

purposes.

eupepsia, n., good digestion (med.) — Medical

L., fr. Gk. tint^liLa., fr. euttetttoc, 'easy of di-

gestion', fr. e5 (see eu-) and neircoQ, 'cooked',

verbal adj. of tt^ctoeiv, TtfTiTELv, 'to cook'. See

pepsin and cp. words there referred to. For the

ending see suff. -ia.

eupeptic, adj., having good digestion; promoting

digestion. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk.

eu7re7rro(;. See prec. word and cp. peptic and

words there referred to.

Euphemia, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. lEu<fT)[Li6i, lit.

'speech of good omen, good repute', fr. eu (see

eu-)and <fr)ii.r\, 'prophetic saying, saying, speech'.

See next word.

euphemism, n., substitution of a mild word or ex-

pression for a harsh or vulgar one {rhel.) —
Gk. EU9T)[iiCT(ji(5?, 'use of an auspicious word for

an inauspicious one', fr. Eii^irjiiti^Eaftai, 'to use

auspicious words', fr. sx)(fT)[da, 'use of words

of good omen', fr. e5 (see en-) and 9Tiixr), 'pro-

phetic saying, saying, speech' which is cogn.

with L. fdma, 'talk, report'. See fame and -ism

and cp. prec. word.

euphemist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: euphemist-ic, euphemist-ic-al, adjs.,

euphemist-ic-al-ly, adv.
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euphemize, tr. v., to express euphemistically;

intr. v., to use euphemisms.— Gk.su(p7j|jt',CsoS-ai,

"to use auspicious words'. See euphemism and
-ize.

Derivative: euphemiz-er, n.

euphone, n., a free-reed organ stop giving a sweet

tone (music). — Gk. sutpuvoc, 'sweet-voiced'.

See euphony,

euphonium, n., a small brass instrument (music).

— ModL., fr. Gk. eucpovo?, 'sweet-voiced'. See

next word.

euphony, n., pleasantness of sound. — F. eupho-

nie, fr. L. euphonia, fr. Gk. suqjcovia, 'sweetness

of voice', fr. eu9<ovoi;, 'sweet-voiced', fr. eS (see

eu-) and (puvYj, 'sound, tone, voice'. See phone

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: euphun-ic, euphon-ic-al, adjs.,

eiiphon-ic-al-ly, adv., euphon-ic-al-ness, n., eu-

phoni-oiis, adj., euphoni-ous-ly, adv., euphoni-

ous-ness, n.

Euphorbia, n., a genus of African plants. —
ModL., fr. L. eiiphnrbeum, name of an African

plant. Sec euphorbium.

Euphorbiaceae, n. pi., a family of African plants.

— Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

cuphorbiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

euphorbium, n., a gum resin derived from Euphor-

bia lesinifera. — ModL., fr. L. euphorbeum, fr.

Gk. eu(p6p[iiov. named after E-j9op|3oc, Euphor-

bus, a Greek physician. (The name lit. means
'well nourished', fr. sO, 'well' and cpopprj, 'pas-

ture, nourishment', which is rel. to cpsp^Eiv,

"to feed'.)

euphoria, n., the sense of well-being (psychoid —
Medical L,, fr. Gk. EU9opi5, 'well-being', lit. 'a

bearing well', fr. cQcpopo;, 'easy to bear, easily

born', fr. cj (see eu-) and the stem of 9speiv,

'to bear, carry". See bear, 'to carry' and cp.

dysphoria. For the ending see sulf, -ia.

Euphrasia, n., a genus of plants of the fjgwort

family (bol.) - ModL. See next word.

euphrasy, n., name of a plant. — ML. euphrasia,

fr. Gk. E'j9paai5, 'delight", fr. E'!)9paivEiv, 'to

delight', fr. eu (see eu-) and 9Pt;v, gen. 9p£v6;,

"mind". See phrenetic and -v (representing Gk.
-ia).

euphroe, also uphroe, n,, a block of wood per-

forated to receive the cords of an awning.— Du.
jiiffrouw, 'young woman; pulley', rel. to OFris.

jiingfrouwe, OWG. jungfrouwa, MHG.juncvrou
(IV?), 'young woman, girl', G. Jungfrau, 'maid,

\irgin; spinster'. See young and frow.

Euphrosyne, n.. i) one of the three Graces (Greek

mythol.): 2) fern. PN. — L., fr. Gk. E'J9pO(i'Jvr,,

lit. 'mirth, merriment', fr. e'j9pa)v, 'cheerful,

merry', lit. 'of a good mind', fr. eu (see eu-) and
9p7;v, gen. 9pev6::, 'mind'. See phrenetic and cp.

Sophronia. Cp. also prec. word.

euphuism, n., the affected style used by John Lyly

in his Euphues. — Formed with suff. -ism fr.

Euphues, a name coined by the English writer

John Lyly (15547-1606) in 1578 fr. Gk. eu9'jrj?,

'well-grown, excellent', fr. eij (see eu-) and the

stem of 9U£tv, 'to bring forth, produce, make
to grow'. See physio- and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

euphuist, n., one characterized by euphuism. —
See euphuism and -ist.

Derivatives: euphuist-ic, euphuist-ic-al, adjs.,

euphuist-ic-al-ly, adv.

eupnea, eupnoea, n., normal breathing (med.) —
Medical L. eupnoea, fr. Gk. euttvoix, 'easy

breathing', fr. eujtvoo?, 'breathing well', fr. e'j

(see eu-) and ttvotj, twoit], 'breath'. See pneuma
and cp. dyspnea.

Eurafrica, n., Europe and Africa taken together.

— A blend of Europe and ,\frica.

Derivative; Eurafric-an, adj. and n.

Eurasia, n., Europe and Asia taken together. —
A blend of Europe and Asia.

Derivative: Eurasi-an, adj. and n.

eurelia, interj., the exclamation attributed to

Archimedes when he discovered a method to

determine the purity of the gold in King Hiero's

crown; hence exclamation of triumph. — Gk.

£up7;xa, 'I have found', perf. of eupicrxEiv, 'to

find'. See heuristic.

eurythmic, adj. — See curhythmic.

euripus, n., a strait. — L., fr. Gk. Eiiplrro?, 'strait',

fr. sO (see eu-) and piTcy;, 'rush, impetus', which

is rel. to phxEiv, 'to throw, hurl', and cogn.

with Fris. ^vriwwe, MLG., MDu. wrJven, OHG,
riban, MHG. riben, G. reiben 'to rub'; see

Hofmann, EWG., p. 299 s. v. piTrTo). Cp. ribald.

Euroclydon, n., a stormy wind.— New Testament

Gk. EupoKX'iScov (Acts 27: 14) fr. EOpog, 'south-

east wind', and xauScjv, 'wave' (from the stem

of yJ.u'iziv, 'to dash against, break over, in-

undate'); prob. a false reading for EupaxuXcjv.

Grecization of Late L. Euracjuilo, 'northeast

wind', fr. L. Eurus, 'eastwind', and Aquilo.

'north wind". See Eurus and .\quilo.

Europa, n., a daughter of Agenor, king of Phoe-

nicia (Creek mylhol.) — L., fr. Gk. E-Jpoj—r.

See Europe.

Europe, n.— L. Europa, fr. Gk. EupoiTY], 'Europa

;

Europe', which is prob. of Semitic origin. Cp.

Akkad. erebu, 'to enter, go in; to go down, set"

(said of the sun), ereb shamshi, 'sunset', Heb.

'erebh, 'sunset, evening'; see Heinrich Lewy,

Die semitischen Fremdworter im Griechischen.

Berlin, 1895, pp. 139-140. Accordingly E'jpcj—r,

orig. meant 'the Region of the Setting Sun'. Cp.

Hesychius, who renders E'jpojTrr; with the words

-/copa Tf,c SJcjEto; (= 'the Land of the Setting

Sun'). Cp. also Gk. "Epe^o;, 'place of nether

darkness', which derives fr. Heb. 'erebh. See

maarib and cp. Erebus. The form EipcoTry; (as if

the name meant svp-corrr;, 'broad face') is due

to the natural tendency of the Greeks to Grecize

words foreign to their language. For the sense

development of Gk. EupcoTn) from a Semitic

word meaning 'sunset, evening', cp. Asia.
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European, adj. and n. — F. europeen, fr. L. Euro-

paeus, fr. Gk. EupcoTratoi;, 'European', fr. Eupti-

TDf), 'Europe'. See prec. word and -an.

Derivatives: European-ism, n., European-ize,

tr. v., European-iz-ation, n.

europium, n., name of a rare metallic element

(chem.) — ModL., named by its discoverer, the

French chemist Eugene DemarQay (1852-1903)

in 1896 after the continent Europe. For the end-

ing of europium see suff. -ium.

Eurus, n., i)the god of the southeast vi'm6.(Greek

mythol.); 2) hence the southeast wind. —
L., fr. Gk. E5po?, which possibly stands for

*E5<i-po5 and orig. meant 'the singeing wind',

fr. evieiv (for *eucteiv), 'to singe', which derives

fr. I.-E. base *eus-, 'to bum'; see combust. The
change of the rough spirit (in eOetv) to the

smooth one (in Eijpoi;) is prob. due to the in-

fluence of aupa, 'air'. Cp. the first element in

Euroclydon.

eury-, combining form meaning 'wide'. — Gk.
Eupu-, fr. Eupijc;, 'wide', which is cogn. with OI.

uruh, 'broad, wide', vdras-, 'breadth, width'. Cp.

the first element in next word.

Eurydice, n., the wife of Orpheus (Greek mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. EupuSixY), lit. 'wide justice', fr.

E'ipii;, 'wide', and Sixrj, 'right, custom, usage,

law; justice'. For the first element see eury-,

for the second see dicast.

eurythmic, eurhythmic, adj., harmonious.—Form-

ed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. eupu&fiia, 'rhythmical

order', fr. e3pu&(io?, 'rhythmical', fr. e5 (see eu-)

and pud[j.6;, 'rhythm'. See rhythm.

eurythmJcs, eurhythmies, n., the art of expressing

musical harmony by bodily movements. — See

prec. word and -ics.

eurythmy, eiu-hythmy, n., harmonious proportion.

— L. eurythmia, fr. Gk. Eupudfxta. See euryth-

mic and -y (representing Gk. -la).

eusol, n., an antiseptic solution for wounds.

(pharm.) — Lit. 'a good solution' ; coined fr. eu-

and the first three letters of the word solution.

Eustace, masc. PN.— OF. Eustace (F. Eustache),

fr. Late L. Eustachius, fr. Gk. Eu<jTax'°?' "t.

'fruitful', fr. ei (see eu-) and arax'.)?, 'ear (of

grain)', which is a derivative of L-E. base

*stengh-, 'to be pointed', whence also E. sting

(q.v.) Cp. Stacfays. The name Eustachius should

not be confused with Eustathius, which comes
fr. Gk. EuoTa^T]?, 'stable'.

Eustachian, adj., pertaining to Eustachio or to

the Eustachian tube. — Formed with suff. -an

from the name of the Italian physician Barto-

lomeo Eustachio (15247-1574), the discoverer

of the air passage connecting the eardrum
cavity with the pharynx.

eutectk, adj., of the greatest fusibility.— Formed
with suff. -ic fr. Gk. eOttjx-to?, 'easily melted',

fr. eO (see en-) and Ti\v.t6<;, 'melted', verbal adj.

of -riixciv, 'to melt', which is cogn. with L. tabes,

'a wasting away'. See tabes and cp. entexia.

Derivative: eutectic, n., a eutectic substance.

Euterpe, n., the Muse ofmusic (Greek mythology).
— L., fr. Gk. EuTEpTTT), ht. 'pleasing well', fr

s5 (see eu-) and T^pTtstv, 'to delight, please'.

See Terpsichore.

eutexia, n., the quality of mehing at a low tem-

perature (physics). — ModL., fr. Gk. suTTj^ta,

'fusibility', which is rel. to eCtt^xto?, 'easily

melted'. See eutectic.

Euthamia, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Eu^jxtov, 'har-

monious, pretty', lit. 'well placed', fr. ci5 (see

eu-) and the base of Ti^ivai, 'to put, place'. See

theme and cp. words there referred to. For the

ending see suff. -ia.

euthanasia, n., an easy and painless death. —
Gk. EuQ-avaaia, 'easy death', fr. e5 (see eu-)

and S-avaxo?, 'death'. See thanato- and -ia and

cp. athanasy.

Euxine, adj., pertaining to the Euxine (= Black

Sea). — L. Pontus Euxlnus, fr. Gk. n6vT0<;

Eu^etvoi;, 'the hospitable sea', euphemized fr.

HovTog "A^Eivo?, 'the Axine', lit. 'the inhospit-

able sea', in which name "A^elvo? is perh. a

popular alteration of a name like *A5evaC,

metathesis of 'AcxEval^, ' Aoxaval^, Septuagintal

rendering of Heb. Ashk'naz, a people mentioned

in Gen. 10:3 and I Chr. t:6. Accordingly

Axine orig. would have meant 'the Ashkenaz

Sea'. See Ashkenaz.

Eva, fem. PN. (Bible). — See Eve.

evacuant, adj., promoting evacuation, purgative

(med.) — L. evacuans, gen. -antis, pres. part, of

evacuare. See next word and -ant.

Derivative: evacuant, n., a purgative agent.

evacuate, tr. v., i) to withdraw troops from a

place; 2) to promote evacuation (med.) — L.

evacudtus, pp. oi evacuare, 'to empty out, purge',

formed fr. e- and vacuus, 'empty'. See vacant

and verbal suff. -ate.

evacuation, n. — F. evacuation, fr. Late L. eva-

cuationem, ace. of evacudtio, 'an evacuating', fr.

L. evacudtus, pp. of evacuare. See prec. word

and -ion.

evade, tr. v., to avoid. — L. evddere, 'to go out;

to escape', fr. e- and vddere, 'to go', which is

rel. to vadum, 'a shallow', and cogn. with OE.
wadan, 'to wade'. See wade and cp. vade mecum.

Cp. also evasion, invade, invasion, pervade, per-

vasion.

Evadne, i) the wife of Capaneus, one of 'the

Seven before Thebes' (Greek mythol^; 2) fem.

PN. — L., fr. Gk. EuaSvTj, a word of uncertain

origin.

ev^inate, tr. v., to turn (a tube) inside out. —
L. evdgindtus, pp. of ivdglndre, 'to unsheathe',

fr. e- and vdgirta, 'sheath'. See vagina and verbal

suff. -ate.

evagination, n. — Late L. evdgindtid, gen. -onis,

'a spreading out, extending', fr. L. evdgindtus,

pp. of evdgindre. See prec. word and -ion.

evaluate, tr. v. — F. evaluer. See e-, value and
verbal sufT. -ate, and cp. valuation.
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Derivative : evaluat-ion, n,

Evan, masc. PN. — W., lit. 'young'- Cp. W. iau,

'young', ieuanc, 'yoiing man', ieuaf, 'youngest',

MW. ieu, 'younger', Olr. 6a, 6am, 'younger,

youngest'. These words are cogn. with L.

juvenis, 'young, young man', Goth, juggs, OE.
geong, 'young'. See young and cp. juvenfle.

evanesce, intr. v., to vanish. — L. evanescere, 'to

pass away, vanish', fr. e- and vdnescere, 'to pass

away', which is an inchoative verb formed from

the adjective vdnus, 'vain'. See vain and -esce.

evanescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

evanescent, adj. — L. evdnescens, gen. -entis,

pres. part of evansescere. See evanesce and -ent.

Derivative: evanescent-ly, adv.

evangel, n., the gospel. — ME. evangile, it. OF.

evangile (F. evangile), fr. Eccles. L. evangelium,

'gospel', fr. Gk. eia-fc^Xiov, 'reward of good

tidings; gospel', fr. siifxskoq, 'bringing good

news', fr. e3 (see eu-) and iyyekoc,, 'messenger'.

See angel.

Derivatives: evangelic (q.v.), evangel-ic-ity, n.,

evangelist (q.v.), evangelize (q.v.)

evangel, n., evangelist. — Gk. euayYsXo?, 'bring-

ing good news'. See prec. word.

evangelic, evangelical, adj.— Eccles. L. evange-

licus, fr. Gk. sua.fxeXiic6i;, fr. euaYY^Xtov. See

evangel, 'gospel', and -ic, resp. also -al.

Evangeline, fem. PN. — F. £vangiline, ult. fr.

Gk. euayY^Xiov, 'good news'. See evangel,

'gospel', and -ine (representing L. -ina).

evangelist, n. — F. evangiliste, fr. Eccles. L.

evangelista, fr. Gk. euaYYeXiCTTT)!;, fr. euayv^"

X[!^eCT-9^ai. See next word and -ist.

Derivatives: evangelist-ic, adj.

evangelize, tr. and intr. v. — OF. evangeliser, fr.

Eccles. L. evangelizare, fr. Gk. si>a.f{z>SX,za^ca,

'to bring good news, to preach glad tidings', fr.

euayy^Xtov. See evangel, 'gospel', and -ize.

Derivatives: evangeliz-ation, n., evangeliz-er, n.

evanish, intr. v., to vanish. — OF. esvanir (F.

evanouir). See e- and vanish.

Derivative : evanish-ment, n.

evansite, n., a basic aluminum phosphate (min-

eral.) — Named after Brooke Evans, of Eng-

land, who brought it from Hungary. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

evaporate, intr. and tr. v. — L. evapordtus, pp. of

evapdrdre, 'to disperse in vapor', fr. e- and vapor,

'steam, vapor'. See vapor and verbal sufF. -ate.

evaporation, n. — F. evaporation, fr. L. evapo-

rdtionem, ace. of evapdrdtio, 'an evaporating', fr.

evapordtus, pp. of evapordre. See prec. word
and -ion.

evaporative, adj. — Late L. evapdrdtivus, 'tending

or apt to evaporate', fr. L. evapordtus, pp. of

evapordre. See evaporate and -ive.

evasion, n. — F. evasion, fr. L. evdsidnem, ace. of

evdsid, 'a going out; escape', fr. evdsus, pp. of

Ivddere. See evade and -ion and cp. invasion,

pervasion.

evasive, adj. — F. era«/(fem. evasive), fr. L. evd-

sus, pp. of evddere. See evade and -ive.

Derivatives: evasive-ly, adv., evasive-ness, n.

eve, n., i) evening; 2) time immediately preceding

an event. — ME. eve; a variant of even,

'evening'.

Eve, l) fem. PN; 2) in the Bible, the wife of

Adam. — Late L. Eva, fr. Heb. HawwS', lit.

'a living being', from the base of Itdwd = bdyd,

'he lived'. See Gen. 3 : 20. Heb. lidyd'^, 'he Uved',

is rel. to Aram.-Syr. hayd, 'he lived', Ugar. hwy

{byy)>. 'to live', Arab, hdyyd, 'he lived', Heb.

hayyim, Aram, kayyfn, bayyi, Arab. Ifayd'',

'life'. Cp. Eva. Cp. also ave.

evection, n., irregularity of the moon's motion

in its orbit (astron.) — L. evectio, gen. -6nis, 'a

going upward', fr. evectus, pp. of evehere, 'to

carry out', fr. e- and vehere, 'to carry, convey'.

See vehicle and -ion.

Evelina, Evelyn, fem. PN. — i) Dimin. of Eve;

2) fr. OHG. Avelina, fr. Avi.

Evelyn, masc. PN. — Prob. fr. prec. word.

even, n., evening (poet.)— ME. eve, even, fr. OE.

lefen, rel. to OS. dVand, ON. aptann, Dan. af-

ten, OFris. evend, Du. avond, OHG. dband,

MHG. abend, G. Abend, and cogn. with Gk.

6m- in 67ti9«(v), Ion. and Att. 07rta^e(v),

'after, behind', h']/i, 'late in the day, at even',

ltd, 'upon, after'; hence even(ing) lit. means

'the hinder' (= latter) part of the day'. See epi-

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also the

second element in Halloween.

even, adj. — ME. even, fr. OE. efen, efn, 'level,

even', rel. to OS. e'Ban, OFris. even, Du. even,

effen, OHG. eban, MHG., G. eben, ON. jafn,

Dan. jxvn, Goth, ibns, fr. Teut. base *e'Sna-,

which possibly corresponds to I.-E. *im-no-, en-

largement of base *im-, whence L. im-itdri, 'to

represent, copy, imitate'. See imitate and cp.

anent.

Derivatives: even, n., adv. and tr. v., even-er, n.,

even-ly, adv., even-ness, n.

evening, n. — ME., fr. OE. xfnung, 'evening',

prop, verbal n. fr. xfnian, 'to become evening',

fr. xfen, 'evening'. See even, 'evening', and -ing,

suff. forming verbal nouns, and cp. morning

(fr. morn).

evensong, n.— ME., fr. OE. sfensang, compound-

ed of lefen, 'evening', and sang, 'song'. See

even, 'evening', and song.

event, n. — OF. event, fr. L. eventus, 'occurrence,

event', fr. event-(um), pp. stem of evenire, 'to

come forth, happen, occur', fr. e- and venire,

'to come'. See come and cp. venue, 'arrival'.

eventAil, adj. — Compounded of event and -fiil;

first used by Shakespeare.

Derivatives: eventful-ly, adv., eventful-ness, n.

eventide, n.— ME., fr. OE. sefentid, compounded

of xfen, 'evening', and tid, 'time'. See even,

'evening', and tide.

eventration, n., protrusion of the abdominal

viscera (med.) — F. eventration, formed fr. e-
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(see e-), L. venter, gen. ventris, 'belly' (see venter,

'abdominal cavity'), and suff. -ation.

eventual, adj. — Fictive L. *eventudlis (whence

also F. eventuel), fr. L. eventus. See event and

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: eventual-ity, n., eventual-ly, adv.

eventuate, intr. v., to turn out, result. — Formed

fr. event with verbal suff. -ate.

ever, adv. — ME. ever, fr. OE. sfre, prob. rel.

to OE. d, 'always, ever'. See aye, 'ever', and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also the first ele-

ment in every and the second element in never.

Everard, masc. PN. — OF. Everart, of Teut. ori-

gin. Cp. OHG. Eburhard (= G. Eberhard,

Ebert), Ut. 'strong as a boar', fr. ebur, 'boar',

and hart, 'hard'. See aper and hard.

Evemia, n., a genus of lichens of the family Us-

neaceae (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. euspvY]?,

'sprouting well', fr. e5 (see eu-) and gpvo?,

'young sprout, twig, shoot', which is cogn. with

Norw. runne, rune, 'branch', ON. renna, 'to

shoot up', fr. L-E. base *er-, *or-, 'to stir, move',

whence also L. orlri, 'to rise'. See orient and cp.

words there referred to.

eversion, n. — F. eversion, fr. L. eversidnem, ace.

of eversio, 'a turning out, overthrowing', fr.

eversus, pp. oievertere, 'to turn out, twist, over-

throw', fr. e- and vertere, 'to turn'. See version,

evert, tr. v., i) to overthrow (archaic); 2) to turn

inside out. — L. evertere. See prec. word.

every, adj. — ME. everilk, everich, even, lit. 'ever

each', fr. OE. xfre, 'always, ever', and xlc,

'each'. See ever and each,

evict, tr. v., to dispossess by law. — L. evictus,

pp. of evincere, 'to overcome completely, van-

quish; to recover one's property'. See evince,

eviction, n.— Late L. evictio, gen. -onis, 'recovery

of one's property', fr. L. evictus, pp. of evincere.

See prec. word and -ion.

evidence, n. — F. evidence, fr. L. evidentia, 'clear-

ness, distinctness', fr. evidens, gen. -entis. See

next word and -ce.

evident, adj. — F. evident, fr. L. evidenlem, ace.

of evidens, 'apparent, visible, clear, evident',

formed fr. e- and videre, 'to see'. See vision

and -ent.

Derivatives: evident-ial, adj., evident-ial-ly, adv.,

evidenti-ary, adj., evident-ly, adv.

evil, adj. — ME. evil, evel, ivel, uvel, fr. OE. yfel,

yfil, rel. to OS. uW, OFris., MDu. evel, Du.

euvel, OHG. ubil, MHG., G. ubel, Goth, ubils,

'evil'. These words are prob. rel. to up, above,

over (qq.v.) Accordingly, the orig. meaning of

OE. yfel, etc., seems to have been 'going up-

ward', hence 'going beyond, transgressing'.

Derivatives: evil, n. and adv., evil-ly, adv.

evil-starred, adj. — Coined by the English poet

Alfred Tennyson (1809-92) fr. evil, star and adj.

suff. -ed. Cp. ill-starred,

evince, tr. v., i) to show; 2) to exhibit. — L. evin-

cere, 'to overcome completely, vanquish; to

succeed in proving, demonstrate', fr. e- and

vincere, 'to vanquish'. See vincible and cp. evict.

Derivatives: evinc-ible, adj., envinc-ibl-y, adv.,

envinc-ive, adj.

evirate, tr. v., to castrate. — L. evirdtus, pp. of

evirdre, 'to deprive of manhood', fr. e- and vir,

'man'. See virile and verbal suff. -ate.

eviration, n., castration.— L. evirdtid, gen. -dnis,

'a depriving of manhood', fr. evirdtus, pp. of

evirdre. See prec. word and -ion.

eviscerate, tr. v., to disembowel.— L. eviscerdlus,

pp. of eviscerdre, 'to disembowel', lit. 'to remove

the viscera from', fr. e- and viscera, 'the inner

parts of the body'. See viscera and cp. viscerate.

Derivative: eviscerat-ion, n.

evitable, adj., avoidable. — L. evitdbilis, 'avoid-

able', fr. evitdre, 'to avoid', fr. e- and vitdre,

'to seek to escape, to avoid', which seems to be

a contraction of *vi-itdre, 'to go out of the

way', fr. via, 'way', and itdre, freq. of ed, ire,

'to go'; see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., II, p. 805

s.v. vitd. See via and itinerate,

evocation, n., an evoking. — L. evocdtid, gen.

-dnis, 'a calling out, summoning', fr. evocdtus,

pp. of evocdre. See evoke and -ation.

evocative, adj., tending to evoke. — Late L. evo-

cdtivus, 'pertaining to summoning', fr. L. evo-

cdtus, pp. of evocdre. See evoke and -ative and

cp. vocative.

Evodia, n., a genus of plants of the rue family

[ffgt.) — ModL., fr. Gk. euuSiS, 'sweet smell,

fragrance', fr. eucoSr)?, 'sweet smelling, fragrant',

formed fr. s5 (see eu-) and the stem of o^eiv,

'to smell', whence also 6<j(i:^, 'smell, odor'. See

odor and cp. osmium. For the ending see suff.

-ia.

evoke, tr. v., to call forth. — F. evoquer, fr. L.

evocdre, 'to call out, summon', fr. e- and vocdre,

'to call', from vdx, gen. vdcis, 'voice'. See voice,

evolute, n., a curve which is the locus of the cen-

ter of curvatures of another curve (geom.) —
L. evoldtus, pp. of evolvere. See next word and

cp. involute.

evolution, n. — L. evolutid, gen. -dnis, 'an un-

rolling (of a scroll), an opening (of a book)', fr.

evoldtus, pp. of evolvere, 'to unroll, unfold', fr.

e- and volvere, 'to roll'. See volute and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: evolution-al, adj., evolution-al-ly,

adv., evolution-ary, adj., evolutionism (q.v.),

evolutionist (q.v.)

evolutionism, n., the theory of evolution. —
Formed with suff. -ism fr. L. evolutid, gen. -dnis.

See prec. word.

evolutionist, n., one who believes in the theory of

evolution. — Formed with suff. -ist fr. L. evo-

lutid, gen. -dnis. See evolution,

evolve, tr. v., i) to unfold; 2) to develop gradually.

— L. evolvere. See evolution.

Evonymus, n., a genus of plants, the spindle tree

(bot.) — ModL., lit. 'of good name', fr. Gk. A
(see eu-) and Bvupia dialectal form of 6vo(ia,

'name'; see onomato-. The name is euphemistic,
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in allusion to the poisoning quality of this

genus.

evulsion, n., the act of plucking out. — L. evul-
sio, gen. -dnis, 'a pulling or plucking out', fr.

evulsus, pp. of evellere, 'to pull out, pluck out',

fr. e- and vellere, 'to pull off, pluck off'. See
veilicate and -ion and cp. convulse, revulsion,

vulsellum.

ewe, n. — ME. ewe, fr. OE. eowu, fem. of eow,
'sheep', rel. to MDu. ooye, ooy, Du. ooi, OHG.
ouwi, ou, 'sheep', OE. eowestre, OHG. awist,

Goth, awistr, 'sheepfold', OE. eowde, OHG.
ewit, Goth, awepi, 'flock of sheep', and cogn.
with OI. dvih, Gk. 6l?, Att. oZ?, Argive Sft?, L.
ovis, Lith. avis, Lett, avs, 'sheep', Lith. Svinas,

Lett, auns, OPruss. awins, 'ram', OSlav. ovinii,

'ram', ovica, 'ewe', Olr. 6i, 'sheep', W. ewig,
'hind', and possibly cogn. with Arm. hoviv,

'shepherd'. Cp. ovine,

ewer, n., a wide-mouthed water pitcher. — ME.,
fr. AF. ewiere, ewer, corresponding to OF.
aiguiere (F. aiguiire), fr. OProven?. aiguiera,

'water vessel', fr. VL. aquaria, lit. 'pertaining to,

or containing, water' (cp. L. vas aquarium,
'water vessel'), fr. L. aqua, 'water'. See aquatic
and cp, aquarium. Cp. also sewer,

ex, prep, meaning 'out of and used in various
phrases of Latin origin. See ist ex-,

ex- pref. occurring in words of Latin origin used
in the senses: i) out of, from; 2) upward;
3) completely, entirely; 4) to remove from, de-
prive of; 5) without; 6) former (said of previous
holders of office or dignity). Before /, ex- be-
comes ef-; before all voiced consonants (as

b, d, g, etc.) ex- becomes e-. — L. ex-, from the
prep, ex, 'out of, from', which is cogn. with
Gk. i\, kx., 'out of (see 2nd ex-). Arm. ;, 'from',

pref. y- (as in y-afnem, 'I rise'), Gaul, ex, Olr.
ess-, ass-, OPruss. esse, Lith. «, OSlav. is-, iz-

(pref.), iz (prep.) Cp. extraneous, strange,

ex- pref. occurring in words of Greek origin and
meaning 'out of. — Gk. kS,, hi., 'out of. The
former is used before vowels and is rendered
in English by ex-; the latter appears before con-
sonants and is transliterated ec-. For the ety-

mology of Gk. £5, ^ see 1st ex-. Cp. ec-, ecto-
and the first element in eschatology.

ex-, form of exo- before a vowel.
exacerbate, tr. v., to render worse, aggravate. —
L. exacerbdtus, pp. of exacerbdre, 'to exasper-
ate, irritate, grieve, afflict', fr. ist ex- and acer-
bdre, 'to make harsh or bitter; to aggravate',
fr. acerbus, 'harsh to the taste, bitter; sour'. See
acerb and verbal pref. -ate and cp. acerbate,

exacerbation, n. — Late L. exacerbdlio, gen.
-dnis, 'exasperation', fr. L. exacerbdtus, pp. of
exacerbdre. See prec. word and -ion.

exact, adj., i) accurate; 2) precise. — L. exdctus,
•precise, accurate', pp. of exigere, 'to demand,
require', lit. 'to drive out or forth', fr. ist ex-
and agere, 'to set in motion, drive, lead; to do,
act'. See agent, adj., and cp. act. Cp.also assay

essay, examen, examine, exigent, exiguous,
exility.

Derivatives: exact-ly, adv., exact-ness, n.

exact, tr. v., to demand. — L. exdctus, pp. of
exigere. See exact, adj.

Derivatives: exact-ing, adj., exact-ing-ly, adv.,

exact-ing-ness, n., exaction (q.v.), exactitude
(q.v.)

exaction, n. — ME. exaccioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

exaction, fr. L. exdctidnem, ace. of exdctid, 'a

demanding, requisition', fr. exdctus, pp. of
exigere. See exact, adj., and -ion.

exactitude, n. — F., fr. exact, fr. L. exdctus, pp.
of exigere. See exact, adj., and -ude.

exactor, n. — L., 'a demander', fr. exdctus, pp.
of exigere. See exact, adj., and agential suff. -or.

exaggerate, tr, and intr. v. — L. exaggerdtus,

pp. of exaggerdre, 'to heap up; to magnify, ex-
aggerate', formed fr. ist ex- and agger, 'heap,

pile, dam, dike, mound, rampart'. See agger
and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: exaggerat-ed, adj., exaggerat-ed-ly,

adv., exaggerat-ing, adj., exaggerat-ing-ly, adv.,

exaggeration (q.v.), exaggerat-ive, adj., exagger-
at-ive-ly, adv., exaggerat-ive-ness, n.,exaggerat-
or (q.v.), exaggerat-ory, adj.

exaggeration, n. — L. exaggerdtio, gen. -dnis, 'a

heaping up; an exaggeration', fr. exaggerdtus,

pp. of exaggerdre. See prec. word and -ion.

exaggerator, n. — L., fr. exaggerdtus, pp. of e;*--

aggerdre. See exaggerate and agential suff. -or.

exalt, tr. v., to raise, lift up; 2) to praise, extol. —
OF. (= F.) exalter, fr. L. exaltdre, 'to raise,

exalt', fr. ist ex- and altus, 'high'. See alt and
cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: exalt-ation, n., exalt-ed, adj.,

exalted-ly, adv., exalted-ness, n., exalt-er, n.

exam, n. — CoUoq. abbreviation of examination,
examen, n., examination. — L. examen. See
examine,

examinant, adj. and n. — L. exdmindns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of exdmindre. See examine
and -ant.

examination, n. — F., fr. L. exdmindtidnem, ace.

of exdmindtio, 'a weighing, examination', fr.

exdmindtus, pp. of exdmindre. See next word
and -ation.

Derivative : examination-al, adj.

examine, tr. v. — OF. (= F.) examiner, fr. L.

exdmindre, 'to weigh; to consider, ponder; to
test, examine', fr. exdmen (gen. exdminis), 'the

tongue of a balance; a weighing examination',
which stands for *ex-ags-men, and is formed fr.

1st ex- and ago, agere, 'to drive; to act'; the

orig. meaning of exdmen was 'driving of the
balance out of its equilibrium'. See agent, adj.,

and cp. exact, adj., and words there referred to.

Derivatives: examin-ative, adj., examin-atory,

examin-atori-al, adjs., examin-ee, n., examin-er,
n., examin-ing, adj., examin-ing-iy, adv.

example, n. — OF. example (F. exemple), fr. L.
exemplum, lit. 'something taken out of a larger
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quantity', fr. ist ex- and emere, 'to take'. See

exempt and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also exemplar, exemplify, sample, ensample. For

the inserted -p- in exemplum (for *ex-em-lom)

cp. L. amplus, 'large' (see ample).

Derivative: example, tr. v.

exanimate, adj., 1) inanimate; 2) spiritless. — L.

exanimdtus, pp. of exanimdre, 'to deprive of air

or breath; to deprive of life; to terrify', fr. isl

ex- and anima, 'breath of air, air, breath, soul,

life'. See animus and adj. suff. -ate.

exanthema, n., an eruption, esp. one accom-

panied by fever (med.) — Late L., fr, Gk.

i5av&r;[i,a (gen. s^av&Yifiaxot;), 'eruption', lit. 'a

bursting forth into flower', fr. i^rx.-^^tvj, 'to

burst forth into flower', fr. s^ (see 2nd ex-) and

av*eTv, 'to bloom', fr. av&o?, 'flower'. See

anther and -ma.

Derivatives : exanthemat-ic, exanthemat-oiis,

adjs. (this latter is a hybrid).

exarch, n., 1) the governor of a province in the

Byzantine Empire; 2) a bishop of the Eastern

Church, standing in rank below a patriarch and

above a metropolitan. — Late L. exarchus, fr.

Gk. e^apxo;, fr. il, (see 2nd ex-) and ap/6;,

•leader, chief, ruler'. See -arch and cp. words

there referred to.

exarchate, n., the office or dignity of an exarch.

— ML. axarchdtus, fr. Late L. exarchus. See

prec. word and subst. suff. -ate.

exasperate, tr. v., to make angry; to provoke. —
L. exasperdtus, pp. of exasperdre, 'to make

rough, irritate, provoke', fr. ist ex- and asper-

dre, 'to make rough, to excite', fr. asper, 'un-

even, rough'. See asperity and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: exasperat-ed, adj., exasperal-ed-ly,

adv., exasperat-ing, adj., exasperat-ing-ly, adv.,

exasperation (q.v.)

exasperation, n. — L. exasperdtio, gen. -dnis, 'ex-

asperation, bitterness', fr. exasperdtus, pp. of

exasperdre. See prec. word and -ion.

excambion, n., exchange of land (Scot, law) —
ML. excambium. See ist ex- and cambium and

cp. exchange.

ex cathedra, with authority. — L., lit. 'from the

chair'. See ex and cathedra.

Derivative: ex cathedra, adj., authoritative.

excavate, tr. v., to dig out. — L. excavdtus, pp.

of excavdre, 'to hollow out', fr. ist ex- and

cavdre, 'to hollow, hollow out', fr. cavus, 'hol-

low'. See c?ve, 'hollow space', and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: excavation (q.v.), excav-ator, n.,

excav-ator-ial, adj.

excavation, n. — L. excavdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a hol-

lowing out', fr. excavdtus, pp. of excavdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

exceed, tr. and intr. v. — ME. exceden, fr. MF.
(= F.) exceder, fr. L. excedere, 'to go away, go

beyond, depart; surpass, excel', fr. ist ex- and

cedere, 'to go, go away, yield, withdraw'. See

cede and cp. excess.

Derivatives: exceed-er, n., exceed-ing, adj. and

adv., exceed-ing-ly, adv.

excel, tr. and intr. v. — F. exceller, fr. L. excel-

lere, 'to rise, raise oneself, distinguish oneself.

surpass, excel', fr. ist ex- and -cellere (used only

in compounds), 'to rise' (whence the pass, part,

celsus, 'high'), fr. I.-E. base *qel-, 'to rise, be

elevated'. See column and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

excellence, n. — P., fr. L. excellentia, 'superior-

ity, excellence', fr. excellens, gen. -entis. See ex-

cellent and -ce.

excellency, n. — F. excellence. See prec, word

and -cy.

excellent, adj, — F., fr. L. excellentem, ace. of

excellens, pres. part, of excellere. See excel

and -ent.

Derivatives: excellent-ly, adv., excellent-ness.

excelsior, adj. and interj., higher (used as a

motto). — L., 'higher", compar. of excelsus.

'high', which is prop, the pp, of excellere. Set

excel and compar. suff. -ior.

except, tr. v., to exclude; intr. v., to object. —
ME. excepten, fr. MF. (= f.)excepter, fr. L.

excepldre, 'to take out, take up', freq. of excipere

(pp. excepliis), 'to take out", fr, 1st ex- and

capere (pp. caplus), 'to take'. See captive and

cp. excipient. For the change of Latin d (in

caplus) to ^(in ex-ceptus, ex-ceptdre) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : excepr, prep, (q.v.), excepting, prep,

(q.v.), exception (q.v.), except-ive, adj., except-

ive-ly, adv., except-ive-ness, n.

except, prep., excluding. - L. excepto, ablative

of exceplus (followed by a subst. in the abla-

tive; the so called oWa/;V<?a/).TO/Hrf construction).

See except, v.

Derivative: except, conj.

excepting, prep., except. — Prop. pres. part, of

the verb except,

exception, n. — ME., fr. AF. excepcioun, cor-

responding 10 OF. excepcion, exception (F. ex-

ception), fr. L. e.xceplidnem, ace. of e.xceptio.

'an exception, restriction", fr. exceptus, pp. ot

excipere. See except, v., and -ion.

Derivatives: exception-able, adj., exception-

able-ness, n., exception-abl-y, adv., exception-al.

adj., exception-al-ily, n., exception-al-ly, adv..

exception-al-ness, n.

excerpt, tr. v., to pick out, select. — L. excerptus.

pp. of excerpere, 'to pick out, choose, select,

extract", fr. ist ex- and carpere, 'to pick, pluck,

gather'. See carpel and cp, scarce. For the change

of Latin d (in carpere) to e (in ex-cerpere) see

accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: excerpt-ible, adj., excerption (q.v,).

excerpt-ive, adj., excerpt-or, n.

excerpt, n., something excerpted; a passage from

a book, etc. — L. excerptum, 'an extract, select-

ion, excerpt', prop, neut. pp. of excerpere, used

as a noun. See excerpt, v,

excerption, n. — L. excerptid, gen. -dnis, 'an ex-
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tract', fr. excerptus, pp. of excerpere. See ex-
cerpt, v., and -ion.

excess, n. — ME. exces, fr. OF. exces (F. excis),

fr. L. excessus, 'a going beyond, departure', fr.

excessus, pp. of excedere. See exceed.

Derivatives; excess-ive, adj., excess-ive-ly, adv.,

excess-ive-ness, n.

exchange, n.— ME. eschaunge, eschange, fr. AF.
eschaunge, which corresponds to OF. eschange,
(F. echange), fr. eschangier. See exchange, v.

exchange, tr. and intr. v. — OF. eschangier (F.

echanger), 'to exchange', fr. VL. *excambiare,
'to exchange' (whence also It. scambiare. Rum.
schimbd, OProven?. escambiar), fr. ist ex- and
Late L. cambiare, 'to exchange'. See cambium
and cp. change. Cp. also excambion.
Derivatives: exchange-able, adj., exchange-abil-

ity, n., exchange-abl-y, adv., exchang-er, n.

exchequer, n., department of revenues; treasury.
— ME. escheker, lit. 'chessboard', fr. OF.
eschequier (F. echiquier), fr. ML. scaccarium.
See check, 'a sudden stop', and cp. checker.

Derivative ; exchequer, tr, v.

excide, tr. v., to cut out. — L. excldere (pp. ex-
cisus), 'to cut out', fr. ist ex- and caedere (pp.
caesus), 'to cut'. See cement and cp. excise, 'to

cut out'. For the change of Latin ae (in caedere,

caesus) to f (in ex-cidere, ex-cisus) see acquire
and cp. words there referred to.

excipient, n., one who receives. — L. excipiens,

gen. -entis, prep. part, of excipere, 'to take out'.

See except, v., and -ient.

excise, tr. v., to cut out. — L. excisus, pp. of ex-
cidere, 'to cut out', fr. 1st ex- and caedere (pp.
caesus), 'to cut'. See excide, v.

excise, n., duty. — Prob. fr. MDu. excijs, fr.

ODu. accijs, fr. OF. aceis, 'tax, duty', fr. VL.
*accensus, fr. ad- and L. census, 'a register,

census'. See censor, census.

Derivatives
: excise, tr. v., to levy a tax or duty

on, excis-able, adj.

excision,n., i) a cutting out or off; 2) excommun-
ication. — L. excisio, gen. -onis, 'a cutting out,

destruction', fr. excisus, pp. of excidere. See ex-
cise, 'to cut out', and -ion.

excitable, adj. — Late L. excitdbilis, 'inciting,

animating', fr. L. excitdre. See excite and -able.

Derivatives: excitahil-ity, n., excitable-ness, n.

excitant, adj., tending to excite. — L. excitdns,

gen. -amis, pres. part, of excitdre. See excite

and -ant.

excitation, n. — F., fr. L. excitdtionem, ace. of
excitdtio, 'a rousing, stirring', fr. excitdtus, pp.
of excitdre. See excite and -ation.

excitative, adj. — F. excitatif (fem. excitative),

fr. L. excitdtus, pp. of excitdre. See excite and
-ative.

excitatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory
fr. L. excitdtus, pp. of excitdre. See next word.

excite, tr. v. — F. exciter, fr. L. excitdre, 'to

rouse, raise, stir up, excite, incite, stimulate',
fr. 1st ex- and citdre, 'to put into quick motion.

excite, provoke, call urgently', freq. of ciere

(pp. citus), 'to set in motion'. See cite and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: excit-ed, adj., excit-ed-ly, adv., ex-

cit-ed-ness, n., excite-ment, n., excit-er, n., excit-

ing, adj., excit-ing-ly, adv.

exclaim, intr. and tr. v. — F. exctamer, fr. L. ex-

cldmdre, 'to call or cry out, call or cry aloud',

fr. Ist ex- and cldmdre, 'to call, cry out, claim'.

See claim, v., and cp. next word.
Derivatives: exclaim-er, n., exclaim-ing-ly, adv.

exclamation, n. — F., fr. L. excldmdtionem, ace.

of excldmdtid, 'a calling or crying out', fr. ex-

cldmdtus, pp. of excldmare. See exclaim and
-ation.

exclave, n., part of a country separated from the

main part and enclosed by foreign territory. —
A blend of ist ex- and enclave,

exclude, tr. v. — L. exclOdere, 'to shut out, re-

move, separate; to drive out; to hinder, pre-

vent', fr. ist ex- and claudere, 'to shut, close'.

See close, adj. and cp. eclosion and sluice. For
the change of Latin au (in claudere) to « (in ex-

clddere) see accuse and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: exclud-er, n., exclud-ing-ly, adv.

exclusion, n. — L. exclOsid, gen. -onis, 'a shutting

out', fr. exclusus, pp. of exclUdere. See exclude

and -ion.

Derivatives: exclusion-ary, adj., exclusion-er, n.,

exclusion-ism, n., exclusion-ist, n.

exclusive, adj. — ML. excldsJvus, fr. L. exctHsus,

pp. of exclQdere. See exclude.

Derivatives: exclusive-ly, adv., exclusive-ness.

n., exctusiv-ity, n.

Excoecaria, n., a genus of plants of the spurge
family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. excaecdre, 'to

make blind', fr. ist ex- and caecus, 'blind'. See
cecity,

excogitate, tr. v., to think out. — L. excdgitdtiis,

pp. of excogitdre, 'to find out by thinking', fr.

1st ex- and cdgitdre, 'to think'. See cogitate.

Derivatives: excogitation (q.v.), excogitat-ive,

adj.

excogitation, n. — L. excdgitdtid, gen. -onis, 'a

thinking out', fr. excogitdtus, pp. of excogitdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

excommunicate, tr. v. — Eccles. L. excommU-
nicdtus, pp. of excommQnicdre, 'to excommuni-
cate', fr. ist ex- and L. commQnicdre, 'to com-
municate'. See communicate.

Derivatives: excommunication (q.v.), excom-
municat-ive, adj., excommunicat-or, n. (fr. ML.),
excommunicat-ory, adv.

excommunicate, adj., excommunicated. — Ec-

cles. L. excommUnicdtus, pp. of excommUnicdre.
See excommunicate, v.

excommunication, n. — Eccles. L. excommdni-
cdtio, gen. -onis, fr. excommOnicdtus, pp. of ex-

commUnicdre. See excommunicate, n., and -ion.

excoriate, tr. v., i) to flay; 2) to denounce. — L.
excoridtus, pp. of excoriare, 'to strip off', fr.
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1st ex- and corium, 'hide, skin, leather'. See

corium and verbal suff. -ate and cp. scourge.

Derivative : excoriat-ion, n.

excorticate, tr. v., to strip off the bark or shell

from. — Late L. excorticdtus, pp. of excorti-

cdre, 'to strip off the bark from', fr. 1st ex- and

L. cortex, gen. corticis, 'bark, rind'. See cortex

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative : excorticat-ion, n.

excrement, n., waste matter discharged from the

body. — F. excrement, fr. L. excrementum, 're-

fuse', lit. 'what is sifted out', prop. neut. pp. of

excernere, 'to sift out', which is formed fr. ist

ex- and cernere, 'to separate, sift, distinguish,

discern, understand, decide'. See certain and

-ment and cp. excrete, recrement. Cp. also de

cem, discern.

Derivatives : excrement-al,excrement-itious, adjs,

excrescence, n., l) a natural appendage; 2) an ab
normal outgrowth. — Formed fr. excrescent

with suff. -ce.

excrescency, n., i) the state of being excrescent

2) excrescence {rare). — Formed from next

word with suff. -cy.

excrescent, adj., growing out. — L. excrescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of excrescere, 'to grow

out', fr. 1st ex- and crescere, 'to grow'. See

crescent.

excreta, n. pi., waste matter eliminated from the

body. — L. excreta, neut. pi. oiexcretus, 'sifted

out', pp. of excernere. See excrement and cp.

excrete, excretion.

excrete, tr. v., to ehminate from the body. — L.

excretus, pp. of excernere, 'to sift out'. See

prec. word.

Derivatives: excret-ion, n., excret-ive, adj., ex-

cret-ory, adj.

excruciate, tr. v., to torture. — L. excrucidtus,

pp. of excrucidre, 'to torment, torture, rack',

fr. 1st ex- and crucidre, 'to crucify', fr. crux,

gen. crucis, 'cross'. See cross, n., and verbal suff.

-ate and cp. crux, crucify.

Derivatives : excruciat-ing, adj., excruciat-ing-ly,

adv., excruciation (q.v.)

excruciation, n. — L. excrucidtid, gen. -onis,

'torment, torture', fr. excrucidtus, pp. of ex-

crucidre. See prec. word and -ion.

exculpable, adj. — See next word and -able.

exculpate, tr. v., to free from blame. — Formed
fr. 1st ex- and L. culpdtus, pp. otculpdre, 'to re-

proach, blame', fr. culpa, 'blame, fault'; cp.

ML. exculpdre. See culpable and verbal suff.

-ate and cp. disculpate.

Derivatives: exculpat-ion, n., exculpat-ory, adj.,

exculpalori-ly, adv.

excurrent, adj., running out; radiating from the

central axis. — L. excurrens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of excurrere, 'to run out, run forth', fr.

1st ex- and currere, 'to run'. See current and

cp. excursus.

excurse, intr. v., to make an excursion; to di-

gress. — Back formation fr. excursus.

excursion, n. — L. excursid, gen. -onis, 'a running

forth, sally, attack, inroad, excursion', fr. ex-

cursus, pp. of excurrere. See prec. word and

-ion.

Derivatives: excursion-al, excursion-ary, adjs.,

excursion-ism, n., excursion-ist, n., excursion-

ize, tr. and intr. v.

excursive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L,

excursus, pp. of excurrere. See excurrent.

Derivatives: excursive-ly, adv., excursive-ness,R.

excursus, n., a treatise appended to a work. —
L., 'a running out', fr. excursus, pp. of excurrere.

See excurrent.

excuse, tr. and intr. v. — ME. escusen, excusen,

fr. OF. escuser, excuser (F. excuser), fr. L. ex-

cOsdre, 'to discharge, dispense, excuse', formed

fr. 1st ex- and causa, 'cause, lawsuit', which

stands for *caud-td- and is rel. to cddere, 'to

strike, beat'. See cause and cp. accuse, recusant,

recuse. For the change of Latin au (in causa)

to a (in ex-cQsdre) see accuse and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: excus-able, adj., excus-abil-ity, n.,

excus-able-ness, n., excus-abl-y, adv., excus-al,

n., excus-er, n., excus-ing-ly, adv., excus-ive,

adj.

excuse, n. — OF. escuse, excuse (F. excuse), fr.

escuser, excuser. See excuse, v.

exeat, n., holiday granted for a few days to boys

at public schools {Eng.) — L., 'let him go out',

3rd pers. pres. subjunctive of exire, 'to go out',

which is formed fr. ist ex- and ire, 'to go'. See

itinerate and cp. exit, exeunt.

execrable, adj., abominable. — ME., fr. L, ex-

secrdbilis, execrdbilis, 'execrable, accursed, de-

testable', fr. exsecrdri, execrdri. See next word

and -able.

Derivatives: execrable-ness, n., execrabt-y, adv.

execrate, tr. v., i) to curse; 2) to abhor; intr. v.,

to curse. — L. exsecrdlus, execrdtus, pp. of ex-

secrdri, execrdri, 'to curse, execrate, detest', fr.

1st ex- and sacrdre, 'to set apart as sacred, con-

secrate', from the stem of sacer, 'holy, sacred'.

See sacred. For the change of Latin d (in sdcer)

to e (in ex-secrdri) see accent and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: execration (q.v.), execral-ive, adj.,

execrat-ive-ly, adv., execrat-ory, adj.

execration, n. — L. exsecrdtid, execrdtid, gen,

-onis, 'curse, execration', fr. exsecrdtus, exe-

crdtus, pp. of exsecrdri, execrdri. See prec, word

and -ion.

executancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

executant, n., one who executes or performs; a

performer, esp. a musical performer — F. exe-

cutant, pres. part, of executer, 'to execute'. See

next word and -ant.

execute, tr. v. — OF. executer, back formation fr.

executeur (see executor) and execution (see next

word).

Derivatives: execut-ed, adj., execul-er, n., exe-



cution (q.v.), execut-ive, adj. and n., execut-ive-

ly, adv., execut-ive-ness, n., executor (q.v.),

execut-ry, n.

execution, n.— OF. execucion, execution (F. exe-

cution), fr. L. exsecHtionem or execHtionem, ace.

of exsecutio, execQtio, 'a carrying out, perfor-

mance', fr. exsecutus, execHtus, pp. of exsequi,

exequi, 'to follow to the end, pursue, carry out,

perform, execute', fr. ist ex- and sequl, 'to fol-

low'. See sequel and cp. prec. word, exequatur,

exequies, sue. For the ending see suff. -ion.

executor, n. — ME. executour, fr. OF. cxecuteur

(F. executeur), fr. L. exsecfitorem, execHtorem,

ace. of exsecutor, executor, 'carrier out, perfor-

mer', fr. exsecQtus, executus, pp. of exsequi,

exequi. See prec. word and agential suff. -or.

Derivatives: executorial, executory (qq.v.)

executorial, adj. — ML. executoridlis, fr. Late L.

executorius. See next word and -ial.

executory, adj., pertaining to administration. —
Late L. exsecutorius, executorius, 'executive',

fr. L. exsecutus, executus, pp. of exsequi, exequi.

See execution and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivative : execut-ory, n.

executrix, n., a woman executor. — ML., fern, of

L. executor. See executor and -trix.

exedra, n., an outdoor seat or bench (Greek an-

tiq.) - - L., fr. Gk. e^sSpa, 'a covered walk be-

fore the house, furnished with seats; seat,

bench', fr. he. (see 2nd ex-) and eSpa, 'seat'. See

-hedron and cp. words there referred to.

exegesis, n., explanation, interpretation, esp. of

the Bible. — Gk. z^'r;-crp\.<:„ 'explanation, inter-

pretation', fr. E;v;YE'j;ji.xt, 'I explain, inter-

pret', fr. k\ (see 2nd ex-) and f/ysobiaL (Dor.

aysriaai). 'I lead, guide' (orig. prob. 'I track

down the way'), later sense : 1 suppose, believe',

fr. I.-E. base *sdg-, *s'g-, 'to track down, trace,

seek', whence also I., sagire, 'to perceive quickly

or keenly', sagus, 'presaging, predicting, pro-

phetic', sdgax, 'sagacious', Goth, sokjan, OE.
secan, 'to seek'. See seek and cp. sagacious. Cp.

also epcxcgesis, cynegetics, hegemony.

cxcgcte, n., one skilled in the interpretation of

the Bible. — Gk. e^7)-p'|Tr;;, 'interpreter, com-
mentator', lit. 'leader, guide', fr. tc.r,-xir>\ia\. See

prec. word.

exegetic, excgetical, adj., pertaining to, or of the

nature of, exegesis; explanatory. — Gk. e^yjy-ir)-

~.\yJiC, 'explanatory', fr. EV';Y'';~r,;. Sec prec.

word and -ic, resp, also -al.

Derivative: cxegetical-ly, adv.

exegetics, n., the science of Bible interpretation.

— See prec. word and -ics.

exemplar, n., i) a person or thing worthy of imi-

tation; model; pattern. — ME. exemplaire, fr.

OF. (= F.) exemplaire, fr. L. exemplum, 'ex-

ample' (see example and subst. suff. -ary). The
English word was refashioned after L. exem-

plar, 'pattern, mode!'. Cp. sampler.

Derivative: exemplar-y, adj.

exemplifitration, n. — AF., fr. ML. exemplificdiio.
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gen. -onis, fr. exemplificdtus, pp. of exemplificdre.

See next word and -ation.

exemplify, tr. v., to show by example. — ME.
exemplifien, fr. ML. exemplificdre, 'to illustrate',

formed fr. L. exemplum, 'example', and -ficdre,

fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See example and -fy.

Derivative: exemplifi-er, n.

exempt, tr. v., to free. — F. exempter, fr. exempt,

'free', fr. L. exemptus, pp. of eximere, 'to take

out, take away', fr. ist ex- and emere, 'to take,

buy', fr. I.-E. base *em-, 'to take', whence also

OSlav. imp, j^ti, 'to take' (orig. *imQ, cp. vHz-

img, 'I take away'), imami, imejg, imeti, 'to

have', Lith. imit, iinti, OPruss. imt, 'to take',

Olr. -em (only in compounds as in ar-fo-emat,

'they take'); cp. OL ydmati, 'holds, subdues',

from the enlarged base *yem-. Cp. example, and
words there referred to. Cp. also adeem, adempt,

ademption, assume, assumption, consume, con-

sumption, diriment, eximious, exon, Irredentista,

peremptory, pome, pre-emption, premium, pre-

sume, presumption, presumptuous, prompt, ran-

som, redeem, redemption, resume, resumption,

Sejm, sumption, sumptuary, sumptuous and the

second element in vintage. For the sense deve-

lopment of L. emere, 'to take; to buy', cp. Heb.

Idqdh, 'he took; he bought'. In the latter sense

Heb. Idqdh occurs very rarely in the Bible (see

e.g. Prov. 31:16), but quite frequently in

Mishnah and Talmud.

exempt, adj., free. — F., fr. L. exemptus, pp. of

eximere. See exempt, v.

exemption, n. — F., fr. L. exemptionem, ace. of

exemptio, 'a taking out', fr. exemptus, pp. of

eximere. Sec exempt, v., and -ion.

cxenterate, tr. v., to disembowel. — L. exente-

rdtus, pp. of exenterdre, fr. Gk. e^EVTspti^eiv, 'to

disembowel', which is formed fr. zi, (see 2nd

ex-) and svTspov, 'intestine'. See enteric and

verbal sufT. -ate.

Derivative: exenterat-ion, n.

exequatur, n., official recognition of a consul by

the government of the country to which he is

accredited. — L. exsequdtur, 'he may perform

(his task)', also spelled exequatur, 3rd pers.

sing, of subj. pres. fr. exsequi, exequi, 'to carr\'

out, perform'. See execute.

exequial, adj., pertaining to funerals. — L. ex-

sequidtis, also spelled exequidlis, 'pertaining to

funerals', fr. exsequiae, exequiae, 'funeral pro-

cession'. Sec next word and adj. sulT. -al.

exequy, n., now usually in the pi., 1) funeral rites

;

2) funeral procession. — OF. exequies, fr. L.

exsequids, also spelled exequids, ace. of ex-

sequiac, exequiae (pi.), 'funeral procession', fr.

exsequi, exequi, 'to follow to the end; to follow-

to the grave'. See execute and cp. obsequies.

exercise, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) exercice, fr.

L. exercitium, 'exercise', fr. exercere, 'to drive

(animals) out of an enclosure', whence 'to drive

on, drill, train, practice', fr. ist ex- and arcere,

'to enclose', fr. area, 'chest, box'. See ark and

MV exigency

cp. coerce. Cp. also askari, lascar and the se-

cond element in seraskier. For the change of

Latin a (in arcere) to ^ (in ex-ercere) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

exercise, tr. and intr. v. — L. exercere. See exer-

cise, n.

Derivatives: exercis-able, exercis-ed, adjs., exer-

cis-er, n.

exercitation, n. — L. exercitdtid, gen. -onis, lit. 'a

setting in motion; exercise, practice', fr. exer-

citdtus, pp. of exercitdre, 'to exercise frequently',

freq. of exercere (pp. exercitus). See exer-

cise, n., and -ation.

exergue, n., space on a coin between the bottom
of the design and the rim. — F., fr. ML. exer-

gum, lit. '(space) outside the work', a word
coined fr. Gk. s^, 'out of and Sp-yov, 'work'.

See 2nd ex- and ergon.

exert, tr. v., to put into action. — L. exsertus,

also spelled exertus, pp. oi exserere, exerere, 'to

stretch out, thrust out', fr. ist ex- and serere,

'to put in a row, join together, connect, com-
bine'. See series and cp. exsert.

Derivatives: exert-ion, n., exert-ive, adj.

exeunt, v., they go out (of the stage). — L., 3rd

pers. pi. pres. indicative of exire, 'to go out',

which is formed fr. ist ex- and Ire, 'to go'. See

itinerate and cp. exit, exeat.

exfoliate, intr. v., to come off in scales. —L.ex-

folidtus, pp. of exfolidre, 'to strip of leaves', fr.

1st ex- and folidtus, 'leaved, leafy', fr. folium,

'leaf. See folio and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

foliate.

Derivatives: exfoliat-ion, n., exfoliat-ive, adj.

exhalation, n. — L. exhdldtid, gen. -onis, 'ex-

halation, vapor', fr. exhdldtus, pp. of exhdldre.

See next word and -ation.

exhale, tr. v., to breathe out; intr. v., to emit

breath or vapor. — F. exhaler, fr. L. exhdldre,

'to breathe out', fr. ist ex- and hdldre, 'to

breathe', which prob. stands for *an-sldre, fr.

I.-E. base *an-, 'to blow, breathe'. See animus

and cp. inhale, halitus, halitosis. Cp. also anhe-

lation.

exhaust, tr. and intr. v. — L. exhauslus, pp. of

exhaurire, 'to draw out, exhaust', fr. ist ex-

and haurire, 'to draw out (water), drain, breathe',

which is prob. cogn. with Gk. (rrOp) aiJeiv, 'to

light (a fire)' (for *auCTieiv), and with ON. ausa,

'to scoop (water)', austr, 'the act of scooping',

but 01. ghdsati, 'consumes', is not cognate. Cp.
haurient, haustellum, haustorium.

Derivatives; exhaust, n., exhaust-ed, adj., ex-

haust-ed-ly, adv., exhaust-ed-ness, n., exhaust-

ible, adj., exhaust-ibl-ity, n., exhaust-ing, adj.,

exhaust-ing-ly, adv., exhaust-ion, n., exhaustive

(q.v.)

extaaastiTe, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

exhaustus, pp. of exhaurire (see prec. word);
first used by Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832).

Derivatives: exhaustive-ly, adv., exhaustive-

ness,a.

exheredate, tr. v., to disinherit.— L. exhereddtus,

pp. of exhereddre, 'to disinherit', fr. ist ex- and
hergs, gen. heredis, 'heir'. See heir and verbal

suff. -ate and cp. inherit.

exhibit, tr. and intr. v., to show, display. — L.

exhibitus, pp. of exhibere, 'to hold out, display,

exhibit', fr. ist ex- and habere, 'to have, hold'.

See habit and cp. inhibit. For the change of

Latin a (in habere) to i (in ex-hibere) see abigeat

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: exhibition (q.v.), exhibit-ive, adj.,

exhibit-ive-ly, adv., exhibitor (q.v.), exhibit-

ory, adj.

exhibition, n. — OF. exhibicion (F. exhibition),

fr. L. exhibitidnem, ace. of exhibitid, 'a holding

out', fr. exhibitus, pp. of exhibere. See prec.

word and -ion.

exhibitor, n. — Late L., 'one who holds out,

a giver', fr. L. exhibitus, pp. of exhibere. See

exhibit and agential suff. -or.

exhilarant, adj., exhilarating. — F., fr. L. ex-

hilarantem, ace. of exhilardns, pres. part, of ex-

hilardre. See next word and -ant.

exhilarate, tr. v., to cheer; to stimulate. — L. ex-

hilardtus, pp. of exhilardre, 'to gladden, make
merry, exhilarate', fr. ist ex- and hilardre, 'to

make cheerful, make merry', fr. hilaris, 'cheer-

ful, merry'. See hilarious and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: exhilarat-ed, adj., exhilarat-ing,

adj., exhilarat-ing-ly, adv., exhilaration (q.v.),

exhilarat-ive, exhilarat-ory, adjs.

exhilaration, n. — Late L. exhilardtid, gen. -onis,

'a gladdening', fr. L. exhilardtus, pp. of ex-

hilardre. See prec. word and -ion.

exhort, tr. and intr. v., to advise earnestly. —
ME. exhorten, fr. L. exhortdri, 'to exhort, en-

courage, stimulate', fr. ist ex- and hortdri, 'to

incite, encourage, urge'. See hortation £uid cp,

words there referred to.

exhortation, n. — L. exhortdtid, gen. -onis, 'en-

couraging, exhortation', fr. exhortdtus, pp. of

exhortdri. See prec. word and -ation.

exhortative, adj. — L. exhortdtivus, 'pertaining

to or containing exhortation', fr. exhortdtus,

pp. of exhortdri. See exhort and -ive and cp.

hortative.

exhortatory, adj. — Late L. exhortdldrius, 'per-

taining to exhortation', fr. L. exhortdtus, pp. of

exhortdri. See exhortation and adj. suff. -ory.

exhumation, n. — ML. exhumdtid, gen. -onis,

'unearthing', fr. exhumdtus, pp. of exhumdre.

See next word and -ation.

exhume, tr. v., to dig out of the earth, disinter. —
F. exhumer, fr. ML. exhumdre, 'to unearth', fr.

1st ex- and L. humus, 'earth'. See humus and
cp. words there referred to.

exigeant, adj., exacting, demanding. — F., pres.

part, oiexiger, 'to exact, demand', fr. L. exigere.

See extent and -ant.

exigence, n., exigency. — F. See next word and
-ce.

exigency, n., state of urgency. — ML. exigentia.
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'urgency', fr. L. exigens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -cy.

exigent, adj., requiring immediate action, ur-

gent. — L. exigens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

exigere, 'to demand, require; to weigh, meas-

ure', lit. 'to drive out or forth', fr. ist ex- and

agere, 'to set in motion, drive, lead; to do, act'.

See agent, adj., and -ent and cp. exigeant, exi-

guous, exact, examine, assay, essay.

Derivative: exigent-ly, adv.

exigible, adj., capable of being exacted. —
Formed with sufT. -ible fr. L. exigere (see prec.

word), whence also F. exigible, of s.m. See

exigent,

exiguity, n., scantiness. — L. exiguitas, 'smaU-

ness, scantiness', fr. exiguus. See next word and

-ity.

exiguous, adj., scanty. — L. exiguus, 'small,

scanty, petty', fr. exigere. See exigent and cp.

exility. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

sufT. -ous.

Derivatives: exiguous-ly, adv., exiguous-ness, n.

exilarch, n., head of the Jewish exiles in Baby-

lonia {Jewish hist.) — A hybrid coined fr. L.

exilium, 'exile', and Gk. (ipx6?, 'leader, chief,

ruler'. See next word and -arch,

exile, n., banishment. — ME., fr. OF. {= F.),

exil, fr. L. exilium, exsilium, 'banishment, exile',

fr. exul, exsul, 'a banished person, wanderer',

which is of uncertain origin. It possibly stands

for *eks-al-s and is formed fr. 1st ex- and I.-E.

base *H-, 'to wander about', whence also Gk.

aXaa&ai, 'to wander about', L. al-ucinSri, 'to

wander in mind' (see hallucinate). The spelling

exsul, exsilium is due to a confusion with L.

solum, 'soil', from which the ancients derived

exilium and exul, but with which these words

have nothing in common. Nor is there any

connection between L. exilium and exsilire, 'to

spring forth'.

exile, n., a banished person. — Fr. prec. word.

exile, tr. v., to banish. — OF. exilier (F. exiler),

fr. L. exiliare, exsilidre, fr. exilium, exsilium. See

exile, 'banishment'.

exilian, exilic, adj., pertaining to the exile of the

Jews in Babylonia. — Formed with suff. -ian,

resp. -ic, fr. L. exilium. See exile, 'banishment'.

exility, n., slendemess. — L. exilitds, 'smallness,

thinness, meagemess, slendemess', fr. exilis,

'small, thin, meager, slender', which prob.

stands for *ex-dg-slis and is rel. to exiguus,

'small, scanty, petty'. See exiguous and -ity.

eximious, adj., choice, excellent. — L. eximius,

'select, choice', lit. 'taken out', fr. eximere, 'to

take out, take away', fr. ist ex- and emere, 'to

take, buy'. See exempt, v. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: eximious-ty, adv., eximious-ness, n.

exinanite, tr. v., to make empty (obsol.) — L.

exindnitus, pp. of exinanite, 'to empty, make
empty', fr. ist ex- and indnis, 'empty'. See inane.

exinanition, n., i) the action of emptying; 2) ex-

haustion.— L. exinanitio, gen. -onis, 'an empty-

ing, exhausting', fr. exindnitus, pp. of exindnire.

See prec. word and -ion.

exist, intr. v. — F. exister, fr. L. exsistere, exis-

tere, 'to stand forth, appear, exist', fr. ist ex-

and sistere, 'to cause to stand still, to put, place;

to stand still, stand', from the reduplicated base

of stare, 'to stand'. See assist and cp. words

there referred to.

existence, n. — OF. (= F.) existence, fr. ML.
existentia, fr. L. existens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -ce.

existent, adj., existing. — L. existens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of existere. See exist and -ent.

existential, adj., pertaining to existence. — ML.
existentidlis, fr. existentia. See existence and -ial.

Derivatives: existential-ly, adv., existentialism

(q.v.)

existentialism, n., a system of philosophy based

on the tenet that everybody in general exists as

an individual. — Orig. used to translate G.

Existenzphilosophie, lit. 'philosophy of exis-

tence' ; see prec. word and -ism. The term 'exis-

tence' is used here in the special sense given to

it by the Danish philosopher S0ren Aabye

Kierkegaard (1813-55), who is the originator of

existentialism.

existentialist, n., an adherent of existentialism.

— See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: existentialist, existentialist-ic, adjs.

exit, v., he goes out (of the stage). — L., 3rd

pers. pres. indicative of exlre, 'to go out', which

is formed fr. ist ex- and ire, 'to go'. See itiner-

ate and cp. exeat, exeunt,

exit, n., a going out, departure. — L. exitus, 'a

going out, egress, departure', fr. exitus, pp. of

exire, 'to go out'. See prec. word.

ex-libris, n., a bookplate giving the name of the

owner of the book.— L. , 'from the books of . .
.',

fr. ex, 'out of, from', and abl. pi. of liber,

'book'. See ist ex- and library,

exo-, before a vowel ex-, pref. meaning 'outer,

outside'. — Gk. g^". 'outside', fr. i\, 'out of.

See 2nd ex-,

exoderm, n. — The same as exodermis.

exodermis, n., the outer layer in roots (hot.) —
ModL. exodermis, formed fr. exo- and Gk.

S£p(jia, 'skin'. See derma and cp. words there

referred to.

exodus, n., going out, departure. — L., fr. Gk.

g^oSo?, lit. 'way out', fr. £5 (see 2nd ex- and

6S6<;, 'way'. See odograph and cp. words there

referred to.

ex ofiBcio. — L., 'by virtue of an office', formed

fr. ex, 'out of, and abl. of officium, 'service;

office'. See ist ex- and office,

exogamy, n., marriage outside the tribe or clan

(anthropol.) — Lit. 'outside marriage'; com-

pounded of exo- and -gamy. Cp. endogamy.

Derivatives: exogam-ic, exogam-ous, adjs.

Exogenae, n.pl., the Dicotyledones (bot.) —
ModL., Ut. 'growing outside' (see exo- and
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-gen); so called in allusion to the annual rings

of the stem. Cp. Endogenae.

exogenous, adj., growing from outside (biol.) —
See prec. word and -genous and cp. endogenous.

exomis, n., a garment worn by the poor classes

and slaves (Greek antiq.)— Gk. i^<>>[ili;, 'a gar-

ment without sleeves or with one sleeve', lit.

'that which leaves the shoulder bare', fr. &E, (see

2nd ex-) and &\ioq, 'shoulder'. See omo-,

'shoulder-'.

exomplialos, n., umbilical hernia {med.) — Med-
ical L., fr. Gk. i^6\j.<foAoq, 'a prominent navel',

fr. i^ (see 2nd ex-) and 6n(paX6s, 'navel'. See

omphalo-.

exon, n., one of four officers commanding the

Yeomen of the Guard. — Corruption of F.

exempt, 'an underofficer', lit. 'free'. See exempt,

adj. and v.

exonerate, tr. v., to free from blame. — L. exo-

nerdtus, pp. of exonerdre, 'to unload, free from

a burden, lighten', fr. ist ex- and onerdre, 'to

load, freight, overload, oppress', fr. onus, gen.

oneris, 'load, burden, weight'. See onus and

verbal suff. -ate and cp. onerous. Derivatives:

exoneration (q.v.), exonerat-ive, adj.

exoneration, n. — Late L. exonerdtid, gen. -onis,

'an unloading, lightening', fr. L, exonerdtus,

pp. of exonerdre. See prec. word and -ion.

exophthalmic, adj., pertaining to, or affected

with, exophthalmos. — See next word and -ic

exophthalmos, exophthalmus, n. abnormal pro-

trusion of the eyeball {med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. kl,ii'f^ixK\i.oq, 'with prominent eyes', fr. K,

(see 2nd ex-) and iqpdaXixd?, 'eye'. See ophtbal-

mo- and cp. lagophtlialmos.

exorable, adj., susceptible of being moved by

entreaty. — L. exordbilis, 'easily moved by en-

treaty', fr. exdrdre, 'to move by entreaty, per-

suade', fr. I St ex- and ordre, 'to pray'. See oration

and -able and cp. inexorable.

exorbitance, exorbitancy, n.— Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

exorbitant, adj., excessive; extravagant. —• Late

L. exorbitdns, gen. -antis, lit. 'out of the track',

pres. part, of exorbitdre, 'to go out of the track,

deviate', fr. 1st ex- and orbita, 'wheel track, rut'.

See orbit and -ant. Derivative : exorbitant-ly, adv.

exorcise, exorcize, tr. v., to drive out an evil spirit

by ritual charms. — F. exorciser, fr. Late L.

exorcizdre, fr. Gk. 6|op)cl!^eiv, 'to bind by an

oath; to banish an evil spirit', fr. iZ, (see 2nd

ex-) and ipxtl^eiv, 'to make to swear', fr. 6pxoi;

(for *<j6pxo?), 'an oath', Ut. 'a Umitation, bind-

ing, obligation', in gradational relationship to

epxo? (for *(j£pxo?), 'enclosure, hedge, fence',

and prob. cogn. with L. sarcire, 'to patch,

mend'. See sartorial and -ise, ize.

exorcism, n. — Late L. exorcismus, fr. Gk. iifif-

Kvi\j.6<i, 'binding by an oath; banishment of an

evil spirit', fr. I^opxi^eiv. See prec. word and

-ism.

exorcist, n. — Late L. exorcista, fr. Gk. 4§op-

xiCT-rii?, 'exorcist', fr. k^o^ivZ,ztM. See exorcise and

-ist.

exordium, n., beginning. — L. exordium, 'begin-

ning of a web, beginning of a speech, beginning

(in general)' fr. exordiri, 'to lay the warp, begin

a web, begin', fr. ist ex- and drdiri, 'to lay a

warp, begin', which is rel. to drdd, 'a straight

row, order'. See order and cp. ornament.

exoskeleton, n., the skeleton of invertebrates in

contradistinction to the skeleton of vertebrates

{zool.) — Compounded of exo- and skeleton.

The term exoskeleton was introduced into science

by the English anatomist Sir Richard Owen
(1804-92). Cp. endoskeleton, splanchnoskeleton.

Derivative: exoskelet-al, adj.

exosmosis, also exosmose, n., outward osmosis.

— Compounded of 3rd ex- and osmosis. Cp.

endosmosis.

exosmotic, adj. — See prec. word and -otic.

exospliere, n., the outermost part of the earth's

atmosphere.— Compounded of exo- and sphere.

exostosis, n., a bony outgrowth from the surface

of a bone {med) — Medical L., fr. Gk. £^60-

TtoCTii;, lit. 'bone increase from without', fr. S^w

(see exo-) and -doroai? (see -ostosis). Cp. en-

dostosis.

exoteric, also exoterical, adj., external. — Late

L. exdtericus, fr. Gk. 45"'TEpix6(;, 'external', fr.

I^Mf^pw, 'more outward', compar. of lZ,<ii, 'out-

side'. See exo- and cp. esoteric. For the etymol.

of the compar. suff. -tero see -ther and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: exoterical-ly, adv., exoteric-ism, n.

exothecium, n., the outer covering of an anther

{bot.) — ModL., lit. 'outer case', fr. exo- and

Gk. •&7JX7), 'case'. See theca and cp. endothecium.

exotic, adj., foreign. — L. exdticus, fr. Gk. kZ,(ii-

Tix6(;, 'foreign, exotic', lit. 'from the outside',

fr. 15", 'outside'. See exo- and -ic.

Derivatives: exotic-al-ly, adv., exotic-ness, n.

expand, tr. and intr. v., to spread out. — L. ex-

pandere, 'to spread out, unfold, expand', fr.

1st ex- and pandere, 'to spread out, extend',

which is rel. to L. patere, 'to be open', patulus,

'extended'. See fathom and cp. expanse, ex-

pansion, spandrel, spawn. Derivatives: expand-

ed, adj., expand-ed-ly, adv., expand-ed-ness, n.,

expand-er, n., expand-ing-ly, adv.

expanse, n., an extended space. — L. expdnsum,

neut. pp. of expandere, 'to spread out', used as

a noun. See prec. word.

expansible, adj. — Formed with suff. -ible fr. L.

expdnsus, pp. of expandere. See expand.

Derivatives: expans-ibil-ity, n., expans-ible-

ness, n., expans-ibl-y, adv.

expansile, adj. — Formed with suff. -ile fr. L.

expdnsus, pp. of expandere. See expand.

expansion, n. — Late L. expdnsio, gen. -onis, 'a

spreading out, expansion', fr. L. expdnsus, pp.

of expandere. See expand and -ion. Derivatives:

expansion-al, expansion-ary, adjs., expansion-

ism, n., expansion-ist, n., expansion-ist-ic, adj.
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expansive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

expansus, pp. of expandere. See expand.

Derivatives: expansive-ly, adv., expansive-ness,

n., expansiv-ity, n.

ex parte, from one side only.— L., formed fr. ex,

'out of, and abl. ofpars, 'part'. See ist ex- and
part, n.

expatiate, intr. v., to speak or write at length. —
L. exspatidtus, expalidtus, pp. of exspatidri,

expatidrl, 'to spread out, extend ; to digress, ex-

patiate', fr. I st ex- and spatidri, 'to spread out ; to

walk about, go along' (whence also It. spaziare,

'to walk about'), fr. spatium, 'space, room'. See

space and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: expatiat-ion, n., expatiat-ory, adj.

expatriate, intr. v., to exile. — ML. expatridtus,

pp. of expatridre, 'to expel from one's native

land', formed fr. istex-and L.patria, 'father-

land, native land', fr. pater, gen. patris, 'father'.

See father and cp. pater. For the ending see

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: expatriat-ion, n.

expatriate, adj., exiled; n., an exile. — ML. ex-

patridtus. See expatriate, v.

expect, tr. and intr. v.— L. exspectdre, expectdre,

'to look out for, await; to desire, hope', fr. ist

ex- and spectdre, freq. of specere, spicere, 'to

look at attentively, get sight of. See species and

cp. aspect and words there referred to.

expectance, expectancy, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

expectant, adj., expecting. — F., fr. L. exspec-

tantem, expectantem, ace. of exspectdns, ex-

pectdns, pres. part, of exspectdre, expectdre. See

expect and -ant.

expectation, n. — L. exspectdtio, expectdlio, gen.

-onis, 'an awaiting, expectation', fr. exspec-

tdtus, expectdtus, pp. of exspectdre, expectdre.

See expect and -ation.

expectative, adj. — ML. expectdtivus, fr. L. ex-

spectdtus, expectdtus, pp. of exspectdre, ex-

pectdre. See expect and -ive.

expectorant, adj., causing expectoration; n., an

expectorant medicine. — L. expectordns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of expectordre. See next word
and -ant.

expectorate, tr. and intr. v., to spit up, spit. —
L. expectordtus, pp. of expectordre, 'to drive

from the breast', fr. ist ex- and pectus, gen.

pectoris, 'breast, chest'. See pectoral and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative: expectorat-ion, n.

expedience, n. — F. expedience. See expedient

and -ce.

expediency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

expedient, adj., suitable; convenient. — OF.
(F. expedient), fr. L. expedientem, ace. of ex-

pediens, pres. part, of expedire, lit. 'to free the

feet from fetters', hence 'to extricate, disen-

gage, set free; to make ready*, fr. ex, 'out of
(see 1st ex-), and *pedis, 'fetter', prop, 'chain
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for the feet', which is rel. to pedica, 'shackle,

fetter', compes, 'fetter', and cogn. with Gk.
7t£87), 'fetter', fr. I.-E. *pld-, *p6d-, 'foot'. See

foot and cp. fetter. Cp. also pedal, impede,

impeach.

Derivatives: expedient, n., expedient-ial, adj.,

expedient-ial-ly, adv., expedient-ist, n., ex-

pedient-ly, adv.

expedite, tr. v., to speed up. — L. expeditus, pp.

of expedire. See prec. word.

Derivative: expedit-er, n.

expedite, adj., i) unimpeded, free; 2) prompt. —
L. expeditus, pp. of expedire. See expedient.

Derivatives: expedite-ly, adv., expedite-ness, n.

expedition, n. — F. expedition, fr. L. expeditio-

nem, ace. of expedltio, 'an enterprise against the

enemy', fr. expeditus, pp. of expedire. See ex-

pedient and -ion.

Derivatives: expedition-ary, adj., expedition-

ist, n.

expeditious, adj., speedy, prompt. — Formed fr.

L. expeditus 'disengaged, ready, prompt', pp. of

expedire. See expedient and -ious.

Derivatives.: expeditious-ly, adv., expeditious-

ness, n.

expel, tr. v. — L. expellere, 'to drive out or

away', fr. ist ex- and pellere, 'to push, drive,

strike'. See pulse, 'throb', and cp. compel and

words there referred to. Cp. also expulsion.

expellant, expellent, adj., serving to expel; n., an

expelling medicine. — L. expellens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of expellere. See prec. word and

-ant, resp. -ent.

expend, tr. and intr. v. — L. expendere, 'to weigh

out money, pay down', fr. ist ex- and pendere,

'to cause to hang down, suspend; to weigh'.

See pendant and cp. expense. Cp. also spend,

which is a doublet of expend.

expenditure, n. — Coined by the British states-

man Edmund Burke (1729-97) from prec. word

and suff. -ure.

expense, n. — ME., fr. AF., fr. L. expensa, fern,

pp. oi expendere, used as a noun. See expend and

cp. speiss, which is a doublet of expense.

expensive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

expensus, pp. of expendere. See expend.

Derivatives : expensive-ly, adv., expensive-ness, n.

experience, n. — F. experience, fr. L. experientia,

'trial, proof, experiment, experience', fr. ex-

periens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of experiri, 'to

try, prove, test', fr. ist ex- and the base of

peritus, 'experienced', which is rel. to periculum,

'trial, experiment, risk, danger'. See peril and

cp. words there referred to. For the ending see

suff. -ence.

Derivatives: experience, v., experienc-ed, adj.,

experienc-er, n.

experiential, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. L. experientia. See prec. word.

Derivatives: experiential-ism, n., experienlial-

ist, n., experienttal-ly, adv.

experiment, n.— OF., fr. L. experimentum, 'trial.
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proof, test', fr. experiri. See experience and

-ment.

Derivatives; experiment, intr. v., experiment-al,

adj., experiment-al-ism, experiment-al-ist, n.,

experiment-al-ize, intr. v., experiment-al-ly, adv.

experiment-ation, n., experiment-ative, adj., ex-

periment-ed, adj., experiment-ee, n., experiment-

er, n., experiment-ize, intr. v.

expert, n. — F. expert, n., fr. OF. expert, adj.

See prec. word.

expiable, adj. — F., fr. expier, fr. L. expidre.

See expiate and -able,

expiate, tr. v., to atone for. — L. expidtus, pp. of

expidre, 'to make amends or atonement for', fr.

1st ex- and pidre, 'to appease by sacrifice, atone

for', fr. pius, 'devout, reighteous'. See pious and

verbal suff. -ate.

expiation, n. — L. e.xpidtid, gen. -onis, 'satisfact-

ion, atonement, expiation', fr. expidtus, pp. of

expidre. See prec. word and -ion.

expiatory, adj. — Late L. expidtorius, fr. L. ex-

pidtus, pp. of expidre. See expiate and adj.

suff. -ory.

expiration, n. — L. exspirdtio, expirdtio, gen.

-onis, fr. exspirdtus, expirdtus, pp. of exspirdre,

expirdre. See expire and -ation.

expiratory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. L. exspirdtus, expirdtus, pp. of exspirdre,

expirdre. See next word.

expire, intr. and tr. v. — F. expirer, fr. L. ex-

spirdre, expirdre, 'to blow out, breathe out,

exhale, breathe one's last, die', fr. ist ex- and

spirdre, 'to breathe'. See spirit and cp. aspire

and words there referred to.

Derivatives; expir-er, n., expir-ing, adj., expir-

ing-ly, adv., expir-y, n.

explain, tr. and intr. v. — L. expldndre, 'to make
plain', fr. planus, 'plain'. See plain, adj., and cp.

next word. Cp. also esplanade.

Derivatives: explain-ahle, adj., explain-er, n.,

explain-ing-ly, adv.

explanation, n. — L. expldndtid, gen. -onis, 'a

making plain', fr. expldndtus, pp. of expldndre.

See prec. word and -ation.

explanative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

expldndtus, pp. of expldndre. See explain,

explanatory, adj. — Late L. expldndtdrius, fr L.

expldndtus, pp. of expldndre. See explain and

adj. suff. -ory.

Derivatives: explanatori-ly, adv., explanatori-

ness, n.

expletive, adj. — Late L. expletivus, 'serving to

fill out', fr. L. expletus, pp. of explere, 'to fill

out', fr. 1st ex- and plere, 'to fiU'. See plenum

and -ive.

Derivatives: expletive, n., expletive-ly, adv., ex-

pletive-ttess, n.

explicable, adj. — L. explicdbilis, 'that may be

explained', fr. explicdre. See next word and

-aUe.

explicate, tr. v. — L. explicdius, pp. ot explicdre,

'to unfold, uncoil, unroll, unfurl, spread out,

explain, expound', fr. ist ex- and plicdre, 'to

fold'. See ply, 'to bend', and cp. explicit.

explication, n.— L. explicdtid, gen. -onis, 'an un-

folding, expounding, exposition, explanation',

fr. explicdtus, pp. of explicdre. See prec. word
and -ion.

explicative, adj. — L. explicdtivus, 'pertaining to

an exposition', fr. explicdtus, pp. of explicdre.

See explicate and -ive.

Derivative: explicative-ly, adv.

explicator, n. — L. explicdtor, 'an expounder,

explainer', fr. L. explicdtus, pp. of explicdre.

See explicate and agential suff. -or.

Derivative: explicator-y, adj.

explicit, v., here ends. — Prob. abbreviation

of L. explicitus est {liber), '(the book or roll) has

been unrolled'. See explicit, adj.

explicit, adj. — F. explicite, fr. L. explicitus, a

var. oi explicdtus, pp. of explicdre. See explicate

and cp. exploit.

Derivatives: explicit, tr. v., explicit-ly, adv., ex-

plicit-ness, n.

explode, intr. and tr. v. — L. explaudere, ex-

plddere, 'to drive off (the stage) by clapping',

fr. 1st ex- and plaudere, 'to clap the hands'. See

plaudit and cp. explosive, implode, implosion.

Cp. also applaud. The change of the Latin

diphthong au to o is due to dialectal influence;

cp. suffocate.

exploit, n. — ME. espleit, esploit, 'success', fr.

OF. espleit, esploit (F. exploit), fr. L. explicitum,

neut. of explicitus, used as a noun. See ex-

plicit, adj.

exploit, tr. v. — F. exploiter, fr. OF. espleitier,

esploitier, 'to exploit', fr. L. explicitus. See ex-

ploit, n.

Derivatives: exploit-able, adj., exploit-age, n.,

exploit-ative, adj., exploit-er, n., exploit-ure, n.

exploitation, n. — F., fr. exploiter, 'to exploit', fr.

exploit, 'exploit', fr. L. explicitum, neut. pp. of

explicdre. See exploit, n., and -ation.

exploration, n. — L. explordtio, gen. -onis, 'ex-

amination, exploration', fr. explordtus, pp. of

explordre. See next word and -ation.

Derivative: exploration-al, adj.

explore, tr. and intr. v. — F. explorer, fr. L. ex-

plordre, 'to search out, examine, explore". Ex-

plordre was orig. a hunting term, which meant

'to shout out (the game)', i.e. 'to elicit the game
through the shouts of the beaters and the cries

of the dogs'. The verb explordre is formed fr.

1st ex- and ptdrdre, 'to cry out, wail, lament',

which is of imitative origin. Cp. deplore, implore.

Derivatives: explor-er, n., explor-ing, adj., ex-

plor-ing-ly, adv.

explosible, adj. — Formed with suff. -ibie fr. L,

explosus, pp. of explddere. See explode.

Derivative: explos-ibil-ity, n.

explosion, n. — L. explosid, gen. -onis, 'a driving

away by clapping', fr. explosus, pp. of expld-

dere. See explode and -hm.

explosbe, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.



exponent

explosus, pp. of explodere. See explode and -ive.

Derivatives: explosive, n., explosive-ly, adv., ex-

plosive-ness, n.

exponent, adj. and n. — L. exponens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of exponere, 'to set out, expose, ex-

hibit, explain', fr. ist ex- and ponere, 'to put,

place'. See position and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

exponential, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. L. exponens, gen. -entis. See prec. word.

export, tr. v. — L. exportdre, 'to carry out', fr.

I St ex- and portdre, 'to bear, carry, convey'. See

port, 'to carry'.

Derivatives: export, n., export-er, n.

exportation, n. — F., fr. L. exportdtidnem, ace.

of exportdtid, 'a carrying out, exportation', fr.

exportdtus, pp. of exportdre. See prec. word,

and -ation.

expose, tr. v. — F. exposer, fr. ist ex- and poser,

'to put, place'. See pose, 'to place', and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also expose.

Derivatives: expos-al, n., expos-ed, adj., expos-

ed-ness, n.

expose, n., exposure. — F., prop. pp. oi exposer,

used as a noun. See prec. word.

exposition, n. — F., fr. L. expositionem, ace. of

expositid, 'a setting or showing forth', fr. ex-

positus, pp. of exponere. See exponent and -ion.

expositive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

expositus, pp. of exponere. See exponent.

Derivative : expositive-ly, adv.

expositor, n. — Late L., 'expounder', fr. L. ex-

positus, pp. of exponere. See exponent and
agential suff. -or.

expository, adj. — ML. expositdrius, fr. L. ex-

positus, pp. of exponere. See exponent and adj.

suff. -ory.

ex post facto, retrospectively. — L., lit. 'from

that which is done afterward'. See ist ex-, post-

and fact.

expostulate, intr. v., to remonstrate. — L. ex-

posluldlus, pp. of expostuldre, 'to demand vehe-

mently', fr. 1st ex- and postuldre, 'to demand'.

See postulate.

Derivatives: expostulat-ing, adj., expostulat-ing-

ly, adv., expostulation (q.v.), expostulat-ive, adj.,

expostulal-ive-ly, adv., expostulat-or, n., ex-

postulat-ory, adv.

expostulation, n. — L. expostuldtid, gen. -dnis, fr.

expostuldtus, pp. of expostuldre. See prec. word
and -ion.

exposure, n. — Formed fr. expose with sufF. -ure,

on analogy of enclosure (fr. enclose) and other

nouns in -ure.

expound, tr. and intr. v. — ME. expoune{n), ex-

pounde(n), fr. OF. espondre, fr. L. exponere; see

exponent. The current ME. form was expoune,

corresponding to the finite forms of the OF.
verb (cp. e.g. 3rd pers. pi. esponent). However,
beside expoune, the form expounde, derived

from the inf., also appears quite early. Finally

expounde prevailed, whence the English form
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expound. On the analogy of expound, fr. L. ex-

pdnere, ME. compoune, compone (fr. L. com-
pdnere) became E. compound, and ME. propone

(fr. L. propdnere) became E. propound. Cp. F.

pondre, 'to lay eggs', fr. L. pdnere, 'to lay'.

express, adj. — OF. expres (F. exprds), fr. L. ex-

pressus, pp. of exprimere, 'to press or squeeze

out, imitate, copy, describe, express', fr. ist

ex- and premere, 'to press'. See press, v., and
cp. espressivo.

Derivatives : express, n., express-ly, adv.

express, adv. — OF. expres (F. expris), fr. L.

expresse, 'expressly', adv. of expressus; see ex-

press, adj.

express, tr. v,— ME. espressen, fr. OF. espresser,

expresser (F. exprimer), fr. L. ex (see ist ex-)

and pressure, freq. of premere, 'to press' ; see

press, v.

Derivatives: express-er, n., express-ible, adj.,

expression (q.v.), express-ive, adj., express-ive-

ly, adv., express-ive-ness, n.

expression, n.— F. , fr. L. expressidnem, ace. of ex-

pressid, 'a pressing or squeezing out; an ex-

pression', fr. expressus, pp. of exprimere. See

express, adj., and -ion.

Derivatives: expression-al, adj., the hybrid

words expression-ism, n., expression-ist, n., and
expression-ist-ic, adj.

exprolirate, tr. v., to censure. — L. exprobrdtus,

pp. of exprobrdre, 'to make a matter of reproach,

accuse of something disgraceful, upbraid', fr.

1st ex- and probrum, 'a shameful act'. See op-

probrium.

exprobration, n., censure. — L. exprobrdtid, gen.

-dnis, fr. exprobrdtus, pp. of exprobrdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

expropriate, tr. v. — ML. expropridtus, pp. of

expropridre, 'to deprive of one's own' (whence

F. exproprier), fr. 1st ex- and L.proprius, 'one's

own'. See proper and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

appropriate.

Derivatives: expropriat-ion, n., expropriat-or, n.

expugn, tr. v., to take by storm. — OF. expugner,

fr. L. expHgndre, 'to take by storm', fr. ist ex-

and pOgndre, 'to fight', fr. pdgna, 'fight'. See

pugnacious and cp. impugn, oppugn, repugnant.

expugnable, adj. — OF., fr. L. expugndbilis, 'that

may be taken by storm', fr. expugndre. See prec.

word and -able.

expulsion, n. — L. expulsid, 'a driving out', fr. ex-

pulsus, pp. of expellere, 'to drive out'. See ex-

pel and -ion.

expulsive, adj. — F. expulsif {fern, expulsive), fr.

ML. expulslvus, fr. L. expulsus, pp. of expellere.

See expel and -ive.

expunction, n., obliteration. — Late L. expunctid,

gen. -dnis, fr. L. expunctus, pp. of expungere.

See next word and -ion.

expunge, tr. v., to obliterate. — L. expungere, 'to

prick out, blot out, erase (by putting dots above

or below)', fr. ist ex- and pungere, 'to prick,

puncture'. See pungent and cp. point.
I
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expurgate, tr. v., to remove obscene passages

(from a book, etc.) — L. expurgdtus, pp. of ex-

purgdre, 'to purge out, cleanse, purify', fr. ist

ex- and purgdre, 'to cleanse, purify'. See purge

and verbal suff. -ate and cp. spurge.

Derivatives: expurgation (q.v.), expurgat-ive,

adj., expurgat-or, n., expurgat-ory, adj., ex-

purgat-ori-al, adj.

expurgation, n. — L. expurgdtid, gen. -dnis, fr.

expurgdtus, pp. of expurgdre. See expurge and

-ation.

exquisite, adj., excellent.— L. exquisitus, 'choice,

excellent, exquisite', prop. pp. of exqulrere, 'to

search out thoroughly', fr. ist ex- and quaerere,

'to search for'. See query and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: exquisite-ly, adv., exquisite-ness, n.

exsanguinate, tr. v., to render bloodless (med.)—
L. exsanguindtus, 'bloodless', fr. ist ex- and

sanguis, gen. sanguinis, 'blood'. See sanguine.

Derivative: exsanguinat-ion, n.

exsanguine, adj., bloodless. — Formed fr. ist ex-

and sanguine. Cp. L. exsanguis, 'bloodless'.

exscind, tr. v., to cut out, extirpate. — L. ex-

scindere, 'to tear out, extirpate', fr. ist ex- and

scindere, 'to cut, split, cleave'. See scissile.

exsiccate, tr. v., to dry up. — L. exsiccdtus, pp.

of exsiccdre, 'to dry up', fr. ist ex- and siccdre,

'to make dry, drain', fr. siccus, 'dry'. See sic-

cative and cp. desiccate.

Derivatives: exsiccat-ion, n., exsiccat-ive, adj.,

exsiccat-or, n.

exsert, to thrust out (60/.) — Modem formation

fr. L. exsertus, pp. of exserere, 'to stretch out'.

See exert.

Derivatives: exsert-ed, adj., exsert-ion, n.

exstipulate, adj., without stipules {bot^ — See

1st ex- and stipulate, adj.

exsuccous, adj., dry. — L. exsuccus, 'sapless', fr.

1st ex- and succus, 'sap, juice'. See succulent.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see suff.

-ous.

extant, adj., existing. — L. exstdns, extdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of exstdre, extdre, 'to be ex-

tant, exist, be', lit. 'to stand out', fr. ist ex- and

stdre, 'to stand'. See state and -ant.

extasy, n. — See ecstasy.

extemporal, adj., extemporaneous. — L. ex-

tempordlis, 'extemporary, extemporaneous. See

extempore and adj. suff. -al.

extemporaneous, adj., unpremeditated; offhand.

— ML. extempordneus, fr. L. ex tempore. See

extempore and -aneous.

Derivatives: extemporaneous-ly, adv., extemp-

oraneous-ness, n.

extemporary, adj., extemporaneous. — See ex-

tempore and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: extemporari-ly, adv., extemporari-

ness, n.

extempore, adv., without preparation. — L. ex

tempore, 'at the moment', lit. 'out of the time',

fr. ex, 'out of, from', and abl. of tempus, 'time'.

See ex and temporal, pertaining to time'.

Derivative: extempore, adj.

extemporize, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. L.

ex tempore (see prec. word) and suff. -ize.

'Denvai\vt&: extemporiz-ation, n., extemporiz-er,

n.

extend, tr. and intr. v. — ME. extenden, fr. L.

extendere, 'to stretch out', fr. ist ex- and ten-

dere, 'to stretch'. See tend, 'to move in a certain

direction', and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also standard.

Derivatives: extend-ed, adj., extend-ed-ly, adv.,

extend-ed-ness, n., extend-er, n.

extensible, adj. — Formed with sufF. -ible fr. L.

extensus, a collateral form of extentus, pp. of

extendere. See extend.

Derivatives: extens-ibil-ity, n., extens-ible-

ness, n.

extension, n. — L. extensid, gen. -dnis, 'a stretch-

ing out, extension', fr. extensus, a collateral form

oiextentus, pp. oi extendere. See extend and -ion.

Derivative: extension-al, adj.

extensive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

extensus, a collateral form of ixtentus, pp. of

extendere. See extend. /

Derivatives: extensive-ly, adv., extensive-ness,n.

extensometer, n., an instrument for measuring

minute degrees of deformation caused by ten-

sion, twisting, etc. — The word orig. denoted

an instrument for measuring extension. It is

a hybrid coined fr. L. extensus (see extension)

and Gk. \drpo^, 'measure' (see meter, 'poetical

rhythm').

extensor, n., a muscle serving to stretch out a

limb or part of it, contrasted with^xor {anat.)

— Medical L., short for musculus extensor, fr.

Late L. extensor, 'stretcher', fr. L. extensus. See

extension and agential suff. -or.

extent, n. — ME. extente, fr. AF. extente, cor-

responding to OF. estente, fr. Late L. externa,

fem. pp. of exren^ere, 'to stretch out'. See extend.

extenuate, tr. v., i) orig. to make thin; hence

2) to diminish, lessen (a fault). — L. extenudtus,

pp. of extenudre, 'to make thin, diminish, les-

sen', fr. 1st ex- and tenuis, 'thin'. See tenuis,

thin and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives : extenuat-ing, ad}.,extenuation(q.v.),

extenuatory (q.v.)

extenuation, n. — L. extenudlid, gen. -dnis, 'a

thinning out, lessening, diminution', fr. extenud-

tus, pp. of extenOare. See prec. word and -ion.

extenuatory, adj. — L. extenudldrius, 'extenuat-

ing', fr. extenudtus, pp. of extenudre. See ex-

tenuate and adj. suff. -ory.

exterior, adj. — L., compar. of exter, exterus,

'on the outside, outward, external, foreign,

strange', which itself is compar. of ex, 'out

of, from'. See ist ex- and cp. extra. Cp. also

external, extraneous, extreme, extremity, ex-

trinsic, stranger. For the compar. suff. -terus see

-ther and cp. words there referred to. For the

compar. suff. -ior see -ior.



exterminable

Derivatives: exterior, n., exterior-ity, n., ex-
terior-ize, tr. v., exterior-ly, adv., extenor-ness,a.

exterminable, adj. — Late L. exterminabilis, 'that

may be destroyed', fr. L. exterminare. See next
word and -able,

exterminate, tr. v. — L. extermindtus, pp. of ex-

terminare, 'to drive beyond the boundaries',

whence 'to drive away, destroy', formed fr. ist

ex- and termindre, 'to limit', fr. terminus, 'boun-
dary, limit'. See term and verbal suff, -ate and
cp. terminate.

Derivatives: extermination (q.v.), exterminat-

ive, adj., exterminator (q.v.), exterminat-ory, adj.

extermination, n. — Late L. extermindtio, gen.

-onis, 'destruction', fr, L. extermindtus, pp. of
exterminare. See prec. word and -ion.

exterminator, n. — Late L., fr. L. extermindtus,

pp. of exterminare. See exterminate and agential

suff. -or.

extern, adj., external. — F. externe, fr. L. exter-

nus, 'outward, external', fr. exterus. See ex-

terior and cp. external. Cp. also intern.

extern, n., a day scholar. — F. externe, n., fr.

extern, adj. See prec. word.
external, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

externus. See extern.

Derivatives: external, n., external-ity, n., exter-

nal-ly, adv., external-ism, n., external-ist, n., ex-

ternal-ist-ic, adj., external-ize, tr. v., external-iz-

ation, n.

exterritorial, adj. — Formed fr. ist ex- and terri-

torial. Cp. extraterritorial.

Derivatives: exterritorial-ity, n., exterritorial-

ly, adv.

extinct, adj., i) extinguished; 2) no longer exist-

ing. — L. exstinctus, extinctus, pp. of exstingu-

ere, extinguere. See extinguish.

Derivatives: extinction (q.v.), extinct-ive, adj.

extinction, n. — L. exstinctio, extinctid, fr. ex-

stinctus, extinctus, pp. oi exstinguere, extinguere.

See next word and -ion.

extinguish, tr. v. — L. exstinguere, extinguere,

*to put out (fire), quench, extinguish', fr. ist ex-

and I.-E. *steig-, 'to prick, stick, pierce', whence
also L. Instinguere, 'to incite, impel', Instigdre,

'to goad'. See stick, v., and cp. words there

referred to. For the use of the suff. -ish in ex-

tinguish see distinguish.

Derivatives: extinguish-able, adj., extinguish-ed,

adj., extinguish-er, n., extinguish-ment, n.

extirpate, tr. v., to destroy completely. — L. ex-

stirpdtus, extirpdtus, pp. of exstirpdre, extirpdre,

'to pluck out by the stem or root', fr. stirps,

gen. stirpis, 'stock, stem, root, scion'. See stirps

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: extirpation (q.v.), extirpat-ive, adj.,

extirpator (q.v.)

extirpation, n. — L. exstirpdtio, extirpdtid, gen.

-onis, lit. 'an uprooting', fr. exstirpdtus, extir-

pdtus, pp. of exstirpdre, extirpdre. See prec.
word and -ion.

extirpator, n. — L. exstirpdtor, extirpator, 'up-
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rooter', fr. exstirpdtus, extirpdtus. See extirpate

and agential suff. -or.

extol, extoll, tr. v., to praise. — L. extollere, 'to

place on high, raise, elevate, exalt', fr. ist ex-

and tolld, tollere, 'to lift up, raise', which stands

for *//«o, fr. L-E. •»/-, zero degree of base *tel-,

*tol-, 'to bear, carry', whence L. tolerdre, 'to

bear, support*. See tolerate.

extort, tr. v., to get by threats, force, etc. — L.

extortus, pp. of extorquere, 'to twist out, wrench
out, extort', fr. 1st ex- and torquere, 'to twist,

wind'. See torque and cp. contort, distort, retort.

Derivatives: extort-er, n., extortion (q.v.), ex-

tortive (q.v.)

extortion, n. — L. extortio, gen. -onis, 'a twisting

out, extortion', fr. extortus, pp. of extorquere.

See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: extortion-ary, extortion-ate, adjs.,

extortion-er, n.

extortive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

extortus, pp. of extorquere. See extort.

extra, adv. — L. extrd, adv., on the outside,

without, except', for *exterd (short for exterd

parte, 'on the outside'), abl. sing, oiextera, fem.

of exterus, 'on the outside, outward, external',

whence the compar, exterior, 'outer, exterior'

(see exterior); rel. to Umbr. ap-ehtre, 'from
without', and cogn. with Olr. echtar, W. eithr,

'on the outside, without', Olr. s-echtair, an-

echtair, 'from without'.

Derivative: extra, n.

extra-, pref — Fr. extra, adv.

extracanonical, adj., not included in the canon-
ical books. — Formed fr. extra- and canonical.

extracranial, adj., outside of the skull.— Formed
fr. extra- and cranial.

extract, tr. v. — L. extractus, pp. of extrahere,

'to draw out', fr. ist ex- and trahere, 'to draw'.

See tract, v., and cp. the verb abstract and words
there referred to.

Derivatives: extract, n. (q.v.), extract-able, adj.,

extraction (q.v.), extract-ive, adj., extract-or, n.

extract, n. — L. extractum, neut. of extractus,

pp. of extrahere, 'to draw out'; see extract, v.

As a legal term, E. extract represents L. extrac-

ta, the fem. of extractus (see above). Cp.
estreat.

extraction, n. — F., fr. ML. extractionem, ace. of
extractid, 'the act of extracting', fr. L. extractus,

pp. of extrahere. See extract, v., and -ion.

extradite, tr. v. — Back formation fr. extra-

dition.

extradition, n. — F., fr. L. ex, 'out of, and
trdditio, gen. -onis, 'a delivering up, surrender'.

See 1st ex- and tradition.

extiados, n., the exterior surface of an arch

{archit.) — F., a hybrid coined by the French
dramatist and journalist Thomas Comeille

(1625-1709) in 1694 fr. extra and F. dos, 'back',

fr. L. dorsum. See dorsal and cp. intrados.

extramundane, adj., beyond the material world.
— Formed fr. extra- and 1

I

I

567

extramural, adj., outside the walls. — Formed

fr. extra- and mural.

extraneous, adj., external, foreign.

—

L.extrdneus,

'external, strange'. See extra- and cp. strange.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: extraneous-ly, adv., extraneous-

ness, n.

extraordinary, adj. — L. extrddrdindrius, 'out of

the common order, extraordinary', fr. extrd dr-

dinem, 'outside the (common) order', fr. extrd

(see extra) and drdinem, ace. of drdd, 'order'.

See ordinary.

Derivatives: extraordinari-ly, adv., extraordi-

nari-ness, n.

extraterritorial, adj., exterritorial. — Formed fr.

extra- and territorial. Cp. exterritorial.

Derivative : extraterritorial-ity, n.

extravagance, extravagancy, n. — F. extra-

vagance, fr. extravagant. See next word and -ce,

resp. -cy, and cp. extravaganza,

extravagant, adj., prodigal, wasteful., n., an

extravagant person. — F., fr. ML. extrdvagan-

tem, ace. of extrdvagdns, pres. part, of extrd-

vagdrl, 'to wander outside (the limits)', fr.

extra- and L. vagdri, 'to wander, ramble, roam

about'. See vagary and -ant.

Derivatives : extravagance (q.v.), extravagant-ly,

adv., extravagant-ness, n.

extravaganza, n., a fantastic musical or non-

musical composition. — It. estravaganza, stra-

vaganza, lit. 'extravagance', fr. estravagante,

stravagante, 'extravagant', fr. ML. extrdvagan-

tem (see prec. word); influenced in form by

extravagance (q.v.)

extravagate, intr. v., to rove. — ML. extrd-

vagdtus, pp. oiextrdvagdri. See extravagant and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: extravagat-ion, n. (obsol.)

extravasate, tr. v., to force out of the proper ves-

sels, as blood; intr. v., to ooze out into sur-

rounding tissues, as blood {pathol.) — Formed

fr. extra- and L. vds, 'vessel'. See vase and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative : extravasat-ion, n.

extreme, adj.— OF. (F. extreme), fr. L. extremus,

'outermost, utmost, extreme', superl. of exter,

exterus, 'on the outside, outward, external,

foreign, strange'. See exterior.

Derivatives: extreme, n., extreme-ly, adv., ex-

treme-ness, n., extrem-ism, n., extrem-ist, n.

extremity, n. — OF. extremite (F. extremite), fr.

L. extremitdtem, ace. of extremitds, 'the end of

a thing', fr. extremus. See extreme and -ity. In

the sense of 'hands or feet', L. extremitds was

first used by the translator Gerard of Cremona

(died in 11 87).

extricabk, adj. — See next word and -able.

extricate, tr. v. — L. extrtcdtus, pp. of extrlcdre,

'to disentangle, extricate', formed fr. ist ex- and

trlcae (pi.), 'trifles, stuff; perplexities, vnles,

tricks', which is of uncertain origin. It meant

pcrh. orig. 'twisted ways', and derives fr. I.-E.

exuDeranee

base *treik-, 'to turn, twist', which is rel. to

base *tereq-, of s.m., whence torquere, 'to turn,

twist'. See torque and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

trica, intricate.

Derivative: extricat-ion, n.

extruisic, adj., external. — F. extrinsique, fr. L.

extrlnsecus, 'from without, from abroad',

formed fr. exter, 'outer', and secus, 'beside, by,

along'. For the first element see extra-, exterior.

L. secus orig. meant 'following' ; and is rel. to

sequl, 'to follow'. See sequel and cp. second.

Cp. also intrinsic.

Derivatives: extrinsic-al, adj., extrinsical-ity, n.,

extrinsical-ness, n., extrinsical-ly, adv.

extro-, pref. formed fr. extra-, on the analogy

of the pref. intra-.

extrorse, adj., turned outward (bot.) — F., fr.

Late L. extrdrsus, 'in an outward direction',

contraction of extrd, 'on the outside', and ver-

sus, 'turned', pp. of vertere, 'to turn'. See extra-

and version and cp. introrse, retrorse, intro-

verse, prose.

Derivative: extrorse-ly, adv.

extroversion, n., i) the condition of being turned

inside out {med.); 2) also extraversion, interest

directed to external things; the opposite of in-

troversion (psychol.) — Formed fr. extro- (resp.

extra-) and version,

extroversive, also extraversive, adj., pertaining or

tending to extroversion ; the opposite of intro-

versive {psychol.) — Formed with suff. -ive fr.

extro- (resp. extra-) and L. versus, pp. of ver-

tere, 'to turn'. See version,

extrovert, tr. v., i) to turn outward; 2) also

extravert; intr. v., to turn one's interest toward

external things; the opposite of introvert

{psychol.) — Formed fr. extro- (resp. extra-)

and L. vertere, 'to turn'. See version. The term

extrovert was introduced into psychology by

the Swiss psychiatrist Carl Gustav Jung (1875-

1961). Cp. introvert, v.

extrovert, also extravert, n., one characterized by

extroversion ; the opposite of introvert (psychol.)

— Fr. extrovert, v.

extrude, tr. v., to push out ; intr. v., to protrude.—
L. extrddere, 'to thrust out, drive away', fr. ist

ex- and trudere, 'to thrust, push, shove', which

derives fr. I.-E. base *treud-, 'to press, push',

whence also Goth, us-priutan, 'to vex', OE.

preotan, 'to, weary, vex, annoy', preatian, 'to

press, afflict, threaten'. See threat and cp. thrust.

Cp. also Intrude and words there referred to.

extrusion, n. — ML. extrOsid, gen. -onis, fr. L.

extrOsus, pp. of extrddere. See prec. word and

-ion and cp. intrusion and words there referred to.

extrusive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

extrusus, pp. oi extrddere. See extrude and cp.

intrusive, obtrusive, protrusive,

exuberance, exuberancy, n., luxuriance. — F.

exuberance, fr. L. exUberantia, 'superabundance,

exuberance', fr. exuberdns, gen. -antis. See next

word and -ce, resp. -cy.



exuDerant

exuberant, adj., lavish, luxuriant.— F. exuberant,

fr. L. exuberantem, ace. oiexuberdns, pres. part,

of exuberdre, 'to come forth in abundance,

grow luxuriantly', fr. ist ex- and uberare, 'to be
fruitful', from the adjective uber, 'fruitful'.which

derives from the noun uber, 'udder'. See

uberous.

Derivatives: exuberant-ly, adv., exuberant-ness,n.

exuberate, intr. v., to be exuberant; to abound.
— L. exuberdtus, pp. of exuberdre. See prec.

word and verbal suff. -ate.

exudate, n., exuded substance. — L. exsuddtum,

exuddtum, neut. pp. of exsuddre, exuddre. See

exude and adj. suff. -ate.

exudation, n. — Formed with suff. -ion fr. L.

exsuddtus, exuddtus, pp. of exsuddre, exuddre.

See next word.

exude, intr. and tr. v., to ooze. — L. exsuddre,

exuddre, 'to sweat out', fr. ist ex- and suddre,

'to sweat', fr. siidor, 'sweat', which is cogn. with

OE. swat, 'sweat', swietan, 'to sweat'. See sweat

and cp. sudation.

exult, intr. v., to rejoice greatly. — F. exulter,

fr. L. exsultdre, exultdre, 'to leap about, leap

for joy, triumph', which stands for *ex-saltdre

and is freq. of exsilire, 'to leap out, spring out,

leap up, start up', fr. ist ex- and sallre, 'to leap,

spring, jump', whence the freq. saltdre, 'to leap,

jump, dance'. See salient and cp. saltant. For
the change of Latin a (in saltdre) to u (in ex-

sultdre, ex-ultdre) see desultory and cp. words
there referred to.

exultancy, n. — L. exsultantia, exultantia, fr. ex-

sultdns, exultdns, gen. -antis. See next word
and -cy.

exultant, adj. — L. exsultdns, exultdns, gen. -an-

tis, pres. part, of exsultdre, exultdre. See exult

and -ant. Derivative : exultant-ly, adv.

exultation, n. — F., fr. L. exsultdtionem, exul-

tdtidnem, ace. of exsultdtid, exultdtid, 'a leaping

about', fr. exsultdt-{um), exultdt-{um), pp. stem

of exsultdre, exultdre. See prec. word and -ion.

exuviae, n. pL, cast skins of animals. — L., 'that

which is stripped off, clothing, equipments',

from the stem of exuere, which stands for *exo-

were, 'to pull or strip off', fr. ist ex- and
*-owere, earlier *-ewere, fr. I.-E. base *ew-, 'to

put on', whence also OSlav. ob-ujg, ob-uti, 'to

put on shoes', Lith. aunu, auti, 'to put on
shoes', aviu, aveti, 'to wear shoes'. Arm. ag-

anim, 'I put on something', Avestic ao&ra-,

'footgear', OPruss. auclo, 'halter', Lith. aukll,

'bandage for the foot, anklet', Lett, dukla, 'thin

cord'. Cp. indusium, induviae, omentum. For
derivatives of base *w-es, 'to clothe', an en-

largement of base *ew-, see vest, n., and wear,

'to carry on the body'. Derivatives : exuvi-al, adj.,

axuvi-ate, intr. v., to cast the skin, exuviat-ion, n.

eyalet, n., formerly, a province of the Ottoman
Empire; now called vifafet. — Turk., fr. Arab.
iydta'', 'government', prop. inf. of the verb dla,

'was at the head of, whence dwwal, 'first*.

eyas, n., a nestling; a young hawk taken from
the nest. — F. niais, 'nestling' (the modern
French meaning is 'silly, simple'), fr. VL.
*mddcem, ace. of *mddx, 'nestling', fr. nidus,

'nest'; see nidus. The English form arose from
a misdivision of a nias into an eyas. For similar

misdivisions cp. adder and words there re-

ferred to.

eye, n. — ME. eige, eye, eie, fr. OE. eage, rel. to

OS. dga, OFris. dge, ON. auga, Swed. oga, Dan.
0ie, OFris. dge, MDu. dghe, Du. oog, OHG.
ouga, MHG. ouge, G. Auge, Goth, augo, 'eye",

fr. I.-E. base *oq'^-, 'to see; eye', whence also

OL dksi, gen. akfndfi, 'eye', akfdfi, 'die', tk^ate.

'sees', Toch. A ak, B ek, 'eye'. Arm. akn, gen,

akan, 'eye, opening, hole', Gk. 6xxo<;, 'eye',

6aae (for oq^i-), 'the two eyes', SdaeaS-ai, 'to

see, look at, presage', ATrfj, 'opening, hole',

6iJ;o[xai, 'I shall see', bmfx;, 'seen; visible',

6-Kny.fic,, 'pertaining to sight'. Alb. sii, 'eye', L.

oculus, 'eye', OSlav. oko, 'eye', okno, 'window',

Lith. akis, 'eye'. Fr. 'oq"-, collateral form of

base *oq"'-, derive Gk. ohJjj S^i*- "'to?, 'eye,

face', and the second element in L. atrox,

'cruel, fierce', ferox, 'wild, savage', velox, 'swift,

quick'. Cp. eyelet, ogle and the second element

in daisy, walleyed, window. Cp. also ocular,

omma, optic, ullage, the first element in ophthal-

mo- and the second element in antler. Cp. also

the second element in atrocious, ferocious,

velocity. Derivatives: eye, tr. v., ey-ed, adj.

eyelet, n. — ME. oilet, fr. MF. (= F.) a:illet,

dimin. of ail, 'eye', fr. L. oculus; influenced in

spelling by eye (q.v.)

eyot, n., a smaU island. — ME. eyt, fr. OE. igeod,

dimin. of eg, ig, leg, 'island'. See island and cp.

the second element in Scandinavia. The ending

of the word eyot was influenced by the French

dimin. suff. -ot.

eyre, n., journey, circuit; circuit court. — ME.,
fr. OF. eire, 'journey, way', fr. L. iter, of s.m.

See itinerate and cp. errant.

eyrie, eyry, n. — Variants of aerie, aery.

Ezekiel, l) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible: a) name
of one of the great prophets of Israel ; b) the

Book of Ezekiel. — Late L. Ezechiel, fr. Gk.

'leJ^exiTiX, fr. Heb. Y'hezqil, lit. 'God strength-

ens'. The first element derives fr. hdzdq, 'he

was strong; he strengthened', whence hdzdq,

'strong', (lezeq, fiezqd'^,ltdzeq,fiozqd'^, 'strength',

Mishnaic Heb. hdzdqd", 'taking hold of; pre-

sumption; usucaption'. Heb, hdzdq is rel. to

Aram.-Syr. hdzdq, 'he was strong', Arab, hd-

zaqa, 'he bound, squeezed', Akkad. eshqu,

'strong', isqu, 'possession'. Cp. Hezekiah. For

the second element in the name Ezekiel see EI.

Ezra, i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible: a) name of

a celebrated scribe of the 5th century B.C.E.

;

b) the Book of Ezra. — Late L., fr. Heb. 'Ezrd,

abbrevation of 'Azarydh{ii), lit. 'God has hel-

ped'. See Azariah and cp. Esdras. For similar

abbreviations cp. Jesse and Micah.

fa, n., a syllable used in solmization to denote

the fourth tone of the diatonic scale {mus.)

Fabaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the pea

family {bat.) — Formed with suff. -aceae fr.

ModL. Faba, the type genus, fr. L. faba, 'bean',

from the I.-E. child's word *bhabhd, 'bean', lit.

'something swelling', prop, reduplication of the

child's word *bha-, 'something swelling'. See

bean and cp. Fabian.

fabaceous, adj., pertaining to the Fabaceae (Aor.)

— L. fabdceus, 'consisting of beans', fr. faba.

See prec. word and -ous.

Fabian, adj., dilatory, cautious. — L. Fabidnus,

from the name of the Roman general Quintus

Fabius Maximus, sumamed Cunctator (= 'De-

layer').— (The Latin name Fabius is rel. to faba,

'bean', for whose etymology see Fabaceae). For

the ending see suPF. -an.

Fabian, masc. PN. — L. Fabidnus, a derivative

of Fabius. See Fabian, adj.

fable, n., a story. — OF. (= F.), 'fable, story,

tale', fr. L. fdbula, 'narrative, account, tale,

story', lit. 'that which is told', rel. to fdri, 'to

speak, tell, foretell', /awa, 'talk, report, rumor,

saying, tradition, reputation', fdcundus, 'elo-

quent', fateri, 'to confess', fr. I.-E. base *bhd-,

'to speak'. See fame and words there referred

to and cp. esp. fabulous, confabulate, affable,

fib, ineffable,

fable, intr. v., to write or tell fables; tr. v., to

invent. — OF. fabler, fr. L. fdbuldri, 'to speak,

talk', fr. fdbula. See fable, n.

Derivatives: fabl-ed, adj., fable-ist, n., fabl-er,

n., fabl-ing, n.

fabliau, n., a short medieval French metrical

story. — F., fr. Picard fabliau, fr. OF. fablel,

fableau, masc. dimin. affable, 'fable, story, tale'.

See foble, n.

fabric, n. — F. fabrique, fr. L. fabrica, 'workshop

of an artisan, building, fabric', fr. faber, gen.

fabri, 'workman, artisan, artificer, forger,

smith', from L. base *fab-, corresponding to

I.-E. base *dhabh-, 'to become or be suitable',

whence Arm. darbin, 'smith', OSlav. dobrH,

'fine, good', doba, 'opportunity', Lith. dabinti,

'to adorn', dabnus, 'graceful'. Cp. daft, deft,

forge,

fabricate, tr. v. — L. fabricdtus, pp. of fabricdri,

'to frame, construct, build', fr. fabrica. See

prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

fabrication, n. — L. fabricdtio, gen. -dnis, 'a

framing', fr. fabricdtus, pp. of fabricdri. See

iiabric and -ion.

fabulist, n. — F. fabuliste, fr. L. fdbula. See fable

and -ist.

fiibaiosity, n. — F. fabulosite, fr. L. fdbuldsi-

tdtem, ace. of Jabuldsilds, 'fabulous invention.

fabulosity', fr.fdbuldsus. See next word and -ity.

fabulous, adj. — L. fdbuldsus, 'fabulous', fr.

fdbula. See fable and -ous.

Derivatives : fabulous-ly, adv., fabulous-ness, n.

facade, n., the front of a building. — F., fr. ear-

lier facciate, fr. It. facciata, lit. 'face (of a

building)', fr. faccia, 'face', fr. VL. facia, fr. L.

fades. See next word and -ade.

face, n.— F., fr. YL. facia (whence also ft faccia,

OProven?. fassa), fr. L. fades (whence also Sp.

haz), 'face', orig. 'a making, shaping', fi. facere,

'to make, do'. See fact and cp. fajade, facet,

facetious, deface, efface, superficies, surfece,

volta-face. For the formation of L. fades, 'face',

fr. facere, 'to make', cp. L. species, 'sight, ap-

pearance', fr. specere, 'to look at'; for the sense

development of fades, 'face', fr. facere, 'to

make', cp. F. figure, 'face', fr. L. figura, 'figure,

appearance'. The orig. meaning of L. facies--

may easily be derived from the meaning of the

compound superficies, 'surface', which lit.

means 'superstructure'.

Derivatives: face, tr. and intr. v., fac-ed, adj.,

fac-ing, adj. and n., fac-ing-ly, adv.

facet, n., i) surface of a cut gem; 2) aspect.— F.

facette, dimin. of face. See face and -et, -ette.

Derivatives: facet, tr. v., facet-ed, adj.

facetiae, n. pi., i) witticisms; 2) books of a

coarse character. — L., pi. of facetia. See next

word.

facetious, adj., joking. — F. facetieux (fem. fa-

celieuse), fr. facetie, fr. L. facetia, 'jest, wit-

ticism' (pi. facetiae, 'witty sayings, witticisms,

pleasantry'), fi. facetus, 'elegant, fine, facetious',

which is of uncertain origin. It is perh. rel. to

fax, gen. fads, 'torch', whence the dimin. facula,

'torch'. See facula and -ous.

Derivatives :/ace/(0H5-/>', iidv.,facetious-ness, n.

facia, n. — See fascia.

facial, adj., of, or pertaining to, the face. — F.,

fr. ML. facidlis, fr. L. fades. See face and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivative: /aciaZ-Zy, adv.

facient, n., an agent. — Lit. 'a maker, doer', fr.

L. faciens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of-facere, 'to

make, do'. See fact.

-facient, suff. meaning 'making, causing to be-

come' (as calorifacient, 'making heat', lique-

facient, 'causing to become liquefied'). — L.

-faciens, fr. faciens, pres. part of facere. See

prec. word.

facUe, adj., easy. — F., fr. L. facilis, 'easy', lit.

'feasible', fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See fact

and -lie.

Derivatives: /aci'te-/)', adv., facile-ness, n.

facilitate, tr. v., to make easy. — F. faciliter, fr.

It. facUitare, fr. facilitd, 'facUity', fr. L. facili-



facility

latent. See next word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: /aa'tea/-/on, n.

facility, n.— F.facilite, fr. L. facilitatem (whence
also It. facilitd, OProven?. facititat, Sp. facili-

dad), ace. of facilitas, 'easiness, ease, fluency,

willingness, readiness', fr. facilis. See facile

and -ity.

facinorous, adj., wicked, criminal {rare). — L.

facinorosus, 'criminal, atrocious', fr. facinus,

gen. facinoris, 'deed', esp. 'wicked deed, crime,

villainy', fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See fact. For
E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Eacio-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

the face, facial'. — Fr. I., fades, 'face'. See face.

facsimile, n., an exact copy. — L. fac simile,

'make hke', it. fac, imper. oi facere, 'to make',

and neut. of similis, 'like'. See fact and similar.

Derivatives: /acsj^Mjfe, adj. and tr. v., facsimil-

ist, n., facsimil-ize, tr. v.

fact, n. — L. factum, 'deed, act', lit. 'something

done', neut. pp. offacere, 'to make, do; to per-

form, accomplish; to act', fr. I.-E. base *dhd-,

*dhe-, *d¥-, 'to put, place; to do, make, con-
struct'. See do and theme and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also feat (which is a doublet of
fact) and the words facade, facient, facile, facili-

tate, facility, facinorous, facsimile, faction, -fac-

tion, factor, factory, factotum, factual, affair,

affect, aifettuoso, artifact, artifice, benefaction,

benefactor, benefice, benefit, calefacient, comfit,

confect, confection, counterfeit, defaced, defeat,

defect, deficient, deficit, deific, difficult, dis-

comfit, dolce far niente, efface, effect, efficacious,

efficient, face, fashion, feasance, feasible, fea-

ture, fecit, feckless, fetish, -fy, infect, labe-

faction, magnificent, malefic, maleficence, mal-

feasance, manufacture, misfeasance, munificent,

office, orifice, perfect, pontiff', prefect, proficient,

refection, rifacimento, satisfaction, savoir-faire,

somnifacient, Spinifex, suffice, sufficient, super-

ficial, surface, surfeit.

faction, n., a party or clique. — F,, fr. L. fac-

tidnem, ace. o{ factid, 'a making, doing; party'

(lit. 'persons acting together'), fr. factus, pp.
of facere, 'to make, do, act'. See fact and -ion

and cp. fashion, which is a doublet of faction.

T>eri\ative: faction-al, adj.

-faction, sufl". forming nouns meaning 'a making
into something' and corresponding to verbs in

-fy (fr. L. facere). — Fr. L. factio, 'a making,
doing; party'. See prec. word and cp. -fication.

factious, adj., addicted to faction ; seditious.— L.

factiosus, fr.factio, 'faction'. See foction and -ous.

Derivatives: factious-ly, adv., factious-ness, n.

factitious, adj., artificial. — L. facticius, 'made
by art, artificial', fr. factus, pp. of facere, 'to

make, do'; introduced into English by Sir

Thomas Browne (1605-82) in 1646. See fact

and -ous and cp. fetish, which is a doublet of
factitious.

Derivatives : faciitious-ly, adv.,factitious-ness, n.

factitive, adj. — ModL. factitivus, fr. L. factus.
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pp. of facere, 'to make, do'. See fact and -ive.

Derivative: factitive-ly, adv.

factor, n. — F. facteur, 'maker, agent', fr. L. fac-

torem, ace. of factor, 'maker, doer, performer',

fr. factus, pp. of facere, 'to make, do'. See fact

and agential suff. -or.

Derivatives
:
/ac/or, tr. v.,factor-ial, adj. andn.,

factor-ial-ly, adv.

factory, n.— ML. factoria, fr. L. factor. See prec.

word and -y (representing L. -ia).

factotum, n., a man hired to do aU kinds of work;
handy man. — ML., lit. 'one who does every-

thing', fr. L. fac totum, 'do everything', fr. fac,

imper. of facere, 'to do', and totum, neut. of

totus, 'air. See fact and total.

factual, adj., pertaining to facts. — Formed fr.

fact on analogy of actual.

Derivatives : factual-ly, adv., factual-ness, n.

factum, n., a statement of facts, a fact {law). —
L., prop. neut. pp. offacere. See fact.

facula, n., one of the bright spots on the disk of

the sun. — L. facula, 'a little torch', dimin. of

fax (OL. faces), 'torch', wliich is of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives : facut-ar, facul-ous, adjs.

facultative, adj. — F. facultatif {fern, facultative),

'optional, facultative', fr. faculte, 'option,

faculty'. See next word and -ive.

faculty, n. — OF. faculte (F. faculte), fr. L. facul-

tdtem, ace. of facultds, 'capability, power', fr.

*fakli-tds, fr. L. facilis, 'easy'. See facile and
-ty and cp. difficulty.

fad, n., a whim, craze. — Perh. a back formation

fr. F. fadaise, 'trifle, nonsense, stuff', fr. OPro-
ven?. fadeza, 'stupidity, foolishness', fr. fat,

'stupid', fr. L. fatuus. See next word.

Derivatives: fadd-ish, adj., fadd-ish-ness, n.,

fadd-y, adj., fadd-i-ness, n., fadd-ism, n., fadd-

ist, n.

fade, adj., i) pale, wan {archaic); 2) insipid. —
F., 'insipid, tasteless, dull', fr. OF. fade, fr.

VL. *fatidus, a blend of L. fatuus, 'tasteless;

stupid, foolish', and vapidus, 'that has lost its

vapor, flat, flavorless, insipid'. L. fatuus prob.

meant orig. 'blunt, obtuse', and is a derivative

of the I.-E. base *bhat-, 'to beat, strike'. See

batter, 'to beat', and cp. beat and words there

referred to. Cp. also fad, fatuous, infatuate. For
the etymology of vapidus see vapid.

Derivatives: fade-less, adj., fade-less-ly, adv.,

fad-y, adj.

fade, intr. v., i) to lose freshness; to languish;

2) to disappear gradually; tr. v., to cause to

fade. — OF. fader, fr. fade. See fade, adj.

Derivatives: fad-ed, adj., fad-ed-ly, adv., fad-

ing, adj., fad-ing-ly, adv., fad-ing-ness, n.

faecal, faeces. — See fecal, feces.

faerie, faery, n., fairyland. — Former spellings

of fairy.

fag, tr. v., to weary, exhaust; intr. v., to labor,

toil. — According to Skeat, possibly a cor-

ruption of flag, 'to droop'.
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fag, n., the loose end of anything, esp. of a cloth.

— Of uncertain origin.

fag, n., cigarette {slang). — Back formation fr.

fag end.

Fagaceae, n. pi., the beech family {hot.) —
Formed fr. Fagus with suff. -aceae.

fagaceous, adj. {hot.) — See prec. word and

-aceous.

fag end. — Fr. fag, 'the loose end of anything'.

Fagopyrum, n., a genus of plants of the buck-

wheat/amily {hot.) — A ModL., hybrid coined

fr. L. fagus, 'beech' (see beech), and Gk. 7rOp6i;,

'wheat' (see pyrene and cp. words there re-

ferred to). The correct form would be Phego-

pyrus, fr. Gk. !^T\yiic„ 'oak' (see beech) and itupAi;,

'wheat'. Cp. Nothofagus.

fagot, faggot, n., a bundle of sticks used for fuel.

— F. fagot, prob. fr. VL. *facus, a back for-

mation fr. Gk. (paxeXoi;, 'bundle', a word of

uncertain origin, the ending of this word having

been mistaken for the Latin dimin. suff'. -ellus.

Cp. It. fagotto, OProven?. fagot, which also

derive fr. Gk. ^hLzKac,. Cp. fagotto.

Derivatives : fag{g)ot, tr. and intr. v., fag{g)ot-

ing, n.

fagotto, n., bassoon {music). — It., 'bassoon',

prop, 'bundle'. See faggot.

Fagus, n., a genus of trees, the beech {hot.) —
L. fagus, 'beech'. See beech and cp. words there

referred to.

Fahrenheit, n., a type of thermometer. — Named
after the inventor of the mercurial thermometer,

the German physicist Gabriel Daniel Fahrenheit

(1 686- 1 736).

faience, n., a fine kind of painted and glazed

porcelain. — F. faience, shortened fr. original

vaisselle de Faience ('vessel of Faenza'), fr.

Faenza, name of a town in Italy.

fail, n., failure. — ME. faille, faile, fr. OF.

faille, faile, fr. faillir. See faU, v.

fail, intr. and tr. v. — ME. faillen, fallen, fr. OF.

(= F.) faillir, fr. VL. *fallire, corresponding to

L.fallere, 'to deceive'. See false and cp. faucet,

fault.

Derivatives
:
/a/'/-i'ng', n., failing, prep, (q.v.)

failing, prep. — Prop. pres. part, of the verb fail.

failure, n. — Orig. failer, fr. AF. failer, which

corresponds to F. faillir; infinitive used as a

noun. See Call, v.

fain, adj., l) glad; 2) compelled; 3) wiOing, eager.

— ME. fain, 'joyful', fr. OE. faegen, 'glad, re-

joicing', rel. to OS. fagan ON. feginn, 'glad',

OS., OHG. /iz^indn, Goth.ya^/wn, 'to rejoice',

OE. gefeon, OHG. gifehan, 'to rejoice', ON.
fdga, 'to adorn'. Cp. £awn, 'to act in a servile

manner'.

Derivatives: fain, adv., gladly, fain, v. (q.v.)

fain, intr. v., to rejoice. — OE. fxgnian, 'to re-

joice', fr. fxgen. See fiiin, adj.

fainaigue, intr. v., to revoke at cards. — Of un-

certain origin.

fiuofant, adj., idle; n., an idler. — F. fcuiUant,

'idler', altered by popular etymol. fr. OF. faig-

itant, feignant, pres. part, offaindre, feindre, 'to

feign', often used in OF. in the sense 'to be

idle'. Faignant was changed by folk etymology

to faineant as though it denoted one who 'does

nothing', fi.faire, 'to do', and nea«f, "'nothing'.

See feign,

faint, adj. — ME. faint, feint, 'weak', fr. OF.

feint, 'soft, weak, sluggish', prop. pp. offeindre,

'to feign'. See feign.

Derivatives: faint, intr. v., faint, n., faint-ish,

adj., faint-ly, adv., faint-ness, n., faints (q.v.)

feints, also feints, n. pL, the impure spirit which

comes last in the distillation of whisky. — From

prec. word.

fair, n., a gathering of buyers. — ME. faire, fr.

OF. faire (F. foire), fr. VL. feria (whence also

It. fiera, OProven?. feira, fiera), fr. L. feriae,

'holidays, festivals', fr. OL. fesiae, which is rel.

to L. festus, 'solemn, festive, joyous'. See feast

and cp. fane, ferial,

fair, adj., beautiful. — ME. fair, fayer, faiger,

fr. OE. fieger, rel. to OS. fagar, ON.fagr, OHG.
fagar, 'beautiful', Goth, fagrs, 'fit', ON. fdga,

'to adorn', MLG., Du., MHG. vegen, 'to

sweeep', and cogn. with Lith. piioSiu, 'I decor-

ate'. Cp.feague.

Derivatives
:
/air, a.dv.,fair-ly, ad\.,fair-ness, n.

fairy, n. — ME. faierie, 'enchantment, fairy', fr.

OF. faerie (F. feerie), 'enchantment', fr. fae

(F. fee), 'fairy'. See fay, 'fairy'.

Derivatives: fairy, adj., fairy-dom, n., fairy-

hood, n., fairy-ism, n., fairy-like, adj.

fairy tale. — Loan translation of F. conte de fe.

faith, n. — ME. feith, fr. OF. feid, fei (F. foi),

fr. L.fidem, ace. of fides, 'trust, belief. See bid

and cp. fidelity and words there referred to.

Derivatives: faith-ful, adj., faith-ful-ly, adv.,

faith-ful-ness, n., faith-less, adj., faith-less-ly,

adv., faith-less-ness, n.

Faith, fem. PN. — From prec. word.

fake, tr. V. , I ) to counterfeit ; 2) to alter, to tamper

with; intr. v., to practice faking {colloq.) —
Perh. a var. of feague.

Derivatives : /aA:e, n., fak-er, n., fak-er-y, n.

fakir, n., a Moslem or Hindu ascetic beggar. —
Arab, faqir, fr. fdqura, 'he was poor'.

Falange, n., the Fascist party in Spain. — Sp.

Falange {Espanola), '(Spanish) Phalanx', fr.

falange, 'phalanx', fr. L. phalanx, gen. phatangis,

fr. Gk. voXayS. gen. (fakoi-fyoi;. See phalanx.

Falangista, n., a member of the Falange. — Sp.

Falangista, formed fr. Falange (see prec. word)

with -ista, fr. L. -ista (see -ist). The formation

of the name is erroneous. It should be Falangita,

fr. Gk. ipoXa-rrf-n^?, 'soldier in a phalanx', fr.

9(xXaYC-

Falasfaa, n., one of a tribe of dark-skinned Jews

in Abyssinia. — Ethiop., lit. 'exiled, wanderer,

immigrant', fr. faldsa, 'he wandered', which is

rel. to Syr. p'ldsh, 'he broke through', Akkad.

paldshu, 'to dig a hole'.



falbala, n., flounce, frill. — F., prob. an alter-

ation of Franco-Proven?, farbella, 'fringe, lace',

which is prob. of imit. origin. Cp. furbelow.

falcate, adj., curved like a sickle. — L. falcatus,

'sickle-shaped, curved', fr. falx, gen. falcis,

'sickle', prob. a back formation fr. falcula, 'a

sickle' (which, however, was mistaken for the

dimin. offalx), fr. Ligurian *dalkld, whence also

Sicil. Ziiy'tXY), the ancient name of Messina, lit.

'the hook-shaped town' (rel. to ^ayxXov, 'sick-

le'). See M.N.Niedermann, Essais d'^tymologie

et de critique verbale latines, Neuchatel, 1918,

pp.17 ff. Cp. folchion, falcon, falcula, falx. For
the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: /a/ca/-erf, adj.

falchion, n., i) a short curved sword; (poet.) any
sword.—ME. /aucAoM/i, fr. OF. fauchon, fr. VL.
*falci6nem, ace. of *falcid, dimin. of L. falx,

gen. falcis, 'sickle'. See prec. word and suff. -ion.

falciform, adj., sickle-shaped. — Formed fr.

L. falx, gen. falcis, 'sickle', and forma, 'form,

shape'. See falcate and -form.

falcon, n. — ME.faucoun fr. OF. (= F,)faucon,

fr. Late L. falcdnem, ace. of falco, prop, 'the

bow-legged (animal)', and identical with L.

falco, -onis, 'bow-legged', fr. falx, gen. falcis,

'sickle', for which see falcate. For sense develop-

ment cp. Gk. apTTTi, 'sickle; kite'. 0\iG. falcho

(MHG. valke, G. Falke), MDu. valke (Du. valk),

ON: falki, are Latin loan words. Cp. gerfalcon.

Derivatives: falcon, intr. v., falconer, n. (q.v.)

Falcon, n., the typical genus of falcons (ornithol.)

— L. falco. See falcon.

falconer, n. — ME. fauconer, fr. OF.falconier,

fauconier (F. fauconnier), fr. faucon. See falcon.

falcula, n., a sharp-pointed claw (zool.) — L.,

'sickle'. See falcate.

VeTwati-ves: fakul-ar, falcul-ate, adjs.

falderal, also folderol, n., i) a refrain in old

songs; 2) a trifle. — Perh. of imitative origin.

faldstool, n., a folding stool. — OE. faldestoel,

fr. ML. faldistolium, fr. OHG. faldstuol, which
is compounded oi faldan, 'to fold', and stuol,

'stool, chair'. See fold and stool and cp. fauteuil.

Falemian, adj., {pertaining to the ager Falerrtus

('Falemian field') in Italy, or to the wine grown
in it. — Formed with sulf. -ian fr. L. Falernus,

'Falemian', fr. Faleri'i, name of the capital of
the Falisci. Cp. next word.

Faliscan, adj., pertaining to the Falisci, a people
of ancient Etruria. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Falisci, 'the Faliscans', which is rel. to Fa-
leril, name of the capital of the Falisci. Cp.
prec. word.

fall, intr. v. — ME. fallen, fr. OE. feallan, rel. to

ON., Swed. falla, Du. vallen, OHG. fallan,

MHG. vallen, vain, G. fallen, Dan. falde and
prob. cogn. with Arm. p'«/, 'downfall', p'lanim,

'I fall down', Lith. puolu, pHlti, Lett, piiolu, pult,

'to fair, OPruss. aupallai, 'finds' (orig. 'falls

upon'). All these words derive fr. I.-E. base
*phol-, 'to fair. Cp. feU, tr. v.
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Derivatives: fall, n. (q.v.), fall-ing, verbal n.

and adj.

fall, n. — Fr. fall, v. In the sense of 'autumn',

fall is short for 'the season of the falling leaves'.

fallacious, adj. — L. fallaciosus, 'deceitful, de-

ceptive, fallacious', fr. fallax, gen. fallacis,

'deceitful'; fr. fallere, pp. falsus, 'to deceive'.

See false and -acious.

UsTivatb/es: fallacious-ly,?Ld\.,fallacious-ness,n.

fallacy, n. — L. falldcia, 'deceit, artifice, strat-

agem', fr. fallax, gen. fallacis. See prec. word
and -y (representing L. -ia).

fallal, n'., a bit of finery. — An invented word.
feillalery, n., valueless finery. — Formed from
prec. word with suff. -ery.

feUen, pp. of /a//. — ME. fallen, fr. OE. feallen,

'fallen', fr. feallan, 'to fall'. See fall, v.

fallible, adj. — Late L. fallibilis, fr. L. fallere,

'to deceive'. See false and -ibie.

Derivatives: fallibil-ity, n., fallible-ness, n. fal-

libl-y, adv.

Fallopian, adj., discovered or described by Ga-
briel Fallopius (in Italian Gabriele Fallopio),

the celebrated Italian anatomist (1523-62).

Fallopian tubes, the oviducts of mammals. — So
called because they were discovered and first

described by Fallopius. See prec. word.
fallow, adj., brownish yellow. — OE. fealo, gen.

fealwes, 'dull-colored, yellow, yellowish red,

brown', rel. to OS. falu, ON. folr, MDu. valu,

vale, Du. vaal, OHG. fab, MHG. vat, valwer,

G. fahl, falb, fr. I.-E. base *pel-, 'dark-colored,

gray', whence also OI. palitdh, 'gray', pan4uh
(for *pdln-du-), 'whitish, pale'. Arm. alik',

'waves; white beard', alevor, 'gray', Gk. Ti:EXt6i;

(prob. for *7reXi-f6?), 'livid', neXiv/^q, Ion.

7reXiSv6;, 'gray', nsXK6(;, (for *neXi6c, or *neK-

vo?), 'dark-colored, dusky', jteXapY6i;, 'stork'

(for •TCEXaf-apY^i;), 'stork', lit. 'the blackish

white bird', niXeitx, 'pigeon', lit. 'the dark-

colored bird', 7roXi6c; (prob. for *noXi-F6<;),

'gray', L. pallere, 'to be pale', pallor, 'paleness',

pullus, 'dark-colored, blackish gray, dusky',

paluntbes, 'wood pigeon', lit. 'the dark-colored

bird', OSlav. plavH, Lith. palvas, 'sallow', pil-

kas, 'grey', pilve, 'mud, mire', pel^, 'mouse',

OPruss. poalis, 'pigeon', Mlr. Hath, W. llwyd,

'gray'. Cp. appall, favel, pale, adj., pall, v., pal-

lid, pallor, Pelargonium, Pellaean, peristeronic,

Pleiad, polyomyelitis.

fallow, n., land plowed, but left unsown. — ME.
falwe,falow, fr. OE. fealg,fealh, 'harrow', rel. to

OHG. felga, of s.m., MHG. valgen, velgen, 'to

plow up', and cogn. with Gaul, olka (for *pol-

kd-), whence Late L. olca, 'land fit for plowing'.

I.-E. *polkd- lit. means 'something turned', and
derives fr. base *pel-, 'to turn', whence also Gk.
TCoXo?, 'pivot (on which something turns)'. For
other derivatives of base *pel- see colony. Cp.
felly.

Derivatives
:
/a/toiv, adj. and tr. v.

felse, adj. — ME. fals, fi. OF. fals, fern, false

1

573

(F. faux, iem. fausse), fr. E.fabus,x>V- offallere,

'to deceive', which is of uncertain etymology.

It is perh. cogn.^with Gk. <p7]X6(; or (ff^oc,,

'deceitful', <fi\K6<i>, Dor. 9aX6co, 'I deceive',

(pTjXco^a, 'deception', ip-riXwCTi?, 'deceit'. Cp. fail,

fallacy, faucet, fault.

Derivatives :/afae, adv., false-hood, n., false-ly,

adv., false-ness, n., falsify (q.v.), fals-ity, n.

falsetto n., an artificial voice (jnus.) — It.,

dimin. of falso, 'false', fr. L. falsus. See prec.

word.

falsiflcate, n. — Late L. falsificdtus, pp. of falsi-

ficdre. See falsify and adj. suff. -ate;

Derivatives: falsification (q.v.), falsificat-or, n.

folsiflcation, n. — F., fr. Late L. falsificdtidnem,

ace. of falsificdtio, fr. falsificdtus, pp. of falsi-

ficdre. See next word and -ion.

falsify, tr. v. — F. falsifier, fr. Late L. falsificdre,

'to falsify'. See false and -fy.

Derivative: falsifi-er, n.

falsity, n. — OF. falsete (F. faussete), fr. Late

E. falsitdtem, ace. offalsitds, 'falsity, falsehood',

fr. L. falsus. See false and -ity.

falter, intr. v., to waver. — ME. falteren, of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives: falter, n., falter-ing, adj., falter-

ing-ly, adv.

falx, n., a sickle-shaped structure {anat) — L.

falx, 'sickle'. See falcate.

Fama, n., the personification of rumor in Roman
mythology. — L. See fame.

fame, n. — F. fame, fr. L. fama, 'talk, report,

rumor, tradition, reputation, lit. 'saying', from

the stem offor, fori, pp. fdtus, 'to speak', rel. to

fateri, 'to confess', fdbula, 'narrative, account,

tale, story', fas, 'divine law' (lit. 'utterance'), fr.

I.-E. base *bhd-, 'to speak, tell, say', whence

also 01. bhdnati, 'speaks'. Arm. bay, gen. bayi,

'word, term', bay, 'he said', ban, gen. bani,

'word, speech, judgment', Gk. 97)^x1, 'I say',

cpTjlxT), Dor. 94(xa, 'voice, report, rumor', (pdcTii;,

'saying, speech, report', OSlav. bajg, bajati, 'to

talk, tell', basni, 'fable, tale, charm', OE. boian,

'to boast', ON. bon, OE. ben, 'prayer, request'.

Cp. phone, 'speech sound'. Cp. also abandon,

affable, aphasia, aphemia, apophasis, ban, 'to

prohibit', ban, 'edict', bandit, banish, bifarious,

blame, blaspheme, boon, confabulate, confess,

defomation, defame, euphemism, fabulous, fa-

mous, fascinate, fate, infamous, infamy, in-

fant, infantry, multifarious, nefarious, -phasia,

-phemia, Polyphemus, preface, prefatory, pro-

fess, prophet, trifarious.

Derivatives : /ame, tr. v., fam-ed, adj.

familiar, adj. — OF. (= E.)familier, fr. L.fami-

lidris, 'pertaining to a household, domestic',

dissimilated fr. *familid-lis, fr. familia, 'house-

hold'. See family and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: familiar, n., familiar-ism, n., fami-

liarity (q.v.), familiar-ize, tr. v., familiar-iz-

ation, n., familiar-iz-er, n., famitiar-ly, adv.

familiarity, n. — F. familiarite, fr. L. familidri-

fancy

tdtem, ace, of familidritds, fr. familidris. See

familiar and -ity.

family, n.— E. familia, fx. famulus, fr. OE. famul,

'servant', which is of uncertain origin. It pos-

sibly means lit. 'belonging to the house', and

derives fr. I.-E. base *d¥-mo-, 'house', whence

also 01. dhiman, 'seat, house", Gk. &*at(ji6;

(Hesychius), 'house'. Base *d¥-mo- is an en-

largement of base *dhe-, 'to put, place; to do,

make'. See do and fact and cp. famulus and the

second element in forisfamiliate.

Derivatives :/ami7f-a/, adj., /amiViar (q.v.)

famine, n. — F., fr. VL. *famina, fr. L. fames,

'hunger', which Is of uncertain origin. For the

ending see -ine (representing L. -ina). Cp.

next word.

famish, tr. and intr. v. — Formed on analogy of

synonymous verbs in -ish fr. L. fames, 'hunger'.

See prec. word.

Tienvative: famish-ing, adj.

famous, adj. — OF. fameus (F. fameux), fr. L.

fdmosus, 'much talked of, renowned', fr. fama.

See fame and -ous.

Derivatives: famous-ly, adv., famous-ness, n.

famulus, n., attendant, esp. on a magician. —
L., 'servant'. See family,

fan, n., an instrument for winnowing. — ME., fr.

OE. fann, fr. L. vannus, 'winnowing fan'. See

van, 'winnowing fan'.

Derivatives: fan, tr. and intr. v., to winnow,

fann-er, n., fann-ing, n.

fan, n., an enthusiastic supporter of any sport,

esp. of base-ball iJJ.S. Slang). — Shortened fr.

fanatic.

fana, n., nullification of the will of the individual

before the divine will (an important principle

of Sufism). — Arab. fand\ 'disappearance', inf.

offdniya, 'he passed away, disappeared', rel. to

Heb. pand", Aram.-Syr. p^nd, 'he turned', Heb.

pdntm, 'face', liphn^, 'in front of, before' Ethiop.

fandwa, 'he sent away'.

fanam, n., a small coin formerly in use in India.

— Formed, through the medium of Arabic, fr.

Tamil panam, 'money', fr. OI. pdnah, lit. 'bet,

wager', from the stem of pa?iafe,'barters, pur-

chases'. The change of p to f is due to the

Arabic, whose alphabet has no p. OI. pdnate

stands for *prnate, fr. *plnate, fr. I.-E. base

*pel-, 'to sell, purchase, barter, gain', whence

also Gk. TTtoXstv, 'to sell'. See monopoly.

fanatic, n. and adj. — L. fdndticus, 'pertaining

to a temple, inspired, enthusiastic', fr. fdnum,

'temple'. See fane and -atic.

Derivatives: fanatic-al, ad]., fanatic-al-ly, adv.,

fanatic-al-ness, n., fanatic-ism, n., fanalic-ize, tr.

and intr. v.

fancier, n.— Lit., one who fancies' ; formed from

next word with agential suff. -er.

fancy, n. — ME. fantsy, contraction of fantasy.

See fantasy.

Derivatives: fancy, adj. and tr. v., fanci-fut,

adj., fanci-ful-ly, adv., fanci-ful-ness, n.
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Eandangle, n., a fantastic ornament. — Prob.
formed from next word.

fandango, n., a lively Spanish dance. — Sp., of
uncertain origin; perh. assimilated fr. *fadango,

a supposed derivative oifado, name of a popular

song and dance in Portugal, which derives fr.

L. fatum, 'fate, destiny' (see fate), and was so

called because the fado describes poetically the

destiny of the players.

fiine, n., temple Cpoef.) — L. fdnum, fr. earlier

fas-nom, 'a consecrated place', which is rel. to

Oscan fiisnu, ace. fiisnam, 'temple'. See feir,

'gathering of buyers' and feast and cp. profane.

For the disappearance of the original s in L.

famim cp. L. pond (for *posin6, *posnd), dinumero

(for *disnumerd), 'I count up, enumerate', and
many other compound verbs with pref. di- (for

dis-).

fanfare, n., a flourish of trumpets. — F., of imi-

tative origin.

fanfaronade, n., i) a fanfare; 2) a boasting talk.—
F. fanfaronnade, fr. Sp. fanfarronada, 'boast,

brag', fr. fanfarron, 'blusterer, swaggerer', dis-

simil. fr. Arab, farfdr, 'babbler', which is of

imitative origin. For the ending see suif. -ade.

fang, n., a long pointed tooth. — ME., lit. 'that

which catches or seizes', fr. OE. fang, 'a catch-

ing, seizing', from the now dia\. fang, 'to catch,

seize, take', fr. ME. fangen, fr.csaUeTfongen,fon,

fr. OE. fan, of s.m., rel. to ON. fanga, OFris.

fangia, MLG., MDu., Du. vangen, G. fangen,

ON., OFris./a, OS., OHO., Goth, fdhan, MHO.
vahen, for Teut. *fanxan, 'to catch, seize, take',

fr. I.-E. base *pank-, a nasalized form of base

*pdk-, *pdg-, 'to make firm, to fix', whence L.

pdcisci, 'to covenant, make a treaty, agree, stip-

ulate', pax, gen. pads, 'peace'. See pact and
cp. words there referred to. Cp. also vang, in-

fangthief, outfangthief, newfangled.

Derivatives
:
/a«g^-ei/, 3.6.]., fang-less, adj.

Fanny, fem. PN. — Dimin. of Frances (q.v.)

fanon, n., a maniple.— ME.fanoun, fr MF. (= F.)

fanon, fr. Frankish *fano, rel. to OS. fano, Goth.
fana, 'piece of cloth', OHG. fano, MHG. van(e),

G. Fahne, 'flag, standard'. See pane and cp.

panel, vane and the second element in gonfalon.

fan-tan, a Chinese gambling game. — Chin.

fantasia, n., an instrumental composition free in

form {mus.) — It., fr. L. phantasia. See fantasy,

fontassin, n., an infantry soldier. — F., fr. It.

fantaccino, fr. fante, 'boy; infantry soldier',

which is aphetic for infante. See infant and cp.

iantoccini.

fiantast, n. — ML. phantasta, fr. Gk. qxxvracrnfii;,

'one who is fond of display, a boaster', fr.

9avTaCEtv, 'to make visible'. See phantasm,

fantastic, adj. — OF. (= F.), fr. Mh. fantasticus,

fr. Late L. phantasticus, fr. Gk. 9avTaaTtx6(;,

'able to present to the mind', fr. (pavTatrnii;. See
prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: fantastic-al, adj., fantastic-al-ity,

n., fantastic-al-ly, adv., fantastic-cU-ness, n.

fantasy, phantasy, n. — OF. fantasie (F. fan-

taisie), fr. L. phantasia, fr. Gk. (pavxaate, 'look,

appearance, imagination, image', fr. 9avTdt!;£tv,

'to make visible'. See phantasm and -y (re-

presenting Gk. -la) and cp. fancy.

Derivative: yijn/aiy, tr. and intr. v.

fiantoccini, n. pL, puppets; a puppet show. —
It., pi., dimin. oifantoccio, 'puppet', dimin. of

fante, 'child'. See infant and cp. fantassin.

far, adv. and adj. — ME. fer, feor, fr. OE. feorr,

adv. and adj., rel. to OS. ferr, fer, ON. fjarre,

OFris. fer, fir, Du. ver, OHG. ferro, MHG.
verre, adv., OHG. ferrana, MHG. verrene,

verne, 'from afar', G. fern, adj. and adv., Goth.

fairra, adv., fr. I.-E. base *per-, 'through,

across, t)eyond', whence also OI. pdrah, 'farth-

er, remoter, ulterior', pardfi, 'beyond' (adv.),

Toch. A parne, parnarhne, 'outer, exterior',

Hitt. pard (a postpos.), 'outside of. Arm. heri,

'far, remote', Gk. Tr^pa, 'across, beyond',

Ttepaio?, 'being or dwelling beyond', L. per,

'through', Olr. ire, 'farther, that is beyond',

and prob. L. perperam, 'wrongly, falsely' (for

*per-peram, 'beyond'). See fare, 'to prosper',

and cp. fore, adv. Cp. also para-, 'beside', per,

Perean, peri-, pro-.

Derivatives
:
/ar, adj.,/a/-, tr. v. (fr. OE. feorran).

farad, n., the unit of electric capacity. — Named
after the English physicist Michael Faraday

(1791-1867).

faradic, adj., pertaining to induced electrical cur-

rents. — Lit. 'pertaining to Faraday'. See prec.

word and -ic.

farandole, n., a dance of Proven^, origin. — F.,

fr. Proven?, farandoulo.

ferce, n., a light comedy. — F., 'stuffing, force-

meat; farce; practical joke', fr. OE. farce, 'stuf-

fing', fr. VL. *farsa, fem. of *farsus, pp. of L.

farclre, 'to stuff, cram', which is of uncertain

etymology. It is perh. rel. to L. frequens, gen.

-tis, 'crowded, constant', and cogn. with Toch.

A prakdr, B prdkre, 'firm, solid', Gk. 9pacrcrsiv

(for *ipp<xxictv), 'to press', Mir. bare, gen. bdirce,

'fortress' (but Lith. brukii, 'I press into', is not

cognate). Cp. frequent. Cp. also Phragmites,

cataphract, diaphragm, infarct.

Derivatives : /arcei/r (q.v.), farc-ic-al, adj., farc-

ic-al-ity, n., farc-ic-al-ly, a.dv.,farc-ic-al-ness, n.

&rce, tr. v., to stuff, season. — ME. farcen, far-

sen, fr. OF. farsir (F. farcir), fr. L. farclre, 'to

stuff, cram'. See farce, n., and cp. force, 'to stuff'.

Derivative: /arc-i/ig-, n.

iarceur, n., a joker. — F., fr. farce. See farce, n.

fiarcy, n., a disease of horses. — F. farcin, fr. L.

farcimen, 'sausage; a disease of horses', fr.

farclre, 'to stuff, cram'. See farce, v. and n.

fard, n., paint for the face (.archaic). — F. fard,

'paint', fr. farder, 'to paint', prob. fr. Frankish

*farwidhon, 'to dye' (cp. OHG. farawen, of

s.m., fr. farawa, 'appearance, color', whence
MHG. varwe, of s.m., G. Farbe, 'color'.

Derivative: /orrf, tr. v.

575 farthingale

fardel, n., a bundle; a burden. — OF. fardel

(F. fardeau), dimin. oi farde, fr. Arab, farda^,

in vulgar pronunciation fdrde, 'package'.

fardel, n., the fourth part. — Haplologic con-

traction of OE. feorda dxl, 'fourth part'. See

fourth and deal, 'to distribute', and cp. farl.

Cp. also firkin.

fare, intr. v., to prosper. — ME. faren, 'to go,

travel', fr. OE. faran, rel. to OS., OHG., Goth.

faran, ON., OFris. fara, Du. varen, MHG. varn,

G. fahren, of s.m., fr. Teut. base *far-, which

corresponds to I.-E. *per-, 'to pass over',

whence OI. piparti, 'brings over', pdrdyati, 'car-

ries over', Gk. 7t6po5, 'passage, way', Ttopciisiv,

'to bring, carry, convey*, irlpav, 'beyond',

Ttepav, 'to press through', Tteipsiv (for *7ir£piEiv),

'to penetrate', Ttsipa, Lesb. ireppa (for *v:i^vx),

'trial, attempt', ^n-TTsipoi;, 'experienced, skillful',

L. peritus, 'experienced', experlrl, 'to pass

through, enpenencc', perlculum, 'danger', portoi,

'harbor', portdre, 'to carry'. Arm. hordan, 'to

go away', Alb. pruva, prura, 'he brought, led'.

Cp. far, fere, ferry, firk, ford, fUhrer, the first

element in Ferdinand, and the second element

in fieldfare, welfare and in chaffer, gaberdine.

Cp. also apeiron, emporium, experience, expert,

opportime, per, peril, peroneal, porch, pore,

Porpita, port, 'to carry (a rifle)', port, 'harbor',

port, 'gate', porter, portico.

Derivatives: fare, n. (q.v.), far-er, n.

fare, n., passage, transportation. — ME., fr. OE.

faru, 'journey, expedition, baggage', rel. to

OE. faran, 'to go, travel'. See fare, v.

farewell, interj.— Orig. written in two words/are

well. See fare, v., and well, adv., and cp. welfare.

Derivatives : yiirewi?//, n. and adj.

farina, n., meal, flour. — L. farina, 'ground meal

or flour', for *farrlna, fr. far, gen. farris, 'coarse

grain, com, meal', which is cogn. with ON.
barr, OE. bere, 'barley', Goth, barizeins, 'of

barley', and prob. also with Russ. bor\ 'a kind of

millet', Olr. bairgen, W., Co., Bret, bara, 'bread',

OSlav. braSlno, 'food', Russ. bdroSno, 'rye meal'.

Cp. farrage, confarreation. Cp. also barley, bam,

barton.

farinaceous, adj., containing meal; resembling

meal. — Late L. farindceus, fr. L. farina. See

farina and -aceous.

farinose, adj., yielding farina; resembling farina.

— Late L. farlndsus, fr. L. farina. See farina and

adj. suff. -ose.

-farious, combining form meaning -'fold'. — L.

-fdrius. See bi£arioiis and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

farl, n., a thin cake of oatmeal. — The orig.

meaning was 'the fourth part (of a cake); con-

tracted fr. fardel, 'the fourth part' (q.v.)

farm, n. — ME. ferme, 'rent, lease', fr. MF.
(= F.) ferme, 'lease', fr. ML.firma, 'fixed pay-

ment', fr. L.firmdre, 'to strenghten, fix, establish',

fr. firmus, 'strong, fixed, firm". See firm, adj.

Derivatives: /ormer (q.v.), farm-ing, n.

farmer, n. — ME. fermour, fr. AF. fermer, cor-

responding to F. fermier, fr. ML. firmdrius'

ir.firma. See prec .word and agential suff. -er. In

some meanings, the nounfarmer derives directly

from the noun farm.

faro, n., a gambling game at cards. — So called

because the picture of the Egyptian Pharaoh

was formerly represented on one of the cards.

See Pharaoh.

far-off, adj., remote. — Fr. far, adv., and off;

first used by Shakespeare.

farouche, adj., shy, wild. — F., 'wild, fierce, sa-

vage', fr. OF. faroche, fr. forasche, fr. Late L.

forasticus, 'foreign, strange', whence developed

the sense of 'fierce, wild'. Late L. forasticus

derives fr. L. fords, 'out of doors, out', which is

related to L. foris, 'outside'. See door and cp.

foreign, forisfamiliate, dehors.

farraginous, adj., forming a medley. — Formed

with suff. -ous fr. L. farrdgo, gen. -ginis. See

next word.

farrago, n
.
, a medley.— L.farrago, 'mixed fodder'

,

fr. far, gen. farris, 'coarse grain, corn, meal'.

See farina and cp. prec. word.

farrier, n., i) one who shoes horses; a blacksmith;

2) (archaic) a veterinary surgeon. — ME. fer-

rour, fr. OF. ferrier, fr. L. ferrdnus, 'black-

smith', fr. ferrum, 'iron', fr. *fersom, a word

of Sem. origin. Cp. Heb.-Phoen. barzel, Syr.

parzHd, Akkad. parzillu, 'iron'. According to

my opinion, the loss of the Sem. ending -el,

resp. -illu is prob. due to its having been mis-

taken for the Latin dimin. suff. -ellus, -illus and

consequently dropped. It is very probable that

the Etruscans who coming from Asia Minor

settled in Etruria, served as mediators, a sup-

position rendered probable by the circumstance

that in Europe, iron appears for the first time

in Etruria. Cp. ferro-. Cp. also brass, brazen.

Derivatives
:
/amer, intr. \., farrier-y, n.

farrow, n., a litter of pigs. — OE. fearh, 'young

pig', rel. to OHG. farh, farah, 'pig', farhili(n),

MHG. verhelln, G. Ferkel, 'little pig', and cog-

nate with L. porcus, 'pig'. See pork and cp. the

second element in aardvark.

Derivatives: /arrow, adj. and tr. and intr. v.

farther, adj. and adv., compar of far. — A blend

of ME. ferrer, compar. offer, 'far', and further.

See far and cp. forth and farthest.

Derivative : farther, adv.

farthest, adj. and adv. — A blend of furthest and

farther,

farthing, n., the fourth part of a penny. — ME.
ferthing, fr. OE. feordung, lit., 'a little fourth',

fr. OE. feorda, 'fourth', fr. feower, 'four'. See

four and subst. suff. -ing and cp. fourth,

farthingale, n., a hooped petticoat. — ME. var-

dingale, fr. OF. verdugale (F. vertugade, ver-

tugadin), fr. Sp. verdugado, 'hooped; hoopskirt',

fr. verdugo, 'young shoot of a tree; hoop for

a ring', fr. verde, 'green', fr. L. viridis, 'green'.

See viridity.



fasces

fasces, n. pi., a bundle of rods containing an ax,

carried before Roman magistrates, as a symbol
of authority. — L. fasces, 'bundles', pi. of

fascis, prob. cogn. with Mir. base, 'neckband',

W. baich, 'load, burden', OBrit. bascauda, 'rins-

ing bowl of brass', Maced. Gk. paoxtot (pL),

'bimdle of wood', OE. bsest, 'inner bark of the

linden tree'. See bast and cp. basket. Cp. also

fascia, fascicule, Fascism, fess.

fascia, n., band; a horizontal part of the archi-

trave (archit.) — L., 'band, fillet, bundle', fr.

fascis, 'bundle'. See prec. word.

fasciate, fasciated, adj., bound with a band;

grown together. — L. fascidtus, pp. of fascidre,

'to bind with a band, to swathe', fr. fascia. See

prec. word and the adj. suffixes -ate and -ed.

Derivatives: fasciate-ly, adv., fasciate-ly, adv.,

fasciat-ion, n.

fascicle, n., i) a small bunch {bot,)\ 2) an install-

ment of a book published in parts. — L.

fasciculus, 'a small bundle, a bunch', dimin. of

fascis. See fasces and cp. fascicule.

fascicular, adj., pertaining to a fascicle. —
Formed with suff. -ar, fr. L. fasciculus. See

prec. word.

fasciculate, adj., fascicular. — See prec. word
and adj. sulT. -ate.

Derivatives: fasciculat-ed, adj., fasciculate-ly,

adv., fasciculat-ion, n.

fascicule, n., fascicle.— L. fasciculus. See fascicle.

fascinate, tr. v., to attract, charm. — L. fasci-

ndtus, pp. of fascindre, 'to enchant, bewitch,

charm', fr. fascinum, 'charm, witchcraft', which

was prob. borrowed fr. Gk. prftcrxavo;, 'sorcer-

er', but was later formally associated with L.

fan, 'to speak', or with L. fascis, 'bundle'. Gk.
pdccjxavoi; (whence Paorxatveiv, 'to bewitch'),

prob. derives from a Northern—possibly

Thracian—equivalent of Gk. 9ix<jx£iv, 'to say',

fr. I.-E. *bh'-sk6-, pres. tense enlargement of

base *bhd; 'to speak', whence Gk. fr\\A, 'I say',

9Y)|x7j, 'a voice, report', L. fdma, 'report, rumor,

tradition, reputation', fdrX, 'to speak'. See fame

and verbal suff. -ate. L. fascinum is not related

to L. fascis, 'bundle'. See Walde-Hofmann,
LEW., I, 459, and Frisk, GEW., I, 223-224. For
the sense development of Gk. pdtcjxavo?, 'sor-

cerer', PaiTxaiveiv, 'to bewitch', from a base

meaning 'to speak', cp. G. besprechen, 'to speak

of; to charm', fr. sprechen, 'to speak'.

Derivatives: fascinat-ed, adv., fascinat-ed-ly,

adv., fascinat-ed-ness, n., fascinat-ing, adj.,

fascinat-ing-ly, adv., fascination (q.v.), fascinat-

ive, adj., fascinat-or, n.

fascination, n. — h.fascindtid, gen. -onis, fr.fasci-

ndtus, pp. oi fascindre. See prec. word and -ion.

fascine, n., a bundle of sticks used to fill ditches,

etc. — F., fr. L. fascina, 'a bundle of sticks,

fagot', ir. fascis, 'a bundle'. See fasces and subst.

sufT. -inc.

Fascism, n. — It. fascismo, formed fr. fascia,

'bundle; political group, organization', fr. L.
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fasces, 'bundle', with suff. -ismo (= L. -ismus).

See fasces and -ism.

Fascist, n. — It. fascista, formed fr. fascia with

suff. -ista (representing Gk. -icr-r^i;). See prec.

word and -ist.

Derivatives
:
/arewf,/(wcw?-/c, a.dis.,fascist-ic-al-

ly, adv.

fesh, tr. and intr. v., to worry. — OF. fascher

(F. fdcher), fr. VL. *fasticdre (whence also

OProven?. fustic, 'disgust', fastigos, 'disdain-

ful'), alteration of *fastididre, fr. L.fastidire, 'to

feel .disgust, to loathe', fr. fastidium, 'distaste,

disgust'. See fastidious.

Derivative : fash, n.

fashion, n. — ME. faciun, fasoun, fassoun, fr. OF.

fafon, faceon (= F.fafon), fr. L.factionem, ace.

offactid, 'a making; a faction', fr.factus, pp. of

facere, 'to make, do'. See fact and cp. faction,

which is a doublet offashion.

Derivatives: fashion, tr. v., fashion-able, adj.,

fashion-able-ness, n., fashion-abil-ity, n.,fashion-

abl-y, adv.,fashion-ed, adj., fashion-er, n., fash-

ion-ist, n., fashion-ize, tr. v.

fast, adj., fixed, established, firm; swift. — ME.
fast, fr. OE. fiest, rel. to ON. fastr, OS., ODu.
fast, Dan., Swed., Du. vast, OFris. fest, OS.,

OVLG.festi, MHG. vest, veste, G.fest, fr. I.-E.

base *past-, 'firm', whence also Arm. hast, 'fast,

firm', and OI. pastydm, 'dwelling place', orig.

'a firm, established place'. Cp. fast, 'abstinence

from food'. Cp. also avast.

Derivatives: fast, adj. and adv., fasten (q.v.),

fast-ish, adj., fastness (q.v.)

fast, intr. v., to abstain from food.— ME, fasten,

fr. OE. fsstan, 'to abstain from food', rel. to

ON, fasta, OHG. fasten, MHG. vasten, G. fas-

ten, Goth. {ga)fastan. These verbs orig. meant

'to hold firmly'. They are related to the adjective

fast (q.v.)

Derivatives
:
/a,sr, n.,fast-er, vi., fast-ing, n. and

adj., fast-ing-Iy, adv.

fasten, tr. and intr. v. — ME, fastnen, festnen,

fr. OE. fxstnian, 'to fasten, fix; to conclude

(peace); to ratify', fr. fxst, 'fix'. See fast, adj.,

and verbal suff. -en.

Derivatives : fasten-er, n., fasten-ing, n.

fasti, n, pi., a chronological register of events. —
L. fasti, 'a day on which courts could be held,

a calendar', pi. of fdstus, orig. 'a day on which

it is allowed to speak', rel. to fds, 'divine law'

(lit, 'utterance'),/an, 'to speak, to utter'. See fame.

fastidious, adj., hard to please. — L. fastidiosus,

'full of disgust, disdainful', fr. fastidium, 'dis-

taste, squeamishness, loathing', which is a hap-

lologic contraction of *fasti-tidium, fr, fastus,

gen, -ds, 'pride, haughtiness, arrogance', and

taedium, 'weariness, tediousness'. The first ele-

ment of this compound is of uncertain origin.

It is perh. rel. to the first element in L. fastigium,

'gable, end' ; see next word and cp. fash. For the

second element see tedium, for the ending see

suff. -ous.

r>eTivatives:fastidious-ly,ad\.,fastidious-ness,n.

fastigiate, adj., rising toward a point. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. fastigium, 'gable end,

top, summit; highest degree', which prob.

stands for *farstigium, and lit. means 'driving

to the top'. The first element of this compound
is cogn, with OI. bhfstih, 'point, spike', OE.

byrst, ON., OHG. burst, 'bristle', OE. brord,

'prickle, top, germ', Olr. barr, 'top, summit,

spear, foliage, tuft', W., Co. bar, Bret, barr,

'summit', Mir. brot, 'prick, prickle', OSlav.

brUzda, 'bridle, rein', OE. bsrs, bears, 'barse'.

See bur and cp, fastuous. Cp. also bar, 'maigre',

barse, bass, 'perch', beard, 'device for cleaning',

bristle. The second element in h. fastigium is rel.

to agere, 'to drive'. See agent and cp. the second

element in castigate and in words there re-

ferred to.

fastness, n. — ME. fastnesse, fr. OE. fxstnes, fr.

fsest, 'fast'. See fast, adj., and -ness.

fastuous, adj., proud, arrogant, ostentatious. —

-

F. fastueux (fem. fastueuse), fr. L. fastudsus, a

collateral form of fastdsus, 'proud, haughty,

arrogant', fr, fastus, gen, -lis, 'pride, haughti-

ness, arrogance'. See fastigiate and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives : fastuous-ly, adv., fastuous-ness, n.

fat, adj.— ME.fatt,fat, fr. OE./*H, contraction

offietted, pp. offiettian, 'to fatten', rel. to ON.
feitr, OFris. fatt, fet, MLG., MDu., Du. vet,

OHG. fei5it, MHG. vei3(,e)t, G. feist, 'fat' (G.

fett, 'fat', is a LG. loan word). These adjectives

are prop. pps. of Teut. *faitian, 'to feed, fatten'

(appearing in ON. feita, OHG. feisen), fr. I.-E.

base *poid-, *pld-, 'to abound in water, milk,

fat, etc.', whence also Gk, TrlSueiv, 'to gush

forth', KlSa^, 'spring, fountain', TrlSTjeii;, 'rich

in springs'. Base *poid-, *ptd-, is a -rf-enlarge-

ment of base *poi-, *pl-, 'sap, juice; to abound

in sap or juice, etc.', whence OI. pdyate, 'swells,

exuberates', pdyas-, 'water, milk', Lith. pienas,

'milk*. Cp. 01. pitih, 'juice, sap, resin, drink',

pivan, 'fat, fatty', ptvah 'fat, grease', Gk. ttCtu?,

'the pine tree', icfov, 'fat, wealthy', map, 'fat,

tallow', tciixsXy), 'fat', Trtoaa (for *7tixia), 'pitch',

L. pinguis, 'fat', pituita, 'slime, phlegm, viscous

moisture', L. pix, 'pitch', opimus, 'fat, fertile,

rich', which also derive from enlargements of

base *poi-, *pi-. Cp. pay, 'to coat with pitch',

pimelosis, pinguid, pip, pitch, 'a resinous sub-

stance', pituitary and the second element in

propionic Cp. also pine, the tree, and words

there referred to.

Derivatives: fat, n., fat, v. (q.v.), fat-less, adj.,

fat-ling, n., fat-?iess,n.,fatt-en,ti.\'.,fatt-ish,adj.,

fatt-ish-ness, n., fatt-y, adj., fatt-i-ly, adv., fatt-

i-ness, n.

fat, tr. and intr. v. — ME. fatten, fr. OE. fiettian,

'to grow fat', ft.fStt, 'fat'. See fat, adj.

fat, n., vessel. — ME. fat, fr. OE. fxt; a var. of

at (q.v.) Cp. fettle,

fatal, adj..— OF. (= F.) fatal, fr. h.fatdlis, 'or-

dained by fate', fr. fdtum, 'fate'. See fate and
adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: fatal-ism, n., fatal-ist, n., fatal-ist-

ic, adj., fatal-ist-ic-al-ly, adv., fatality (q.v.)

fatality, n. — F. fatalite, fr. VL. fdtdlitdtem, ace.

of fdtdlitds, 'fatal necessity', fr. L, fdtdlis. See

prec. word and -ity.

lata morgana, mirage. — It. ; a name orig. given

to the mirages that are often to be seen in the

streets of Messina. The name lit. means 'the

fairy Morgana' ; Morgana itself derives fr. Arab.

marjin, 'pearl', used also as a female name, and

is to be explained from the Arabic popular

belief which ascribes mirages to the work of the

sorceress Marjdn. See feiry and margaric,

marguerite.

fete, n.— ME., fr. OF. fate, fr. L. fdtum, 'oracle,

fate, destiny', lit. 'that which is spoken', neut.

pp. of for, fdri, 'to speak; to foretell', used as

a noun, rel. to fdma, 'report, nomor, tradition,

reputation'. See feme and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also fandango and the second ele-

ment in Boniface, mauvais.

Derivative: fat-ed, adj.

feteful, adj. — Coined by the English poet

Alexander Pope (1688-1744) fr. fate and -ful.

Derivatives :/a/e/«/-/>', aA\ ., fateful-ness, n.

father, n. — ME. fader, fr, OE, feeder, rel. to OS.

fadar, ON. fadir, Dan,, Swed. fader, OFris,

feder, Du. voder, OHG. fater, MHG., G. vater,

Goth, fadar (occurring only dnce), and cogn.

with 01. pilar-, Toch. A pdcar, B pacer. Arm.

hayr, Gk. narnp, L. pater, Olr. athir, 'father'.

All these sNotds are traceable to pa, a child's

word for 'father'. Cp. pater, 'father'. Cp. also

expatriate, impetrate, Jupiter, padre, parricide,

patriarch. Patrician, patrimony, patron, pattern,

pire, perpetrate, repair, 'to resort', repatriate.

Derivatives :/a/Aer, tr. \., father-hood, n., father-

land (q.v.), father-less, ad]., father-ly, adj.,

father-li-ness,n.

fetherland, n. — Loan translation of G. Vater-

land, which itself is a loan translation of L.

patria (scU. terra), 'native land', lit. 'father's

land'.

fethom, n. — ME. fadme, fathme, 'fathom, the

outstretched arms', fr. OE. fxdm, 'the out-

stretched arms, embrace, bosom, fathom', rel.

to OH.fadrw, 'embrace, bosom', OFris. /e/A«m,

'thread', OS. fathmos (pi.), 'the outstretched

arms, fathom', OHG. fadum, fadam, MHG.
vadem, vaden, G. Faden, 'thread', Dan. favn,

Norw., Swed. /omn, 'fathom', fr. Teut. *fa]>-ma,

'embrace', corresponding to I.-E. *pet-'md,

whence—with the regular loss of the initial p—
OW. elem, W. edaf, 'thread'; fr. I.-E. base *pet-,

'to spread', which occurs also in Gk. Trerawuvai,

'to spread out', TriraXov, 'leaf, L. patere, 'to

be open', patera, 'a broad flat dish used in

offerings', palulus, 'extended, open', passus (for

*pat-tus), 'step, pace', pandere, 'to spread out',

lAth.petys, OPi}iss.pettis, 'shoulder'. Cp. fother.



'a weight'. Cp. also expand, expanse, pace,
pan, 'a broad vessel', pandiculation, pandy,
passage, passim, passport, paten, patent, patera,

patibulary, patina, patio, patulous, petal, petalon,

Petasites, petasus, sur- pass, trespass.

Derivatives :/artom, tr. v. {c^.v.), fathom-age, n.,

fathom-er, n., fathom-less, adj., fathom-less-ly,

adv., fathom-less-ness, n.

fathom, tr. v. — ME. fadmen, fathmen, it. OE.
fxdmian, 'to embrace, surround, envelop', fr.

fsedm. See fathom, n.

fatidic, fatidical, adj., prophetic. — L. fcitidicus,

'predicting future events, prophetic, prophe-
sying', compounded oi fdtum, 'prophecy, fate,

destiny', and dlcere, 'to say, tell'. See fate and
diction.

fatigue, n. — F., back formation fr. fatiguer, 'to

fatigue', fr. L. fatlgdre, 'to weary, tire, vex,

worry', fr. *fati-agos, *fati-igos, 'driving toward
exhaustion', fr. *fati, 'exhaustion, weariness',

and agere, 'to drive'. *Fa-ti, the first element of
this compound is rel. to af-fatim (whence with
back formation fatim), 'sufficiently' (lit. 'to

weariness'). For the second element see agent,

adj., and cp. the second element in castigate and
in words there referred to. Cp. also indefatigable.

fatigue, tr. v. -- F. fatiguer. See fatigue, n.

Derivatives: fatigue-less, adj., fatigu-ing, adj.,

fatigu-ing-ly, adv.

fatuity, n., silliness, foolishness. — F. fatuite, fr.

L. fatuitatem, ace. of fatuitds, 'foolishness,

folly', fr. fatuus. See next word and -ity.

fatuous, adj., silly, foolish. — l.. fatuus, 'foolish,

silly, simple; tasteless'. See fade and cp. in-

fatuate. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

Derivatives: fatuous-ly, adv., fatuous-ness, n.

faubourg, n., outskirts, suburb. — ME. faubourg,
fabour, fr. MF. faux bourg (F. faubourg), fr.

OF. forsbourc, lit. 'that which is outside of the

town', fr. OF. pref. fors, 'outside' (fr. L. foris)

and bourc, 'town'; see forum and borough. The
change of OF. forsbourc to F. faubourg (MF.
faux bourg), lit. 'a false town', is due to folk

etymology; the suburb was looked upon as a
not genuine town.

faucal, adj., pertaining to the upper part of the

throat. — Formed with adj. suflT. -al fr. L.

fauces, 'the upper part of the throat', which is

of uncertain origin. Cp. suffocate.

fauces, n. pi., the cavity at the back of the mouth,
leading to the pharynx (anat.) — L. See prec.

word.

faucet, n., a tap for drawing liquid. — F. fausset,

'vent plug', fr.fausser, "to make false, to falsify',

fr. Late L. fatsdre, fr. L. falsus. See false and -et.

faucitis, n., inflammation of the fauces (med.) —
A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. fauces and -Itis,

a suff. of Greek origin.

faugh, interj.; an cxclam,.,ion of disgust or
abhorrence. ~ Imitative.

faujaslte, n., a naii.dm, calcium and aluminum
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silicate (mineral.) — Named after the French
geologist Barth^lemy Faujas de Saint-Fond
(1741-1819). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

fault, n. — ME. faute, fr. OF. (= F.) faute, fr.

VL. *fallita, fem. pp. offallere, 'to deceive, dis-

appoint; to fail'; see fafl, v., and cp. default.
The / in fault is intrusive and was originally
mute in pronunciation; its insertion into the
word is due to the influence of L. fallere. For
the insertion of the / cp. vault.

Derivatives: fault, intr. v., fault-ful, adj., fault-
ful-ly, adv., fault-ing', n., fault-less, adj., fault-
less-ly, adv., fault-y, adj., faulti-ly, adv., fault-
i-ness, n.

faun, n., one of a class of deities represented with
horns, pointed ears and goat's feet. — L. Fau-
nus. See fauna.

Fauna, n., sister of Faunus (Greek mythol.) —
See next word.

fauna, n., a collective name for the animals of a
certain region or time. — ModL., fr. L. Fauna,
goddess of fruitfulness in Roman mythology,
sister of Faunus. These names are of uncertain
origin. They are perh. cogn. with Gk. a^auvo?
(Hesychius), 'wild beast', lUyr. Aauvo?, Daunus
(name of a fabulous king said to have reigned
in a part of Apulia), fr. I.-E. *dhau-no-, 'wild
beast, strangler', enlargement of base *dhau-, 'to

strangle', whence OSlav. davljg, daviti, 'to

strangle', Goth, af-dau-ips, 'maltreated'. Cp.
faun, Faunus, Fauna. Cp. also avifauna. Cp. also
Thos. The name fauna was introduced into
zoology by the Swedish botanist Carolus Lin-
naeus (Karl von Linne (1707-78); cp. flora.

Derivatives :/aMn-(7/, adj., pertaining to the fau-
na; /a«n-K/, n., a student of fauna, /a«n-w/-/c-
al-ly, adv.

faunology, n., zoogeography. — A hybrid coined
fr. fauna and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyoc,, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals
(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Faunus, n., an Italian deity of agriculture; iden-
tified later with Pan. — L. See Fauna, fauna.

fauteuil, n., an armchair. — F., fr. OF. falde-
stoel, faldestueil, faudeteuil, fr. Prankish *faldi-

stot, which is rel. to OHG. faldstuol. See fald-

stool. U. faldistorio, 'faldstool', OProven<;. falde-
stol, 'armchair, chorister's desk, lectern', and
Sp. facistol, 'chorister's desk, lectern', are also
Teut, loan words.

fiaux pas, a mistake, blunder. — F., lit. 'false

step'. See false and pace.

favel, adj., fallow (said of a horse). — OF. favel,

fauvet, fr. WTeut. *falwa, whence also OF.
falve (F. fauve), OProven?. falp. It. falbo, 'fal-

low, tawny'. Cp. OHG. falo, 'fallow, tawny,
pale', and see fallow, adj.

Derivative: favel, n.

favonian, adj., pertaining to the west wind. —
L. Favdnidnus, fr. Favdnius, 'west wind'. See next
word.

Favonius, n., personification of the west wind
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(Roman mythol.)— L. Favdnius, 'west wind', dis-

similated fr. *fovdnius, lit. 'the warming wind',

h.fovere, 'to warm'. Cp. favitia, 'glowing ashes',

which stands for *fovilta, hence is of the same

base. See foment and cp. Foehn. Favdnius is not

rel. to L. favere, 'to favor'.

favor, favour, n. — ME. favor, favour, fr. OF.

favor, favour (F. faveur), fr. L. favdrem, ace. of

favor, 'good will, inclination, favor', coined by

Cicero from the stem of L. favere, 'to be in-

clined toward, be favorable, befriend', which is

prob. cogn. with OSlav. govejg, goveti, Czech.

hoveti, 'to indulge, spare'.

favor, favour, tr. v. — OF. favorer, fr. favor, fa-

vour, 'favor'. See favor, n.

Derivatives: favo(u)r-ed, adj., favo(u)r-ed-ly,

ad\.,favo(u)r-ed-ness, n.,favo(u)r-er, n.,favo(u)r-

ing, adj., favo(u)r-ing-ly, adv.

favorable, favourable, adj. — F. favorable, fr.

L. favdrdhitis, 'favored, in favor', fr. favor. See

favor, n., and -able.

Derivatives : favo(u)rable-ness, n., favo(u)rabl-y,

adv.

favorite, favourite, adj. — F. favori (fem. favo-

rite), fr. It. favorito, pp. of favorire, 'to favor',

fr. favore, fr. L. favdrem. See favor, n.

Derivative : favo(u)rit-ism, n.

favose, adj., resembling a honeycomb. — L.

favdsus, fr. favus, 'honeycomb'. See next word

and adj. suff. -ose.

favus, n., a skin disease caused by a parasitic

fungus (med.) — L. favus, 'honeycomb', of

uncertain origin; so called in allusion to the

depressions left on the scalp.

fawn, n., a young deer. — ME. foun, fr. OF.

feon, faon, 'the young of an animal', esp. 'a

young deer' (whence F. faon, 'a young deer'),

fr. VL. *fetdnem, ace. of *fetd, fr. I., fetus, 'an

offspring'. Cp. OProven?. fedon, 'lamb', and see

fetus.

Derivatives: fawn, adj., fawn-colored: fawn,

intr. and tr. v., to give birth (to a fawn).

fawn, intr. v., to act in a servile manner, cringe.

— ME. faunen, 'to rejoice, flatter', fr. OE.fage-

nian, fagnian, fahnian, collateral forms of OE.

fsegenian, fuegnian, 'to rejoice', fr. fagen, resp.

fxgen, 'glad'. See fain.

Derivatives
:
/awn-f?/-, n.,fawn-ery, n.,fawn-ing-

ly, adv., fawn-ing-ness, n.

fay, tr. and intr. v., to join, to fit. — ME. fegen,

feien, fr. OE. fegan, 'to join', rel. to OS. fdgian,

OEn%. fdgia, MDu. voeghen, Du. voegen, OHG.
fuogen, MHG. viiegen, G. fiigen, 'to join, fit,

unite', and cognate with OI. pas-, pdsa-, 'cord,

rope', Gk. jrrjYvuvai, 'to tix, make firm", L.

paclsci, 'to covenant, make a treaty, agree, sti-

pulate', pax, gen. pads, 'peace'. See pact.

fay, fairy. — OF. fae (E.fee), fr. \L.fdta, 'god-

dess of fate', fr. L. fdtum, 'fate', prop. neut. pp.

oifdri, 'to speak'. Cp. It. fata, OProveng. fada,

Sp. hada, 'fairy', and see fairy. Cp. also fata

morgana.

Fay, fem. FN. — Either fr. ME. fei, fr. OF. fei

(F. foi), 'faith' (see faith and cp. Faith), or iden-

tical with fay, 'fairy'.

feague, tr. v., to whip, beat (obsot.) — Prob. fr.

Du. vegen, or G. fegen, 'to sweep'. See fay, v.,

and cp. fake.

feal, adj., faithful. — OF. feal, a collateral form

of feeil, fr. L. fidelis, 'faithful'. See fidelity and

cp. next word.

fealty, n. ~ OF. fealte, feelte, fr. L. fidelitdtem,

ace. of ftdelitds, 'fidelity'. See fidelity, which is

a doublet of fealty.

fear, n. — ME. fere, feer, fr. OE. fser, 'sudden

danger, calamity', rel. to OS.fdr, 'ambush', ON.

far, 'harm, distress, deception', Du. gevaar,

'danger', OHG. /ara, MHG. vare, 'ambush, evil

intent', MHG. gevdre, 'treachery', G. Gefahr,

'danger', and cogn. with Gk. ireipa, 'trial,

attempt, experience', e|i-7rsipoi;, 'experienced',

L. periculum, 'trial, experiment, risk, danger'.

See peril and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also afeard.

Derivatives: /car-/"/, s.d].,fear-ful-ly, a.d\.,fear-

ful-ness, n., fear-less, a.di.,fear-less-ly, adv.,fear-

less-ness, n., fear-some, ad}., fear-some-ly, adv.,

fear-some-ness, n.

fear, tr. and intr. v. — ME. feren, 'to frighten;

to be afraid', fr. OE. fieren, 'to alarm, terrify',

fr. fxr, 'sudden danger'. See fear, n.

Derivatives: fear-er, n., fear-ing-ly, adv.

feasance, n., the doing of a condition, duty (law).

— AF. fesance, corresponding to OF. (= F.)

faisance, which derives fr. OF., F. faisant, pres.

part, of faire, 'to make, do', fr. L. facere. See

fact and cp. malfeasance, misfeasance, non-

feasance.

feasible, adj., that can be done.— ME. faisible, fr.

OF. faisible, fr. fais-, imperf. stem of faire, 'to

make, do', fr. L. facere. See prec. word and

-ible.

Derivatives: /(?ai/6(7-''>', n., feasihi-y, adv.

feast, n. — OF. feste (F. fete), 'festival, feast',

fr. WL.festa (scil. dies), 'festival, feast, holiday',

fem. of the Latin adiecU\e feslus, 'solemn, fes-

tive, joyous' ; which is rel. to OL. fesiae (whence

L. feriae), 'holidays, festivals', /«««m (for *fas-

nom), 'a consecrated place'. Cp. h.festa, OPro-

veng., Catal., Pon. festa, Sp. fiesta, 'feast, holi-

day', and see fane, feria. Cp. also festival, fes-

tive, festoon, Festus, fite. The above Latin

words derive fr. l.-E. base *dhes- (= L. *fes-,

*fas-), 'holy', whence also Gk. S^eo;, 'god', OI.

dhisnyah, 'pious, devoted". See ist theism and

cp. words there referred to.

feast, intr. and tr. v. -- ME. festeii, fr. OF. fester

(F. filer), ft. feste, 'festival, feast". See feast, n.

feat, n., a deed. — ME. fail,fet, fr. OF. fait, fet

(F. fait), fr. L. factum, 'deed', neut. pp. of

facere, 'to make, do', used as a noun. See fact,

which is a doublet of feat, and cp. feat, adj.,

and feature.

feat, adj., neat, dexterous (archaic). — ME. fete.



feather

fr. OF. fail, fet, 'made', fr. L. factus, pp. of
facere. See feat, n.

Derivative: yea?-(y, adv.

feather, n. — ME. fether, fr. OE. feder, rel. to

OS. fethara, ON. fjodr, Swed. fjdder, Norw.
.//0^ Dan. fjxr, MLG., MDu. verfere, veder

Du. verfer, veer, OHG. fedara, MHG. verfere,

verfec, G. Feder, fr. Teut. *fep{a)rd-, correspond-

ing to I.-E. *petrd-, zero degree *ptera-,

'wing; feather', whence OI. pdtram, 'wing,

feather; leaf, Hitt. pittar, 'wing', Gk. 7tTep6v,

'feather; wing', Tcxepu^, 'wing', OSlav. />era (for

*ptero), 'feather'. Arm. t'ir (for *pter-), 'flight',

OW. eterin, 'bird', atar, 'birds', and the

second element in L. acci-piter, 'hawk'; fr.

I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, fall upon, fall', whence
also OI. pdtati, 'flies, descends', patdyati, 'flies',

Gk. TrsTEoftat, 'to fly', tiott], :r6T/5|j,a, 'flight',

TTOTajxoi;, 'river', lit. 'something flowing, run-
ning', TtlTtTsiv, 'to fair (formed fr. orig. *7tl-

TTTEiv on analogy of pfTrxeiv, 'to throw, cast'),

L. petere, 'to fall upon, rush at, attack, assail

;

to seek, ask, request', pema (OL. pesna; for

pet-s-nd), 'feather', Olr. en, gen. eoin (for *pet-

nos), ModW. edn, OBret. etn, 'bird'. Cp. Acci-

piter, appetence, appetite, aptote, asymptote,

compete, diptote, fern, helicopter, hippopotamus,
impetigo, impetus, malabathrum, Mesopotamia,
pen, 'feather", pennate, pennon, peripeteia, peri-

pteral, perpetual, Petaurista, petition, petulant,

pinion, 'distal segment of a bird's wing', pota-

mo-, propitious, pteno-, pteridium, Pteris, ptero-,

pterygium, ptomaine, ptosis, repeat, repetition,

symptom, talipot, triptote.

feather, tr. and intr. v. — ME. fetheren, fr.

OE. gefiderian, fr. feder, 'feather'. See feather, n.

Derivative
: /ea/Aer-eo', adj., feather-let, n.

feature, n. — ME. feture, 'shape, form, feature',

fr. OF. failure, felure, 'fashion, shape, form',

fr. L. faclura, 'something made', fr. faclus, pp.
of facere, 'to make, do'. See fact and -ure.

Derivatives: /ca/wre, tr. \., feature-less, adj.

febri-, combining form meaning 'fever'. — L.

febri-, fr. fehris, 'fever'. See fever.

febrifugal, adj., dispelling fever. — See next word
and adj. sufl". -al.

febrifuge, n., a remedy for allaying or removing
fever (med.) — F. febrifuge, lit. 'driving fever

away', fr. L. febris, 'fever', and fug-are, 'to put
to flight', fr. fug-ere, 'to flee'. See fever and
fugitive and cp. feverfew.

Henvative: fehrifug-al, adj.

febrile, adj., i) pertaining to fever; 2) feverish;

3) caused by fever. — F. febrile, fr. Late L. fe-
brilis, 'pertaining to fever', fr. L. febris, 'fever'.

See fever and -ile.

Derivative : febril-iiy, n.

February, n. — L. Februdrius, 'the month of puri-

fication', fr. februdre, 'to purify, expiate', fr. fe-
bruum, 'means of puriiication', which is of un-
certain origin. For the ending see suff'. -ary.

fecal, faecal, adj., pertaining to feces. — Formed
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with adj. suff. -al fr. L. faeces. See feces.

feces, faeces, n. pL, excrement. — L. faeces, pi.

of faex, 'dregs, sediment'; of uncertain origin.

Cp. fecula, feculent, defecate.

fecit, v., he (or she) made (it). — L., 3rd pers.

sing. perf. of facere, 'to make'., See fact.

feckless, adj., i) ineffective; 2) thoughtless. —
Scot., short for effectless. See effect and -less.

Derivatives
: feckless-ly, adv., feckless-ness, n.

fecula, n., starch. — L. faecula, 'burnt tartar,

salt of tartar', dimin. formed fr. faex, gen. fae-
cis, 'dregs'. See feces. For the ending see suff.

-ule.

feculence, n. — F. feculence, fr. L. faeculentia,

'dregs, lees', fr. faeculenlus. See next word and
-ce.

feculent, adj., muddy; foul. — F. feculent, fr.

L. faeculenlus, 'abounding in dregs', fr. faeces.

See feces and -ent.

fecund, adj., fruitful. — F. fecond, fr. L. fe-

cundus, 'fruitful, fertile', which is rel. to fe-nus,

'proceeds, increase', lit. 'that which is produced',

fe-ldre, 'to suck', fe-mina, 'a woman', fl-lius,

(for *fe-lios), 'son', fr. Latin base *fe-, cor-

responding to L-E. base *dhe{i)-, *d¥(i)-,

*dhi-, 'to suck, suckle'. See filial and cp. words
there referred to. For the suff. -cundus in L. fe-
cundus cp. fd-cundus, 'eloquent' (fr. fori, 'to

speak'), ird-cundus, 'irascible' (fr. ira, 'anger'),

jU-cundus, 'pleasant' (fr. juvdre, 'to help, aid,

delight'), rubi-cundus, 'reddish' (fr. rubere, 'to

be red'), vere-cundus, 'shamefaced' (fr. vereri,

'to observe with awe, revere'). Cp. jocund, rubi-

cund, verecund.

fecundate, tr. v., to make fecund; to impregnate.
— L. fecundatus, pp. of fecunddre, 'to make
fruitful, fertilize', fr. fecundus. See prec. word
and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives
:
/ectt/;£/a/-;on, n., fecundal-ive, adj.,

fecundalor (q.v.), fecundal-ory, adj.

fecundity, n., fruitfulness. — L.fecunditds, 'fruit-

fulness, fertility', fr. fecundas. See fecund and
-ity.

federal, adj. — F. federal, from L. foedus, gen.

foederis, 'league, treaty, covenant', which stands
in gradational relationship to fidere, 'to trust',

fidelis, 'true, faithful, sincere'. See fidelity and
cp. federate, confederate. For the ending see

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: federal, n., federalism (q.v.), feder-

alist (q.v.),federal-ize, tr. \.,federal-iz-ation, n.,

federal-ly, adv., federal-ness, n.

federalism, n., the principle of federal union. —
Coined by the English statesman and author
Edmund Burke (1729-97) fr. federal and suff.

-ism.

federalist, n., an adherent of federalism. —
Coined by Edmund Burke fr. federal and suff/

-ist. See prec. word.

federate, tr. v., to unite into a league or feder-

ation. — L. foederdtus, pp. of foederdre, 'to

establish by treaty', fr. foedus, gen. foederis.
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'treaty'. See federal and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: federat-ion, n., federation-ist, n.,

federat-ive, adj., federat-ive-ly, adv.

federate, adj., leagued; confederate. — h. foede-

rdtus, 'leagued together, allied', pp. oifoederdre.

See federate, v.

Fedora, fem. PN. — F. Fedora, fem. of Russ.

Fedor, fr. Gk. ©e^Stopo?, lit. 'gift of God', which

is compounded of §^£65, 'god', and Swpov, 'gift'.

See Theodore,

fedora, n., a kind of soft felt hat. — So called

from Fedora, a play written by Victorien Sardou

in 1882. For sense development cp. trilby.

fee, n., cattle; property; money {obsol.) — ME.

feoh, fr. OE. feoh, 'cattle, money, property,

wealth', rel. to OS. fehu, ON. fe, Dan. /«,

Swed. fd, OFris. fid, Du. vee, OHG. feho, fihu,

MHG. vihe, vich, G. Vieh, 'cattle', Goth. /a/Aw,

'money, fortune', and cogn. with OI. pdsu,

pasii, pasuh, Avestic pasu-, L. pecii, 'cattle',

pecus, gen. pecoris, 'cattle', pecus, gen. pecudis,

'a single head of cattle', pecunia, 'money, prop-

erty', Umbr. pequo, Lith. pekus, OPruss. pecku,

'cattle', fr. I.-E. base *peku-, 'the woolly ani-

mal', whence 'sheep, cattle, property, money'.

This base is an enlargement of base *pek-, 'to

pluck (wool or hair); hairy, woolly', whence

01. pdk?man, 'eyebrows, hair', Pers. pashm,

'wool'. Arm. asr, gen. asu, 'sheep's wool, fleece',

Gk. 7t£xo?, v:6y.o(;, Aeol. ti^xxo?, 'uncombed

wool, fleece', Gk. tt^xsw, Att. uextew, 'to

comb, shear', Gk. xTEt?, gen. xt£v6? (for

*pkten-), 'comb', L. pexus, 'woolly', peclere,

'to comb, shear', pecten, 'comb', pectus, gen.

pectoris, 'breast', Toch. A pdssdm, B pdscane

(dual.), 'the breasts' (prop, 'the hairy part of

the body'), OE. feax, OS., OHG. fahs, 'hair',

ON. fax, 'mane', OE. feohlan, 'to fight' (orig.

'to pluck, pull, scuffle'). Cp. fee, 'estate', fight,

and the first element in fellow. Cp. also cteno-,

pashm, paxwax, Pecora, pecten, pectinate, pec-

toral, peculate, pecuniary, impecunious, peignoir,

pekm, 'a civilian', petto, poitrel, and the second

element in parapet.

Derivative : fee, tr. v., to pay a fee to.

fee, n., estate. — AF. fee, fie, fr. OF. feu, fieu,

fiu, fr. ML. feum, fevum, a word of Teut. ori-

gin; cp. Goth, faihu, 'property', OHG. fihu,

'cattle'. See fee, 'cattle, money', and cp. feu,

feud, 'estate', fief, feodary, feoffee,

feeble, adj. — ME./eWc, fr. OF. feble (F.faible),

formed, with dissimilation, fr. L. flebilis, 'la-

mentable, doleful, mournful', lit. 'to be wept

over', fr. flere, 'to weep', which is of imitative

origin. Cp. It. fievole, OProven?. feble, 'weak',

which also derive fr. L. flebilis. Cp. also foible.

Derivatives: feeble-ness, n., feebl-ish, adj.,

feebl-y, adv.

feed, tr. and intr. v. — ME. feden, fr. OE.fedan,

rel. to OS. fodjan, ON. fada, OFris. feda,

OHG. fuotan, Goth, fodjan, 'to feed', Goth.

fodeins, OE. fdda, 'food'. See food.

felicitate

Derivatives: feed, n., feed-er, n., feed-ing, adj.,

feed-y, adj.

feel, tr. and intr. v. — ME. felen, fr. OE. felan,

rel. to OS. gi-folian, OFris. fela, MDu., Du.

voelen, OHG. fuolen, MHG. viielen, G. fiihien,

'to feel', ON. falma, 'to grope', and prob. cogn.

with 01. d-sphdlayati, 'he causes to collide,

strikes', Gk. ^iocXXeiv, 'to pluck, twitch the harp,

play on a stringed instrument', '!^a,'k\xrt, 'tune

played on a musical instrument', iJ;aX[jt6<;, 'a

plucking, twitching of the harp', later 'song,

psalm', 4ia>''"lP, 'harper', (jjaJ^T^ptov, 'stringed

instrument, harp', iJ;aX(xo>Sia, 'a singing to the

harp', ipriXaipaco, 'I feel or grope about' (com-

pounded of ({(aXa, 'a twitching', and acpaw, 'I

touch'), L. palpdre, 'to touch softly, stroke', pal-

pildre, 'to move quickly', palpebra, 'eyelid', lit.

'that which moves quickly'. All these words

prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *(s)phil-, *(s)phdl-,

'to strike softly'. Cp. palp, palpable, palpebra,

psalm, psalter, psaltery, and the first element in

Pselaphidae.

Derivatives: feel, n., feel-er, n., feel-ing, n. and

a.ii).,feel-ing-ly, adv.

fehmgericht, n. — See vehmgericht.

feign, tr. and intr. v. — ME. feinen, fr. OF.

(= F.) feign-, pres. part, stem of feindre, fr. L.

fingere, 'to form, shape, invent', fr. I.-E. base

*dheigh-, 'to form, shape'. See dough and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: feign-ed, adj., feign-ed-ly, adv.,

feign-ed-ness, n.

feint, n., something feigned; pretence. — F. fein-

te, fem. of feint, 'something feigned', pp. of

feindre. See prec. word.

feint, adj., feigned (obsol.) — F. feint, pp. of

feindre. See feint, n., and cp. faint, which is a

doublet of feint, adj.

feint, intr. v., to make a feint. — F. feint, pp. of

feindre. See feint, n.

feldspar, n., any of a group of crystalline miner-

als. — G. Feldspat, compounded of FeW, 'field',

and Spat, 'spar'. See field and spathic and cp.

next word. The form feldspar is due to the in-

fluence of spar, 'a nonmetallic element'.

feldspathic, adj., pertaining to, or consisting of,

feldspar. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. G. Feld-

spalh, now spelled Feldspat. See prec. word.

Felicia, fem. PN. — L., from felix, gen. felicis,

'happy'. See felicity and cp. Felicity, Felix,

felicide, n., the killing of a cat. — Compounded

offelei, 'cat', and -cldium, 'a killing', fr. caedere,

'to kill'. See felW and -cide, 'killing'.

feliciflc, adj., making happy. — L. feliciftcus,

'making happy', fr. felix, gen. felicis, 'fruitful;

auspicious, happy', and -ficus, from the stem

of -ficere, unstressed form of facere, 'to make,

do'. See felicity and -fie and cp. next word.

felicify, tr. v., to make happy (rare).— Formed fr.

L.felix, gen. felicis, 'fruitful; happy', and -ficdre,

fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See prec. word and -fy.

felicitate, tr. v.— \L. felicitdtus, pp. offelicildre.



felicitous

'to render happy, felicitate', fr. L. felicitas, gen.

feUcitatis, 'fruitfulness, happiness', fr. filix,

gen. -Icis. See felicity and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: felicitat-ion, n., felicitat-or, n,

felicitous, adj., happy (rare). — Formed fr.

felicity with suff. -ous.

GcvWatiye: felicitous-ly, adv.

felicity, n., happiness, blissfulness. — OF. felicite

(F. felicite), fr. L. felicitatem, ace. of felicitas,

'fruitfulness; happiness, felicity', fr. fellx, gen.

felicis, 'fruitful; auspicious, happy', which is

rel. to fe-cundus, 'fruitful, fertile', fi-lius (for

*fe-lios), 'son', fr. L. base *fe-, corresponding

to I.-E. base *dhe(i)-, *dh>(i)-, *dhi-, 'to suck,

suckle'. Sec filial and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending see suff. -ity.

Felicity, fern. PN. — Fr. h. felicitas, 'happiness'.

See prec. word.

felid, n., an animal pertaining to the cat family.
— See next word.

Felidae, n. pi., the cat family (zool.) — ModL.,
formed with suff. -idae fr. L. feles, 'cat', which
is of uncertain etymology. It is perh. cogn.
with W. hele, 'marten'. Cp. felicide.

feline, adj., pertaining to the cat family (zool.) ~
L.felinus, U. feles, 'cat'. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ine.

felinity, n., the quality of being feline. — See
feline and -ity.

Felix, masc. PN. - L., lit. 'happy'. See felicity

and cp. Felicia, Felicity. For sense development
CD. Asher.

fell, n., hide, skin. — OE., rel. to ON.fjall, 'skin",

OllG. fi'l, MHG. vel, G. Fell, 'hide, skin',

Goth, fill (only in derivatives and compounds,
as e.g. fil/ei/is, 'leathern', /aHra-/?///, 'foreskin'),

L. pcllis (for *pel-ni.s), 'hide, skin, leather', fr.

l.-E. base *pcl-. 'skin', whence also Gk. TreX^ua,

"sole of foot or shoe", -iXhy. (prob. for *7T£X-va),

'wooden bowl, milk pail" (the orig. meaning
prob. was 'a vessel made of skin"), and the

second element in cp'jot-TreXa;, 'erysipelas", and
Lith. pleve. 'a fine, thin layer of skin". Cp, film

and the first element in veldtshoen. Cp. also

epiploon, erysipelas, paillasse, pall, 'claok', pe-

lisse, pell, pellagra, pellicle, pelta, Peltandra,
peltry, pilch, pillion, plaid, surplice, L'ropeltidae.

fell, n., rocky hill. — ME. fell, fr. ON. fiall,

'mountain," which is rel. to OHG. fells (masc),
fclisa (fern.), MHG. vels, G. Fels. 'stone, rock",

and cogn. with Gk. zeW.a (for *-s>.aa), 'stone',

OI. pasdndh, 'stone, rock", Olr. all (for "pah-
os), 'stone". Cp. felstone.

fell, tr. v., to cause to fall. — ME. fellen, fr, OE.
fellan, rel. to ON. fella, Swed,/o7/a, Dan./a-We,
OFris, folia, MDu., Du. vellen, OHG. fellan,

MHG. rellen, G. fallen; causative of OE, feal-
lan, etc., 'to fall". See fall, v.

Derivatives: /WZ-cr, n., fell-ing, n.

fell, adj., cruel. — ME. fel, fr. OE. fel, 'fierce,

cruel', fr. OF. fel (nom,), fr. VL. fello, 'felon'.

See felon.
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fell, past tense oi fall. — ME. fell, fr. OE. feoll,

'fell', fr. feallan, 'to fall'. See fall, v.

fellah, n. pi. fellahin, an Egyptian peasant or
laborer.— Arab, falldh, in vulgar pronunciation
fellah, 'plowman', fr. fdlaha, 'he cleft, tilled the
ground' (in this latter sense, borrowed fr. Ara-
maic); rel. to Heb. paidh, 'he cleft', Aram.-Syr.
p^ldh, 'he tilled the ground; he served' (whence
the noun polhdn, 'work, service', esp. 'divine

service'), Heb. pelah, 'cleavage' (whence the
meanings 'millstone, slice of fruit').

felloe, n. — See felly.

fellow, n. — ME. felaghe,felawe, fr. OE.feolaga,
fr. ON. felagi, 'partner, companion', from
felag, 'companionship', lit. 'laying down of
money', fr. fe, 'cattle, money', and lag, 'a lay-

ing'. See fee, 'money', and lay, 'to place'.

Derivatives -.fellow, tr. v., and nA]., fellow-ship, n.

felly, felloe, n., the rim of a spoked wheel. —
ME. fell, felwe, felow, fr. OE. felg, felge, rel. to
OS. felga, MLG., MDu. velge, Du. velg, OHG.
fetga, felaga, MHG. velge, G. Felge. These
words are -A:-enlargements of I.-E. base *<j''el-,

'to turn'. See wheel and cp. cycle. Cp. also
fallow, n.

felo-de-se, n., one who commits suicide. —
Anglo-Latin fel(l)6-de se, lit. 'one guilty con-
cerning himself. See next word de- and sui.

felon, adj., cruel, criminal; n., a criminal. —
ME., fr. OF. felon (F. felon), fr. Carolingian L.

fellonem, ace. oi fello (the pi. fellones occurs in

the Capitularies of Charles the Bald), prob. of
Teut, origin and lit. meaning 'whipper (of
slaves)'; cp. OHG. fillen, 'to whip", Cp. prec.

and next word.

felon, n., a painful swelling of the finger. — The
same word as the preceding.

felonry, n., the class of felons. — Formed fr.

felon, 'criminal', with suff. -ry.

felony, n. (law). — F. felonie, fr. felon. See felon,

'criminal', and suff, -y (representing OF. and
F. -ie).

Derivatives: feloni-oiis, adj., felonious-ly, adv.,

felonious-ness, n,

felsite, n, (petrogr.) — A hybrid var. of felstone.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: felsit-ic, adj.

felstone, n., an igneous rock containing quartz
and feldspar (petrogr.) — Altered fr. G. Feh-
slein, lit, 'stone of a rock", fr. Fels, 'rock', and
Stein, 'stone'. See fell, 'rocky hill', and stone,

felt, n. — OE. rel, to OS. filt, OHG, filz, MHG.
vilz, G. Filz, fr. Teut. *felti-, 'something beaten".

The same base appears in the second element
of OE. an-filte, OHG. ana-falz; see anvil. The
base is prob. not cognate with L. pellere, 'to

strike' (see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., II, p. 277).

Cp. felter, filter.

Derivatives: felt, tr. and intr. v., felt-ed, adj.,

felt-er, n., felt-ing, n., felt-y, adj.

felter, tr. v. — OF. feltrer (F. feutrer), fr. feltre

(F. feutre), 'felt', fr. ML. feltrum, filtrum,'{e\t.
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strainer of felt'. See filter,

felucca, n., a small coasting vessel used in the

Mediterranean. — It. feluca, fr. Arab, fulk,

'ship', rel. to fdlak, 'circle', from the base of

fdlaka, 'was round'; rel. also to Heb. pelekh,

'spindle'. See S.Fraenkel, Die aramaischen

Fremdworter im Arabischen, p. 212.

female, n. and adj. — ME. femele, femelle, as-

similated in ending to male, fr. OF. femelle, fr.

L. femella, dimin. of femirm, 'woman; female

animal'. See feminine and cp. flmble.

Derivatives: femal-ity, n., female-ly, adv., fe-

male-ness, n.

feme, n., wife. — ME., fr. OF. feme (F. femme),

fr. L. femina, 'woman'. See feminine,

feme covert, a married woman (law). — OF.

feme coverte. For the first word see prec. word.

OF. coverte (F. couverte) is the feminine of

covert (couvert), 'covered'. See covert,

feme sole, an unmarried woman (law). — For

the first word see feme; the second comes fr.

OF. sole, 'alone', fr. L. sola, fem. of solus,

'alone'. See sole, 'alone'.

feminality, n., the quality or state of being fe-

male. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. the rare ad-

jective feminal, fr. OF. feminal, 'female'. See

feminine and adj. suff. -al.

femineity, n., the quality or state of being femin-

ine; womanliness. — Formed with suff. -ity

fr. L. femineus, 'pertaining to a woman, wo-

manish', fr. femina. See next word.

feminine, adj. — OF. feminin (F. feminin), fr. L.

femininus, 'feminine', fr. femina, 'woman', orig.

a middle pres. part, meaning 'she who suckles',

fr. L. base *fe-, corresponding to I.-E. base

*dhe(i)-, *dh^(i)-, *dh(-, 'to suck, suckle',

whence also L. fe-cundus, 'fruitful', fe-ldre, 'to

suck', fe-lix, 'fruitful; auspicious, happy',

filius (for *fe-lios), 'son'. See filial and adj. suff.

-ine and cp. effeminate. For the middle and pas-

sive part. suff. -meno- see alumnus and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives :/em/«/'«e-/>', adv.,feminine-ness, n.,

feminin-ism, n., feminin-ity, n., femin-ism,n.,

femin-ist, n., feminity (q.v.)

feminity, n., the quality or state of being femi-

nine. — OF. feminite, fr. L. femina, 'woman'.

See feminine and -ity.

feminize, tr. v., to render feminine; intr. v., to

become feminine. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

femina, 'woman' (see feminine), and -ize, a suff.

of Greek origin.

Derivative: feminizat-ion, n.

femme de chambre, i) a lady's maid; 2) a cham-

bermaid. — See feme, de- and chamber,

femoral, adj., pertaining to the thigh. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. I., femur, gsn. ferrmris. See

next word.

femur, n., l) the thighbone; 2) the thigh (anat.)—
L., 'thigh', of uncertain origin.

fen, n., flat marshy land. — ME. fen, it. OE.

feim, rel. to OS. feni. Off. fen. OFris. fenne.fene.

feoff

Du. veen, OHG. fenna, G. Fenn, 'marsh', Goth.

fani, 'mud', and cogn. with Gaul, anam, Mir.

an, 'water', OI. pdnkah, 'bog, marsh, mud'.

Derivative: fenn-y, adj.

fence, n. — Aphetic for defence.

Derivatives: fence, intr. and tr. v., fence-less,

adj., fenc-er, n., fenc-ing, n.

fencible, n., soldier enlisted for home service

only (hist.) — Aphetic for defencible.

fend, tr. and intr. v. — Aphetic for defend. Cp.

forfend.

Derivatives: /emf-er, n., fend-er-less, adj.

fenestella, n., a small window. — L. dimin. of

fenestra, 'window'. See next word and -ella.

fenestra, n., a small opening in a bone (anat^ —
L., 'window', prob. fr. Etruscan *fnes-tra;

-(s)tra is an Etruscan suff. (cp. the L. words

aplustre, 'the carved stem of a ship with its

ornaments', genista, 'the plant broom', and

lanista, 'trainer of gladiators'; see aplustre.

Genista, lanista). L. fenestra is not cogn. with

Gk. 9atveiv, 'to shine' (see phantasm), as sug-

gested by most lexicographers.

Derivatives: fenestr-al, adj., fenestr-ate, adj.,

fenestr-at-ed, adj., fenestration (q.v.), fenestrule

(q.v.)

fenestration, n., i) arrangement of windows in a

building (archit.); 2) the state of being per-

forated (zool. and bot.) — See fenestra and

-ation and cp. defenestration,

fenestrule, n., a small opening (zool.) — L,

fenestrula, dimin. of fenestra, 'window'. See

fenestra and -ule.

Fenian, n. and adj. - A blend of Olr. feinne, pi.

oifiann, name of a band of Irish warriors, and

Olr. Fene, name of the ancient inhabitants of

Ireland.

Derivative: Fenian-ism, n.

fenks, n., refuse of whale's blubber. — Of un-

known origin.

fennec, n., a small African fox. — Arab, fdnak,

in vulgar pronunciation fenek.

fennel, n., a plant of the parsley family (Foeni-

culum vulgare). — OE.fenol,finul, fr, OF, fenoil

(F. fenouil), fr. VL. *fenuc(u)lum, fr. L. feni-

culum, dimin. of fenum, 'hay', which prob.

means lit. 'produce, yield', fr. Latin base *fe-,

'to suck, suckle, produce, yield", whence also

fe-nus, 'proceeds, increase', fe-mina, 'woman';

see feminine. The fennel was so called in allusion

to its smell which reminds that of hay. Cp. next

word.

fenugreek, n., a leguminous plant. — ME. fenu-

grek, fr. MF. (= F.) fenugrec, fr. L. fenu-

graecum, for fenum Graecum, lit. 'Greek hay".

See fennel and Greek and cp. flnochio and the

second element in sainfoin.

feoff, tr. v., to invest with a fee. — ME.feoffen,

fr. AF. feoffer, corresponding to OF. feffer,

fieffer (F. fieffer), fr. OF. fieu, fief (F. fief),

'fee'. See fee, 'estate', and cp. fief, enfeoff.

Derivatives: /eo#-nwn/, n., feoffor (q.v.)



feoffee

feoffee, n., a person to whom a feoffment is

granted. — ME. feoffe, fr. AF. feoffe, pp. of
feoffer. See prec. word and -ee.

feoffor, feoffer, n.— UE. feoffor, fr. AF. feoffour,
fr. feoffer. See feoff and agential suff. -or, resp.

-er.

-fer, Latin subst. suff. denoting the agent, as in

conifer. — From the stem of L. ferre, 'to bear,

carry', which is cogn. with OE. beran, 'to bear'.

See bear, 'to carry', and cp. -ferous (which is the

adj. suff. corresponding to the subst. suff. -fer).

feral, adj., wild, savage, untamed. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L./era (scil. bestia), 'a wild
animal', fem. of ferus, 'wild'. See fierce and cp.

ferocious.

feral, adj., funereal, deadly. — L. ferdlis, 'fun-

ereal, deadly, fatal', prob. meaning lit. 'pertain-

ing to the feast of the souls', fr. *dhwesa, 'soul,

spirit, ghost', and rel. to Lith. dvase, 'spirit',

dvasid, 'breath, soul'. See deer and adj. suff. -al.

ferash, farash, n., a menial servant. — Hind, far-
rash, fr. Arab, farrdsh, prop, 'one who spreads
carpets', fr. farsh, 'rug, carpet', from the stem
oifdrasha, 'he spread out', which is cogn. with
Heb. pardi, Aram.-Syr. p*ras, 'he spread out',

Akkad. pardshu, 'to fly', lit. 'to spread one's
wings'.

ferberite, n., a basic ferrous tungstate {mineral.)

— Named after Rudolph Ferber, of Gera, Ger-
many. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

fer de lance, a large poisonous snake of South
America and Mexico {Bothrops atrox). — F.,

'iron of a lance, lance head' fr. fer (fr. L. fer-
rum), 'iron', de (fr. L. de), 'from', and lancea,

'lance' (see ferro-, de- and lance); so called in

allusion to its shape.

Ferdinand, masc. PN.— F., a compound of Teut.
origin. The first element is prob. a derivative

of Teut. *fardi, an abstract noun formed from
base '*far-, 'to fare, travel'; see fare, 'to pros-
per'. The second element is rel. to Goth. -nanl>-

jan, in ana-nanpjan, 'to risk, venture', OE. nedan,
OS. nddian, OHG. nendan, 'to risk, venture'.

fere, n. (archaic) l) a companion; 2) a husband
or wife. — ME. fere, aphetized fr. OE. gefera,
which is formed fr. ge- (see y-) and -fera, from
the base of faran, 'to go, travel'. Cp. OHG. ^j-

ferto (whence MHG. geverte, G. Gefdhrte),
'companion', formed fr. gi- and faran, 'to go,
travel', and see fare, v.

feretory, n., a shrine, reliquary. — ME. fertre,

'shrine, bier', fr. OF. fiertre, fr. L. feretrum, 'a
litter, bier', fr. Gk. (p^perpov, a derivative of
<p£pEiv, 'to carry', fr. I.-E. base *bher-, 'to bear,
carry', whence also OE. beran, 'to bear, carry',

bxr, 'bier'. See bear, 'to carry', and cp. bier,

ferganite, n., a hydrated uranium vanadate
(mineral.)— Named after Fergana in Turkestan.
For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Fergus, masc. PN.— Olr. Fer-gus, lit. 'man's abU-
ity', fr. fer, 'man', and gus, 'ability, excellency,
strength, inclination'. The first element is cogn.
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with L. vir, 'man' ; see virile. The second element
derives fr. Celtic *gustu-, 'choice', fr. I.-E. base
*geus-, *iiis-, 'to taste'; see choose,

fergusonite, n., a niobate and tantalate of yt-
trium, erbium etc. (mineral.) — Named after
Robert Ferguson (1799-1865), of Raitli (Scot-
land). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

feria, n. (pi. feriae), i) pi., feast days, holidays;
2) (eccles.) a weekday. — Late L. feriae (pi.),

'days of rest, holidays, festivals', fr. OL. fesiae
(see rhotacism), rel. to festus, 'solemn, festive,

festal', fdnum, 'temple'. See fair, n., and cp.
words there referred to.

ferial, adj., i) pertaining to holidays; 2) (eccles.)

pertaining to weekdays. — OF., fr. ML. feri-
ddlis, fr. L. feriae. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -al.

ferine, adj., wild. — L. ferinus, 'pertaining to
wild animals', fr. ferus, 'wild'. See fierce and
adj. suff. -Ine (representing L. -inus).

Ferlnghee, n., a name used in India for the Euro-
pean.— Pers. Farangl, fr. Arab. Faranjt, which
was formed with the ethnic suff. -fir. OF. Franc,
'Frank'. See Frank.

fennata,n., a pause (mu.s.)— It., 'stop, pause ; halt-

ing place', fr. fermare, 'to fasten; to stop; to
resolve', fr. fermo, 'strong, fastened', fr. L.
firmus, 'firm, steadfast, stable, strong'. See
firm, 'solid'.

ferment, n. — F., fr. L. fermentum, 'substance
causing fermentation', fr. I.-E. base *bher-,
'to boil up, seethe'. See barm and cp. fervent.
Cp. also fry, 'to cook in fat". For the ending
see suff. -ment.

ferment, tr. and intr. v. — Y.fermenter, fr. L./er-
mentdre, 'to ferment', fr. fermentum. See fer-

ment, n.

Derivatives: /crmc/i/-a6/<?, adj., ferment-abit-ity,
n., ferment-arian, n., fermentation (q.v.), fer-
ment-ative, adj., ferment-ative-ly, adv., ferment-
ative-ness, D.,fermen(-er, n., ferment-itious, adj.,

ferment-ive, adj., ferment-or, n.

fermentation, n. — L. fermentdtid, gen. -idnis, fr.

fermentdre, 'to ferment'. See ferment, v. and n.,

and -ation.

fermium, n., a radioactive element produced by
nuclear bombardment in a cyclotron (chem.) —
ModL., named after the Italian physicist Enrico
Fermi (1901-54). For the ending of fermium
see chem suff. -ium.

fennorite, n., an arsenate, phosphate and fluoride

of calcium and strontium (mineral.) — Named
after Lewis Leigh Fermor (died in 1954),
director of the Geological Survey of India. For
the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

fem, n. — ME. fern, fr. OE. fearn, rel. to OS.
farn, MDu. varn, varen, Du. varen, OHG. farn,
MHG. varn, G. Farn, Farnkraut, and cogn.
with 01. parnd-m, 'feather', Lith. papdrtis, 'fern',

Lett, paparnite, Russ. pdporof, Gaul, ratis (for

*pratis), Olr. raith, of s.m., Gk. irxipu;, 'fern',

7rvep6v, 'feather'. See featlwr.
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Derivatives: fern-ed, adj., fern-ery, n., fern-

like, adj.

femandinite, n., a hydrous calcium vanadyl vana-

date (mineral.) — Named after Eulagio E. Fer-

nandini, from whose vanadium deposit it was

first obtained. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

ferocious, adj., fierce. — Formed with suff. -ous

fr. L. ferox, gen. ferocis, 'wild, savage, un-

tameable, bold', prop, 'wild-looking', fr. ferus,

'wild', and -ox, gen. -dcis, 'looking'. For the

etymology of L. ferus see fierce. The second

element in L. fer-ox, 'wild', is cogn. with Gk.

&i/, gen. <b7t6(;, 'eye, sight'. See eye and cp. -ops.

Cp. also the second element in atrocious,

velocity.

Derivatives :/erac/o«5-/)', &dw., ferocious-ness, n.

ferocity, n., fierceness. — F. ferocite, fr. L. fero-

citdtem, ace. of ferdcitds, 'fierceness', fr. ferox,

gen. ferocis. See ferocious and -ity.

Feronia, n., an ancient Italian goddess identified

later with Juno. — L. Feronia, of Etruscan

origin.

Feronia, n., a genus of trees of the family Ruta-

ceae (— the rue family). — ModL., from pre-

ceding word.

-ferous, adj. suff. meaning 'bearing, having, con-

taining, producing, yielding', as in coniferous,

ferriferous. — Prop, formed fr. L. -fer, 'bearing,

producing' (see -fer), and suff. -ous.

ferrate, n., a salt of ferric acid (chem.) — See

ferro- and chem. suff. -ate.

ferreous, adj., pertaining to, or containing, iron.

— L. ferreus, 'made of iron, iron', fr. ferrum,

'iron'. See ferro-. For E. -ous, as equivalent to

L. -us, see -ous.

ferret, n., a small animal of the weasel family. —
ME. feret, foret, fr. OF. *fuiret, *furet, fr. VL.
*fiirittus (whence also It. furetto), lit. 'a little

thief, fr. L. fur, 'thief. (Cp. OF. fuiron, furon,

'ferret', fr. VL. *furidnem, ace. of *fUri6, en-

larged fr. Late L. furo, 'thief, fr. L. /«r.) See

furtive.

Derivatives
:
/e;-ref, tr. and intr. v., to hunt (rab-

bits) with ferrets, ferret-y, adj.

ferret, n., a kind of ribbon. — It. fioretti, 'floss

silk', pi. of fioretto, dimin. of fiore, 'flower', fr.

L. fldrem, ace. of fids, 'flower'. See flora and
cp. floret

ferret, n., the iron used to try the molten glass. —
F., dimin. offer, 'iron', fr. L. ferrum. See ferro-.

ferri-, combining form meaning 'iron'. — L.

ferri-, fr. ferrum, gen. ferri, 'iron'. See ferro-.

ferric, adj., of iron. — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. L. ferrum, 'iron'. See ferro-.

ferriferous, adj., yielding iron. — Compounded
of fenri- and -ferous.

ferro-, combining form meaning 'iron'. — L.

ferro-, fr. ferrum, 'iron'. See farrier and cp.

ferret, 'iron used for trying', fenngiaoas.

ferrotype, n., a photograph taken on a thin iron

plate. — Compounded of ferro- and type.

Crtoos, adj., pertaining to, or containing, iron.

— Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. ferrum, 'iron'.

See ferro-.

ferruginous, adj., i) containing iron; 2) rust-

colored. — L. ferrdgineus, ferruginus, fr. fer-

rdgd, gen. -ginis, 'rust; rust color', fr. ferrum

'iron'. See ferro- and -ous.

ferrule, n., a metal ring or cap on the end of

a stick, etc. — A blend of L. ferrum, 'iron' (see

ferro-), and earlier E. verrel, which derives fr.

OF. virelle, virol, fr. L. viriola, 'a little bracelet',

dimin. of viriae, 'bracelet', a word of Celtic

origin. Cp. Olr.^ar, 'bent, crooked', and see wire.

Derivative :yerrtt/-e(/, adj.

ferry, tr. and intr. v. — ME. ferien, 'to carry,

transport', fr. OE. ferian, rel. to ON. ferja, 'to

pass over, to ferry', and to OE. faran, 'to go,

travel'. See fere, 'to prosper', and cp. words

there referred to.

ferry, n. — Fr. ferry, v. Cp. ON. ferja, Swed.

farja, Dan. fxrge, MDu. vere, Du. veer, MHG.
vere, ver, vere, G. Fdhre, 'a ferry'.

fertUe, adj. — OF. fertil, fr. L. fertilis, 'fruitful,

fertile', fr. ferre, 'to bear, carry, produce', which

is cogn. with OE. beran, 'to bear'. See bear, 'to

carry', and -lie.

Derivatives: fertile-ly, adv., fertile-ness, n., fer-

tility (q.v.), fertil-ize, tr. v., fertil-iz-able, adj.,

fertil-iz-ation, n., fertil-iz-er, n.

Fertile Crescent, a semicircle of fertile land ex-

tending from Palestine and Phoenicia around

the Euphrates-Tigris valley to the Persian Gulf

(Ancient hist.) — Coined by the American ar-

chaeologist and historian James H. Breasted

(1865-1935).

fertility, n. — F. fertitite, fr. L. fertilitdtem, ace.

of fertilitds, 'fruitfulness, fertility', fr. fertilis.

See fertile and -ity.

ferula, n., the giant fennel. — L., 'the giant fen-

nel ; branch, staff, rod', which prob. stands for

*fes-old and is rel. to festdca (for fes-tUca)

'stalk, straw, rod'. Cp. ferule, fescue, Festuca;

cp. also furl. The association of L. ferula with

fertre, 'to strike, smite', is folk etymology.

ferule, n., a rod for punishing children. — L.

ferula, 'the giant fennel; branch, staff, rod'. See

prec. word.

Derivative : ferule, tr. v.

fervency, n. — OF. fervence, fr. L. fervere. See

next word and -cy.

fervent, adj., i)hot; 2) deeply earnest; ardent. —
h.fervens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of fervere, 'to

boil, glow, foam', fr. I.-E. base *bheru-, en-

larged form of *bher-, 'to boil, seethe', whence

also L. defrutum, 'must'. See barm and -ent and

cp. ferment

Derivatives: fervent-ly, adv., fervent-ness, n.

fervescence, n. — Formed from next word wath

suff. -ce.

fervescent, adj., growing hot. — L. fervescSns,

gen. -entis, pres. part, offerviscere, 'to become
hot', inchoative of fervere. See fervent and
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fervid, adj., i) very hot; 2) vehement. — L. fer-

vidus, 'glowing, burning, fiery, vehement, im-

petuous, violent', fr. fervere. See fervent and

adj. suff. -id. Derivatives
:
/ervW-irj, n., fervid-

ly, a.dv.,fervid-ness, n.

fervor, fervour, n., i) intense heat; 2) ardor. —
OF. fervor (F. ferveur), 'fervor', fr. L. fervorem,

ace. offervor, 'violent heat', fr. fervere. See fer-

vent and -or.

Fescennine, also fescennine, adj., scurrilous, ob-

scene. — L. Fescenntnus, 'of Fescennia', fr.

Fescennia, a city in ancient Etruria.

Perivative: fescennin-ity, n.

fescue, n., i) teacher's pointer (rare); 2) a kind

of tall meadow grass used as pasture. — ME.
festu, 'bit of straw', fr. OF. festu (F. fetu), fr.

VL. festucum, fr. L. festuca, 'stalk, straw, rod',

which prob. stands for *fes-tuca and is rel. to

ferula, 'the giant fennel ; branch, staff, rod'. See

ferula and cp. Festuca.

fess, fesse, n., a white horizontal band drawn
across the center of an escutcheon (her.) —
ME. fesse, fr. OF. faisce, fesse, fr. L. fascia, 'a

band'. (F. fasce is formed directly from L.

fascia.) See fascia, fasces.

festal, adj., of a feast. — OF., formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. feste (F. fete), 'feast'. See feast.

Derivative : festal-ty, adv.

fester, n., a small sore discharging pus; a pustule.

— ME. festre, fr. OF. festre, fr. L. fistula, 'pipe,

tube; sort of ulcer, fistula'. See fistula.

fester, intr. v., to form pus; to suppurate. —
ME. festren, fr. festre, n. See fester, n.

festival, adj. — ME., fr. OF. festival, fr. ML.
festivdlis, fr. L. festivus. See next word and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives
:
/eif/vfl/, n., festivat-ty, adv.

festive, adj. — L. festivus, 'festive, joyous, gay',

fr. festum, 'holiday, festival', U.festum, neut. of

the nAi.festus, 'festive'. See feast and -ive.

Derivatives
:
/fi7/Ve-/)', didw. , festive-ness, n.

festivity, n. — OF. festivite, fr. L. festivitdtem,

ace. of festivitds, 'festivity, joy, merriment', fr.

festivus. See prec. word and -ity.

festoon, n., a garland. — F. feston, fr. It. festone,

lit. 'a festive ornament', fr. festa, 'feast', fr. VL.

festa (sell, dies), 'festival, feast, holiday'. See

feast and -oon. Derivatives
:
/«/oon, n.,festoon-

ery, r\.,festoon-y, adj.

Festuca, n., a genus of plants, the fescue grass

ibot.) — L. festdca, 'stalk, straw'. See fescue.

Festus, masc. PN. — L., lit. 'solemn, festive, joy-

ous'. See feast and cp. festive.

fetal, foetal, adj., pertaining to a fetus. — See

fetus and adj. suff. -al,

fetation, foetation, n., formation of a fetus. —
Formed with suff. -ion fr. L. fetdtus, pp. of

fetdre, 'to produce offspring', fr. fetus, 'a bring-

ing forth; offspring'. See fetus.

fetch, tr. and intr. v. — ME. fecchen, fr. OE.
feccan, earlier fetian, 'to fetch, bring', rel. to

OE.fatian, of s.m., obsol. B.fet, 'to fetch", ON.

feta, 'to find one's way', OHG. sih fasson, 'to

mount, climb', MHG. sih vassen, 'to go, travel',

OE. fot, 'foot'. See foot and cp. fetlock, fetter.

Derivatives l^efc/!, n.,fetch-er, n.,fetch-ing, adj.,

fetch-ing-ly, adv.

fetch, n,, an apparition, specter; a double. —
Of unknown origin.

fete, n., a festival. — F., fr. OF. feste, 'festival,

feast'. See feast and cp. words there referred to.

The word fete was introduced into English by
Horace Walpole (1717-97).

fete, tr. v. — F. feter, 'to celebrate; to entertain,

feast', fr. fete. See f6te, n.

fetial, adj., pertaining to the fetiales; pertaining

to declarations of war or treatises of peace. —
L. fetidlis. See next word.

fetial, n., one of a college of twenty priests whose
duty it was to act as heralds and maintain the

laws of war. — L. fetidlis, 'pertaining to the

fetiales', fr. *fetis, fr. L-E. *dhe-ti-s, 'statute,

treaty', fr. base *dhe-, *d¥-, 'to put, place;

to do, make', whence also L. facere, 'to make,

do'. See fact and -iai.

fetialis, n., a fetial. — See prec. word.

feticide, foeticide, n., the act of destroying a fetus.

— Compounded of L. fetus, 'a bringing forth;

offspring', and -cidium, 'killing', fr. caedere, 'to

kill'. See fetus and -cide, 'killing'.

fetid, foetid, adj., having a bad smell. — L. feti-

dus, written also foetidus, 'having an ill smell',

fr. fetere, foetere, 'to have an ill smell, to stink',

which is prob. rel. to fi-mus, 'dung', suf-fire, 'to

fumigate', and possibly also to fUmus, 'smoke'.

See fume and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also the second element in asafetida.

Derivatives: fetid-ity, n., fetid-ly, adv., fetid-

ness, n.

fetish, n., an object worshiped. — F. fetiche, fr.

Port, feitifo, fr. L. faclicius, 'made by art', fr.

facid, facere, 'to make'. See fact and cp. fac-

titious. Derivatives: fetish-ism, n., fetish-ist, n.,

fetish-ist-ic, adj.

fetlock, n., 1) part of a horse's leg where a tuft

of hair grows; 2) the tuft. — ME. fetlak,fytlok,

lit. 'lock of the foot', rel. to MHG. vijseloch,

G. Fifiloch, and to ON. fit, 'the webbed foot

of a water bird', fet, 'pace, step', ON. fstr, OE.

fdt, 'foot'. See foot and lock and cp. fetch, fetter.

Derivative : fetlock-ed, adj.

feto-, foeto-, combining form meaning 'fetus'. —
See fetus.

fetor, foetor, n., an offensive smell. — L. factor,

fetor, 'offensive smell, stench', h. foetere, fetere.

See fetid and -or.

fetter, n., a shackle. — ME. feter, fr. OE. fetor,

rel. to OS. feteros (pi.), MDu. veter, OHG. fej-

3ara, fessera, MHG. vej^er, Oti.fjoturr, Swed.

flatter, and cogn. with Gk. TtiSr], 'fetter', tteSov,

'to bind with fetters*, L. peda, 'footstep', pedica,

'shackle, fetter', impedire, 'to entangle, ensnare,

hinder, detain', expedlre,'to extricate, disengage*.

All these words are derivatives of I.-E. base
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*ped-, 'foot'. See foot and cp. fret, 'ornament'.

Cp. also expedient, impede.

Derivatives: fetter, tr. v., fetter-er, n., fetter-

less, adj.

fettle, tr. v., to put in order, arrange. — ME.

fetlen, 'to gird up', fr. OE. fetel, 'girdle, belt',

rel. to ON. fetill, 'strap, brace', MLG. vetel,

OHG. fe33il, MHG. vessel, G. Fessel, 'fetter,

chain', to OE. fatian, OHG. fasson, 'to seize,

hold', and to E. vat (q.v.); confused with OE.

fetor, OS. feteros, etc. 'fetter' (see prec. word).

Derivatives: fettle, n., fettl-er, n., fettl-ing,

verb. n.

fetus, foetus, n., unborn offspring. — L. fetus,

foetus, 'a bringing forth, offspring', rel. to fe-

mina, 'a woman', lit., 'she who suckles', /e-Zore,

'to suck', fe-cundus, 'fruitful, fertile', fe-nus,

'proceeds, increase', lit. 'that which is pro-

duced', fi-lius (for *fe-lios), 'son', lit. 'a suck-

ling', fr. Latin base *fe-, corresponding to

I.-E. base *dhe(i)-, *d¥(i)-, *dhf-, 'to suck,

suckle'. See filial and cp. words there referred to.

fetwa, n. — See futwa.

feu, n., a fief. — OF. feu, fieu, fiu, fr. ML. feum,

fevum, a word of Teut. origin. See fee, 'estate',

and cp. feud, 'fief.

Derivatives: feu, tr. v., feuar (q.v.)

feuar, n., a person holding a feu (Scot. law). —
A hybrid coined fr. feu and -ar, a suff. of Latin

origin. Cp. fiar.

feud, n., enmity. ~ ME. fede, feide, fr. OF. fede,

fr. OHG. fehida (MHG. vede, G. Fehde), 'con-

tention, quarrel, feud', which is rel. to OE.

fShd(o), 'feud, enmity', MDu. vede, vete, (Du.

vete), of s.m., OE. fdh, 'hostile'. See foe.

Derivative
:
/ew(y-a/, adj.

feud, n., a fief — ML. feudum, fr. feum, a word

of Teut. origin; cp. Goth, faihu, 'property',

OHG. fihu, 'cattle', and see fee (in both senses)

and cp. infeudation. The d in ML, feudum is

prob. due to the influence of the word al-

lodium (q.v.)

Derivatives: feudal (q.v.), feudatory (q.v.)

feudal, adj., 1) pertaining to land held in feud;

2) pertaining to feudalism. — OF., fr, ML. feu-

ddlis, fr. feudum. See feud, 'fief, and adj. suff.

-al.

Derivatives
:
/e«(/fl/-(.im, n.,feudal-ist, n.,feudal-

isl-ic, adj., feudal-ity, n.,feudal-ize, tr. v.,feudal-

iz-ation, n., feudal-ly, adv.

feudatory, adj. and n. — A collateral form of ob-

solete /eu^atory, fr. ML. feuddtdrius, fr. feudum,

'fief. See feud, 'fief, and adj. suffixes -ate and

-ory. Derivatives
:
/pH(fe?orf-(7/, adj.

feu de joie, public bonfire. — F., lit. 'fire of joy'.

F. feu derives fr. L. focus, de, 'of, from', comes

fr. L. de, 'from, away from', joie derives fr. L.

gaudia, pi. of gaudium, 'joy'. See focus, de-

and joy.

feuiUe morte, adj. and n., filemot. — F. feuille

morle, 'dead leaf. See fllemot.

feuiUeton, n., i) part of a French newspaper de-

voted to criticism, etc. ; 2) installment of a serial

story printed in a newspaper.— F., orig. a 'leaf-

let added to the newspaper', dimin. oifeuille,

'leaf, fr. L. folium, of s.m. See foil, 'leaf of

metal'.

Derivatives: feuilleton-ism, n., feuilleton-ist, n.,

feuilleton-ist-ic, adj.

fever, n. — ME. fevre, fevere, fr. OE. fefor,fefer,

rel. to MLG. vever (whence Dan. and Swed.

feber), OHG. fiebar (whence MHG., vieber, G.

Fieber), fr. L. febris, 'fever' (whence also It.

febhre. Rum. febra, OProven? febre, F. fiivre,

OSp. hiebre, Sp. fiebre. Port, febre), which is

rel. to L. fovere, 'to warm, keep warm', favilta

(for *fovilla), 'embers', fr. I.-E. base *ddg"'h-,

*deg'"h-, 'to burn', whence also Goth, dags, OE.

dieg, 'day', orig. 'burning heat'. See day and

cp. next word and febrifuge, febrile. Cp. also

foment.

Derivatives
:
/ev?f, tr. and intr. v., fever- ed, adj.,

fever-ish, adj., fever-ish-ly, adv., fever-ish-ness,

n,, fever-ous, adj,, fever-ous-ly, adv.

feverfew, n., a plant of the aster family. — OE.

feferfuge, fr. Late L. febrifuga, fr. L. febrifugia,

lit. 'driving fever away', fr. febris, 'fever', and

fug-are, 'to put to flight', fr. fug-ere, 'to flee';

so called for its alleged medicinal properties.

See prec, word and fugitive and cp. febrifuge.

few, adj. — ME. fewe, fr. OE. feawe, pi. of /pa,

rel. to OS. fdh, ON. fdr, Dan. faa. Swed. f&,

'few', OFris. fe, OHG. fao, fd, fdh, 'little',

Goth, fawai (pi.), 'few', and cogn, with L.

paucus, 'few, little' (for *pau-qos), paullus (later

spelled paitlus), 'little' (for *pauc-slo-s), pauper,

'poor' (prob. for *pauc(o)-pars^ lit. 'he who

acquires little"), and cogn, with Gk. Ttaupo?,

'few, little', TTalc, gen, TraiSoq, 'child', tccjXo;,

'foal', L. puher, pQbes, 'grown up, adult', puer,

'child, boy', puella, 'girl', pdtus, 'boy', pullus,

'a young animal', Oscan pu-klu, 'child', OI.

polah, 'a young animal', putrdh, 'son', Avestic

pu&ra-, 'son, child', OSlav, pUta, pUtica, 'bird',

Lith. putytis, 'young animal, young bird', Lett.

putns, 'bird'. Alb. pel's, 'mare', OE. fola, Goth.

fula, 'foal'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*pSu-, *p^u-, *pu-, 'small, little, few, young'.

Cp. foal. Cp. also catchpole, encyclopedia, or-

thopedic, parvi-, paucity, Paul, paulo-post-

future, pauper, polecat, poltroon, pony, pool (in

gambling), poor, poult, poulter, poultry, poverty,

put>erty, pubes, pubescent, pubis, pucelle, puerile,

puerperal, pullet, Punchinello, pupa, pupil,

'scholar', pupil of the eye, puppet, puppy,

pusillanimous, putti and the second element in

Rajput. Cp. also the second element in semper.

Derivatives: /eH', n., few-ness, adj.

fey, adj., fated; doomed to die. — ME. feie, fr.

OE.fSge, rel. to OS. fegi,feg, O'N.feigr, OFris.

fai, OHG. feigi, 'doomed to die', MDu. vege,

Du. veeg, 'about to die', MHG. veige, 'doomed

to die; timid, coward', Dan. feig, Swed. feg,

G. feig, 'cowardly', and to OE. fdh, 'hostile',



fez

fr. I.-E. base *peik-, 'evil-minded, treacherous,

hostile'. See foe and cp. feud, 'enmity'.

fez, n., a red felt cap with a long black tassel. —
Fr. Fez, a town in Morocco.

fiacre, n., a French hackney cab. — F., fr. the

H6tel St. Fiacre, rue St. Antoine, Paris, where

carriages were first hired (since 1640). Fiacre is

the French form of the name of the Celtic saint

Fiachra.

fiance, fem. fiancee, n., a betrothed person. —
F., pp. of fiancer, 'to affiance, betroth'. See

affiance.

flar, n., a person in whom a fee simple is vested

{Scot. law). — See feuar.

flars, n. pi., prices of grain, fixed every February

for the coming year {Scot.) — OF. fuar, fuer,

'price' (whence F. fur, 'proportion'), fr. Late

L. forum, 'price', fr. L. forum, 'market, public

place'. See forum.

fiasco, n., a complete failure. — It., lit. 'bottle',

in the phrase far fiasco, 'to make a bottle; to

fail'. This sense development is prob. due to

the fact that the Venetian glass-makers used

only perfectly flawless material for the articles

manufactured by them. If in the course of their

work the glass showed any flaw, they set it aside

to make of it a fiasco, a common bottle or

flask. Accordingly far fiasco came to denote

not only 'to make a bottle', but 'to fail in one's

work or plans'. For the etymol. of It. fiasco

see flask.

fiat, n., an authoritative command. — L. fiat,

'let it be done', 3rd person sing. subj. pres. of

fieri, 'to be done, to become', rel. to L. fui,

'I have been'. See be and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also the second element in ratafia.

fib, n., a mild lie. — Prob. fr. ^axXi^i fibble-fable,

antiphonic reduplication of fable.

Derivatives : fib, intr. v., fibb-er, n., fibb-ery, n.

fiber, fibre, n.— V. fibre, fr. L.fibra, 'fiber', which

is of uncertain origin. It stands perh. for I.-E.

*g"'his-rd and is rel. to filum, 'thread', which

stands for *g'^his-lom. See file, 'a collection

of papers.

Derivatives: fibril (q.v.), fibrilla (q.v.), fibrin

{q.v.),fibro-,combmine(orm,fibroid{q.v.),fibro-

in, n., fibroma {q.v .), fibrosis {q.v.),fibr-ous, adj.,

fibr-ous-ly, adv., fibr-ous-ness, n.

fibrlform, adj., fiberlike. — Compounded of L.

fibra, 'fiber', and forma, 'shape, form'. See

fiber and form, n.

fibril, n., a small fiber. — Back formation fr.

ModL. fibrilla. See next word.

fibrilla, n., a fibril. — ModL., 'fibril', dimin. of

L. fibra, 'fiber'. See flt>er.

Derivatives : fibrill-ar, fibrill-ary, iid}S.,fibrill-ate,

intr. v.,fibrill-at-ed, adj., fibrill-ation, a.,fibriU-

ed, fibrill-ose, fibrill-ous, adjs.

fibrin, n., a coagulable fibrous protein found in

blood {biochem.) — Coined fr. L. fibra (see

fiber) and cttem. suflT. -in. The term fibrin was
introduced by the Swiss anatomist and physio-

588

logist Albrecht von Haller (1708-77) and adopt-

ed by Alexander Schmftlt (1831-94) about 1870.

fibrinogen, n., a protein in the blood, which pro-

duces fibrin {biochem.) — A hybrid coined by
Alexander Schmidt (see prec. word) fr. fibrin

and Gk. -yev^?, 'bom of, produced by'. See -gen.

Derivatives: fibrinogen-ic, fibrinogen-ous, adjs.

fibroid, adj. and n.—A hybrid coined fr. L. fibra

(see fiber) andGk. -ostSifii;, 'like', fr.sTSo;, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

fibroin, n., an albuminoid, forming the chief con-

stituent in natural silk. — F. fibrofne, formed

fr. L. fibra (see fiber) with suff. -ine (see chem.

suff'. -ine, -in).

fibroma, n., a benign fibrous tumor {med.) — A
Medical L. hybrid coined by Vemeuil fr. L. fibra

(see fiber) and -oma, a suff. of Greek origin.

fibrosis, n., abnormal formation of fibrous tissue

{med.)— A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. h. fibra

(see fll>er) and -osis, a suff. of Greek origin.

fibula, n., l) a clasp; 2) the outer bone of the leg

{anat.) — L. fibula, 'clasp, buckle, brooch',

haplologic contraction of VL. *fivibula, for

*fig«>e-bula, fr. VL. *fivere, a collateral form of

L.figere, 'to stick, fasten, fix'. See ditch and cp.

fix. Cp. also infilHilate.

Derivative: fibul-ar, adj.

-fie, adj., suff. meaning 'making, causing'. — L.

-ficus (mostly through the medium of F. -fique),

formed from the stem of -ficere, unstressed form

offacere, 'to make, do'. See fact and cp. -ficate,

-fy. The suff. -fie is connected with the primary

word by the thematic vowel -/- (cp. e.g. aur-i-

fie, color-i-fic).

-ficate, verbal suff. meaning 'to make, cause'. —
L. -ficdtus, pp. suff. of verbs in -ficare. See -flc

and verbal suff. -ate and cp. -fy.

-fication, subst. sufF. denoting a making or caus-

ing. — F. -fication, fr. L. -ficdtionem, ace. of

-ficdtio, fr. -ficdtus. See -ficate and -ion.

ficelle, adj., string-colored. — F., 'string, thread,

cord', fr. VL. *filicella, a double dimin. derived

fr. L. filum, 'thread'. See file, 'collection of

papers'.

fichu, n., a kind of small triangular garment

worn by women round the neck. — F., 'necker-

chief, popular pp. of ficher, 'to fix' (influenced

in form by a coarser synonym), fr. VL. *figi-

cdre, a derivative of L.figere, 'to fix'. See fix.

fickle, adj. — ME. fikel, fr. OE.ficol, 'deceitful',

rel. to OE. be-fician, 'to deceive', OE. fdcen, OS.

fekan, OHG. feihhan, 'deceit, fraud, treachery',

OE.fdh, 'hostile', OMG. fehxm, 'to hate', fr. I.-E.

base *peig-, 'evil-minded, treacherous, hostile',

whence also L. piget, 'it irks, troubles, dis-

pleases', piger, 'reluctant, averse, lazy'. Cp. the

collateral base *peik-, whose derivatives see

under feud, 'enmity', fey and foe.

Derivatives : fickle-ness, n., fickl-y, adv. {rare).

ficoid, adj., resembling a fig. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. ficus, 'fig', and Gk. -oeiS^?, 'like', fr.

elSo(;, 'form, shape'. See Ficus and -oid.
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fictile, adj., capable of being molded, plastic. —
L. fictilis, 'made of clay, earthen', fr. fictus, pp.

of fingere, 'to form, shape, invent'. See next

word and -ile.

fiction, n. — F., fr. L. fictionem, ace. of fictio, 'a

forming, shaping', fr. fictus, pp. of fingere, 'to

form, shape'. The original meaning of this verb

was 'to knead'. It derives fr. I.-E. base *dheigh-,

*dhoigh-, *dhigh-, 'to knead, form out of clay,

form, shape', whence also OE. ddg, 'dough'; see

dough and -ion. For the change of the concrete

meaning to the abstract cp. L. comprehendere,

'to seize, grasp; to comprehend, understand'

(see comprehend).

Derivatives: fictionist (q.v.), fiction-al, adj.,

fiction-al-ly, adv.

fictionist, n., a writer of fiction. — A hybrid

formed fr. fiction with -ist, a suff. of Greek

origin.

Denvative: fictionist-ic, adj.

fictitious, adj., i) imaginary; 2) false. — L.

ficticius, 'counterfeit, feigned, not genuine',

fr. fictus, pp. of fingere. See fiction and -itious.

Derivatives : y7cr/f/o«5-/y, adw. , fictitious-ness, n.

Active, adj., imaginary; feigned. — F. fictif

(fem. fictive), fr. L. fictus, pp. of fingere. See

fiction and -ive.

Derivative: fictive-ly, adv.

Ficus, n., a genus of trees, the fig. — L. ficus,

'fig tree, fig.' See fig.

fid, n., a bar of wood used as support {naut.) —
Of uncertain origin.

fiddle, n. — ME. fithele, fr. OE. fidele, rel. to

ON. fidla, MDu. vedel{e) [Du. ve{d)el], OHG.
fidula (MHG. videle, G. Fiedel). These words

probably derive fr. VL. vitula, name of a

stringed instrument, which is of uncertain

origin. It is possibly a back formation fr. L.

vituldri, 'to exult, be joyful', which prob. stands

for vi-tuldri and orig. meant 'to hft up one's

voice in joy', fr. *vi, exclamation of joy (cp.

Gk. cuot, exclamation used in the cult of Dio-

nysus) and tulo, a secondary form of tollo, 'I

raise'. See tolerate and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also viol.

Derivatives : fiddle, y., fiddler {q.v.),fiddl-ing, adj

.

fiddle-faddle, intr. v., to trifle. — Antiphonic

reduplication of fiddle.

fiddler, n. — OE. fidelere, fr. fidele. See fiddle and

agential suff. -er.

fiddley, n., the iron framework round the deck

op>ening that leads to the stokehole of a steam-

ship {naut.) — Of uncertain origin.

fideicommissum, n. (Jaw). — L., lit. '(something)

entrusted to faith', fr. fidei, dat. of fides, 'faith',

and neut. pp. of committere, 'to join together;

to entrust'. See faith and commit.

fidelity, n. — F. fidelile, fr. L. fidelitdtem ace. of

fidelitds, 'faithfulness, fidelity', fr. fidelis, 'true,

faithful', fr. fides, 'faith, confidence, belief,

which is rel. to foedus, 'compact, treaty', and

cogn. with OE. biddan, 'to ask'. See bid and

-ity and cp. affidavit, auto-da-f§, beadle, bona

fide, confederate, confide, defy, diffident, feal,

fealty, federal, fideicommissum, fiducial, fidu-

ciary, infidelity, mala fide, perfidy,

fidget, intr. v., to move restlessly; tr. v., to cause

to fidget. — Dial. E. fidge, 'to move restlessly',

fr. ME. fiken, 'to fidget, hasten', fr. ON.flkjask

(refl. v.), 'to desire eagerly'.

Derivatives: fidget, n., fidget-er, n., fidget-ing,

adj., fidget-ing-ly, adv., fidget-y, adj., fidget-i-ly,

adv., fidget-i-ness, n.

fidibus, n., a paper spill for lighting pipes. — G.,

prob. from facetious interpretation of the word

fidibus in Horace, Odes I 36: £/ tare et fidibus

juvat pldcdre ... deos ('It pleases to appease

the gods with incense and lyre'); tdre abl. of

tUs, 'smoke', was taken humorously, in the

sense of 'tobacco-smoke', and fidibus was ac-

cordingly explained as 'spill for lighting the

pipe'. Fidibus is the pi. ablative of L. fides, 'gut

string, stringed instrument, lyre', which is cogn.

with Gk. aifiSzz (Hesychius), 'sausage'. The

word fidibus was introduced into English by

the American poet Henry Wadsworth Long-

fellow (1807-82) in 1829.

fiducial, adj., i) based on faith; 2) like a trust.—
L. fidQcidlis, 'reliable', fr. fidHcia, 'trust, faith',

fr. fidere, 'to trust'. See fidelity and adj. suff. -al.

fiduciary, adj., i) of a trustee; 2) held in trust; n.,

a trustee. — L. fiducidrius, 'relating to a thing

held in trust', fr. fidHcia. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -ary.

fie, interj. — ME. fi, fr. OF. fi; imitative. Cp.

E.fi.

fief, also feoff, n., land held in fee. — OF. feof,

fief, fr. feudum, 'fief. See feud, 'a fief.

field, n. — ME. feld, fild, fr. OE. feld, rel. to OS.,

OFris., OHG. feld, MHG. velt, G. Feld, Du.

veld, 'field', and to ON. fold, 'earth', OE. folde,

OS. folda, of s.m. Cognates outside Teut. are

Lett, pldtit, 'to flatten', Olr. Idthar, 'distri-

bution', MIr. Idthair, 'surface'. All these words

derive fr. I.-E. *peld-t6 , enlargement of

base *peld-, 'flat, plain', whence L. pldnus, 'flat,

level', OSlav. polje, 'field'. See plain, adj., and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also veld and

the first element in feldspar. Cp. also Pole.

Derivatives: field, tr. and intr. v., field-er, n.

fieldfare, n., a kind of thrush. — ME. feldefare,

fr. OE. feldefare, Ut. 'field goer'. See field and

fare, 'to prosper'.

fiend, n. — ME., fr. OE. feond, 'enemy, foe', lit.

•hater', rel. to ON. fjdndi, OHG. fiant (MHG.
vient, G. Feind), Goth, fijands; prop. pres. par-

ticiples of OE. feon, feogan, resp. ON. fjd,

OHG. fien, Goth, fijan, 'to hate'; fr. I.-E. base

*pei-, *pi-, 'to blame, revile', whence also Goth.

faian, 'to blame', OI. pfjati, 'reviles, scorns'.

For mode of formation cp. friend.

Derivatives: fiend-ful, adj., fiend-ful-ly, adv.,

fiend-ish, adj., fiend-ish-ly, adv., fiend-ish-ness,

n., fiend-like, fiend-ly, adjs., fiend-li-ness, n.
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fierce, adj. — ME. fers, fiers, fr. OF. fers, fiers,

nom. of fevy fier, 'wild, ferocious' (whence F.

fier, 'proud'), fr. L. ferus, 'wild', fr. I.-E. base

*g"'Sr-, 'wild, wild animal', also Gk. &y)p, whence

Lesbian (prjp, Thessal. qjsip, 'wild beast', OSlav.

zveri, Lith. zvens, 'wild beast', OPruss. swirins

(ace. pi.), 'wild beasts'. Cp. feral, 'wild', fero-

cious. Cp. also theralite, theriac, therio-, treacle.

Derivatives: fierce-ly, adv., fierce-ness, n.

fieri facias, name of writ issued by a sheriff con-

cerning the sum for which judgment has been

obtained {law). — L., 'cause it to be done'. See

fiat and fact.

fiery, adj. — Formed fr. fire with adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives : fieri-ty, adv., fteri-ness, n.

fife, n. — F. fifre, 'fife, fifer', fr. Swiss G. pfifer,

'fifer', fr. MHO. pfife (G. Pfeife), 'fife; pipe',

fr. VL. *pipa, 'tube, pipe', back formation fr.

*pipdre, 'to pi pe' . See pipe and cp. peep, 'to chirp'

.

Derivatives: fife, intr. and tr. •<i.,fif-er, n.

fifteen, adj. and n. - - ME. fiftene, fr. OE. flftyne,

flftene, which is formed fr. ///, 'five', with suff.

-tyne, -tene, '-teen' (see five and -teen); rel. to

OS. fiftein, ON. fimtan, Dan., Norw. femten,

Swed.femton, OEris.fifline, Du. vijftien, OHG.
finfzehan, MHG. viinfzehen, fiinfzehen, G. fiinf-

zehn, Goth, fimftaihun, 'fifteen'.

fifteenth, adj. and n. — Formed fr. fifteen with

numeral sutf. -th on the analogy of tenth. Cp.

ME. fiftethe, fr. OE. fiftecda, 'fifteenth', which

was formed fr. flftyne, 'fifteen', on the analogy

of teoda, 'tenth'; see tithe, n. Cp. also ON.
fimmtdndi, Dan. femtende, Swed. femtonde,

OFris. fiftuda, Du. vijftiemie, OHG. finftaze-

hanto, G. fiinfzehnte, Goth, fimftataihunda, 'fif-

teenth'.

fifth, adj. and n. — ME. fifthe, formed on the

analogy of fourlhe, 'fourth'—fr. ME. fifte,

'fifth', fr. OE. fifta, fr. flf, 'five' (see five and

numeral suff. -th); rel. to OS. fiflo, O^. fimmti,

Dan., Swed., Norw. femte, Du. vijfde, OHG.
fimfto, funfto, MHG. viinfte, G. fiinfte, Goth.

fimfta.

fiftieth, adj. and n. — Formed fr. fifty with nu-

meral suff. -th on analogy of tenth. Cp. OE. flf-

tigoda, fr. flftig, 'fifty'. Cp. also ON. fimm-

tugande, Swed. femtionde, 'fiftieth'.

fifty, adj. and n. — ME., fr. OE.fiftig, which is

formed fr. OE.fif 'five', with -tig, 'ten' (see five

and -ty, suff. denoting muUiples of ten); rel.

to OS. fiftich, ON. fimm tigir, Swed. femtio,

Norw. femti, OFris. fiftich, fiftech, Du. vijflig,

OHG. fimfzug, MHG. fiimfzec, fiinfzec, G.

fUnfzig, Goth, fimf tigjus, 'fifty".

fig, n., the fruit. — OF. (= F.) figue, fr. OProv-

eng. figa, fr. VL. *fica, fr. L. ficus, 'fig tree,

fig', which prob. derives fr. Phoen.-Heb. pagh,

phagh (pi. paggfm, phaggtm), 'half-ripe fig'. Cp.

Ficus, the first element in ficoid and the second

element in beccafico, caprification, comfrey.

fig, tr. v., to dress. — A var. of feague.

Derivative:^, n., dress; condition.

fight, tr. and intr. v. — ME. fehten, fr. OE. feoh-

tan, rel. to OFris. fiuhta, OS., OHG. fehtan,

Du. vechten, MHG. vehten, G. fechten, fr. I,-E.

base *pek-, 'to pluck out (wool or hair)', whence

also Gk. Ttexetv, Att. ttekteiv, 'to comb, shear',

jtTEt?, gen. xTEvo; (for *pkten-), 'comb', L.

pecten, gen. -inis, of s.m., pectere, 'to comb'.

For sense development cp. Lith. peSti, 'to pluck

out', su-si-pesli, 'to fight, scuffle', which are of

the same base. See fee, 'cattle', and cp. pecten.

Derivatives:^.?/!?, n. (q.v.),fight-er, n.,fight-ing,

adj., fight-ing-ly, adv.

fight, n. — ME. fiht, fr. OE. feoht, fr. feohtan,

'to fight'. See fight, v.

figment, n., i) something imaginary. 2) invented

story. — L. figmentum, 'formation; fiction;

figure', rel. to figHra, 'shape, figure', lit. 'some-

thing shaped', fr. fingere, 'to form, shape'. See

fiction and -ment and cp. figure.

Derivative : y7.fme«/-a/, adj.

figurant (masc), figurante (fern.), n., a ballet

dancer. — F., prop, masc, resp. fern., pres. part.

of figurer, 'to figure, shape', fr. L. figHrare, fr.

figHra, 'shape, figure'. See figure, n., and -ant.

figurate, adj. — L. figuratus, pp. oi ftgUrdre. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

figuration, n. — F., fr. L. figurationem, ace. of

figdrdtid, 'a forming, shaping', fr. figurdtus, pp.

of figiirdre. See prec. word and -ion.

figurative, adj. — F. figuratif (fern, figurative), fr.

Late L. figurdtlvus, 'figurative', fr. L. figiiratus,

pp. of figiirdre. See figurate and -ive.

Derivatives : figurative-ly, a<i\.,figurative-ness, n.

figure, n. — F., fr. L.figura, 'form, shape, figure;

nature, species', rel. to fingere, 'to form, shape'.

Sec fiction and -ure.

figure, tr. and intr. v. — F. figurer, fr. L. figiirdre,

'to form, shape', fr. figura. See figure, n., and

cp. configure, disfigure, prefigure, transfigure.

Derivative: figur-ed, adj.

figurine, n., a small figure; a statuette. — F., fr.

ft. figurina, dimin. of figura, fr. L. figHra. See

figure, n., and -ine (representing L. -inus).

fig wart, a condyloma. - Cp. OE.fic, MHG. vie,

veig, 'the piles', fr. L. ficus, 'fig tree, fig; the

piles' (see fig, n.); so called from its shape.

Filago, n., a genus of plants of the thistle family

(bot.)— ModL., fr. L. filum, 'thread'. See file,

'collection of papers'. Cp. Gifola.

filament, n., a fine thread, fiber. — F., fr. ModL.

fildmentum, fr. Late L. fildre, 'to spin'. See file,

'collection of papers', and -ment.

Derivatives: filament-ary, filament-ed, filarrtent-

ous, adjs.

Filaria, n., a genus of nematode worms (zool.)—
ModL., lit. 'threadlike', fr. filum, 'thread'. See

file, 'collection of papers'.

filariasis, n., a disease caused by Filaria {med.) —
A Medical Latin hybrid coined fr. Filaria (fr.

L. filum) and -iasis, a suff. of Greek origin.

filature, n., the reeling of silk from cocoons. —
P., fr. Late L. fildtus, pp. of fildre, 'to spin', fr.
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filum, 'thread'. See file, 'collection of papers',

and -ure.

filbert, n., the hazelnut. — Fr. dial. F. noix de

filbert, lit. 'nut of Philibert'; so called because

the day of St. Philibert (Aug. 22) fell in the

nutting season. The name Philibert derives fr.

OHG. Filuberht and lit. means 'very bright'.

See bright and cp. the second element in Albert

and in names there referred to.

flich, tr. v., to steal. — Of unknown origin.

Derivatives: filch-er, n., filch-ery, n., filch-ing,

adj., filch-ing-ly, adv.

file, n., i) a collection of papers; 2) a line, row.

— In some senses fr. F. file, 'row', fr. filer, 'to

spin', fr. Late L. fildre, 'to spin' (whence also

It. filare, OProvetK;. filar, Sp. hilar, 'to spin'), fr.

L. filum, 'thread', in some fr. F.fil, 'thread' (fr.

L. filum). L. filum stands for I.-E. base *g"'his-

lom and is cogn. with Arm. jil, 'sinew, string,

line', Lith. gysla, 'vein, sinew', Lett, dzisla,

'vein', OPruss. pette-gislo, 'vein of the back',

OSlav. zila, 'vein'. L. funis, 'rope, line, cord',

is not cognate. Cp. Filago, filament, Filaria,

filigree, ficelle, enfilade, profile, purfle. Cp. also

hilum, nihil.

Derivative: yi/e, tr. v., to arrange in a file.

file, tr. v., to march in file; tr. v., to cause to

march in file. — F. filer, fr. Late L. fildre, 'to

march in file', fr. L. filum, 'thread'. See file, 'a

collection of papers', and cp. defile, 'to march

in file'.

file, n., a tool of steel. — ME. file, fr. OE. feol,

fil, rel. to OS., OHG. fila, OSwed. fSl, MDu.,

MHG. vile, Du. vijl, G. Feile, and prob. cogn.

with 01. pimsdti, 'hews out, carves', L. pingere,

'to paint'. See paint and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: ^/e, tr. v., to rub with a file, fil-er,

n.,fil-ing, n.

file, tr. v., to make foul, to defile {archaic or dial.)

— ME. filen, fulen, fr. OE. -fylan (occurring

only in compounds), fr. /«/, 'foul'. See foul and

cp. defile, 'to make foul'.

filemot, adj., of the color of a dead leaf — Cor-

ruption of F. feuille morte, 'dead leaf, fr.

feuille, 'leave' (fr. L. folia), and morte, fern, of

mort, 'dead', pp. of mourir, 'to die'. See folio and

mortal and cp. feuille morte. Cp. also feuilleton.

filial, adj. — Vh.filidlis, 'filial', fr. L.filius, 'son',

assimilated fr. *felios, orig. 'a suckling', rel.

to fe-ldre, 'to suck', fe-cundus, 'fruitful, fertile',

fe-mina, 'woman', lit., 'she who suckles', fe-lix,

'fruitful; auspicious, happy', /^-ru^, n., a bring-

ing forth; offspring', fe-tus, adj., 'pregnant,

breeding, fruitful', fe-nus, 'proceeds, increase',

lit. 'that which is produced', fr. L. base *fe-,

corresponding to I.-E. base *dhe{i)-, *d¥{i)-,

*dhf-, 'to suck, suckle, produce, yield', whence

also OX. dhdyati, 'sucks', dhiyah, 'nourishing',

dharuh, 'sucking', Gk. SiQ-Xri, 'mother's breast,

teat, nipple', ftij-Xui;, 'female, fruitful', Ho-

meric ft^-a&ai, 'to suck, milk', Gk. frrj-viov

(Hesychius), 'milk', OSlav. doJQ, dojiti, 'to

suckle', dojilica, 'nurse', deti, 'child', deva, 'vir-

gin', Lith. dell, 'leech', Lett, diju, det, 'to suck',

dfls, 'son', dilit, 'to suckle', OPruss., dadan,

'milk', Goth, daddjan, 'to suckle', OSwed.
doeggja, OHG. tden, of s.m., OHG. tila, 'female

breast', Olr. dinu, 'lamb', denaim, 'I suck', Bret.

denaff, of s.m., Mir. del, 'teat, nipple'. Cp.

affiliate, dug, 'teat', effieminate, effete, epithelium,

fecund, felicity, female, feminine, fennel, fenu-

greek, fetus, Fitz-, thely-, the first element in

hidalgo and the second element in sainfoin.

Derivatives: filial-ity, ii., filial-ly, adv.

filiate, tr. v., to adopt as a son or daughter; to

affiUate. — ML. filidtus, pp. offilidre, 'to have

a child', fr. L.filius, 'son',/ffe, 'daughter'. See

filial and verbal suff. -ate and cp. affiliate.

filiation, n., the act of filiating; affiUation. — F.,

fr. ML. filiatidnem, ace. of filidtio, fr. filidre.

See prec. word and -ion.

ffiibeg, n., a kilt. — Gael, feileadh beag, fr.

feileadh, 'kilt', and beag, 'small'.

Filibranchia, n., an order of bivalve moUusks

{zool.) — A ModL. hybrid coined fr. L. filum,

'thread', and Gk. Ppay/iov, 'gill'. See file, 'col-

lection of papers', and branchia.

filibuster, n., i) freebooter, pirate; 2) one who
obstructs political action by wasting (lit. 'pi-

rating') the time of Congress by talking ([/.S'..^.)

— Sp. filibustero, 'freebooter', prob. fr, 1 6th cent.

E.flibutor (whence also F . ftibustier), a var. of

freebooter (q.v.)

Y)m\a.t\v^s: filibuster, intr. and tr. v.,filibuster-

er, n., filibuster-ism, n., filibuster-ous, adj.

filicide, n., one who kills his son or daughter. —
Compounded of L.filius, 'son', orfilia, 'daugh-

ter', and -cida, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See

filial and -cide, 'killer'.

filicide, n., the act of killing one's son or daughter.

— Compounded of L. filius, 'son', or filia,

'daughter', and -cidium, 'killing', fr. caedere, 'to

kill'. See filial and -cide, 'killing'.

filigrain, flligrane, n., filigree {archaic). — F., fr.

It. filigrana, fr. L. filum, 'thread', and grdnum,

'grain'. See file, 'collection of papers', and

grain, and cp. next word.

Derivative: filigran-ed, adj.

filigree, n., ornamental work of fine wire. —
Corrupted fr. filigrane.

Derivatives: filigree, tr. v., filigre-ed, adj.

Filipendula, n., a genus of plants of the rose

family {bot.)— ModL., compounded of L. filum,

'thread', and pendulus, 'hanging' (see next word)

;

so called in allusion to the roots. Cp. next word.

filipendulous, adj., suspended by a thread. —
Compounded of L. filum, 'thread', andperutulus,

'hanging', fr. pendere, 'to hang'. See file, 'a col-

lection of papers', pendant and -ous, and cp.

prec. word.

Filix, n., a genus of ferns of the family Polypo-

diaceae {hot.) — L. filix, gen. -icis, 'a fern', of

uncertain origin.



till

fill, tr. and intr. v. — ME. fillen, fullen, fr. OE.
fytlan, rel. to OS. fulljan, ON., Swed. fylla, Dan.

fyUe, OFris. fella, Du. vullen, OHG. fullen,

MHG., G. fullen, Goth, fulljan, 'to fill', and to

E. full, adj. (q.v.)

Derivatives: fill-er, n., filling, n. and adj., fill-

ing-ly, adv., fill-ing-ness, n.

fill, n., a full supply. — ME. fille, fr. OE. fyllo,

rel. to OE. fyllan, 'to fill'. Cp. 01>i. fyllr, OHG.
/u//i, 'abundance', Goth. ufar-fuUei, 'super-

abundance', and see fill, v.

fille de chambre, chambermaid. — F., fr. L.filia,

'daughter', de, 'from, away from', and camera,

'vault, arched roof. See filial, de-, and chamber,

fillet, n. — F. filet, dimin. of fil, 'thread, fr. L.

fllum. See file, 'collection of papers', and -et.

Derivatives
:
yj/fe/, tr. \.,fillet-er, n., fillet-ing, n.

fillip, tr. and intr. v. and n.— Of imitative origin.

Cp. flap, flip, flippant, flop,

fillister, n., a plane for grooving. — Of unknown
origin.

fUlowite, n., a hydrous phosphate of manganese.

iron, sodium, etc. {mineral.) — Named after

A.N. Fillow of Branchville, Connecticut. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

filly, n., a female foal. — ME. fillie, fr. ON. fylja,

fem. of foli, 'foal'. See foal and cp. words there

referred to.

film, n.— ME. filme, fr. OE. filmen, 'membrane',

rel. to OFris. filmene, 'skin', OE. fell, 'hide,

skin'. See fell, 'hide', and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives : film, intr. and tr. v., film-ie, adj.,

film-y, adj., film-i-ly, adv., film-i-ness, n.

filoselle, n., floss silk. — F., fr. dial. It. filosello,

'cocoon of the silkworm; floss siUc', a blend of

*folisello, 'a little bag', and filo, 'thread'. It.

*folisello derives fr. VL. *follicellus, fr. L. folli-

culus, 'a little bag', dimin. oi follis, 'a pair of

bellows; a bag'; see follicle. It. filo comes fr.

L. fllum, 'thread'; see file, 'a collection of

papers'.

filter, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) filtre, fr. ML.
filtrum, 'a strainer of felt', fr. Teut. *felti-, 'felt'.

See felt and cp. felter.

filter, tr. and intr. v. — ML. fillrdre, h. filtrum.

See filter, n., and cp. filtrate.

Derivatives: filter-able, adj., filter-abil-ity, n.,

filter-able-ness, n., filter-er, n., filter-ing, n.

filth, n. — ME. filthe, fulthe, fr. OE. fytd, rel. to

OHG. fulida. 'filth'. See foul and subst. suff. -th.

Derivatives: filth-y, adj., filth-i-ly, adv., filth-i-

ness, n.

filtrable, adj. — See filtrate and -able and cp.

filterable.

filtrate, tr. and intr. v., to filter. — ML. filtrdtus,

pp. of filtrdre. See filter, v., and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: >5/fra/e, n., filtrat-ion, n.

flmble, n., the male hemp plant; its fiber. —
MDu. fhnele (cp. the variants femele, femeel,

fumeel), fr. F. (chanvre) femelle, lit. 'female

hemp'; now used to denote the male hemp. See

female,

fimbria, n., fringe, border. — L., 'fiber, fringe'.

See fringe,

fimbriate, adj., fringed. — Formed with adj. suff.

-ate fr. L. fimbria. See prec. word.

Deriwative: fimbriat-ed, adj.

Fimbristylis, n., a genus of plants of the sedge

family (hot.) — A ModL. hybrid coined fr. L.

fimbria, 'thread, fringe' (see fimbria), and stylus,

fr. Gk. CTTuXti;, 'pillar', which is rel. to axuXo?,

'pillar' (see style, 'gnomon'). The correct form

would be Lomatostylis, in which both elements

are of Greek origin (see loma).

fin, n. — ME. finne, fr. OE. finn, rel. to MLG.,
MDu. vinne, Du. vin (G. Finne is a LG. loan

word), and possibly cogn. with L. spina, 'thorn,

spine'. See spine.

Derivatives: fin, tr. and intr. v., finn-ed, adj.

finable, adj. — Formed with suff. -able fr. fine,

'to punish by a fine'.

final, adj. — ME., fr. MF. ( = F.) final, fr. Late

L.findlis, 'pertaining to boundaries, concluding,

final', fr. L. finis, 'limit, boundary, extremity,

end'. See finis and adj. suff. -al and cp. next

word. Cp. also finial.

Derivatives: final, n., finalism, finalist (qq.v),

finality (q.v.), final-ly, adv.

finale, n., close, conclusion. — It., fr. Late L.

findlis, 'concluding', fr. L. finis. See final,

finalism, n., teleology. — Formed with suff,

-ism fr. L. findlis. See flnaL

finalist, n., an adherent of finalism. — Formed
with suff. -ist fr. Late L. findlis. See final,

finality, n. — F. finalite, fr. Late L. findlitdtem,

ace. oi findlitds, 'the state of being final', fr.

findlis. See final and -ity.

finance, n.— ME. finaunce, fr. OF. (= V.)finance,

fr. finer, 'to pay, settle a debt', orig. 'to settle

any dispute', fr. ML. findre, a collateral form

of L. finire, 'to put an end to, finish', fr. finis,

'end'; see finis and cp. fine, 'end'. For sense

development cp. Gk. t^Xo?, 'end', pi. t£Xii,

'services due ; dues exacted by the state ; financial

means'. For the ending see suff. -ance.

Derivatives: finance, tr. and intr. v., financial

(q.v.), financier (q.v.), financ-ist, n.

financial, adj. — Coined by the British statesman

Edmund Burke (1729-1797) fr. finance and

suff. -iai.

Derivatives : financial-ist, financial-ly, adv.

financier, n. — F., fr. finance. See finance and

-ier.

Derivatives: financier, v., financier-y, n.

finch, n. — ME. finch, fr. OE. fine, rel. to Du.

vink, OHG. finco,fincho, MHG. vinke, G. Fink;

of imitative origin; cp. Gk. tsTdyyoi;, 'chaffinch',

OTttl^a (for *(j7TtY-ia), of s.m., oitiJ^eiv (for

'a-rdf-ifiiii), 'to chirp, pipe', which are also

imitative. Cp. also spink.

Derivatives: y&icA-erf, adj., finch-ery, n.

find, tr. and intr. v. — ME. finden, it. OE. findan.
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rel. to OS. findan,fithan, ON., Swed. finna, Dan.

finde, MDu., Du. vinden, OHG. findan, fintan,

MHG. vinden, G. finden, Goth, finpan. The orig.

meaning of these words was 'to come upon', fr.

I.-E. base *pent-, 'to go, pass; path, bridge',

whence also OHG. fendeo, 'pedestrian', OI.

pdnthdb, 'path, way', Avestic, ;?««/(!, 'way'. Arm.

hun, gen. hni (for *ponti), 'way, ford', Gk.

TiovTO?, 'open sea', tcixtoi; (for *p^tos), 'trodden

way, path', iraTsco, 'I step', h.pons, gen. pontis,

'bridge', OSXav. pgti, 'path', p?ta, 'heel', OPruss.

pintis, 'way, road'. For sense development cp.

Hitt. wemiya, 'to find', lit. 'to come upon',

OSlav. na-iti, 'to find', fr. iti, 'to go', and L. m-

venire, 'to find', lit. 'to come upon', fr. in, 'in,

on', and venire, 'to come'. Cp. pad, 'road',

paddle, path. Cp. also peripatetic, pons, ponceau,

'culvert', pontifex, pontiff, pontoon, punt, 'river

boat'. Cp. also sputnik.

Derivatives: find, n., find-able, adj., find-er, n.,

find-ing, n.

fine, n., end, conclusion. — ME. fine, fin, fr. OF.

(= F.)fin, 'end, settlement', fr. h. finis. See finis,

fine, n., a sum paid as penalty. — Lit., 'a sum

paid as final settlement', fr. fine, 'end, con-

clusion'.

Derivative: fine, tr. and intr. v., to punish by

a fine.

fine, adj., delicate. — OF. fin, fr. VL. *finus, fr.

L. finis, 'limit, boundary, end', also used in the

sense of 'the highest'. See finis and cp. fine,

'end', finite.

Derivatives: fine, intr. v., adv., and n., fine-ly,

adv., fine-ness, n., finery (see next word), fin-

ish, adj.

finery, n., an elaborate adornment. — Lit. 'some-

thing that is fine'; see fine, adj., and -ery.

finery, n., hearth for making cast iron, malle-

able. — F. finerie, fr. fin, 'fine, delicate'. See

fine, adj., and -ery and cp. refinery.

finesse, n., i) delicacy; 2) artfuhiess. — F., fr.^«,

'fine'. See fine, adj., and 2nd -ess.

Derivative : finesse, intr. and tr. v.

finger, n. — OE., rel. to OS., OHG. fingar, ON.

fingr, Du., MHG. vinger, G. Finger, Goth.

figgrs; prob. rel. to five and cogn. with Arm.

hinger-ord, 'the fifth'. See A. Meillet in Bulletin

de la societd de linguistique, 1928, 29, 36.

Derivatives: finger, tr. and intr. v., finger-ed,

adj., -finger-ed, combining iotra, fingering (q.v.),

finger-less, adj., fingerling (q.v.), finger-y, adj.

fingering, n., the act of using the fingers (esp.

mus.) — Formed fr. finger, v. (see prec. word)

with -ing", suff. forming verbal nouns.

fingering, n., a fine woolen yam. — Earlier fin-

gram, corrupted fr. V.fin grain, lit. 'fine grain'.

See fine, adj., and grain. For a similar cor-

ruption cp. grogram.

fingerling, n., a small object. — Formed fr.

finger with dimin. suff. -ling.

finial, n., an ornament at the apex of a spire,

gahle, etc. (archil.) — A var. of flnaL

finical, finicking, finicky, adj., over-fastidious. —
Related to fine, adj.

Derivatives: finical-ity, n., finical-ly, adv., fini-

cal-ness, n.

finis, n., end, close, conclusion. — h. finis, 'limit,

boundary, extremity, end', of uncertain origin;

possibly standing for *fig-snis, 'something

fixed, firmly set', fr. figere, 'to fix, fasten'. See

ditch and cp. fix. Cp. also final, fine, 'end', fine,

'delicate', finance, finial, finical, finish, finite,

affine, affinity, confine, define, definition, in-

finite, refined, superfine, trephine,

finish, tr. and intr. v. — OF. feniss- (F. finiss-),

pres. part, stem of OF. fenir (F. finir), fr. L.

finire, 'to set limits to, bound, enclose, deter-

mine, fix, end, finish', fr. finis. See prec. word

and verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives : finish, n., finish-er, n., finish-ing, n.

finite, adj. — h.finitus, pp. oifinire, 'to set limits

to, bound, end, finish'. See finish and adj. suff.

-ite.

Derivatives: ySniVe-fy, adv., finite-ness, n.

Finn, n., a native of Finland. — OE. Finnas, 'the

Finns'.

Derivatives : Finn-ic, Finn-ish, adjs.

finnan haddock, also finnan, n., smoked haddock.

— So called from Findon, a fishing village in

Scotland.

finny, adj., l) having fins; 2) abounding in fish

(poet.) — Formed fr. fin with adj. suff. -y.

finocbio, n., the sweet fennel. — It. finocchio, fr.

VL. fenuc(u)lum, fr. L. feniculum, dimin. of

fenum, 'hay'. See fennel and cp. fenugreek.

fiord, fjord, n., a narrow arm of the sea. — Norw.

fiord, fr. ON. f/ordr (whence also E. firth,

frith); rel. to ford (q.v.)

fiorin, n., a sort of meadow grass.— Ir.fiorthann,

'a sort of grass'.

fiorite, n., a kind of opal (mineral.) — Named

after Santa Flora, Italy. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

fir, n. — ME. firre, fr. Dan. fyr, which is rel. to

ON., Swed. fura, Norw. furu, OS. furie, OHG.

foraha, forha, MHG. vorhe, G. Fdhre, 'fir',

OHG. fereheih, 'mountain oak', fr. I.-E. base

*perq''(o)-, whence also Ol. parakafdh, 'the holy

fig tree'. Hind, pargdi, 'the evergreen oak', L.

quercus, 'oak'. Cp. alcomoque, cork, Quercus.

I.-E. *perq^(p)-, 'oak', developed over 'oak

forest' into 'wooded mountain', in Goth, fair-

guni, 'mountain', OE. fiergen-, 'wooded moun-

tain', OCelt. "Perkunid, whence Gk. 'Apxuvta

SpT),' Opxiivioi; Sputi6(;, L. Hercynia silva. Her-

cynius saltus, 'Hercynian forest'. See Hercynia.

Derivative : firr-y, adj.

fire, n. — ME. fire, fir, fur, fyr, fr. OE.fyr, rel. to

OS., OFris. fiur, ON. furr, fyrr, MDu., Du.

vuur, OHG. fiur, MHG. viur, viuwer, G. Feuer,

'fire', and cogn. with Toch. A por, B pwdr,

•fire', Arm. hur, 'fire, torch', Gk. Ttup, Umbr.

pir, 'fire', C7ec\\pyf, 'hot ashes'; fr. I.-E. base

*pew6r-, 'power-, 'fire'. Compare, with -n for



-r, Goth, fon, gm.funins, ON.funi, and OPruss.
panno, 'fire'. Cp. also, with -r in the nom. and
-« in the gen., Hitt. pahhur, gen. pahhuenash,
'fire'. Cp. also pyre.

Derivatives :yi/-e, tr. and intr. y., fire-less, adj.,

fir-ing, n.

firkin, n., a small cask. — Fr. earlier ferdekyn,
it. Du. vierdekijn, dimin. of vierde, 'fourth',

which is rel. to E. fourth (q.v.) For the ending
see suff. -kin. Cp. fardel, 'fourth part'. The firkin

was so called because it orig. contained a
quarter of a barrel.

firm, adj. — ME.ferme, fr. OF. (= F.)ferme, fr.

L. firmus, 'firm, steadfast, stable, strong', rel.

to fere, ferme, 'nearly', prob. also to fretus,

'relying on', fr. I.-E. base *dher{e)-, 'to hold,
support', whence also OI. dhardyati, 'he holds,
supports', dhdranah, 'holding', dhdrmah, 'cus-

tom, law', Avestic darayeiti, 'he holds, sup-
ports', OPers. ddraydmiy, 'I hold', Gk. &pavo?,
'bench', ^^vui;, 'footstool', ^povo?, 'seat'. Ion.
^pricaa^ixi (aor.), 'to sit down', possibly also
S-^pa^i and •9-epa7rov, 'servant, attendant'. Cp.
firm, n., firmament, afiirm, confirm, infirm, farm,
frenum, relrain, v. Cp. also therapeutic, throne,
thorax, dharma, dhama, the first element in
Darius and the second element in aumildar and
in words there referred to.

Derivatives: firm, adv. and tr. and intr. v.,

firm-ly, adv., firm-ness, n.

firm, n., partnership. — It. firma, 'confirmation,
signature', fr. firmare, fr. L. firmdre, 'to make
firm or steady, to strengthen, confirm', fr.

firmus. See firm, adj.

firmament, n. — L. firmdmentum, 'strengthening,
support; the sky fixed above the earth, the fir-

mament', fr. firmdre. See firm, v., and -ment.
Derivative: firmament-al, adj.

firman, also firmaun, n., a decree issued by an
Oriental sovereign. — Turk, fermdn, fr. Pers.
farmdn, 'order, decree, passport' (rel. to far-
mudan, 'to order'), fr. OPers. framdnd, which
is rel. to 01. pramdriah, 'measure, scale, stand-
ard, rule'; fr. I.-E. *prS-, 'before, forward, for',

and *me-, 'to measure'. See pro- and meditate
and cp. matra and the second element in vimana.

flm, n., last year's snow, n6v6 (phys. geogr.) —
G. Firn, lit. 'last year's (snow)', fr. Swiss G. firn,
'of last year', fr. MHG. virne, 'old', fr. OHG.
firni, of s.m., which is rel. to OE. fyrn, 'old',

Goth, fairns, 'of last year, old', and cogn. with
Lith. pernai, 'last year', Lett, pern-s, 'old', Gk.
7t£puai, 'a year ago, last year', OI. parut, 'of
last year', purd, 'before, formerly', purdmh,
'former'. See fore, adv., and per and cp. next
word.

first, adj. — ME. first, firste, fr. OE. fyrst, rel. to
OS., OHG. furist, ON. fyrstr, Dan ferste,
OFris. ferest, 'first', OFhs.fersta, MDu. vorste,
Du. vorst, OS., OHG. fitrisro, MHG. fiirsle,

G. Furst, 'prince'. These words are prop, super-
latives formed fr. I.-B. *prd-, 'before', whence
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OI. purd, 'before, formerly'. See prec. word.
Derivatives: first, n. and adv., firstling (q.v.),

first-ly, adv., first-ness, n.

firstling, n. — Formed fr. first with suff. -ling,

prob. on analogy of G. Erstling or Du. eerste-
ling.

firth, n., a narrow inlet of the sea; estuary. —
ME., fr. ON. fjordr. See fiord and cp. frith.

fisc, n., state treasury. — F., fr. L. fiscus, 'woven
basket, purse; treasury', which stands for *bhid-
s-ko-s, fr. I.-E. base *bheidh-, 'to bind, twist',

whence also L.fidelia (for *bhideslia), 'clay ves-
sel* (orig. 'anything tied up together'), Gk.
Tti^o? (dissimilated fr. *<ptdoi;), 'winejar', ON.
bida, 'milk pail'. Cp. confiscate. Cp. also pithos.
Cp. also besom.

fiscal, adj., financial. — F., fr. Late L. fiscdlis,

'relating to the treasury, fiscal', fr. L. fiscus. See
prec. word and adj. suff. -aL
Derivatives: ^ica/, n., fiscal-fy, adv.

fischerite, n., a basic aluminum phosphate (min-
eral.) — Named after the German naturalist

Gotthelf Fischer von Waldheim (1771-1853).
For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

fish, n., an aquatic animal. — ME. fisch, fr. OE.
fisc, rel. to OS., OFris., OHG. fisc, ON. fiskr,
Dan., Swed. fisk, MDu. vise, Du. vis, MHG.
vise, visch, G. Fisch, Goth, fisks, 'fish', and
cogn. with L. piscis, Olr. iasc, gen. eisc (for

*piska), 'fish', Russ. piskar', 'groundling'. Cp.
Pisces, piscatory, piscina, and the second ele-

ment in grampus and in porpoise.

Derivatives: fish, v. (q.v.), fish-ery, n., fish-y,
adj., fish-i-ly, adv., fish-i-ness, n.

fish, intr. and tr. v., to catch fish. — ME. fisken,
fischen, fr. OE. fiscian, fr. fisc, 'fish'; rel. to

O^.fiska, OHG. ftscdn, G. fischen, Goth, fiskdn,
'to fish'. See prec. word.
Derivatives: ^.sAe;- (q.v.), fish-ing, n.

fish, n., a counter used in games. — F. fiche, 'peg,
mark, counter', back formation fr. ficher, 'to

thrust in, drive in', fr. VL. *figicdre (whence also
It. ficcare, OProven?. ficar, Sp. hincar, 'to

thrust in, drive in', fr. L. figere, 'to fix, fasten,

attach, affix'. See fix and cp. fltche.

fisher, n. — ME. fischere, fr. OE. fiscere, fr. fise,

'fish'. See fish, 'an aquatic animal', and agential
suff. -er.

fissi-, combining form meaning 'divided'. — Fr.
L. fissus, pp. of findere, 'to cleave'. See next
word.

fissile, adj., capable of being cleft. — L. fissilis,

'that which may be cleft or split', fr. fissus, pp.
oi findere, 'to cleave, split', which is cogn. with
OLbhindtti, 'splits, cleaves', OE. bitan, 'to bite'.

See bite and cp. fistula. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in bifid, trifid, quadrifid, multifld, palmatifld.

Denvativt: fissil-ity, n.

fission, n. — L. fissid, gen. -dnis, 'a cleaving', fr.

fissus, pp. of findere. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: jfe«o/i, tr. and intr. v.

flssiparous, adj., reproducing by fission. — Com-
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pounded of fissi- and L. -parus (in viviparus,

'bringing forth its young alive'). See -parous,

fissure, n. — F., fr. L. fissura, 'a cleft', fr. fissus,

pp. oi findere. See fissile and -ure.

Derivatives: fissure, tr. and intr. v., fissur-ed,

fissur-y, adjs.

fist, n. — ME. fust, fist, fr. OE.fyst, rel. to OS.,

OHG., MHG. fast, OFris. fest, MDu. vuust,

Du. vuist, G. Faust, and cogn. with OSlav.

p(sti, Russ. piasti, 'fist'. Cp. foist.

Derivatives: /is/-erf, adj., fistic (q.v.), fist-y, adj.

fistic, adj., pertaining to boxing (colloq.) — A
hybrid coined fr. fist and -ic, a suff. of Greek or

Latin origin.

Derivatives : y?i<ic-a/, adj.

fisticuff, n., a cuff with the fist. — Compounded

of fist and cuff.

Derivative :.^i«icH#, tr. v.

fistula, n., 1) a pipe or tube; 2) a long sinuous

pipelike ulcer. — L., 'pipe, tube, fistula', prob.

a diminutive formed fr. fid-, the stem oifindere,

'to cleave, split'. See fissile,

flstular, adj., fistulous. — L. fistuldris, fr. fistula.

See prec. word and -ar.

.

fistulous, adj., i) tubelike; 2) containing tubelike

parts; 3) pertaining to a fistula.— L.fistuldsus,

'pipe-shaped', fr. fistula. See fistula and -ous.

fit, n., division of a song (archaic). — ME. fitte,

fr. OE. fitt, 'song, poem', rel. to OS. fittea,

'division of a poem', OHG. fizza, MHG. vitze,

'list of cloth' (whence G. Fitze, 'skein'), ON.

fitja, 'to knit together', ME. fitten, 'to array',

and cogn. with Gk. iziKot. (for *-Ki^-ia.), 'foot;

extremity, end, border', Ttoii?, gen. 7toS6?, 'foot'.

See foot and cp. fit, v.

fit, tr. and intr. v., to suit. — ME. fitten, 'to ar-

ray, arrange', rel. to MDu. vitten, 'to fit, suit',

ON. fitJa, 'to knit together', OE. fitt, 'song,

poem'. See fit, 'division of a song'.

Derivatives :^^men^ n.,fitt-er, n.,fitt-ing, adj.

and D., fitt-ing-ly, adv., fitt-ing-ness, a.

fit, adj. —- ME. fyt, prob. fr. fitten, 'to' array'

(see fit, v.); influenced in meaning by a confu-

sion with ME. fete, 'well done, fitting', fr. L.

factus (see feat).

Derivatives: fit-ly, adv., fit-ness, n.

fit, n., fitness. — Fr. fit, v.

fit, n., sudden attack of sickness; paroxysm.

— ME., fr. OE. fitt, 'conflict', of uncertain

origin.

fitch, n. — A dial. var. of vetch.

fitch, n., a fitchew or its fur.— U.T)\x.fisse, visse,

vische, prob. related to vies, 'stinking', and to

E. fizz (q.v.) Cp. fitchew.

fitcbe, adj., pointed at its lower end (her:) — F.

fiche, 'fixed', pp. oi ficher. See fish, 'counter'.

fitchet, n., a fitchew or its fur. — Formed with

dimin. suff. -et fr. fitch, 'fitchew'.

fitchew, n., the polecat or its fur. — ME., fr.

Picard ficheux, corresponding to OF. fichau, it.

MDu. fisse, visse. See fltch, 'fitehew'.

fitfid, adj.. irregular. — Coined by Shakespeare

fr. fit, 'paroxysm', and the adj. full. The word

was reintroduced after 1800.

Derivatives: fitful-ty, adv., fitful-ness, n.

Fitz-, first element in PNs., and meaning 'son'

(esp. of illegitimate descendants). — AF., fr.

OF. fiz (pronounced fits), fr. earlier fils (cp. F.

fils), fr. L. filius, 'son'. See filial,

five, adj. and n. — ME. fif fr. OE. fif, rel. to

OS. fif ON. fimm, Dan., Swed., Norw. fem,

OHG. funf finf MHG., G. ftinf Goth, fimf

fr. I.-E. *penq'^e (with assimilation of 9" to

initial p) ; cogn. with OI. pdhca, Toch. A pan,

B pic, Arm. king (in sense of the phonetic law

according to which k preceded by a nasal sound

becomes g), Gk. tt^vte, Aeol. Tr^jxTts, L. quinque

(with assimilation of initial p in the first syllable

to initial q"' in the following syllable (see quin-

que-). Alb. pesE, Gheg p?SE, OSlav. p^ti, Lith.

penki, OW. pimp, Olr. cdic (with assimilation

as in L. quinque). Cp. cmq(ue), kantar, keno,

Panchatantra, panchayat, pcnta-, punch, 'a

beverage', quinary, quinque-. Cp. also finger,

fives, n., a ball game played by two or four per-

sons. — PI. of five,

fix, tr. and intr. v. — ME. fixen, fr. fix, 'fixed',

fr. OF. fix (F. fixe), 'fixed', fr. L. flxus, pp. of

figere, 'to fix, fasten'. See ditch and cp. finis.

Cp. also fibula, afflche, affix, antefixa, confix,

crucifix, infix, transfix, palafitte.

Derivatives:)?;*:, n. (colloq:), fix-able, nd]., fixate

(q.w.), fixation (q.v.),fix-ed, ad}.,fix-ed-ly, adv.,

fix-ed-ness, n., fix-er, n., fix-ing, n. (the pi.,

'equipment', is colloq.)

fixate, tr. and intr. v. — Back formation fr.

fixation.

Derivative: fixat-ive, adj.

fixation, n. — ML. fixdtio, gen. -dnis, fr. L,

fixdtus, pp. oifixdre, freq. oifigere (pp. fixus),

'to fi«, fasten'. See fix and -ation.

fixity, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L. fixus,

'fixed'. Cp. F. fixite and see fix.

fixture, n. — Fr. earlier fixure, which is formed

with suff. -ure fr. L. fixus, 'fixed' (see fix); in-

fluenced in form by the false analogy of mixture

(rel. to mix), in which, however, the / is organic

(it represents L. t in mixtus, 'mixed', pp. of

miscere, 'to mix').

fizgig, n., i) a flirtatious girl; 2) a kind of noisy

firework. — Compounded of fizz and gig, 'any-

thing whirling'.

fizz, intr. v., to hiss. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

ON. fisa, 'to break wind', Dan. fise, 'to foist,

fizzle', G. fisten, 'to break wind', and E. fitch,

'fitchew'.

Derivatives :.Azz, a.,fizz-y, adj.

fizzle, intr. v. — Formed fr. fizz with freq. suff.

-le.

Derivative: .^rzfe, n.

Qord, — See fiord.

flabbergast, tr. v., to astound (colloq.)—A blend

of flabby and a^iast

Mbby, adj., limp; lacking firmness, weak. — Fr.



earlier floppy, which is formed fr. flap, n., with
suff. -y.

Derivatives :y7aM/-/y, ad\.,flabbi-ness, n.

flabellate, adj., fan-shaped. — L. ftabellatus,

pp. of flabelldre, 'to fan', fr. flabellum. See
flabellum and adj. suflf. -ate.

flabelliform, adj., fan-shaped. — Compounded
of L. flabellum, 'a small fan', and forma, 'form,

shape'. See next word and form, n.

flabellum, n., i) a fan used in religious cere-

monies; 2) a fan-shaped organ (zool.) — L.

flabellum, 'a small fan', dimin. of flabrum,
'breeze', from the stem oiflare, 'to blow', which
is cogn. with OE. bldwan, 'to blow'. See blow,
'to puff', and cp. flatus and words there re-

ferred to.

flaccid, adj., flabby. — F.flaccide, fr. h.flaccidus,
fr. flaccus, 'flabby', which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: ^ac«y-;/>', n., flaccid-ness, n.,flac-

cid-ly, adv.

flag, intr. v., to droop. — Of uncertain origin.

Cp. flag, 'ensign'. Cp. also fag, 'to weary'.

flag, n., an aquatic plant; esp. a plant of the
genus Iris. — ME. flagge, rel. to Du. vlag, Dan.
flag, 'iris'.

flag, n., piece of cloth used as an ensign, etc. —
Late ME. flagge, rel. to Dan. flag, Swed. flagg,
'flag', and perh. also to E. flag, 'to droop'.

Derivative: ^a^, to put a flag on.

flag, n., paving stone, flagstone. — ON. flaga,

'slab of stone', of uncertain origin. It possibly

means lit. 'flake', and is rel. to ON. flaki,

'flake'. See flake, 'a thin piece', and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives :^a^, tr. v., to pave with flagstones,

flagg-ing, n., flaggy (q.v.)

flagellant, n., one who scourges; esp., one who
scourges himself for a religious purpose; adj.,

given to flagellation. — L.flagetldns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of flagellare. See flagellate, v., and
-ant.

flagellate, tr. v., to scourge, whip, flog. — L.

flagetldtus, pp. of flagellare, 'to scourge'. See
flagellum and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives
: flagellation (q.v.),flagellat-ory, adj.

flagellate, adj., i) furnished with flagella; 2) shap-

ed like a flagellum. — L. flagetldtus, pp. of
flagellare. See flagellate, v.

flagellation, n., a scourging, a beating, a flog-

ging. — L. flagelldlid, gen. -o/i/j, 'a scourging',
fr. flagelldlus, pp. of flagellare. See flagellate,

v., and -ion.

flagelliform, adj., shaped like a flagellum. —
Compounded of L. flagellum, 'whip', AnA forma,
'form, shape'. See next word and form, n.

flagellum, n., a long whiplike process (med.) —
L., 'whip', dimin. of flagrum, 'whip, scourge,
lash', fr. *fldgere, 'to whip' (whence the frequen-
tative ^a^rtare, 'to whip, decry; to demand pas-
sionately'); cogn. with ON. blak, 'a blow',
blaka, blakra, 'to strike, beat the wings, flutter',

and with Lith. blaikyti, 'to throw hither and
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thither'. Cp. flail, which is a doublet offlagel-
lum. Cp. also flagitious, flog.

flageolet, n., kidney bean. — F., borrowed fr. It.

fagiuolo, 'bean', fr. VL. *fabeolus, which is a
blend of L. faba, 'bean' (see fabaceous), with
phaseolus, dimin. of phaselus, fr. Gk. (patjYjXoi;,

'a kind of bean'. The form flageolet is due to

the influence of flageolet, 'wind instrument'
with which it was associated because of the
flatulent property of beans. For the ending see

suff. -et.

flageolet, n., a small wind instrument. — F., di-

min. of OF. flageol, flajol, 'pipe', fr. VL. fld-

beolum, a derivative of L. flare, 'to blow'. See
flabellum and cp. flute.

flaggy, adj., drooping. — Formed with adj. suff.

-y fr. flag, 'to droop'.

flaggy, adj., abounding in the plants called flags.

— Formed with adj. suff. -y fr. flag, 'an aquatic
plant'.

flaggy, adj., pertaining to flagstone. — Formed
with adj. suff. -y fr. flag, 'flagstone'.

flagitious, adj., extremely wicked; scandalous. —
L. fldgitiosus, 'shameful, disgraceful', fr. fldgi-

tium, 'shameful deed, shame', fr. fldgitdre, 'to

whip, decry; to demand passionately', freq. of

*fldgere, 'to whip' (a verb of which flagrum,
'whip', is a derivative). The w^rh fldgitdre stands

to *fldgere as agitdre, 'to put in constant mo-
tion', stands to agere, 'to move'. See flagellum

and -ous.

Derivatives
: flagitious-ly, adv., flagitious-ness,n.

flagon, n. — ME. flakon, fr. OF. (= F.) flacon,

fr. VL. flascdnem, ace. of flascd, augment, of

flascus, a collateral form of flasca, 'bottle'. See
flask and cp. -oon.

flagrancy, n. — L. flagrantia, 'a burning, a ve-

hement desire' fr. flagrdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of flagrdre. See next word and -cy.

flagrant, adj., glaring. — L. flagrdns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of flagrdre, 'to blaze, glow, bum',
which stands in gradational relationship to L./m/-

gere, 'to shine', and is cogn. with Gk. cp>ivciv, 'to

burn, scorch', OE. bliec, 'black'. See black and
-ant and cp. flambe, flambeau, flamboyant, flame,

flammule, conflagrate, deflagrate, fulgent, ful-

gurant, Pblegethon, phlegm.

Derivatives : ^fl^ranf-/)', adv., flagrant-ness, n.

flail, n., an implement for threshing grain by
hand. — ME., fr. OF. flaiet (F. fleau), fr. L.

flagellum, 'scourge' (whence also OProveng.

flagel). See flagellum.

Derivative : flail, tr. v.

flair, n., aptitude. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) flair,

'odor', fr. flairer, 'to smell', orig. 'to emit an
odor', fr. VL. 'flagrdre, dissimilated fr. L. fra-

grdre, 'to emit fragrance'. See fragrant.

flajolotite, n., a hydrous iron antimonate (min-

eral.) — Named after the French chemist Fla-

jolot, by whom it was first analyzed. For the

ending see subst. suff. -He.

flak, n., ami aircraft shell. — Formed from the
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initials of G. Flieger-Abwehr-Kanone, lit. 'gun

warding off fliers'.

flake, n., a thin, flat piece; a film. — ME., of

Scand. origin. Cp. OS. flaka, 'sole of the foot',

Norw. flak, 'disk, floe', Swed. flake, 'plate',

which are rel. to MDu. viae, Du. v/afc, 'flat,

level', OHO. flah, MHG. vlach, G. flach, of

s.m., in gradational relationship to MDu.
vlocke, Du. vlok, OHG. floccho,flocko, MHG.
vlock, vlocke, G. Flocke, 'flake', and cogn.

with Lett, plauki, 'snowflakes', plaukas, 'fibers',

L. plaga, 'a flat surface, district, region'. See

plagal, and cp. also flake, 'rack for storing

goods', flag, 'paving stone', flaw, 'defect', fluke,

'flatfish'.

flake, n., a rack for storing goods. — ME. flake,

fleke, fr. ON. flaki, rel. to Du. vlaak, 'paling,

hurdle', and to Swed. flake, 'plate'. See flake,

'a thin, flat piece'.

flam, n., sham, trick. — Shortened fr. flimflam,

flam, n., a drumbeat. — Of imitative origin.

flambe, adj., decorated by irregularly splashed

glaze. — F., pp. of flamber, 'to singe, blaze', fr.

OF. flambe, 'flame', which is a back formation

fr. flamble. See next word.

flambeau, n., a large torch.— F., fr. OF. flamble,

'flame', fr. L.y?ammu/a, 'a little flame', dimin. of

flamma, 'flame'. See flame.n., and cp. prec. word.

flamboyance, flamboyancy. n. — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

flamboyant, adj., characterized by flamelike

tracery (qrchit.) — F., pres. part, of flamboyer,

'to flame', fr. OF. flambe. See flambe and -ant.

Uetivatiye: flamboyant-ly, adv.

flame, n. — ME. flamme, fr. OF. flame, flamme

(F. flamme), fr. L. flamma, 'blaze, flame', which

stands for *flagma and is rel. to flagrdre, 'to

blaze, glow, bum'. See flagrant and cp. words,

there referred to. Cp. also flimmer and the se-

cond element in oriflamme.

flame, intr. v. — ME. flamen, fr. OF. flamer, 'to

flame' (whence F. flammer, 'to singe'), fr. L.

flammare, 'to flame', fr. flamma. See flame, n.

Derivatives: flam-ed, adj., flam-er, n., flam-ing,

adj., flam-ing-ly, adv., flam-y, adj.

flamen, n., a priest devoted to the service of one

particular deity (Roman mythol.) — L. flamen,

which prob. stands for *bhlddmen, and is cogn.

with Goth, blotan, 'to worship', ON. biota, OE.
blotan, OHG. bluosan, 'to sacrifice'.

flamenco, n., dancing style of the gypsies of An-
dalusia. — Sp., 'Flemish; gypsy', fr. MDu.
Vldming. See Fleming.

flamingo, n. — Port, flamingo, fr. Sp. flamenco,

fr. Proven?, flamenc (whence also F. flamant,

'flamingo'), lit. 'flame-colored', fr. flama, 'flame',

fr. L. flamma (see flame), and -enc, a suff. of

Teut. origin (see -ing, 'pertaining to'); so called

in allusion to the color of its feathers. See

Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 252 s.v. flamant.

Cp. Gk. 9otvtx6TrrepO€, 'flamingo', lit. 'red-

feathered'.

flammable, adj., inflammable. — Formed with

suff. -able fr. L. flammare, 'to flame'. See flame,

v., and cp. inflammable.

Derivative : flammabil-ity, n.

flan, n., a kind of pastry. — See flawn.

flancb, n., either of two segments of a circle on

either side of the shield (her.) — OF. flanc,

flanche, 'flank, side'. See flank and cp. flange.

flSnerie, n., idleness; idling. — F., lit. 'a strolling,

loafing, sauntering', fr. fldner, 'to stroll, loaf

saunter', prob. a Scand. loan word. Cp. Norw.

flana, flanta, 'to gad about'.

flSneur, n., loafer.— F., fr. fldner. See prec. word.

flange, n., a projecting rim or edge. — OF. flanc,

flanche, 'flank, side'. See next word and cp.

flanch. Derivatives: flange, tr. v., to furnish

with a flange, flang-er, a.

flank, n. — MF.flanke, fr. OF. (= F.) flanc, fr.

Prankish *hlanka, which is rel. to OHG.
(h)lanca, MHG. lanke, 'hip, joint', MHG. linken,

G. lenken, 'to bend, tum, lead', fr. I.-E. base

*qleng-, 'to bend'; see lank and link, n., 'ring

of a chain', and cp. flanch, flange, flinch, flunkey.

OProven?. flanc. It. fianco, and G. Flanke are

French loan words.

Derivatives: flank, tr. and intr. v., flank-er, n.

flannel, n., adj. — W. gwlanen, 'flannel', fr.

gwldn, 'wool', which is cogn. with L. Idna,

'wool', OE. wull, 'wool'. See wool and cp.

lanate.

Derivatives: flannel, tr. v., flannel-ette, n.,

ftannel-ed, adj., flannel-ly, adv.

flap, tr. and intr. v., to move up and down. —
ME. flappen, of imitative origin. Cp. Du. flap-

pen, 'to flap'. Cp. also fillip, flip, flippant, flop.

Cp. also flabby.

Derivatives : flap, n. (q.v.), flapp-er, n.

flap, n.— ME. flap, flappe, fr. flappen. See flap, v.

flare, intr. v. and n. — Of uncertain origin; pos-

sibly a blend of flame and glare.

Derivative: flar-ing, adj., flar-ing-ly, adv.

flash, intr. and tr. v., — ME. flasken, flaschen,

'to splash', of imitative origin.

Derivative: flash, n. and adj., flash-er, n. flash-

ing, n. and adj., flash-ing-ly, adv., flash-y, adj.,

flash-i-ly, adv., flash-i-ness, n.

flask, n., bottle. — OF. flasque, 'bottle for pow-

der', fr. ML. flasca, of Teut. origin. Cp. OE.

fiasce, flaxe, ON., Swed., Norw., OHG. flaska,

Dan. flaske, MDu. fiasce, Du. fles, MHG.
vlasche, G. Flasche, 'bottle'. The original

meaning of these Teut. words prob. was 'a

bottle plaited round; case bottle', fr. I.-_E.

*plok-skd-, 'a plaited vessel', fr. base *plek-,

'to plait', whence also Gk. TrX&teiv, 'to plait',

jrXoxif), 'network', L. plicdre, 'to fold, bend',

OE. fleohtan, 'to braid, plait'; see ply, 'to bend'.

Cp. It. fiasco, flascone, F. flacon, 'case bottle,

bottle', which derive fr. ML. flascd (resp. its

ace. flascdnem), augment, offlascus, a collateral

form offlasca (see above). Cp. fiasco, flagon, flas-

ket



flask

flask, n., either of the plates forming the sides

of the trail of a gun carriage. — F. flasque,

'cheek (of a gun carriage)', rel. to Wallon/Jtrcfe,

fr. G. ftach, 'flat'. See flay.

flasket, n. — OF. flasquet, dimin. of flasque,

'bottle'. See flask, 'bottle', and -et.

flat, adj., level.— ME., fr. Oti.flatr, whence also

Swed.^/, Da.D. flad, 'flat'; rel. to OS. flat, OHG.
flaz, 'flat, level', OE.flet, OS. fletti, OUG. flezzi,

'floor', fr. I.-E. base *plet-, *ptet, *pldt-, 'spread

out, broad; whence also Gk. TtXaTii?, 'broad,

flat'. See place and cp. plantar, platy-. Cp. also

flat, 'floor'. Cp. also flatter.

Derivatives: flat, adv., flat, n., a flat surface,

flat, tr. and intr. v., to flatten (rare), flat-ling,

adv. and aAi.,flat-ly, ad\.,flat-ness, n.,flalt-en,

adj., flatt-ing, n., flatt-ish, adj.

flat, n., floor. — ME. flet, fr. OE. ftet, 'ground,

floor'. See flat, adj.

flatter, n., one who or that which flattens. —
Formed fr. flat, 'to flatten', with agential suff.

-er.

flatter, tr. v., to court, cajole. — ME. flateren,

fr. OF. flater (F. flatter), 'to smooth, caress,

flatter', fr. Prankish *flxit, 'flat, level', which is

rel. to OHG. flaz, 'flat, level', See flat, adj.

Derivatives: flatter-er, n., flatter-ing, adj., flat-

ter-ing-ly, adv., flattery (q.v.)

flattery, n. — ME. flaterie, fr. OF. flaterie (F.flat-

terie), fr. OF. flater. See flatter and -y (represent-

ing F. -ie).

flatulence, flatulency, n. — F. flatulence, fr.

flatulent. See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

flatulent, adj., windy; vain. — F., fr. L. fldtu-

lentus, fr. flatus. See next word and -ent.

Derivatives: flatulent-ly, adv., flatulent-ness, n.

flatus, n., a puff of wind; accumulation of gas

in the stomach or bowels. — L. flatus (scil.

ventris), 'blowing (of the stomach)', fr. flatus,

pp. of flare, 'to blow', which is cogn. with OE.
bldwan, 'to blow'. See blow, 'to puff'', and cp.

afflatus, conflate, deflate, flabellum, flageolet,

'wind instrument', inflate, perflation, reflate,

sufflate. Cp. also sofiione, souflle. Cp. also flavor.

flaunt, intr. v., to make an ostentatious display;

tr. v., to display ostentatiously. — Prob. a blend
of flout and vaunt.

Derivatives: flaunt, n., flaunt-er, n., flaunt-ing,

adj., flaunt-ing-ly, adv., flaunt-y, ady. , flaunt-i-ly,

adv., flaunt-i-ness, n.

flautist, n., flute player. — It. flautista, a hybrid

coined fr. Late L. flauta, 'flute', and -ista, fr. Gk.
-lOTQ?. See flute and -ist and cp. flutist.

flavedo, n., yellowness of the skin. — Medical L.,

fr. L. fldvus, 'yellow'. See flavescent

Flaveria, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,
fr. L. fldvus, 'yellow'. See next word.

flavescent, adj., turning yellow, yellowish. — L.

fldvescens, gen. fldvescentis, pres. part, of fld-

ve.icere, 'to become yellow', inchoative verb

formed fr. fldvus, 'yellow', which is rel. to L.

fuhus, 'reddish-yellow', and cogn. with OE.
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bldw, 'blue'. See blue and -escent and cp. fulvous.

Cp. also flavedo, Flaveria, Flavia, Flavius,

flavine.

Flavia, fem. PN. — L. Fldvia, fern, of Flavius.

See Flavius.

flavin, also flavine, n., i) a complex ketone

C10HSN4O2 (chem.) ; 2) an artificial yellow dye-

stuff obtained from quercitron bark.— Formed
with chem. suff. -ine fr. L. fldvus, 'yellow'. See
flavescent.

Flavius, masc. PN. — L. Flavius, name of a
Roman gens, rel. to fldvus, 'yellow'. See fla-

vescent and cp. Flavia.

flavone, n., a colorless crystalline compound,

CisHioOj (chem.)— Formed with suff. -one fr.

L. fldvus, 'yellow'. See flavescent.

flavor, flavour, n. — ME. flavor, fr. OF. floor,

flaiir, fleiir, 'smell, odor, scent' (whence F.

fleurer, 'to smell, be fragrant'), fr. VL. *fldtorem,

ace. of *fldtor, lit. 'that which blows', fr. L.

flatus, pp. of fldre, 'to blow', which is rel. to

OE. bldwan, 'to blow'. See blow, 'to puff', and
cp. flatus. Cp. Olt. flatore, 'a bad odor', which
also derives fr. VL. *fldtdrem. The insertion of
the V in flavor is due to the influence of savor.

Derivatives: flavo{u)r, tr. v., flavo(u)r-ed, adj.,

flavo(u)r-ing, n., flavo(u)r-less, flavo(u)r-ous,

adjs.

flaw, n., crack, defect, fault, blemish. — ME.
flaw, flawe, flai, prob. of Scand. origin. Cp.

Swed. ftaga, 'flaw, crack, flake', ON. flaga,

'slab of stone', and see flag, 'paving stone'.

Derivatives : flaw, tr. v., to make a flaw in (q.v.),

flaw-less, adj., flaw-less-ly, ad\.,flaw-less-ness,n.

flaw, n., a sudden gust of wind. — Of Scand. ori-

gin. Cp. Dan., Norw. flage, Swed. flaga, 'gust

of wind'. These words prob. derive fr. Teut.

base *flah-, which corresponds to L-E. base

*pldq-, *pldg-, 'to strike', whence Gk. 7rX7]aaeiv,

7rXT)Yvuvai, 'to strike'. See plague.

flawn, n., a kind of pie. — OF. flaon (F. flan), fr.

Frankish *flado, which is rel. to OHG. flado,

'offering cake', MHG. vlade, 'a broad thin

cake', G. Fladen, 'flat cake', Du. via, 'baked

custard'. All these Teut. words are derivatives

of I.-E. *plet-, *plet-, *pldl-, 'spread out', broad,

flat', whence also Gk. TrXa-rui;, 'broad, flat'. See

place and cp. flat, 'level', flat, 'floor', ix.fiadone,

'honeycomb', OProveng. flauzon, 'flat cake',

are Teut. loan words.

flax, n. — ME. flax, fr. OE. fleax, rel. to OS.

flas, OFris./fax, OHG., MHG. flahs, G. Flacks,

fr. Teut. base *fleh-, corresponding to I.-E. base

*plek-, 'to weave, plait', whence Gk. ttX^xeiv,

'to plait', L. plectere, 'to plait, braid, inter-

twine'. See ply, n., 'to bend', and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives:^;*:, adj., ^jren {(i.\.),flax-y, adj.

flaxen, adj. — OE. fleaxen, fr. fleax. See flax and
adj. suff. -en.

flay, tr. v., to strip off the skin of. — ME. flean,

flan, fr. OE. flean, rel. to ON.^d, OHG. flahan.

\
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'to flay', and cogn. with Lith. plesiu, plesti, 'to

tear'.

Derivative: flay-er, n.

flea, n. — ME. fle(e), fr. OE. fleaQi), rel. to ON.

flo, MDu. vlo, Du. v/o, OHG., MHG. fldh,

G. Floh, and prob. also to OE. flean, 'to flee'

;

see flee. Accordingly flea would lit. mean 'the

jumping animal'.

fleam, n., a lancet used for opening veins isurg^)

— OF. flieme, fr. VL. *fletomus (whence also

OFns.flieme, MDu. vlime (Du. vlijm), OHG.flio-

tutna(MHG. vliete, G. Fliete), fr. Late "L.phlebo-

tomus, fr. Gk. 9X£Pot6[jlov (short for (pXsplo-

t6(j.ov (jjjLtXtov), 'lancet', neut. of ipXe^oTdfjio?,

'opening veins'. See phlebotomy. F. flamtne,

'fleam', was influenced in form by F. flamme,

'flame'.

fl^he, n., an arrow; a spire (archit.) — F., 'ar-

row', prob. fr. Frankish *fliugica, which is rel. to

OLG. fliuca, MDu. vliecke, of s.m. See Bloch-

Wartburg, DELF., p. 254, s.v.fliche. It. freccia,

OProven?. flec(h)a and Sp. flecha, 'arrow', are

Teut. loan words. Cp. fletcher. Cp. also parfleche.

fleck, n., spot, freckle. — MDu. vlecke (Du.

vlek), rel. to ON. flekkr, OHG. flee, fleccho,

MHG. vlec, vlecke, G. Fleck, and cogn. with

L. plaga, 'a flat surface; district, region'. See

plagal and cp. words there referred to. For the

Dutch origin of the English word see Bense,

Dictionary of the Low Dutch Element in the

English Vocabulary, p. 99.

Derivatives: fleck, tr. v., flecker (q.v.), fleck-

less (q.v.)

flecker, tr. v., to fleck. — Formed fr. fleck with

freq. suff. -er.

fleckless, adj. — Formed fr. fleck with suff. -less;

first used by Tennyson.

flection, flexion, n. — F., fr. L. flexionem, ace. of

flexio, 'a bending, turning', fr. flexus, pp. of

flectere. See flex, v., and -ion.

fled, past tense and pp. of flee. — ME. fledde,

fr. fleon, fleen, 'to flee'. See flee.

fledge, tr. and intr. v. — From the obsol. adj.

fledge, 'fledged', fr. OE. -flycge (in unflycge, 'not

yet fledged'), which is rel. to MDu. vlugge, Du.

vlug, LG.fliigge (whence G.fliigge), OHG. flucki,

MHG. vliicke, 'fledged', and to E. fly (q.v.)

Derivatives: fledg-ed, adj., fledge-less, adj.,

fledge-ling, n., fledg-y, adj.

flee, intr. and tr. v. — ME. fleon, fleen, fr. OE.

fleon (for *fleohan), rel. to OS., OHG. fliohan,

ON. floja, flyja, Dan., Swed. fly, OFris. flid,

Du. vlieden, MHG. vliehen, G. fliehen, Goth.

pHuhan, 'to flee'. Cp. flea. Cp. also flight, 'the

act of fleeing'.

fleece, n., the wool of a sheep. — ME. flees, fr.

OE. fleos, flies, rel. to MDu. vluus, Du. vlies,

MHG. vlius, G. Vlies, and prob. cogn. with

L. plQma, 'feather, down', Lith. plUnksna,

'feather', OPruss. plauxdine, 'feather bed", Lith.

pUskos (pi.), 'tufts of hair', Lett, pluskas (pi.),

of s.m. Cp. phime.

fleur-de-lis

Derivatives : yfeece, tr. v.,fleec-ed, ad}., fleec-er,

n., fleec-y, adj., fleec-i-ly, adv., fleec-i-ness, n.

fleer, intr. v., to jeer, sneer. — ME. flerien, of

Scand. origin ; cp. Norw. flira, dial. Dan. flire,

'to giggle, titter'.

fleet, intr. and tr. v., to pass swiftly.— ME.fleten,

fleoten, fr. OE. fleotan, 'to float', rel. to OE.

flotan, 'to float', ON. fljdta, Swed. flyta, Dan.

flyde, 'to flow, float', OS. fliotan, OFris. fliata,

'to flow', MLG. vleten, MDu., Du. vlieten,

OHG. fliossan, 'to flow, float', MHG. vliegen,

G. fliefien, 'to flow', and cogn. with Lith. pladau,

plDsti, 'to overflow', Lett, plddi, 'flood'. All these

words are -^-enlargements of I.-E. base *pleu-,

'to flow, run, swim'. See flow and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also lead, 'a heavy metal'.

Derivative: y?eeMn^, adj.

fleet, adj., swift. — Rel. to, or derived from, ON.
fljotr, 'swift' (fr. fljdta, 'to flow, run'). See fleet, v.

Derivatives : fleet-ly, adv., fleet-ness, n.

fleet, n., a number of ships. — ME. flete, fleote,

'a fleet', fr. OE. fleot, 'ship, vessel', lit. 'that

which floats or glides', rel. to fleotan, 'to float'.

See fleet, v., and cp. next word.

fleet, n., a creek. — OE. fleet, 'mouth of a river,

bay, sea, ship, vessel', derivatively identical

with prec. word.

Fleming, n., i) a native of Flanders; 2) a native

of Belgium who speaks Flemish. — MDu. Vld-

ming (Du. Vlaming), rel. to Vlaemisch, 'Flem-

ish', fr. Vldm-, which appears also in Du.

Vlaanderen, 'Flanders'. Cp. next word. Cp. also

flamenco. For the ending see -ing, suff. meaning

'pertaining to'.

Flemish, adj. — MDu. Vlaemisch (whence Du.

Vlaams), fr. Vldm-. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ish.

flench, flense, flinch, tr. v., to strip the blubber

from a whale. — Dan. flense, of s.m.

flesh, n. — ME. flesch, fr. OE. fliesc, rel. to OS.,

OFris. flesk, MLG. vlees, vleis, Du. vlees,

OHG. fleisc, MHG., G. fleisch, 'flesh', ON.,

Dan. flesk, 'pork, bacon'. The ultimate origin

of these words is uncertain.

Derivatives: flesh, tr. v., flesh-er, n., fleshings,

n. pi., fleshly (q.v.), flesh-ment, a., fiesh-y, adj.

fleshly, adj. — ME. fleschlich, fr. OE. fliescllc,

fr. flxsc, 'flesh'. See flesh and adj. suff. -ly.

Herisatiyt: fleshli-ness, n.

fletcb, tr. v., to provide (an arrow) with a feather;

to feather. — Back formation fr. fletcher.

fletcher, n., one who makes arrows. — OF.

flechier, fr. fleche (F. fliche), 'arrow'. See fliche.

Fletcherism, n., the practice of chewing one's

food thoroughly. — So called after the Amer-

ican nutritionist Horace Fletcher (1849-1919),

who advocated this practice. For the ending see

suff. -ism.

flenr-de-lis, n., the iris. — F., Ut. 'flower of lily'.

Fleur derives fr. L.fldrem, ace. of flds, 'flower',

de comes fr. L. de, 'from, away from', and lis,

orig. a plural, derives fr. L. lllium, 'lily'. See



fleuret

flower, de- and lily and cp. flower-de-luce,

fleuret, n., a small flower. — F. fleurette, dimin.

oifleur, 'flower'. See flower and the sufiSxes -et,

-ette, and cp. floret.

fleuron, n., a flowerlike ornament.— F., augment.

oi fteur, 'flower'. See flower and -ood.

fleury, adj., sprinkled with fleurs-de-lis {her.)

— F. fleuri, 'flowery, florid; covered with

flowers', pp. oTfleurir, 'to flower, blossom'. See

flourish.

flew, pp. of fly. — ME. flew, fr. OE. fleah, fr.

fleogan, 'to fly'. See fly.

flews, n. pi., the hanging chaps of bloodhounds.
— Of unknown origin.

flex, tr. and intr. v., to bend. — L. flexus, pp. of

flectere, 'to bend', which—according to Er-

nout-Meillet, DELL., p. 352—is perh. a popular

collateral form oiplectere,'to plait, braid, inter-

twine'. See ply, n., 'to bend', and cp. flection,

flexible, circumflex, deflect, inflect, reflect, re-

troflex.

flexibility, n. — F. flexibilite, fr. Late L. flexibi-

litdtem, ace. of flexibilitas, fr. L. flexibilis. See

next word and -ity.

flexible, adj. — F., fr. L. flexibilis, 'that may be
bent, pliant', fr. flexus, pp. oi flectere. See flex

and -ible.

Derivatives: flexible-ness, n., flexibl-y, adv.

flexile, adj., flexible. — L. flexilis, 'pliant,

flexible', fr. flexus, pp. of flectere. See flex

and -ile.

Derivative : flexil-ity, n.

flexion. — See flection.

flexor, n., a muscle that bends a joint; contrasted

with extensor (anat.) — Medical L., short for

musculus flexor, 'a bending muscle', formed
with agential suff. -or fr. L. flexus, pp. of flec-

tere. See flex.

flexuose, adj., flexuous. — L. flexudsus, 'full of

turns, tortuous, flexuous', fr. flexus, 'a bend-

ing', fr. flexus, pp. of flectere. See flex and adj.

suff. -ose.

Deri /ative : flexuos-ity, n.

flexuous, adj., i) full of windings; 2) wavering. —
L. flexudsus. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: flexuous-ly, adv., flexuous-ness, n.

flexure, n., a bending or turning. — L. flexura,

'a bending, turning', fr. flexus, pp. of flectere.

See flex and -ure.

flibl>ertigibbet, n., a chatterer. — An invented

word.

fliclt, n., a light blow; tr. v., to strike. — Prob.

of imitative origin.

fliclcer, intr. v., to flutter. — ME. ftikeren, fr. OE.
flicorian, 'to flutter, waver', rel. to OE. flacor,

'fluttering', ON. flokra, MDu. flockeren, OHG.
flagaron, flogaron, 'to flutter', MHG. vtackern,

G. flackern, 'to flare, flicker'. These verbs prob.

meant orig. 'to beat with the wings', and are

rel. to dial. E. flack, 'to flap, strike'. See prec.

word.

Derivative: ^ic/ce/-, n., the act of fluttering.
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fliclcer, n., one who or that which flicks. —
Formed fr. flick with agential suff'. -er.

fliclter, n., a woodpecker of N. America. — Lit.

'the striking bird', hence prop, identical with

prec. word.

flier, flyer, n. — Formed fr. fly, v., with agential

suff. -er.

flight, n., the act of flying. — ME. fliht, fr. OE.
flyht, rel. to OE. fleogan, 'to fly'. Cp. LG. flugt

(whence G. Flucht), MLG., Du. vlucht, 'flight

of birds', OE. flyge, OS. fllugi, ON. flugr,

OHG. flug, MHG. vluc, G. Plug, 'flight', and
see fly, v. Cp. also next word. For the ending
see subst. sufi'. -t.

T>enva.ti\es:flight-y, adj., flight-i-ly, iid\.,flight-

i-ness, a.

flight, n., the act of fleeing. — ME. fluht, fliht,

fr. OE. fleoh; stem of fleon (for *fleohan), 'to

flee', rel. to OS., OHG. fluht, OFris. flecht, Du.
vlucht, MHG. vluht, G. Flucht, 'the act of flee-

ing' (see flee); confused with prec. word.

flight, intr. v., to fly in a flock; tr. v., to shoot

birds flying in a flock. — Fr. flight, 'the act

of flying'.

flimflam, n., humbug. — Antiphonic reduplic-

ation of flam, 'sham, trick', fr. obsol. flamfew,

'gewgaw, trifle', fr. OF. fanfelue (F.fanfreluche),

'trifle, bauble', fr. ML. famfalQca, corruption

ofGk. Tro(X(p6Xu5,'air bladder', lit.'water bubble'.

See pompholyx. Cp. It. fanfaluca, 'trifle', which
also derives fr. ML. fanfalUca.

flimmer, intr. v., to glitter, glimmer. — Prob. a

blend of flame and glimmer. Cp. G. flimmern.

flimsy, adj., i) thin; 2) weak. — Formed with

metathesis fr. film. For the insertion of the

letter s before the suff. -y cp. clumsy.

Derivatives : ;?!>n.y/-/j', 2idy.,flimsi-ness, n.

flinch, intr. v., to shrink back. — OF. flainchir,

flenchir, 'to turn, bend', prob. of Teut. origin.

Cp. MHG. linken, G. lenken, 'to bend, turn,

lead', and see flanlc, lank, link, 'ring of a chain'.

Derivatives: flinch, n., flinch-er, n., flinch-ing-

ly, adv.

flinch, V. — A var. of flench.

flinders, n. pi., fragments. — ME. flenderis, prob.

of Scand. origin. Cp. T^orw. flindra, 'a thin piece,

splinter', which is rel. to Norw. flinter, 'a little

piece', and to Du. flenter, 'piece, fragment', and
prob. also to OE. flint, 'flint, rock'. See flint.

Flindersia, n., a genus of Australian timber trees.

— ModL., named after the English navigator

Matthew Flinders (1774-1 814). For the ending

see suff. -ia.

fling, tr. and intr. v. — ME. flingen, flengen, 'to

rush', of Scand. origin. Cp. ON.^eng/a,'to flog',

DdiTi.flenge, dial. Swcd. fldnga, 'to slash', which

are of uncertain origin.

Derivatives : y?m^, n., fling-er, a., fling-y, adj.

flinkite, n., a basic manganese arsenate (mineral.)

— Named after the Swedish mineralogist

Gustaf Flink (1849-1931). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.
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flint, n. — ME., fr. OE. flint, cogn. with Gk.

TtXivfto?, 'brick', Olr. slind, 'brick', fr. I.-E. base

*splind-, *splid-, 'to split, cleave', OSlav. plinuta,

plita, Lith. plytd, Lett, pllte 'brick', are Greek

loan words. Cp. plinth. Cp. also flinders. Cp.

also splint, splinter, split.

Derivatives :/?mf, &di.,flint-y, adj., flint-i-ness,n.

flip, tr. and intr. v., to move with a jerk, tap, whip.

—Of imitative origin. Cp.flap, fillip, flippant, flop.

Derivative: ^ip, n., the act of flipping.

flip, n., a drink consisting of beer, egg, sugar. —
Lit. 'beaten up; whipped', derived fr. flip, v.

flippancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

flippant, adj., frivolous; disrespectful.— Coined

from the verb flip in imitation of French present

participles and adjectives in -ant. For a similar

formation cp. blatant.

T>envaii\es: flippant-ly, adv., flippant-ness, n.

flipper, n., a broad flat limb adapted for swim-

ming.— Formed from the verb flip with agential

suff. -er.

flirt, tr. and intr. v. — OF.fleureter (= F. confer

des fleurettes), 'to talk sweet nonsense, to flirt',

fr. OF. fleurete (F. fleurette), 'little flower; cour-

teous flattery', dimin. of fleur, 'flower', fr. L.

florem, ace. offlos, of s.m. See flower.

Derivatives: flirt, n., flirt-ation, n.,flirt-ation-al,

adj., flirt-atious, adj., flirt-atious-ly, adv., flirt-

atious-ness, n., flirt-ish, adj., flirt-ish-ness, n.,

flirt-y, adj.

flit, intr. v., i) to move rapidly; 2) to flutter. —
ME. flitten, flutten, 'to carry away, go away',

fr. ON. ftytja, 'to cause to flit', which is the

weak grade of fljota, 'to float'. See fleet, v., and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivative : flit, n.

flitch, n., side of bacon. — ME. flicche, fr. OE.

flicce, 'flitch of bacon', rel. to OU.flikki, Norw.

ftika, MLG. vlicke, 'piece of flesh', ON. flik,

'tip, patch rag', and cogn. with Lith. plySti, 'to

tear', plaisinti, 'to cause to burst', Lett, plaisa,

'cleft, gap' ; not rel. to flesh.

Derivative : flitch, tr. v.

flite, flyte, intr. v., to quarrel; tr. v., to quarrel

with, to scold. — ME. fliten, fr. OE. flitan, 'to

contend, struggle, quarrel', rel. to OHG. flisan,

'to strive', OHG., MHG..^i5, 'contest, diligence',

G. Fleifi, Du. vlijt, 'diligence, industry'.

fliting, flyting, n., i) a scolding; 2) an abusive

speech. — ME. fllling. See prec. word and -ing,

suff. forming verbal nouns.

flitter, intr. v., to flutter. — Freq. of flit. Cp.

flutter,

flittermouse, n., bat {dial.) — Lit. 'a fluttering

mouse'. See prec. word and mouse and cp.

OHG. fledarmus (MHG. fledermOs, G. Fleder-

maus), 'bat', which is compounded of fledaron,

'to flutter', and mus, 'mouse'. Cp. the equivalent

Du. vledermuis, vleermuis.

BiTver, n., a small and cheap motorcar {U.S.

Slang). — An invented word.

flock

flix, n., down; fur. — Of uncertain origin.

float, intr. and tr. v. — ME. floten, flatten, fr. OE.

flotian, rel. to ON. flota, MDu. vloten, Du, vlot-

ten, and to OE. fleotan, 'to float' ; OE. flotian

was influenced in form by OF. floter (F. flatter),

'to float'. See fleet, v., and cp. float, n.

Derivatives
:
/ofl/, n. {(i.\.),float-er, n.,float-ing,

n. and adj., float-ing-ly, adv., float-y, adj., float-

ation (q.v.)

float, n. — ME. flote, 'ship, fleet', fr. OE. flota,

lit. 'that which floats', rel. to ON. floti, Dan.

flaade, MDu. vlote, Du. vlot, OHG., MHG. v/oj,

G. Flofi, 'float, raft', and to OE. flotian, 'to

float'. F. flotte. It. flotta, 'fleet', are Teut. loan

words. G. Flotte, 'fleet', has been reborrowed fr.

F. flotte. See float, v., and cp. flotilla, flotsam.

Derivatives: floatage (q.v.)

floatage, n., flotage. — Formed fr. float, n., with

suff. -age. Cp. flotage,

floatation, n., flotation. — Formed fr. float, v.,

with suff. -ation. Cp. flotation,

floccillation, n., picking at bedclothes in delirium

{med.) — Formed with suff. -ation fr. L. floccus,

'flock of wool'. See flock of wool.

floccose, adj., woolly. — L. floccosus, fr. floccus,

'flock of wool'. See flock of wool, and adj.

suff. -ose.

Derivative : floccose-ly, adv.

floccule, n., detached mass of wool. — See

flocculus.

fiocculence, n. — Formed fr. flocculent with suff.

-ce.

flocculent, adj., resembling wool, flocky. —
Formed fr. flocculus with suff. -ent.

Derivative: ftocculent-ly, adv.

flocculose, adj., minutely floccose. — See floc-

culus and adj. suff. -ose.

flocculous, adj., flocculose. — See next word and

-ous.

flocculus, n., I) a small tuft of wool or woolly

substance; 2) a small lobe on the lower side of

the cerebellum {anat.); 3) cloudlike mass of

vapors in the solar atmosphere. — ModL.,

dimin. of L. floccus, 'flock of wool'. See next

word.

floccus, n., tuft of wool or hair. — L., 'lock or

flock of wool', which prob. stands for *bhldkos

and is cogn. with OHG. blaha, MHG. blahe,

G. Blahe (dial. Blache), OSwed. blan, bla, ear-

lier Dan. blaa, Dan. blaar, 'tow, hards', ON.

blxja, Dan. ble, 'sheet'. Cp. flock of wool,

floccule, floss.

flock of wool. — ME. flocke, fr. OF. floe, fr. L.

floccus. See prec. word.

Derivatives: flock, tr. v., to fill with flocks,

flock-y, adj.

flock of sheep, n. — ME., fr. OE. flocc, rel. to

ON. flokkr, 'crowd, troop, band', T)an. flok,

Swed. flock, MLG, vlocke, 'crowd, flock', of

uncertain origin.

Derivative: flock, intr. v., to crowd together;

tr. v., to bring together {rare).



floe

floe, n., a field of floating ice.— Norw.^o, 'layer',

fr. ON. flo; rel. to flag, 'stone' (q.v.)

Floerkea, n., a genus of plants, the false mer-
maid {hot.) — ModL., named after the German
botanist Heinrich Gustav Florke (1764- 183 5).

flog, tr. v., to beat; to whip. — Prob. corruption

of L. flagelldre, 'to scourge'. See flagellum.

Derivatives: flogg-ing, n., flogg-ing-ly, adv.

flood, n. — ME. flod, fr. OE. flud, 'a flowing,

flow, stream, flow of tide, tide', rel. to OS.,

OFris. flod, ON. flod, Dan., Swed. flod, MDu.
vloety vloed, Du. vloed, OHG., MHG. fluot, G.
Flut, Goth, flodus and to ON. floa, 'to flood',

and cogn. with Gk. ttXcoeiv, 'to float, swim',

itXtoTo?, 'floating, navigable'. These words de-

rive fr. I.-E. base *pl6u-, a gradational variant

of *pleu-, 'to flow, swim'. See flow and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives : _/?oorf, tr. and intr. v.,flood-ed, adj.,

flood-ing, n.

floodoraeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

height of floods. — A hybrid coined fr. flood

and Gk. (i^xpov, 'measure*. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

floor, n. — ME. flor, fr. OE. flor, rel. to MDu.,
Du. vioer, ON. flor, fldrr, Norw. flor, 'floor of

a cow stair, MHG. vluor, G. Flur, 'field, mead-
ow, plain, floor', fr. I.-E. base *pIaros, *plara,

whence also Olr. lar (for *pldr), W. llawr, Bret.

leur, 'ground, floor . This base is an enlarge-

ment of base *p(e)ld-, 'spread out, broad, fiat',

whence L. planus, 'level, flat'. See plain, adj.,

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives
:
^oor, tr. v.,floor-er, n.,floor-mg, n.

flop, intr. v., to fall down suddenly; tr. v., to

throw with a sudden thud. — Orig. an anti-

phonic variant of flap (q.v.) Cp. flump.

Derivatives :^op, n. and adv. ,flopp-y, a.di.,flopp-

i-ly, adv., flopp-i-ness, n.

Flora, i) Roman goddess of flowers; 2) fem. PN.
— L. Flora. See next word.

flora, n., plants of a region or period. — L. Flora,

name of the goddess of flowers, fr. flos, gen.

floris, 'flower'. See flower and cp. floral, Floreal.

The name flora was introduced into botany by
Linnaeus ; cp. fauna.

floral, adj., i) pertaining to a flora; pertaining

to flowers. — L. FlordUs, 'pertaining to Flora',

fr. Flora. See Flora and adj. suff'. -al.

Derivative : floral-ly, adv.

Floreal, n., name of the 8th month of the French
revolutionary calendar (lasting from April 20th

to May 19th). — F. Floreal, lit. 'the month of

flower'; a word coined by Fabre d'figlantine in

1793 from L. floredtis, 'pertaining to flowers', fr.

flos, gen. floris, 'flower'. See flower and adj. suff'.

-al.

Florence, fem. PN.— L. Florentia, fem. of Floren-
tius, ht. 'blooming', fr. florens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of florere, 'to flower, flourish', fr. flos,

gen. floris, 'flower'. See flower and -ence and
cp. florence.
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florence, n., a kind of woven material (esp. of
silk). — Orig. 'anything made in Florence

(Italy)', fr. L. Florentia, 'Florence', lit. 'bloom'
(whence It. Fiorenze, later contracted into Fi-

renze, and F. Florence), fr. florens, gen. -entis.

See prec. word and cp. Florentine.

Florentine, adj., pertaining to the city of Flo-
rence, Italy. — L. Florentlnus, 'of Florence', fr.

Florentia. See florence and adj. sufl". -ine.

florescence, n., a blooming, blossoming. —
Formed from next word with suff'. -ce. Cp. ef-

florescence, inflorescence,

florescent, adj., blooming, blossoming. — L.

florescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of florescere,

'to begin to flower', inchoative of florere, 'to

flower, flourish', from flos, gen. floris, 'flower'.

See flower and -escent and cp. efflorescent, in-

florescent.

floriculture, n., the cultivation of flowers. —
Formed on analogy of agriculture, fr. L. flos,

gen. floris, 'flower', and cultdra, 'a cultivating,

culture'. See flower and culture.

Derivatives: floricultur-al, adj., floricultur-al-ly,

adv., floricultur-ist, n.

floret, n., a small flower. — OF. florete (F. fleu-

rette), dimin. of OF. flor {F. fleur), fr. h.florem,

ace. of flos, 'flower'. See flower and -et and cp.

fleuret.

Derivative: floret-ed, adj.

floriate, floriated, adj., decorated with floral or-

naments. — Formed with adj. suff'. -ate (resp.

also -ed), fr. L. flos, gen. floris, 'flower'. See

flower.

Derivative : floriat-ion, n.

florid, adj., full of flowers.— L.floridus, 'abound-

ing in flowers', fr. flos, gen. floris, 'flower'. See

flower and adj. suff. -id.

Deriwutives.florid-ity, n., florid-ly, adv., florid-

ness, n.

Florideae, n. pi., an order of algae (hot.) —
ModL., fr. L. floridus, 'abounding in flowers'.

See prec. word and -idae.

floriferous, adj., bearing flowers. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. florifer, 'bearing flowers', from

flos, gen. floris, 'flower', and ferd, ferre, 'to

bear, carry'. See flower and -ferous.

florilegium, n., i) a collection of flowers: 2) an
anthology. — ModL., formed on analogy of

Gk. avStjXoyta (cp. anthology) fr. L. florilegus,

'flower-culling', fr. flos, gen. floris, 'flower', and
legere, 'to gather, collect'. See flower and lecture,

florin, n., i) orig. a gold coin issued in Florence

in 1252; 2) name of various European gold and
silver coins. — ME., fr. OF., fr. It. fiorino, fr.

fiore, 'flower', fr. L.fldrem, ace. offlos, 'flower';

so called because gold coins issued at Florence

had originally the figure of a lily (the badge of

the city) stamped upon them; see flower, n. OF.
florin was influenced in form by Latin fldrem.

florist, n. — Formed on analogy of F. fleuriste,

from L. flos, gen. floris, 'flower'. See flower

and -ist.
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-florous, combining form meaning 'having (a

certain number of) flowers, as uniflorous, multi-

florous. — Formed fr. L. flos, gen. floris,

'flower' (see flower), and -ous.

floruit, n., period at which a person flourished. —
L., 'he flourished', pret. of florere, 'to flower,

flourish', fr. flos, gen. floris, 'flower'. See flower,

flory, adj. — A variant of fleury.

floscule, n., a floret. — F., fr. L. fldsculus, 'a little

flower', dimin. of flos, gen. floris, 'a flower'.

See flower and -cule.

Derivatives: y?ojc«/-ar, floscul-ous, adjs.

floss, n., i) the rough outside silk of a silkworm's

cocoon; 2) waste fiber of silk; 3) soft silk used

in embroidery. — Orig. used as an adj. in floss

silk, translation of the Old French phrase soye

flosche (F. soiefloche), lit. 'soft silk'. OF. flosche

derives fr. OF. floe, 'a small tuft of wool', fr.

L. floccus. See floccus.

Derivative : /?ora->', adj.

flotage, n., i) the act of floating; 2) anything that

floats. - See floatage,

flotant, adj., floating in water; flying (Aer.) —
OF. flotant (F. flottant), pres. part, of floter

(F. flatter), 'to float'. See float, v., and -ant.

flotation, n., i) the act of floating; 2) the act of

starting a business. — Altered fr. floatation

under the influence of F. flotation, 'floating',

ftottaison, 'water line'. Cp. flotsam,

flotilla, n., a small fleet. — Sp., dimin. of flota,

'fleet', which is of Teut. origin. See float, n.,

and cp. words there referred to.

flotsam, n., floating wreckage. — AF. floteson,

'flotsam', corresponding to OF. flotaison, 'a

floating' (whence F. flottaison, 'water line'), fr.

floter (F. flatter), 'to float' ; see float, v., and cp.

flotation. The ending of flotsam was influenced

by the Scand. suiT. -sam. Cp. jetsam.

flounce, intr. v., to move jerkily; to plunge; to

flounder. — Prob. borrowed from Scand. Cp.

dial. Swed. flunsa, 'to plunge', Norw. flunsa,

'to hurry', which are of imitative origin
;
prob.

influenced in form by bounce.

Gcnvaiive: flounc-ing, n.

flounder, n., one of several edible flatfishes. —
OF.flandre, of Scand. origin. Cp. Swed., Norw.

flundra, Dan. flynder, ON. flydra, 'flatfish',

which are rel. to MLG. vlundere, MHG. vluo-

der, 'flounder' (G. Flunder, of s.m., is a LG.

loan word), and cogn. with Gk. TrXa-ni?, 'flat,

wide, broad', L. planta, 'sole of the foot'. See

place and cp. plaice. Cp. also flat,

flounder, intr. v., to struggle in an awkward man-

ner. — Prob. a blend of founder and blunder.

Derivatives: flounder, n., flounder-ing, adj.,

flounder-ing-ly, adv.

flour, n. — A var. of flower, orig. identical also

in meaning with it, but later used only in the

figurative sense as 'flower (i.e. the finest part)

of the meal'.

Derivatives : ^ttr, tr. v., flour-y, adj.

flourish, intr. and tr. v. — ME. florisshen, fturis-

shen, fr. OF. floriss-, pres. part, stem of florir,

fr. VL. *flarire, corresponding to florere, 'to

blossom, flourish', flos, gen. floris, 'flower'. See

flower, n., and verbal suff. -Ish and cp. fleury.

Derivatives: flourish, n., flourish-ing, adj.,

flourish-y, adj.

flout, tr. and intr. v., to mock, jeer. — Fr.

ME. flauten, 'to play the flute'. For sense de-

velopment cp. the related MDu. fluyten, Du.

fluiten, 'to play the flute; to jeer'. See flute.

Derivatives: flout, n.,flout-er, n.,flout-ing-ly, adv.

flow, intr. v. — ME. flowen, fr. OE. flowan, rel.

to Du. vloeien, 'to flow', ON. floa, 'to deluge',

flood', OHG. ^ouwen, 'to rinse, wash', fr. I.-E.

base *pleu-, 'to flow, swim', whence also OI.

pldvate, 'navigates, swims', pldvdyati, 'causes to

swim, overflows', Toch. B plewe, 'ship', Arm.

luanam, 'I wash', heium, 'I pour', Gk. itX6v(o,

'I wash', TtXico (for *7tXlfo), 'I sail, go by sea,

swim', L. pluere, 'to rain', pluvia, 'rain', OSlav.

plovg, pluti, 'to flow, navigate', Lith. pilu, pilti,

'to pour out', plduju, plduti, 'to swim, rinse'.

See pluvial and cp. fleet, v., adj. and n., flit,

float, flood, flutter, fly, v. and n. Cp. also paludal,

Plynteria, pneumo-, pulmo-, pyelo-. I.-E. base

*pleu-, 'to flow', is uh. identical with base

*pele-, *ple-, 'to fill'. See full, adj., and words

there referred to and cp. esp. plutocracy.

Derivatives : y?ow, n., flow-ing, adj., flaw-ing-ly,

adv.

flower, n. — ME. flour, fr. OF. flour, flur, flor

(F. fleur), fr. L. fldrem, ace. of flos, 'flower', fr.

I.-E. base *bhld-, *bhle-, *bhld-, 'to blossom,

flourish', whence also Mir. bldth, W. blawd,

'bloom, flower', OE. bldwan, 'to flower, bloom'.

See blow, 'to flower', and cp. blade, blood,

bloom, blossom. Cp. also cauliflower, defloration,

deflower, effloresce, ferret, 'ribbon', fleuret,

fieur-de-lis, flirt. Flora, flora, floral, Floreal,

Florence, Florentine, florescent, floret, florid,

florin, flour, flourish, millefiori, Phyllis, phyllo-.

The meaning 'to blossom, flourish', denoted by

base *bhld-, *bhle-, *bhld-, is secondary. The

orig. meaning of this .base is 'to blow, to swell'.

See blow, 'to puff', and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives
:
/Joiver, v.,flower-ed, adi.,flower-er,

a., flawer-ing, adj., flower-y, adj.

flower-de-luce, n., iris. — Corruption of fleur-de-

lis (q.v.)

floweret, n., a little flower. — Dimin. of flower.

Cp. fleuret, floret,

flown, pp. of fly.

flu, n., influenza (coltoq.) — Shortened fr. in-

fluenza,

flucti-, combining form meaning 'wave'. — L.

flucti-, fr. fluctus, 'wave', fr. fluct-{um), archaic

pp. stem of fluere, 'to flow'. See fluent and cp.

fluctuate,

fluctuant, adj., undulating (rare). — h. flUctudns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of flUctudre. See next

word and -ant.



fluctuate

fluctuate, intr. v., to move like a wave; to un-

dulate. — L. fluctudt-(um), archaic pp. stem of

fluctudre, 'to move like a wave', fr. ftuctus,

'wave'. See flucti- and verbal suflF. -ate.

fluctuation, n. — L. fluctudtio, gen. -onis, 'a wav-
ering motion, fluctuation', fr. fluctudt-{um),

archaic pp. stem of fluctudre. See prec. word
and -ion.

flue, n., formerly, a chimney; now, a channel for

the passage of smoke, etc. — Of uncertain

origin.

flue, n., fluff. — ME. fluwe, fr. Flemish vluwe, fr.

F. velu, 'hairy, shaggy', fr. Late L. villutus, cor-

responding to L. villosus, 'hairy'. See velours

and cp. flue, 'fishing net', which is derivatively

identical with;?«e, 'fluff''. Cp. also fluff.

Derivative : ^ue-y, adj.

flue, n., the fluke of an anchor or a harpoon. —
Cp. fluke, 'broad end of the arm of an anchor'.

flue, n., a kind of fishing net. — ME., fr. Flem.

vluwe. See flue, 'fluff'.

fluellite, n., aluminum fluoride {mineral.) — A
blend of flu(orine) and (wav)elllte.

fluency, n. — Formed from next word with suff".

-cy.

fluent, adj. — L. fluens, gen. -entis, pres. part.

oifluere, 'to flow', whence /7Mme«, 'river'; cogn.

with Gk. nfko&isi, 'to boil over, bubble up',

9XcTv, 'to abound', fr. I.-E. *bhleu-, en-

largement of base *bhel-, *bhle-, 'to blow, swell'.

See blow, 'to puff', and -ent and cp. affluent,

afflux, circumfluent, confluent, defluent, diffluent,

flimflam, floss, fluid, flume, fluor, fluorescence,

fluorine, flush, 'number of cards', Flustra,

fluvial, flux, influence, influenza, influx, melli-

fluent, reflux, superfluous. Cp. also phello- and
words there referred to.

Denvatiyes: fluent-ly, adv., fluent-ness, n.

fluff, n., soft down. — Prob. rel. to flue, 'fluff'.

Derivatives: fluff, tr. and intr. v., fluff-y, adj.,

fluff-i-ly, adv., fluff-i-ness, n.

flugelman, n. fugleman. — G. Fliigetmann, 'file

leader, fugleman', lit. 'man on the wing'. See
fugleman.

fluid, adj. — F. fluide, fr. L. fluidus, 'flowing,

fluid', fr. fluere. See fluent and adj. suff. -id.

Derivatives: fluid, n., fluid-al, adj., fluid-at-ly,

adv., fluid-ly, adv., fluid-ness, n., fluidity (q.v.),

fluidize (q.v.)

fluidify, tr. v., to make fluid. — See fluid and -fy.

fluidity, n., fluid state or quality. — See fluid and
-ity and cp. F. fluidite.

fluidize, tr. v., to make fluid. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. fluidus (see fluid) and -ize, a suff. ofGreek
origin. The correct form is fluidify, in which both
elements are Latin.

fluke, n., I) flounder, flatfish; 2) a flat parasitic

worm. — ME. floke, fluke, fr. OE. floe, 'flat-

fish', rel. to ON. floki, of s.m., and in gradat-

ional relationship to Norw. flak, 'disk, floe'. See
flake, 'a thin, flat piece' (q.v.), and cp. next word.

fluke, n., part of an anchor. — Prob. figurative
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use of prec. word (q.v.) The broad end of the

arm of an anchor was compared with a flatfish.

fluke, n., a lucky accidental stroke at billiards

or other games. — Of unknown origin.

fluky, adj., infested with flukes. — Formed with
adj. suff. -y fr. fluke, 'flatfish; a flat parasitic

worm'.

fluky, adj., lucky. — Formed with adj. suff. -y

fr. fluke, 'accidental stroke'.

Derivatives: ^«/:i'-/y, adv., fluki-ness, n.

flume, n., artificial water course. — ME., fr.

OF. flum, 'river', fr. L. flumen, 'river', from the

stem oi fluere, 'to flow'. See fluent.

flummery, n., i) a soft jellylike food made from
the husks of oats; 2) empty compliments; non-
sense. — W. llymru, 'sour oatmeal jelly boiled

with the husks'.

flummox, tr. v., to confound {slang). — Prob. rel.

to OE. flummocks, 'to maul, mangle', and, to-

gether with it, of imitative origin.

flump, tr. v., to move or fall heavily, to plump;
n., the act of flumping. — Prob. a blend of
flop and plump.

flung, past tense and pp. offling. — ME. flungen,

fr. flingen. See fling.

flunky, flunkey, n., a lackey. — Prob. meaning
lit. 'the man at the side', and rel. to flank. Cp.
F. flanquer, 'to be at the side of, to flank', fr.

flanc, 'side'.

Derivatives: flunkey-dom, n., flunkey-ish, adj.,

flunkey-ism, n.

fluo-, combining form indicating the presence of
fluorine (chem.) — Short for F. fluor, 'fluorine'.

See next word.

fluor, n., a mineral containing fluorine, fluorite.

— ModL., fr. L. fluor, 'a flowing', fr. fluere, 'to

flow'. See fluent and -or and cp. fluorine.

fluoresce, intr. v. — Back formation fr. fluor-

escence.

fluorescence, n. {physics). — Formed with suff.

-escence (on a.na.\o%y oi opalescence, phosphores-

cence) fr. fluoKspar). The word fluorescence

was coined by the English mathematician and
physicist, Sir George Gabriel Stokes (1819-1903)

in 1852 in allusion to the circumstance that he
noticed this phenomenon first in fluorspar.

fluorescent, adj. — See prec. word and -ent.

fluoric, adj., pertaining to fluorine {chem.) —
Formed with suff. -ic fr. fluor.

fluorine, n., name of a nonmetallic element be-

longing to the halogen family {chem.)— Coined
by the English chemist Sir Humphry Davy
(1778-1829) fr. fluor with chem. suff. -ine (on

analogy of brom-ine, chlor-ine, iod-ine). The
element was so called by him because it was
found first in fluorspar.

fluorite, n., fluorspar {mineral.) — Formed fr.

fluor with subst. suff. -ite.

fluoro-, combining form denoting either \) fluor-

ine or 2) fluorescence. — See fluor.

fiuoroscope, n., an instrument for observing
fluorescence. — A hybrid coined fr. L. fluor and
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Gk. -(jx6mov, fr. crxoTretv, 'to look at, exam-

ine'. See fluor and -scope.

Derivative: fluoroscop-y, n.

fluorspar, n., fluorite. — Lit. 'fluor used as a

spar'. See fluor and spar, and cp. G. Flufispat.

Cp. also feldspar, feldspathic.

flurry, n., i) a gust of wind ; 2) agitation.— Prob.

a blend of obsol. flurr, 'to whir' (which is of

imitative origin), and hurry.

Derivative: flurry, tr. v.

flush, intr. and tr. v., to start up suddenly. —
ME. fluschen, of imitative origin.

flush, n., a flock offlushed birds.— Fr. prec. word.

flush, intr. v., i) to rush (said of blood); to flow

suddenly; 2) to blush; tr. v., i) to cleanse with

a sudden flow of water; 2) to make red; 3) to

excite. — A blend of flash and blush,

flush, adj. and adv., full to overflowing. — Fr.

prec. word.

Derivatives : ^Mj'A, tr. v., to fill up, flush-ness, n.

flush, adj., even, level. — Prob. identical with

prec. word and orig. applied to a river running

full, hence level with its banks.

flush, n., a number of cards of the same suit. —
F. flux, lit. 'flux, flow', fr. L. flUxus. See flux.

Derivative: flush, adj., consisting of cards of

the same flush.

flushing, n., a kind of coarse cloth. — From
Flushing {Vtissingen), seaport in Holland,

fluster, tr. v., to confuse with drink; to confuse;

intr. v., to be confused. — Prob. of Scand. ori-

gin, Cp. Icel. flaustr, 'hxxsiW ,flaustra, 'to bustle'

;

which are prob. imitative.

Derivatives: fluster, n., fluster-y, adj.

Flustra, n., a genus of marine Polyzoa {zool.) —
ModL., coined by Linnaeus fr. L. flustra (pi.),

'the usual calm of the sea', which prob. stands

for *flugs-tra and derives fr. fluere, 'to flow'.

See fluent,

flute, n. ~ ME. floute, floite, fr. OF. flaiite,

fleiite (F. flute), fr. OProven^. flaUt, which is

prob. a blend ofOProvcTu;.flaujol, 'flageolet', and

laiit, 'lute'. See flageolet and lute, 'a musical in-

strument'. \t.flauto and Sp.^aufaareOProven?.

loan words. Cp. flout.

flute, intr. v. — ME. flouten, floiten, fr. OF. flaU-

ter, fleiiter (F. flUter), fr. OF. flaiite, fleiite,

'flute'. See flute, n.

Derivatives : ^ur-erf, adj., flut-er, n.,flut-ing, n.,

flut-y, adj.

flutist, n. — A hybrid coined fr. flute and -ist,

a suff. of Greek origin. Cp. flautist,

flutter, intr. v., to flap the wings; tr. v., to move
quickly. — ME. floteren, fr. OE. floterian, 'to be

tossed by waves, to flutter', freq. of flotian, 'to

float'. See float, v.

Derivatives: ,^«/fe/-, n., flutter-er, n., flutter-ing,

ad)., flutter-ing-ly, adv., flutter-y, adj.

fluvial, adj., pertaining to a river. — L. fluvidlis,

fr. fluvius, 'river', which is rel. to fluere, 'to

flow'. See fluent and adj. suff. -ai.

CuTiatic, adj., fluvial.— L. ftuvidticus, 'pertaining

to a river', fr. fluvius. See prec. word and 2nd

-atic.

fluviatile, adj., fluvial. — F., fr. L. fluvidtilis, 'per-

taining to a river', fr. fluvius. See fluvial and -ile.

fluvio-, combining form meaning 'river'. — Fr.

L. fluvius. See fluviaL

flux, n., i) a flowing; 2) a continuous change. —
ME., fr. MF. (= F.)flux, fr. h.flUxus, 'a flow-

ing, flow, flux', fr. flUxus, pp. of fluere, 'to

flow'. See fluent and cp. flush, 'a number of

cards', afflux, conflux, efflux, influx, reflux.

Derivatives :flux, v. ,fluxible {q.v.),flux-ibil-ity, n.

fluxible,adj., i) fluid; 2) capable of being melted.

— OF., fr. Late L. flUxibilis, 'fluid', fr. h.flUxus,

pp. of fluere, 'to flow'. See flux and -ible.

fluxion, n., i) a flowing; 2) a continuous change.

— F., fr. L. fluxionem, ace. of ftHxio, 'a flow-

ing', fr. fluxus, pp. of fluere. See flux and -ion.

Derivatives : fluxion-al, fluxion-ary, adjs.

fly, intr. and tr. v.— ME. flegen,flien, fr. OE.fleo-

gan, rel. to OS., OHG.fliogan, ON.^y%a,Swed.

flyga, earlier Dan. flyge, Dan. flyve, OFris.

flidga, MDu. vlieghen, Du. vliegen, MHG.
vliegen, G. fliegen, 'to fly', Goth, us-flaugjan, 'to

cause to fly', and cogn. with Lith. plaukiii,

plaUkti, 'to swim'; fr. I.-E. base *pleuq-, 'to

move forward (by swimming, running or flying)',

enlargement of *pleu-, 'to flow, swim'. See flow

and cp. fledge, flight, 'the act of flying', fowl.

Derivatives: fly, n., the act of flying, fly, adj.

{q.v.),fly-ing, ad}, and n.

fly, n., a two-winged insect. — ME. flege, flie,

fr. OE. fleoge, flyge, rel. to OS. fliega, ON.,

Swed. fluga, Norw. fljuge, earlier Dan. fluge,

Gan.flue, MDu. vlieghe, Du. vlieg, OHG. flioga,

fliuga, MHG. vliuge, vliege, G. Fliege, 'fly', lit.

'the flying (scil. insect)', fr. OE. fleogan etc.,

'to fly'. See fly, v.

fly, adj., agile ; knowing, sharp {slang). — Fr. fly, v.

flyte, flyting. — See flite, fliting.

foal, n. — ME.fole, fr. OE.fola, rel. to OS., OHG,
folo, ON. fijli, OFris. fola, MHG. vote, G.

Fohlen, Goth, fula, and cogn. with Gk. ttcoXoi;,

'foal'. Arm. ul (for *p6lon), 'kid'. Alb. pel'i,

'mare', L. pullus, 'a young animal', fr. I.-E. base

*pdut-, *p^ul-, *pul-, 'young animal', prop,

-/-enlargement of I.-E. base *p6u-, *p^u-, *pu-,

'small, little, young, few'. See few and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also filly.

Derivatives : /oa/, tr. v., foal-y, adj.

foam, n. — ME. fame, fame, fr. OE. fdm, rel. to

OHG., MHG. veim, G. Feim, and cogn. with

01. phinal}, L. pUmex, 'pumice', spdma, 'foam',

OSlav. pena, 'foam', Lith. spdine, 'a streak of

foam', OPruss. spoayno, 'foam'. Cp. pumice,

spume.

Derivatives
:
/cam, v. (q.v.), /oam->', adj., foam-

i-ly, adv., foam-i-ness, n.

foam, intr. v. — ME. famien, fomen, fr. fame,

fame, 'foam'. Cp. OE. fxman, 'to foam', and

see foam, n.

Derivative: yiwim-er, n.
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fob, tr. v., to cheat (archaic). — Prob. fr. G. fop-

pen, 'to jeer at, make a fool of, hoax'. Cp. fub

and fop.

fob, n., a httle pocket. — Prob. fr. G. Fuppe, 'a

pocket', a dialectal word used in Livonia.

focal, adj. — Formed fr. focus with adj. suff. -al.

Cp. bifocal, confocal.

Derivatives: focal-ize, tr. v., focal-iz-ation, n.,

focal-ly, adv.

focimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

distance of the focus. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. focus, 'hearth', and Gk. [xsTpov, 'measure'.

See focus and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivative: focimetr-y, n.

fo'c'sle. — Phonetic spelling of forecastle.

focus, n., a point at which rays of light, heat,

etc., meet. — ModL., fr. L. focus, 'hearth' (in

VL., 'fire'), which is of uncertain origin. It is

perh. cogn. with Arm. bosor, 'red', hoc, 'flame'.

The word focus was introduced into mathe-

matics by Kepler in 1604. Cp. curfew, foyer, fuel,

fusil, 'musket', feu de joie.

Derivatives: focus, tr. and intr. v., focus-er, n.

fodder, n. — ME. foder, fr. OE. fodor, from the

stem of foda, 'food', rel. to ON. fodr, Dan.,

Swed. foder, MDu. voeder, Du. voe(de)r, OHG.
fuotar, MHG. vuoter, G. Futter. See food.

Derivatives
:
/orfcfer-er, n., fodder-less, adj.

foe, n. — ME. fo, fa, fr. OE. fag, fah, 'hostile',

rel. to OHG. fehan, 'to hate', gi-feh, MHG. ge-

vech, 'hostile', Goth, faih, 'deception', bi-faih,

'envy, covetousness', OE. fsehdio), 'feud, en-

mity', fiege, 'doomed to die, fated'. All these

words derive fr. I.-E. base *peik-, 'evil-minded,

treacherous, hostile', whence also OI. pisunah,

'malicious', picacdh, 'demon', Lith. piktas,

'wicked, angry', pykti, 'to become angry', peikti,

'to blame', OPruss. paikemmai, 'we deceive';

cp. feud, 'enmity', fey. Cp. the related base

*peig-, whence L. piger, 'reluctant, averse, lazy',

piget, 'it irks, troubles, displeases', OE. fdcen,

OS. fekan, OHG. feihhan, 'deceit, fraud, treach-

ery' ; see fickle.

Foehn, Fohn, n., a warm dry wind blowing down
the valleys of the Alps. — MHG. foenne, fr.

OHG. phonno, fr. VL. *fa6nius, fr. L. favonius,

'west wind'. See Favonius.

foeman, n., foe, enemy. — ME. fomon, fr. OE.
fdhman. See foe and man.

Foeniculum, n., a genus of plants of the carrot

family (bot.) — L. foeniculum, faeniculum, 'fen-

nel'. See fennel.

foetal, adj. — See fetal.

foetation, n. — See fetation,

foeticide, n. — See feticide.

foetus, n. — See fetus.

fog, n., coarse grass, aftermath. — ME. fogge,

prob. of Scand. origin. Cp. Norw. fogg, 'long

grass in a moist hoUow', which is rel. to OE.,

OS. fuht, MLG., MDu. vucht, Du. vochl,

OHG. fuhtQ), MHG. viuhte, G. feucht, 'moist,

damp', and cogn. with OI. pdnkaft, 'mud, mire'.

and prob. also with Arm. zanganem (for *z-han-

ganem), 'to knead'.

Derivative: fog, tr. v., to leave the grass

standing.

fog, n., mist. — Dan. fog, 'spray, shower, drift

of snow', rel. to ON. fok, of s.m., fjUk, 'snow-

storm', fjiika, 'to be driven by the wind'.

Derivative: fog, tr. v., to envelop into a fog,

to befog.

foggage, n., the right of pasturing cattle on fog

(law). — A hybrid coined fr. fog, 'coarse grass',

and -age, a suff. of Latin origin.

fogger, n., a man employed to place fog signals

on railroad. — Formed fr. fog, 'mist', with

agential suff. -er.

foggy» adj-. misty. — Formed with adj. sufF. -y

fr. fog, 'mist'.

Derivatives : /og-^/'-Zy, adv., foggi-ness, n.

foggy, adj., pertaining to, or abounding in, the

grass called fog. — Formed with adj. suff. -y

fr. fog, 'coarse grass'.

fogy, fogey, adj., an old dull fellow. — Of un-

certain origin.

foible, n., a weak point in one's character. —
OF., 'weak' (F. faible), dissimil. fr. L. flebilis,

'lamentable' (see feeble, which is a doublet of

foible). The word orig meant 'the weakest part

of a sword blade', in contradistinction to its

strongest part, called forte.

foil, n., i) a leaflike space in the tracery of a win-

dow; 2) a leaf of metal. — OF. foil, fuil, fr. L.

folium, 'leaf. Cp. F.feuille, 'leaf, fr. L. folia, pi.

offolium (but mistaken for fem. sing.), and see

folio. Cp. also the second element in trefoil,

quatrefoil, cinquefoil, milfoil, counterfoil.

Derivatives: foil, tr. v., to furnish with foils,

foil-ing, n.

foil, tr. v., i) to trample (a hunting term); 2) to

baffle. — ME.foilen, 'to tread under one's foot,

to trample', irregularly formed fr. OF. foler,

fuler, fouler, of s.m., fr. VL. *fulldre, 'to full

(cloth)'. See full, 'to thicken cloth'.

foil, n., trail of an animal.— Fr. foil, 'to trample'.

foil, n., a small sword used in fencing. — Orig.

'that which is used to baffle (scil. the opponent)',

fr. foil, 'to baffle'.

foiling, n., decoration with foils. — Formed with

subst. suff. -ing fr. foil, 'space in the tracery of

a window'.

foiling, n., trail of a deer. — Formed with subst.

suff. -ing fr. foil, 'trail of an animal'.

foin, intr. v., to thrust with a sword (archaic). —
ME. foinen, fr. OF. foisne, foine (F. fouine),

'fish spear', fr. L. fuscina, 'a trident', which is

of uncertain origin.

foison, n., abundance, plenty (archaic). — OF.

(= F.) foison, fr. L. fOsidnem, ace. of fOsid, 'a

pouring out'. See fusion, which is a doublet of

foison.

foist, tr. v., to palm off; to put in surreptitiously.

— MDu. vuisten, 'to take in the fist', fr. vuist,

'fist'. See fist.
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fold, tr. and intr. v., to double. — ME. falden,

folden, fr. OE. fealdan, rel. to ON. falda,

Dan. folde, Swed. fdlla, MLG. volden, MDu.
vouden, Du. vouwen, OHG. faldan, MHG. val-

den, valten, G. fallen, Goth, falpan, and cogn.

with 01. putah, 'fold, pocket'. Alb. paVe, 'fold',

Mir. alt, 'a joint'. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. *pel-to-, enlargement of base *pel-, 'to

fold'. See ply, n. and v., and -fold, and cp. plait.

Cp. also the first element in faldstool, fauteuil.

Derivatives :/oW, n. (q.\.),fold-er, n.,fold-ing,n.

fold, n., a folding; anything folded.— ME. feald,

fold. See prec. word.

fold, n., pen for sheep. — ME. fold, fr. OE. falod,

falud,fald, rel. to Dan. fold, 'pen for sheep', Du.

vaalt, 'a dung pit'. Cp. the second element in

pinfold.

Derivative : fold, to keep (sheep) in a fold.

-fold, suff.— ME., fr. OE. -feald, rel. to OS. -fold,

ON. -faldr, OHG., MHG, G. -fait, Goth, -falps,

and cogn. with Gk. --kocXtoq, -7rXa<jto?, and -7tX6i;,

-TtXooc;, Att. -jirXoG? (in a-TrXo?, a.-Tck6oz, resp.

Att. a-7tXou?, 'simple, single', Si-tcX6?, Si-Tzl6oq,

resp. Att. Si-TtXouq, 'double', etc.), and L. -plus

(in sim-plus, 'simple, single', du-plus, 'double',

etc.) See fold, v., and cp. haplo-. Cp. also simple,

double,

folding, n., the act of folding. — Formed fr. fold,

'to double', with -ing, suff. forming verbal

nouns.

folding, adj., that which folds or is folded. —
Formed fr. fold, 'to double', with part. suff. -ing.

folding, n., the act of enclosing or keeping sheep

in a fold. — Formed from the verb fold, 'to

keep (sheep) in a fold' (see fold, 'pen'), with

-ing, a suff. forming verbal nouns.

foliaceous, adj., pertaining to, or consisting of,

leaves. — L. folidceus, 'leafy', fr. folium, 'leaf.

See folio and -aceous.

foliage, n. — Altered fr. F. feuillage, fr. feuille,

'leaf, fr. L. folia, 'leaves', pi. of folium, but

mistaken for a fem. sing. E. foliage was influ-

enced in form by L. folium. See folio and -age

and cp. foil, 'space in the tracery of a window'.

foliar, adj., pertaining to leaves. — Formed with

suff. -ar fr. L. folium, 'leaf. See folio,

foliate, adj., i) having leaves; 2) resembling

leaves. — L. folidtus, 'leafy', fr. folium, 'leaf.

See folio and adj. suff. -ate and cp. defoliate,

exfoliate, perfoliate.

foliate, tr. v., i) to beat into a leaf; 2) to furnish

with foils ; Aitr. v., to split into laminae or

leaves. — L. folidtus. See prec. word.

Derivatives
:
/o/iaf-erf, adj., foliat-ion, n.

foliature, n., foliage. — L. fotidtHra, fr. folidtus,

'leafy'. See foliate, adj., and -ure.

folio, n., i) a leaf of a book; 2) a sheet of paper

once folded. — Abl. of L. folium, 'leaf, which

prob. stands for I.-E. *bholyom, and is cogn. with

Gk. (p'iUov (for *bhulyom), 'leaf , Gael, bile (for

*bhelyom), 'leaflet, blossom'. All these words

derive fr. I.-E. base *bMd-, *bhle-, 'to blossom'.

properly 'to swell'. See blow, 'to flower', blow,

'to puff', and cp. foliage, foil, 'leaf of me' -.1',

feuilleton, filemot, and asperifoliate, bifoliate,

Caprifoliaceae, defoliate, exfoliate, perfoliate,

portfolio, Trifolium. Cp. also phyllo-. Cp also

blade.

Derivatives : /o/jo, adj. and tr. v.

foliole, n., leaflet (bot.); a small organ resembling

a leaf (zool.) — F., fr. L. foliolum, dimin. of

folium, 'leaf. See folio and dimin. suff. -ole.

foliose, adj., leafy. — L. folidsus, fr. folium. See

folio- and adj. suff. -ose

folium, n., i) a leaf; 2) a thin layer. — L. See

folio-.

folk, n. — ME., fr. OE.folc, 'people, crowd', rel.

to ON., Dan., Swed., OFris. folk, MLG., MDu.
vole, Du. volk, OHG. folc, MHG. vole, G.

Volk, 'people', fr. Teut. *fulka-, which prob.

meant orig. 'host of warriors'. The above words

are rel. to OE. ge-fylce, ON.fylki, 'troop, army',

and prob. cogn. with Alb. plogu, 'heap, crowd'.

For the orig. meaning of Teut. *fulka- cp. Lith.

pulkas, 'heap, troop', OSlav. plUkii (for *piilkii),

'host of warriors', which are traceable to Teut.

*fulka-. The orig. meaning of the above Teut.

words shows that they cannot be connected

etymologically with Gk. TrXij&oi;, 'multitude', L.

plebs, 'people; mob', populus, 'people', as is

done by most linguists. Cp. the first element in

Volkslied, Volksraad.

folkland, n., land held by customary right (Engl.

Hist.) — OE. folcland. See folk and land,

folklore, n., the traditional customs, beliefs and

tales of a people.— Coined by the English anti-

quary William John Thomas (1803-85) in 1846

for earlier popular antiquities. See folk and lore,

folklorist, n., an expert in folklore. — A hybrid

coined fr. folklore and -ist, a suff. of Greek

origin.

folkmote, folkmoot, n., general assembly of a

town or shire in Anglo-Saxon England. —
Modem rendering of OE. folcmot, folcgemdt,

lit. 'people's meeting'. See folk and moot,

follicle, n., i) a small sac, cavity or gland (anat.);

2) a seed vessel (bot.) — F. follicule, 'a little

bag', fr. L. folliculus, of s.m., dimin. of follis,

'a leather sack; a pair of bellows, moneybag,

wind cushion, stomach'. L. follis stands for

*bhol-nis or *bhj-nis and is a derivative of base

*bhel-, 'to swell'. See bull, 'male of the ox', and

cp. belly and words there referred to. For the

ending see suff. -de.

follicular, adj., pertaining to a follicle. — L./o/-

liculdris, 'pertaining to a little bag', fr. folliculus.

See follicle and adj. suff. -ar.

folliculate, adj., consisting of a follicle or fol-

licles. — Formed fr. L. folliculus (see follicle)

with adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: folliculat-ed, adj.

folliculitis, n., inflammation of follicles (med.) —
A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. folliculus (see

follicle) and -itis, a suif. of Greek origin.



folliculosis

folliculosis, n., abnormal development of the

lymph follicles (jned.) — A Medical L. hybrid

coined fr. L. folliculus (see follicle) and -osis,

a suff. of Greek origin.

follow, tr. and intr. v. — ME. folewen, foluwen,

folwen, folgen, fr. OE. folgian, also fylgan, rel.

to OS. folgon, 0¥x\%. folgia, fulgia, ON., Norw.

fylgja, Swed. yo/ya, Dan. f0lge, MDu. volghen,

Du. volgen, OHG. folgen, MHO. volgen, G.

folgen, 'to follow', and perh. cogn. with W.,

Co. ol (for I.-E. *polgh-), 'track of the foot',

W. ar ol, 'behind, after', olafiad, 'successor'.

Derivatives: follow, n., follower (q.v.), follow-

ing, adj. and n.

follower, n. — ME. folwere, fr. OE. folgere, fr.

folgian, 'to follow'. See prec. word and agential

suff. -er.

folly, n. — ME./o//e, fr. OF. (= ¥),folie fr.

OF. fol (F. fou, fol), 'fool'. See fool and -y (rep-

resenting OF. -ie).

foment, tr. v., i) to treat with warm water; 2) to

stir up, stimulate. — F. fomenter, fr. L. fomen-

tdre, 'to foment', fr. fomentum, contraction

of *fovimentum, 'a warm application, poultice',

fr. fovere, 'to warm, keep warm', which stands

for *dhog"'eyd, prop, a causative form lit.

meaning 'I cause to burn', fr. I.-E. base *dheg'"h-,

*dhog'^'h-, 'to bum'. See day and cp. words there

referred to. For the ending see suff. -ment.

Derivatives: foment, n., foment-er, foment-

ation, n.

fomes, n., a porous substance capable of ab-

sorbing contagious germs.— I., fomes, 'kindling

wood, touchwood, tinder', rel. to fomentum,

'a warm application, poultice'. See foment.

fond, n., foundation. — F. fond {now fonds), it.

OF. fonz, fans, fr, L. fundus, 'bottom, basis,

foundation'. See fund and cp. the second ele-

ment in plafond.

fond, adj., infatuated; loving. — ME. fanned, 'in-

fatuated', pp. of fonnen, 'to make a fool of,

fr. fan, fonne, 'fool, foolish', which is of un-

certain origin. Cp. fondle, fun. Derivatives:

fondle (q.v.), fond-ly, adv., fond-ness, n.

fonda, n., hotel, inn. — Sp., fr. Arab, funduq. See

fonduk.

fondaco, n., inn. — It., fr. Arab, funduq. See

fonduk and cp. prec. word.

fondant, n., a kind of sweetmeat that melts easily

in the mouth. — F., prop. pres. part, of fondre,

'to melt', fr. L. fundere, 'to pour'. See found,

'to establish', and -ant and cp. fondue.

fondle, tr. and intr. v. — Formed with freq. suff.

-le fr. ohso\. fond, 'to be fond of, fr. fond, adj.

Derivative: fondl-ing, n.

fondue, n., a dish made of melted cheese, eggs,

butter, etc. — F., prop. fem. of fondu, pp. of

fondre, 'to melt'. See fondant.

fonduk, n., 1) a warehouse, also an inn, in N.

Africa.— Arab, funduq, fr. Mishnaic Heb. pun-

ddq, or Aram, pund'qd, fr. Gk. 7cavSoxetov,'inn',

lit. *a place for the reception of everybody', fr.

TiavSoxoi;, 'all-receiving', compounded of Ttav,

'all, everything', and the stem of SsxsoS^ai, 'to

receive hospitably, entertain'. Cp. Sp. alfondega,

which derives fr. Arab, al-, 'the', and funduq,

'inn', and see pandect. Cp. also fonda, fondaco.

font, n., receptacle for baptismal water— ME.,

fr. OE. font, 'baptismal font', fr. L. fons, gen.

fontis, 'spring, fountain', in Eccles. Latin 'bap-

tismal font'. See ist fount,

font, n., set of type of one size {typogr.) — F.

fonte, 'a casting', prop, the fem. pp. of fondre,

'to cast, melt', used as a noun. See found, 'to

cast', and cp. foimt, 'font'.

fontal, adj., i) pertaining to a fountain; 2) bap-

tismal. — Late L. fontalis, fr. L. fons, gen. fon-

tis, 'fountain'. See ist fount and adj. suff. -al.

fontanel, fontanelle, n., membranous space be-

tween the bones of the skull of a baby or a

young animal {mat.) — F. fontanelle, trans-

formation of OF. fontenelle, fr. Medical L. fon-

tanella, prop, the latinized form of the dimin.

of F. fontaine, 'fountain'. See fountain and

dimin. suff. -el, resp. -elle.

food, n. — ME. fode, fr. OE. foda (whence

OE. fodor, 'fodder'), rel. to Goth, fodeins,

'food', fodjan, 'to feed', and cogn. with Gk.

Ttaxelaftai, 'to feed', fr. I.-E. *pdt-, *pH-,

-r-enlargements of base *pd-, 'to tend, keep,

pasture, feed, guard, protect', whence also Mes-

sapian iravoi;, 'bread', L. pa-bulum (for *pd-

dhlo-m), 'food, fodder', pd-nis, 'bread', pd-scere

(pp. pd-stus), 'to graze, pasture, feed', pd-stor,

'shepherd', lit. 'feeder', OSlav. pasg (for pd-

sko), pasti, 'to feed, tend (the flock)', Toch. A
pds-, B pdsk-, 'to feed, tend (the flock)', Hitt.

pahhshi, 'I keep, tend, protect'. Cp. feed, fodder,

forage, foster, fother, v. Cp. also appanage, com-

panion, company, impanate, pabulum, panda,

panetela, panification, pannage, pannier, pantler,

pantry, pascual, pastern, pastille, pastor, pasture,

repast. — Related, and equivalent in meaning,

to I.-E. base *pd-, is base *p6-, *p6i-, *pf-,

whence Ol. pdti, 'he guards, protects', go-pdh,

'shepherd', pdyiih, 'guarding, protecting', Gk.

Troifiyjv, 'shepherd', iraio, 'flock of sheep', nuiia,

'lid, cover', Lith. piemud, 'shepherd'. Cp. the

2nd element in ' >kapala and in satrap. Cp. also

ban, 'governor', and words there referred to.

fool, n., a jester, « dupe. — ME. fol, fr. OF. fol

(F. fou, fol), 'fool', fr. L. follis, 'bag, bellows,

ball filled with air', in VL. 'empty-headed per-

son, fool'. See follicle. Derivatives : fool, intr.

and tr. \.,fool-ery, n.,fool-ing, n.,fool-ish, adj.,

fool-ish-ly, adv., fool-ish-ness, n.

fool, n., dish consisting of crushed fruit, milk and

cream. — Fr. prec. word in its colloquial sense

'a trick, a joke'. For sense development cp.

trifle, 'a thing of small value; a sweet dish'.

foolhardy, adj., foolishly bold; rash. — ME.fol-

herdi, fr. OF. fol hardi. See fool, 'jester', and

hardy.

'Deriyatives: foolhardi-ly, ad\.,foolhardi-ness, n.

lUI UCdl

foolscap, n., a size of writing paper. — So called

because it formerly bore a fool's cap as water-

mark.

foot, n. — ME. fot, fr. OE. fot, rel. to OS. fdt,

ON. fdtr, Swed. fot, Dan. fod, Du. voet, OHG.
fuo3, MHG. VU03, G. F«jS, Goth.fdtus, 'foot', and

cogn. with 01. pdt, ace. pddam, 'foot', Avestic

pad-, 'foot', Toch. A pe, B pai, 'foot', Apent, B
paine, 'both feet', Arm. ot-n, 'foot', ot-k', 'feet',

Dor. Gk. TTfi;, Att. Troii? (formed on analogy of

o5<;, 'ear'), gen. noS6(;, L. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot',

01. paddm, 'step, track'. Arm. het, gen. hetoy,

'track, footmark', Gk. TtiSif), 'fetter', TteSav, 'to

bind with fetters', tt^Sov, 'ground, earth', L-.peda,

'footstep', /jerfica, 'shackle, fetter', impedire, 'en-

tangle, ensnare', expedire, 'to extricate, disen-

gage', Lith. pedd, 'footstep, trace', OSlaw. poda,

'loft', Russ. pod-oshva, 'sole of foot'. AU these

words derive fr. I.-E. base *pSd-, *pSd-, 'foot'.

Cp. fetch, fetlock, fetter, fit, 'part ofa song'. Cp.

also antipodes, apod, babouche, biped, breviped,

caliber, cap-a-pie, charpoy, expedient, expedite,

impeach, impede, impedimenta, Lycopodium,

millepede, multiped(e), octopus, oppidan, palmi-

ped, pawn (in chess), parallelepiped, pajama,

pedal, pedate, -pede, pedesis, pedestal, Pedetes,

pedicel, pedicle, pedigree, pedology, 'the study of

soils', peduncle, peon, pes, petiole, pew, Peziza,

pie, 'a small coin', piepoudre, pilot, podagra,

podal, podium, podo-, pug, 'footprint', puy, seer-

paw. Taliped, Tarsipes, teapoy, trapezium, triped,

tripos, vamp, 'front part of the foot', velocipede.

Cp. also pejorative, pessimism.

Derivatives: foot, tr. and intr. v., foot-ed, adj.,

foot-er, n., foot-ing, n., foot-less, adj.

footeite, n., a hydrous copper oxychloride {min-

eral.) — Named after A. E. Foote of Philadel-

phia (died in 1895). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

footfall, n. — First used by Shakespeare.

footle, intr. v., to trifle. — Formed with suff. -le

fr. dial. E. footer, 'to trifle', which is rel. to

footy (q.v.)

Derivative: footl-ing, adj., trifling, paltry.

footpad, n., a highway robber on foot. — Com-
pounded of foot and pad, 'pathway'.

Derivatives
:
/oo/poi^, intr. \.,footpadd-ery, n.

footy, adj., mean; paltry {dial. English). — F.

foutu, pp. oi foutre, 'to thrust, to deal blows',

se foutre, 'to care nothing', fr. OF. foutre, 'to

copulate with', fr. L. futuere, of s.m., orig. 'to

strike, thrust', which is rel. to confiitare, 'to

repress a boiling liquid; to suppress, check, dis-

prove'. See confute and cp. footle,

foozle, tr. and intr. v., to bungle. — Cp. Bavarian

G. fuseln, 'to work quickly and badly' ; of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives : foozle, n., foozl-er, n.

fop, n., a dandy. — ME. fop, foppe, 'fool', fr.

Du. foppen, fr. G. foppen, 'to jeer at, make a

fool of. Cp. fob, fub.

Derivatives: fop-ling, n., fopp-ery, n,, fopp-ish.

adj., flopp-ish-ly, adv., fopp-ish-ness, n.

for, prep. — ME., fr. OE. for, fore, 'before (prep,

and adv.), for, on account of, rel. to OS. fur,

furi, 'before', Du. voor, 'for, before', OHG. fora,

'before', furi, MHG. vur, G. fiir, 'for', Dan.

for, 'for', fer, 'before' (prep, and adv.), Swed.

for, 'for', fore, 'before', Goth, faur, 'for', faura,

'before (adv. and prep.), for'. See fore, adv.,

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative; for, conj.

for-, pref. — OE., replacing earlier /sr-,/er-, rel.

to ON. for-, Du. ver-, OHG. fir-, far-, MHG.,
G. yer-, Goth, faur-, fair-, fra-, and cogn. with

Gk. Ttapoc-, Tcepi-, L. per-, prae-, pro-, OSlav.

prS-, Lith. per-. See for and words there referred

to and cp. the first element in fret, 'to eat away'.

forage, n., fodder. — ME., fr. OF. forage, for-

rage, fourage (F. fourrage), fr. OF. forre, fuerre

(F. feurre), 'fodder, straw', fr. Frankish "fodr,

which is rel. to OHG. fuotar, OE. fodor, 'fod-

der'. See fodder and -age and cp. foray. Cp.

also forel.

forage, tr. and intr. v. — F. fourrager, fr. four-

rage. See forage, n.

forager, n. — ME., fr. OF. foragier, forragier,

collateral forms of forrageur (whence F. four-

rageur), 'forager'. See forage, n. and v., and

agential suff. -er.

foralite, n., marking found in rocks {geol.)

— A hybrid coined from the stem of L. fordre,

'to bore', and Gk. U&oq, 'stone'. See foramen

and -lite.

foramen, n., a small orifice, aperture. — L.

foramen, 'hole, opening', fr. fordre, 'to bore,

pierce, through', which is cogn. with OE. borian,

'to bore'. See bore, v., and -men.

foraminate, adj., perforated. — L. fordmindtus,

'bored, pierced through', fr. fordmen, gen. fo-

rdminis, 'hole, opening'. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ate. Derivative :/oramina/-erf, adj.

Foraminifera, n. pi., an order of rhizopods (zoo/.)

— ModL., lit. 'bearing holes', compounded of

L. fordmen, g,en. fordminis, 'hole, opening', and

ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See foramen and -fer.

foraminiferal, foraminiferous, adj., containing

Foraminifera; pertaining to the Foraminifera.

— See prec. word and adj. suff. -al, resp. -ous.

foraminoos, adj., having foramina. — L.fordmi-

nosus, 'fuU of holes', fr. fordmen, gen. fordminis,

'hole, opening'. See foramen and -ous.

foray, tr. and intr. v., to raid, ravage. — ME. for-

rayen, back formation fr. forreier, 'forayer'. See

forayer.

foray, n., a raid. — ME. forrai, fr. forrayen. See

foray, v.

forayer, n. — ME. forreier, 'forager', fr. OF. for-

rier, ft. forrer, forer, 'to forage', fr. forre, fuerre,

'fodder'. See forage, v., and agential suff. -er.

forbade, forbad, past tense of forbid,

forbear, n. — See forebear,

forbear, tr. and intr. v., to refrain from. — ME.
forberen, fr. OE. forberan, 'to endure, suffer;
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to restrain from', formed fr. for- and beran, 'to

bear'. See bear, 'to carry'.

Derivatives: forbear-ance, n., forbear-er, n.,

forbear-ing, adj., forbear-ing-ly, adv.

forbesite, n., a hydrous nickel cobalt arsenate

(mineral.) — Named after the English geologist

David Forbes (1828-76), who first analyzed it.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

forbid, tr. v. — ME. forbeden, fr. OE. forbeodan,

rel. to Du. verbieden, OHG. farbiotan, MHG.,
G. verbieten, Goth, faurbiudan, 'to forbid'. See
for- and bid.

Derivatives: forbidd-ance, n., and forbidd-en,

adj., forbidden-ly, adv., forbidden-ness, n., for-

bidd-er, n.,forbidd-ing, adj., forbidd-ing-fy, adv.,

forbidd-ing-ness, n.

forbore, past tense of forbear,

forby, forbye, prep., near, next to; adv. 1) aside;

2) past; 3) besides. — ME. forbi, fr. for-, fore-,

'fore-", and by, 'by'. Cp. G. vorbei, 'along, by,

past, over', and see fore- and by.

force, n., strength. — ME., fr. OF. (= V.) force,

'strength, force, power', fr. VL. fortia, prop.
neut. pi. of L. fortis, 'strong', but mistaken for

a fem. sing. noun. See fort and cp. rinforzando.

Derivatives: force-ful, adj., force-ful-ly, adv.,

force-ful-ness, n., force-less, adj.

force, tr. v., to compel. — F. forcer, fr. VL. *for-

tidre, fr. fortia. See force, n.

Derivatives
:
/orc-et/, adj., forc-ed-ly, adv., /orc-

ed-ness, n.,forc-er, n., forcible {q.\.),forc-ing, n.

force, n., waterfall. — ON. fors, foss, whence
Swed. fors, D&n.fos, of s.m., Swcd.forsa^frusa,

'to gush forth'.

force, tr. v., to stuff, farce. — A var. of farce,

force majeure, irresistible force. — F., lit.

'superior strength'. See force, 'strength', and
major, adj.

forcemeat, n., minced meat. — Compounded of

force, 'to stuif' , and meat,

forceps, n., a pair of pincers used in surgery. —
L., 'pair of tongs, pincers', contracted fr.

"formi-caps, fr. formus, 'hot', and capere, 'to

catch, seize, take, hold'. See warm and captive

and cp. forfex. For the change of Latin a (in

capere) to e (in for-ceps) see accent and cp.

words there referred to.

forcible,adj.— OF., fr./orcc.See force, 'strength',

and -ible.

Derivative : forcibl-y, adv.

forcipate, adj., resembling a forceps. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ate fr. \^. forceps, gen. forcipis,

'a pair of tongs'. See forceps,

forcipated, adj., forcipate. — Formed fr. prec.

word with suff. -ed.

Forcipulata, n. pi., an order of starfishes (/c/i-

thyol.) — ModL., lit. 'resembling a small for-

ceps'. See next word.

forcipulate, adj., resembling a small forceps. —
ModL. forcipuldtus, fr. forcipulus, dimin. of
L. forceps, gen. forcipis. See forceps and cp.

prec. word.

ford, n. — ME., fr. OE. ford, rel. to OS. ford,
OFris. forda, OHG. furt, MHG. vurt, G. Furt,

'ford', and cogn. with L. partus, 'harbor' (orig.

'entrance, passage'), OW., Co. rit, W. rhyd,
'ford' (cp. the Gallo-L. place name Augusto-
ritum, lit. 'Ford of Augustus), and to OE. faran,
'to go'. See fare, 'to prosper', and cp. fiord,

firtli, frith. Cp. also port, 'harbor'.

Derivatives: /ori/, tr. v., ford-ing, n.

fordo, tr. v., to undo {archaic). — ME. fordon,
fr. OE. fordon, fr. for- and don, 'to do'. See do, v.

fore, adv. — ME. fore, fr. OE. fore, 'before (prep,

and" adv.), for, on account of, rel. to OS.,
OHG. /ora, OFris. fara, fore, 'before' (adv. and
prep.), MLG., MHG. vore, vor, G. \or (prep,

and adv.), 'before', Goth, faiira, 'before' (adv.

and prep.), ON. fyrr, 'before' (adv.), fyrir, 'be-

fore' (prep.), and cogn. with OL purd, 'before,

formerly', /jur#, 'in front, before', Avestic/ia^a,

paro, 'before', para, 'beyond', pra-, 'before, for-

ward, forth', Hitt. para-, 'on, forth', Gk. Kapoi;,

'before', Trapdi, 'from beside, against, beyond',
TTEpt, 'around, about, toward', Trpo, 'before',

L. pro, 'before, for, on behalf of, instead of,
prae, 'before', per, 'through', OSlav. prefixes

pro-, par-, 'through, for', Lith. pra, OPruss.
pro, pra, 'through, for', OSlav. pra-dedu, 'great-

grandfather', pra\>u, 'right', Olr. ar, air, 'be-

fore', Jr. pref. pro-, OBret. prefixes ro-, ru-,

MBret., Bret. pref. ra-, W. pref. ry-, Gallo-L.
place name Armorica, which stands for Are-
mor-ica and lit. means 'before the sea'. All these

words derive from I.-E. *per-, *pi--. See for,

for-, para-, per, peri-, pre-, preter-, ist and 2nd
pro-, and cp. far, fare, 'to prosper', fim, first,

ford, former, forth, further. Cp. also arpent, ex-

perience, experiment, expert, firman, paradise,

pardao, parallel, Perean, peregrine, peril, per-

oneal, pilgrim, poligar, pore, 'opening', porrect,

port, 'harbor', port, 'gate', port, 'to carry', post,

stake', Prajapati, Prakrit, prakriti, Pralaya,

pram, 'a kind of boat', prana, priest, primary,

prime, prior, proceres, procerity, prodigal, prone,

prose, proso-, protero-, proto-, province, prow,
'fore part of a ship', prowess, Purana, and the

second element in reciprocal.

Derivatives
:
/ore, adj. and n.

fore, interj. (golf). — Short for before.

fore-, prefix meaning 'before' (in place, rank or
time). — ME., fr. OE. See fore, adv.

forebear, forbear, n., ancestor. — Formed fr.

fore, be and agential suff. -er.

forecastle, n., the forward part of the upper deck
(naut.) — Formed fr. fore- and castle.

foreclose, tr. v., to exclude. — ME. forclosen, fr.

OF. forclos, pp. offorclore, 'to exclude', fr. OF.
fors (F. hors), 'outside', and OF. (= F.) clore,

'to close'. The first element derives fr. L. foris,

'outside'; see door and cp. foreign and words
there referred to. For the second element see

close, adj.

forefront, n. — A hybrid coined fr. fore, adj., a

611

Teutonic word (see fore, adv.), and front, a

word of Latin origin.

foreground, n. — Formed fr. fore- and ground;

first used by the English poet John Dryden

(1631-1700). Cp. Du. voorgrond.

forehead, n. — ME. forheved, fr. OE. forheafod.

See fore- and head.

foreign, adj. ^ ME. foreine, fr. OF. (= F.)/o-

rain, fr. Late L. fordnus, 'residing outside', fr. L.

fords, 'outside'. See door and cp. foreclose, forest,

forfeit, forisfamiliate, forjudge. Cp. also dehors,

hors de combat, hors d'oeuvre. The spelling of

the word foreign was influenced by an erroneous

association with reign.

Derivatives: foreign-er, n., foreign-ism, n.,

foreign-ly, adv., foreign-ness, n.

forel, forrel, n., a kind of parchment used for

book covers. — ME. forel, fr. OF. forrel (F.

fourreau), 'sheath', dimin. of OF. fuerre (F.

feurre), 'fodder, straw'. See forage, n.

foremost, adj. — OE. formest, frymest, a super-

lative oi forma, 'first', which stands for for-ma

and itself is a superl. of fore; see fore, adv. OE.

forma is rel. to OE. fram, 'forward; from', ON.

framr, 'excellent', OS. formo, ON. frum- (in

compounds), Goth, fruma, 'first', OS., OHG.
fruma, 'advantage, profit', MHG. vrum, 'zea-

lous, able', G.fromm, 'pious, devout', and cogn.

with Gk. irpAixoG, 'foremost man', L. primus,

Lith. pirmas, 'first'. For the etymology of the

double superl. suff. appearing in OE. formest

see after-most. The change of e (in OE. formest)

to o (in E. foremost) is due to an erroneous as-

sociation with most. Cp. -most and words there

referred to. Cp. also first, former, frame, from,

frow, furnish. Cp. also prandial, prime, prow,

'the bow of a ship'.

forensic, adj., pertaining to the law courts. —
L. forensis, 'pertaining to the forum, pertaining

to public speaking', fr. forum, 'public place'.

See forum.

Derivative : forensic-al-ly, adv.

foreordain, tr. v. — A hybrid coined fr. fore, adv.,

and ordain, a word of Latin origin.

Derivative: foreordain-ment , n.

foreordinate, tr. v. — See prec. word and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative: /o/eorJ(na/-w/i, n.

foresee, tr. v. — ME. forseen, foreseen, fr. OE.

foreseon, fr. fore- and seen, 'to see'. See see.

Derivatives: foresee-ing, adj., foresee-ing-ly,

adv., forse-er, n.

foreship,n., the front part of a ship (obsol.)— ME.
foreship, fr. OE. forscip. See fore, adv. and ship.

foresight, n.— ME. foresihl. Cp. G. Vorsicht and

see fore, adv., and sight.

Derivative: foresight-ed, ad).

forest, n. — ME., fr. OF. forest (F. foret), fr.

ML. forestis (silva), 'the outside (unfenced)

wood', a term occurring in the Capitularies of

Charlemagne and denoting the royal forest.

The term orig. meant 'the forest depending on

the king's court of justice'. ML. forestis derives

fr. L. forum, 'public place', used in its ML. sense

'court of justice'. G. Forst and It. foresta are

French loan words. See forum and cp. afforest,

deforest, disafforest, disforest.

Derivatives: forest, tr. v., forest-age, n., forest-

al, adj., forest-ation, n.

forestall, tr. v. — ME. forstallen, fr. OE. fore-

steall, 'a waylaying, ambush, assault', lit. 'a

standing before another', fr. fore- and OE.

steall, 'the act of standing'. See stall.

Derivatives,: forestall, n., forestall-er, n.

forester, n. — ME., fr. OF. forestier, fr. forest.

See forest and agential suff. -er.

forestry, n. — OF., fr. forestier, 'forester'. See

prec. word and -y (representing F. -ie).

foreword, n. — Loan translation of G. Vorwort.

See fore, adv., and word.

forfeit, n., that which is forfeited; hence a fine,

a penalty. — ME. forfet, 'crime', fr. OF. forfait,

'crime, crime punishable by fine, fine', prop,

pp. of forfaire, 'to transgress', fr. ML. foris-

facere, lit. 'to act outside (scil. outside the law)',

fr. L. foris, 'outside'. See foreclose and fact.

forfeit, adj., lost, given up, as a forfeit. — OF.

forfait, pp. of forfaire. See forfeit, n.

forfeit, tr. v., to lose the right to. — ME. forfeten,

'to transgress' fr. forfet. See forfeit, n.

forfeiter, n. — ME. forfetour, fr. ML. forlsfactor,

'one who acts outside (the law)', fr. forisfactus,

pp. of forisfacere. See forfeit, n., and agential

suff. -er.

forfeiture, n., the act of or forfeiting. —ME. for-

feture. See forfeit and -ure.

forfend, tr. v., to ward off {archaic). — ME. for-

fenden, 'to protect, prohibit', a hybrid coined

fr. for- and fend (fr. L. defendere, 'to ward off').

forfex, n., a pair of scissors. — L., 'a pair of scis-

sors; claw (of a crab)', a var. offorceps, 'a pair

of tongs, pincers'. The ace. forcipem gave,

through metathesis, the form forpicem and this

latter was assimilated intoforficem, whence arose

(through back formation) the nom. forfex. See

Brandis, De aspiratione Latina, Diss. Bonn

1881, pp.32 ff.

forficate, adj., shaped like scissors {zool.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -ate fr. forfex, gen. for-

ficis. See prec. word.

forgave, past tense of forgive. — OE. forgeaf, fr.

forgiefan. See forgive.

forge, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) forge, fr. L.

fabrica, 'workshop of an artisan, building,

fabric'. See fabric.

forge, tr. and intr. v. — ME. forgen, fr. OF. forgier

(F. forger), fr. L. fabricdri, 'to frame, construct,

build', fr. fabrica. See forge, n., and cp. fabricate.

Derivatives: /or^e-ai/e, adj., /or.?-er, n., forg-

ery, n.

forge, tr. and intr. v., to haul (a ship) slowly. —
Of uncertain origin.

forget, tr. and intr. v. — ME. forgeten, forgiten,

fr. OE. forgietan, forgitan, rel. to OS. fargetan.
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OFris. ur-ieta, Du. vergeten, OHG. firge^^an,

MHG. vergessen, G. vergessen, 'to forget'. See

for- and get.

Derivatives: /or^e/'/u/, ndj., forget-ful-ly, adv.,

forget-ful-ness, n., forgett-er, n., forgett-ing-ly,

adv.

forget-me-not, n. — Loan translation of OF. ne

m'oubliez mie (F. ne rn'oubliez pas). Cp. Du.
vergeet-mij-nietje, G. Vergifimeinnicht, Swed.

forgdtmigej, Hungarian nefelejcs, Czech and
Slovak nezabudka, 'forget-me-not', which are

also direct or indirect loan translations of the

French.

forgettable, adj. — Formed fr. foi^et with suff.

-able; first used by Carlyle. Cp. adaptable, af-

fordable, dislikeable.

forgive, tr. and intr. v. — ME. forgeven, forgiven,

fr. OE. forgiefan, forgifan, rel. to Du. vergeven,

G. vergeben. See for- and give.

Derivatives : yb/-^i"v-a6/e, adj., forgiveness (q.v.),

forgiv-ing, adj., forgiv-ing-ly, adv., forgiv-ing-

ness, n.

forgiveness, n. — ME. forgivenesse, fr. OE. for-

gifenness,forgifeness, h.forgifen, pp. oiforgiefan,

'to forgive'. See prec. word and -ness.

forgo, tr. v., to give up. — ME. forgon, fr. OE.
forgdn, 'to go over, pass over, forgo, neglect'.

See far- and go.

forgot, past tense of forget.

forgotten, pp. of forget.

forisfamiliate, v., to emancipate (a son) by giving

him his share of the estate (law). — ML. forls-

familidtus, pp. offorisfamilidre, fr. L. foris, 'out-

side', and familia, 'family'. See door, family and
verbal sufF. -ate and cp. foreign and words there

referred to.

Hsrivative : forisfamiliat-ion, n.

forjudge, tr. v., to expel or dispossess by a judg-

ment. — ME. forjugen, fr. OF. forjugier, for-

juger, which is compounded of OF. fors, 'out-

side' (fr. L. foris), and jugier, juger, 'to judge'.

See forum and judge, v.

Derivatives: /or/W^(e)-me«^ n., forjudg-er, n.

fork, n. — ME.forke, fr. OE.forca, which, to-

gether with OH.forkr, derives fr. L. furca (either

directly or through the medium of O^^V.forque,

the equivalent of OV.furche, F.fourche), 'fork'.

The etymology of L. furca is uncertain. Cp.
bifurcate, bifurcation, carfax, fourcb^, four-

chette, furca, furcate, furcula, trifurcate.

Derivatives: fork, v., fork-ed, adj., fork-ed-ly,

nAy.,fork-ed-ness, n.,fork-y, adj., fork-i-ness, n.

forlorn, adj., i) quite lost; abandoned; 2) wretch-

ed. — ME. forloren, fr. OE. forloren, pp. of OE.
forleosan, 'to lose', which is rel. to OS. farliosan,

OFris. urliasa, MDu. verliesen, Du. verliezen,

OHG. virliosan, MHG. verliesen, G. verlieren,

Goth, fraliusan, 'to lose'. See for- and lose and
cp. lorn and next word.

Derivatives: /orforn-/)', adv., forlorn-ness, n.

forlorn hope, i) a group of soldiers selected for

a very dangerous mission; hence 2) a desperate

enterprise. — Lit. 'a lost troop', fr. Du. verloren

hoop. See forlorn and heap, n.

form, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) forme, fr. L.

forma, 'form, shape, figure, outline, plan, pat-

tern', prob. borrowed fr. Gk. [Jiopcpv], 'form,

shape' (through the medium of the Etruscans).

The intermediate form was prob. *morma. For
the dissimilation ofm-m intof-m cp. Gk. jj,tip(ji,7)$,

'ant', with L. formica, 'ant', and Gk. (lopfifi,

'bugbear, hob, goblin', with L. formido, 'dread,

terror'. The connection of L. forma with /ewe,
'to beat, cut', suggested by Fick and others is

justly rejected by Hofmann in Walde-Hofmann,
LEW., I, p. 530. See morpho- and cp. formal,

formula and conform, deforpi, inform, v., in-

form, adj., perform, reform, transform, uniform.

Derivatives: formless, adj., formless-ly, adv.,

formless-ness, n.

form, tr. and intr. v. — ME. formen, fr. OF. four-

mer (F. former), fr. L. formare, 'to form, shape',

fr. forma. See form, n.

form-, combining form meaning 'formic' (chem.)

— Shortened fr. formic.

-form, suif. meaning 'having the form of as in

cordiform, dentiform; synonymous with -mor-

phous. — F. -forme, fr. L. -formis, fr. forma,

'form, shape'. See form, n.

formal, adj. — L. formdUs, 'of a form, of a set

form, formal', fr. forma, 'form, shape'. See

form, n., and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: formal-ism, n., formal-ist, n., for-

mal-ist-ic, adj., formal-ize, tr. and intr. v., for-

mal-iz-ation, n., formal-iz-er, n., formality (q.v.),

formal-ly, adv., formal-ness, n.

formaldehyde, n., a colorless compound used as

a deodorant (chem.) — Compounded of form-

and aldehyde.

formalin, n., an aqueous solution offormaldehyde

(chem.) — Formed from the abbreviation of

formaldehyde and chem. suif. -in.

formality, n. — F. formalite, fr. L. formdlis. See

formal and -ity.

formant, n., any of the elements determining the

quality of a vowel (phonetics). — F., pres. part.

of former, 'to form'. See form, v., and -ant.

format, n., shape and size of a book. — P., fr.

It. formato, 'form, figure', fr. L. formdtus,

'formed', pp. of formare. See form, v.

formation, n. — F., fr. L. formdtionem, ace. of

formatio, 'a forming, shaping', fr. formdtus pp.

of formare. See form, v., and -ation.

Derivative : ybr/narion-fl/, adj.

formative, adj. — F. formatif (ftm. formative), fr.

L. formdtus, pp. offormare. See form, v. , and -ive.

Derivatives: formative, n., formative-ly, adv.,

formative-ness, n.

former, n., one who forms. — Formed fr. form,

v., with agential suff. -er.

former, adj., preceding in time, previous. — ME.
formere, comparative, back formation fr. for-

mest. See foremost.

Derivative: former-ly, adv.
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formic, adj., 1) of, or pertaining to, ants; 2) per-

taining to, or designating, a colorless acid,

HCO2H (chem.) — Contraction of *formic-ic,

fr. L. formica, 'ant', dissimilated fr. *mor-mica,

fr. orig. *vormica; cogn. with OI. vamrt- (fem.)

vamrdh (masc), 'ant', valmt-kah ,'anthill',

Avestic maoiri-. Arm. mrjiun, Gk. [Aiipfxi]?,

OSlav. mraviji (for *morvl), Olr. moirb (for

*morvl), W. myrion, ON. ttumrr, 'ant'. See pis-

mire and cp. myrmeco- and the second element

in chloroform. For the contraction of *formic-ic

into formic see haplology.

Formica, n., the genus of ants (entomol.) — L.;

see prec. word.

Derivatives
:
/or/njca/'y (q.y.), formic-ate, intr.v.,

formic-ate, adj., formication (q.v.), formic-ative,

adj., Formicidae (q.v.)

formicary, n., an ant's nest. — Mh. formicdrium,

fr. L. formica, 'ant'. See formic and subst. suff.

-ary.

Derivative: formicari-an, adj., pertaining to

ants' nests.

formication, n., a morbid sensation resembling

that caused by ants creeping over the skin (med.)

— L. formicdtio, gen. -dnis, 'an irritation of the

. skin resembling the crawling of ants', fr. for-

micdt-(um), pp. stem offormicdre, 'to craw Hike

ants', fr. formica, 'ant'. See formic and -ation.

Formicidae, n. pi., the family of ants (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L. formica,

'ant'. See formic.

formicide, n., substance used for killing ants. —
Contraction of *formici-cide, fr. L. formica,

'ant', and -cida, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See

formic and -cide, 'killer'. For the contraction of

*formici-cide into formicide see haplology.

formidable, adj., causing fear. — F., fr. L.

formiddbilis, 'causing fear, terrible', fr. formi-

ddre, 'to fear, dread', fr. formido, 'terror', which

is prob. cogn. with Gk. [jLop(jtco, 'bugbear, hob-

goblin'. Cp. mormo. For the dissimilation of

m-m to f-m see form, n.

Derivatives: formidabil-ity, n., formidable-ness,

n., formidabl-y, adv.

formula, n. — L., 'a small form, formula', dimin.

of forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

formular, adj., i) formal ; 2) formulary.— Formed
fr. L. formula (see prec. word) with suff. -ar.

Derivatives: formular-ize, tr. v., to formulate,

formulariz-ation, n.

formulary, adj., pertaining to formulas. — See

formula and adj. suff. -ary.

formulary, n., a collection of formulas. — F. for-

mulaire, fr. formule, fr. L. formula. See formula.

formulate, tr . v.— See formula and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: formulat-ion, n.

formulism, n., excessive reliance on formulas. —
Formed fr. formula with suff. -ism; first used by
Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881).

formuUst, n., a believer in formulas. — Formed
fr. formula with suff. -isL

Detivative: formulist-ic, adj.

formulize, tr. v., to formulate. — Formed fr. for-

mula with suff. -ize.

Derivative : formuliz-ation, n.

formyl, n., the radical of formic acid. — Coined
fr. combining form form- and suff. -yl.

Fornax, n., the goddess of ovens in Roman my-
thology. — L., personification offorndx, 'oven'.

See furnace.

foment, prep., opposite to (provincial). —
Formed fr. fore, adv., and anent.

fornicate, intr. v., to commit fornication. — ML.
fornicdtus, pp. of fornicdri, 'to commit whore-

dom', fr. fornix, gen. fornicis, 'arch, vault;

brothel', which derives fr. fornus, 'oven', later

used in the general sense of 'vault, arch'; see

furnace and cp. fornix. Brothels were called

fomices, i.e. 'arches', because prostitutes used

to gather 'under the arches' of certain buildings

of ancient Rome.
fornicate, adj., arched; having arched appen-

dages (bot.) — L. fornicdtus, 'arched, vaulted',

fr. fornix, gen. fornicis. See prec. word.

Derivative: /bf/Hca/-erf, adj.

fornication, n., sexual intercourse by an unmar-
ried person. — OF., fr. Late L. fornicdtidnem,

ace. offornicdtid, fr. fornicdtus, pp. offornicdri.

See fornicate and -ion.

fornicator, n., a person who fornicates. — ME.
fornicatour, fr. Late L. fornicdtor, fr. fornicdtus,

pp. of fornicdri. See fornicate and agential

suff. -or.

fornicatress, n. — See fornicator and -ess.

fornix, n., an arch or vault; specif., the vault of

the cranium (anat.) — L., 'arch, vault'. See

fornicate, adj. and v.

forrel, n. — See forel.

forsake, tr. v. — ME. forsaken, 'to forsake', fr.

OE. forsacan, 'to oppose, refuse', fr. for- and

OE. sacan, 'to contend, dispute', fr. sacu, 'dis-

pute, quarrel'. See sake.

forsaken, pp. of forsake. — OE. forsacen, pp. of

forsacan. See forsake.

Derivatives : ybrjcAren-fy, ad\., forsaken-ness, n.

forsook, past tense of forsake. — OE. forsoc,

past tense of forsacan. See forsake.

forsooth, adv. — ME. for soth, fr. OE. forsdd,

'for a truth'. See for and sooth.

forspent, adj., exhausted. — Pp. of obsol. for-

spend, fr. ME. forspenden, fr. OE. forspendan,

'to squander'. See for- and spend.

forswear, tr. and intr. v. — ME. forswerien, fr.

OE. forswerian, 'to renounce, forswear; to

swear falsely', rel. to G. verschworen, 'to for-

swear, abjure', sich verschworen. 'to conspire'.

See for- and swear.

forsworn, pp. of forswear. — OE. forsworen, pp.

offorswerian. See prec. word.

Derivative: forsworn-ness, n.

Forsytliia, n., a genus of shrubs of the olive

family (bol.) — ModL., named after WiUiam
Forsyth (1737-1804), who brought the shrub
from China. For the ending see suff. -ia.



fort 6U

fort, n. — F.fort, 'stronghold, fort', from the ad-

jective/or/, 'strong', fr. h.fortis, 'strong', which

is rel. to OL. forctus, dial, horctus, horctis,

'good' ; prob. fr. I.-E. base *bhergh-, 'high, to

raise'. See borough and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also force, 'strength', fortalice, forte,

fortress, comfort, counterfort, sforzando.

fortalice, n., a small fort. — Orig. 'a fortress', fr.

OF. fortelece, corruption of forteresse. See

fortress.

forte, n., a strong point. — F. fort, 'strong'. See

fort. For the addition of the e at the end cp.

locale, morale.

forte, adj., loud; adv., loudly (mus.) — It., lit.

'strong', fr. L. fortis. See fort.

Derivative : forte, a loud passage.

forte-piano, loud and then soft '(mus.) — See

prec. word and piano, adj.

fortepiano, orig. name of the pianoforte.

forth, adv. and prep. — ME., fr. OE. ford, rel. to

OS. ford, Du. voort, MHG. vort, G. fort, and
to E. fore, adv. Cp. afford, further.

forthwith, adv. — ME. forth with, fr. OE. ford

mid. See forth and with.

fortieth, adj. and n. — Formed fr. forty with

numeral suff. -th on the analogy of tenth. Cp.

OE. feowertigoda, 'fortieth', fr. feowertig, 'for-

ty'. Cp. also ON. fertugonde, fertugande, Swed.

fyrationde, fyrtionde, Dan. fyrretyvende, 'for-

tieth'.

fortification, n. — F., fr. Late L. fortificdtionem,

'a strengthening, fortifying', fr. fortificdtus, pp.

of foriificdre. See fortify and -ion.

fortify, tr. v. — F. fortifier, fr. Late L. fortificdre,

'to strengthen', lit. 'to make strong', formed fr.

L. fortis, 'strong', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to

make, do'. See fort and -fy.

Derivatives : ybrr/^-er, n., fortify-ing, adj., forti-

fy-ing-ly, adv.

fortissimo, adj. and adv., very loud {mus.) —
It., suf)erl. of forte, 'loud', lit. 'strong'. See

forte, adj.

Derivative: fortissimo, n., a very loud passage.

fortitude, n., courage in endurance. — F., fr. L.

fortitfidinem, ace. of fortitt'idd, 'strength, cour-

age', fr. fortis, 'strong'. See fort and -tude.

fortnight, n. — Shortened fr. fourteen nights. Cp.

sennight, which is contracted fr. seven nights.

Derivative : fortnight-ly, adv.

fortress, n. — ME. fortresse, fr. OF. (= F.)

forteresse, 'strong place, stronghold', fr. VL.
"fortaricia, fr. L. fortis, 'strong'. See fort and

cp. fortalice.

Derivative: /or/re55, tr. v.

fortuitism, n., the doctrine that natural pheno-

mena are the result of chance. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. fortuitus (see fortuitous) and -ism,

a suff. of Greek origin.

fortuitist, n., an adherent of fortuitism. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. fortuitus (see next word)
and -ist, a sufT. of Greek origin.

fortuitous, adj., happening by chance; accidental.

— \.. fortuitus, 'casual, accidental', prob. a blend

of *fortiitus and *fortitus, fr. *fortU = forte, 'by

chance', prop. abl. of fors, 'chance', which is

rel. to fortdna, 'chance, fate'. See fortune. For
E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous. The
word fortuitous was introduced into English by
Henry More (1614-1687), philosopher of the

English Platonist school.

Derivatives : fortuitous-ly adv.,fortuitous-ness, n.

fortuity, n., chance. — Contraction of *fortuit-

ity; formed with suff. -ity fr. L. fortuitus. See

fortuitous. For the contraction of *fortuit-ity in-

to fortuity see haplology.

fortunate, adj. — L. fortundtus, pp. of fortdndre,
'to make prosperous', fr. fortuna. See next word
and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: fortunate, n., fortunate-ly, adv.,

fortunate-ness, n.

fortune, n. — ME., fr. F. fortune, fr. L. fortuna,

'chance, fate, good luck', fr. fors, gen. fortis,

'chance', which stands in gradational relation-

ship to ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to carry'

and cp. fortuitous.

Derivative : /br/wne-/ej.5, adj.

fortune, tr. v. — ME. fortunen, fr. OF. fortuner,

fr. L. fortdndre, 'to make fortunate', fr. fortdna.

See fortune, n.

forty, adj. and n. — ME. fourti, fr. OE. feowertig,

which is formed fr. OE. feower, 'four', with -tig,

'-ty' (see four and -ty, suff. denoting multiples

of ten); rel. to OS. fiwartig, fiartig, OFris. fiu-

wertich, fiortig, Du. veertig, OHG. fiorzug,

MHG. vierzic, G. vierzig, ON. fjorir tigir,

Swed. fyratio, fyrtio, Norw. fyrti, Dan. fyrre-

tyve, Goth, fidwor tigjus, 'forty'.

forum, n., i) a market place, esp. the market
place in Rome; 2) a law court; 3) an assembly

for public discussion.— L., 'public place, market

place, market', prob. meaning lit. 'a place

fenced by planks', and rel. to forus, 'plank,

board' (fr. I.-E. *bhoros, 'something cut, sec-

tion'), and to VL. *barra, 'beam, rafter', a word
of Gaulish origin. See bar, 'rod', and cp.

forensic, affeer, flars, triforium.

forward, adv. — ME. foreword, forward, fr. OE.
foreweard, forweard, formed fr. fore, for, 'be-

fore', and -weard, '-ward'. See fore, adv. and
-ward.

Derivatives :/orn'ar(/, adj., n. and tr. v., forward-

er, n., forward-ing, n., forward-ness, n.

forwards, adv. — ME. forewardes. See prec.

word. For suff. -es in ME. foreward-es, see adv.

suff. -s.

forwearied, adj., tired out, exhausted (obsol. or

archaic). — ME. forweried, pp. offorwerien, 'to

weary out', fr. for- and weri, 'weary'. See weary

and -ed, pp. suff.

forwhy, adv., why; conj., because (archaic). —
ME. forwhi, fr. OE. for hwy, 'because', fr. for,

'for', and hwy, instrumental of hwset, 'what'. See

for and what.

forworn, adj., worn out (archaic). — Formed fr.
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for- and worn, pp. of wear, 'to carry on the

body; to last'.

fossa, n., pit, cavity (anat.) — L., 'ditch'. See

next word.

fosse, n., ditch, moat. — F., fr. L. fossa, 'ditch',

prop, short fox fossa terra, 'earth dug', fr. fossa,

'dug', fem. pp. of fodere, 'to dig', fr. I.-E. base

*bhedh-, *bhod-, 'to dig, pierce'. See bed and

cp. fossette, fossil and the second element in

calaboose,

fossette, n., a dimple..— F., dimin. of fosse. See

prec. word and -ette.

fossick, intr. v., to search for gold in old work-

ings; tr. v., to dig out. — Prob. fr. dial. E. fus-

sock, fossick, 'to bustle about', fossick, 'a

troublesome person'.

Derivative : fossick-er, n.

fossil, n., petrified remains of an animal or plant

dug out of the earth; adj., pertaining to, or of

the nature of, a fossil.— F. fossile, fr. L. fossilis,

'dug out, dug up', fr. fossus, pp. of fodere. See

fosse and -ile.

fossiliferous, adj., containing fossils. — See prec.

word and -ferous.

fossilize, tr. v., to change into a fossil; intr. v.,

to become fossilized. — See fossil and -ize.

Derivative: fossiliz-ation, n.

fossilology, n., former name of paleontology. —
A hybrid coined fr. L. fossilis, 'dug out, dug up',

and Gk. -XoyiS, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See fossil and -logy,

fossorial, adj., digging. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. fossdrius, 'fit for digging', fr. fossus,

pp. of fodere. See fosse,

foster, n., food, nourishment (obsol.) — ME., fr.

OE. fdstor, foster, 'feeding; food', rel. to ON.

fdstr, 'the bringing up (of a child)', and to OE.

fdda, 'food'. See food,

foster, tr. v., to nourish. — ME. fostren, fr. OE.

fdstrian, 'to nourish', fr. fdstor, foster, 'feeding;

food'. See foster, n.

Derivatives: foster-age, n., foster-er, n., foster-

ling (q.v.)

foster, n., forester. — Contraction of forster,

forester. See forest and agential suff. -er.

foster brother, n. — OE. fostorbrddor. See foster,

'food', and brother.

foster father,— OE. fdstorfxder. See foster, 'food',

and father.

fosterling, n. — OE. fdstorling. See foster, 'food',

and -ling.

foster mother, n. — OE. fdstormddor. See foster,

'food', and mother.

foster sister, n. — OE. fdstorsweostor. See foster,

'food', and sister.

fostress, n. — See foster, 'food', and -ess.

fotber, n., a load, weight. — OE. fddor, 'a cart-

toad', rel. to OS. father, MDu. voeder, Du. voer,

OHG. fuodar, MHG. vuoder, G. Fuder [whence

F. foudre (masc.), 'tun, hogshead'], and ia gra-

dational relationship to OE. fxdm, 'the out-

stretched arms, embrace, bosom, fathom'. See

fathom.

fother, tr. v., to cover (a sail) with oakum, rope

yam, etc. — MDu. voederen (Du. voeren), rel.

to OHG. fdtar,fuotar, 'a cover, coverlet', MHG.
vuoter, 'hning, case, sheath', G. Futter, 'lining',

Goth, fddr, 'sheath of a sword', and cogn. with

01. pdtram, 'receptacle, container', Hitt. paddar,

'basket', fr. I.-E. *pdt-, *pdt-, 'a -?-enlarge-

ment of base *pd-, *pd-, 'to protect'. See food

and cp. fur.

Fothergilla, n., a genus of plants (bat.)— ModL.,

named after the English physician Dr. John

Fothergill (1712-80).

foudroyant, adj., stunning, dazzling. — F., pres.

part, of foudroyer, 'to thunderstrike', fr. foudre

(fem.), 'lightning, thunder, thunderbolt', fr. L.

fulgur. See fulgurant.

fougasse, n., a small mine (mil.) — F., formed,

with change of suffix, fr. fougade, fr. It. fogata,

prop, subst. use of fem. pp. of fogare, 'to put

to flight, chase', fr. foga, 'flight', fr. L. fuga,

of s.m. See fugitive.

fought, past tense and pp. of fight. — ME. fauht,

fr. OE. feaht, 'fought', past tense offeohtan, 'to

fight'. See fight, v.

foughten, old pp. of fight. — ME. foughten, fr.

OE. fohten, pp. offeohtan, 'to fight'. See fight, v.

foujdar, n., an officer; a criminal judge (India). —
Hind, fawjddr, fr. Pers. fawjddr, a hybrid lit.

meaning 'a holder of military force', coined fr.

Arab./a«/, 'band, troop, military force', and the

Pers. suff. -ddr, 'holder, possessor'. See aumildar

and cp. words there referred to.

foujdary, also foujdarry, n., a criminal court. —
Hind, fawjddri, fr. fawjddr. See prec. word.

foul, adj. — ME. foul, fr. OE. ful, rel. to OS.,

OFris., MLG., OHG., MHG. ful, ON. full,

Dan., Swed., Norw. ful, MDu. vuul, Du. vuil,

G. faul, Goth, fats; formed with suff. -la fr.

Teut. base */«- (whence also ON. fuinn, 'foul,

rotten'), corresponding to I.-E. base *pu-,

whence OI. pByati, 'rots, stinks', patih, 'foul,

rotten'. Arm. hu, 'purulent blood', Gk. Ttuo?,

'first milk after the birth', ttjov or ttuov, 'dis-

charge from a sore; matter', mi&ei'v, 'to cause

to rot', L. pus, 'matter', pdtere, 'to stink', puter,

putridus, 'foul, rotten', Lith. pdvid, pdti, 'to rot',

pdliai, 'matter', Mir. othrach, 'dung'. Cp. filth,

defile, 'to pollute', foumart. Cp. also empyema,

purulent, pus, pustule, putanism, putois, Pu-

torius, putrid, pyaemia, pyo-, Pythium, sup-

purate.

Derivatives: foul, adv. and n., foul, v. (q.v.),

foully (q.v.), foulness (q.v.).

foul, intr. and tr. v. ~ OE. fiilian, 'to become

foul, to rot', fr. /«/. See foul, adj.

foulard, n., i) a thin textile of silk; 2) a hand-

kerchief made of this material. — F., prob.

formed, with change of suff., fr. OProven?.

foutat, 'fulled', fr. VL. *fulldre, 'to full'. See full,

'to thicken (cloth)'.
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fouUy, adv. — ME., fr. OE. fulllce, 'in a foul

manner'. See foul, adj., and adv. sufF. -ly.

foulmouthed, adj ., speaking foully or obscenely.—
Formed fr. foul, 'filthy', and pp. of mouth, v.

(see mouth); first used by Shakespeare.

Denvatives: foulmouthed-Iy, adv., foulmouthed-

hess, n.

foulness, n. — ME. foulnesse, fr. OE. fulness, fr.

/«/, 'foul'. See foul, adj., and -ness.

foumart, n., polecat. — ME. fulmart, fulmard.

fr. OE./«/, 'foul', and meard, 'marten'. See foul,

adj., and marten. E. foumart was influenced in

form by F. marte, 'marten'.

found, tr. and intr. v., to establish. — ME. foun-

den, fr. OF. /«nrfer,/omfer(F./omfer),'to found',

fr. L. funddre, 'to found', lit. 'to lay the bottom
of, fr. fundus, 'bottom'. See fund and cp. fond,

'foundation'.

found, tr. v., to cast. — F. fondre, fr. L. fundere,

'to pour, melt', fr. I.-E. base *ghu-d-, 'to pour',

whence also Goth, giutan, OS. giotan, OFris.

giata, OE. geotan, OHG. giosan, MHO. giesen,

G. giefien, ON. gjota, Swed. gjuta, Dan. gyde, 'to

pour'; cp. ingot, and gut. Base *ghu-d-, is a -d-

enlargement of base *ihu-, 'to pour', for the

derivatives of which see chyle. Cp. circumfuse,

confound, confuse, diffuse, effuse, funnel, fusel oil,

fusible, fusion, futile, infundibulum, infuse, in-

fusion, interfuse, profuse, refound, refund, refuse,

ruse, rush, v., transfuse. Cp. also geyser.

found, adj., provided, equipped, with. — Prop,

pp. of find.

foundation, n. — F. fondation, fr. L. funddtionem,

ace. of funddtio, 'a founding', fr. funddtus, pp.
of funddre. See found, 'to establish', and -ation.

Derivatives: foundation-al, adj., foundation-al-

ly, adv., foundation-ary, adj., foundation-er, n.,

foundation-less, adj.

founder, n., one who founds something. — Form-
ed fr. found, 'to establish', with agential suff. -er.

founder, n., one who casts metal or glass. —
Formed fr. found, 'to cast', with agential suff'.

-er. Cp. F. fondeur.

founder, intr. and tr. v., to sink. — OF. fondrer,

'to fall to the bottom', fr. fond, 'bottom', fr. L.

fundus, Cp. F. effondrer, 'to dig deeply', s'ef-

fondrer, 'to break in', fr. OF. fondrer, 'to sink

to the bottom', and see found, 'to establish'.

founder, n., inflammation in the foot of a horse.

— Fr. founder, 'to sink'.

foundling, n. — ME. foundling, fundling, fr. fun-

den, pp. of finden, 'to find'. Cp. Du. vondeling,

G. Findling, and see find and -ling.

foundress, n., a female founder. — Fern, of

founder. For the ending see suff'. -ess.

foundry, n. — F. fonderie, fr. fondre, 'to cast'.

See found, 'to cast', and -ry.

fount, n., fountain. — F. font, fr. L. fontem, ace.

of forts, 'spring, fountain', which is cogn. with
OI. dhdnvati, 'flows, runs', dhdnu-tar-, 'running,

flowing'. Cp. next word and font, 'receptacle for

baptismal water'.

fount, n., the British equivalent of font. — F.

fonte. See font, 'set of type of one size'.

fountain, n. — OF. (= ¥.) fontaine, fr. Late L.

fontdna, prop. fem. of fontdnus, 'pertaining to

a spring', used as a noun, fr. L.fdns, gen.fontis,

'spring'. See font, 'receptacle', and cp. fontanel.

four, adj. and n. — ME. feower, fower, foure,

four, fr. OE. feower, rel. to OS. fiuwar, fiwar,

OFris. fiiiwer,fi6r, Du. vier, OHG. /for, MHG.,
G. vier, ON.fjorir, Dan. fire, Swed. fyra.Norw.
fire, Goth, fidwor, 'four', and cogn. with OI. cat-

vdraft, Avestic ca&wdro, Pers. catvdr, Toch. A
stwar, B stwer. Arm. cork\ Gk. viaaa.psi;, Att.

T^Txapei;, Ion. -reaaepc?, Aeol. Trtoups?, ttsctu-

pei;, L. quattuor, Oscan petora, Umbr. petur-,

OSlav. cetyre, Lith. keturi, Olr. cethir, W. pet-

guar, pedwar, 'four'. (Alb. hater is a loan word
fr. L. quattuor.) All these words derive fr. I.-E.

base *q'^etw5r-, 'four'. Cp. fardel, 'fourth part',

farthing, firkin, forty. Cp. also cadre, cahier,

carfax, carillon, cater, 'four at cards or dice',

charpoy, quadrant, quadrate, quadri-, quadrille,

quadroon, quarantine, quarrel, 'arrow, bolt',

quarry, 'a place for excavating stones', quart,

quatrain, quaternion, quire of paper, squad,

square, tessara-, tetarto-, tetra-, tetrakis-, te-

trarch, trapezium, trocar.

fourchee, fourche, adj., forked, divided {her.) —
P.fourchee, fem. offourche, 'forked', fr. fourche,

'fork'. See fork. Since the adj. mostly refers to

a cross (F. croix, a fem. noun), the fem. form
of the adjective is preferred to the masculine.

fourchette, n., a fork or something resembling a
fork. — F., dimin. of fourche, 'fork'. See fork

and -ette.

fourfold, adj. and adv. — ME. fourfold, fr. OE.
feowerfeald, fr. feower, 'four', and -feald, '-fold'.

See four and -fold.

fourgon, n., a baggage waggon. — F., of un-

certain origin.

Fourierism, n., a system for the reorganization of
society. — Named after the French socialist

Fran9ois-Marie-Charles Fourier (1772-1837).

For the ending see suff'. -ism.

fourteen, adj. and n. — ME. fourtene, fr. OE.
feowertyne, feowertene, which is formed fr.

feower, 'four', with suff. -tyne, -tene, '-teen' (see

four and -teen); rel. to OS. fiertein, O^.fjdrtdn,

Dan. fjorten, Swed. fjorton, OFris. fiuwertine,

Du. veertien, OHG. fiorzehan, MHG. vierzehen,

G. vierzehn, Goth, fidwortaihun, 'fourteen'.

fourteenth, adj. and n. — Formed fr. fourteen

with numeral, sufi". -th on the analogy of tenth. Cp.
ME.faurtethe, fr. OE. feowerteoda, 'fourteenth',

which was formed fr. feowertyne, 'fourteen', on
the analogy of teoda, 'tenth' ; see tithe, n. Cp.
ON. fjortdndi, Dan. fjortende, Swed. fjortonde,

Du. veertiende, G. vierzehnte, 'fourteenth'.

fourth, adj. — ME. fourthe, formed—under the

influence of ME foure, four, 'four'—fr. OE.
feorda, 'fourth', which is rel. to OS. fiortho,

ON.ySorde, Dan., Swed.//6rrfe, Du. vierde, OHG.
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fiordo, MHG., G. \ierte, 'fourth', and cogn. with

01. caturthdh, Toch. A start, Gk. r^TapTo;,

TExpaTO?, L. qudrtus, OSlav. cetvrilH. Olr. ce-

thramad, MW. pedweryd, 'fourth'. See four and

numeral suff. -th and cp. fardel, 'fourth part',

and firkin. Cp. also quart.

Derivatives :
/o«r</i, n., fourth-ly, adv.

fovea, n., a small pit {anat. and bot) — L., rel.

to favissae, 'underground reservoirs'; of un-

certain, possibly Etruscan, origin.

foveola, n., a small fovea. — ModL., dimin. of

L. fovea. See prec. word and -ole.

fowl, n. — ME. foghel, fugel, fowel, foule, fr. OE.

fugol, 'bird', rel. to OS. fugal, ON., Dan. fugl,

Swed. fdgel, OFris. fugel, MDu. voghel, Du.

vogel, OHG. fogal, MHG., G. vogel, Goth.

fugls, 'bird, fowl', prob. fr. Teut. *fug-la-, dis-

similated fr. *flug-la-, and lit. meaning 'flyer',

fr. Teut. base *flug-, 'to fly', corresponding to

I.-E. base *pleuq-, 'to move forward (by swim-

ming, running or flying)'. See fly, v.

fowl, intr. v. — ME. foulen, fr. OE. fuglian, 'to

catch birds', fr. fugol. See fowl, n.

fowler, n. — ME. fugelere, fr. OE. fugelere, fr.

fugol, 'bird'. See fowl, n., and agential suff. -er.

fowlerite n., a variant of rhodonite (mineral.)

— Named after Samuel Fowler (1779-1844) of

New Jersey. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

fowling, n. — ME. foulinge, fr. foulen. See fowl,

v., and -ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

fox, n. — ME., fr. OE. fox, rel. to OS. vohs,

MLG., MDu., Du. vos, OHG., MHG. fuhs,

G. Fuchs, 'fox', ON./oa, MLG. vohe, vo, OHG.
foha, MHG. vohe, G. Fohe, Goth, fauho,

'vixen'; prob. fr. I.-E. base *puq-, *peuq-,

'bushy, shaggy', whence also OI. pucchah, 'tail',

Russ. and "PoX. puch, 'woolly hair'. Accordingly

fox prob. means lit. 'the bushy-tailed animal'.

For sense development cp. Lith. uodegis, 'fox',

lit. 'tailed', fr. uodega, 'tail'. Cp. vixen. Cp. also

the first element in Bovista.

Derivatives: fox, v., fox-y, adj., fox-i-ly, adv.,

fox-i-ness, n.

foxglove, n, — ME. foxes glove, fr. OE. foxes

gldfa. See fox and glove.

foyer, n., lobby in a theater. — F., orig. 'fire-

place', fr. L. focdrium, 'fireplace', prop. neut.

of the adj. focdrius, 'pertaining to a fireplace',

used as a noun, fr. focus, 'hearth, fireplace'. See

focus and subst. suff'. -ary.

fra, n., title of a friar.— It., abbreviation offrate,

'brother'. See frate.

fracas, n., noisy dispute; brawl. — F., fr. It.

fracasso, 'a crash', back formation fr. fracas-

sare, 'to break in pieces', fr. fra-, 'among', which

is aphetic for L. infra, 'below', and It. cassare,

'to break', fr. L. quassdre, 'to shake'. See infiit

and quash, 'to make void'.

fiacted, adj., having a part displaced as if broken

(fer.) — Formed with suff. -ed fr. L. fractus,

'broken', pp. of frangere. See fraction,

fractile, adj., fragile. — Formed with suff. -ile

fr. L. frdctus, 'broken', pp. offrangere. See next

word and -ile.

fraction, n. — ME., fr. OF. fraccion, fraction (F.

fraction), fr. L. frdctionem, ace. of frdctio, 'a

breaking', fr. L. frdctus, pp. of frangere, 'to

break', fr. I.-E. base *bhreg-, 'to break', whence

also Goth, brikan, OE. brecan, 'to break'. See

break and -ion and cp. fractile, fractious, frac-

ture, fragile, fragment, frail, frangible, diffract,

fritter, 'a fragment', infract, infringe, irrefra-

gable, refract, refractory, refrain, n., suffrage,

and the second element in chamfer, naufragous,

ossifrage, osprey, septifragal.

Derivatives :/racr/o«-a/, adj., fractional-ly, adv.,

fraction-ary, adj., fractionate (q.v.), fractionize

(q.v.)

fractionate, tr. v., to separate into fractions

(chem.) — See fraction and verbal suff. -ate.

fractionize, tr. v., to separate into fractions. —
See fraction and -ize.

Derivative : /rac/(Ow/r-arw«, n.

fractious, adj., peevish, irritable. — A blend of

fraction (in the now obsolete sense 'dissension')

and factious.

E>srivatv/es: fractious-ly, ad\. ,
fractious-ness, n.

fracture, n. — F., fr. L. frdctura, 'a breach,

fracture', fr. frdctus, pp. of frangere, 'to break'.

See fraction and -ure.

Derivative : fracture, tr. and intr. v.

fraenum, n. — See frenum.

Fragaria, n., a genus of plants of the rose family

{bot.) — ModL., fr. L. frdgum, 'strawberry',

which is of uncertain origin.

fragile, adj. — F., fr. L. fragilis, 'easily broken,

brittle', fr. frangere, 'to break'. See fraction and

-ile and cp. frail, adj., which is a doublet of

fragile.

Derivatives: fragile-ly, adv., fragile-ness, n.

fragility, n.— ME. /ra^jtoe.fr. MF. (= F.)fragili-

te, fr. L.fragilitdtem, ace. of/ra^//ifa.s,'brittleness,

fragility', fr. fragilis. See prec. word and -ity and

cp. frailty, which is a doublet of fragility.

fragment, n. — F., fr. L. fragmentum, from the

stem of frangere, 'to break'. See fraction and

-ment.

Derivatives: fragment-al, adj., fragment-al-ly,

adv., fragment-ary, adj., fragment-ari-ly, adv.,

fragment-ari-ness, n.

fragrance, n., sweetness of smell. — OF., fr. L.

fragrantia, fr. fragrdns, gen. -antis. See next

word and -ce.

fitigrant, adj., sweet-smelling. — L. fragrdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of fragrdre, 'to emit fra-

grance, smell sweetly', which is cogn. with MHG.
brsehen, 'to smell', MDu. bracke, OHG. braccho,

'hound, setter'. Cp. brach. Cp. also flair. For

the ending see sufT. -ant.

Tierivalives: fragrant-ly, ad\. , fragrant-ness, n.

fiwil, n., rush basket for figs, raisins, etc. — ME.
fraiel, fr. OF. fraet, freel, 'rush basket for fruit',

which is of uncertain origin.

frail, adj., fragile. — ME. freile, frele, fr. OF.
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fraile, frele (F. frSle), fr. L. fragilis. See fragile.

frailty, n. — ME. frelete, freilte, fr. OF. frailete,

fr. L. fragilitdtem, ace. of fragilitds. See fra-

gility.

fraise, n., i) a ruff for the neck ; 2) a palisade con-

sisting of pointed stakes (fort.); 3) a tool for

enlarging holes. — F. fraise, fr. fraiser, 'to

ruffle; to enlarge a hole', fr. OF. frese, 'laced,

plaited', fr. Frankish *frisi, 'curling', which is

rel. to OFris. frisle, 'curl'. See frizzle and cp.

frieze, 'to curl'.

fraise, tr. v., to enlarge a hold (in a stone). — F.

fraiser. See fraise, n.

frainl)esia, framljoesia, n., the yaws, a tropical

skin disease. — Medical L., fr. F. framboise,

'raspberry', fr. Frankish *brambasi, which is

rel. to Du. braambezie, 'blackberry'. See

bramble, l>erry and -ia. F. framboise was in-

fluenced in form by F. fraise, 'strawberry'.

frame, tr. and intr. v. — ME. framien, framen,

'to be profitable; to frame', fr. OB. framian, 'to

avail, be profitable', fr. OE. fram, 'vigorous,

bold', orig. 'going forward', fr. fram, 'forward;

from', which is rel. to OE. forma, Goth, fruma,

'first', OE. fremman, 'to further'. See from and

cp. foremost and words there referred to.

Derivatives
:
//"a/we, n., frame-less, nd}., fram-er,

n., fram-ing, n.

franc, n., name of two old French coins, one of

gold and the other of silver; now the monetary

unit of France. — F., from the ML. legend on

the first coin: Francorum rex ('king of the

Franks'). See Frank.

Frances, fern. PN. — Fr. OF. Franceise (F. Fran-

Qoise), fem. of OF. Franceis (F. Fran(ois). See

Francis.

franciiise, n., i) orig., freedom from servitude;

hence 2) a privilege granted; 3) the right to

vote. — ME., fr. OF. franchise, 'freedom', fr.

franc, fem. franche, 'free'. See frank, adj.,

and -ise.

firanchise, tr. v., to enfranchise. — OF. franchiss-,

pres. part, stem of franchir, 'to free', fr. franc,

fem. franche, 'free'. See franciiise, n., and cp.

enfranchise.

Francis, fem. PN. — OF. Franceis (F. Franfois),

fr. Late L. Franciscus, lit. 'Frankish' whence

'French', which is of the same origin as E. frank

(q.v.) Cp. Frances.

Franciscan, adj., pertaining to St. Francis of

Assisi. — See next word.

Franciscan, n., a friar of the Franciscan order. —
Formed with sufT. -an fr. Franciscus, ML. name
of St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226), who estab-

lished this order.

fi^ncium, n., name of a chemical element. —
ModL., coined by the French chemist Mile.

Marguerite Percy (1909- ) on analogy of the

names of many chemical elements ending in

-ium fr. Francia, Latinized name of France, her

native land.

franckeite, n., a complex sulfide {mineral.) —

Named after the German mining engineers Carl

and Ernest Francke. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

Franco-, combining form meaning i) Frankish;

2) French. — Fr. ML. Francus, 'a Frank'. See

Frank.

francolin, n., name of various genera of par-

tridges. — F., fr. It. francolino, which is of un-

certain etymology.

francolite, n., a variety of apatite {mineral.) —
Named after Wheal Franco in Devonshire. For
the ending see combining form -lite.

Francophile, Francophil, n., a friend of France

or the French. — Compounded of Franco- and
Gk. 91X0?, 'friend'. See -phile, -phil.

Francophobe, n., one who fears or hates France

or the French. — Compounded of Franco- and
Gk. -qjopoi;, fr. 96^01;, 'fear'. See -phobe.

Francophobia, n., fear or hatred of France or the

French. — Compounded of Franco- and Gk.

-90^15, 'fear of, fr. 96|3o(;, 'fear'. See -phobia.

franc-tireur, n., a sharpshooter of the irregular

infantry. — F., lit. 'free shooter', fr. franc, 'free',

and tireur, 'shooter', fr. tirer, 'to draw; to

shoot'. See frank, adj., and tire, 'to pull'.

frangible, adj., breakable; fragile. — OF., fr. L.

frangere, 'to break'. See fraction and -ibie.

Derivatives : yro^/6//-/'f>', n., fragible-ness, n.

frangipane, frangipani, n., a kind of pastry cream.

— From the Italian family name Frangipani.

frank, adj. — OF. (= F.) franc, 'free', fr. ML.
Francus, 'Frank', fr. Frankish *Frank, 'a Frank'

(rel. to OHG. Franko, OE. Franca, of s.m.),

whence also F. France, orig. 'the land of the

Franks'. In the territory formerly called Gaul
the Franks were looked upon as the free nation

par excellence (whence the sense development

of F. franc). Cp. franc, franchise. Franco-, Frank,

French. Cp. also frankalmoign, franklin.

Derivatives : /ra«Ar-/y, adv., frank-ness, n.

Frank, n., member of a West Teutonic people. —
OHG. Franko, rel. to OE. Franca. See frank,

adj.

frank, tr. v., to free (whence to frank a letter, lit.

'to exempt a letter from charge'). — Fr. frank,

adj.

frank, n., signature showing that a letter is free

of charge. — Fr. prec. word.

frankalmoign, frankalmoigne, frankalmoin, n.,

perpetual tenure of land by a religious cor-

poration.

—

AF.franke almoigne, lit. 'free alms'.

AF.franke is fem. of frank, which corresponds

to OF. franc. See frank, adj. AF. almoigne cor-

responds to OF. almosne, F. aumone. See alms.

Frankenstein, n. — Name of hero in a novel by

Mary WoUstonecraft Shelley ( 1 8 1 8), who creates

a monster which kills him.

frankincense, n. — OF. franc encens, fr. franc,

'free' (here used in the sense of 'pure'), and

encens, 'incense'. See frank, adj., and incense.

franklandite, n., sodium calcium borate (mineral^

— Named after the English chemist Sir Edward
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Frankland (1825-99). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

franklin, n., a small landowner. — ME. fran-

kelein (cp. ML. franchildnus),foTm&dfr. frank,

'free', and -lein, a suff. of Teut. origin (occurring

also in ME. chamberlein, 'chamberlain'). See

frank, adj., and -ling,

franklinlte, n., a magnetic oxide of iron {mineral.)

Named after Franklin Furnace in New Jer-

sey, where it was discovered. For the ending see

subst. suif. -ite.

frankpledge, n., a system by which the members

of a tithing were made responsible for one an-

other's behavior. — AF. franc plege, lit. 'free

pledge', mistranslation of OE. fridborh, 'peace

pledge', in which the first element was confused

with OE. freo, 'free'. See belfry and pledge,

frantic, adj., i) insane {archaic); 2) frenzied;

furious. — ME. frenetike,franlik, fr. OF. frene-

tique (F. frenetique), fr. L. phreneticus, fr. Gk.

9psvrTix6(;, 'mad, delirious, frantic'. See phre-

netic.

Derivatives : frantic-al-ly, frantic-ly, adv., fran-

tic-ness, n.

frap, tr. v., to bind firmly {naut.) — OF. fraper

(F. frapper), 'to strike; to bind firmly, trap',

prob. of imitative origin. Cp. next word.

frappe, adj., iced, frozen (said of beverages). ~
F., pp. of frapper, 'to strike'. See prec. word.

Frasera, n., a genus of plants of the gentian

family {bot.)— ModL., named after the Scottish

botanist John Fraser, (i 750-1 811).

frass, n., refuse or excrement left by insect lar-

vae. — G. Frass, 'a devouring', in gradational

relationship to G. fressen, 'to devour'. See fret,

'to eat away'.

frate, n., a friar. — It., 'brother', fr. L. frdtrem,

ace. of frdter. See next word.

frater, n., a brother; hence i) a friar (obsoL); 2) a

comrade. — L. frdter, 'brother'. See fraternal

and cp. words there referred to.

frater, also fratery, fratry, n., refectory of a mon-

astery {hist.) — ME. fraitour, fr. OF. freitor,

which is aphetic for refreitor, refraitor, refeitor,

fr. ML. refectdrium, 'refectory'. See refec-

tory,

fraternal, adj., brotherly. — ML. frdterndlis, fr.

L. frdternus, 'brotherly', fr. frdter, 'brother',

which is cogn. with OE. brddor, 'brother'. See

brother and adj. suff. -al and cp. fra, frate,

frater, 'comrade', friar.

Derivatives: fraternal-ism, n., fraternal-ity, n.,

fraternal-ly, adv.

fraternity, n, — ME. fraternite, fr. OF. frater-

nilee, fraternite (F. fraternite), fr. L. frdter-

nitdtem, ace. of frdternitds, 'brotherhood', fr.

frdternus, 'brotherly'. See prec. word and -ity

and cp. confraternity,

fraternize, intr. and tr. v. — F.fraterniser, fr. L.

frdternus, 'brotherly'. See fraternal and -ize.

Derivatives: fraterniz-ation, n., fralerniz-er, n.

Sratery, n. — See filter, 'refectory'.

fratricidal, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

fratricide (in either sense).

fratricide, n., a person who kills his own brother.

— F., fr. L. frdtriclda, 'a brother-slayer', which

is compounded of frdter, gen. frdtris, 'brother',

and -cXda, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See frater-

nal and -cide, 'killer'.

fratricide, n., the act of killing one's own broth-

er. — F., fr. L. frdtricidium, 'the killing of a

brother', which is compounded of frdter, gen.

frdtris, 'brother', and -cidium, 'killing', fr. cae-

dere, 'to kill'. See fraternal and -cide, 'killing'.

fratry, n. — See frater, 'refectory'.

Fran, n., in Germany, a woman; a married

woman. — G, Frau, 'woman, wife', fr. MHG.
vrouwe, 'lady, mistress', fr. OHG. frouwa. See

province and cp. Fraulein, frow.

fraud, n., deceit; trickery. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

fraude, fr. L. fraudem, ace. of fraus, 'deceit,

guile', fr. I.-E. base *dhreu-, *dhru-, 'to deceive',

whence prob. also OI. dhriitih, 'deception',

dhartah, 'cunning, fraudulent, deceptive', dhlir-

vati, dhvdrati, 'injures' (prop, 'injures through

cunning'). Cp. fraudulent, defraud. Cp. also

frustrate,

fraudulence, n. — OF. See next word and -ce.

fraudulent, adj., using fraud; based on fraud. —
ME., fr. OF., fr. L. fraudulentus, 'cheating, de-

ceitful', fr. fraus, gen. fraudis. See fraud.

Derivatives: fraudulent-ly, adv., fraudulent-

ness, n.

fraught, adj., laden; filled.— ME., pp. offrahten,

fr. MDu. vrachten, fr. vracht, 'load, cargo',

fr. OFris., whence also Dan./ra^r, Swed. frakt,

of s.m.; fr. Teut. *fra-aihti, which is com-

pounded of pref. fra- meaning 'for-' (see for-),

and the stem of OE. dgan, Goth, aigan, 'to

possess'. See owe and cp. freight.

Fraulein, n., i ) in Germany, an unmarried woman

;

a title corresponding to E. Miss. — G., fr.

MHG. vrouwelin, dimin. of vrouwe, 'woman'.

See Frau.

Fraunhofer lines, the dark lines in the spectrum

{phys.) — Named after the German physicist

Joseph von Fraunhofer (1787- 1826).

fraxinella, n., a perennial plant, the dittany. —
A ModL. dimin. formed fr. L. fraxinus, 'ash

tree' (see Fraxinus); so called in allusion to the

leaves resembling those of the ash tree.

Fraxinus, n., a genus of plants of the olive family

(Aof.) — L. fraxinus, 'the mountain ash', for

*far{a)g{s)nos, lit. 'the white tree', fr. I.-E. base

*bhereg-, 'to shine, be white'. See birch,

fray, n., tumult, brawl. — ME. frai, aphetic for

affrai. See affray, n. and v.

fray, tr. v., to frighten. — ME.fraien, aphetic for

affraien. See affray, v., and cp. prec. word.

fray, tr. and intr. v., to wear out by rubbing. —
F. frayer, 'to rub against', fr. OF. freiier, fr. L.

fricdre, 'to rub'. See friction.

Derivative: fray-ing, n.

frazil, n., ice crystals at the bottom of a river. —
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Can. F. frasil, 'snow floating in water'; rel. to

F. fraisil, 'cinders', which derives fr. VL. *fa-

c'llis, 'that which pertains to a firebrand', short

for scoria *facilis, 'cinders of a firebrand', fr.

L. fax, gen. facis, 'torch, firebrand' ; see facula

and -ile. The r in frasil, fraisil is intrusive and
due to the influence ofF.fraiser, 'to plait, ruffle'.

frazzle, tr. and intr. v., to fray; to reduce to tat-

ters. — A blend of fray, 'to wear out by rub-

bing', and G. faseln, 'to separate the fibers, to

ravel out', which is rel. to G. Faser, 'thread,

fiber, filament', OE. fxs, 'fringe', and to obsol.

E. feaze, 'to unravel'.

freak, n., whim. — Of imcertain origin. Possibly

fr. ME. frek, 'bold, quick', fr. OE. free, 'glut-

tonous, greedy, bold, dangerous', which is rel.

to ON. frekr, 'greedy, rough, severe', OHG.
freh, 'untamed, covetous, avaricious', MHG.
wech, 'bold, daring', G.frech, 'bold, impudent',

Goth, -friks (in faihufriks, 'covetous, avari-

cious'). These words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base

*preg-, 'greedy, violent, impetuous, bold',

whence also W. rhewidd (for *pragio-), 'lasci-

viousness', Pol. pragnqc, 'to crave for'. Cp.
fresh, obtrusive'.

freak, tr. v., to streak. — Prob. a blend of freak,

'whim, fancy', and freckle; coined by Milton.

freakish, adj. — Formed fr. freak, n., with adj.

sufF. -ish; first used by Henry More (1614-1687),

philosopher of the Cambridge Platonist school.

Derivatives : freakish-ly, adv., freakish-ness, n.

freckle, n., a small brownish spot on the skin. —
Dimin. formed fr. ME. frecken, fr. ON. frek-

nur (pi.), 'freckles' {v/h&nce freknottr, 'freckled',

Dan. fregne, Swed. frdgne, 'freckle'), which is of

uncertain origin. It is perh. cogn. with Gk.
TT^pxo?, TTspxvi?, 'spotted; dusky'. See perch,

name of a fish.

Derivatives : freckl-ed, freckl-y, adjs.

Frederic, Frederick, masc. PN. — F. Frederic, fr.

G. Friedrich, fr. OHG. Fridurih, lit. 'peaceful

ruler', compounded oiOWG.fridu, 'peace', and
rihhi, 'powerful, rich'. See friend and rich and
cp. the second element in Geoffrey.

Frederica, fem. PN. — Fem. form of Frederic

(q.v.) Cp. F. Frederique, fr. Frederic.

fredricite, n., a variety of tennantite {mineral.)

— Named after the Fredrik shaft in Falu,

Sweden. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

free, adj. ~ ME. freo, fre, fr. OE. freo, fri, rel.

to OS., OHG., MHG. vri, G. frei, Du. vr^,

Goth, freis, 'free', OE. freogan, freon, Goth.
frijon, 'to love", OE. freod, 'affection, friend-

ship', friga, 'love', freodryhten, 'noble lord',

OE. fridu, OS. frithu,an. fridr, OFris. frethu,

OHG. fridu, MHG. fride, G. Friede, 'peace',

OE.freo, OS. fri, 'wife', ON. Frigg, name of the

wife of Odin (lit. = 'beloved, loving; wife'),

MLG. vrien, 'to take to wife', Du. vryen, G.
freien, 'to woo'. The primary sense of all these

words was 'beloved, friend; to love'. In English
frio, etc., this sense developed into 'free'. (The

terras 'beloved' and 'friend', were applied, as a
rule, to the free members of the clan and in con-
tradistinction to slaves.) For sense development
cp. L. liberi, which unites the meanings 'free'

(pi.) and 'children'. The above Teut. words are

cogn. with 01. priydhi, 'own, dear, beloved',

priyate, 'loves', OSlav. pryati, 'to help', prija-

telji, 'friend', W. rhydd (for *prijos), 'free'. Cp.
affray, defray, fray, 'tumult', fresh, 'obtrusive',

friend, Frigg, frith, 'brushwood', the first ele-

ment in filibuster, Frederic, Friday, and the

second element in belfry, Geoffrey, Godfrey,
Humphrey, Winfred. Derivatives: free, adv.,

free, v. (q.v.), free-ly, adv., free-ness, n.

free, tr. v. — ME. freen, fr. OE. freogan, freon,

'to free', fr. freo. See free, adj.

freeboot, intr. v. — Back formation fr. freebooter.

Derivative: /ree6oor-in.?, n.

freel)ooter, n., a plunderer; a pirate. — Loan
translation of Du. vrijbuiter, 'plunderer, rob-
ber', fr. vrijbuiten, 'to plunder, rob', fr. vrijbuit,

'plunder', lit. 'free booty'. See free, adj., and
booty and cp. filibuster.

Derivative : freebooter-y, n.

freedom, n. — ME. fredom, fr. OE. freodom. See
free, adj., and -dom.

freeman, n. — ME. freoman, fr. OE. freeman.
See free, adj., and man.

freemason, n. — For free mason. He was called

free owing to a confusion with F.fr^re, 'brother'

(in the term frire mafon, 'brother mason'). F.

franc-moQon, 'freemason', is a loan translation

of E. freemason.

Derivatives: freemason-ic, adj., freemason-ry, n.

Freesia, n., a genus of plants of the iris family

(bot.)— ModL., named after the German phy-
sician Friedrich Heinrich Theodor Freese (1795-

1876). For the ending see suff. -ia.

freeze, intr. and tr. v. — ME. freosen, fresen, fr.

OE. freosan, rel. to ON. frjosa, OHG. friosan,

MHG. vriesen, G. frieren, 'to freeze', Goth.
frius, 'frost', fr. Teut. base *freus-, which cor-

responds to I.-E. *preus-, *prus-, a base uniting

the opposite meanings 'to freeze', and 'to bum',
whence, on the one hand, OI. prusvd, 'hoar-

frost', L. pruina (for *prus^ina, *prii'^ina),

'hoarfrost', OCo. reu, Bret, reo, W. rhew (for

I.-E. *preusos), 'frost', and, on the other, OI.

pruffah, 'burnt'. Alb. pruS, 'burning coals,

glowing fire', L. prUna, 'a live coal', prUrire,

'to itch'. Cp. frost. Cp. also pniinose, prurient.

Derivatives: freeze, n., freez-er, n., freez-ing,

adj., freez-ing-ly, adv.

freight, n. — ME. freyght,freyte,freite, fr. MDu.
vrecht, a secondary form of MDu. (= Du.)
vrachl. See fraught. Derivatives: freight, tr. v.,

freightage (q.v.), freight-er, n.

freightage, n., freight. — A hybrid coined from
prec. word and -age, a suflSx of ult. Latin origin.

fremitus, n., a palpable vibration {med.) — L., 'a

murmur', fr. fremit-(um), pp. stem of fremere,
'to roar, resound, murmur', fr. I.-E. base
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*bhrem-, a variant of base *brem-, whence Gk.

Pp6[xo5, 'any loud noise'. See bromo-.

frenate, adj., having a frenum {anat. and zool.)

— Fr. L. frendtus, pp. of frendre, 'to bridle,

curb', fr. frenum, 'bridle, curb'. See frenum and

adj. suff. -ate.

French, adj. and n. — ME. Frenkisch, Frensch,

fr. OE. Frencisc, fr. Franca, 'Frank'. See Frank.

Derivative: French-ness, n.

Frenchification, n. {colloq.) — See Frenchify and

-ation.

Frenchify, tr. v., to make French; intr. v., to

become French {colloq) — A hybrid coined fr.

French and -fy, a suff. of Latin origin.

frenetic, adj., frantic. — See phrenetic,

frenulum, n., a small frenum {anat. and zool.) —
ModL., dimin. oi frenum, 'bridle, curb, liga-

ment'. See next word and -ule.

Derivative : //-enuZ-ar, adj.

frenum, also, less exactly, fraenum,n., a small liga-

ment supporting or checking the movements of

any organ. — L. frenum, fraenum, 'bridle, curb,

bit', prob. standing for *fre-nom, 'something

to hold with', fr. I.-E. base *dher{e)-, 'to hold,

support', whence also L. firmus, 'firm, strong'.

See firm, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: fren-al, adj., frenate (q.v.)

frenzy, n., wild excitement. — ME. frenesye, fr.

OF. frenesie, fr. ML. phrenesia, fr. Late L.

phrenesis, fr. pseudo-Gk. (fphy\<yii (back form-

ation from the Late L. adj. phrenelicus, corrup-

tion of Gk. 9p£vtTix6(;, 'suffering from the in-

flammation of the brain'), corresponding to

Gk. ippeviTii;, 'inflammation of the brain', fr.

(ppT)v, gen. ippevoi;, 'midriff, heart, mind'. See

phrenetic.

Derivatives : frenzi-ed, adj., frenzi-ed-ly, adv.

frequence, n. — F. frequence, fr. L. frequentia.

See next word and -ce.

frequency, n. — L. frequentia, 'a crowding,

crowd', it.frequens. See frequent, adj., and -cy.

frequent, adj. — F. frequent, fr. L. frequentem,

ace. oi frequens, 'crowded, repeated, constant',

which is rel. to farcere, 'to stuff, cram'. See

farce, and -ent

Derivatives
:
/reg«e/i/, v. {q.\.),frequent-ly, adv.,

frequent-ness, n.

frequent, tr. v. — F. frequenter, fr. L.frequentdre,

'to resort to frequently, to frequent', ix.frequens.

See fi-equent, adj.

Derivatives: frequent-able, adj., frequentation

(q.v.), frequent-er, n.

frequentation, n. — F. frequentation, fr. L. fre-

quentdtionem, ace. of frequentdtio, fr. frequen-

tdtus, pp. oi frequentdre. See frequent, v., and

-ation.

freqaentative, adj. — F. frequentatif (fem. -ive),

fr. Late L. frequentdtivus, 'that which denotes

the repetition of an act', fr. h. frequentatus, pp.

of frequentdre. See frequent, v., and -he.

fresco, n. — It., lit. 'fresh*. See fresh, 'newly

made', and cp. alfresco.

fresh, adj., newly made; cool. — ME. fresch, fr.

OF. fres, freis, fem. fresche (whence F. frais,

fem. fraiche), 'fresh', fr. Teut. *frisk- (whence

also It., Sp., Yoxt. fresco, OProveng./reic); cp.

OE.fersc [whence O^.ferskr (Xian.fersk, Swed.

farsk)], OFris. fersk, MLG. versch, Du. vers

(Dan., Swed., Norw. frisk are MLG. loan

words), OHG. frisc, MHG. vrisch, G. frisch,

'fresh' [MLG., MDu. vrisch (Du. fris), are bor-

rowed fr. MHG. vrisch]. These Teut. words are

prob. cogn. with OSlav. ;jreV/iM (for *praiskino-),

'fresh' (whence Lith. preskas, 'sweet; unleav-

ened'). Cp. afresh, refresh. Cp. also fresco, frisk.

Derivatives: fresh, n., fresh-en, tr. and intr. v.,

fresh-en-er, n., fresh-ly, adv.,fresh-ness, n.

fresh, adj., obtrusive, impudent {slang). — G.

frech, 'impudent', fr, OHG. freh, 'covetous,

avaricious', rel. to OE. free, 'gluttonous, greedy,

bold' (see freak, 'whim'); influenced in form,

but different in origin, from fresh, 'new'.

freshet, n., a stream of fresh water; a flood. —
Formed fr. fresh, 'newly made', with sufi'. -et.

fret, tr. v., to eat away; intr. v., to gnaw {into,

on or upon); to be worn away. — ME. freten,

tr. OE.fretan, 'to eat up, devour'; which stands

torfr-etan, fr. pref./r- (fr. Teut. *fra-) and OE.

etan, 'to eat'; rel. to Du. vreten, OHG./rejjan,

MHG. vre^sen, G. fressen, Goth, fra-itan, of

s.m. See for- and eat and cp. frass.

Derivatives: /re/, n., the act of fretting; worry,

anxiety ;
/rer/u/ (q.v.)

fret, n., ornament. — ME. frete, fret, fr. MF.

frete, frette (F. frette), 'interfaced work, iron

hoop, ferrule', fr. OF. frete, frette, prob. derived

fr. Frankish *fetur, which is rel. to OE. fetor,

OHG. fessara, 'fetter'. See fetter,

fret, tr. v., to ornament. — ME. fretten, fretien,

fr. MF. freter, fretter (F. fretter), 'to decorate

with interlaced designs, to bind with a ring or

with a ferrule', fr. OF. freter, fr. frete. See prec.

word.

TierivaXive: frett-ed, adj.

fretful, adj. — Formed fr. fret, 'the act of fret-

ting' (see fret, 'to eat away' and -ful); first used

by Shakespeare.

Derivatives : /»•£//«/-/>', adv., fretful-ness, n.

fretty, adj., interlaced (Aer.) — ME. frette, fr.

MF. frete, frette pp. oi freter, fretter. See fret,

'to ornament', and -y (representing OF. -e, MP.,

F.-e).

Freudian, adj., pertaining to, or agreeing with,

the theories of Sigmund Freud (1856-1939). For

the ending see suff. -ian.

Frey, n., the god of the crops and fertility in

Norse mythology. — ON. Freyr. See next

word.

Freya, n., the goddess of love and beauty in

Norse mythology. — ON. Freyja, rel. to Freyr,

and to OE.frea, 'lord', OS. frUa, MDu. vrouwe,

'woman, wife'. See fit)w.

fivyalite, n., a radioactive silicate of thorium,

cerium, etc. {mineral.) — Named after Freya,
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goddess of love in Norse mythology. See prec.

word and -lite.

friable, adj. — F., fr. L. friabilis, 'crumbling', fr.

friare, 'to crumble, rub away', which is prob.

cogn. with OI. bhrmdnti, 'they hurt, damage',

Avestic pairi-brin^nti, 'they cut round about',

OSlav. hritva, 'razor', Russ.-Church Slav, briju,

briti, 'to shear'. L. friare is rel. to fricdre, 'to

rub'. See friction and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also frivolous. For the ending see suff. -able.

Derivative
:
/rjo6f7-/?>', n., friable-ness, n.

friar, n. — ME. frere, fr. OF. frere, freire (F.

frere), fr. L. frdtrem, ace. of frdter, 'brother'.

See fraternal.

Derivative; //;a>'->', n., a convent of friars.

fribble, intr. v., to trifle. — Pr«b. of imitative

origin ; influenced in meaning by an association

with frivolous.

Derivatives : fribble, r\.,fribbl-er, n.,fribbl-ery,n.

fricandeau, n., stew of veal. — F., back formation

ir.fricasser, 'to fricassee', which was erroneous-

ly supposed to derive from base fric- and suff.

-asser. For the real etymology of this verb see

next word.

fricassee, n., a dish made of meat stewed in

gravy. — F. fricassee, fr. fricasser, 'to fricassee,

fry', compounded of the verbs /^;>e, 'to fry', and

casser, 'to break'. See fry, 'to cook with fat',

and quash, 'to make void', and cp. prec. word.

HemaXiMt: fricassee, tr. v,

fricative, adj., produced by forcing the breath

through a narrow opening between the lips,

teeth, etc. (said of a consonant). — ModL.
fricdtivus, fr. L.fricdius, pp. o(fricdre, 'to rub'.

See friction and -ative.

Derivative :/WcanVc, n.,a fricative consonant.

friction, n. — F., fr. L. friclionem, ace. of frictio,

'a rubbing', fr. frictus, pp. of fricdre, 'to rub',

which is rel. io friare. Sec friable and -ion and

cp. 3rd fray, fry, 'spawn of fishes', affricate and

the second element in dentifrice.

Derivatives :/n'c//o/i-fl/, a.(i}.,fric!ion-al-ly, adv.,

friction-less, adj.
^

Friday, n. — ME. fridai, fr. OE. frigedmg, lit.

'the day of the goddess Frig', fr. Frige, gen. of

Frig, which corresponds to ON. Frigg, name
of the wife of Odin (sec Frigg), and dxg, 'day',

rel. to ON. frijddagr, Dan., Swed. Fredag,

OFris. frlgendei, friadei, fredei, MLC, MDu.
vridach, Du. vrijdag, OHG. frlalag, MHG. vn-

tac, G. Freilag; prop, a loan translation of L.

Veneris dies, 'the day of Venus, Friday' (whence

It. venerdi, Rum. vineri, OF. vendresdi, F. ven-

dredi, Proven?, divenrcs, Sp. viernes), itself a

loan translation of Gk. 'Ar;>poSi-v5; /^ixspa, 'the

day of Aphrodite'; ON. Frigg, was considered

as the goddess of love. For the second element

in OE. frigedieg see day.

friedelite, n., a manganese silicate (mineral.) —
Named after the French mineralogist Charles

Friedel (1832-99). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

friend, n. — ME. freond, frend, fr. OE. freond,

'friend, lover', rel. to ON. frxndi, OS., OFris.

friund, Du. vriend, OHG., MHG. friunt, G.

Freund, Goth, frijonds, 'friend'. All these nouns

are prop. pres. participles and orig. meant

'loving' (so e.g. OE. freond is the pres. part, of

OE. freogan, freon, 'to love', and Goth, frijonds

the pres. part, of Goth, fryon, 'to love'). They

are rel. to OE. freo, 'free'. See free, adj., and

cp. words there referred to. For the participial

origin of the noun friend cp. fiend.

Derivatives
;
//(£«(/, tr. v. (vare), friend-less, adj.,

friend-less-ness, n., friendly (q.v.)

friendly, adj. — ME. frendly, fr. OE. freondllc.

See friend and adj. suff. -ly.

Derivatives; friendli-ly, adv., friendli-ness, n.

friendly, adv. {rare). — ME. frendly, fr. OE.

freondllce. See friend and adv. suff. -ly.

friendship, n. — ME. frendship, fr. OE. freond-

scipe. See friend and -ship.

frieseite, n., a silver iron sulfide (mineral.) —
Named after F. M.von Friese. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

Friesian, adj. and n. — A var. spelling of Frisian.

Friesic, adj., Frisian. — See Frisian and -ic.

Friesish, adj. — See Frisian and adj. suff. -ish.

frieze, n., a kind of woolen cloth. — F. frise, rel.

to friser, 'to curl, frizi'. See frizz, 'to curl'.

frieze, tr. v., to .cover with a nap, to trim. —
F. friser, 'to curl, frizz'. See prec. word.

frieze, n., an ornamented band (archit.) — F.

frise, fr. ML. frisium, a collateral form of fri-

gium, phrygium, 'fringe', lit. 'Phrygian, related

to Phrygia'. Cp. L. Phrygiae vesles in the sense

of 'embroidered garments' (Virgil, Aen. 3,483).

Cp. also It. fregio, equivalent of F. frise.

frigate, n., a fast sailing vessel. — F. fregate, fr.

It. fregata, fr. Neapolitan /r<?^a/e, prob. fr. Gk.

aippaxToc;, 'unfenced; not decked' (said of

ships), fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and (ppaoaEiv,

'to fence, enclose', which is cogn. with L. far-

cire, 'to stuff'. See farce, 'to stuff, cram'.

Frigg, n., the wife of Odin, the goddess of heaven

and of love in Norse mythol. — ON., prop,

subst. use of a fem. adj. lit. meaning 'beloved,

loving; wife'. See free and cp. Friday.

fright, n. - ME. fryghl, fryhte, fyrhte, fr. OE.

fyrhto, fryhto, rel. to OS. forhta, OFris. fruchte,

OHG. forhta,forahta, MHG. vorhte, G. Furcht,

Goth, faiirhlei, 'fear'. These words prob. derive

fr. l.-E. *prk-, 'to fear; fright', whence also

Toch. A pdrsk-, prask-, B pdrsk-, prdsk-, 'to

fear', A praski, B prosko, 'fear, fright'.

Derivatives: fright, v, (q.v.), fright-en, tr. v.,

fright-en-ed, adj., fright-en-ed-ly, adv., fight-en-

ed-ness, n., frighl-en-er, n., fright-en-ing, adj.,

fright-en-ing-ty, adv., fright-ful, adj., fright-ful-

ly, adv., frighl-ful-ness, n.

fright, tr. v., to frighten. — ME. frigten, fr. OE.

fyrhlan, 'to frighten', rel. to OE. forhtian, 'to

fear', OS. forahtian, OFris. fruhlia, OHG. forah-

tan,furihten, MHG. viirhten, G.furchten, Goth.
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faurhtjan, 'to fear', OE. forht, OS., OHG. forahl,

Goth, faithrts, 'fearful', and to OE. fyrhto,

fryhto, 'fear, fright'. See fright, n.

frigid, adj., very cold. — L. frigidus, 'cold', fr.

frigus, 'cold, frost', from the stem offrJgere, 'to

be cold', which is rel. to L. rigidus, 'hard, stiff,

rough, severe', rigere, 'to be stiff', and cogn.

with Gk. pTyo? (for *apLyoc;), 'cold'. Cp. rigid

and the first element in rhigolene. Cp. also refri-

gerate, refrigerator and the second element in

sang-froid.

Derivatives: frigidity (q.v.), frigid-ly, adv.,

frigid-ness, n.

frigidity, n. — F.frigidite, fr. Late L.frigiditdtem,

ace. oi frlgiditas, 'the cold', fr. L. frigidus. See

frigid and -ity.

frigorific, adj., causing cold. — F.frigorifique, fr.

Late L. frigorificus, 'cooling', which is com-

pounded of L. frigus, gen. frlgoris, 'cold', and

-ficus, 'making', from the stem of -ficere, un-

• stressed form of facere, 'to make, do'. See

frigid and -flic.

frijole, n., bean.— Sp. frijol, frejol, fr. L, phaseolus,

phaselus, 'kidney bean'. See Phaseolus.

frill, n., a ruffle. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: /n//, tr. and intr. v., frill-ed, adj.,

fritl-ery, n., frill-ing, n., frill-y, adj.

Frimaire, n., name of the 3rd month of the

French revolutionary calendar (lasting from

November 21st to December 20th). — F., lit.

'the month of frost'; a hybrid coined by Fabre

d'Eglantine in 1793 from F. frimas, 'frost, hoar-

frost', a word of Teut. origin, and F. suff. -aire

(fr. L. -drius). See rime, 'hoarfrost', and adj.

suff. -ary.

fringe, n., a border of loose threads. — ME.
frenge, fr. OF. fringe, frenge, fr. VL. *frimbia,

metathesis of L. fimbriae (pi.), 'border, edge,

fringe', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. fimbria.

Derivatives: fringe, tr. v., fring-ed, fring-y,

adjs.

Fringilla, n., a genus of birds of the finch family

(ornithot.) — L., 'the chaffinch', fr. L. frigere,

'to squeak, squeal', which is of imit. origin. Cp.

Gk. cppuyi^oi; (a metathesized form of orig.

'ipptyJXoQ), a kind of bird, dial. Russ. berglez\

'goldfinch', Czech hrhel, 'golden oriole'. OF
bhfhgd, 'a large black bee', is not related.

FringlUidae, n.pl., the finch and sparrow family

(ornithol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -Idae fr.

L. fringilla. See prec. word.

frippery, n., tawdry finery. — F. friperie, fr. OF.
freperie, fr. frepe, ferpe, felpe, 'fringe, old gar-

ment', ult. fr. ML. faluppa, 'fiber, trifle'.

frisette, n., a fringe of curled hair worn on the

forehead. — P., 'little curl', fr. friser, 'to curl'.

See frizz, 'to curl', and -ette.

friseur, n., a hairdresser. — F., fr. friser, 'to curl'.

See prec. word.

Frisian, adj. and n., belonging to the tribe Frisii.

— Fr. L. Frisit, a name of Teut. origin, lit.

meaning 'curly-headed*. Cp. OFris. /riife, 'curly

hair', and see frizz, 'to curl'. For the ending see

suff. -ian. Cp. Friesian.

frisk, adj., lively. — OF. (= ¥.)frisque, fr. MDu.
vrisch, 'fresh', which is rel. to OHG. frise, OE.

fersc, 'fresh'. See fresh, 'newly made'.

Derivatives; frisk, intr. v., to leap in a lively

manner; tr. v., i) to move in a playful manner;

2) (slang) to search (a person), esp. for con-

cealed weapons, frisk-y, adj., frisk-i-ly, adv.,

frisk-i-ness, n.

frisket, n., a light frame of iron attached to the

tympan (printing). — F. frisquette, of uncertain

origin.

frit, n., material for glass-making. — F. fritte,

fr. frite, fem. pp. of frire, 'to fry'. See fry, 'to

cook in fat'.

frit fly, a small fly. — Of uncertain origin.

frith, n., a narrow arm of the sea, inlet; a firth. —
A var. of firth.

frith, n., enclosure; wooded land, brushwood. —
ME., fr. OE. fridu, 'peace, security' (cp. OE.

fridgeard, 'enclosure, court'). For sense develop-

ment cp. MHG. wide, 'enclosure', G. einfrie-

digen, 'to fence in, enclose', Friedhof, 'cemetery',

which are rel. to G. Friede, 'peace'. See free and

cp. words there referred to.

Frltillaria, n., a genus of plants of the lily family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. fritillus, 'dicebox' (so

called from the markings on the petals), which

is rel. to fritinnire, 'to twitter'; of imitative ori-

gin. The dicebox was called fritillus in allusion

to the rattle of dice.

fritlliary, n., i) any plant of the genus Fritillaria;

2) any butterfly of the genus Argynnis. — See

prec. word and -ary.

fritter, n., a slice of fruit fried in butter. — F.

friture, 'something fried', fr. frit, pp. of frire,

'to fry'. See fry, 'to cook in butter'.

fritter, n., a fragment. — OF. fraiture, freture, 'a

breaking', fr. L.frdctiira, fr.frdctus, pp. offran-

gere, 'to break'. See fraction,

fritter, tr. v., to waste. — Fr. prec. word.

Derivative : /ri//er-er, n.

frivol, intr. and tr. v. — Back formation fr.

frivolous.

frivolity, n. — F. frivolite, fr. frivole. See next

word and -ity.

frivolous, adj., trifling. — L. frimlus, 'brittle,

crumbling; silly', prob. rel. to friare, 'to crum-

ble, rub away'. See friable. For E. -ous, as equi-

valent to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: frivolous-ly, adv., frivolous-ness, n.

frizz, friz, tr. and intr. v., to curl. — F. friser, 'to

curl, dress the hair', a word of Frisian origin.

Cp. OFris. frisle, 'curly hair', and the name
Frisian, which lit. means 'curly-headed'. Cp.

also frieze, 'woolen cloth', frieze, 'to trim',

frizzle, 'to curl'.

Derivatives: friz(z), n., frizz-y, adj., frizz-i-ly,

adv., frizz-i-ness, n., frizz-ly, adj.

frizz, tr. and intr. v., to fry or sear with a sizz-

ling noise; to sizzle. — Of imitative origin.
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frizzle, tr. and intr. v., to curl.— Formed fr. frizz,

'to curl', with freq. suflF. -le.

Derivatives : frizzle, n., frizzl-er, n.

frizzle, tr. and intr. v., to fry thoroughly. —
Formed fr. frizz, 'to sizzle', with freq. suflf. -le.

fro, adv., away; backward. — ME. fra,fro, fr.

ON. fra, which is rel. to OE. fram, 'from'. See

from,

li-ock, n. — ME. frok, froc, fr. OF. froc, 'cowl',

fr. Prankish *hroc, which is rel. to ON. rokkr,

OE. rocc, OFris. rokk, OS., Du. wk, OHG. roc,

roch, MHG. roc, G. Rock, 'coat'. These words

derive fr. I.-E. base *rug-, 'to spin', whence also

Olr. rucht, 'jacket'. See rock, 'distaff', and cp.

rochet, 'ecclesiastical vestment'.

Derivative: frock, tr. v., to cover with a frock.

froe, n., a wedge-shaped cleaving tool. — Prob.

shortened from the adjective froward and orig.

meaning 'turned away'. Cp. frommard, from-

ward, dial, equivalents ol froe.

frog, n., a small tailless amphibian. — ME.
frogge, fr. OE. frogga, rel. to OE. frosc, frox,

ON. froskr, Dan., OHG. frosk, MDu. vorsc,

Du. vors, MHG. vrosck, G. Frosch, 'frog'.

These words prob. mean ht. 'hopper' and are

cogn. with OI. prdvate, 'hops', and with Russ.

prygat', 'to hop, jump', pryg, 'a jump'; see

frolic. For sense development cp. Westphalic

hopper, Alemanic hopzger, 'frog', lit. 'hopper'.

frog, n., a loop on a belt for receiving a sword,

etc. — Of uncertain origin.

frog, n., a horny pad in a horse's hoof. — Of un-

certain origin. Cp. frush.

frolic, adj., merry. — MDu. vrolyc (also frolic,

vroilic; Du. wolijk), fr. MDu. vro; rel. to OS. frd,

fro, fra(h)o, OFris. fro, OHG. frao, fro, MHG.
fro, G. froh, 'joyful, glad', G. frohlich, of s.m.,

ON. frdr, 'swift', ME. frow, 'hasty', and cogn.

with OI. pravdh, 'fluttering', prdvate, 'he leaps

up'. Cp. frog, 'a small tailless amphibian'.

Derivatives: frolic, n. and intr. \.,frolick-er, n,

frolic-ly, adv., frolic-ness, n., frolick-y, frolic-

ful, frolic-some, &6]%.,frolic-some-ly, a<iv.,frolic-

some-ness, n.

from, prep. — ME., fr. OE. fram, from, rel. to

OS., OHG., Goth, fram, 'from, away', orig.

'forward', ON. frd, 'from', fram, 'forward', OE.

forma, Goth, fruma, 'first', OHG. fruma, 'ad-

vantage', MHG. frum, 'zealous, able', G.fromm,

'pious, devout', OE. frdmian, 'to avail, be prof-

itable', fremman, 'to further'. See foremost and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also fro.

frond, n., a leaflike organ, foliage. — L. frons,

gen. frondis, 'leafy branch, foliage'; possibly

cogn. with ON. brum, 'leaf buds'.

Derivative : frond-age, n.

Fronde, n., name of a party in France during the

minority of Louis XIV. — F., fr. L. funda,

'sling; casting net; purse', which is of uncertain

origin. It is perh. cogn. with, or derived from,

Gk. o<pevS6vii), 'sling* ; seesphendoiie. l^.furtda was
influenced in form by L. fundere, 'to pour, shed'.

frondesce, intr. v., to put forth leaves. — L. fron-

descere, inchoative of frondere, 'to put forth

leaves', fr. frons, gen. frondis, 'leafy branch,

foliage'. See frond and -esce.

frondescence, n. — Formed from next word

with suff. -ce.

frondescent, adj. — L. frondescens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of frondescere. See frondesce and

-ent.

firondiferous, adj., bearing fronds. — h.frondifer,

'bearing leaves', compounded of frons, gen.

frondis, 'leafy branch, foliage', and ferre, 'to

bear, carry'. See frond and -ferous.

frondose, adj., bearing fronds. — L. fronddsus,

'leafy', (t. frons, gen. frondis. See frond and adj.

suff. -ose.

front, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) front, fr. L.

frontem, ace. of frons, 'forehead, brow, coun-

tenance; the forepart of anything', prob.

meaning lit. 'that which projects', and standing

for I.-E. *bhron-t-, fr. base *bhren-, 'to project,

stand out', whence also Mir. broine, 'prow of

a ship', Ir. brainech, Co. brenniat, 'watchman

at the prow of a ship'. For the sense develop-

ment of L. frons, 'forehead', from a base mean-

ing 'to project', cp. OSlav. celo, 'forehead',

which is cogn. with L. excellere, 'to rise, stand

out'. Cp. affront, confront, effrontery, fron-

tispiece.

Derivatives: front, adj. and tr. and intr. v.,

front-age, n.,front-ag-er, n., frontal (q.v.), front-

ing, n., front-less, ad}., front-less-ly, adv., /ron/-

lesi-ness, n.

frontal, n., a band worn on the forehead. — OF.

frontel (F. fronteau), fr. Late L. frontdle, 'an

ornament for the forehead', fr. L. frons, gen.

frontis. See front.

frontal, adj., pertaining to the front; pertaining

to the forehead. — ModL. frontalis, fr. h. frons,

gen. frontis. See front and adj. suff. -al and cp.

prec. word.

frontier, n., — OF. frontier (F. frontiere), from

the adjective frontier, 'facing, neighboring', fr.

front, 'forehead, forepart'. Cp. It. frontiera, Sp.

frontera, and see front.

Frontignac, n., a kind of muscat grape and wine

made from it. — A blend of Frontignan in the

Department of Herault, and cognac,

frontispiece, n., an illustration facing the title

page of a book. — F. frontispice, fr. ML. fron-

tispicium, 'a front view', fr. h. frons, ^cn. frontis,

'forehead, forepart', and specere, spicere, 'to

look at'. See front and species. The spelling

frontispiece is due to a confusion with piece.

frontlet, n., a band worn on the forehead. — OF.

frontelet, dimin. of frontel (F. fronteau). See

front and -let.

fronto-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

the forehead, frontal". — Fr. h. frons, g^a. fron-

tis, 'forehead, forepart'. See front,

fronton, n., a pediment (archit.) — F., fr. It.

frontone, which is formed it.fronte, 'front, fore-
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part', with augment, suff. -one. See front and

cp. -oon.

frore, adj., frosty ; frozen {archaic).— ME.frozen,

fr. OKfroren, pp. oifreosan,'to freeze'. See freeze,

frost, n. — ME. forst, frost, fr. OE. forst, frost,

rel. to OS., one frost, MHG. vrost, OT<i. frost,

Du. vorst, fr. Teut. *frus-ta, an abstract noun

formed with -/-formative element fr. Teut. base

*freus-, 'to freeze'. See freeze.

Derivatives :/rai?, tr. and intr. \.,frost-ed, adj.,

frost-er, n., frost-ing, n., frost-y, adj., frosti-ly,

adv., frosti-ness, n.

froth, n. — UE.frothe, fr. OH.froda, rel. to OE.

dfreodan, 'to froth up', and cogn. with OI.

prdthati, 'pants, snorts'.

Derivatives :/rorA, intr. and tr. \.,froth-y, adj.,

froth-i-ly, adv., froth-i-ness, n.

frou-frou, n., a rustling. — F., of imitative origin.

frounce, tr. and intr. v., to wrinkle, curl. — ME.

frouncen, 'to wrinkle', fr. OF. froncier (F. fron-

cer), it.fronce, 'a wrinkle', fr. Prankish *hrunkja,

'wrinkle', which is rel. to ON. hrukka, OHG.

runza, 'wrinkle'. See ruck, 'crease', wrinkle, and

cp. flounce, 'strip of material'.

frounce, n., a wrinkle, curl. — OF. (= F.)fronce,

fr. OF. froncier. See frounce, v.

frow, n., a Dutch woman; a woman. — ME.

frowe, fr. MDu. vrouwe (Du. vrouw), rel. to

OHG. frouwa, MHG. vrouwe, G. Frau, OS.

frQa, 'woman, wife', ON. Freyja, name of the

goddess of love in Norse mythology, OE. frea,

OHG. fro, Goth, frauja, 'lord'. See province

and cp. Frau, Fraulein, Frey, Freya. Cp. also

the second element in euphroe.

froward, adj., perverse. — Lit. 'turned away';

formed fr. fro, with suff. -ward. Cp. froe.

Derivatives: froward-ly, adv., froward-ness, n.

frown, intr. and tr. v. — ME. frounen, fr. OF.

froignier, 'to knit one's brows' (whence P. ren-

frogner, of s.m.), fr. Gaulish *frogna, 'nostril'.

Cp. W. ffroen, 'nose'.

Derivatives: frown, a., frown-ing, adj., frown-

ing-ly, adv.

frowsty, adj., musty (dial. English). — See frowzy.

Derivatives: frowsti-ly, adv., frowsti-ness, n.

frowzy, also frousy, adj., musty. — Of uncertain

origin; prob. rel. to frowsty.

Derivatives: frowzi-ly, ads .,
frowzi-ness, n.

froze, past tense of freeze,

frozen, pp. of freeze.

Fructidor, n., name of the 12th month of the

French revolutionary calendar (lasting from

August 1 8th to Sept. i6th). — F., lit. 'the month

of fruit' ; a hybrid coined by Fabre d'figlan-

tine in 1793 from L. fructus, 'fruit", and Gk.

8£Jpov, 'gift'. See fruit and donation and cp. the

second element in Messidor, Thermidor.

fructiferous, adj., bearing fruit. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. "L. fructifer, 'fruit-bearing', which

is compounded oi fructus, 'fruit', and ferre, 'to

bear, carry'. See fruit and -ferous.

fructificatioa, n. — L. fiOctificdlid, gen. -6nis,

'bearing of fruit', fr. fructificdtus, pp. of fructi-

ficdre. See next word and -ation.

fhictify, intr. v., to bear fruit; tr. v., to make

productive. — F. fructifier, fr. L. frUctificdre,

'to bear fruit', which is compounded oifructus,

'fruit', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See

fruit and -fy.

fructose, n., fruit sugar (chem.) — Formed with

subst. suff. -ose fr. L. fructus, 'fruit'. See fruit,

fructuous, adj., fruitful. — OF., fr. h. frQctuosus,

'abounding in fruit, fruitful', fr. fructus. See

fruit and -ous.

HtnwaXiwts: fructuous-ly,a.d\.,fructuous-ness,n.

frugal, adj., thrifty. — L. frUgalis, 'pertaining to

fruit ; thrifty, temperate, frugal', fr. frUgi, 'use-

ful, fit, proper', prop. dat. offriix, 'fruit', which

is rel. to frui, 'to enjoy', fructus, 'fruit'. See

fruit and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: frugality (q.v.), frugal-ly, adv.,

frugal-ness, n.

frugality, n., frugalness, thrift. — P. frugalite, fr.

L. frugdlitdtem, ace. of frugdlitds, 'thriftiness,

temperance, frugality', fr. frugdlis. See prec.

word and -ity.

fruit, n. — ME. fruit, fr. OF. fruit, fr. L. fructus,

'enjoyment, the means to enjoyment, produce,

fruit', fr. fruor, 'I enjoy', which stands for

*frugwor, *fruwor, for *frUgor, and is cogn.

with OE. brucan, 'to enjoy'. See brook, v., and

cp. Fructidor, fructify, frugal, frumentaceous,

and the second element in tutti-frutti, usufruct.

Derivatives:/™/, intr. and tr. v., fruit-age, n.,

fruit-ari-an, n. and ad]., fruit-ari-an-ism,fruit-ed,

adjs., fruiterer (q.v.), fruitery (q.v.), fruit-ful,

adj., fruit-ful-ly, adv., fruit-ful-ness, n., fruit-y,

adj., fruit-i-ness, n., fruit-ing, n., fruit-ist, n.,

fruit-ive, adj., fruit-less, adj., fruit-less-ly, adv.,

fruit-less-ness, n., fruit-let, n.

fruiterer, n., one who deals in fruit. — Formed

with agential suff. -er fr. obsol. fruiter, a loan

word fr. F. fruitier, 'fruiterer', fr. fruit, 'fruit'.

See fruit. Accordingly the suff. -er in fruiterer

is redundant. Cp. caterer, poulterer, sorcerer,

upholsterer.

fruitery, n. — P. fruiterie, 'fruit loft'. See fruit

and -ery.

frumentaceous, adj., made of, or resembling,

wheat or other grain. — Late L. frimentdceus,

'of com or grain', fr. L. frumentum (for *frug-

mentum or *frug-smentum), 'com, grain', which

is formed from the stem of frUgi, 'useful, fit.

proper'. See frugal and -aceous.

frumenty, n., a kind of food made of wheat

boiled in milk. — OF. frumentee, fr. L. fru-

mentum, 'corn, grain'. See prec. word.

frump, tr. and intr. v., to flout. — Of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives ://-«mp, n., frump-ery, n.,frump-ish,

adj., frump-ish-ly, adv., frump-ish-ness, n.,

frump-y, adj., frump-i-ly, adv., frump-i-ness, n.

frush, n., a homy pad in a horse's foot. — See

fitig, 'a homy pad'.
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frustrate, adj., frustrated (archaic). — L. friis-

trdtus, pp. of frustrdri, 'to deceive, disappoint',

fr. frustra, 'uselessly, in vain', which prob. de-

rives fr. *fraud-trom, fr. fraus, gen. fraudis,

'deceit, guile'. See fraud and adj. sufF. -ate. For
the change of dtr to str cp. L. claustrum, 'bolt,

bar', which stands for *claud-trom (see claus-

tral).

frustrate, tr. v., to make vain, to thwart. —
L. frustratus, pp. oifrustrari. See frustrate, adj.

Derivatives: frustrat-er, n., frustration (q.v.),

frustrat-ive, frustrat-ory, adjs.

frustration, n. — L. frustrdtio, gen. -onis, 'de-

ception, disappointment', fr. frOstrdtus, pp. of

frustrdri. See frustrate, adj., and -ion.

frustule, n., the shell of a diatom (6of.)— F., fr.

L. frustulum, 'a small piece', dimin. of frustum.

See next word and -ule.

frustum, n., the lower part of a solid figure formed
when the top of a cone is cut off parallel to the

base. — L., 'piece', fr. I.-E. *bhrus-to-, fr. base

*bhreus-, 'to break, crush, crumble', whence
also OE. brysan, 'to bruise'. See bruise.

frutescent, adj., shrubby. — Incorrectly formed
for *fruticescent, fr. L. frutex, gen. fruticis, 'a

bush'. See next word and -escent.

frutex, n., a shrub. — L., 'shrub, bush'; of un-

certain origin. Cp. frutescent, fruticose. L. Frutis,

name of Venus, is not related to L. frutex (see

bride).

fruticose, adj., bushy, shrubby. — L. fruticosus,

'full of shrubs or bushes', ft. frutex, gen. fruticis.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ose.

fry, tr. v., to cook in fat; intr. v., to be cooked
in fat. — ME. frien, fr. frire, fr. L. frigere, 'to

roast, parch, fry', which is cogn. with OI.

bhrjjdti, 'roasts', bharjanah, 'roasting' (part.);

ModPers. birishtan, 'to roast', Gk. 9p6Yetv, 'to

roast, bake', Lith. birgelas, 'small beer', Lett.

birga, 'vapor, smoke', OPruss. au-birgo, 'owner
of a cook shop'. All these words derive fr. I.-E.

*bher(e)g-, *bhrig-, *bhrug-, enlargements of
base *bher-, 'to boil, seethe'. See brew and cp.

fervent. Cp. also fricandeau, fricassee, frit,

fritter, 'piece of fruit'.

Derivatives: fry, n., 'fried food', fry-er (also

fri-er), n.

flry, n., i) young fish; 2) young, offspring.— ME.
fri, 'seed, offspring', prob. fr. AF. frie, fry,

which corresponds to OF . froi (F . frai), 'spawn',

fr. freier, froier, 'to rub, spawn', fr. L. fricdre,

'to rub'. See friction.

fub, tr. v., to cheat. — G. foppen, 'to jeer at,

make a fool of. See fob.

fubsy, adj., plump, squat (Colloq. Engl.) — Of
uncertain origin.

Fuchsia, n., a genus of plants of the evening prim-

rose family (bot.) — ModL., named after the

German botanist Leonhart Fuchs (1501 -1566).
For the ending see suff. -ia.

fiichsin, fuchsine, n., a variety of rosaniline

(mineralogy). — Formed fr. Fucbsia with suff.

' -in, resp. -ine; so called in allusion to its color,

which resembles that of fuchsia.

fucoid, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, sea-

weed; n., a seaweed. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. fOcus, 'rock lichen', and Gk. -oeiSy)?, 'like',

fr. elSoi;, 'form, shape' (see Fucus and -oid).

The correct form would be phycoid (fr. Gk.
9UX01;, 'seaweed', and -oeiSTji;, 'like').

Fucus, n., i) a genus of algae; 2) (not cap.) any '

plant of this genus (bot.) — L. fUcus, 'rock

lichen', fr. Gk. 90x0?, 'seaweed; red paint,

rouge', fr. Heb. pUkh, 'antimony, stibium, lye,

paint'. Cp. the second element in Zygophyceae.

fuddle, tr. v., to render confused. — Of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives: fuddle, n., fuddle-ment, n.

fudge, tr. v., to fake. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivative: /urf^e, n.

fuel, n. — OF. fouaille, fuaille, fr. Late L.focdlia,

neut. pi. of focdlis, 'pertaining to the hearth',

fr. L. focus, 'hearth'. See focus and cp. focal.

Derivatives: fuel, tr. and intr. v., fuel(l)-er, n.,

fuel(l)-ing, n.

fugacious, adj., fleeting. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. fugdx, gen. fugacis, 'apt to flee,

transitory', fr. fugere. See fugitive and cp.

fougasse.

Derivatives : fugacious-ly, sidv.,fugacious-ness, n.

fugacity, n. — Late L. fugdcitds, fr. L. fugdx,

gen. fugacis, 'apt to flee, transitory'. See prec.

word and -ity.

fugal, adj., pertaining to a fugue (mus.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. It. fuga. See fugue.

Derivative : fugal-ly, adv.

-fuge, combining form meaning 'that which

drives away (something)', as in febrifuge, ver-

mifuge. — F., fr. L. fugus, 'fleeing away' (used

in Modem Latin in the sense 'causing to flee,

putting to flight'), fr. L. fugere. See fugitive.

fugient, adj., fleeing. — L. fugiens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of fugere, 'to flee'. See fugitive and

-ent.

fugitive, adj. — OF. (= F.) fugitif (fern, fugitive),

fr. L. fugitivus, 'running away, fleeing, fugitive',

fi.fugit-(um), pp. stem offugere, 'to flee', which

is cogn. with Gk. 9£uyeiv, 'to flee', Lith. bagstu,

bagti, 'to be frightened', fr. I.-E. base *bheug-,

'to flee', which prop, meant originally 'to bend

one's course away from a place', and is identical

with base *bheug(h)-, 'to bend', whence OI.

bhujdti, 'bends, thrusts aside', Goth, biugan,

'to bend', OE. bUgan, 'to bow down, stoop;

to bend, turn; to flee'. See bow, 'to bend', and

cp. fougasse, fugacious, fugue, centrifugal, Cimi-

fuga, feverfew, heliofiigal, Incifiigous, refuge, re-

fugee, subterfuge. Cp. also apophyge, hypo-

phyge, pbygoid.

Derivatives: fugitive, n., fugitive-ly, adv., fugi-

tive-ness, n.

fugle, intr. v. — Back formation fr. fugleman.

fugleman, also iiigelnian, n., i) a well-drilled sol-

dier placed in front of a company to serve as a
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model; hence 2) a leader, guide. — Dissimilated

fr. G. Fliigelmann, 'file leader, fugleman', lit.,

'man on the wing' (of a regiment), fr. Fliigel,

'wing' and Mann, 'man'. G. Fliigel is rel. to

fiiegen, 'to fly' ; see fly, v. For the second element

in fugleman see man.

fugue, n. (mus.) — F., fr. It. fuga, 'flight, escape;

ardor', fr. h. fuga, 'a fleeing, flight; swiftness,

speed', from the stem of fugere, 'to flee'. See

fugitive.

fuguist, n., a composer of fugues. — A hybrid

coined fr. It. fuga (see prec. word) and -ist, a

suff. of Greek origin.

fiihrer, fuehrer, n., a title applied chiefly to the

leader of the German nazis. — G. Fiihrer,

'leader', fr. fiihren, 'to lead', fr. MHG. viieren,

'to lead, drive', fr. OHG. fuoren, 'to set in

motion, lead', prop, a causative of OHG. /ara«,

'to go, travel', which is rel. to OE. faran, of

s.m. See fare, v. and agential suff. -er.

Fuirena, n., a genus of plants, the umbrella grass

(jyot.) — ModL., named after the Danish

physician and botanist J0rgen Fuiren (1581-

1628).

-ful, adj. suff. meaning 'full of. — See full, adj.

fulcrum, n., the support on which a lever turns.

— L., 'bedpost', fr. fulcire, 'to prop', which is

cogn. with Gk. ^aXy-ric,, 'beam', 9a>.aYL 'trunk,

log, line of battle, battle array', OE. balca,

'ridge'. See balk, n., and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

fulfill, fulfil, tr. V. ~ ME. fulfilten, fr. OE. full-

fyllan, 'to fulfill', lit. 'to fill full', fr. ful, 'full',

and fyllan, 'to fill'. See full, adj., and fill.

Derivatives: fulfill-er, n., fulfil(l)-ment, n.

fulgent, adj., shining. — L. fulgens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of fulgere, 'to shine', rel. to fulgur,

'lightning', fulmen (for *fulg-men), of s.m.,

ftagrdre, 'to blaze, glow, burn'. See black, and

cp. effulgent, refulgent, fulminate. Cp. also

flagrant. For the ending see suff. -ent.

Derivatives : fulgent-ly, adv., fulgent-ness, n.

fulgid, adj., glittering, shining. — L. fulgidus, fr.

fulgere, 'to shine'. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -id.

Fulgora, n., a genus of insects, the lantern fly

(entomol.) -— L., name of the goddess of light-

ning, rel. to fulgus, gen. fulguris, 'lightning'. See

fulgent and cp. next word.

fulgurant, adj., flashing. — L. futgurdns, gen.

-amis, pres. part, of fulgurdre, 'to lighten', fr.

fulgur, 'lightning', which is rel. to fulgere, 'to

shine'. See fulgent and -ant and cp. foudroyant.

fulgurite, n., glassy substance produced by the

passage of lightning (geol.) — A hybrid coined

fr. L. fulgur, 'lightning' (see fulgent), and -ite,

a suff. of Greek origin.

fulham, also fullam, fullom, n., a loaded die. —
From Fulham in London, formerly a resort of

crooks.

Fulica, n., a genus of birds, the true coot (or-

nithol.) — L. fulica, 'coot', lit. meaning 'having

a white spot (scil. on the head)', and cogn. with

Gk. 9aX6<;, 'white'. See full, 'to thicken'.

fuliginous, adj., sooty. — Late L. fullginosus, fr.

L. faligo, gen. fQliginis, 'soot'; cogn. with OI.

dhulih, 'dust', dhulikd, 'fog', Lith. dtilis, 'fog,

vapor', fern. pi. dulkes, 'dust', Lith, duhvas,

'smoke-colored'.

Derivatives: fuliginous-ly, adv., fuliginous-

ness, n.

full, adj. — ME., fr. OE. full, rel. to OS. full,

OFris. ful, ON. fullr, Swed. full, Dan. fuld,

OHG./o/, MHG. vol, G. voll, Goth, fulls, 'full',

and cogn. with OSIav. pliinii, Lith. pilnas, Olr.

Ian, W. llawn, Bret, leun, L. plenus, OI. piirndli,

'full', Avcstic ph^na-, 'full', fr. I.-E. base *plnd-,

'filled, full'. This base is a participial derivative

of base *pele-, *ple-, 'to fill', whence Gk. ttXtj-

S-Eiv, 'to be full', 7Ti[j,7TXavat, 'to fill', itX-r^priQ,

'full', L. plere, 'to fill'. Cp. also OE. fela,feala,

feola, OFris. felo, fel, OS., OHG. filu, MHG.
v/7, G. viel, Goth, filu, 'much', OI. puruh, Gk.

TioXui;, 'much', L. plus, 'more', Lith. pilus, Olr.

//, 'plenty'. E. folk is not cognate. Cp. fill. Cp.

also flow. Cp. also accomplish, complement,

complete, comply, deplete, expletive, implement,

maniple, manipulate, plebeian, pleio-, Pleisto-

cene, plenary, plenty, plenum, pleonasm, ple-

rome, plethora, plethysmograph, plural, plus,

plutarchy, plutocracy, poly-, replenish, replete,

replum, supplement, supply, terreplein.

Derivatives: full, n., tr. and intr. v. and adv.,

ful-ly, adv., ful(l)-ness, n.

full, tr. v., to thicken (cloth). ~ ME. fullen, fr.

OF.fullian, 'to whiten, full', fr. OF . foler, fouler

(F. fouler), 'to tread, trample on, to full', fr. VL.

*fulldre, fr. L. fullo, 'fuller', which is of uncer-

tain origin. It is perh. cogn. with Gk. cpaXo?,

'white', ME. balled, 'bald', orig. 'white'. See

bald and cp. words there referred to. Proven?.,

Catal. folar, Sp. hollar, 'to full', also derive fr,

VL. "fulldre. Cp. foil, 'to baffle', foulard.

Derivative : /H//-'«f, n.

fuller, n., one who fulls. — ME., fr. fultere, fr,

L. fullo, 'a fuller'. See full, 'to thicken (cloth)'.

fuller, n., a grooving tool. — Formed fr. full, 'to

make full' (see full, adj.), with agential suff. -er.

fulmar, n., an arctic sea bird resembling a gull.

- Compounded of ON. full, 'foul', and mar,

'sea mew'. See foul, adj., and mew.

fulminant, adj., fulminating, — L.fulmindns, gen.

-amis, pres. part, of fulmindre. See next word

and -ant.

fulminate, intr. v., to explode; tr. v., to cause to

explode; to denounce. — L. fulmindtus, pp. of

fulmindre, 'to lighten, to hurl lightnings', fr.

fulmen, gen. fulminis, 'lightning', which stands

for *fulg-men and is rel. to fulgere, 'to shine'. See

fulgent and verbal suff. -ate and cp. fulraine.

Derivatives : fulminat-ing , a.d}.,fulmination (q.v.),

fulminatory (q.v.)

fulminate, n., a salt of fulminic acid (chem.) —
See fulminic and chem. suff. -ate.



fulmination 628

fulmination, n. — L. fulmindtio, gen. -onis, fr.

fulmindtus, pp. of fulmindre. See fulminate v.,

and -ion.

fulminatory, adj. — F. fulminatoire, fr. fulminer,

'to fulminate', fr. L. fulmindre. See fulminate

and adj. sufF. -ory.

fulmine, intr. and tr. v., to fulminate {rare). —
F. fulminer, fr. L. fulmindre. See fulminate, v.

fulminic, adj., pertaining to the acid CNOH
{chem.) — Formed with suff. -ic fr. L. fulmen,

gen. fulminis, 'lightning' (see fulminate); so

called in allusion to its forming highly explosive

salts.

fulminous, adj., resembling lightning. — Formed
with suff. -ous fr. L. fulmen, ^sn. fulminis, 'light-

ning'. See fulminate, adj.

fulsome, adj., cloying; disgusting; offensive. —
Formed fr. full, adj., and -some; influenced in

meaning by ME. ful, 'foul'.

Derivatives: fuhome-ly, adv., fulsome-ness, n.

fulvous, adj., reddish yellow, tawny. — L. fulvus,

cogn. with L. fldvus, 'yellow'. See flavescent.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

fumade, fumado, n., a smoked and salted pil-

chard. — Sp. fumado, 'smoked', fr. L. fUmdtus,

pp. of fUmdre, 'to smoke'. See fume,

fumarole, n., a hole in a volcano whence fumes
issue. — F. fumerole, Frenchified fr. It. fuma-
ruolo, fr. Late L. fUmdriotum, 'a smoke hole',

fr. L. fUmdrium, 'a smoke chamber for aging

wine', fr. fumus. 'smoke'. See fume,

fumatorium, n., a place for smoking or fumigat-

ing. — ModL., fr. L. fumdtus, pp. offiimdre, 'to

smoke'. See fume and -orium.

fumatory, adj., pertaining to smoking; n., fuma-

torium. — See prec. word and adj., resp. subst.,

suff. -ory.

fumble, intr. v., to grope about; tr. v., to handle

awkwardly. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. Swed. and
dial. Norw. fumla, which are rel. to Du.fomme-
len, 'to grope'. The orig. meaning of these words
was 'to rub'. They are prob. of imitative origin.

Derivatives : fumble, n., fumbt-er, n., fumbl-ing,

n. and adj., fumbl-ing-ly, adv.

fume, n. — OF. fum, fr. L. fumus, 'smoke, steam,

vapor', whence also It. fumo, OProven?. fum,
Sp. humo. L. fumus is cogn. with OT. dhUmdh,
'smoke', OSlav. dyrnH, Lith. domai, Lett, di/mi

(pi.), OPruss. dumis, 'smoke', Mir. dumacha,
'fog', fr. dumhach, 'foggy', Gk. &i3|x6;, 'spirit,

mind, soul'; these words derive fr. I.-E. *dhu-

mo-s, fr. base *dheu-, 'to fly about like dust',

whence also OI. dhdnSli, 'shakes'. See thio- and
cp. words there referred to. Cp. also fumigate,

perfume, sfumato.

fume, intr. and tr. v. — F. fumer, fr. L. fiimdre,

'to smoke', fr. fumus. See fume, n.

Derivatives: fum-ed, adj., fum-er, n., fum-ing,
adj., fum-ing-ly, adv.

fumigate, tr. v., to disinfect with fumes. — L.

fUmigStus, pp. of fumigate, 'to smoke, fumi-

gate', lit. 'to cause to smoke', compounded of

fdmus, 'smoke, steam, vapor', and agere, 'to set

in motion, drive, lead; to do, act'. See fume, n.,

and agent, adj., and cp. the second element in

castigate and in words there referred to.

Derivatives: fumigation (q.v.), fumigat-or, n.,

fumigat-ory, adj.

fumigation, n.— OF. (= F.), fr. L. fUmigdtionem,

ace. offUmigdtid, 'a smoking', fr. fUmigdtus, pp. .

of fumigdre. See prec. word and -ion.

fumitory, n., a plant formerly used as an anti-

scorbutic. — ME., fr. OV.fumeterre, lit. 'smoke
of the earth', compounded of fume, 'smoke',

and terre, 'earth', fr. L. terra. See fume, n., and
terra,

fumous, adj., smoky. — L. fumosus, 'full of

smoke, smoky', fr. fdmus. See fume, n., and -ous.

Derivative: fumous-ly, adv.

fumy, adj., full of fumes; vaporous. — Formed
fr. fume, n., with adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: fumil-y, adv., fumi-ness, n.

fun, n. — Fr. obsol, E. fun, 'to trick', fr. ME.
fon, fonne, 'a fool', fr. fonnen, 'to make a fool

of. See fond, adj.

Derivatives: fun, intr. v., to cause fun, funny

(q.v.)

funambulist, n., a ropewalker.—A hybrid coined

fr. L. fdnis, 'rope', and ambuldre, 'to walk', and
Gk. suff. -tCT-rrii;. See funicular, amble and -ist.

Funaria, n., a genus of mosses (bot.) — ModL.,
fr. Late L. fundrius, 'pertaining to a rope', fr. L.

fdnis. See funicle and cp. prec. word.

function, n. — OF. function (F. fonction), fr. L.

fdnctionem, ace. of fUnctio, 'performance, exe-

cution', fr. functus, pp. of fungi, 'to perform,

execute, discharge', which is cogn. with OI.

bhundkti, bhunjati, 'enjoys, consumes', bhogafi,

'enjoyment'. Cp. fungible, defunct, perfunctory.

For the ending see suff. -ion.

Derivatives
:
/wncf/on, intr. v., function-al, adj.,

function-at-ly, adv., function-ary, adj., function-

ate, intr. v.

fund, n., stock of money. — F. fond, 'bottom,

foundation, basis', fr. L. fundus, 'bottom piece

of land, farm', which is metathesized fr. *fudnos

and cogn. with OI. budhndh, Gk. Tru<>(i,Yjv, 'foun-

dation, bottom', OE. botm, 'lowest part, depth,

bottom'. See bottom and cp. found, 'to establish',

fond, 'foundation', founder, 'to sink', profound,

fundament, latifundium.

Derivatives : fund, tr. \.,fund-ed, adj
. ,
fund-ing, n.

fundament, n. — ME. fondement, fr. OF. (= F.)

fondement, fr. L. funddmentum, 'foundation',

fr. funddre, 'to lay the bottom, found'. See fund

and -ment.

Derivatives: fundament-al, adj. and n., funda-

mental-ism, n., fundamental-ist, n., fundament-

al-ly, adv.

funebrial, adj., funereal. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. fdnebris, 'pertaining to a funeral',

which stands for *fiinesris, fr.fdnus, gen.funeris,

'funeral'. See funeral, n.

funeral, adj., pertaining to a funeral. — ML.
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fdnerdlis, fr. L.fdnus, gtn. fdneris. See funeral,n.

funeral, n., a burial. — OF. funeraille (F. fune-

railles), fr. ML. fOnerdlia, 'funeral rites', fr. L.

fUnus, gen. fUneris, 'burial, funeral', which

prob. stands for *dhewenos, 'that which pertains

to death', fr. I.-E. base *dhew-, *dheu-, 'to die',

whence also Goth, daups, 'dead', diwans,

'mortal'. See dead and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also funebrial.

funerary, adj., pertaining to a funeral. — L.

funerdrius, fr. funus, gen. funeris, 'burial, fun-

eral'. See funeral, n., and adj. suff. -ary.

funereal, adj., pertaining to a funeral; mournful.

— Coined by Pope fr. L. fUnereus, fr. funus, gen.

fdneris. See funeral, n.

Derivative: funereal-ly, adv.

fungible, adj., capable of being used in place of

another {law). — ML. fungibilis, fr. L. fungi,

'to perform, execute, discharge'. See function,

and -ible.

Derivative: fungible, n., a fungible thing.

fungicide, n., a substance that kills fungi. —
Compounded of fungus and L. -cida, 'killer', fr.

caedere, 'to kill'. See -cide, 'killer'.

fungiform, adj., having the form of a fungus. —
Compounded of fungus and forma, 'form,

shape'. See form, n.

fungoid, adj., resembling a fungus. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. fungus, 'mushroom', and Gk.

-ociSt)?, 'like', fr. etSo;, 'form, shape'. See

fungus and -oid.

fungosity, n., a fungoid excrescence. — Formed

fr. fungus with suff. -ity.

fungous, adj., spongy. — L. fungosus, 'spongy,

fungous', fr. fungus. See fungus and -ous.

fungus, n., any of a group of plants including

mushrooms, molds, mildews, etc. ; 2) {med.) a

spongy morbid growth. — L., 'mushroom', fr.

Att. Gk. aifOYYo?, corresponding to Gk. oTroy-

Yo;, 'sponge'. For the change of Gk. 09 to /in

Latin cp. L. fides, 'gut string; lyre, lute' (if it

derives fr. Gk. acptSe?, 'sausage'). Cp. sponge.

Derivative : /tt/ig^«i-y, adj.

funicle, n., a small cord. — L. funiculus, dimin.

of fdnis, 'rope', which prob. stands for *dhu-

nis and is cogn. with Gk. dio(jiiY5, S-wjii^, 'rope,

cord'. Cp. Funaria and the first element in

funambulist. For the ending see suff. -cle.

funicular, adj., pertaining to a rope or cord. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ar fr. L. funiculus, 'a

small rope'. See prec. word.

funk, n., cowardice, panic (colloq.) — Perh. fr.

Flemish /o/icA:, 'perturbation'.

Derivatives: funk, intr. and tr. v., funk-y, adj.,

funk-i-ness, n.

fimnel, n. — ME. fonel, fr. OProven?. founhil,

enfounhil, fi. Late L. fundibulum, short for L.

infundibulum, 'funnel', lit. 'instrument for pour-

ing into', fr. infundere, 'to pour into', fr. in-,

in', and fundere, to pour'. See found, 'to cast',

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative :/«nrte/, intr. andtr. v.

funny, adj., amusing. — Formed with adj. suff.

-y from the noun fun.

Derivatives :/«/i«i-/>', adv., funni-ment, n.,funni-

ness, n.

funny, n., a small rowboat. — Prob. fr. prec.

word.

fur, n. — ME. forre, furre, 'fur', orig. 'covering',

fr. furren, 'to cover'. See fur, v.

fur, tr. V. — ME. furren, fr. OF. forrer (F. four-

rer), 'to cover', fr. OF. fuerre, forre, 'sheath,

case, covering' (whence OF. furrel, F. fourreau,

of s.m.), fr. Frankish *f6dr, which corresponds

to OHG. fotar, fuolar, 'a cover, coverlet'. Cp.

It. fodera, 'covering, hning, sheathing', which

is also a Teut. loan word, and see fother.

Derivatives : furr-ed, a&].,furri-er, n.,furri-er-ed,

adj., furri-ery, n., furr-ing, n., furr-y, adj., furr-

i-ly, adv., furr-i-ness, n.

furan, furane, furfuran, furfurane, n., a colorless

liquid, C4H4O (chem.) — Formed fr. L. furfur,

'bran' (see furfur), with suff. -an, resp. -ane.

furbelow, n., a flounce.— Folk-etymological cor-

ruption of Franco-Proven?, farbella, 'fringe,

lace' (whence also F. falbala), which is of imi-

tative origin. Cp. falbala.

Derivative : /iv^6e/oM'-erf, adj.

furbish, tr. v., to polish.— ME. forbischen, fr.OF.

forbiss-, furbiss- (F. fourbiss-), pres. part, stem

of forbir (F. fourbir), 'to polish, burnish, fur-

bish', which is of Teut. origin; cp. OHG. furban,

MHG. fiirben, 'to polish'. It. forbire and

OProven?. forbir are of the same origin and

meaning as OF. forbir.

furca, n., a fork; a process resembling a fork

{zool.) — L. See fork and cp. next word.

furcate, adj., forked.— ML. furcdtus, fr. L. furca,

'fork'. See fork and adj. suff. -ate and cp. bi-

furcate.

Derivatives: furcate, intr. \., furcat-ion, n.

furcula, n., the clavicular bone of a bird, the wish-

bone (zool.) — L., 'a forked prop', dimin. of

furca, 'fork' (see fork); so called from its

forked shape.

furfur, n., dandruff, scurf. — L., 'bran, scurf,

of uncertain origin. It stands perh. for *for-for,

and was formed by reduplication and vowel

gradation fr. I.-E. base *gher-, 'to rub', whence

Gk. x^vSpo? (dissimilated fr. orig. *xp6vSpo(;),

'com, grain, groat', OE. grindan, 'to grind'. See

grind and cp. chondro-.

furfuraceous, adj., scurfy. — Late L. furfurdceus,

'resembling bran', fr. L. furfur. See furfur and

-aceous.

furfural, n. — The same as furfurol.

fiirfiiran, furfurane, n.—The same as furan, furane.

fiirfurol, n., a volatile oil, CSH4O2 (chem.) —
Compounded of L. furfur, 'bran', and oleum,

'oil' (see furfur and -ol, 'oil'); so called because

it is easily obtained by distilling bran.

furibund, adj., furious {rare). — L. furibundus,

'raging, furious', fr. furere, 'to rage, be mad'.

Seefiiiy.
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Furies, n. pi., the three avenging spirits Alecto,

Tisiphone and Megaera; the Erinyes (Greek and

Roman mythoL) — L. Furiae, pi. of Furia, per-

sonification oi furia, 'fury'. See fury.

furious, adj. — OF. furieus (F. furieux), fr. L.

furiosus, 'full of rage or madness', fr. furia. See

fury and -ous.

Derivatives
:
/«n'o«5-/)', sidv., furious-ness, n.

furl, tr. v., to roll up. — F. ferler, 'to furl', of un-

certain origin. It derives perh. fr. OF. ferle,

'branch, staff, rod', fr. L. ferula. See ferule.

Derivatives: /«/-/, n., furl-er, n.

furlong, n., a measure of distance equal to 220

yards. — ME. furlang, furlong, fr. OE. furlang,

"length of a furrow', compounded offurh, 'fur-

row', and lang, 'long'. See furrow and long, adj.

furlough, n., leave of absence. — Earlier E. fur-

loff. fr. Du. verlof, which is formed fr. ver-,

'for-' and lof, 'leave, permission', and is rel.

to MLG. vorlof, 'leave, permission'. Late MHG.
verlouben, 'to permit', G. Verlaub, 'leave, per-

mission'. See for- and leave.

Derivatives :/ur/o«g^/!, tr. v., furlough-ed, adj.

furmety, n. — See frumenty.

furnace, n. - ME. forneis, fornais, fr. OF. fornais

(a collateral form of fornaise, whence F. four-

naise), fr. L. fornacem, ace. o{ fornax, 'furnace,

oven', fr. fornus (also funnis), 'oven', which is

rel. to L. formus and cogn. with Gk. &ep[jL6?,

OE. wearm, 'warm'. See warm and cp. Fornax,

fornicate, Furnarius, homito. Cp. also therm.

Derivatives : furnace, tr. v., furnac-er, n.

furnacite, n., a lead copper chrom-arsenate {min-

eral.) - Formed with subst. suff. -ite (r.furnax,

erroneous form for L. fornax, 'furnace' (see

furnace); so called after the colonial governor

Lucien Fourneau (fr. fourneau, 'furnace').

Furnariidae, n. pi., a family of South American

birds, the ovenbirds (ornithol.) — ModL.,
formed with suff. -idae fr. Furnarius (q.v.)

Furnarius, n., the type genus of birds of the family

Furnariidae {ornithol.) — ModL., fr. L. fur-

narius, 'baker', fr. furnus. 'oven'. See furnace

and 2nd -ary.

furnish, tr. and intr. v. - OF. forniss-, furniss-

(F. fourniss-), pres. part, stem of fornir, furnir

(F. fournir), fr. orig. *furmir (cp. AF. furmir),

tV. OHG. frumjan, 'to do, execute, provide',

which is rel. to OE. fremman. 'to further'. See

from, frame and verbal suff. -ish and cp. veneer.

Cp. also perform.

Derivatives :/«r»/sA, n., furnish-ed, adj., furnish-

er, r\., furnish-ing, n., furnish-ment, n.

furniture, n. — F. fournilure, fr. fournir, 'to fur-

nish'. See prec. word and -ure.

furor, n., i) craze, rage; 2) general enthusiasm.—
L. furor, 'rage, madness', fr. furere, 'to rage,

be mad'. See fury.

furore, n., furor (2nd sense). — It., fr. L. furorem,

ace. of furor. See prec. word.

farrow, n. — ME. forow, forgh, furgh, fr. OE.
furh, rel. to ON. for, 'furrow, drainage ditch',

Dan. fure, Swed. fdra, MDu. vore, Du. voor,

OFris. furch, OHG. furuh, furh, MHG. furch,

G. Furche, 'furrow', fr. I.-E. base *ptJi.-, whence
also L. porca, 'ridge between two furrows'

(whence porculetum, 'a field divided into beds'),

Gaul.-L. *rica, 'furrow' (whence F. raie, OPro-
veng. rega), Olr. -rech (in compounds), W. rhych,

'furrow', OBret. rec, 'I plow'. Cp. furlong. Cp.

also porcate.

Derivatives: furrow, tr. v., furrow-ing, n.

further, adj. — ME. farther, further, fr. OE.
furdra, fr. furdor, 'further', adv.; rel. to OS.

furthor, 'further', adv., OHG. furdir, MHG.
viirder, G. furder, 'further', adv., and to OHG.
fordar, MHG., G. vorder, 'forward, foremost',

and cogn. with Gk. Trpo-rEpoi;, 'former'. See forth

and -ther and cp. furthest. Cp. also farther.

further, adv. — ME. forthere, furthere, fr. OE,

furdor, fordor, compar. offord. See further, adj.

further, tr. v. — ME. forthren, furthren, fr. OE.
fyrdran, 'to advance, further, promote', rel. to

MLG. vorderen, OHG. furdiran, MHG. viirdern,

G.fordern, of s.m., and to OE. furdra, 'further'.

See further, adj., and cp. afford.

Derivatives: further-ance, n., furlher-er, n.

furthest, adj. and adv. — Superl. formed on ana-

logy of the comparative further. Cp. far,

farthest.

furtive, adj., stealthy. — F. furtif (fern, furtive),

fr. L. fUrtivus, 'stolen ; concealed, secret', rel. to

fUrtum, 'theft', fr. fUr, 'thief, which is cogn.

with Gk. 9cop, 'thief, prop, 'he who carries

(things) away', and stands in gradational relat-

ionship to L. ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See bear,

'to carry', and -ive, and cp. ferret, 'the animal',

furuncle, and the first element in Phoradendron.

For sense development cp. Ol. bhdrah, 'robbery',

and MPers. hurt, 'stolen', which are from the

same base.

Derivatives
:
/ur/iVe-/)', adv., furtive-ness, n.

furuncle, n., a boil. — L.fHrunculus, 'a petty thief;

a boil, furuncle', dimin. offUr, 'thief. See prec.

word and -cle.

furuncular, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ar fr.

L. fUruncuhis. See prec. word.

furunculosis, n., condition marked by being af-

fected with furuncles (med.) — A hybrid coined

fr. L. furunculus (see fiu-uncle) and -osis, a suff.

of Greek origin.

furunculous, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr.

L. furunculus. See furuncle.

fury, n. — F. furie, fr. L. furia, 'rage, madness',

fr. furo, furere, 'to rage, be mad', which prob.

stands for *dhusd and is cogn. with Gk. Oieiv,

Lesb. WiEiv,Gk. ^'jii^stv, 'to rage', SuTa, Qxii&q,

'bacchante', Gk. Mecv, 'to tacrifice', prop, 'to

cause to smoke'. See thio- and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also Furies, furor.

furze, n., a spiny evergreen plant; also called

whin or gorse. — ME. firse, fr. OE. fyrs, cogn.

with Gk. TOJpAi;, 'com, wheat', OSlav. pyro,

'spelt', Russ. pyrej, Czech pyr, 'couch grass',
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Lith. purai (pi.), 'wheat'. Cp. pyrene, 'stone of

a drupelet'.

Derivatives: furz-ed, adj., furz-ery, n., furz-y,

fusain, n., fine charcoal used in drawmg. — F.,

'the spindle tree, charcoal made from spindle

wood', fr. L. fOsus, 'spindle'. See fuse, 'tube'.

Fusarium, n., a genus of imperfect fungi (bat.)—
ModL., fr. L. fOsus, 'spindle'. See fuse, 'tube'.

fuscous, adj., dark-colored.— \..fuscus (fr. *dhus-

qo-), 'dark, swarthy', rel. to h.furvus (fr. *dhus-

WO-), 'dark, brown, swarthy', and cogn. with

01. dhOsarah, 'dust-colored', OE. dose, dox,

'dusk'. See dusk and cp. infuscate, obfuscate.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

fuse, tr. and intr. v., to melt, dissolve. — L. fOsus,

pp. of fundere, 'to pour, melt'. See found, 'to

cast', and cp. infuse, profuse, refuse, transfuse.

Cp. also fuse, 'tube', and words there referred to.

Derivatives: fusible (q.v.), fus-ing, n.

fuse, n., a tube filled with explosive material. —
It. fuso, 'spindle', fr. L. fusus, of s.m., which

prob. derives fr. fOsus, pp. offundere, 'to pour'.

See fuse, v., and cp. fusain, Fusaria, fusee, fuse-

lage, fusil (her.), Fusus. For sense development

cp. Gk. a(p6v8uXo?, 'spindle, circular whorl,

vertebra', which is rel. to a<pev86vT), 'sling'.

fusee, n., i) a kind of wooden match; 2) a conical

wheel of a clock or watch, on which the chain

is wound; 3) a flare used as a railroad signal;

4) a bony growth on a horse's leg. — F. fusee,

'spindleful', fr. ML.fOsata, fr. \.. fusus, 'spindle'.

See prec. word.

fuselage, n., the body of an airplane. — F., fr.

fusil, 'spindle', fr. OF. fusel (F. fuseau). See

fusil (her) and -age.

fusel oil, an oily liquid of unpleasant odor (chem.)

— G. Fusel, 'a bad liquor', fr. L.fOsilis, 'mohen,

liquid', fr. fOsus, pp. of fundere, 'to pour'. See

found, 'to cast'.

fusibility, n. — F. fusibilite, fr. fusible. See next

word and -ity.

fusible, adj., that which can be fused. — F., fr.

L, fOsus, pp. of fundere, 'to pour'. See fuse, 'to

melt', and -ible.

Derivatives
:
/«ii6te-neji, n.,fusibl-y, adv.

fusiform, adj., spindle-shaped. — Compounded

of L. fOsus, 'spindle', and forma, 'form, shape'.

See fiise, 'tube', and form, n.

fusil, n., a flintlock musket. — F., 'musket, gun,

rifle', orig. 'steel for striking sparks', fr. OF.

foisil.fuisil, fr. VL. *focUis (soil petra), '(stone)

producing fire' (whence also It. fucile, OPro-

ven?. fozil, 'musket, gun, rifle'), fr. L. focus,

'hearth'. See focos.

Derivative: fusil-ly, adv.

fusa, n., a lozengelike figure (her.) — OF. fusel

(F. fuseau), 'spindle*, dimin. fomKd fir. L. fusus,

'spindle'. See fuse, 'tube'.

{ibU, liMile, adj., molten, fluid. — L. fusUis, fr.

fusus, pp. of fundere, 'to pour*. See found, 'to

cast', and -Be and cp. fuse, *to melt'.

Fusus

fusilier, fusileer, n., a soldier belonging to one

of those British regiments that were formerly

armed with fusils. — Orig. 'a soldier armed

with a fusil'; F. fusilier, fr. fusil. See fusil,

'musket', and -ier, -eer.

fusillade, n., rapid and continuous fire from many

firearms. — P., fr. fusilier, 'to shoot', fr. fusil.

See fusil, 'musket', and -ade.

Derivative: fusillade, tr. v.

fusion, n. — L. fOsio, gen. -onis, 'a pouring out',

fr. fOsus, pp. of fundere, 'to pour'. See found,

'to cast', and cp. fuse, 'to melt'. Cp. also foison,

which is a doublet offusion.

Derivatives: fusion-al, adj., fusion-ism, n.,

fusion-ist, n.

fuss, n., bustle. — Prob. of imitative origin.

Derivatives: fuss, intr. and tr. v., fuss-y, adj.,

fuss-i-ly, adv., fuss-i-ness, n.

fust,n., I) the shaft of a column (archil.); 2) a

strong moldy smell. — OF. fust (F. fat), 'shaft,

cask', fr. L. fOstis, 'stick, staff, cudgel, club',

whence also It. fusto, 'stem, staUc, trunk',

OProveng. fust, 'staff, cask'. L. fiistis cor-

responds to Gaul. *biistis, 'trunk of a tree'

(whence OProveng. bust, of s.m.). For Teut.

cognates of L. fiistis see bush and cp. words

there referred to. E. beat is not cognate. Cp.

fustian, fustigate.

Derivatives: fust-y, adj., moldy, fust-i-ness, n.

fustanella, n., a short skirt of stiffened linen.— F.

fustanelle, fr. It. fustanella, dimin. of fustagno,

fr. ModGk. (pouordvi, fr. ML. fustdneum. See

next word and -ella.

fustian, n., thick cloth ofcotton.— Orig. 'a coarse

cloth of cotton', fr. ME. fustyane, ft. OF. fus-

taigne, fustaine (F. futaine), ft. ML. fustaneum,

translation of Septuagint Greek Xiva ^ilXiva,

'cotton of wood', i.e. 'tissue of cotton coming

from a tree'. Fustdneum is prop, an adjective

formed from L. fiistis, 'stick, staff'; see fust.

For sense development cp. G. Baumwolle, 'cot-

ton', ht. 'wool of a tree', and the explanation of

ML. xylinum (= Gk. ^liXtvov) as Idna de ligno,

'wool coming from wood'. Arabic fushtdn is a

Romance loan word. The usual derivation of

fustian fr. Fostat, name of a suburb of Cairo, is

untenable. Cp. fustanella.

Derivative: /ui/KWi, adj.

ftstic, n., the wood of a Mexican tree (Chloro-

phora tinctoria) and the yellow dye it yields. —
Sp. fustoc, fr. Arab, fustuq, fr. Pers. pistah. See

pistachio.

fustigate, tr. v., to cudgel. — L. fUstlgdtus, pp.

of fUstigdre, 'to cudgel', which is formed on

analogy of castigare, 'to chastise', fr. fustis,

'staff, cudgel', and agere, 'to set in motion,

drive, lead; to do, act'. See fust and agent and

cp. castigate and the compound words there

referred to.

Derivatives: fustigat-ion, n., fustigat-or, n.,

fiatigat-ory, adj.

Ftaans, n., a genus of marine snails (zool.) — L.
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fusus, 'a spindle' (see fuse, 'tube') ; so called in

allusion to the spindle-shaped shell.

futchel, futchell, n., a timber supporting the shafts

of a carriage. — Of unknown origin.

futharc, futhorc, n., the runic alphabet. — So
called from the first six letters f, u, p {= th), a
(or o), r, c.

futile, adj., i) vain; 2) trifling. — F., fr. L./utilis,

'that which easily pours out; brittle; worthless',

rel. to flitis, 'pitcher', fr. base *ihu-, 'to pour'.

See found, 'to cast', and -He.

Derivatives
:
/ufiVe-/)', Adv., futile-ness, n.

futility, n. — F. futilite, fr. L. futilitatem, ace. of

futilitas, 'worthlessness', fr. futilis. See futile

and -ity.

futtock, n., one of the crooked timbers of a ship.

— Prob. corrupted fr. foot hook.

future, adj. — OF. (= ¥.) futur, fern, future, fr.

L. fiitiirus, 'about to be', used as fut. part, of

esse, 'to be'. See be and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: future, n., future-less, adj., futur-

ity, n.

futurism, n., a modem movement in art, literature

and music, emphasizing originality. — It. futu-
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rismo, lit. 'the movement considering the future'

;

coined by its founder, the Italian poet and
writer Filippo Tommaso Marinetti (1876- 1944)
in 1909 fr. L. fiitiirus, 'future', and suff. -ismo

(fr. L. -ismus). See future and -ism.

futurist, n., an adherent of futurism; adj., per-

taining to futurism or futurists. — See prec.

word and -ist.

futwa, also fetwa, n., a judicial sentence pro-

nounced by a mufti. — Arab, fatwd, fr. fata,

'he decided, declared'. Cp. mufti.

fuzz, n., light particles or fibers. — Prob. back
formation fr. fuzzy.

fuzzy, adj., covered with fuzz; fluffy. — LG.
fussig, 'weak, loose, spongy' ; rel. to Du. voos,

'spongy'.

Derivatives
:
/ttZ2(-/)', adv.,fuzzi-ness, n.

-fy, suff. meaning 'to make into'. — F. -fier, fr.

L. -ficdre, fr. -ficus, fr. -ficere, unstressed form
of facere, 'to make, do'. See -fie, -fication.

fylfot, n., the swastika. — Prob. for fill- foot and
orig. denoting the device that fills the foot of

a painted window.

fytte, n. — A var. of fit, 'division of a song'.

G

I

gab, intr. v., to chatter. — Of imitative origin.

Cp. gabble.

Derivative: gab, n., idle talk.

gabardine, n. — See gaberdine,

gabble, intr. v., to chatter, talk rapidly; tr. v.,

to utter rapidly. — Freq. of gab. Cp. gobble, 'to

make the noise of a turkey'.

Derivatives: gabble, n., gabbl-er, n.

gabbro, n., a basic igneous rock {geoQ — It.

(Tuscan), fr. L. glaber, 'bare, smooth, bald'.

See glabrous,

gabelle, n., i) a tax levied in certain countries;

2) specif, a tax on salt levied in France before

the Revolution of 1789. — F., 'tax on salt', fr.

It. gabella, fr. Arab, qabdla", 'tax', lit. 'receipt',

fr. qdbala, 'he received, accepted', which is rel.

to Heb. qibbel, 'he received, accepted'. See

cabal.

gaberdine, gabardine, n., a long, loose gown;

specif, a gown worn esp. by Jews in the Middle

Ages. — Sp. gabardina, lit. 'pilgrims frock', fr.

MHG. wallevart (G. Wallfahrt), 'pilgrimage',

which is compounded of MHG. wallen (fr.

OHG. wallon), 'to roam, wander', and OHG.,

MHG. vart, 'journey', fr. OHG. faran, 'to go'.

The first element is rel. to OE. wealtian, 'to

wander', OHG. wadal, wadol, MLG. wadel, OE.

wadol, 'full moon', and prob. also to OHG.
wadal, MHG. wadel, wedel, G. Wedel, 'tail,

duster, fan'. For the second element see fare, v.

gabion, n., a basket of wickerwork. — F., fr. It.

gabbione, augment, of gabbia, fr. L. cavea, 'an

excavated place, cavity, cage'. See cage.

Derivatives: gabion, tr. v., gabion-ed, adj.

gabionade, n., embankment made with gabions

(fort.) — F. gabionnade, fr. gabionner, 'to cover

with gabions', fr. gabion. See prec. word

and -ade.

gabionage, n., gabions (taken in a collective

sense). — F. gabionnage, fr. gabionner. See prec.

word and -age.

gable, n., the triangular upper part of a wall at

the end of a ridged roof. — ME., fr. OF. gable,

fr. ON. gafl, which is rel. to MDu. ghevel, Du.

gevel, OHG. gibil, MHG. gibel, G. Giebel,

Goth, gibla, 'gable', OHG. gibilla, OS. gibitlia,

'skull', OE. gafol, OS. gafala, Du. gaffel, OHG.
gabala, MHG. gabele, gabel, 'pitchfork', G.

Gabel, 'fork*, for I.-E. *gheb¥l, whence also

Olr. gabul, 'forked twig, fork', W. gafl, 'fork',

Toch. A spat-, 'head', Gk. xeipaXrj, 'head'. See

cephalic and cp. gaflSe.

Derivatives: gabl-ed, adj., goblet (q.v.)

gablet, n., a small gable-shaped ornament. —
Formed fr. gable with dimin. sufif. -et.

Gabriel, i) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, name of an

angel. — Heb. GabhrVdl, lit. 'man of God', fr.

gebher, 'man', and El, 'God'. Heb. gebher

derives from the base of the verb gdbhdr, 'was

strong', whence also gibbSr, 'strong, mighty;

hero', g^bhir, 'lord', g^bhlrd'^, g%hereth, 'lady,

queen*, g^bhUrd", 'strength, might'. Cp. the

related words: Aram.-Syr. ^*6Ad/-, 'was mighty',

gdbhdr, gabhrd, 'man', Syr. gabbdr, 'hero',

Arab, jabr, 'a strong, young man', jabbdr,

'tyrant', Akkad. gapru, 'strong', Ethiop. gabdra,

'he acted'. For the first element cp. gibbar, for

the second see El.

gaby, n., a foolish person. — Prob. related to

gape and assimilated in form to baby,

gad, interj. — Used as a var. of God.

Gad, n., in the Bible: i) son of Jacob and Zilpah;

2) the tribe descended from him. — Heb. Gddh,

fr. gddh, 'fortune', which is rel. to Aram.-Syr.

gaddd, Arab, jadd, of s.m. See the explanation

of the name in Gen. 30 ; n

.

gad, intr. v., to rove about. — Perh. back forma-

tion fr. obsol. gadling, 'companion', fr. ME.
gadeling, fr. OE. giedeling. See gather,

gad, n., a bar, rod. — ME. gad, gadd, 'a goad',

fr. ON. gaddr, 'spike, sting, nail'. See yard,

'unit of length', and cp. gadfly,

gaddi, guddy, guddee, n., a cushion serving as a

throne, a throne {India). — Hind, gaddi.

gadfly, n. — Lit. 'a goading fly', compounded of

gad, 'bar', and fly, n.

gadget, n., any small ingenious device. — Of un-

certain origin.

Gadidae, n. pi., a family of fishes (ichthyol.) —
ModL., formed with suff". -idae fr. gadus, 'cod'.

See Gadus.

gadoid, adj., pertaining to the family Gadidae. —
A hybrid coined fr. ModL. gadus, 'cod', and

Gk. -oeiSt)?, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See

Gadus and -old and cp. prec. word.

gadolinia, n., gadolinium oxide (chem.)— ModL.,
named by the French chemist Paul-£mile Lecoq

de Boisbaudran (1838-1912); so called by him
because it was discovered in the mineral gado-

linite. For the ending of gadolinia see -ia.

gadolinite, n., a silicate of iron, yttrium, cerium,

erbium, beryllium, etc. (mineral.) — Named
after its discoverer, the Finnish mineralogist

Johan Gadolin (1760-1852). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

gadolinium, n., a rare metallic element (chem.)

— ModL. See gadolinia. For the ending of

gadolinium see suff. -ium.

Derivative: gadolin-ic, adj.

gadroon, also spelled godroon, n., a kind of fluting;

a notched molding. — F. godron, 'gadroon',

orig. written goderon, formed with dimin. suff.

-eron, fr. godet, 'bowl, cup, mug; fold, crease',

which derives fr. MDu. coi4fe,'cylindriform piece
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of wood'. For change of meaning cp. G. Hum-
pen, 'piece of wood', later used in the sense of

'goblet, hanap'.

Gadus, n., the genus of codfishes (ichthyol.) —
ModL., 'cod', fr. Gk. jASoq, 'a kind of fish',

which is of uncertain origin.

Gaea, Gaia, n., the earth as a goddess (Greek

mythol.) — Gk. FaTa, personification of yattx,

'earth', a collateral form of yTJ, Dor. ya, Cypr.

^5, 'earth'; of uncertain origin. Cp. geo-, Epi-

gaea, epigeous.

Gaekwar, Gaikwar, n., title of the Marathi rulers

of Baroda, India.— Marathi Gaekvdd, lit. 'cow-

herd', fr. OI. gduh, gen. goh, 'ox'. See cow and

cp. gaur, Gautama, the first element in gopura

and the second element in nilgai.

Gael, n,, a Scottish or Irish Celt. — Gael. Gaid-

heal, corresponding to Ir. Gaedheal. Cp. L.

Gallus, 'a Gaul' (see Gallic). Cp. also Goidelic.

Derivatives: Gael-ic, adj. and n.

gaff, n., a fishing hook. — F. gaffe, fr. OProveng.

gaf, which is prob. of Gothic origin.

Derivative: gaff, tr. v., to strike with a gaff'.

gaff, n., place of amusement for the lowest classes

(English Slang). — Prob. fr. prec. word and

orig. denoting a place where fish are gaffed.

gaffer, n., an old man, esp. an old rustic. —
Corrupted fr. grandfather. Cp. gammer.

gaffle, n., a lever for bending a crossbow. — Du.

gaffel, 'fork', rel. to OE. gafol, 'pitchfork'. See

gable.

gag, tr. and intr. v. — ME. gaggen, 'to choke,

strangle', imitative of the sound of choking.

Derivatives: gag, n., gagg-er, n., gagg-ery, n.

gage, n., pledge, security.— ME., fr. OF. ^«a^e,

gage (F. gage), fr. Frankish *w>adi, 'pledge',

which is rel. to Goth, wadi, OE. wedd, 'pledge'.

It. gaggio and Sp. and Port, gage are French

loan words. See wage and cp. wed. Cp. also the

second element in mortgage.

gage, tr. v., to offer as pledge. — F, gager, fr.

gage. See gage, 'pledge', and cp. engage.

gage, n., a variety of plum. — See greengage.

gage, n. — See gauge.

gageite, n., a hydrous silicate of magnesium,

manganese and zinc (mineral.)— Named after

R. B. Gage of Trenton, New Jersey. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

gaggle, intr. v., to cackle. — Of imitative origin.

Cp. Du. gagelen, gaggelen, 'to cackle, chatter',

G. gackern, 'to gaggle'; cp. also ON. gaggl,

'flock of geese', and E. giggle.

Derivative: gaggle, n., a flock of geese.

gahnite, n., a pure zinc aluminate, ZnAl204 (min-

eral.) — Named after the Swedish chemist and

mineralogist Johan Gottlieb Gahn (1745-1818).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Gaia, n. — See Gaea.

gaiety, n. — F. gaiete, fr. gai, 'gay'. See gay

and -ty.

GalUardla, n., a genus of plants of the family

Carduaceae (tot.) — ModL., named after the

French botanist Gaillard de Charontonneau
in 1788. For the ending see suff'. -ia.

gaily, also spelt gayly, adv. — Formed fr. gay

with adv. suff. -ly.

gain, tr. v., to earn; to win; intr. v., to profit. —
F. gagner, fr. OF. gaaignier, 'to win', fr. Frank-

ish *waidanj'an, 'to provide oneself with food',

which is rel. to OHG. weida, 'pasture, grazing,

food; pasture land', weidanon, 'to search for

food, to hunt', OE. wa(>, 'hunting', ON. veidr,

'hunting; catch of fish', fr. I.-E. base *wei-,

'to strive after', whence also L. venari, 'to hunt'.

See venery, 'hunting'.

Derivatives: gain-er, n., gain-ing, n.

gain, n., profit. — F., fr. OF. gaain, fr. gaaignier.

See gain, v.

Derivatives: gain-ful, gain-less, adjs.

gainly, adj., shapely; comely. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ly fr. obsol. E. gain, 'graceful, suitable,

kindly', fr. ME. gayn, geyn, 'direct, ready, con-

venient', fr. ON. gegn, of s.m, See again.

gainsay, tr. v., to contradict. — ME. geinseien,

lit. 'to say against', fr. ON. gegn, 'against'

(which is rel. to OE. gegn-, gean-, 'against'), and

ME. seggen, seien, 'to say'. See again and say, v.

gainst, prep. — Aphetic for against.

gait, n., manner of walking.— ME. gate, 'a way'.

See gate, 'passage'.

Derivatives: gait, tr. v., gait-ed, adj.

gaiter, n., covering for the lower leg. — F. guetre,

prob. fr. Frankish *wrist, 'instep', which is rel.

to MHG. riste, 'back of the hand ; instep', and

to OE. wrist. See wrist.

Derivative: gaiter-ed, adj.

gala, n., festival; celebration. — F., fr. Sp. gala

(in vestido de gala, 'robe of state'), fr. Arab.

khil'a'', 'robe of honor presented by oriental

rulers to their favorites'. Cp. gallant and words

there referred to.

Derivative: gala, adj., festive.

galact-, form of galacto- before a vowel.

galactagogue, adj., promoting the secretion of

milk. — Lit. 'leading milk'; compounded of

galact- and Gk. ixywfii;, 'leading', fr. Syeiv, 'to

lead'. See -agogue.

Galactia, n., a genus of plants, the milk pea

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ydXa, gen. ya^'axro?,

'milk'. See next word.

galactic, adj., pertaining to the Milky Way
(astron.) — Gk. yaXixy.':i.y.6(;, 'milky', fr. -j-oXa,

gen. ydcXaxTO?, 'milk', which is cogn. with L.

lac (for *glac-t), 'milk'. See lacteal, adj., and

-ic and cp. galaxy and the second element in

Omithogalum. Cp. also lactic, lettuce.

galacto-, before a vowel galact-, combining form

meaning 'milk*.— Fr. Gk. yiiXa, gen. yoXaxToi;,

'milk'. See prec. word.

galactometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the purity of milk. — Compounded of galacto-

and Gk. (jtirpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm', and cp. lactometer.

galactonlc, adj., pertaining to a crystalline acid,

635
Galinsoga

CHjOH(CHOH)4COjH (chem.) — Coined fr.

combining form galact- and suff. -onic. Cp.

talose.

galactophorous, adj., conveying milk. — Com-

pounded of galacto- and Gk. -96poc, 'bearing'.

See -phorous.

galactopoietic, adj., producing milk. — Com-

pounded of galacto- and Gk. ttoivitixo!;, 'cap-

able of making, productive'. See -poietic.

galactorrhea, galactorrhoea, n., an excessive flow

of milk. — Compounded of galacto- and Gk.

-ppoia, 'flow, flowing'. See -rrhea.

galactose, n., a crystalline sugar (chem.) —
Formed fr. galact- with subst. suff". -ose. Cp.

tagatose.

Galago, n., a genus of African lemurs (zool.) —
ModL., from native African name.

galangale, n. — See galingale.

Galanthus, n., a genus of plants, the snowdrop

(6of.)— ModL., lit. 'milk flower', fr. Gk. yaXa,

'milk', and av»o<;, 'flower'. See galactic and

anther,

galantine, n., veal, chicken or other meat, boned

and served cold. — F., fr. ML. galatlna, assimil.

fr. gelatina, fr. L. gelatus, 'frozen', pp. ofgeldre,

'to cause to freeze', fr. gelH, 'frost'. See jelly,

galanty show, pantomime produced by throwing

shadows of puppets on a wall or screen. — It.

galante, 'gallant'. See gallant.

Galatea, n., a sea nymph in Greek mythology. —
L., fr. Gk. FaXaTsia.

galatea, n., a cotton fabric of superior quality

used for children's sailor suits. — So called

from Galatea, name of a British warship. For

the origin of this name see prec. word.

Galatian, adj., pertaining to Galatia, in Asia

Minor. — Formed with suff". -an fr. L. Galatia,

fr. Gk, TaXaTia, 'Galatia'.

Galax, n., a genus of plants of the family Dia-

pensiaceae (6or.)— ModL., fr. Gk. Ya>^a, 'milk'.

See galactic and cp. Galactia, galaxy.

galaxy, n., the Milky Way. — F. galaxie, fr. L.

galaxias, fr. Gk. yaXa^ia? (scil. y.'jxXo;), 'the

Milky Way' (lit. 'the Milky Circle'), fr. yxKix,

gen. yaXaxTO!;, 'milk'. Sec galactic,

galbanum, n., a bad-smelling gum resin. — L.,

fr. Gk. y_ny.<^i.vr„ fr. Aram, halhdn, fr. Heb.

helb^nd'', 'galbanum', fr. hilebh, 'fat', which is

rel. to Aram.-Syr. helhd, Arab, hilb, 'fat'. Cp.

jaundice.

gale, n., an aromatic shrub. — ME. ga-nel, fr.

OE. gagel, 'sweet gale', rel. to Du., MHG., G.

gagel, 'sweet gale' ; of uncertain origin.

gale, n., a strong wind. — Of uncertain origin.

It is perh. rel. to Dan. gal, 'furious', and to Norw.

galen, of s.m. (this latter is often used of the

weather), and also to OE. galan, 'to sing', giellan,

'to scream, cry'. See yell and cp. the last element

in nightingale,

gale, n., a periodical payment of rent (rare).—
Contraction of gavel, 'tribute'.

galea, n., a helmet-shaped structure (zool. and

bot.) — L., 'helmet', borrowed fr. Gk. yalir,,

Att. yixkT], 'weasel, polecat, marten'. The phases

of sense development seem to have been:

i) weasel; 2) weasel's skin or hide; 3) leather;

4) helmet made of leather. Gk. yaXsT] is prob.

cogn. with 01. girih, girika, 'mouse', L. glis,

'dormouse'. Cp. galley. Cp. also Glires, loir,

galeated, adj., covered with a helmet-shaped

structure. — L. gatedtus, pp. of galedre, 'to

cover with a helmet', fr. galea. See galea and

adj. suff. -ate and -ed.

galeeny, n., a guinea fowl (dial. E.) — Sp. gallina

(Morisca), '(Moorish) hen', fr. L, gallina, 'hen'.

See gallinaceous,

galeiform, adj., helmet-shaped. — Compounded

of L. galea, 'helmet', a.nd forma, 'form, shape'.

See galea and form, n.

Galen, n., a physician (facet.) — See Galenic,

galena, n., native lead sulfide. — L., first men-

tioned by Pliny. Galena is a foreign, prob.

Etruscan, word, and has nothing in common
with Gk. YaXT)V0' 'calmness of the sea'. See

A.E.Emout in Bulletin de la societe de lin-

guistique 30, 92.

galenic, galenical, adj., pertaining to galena. —
See prec. word and -ic.

Derivative: galenic-al, adj.

Galenic, Galenical, adj., pertaining to Galen (L.

Galenas, fr. Gk. Takr^bq), the celebrated Greek

physician (lived about ) 30-200).

Galeopsis, n., a genus of plants, the hemp nettle

(bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. yaXtoij;!.?, which is com-

pounded of yaXiov, 'bedstraw', and q<!^<.c,, 'ap-

pearance'. See Galium and -opsis.

gali, galee, n„ abuse (India). — Hind. gdlJ, fr.

01. gdtih, 'execration', which is of uncertain

origin.

Galilean, n., adj., of Galilee. — Formed with

suff. -an fr. L. Galilaeus, 'Galilean', fr. Galilaea,

'Galilee'. See next word.

Galilee, name of the northern province of wes-

tern Palestine. — L. Galilaea, fr. Gk. TaXiXata,

fr. Hcb. HaggdlH, lit. 'the district', shortened fr.

C/// haggoyim, 'the District of nations' (Is.

8:23). Haggdiil was the name of a district in the

hill country of Naphtali (see Josh. 20:7 and

21:32). and it was only at a relatively later period

that it began to denote the territory of Palestine

north of the Emek Jezreel (Esdraelon). For the

etymology of Heb. gdlil, 'district', see gelilah.

galimatias, n., jargon.— F., 'nonsense, gibberish',

prob. a deformation of Late L. ballimathia, 'in-

decent songs'. For the etymology of this latter

word see Du Cange, Glossarium mediae et in-

fimae latinitatis, s.v. balare.

galingale, n., an aromatic root of the ginger

family. — OF. galingal, formed—through the

medium of MGk. yaXayya and ML. galanga—

fr. Arab, khalanjdn, fr. Pers., ult. fr. Chin. Ko-

leung-keung, lit. "mild ginger from the region

of Kao'.

Galinsoga, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,
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named after the Spanish botanist Mariano
Martinez de Galinsoga (died in 1 797).

galiot, galliot, n., a small swift galley. — F.

galiote, fr. OF. galie. See galley,

galipot, gallipot, n., resinous substance of certain

pines. — F. galipot, of unknown origin.

Galium, n., a genus of plants, the bedstraw {hot.)

— ModL., fr. Gic. yii^tov, 'bedstraw', coined by
Dioscorides fr. yaXa., 'milk' (see galactic); so

called by him because used in place of rennet.

For the ending see suff. -ium.

gall, n., bile. — ME. galle, gawle, fr. OF. gealla,

galla, rel. to ON. gall, OS., OHG. galla, MHG.,
G. galle, and cogn. with Gk. xo^Tl, L. fel, fr. I.-E.

base *ghel-, 'to shine; yellow, yellowish green,

green'. See choler and cp. words there referred to.

gall, n., gallnut. — F. galle, fr. L. galla, 'gallnut',

prop, 'a globulous excrescence', fr. I.-E. base

*gel-, 'to form into a ball'. See glebe, globe,

and cp. ellagic.

gall, n., sore (esp. on horse). — ME. galle, fr.

OE. gealla, 'sore place', fr. L. galla, 'gallnut',

whence also Du. gal, MLG., MHG., G. galle,

'a sore place'. See gall, 'gallnut'.

Derivatives : ^a//, tr. v., to make sore, to abrade,

gall-ing, adj., gall-ing-ly, adv., gall-ing-ness, n.

gallant, adj., brave; noble. — F. galant, fr. Sp.

galante, fr. galdn, shortened form of galano,

'gallant', fr. gala. See gala and cp. galanty show,

gallimaufry, gallivant, galloon, regale, 'feast'.

Derivatives: gallant, n. and tr. and intr. v.,

gallant-ly, adv.

gallantry, n. — F. galanlerie, fr. galant. See

gallant and -ry.

galleass, n., a large three-masted galley. — F.

galeasse (also galeace), fr. It. galeazza, augment.

of galea, 'galley'. See galley,

galleon, n., a large ship formerly used esp. by
the Spaniards. — Sp. galeon, formed fr. ML.
galea, 'galley', with augment, suff. -on. See

galley and -oon.

gallery, n. — F. galerie, fr. It. galleria, which is

of uncertain origin.

Derivative: galleri-ed, adj.

galley, n. — ME. galei, galeie, fr. OF. galie, fr.

ML. galea, fr. Byzant. Gk. yix.Ha., which derives

fr. Late Gk. yaXia, name of a seafish, and ult.

fr. Gk. yaXsT], 'weasel'. See galea and cp. galiot,

galleass, galleon, gallipot,

galliambic, n., name of a meter in Greek and
Roman prosody. — Formed with suff. -ic fr.

L. galliambus, 'a song of the priests of Cybele',

fr. Gk. YaXXiafji^o!;, which is compounded of

FdcXXot;, 'priest of Cybele' (a name related to

TiXknz, a river of Phrygia, whose water caused

madness), and tajxjioq, 'iambus'. See iambus.

Derivative: galliambic, adj.

galliard, adj., gay.— OF. (= F.)gaillard, 'strong,

vigorous, merry', of uncertain origin.

galliard, n., a lively dance of the i6th cent. —
Fr. prec. word.

gallic, adj., pertaining to, or obtained from, galls.

— Formed with suff. -ic fr. L. galla, 'gallnut'.

See gall, 'gallnut'.

gallic, adj., pertaining to, or containing, gallium.

— See gallium and -ic.

Gallic, adj., pertaining to Gaul or the Gauls. —
L. Gallicus, fr. Callus, 'a Gaul'. Cp. Gael, galosh.

Galilean, adj., pertaining to the Roman Catholic

Church in France. — L. Gallicdnus, 'pertaining

to Gaul', fr. Gallicus. See Gallic and -an.

Derivatives: Gallican-ism, n., Gallican-ist, n.

Gallice, adv., in French. — L., 'in Gallic', adv.

of Gallicus. See Gallic.

Gallicism, also spelled gallicism, n., a French
idiom (used in another language). — See Gallic

and -ism.

Gallicize, also spelled gallicize, tr. and intr. v., to

make French, to Frenchify. — See Gallic and
-ize.

Galliformes, n. pi., an order of birds including

the common domestic fowl {ornithol.)— ModL.,
compounded of gallus, 'cock', and forma,

'form, shape'. See gallinaceous and form, n.

galligaskins, n. pi., loose breeches. — OF. gar-

guesque, metathesis of greguesque, fr. It. gre-

chesca, prop. fern, of grechesco, 'Grecian', fr.

Greco, 'Greek' ; influenced in form hy galley and
Gascony. See Greek and -esque.

gallimaufry, n., a medley. — F. galimafree, 'hash,

ragout', a compound, whose first element is

related to OF. galer, 'to make merry, to live

weir, which is of uncertain origin ; the second

element is identical with Picard mafrer, 'to eat

much', which is borrowed fr. MDu. maffelen,

of s.m.

gallinacean, adj., gallinaceous. — See next word
and -acean.

gallinaceous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

the domestic fowls. — L. gallinaceus, 'of

domestic fowls', fr. gallina, 'hen', fr. gallus,

'cock', which is prob. a loan word from a lan-

guage of Asia Minor. Cp. galeeny, gallinazo, gal-

linule, Gallus. For the ending see suff. -aceous.

gallinazo, n., a vulture. — Sp. gallinaza, 'vul-

ture', formed with augment, suff. -aza fr. gal-

lina, 'hen', fr. L. gallina. See prec. word.

gallinule, n., water hen, moor hen. — L. gallinula,

'chicken', dimin. of gallina. See gallinaceous

and -ule.

Gallio, n., a careless official; an easy-going per-

son. — From Gallio, name of a Roman pro-

consul (mentioned in Acts, XVIII, 17).

galliot, n. — A var. spelling of galiot.

gallipot, n., a pot for holding medicines. — Com-
pounded of galley and pot. The orig. meaning
was ''pot shipped in a galley'.

gallipot, n. — A var. spelling of galipot.

gallium, n., a rare metallic element (chem.) —
ModL., coined by the French chemist Paul-

fimile Lecoq de Boisbaudran (1838-1912), the

discoverer of this element, from L. Gallia, the

former name of France (cp. Gallic, Gaul). The
name gallium may also be an allusion to his
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name Lecoq (lit. 'the cock' = L. gallus). For the

ending of gallium see -ium.

gallivant, intr. v., to gad about. — A playful deri-

vative of gallant.

gaUnut. — See gall, 'gallnut'.

Gallo-, combining form meaning, i) Gallic;

2) French. — Fr. L. Gallus, 'a Gaul'. Cp. Gallic,

galloglass, gallowglass, n., a heavily armed re-

tainer of an Irish chief. — Ir. galloglach, ht. 'a

foreign soldier', fr. gall, 'foreigner', and oglach,

'servant, soldier', fr. Olr. oclach, 'youth', which

derives fr. Olr. dac, 'young'. See young,

gallon, n., a measure equal to 4 quarts. — ME.
galoun, fr. AF. galon, corresponding to OF.

jalon, 'a liquid measure', and rel. to OF. jale, 'a

bowl', which is of uncertain origin. F. gallon,

'gallon', is an English loan word.

galloon, n., a braid used for trimming. — F.

galon, fr. galonner, 'to lace, braid the hair',

which is prob. rel. to F. gala, 'festivity'. See gala

and cp. gallant,

gallop, intr. and tr. v. — F. galoper, fr. Frankish

*wala hlaupan, 'to run well'. The first element is

rel. to OHG. wala, wela, wola, OE. wel, 'well';

see well, adv. The second element is rel. to

OHG. hlauffan, loufan, 'to run'; see leap. Cp.

galop, wallop.

Derivatives: gallop, n., gallop-er, n., gallop-ing-

ly, adv.

gallopade, n. — F., fr. galoper, 'to gallop'. See

prec. word and -ade.

Gallophile, Gallophil, n., a friend of France or

the French. — Compounded of Gallo- and Gk.

9Uo(;, 'friend'. See -phile, -phil.

Gallophobe, n., one who fears or hates France or

the French. — Compounded of Gallo- and Gk.

-cp6|3o;, fr. 96IJ0?, 'fear'. See -phobe.

Gallophobia, n., fear or hatred of France or the

French. — Compounded of Gallo- and -ipopta,

'fear of, fr. 96^01;, 'fear'. See -phobia.

Galloway, n., a small horse. — Orig. meaning

'horse bred in Galloway, Scotland'.

gallows, n. — ME. galowes, galwes (pi.), fr. OE.
gealga, rel. to OS., OHG. galgo, ON. galgi,

OFris. galga, MHG. galge, 'gallows; cross', G.

Galgen, 'gallows', Goth, galga, 'cross', and to

ON. gelgja, 'pole, perch', and cogn. with Arm.

jalk, 'twig', Lith. zalgd, Lett, zalga, 'pole, perch'.

Gallus, n., a genus of birds, thecommon domestic

fowl and the jungle fowl. — L. gallus, 'cock'.

See gallinaceous,

galop, n., a quick dance. — F. galop, fr. galoper.

See gallop.

Derivative : galop, intr. v.

galore, adv., in abundance. — Ir. go ledr, 'to suf-

ficiency, enough'.

galosh, n., an overshoe. — OF. (= F.) galoche,

fr. VL. gallicula, dimin. formed fr. L. solea

Gallica, 'Gaulish sandal'. Gallica is fem. of Gal-

licus, 'Gaulish' (see Gallic). VL. gallicula was

influenced in form by L. caligula, 'a small

military boot'.

galumph, intr. v., to prance about in a self-satis-

fled manner. — Coined by Lewis Carrol (pen-

name for Charles Lutwidge Dodgson), as the

blend of gaUop and triumph,

galuth, n., the Diaspora {Jewish history). — Heb.

gdlath, 'exile', fr. gold", 'he uncovered, removed

;

he departed; he went into exile, was deported',

whence also Heb. gold'', 'exile, exiles', gilldydn,

'tablet'. Cp. Aram. gHd, 'he revealed, uncover-

ed; he departed, went into exile', Arab, yd/a,

'he made clear, revealed, disclosed; he ousted,

removed; he went away, departed, left', djld,

'emigrated', Ethiop. taglegala, 'he was led into

exile', which are related to Heb. gala''. Cp. also

golah.

galvanic, adj., caused by, or producing, an electric

current. — See next word and -ic.

Derivative : galvanic-al-ly, adv.

galvanism, n., i) current electricity; 2) that branch

of physics which deals with electric currents;

3) treatment of disease by electricity. — F. gal-

vanisme, from the name of the Italian physicist

Luigi Galvani (1737-98), who discovered and

first described it. For the ending see suff.

-ism.

galvanist, n. — Sec prec. word and -ist,

galvanize, tr. v. — See galvanism and -ize.

Derivative: galvaniz-ation, n.

galvano-, combining form used for galvanic or

galvanism.

Galwegian, adj., pertaining to Galloway; n., a

native of Galloway. — Formed fr. Galloway on

analogy of Norwegian (fr. Norway). For the

ending see suff. -ian.

gam-, form of gamo- before a vowel,

Gamaliel, masc. PN. — L., fr. Gk. ra[j.a>.iYiX, fr.

Heb. GamlVil, lit. 'reward of God', compound-

ed of gdmdl, 'he dealt out to; he rewarded', lit.

'he dealt fully with', and El, 'God'. From the

base of gdmdl derive g^mal, 'recompense,

taghmal, 'benefit'. Cp. Aram, g^mdl, 'he dealt

out to, rewarded', Arab, jdmala, 'he collected',

Jdmula, 'he was beautiful', kdmula, 'he was com-

plete, perfect', Akkad. gitmalu, 'perfect', which

are rel. to Heb. gdmdl. For the second element

in the name Gamaliel see El.

gamashes, n. pi., a kind of legging {archaic). —
F. gamaches, fr. ModProven?. gamacho, fr.

OProvenc. galamacha, fr. Sp. guadamaci, fr.

Arab, ghadamasf, lit. '(leather) from Ghadames

(a town in Tripolis)'.

gamb, gambe, n., an animal's leg or shank; used

esp. in heraldry.— Dial. F. gambe, correspond-

ing to F. jambe, fr. ML. gamha, 'leg', fr. Late

L. camba, gamba, 'fetlock; hoof; leg', borrowed

fr. Gk. xapiTTTi, 'a turn, bend, joint', which is

cogn. with L. campus, 'field*. See camp and cp.

gamba, gambol, gammon, 'ham', jamb,

gamba, n., an organ stop (mus.) — Orig. an ab-

breviation of Tk>la da gamba (q.v.); fr. It. gamba,

'leg*, fr. ML. gamba. See prec. word.

gambade, n., gambado. — F. See next word.
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gambado, n., gambol, caper. — Sp. gambada, fr.

It. gambata, 'gambol'. See gambol.

gambado, n., a long legging or gaiter. — It. gam-

ba, 'leg'. See gamb and cp. prec. word.

gambe, n. — See gamb.

gambeson, n., a medieval military garment of

defense. — OF. gambaison, gambeson, fr. gam-

bais, wambais, fr. prankish *wamba, 'stomach,

belly'. Cp. OHG., Goth, wamba and see womb.

gambier, n., the extract of the shrub Uncaria

gambir. — Malay gambir.

gambit, n., opening move in chess in which the

first player risks a pawn to gain an advantage

later. — F., fr. Sp. gambilo, fr. Arab, janbf,

'lateral', fr. janb, 'side' (whence jdnaba, 'he put

aside'), which is rel. to Aram. -Syr, gabh, gabba,

'side', Heb. gandbh, Aram. -Syr. g'nibh, 'he

stole', lit. 'he put aside', Heb. ganndhh, 'thief.

Cp. gonnof.

gamble, intr. and tr. v. — Dial. ME. gammlen,

gamblen, fr. ME. gamenen, fr. OE. gamenian,

'to play', fr. gamen, 'sport, game, amusement'.

See game, n.

Derivatives: gamble, n., gambl-er, n., gamble-

some, adj., gambl-ing, n.

gamboge, n., a gum resin. — ModL. gambogium,

fr. Cambodia, a region (now a state) in Indo-

china, fr. native Kambuja, which was named

after Kambu, the founder of the Khmer race.

gambol, n., a skipping, a caper. — Earlier gam-

hold, gambalde, formed, with change of suff., fr.

F. gambade, fr. It. gambata, fr. gamha, 'leg',

fr. ML. gamba. See gamb.

Derivative: gambol, intr. v.

gambroon, n., a twilled cloth. — Fr. Gambroon,

Gombroon, now Bandar Abbas, name of a town

on the Persian Gulf. Cp. gombroon.

game, n., sport, play. — ME. gamen, game, fr.

OE. gamen, 'sport, game, amusement', rel. to

OFris. game, OS., ON., OHG. gaman, Dan.

gamen, Swed. gamman, 'merriment'. Cp. gamble,

gammon, 'backgammon'.

Derivatives: game-some, adj., game-some-ly,

adv., game-some-ness, n.

game, intr. and tr. v., to play. — ME. gamenen,

fr. OE. gamenian, 'to play, jest, joke', fr. gamen.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: gamester, n.

game, adj., plucky, courageous. — Fr. gamecock.

Derivatives: game-ly, adv., game-ness, n.

game, adj., lame, crippled. — Of uncertain origin.

gamecock, n. — Prop, 'cock (bred) for fighting'.

Camelion, n., name of the yih month of the Attic

Greek calendar (corresponding to the second

half of January and first half of February). —
Gk. raiiTjXtwv, lit. 'month of marriages', fr.

yaixTjAio;, 'bridal, nuptial', fr. fonisXy, 'to

marry'. See gamo-.

gamcne, n., the common sort of Dutch madder.

—

Inexact spelling of Du. gemean (i8th century),

whence Du. gemeen, 'common', which is rel.

[to OE. gemxne (whence ME. mene, E. mean).
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Goth, gamains, OHG. gimeini (whence MHG.,
G. gemein); see Sense, Dictionary of the Low
Dutch Element in the English Vocabulary,

p. 117. The above words are formed fr. Teut.

pref ge- (see y-), and I.-E. base *mei-, 'to

change'. See common, adj., and cp. words there

referred to.

gamete, n., a germ cell (biol.) — ModL. gametes,

fr. Gk. ya^LiTTic,, 'husband', or yajjierr), 'wife',

fr. yafiEtv, 'to marry'. See gamo-. The name

gamete was introduced into science by the

Austrian biologist Gregor Johann Mendel

(1822-84).

gamin, n., a street Arab, — F,, of unknown origin,

gamma, n,, name of the 3rd letter of the Greek

alphabet, — ME., fr. L. gamma, fr, Gk, ydcufia,

for *Ya|xXa, fr, Heb,-Phoen. glmel, lit. 'camel';

see gimel and cp. gammadion, gamut. For the

form cp. Heb, gdmdl, Aram, gamld, 'camel'.

gammacism, n,, difficulty in the pronunciation of

the guttural consonants, — ModL, gammacis-

mus, formed on analogy ofLate L, lambdacismus,

etc., fr. Gk, •^i.\x\>.a:. See prec. word and -ism.

gammadion, n., a figure formed by four capital

gammas. — MGk. yix.\x\j.a.^t.oM, dimin. of Gk.

ya(i[ia. See gamma.
Gammarus, n., a genus of crustaceans. — ModL.,

fr, L. cammarus, gammarus, 'sea crab, lobster',

fr, Gk, Ka(j.|xapot;, See Cambarus and cp, Ho-

marus.

gammer, n., an old woman, — Corrupted fr,

grandmother. Cp. gaffer.

gammon, n., backgammon.— ME, gamen, 'game'.

See game, n,

gammon, n,, ham; the lower end of the side of

a bacon, — ONF, gambon (corresponding to

F.jambon), fr, ONF, gambe (corresponding to

F, jambe), 'leg'. See gamb.

Derivative: gammon, tr. v., to make bacon of.

gammon tr. v., to fasten (a bowsprit) to the stem

of a ship. — Of uncertain origin.

gammon, n., nonsense, humbug. — ME, gamen,

'game', fr, OE. gamen. See game, 'sport, play'.

Derivative: ^ammo/i, tr, and intr, v,, to hoax,

gamo-, combining form meaning 1) sexual union

(biol.); 1) union of parts {hot.)— Fr, Gk, ya(xo<;,

'marriage', whence yaiisiv, 'to marry, take to

wife' ; fr. I,-E, base *gem-, 'to marry'. See bigamy

and cp. words there referred to,

-gamous, combining form meaning 'marrying',

as in monogamous, heterogamous. — Formed

with suff, -ous fr. Gk, yifio?, 'marriage'. See

gamo-.

gamp, n,, a large umbrella. — From the umbrella

of Mrs, Sarah Gamp in Dickens's Martin

Chuzzlewit.

gamut, n,, range of musical sounds from gamma

(the lowest) to ut (the highest), — Coined by

Guido d'Arezzo fr, gamma, a name given by

him to the lowest note of the old (= medieval)

scale, and ut, name of the highest tone of that

scale. I
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gamy, also gamey, adj., having the flavor of

game. — Formed fr. game, n,, with adj. suff. -y.

-gamy, combining form meaning 'marriage,

union', as in heterogamy, polygamy. — Gk.

-ya(ji.tS, fr, yd((i.o?, 'marriage'. See game-.

gander, n. — ME. gandre, fr. OE, ganra, gandra,

rel, to Du. gander, MLG. ganre. Bavarian

gander, 'gander'. See goose and cp. gannet.

ganef, n. — See gonnof.

gang, intr. v., to go, walk {dial.) — OE. gangan.

See next word.

gang, n., a group of people; a band.— ME. gang,

'going; passage', fr. OE. gang, 'going, passage,

channel', rel, to OS., OFris., Dan., Du., OHG.,
MHG., G. gang, ON. gangr, Swed. gdng, Goth.

gagg, 'the act of going', verbal nouns to OE.

gangan, ON. ganga, Goth, gaggan, etc., 'to go'.

These words derive fr. I.-E. base *ghengh-,

*ghongh; 'to step', whence also OI. jdnghd,

'shank', Avestic zanga-, 'ankle', Lith. zengiu,

'I stride, step'. The above words are not related

to E, go. Cp. gangue and the second element

in Doppelganger.

Derivative : gang-er, n,

gauge, tr. v,, to protect a fishing line by twisting

wire round it, — Of unknown origin.

Derivative : gang-ing, n,

gangliated, adj., having ganglia. — Formed with

the adj. suff, -ate and -ed, fr. yayyXtov. See

ganglion.

gangliform, adj., having the form of a ganglion.

— A hybrid coined fr, Gk, yayyXiov (see gang-

lion) and L, forma, 'form, shape' (see form, n.)

ganglion, n,, swelling, excrescence; center of

cavity; nerve center. — Medical L., fr. Gk,

yayyXiov, 'encysted tumor on a tendon'. Ac-

cording to Galen the proper sense of the word

is 'anything gathered into a ball' {'conglobatus').

The word yayyXtov prob. stands for '*ya-yX-tov

and is a loan word from Heb. galgdl, 'anything

round; a wheel', from the base of gdldl, 'he

rolled', gilgel, of s.m. ; see gelilah. For the dissi-

milation of the first / in galgdl to n in Gk.

yayyXtov cp. E.-F. gonfalon, gonfanon, 'flag'.

Derivatives: ganglion-ary, adj., ganglion-ate,

tr, v,, ganglion-ic, adj,

gangrene, n,, mortification; decay, — L, gan-

graena, fr, Gk, yayypaiva, lit, 'that which eats

away', formed through reduplication fr, ypav,

ypateiv, 'to gnaw, eat', whence also ypaorti;,

'green fodder'. See gastro-.

Derivatives: gangrene, tr, and intr, v,, gangren-

ous, adj.

gangster, n., member of a gang of roughs or

criminals. — Formed fr. gang with suff. -ster.

gangoe, n., the matrix in which valuable metals

or minerals occur, — F, gangue, fr. G. Gang,

'a going, walking, passage, vein (of ore)'. See

gang.

gangway, n. — OE. gangweg, 'road', fr. gang,

'going, way, passage', and weg, 'way'. See gang

and way.

Ciaon

ganister, n,, a hard siliceous rock, — Dial, G,

Ganster, rel. to MHG. g(a)neist(e), fr. OHG.
gneisto, 'spark'. Cp. OPruss. knaistis, 'a burn-

ing', and see gneiss.

ganja, gunja, n., the Indian hemp (Cannabis sativa,

formerly called Cannabis Indica). — Hind, gdja,

fr. 01, ganjd.

gannet, n,, the solan goose. — OE, ganot, 'sea

bird, gannet', rel. to Du. gent, OHG. gannasso,

ganzo, 'gander'. See gander, goose.

ganoid, adj,, i) smooth (said offish scales); 2)per-

taining to the Ganoidei, — F. ganolde, com-

pounded of Gk. yavos, 'brightness, brilliance,

splendor', and -oeiSr]?, 'like', fr. elSoi;, 'form,

shape'. The first element stands for ya-vo? and

is rel, to yavuiJiai (for ya-vu-fxai), 'I am glad,

I rejoice', yaCu (for 'yafito), 'I rejoice'. See

gaud, 'ornament', and cp. the first element in

Ganymede. For the second element see -oid.

gantang, n,, a weight in the Malay Archipelago.

— Malay gantang.

gantlet, also spelled gauntlet, n,, a former mili-

tary punishment in which the offender was com-

pelled torun between two files ofmenwho struck

him with switches, clubs, etc, as he passed. —
Formed under the influence of gauntlet, 'glove',

fr. earlier gantlope, fr. Swed, gatlopp, lit. 'a run-

ning down a lane', a compound of g^a/a, 'lane',

and lopp, 'a running, course', which is rel, to

Swed, Ibpa, 'to run'. The first element is rel. to

ON. gata, 'road' ; see gate, 'passage'. For the

second element see leap.

gantlet, n,, a glove. — See gauntlet.

gantry, also gauntry, n., 1) a wooden frame for

barrels; 2) a spanning framework. — OF. gan-

tier, chantier (F. chantier), 'timber yard', fr. L.

cantherius, 'a gelding; trellis; rafter', fr. Gk.

jtavdrjXio?, 'pack ass'. Cp, chantier, shanty.

Ganymede, n,, a beautiful boy, cupbearer to Zeus

(Greek mythol.) — L, Ganymedes, fr. Gk, Favu-

IjltjSt)?, lit. 'rejoicing in his virility', compounded

of ydcvuijtai, 'I am glad, rejoice', and [iTjSea

(pi.), 'counsels, plans, cunning'. For the first

element see ganoid. The second element is rel,

to (i-riSea^ai, 'to devise, resolve, advise', (z£8cov,

(ieS^civ, 'guardian, ruler' (prop, pres, part of the

ancient verb (jlISeiv, 'to protect, rule over'), [li-

Sea^at, 'to be mindful of, give heed to, think

on', (i^Sifxvo?, 'a measure', fr, I.-E. base *mid-,

'to measure, hmit, consider', which is a -rf-en-

largement of base *me-, 'to measure'. See

meditate and cp. Andromeda and words there

referred to. Cp. also catamite,

gaol, gaoler, gaoleress. See jail, jailer, jaileress.

Gaon, n., a title given to the heads of the two

Babylonian academies of Sura and Pumbedita

(Jewish hist.) — Heb. gd^Sn, prob. meant as an

abbreviation of g'Sn Ya'akobh, 'the pride of

Jacob' (Ps. 47 : 5). Heb. gd'dn, 'exaltation, pride,

excellence', derives from the stem of ga'd",

'rose', whence also ge, ge'e^, 'proud', ga'dwd",

'pride, majesty', ge'ith, 'majesty'. Cp. Aram.
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g^d, ethgffe, Syr. ethga't, 'was proud'.

Derivative: Gaon-ic, adj.

gap, n. — ME. gap, fr. ON. gap, 'chasm, abyss',

rel. to ON. gapa, 'to gape'. See next word.

Derivative: gapp-y, adj.

gape, intr. v. — ME. gapen, fr. ON. gapa, whence

also Swed. gapa, Dan. gabe: rel. to Du. gapen,

MHG., G. s^a#en, 'to gape, stare'. The ultimate

origin of these words is unknown. Cp. prec.

word. Cp. also gasp.

Derivatives: gape, n., gap-er, n.

gar, n., any of certain fishes having an elongate

body and spearlike jaws; called also garfish,

garpike.— ME., fr. OE. gar, 'spear', rel. to ON.

geirr, OS., OHG., MHG. ger, G. Ger, 'spear'.

See goad and cp. gore, 'a triangular piece of

land', and words there referred to. Cp. also the

first element in Gerald, Gerard, Gertrude, Ger-

vais, and the second element in Edgar, Oscar,

Roger.

garage, n.— F., orig. meaning 'a place forstormg

something', fr. garer, 'to make safe, protect',

fr. Prankish *war6n, 'to guard', which is rel. to

OHG. biwaron, of s.m. See ware, 'alert', and -age.

Derivative: garage, tr. v.

garb, n., costume, style. — MF. garbe (F. galbe),

'graceful curb; graceful outline', fr. It. garbo,

'grace', which is of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG.

gar(a)wi, 'dress, equipment, preparation', and

see gear.

Derivative: garb, tr. v.

garb, n., representation of a sheaf of wheat (her.)

— ONE. garbe, corresponding to OF. jarbe,

F. gerbe, 'sheaf, fr. Prankish *garba, which is

rel. to OS. gar'Sa,OnG. garba,UDu.garve,Du.

garf, MHG., G. garbe, 'sheaf, lit. 'that which is

gathered up or together', fr. I.-E. base *gher-

ebh; *ghrebh-, 'to seize'. OProvenc. and Sp.

garba, 'sheaf, are also Teut. loan words. See

grab, 'to seize', and cp. gerbe.

garbage, n. — Perh. a blend of OF. garbe, 'sheaf

(see garb, 'sheaf'), and garble, 'to sift'. Accord-

ingly the original meaning of garbage would

have been 'things sifted'. For the ending see

suff. -age.

Derivative : garbage, intr. v.

garble, tr. v., to select improperly; to misquote.

— OF. garbeller, grabeller, 'to garble spices,

to sift', fr. Sp. garbillar, 'to garble, sift', fr.

Arab, ghdrbala, 'he sifted', fr. ghirbil, 'sieve',

ult. fr. Late L. crlbellum, dimin. of L. crlbrum,

'sieve', which is rel. to cernere, 'to distinguish,

separate, sift'. See cribriform.

Derivatives : ^arA/e, n., garbl-er, n., garbl-ing, n.

garboard, n., in shipbuilding, the planks or plates

next to the keel, — Obsol. Du. gaarboord, fr.

garen, contraction of gaderen, 'to gather', and

boord, 'board'. See gather and board, 'plank'.

garbure, n., a soup of bacon and cabbage. —
p., 'soup of bacon, cabbage, fat and ryebread',

rel . to Sp. garbias, a kind of ragout ; of unknown

origin.

garce, n., a measure of capacity in India. —
Telugu gdrisa (cp. Tamil karisai), fr. OT. gdrlyas,

'very heavy', superl. of gurtih, 'heavy, weighty,

venerable', which is cogn. with Gk. ^apui;, L.

gravis, 'heavy'. See grave, 'weighty', and cp.

guru.

gar?on,n.— P., 'boy, waiter', orig. objective case

of OP. gars (this latter is still used as a provin-

cial word, pronounced go); prob. fr. Prankish

*wrakjo, which is rel. to the OHG. PN. Wrac-

chio and to OS. wrekkio, OHG. recko, 'a banish-

ed person, exile', MHG., G. recke, 'renowned

warrior, hero', and to E. wretch (q.v.) Cp. gos-

soon. Cp. also gasket,

gardant, adj., having the head turned toward the

spectator {her.; said of animals). — P., 'watch-

ing, looking at', pres. part, of garder, 'to keep,

watch, guard, protect, defend'. See guard, v.,

and -ant and cp. guardant.

garden, n. — ME. gardin, fr. ONF. gardin (cor-

responding to OF. and F. jardin), derived fr.

ONF. gart (corresponding to OF. jari), fr.

Prankish *gardo, 'garden', which is rel. to OS.

gardo, OPris. garda, OHG. garto, MHG. garte,

G. Garten, 'garden', Goth, garda, 'fold', ON.

gardr, 'enclosure, court, yard', OE. geard, 'en-

closure, piece of land, yard'. See yard, 'enclo-

sure', and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

jardiniere and the second element in kindergarten.

Cp. also It. giardino, Sp. jardin, 'garden', which

are borrowed fr. P. jardin.

Derivatives: garden, intr. v., garden-ed, adj.,

garden-er, n., garden-ing, n.

Gardenia, n., genus of trees and shrubs. --

ModL., named after the American botanist

Alexander Garden (1730-91)- For the ending see

suff. -ia.

garefowl, n., the great auk. — ON. geirfugl, fr.

geirr, 'spear', and/«^/, 'bird'. See gar and fowl,

garfish, n., a pikelike fish. — ME. garfish, fr. OE.

gar, 'spear', and fisc, 'flsh'. See gar and fish.

Gai^antuan, adj., resembling, or reminding of,

Gargantua; very large. — From Gargantua,

name of the hero in Rabelais' satirical romance.

This name comes fr. Sp. garganta, 'gullet',

which is a derivative of the imitative base

*garg-; see next word. For the ending of gar-

gantuan see suff. -an.

garget, n., i) inflammation of the throat in cattle

and swine; 2) inflammation of the udder in

cows, etc. — ME. gargate, 'throat', fr. OF. gar-

gate, from the imitative base *garg-, which ap-

pears also in gargle, gargoyle (q.v.) Cp. prec.

word. Cp. also goglet.

Derivative: garget-y, adj.

gargle, intr. and tr. v. — F.gargouiller, 'to gurgle,

dabble, paddle', fr. gargouille,\hioal' , from the

imitative base *garg-. See prec. word and cp.

next word and gurgle. Cp. also jargon, confused

speech'.

Derivative; ^ar^/e, n„ a liquid used for gargling.

gargoyle, n., a grotesque waterspout representing
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a human or animal figure. — OF. gargouille,

'throat, waterspout, gargoyle', compounded of

the imitative base *garg- (see garget) and goule.

Western dial, form of gueule, 'mouth', fr. L.

gula. See gullet.

garibaldi,, n., a kind of blouse worn by women.—
Named after the Italian patriot Giuseppe Gari-

baldi (i 807-1 882); so called because it resembles

the red shirts worn by Garibaldi and his

followers.

garish, adj ., showy ;
glaring.— Possibly rel. to ME.

gauren, 'to stare', which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: garish-ly, adv., garish-ness, n.

garland, n., a wreath of flowers, leaves, etc. —
ME., fr. OF. garlande, which is rel. to OPro-

ven?. and Catal. garlanda and to OProveng.

guirlanda, It. ghirlanda (whence P. guirlande),

Sp. and Port, guirnalda; of uncertain, possibly

Teut., origin.

Derivative: garland, tr. v.

garlic, n. — ME. garlek, fr. OE. gdrleac, com-

pounded of gar, 'spear', and leac, 'leak' (see

gar and leak) ; so called in allusion to the spear-

like leaves.

garment, n.— ME. garnement, fr. OF. garniment,

garnement (P. garnement), fr. OP. garnir, 'to

fortify; to provide, furnish, adorn'. See garnish

and -ment.

Derivative: garment, tr. v.

garner, n. — ME. garner, gerner, fr. OP. gernier,

gerner, metathesized fr. OF. (= F.) grenier, fr.

L. grdndrium, 'granary', whence also Rum.

granar. It. granaio, OProven?. granier, Catal.

graner, Sp. granero (whence Port, granel). See

granary, which is a doublet of garner. For the

ending see suff. -er (in the sense 'receptacle for').

Derivative: garner, tr. v.

garnet, n., i) a hard silicate mineral of various

colors; 2) a deep red color. — ME. gernet,

metathesized fr. OP. (= F.) grenat, fr. ML.
pomum grdndtum, 'pomegranate', lit. 'seeded

apple'; so called from its resemblance to the

seeds of a pomegranate; cp. G. Granat and

see grain. Cp. also grenade, pomegranate,

garnierite, n., a hydrous nickel magnesium sili-

cate (mineral.) — Named after the French geol-

ogist Jules Garnier (died in 1904), the discoverer

of the New Caledonian nickel ores. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

garnish, tr. v., i) to adorn; 2) to decorate (food).

— ME. garnisshen, fr. OP. (= F.) garniss-,

pres. part, stem of OF. garnir, 'to fortify; to

provide, furnish, adorn' (P. garnir, 'to provide,

furnish, adorn, trim, line, mount'), fr. Teut.

*warnjan, 'to provide, furnish', whence also

OProven?. garnir. It. guarnire, Catal. gornir,

Sp. and Port, guarnecer. Cp. OHG. warnon, 'to

take head', and see warn and verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: garnish, n., garnish-ee, n., adj. and

tr. v., garnish-ing, n., garnish-ment, n.

garniture, n. — P., fr. garnir. See prec. word

and -ure.

garotte, n. — See garrote.

garran, n. —• See garron.

garret, n., attic. — ME. garite, fr. OP. garite,

'watchtower, place of refuge' (whence P. guerite,

'sentry box, turret, watchtower'), fr. OProven?.

garida, 'watchtower', fr. garir, 'to protect',

which is rel. to OF. garir, guerir, 'to protect,

defend' (whence P. guerir, 'to cure, heal'), and

to It. guarire, 'to cure, heal'. These words are

traceable to Teut. *warjan, 'to protect, defend'.

See weir and cp. next word.

Derivative: garret-eer, n.

garrison, n. — OF. garison, warison, 'protection'

(whence P. guerison, 'cure, healing'), fr. garir,

'to protect'. See garret and cp. warison, which

is a doublet of garrison. P. garnison, 'garrison',

which has influenced the sense development of

E. garrison, derives fr. OP. garnison, 'provision;

munitions', fr. garnir, 'to provide, furnish'; see

garnish.

Derivative: garrison, tr. v.

garron, garran, n., a small breed of horse. —
Gael, gearran.

garrot, n., the goldeneye (a kind of duck). — P.,

of uncertain origin.

garrote, garrotte, n., an instrument used for

execution in Spain and Portugal. — Sp. ga-

rrote, 'club, bludgeon, stick, cudgel, garrote',

fr. P. garrot, 'racking stick', fr. OF. guaroc,

'shaft of the cross-bow' (with change of suff. -oc

to -ot, owing to the identical pronunciation of

these suffixes in later French). OF. guaroc is

back formation fr. garokier, 'to garrote,

strangle', fr. Prankish *wrokkan, 'to twist',

which is rel. to MDu. wroken, 'to twist'.

Derivatives: garrot(t)e, tr. v., garrot(t)-er, n.

garrulity, n., talkativeness. — P. garrulite, fr. L.

garrulitdtem, ace. of garrulitds, 'chattering,

loquacity', fr. garrulus. See garrulous and -ity.

garrulous, adj., talkative. — L. garrulus, 'chat-

tering, talkative', fr. garrlre, 'to chatter, talk',

from the I.-E. imitative base *gar-, *ger-, 'to

cry'. See care and words there referred to, and

cp. esp. German and the first element in Gery-

gone. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Derivatives : garrulous-ly, a.dv.,garrulous-ness,n.

garry, n. — A var. of gharri,

garter, n. — ONF. gartier (corresponding to

OF. jartier, whence P. jarreliire, of s.m.), fr.

ONF. garet, 'bend of the knee', from a Gaulish

base *garr-, meaning 'leg' (cp. W. garr, Bret.

gar, 'ham, shinbone'), whence also Sp., Port.

garra, 'claw'.

Derivative: garter, tr. v.

gartb, n., enclosed space, garden (archaic). —
ME., fr. ON. gardr, 'enclosure, court, yard'.

See yard, 'enclosure', and cp. garden,

gas, n. — First used in its usual sense by the

Belgian chemist Van Helmont (i 577-1 644). The

word is not his invention, although he says that

it suggested itself by Gk. x<ios (see chaos). The
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word gas was used for the first time by Para-

celsus (died in 1 541), who named the air by it.

Derivatives : gas, tr. v., gaseity, gaseous, gasser,

gassy (qq.v.)

Gascon, n., i) a native of Gascony (= F. Gas-

cogne); 2) {not capit.) a braggart. — F., fr. VL.
* Wasco, fr. L. Vasco, sing, of Vascones, name
of the ancient inhabitants of the Pyrenees. See

Basque and cp. next word.

gasconade, n., boastful talk; brag. — F. gascon-

nade, 'boastful talk, bravado', fr. Gascon, 'in-

habitant of Gascony'; so called from the pro-

verbial boastfulness of the Gascons. — See

prec. word and -ade.

Derivatives : gasconade, intr. v., gasconad-er, n.

gaseity, n., gaseousness. — Formed fr. gas with

sufF. -ity.

gaselier, n., a chandelier for burning gas. —
Formed fr. gas on analogy of chande-lier. Cp.

eleclrolier.

gaseous, adj. — Formed fr. gas with suff. -eous.

Derivative : gaseous-ness, n.

gash, tr. v., to cut deeply. — Fr. earlier garsh,

fr. ME. garsen, fr. OF. garser, jarser, 'to incise'

(whence F. gercer, 'to chap, crack, cleave'), fr.

VL. *charissare, fr. earlier *charassare, fr. Gk.

yapaaaew, 'to engrave, incise', whence x^pax-

T7]p, 'graving tool, mark engraved, impress,

character'. See character.

Derivative: gash, n.

gasification, n. — A hybrid coined fr. gas and

-(ication.

gasiform, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. gas and L.

forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

gasify, tr. v. — A hybrid coined fr. gas and -fy.

Derivatives: gasifi-abic, adj., gasifi-er, n.

gasket, n., a piece of rope (naut.) — F. garcette,

dimin. of garce, 'wench', femin. to gargon, 'boy'

;

used only in a figurative sense. See gar(on.

gasoline, gasolene, n. — A hybrid coined fr. gas,

-ol (fr. L. oleum, 'oil') and chem. suff. -ine,

resp. -ene.

gasometer, n. - A hybrid coined fr. gas and Gk.

fjisTpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

gasp, intr. and tr. v. — ME. gaispen, gaspen, 'to

yawn", fr. ON. geispa, 'to yawn', whence also

Swed. gdspa, Dan. gispe, 'to gasp'. ON. geispa

is prob. formed by metathesis fr. *geip-sa and

is rel. to ON. gapa, 'to gape'. Cp. LG. gapsen,

'to gasp', and see gape.

Derivatives: gasp, n., gasper (q.v.), gasp-ing,

adj., gasp-ing-ly, adv.

Caspar, masc. FN. — Of Persian origin; lit.

'treasure holder'. See Jasper,

gasper, n., 1) one who gasps; 2) a cheap cigarette

(British Slang). — Formed fr. gasp with agential

suff. -er.

gasser, n., one who or that which gasses. —
Formed fr. gas with agential suff. -er.

gassy, adj., i) full of, or containing, gas; 2) like

gas. — Formed fr. gas with adj. suff. -y.

gastaklite, n., a variety of glaucophane (.mineral.)
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— Named after Professor Bartolomeo Gastaldi.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

gastero-, before a vowel gaster-, combining form

meaning 'stomach' or 'belly'. — Gk. yaaxcpo-,

yaCTTsp-, identical in meaning with yaaxpo-,

yacTTp-. See gastro-.

gasteropod, n., any of the Gasteropoda. — See

next word.

Gasteropoda also Gastropoda, n. pi., a class of

moUusks including the snails, slugs, etc. (zoo-

logy).— ModL., lit. 'having a foot in the ventral

surface'; compounded of Gk. ^ctrsTrifi, gen.

YacTpo?, 'belly', and noic,, gen. 7^086?, 'foot'.

See gastro- and -pod.

gastrectomy, n., the surgical removal of part of

the stomach. — Compounded of gastr- and

Gk. -EXTO[i(a, 'a cutting out of, fr. exxofxr), 'a

cutting out'. See -ectomy.

gastric, adj., pertaining to the stomach. —
Formed with suff. -Ic, fr. Gk. YaaTTjp, gen.

y(X(jTp6<i, 'stomach'. See gastro- and cp. di-

gastric, epigastric, hypogastric, mesogastric.

gastritis, n., inflammation of the stomach (med.)

— Medical L., coined by the French pathologist

Fran^ois-Boissier de la Croix de Sauvages

(1706-67) fr. Gk. Yao-rijp, gen. yaaTpoi;, 'stom-

ach' (see gastro-), and suff. -itis.

gastro-, before a vowel gastr-, combining form

meaning 'stomach' or 'belly'. — Gk. yaaTpo-,

yaaTp-, fr. yaoTiip, gen. YaarTp6[;,'stomach, belly,

womb', which is dissimilated fr. *YpaCTTY)p anp

lit. means 'eater, devourer', fr. ypSiv, 'to gnaw,

eat', whence also ypAc-ciz, 'green fodder', yin-

zpiq, (dissimilated fr. ypaCTTpti;), 'pot-bellied;

glutton'; prob. cogn. with OI. grdsati, 'eats,

devours'. See cress and cp. gangrene.

gastrocnemius, n., the largest muscle of the calf

of the leg (anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. yaa-

Tpoxvr)|xta, 'the calf of the leg', which is com-

pounded of YotiTTip, gen. yao-zpdc,, 'belly', and

xvYj[XY), 'part between knee and ankle, leg,

shank'. For the first element see gastro-, for

the second see cnemial.

Derivatives : gastrocnemi-al, gastrocnemi-an,

adjs.

gastrology, n., i) the sciences of the structure,

functions and diseases of the stomach ; 2) gas-

tronomy. — Gk. YaoTpoXoYia, title of the

Greek Almanack des Gourmands, a poem writ-

ten by Archestratus, a contemporary of Aris-

totle; compounded of •{a(JTrip, gen. yix(TTp6i;,

'stomach', and -XoyIS, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See gastro- and -logy.

Eterivatives: gastrolog-er, n., gastrolog-ist, n.

gastronome, n. — F., back formation fr. gastro-

nomie. See gastronomy.

gastronomer, n. — See next word and agential

suff. -er.

gastronomy, n., the act or science of caring for

the stomach, i.e. cookery. — F. gastronomie,

fr. Gk. YaoTpovofita, another name for y""'"

gdUIILICL

TpoXoYia (see gastrology); formed fr. ya.azi\p,

gen. YotcTTp^i;, 'stomach', on analogy of aorpo-

vo(xta, 'astronomy' (fr. aa-n^p, 'star'). See gastro-

and -nomy.

Derivatives : gastronom-ic,gastronom-ic-al, adjs.,

gastronom-ic-al-ly, adv., gastronom-ist, n.

gastroscope, n., an instrument for examining the

interior of the stomach. — Compounded of

gastro- and Gk. -ctkotiiov, fr. oxotieiv, 'to look

at, examine'. See -scope.

gastroscopy, n., examination of the interior of

the stomach. — Compounded of gastro- and
Gk. -ctxoTtta, fr. CTxoTreTv, 'to look at, examine'.

See -scopy.

gastrotomy, n., an incision into the stomach. —
Compounded of gastro- and Gk. -TOf^ta, 'a

cutting of, fr. TO|j.r), 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

gastnila, n., a form of embryo (embryol.) —
ModL., dimin. of L. gaster, 'belly; a big-bellied

vessel', fr. Gk. Yaaxpa, 'the lower part of a

vessel resembling a paunch; a vase with a bul-

ging belly', fr. Yaot^p, gen. ya.csi:p6i;, 't)elly';

see gastro- and -ule. The name gastrula was
coined by the German biologist Emil Heinrich

Haeckel (1834-1919).

Derivatives; gastrul-ar, gastrul-ate, adjs., gas-

trul-ation, n.

gate, n., opening, entrance. — ME. gate, gat,

fr. OE. gaet, gat, geat, 'gate', rel. to ON., OS.,

OFris., Du. gat, 'an opening', and prob. also

to gate, 'passage' (q.v.) Cp. gait, gantlet.

Derivatives : gate, tr. v. (British), to confine to

the college grounds, gateage (q.v.), gat-ed, gate-

less, adjs., gating (q.v.)

gate, n., passage. — ME., fr. ON. gata, 'way,

path, road' (whence also Norw., Swed. gata,

Dan. gade), rel. to Goth, gatwo, OHG. gassa,

MHG. ga33e, G. Gasse, 'street'. Finn, katu,

Lett, gatva, 'street', are Teut. loan words. Cp.

gate, 'opening'.

gateage, n., the use of gates. — A hybrid coined

fr. gate, 'opening', and suff. -age.

gather, tr. and intr. v. — ME. gaderen, fr. OE.
gaderian, gsedrian, 'to gather, collect, store up',

rel. to OFris. gaderia, gadria, MLG. gadderen,

MDu., Du. gaderen, of s.m., MHG. gatern, 'to

unite', OE. gsed, 'companionship', OE. gada,

ge-gada, MHG. gate, ge-gate, 'companion', Du.
gade, 'spouse', G. Gatte, 'husband', and to OE.
gsedeling, OS. gaduling, OHG. gatuling, Goth.

gadiliggs, 'companion', which are prop, dimin-

utives of Teut. *gad-, 'companion'. See good
and cp. gad, 'to rove about', together.

Derivatives: gather-er, n., galher-ing, n.

gating, n., confinement to college. — Formed fr.

gate, 'of)ening', with -ing, suff. forming verbal

nouns.

Gatling gun. — Named after its inventor Richard

Jordan Gatling (1818-1903).

gauche, adj., left-handed; awkward, tactless. —
F., fr. gauchir, 'to turn aside, flinch', a blend of

OF. guenchir, 'to turn aside, slant, swerve', and

OF. gauchier, 'to full'. OF. guenchir derives fr.

Prankish *wankjan, which is rel. to OHG. wan-

kon, ON. vakka, 'to stagger, totter'; see wink

and cp. wince. OF. gauchier is a derivative of

Prankish *walkan, 'to full'; see walk.

Derivatives : gauche-ly, adv., gauche-ness, n.

gaucherie, n., awkwardness, tactlessness. — F.,

fr. gauche. See prec. word and -ery.

gaucho, n., a cowboy. — Sp., prob. fr. Araucan-

ian cauchu, 'wanderer'.

gaud, n., ornament. — ME. gaude, prob. fr. OF.
gaudir, 'to make merry, rejoice', fr. VL. *gau-

dlre, corresponding to L. gaudere, 'to rejoice',

which stands for *gd"'idere and is cogn. with

Gk. ytxlui (for *y(ilwi), 'I rejoice, exult', y>/^s<».

Dor. ySSeu (for *ya.fz^iii>), 'I rejoice', yaupo;,

'exulting, superb', yaiipa.^, Ion. yaupifj^, 'brag-

gart', S.ya.\jpoz, 'proud', Mir. gHaire, 'noble'. Cp.

joy, rejoice. Cp. also Gaura, the first element in

ganoid, Ganymede, and the seond element ir.

Origanum.

Derivative: gaud, tr. v.

gaud, n., ornamental bead (hist.) — Prob. fr. L.

gaudium, 'joy', fr. gaudere, 'to rejoice'. See gaud,

'ornament'.

Derivatives: gaud-y, adj., gaud-i-ty, adv., gaud-

i-ness, n.

gaudy, n., feast, entertainment. — L. gaudium,

'joy, delight, occasion of joy', fr. gaudere, 'to

rejoice'. See gaud, 'ornament'.

gauffer. — See goffer.

gauge, gage, tr. v., i) to measure; 2) to estimate.

— ONF. gauger, corresponding to OF. and F.

Jauger, fr. jauge, 'gauging rod', fr. Prankish

*galgo, prop, 'pole for measuring', and rel. to

ON. gelgja, 'pole, perch', OHG. galgo, 'gal-

lows; cross'. See gallows.

Derivatives : gauge, n. (q.v.), the hybrid gauge-

able, adj., gaug-er, n.

gauge, gage, n. — ONF. gauge, corresponding to

OF. and P. Jauge. See gauge, v.

Gaul, n., i) name of an ancient country of W.
Europe; 2) one of the natives of Gaul; 3) (used

facetiously) a Frenchman. — P. Gaule, 'the

country of Gaul", fr. Gallia, fr. Gallus, 'a Gaul'.

See Gallic.

Derivatives: Gaul-ish, adj. and n.

gault, n., a heavy clay (dial. English). — Cp. ON.
gold, 'hard snow', Norw. gald, 'hard ground'.

Derivatives : gault, tr. and intr. v., gault-er, n.

Gaultheria, n., a genus of plants, the aromatic

wintergreen (bot.) — ModL., named after the

Canadian botanist Jean-Francois Gaulthier (also

spelled Gaultier, Gautier) (cca. 1708-56). For

the ending see suff. -ia.

gaunt, adj., thin; lean. — ME., prob. of Scand.

origin. Cp. Norw. gand, 'a thin stick ; a tall and
thin man'.

Derivatives: gaunt-ness, n., gaunt-y, adj.

gauntlet, n., a glove. — ME. gantelet, fr, MF.
(= F.) gantelet, double dimin. ot gant, 'glove',

fr., OF. want, guant, gant, fr. Prankish wanth.
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which is rel. to MDu. want, 'mitten', ON. vottr

(for *vanlr), 'glove', Dan. vante, 'mitten'. These

words prob. stand in gradational relationship

to E. wind, 'to turn'. For sense development cp.

G. Gewand, 'garment', which is rel. to wenden,

'to turn', winden, 'to wind, twist, turn', and to

E. wind, 'to turn'. It. guanto, Sp. guante, 'glove',

are French loan words.

Derivative: gauntlet-ed, adj.

gauntlet, n. — See gantlet,

gauntry, n. — See gantry.

gaur, gour, n., the wild ox Bos gauros. — Hind.

gaiir, fr. OI. gaurdfi, 'white, yellowish; the Bos

gaurus', fr. gduh, gen. golf, 'ox, bull, cow'. See

Gautama.

Gaura, n., a genus of American plants (bot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. yaupoz, 'exulting, superb'. See

gaud, 'ornament'.

gauss, n., the C.G.S. unit of intensity of the mag-

netic field. — Named after the German mathe-

matician Karl Friedrich Gauss (1777-1855).

gaussage, n., the intensity of a magnetic field ex-

pressed in gausses. — Formed fr. gauss with

suff. -age.

gaussbergite.n., a kind of lava (petrogr.) — So

called from Gaussberg, a mountain in Kaiser

Wilhelm II Land, Antarctica, a name com-

pounded of Gauss, name of the ship used by the

German Antarctic Expedition, and of G. Berg,

'mountain'. See borough and subst. suff. -ite.

Gautama, n., the name of many sages, also sur-

name of Buddha. — OI. Gdtamah, prop, a

patronymic meaning lit. 'descendant of the

greatest ox', and superl. of gduh, gen. gdh,

'ox, bull, cow'. See cow and cp. gaur, the first

element in Gaekwar and in gopura and the sec-

ond element in nilgai,

gauze, n., a very fine fabric of silk, cotton etc. —
F. gaze, fr. Gaza, a town in Palestine, famous

for the very fine transparent tissues fabricated

there.

Derivatives: gauz-y, adj., gauz-i-ly, adv., gauz-

i-ness, n.

gavage, n., forced feeding (med.) — F. gavage,

fr. gaver, 'to gorge, to feed forcibly', a Picard

loan word, rel. to Proven?, gava, 'crop (of a

bird)', prob. of Gaulish origin. Cp. gavotte. For

the ending see suff. -age.

gave, past tense of give. — ME. gave, past tense

of given, 'to give'. See give,

gavel, n., tribute (obsol.) — ME., fr. OE. gafol,

'tribute', rel. to MDu. gavel, MHG. gaffel,

'society, guild', and to OE. giefan, 'to give'. See

give and cp. gavelkind and gale, 'rent'.

gavel, n., a small mallet. — Of uncertain origin.

gavelkind, n., a kind of tenure {law). — ME.
gavelkynde. See gavel, 'tribute', and kind, n.

gavial, n., crocodile of the Ganges. — F., cor-

rupted fr. Hind, ghariydl.

gavotte, n., a lively dance. — F., fr. OProven?.

;;avoto, fr. gavot, 'inhabitant of the Alps' (hence

'avow lit means 'dance of the inhabitants of

the Alps'). Cp. OProveng. gavach, 'boor, moun-

taineer' (whence F. gavache, 'coward, dastard').

Both OProven?. words derive fr. OProven?.

gava, 'crop (of a bird)'. See gavage.

gawk, n., an awkward person. — Of uncertain

origin; perh. fr. obsol. E. gaw, 'to stare', fr. ME.
gawen, fr. ON. gd, 'to heed', which is of un-

certain origin.
'

Derivatives: gawk-y, adj. and n., gawk-i-ness, n.

gay, adj. — F. gai, prob. fr. Prankish *gdhi,

which is rel. to OHG. gdhi, MHG. gdch, 'rapid,

impetuous', G. Jdh, 'rapid, sudden; steep, pre-

cipitous'. OProven?. gai and It. gaio are

French loan words. Cp. the second element in

nosegay.

Gaylussacia, n., a genus of plants, the huckle-

berry (60/.) — ModL., named after the French

chemist Joseph-Louis Gay-Lussac (1778-1850).

For the ending see suff. -ia.

gaze, intr. v. — ME. gasen, of Scand. origin.

Cp. dial. Swed. gasa, 'to stare, gaze'; of un-

certain origin.

gazebo, n., turret, balcony. — Facetious forma-

tion fr. gaze after L. videbo, 'I shall see'.

gazelle, n. — F., fr. ghazel, N. African pronun-

ciation of Arab, ghazdl.

gazette, n., newspaper. — F., fr. It. gazzetta, of

s.m., ir. gazzetta, name of the smallest Venetian

coin, said to have been paid for the perusal of the

manuscript newspaper issued by the Venetian

Government once a month. It. gazzetta, 'coin',

is prob. a dimin. formed fr. L. gaza, 'treasure',

fr. Gk. Y«^a. which is of Persian origin. See

genizah and cp. next word.

Derivatives: gazette, tr. v., gazetteer (q.v.)

gazetteer, n., i) a journalist; 2) a geographical

dictionary. — F. gazettier (now spelled gazetier),

lit. 'one who writes in a gazette', fr. gazette. See

prec. word and -eer.

Derivative : gazetteer, tr. v.

gazogene, n., an apparatus for fabricating aerated

water. — F. gazogene, a hybrid coined fr. gaz,

'gas', and combining form -gene. See gas and

-gen.

ge-, combining form meaning 'earth'.— See geo-.

gear, n., equipment, harness, tackle. — ME. gere,

prob. fr. ON. gervi, 'apparel', which is rel. to

OE. gearwe, OS. garewi, OHG. garawi, garwl,

'clothing, dress', OE. gearwian, OS. garuwian,

gerwean, OHG. garawen, gariwen, 'to make

ready', MHG. gerwen, G. gerben, 'to tan', ON.

gdrva, Dan. gjere, 'to make', OE. gearo, gearu,

OS. garo, ON. gorr, OHG. garo, garawer,

MHG., G. gar, 'ready, prepared'. See yare, and

cp. garb, 'style'.

Derivatives: gear, tr. and intr. v., gear-ing, n.,

gear-less, adj.

gecko, n., a kind of house lizard. — Malay ^e/co?,

imitative of its cry.

gedanite, n., a variety of amber (mineral) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gedanum, the

Latin name of Danzig.
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gedrite, n., a variety of antophyllite {mineral.) —
F. gedrite, named after Gedre, in the French Py-

renees. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

gee-gee, n., a horse {colloq.) — Reduplication of

gee, a child's word for 'horse', fr. gee a word
of command to a horse.

geezer, n., an old fellow. — Dial, alteration of

guiser (q.v.)

Gegenschein, n., counterglow, a faint luminous

light seen opposite the sun's direction {astron.)

— G., formed fr. gegen, 'against, counter', and

Schein, 'shine, light, appearance'. See again

and shine.

gehenna, n., hell. — Eccles. L., fr. Gk. y^Evva,

fr. Heb. Ge HinnSm, 'the Valley of Hinnom',

shortened fr. Ge Ben-HinnSm, 'the Valley of the

Son of Hinnom', a valley SW. and S. of Jeru-

salem, where children were sacrificed to Moloch.

gehlenite, n., a calcium aluminum silicate,

CajAliSiiOio {mineral.) — Named by the Ger-

man chemist Johann Nepomuk Fuchs (1774-

1856) after his colleague A. F. Gehlen (1775-

18 15). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

geikelite, n., magnesium titanate {mineral.) —
Named after Sir Archibald Geikie, director of

the Geological Survey of Great Britain (1835-

1924). For the ending see combining form -lite.

geikia, n., a toothless reptile from the New Red
Sandstone of Scotland {paleontol.) — ModL.,
named after Sir Archibald Geikie. See prec.

word.

geikielite, n., magnesium titanate, MgTiOj
(mineral.)— Named after Sir Archibald Geikie.

See geikelite and subst. suff. -ite.

geisha, n., a Japanese professional singing and

dancing girl. — Jap., composed of gei-sha, lit.

'artistic person'.

gelada, n., an Abyssinian ape. — A native name.

gelatin, gelatine, n., animal jelly. — F. gelatine,

fr. It. gelatina, fr. getata, 'jelly', fr. L. geldta,

fem. pp. of geldre, 'to freeze, stiffen'. See gelid

and chem. suff. -in, -ine and cp. jelly.

gelatiniform, adj. — Formed fr. gelatin and L.

forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

gelatinize, tr. v., to change into gelatin ; intr. v.,

to be changed into gelatin. — A hybrid coined

fr. gelatin and -ize, a suff. of Greek origin.

gelatinoid, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. gelatin and
Gk.-oei8Y;?,'like',fr. cISoij.'form, shape'. See -oid.

gelatinous, adj.— ¥ . gelatineux{icm. gelatineuse),

fr. gelatine. See gelatin and -ous.

Derivatives: gelatinous-ly, adv., gelatinous-

ness, n.

gelation, n., freezing. — L. geldtio, gen. -onis,

'freezing', fr. geldtus, pp. of geldre, "to freeze'.

See gelid and -ion.

geW, tr. v., to castrate; to spay. — ME. gelden,

fr. ON. gelda, 'to geld', fr. ON. geldr, 'barren',

which is rel. to OSwed. galder, Swed. gall, Dan.
gold,'NoTW.gjeld,MLG.gelde,OE.gielde,MHG.

gait, G. gait, gelt, 'barren', and prob. also to OE.,

OHG. galan, 'to sing', OE. giellan, 'to scream.

cry'. Accordingly, ON. geldr, etc., prob. meant

originally 'enchanted, bewitched'. See yell and

cp. gale, 'a strong wind', and the last element

in nightingale.

geld, n., payment, tax {English history). — OE.

geld, gield, gild, 'payment', rel. to OS. geld,

OHG., MHG. gelt, 'payment, contribution',

Du., G. geld, 'money', ON. gjald, 'payment',

Goth, gild, 'tribute, tax', and to E. yield (q.v.)

Cp. the second element in Danegeld.

gelding, n., a castrated animal. — ON. geldingr,

fr. geldr, 'barren'. See geld, 'to castrate', and

subst. suff. -ing.

Gelechia, n., a genus of moths, the pink boll-

worm {entomol.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-ia fr. Gk. yTjXex'/i?, 'sleeping on the earth',

fr. y'). 'earth', and X^x°?> 'bed'. For the first

element see geo-. The second element is cogn.

with OE. licgan, 'to lie' ; see lie, 'to recline'. For

the ending see suff. -ia.

Gelechiidae, n. pi., a family of moths (entomol.)

— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -idae.

gelid, adj., freezing, frosty. — L. gelidus, 'icy,

frosty', formed—prob. on analogy of calidus,

'warm'—fr. gela, 'frost'; which is rel. to gla-

des, 'ice', fr. I.-E. base *gel-, 'to freeze, be cold',

whence also Gk. y£XavSp6(;, 'cold', OE. cald,

ceald, 'cold'. See cold and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For the ending see adj. suff. -id.

Derivatives: gelid-ity, n., gelid-ly, adv., gelid-

ness, n.

gelignite, n., a high explosive. — Formed from

the abbreviation of gelatin, L. ignis, 'fire' (see

igneous), and subst. suff. -ite.

gelilah, n., the wrapping up of the Scroll of the

Law (Jewish liturgy). — Heb. g^lild", 'a rolling

up', fr. gdldl, 'he rolled, unfolded', rel. to Aram.

g^ldl, gallil, of s.m., Heb. gilgel, Aram, galgel,

'he rolled away', Heb. gal, Aram, gal, galld,

'heap, wave, willow', Akkad. gillu, 'wave', Heb.

gulls'^, 'basin, bowl', Akkad. gullatu, 'a vessel',

Heb. gdldl, Aram. gallS, gall^li (pi.), g^ldld,

Arab, j'dlla", 'dung', Heb. gdlfl, 'cylinder; dis-

trict', Haggdlil, 'Galilee', gillidtm (pi.), 'idols',

galgdl, 'wheel, whirlwind', Aram, galgdl, gil-

gHd, 'wheel', Mishnaic Heb. galgdl (hd'dyin),

Aram, galg^ld (d^'end), Akkad. gaggultu, 'apple

of the eye', Heb. gulgSleth, Aram, gulgiittd,

gugaltd, Akkad. gulgullu, Arab, jdlaja", jum-

juma", 'skull'. Cp. Megilloth. Cp. also Galilee,

Golgotha and the second element in Abigail.

Cp. also ganglion.

gelo-, combining form meaning 'laughter'. — Fr.

Gk. fiXoic;, 'laughter'. See geloto-.

geloscopy, n., divination by laughter. — Com-
pounded of gelo- and Gk. -oxoTiia, fr. uxo-eiv,

'to look at, examine'. See -scopy.

geloto-, combining form meaning 'laughter'. —
Gk. YeXaiTo-, fr. yfXto;, gen. fiXiOToq, 'laughter',

rel. to ysXav, 'to laugh', -(a.\r,mq, 'calm, serene',

yotXiQvr), 'stilness of wind and wave', and cogn.

with Arm. cair, gen. calu, 'laughter, ci-calim.
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*I laugh'. Cp. gelo-, Aglaia, Aglaspis, glenoid.

Cp. also clean.

Gelsemium, n., a genus of plants, the yellow

jessamine (6or.) — ModL., fr. gelsomino, the

Italian name of the jessamine. See jasmine,

jessamine. For the ending see ist -ium.

gem, n., precious stone. — ME. gemme, fr. MF.
(= F.) gemme, 'precious stone', fr. L. gemma,

'precious stone; bud'. See gemma.

Derivative : gem, tr. v.

Gemara, n., commentary on the Mishnah (to-

gether with which it forms the Talmud). —
Aram, g^mdrd, emphatic state of g'mdr, 'com-

pletion; learning', fr. g'mdr, 'he finished, com-

pleted; he learned completely; he learned',

which is rel. to Heb. gdmdr, 'he ended, com-

pleted', and to Arab, jdmmara, 'he collected,

assembled'.

gematria, n., explanation of the sense of a word

by substituting for it another word, so that the

numerical value of the letters constituting either

word is identical. — Mishnaic Heb. gimatriyyd,

metathesis of Gk. *Ypajj,(ji,aTei5, 'play upon

letters', fr. YpifjLpia, gen. ypafi.fi.aTo?, 'letter', lit.

'that which is written'. See -gram, -grapli.

gemel, n., one of a pair of bars {her.) — OF.
(whence F. gemeau, j'umeau), 'twin', fr. L. ge-

mellus, dimin. of geminus. See Gemini and cp.

next word and gimbal.

gemellus, n., name of either of two small muscles

(atiat.) — L., 'twin'; in the modern, anatomical

sense, it is a loan translation of F. les jumeaux,

'the twins', a name coined by the French

surgeon Ambroise Pare (died in 1590). See

gemel.

geminate, adj., found In pairs. — L. gemindtus,

pp. of gemindre, 'to double, repeat', fr. geminus.

See Gemini and adj. suff. -ate.

geminate, tr. v., to double. — See prec. word.

gemination, n. — L. gemindtio, gen. -onis, 'a

doubling', fr. gemindtus, pp. of gemindre. See

geminate, adj., and -ion.

Gemini, n. pi., i) the constellation of Castor and

Pollux; 2) the third sign of the Zodiac. — L.,

'twins', specif, 'the constellation Castor and

Pollux' ;
prob. cogn. with OI. yamdft, Avestic

y'md, 'twin', Mir. emon (masc.), emuin (fern.),

pair of twins'. These words possibly derive fr.

l.-E. base *gem-, 'to press', whence also Gk.

vEfxeiv, 'to be pregnant, to be full of, Mir.

gemel, W. gefyn, 'fetter'. Gk. yajjiEiv, 'to marry'.

Is not cogn. with L. geminus. Cp. gemel, tri-

geminous.

gemma, n., i) a bud (hot.); 2) a budlike growth

(zool.) — L., 'bud
;
precious stone', possibly for

*gembh-md, fr. I.-E. base *gembh-, 'to cut to

pieces', whence also Lith. zemba, iembiti, 'to

sprout', zembiu, zeihbti, 'to cut to pieces',

OSlav. zfftp, 'I tear to pieces', pro-z^bati, 'to

sprout, shoot forth', OI. jdmbhate, jdbhate,

'snaps at', jdmbhafi, 'tooth', OE. cdmb, 'comb*.

See camb and cp. gem, gemmule.

gemmate, adj., having buds. — L. gemmdtus,

'provided with buds', pp. of gemmdre, 'to put

forth buds', fr. gemma, 'bud'. See gemma and

adj. suff. -ate.

gemmate, intr. v., to bud. — L. gemmdtus, 'pro-

vided with buds'. See prec. word.

Derivative: gemmat-ion, n.

gemmiferous, adj., i) yielding gems; 2) bearing!

buds (bot. and zool.) — Compounded ofgemma
and -ferous.

gemmiparous, adj., producing buds {biol.) —
Compounded of gemma and -parous,

gemmule, n., a small gemma or bud. — L. gem-

mula, 'a little bud', dimin. oigemma. See gemma
and -ule.

gemmy, adj., full of gems. — Formed fr. gem

with adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: gemmi-ly, adv., gemmi-ness, n.

Gemonies, n. pi. {Roman antiq.) — L. Gemoniae,

shortened fr. Gemoniae scdlae, steps on the

Aventine Hill down which the bodies of exe-

cuted criminals were dragged to be thrown into

the Tiber. The name is prob. of Etruscan origin;

its connection with L. gemere, 'to sigh, groan',

is folk etymology.

gemot, n., a meeting {English hist.)— OE. gemot,

'meeting'. See moot, 'meeting', and cp. hallmoot,

witenagemot.

gemsbok, n., a South African antelope. — Du.,

rel. to G. Gemsbock, lit. 'the male of the cha-

mois', fr. Du. gems (resp. G. Gemse), 'chamois',

and bok (resp. G. Bock), 'buck'. The first ele-

ment is a loan word fr. L. camox, 'chamois',

which itself is a loan word from an Indo-Euro-

pean language spoken by the ancient inhabi-

tants of the Alps. This word derives fr. I.-E.

base *kem-, 'hornless', whence also Gk. xcpidt?,

'young deer, gazelle'. See hind, 'female of the

deer', and cp. chamois. For the second element

in gemsbok see buck,

-gen, combining form used in the senses : i) some-

thing produced; 2) something that produces as

in oxygen, hydrogen. The second sense is mo-
dern ; it was introduced by the French chemist

Antoine-Laurent de Lavoisier (in his Traite de

Chimie, published in 1789). — F. -g^ne, fr. Gk.

-yevT]?, 'bom of, produced by', from the stem of

yewav, 'to beget, bring forth, generate, pro-

duce'. See genus and cp. words there referred to.

gena, n., the cheek {zool.) — L., 'cheek'. See

chin and cp. words there referred to.

genappe, n., a smooth worsted yam. — Fr. Ge-

nappe, a town in Belgium; so called because

first made at Genappe.

gendarme, n., an armed policeman. — F. gens

d'armes, 'men at arms', lit. 'men of arms'. F.

gens, 'men', is the plural of gent, 'nation,

people', fr. L. gentem, ace. of gens, 'race, na-

tion, people' ; F. de, 'from, of, comes fr. L. de,

'from, away from' ; F. amfies derives fr. L. arma,

'weapons'. See gens, de- aid ann, n.

gendarmerie, n., gendarmes collectively. — F.
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See prec. word and -ery.

gender, n. — ME. gendre, fr. OF. gendre (F.

genre), fr. L. genus, gen. generis, 'sort, kind,

class; sex, gender'. See genus and cp. genre,

which is a doublet of gender.

Derivative: gender-less, adj.

gender, tr. v., to engender {Biblical and archaic).—
OF. gendrer, fr. L. gemrdre, 'to engender', fr.

genus, gen. generis. See prec. word and cp.

engender.

gene, n., a hypothetical agent transmitted from

parent to offspring {biol). — See -gen.

-gene, combining form, identical in meaning and

origin, with -gen (q.v.)

genealogical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. Gk. yevEaXoytKot;, 'of genealogy', fr. yevea-

Xoyia. See next word and -ic.

Derivative : genealogical-ly, adv.

genealogy, n. — ME. genealogie, fr. OF. genea-

logie (F. genealogie), fr. Late L. genealogia, fr.

Gk. ysveaXoyiS, 'account of a family, making

of a pedigree, genealogy', fr. yEveaXoyoi;, 'maker

of a pedigree, genealogist', which is formed fr.

ycvEiS, 'descent', and -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See genus and -logy.

Derivatives: genealogical (q.v.), genealog-ist,

n., genealog-ize, v.

gener, n., son-in-law. — L., prob. fr. *gemeros

(the n being due to the influence of words like

gens, 'nation', genitor, 'parent, creator'), fr.

I.-E. base *gem-, 'to marry'; cogn. with Gk.

yafiPpoi;, 'son-in-law, brother-in-law, father-in-

law', and with Gk. ya(AETv, 'to take to wife, to

marry'. See bigamy and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

generable, adj., capable of being generated. —
L. generdbilis, 'that which has the power of gen-

erating', fr. generdre. See generate and -able.

general, adj. — OF. (F. general), fr. L. generdlis,

'of a specific kind; relating to all, general', fr.

genus, gen. generis, 'sort, kind, class'. See genus

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: general, n., generality (q.v.),

general-ize, tr. and intr. v., general-ly, adv.

general, n. — OF. (F. general), fr. general, adj.

See general, adj.

generalissimo, n., supreme military commander.
— It. superl. oi generale, 'general', fr. generate,

adj., 'general', fr. L. generdlis. See general, adj.

and n.

generality, n.— F. generalite, fr. L. generdlitdtem,

ace. of generdlitds, 'generality', fr. generdlis. See

general, adj., and -ity.

generate, tr. v. — L. generdtus, pp. of generdre,

'to beget, bring forth, produce, generate', fr.

genus, gen. generis, 'birth, descent, race'. See

gams and verbal suff. -ate and cp. gender, v.,

engmder.

Derivatives: generation (q.v.), generat-ive, adj.,

generative-ly, adv., geuerative-ness, n., genera-

tor (q.v.)

generation, n. — L. gen?rdtid, gen. -onis, 'a gen-

erating, generation', fr. L. generdtus, pp. of

gemrdre. See generate and -ion.

generator, n., i) a p;rson who or a thing that

generates; 2) an apparatus for producing steam

or gas; 3) an apparatus for changing mechanical

into electrical energy; a dynamo. — L., 'en-

genderer, producer, generator', fr. generdtus,

pp. of generdre. See generate and agential suff.

-or.

generatrix, n., a point, line or surface that gen-

erates a line, surface or solid {geom.) — L., 'she

that generates', fern, of generator. See prec.

word and -trix.

generic, adj., pertaining to a genus, kind or class.

— Formed with suff. -ic fr. L. genus, gen. generis,

'sort, kind, class'. See genus.

Derivatives: generic-al-ly, adv., generic-al-

ness, n.

generosity, n. — F. generosite, fr. L. generosi-

tdtem, ace. of generdsitds, 'nobility, excellence,

magnanimity', fr. generdsus. See n3xt word

and -ity.

generous, adj. — F. genereux (fem. genereuse),

fr. L. generdsus, 'of noble birth, noble, excel-

lent, magnanimous', fr. genus, gen. generis,

birth, descent, origin*. See genus and -ous.

Dsrivatives: generous-ly, adv., generuus-ness, n.

genesis, n., i) {cap.) the first book of the Penta-

teuch; 2) origin, creation. — L., fr. Gk. ylvsa!.!:,

'birth, descent, origin', which is rel. to ylvot;,

'birth, descent, race', yEvea, yevet], ysvETr), of

s.m., yEVET7)p, 'father', fr. I.-E. base *gen-,

*gene-, 'to beget, produce'. S;e genus and cp.

wordi thsre referred to.

-genesis, combining form msaning 'origination,

generation, formation', as in biogenesis, patho-

genesis. — Fr. L. genesis, fr. Gk. ysMea!.;. See

pre:, word.

genet, n., a small civetcat; also its fur. — OF.

genete, gemtte (F. genette), fr. Sp. gineta, fr.

Arab, jdrnait.

genethliac, adj., pertaining to tha casting of nativ-

ities; pertaining to a birthday. — L. geneth-

liacus, fr. Gk. yEvsC^Xicxxo?, 'pertaining to birth,

pertaining to nativity', fr. yEvs^Xio;, 'of one's

birth', fr. yEvs&Xr), 'birth', which is rel. to

yEvEat?, 'birth, descent, origin'. See genesis.

genethliacon, n., a birthday ode. — Gk. yEvs&Xi-

axov, prop. neut. of the adjective yEVESXiaxo;,

'pertaining to a birthday', used as a noun. See

prec. word.

genethlialogy, n., the art of casting nativities;

astrology. — Gk. yevE&XiaXoyia, 'casting of

nativities, astrology", fr. yEve^XtaXoycK;, 'caster

of nativities', which Is compounded of ysvE-

dXio?, 'of one's birth', and -Xoyo;, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See genethliac and -logy,

genetic, adj., pertaining to genesis. — A modern

word formed fr. genesis on analogy of Greek

adjectives ending in -ztat-ic,, which correspond
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to nouns ending in -sciq. See suff. -etic.

Derivatives: genetic-al-ly, adv., genetics (q.v.)

-genetic, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

genesis or generation', as in biogenetic. — See

prec. word.

genetics, n., that branch of biology which deals

with heredity. — Coined by the English biol-

ogist and geneticist William Bateson (1861-1926)

fr. genetic and suff. -ics.

genetrix, n., a mother. — L. genetrix, genitrix,

'a mother', lit. 'she that bears', fem. oigenitor,

'parent, father'. See genitor and -trix.

geneva, n., gin {liquor). — Earlier Du. genever

(now Jenever), fr. ON. genevre (F. geniivre), fr.

L. jmiperus, 'juniper'. See juniper and cp. gin,

'liquor'.

Genevieve, fem. PN. — F. Genevieve, fr. Late L.

Genovefa, which is prob. of Celtic origin.

genial, adj., mild, kindly. — L. genidlis, 'per-

taining to birth or generation; nuptial, festival;

pleasant', fr. genius, 'tutelary spirit'. See genius

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: geniality (q.v.), genial-ize, tr. v.,

genial-ly, adv., genial-ness, n.

genial, adj., pertaining to the chin. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. y^vetov, 'chin', which

is related to yivuq, 'the lower jaw, cheek, chin',

and cogn. with L. gena, 'cheek', Goth, kinnus,

'cheek', OE. cinn, 'chin'. See chin and cp. words

there referred to.

geniality, n. — Late L. genidlitas, 'festivity,

pleasantness', fr. L. genialis. See genial, 'mild',

and -ity.

genie, adj., pertaining to a gene (Wo/.) — See

gene and -ic.

-genie, combining form meaning 'producing', as

in endogenic, eugenic. — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. nouns ending in -gen or -geny.

geniculate, geniculated, adj., having knots or

joints.— L. geniculdtus, 'having knots or joints',

fr. genicutum, 'little knee; knot on the stalk of

a plant', dimin. of genii, 'knee'. See genu and

the suff. -cule, and -ate, resp. also -ed.

Derivatives: geniculat-ed, adj., geniculate-ly,

adv., geniculation, n.

geniculum, n., a small kneelike structure (anat.)

— L., 'little knee'. See prec. word.

genie, n., a jinni.— ¥. genie, fr. l^. genius, 'tutelary

spirit' (see genius); confused in sense with jinni.

genio-, pertaining to the chin (anat.) •— Gk.

YsvEio-, fr. YEVEiov, 'chin'. See genial, 'pertaining

to the chin'.

Genista, n., a genus of plants, the woad waxen

ibot.) — L. genista, 'broom', a foreign word, as

proved by its ending, -ista. The var. genistra

points to Etruscan origin. See fenestra and cp.

Herbig, Indogermanische Forschungen, 37,

171 ff.

genital, adj., 1) pertaining to reproduction;

2) pertaining to the reproductive organs. — L.

genitalis, 'pertaining to generation or birth',

fr. genitus, pp. oi gignere, 'to beget, bear, bring

forth, produce'. See genus and adj. suff. -al and

cp. congenital. Cp. also genesis.

genitalia, n. pL, the genitals. — L. genitalia (scil.

membra), 'genitals', neut. pi. of genitalis. See

prec. word.

genitals, n. pi., the reproductive organs. —
Formed from genital.

genitive, adj. and n. — Fr. L. {casus) genitivus,

ht. 'the case expressing origin', fr. genitivus,

'pertaining to birth or generation', fr. genitus,

pp. of gignere, 'to beget, bear, bring forth' (see

genus and -ive and cp. Gentoo). L. casus geni-

tivus is prop, mistranslation of Gk. y^vw/)

(tttcoctk;), 'the case expressing race or kind', fr.

Y^o?, 'race, kind' (see genus). For the Latin

mistranslation of another Greek case name see

accusative.

Derivatives: genitiv-al, adj., genitive-ly, adv.

genito-, pertaining to the genitals. — Fr. L. geni-

tus, pp. of gignere. See genital.

genius, n.— L., 'tutelary spirit; inclination', orig.

'generative power', for *gen-yos, fr. I.-E. base

*gen-, 'to beget, produce'. Seegenus and cp. king.

genius loci, the tutelary of a place. — See prec.

word and locus.

genizah, n., storeroom of a synagogue in which

Hebrew books are preserved. — Mishnaic Heb.

g'nizd'', 'hiding place', fr. gdndz, 'he saved; he

hid', rel. to Biblical Heb.g^ndzim (pi.), 'treasury'

(in the Bible the word occurs only in the construct

state pi. ginzi); borrowed fr. Pers. ganj, 'treas-

ure', whence also Aram, g'^naz, 'he saved',

ginzd, gazzd, 'treasure', Arab, jdnaza, 'he cov-

ered up'. Cp. Arm. ganj, Gk. yxCfic (whence L.

gdza), and Hung, kincs, 'treasure', which are

also Persian loan words. Cp. also gunge. Cp.

also gazette and the first element in Caspar,

Jasper.

genocide, n., extermination of an ethnic group. —
Lit. 'killing a tribe'; a hybrid coined fr. Gk.

Y^vo?, 'race, tribe', and L. -cldere, fr. caedere,

'to kill' ; see genus and -cide, 'killing'. The cor-

rect word would be genticide, in which both

elements are of Latin origin. The word genocide

was introduced by Raphael Lemkin in his Axis

Rule in OccupiedEurope, 1 944, p. 1 9. See Encyclo-

pedia Britannica, Book of the Year 1949, p. 386.

•genous, suff. forming adjectives meaning 1) 'gen-

erating, producing, yielding', as in erogenous;

2) 'produced by', as in autogenous. — Com-
pounded of the suffixes -gen and -ous.

genre, n., i) kind, sort; 2) style.— F.,fT.L. genus,

gen. generis, 'sort, kind, class'. See genus and cp.

gender, n., which is a doublet of genre.

genro, n., the elder statesmen of Japan. — Jap.,

lit. 'first elders'.

gens, n., a tribe, clan {Roman hist.) — L. gens,

gen. gentis, 'race, clan, nation, people', rel. to

genus, gen. generis, 'birth, descent, origin, race,

sort, kind, class'. See genus and cp. genteel,

gentile, gentle, Gentoo, gentry, jaunty. Cp. also

the first element in gendarme.
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genteel, adj., well-bred. — Re-adopted in the

1 6th cent. fr. F. gentil, which appears first in

EngUsh under the form gentle (q.v.) See also

gens and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: genteel-ly, adv., genteel-ness, n.,

genteel-ism, n.

gentian, n., any plant of the genus Gentiana.

_ OF. (= F.) gentiane, fr. L. gentiana, a word

of prob. lUyrian origin (the suff. -an frequently

occurs in lUyrian words). The connection with

the Ulyrian king Gentius, suggested by Phny,

is folk etymology. See Walde-Hofmann, LEW.,

I, p. 592.

Gentiana, n., a genus of plants (6of.) — ModL.

See prec. word.

Gentianaceae, n. pi., a family of plants {bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

gentianaceous, adj., — See prec. word and

-aceous.

gentile, adj., not Jewish; n., a non-Jew. — F.

gentil, fr. L. gentllis, 'belonging to the same gens

(stock); heathen, pagan, non-Jew', fr. gens, gen.

gentis, 'race, clan'. See gens and words there

referred to.

Derivatives: gentil-ic, adj. and n., gentil-ish,

adj., gentil-dom, n., gentil-ism, n.

gentilicious, adj. {obsol.), pertaining to a gentile.

— See prec. word and -ous.

gentilitial, adj., pertaining to a gens; peculiar to

a nation. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

gentilicius, 'pertaining to a gens', fr. gentllis.

See gentile.

gentaity,n., i) gentle birth; 2) politeness. — OF.

gentilite (F. gentilite), fr. L. gentilitdtem, ace. of

gentilitds, 'relationship of those who belong to

a gens', fr. gentllis. See gentile and -ity.

gentle, adj., 1) well-born; 2) honorable; 3) res-

pectable. — OF. gentil, 'of good family, noble'

(whence F. gentil, 'nice, graceful, pleasing, fine,

pretty'), fr. L. gentllis, 'belonging to the same

gens'. See gentile and cp. genteel.

Derivatives: gentle, n., gentle-ness, n., gently

(q.v.)

gentleman, n. — Compounded of gentle, in the

sense of 'well-bom', and man.

Derivatives : gentleman-hood, n., gentleman-like,

adj., gentleman-ly, adj., gentleman-li-ness, n.,

gentleman-ship, n.

gentlewoman, n.— Compounded of gentle, in the

sense of 'well-born', and woman. Cp. gentle-

man.

Derivatives: gentlewoman-hood, n., gentlewo-

man-like, adv., gentlewoman-ly, adj., gentle-

woman-li-ness, n.

gently, adv. — Formed fr. gentle with adv. suff.

-ly.

Gentoo, n., a Hindu; a Telugu; the Telugu

language. — Corruption of Port, gentio, 'a gen-

tile', fr. L. genitivus, 'pertaining to generation',

fr. genitus, pp. oi gignere, 'to beget'. See genus

and cp. genitiTe, gens, gentile.

gentrice, n., noble birth; gentry {archaic). —

ME., fr. OF. genterise, a var. ofgentelise, 'nobil-

ity', fr. gentil. See gentle and cp. next word.

gentry, n.—ME.,'nobiUty',prob.backformation

fr. prec. word, the ending of which was mistaken

forthe plural suff. -s. For similarback format ions

cp. pea and words there referred to.

genu, n., the knee {anat.) — L. genii, cogn. with

01. Jdnu, Gk. Y^w, Goth, kniu, OE. cneo,

'knee'. See knee, and cp. geniculate, genuflect,

-gon.

Derivative: genu-al, adj.

genuflect, intr. v., to bend the knee. — ML.

genHflectere, 'to bend the knee', fr. L. genu,

'knee', and flectere, 'to bend'. See prec. word

and flex.

Derivatives: genuflection (q.v.), genuflect-ory,

adj.
.

genuflection, genuflexion, n. — F. genuflexion,

fr. ML. genuflexionem, ace. of genuflexio,

'bending of the knee', fr. genuflex-{um), pp.

stem of genHflectere. See prec. word and -ion

and cp. flection, flexion,

genuine, adj. — L. genuinus, 'innate, native, na-

tural', back formation fr. ingenuus, 'native, free-

born, upright' (the ending was influenced by

adulter-tnus, 'born of adultery, bastard, counter-

feit'), fr. I.-E. base *gen-, 'to beget; to be born'.

See next word and cp. ingenuous.

Derivatives: genuine-ly, adv., genuine-ness, n.

genus, n., a class; a kind, sort. — L., 'birth,

descent, origin, race, sort, kind, class; sex,

gender', fr. I.-E. base *ien-, *gene-, *gend-,

*gn-, 'to beget, bear, bring forth; produce',

whence also L. gens, 'race, clan, nation, people',

gignere (for gi-gn-ere), 'to beget, bear, bring

forth, produce', ndsci{ior *gndscl), 'to be born',

ndtus, gnatus, 'bom', ndtio, 'birth, breed, race,

people, nation', ndtura, 'birth, nature', Gk.

Y^o?, 'race, descent, gender, kind', YiY^eo&ai,

(for Y'-Y^e-<J^aO. 'W be born, become, hap-

pen', y^sik;, 'origin, source, birth, race, des-

cent', YE^s*. Yeve^, ^t»tri\, 'birth', -^e^z-vrfi,

YEv^Tcop, Ys^ETT]?, 'begetter, father, ancestor',

Yovsiii;, 'father, ancestor', yovyj, 'that which is

begotten, offspring; that which generates, seed,

semen; genitals; the act of generarion; race,

family', y^vos. ''hat which is begotten, child,

offspring; procreation; race, birth, descent;

seed, semen; genitals', -yvtitoi; (in compounds),

'bom', YvoJTii;, 'kinsman, brother', OI. jdnati,

'begets, bears', janitdr-, 'begetter, father', jdni-

man-, jdnman-, 'biith',jdnah,'Tiice',jdtdh, 'born',

jdtih, 'birth, family', jOdtih, 'kinsman', Avestic

zizan'nti, 'they bear', zaz'nti, 'they beget', zdta-,

'bora'. Arm. cnanim (aor. cnay), 'I bear; I am

bora', Lett, znuots, 'son-in-law, brother-in-law',

Lith. gentis, 'kinsman', Olr. ro-genar, 'I was

bom', W. geni, 'to be bom'. Cp. Antigone, ar-

cbegonium, benign, cognate, congener, connate,

degenerate, engine, epigone, Erigenia, eugenic,

-gen, gendarme, gender, gene, genealogy, gener,

genml, generate, generation, generous, genesis.
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genetic, genial, 'mild', genie, genital, genitive, ge-

nius, genre, gens, genteel, gentile, gentility, gentle,

gentleman, Gentoo, gentry, genuine, -geny, ge-

nyo-, germ, german, germane, germen, germinal,

Gerygone, gingerly, gonad, gonidium, gonorrhea,

-gony, heterogeneous, homogeneous, indigene,

indigenous, ingenuous, innate, Iphigenia, Jataka,

jaunty, kin, kinchin, kind, n., kind, adj., kindred,

king, malign, mirza, miscegenation, nascent,

natal, nation, native, nature, nevus, oogonium,

perigonium, Prajapati, primogeniture, progeny,

shahzada, Telegonus, ultimogeniture.

-geny, suff. denoting 'genesis, origin, production',

as in biogeny, embryogeny. — F. -genie, fr. Gk.

-fhieia., fr. -yevr]?, 'born, produced'. See -gen

and -y (representing Gk. -[a, -eta).

genyo-, combining form denoting the lower Jaw.
— Fr. Gk. yivxti;, 'the lower jaw', which is rel.

to YEvetov, 'chin'. See genial, 'pertaining to the

chin', and cp. genio-.

geo-, combining form meaning 'earth'. — Gk.

YSW-, fr. "[Tj, 'the earth', rel. to Dor. Gk. fa,

Homeric foiXtx, Cyprian ^a, 'the earth' ; of un-

known origin. Cp. Gaea, apogee, Epigaea, epi-

geous, George, georgic, hypogeum, perigee.

geocentric, adj., having the earth as center. —
Compounded of geo-, and centric. Cp. helio-

centric.

Derivatives: geocentric-al-ly, adv., geocentric-

ism, n.

geocronite, n., a lead antimony sulfide {mineral.)

— Compounded of geo-,Gk. Kpovo?, 'Cronus'

—

here used in its alchemistic sense 'lead'—and

subst. sufF. -ite. Cp. Saturn, which is the Roman
equivalent of Cronus and is used in alchemy in

the same sense, and see Cronus.

geode, n., a rounded stone having a hollow center

lined with crystals. — F. geode, fr. L. geodes,

fr. Gk. yecoSt]?, 'earthlike', fr. yi), 'earth', and

-wSv)?, 'like'. See geo- and -ode, 'like', and cp.

geoid.

geodesic, adj., pertaining to geodesy.— See geo-

desy and -ic.

geodesist, n., a student of geodesy. — See next

word and -ist.

geodesy, n., the science of determining the shape

and size of the earth.— Gk. YEoiSaiCTiS, 'division

of the earth', compounded of yz<x>- (see geo-) and

the stem of SatcaS^ai, 'to divide'. See demon.

geodetic, geodetical, adj., geodesic. — See geo-

desic.

Derivative: geodetical-ly, adv.

geodic, adj., pertaining to a geode. — See geode

and -ic.

Geoffrey, masc. PN. — OF. (= F.) Geoffroi, fr.

ML. Galfridus, Gaufridus, a compound trace-

able to OHG. gewi, gouwes (MHG. gou, gou,

G. Gau), 'district', which is perh. cogn. with

Arm. gav-ar, 'region', and to OHG. fridu,

'peace', for which see free and cp. words there

referred to.

geognostic, adj., pertaining to geognosy. —
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Formed fr. geo- and Gk. yv(d<TTt>t6i;, 'pertaining

to knowing', fr. yvcooTii;, later form of yvwt6(;,

'known', verbal adj. of Yiyveoaxeiv, 'to know'.

See gnosis, and -ic and cp. next word.

geognosy, n., that part of geology which deals

with the structure of the earth. — F. geognosie,

lit. 'the knowledge of the earth', fr. Gk. ysw-

(see geo-) and yvmctii;, 'knowledge'. See gnosis

and cp. prec. word.

ge(^ony, n., the science of the genesis of the

earth. — Compounded of geo- and -gony.

geographic, adj., geographical. — See next word.

geographical, adj. — L. geographicus, fr. Gk.

YEfOYpatpixA?, 'pertaining to geography', fr.

YEwypaipta. See next word, -ic and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative : geographical-ly, adv.

geography, n. — F. geographic, fr. L. geographia,

fr. Gk. yetoYpaipia, 'geography', lit. 'description

of the earth', fr. YetoYpa90(;, 'earth-describing',

which is compounded of yew- (see geo-) and

"YpacpiS, fr, Ypa9etv, 'to write'. See -graphy and

cp. anthropogeography, phytogeograph, zoogeo-

graphy.

geoid, n., a geometrical solid nearly identical

with the figure of the earth. — G. Geoid, coined

by the German geodesist Johann Benedikt Listing

(1808-82) in 1872 fr. Gk. ysoe'St)?, 'earthlike',

which is compounded of xh, 'the earth', and

-osiS^i;, 'like', fr. stSo?, 'form, shape'. See geo-

and -old and cp. geode.

geology, n. — ModL. geologia, 'the study of the

earth' (to be distinguished fr. ML. geologia,

which was used in the sense of 'the study of

earthly things', esp. applied to law); compound-
ed of geo- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: geolog-ic, geolog-ic-al, adjs., geo-

log-ic-al-ly, adv., geolog-ist, n., geolog-ize, intr.

and tr. v.

geomancy, n., divination by means of figures;

orig. divination by means of figures formed by

handfuls of earth. — F. geomancie, fr. ML. geo-

mantia, which is compounded of geo- and Gk.

(xavTEtS, 'oracle, divination'. See -mancy.

geomantic, adj., pertaining to geomancy. — See

prec. word and mantic.

geometer, n. — L. geometres, geometra, fr. Gk.

Yetoix^TpY)?, 'land measurer, geometer', which is

compounded of ye&i- (see geo-) and [ierpEiv, 'to

measure', fr. (x^rpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

geometric, adj.— Gk. YEoiiiETpixoi;, 'of geometry,

geometrical', fr. YstotJtsTpta. See geometry and -ic.

Derivatives: geometric-al, adj., geometricat-ty,

adv.

geometrician, n. — Formed fr. geometry with

suff. -ician.

Geometridae, n. pi., a family of moths (entomol.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -idae, fr. L. geo-

metres, geometra, 'measurer of the earth' (see

geometer); so called because the larvae owing

651 gerent

to their bending and twisting motion appear as

if they were measuring the ground.

geometrize, intr. v., to study geometry; tr. v., to

work out by geometrical methods. — Formed
from next word with suff. -ize.

geometry, n. — F. geometric, fr. L. geometria, fr.

Gk. YEw^STpia, 'geometry', lit. 'measurement of

the earth', fr. -^zmt^i-zpric,. See geometer and -y

(representing Gk. -ta).

Geonoma, n., a genus of American palms of the

family Arecaceae {hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. yew-

vojioi;, 'one who distributes land; one who re-

ceives a portion of distributed lands, colonist',

which is compounded of yza- (see geo-) and

-v6[A0(;, fr. vijiEiv, 'to deal out, distribute'. See

geo- and Nemesis and cp. gnome, 'a dwarfish

person'.

geophagy, n., the practice of eating earth. — Lit.

'eating of earth' ; compounded of geo- and Gk.

-cpaYta, 'eating of. See -phagy.

Derivative: geophag-ist, n.

geophone, n,, instrument for detecting sounds

passing underground. — Compounded of geo-

and Gk. 9covif), 'sound'. See -phone,

geophysics, n., the physics of the earth. — Com-
pounded of geo- and physics.

Derivative: geophysic-al, adj.

geoponic, adj., pertaining to agriculture. — Gk.

YEtoTTOvuto?, 'pertaining to a husbandman', fr.

YEOj^dvo;, 'husbandman', which is compounded

of YEto- (see geo-) and 7r6voi;, 'toil, labor', whence

TTOvsTv, 'to toil, work hard', 7Tov7)p6i;, 'painful,

distressed; bad, worthless'. Gk. tiovo; stands in

gradational relationship to tievt);, 'poor', ttevCS,

'poverty', TT^vEaS^at, 'to work for one's living,

to toil, labor'. Cp. Ponera and the second ele-

ment in Melipona, leucopenia.

geoponics, n., agriculture. — See prec. word and

-ics.

George, masc. PN. — F. Georgc(s), fr. Late L.

Georgius, fr. Gk. y£"PYo?' 'husbandman', which

is compounded of y^, 'earth', and the base of

EpYov, 'work'. See geo- and ergon and cp.

georgic.

Derivatives: Georgi-an, adj. and n.

georgette, n., a thin silk crepe. — F., named after

Mme. Georgette de la Plante, a French dress-

maker.

Georgian, adj., pertaining to any of the four

Georges, kings of England. — See George and

-ian.

Georgian, adj., pertaining to the country of Geor-

gia in the Caucasus. — Formed fr. Georgia

with suff. -an.

Georgiana, Georgina, fem. PN. — Fern, deriv-

atives of George (q.v.)

georgic, adj., relating to agriculture. — L. geor-

gicus, fr. Gk. yewpfviiz, 'of husbandry, agri-

cultural', fr. fzapyii;, 'husbandman'. See

George and -ic

geotropic, adj., pertaining to geotropism. — See

next word and -tropic.

geotropism, n., tendency to grow toward the

center of the earth (biol.) — Coined by the

German botanist Albert Bernhard Frank (1839-

1900) in 1868 fr. geo-, Gk. TpoTO), 'a turning',

and suff. -ism. See trope, tropism, and cp. helio-

tropism and words there referred to.

gephyr-, form of gephyro- before a vowel.

Gephyrea, n., a class of marine worms (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. Y^9'5pa. 'bridge'. See gephyro-.

gephyro-, before a vowel gephyr-, combining

form meaning 'bridge'. — Fr. Gk. yetf\iptx,

'bridge', which is prob. cogn. with Arm.

kamurj, 'bridge'.

ger, n., a proselyte to Judaism. — Heb. ger, lit.

'sojourner', from the stem of gUr, 'to sojourn',

rel. to Arab, jar, Ethiop. gor, 'neighbor', Aram.

giyyord, Syr. giyyurd, 'proselyte'. Cp. the first

element in Gershom.

gerah, n., i/ioth of a shekel {Hebrew antiq.)—
Heb. gerd'', 'bean; the i/2oth part of the shekel',

rel. to Akkad. giru, '1/20 of a shekel', and to

Heb. gargdr, Aram, garg'rd, 'berry', Arab, jar-

jar, 'bean', Akkad. gurgurru, gingirru, name of

a plant. Cp. Gigartina.

Gerald, masc. PN. — OF. Girall, Giraut (cp. F.

Geralde, Geraud, Giraud), introduced into Eng-

land by the Normans; fr. OHG. Gerwald, lit.

'spear wielder', compounded of ger, 'spear', and

-wald, from the base of waltan, 'to rule', which

is rel. to OE. wealdan, of s.m. For the first ele-

ment see gar and cp. Gerard, for the second

see wield.

Geraldine, fem. PN. — Formed fr. prec. word

with suff. -ine.

Geraniaceae, n. pi., the geranium family (bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Geranium with suff. -aceae.

geraniaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Geranium, n., a genus of plants, the cranesbill

(hot.) — L. geranion, geranium, 'cranesbill', fr.

Gk. YEpaviov, of s.m., fr. fipoLvoci, 'crane', which

is cogn. with L. griis, OE. cran, 'crane' ; so called

because the fruit resembles a cranesbill. See

crane and cp. words there referred to."

Gerard, masc. PN. — OF. Gerart (F. Gerard), of

Teut. origin; cp. OHG. Gerhard, lit. 'strong

with the spear', compounded of ger, 'spear',

and hart, 'hard'. For the first element see gar

and cp. Gerald; for the second see hard.

Gerardia, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,

named after the English botanist John Gerarde

(1545-1612). For the ending see suff. -ia.

geratology, n., the study of decadence, esp. in

groups of animals approaching extinction. —
Lit. 'the study of old age', compounded of Gk.

•fripoLZ, gen. xifiazoc,, 'old age', and -'^ofii, fr.

-"kifoz, 'one who sfwaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See ger-

onto- and -logy.

gerbe,gerb, n., a wheat sheaf.— F.gerbe. See garb,

gerent, n., one who rules, governs. — L. gerens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of gerere, 'to bear, carry,

produce, show, manifest, manage, rule, govern.
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accomplish, perforin, do', of uncertain origin;

not connected with ON. kasta, 'to cast' (see

cast). Cp. gest, jest and the second element in

armigerent, belligerent, vicegerent, claviger,

Globigerina, Peltigera. Cp. also gerund, gesta-

tion, gesticulate, gesture, agger, congestion, di-

gest, egest, exaggerate, ingest, progestion, reg-

ister, registration, registry, res gesta, suggest.

gerfalcon, gyrfalcon, n., a large falcon of the

northern regions. — ME. gerfaucon, fr. OF.
gerfalc, gerfauc, gerfaucon (F. gerfaut), of Teut

origin; cp. ON. geirfalki, MHG. girfalc, ger-

falc. The first element of these Teut. words is

prob. related to Du. gier, OHG., MHG. gtr,

G. Geier, 'vulture'; see lammergeier. For the

second element see falcon.

gerhardtite, n., a basic copper nitrate {mineral^

— Named after the French chemist Charles-

Frederic Gerhardt (i 8 16-56). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

geriatrics, n., that part of medicine which deals

with the diseases of old age. — Coined by I. L.

Nascher (1863-1944) in 1914 fr. Gk. y^ptov, 'an

old man', and tarpte, 'a healing'. See geronto-

and -iatric. The correct form would have been

gerontiatrics.

germ, n. — F. germe, fr. L. germen, 'sprig, off-

shoot, bud, germ', dissimilated from *gen-men

and cogn. with 01. jdnman-, 'birth, origin' ; fr.

I.-E. base *gen-, 'to beget, bear' (see genus and

cp. german, germen, germinate). For a similar

dissimilation of the consonants nm to rm, cp.

L. carmen, 'song', which derives from the stem

of canere, 'to sing'.

Derivative: germ, intr. v.

german, adj., having the same parents. — ME.,
fr. OF. germain, fr. L. germdnus, 'having the

same parents' (said of brothers or sisters),

'genuine', lit. 'of the same seed', fr. germen,

'bud, germ'. See germ and cp. hermandad.

German, n. and adj. — L. Germdnus, 'German',

prob. of Celtic origin and orig. meaning 'noisy',

from the I.-E. imitative base *gdr-, 'to shout,

cry', whence also W. garm, Olr. gdirm, 'shout,

cry'. See care and cp. garrulous.

Derivatives: Germanic (q.v.), German-ism, n.,

German-ist, n. , German-ist-ic, adj.,German-ize, tr.

and intr. v., German-iz-alion,D.,German-iz-er,n.

germander, n., any plant of the genus Teucrium

(hot.) — ME. germaunder, fr. OF. germandree,

fr. ML. germandra, fr. earlier gamandria, fr.

MGk. /ajiavSpudt, fr. Gk. xafxatSpu.;, 'german-

der', lit. 'tree on the ground', fr. xo'fJtai, 'on the

ground', and Spu;, 'oak tree, tree'. See chamae-

and dryad.

germane, adj., relevant, appropriate. — A var. of

german. Cp. human and humane, urban and
urbane.

Derivatives: germane-ly, adv., germane-ness, n.

Germanic, adj. — L. Cermdnicus, 'pertaining to

the Germans or Germany', fr. Germdnus. See

German and -ic.

Derivative: Germanic, n.

germanite, n., a copper iron germanium sulfide

(mineral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr.

germanium; so called because it contains ger-

manium.

germanium, n., name of a rare metalUc element

(chem.) — ModL., coined by its discoverer, the

German chemist Klemens Alexander Winkler

(1838-1904) in 1886 after Germdnia, the Latin

name of his country. See German and -ium.

Germano-, combining form meaning 'German'.

— See German.

Germanophile, Germanophil, n., a friend of Ger-

many or the Germans ; adj., friendly to Germany
or the Germans. — Compounded of Germano-

and Gk. 9^X01;, 'friend'. See -phile, -phfl.

Germanophobe, n., one who fears or hates Ger-

many or the Germans. — Compounded of

Germano- and Gk. -96^01;, fr. 96^0?, 'fear'. See

-phobe.

Germanophobia, n., fear or hatred of Germany or

the Germans.— Compounded of Germano- and

Gk. -9o|Jta, fr. 96^01;, 'fear'. See -phobia.

Germantown, germantown, n., a small, four-

wheeled, covered wagon. — Orig. a wagon
made at Germantown in Pennsylvania.

germen, n., germ (now used only figuratively). —
L. germen, 'bud, germ'. See germ.

germicide, adj., destroying germs; n., a substance

destroying germs. — Compounded of germ and

L. -cida, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See -cide,

'killer'.

Derivative: germicid-al, adj.

germinal, adj., pertaining to, or of the nature of,

a germ. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

germen, gen. germinis, 'bud, germ'. See germ

and cp. germen.

Derivative : germinal-ly, adv.

Germinal, n., name of the 7th month of the

French revolutionary calendar (lasting from

March 21st to April 19th). — F., lit. 'the seed

month'; coined by Fabre d'figlantine in 1793,

fr. L. germen, gen. germinis. See prec. word.

germinant, adj., germinating. — L. germindns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of germindre. See next

word and -ant.

germinate, intr. and tr. v. — L. germindtus, pp.

of germindre, 'to sprout, bud', fr. germen, gen.

germinis, 'sprig, offshoot, bud, germ'. See germ

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: germination (q.v.), germinat-ive,

adj., germinative-ly, adv., germinat-or, n.

germination, n. — L. germindtid, gen. -dnis, 'a

sprouting forth, budding', fr. germindtus, pp. of

germindre. See prec. word and -ion.

germon, n., the albacore {Germo alalunga). —
F., of unknown origin.

geront-, form of geronto- before a vowel.

gerontic, adj., pertaining to old age. — Gk. ye-

povTixo?, 'pertaining to an old man', fr. yepcov,

gen. ylpovToi;, 'old man'. See geronto- and -ic.

geronto-, before a vowel geront-, combining form
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meaning 'old man'. — Gk. yepov-ro-, yspovT-,

fr. yepcov, gen. yipovTo;, 'old man', rel. to

yepatii;, 'old', Yiipac, 'old age', x^paXioc,, 'old',

yspixi;, 'gift of honor, gift, present', ypaO?, 'old

woman; wrinkled skin', fr. I.-E. base *ger(e)-,

'to become ripe, grow old', whence also OI.

Jard, jards; 'old age', Jdrati, jiryati, 'makes old,

grows old', jarimdn-, 'old age', jdrah, 'growing

old', jirridh, 'old', Avestic zaurvan, 'old age',

ModPers. zar, 'old man', Arm. cer, 'old; old

man'. Formally Gk. yipiav represents a pres.

part, and is the exact equivalent of OI. jdrant-,

Ossetic zdrond, 'old man'. See corn, 'grain', and

cp. Ageratum, caloyer, geratology, geriatrics,

gerusia, progeria. Cp. also Zoroaster. For the

participial suff. (OI. -ant, Gk. -uv (for *-ovt)

see -ant.

gerontocracy, n., rule of old men. — Compound-

ed of geronto- and Gk. -xpaTiS, 'rule of, fr.

xpaTo?, 'strength, power, rule'. See -cracy.

gerontology, n., study of the phenomena of old

age. — Compounded of geronto- and Gk.

-Xpyta, fr- -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See -logy.

-gerous, combining form meaning 'bearing, car-

rying, producing', as in lanigerous. — Formed

on analogy of -ferous fr. Latin adj. suff. -ger,

from the stem of gerere, 'to bear, carry, pro-

duce'. See gerent.

gerrymander, tr. v., to divide (a county, etc.) into

electoral divisions so as to gain advantage for

one's own party. — Formed from the name of

Elbridge Gerry, governor of Massachusetts,

U.S.A., and the ending of salamander.

Derivative: gerrymander, n.

gersdorfiSte, n., a nickel sulfarsenide (mineral.)—
Named after von Gersdorff, proprietor of the

mine where it was found. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

Gershom, i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, the first-

born son of Moses.— Heb. Ger'shdm, a deriv-

ative of the base oi gdrdsh (Qal), gerdsh (Pi'el),

'he drove out, cast out', hence lit. meaning

'exile'. The explanation of the name 'I have

been a sojourner in a foreign land' (Ex. 2: 23;

18:3) indicates that Moses chose for his son

such a current name (cp. Ger^shSn, name of a

son of Levi), as might also be interpreted as a

compound of the words ger, 'a sojourner' (see

ger), and shdm, 'there', thus commemorating

the fact that at the time of his first son's birth

Moses was a sojourner in a foreign land (cp.

the Septuagint rendering of the name: rrjpaaix,

which is the transliteration of ger shdm, "a so-

journer there'). Heb. gdrdsh, gerdsh is rel. to

Aram, g'rash (Pe'al), gdrhh (Pa'el), 'he divor-

ced', and prob. also to Arab. Jdshara, 'he sent

beasts to pasture [for sense development cp.

Heb. mighrdsh, 'pasture land', orig. 'place of

(cattle) driving", fr. gardsh, 'he drove out'].

Gertrude, fern. PN. — F., fr. OHG. Geretrudis,

Geredrudis, compounded of ger, 'spear', and

trut, drut (whence MHG trut, G. rrau(), 'beloved,

dear'. For the first element see gar and cp.

Gerald, Gerard, Gervais. For the second element

see true and cp. the second element in Astrid,

Ermentrud.

genmd, n., verbal noun used for all cases of the

infinitive but the nominative {Latin grammar).

— L. gerundium, fr. gerundum = gerendum,

'that which is to be done', fr. gerere, 'to bear,

carry, accomplish, do'. See gerent.

Derivatives: gerund-ial, adj., gerund-ial-ly, adv.

gerundive, adj., pertaining to the gerund; n.,

verbal adj., formed from the stem of the gerund

and expressing necessity, fitness, etc. {Latin

grammar). — L. gerundivus, fr. gerundium. See

prec. word and -ive.

Derivatives : gerundiv-al, adj., gerundive-ly, adv.

gerusia, n., council of the elders; spec, the senate

of Sparta and other Dorian cities.— L. gerusia,

fr. Gk. yspouota, Att. form of yepovxtS, 'coun-

cil of the elders', fr. y£p(ov, gen. yipovxo;, 'old

man'. See geronto-.

Gervais, Gervas, Gervase, masc. PN. — F. Ger-

vais, fr. OHG. Gervas, lit. 'serving with one's

spear', fr. ger, 'spear', and the Celtic base *vas-,

meaning 'servant'. For the first element see gar

and cp. Gertrude and words there referred to.

For the second element see vassal.

Gerygone, n., a genus of small Australian singing

birds {ornithol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. yY)puy6v7i,

fem. of y7)puy6vo(;,'bom of sound', compounded

of y^pu?, 'voice, sound', and -y6voi;, 'bom of,

from the stem of yiyvsuS^at, 'to be bom'. See

garrulous and genus and cp. gono-.

Gesneria, n., a genus of plants {bot.) — ModL.,

named after the Swiss naturalist Konrad von

Gesner (1516-65). For the ending see suff. -ia.

gesso, n., plaster of Paris. — It., fr. L. gypsum,

'plaster, gypsum'. See gypsum,

gest, n., an exploit, a deed {archaic). — F. geste,

lit. 'something done', fr. L. gesta, 'deeds, acts',

neut. pi. oigestus, pp. of gerere, 'to bear, carry,

produce, do'. See gerent and cp. jest, which is a

doublet of gest. Cp. also res gestae.

Gestalt, n., an organized whole in which all ele-

ments affect one another, the whole being more

than the simple sum of its elements; a config-

uration {psychology). — G., 'shape, form,

figure, configuration', fr. MHG. gestalt, 'ap-

pearance, quality', prop. pp. of MHG. stellen,

'to place; to fashion' (whence G. stellen, 'to

place'). See stall. The term Gestalt was intro-

duced into psychology by the German philo-

sopher Christian von Ehrenfels (1859-1932) in

1890.

Gestalt psychology, the psychology of a school

founded about 1912 by M. Wertheimer, K.

Koffka and W. Kohler and based on the con-

cept of Gestalt or 'organized whole' ; configur-

ationism. — See prec. word.

Gestapo, n., the German secret state police under



gestate

the Nazis.— From the abbreviation of Gcheime

^/aats/iolizei, lit. 'secret state police'.

gestate, tr. v., to carry in the womb during preg-

nancy. — L. gestdtus, pp. of gesture, 'to carry,

carry about', intensive of gerere (pp. gestus),

'to carry'. See gerent and verbal suff. -ate.

gestation, n., i) the act of carrying in the uterus,

pregnancy; 2) the period of gestation. — L.

gestdtio, gen. -onis, 'a carrying about', fr. ge-

stdtus, pp. of gesture. See prec. word and -ion.

gestatorial, adj., used for carrying about (ap-

plied to the chair in which the Pope is carried

on certain occasions.) — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. gestdtorius, 'that which serves for

carrying', fr. gestus, pp. oi gerere, 'to carry'. See

gestate and adj. suff. -ory.

gesticulate, intr. v., to make gestures; tr. v., to

indicate by gesticulating. — L. gesticuldtus, pp.

of gesticuldrl, 'to make pantomimic gestures',

fr. gesticulus, 'gesticulation, gesture', dimin. of

gestus, 'gesture', lit. 'carriage, posture', fr. ges-

tus, pp. of gerere, 'to bear, carry'. See gerent

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: gesticulation (q.v.), gesticulat-ive,

adj., gesticulat-ive-ly, adv., gesticutator (q.v.),

gesticulat-ory, adj.

gesticulation, n. — L. gesticuldtio, gen. -onis, 'a

pantomimic motion, gesticulation', fr. gesticu-

ldtus, pp. oi gesticuldrl. See prec. word and -ion.

gesticutator, n. — L., fr. gesticuldtus, pp. of

gesticuldrl. Sec gesticulate and agential suff. -or.

gesture, n. — ML. gestdra, 'behavior, conduct',

fr. L. gestus, pp. of gerere, 'to bear, carry'. See

gerent and -ure.

Derivatives : gesture, intr. and tr. w.,gestur-er, n.

get, tr. and intr. v. — ME, geten, fr. ON. geta,

'to reach, get', rel. to OE. -gitan, -gietan (only

in compounds, as he-gitan, be-gietan, 'to get,

beget', for-gietan, 'to forget'), fr. I.-E. base

*ghe(n)cl-, 'to clasp, seize, reach, attain, hold',

whence also Gk. yavSaveiv, 'to hold, contain',

L. -hendere in prehendere, 'to grasp, seize, lay

hold of, hedera, 'ivy', lit. 'the clasping plant',

praeda (for *prai-hedd), 'prey'. Alb. gen, gen,

Gheg g^j, 'I find', W. gannu, 'to hold, contain',

genni, 'to be held, contained', and perh. also

OSlav. gadatt, 'to guess, suppose'. Cp. I>eget, for-

get, guess. Cp. also apprehend, apprentice, apprise,

comprehend, comprise, depredate, emprise, enter-

prise, entrepreneur, epris, Hedera, impregnable,

impresa, impresario, licrrc, misprision, preda-

tory, pregnant, 'with child', prehensile, presa,

prey, prison, purpresture, pry, 'to raise', re-

prehend, reprehensible, reprisal, reprise, surprise.

Derivatives : get, n. (lit. 'something got'), gett-er,

n., gett-ing, n.

Geuliah, n., the benediction which follows the

Shema in the morning and evening service

(Jewish liturgy). — Heb. g^'ulld", 'redemption',

from the stem of gd'dl, 'he has redeemed' ; so

called because it ends with the words "who has

redeemed Israel". Cp. gocl.

Geum, n., a genus of plants, the avens (hot.) —
L. 'geum, 'the herb bennet, avens'.

gewgaw, n., a toy, a specious trifle. — Of un-

certain origin.

geyser, n. — Icel. Geystr, name of a geyser in

Iceland, lit. meaning 'the gusher', fr. geysa, 'to

gush', which is rel. to ON. gjosa, 'to gush', freq.

oigjdta, 'to pour'. See found, 'to cast', and cp.

gust, 'blast of wind'.

Derivatives: geyser-ic, adj., geyserite (q.v.)

geyserite, n., a variety of opal (mineral.) —
Formed fr. prec. word with subst. suff. -ite.

gharry, gharri, garry, n., cart, carriage (Anglo-

Indian). — Hind. gdri.

ghastly, adj., horrible. — ME. gastly, fr. OE.

gdstlic, 'spiritual', fr. gdst, 'spirit'. See ghost and

adj. suff. -ly and cp. aghast.

Derivatives : ghastli-ly, adv., ghastlt-ness, n.

ghat, ghaut, n., a mountain pass; a landing place

(India). — Hind. g/id(, fr. OI. gkatfalt, 'landing

place, bathing place', which is of uncertain

etymology.

ghazi, n., among Mohammedans, a warrior

fighting against infidels. — Arab, ghdzi, prop,

partic. of ghdzd (stem gh-z-w), 'he made war'.

Cp. razzia.

Gheber, Ghebre, n., a member of the Persian sect

of fireworshipers. — F. gudbre, fr. Pers. gdbr,

'fireworshiper' ; not borrowed fr. Arab, kdfir,

'unbeliever' (as most lexicographers would have

it), but a native Persian word. Cp. giaour.

ghee, n., boiled butter (India). — Hind, ghi, fr.

01. ghrtdm, 'clarified butter, ghee', which is

cogn. with Mir. gert, 'milk', and prob. rel. to

01. jigharti, 'besprinkles'.

gherkin, n., a small cucumber. — Fr. Du. gurken

(pi. of gurk, but mistaken for a singular),

shortened form of a(u)gurk(je); rel. to EFris.

augurke, G. Gurke, Dan. agurk, Swed. gurka.

These words are traceable to a Slavic source (cp.

Pol. ogorek, Russ. ogurec, etc.). The Slavic words

themselves derive fr. Late Gk. dtyYotipiov,

'watermelon', which is a loan word fr. Pers.

angdrah. Cp. anguria.

ghetto, n., the Jews' quarter in a city. — It., per-

haps aphetic for borghetto, dimin. of borgo, 'a

small market town, borough', which is of Teut.

origin. See borough.

Ghibelline, n., an adherent of the emperor in

medieval Italy (opposed to the Papal party; see

Guelph). — It. Ghibellino, fr. G. Waiblinger,

named after Waiblingen, a castle of the Hohen-

staufen family in the valley of the Rems River

in Wurttemberg, Germany.

Derivative: Ghibelline, adj.

ghost, n. — ME. gast, gost, fr. OE. gdst, 'breath,

spirit, soul, life', rel. to OS. gest, OFris. jest,

gdst, MDu. gheest, Du. geest, OHG., MHG.,
G. geist, 'spirit, ghost', OE. gsstan, 'to frighten,

alarm', fr. I.-E. base *gheizd-, 'to frighten; to

be angry', whence also OI., hS^a/t, 'wrath',

hldatl, 'excites, vexes', Avestic zolzdishta-, 'the

gilt

most abominable'. Base *gheizd is a -(/-enlarge-

ment of base *ghels-, whence Avestic zaesha-,

'horrible', zoishnu-, 'shuddering', Goth, us-

gals-jan, 'to frighten', ON. geiski, 'fright, terror',

geis-ka-fullr, 'terrible'. Cp. aghast, gliastly. Cp.

also the second element in Zeitgeist.

ghostly, adj. — ME. gostly, fr. OE. gdstlic, 'spir-

itual'. See ghastly.

Derivatives: ghost-li-ly, adv., ghost-lt-ness, n.

ghoul, n., an evil demon who robs graves and

feeds on the dead. — Arab, ghdl, fr. ghdla, 'he

took suddenly'. Cp. Algol.

Derivatives: ghoul-ish, adj., ghoul-tsh-ly, adv.

ghurry, n., clepsydra, clock, watch, space of time,

hour (India). — Hind, ghari, fr. OI. ghafikd,

'water jar, pot' (serving as a water clock), fr.

ghafah, of s.m., which is of uncertain origin.

ghyll, n., a ravine. — AN. Engl, dialectal var.

of gill, 'ravine'; introduced into English by the

English poet William Wordsworth (1770-1850).

giant, n. — ME. geant, fr. OF. geant (F. geant),

fr. earlier jaiant, fr. VL. *gagantem, ace. of

*gagds, assimilated vr. L. gigds, 'a giant', fr.

Gk. yiyai;, 'a giant', fr. TiyStQ, 'any of the sons

of the Earth and Tartarus', which is prob. a

pre-Hellenic word. Cp. gigantic.

Derivatives: giant, adj., giant-ess, n., giantism

(q.v.), giant-like, adj.

giantism, n., pathological condition characterized

by abnormal tallness (med.)— A hybrid formed

from prec. word with -ism, a suff, of Greek ori-

gin. The correct form is gigantism (q.v.)

giaour, n., a term applied by the Turks to all non-

Mohammedans. — Turk, giaur, 'infidel', fr.

Pers. gaur, a variant of gdbr, 'fireworshipper'.

See Gheber.

gib, n., a tomcat. — From Gib, pet form of the

name Gilbert.

gib, n., a hook. — Of uncertain origin.

gibbar, n., a finback whale (obsol.)— F., fr. Arab.

jabbdr, 'giant, tyrant', which is rel. to Heb. gibbSr,

'strong, mighty; mighty man, hero'. See Gabriel.

gibber, intr. v., to speak unintelligibly. — Of imi-

tative origin. Cp. jabber.

gibberish, n., unintelligible talk. — Formed from

prec. word with adj. suff. -ish.

gibbet, n., gallows. — ME. glbet, fr. OF. (= F.)

gibet, 'gallows; a bent stick', dimin. of OF.
gibe, 'staff, stick', which is perh. of Teut. origin;

see Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 28 1 s.v. gibet.

Cp. jib, 'the projecting arm of a crane'.

Derivative: gibbet, tr. v.

gibbon, n., a small, long-armed ape.— F., a name
of Indian origin brought to Europe by the

Marquis Joseph-Francois Dupleix (1697- 1763),

governor-general of the French possessions in

India (1742-54).

gibbose, adj., gibbous. — See gibbous.

gibbosity, n. — F. gibbosite. See next word and
-ity.

gibbous, adj. — L. gibbdsus, 'humpbacked', fr.

gibbus, 'hump', which is of uncertain origin. It

is possibly a loan word fr. Heb. gibbin, 'hump-

backed'; see Heinrich Lewy, Die semitischen

Fremdworter im Griechischen, p. 71. — I;eb.

glbben is rel. to Heb. gabhnSn, 'peak, sum-

mit', Talmudic Heb. gabhnun, 'humpbacked',

Mishnaic Heb. gabhfn, Aram.-Syr. g^bhiad, 'eye-

brow', Arab, jabtn, 'side of the forehead'.

Derivatives: glbbous-ly, adv., glbbous-ness, n.

gibe, jibe, intr. v., to sneer. — Prob. rel. to Du.

gljbelen, 'to sneer', and possibly also to ON.
geip, 'idle talk', geipa, 'to talk nonsense'.

Derivatives : gibe, jibe, a., gib-ing-ly, adv.

giblets, n. pi., edible internal parts of poultry. —
ME. gibelet, fr. OF. gibelet, 'game' (whence P.

gibelotte, 'ragout, stew'), formed fr. *giberet,

dimin. of OF. (= F.) gibier, 'game', a var. of

OF. gibiez, fr. Prankish *gabaiti, 'the act of

hunting with falcons', which is rel. to OHG.
bei^an, 'to fly a falcon', lit. 'to cause to bite'

(whence MHG. gebei^e = Prankish *gabaiti)

fr. bissan, 'to bite'. See bite.

Gibraltar, n., name of the Rock at the western

entrance to the Mediterranean. — Fr. Arab.

jdbal (in vulgar pronunciation jebel) al T^riq,

'mount of Tariq', named after Tarig, the Mos-
lem invader of Spain who landed there in 711.

See javali and cp. Bible.

gibraltar, n., American name of a hard ('rocky')

candy. — Named after the fortress Gibraltar.

See prec. word.

gibus, n., an opera hat. — F., named after its in-

ventor, a Parisian hatmaker, who lived in the

1st half of the 19th century.

gid, n., a brain disease of sheep. — Back for-

mation fr. giddy.

giddy, adj. — ME. gidy, 'mad', fr. OE. gydig, 'in-

sane', orig. 'possessed by a god', fr. Teut. base

*gud-, 'god' ; see god. For sense development cp.

Gk. hiS-soQ, 'full of the god, inspired by a god'

(see enthusiasm). Cp. gid.

Derivatives : giddy, tr. and intr. v., giddi-ly, adv.,

giddi-ness, n.

Gideon, l) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, a hero and

judge of Israel. — Heb. Gidkon, lit. 'feller',

from the stem of gddhd', 'he cut off, hewed,

felled', which is rel. to Aram. g^dhd\ Arab.

jdda'a, of s.m.

gidya, n., an Australian tree. — A native name.

gieseckite, n., a variety of pinite (mineral.) —
Named after Sir Charles Giesecke, who brought

it from Greenland. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

Gifola, n., a genus of plants, the cotton rose (bot^

— ModL., anagram of Filago, the name of a

related genus.

gift, n. — ME., fr. ON. gift, gipt, which is rel.

to OE. gift (whence ME. yift), OS., Du. gift

OFris. jefte, MLG. gifte, MDu. ghifte, Goth.

-gifts (in compounds), OHG., MHG. gift, 'gift;

poison', G. Gift (neut.), 'poison', Mit-gift (fern.),

'dowry'; prop, verbal nouns formed fr. ON.
gefa, OE. gifan, giefan .etc., 'to give'. See give.



gig

Derivatives: gift, tr. v., gift-ed, adj.

gig, n., a light two-wheeled carriage. — Prob. of

Scand. origin and lit. meaning 'a whipping top'.

Cp. Dan. gig, 'top', ON. geiga, 'to turn aside,

waver', which are prob. of imitative origin. Cp.

fizgig, whirligig.

gigantean, adj., gigantic. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. L. giganteus, it. gigas, gen. gigantis,

'giant'. See giant,

gigantic, adj. — Formed with suff. -ic, fr. L.

gigas, gen. gigantis, 'giant'. See giant.

Derivatives: ^j?an«'c-a/-/>', adv., gigantic-ness,n.

gigantism, n., abnormal tallness. — See giant

and -ism and cp. giantism,

giganto-, combining form meaning 'giant'.— Gk.

YiyavTO-, fr. yiyac,, gen. fl'xaM-coi;, 'giant'. See

giant.

gigantomachy, gigantomachia, n., the war be-

tween the Olympian gods and the giants (Greek

mythol.) — Gk. yt.-xa^noii.a.xf'^, 'battle of the

giants', compounded of yiy^'^^ sea. yi-^OMzoq,

'giant', and \ia.xfi, 'battle'. See giant and -machy.

Gigartina,n., a genus ofred algae {bot.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. Yiyapfov, 'grapestone', prob. fr. Aram.

gighartd, 'kernel, stone', which is rel. to Aram.

garg^rd, 'berry, grain'. See gerali.

giggle, intr. v. and n. — Of imitative origin.

gigliato, n., name of a Neapolitan silver coin, is-

sued by Charles II of Anjou. — It., fr. giglio,

'lily', a word formed with dissimilation fr. L.

niium, which, for its part, was assimilated fr.

Gk. Xdpiov, 'lily'. See IHy.

gigolo, n., a paid male dancing partner. — F.,

fr. gigoter, 'to move the shanks, to hop', fr.

gigue, 'shank, fiddle', which is of Teut. origin.

See gigue.

gigot, n., leg of mutton. — F., 'leg of mutton ,

fr. OF. gigue, whence also E. gigue (q.v.) Cp.

prec. word.

gigue, n., i) a stringed instrument; 2) a kind

of dance. — F., reborrowed fr. E. jig, 'a quick

dance' (q.v.), which itself was borrowed fr. OF.

giguer, 'to move the shanks, hop, dance', fr.

gigue, 'shank; fiddle'. Cp. the two prec. words.

Gila monster, a kind of venomous lizard.— From

Gila, name of a river in Arizona.

Gilbert, masc. PN. — A blend of OF. Guillebert

(whence F. Guilbert) and OF. Gilebert (whence

F. Gilbert). Both OF. names are of Teut. origin.

OF. Guillebert derives fr. OHG. Williberht, lit.

'a bright will', fr. willio, willo, 'will', and beraht,

'bright'; see wiU and bright. OF. Gilebert comes

fr. Gisilbert, lit. 'a bright pledge', fr. OHG. gisil,

'pledge', which is a Celtic loan word (cp. Olr,

giall, W. gwystl, 'pledge'), and fr. OHG. beraht,

'bright'.

gilbert, n., name of the C.G.S. unit of magneto-

motive force ielectr.) — Named after the Eng-

lish physician and physicist William Gilbert

(1544-1603).

GUbertian, adj., resembling the style of the Eng-

lish author Sir William Schwenck Gilbert (1836-
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191 1). For the ending see suff. -ian.

Gilbertine, n., a member of the religious order

founded by St. Gilbert in the 12th century. For

the ending see suff. -ine (representing L. -Inus).

gUbertite, n., a variety of damourite (mineral?) —
Named after Davies Gilbert (1767-1839). For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.
^

gild, n. — See guild.

gUd, tr. v. — ME. gilden, fr. OE. gyldan, fr. OE.

gold, 'gold'. Cp. ON. gylla, 'to gild', fr. ON.

gull, goll, 'gold', and see gold.

Derivatives: gild-ed, adj., gild-er, n., gild-ing, n.

Giles, masc. PN; often used to denote a simple-

minded farmer. — OF. Gil(l)es (F. Gilles), fr.

L. Aegidius, fr. aegis. See aegis,

gilet, n., a waistcoat. — F., fr. Sp. Jileco, giteco

(the modern Sp. form is chaleco), fr. Algerian

Arab, jaleco, 'coat of Christians in Moorish

captivity', ult. fr. Turk, yelek.

GUia, n., a genus of plants {bot.) — ModL.,

named in 1794 after the Spanish botanist Felipe

Luis Gil.

giU, n., the organ of respiration in fishes. — ME.

gile, gille, from Scandinavian; cp. O^. giolnar

(pi.), 'jaws', Swed. gal, 'gill, jaw', Dan. gxlk,

'giir, which are cogn. with Gk. x^'^°'^' '''P'

XeXi5vr), 'lip, jaw'. Cp. chilo-.

Derivative: gill-ed, adj.

giU, n., a small measure. — ME. gille, gylle, fr.

OF. gille, gelle, fr. L. gillo, gelid, 'cooling vessel',

which is prob. of Sem. origin. Cp. Heb. guild",

'oilcan', Arab, gulla'', 'earthen pitcher'.

gill, ghyll, n., a ravine (Scot, and dial. Engl.) —
ME. gille, gylle, fr. ON. gil, 'a narrow valley,

glen', which is rel. to MLG. g'll, 'throat', OHG.

gil, 'hernia', OE. gxlan (for *gailjan), 'to

hinder, impede'. Cp. goal.

GiU, also JiU, i) fem. PN.; 2) girl sweetheart. —
Abbreviation of Gillian, resp. Jillian, fr. L.

Juliana. See next word and cp. jilt.

Gillian, fem. PN. — Fr. F. Juliane, fr. L. Miana,

fem. of Julidnus, lit. 'of Julius'. See Julian,

Juliana.

Gillenia, n., a genus of plants, the Indian physic

(iof ) _ ModL., named after the German

botanist Arnold Gill (latinized into Gillenius),

who wrote on horticulture in 1627. For the

ending see suff. -ia.

gilUe, n., a male attendant on a Highland chief.

— Gael, gille, giolla, 'boy, servant'.

gillyflower, n. — Altered fr. ME. gilofre, fr. OF.

gilofre, girofre (F. girofle), 'clove', fr. L. cary-

ophyllon, fr. Gk.xapu69u>Aov, 'clove tree', which

is compounded of xap'jov, 'nut', and (piiUov,

'leaf. See careen and phyllo- and cp. Caryo-

phyllaceae.

gilt, n., gilding.— Prop. pp. of gfld, used as a noun.

gimbal, n., a device consisting of a pair of rings.

— Fr. earlier gimmal, fr. OF. gemel (whence F.

jumeau), 'a twin'. See gemel.

gimcrack, n., a tawdry, useless thing. — Of un-

known origin.
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Derivatives: gimcrack, adj., gimcrack-ery, n.

gimel, n., name of the 3rd letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. — Heb. gimel, rel. to gdmdl, 'camel'

(whence Gk. xdcjiriXo?, L. camelus, 'camel'); so

called in allusion to the ancient Hebrew form

of this letter representing the neck of a camel.

See camel and cp. gamma.
gimlet, gimblet, n., a small tool for boring holes.

— ME. gymelot, fr. MF. guimbelet, gimbelet

(F. gibelet), fr. MDu. wimmelkyn, dimin. of

wimmel, 'auger, drill'; see wimble. The dimin.

suff. -et in OF. guimbelet, etc., is the exact ren-

dering of the Dutch dimin. suff. -kijn (see -kiri).

Cp. wimble.

Derivatives: gimlet, tr. v., gimlet-y, adj.

gimmal, n. — See gimbal.

gimmer, n., she lamb. — ON. gymbr, 'ewe lamb

of one year'. See chimera.

gimmick, n., a secret device (slang). — Of un-

certain origin.

gimp, n., ornamental material used for trimming

women's dresses, furniture, etc. — F. guimpe,

fr. OF. guimple, wimple, fr. OHG. wimpal. See

wimple and cp. guipure.

gin, n., liquor. — Abbreviation of geneva (q.v.)

gin, n., machine.— ME., aphetic for engine (q.v.)

gin, tr. and intr. v., to begin (poetic). — ME.
ginnen, aphetic for beginnen, fr. OE. beginnan,

'to begin'. See begin.

gin, n., an aboriginal Australian woman. — A
native name.

ginete, n., a horseman. — Sp. ginete, jinete, fr.

Arab. Zandta'', in VArab. pronunciation Ze/i«a,

Zenhe, name of a great Berber tribe, famous

for its horsemen, many of whom served the

sultans of Granada. For the change of Arab, z

to Sp. g cp. giraffe.

gingal, n. — See jingaL

gingeli, n. — See gingili.

ginger, n. — ME. gingevir, gingivere, fr. OE.

gingiber, fr. OF. gingibre, gingembre (F. gin-

gembre), fr. L. gingiber, zingiber, fr. Gk. t^ty-

ytpspi?, fr. Pali singivera-, fr. OI. sj-ngavera-,

'ginger', lit. 'hornlike', fr. sfngam, 'horn', and

vera, 'body'; so called in allusion to the horn-

like shape of the root. See horn and cp. Zingiber.

Derivatives: ginger, tr. v., ginger-y, adj.

gingerly, adj., wary; adv. warily. — Of uncertain

origin; possibly formed with suff. -ly fr. OF.

genfor, gensor, 'prettier', compar. of gent, 'of

noble birth, noble, gentle, pretty', fr. L. genilus,

'bom', pp. of gignere, 'to beget, bear, bring

forth'. See genus.

gingham, n., a kind of striped cotton or linen. —
F. guingan, fr. Malay ginggang, 'striped', used

as a noun in the sense of 'striped cotton'.

gingili, also gingeli, n., sesame seed (India). —
Hind, jinjall, fr. Arab, juljuldn, 'sesame seed'.

For the corruption of this Arabic word in Hind.

cp. Sp. aljonjoli, ajonjoli, 'sesame seed', fr.

Arab, al-juljuldn, 'the sesame seed'.

gingiva, n., gum (anat.) — L. gingiva, 'gum', of

uncertain origin; possibly meaning lit. 'some-

thing round', and cogn. with Gk. yoyyiiXoc;,

'round', yoyYpos. 'tubercular growth on trees;

sea eel, conger', lit. 'something round'; not

cogn. with E. chew. Cp. conger.

gingival, adj., pertaining to the gums. —Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L. gingiva, 'gum'. See

prec. word.

gingivitis, n., inflammation of the gums (med.) —
A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. gingiva (see

gingiva) and -itis, a suff. of Greek origin.

ginglymoid, adj., resembling a hinge joint (anat.)

— Gk. YiYY^ufios^STji;, 'having the shape of a

hinge joint', lit. 'like a hinge', fr. y^YT^um-o?-

'hinge', and -oelStji;, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form,

shape'. See next word and -old.

ginglymus, n., a hinge joint (anat.) — Medical

L., lit. 'hingelike joint', fr. Gk. y'YT^uij'-°?.

'hinge', which is of unknown origin. The name

YLYY^'JP'O? was introduced into anatomy by

Hippocrates and denoted originally the roll-like

part of the bone of the upper arm. See Joseph

Hyrtl, Onomatologia anatomica, p. 238.

ginkgo, n., an ornamental tree of Japan and

China. — Jap. gingko.

ginseng, n., a Chinese medical plant. — Chin.

jen-shen.

Giottesque, adj., in the style of Giotto di Bon-

done, an Italian painter who lived about 1300.

For the ending see suff. -esque.

gipsy, n. — See gypsy.

giraffe, n. — F. girafe. It. giraffa, fr. Arab.

zardfa^, which is prob. of African origin. The

circumstance that Arab, z has become g (pro-

nounced;) proves that the word came into the

European languages through the medium of the

Italians.

girandole,n., 1) a kind of firework; 2) a water jet;

3) a kind of earring. — F., fr. It. girandola,

dimin. of giranda, 'a revolving jet', fr. L. gyran-

dus, gerundive of gyrdre, 'to turn round in a

circle, revolve'. See gyrate and cp. next word.

For other Latin gerundives or their derivatives

used in English cp. agenda and words there

referred to.

girasol, girasole, n., i) the sunflower; 2) the fire

opal. — It. girasole (whence also F. girasol), lit.

'turning toward the sun', fr. girare, 'to rotate,

turn' (fr. L. gyrdre), and sole (fr. L. solem, ace.

of sol), 'sun'. See gyrate and Sol and cp. Jeru-

salem, artichoke. For sense development cp.

heliotrope, and It. tornasole (see turnsole).

gird, tr. v., to encircle. — ME. girden, gerden,

etc., fr. OE. gyrdan, rel. to OS. gurdian, ON.
gyrda, OFris. gerda, OHG. gurtan, gurten,

MHG. gurlen, giirten, G. giirten, Goth. 61-

gairdan, uf-gairdan, 'to gird', ON. gjord, MHG.,
G. gurt, Goth, gairda, 'girdle', and to OE. geard,

ON. gardr, 'hedge, enclosure'. See yard, 'en-

closure', and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also girdle, girt, girth,

gird, intr. v., to gibe, taun'. - The original
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meaning was 'to strike'; fr. ME. girden,gerden,

etc., 'to strike, cut through', which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. gride.

Derivative: gird, n., a taunt, gibe.

girder, n., a wooden or steel beam. — Formed

with agential suff. -er fr. gird, 'to encircle'.

Derivative: girder-age, n.

girder, n., one who gibes or taunts. — Formed

with agential suff. -er fr. gird, 'to gibe, taunt'.

girdle, n., belt. — ME. girdil, gerdelle, gurdel, fr.

OE. gyrdel, rel. to ON. gyrdill, Swed. gordel,

OFris. gerdel, MLG. gordel, Du. gordel, OHG.

gurtil, gurtila, MHG., G. gurtel, 'belt', and to

OE. gyrdan, 'to gird'. See gird, 'to encircle', and

instrumental sufi". -le. Derivative: girdle, tr. v.

girdle, n. — A var. of griddle,

girl, n. — ME. gurle, gurl, gerle, gerl, 'boy, girl',

rel. to LG. gore, gor, 'a child'; of uncertain

origin. Derivatively, the -/ in girl is identical

with dimin. suff. -el.

Derivatives: girl-hood, n., girl-ish, adj., girl-ish-

ly, adv., girl-ish-ness, n.

giron, n. — See gyron.

Girondist, n., a member of the moderate repub-

lican party in France (i79i-93)- — ?• Giron-

diste, formed with suff. -iste (see -ist) fr. Gironde,

name of a department in Southwestern France;

so called because the leaders of the party were

deputies of that department.

girt, past tense and pp. of gird,

girt, n., measure around something. — A var. of

girth,

girtli, n. — ME. gerth, fr. ON. gjord, 'girdle'. See

gird, 'to encircle'.

Derivative: girth, tr. v., to gird.

gisarme, n., battle-ax with a long shaft carried

by foot soldiers in the Middle Ages. — ME.,

fr. OF., fr. OHG. getisarn, lit. 'weeding iron',

fr. getan, 'to weed', and isarn, 'iron' (see iron).

OF. gisarme was influenced in form by OF.

arme, 'weapon' (see arm, 'weapon').

gismondite, n., a hydrous calcium aluminum sili-

cate (mineral.) — Named after the Italian min-

eralogist Carlo Giuseppe Gismondi (1762-1824),

who first analyzed it. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

gist, n., essence, pit, main point of a matter. —
OF. giste (F. gite), 'lying place, resting place',

fern. pp. of OF. gesir (F. gesir), 'to lie', used as

a noun, fr. VL. jacila, fern. pp. of L. jaceo,

jacere, 'to lie'. See jet, 'to spirt forth', and cp.

agist. Cp. also joist.

gitano, n., a gypsy. — Sp., 'gypsy', fr. Egiptano,

Egyptian', fr. Egipto, fr. L. Aegyptus, 'Egypt'.

See gypsy.

gith.n., 1) any plant of the genus Nigella; 2) the

com cockle. — OE. gip-corn, fr. L. git (later

forms gitti, gitte), 'the plant Nigella saliva',

which is prob. a Punic loan word, and ult.

derives fr. Heb.s^a<//i, 'coriander'. In an addition

to Dioscurides 3,63 it is mentioned that the

Africans call the coriander yo'S (pronounced
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in Late Gk. gid). It is very probable that Latin

git was influenced in form by the pronunciation

mentioned.

gittem, n., an obsolete musical instrument re-

sembling a guitar. — ME. giterne, fr. OF. gui-

terne, fr. L. cithara, fr. Gk. xi&apa. See cither.

Derivative: gittern, intr. v. (pbsol.)
^

give, tr. and intr. v. — ME. given, of Scand. ori-

gin; cp. ON. gefa, Dan. give, Swed. gifva, giva,

which are rel. to OE. giefan, gifan, OS. geSan,

OFris. jeva, MDu. gheven, Du. geven, OHG.

geban, MHG., G. geben, Goth, giban, 'to give',

Goth, gabei, 'riches', gabeigs, gabigs, 'rich', fr.

I.-E. base *ghab{h)-, 'to take, hold, have; to

give', whence also Olr. gaibim, 'I take', gabdl,

'the act of taking', Lith. gabenti, 'to remove',

L. habere, 'to have, possess' and prob. also OI.

gdbhastih, 'hand'. See habit and cp. gavel, 'trib-

ute', gift. Derivatives: giv-er, n., giv-ing, n.

given, pp. of give.

gizzard, n., the muscular stomach of a bird. —
ME. giser, fr. OF. gezier, giser, gisier, gusier

(F. gesier), fr. L. gizeria, 'cooked entrails of

poultry', which is prob. a Punic-Phoen.-Heb.

loan word. Cp. Heb. ghdrim, construct state

gizr^, 'pieces of sacrificed animals', pi. of gezer,

'anything cut, a piece', from the stem of gdzdr,

'he cut, divided', in Mishnaic Heb. 'he circum-

cised; he decided, decreed', rel. to Aram.-Syr.

g^zdr, 'he cut, split, circumcised; he decided, de-

creed', Arab, jdzara, Ethiop. gazdra, 'he cut,

slaughtered'. In L. gigeria, a collateral form of

gizeria, z has been assimilated to the preceding

g. The final d in gizzard is due to a confusion of

this word with words ending in -ard; cp, the

final d in hazard, mallard, scabbard.

glabella, n., the space between the eyebrows

(anat.) — Medical L., prop. fern, of the adj.

glabellas, 'without hair, smooth', used as a

noun. This latter word is the dimin. of glaber,

for which see next word.

glabrous, adj., bald; smooth. — Formed with

suff. -ous. fr. L. glaber, 'without hair, smooth,

bald', which stands for *ghladh-ros, and is cogn.

with OE. glsd, 'bright, glad'. See glad and cp.

gabbro.

glace, adj., having a smooth surface. — F., pp.

of glacer, 'to freeze; to glaze', fr. glace, 'ice'.

See next word and cp. glacier,

glacial, adj., pertaining to ice; icy. — F., fr. L.

glacidlis, 'icy', fr. glacies, 'ice', prob. formed

on the analogy of acies, 'sharp edge, point', fr.

orig. *gla-gies, fr. I.-E. base *gel-, 'to freeze',

whence also L. gela, 'frost'. See gelid and adj.

suff. -al and cp. glace, glacier, glacis,

glacialist, n., one who supports the glacial theory.

— See prec. word and -ist.

glaciate, tr. v., to freeze. — L. glaciatus, pp. of

glaciare, 'to turn to ice', fr. glacies. See glacial

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: Glaciat-ion, n., the act or process

of freezing.
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glacier, n., mass of ice moving slowly down a

mountain slope or valley. — F., fr. glace, 'ice',

fr. VL. glacia (whence also OProveng. glassa.

It. ghiaccia), corresponding to L. glacies, 'ice'.

See glacial and -ier and cp. glance, 'to glide off'.

glaciology, n., the study of glaciers. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. glacies, 'ice', and Gk. -Xoyta, fr.

-Xiyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain maimer);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

glacial and -logy.

Derivatives; glaciolog-ical, adj., glaciolog-ist, n.

glacis, n., a gentle slope; an external slope (fort.)

— F., fr. OF. glacier, 'to slip', fr. L. glaciare,

'to make or turn into ice', fr. glacies. See

glacial.

glad, adj. — ME., fr. OE. glied, 'bright; glad,

cheerful', rel. to ON. gladr, 'smooth, bright,

glad', Dan., Swed. glad, 'glad, joyful', OS. glad-

mod, 'glad', OFris. gled, Du. glad, 'slippery',

OHG., MHG. glat, 'shining, smooth', G. glatt,

'smooth', fr. I.-E. *ghl^dho-, 'bright, smooth',

whence also L. glaber (for *ghladh-ros), 'smooth

;

bald', OSlav. gladUkU, Lith. glodiis, glodnus,

'smooth', OPruss. glosto, 'whetstone'. Cp.

glade. Cp. also glabrous.

glad, tr. v., to gladden (archaic). — ME. gladien,

fr. OE. gladian, fr. glsed. See glad, adj.

gladden, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. glad, adj.,

with verbal suff. -en.

glade, n., an open space in a forest. — Rel. to

glad, adj., in its orig. sense 'bright, clear', hence

glade means lit. 'a bright, clear place'. For sense

development cp. E. clearing; cp. also F. clairiire,

'glade', fr. clair, 'clear, bright', and G. Lichtung,

'clearing, glade', fr. Licht, 'light'.

Derivative: glad-y, adj.

giadiate, adj., sword-shaped (bot.) — Formed
with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. gladius, 'sword'. See

next word.

gladiator, n., a Roman swordsman who fought

in the arena for the entertainment of spectators.

— L. gladiator, 'swordsman, fighter', fr. gla-

dius, 'sword', of Celtic origin. Cp. Olr. claid-eb,

W. cleddyf, Co. clethe, Bret, kleze, 'sword'; fr.

I.-E. base *qelad-, 'to strike, beat', whence also

MIr. claidim, 'I dig', caill (for *caldet), 'forest',

Gk. xXdSoi;, 'young branch or shoot', lit.,

'branch lopped off', OE. holt, 'copse, wood;
timber'. See bolt and cp. gladius, gladiolus,

glaive. Cp. also halt, 'lame'.

Derivatives: gladiatori-al, gladiatori-an, adjs.

gladiolus, n., i) (cap.) a genus of plants of the

iris family; 2) any plant of this genus. — L., 'a

small sword', dimin. of gladius, 'sword' (see

prec. word and -ole): so called by PUny from

the swordlike leaves.

gladius, n., i) the swordfish; 2) the pen of a

cuttlefish. — L., 'sword'. See gladiator,

gladly, adv. — ME., fr. OE. glxdlice. See glad,

adj., and adv. suff. -ly.

gladness, n. — ME. gladnesse, fr. OE. glxdnes.

See glad, adj., and -ness.

gladsome, adj. — ME. gladsum. See glad, adj.,

and -some.

Gladstone bag, also gladstone. — Named after

the English statesman William Ewart Gladstone

(1809-98).

Gladys, fem. PN.—W. Gwladys, prob. Welshified

fr. L. Claudia. See Claudia.

Glagolitic, adj., pertaining to the ancient Western

Slavic alphabet.— A hybrid coined fr. OSlav,

glagola, 'word', and -itic, a suff. of Greek origin,

OSlav. glagola is cogn. with ON. kalla, 'to

shout, sing', OE. ceallian, 'to call'. See call.

glair, n., white of egg. — ME. gleyre, fr. OF.
(= F.) glaire, fr. VL. *cldria (ovi), 'white part

(of an egg)', fr. L. cldrus, 'bright, clear'. See

clear, adj.

Derivatives : glair, tr. v., glair-eous, glair-y, adjs.,

glair-i-ness, n.

glaive, n., sword; spear. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

glaive, a blend of L. gladius, 'sword', and cldva,

'knotty branch, cudgel, club', which is rel. to

cldvus, 'nail'. See gladiator and close, adj.

glamour, glamor, n., magic; alluring charm. —
Corruption of grammar, used in the sense of

gramarye; popularized by Sir Walter Scott

(1771-1832).

Derivatives: glamo(u)r, tr. v., glamo(u)r-ous,

adj., glamo(u)r-ous-ly, adv., glamo(u)r-y, adj.

glance, intr. and tr. v., to glide off obliquely; to

flash; to look quickly. — ME. glacen, fr. OF.

glacier, 'to slip, slide', fr. glace, 'ice' ; see glacier.

The word glance was prob. influenced both in

form and meaning by ME. glenten, 'to shine'

(see glint). Cp. glissade. Cp. also next word.

Derivative: glance, n., a gliding off obliquely;

a flashing; a quick look.

glance, n., a lustrous metallic sulfide (mineral.)—
Du. glans, 'brightness, luster'. See next word.

glance, tr. v., to polish (metal). — Prob. fr. Du.

glanzen, 'to gleam, polish', fr. MDu. glansen,

'to gleam', fr. glans, 'brightness', fr. MHG. glanz

(whence G. Glanz), fr. Late OHG. glanz, of s.m.,

fr. OHG. glanz, adj., 'bright', which is rel. to

ME. glenten, 'to shine'. See glint.

gland, n. — F. glande, fr. L. glandem, ace. of

glans, 'acorn' (used in the sense of L. glandula,

'gland', dimin. of glans), which is cogn. with

Gk. PoXavoi;, Arm. kaiin (gen. kafnoy), OSlav.

zel^di, 'acorn', Lith. gile, Lett, (d)zile, OPruss.

gile, 'oak; gland'. Cp. next word and the second

element in Eoglandina and in Juglans. Cp. also

the first element in balaniferous and the second

element in myrobalan. Cp. also valonia.

Derivatives : glandi-ferous, adj., glandi-form, adj.

glanders, n. pi., a contagious disease of horses,

mules, etc., characterized by the swelling of the

glands beneath the lower jaw. — OF. glandres

(pi.), fr. L. glandulae (pi.), 'glands of the throat'.

See glandule.

Derivatives: glander-ed, glander-ous, adj.

glandular, adj., consisting of, or pertaining to,

glands.— Fr. L. glandula. Sec next word and -ar.
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glandule, n., a small gland. — F., fr. L. glandula,

'gland of the throat', dimin. of gldns, gen. glan-

dis, 'acorn'. See gland and -ule.

Derivatives: glandul-ar (q.v.), glanduli-ferous,

adj., glandul-ous, adj. (q.v.), glandul-os-ity, n.

glandulous, adj., glandular.— F. glanduleux (fem.

glanduleuse), fr. L. glandulosus, 'full of glands,

glandulous', fr. glandula. See prec. word and

-ous.

Derivative : glandulous-ness, n.

glare, intr. v. — ME. glaren, 'to shine', rel. to

MDu. and MLG. glaren, *to glow', and to

next word.

Derivatives: glare, n., glar-ing, n., glar-ing-ly,

adv.

glass, n. — ME. glas, gles, fr. OF. glxs, rel. to

OS. glas, gles, ON. gler, Dan. glar, MDu., Du.

glas, 'glass', OHG., MHG. s^to, 'amber, glass',

G. Glas, 'glass', OE. -glxr, 'amber', and cogn.

with L. glaesum, glesum, 'amber', Olr. glass,

green, blue, gray', W. glas, 'blue', Mir. glaistn,

•woad', fr. I.-E. base *ghles-, *ghl^s-, 'to shine,

glitter', which is an enlargement of base *ghel-,

*ghel-, *ghle-, 'to gleam, glimmer; to be green

or yellow'. Cp. glare, glaze, glow. Cp. also gleam

and words there referred to. Cp. also yellow.

Derivatives: glass, tr. v., glass-ful, adj., glass-y,

adj., glass-i-ly, adv., glass-i-ness, n.

Glassite, n., an adherent of the teachings of John

Glas{s) (1695-1773), the founder of a Scottish

sect. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

glauberite, n., a sodium calcium sulfate {mineral.)

— Named after the German physician and

chemist Johann Rudolf Glauber (1604-68). Cp.

next word. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Glauber's salt, sodium sulfate. — Named after

}. K.Glauber. See prec. word.

glaucescent, adj., somewhat glaucous. — See

glaucous and -escent.

Glaucidium, n., a genus of small owls (ornithol.)

— ModL., dimin. formed fr. Gk. yXauS, gen.

YXauxo;, 'owl', which seems to be a hypocor-

istic abbreviation of yXauxoiTTi.?, '(the bird) with

the gleaming eyes', fr. YXaux6(;, 'gleaming,

bright', and cot};, gen. oin6i, 'eye, face'. See glau-

cous, -opia and -idium.

Glaucium, n., a genus of plants of the poppy

family (bol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. yXauxtov, 'juice

of the homed poppy', fr. y>jxuk6i; (see glau-

cous) ; so called from the color of its foliage.

glaucoma, n., an eye disease (med.) — Medical

L., fr. Gk. yXauxutia, fr. YXaux6i;. See glaucous

and -oma.

glaucomatous, adj., pertaining to glaucoma. —
Formed with suif. -ous fr. YXaiixoJixa, gen.

yXauxtiiiaxoc. See prec. word.

Glauconia, n., a genus of snakes, the burrowing

snake {zoot.) — ModL., fr. YXaux6i;. See glau-

cous and cp. next word. For the ending see

suff. -ia.

glauconite, n., a dull-green silicate (.mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. yXa^xiz
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(see glaucous); so called from its color. Cp.

prec. word.

glaucous, adj., bluish green. — L. glaucus, fr. Gk.

yXauxi;, 'gleaming, bright; gray, bluish green',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. Glaucidium,

Glaucium, glaucoma, Glauconia, Glaucus, Glaux.

Derivative: glaucous-ly, adv.

Glaucus, n., a fisherman of Boeotia, changed into

'

a sea god {Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. rXaux6i;,

fr. YXau>c6i;, 'bluish green', so called in allusion

to the glaucous color of the sea. See prec. word.

Glaucus, n., a genus ofmollusks {zool.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. YXaux6(;, 'bluish green' (see glaucous);

so called in allusion to their color.

Glaux, n., a genus of plants ofthe primrose family

(60/.)— L.^/fl«x,nameofaplant, fr. Gk. yXau^,

'the milk vetch', which is prob. rel. to yXauxd?,

'gleaming, bright; bluish green'. See glaucous,

and cp. Glaucidium, Glaucium.

glaze, tr. v., to furnish with glass; intr. v., to

become glassy. — ME. glasen, fr. glas, 'glass',

fr. OE. glxs. See glass.

Derivatives: glaze, n., glaz-er, n., glazier (q.v.),

glaz-ing, n., glaz-y, adj., glar-i-ly, adv., glaz-

i-ness, n.

glazier, n. — Formed fr. glaze with suff. -ier.

Derivative: glazier-y, n.

gleam, n., a beam of light. — ME. glem, gleam,

fr. OE. gliem, 'brightness, splendor', rel. to OS.

glimo, of s.m., MHG. glim, 'spark', OHG. glei-

mo, MHG. gleime, 'glowworm', lit. 'the gleam-

er', MHG., G. glimmen, 'to glimmer, glow', and

to ON. gljd, 'to shine, glitter', fr. L-E. base

*ghlei-, 'to shine, glitter, glow; to be warm',

whence also Gk. jk\.z<.\), 'to become warm',

xXtap6(;, 'warm', xXiaivetv, 'to warm', Olr. gle,

W. gloew, 'bright, clear'. Base *ghlei- is an

enlargement of base *ghel-; *ghel-, *ghle-, 'to

gleam, glimmer'. See glass and cp. glee, glim-

mer, glimpse, glisten, glister, glitter.

Derivatives: gleam-y, adj., gleam-i-ly, adv.,

gleam-i-ness, n.

gleam, intr. v. — ME. glemen, fr. glem. See

gleam, n.

glean, tr. v., to gather after the reapers; intr. v.,

to gather what is left after the reapers. — ME.

glenen, fr. OF. glener (F. glaner), fr. Late L.

glenare (whence also OProven?. glenar), a word

occurring in the Salic Law; of Celtic origin;

cp. Olr. do-glinn, 'he collects, gathers'.

Derivatives: glean, n. {q.\.), glean-er,n., glean-

ing, n.

glean, n., something gleaned. — OF. glene, fr.

Late L. glena, fr. glenare. See glean, v.

glebe, n., soil; land; field. — L. gleba, fr. earlier

glaeba, 'clod, soil, land', in gradational relation-

ship to globus, 'ball, sphere', and cogn. with Lith.

glebys, 'armful; clue, ball', gldbiu, gUbti, 'to

embrace, support', Lett. gW}t, glebt, 'to pro-

tect', Polish glohic, 'to press', Czech hlobiti, 'to

fasten with tags', OHG. klaftra, MHG. klafter,

G. Ktafter, 'fathom', lit. 'the outstretched arms'.
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OE. clyppan, OFris. kleppa, 'to embrace, love',

fr. I.-E. base *gelebh-, *glebh-, 'to roU up into

a ball, compress', which is an enlargement of

base *gel-, of s.m. See clamp, 'a device for

fastening', and cp. globe. Cp. also gall, 'gallnut'.

Glecoma, n., a genus of plants of the mint family

{bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. yXi?])(o>v, pXvjxtov, 'pen-

nyroyal'; of unknown origin.

glede, n., the common kite.— ME., fr. OE. glida,

'kite', lit. 'the gliding (bird)', rel. to ON. gleda,

'kite', and to OE. gl'idan, 'to glide'. See glide.

Gleditsia, n., a genus of plants, the honey locust

(60?.) — ModL., named after the German bo-

tanist Johann Gottlieb Gleditsch (1714-86). For

the ending see suff. -ia.

glee, n., joy; mirth. — ME. gle, gleo, fr. OE.

gliw, gleo, 'mirth, jest; music minstrelsy', fr.

ON. gly, of s.m., which is rel. to gljd, 'to shine'.

See gleam and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: glee-ful, adj., glee-ful-ly, adv.,

glee-ful-ness, n.

gleed, n., a live coal {dial) — ME. glede, fr. OE.

gled, 'live coal; flame, fire', rel. to ON. glod,

Du. gloed, OHG., MHG. gluot, G. Glut, 'glow-

ing fire', and to OE. glowan, 'to glow'. See glow

and cp. words there referred to.

gleek, n., an old card game {obsol.) — OF. glic,

fr. earlier ghelicque, fr. MDu. ghelijc (whence

Du. gelijk), 'equal', which is rel. to OE. gelic,

'similar, equal'. See like, adj. The game is so

called because it is three cards of the same rank

that form a gleek.

gleemaiden, n., a female minstrel {archaic). —
OE. gleo-mxgden, 'female minstrel'. See glee

and maiden,

gleeman, n., a minstrel (archaic). — OE. gleo-

man, 'minstrel, jester'. See glee and man.

gleesome, adj., gleeful, merry. — Compounded

of glee and ist -some.

Derivatives : g^feeiome-Zy, adv., gleesome-ness, n.

gleet, n., morbid discharge from the urethra

(med.) — ME. glet, glette, fr. OF.-MF. glete,

'slime, filth' (whence F. glette, 'litharge'), fr. L.

glitem, ace. of glTs, 'sticky, glutinous ground',

which is a back formation fr. glittus, 'sticky',

suggested by the analogy of the related glus,

gen. glutis. See glue,

gleg, adj., quick of perception (Scot.) — ME.,

fr. ON. gloggr, 'clear-sighted, clear, distinct',

rel. to OS., OHG. glau, 'clever', OE. gleaw,

'clever, wise', Goth, glaggwo, 'exactly', glagg-

waba, glaggwuba, 'carefully', O^.gluggi, gluggir,

'loophole, light', Swed., Norw. glugga, 'to look

at, lie in wait, lurk', OE. glowan, 'to shine, glow'.

See glow,

glen, n., a narrow valley.— ME., fr. Gael, gleann,

'mountain valley, glen', which is rel. to Mir.

glenn, glend, W. glyn, of s.m. Cp. the next two

words.

Glengarry cap or Glengarry bonnet, also glen-

garry. — Named after a valley in Inverness-

shire (Scotland), lit. glen of the river Garry.

Glenlivet, Glenlivat, n., a kind of whisky. —
Named after Glenlivet (or Glenlivat) in Scot-

land ; so called from the place where it was first

manufactured. The name lit. means 'the glen of

the Livet { a tributary of the Avon)'.

glenoid, adj., having the form of a shallow cavity

(anat.)— Gk. YXr)voetS:fi(;, 'resembling the socket

of a joint', compounded of {kr\-j-r\, 'eyeball;

socket of a joint', and -ociS^^i;, 'like', fr. sISoq,

'form, shape'. The first element is prob. rel. to

yeXelv (Hesychius), 'to shine, be bright', yeXav,

'to laugh', yeXavT)?. 'smiling, joyful'. For the

first element see geloto-, for the second see -old.

glib, adj., I) smooth; 2) fluent. — The orig.

meaning of this word was 'slippery'. It is of

Dutch origin. Cp. Du. glibberen, 'to slide', glib-

berig, 'slippery', glibber, 'jelly'.

Derivatives; glib-ly, adv., glib-ness, n.

glide, intr. v. — ME. gliden, fr. OE. glldan, rel.

to OS. glidan, OFris. glida, MLG. gliden, Du.

glijden, OHG. glitdn, MHG. gliten, G. gleiten,

'to glide'. Dan. glide, Swed. glida, are borrowed

fr. MLG gliden. Cp. glede, glissade.

Derivatives : glide, n., glid-er, n., glid-ing-ly, adv.

gliff, intr. and tr. v., to glance, glimpse; n., a

glimpse. — Of uncertain origin.

glim, n., i) a light, as a lamp ; 2) an eye (slang).—
Rel. to gleam, glimmer,

glimmer, intr. v. — ME. glemeren, glimeren, 'to

shine', rel. to Du. glimmeren, MHG., G. glim-

men, G. glimmern, 'to shine dimly, glimmer',

G. Glimmer, 'a faint glow', and to OE. glxm,

'brightness, splendor'. See gleam and cp.

glimpse.

Derivatives: glimmer, n., glimmer-ing, n. and

adj., glimmer-ing-ly, adv., glimmer-y, adj.

glimpse, tr. and intr. v. — Formerly glimse, fr.

ME. glimsen, fr. Teut. base *glim-, whence also

gleam, glim, glimmer (qq.v.) For the excrescent

p cp. empty, sempstress.

Derivatives: glimpse, n., glimps-er, n.

glint, intr. v. — ME. glenten, 'to shine', rel. to

dial. Swed. glanta, glinta, 'to shine', OHG. glanz,

'bright', fr. I.-E. base *ghlendh-, 'to shine',

whence also OSlav. gkdati, 'to see'. See glance,

'to polish'.

Derivative: glint, n.

glioma, n., a tumor of the brain, spinal chord,

etc. (med.) — Medical L., lit. 'glue tumor',

coined by the German pathologist Rudolf Vir-

chow (1821-1902), fr. Gk. yXtS, 'glue', and suff.

-cufia. See glue and -oma and cp. the second ele-

ment in neuroglia.

gUomatosis, n., disease characterized by glioma

(med.) — Medical L. See prec. word and -osis.

gliomatous, adj., pertaining to gliomata (med.)

— See glioma and -ous.

Glires, n. pi., a synonym of Rodentia (zool) —
L. glires, pi. oi glis, 'dormouse', cogn. with OI.

girih. 'mouse', Gk. yoXiT], Att. raXTJ, 'weasel,

polecat, marten'. See galea.

gUrifonn, adj., resembling the Rodentia (zool.)
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— Compounded of L. glls (see prec. word) and

forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

glirine, adj., pertaining to the Rodentia (zool.) —
Formed with adj. sufF. -ine fr. L. glis, gen. gliris,

'dormouse'. See Glires.

glissade, n., a sliding down a slope of snow. —
F., formed with sufF. -ade fr. F. glisser, 'to slip,

glide, slide', which is a blend of OF. glier, 'to

glide', and OF. glacer, of s.m. OF. glier derives

fr. Frankish *glldan, which is rel. to OHG.
glltan, OE. gl'idan, 'to glide' ; see glide. OF. glacer

comes fr. glace, 'ice', fr, L. glacies; see glacial.

Derivatives: glissade, intr. v., glissad-er, n.

glisten, intr. v., to glitter. — ME. glisnen, glist-

nen, fr. OE. glisnian, rel. to OE. glisian and to

OFris. gUsa, 'to shine', fr. I.-E. base *ghleis-,

enlargement of base *ghel-, *ghle-, 'to gleam,

glimmer'. See glass and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also next word.

Derivative : glisten, n.

glister, intr. v. — ME. glistren, glisteren, prob.

fr. LG. glisten, which derives fr. I.-E. base

*ghleis-, 'to gleam, glimmer'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: glister, n., glister-ing-ly, adv.

glitter, intr. v. — ME. gliteren, fr. ON. glitra;

rel. to OE. glitenian, OS. glitan, OHG. glisian,

MHG. glisen, G. gleifien, MHG., G. glitzern,

Goth, glitmunjan, 'to glitter, glisten', fr. I.-E.

*ghleid-, *ghlid-, whence also Gk. x^iScov,

xXiSo?, 'ornament', x^tS-rj, 'luxury, delicacy'.

I.-E. *ghleid- is a dental enlargement of base

*ghlei-, 'to shine, glitter, glow; to be warm'. See

gleam and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: glitter, n., glitter-ing, adj., glitter-

ing-ly, adv., glitter-y, adj.

gloaming, n., twilight. — ME., fr. OE. glomung,

'twilight', fr. glom, of s.m., which is rel. to OE.

glowan, 'to glow'. See glow.

gloat, intr. v., to gaze with malicious joy. — ON.
glotta, 'to smile scornfully', rel. to MHG., G.

glotzen, 'to stare, gloat'. Cp. glout.

Derivatives : gloat, n., gloat-er, n., gloat-ing, adj.

gloat-ing-ly, adv.

global, adj., spherical. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. globus. See globe.

globate, adj., spherical. — L. globatus, pp. of

globdre, 'to make into a globe', fr. globus. See

next word and adj. suff. -ate.

globe, n. — F., fr. L. globus, 'a round body, ball,

sphere', in gradational relationship to L. glaeba,

gleba, 'clod, soil, land'. See glebe and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also globose, globule, con-

globate and the second element in hemoglobin.

Globigerina, n., a genus of Foramlnifera {zool.)

— ModL., compounded of L. globus, 'a round

body', and gerere, 'to bear, carry'. See globe

and gerent.

globose, adj., spherical. — L. globosus, 'round as

a ball, spherical', fr. globus. See globe and adj.

suff. -ose.

Derivatives: globose-ly, adv., globose-ness, n.,

gtohos-ity, n.

Globularia, n., a genus of plants, the globe daisy

ibot.) — ModL., fr. L. globulus, 'a little ball'.

See globule.

globule, n., a very small spherical body; a drop.

— F., fr. L. globulus, 'a little ball', dimin. of

globus. See globe and -ule.

Derivatives: globul-ar, adj., globulin (q.v.), glo-

bulous (q.v.)

globidin, n., a protein substance (biochem.) —
Coined by the Swedish chemist Jons Jakob Ber-

zehus (1779-1848) from L. globulus (see prec.

word) and chem. suff. -in.

globulite, n., a variety of crystallite (^mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. L. globulus. See

globule,

globulous, adj., globular. — F. globuleux (fern.

globuleuse), fr. globule. See globule and -ous.

Derivative: globulous-ness, n.

glochidiate, adj., barbed (60?.) — Formed with

adj. suff. -ate fr. Gk. ylax'-Z- See next word.

glochidium, n., larva of fresh-water mussel (zool.)

— ModL., dimin. of Gk. y\(axk, 'point of an

arrow; projecting point'. See gloss, 'interpretat-

ion', and -idium.

glockenspiel, n., a percussion instrument {mus.)

— G. Glockenspiel, lit. 'play of bells', fr. Glocke,

'bell', and Spiel, 'a play'. See clock and spiel, and

cp. the second element in bonspiel, kriegspiel.

glomerate, tr. v., to roll up, accumulate. — L.

glomerdtus, pp. of glomerare, 'to make into a

ball, gather into a round heap', fr. glomus, gen.

glomeris, 'a round heap, ball, clue', fr. I.-E.

*gle-m-, a collateral form of base *gleb(h)-,

'to make into a ball, press together', enlarged

fr. base *gel-, of s.m. See clamp, 'a device for

fastening', and verbal suff. -ate and cp. Glomer-

ella, glomerulus, agglomerate, conglomerate. Cp.

also glebe, globe,

glomerate, adj., rolled up, accumulated. — L.

glomerdtus, pp. of glomerare. See prec. word.

glomeration, n., accumulation; ball. — L. glo-

merdtio, gen. -onis, fr. glomerdtus, pp. of glome-

rdre. See glomerate, v., and -ion.

Glomerella, n., a genus of fungi (60/.) — ModL.,

a dimin. formed fr. glomus, gen. glomeris, 'ball'.

See glomerate, v., and -ella and cp. next word.

glomerulus, n., a capillary tuft {anat.) — Medical

L., coined by Schumlansky fr. L. glomus, gen.

glomeris, 'ball' (see glomerate), and dimin. suff.

-ule.

gloom, intr. v., to look sullen. — ME. gloumen,

gloumben, 'to look sullen, be gloomy', rel. to

MLG. glum, 'turbid', glomen, 'to make turbid',

LG. gluren, Du. gluren, 'to leer'; not rel. to OE.

gldm, 'twilight'. Cp. glower, 'to lour', glum.

Derivatives : gloom, n., gloom-y, adj., gloo-mi-ly,

adv., gloom-i-ness, n.

Gloria, n., the great doxology in Christian liturgy.

— L. ; so called from the first word of the text,

which begins "Gloria in excelsis Deo" ("Glory

be to God on high"). See glory,

glorification, n. — Late L. glorificdtid, gen. -onis.

663

fr. gldrificdtus, pp. of glorificdre. See next word

and -ation.

glorify, tr. v. — ME. glorifien, fr. F. glorifier, fr.

Late L. glorificdre, 'to glorify', which is formed

fr. L. gloria, 'glory', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to

make, do'. See glory and -fy.

Derivative: glorifi-er, n.

gloriole, celestial crown, aureole. — F., fr. L.

gldriola, 'a small glory', dimin. of gloria. See

glory and -ole.

glorious, adj. — OF. glorious (F. glorieux), fr. L.

gloriosus, 'glorious, famous', fr. gloria. See

glory and -ous.

Derivatives: glorious-ly, adv., glorious-ness, n.

glory, n. — ME. glorie, fr. OF. glorie (F. gloire),

fr. L. gloria, 'glory, fame, renown, praise',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. gloriole.

Derivative: g^/ory, intr. V.

gloss, n., interpretation. — L. glossa, 'an anti-

quated or foreign word that requires explan-

ation', hence also 'explanation, note', fr. Gk.

yXtoCTda, Att. yXuTTa, 'tongue, speech', which

stands for *YXiox-ia, prop. 'that which is pro-

jected', and is rel. to yXuxk, 'a projecting point',

and perh. cogn. with OSlav. glogH, 'thorn'. Cp.

glottis, epiglottis, and gloze, 'a note'. Cp. also

the second element in monoglot, diglot, triglot,

polyglot, and in bugloss, Cynoglossum, Doco-

glossa, Hippoglossus, hypoglossus, Odontoglos-

sum, Ophioglossum, Pangloss, Salpiglossis,

Tachyglossus, Triglochin.

Derivative: gloss, tr. v., to write glosses to.

gloss, n., polish. — Rel. to obsol. Du. gloos, 'a

glowing', MHG. glosen, Norw. glosa, 'to glow',

and prob. also to OE. glowan, of s.m. See glow

and cp. gloze, 'to shine'.

Derivative: gloss, tr. and intr. v., to polish.

glossary, n., a collection of glosses; a partial

dictionary. — L. glossdrium, 'vocabulary of

antiquated or foreign words, glossary', formed

with suff. -drium, fr. glossa. See gloss, 'inter-

pretation', and subst. suff. -ary.

Derivative: glossari-al, adj.

glossator, n., a writer of glosses. — ML., formed

with suff. -ator fr. L. glossa. See gloss, 'inter-

pretation'.

glossic, n., a phonetic system invented by Alex-

ander John Ellis (1814-90). — Coined by A.J.

Ellis fr. Gk. YXwoaa, 'tongue'. See gloss, 'inter-

pretation', and -ic

glossitis, n., inflammation of the tongue (med.)—
Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk.

yXdaaoL, 'tongue'. See gloss, 'interpretation'.

glosso-, combining form denoting the tongue. —
Gk. YXtooCTO-, fr. y\C>aaa., 'tongue'. See gloss,

'interpretation'.

glossograph, n., an instrument for recording the

movements of the tongue in speaking. — Com-

pounded of glosso- and Gk. -ypafpoi;, fr. ypiifciv,

'to write'. See -graph,

glossographer, n., a writer of glosses. — Formed

with suff. -er fr. Gk. yXwoooYpA'po";, 'a writer of

glosses', which is compounded of yXtootJo- (see

glosso-) and -ypa^oc,, fr. Ypa<psiv, 'to write' (see

-grapher).

glossology, n., the science of language (obsol.) —
Compounded of glosso- and Gk. -XoyiS, fr.

-X6yo<;, 'one who speaks (in a certain inanner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy

and cp. glottology.

Derivatives: glossolog-ical, adj., glossolog-ist, n.

glossotomy, n., the cutting out of the tongue

{surg^ — Compounded of glosso- and Gk.

-Tojita, 'a cutting of, fr. to[X7), 'a cutting'. See

-tomy.

glottis, n., the opening between the vocal cords

of the larynx (finat) — Att. Gk. yXutti;, 'the

mouth of the windpipe', fr. yXcoTTa, 'tongue'.

See gloss, 'interpretation', and subst. suff. -id

and cp. epiglottis,

glotto-, combining form meaning 'language'. —
Att. Gk. yXwtto-, fr. yX"t™, 'tongue; lan-

guage'. See gloss, 'interpretation'.

glottology, n., the science of language {obsol.) —
It. glottologia, coined by the Italian comparative

philologist Graziadio Isaia Ascoli (1829- 1907)

fr. glotto- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xdyo.;, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy and cp. glos-

sology.

glout, intr. v., to frown, scowl (archaic). — ME.

glouten, prob. of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. glotta,

'to smile scornfully', and see gloat,

glove, n. — ME. glofe, glove, fr. OE. glof, 'palm

of the hand', rel. to ON. glofi. Both these words

are a contraction of Teut. *ge-lof, fr. pref. ge-

(see y-) and *l6f-, 'palm of the hand', whence

als3 ON. lofi, Goth, lofa and (with vowel grad-

ation) OHG. laffa, 'palm of the hand ;
oarblade'.

These words are cogn. with Lith. lopa, 'claw',

lopeta, 'shovel, spade'; waterlily", Lett, lepa,

'paw', Idpusta, Idpsta, 'shovel, spade'. OPruss.

lopto, 'spade', Russ. lapa, 'paw', lopdta, 'shovel'.

Cp. loof, aloof, luff, laveer.

Derivatives: glove, tr. v., glov-er, n.

glow, intr. v. — ME. glowen, fr. OE. glowan, rel.

to OS. gloian, ON. gloa, OHG. gluoen, MHG.
gliien, gluejen, G. gluhen, 'to glow', fr. I.-E.

*ghldu-, enlargement of base *ghel-, *ghel-, 'to

gleam, glimmer'. See glass and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also gleg, gloaming.

Derivatives : glow, n., glow-ing, adj., glow-ing-ly,

adv.

glower, intr. v., to lower; to scowl. — Cp. LG.

glOren, Du. gluren, 'to leer', see gloom.

Derivatives: glower, n., glower-er, n., glower-

ing, adj., glower-ing-ly, adv.

Gloxinia, n., a genus of tropical plants (6or.) —
ModL., named after Benjamin Peter Gloxin,

an 18th century German botanist and physician.

For the ending see suff. -ia.

gloze, intr. v., to shine, blaze (Scot.) — See gloss,

'to polish'.

Derivative: gloze, a blaze.
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gloze, n., i) a note (obsoL); 2) flattering speech;

flattery (archaic). — OF. glose, fr. ML. glosa,

a var. of L. glossa, 'a word that requires explan-

ation'. See gloss, 'interpretation'.

gloze, intr. v., i) to make glosses (pbsol.); 2) to

flatter (archaic). — ME. glosen, fr. OF. gloser,

fr. glose. See gloze, n.

glucase, n., maltase, i.e. an enzyme capable of

converting maltose into glucose (chem.) —
Formed fr. gluc(ose) with suff". -ase.

glucina, n., another name for beryllia (chem.) —
ModL., coined by the French chemist Nicolas-

Louis Vauquelin (1763-1829) in 1798 fr. Gk.

YXuku?, 'sweet' (see glyco-); so called by him
in allusion to the sweet taste of some of its salts.

glucinum, also glucinium, n., another name for

beryllium (chem.) — ModL. See prec. word.

glucose, n., a sugar, QHijOg (chem.) — F. glu-

cose, fr. misspelling of Gk. y^EuJ^o?, 'must,

sweet wine', which is rel. to Gk. yXuxiiq, 'sweet'.

See glyco- and subst. suflF. -ose.

glycoside, also spelled glycoside, n., a group of

compounds yielding glucose (chem.)— Formed
from prec. word with suff. -ide.

glue, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) glu, 'birdlime',

fr. Late L. glQtem, ace. of glCis, fr. L. gluten, of

s.m., which derives fr. I.-E. base *gleit-, 'to

glue, paste', whence also Lith. glitus, 'sticky,

glutinous, smooth', glytds, 'smooth, even',

glttas,glitis, 'slime, mucus', OE. clidan, 'to adhere

to', clida, 'plaster', elide, 'bur'. I.-E. *gleit- is a

-f-enlargement of base *glei-, 'to glue, paste,

stick together'. Port, grude, 'paste', is of the

same origin as OF. glu. See clay and cp. gluten.

Cp. also gleet. Cp. also cloth.

Derivatives: glue, tr. v., glue-y, adj.

glum, adj., gloomy; sullen. — MT. gloumen,

gloumben, 'to look sullen, gloomy'. See gloom,

v., and cp. grum. Derivatives: glum-ly, adv.,

glum-ness,n.,glumm-y, adj.

glume, n., a bract of grasses. — L. glUma, 'husk,

hull', for *glubh-smd, from the stem of glUbo,

glubere, 'to peel, shell', which stands for

*gleubhd and is cogn. with Gk. y>.u9siv, 'to hol-

low out, engrave, carve', -fXuipi?, 'notch', OE.
cleofan, 'to cleave'. See cleave, 'to split', and

cp. glyph.

glumous, adj., bearing glumes. — Formed from

prec. word with suff. -ous.

glut, tr. v., to swallow. — OF. glotir, glutir, fr.

L. gluttire, 'to swallow, gulp down', fr. I.-E.

base *glu-, 'to swallow', whence also L. in-

glu-vies, 'crop, maw; gluttony, voraciousness',

Russ. gfot, 'draft, gulp', giotdt', 'to gulp, swal-

low', OSlav. po-glUstali, 'to gulp, swallow

dovm'. Base *gl-u is a -u-cnlargement of base

*gel-, 'to swallow', whence OHG. ceole, 'throat',

L. gula, 'throat'. See gullet, and cp. glutton,

deglutition, ingluvies.

Derivative: gluf, n., a swallow, gulp.

glut, tr. v., to feed to satiety; intr. v., to eat to

satiety. — ME. glotten, fr. OF. glut, glout.

'gluttonous', back formation fr. glotir, glutir,

'to swallow, gulp down'. Cp. OF. glototer, 'to

eat greedily', freq. of glotir, and see glut, 'to

swallow'.

Derivatives: glut, n., the act of glutting; full

supply, glutt-ing, adj., glut-ing-ly, adv.

gluteal, adj., pertaining to the muscles of the but-

tocks. — Formed from next word with adj.

suff. -al.

gluteus, n., any of the three large muscles of the

buttocks (anat.) — Medical L. glutaeus, glu-

teus, it. Gk. yXout6(;, 'rump', in the fil. 'but-

tocks', which is cogn. with MHG. kloz, 'lump,

ball', Du. kloot, 'baU, testicle', OE. cleat,

'wedge'. See cleat, and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

gluten, n., a viscid albuminous substance made
from wheat flour. — L. gluten, 'glue'. See glue.

glutinous, adj., of the nature of glue, sticky. —
L. glUtinosus, 'gluey, viscous, tenacious', fr.

gluten, gen. glUtinis, 'glue'. See glue and -ous

and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives : ^/«rmottj-/y, adv., glutinous-ness, n.

glutton, n., l) a gormandizer; 2) a carnivorous

mammal (Gulo luscus); wolverine. — ME. glo-

ton, glutun, fr. OF. gloton, gluton (F. glouton),

fr. L. gluttonem, ace. of glutto, 'glutton, gor-

mandizer', fr. gluttire, 'to swallow, gulp down'

:

see glut, 'to swallow'. In the sense of 'wolverine',

glutton is the loan translation of G. Vielfrafi.

'gormandizer; wolverine', fr. vie/, 'much', and

fressen, 'to devour'. The name Vielfrafi itself

arose from an erroneous translation of earlier

tioTy/.fjeldfross, 'wolverine', lit. 'mountain cat",

fr. fjeld, 'mountain', and fross, 'tomcat ; bear'

(cp. OH. fross, 'tomcat; bear'), but folk etymol-

ogy identified Norw. fjeldfross with MHG.
vitlefras (G. Vielfrafi), lit. 'much devourer'.

(ModNorw. fjeldfras, in its turn, shows the in-

fluence of G. Vielfrafi.) Derivatives : glulton-ize,

intr. and tr. v., glutton-ous, adj., gluttony (q.v.)

gluttony, n. — ME. glotonie, fr. OF. glotonie,

glutonie, fr. OF. gloton, gluton. See glutton and

-y (representing OF. -ie).

Glyceria, n., a genus of grasses, the manna grass

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. yXuxcpd?, 'sweet', fr.

yXuxiii;, 'sweet' (see glyco-) ; so called in allusion

to the taste of its grain.

glyceride, n., a compound of glycerol and organic

acids (chem.)— Formed fr. glycer(in) with suff'.

-ide.

glycerin, glycerine, n. (chem.) — F. glycerine,

coined by the French chemist Michel-Eugene

Chevreul (1786-1889) fr. Gk. yXuxepii;, 'sweet',

fr. yXuxij?, 'sweet'. See glyco- and chem. suff.

-in, -ine.

glyco-, combining form meaning 'sweet'. — Gk.

yXuxo-, fr. yXuxii?, 'sweet*, assimilated to the

following X from orig. •SXux-u?, and cogn. with

L. dulcis (for *dlkwis), 'sweet'. See dulcet and

cp. glucinum, glucose, licorice.

glycogen, n,, a carbonhydrate found in the liver I

of animals (chem.) — Coined by the French

physiologist Claude Bernard (1813-78) in 1848

from Gk. yXuxiii;, 'sweet' (see glyco-), and -gen.

glycol, n., an alcoholic liquid, regarded as inter-

mediate between glycerin and ethyl alcohol,

C2H4(OH)2 (chem.) — Formed fr. glyc(erine)

and (alcoh)ol. Derivative: glycol-ic, adj.

glyconic, adj., pertaining to a monoacid, CeHijO,

(chem.) — See glycose and -onic.

Glyconic, also Glyconian, adj., denoting a form

of classical meter or verse. — Formed with suff.

-ic fr. Gk. rXiixtov, name of a Greek lyric poet.

For the ending see suff. -ic, resp. -ian.

glycose, n., glucose. — F. See glucose.

glycoside, n., gjucoside. — See glycoside.

glycosuria, n., a form of diabetes in which glucose

is excreted in the urine (med.) — Medical L.,

compounded of glucose and Gk. -oup(a, 'dis-

eased condition of urine'. See -uria.

Glycyrrhiza, n., a genus of plants, the licorice

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. yXuxuppt^a, lit. 'sweet

root' (see licorice); so called in allusion to the

taste of its root.

glyph, n., a vertical channel or groove. — F.

glyphe, fr. Gk. yXutpr), 'a carving' fr. yXu9Etv,

'to hollow out, engrave, carve', which is cogn.

with L. glubere, 'to peel, shell', OE. cleofan, 'to

cleave'. See cleave, 'to split', and cp. glume. Cp.

also glyptic and the second element in anaglyph,

dactylioglyph, hieroglyph, petroglyph, triglyph.

glyphic, adj., pertaining to carving or sculpture.

— Gk. yXucpix6i;, 'pertaining to carving', fr.

yXutpT). See glyph and -ic.

glyphograph, n., an etched plate made by glypho-

graphy. — See next word and -graph.

glyphography, n., process by which a raised plate

suitable for printing is made from an etching. —
Compounded of Gk. yXutprj, 'carving' and -ypa-

(pia, 'writing', fr. ypa<p£tv, 'to write'. See glyph

and -graphy . Derivative : glyphngraph-ic , adj

.

glyptic, adj., pertaining to carving. — Gk. yXuTt-

Tixo?, 'pertaining to carving', fr. yXuTixoi;, 'en-

graved, carved; fit for carving', verbal adj. of

yXu9Etv. See glyph and -ic.

Glyptodon, n., a genus of extinct gigantic mam-
mals (paleontol.) — Compounded of Gk. yXuTt-

Toq, 'engraved', verbal adj. of yXiitpeiv, and 6Stov,

gen. oSovTo?, 'tooth'. See prec. word and odonto-.

glyptograph, n., an engraved gem.— Compound-
ed of Gk. yX'jTtToi;, 'engraved', verbal adj. of

yXu9Eiv, 'to engrave', and -ypatfO(;, fr. ypaipeiv,

'to write'. See glyptic and -graph.

glyptography, n.„the art or process of gem en-

graving. — See prec. word and -graphy.

Gnaphalium, n., a genus of plants, the cudweed

(bot.) — ModL., fr. L. gnaphalium, 'cudweed',

fr. Gk. yvaqjoXXtov, of s.m., fr. yva9aXXov,

'flock of wool', fr. yvaTTTEiv, 'a collateral form

of xviiirrctv, 'to card', which is cogn. with W.
cnaif, Olr. cnae, 'fleece', and prob. also with

Lith. knabeti, 'to peel', ON. hneppa, 'to squeeze,

pinch, rob', OE. hmeppan, 'to strike', Dan.

nappe, Swed., Norw. nappa, 'to pinch'.

gnar, gnarr, intr. v., to snarl. — Of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. MHG. gnarren, knarren, G. knarren,

'to creak, rattle', G. knurren, Du. knorren, Dan.
knurre, 'to snarl, growl', which all are of imi-

tative origin. Cp. knar.

gnarl, intr. v., to snarl. — Formed from prec.

word with frequent, suff. -/.

gnarled, adj., knotted. — A var. of knurled,

'knotted', fr. knurl (q.v.); first used by Shake-

speare.

gnash, tr. v. — ME. gnasten, 'to gnash the teeth',

rel. to ON. gnastan, 'a gnashing', gnista, of

s.m.; of imitative origin. Cp. G. knistern, 'to

crackle'. Derivatives : gnash, n., gnash-ing, n.

gnat,n.— ME., fr. OE. gnxtt, rel. to LG. gnatte,

in gradational relationship to MLG. gnitte,

'gnat', G. Gnitze, 'gnat' and prob. also to OE.
gnagan, 'to gnaw'. See gnaw.

gnathic, adj., pertaining to the jaw. — Formed
with suff. -ic fr. Gk. yvdc^oi;, 'jaw, cheek', which

is cogn. with Lith. zdndas, 'jaw', and prob.

stands in gradational relationship to Gk. y^vu?,

'the lower jaw, cheek, chin', y^siov, 'chin'. See

genial, 'pertaining to the chin', and cp. words

there referred to.

gnathism, n., relative projection of the lower jaw

(a term of craniometry). — See prec. word and

-ism.

gnathitis, n., inflammation of the jaw or cheek

(med.) — Medical L. See gnathic and -itis.

-gnathous, combining form lit. meaning '-jawed',

as in orthognathous, prognathous (a term of

craniometry). — See gnathic and -ous.

gnaw, tr. and intr. v. — ME. gnawen, fr. OE.

gnagan, rel. to OS. gnagan, ON., Swed. gnaga,

Dan. gnave, MDu., Du. knagen, OHG. gna-

gan, nagan, MHG. gnagen, nagen, G. nagen.

Outside Teut. cp. the second element in Avestic

aiwl-ynixta, 'gnawed, nibbled, eaten'. Cp. nag,

'to worry'. Cp. also gnat.

Derivatives: gnaw-er, n., gnaw-ing, n. and adj.,

gnaw-ing-ly, adv.

gneiss, n., a composite rock consisting of feld-

spar, quartz, mica and hornblende. — G., rel.

to OHG. gneisto, MHG. g(a)neist(e), ON.
gneisti, OE. gndst, 'spark'. Cp. OPruss. knaistis,

'a burning', and see ganister.

gnome, n., a fabulous dwarfish person. — F., fr.

ModL. gnomus, a word coined by the Swiss-

German physician and alchemist Paracelsus

(died in 1 541) prob. fr. Gk. yvto^iT), 'intelligence'

(see next word; gnomes were supposed to be

intelligent people) or perh. fr. Gk. *yriv6|jtoi;,

'inhabitant of the earth', formed on the analogy

of daXaaaov^iJioi;, 'inhabitant of the sea'. See

Geonoma.
Derivative: gnom-ish, adj.

gnome, n., a moral maxim. — Gk. yvt>>|XT), 'a

means of knowing; mind, Judgment, intelli-

gence; maxim, opinion', from the base of

yiyvtioxetv, 'to know, perceive, understand*. See



gnomic

can, aux. v., and cp. gnomon, gnosis. Cp. also

prec. word.

gnomic, gnomical, adj., pertaining to gnomes,

sententious, aphoristic. — Gk. Yvto[xix6q,

'suited to maxims', fr. -pxiijn). See prec. word

and -ic, resp. also -al.

gnomon, n., index on a sundial. — L. gnomon,

fr. Gk. Yvtifit^v, 'judge, indicator', lit. 'one that

knows', rel. to yv<o[jl7), 'mind, judgment, maxim,

opinion'. See gnome, 'maxim', and cp. the

second element in pathognomonic and in

physiognomy.

gnomonic, adj., pertaining to a gnomon. — L.

gnomonicus, fr. Gk. Yvtofxovixii;, fr. yvfitioiv. See

prec. word and -ic.

gnosis, n., knowledge, especially that claimed by

the Gnostics. — ModL. gnosis, fr. Gk. yvoJOT?,

'knowledge', from the base seen also in y^&^i],

'mind, judgment; maxim, opinion'. See gnome,

'maxim', and cp. diagnosis, prognosis.

gnostic, adj., pertaining to knowledge. — Gk.

yvcotJTixoi;, 'of knowing', fr. yvwctt6(;, 'known,

perceived, understood', a later collateral form

of yv<ot6?, verbal adj. of YiYvtocnteiv, 'to know'.

See gnosis and -ic and cp. next word. Cp. also

diagnostic, prognostic.

Gnostic, n., a member of the sect of Gnostics;

adj., pertaining to Gnosticism. — Late L. Gnos-

riciis, fr. Gk. yvo>(itix6?, 'Gnostic, member of

a religious sect of the 2nd cent.', lit. 'knowing'.

See prec. word and cp. Mandaean.

Derivative : Gnostic-ism, n.

gnu, n., a large S. African antelope. — Fr. gnoo,

the word by which the German traveler Georg

Forster (1754- 1794) rendered Kaffir ngu (in his

book 'A Voyage Around the World', I, p. 83).

go, intr. v. — ME. gon, fr. OE. gdn, rel. to OS.,

OFris., MLG. gdn, Dan. gaa, Swed. gd, MDu.
gaen, Du. gaan, OHG., MHG. gdn, gen, G.

gehen, Crimean Goth, geen, 'to go', fr. I.-E.

base *ghe-, *ghei-. The same base appears re-

duplicated in 01. jihUe (for *ghi-ghe-te), 'goes

away', jd-hd-ti (for *ghe-ghe-ti), 'leaves, aban-

dons', Gk. xizdvco (for *ghi-ghe-nd), tiixti'-^

(for *ghi-ghe-mi), 'I reach, meet with', Avestic

zazdmi, 'I dismiss'. Base *ghe-, *ghei-, 'to go',

is identical with base *ghe-, *ghei-, 'to lack, be

in want of (prop, 'to go without'), whence Gk.

yr^^oc,, 'want, need', xotTctv, 'to want, be in

need of, long for, desire', X1P°?' 'bereaved of,

L. heres, 'heir' ; see heredity and cp. chori-. Cp.

ago.

Derivatives: go, n., that which goes, go-er, n.,

go-ing, n.

goad, n. — ME. gode, fr. OE. gad, 'point, sting,

goad, arrow', rel. to Lombard gaida, 'spear',

and cogn, with OL hetih, 'missile, projectile',

hdyati, hinSti, 'pushes on, hurls', Avestic zaena-,

'weapon', Gk. x«'o?. 'shepherd's staff, Gaul.-

L. gaesum, 'a long heavy javelin', Olr. gae,

'spear', OE. gar, 'spear', Du. gesel, OHG.
geisila, MHG. geisel, G. Geifisl, 'whip, lash'.
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All these words are traceable to I.-E. base *ghei-,

'to drive on, push on'. Cp. gore, 'a triangular

piece of land', and words there referred to.

Derivative: goad, tr. v.

goaf, n., the open space from which the coal has

been extracted {dial. E.) — ME. golf, 'heap of

sheaves placed in a barn', fr. ON. golf, 'floor,,

apartment, division'.

goal, n. — ME. got, 'limit, boundary', prob. fr.

OE. *gdl, 'hindrance', whence gxlan, 'to hin-

der'; see gill, 'ravine'. For sense development

cp. L. meta, 'end, boundary; goal',

goat, n.— ME. gooi, gate, fr. OE. gat, rel. to OS.

get, ON., Norw. geit, Swed. get, Dza.gjed, MDu.
gheet, Du. geit, OHG., MHG. gei;, G. Geifi,

Goth, gaits, 'goat', fr. L-E. base *ghaido-, 'kid,

goat', whence also L. haedus, 'kid, young goat'.

Derivatives: goatee (q.v.), goat-ish, adj., goat-

ish-ly, adv., goat-ish-ness, n., goat-ling, n.,

goat-ly, adj.

goatee, n., a man's beard resembUng a goat's

beard.— Formed from prec. word with sufF. -ee.

Derivative: goate-ed, adj.

gob, n., a mouthful of saliva; a lump of slimy

substance. — OF. gobe, 'a mouthful, a lump'

[whence F. gobe, gobbe, 'fattening ball (for

poultry); poisoned ball (for a dog)'], of Celtic

origin; cp. Ir. gob, 'mouth', Gael, gob, 'beak'.

Cp. gobljet, gobble, 'to eat greedily', goblet,

gob, n., a sailor in the navy {slang). — Perh. lit.

'a lump', and orig. identical with prec. word.

gobang, also goban, n., a Japanese game resem-

bling checker. — Japan, goban, corruption of

Chinese k'i-p'an, 'checkerboard'.

gobbet, n., a piece of flesh; a lump of food {ar-

chaic or rare). — ME. gobet, ft. OF. gobet,

dimin. of gobe, 'a mouthful, a lump'. See gob, 'a

mouthful', and dimin. suff. -et and cp. goblet,

gobble, tr. and intr. v., to eat greedily.— Formed
with freq. suff. -le fr. F. gober, 'to gulp down,

swallow', fr. OF. gobe, 'a mouthful, a lump'.

See gob, 'a mouthful'.

gobble, intr. v., to make the characteristic noise

of a turkey cock. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

gabble.

Derivative: gobble, a., the noise made by a

turkey cock.

golible, n., a successful putt into the hole {a term

of golf). — Prob. fr. gobble, 'to eat greedily'.

gobbledegook, gobbledygook, n., the overinvol-

ved, pompous talk of officialdom {slang). —
Coined by Maury Maverick (1895-1954), a U.S.

public official.

gobbler, n., one who eats greedily. — Formed fr.

gobble, 'to eat greedily', with agential suff. -er.

gobbler, n., a tiu-key cock. — Formed fr. gobble,

'to make the noise of the turkey cock', with

agential suff. -cr.

Gobelin, adj., pertaining to tapestry produced at

the Gobelin looms; resembling such tapestry.

— Named after the French dyers Gilles and

Jehan Gobelin, who established near Paris a

1
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factory of tapestry (about the middle of the

fifteenth century).

Derivative: Gobelin, n., a Gobelin tapestry.

gobi, n., lenticular mass of deposits {geol.) —
Mongolian gobi, 'desert'. Cp. the Gobi Desert,

which is a pleonasm, because gobi means the

same as English desert.

gobiid, adj., pertaining to the Gobiidae. — See

next word.

Gobiidae, n. pi., the family of fishes constituted

by the gobies (ichthyol.)— ModL., formed with

suff. -idae fr. L. gobius, a kind of fish. See goby,

goblet, n. — ME. gobelet, fr. OF. (= F.) gobelet,

'goblet, cup', fr. OF. gobel, of s.m., orig. iden-

tical with OF. gobel, 'mouthful', dimin. of gobe.

See gob, 'a mouthful', and -et.

goblin, n., an evil spirit. — F. gobelin, formed fr.

ML. cobdlus, fr. Gk. xopaXo?, 'rogue, knave;

an evil spirit', which is of uncertain origin. Cp.

kobold, cobalt.

Derivative: goblin-ry, n.

goby, n., a small marine fish. — L. gobius, fr. Gk.

K(o^t6?, which is of uncertain origin. Cp.

Gobiidae, gudgeon, the fish.

God; god, n. — ME., fr. OE. god, rel. to OS.,

Du. god, OHG., MHG. got, G. Gott, ON. gud,

Dan., Swed. gud, Goth, gup, for Teut. *guda-,

which is prob. a participial formation (cp. cold,

loud, old) meaning 'the invoked being', and

corresponds to I.-E. ghu-td-m, fr. base *ghu-,

'to invoke', whenceOL hU-ta-, 'invoked' (epithet

of Indra), pp. of hdvate, 'invokes', which is rel.

to Avestic zavaiti, of s.m., Gk. xau/aofiat, 'I

boast', OSlav. zovg, zHvati, 'to call'. Cp. bigot,

giddy, good-by, gossip.

Derivatives : goddess (q.v.), god-like, adj., god-ly,

adj., god-li-ness, n.

goddess, n. — ME. godesse, goddesse, a hybrid

coined fr. god and -esse, a suff. of ult. Gk. ori-

gin. See god and -ess.

Godetia, n., a genus of plants of the evening prim-

rose family {bot.) — ModL., named after the

Swiss botanist Charles-H. Godet (1797-1879).

For the ending see suff. -ia.

Godfrey, masc. PN. — OF. Godefrei (F. Gode-

froi), fr. OHG. Godafrid (G. Gottfried), lit. 'the

peace of God', fr. OHG. got, 'God', and fridu,

'peace'. See god and free and cp. the first ele-

ment in Frederic and the second element in

Geoffrey.

godown, n., a warehouse; a store {Anglo-Ind.) —
Anglicized fr. Malay godong, 'warehouse',

which prob. derives fr. Telugu gidatigi, fr. Tamil

kidangu, prop, 'a place where things lie', fr. kidu,

'to lie'. For sense development cp. G. Lager,

'storehouse, warehouse, store', lit. 'a place

where things lie', fr. liegen, 'to lie'.

godsend, n., that which comes unexpectedly, as

if sent by God.; a welcome event. — For God's

send, in which serui derives fr. ME. sonde, sonde,

'that which is sent, message', fr. OE. sand, fr.

sendan, 'to send'. See send.

goio

goel, n., next of kin; redeemer; avenger of blood

{Hebrew antiq.)— Heb. gd'el, 'redeemer', active

part, of gd'dl, 'he has redeemed', whence g^'ul-

Id'^, 'redemption'. See Geullah.

goff, n., a stupid fellow {now dial) — ME, goffe,

prob. fr. F. goffe, 'awkward', fr. It. gpffo, of

s.m., which is of uncertain origin. Cp. goof.

goffer, tr. v., to plait, flute. — F. gaufrer, 'to

figure (cloth, leather or velvet)', fr. gaufre,

'honeycomb, waffle', fr. Frankish *wafel, which

is rel. to MDu. wdfel, 'wafer'. See wafer and cp.

gopher, 'a rodent'.

Derivatives : goffer, n., goffer-er, n., goffer-ing, n.

goggle, intr. v.— ME. gogelen, prob. formed with

freq. suff. -le fr. the imitative base *gog-. Cp.

jog, joggle.

Derivatives: goggle, n. and adj., goggl-ed, adj.,

goggl-y, adj.

goggler, n., name of a fish {Trachurops crumen-

ophthalmus). — Formed from prec. word with

agential suff. -er.

goglet, also guglet, n., a waterbottle. — Cor-

ruption of Port, gorgoleta, 'a narrow-mouthed

vessel out of which the water guggles', which is

rel, to gorgoiejar, 'to drink by draughts or

gulps', an alteration of gargarejar, 'to gargle',

fr. L. gargarizdre, from the imitative base

*garg-. See garget.

goi, goy, n., a gentile, a non-Jew. — Heb. goy,

'people, nation' (in Mishnaic and Modern

Hebrew, also 'gentile'), pi. goytm. Cp, goyim.

Goidelic, adj., pertaining to the Gaelic language.

— Formed with suff. -ic fr. Olr. Goidel, 'Gael'.

See Gael,

goiter, goitre, n. — F. goitre, fr. OF. goitron,

'throat', fr. VL. *gutturidnem, ace. of *gutturid,

fr. L. guttur, 'throat'. See guttural.

Derivatives: goiter-ed, goitr-ed, adj., goitrous

(q-v.)

goitrous, adj. pertaining to, or affected with,

goiter.— F. goitreux (fern, goitreuse), fr. goitre.

See goiter and -ous.

gola, n., a storehouse for grain .—H ind. gold, prop,

'a round house', fr. gol, 'round' ; so called from

the usual form of such storehouses.

golah, n.. Diaspora, galuth {Jewish hist.) — Heb.

gold", 'exile; exiles', fr. gdld", 'he uncovered,

removed; he departed; he went into exile, was

deported'. See galuth.

Golconda, n., a mine of wealth. — From Gol-

conda, the old capital of the kingdom of The

Deccan in India, a famous center of the dia-

mond trade.

gold, n.— ME., fr. OE. gold, rel. to OS., OFris.,

OHG. gold, MHG. golt, G. Gold, MDu. gout,

Du. goud, ON. gull, gott, Swed. gull, Dan. guld,

Goth, gulp, 'gold', and cogn. with OSlav. zlato

(for *zol-lo), Russ. zoloto, Lett, zelts, OI. hiran-

yam, Avestic zaranya-, 'gold'. All these words are

traceable to I.-E. base *ghel-, *ghel-, 'to shine;

yellow*, and orig. meant 'the yellow metal'. See

yellow and cp. gild, guilder, gulden. Cp. also zloty.



golem

Derivatives: gold, gold-en, adjs.

golem, n., an artificial man; an automaton. —
Heb. gSlem (in Ps. 139: 16), 'embryo', fr. gdldm,

'he wrapped up, folded'.

golf, n., a game of Scottish origin.— Ofuncertain
origin. It derives perh. fr. MDu. coif, colve (Du.

kolf), 'club for striking balls', which is rel. to

ON. kolfr, 'clapper of a bell; a kind of bolt',

OHG. kolbo, MHG. kolbe, G. Kolben, 'mace,

club'.

Derivatives : golf, intr. v., golf-er, n.

Golgotha, n., calvary. — Greek transliteration

of Aram, gulgultd, 'skull' (= Heb. gulgSleth),

the name given to a hill near Jerusalem (so called

in reference to its shape); cp. Calvary. For the

etymology of Aram, gulgultd see gelilah.

goliard, n., jester, buffoon, poet. — OF. goliard,

goliart, 'glutton; buffoon', fr. gole (whence F.

gueule), 'mouth', fr. L. gula. See gullet and -art.

Goliath, n., a giant. — Late L. Goliath, fr. Heb.

Golydth, name of a Philistine giant killed by

David (see I Sam., chapter 17).

golliwog, n., i) a grotesque doll; 2) a grotesque

person. — Coined by the portrait painter and

illustrator Florence K. Upton (died in 1922).

The word was prob. modeled on poUiwog.

golosh, n. — A var. of galosh,

goluptious, adj., luscious. — Facetiously formed

on the analogy of voluptuous.

gomasta, gomastah, gomashta, n., a native agent

or factor (India). — Pers. gumdshtah, 'appoint-

ed'.

gombeen, n., usury {Irish-English) — Ir. gaimbin,

'interest', fr. Late L. cambium, 'exchange', fr.

cambidre, 'to exchange'. See cambium and cp.

words there referred to.

gombroon, gomroon, n., a kind of white semi-

porcelain. — Fr. Gombroon (now Bandar

Abbas), name of a town on the Persian Gulf.

Cp. gambroon.

gomer, n., a measure. — L. gomor, Gk. yAfiop,

fr. Heb. 'dmer. See omer.

gomer, a conical chamber. — Named after its

inventor.

gomeral,gomerel,n.,a fool.—Of unknown origin.

gomphosis, n., an immovable union of bony parts

in the body (anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. y6\j.-

(pcjtTii;, 'a bolting together', fr. Yojjtipoijv, 'to

fasten with bolts', fr. y'^t^'po?. 'bolt', which is

cogn. with OE. cdmb, 'comb'. See comb and

-osis and cp. agomphious.

Gomphrena, n., a genus of plants of the family

Amaranthaceae (60?.) — Altered fr. L. grom-

phaena, name of a kind of amaranth.

gomroon, n. — See gombroon.

gomuti, n., a palm growing in the Archipelago

{Arenga saccharifera). — Malay gumuti.

gon-, form of gono- before a vowel.

-gon, combining form meaning 'having (such and

such) a number of angles', as in trigon, pentagon.

— Gk. -ywvoi;, from the stem of yravta, 'angle,

comer', which is rel. to y(r^^, 'knee', and cogn.
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with 01. jdnu, Goth, kniu, OE. cneo 'knee'. See

knee and cp. gonio-, gonion, gony-. Cp. also

agonic, Coregonus, diagon, diagonal, Eriogonum,

isogonic, orthogonal,

gonad, n., a reproductive gland {biol.)— Formed

with suff. -ad fr. Gk. yovT), 'that which is be-

gotten; offspring; that which generates, seed, .

semen; genitals; the act of generation; race,

family'. See gono-.

gondola, n., a narrow boat used in the canals of

Venice. — It., fr. Friaul. gondola, 'to waver,

vacillate', which is prob. of imitative origin. It

is not connected with L. gandeia, 'a kind of

African ship'.

Derivative: gondola, intr. v.

gondolet, n., a small gondola. — It. gondoletta,

dimin. of gondola. See prec. word and -et.

gondolier, n., one who rows a gondola. — F., fr.

It. gondoliere, fr. gondola. See gondola and -ier.

gone, adj., lost; prop. pp. of go. — ME. gon,

fr. OE. gan, pp. of OE. gdn, 'to go'. See go.

Derivatives: gone-ness, n., goner (q.v.)

goner, n., one ruined, lost {slang). — Formed ff

gone with suff. -er.

gonfalon, n., an ensign. — OF. (= F.), formed

with dissimilation from gonfanon (q.v.)

gonfalonier, n., one who bears the gonfalon. —
F., fr. gonfalon. See prec. word and -ier.

gonfanon, n., a gonfalon.— F., fr. OHG. gundfano

(cp. OE. gUpfana, ON. gunnfani), lit. 'banner of

war', fr. gund, gunt, 'war', and fano, 'flag, ban-

ner'. The first element is rel. to OE. gUd, ON.

gudr, gunnr, 'war', fr. I.-E. base *g"'hen-, 'to

strike', whence also Gk. deivstv, 'to strike', L.

de-fendere, 'to ward off, keep away, defend,

guard, protect' ; see defend and cp. the first ele-

ment in Gunther. The second element is rel. to

OE., Goth, fana, 'cloth', and cogn. with L. pan-

nus, 'piece of cloth' ; see pane, 'sheet of glass',

and cp. fanon. Cp. also gonfalon.

gong, n. — Malay gong, of imitative origin. Cp.

gum-gum.

Derivative: gong, intr. v.

Gongorism, n., an artificial, affected style. —
Prop, 'a style resembling that of the Spanish

poet Luis de Gongora y Argote (i 561-1627)'.

For the ending see suff. -ism.

Goniatites, n., a genus of cephalopods {paleon-

tol.)— ModL., fr. Gk. ytovia, 'angle' (see -gon);

so called from the angular sutures.

gonidium, n., an asexual reproductive spore(6or.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -idium fr. Gk.

y6vo(;, 'that which is begotten, offspring'. See

gono-.

gonio-, combining form meaning 'angle, comer'.

— Gk. Y6JV10-, fr. Y6>v(5, 'angle, comer'. See

-gon.

goniometer, n., an instrument for measuring

angles. — F. goniometre, fr. Gk. Ywvta, 'angle',

and (jL^Tpov, 'measure'. See gonio- and meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

goniometry, n., the measurement of angles. —

1
I
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F. goniometrie. See prec. word and -metry.

Derivatives : goniometr-ic, goniometr-ic-al, adjs.,

goniometr-ic-al-ly, adv.

gonion, n., the point at the angle on either side

of the lower jaw {cranial.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

Ycjvta, 'angle, corner'. See -gon.

gonitis, n., inflammation of the knee {med.) —
Medical L., formed fr. Gk. yo-m, 'knee', with

suff. -Wis. See -gon.

-gonium, combining form denoting a mother cell

{biol.) — ModL. -gonium, fr. Gk. -7670;, 'be-

getting, producing; bom of, fr. yovo?, 'that

which is begotten, offspring'. See gono-.

gonnartite, n., a zeoHte {mineral.)— Named after

the French mineralogist Ferdinand Goimard,

who first analyzed it. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

gonnof, gonnoph, also ganef, n., a thief.— Yiddish

ganef, fr. Heb. ganndbh (in Modem Heb. pro-

nunciation ganndv), 'thief, fr. gandbh, 'he

stole'. See gambit.

gono-, before a vowel gon-, combining form

meaning 'sexual, reproductive'. — Gk. yovo-,

YOV-, fr. Yovo?, 'that which is begotten, child,

offspring; procreation; race, birth, descent;

seed, semen; genitals', or fr. yov^> 'that which

is begotten, offspring; that which generates,

seed, semen; genitals; the act of generation;

race, family'. See genus and cp. gonad, gonidium,

-gonium, -gony.

gonococcus, n., the micro-organism that causes

gonorrhea {bacterial^ — Medical L., coined

by the German physician Albert Ludwig Sig-

mund Neisser (1855-1916) in 1882 fr. gono- and

Gk. z6xxoi;, 'kernel, berry'. See coccus.

Gonolobus, n., a genus of plants, the anglepod

{hot.) — ModL., compounded of the stem of

YtoviS, 'angle' and Xop6?, 'pod' (see gonio- and

lobe). The genus is so called from the shape of

the fruit.

gonophore,n., i) elongation of the axis of a flower

above the perianth {bot.) ; 2) one of the gener-

ative buds containing the reproductive elements

in Hydrozoa {zool.) — Compounded of gono-

and -pbore.

gonorrhea, gonorrhoea, n. {med) — Late L. go-

norrhoea, fr. Gk. Y°v6ppota, which is com-
pounded of Y'^voi;, 'seed, semen', and potS,

'flux', fr. pEiv, 'to flow'. See gono- and -rrhea.

Derivative: gonorrhe-al, gonorrhoe-al, adj.

gony-, combining form denoting the knee. — Fr.

Gk. y6vu, 'knee', rel. to Yt«>viS, 'angle, comer'.

See -gon.

-gony, combining form meaning 'generation,

genesis, origination', as in cosmogony, geogony.

— L. -gonia, fr. Gk. -Yovia, fr. y^voi;, 'that

which is begotten, offspring'. See gono- and
cp. -geny.

good, adj. — ME. good, fr. OE. god, rel. to OS.,

OFris. god, ON. godr, Dan., Swed. god, Du.
goed, OHG, MHG. guot, G. gut, Goth, gaps,

'good'. The original meaning of these words was

gopura

'fit, adequate, belonging together'. They stand

in gradational relationship to OE. gada, ge-

gada,'companion\gaderian,gsedrian, 'to gather,

collect, store up'; see gather and cp. the first

element in gospel. Cognates outside Teutonic

are OSIav. goda, 'pleasing time', godhfi, 'pleas-

ing', goditi, 'to be pleasing'.

Derivatives: good, n., good-ly, adj., good-li-ness,

goodness (q.v.), goody (q.v.)

good-by, good-bye, interj. and n. — Contraction

of God be with ye.

goodness, n. — ME. goodnesse, fr. OE. godnes,

fr. god, 'good'. See good and -ness.

goody, n., sweetmeat, bonbon. — Formed fr.

good with adj. suff. -y.

goody, n., civility applied to a woman of humble

station. — From goodwife.

goody, also goody-goody, adj., affectedly pious,

sanctimonious. — Formed fr. good with adj.

suff. -y.

goof, n., a stupid person {U.S. Slang). — Of un-

certain origin; possibly a var. of golf.

Derivatives: goof-y, adj., goof-i-ly, adv., goof-

i-ness, n.

googly, adj. {a term of cricket). — Of uncertain

origin.

googul, n. — A var. of gugal.

goon, n., a ruffian. — Fr. Alice the Goon, a sub-

human character in the comic strip Thimble

Theatre by the American cartoonist Elzie Crisler

Segar (i894-i938)-

gooroo, n. — A var. of guru,

goorul, n. — A var. of goral.

goosander, n., the merganser. — Prob. formed fr.

goose on analogy of bergander (q.v.)

goose, n. — ME. gos, goos, fr. OE. gos, rel. to

OFris., MLG. gos, ON. gds, OHG., MHG., G.

gans, 'goose', and cogn. with OI. harhsdh (masc),

harhsl (fern.), 'goose, swan'. Dor., Boeot. Gk.

X^v, Gk. x^v, L. dnser (for *hdnser), Lith. zi^is,

OPruss. sansy, 'goose', Olr. geiss, 'swan'.

OSlav. gusi, 'goose', and Sp. ganso, 'gander,

goose', are Teut. loan words. Cp. gander, gan-

net, gosling and the first element in goosander,

goshawk, gossamer. Cp. also anserine, Chen.

Derivatives : goos-ish, goos-y, adjs.

gooseberry, n. — Prob. fr. G. Krausbeere or

Krduselberre, which are rel. to MDu. croesel,

'gooseberry'. These words prop, mean 'curly

berry', and derive fr. G. kraus, resp. MDu.
croes, 'crispy, curly; cp. ME. crous, 'curly'. E.

gooseberry owes its form to an association with

goose (as if it were a compound of goose and

berry). Cp. F. groseille. It. grossularia and Sp.

grosella, 'gooseberry', which are Dutch loan

words. Cp. also Grossularia.

gopher, n., a burrowing rodent. — F. gaufre,

'waffle, honeycomb' (see goffer); so called in

allusion to its burrows.

gopherwood, n.— Heb. gSpher, name of the wood

of which Noah's ark was made. See cypress,

gopura, n., a pyramidal tower above the entrance-
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gate of a Hindu temple. — OI., 'city gate', lit.

'cow city', fr. gdutf, gen. goh, 'ox, bull, cow', and

puram, 'city'. Gopura prob. denoted orig. that

part of the city (usually the suburb), in which

cattle breeding was practiced. For the first ele-

ment see cow and cp. Gautama and words there

referred to, for the second element see policy,

'method of government'.

goral, goorul, n., the Himalayan goat antelope.—
Hind, giiral, goral.

Gordian, adj., pertaining to Gordius, king of

Phrygia or to the knot tied by him. For the

ending see suff. -ian.

Gordonia, n., a genus of plants of the tea family

(^o/.)— ModL., named after James Gordon, a

London nurseryman (1728-91). For the ending

see suff. -ia.

gore, n., i) dirt (,obsol.) ; 2) clotted blood.— ME.,

fr. OE. gor, 'dung, dirt', rel. to ON. gor, 'cud',

Swed. gorr, 'dirt', OHG., MHG. gor, 'dung',

Du. goor, 'foul, dirty', OE. gyre, 'dung', Norw.

gyrja, 'mud, mire'.

gore, n., a triangular piece of land. — ME. gare,

gore, fr. OE. gdra, 'a triangular piece of land',

lit. 'a spearshaped piece of land', fr. OE. gar,

'spear', which is rel. to ON. geirr, OS., OHG.,

MHG.g^e/-,G.Ger,of s.m. See goad and cp. gore,

'to pierce'. Cp. also gar, and words there referred

to. Cp. also auger, garlic, gyron, the first element

in gerfalcon, and the second element in eagre,

'a tidal wave'.

gore, to pierce. — Fr. OE. gar, 'spear'. The orig.

meaning was 'to pierce with a spear'. See prec.

word.

gorge, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. VL. gurga, 'whirl-

pool, abyss', fr. L. gurges, gen. gurgitis, of s.m.

See voracious and cp. gorgeous, gorget, dis-

gorge, regorge. Cp. also gurgitation.

Derivatives: gorge, intr. and tr. v., gorg-ed, adj.

gorgeous, adj. — OF. gorgias, 'finely dressed,

luxurious*, formed from the name of Gorgias,

a Greek sophist and rhetorician (about 483-

375), who took pleasure in showing off his

luxury.

Derivatives : gor^eoui-fy, 2iiw., gorgeous-ness, n.

gorget, n., a piece of armor defending the throat.

— OF. gorgete, dimin. of gorge, 'throat'. See

gorge and -et.

Derivative: gorget-ed, adj.

Gorgon, n., one of the three sisters in Greek

mythology who had the power to turn to stone

all who looked upon them. — L. Gorgo, fr. Gk.

Topfw, fr. T0Pr<^?' 'terrible', which is of uncer-

tain etymology. It is perh. cogn. with Olr. garg,

'rough, fierce, wild', OSlav. groza, Russ. grozd,

Pol. groza, Czech hrtiza, 'horror*. Cp. Demo-

gorgon.

gorgoneion, n., representation of the head of a

Gorgon, esp. that of Medusa. — ModL., fr.

Gk. ropyAveiov, fr. TopYci- See prec. word.

Gorgottian, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

Gorgon. — Formed fr. Gorgon with suff. -ian.
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Gorgonzola, n., a kind of Italian cheese. — Short

for Gorgonzola cheese: so called from a village

near Milan.

gorilla, n. — An African word quoted by the

Punic navigator Hanno in his Periplus (about

450 B.C.E.)

gormandize, n., indulgence in good eating and
,

drinking. — F. gourmandise, 'gluttony, greed-

iness', fr. gourmand, 'glutton'. See gourmand.

Derivatives : gormandize, intr. v., gormandiz-er,

n.

gorse, n., furze. — ME. gorst, fr. OE. gorst, rel.

to OS., OHG. gersta, MDu. gherste, Du. gerst,

MHG., G. gerste, 'barley', and cogn. with L.

hordeum, 'barley'. See Hordeum.

gory, adj., l) covered with blood ; bloody ; 2) char-

acterized by much bloodshed. — Formed fr.

gore, 'clotted blood', with adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives : gori-ly, adv., gori-ness, n.

goshawk, n., a kind of large hawk. — ME. gos-

hawke, fr. OE. goshafoc, compounded of gos

and hafoc, lit. 'goose hawk'. See goose and hawk,

goshenite, n., a variety of beryl (mineral.) —
Named after Goshen in Massachusetts. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

goslet, n., a very small goose. — Formed with

suff. -let fr. ME. gos, 'goose'. See goose,

gosling, n., a young goose. — Formed fr. ME.

gos, 'goose*, with dimin. suff. -ling,

gospel, n. — ME. godspel, gospel, fr. OE. god-

spell, lit. 'the good message', fr. god, 'good', and

spell, 'narrative, story, saying, message' (see

good and spell, 'charm'). Gospel is prop, a loan

translation of Eccles. L. evangelium (see evangel).

gospelize, tr. v., to evangelize, — A hybrid

formed fr. gospel with -ize, a suff. of Greek

origin.

gospeler, gospeller, n. — OE. godspellere, 'evang-

elist', fr. godspel. See gospel and agential suff. -er.

gospodar, n. — See hospodar.

gossamer, n., a filmy cobweb. — ME. gossamer,

gosesomer, lit. goose summer; so called because

it appears early November, at the time when

geese are in season. See goose and summer.

Derivatives : gossamer-ed, gossamer-y, adjs.

gossip, n., i) godparent {obsol. or dial.); 2) one

given to idle talk; 3) idle talk. — ME. godsib,

gossib, fr. OE. godsibb, 'sponsor', fr. god, 'God',

and sibb, 'relationship'. See god and sib.

Derivatives: gossip, intr. v., gossip-y, adj.

gossoon, n., a boy. — Corruption of F. garfon,

'boy'. See gar?on.

Gossypium, n., a genus of plants of the mallow

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. gossypion, 'the

cotton tree', which is of uncertain origin.

got, past tense and pp. oi get. — ME. past tense

gat, pp. geten, goten, h.geten, 'to get'. See get.

Goth, n., member of an East Teutonic people. ^
Late L. Gothi (pi.), fr. Gk. T6z^<., T6»o<., fr.

Gut; the first element in Gothic Gut-piuda, 'the

Gothic people'. For the second element in Gut-

piuda see Teuton. Cp. Jocelin, Joyce.
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Gothamite, n., a simpleton. — Formed fr.

Gotham, name of a village in England, whose

inhabitants were proverbial for their stupidity.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite. Cp. Abderite.

Gothic, adj. — F. gothique, fr. Late L. Gothicus,

fr. Gothus, 'Goth'. See Goth and -ic.

Derivatives: Gothic, n., Gothic-al-ly, adv.,

Gothic-ism, n., Gothic-ist, n., Gothic-ize, tr. and

intr. v.

gouache, n., a method of painting with water-

colors mixed with gum and honey. — F., fr. It.

guazzo, orig. meaning 'a place where there is

water', derived fr. L. aqudtio, 'the act of water-

ing', fr. aqudtus, pp. of aqudri, 'to bring water

for drinking, fr. aqua, 'water'. See aquatic.

Gouda, n., also Gouda cheese. — Named after

the town of Gouda in Holland.

gouge, n., a tool for making grooves. — F., 'a

hollow chisel*, fr. Late L. gubia (for *gulbid),

of s.m., which is of Celtic origin ; cp. Olr. gutban,

'prick, prickle', Mir.gulba,W. gylfin,OCo . geluin,

'beak'. These words are prob. cogn. with Gk.

YX(X9etv, 'to hollow out, hew, carve', -{katf^jfiQ,

'hollowed out, hollow', Bulg. glob, 'eyesocket',

Slovenic gldbati, 'to hollow out, to gnaw'.

OProven?. goja and Sp. gubia, 'gouge', also

derive fr. L. gubia. Cp. gudgeon, 'a pivot'.

Derivatives : gouge, tr. v., goug-er, n.

goulard, n., a solution of lead subacetate.— Short

for Goulard's extract or Goulard's cerate ; named

after Thomas Goulard, a French surgeon of the

1 8th cent.

goulash, n., a stew made of beef or veal, flavored

with paprika. — Fr. Hung, gulyds (hus), lit.

'(meat) of a herdsman', fr. gulya, 'herd'.

gour, n. — A var. of gaur.

Goura, n., a genus of pigeons, the crowned pigeon

(ornithol.) — ModL., from native name in

New Guinea, fr. Javanese ^ora, lit. 'great noise';

so called in allusion to the moaning cries with

which the male calls the female; gora is rel. to

the verb gheroq, 'to low, moan, snore'.

gourami, n., a large fish of the Malay Archipel-

ago. — Malay gurdmeh.

gourd, n., the fruit of cucurbitaceous plants. —
F. gourde, fr. OF. cohourde, courde, fr. L. cucur-

bita, 'gourd; pumpkin'. See cucurbit,

gourde, n., the monetary unit of Haiti. — F.

gourde, prop. fem. of the adjective fourrf, 'numb,

stiff, heavy', fr. L. gurdus, 'dull', which is of

Iberian origin. Accordingly gourde prop, de-

notes 'a heavy or thick coin'. Cp. next word.

gourdy, adj., swollen in the legs (verer.) — OF.
gourdi, 'benumbed, swollen', pp. of gourdir,

fr. gourd. See prec. word and -y (representing

F. -1).

goarmand, n., one very fond of eating. — P., of

uncertain origin; not connected with gourmet.

Cp. gormandize, n.

Derivatives: gourmand-er, n., gourmand-ery, n.

goarmet, n., a connoisseur in eating and drink-

ing. — F., 'gourmet, epicure", fr. OF. gromet.

groumet, gourmet, 'servant, page; wine mer-

chant's assistant, shopboy' ; of uncertain origin.

F. gourmet was influenced in meaning by- F.

gourmand. Cp. groom.

gout, n. — OF. goute (F. goutte), 'drop; gout',

fr. L. gutta, 'drop', which is prob. cpgn. with

Arm. kat\ kat'n, 'drop', kit', kt'an, 'milk' (see

Emout-Meillet, DELL., p. 286 s.v. gutta). This

disease was ascribed to the influence of the

drops of certain fluids in the body (whence the

sense development of OF. goute). Cp. gutter.

Derivatives: gout-y, adj., gout-i-ly, adv., gout-i-

ness, n.

gout, n., taste.— F., fr. L. gustus. See gust,'taste',

and cp. gusto,

govern, tr. and intr. v. — OF. governer (F. gou-

verner), fr. L. guberndre, 'to steer or pilot a

ship ; to govern', a loan word introduced through

the medium of the Etruscans fr. Gk. xupepvav,

which is often compared with, but prob, not

related to, OI. kubarah, 'pole, beam, tiller', Lith.

kumbryti, 'to govern', kumbras, 'tiller'. Cp.

gubernatorial. Cp. also cybernetics.

Derivatives: ^orern-flftte, adj., governabil-ity, n.,

governable-ness, n., governabl-y, adv., govern-

ing, adj., governor (q.v.)

govemail, n., i) a rudder; 2) government. — OF.

governail (F. gouvernail), fr. L. guberndculum,

'rudder', fr. guberndre. See prec. word.

governance, n. — OF. gouvernance. See govern

and -ance,

governess, n. — Shortened fr. ME. governeress,

fr. OF. go{u)verneresse. See govern and -ess and

cp. governor.

Derivative: governess, tr. and intr. v.

government, n. — OF. government (F. gouverne-

ment), fr. governer, 'to govern', fr. L. guberndre.

See govern and -ment.

Derivatives: government-al, adj., government-al-

ly, adv., and the hybrid nouns government-al-

ism, government-al-ist.

governor, n. — OF. governeiir (= F. gouverneur),

fr. L. guberndtorem, ace. of guberndtor, 'steers-

man, pilot, ruler, governor', fr. gubernatus, pp.

of guberndre. See govern and agential suff. -or.

Derivatives: governor-ate, n,, governor-ship, n.

gowan, n., the daisy {Scot.) — Fr. obsol. gowlan,

golan (whence dial. E. golland), 'a gold-colored

flower', which is rel. to gold (q.v.)

Derivative: gowan-y, adj.

gowk, n., i) cuckoo; 2) a fool. — ME. goke,

gowk, fr. ON. gaukr, 'cuckoo', rel. to OE. geac,

OS. gdk, gok, MLG. gok, MDu. gooc, OHG.
gauh, MHG. gouch, G. Gauch, cuckoo"; of

imitative origin. Cp. cuckoo.

Derivatives: gowk, intr. v., to stare foolishly,

gowk-ed, adj., foolish, gowk-ed-ly, adv., gowk-

ed-ness, n.

gown, n., a loose robe; a woman's dress. — ME.
goune, fr. OF. gone, goune, fr. Late L, gunna,

'fur', prob. a word adopted from a language of

the Apennine or the Balkan Peninsula. W. gwn.
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'gown', is a loan word fr. ME. goune.

Derivative: gown, tr. and intr. v.

go.vpen, n., the hollow of the hand; a handful or

double handful (Scot, and dial.) — ON. gaupn,

'the hollow of the hand', rel. to OHG. goufana,

of s.m., OE. geap, 'open, wide', geopan, 'to

swallow', ON. gaupa, 'lynx', Norw. gop,

'ravine'.

goyim, pi., gentiles; all non-Jewish nations. —
Heb. goytm, pi. of ^oy, 'people, nation'. See goi.

Graafian follicle. Graafian vesicle (anat.) —
Named after the Dutch anatomist Regnier

de Graa/'(i64i-73).

grab, tr. and intr. v., to seize suddenly. — MDu.
grabben, rel. to OS. garva, MDu. garve, OHG.
garba, 'sheaf, lit. 'that which is gathered up or

together', fr. I.-E. base *gherebh-, *ghrebh-, 'to

seize', whence also Ol. grbhniti, g[hndti, 'seizes',

OSlav. grabiti, 'to seize, rob', Lith. grebiu, grebti,

'to rake'. Cp. garb, 'sheaf', grabble.

Derivatives: grab, n., a sudden grasp, grabb-

er, n.

grab, n., a kind of vessel used in the Indian

ocean. — VArab. ghrdb, fr. Arab, ghurdb,

'raven; galley', of imitative origin. Cp. Heb.

'or^bh, Aram, 'orbhd, Syr. 'urbhd, Akkad. aribu,

'raven', which all are imitative.

grabble, intr. v., to grope; tr. v., to seize. — Du.

grabbelen, freq. of MDu. grabben. See grab,

'to seize', and freq. sufif. -le.

Derivatives: grabbl-er, n., grabbl-ing, n.

grace, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) grace, fr. OF.

grace, fr. L. gratia, 'favor shown to another,

kindness, loveliness, charm; thanks, thankful-

ness, gratitude', fr. grdtus, 'beloved, pleasing,

dear, agreeable; grateful', fr. I.-E. base *g'^er-,

'to praise, welcome', whence also OI. grifdti,

gtniti, 'sings, praises, announces', gtr, girdlf,

'praise, song', gUrtilf, of s.m., gUrtdlf, 'welcome',

Avestiv gar-, 'to praise', Lith. giriu, girti, 'to

praise, celebrate', Lett, dzirties, 'to boast',

OPruss. girtwei, 'to praise', girsnan, 'praise,

reputation'. Cp. gracious, grateful, gratify,

gratis, gratuitous, gratulate, agree, congratu-

late, disgrace, ingrate, ingratiate, mauger.

Derivatives: grace, v. (q.v.), grace-ful, adj.,

grace-ful-ly, adv., grace-ful-ness, n., grace-less,

adj., grace-less-ly, adv., grace-less-ness, n.

grace, tr. v.— OF. grader, fr. grace. See grace,n.

Grace, fem. PN. — Lit. 'favor, grace', fr. L.

gratia. See grace, n.

Gracilaria, n., a genus of algae (bol.) — ModL.,

fr. L. gracilis, 'slender'. See gracile.

gracile, adj., i) slender; 2) gracefully slender. —
L. gracilis, 'slender, thin, slight, meager', dis-

similated fr. *cracilis, rel. to cracens, 'slender',

and prob. cogn. with OI. kcsdh, 'thin, weak',

Avestic k'r^sa-, 'lean, meager', Lith. kdrStu,

kdrSti, 'to be very old, to age', Lett, karst, kdrst,

'to grow old, ripen'. Cp. Gracilaria. For the end-

ing of grac-itis cp. habilis, 'handy, supple, suit-

able', fr. habere, 'to have, hold' (see able).

Derivatives: gracile-ly, adv., gracile-ness, n.,

gracil-ity, n.

gracious, adj. — OF. gracious (F. gracieux), fr.

L. grdtiosus, 'enjoying favor, agreable, obliging',

fr. gratia. See grace, n., and suff. -ous.

Derivatives: gracious-ly, adv., gracious-ness, n.

grackle, n., any of various birds of the starling

family. — L. grdculus, 'the jackdaw', of imi-

tative origin; cp. croak, v., and words there

referred to.

gradatim, adv., gradually. — L., 'step by step',

formed fr. gradus, 'step, degree', with the suff.

-dtim. This suff. was formed on analogy of L.

statim, 'immediately' (prop. ace. of the ancient

noun sta-ti-s, 'a standing'), and was used to

form adverbs. Cp. literatim, seriatim, verbatim.

gradate, intr. and tr. v. — Back formation fr.

gradation.

gradation, n., i) a scale of degrees; 2) the act of

arranging in degrees; 3) {philology) ablaut. —
L. graddtio, gen. -onis, 'that which goes up or

down by degrees; staircase; gradation', fr.

gradus, 'step, degree'. See grade and -ation.

Derivatives: gradation, tr. v., gradation-al, adj.

grade, n., a degree. — F., fr. L. gradus, 'step,

degree; stage, position; that on which one

steps, a stair', rel. to gradl, 'to step, walk, go',

and cogn. with Lith. grldiju,gridyti, 'to go, wan-

der', OSlav.^rgrfp.^rfi/i, 'to come',OIr.m-^/-emn,

do-greinn, 'he pursues', prob. also with Avestic

aiwi-g'r'8mahi, 'we begin'. Cp. -grade, grada-

tim, gradation, gradient, gradin, gradual, gra-

duate, gradus, aggress, congress, degrade, de-

gree, degression, digression, egress, grail, 'book

for the use of the choir', Grallatores, gree,

'superiority', gressorial, ingredient, ingress,

progress, regress, retrograde, retrogress, trans-

gress.

Derivatives: ^/-fli/e, tr. and intr. \.,grad-ed, adj.,

grad-er, n.

-grade, combining form denoting 'mode of walk-

ing', as in digitigrade, plantigrade. — F. -grade,

fr. L. -gradus, 'stepping, walking, going', from

gradi, 'to step, walk, go'. See grade.

Gradgrind, n., a hard utilitarian. — Character in

Charles Dickens' Hard Times.

Derivatives: Gradgrind-ian, Gradgrind-ish, adjs.

gradient, adj., walking, capable of walking. —
L. gradiens, gen. -entis, pres. part, oi gradi, 'to

step, walk, go'. See grade and -ent.

gradient, n., degree of inclination; grade. See

prec. word.

Gradientia, n. pi., an order of Amphibia; also

called Caudata (zool.) -- ModL., fr. L. gra-

dientia, neut. pi. of gradiens, 'walking, going',

pres. part, oi gradi. See gradient, adj.

gradin, gradine, n., a series of steps rising one

upon another. — F. gradin, fr. It. gradino,

dimin. of grado, fr. L. gradus, 'step'. See

grade, n.

gradometer, n., an instrument for measuring

grades. — A hybrid coined fr. L. gradus, 'step.

6/0

degree', and Gk. jxsxpov, 'measure'. See grade

and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

gradual, adj. — ML. gradudlis, fr. L. gradus. See

grade and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: gradual, n. (q.v.), gradual-ity, n.,

gradual-ness, n., gradual-ly, adv.

gradual, n., i) an antiphon; 2) a book for the use

of the choir {eccles.) — ML. graduale, prop.

neut. of the adjective gradudlis (see prec. word),

used as a noun; so called because the antiphon

was sung originally from the steps (L. gradus) of

the altar. Cp. grail, 'book for the use of thechoir'.

graduate, n. — ML. gradudtus, fr. L. gradus,

'step, degree'. See grade and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: graduate, tr. and intr. v.

graduation, n. — ML. gradudtid, 'raising to a

degree', fr. L. gradus, 'step, degree'. See grade

and -ation.

gradus, n., a dictionary of prosody, used as an

aid for writing Greek or Latin verses. — L.,

short for 'gradus ad Parnassum', 'steps to Par-

nassus'. See grade.

Graecism, Graecize, Graeco-. — See Grecism,

Grecize, Greco-.

Graf, n., a German title of nobility equivalent to

F. comte (whence E. count) and to E. earl. —
See grave, 'a count'.

graffito, n., ancient writing scratched on rocks,

walls, etc.— It., dimin. of graffio, 'a scratching',

fr. graffiare, 'to scratch', which prob. derives

fr. grafio, 'a writing style', fr. L. graphium, of

s.m., fr. Gk. Ypo^ptov. See next word.

graft, n. — ME. graffe, graff, fr. OF. grafe, a col-

lateral form of grejfe, 'pencil; a shoot for graft-

ing' (whence F. greffe, 'a shoot for grafting'),

fr. L. graphium, 'a writing style', fr. Gk. -^(nxifloM,

ypaqjEtov; so called from the resemblance of

the shoot to a pointed pencil. See -graph and cp.

archaic E. graff (which is the original form of

graft). Cp. also graffito, greffler.

Derivatives : graft, v., graft-er, n., graft-ing, n.

graham bread.— Named after Sylvester Graham,

an American advocate of temperance (1794-

185 1).

grahamite, n., a bituminous mineral {mineral.)—
Named after J.A and 3. L.Graham, in whose

mine it was discovered. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

grail, ako graal, n., according to medieval legend

the platter used by Jesus at the Last Supper. —
OF. graal, grael, fr. ML. graddlis, 'cup, platter',

fr. VL. "crdtdlis, fr. *crdtus, 'a mixing bowl',

fr. L. crdter, fr. Gk. xpa-cvjp. See crater.

grail, n., book for use of the choir {eccles.) —
OF. grael, fr. ML. graddle, a collateral form of

graduale. See gradual, n.

grain, n., seed, com. — F., fr. L. grdnum, 'grain,

seed, small kernel'. See com, 'grain', and cp.

gamer, garnet, gram, 'chick-pea', granadilla,

granary, grange, granilla, granite, granule, gre-

nade, grenadier, grenadine, engrain, filigrane,

pomegranate, grogram. Cp. also gravy-

Derivatives : grain, intr. and tr. v., grain-ed, adj.,

grain-er, n., grain-ing, n., grain-y, adj.

grain, n., branch, prong of a fork. — ON. grein,

'branch, fork', whence also Dan. and Swed.

gren, 'branch'.

graith, tr. v., to make ready {Scot, and dial. E.)

— ME. greithen, fr. ON. greida, 'to makfc ready',

fr. greidr, 'ready', which is rel. to OE. gerxde,

rsede, of s.m. See ready.

graith, adj., ready; direct, exact. — ON. greidr,

'ready'. See graith, v.

graith, n., i) readiness {obsol.); 2) apparatus,

equipment {Scot.); 3) material {Scot.) — ON.

greidi, fr. gre0r, 'ready'. See graith, v.

Grallatores, n. pi., the wading birds {ornithol.)—
ModL., fr. L. grallatores, 'stilt-walkers', pi. of

gralldtor, fr. grallae, 'stilts', assimilated fr.

*grad-lae, from the stem of gradi. 'to walk, go'.

See grade,

grallatorial, adj., pertaining to the Grallatores.

— See prec. word and -ial.

gralloch, n., offal of a deer. — Gael, grealach,

'intestines'.

gram, n., the chick-pea; the horse gram. — Port.

grdo, 'grain', fr. L.grdnum. See grain, 'seed, com'.

gram, gramme, n., the metric unit of weight. —
F. gramme, fr. Late L. gramma, fr. Gk. ygai^^,

'that which is written; written character, letter;

a small weight'. See -gram.

-gram, combining form denoting 'something

written', as in anagram, cardiogram, diagram.—
Gk. -Ypa|X(ji.a (rarely -yp«[ji.(iov), fr. YpafXfxa, gen.

Ypa(i(xaTO(;, 'that which is written; a written

character, letter', from the stem of 'i^i.'^^vi, 'to

write'. See -graph.

grama (grass), pasture grass belonging to the

genus Bouteloua. — Sp. grama, a kind of grass,

fr. L. grdmen, 'grass'. See gramini-.

gramarye, gramary, n., magic {archaic). — ME.

gramarye, grammarie, 'grammar; magic', fr.

OF. gramaire, grammaire, 'grammar', esp. 'La-

tin grammar', whence arose the meanings 'an

obscure, unintelligible book; book of spells,

magic'. Cp. F. grammaire, 'grammar', differen-

tiated from grimoire, 'book of spells, black

book; unintelligible language', which both der-

ive from OF. gramaire. See grammar and cp.

glamour.

gramercy, interj., exclamation expressing i)

thanks; 2) surprise. — F. grand-merci, 'great

thanks'. See grand and mercy,

gramicidine, gramicidin, n., a crystalline anti-

biotic obtained from a soil bacterium.— Coined

by the bacteriologist Rene Jules Dubos, of the

Rockefeller Institute (born in 190 1), in 1940 fr.

gram- (in gram-positive), ist -cide and chem. suff.

-ine-, -in.

gramineous, adj., resembling grass; pertaining to

the family of grasses. — L. grdmineus, 'of grass,

grassy', fr. grdmen, gen. grdminis, 'grass'. See

gramini-. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.
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gramini-, combining form meaning 'grass'. — Fr.

L. grdmen, gen. grdminis, 'grass', which prob.

stands for *ghras-men and is cogn. with OE.

grxs, 'grass'. See grass and cp. grama (grass),

graminiferous, adj., bearing grass.— Compound-

ed of gramini- and -ferous.

graminivorous, adj., feeding on grass. — Com-
pounded of gramini- and -vorous.

grammalogue, n., a word represented by a logo-

gram. — Compounded of Gk. Ypa(X(j,a, 'letter',

and Xoyoi;, 'word'. See -gram and -logue and cp.

logogram.

grammar, n. — ME. gramere, grammere, fr. OF.

gramaire, grammaire (F. grammaire), fr. L.

grammatica, fr. Gk. ypoi.^p.ixrz'.v.ii (soil, -ziyyri),

'grammar', orig. 'the art of reading and writing

letters'. rpajxfxaTixTj is prop. fern, of the adj.

Ypa|ji[jiaTix6?, 'knowing one's letters; knowing

grammar', fr. ypdcjifxa, gen. Ypa(i(xaTO(;, 'letter',

lit. 'that which is written', from the stem of

YpottpEtv, 'to write'. See -graph and cp. gramarye,

grammatical,

grammarian, n., a student of, or an expert in,

grammar. — ME. gramarien, fr. OF. gramarien

(F. grammairien), fr. OF. gramaire (F. gram-

maire), 'grammar'. See prec. word and -ian.

grammatical, adj. — L. grammaticdlis, fr. gram-

maticus, 'pertaining to grammar', fr. Gk. Ypaji-

(xaTtxoi;, 'knowing one's letters; knowing gram-

mar'. See grammar.

Derivatives: grammatical-ly, adv., grammatical-

ness, n.

grammaticaster, n., a petty grammarian. — ME.,

fr. L. grammaticus, 'grammarian', fr. gram-

maticus, 'pertaining to grammar'. See prec.

word and -aster,

grammaticize, tr. v., to make grammatical; intr.

v., to discuss points of grammar. — See gram-

matical and -ize.

gramme, n. — See gram.

Gramophone, n., trademark used for a type of

phonograph. — Coined by its inventor Emile

Berliner (1851-1929) fr. Gk. Ypaiifia, 'something

written', and 96)v7j, 'sound, voice'. See -gram

and phone, 'speech sound', and cp. phonograph,

gram-positive, adj., holding the purple dye when

stained by Gram's method; saidesp. of bacteria.

— So called after the Danish physician Hans

Christian Joachim (1853-1938).

grampus, n., a cetacean (Grampus griseus). — Fr.

earlier graundepose, altered—after grartd—
fr. ME. graspeys, grapeys, fr. OF. craspeis,

graspeis, lit. 'fat fish', fr. L. crassum piscem, ace.

of crassus piscis. See crass and Pisces,

granadilla, n., the fruit of certain kinds of passion

flower. — Sp., dimin. of granada, 'pomegra-

nate'. See pomegranate.

granary, n., a storehouse for grain. — L. grdndri-

um, 'granary', fr. grdnum, 'grain, seed, small

kernel'. See grain, 'seed, corn', and subst. sufT.

-ary and cp. gamer, which is a doublet of

granary.

grand, adj., great. — ME. grant, fr. OF. grant,

grand (F. grand), fr. L. grandem, ace. of grandis,

'large, tall, fuUgrown, great, lofty, powerful',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. grandee, gran-

diose, aggrandize, and the first element in gra-

mercy.

Derivatives: grand, n., grand-ly, adv., grand-

ness, n.

grandam, grandame, n., a grandmother; an old

woman. — AF. graund dame, 'grandmother',

corresponding to OF. grand dame. See grand

and dame,

granddaughter, n. — Formed on analogy of

grandmother,

grandee, n., nobleman of the highest rank in

Spain and Portugal. — Anglicized form of Sp.

grande, 'nobleman of the first rank', from the

adj. grande, 'great', fr. L. grandem. See grand

and -ee.

grandeur, n. — F., 'greatness', fr. grand, 'great'.

See grand,

grandfather, n. — A hybrid coined fr. grand and

father on analogy of F. grand-pere.

grandiloquence, n. — Formed from next word

with suff. -ce.

grandiloquent, adj. — Formed with suff. -ent fr.

L. grandiloquus, 'speaking loftily, bombastic',

fr. grandis, 'great, lofty', and loqul, 'to speak'.

See grand and loquacious.

Derivative : grandiloquent-ly, adv.

grandiose, adj., grand, imposing, impressive. —
F., fr. It. grandiose, fr. grande, 'great', fr. L.

grandem. See grand and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivatives: grandiose-ly, adv., grandios-ity, n.

grandmother, n. — A hybrid coined fr. grand and

mother on analogy of F. grand-mire.

grandparent, n., grandson etc. — Formed on ana-

logy of grandfather.

grange, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) grange, fr. VL.

*grdnica, fr. L. grdnum, 'grain'. See grain, 'seed,

com'.

granger, n., a farm steward. — OF. grangier, fr.

grange. See grange and -er (representing OF.

-ier).

grangerism, n., the practice of grangerizing. —
See next word and -ism.

grangerize, tr. v., to illustrate a book by the ad-

dition of prints, engravings, etc. — Lit. 'to il-

lustrate a book in the manner in which James

Granger's 'Biographical History of England'

(1769) was illustrated.

Derivatives : grangeriz-ation, n., grangeriz-er, n.,

grangerism (q.v.)

graniferous, adj., producing grain. — Formed

with suff. -ous fr. L. grdnifer, 'grain-bearing', fr.

grdnum, 'grain', and the stem oiferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See grain, 'seed, com', and -ferous.

granilla, n., the refuse of cochineal. — Sp., di-

min. of grana, 'cochineal', rel. to grano, 'grain',

fr. L. grdnum. See grain, 'seed, com'.

granite, n. — P., fr. It. granito, Ut. 'grainy', pp.

of granire, 'to make grainy', fr. grano, 'grain'.

675 graphometer

fr. L. grdnum. See grain, 'seed, corn', and cp.

prec. word.

Derivative: granit-ic, adj.

granitiform, adj., shaped like granite. — Com-
pounded of granite and -form,

granivorous, adj., feeding on grain. — Com-
pounded of L. grdnum, 'grain', and vordre, 'to

devour'. See grain, 'seed, corn', and -vorous.

granny, also grannie, n., a familiar form of grand-

mother. — Formed from the first syllable of

grandam and dimin. suff. -y, resp. -ie.

granophyre, n., a porphyritic igneous rock (pe-

trogr.) — G. Granophyr, formed from the first

syllable of Granit and the second syllable of

Porphyr. See granite and porphyry.

Derivative: granophyr-ic, adj.

grant, tr. v.— ME. granten, fr. OF. granter, a col-

lateral form of craanter, creanter, fr. VL. *cre-

dentdre,'io promise', fr. L. credens, gen. credentis,

pres. part, of credere, 'to believe'. See creed and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: grant, n. (q.v.), grant-able, adj.,

grant-ee, n., grant-er, n., grant-or, n.

grant, n. — ME. grant, fr. granten. See grant, v.

granular, adj. — Formed with suff. -ar fr. Late

L. grdnulum. See granule,

granulate, tr. and intr. v. — Formed with verbal

suff. -ate fr. Late L. grdnulum. See granule.

Derivatives: granutat-ed, adj., gramdat-ion, n.,

granulat-ive, adj., granulat-or, n.

granule, n., a small grain. — Late L. grdnulum,

'small grain', dimin. of L. grdnum, 'grain'. See

grain, 'seed, corn', and -ule.

granuliform, adj. — Sec prec. word and -form,

granuiose, adj., granular. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ose fr. Late L. grdnulum. See granule,

granuiose, n., part of starch convertible into

sugar. — Formed with subst. suff. -ose, fr. Late

L. grdnulum. Sec granule,

granulous, adj., granular. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. Late L. grdnulum. See granule and cp.

granuiose, adj.

grape, n. — OF. grape, grappe, 'hook ; a bunch

of grapes' (whence F. grappe, "a bunch of

grapes'), fr. OF. craper, graper, 'to seize with a

hook; to gather grapes', which is of Teut. ori-

gin. Cp. MDu. crappe, OHG. krdpfo, 'a hook',

G. Krapfen, 'fritter', OHG. krampho. 'an iron

hook'. OF. grapin, 'hook' (whence F. grappin,

grapnel, hook'),derivesfr. OF. ^ra;)e.Cp.OProv-

en?., Sp. grapa. It. grappa, 'hook', which are

also Teut. loan words. See cramp, 'a bent piece

of iron', and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also agraffe.

Derivative: grap-y, adj.

graph, n., a diagram. — Abbreviation of graphic

formula. See -graph.

-graph, combining form meaning i) 'something

written', as in autograph; 2) 'something that

writes', as in telegraph. — F. -graphe, fr. Gk.

-Ypa<po(;, fr. Ypa<petv, 'to scratch, engrave, draw,

paint, write, inscribe', which is cogn. with OE.

ceorfan, 'to cut, engrave, tear'. See carve and

cp. graph, -graphia, graphite, grapho-, -graphy,

graffito, graft. For the sense development of

Gk. Ypa<?Eiv cp. E. write; cp. also Heb. kdtdhh,

'he wrote', k'thSbeth, 'tattooing', Arab, kdtaba

(in its original sense), 'he sewed together' (in

the sense 'he wrote', Arab, kdtaba is a Hebrew

or Aramaic loan word), S. Arab, miktab, 'awl"

(see ketubah).

grapheme, n., 1) a letter of an alphabet; 2) the

sum of all letters representing one phoneme. —
Gk. YpatpTjjxa, 'letter', fr. Ypa9Ei,v, 'to write'. See

-graph and cp. the second element in phoneme

and in words there referred to. Cp. also Gk.

Ypa[X[jia, 'letter', from the stem of Ypi^siv (see

-gram).

Derivatives: graphem-ic, adj., graphem-ic-al-ly,

adv.

-grapher, combining form; the English equivalent

of Greek words in -ypaqjo?, denoting 'a person

who writes', as in lexicographer, telegrapher. —
See -graph and agential suff. -er and cp. -graphy.

-graphia, combining form identical in meaning

with -graphy; used esp. to form terms in the

sphere of abnormal psychology.

graphic, adj. — L. graphicus, fr. Gk. Ypa9ixo;,

'pertaining to writing or drawing", fr. Ypi?-'-'',

'to write'. See -graph and -ic.

Derivatives: .?ra;)/i/c-a/, adj., graphic-al-ly, adv.,

graphics (q.v.)

graphics, n., the art of drawing. — Sec graphic

and -ics.

graphite, n., a form of carbon, black lead, plum-

bago (mineral.) — G. Graphit, coined by the

German mineralogist Abraham Gottlob Wer-

ner (1750-18 1 7) in 1789 fr. Gk. Ypa9£iv, 'to

write'; so called by him because this mineral is

used for making pencils. See -graph and subst.

suff. -ite.

Derivatives: graphite, tr. v., graphit-ic, adj.

grapho-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to,

or used for, writing', as in graphology. — Gk.

Ypa90-, fr. Ypa9Ei'V, 'to write'. See -graph.

graphology, n., the study of handwriting. — F.

graphologie, coined by Abbe Jean-Hippolyie

Michon (1806-81) in 1868 fr. Gk. ypa9E'.v, 'to

write', and -Xoyti, fr. -Xoyo;, "one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See grapho- and -logy.

Derivatives: grapholog-ic, grapholog-ic-al, adjs.,

grapholog-ist, n.

graphomania, n., a morbid desire for writing. —
Compounded of grapho- and Gk. [ixvii, "mad-

ness, frenzy". See mania.

graphomaniac, n., one suffering from grapho-

mania. — See prec. word and maniac.

graphometer, n., surveyor's instrument for meas-

uring angles. — F. graphometre, coined by the

French engraver Philippe Danfrie (1535-1606)

in 1597 fr. Gk. YP»9ew, "to write", and (isTpov,

'measure'. See grapho- and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.



graphophone

graphophone, n., an instrument for sound record-

ing. — Lit. 'that which writes the sounds' ; com-

pounded of grapho- and Gk. iptov^, 'sound,

voice'. See phone, 'speech sound',

-graphy, combining form denoting: i) processes

of writing, drawing, representing, recording, as

in phonography: 2) names of descriptive scien-

ces, as in geography. — F. or G. -graphie, fr.

L. -graphia, fr. Gk. -ypaipta, 'description of,

fr. Ypatpsiv, 'to write'. See -graph and -y (rep-

resenting Gk. -ta), and cp. -graphia.

grapnel, n., a small hook. — ME. grapenel, di-

min. formed fr. OF. grapin, 'hook'. See grape.

Derivative : grapnel, tr. v.

grapple, n., grappling iron, grapnel. — OF. *gra-

pelle, dimin. of grape, 'hook'. See grape and cp.

prec. word.

Derivatives: grapple, tr. and intr. v., grappl-er,

n., grappl-ing, n.

grapsoid, adj., pertaining to the genus Grapsus

(zool.) — Lit. 'resembling a crab'. See Grap-

sus and -old.

Grapsus, n., a genus of crabs (zool.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. ypatJ>aroi;, 'crab', which is of uncertain

origin; it is prob. not coimected with It. gra-

vosta, ravosta, OHG. krebis, OE. crabba, 'crab'.

graptolite, n., a fossil zoolite bearing markings

resembling writing {paleontol.) — ModL. Grap-

tolithus, lit. 'a stone with engraving', fr. Gk.

ypa-Tz^hc,, 'engraved, written, painted' (verbal

adj. of Ypacpsiv), and XtS^o?, 'stone'. See -graph

and -lite.

Derivative: graptolit-ic, adj.

grasp, tr. and intr. v. — ME. graspen, metathe-

sized fr. grapsen, 'to grope', from the stem of

OE. grdpian, 'to touch, feel, grope'. Cp. LG.

grapsen, 'to grasp', MDu. grapen, 'to seize,

grasp', and see grope. Cp. also grip, gripe.

Derivatives: grasp, n., grasp-er, n., grasp-ing,

adj., grasp-ing-ly, adv., grasp-ing-ness, n.

grass, n. — ME. gras, gres, gers, fr. OE. grxs,

gxrs, rel. to ON., OS., Du., OHG., MHG., G.,

Goth, gras, Dan. grss, Swed. grds, 'grass', and

prob. cogn. with L. gramen (for ghras-meri),

'grass', fr. I.-E. base *ghros-, 'young shoot,

sprout'. This base is an -j-enlargement of base

*ghrd-, 'to grow', whence OE. growan, ON.
groa, 'to grow'. Enlarged by suff. -n, base *ghr6-

appears in OE. grene, ON. grcenn, 'green'. See

grow and green and cp. grama (grass), gramini-,

graze (in both senses).

Derivatives: grass, tr. v., grass-less, adj., grass-

like, adj., grass-y, adj.

grass widow, a woman separated from her hus-

band, — Orig. 'a discarded mistress'; cp. Du.

grasweduwe, G. Strohwitwe (fr. Stroh, 'straw'),

'grass widow' (in modem sense); prob. so called

in allusion to a bed of grass or straw.

grass widower, a man separated from his wife. —
Cp. Swed. grdsank, grasanker, grasenkling,

'grass widower', and see prec. word.

grate, tr. and intr. v., to scrape, rub. — ME.
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graten, fr. OF. grater (F. gratter), 'to scratch,

scrape', fr. Teut. *krattdn (whence also It. grat-

tare, OProven?. gratar). Cp. OHG. krazzon,

'to scratch, scrape', and see scratch. Cp. also

regrate, regrater.

Derivatives: grat-er, n., grat-ing, n. and adj.,

grat-ing-ly, adv.

grate, n., a frame of metal bars. — ME. graie,

fr. ML. grata, 'lattice' (whence also It. grata,

'grate, gridiron'), fr. L. cratis, 'wickerwork,

hurdle'. See crate and cp. graticule, griddle,

hurdle.

Derivative: ^wre, tr. v., to furnish with a grate.

grateful, adj. — Formed with suff. -ful from ob-

sol. grate, 'agreable, thankful', fr. L. grdtus,

'agreable, grateful', whence gratia, 'kindness,

loveliness'. See grace, n., and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: grateful-ly, adv.

graticule, n., a design divided into squares.— F.,

fr. ML. grdticula, 'gridiron', dimin. of grata.

See grate, 'frame of metal bars', and -cule.

gratification, n. — L. grdtiftcdtio, gen. -dnis,

'obligingness, complaisance', fr. grdtificdtus,

pp. of grdtificdri. See next word and -ation.

gratify, tr. v., to please. — F. gratifier, fr. L. gra-

tificdre, a collateral form of grdtificdri, 'to do

favor to, to oblige, gratify', formed fr. grdtus,

'agreeable, grateful', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to

make, do'. See grace, n., and -fy.

Derivatives: gratifi-ed, adj., gratifi-ed-ly, adv.,

gratifi-er, n., gratify-ing, adj., gratify-ing-ly, adv.

gratin, n., light crust over a dish. — F., 'burnt

part; bread crumbs', fr. OF. grater (F. gratter),

'to scrape, scratch', of Teut. origin. See grate,

'to scrape'.

gratinate, tr. v., to cook until a crust is formed.—
Formed with verbal suff. -ate fr. F. gratiner,

'to prepare a dish with bread crumbs', fr. gratin.

See prec. word.

Gratiola, n., a genus of plants, the hedge hyssop

{bot.) — ML., dimin, formed fr. L. gratia,

'kindness, loveliness' (see grace, n., and -ole);

so called in allusion to its supposed medicinal

properties.

gratis, adv., for nothing; freely. — L. grdtis, con-

traction of grdtiis, 'out of favor; without re-

ward, for nothing, gratuitously', abl. pi. of

grdtia, 'favor, kindness'. See grace, n.

Derivative: gratis, adj.

gratitude, n. — F., fr. Late L. grdtitOdd, 'thank-

fulness, gratitude', fr. grdtus, 'beloved, pleasing,

dear, thankful'. See grace, n., and -tude.

gratuitous, adj., given for nothing; free. — L.

grdtuitus, 'that which is done without pay, spon-

taneous, gratuitous', formed — on analogy of

fortuitus, 'casual' — fr. grdtus, 'pleasing, agree-

able'. See grace, n. For the ending see fortu-

itous.

Derivatives: gratuitous-ly, adv., gratuitous-ness,

n.

gratuity, n., gift; tip. — F. gratuite, fr. ML. grd-

bn gravure

tuitdtem, ace. of grdtuitds, 'free gift', fr. L.

grdtuitus. See prec. word and -ity.

gratulate, tr. v., to congratulate. — L. grdtuldtus,

pp. of grdtuldri, 'to manifest joy, congratulate',

contracted fr. *grati-tuldri, 'to bring something

agreeable', compounded of grdtus, 'pleasing,

agreeable', and tulo = fero, 'I bring'. See grace,

n., and tolerate and cp. congratulate. Cp. also

L. opitulor, 'I help, aid, assist', lit. 'I bring help',

fr. ops, gen. opis, 'help, assistance', and tulo =
fero, 'I bring'. — For the contraction of *grdti-

tulor into grdtulor see haplology.

gratulation, n., congratulation. — L. grdtuldtio,

gen. -dnis, 'manifestation of joy, congratula-

tion', fr. grdtuldtus, pp. of grdtuldrj. See prec.

word and -ion.

gratulatory, adj., congratulatory. — Late L. grd-

tuldtdrius, 'pertaining to congratulation', fr. L.

grdtuldtus, pp. of gratuldri. See gratulate and

adj. suff. -ory.

gravamen, n., a grievance. — Late L. gravdmen,

'trouble, physical inconvenience', fr. gravdre,

'to burden, aggravate', fr. gravis, 'heavy'. See

grave, 'weighty', and -men.

grave, tr. and intr. v., to engrave. — ME. graven,

fr. OE. grafan, 'to dig, carve', rel. to ON. grafa,

Dan, grave, Swed. grdva, OFris. greva, Du.
graven, OHG. graban, MHG., G. graben, Goth.

graban, 'to dig, carve', fr. I.-E. base *ghrebh-,

*ghrobh-, 'to scratch, scrape', whence also

OSlav. greb^, greti, 'to dig', pogrebg, pogreti,

'to bury', Lett, grebju, grebt, 'to scrape, hollow

out'. Cp. grave, 'mound, tomb', graven, en-

grave. Cp. also groove, grub, 'to dig'.

Derivative: grav-er, n.

grave, n., mound, tomb. — ME., fr. OE. grsf,

rel. to OS. graf OFris. gref OHG., MHG,, G.

grab, 'grave, tomb', OE. grafu, ON. grof, 'cave;

grave', Goth, graba, 'ditch', OE. grafan, 'to

dig, carve', and cogn. with OSlav. grobH, 'grave,

tomb'. See grave, 'to engrave*.

Derivative: grave-less, adj.

grave, tr. v., to clean (the wooden hull of a ship)

of grass, etc. — OF. grave (F, grive), 'strand

of sand, sandbank'. See gravel and cp. Graves.

grave, adj., weighty. — F., fr. L. gravis, 'heavy,

weighty; troublesome, painful, grievous, hard;

important, honorable', which is cogn. with OI.

gurulf, 'heavy, weighty' (compar. gdriyas-;

superl. gdrifthah), Avestic gouru- (only in com-

pounds), 'heavy, weighty', Gk. Papo?, 'weight',

Papui;, 'heavy', PptOeiv, 'to be laden with' , Ppiftu?,

'heavy', ppiap6(;, 'strong', Goth, kaurus, 'heavy',

Lett. grUts, 'heavy'. Cp. gravedo, gravid, gravity,

grief, grieve, grievous, aggravate, aggrieve, in-

gravescent. Cp. also baro-, bary, Briareus, brute,

centrobaric, charivari, garce, ginu, isobar.

grave, n., a count; used esp. of the counts of

Nassau. — MDu. grave (whence Du. graaf),

'count', rel. to OHG. grdvo (whence MHG.
grave, G. Graf), MLG. grSve (whence ON.
greifi, Dan., Swed. greve), 'count'. The orig.

meaning of these words seems to have been

'judge' ; cp. Goth, ga-grefts, 'decision'. Cp. -grave

and words there referred to. Cp. also Graf.

-grave, suff. meaning 'ruler'.— Fr. grave, 'count'.

Cp. burgrave, landgrave, margrave, palsgrave.

gravedo, n., cold in the head (med.)— Li gravedo,

'heaviness of the limbs, cold in the head', lit.

'heaviness', fr. gravis, 'heavy'. See grave,

'weighty'^

gravel, n.— ME. gravel, fr. OF. gravete, gravelle,

'gravel, sand, beach, strand' (whence F. gra-

velle, 'gravel', a medical term), dimin. of OF.
grave (F. grdve), 'strand of sand, sandbank',

which is of uncertain, possibly Celtic, origin.

Cp. W. gro, 'coarse gravel', Bret, grouan, Co.

grow, 'gravel'. Cp. also grave, 'to clean (the hull

of a ship)', grit, groats, grout.

Derivatives: gravel, tr. v., gravel-ly, adj., gravel-

li-ness, n.

graven, adj., carved {archaic). — ME. graven, fr.

OE. grafen, prop. pp. of grafan, 'to dig, carve'.

See grave, 'to dig, carve'.

graveolent, adj., having a rank smell. — L. grave-

olens, gen, -entis, 'strong-smelling', prop, grave

olens, fr. grave, neut. of gravis, 'heavy', and

pres. part, of olere, 'to smell'. See grave, weigh-

ty', olfactory and -ent.

graves, n. pi. — A var, of greaves.

Graves, n., wine from the Graves district of the

Gironde in the SW. of France. — The name
Graves lit. means 'gravelly place'. See grave,

'to clean (the hull of a ship)'.

Graves' disease. — Named after the Irish physi-

cian Robert James Graves (1796-1853).

graveward, adv. and adj., gravewards, adv., to-

ward the grave. — Compounded of grave and

-ward, resp. -wards.

gravid, adj., being with child; pregnant. — L.

gravidus, 'loaded ;
pregnant', fr. gravis, 'heavy'.

See grave, 'weighty'.

Derivatives: gravid-ly, adv., gravid-ness, n.

gravidity, n. — L. graviditas, 'pregnancy,' fr.

gravidus. See prec. word and -ity.

gravimeter, n., an instrument for measuring

specific gravity.— F. gravimdtre, a hybrid coined

fr. L. gravis, 'heavy', and Gk. jjitpov, 'measure'.

See grave, 'weighty', and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

gravitate, intr. v. — ModL. gravitdtus, pp. of

gravitdre, coined by Sir Isaac Newton (1642-

1727) fr. L. gravitds, 'weight'. See gravity and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: gravitation (q.v.), gravitat-ive, adj.

gravitation, n. —• ModL. gravitdtid, gen. -dnis,

coined by Newton. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: gravitation-al, adj., gravitation-al-

ly, adv.

gravity, n. — F. gravite, fr. L. gravitdtem, ace. of

gravitds, 'weight, seriousness', fr. L. gravis,

'heavy'. See grave, 'weighty', and -ity.

gravure, n. — Short for photogravure. Cp. helio-

gravure, rotogravure.



gravy

gravy, n. — ME. graue (pronounced grave), from

misreading of OF. grane, 'a dish powdered with

grains', lit. 'grained', fr. ML. grdnatus, pp. of

grandre, 'to grain', fr. L. grdnum, 'grain'. See

grain, 'seed, corn'.

gray, grey, adj. — ME. gray, grey, fr. OE. grxg,

rel. to ON. grdr, Dan. graa, Swed. gra,

OFris. gre, MDu. grd, Du. grauw, OHG. grdo,

MHG. grd, G. grau, 'gray', and cogn. with L.

rdvus, 'gray'. See roan, 'chestnut-colored', and

cp. grizzle, 'gray', and words there referred

to.

Derivatives : gray, grey, n. and tr. and intr. v.,

gray-ish, adj., gray-ly, adv., gray-ness, n.

graylag, greylag, n., the gray goose. — Short for

gray lag goose, i.e. 'the gray lagging goose' (see

lag, adj., and goose); so called because it is late

in migrating.

grayling, n., a freshwater fish. — Formed fr. gray

with suff. -ling,

graze, tr. and intr. v., to feed on grass. — ME.
grasen, fr. OE. grasian, fr. grses, 'grass'. See

grass and cp. next word.

Derivative: graze, n., pasturage,

graze, tr. v., to touch slightly. — Formed from

prec. word and orig. used in the sense 'to touch

the (grassy) ground' (said of bullets that touched

the ground and rebounded). Cp. C grasen, 'lo

feed on grass' (fr. Cras, 'grass'), which is used

also in the above mentioned military sense.

Derivative: graze, n., a slight contact.

grazier, n., one who grazes cattle. — Formed fr.

graze, 'to feed', with agential suff. -ier.

grazioso, adj., graceful (musical direction). — It.,

fr. L. gratiosiis. See gracious,

grease, n. — ME. gresse, grese, fr. OF. gresse,

graisse (F. graisse), fr. VL. *crassia, 'thickness,

fatness", fr. L. crassiis, 'thick, fat'. Cp. Olt.

grascia, OProveng. graissa, Catal. ^raxa, Port.

graixa. 'fat", It. grasce (pi.), 'victuals' [Sp.graso,

fat", n., is formed fr. graso, 'fat', adj., a col-

lateral form of craso, fr. L. crassus], and see

crass. Cp. also degras.

Derivatives; grease, tr. v., greas-er, n., greas-y,

adj., greas-i-ly, adv., greas-i-ness, n.

great, adj. — ME. great, gret, greet, grete, fr.

OE. great, rel. to OS. grot, OFris. grdi, Du.

groot, OHG., MHG. grdj, G. gross, 'great'. The

original meaning of these adjectives was prob.

gross-grained, coarse'. Cp. ON. grautr, 'groats',

E. great, 'grit, sand, dust, gravel', and see grit,

"coarse sand', and words there referred to.

Derivatives :^rea/, n., great-en, v.,great-ly, adv.,

great-en (tr. and intr. v.), great-ness, n.

greave, n., armor for the leg. — ME. greve, fr.

OF. greve, 'shin; greave', fr. Port, greba, fr.

Egypt. Arab, gaurab, corresponding to Arab.

jdurab, 'stocking, apparel for the leg'.

Derivative: greav-ed, adj.

greave, n., sediment of melted tallow. — LG.
greven (pi.), rel. to OHG. griobo (MHG., G.

griebe) ; of uncertain origin.
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greve, n., a diving bird. — F. grebe, of doubtful

origin.

Grecian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Graecia, 'Greece', fr. Graecus, 'Greek'. See

Greek.

Grecism, Graecism, n. — F. grecisme, fr. ML.
Graecismus, fr. L. Graecizdre, 'to imitate th^

Greeks'. See next word and -ism.

Grecize, Graecize, tr. v., to make Greek; intr. v.,

to imitate the Greeks. — F. greciser, fr. L.

Graecizdre, 'to imitate the Greeks', fr. Gk.

*rpai>ti!;£iv, fr. Fpaixo?, 'Greek'. See Greek

and -ize.

Greco-, Graeco-, combining form denoting the

Greeks. — Fr. L. Graecus, 'Greek'. See Greek,

greed, n. — Back formation fr. greedy,

greedily, adv. — ME. grediliche, OE. grxdigllce,

fr. griedig, 'greedy', and -lice, 'like'. See greedy

and adv. suff. -ly.

greediness, n. — ME. gredinesse, fr. OE. grxdig-

nes, formed fr. grxdig, 'greedy', with suff. -nes.

See greedy and -ness.

greedy, adj. — ME. gredy, fr. OE. griedig, rel. to

OS. grddag, 'greedy', ON. grddr, 'greed, hun-

ger', ON. grddugr, Dan. graadig, Du. gretig,

OHG. grdtag, 'greedy', Goth, gredus, 'hunger',

gredags, 'hungry', and perh. cogn. with Ol.

grdhyati, 'is greedy', gardhah, 'greed'. Cp.

greed.

Greek, n. — OE. Grecas, Crecas, (pi.), 'the

Greeks', fr. L. Graecus, 'Greek', fr. Tpawoq, 'in-

habitant of TpaTa (Graia) in Boeotia', a name

orig. given by the Latins to Greek colonists

coming from Graia and settling at Cumae in

southern Italy, but later applied toevery Greek.

[The Greeks reborrowed Fpaty-o!; in this new

sense from the Latins: Aristotle was the first

Greek to use Tpxizoi (the pi. of Tptxaioq) in the

sense of "EaatjVe; (i.e. "Hellenes, Greeks').] Cp.

Grecian, grego, Gringo, and the second element

in fenugreek and in galligaskins.

Greek, adj. — ME. Grec, fr. F. grec, fr. L.

Graecus, 'Greek'. See Greek, n.

green, adj. — ME. grene, fr. OE. gre/ie, rel. to

OFris. grene, OS. grdni, ON. grarnn, Dan. gr0n,

Swed. grcin, Du. groen, OHG. gruoni, MHG.
gruene, G. griin, 'green'. These adjectives are

-n-enlargements of I.-E. base *ghrd-, 'to grow".

See grow and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : green, n., green, v. (q.v.), green-ish,

adj., green-ish-ness, n., green-ly, adv., green-

ness, n., greenth (q.v.), green-y, adj.

greengage, n., a variety of plum. — Compounded

of green and the surname of the English botanist

Sir William Gage (died in 1 820), who was the

first to cultivate this fruit in England.

greening, n., a green variety of apple. — MDu.
groeninc. See green and -ing, 'related to'.

greenling, n., a fish, called also rock trout. —
Formed fr. green with suff. -ling,

greenockite, n., cadmium sulfide (mineral.) —
Named in 1841 after the English soldier Charles
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Murray Cathcart (1783-1859), styled Lord
Greenock (1807-43), who discovered it. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

greenovite, n., manganese titanite (mineral.) —
Named by the French geologist Ours-Pierre-

Armand-Petit Dufrenoy (1792-1857) in 1840

after the English geologist George Bellas

Greenough (1778-1855). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

greet, tr. v., to salute. — ME. greten, fr. OE.
gretan, 'to address, approach, visit, greet', rel.

to OS. grotian, OFris. greta, Du. groeten, OHG.
gruo^en, MHG. grUe^en, G. griifien, 'to salute,

greet', fr. Teut. base *grdtjan, orig. 'to cause to

speak', whence also OE. gretan, grxtan, 'to

weep, bewail'. See next word.

Derivatives: greet-er, n., greet-ing, a., greet-ing-

ly, adv.

greet, intr. v., to weep; tr. v., to bewail (archaic

or dial.) — ME. greten, graten, fr. OE. gretan,

grxtan, 'to weep, bewail', rel. to OS. grdtan,

ON. grata, Dan. grxde, Goth, gretan, greitan,

'to weep', ON. greeta, 'to cause to weep, cry'.

The orig. sense of all these verbs was 'to sound,

speak, shout'. They derive from I.-E. base

*ghred-, 'to sound, clash, speak loudly', whence

also 01. hrddate, 'it sounds, rustles'. See greet,

'to salute', and cp. regret.

Derivatives: greet-er, n., greet-ing, n.

greffier, n., registrar. — P., 'clerk of the court,

registrar', fr. ML. graphidrius, fr. L. graphium,

'a writing style'. See graft and -ier.

gregarious, adj., pertaining to a flock; living in

flocks. — L. gregdrius, 'pertaining to a flock',

fr. grex, gen. gregis, 'flock', fr. I.-E. base *gre-g-,

partial reduplication of base *gere-, *ger-, 'to

gather together, assemble', whence Gk. dyei-

psiv, 'to assemble', aYop4, 'assembly; place of

assembly', ayupic;, 'assembly', ayjp-n)i;, 'beg-

gar', OSlav. grUsti (for 'gf-s-ti-), 'handful',

Lith. gurgulys, 'chaos, confusion', giirguoli,

'crowd, mass', and Gk. xi yapyapa (Hesychius),

'crowd, plenty' and possibly also OI. gandh

(for *gxi)a-), 'herd, troop, company'. Cp. aggre-

gate, congregate, egregious, segregate. Cp. also

agora, allegory, category, panegyric, paregoric.

Cp. also cram.

Derivatives; gregarious-ly, adv., gregarious-

ness, n.

grego, n., a short cloak. — Port. Grego or Sp.

Griego, 'Greek', fr. L. Graecus. See Greek.

Gregorian, adj. — Lit. 'pertaining to Gregory',

fr. Late L. Gregoridnus, fr. Gregorius. See next

word and -an.

Gregory, masc. PN. — Late L. Gregorius, fr. Gk.
TpTj-fipioq, fr. YpTfjyopo?, 'watchful', which is

rel. to typ^°P*. second perfect of ^yeipetv, 'to

awaken', fr. I.-E. base *ger-, 'to be awake',

whence also OI. jdgdrti, 'he is awake', Avestic

d-garayeiti, 'wakes up, arouses'.

Gregory powder. — Named after the Scottish

physician James Gregory (1753-1821).

greisen, n., a crystalline rock consisting of quartz

and mica (petrogr.)— G., fr. greifien, 'to cleave,

split'.

gremial, adj., pertaining to the lap or bosom. —
Late L. gremidlis, fr. L. gremium, 'lap, bosom',

fr. I.-E. base *grem-, 'to press, squeeze', whence

also OE. crammian, 'to cram, stuff'. See cram,

v., and adj. suff. -aL

Derivative: gremial, n., a bishop's apron.

gremlin, n., a mischievous imp. — A word coined

in the time of World War II.

grenade, n., a small bomb. — F., fr. It. granata,

'pomegranate ; grenade', fr. VL. (pomum) grdna-

tum, 'pomegranate', lit. 'an apple having many
grains', fr. L. pomum, 'fruit' (in VL. 'apple'),

and grdnum, 'grain'. See grain, 'seed, corn', and

-adc and cp. garnet, pomegranate.

grenadier, n., a member of a special regiment or

corps. — F., orig. 'a soldier for throwing gre-

nades', formed fr. grenade. See grenade and -ier.

grenadin, grenadine, n., carnation. — F. grenadin,

fr. grenade, 'pomegranate'. See grenade and

-in, -ine.

grenadine, n., fine woolen fabric. — F., fr. gre-

nade, 'pomegranate'. See prec. word.

Gresham's law, the tendency for inferior cur-

rency to drive the superior one out of circulat-

ion. — So called after the English financier Sir

Thomas Gresham (about 1519-79), who ex-

plained this theorem to Queen Elizabeth.

gressorial, adj., adapted for walking (zool.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. MoAl.. gressorius,

'pertaining to walking', fr. L. gressus, pp. of

gradi, 'to walk, go'. See grade.

Grevillea, n., a genus of Australian trees (bot.) —
ModL., named in 1809 after the Rt. Hon.

Charles Francis Greville (1749- 1809).

grew, past tense of grow. — ME. greu, fr. OE.

grC'ow, past tense oi growan, 'to grow'. See grow.

grey, adj. — See gray.

greyhound, n., a tall and slender dog. — ME.
grihond, grehund, grehounde, fr. OE. grighund,

rel. to ON. greyhundr, fr. grey, 'dog', and hundre,

'hound' (see hound). The word is not related

to grey.

gribble, n., a small marine crustacean. — Prob.

in gradational relationship to grub; formed with

dimin. suff. -le.

grid, n., a grating or gridiron. — Back formation

fr. gridiron, the ending of which was mistaken

for the noun iron.

griddle, n., a shallow frying pan. — ME. gredil,

gridell, fr. AF. gridil, fr. OF. gredil, a var. of

grail, graile, fr. Late L. *crdticulum, fr. L. crdti-

cula, 'fine hurdle work, small gridiron', dimin.

of crdtis, 'hurdle'. See crate and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also grill, grille, gridiron.

Derivative: griddle, tr. v., griddl-er, n.

gride, tr. and intr. v., to cut, pierce; to grate. —
Metathesized fr. gird, 'to strike' (now 'to taunt,

gibe').

Derivative: gride, a., a grating noise.



gridelin

gridelin, n., a grayish violet color. — F. gris-de-

lin, gridelin, lit. 'gray of flax', i.e. 'flax gray'. For

the etymology oigris see grizzle, adj. ; de, 'from,

of, comes fr. L. de, 'away from, from' (see

de-); lin, 'flax, linen', derives fr. L. limm (see

linen),

gridiron, n. — ME. gredirne, gridirne, folk-

etymological variants of ME. gredire, gridire

(due to a confusion of the ending -ire with ME.

iren, 'iron'). ME. gredire, gridire are altered fr.

ME. gredil, gridell, 'griddle'. See griddle and

cp. andiron.

grief, n. — ME. grief, gref, greve, fr. OF. grief,

gref, fr. grever, 'to burden'. See grieve.

Derivative: grief-less, adj.

grievance, n. — ME. grevance, fr. OF. grevance,

fr. grever, 'to burden'. See grieve and -ance.

grieve, tr. and intr. v. — ME. greven, fr. OF.

grever, 'to burden, oppress; aggravate' (whence

F. grever, 'to burden, wrong, encumber'), fr.

L. gravare, 'to charge with a load, burden, weigh

down, oppress', fr. gravis, 'heavy'. Cp. It. gra-

vare, Sp. gravar, 'to load, burden', OProven?.

grevar, 'to vex', which all derive fr. L. gravare.

See grave, 'weighty', and cp. grief.

Derivatives: griev-ed, adj., griev-ed-ly, adv.,

griev-er, n., griev-ing-ly, adv.

grievous, adj. — ME. grevous, fr. OF. grevos,

grevous, 'heavy, hard, toilsome'. See grief and

-ons.

Derivatives: grievous-ly, adv., grievous-ness, n.

griff, n., a narrow glen {North. Engl.) — Of un-

certain origin.

griff, n., a claw. — F. griffe. See next word.

griffe, n., an ornament resembling a claw. — F.

griffe, 'claw', fr. griffer, 'to seize', which is prob.

borrowed fr. OHG. grifan, 'to seize'. See

gripe and cp. griffonage.

griffin, griffon, gryphon, n., a mythical animal. —
ME. griffon, fr. OF. grifoun (F. griffon), fr. Late

L. gryphus (whence also It., Sp. grifo, OHG.,

MHO. grlf G. Greif, 'griffin'), fr. Gk. yp6<\i,

gen. Ypu7r6<;, which was prob. borrowed from

the Semites through the medium of the Hittites.

Cp. Heb. k'rObh, 'a winged angel', Akkad.

karibu, epithet of the bull-colossus, lit. 'one who
blesses', and see cherub. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in hippogriff. The connection of Gk. yP""!''

'griffin', with YpiJ7r6?, 'curved, hooked, hook-

nosed', is folk etymology.

griffin, n., in India, a new comer {Anglo-Ind.) —
Of uncertain origin.

Griffith, masc. PN. — Fr. W. Gruffydd, which

prob. derives fr. L. RUfus, fr. rUfus, 'red'. See

rufous, Rufiis.

griffon, n. — A var. of griffin, 'mythical animal'.

griffon, n., a sporting dog. — Prob. fr. prec.

word.

griffonage, n., scrawl, scribble. — F. griffonnage,

fr. griffonner, 'to scrawl, scribble', fr. griffer,

'to seize'. See griffe and -age.

griffon vulture, n., a large species of vulture {Gyps
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fulvus). — Fr. griffon, 'mythical animal'. Cp.

G. Greif, 'griffin; condor'.

grig, n., i) a lively person; 2) {obsol. or dial) a

small eel; 3) {obsol. or dial) a cricket. — Prob.

of imitative origin. Cp. Du. kriek, 'cricket', and

E. cricket, the insect.

grill, n., a gridiron. — F. gril, a var. oi grille, fr.

OF. grille, fr. earlier gratlle, grellle, fr. L. crdti-

cula, 'fine hurdle work, gridiron'. See griddle

and cp. words there referred to.

grill, n., the act of grating. — From grille (q.v.)

grill, tr. and intr. v., to broil on a grill. — F. gril-

ler, fr. gril, whence E. grill, 'gridiron' (q.v.)

Derivative: grill, n., the act of grilling.

grillage, n., a framework of crossbeams used to

form a foundation in marshy soil.— F., 'frame',

fr. grille, 'fine hurdle work'. See grille and -age.

grille, n., ornamental metal grating. — F., 'metal

grating; frame', fr. L. craticula, 'fine hurdle

work, gridiron'. See grill, 'gridiron'.

grilse, n., salmon on its return to the river for the

first time. — Prob. metathesis of OF. grisle,

'grayish', fr. gris, 'gray'. See grizzle, 'gray'.

grim, adj. — ME., fr. OE. grimm, grim, 'cruel,

fierce, terrible, severe', rel. to OS., OFris., OHG.,

MHG., G. grimm, ON. grimmr, Swed. grym,

'fierce, furious', Dan. grim, 'ugly', OS. grim-

mag, Du., OHG., G. grimmig, MHG. grimmec,

'fierce, furious', MDu. grimmen, grimmelen, 'to

grumble', and in gradational relationship to OE.

,

OS., OHG., MHG. gram, 'angry, fierce', ON.

gramr, Dan. gram, 'angry', G. gram, 'averse

to', Gram, 'grief, sorrow'. These words are tra-

ceable to I.-E. base *ghrem-, 'to give a hollow

sound, to thunder', whence also Gk. yjfZ]AX,zi.-^,

'to neigh', xp6(Aa8o(;, 'a crashing sound', OSlav.

vHzgrim^ti, 'to thunder', gromu, 'thunder', Russ

gremet\ 'to thunder', Lith. gramu, grameli, 'to

fall into the deep with a rumbling sound',

grumH, grumgti, 'to thunder'. Cp. grum, grumble.

Cp. also pogrom.

Derivatives: grim-ly, adv., grim-ness, n.

grimace, n., distortion of the face. — F., 'wrinkle,

wry face; sham, humbug, cant', fr. MF., prob.

fr. OSp. grimazo, lit. 'mask', formed with pejor.

suiT. -azo (fr. L. -aceus), fr. Goth. *grima, which

may be inferred fr. OE. grima, 'mask, helmet,

ghost, specter', ON. grima, MDu. grime, 'soot;

mask'. These latter words lit. mean 'blackened

face', and are rel. to MLG. grimet, 'striped

black', MLG. greme, 'dirt'. Cp. grime.

Derivatives: grimace, intr. v., grimac-er, n.,

grimac-ing-ly, adv.

grimalkin, n., a cat, a she-cat. — Fr. earlier gray-

malkin (cp. Graymalkin in Shakespeare's Mac-

beth), which is compounded of gray and malkin,

dimin. of ME. Malt, Mault, 'Maud'. See

malkin.

grime, n., dirt. — Flemish grijm, fr. MDu. grime,

'soot; mask'. See grimace and cp. begrime.

Derivatives: grim-y, adj., grim-i-ly, adv., grim-

i-ness, n.
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grime, tr. v., to soil. — ME. grimen, fr. Flem.

grijmen, fr. grijm. See grime, n.

Grimm's law. — Named after the German philo-

logist Jacob Grimm (1785-1863), who was the

first to describe this law in a comprehensive,

generalizing manner.

grin, intr. and tr. v., to smile broadly. — ME.

grennen, grinnen, fr. OE. grennian, 'to grin', rel.

to ON. grenja, 'to howl', ON. grlna, Dan. grine,

Swed. grina, 'to grin', Du. grienen, 'to snifiBe,

blubber, whine', OHG. grinan, MHG. grinen,

'to grumble, growl, snarl', G. greinen, 'to cry,

whine', MHG. grinnen, 'to grate, creak', OHG.
grennan, 'to mutter', MBG. grennen, 'to snarl',

and to OHG. granon, 'to grunt', MHG. grannen,

'to grunt, wail', OE.granian, 'to groan, murmur'.

See groan. OF. grignier, grigner. It. digrignare,

'to gnash the teeth', and Ptowstk;. grinar, 'to

grunt', are Teut. loan words.

Derivatives : grin, n., grinn-er, n., grinn-ing, adj.,

grinn-ing-ly, adv.

grind, tr. and intr. v. — ME. grinden, fr. OE.

grindan, cogn. with L. f/endere, 'to gnash the

teeth', Gk. x6vSpo? (dissimilated fr. xp^vSpoi;),

'com, grain', Alb. grunde, 'bran', Lith. grendu,

gr^sti, 'to scrape, scratch'; fr. I.-E. *ghren-d{h)-,

enlargement of base *ghren-, 'to rub', whence

Gk. xpaivEiv, 'to touch slightly'. Base *ghren-

itself has been enlarged fr. I.-E. base *gher-,

'to rub', whence Gk. x^P«8°?' 'gravel'. Fr.

base "ghrii-, *ghri-, another enlargement of

base *gher-, derives Gk. XP^'^- ''o anoint with

oil, smear'. Cp. grist, 'corn for grinding', ground,

'bottom'. Cp. also chondro-, chrism, chrome,

furfur.

Derivatives: grind, n., grinder (q.v.), grind-ing,

n. and adj., grind-ing-ly, adv.

grinder, n. — ME. grindere, fr. OE. grindere, fr.

grindan, 'to grind'. See grind and agential

suff'. -er.

Gringo, n., Mexican contemptuous name for an

Englishman or an American of the U.S. — Sp.

gringo, corruption of griego, 'Greek', fr. L.

Graecus. See Greek.

griotte, n., morello (cherry). — F., fr. earlier

agriote, fr. Proven?, agriota, fr. agre, 'sour', fr.

L. acer. See acrid and cp. words there referred to.

grip, n., a grasp, clutch. — ME., fr. OE. gripe,

fr. gripan, 'to gripe', rel. to ON. gripr, OFris.

gripe, OHG., MHG. grif G. Griff, 'grasp, hold;

claw; handle'. See gripe.

grip, tr. v., to grasp, clutch. — ME. grippen, fr.

OE. grippan, rel. to OHG. gripfen, griffen, 'to

rob', and to OE. gripan, 'to seize'. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: gripp-er, n., gripp-ing, adj., gripp-

ing-ly, adv., gripp-ing-ness, n.

grip, n., trench {dial. English)— OE. grepe, grype,

rel. to MLG. gruppe, of s.m., MLG. gropen, 'to

hollow out', Swed. griipa, grypa, 'to cut out',

OE. gropa, 'pot'.

gripe, tr. v., to grasp. — ME. gripen, fr. OE.

gru

gripan, 'to seize', rel. to OS. gripan, ON. gripa,

Dan. gribe, Du. grijpen, Goth, greipan, OHG.
grifan, MHG. grlfen, G. greifen, 'to seize', fr.

I.-E. base *ghrtb-, whence also Lith. griebiit,

griebti, 'to seize', Lett, griba, 'will', gribet, 'to

wish, will, want'. F. gripper, 'to seize;, griffer,

'to seize', griffe, 'claw', are Teut. loan words.

Cp. griffe, griffonage, grip, 'a grasp', gripple,

grasp, grope.

Derivative: gripe, n.

grippe, n., influenza.— F., prob. fr. Russ. chrip,

'hoarseness', which is of imitative origin.

gripple, adj., griping {dial) — ME. gripel, fr.

OE. gripul, fr. gripan, 'to seize'. See gripe,

gripsack, n., a handbag.— Compounded of griit,

v., and sack.

grisaille, n., a kind of painting in gray. — F., fr.

gris, 'gray'. See grizzle, 'gray'. •

Griselda, fem. PN. — It., fr. G. Grishilda, Grisel-

de, fr. OHG, grlsja hilda, 'gray battle maid'.

The first element derives fr. OHG. gris, 'gray';

see grizzle, 'gray'. The second element comes fr.y

OHG. hildi, 'battle'; cp. the second e(ement

in Clothilda, Kriemhild.

grisette, n., a French working girl. — F., prop,

'a giri wearing a gray gown', fr. grisette, 'a gray

gown', fr. gris, 'gray', fr. Prankish *grls, 'gray'.

See grizzle, 'gray'.

griskin, n., the lean part of a pork loin {Engl) —
Lit. 'a little pig', formed with suff. -kin fr. ME.

grys, grice (whence archaic E. grice, 'a little

pig'), fr. ON. griss, 'a young pig', lit. 'a gray

animal', rel. to Du. grijs, 'gray'. See grizzle,

'gray', and cp. prec. word.

grisly, adj., terrible. — ME. grislich, grisly, fr.

OE. grisllc, 'terrible', formed with suff. -lie (see

adj. suff. -ly) from the stem of OE. a-grisan, 'to

shudder, fear', which is rel. to MLG. grisen,

gresen, Du. griezelen, OHG. grUson, MHG.
grisen, G. grausen, MHG. griuseln, 'to shudder,

fear', MLG. greselik, MDu. griselijk, Du.

griezelig, OHG. grlsenlih, G. gruselig, 'terrible'.

Cp. gruesome.

Derivative: grisli-ness, n.

grison, n. a South-American mammal. — F.

grison, 'grayish, gray-haired', fr. gris, 'gray'. See

grizzle, adj.

grist, n., 1) grain for grinding; 2) grain that has

been ground. — ME., fr. OE. grist, 'grinding;

com to be ground', from the root of OE. grin-

dan, 'to grind'. See grind and cp. grisfle.

grist, n., size of rope. — Of uncertain origin;

perh. rel. to gird, 'to encircle'.

gristle, n., cartilage.— ME. gristil, fr. OE. gristle,

rel. to OFris., MLG. gristel, and to OE. grost,

MHG. gruschel, 'cartilage', and prob. also to

OE. grist, 'grinding'. See ist grist.

Derivatives; gristl-y, adj., gristl-i-ness, n.

grit, n., coarse sand, gravel. — ME. grete, fr. OE.

great, 'grit, sand, dust, gravel', rel. to OS. griot,

OFris. grit, ON. grjot, 'rock, stone', OHG.
grio3, MHG. gries, gru3, G. Griefi, 'grit, sand.



grit

gravel', and cogn. with Lith. grudas, Lett.

grduds, 'corn, kernel', Lith. graudus, 'brittle',

grudziu, grusti, 'to stamp', OSlav. gruda, 'clod',

fr. I.-E. *ghreud-, a -^/-enlargement of base

*ghreu-, 'to grind, pulverize, crush'. Cp. W.

gro, 'coarse gravel', Bret, grouan, Co. grow,

'gravel', which derive from the unenlarged form

of the base. L. rudus, 'rubbish', is not cognate

with the above words. Cp. grit, 'coarsely ground

grain'. Cp. also gravel, groats, grout, 'coarse

meal', gruel, and the first element in gromweU.

Cp. also great.

Derivatives: grit, tr. v., to cover with grit; intr.

v., to make a grating sound, gritt-y, adj., gritt-i-

ly, adv., gritl-i-ness, n.

grit, n., coarsely ground grain. — OE. grytt,

rel. to MLG. griitte, gorte, Du. gort, OHG.
gruzzi, MHG., G. griitze, 'peeled grain, groats'.

These words originally meant 'that which is

coarsely ground', and derive fr. L-E. *ghreud-,

'to grind, crush'. See grit, 'coarse sand'.

grivet, n., a monkey of N. East Africa. — F., of

unknown origin. Cp. vervet.

grizzle, adj., gray. — ME. grisel, fr. OF. grisel,

dimin. of grls, 'gray', fr. Prankish *grls, 'gray',

which is rel. to OS., OFris., gris, MDu., Du.

grijs, OHG. gris, 'gray', MHG gris 'gray, gray-

haired', grise, 'old man' (whence G. Greis, 'old

man'), ON. griss, Dan., Swed. gris, 'young pig'

(prop, 'the gray animal'). Sp., Port, gris. It.

griso, grigio, 'gray', are Teut. loan words. Cp.

grilse, grisaille, grisette, griskin, grison, the first

element in Griselda and the second element in

ambergris. — The above Teut. words are prob.

rel. to OE. grxg, 'gray', and its equivalents in

the other Teut. languages; see gray.

Derivatives: grizzle, tr. v., to make gray;

intr. v., to become gray; grizzle, n., the color

gray, grizzl-y, adj.

grizzle, intr. v., to grin {Engl.) — Of uncertain

origin.

groan, intr. and tr. v. — ME. gronen, fr. OE.

granian, 'to groan, murmur', rel. to ON. grenja,

'to howl', OE. grennian, 'to grin'. See grin.

Derivatives: groan, n., groan-er, n., groan-ing,

n. and adj., groan-ing-ly, adv.

groat, n., a small coin. — ME. groot, fr. MDu.
(= Du.) groot, 'great, big', used as a noun in

the sense of 'a thick (coin)'. See great and cp.

words there referreed to. For sense develop-

ment cp. gross, name of coins, and groschen.

groats, n. pi., hulled oats. — ME. grotes, fr. OE.

grot, 'particle, atom', rel. to great, 'grit'. See

grit, 'coarse sand', and cp. groat,

grobian, n., a rude, boorish person. — G. Gro-

bian, fr. facetious L. grobidnus, fr. G. grob,

'coarse, rough', which is cogn. with E. gruff(q.v.)

grocer, n. — ME. grosser, fr. OF. grassier, fr.

ML. grossarius, 'one who sells wholesale',

which is formed fr. Late L. grossus, 'great, thick,

gross', with Latin suff. -drius. See gross, adj., and

-kr and cp. F. vendre en gros, 'to sell wholesale'.

682

grocery, n. — ME. grosserie, fr. OF. grosserie, fr.

grassier, 'grocer'. See grocer and -y(representing

OF. -ie).

grog, n., alcoholic drink diluted with water. —
Shortened fr. Grogram, nickname of Admiral

Edward Vernon (1684-1757), who used to wear

a grogram cloak (see grogram); the drink was

so called because he was the first to order di-

lution of sailor's rum.

Derivatives: grog, tr. v., grogg-ery, n. (U.S.),

grogg-y, adj., grogg-i-ness, n.

grogram, n., a coarse kind of cloth made of silk

or of silk and mohair. — Corruption of F. gros

grain, 'coarse grain'. See gross, adj., and grain

and cp. grog. For a similar corruption cp.

fingering, 'a fine woolen yam'. For the change

of final nXo m cp. also pilgrim and venom.

groin, n., the fold between the abdomen and the

thigh. — Formed (prob. on analogy of loin) fr.

earlier grine, fr. ME. grynde, fr. OE. grynde,

'abyss' (which may have meant also 'depression,

hollow'), a word rel. to OE. grund, 'bottom'.

See ground, n., 'bottom'.

Derivatives: groin, tr. v., groin-ed, adj., groin-

ing, n.

grommet, grummet, n., ring of a rope (naut.) —
OF. gramette (whence, with metathesis, F.

gourmette, 'curb of a bridle'); of uncertain

origin.

gromwell, n., any plant of the genus Lithosper-

mum.— OF. gromil (F. gremil), compounded of

OF. gres (F. gris), 'sandstone', and mil, 'millet'.

The first element derives fr. Prankish *griot,

which is rel. to OHG. grios, 'grit, gravel'; see

grit, 'coarse sand'. For the second element see

millet,

groom, n. — ME. grome, gram, orig. 'boy', fr.

OF. grome, gromet, groumet, gourmet, 'servant,

page'. See gourmet and cp. the second element

in bridegroom.

Derivatives : froom, tr. v.,groom-er,n,,groom-y,

adj.

groove, n., a furrow. — ME. groof, grofe, fr.

MDu. groeve (Du. groef), 'trench, channel,

groove', which is to related Du. groeve, 'furrow,

pit', ON. grdf, Norw. grov, 'brook, river bed',

OHG. gruoba, MHG. gruobe, G. Grube, 'pit,

ditch', Goth, groba, 'pit, cave', OE. grxf, 'cave,

grave', grafan, 'to dig, carve'. See grave, 'to en-

grave', grave, 'tomb'.

Derivatives: groove, tr. v., graov-ed, adj.,

groov-er, n., groov-ing, n., graov-y, adj., groav-

i-ness, n.

grope, intr. and tr. v. — ME. gropien, gropen, fr.

OE. grdpian, 'to touch, feel', fr. grdp, 'a grasp,

clutch', which stands in gradational relationship

to OE. gripan, 'to clutch'. See gripe.

Derivatives: grop-er, n., grop-ing-ty, adv.

grosbeak, n., any of various finches. — F. gros-

bec, lit. 'large beak'. See gross, adj., and beak,

groschen, n., a small silver coin, formerly current

in Germany. — G., fr. Czech groi, name of a

I
1
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coin, fr. ML. (denarius) grossus, lit. 'a thick

coin', fr. L. grossus, 'thick'. See gross, adj., and

cp. gross, name of various coins.

gross, adj., big. — ME. groos, gruse, fr. OF. gros,

'thick', fr. L. grossus, of s.m., which is cogn.

with Olr. bres, Mir. bras, 'big', Co. bras, 'thick'.

Cp. grocer, grogram, grosbeak, engross (in both

senses).

Derivatives: gross, n. (q.v.), gross, tr. v., gross-

en, tr. and intr. v., gross-er, n., gross-ly, adj.,

gross-ness, n., gross-i-fy, tr. and intr. v., gross-i-

fication, n.

gross, n., bulk, mass. — Pr. L. grossus, 'thick'.

See prec. word,

gross, n., twelve dozen. — Fr. P. la grosse (dou-

zaine), 'the great dozen', fr. gros, fern, grosse,

'big'. See gross, adj.

gross, n., name of various coins (obsol.) — Lit.

•something thick', partly fr. P. gros, 'thick',

partly fr. It. grosso, of s.m., which both derive

fr. L. grossus, 'thick'. See gross, adj., and cp.

groschen.

grossulaceous. — Contraction of grossulari-

aceous (q.v.)

grossular, adj., belonging to the gooseberry. —
ModL. grossuldrius, fr. Grossularia (q.v.)

Grossularia, n., a genus of plants of the goose-

berry family (hot.) — ModL., fr. P. groseille,

gooseberry', fr. MDu. croeset, 'gooseberry'.

See gooseberry.

Grossulariaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the

gooseberry family (hot.) — ModL., formed

from prec. word with suff. -aceae.

grossulariaceous, adj., pertaining to the goose-

berry family. -- See prec. word and -aceous.

grot, n., a grotto. — P. grotte, fr. It. grotta. See

grotto,

grotesque, adj., fantastic. — P. grotesque, fr. It.

(pittura) grottesca, 'grotesque painting', orig.

'painting (found) in a grolla', fr. grotta, 'crypt,

cave'. See grotto and -esque.

UenvalWe: grotesque-ly, adv.,grotesque-ness, n.

grotto, n., a cave. — It. grotta, fr. VL. crupla, fr.

L. crypto, fr. Gk. xp'jTTT-;), short for xp'J7r-r^

xa[idpa, 'a hidden vault'. See crypt,

grouch, intr. v., to be sulky. — Prob. fr. ME.

grouchen, 'to grumble'. See grudge.

Derivatives: grouch, n., grouch-y, adj., grouch-

i-ly, adv., grouch-i-ness, n.

ground, n., bottom. — ME. ground, fr. OE. grund,

rel. to OS., OFris., Dan., Swed. grund, Du.

grand, OHG., MHG. grunt, G. Grund, 'ground,

soil, bottom', ON. grunn, 'a shallow place',

grund, 'field, plain', grunnr, 'bottom', Goth.

grundu- in grundu-waddjus, 'foundation wall'.

These words prob. derive fr. I.-E. *ghrn-tu-,

'sandy soil', fr. base *ghren-, 'to rub', whence

also Gk. xpatvetv, 'to touch slightly'. A
-rf(A)-enlargement of base *ghren- appears in OE.

grindan, 'to grind'. See grind and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also groin.

Derivatives: ground, intr. and tr. v., groundage

(q.v.), ground-ed, adj., grounder (q.v.), ground-

ing, n.

ground, adj., reduced to particles by grinding. —
Prop. pp. of grind,

groundage, n., fee for letting a ship in a port. —
A hybrid formed fr. ground, n., with -age, a suff.

of uh. Latin origin.

grounder, n., a ball moving along the ground

(baseball). — Formed fr. ground, n., with agent-

ial suff. -er.

groundless, adj. — ME. groundeles, 'bottomless',

fr. OE. grundleas. See ground, n., and -less.

Derivatives: groundless-ly, adv., groundless-

ness, n.

groundling, n ., i ) a fish that lives near the bottom

;

2) a spectator in the pit of a theater; hence 3) an

uncritical person. — The original meaning of

this word is 'that which lives on, or is near to,

the ground. It is formed fr. ground, n., with suff.

-ling, 'pertaining to'.

groundsel, n., any plant of the genus Senecio. —
ME. groundeswele, fr. OE. grundeswelge, fr.

earner gundeswelge, lit. 'pus swallower', U.gund,

'pus', and swelgan, 'to swallow'; so called in

allusion to its use in making poultices. OE. gund

is rel. to OHG. gunt, 'pus', Goth, gund, 'can-

cer', dial. Norw. gund, 'scurf, scab', and pos-

sibly cogn. with Gk. xav»ijXyj (dissimilated fr.

*Xavd'jXv)), 'swelling, tumor'. Por OE. swelgan

see swallow, v.

groundsel, n., threshold, sill. — Compounded of

ground and sill,

group, n. — F. groupe, fr. It. gruppo, 'group',

orig. 'cluster, packet, knot', fr. OProven?.

grop, 'knot', which derives fr. Teut. *kruppa,

'a rounded lump or mass'. See crop.

Derivatives : group, tr. and intr. \.,group-ed, adj.

group-ing, n.

grouper, n., any of various fishes. — Port, garupa,

of uncertain, possibly Am. Indian, origin.

grouse, n., a game bird. — Of unknown origin.

grouse, intr. v., to grumble. — Prob. of imitative

origin; cp. Gk. yP'J. 'a grunt', yP'^^^'^-
''°

grunt, grumble', L. grundire, grunnire, OE.

grunian, 'to grunt', which all are of imitative

origin. Cp. grunt. Cp. also grouch, grudge, grutch.

Derivative: grous-er, n.

grout, intr. and tr. v., to dig with the snout. —
Of uncertain origin. Cp. rout, 'to dig with the

snout'.

grout, n., coarse meal (archaic). — ME., fr. OE.

grQl, 'coarse meal, grains of meal', rel. to

MLG. grQt, 'dregs', and cogn. with Lith. grudas,

Lett, grduds, 'corn, kernel'. See grit, 'coarse

sand".

grout, n., coarse mortar. — A special use of prec.

word.

Derivatives: grout, intr. and tr. v., to fill up

with cement, grout-ing, n.

grove, n. — ME., fr. OE. graf, 'grove, copse', rel.

to OE. grxfa, 'grove, thicket, brushwood',

Norw. greivla, 'to branch out'.



grovel

grovel, intr. v., i) to lie flat on the ground; 2) to

behave abjectly. — Coined by Shakespeare

through back formation fr. obsol. E. grovelling,

fr. ME. grufelinge, 'on the face', which was mis-

taken for a pres. part., whereas it is formed fr.

ME. {on) grufe (fr. ON. a grufu), 'on the face,

prone', with adv. suff. -ling. ON. griifa, 'prone-

ness', is rel. to ON. gryfa, 'to bend over'.

Derivatives: grovel(J)-er, n., grovel{l)-ing, adj.

and adv., grovel{l)-ing-ly, adv.

grow, intr. and tr. v. — ME. growen, fr. OE.

growan, rel. to ON. groa, OFris. grdia, Du.

groeien, OHG. gruoen, MHG. griiejen, 'to grow',

fr. I.-E. base *ghrd-, 'to grow'. See grass, green,

and cp. gramini-.

Derivatives: grow-er, n., grow-ing, n. and adj.,

grow-ing-ly, adv.

growl, intr. and tr. v. — Prob. of imitative origin.

Derivatives : growl, n., growl-er, n., growl-ery, n.

grown, pp. of grow.

growth, n.— Formed with subst. suff. -th fr. grow,

on analogy of ON. grodi, 'growth' (fr. ON.
groa, 'to grow').

groyne, n. — A var. of groin,

grub, tr. and intr. v., to dig up. — ME. grobben,

grubben, rel. to OHG. grubilon, MHG. grii-

bilen, 'to dig, search, investigate', G. griibeln,

'to rack one's brains, meditate, ponder', and to

OHG. graban, OE. grafan, 'to dig, carve*. See

grave, 'to engrave'.

Derivatives: grub, n., grubber (qq.v.), grubb-y,

adj., gruhb-i-ness, n.

grub, n,, the larva of an insect. — ME. grubbe,

lit. 'digger', fr. grubben, 'to dig'. See grub, n.

grubber, n., one who or that which grubs. —
ME. grubbare. See grub, 'to dig', and agential

suff. -er.

grudge, intr. and tr v. — Fr. dial, grutch, fr. ME.
grochen, gruchen, 'to murmur, grudge', fr. OF.

groucier, grouchier, which is of Teut., ult. imi-

tative, origin. Cp. OHG. grunnizon, 'to grunt',

and see grunt.

Derivatives: grudge, n., grudg-ing, adj., grudg-

ing-ly, adv.

gruel, n., thin broth made by boiling oatmeal in

water.— OF. (F. gruau), 'oatmeal, grits, groats',

dimin. of OF. gru, fr. Frankish *grut, which is

rel. to Du. grut, OHG. gruzzi, 'groats'. See grit,

'coarsely ground grain'.

gruesome, adj., horrible. — Formed with ist suff.

-some fr. dial. E. grue, 'to shudder', which is

prob. of LG. origin. Cp. MLG. gruwen, 'to

shudder', grusam, 'gruesome', -vhich are rel.

to MDu. gruwen, grouwen, Du. gruwen, OHG.
ingruen, MHG. gruwen, G. grauen, 'to shudder',

MDu. gruwel, MHG. griuwet, griul, G. Greuel,

'horror, terror', and to MLG. grisen, gresen,

etc., 'to shudder'. Cp. Du. gruwzaam, MHG.
gruwesam, grusam, G. grausam, 'cruel', and see

grisly. Dan. grue, 'to dread', gruelig, 'dreadful,

terrible', are LG. loan words.

Tieii\ii\.vie&: gruesome-ly,AAy.,gruesome-ness,n.
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gruff, adj., surly.— MLG. or MDu. (= V>\i.)grof,

rel. to OHG. gerob, grab, MHG. gerop,grop, G.

grob, 'coarse, rough', OHG. hriob, riob, OE.

hreof, ON. hrjufr, 'rough, scabby', and prob.

cogn. with Lith. kraupus, 'rough', l.ett. k'raupa,

'scab, scurf, W. crawen, Co. crevan, 'crust'.

Derivatives: gruff-isfi, adj., gruff-ly, adw., gruff-

ness, n., gruff-y, adj., gruff-i-ly, adv., gruff-i-

ness, n.

gruiform, adj., cranelike. — See next word.

Gruiformes, n. pi., the order of the cranes (orni-

thol.) T- Formed fr. L. grits, gen. gruis, 'crane',

andforma, 'form, shape'. See crane and form, n.

grum, adj., morose. — Prob. a blend of glum

and grim,

grumble, intr. and tr. v. — F. grommeler, fr.

MDu. grommelen, freq. ofgrommen, 'to grumble'

(see freq. suff. -le), which stands in gradational

relationship to MDu. grimmen, grimmelen, 'to

grumble', and to OE. grimm, grim, 'cruel,

fierce, terrible, severe'. See grim and cp. words

there referred to. The b in grumble is intrusive.

Cp. ramble.

Derivatives: grumble, n., grumbl-er, n., grumbl-

ing, adj., grumbl-ing-ly, adv.

grume, n., a clot of blood ; a viscous fluid. — Ob-

sol. F. grume, 'clot' (whence F. grumeau, a di-

min.), fr. L. grUmus, 'a little heap, hillock',

which is cogn. with OE. cruma, 'crumb'. See

crumb,

grummet, n. — See grommet.

grumose, adj., consisting of granules (bot.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -ose fr. L. grumus, 'a

little heap'. See grume,

grumous, adj., i) containing grume; clotted;

2) grumose. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L.

grumus. See prec. word.

Derivative : grumous-ness, n.

grumpy, adj., irritable, peevish. — Formed with

adj. suff. -y fr. obsol. grump, 'ill humor', which

is rel. to grum, grumble, grim.

Derivatives : grumpi-ly, adv., grumpi-ness, n.

Mrs. Grundy, a name denoting a prudish and

excessively conventional woman.— A character

of the comedy Speed the Plough (1798) by

Thomas Morton, often referred to in the phrase

'What will Mrs. Grundy say?'

Derivatives: Grundy-ism, n., Gruruiy-ist, n.

griinerite, n., a variety of amphibole {mineral) —
Named after the German mineralogist E. L.

Griiner, who analyzed it. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

grunt, intr. and tr. v. — ME. grunten, fr. OE.

grunnettan, freq. of grunian, 'to grunt', rel. to

Dan. grynte, OHG. grunnizon, MHG., G. grun-

zen, 'to grunt'; of imitative origin. Cp. L. grun-

dlre, grunnire, 'to grunt', which is also imitative.

Cp. also grouse, 'to grumble', and words there

referred to. Cp. also gurnard.

Derivatives : g-rw/i/, n., grunt-ing, adj., grunt-ing-

ly, adv.

gruntle, intr. v. — Freq. of grunt. Cp. disgruntle.

•I
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grutch, intr. v., to grudge {dial. English). — ME.
gruchen, 'to murmur, grudge'. See grudge.

Derivative: grutch, n.

Gruyere, n.— Short for Gruyere cheese, so called

fr. Gruydre, a town in Switzerland, where it was

originally made.

Gryllidae, n. pi., a family of insects, the crickets

{zool.) — ModL., formed fr. Gryllus with suff.

-idae.

Gryllus, n., the typical genus of the crickets. —
L. grillus, gryllus [whence also OHG. grillo,

(MHG., G. grille), 'cricket'], fr. Gk. ypiiXXo?.

'an Egyptian dance ; a performer in such a dance

;

comic figure, caricature'.

gryphon, n. — See griffin, 'a mythical animal'.

grysbok, n., a small grayish S. African antelope.

— S. Afr. Du., fr. Du. grijsbok, lit. 'gray buck',

fr. grijs, 'gray', and bok, 'buck'. See grizzle,

'gray', and buck.

guacbaro, n., a South-American night bird. —
Sp. gudcharo, fr. guacho, 'orphan', fr. Quechua

wdhcha, 'poor; orphan', dim. of wah, 'strange,

foreign'.

guaco, n., a South American climbing plant. —
— Sp., borrowed from a native language spoken

in Central or South America.

guaiacol, n., a colorless liquid.— Formed fr. next

word with suff. -oL

guaiacum, n., i) any of tropical American trees

of the genus Guaiacum; 2) resin from any of

these trees. ^ ModL., fr. Sp. guayaco, from

a Haitian word.

guan, n., any of large gallinaceous birds of Cen-

tral and South America. — Sp. guan, from W.
Indian native name.

guana, n. —-A var. of iguana.

guanaco, n., a kind of large wild llama. —• Sp.,

fr. Quechua huanaco, huanacu.

guano, n., a manure consisting of the dung of sea

birds. — Sp., fr. Quechua huanu, 'dung'.

Derivative: guano, tr. v., to manure with guano.

guarana, n., a paste made from the seeds of the

Brazilian climbing plant Paullinia cupana. —
Port, and Sp. guarand, fr. Tupi guarana.

guarantee, n.— Formed fr. guaranty, on analogy

of other legal terms ending in -ee.

Derivative: guarantee, tr. v.

guarantor, n.^ See guaranty and agential suff. -or.

guaranty, n. — OF. guarantie, garantie, cor-

responding to ONF. warantie. See warranty,

which is a doublet of guaranty.

guard, tr. and intr. v. — OF. guarder, garder (F.

garder), 'to keep, watch over, guard, protect,

defend', corresponding to ONF. warder. See

ward, v., which is a doublet of guard, v.

Derivatives: guard-ed, adj., guard-ed-ly, adv.

guard-ed-ness, n., guard-er, a.

guard, n.— OF. guarde, garde (F. garde), 'watch-

ing, keeping, custody'. See ward, 'the act of

guarding', which is a doublet of guard, n.

guardant, adj., the same as gardant (her.) — F.

gardant, pres. part, of garder. See gardant.

guerdon

guardian, n. —- ME. gardein, fr. AF. gardein,

corresponding to OF. (= F.) gardien, which

was formed with change of suff. fr. OF. gardenc,

fr. garder. See guard, v., and -ian, and cp.

warden, which is a doublet of guardian.

guarinite, n., a calcium titanium silicate {mineral.)

— Named after Professor G. Guarini of Naples.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

guameri, n. — Short for Guarneri violin, prop, a

violin made by members of the Guameri family

at Cremona in Italy. Cp. amati and stradivarius.

guava, n., a tree of the genus Psidium. — Sp.

guayaba, 'fruit of the guava tree', guayabo, 'the

guava tree', fr. Tupi guaj'ava.

gubernatorial, adj., pertaining to a governor. —
Formed with suff. -ial fr. L. guberndtor, 'steers-

man, pilot, ruler, governor', fr. guberndtus, pp.

oi guberndre, 'to steer, direct, conduct, govern'.

See govern, governor,

guddee, guddy, n. — Variants of gaddL

gudgeon, n., a small freshwater fish of the carp

family. — ME. gojon, fr. F. goujon, fr. L. gobio-

nem, ace. of gobio, a collateral form of gobius,

fr. Gk. XMP161; 'gudgeon', which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. goby,

gudgeon, n., a pivot. — ME. gojone, fr. OF.

goJon (F. goujon), 'dowel', dimin. of gouge, 'a

tool for making grooves, a hoUow chisel'. See

gouge and -on.

guelder rose, n. — Lit. 'rose of Gelderland\ from

the name of a province in Holland. Cp. F, rose

de Gueldre, of s.m.

Guelph, Guelf, n., a member of the papal party

in Italy during the Middle Ages. — It. Guelfo,

it. ML. Guelphus, fr. MHG. fVelf, name of the

ancestor of a family of princes. The name derives

fr. OHG. Hwelp, orig. a nickname meaning

'whelp, cub'. See whelp.

Derivative: Guelph-ic, Guelf-ic, adj.

Guendolen, fem. PN.—A var. of Gwendolin(q.v.)

guenon, n., any of a genus of long-tailed African

monkeys. — F., 'she-monkey, monkey', of un-

certain origin.

guepard, n., the cheetah. — F. guepard, fr. earlier

gapard, shortened fr. It. gattopardo, lit. 'cat-

leopard'. See cat and pard and cp. leopard. Cp.

also F. chat-pard, 'mountain cat', lit. 'cat-

leopard'.

guerdon, n., a reward. — ME., fr. OF. guerredon,

guerdon, fr. ML. widerdonum, which is a blend

of OHG. widarlon, 'recompense' and L. donum,

'gift'. OHG. widarlon lit. meant 'return gift',

fr. widar, 'against', and Ion, 'reward, gift'. The

first element is rel. to OE. wider, 'against', wid,

'against, opposite' ; see withers, with. The second

element is rel. to OE. lean, 'reward', fr. I.-E.

base *lau-, 'to gain, enjoy', whence also L.

lucrum, 'gain, profit, advantage' ; see lucre. For

the et^TnoIogy of L. donum see donation,

guerdon, tr. v., to reward. — ME. guerdonen, fr,

OF. guerredonner, guerdonner, 'to recompense,

reward', fr. guerdon. See guerdon, n.



guereza

guereza, n., an Abyssinian monkey. — From na-

tive name.

guerilla, n. — See guerrilla.

Guernsey, n., name of a breed of cattle. — So

called because orig. reared on the Island of

Guernsey.

Guernsey lily. — This flower was discovered in

Japan by Kaempfer, the Dutch botanist. Its

name is due to the circumstance that the ship

which brought the first specimens of this plant

to Europe was wrecked on the coast of Guern-

sey, in whose soil some of the bulbs germinated.

guerrilla, also guerilla, n., i) irregular warfare;

2) a person who engages in irregular warfare. —
Sp. guerrilla, lit. 'little war', dimin. of guerra,

'war', fr. OHG. werra, 'war' (whence also Port.,

Proven?., It. guerra, F. guerre). See war.

guess, tr. and intr. v. — ME. gessen, 'to think,

believe', prob. of Scand. origin. Cp. Dan. gisse,

Swed., Norw. gissa, 'to guess', which are rel.

to MLG., MDu. and G. gissen, of s.m., and

ult. to ON. geta, 'to get; to guess'. See get.

Derivatives: guess, n., guess-er, n.

guest, n. — ME. gest, fr. ON. gestr, which is rel.

to OE. gxst, giest, OFris. jest, OS., Du. gast,

OHG. gast, gesti, MHG. gast, geste, G. Gast,

Goth, gasts, 'guest', orig. 'stranger', and cogn.

with L. hostis, 'stranger; enemy', hospes (for

hosti-potis), 'host, guest', orig. 'lord of stran-

gers', OSlav. gosti, 'guest', and perh. also with

Gk. ^svo?, Ion. ^zbioc,. Dor. Z,i\iroq, 'stranger,

guest'. Cp. host, 'landlord, guest', host, 'army',

hospital, hostile, hotel, xeno-.

Derivatives: guest, tr. and intr. v., guest-less,

adj.

Gueux, n. pi., the patriot nobles of the Nether-

lands (hist.) — F., lit. 'beggars', fr. earlier *gueu

(to be inferred from the fem. gueue), prob. fr.

Du. guit, 'rogue, rascal'.

guff, n., foolish talk. — Orig. 'a breath, puff'; of

imitative origin. Cp. next word.

guffaw, intr. v., to laugh loudly; n., a loud

laughter. — Of imitative origin.

gugal, googul, n., an aromatic gum resin; bdel-

lium. — Hind, gugal, guggul, fr. Ol. guggulu.

guggle, intr. v., to gurgle. — Of imitative origin.

Cp. gurgle,

guglet, n. — A var. of goglet.

guhr, n,, an earthy deposit. — Dial. G., 'earthy

deposit', lit. 'fermentation', from the stem of

G. garen, 'to ferment' (tr.), fr. MHG. jesen, 'to

ferment' (intr.), fr. OHG. jesan, of s.m. See

yeast and cp. the second element in kieselguhr.

guidagc, n., r) guidance; 2) fee for guidance <oh-

sol.) — A hybrid coined fr. guide and -age, a

sufT. of Latin origin.

guidance, n. — A hybrid coined fr. guide and

-ance, a suff. of Latin origin.

guide, tr. v. — ME. gulden, guyden, gyden, fr. F.

guider, 'to guide, lead, conduct', refashioned

—

after the noun guide—fr. OF. guier (whence

ME. gyen), 'to guide, lead', which derives fr.
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Prankish *witan, 'to show' (whence also OProv-

enQ. guldar, guizar). Cp. OS. wlsian, ON. visa,

Dan. vise, Swed., Norw. visa, OFris. wisa,

MDu. wlsen, Du. wijzen, OHG., MHG. wisen,

G. weisen, 'to show, point out', OE. witan, 'to

see'. See wise, adj. and n., wit, v., and cp. guise.

Cp. also guidone, guy, 'rope', Guy.

guide, n. — F., fr. OProveng. or It. guida, 'guide,

leader', fr. OProveng. guidar, 'to lead'. See

guide, V.

guidon, n., i) a small flag or pennant; 2) an of-

ficer carrying such a flag. — F., fr. It. guidone,

'standard', fr. guida, 'guide'. See guide, n. and v.

guige, n., a long leather strap serving to fasten the

shield to the neck. — OF. guiche, guige, fr.

Frankish *wi}>ig, 'withe, wickerwork', which

is rel. to OHG. wida, 'willow', OE. wide, 'withe',

widig, 'willow'. See withy,

guild, gild, n., an association for mutual aid. —
ME. glide, fr. ON. glldi, 'payment, contribution,

fraternity', which is rel. to ON. gjald, 'payment'.

See geld.

Derivative: guild-ry, n.

guilder, n., a Dutch coin. — Altered fr. Du.

gulden, lit. 'golden'. See gold and cp. gulden.

guile, n., cunning. — ME. guile, gile, fr. OF.

guile, which is of Teut. origin. See wile and cp.

beguile.

Derivatives: guile-ful, adv., guile-ful-ly, adv.,

guile-ful-ness, n., guile-less, adj., guile-less-ly,

adv., guile-tess-ness, n.

guillemot, n., a seabird of the auk family. — F.,

dimin. of PN. Guillaume, 'William'. For sense

development cp. jay, martin, martlet, which all

are traceable to proper names.

guilloche, n., an ornament formed by two or

more bands. — F. guillochis, formed from Guil-

loche, a PN. altered fr. Guillot, which is a pet

form of Guillaume, 'William'. Sec William. For

sense development cp. F. guillaume, 'rabbet-

plane' (fr. Guillaume). Cp. also guillemot and

words there referred to.

guilloche, tr. v., to ornament with guilloche. —
F. guillocher, fr. guillochis. See guilloche, n.

guillotine, n., an instrument for beheading. —
F., named after the physician Joseph-Ignace

Guillotin (1738-1814), who recommended its

adoption by the National Convention in 1789.

His aim in inventing this machine was to make

the execution of those condemned as swift and

painless as possible.

guillotine, tr. v., to behead with a guillotine. —
F. guitlotiner, fr. guillotine. See guillotine, n.

guilt, n.. the fact of having committed a wrong.

— ME. gult, gilt, fr. OE. gylt, 'guilt, crime, debt,

fine'; of unknown origin.

Derivatives: guilt-less, adj., guilt-less-ly, adv.,

guilt-less-ness, n., guilt-y, adj., guilt-i-ly, adv.,

guilt-i-ness, n.

guimpe, n. — See gimp.

guinea, n., i) a former English gold coin; a sum

of 21 shillings. — From Guinea, a country in
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W. Africa; so called because first coined in

1663 from gold brought from the Guinea coast.

guinea pig, n. — The guinea pig comes from
Brazil and owes its name to the circumstance

that it was brought to England by Guinea men,

i.e. ships trading between England, Guinea and
South America.

Guinevere, fem. PN. — W. Gwenhwyvar, lit.

'white cheeked'. See Gwendolin(e), gwyniad.

guipure, n., any of various kinds of laces. — F.,

fr. OF. guiper, 'to cover with silk', fr. Frankish

wipan, 'to cover wath silk', which is rel. to Du.
wippen, OHG. wifan, MHG. wifen, G. weifen,

'to wind, reel', and cogn. with L. vibrdre, 'to

move rapidly to and fro, shake, brandish, agi-

tate'. See vibrate and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending see suff. -ure.

guise, n., i) manner, fashion; 2) appearance;

3) disguise. — ME. guise, gise, fr. OF. (= F.)

guise, which is borrowed fr. Teut. *wisa, 'man-

ner' (whence also OProven?. guiza. It., Sp.,

Port, guisa). See wise, n., which is a doublet of

guise, and cp. disguise.

guiser, n., a mummer (Engl, and Scot.)— Formed
fr. guise with agential suif. -er.

guitar, n., a stringed musical instrument. — F.

guitare, fr. Sp. guitarra, fr. Arab, gitdra'', fr.

Gk. xiS-apa, fr. Pers. sihtar. See cither and cp.

gittcm, zither.

Derivative : guitar-ist, n.

gula, n., the upper throat (zool.) — L., 'throat'.

See gullet.

Derivative: gul-ar, adj.

gulch, n., a deep ravine. — Prob. fr. dial. E.

gulch, 'to swallow greedily', fr. ME. gulchen,

which is of imitative origin.

gulden, n., formerly, a German and Dutch silver

coin (orig. a gold coin). — Du. and G. gulden,

shortened fr. Du. gulden florijn, 'a gold coin'.

See gold and cp. guilder.

gules, n., the color red; adj., red. — ME. goules,

fr. OF. goules, gueules (F. gueules), 'gules',

prop, 'neckpieces of (red) fur', pi. of gale,

gueule (F. gueule), 'throat', fr. L. gula, 'throat'.

See gullet.

gulf, n. — ME. goulf, golf, fr. It. golfo, fr. Gk.
xoXnoQ, 'bosom, lap, bay, gulf, womb', for

*qolpos, dissimilated fr. *qwolpos, 'something

vaulted', fr. I.-E. base *qwelp-, 'to vault',

whence also ON. hvalf, OE. hwealf, OHG. walbo,

MHG. walbe, MLG. welve, OHG. gi-welbi, G.
Gewolbe, 'vault, arch', ON. hvelfa, 'to vault',

OE. a-hwielfan, 'to cover with a vault ; to over-

whelm', OS. bi-hwelbian, MDu., Du. wehen,

OHG., MHG. welben, G. wolben, 'to vault',

Goth, hilf-trjom (dat. pi.), 'coflBn'. See whelm
and cp. colpo-.

Derivatives: gulf, tr. v., gulf-y, adj.

gulix, n., a kind of fine linen. — Fr. Guliche,

former name of the town Jiilich in Western

Prussia.

gull, n., an unfledged bird (now dial.) — ME.

goll, prob. rel. to ME. gull, 'yellow', fr. ON.
gulr, 'yellow'. See yellow.

gull, tr. v., to deceive. — Prob. fr. prec. word.

Derivatives: gull, a., a dupe, gull-ish, adj., gull-

ish-ly, adv., guli-ish-ness, n.

gull, n., a long-winged, web-footed aquatic bird.

— ME. gull, of Celtic origin. Cp. Co. guHan,

gwilan, W. gwylan, Bret, gwelan (whence F.

goeland), 'gull'.

gullet, n., the throat. — ME. golet, fr. OF. golet,

goulet, dimin. of gale, goule, 'throat' (whence

F. gueule, 'mouth of some animals'), fr. L. gula,

'throat', which derives fr. I.-E. base *gel-,

*g"'el- (this latter is prob. a blend of the bases

*gel- and *g'"er-), 'to swallow, devour', whence

also L. gluttire, 'to swallow, gulp down, devour',

OE. ceole, OHG. kela, MHG. kel, G. Kehle,

ON, kjolr, 'throat', OSlav. glutH, 'gullet', Olr.

gelim, 'I eat up, devour', W. gel, 'leech', and
prob. also Gk. SeXeap (for *S^X£fap), 'bait, lure'.

See glut, 'to swallow', and cp. glutton, gula,

gully, gulosity. Cp. also goliard. For the deiiv-

atives of base *g'^er- see voracious and cp. gurgi-

tation and words there referred to.

gullible, adj., easily deceived. — A hybrid coined

fr. gull, 'to deceive', and suff. -ibie.

Derivative: gullibil-ity, n.

gully, n., a small ravine. — Altered fr. gullet.

Derivative : gully, tr. v.

gulosity, n., gluttony (rare). — Late L. gulositas,

fr. L. gulosus, 'gluttonous', fr. gula. See gullet,

adj. suff'. -ose and suff". -ity.

gulp, tr. and intr. v. — ME. gulpen, golpen, glub-

ben, of imitative origin. Cp. Du. gulpen, 'to

gulp, guzzle', Swed., Norw. glupa, 'to swallow,

devour', which are also imitative. Cp. also OE.
gielpan, 'to boast', OHG. gelph, 'outcry', MHG.
gelfen, 'to boast', and see yelp.

Derivatives: gulp, n., gulp-ing-ly, adv., gulp-y,

adj.

gum, n., flesh in which the teeth are set. — ME.
gome, fr. OE. goma, 'palate' (pi. gorrum, 'jaws'),

rel. to ON. gomi, 'palate', gomr, 'gum', Swed.

gom, 'palate', Dan. gumme, 'gum', OHG. gou-

mo, MHG. goume, G. Gaumen, 'palate', and

cogn. with Lith. gomurys, 'palate', Lett, ga-

murs, 'windpipe, trachea', fr. I.-E. base *ghou-,

*gheu-, *g¥u-, 'to gape', whence also Gk. xao?

(for *xaf0?), 'gulf, chasm, abyss, the rude un-

formed mass', xotOvoi;, 'gaping', -f6La\i.a, 'chasm,

gulf. The above base is rel. to base *ghei-, *ghi-,

'to gape, yawn'. See yawn and words there re-

ferred to.

gum, n., a viscid substance. — ME. gomme, fr.

OF. (= F.) gomme, fr. VL. gumtrm, fr. L. cum-

mi, gummi, fr. Gk. xojxfxi, ult. fr. Egypt, kmj-t.

Cp. gumma.
Derivatives: gumm-y, adj., gumm-i-ness, n.

gum, tr. and intr. v., to fasten with gum. — F.

gommer, fr. gomme. See prec. word.

Derivatives: ;u>nm-«</, adj., gumm-er, n., gumm-
ing, a.



gumbo

gumbo, gombo, n., the okra plant.— From native

name in Angola.

gum-gum, n., a bowl of iron used as a musical

instrument in India and S. Africa. — Prob. pi.

of Malay gong. See gong.

gumma, n., a soft tumor, characteristic of tertiary

syphilis. — Medical L., fr. L. gummi. See gum,

'a viscid substance'.

gummatous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

gumma. — Formed with suflf. -ous fr. Medical

L. gumma, gen. gummatis. See gumma,

gummiferous, adj., producing gum. — See gum,

'a viscid substance', and -ferous.

gum mogador, Morocco gum. — So called from

Mogador, a seaport in Morocco, whence it is

exported.

gummous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, gum;

gummy. — L. gummosus, 'gummy', fr. gummi.

See gum, 'a viscid substance', and -ous.

gumption, n., shrewdness, common sense (.col-

lQq_) — Orig. Scot.; of uncertain origin.

gun, n.— ME. gunne, gonne, prob. from the fern.

PN. Gunne, shortened from the name Gunhild,

which was applied to a war engine (in 1330-31).

For sense development cp. the gun names

Mons Meg, Big Bertha, etc.

Derivatives: gun, intr. v., gunnage (q.v.), gunn-

er, n., gunn-ery, n., gunn-ing, n.

gunge, n., a storehouse; a market (India). —
Hind, ganj, fr. OI. ganjah, 'treasury', which is

an Iranian loan word. Cp. Pers. gan^ 'treasure',

and see genizah.

gunja, n. — A var. of ganja.

gunnage, n., number of guns carried by a war-

ship. — A hybrid coined fr. gun and -age, a

suff. of Latin origin.

gunnel, n., a kind of blenny. — Of uncertain

origin.

gunnel, n. — A var. of gunwale.

Gunnera, n., a genus of plants (6o^) — ModL.,

named after the Norwegian botanist Johan

Ernst Gunnerus (1718-73)-

gunter n. — Shortened fr. gunter rule, scale,

resp. rig: named after the English mathematic-

ian Edmund Gunter (1581-1626).

Gunther, Gunter, masc. PN. — OHG. Gundhard,

lit. 'bold in war', fr. gund, 'war', and harti, hart,

'hard, strong, bold'. For the first clement see

gonfanon, for the second see hard,

gup, n., gossip (India).— Hind, gap, fr. Pers. gap,

'prattle, gossip'.

gurge, n., a whirlpool (rare). — L. gurges. See

next word.

gurges, n., a spiral representing a whirlpool (her.)

— L. gurges, 'whirlpool'. See next word.

gurgitation, n., a boiling liquid. — Formed with

suff. -ion fr. L. gurgitatus, pp. of gurgitare, 'to

surge, flood', fr. gurges, gen. gurgitis, 'whirl-

pool, gulf; fr. base *gurg-, which is formed

with defective reduplication fr. I.-E. base

*g«'er-, 'to devour'. See voracious and -ation and

cp. ingurgitate, regurgitate. Cp. also next word
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and garget, gargle, gargoyle, gorge, gurge,

gurges.

gurgle, intr. v., to flow with a bubbling sound.—
Prob. fr. OF. gorguler, fr. L. gurgulio, 'gullet'

[whence MLG., Du. gorgel, OHG. gurgula

(MHG., G. gurgel), 'throat'], which is dissimi-

lated fr. *gurgurid, is rel. to gurges, 'whirlpool',

and cogn. with OI. gdrgarah, 'whirlpool', OHG.

querchala, querka, 'throat, gullet', ON. kverk,

'crop, maw'. See prec. word.

Derivative: gurgle, n., a gurgling sound.

gurnard, n., a small marine fish of the family

Triglidae. — OF. gornard, gornart, formed with

metathesis fr. OF. gronir, grognir, fr. L. grun-

nire, 'to grunt'. See grunt and -ard. The fish is

so called because it emits a grunting sound

when drawn out of the water.

gurnet, n. — A var. of gurnard,

gurry, n., a little fort (India). — Hind, garhi,

'a fort'.

guru, also gooroo, n., a teacher, a priest (Indut).

— Hind, guru, fr. OI. guriih, 'heavy, weighty,

venerable; teacher', which is cogn. with Gk.

papii?, L. gravis, 'heavy'. See grave, 'weighty',

and cp. garce.

gush, intr. v. — ME. guschen, prob. of imitative

origin.

Derivatives: gush, n., gush-er, n., gush-mg, adj.,

gush-ing-ly, adv., gush-ing-ness, n., gush-y, adj.

gusset, n., a piece of chain mail at the armpit. —
F., 'armpit; fob pocket', dirain. oigousse, 'pod,

husk', which is of unknown origin. For the end-

ing see suff. -et.

Derivative: gusset, tr. v.

gust, n., a sudden blast of wind. — ON. gustr,

'gust, blast', formed with suff. -/ from gus-,

weak grade of gjdsa, 'to gush'. See geyser.

TismiLtWes: gustful (n.y.), gust-y, adj., gusti-ly,

adv., gust-i-ness, n.

gust, n., reUsh. — L. gustus, 'tasting, taste'. See

choose and cp. gout, gustation, gusto, degust,

disgust, ageustia, ragout.

Derivative: gustful (q.v.)

gustation, n., the act of tasting. — L. gustatio,

gen. -onis, 'a tasting', fr. gustatus, pp. of gus-

tdre, 'to taste', fr. gustus. See prec. word and

-atiott.

gustative, adj., pertaining to the sense of taste.—
Formed with suff'. -ive fr. L. gustatus, pp. of

gustdre. See gustation.

Derivative: gustative-ness, n.

gustatory, adj., gustative. — Formed with suff.

-ory fr. gustatus, pp. of gustdre. See gustation.

Gustavus, masc. PN. — Latinized form of Swed.

Gu-staf, a name compounded of two elements.

The first element is of uncertain origin, the

second means 'stafi'' (see staff),

gustful, adj., windy. — Compounded of gust, 'a

blast of wind', and -ful.

gustful, adj., tasty. — Compounded of gust,

'relish', and -ful.

Derivatives: gustful-ly, adv., gustful-ness, n.
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gusto, n., taste; keen rehsh. — It., fr. L. gustus,

'tasting, taste'. See gust, 'taste'.

gut, n., the alimentary canal; the intestines. —

,

ME. gut, gutte, fr. OE. guttas (pi.), 'entrails',

rel. to MDu. gote, Du. goot, G. Gosse, 'gutter,

drain', ME. gote, 'channel, stream', and in grad-

ational relationship to OE. geotan, 'to pour'.

See found, 'to cast', and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also guttle.

Derivative : gut, tr. v.

gutta, n., in the Doric entablature, one of a series

of ornaments, attached to the lower side of the

mutules. — L., 'drop'. See gutter,

gutta, n., the principal constituent of gutta-

percha (chem.) — See gutta-percha,

gutta-percha, n., a rubberlike substance formed

from the juice of various Malaysian trees. —
Lit. 'gum of the gutta-percha tree', fr. Malay

getah, 'gum, balsam', and percha, name of the

tree yielding this gum; influenced in form by

L. gutta, 'a drop'.

guttate, adj., i) resembling drops; 2) spotted as

if with drops. — L. guttdtus, pp. oi guttdre, 'to

drop', fr. gutta, 'drop'. See gutter and adj. suff.

-ate and cp. gutte, which is a doublet ofguttate.

gutte, guttee, gutty, adj., sprinkled with drops

(her.) — AF. gutte, corresponding to F. goutte,

'sprinkled with drops', fr. L. guttdtus, pp. of

guttdre. See prec. word.

gutter, n. — ME. goter, gotere, fr. OF. gutiere,

goutiere (¥. gouttiire), 'gutter, spout (of water),

channel; groove', fr. gute, goute (F. goutte),

'drop', fr. L. gutta, 'drop'. See gout, and cp.

gutta, 'ornament', guttate, gutte, guttula. OF.

subst. suff'. -iere (F. -lire) is prop, the fem. form

of the adj. suff'. -ier (fr. L. -drius). See -ier.

Denvativss: gutter, tr. and intr. v., gutter-ing, n.

guttiferous, adj., producing drops.— Compound-

ed of L. gutta, 'drop', and the stem of ferre,

'to bear, carry'. See gutter and -ferous.

guttiform, adj., drop-shaped. — Compounded of

L. gutta, 'drop', and forma, 'form, shape'. See

gout and form, n,

guttle, intr. and tr. v., to gormandize. — Formed

fr. gut wit freq. suff. -le.

Derivative: guttl-er, n.

guttula, n., a small droplike spot (hot. and zool.)

— L., 'a small drop', dimin. oi gutta. See gutter.

Derivatives : guttul-ar, guttul-ate, adjs.

guttural, adj., pertaining to the throat. — F., fr.

ML. gutturdlis, fr. L. ^u/(«r,'throat', which prob,

stands for *giitur and derives fr. I.-E. base

*gwet-, *geut-, *gut-, 'to vault', whence also OE.

cwid, 'belly, womb', Goth, qipus, 'stomach,

belly, womb*, ON. kviflr, 'belly'. See bowel and

adj. suff. -al and cp. botulism. Cp. also goiter.

Derivatives: guttural-ity, n., guttural-ly, adv.,

guttural-ness, n., gutturalism, gutturalize (qq.v.)

gutturalism, n., tendency to gutturalize. — See

guttural and -ism.

gutturalize, tr. v., to pronounce gutturally. —
See guttural and -ize.

Derivative : gutturaliz-ation, n.

gutturo-, combining form meaning guttural. —
Fr. L. guttur, 'throat'. See guttural,

gutty, adj. — See gutt&

gutty, n., a gutta-percha ball. — Formed from

the abbreviation of gutta-percha and suff. -y.

guy, n., a rope. — OF. guie, 'a guide', fr. guier.

See next word.

guy, tr. v., to guide with a guy. — OF. guier, 'to

guide'. See guide.

Guy, masc. PN.— F., rel. to It., Sp., Port. Guido,

lit. 'leader' ; of Teut. origin. See guide, n. and v.,

and cp. guy, 'rope'.

guy, n., i) a grotesque effigy of Guy Fawkes ; 2) a

grotesquely dressed person. — From the name
of Guy Fawkes, the ill-famed conspirator. For

the etymology and meaning of this PN. see

Guy.

Derivative: guy, tr. v., to make fun of.

guzzle, intr. and tr. v., to drink greedily. — OF.

gosillier, gosiller, 'to go down the gullet; to

vomit; to chatter', fr. gosillier, 'throat, gullet',

which prob. derives fr. OF. (= F.) gosier, of

s.m., which derives fr. Gaul.-L. geusiae, 'gullet'

;

influenced in form by F. gorge, 'throat'.

Derivatives: guzzle, n., guzzl-er, n.

gweduc, n., a large edible clam. — N. American

Ind. ; lit. 'dig deep'.

Gwen, fem. PN. — Dimin. of Gwendoline.

Gwendolin(e), also Gwendolen, Gwendolyn, fem.

PN. — A compound of Celtic origin; the first

element is Bret, gwenn, 'white'. See next word.

gwyniad, n., a fish of the salmon family. — Lit.

'white (fish)', a hybrid formed with suff. -iad

fr. W. gwyn, 'white', which is rel. to Bret, gwenn,

Co. guyn, Olr. find, Gael., Ir. fionn, Gaul.

vindo-, 'white', fr. Celtic *vindo-, 'visible;

'shining; white', a nasalized form of *vid-, 'to

see', whence Olr. fiss, Gael., Ir. fios, 'knowl-

edge', fr. I.-E. base *weid-, *woid-, *wid-, 'to

see; to know', whence also L. videre, 'to see'.

See vision and cp. winter and words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also Guinevere, Gwendolin(c).

gybe, V. — A var. of jibe, 'to swing round'.

Gygis, n., a genus of terns (ornithol.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. Y^YT)?, name of a water bird, which is

prob. of imitative origin.

gyle, n., i) amount of beer produced at one brew-

ing; 2) fermenting wort; 3) fermenting vat. —
ME., fr. MDu. ghijl, ghijle (Du. gijl), 'ferment',

from the verb ghijlen, 'to ferment', whence F.

guiller, of s.m. ,

gymkhana, n., display of athletic sports (orig.

Anglo-Indian). — A blend of Hind, gend-khdna,

'ball house' (fr. gend, 'ball', and khdna, 'house'),

and E. gymnastics (q.v.)

gymn-, form of gymno- before a vowel.

gynuiasial. — Formed fr. gymnasium with adj.

suff. -al.

gymnasiarch, n., at ancient Athens, a super-

intendent of athletic training. — L. gymnasiar-

chus, fr. Gk. YUjivaotapxos,which iscompounded



gymnasium

of YU[J-V(iCTiov, 'gymnasium', and ap/d?, 'leader,

chief, ruler'. See next word and -arch.

gymnasium, n., i) a building equipped for gym-

nastics; 2) in Germany and some other coun-

tries, a secondary school for students. — L., fr.

Gk. yufAvdaiov, 'gymnastic school, school', fr.

yu[i.vaZeiv, 'to practice gymnastic exercises', lit.

'to train naked', fr. yuhv6(;, 'naked' ; so called

because the athletes trained naked. See gymno-.

gymnast, n., one who teaches gymnastics. — Gk.

YU(iva<jTy)i;, 'trainer of athletes', fr. fufivai^eiv.

See prec. word and -ast.

gymnastic, also gymnastical, adj., pertaining to

physical exercises. — L. gymnasticus, fr. Gk.

YU(xva(jTtx6?, 'pertaining to, or fond of, gym-

nastic exercises', fr. yujivdci^Eiv. See prec. word

and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivatives: gymnastics (q.v.), gymnastic-al-ly,

adv.

gymnastics, n., physical exercises. — See prec.

word and -ics.

g>-mno-, before a vowel gymn-, combining form

meaning 'naked'. — Gk. y"(xvo-, yu[xv-, fr.

yufjivoi;, 'naked', cogn. with OI. nagndh, L.

nUdus, Goth, naqaps, OE. nacod, 'naked'. See

naked and cp. nude.

Gymnocladus, n., a genus of plants, the Kentucky

coffee tree {hot.) — ModL., compounded of

gymno- and Gk. xXaSo?, 'branch'. See clado-.

Gymnoconla, n., a genus of rusts (hot.)— ModL.,

compounded of gymno- and Gk. xovk;, 'dust',

which is cogn. with L. cinis, 'ashes'. See cinerary

and cp. conio-, conidi-. For the ending see suff.

-ia.

Gymnodontes, n. pi., a group of fishes {ichthyol.)

— ModL., compounded of gymno- and Gk.

6S<iv, gen. oSovto;, 'tooth'. See odonto-.

Gymnonoti, n.pl., an order of fishes including the

electric eel and allied forms {ichthyol.)— ModL.
Gymnonoti, compounded of gymno- and Gk.

vwTOi;, 'the back', which is cogn. with L. nates,

'rump' ; so called in allusion to the absence of

the dorsal fin. See noto- and cp. nates. Cp. also

the second element in Gymnotus.

Gymnophiona, n., an order of Amphibia (zool.)

— ModL., compounded of gymno- and Gk.

09i6vco(;, 'pertaining to, or like, a serpent', fr.

6(fiq, 'serpent'. See ophidian.

Gymnorhina, n., a genus of birds, the piping crow

{ornithol.) — ModL., prop, 'having naked nos-

trils', compounded of gymno- and Gk. pk,

gen. pLvA;, 'nose'. See rhino- and cp. next word.

gymnorhinal, adj., having naked nostrils (said of

crows). — See prec. word and rhinal.

gymnosophist, n., member of a sect of philo-

sophers in ancient India, who walked naked. —
L. gymnosophistae (pi.), fr. Gk. yj|xvooo9iCTTai

(pi.), which is compounded of yujivo?, 'naked',

and the pi. of aoqpia-rr;?, 'philosopher'. See

gymno- and sophist.

gymnosopby, n., the doctrine of the gymno-

sophists. — See prec. word and -sopby.
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gymnosperm, n., a plant that has its seeds naked

(i.e. not enclosed in an ovary). — ModL. gym-

nospermus, fr. Gk. YU(iv6c7tcp(ji,0(;, 'having naked

seeds', compounded of yufivoc, 'naked', and

<j7tEp[ia, 'seed'. See gymno- and sperm and cp.

angiosperm.

gymnospermous, adj., having the seeds not en-

closed in an ovary. — See prec. word and -ous.

Gymnotus, n., a genus of fishes, the electric eel

{ichthyol.) — ModL. Gymnotus, contraction of

Gymnonotus, which is compounded of Gk. yy>\L-

m6c;, 'naked', and vcoto?, 'the back' ; so called be-

cause of the absence of the dorsal fin. See gym-

no- and noto-. The contraction of Gymno-notus

into Gymnotus is due to haplology. (Cp. Gym-
nonoti, which is formed without such contrac-

tion).

gyn-, form of gyno- before a vowel.

gynaeceum, n., i) apartment for women {Greek

antiq.) ; 2) the pistils of a flower collectively {hot.)

— L. gynaeceum, fr. Gk. yuvatxeiov, 'women's

apartment', prop. neut. of the adjective yuvat-

jcsToi;, 'pertaining to a woman; womanly, fe-

minine,' used as a noun, fr. yuvj], gen. y^JvaiKo?,

'woman'. See gyneco-.

gynaeco-. — See gyneco-.

gynandrous, adj., having the gynoecium and an-

droecium united in a column (as in orchids). —
Gk. YiivavSpoq, 'of doubtful sex', fr. yjvyj,

'woman', and divifjp, gen. dtvSpo?, 'man'. See

gyneco- and andro- and cp. androgynous. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -0?, see -ous.

gynarchy, n., government by a woman or women.
— Compounded of gyn- and Gk. -apxia, 'rule'.

See -archy.

gynec-, form of gyneco- before a vowel.

gynecium, n. — See gynoecium.

gyneco-, before a vowel gynec-, combining form

meaning 'woman'. — Gk. yjvatxo-, yuvatx-,

fr. yuvif], gen. yuvaixoi;, 'woman', rel. to Boeo-

tian Pava, fr. I.-E. 'g'^Und, *g"'end, 'woman',

whence also OI. gnd, gand, 'wife of a god, god-

dess', jdnih, 'wife', Goth, qino, 'woman, wife',

qens, 'woman', OE. cwen, 'woman, wife, queen'.

See quean and cp. queen. Cp. also agynary, an-

drogynous, misogyny, monogynous.

gynecocracy, gynaecocracy, n., government by a

woman or women.— Gk. Y^vaixoxpaTia, com-

pounded of "fuv?), gen. yuvaixo?, 'woman", and

-y.paTia, 'rule of, fr. xpaTo?, 'strength, power,

rule'. See gyneco- and -cracy.

gynecocrat, gynaecocrat, n., an adherent of gyne-

cocracy. — See prec. word and -crat.

TKm?Ans%.gynecocrat-ic,gynecocrat-ic-al, adjs.

gynecology, gynaecology, n., the study of diseases

peculiar to women. — Compounded of gyneco-

and Gk. -XoyiS, fr. ->.oyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives; gyneculog-ic, gynecolog-ical, adjs.,

gynecotog-ist, n.

gyniatrics, n., the treatment of diseases peculiar to
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women.— Compounded of Gk. yuvrj, 'woman',

and laTptxAi;, 'pertaining to healing'. See gyneco-

and -iatric.

gyno-, combining form, equivalent to gyneco-.—
Fr. Gk. Yuv''!. 'woman'. See gyneco-.

gynobase, n., the flat enlargement of the recep-

tacle of a flower bearing the gynoecium {hot.)—
Compounded of gyno- and base, n.

gynocracy, n., gynecocracy. — Compounded of

gyno- and -cracy. Cp. gynecocracy.

gynoecium, gynecium, n., the pistils of a flower

collectively {hot.) — ModL., usually explained

as compounded of Gk. yuv^, 'woman', and

olxoq, 'house' (see gyno- and economy), but in

reality a corruption of gynaeceum (taken in its

second meaning). This corruption was suggested

by the ending -oecium in androecium.

-gynous, combining form meaning i) 'female', as

in polygynous; 2) 'having female organs or pis-

tils', as in androgynous {hot.) — Gk. -yuvo?, fr.

Yvjvi?), 'woman'. See gyneco- and -ous.

gyp, n., a male college servant (at Cambridge

or Durham). — Of uncertain origin; possibly

short for gypsy.

Gypaetus, n., a genus of birds, the lammergeier

{ornithol.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. yut];,

gen. YiJ'T'ic;, 'vulture', and aerd?, 'eagle'. See

Gyps and aeto-.

Gyps, n., a genus of birds, the grifTon vulture {or-

nithol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. yijtj', gen. yuttAi;, 'vul-

ture', rel. to YUTTY], 'cave, den, hole', fr. I.-E.

*geu-p-, a -/j-enlargement of base *geu-, 'to bend,

curve, arch'. See cove, 'a small bay', and cp.

gyre.

gypseous, adj., i) containing gypsum; 2) resem-

bling gypsum. — L. gypseus, 'of gypsum', fr.

gypsum. See gypsum and -ous.

gypsiferous, adj., producing gypsum. — See

gypsum and -ferous.

Gypsophila, n., a genus of plants of the pink

family (60/.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

yii<\foc„ 'chalk, gypsum', and cpiXetv, 'to love'.

See gypsum and philo-.

gypsous, adj. — A var. of gypseous.

gypsum, n. — L., fr. Gk. y^ij'o?, 'chalk', of Sem.

origin. Cp. Arab, jibs, Mishnaic Heb. gebhes,

gephes, 'plaster, mortar, gypsum', which prob.

derive fr. Akkad. gaf?u (whence also Aram.

gassd, whence Arab, jass, jiss, juss, qa?s, qis?),

'gypsum'. — Cp. gesso.

gypsy, gipsy, n. — Fr. earlier gypcian, aphetized

fr. still earlier Egypcian, 'Egyptian, gypsy', fr.

OF. Egyptien (F. £gyptien), fr. L. Aegyptidnus,

'Egyptian'. See Egyptian and cp. gitano. Cp.

also gyp.

Derivatives: gypsy, intr. v., gypsy-ish, adj.

gyr-, form of gyro- before a vowel.

gyral, adj., moving in a gyre or circle. — Formed
with adj. suff. -a! fr. L. gyrus. See gyre.

Derivative: gyral-ly, adv.

gyrate, intr. v., to revolve. — L. gyratus, 'cir-

cular', pp. oigyrare, 'to turn round in a circle".

fr. gyrus. See next word and verbal suff'. -ate.

Derivatives: gyrat-ion, n., gyrat-ion-al, gyrat-

ory, adjs.

gyre, n., a circular motion. — L. gyrus, fr. Gk.

Yupo?, 'circle, ring', which is rel. to Y^P^Q-
'rounded, curved', and cogn. with Apm. kor,

'crooked', kufn, 'the back', Lith. gurnas, hip,

ankle, bone', Norw. kaure, 'a curly lock of hair',

Swed. kura, Dan. kure, 'to squat', MLG. kuren,

'to lie in wait', G. kauern, 'to squat, cower'. All

these words are derivatives of I.-E. *geu-r-, an

-/-enlargement of base *geu-, 'to bend, curve,

arch'. See cove, 'a small bay', and cp. cower. Cp.

also gyms, the first element in girandole, virelai,

and the second element in autogiro, circumgyrate,

helicogyre. Cp. also Gyps.

gyre, intr. v., to gyrate. — L. gyrdre, 'to turn

round in a circle', fr. gyrus. See gyre, n.

gyrfalcon, n. — A var. of gerfalcon.

gyro-, combining form meaning 'circle, circular,

spiral'. — Gk. y^po-, fr. Y^poi;, 'circle'. See

gyre, n.

gyrocompass, n., a compass with gyroscope. —
Compounded of gyro and -compass.

gyrograph, n., an instrument for recording re-

volutions of a wheel, etc. — Compounded of

gyro- and Gk. -ypitafoq,, fr. Ypacpsiv, 'to write'.

See -graph.

gyromancy, n., divination by walking in a circle

till one falls from dizziness (the prognostic Ixing

made from the place or direction of the fail). —
Compounded of gyro- and Gk. [xavreta, 'oracle,

divination'. See -mancy.

gyron, also giron, n., an ordinary of triangular

form {her) — F. giron, orig. 'piece of cloth of

triangular shape', fr. Frankish *gairo-, of s.m.,

which is rel. to OHG. ger, OE. gar, 'spear'.

See gore, 'a triangular piece of land'.

gyronny, adj., divided into gyrons {her.) — F.

gironne, fr. giron. See prec. word and -> (re-

presenting F. -e).

gyroplane, n., a flying machine furnished with

rotating horizontal planes. — Compounded of

gyro- and plane, 'airplane'.

gyroscope, n., a heavy rotating wheel, having its

axis free to turn in any direction.— Compound-
ed of gyro- and Gk. -oxoTnov, fr. <rxo-siv, 'to

look at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivative: gyroscop-ic, adj.

gyrostat, n., a modified form of a gyroscope. —
Compounded of gyro- and Gk. (yza-oc, 'placed;

standing'. See static and cp. aerostat, and words

there referred to.
''"

Derivatives: gyrostat-ic, adj., gyrostatics (q,v.)

gyrostatics, n., that branch of dynamics which

deals with rotating bodies. — Compounded of

gyro- and statics.

gyrus, n., a convolution between grooves (anat.)

— L. gyrus, 'circle'. See gyre, n.

gyre, n. (usually pi.: gyves), shackle. — ME.
gives, gyves (pi.), of uncertain origin.



H
ha, interj. — This imitative word occurs in most

languages.

Habakkuk, n., i) the eighth in the order of the

Twelve Prophets; 2) the Book of Habakkuk

(Bible). — Heb. Hdbhaqqaq, prob. from the

base of habhdq, 'he embraced'. Cp. Akkad. ham-

baququ, name of a garden plant, Arab, habaqiq,

name of a plant in Yemen ('the basil').

habanera, n., a Cuban dance imported from

Africa. — Sp. (danzd) habanera, 'Havanan

dance', fern, of habanero, 'Havanan', formed fr.

Habana, 'Havana', with suff. -era fr. L. -drius;

see adj. suflF. -ary.

habdalah, n., ceremony terminating formally sab-

baths and festivals. — Mishnaic Heb. habh-

ddld'', 'separation, distinction, division', verbal

noun of hihhdtl, 'he divided, separated, set apart,

distinguished', rel. to Mishnaic Heb. bddhdl,

'he separated, divided', Aram, b'dhal, 'he was

separated, he abstained', Arab, bddala, 'he

changed, substituted', Heb. ¥dhil, 'tin; dross',

lit. 'that which is separated' (scil. from the

precious metal).

labeas corpus, n., a writ commanding the pro-

duction of the detained person before the judge

(taw). — L. 'have thou the body'. L. habeas is

the second person sing, of the pres. subj. of

habere, 'to have' ; see habit. For the etymology

of L. corpus, 'body', see corpus.

Habenaria, n., a genus of plants, the rein orchis

(bot.) — ModL., fr. L. habena, 'thong, rein',

which stands for habe-na, fr. habere, 'to hold,

to have'; habena prop, means 'that by which

something is held' ; see habit. The genus is so

called in allusion to the shape of the spur.

habendum, n., part of a deed that defines the

estate which the grantee is to have (law). — L.,

'to be had', neut. gerundive of habere, 'to have'

(see habit) ; so called because it begins in Latin

with the word habendum. For other Latin gerun-

dives used in English cp. agenda and words

there referred to.

haberdasher, n., a seller of small wares. — ME.
haberdassher, formed with agential suff. -er fr.

AF. hapertas, name of a material, which is of

unknown origin.

Derivative ; haberdasher-y, n.

habergeon, n., a short coat of mail. — ME. hau-

hergnun, fr. OF. haubereeon. dimin. of hauberc.

See hauberk and -on.

habile, adj., able; ready. — F. habile, fr. L. ha-

bilis, 'that which may be easily handled, suit-

able, fit, proper'. See able, which is a doublet

of habile, and cp. next word.

habiliment, n., an article of clothmg; in the pi.,

dress. — F. habiltement, 'clothing', fr. habiller,

'to dress', fr. OF. abiller, 'to fit out, make

ready', fr. Gaulish-VL. *bilia, 'stump, trunk'

[whence also F. bilk, 'billet (of timber')] ; in-

fluenced both in form and meaning by the word

habit (see next word). See billet, 'stick, log', and

cp. dishabille. For the ending see suff. -ment.

Derivatives; habiliment-al, habiliment-ary, ha-

bilirnent-ed, adjs.

habilitate, tr. v., to clothe; to equip. — ML.
habilitdtus, pp. of habilitdre, 'to make fit', fr.

habilitds, 'suitability, fitness', fr. habilis, 'suit-

able, fit, proper'. See habile and verbal suff. -ate

and cp. rehabilitate.

Habiru, also Habiri, n., a name used to denote

various groups of invaders of Palestine, men-

tioned in the Tell el-Amarna letters from the

19th and i8th centuries B.C.E. — Akkad. Ha-

biru, which is prob. a blend of the plur. partic.

of base h-b-r, 'to pass, wander' (corresponding

to Heb. 'dbhdr, Arab, 'dbara, etc.), and of Heb.

"ibhrf, 'Hebrew', which itself derives from the

stem of Heb, 'dbhdr; see Hebrew. Since there is

no 'ayin in the Akkadian, this letter is usually

rendered in Akkad. PN.s of Hebrew origin by

h. Cp. Akkad. Humri -= Heb. 'Omri, Akkad.

haparu = Heb. 'dphdr, dust', Akkad. hullu =

Heb. '61, 'yoke', Akkaa. zuruh = Heb. z^rd»\

'arm'.

habit, n., practice, custom; dress. — ME. habit,

abit, fr. OF. habit, abit (F. habit), fr. L. habitus,

'condition, state, habit, dress', fr. habere, 'to

have, hold, possess', se habere, 'to be constitut-

ed, be in a condition', fr. l.-E. base *ghab(h)-,

'to seize, take, hold, have', whence also

Olr. gaibim, 'I take, hold; I have', gabdl, 'the

act of taking', W. gafael, 'the act of holding

fast', Lith. ^a6and, 'armful', ^a6e«f;, 'to remove',

gobti (with vowel gradation), 'to wrap up', Goth.

gabei, 'riches,' gabeigs, 'rich', Goth, giban, OE.

gifan,giefan, 'to give'. Goth, haban, OE. habban,

'to have', are not cogn. with L. habere. L. habitus

is prop, a loan translation of Gk. e^t?. 'con-

dition, habit', fr. c/eiv, 'to have'. Cp. give. Cp.

also able, adhibit, binnacle, cohabit, debt, due,

duty, exhibit, Habenaria, habendum, habile, ha-

bilitate, habitat, habitual, havior, inhabit, inhibit,

malady, prebend, prohibit,

habit, tr. v., to dwell, inhabit. — ME. habiten,

'to inhabit', fr. F. habiter, fr. L. habitdre, 'to in-

habit, dwell, reside', prop, 'to have frequently',

freq. of habere (pp. habitus), 'to have'. See habit,

n., and cp. inhabit. Cp. also binnacle,

habitable, adj. — ME., fr. F. habitable, fr. L. ha-

bitdbilis, 'habitable', fr. habitdre. See habit, v.,

and -able.

Derivatives: habiiabil-ity, n., habitable-ness, n.,

habitabl-y, adv.

habitant, n., inhabitant. — F., pres. part, of ha-
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tifer, 'to inhabit, dwell'. See habit, v., and sufT.

-ant and cp. inhabitant.

habitat, n., natural location of an animal or

plant. — L., 'it dwells', 3rd person sing. pres. of

habitdre, 'to dwell'. See habit, v.

habitation, n., i) the act of inhabiting; 2) a dwel-

ling place. — ME. habitacioun, fr. F. habitation,

fr. L. habitdtidnem, ace. of habitdtid, 'a dwelling,

inhabiting, habitation,' fr. habitdtus, pp. ofhabi-

tdre. See habit, v., and -ation.

Derivatives: habitation-al, adj.

habitual, adj. — ML. habitudtis (whence also F.

habituel), fr. L. habitus. See habit and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: habitual-ly, adv., habitual-ness, n.

habituate, tr. v., to accustom. — Late L. habi-

tudtus, pp. of habitudre, 'to bring into a habit

or condition' (whence also F. habituer), fr. habi-

tus. See habit, n., and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

habitue.

Derivative: habituat-ion, n.

habitude, n., custom, habit. — F., fr. L. habi-

tUdinem, ace. of habitUdo, 'condition, habit', fr.

habitus. See habit, n., and -ude.

habitue, n., one who habitually visits a place. —
F., pp. of habituer, 'to habituate'. See habituate.

habro-, combining form meaning 'graceful'. —
Gk. a|ipo-, fr. a|3p6(;, 'graceful, delicate, pretty';

rel. to (Sppa, 'a favorite slave', which is bor-

rowed fr. Aram, habhrd, 'companion; female

companion', from the stem offiabber, 'he joined',

which is rel. to Heb. hdhhdr, 'he joined, was

joined; he charmed', hdbhgr, 'companion',

hebher, hebhrd, 'company', Ethiop. habdra, 'he

bound', Akkad. ebru, 'companion', ubburu, 'to

bind, ban'. See H. Ixwy, Die semitischen Fremd-

worter im Griechischen, p. 68, and Muss Ar-

nolt, Semitic Words in Greek and Latin, in

Transactions of the American Philological As-

sociation, Vol. XXITI, p. 65.

hachure, n., a short line used in shading.— F., fr.

hacher, 'to cut'. See hatch, 'to engrave', and -ure.

Derivative : hachure, tr. v.

hacienda, n., a large estate, ranch. — Sp., 'landed

estate', fr. earlier facienda, fr. L. facienda,

'things to be done', neut. pi. gerundive offacere,

'to do'. See fact. For other words traceable to

Latin gerundives cp. agenda and words there

referred to.

hack, tr. and intr. v., to chop, cut.— ME. hacken,

fr. OE. -haccian (only in compounds), rel. to

OFris. harkia, Du. hakken, OHG. hacchdn,

MHG., G. hacken, 'to chop, cut', and prob. also

to OE. haca, 'bolt'. See hook and cp. hack, 'cut-

ting tool', and the second element in nuthatch.

Derivative: hack, n., the act of hacking.

hack, n., a cutting tool. — Fr. hack, 'to cut'. Cp.

Dan. hakke, 'mattock', G. Hacke, 'pickax, hat-

chet, mattock, hoe'.

hack, n., board on which a hawk's meat is placed.

— OE. hsec, 'grating; gate'. See hatch, 'door'.

Derivative: hack, tr. v., to put on a hack.

hack, n., a horse let out on hire. — Fr. hackney.

Derivative: hack, tr. v., to let out on hire; intr.

v., to ride on a hack.

hackamore, n., a halter, esp. for breaking horses.

— Folk-etymological alteration of Sp. jdquima,

'headstall of a halter', fr. Arab, shakffna'', 'bit

of a bridle; curb, restraint'.

hackberry, n. — A var. of hagberry.

hackbut, n., a kind of harquebus. — OF. (= F.)

haquebute, fr. MDu., hakebusse. See harquebus,

hackery, n., an Indian bullock cart (India). —
Corruption of Hind, chakra, 'cart', fr. OI.

cakrdh, 'wheel' . -iee cycleandwords there referred

to and cp. esp. chukker.

hackle, n., i) a comb for dressing flax; 2) one of

the long feathers on the neck of a cock. — ME.
hekele, 'an instrument for cleansing and carding

flax or hemp'. See hatchel, n., and cp. heckle.

Derivatives: hackle, v., hackl-er, n.

hackney, n., a horse or carriage let out on hire.

— ME. hakene, hakenei, fr. Hackney, a town

in Middlesex, renowned for its horses. Cp. hack,

'a horse let out on hire'. F. haquenee, 'an amb-
ling nag', is an English loan word.

Derivative: hackney, tr. v.

had, past tense and pp. of have. — ME. hadde,

had, fr. habben, 'to have'. See have.

haddock, n., a small fish related to the cod. —
ME. haddok, hadok, of unknown origin. Gael.

adag and OF. hadot, F. haddock, are English

loan words.

hade, n., the inclination of a vein from the vertical

(geol.) — Of uncertain origin.

Derivative: hade, intr. v., to incline from the

vertical.

Hades, n., the lower world. - Gk. "AiSt^c;, also

'AtSric, 'the god of the lower world, Pluto', a

name of uncertain origin. It meant perh. orig.

'invisible', fr. *(xfi8ETv, 'to make invisible', fr.

a- (see priv. pref. a-) and ISeiv, 'to see', which

is cogn. with L. videre, 'to see'; cp. Gk. itSTjXo;,

'making unseen', which is of the same origin.

See vision and cp. words there referred to.

Hadith, n., the whole of Mohammedan traditions

(Islam). — Arab, hadith, 'tradition', rel. to the

adjective hadtth, 'new, young', hddatha, 'it hap-

pened, occurred', hddutha, 'was new, was young',

hdddatha, 'he told, related', and to Heb. hdddsh,

'new'. See Rosh Hodesh.

hadj, n., pilgrimage to Mecca. — Arab, hajj, 'pil-

grimage', fr. hdjja, 'he went on a pilgrimage',

which is rel. to Heb. haghdgh, 'he made a pil-

grimage, celebrated a feast', hagh, 'a festival

gathering, a feast'. See Haggai and cp. next

word.

badji, hajji, n., a Moslem who has made his pil-

grimage to Mecca. — Arab, hdjjt, fr. hdjj, part,

of hdjja, 'he went on a pilgrimage'. See prec.

word.

hadro-, combining form meaning 'thick". — Gk.

aSpo-, fr. a8p6? (for *sadros), 'thick, stout; full-

grown, rif)e', which stands for aS-po-; and is
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rel. to aSivot; (for *sadinos); 'crowded', lit.

'thick', aSvjv (for *saden), 'to one's fill, to sa-

tiety', and cogn. with L. satis, 'enough', OE.

sied, 'sated, satisfied'. See sad and cp. the first

element in Adephaga.

Hadromerina, n., a group of sponges {zool.) —
ModL., compounded of hadro-, Gk. \jAfoc,,

'part' (see ist mero-), and suff. -ina.

hadrosaur, n., any reptile of the genus Hadro-

saiirus. — See next word.

Hadrosaurus, n., a genus of extinct dinosaurian

reptiles (paleontol.) — ModL., compounded of

hadro- and Gk. craupo?, 'lizard'. See sauro-.

haecceity, n., thisness; individuality (scholastic

philos.) — ML. haecceitds, fr. L. haecce (res),

'this (thing)', with better spelling haece, fern.

of hice (hicce), intensive form of hie (fern, haec,

neut. hoc), 'this'. See hodiernal and cp. encore,

langue d'oc. For the ending see suff. -ity.

Iiaem-. — See hem-.

Haemanthus, n., a genus of plants of the ama-

ryllis family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of

Gk. aliia, 'blood', and iSv^o?, 'flower'. See

hemal and -anthus.

haemat-, haemato-, haemo-. — See hemat-, he-

mato-, hemo-.

haematinon, n., a hard red glass. — L. haema-

tiniis, 'blood-colored, blood-red', fr. Gk. at^ta-

Tivoc, fr. aI(ioc, gen. at|xaTO?, 'blood'. See hemal

and adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

Haemodoraceae, n. pi., the bloodwort family

(60/.) — ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr.

haemo-, and Gk. Scopov, 'gift', fr. L-E. base

*do-, 'to give', whence also L. donum, 'gift'. See

donation.

Iiaemodoraceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

haff, n., a lagoon separated from the open sea

by a sandy bar, as esp. along the Baltic coast

of Eastern Germany. — G., fr. LG. haf, fr.

MLG. haf, 'sea', which is rel. to ON., Swed.

haf, Dan. hav, OFris. hef, OE. 'usf, wnich all

mean 'sea'. The primitive sense of these words

was 'the rising one'. They are rel. to heave and

to have, haven (qq.v.)

hafiz, n., a Mohammedan who knows the Koran

by heart. — Pers., fr. Arab, hdfiz, 'watch, guard

;

one who knows the Koran by heart', prop. part,

of hdfiza, 'he watched, kept, protected, learned

by heart', rel. to Heb. hdphetz, 'he delighted in,

desired', hephetz, 'delight, pleasure, desire;

business matter', in Mishnaic Hebrew 'thing,

object' (lit. 'that in which one takes delight'),

Aram, hephtzd, 'thing, object'. Cp. Hephzibah.

hafnium, n., name of a rare element (chem.) —
ModL., coined by the Dutch chemist Dirk

Cosier ( 1 889- ) and the Hungarian chemist

George de Hevesy (1885- ) in 1923 fr. Haf
nia. the Latin name of Copenhagen. For the end-

ing see suff. -ium.

haft, n., handle. — ME., fr. OE. hxft, rel. to ON.
hepH, Du. heft, hechi, OHO. hefti, MHO. hefle.
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G. Heft, 'handle', lit. 'that which holds', fr.

Teut. base *haf-, whence also E. have, heave,

heavy (qq.v.) Cp. hefl, n.

Derivative: haft, tr. v., to supply with a haft.

haftarah, n. — See haphtarah.

hag, n., a witch; a repulsive old woman. — ME.

hagge, hegge, fr. OE. hsegtesse, 'witch', rel. to

MDu. haghetisse, Du. heks, OHG. hagzusa,

hagazussa, hagzissa, MHG. hecse, hdxe, G.

Hexe, 'witch'. The first element of OE. haig-

tesse, etc., is rel. to OE. haga, hsg, OHG. hag,

'hedge'; the second element is rel. to Norw.

tysja, 'fairy; crippled woman', Gaul, dusius,

'demon', Co. dus, diz, 'devil', Lith. dvasid,

'spirit', OE. dUst, 'dust', fr. L-E. base *dhewes-,

*dhus-, 'to fly about like dust, to smoke, be

scattered, vanish'. Accordingly, OE. hseg-tesse,

etc. orig. meant 'woman of the hedge'. For the

first element of these words see hedge and cp.

hagberry, hagfish, haggard, for the second see

thio- and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: hagg-ish, adj., hagg-ish-ly, adv.,

hagg-ish-ness, n.

hag, n., a notch. — ON. hSgg, 'a cutting, hewing',

from the stem of hoggva, 'to cut, hew'. See hag,

'to hew'.

hag, tr. v., to hew, cut. — ME. haggen, of Scand.

origin. Cp. ON. hoggva, 'to cut, hew', which

is rel. to OE. heawan, 'to cut, strike, hew'. See

hew and cp. haggis, haggle.

Haganah, n., defense force of Jewish settlers in

Palestine during the British mandate. After the

proclamation of independence it was incor-

porated into the Army of Israel. — Heb. ha-

ghannd'^, lit. 'defence', verbal noun of heghin, 'he

covered, defended', Hiph'il (= causative) of

gdndn, of s.m., whence mdghin, 'shield' (lit. 'that

which covers'), gan, gannd", 'garden' (lit. 'en-

closure'; for sense development cp. L. hortus,

E. garden); re!, to Akkad. gandnu, 'to cover',

ganunu, 'chamber' (whence Aram, g^ndnd,

'bridal chamber'), Arab, jdnna, 'he covered',

Aram, m'ghinnd, Arab, mijdnn, 'shield', Aram.

ginnd, ginn^thd, Syr. gann'thd (whence Arab.

jdnna'', Ethiop. ganat), 'garden'.

Hagar, n., Sarah's Egyptian handmaid (Bible). —
Heb. Hdghdr, prob. rel. to Arab, hdjara, 'he

fled, emigrated', hijra", 'flight, emigration'. See

hegira.

hagberry, also hackberry, n. — Of Scand. origin.

Cp. Dan. hxggebser, ON. heggr, Swed. hdgg,

'the bird cherry tree'. Dan haeggebser, lit.

means 'hedge berry'. See hedge and berry and

cp. hag, 'witch'.

hagfish, n., a marine cyclostome (Myxine gluti-

nosa). — Compounded of hag, 'witch', and fish,

haggadah, haggada, n., 1) rabbinical teaching of

an edifying character ;
popular lecture ; the oppo-

site of halakah; 2) the narrative of the Exodus

read at the Seder on the first two nights of Pass-

over; 3) the book containing this narrative and

the ritual of the Seder. —Talm. Heb. haggddhd".
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'narration, exposition', verbal n. of Heb. higgtdh,

'he narrated, related, declared, expounded', from
higgtdh hakkdtubh, maggtdh hakkdtabh ('the

verse expounded', resp. 'the verse expounds'),

the usual term introducing haggadic interpre-

tations. Higgtdh is a Hiph'il (= causative) form
of the Semitic base n-g-d, 'to rise', whence 'to be

conspicuous*. From this base are derived Heb.

neghedh, 'in front of, before, in sight oV,naghtdh,

'leader' (lit. 'he who is in front'), Aram.-Syr.

n^ghadh, 'he led; he dragged', Aram, ndghodhd,

Syr. ndghodhd 'leader, ruler', Arab, ndjada, 'he

conquered; was conspicuous', najd, 'high land',

ndjuda, ndjida, 'was courageous', najid, 'noble-

minded'. For the sense development of these

words cp. Heb. nasi, 'prince, chief, lit. 'one

lifted up', fr. ndsd, 'he lifted'.

Derivatives : haggad-ic, haggad-ic-al, adjs., hag

gad-ist, n., haggad-ist-ic, adj.

Haggai, n., i) a prophet who lived about 500

B.C.E., the tenth in the order of the Twelve

Prophets; 2) the Book of Haggai (Bible). —
Heb. Haggdy (whence Gk. 'Ayyatot;, L. Aggae-

us), lit. 'festal, born on a feast day', fr. Heb.

hagh, 'a festival gathering, a feast', from the stem

of hdghdgh, 'he made a pilgrimage, celebrated a

feast', which is rel. to Syr. haggt, 'he made a

pilgrimage, celebrated a feast', Aram.-Syr.

haggd, 'a feast', Arab, hdjja, 'he went on a pil-

grimage'. Cp. hadj, hadji.

haggard, n., an untamed hawk; adj., hard to tame
(said of a hawk).— MF. (= F.) hagard, 'a hag-

gard', which is of Teut. origin and orig. meant

'(a bird) of the hedge', i.e. 'a wild, untameable

(bird)'. Cp. ME. hagger, 'wild; an untamed
hawk, haggard', and see hedge and -ard. Cp.

also hag, 'witch'.

haggard, adj., harassed. — From prec. word.

The orig. meaning was 'wild-looking'.

Derivatives: haggard-ly, adv., haggard-ness, n.

haggis, n., a Scottish dish made of the lungs,

heart, liver, etc., of a sheep or calf. — ME.
hagese, hageys, hagas, 'a kind of pudding', prob.

fr. haggen, 'to hew'. See hag, 'to hew'.

haggle, tr. v, to mangle; intr. v., to bargain in a

mean way. — Freq. of hag, 'to cut' (q.v.) For

the ending see freq. suff. -le. Cp. higgle.

Derivatives: haggle, n., haggt-er, n.

hagi-, form of hagio- before a vowel.

hagiarcfay, n., government by men in holy orders.

— Compounded of hagi- and Gk. -apx^*, 'rule',

fr. apxoc;, 'leader, chief, ruler'. See -archy.

hagio-, before a vowel hagi-, combining form
meaning 'holy, sacred'. — Gk. dtyio-, ayi-, fr.

ayiiq, 'holy, sacred', which is rel. to a^etj&ai

(for *ayte<idai), 'to stand in awe of, to revere',

a-j-o?, 'sacrifice, expiation', olyiJ^eiv, 'to hallow',

dyviS?, 'holy, chaste', and prob. cogn. with OI.

ydjati, 'reveres (a god) with sacrifices, worships',

yajas; 'worship', yajndif, 'worship, sacrifice',

OPers. a-yadana 'temple'. Cp. the second ele-

ment in Trisagioii. Cp. also Yajna.

hagiocracy, n., government by persons considered

holy. — Compounded of hagio- and Gk.
-xpaxia, 'rule of, fr. xptitToi;, 'strength, power,

rule'. See -cracy.

Hagiographa, n. pi., the third and last division

of the Hebrew Bible. — L., fr. Gk. a:Y"^YP0'9«

((JipXia), lit. 'sacredly written (books)'; see

hagio- and -graph. Since all the 3 parts of the

Hebrew Bible are sacred books (= kithbhe

haqqOdesh in Hebrew), the word Hagiographa

denoting the third division of the Bible can only

be meant as an abbreviation of toc dcXXa pi^Xia

aY"iTP°'"P°'> '•^- 'the other sacred books'. Cp. the

rendering of Hebrew k^thObhtm (name of the 3rd

division of the Bible, lit. 'writings') by the

grandson of Sirach with the words xa 6cXXa

rraxpia ptpXia ('the other books of the fathers')

and TaXoma twv pt^Xtcav Ctheremaining books').

Derivatives: hagiographer (q.v.), hagio-graph-

ic, hagio-graph-ic-al, adjs.

hagiographer, n., i) a writer of any of the Hagio-

grapha; 2) a writer of lives of the saints. —
Formed with agential suff. -er fr. ML. hagio-

graphus, 'a writer of holy things'. See prec.

word.

hagiography, n., the saints' lives.— Compounded
of hagio- and Gk. -ypatpia, fr. Ypi49£i.v, 'to

write'. See -graphy.

hagiolater, n., a worshipper of saints. — Com-
pounded of hagio- and -later.

haglolatry, n., the worship of saints. — Com-
pounded of hagio- and Gk. Xarpcia, 'service,

worship'. See -latry.

hagiology, n., the study of the lives of the saints.

— Compounded of hagio- and Gk. -Xoyla, fr.

-X6yo(;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: hagiolog-ic, hagiolog-ic-al, adjs.,

hagiolog-ist, a.

hagioscope, n., an opening in a church to enable

the worshippers in the side aisle to see the altar.

Compounded of hagio- and Gk. -ctkottiov, fr.

ctxotteTv, 'to look at, examine'. See -scope.

hagride, tr. v., to ride as a hag does, to oppress.—
Compounded of hag, 'witch', and ride; esp.

used in the pp. hagridden.

ha ha, interj. imitative of laughter or surprise.

ha-ha, n., a sunk fence, usually visible only when

one is close to it. — F., prob. from the inter-

jection ha ha, expressing the surprise of him

who faces suddenly such a fence.

haiduk, heiduck, n., a brigand or bandit among
the Balkan Slavs; a Hungarian lackey. — G.

Heiduck, fr. Hung, hajduk, pi. of hajdii, but

mistaken for a singular. Hung, hajdu is prob.

a loan word fr. Turk. haidOd, 'brigand'.

haik, haick, n., a piece of cloth worn by Arabs. —
Arab, hayk, fr. hdka, 'he wove'.

hail, n., small pellets or masses of ice. — ME.
hagel, hawel, hail, fr. OE. hagol, hsegl, 'hail', rel.

to OS., OHG. hagal, ON., Dan. hagi, Du.,

MHO., O. hagel, 'hail'. These words prob.
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derive fr. I.-E. base *kaghlo-, 'pebble', whence

also Gk. y.i.y}.-r\^, 'round pebble'.

Derivative: hail-y, adj.

hail, intr. v., to shower down (said of hail); tr. v.,

to pour down like hail.— ME. hagelen, hawelen,

hailen, fr. OB. hagalian, fr. hagol, 'hail'. See

prec. word.

hail, interj. — Short for original "be thou hailV,

fr. obsol. adj. hail, 'sound, healthy', fr. ME.
hail, heil, of s.m., fr. ON. heill, 'whole, healthy'.

See whole and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also hale, 'healthy', and the second element

in wassail.

Derivatives: hail, to greet (q.v.), hail, n., greet-

ing.

hail, tr. and intr. v., to greet. — ME. hailen, 'to

greet', lit. 'to say "hail", fr. hail, heil, interj. See

hail, interj.

hailstone, n. — ME., fr. OE. hagolstan, rel. to

ON. haglsteinn, Du. hagelsteen, MHG., G.

Hagetstein. See hail, 'pellets of ice', and stone.

hair, n. — ME. her, heer, hare, fr. OE. hxr, rel.

to OS., ON., OHG., MHG. har, Dan. hor,

Swed. hdr, OFris. her, Du., G. haar, 'hair'.

These words are cogn. with Lith. serys, 'bristle',

and with the second element in OI. kapucchala-,

'hair on the hind part of the head'. E. hair was

influenced in form by a confusion with ME.
haire, 'haircloth', fr. OF. (= F.) haire, fr. Prankish

*hdrja, which is rel. to OE. hxre, OHG. harra,

'haircloth', and further to OE. hSr, 'hair'.

Derivatives: hair-ed, hair-less, hair-like, hair-y,

adjs., hair-i-ness, n.

hake, n., any of several marine fishes of the genus

Merluccius. — ME. hake, related to OE. haca,

'hook', hacod, hxced, 'pike (fish)', OS. had,

MLG. heket, OHG. hachit, hechit, MHG. hechit,

hecht, G. Hecht, of s.m., and to OE. hok, 'hook'.

See book.

hakeem, hakim, n., in Mohammedan countries,

a physician. — Arab, haktm, lit. 'wise', from the

stem of hdkuma, 'he was wise', whence also

hdkam, 'judge', hikma", 'wisdom, science', hdk-

kama, 'he was a physician', hukm, 'judgment,

sentence', rel. to Heb. hdkhdm, 'he was wise',

hdkhdm, 'skillful, learned, wise', hokhmd'^,

'wisdom', Aram.-Syr. hakhdm, 'he was wise'.

See hokhmah and cp. next word.

hakenkreuz, n., swastika; used as the emblem of

Nazism.— G. Hakenkreuz, lit. 'hook-cross'. See

hook and cross, n.

hakim, n., in Mohammedan countries, a judge,

ruler. — Arab, hakim, prop. part, of hdkuma,

'he was wise'. See hakeem,

halakah, also halachah, n., oral law; rule pre-

scribed by oral law (Jewish religion). — Mish-

naic Hebrew hdldkhd", 'rule, practice, tradition',

lit. 'something to go by', fr. Heb. hdldkh, 'he

went', which is rel. to Aram, hdldkh, hakk, hal-

lekh, 'he went*, Akkad. aldku, 'to go', Arab.

hdlaka (used euphemistically), 'he perished',

Heb. hSlekh, 'traveler', hilikh^, 'a going', ma-

hdldkh, 'a going', tahdlukhd'', 'procession'.

halalcor, halalcore, n., a person of the lowest

class, a scavenger (India). — Hind., fr. Arab.-

Pers. haldl-kkor, 'one to whom all food is law-

ful', a hybrid coined fr. Arab, hialdl, 'that which

is allowed or lawful', and Pers. khor, 'eating'.

Arab, haldl derives fr. hdlla, 'he unknotted, un-

tied, undid', which is rel. to Heb. hillil, 'he

profaned', hehil, 'he began', Aram.-Syr. hallel,

ahel, 'he profaned', Heb. hdl, 'profaneness,

commonness', fidlild'', 'far be it'.

halation, n., a term of photography. — Lit. 'a

halolike appearance', irregularly formed fr. halo

with suff. -ation.

halberd, halbcrt, n., a kind of battle-ax. — ME.
halberd, fr. MF. (= F.) hallebarde, fr. MHG.
helmbarte (whence G. Hellebarde), lit. 'an ax

with a long handle', fr. helm, halm, 'handle', and

barte (fr. OHG. barta), 'ax'. It. alabarda, Sp.

and Port, alabardo, 'halberd', are also borrowed

fr. MHG. helmbarte. See helm, 'handle', and

beard.

halberdier, n., soldier armed with a halberd. —
MF. (= F.) hallebardier, fr. hallebarde. See

prec. word and -ier.

halcyon, n., kingfisher.— L. alcyon, also halcyon,

fr. Gk. dlXxutov, incorrectly spelled aXxucjv, 'king-

fisher', which is of uncertain origin. The form

oXxutiv (with the rough spirit) arose from a con-

fusion with Gk. aX?, 'salt; sea'. L. alcedo, 'king-

fisher', isa loan word fr. Gk. txXxucov (with change

of Gk. suff. -civ to L. suff. -edd). Cp. next word.

Cp. also Alcedinidae.

Halcyone, n., daughter of Aeolus, who, when

widowed, threw herself into the sea and became

a kingfisher. — L. Halcyone, Alcyone, fr. Gk.

'AXxuovT), fr. aXxuwv. See prec. word.

hale, adj., sound, healthy. — ME. hale, hal, fr.

OE. hdl, 'whole, uninjured, healthy', rel. to ON.
heill, of s.m. See whole and cp. hail, interj.

Derivative : hate-ness, n.

hale, tr. v., to haul. — ME. halien, halen. See

haul.

Halenia, n., a genus of plants of the gentian

family (bot.) — ModL., named after the Ger-

man botanist Johann Halen. For the ending see

suff. -ia.

Halesia, n., a genus of plants of the storax family

(bot.) — ModL., named after the English

physiologist Stephen Hales (1677-1761). For

the ending see suff. -ia.

half, n. — ME., fr. OE. healf. See half, adj.

half, adj. — ME. half, fr. OE. healf, 'side, half,

rel. to ON. halfr, OS., OFris., MDu., Du. half,

Dan., Swed., halv, OHG., G. halb, MHG. halp,

Goth, halbs, 'half', and to the nouns OS. haiba,

ON. halfa, MDu. halve, OHG. halba, MHG.
halbe, Goth halba, 'side'. The original meaning of

these words was '(something) divided'. They are

cogn. with OL k{ptdh, 'arranged', kdlpate, 'is

arranged', kalpdyati, 'arranges, allots', L. scal-

pere, 'to cut, carve, scrape'. See shelf, 'slab of
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wood', and cp. words there referred to. The
original meaning of OE. healf v/as 'side'. This

meaning is still alive in behalf (q.v.) Cp. halve,

helve.

Derivative : half, adv.

halfjoe, name of a Portuguese gold coin.— Short

for halfJohannes, fr. Johannes, name of a gold

coin struck in honor of King Johannes V of

Portugal. Cp. johamies.

hali-, combining form meaning 'salt' or 'the sea'.

— Gk. (xXi-, fr. aX?, gen. aXoi; (masc), 'salt';

(fem.) 'sea'. See halieutic.

Haliaeetus, n., a genus of eagles (ornithol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. oXwUto?, aXidsToi;, 'sea eagle',

prob. 'osprey', which is compounded of aXq,

gen. aX6<; (fem.), 'sea' and cdz-:6c„ a.z'z6c„ 'eagle'.

See halieutic and aeto-.

halibut, holibut, n., the largest species of flatfish.

— ME. halybutte, compounded of haly, 'holy',

and but, butte, 'flatfish' (cp. LG. hilligbutt, hille-

butt, Du. heilbot, G.//e(76M«); so called because

usually eaten on holy days. See holy and butt,

'flatfish', and cp. turbot.

Halicore, n., a genus of aquatic mammals, the

dugong (zool.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

aX;, gen. aX6<; (fem.), 'sea', and xopT), 'maiden'.

See halieutic and Cora.

halidom, n., a holy thing (obsol. or archaic). —
ME., fr. OE. haligdom, 'holiness, relic, sanctu-

ary', formed fr. hdlig, 'holy', with suff. -ddm.

See holy and -dom.

halieutic, halieutical, adj., pertaining to fishing.

— L. halieulicus, fr. Gk. ocXieuTixd?, 'pertaining

to fishing', fr. aXisiiciv, 'to fish', fr. &\q, gen.

aX6<; (fem.), 'sea', which stands for *sal- (cp.

Gk. &,, L. sex, 'six'; Gk. eTVTdc, L. septem,

'seven', etc.), whence also L. sal, gen. sails,

'sah ; sea'. See salt and cp. hali-, halo-, the first

element in Haliaeetus, Halicore, aliu-gite, and

the second element in aphthitalite, Enaliosauria.

halieutics, n., the art of fishing. — See prec. word

and -ics.

haliography, n., description of the sea. — Com-
pounded of hali-, 'sea', and Gk. -Ypa9ia, fr.

YP1X9EIV, 'to write'. See -graphy.

Haliotis, n., a genus of univalve shells (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'ear of the sea', fr. Gk. aXi;, gen.

aX6(; (fem.), 'sea', and oS?, gen. wtA?, 'ear'; so

called because of the resemblance to the ear.

See halieutic and oto-.

haliplankton, n., oceanic plankton. — ModL., fr.

Gk. oXtTrXayxTov, neut. of aKin\!x-fx.Toc„ 'sea-

wandering", which is compounded of aX?, gen.

aX6? (fem.), 'sea', and TcXayxTAi;, 'wandering',

verbal adj. of TrXdtCetv, 'to wander'. See halieutic

and plankton.

halite, n., rock salt (mineral.) — Formed with

subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. 61X1;, gen. aX6? (masc.),

'salt'. See halieutic.

halitosis, n., offensive breath. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. halitus, 'breath' (see next word), and

-osis, a suff. of Greek origin.

halitus, n., breath, exhalation. — L. halitus,

'breath', rel. to hdldre, 'to breathe'. See exhale.

haU, n. — ME. halle, hal, fr. OE. heall, hall, rel.

to OS., OHG. halla, MHG., G. halle, Du. hal,

ON. hdll, 'hall', and to OE. hell, Goth, halja,

'heir, fr. L-E. base *kel-, 'to hide, conceal',

whence also OE., OS., OHG. helan, OFris. hela,

MDu. helen, Du. (yer)helen, MHG. heln, G.

hehlen, 'to conceal', OL sdld, 'hut, house, hall,

stable', sdldh, 'hedge, enclosure, wall', Gk. xaXtS,

'hut, nest', xaXiipy], 'hut, cabin', xaXuKTEiv, 'to

cover, hide,conceal', OIr.c«!7e,'cellar,magazine',

L. cella, 'store room, granary; cell', celdre, 'to

hide, conceal', occulere, 'to cover, conceal'. See

cell and words there referred to and cp. esp.

heU, Valhalla.

hallah, n., i) a kind of cake used in offerings;

2) priest's share of the dough; 3) twisted bread

used at the Sabbath meals (Jewish religion). —
Heb. halld", 'cake', prob. meaning lit. 'perforated

(cake)', fr. hillel, Pi'el of hdldl, 'he pierced, per-

forated', whence also hallSn, 'window', hdlil,

'pipe', hdldl, 'pierced; slain'; rel. to Syr. hdltl,

'hollow', hdldld, 'a cave', Arab, khdlla, 'he per-

forated', Ethiop. hallat, 'a (hollow) reed'.

hallel, n., psalm of praise especially applied i) to

the group of Psalms 113-1 18, called the Egyptian

Hallel: 2) to Psalm 136, called the Great Hallel.

— Heb. hallSl, 'praise, song of praise', prop. inf.

used as a noun fr. hillel, 'he praised', whence the

nouns hillal, mahdldl, t'hilld", 'praise'; rel. to

Aram.-Syr. hallel, 'he praised', Arab, hdlla, 'he

shouted', hdllala, ahdlla, 'he praised (in wor-

ship)', Aram. hillUld, 'marriage song', Akkad.

aldlu, 'to shout for joy'. All these words are of

imitative origin, with the primary sense 'to trill'.

Cp. next word. Cp. also Hillel, Tehillim.

hallelujah, halleluia, interj. and n.— Heb. hall'lu-

ydh, 'praise ye the Lord', compounded ot

hall^lO, pi. imper. of hillSl, 'he praised', and the

shortened form of the Tetragrammaton. See

prec. word and Elijah and cp. alleluia.

halliard, n. — See halyard.

hallmoot, n., the court of the lord of a manor

(English hist.) — ME. halimot, lit. 'hall meet-

ing', fr. hal, 'hair, and -imot, fr. OE. gemot,

'meeting'. See hall and moot, 'meeting', and cp.

gemot, witenagemot.

hallo, halloa, interj., n. and intr. and tr. v. —
Variants of hollo.

halloo, tr. and intr. v., to incite dogs by shouting

'halloo'. — ME. halowen, fr. OF. halloer, which

is of imitative origin.

Derivatives : halloo, interj. and n.

hallow, n., now only in All-hallows. — OE. hdlga,

'a holy person', fr. hdlig, 'holy'. See holy and

cp. Halloween.

hallow, tr. v. — ME. halowen, fr. OE. hdlgian,

'to hallow', fr. hdlig, 'holy'. Cp. OS. helagdn

(fr. helag), OHG. heilagdn (fr. heilag), and see

holy.

hallow, V. — A var. of halloo.



Halloween 698 699 nammer

Halloween, n. — Shortened fr. all hallow e'en.

See hallow, n., and even, 'evening'.

Hallowmas, n., the Church festival of All-

hallows. — Shortened fr. All hallow mass. See

hallow, n., and mass.

Hallstatt, adj., pertaining to the period of pre-

historic civilization in Europe, during which

iron was introduced. — From Hallstatt, a vil-

lage in Austria, where various implements be-

longing to this period were found.

hallucinate, tr. v., to affect with visions. — L.

hallucindtus, pp. of hallucindri, more correctly

alucindri, 'to wander in mind, dream', borrowed

fr. Gk. oX-usiv, Att. aX-uciv, 'to wander in

mind', which is rel. to oX-t), 'ceaseless roaming',

aX-aaftat, aX-aEvetv, 'to wander about', aX-

e6<;, T)X-e6(;, 'distraught, foolish, roaming

about', aX-YjT/j?, 'wanderer, vagabond'. All these

words derive fr. I.-E. base *al-, 'to wander

about', whence also Lett, al-uot, 'to wander

about'. Cp. Alastor, aleatory, Aleochara. Cp.

also amble. For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

The ending -cinari in alucindri is prob. due to

the influence of vdti-cindn, 'to prophesy', used

also in the meaning 'to rave'.

Derivatives: hallucination (q.v.), hallucinat-ive,

hallucinat-ory, adjs.

hallucination, n., a vision without reality. — L.

hallucindtio, gen. -dais, 'a wandering of mind,

dreaminess', fr. hallucindtus, pp. of hallUcindn.

See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: hallucination-al, adj.

hallux, the first digit on the hind leg ofa mammal

;

the great toe of man ; the hind toe of birds (anat.)

— Medical L., a blend of L. allux and hallus,

which both mean 'the great toe'. — These Latin

words prob. stand for original *hal{d)-doik-s,

and lit. mean 'the great digit'. The first element

of this compound is cogn. with OSlav. golemU,

great, high', W. gallu, Co. gallos, 'power'; the

second element is rel. to L. digitus, 'finger',

whence digit (q.v.) See J. S. Schmidt, Die Plural-

bildungen der indogermanischen Neutra, Wei-

mar, 1889, p. 183.

Derivative: halluc-al, adj.

halm, n. — See haulm.

halma, n., a game played on a board of 256

squares, with pieces moved or jumped from one

corner to the opposite. — Gk. aXjia, 'a leap',

from the stem of aXX£<i?>ai, 'to leap', which is

cogn. with L. salire, 'to leap". See salient and -ma.

halo, n., i) a circle of light surrounding the sun

or the moon; 2) radiance surrounding a head

— F.. fr. L. halo, ace. of holds, fr. Gk. aXoj?,

'threshing floor ; disk of the sun or of the moon',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. halation,

Haloa.

Derivative: halo-ed, adj.

halo-, combining form meaning 1) 'salt; 2) sea'.

— Gk. aXo-, fr. aXi;, gen. aXoc (masc), 'salt';

(fern.) 'sea'. See halieutic.

Haloa, n., ancient Greek festival of harvest in

honor of Deraeter. — Gk. "AXGa or 'AX^a,

prop, 'threshing festival', fr. oXm?, 'threshing

floor'. See halo.

halogen, n., any of the four chemical elements

chlorine, bromine, iodine, fluorine. — Lit. 'salt-

producer', coined by the Swedish chemist Baron

Jons Jakob Berzelius (1779-1848) fr. Gk. iStXi;,

gen. 0X65 (masc), 'salt', and yevvav, 'to pro-

duce'. See halo- and -gen.

Derivative: halogen-ous, adj.

haloid, adj., resembling salt. — Compounded of

halo- and Gk. -ostSrii;, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

halomancy, n., divination by means of salt. —
Compounded of halo- and Gk. [xavTsia, 'oracle,

divination'. See -mancy.

halometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

planes and angles of salt crystals.—Compound
ed of halo- and Gk. ^isTpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

halophllous, adj., growing in salt water (said of

plants and animals). — Lit. 'salt-loving' ; com-

pounded of halo- and Gk. -iptXoi;, fr. 91X0?,

friend'. See -philous.

halophyte, n., a plant growing naturally in a soil

impregnated with salt. — Compounded of halo-

and Gk. 9ut6v, 'plant'. See -phyte.

Haloragidaceae, n. pi., a family of plants {bot.)

— A ModL. hybrid formed with suR'. -aceae fr.

halo- and Gk. pi^, gen. fio-jdc,, 'berry', which is

cogn. with L. racemus, 'cluster of grapes'. See

raceme.

haloragidaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

halse, tr. v. {obsoL), i) to conjure; 2) to greet.

— ME. halsen, 'to adjure, conjure; to greet',

fr. OE. hdlsian, 'to adjure, observe omens,

exorcise', fr. hdl, 'whole, healthy'. Cp. OHG.
heilison, 'to adjure, predict', ON. heilsa, 'to

greet', and see hail, 'to greet'.

halt, adj., lame. — ME. halt, fr. OE. healt, halt,

rel. to OS., OFris. halt, ON. haltr, OHG. halz,

Goth, halts, 'lame', and cogn. with Russ. kol-

dyka, 'lame', koldykat', 'to limp, go lame', fr.

L-E. *qeld-d-, enlargement of base *qel{a)-, 'to

break', whence Gk. x6Xo(;, 'docked, curtailed',

xoXoj36i;, of s.m., lit. 'broken'. See holt, 'small

wood', and cp. words there referred to.

halt, intr. v., to be lame. — ME. halten, fr. OE.

healtian, haltian, fr. healt, halt, 'lame'. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: halt, n., lameness, halt-ing, adj.,

halt-ing-ly, adv., halt-ing-ness, n.

halt, n., stoppage. — F. halte, fr. G. Halt, in halt-

machen, where halt is prop, the imper. of hal-

ten, 'to stop, halt', a word rel. to E. hold (q.v.)

halt, intr. v., to stop; tr. v., to make (troops)

halt. — Shortened fr. make halt, the literal ren-

dering of G. haltmachen. See prec. word.

halter, n., a rope for leading a horse.— ME. helf-

ter, helter, halter, fr. OE. hselfter, hxlftre, rel. to

MDu. halfter, halchter, Du. halster, OS. haliftra.

I
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OHG. halftra, MHG., G. halfter, 'halter', and

to OE. helma, 'rudder'. See helm, 'tiller'.

halukkah, n., support of the Jewish poor of the

Holy Land with funds collected abroad. —
Heb. haluqqd", 'division, distribution', from the

stem of hdldq, 'he divided, apportioned, as-

signed', whence also heleq, helqd", 'part, por-

tion', mafidtSqeth, 'division, course' (in Mishnaic

Hebrew: 'difference of opinion, controversy'),

rel. to Aram, hdldq, 'he divided', haldg, 'field',

helqd, hulqd, 'portion', Arab, hdlaqa, 'he meas-

ured'.

halutz, also chalutz, fem. halutzah, nalutzah, n.,

Jewish pioneer immigrant to Israel. — Heb.

halutz, passive partic. of hdldtz, 'he equipped

for war', rel. to Syr. hdlitzd, 'energetic, vigor-

ous", Akkad. halsu, 'fortification'.

halve, tr. v. — ME. halven, fr. half. See half.

halyard, halliard, haulyard, n., a rope for hoisting

sails. — ME. halier, hallyer, lit. 'that which

hales or hauls'. See haul. The ending in hal-yard

is due to a confusion with the noun yard; cp.

lanyard.

ham, n., the inner or hinder part of the knee; the

thigh of an animal (anat) — ME. hamme, fr.

OE. hamm, rel. to ON. hdm, MLG., MDu.,

MHG., dial. G. hamme, Du. ham, OHG. hamma,

and cogn. with Gk. xvy)(j.y), 'part between knee

and ankle', Olr. cndim, 'bone'. Cp. the first

element in hamshackle. Cp. also cnemial.

Derivative: hamm-y, adj.

ham, n., a hamlet, village, town; used as a sufl".

in place names (now dial. Engl.) — OE. hdm,

'dwelling, home'. See home.

hama-, combining form meaning together with;

at the same time with. — Gk. a(ia,' together

with'. See same.

hamadryad, n., a wood nymph in Greek mytho-

logy. — L. Hamadryas, gen. -adis, fr. Gk.

'Ajj-aSpuii;, chiefly in pi. 'AijiaSpuiSei;, 'hama-

dryads', i.e. 'nymphs whose life depended on

that of particular trees', lit. 'those being to-

gether with trees', fr. a(ia, 'together with', and

Sp'ji;, gen. SpudtSo?, 'nymph whose life de-

pended on that of her tree', fr. SpO;, gen. Sp'jo?,

'oak, tree'. See hama- and dryad.

hamal, also hammal, hummaul, n., a burden bearer

in Turkey. — Arab, hammdl, 'porter', fr. hd-

mala, 'he carried'.

Hamamelidaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (bot.)

— ModL., formed fr. Hamamel's with suff.

-aceae.

hamamelidaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Hamamelis, n., a genus of plants (bot.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. ani.o!.\t.T]Klz, 'a kind of medlar', which is

compounded of ajjta (see hama-) and (i^Xov,

'apple, fruit'. See Malus, 'the genus of apple

trees'.

hamartiology, n., that part of theology which

deals with sin. — Compounded of Gk. ajiap-

Tia, 'sin', and -Xoyi*. The first element derives

from the stem of afxapTdtvEiv, 'to miss the mark,

fail of one's purpose, err, sin', which is of un-

certain origin (for sense development cp. Heb.

hdtd'' 'he sinned', prop, 'he missed the mark');

cp. Nemertinea. The second element comes fr.

-Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain/manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)' ; see -logy.

hamburger, n., i) ground beef; 2) cooked patty

of ground beef; 3) sandwich made of such a

patty. — Short for Hamburger steak; named
after Hamburg in Germany.

hame, n., either of the two curved pieces lying

round the collar of a horse. — ME. hame, fr.

OE. hama, 'cover, skin', rel. to MDu. hamme,

Du. haam, 'collar of a horse', ON. hamr, 'skin,

covering', OHG. hamo, of s.m., OHG. hemidi,

'shirt', and cogn. with OI. sdmulydh, 'woolen

shirt'; fr. I.-E. base *kam-, *kem-, 'to cover'.

See heaven and cp. chemise.

hamesucken, n., assaulting of a person in his own
dwelling house. — ME. hamsoken, fr. OE. hdm-

sdcn, compounded of hdm, 'home', and .^dcn,

'attack', which is rel. to ON. sdkn, of s.m., and

to OE. secan, 'to seek; to try to get, attack'. Cp.

OFris. hdmsekenge, 'attack on a house', G.

Heimsuchung, 'visitation', and see home and

seek.

hametz, also chametz, n., leavened food; for-

bidden during Passover (Jewish religion). —
Heb. hdmetz, 'that which is leavened', from the

stem of the verb hdmetz, 'was sour, was leaven-

ed', which is rel. to Aram, hdma', of s.m. (pas-

sive part, hamt"', 'leavened'), Arab, hdmuda,

'was sour'.

Hamite, n. — Lit. a descendant of Ham', formed

with subst. suff. -ite from the name Ham, fr.

Heb. Hdm, son of Noah.

Derivative: Hamit-ic, adj.

Hamites, n., a genus of extinct cephalopods

(paleontol.) — ModL., fr. L. hdmus, 'hook'. See

hamulus and subst. suff. -ite.

hamlet, n., a small village. — ME. hamelet, fr.

MF. hamelet, dimin. of hamel (whence F. ha-

meau), itself a dimin. of OF. ham, fr. Frankish

*haim, 'home', which is rel. to OHG. heim, OE.

hdm, 'home'. See home and the dimin. suffixes.

-el and -et.

hammal, n. — See hamal.

hammam, n., a Turkish bath. — Arab, hammdm,

'bath', fr. hamma, 'became hot, was warm',

which is rel. to Heb. ham, Aram. -Syr. ham,

hdmdm, of s.m., Heb. hdm, 'heat', ham, 'hot",

hamma'', 'heat; sun' (poet.), hammdn, 'sun pil-

lar', Akkad. emmu, 'hot', ummu, 'heat'.

hammer, n. — ME. hamur, hamer, fr. OE. hamor,

hamer, rel. to OS., OHG. hamur, hamar, ON.

hamarr, Dan. hammer, Swed. hammare, MDu.,

Du., MHG. hamer, G. Hammer, 'hammer',

orig. 'stone hammer'; cogn. with OI. dsman-,

'stone; rock; sky', Avestic asman-, of s.m., Gk.

SkIjkov, '(stone) anvil', Lith. akmuo, OSlav.

kamy, 'stone'. All these words are traceable to
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I.-E. base *ak-, 'sharp, pointed'. See acrid and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : hammer, tr. and intr. v., hammer-ed,

adj., hammer-er, n., hammer-ing, n. and adj.

hammock, n., a swinging bed or couch, usually

made of canvas. — Sp. hamaca (whence also

F. hamac), of Caribbean origin. Cp. Yukuna
hamaca, Taino amaca, 'net for sleeping'.

hammock, n. — A var. of hummock.

hamose, hamous, adj., hooked. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ose, resp. -ous, fr. L. hdmus, 'hook'.

See hamulus.

hamotzi, n., name of the benediction over bread

(Jewish liturgy). — Heb. hammotzi, 'he who
brings forth' ; so called from the first of the con-

cluding words of the benediction. The word
hammotzi is formed from the article ha-, 'the',

and motzf, 'bringing forth', part. Hiph'il of

ydtzd, 'he went out', for whose etymology see

Asia.

hamper, tr. v., to impede. — ME. hampren, of

uncertain origin.

hamper, n., things that are important for a ship

but are in the way at certain times. — Fr. ham-

per, 'to impede'.

hamper, n., a large basket. — A var. of hanaper.

Derivative: hamper, tr. v., to put into a hamper.

hamshackle, tr. v., to fasten (an animal) by bind-

ing the head to a foreleg; hence, to bind, to im-

pede. — The orig. meaning prob. was 'to tie by

the hams or legs'. See ham, 'thigh', and shackle.

hamster, n., a ratlike rodent. — G., fr. MHG., fr.

OHG. hamustro (cp. OS. hamustra), fr. OSlav.

chomestorH; for the first element cp. Russ.

chomiak, 'hamster', for the second cp. Lith.

staras, of s.m.

hamstring, n. — Compounded of ham, 'thigh',

and string, n.

Derivative: hamstring, tr. v.

hamulus, n., a process resembling a small hook
(anal.) — L. hamulus, 'a small hook', dimin. of

hdmus, 'hook', which is prob. cogn. with Gk.

Xap.6; (Hesychius), 'hooked, crooked'. Cp.

Hamites, hamose.

hamza, hamzah, n., the sign of the glottal stop (')

in Arabic grammar. — Arab, hdmza", 'com-

pression' (viz. of the upper part of the wind-

pipe), fr. hdmaza, 'he compressed'.

hanap, n., a medieval goblet.— F. See next word.

hanaper, n., a case for holding documents (ar-

chaic). — OF. hanapier, 'a basket for holding

a goblet', fr. hanap, 'goblet', fr. Prankish *hnap

(whence also ML. hanappus, OProven?. enap.

It. nappo), which is rel. to OE, hniepp, OS.

hnapp, ON. hnappr, MLG., MDu., Du. nap,

OHG. hnapf, MHG., G. napf, 'cup, bowl'. Cp.

prec. word and hamper, 'a large basket'. The
first a in OF. hanap is an auxiliary vowel, which

arose from the tendency of facilitating the pro-

nunciation of the consonants hn- at the begin-

ning of the word. Cp. harangue.

faance, n., the haunch of an arch. — Prob. fr.

AF. haunce, corresponding to OF. hauce (F.

hausse), 'a raising, rise', fr. haucer (F. hausser),

'to raise'. See enhance.

hancockite, n., a complex silicate containing alu-

minum, calcium, iron, lead and other metals

(mineral.)— Named after E. P. Hancock of Bur-

lington, New Jersey. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

hand, n. — ME., fr. OE. hand, hand, rel. to OS.,

Swed., OFris., Du., G., hand, ON. hand, Dan.

haand, MDu., OHG., MHG. hant, Goth, han-

dus, 'hand'. These words prob. stand in gra-

dational relationship to OE. hentan, 'to try to

seize, attack, seize', ON. henda, 'to grasp', Goth.

-hinpan (used only in compounds), 'to seize',

and orig. meant 'the grasper'. Cp. hunt and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: hand, tr. v., hand-ed, adj., handle

(q.v.), handy (q.v.)

handcuff, n. — Compounded of hand and cuff, n.

Cp. OE. hondcops, 'a pair of handcuffs'.

handful, adj. — ME., fr. OE. handfutl. See hand

and -ful.

handgrip, n. — ME., fr. OE. handgripe, 'a grasp

of the hand'. See hand and grip.

handicap, n. — For hand in cap, orig. a kind of

lottery game, in which the forfeit money was

held in the hand in a cap.

Derivatives: handicap, tr. v., handicapp-er, n.

handicraft, n. — Altered (on analogy of handi-

work) fr. handcraft, fr. OE. handcraeft, 'skill of

the hand, handicraft'. See hand and craft.

handiwork, n. — ME. handiwerk, fr. OE. hand-

geweorc, compounded of hand and geweorc,

'work' (in a collective sense), fr. weorc, 'work'

(see hand and work); the / in handiwork is the

regular English equivalent of OE. ge-; see y-.

handkerchief, n. — Compounded of hand and

kerchief. Etymologically the word contains a

contradiction, since kerchief denotes a covering

for the head, fr. OF. couvrechef, couvrechief, lit.

'cover-head'. Cp. neckerchief.

handle, tr. v. — ME. handlen, fr. OE. handlian,

'to touch with the hands; to handle; to treat',

rel. to ON. hondla, 'to seize, capture; to treat',

Dan. handle, 'to trade, deal; to act', Swed.

handla, 'to trade', OFris. handelia, hondetia, 'to

seize, handle', Du. handelen, 'to trade, deal;

to act', OHG. hantalon, 'to touch with the

hands', MHG., G. handeln, 'to bargain, trade,

deal; to act'. See hand and verbal suff. -le.

handle, n. — ME. handele, fr. OE. handle; lit.

'that which is held b> the hand', fr. hand. See

hand and instrumental suff. -le.

handless, adj. — ME. handles. See hand and

-less.

handling, n. — ME. handlinge, fr. OE. handlung,

formed fr. handlian with suff. -ung. See handle,

v., and -ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

handsel, hansel, n., a gift made as a token of luck

(archaic). — ME. handsale, hansel, fr. ON.
handsal, 'the closing of a bargain by joining

I
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hands', lit. 'hand sale'. Cp. Dan. handsel, Swed.

handsol, and see hand and sale,

handsome, adj. — ME. handsom, lit. 'easy to

handle, treatable', compounded of hand and

1st -some. Cp. MDu. handsaem (Du. handzaam),

'treatable', which is the exact etymological

equivalent of E. handsome.

Derivatives: handsome-ly, adv., handsome-

ness, n.

handy, adj. — The original meaning was 'done

by the hand' ; formed fr. hand with suff. -y (re-

presenting OE. -ig).

Derivatives: handi-ly, adv., handi-ness, n.

hang, tr. and intr. v. — Prop, a blend of three

related verbs: i) ME. hon, fr. OE. hdn (for

*hohan), tr. v., to cause to hang; to execute by

hanging'; rel. to OS., OHG., Goth, hdhan, tr.

verbs, MHG. hdhen, tr. and intr. v.; 2) ME.
hangen, hongen, fr. OE. hangian, intr. and tr. v.

;

rel. to OS. hangon, ON. hanga, OFris. hangia,

hongia, OHG. hangen, MHG. hangen, G. han-

gen, hangen, intr. verbs, Dan. hsenge, Swed.

hdnga, Du. hangen, intr. and tr. verbs; 3) ME.
hengen, hingen, fr. ON. hengja, 'to cause to

hang', causative oi hanga: rel. to OHG., MHG.
hengen, G. hangen, tr. verbs. All these words

derive fr. Teut. *hanhan, corresponding to I.-E.

base *keruj-, *konq-, 'to waver, be in suspense',

whence Hitt. gang-, kank-, 'to hang', OI. sdn-

kate, 'wavers', L. cdnctdri, 'to delay'. Cp. cunc-

tation. Cp. also hangar, hank, hanker, hinge.

Derivatives: hang, n., hang-er, n., hang-ing, n.

and adj.

hangar, n., a shed for airplanes and airships. —
F., 'shed', prob. cogn. with ML. angarium, 'a

shed for shoeing horses', and ult. traceable to

OHG. hangian, 'to hang'; see hang. Accord-

ingly hangar orig. denoted a place where horses

were suspended for the sake of being shod. See

Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 301 s.v. hangar.

hangnail, n.— Altered fr. agnail. Folk etymology

explained this word as the compound of hang

and nail.

hanif, n., a faithful Moslem. — Arab, hanif, fr.

Aram, hdniph, 'hypocrite, heathen, heretic',

which is rel. to Heb. hdniph (verb), 'he was

wicked', hehentph, 'he polluted' (in Mishnaic

Hebrew: 'he was hypocritical, he flattered'),

hdniph (adj.), 'wicked, profane, impious', hd-

ruippd", 'profaneness, wickedness, impiety', Ak-
kad. hanpu, 'ruthlessness', handpu, 'to exercise

ruthlessness toward'.

bank, n., a coil or skein of yam. — Prob. of

Scand. origin. Cp. ON. honk, 'coil, hank',

hanki, "hasp, clasp', Swed. hanka, 'to tie up',

Dan. hank, 'handle', which are rel. to MLG.
hank, 'handle', OHG., MHG. henken, 'to hang'

(tr.), whence G. Henkel, 'handle'. OHG., MHG.
henken is a collateral form of hengen. (G. han-

gen and henken are differentiated in sense; the

former means 'to cause to hang, to hang', the

latter, 'to execute by hanging'). See hang.

hank, tr. v., to form into hanks. — ME. hanken,

fr. ON. hanka, 'to coil', fr. honk, 'coil'. See

hank, n.

hanker, intr. v., to long for or after. — Flem.

hankeren, 'to long for', rel. to Du. honkeren,

hunkeren, intensive and freq. of hangen, 'to

hang'. See hang.

Derivatives: hanker, n., hanker-er, n., hanker-

ing, verbal n., hanker-ing-ly, adv.

hanky-panky, n., jugglery, hocus-pocus. —
Coined on analogy of hokey-pokey (q.v.)

Hannah, i) fern. PN.; 2) in the Bible, the mother

of the prophet Samuel. — Heb. flannd", lit.

'graciousness', from the stem of hdndn, 'he was

gracious, showed favor', whence also hen,

'favor, grace', hinnom, 'for nothing, gratuitous-

ly', hannun, 'gracious', t^h'nnd'*, tahdndn, 'sup-

plication for favor'; rel. to Aram, (idndn, Syr.

han, Arab, hdnna, 'was favorable, merciful',

Akkad. jihnanuni, 'he has mercy on me', jenni-

nunu, 'he has mercy on us'. Cp. the first ele-

ment in the Punic PN. Hannibhd'al, 'Hannibal',

lit. 'my favor is with Baal'. Cp. also Ann, Jane,

Jenny, Joanna, John.

Hansard, n., official reports of the Parliament at

Westminster. — So called fr. Luke Hansard

(1752- 1 828) and his descendants, printers of

these reports.

Derivative: Hansard-ize, tr. v., to confront (a

member of Parliament) with his former state-

ments as recorded in Hansard.

Hansa, n., medieval guild of merchants. — MF.
hanse, fr. MLG. hanse, 'merchants' guild', fr.

OHG. hansa, 'troop of warriors', which is rel.

to Goth, hansa, 'troop, company, multitude',

OE. hos, 'attendants, retinue'. Finn, kansa,

'people, society', Russ.-Karelian kanza, 'syna-

gogue' are Teut. loan words.

Hanseatic, adj., pertaining to the Hansa. — ML.
Hanseaticus. See prec. word and -atic.

hansom, n., also hansom cab, a light, covered

hackney carriage. — Named after its inventor

Joseph Aloysius Hansom (1803-82), a famous

English architect.

Hanukkah, also Chanukkah, n., the Feast of

Dedication (Jewish religion). — Heb. hanukkd",

'dedication', consecration', fr. hdndkh, 'he dedi-

cated, consecrated, trained up', which is de-

nominated fr. hekh (for *hink), 'palate', and

orig. meant 'to rub the palate of a child with

chewed dates'. Cp. Arab, hdnak, 'palate'

(whence hdnnaka, 'he rubbed the palate of a

child', kanaka, 'he taught, instructed'), which

is rel. to Heb. hekh (see above). Heb. hdntkh,

"trained, experienced', Mishnaic Heb. hinnekh,

'he dedicated, inaugurated ; he accustomed' (in

ModHeb. 'he brought up, educated'), hin-

nOkh, 'inauguration; accustoming' (in ModHeb.
'education'), are derivatives of hdndkh. Cp.

Enoch.

hap, n., chance. — ME. happe, hap, fr. ON. happ,

'good luck', which is rel. to OE. gehxp, 'fit, con-
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venient', Swed. hampa sig, 'to occur, happen',

and cogn. with OSlav. kobu, 'fate, foreboding,

omen', Olr. cob, 'victory'. Cp. happy, perhaps,

hap, intr. v., to happen. — ME. happen, fr. hap,

'chance'. See prec. word and cp. happen,

hap, tr. v., to snap, seize (o6w/.) — F. happer, a

Teut. loan word of imitative origin. Cp. Du.

/(appen,'tosnap ;tobite',G. Wappe/i.'a mouthful'.

bapax legomenon, a word occurring only once.—
Gk. ocTtaS >.eY6txcvov, 'once said'. Gk. a-Tta^,

'once', is a compound word whose first element

corresponds to I.-E. *srp-, 'one' ; the second is

rel. to Gk. Tnjyvuvai, 'to make firm or fast', and

cogn. with L. pangere, 'to join, make firm' ; see

haplo- and pact. Gk. XeY6|jiEvov is neut. pass,

pres. part, of Xsystv, 'to say' ; see lecture. For

the Greek pass. suff. -[xevo? see alumnus and cp.

words there referred to.

haphazard, n. — Compounded of hap, 'chance',

and hazard.

Derivatives : haphazard, adj., haphazard-ly, adv.,

haphazard-ness, n.

haphtarah, also spelled haftarah, n., a portion of

the Prophets read in the synagogue, immediately

after the reading of the Torah, on Sabbaths,

feasts and fasts. — Mishnaic Heb. haphtdrd'^,

lit. 'conclusion', short for hapfhdrd" h^nabht',

'conclusion with a prophet(ic portion)', verbal

noun of hiphttr. 'he concluded', also 'discarded,

dismissed', Hiph'il of Bibl. Heh.pdtdr,'hs broke

through, split, separated, removed' (in Mishnaic

Hebrew: 'he discharged, acquitted; he exempt-

ed'), rel. to Arab, fdrara, 'he cleft, split; he

created', Ethiop. fatdra, 'he created', Aram.-

Syr. pUar, 'he departed', Akkad. patdni, 'to

break through', iptiru, 'ransom'.

hapless, adj. — Formed with suff. -less fr. hap,

'chance' (taken in the now obsol. sense 'good

luck').

Derivatives; hapless-ly, adv., hapless-ness, n.

haplo-, combining form meaning 'simple, single,

simply, once'. — Fr. Gk. (xttXooi;, avrXout;,

'simple, single', compounded of a- (fr. I.-E.

*sm-), 'one, together', and -tz'Xo-oi;, '-fold',

wliich is cogn. with L. -plus, -plex, of s.m. For

the first element see same and cp. words there

referred to; for the second see ply, 'to bend',

and cp. -fold. Cp. aplome, Aplopappus, hapax

legomenon, hexapla, tetrapla.

haplography, n., copyist's error consisting in

writing only once a letter or letters that should

have been written twice. — Compounded of

haplo- and Gk. -ypatpia, fr. ypicfzvi, 'to write'.

See -graphy.

haplology, n., contraction of a word through the

omission of one of two adjacent similar syllab-

les. — Compounded of haplo- and Gk. -Xoyta,

fr. -XoYo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

-logy. The following words owe their form to hap-

lology :ampAo/'a, Anthrenus, Artamus, calamint,

calamitous, cardamom, England, Erysiphe,fardel.
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'fourth part', fastidious, fibula, formic, formi-

cide, gratulate, Gymnotus, hirundine, homily,

-itous, Lentibulariaceae, limitrophe, megaron,

mineralogy, monomial, nuncio, onomancy, paci-

fism, pacifist, palmistry, procuress, pulmotor,

quercitron, stipend, surgery, symbology, Tagetes,

tragicomedy, viper, volumeter.

haply, adv., by chance {archaic). — Formed fr.

hap, 'chance', with adv. suff. -ly.

happen, intr. v. — ME. happenen, hapenen, hap-

nen, fr. happen, 'to happen'. See hap, 'to hap-

pen', and verbal suff. -en.

Derivative: happen-ing, n.

happy, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -y fr. hap,

'chance' (taken in the now obsol. sense 'good

luck').

Derivatives : happi-ly, adv., happi-itess, n.

Hapsburg, n., also Habsburg. — G. Habshurg,

from the castle of Habsburg or Habichtsburg on

the Aar in Switzerland, lit. 'hawk's castle'. See

hawk and burgh.

hapteron, n., a special organ by which certam

plants are fixed to rocks (bot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. aTTTeiv, 'to touch, fasten'. See hapto-.

haptic, pertaining to the sense of touch. — Gk.

k-Kny-bq, 'able to seize or touch', fr. ixtito;,

'tangible', fr. arcTetv, 'to touch, fasten". See

hapto-.

hapto-, combining form denoting contact. — Fr.

Gk. (XTTTEiv, 'to touch, fasten; to kindle'. See

apsis and cp. words there referred to.

hara-kiri, n., suicide by disembowelment. —
Vulgar Jap., lit. 'belly cutting', fr. hara, 'belly',

and kiri, 'to cut'.

harangue, n., a formal speech. — ME. aiang,

fr. MF. arenge, harangue (F. harangue), prob.

fr. It. aringare, 'to harangue', fr. aringo, 'public

place for assemblies and horse races', fr. Goth.

*hriggs (pronounced *hrings), 'circle'; see

Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 301 s.v. harangue.

Cp. OE., OHG. hring, 'circle, ring', and see

ring, n. The first a in harangue is an auxiliary

vowel with the aim of facilitating the pronun-

ciation of the consonants hn at the beginning of

the word. Cp. hanaper.

harangue, tr. and intr. v. — F. haranguer. fr. ha-

rangue. See harangue, n.

Derivative : harangu-er, n.

haras, n., a stud farm (archaic). — OF. haraz (F.

haras), 'stud', prob. fr. Arab, fdras, 'horse', the

change of/to h being prob. due to Gascon influ-

ence. Arab./ara5(whence/(JTO, 'horseman') is rel.

to Heb. pardsh, Ethiop. paras, 'horse'. Heb.

parash, Aram, pardsh, Syr. parrdshd, 'horse-

man'. Cp. harridan,

harass, tr. v., to trouble, worry. — F. harasser,

fr. OF. harer, 'to set dogs on', fr. hare, cry to

set dogs on, which is of imitative origin.

Derivatives: harass-er, n., harass-ment, n.

harbinger, n., a forerunner. — Formed—with in-

sertion of n—fr. ME. herbergeour, fr. OF. her-

bergeor, 'provider of lodging', fr. herbergier
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(whence F. heberger), 'to provide lodgings for',

fr. herberge, 'lodging, shelter', fr. Prankish

*heriberga, 'lodging, inn', orig. 'army shelter',

which is rel. to OHG., OS. heriberga, OFris.,

MLG. herberge, 'lodging, inn'. Cp. OProven?.
alberga (whence F. auberge) and It. albergo, 'inn',

and see next word. The n in harbinger is intrusive.

Cp. messenger, passenger, porringer, scavenger.

harbor, harbour, n. — ME. hereberge, herberwe,

prob. fr. ON. herbergi, fr. MLG. herberge, 'lod-

ging, inn', orig. 'army shelter', fr. MLG. here,

'army', and the stem of bergen, 'to protect, de-

fend, shelter'. The first element is rel. to OE.
here, OHG. heri, 'army' ; see harry and cp. prec.

word. For the second element see bury and cp,

borrow, Cp. the first element in arriere-ban and
the second element in Walter. For the change of

ME. e (in hereberge, herberwe) to E. a (in harbor)

cp. arbor, 'a shady retreat', carve.

harbor, harbour, tr. and intr. v. — ME. here-

bergen, herberwen, fr. hereberge, herberwe. See

harbor, n.

Derivatives : harbo(u)r-er, n.

hard, adj. — ME. hard, fr. OE. heard, rel. to

hearde (adv.), 'extremely', OS., Du. hard, ON.
hardr (adj.), 'hard', ON. harda (adv.), 'very',

Dan. hoard, Swed. hdrd, 'hard', OHG. harto

(adv.), 'extremely, very', harti, herti (adj.),

'hard', MHG. harte (adv.), 'very', herte (adj.),

'hard', G. hart, Goth, hardus, 'hard', fr. I.-E.

base *qar-, 'hard'. Fr. I.-E. *qret-, *qft-, a

-^enlargement of base *qar-, derive Gk. xpa-

T0(;, Ion. xapTo;, Aeol. zpsTO?, 'strength', Gk.
xpaTuf;, 'strong'. Cp. hardy, -ard, arditi, and the

second element in Bernard, Everard, Gerard,

Gunther, Leonard, Reynard. Cp. also acratia,

-cracy, the first element in Epicrates, pancratium.

Cp. I.-E. *quar-q-, whence OI. karkafafi, 'crab',

karkarah, 'rough, hard', Gk. xapxivo?, 'crab',

L. cancer (dissimilated fr. *carcro-), 'crab, ulcer,

cancer'. See cancer and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: hard, adv. (q.v.), hard, n., harden

(q.v.), hardly (q.v.), hardship (q.v.), hardy (q.v.)

hard, adv. — ME. harde, fr. OE. hearde, 'ex-

tremely', rel. to ON. harda (adv.), 'very', OE.
heard, adj., 'hard'. See hard, adj.

harden, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hardnen, fr. hard.

See hard, adj., and verbal suff. -en.

Derivatives: harden-er, n., harden-ing, n.

hardly, adv. — ME., fr. OE. heardlice. See hard,

adj., and adv. suff. -ly.

hardness, n. — ME. hardnesse, fr. OE. heardnes.

See hard, adj., and -ness.

hardock, n., burdock. — Compounded of OE.
hdr, 'gray, hoary' (see hoar), and dock, 'the

plant'.

hards, n. pi. — See hurds.

hardship, n. — ME. hardscipe. See hard, adj.,

and -ship.

hardy, adj. — ME. hardi, fr. OF. (= F.) hardi,

'bold, daring, fearless', prop. pp. of hardir, 'to

make bold', fr. Frankish *hardjan, 'to harden',

which is rel. to OHG. herten, OFris. he'da,

O.N. herda, O.S. herdian, OE. hierdan, Goth.
ga-hardjan, 'to harden', OHG. harti, herti, OE.
heard, 'hard'. See hard, adj., and cp. foolhardy.

Derivative: Aari/y, tr. v., to make hardy ?' intr. v.,

to become hardy.

hardy, n., blacksmith's short chisel. — Formed
fr. hard, adj., with suff. -y.

hare, n. — ME. hare, fr. OE. hara, rel. to ON.
heri, Dan., Swed. hare, OFris. hasa, MDu. hase,

Du. haas, OHG. haso, MHG., G. hase, 'hare'.

These words lit. denote the gray animal, and
are rel. to OE. hasu, OHG. hasan, 'gray', ON.
hoss (for *haswa-), 'grayish brown', and cogn.

with 01. sasdh, Afghan soe, OPruss. sasins, W.
ceinach, 'hare', L. cdnus (for *cas-nos), 'gray,

hoary, white', cascus, 'old' (orig. 'gray', whence
'gray with age'). For sense development cp.

Russ. serjak, 'gray hare', fr. sery], 'gray'. Cp.

harrier, hound used for hunting hares'. Cp. also

canescent.

hare, tr. v., to frighten (obsol.) — Rel. to harry.

Cp. the first element in harum-scarum.

harem, n., women's section in an Oriental house.

— Arab, hartm, 'sacred, forbidden*, fr. hdrama,

'he forbade', hdruma, 'was forbidden', rel. to

Ethiop. hardma, 'he prohibited from common
use, he devoted to God', Heb. hehertm, 'he

banned, devoted to destruction, excommunicat-

ed', herem, 'person or thing devoted to destruct-

ion'. See herem and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also harmattan, ihram, Muharram.
haricot, n., ragout, meat. — F., fr. OF. harigoter,

'to cut in pieces' ; of unknown origin.

haricot, n., kidney bean. — F., fr. NahuatI aya-

cotli; influenced in form by F. haricot, 'ragout'.

hark, tr. and intr. v., to listen. — ME. herkien,

herken, intensive form of the v. hear (to which

it stands in the same relationship as talk to tell

and lurk to lower); rel. to OFris. harkia, herkia,

MLG., MDu. horken, OHG. horechen, MHG.
horchen, G. horchen, 'to hearken, listen'. Cp.

hearken.

harken, v. — A var. of hearken.

harl, harle, n., fiber of flax or hemp. — ME, herle,

'fiber', rel. to MLG. herle, harle; of uncertain

origin.

harl, tr. v., to drag; intr. v., to drag oneself along

(Scot.) — ME. harlen, of uncertain origin.

Harlequin, n., i) a leading character in panto-

mime; 2) (not cap.) a clown, buffoon. — F.

harlequin (whence It. arlecchino), fr. OF. Helle-

quin, Hierlekin, 'leader of a demon troop called

maisnie Hellequin, maisnie Hierlekin. The name
is traceable to Herrequin, the count of Boulogne,

whose sudden death in 882 was regarded as a

fit punishment for his wickedness (he had
waged war against his uncle). See Kluge-Mitzka,
EWDS., p. 289, s.v. Harlekin. F. arlequin was
reborrowed fr. It. arlecchino.

harlequinade, n., a piece in which the Harlequin
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plays a leading part. — F. arlequinade, fr. arle-

quin. See prec. word and -ade.

hanot, n. — ME. harlot, herloi, 'vagabond', fr.

OF. harlot, herlot, arlot, 'lad, vagabond', which

is rel. to OProven?. arlot, Sp. arlote, 'vagabond',

It. arlotto, 'hedge priest'; of uncertain origin.

Derivative : harlot-ry, n.

harm, n. — ME. hearm, herm, harm, fr. OE.

hearm, rel. to OS. harm, ON. harmr, OFris.

herm, ORG. haram, harm, MHG., G. harm,

'grief, sorrow, harm', and cogn. with Pers.

sharm, 'shame', OSlav. sramu (metathesized fr.

*sormu), of s.m.

Derivatives: Aarm, v. (q.v.), harm-ful, adj., harm-

ful-ly, adv., harm-ful-ness, n., harm-less, adj.,

harm-less-ty, adv., harm-less-ness, n.

harm, tr. v. — ME. hermen, harmen, fr. OE.

hearmian, 'to injure, harm', fr. hearm. See

harm, n.

harmal, harmala, harmel, n., the wild rue {Pega-

num harmala). — ModL., fr. Gk. dp(iaXa, fr.

Arab, harmal, 'rue'.

harmattan, n., a dry wind, charged with dust,

blowing from the Sahara to the Atlantic coast.

— Sp. harmatdn, fr. Fanti haramata, fr. Arab.

hardm, 'a forbidden thing', used in the sense of

'an evil thing', from the stem othdrama, 'he for-

bade', hdruma, 'was forbidden'. See harem.

Harmonia, n., the wife of Cadmus in Greek my-

thology. — L., fr. Gk. "AptiovtS, lit. 'concord'.

See harmony,

harmonic, adj. — L. harmonicus, fr. Gk. apfio-

vi.x6(;, 'fitting, harmonious ; skilled in music', fr.

apfAoviS. See harmony and -ic.

Derivatives: harmonic-al, adj., harmonic-al-ly,

adv., harmonics (q.v.)

harmonica, n,, an instrument consisting of a

series of glasses {mus.)— Fr. L. harmonica, fem.

of harmonicus; see prec. word. The name har-

monica was given to this instrument by its in-

ventor Benjamin Franklin (he spelled it ar-

monica).

harmonicon, n., a small mouth organ (mus.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. api^ovixov, neut. of aptJ,ovix6i;.

See harmonic.

harmonics, n., the science of musical harmony.

See harmonic and -ics.

harmonious, adj. — F. harmonieux (fem. har-

monieuse), fr. harmonie, fr. L. harmonia. See

harmony and -ous.

Derivatives: harmonious-ly, adv., harmonious-

ness, n.

harmoniphon, harmoniphone, n., an obsolete wind

instrument (mus) — Compounded of Gk.

ap[>iovta, 'harmony', and -9<ovo!;, 'sounding', fr.

tpojvT), 'sound, voice'. See harmony and phone,

'speech sound'.

harmonist, n. — See harmonize and -ist.

Derivatives: harmonist-ic, adj., harmonist-ic-al-

ly, adv.

harmonium, n., a small reed organ (mus.) —
ModL., coined by the French organ maker
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Alexandre-Francois Debain (1809-77) fr. L.

harmonia. See harmony,

harmonize, tr. and intr. v. — F. harmomser,{r.

harmonie. See harmony and -ize.

Derivatives: harmoniz-ation, n., harmoniz-er, n.

harmonometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the harmonic relations of musical sounds. —
F. harmonomitre. See harmony and meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

harmony, n. — ME. harmonie, fr. F. harmonie, fr.

L. harmonia, fr. Gk. apfiovla, 'a fitting together,

joining, proportion, concord, agreement, music-

al harmony', which is rel. to apjioiCstv, 'to fit

together, adapt, accomodate', apiioi;, 'a join-

ing', fr. L-E. base *ar-, 'to join'. See arm, 'the

upper limb', and cp. words thefe referred to.

Cp. also Harmonia, harmonic?, harmonicon,

harmonium,

harness, n. — ME. harneis, herheis, fr. OF. har-

neis, herneis, harms (F. harnais), fr. ON. *her-

nest, 'provisions for the arniy'. The first ele-

ment is rel. to OE. here, OHG. heri, 'army'; see

harry and cp. words there referred to. The se-

cond element is rel. to OE. nest, 'provisions',

and to OE., OS., OHG. nerian, MHG. nerigen,

nern, G. nahren, Goth, nasjan, 'to nourish', lit. 'to

cause to recover', fr. OE. genesan, resp. OS.,

OHG., ginesan, MHG., G. genesen, Goth.

ganisan, 'to recover'; see nostalgia. MHG. har-

nxst, harnas (whence G. Hctrnisch), 'harness,

armor', is reborrowed fr. OF. harnais.

harness, tr. v. — ME. harneisen, fr. harneis. See

harness, n.

Derivatives: harness-ed, adj., harness-er, n,,

harness-ry, n.

haro, interj. — A var. of harrow, interj.

Harold, masc. PN. — OE. Harald, Harold, fr.

ON. Haraldr, fr. Teut. *Hariwald, lit. 'ruler of

the army', compounded of *harja (whence ON.

herr, OE. here, etc.), 'host, army', and *waldan

(whence ON. valda, OE. wealdan, etc.), 'to rule'.

For the first element see harry and cp. harbor,

for the second element see wield. Cp. herald,

Walter.

harp, n. — ME. harpe, fr. OE. hearpe, rel. to

ON. harpa, Du. harp, OHG. harpfa, MHG.
harphe, harfe, G. Harfe. These words lit. mean

*an instrument plucked with the crooked fin-

gers', and are rel. to ON. herpask, 'to contract

(one's fingers)', and cogn. with Russ. kordbit',

'to bend', Gk. xpanpo,;, 'shriveled'. It., OProv-

en?., Catal., Sp., Port, arpa are Teut. loan

words. See rumple, v., and cp. arpeggio and

the first element in harpsichord,

harp, intr. v. — ME. harpien, fr. OE. hearpian,

'to play the harp', fr. hearpe. See harp, n.

harpagon, n., a grappling hook.— L. harpago, fr.

harpaga, 'hook', fr. Gk. apTrayTi, 'hook; rake',

from the stem of apTtaJieiv, 'to grasp, seize; to

plunder". See harpy and cp. next word.

Harpagon, n., the chief character in Moliere's

rAvare, the typical miser. — F., fr. L. harpago.

I
I
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'grappling hook', whence, figuratively, 'a rap-

acious person'. See prec. word.

Harpalus, n., a genus of beetles (entomol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. apTraXsoi;, 'attractive, pleasant;

devouring, greedy', formed with dissimilation

fr. aXnoLXkoQ and rel. to &\-r:icToq, iSXTtvidToi;,

'sweetest, loveliest' (superl. of obsol. fiXito?,

SXttvoi;), fr. I.-E. *wjp-, zero degree of base

*welp-, whence Gk. IXniz, 'hope'. Base *wel-p-

is a -p-enlargement of base *wel-, 'to will, wish,

hope, choose', whence L. void, velle, 'to will,

wish'. See voluntary,

harper, n. — ME. harpere, fr. OE. hearpere, fr.

hearpe. See harp, n., £ind agential suff. -er.

harpings, n. pi., the stout wales round the bow
of a vessel (naut) — Rel. to harpoon,

harpist, n., a harper. — A hybrid coined fr. harp

and -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

harpoon, n., a barbed spear used against whales,

etc. — Fr. earlier E. harpon, prob. fr. Du. har-

poen, fr. MDu. harpoen (whence also earlier G.

Harpon, G. Harpune), fr. OF. harpon, 'clamp,

grappling iron, harpoon' (whence F. harpon,

'harpoon'), fr. OF. (= F.) harpe, 'claw', fr. OF.

(= MF.) harper, 'to seize, grapple', which is

prob. of Teut. origin. Cp. ON. herpask, 'to con-

tract (one's fingers)', and see harp. F. harpon

was influenced in meaning by an association

with Late L. harpe (fr. Gk. ocpTn)), 'sickle', with

which, however, it is not connected.

Derivatives: harpoon, tr. v., harpoon-er, n.

harpsichord, n., a keyboard stringed instrument,

forerunner of the piano (mus.) — Earlier harp-

sechord, fr. obsol. F. harpechorde, fr. It. arpi-

cordo, which is compounded of arpa, 'harp', and

corda, 'string, chord'. See harp and chord,

harpy, n., l) any of several rapacious monsters in

Greek mythology; 2) a rapacious person.

— F. harpie, fr. L. harpyia, fr. Gk. apjcutat

(pi.), lit. 'snatchers', which is rel. to apTTV],

'sickle', apirat^etv, 'to snatch, seize', apredcYT],

'hook; rake', apTra^, 'rapacious', prob. fr. I.-E.

base *srep-, "sfp-, 'to seize, rob', whence also

OSlav. srupH, 'sickle', Russ. serp', Lith. sirpe,

of s.m. Base *srep-, *srp- is prob. rel. to base

*rep-, whence Gk. ipinxsaO^oLi, 'to pluck off',

L. rapere, 'to seize and carry off' . See rapid and cp.

sarmentose.

harquebus, also arquebus, n., an early form of

firearm. — F. arquebuse, harquebuse, fr. MDu.
hakebusse (Du. haakbus), fr. hake, 'hook', and

busse, 'box, tube, gun', hence lit. meaning 'hook

gun'. Cp. G. Hakenbiichse and see hook and

box, 'case'. Cp. also hackbut. The alteration of

the Dutch word into F. arquebus. It. arcobugio

is due to a confusion of the first element of the

word with F. arc, resp. It. arco (see arc). The
second element in F. arque-buse owes its form

to the influence of F. buse, 'buzzard' (see buz-

zard), taken in a figurative sense to denote a

weapon ; the ending of It. arcobugio is due to a

confusion with It. bugio, 'hole'.

harsh

Derivative: arquebus-ier, harquebus-ier, n.

harridan, n., a disreputable old woman. — Prob.

formed with change of suffix fr. F. haridelle, 'a

worn-out horse, a jade; a tall gaunt woman',

which is prob. rel. to P. haras, 'stud'. See haras.

harrier, n., a hound used for hunting hares. —
Formed fr. hare, n., with suff. -ier.

harrier, n., any of the hawks of the genus Circus.

— Lit. 'that which harries'. See harry and -ier.

Harriet, also Harriot, fem. PN. — E. equivalent

of F. Henriette, fem. dimin. of Henri. See

Henrietta.

Harrisbuck, n., also Harris buck, the sable

antelope. — Named after the engineer William

Cornwallis Harris (1807-48), who first des-

cribed it.

Harrisia, n., a genus of cacti. — ModL., named

after William Harris (1860-1920), a Jamaican

botanist. For the ending see suff. -ia.

harrisite, n., a plutonic rock (petrogr.) — So

called from Harris, on the Isle of Rum in the

Hebrides. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

harrow, n., an agricultural implement. — ME.
haru, harwe, rel. to ON. harfr, herfi, 'harrow',

and to OE. hxrfest, OHG. herbist, 'harvest'. See

harvest.

Derivatives: harrow, tr. v., harrow-er, n., har-

row-ing, n. and adj., harrow-ing-ly, adj., harrow-

ing-ness, n.

harrow, tr. v., to harry (archaic). — OE. hergian.

See next word.

harry, tr. v., i) to ravage; 2) to harass. — ME.

harien, herien, fr. OE. hergian, 'to ravage, lay

waste', rel. to ON. herja, 'to make a raid, to

plunder', OHG. herion, MHG. hern, 'to ravage,

plunder', OHG. firherion, MHG. verhern, 'to

destroy by war', G. verheeren, 'to destroy'.

These words lit. mean 'to afflict with, or destroy

by, an army', being denominated fr. OE. here,

resp. ON. herr (whence Dan. hxr, Swed. hdr),

OHG. hari, heri, MHG. her, G. Heer, 'host,

army', which are rel. to OS., OFris. heri, Du.

heir, Goth, harjis, of s.m. These latter words

orig. meant 'that which pertains to war', and

are cogn. with Lith. karas, 'war, quarrel', kare,

'war', karias, 'host, army', OPruss. karjis,

'army', OSlav. kara, 'strife', Mir. cuire, 'troop',

OPers. kdra, 'host, army', Gk. xoipavot;, 'ruler,

leader, commander' (prop, 'leader of an army',

fr. *xoLpa, for *x6pia, 'army'). Cp. prec. word.

Cp. also the first element in arriere-ban, har-

bmger, harbor, harness, Harold, herald, Herbert,

heretoga, heriot, Herman, hership, and the

second element in Lothario, Oliver, Walter.

Harry, masc. PN. — F. Henri. See Henry.

harsh, adj. — ME. harsk, of Scand. origin. Cp.

Dan., Norw., harsk, Swed. hdrsk, 'rancid',

which are rel. to MLG., G. harsch, 'harsh,

rough, raw'; fr. I.-E. base *qars-, 'to scrape,

scratch, rub', whence Lith. karsiii, kafsti, 'to

comb', OSlav. krasta (for *korsta), Russ.

kordsta, 'itch', MLG. harst, 'rake', L. carrere.



hart

'to card (wool)', carduus, 'thistle', OI. kasati

(for *kar?ati), 'rubs, scratches', kasdyah, 'acid,

sharp', kufthab, 'leprosy'. Cp. card, 'machine for

combing', and words there referred to.

Derivatives: harsh-ly, adv., harsh-ness, n.

hart, n., a male deer. — ME. hert, heart, fr. OE.

heorot, heart, rel. to ON. hjortr, Dan., Swed.

hjort, OS. hirot, OFris., Du. hert, OHG. hirus,

hirs, MHG. Ai'rj, G. Hirsch, 'deer, stag, hart',

ON. hrutr, 'ram', and cogn. with W. carw, Co.

carow, L. cervM5, 'deer'. All these words derive

fr. I.-E. base *ker-, 'the uppermost part of the

body, head, horn, top, summit', and lit. mean

'the homed animal'. See horn and cp. cervine.

Cp. also hurt, rother.

hartal, n., cessation of all work, esp. a sign of

protest.— Hind, hartal, for haftdl, fr. OI. haUah,

'market', and tdJah, 'lock, bolt'.

hartebeest, hartbeest, n., a large S. African ante-

lope. — S. Afr. Du., compounded of Du. hart

(an earlier collateral form of hert), 'deer, stag',

and beest, 'beast', fr. MDu. beeste, beest, fr.

OF. beste. See hart and beast,

hartshorn, n., ammonium carbonate. — Lit.

hart^s horn: so called because orig. obtained

from antlers of hart.

barum-scarum, adj., reckless {calloq.) — Facet-

ious formation from the verbs hare and scare,

haruspex, n., an ancient Roman soothsayer. —
L., for haruspex, 'inspector of the entrails'. The

first element is rel. to L. hernia, 'rupture', and

cogn. with Gk. xopSifi, 'gut', OE. gearn, 'yam'.

See yam and cp. hernia and chord. For the se-

cond element see species.

harvest, n. — ME. hervest, harveste, 'autumn', fr.

OE. hserfesl, of s.m., rel. to OS. hervist, OFris.

Du. herfst, OHG. herbist, MHG. herbest,herbst,

G. Herbst, 'autumn', ON. haust, Dan. h0st,

Swed. host, 'harvest', fr. I.-E. *qarpistos, prop,

superl. meaning 'the most suitable (season) for

harvesting', formed with super), suff. -istos fr.

I.-E. base *{s)qerp-, 'to cut; to pluck', whence

also OI. ki-pdnah, 'sword', Gk. xapjrAi;, 'fruit'

(lit. 'that which is plucked'), L. carpere, 'to

pluck, cull, gather'. See carpel and superl. suff.

-ist and cp. harrow, n.

harvest, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hervesten, fr.

hervest. See prec. word.

Derivatives: harvest-er, n., harvest-ing, n.

hash, tr. v., to chop (meat, etc.) into small pieces.

— Earlier hache, fr. F. hacher, 'to hack, chop',

fr. hache, 'ax, hatchet'. See hatch, 'to engrave'.

Derivative: hash, n., dish of chopped cooked

meat.

hashish, n., an intoxicating drink made from

hemp. — Arab, hashish, 'hemp', prop, 'dried

grass', rel. to Heb. hdshash, 'dried grass'. Cp.

assassin.

Hasidcans, Hasidacans, also Assideans, Chassi-

deans, n. pi., the party of the Hasidim (in sense

no. l)— Formed with suff. -anfr. Gk. 'AoiSaioi,

fr. Heb. hdsidfm, 'pious ones'. See next word.
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Hasidim, also Chassidim, n. pi., i) adherents of

the religious party that arose in opposition to

Hellenism and flourished during the time of the

Maccabean wars; it urged steadfast faith and

the strict observance of the ritual laws; 2) ad-

herents of the religious movement called Hasid-

ism, founded by Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer Baal

Shem Tobh about 1750 {Jewish hist.) — Heb.

hasidhtm, lit. 'pious ones', pi. of hdstdh, 'kind,

pious', from the stem h-s-d, 'to be kind', whence

also hithhassidh, 'he showed himself kind' (in

MedHeb. : 'he pretended to be pious'), fiesedh,

'piety, kindness, lovingkindness, mercy', hasi-

dhd'', 'stork', lit. 'the pious bird' (so called in

allusion to its love to its young); rel. to Aram.

hisdd, 'piety, kindness, mercy', hasidhuthd,

'piety, kindness'. Cp. prec. word. Cp. also the

second element in Bethesda.

Hasidism, also Chassidism, n., the movement of

the Hasidim (Jewish hist.) — See prec. word

and -ism.

Haslialah, n., Jewish movement which arose in

Eastern Europe about the middle of the i8th

cent, with the aim of acquainting the Jews of

Eastern and Central Europe with the languages

and cultures of the nations of Western Europe.

— ModHeb. haskdld", 'enlightenment', prop,

a new meaning of haskdld'', 'understanding,

consideration', occurring in the Midrash, prop,

a verbal noun of Biblical Heb. hiskil 'was at-

tentive, had understanding, considered; was

successful, prospered', Hiph'il (= causative

form) of sdkhdl, 'was prudent', whence sikhel,

'insight, prudence, understanding', Mishnaic

Heb. histakkel, 'he looked at attentively, ob-

served closely, considered', Aram. askSl, Syr.

sakk^l, 'he taught', Bibl. Aram, hiitakkdl, Aram

.

istakkdl, 'he looked at attentively'. As a tech-

nical term in the sense 'enlightenment', the

word haskdld'' was introduced by the Jewish

orientalist and writer Judah Jeiteles (1773-1838)

in 1832.

haslet, harslet, n., edible viscera of an animal. —
ME. hastelet, hastlet, fr. OF. hastelet (F. hate-

lette). The original meaning was 'something

roasted on a spit', fr. haste, 'a spit', fr. L. hasta,

'a spear'. See hastate and -et. The r in harslet is

due to the influence of OHG. harst, 'gridiron'.

hasp, n., a clasp. — ME. haspe, hespe, fr. OE.

hsesp, hxpse, rel. to ON. hespa, Dan. haspe,

Swed. haspe, hasp, Norw. hasp, MLG., MDu.,

MHG., G. haspe, OHG. haspa, 'hasp, hook',

and cogn. with L. capsa, 'chest, box'. See case,

'box'. E. hasp is not cognate with L. cuspis

(see cusp).

hasp, tr. v. — ME. haspen, fr. OE. hxpsian, fr.

hxpse. See hasp, n.

hassock, n., a small cushion used as a footstool.

— ME. hassok, 'a large tuft of grass', fr. OE.

hassuc, hassoc, of uncertain origin.

Derivative: hassock-y, adj.

hasta, n., i) symbolic position of the hands in I
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dancing; 2) a cubit (nieasure). — OI. hdstah,

'hand; trunk of an elephant', rel. to Avestic

zasta-, OPers. dasta- (whence Pers. ddst), 'hand',

and cogn. with Lith. paiaste, 'armpit'. Cp. hath

and the second element in abdest.

hastate, adj., spearlike; resembling the head of a

spear (6of.)— L. hastdtus, 'armed with a spear',

fr. hasta, 'shaft, spear', which is cogn. with

Goth, gazds, 'goad', OE. gierd, geard, 'rod,

stick, yard'. See yard, 'imit of length', and adj.

suff. -ate.

Derivative : hastate-ly, adv.

haste, n. — ME. hast, haste, fr. OF. haste (F.

hate), fr. Frankish *haifst, 'violence', which is

rel. to OE. hxst, 'violence, fury', OFris. hast,

'haste', OHG. heisti, OFris. hdste, OE. hieste,

'violent', OHG. heiftig, of s.m., ON. heipt (for

*heift), heifst, 'war, hatred', Goth, haifsts,

'struggle, strife'. Du. haast (whence MLG. hast,

whence G., Dan., Swed. hast), 'haste, hurry', is

borrowed fr. OF. haste.

Derivatives: haste-ful, adj., haste-ful-ly, adv.

haste, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hasten, fr. OF.

haster (F. hdter), fr. haste. See haste, n.

hasten, intr. and tr. v. — Formed from prec.

word with verbal suff. -en.

hasty, adj. — ME. hasti, fr. OF. hasti, a var. of

hastif, fr. haste (see haste, n.). The ending -("

was confused in English with suff. -y (represent-

ing OE. -ig). For the loss of OF. final / cp. F.

joli (fr. OF. jolif) and see jolly.

Derivatives: hasti-ly, adv., hastiness, n.

hat, n. — ME., fr. OE. hstt, hxt, rel. to Fris.

hat, ON. hattr, hottr, 'hat, hood', and to E.

hood (q.v.)

Derivatives : /lfl^ tr. v., hat-ful, ?iAi., hat-less, adj.,

hatt-er, n., hatt-ery, n., hatt-ing, n.

hatch, n., door, wicket. — ME. hacche, hecche,

fr. OE. hxc, 'hatch, grating; gate', rel. to

MLG., MHG. heck, Du. hek, 'fence; gate'. Cp.

hack, 'board', heck, 'frame'.

hatch, tr. and intr. v., to produce (young) from

eggs by incubation. — ME. hacchen, rel. to

MHG., G. hecken, to hatch, breed', OHG.
hegidruosa, MHG. hegedruos, 'testicle', MHG.,
G. hagen, 'bull kept for breeding', and cogn.

with Lett, kakale, 'membrum'.

Derivatives: hatch, n., hatch-er, n., hatch-ing, n.

hatch, tr. v., to engrave. — F. hacher, 'to hack,

chop' fr. hache, 'ax, hatchet'. See hatchet.

hatcbel, n., a comblike implement for cleaning

flax or hemp. — ME. hechele, a var. of hekele,

rel. to Du. hekel, MHG. hachel, hechel, G.

Hechel. 'hatchel, hackle', Swed. hdckta, Dan.

hegle, 'to hackle', from a Teut. base meaning 'to

sting', whence also OHG., MHG. hecchen,

hecken, 'to sting'; in gradational relationship

to ON. haki, OE. haca, 'hook'. See hook and cp.

hackle and heckle, which are variants of hatchel.

hatchel, tr. v. — ME. hechelen, fr. Mb. hechel;

rel. to Du. hekelen, G. hecheln. See hatchel, n.

Derivative: hatchel(l)-er, n.

haugh

hatchet, n., a small ax. — ME. hachet, fr. OF.
(= F.) hachette, dimin. oi hache, 'ax, hatchet',

fr. Frankish *hdpja, 'sickle', which is rel. to

OHG. happa, 'sickle'; prob. derived fr. I.-E.

base *{s)qdp-, *{s)qep-, *(s)qSp-, 'to cut', whence

also Gk. xom?, 'knife', Lith. kaplys, Lttt. kap-

lis, 'hatchet', Lith. kapone, Lett, kapans, 'chop-

ping knife'. See capon and cp. hash, hatch, 'to

engrave'. Cp. also the second element in

quebracho.

hatching, n. — Formed fr. hatch, 'to engrave',

with -tag, a suff. forming verbal nouns.

hatchment, n., an escutcheon. — From earlier

atcheament, alteration of achievement.

hate, n.— ME. hete, hate (the second form is due

to the influence of the verb hate, see next word),

fr. OE. hete, rel. to OS. heti, ON. hatr, Swed.

hat, Dan. had, OFris. hat, MDu. hate, Du. haat,

OHG., MHG. has, G. Hafi, Goth, hatis, fr.

I.-E. base *kdd-, 'ill-humor, hatred', whence

also Avestic sddra-, 'grief, sorrow, calamity',

Gk. XTJSo?, Dor. xaSo?, 'care; trouble, sorrow',

Gk. xr)8EUEiv, 'to take charge, tend', Mir. caiss,

W. cos, Bret, kas, Co. cueth, 'pain, anger'. Cp.

hatred, hemous. Cp. also acedia, epicedium.

Derivatives : hate-ful, adj., hate-ful-ly, adv., hate-

ful-ness, n.

hate, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hatien, haten, fr. OE.

hatian, rel. to OE. hete, 'hate', and to OS. haton,

ON., Swed., Norw. hata, OFris. hatia, Du.

haten, OHG. has^on, hasten, MHG. hasten,

G. hassen, Goth, hatan, 'to hate'. See hate, n.

Derivative: hat-er, n.

hath, hauth, n., a cubit. — Hind, hath, 'a cubit',

lit. 'the hand', fr. OI. hdstah, 'hand'. See hasta.

Hathor, n., the goddess of love and joy in Egyp-

tian mythology. — Gk. 'A^cop, fr. Egypt. Het-

flert, lit. 'the house above'.

Derivative: hathor-ic, adj.

hatred, n. — ME. hatereden, hatered, compoun-

ded of hate, n., and OE. rxden, 'rule, condition'

(fr. rxdan, 'to advise, discuss, rule, guess, read'),

used as a subst. suff. See read and cp. the second

element in kindred.

hatter, n.— Formed fr. hat with agential suff. -er.

hauberk, hawberk, n., a medieval piece of armor.

— ME. hauberc, fr. OF. halberc, hauherc (F.

haubert), fr. Frankish *halsberg, which is rel.

to OHG. halsberc, halsberge, lit. 'neck cover',

fr. hals, 'neck', and bergan, 'to cover, protect'.

Further Teut. equivalents are MDu. halsberch,

OE. healsbeorg, ON. halsbjorg. See hawse and

bury and cp. habergeon.

hauchecomite. n., nickel and bismuth sulfide

(mineral.) — Named after W.Hauchecorn.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

hauerite, n., manganese disulfide (mineral.) — G.

Hauerit, named after the Austrian geologist

Franz von Hauer (1822-1899). The ending -it

goes back to Gk. -tTr\c,; see subst. suff. -ite.

haugh, n., flat ground in the valley of a river. —
ME. holch, hawk, rel. to OE. healh, 'corner".



haughtonite

and to OE. hoi, 'cave, hollow, opening', holh,

'cave'. See hole and cp. hollow,

haughtonite, n., a variety of biotite {mineral.) —
Named in 1878 after SdiOmQl Houghton, Fellow

of Trinity College, Dublin. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

haughty, adj., proud; arrogant. — Formed with

adj. suff. -y fr. OF. (= F.) haut, 'high' (whence

archaic E. haught)ir. L. alius, 'high'; influenced

in form by OHG. hoh, 'high'. See alt and cp.

hauteur.

Derivatives: haughti-ly, adv., haughti-ness, n.

haul, tr. and intr. v. — ME. halien, halen, haulen,

fr. OF. (= F.) haler, 'to pull, draw, haul', fr.

ODu. (= Du.) halen, which is rel. to OS. halon,

ON. hala, OFris. halia, OHG. halon, holon,

MHG. haln, holn, holen, G. holen, 'to draw,

haul; to fetch', OE. geholian, 'to obtain'. These

Teut. words possibly derive from an I.-E. base

*kal-, 'to draw, pull', whence also Gk. xaXto?,

'rope'. Cp. hale, 'to haul', the first element in

halyard, and the second element in keelhaul.

Derivatives: haul, n., haul-age, n., haul-er, n.

haukn, halm, n., stalk. — ME. halm, fr. OE.

healm, 'straw, stem of grass', rel. to OS., Dan.,

Swed., Du., OHG., MHG., G. halm, ON.

halmr, and cogn. with L. culmus, 'stalk, stem',

Gk. xtxXafxoi;, 'reed'. See culm and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also the second element in

marram,

haunch, n., hip. — Earlier hanch, fr. ME. hanche,

haunche, fr. OF. (= F.) hanche, fr. Teut.

*hanka; cp. MDu. hanke, 'haunch'.

Derivatives: haunch-ed, adj., haunch-ing, n.

haunt, tr. v., to visit, frequent. — ME. haunten,

fr. OF. (== F.) hanter, which is of Teut. origin.

Cp. ON. heimta, 'to bring home, fetch', which

derives fr. heimr, 'homeland', and OE. hamettan,

'to shelter', which comes fr. ham, 'home', and

see home. Cp. hamlet.

Derivatives: haunt, n., haunt-ed, adj., haunt-er,

n., haunt-ing, n. and adj., haunt-ing-ly, adv.

haurient, also hauriant, adj., with the head in

chief; said of a fish {her.) — L. hauriens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of haurire, 'to draw out

(water), to drain, breathe'. See exhaust and -ent

and cp. haustellum, haustorium.

hausen, n., a large kind of sturgeon. — G., 'stur-

geon', fr. MHG. huse{n), fr. OHG. huso. See

huso.

hausmannite, n., manganese oxide {mineral^ —
Named after the German mineralogist J.F.L.

/faM5mann(i 782-1859). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

Hausmannize, tr. and intr. v., to reconstruct a

city by straightening and widening its streets. —
Prop, 'to follow the example of Baron Georges-

Eugene Haussmann (1809-91), who was prefect

of Paris between 1853 and 1870 and during this

period much contributed to its beautification.

For the ending see suff. -ize.

hausse-col, n., a piece of armor. — P., 'neck
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piece', fr. MF. houscot, prob. fr. MDu. *hals-

kote, 'clothing of the neck', which is com-

pounded of Hals, 'neck', and kote, 'coat, cloth-

ing', which is rel. to OHG. chozza, 'a coarse

coat'. See collar and coat. Folk etymology con-

verted houscot into hausse-col, i.e. 'that which

raises the neck'.

haustellum, n., in certain insects, a proboscis

adapted for sucking blood or juices of plants.—
ModL., fr. L. haustus, pp. of haurire, 'to draw

(water), to drain'. See haurient.

haustorium, n., a small sucker of a parasitic plant

(fjot:)
_ ModL., fr. L. haustus, pp. of haurire.

See prec. word and -orium.

hautboy, n., an oboe. — F. hautbois, fr. haut,

'high' and bois, 'wood'. See haughty and bush,

'shrub', and cp. oboe, taUboy.

hauteur, n., haughtiness. — F., 'height, altitude;

haughtiness, arrogance', formed fr. haut, 'high',

with suff. -eur. See haughty and -or, -our.

hautefeuillite, n., magnesium calcium phosphate

{mineral:) — Named after the French chemist

Paul-Gabriel Hautefeuille (1836-1902). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Havana, n., Havana cigar. — Named after Ha-

vana, the capital of Cuba. Cp. habanera,

havdalah, n. — A var. of habdalah.

have, tr. v. — ME. habben, haven, fr. OE. hob-

ban, 'to hold, possess, have', rel. to ON. hafa,

OS. hebbjan, OFris. habba, hebba, OHG. haben,

MHG., G. haben, Goth, haban, 'to have', and

to OE. hebban, etc., 'to lift, raise', fr. Teut. base

*haf-, 'to hold, have', corresponding to I.-E.

*qap-, 'to seize, hold, contain', whence L. ca-

pere, 'to catch, seize, take hold of. (The above

Teut. words are not cogn. with L. habere, 'to

have'.) See captive and cp. haff, haft, haven,

havoc, hawk, the bird, heave, heavy, behavior,

behoof, hobnob.

havelock, n., a light covering for cap and neck.

— Named after Sir Henry Havelock ( 1 795- ' 857)-

haven, n. — ME. havene, fr. OE. hsefen, hxfene,

rel. to MLG. havene (whence G. Hafen), MHG.
habene, ON. hofn, Dan. havn, 'haven'. These

words lit. mean 'receptacle', and derive fr. I.-E.

base *qap-, 'to seize, hold, contain', whence also

have and heave (qq.v.) Cp. haff.

haver, n., one who has {rare). — Formed fr. have

with agential suff. -cr.

haver, intr. v., to talk foolishly. — Of unknown

origin.

Derivative: haver, n., foolish talk.

haver, n., the oat ; oats {dial. E.) — ME. haver,

of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. Iiafi', Dan. havre,

Swed. hafre, which are rel. to MDu. havere, Du.

haver, OS. ha'Sero, OHG. habaro, MHG. habere,

haber (G. Hafer is a LG. loan word). Cp.next

word.

haversack, n., soiciier's bag for provision. — F.

havresa, , ..(...ck, ,dllet', fr. G. Habersack,

lit. 'a sack for oats'. See haver, 'oats', and

sack, 'bag'.
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havildar, n., a noncommissioned native ofiScer

corresponding to a sergeant. — Hind, havildar,

fr. Pers. hwdlddr, hawdladdr, lit. 'one holding

an office', a hybrid coined fr. Arab, hawdla'',

'charge, office', and the Persian suff'. -ddr, 'hol-

der, possessor'. See aumildar and cp. words

there referred to.

bavior, haviour, n., behavior {archaic). — ME.
haviour, 'possession', fr. earUer havour, fr. OF.

aveir (F. avoir), 'possession', prop, infinitive

used as a noun, fr. L. habere, 'to have, possess',

see habit, n. The h is due to a confusion with

ME. haven, E. have, with which the word havior

has nothing in common. Cp. behavior.

havoc, n., destruction, devastation. — OF. havot,

'seizure; plunder', /aiVe havot, 'to take hold of,

rel. to haver, 'to seize, grasp, grab', hef, 'a hook',

havee, 'a handful'; of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG.
haben, 'to hold, have', heffan, 'to raise, heave',

and see have, heave. For the change of final -/

(in OF. havot) to -c (in E. havoc) cp. apricot

(from orig. apricock), bat (fr. ME. bakke) and

milk (in the sense of 'milt of fishes').

Derivatives : havoc, tr. v., havock-er, n.

haw, n., enclosure. — ME. hawe, fr. OE. haga,

'hedge; hawthorn', rel. to ON. hagi, hage, pas-

ture:', OS. hago, Du. haag, OHG., MHG. hac,

hages, G. Hag, 'hedge', and in gradational re-

lationship to OE. hecg, 'hedge'. See hedge and

cp. next word, and the first element in haw-

thorn. Cp. also hag, 'witch', haggard, hay,

'hedge', and the first element in hagberry.

haw, n., berry of the hawthorn. — OE. haga,

perh. short for *haguberige, lit. 'hedge berry'.

See prec. word.

haw, n., the nictitating membrane of a horse,

dog, etc. — Of unknown origin.

haw, intr. v., to hesitate in speech. — Imitative;

lit. 'to make the sound haw'.

Derivative: haw, n., hesitation in speech.

hawk, n., any bird of the falcon family. — ME.
havec, hauk, fr. OE. heafuc, heafoc, hafoc, rel.

to OS. haVuc, ON. haukr, Swed. hok, Dan. heg,

MLG. havec, MDu., Du. havik, OHG. habuh,

MHG. habech, G. Habicht, 'hawk', and cogn.

with Russ. kobec, a kind of falcon. These words

lit. mean 'seizer'. They derive fr. I.-E. *gabh-, a

var. of base *qap-, 'to seize', whence have and

heave. Cp. the first element in Hapsburg and

the second element in goshawk. L. accipiter,

'hawk', is not cognate with the above words.

Derivatives: hawk, tr. v., to hunt animals by

means of trained hawks, hawker (q.v.), hawk-

ing, n.

hawk, n., a small square board for holding mor-

tar. — Of unknown origin.

Iiawk, intr. v., to clear one's throat. — Of imi-

tative origin,

hawk, tr. v., to offer for sale. — Back formation

fr. hawker, 'vendor'.

hawker, n., a falconer. — Formed fr. hawk, the

burd, with agential suff. -er.

hawker, n., an itinerant vendor. — LG. hoker

(whence also G. Hoker), rel. to Du. heuker, 're-

tailer' (see huckster); influenced in form by

prec. word.

hawse, n., i) part of a ship's bow containing the

hawseholes; 2) the hawseholes. — ME. halse,

fr. ON. hals, 'neck; part of a ship's bow', which

is rel. to OS., OFris., LG., Du., OHG., MHG.,
G., Goth, hals, OE. heals, 'neck', and cogn.

with L. coUus (for *colsus), 'neck'. See collar and

cp. the first element in hauberk and in hausse-col.

hawser, n., a large rope used for mooring, towing,

etc. {naut.) — Fr. earlier halser, lit. 'bolster', fr.

ME. halsen, 'to raise, lift, hoist', fr. OF. halcier,

haucier (F. hausser), fr. VL. *altidre, 'to raise,

lift', fr. L. alius, 'high'. See alt and agential suff

-er and cp. Iiance, enhance,

hawthorn, n.— ME. hawethorn, fr. OE. haguporn,

hsegporn, compounded of haga, 'enclosure,

hedge', and porn, 'thorn', hence lit. meaning

'hedge thorn', i.e. 'thorns used for making hed-

ges'; rel. to ON. hagporn, MHG. hagendorn,

hagedorn, G. Hagedorn, 'hawthorn'. See haw,

'enclosure', and thorn,

hay, n., grass mown. — ME. haye, hey, fr. OE.

Meg, hig, heg, rel. to OS. hoi, ON. hey, Dan. h0,

Swed. ho, Norw. hey, OFris. ha, he, MDu. hoy,

hooy, Du. hooi, OHG. houwi, hewi, MHG.
houwe, hou, G. Heu, Goth, hawi, 'hay', lit. 'that

which is to be cut', or 'that which is cut'. Cp.

OE. heawan, 'to cut', and see hew.

Derivative: hay, tr. v., to supply with hay.

hay, n., a kind of country-dance. — OF. haye,

of uncertain origin.

hay, n., a hedge {archaic). — ME. hai, hei, a

blend of OE. hege, 'hedge', and F. hale, of s.m.

F. haie is a loan word fr. Frankish *hagja, which

is rel. to OHG. hegga, OE. hege, 'hedge', OE.

hecg, of s.m. See hedge and cp. the first element

in haybote, hayward.

haybote, n., the right of the tenant to take thorns

or wood for repairing his hedge or fence. —
Compounded of hay, 'hedge', and bote (qq.v.)

haydenite, n., a variety of chabazite {mineral.) —
Named after the American dentist Horace H.

Hayden (1769- 1844), who discovered it. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

hayward, n., an officer appointed for the inspec-

tion of hedges and fences. — ME. heiward,

compounded of hei, 'hedge' and ward. See hay,

'hedge', and ward, 'one who guards'.

hazard, n., 1) a game played with dice; 2) chance;

3) risk. — OF. (= F.) hasard, fr. Sp. azar, 'un-

fortunate throw at dice, unforeseen accident',

usually derived fr. Arab, al-zahr (pronounced

az-zahr), 'the die'. This derivation is rightly

doubted by most lexicographers (see e.g.Devic's

Supplement to Littre's Dictionnaire de la langue

fran^ise, s.v. hasard, and Skeat's Etymological

Dictionary, s.v. hazard), owing to the fact that

the word zahr does not occur in the dictionaries

of Classical Arabic. According to my opinion



hazard

Sp. azar derives fr. Arab, ydsara, 'he played at

dice'; z is the regular Spanish equivalent of

Arabic ^. — The d in OF. hasard (whence E.

hazard) is due to a confusion of the ending -ar

with suff. -ard (see -ard).

Derivatives: hazard, v. (q.v.), hazard-ous, adj.

(cp. F. hasardeux), hazard-ous-ly, adv., hazard-

ous-ness, n., hazard-ry, n.

hazard, tr. v. — F. hasarder, fr. hasard. See prec.

word.

haze, n., fog, mist. — Prob. back formation

fr. hazy.

Derivative: haze, tr. v., to make hazy; intr. v.,

to become hazy.

haze, tr. v., to harass. — OF. haser, 'to vex, irri-

tate', of unknown origin.

hazel, n. — ME. hasel, fr. OE. hxsel, hsesl, rel.

to ON., Norw. hasl, Dan., Swed. kassel, MLG.,

MDu. hasel, Du. hazelaar, OHG. hasal, MHG.,
G. hasel, 'hazel', and cogn. with L. corulus,

corylus (for *kozulus), 'hazel, filbert tree', Olr.,

OCo., W., Bret, coll (for *coslo-), 'hazel', perh.

also with OLith. kasulas, 'a hunting spear' (so

called because it was usually made of hazel

wood). Cp. Corylus.

Derivatives: hazel, hazel-ed, hazel-ly, adjs.

hazing, n., the act of harassing. — Formed fr.

haze, *to harass', with -ing, suff. forming verbal

nouns.

hazy, adj., characterized by haze. — Of unknown

origin. Cp. haze, 'fog'.

Derivatives: hazi-ly, adv., hazi-ness, n.

hazzan, chazzan, also spelled hazan, chazan, n.,

Jewish cantor. — Mishnaic Heb. and Aram.

hazzdn, 'superintendent, officer', later 'cantor',

prob. borrowed fr. Akkad. hazanu, hazannu,

'chief magistrate of a town' (cp. Aram, hazzdn^

mdthd, 'superintendents of the town', Talmud

Babha Metzi'a, 936). It is very probable, how-

ever, that Akkad. hazdnu was borrowed from a

WSem. language and that the word orig. meant

'overseer', from a verb meaning 'to see'; cp.

Heb. hdzd'', Aram. hdz6, 'he saw'. (In Akkadian,

the verb hazd, "to see', does not occur; if it had

existed, hazdnu might be its derivative.) If Ak-

kad. hazdnu is a WSem. loan word, then Heb.

and Aram, hazzdn were reborrowed from Ak-

kadian. See Heinrich Zimmern, Akkadische

Fremdworter als Beweis fur babylonischen

KultureinfluB, Leipzig, 1917, p. 6, Note 3.

he, nom. sing, of the 3rd pers. masc. pron. —
ME. he, fr. OE. he [fem. heo, hlo, neut. hit; pi.

(for all genders) hi, hie], rel. to OS., OFris. he,

hi, MDu. he, hi, Du. hij, OHG. he, 'he', Goth,

neut. hita (ace), 'it', masc. himtna (dat.) (in

himma daga, 'on this day'), masc. hina (ace.)

(in urui hina daga, 'until that day'), and to the

first element in OE. heodxg, OS. hiudu, OFris.

hiude, MDu. hdden, OHG. hiutu, MHG. hiute,

G. heute, 'today' (for the second element, which

appears in its full form only in OE. hSo-dxg,

see day); fr. Teut. base *hi-, corresponding to
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I.-E. base *ki-, 'this one', whence also Hitt. ki,

'this', Gk. 4-xeT, 'there', Ion. Gk. kei-vo;,

Aeol. xTJ-vo?, Gk. i-yzi-\ioq, 'that person or

thing', (j^-[xspov, 'today' (for *xt4nEpov, lit.

'this day', fr. I.-E. *lcyo-, 'this', and Gk. rjiAspa,

'day'), L. cis, citer, citrd, 'on this side', ce- and

-ce, emphatic particles meaning 'here, there',

OSlav. si, Lith. sis, 'this'. Cp. him, her, it, hence,

here, hither. Cp. also cede, cis-, citra-, cy-pres,

et cetera, hodiernal, sic.

he, n., name of the 5th letter of the Hebrew al-

phabet. — Heb. he, probably meaning 'lattice

window'.

head, n. — ME. heved, hed, fr. OE. heafod, rel.

to OS. hoVid, ON. hofud, Dan. hoved, Swed.

huvud, OFris. hdved, hdfd, MDu. hovet, hooft,

Du. hoofd, OHG. houbit, houpit, MHG. houbet,

houbt, houpt, G. Haupt, Goth, haubip, 'head',

and cogn. with OI. kaput-, 'head' (in kapuccha-

lam, 'hair of the hind part of the head'), L.

caput, 'head'. See capital, adj.

Derivatives: head, v., head-ed, adj., head-er, n.,

head-ing, n., head-y, adj., head-i-ly, adv., head-

i-ness, n.

-head, a rare collateral form of suff. -hood,

headless, adj. — ME. hevedles, hedles, fr. OE.

heafodleas. See head and -less,

headlong, adv. — ME. hedling, formed with adv.

suff. -ling fr. hed, 'head'; see head. The form

headlong {for *headling) is due to folk-etymolog-

ical association with -long (cp. sidelong).

headman, n. — ME. hevedman, hedman, fr. OE.

heafodman, fr. heafod, 'head', and man, 'man'.

See head and man and cp. ON. hofudsmadr,

Swed. huvudman, OHG. houbitman, MHG.
houbelman, 'headman, leader, chief, G. Haupt-

mann, 'captain'. Cp. also hetman.

heal, tr. and intr. v. — ME. helen, fr. OE. hielan,

rel. to OS. helian, ON. heila, OFris. hela, Du.

heelen, OHG., MHG., G. heilen, Goth, ga-hail-

jan, 'to heal'. These verbs lit. mean 'to make

whole', and are denominated fr. OE. hdl, 'whole',

resp. its equivalents in the other Teut. lan-

guages. See whole and cp. hale, 'healthy'.

Derivatives: heal-er, n., heal-ing, n. and adj.,

heal-ing-ly, adv.

heald, n., a heddle. — ME. helde, fr. OE. hefeld.

See heddle.

health, n. — ME. helthe, fr. OE. hxld, lit. 'whole-

ness', formed fr. hdl, 'whole', with suff. -d. See

heal and substantial suff. -th. For sense de-

velopment cp. Heb. shdldm, 'completeness,

wholeness, health, peace', fr. shdlim, ''vias com-

plete, was safe".

Derivatives: health-ful, adj., health-ful-ly, adv.,

health-ful-ness, n., health-y,^d}.,health-i-ly,zdv.,

health-i-ness, n.

heap, n. — ME. heap, keep, hepe, 'troop, heap',

fr. OE. heap, 'troop, band, multitude', rel. to

OS. hop, MLG. hupe, Du. hoop, OHG. hufo,

houf, MHG. hafe, houfe, G. Haufe, 'heap', fr.

I.-E. base *qeu-p-, 'to bend, arch, vault', whence
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also OSlav. kupU, Lith. kaOpas, 'heap', kuprd,

'hump'. See cup and cp. hive and hope, 'troop'.

Cp. also howitzer, Skupshtina.

heap, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hepen, fr. OE. hea-

pian, 'to heap', fr. heap. See heap, n.

Derivative: heap-er, n.

hear, tr. and intr. v. — ME. heren, fr. OE. hieran,

hyran, heron, rel. to ON. heyra, Swed. hora,

Dan. h0re, OS. hdrian, OFris. hera, hora, Du.

horen, OHG. hdran, horren, MHG. haeren, G.

horen, Goth, hausjan, fr. I.-E. base *(s)qeu-,

*{s)qeu-, 'to look at, observe, perceive', whence

also 01. kavib, 'wise', Gk. xoeiv, 'to mark, per-

ceive, hear', and prob. also obcotietv (with copul.

pref. a-), 'to hear'. See show and cp. hark, hear-

ken. Cp. also acoustic.

Derivatives: hear-er, n., hear-ing, n.

heard, past tense and pp. of hear. — ME. herde,

fr. OE. herde, fr. heron, 'to hear'. See hear,

hearken, intr. and tr. v. (the latter is archaic). —
ME. herknien, herknen, fr. OE. heorcnion,

hyrcnian, rel. to OFris. harkia, herkia and to

E. hark (q.v.)

Derivative: hearken-er, n.

hearse, n. — ME. herce, herse, fr. MF. herce

(F. herse), 'harrow; portcullis; triangular frame

for holding candles', fr. L. hirpicem, ace. of

hirpex, 'harrow', fr. Samnite hirpus, 'wolf;

so called in allusion to the teeth of the harrow,

which resemble the teeth of a wolf. Samnite

hir-pus is rel. to L. hir-cus, 'he-goat*. Both these

words are prob. rel. to L. hir-sdtus, 'shaggy,

prickly, bristly'. See hirsute and cp, rehearse.

Derivative: hearse, tr. v.

heart, n. — ME. herte, hert, fr. OE. heorte, rel.

to OS. herta, ON. hjarta, OFris. herte, hirte,

ODu. herta, Du. hart, OHG. herza, MHG.
herze, G. Herz, Goth, hairto, 'heart', and cogn.

with Hitt. kardiash (gen.), 'of the heart'. Arm.

sirt (for *kerdi-), Gk. xapStS, poet, xi^p, L. cor

(gen. cordis), OSlav. srOdice, Russ. serdce,

'heart', Lith. iirdis, 'heart', OPruss. seyr (for

*kerd), ace. siran, Olr. cride, Ir. croidhe, 'heart',

W. craidd, 'heart; center', Bret, kreiz, 'middle',

OSlav. srgdd, Russ. seredd, 'middle', Avestic

z'r'daya-, 'middle'. For sense development cp.

Heb. lebh, 'heart', and lebh yam, 'the midst Oit-

the heart) of the sea', lebh hd'eld^, 'the midst

of the terebinth', Akkad. libbu, 'heart; middle'.

Cp. cordate, cordial, core, accord, accordion,

codling, 'a variety of apple', courage, concord,

discord, misericord, record. Cp. also cardiac,

cardio-, carditis, endocardium, epicardium, peri-

cardiom. L. credere, 'to believe', is not related

to L. cor, 'heart' (see creed).

Derivatives: heart, tr. and intr. v., heart-ed, adj.,

heart-ed-ly, adv., heart-en, tr. and intr. v., heart-

en-er, n., heart-y, adj., heart-i-ly, adv., heart-i-

ness.n., heart-less, adj., heart-less-ly, adv., heart-

less-ness, n.

Iieaitii, n.— ME. herth, fr. OE. heard, rcL to OS.,

OFris. herth, MDu. hert. Du. hoard, OHG.

herd, MHG. hert, G. Herd, 'hearth', fr. Teut.

base *her-, corresponding to I.-E. base *ker-,

'to singe, bum, glow', whence also Goth, hauri,

'coal', ON. hyrr, 'fire', OI. kii^yati, kulayati,

'singes', OSlav. kurjg, kuriti s^, 'to smoke',

Lith. kuriil, kitrti, Lett, kuru, kurt, 'tt) heat',

Lith. kdrStas, 'hot', koTstis, 'heat', Lett, kafsts,

'hot', kafst, 'to grow hot', and prob. also L.

carbo, 'coal, charcoal' ; see carbon. Cp. cremate,

heat, n. — ME. hete, Fr. OE. hxtu, hSto, rel. to

OS. hittia, ON. hiti, Dan. hede, Swed. hetta,

OFris. hete, Du. hitte, OHG. hizzea, hizza,

heizi, MHG., G. hitze, 'heat', OE. hxda, 'hot

weather', Goth, heito, 'fever', and to OE. hdt,

etc., 'hot', see hot. It. izza, 'wrath, anger', is a

Teut. loan word.

heat, tr. and intr. v. — ME. heten, fr. OE. hstan,

'to heat', fr. hxtu, 'heat'. See heat, n.

Derivatives: heat-ed, adj., heat-ed-ly, adv., heat-

er, n., heat-ing, n.

heath, n. — ME. heth, fr. OE. hstd, 'heath (land);

heath (the plant), heather', rel. to OS. hetha,

ON. heidr, Dan. hede, Swed. hed, 'heath', OHG.
heida, 'heather', MHG., G., Du. heide, 'heath;

heather', Goth, haipi, 'field', and cogn. with

Gaulish ceto- in Gaulish-Latin place names like

Cetobriga, etc., and with Olr. ciad, OW. coit,

W. coed, OCo. cuit, Bret, coet (for *kaito-),

'wood, forest', but L. bdcetum, 'cow pasture',

is not cognate. Cp. heathen, heather.

Derivative: heath-y, adj.

heathen, n. — ME. hethen, fr. OE. hsden, adj.

and n., rel. to OS. hethin, adj., ON. heidinn, adj.,

OFris. hethen, adj., MDu. heidijn, heiden, Du.

heiden, n., OHG. heidan, MHG. heiden, adj.,

OHG. heidano, MHG. heiden, G. Heide, n.,

'heathen', Goth, haipnd, 'heathen woman'.

These words prob. meant orig. 'dwelling on the

heath'. See prec. word and cp. hoyden.

Derivatives: heathen, adj., heathenish (q.v.),

heathenism, heathenize, heathenry (qq.v.)

heathendom, n. — ME., fr. OE. hxdendom, 'pa-

ganism', fr. hsden. See prec. word and -dom.

heathenesse, n., heathenism {archaic). — ME.
hethenesse, fr. OE. hxdennes, lit. 'heathenness'.

See heathen and -ness.

heathenish, adt. — OE. hxdenisc, rel. to OHG.
heidonisc, G. heidnisch, 'heathenish'. See heathen

and adj. suff. -ish.

Derivatives: heathenish-ly, adv., heathenish-

ness, n.

heathenism, n.— A hybrid coined fr. heathen and

-ism, a suff. of Greek origin.

Iieathenize, tr. v., to render heathen; intr. v., to

become heathen. — A hybrid coined fr. heathen

and -ize, a suff. of Greek origin.

heathenry, n. — A hybrid coined fr. heathen and

-ry, a suff. of L.-F. origin.

heatlier, n., a plant of the heath family. — ME.
hather, hadder, possibly derived fr. heth, 'heath,

heather'. See heath.

Derivative: heather-y, adj.
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heaume, n., a kind of large helmet. — F., fr. OF.

helme, fr. Frankish *helm, which is rel. to OHG.
helm. See helmet.

heave, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hebben, heven, fr.

OE. hebban, 'to lift, raise', rel. to OS. hebbian,

ON. hefja, Du. heffen, OHG. heffan, MHG.
heben, heven, G. heben, Goth, hafjan, 'to lift,

raise', and to OE. habban, etc., 'to hold, pos-

sess, have'. See have and cp. heavy. Cp. also

heddle.

Derivatives: heave, n., heav-er, n.

heaven, n, — ME. heovene, hevene, heven, fr. OE.

heofon, hefon, rel. to OS. heVan, LG. heben,

heven, ON. himinn, Goth, himins, OS., OHG.
himil, OFris. /ii/we/, AimH/, MDu., Du. kernel,

MHG. /H/ne/, G. Himmel, 'heaven, sky'. These

words prob. derive fr. Teut. base *hama{n)-, fr.

I.-E. base *lcem-, *kam-, 'to cover'. See chemise

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: heaven, tr. v., heaven-ish, adj.,

heaven-ish-ly, adv., heavenly (q.v.)

heavenly, adj. — ME. hevenfy, fr. OE. heofonlic.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ly.

Derivative: heavenli-ness,r\.

heavenly, adv. (archaic). — ME. hevenly, fr. OE.

heofonlice, fr. heofonlic. See heaven and adv.

suff. -ly.

heavUy, adv. — ME. hevily, fr. OE. hefiglice. See

heavy and adv. suff. -ly.

heaviness, n. — ME. hevinesse, fr. OE. hefigness.

See heavy and -ness.

Heaviside layer, n., a layer of ionized air from

about 60 to 100 miles above the earth.— Named
after the English physicist Oliver Heaviside

(1850-1925)-

heavy, adj. — ME. hevy, fr. OE. hefig, rel. to OS.

heVig, OHG. hebig, hevig, LG. hevig, ON.

hofugr, hofigr, 'heavy', and to OE. hefe, 'weight',

hebban, 'to lift, raise'. See heave and -y (repre-

senting OE. -ig).

heavy, adv., heavily. — ME. hevy, fr. OE. hefige,

fr. hefig. See heavy, adj.

hebdomad, n., a group of seven things; a week.

— L. hebdomas, gen. -adis, fr. Gk. 4pSo[X(4?, gen.

-aSo?, fr. ipSoiio?, 'seventh', which is formed

with suff. -(xo?, fr. iwzoi, 'seven'. See hepta- and

-ad and cp. seventh. The Greek suff. -\j.o<; forms

ordinal numerals and is cogn. with OI. -mdh,

Hitt. -ma, L. -mus, OLith. and OPruss. -mas,

Ir. -mad (cp. e.g. OI. saptamdh, Hitt. shiptama,

L. Septimus, OLith. sekmas, OPruss. septmas,

Ir. sechtmad, 'seventh'.

hebdomadal, adj., occurring every seventh day,

weekly. — Late L. hebdomaddlis, fr. L. hebdo-

mas, gen. -adis. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

hebdomadary, adj., hebdomadal. — ML. hebdo-

madarius, fr. L. hebdomas, gen. -adis. See heb-

domad and adj. suff. -ary.

Hebe, n., the goddess of youth in Greek mythol-

ogy. — L., fr. Gk. "HpTj, name ofthe goddess of

youth, fr. ^pi), 'youth, strength of youth', which

prob. stands for I.-E. *ySg"a-, whence also

Lett, j^ga, 'strength, understanding, intellect',

Lith. nuo-jega, 'power, ability'. Cp. ephebus.

hebe-, combining form denoting puberty or the

pubes. — Fr. Gk. t\^t\, 'youth, pubescence, pu-

berty, the pubes'. See prec. word.

hebephrenia, n., adolescent insanity (jned.) —
Medical L., coined by the German psychiatrist

Ewald Hecker in 1871 fr. Gk. i^pr;, 'youth,

puberty', and tpprjv, gen. ippevo?, 'mind'. See

Hebe, plirenetic and -ia.

Derivative: hebephren-ic, adj.

hebetate, tr. v., to make blunt or dull. — L. hebe-

tatus, pp. of hebetdre, 'to make blunt or dull',

fr. hebes, gen. hebetis, 'blunt', whence also

hebere, 'to be blunt or dull' ; of uncertain origin.

hebetude, n., dullness. — F., fr. L. hebetHdinem,

ace. of hebetudo, 'dullness', fr. hebere. See prec.

word and -ude.

Hebraic, adj. — Late L. Hebrdicus, fr. Gk.

'E|3paiC)t6i;, fr. 'Eppaio?, 'Hebrew'. See Hebrew

and -ic.

Derivative: Hebraic-al-ly, adv.

Hebraism, n. — Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk.

'Eppalo?. See prec. word.

Hebraist, n. — Formed with suff. -ist fr. Gk.

'Eppaio?. See Hebraic.

Derivatives: Hebraist-ic, adj., Hebraistic-al-ly,

adv.

Hebraize, tr. and intr. v. — Gk. jppati^siv, 'to

speak Hebrew' (whence also F. hebralser), fr.

"Eppato?. See next word and -ize.

Hebrew, n. and adj. — ME. Ebreu, fr. OF. Ebreu,

Ebrieu (F. Hebreu), fr. L. Hebraeus, fr. Gk.

'EPpaloi;, fr. Aram. Uhhrdy, 'ebhrdy, fr. Heb.

Hbhrt, 'Hebrew', lit. 'he who came from across

(the River)', fr. ^ibher, 'region across, side',

from the stem of 'dbhdr, 'he passed across or

over', which is rel. to Aram.-Syr. 'dbhdr, Arab.

'dbara, 'he passed across', Akkad. eberu, 'to

pass over', Heb. 'ebhrd", 'fury, anger' (lit. 'over-

flow'), Mishnaic Heb. 'dbherd", 'transgression,

sin' (for sense development cp. E. transgression),

Heb. ma'dbhdr, ma'dbhdrd", 'ford, pass". Cp.

Habini. Cp. also averah.

Hecate, also Hekate, n., an ancient Greek god-

dess, daughter of the Titan Perseus and Asteria

{Greek mythol.) — L. Hecate, fr. Gk. 'Exa-nr],

shortened fr. bta-rriPoXoi;, which was regarded

already by the ancients as an enlarged form of

4xT)P6Xoi; and accordingly explained as 'far-

darting, far-shooting'. See Hecuba.

hecatomb, n., a sacrifice of a hundred oxen

(Greek antiq.) — F. hecatombe, fr. Gk. ixa-

tojjlPti, which is compounded of exhtAv, 'a

hundred', and the stem of poO?, 'ox'. Gk. e-

xaT6v is formed fr. ev, 'one', or fr. a- (fr. I.-E.

*sm-, 'one'), and *Ka-r6v (fr. I.-E. *ktptdm,

'hundred'). Accordingly £xaT6v lit. means 'one

hundred' (cp. OI. sa-hdsram, "one thousand').

See heno- and hundred! For the second element

in Gk. huxt6[i^7i see bovine.

Hecatombaeon, n., name of the ist month of the
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Attic Greek calendar (corresponding to July-

August). — Gk. "ExaTOjipaicbv, lit. 'the month

in which iy.a.T6\i^a.i (i.e. a hundred oxen) were

sacrificed at Athens'. See prec. word.

hecaton-, combining form meaning 'a hundred'.

— Gk. See hecatomb.

heck, n., frame for holding the warp threads. —
Dial. var. of hatch, 'door' (q.v.) Cp. hack,

'board'.

heckelphone, n., baritone oboe (mus.) — G.

Heckelphon, a hybrid coined fr. Wilhelm

Heckel, name of the inventor, who introduced

it in 1905, and Gk. (ptov^, 'sound, voice'. See

phone, 'speech sound'.

heckle, tr. v., i) to hackle; 2) to embarrass the

speaker with questions. — ME. hekelen, fr.

hekele, 'an instrument for cleansing and carding

flax or hemp'. See hatchel and cp. hackle.

Derivatives: heck-ler, n., heckl-ing, n.

hect-, form of hecto- before a vowel.

hectare, n., a surface measure containing loo

ares. — F., lit. 'a hundred ares', a hybrid coined

in 1795 by a decree of the French National Con-

vention fr. Gk. IxaTiv, 'a hundred', and L.

area, 'a vacant piece of ground'. See hecto- and

are, 'a square unit'.

hectic, adj., i) consumptive; 2) feverish. — F.

hectique, fr. Late L. hecticus, fr. Gk. 4xtixA<;,

'habitual; consumptive', formed with suff.

-1x61;, fr. ixToi;, 'that which one may have' (in

the neut. pi. -ca extoc, 'the qualities of sub-

stances'), verbal adj. of ^x^'''' 'o have, hold,

possess' (whence also &,\.q, 'being in a certain

condition, state of mind'). See scheme and -ic

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also Hector,

apocha, cachexy, clenich, daduchus, Echeneis,

entelechy, epoch, eunuch, Ophiochus, pleonexia,

Stylochus.

Derivatives: hectic, n., hectic-al, adj., hectic-al-

ly, adv.

hecto-, before a vowel hect-, combining form

meaning 'a hundred'. — F. hecto-, hect-, arbi-

trarily shortened fr. Gk. ixaxAv, 'a hundred'

(see hecatomb); introduced by the French Natio-

nal Convention.

hectocotylize, tr. v., to change into a hectoco-

tylus. — See next word and -ize.

Derivative: hectocotyliz-ation, n.

hectocotylus, n., one of the tentacles of the males

of certain cephalopods. — ModL. name coined

by the French naturalist, Baron Georges-L6o-

pold-Chretien-Frederic-Dagobert Cuvier (orig.

meant to denote a supposed parasite); com-
pounded of hecto- and Gk. xottJXt), 'anything

hollow, a cup'. See cotyledon.

hectogram, n., weight of 100 grammes. — F. hec-

togramme, coined fr. hecto- and F. gramme,

'gram', fr. Gk. vpanjia, 'that which is written'.

See gram.

hectograph, n., a device for multiplying a writing.

— Compounded of hecto- and Gk. -Ypa9oi;, fr.

Ypdt(peiv, 'to write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: hectograph, tr. v., hectograph-ic,

adj., hectograph-y, n.

hectoliter, hectolitre, n., measure of 1000 liters.

— F. hectolitre, coined fr. hecto- and F. litre.

See liter.

hectometer, hectometre, n., measure' of 100

meters. — F. hectometre, coined fr. hecto- and

F. metre, 'meter'. See meter, 'measure of unit'.

Hector, n., i) in Homer's Iliad, the eldest son of

Priam and Hecuba, and the greatest Trojan

hero; 2) masc. PN. — L., fr. Gk. "BxTcop, fr.

^XTcjp, 'holder, stayer', agent noun formed fr.

trfv.v, 'to have, hold, possess'. See hectic.

hector, n., blusterer, bully. — Fr. prec. word.

Derivative: hector, tr. and intr. v.

Hecuba, n., principal wife of Priam and mother

of Hector.— L., fr. ' Exapv), prob. short for *exa-

p6Xo(; (whence through metrical lengthening

ex7)P6Xo;), which is of uncertain origin and

meaning. It possibly means lit.—as explain-

ed already by the ancients
—

'far-darting, far-

shooting', fr. 4xa?, 'far, afar, far off', and

-p6Xo?, 'thrower. Gk. ^xa; stands for *CTfE-xa;,

'by or for himself, which contains the base of

the reflexive pronoun (see sui-) and the suff.

-xdtq (appearing also in dvSpa-xa?, 'man by

man'), and is cogn. with OI. eka-sdh, 'single'.

Gk. "PiXo;, 'thrower', is rel. to pdcXXetv, 'to

throw, cast' ; see ballistic. — Cp. Hecate.

heddle, n., (a term of weaving). — Formed with

metathesis fr. OE. hefeld, hefel, hebeld, hebel,

'thread for weaving', for orig. *haf-ild, from the

root of OE. hebban, 'to lift, raise'. Cp. MLG.
hevelt, ON. hafald, 'heddle' and see heave. Cp.

also heald.

Derivative: heddle, tr. v.

hedenbergite, n., a calcium iron pyroxene (min-

eral.) — Named after the Swedish chemist

M. A. Ludwig Hedenberg. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

Hedeoma, n., a genus of plants, the mock penny-

royal (bot.)— ModL., altered fr. Gk. 7)Suo(i[j.ov,

'the mint', prop. neut. of the adj. 7)Suoa(io<;,

'sweet-smelling, fragrant', which is compounded

of 7)865, 'sweet', and ooji-r), 'scent, odor'; so

called in allusion to the fragrant blossoms. See

hedonic and osmium.

heder, cheder, n., Jewish school for little children.

— Yiddish kheyder, fr. Heb. heder, lit. 'room',

rel. to Punic h-d-r, 'sepulchral vault', h-d-r-t,

'chamber in the sanctuary', Arab, hidr, 'sanct-

uary', and prob. also to Ethiop. khaddra, 'he

dwelled'.

Hedera, n., a genus of woody vines of the gin-

seng family (bot.) — L. hedera, 'ivy', prob. ht.

'the clasping plant', which possibly derives fr.

I.-E. base *ghed-, 'to clasp, reach, attain, hold',

whence also L. praeda (for *prai-heda), 'prey',

prehendere, 'to grasp, seize, take hold of. See

prehensile and cp. lierre.

hederaceous, adj., pertaining to ivy. — L. hede-

rdce«j,fr.Aedera,'ivy'. Seeprec.wordand -aceous.
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Derivative : hederaceous-ty, adv.

hederal, adj., pertaining to ivy. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. hedera, 'ivy'. See Hedera.

hederated, adj., crowned with ivy. — Formed

with suif. -ed fr. L. hederatus, fr. hedera, 'ivy'.

See Hedera.

hederic, adj., pertaining to ivy. — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. L. hedera, 'ivy'. See Hedera.

hedge, n.— ME. hegge, fr. OE. hecg, rel. to MDu.

hegge, Du. keg, OHG. hegga, MHG. hegge,

hecke, G. Hecke, 'hedge', ON. heggr, 'the bird

cherry (tree)', prop, 'a tree used for making

hedges', and in gradational relationship to OE.

haga, OS. hago, 'hedge', fr. I.-E. base *qagh-,

'to encompass, enclose', whence also L. caulae

(prop, a dimin. of *cava, fr. orig. *qaghd), 'a

hole, sheepfold, enclosure', Gaul, caio, 'circum-

vallation',W. cae, 'fence, hedge', Co. ke, 'hedge'.

Cp. haw and words there referred to. Cp. also

inchoate, quay,

hedge, tr. and intr. v. — ME. heggen, fr. hegge,

'hedge'. See hedge, n.

Derivatives: hedg-er, n., hedg-ing, n., hedg-y,

adj.

hedonic, hedonical, adj., pertaining to pleasure. —

-

Gk. r)Sovix6i;, fr. rjSovri, 'pleasure', fr. t)8u<;,

'sweet', which stands for *swadu, 'sweet', and

is cogn. with L. suavis (for *suadvis), 'sweet',

OE. swete, 'sweet, pleasant'. See sweet and -ic

and cp. the first element in Hedychium and the

second element in Moneses.

hedonism, n., the doctrine that pleasure is the

chief good (philos.) — Formed with suff. -ism

fr. Gk. TjSovr;, 'pleasure'. See hedonic.

hedonist, n., an adherent of hedonism. — See

prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: hedonist-ic, adj., hedonist-ic-al-ly,

adv.

-hedral, combining form used to form adjectives

from nouns ending in -hedron, as in hexahedral.

— See -hedron and adj. suff. -al.

-hedron, combining form used to form nouns

with the meaning 'having a certain number of

faces' (said of geometrical solid figures), as in

hexahedron, polyhedron. — Gk. -eSpov, fr. eSpa

(for *sedra-), 'seat; base, side, face', from the

stem of It^ca^ai, 'to seat oneself, to sit down',

which stands for *sezesthai and is cogn. with

L. sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary and cp. Ephedra,

exedra, Sanbedrin, holohedral.

Hedwig, fem. FN. — G., fr. OHG. Haduwig, a

compound of two words which both mean

'strife, struggle'.

Hedychium, n., a genus of plants of the Zingi-

beraceae family (hot.) — ModL., compounded

of Gk. 7)Su(;, 'sweet', and x'"^. 'snow'. See

liedonic and chiono-.

Hedysarum, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

{hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. TiSuoapov, 'the sain-

foin', compounded of i^<K, 'sweet', and aapov,

'broom; sweepings', which is rel. to oatpeiv,

'to sweep, clean". See hedonic and syrma.
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heed, tr. and intr. v. — ME. heden, heeden, fr.

OE. hedan, rel. to OS. hodian, OFris. hoda,

OHG. huotan, MHG. hueten, G. huten, 'to

guard, watch', which are denominated fr. OS.

hod, resp. OFris. hod, OHG. huota, MHG.
huote, G. Hut, 'protection, care', OE. hod,

'hood'. See hood,

heed, n. — ME. hede, fr. heden. See heed, v.

Derivatives: heed-ful, adj., heed-ful-ly, adv.,

heed-ful-ness, n., heed-less, adj., heed-less-ly,

adv., heed-less-ness, n.

heehaw, n., i) the bray of a donkey; 2) a guffaw;

intr. v., 1) to bray like a donkey; 2) to guffaw.—
Imitative.

heel, n., the hind part of the foot. — ME. hele,

heele, fr. OE. hxla, hela, contracted fr. OE.

*h6hila, dimin. of OE. hoh, 'heel'; rel. to ON.

ha:U, OFris. hel, hela, Du. hiel. See hock, 'joint',

and dimin. suff. -le.

Derivatives: heel, tr. v., to furnish with heels;

intr. v., to move one's heel, heel-er, n.

heel, intr. v., to lean to one side (said of ships).—
ME. helden, heelden, hielden, fr. OE. heldan,

hieldan, 'to lean, incline, bend down', rel. to

MLG., MDu. helden, Du. hellen, of s.m., OE.

heald, ON. hallr, OHG. hald, 'inclined', helden,

'to bow', OHG. halda, MHG., G. halde, 'slope,

declivity', OE., OS., OFris., OHG., MHG., G.

hold, ON. hollr, Goth, hulps, 'gracious, friendly',

lit. 'inclined', OE. hyldu, hyld, ON. hylli (for

*hylpi), OS. huldi, OFris. helde, MLG., Du.

AmWs.OHG. huldi, MHG. hulde,G. //mW, 'favor,

grace'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base *kel-,

'to bend, incline', whence also Lith. sails, 'side,

region'. Cp. hilding. For derivatives of base

*klei-, an enlargement of base *ket-, see clinicaL

Derivative: heel-ing, n.

heft, n., i) the act of heaving (dial); 2) weight;

importance (colloq.) — Formed from the stem

of heave (q.v.); heft stands to heave as weft

stands to weave. Cp. haft.

Derivatives: heft, tr. v., i) to lift; 2) to try (the

weight of something) by lifting; 3) to weigh,

heft-y, adj., muscular.

Hegelian, adj., pertaining to the German philo-

sopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (177°-

1831). For the ending see suff. -ian.

Derivatives: Hegelian, n., an adherent of Hegel

or his philosophy, Hegelian-ism, n., the philo-

sophy of Hegel.

hegemonic, adj., pertaining to hegemony; lead-

ing. — Gk. r)Ye|Jiovtx6(;, 'related to a leader',

fr. fj-j-eiAwv, gen. ^^x^^6•^oc,. See next word and -ic

Derivative: hegemonic-al, adj.

hegemony, n. — Gk. Tj-j-ejiovta, 'leadership', fr.

rjYEjxciv, gen. 7iYE(jt6vo(;, 'leader', fr. -fiYeraSai

(Dor. aYelCT&ai), 'to lead', orig. prob. 'to track

down the way', fr. I.-E. base *sag-, *s*g-, 'to

track down, trace, seek', whence also L. sdgire,

'to perceive quickly or keenly', sdgus, 'pre-

saging, predicttag, prophetic', sdgax, 'saga-

cious', Goth, sokjan, OE. secan, 'to seek'. See
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seek and -y (representing Gk. -la) and cp.

hegumen. Cp. also exegesis and words there

referred to.

hegira, n., the flight of Mohammed from Mecca

(in 622). — Arab, hijra", 'flight', fr. hdjara, 'he

fled, emigrated'. Cp. Hagar.

hegumen, n., the first official in a monastery of an

Orthodox Eastern Church. — ML. hegumenus,

fr. Gk. -Tifoiy-SMoc,, lit. 'leading', pres. part, of

7)YEiCT*ai, 'to lead'. See hegemony. For the suff.

-[XEvo? see alumnus and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

heifer, n. — ME. hayfare, fr. OE. heahfore, of

uncertain origin.

heigh, interj. — Imitative.

heigh-ho, interj. — Imitative.

height, n.— ME. heighthe, heighte, fr. OE. hiehdu,

heahdu, hehdu, 'height', rel. to ON. hied, Dan.

h0ide, Swed. hojd, Du. hoogte, OHG. hohida,

Goth, hauhipa, 'height', and to OE. heah, 'high'.

See high and subst. suff. -t.

Derivative : height-en, tr. and intr. v.

heinous, adj., hateful. — ME. heynous, fr. OF.

haineus (F. haineux), 'full of hatred', fr. halne

(F. haine), 'hatred', fr. OF. (= F.) hair, 'to hate',

fr. Frankish *hatjan, which is rel. to OHG.
haj^on, hasten, OE. hatian, 'to hate'. See hate,

V. and n. For the ending see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: heinous-ly, adv., heinous-ness, n.

heintzite, n., a hydrous magnesium potassium

borate (mineral.) — G. Heintzit, named after

the German chemist Wilhelm Heinrich Heintz

(1817-80). The ending -/f goes back to Gk. -fTTj;;

see subst. suff. -ite.

heir, n. — ME., fr. OF. heir, eir (F. hoir), fr.

VL. *herem (whence also OProven?. er, 'heir'),

for L. heredem, ace. of hires, 'heir', prob. a

compound meaning 'he who obtains that which

is left'. The first element of this compound
derives fr. I.-E. base *ghe(i)-, 'to lack, be empty;

to yawn', whence also OI. jdhdti, 'leaves, aban-

dons, gives up', jihite, 'goes away', Gk. yjfioc,,

'bereaved of, x«tveiv, 'to gape, yawn', yr^-:oc„

'lack, want'. See go and cp. chori-. The second

element is *ed-. It is prob. formed from the

preposition *e, 'beside, close by' (which stands

in gradational relationship to prep. *d, 'close,

by', appearing in OI., Avestic a-, 'toward'; see

agama, 'Indian scripture'), and base *d6-, 'to

give'. See date, 'point of time'. Cp. heredity,

heritage, exheridate, inherit.

Derivatives : heir, tr. v., heirdom (q.v.), heirloom

(q.v.)

heirdom, n. — A hybrid coined fr. lieir and suff.

-dom (fr. OE. -dom).

heirloom, n. — A hybrid coined fr. heir and loom

(this latter is here used in the original, now
obsol., sense 'tool, implement, piece of fur-

niture').

heirship, n. — A hybrid formed fr. heir with suff.

-ship (fr. OE. -scipe).

hejtav, n. — See hegira.

helcosis, n., ulceration (med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. EXxtoat?, fr. eXxo;, 'festering wound, sore,

ulcer', which is cogn. with L. ulcus. See ulcer

and -osis.

held, past tense and pp. of hold, — ME. field, fr.

OE. heotd, fr. healdan, haldan. See hold.

Helen, fem. PN. — L. Helena (prob. through the

medium of F. Heline), fr. Gk. 'EX^vr), which

prob. derives fr. eXevrj (Hesychius), 'torch of

reeds', a collateral form of klivrj, of s.m. These

words, which have also the meaning 'bundle of

reeds', prob. derive from the stem of elXctv,

Att. EiXstv, 'to roll, turn, twist'. See volute and

cp. Helenus, Helle.

Helenium, n., a genus of plants, the sneezeweed

(hot.) — L. helenium, 'elecampane', fr. Gk.

eX^viov, which is of uncertain origin. It pos-

sibly derives fr. eXo?, 'marsh, marsh meadow',

and was so called because it grows in humid
places. Gk. iXoq stands for *selos and is cogn.

with 01. sdras-, 'pond'. Cp. Helonias.

Helen of Troy, the beautiful sister of the Dioscuri,

and wife of Menelaus, king of Sparta (Greek

mythol.) — See Helen.

Helenus, n., a soothsayer, son of Priam, king of

Troy (Greek mythol.) ~ L., fr. Gk. "BXevo?,

which is rel. to 'EXsvy). See Helen.

heliacal, adj., pertaining to the sun. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. TjXiootii;, 'of the sun',

fr. fikioc, 'sun', which stands for *sdwelios and

is cogn. with L. sol (prob. fr. *sdwel-, through

*sdwdl, *swdl), 'sun'. See Sol and cp. helio-,

anthelion, aphelion, ephelis, Heliothis, parhelion,

perihelion.

heli-, form of helio- before a vowel.

Helianthemum, n., a genus of plants, the rock-

rose (hot.) — ModL., compounded of heli- and

Gk. litvdo?, 'flower'. See anther.

Helianthus, n., a genus of plants, the sun flower

(bot.) — ModL., lit. 'sun flower', coined by

Linnaeus fr. Gk. r^Xio;;, 'sun', and Sv&o?,

'flower'. See heliacal and -anthus.

helic-, form of helico- before a vowel.

helical, adj., having the form of a spiral. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. helix, gen.

helicis, 'coil, spiral'. See helix.

Derivative: helical-ly, adv.

helico-, before a vowel helic-, combining form

meaning 'spiral'. — Gk. eXixo-, zkiv.-, fr. SXi;,

gen. eXixo;, 'spiral'. See helix.

helicogyre, n., a kind of helicopter. — Com
pounded of helico- and Gk. Y^poc, 'circle, ring'.

See gyre.

helicoid, adj., spiral. — Gk. eXixoeiStj;;, 'of spiral

form', compounded of eXi^, gen. IXixo(;, 'spiral',

and -oeiSyji;, 'like', fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See

helical and -oid.

Derivative: helicoid, n., a screwlike surface.

Helicon, n., a mountain in Boeotia sacred to the

Muses. — L., fr. Gk. 'EXtxcov (Boeotian feXi-

xciv), lit. 'the tortuous mountain', fr. gXi5, gen.

?Xixoc, 'spiral'. See helix.



helicopter

helicopter, n. — F. helicoptdre, compounded of

Gk. SKf.'c,, gen. eXixoq, 'coil, spiral', and xTspov,

'wing'. See helix and ptero-.

helicotrema, n., the opening connecting the two

scalae In the cochlea {cmat.) — Medical L., fr.

F. helicotrime, a word coined by the French ana-

tomist Gilbert Breschet (1784-1845) fr. Gk.

gXi5, gen. gXixo?, 'spiral', and xprnia., 'that

which is bored through, hole'. Accordingly heli-

cotrema lit. means 'hole in the cochlea (of the

ear)'. For the etymology of the first element see

helix. The second element is rel. to Ti-Tpocv, 'to

rub, grind, pierce', Tsipsiv, 'to rub away, wear

away', fr. I.-E. base *ter-, 'to rub, turn, twist',

whence also L. terere, 'to rub', OE. prawan, 'to

throw'. See throw. For the ending see suff. -ma.

helio-, before a vowel heli-, combining form de-

noting the sun. — Gk. -riXio-, riXi-, fr. -i^Xioi;,

'sun'. See heliacal.

heliocentric, adj., pertaining to the sun as the

center. — Compounded of helio- and centric.

Cp. geocentric.

Derivative: heliocentric-ism, n.

heliochrome, n., photograph in natural colors. —
Compounded of helio- and Gk. xptot^a, 'color'.

See chrome.

D&matiyes: heliochrom-ic, adj., heliochrom-y, n.

heliofugal, adj., tending to fly from the sun

{astron.) — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. i^ioq, 'sun',

L. fugere, 'to fly from, flee', and L. suff". -alis

(see helio-, fugacious and adj. sufF. -al). The

correct form would be solifugal, in which both

elements are of Latin origin.

heliogram, n., a message conveyed by helio-

graph. — Compounded of helio- and Gk.

ypaii-na, 'that which is written'. See -gram,

heliograph, n., i) an instrument for taking photo-

graphs of the sun; 2) an instrument for measur-

ing the intensity of sunlight. — Compounded

of helio- and Gk. -ypatpo;, fr. Ypa9£iv, 'to write'.

See -graph.

Derivatives : heliograph, tr. v., heliograph-ic, adj.,

heliograph-y, n.

heliogravure, n., photoengraving. — F. helio-

gravure, a hybrid coined fr. Gk. i^Xioi;, 'sun',

and gravure, 'engraving', a word of Teut. origin.

See Helios and gravure.

heliology, n., the study of the sun.— Compound-

ed of helio- and Gk. -XoyCa, fr. -X6yoi;, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner); one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy,

heliometer, n., an instrument for determining the

angular distance between two stars (astron.) —
F. heliomdtre, orig. 'instrument for measuring

the diameter of the sun'; compounded of lielio-

and Gk. (/Expov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

Derivative: heliometr-y, n.

Heliopsis, n., a genus of plants, the oxeye (60/.)

— ModL., compounded of heli- and Gk. t^v;,

'sight, appearance'. See -opsis.

Helios, n., the sun god in Greek mythology. —
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Gk. "HXio?, personification of tiXio?, 'sun'. See

helio-.

helioscope, n., a device for observing the sun

without injury to the eyes {astron.) — F. helio-

scope, compounded of helio- and Gk. -cx67riov,

fr. CTxoTiEtv, 'to look at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivatives: helioscop-ic, adj., kelioscop-y, n.

heliosis, n., injury caused to the body by ex-

posure to the Sim (merf.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

TjXtocii;, 'exposure to the sun', fr. TiXiouo^ai, 'to

be exposed to the sun', fr. -i^Xio;. See heliacal

and 'osis.

heliostat, n., an instrument for reflecting the rays

of the sun in one direction.— ModL. heliostata

or F. heliostat, compoimded of Gk. t^Xio?, 'sun',

and cTaT6(;, 'placed, standing'. See heliacal and

static andcp. aerostat andwords therereferred to.

Derivative; heliostat-ic, adj.

heliotherapy, n., treatment of disease by sun-

light. — Compounded of helio- and -therapy.

Heliothis, n., a genus of moths, the boUworm

(zool) — ModL., irregularly formed fr. Gk.

r]XtcoTi<;, 'the dawn', prop. fem. of the adjective

OXitoTT]?, meaning 'of the sun', fr. tiXioi;. See

lieliacal.

heliotrope, n., orig. a plant that turns to the sun;

now any plant of the borage family, with frag-

rant purple or white flowers. — F. heliotrope,

fr. L. heliotropium, fr. Gk. YjXioTpoTnov, 'helio-

trope', lit. 'that which turns toward the sun',

fr. T^Xioi;, 'sun', and -TpoTto?, 'turning', fr.

xp^Tteiv, 'to turn'. See helio- and trope,

heliotropic, adj., characterized by heliotropism.

— See next word and -tropic.

Derivative : heliotropic-al-ly, adv.

heliotropism, n., tendency of a plant to turn to-

ward the sun's rays. — Compounded of helio-,

Gk. -rp67to(; or xpoTrf), 'a turning', and suff'. -ism.

See trope, tropism and cp. geotropism, hydrotro-

pism, hygrotropism, nyctitropism, orthotropism,

selenotropism.

Heliotropium, n., a genus of plants, the turnsole

(hot.) — ModL. See heliotrope,

heliotype, n., picture produced by heliotypy. —
Compounded of helio- and type,

heliotypography, n., a process of photoengraving.

— Compounded of helio- and typography,

heliotypy, n., process in which prints are made

from a gelatin film exposed under a negative. —
See heliotype and subst. suff. -y.

Heliozoa, n. pi., an order of protozoans {zool.)—
ModL., lit. 'sun animals', fr. belio- and ^oia, pi.

of i^tpov, 'animal'. See zoo-.

Derivatives: heliozo-an, adj. and n.

helium, n., name of a gaseous element (chem.)—
ModL., fr. Gk. i^Xioi;, 'the sun'; so called by

the English astronomer Sir Joseph Norman

Lockyer (1836-1920) and the English chemist

Sir Edward Frankland (1825-99). because it was

first observed by them in the spectrum of the

sun (in 1868, during an ecUpse). See heliacal

and -ium.
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helix, n., spiral line. — L., fr. Gk. gXi^ (for

*f^Xi^), 'spiral, coir, from the stem of ^Xiactetv

(for *Fe.yixiziv), 'to turn about, wind, roll',

fr. I.-E. base *wel-, 'to bend, turn, twist, roll'.

See volute and words there referred to and cp.

esp. Helicon, helminth,

hell, n.— ME. helle, fr. OE. hell, rel. to OS. hellja,

ON. hel, OFris. helle, hille, Du. hel, ORG. hel-

lia, hella, MHG. helle, G. Nolle, Goth, halja,

'heU', lit. 'that which hides', fr. I.-E. base *kel-,

'to hide, conceal', whence also OE. heall, hall,

'hall'. See hall.

Derivatives: hell-ish, adj., hell-ish-ly, adv., hell-

ish-ness, n.

hellbender, n., a large aquatic salamander. —
Formed fr. hell, bend, v., and agential suff. -er.

Helle, n., the daughter of Athamas and Nephele,

who was drowned in the strait which was called

the Hellespont (now = the Dardanelles) after

her. — L., fr. Gk. "EXXtj, which is of uncertain

origin. It possibly means 'the bright one', and

is rel. to sXtxvT), 'torch of reeds'. See Helen.

heUebore, n. — F., fr. L. helleborus, fr. Gk. sXX^-

Popo?, which prob. means lit. 'eaten by fawns',

and is compounded of eXXoi; (sXX^;), 'fawn',

and stem ^pto- (whence piPpciCTXEiv), 'to eat'.

For the first element see elk, for the second see

voracious.

helleborine, n., name of an orchidaceous plant.—
L. helleborine, fr. Gk. JXXcPoptvif), lit. 'a plant

resembling hellebore', fr. EXXi^opoi;. See helle-

bore and -ine (representing Gk. -tw)).

Helleborus, n., a genus of plants, the hellebore

(hot.) — ModL. See hellebore.

Hellen, n., son of Deucalion and eponymous

ancestor of the Greeks. — Gk. "EXXigv, 'Hellen'

(whence the pi. "EXXyjve?, 'descendants of Hel-

len; Greeks'), of uncertain origin; possibly

standing for "EX-Xrjv and lit. meaning 'seizer,

taker', and rel. to eX-eiv, 'to take', EXwp,

EXtopiov, 'prey, booty'. See sell and cp. Hel-

lenize. Cp. also counsel.

HeUene, n., Greek. — Gk. "EXXirjv. See prec.

word.

Hellenic, adj., Greek.— Gk. 'EXXTjvixi?, 'Greek',

fr. "EXXt)v£?, 'Greeks'. See Hellen and -ic.

Hellenism, n., i) a Greek phrase or idiom; 2)

Greek culture; 3) adoption of Greek culture.

— Gk. 'EXXif)vtCT(j.6i;, imitation of the Greeks,

Hellenism', fr. EXX-r)viJ;Eiv, 'to speak Greek,

make Greek' (see Hellenize); introduced in 1836

by the German historian Johann Gustav Droy-

sen (1808-84) as a term denoting the develop-

ment of Greek culture from Alexander the Great

to the end of antiquity.

Hellenist, n., 1) an admirer of Greek culture; 2) a

Greek Jew. — Gk. "EXXir]vi<Hji6i;, 'one who uses

the Greek language', esp. 'Greek Jew', fr. 'EX-

XtjvICeiv. See next word.

Derivative: Hellenist-ic, Hellenist-ic-al, adjs.,

Hellenist-ic-al-ly, adv.

Hellenize, tr. v., to make Greek in character;

intr. v., to adopt the Greek speech, customs,

etc. — Gk. 'EXXT)vt^siv, 'to speak Greek, make
Greek, Hellenize', fr. "BXXrjvES, 'Greeks'. See

Hellen and -ize.

Derivatives: Helleniz-ation, n., Helleniz-er, n.

Helleno-, combining form meaning 'Grfeek-'. —
"EXXtjvo-, fr. "EXXtjve?, 'Greeks'. See Hellen.

heller, n., name of a small coin formerly current

in Germany and Austria. — G. Heller, fr.

MHG. haller, heller, short for Haller pfenninc,

i.e. 'pfennig coined at Hall (in Swabia)'. For

sense development cp. dollar. For the ending

see agential suff. -er.

hellhound, n., i) a dog of hell, such as Cerberus;

2) a demon. — ME. hellehund, fr. OE. helle

hand, lit. 'hound of hell'. See hell and hound,

hello, interj. — A var. of hallo,

hetan, n., tiller; steering wheel of a vessel. — ME.
helme, fr. OE. helma, 'rudder', rel. to OHG.
helmo, 'tiller', MHG. halmie), helm, G. Helm,

'handle of an ax, helve', and to E. helve and

halter (qq.v.)

helm, n., helmet {poet.)— ME., fr. OE. helm. See

helmet. Derivative: helm-ed, adj.

helmet, n. — OF., dimin. of helme (F. heaume),

'helmet', fr. Prankish *helm, which is rel. to

OHG., MHG., G., OFris., OS., OE. helm, ON.

hjalmr, Goth, hilms. These words prob. meant

orig. 'cover, protection', and derive fr. I.-E.

base *icel-, 'to cover, hide, conceal', whence also

OE. helan, etc., 'to conceal'. See hall and cp.

the second element in Anselm, Kenelm, Wil-

liam. Cp. also It. elmo, OProven^. elm, Sp.

yelmo, 'helmet', which also are Teut. loan words.

Derivative; helmet-ed, adj.

hebninth, n., a parasitic worm. — Gk. 'i'K\Jxz

(later form gX(iiv(;), gen. eXjxivS-o?, for *feX^iv;,

lit. 'that which rolls or twists', rel. to liXiooetv

(for *fsXixieiv), 'to wind, roll', eXi^ (for *feXi5),

'spiral'. See helix and cp. the second element

in nemathelminth. Derivative: helminth-ic, adj.

helminth-, form of helmintho- before a vowel.

hebninthiasis, n., a disease caused by the pre-

sence of parasitic worms in the body (med.)—
Medical L., fr. Gk. EXjxiv&iav, 'to suffer from

worms', fr. eX[jii<;, gen. 2X(iiv9o<;. See helminth

and -iasis.

helmintho-, before a vowel hebnmth-, combining

form meaning 'worm' (med.) — Gk. £X(aiv&o-,

EX[xtv&-, fr. eX[xii;, gen. eX^iv^i;, 'worm'. See

hebninth.

helminthology, n., the study of worms (esp. of

parasitic worms). — Compounded of hel-

mmtho- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoc, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy,

hebnless, adj., having no helm (said of a vessel).

— See helm, 'tiller', and -less,

helmless, adj., having no helmet. — See helmet

and -less,

helo-, combining form meaning 'marsh'. — Gk.

4X0-, fr. 2Xo?, 'marsh'. See Helenfam.



helo-

helo-, combining form meaning 'nail'. — Gk.

rfko-, fr. tjXoi; (= Dor. aXoc), 'nail', which is rel. to

Aeol. faXXoi (pi.), written ydiXkoi (Hesychius),

'nails', and prob. cogn. with L. vallus, 'stake,

pale', vallis, 'valley', fr. I.-E. ha.&e*wal-, *wel-, 'to

bend'. See vale, 'valley', and cp. words there

referred to.

Heloderma, n., a genus of lizards (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of helo-, 'marsh', and

derma.

Helonias, n., a genus of plants of the family

Melanthaceae {hot) — ModL., lit. 'a marsh

plant', fr. Gk. eXo?, 'marsh'. See Helenium.

Helot, n., i) one of the original inhabitants of La-

conia, made serfs by the Spartans (Greek hist.) ;

2) (not cap.) a serf. — L. Relates, fr. Gk.

EiXojTEt;, which is of uncertain origin. It possibly

stands for *yiX(OTE<;, fr. *e-feX-toTs?, lit. 'captives

(scil. of the Spartans)', and is rel. to Gk.

aXtazeaOai (for *faXt(TX£cri>ai), 'to be taken

captive', fr. I.-E. base *wel-, 'to seize, take,

steal', whence also L. vellere (for *welsere), 'to

pluck, pull, twitch', volnus, vulnus, 'wound'. See

vellicate and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: helot-age, n., helot-ism, n., helot-

ry, n.

help, tr. and i;itr. v. -- ME. helpen, fr. OE. hel-

pan, rel. to OS. helpan, ON. hjatpa, Dan. hjxlpe,

Swed. hjiilpa, OFris. helpa, MLG., MDu., Du.

helpen, OHG. helfun, MHG., G. helfen, Goth.

hilpan, 'to help', and cogn. with Lith. selpiit,

Selpti, 'to help, support', pa-salpd, 'support'.

Derivatives: help, n. (q.v.), help-er, n., help-

ing, n.

help, n.— OE. help (fern, and masc), helpe (fern.),

fr. helpan, 'to help', rel. to ON. hjalp, Dan.

hjxlp, Swed. hjdlp, OFris. helpe, Du. hulp, OHG.
helfa, hilfa, MHG. hetfe, hilfe, G. Hilfe. See

help, V.

Derivatives: help-ful, adj., help-ful-ly, adv.,

help-ful-ness, n., help-less, adj., help-less-ly, adv.,

help-less-ness, n.

helpmate, n., a companion; esp. applied to a

wife. — Corruption of helpmeet,

helpmeet, n., a helpmate. — From a misunder-

standing of the English rendering of Heb. 'izer

khieghdS in Gen. 2:18 and 20 'an help meet for

him'. See help, n. and meet, 'suitable'.

helter-skelter, adv., in haste and confusion. —
Of imitative origin.

Derivatives: helter-skelter, adj. and n.

helve, n., handle of an ax. — ME. hilve, helve,

fr. OE. hielf, helfe, rel. to OS. helvi, MDu. helf,

helve, OHG. halb, MHG. halp, 'handle of an

ax, helve', OHG. helmo, 'tiller', and cogn. with

Lith. kilpa, 'stirrup', kdlpa, 'traverse of a sled-

ge'. Cp. halter and helm, 'tiller'.

Derivative: helve, tr. v,

Helvella, n., a genus of sac fungi (hot.)— ModL.,

fr. L. helvella, 'a small potherb', dimin. formed

fr. helvus, 'light bay'. See yellovif and -ella and

cp. next word.
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helvite, n., a yellow mineral. — Formed with

subst. suff. -ite fr. L. helvus, 'light bay'. See

yellow and cp. prec. word.

hem, n., edge, border. — ME. hemm, hem, fr. OE.

hemm, hem, rel. to ON. hemja, 'to bridle, curb',

Dan. hemme, Swed. hdmma, 'to stop, restrain',

OFris. hemma, 'to hinder', MDu., MHG., G.

hemmen, 'to hem in, stop, hinder', and to OE.

hamm, 'enclosed pasture land'.

hem, tr. v. — ME. hemmen, fr. OE. hemman, fr.

hem, 'edge, border'. See hem, v.

Derivative : hemm-er, n.

hem, n., interjection and intr. v. — Imitative.

hem-, form of hemo- before a vowel.

hemal, haemal, adj., pertaining to blood. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. al^a, 'blood',

which possibly stands for *sai-men and is cogn.

with OS. sem, ON. seimr, MDu. seem, Du.

zeem, OHG., MHG., G. seim, 'virgin honey'.

The original meaning of both Greek al^a and

these Teut. words seems to have been 'a viscid

liquid'. Cp. -emia.

hemat-, form of hemato- before a vowel.

hematic, haematic, adj., pertaining to blood, of

the color of blood. — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. Gk. al(xa, gen. ai'ixaTO?, 'blood'. See hemal.

hematin, hematine, haematin, haematine, n., the

coloring matter of hemoglobin (biochem.) —
Formed with chem. suff. -in, resp. -ine, fr. Gk.

al[xa, gen. a't(iaTO(;, 'blood'; see hemal.

hematite, haematite, n., an ore of iron (mineral.)

— L. haematites, fr. Gk. aifxaxf-niG, 'bloodlike',

used in the sense of yi%oc, aX\t.a.xtTr^c,, 'a red

iron ore', fr. 0X^1.%, gen. a'ijiaxoi;, 'blood'. See

hemal and subst. .uff. -ite.

Derivative: hematit-ic, adj.

hemato-, haemato-, before a vowel hemat-, hae-

mat-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

blood'. — Gk. aijiaTo-, aijj.aT-, fr. al|jta, gen.

rii[>jxTOQ, 'blood'. See hemal.

hematocele, haematocele, n., a tumor containing

blood (med.) — Compounded of hemato- and

Gk. xr)X7), 'tumor'. See -cele.

hemato-crystallin, haemato-crystallin, hemoglo-

bin in a crystalline condition. — See hemato-

and crystalline.

hematocyte, haematocyte, n., a blood cell. —
Compounded of hemato- and Gk. xuto?, 'a hol-

low vessel'. See -cyte.

hematoidin, haematoidin, n., an ironfree yellowish

pigment (biochem.) — Coined by the German

pathologist Rudolf Virchow (1 821-1902) fr.

hemato-, -oid and chem. suff. -in.

hematology, n., the science of the blood (med.)

— Compounded of hemato- and -logy.

Derivatives: hematolog-ic adj., hematolog-ist, n.

hemer-, form of hemero- before a vowel.

hemeralopia, n., i)day blindness; 2) night blind-

ness. — Medical L., fr. Gk. -fj^iEpaXcov, 'blind

by day', compounded of r;|xlp5, 'day', akaoc,,

'blind', and djij; (gen. <s>n6cX 'eye'. For the ety-

mology of Gk. r)(jLipa see hemero-. Gk. dXa6(;
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prob. means lit. 'not seeing', and is formed fr.

a- (seepriv. pref. a) and the stem ofXaew, 'to see',

which is cogn. with OI. Idsati, 'shines, beams'.

For the etymology of Gk. &^ see -opia. Cp.

nyctalopia. Derivative : hemeralop-ic, adj.

hemero-, before a vowel hemer-, combining form

meaning 'day'.— Gk. f](xepo-, ^|J-£p-, fr. 7)(j.epa,

'day', which is rel. to ^(Jtap of s.m., and cogn.

with Arm. aur (fr. *amur), 'day'. Cp. ephemeral,

hemeralopia, Mesembryanthemum.

Hemerocallis, n., a genus of plants, the day lily

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. •r)tiepoxaXXe(;, 'a kind

of lily', which is compounded of -fifi^pa, 'day'

and xaXXo?, 'beauty' (see hemero- and calo-);

so called because its flowers blossom only one

single day.

hemi-, pref. in words of Greek origin, meaning

'half. — Gk. T\\u.-, for *semi-, cogn. with OI.

sdmi, 'half, L. semi-, OE. sdm-, OHG. sdmi-,

'half. See semi-.

-hernia, haemia. — Variants of -emia.

hemialgia, n., pain involving only one side of

the body (med.) — Medical L., compounded of

hemi- and Gk. -aXyiS, fr. SXyo?, 'pain'. See -algia.

hemicrania, n., a periodical headache, usually on

one side of the head only.— Late L. hemicrania,

fr. Gk. Y)[jtixpavta, 'pain on one side of the

head', which is compounded of rjfxi- (see hemi-)

and xpavtov, 'head, skull' ; see cranium. Cp. mi-

graine, megrim.

hemicycle, n., semicircle. — F. hemicycle, fr. L.

hemicyclus, fr. Gk. TjfiixuKXtov, 'semicircle',

prop. neut. of the adjective r\\it,y.\>yX\oq, 'semi-

circular', fr. rjfxi- (see hemi-) and xuxXo?, 'circle'.

See cycle.

hemielytron, hemielytnim, n., one of the fore

wings of certain insects (entomol.) — ModL.,

compounded of hemi- and elytron.

hemin, haemin, n., the hydrochloride of hematin

(biochem.) — Formed with chem. suff. -in fr.

Gk. aljxa, 'blood'. See hemal.

hemiplegia, n., paralysis of one side of the body

(med.) — Medical L., compounded of hemi-

and Gk. -nk-riyla., fr. Tzkrjyy], 'stroke'. See -plegia.

Derivative: hemipleg-ic, adj.

Hemiptera, n. pi., an order of insects, the bugs

(entomol.) — ModL., compounded of hemi-

and Gk. tttepov, 'wing'. See ptero-.

hemipterous, adj., pertaining to the Hemiptera.

— See prec. word and -ous.

hemisphere, n., half of the surface of a sphere

a sphere ; esp. half of the surface of the earth. —
F. hemisphere, fr. L. haemisphaerium, fr. Gk.

T,LLi.CT!paipiov, which is compounded of y)(j.i- (see

hemi-) and a9aTpa, 'ball, globe, sphere'. See

sphere.

hemispherical, adj. — See hemi-, spheric and adj.

suff. -al.

hemistich, n., half of a poetic line. — L. hemi-

stichium, fr. Gk. fjjj.iaTtxiov, 'half line, half

verse', compounded of f](i.i- (see hemi-) and

oTixoi;, 'row, line, rank; verse', which is related

to CTTEixsiv, 'to go, march in order'. See acrostic

and cp. words there referred to.

hemlock, n. — ME. humlok, hemlok, fr. OE.
hymlic, hymlice, hemllc, of uncertain origin.

hemo-, haemo-, before a vowel hem-, haem-, com-
bining form meaning 'blood'. — Gk. ai^o-,

aE(j.-, fr. alfxa, 'blood'. See hemal and cp.

hemato-.

hemoglobin, haemoglobin, n., the coloring matter

of the red blood corpuscles (biochem^— Short-

ened by the German chemist Ernst Felix Im-

manuel Hoppe-Seyler (1825-95) ff- earlier hae-

matoglobulin, fr. haemato- (in the sense of

haematin) and globulin.

hemophilia, haemophilia, n., tendency to bleeding

(med.) — Medical L., coined by the German
physician Johann Lucas Schonlein (1793-1864)

in 1828 fr. haemo- and Gk. cptXiS, 'friendship',

here used in the sense of 'tendency to'. See

philo-.

hemoptysis, haemoptysis, n., spitting of blood

(med.) — ModL., compounded of hemo- and

Gk, -Kroenq, 'spitting', fr. Tmisiv, 'to spit'. See

ptyalin.

hemorrhage, haemorrhage, n., bursting ofa blood-

vessel (med.) — Medical L. haemorrhagia, fr.

Gk. alixoppayia, 'haemorrhage', which is com-

pounded of aijjto- (see hemo-) -ppayia, 'a burst-

ing forth', fr. pr]yviivai, 'to break, burst'. See

-rrhagia.

Derivatives : hemorrhag-ic, hemorrhag-ic-al, adjs.

hemorrhoidal, haemorrhoidal, adj. — F. hemor-

r(h)oldal. See next word and adj. suff. -al.

hemorrhoids, haemorrhoids, n. pL, piles. — F.

hemorr(h)oides, fr. L. haemorrhotdae, fr. Gk.

aifxoppotSE; (tpX^PE;), '(veins) liable to dis-

charge blood' (esp. used in the sense of 'hemor-

rhoids') pi. of atfxoppot?, fr. ai;i6ppoo!;, 'flowing

with blood', compounded of al^i.o- (see hemo-)

and p^Eiv, 'to flow', which stands for *apEfeiv.

See stream,

hemostasis, haemostasis, hemostasia, haemostasia,

n., stoppage of bleeding (med.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. atfjioCTTaCTi?, which is compounded of

aijio- (see hemo-) and cttocoi?, 'standing, stand-

ing still'. See stasis,

hemostat, haemostat, n., anything that stops

hemorrhage; specif., an instrument used to

compress a bleeding vessel. — Fr. hemostatic,

hemostatic, haemostatic, adj., serving to stop

hemorrhage; styptic. — Compounded of hemo-

and Gk. CTTaTtxoq, 'causing to stand'. See static,

hemp, n. — ME., fr. OE. hienep, henep, rel. to

OS. hanap, ON. hampr, Swed. hampa, Dan.

hamp, MDu., Du. hennep, OHG. hanaf, MHG.
hanef, hanf, G. Hanf(= Teut. *hanap). Cp. Gk.

xdcwocpi? (whence L. cannabis). Arm. kanap'.

Alb. kanep, Russ.-Church Slav. konoplja(whence

Lith. kanapes), 'hemp'. All these words are

loan words from a foreign, possibly Scythian,

language. Cp. canvas, canvass. Cp. also sunn.

Derivative: hemp-en, adj.
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hen, n. — ME., fr. OE. hen, henn, rel. to

OFris. henn, MDu. henne, Du. hen, OHG. henna,

heninna, MHG., G. henne, 'hen', OE., OFris.,

Goth, hana, OS., OHG. hano, ON. hani, Dan.,

Swed., MLG., MDu. hane, Du. haan, MHG.
hane, han, G. Hahn, 'cock'. These words lit.

mean 'the singing bird', and are cogn. with L.

canere, 'to sing'. For sense development cp. the

cogn. Gk. Yji-xavo?, (Hesychius) 'cock', lit.

'singer of the dawn'. See cant, 'slang of beggars',

and words there referred to and cp. esp.

chanticleer.

Derivative: henn-ery, n.

henad, n., a unit, monad {Platonic philosophy). —
Gk. 1-^ii.c,, gen. EvaSo?, formed fr. ev, neut. of

eT?, 'one', with suff. -a?, gen. -aSo?. See heno-

and -ad.

henbane, n. — Compounded of hen and bane,

hence, adv. — ME. hennes (formed with adv. gen.

suff. -s fr. earlier henne), contracted later into

hens (written hence, in order to show that the i

has the voiceless sound), fr. OE. heonan, heonon ;

rel. to OS. hinan, hinana, OHG. hinnan, hinnan,

hinana, MHG., G. hinnen, fr. Teut. pronominal

base *hi-. See he and cp. hinder, adj. For the

spelling with -ce cp. thence, whence.

henchman, n., i) a page or squire ; 2) a follower.—
ME. hengestman, henxtman, henksman, henche-

man, 'groom, squire', formed fr. OE. hengest,

hengst, 'horse', and man, 'man', lit. 'a man at-

tending on a horse'. The first element is rel. to

OFris. hengst, hanxt, Du. hengst, OHG. hengist,

MHG. hengest, hengst, G. Hengst, 'stallion'.

These words prob. mean lit. 'leaper, jumper',

fr. I.-E. base *kaq-, whence also Gk. xtjxieiv,

'to gush forth', Lith. Sokti, 'to jump, dance',

Sankus, 'quick, swift', MW., OCo. cassec, Bret.

kazek, 'a mare', lit. 'that which belongs to a

stallion'. For the second element see man.

hendeca-, combining form meaning 'eleven'. —
Gk. EvSsxa, compounded of cv, neut. of zlc,,

'one', and Slxa, 'ten'. See heno- and deca-.

hendecagon, n., a plane figure with eleven angles

and eleven sides. — Gk. EvSexaYcovoi;, 'having

eleven angles'. See hendeca- and -gon and cp.

undecagon.

hendecasyllabic, adj., having eleven syllables. —
L. hendecasyllabus, fr. Gk. ivSexaouXXapo?,

'having eleven syllables'. See hendeca- and

syllabic.

hendiadys, n., a figure of speech in which two

nouns joined by and are used instead of a noun

with an adjective. — ML. alteration of Gk. hi

Sia S'jotv, 'one (thing) by means of two'. See

heno-, dia- and dual,

henequen, n., the fiber of the plant Agave rigida

sisalana. — Sp. henequen, jeniquen, fr. Taino

henequen.

henna, n., the shrub Lawsonia inermis and the

reddish dye made from its leaves. — Arab.

hinnd', 'henna', a name of Persian origin. Cp.

alkanet, Alkanna, orcanet.

heno-, combining form meaning 'one'. — Gk.

evo-, neut. of si? (for *4fx-?), fr. ev (for *4(jt-),

'one', fr. I.-E. base *sem-,*s?p-, 'one, together'.

See same and words there referred to and cp. esp.

hendeca-, hendiadys, henotic.

henotheism, n., a kind of polytheism in which one

god of the pantheon is raised over the rest, —
Coined by Friedrich Max MiJller (1823-1900),

professor of comparative philology at Oxford,

in his Lectures on the Origin and Growth of

Religion (1878), fr. heno- and ist theism,

benotheist, n., an adherent of henotheism. —See

prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: henotheist-ic, adj.

henotic, adj., unifying; harmonizing. — Gk.

ivMTixoi;, 'serving to unite', fr. evouv, 'to make

one, unite', fr. Sv, neut. of tie,, 'one'. See heno-.

Henrietta, fem. PN. — F. Henriette, fem. dimin.

of Henri. See next word and cp. Harriet. Cp.

also Etta.

Henry, masc. PN. — F. Henri, fr. Late L. Hen-

ricus, fr. G. Heinrich, fr. OHG. Heimerich, lit.

'the ruler of the house', fr. heim, 'house, home',

and rihhi, 'ruler'. The first element is rel. to

OE. ham, 'home'; see home. For the second

element see rich. Cp. Harry.

henry, n., the unit of inductance (electr.) —
Named after the American physicist Joseph

Henry (1797-1878).

hent, tr. v., to seize (archaic). — ME. henten, fr.

OE. hentan, 'to try to seize, to attack, seize',

which stands in gradational relationship to OE.

huntian, 'to hunt'. See hunt and cp. hint.

heortology, n., the study of feasts. — Compoun-

ded of Gk. ko^Tf], 'feast, festival', and -Xoyta, fr.

-XoYo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. The first

element is of uncertain origin. It possibly stands

for *f£-fop-Td and lit. means 'a kindly act (to

a deity)' and is rel. to Epavoi; (for *fepavoc),

'a meal to which everyone contributed his

share', and to f,pa, ace. (for *fr)pa), in ijpa

(pepEiv, 'to do a favor', ETtt-Yjpa, 'pleasing gifts',

and cogn. with L. severus, 'serious, grave, strict,

austere' ; see severe. For the second element see

-logy.

Derivative: heortolog-i-cal, adj.

hepar, n. , i ) the liver ; 2) a liver-colored substance.

— ML., fr. Gk. ^Ttap, 'liver'. See hepatic.

heparin, n., an anticoagulant obtained from the

livers of animals {pharm.) — Coined by the

American physiologist William Henry Howell

(1860-1945) and the American physician Luther

Emmett Holt Jr. ( 1 895- ) (see the article"Two

new factors in blood coagulation — Heparin

and Pro-antithrombin" in American Journal

of Physiology, 47, 3^8, 1918), fr. Gk. -^nap

(gen. Y)7taT0<;), 'liver' (see hepatic), and chem.

suff. -in. The correct form would have been

hepatin.

hepat-, form of hepato- before a vowel.

hepatic, adj., pertaining to the liver. — Gk.
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7)7taTi,x6i;, 'of the liver', fr. •^Ttap, gen. ^na-cot;,

'liver', fr. I.-E. base *ygq«'-r(t), gen. yeq^-nds,

whence also OI. ydki^t, gen. yakndh, Avestic

ydkar^, MPsTs.jakar, ModPets. jigar, L.Jecur,

OLith. j'eknos, Jekanas, Lith. jaknos (pi.), Lett.

aknas, aknis (pi.), 'liver'. Cp. hepar, heparin,

jecoral.

Hepatica, n., a genus of plants, the liverleaf (6o^)

— ML. hepatica, 'liverwort', fr. L. hepatica,

fem. of hepaticus, 'of the liver', fr. Gk. y\v:ix.n>t.6c„

'of the liver', of s.m., fr. SJTtap, gen. -i^TcaToi;,

'liver' (see prec. word); so called because the

leaves of the plant resemble the liver.

Hepaticae, n. pi., a class of plants, the liverworts.

— ModL., prop. pi. of prec. word.

hepatization, n., consolidation of the lung owing

to pneumonia {med.) — Lit. 'appearance of a

liver' ; coined by the Italian physician Giovanni

Battista Morgagni (1682-1771), fr. Gk. -JiTra-

Ti^Etv, 'to be like a liver', fr. ^itap, gen. -i^TraTO?,

'liver'. See hepatic and -ize.

hepato-, before a vowel hepat-, combining form

denoting the liver. — Gk. -JiTtaTO-, fr. ^nrap, gen.

•(ITTaTo;, 'liver'. See hepatic.

hephaestic, adj., pertaining to smiths ; — hephaes-

tic cramp, cramp caused by the excessive use

of the hammer. — See next word and -ic.

Hephaestus, n., the god of fire and metal-working

;

identified later with Vulcan {Greek mythol.) —
L., fr. Gk. "Htpaicrro?, a pre-Hellenic word of

uncertain origin.

Hephzibah, fem. PN. {Bible).— Heb. IfephtzXbih,

lit. 'my delight is in her', compounded of

hephtzt, 'my delight', fr. fi^phetz, 'delight,

pleasure, desire', which derives fr. hdphitz, 'he

delighted in, desired', and of bah, 'in her', fr.

¥-, 'in', with the fem. suff. of the 3rd person.

See haflz.

Hepplewhite, adj., relating to the style introduced

in England by the cabinetmaker George Hepple-

white (died in 1786).

hept-, form of hepta- before a vowel.

hepta-, before a vowel hept-, combining form

meaning 'seven'. — Gk. i-rz-xa.-, im-, fr. ^Trra,

'seven', which stands for *septip and is cogn.

with L. septem, Goth, sibuni OE. seofon, 'seven'.

See seven.

heptachord, n., 1) a seven-stringed instrument;

2) diatonic system of seven tones {mus.) — Gk.

^TTTa/opSoi;, 'seven-stringed'; compounded of

ETcra (see hepta-) and xopS^i, 'chord'. See chord

and cp. words there referred to.

heptad, n., a group of seven things. — Gk. ETtroi;,

gen. ETtraSo?, 'a group of seven', formed fr.

ETTTot, 'seven', with suff. -a?, gen. -iSoi;. See

hepta- and -ad.

heptagon, n., a plane figure with seven angles and

seven sides {geom.) — Gk. ^TrraYoivoq, 'seven-

cornered', compounded of Jtctix (see hepta-) and

-ytdvos, from the stem of yta-Ai, 'angle'. See

-gon.

Derivative: heptagon-al, adj.

herb

heptahedron, n., a solid figure with seven plane

faces {geom.) — Compounded of hepta- and

Gk. 28pa, 'seat; base, side, face'. See -hedron.

heptamerous, adj., consisting of seven parts. —
Compounded of hepta- and Gk. [dpoz, 'part'.

See -merous.

heptarch, n., one of the rulers in a heptarchy. —
Compounded of hept- and Gk. ipx^i;, 'leader,

chief, ruler'. See -arch,

heptarchy, n., government by seven persons. —
Compounded of hept- and Gk. -ap/iS, 'rule'.

See -archy.

Heptateuch, n., the first seven books of the Bible.

— Late L. Heptateuchos, fr. Gk. eTtraTSuxo?

(scil. ptjiXoi;), 'a book consisting of seven

volumes', which is compounded of iitrd (see

hepta-) and Teux°?> 'tool, implement', later,

'book'. See Pentateuch and cp. Hexateuch,

Octateuch.

her, pers. pron. — ME. hire, here, hir, fr. OE.

hiere, hire, hyre, dat. heo, Mo, 'she', fem. of he,

'he'. See he and cp. hers.

her, possessive pronominal adj.— ME. hire, here,

hir, OE. hiere, hire, hyre, gen. of heo. Mo. See

prec. word.

Hera, n., sister and wife of Zeus, queen of the

gods {Greek mythol.); identified by the Romans

with Juno.— L., fr. Gk. "Hpa, which stands for

*"Hpfa, lit. means 'protectress', and is rel. to

^pu?, 'hero', orig. 'defender, protector'. See hero.

Heracles, Herakles, n. — See Hercules.

Heradeum, n., a genus of plants, the cow pars-

nip {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ripaxXeta, name

of a plant, prop. fem. of the adj. 'HpaxXEio?,

'pertaining to Hercules', fr. 'HpaxX^? (see Her-

cules). Accordingly Gk. TjpaxXEia lit. means

'the flower dedicated to Hercules'.

Heraclidae, n. pL, the descendants of Hercules.

— L., fr. Gk. 'HpaxXsTSai, pi. of 'HpaxXstSTii;,

'son or descendant of Hercules'. See Hercules

and patronymic suff. -id.

herald, n., 1) forerunner; 2) proclaimer. — ME.

herald, heraud, fr. OF. heralt, heraut (F. heraut),

fr. Frankish *hariwald, a compound lit. meaning

'oSicer of the army'. The first element is rel.

to OHG. heri, MDu., OE. here, 'host, army';

see harry. The second element is rel. to OHG.
waltan, 'to rule'; see wieW and cp. the suffix in

spring-al, spring-aid. Cp. the name Chariovolda,

the Batavian chief, mentioned by Tacitus, and

ON. Harald (see Harold), which are of the same

etymology as OF. heralt. It. araldo, Sp. heraldo,

G. Herald, are French loan words.

Derivatives: herald, tr. v., herald-ic, adj., herald-

ic-al-ly, adv., herald-ry, n.

herapathite, n., quinine sulfato-periodide {min-

eral.) — Named after the English chemist

William B. Herapath (1795-1868). For the en-

ding see subst. suff. -ite.

herb, n. — ME. herbe, erbe, fr. OF. erbe (F. her-

be), fr. L. herba, 'grass, herb', which is of un-

certain origin. The spelling with h is due to the
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influence of L. herba. Cp. yerba and the second

element in contrayerva.

Derivatives: herb-y, herb-less, adjs.

herbaceous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

herbs. — L. herbaceus, 'grassy', fr. herba. See

herb and -aceous.

herbage, n., herbs collectively. — ME. erbage, fr.

F. herbage, fr. ML. herbaticum, fr. L. herba.

See herb and -age.

herbal, adj., pertaining to herbs. — ML. her-

balis, fr. L. herba. See herb and adj. suff. -aL

Derivatives: herbal, n. (q.v.), he.

herbal, n., a treatise on herbs. — ML. herbale,

prop. neut. of the adjective herbdlis, used as

a noun. See herbal, adj.

herbarium, n., a collection of plants. — Late L.

herbarium, prop, subst. use of the neut. of the

adj. herbdrius, 'pertaining to herbs', fr. L. herba.

See herb and -arium and cp. herbary. Cp. also

arbor.

herbary, n., i) herbarium; 2) a garden of herbs

or vegetables. — Late L. herbarium. See prec.

word and subst. suff. -ary.

herb bennet, a European herb with an astringent

root, Geum urbanum. — ME. herbe beneit, fr.

OF. herbe beneite, fr. L. herba benedicta, 'the

blessed herb' (see herb and bennet) ; so called for

its medicinal properties.

Herbert, masc. PN. — Not the direct derivative

of OF. Herebeorhi, but of its OHG. equivalent

Hariberct, through the intermediate Latinized

form Herbertus, introduced into England by the

Normans. OHG. Hariberct is compounded of

hari, heri, 'host, army', and beraht, 'bright'. See

harry and bright and cp. the first element in

Herman,

herbiferous, adj., bearing herbs. — L. herbifer,

compounded of L. herba, 'grass, herb', and

ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See herb and -ferous.

Herbivora, n. pi., a group of mammals (zool.) —
ModL., lit. '(mammals) feeding on grass', com-

pounded of L. herba, 'grass, herb', and vordre,

'to devour'. See herb and voracious,

herbivore, n., a herbivorous animal. — See prec.

word.

herbivorous, adj., feeding on grass. — See Herbi-

vora and -ous.

herborist, n., 1) a collector of plants; 2) a her-

balist. — F. herboriste, fr. earlier herboliste, fr.

herboliser. See herlwrize and -ist.

herborization, n.— F. herborisation, fr. herboriser.

See next word and -ation.

herborize, intr. v., to botanize {archaic). — F.

herboriser, fr. earlier herboliser, a hybrid coined

fr. L. herbula, 'a little herb', dimin. of herba,

and -iser, a suff. of Greek origin. See herb

and -ize.

herb Paris, a liliaceous herb (Paris quadrifolia).

— ML. herba paris, of uncertain origin. Some
scholars see in paris the gen. of L. par, 'equal;

a couple, pair', and translate herba paris ac-

cordingly 'herb of a couple' (see pair). The herb
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should have been so called in allusion to the

regular formation of the four leaves. Others ex-

plain the name herba Paris as 'the herb of Paris',

and see in it a reference to Paris, son of Priam

of Troy. Cp. Paris.

herb Robert, n., a kind of geranium with red

flowers (Geranium robertianum). — ME. herbe

robert, fr. ML. herba Roberti, lit. 'Robert's

herb'. It was possibly to called after Robert

Duke of Normandy.
Herculean, adj., i) pertaining to Herculus; 2)

(usually not cap.) having the strength of Her-

cules; 3) (usually not cap.) very difficult, danger-

ous. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Hercules.

See next word.

Hercules, n., a hero, son of Zeus and Alcmene

(Greek mythol.) — L. Hercules, fr. earlier Her-

cles, fr. Gk. "HpaxX^v)?, 'HpaxXyji;, lit. 'glory of

Hera', fr. "HpS, 'Hera', and xXio?, 'glory'. See

Hera and loud and cp. Clio, cledonism, the first

element in Clianthus and the second element in

Damocles, Eteocles, Euclea.

Hercynian, adj., designating, or pertaining to, the

forest-covered mountains of ancient Germany.
— Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Hercynia(sil\a),

Hercymus(saltus), 'Hercynian forest', which,

together with Gk. 'Apxuvia 8pT), 'Opxiivio?

SpO(jt6(;, derives fr. OCeltic *Perkunyd, fr. I.-E.

base *perq (o)-, 'oak ; oak forest ; wooded moun-
tain'. See fir and cp. Quercus.

hercynite, n., iron aluminate (mineral.) — So

called because found at Ronsberg, in the Bo-

hemian Forest. See Hercynian. For the ending

see subst suff. -ite.

herd, n., a number of animals. — ME. heorde,

herd, fr. OE. heard, 'herd, flock', rel. to ON.
hjord, Dan., Swed. hjord, OHG. herta, MHG.
herte, G. Herde, Goth, hairda, 'herd', and cogn.

with OL sdrdhah, 'herd, troop', OSlav. ir^da,

'herd', Gk. xop^u;, 'heap', xopS-iivsiv, 'to lift,

raise', MW. cordd, 'troop, family', Lith. kefd-

zius, 'shepherd' (derived fr. *kerda, 'flock').

These words prob. derive fr. L-E. base *kerdh-,

*kordh-, 'row, herd, troop'. Cp. herd, 'herds-

man', herder,

herd, n., herdsman, now used chiefly in com-

pounds as cow-herd, shep-herd. — ME. heorde,

herde, fr. OE. hierde, hyrde, rel. to OS. hirdi,

ON. hirdir, Dan. hyrde, Swed. herde, MLG.,
MDu. herde, OHG. hirti, MHG. hirte, hirt,

G. Hirt, Goth, hairdeis, 'herdsman, shepherd',

and to OE. heard, 'herd, flock'. See herd, 'a

number of animals'.

herd, tr. v., to put into a herd; intr. v., to flock

together. — ME. herdien, fr. herde, 'herd'. See

herd, 'a number of animals'.

herder, n., one who herds, a herdsman. — Not

derived fr. the E. verb herd, but borrowed fr.

MDu. (= Du.) herder, of s.m., fr. herde, 'herd'

(see herd, 'a number of animals'). See J. F.

Bense, A Dictionary of the Low-Dutch Element

in the English Vocabulary, p. 142.
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herderite, n., a beryllium and calcium fluophos-

phate (mineral^ — Named after Baron Sieg-

mund A. W. von Herder (1776-1838), director

of the Saxon mines. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

herdic, n., a kind of cab with two or four wheels.

— Named after its inventor, the American Peter

Herdic (died in 1888).

here, adv. — ME. her, fr. OE. her, rel. to OS.

her, hlr, ON., Goth, her, Dan. her, Swed. har,

MDu., Du. hier, OHG. hiar, MHG., O. hier,

hie, 'here', fr. Teut. pron. base *hi-, correspond-

ing to L-E. *ki-, 'this; here'. See he and cp.

hither.

Derivative: here, n.

hereafter, adv. and n. — ME. here after, fr. OE.
hersefter. See here and after.

hereditable, adj., heritable. — ML. hereditdbilis,

fr. hereditdre, 'to inherit', fr. heres, gen. heredis.

See heredity and -able and cp. heritable.

Derivative: hereditabil-ity, n.

hereditament, n., any property that may be in-

herited (law). — ML. hereditdmentum, fr. here-

ditdre. See prec. word and -ment.

hereditary, adj., i) derived from ancestors; 2)

passed down by heredity; 3) transmitted by

inheritance.— L. hereditdrius, 'relating to an in-

heritance, hereditary', fr. hereditds, gen. here-

ditdtis. See next word and adj. suff. -ary and

cp. heritor.

Derivative: hereditari-ly, adv.

heredity, n., thetransmissionof bodily and mental

characters of parent to offspring. — F. heredite,

fr. L. hereditdtem, ace. of hereditds, 'heirship',

fr. heres, gen. heredis, 'heir'. See heir and -ity.

Hereford, n., name of a breed of red and white

beef cattle. — So called because first bred in

Herefordshire in England.

herem, n.. Biblical ban, excommunication. —
Heb. herem, 'person or thing devoted to destruc-

tion', rel. to heherfm, 'he banned, devoted to

destruction, excommunicated', Aram, ahdrtm,

'he banned; excommunicated', Arab, hdrama,

'he forebade', hdruma, 'was forbidden', harim,

'sacred, forbidden', Ethiop. hardma, 'he pro-

hibited from common use; he devoted to', Ak-
kad. hardmu, 'to dedicate', harimtu, 'a dedicated

woman, a female hierodule'. Cp. maranatha,

marrano. Cp. also harem and words there re-

ferred to.

heresiarch, n., a founder or leader of heresy. —
Eccles. L. haeresiarcha, fr. Late Gk. aipe<Jiap-

/r^c,. See heresy and -arch.

heresiography, n., a treatise on heresies. — See

heresy and -graphy.

heresiologist, n., a student of heresies. — Formed
from next word with suff. -ist.

heresiology, n., the study of heresies. — Com-
pounded of heresy and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyoc;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

heresy, n., unorthodox belief or doctrine.— ME.

eresie, heresie, fr. OF. eresie, heresie (F. heresie),

fr. Late L. haeresis, fr. Gk. cdpsaiQ, 'a taking,

choosing, choice; sect, heresy', fr. aipsTao^ai,

'to take for oneself, middle voice of aipsTv,

'to take, choose', which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. aphaeresis, diaeresis, synaeresis.

heretic, n., a person guilty of heresy. — ME.
heretike, fr. F. heretique, fr. Eccles. L. haereticus,

fr. Gk. atpsTLxot;, 'able to choose; heretical',

fr. alpsTo?, 'to be chosen, that which may be

chosen', verbal adj. of aipeiiv. See prec. word

and -etic.

Derivatives: heretic-al, adj., heretic-al-ly, adv.,

heretic-al-ness, n.

hereticate, tr. v., to declare to be heretical. —
Eccles. L. haereticdtus, pp. of haereticdre, 'to

declare to be heretical', fr. haereticus, 'heretical'.

See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

heretoga, n., leader of an army (Old English hist.)

— OE. heretoga, compounded of here, 'host,

army', and -toga, 'leader', from the stem of

togian, 'to draw, drag', rel. to OS. heritogo,

ON. hertogi, OFris. hertoga, OHG. herizoho,

herizogo, 'leader of an army', prop, loan trans-

lations of Gk. CT-rpaxTjXaTT)!;, 'leader of an army'

(fr. (TTpaTOi;, 'army', and ^Xauvstv, 'to drive,

draw'). See harry and tow, 'to draw', and cp.

herzog.

heriot, n., feudal due paid to the lord on the death

of a tenant (English law). — ME. heriet, heriot,

fr. OE. heregeatwa, heregeatwe, (pi.), 'military

equipments', which is compounded of here,

'host, army', and geatwa, geatwe (pi.), fr. earlier

getdwe (pi.), 'apparatus, equipments, arms'. For

the first element see harry. The second element

is rel. to OE. tdwian, 'to prepare'; see taw, 'to

prepare'.

heritable, adj., inheritable. — F. heritable, fr. he-

riter, fr. L. hereditdre. See hereditable and -able

and cp. inherit.

Derivatives: heritabil-ity, n., heritabl-y, adv.

heritage, n. — OF. eritage, heritage (F. heritage),

fr. eriter, heriter (F. heriter), 'to inherit', fr. ML.
hereditdre, fr. L. hires, gen. heredis, 'heir'. See

heir and -age and cp. heredity.

heritor, n., an inheritor; heir. — ME. heriter, fr.

OF. heritier (F. heritier), 'heir', fr. L. heredi-

tdrius, 'relating to an inheritance' (whence also

OProvenf. heretier, erelier, Sp. heredero. Port.

herdeiro, 'heir'). See hereditary.

herma, n., pillar representing a head of the god

Hermes (Greek antiq.) — L. Herma, fr. Gk.
' EpixT)!;, 'Hermes ; statue of Hermes'. See Hermes.

Herman, masc. PN. — G. Hermann, fr. OHG.
Hariman, lit. 'man of war, warrior', fr. hari, heri,

'host, army', and man, 'man'. See harry and

man and cp. the first element in Herbert.

hermandad, n., name of a league originally formed

against the violence of the nobles, organized

later as national police. — Sp. lit. "brother-

hood", fr. hermano, 'brother', fr. L. germdnus,

'having the same parents' (said of brothers or
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sisters) ; see german, 'having the same parents'.

Sp. suff. -(forf derives fr. L. -tat- (nom. -tas, gen.

-talis); see subst. suff. -ty.

hermaphrodism, n., hermaphroditism. — F.

hermaphrodisme, fr. hermaphrodite, fr. L.

hermaphroditus. See next word and -ism.

hermaphrodite, n., a person or animal having

both male and female sexual organs. — L. her-

maphroditus, fr. Gk. lp[jia9p6STTO?, fr. 'Ep[xa-

9p6SlT05, the son of Hermes (= the male prin-

ciple) and Aphrodite (= the female principle).

See Hermes and Aphrodite.

Derivatives: hermaphrodit-ic, adj., hermaphro-

dit-ism, n.

hermeneutic, adj., interpretative. — Gk. h^\i.y\-

veuTixA?, 'interpreting', fr. ep(j.7)veut71(;, 'inter-

preter', fr. JptiTivEueiv, 'to interpret', fr. 4pij.r)VEii<;,

'interpreter', which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: hermeneutic-al-ly, adv., hermeneu-

tics (q.v.)

hermeneutics, n., the science of interpretation. —
Gk. 4p(xy]veuTixr) (scil. t^/vt]), 'the art of inter-

pretation', fern, of ep[A7iVEUTU<6(;, 'pertaining to

interpretation'. See prec. word and -ics.

Hermes, n., the son of Zeus and Maia, the god

of commerce and messenger of the gods in

Greek mythology; identified by the Romans

with Mercury. — L. Hermes, fr. Gk. 'Ep[A^?, of

uncertain origin. Cp. next word and herma,

Hermia, Hermione.

hermetic, adj. — ML. hermeticus, 'pertaining to

Hermes (Trismegistus)', fr. Gk. 'EpjiTi; Tpto-

\s£ficn:oc„ 'Hermes thrice greatest', the Greek

name for the Egyptian god Toth, who is said

to have invented the art of making a glass-tube

airtight. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivative : hermetic-al-ly, adv.

Hermia, fem. PN. — Fem. name formed fr. L.

Hermes, fr. Gk. 'EppLrj?. See Hermes and cp.

next word.

Hermione, fem. PN. — Gk. 'Epfxtivy], fr. 'Epurj?,

'Hermes'. See Hermes,

hermit, n. — ME. ermit, hermit, fr. OF. ermite,

hermite (F. ermite), fr. Eccles. L. eremita, fr. Gk.

JpTHifxT)?, 'hermit', lit. 'he who lives in the

desert', fr. kpri\x.l5., 'desert', fr. lp-ri\j.oc;, 'solitary,

isolated', which prob. derives fr. I.-E. base

*eri-, 'to separate, be rare', whence also L.

rdriis, 'thin, loose'. See rare, 'thin', and cp.

eremite, which is a doublet of hermit.

Derivatives: hermit-age, n., hermit-ess, n.

hernia, n., protrusion of an organ or its part

through the containing cavity; rupture. — L.,

rel. to the first element in haruspex, 'diviner in-

specting entrails', and to hira, 'emtpy gut'. See

yarn and cp. haruspex. Derivatives: herni-al,

herni-ate, herni-ated, adjs., herni-ation, n.

hemio-, combining form denoting the hernia. —
See hernia,

herniotomy, n., operation of cutting for strangu-

lated hernia (.med.)— A hybrid coined fr. hemio-

and -Touta, 'a cutting of, fr. TO\).-i\, 'a cutting'.

See -tomy.

hero, n. — MP. heroe, fr. heroe (F. heros), fr. L.

heroem, ace. of herds, 'hero', fr. Gk. -Jjpai; (for

*r)ptof-oi;), orig. 'defender, protector', rel. to

"Hpa (for *"Hpfa), 'Hera' (lit. 'tutelary god-

dess'), and cogn. with L. servare, 'to save, deliver,

preserve, protect'. See conserve and cp. Hera.

Hero, n., priestess of Aphrodite in Sestos; loved

by Leander of Abydos (see Leander). — L.

Herd, fr. Gk. 'Hpci; of uncertain origin.

heroic, adj. — F. herolque, fr. L. heroicus, fr. Gk.

•flpo>l!x6(;, fr. -iipox;, gen. -i^pojo?, 'hero'. See hero

and -ic. Derivatives: heroic, n., heroic-al, adj.,

heroic-al-ly, adv., heroic-al-ness, n.

heroin, also heroine, n., a poisonous drug ob-

tained from morphium. — G. Heroin, coined

by H.Dreser, who prob. formed it fr. Gk. TJpco?,

'hero', and chem. suff. -in, resp. -ine.

heroine, n., a female hero. — L. heroina, fr. Gk.

TipotvY), 'a heroine', fr. i^pw?. '* hero'. See hero

and -ine (representing Gk. -fvr]).

heroism, n. — F. herolsme. See hero and -ism.

heron, n. — ME. heiroun, heroun, fr. OF. hairon,

heron (F. heron), fr. Prankish *haigiro, which

is rel. to OHG. heigir, heiger, heigaro, 'heron',

and to OE. higera, higere, 'magpie, woodpecker',

ON. hegri, heri, 'heron', Swed. hdger, OHG.
hehara, MHG. hehcr, G. Hdher, 'jay', OE. hrd-

gra, Du. reiger, OHG. reigaro, MHG. reiger,

G. Reiher, 'heron', and cogn. with OSlav. krikU,

'cry, scream', kriiati, 'to cry, scream', Lith.

kryksti, 'to shriek', W. cryg, 'hoarse', Gk.

xptJ^eiv, 'to creak, screech'. All these words are

of imitative origin. Cp. next word. Cp. also

aigrette, egret,

heronsew, n., heron. — ME. heronsewe, fr. OF.

heroncel, heronceau, 'a young heron', dimin.

of heron. See prec. word.

herpes, n., an inflammatory disease of the skin

{med.) — Gk. gpTn)?, 'shingles', lit. 'that which

creeps', fr. gpTtetv, 'to creep' (whence also 4p7T£-

t6v, 'creeping animal, reptile'); cogn. with L.

serpere, 'to creep'. See serpent and cp. reptile,

herpetic, adj., pertaining to herpes (merf.) —
Formed fr. Gk. epTn;;, gen. epTnrjxoi;, 'shingles',

with sufF. -ic. See prec. word.

herpetiform, adj., resembling herpes (med.) —
A hybrid coined fr. Gk. epTng?, gen. 'ipiax^oq,,

'shingles', and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See

herpes and form, n.

herpetiform, adj., like a reptile. — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. ipTieT6v, 'creeping animal, rep-

tile', and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See prec. word.

herpetology, the study of reptiles. — Compound-

ed of Gk. ipTreTiv, 'creeping animal, reptile',

and -XoYii, fr. -X6yo(;, 'one who speaks (in a

certain form); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See herpes and -logy.

Derivatives : herpetolog-ic, herpetolog-ic-ai, adjs.

,

herpetolog-ic-al-ly, adv., herpetolog-ist, n.

Herr, n., lord, master; Mr.— G., fr. MHG. herre,

fr. OHG. heriro, herro, which is derivatively
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compar. of OHG. her, 'noble', hence orig.

meant 'nobler, superior'; cp. OS., ODu. herro,

OFris. hera, Du. heer. These words are prop.

loan translations of the ML. title senior (whence

It. signore, F. seigneur, monsieur, Sp. senor.

Port, senhor), fr. L. senior, 'older'. See hoar and

cp. the secondelement inmynheerand in younlter.

herring, n. — ME. hering, fr. OE. hxrii^, hiring,

rel. to OS., MLG. hering, OFris. hereng, MDu.
herinc, Du. haring, OHG. hdrinc, MHG. hxrinc,

G. Hering; prob. orig. meaning 'the gray fish',

and rel. to OE. har, 'gray'. See hoar and subst.

suff. -ing and cp. prec. word.

hers, pron. — Earlier spelled her's, fr. ME. hires,

for hire's, formed with gen. suff. -s from the

possessive pronoun hire. See her and cp. ours,

yours.

herse, n., portcullis. — F. See hearse,

hership, n., a raid, foray (obsol.) — ME. heir-

schip, fr. OE. here, 'army', and -scipe, '-ship'.

See harry and -ship.

Hertzian, adj. (e.g. Hertzian waves), discovered

by, or pertaining to, the German physicist

Heinrich Hertz (1857-94). For the ending see

suff. -ian.

Herzog, n., a German or Austrian duke. — G.,

'duke', fr. MHG. herzoge, fr. OHG. herizoho,

herizogo, 'leader of an army'. See heretoga.

Heshvan, n., name of the eighth Jewish month. —
ModHeb. fteshwdn, erroneously shortened fr.

Mishnaic Heb. marheshwin. This latter was

namely misdivided into rrtar-heshwdn and the

first 'element' so obtained was dropped (prob.

owing to an association with Heb. mar, 'bitter').

See Marheshvan.

hesitance, hesitancy, n. — L. haesitantia, 'stam-

mering', fr. haesitdns, gen. -antis. See next word

and -ce, resp. -cy.

hesitant, adj. — L. haesitdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of haesitdre. See next word and -ant.

IDerivative: hesitant-ly, adv.

hesitate, intr. and tr. v. — Fr. L. haesitdtus, pp.

of haesitdre, 'to stick fast, to be uncertain, hesi-

tate', freq. of haered, haerere, 'to stick, cling',

which stands for *ghais-eyd and is cogn. with

Lith. gaistii, gaisti, 'to delay, tarry'. Cp. adhere

and words there referred to. For the ending see

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: hesitat-er, hesitat-or, n., hesitation

(q.v.), hesitat-ing-ly, adv., hesitat-ive, adj.,

hesitat-ive-ly, adv., hesitat-ory, adj.

hesitation, n.— F. hesitation, fr. L. haesitdtidnem,

ace. of haesitdtid, 'irresolution, uncertainty,

hesitation', fr. haesitdtus, pp. of haesitdre. See

hesitate and -ion.

hesped, n., a funeral oration. — Mishnaic Heb.

hespidh, fr. hispidh, 'he delivered a funeral ora-

tion', Hiph'il (= causative form) of Biblical Heb.

sdphddh, 'he wailed, lamented', whence misp^dh,

'wailing' ; rel. to Aram.-Syr. s'phadh, 'he wailed,

lamented*, Akkad. sipdu, sipittu, 'mourning',

Ettiiop. sadaphe (metathesis), 'dirge*.

Hesper, n. — See Hesperus.

Hesperian, adj.. Western. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. L. hesperius, fr. Gk. haTzipioc,, 'western',

fr. gaTTEpo? (for *f^(j7Tepoi;), n., 'evening'; adj.,

of the evening, western', which is cogn. with

L. vesper, 'evening'. See vesper.

Hesperides, n. pi., the three nymphs who guarded

the golden apples which Gaea had given as a

wedding present to Hera {Greek mythol.) — L.,

fr. Gk. 'EoTreptSei;, lit. 'daughters of the west',

pi. of the fem. adj. ia-xtpic,, 'western'; so called

because they dwelt at the western end of the

world. See Hesperis.

Derivative: Hesperid-ian, adj.

hesperidin, a crystalline glycoside, CjaHj+Ois

(chem.) — Formed from next word with chem.

suff. -in.

hesperidium, n., a many-celled fleshy fruit with

a leathery rind, as the orange, lemon, etc. (hot.)

— ModL., fr. L. Hesperides (see Hesperides); so

called in allusion to the golden apples of the

Hesperides. For the ending see suff. -ium.

Hesperis, n., a genus of plants of the family Bras-

sicaceae (bot.) — L. hesperis, 'the damewort',

fr. Gk. iCTTtept?, prop. fem. of the adjective

tanipKK;, 'of the evening; western', fr. icnepoq,

'evening'. See Hesperian and cp. Hesperides.

Hesperornis, n., a genus of very large swimming

birds from the Cretaceous of Kansas {pale-

ontol.)— ModL., compounded of Gk. ^OTrepo?,

'of the evening; western', and Spvi?, 'bird'. See

Hesperian and omitho-.

Hesperus, also (poet.) Hesper, n., the evening

star, esp. Venus. — L. Hesperus, fr. Gk. eo-

ntpoz, short for loTvepoi; a<iTr)p, 'evening star'.

See Hesperian.

Hessian, adj., pertaining to Hesse in Germany.
— Formed fr. Hesse = G. Hessen, a subdivision

(formerly a grand duchy) in Germany. For the

ending see suff. -ian.

hessian, n., a coarse cloth of hemp or of hemp

and jute. — Short for Hessian cloth. See prec.

word.

hessite, n., a silver telluride (mineral.) — Named
after the Swiss chemist Henry Hess (1802-50)

in Russia, who first analyzed it. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

best, n., bidding, behest. — ME. hest, formed

with excrescent t fr. hes, fr. OE. hSs, from

the stem of hdtan, 'to bid'. See hight and cp.

Iiebest.

bestemal, adj., of yesterday.— Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. hesternus, 'of yesterday', which

stands for *hestrinos and is cogn. with OI.

hyastanah, Gk. x*s"^^°'?' '°^ yesterday". L.

hesternus derives fr. heri, 'yesterday', as OI.

hyastanah derives fr. OI. hydh, 'yesterday', Gk.

X&eotvo? fr. x*^?' "f s.m. See yester-.

Hestia, n., the goddess of the hearth in Greek

mythology. — Gk. 'Earia, fr. ka-cia., 'hearth;

house, home, family', whence 4oTiav, 'to re-

ceive at one's hearth*. See Vesta.



hetaera 726

hetaera, hetaira, n., mistress. — ModL. hetaera,

fr. Gk. exaipa, 'female companion, courtesan',

fern, of sTatpo?, 'companion', fr. earlier sTapo?,

'companion', fr. a dental enlargement of I.-E.

*se-, a collateral form of base *swe-, 'his, her,

its; one's'. See sui and cp. sodality.

hetaerism, hetairism, n., concubinage. — Gk.

ETatpicFjuii;, 'harlotry', fr. eTaipit^etv, 'to associate

with a courtesan, hetaera', fr. exaipa. See

hetaera and -ism.

hetero-, before a vowel heter-, combining form

meaning 'other, different'. — Gk. exEpo-, exep-,

fr. sxspo?, 'the other (of two) ; another, differ-

ent', altered—under the influence of et?, gen.

evo?, 'one'—fr. earlier axepoi; (cp. Gk. e-xaxov,

'one hundred', fr. *a-xaxov, which was also in-

fluenced in form by *eI?, gen. evo?). Gk. axepo?

stands for I.-E. *sm-tero-. The first element of
o

this compound means 'one at one, together';

see same and cp. Iiaplo-, hecatomb. The second

element is the comparative suffix; it is cogn.

with the suffixes in L. al-ter, Goth, an-fyar, OE.
6-dei% 'other'. See -ther and cp. words there

referred to.

heteroblastic, adj., developed from cells of an-

other kind (biol.) — Compounded of hetero-

and Gk. pXaaxo?, 'bud, sprout, shoot'. See

-blastic and cp. homoblastic.

heterochromous, adj., of different colors. —
Compounded of hetero- and Gk. ffiSiu.yL,

'color'. See chrome and -ous and cp. homo-

chromous.

heteroclite, adj., irregular in declension (^ram.)—
F. heteroclite, fr. Late L. hcteroclitus, which is

compounded of hetero- and Gk. xXtxo?, 'in-

flected", verbal adj. of xXtvsw, 'to bend, in-

cline, inflect'. See clinical.

Derivatives: heteroclite, n., an irregular noun,

heteroclit-al, heteroclit-ic, heleroclit-ic-al, hetero-

clit-ous, adjs.

heterodont, adj., having teeth of different kinds

(as man and most mammals) (zool.) — Com-
pounded of heter- and Gk. 6So>v, gen. oSovxo?,

'tooth'. See odonto- and cp. homodont.

heterodox, adj., unorthodox. — Gk. exepoSo^oi;,

"holding opinions other than the right', com-
pounded of ETEpo;, 'the other' (see hetero-), and

So^a, 'opinion', fr. Soxeiv, 'to think'. See decent

and dogma and cp. doxastic and words there

referred to.

Derivatives: heterodox-ly, adv., heterodox-

ness, n.

heterodoxy, n., the quality of being heterodox.—
Gk. cTEpoSo^ta, 'a taking one thing for an-

other', fr. ex£p6So;o;. See heterodox and -y (re-

presenting Gk. -li).

heterodyne, adj. {radio). — Coined by the Can-

adian physicist and radio technician Reginald

Aubrey Fessenden (1866- 1932) in 1908 fr.

hetero- and -dyne.

heterogamous, adj., bearing flowers of sexually

two kinds {bat.)— Compounded of hetero- and

Gk. Y^M'"?' 'marriage'. See -gamous and cp.

homogamous.

heterogamy, n. {bot.)— See prec. word and -gamy

and cp. homogamy.
heterogeneal, adj., heterogeneous. — See hetero-

geneous and adj. suff. -al and cp. homogeneal.

heterogeneity, n., quality of being heterogeneous.

— F. heterogeneite, fr. ML. heterogeneitds, fr.

heterogeneus. See next word and -ity and cp.

homogeneity.

heterogeneous, n., not homogeneous, disparate.—
^l.. heterogeneus, fr. Gk. ExepoysvT)?, 'of dif-

ferent kind', fr. exepoi;, 'another, different', and

Y^voi;, 'race, descent, gender, kind'. See hetero-,

genus and -ous and cp. homogeneous.

Derivatives: heterogeneous-ly, adv., hetero-

geneous-ness, n.

heterogenesis, n., i) abiogenesis; 2) alternation of

generations {biol.) — Coined by the French

anatomist Gilbert Breschet (1784-1845) fr.

hetero- and genesis. Cp. homogenesis.

heterogenetic, adj., pertaining to heterogenesis. —
Compounded of hetero- and -genetic. Cp.

homogenetic.

heterogeny, n., 1) heterogenesis; 2) a hetero-

geneous collection. — Compounded of hetero-

and -geny. Cp. homogeny.

Derivatives: heterogen-ic, adj., heterogen-ic-ity,

n., heterogen-ist, n.

heterography, n., incorrect spelling. — Com-
pounded of hetero- and Gk. -Ypa9ia, fr. Ypacpetv,

'to write'. See -graphy.

Derivatives : heterograph-ic, heterograph-ic-al,

adjs.

heterogynous, adj., having females of two kinds,

as the ants and bees. — Compounded of hetero-

and Gk. ym-i\, 'woman'. See gyneco-.

heterologous, adj., containing different elements;

not corresponding. — Compounded of hetero-

and Gk. Xoyo?, 'word, speech, discourse; pro-

portion'. See logos and -ous and cp. homologous.

heteromorphic, adj., differing in shape. — See

heteromorphous and -ic and cp. homomorphic.

heteromorphism, n., the quality of being hetero-

morphic. — See heteromorphous and -ism and

cp. homomorphism.

heteromorphous, adj., i) heteromorphic; 2) of ir-

regular shape.— Gk. 4xep6[i,op(po<;, 'of different

form', fr. Exepoq, 'another, different', and jxop9T],

'form, shape'. See hetero- and -morphous and

cp. homomorphous.

heteromorphy, n., heteromorphism. — See prec.

word and -morphy.

heteronomous, adj., under the rule of another;

subject to, or having, different laws. — Com-
pounded of hetero- and Gk. vofjio?, 'law'. See

nomo- and -ous and cp. autonomous.

Derivative: heteronomous-ly, adv.

heteronomy, n., subjection to the rule of another;

subjection to different laws. — See prec. word

and -nomy and cp. autonomy.

heterooosian, heterousian, adj., of different es-
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sence {Eccles. hist.) — Formed with suff. -an

fr. Gk. ^xepooiiaio?, Jxepoiiaioi;, 'of different

essence', fr. SxEpo?, 'another, different' (see

hetero-), and ouata, 'essence, substance', which

derives fr. oSoa, fern, of uv, 'being', pres. part,

of elvai, 'to be'. See esse and cp. essence. Cp.

also homoiousian, homoousian.

Derivative: Heteroousian, Heterousian, n.

heterophyllous, adj., having different kinds of

leaves on the same plant {bot.)— Compounded
of hetero- and Gk. cpiiXXov, 'leaf. See -phyllous.

heterosexual, adj., having sexual desire for those

of the opposite sex. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk.

gxEpo?, 'the other, different', and L. sexus,

'sex'. See hetero- and sexual and cp. homosexual.

Derivative: heterosexual-ity, n.

heterousian, n. — The same as heteroousian.

hetman, n., a Cossack commander. — Pol., fr.

G. Hauptmann, 'captain', lit. 'headman', fr.

Haupt, 'head', and Mann, 'man'. See head and

man and cp. headman. Cp. also ataman.

Heuchera, n., a genus of plants of the saxifrage

family (bot.) — ModL., named after the Ger-

man botanist Johann Heinrich von Heucher

(1 677- 1 747).

heulandite, n., a calcium aluminum silicate {min-

eral.) — Named after the English mineralogist

Henryife«/araf.Fortheendingseesubst. suff. -ite.

beiwistic, adj., serving to discover or find out. —
G. heuristisch, fr. ModL, heuristicus, which was

formed with suff. -isticus (see -istic) from the

stem of Gk. eupt(Txsiv, Aor. eOpov, 'to find,

discover', which stands for *£fptoxeiv and is

cogn. with Olr. faar, 'I have found', frtth, 'was

found'. Cp. eureka, arytenoid.

Derivative : heuristic-al-ly, adv.

hew, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hewen, fr. OE. hea-

wan, 'to cut, strike, hew', rel. to OS. hauwan,

ON. hoggva, Swed. hugga, Du. houwen, OHG.
houwan, MHG. houwen, G. hauen, 'to cut,

strike, hew', fr. I.-E. base *qdu-, *q'u-, 'to

strike, beat', whence also Toch. B kaut-, A kot-,

'to cleave, cut', OSlav. kovp, kovati, Lith. kduju,

kduti, 'to beat, forge', Lett, ka&ju, kaut, 'to

beat', Lith. kovd, 'battle', L. cQdere (for *cau-

dere), 'to strike, beat'. Cp. hag, 'to hew', haggle,

hoe. Cp. also caudal, caudex, cause, codex, con-

cuss, coward, incus.

Derivative: hew-er, n.

hewettite, n., a hydrous calcium vanadate {min-

eral.) — Named after the American geologist

D. Foster Hewett (bom in 1 88 1). For the ending

see subst. stiff, -ite.

hewn, adj., prop. pp. of hew. — ME. hewen, fr.

OE. keawen, pp. of heawan, 'to hew'. See hew.

hexa-, before a vowel hex-, combining form

meaning 'six'. — Gk. ki,a-, i^-, fr. 85, 'six',

which is cogn. with L. sex, Goth, saihs, OE.
six, seox; see six. The a in 45*- is due to the

analogy of tmi, 'seven*, iw&x, 'nine', Skxa.,

'tea'; cp. penta-, acta-.

hexochord, n., a diatonic series ofsix tones (Greek

and Medieval music). — Compounded of hexa-

and Gk. z°P^^> 'chord'. See chord and cp.

words there referred to.

hexad, n., a group of six things. — Late L. hexas,

gen. hexadis, fr. Gk. i^a^, gen, E^aSoi;, ,'a group

of six', fr. S^. See hexa- and -ad.

hexagon, n., a plane figure with six angles and
six sides {geom.) — L. hexagonum, fr. Gk.

k^a.yci'\)oi;, 'having six angles', which, is com-
pounded of tE,a- (see hexa-) and -ymvo?, from

the stem of Yuvix, 'angle'. See -gon.

Derivative: hexagon-al, adj.

hexagram,n.—Compounded of hexa- and -gram.

hexahedral, adj., having the form of a hexa-

hedron. — See next word and adj. suff. -aL

hexahedron, n., a solid figure with six plane faces.

— Compounded of hexa- and SSpa, 'seat ; base,

side, face'. See -hedron.

hexamerous, adj., consisting of six parts in each

whorl {bot.) — Compounded of hexa- and Gk.

[ji£po?, 'part'. See -merous.

hexameter, n., a verse of six metrical feet {pros.)

— L., fr. Gk. i^i^zzfoq (scil. cTixo?), lit. '(a

verse) having six measures'; compounded of

l|a- (see hexa-) and jx^xpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm', and cp. tetrameter,

pentameter.

Derivatives: hexameter, adj., having six metrical

feet, hexametr-al, hexametr-ic, hexametr-ic-al,

adjs., hexameter.

hexapla, n., a book containing six versions in

parallel columns; specif., the Hexapla compiled

by Origen.— Eccles. L. hexapla, fr. Gk. i^(fKVi.

neut. pi. of 4^a7tX6oi;, k'cjxnXoxic,, 'sixfold', fr.

kl,x- (see hexa-) and suff. -7tX6o?, '-fold', which

occurs also in a.Tik(toc„ aTrXou!;, 'simple'. See

Iiaplo- and cp. tetrapla.

hexapod, n., i) any six-footed insect ; 2) any insect

of the class Hexapoda. — Gk. i^aTtoui;, gen.

J^aTToSo?, 'six-footed', compounded of e^a- (see

hexa-) and ttou?, gen. TroSd?, 'foot'. See -pod.

Hexapoda, n., a class of six-footed insects {ento-

mol.) — ModL. See prec. word.

hexastich, n., a stanza or poem consisting of six

verses or lines {pros.) — Gk. e^aaxi/oi;, 'of six

lines', compounded of i^ix- (see hexa-) and

(Txtxo?, 'row, line, rank; verse'. See sticfaic and

cp. acrostic and words there referred to.

hexastyle, adj., having six columns in front. —
Gk. tZ,auTvv>.o<;, 'having six columns', com-

pounded of E^a- (see hexa-) and dxiJXo?, 'pillar,

column'. See style, 'gnomon'.

Hexateuch, n., the first six books of the Bible, i.e.

the Pentateuch and the book of Joshua.—Com-
jjounded of hexa- and Gk. xeux°?, 'tool, im-

plement', later 'book'. See Pentateuch and cp.

Heptateuch, Octateucb.

Derivative: Hexateuch-al, adj.

hexathlon, n., an athletic contest in which each

competitor takes part in six events. — Formed
on analogy of pentathlon fr. hexa- and Gk.
J^Xov, 'prize of contest'. See athlete.
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hexavalent, adj., having a valence of six (chem.)

— A hybrid coined fr. Gk. &^, 'six', and L.

ralens, gen. valentis, pres. part, of valere, 'to

have power'; see hexa- and -valent. The correct

form is sexivalent, in which both elements are

of Latin origin.

bexode, adj., pertaining to a system of telegraphy

in which six messages can be transmitted simul-

taneously. — Compounded of Gk. I?, 'six', and

686?, 'way'. See hexa- and odograph.

hexone, n., any of certain compounds containing

six atoms of carbon in the molecule (biochem.)

— Fr. Gk. &,, 'six'. See hexa-.

hey, interj. — Imitative. Cp. Du. and G. hei,

and E. hi.

heyday, interj. — Du. heida; the ending was in-

fluenced by day.

heyday, n., time of vigor. — Perh. lit. meaning

'high day', fr. ME. hey day. See high and day.

Hezekiah, i) masc. PN; 2) in the Bible, any of

several persons, esp. a king of Judah, son of

King Ahaz. — Heb. Jfizqiyyd'^, lit. 'the Lord

has strengthened', compounded of Ifdzdq, 'he

was strong, he strengthened', and the shortened

form of the Tetragrammaton. See Ezekiel and

Elijah.

hi, interj. — Imitative. Cp. hey.

hiatus, n., a gap, lacuna. — L., 'opening, aper-

ture, gap', fr. hidt-{um), pp. stem of hidre, 'to

yawn'. See yawn and cp. dehisce.

hibemaculum, n., that which serves for protection

during winter (zool.)— L. hlberndculum, 'winter

residence', fr. hlberndre, 'to spend the winter'.

See hibernate and -culum.

hibernate, intr. v., to pass the winter. — L. hiber-

ndt-(um), pp. stem of hlberndre, 'to pass the

winter, to winter', fr. hibernus, 'pertaining to

winter, wintry', which is rel. to hiems (gen. hie-

mis), 'winter', fr. I.-E. base *ghei-, *ghi-,

'winter; snow', whence also OI. himan, 'in

winter', hemantdh, 'winter,' himdh, 'winter',

Hitt. gimmanza, 'winter', Avestic zaya{ri)-, zy&

(gen. zimo), 'winter'. Arm. jiun, 'snow', jmern,

'winter', Gk. x^^W^> 'winter, winter weather,

storm', xeifJtwv, 'the season of winter', x^'-\>^'

piv6(; 'wintry', /itov (for *xKiti), 'snow'. Alb.

Gheg dimsn, Tosk dimere, 'winter', OSIav. zima,

Lith. z'lema, Lett, ziema, OPruss. semo, 'winter',

Olr. gaim (for Celtic *giamo-), Mir. gem-red,

'winter', Gk. x'H-°'po?> 'he-goat', x'lJtapS, x'"

(Aaipa, 'goat' flit, 'a goat one winter old'), Toch.

A cental, 'goat' flit, 'a goat one winter old'), L.

bimus (contraction of *bi-himos), 'two years

old' (lit. 'two winters old'), trirmis (contraction

of *tri-himos), 'three years old' Oit. 'three win-

ters old*), ON. gymbr, 'a ewe one year (lit. one

winter) old'. Cp. chimera, chiono-, hiemal, the

first element in Chlmaphila, Himalaya and the

second element in Hedychium, isocheime. Cp.

also gimmer, 'a she-lamb'.

Derivative: hibernat-ion, n.

Hibernian, adj., Irish. — Formed with suif. -an

fr. L. Hibernia (cp. Ptolemy's 'louepvEa) 'Ire-

land', fr. Iverna, Juverna (cp. Gk. 'If^pvr],

'IlpvK)), fr. OCelt. *Iverin, whence also Olr.

Erin, Ir. Eire (see Erin); influenced in form by

L. hibernus, 'wintry' (see hibernate).

Derivatives: Hibernian, n., Hibernian-ism, n.,

Hibern-ic, Hibernic-al, adjs., Hibern-ic-al-ly,

adv., Hibern-ic-ism, n., Hibern-ic-ize, tr. v.

Hibemo-, combining form meaning 'Irish'. —
Formed fr. L. Hibernia, 'Ireland'; see prec.

word.

Hibisciis, n., a genus of plants, the rose mallow

(6o^) — L. hibiscum, ibiscum, later hibiscus,

ibiscus, 'marshmallow', prob. a Celtic loan

word. Gk. l^toxo?, of s.m., is borrowed fr.

Latin.

hiccup, hiccough, n. and intr. and tr. v. — Fr.

earlier hickup; of imitative origin.

hie jacet, epitaph. — L., 'here lies'; so called

from the first words of Latin epitaphs.

hick, n., a rustic {Amer. Slang). — Fr. Hick, a

pet form of Richard.

hickory, n. — Aphetic foi pokahickory from the

Virginian native name powcohiccora denoting

the product made from the pounded kernels.

hid, past tense of hide. — ME. hid, fr. OE. hydde,

past tense of hydan. See hide.

hidage, n., formerly, a tax paid for every hide of

land. — A hybrid coined fr. OE. higid, hid (see

hide, 'measure of land'), and -age, a suff. of

Latin origin.

hidalgo, n., a Spanish nobleman of secondary

rank. — Sp., fr. OSp. fidalgo, contraction of^y'o

de algo, lit. 'son of something; son of fortune',

fr. fijo, 'son' (fr. L. filius), de, 'from, of (fr.

L. de, 'from, away from'), and algo, 'something,

property, fortune' (fr. L. aliquod, something');

see Meyer-Lubke, REW., No. 345 and No. 3303.

For the origin of the above Latin words see

filial, de- and aliquot.

hidden, adj., prop. pp. of hide. — ME. hidden,

a new formation. Cp. OE. {ge)hydd, 'hidden',

and see hide, 'to conceal'.

Derivatives: hidden-ly, adv., hidden-ness, n.

hide, tr. and intr. v., to conceal. — ME. huden,

hiden, fr. OE. hydan, cogn. with Gk. xeA^iv,

'to hide, conceal', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qeudh-, 'to

cover, hide, conceal'. See custody and cp. next

word. Cp. also hoard, hose, house, huddle, hut.

hide, n., skin. — ME. hide, hude, fr. OE. hyd,

'skin', rel. to OS. had, ON. had, Dan., Swed.

hud, OFris. hed, MDu. huut, Du. huid, OHG.,
MHG. hat, G. Haut, 'skin', lit. 'that which

covers', fr. I.-E. base *{s)qeut-, 'to cover',

whence also Gk. xiS-ro?, 'skin, cover', ajturoi;,

'leather', L. cutis, 'skin', Lith. kidutas, 'husk',

OPruss. keuto, 'skin', W. cwd, 'scrotum', OFris.

hothan, OHG. hodo, MHG., G. hode, 'scrotum'.

Base *(s)qeu-t- is a collateral form of base

*is)qeu-d-. See prec. word. See also cutis.

Derivative: hide, tr. v., to take the hide oflf;

to flog.
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hide, n., a measure of land (Engl, history). —
ME. hid, fr. OE. hid, contraction of higid, orig.

'land (sufficient) to support a family', rel. to

higan, hiwan (pi.), 'members of a family', hiwen,

'family, household'. See home and cp. huid, 'farm

servant'. Cp. also hud, husk.

hideous, adj., very ugly. — ME. hidous, fr. OF.

hisdous, hidous (F. hideux), fr. OF. hisde, 'hide-

ous', which possibly derives fr. L. hispidus,

'shaggy; prickly, bristly'; 'rough' (in a fig.

sense) ; see hispid and -eous. See R. Grandsaignes

d'Hauterive, Dictionnaire d'ancien fran^ais,

p. 353 s.v. hisde, adj.

Derivatives: hideous-ly, adv., hideous-ness, n.

hidhig, n. , flogging.— Formed fr. hide, 'to flog' (fr.

hide, 'skin'), with -ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

hiding, n., concealment. — Formed fr. hide, 'to

conceal', with -ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

hidrosis, n., excessive perspiration (med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -osis fr. Gk.

iSpoOv, 'to sweat', fr. tSptii; [(for *swidrds),

'sweat, perspiration', which is rel. to TSo?, (for

*swidos), 'violent heat', fr. I.-E. base *sweid-,

*swoid-, *swid-, 'to sweat', whence also L. su-

ddre (for *swoiddre), OE. swietan, 'to sweat'.

See sweat and cp. sudation.

hidrotic, adj., causing perspiration; sudorific

(med.) — Gk. tSpto-riKA?, 'sudorific', fr. ISpti?,

gen. tSpoJTo?, 'sweat'. See prec. word and -ic.

hie, intr. and tr. v., to hasten. — ME. highen,

hien, fr. OE. higian, 'to strive, hasten', which

is prob. cogn. with OI. sighrah 'quick, fast',

Russ. sigat', 'to leap'.

hiemal, adj., pertaining to winter; wintry. — L.

hiemdlis, 'of winter', fr. hiems, gen. hiemis,

'winter'. See hibernate and adj. suff. -al.

hier-, form of hiero- before a vowel.

Hieracium, n., a genus of plants, the hawkweed

(bat.) — ModL,, fr. Gk. Ispfociov, name of a

plant, fr. Upa?, gen. ilpaxo?, 'hawk', lit. 'the

swift (bird)', fr. Izpdq, 'quick, swift'. See hiero-.

hierarch, n., the chief of a religious group; high

priest. — ML. hierarchia, fr. Gk. UpipxT)?,

'leader of sacred rites, high priest', which is

compounded of iep6!;, 'holy, sacred', and -tipxil?,

'leader'. See hiero- and -arch.

hierarchic, hierarchical, adj., pertaining to a

hierarchy. — ML. hierarchicus, it. hierarchia.

See next word and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: hierarchical-ly, adv.

hierarchy, n., i) church government by priests;

2) graded system of oflBcials, esp. of sacred per-

sons. — F. hierarchie, fr. ML. hierarchia, fr.

Gk. tepapxta, 'office of a hierarch', fr. lepapx'')?-

See hierarch and -y (representing Gk. -[5).

Derivatives: hierarch-al, adj., hierarch-al-ly,

adv., hierarchic (q.v.)

hieratic, adj., pertaining to sacred things; priest-

ly. — L. hierdticus, it. Gk. [epaTix6i;, 'per-

taining to a priest', fr. Iep6s, 'holy, sacred'. See

hiero- and -ic.

hiero-, before a vowel hia-, combining form

meaning 'holy, sacred'. — Gk. tepo-. Up-, fr.

[ep6(;, 'holy, sacred', orig. 'filled with (divine)

force', and prop, identical with iep6i;, 'strong,

lively, active, quick, swift', fr. I.-E. base *eis-,

'to set in quick motion, drive on, incite'. See ire

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also Hiera-

cium and the first element in Jerome.

HierochloS, n., a genus of plants, the holy grass

(bot.) — ModL., lit. 'holy grass', fr. hiero- and

Gk. Y\ryt\, 'a young green shot'. See Chloe.

hierocracy, n., rule of sacred persons, hierarchy.

— Compounded of hiero- and Gk. -xpaTta,

'rule of, fr. xpiTo?, 'strength, power, rule'.

See -cracy.

hierocratic, hierocratical, adj., pertaining to, or

characterized by, hierocracy. — See prec. word

and -ic, resp. also -aL

hierodule, n., a temple slave in ancient Greece. —
Late L. hierodulus, fr. Gk. iepiSouXo?, lit.

'temple slave', compounded of tsp6(;, 'holy,

sacred' (see hiero-), and SoOXo?, 'slave', which

stands for *86eXoi; and derives fr. Aegean doero,

'slave'. Cp. the first element in dulocracy. For

sense development cp. devadasi.

hieroglyph, n., picture writing used by the ancient

Egyptians. — F. hiiroglyphe, "back formation

fr. hieroglyphique, fr. L. hieroglyphicus. See

next word.

hieroglyphic, adj., pertaining to hieroglyphs.— L.

hieroglyphicus, fr. Gk. tepoYXu9ix6c, 'hiero-

glyphic', lit. 'pertaining to sacred carvings'

compounded of lep6?, 'holy, sacred' (see hiero-),

and yXu9eiv, 'to carve'. See glyph and -ic and

cp. anaglyph.

Derivatives: hieroglyphic, n., hieroglyphic-al-

ly, adv.

hierogram, n., a sacred character or symbol.—
Compounded of hiero- and Gk. y(ii.\i\j.ix., 'that

which is written ; a written character'. See -gram.

hierograph, n., a hierogram. — Compounded of

hiero- and Gk. --ypaipoi;, fr. y^&fzvt, 'to write'.

See -graph.

hierographic, adj., pertaining to sacred symbols.

— Gk. UpoYpa<pix6(;, 'pertaining to sacred

writing', compounded of tep6?, 'holy, sacred'

(see hiero-), and ypdipeiv, 'to write'. See graphic.

hierolatry, n., worship of saints. — Compounded

of hiero- and Gk. -Xarpela, -XaTpta, fr. Xarpete,

'worship'. See -latry.

hierology, n., the sacred Uterature of a people. —
Compounded of hiero- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-\6foc,. 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

hierophant, n., an interpreter of religious mys-

teries. — Late L. hierophantes, fr. Gk. [epo-

ipdcvTTj?, 'one who initiates into mysteries, hiero-

phant', lit. 'one who shows sacred things', which

is compounded of lEp6i;, 'holy, sacred' (see

hiero-), and the stem of 9atveiv, 'to show'. See

phantasm.

hierophantic, adj., pertaining to a hierophant or

his acts. — Gk. Upo9avTix6? 'pertaining to a
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hierophant', fr. lepocpivTr]?. See prec. word and

-ic.

Derivative : hierophantic-al-ly, adv.

Hierosolymitan, adj., of Jerusalem; n., a native

of Jerusalem. — L. Hierosolymildnus, fr. Hiero-

solyma, fr. Gk. 'lEpodoXu^a, alteration of Heb.

Y^rushdldyim owing to a mistaken association

with Gk. tepo?, 'holy', and £6Xu|j,ot, name of

a people in Lycia. See Jerusalem. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite and suff. -an.

Hierosolymite, adj. and n., Hierosolymitan, —
See prec. word.

higgle, intr. v., to haggle. — A weakened form of

Derivative: higgl-ing, n.

higgledy-piggledy, adv., in confusion; adj., con-

fused ; n., confusion. — Of uncertain origin.

high, adj. — ME. heigh, hegh, heh, hey, fr. OE.

heah, heh, rel. to OS. hoh, ON. har, Dan. hei,

Swed. hog, OFris. hach, MDu. hooch, Du. hoog,

OHG. hoh, MHG. hoch, G. hoch, Goth, hauhs,

'high', ON. haugr, 'mound', MHG. houc, hou-

ges, OSwed. hugli, G. Hiigel, 'hill', and cogn.

with Toch. A koc, B kauc, 'high', Lith. kaukas,

'boil, tumor', kaukard, kaukaras, 'hill', Lett.

kukurs, 'hump', Olr. ciiar, 'bent, crooked', OI.

kucdti, kuncate, 'bends, twists' (intr.). All these

words are derivatives of I.-E. *qeu-q-, enlarge-

ment of base *qeu-, 'to bend', whence, with re-

duplication, L. cacumen (prob. fr. orig. *kakud),

'tip, summit'. Cp. how, 'hillock', huckster, huge,

shock, 'group of sheaves', and the first word in

Hogen Mogen. Cp. also cacuminal, cubicle, cup.

Derivatives: high, n. and adv., highly (q.v.),

highness (q.v.)

highboy, n., a high chest of drawers. — A hybrid

formed fr. E. high and F. bois, 'wood'. See bush

and cp. hautboy. Cp. also tallboy, lowboy.

highfalutin, highfaluting, adj., bombastic; n.,

bombast. — Of uncertain origin.

highly, adv.— ME. heghly, heyly, fr. OE. healice,

formed fr. heah, 'high', with suff. -lice. See high

and adv. suff. -ly.

highness, n. — ME. heghnes, heynes, fr. OE.

heahnes, formed fr. heah, 'high', with sufT.

-nes. See high and -ness.

bight, v., called, named (archaic). — ME. highte,

a blend of OE. hdite, 'I am called, I was called',

passive pres. and past tense of hdtan, 'to call,

name, command', and OE. heht, 'called', active

past tense of the same verb; rel. to ON. heita,

MLG. heten, MDu., heeten, Du. heten, OHG.
heijyan, MHG. hei^en, G. heifien, Goth, haitan,

'to call, be called ; to command'. All these words

derive fr. l.-E. *qeid-, *qoid-, a -rf-enlargement

of *qi-, 'to set or be in motion'. See cite and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also behight, best,

behest.

high treason. — Loan translation of F. haute

trahison, whence also G. Hochverrat.

hgacker, n., robber who preys on bootleggers

(U.S. Slang). — Prob. fr. Hi Jack, words with
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which the robber is supposed to bring his victim

to a sudden stop.

htjra, n. — See hegira.

hike, intr. v. — Prob. a var. of hitch.

hilarious, adj., merry, gay. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. hilarus, hilaris, 'cheerful, gay', fr. Gk.

lXap6?, of s.m., which is rel. to *iX7)[xt (for *(jI-

<jXti-h.i), 'I am gracious' (only in the imper.

:

Homeric tXyj^t, Dor. iXai>i, Aeol. SXXa&i, 'be

gracious!'), tXa<nco[i.ai (for *oi-aXa-(Jx:o[xat), 'I

appease, propitiate, reconcile to myself, Les-

bic ^ao?, Homeric iXa(f)o(;, Laconic fXyjfo?,

Att. VkEciZ, 'propitious, gracious', and cogn.

with L. soldri, 'to comfort', sahus, 'whole, safe',

OE. s&lig, gesxlig, 'happy, fortunate'. See silly

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also Hilary,

exhilarate.

Derivatives: hilarious-ly, adv., hilarious-ness, n.

hilarity, n., merriment, gaiety. — F. hilarite, fr.

L. hilaritatem, ace. of hilaritds, 'cheerfulness,

gaiety', fr. hilaris. See prec. word and -ity.

Hilary, masc. PN. — Late L. Hilarius, lit. 'cheer-

ful', fr. L. hilaris. See hilarious.

Hilda, fem. PN. — G., lit. 'battle maid', fr.

OHG. Midi, 'v/nr, battle', which is rel. to OE.

hild, ON. hildr, of s.m., and prob. cogn. with

Mir. cellach (for *celdach), 'war'. Cp. the first

element in Hildebrand, Hildegard and the second

element in Clothilda, Matilda.

Hildebrand, masc. PN. — OHG. Hildibrand, lit.

'battle sword', fr. Midi, 'war, battle' and branda

'sword'. See Hilda and brand.

Hildegard(e), fem. PN. — OHG. Hildegard, lit.

'protecting battle maid', compounded of Midi,

'war, battle', and *gard, 'to enclose, protect'.

For the first element see Hilda, for the second

see yard, 'enclosure', and cp. garden.

hilding, n., a base wretch; adj. base (archaic). —
Formed with suff. -ing fr. OE. hyldan, heldan,

'to lean, incline, bend down'. See heel, 'to lean'.

hill, n. — ME. Ml, hul, hull, fr. OE. hyll, rel. to

MDu. Mile, LG. hull, 'hill', ON. hallr, 'stone',

Goth, hallus, 'rock', ON. holmr, OE. holm,

'rising land, island', fr. I.-E. base *qel-, 'to rise,

be elevated', whence also OI. kHfam (for kul-

tam), 'top, skull' (orig. 'elevation'), Gk. xoX&ivAi;,

xoX<ivr), L. collis, 'hill', columen, 'top', columna,

'column'. See column and cp. holm. Cp. also

hillock.

Derivatives; hill, tr. v., hill-y, adj., hill-i-ness, n.

hillebrandite, n., a hydrous calcium orthosilicate

(mineral.)— Named after the American chemist

William Frances Hillebrand (i 853-1 925). For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Hillel, masc. PN. — Heb. Hiim, fr. hillil, 'he

praised', whence hallil, 'to praise'. See halleL

hillock, n. — Formed fr. hill with dimin. suff.

-ock.

hilsa, hilsah, n., a fish (Clupea ilisha). — Hind.

Mlsd, fr. 01. ilisak.

hUt, n. — ME., fr. OE. hilt. Mite, rel. to ON.
hjalt, OHG. helza, 'hiU', OS. helta, 'oar handle'

I
I
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prob. also to OE. holt, 'wood'. See holt, 'small

wood'. Derivative: hilt, tr. v.

hilum, n., scar on a seed (bot.) — L. hllum, 'a

little thing, trifle'. The orig. meaning was per-

haps 'a little thread or fiber', in which case

hilum would be a var. offHum, 'thread'. See file,

'a collection of papers', and cp. nihil.

him, pers. pron. — ME., fr. OE. him, dat. of he.

See he.

Himalayas, n. pi. — OI. Mmalayah, lit. 'abode of

snow', fr. himdh, 'snow', and dlayah, 'abode'.

Sec hibernate.

Derivative: Himalay-an, adj.

himation, n., Greek garment worn over the chiton

(Greek antiq.) — Gk. tjidcxiov, for dyLtkxiov,

fr. sljjia, 'a garment', which stands for *f^CT-

fjta, and is rel. to ^vviivai (for *feCT-vuvai), 'to

clothe', and cogn. with L. vestis, 'garment,

clothes'. See vest and cp. Anemia, 'a genus of

plants'.

himself, pron, — ME., fr. OE. Mm setfum, dat,

sing, of he self. See he and self.

hin, n., name of a liquid measure, the sixth part

of a bath (Bible). — Heb, hin, fr, Egypt, ban,

hanw.

hind, n., female of the deer. — ME, hinde, fr,

OE, hind, rel, to ON, hind, Du, hinde, OHG,
hinta, MHG. hinde, G, Hinde, Hindin, 'hind',

fr. I,-E. base *kem-, 'hornless', whence also OI.

sdmah, 'hornless', Gk. xE|j.a;, 'young deer, ga-

zelle', Lith. smulas, of s.m. Cp, gemsbok.

hind, n., a farm servant. — ME. hine, fr. OE.
hina, gen. of hiwan (pi.), 'members of a family'.

See hide, 'measure of land'.

hind, adj., posterior, — ME., prob. back forma-

tion fr. hinder, adj., influenced in form by OE.
hindan, 'from behind'. Cp. behind.

hinder, adj,, posterior, — ME, Mndere, fr. OE.
hinder (adv.), 'behind', rel. to OHG. hintar,

MHG. hinter, hinder, G. hinter, Goth, hindar,

'behind' (prep.), ON. hindr- (in compounds, as

e.g. hindr-vitni, 'superstition'), orig. compara-

tives to OE. hine, 'hence'. See hence and -ther

and cp. hinder, v. Cp. also the first element in

hinterland.

hinder, tr. and intr. v., to prevent. — ME, hin-

deren, hindren, fr. OE. hindrian, rel. to ON.
hindra, Du. hinderen, OHG. hintaron, MHG., G.
hindern, lit, 'to keep back', fr. OE. hinder, etc.,

'behind'. See hinder, adj.

Derivative: Mnder-er, n.

Hindi, n., the language of Northern India. —
Hind. Hindi, formed with suff. -i (expressing

relationship) fr. Hind, 'India'. See Hindu.

Hindoo, Hindooism, Hindoostani. — See Hindu,

Hinduism, Hindustani.

hindrance, n. — A hybrid coined fr. hinder, v.,

and -ance, a suff. of Latin origin.

Hindu, also Hindoo, n., one of the Hindu race. —
Pers. Hindu, fr. Hind, 'India', fr. OI. Sindhuh,

'the river Indus; the region of the river Indus'.

See India and cp. words there referred to.

hippalectryon

Hinduism, also Hindooism, n., the religion of the

Hindus. — Formed fr. Hindu with suff. -ism.

Hindustani, also Hindoostani, n., the most im-

portant dialect of Western Hindi; adj., per-

taining to Hindustan or Hindustani, j- Hind.

Hindustani, formed with suff. -i (expressing

relationship) fr, Pers. Hindustan, lit. 'the country

of the Hindus', fr. Hindu, 'Hindu', and stdn,

'place, country'. For the first element see Hindu.

The second element is rel. to Avestic stdna- (in

compounds), 'place', lit. 'a place where to

stand', from the stem of std-, 'to stand', fr. I.-E.

base *std-, 'to stand', whence also L. stare, 'to

stand'. See state and cp. stand. Cp. also Afgha-

nistan, Baluchistan, lit, 'place (i,e, land) of the

Afghans, resp, Baluchis', Cp, also the second

element in bezesteen and in bostangi.

Derivative: Hindustani, n,

hing, n., asafetida. — Hind, hing, fr. OI. hinguh.

hinge, n. — ME. henge, lit. 'that on which the

door hangs', fr. hengen, 'to hang', Cp, MLG,
henge, 'hinge', MDu, henge, 'hook, handle', Du,
hengsel, 'hinge', and see hang.

Derivatives: hinge, intr. and tr, v,, hing-ed, adj,

hinny, n., offspring of a stallion and a she-ass. —
L. hinnus, fr. Gk. ivvoi; = yiwo;, which is of

uncertain origin.

hinny, intr. v., to neigh. — ME., fr. L. hinnire,

'to neigh', which is of imitative origin.

hint, n. — ME. henten, 'to seize, take', fr. OE.
hentan, which stands in gradational relationship

to OE. huntian, to hunt'. See hunt and cp. hent.

Derivatives: hint, v., hint-ing-ly, adv.

hinterland, n., land lying behind a coast district.

— G,, compounded of hinter, 'behind', and
land, 'land'. See hinder, adj., and land.

hip, n., the haunch. — ME. hipe, hippe, hupe, fr,

OE, hype, rel. to Du. heup, OHG., MHG. huf
G. Hiifte, Goth, hups, 'hip', fr. I.-E. base

*qeu-b-, 'to bend', whence also Gk, xuPo;,

'hollow above the hip of cattle'. See cubicle and

cp. hive.

Derivative: hip, tr. v., to sprain the hip of.

hip, n., seed vessel of the dog rose. — ME. hepe,

hipe, fr, OE. heope, rel. to OE. hiopa, 'briar',

OS. hiopo, dial. Norw. hjupa, OHG. hiafo,hiufa,

MHG., G. hiefe, Du, joop, 'bramble', Dan,
hyben, 'hip', and cogn. with OPruss. kadubri,

'thorn'.

hip, n., melancholy.— For hyp, which is short for

hypochondria.

hip, interj, used in applauding (as in hip, hip,

hurrah). — Of imitative origin.

hipe, also hype, n,, a kind of throw in wrestling.

— Of uncertain origin; perhaps rel. to hip,

'haunch'. Derivative: hipe or hype, tr. and

intr. v., to throw by means of a hipe.

hipp-, form of hippo- before a vowel.

hippalectryon, n., an imaginary animal com-
bining the forms of the horse and the cock
(Greek antiq.)— Gk. tTntaXexxpucov, compound-
ed of iTTjroi;, 'horse' and aXexxputiv, 'cock'. See
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hippo- and alectryomachy.

hipped, adj., having hips. — Formed with suff.

-ed fr. hip, 'haunch'.

hipped, adj., depressed. — Formed with suff. -ed

fr. hip, 'melancholy'.

hippish, adj., somewhat depressed (colloq.) —
Formed with suff. -ish fr. hip, 'melancholy'.

hippo-, before a vowel hipp-, combining form

meaning 'horse'. — Gk. Etttto-, Itttt-, fr. l-KTtoq,

'horse', rel. to dial. Gk. txxo?, for I.-E. *eicwos,

whence also OI. dsvak, L. eguus, 'horse'. See

equine and cp. the second element in Eohippus,

epbippium, Philip, Xanthippe,

hippo, n. — Short for hippopotamus.

Hippoboscidae, n. pi., a family of parasitic blood-

sucking flies [entomol.) — ModL., formed with

suff. -idae fr. hippo- and Gk. p6axeiv, 'to feed'.

See botauy.

hippocampus, n., sea horse. — L., fr. Gk. Imz6-

jtaiiTto?, compounded of tTTTco?, 'horse' (see

hippo-), and xajxTtoi;, 'sea monster', which is

possibly rel. to xifjLTn), 'caterpillar'. Cp. the

first element in Campephagidae, Campephilus,

Campodea.

hippocras, n., a highly spiced wine.— ME. ypo-

cras, fr. OF. ipocras, ypocras (F. hypocras),

prop. fr. Hippocrates, the celebrated Greek

physician ; so called because the wine was strain-

ed through a woolen bag named Hippocrates

sleeve. The French spelling hypocras is due to

a confusion with the numerous words beginning

with hypo-, fr. Gk. ujt6, 'under, below'.

Hippocratic, adj., of, or pertaining to, the Greek

physician Hippocrates (460? — 357 B.C.E.) —
Late L. Hippocraticus, fr. L. Hippocrates, fr.

Gk. 'iTciroxpdcTTis. For the ending see suff. -ic.

Hippocrene, n., a fountain on Mt. Helicon sacred

to the Muses. — L., fr. Gk. 'l7tTtoxp7)vrj, lit.

'horse's fountain', which is compounded of

iTTTtoi;, 'horse', and xprjvv), 'fountain'. See hippo-

and crenic. Derivative: Hippocren-ian, adj.

Hippodamia, n., daughter of Oenomaus, king of

Pisa, who offered her to the suitor who should

defeat him in a chariot race (Classical mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. 'iTTTtoSiiJteia, fr. i7nr6Sa|ior;, 'tamer

of horses', which is formed fr. itttco?, 'horse',

and the stem of Sapiav, 'to tame'. See hippo- and

tame and cp. adamant

hippodrome, n., i) in ancient Greece and Rome,

a course for horse races; 2) a circus for eques-

trian performances. — F., fr. L. hippodromos,

fr. Gk. ETrTC68po(j.o?, 'race course', wiiich is com-

pounded of tTCTTo;, 'horse', and Spijio?, 'course'.

See hippo- and dromedary. Derivatives: hippo-

drome, intr. v., hippodrom-ic, adj.

Hippoglossus, n., a genus of flatfishes, the halibut

(ichthyol.) — ModL., compounded of hippo-

and Gk. fXCxsaoL, 'tongue'. See gloss, 'inter-

pretation'.

hippogriif, also hippogryph, n., an imaginary

monster combining the forms of the horse and

the fabulous griffin. — F. hippogriffe, fr. It.

ippogrifo, a hybrid coined fr. Gk. tTtTroi;, 'horse'

(see hippo-), and grifo, 'griffin'. See griffin, 'a

mythical animal'.

hippoid, adj., resembUng a horse {zool.) — Com-
pounded of tiippo- and Gk. -osi8^?, 'like', fr.

elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See -oid and cp. equoid.

Hippolyte, n., an Amazon, daughter of Ares;

taken prisoner by Theseus {Greek mythol.) —
L., fr. Gk. 'iTiTtoXiiTiQ, fem. of the name 'lunf^-

XuTo;. See Hippolytus and cp. next word.

Hippolyte, n., a genus ofprawns (zool.)— ModL.,

named after the Amazon Hippolyte. See prec.

word.

Hippolytidae, n., pi., afamily ofprawns.—ModL.,
pi., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -idae.

Hippolytus, PN., a son of Theseus {Greek my-

thol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'iTtTtAXuTo?, fr. i7rrr6XuTO(;,

lit. 'letting horses loose', formed fr. iTtTroq,

'horse', and the stem of Xiistv, 'to loose, let

loose'. See hippo-, and -lysis,

hippophagous, adj., eating horseflesh. — Com-
pounded of hippo- and Gk. -ipayo?, 'eating',

from the stem of 9aYeTv, 'to eat'. See -phagous.

hippophagy, n., the practice of eating horseflesh.

—Compounded of hippo- and -fa-^ia., fr. -epixYoi;,

'eating'. See -phagy.

hippopotamic, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

a hippopotamus. — See next word and -ic.

hippopotamus, n. — L., fr. Gk. hmov:bn:a.\j.o(i, lit.

'horse of the river', fr. Jtctto?, 'horse' and tvo-

Ta(i6i;, 'river'. See hippo- and potamo-.

Hipposelinum, n., a genus of plants, the lovage

{hot) — ModL., fr. Gk. iTTJroaiXivov, 'coarse

parsley', lit. 'horse parsley', fr. tTijrtoi;, 'horse',

and (j^XTvov, 'parsley'. See hippo- and parsley

and cp. the second element in Petroselinum.

hippuric, adj., pertaining to the acid QHaNOs
(chem.) — Compounded of Gk. innoQ, 'horse',

and oSpov, 'urine' (see hippo-, urine and adj.

suff. -ic). This acid was so called t>ecause it was

first found (by Rouelle) in the urine of horses.

Hippuris, n., a genus of plants, the mare's tail

{bot.) — ModL., lit. 'horse's tail', fr. hippo-

and Gk. oup4, 'tail'. See uro-, 'tail-'.

Hiram, masc. PN. — Phoen.-Heb. H'rdm, prob.

aphetic for Aftirdm, lit. 'brother of the lofty',

fr. dlft, construct state of d(i, 'brother', and ram,

'high, lofty'. The first element is rel. to Aram.

ah, Ugar. 'h, Arab, ah, Ethiop. ahaw, Akkad.

cjtu, 'brother', Heb. dhSth, Aram, difdth, Syr.

hdthd, Ugar. 'ht, Arab, uht, Ethiop. ahat, Ak-

kad. ahdtu, 'sister'. For the second element in

AhXrdm see Abram.

Hiramite, n. (applied to Freemasons). — Lit.

'descendant of Hiram (king of Tyre)'. Formed

fr. Hiram with subst. suff. -ite.

hircarra, n., a messenger; a spy {India). — Pers.

harkard, 'messenger, spy', compounded of har,

'every, all' (fr. OPers. haruva-), and kdr, 'work,

business', fr. OPers. kar-, 'to make'. See corpus

and cp. Sanskrit and words there referred to.

hircine, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a he-
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goat; of a rank smell. — L. hircinus, 'pertaining

to a he-goat', fr. hircus, 'he-goat', which is prob.

rel. to hirsUtus, 'shaggy, prickly, bristly'. See

hirsute and adj. suff. -ine and cp. hearse,

hire, n. — ME., fr. OE. hyr, 'hire, wages, usury,

interest', rel. to OS. hUra, hOria, Dan. hyre,

Swed. hyra, 'hire, wages', OFris. here, MLG.,
MDu. hare, Du. huur, G. Heuer, 'hire, wages,

rent, lease'. The ulterior etymol. of these words

is unknown.
hire, tr. v. — ME. hiren, fr. OE. hyrian, rel. to

Dan. hyre, Swed. hyra, OFris. hera, MLG.,
MDu. hUren, Du. huren, G. heuem, 'to hire,

rent'. These verbs are prob. denominated fr.

OE. hyr, resp. its equivalents in the other Teut.

languages. See hire, n.

Derivatives: hir-er, n., hire-ling, n.

hirple, intr. v., to walk lamely; to hobble (chiefly

Scot.) — Of unknown origin.

hurient, adj., snarling; trilled. — L. hirriens, gen.

-entis, 'snarling,' pres. part, of hirrire, 'to snarl',

of imitative origin. Cp. hirundine. For the ending

see suff. -ent.

Derivative: hirrient, n., a trilled sound.

hirsute, adj., shaggy, bristly. — L. hirsUtus,

'shaggy, prickly, bristly', rel. to hir-tus, 'rough,

shaggy, hairy', and in gradational relationship

to horrere, 'to stand on end, bristle, shake,

shudder, shiver, tremble'. See horror and cp.

hearse, hispid.

Derivatives: hirsute-ness,ii., hirsut-ism, n.

hirsuties, n., excessive growth of hair.— ModL.
hirsuties, lit. 'shagginess', fr. L. hirsUtus. See

prec. word.

Hirtella, n., a genus of plants of the peach family

{bot.) — ModL., fr. L. hirtus, 'rough, hairy,

shaggy'. See prec. word and -ella.

Hirudo, n., a genus of leeches {zool.)— L. hirOdo,

gen. hirUdinis, 'leech', of uncertain origin.

hunindine, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

swallow. — Contraction of *hirundin-ine (see

haplology), which is formed with adj. suff. -ine

fr. L. hirundd, gen. -inis, 'swallow', fr. hirrire,

'to snarl'. See hirrient.

his, pron.— ME., fr. OE. his, 'of him, his', gen. of

masc. he, 'he', and of neut. hit, 'it'. See he and it.

hisingerite, n., a hydrous ferric silicate (mineral.)

— G. Hisingerit, named after the Swedish chem-

ist Wilhelm Hisinger (1766-1852). The ending

-it goes back to Gk. -f-n)?; see subst. suff. -ite.

Hispania, n., the Latin name of the country now
comprising Spain and Portugal. — L. Hispania,

'Spain', lit. 'the country of the Spaniards', fr.

Hispdnus, 'Spaniard', which is prob. of Iberian

origin. The i in {H)i-spdnia is prob. the Iberian

article. Cp. Spaniard, spaniel.

Hispanic, adj., Spanish. — L. Hispdnicus, fr.

Hispdnia. See prec. word and -ic.

hispid, adj., bristly.— L. hispidus, 'shaggy, prickly,

bristly', prob. rel. to hirsUtus, of s.m. See hirsute.

Derivative: hispid-ity, n.

hiss, intr. v. and n. — ME. hissen, of imitative

origin. Derivatives: hiss-er, n., hiss-ing, n.,

hiss-ing-ly, adv.

hist, inter., hush.— Of imitative origin. Cp. hush,

whisht, whist, interj.

hist-, form of histo- before a vowel.

histamine, n., an amine,C5H9N3, occurring in ergot

and produced by the decomposition of histidine

(chem.) — Coined fr. histidine and amine,

histidine, iiistidin, n., an amino acid C6Hj,N302

(chem.) — Coined fr. Gk. EotEov, dimin. of

t(jT6(; (see histo-), and suff. -idine.

histo-, twfore a vowel hist-, combining form

meaning 'tissue'. —• Gk. ioto-, Iot-, fr. 10x6?,

'ship's mast; loom; warp, web', which stands

for *aia-c6i; and lit. means 'that which causes to

stand', fr. taT7i[i.i (for *(j[-OTiQ-[xt), 'I make to

stand; I stand', fr. I.-E. base *std-, 'to stand',

whence also Gk. (jt?j(jwov, 'the warp in the

loom', L. stdre, 'to stand*, stamen, 'the warp

in the loom'. See state and cp. anhistous, Actin-

istia. Cp. also stamen,

histogenesis, n., formation of organic tissue. —
Compounded ofhisto- and Gk. •^bnaic,, 'origin'.

See genesis,

histogenetic, adj., pertaining to histogenesis. —
See prec. word and genetic,

histology, n., the study of organic tissues. —
Compounded of histo- and -Xo-^ia., fr. -X6yoi;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one

who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: histolog-ic, histolog-ic-al, adjs.,

histolog-ist, n.

histolysis, n., dissolution of organic tissue. —
Compounded ofhisto- and Gk. Xijai<;, 'a loosing',

fr. Xtietv, 'to loose'. See -lysis,

histolytic, adj., pertaining to histolysis. — See

prec. word and -lytic

histone, n., any of a group of basic proteins

(chem.) — Coined fr. Gk. ictt6(; (see histo-) and

suff. -one.

historian, n. — F. historien, fr. L. historia. See

history and -an.

historiated, adj., illustrated with figures of flowers

or animals, etc.— Formed with suff. -ed fr. ML.
historidtus, pp. of historidre, 'to narrate, depict;

to paint', fr. L. historia, 'history'. See history

and adj. suff. -ate and cp. storiated. For sense

development cp. story, 'horizontal section of a

building'.

historic, adj. — L. historicus, fr. Gk. laTopLxoi;,

'historical', fr. iaropta, 'historical narrative'.

See history and -ic. Derivatives : historic-al, adj.,

historic-al-ly, adv., historic-ity, n.

Iiistorico-, combining form meaning 'historical'.

— Fr. Gk. tCTTopo<6i;. See historic,

historied, adj., having a history. — See history

and -ed.

historiette, n., a short history, a short story. —
F., dimin. of histoire, 'history, story', fr. L.

historia. See liistory and -ette.

historify, tr. v., to treat in, or as in, history. —
Formed fr. history with suff. -fy.
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historiographer, n., historian. — Formed with

suft'. -er fr. earlier historiograph, fr. Late L. his-

toriographiis, fr. Gk. laTopioypacpo?, 'history

writer', which is compounded of laxopia,

'history', and -Ypa9o?, fr. Ypatpeiv, 'to write'.

See history and -graph.

historiography, n,, the writing of history. — See

prec. word and -graphy.

Derivatives : historiograph-ic, historiograph-ic-al,

adjs., hisloriograph-ic-at-ly, adv.

history, n. — L. historia, 'narrative, story, nar-

ration, account', fr. Gk. la-opia, 'learning by

inquiry, knowledge obtained by inquiry; ac-

count of one's inquiries; narration, historical

narrative; history', fr. t'oTtop (Boeot. fiCTTup),

'knowing, learned', which stands for *fiSTcop

and is rel. to olSa (for *fotSa), 'I know', elSov

(for *ef!.8ov), 'I saw', tSeiv (for *f!.S£tv), 'to

see', ISsa (prob. for *ftSsaa), 'look, semblance;

kind, nature, class, species', and cogn. with L.

videre, 'to see'. See vision and cp. idea and words

there referred to. Cp. also story, polyhistor.

histrionic, adj., pertaining to an actor. — Late L.

histrionicus, 'pertaining to an actor', fr. histrio,

gen. -onis, 'actor', fr. hister, 'actor', which is of

Etruscan origin.

Derivative: hi:,trionic-al-Iy, adv.

hit, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hilten, fr. ON. hitta,

'to hit upon, meet with', whence also Dan. hitte,

Swed. hilla, 'to hit, find'.

Derivatives: hit, n., hitt-er, n.

hitch, tr. and intr. v., to move by jerks. — ME.
hytchen, 'to move, remove', rel. to dial. E. hike,

'to move with a jerk', Scot, hitch, 'a motion by

jerks'. Cp. hike.

Derivatives: hitch, n., hitch-er, n., hitch-y, adj.,

hitch-i-ly, adv., hitch-i-ness, n.

hithe, n., landing place, port (archaic or in place

names). — ME. hythe, fr. OE. hylh, 'landing

place', rel. to OS. hath, of s.m.

hither, adv. — ME. hider, hither, fr. OE. hider,

rel. to ON. hedra (for *hidra), 'here', Goth.

hidre, 'hither'; formed from the Teut. demon-

strative base *hi- (whence also he, here) with

the comparative suff. -thcr. Cp. thither. Cp. also

cis-, citra-.

Derivative : hither, adj.

hitherward, also hitherwards, adv. — OE. hider-

weard. See hither and -ward, resp. -wards.

Hittite, n. — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr.

Heb. Hitti, 'Hittite' (pi. Hittfm), fr. Hitt. Hatti.

hive, n. — ME, hive, fr. OE. hyf, rel. to ON.
hOfr, 'hull of a ship', and cogn. with OI. kitpah,

'hollow, pit, cave', Gk. x'j—/;, 'a kind of ship',

-/.''jr:zi'K'j\i, 'cup", L. cOpa, 'tub, cask, vat'. See

cup and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: hire, tr. and intr. v.

hives, n., any of various eruptive skin diseases. —
Of uncertain origin.

Ilivite, n., one of an ancient tribe of Canaan dis-

possessed by the Israelites. — Formed with

subst. suff. -ite fr. Heb. Hiwwt, lit. 'villager', fr.

hawwd'', 'tent-village, village', which prob. de-

rives fr. base h-w-h, 'to gather', and is rel. to

Arab, hdwa, 'he collected, gathered', hiwd\

'circle of tents'.

ho, interj. — Imitative. Cp. whoa.

hoactzin, n. — See hoatzin.

hoar, adj. — ME. har, hor, fr, OE. har, 'gray,

gray-haired, old', rel. to ON. hdrr, of s.m., OS.,

OHG. her, 'distinguished, noble, glorious, ex-

cellent', MHG. her, 'distinguished, noble,

proud, gay, holy', G. hehr, 'exalted, august,

noble, sublime', Herr, 'lord, master', herrlich,

'glorious, excellent', fr. Teut. base *haira, cor-

responding to T.-E. *koiro-; cp. Mir. cfar,'dark',

fr. base *keiro-, a vowel-gradation form of

*koiro-. Cp. Herr, herring, and the second ele-

ment in mynheer, younker. Cp. also hue.

Derivatives: hoar, n., and intr. and tr. v., hoar-y,

adj., hoar-i-ness, n.

hoard, n. — ME. hard, fr. OE. hord, rel. to OS.

hard, ON. hodd, OHG., MHG., G. hort, Goth.

hu7d, 'treasure', lit. 'hidden treasure', fr. I.-E.

*quz-dho-. The first element in this base means

'hidden'; see hide, 'to conceal', and cp. words

there referred to. The second element in *quz-

dho- means 'placed', fr. base *dhe-, *dho-, 'to

place', whence also Gk. xtftsvai, 'to place',

OE. don, 'to do'. See d*> and cp. theme. Cp. also

treasure.

hoard, tr. and intr. v. — ME. harden, fr. OE.

hordian, fr. hord. See hoard, n.

Derivatives: hoard-er, n., hoarding (q.v.)

hoarding, n., the act of one who hoards. —
Formed fr. hoani, v., with -ing, suff. forming

verbal nouns.

hoarding, n., a temporary fence. — Formed with

subst. suff. -ing fr. obsol. E. hoard, fr. OF.

hourd, hourt, hort, 'scaffold', which is of Teut.

origin. Cp. OHG. hurd, 'hurdle', and see

hurdle.

hoarhound, n. — See horehound.

hoarse, adj. — ME. hors, fr. earlier hos, fr. OE.

has, rel. to OS. hes, ON. hass, Dan. hxs, Swed,

hes, Du. hees, OHG. heisi, heis, MHG. heise,

heiser, earlier G. heisch, G. heiser, 'hoarse'.

These words prob. meant orig. 'dried out;

rough', and are rel. to OE. hat, etc., 'hot'; see

hot. The insertion of the r in ME. hors is prob.

due to the influence of harsh.

Derivatives: hoarse-ly, adv., hoarse-ness, n.

hoatzin, hoactzin, n., a bird of S. America. — Sp.,

fr. NahuatI uatzin.

hoax, n. and tr. v. — Fr. earlier hocus. See hocus-

pocus.

Derivative: hoax-er, n.

hob, n., i) a rustic; a clownish lout: 2) a fairy. —
Fr. Hoh, a pet form of Robin. Cp. hobgoblin.

hob, n., projection at the side of a fireplace; peg.

— Of uncertain origin. Cp. hub.

hobble, intr. v., to go haltingly, to limp; tr. v.,

to cause to go haltingly. — ME. hobelen; rel.

to Du. hobbelen, 'to rock from side to side'.

I

freq. of hohben, 'to toss, to rock'. Cp. hopple

and hobby, 'a small species of falcon'.

Derivatives: hobble, n., hobbler (q.v.), hobbl-

ing-ly, adv.

hobbledehoy, also hobbadehoy, hobbedehoy, n.,

a clumsy youth. — Of uncertain origin.

hobbler, n., one who, or that which, hobbles. —
Formed from the verb hobble with agential

suff. -er.

hobbler, n., a retainer who maintained a horse

for military service (Engl, hist.) — ME. hobler,

hobeler, a blend of OF. hobin, hobi, 'a small

horse' (see hobby, 'a nag'), and OF. hobeler,

'to skirmish', fr. OF. hober, 'to bestir oneself;

shake, agitate', which is of Teut. origin. Cp.
Du. hobben, 'to toss', and see hobble.

hobby, n., a small species of falcon. — ME. hobi,

hoby, fr. OF. hobet, dimin. of hobe, 'falcon'

(whence also F. hobereau, 'hobby; squireen'),

fr. OF. hober, 'to bestir oneself. See prec. word.

hobby, n., i) a nag; 2) hobby horse; 3) favorite

occupation. — ME. hobin, 'nag', fr. OF. hobin,

hobi, 'a small horse', orig. 'the ambling animal',

fr. OF. hober, 'to bestir oneself. See hobby,

'a species of falcon', and cp. aubin.

hobgoblin, n., \)(cap.) Robin Goodfellow; 1) an
elf, goblin

; 3) a bogey. — Compounded of hob,

'a kind of fairy', and goblin.

hobnail, n. — Compounded of hob, 'fairy', and
nail.

Derivative: hobnail-ed, adj.

hobnob, intr. v., to be on intimate terms. — A
var. of early ModE. hab nab, fr. OE. habban,

'to have', and nabban, contraction of «e habban,

'not to have'. Hence hobnob orig. meant 'have

or have not'. See have.

hobo, n., a tramp (American Slang). — Of un-

known origin.

hobson-jobson, n., a festal excitement. — Cor-

ruption of Arab, ya Hasan ! ya Husayn ! 'O

Hasan! O Husain!', cry of the Mohammedans
at the procession of the Moharram. See Yule

and Bumell, Hobson-Jobson, p. 419.

Hobson's choice, n. — So called after Thomas
Hobson (died in 1631), who had livery stables at

Cambridge and let out horses to customers on
the condition that they had to take the animal

standing in the stable nearest to the stable door.

hock, n,, the joint in the hind leg of a horse. —
ME. hough, hoch, fr. OE. hoh, 'heel', rel. to the

first element in ON. hd-sin, OE. hoh-sinu, 'hock

sinew', OHG. hahsa, MHG. hahse, G. Hachse,

'hock', ON. hxtl, OE. hila, 'heel', and cogn.

with OL kdksah, kakfd, Avestic kasha, 'armpit',

L. coxa, 'hip', Lith. kinka, kenkle, 'knee joint',

cinksla, 'knee sinew', Olr. coss, 'foot'. Cp. bough.

Cp. also heel. Cp. also coxa. For the second
element in ON. hd-sin, OE. hoh-sinu, see sinew.

Derivative: hock, tr. v., to hamstring.

hock, n., white Rhenish wine. — Orig. 'wine of
Hochheim', abbreviation of obsol. hockamore,
'wine of Hochheim', fr. G. Hochheimer, fr.

Hochheim, a village near Mainz in Germany.
Hockday, n., the second Tuesday after Easter.,

—

The first element in this compound is of Un-

known origin. It is not related to G. hoch, 'high'.

hockey, n. — Prob. fr. OF. hoquet, 'bent club,

shepherd's crook', formed with suff. -e't fr. OF.
hoc, 'a hook', which is of Teut. origin (cp. OE.
hoc and see hook); prob. so called because

played with clubs hooked slightly at the end.

hocus, n. and tr. v. — Short for hocus-pocus.

hocus-pocus, n., a conjurer's trick. — Sham L.

Cp. hoax, hokey-pokey.

hod, n., a portable trough for carrying mortar.
— MDu. hodde, 'basket', rel. to Frankish

*hotta (whence F. hotte, 'basket for the back')

and to dial. G. Hotte, 'basket for the back'.

hodden, n., a coarse woolen cloth. — Perh. fr.

Northern E. dial, form of holden, pp. of held,

hence lit. 'cloth held (at home)'. See hold.

Hodge, n., the agricultural laborer. — A popular
form of the name Roger.

hodgepodge, n. — A var. of hotchpotch (q.v.)

hodgkinsonite, n., a hydrous zinc manganese sili-

cate (mineral.) — Named after H. H. Hodgkin-

son of Franklin Furnace, New Jersey. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

hodiernal, adj., of this day. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. hodiernus, 'of this day', fr. hodie,

'today', which stands for hoc die, 'on this day',

fr. abl. ai hie, 'this', and dies, 'day'. L. hie prob.

stands for hi-ce or he-ce, which is compounded
of the emphatic particle hi-, resp. he-, and the

demonstrative particle -ce. Particle hi-, he- is

cogn. with the emphatic particles: OI. ghc,

'just, indeed, certainly', ha, 'of course, surely',

01. hi, Avestic zi, 'for, because; surely, indeed',

Gk. -j\. (in ou-xi, iJi'')-Z^> 'not', vai-yi, 'yea,

verily'), OSlav. -go-, -ze (after a negation), Lith,

-gu, -gi. For the demonstrative particle -ce cp.

the second element in L. istic, 'this', illic, 'that'.

See he and cp. haecceity, encore and langue

d'oc. For the second element in L. hodie see

dies non.

hodograph, hodometer. — See odograph, odo-

meter.

hoe, n. — ME. howe, fr. MF. (= F.) houe, fr.

Frankish *hauwa, which is rel. to OHG. houwa

(MHG. houwe, G. Haue), 'hoe, mattock, pickax',

fr. OHG. houwan, which is rel. to OE. heawan,

'to cut, hew'. See hew.

hoe, tr. V. — ME. howwen, fr. howe. See hoe, n.

Derivative: ho-er, n.

hoemesite, n., a hydrous magnesium arsenate

(mineral.) — G. Hoernesit, named after the

Austrian paleontologist Moritz Hoernes (1852-

19 1 7). The ending -it goes back to Gk. -tTr,c,;

see subst, suff. -ite.

hog, n. — ME. hog, hogge, fr. OE. hogg, of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives: hog, tr. and intr. v., hogg-ed, adj.,

hogg-ery, n., hogg-ish, adj., hogg-ish-ly, adv.,

hogg-ish-ness, n.
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Hogarthian, adj., in the satirical manner of the

English painter and caricaturist William Ho-

garth (1 697- 1 764).— For the ending see suff. -ist.

Hogen-Mogen, n., i) 'Their High Mightinesses',

i.e. the States-General of the United Provinces

of the Netherlands (obsol.); 2) the Dutch; a

Dutchman (used contemptuously). — Fr. Du.

Hoogmogendheden,"iIieh Mightinesses' (fr. hoog,

'high', and mogend, 'mighty'), title of the States-

General in the Netherlands. See high, and may,

mighty,

hoicks, hoick, interj., a call to incite hounds. —
Of unknown origin. Cp. yoicks.

holden, n. — See hoyden,

hoi polloi, the common people, the rabble. —
Gk. o[ TToXXoi, 'the many', pi. of 7toX>i?. See

poly-,

hoise, tr. v., to hoist (obsol.) — Late ME. hoise,

alter, of earlier hyce, hysse, fr. MLG. hissen or

MDu. hischen (Du. hijsen), 'to hoist' (whence

also G. hissen, F. hisser. It. issare, Sp., Port.

izar) ;
possibly ofimitative origin. Cp. next word.

hoist, tr. v., to raise, lift. — Alter, of hoise, prob.

due to a confusion with hoised, hoist, pp. of

hoise.

Derivatives: hoist, n., hoist-er, n., hoist-ing, n.

and adj.

hoity-toity, adj., i) giddy, flighty; 2) haughty,

arrogant; 3) petulant. — From the obsol. v.

hoit, 'to indulge in riotous gaiety', which is of

uncertain origin.

hokey-pokey, n., i) hocus-pocus; 2) cheap ice-

cream sold in the streets. — Prob. altered fr.

hocus-pocus.

holdimah, n., wisdom; (cap.), wisdom literature,

a division of ancient Hebrew writings. — Heb.

(tokhmd", 'wisdom', from the stem of hakhdm,

'he was wise', whence also hakhdm, 'skillful,

learned, wise', rel. to Aram.-Syr. hakhdm, 'he

was wise', Arab, hdkuma, 'he was wise', hakim,

'wise'. See hakeem,

hoi-, form of holo- before a vowel.

holcad, n., a ship of burden {Greek antiq.) —
Gk. oXjux?, gen. 6XxaSoi;, 'ship of burden', lit.

'a ship that is towed', rel. to gXxetv, 'to draw'.

See Holcus and -ad and cp. hulk,

holcodont, adj., having the teeth set in a contin-

uous groove. — Compounded of Gk. SXxo?,

'furrow', and the stem of oScov, gen. 686vto?,

'tooth'. See next word and odonto-.

Holcus, n., a genus of plants (Jbot.) — L., a kind

of grass, fr. Gk. oXxi?, adj., 'attractive', which is

rel. to oXxo?, n., 'that which draws; a track made

by drawing, a furrow', and to e>j(eiv, 'to draw,

attract', fr. I.-E. base *selq-, 'to draw', whence

also L. sulcus, 'furrow, trench'. See sulcate and

cp. holcad, holcodont, hulk,

hold, tr. and intr. v. — ME. healden, halden, hol-

den, fr. OE haldan, healdan, rel. to OS. haldan,

ON. halda, Dan. holde, Swed. hilla, OFris.

halda, MLG. halden Du. houden, OHG. haltan,

MHG., G. hahen, 'to hold', Goth, haldan, 'to

tend' (orig. prob. 'to drive on'), fr. Teut. *hal-

dan, which is prob. a dental enlargement of

I.-E. base *quel-, 'to drive'. The phases of the

sense development of the above words prob.

were 'to drive on' (cattle, etc.); 'to tend' (cattle;

as in Goth, haldan); 'to hold' (cattle, etc.)'. For

other derivatives of I.-E. base *qel-, see celerity

and words there referred to. Cp. behold, halt,

'stoppage', hodden, holt, 'lair of an animal'.

Derivatives: hold, n., hold-er, n., hold-ing, n.

hold, n., space in a ship below the lower deck,

in which cargo is stowed (naut.) — ME. hoH,

fr. MDu. hool, hoi, 'hole; hold'. See hole,

holden, archaic pp. of the verb hold,

boldenite, n., a basic manganese zinc arsenate

(mineral.)— Named after the American mineral

collector Albert Fairchild /foWen (1866-1913)..

For the ending see subst. sufT. -ite.

hole, n. — ME., fr. OE. hoi, 'hollow place, hole'

(prop. neut. of the adj. hoi, 'hollow', used as a

noun), and OE. holh, 'hollow place, hole'; rel.

to OS., OFris., MDu., OHG., MHG. hoi, MDu.
hool, ON. holr, G. hohl, 'hollow', Goth, us-hulon,

'to hollow out', prob. fr. I.-E. base *qaul-, *qul-,

'hollow, a hollowed thing', whence also Gk.

xauX6(;, 'stem', L. caulis, colis, 'stem, stalk'; see

cole.

Derivatives: hole, tr. and intr. v., hole-ly, adj.

Holi, Hoolee, Hooly, n., spring festival in honor

of Krishna {Hindu religion). — Hind, holl, fr.

01. holdkd, which is prob. of imitative origin.

holiday, n. — ME. holidei, fr. OE. hdligdxg, lit.

'a holy day'. See holy and day.

holUy, adv. — ME., fr. OE. hdligllce. See holy

and adv. sufF. -ly.

holiness, n. — ME. holynesse, fr. OE. hdlignes.

See holy and -ness.

holism, n., the theory that regards nature as con-

sisting of 'wholes' (philos.) — Coined with suff.

-ism fr. Gk. 8X01;, 'whole, entire'. See holo-.

Holland, n., the Netherlands. — Du. Holland, fr.

earlier Holtlant, lit. 'wood land' (in allusion to

the important district with the center Dor-

drecht). MDu. holt, hout (Du. hout), 'wood', is

rel. to 1st E. holt (q.v.) For Du. land see land.

Cp. next word and Hollands.

hoUandaise, n., a seasoned sauce made of yolk of

eggs and butter. — Short for F. sauce hoUan-

daise, 'Dutch sauce' ; hoUandaise is the feminine

of hollandais, 'Dutch', fr. Hollande, 'Holland'.

See prec. word.

hoUandite, n., manganate of barium, manganese

and iron {mineral.) — Named after the English

geologist Sir Thomas Henry Holland (1868-

1947), director of the geological survey of India.

For the ending see subst. suff'. -ite.

Hollands, n., gin made in Holland. — Du. Hol-

landsch genever (now spelled Hollands jenever),

'Holland gin'. See Holland. The suff. -sch in

Hollandsch corresponds to E. -ish (q.v.)

hollo, interj., n. and intr. and tr. v. — Imitative.

hollow, adj. — ME. holh, holwe, fr. holh, 'hole",
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fr. OE. holh, 'hollow, place, hole'. See hole.

Derivatives: hollow, adv., n., v., hollow-ly, adv.,

hollow-ness, n.

holly, n. — ME. holi, holin, fr. OE. holegn, holen,

rel. to OS., OHG. hulis, huls, ON., hulfr, MDu.,

MHG. huls, Du., G. hulst, 'holly', and cogn.

with Mir. cuilenn, W. celyn, Gael, cuilionn,

'holly'. These words lit. mean 'the pricking

tree'. They derive fr. I.-E. base *qel-, 'to prick',

whence also OSlav. koljq, klati, 'to prick',

OSlav. klasU, Russ. kilos, 'ear of com', lit. 'that

which pricks'. See Solmsen in Beitrage zur Ge-

schichte der Deutschen Sprache und Literatur,

27, 366. — F. houx, 'holly', is a loan word fr.

Frankish *huls, 'which is rel. to OHG. huls,

'holly'. Cp. holm oak, hulver.

hollyhock, n., a plant of the mallow family. —
ME. holihoc, lit. 'holy mallow' compounded of

ME. holi, 'holy (see holy), and OE. hoc,

'mallow', which is of unknown origin.

holm, n., an island situated in a lake or river. —
OE., 'sea, island, hill', rel. to ON. holmr, 'island,

rising land', fr. I.-E. base *qel-, 'to rise, be ele-

vated'. See hill.

holmia, n., holmium oxide {chem.) — ModL.,

named by its discoverer the Swedish chemist

Per Teodor Cleve (1840-1905) in 1879 after

Holmia, the Latin name of Stockholm, his

native city. For the ending see suff. -ia.

holmium, n., name of a metallic element {chem.)

— Coined by the French chemist Lecoq de Bois-

baudran (1838-1912) in 1886 fr. prec. word. For

the ending see suff. -ium.

holm oak,— ME. holm, fr. OE. holen, 'holly'. See

holly.

holo-, before a vowel hoi-, combining form mean-

ing 'whole, entire, complete'. — Gk. 6X0-, 6X-,

fr. 6X0?, 'whole, entire', which stands for

*6Xfoi;, fr. I.-E. *sol-wos, whence also L. soUus

(for *solwos), 'whole, entire'. See safe and words

there referred to and cp. esp. the second element

in catholic.

holocaust, n., i) a burnt offering; 2) complete

destruction by fire; 3) a great destruction. —
F. holocauste, fr. L. holocaustum, fr. Gk. 6X6-

xauaxov, lit. 'a thing wholly burnt', neut. of the

adj. 6X6xauaTo?, which is compoimded of 5Xoi;,

'whole' (see holo-), and x«ijctt6i;, verbal adj. of

xatetv (for *xiFiEiv), 'to bum'. See caustic.

Derivatives: holocaust-al, holocaust-ic, adjs.

holograph, n., a document written entirely by the

person from whom it proceeds. — Late L. holo-

graphus (whence also F. holographe), fr. Gk.

6x6Ypacpoi;, 'written in full, written entirely by

the same hand', which is compounded of oXo?,

'whole' (see holo-), and -Ypa90i;, fr. y^&tfzv^, 'to

write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: holograph-ic, holograph-ic-al, adjs.

holobedral, adj., having the full number of faces

required by complete symmetry {said of crys-

tals). — Compounded of holo- and Gk.

'seat; base, side, face'. See -hedral.

bolomorphic, adj., of symmetrical form. —• Com-
pounded of holo- and Gk. (AopcpTj, 'form, shape'.

See -morphic.

holophote, adj., an optical apparatus by which

all the light of a lighthouse lamp is utilized. —
Compounded ofholo- and Gk. 901?, gen.''9o>T65,

'light'. See photo-.

holophrasis, n., the expression of a whole phrase

in a single word (as in some agglutinative lan-

guages). — Compounded of holo- and Gk.

9pdt(n(;, 'speech, expression, phrase'. See phrase.

holophrastic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized

by, holophrasis. — Compounded of holo- and

Gk. (ppa<jTLx6i;, 'expressive', fr. 9pa?ei.v, 'to

point out, show, tell', whence also 9paCTi(;. See

prec. word and -ic.

holophyte, n., a plant-capable of manufacturing

its own food. — Compounded of holo- and Gk.

91)t6v, 'plant'. See phyto-.

Holosteum, n., a genus of plants, the jagged

chickweed {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ok6areo\i,

used by Dioscorides for a plant. The word lit.

means 'wholly of bones', fr. oXo?, 'whole', and

6aT^ov, otrrouv, 'bone'. See holo- and osteo-.

Holothuria, n., the genus of sea cucumbers (zool.)

— ModL., fr. L. holothuria (pi.), fr. Gk. 6X0-

douptov, 'a kind of marine zoophyte'.

holpen, archaic pp. of help.

holster, n., leather case for a pistol. — Du., a col-

lateral form of holfter, rel. to OHG. huluft,

MHG. hulft, 'cover, case, sheath', MHG. hulf-

ter, 'quiver', G. Holfter, 'holster', OE. heolstor,

'that which covers, hiding place, concealment,

darkness', ON. hulstr, 'case, sheath', Goth.

hulistr, 'covering, veil', and to OE. helan, 'to

conceal', fr. I.-E. base *kel-, 'to hide, conceal'.

See cell and cp. housing, 'covering'. The suff.

-tr, -str, in the above words is instrumental.

Derivatives: holster, tr. v., holster-ed, adj.

holt,n.,smallwood.— OE.,rel.toOS.,ON.,Dan.,

Norw., OFris. holt, MDu. holt, hout, Du. hout,

OHG., MHG., G. holz, 'wood', and cogn. with

Gk. xXaSo?, 'young branch or shoot', L. clddes,

'injury, mischief, disaster', Russ.-Church Slavic

klada, 'beam', kladivo, 'hammer', Mir. claidim,

'I dig', caill (for *caldet), 'forest', W. clawdd,

Co. claud, 'ditch', Olr. claid-eb, W. cleddyf,

'sword' (L. gladius, 'sword', is a Celtic loan

word). All these words derive fr. I.-E. *qeldd-,

*qoldd-, *qldd-, *q!do-, -^-enlargements of

base *qel{d)-, *qol{d)-, 'to strike, beat, break',

whence Gk. xXav, 'to break', xXijpo;, Dor,

xXapo;, prop, 'little piece of wood lopped off

(used for casting lots)', hence 'a casting of lots',

L. caldmitds, 'damage, injury, loss, misfortune'

(with the primary meaning 'blow'), in-columis,

'unimpaired, uninjured', Lith. kalul, kdlti, 'to

strike, forge', Lett, kalu, ka!t, 'to forge', OSlav.

koljg, klati, 'to pierce, slaughter'. Cp. the second

element in clapholt and the first element in Hol-

land. Cp. also halt, 'lame', hilt. Cp. also calamity,

clastic, claymore. Clematis, clergy, cleric, clerk.
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colobium, coloboma, Colobus, coup, gladiator,

glaive, Procellaria. Cp. also the first element in

colure.

holt, n., retreat or lair of an animal. — A var. of

hold, n. See hold.

holus-bolus, adv., all at once. — Sham Latin

coined fr. whole and bolus,

holy, adj. — ME. halt, holi, fr. OE. hdlig, rel. to

OS. helag, ON. heilagr, Dan. hellig, Swed. helig,

OFris., MDu. helich, Du. heilig, OHG. heilag,

MHG. heilec, G. heilig, Goth, hailags, 'holy',

and to OE. hal, 'whole, healthy'. See whole and

cp. hale, 'sound, healthy'. Cp. also halibut,

halidoni, hallow, hollyhock. Cp. also Olga.

horn-, form of homo- before a vowel.

homage, n.— ME., fr. OF. homage (F. hommage),

fr. ML. hominaticum, 'vassal's service', fr. L.

homo, gen. hominis, 'man', which is rel. to

hummus, 'human'. See human and -age and cp.

the second element in bonhomie,

homalo-, before a vowel homal-, combining form

meaning 'even'.— Gk. 6(i.aXo-,6(iaX-,fr. 6[j.aX6?,

'even, level, of like degree', fr. b\L6c„ 'one and

the same', which is cogn. with L. similis, 'like'.

See homo- and cp. anomalo-.

Homarus, n., a genus of crustaceans (zool.) —
ModL., fr. F. homard, fr. ON. humarr, which

is cogn. with Gk. xa(x[xapoi;, 'lobster'. See

Cambanis.

hombre, n., a man. — Sp., fr. L. hominem, ace.

of homo, 'man'. See homage,

home, n. — ME. home, hoom, fr. OE. ham, rel. to

OS. hem, 'home', OFris. hem, ham, 'home, vil-

lage', ON. heimr, 'residence, world', heima,

'home', Swed. hem, Dan. hjem, MDu. heem,

heim, OHG., MHG., G. heim, 'home', Goth.

haims, 'village', and cogn. with Gk. xoifjiT), 'vil-

lage', xoi.(j.av, 'to lull, put to sleep', Lith. kdimas,

OPruss. caymis, 'village', OSlav. semija, Lith.

seimyna, Lett, sdime, OPruss. seimins, 'domestic

servants', Olr. coim, coem, 'dear, beloved', OW.
cum, ModW. cu, of s.m., L. -haemum (a Teut.

loan word) in Boihaemum, 'Bohemia', lit. 'home

of the Boi' ; formed—with -m-formative element

—fr. I.-E. base *kei-, 'to lie, settle down', whence

also Goth, heiwa-frauja, 'master of a house', OE.

hJwan (pi.), 'members of a family', hiwen, 'family,

household', OHG. hiwo, 'husband', hiwa, 'wife',

hlun (pi,), 'married couple', ON. him, 'married

couple, household', OE. higid, hid, 'hide of

land', lit. 'land (sufficient) to support a family',

OE. hiw-rieden, hi-red, 'family, household',

OHG., MHG. hi-rat, G. Hei-rat, 'marriage',

orig, 'care of the house' (the second element of

these latter words means 'advice, counsel' ; see

rede, n.), and L. civis, 'citizen'. See civil and

cp. the first element in comedy. Cp. also ham,

'hamlet', hamesucken, hamlet, haunt, Henry,

hide, 'measure of land', hind, 'farm servant',

Bohemia. Cp. also erne, com.

Derivatives: home, adj., adv. and tr. and intr.

v., home-less, adj., home-less-ly, adv., home-less-

ness, n., home-ly, adj., home-li-ly, adv., home-

li-ness, n.

homeo-, homoeo-, combining form meaning 'sim-

ilar to'. — Gk. 8(1010-, fr. ofxotoi; (also ojiotoi;),

'like, resembling', rel. to ofxoz, 'one and the

same'. See homo- and cp. the second element

in Ipomoea.

homeomorphism, homoeomorphism, n., similarity

in form. — See next word and -ism.

homeomorphous, homoeomorphous, adj., of sim-

ilar form. — Compounded of homeo- and

-morphous.

homeopath, homoeopath, n., homeopathist. —
Back formation fr. homeopathy,

homeopathy, homoeopathy, n., a system of healing

based on the theory that a disease can be cured

by medicines which in a heahhy person would,

produce symptoms similar to those of the dis-

ease treated. — G. Homoopathie, coined by the

German physician Samuel Hahnemann (i755-

1843), the founder of homeopathy, fr. Gk.

b\>.oia-Ki.^zioi, 'likeness in feeling, hkeness in

suffering', fr. o|jloio!;, 'like', and -TiaS-sia, 'feel-

ing, suffering'. See homeo- and -pathy and cp.

allopathy.

Derivatives: homeopath-ic, adj., homeopath-ic-

al-ly, adv.

homer, n., a Hebrew measure of capacity. —
Heb. hSmer, 'heap; measure', fr. fidmdr, 'he

heaped, piled up', rel. to Akkad. imeru, 'a

measure'.

homer, n., a homing pigeon. — Formed with

agential suff. -er from the verb home, 'to send

homeward', fr. home, n. See home.

Homer, masc. FN. — L. Homerus, fr. Gk. "0(1.7)^

po?, 'Homer', name of the alleged author of th,

Iliad and the Odyssey, fr. o[i.7)po<;, 'hostage

(prop, 'companion'); 'blind' (prop, 'going with

a companion') (whence 6(i,7)peuci,v, 'to accom-

pany, go together with'), which is prob. formed

fr. 6(xo'j, 'together', and the stem of Sp-9-pov,

'joint', dp-ap-torxEtv, 'to join'. See homo- and

arm, 'upper limb'.

Homeric, adj., pertaining to Homer or his poems.

— L. Homericus, fr. Gk."0|jiY)pLK6(;, 'pertaining

to Homer', fr. "Ojiyjpo?. See Homer and -ic.

homesick, adj. — Back formation fr. next word.

Derivative : homesick-ly, adv.

homesickness, n. — Loan translation of G. Heim-

weh, fr. Heim, 'home', and Weh, 'woe, pain'.

homestead, n. — OE. hdmstede, 'residence', com-

pounded of ham, 'home', and stede, 'place'. See

home and stead.

homeward, adv. and adj. — ME. hamward, fr.

OE. hdmweard. See home and -ward.

homewards, adv. — OE. hdmweardes, formed fr.

hdmweard with adv. gen. sufT. Cp. OHG. heim-

wartes, G. heimwdrts, and see prec. word and

-wards.

homey, also homy, adj., homelike (collog.) —
Formed fr. home with adj. suff. -y.

homicidal, adj., pertaining to homicide. — Late
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L. homiciddlis, 'pertaining to manslaughter', fr.

L. homicJda. See next word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative : homicidal-ly, adv.

homicide, n., manslayer. — F., fr. L. homicida,

'manslayer, murderer', which is compounded of

homi- (shortened for homini-, stem of homo, gen.

-inis, 'man') and -cida, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to

kill'. See human and -cide, 'killer'.

homicide, n., manslaughter. — F., fr. L. homi-

cidium, 'manslaughter', which is compounded

of homi- (shortened fr. homini-, stem of homo,

gen. -inis, 'man') and -cidium, 'killing', fr. cae-

dere, 'to kill'. See human and -cide, 'killing'.

homiletic, adj., pertaining to sermons or homi-

letics. — Gk. 6(j,TXir)Tw6(;, 'conversable', fr.

6[aTX7)t6<;, verbal adj. of 6[jtT>.£iv, 'to be together

with, converse with', fr. b\iX)Jic„ 'crowd, assem-

bly'. See homily.

Derivatives: homiletic, n., homitetic-al, adj.,

homiletical-ly, adv., homiletics (q.v.)

homiletics, n., the art of preaching. — See prec.

word and -ics.

homiliary, n., a book of homilies. — Eccles. L.

homilidrium, 'a book of homilies', fr. homilia.

See homily and -ary.

homilist, n., one who composes or preaches ho-

milies. — See homily and -ist.

homilite, n., an iron calcium borosilicate (ptin-

eral.) — G. or Swed. homilit, formed fr. Gk.

ofilXeTv, 'to be together with, converse with'

with subst. suff. -it, which goes back to Gk.

-i-vT^c, (see homily and subst. suff. -ite); so called

in allusion to its association with erdmannite

and meliphanite.

homily, n., sermon, — OF. omelie (F. homelie),

fr. Eccles. L. homilia, fr. Gk. oiilXta, 'converse,

meeting, assembly', fr. 01x1X05, 'crowd, throng,

assembly', which is prob. a contraction of

*6(i6-|xIXo(;, lit. 'a gathering together' (see

haphlogy). For the first element see homo-. The

second element is cogn. with OL mildti,

'meets', melah, 'assembly', L. miles, gen. -itis,

'soldier', lit., 'one who marches in a troop';

see militia. Cp. homilite.

Derivatives: homil-ist, n., homil-ist-ic, adj.,

homil-ize, intr. v. (rare).

homing, adj., bound for home (esp. used in the

term homing pigeon). — Formed with adj. suff.

-ing from the verb home, 'to send homeward',

fr. home, n. See home.

hominy, n., a meal made from maize. — Prob.

aphetic for Algonquian auhuminea, 'parched

com'.

homo, n., man — L. homo. See human.

homo-, before a vowel hom-, combining form

meaning 'one and the same, jointly'. — Gk.

6(xo-, 6(j.-, fr. ofio? (for *somos), 'one and the

same, belonging to two or more jointly', rel. to

6[jioii, 'together', and cogn. with OI. samdh,

'even, the same', L. similis, 'like', Goth, sama,

'the same', samarta, 'together'. See same and

words there referred to and cp. esp. bomeo-,

homalo-, hama-, the first element in Homer and

the second element in schorlomite.

homoblastic, adj., developed from cells of the

same kind (biol.)— Compounded of homo- and

Gk. pXaCTTog, 'bud, sprout, shoot'. See -blastic

and cp. heteroblastic.

homochromous, adj., of the same color. — Com-
pounded of homo- and Gk. xpK>(xa, 'color'. See

chrome and -ous and cp. heterochromous.

homodont, adj., having all the teeth of the same

form {zool.) — Compounded of hom- and the

stem of Gk. oSciv, gen. oSovto?, 'tooth'. See

odonto- and cp. heterodont.

homoeo-, a var. spelling of homeo-.

homogamous, adj., bearing flowers that do not

differ sexually (hot.) — Gk. ojioYa^iog, 'married

together', compounded of 6^10- (see homo-) and

ydcfio?, 'marriage'. See -gamous and cp. hetero-

gamous.

homogamy, n. (hot.) — See prec. word and -gamy

and cp. heterogamy.

homogeneal, adj., homogeneous. — See homo-

geneous and adj. suff. -al and cp. heterogeneal.

homogeneity, n., the quality of being homogene-

ous.— F. homogeneite, fr. ML. homogeneitdtem,

ace, of homogeneitds, fr. homogeneus. See next

word and -ity and cp, heterogeneity.

homogeneous, adj., of the same kind, uniform. —
ML. homogeneus, fr. Gk. 6(iOY£VY](;, 'of the same

kind or race', which is compounded of 6|j,o- (see

homo-) and yk-^oq, 'race, descent, gender, kind'.

See genus and -ous and cp. heterogeneous.

Derivatives: homogeneous-ly, adv., homogene-

ous-ness, n.

homogenesis, n., reproduction in which the suc-

cessive generations are alike. — Compounded
of homo- and genesis. Cp. heterogenesis.

homogenetic, adj., pertaining to homogenesis. —
Compounded of homo- and -genetic. Cp. hetero-

genetic.

homogenous, adj., having a common descent. —
Compounded of homo- and Gk. ysvo?, 'race,

descent'. See genus and -ous.

homogeny, n., structural resemblance due to a

common ancestor. — Compounded of homo-

and -geny. Cp. heterogeny.

homograph, n., a word of identical spelling with

another, but different from it in origin and

meaning. — Compounded of homo- and Gk.

-^poLrfoq,, fr. Ypa9Eiv, 'to write'. See -graph.

Derivatives : Ao»io^ra/7/i-/c, adj., homograph-y,n.

homoiousian, adj., of like essence. — Formed

with suff. -an fr. Gk.6(ioto'JCTto<;, 'of like essence',

fr. oixoioi;, 'like' (see homeo-), and ouala, 'es-

sence', substance', which derives fr. ouca, fem.

of ojv, 'being', pres. part, of elvai, 'to be'. See

esse and cp. essence. Cp. also homoousian and

heteroousian.

Derivative : Homoiousian, n.

homologate, tr. v., to approve (law). — ML.
homologdtus, pp. of homologdre, fr. Gk. 6110-

XofEiv, 'to agree, graqt, concede', fr. 6(jt6XoYO!;,
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'agreeing, of one mind'. See homologue.

homologation, n., approval {law). — See prec.

word and -ion.

homologize, tr. v., to malce homologous; intr. v.,

to be liomologous. — See next word and -ize.

homologous, adj., corresponding. — Gk. 6ix6-

XoYo?, 'agreeing, of one mind', compounded of

6(xo- (see homo-) and Xdyoi;, 'word, speech, dis-

course; proportion'. See logos. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -o?, see -ous. Cp. heterologous,

homologue, n., a homologuous thing. — F., fr.

Gk. 6(x6XoYov, neut. of 6[j.6Xoyo?, 'agreeing, of

one mind'. See prec. word.

homology, n., i) quality of being homologous;

2) {biol.) correspondence in the structure of

animal organs. — F. homologie, fr. Gk. 6}ao-

XoyiS, 'agreement', fr. b^6'koyoc„ 'agreeing'. See

prec. word and -y (representing Gk. -te). As a

biological term, F. homologie was prob. used

first by the French naturalist fitienne-Geoffroy

St. Hilaire (1772-1844).

homomorphic, adj., of the same form. — Com-

pounded ofhomo-, Gk. [xopipr), 'form, shape' (see

morpho-), and suff. -ic. Cp. heteromorphic.

homomorphism, n., resemblance of form. — See

prec. word and -ism and cp. heteromorphism.

homomorphous, adj., homomorphic.— See homo-

morphic and -ous and cp. heteromorphous.

homomorphy, n., similarity of form. — See prec.

word and -morphy.

homonym, n., a homonymous word. — F. homo-

nyme, fr. L. homonymum, fr. Gk. 6(jlcovu[jiov, neut.

of 6[i<ovu[xoi;, 'having the same name'. See next

word.

Derivatives: homonym-ic, adj., homonymous

(q.v.)

homonymous, adj., like in sound, but different

in meaning. — F, homonyme, fr. L. homonymus,

fr. Gk. ofxcivjiio?, 'having the same name*,

which is compounded of o\j.6c„ 'the same' (see

homo-), and 6vu(jia, dialectal form of 6vo[ia,

'name'. See name and cp. onomato-.

Derivative : homonymous-ly, adv.

homoousian, homousian, adj., of the same essence

(Eccles. hist.) — Formed with suff. -ian fr. Gk.

ofjioouaio?, ofiouCTio?, 'of the same essence',

which is compounded of ofjto- (see homo-) and

ouctES, 'essence, substance'. See homoiousian and

cp. heteroousian.

Derivative: Homoousian, Homousian, n.

homophone, n., like in sound,. but differing in

origin and meaning. — F., fr. Gk. 6(i.6(p(ovov,

neut. of oiioqxovoc;, 'having the same sound',

which is compounded of oiio- (see iiomo-) and

<p&jvv), 'sound, tone, voice'. See phone, 'speech

sound'.

Derivatives: homophon-ic, homophon-ous, adjs.,

homophony (q.v.)

homophony, n., quality of being homophonic. —
F. homophonie, fr. Gk. 6(io(pojv{a, 'unison', fr.

6ti69<ovo?. See prec. word and -y (representing

Gk. -tS).
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homoplast, n., a homoplastic part.— Compound-

ed of homo- and Gk. TtXaari?, 'molded', verbal

adj. of rrXdcCToeiv, 'to mold'. See plastic

homoplastic, adj., resembling in structure, but of

different origin. — Compounded of homo- and

Gk. 7cXa<JTix6?, 'fit for molding', fr. TcXaoTo;.

See prec. word.

Homoptera, n. pi., an order of insects (entomol.)

— Compounded of homo- and Gk. Trrepa, pi. of

TtTcp6v, 'wing'. See ptero-.

Derivatives: homopter-an, n., homopter-ous, adj.

homorganic, adj., lit., pertaining to the same

organs. — Compounded of hom- and organic,

homosexual, adj., having sexual desire for those

of the same sex. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk.

6[i,6?, 'one and the same', and L. sexus, 'sex'.

See homo- and sexual and cp. heterosexual.

Derivative: homosexual-ity, n.

homuncular, adj., pertaining to a homunculus. —
Formed with sufF. -ar fr. L. homunculus. See

next word.

homunculus, n., a little man; a mannikin. — L.,

dimin. of homo, gen. hominis, 'man'. See homo

and -cuius,

homy, adj., homelike (collog.) — Formed fr.

home with adj. suff. -y.

hone, n., a whetstone. — ME. hoone, 'hone', fr.

OE. hdn, 'stone', rel. to ON. hein, 'hone', and

cogn. with 01. ii-sa-ti, 'sharpens', sdtiah, 'whet-

stone', sdtah, 'sharpened, sharp', sitdh, of s.m.,

Avestic saeni-, 'pointed ;
point, top of a tree',

ModPers. sayad, 'rubs'. Arm. sur (for *kd-ro-),

'sharp', sur (gen. sroy), 'sword, knife', srem,

'I sharpen', Gk. xwvo?, 'pine cone, fir cone',

L. cos, gen. coiis, 'whetstone', catus, 'sharp',

Mir. cath, 'wise, sage'. All these words derive

fr. I.-E. base *k6(i)-, *lce(i)-, *k'(i)-, 'sharp,

whet; to sharpen, whet', whence also possibly

01. sikha, 'top, point; tuft of hair', sikhardh,

'pointed; summit', sekharah, 'top, summit'. Cp.

cone and words there referred to. Cp. also sik-

hara. Base *kd{i)-, *ke(i)-, *kmy, prob. de-

veloped fr. base *ak-, 'sharp'. See acrid.

Derivative: hone, tr. v., to sharpen.

honest, adj. — ME., fr. OF. honeste (F. honnete),

fr. L. honestus, 'honorable, worthy', fr. honos,

honor. See honor.

Derivatives: honest-ly, adv., honest-ness, n.

honesty, n. — ME. honeste, fr. OF. honeste (F.

honnetete), fr. L. honestdtem, ace. of honestds,

'honor, honesty', fr. honestus. See prec. word

and -y (representing OF. -e, -ee).

honey, n. — ME. huni^, honi, fr. OE. hunig, rel.

to OS. huneg, honeg, ON. hunang, Dan. honning,

Swed. honung, OFris. hunig, MDu. honich, honinc,

Du. honig, honing, OHG. honang, honag, MHG.
honec, honic, G. Honig, 'honey', and prob.

cogn. with 01. kdncanam, 'gold'. Dor. Gk.

xvax6i;, Gk. xvY^xi?, 'pale yeUow', xv7i>c6?,

'safflower', OPruss. cucan (= cuncan), 'brown',

W. canecon, 'gold'. Cp. Cnicus.

Derivative; honey-ed, honi-ed, adj.

i
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honeycomb, n. — ME. hunicomb, fr. OE. hunig-

camb. See honey and comb.

Derivative : honeycomb, tr. v.

honeysuckle, n. — ME. honisocle, hunisuccle,

formed with dimin. suff. -le fr. ME. honysouke,

fr. OE. hunig-sUce, 'privet', lit. 'honey suck' (so

called because honey can be sucked from it).

See honey and suck.

hong, n., warehouse, factory. — Chin, hang,

'warehouse, factory', lit. 'a row (of houses)'.

honk, n., the cry of a wild goose; any sound re-

sembling the cry of the wild goose. — Imi-

tative.

Derivatives: honk, intr. and tr. v., hortk-er, n.

honor, honour, n. — ME. honor, honour, fr. OF.

honor, honur (F. hormeur), fr. L. hondrem, ace.

of hands, honor, 'honor, dignity, office; repu-

tation', which is of uncertain origin. Cp.

honesty, Honora.

honor, honour, tr. v. — ME. honouren, fr. OF.

honourer (F. honorer), fr. L. hondrdre, 'to ho-

nor', fr. hands, honor. See honor, n.

Derivative: hono{u)r-er, n.

Honora, Honoria, fem. PN. — L. Hondria, fem.

of Honorius, lit. 'a man of reputation', fr. hands,

honor. Cp. Nora.

honorable, honourable, adj. — OF. honorable,

honurable (F. honorable), fr. L. hondrdbilis,

'honorable', lit. 'that which procures honor', fr.

honds, honor. See honor, n., and -able.

Derivative : hono(u)rabl-y, adv.

honorarium, n., an honorary payment; gratuity.

— L. honorarium, short for hondrdrium ddnum,

'a present made on being admitted to an honor'

;

prop. neut. of the adjective hondrdrius. See

next word.

honorary, adj. — L. hondrdrius, 'pertaining to

honor, honorary', fr. honds, honor, 'honor'. See

honor, n., and adj. suff. -ary.

honorific, adj. — L. hondrificus, 'that which does

honor, honorable', compounded ofhonds, honor,

'honor', and -ficus, 'making, doing', from the

stem of L. -ficere, unstressed form offacere. See

honor and -fie.

Derivative: honorific, n.

hooch, n., an alcoholic liquor. — Shortened fr.

hoochinoo.

hoochinoo, n., an alcoholic liquor made by the

Hoochinoo Indians of Alaska.

hood, n. — ME. had, hood, fr. OE. hod, rel. to

OS., OFris. hdd, MDu. hoet, Du. hoed, 'hat',

OHG .,MHG. Auo/, 'helmet, hat', G. i/u/ (masc),

'hat', OE. hxtt, 'hat', ON. hattr, hdttr, 'hat,

hood'. These words lit. mean 'protection of

the head', and are rel. to OFris. hdde, 'guard,

protection', OHG. huata, MHG. huote, 'guard,

protection', G. Hut (fem.), of s.m. ; fr. I.-E. base

*kadh-, 'to guard, watch ; to cover', whence also

L. cassis (for *kadh-tis), 'helmet'. Cp. hat, heed,

hoodie. Cp. also Cassis.

Derivative; hood, tr. v.

-hood, suff. denoting state or condition. — ME.

hoolock

-had, -hod, fr. OE. -hdd, fr. hdd, 'person, rank,

state, condition, nature'; rel. to OS., OFris.

-hed, MDu., OHG., MHG., G. -heit, Du. -held,

suffixes denoting state or condition, and to

OHG., MHG. heit, 'person, rank, state, con-

dition', OS. hed, 'position, dignity', ON. heidr,

'honor, dignity', Goth, haidus, 'manner', and to

ON. held, 'clear sky', OE. hddor, OHG. heitar,

MHG., G. heiter, 'clear, shining, cloudless', fr.

I.-E. base *{s)qait-, 'bright', whence also L.

caelum (for *caidslom, *caislom), 'sky, heaven'.

See celestial and cp. -head and the second ele-

ment in Adelaide. Cp. also cheetah, chintz, chit,

chitty, 'a short letter'.

hoodie, hoody, n., the hooded crow. — Lit. 'pro-

vided with a hood'. See hood and adj. suff. -y.

hoodlum, n., a young rowdy (collog.) — Orig.

noodlum, coined by a newspaper reporter

through the inversion of Muldoon, name of the

leader of a gang of young ruffians in San Fran-

cisco. Owing to an error, the letter n was changed

by the compositor to h, whence arose the word

hoo'dlum. See Crowther's Encyclopedia of

Phrases and Origins, p. 56.

hoodoo, n. and tr. v. — A var. of voodoo,

hoodwink, tr. v. — Compounded of hood, and

wink.

Derivatives: hoodwink, n., haodwink-er, n.

hoof, n. — ME. hoof, fr. OE. hdf, rel. to OS.,

OFris. hdf, ON. hdfr, Dan. hov, Swed. hof, Du.

hoef, OHG., MHG. huof G. Huf, 'hoof, and

cogn. with 01. saphdft, 'hoof, Avestic safa-,

'hoof of the horse'.

Derivatives : hoof, tr. v., hoaf-ed, adj.

hook, n. — ME. hok, fr. OE. hoc, rel. to OFris.,

MLG. hdk, MDu. hoec, Du. hoek, 'angle, cor-

ner, hook', in gradational relationship to OE.

haca, 'bolt', OS. haco, 'hook', ON. haka, Dan.

hage, 'chin', Swed. hake, Du. haak, 'hook',

OHG. hdcko, hdka, hdggo, MHG. hake, hdgge,

G. Haken, 'hook', and prob. cogn. with Russ.

kdgot', 'claw'. Cp. hack, 'to chop', hake, hackle,

heckle, hatchel, hockey, hooker, 'fishing vessel',

and the first element in hackbut and in haken-

kreuz. Cp. also the first element in arquebus.

Derivatives: hook, tr. and intr. v., hook-ed, adj.,

hook-ed-ness, n., hooker (q.v.), hook-y, adj.

hookah, hooka, n., Oriental tobacco pipe with a

long flexible stem. — Arab, hiiqqa'', 'small to-

bacco box'.

booker, one who or that which hooks. —Formed

fr. hook with agential suff. -er.

hooker, n., a Dutch fishing vessel; an English or

Irish fishing boat. — Du. hoeker, fr. hoek,

'hook, fishhook'. See hook and agential suff.

-er.

hooligan, n., a young ruffian. — Prob. fr. Hooli-

han. Hooligan, name of an Irish family, whose

members were notorious hoodlums.

Derivative; hooligan-ism, n.

hoolock, n., the black gibbon {Hylobates hoo-

lock). — Pr. hulak, hulluk, native name in NE.
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India, rel. to OI. uluka)f, 'owl', from an imitative

base meaning 'to wail'. Both the gibbon and the

owl have the common feature that they are

'wailing animals'.

boon, n., a gold pagoda (coin). — Hind, hun,

prob. fr. Canarese honnu, 'gold'.

hoondy, n. — A variant of hundi.

hoop, n,, a circular band. — ME. hop, fr. OE.

hop, rel. to OFris. hop, MDu., Du. hoep, 'hoop',

ON. hop, 'a small bay', and cogn. with Lith.

kabS, 'hook'. Cp. hope, 'a small bay'.

Derivative: hoop, tr. v., to bind with a hoop.

hoop, intr. v., to shout, whoop. — ME. houpen,

fr. OF. houper, fr. interj. houp, call to dogs or

horses. Cp. whoop, which is a later spelling

of hoop.

hooped, adj., having hoops. — Formed with suff.

-ed fr. hoop, 'circular band'.

hooper, n., one who makes hoops. — Formed

with agential suff. -er fr. hoop, 'circular band'.

hooper, n., the common wide swan. — Lit. 'the

hooping bird'. See hoop, 'to shout', and agential

suff. -er.

hoopoe, n., an Old World bird with a long curved

bill and a large crest. — Fr. early E. houpe, fr.

F. huppe, fr. L. upupa, a word of imitative ori-

gin; cp. Gk. ETtoiii, 'hoopoe'. Cp. also dupe,

hoosegow, n., a jail (U.S. Slang). — Prob. fr. Sp.

juzgado, 'court of justice, tribunal', prop. pp.

ofjuzgar, 'to judge', used as a noun, fr, L. jiidi-

cdre, 'to judge'. See judge, v.

hoot, intr. and tr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

ME. hoten, houlen and Swed., Norw. hula, lit.

'to utter the sound hur. Cp. also F. huer, 'to

shout", and see hue, 'an outcry'.

Derivatives: hoot, n., hoot-er, n.

hop, intr. and tr. v., to leap. ~ ME. happen, hap-

pen, fr. OE. hoppian, 'to hop, dance', rel. to ON.,

Swed. hoppa, Dan. hoppe, MLG., Du. huppen,

MHG., G. hiipfen, 'to hop', and perh. cogn. with

Gk. x'j^ioxav.'to tumble'. OI. kubhanyiih, 'dan-

cing'. Cp. Cybister. Cp. also hope, 'expectation'.

Derivative: hop, n., the act of hopping.

hop, n., plant of the hemp family. — Late ME.
hoppe, fr. MDu. hoppe (Du. hop), rel. to Late

OHG. hopfo (MHG. hopfe, G. Hop/en), pos-

sibly also to dial. Norw. hupp, 'tassel'.

Derivative: hop, tr. v., to flavor with hops;

intr. v., to gather hops.

ope, tr. and intr. v.— ME. hopen, fr. OE. hopian,

'to hope', rel. to OFris. hopia, MLG., MDu.,

Du. hopen, MHG., G. hojfen, 'to hope'. These

words are prob. related to OE. hoppian, ON.,

Swed. hoppa, etc., 'to hop', so that the orig.

meaning of OE. hopian, OFris. hopia, etc.,

would have been 'to leap with expectation'. See

hop, 'to leap'.

hope, n., expectation. — ME. hope, fr. OE. hopa,

'hope', fr. hopian, 'to hope'. Cp. OFris., MLG.,
MDu. hope, Du. hoop, MHG. hoJlTe, 'hope',

which derive from the respective verbs. See

hope, v.
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Derivatives: hope-ful, adj. and n., hope-ful-ly,

adv., hope-ful-ness, n., hope-less, adj., hope-less-

ly, adv., hope-less-ness, n.

hope, n., a small bay. — ME. hope, fr. OE. hop

(in compounds, as fenhop, 'a piece of land in a

fen', morhop, 'piece of land in a marsh'), rel. to

ON. hop, 'a small bay'. See hoop, 'circular band'.

hope, n., troop. — Only in forlorn hope (q.v.)

hopeite, n., a mineral; prob. a hydrous zinc phos-

phate (mineral.) — Named after Professor

Thomas C. Hope (1766- 1844) of Edinburgh.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

hopl-, form of hopio- before a vowel.

hoplite, n., a heavy-armed foot-soldier (Greek

antiq.)— Gk. oTrXtTY)?, 'heavy armed', fr. ottXov,

'tool, weapon', fr. etteiv (for *c£7Tei.v), 'to be

about, busy oneself, which is cogn. with OI.

sdpati, 'applies himself to, caresses, fondles'.

The -X- in ott-X-ov has instrumental force and

lit. means 'that with which one busies himself.

Cp. hoplo-, panoply, sepulcher. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

hoplo-, before a vowel hopl-, combining form

meaning 'armed, heavy-armed' (used esp. in

zoology).—Gk. 6tcXo-, ottX-, fr. otiXov, 'weapon'.

See hoplite.

hopper, n., one who, or that which, hops. —
ME. hoppere. See hop, v., and agential suff. -er.

hopper, n., a hop picker. — Formed fr. hop, 'a

plant', with agential suff. -er.

hopple, tr. v., to hobble; to fetter. — Formed fr.

hop, 'to leap', with freq. suff. -le. Cp. hobble.

Derivative: hopple, n.

hopscotch, n., a children's game.— Compound-

ed of hop, 'to leap', and scotch, 'an incision,

line' (see scotch, 'to cut').

Horace, masc. PN. — F., fr. L. Hordtius, name

of a Roman gens. Cp. Horatio.

Horae, n. pi., the goddesses of the seasons in

Greek mythology. — L., fr. Gk. 'flpai, fr. wpai,

pi. of copa, 'season; hour'. See hour,

horal, adj., pertaining to an hour or hours. —
L. hordlis, fr. hora, 'hour'. See hour and adj.

sufT. -al.

horary, adj., pertaining to an hour or hours. —
ML. hordrius, fr. L. hora, 'hour'. See hour and

adj. suff. -ary.

Horatian, adj., pertaining to the Roman poet

Quintus Horatius Flaccus (65-8 B.C.E.) — L.

Hordlidnus, 'of, or pertaining to, Horatius', fr.

Hordtius, 'Horace'. See Horace.

Horatio, masc. PN. — L. Hordtius (see Horace);

influenced in form by It. Orazio, which is of

the same origin.

horde, n., 1) a wandering tribe; 2) a multitude.—
F., fr. Turk, ordu, 'camp, army', fr. Tatar urdu,

'camp' (lit. 'something pitched up'), fr. urmak,

'to strike'. Cp. Urdu.

Derivative: horde, intr. v.

hordeaceous, adj., pertaining to barley. — L.

hordedceus, 'pertaining to barley', fr. hordeum,

'barley'. See Hordeum and -aceous.
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Hordeum, n., a genus of grasses, the barley (bot.)

— L. hordeum, 'barley', which prob. stands for

*horzdeyom (I.-E. *ghrzdeyom) and is cogn.

with OS., OHG. gersta, MDu. gherste, Du.

gerst, MHG., G. gerste (for pre-Teut. *gherz-

dd-), 'barley', Gk. xpt (for *>cp!:a), 'barley',

KpT^r), pi. 'barley', sing, 'barleycorn' (prob. for

ghfzdd). Alb. dri&, dri&e (for ghrzd-), 'corn;

barley'. All these words prob. mean lit. 'the

bearded plant' and derive fr. I.-E. base *ghers-,

'to bristle', whence also L. horrere, 'to stand

on end, bristle', horror, 'bristling, roughness'.

See horror and cp. crith, orgeat. Cp. also gorse.

horehound, also hoarhound, n., name of a plant.

— ME. horehoune, fr. OE. hdrhune, which is

compounded of hdr, 'gray' (see hoar), and hiine,

'horehound', a word of uncertain origin. The

din horehound is excrescent. Cp. bound, 'ready',

and words there referred to.

horizon, n. — OF. orizon (F. horizon), fr. L. hori-

zon, fr. Gk. 6pit;<dv (xiixXo?), lit. 'bounding

(circle)', pres. part, of op'iKav, 'to bound,

limit', fr. 8po?, 'boundary, limit, border', which

prob. stands for *fopfo; and lit. means 'furrow',

and is rel. to Att. opsui;, Homeric oupeu?,

'mule', lit. 'furrow drawer', and cogn. with L.

urvus, 'furrow, marking a boundary line', Oscan

uruvti, 'boundary', fr. I.-E. base *weru-, 'to

draw', whence also Gk. 4puEtv (for *fEpu£iv),

'to draw, drag'. Cp. aorist, aphorism, diorite,

Penthonim.

Derivative : horizon, tr. v.

horizontal, adj. — F. horizontal, fr. L. horizon,

gen. horlzontis, 'horizon'. See horizon and adj.

suff. -aL

Derivatives: horizontal, n., horizontal-ity, n.,

horizontal-ly, adv.

hormone, n., endocrine gland secretion which

stimulates functional activity (physiol.) — Gk.

6p[ioJv, 'that which urges or arouses', pres. part,

of opjxav, 'to set in motion, urge, stimulate', fr.

6p(X7), 'onset, impulse', fr. I.-E. base *ser-, 'to

run, flow', whence also Gk. 6p6<; (for *aop6c;),

L. serum, 'watery fluid, whey'. See serum and

cp. words there referred to. The word hormone

was used by Hippocrates to denote a vital

principle. In its modem sense it was first applied

by the English physiologist Ernest Henry Star-

ling (1866-1927) in 1903.

horn, n.— ME., fr. OE. horn, rel. to ON., OFris.,

OHG., MHG., G. horn, Du. horen, hoorn, Goth.

haurn, 'horn' and cogn. with Gk. xspai;, Gala-

tian Gk. xapvov, L. corni, OI. sfhgam, 'horn', fr.

I.-E. base leer-, 'the uppermost part of the body,

head, horn, top, summit', whence also L. cere-

brum (prob. for *^er<5-/-om),'brain'. See cerebrum

and cp. hornet. Cp. also hart, hurt and the sec-

ond element in krummhom, waldhom. Cp. also

cerato-, cervine, crio-, com, 'hardened skin', the

first element in ginger and the second element

in Capricorn, anicom.

Derivatives: horn, tr. v., horn-ed, adj., horn-er.

horrlbillty

n., horn-ful, horn-less, horn-y, adjs., horn-i-

ness, n.

hornblende, n. (mineral.) — G. Hornblende. See

horn and blende.

hornet, n. — ME. harnette, hernet, fr. OE. hyrnet,

rel. to OS. hornut, OHG. horna^, hornuj, MHG.
hornus, hornis, G. Hornisse, MDu. huersel,

hursel, horsel, Du. horzel, 'hornet', and cogn.

with L. crdbrd (for *crdsrd), OSlav. srHseni,

'hornet', Lith. sirsuo, sirse, 'wasp', sirsuonas,

'hornet', Lett, sirsis, 'wasp', OPruss. sirsilis,

'hornet', fr. I.-E. base *ker-, 'the uppermost

part of the body, horn'; see horn. E. hornet

was influenced in form by horn.

homing, n., the act of outlawing a person by

three blasts of horn (Scot. law). — Formed fr.

hom with subst. suff. -ing.

homito, n., an oven-shaped mound in volcanic

regions emitting smoke and vapors (geol) —
Sp., dimin. of horno, 'oven', fr. L. furnus. See

furnace,

horography, n., the art of constructing instru-

ments for marking the hours.— F. horographie,

compounded of Gk. copa, 'hour', and -yp«<P'«.

fr. Ypaf £'>'. 'to write'. See hour and -graphy.

horologe, n., a sundial; a clock, watch. — ME.,

fr. OF. (= F.) horloge, fr. L. hdrohgium, fr.

Gk. upoXoytov, lit. 'that which tells the hour', fr.

wpS, 'hour', and -Xoyo?, 'telling, saying'. See

hour and -logue.

Derivatives: horolog-er, n., horolog-ic, horolog-

ic-al, adjs., horolog-ist, n., horolog-y, n.

horopter, n., the aggregate of points that are seen

single when both eyes are directed on the same

point (optics). — Compounded of Gk. opo?,

'boundary, limit', and oTrrrip, 'one who looks'.

For the first element see horizon. The second

element is rel. to 671x6?, 'seen; visible', whence

6^x1x6?, 'pertaining to the eyes or sight'. See

optic, adj.

horoscope, n., a chart of the zodiacal signs used

by astrologers. — F., fr. L. horoscopus, fr. Gk.

o>po<ix67ro!;, 'nativity', lit. 'watcher of the hour';

compounded of a>p5, 'hour', and 0x07:6;,

'watcher'. See hour and scope.

Derivatives: horoscope, intr. and tr. v., horo-

scop-er, n., horoscop-ic, adj., horoscop-ist, n.,

horoscop-y, n.

horrendous, adj., dreadful. — L. horrendus, 'to

be regarded with horror', gerundive of horrere,

'to shudder, tremble'. See horror. For the ger-

undive suff. cp. agenda and words there refer-

red to. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

horrent, adj., bristling. — L. barrens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of horrere, 'to stand on end, bristle,

shake, shudder, tremble'. See horror and -ent.

horrescent, adj., expressing horror; shuddering.

— L. horrescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of hor-

rescere, 'to shudder', inchoative of horrere. See

horror and -escent.

borribility, n. — ME. orriblete, horriblete, fr. OF.
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horriblete, ft. horrible. See next word and -ity.

horrible, adj. — ME., fr. OF. orrible, horrible

(F. horrible), fr. L. horribilis, fr. horrere, 'to

shudder, tremble'. See horror and -ible.

Derivatives: horrible-ness, n., horribl-y, adv.

horrid, adj., repulsive, abominable. — L. horri-

dus, 'bristly, prickly, rough, horrid, frightful',

fr. horrere. See horror and cp. ordure.

Derivatives: horrid-ly, adv., horrid-ness, n.

horrific, adj., horrifying. — Formed fr. L. horri-

ficus, 'terrible, dreadful' (either directly or

through the medium of F. horrifique), lit.

'making the hair to stand on end', fr. horrere,

'to stand on end', and -ficus, from the stem of

-ficere, unstressed form oifacere, 'to make, do'.

See horror and -flc.

horrification, n. — See next word and -ation.

horrify, tr. v. — Formed fr. L. horrificare, lit. 'to

make the hair to stand on end' (on analogy of

E. verbs derived fr. L. verbs in -ficare through

the medium of F. verbs in -fier). See horrific

and -fy.

horripilate, tr. v., to cause (the hair) to bristle;

intr. v., to bristle. — L. horripildt (-um) pp. stem

of horripildre, 'to bristle with hair, be shaggy',

compounded of horrere, 'to stand on end,

bristle', and pilus, 'hair'. See pile, 'hair', and

verbal suff. -ate.

horripilation, n., bristling of the hair. — L. horri-

pildtio, gen. -onis, fr. horripildt(-um), pp. stem

of horripildre. See prec. word and -ion.

horror, n. — ME. horrour, fr. OF. orror, horror,

horrour (F. horreur), fr. L. horrorem, ace. of

horror, 'bristling, roughness, rudeness, shaking,

trembling', fr. horrere, 'to stand on end, bristle,

shake, shudder, shiver, tremble', fr. I.-E. base

*ghers-, 'to bristle', whence also L. hirsutus,

'shaggy, prickly, bristly', OI. hdrfate, hfsyati,

'bristles', Avestic zarshayamna-, 'ruffling one's

feathers'. Base *ghers- is an enlarged form of

base *gher-, which appears in Gk. xhf' Sen.

X^lpAi;, L. er (for *hers), gen. eris, 'hedgehog',

lit. 'the prickly creature'. See urchin and cp.

Chersonese, -choenis, hideous, hircine, hirsute,

hispid, Hordeum and the second element in

Hypochaeris. Cp. also hearse.

horror-stricken, horror-struck, adj.— Compound-
ed of horror and the pp. of strike.

hors de combat, out of the combat; disabled. —
F., lit. 'out of fight'. F. hors, 'outside', is a var.

oifors, which derives fr. L. foris, 'outside' (see

door); F. de, 'of, from', comes fr. L. de, 'from,

away from' (see de-); for F. combat, 'combat,

fight', see combat.

hors d'oeuvre, an appetizer. — F. hors d'oeuvre,

'annexe, outwork, side-dish', lit. 'outside of the

work'. For hors see prec. word. F. d' in d'auvre

is the apostrophized form of de, 'of, from' (fr.

L. de, 'from, away from'); see de-. For the ety-

mology of F. auvre see oeurre.

horse, n. — ME. hors, fr. OE. hors, rel. to OS.
hros, ON. hross, OFris. hors, hors, MLG. ros.

ors. MDu. ors, Du. ros, OHG. hros, ros, MHG.
ros, ors, G. Kofi, wich possibly meant orig. 'the

jumping animal', fr. Teut. *hrossa-, corre-

sponding to pre-Teut. *qru-td-s, participle of a

lost verb meaning 'to jump', from a dental en-

largement of I.-E. base *(s)qer-, 'to leap, jump,

bound', whence also OI. kardati, 'leaps, hops'.

See Scams and cp. cardinal, adj., and words

there referred to. Cp. also the second element

in walrus. F. rosse, OProven?. rosa. It. rozza,

'mare', are Teut. loan words. Derivatives:

horse, v. (q.v.), horse, adj., horsy (q.v.)

horse, tr. and intr. v. — ME. horsen, 'to provide

with a horse or with horses', fr. OE. horsian,

fr. hors. See horse, n.

horsfordite, n., a copper antimonide {mineral.)—
Named after the American chemist Eben Nor- .

ton Horsford (1818-93). For the ending see

subst. suff'. -ite.

horsy, adj., fond of horses. — Formed fr. horse

with adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: hors-i-ly, adv., hors-i-ness, n.

hortation, n., exhortation. — L. hortdtio, gen.

-onis, 'encouragement, exhortation', fr. hor-

tdtus, pp. of hortdri, 'to urge, incite, instigate,

encourage, exhort', freq. of horior, gen. horiri,

'to urge, incite, encourage, exhort', fr. I.-E. base

*gher-, 'to desire', whence also OE. geornan,

giernan, 'to desire'. See yearn and -ation.

hortative, adj., pertaining to exhortation; ex-

hortative. — L. hortdtivus, fr. hortdtus, pp. of

hortdri. See prec. word and -ive.

hortatory, adj., hortative. — L. hortdtorius, 'en-

couraging', fr. hortdtus, pp. of hortdri. See hor-

tation and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivative: hortatori-ly, adv.

Hortense, fem. PN. — F. See Hortensia.

hortensia, n., the plant Hydrangea L. — ModL.,

named by the French botanist Commerson after

Hortense, wife of the chronometer maker Le-

paute. Commerson, Lepaute and Hortense took

part in Bougainville's round-the-world voyage,

which lasted from 1766 to 1769, and it was in

the course of this voyage that Commerson found

this plant in China and gave it the above name.

For the etymology of the name Hortense see

next word.

Hortensia, fem. PN. — L. Hortensia, fem. of

Hortensius, the name of a Roman gens, rel. to

hortus, 'garden'. See next word.

horticultnre, n., the cultivation of gardens. — L.

horti cultUra, 'cultivation of a garden'. Hortus

(gen. horti), 'garden', Ut. means 'an enclosed

place'. It derives fr. I.-E. *ghor-to-, whence also

Gk. x'^p'TOs, 'enclosed place'. I.-E. *ghor-to- is

a dental enlargement of base *gherdh-, 'to en-

close'. See yard, 'enclosure', and cp. cohort,

court, cortege, curtain, Hortensia, ortolan. Cp.

also garden and the first element in orchard.

For the second element see culture.

Derivatives: horticultw-al, adj., horticullur-al-

fy, adv., horticuUur-ist, n.
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hortus siccus, a collection of dried plants; a her-

barium.— L. 'dry garden', fr. hortus, 'garden',

and siccus, 'dry'. See prec. word and siccative.

Horns, n., name of the Egyptian hawk-headed

god.— L. Horus, fr. Egyptian Hor, lit. 'the high-

flying one'.

Hosackia, n., a genus of plants of the family

Fabaceae {bat.) — ModL., named after

David Hosack (1769-1835), professor of botany

in Columbia College in New York City. For

the ending see suff. -ia.

hosanna, interj., an exclamation of praise to

God. — Gk, "fioavvdt, fr. Heb. hoshd' nd, 'save,

we pray'. Hoshd' is the Hiph'il imper. of stem

y-sh-' (this form of the imper. occurs Jer. 31 : 16

and Psalms 86:2); whence also the nouns

yhha', y^shU'd'^, t^shU'd'', 'salvation, deliver-

ance, welfare'. This stem is rel. to Arab, wdsi'a,

'was capacious'. Heb. na is a particle of imi-

tative origin, used esp. after the imper. to em-

phasize a request. Cp. hdshf'd'^ nnd Psalms

118:25, which is the lengthened form of hoshd'

nd. In the Talmud, hdsha'nd (written as one

word) occurs as a noun denoting the willow

twigs used on the Feast of Tabernacles, whence

yom hdsha'nd = 'the day of hdsha'nd', i.e. the

seventh day of the Feast of Tabernacles. Cp.

also the first element in Isaiah, Hosea, and the

second element in Elisha.

Derivatives: hosanna, n. and tr. v.

hose, n., article of clothing for the legs; stock-

ing. — OE. hosa, rel. to OS., ON., OHG. hosa,

MHG. hose, 'covering for the leg', Dan. hose,

'stocking, hose', G. Hose, 'trousers', Du. hoos,

'waterspout'. These words lit. mean 'cover,

covering', and derive fr. I.-E. *qeus-, -^-enlarge-

ment of base *qeu-, 'to cover, hide'. See hide,

v., and cp. house. OF. hose (whence F. houseau)

and It. uosa, 'gaiter', are Teut. loan words.

Derivatives, hose, tr. v., hosier (q.v.)

Hosea, l) masc. PN; 2) in the Bible, the first in

the order of the Twelve Prophets; the Book of

Hosea. — Heb. HdshJ^', lit. 'salvation', fr.

stem y-sh-', 'to save'. See hosanna.

hosier, n. — Formed fr. hose with suff. -ier.

Derivative: hosier-y, n.

hospice, n. — F., fr. L. hospitium, 'inn, hospi-

tality', fr. hospes, gen. hospitis, 'host; guest'. See

host, 'landlord'.

hospitable, adj. — Obsol. F. hospitable, fr. L.

hospitdre, 'to receive as a guest', fr. hospes, gen.

hospitis, 'host; guest'. See host, 'landlord', and

-able.

Derivatives : hospitable-ness, n., hospitabl-y, adv.

hospital, n. — ME., fr. OF. hospital (F. hdpital),

fr. Late L. hospitdle, 'apartment for guests',

prop. neut. of the Latin adjective hospitdlis,

'pertaining to a host or guest', fr. hospes, gen.

hospitis, 'host; guest'. See host, 'landlord' and

cp. hostel and hotel, which are doublets of

hospital.

ho^taler, bospilaller, n., member of a religious

order formed for the care of the sick. — ME.
hospitaler, fr. OF. hospitaller, fr. ML. hospi-

tdlidrius, 'one who cares for guests', fr. L. hos-

pitdlis. See hospital and -er (representing L.

-drius), and cp. hostler, which is a doublet of

hospitaler.

hospitality, n. — F. hospitalite, fr. L. hospitdli-

tdtem, ace. of hospitdlitds, 'hospitality', fr. hos-

pitdlis. See hospital and -ity.

hospodar, n., prince {hist.) — Rum., fr. OSlav.

gospodi, 'lord, master'. See host, 'landlord'.

host, n., army. — ME. host, ost, fr. OF. host, ost,

'army', fr. L. hostis, 'stranger; enemy', in ML.
'army'; which is cogn. with Goth, gasts, OE.

gxst, giest, 'guest', orig. 'stranger'. See guest

and cp. host, 'landlord', host, 'consecrated

bread', hostile.

host, n., landlord. — ME. hoste, hoit, fr. OF.
hoste (F. hote), 'host; guest', fr. L. hospitem

(whence also It. ospite. Rum. oaspete, OProveng.,

Catal. oste, Sp. huesped. Port, hospede), ace.

of hospes, 'host; guest', which stands for *hosti-

pot{i)s and orig. meant 'lord of strangers'. Cp.

OSlav. gospodi, 'lord, master', which also means

lit. 'lord of strangers' and is the exact equivalent

of L. hospes. The first element in L. hospes and

in OSlav. gospodi is cogn. with Goth, gasts,

OE. giest, giest, 'guest'. See guest and cp. hos-

podar, hospital, host, 'army', hostage, hostel. The
second element is cogn. with L. potis, 'able',

potens, 'powerful'. See potent and cp. despot.

host, n., consecrated bread. — ME. oist, ost,

host, fr. F. oiste, hoiste (F. hostie), fr. L. hostia,

'sacrificial victim', which is prob. related to L.

hostis, 'stranger; enemy'. See host, 'army'.

Hosta, n., a genus of plants of the lily family

(bot.) — ModL., named after the Austrian

physician and botanist Nicolaus Thomas Host

(1761-1834).

hostage, n. — ME. ostage, hostage, fr. OF. os-

tage, hostage (F. otage), which is prob. a blend

of OF. ostage, hostage, 'lodging', fr. VL. *hos-

pitdticum (fr. L. hospes, gen. hospitis, 'host,

guest', see host, 'landlord') and OF. ostage,

'hostage', fr. VL. *obsiddticum, fr. Late L. ob-

siddtus, 'hostageship', which is formed with suff.

-dtus, fr. L. obses, gen. obsidis, 'hostage', fr. ob,

'at', and the stem of sedere, 'to sit'. See ob-,

sedentary and -age.

hostel, n., an inn. — ME. hostel, ostel, fr. OF.

hostel, ostel (F. hotel), fr. Late L. hospitdle. See

hospital and cp. hoteL

hosteler, n. — ME. See hostler.

hostelry, n., an inn. — ME. hostelrie, fr. OF.

hostelerie (F. hdtellerie), fr. hostel. See hostel

and -ry.

hostess, n. — OF. hostesse (F. hotesse), fr. hoste.

See host, 'landlord', and -ess.

hostile, adj.— F., fr. L. hostilis, fr. hostis, 'enemy'.

See host, 'army', and -ile.

Derivatives: hostile-Iy, adv., hostile-ness, n.

y, n.— F. hostiliti, it. L. hostilUdtem, ace.
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of hostUitds, 'enmity, hostility', fr. hostilis. See

prec. word and -ity.

hostler, n., one who takes care of horses at an

inn. — ME. hosteler, 'innkeeper', fr. OF. hos-

teller (F. hotelier), fr. hostel. See hostel and

agential suff. -er and cp. hosteler, ostler, which

are doublets of hostler.

hot, adj. — ME. hat, hoot, hot, fr. OE. hat, rel.

to OS., OFris. het, ON. heitr, Dan. hed, Swed.

het, MDu., Du. heet, OHG., MHG. hei^, G.

heifi, 'hot', Goth, heito, 'heat of the fever', fr.

I.-E. base *qai-, 'heat', whence also Lith. kaistu,

kaisti, 'to grow hot', kaitri, 'heat, glow', kai-

trUs, 'hot'. Cp. heat. Cp. also hoarse.

Derivatives: hot, adv. (q.v.), hot-ly, adv., hot-

ness, n.

hot, adv. — ME. hoote, fr. OE. hate, 'hotly', fr.

hat, 'hot'. See hot, adj.

Hotchkiss gun. — Named after its inventor B.B.

Hotchkiss (1826-85).

botchpot, n., a blending of properties for equal

division (lav). — ME., fr. F. hochepot, fr. F.

hocher, 'to shake', and pot, 'pot'. See pot. The

first element is of Teut. origin; cp. MHG. hot-

zen, Du. hotsen, 'to shake', LG. hotten, 'to

balance, rock'. For the second element see

pot.

hotchpotch, n., a stew of many ingredients. —
Formed fr. preceding word, with assimilation

of the second element of the word to the first.

Cp. hodgepodge.

hotel, n. — F. hotel, fr. OF. hostel, ostel, fr. Late

L. hospitdte. See hostel.

Hottentot, n. and adj. — S. Afr. Du. hot en tot,

ht. 'hot and tot'; so called from the clicks and

jerks in the native speech of the Cape of Good

Hope.

Hottonia, n., a genus of plants, the featherfoil

(dot.) — ModL., named after the Dutch bo-

tanist Peter Hotton (1649- 1709). For the ending

see suff. -ia.

Houdan, n., a French breed of domestic poultry.

— Named after Houdan, a town in the depart-

ment Seine-et-Oise in France.

hough, n., the hock (chiefly Scot.) — The orig.

spelling of hock, 'joint in the hind leg of the

horse'.

hou^te, n., a variety of hydrotalcite (mineral.)

— Named after Franklin B. Hough (1822-85)

of Somerville, New York. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

hound, n., dog. — ME. hound, hund, 'dog', fr.

OE. hund, rel. to OS., Dan., Swed., OFris., G.

hund, ON. hundr, Du. hand, OHG., MHG. hunt,

Goth, hunds. These words derive from a dental

enlargement of I.-E. base *kwon-, 'dog', whence

01. svdn-, Vedic suvdn-, Avestic spa (gen. suno),

Medean spdka (whence Russ. sobdka), Toch. A
ku, 'dog'. Arm. shun (gen. shan), Gk. xiiov, L.

canis, Lith. iuo (gen. Sunds), Olr. cu (gen. con),

W. ci, Bret., Co. ki, 'dog', and perh. also Russ.

s&ka, 'bitch'. Cp. Gk. crmiSaocsc (Hesychius),

'dogs', which seems to be metathesized fr.

*CT7:a>caS£i;, fr. Medean spdka. Cp. the second

element in dachshund, keeshond.Cp. also canaille,

Canidae, canine, Canis, chenille, kennel, 'shelter

for a dog', and the first element in cynanche,

Cynanchum, quinsy, squinancy, scybalum.

Derivatives: hound, tr. v., hound-er, n., hound-

ish, hound-y, adjs.

hound, n., projection at a masthead serving to

support trestletrees, etc. (naut.) — ME. hun,

prob. fr. ON. hunn, 'knob, knob at the mast-

end; bear's cub', which is prob. cogn. with

01. sUndh, 'swollen', L. eavus, 'hollow, concave'.

See cave, n.

hounds-tongue, n., name of a plant. — OE. hundes

tunge. See hound, 'dog', and tongue,

hour, n. — ME., fr. OF. ure, ore, hore (F. heure),
.

fr. L. hdra, 'hour', fr. Gk. wpa, 'any limited

time, the time of day, hour, season spring, year',

which is cogn. with Avestic Jar\ 'year', OSlav.

Jara, 'spring', L. hornus (fr. *hd-ydrinos), 'of this

year', Goth, jer, OE. gear, 'year'. See year and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also Horae,

horal, horary, the first element in horography,

horologe, horoscope, and the second element in

encore.

Derivatives: hour-ly, adj. and adv.

houri, n., a nymph of the Moslem Paradise; (fig.)

a seductive woman. — F., fr. Pers. hurl, fr.

Arab, hiir, pi. of dhwar, fem. haurd', 'having

beautiful black eyes', fr. hdwira, 'had black

eyes', which is rel. to Heb. hdwdr, Aram.-Syr.

hdwdr, 'was white', Heb. hur, 'white stuff', hori,

'white bread'. The -1 in Pers. hurl is, a formative

element serving to denote the singular.

house, n. — ME. hus, hous, fr. OE. hus, rel. to

OS., ON., OFris.,OHG. MHG, hus, Du. huis, G.

Haus,Goth, -hds (in the componndgudhiis,'temp-

le', lit. 'the house of God'); orig. 'shelter', fr.

I.-E. *qeus; -^-enlargement of base *qeu-, 'to

cover, hide'. See hide, v. and cp. hoard, hose,

hut. Cp. also husk, the first element in husband,

busting and the second element in caboose,

bouse, tr. and intr. v. — OE. hOsian, 'to take into

a house', fr. hds, 'house'. See house, n.

housecarl, n., member of the bodyguard of a

Danish or early English king or nobleman

(hist.) — OE. huscarl, fr. ON. huskarl, which is

compounded of ON. hds, 'house', and karl,

'man'. See bouse and churl,

housel, n., the Eucharist (obsol.) — ME. husel,

fr. OE. husel, 'the Eucharist', rel. to ON. husl,

of s.m., Goth, hunsl, 'sacrifice', and prob. cogn.

with Lith. sventas, OSlav. sv^td, OPruss. swints,

'holy', Lett, svinet, 'to hallow, celebrate',

Avestic sp'nta-, 'holy'.

housel, tr. v., to administer the Eucharist to. —
ME. huslen, fr. OE. huslian, fr. husel, 'the

Eucharist'. Cp. ON. hdsla, 'to administer the

Eucharist', Goth, hunsljan, 'to sacrifice', which

also are denominatives, and see bousel, n.

housewife, n. — ME. houswif, fr. hous, 'house',
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and wif, 'woman, wife'. See house and wife and

cp. hussy.

Derivatives: housewife-ly, adj., housewife-ry, n.

housing, n., the act of taking into a house. —
Formed fr. house, v., with -ing, suff. forming

verbal nouns.

housing, n., an ornamental covering for a horse.

— Formed with subst. suff. -ing fr. obsol. house,

'housing', fr. OF. houce (F. housse), 'horse-

cloth, housing', fr. Frankish *hulftia (whence

also ML. hultia), which is related to OHG.
huluft, 'case, sheath'. See holster.

Houstonia, n., a genus of plants of the madder

family (60/.)— ModL., named after the English

botanist William Houston (1695-1733). For the

ending see suff. -ia.

Houyhnhnm, n., one of a race of noble horses (in

(Swift's Gulliver's Travels). — Coined by Swift

to suggest the whinnying sound made by

horses.

hovel, n., a small hut. — ME. hovel, hovyl, of

uncertain origin.

Derivative : hovel, tr. v.

hoveler, hoveller, n., coast boatman. — Of un-

certain origin.

hover, intr. v. — ME. hoveren, formed with freq.

suff. -er fr. hoven, 'to hover,' which is of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives: hover, n., hover-er, n., hover-ing,

n. and adj., hover-ing-ly, adv.

how, adv. — ME. hou, hu, fr. OE. hu, 'how', rel.

to OS. hwo, hu, OFris., MDu. hu, Du. hoe,

'how', OHG. hwio, wio, MHG., G. wie, Goth.

haiwa, 'how', and cogn. with Lith. kai, 'how',

fr. I.-E. pronominal base *q"'o-, *q'^'e-. See who
and cp. words there referred to.

how, n., a mound; hillock. — ME., fr. ON.
haugr, 'mound', which is rel. to OE. heah,

'high'. See high.

howardite, n., a meteorite (petrogr.) — Named
after the English meteorologist Luke Howard
(1772-1864). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

howbeit, conj. — Compounded of how, be and it.

howdah, n., a seat for riding on an elephant. —
Hind, haudah, fr. Arab, haudaj, 'litter for riding

on a camel'.

howitzer, n., a kind of short cannon. — Du. hou-

witser, fr. G. Haubitze, fr. MHG. haufeniz, hauf-

niz, borrowed fr. Czech houfnice, 'catapult', fr.

Czech houf 'heap, crowd', which is a loan

word fr. MHG. hdfe, 'heap'. See heap.

howl, intr. and tr. v. — ME. houlen, fr. MDu.
hdlen, huylen (Du. huilen), which is rel. to Dan.

hyle, Norw. hyla, MHG. hiuweln, hiulen, G.

heulen, 'to howl', and to OHG. hiwilon, 'to re-

joice' (prop, 'to shout with joy'), hdwila, 'owl'

(lit. 'the screeching bird'); of imitative origin.

Derivatives: howl, n., howl-er, n., howl-ing, adj.

and n., howl-ing-ly, adv.

howlet, n., owl; owlet. — A blend of F. hulotte,

'owlet', and E. owlet. F. hulotte itself is a blend

of Teut. *«/- 'owl' (cp. OE. uU, 'owl', and see

owl), and OF. huer, 'to hoot' (said of an owl),

which is of imitative origin.

howlite, n., a calcium borosilicate (mineral.) —
Named after the Canadian mineralogist Henry
How(d\td in 1 879). Forthe ending see combining
form -lite,

hoy, interj., an exclamation to call attention. —
Imitative; cp. Du. and Dan. hui and E. ahoy.

Derivative: hoy, tr. and intr. v.

hoy, n., a small vessel or barge (naut.) — ME.,
fr. MDu. hoey (obsol. Du. heu), 'hoy'. Cp.

Flem. hui, 'hoy'.

Hoya, n., a genus of plants of the milkweed

family; the honey plant (hot.)— ModL., named
after the English horticulturist Thomas Hoy
(died in 1821).

hoyden, hoiden, n., a romping girl. — Prob. fr.

Du. heiden, 'a heathen; a rustic'. See heathen.

Derivative: hoyden-ish, hoiden-ish, adj.

hsien, n., subdivision of a department in China.

— Chin.

hub, n., the central part of a wheel. — Prob. a

var. of hob, 'projection'.

hubba, n., a grain (used as a weight). — Arab.

hdbba'', 'a grain', noun of unity fr. habb, 'grain'.

Cp. the first element in Abelmoschus.

hubble-bubble, n., a hookah in its primitive form.

— Imitative; formed through reduplication on

bubble.

hubbub, n., uproar; turmoil. — Of Irish, imita-

tive, origin. Cp. Olr. abu, a war cry, Gael, ubub,

an exclamation of contempt.

Hubert, masc. PN.— P., fr. OHG. Hugubert, lit.

'bright-minded', fr. hugu, 'mind', and beraht,

'bright'. See hug and bright and cp. Hugh.

hilbnerite, n., a manganese tungstate (mineral.) —
Named in 1865 after the German mineralogist

Adolph Hubner, who analyzed it. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

hubris, n., insolence, arrogance. — Irregular

(for hybris), fr. Gk. u^pi;;, 'wanton violence,

riotousness, insolence; outrage', which is prob.

a compound whose first element is identical

with \j-, the equivalent of OI. ut, 'up, out',

Goth., OE. at, 'out'; see out. The second ele-

ment of this compound is of uncertain origin.

hubristic, adj., insolent, arrogant. — Irregular

form (for hybristic), fr. Gk. u|3piCT-tx6?, 'insolent,

wantonly', fr. upptc. See prec. word and -istic.

Derivative: hubristic-al-ly, adv.

huckaback, n., a cotton fabric used esp. for

towels. — Of uncertain origin.

hubshi, hubshee, n., a Negro (India). — Pers.

Habshi. fr. Arab. Habashi, 'an Abyssinian',

formed with gentilic suff. -1 fr. Hdbasha'',

'Abyssinia', fr. Hdbash, 'Abyssinians'. Cp.

Abyssinia.

huckleberry, n. — Prob. altered fr. hurtleberry,

a dial, form of whortleberry (q.v.)

huckster, n. — ME. hokester, hukster, fr. MDu.
hokester, hoekster, fem. of hoeker (whence Du.
heuker), fr. hoken, hoeken, 'to bear on the back,
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squat', which is rel. to ON. hiika, 'to crouch,

squat', ON. hoka, hokra, MHG. huchen, G.

hocken, of s.m. These words derive fr. I.-E.

*qou-g-, *qi-g-, enlargement of base *qeu-, 'to

bend'. For the ending see suff. -ster. Cp. hawker,

hunker. Cp. also I.-E. *qeu-q-, whence Goth.

hauhs, OE. heah, 'high* (see high).

Derivatives: huckster, intr. v., huckster-ess,

huckstr-ess, n., huckster-y, n.

hud, n., the husk of nuts, etc. — ME. hudde,

of uncertain origin.

huddle, tr. and intr. v.— Prob. rel. to ME. huden,

hiden, 'to hide'. See hide, 'to conceal', and freq.

suff. -le.

Derivatives: huddle, n., huddl-er, n., huddl-ing,

adv.

Hudibrastic, adj., resembling the style of Samuel

Butler's "Hudibras"; mock-heroic. — Formed

fr. Hudibras on analogy oifantastic, etc.

Hudsonia, n., a genus of plants of the rockrose

family {hot.)— ModL., named after the English

botanist William Hudson (I730-93). For the

ending see suff. -ia.

hue, n., color. — ME. hew, hewe, fr. OE. hJw,

hiew, 'form, shape, appearance; color', rel. to

ON. hy, 'bird's down', Swed. hy, 'skin, com-

plexion', Goth, kiwi, 'form, appearance', OE.

hiewen, 'bluish gray, blue', prob. also to OE.

har, 'gray' (see hoar), and prob. cogn. with

OSlav. sivu, 'gray'. Lith. syvas, 'white', OPruss.

sywan, 'gray', OI. syavas, 'blackish brown'.

Derivatives: hue, tr. and intr. v., to color, hu-ed,

hue-less, adjs., hue-less-ness, n.

hue, n., an outcry. — ME., fr. OF. hu, fr. huer,

'to cry out, shout', which is of imitative origin.

Cp. hoot. Cp. also howlet.

Derivatives: hue, intr. v., to cry out, hu-er, n.

huff, tr. v., I) to hector, bully ; 2) to anger ; intr. v.,

i) to bluster; 2) to become angry. — The orig.

meaning was 'to puff, blow' ; of imitative origin.

Derivatives: hujf, n., huff-ish, adj., huff-ish-ly,

adv., huff-ish-ness, n., huff-y, adj., huff-i-ly, adv.,

huff-i-ness, n.

hug, tr. v., to embrace closely. — Of uncertain

origin; perh. fr. ON. hugga, 'to soothe, com-

fort', which is rel. to ON. hyggja and huga, OE.

hycgan, OS. huggian, OFris. hugia, OHG. hug-

gen, hukken, Goth, hugjan, 'to think', and to

OE. hyge, ON. hugr, OS. hugi, OFris. hei, OHG.
hugu, Goth, hugs, 'mind, soul; thought'. Cp.

Hugh and the first element in Hubert.

Derivatives: hug, n., hugg-ing-ly, adv.

huge, adj. — ME. huge, hoge, shortened fr. OF.

ahoge, 'high', fr. a hoge, 'on high', fr. a, 'to, at,

on' (see a) and hoge, 'hill, high place', which

is of Teut. origin; cp. ON. haugr, 'mound',

OSwed. hugli, 'hill', and see high. Cp. also how,

'a mound'.

Derivatives: huge-ous, adj., huge-ous-ly, adv.,

huge-ous-ness, n., hug-y, adj.

huggermugger, adv., secretly.— Fr. earlier hucker

mucker; of unknown origin.

Derivatives: huggermugger, n., adj. and v.

Hugh, masc. PN. —- ONF. Hugues (ace. Hugon),

rel. to OF. Hue (ace. Huon), of Teut. origin;

cp. OHG. Hugi, which is rel. to OHG. hugu,

'mind, soul, thought'. See hug and cp. next

word.

Hugo, masc. PN.— ONF. Hugon, ace. oiHugues.

See prec. word.

Huguenot, n., French protestant of the i6th and

17th centuries. — F., fr. earlier eiguenot, fr.

MHG. eitgenose (G. Eidgenosse), 'confederate',

which is compounded oieit (G. Eid), 'oath', and

genose (G. Genosse), 'comrade'. For the first

element see oath. The second element derives

fr. OHG. gind30, 'comrade', which is rel. to

OS. ginot, OE. geneat, OFris. ndt, ON. nautr,

'companion, comrade', Goth, niutan, 'to reach,

attain', OE. neotan, 'to enjoy', neat, 'ox, cow'.

See neat, 'an animal of the ox family'. F. Hugue-

notwas influenced in form by the name ofHugues

Besan^on, a Genevan party leader.

Huldah, i) fem. PN.; 2) in the Bible, name of a

prophetess. — Heb. Huldd", lit. 'weasel', rel.

to Heb. A^ferfA, Aram.-Syr. huldd, Arab, khuld,

'mole', from a base meaning 'to dig, to hollow

out' (cp. Heb. hdlddh, hehltdh, 'he dug, under-

mined').

hulk, n., a heavy ship. — ME. hulke, 'ship', fr.

OE. hulc, 'a light ship', fr. ML. holcas [whence

also OF. hulque, MLG. hoik, MDu. hulc (Du.

hulk), OHG. holcho (MHG. holche, hulk), G.

Hoik, Hulk)], fr. Gk. oXxa?, gen. oXxaSo?, 'a

ship of burden', lit. 'a ship that is towed'. See

Holcus and cp. holcad.

hulking, adj., unwieldy. — Formed with adj. suff.

-ing fr. dial. E. hulk, 'to be wieldy', fr. hulk,

'a heavy ship', taken in the sense of 'an un-

wieldy person'.

hull, n., husk, pod, shell. — ME. hul, hule, hole,

fr. OE. hulu, fr. Teut. base *hul-, 'to cover',

weak grade of base *hel-, of s.m., whence OE.

helan, 'to conceal'. Cp. Du. huls, OHG. hulsa,

MHG., G. hiilse, 'hull', OHG. hulla, MHG., G.

hiille, 'a covering', which also derive from Teut.

*hul-. See cell and cp. hall, hell.

Derivative: hull, tr. v., to remove the husk of.

hull, n., the body of a ship. — Figurative use of

prec. word. Cp. L. carina, 'keel of a ship', orig.

'shell of a nut', F. coque, 'shell (of walnuts,

other fruits, eggs, etc.) ; hull of a ship'. Cp. ahull.

Derivative: hull, tr. v., to strike or pierce the

hull of a ship.

hullabaloo, n., uproar. — Of imitative origin.

hulled, adj., deprived of the husk. — Formed

with suff. -ed fr. bull, 'husk'.

hulled, adj., having a hull (said of a ship). —
Formed with suff. -ed fr. hull, 'the body ofa ship'.

huller, n., a machine for hulling grain.— Formed

with agential suff. -er fr. hull, 'to remove the

husk of. See hull, husk.

hullo, interj. — Imitative.

hulsite, n., a hydrous iron magnesiiun tin borate
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(mineral.)— Named after Alfred Hulse Brooks

of the U.S. Geological Survey (1871-1924). For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

hum, interj. — Imitative. Cp. hum, v.

hum, v., to utter an inarticulate sound. — ME.
hummen, of imitative origin. Cp. G. hummen,

of s.m. Cp. also hem, interj., humblebee, hum-

drum, hummingbitd.

Derivatives: hum, n., humm-er, n., humm-ing,

adj. and n., humm-ing-ly, adv.

hum, n., a hoax; tr. v., to humbug (both colloq.)

— Short for humbug.

human, adj. — ME. humayne, fr. OF. (= F.)

humain, fr. L. hUmdnus, 'human', fr. homo, gen.

-inis, 'man', which is rel. to humus, 'earth', hence

prop, means 'earthly being', and is cogn. with

Toch. B iaumo, OLith. zmud (ace. zmiini), Lith.

zmogus (ace. zmogif), OPruss. smoy, 'man, male

person', smUni, 'person', smonenawino, 'man',

Goth., OE. guma, 'man'; see bridegroom. All

these words lit. mean 'earthly being'. For sense

development cp. Heb. dddm, 'man', which

derives fr. dddmd", 'ground' (see Adam). See

humus and cp. humane. Cp. also homage, hom-

bre, homo, homunculus, hiunble, omber, ombre,

and the first element in homicide. Cp. also the

first element in dimiwassal.

Derivatives: human, a., humanist (q.v.), humani-

tarian (q.v.), humanity (q.v.), human-ize, tr. and

intr. v., human-iz-ation, n., human-ly, adv.,

hurrmn-ness, n.

humane, adj. — Prop, identical with, and re-

presenting an earlier spelling of, human (q.v.),

from which it was later differentiated in mean-

ing. For a similar differentiation in form and

meaning of orig. one and the same word cp.

german and germane, urban and urbane.

Derivatives: humane-ly, adv., humane-ness, n.

humanism, n. — Formed after humanist fr.

human and suff. -ism.

humanist, n. — F. humaniste, fr. It. umanista,

which was coined by the Italian poet Lodovico

Ariosto (1474-1533) fr. umano (fr. L. hUmdnus;

see human) and suff. -isto (fr. Gk. -lo-riji; ; see -ist).

Derivatives: humanist-ic, humanist-ic-al, adjs.,

humanist-ic-al-ly, adv.

humanitarian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff.

-arian fr. L. hUmdnitds. See next word.

Derivative: humanitarian-ism, n.

humanity, n. — F. humanite, fr. L. hUmdnitdtem,

ace. of hUmdnitds, 'human nature, humanity',

fr. hUmdnus, 'human'. L. hUmdnitds is loan

translation of Gk. 9t>.avOpco7ri5, lit. 'love of

mankind'. See human and -ity.

humanize, tr. and intr. v. — F. humaniser, fr. L.

hUmdnus, 'human'. See human and -ize.

Derivative : humaniz-ation, n.

hunumoid, adj., of human character (anthropol.)

— A hybrid coined fr. L. hUmdnus, 'human', and

Gk. -oeiSrn;, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See

human and -old.

Derivative: humanoid, n.

humble,adj.— ME. humble, umble, fr. OF. (= F.)

humble, fr. L. humilem, ace. of humilis, 'low,

base, humble', lit. 'on the ground', fr. humus,

'earth, ground, soil'. See humus and words there

referred to and cp. esp. humiliate, humility.

Derivatives: humble, tr. v., humble-iiess, n.,

humbl-er, n., humbl-ing, n., humbl-y, adv.

humblebee, n., a bumblebee. — ME. humbyl-bee,

a compound whose first element is rel. to Dan.

humle, humlebi, Swed., Norw. humla, MDu.
hummel, homel, hommel, Du. hommel, OHG.
humbal, MHG. humbel, hummel, G. Hummel,

'humblebee', prop, 'the humming bee'. See hum,

'to utter an inarticulate sound', and freq. suff.

-le, and cp. Czech 6mel, Pol. czmiel, OPruss.

camus, Lith. kamane, 'humblebee', which are

also of imitative origin. For the second element

in ME. humbyl-bee see bee.

bumble pie, pie made of the umbles of a deer. —
For umble pie, 'pie made of umbles'. Cp. umble

pie, umbles and see numbles. The h in humble

pie is due to a confusion of umble with humble,

'low'.

humbug, n., a hoax. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: humbug, tr. and intr. v., humbugg-

er, n., humbugg-er-y, n.

humdrum, adj. and n. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

hum, 'to utter an inarticulate sound'.

humeral, adj., pertaining to the shoulder. — Late

L. humerdlis, fr. L. humerus. See hiunerus and

adj. suff. -al.

humero-, combining form meaning 'humeral;

humeral and' ianat.)— L. humero-, fr. humerus.

See humerus,

hiunerus, n., the bone of the upper arm (anat.) —
L. (h)umerus, 'shoulder', fr. I.-E. *omesos\ cogn.

with 01. drhsaht, Toch. A es, B dntse. Arm. us

(gen. usoys), Gk. &>\i.oc, (for *dmsos, less

probably for *omsos), 'shoulder', Umbr. uze,

onse, 'in the shoulder', ON. dss, Goth, ams,

amsa, 'shoulder'. Cp. omo-, 'shoulder-', and

words there referred to.

humid, adj. — F. humide, fr. L. (h)iimidus, 'moist,

wet', fr. (h)umere, 'to be moist or wet'. See

humor.

Derivatives: humid-ly, adv., humid-ness, n.

humklify, tr. v., to render humid. — See humid

and -fy.

humidity, n. — F. humidite, fr. L. (h)iimiditdtem,

ace. of {h)Cimiditds, 'moisture, wetness', fr.

{h)iimidus. See humid and -ity.

humiliate, tr. v. — Fr. L. humilidlus, pp. of humi-

lidre, 'to humble', fr. humilis. See humble and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: humiliat-ing, adj., humiliat-ing-ly,

adv., humiliat-or, n., humiliat-ory, adj.

humiliation, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) humilia-

tion, fr. L. humilidtidnem, ace. of humitidtid,

'humbling, humiliation', fr. humilidlus, pp. of

humilidre. See prec. word and -ion.

humility, n. — ME. humilite, fr. F. humitite, fr.

L. humilitdtem, ace. of humilitds, 'lowness, in-
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significance' (in Eccles. L. 'lowness, meekness'),

fr. humilis, 'low'. See humble and -ity.

hummaul, n. — A var. of hamal.

hummingbird, n. — So called from its humming
sound.

hummock, n., i) a knoll, hillock; 2) pile of ice

in an icefield. — Dimin. of hump. See -ock and

cp. hillock, which is a dimin. of hill.

Derivative: hummock-y, adj.

humor, humour, n. — ME. humor, humour, umor,

umour, fr. OF. humor, umor (F. humeur), fr. L.

(h)iimorem, ace. oi(h)umor, 'fluid, moisture', rel.

to {h)umere, 'to be moist, wet', (h)itmidus, 'moist,

wet'. Humor stands for *ug"m6r-, fr. I.-E. base

*Ogw-, *wegw-, 'wet, moist, to sprinkle', whence

also Gk. uypo?, 'wet, moist'. Arm. oyc, 'fresh',

ON. viikr, 'moist, damp", OI. uksdti, 'sprinkles',

uksdn-, 'ox', Goth, auhsa, OE. oxa, 'ox', and

prob. also OXr.fual (for *wog"'lo-), 'urine'. The

correct spelling of the above Latin words is

iimor, umere, umiclus. The spelling with initial

h is due to folk etymology, which associated

these words with L. humus, 'earth'. Cp. humid,

hygro-, ox, udograph, udometer, Ulex, uliginose,

uxorious, wake, 'track left by a moving ship'.

Derivatives: humo(u)r, tr. v., humo(u)r-less,

humo(u)r-some, adjs., humoral, humoresque, hu-

morist, humorous (qq.v.)

humoral, adj., pertaining to the humors of the

body (archaic). — See humor and adj. suff. -al.

humoralism, n., an obsolete doctrine which attri-

butes all diseases to the state of the humors

of the body. — See prec. word and -ism.

humoralist, n., an adherent of humoralism. —
See humoral and -ist.

humoresque, n., a humorous or fanciful com-

position. — G. Humoreske, 'humorous sketch'.

See humor and -esque.

humorist, humourist, n. — F. humoriste, fr. It.

umorista, 'capricious', fr. ML. hiimorista, which

prop, denoted an adherent of 'humorism', i.e.

the doctrine that diseases are due to the change

of 'humors' in the body. See humor and -ist.

Derivative: humo(u)rist-ic, adj.

humorous, adj. — L. (h)iim6r6sus, 'moist', fr.

(h)umor. See humor and -ous.

Derivatives: humorous-ly, adv., humorous-

ness, n.

hump, n., a rounded protuberance. — Of LG.

origin. Cp. MLG. hump, 'bump, hunch', Du.

homp, 'lump, chunk", Norw. hump, 'knoll'.

These words derive fr. L-E. base *qumb-, 'to

bend, curve', whence also OL kumbhdh, 'pot,

jar", Gk, x-JiiSr. 'the hollow of a vessel, cup.

boat'. See cymbal and cp. chime, 'set of bells'.

Derivatives: hump, tr.v., hump-ed, adj., hump-y,

adj., hump-i-ness, n.

humpback, n. — Compounded of hump and back.

Derivative: humpback-ed, adj.

humph, interj. expressing doubt or contempt.

— Imitative.

Derivatives : humph, intr. v. and n.

Humphrey, masc. PN. — OE. Hunfrid, prob.

formed fr. Tout. *hun, 'strength', and OE.fridu,

'peace' (see free); influenced in form by names

like Geoffrey, which, though also of Teut. origin,

came into English through the medium of

French.

humpty-dumpty, n., a short or dumpy figure. —
Fr. Humpty-Dumpty, hero of a nursery rhyme.

The name prob. arose through the reduplication

of Humpty, a pet form of Humphrey. Cp. Ernest

Weekley's Etymological Dictionary s.v.

Humulus, n., a genus of vines, the hop (hot.) —
ModL., fr. ML. humulus, 'hop', which, together

with ON. humli (OSwed. humbli, Dan., Swed.

humle), OE. hymele, Frankish *humilo (whence

F. houblon), ModGk. xoo(xiXt, 'hop', is trace-

able to OSIav. "cyiuoif?/;" (contracted into chmeli),

which itself seems to be of Finnish-Tatar origin.

Cp. Finnish humala, Vogul qumlix, 'hop'.

humus, n. — L., 'earth, ground, soil' (cp. Oscan

huntrus, 'those below' (ace.), Umbr. hutra,

hondra, 'below'), for *homos, fr. L-E. *ghom-,

whence also Gk. yyi^i^U 'on the ground', Lith.

zeme, Lett, zeme, OPruss. same, semme, OSlav.

zemlja, 'earth'. L. humilis, 'low', and homo,

'man', are rel. to humus. See chthonian and cp.

homage, human, humble, humiliate, exhume,

inhume.

Hun, n. — Late L. HUni, Hunni, Chunni(p].), rel.

to Gk. OSvvoi (pi.), 'the Huns', OS., OHG.
Hiini, Hun, MHG. Hiune, 'Hun'. Cp. MHG.
hiune (whence G. Hiine), 'giant', orig. 'a Hun'.

Derivative ; Hunn-ish, adj.

hunch, n., 1) hump; 2) a thick piece. — Prob. al-

tered fr. hump. For a similar alteration cp. lunch,

which prob. derives fr. lump. Cp. hunk.

Derivative: hunch, tr. v.

hundi, n., a bill of exchange (India). — Hind.

hundi, hun(la\i, fr. OI. hundika, fr. hundate,

'collects'.

hundred, n. — ME. hondred, honderd, fr. Late

OE. hundred, prob. fr. ON. hundrad (whence

also Dan. hundrede, Swed. hundrade, hundra),

lit. 'the number of hundred', fr. JtM\.*hunda-,

'hundred' (seen also in OE., OS., Goth, hund,

OHG. hunt), and *-rad, 'reckoning, number',

(seen in Goth, rapjo, 'a reckoning, account,

number', ga-rapjan, 'to count', see reason); cp.

OS. hunderod (whence MLG., MHG., G. hun-

dert, MDu. hondert, honderd (Du. honderd).

Teut. *hunda-, 'hundred', corresponds to L-E.

*kmto-, which appears in OI. saidm, Avestic

sat'm [OSlav. siilo (Russ. sto), is prob. an

Iranian loan word], Toch. A kant, B kante,

kante, Gk. e-xitov, L. centum, Lith. simtas,

Lett, stmts, Olr. cet, W. cant, Bret, kant, Co.

kans, 'hundred'. I.-E. *kmto-, 'hundred', orig.

meant ten tens', fr. *kmt-, 'ten', which also

appears in the Latin ending -ginii, -gintd

(in vJginti, 'twenty', trJgintd, 'thirty', quadra-

gintd, 'forty', etc.), in the Greek ending -xovra

(in Tpiaxovxa, 'thirty', TEoaap^xovTa, 'forty',
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etc.), and in L. decern, 'ten', which stands for

*{d)kmtom)\ see decad, decimal, ten. Accord-

ingly hundred prop, means 'the great ten'. Cp.

cent, centenary, century, hecatomb, sotnia. Cp.

also the second element in thousand.

Derivatives: hundred, adj., hundreder (q.v.),

hundred-fold, adj., hundreth (q.v.)

himdreder, hundredor, n., the chief officer of a

hundred (hist.) — ML. hundreddrius. See hun-

dred and -er (representing L. -drius).

hundredth, adj. and n.— Formed fr. bimdred with

numeral suff. -th.

hung. — Past tense and pp. of hang.

hunger, n. — ME., fr. OE. hunger, rel. to OS.,

OHG. hungar, ON. hungr, OFris., MHG., G.

hunger, Du. honger, Goth, hdhrus (for *hut;hruz),

'hunger', and cogn. with Gk. xdcyxavo?, 'dry',

lit. 'burning', xcyxei'v, 'to starve, to hunger',

Lith. kankd, 'suffering', kehkti, 'to pain, ache'

;

fr. I.-E. base *kenk-, ki}k-, 'to bum, be dry,

pain'.

hunger, intr. v. — ME. hungren, hingren, fr. OE.

hyngran; influenced in form by the noun. Cp.

OS. gi-hungrean, ON. hungra, OFris. hungeria,

OHG. hungerdn, hungiren, Goth, huggrjan, 'to

hunger', and see hunger, n.

hungry, adj. — ME., fr. OE. hungrig, fr. hunger,

'hunger'. See hunger, n., and -y (representing

OE. -ig).

Derivatives: hungri-ly, adv., hungri-ness, n.

hunk, n., a large lump (esp. of bread) — Cp.

Flem. hunke, which is prob. rel. to Du. homp,

'lump, chunk'. See hump and cp. hunk.

hunker, intr. v., to squat, crouch (dial., esp.

Scot.) — Perh. of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. hoka,

hokra, 'to crouch, squat', and see huckster.

hunks, n., a niggard, miser. — Of uncertain

origin.

hunt, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hunten, fr. OE. hun-

tian, in gradational relationship to OE. hentan,

'to try to seize, to attack, seize', Goth, -hinpan

(used only in compounds), 'to seize'. See hand

and cp. hent, hint.

Derivatives: hunt, n., hunt-er, n., hunt-ing, adj.

and n., huntress (q.v.)

huntress, n. — Formed fr. hunter with suff. -ess.

huppah, n., the bridal canopy (Jewish religion) —
Heb. huppd", 'canopy', orig. 'bridal chamber',

lit. 'that which encloses', from the stem of ^a-

phdph, 'he enclosed, surrounded, covered', 'vhich

is rel. to Arab, hdffa, 'he surrounded', hifdf,

'side or border of something' (lit. 'that which

surrounds').

hurdle, n. — ME. hirdel, hurdel, fr. OE. hyrdel,

rel. to Du. horde, OHG. hurd, MHG. hurt,

hiirde, G. Hiirde, 'hurdle, fold pen', and to

ON. hurd, Goth, haiirds, 'door' (orig. 'door of

wickerwork'), and cogn. with L. crdtis, 'hurdle,

wickerwork', Gk. xap-aXoc, 'a kind of basket',

xupTo?, xiipTT), xuprta, 'wickerwork', Kporcovrj,

'excrescence on trees', OPruss. corro, 'enclo-

sure', Mir. ceirtle, 'clew', OI. kfifdtti, 'spins'.

cj'tdti, 'binds'. All these words derive fr. I.-E.

base *qerdt; *qert-, 'to twist together, werye,

plait'. See crate and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also grate, 'frame', griddle, hoarding.

Derivatives : hurdle, tr. and intr. v., hurdl-er, n.

hurds, also hards, n. pi., refuse of flax or Kemp.—
ME. herdes, fr. OE. heordan (pi.), rel. to OE.

-heard (only in compounds), ON. haddr, 'hair

on a woman's head', Du., OFris., MLG., MDu.
hede, Du., G. hede, 'hurds', fr. I.-E. base *qes-,

'to scrape, scratch, comb', whence also Gk.

xsCTxsov (for *X£a-xea-ov), Russ. ceska, Czech

pa-ces, 'tow, oakum', OSlav. (esg, cesati, 'to

comb'.

hurdy-gurdy, n., an obsolete musical instrument.

— Of imitative origin.

hurl, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hurlen, horlen, hour-

len, prob. an -/-enlargement of the Teut. imi-

tative base *hurr-. Cp. LG. hurreln, 'to toss',

and see hurry. Cp. also hurly-burly.

Derivatives: hurl, n., hurl-er, n., hurley (q.v.)

hurley, n., i) game of hurling; 2) stick used in the

game. — Formed fr. hurl with suff. -ey.

hurly, n., uproar, tumult. — Back formation fr.

hurly-burly.

burly-burly, n., turmoil; uproar. — From earlier

hurling and burling, which was formed through

reduplication fr. hurling, verbal noun of burl,

used in the now obsol. sense 'commotion'.

hurrah, interj. — Imitative. Cp. Dan., Swed.,

Norw., G. hurra, Du. hoera. Cp. also huzza.

Derivative: hurrah, n. and v.

hurricane, n. — Sp. huracdn, fr. Taino hurakdn,

fr. Maya hunraken, 'Charles's Wain', lit. 'on2-

legged (giant)'. Since the dangerous cyclonic

storms usually rose in the sign of Charles's

Wain, Maya hunraken became identical with

'evil spirit', and finally obtained the meaning

of hurricane. F. ouragan. It. uragano, Du. or-

kaan (whence G. Orkan), 'hurricane', are all

traceable to Taino hurakdn. E. hurricane (fr. Sp.

huracdn) was influenced in form by hurry.

hurry, tr. and intr. v. — Formed from the Teut.

imitative base *hurr-, 'to move with haste',

whence also OSwed. hurra, 'to whirl round',

dial. Swed. hurr, 'haste, hurry', MHG. hurren,

'to move with haste'. Cp. burl, Cp. also flurry.

Derivatives: hurry, n., hurri-ed, adj., hurri-ed-ly,

adv., hurri-ed-ness, n.

hurry-scurry, burry-skurry, n., intr., v., and adv.

— Compounded of hurry and scurry.

hurst, n., wood, copse (used esp. in Place-

Names). — ME. hurst, fr. OE. hyrst, 'wood,

copse', rel. to OS. hurst, 'thicket', MDu. horst,

hurst, 'underwood', Du. horst, 'thicket; eyrie',

OHG. hurst, 'thicket', MHG. hurst, hiirste,

'bushes, shrubbery', G. Horst, 'thicket, shrub-

bery; eyrie', dial. Norw. rust, 'thicket'.

hurt, tr. and intr. v. — ME. hurten, hirten, 'to

push, dash; to injure', fr. OF. hurter (F.heur-

ter), 'to strike against', OF. Hurler, orig. meant

'to butt or toss like a ram'. It derives fr. Fran-



hurter

kish *hurt, 'ram', which is rel. to ON. hrutr,

'ram' ; see hart. OProvens. urtar. It. urtare, 'to

strike against', are French loan words.

Derivatives: hurt, n., hurter (q.v.), hurt-ful, adj.,

hurt-ful-ly, adv., hurt-ful-ness, n.

burter, n., one who, or that which, hurts. —
Formed from the verb hurt with the agential

suff. -er.

hurter, n., shoulder on the axle of a wheel. —
OF. hurtoir, fr. hurter. See hurt and agential

suff. -er.

hurtle, intr. and tr. v. — ME. hurtlen, freq. of

hurten. See hurt and freq. suff. -le.

Derivative: hurtle, n.

hurtleberry, n. — See whortleberry,

husband, n.— ME. husbonde, 'master of a house,

husband', fr. OE. husbonda, 'master of a house',

fr. ON. husbondi, 'householder; husband',

which is shortened fr. husbuandi, a word lit.

meaning 'dwelling in the house', compounded

ofON. hus, 'house', and buandi, 'dwelling', prop,

pres. part, of bua, 'to dwell'. See house and

bond, 'serf.

Derivatives: husband, tr. v., husband-age, a.,

husband-er, a., husband-less, adj., husband-ly,

adj. and adv., hmband-li-ness, n., husband-ry, n.

hush, tr. and intr. v. — Back formation from the

obsolete adj. husht (fr. ME. husht), a word of

imitative origin, which, however, was regarded

as the past participle of a verb (i.e. husht was

misdivided into hush-t and identified with hush-

ed, whence arose the verb hush). Cp. whisht,

whist, interj., and hist.

Derivatives : hush, n. and interj., hush-ing-ly, adv.

hushaby, intr. v., imper. — Prob. a blend of hush

and lullaby.

. husk, n. — Late ME. huske, fr. MDu. huuskijn,

huusken, 'little house; husk of fruit', dimin. of

huus, 'house'. See house and -kin.

Derivatives: husk, tr. v., husk-ed, adj., husk-er,

n., husky (q.v.)

husky, adj., i) abounding in, or resembling,

husks; 2) dry as husks; dry in the throat, hoarse.

— Formed fr. husk with adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: husk-i-ly, adv., husk-i-ness, n.

Husky, n., i) an Eskimo; 2) an Eskimo dog;

3) the Eskimo language. — Prob. corruption

of Esky, a slang abbreviation of Eskimo,

huso, also huse, n., the great sturgeon. — ML.,

fr. OHG. huso (MHG. huse, husen, G. Hausen),

which is rel. to ON. hauss, 'skull, cranium'

(whence dial. Norw. huse, 'skull of fish'); fr.

I.-E. base *is)qeu-, 'to cover, hide'. See sky and

cp. hausen. Cp. also the first element in isin-

glass.

hussar, n. — G. Husar, fr. Hung, huszdr, fr.

Serbo-Croatian gusar, husar, 'pirate, bandit',

fr. It. corsaro, 'pirate', lit. 'runner', fr. ML. cur-

sarius, fr. L. cursus, 'a running, course, voyage'.

See corsair,

hussif, n. — Contraction of ME. houswif. See

housewife.
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Hussite, n., a follower of John Huss, the Bo-

hemian reformer (burnt in 1415)- — For the

ending see subst. sufT. -ite.

hussy, n. — Contracted fr. housewife (q.v.)

hustuig, n., usually in the pi. hustings, a court

held in London; a platform. — OE. husting, fr.

ON. husping, lit. 'house assembly', fr. hus,

'house, and ping, 'thing; assembly'. See house

and tiling, 'assembly'.

hustle, tr. and intr. v. — Metathesized fr. Du.

hutselen, freq. of hutsen, 'to shake', which is

prob. of imitative origin. Cp. 2nd rustle, 'to act

energetically'.

Derivatives: hustle, n., hustle-ment, n., hustl-

er, n.

hut, n. — F. hutte, fr. MHG. hutte or fr. OHG.

hutta [OS. hutta, Dan. hytte, Swed. hytta, Fris., •

MLG., MDu. hutte (Du. hut) and Sp. huta are

borrowed fr. HG.], which is rel. to OE. hydan,

'to hide'. See hide, 'to conceal', and cp. words

there referred to. Cp, also cuddy, 'cabin'.

Derivative: hut, tr. and intr. v.

hutch, n., i) a chest or box for storage; 2) a coop

or case for small animals; 3) a hut, hovel; 4) a

mining trough; 5) a truck; 6) a measure. —
ME. huche, fr. OF. (= F.) huche, 'bin, kneading

trough', fr. ML. hutica, which is of uncertain

origin.

Derivative: hutch, tr. v.

hutchinsonite, n., sulfarsenite of thallium, copper,

silver, etc. (mineral.) — Named after the Eng-

lish mineralogist Arthur 7f«/cA!>i5on(i866-i937)-

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

hutment, n., i) housing in huts; 2) a camp of

huts. — A hybrid coined fr. hut and -ment, a

suff. of French-Latin origin.

huzoor, n., a respectful title of address used by

natives {India). — Arab. hu4ar (pronounced in

India huzar), 'presence', prop, infin. of hddara,

'he was present'.

huzza, interj. {archaic). — Of imitative origin.

Cp. G. hussa and E. hurrah.

Derivatives : huzza, intr. and tr. v. and n.

hyacinth, n., i) a fabulous flower supposed to

have sprung from the blood of Hyacinthus

{Greek mythol.); whence 2) among the ancients,

a precious stone of blue color; now, a red or

brownish variety of zircon. — F. hyacinthe, fr.

L. hyacinthus, a kind of flower, the jacinth', fr.

Gk. uaxivftoi;, 'wild hyacinth, bluebell', fr. ear-

lier *faxtv»o?, a pre-Hellenic word. Cp. Hya-

cinthus. Cp. also jacuith, Vaccuiium.

hyacmtfaine, adj., resembling the hyacinth in

color. — L. hyacinthinus, fr. Gk. uaxiv&ivo;,

fr. uaxiv^o?. See hyacmth and -me (representing

Gk. -tvo;).

Hyacinthus, n.. a beautiful youth, beloved and

slain by Apollo {Greek mythology). — L. Hya-

cinthus, fr. Gk. 'Taxiv^o?. See hyacmth.

Hyacinthus, n., a genus of plants ofthe lily family,

the hyacinth {bot.) — ModL., fr. hyacinthus.

See hyacinth.
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Hyades, n. pi., a group of stars near the Pleiades

{astron.) — L. Hyades, fr. Gk. 'TdcSe?, lit. 'the

rain-bringers', fr. Seiv, 'to rain' (see hyeto-); so

called because the wet weather begins when

they set.

Hyaena, n., the typical genus of the hyena family.

— L. hyaena. See hyena,

hyal-, form of hyalo- before a vowel.

hyalm, n. — See hyaline, n.

hyaline, adj., glassy; transparent. — L. hyalinus,

fr. Gk. udtXtvo;, 'glassy', fr. GaXo?, 'alabaster,

crystal, amber', prop, 'a transparent stone', later

'glass', which prob. stands for *sualo-. Cp. L.

suali-ternicum, 'a kind of reddish amber', which,

according to Pliny 37, 33. is of Scythian, i.e.

North European, origin. See Boisacq, DELG.,

p. 996, s.v. 5aXoi;, and Walde-Hofmann, LEW,

II, 611, s.v. sualiternicum. For the ending see

suff. -me (representing Gk. -tvo?).

hyaline, n., i) something glassy, as the smooth

sea or the clear sky; 2) (in this sense spelled also

hyalhi) a substance forming the walls of hydatid

cysts. — See hyaline, adj.

hyalite, n., a colorless variety of opal {mineral.)

— G. Hyalit, coined by the German geologist

and mineralogist Abraham Gottlob Werner

(1750-1817) in 1794 fr- Gk- (iaXo;, 'glass', and

suff. -it (representing Gk. -fxY);). See hyaline,

adj., and subst. suff. -ite.

hyalitis, n., inflammation of the vitreous humor

of the eye (met/.) — Medical L., formed fr. Gk.

uaXoi; (see hyaline, adj.), with suff. -itis.

hyalo-, before a vowel hyal-, combining form

meaning 'glassy, transparent'. — Gk. uaXo-,

uaX-, fr. QaXo?, 'glass'. See hyaline, adj.

hyaloid, adj., glassy, transparent; n., the hyaloid

membrane {anat.) — Gk. uaXoEiSTj;, 'resem-

bling glass, glassy, transparent', compounded

of ijaXo;, 'crystal, glass', and -oeiSr]?, 'like',

fr. eTSo?, 'form, shape'. See hyaline, adj., and

-oid.

Hybanthus, n., a genus of plants, the green violet

(6or.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. u|36?,

'humpbacked', which is of uncertain origin, and

Sv&o?, 'flower' (see anther); so called in allusion

to the dorsal gibbosity.

hybrid, n., i) a mongrel; anything of mixed ori-

gin; 2) in linguistics, a word compounded of

elements from different languages, as sociology.

— L. hybrida, hibrida, 'offspring of a tame sow

and a wild boar, mongrel', fr. Gk. 'Oppi?, gen.

uppiSo?, which is prob. of the same origin as

L. iber, 'mule' [cp. X^rfi, rendered by Hesychius

as yepaaT6v ti S7)piov ('a land animal')], but

was assimilated in Greek to ii^pt?, 'wanton

violence, insolence'. Cp. "T^pi; as the name of

a dog (Xenophon, Cynegeticus 7,5). Gk. *u|3pi(;

in the above sense is not identical with uppii;,

a night bird of prey. See Walde-Hofmann,

LEW., I, 665-666 s.v. hybrida.

Derivatives: hybrid, adj., hybrid-ism, n., hybrid-

ist, n., hybridize (q.v.)

hybridize, tr. and intr. v., to cause to produce

hybrids. — Formed from prec. word with suff.

-ize.

Derivatives: hybridiz-able, adj., hybridiz-ation,

n., hybridiz-er, n.

hydat-, form of hydato- before a vowel. ,

hydatid, n., a cyst or sac in the body of man or

animals, containing a watery fluid {med. and

zool.) — Gk. uSark, gen. uSaTiSo?, 'a watery

vesicle', fr. GSop, gen. {SSaTo;, 'water'. See

hydro- and -id.

hydato-, before a vowel hydat-, combining form

meaning 'water'. — Gk. uSaxo-, uSar-, fr. QSojp,

gen. fiSaxoi;, 'water'. See hydro-,

hydr-, form of hydro- before a vowel.

Hydra, n., i) a nine-headed water-serpent killed

by Hercules {Greek mythol); 2) {not cap.) a

manifold evil ; 3) a southern constellation ; 4) any

of fresh-water animals constituting the genus

Hydra {zool.) — L. hydra, fr. Gk. uSpS, 'water

serpent', fr. CSwp, 'water', whence also QSpo?, of

s.m., kmSpii;, 'otter', OI. udrOi, 'an aquatic

animal', Avestic udra, 'otter', OE. ottor, otor,

'otter'. See water and cp. Hydrus. Cp. also otter,

hydracid, n., an acid that contains hydrogen. —
A hybrid coined fr. hydr- and L. acidus, 'sour,

acid'. See acid and cp. oxyacid.

hydraemia, n, — See hydremia,

hydragogue, adj., having the property of re-

moving water or serum from the body {med.)—
P., fr. L. hydragogus, fr. Gk. u8paY"Y°?> 'leading

water', which is compounded of liSwp, 'water'

(see hydro-), and ayoiyo?, 'leading', fr. &yev^,

'to lead'. See -agogue.

Hydrangea, n., a genus of plants {bot.)— ModL.,

compounded of hydr- and Gk. dyYcTov, 'vessel,

receptacle' (see angio-); so called in allusion to

the shape of the capsules.

Hydrangeaceae, n. pi., a family of plants {hot.)—
ModL., formed fr. Hydrangea with suff. -aceae.

hydrangeaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

hydrant, n., a pipe with a spout for drawing

water. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. uScop, 'water'

(see hydro-), and -ant, a suff. of Latin origin.

hydranth, n., one of the zooids in colonial Hy-

drozoa {zool.) — Compounded of hydr- and

Gk. litv&oi;, 'flower'. See anther,

hydrargyriasis, hydrargyrism, hydrargyrosis, n.,

chronic mercurial poisoning {med.) — Medical

L., formed fr. hydrargyrum with suff. -iasis, resp.

-ism or -osis.

hydrargyric, adj., pertaining to mercury. — See

hydrargyrum and -ic

hydrargyrum, n., mercur>'. — ModL., fr. L. hy-

drargyrus, fr. Gk. uSpipfupo? '(artificially pre-

pared) quicksilver', which is compounded of

uSwp, 'water', and (iprupo?, 'silver'. See hydr-

and argyro-.

Hydrastis, n., a genus of plants, the orangeroot

{f^t.) — ModL., fr. Gk. GSwp, 'water'. See

hydro-.



hydrate

hydrate, n., a compound formed by the union of

water with another substance (chem.) — A
hybrid coined by the French chemist Joseph-

Louis Proust (1754-1826) about 1800 fr. Gk.
GScop, 'water' (see hydr-), and -ate, a chem. suff.

of Latin origin.

Derivatives: hydrate, tr. and intr. v., hydrat-

ion, n.

hydraulic, adj., i) pertaining to, or operated by,

water; 2) pertaining to hydraulics. — L. hy-

draulicus, fr. Glc. vlSpauXi?, 'water organ',

which is compounded of fiScop, 'water', and
a.{ik6q, 'pipe, tube, flute'. For the first element

see hydro-. The second element is cogn. with L.

aheus, 'a hollow, cavity', ahus, 'belly'; see

alveolus and -ic.

Derivatives: hydraulic-al-ly, adv., hydraulics

(q.v.)

hydraulics, n., science dealing with liquids in

motion. — See prec. word and suff. -ics.

hydrazine, hydrazin, n., a colorless liquid base

N2H4 {chem.)— Coined fr. hydr-, az- and chem.

suff. -ine, resp. -in.

hydremia, hydraemia, n., excessively watery state

of the blood (med.)— Medical L., compounded
of hydr- and Gk. aljxa, 'blood'. See hemal and -ia.

Derivative: hydrem-ic, hydraem-ic, adj.

hydria, n., a kind of water jar (Greek and Roman
antiq.) — L., fr. Gk. 'jSpta, 'waterpot', fr. (iSojp,

'water'. See hydro-.

hydric, adj., containing hydrogen (chem.) —
Formed with suff. -ic fr. hydr- (short for

hydrogen).

hydride, n., a compound o[ hydrogen with another

element (chem.) — Formed with suff. -ide fr.

hydr- (short for hydrogen).

hydro-, before a vowel hydr-, combining form
meaning 'water', used to denote i) water in

general; 2) a hydrophyte (hot.); 3) the presence

of hydrogen (chem.); 4) short for hydroid (zool.)

— Gk. 'jSpo-, 'j8p-, fr. 'jS(op, 'water'. See water

and words there referred to and cp. esp. hydria,

anhydrous, dropsy, Ephydra, klepsydra.

hydro, shortened form of i) hydropathic; 2) hydro-

airplane; 3) hydraulic power. — See hydro-.

Hydrobates, n., a genus of birds, the true stormy

petrel (ornithol.) — ModL., compounded of

hydro- and Gk. fii-o;?, 'threading on', from the

stem of fJaiveiv, 'to go, walk'. See -bates.

hydrobromic, adj., pertaining to, or designating,

an acid, HBr (chem.) — Coined by the French

chemist Joseph-Louis Gay-Lussac (1778-1850)

fr. hydro- (short for hydrogen) and bromic.

hydrocarbon, n,, a compound of hydrogen and
carbon (chem.) — Compounded of hydro- (short

for hydrogen) and carbon.

hydrocele, n., an accumulation of serous fluid;

esp. dropsy of the scrotum (med.) — L., fr.

Gk. 'jfizv/. r/.r^, which is compounded of 'JSojp,

'water' (see hydro-), and xtjXvj, 'tumor'. See -cele.

hydrocephalic, adj., pertaining to hydrocephalus.
— See hydrocephalus and -ic.
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hydrocephalous, adj., affected with hydrocepha-

lus. — See next word and -ous.

hydrocephalus, n., an accumulation of serous

fluid in the cranian cavity (med.)— Medical L.,

fr. Gk. u8pox£9aXov, 'water in the head', which
is compounded of uScop, 'water' (see hydro-),

and xE9aXTj, 'head'. See cephalic.

Hydrocharis, n., a genus of plants of the frogbit

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. uSpoxapiii;, 'de-

lighting in water', which is compounded of (iScop,

'water', and the stem of xatpetv, 'to rejoice',

whence also x^pi^?, 'favor, grace'. See Charis.

Hydrocharitaceae, n. pi., the frogbit family (hot.)

— ModL., formed from prec. word with suff'.

-aceae.

hydrocharitaceous, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

hydrochloric, adj., pertaining to, or designating,

an acid, HCl (chem.)— F. hydrochlorique, coined

by the French chemist Louis-Joseph Gay-Lussac

(1778-1850) in 1814 fr. hydro- (short for hy-

drogen) and chlorique. See chloric.

Hydrochoerus, n., the genus consisting of the

capybara (zool.) — ModL., compounded of

hydro- and Gk. xo'poi;, 'pig'- See -choerus.

Hydrocotyle, n., a genus of plants, the water

pennywort (hot.) — ModL., compounded of

hydro- and Gk. kotuXt), 'a flat cup' (see cotula,

cotyledon); so called in allusion to the cup-

shaped leaves of some species.

hydrocyanic, adj., pertaining to, or designating, an

acid, HCN (also called prussic acid) (chem.) —
F. hydrocyanique, coined by the French chemist

Louis-Joseph Gay-Lussac (1778-1850) in 1815

fr. hydro- (short for hydrogen) and cyanique.

See cyanic.

hydrodynamic, adj., pertaining to hydrodynamics.

— Compounded of hydro- and dynamic,

hydrodynamics, n., the dynamics of fluids. — See

prec. word and -ics.

hydrofluoric, adj., pertaining to, or designating,

an acid, a compound of hydrogen and fluorine,

HF or H2F2 (chem.) — Coined by the English

chemist Sir Humphrey Davy (1778-1829) about

1814 fr. hydro- (short for hydrogen) and fluoric

and adopted by the French chemist Louis-Jo-

seph Gay-Lussac (1778- 1850).

hydrofoil, n., a kind of boat that travels through

the water on wings or 'foils'. — A hybrid coined

fr. hydro- and foil, a word of Latin origin.

hydrogen, n., name of a gaseous element (chem.)

— F. hydrogene, lit. 'producing water', coined

by the French chemist Antoine-Laurent de La-

voisier (1743-94), '1 1787 fr. Gk. uScop, 'water',

and the stem of ysvviv, 'to beget, bring forth,

generate, produce'. See hydro- and -gen.

Derivatives: hydrogen-ate, tr. v., hydrogen-

ation, n., hydrogen-ator, n., hydrogenize, tr. v.,

hydrogen-ous, adj.

bydrograph, n., a hydrographic chart. — Com-
pounded of hydro- and Gk. -ypatpo?, fr. Ypa9eiv,

'to write'. See -graph.
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hydrographer, n., one versed in hydrography. —
See prec. word and agential suflf. -er.

hydrography, n., description of the waters of the

earth. — F. hydrographie, compounded of

hydro- and Gk. --j-pacpta, fr. ypa9Etv, 'to write'.

See -graphy.

Derivatives : hydrograph-ic, hydrographic-al,

adjs., hydrograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

hydroid, adj., resembling the hydra (zool.) —
Compounded of Gk. ilSpa, 'water serpent', and

-OEtSy)?, 'like', fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See hydra

and -oid.

Derivative: hydroid, n., an animal resembling

the hydra.

hydrokinetic, adj., pertaining to the motion of

fluids. — Compounded of hydro- and kinetic.

hydrokinetics, n., the kinetics of fluids. — Com-
pounded of hydro- and kuietics.

Hydrolea, n., a genus of plants (hot.) — ModL.,

formed fr. hydro- and -ol (fr. L. oleum, 'oil').

hydrology, n., the study of water. — Compoun-
ded of hydro- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: hydrolog-ic, hydrolog-ic-al, adjs.,

hydrolog-ist, n.

hydrolysis, n., decomposition of a compound
through the addition of water (chem.) — Com-
pounded of hydro- and Gk. Xiioi;, 'a loosing,

loosening, setting free; dissolution'. See -lysis.

hydrolytic, adj., pertaining to hydrolysis (chem.)

— Compounded of hydro- and Gk. -Xutixoi;,

'loosing'. See -lytic.

hydrolyze, tr. v., to subject to hydrolysis (chem.)

— Back formation fr. hydrolysis,

hydromancy, n., divination by means of water.

— F. hydromancie, fr. L. hydromantia, fr. Late

Gk. uSpo(iavTEia, 'divination by water', fr. Gk.

uScop, 'water', and piavTEta, 'oracle, divination'.

See hydro- and -mancy.

hydromedusa, n., a coelenterate produced by bud-

ding from a hydroid (zool.) — ModL. hydro-

medusa. See hydro- and medusa.

Hydromedusae, n. pi., a subclass of Hydrozoa

(zool.) — ModL., pi. of hydromedusa. See prec.

word.

hydromel, n., a liquor consisting of honey and

water. — L. hydromeli, fr. Gk. uSpojiEXi, which

is compounded of uScop, 'water', and [xsXi,

'honey'. See hydro- and melliferous.

hydrometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

specific gravity of liquids. — Compounded of

hydro- and Gk. (xsTpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: hydrometr-y, n., hydrometr-ic,

hydrometric-al, adjs.

hydropath, n., a hydropathist. — Back formation

fr. hydropathy.

hydropathy, n., water cure; hydrotherapy (med.)

— Coined by Vincenz Priessnitz (1799-1 851) in

1 825 fr. hydro- and -pathy on analogy o(homeo-

pathy, allopathy.

Derivatives: hydropath-ic, hydropath-ic-al, adjs.,

hydropath-ist, n.

hydrophane, n., a variety of opal which becomes

transparent when immersed into water (min-

eral.)— Compounded of hydro- and Gk. -^avif)?,

from the stem of tpaivEiv, 'to show'. See -phane.

hydrophobia, n., rabies. — L., fr. Gk. uSpotpopta,

'horror of water', which is compounded of

(IScop, 'water', and -90(3101, 'fear of, fr. tfo^oc,,

'fear'; so called because aversion to water is

a symptom of this disease. See hydro- and

-phobia.

hydrophobic, adj. — L. hydrophobicus, fr. Gk.

uSpo90ptx6(;, 'of hydrophobia', fr. uSpo9o|3£a.

See prec. word and -ic.

hydrophone, n., i) an instrument used to detect

the sound of water flowing through a pipe ; 2) an

instrument for detecting the sound made by

submarines. — Compounded of hydro- and Gk.

9(ov7), 'sound, voice'. See phone, 'speech sound'.

Hydrophyllaceae, n. pi., the waterleaf family (60/.)

— ModL., formed fr. Hydrophyllum with suflf.

-aceae.

hydrophyllaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Hydrophyllum, n., a genus of plants of the water-

leaf family (bot^— ModL., lit. 'waterleaf, com-

pounded of hydro- and Gk. 9i)XXov, 'leaf. See

phyllo-.

hydrophyte, n., a plant that grows in water and

in wet soil. — Compounded of hydro- and Gk.

9ut6v, 'plant'. See -phyte.

Derivative: hydrophyt-ic, adj.

hydropic, adj., dropsical. — ME. ydropike, fr.

OF. idropique, fr. L. hydropicus, fr. Gk. uSpoj-

TTixot;, 'suffering from dropsy', fr. {iSpcoi^, gen.

'jSpojTco?, 'dropsy'. F. hydropique and E. hy-

dropic have been refashioned after L. hydropicus.

See dropsy and -ic.

Derivative: hydropic-al-ly, adv.

hydroplane, n. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. jScop,

'water' (see hydro-), and plane, 'airplane' (ult. fr.

L. planus, 'level, flat')

Hydropotes, n., a genus of deer (zool.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. uSpoTTOT^i;, 'water drinker', which is

compounded of GSoip, 'water' (see hydro-) and

nfjir^c,, 'drinker', fr. I.-E. base *p6(i)-, 'to drink'.

See potion and cp. Poterium.

hydropsy, n., dropsy. — ME. idropisie, ydropisie,

fr. OF. idropisie. See dropsy.

hydroscope, n., an instrument for examining ob-

jects at considerable depths from the surface

of the sea. — Compounded of hydro- and Gk.

-oxoTTiov, fr. (TX07IEIV, 'to look at, examine'.

See -scope and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: hydroscop-ic, hydroscop-ic-al, adjs.

hydrosome, also hydrosoma, n., the entire body

of a hydroid colony. — Compounded of hydro-

and Gk. ao>|jia, 'body'. See soma, 'the body of

an organism'.

hydrosphere, n., i) the water on the surface of

the earth; 2) the aqueous vapor of the atmo-
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sphere. — Compounded of hydro- and Gk.
a(patpa, 'ball, globe, sphere'. See sphere,

hydrostat, n., a device indicating the height of

water in a boiler or reservoir. — Compounded
of hydro- and Gk. axa.x6c;, 'placed, standing'.

See static and cp. aerostat and words there

referred to.

hydrostatic, hydrostatical, adj., pertaining to

hydrostatics. — Compounded of hydro- and

Gk. oTaTix6(;, 'causing to stand', fr. oraTi?,

'placed, standing'. See static,

hydrostatics, n., that branch of physics which

deals with liquids in equilibrium. — See prec.

word and -ics.

hydrotherapeutic, adj., pertaining to hydro-

therapeutics.—Compounded of hydro- and Gk.
&EpajrsuTix6;, 'inclined to serve; able to cure'.

See therapeutic,

hydrotherapeutics, n., that part of therapeutics

which deals with water cure. — See prec. word
and -ics.

hydrotherapy, n., treatment of disease by means
of water. — Compounded of hydro- and Gk.
ftcpaTTEiS, 'a waiting on, service'. See therapy,

hydrothermal, adj., pertaining to heated water.—
Compounded of hydro- and thermal,

hydrotropic, adj., characterized by hydrotropism.

— See next word and -ic.

hydrotropism, n., tendency to grow organs either

toward or away from moisture (biol.) — Com-
pounded of hydro-, Gk. TpoTinr), 'a turning', and
suff. -ism. See trope and tropism and cp. helio-

tropism and words there referred to.

hydrous, adj., containing water. — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. GSop, 'water' (see hydro-), and

suff, -ous (fr. L. -osus),

hydroxide, n., a compound containing bydroxyl

(chem.)— Compounded of hydr(ogen), ox(ygen)

and suff. -ide.

hydroxy-, combining form indicating the presence

of the hydroxyl radical (chem.) — Formed fr.

hydr(ogen) and oxy(gen).

hydroxyl, n., the univalent group or radical OH
containing hydrogen and oxygen (chem.) —
Formed fr. hydr(ogen), ox(ygen) and suff. -yl.

Hydrozoa, n. pi., a class of coelenterates (zool.)

— ModL., coined by the English zoologist and
biologist Sir Richard Owen (1804-92) in 1843

fr. hydro- and Gk. I^wa, pi. of J^ciJov, 'animal'.

See zoo-.

Derivatives: hydrozo-an, adj. and n.

Hydrus, n., i) a fabulous water serpent; 2) a

southern constellation; the Water Snake (as-

tron.) — L., 'water serpent; the constellation of

the Water Serpent', fr. Gk. uSpoi;, 'water ser-

pent', which is rel. to Mpa, of s.m. See Hydra.

hyena, hyaena, n. — L. hyaena, fr. Gk. uatva,

'hyena', ht. 'sow' formed with the fem. suff.

-aivDc, fr. S<;, gen. u6;, 'swine' ; see sow, 'female

pig'. The hyena was so called in allusion to its

bristly mane. For sense development cp. Hun-
garian series, 'hog, swine', lit. 'the bristly ani-
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mal', fr. serte, sorte, 'bristle'. For the meaning
of the Gk. suff. -aiva cp. Gk. X^aiva, 'lioness',

fem. of X^tdv, 'lion', Xiixaiva, 'she-wolf, fem.

of XuKoi;, 'wolf.

hyeto-, before a vowel hyet-, combining form
meaning 'rain'. — Gk. ueto-, uet-, fr. uetoi;,

'rain', for *suwet6s, from the stem of i5eiv (for

*suwein), 'to rain'; prob. cogn. with Toch. A
swase, B swese, 'rain', B suwarp, 'they rain',

Alban. si, 'rain', OI. sundti, 'squeezes', sSmah,

'soma' (lit. 'a sappy plant'), Olr. suth, 'juice,

milk', OE. seaw, OHG. sou, 'sap', fr. I.-E. base

*seu-, 'sap, juice; to squeeze, press; to rain,

flow'. Cp. Hyades. Cp. also soma, 'a plant',

sura, 'fermented sap of plants', and the second

element in Dialister. For derivatives of bases

*seu-q-, *seu-g-, 'to suck; sap', enlargements of .

base *seu-, see suck and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

hyetograph, n., a chart showing the annual rain-

fall.— Compounded of hyeto- and Gk. -ypacpoi;,

fr. Ypa9Eiv, 'to write'. See -graph.

hyetography, n., that branch of meteorology

which deals with the distribution of rain. —
Compounded of hyeto- and Gk. -ypaipEa, fr.

Ypdtifsiv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

Derivatives : hyetograph-ic, hyetograph-ic-al,

adjs., hyetograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

hyetology, n., that branch of meteorology which

deals with the precipitation of snow, rain, etc.

— Compounded of hyeto- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-X6yo<;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: hyetolog-ical, adj.

Hygeia, Hygea, Hygia, n., the goddess of health

in Greek mythology. — L. Hygea, Hygia, fr.

Gk. 'TytEia, 'TyEta, 'personification of uyiEia,

uysia, 'health', fr. uyirji;, 'healthy'. See next

word.

hygiene, n., the science of health. — F. hygiene,

fr. Gk. uyieivov, neut. of uyisivtS?, 'pertaining

to health, healthful', but used by Aristotle also

as a noun in the' sense of 'health', fr. uyir)?,

'healthy', which stands for *su-g"'iyes and lit.

means 'living well', fr. I.-E. *su- (Gk. >>•), 'well',

whence also 01. su-, OPers. hu, Olr. su-, so-,

'weir (cp. sundari), and *g"iyes, 'living', enlarge-

ment of *g"'i-, 'to live', whence also Gk. pio?,

'life'. See bio- and cp. words there referred to.

L. vegere, 'to be lively, vigorous, to thrive,

flourish', vegetus, 'lively, vigorous', are not

cognate with Gk. uyt?)?. As a formative element,

u- was replaced later by eu- (see eu-).

DeriyatWts: hygien-ic, adj., hygien-ic-al-ly, adv.,

hygien-ics, n., hygien-ist, n.

hygro-, before a vowel hygr-, combining form

meaning 'moist, humid'.— Gk. uypo-, uyp-, fr.

uypo?, 'wet, moist, humid', rel. to L. (h)umor,

'fluid, moisture'. See humor and cp. words there

referred to.

hygrodeik, n., wet and dry bulb hygrometer. —
Lit., 'that which shows moisture', fr. hygro-
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and Gk. Ssixvilvai, 'to show', which is cogn.

with L. dicere, 'to say'. See diction and cp.

deictic.

hygrograph, n., an instrument for recording auto-

matically the variations in atmospheric humi-

dity. — Compounded of hygro- and Gk. -ypa-

901;, fr. ypatpEiv, 'to write'. See -graph.

hygrology, n., the science that treats of humidity.

— Compoimded of hygro- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr.

-X6yo(;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

hygroma, n., a cystic tumor containing serum

(med.)— Medical L., formed fr. Gk. uyp6<;, 'wet,

moist', with suff. -wi^a. See hygro- and -oma.

hygrometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

humidity of the atmosphere.— Compounded of

hygro- and Gk. [i^xpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

hygrometry, n., that branch of physics which

deals with humidity (esp. with that of the at-

mosphere). — Compounded of hygro- and Gk.

-fjtsTpia, fr. [iSTpov, 'measure'. See -metry.

Derivatives: hygrometr-ic, adj., hygrometr-ic-al-

ly, adv.

hygroscope, n., an instrument showing variations

in the humidity of the atmosphere. — Com-
pounded ofhygro- and Gk. -CTx67ttov, fr. oxoTrsTv,

'to look at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivative: hygroscop-ic, adj.

hygrotropism, n. — Coined by Theodore Horace

Savory on analogy of heliotropism, etc. See

hygro-, trope and -ism.

Hyksos, n. pi, a dynasty of Egyptian Kings

called the Shepherd Kings.— Gk. 'Txaco?, 'shep-

herd kings', fr. Egypt. Hiq shasu, 'ruler of

nomads'.

hyl-, form of hylo- before a vowel.

Hyla, n., a genus of amphibians, the tree frog

or tree toad (zoot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. 6X7),

'wood, forest'. See hyle.

Hylas, n., a beautiful youth, companion of Her-

cules (Greek mythol.)— L. Hylds, fr. Gk. "TXa;,

prob. meaning 'of the woods', fr. Gk. uXt]. See

hyle.

hyle, n., matter, substance. — Gk. SXrj, 'wood,

forest, material, matter', of uncertain origin. Cp.

Hyla, Hylas, hylic, -yl, -ethyl, methylene, ylem.

hylic, adj., material, corporeal (philos.) — ML.
hylicus, fr. Gk. uXix6i;, 'pertaining to matter,

material', fr. uXn]. See prec. word and -ic

hylicism, n., materialism. — See hylic and -ism.

hylicist, n., a materialist. — See hylic and -ist.

hylo-, before a vowel hyl-, combining form mean-

ing l) wood, forest; 2) matter. — Gk. uXo-,

uX-, fr. 5Xr). See hyle.

Hylobates, n., the genus of the gibbons (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. OXoPanQi;, 'wood walker', which

is compounded of 6X1], 'wood' (see hylo-), and

PaTr)?, 'treading on', from the stem of paiveiv,

'to go, walk'. See -bates.

hylophagous, adj., eating wood (zool.) — Gk.

OXotpiyoi;, compounded of 6X>), 'wood' (see

hylo-), and -tpayoi;, 'eater of, from the stem of

9ayeiv, 'to eat'. See -phagous.

hylotheism, n., the doctrine that the material uni-

verse is God. — Compounded of hylo- and
theism, 'belief in a personal God'.

hylozoic, adj., pertaining to hylozoism'. — See

next word and -ic.

hylozoism, n., the doctrine that all life is derived

from matter.— Compounded ofhylo-, Gk. i^toif),

'life' (see zoo-) and suff. -ism.

hylozoist, n., a believer in hylozoism. — See prec,

word and -ist.

Derivatives: hylozoist-ic, adj., hylozoist-ic-al-ly.

adv.

hymen, n., the virginal membrane. — Gk. ujjltjv,

'skin, membrane', prob. fr. I.-E. *syu-men, lit.

'tie', hence cogn. with OI. syBman-, 'tie, band',

syHtdh, 'sewed', L. sua, suere, 'to sew', fr. I.-E.

base *syii, *su-, *siw, 'to sow'; see sew and cp.

suture, sutra. The word hymen orig. denoted

any membrane. In its present specific meaning

it was first used by Vesalius in 1550. Cp. hymn.

Derivative: hymen-al, adj., pertaining to the

hymen.

Hymen; n., the god of marriage in Greek mytho-

logy. — L. Hymen, fr. Gk. 'T(xr)v, fr. 'T|ji.-Jiv u,

'T[x£vai' &, etc., refrain of the song sung at the

marriages of the ancient Greeks. Cp. next word

and hymn.

hymen-, form of hymeno- before a vowel.

hymeneal, adj., pertaining to marriage.— Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L. hymenaeus, fr. Gk.

un£vaio?, 'wedding or bridal song', fr. 'Y|xe-

vaio?, an enlarged form of ' Y[ir]v, the godHymen

.

See prec. word.

hymeno-, before a vowel hymen-, combining form

meaning 'membrane'. — Gk. u[j.evo-, u(j.ev-, fr.

u(iY)v, gen. ufifvoi;, 'membrane'. See hymen,

'membrane'.

Hymenocallis, n., a genus of plants of the ama-

ryllis family (bot^ — ModL., compounded of

Gk. utiTjv, gen. u(ji.£vo?, 'membrane' and xoXXo?,

'beauty'. See hymen, 'membrane', and calo- and

cp. the second element in Hemerocallis.

Hymenophyllaceae, n. pi., the filmy fern family

(hot.) — ModL., formed fr. Hymenophyllum

with suff. -aceae.

hymenophyllaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Hymenophyllum, n., a genus of ferns (bot.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. u(i7)v, gen. ufxivoi;,

'membrane' and 9UXX0V, 'leaf. See hymen,

'membrane', and phyllo-.

Hymenoptera, n., the highest order of insects (en-

tomol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ufievoTrrepoi;, 'mem^

brane-winged', which is compounded of ujatjv,

gen. ujievo?, 'membrane', and TtTEpov, 'wing'

See hymen, 'membrane', and ptero-.

hymenopterous, adj., pertaining to the Hymen-
optera. — Gk. u(jiev67rrepo?, 'membrane-

winged'. See prec. word. For E. -ous, as equi-

valent to Gk. -OS, see -ous.
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hymn, n. — ME. ymne, fr. OF. ymne (F. hymne),

fr. L. hymnus, fr. Gk. u(xvo<;, 'a song in praise

of gods or heroes', orig. 'a wedding song', and

prob. rel. to 'T(j.y)v, 'the god of marriage'. See

Hymen and cp. Polyhymnia.

Derivatives : hymn, tr. and intr. v., hymn-al, adj.,

and n., hymn-ic, adj., hymn-ist, n.

hymnary, n., a hymnal. — ML. hymnarium, fr. L.

hymnus. See prec. word and subst. suff. -ary.

hymnody, n., i) singing of hymns; 2) hymns col-

lectively. — Gk. 6[ji.v<{>Sia, 'singing of hymns',

fr. 'j|j,vcoS6?, 'singing hymns', which is com-

pounded of u[j,voc, 'hymn', and wS^> 'song'. See

hymn and ode.

Derivative: hymnod-ist, n.

hymnographer, n., i) a writer of hymns; 2) one

who writes about hymns. — Formed with

agential suff. -er fr. Gk. 6[jLvoYpa9oi;, 'composer

of hymns', which is compounded of ujavo?,

'hymn', and -^pcf^oc,, fr. ypdccpEtv, 'to write'. See

hymn and -graph.

hymnography, n., 1) composition of hymijs;

writing about hymns. — See prec. word and

-graphy.

hymnology, n., i)the study of hymns; 2) the com-
position of hymns; 3) hymns collectively. —
Gk. ujivoXoyia, 'the singing of hymns', com-

pounded of Gk. ufxvoi;, 'hymn' (see hymno-),

and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in

a certain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)". See -logy.

Derivatives: hymnolog-ic, hymnolog-ic-al, adjs.,

hymnolog-ist, n.

hyo-, combining form denoting the hyoid bone

(anal.) — Fr. Gk. 60-, short for uosiStj!;. See

hyoid.

hyoid, adj., designating a bone at the base of the

tongue (anat. and zool.) — F. hyoide, fr. Gk.

uoeiSt;:;, 'shaped like the Greek letter I", which

stands for 'J-osiSt;; and is compounded of the

letter 1' and -oEiSrjc, 'like", fr. eTSo;, 'form,

shape": see -oid. The letter was called later u

psilon (lit. 'mere or simple y'). See ypsilon.

Derivative: hyoid, n., the hyoid bone.

hyoscine, hyoscin, n., a poisonous alkaloid (chem.)

— See Hyoscyamus and chem. suff. -in(e).

Hyoscyamus, n,, a genus of plants, the henbane

(bor.) — ModL., fr. Gk. uo<Txua[i,oc, 'henbane',

compounded of ij;, gen. uo?, 'hog, pig', which

is cogn. with L. sils (see sow, 'female pig"), and

of xJaLio;, 'bean', a word of foreign origin. The
name prop, means 'poisonous to swine'. Cp.

hyoscine.

hyp-, form of hypo- before a vowel.

hypaethral, hypethral, adj., open to the sky (ar-

chil.) — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. hypae-

thnis, fr. Gk. 0:Tai8poc, 'under the open sky',

which is formed fr. -j-o (see hypo) and aiSHjp,

'sky, ether'. See ether.

hypallage, n., a figure of speech which consists

in the reversion of the syntactic relation between

two words (rhel.)— L., fr. Gk. ujvaXXocYTj, 'inter-
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change, exchange, substitute', from the stem of

uKaXXaouciv, 'to exchange', which is formed fr.

uTTo (see hypo-), and S.Woc,, 'other'. See else and

cp. alio-, alias. Cp. also diallage, allagite.

hyper-, pref. of Greek origin, generally equivalent

to super- and over-. It usually denotes excess:

abnormal excess (in terms of medicine); ab-

normally great power of sensation (in terms of

physiology and pathology); the highest in a

series of compounds (chem.) Hyper- is the op-

posite of hypo-. — Gk. uTrcp-, fr. uirep, 'over,

above, beyond', cogn. with OI. updri, L. super,

'over, above, beyond', fr. I.-E. base *uper-,

*uperi-, 'over, above, beyond,' which is prop, a

comparative from base *upo-, 'from below;

turning upward, upward; up, over, beyond',

whence also Gk. utio, 'under'. See over and cp.

Hyperion, hypo-. Cp. also super-.

hyperacusis, n., an abnormally acute sense of

hearing (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. hyper-

and Gk. (xkouctk;, 'a hearing', fr. axouetv (for

*a)cou(iiEtv), 'to hear'. See acoustic and cp.

words there referred to.

hyperalgesia, hyperalgesis, n., an abnormally ex-

cessive sensitiveness to pain. — Medical L.,

formed fr. hyper- and Gk. (XXyrjun;, 'sense of

pain', fr. aXyEiv, 'to feel pain'. See -algia.

Derivative: hyperalges-ic, adj.

hyperbatic, adj., pertaining to hyperbaton. — Gk.

un;EpflaTL>i6<;, fr. uTrlpPaxov. See hyperbaton and

-ic.

hyperbaton, n., an inversion of the natural order

of words for the sake of emphasis {rhet.) — L.,

fr. Gk. 'jTOpPaTov, neut. of uTCEp^aToi;, 'trans-

posed", verbal adj. of uTreppaivEiv, 'to go over',

which is formed fr. uirsp (see hyper-) and pa£-

VELV, 'to go". See base, n.

hyperbola, n., one of the three conic sections

(geom.) — ModL., fr. Gk. uttepPoXtj, 'a throw-

ing beyond, overshooting; excess', fr. uTrsp-

piXXsiv, 'to throw over or beyond, overshoot;

to exceed', fr. {urcp (see hyper-) and piXXEiv,

'to throw, shoot"; see ballistic. The Pythago-

reans used the word 'jttepPoXt; if the base of a

figure, that was to be constructed so that it

should be equal in area to a given figure of dif-

ferent shape, 'exceeded' the base of the original

figure. Apollonius of Perga, 'the Great Geo-

meter', who lived in the 3rd cent. B.C.E., ap-

plied the term 'ji^z^'^okr, for the first time to de-

note the hyperbola (in his Conica, I, 12), in

reference to the circumstance that the square

on the ordinate is equal to a rectangle whose

height is equal to the abscissa, applied to the

parameter, but overlapping (lit. 'exceeding') it;

see parabola and cp. ellipse.

hyperbole, n., exaggeration {rhet^ — L., fr. Gk.

uTTEpPoXir;, 'excess, exaggeration'. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: hyperbol-ism, n., hyperbol-ist, n.,

hyperbol-ize, tr. and intr. v.

hyperbolic, hyperbolical, adj. — L. hyperbolicus
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fr. Gk. UTTEpPoXiKoq, 'excessive', fr. uTteppoX-y).

See prec. word and -ic.

Derivative : hyperbolic-al-ly, adv.

Hyperborean, n., a fabulous people living beyond

the north wind {Greek mythol.)— Late L. hyper-

borednus, fr. L. hyperboreus, fr. Gk. uTrepjiopeoi;,

'pertaining to the region far north', fr. imsp,

'over, beyond' (see hyper-) and popsai;, 'north

wind'. See Boreas.

hypercatalectic, adj., having an additional syl-

lable at the end of the verse (pros.) — Late L.

hypercatalecticus, fr. Gk. uTrepxaTaXrjXTOi;, 'left

off beyond', which is formed fr. uttep (see hy-

per-), and xaxaXTiYEiv, 'to leave off, stop'. See

catalectic.

hypercritic, n. — Compounded of hyper- and

critic.

Derivatives: hypercritic-al, adj., hypercritic-al-

ly, adv., hypercritic-ism, n., hypercritic-ize, tr.

and intr. v.

hyperdimensional, adj., pertaining to a space of

more than three dimensions. — A hybrid coined

fr. Gk. uTtsp, 'over, beyond', L. dimensio, 'mea-

suring' and L. suff. -alls; see hyper-, dimension

and adj. suff. -al. The correct form would be

superdimensional, in which both elements and

the suff. are of the same (i.e. Latin) origin.

hyperemia, hyperaemia, n., increase of blood in

any part (med.)— Medical L., formed fr. hyper-

and Gk. <x\\j.ol, 'blood'. See hemal and -ia.

Hypericaceae, n. pi., the St.-John's-wort family

(bot.)— ModL., formed fr. Hypericus with suff.

-aceae.

hypericaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

Hypericum, n., a genus of plants, the St.-John's-

wort (bot.) — L., fr. Gk. uTrspsixov, uTtEpixov,

'St.-John's-wort', which is compounded of utto,

'under, among' and ipEixr), ^ptxT), 'heath,

heather'. See hypo- and Erica.

Hyperion, n., a Titan, the son of Uranus and

Gaea; identified later with Apollo (Greek my-

thol.) — L. Hyperion, fr. Gk. 'TnEpftov, lit. 'he

who looks from above', fr. UTt^p, 'above'. See

hyper-.

hyperkinesia, hyperkinesis, n., abnormally exces-

sive muscular movement (med.) — ModL.,

formed fr. hyper- and tLtvrpiq, 'movement', fr.

xiveTv, 'to move'. See kinesis.

hypermeter, n., a hypercatalectic line (pros.) —
Gk. uTripiiETpo;, 'going beyond the meter,

beyond measure', fr. uTiip, 'over, beyond', and

jjL^Tpov, 'measure'. See hyper- and meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm', and cp. next word.

Derivatives: hypermetr-ic, hypermetr-ic-al, adjs.

hypermetropia, n., farsightedness, the opposite of

myopia. — Medical L., compounded of Gk.

u7r£p(XETpo?, 'beyond measure', and &\, gen.

<07r6?, 'eye'. See prec. word and -opia.

Derivative: hypermetrop-ic, adj.

hyperopia, n., hypermetropia (med.) — Medical

L., formed fr. hyper- and Gk. &if, gen. (I>k6c,

'eye'. See -opIa and cp. prec. word.

Derivative: hyperop-ic, adj.

hyperosmia, n., an abnormally acute sense of

smell {psychoid — ModL., formed fr. hyper-,

Gk. oajxY), 'smell, odor' (see osmium), and suff.

-ia. Cp. hyposmia.

Derivative: hyperosm-ic, adj.

hyperostosis, n., outgrowth of bony tissue (med.)

— Medical L., formed fr. hyper-, Gk. octteov,

ooToOv, 'bone' (see osteo-), and suff. -osis. Cp.

ostosis and words there referred to.

hypersensitive, adj., excessively sensitive (med.)

— A hybrid coined fr. Gk. uttep (see hyper) and

sensitive, a word of Latin origin. The correct

form would be supersensitive, in which both

elements are of Latin origin.

Derivative: hypersensitive-ness, n.

hypcrspace, n., a space of more than three di-

mensions. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. utt^p (see

hyper-) and space (fr. L. spatium). The correct

form would be superspace, in which both ele-

ments are of Latin origin.

hypertrophy, n., excessive development of an

organ (med.)— Medical L. hypertrophia, formed

fr. hyper- and Gk. -Tpo9£a, fr. -zpofiii, 'food,

nourishment'. See trophic and cp. atrophy,

dystrophy.

Derivatives: hypertrophy, intr. v., hypertroph-ic,

hypertrophi-ed, adjs.

hypha, n., one of the threadlike elements in the

shallus of a fungus (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

ucpTj, 'web', which is rel. to Otpo;, 'web', uipaivEiv,

'to weave', fr. I.-E. base *webh-, 'to weave',

whence also OE. wefan, 'to weave'. See weave.

hypheme, n., a hyphened compound word. —
Coined fr. hyph(en) and (phon)eme.

hyphen, n., a short line (-) joining parts of a word.

— L., fr. Gk. ucpEv, 'together, in one, as a single

word', fr. 69' hi, which stands for ij7t6 hi, lit.,

'under one'. For the first element see hypo-;

for hi which is the neut. of eI?, 'one', see heno-.

Derivatives: hyphen, tr. v., hyphen-ate, tr. v.,

adj. and n., hyphen-at-ed, adj., hyphen-ic, adj.,

hyphen-ism, n., hyphen-ize, tr. v., hyphen-iz-

ation, n.

hypn-, form of hypno- before a vowel.

hypnagogic, adj., inducing sleep.— Compounded

of hypn-, Gk. aywyA;, 'leading' (see -agogue),

and sufT. -ic.

bypnic, adj., inducing sleep. — Gk. uttvixoi;, 'per-

taining to sleep', fr. uttvo;. See hypno- and -ic.

Derivative: hypnic, n., a soporific.

hypno-, before a vowel hypn-, combining form

meaning 'sleep'. — Gk. utwo-, uttv-, fr. (Ittvoi;,

'sleep', which stands for *sup-no-s and is cogn.

with 01. svdpnah, 'sleep, dream', L. somnus (for

*swepnos or *swopnos), 'sleep'. See somnolent and

cp. Hypnos.

hypnoid,adj.,resemblinghypnosis.— Compound-
ed of hypn- and Gk. -oeiSr)?, 'like', fr. eISo?,

'form, shape'. See -oid.

hypnology, n., the study of (hypnotic) sleep. —
Coined by James Braid (1795-1861) fr. hypno-



hypnophobia

and -Xofia,, fr. -X6yoi;, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: hypnolog-ic, hypnolog-ic-al, adjs.,

hypnolog-ist, n.

hypnophobia, n., a morbid fear of falling asleep.

— Compounded of hypno- and Gk. -(po^ia,

'fear of, fr. 96^0?, 'fear'. See -phobia.

Hypnos, Hypnus, n., the god of sleep in Greek

mythology; identified with Somnus. — Gk.

"Tttiio?, personification of Gtivo?, 'sleep'. See

hypno-.

hypnosis, n. — ModL., coined fr. Gk. uttvouv,

'to put to sleep', and suif. -osis. Gk. ijrvoOv

derives fr. Otcvo?, 'sleep'. See hypno- and cp.

hypnotism.

hypnotic, adj.— L. hypnoticus, fr. Gk. 6irvo>Tix6i;,

'inclined to sleep', fr. utwoOv, 'to put to sleep',

fr. Gjcto;, 'sleep'. See hypno- and -otic.

Derivatives: hypnotic, n., hypnotic-al-ly, adv.

hypnotism, n. — Coined by James Braid of

Manchester (1795-1861) fr. hypnotic and suff.

-ism. Cp. hypnosis.

hypnotist, n. — Coined fr. hypnotic and suff. -ist.

Derivative: hypiwtist-ic, adj.

hypnotize, tr. v. — Coined fr. hypnotic and suff.

-ize.

Derivatives: hypnotiz-ation, n., hypnotiz-er, n.

hypo, n., sodium hyposulfite. — Short for hypo-

sulfite.

hypo-, before a vowel hyp-, suff. of Greek origin

generally equivalent to sub- and under-. It

unites the following meanings: under, below,

in a lower position; in a lesser degree: slightly,

gradually, somewhat; secretly. In terms of medi-

cine it is used to denote an abnormal decrease;

in psychology it expresses a deficient power of
sensation; in chemistry it indicates the lowest of
a series of compounds.— Gk. utio-, \m-, fr. U7r6,

'under, below, from below', cogn. with OI. itpa,

'near, under, up to, on', L. sub (for *sup-),

'under'. See sul>- and cp. hyper-. Cp. also hyphen,

hypsi-, anthypophora.

hypocaust, n., space in the floor of a building in

an ancient Roman house filled with hot air

from the furnace. — L. hypocaustum, fr. Gk.
uTOxauCTTov, lit. 'burnt below', which is formed

fr. U7t6 (see hypo-) and neut. of xauCTT6<;, 'burnt',

verbal adj. of xatsiv (for *xaf-ieiv), 'to bum'.

See caustic

Hypochaeris, n., a genus of plants, the cat's ear

{bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. uitoxoipti;, 'swine's

succory', which is formed fr. U7r6 (see hypo-) and

XoTpoc, 'young pig'. See -choerus.

hypochondria, n., morbid depression of spirits,

melancholy (med.) — L. hypochondria, gen.

-drum, 'the soft part of the body from the ribs

to the groin, the abdomen', fr. Gk. uTrox^vSpia,

of s.m., prop. neut. pi. of the adjective u7to-

X^vSpio?, 'that which is below the cartilage (of

the breastbone)', formed fr. dni (see hypo-) and
x6vSpo<;, 'granule, gristle, cartilage'. See grind.
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gristle. The abdomen was thought to be the

seat of hypochondria, whence the name of this

morbid condition.

hypochondriac, adj., and n. — F. hypochondria-

que, fr. ML. hypochondriacus, fr. Gk. xmoxov-

8piax6i;, 'pertaining to the abdomen', fr. utto-

X^vSpia. See prec. word.

Derivative: hypochondriac-al, adj.

hypocoristic, adj., pertaining to pet names; en-

dearing. — Gk. 67roxopiCTTix6i;, 'pertaining to a

pet name, diminutive', fr. uTcoxopi^etrfl-ai, 'to call

by a pet name', lit. 'to use childish language',

formed fr. 07r6 (see hypo-) and xopl^ea&ai, 'to

caress', fr. x6pos (for *x6pf0?), 'a child', which

derives fr. I.-E. base *ker-, 'to grow'. See create

and cp. Cora, Corinna.

hypocrisy, n. — ME. ipocrisie, fr. OF. ypocrisie,

ff. Eccles. L. hypocrisis, fr. Gk. uTrAxpidi?, 'an

acting on the stage; hypocrisy', from the stem

of uTCoxptvsa^ai, 'to answer, pretend, play a

part', fr. utio (see hypo-) and xpfveadott, 'to dis-

pute', middle voice of xptveiv, 'to judge'. F.

hypocrisie and E. hypocrisy have been refash-

ioned after the Latin form of the word. See

critic and cp. words there referred to.

hypocrite, n. — ME. ipocrite, ypocrite, fr. OF.
ipocrite, ypocrite (F. hypocrite), fr. Eccles. L.

hypocrita, fr. Gk. uTroxpi-rrii;, 'an actor, pre-

tender, hypocrite', fr. uTroxptveo^ai. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: hypocritic-al, adj., hypocritic-al-ly,

adv.

hypoderma, n., a tissue of cells beneath the epi-

dermis (bot.) — Medical L., formed fr. hypo-

and Gk. Sfpfia, 'skin'. See derma.

hypodermic, adj., pertaining to the parts under

the skin. — See prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: hypodermic, n., a hypodermic in-

jection, hypodermic-al-ly, adv.

hypodermis, n., the layer of tissue that lies be-

neath the cuticle of arthropods {zool.) —
Medical L. See hypoderma.

hypogastric, adj., pertaining to the lower part of

the abdomen (anat.) — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. Gk. uTTOYaoTpioi;, 'pertaining to the lower

belly', fr. U7t6 (see hypo-) and yaaT7)p, gen.

Ya<jTp6i;, 'belly'. See gastric and cp. epigastric,

mesogastric.

hypogastrium, n., the lower part of the abdomen
(anat.)— Medical L., fr. Gk. urcoYaoTpiov, 'the

lower belly (from the navel downward)', prop,

neut. of the adjective uTroyaoTpio?, 'pertaining

to the lower belly', used as a noun. See prec.

word and cp. epigastrium, mesogastrium.

hypogeal, hypogean, adj., subterranean. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al, resp. -an, fr. Gk. yij.

'earth'. See geo-.

hypogene, adj., formed beneath the earth's sur-

face.— Formed fr. hypo- and -gene. Cp. epigene.

hypogeous, adj., subterranean. — L. hypogius,

fr. Gk. ujtAveio?, 'underground, subterranean',

which is formed fr. utio- (see hypo-) and Gk.
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vaTa, YT), 'earth'. Cp. next word. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to Gk. -01;, see suff. -ous.

hypogeum, hypogaeum, n., the underground part

of a building (ancient archit.) — L., fr. Gk.

i-n:6yei.o(;, OTTOYaio;, 'underground, subterra-

nean'. See prec. word.

hypoglossitis, n., inflammation of parts under the

tongue (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. next

word with suff. -itis.

hyiK^lossus, n., the hypoglossal nerve (anat.) —
Medical L., lit. 'that which is under the tongue',

incorrect formation fr. hypo- and Gk. YXcbaua,

'tongue' ; see gloss, 'interpretation'. The correct

form would have been hypoglotticus, fr. Gk.

YXwTTixi?, 'pertaining to the tongue', fr. yXwr-

Ta, yXoJijaa, 'tongue'.

Derivative: hypogloss-al, adj.

hypophosphate, n., a salt of hypophosphoric acid

(chem.) — Formed fr. hypo- and phosphate.

hypophosphite, n., a salt of hypophosphorous

acid (chem.) — Formed fr. hypo- and phosphite.

hypophosphoric, adj., pertaining to the acid

H4P2OJ (chem.) — Formed fr. hypo- and

phosphoric.

hypophosphorous, adj., pertaining to the acid

H3PO2 (chem.) — Formed fr. hypo- and phos-

phorous.

hypophyge, n., a hoUow molding, esp. beneath

Doric capitals (archit.) — ModL., fr. Gk. uno-

(puY^i, lit. 'refuge', from the stem of utto^suyeiv,

'to withdraw', lit. 'to flee from under', fr. uird

(see hypo-) and cpeuYeiv, 'to flee', which is cogn.

with L. fugere, 'to flee'. See fugitive.

hypophysis, n., l) the pituitary body (anat.); 2) a

part of the embryo (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

671690(111;, 'offshoot, outgrowth', fr. un6 (see

hypo-) and 90011;, 'nature, natural growth'. See

physio- and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: hypophysi-al, adj.

hypopituitarism, n., diminished activity of the

pituitary body (med.) — Formed fr. hypo-,

pituitary and suff. -ism.

Hypopitys, n., a genus of parasitic plants of the

Indian-pipe family (bot.) — ModL., lit. '(grow-

ing) under pine trees', fr. hypo- and Gk. nlroi;,

'pine tree'. See pituitary.

byposcope, n., a form of altiscope, attached to a

rifle or the like. — Formed fr. hypo- and Gk.

-(jx67rtov, fr. crxoTreTv, 'to look at, examine'. See

-scope.

hyposmia, n., a weakening of the sense of smell

(med.) — Medical L., formed fr. hypo- and Gk.

6a(iT], 'smell, odor'. See osmium and cp. hyper-

osmia.

hypostasis, n., substance, reality (philos.) — L.,

fr. Gk. 67t6aTaai?, 'substance, subsistence,

imderlying nature, essence', from the stem of

u<pt<iTao&at, 'to stand imder, subsist', which is

formed fr. U7t6 (see hypo-) and UaTao^ai, 'middle

voice of [ordcvai, 'to cause to stand'. See state

and cp. substance, subsistence.

hypostatic, hypostatica], adj., pertaining to a

hypostasis. — Gk. UTtoaTaTixd?, fr. im6csTa.ai<;.

See prec. word and static.

Derivatives: hypostatical-ly, adv., hypostat-ize,

tr. v., hypostat-iz-ation, n.

hypostyle, adj., having pillars to support.the roof

(archit.) — Gk. xmoavSKoc,, 'resting on pillars',

formed fr. U7r6 (see hypo-) and cttOXo;, 'pillar'.

See style, 'gnomon'.

hyposulfite, n., i) a thiosulfate; 2) a salt of hypo-

sulfurous acid (chem.) — Formed fr. hypo-

and sulfite.

hyposulfurous, adj., pertaining to or designating

a dibasic acid, HjSjOi (chem.) — Formed fr.

hypo- and sulfurous.

hypotaxis, n., dependence (esp. of clauses) (gram.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. ti7r6Ta5ii;, 'subjection',

Ut. 'a placing under', from the stem of Otto-

xdicaciv, 'to place under', which is formed fr. \)-k6

(see hypo-) and Tdccujetv, 'to arrange, array,

post, place, appoint'. See taxis and cp. para-

taxis.

hypotenuse, n., the side of a right-angled triangle

opposite the right angle. — F. hypotenuse, fr.

L. hypotenUsa, fr. Gk. ujroTsivouoa [short for

^ T7)v 6p&'r)V YtJ^'^v UTTOTsivouaa TtXsupii, 'the

side subtending (lit. 'stretching under') the

right angle'], fem. of uttoteivcov, pres. part, of

uTtoTsivsiv, 'to stretch under, subtend', fr. utc6

(see hypo-) and Tetvsiv, 'to stretch', which is

cogn. with L. tendere, 'to stretch'. See tend, 'to

move in a certain direction', and cp. words

there referred to.

hypothec, n., security given to a creditor over a

debtor's property without transfer of possession

or title (law). — F. hypothique, fr. Late L. hypo-

theca, fr. Gk. uTCo&yjxy), 'a deposit, pledge,

mortgage', from the stem of uTroTi&evai, 'to put

under, lay down, pledge', which is formed fr.

U7c6 (see hypo-) and Ti^svai, 'to put, place'.

See thesis.

hypothecary, adj., pertaining to a hypothec. —
Late L. hypothicdrius, 'pertaining to a hypo-

thec', fr. hypotheca. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ary.

hypothecate, tr. v., to pledge as security without

transferring possession or title; to mortgage. —
ML. hypothecdtus, pp. of hypothecdre, 'to

pledge', fr. Late L. hypotheca. See hypothec and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: hypothecation (q.v.), hypothecat-

or, n.

hypothecation, n. — ML. hypothecatio, gen. -onis,

fr. hypothecdtus, pp. of hypothecare. See prec.

word and -ion.

hypothesis, n., a supposition. — ModL., fr. Gk.

uTt69«oii;, 'foundation, supposition', lit. 'a

placing under', from the stem of uTvoTi^^at,

'to put under, lay down', fr. \m6 (see hypo-) and

TiAbiax, 'to put, place'. See thesis.

hypothesize, intr. and tr. v. — Formed from prec.

word with suff. -ize.

hypothetical, hypothetic, adj. — L. hypotheticus.



Hypoxis

fr. Gk. uTTo^nxo;, 'hypothetical', fr. uTrofteTO?,

verbal adj. of urcoTtS^svat. See hypothesis and
-ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: hypothetical-ly, adv.

Hypoxis, n., a genus of plants, the star grass

(60/.) — ModL., coined fr. hyp- and Gk. o^u?,

'sharp' (see oxy-); so called in allusion to the

base of the capsule.

hypsi-, before a vowel hyps-, combining form

meaning 'on high'. — Gk. u<{'^-> ^'^-> from u4'i,

'alcft, on high', which stands for Q7r-crt, is rel.

to flt}'^? (f°r (i7T-ao<;), 'height', and cogn. with

L. sus (for *sup-s) in the expression susque deque,

'both up and down', and with Olr. os. Has (for

*oup-su-), 'above, over', Qasal (for *oup-selo-),

'high, noble', OSlav. vysokii (for *up-soko-),

'high'. All these words are ult. cogn. with Gk.
U7r6,' under', L. sub, of s.m. See hypo- and cp.

hypso". Cp. also the second element in duni-

wassal.

hypso-, combining form denoting height. — Gk.
u^io-, from \i<\)oc„ 'height'. See hypsi-.

hypsography, n., a scientific description of the

form of the earth's surface. — Compounded of

hypso- and Gk. -Ypa9ia, fr. Ypa<peiv, 'to write'.

See -graphy.

Derivatives: hypsograph-ic, hypsograph-ic-al,

adjs.

hypsometer, n., an instrument for measuring alti-

tudes. — Compounded of hypso- and Gk.

[iixpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

hypsometry, n., the measuring of altitudes. —
See prec. word and -metry.

Derivatives: hypsometr-ic, hypsomelr-ic-al,a<i}S.,

hypsometr-ic-al-ly, adv., hypsometr-ist, n.

hypsophobia, n., a morbid fear of high places. —
Compounded of hypso- and Gk. -90^15, 'fear

of, fr. <p6po5, 'fear'. See -phobia.

hypsophyil, n., a leaf below the sphorophylls

{bot.) — ModL. hypsophyllum, lit. 'high leaf,

formed fr. hypso- and Gk. 9UXX0V, 'leaf. See

phyllo- and cp. cataphyil, sporophyll. ModL.
hypsophyllum is prop, a loan translation of G.

Hochblatt, fr. hoch, 'high', and Blatt, 'leaf.

Derivative: hypsophyll-wy, adj.

Hyracoidea, n. pi., an order of ungulates (zool.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. (ipa^, 'shrew

mouse' and -oeiStji;, 'like', fr. eISo?, 'form,

shape'. See next word and -oid.

byrax, n., any animal of the genus Procavia. —
Gk. {jpa5, 'shrewmouse', for *surak-s, cogn.

with L. sorex (for *swdrak-s), of s.m. See Sorex.

byson, n., a kind of China tea. — Chin, hsi-chun,

lit. 'blooming spring'.

hyssop, n., name of a plant.— ME. ysope, fr. OF.
(= F.) hysope, hyssope, fr. L. hysopus, hyssopus,

fr. Gk. uaiT<o7roi;, an aromatic plant, fr. Heb.

ezSbh, 'hyssop', which is rel. to Akkad. zupu,

Syr. zuphd, Arab. zQfd, Ethiop. azobh, of s.m.

Hyssopus, n., a genus of plants of the mint family

(bot.) — L. See hyssop.

hyster-, form of hystero- before a vowel.
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hysterectomy, n., excision of the uterus (surg.)—
Compounded of hyster- and Gk. -exxofiia, 'a

cutting out of, fr. eKTojiyj, 'a cutting out, ex-

cision'. See -ectomy.

hysteresis, n., the lagging in the magnetic force

behind the magnetizing force {magnetism). —
Gk. uaTspTjCTii;, 'shortcoming, deficiency', fr.

uCTTspetv, 'to be behind, come late, lag', fr.

uCTTspov, 'later'. See hystcron proteron.

hysteria, n.— Medical L., fr. Gk. uCTxIpa, 'womb',

which is rel. to fiaTpo? (Hesychius), 'belly,

womb', and cogn. with Maced. oSspoi; (Hesy-

chius), of s.m., 01. uddram, 'belly', L. uterus,

'womb'; see uterus and -ia. Hysteric distur-

bances, which most frequently occur in women,
were ascribed erroneously to the influence of

the womb and were for this reason called hys-

teria, 'disease of the womb'.

hysteric, more frequently hysterica], adj. — L.

hystericus, fr. Gk. uaTspiKo;, 'pertaining to the

womb', fr. uaT^pa. See prec. word and -ic, resp.

also -al.

Derivatives: hysteric, n., hysterics, n. pi., hys-

teric-al-ly, adv.

hysteritis, n., inflammation of the womb (med.)

— Medical L., formed with sufT. -itis fr. Gk.

uCTTEpa, 'womb'. See hysteria.

hystero-, before a vowel hyster-, combining form

denoting l) the womb; 2) hysteria. — See

hysteria.

hysteron proteron, a figure in which the order of

words, phrases, or clauses is reversed (rhet.) —
Late L., fr. Gk. uaxcpov, Tvpoxepov, 'the latter

(is put) as the former'. Gk. OciTEpov is neut.

of (JcTEpo?, for L-E. *ud-tero-s (whence also OI.

uttdrah, 'the higher, upper, latter, later'), which

is formed fr. base *ud-, 'up, out, away', with corn-

par, suflf. *-ter. See out and -ther and cp. the first

element in Hystrix. For the etymology oi pro-

teron see protero-.

hysteropexy, n., the operation of fixing the uterus

to the wall of the abdomen (surg.) — Medical

L. hysteropexia, compounded of hystero- and

Gk. Ttij^K;, 'a making firm, fastening', which

derives from the stem of TOiyvuvai, 'to join,

make firm'. See -pexy.

hysterotomy, n. (surg.), i) the Caesarian section;

2) the operation of cutting into the uterus. —
Compounded of hystero- and Gk. -ToiiiS, 'a

cutting of, fr. TOfiY], 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

Hystrix, n., a genus of porcupines (zool.) — L.,

fr. Gk. uaxpi^, 'porcupine', which is of un-

certain origin. It is perh. compounded of u<t-,

'upward, up to', fr. L-E. "ud-, 'up' (whence also

Gk. Go-TEpoi;, 'the latter', see hysteron proteron),

and -^pi?, gen. Tpixo?, 'hair' (see tricho-). Ac-

cordingly Gk. OdTpi^ would lit. mean 'having the

hair turned upward'.

Hystrix, n., a genus of plants, the bottle brush

grass (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. uaxpi?, 'porcu-

pine' (see prec. word); so called in allusion to

the bristly spikes.

I

I, pers. pron. — ME. ich, i, fr. OE. ic, rel. to OS.,

OFris., Du. ik, ON. ek, Norw. eg, Dan. jeg,

Swed. jag, OHG. ih, MHG., G. ich, Goth, ik,

T, and cogn. with OL ahdm, Avestic az'm,

OPers. adam, Hitt. Hk, Arm. es, Gk. lyu, dial.

Gk. eytov, L. ego, VL. eo (whence It. io. Rum.
eu, OF. /oh, F. ye, OProveng., Catal., Port, eu,

Sp. yo), OSlav. azU, jazii, Russ., Pol., Czech,

Slovak /fl, OLith. es, Lith. as, Lett, es, OPruss. as,

T. Cp. ego, egoism, egotism.

i-, pref. representing in-, 'not', before gn in

words of Latin origin, as in ignore.

-ia, suff. used to form i) names of countries;

2) names of diseases; 3) names of alkaloids;

4) names of flowers from the name of the dis-

coverer or introducer. — L. -ia, or Gk. -ta,

usually forming abstract nouns of feminine

gender. L. -ia and Gk. -la are compounded of

a thematic or connective i, resp. i, and the fem.

suff. -a, resp. -a.

-ia, pi. suff". used to form names of classes and

orders in botany and zoology. — 1) L. -ia, pi.

su(T. of nouns ending in the sing, in -ium or -e;

i) Gk. -la, pi. suff. of nouns ending in the sing,

in -lov. L. -ia and Gk. -ta are compounded of a

thematic or connective /, resp. t, and the neut.

pi. suff. -a, resp. -a.

-iai, suff. forming English adjectives from Latin

adjectives in -is or ius. — L. -idlis (neut. -idle)

which consists of a thematic or connective ( and

suff". -dlis (see adj. suff. -al). Cp. e.g. E. celest'mX

formed fr. L. caelestis, 'heavenly', and E. sena-

torial, formed fr. L. sendtorius, etc.

iamb, n., a metrical foot consisting of a short

syllable followed by a long one (pros.) — F.

iambe, fr. L. iambus, fr. Gk. loc^il^oq, which is a

loan word of pre-Hellenic origin. See Frisk,

GEW., 1, p. 704 s.v. iy.y.^0!;. Cp. the second

element in choliamb, choriamb, galliambic. For

the form and meaning of the word iata.po; cp.

8r{>'Jpa|ipo? and ^piy.[L^oc, (see dithyramb,

triumph).

iambic, adj., pertaining to, or made up of, iambs;

n., i) an iamb; 2) an iambic. — F. iambique, fr.

L. iambicus, fr. Gk. latfipixo;, fr. tajiPoc. See

prec. word and -ic.

iambus, n., an iamb. — L. iambus. See iamb.

-ian, suff.; used to form adjectives from PN.'s

and—to a lesser degree—from common nouns.

— L. -idnus (directly, or through the medium
of F. -ien); it consists of the vowel / (which

may be thematic or connective) and suff. -anus.

See -an.

lapetus, n., one of the Titans, son of Uranus and

Ge, and father of Atlas, Prometheus, Epi-

metheus and Menoetius (Greek mylhol.) — L.,

fr. Gk. 'li-KETOz, which is perh. of Sem. origin

and rel. to Heb. Yepheth, name of the youngest

of the three sons of Noah; see Japheth. See

D. S. Margoliouth in Hastings, Dictionary of

the Bible, II, p. 549.

-iasis, suff., used to indicate i) a process (as in

odontiasis); 2) a morbid condition (as in ele-

phantiasis). — Medical L., fr. Gk. -iaai;,

formed from the aorist of verbs ending in -laco,

which often express bodily or mental disease.

Cp. e.g. Xapuyyiiiw, 'I have a sore throat',

oSovTiaco, 'I have toothache'.

iatric, also iatrical, adj., medical.— Gk. laTptx6(;,

'healing', fr. ESTpo;, 'physician', fr. laai^ai, 'to

heal', which prob. stands for *iaateCT{^at and

is rel. to iaiveiv (for *ECTavtEi.v), 'to refresh,

invigorate*, fr. I.-E. base *eis-, 'to set in quick

motion', whence also Gk. kpo?, 'holy, sacred',

orig. 'filled with (divine) force', and prop, iden-

tical with hp6c„ 'strong, lively, active, quick,

swift'. See hiero- and -ic and cp. ire. Cp. also

Jasione, Jason, 'leader of the Argonauts', the

first element in Jatropha and the second element

in pediatric.

-iatrics, combining form denoting 'treatment of

disease', as in geriatrics, gyniatrics. — Gk.

iaxpixT) (scil. ziyyrX 'surgery, medicine'. See

prec. word and -ics.

iatro-, combining form meaning 1) physician;

2) medicine. — Gk. EaTpo-, fr. tarpoi;, 'physi-

cian'. See iatric.

iatrology, n., the study of medicine. — Com-
pounded of iatro- and Gk. -Xoytx, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

-iatry, combining form meaning 'medical treat-

ment'. — F. -iatrie, fr. Gk. EaTpEia, 'healing,

medical treatment", fr. Eaxpoc;, 'physician',

(whence also EaTpe-kiv, 'to treat medically').

See iatric.

Iberia, n., the ancient name of the Spanish pen-

insula. — L. Hiheria, Iberia, 'Spain', prop,

'country of the Hiberes or lheres\ fr. Gk.

"I37;pe£, 'the Spaniards', also name of an ancient

Asiatic people near the Caucasus. Cp. next

word.

Derivatives: Iberi-an, adj. and n.

Iberis, n., candytuft. — L. (quoted by Pliny), fr.

Gk. Epr;pi;, 'pepperwort', lit. 'the Iberian plant',

fr. ''I[ir;pEc. See prec. word.

ibex, n., the wild goat of the Alps. — L. ibex,

'a kind of goat, chamois', loan word fr. an

I.-E. language spoken in the Alps.

ibklem, adv., in the same place. — L., formed fr.

ibi, 'there', and the particle of identity -dem.

The adv. ibi is rel. to Umbr. ife, 'there, thither',

and cogn. withOI. i-hd, Avestic ida, 'here', Gk.

EftaycvTji;, 'native, lawfully begotten, legitimate'
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(lit. 'here born'). All these words derive fr.

I.-E. *i-dha, *i-dhe, from the pronominal base

*/- ; see idem and cp. the second element in alibi

;

cp. also ubiety. The particle -dem in ibidem

derives fr. I.-E. *d^; see de- and cp. tandem.

-ibility, subst. suff. expressing ability, capacity,

fitness. — L. -fbilitas, forming nouns from ad-

jectives ending in -tbilis. See -ible and -ity and

cp. -ability.

ibis, n., a large wading bird. — L. ibis, fr. Glc.

ipi;, fr. Egypt, hib.

-ible, adj. suflf. expressing ability, capacity, fit-

ness. — L. -ibilis or -ibilis (either directly or

through the medium of F. -ible), compounded
of f (stem vowel of the 4th conjugation), resp. i

(stem vowel of the 3rd conjugation) and -bills.

See -ble and cp. -able.

-ic, adj. suff. meaning 'pertaining to; of the

nature of. It is still in use to form adjectives

i) from PN.'s (as in Slavonic, Napoleonic, etc.);

2) from nouns ending in -ist (see -istic). In chem-

istry, suif. -ic is used to denote a higher valence

of the element indicated in the adjective than is

expressed by suff. -ous. Cp. nitric acid (HNO3
with nitrous ocW(HNO2).— 1) Glc. -1x6? : either

directly, or through the medium of L. -icus, or

through the medium of F. -ique and L. -icus. —
2) L. -icus, a native suif. (as in civicus, classicus):

either directly (as in civic) or through the me-

dium of F. -ique (as in classic). Cp. subst. suff.

-ic and suff. -atic.

-ic, subst. suff. used to form names of arts and

sciences (as music, logic, rhetoric). — Gk. -ixtj

(short for -ikt) -rix^r), 'the art of), fern, of -1x6?.

Cp. e.g. E. music, fr. Gk. (xouatx'j) (scil. t^x'^''1)>

lit. 'musical art'. See adj. suff. -ic. Another way
of forming names of arts and sciences in Greek
was to use -ixi, the neut. pi. ending of adjec-

tives in -ixo?; see -ics.

-ical, adj. suff. compounded of the suffixes -ic

and -al.

Icarian, adj., pertaining to Icarus. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. L. Icarius, fr. Gk. 'Ixapio;, 'of

Icarus', fr. "Ixapo?. See next word.

Icarus, n., the son of Daedalus {Greek mythai.)—
L. Icarus, fr. Gk. "Ixapoi;, 'Icarus', a name of un-

certain origin.

ice, n. — ME. is, fr. OE. is, rel. to ON. iss, OS.,

OFris., MLG., OHG., MHG. is, Dan., Swed.

is, Du. ijs, G. Eis. Outside Teut. cp. Avestic

isav-, 'frosty', aexa-, 'ice', Afghanic asai, 'frost'.

Cp. iceberg, icicle, Isold.

Derivatives: ice, adj. and tr. v.. ic-ing, n., icy

(q.v.)

-ice, suff. forming concrete and abstract nouns.

— ME. -ice, -ise, fr. OF. (F.) -ice fr. L. -itium (as

precipice, fr. OF. precipice, fr. L. praecipitium;

hospice, fr. OF. hospice, fr. L. hospitium). Cp.
the next two suffixes and subst. suff. -ise,

-ice, suff. forming nouns denoting dependence,

attachedness.— OF., F. -ice, fr. L. -icius, -itius (as

novice, fr. OF. novice, fr. L. novicius, novHius).

-ice, suff. forming abstract nouns denoting quali-

ty, condition or fltnction, — OF., F. -ice, fr. L.

-itia (as avarice, fr. OF. avarice, fr. L. avaritia).

iceberg, n., a floating mass of ice. — Fr. Du. ijs-

berg (lit. 'mountain of ice'), with substitution

of E. ice for Du. ys (see ice); cp. Dan. isbjerg,

Swed., Norw. isberg, G. Eisberg. For the ety-

mology of the second element of these words
see borough and cp. barrow, 'mound'.

icebone, n., the aitchbone. — Rel. to OS., MLG.
isben, Dan. isben, MDu. Isebeen, Du. gsbeen,

OHG. ispein (G. Eisbeiri). The first element

in these compoimd words is borrowed fr. L.

ischia (pL), fr. Gk. to iayiii, pi. of to iTfio-i,

'the hip joint'. See sciatic. For the second

element in icebone see bone.

Icerya, n., a genus of scale insects (entomol.)-

— ModL., of unknown origin.

ichneumon, n., i) the mongoose; 2) the ichneu-

mon fly. — L., fr. Gk. [xveu(x<ov, lit. 'tracker',

fr. lyytxitv), 'to track, trace, hunt', fr. tyyoc,,

'track, footprint' (see ichno-); so called because

it digs up the eggs of the crocodile.

ichnite, n., a fossil footprint {paleontol.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. Xyyoc,,

'track, footprint'. See ichno-.

ichno-, combining form meaning 'track, trace,

footprint'. — Gk. lyy^-, fr. txvoi;, 'trace, foot-

print', of uncertain origin. It derives perh. fr.

I.-E. *ei-gh, 'to go', whence also Gk. otxofxai,

'I go away', oi-/yi(si, 'I go, I come', Arm. ijanem

(aor. 3rd person sing, ej), 'I go down, descend',

Lith. eigd, 'going, course', Olr. oegi, 'guest'.

I.-E. *ei-gh- is an enlarged form of base *ei-,

'to go', whence Gk. elj^it, L. eo (for *eio), 'I go'.

See itinerate.

ichnography, n., the art of making ground plans.

— F. ichnographie, fr. Late L. ichnographia, fr.

Gk. ixvoypa<pia, which is formed fr. ichno- and

-Ypaqpta, fr. ypaipELv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

Derivatives : ichnograph-ic, ichnograph-ic-al,

adjs., ichnograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

ichnolite, n., a fossil footprint (paleontol.) —
Compounded of ichno- and Gk. Xifl^o?, 'stone'.

See -lite,

ichnology, n., the study of fossil footprints. —
Compounded of ichno- and Gk. -XoyiS, fr.

-Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain maimer);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: ichnolog-ic-al, adj.

ichor, n., an ethereal fluid supposed to flow in

the veins of the gods (Greek mythol.)— ModL.,
fr. Gk. txiop, 'ichor; watery fluid', of uncertain,

prob. foreign, origin.

icbtlius, n. — See ichtfays.

Ichthyo-, before a vowel icfattay-, combining form

meaning 'fish'. — Gk. Ix^O". 'X^"- f^- tX^?>
'fish', which is cogn. with Arm. jukn, 'fish',

Lith. zuvis, Lett, zuvs, OPruss. suckans (pi. ace.),

of s.m.

ichthyography, n., a treatise on fishes. — Lit. 'a

description of fishes', fomied fr. icfatfayo- and
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Gk. -Ypa9ia, fr. ypatpsiv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

Derivative: ichthyograph-ic, adj.

ichthyoid, adj., resembling a fish. — Gk. ix^-
octSr];, compounded of iX'&iJi;, 'fish' (see ichthy-)

and -oeiSt)?, 'like', fr. elSo;, 'form, shape'. See

-oid.

ichthyolatry, n., the worship of fishes. — Com-
pounded of ichthyo- and Gk. -XaTpeia, -XaTpCS

fr. XaTpsia, 'worship'. See -latry.

ichthyollte, n., a fossil fish. — Compounded of

ichthyo- and Gk. Xt^o;, 'stone'. See -lite.

ichthyology, n., that branch of zoology which

deals with fishes. — Compounded of ichthyo-

and Gk. -XoytS, fr. -XAyo?, 'one who speaks (in

a certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: ichthyolog-ic, ichthyolog-ic-al,a.djs.,

ichthyolog-ic-al-ly, adv., ichthyolog-ist, n.

ichthyophagous, adj., eating fish. — Gk. Ix^'^m-

9aYo<;, compounded of tx^u?, 'fish' (see ichthy-),

and -qjayo?, fr. 9aYEiv, 'to eat'. See -phagous.

Ichthyomis, n., a genus of toothed birds {pa-

leontol.) — ModL., compounded of ichthy- and

Gk. SpvKj, 'bird'. See omitho-.

Ichthyosauria, n. pi., an order of Mesozoic rep-

tiles {paleontol.) — ModL., formed from next

word with suff. -ia.

Ichthyosaurus, n., the chief genus of Ichthyo-

sauria {paleontol.) — ModL., compounded of

ichthyo- and Gk. craOpoi;, 'lizard'. See -saurus.

ichthyosis, n., a scaly disease of the skin {med.)—
Medical L., lit. 'fish disease', coined by the Eng-

lish physician Robert Willan (1757-1812) in 1801

fr. Gk. ix^Q, 'fish' and suff. -aiot?. See ichthyo-

and -osis.

ichthys, ichthus, n., early Christian symbol in the

form of a fish. — Gk. iy^^c,, 'fish'. See ichthyo-.

-ician, suff. denoting a person skilled in a specified

art or science, as in musician. — F. -icien, a suff.

compounded of -ique (whence E. -ic or -ics)

and -ien (whence E. -ian). Cp. e.g. E. logician,

fr. F. logicien, which is formed from the noun

logique (whence E. logic) and suff. -ien (E. -ian).

icicle, n. — ME. isikel, fr. OE. is, 'ice' (see ice)

and gicel, 'icicle', which is rel. to ON. jokull,

'icicle', jaki, 'broken ice', and cogn. with Olr.

aig, 'ice'. Cp. jokull.

-icity, subst. suff. denoting quality. — F. -icite,

fr. L. -icitdtem, ace. of -icitds, which is nothing

but suff. -tas added to adjectives ending in -icus

or in -ex, gen. -ids. (Cp. e.g. simplicity, fr. L.

simplicitas, fr. simplex, gen. simplicis.) Cp.

-acity. In many cases -icity is merely suff. -ity

a'ided to adjectives ending in -ic (cp. electrjc,

electric/;^').

icon, n., an image, esp. sacred portrait of a saint.

— L. icon, fr. Gk. tlxoiv, gen. slxovoi;, 'likeness,

image, portrait, picture, statue', rel. to ^otxco?,

Att. etxwi;, "similar, like, reasonable', Sotxe,

'is like, is fit', txeXo?, 'like', and possibly cogn.

with Lith. i-vykti, 'to occur, come true', pa-

veikslas, 'example'. Cp. aecidlnm.

iconic, adj., i) pertaining to an icon; 2) conven-

tional. — Late L. iconicus, fr. Gk. etxovixo;,

'pertaining to an image', fr. stxciv, gen. sExivoq,

'image'. See icon and adj. suff. -ic.

icono-, combining form denoting an image, an

icon. — Gk. elxovo-, fr. eExcov, gen. eix6voi;,

'likeness, image'. See icon.

iconoclasm, n., the destruction of images. —
Compoundedoficono-and Gk.xXaofxa, 'a break-

ing', fr. xXav, 'to break', fr. I.-E. base *qel(d)-,

*qol{dy, 'to strike, beat'. See calamity and cp.

clastic and words there referred to.

iconoclast, n., a destroyer of images. — ML.
iconoclastes, compounded of icono- and Gk.

-tOAtsTfic,, 'breaker', fr. xXSv. See prec. word.

Derivatives: iconoclast-ic, iconoclast-ic-al, adjs.,

iconoclast-ic-al-ly, adv., iconoclast-ic-ism, n.

iconography, n., the study ofportraits.—ML. ico-

nographia, fr. Gk. elxovoYpa9ia, 'sketch, descrip-

tion', which is compounded of etxciv, gen.

sExovoi; (see icono-) and -ypa9iot, fr. Ypa9Siv,

'to write'. See -graphy.

iconolatry, n., the worship of images, — Com-
pounded of icono- and Gk. -XaTpeia, -XaTpEa,

fr. XaTpstS, 'worship'. See -latry.

iconology, n., the study of icons.— Compounded
of icono- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

iconomachy, n., hostility to icons as objects of

devotion. — Gk. EExovo(j.axia, 'war against

images', compounded of eExcov, gen. elx6voi;,

'image' (see icono-), and ^iiyj^, 'battle'. See

-machy.

iconostasis, n., in the Greek Church, a screen on

which the icons are placed, separating the sanc-

tuary from the rest of the church. — ModL., fr.

ModGk. EExov6CTTa(ji?, which is compounded

of Gk. eExwv, gen. sExovoq, 'image' (see icono-),

and CTTactti;, 'standing, position'. See state.

icosahedron, n., a polyhedron with twenty planes

(geom.)— Gk. sixoaaeSpov, 'a body with twenty

surfaces', compounded of eixocti, 'twenty', and

iSpoL, 'seat; side, face, base'. See icosi- and

-hedron.

icosi-, before a vowel icos-, combining form

meaning 'twenty'. — Gk. elxooi,-, sExotr-, fr.

EfxoCTi, 'twenty', rel. to Dor. fixaTt and cogn.

with 01. vimsatih, L. viginti, 'twenty'. See

vicenary.

-ics, suff. used to form names of arts and scien-

ces. — Formally this suff. is nothing but the

plural of suff. -ic (= "ic-s"). It was formed in

imitation of Gk. -ixa (neut. pi. of the adj. suff.

-1x61;), used to form names of arts and sciences

in Greek. Cp. e.g. Gk. Ta (la&igtxaTixdt (neut. pi.

of (xa{h)|j.aTix6i;, 'mathematical'), which was

Anglicized into 'mathematics' (meant as mathe-

matics, i.e. pi. of rrmthemalic). Another way of

forming names of arts and sciences in Greek

was the subst. use of -txT) (fem. of -1x6?),

shortened fr. -ut}) t4xv)> 'the art of; the cor-



responding English form is -ic. From the suffixes

-ic and -ics the former was used exclusively till

the end of the 15th cent. (Cp. arilhmetic, logic,

magic, music, rhetoric, which all go back to the

time before 1 500.) Since the second half of the

1 6th century, thesuff. -ics has been generally used

to form new names of sciences in English. Orig.

a plural, the suflf. -ics is now usually construed

as a singular.

icteric, icterical, adj., affected with jaundice. —
L. ictericus, fr. Gk. ExTspixo;, 'jaundiced', fr.

txTEpoq. See icterus and -ic, resp. also -al.

Icteridae, n. pi., a family of American oscine

birds, the oriole (ornithol.) — ModL., formed

from next word with suff. -idae.

icterus, n., jaundice (meet.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

ixTepoi;, 'jaundice; oriole' (lit. 'a yellowish

bird'), which is prob. rel. to ixtivo?, 'kite', and

is cogn. with Arm. cin, 'kite', possibly also with

01. syendh, 'eagle, falcon'.

Icterus, n., a genus of American oscene birds,

the oriole (ornithol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. I'zTEpoc,

'jaundice; oriole'. See prec. word.

ictic, adj., i) of the nature of a blow ; 2) pertaining

to the ictus. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. L. ictus,

'blow'. See ictus.

ictus, n., verse stress (pros.) -- L. ictus, 'a blow,

stroke; metrical stress', fr. ictus, pp. of icere,

'to strike'; cogn. with Gk. atxpiT;, 'point of a

spear, spear' (which stands for aiksma), Lith.

iesmas, Lett, iesms, 'roasting spit', OPruss. ays-

mis (which prob. stand for aiksmos). Cp. the

first element in Aechmophorus.

icy, adj. — OE. fsig, fr. Is, 'ice'. See ice and -y

(representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives: ici-ly, adv., ici-ness, n.

id, n., inherited instinctive energies (psychoana-

lysis). — L. id, 'it', neut. of is, 'he' (see idem);

used as the translation of G. es, 'it', in Freud's

Das Ich und das Es.

id, n., a hypothetical unit of germ plasm (hiol.) —
Coined by the German biologist August Weis-

mann (1834-1914) from the first two letters of

Idioplasma. See idioplasm.

-id, adj. suff. denoting state or condition. — L.

-id(us), either directly or through the medium
of F. -ide.

-id, patronymic subst. suff. meaning 'daughter

oV. — L. -is, gen. -idis, fr. Gk. -iz, gen. -iSo;,

fcm. patronymic suff. (cp. Nereid, fr. Gk.

Nr.pr/i;, gen. -iSo;, 'daughter of Nereus'; see

Nereid). This suff. is used also in astronomy,

where it is added to names of constellations and

serves to name meteors that appear to radiate

In showers from the respective constellation. Cp.

e.g. Andromedid, i.e. the meteor which appears

to radiate from the constellation Andromeda.

Cp. next suff.

-id, subst. and adj. suff. used in zoology to in-

dicate members of a family, as in fetid. —
ModL. -idae, pi. of -ides, fr. Gk. -iS/)c;, masc.

patronymic suff. (lit. 'son or descendant of).
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Cp. prec. suff. Cp. also -ida, -idae, Ido.

-id, suff. in nouns from Greek, as in chrysalid,

pyramid' in botany, denoting a member of a

family (as in orchid). — Gk. -[q, gen. -tSoi;,

either i) directly or 2) through the medium of

L. -is, gen. -idis; 3) through the medium of F.

-ide, fr. L. -is, gen. -idis.

-id, suff. used in chemistry. — A var. of -ide.

Ida, fem. PN. — ML., fr. OHG. Ida, which is

prob. related to ON. id, 'labor'.

-ida, pi. suff. used to form names of zoological

groups, classes, orders, as in Arachnida. —
ModL. neut. pi. suff. See zool. suff. -id and

-idae.

-idae, pi. subst. suff. used to form the names of

families in zoology. — L., pi. of -ides, fr. Gk.

-iSyji;, masc. patronymic suff. See zool. suff. -id.

Idalia, n., a surname of Aphrodite {Greeic my-

thol.) — L. Idalia, fem. of Jdalius, 'of, or per-

taining to', Idalium, fr. Idalium, name of an

ancient town in Cyprus, sacred to Aphrodite,

fr. Gk. -ISdcXiov.

-idan, suff. used to denote a member of the group

indicated by the suff. -ida (zool.) — Compoun-
ded of the suffixes -ida and -an.

idant, n., a hypothetical unit of germ plasm (6/0/.)

— G., arbitrarily coined by August Weismann

fr. id, 'unit of germ pidsm', and suff. -ant. Id-ant

is supposed to mean 'an aggregation of ids'.

ide, n., a freshwater fish. — Swed. id.

-ide, suff. used to form names of compounds of

two elements (chem.) — Back formation fr.

oxide, in which the ending -ide was taken for a

suffix.

idea, n. — Late L. idea, fr. Gk, 181a, 'form,

kind, sort, nature, class, species, opinion, no-

tion, idea, ideal form'. The original, pre-

Platonic meaning is 'look, semblance'. 'I8ea

prob. stands for '."lSectS and derives fr. iSeiv

(for *.-i8eiv), 'to see', which is rel. to oiSa (for

*."oi:Sx), 'I know', eISov (for s.'^iSov), 'I saw',

sIScj? (for 'fstSo?), 'form, shape', lit. 'that

which is seen', eiSwXov, 'image, phantom',

taTcop, Boeot. .-i<TT(op (for *.-iSTtop), 'knowing,

learned', loTopia, 'learning, knowledge', and

cogn. with L. videre, 'to see'. See vision and cp.

eido-, eidograph, eidolon. Hades, idol, idolatry,

idyll, iso-, kaleidophone, kaleidoscope, -oid.

Derivative: idea-ed, idae-'d, adj.

-idea, suff. used to form names of groups, classes

and orders (zool.) — ModL. Cp. suff. -ida.

ideal, adj. — F. ideal, fr. Late L. idedlis, fr. idea.

See idea and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: ideal, n., ideal-ism, n., ideal-ist, n.,

ideal-ist-ic, adj., ideal-ist-ic-al-ly, adv., ideal-ity,

n., ideai-ize, tr. and intr. v., ideal-iz-ation, n.,

idealiz-er, n., ideal-ly, adv., ideal-ness, n.

ideate, tr. and intr. v., to form an idea. — Formed

fr. idea with verbal suff. -ate.

idem, pron., the same. — L. idem (masc), eadem

(fem.), idem (neut.), 'the same'. This latter

stands for id-em, which is compounded of id.
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'it' (neut. of is, 'he') and the emphatic particle

-em. The first element derives fr. I.-E. pro-

nominal base */-, whence also L. i-ta, 'so', i-bi,

'there', i-terum, 'again', Umbr. itek, 'so', OI. i-ti,

'so, thus', itthd, 'here, there', itthdm, 'so, thus',

it, emphatic particle, aydm, 'he', iydm, 'she',

Goth, is, 'he', ita, 'it', OHG., MHG. er, 'he', es,

'it', G. er, 'he', es, 'it'. Through a misdivision of

L. id-em into i-dem, the fem. eadem (fr. ea-dem)

and the masc. ii:fe»!(fr.K-(fem)havebeen formed.
For the emphatic particle -em in id-em cp. it-em

'just so, in like manner' (fr. ita, 'so'), aut-em,

'however', quid-em, 'indeed, certainly' (fr. quid,

'what'). Cp. 01. iddm (neut.), 'this', which
corresponds exactly to L. idem. See Walde-
Hofmann, LEW., I, 671 s.v. idem. Cp. id, 'in-

stinctive energies', identic, identify, identity. Cp.
also item, iterate, the first element in ilk and
the second element in cestui and in interim.

identic, adj. — ML. identicus, formed from the

stem of Late L. identi-tds, 'identity'. See identity

and -ic.

Derivatives: identic-ai, adj., identic-al-ty, adv.,

identic-al-ness, n.

identification, n. — See next word and -ation.

identify, tr. v. — Late L. identificdre, formed
from the stem of identitds, 'identity', and L.

-ficdre, fr. -ficus, fr. -ficere, unstressed form of

facere, 'to make, do'. See identity and -fy.

identity, n, - - F. identite, fr. Late L. identitdtem,

ace. of identitds, 'identity', lit. 'sameness', fr. L.

idem, 'the same'; see idem and -ity. Late L.

identitds is prop, a loan translation of Gk. rau-

t6t7]i;, 'identity', which is formed with suff. -tyji;

(= L. -tds), fr. Ta'jTO, contraction of to auxo,

'the same' (= L. idem).

ideo-, combining form meaning 'idea'. — F.

ideo; fr. Gk. iSIa, 'form, idea'. See idea.

ideogram, n., symbol used in writing. — Com-
pounded of ideo- and Gk. ypa^na, 'that which

is written, a written character, letter. See -gram.

ideograph, n., an ideogram. — Compounded of

ideo- and Gk. -ypaqjot;, fr. ypxtfti'^, 'to write'.

See -graph.

Derivatives: ideograph-ic, ideograph-ic-al, adjs.,

ideographic-al-ly, adv., ideograph-y, n,

ideology, n, — F, ideologic, coined by the French
philosopher Destutt de Tracy (1754- 1836) fr.

Gk. iSli, 'idea', and -Xoyii, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: ideolog-ic-al, adj., ideolog-ic-al-ly,

adv., ideolog-ist, n.

Ides, also ides, n, pi., the fifteenth day of March,
May, July, October; the thirteenth of the other

months (Roman calendar). — F., fr. L. idus,

which is prob. of Etruscan origin.

-idine, -idin, suff. used in chemistry to denote a
compound which is related to another com-
pound. — Compounded of the chemical suf-

fixes -ide and -ine, resp. -in.

idio-, combining form meaning 'one's own;

separate, distinct'. — Gk. ISto-, fr. iSio?, 'one's

own, private, personal, separate, distinct', 'or

*nSio<;, fr. earlier *?hi^\.oc, (cp. Argive *i-hz-

SisiTTai;, corresponding to Gk. iSKixT)?, 'a pri-

vate person'), for I.-E. *swed-yos, fr. base

*swed-, 'separate, set apart', whence alio L. sed,

'but', sed, se, 'without', ult. from I.-E. reflexive

base *swe-, *se-. See se- and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also idiom, idiot.

idioblast, n., a cell that differs from the sur-

rounding cells in form or contents (hot.) —
Coined by the German embryologist Oskar
Hertwig (1849-1922) fr. idio- and Gk. pXaaTo?,

'bud, sprout, shoot'. See -blast.

idiocy, n. — Formed with suff. -cy fr. idiot. The
original spelling of the word was idiotcy. Later

the / was dropped on analogy of words Uke
prophecy (from prophet), etc.

idiom, n. — F. idiome, fr. L. idiotna, fr. Gk.

tStwfxa, 'peculiarity', esp. 'peculiarity in a lan-

guage', fr. tSioijpiat, 'I make my own', fr. tSio?,

'one's own'. See idio- and -ma.

idiomatic, adj. — L. idiomdticus, fr. Gk. iStto-

(jtaTixo?, fr. i8ia>(jia, gen. iSitifiaxot;. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: idiomatic-al-ly, adv., idiomatic-al-

ness, n.

idiomorphic, adj., having its proper form. —
Compounded of idio- and Gk. (jiop97), 'form,

shape'. See -morphic.

idiomorphous, adj., having its own form. — Gk.
lSt6(xop9o?, compounded of iStoi;, 'one's own',

and [J.op9T), 'form, shape'. See idio- and

-morphous.

idiopathy, n., a primary disease i.e. a disease not

caused by another disease. — Gk. iSioTra&eta,

'a disease having its own origin, compounded
of iSto?, 'one's own', and -Tta^sia, fr. -KOi^oc,,

'suffering'. See idio- and -pathy.

Derivatives: idiopathic, adj., idiopathic-al-ly,

adv.

idioplasm, n., that kind of protoplasm which is

supposed to be the physical basis of inheritance

(biol.) — G. Idioplasma coined by the botanist

Karl Wilhelm von Nageli (1817-1901) in 1884

fr. idio- and Gk. TiXaafxa, 'something molded'.

See plasma and cp. id, 'unit of germ, plasm',

idant.

idiosyncrasy, n., 1) temperament peculiar to an

individual; 2) mannerism.— Gk.iSio(TJXx.p«-<yia,

'a peculiar temperament', lit. 'a proper blending

together', compounded of iSioq, 'one's own,

proper', ct'jv, 'with', and zpSaiq, 'a blending'.

See idio-, syn- and crasis.

idiosyncratic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized

by, idiosyncrasy. — See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ic.

idiot, n. — F. idiot, fr. L. idiota, fr. Gk. iSicottji;,

'private person, one not holding office, layman,

an ignorant', fr. tSioi;. See idio- and cp. idiocy,

idiom.

idiotic, adj. — L. idioticus, 'uneducated, ignor-
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ant', fr. Gk. tSwoTixoc;, fr. iStM-ry]?. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: idiotic-al-ly, adv., idiotic-al-ness,

n.

idiotism, n., idiom (obsol.) — F. idiotisme, fr. L.

idiotismus, fr. Gk. tSioxiCTixo?, 'the way of a

private person', fr. ISitoTtl^etv, 'to use common

language', fr. tStuTK]?. See idiot and -ism.

-idium, dimin. suff. — ModL., fr. Gk. -i8iov.

idle, adj. — ME. idel, 'empty; idle', fr. OE. Idel,

'empty, desolate, useless, vain, idle', rel. to OS.

idal, OFris. IdeU 'emtpy, worthless', ODu. idil,

Du. ijdel, 'idle, vain', OHG. ital, 'empty, useless',

MHG. Itel, G. eitel, 'vain, useless; mere, pure'.

The basic meaning of these words is 'empty'

;

they are not cogn. with Gk. atS-siv, 'to bum', L.

aedes, 'a building, temple'.

Derivatives: idle, intr. and tr. v., idl-er, n., idle-

ship, n., idl-ing, n., idl-y, adv.

Ido, n., an artificial language, prop, a simplified

and improved form of Esperanto devised in

1907 by a committee under the leadership of the

Frenchman Baudouin de Courtenay. — Fr.

Esperantic -ido, 'offspring', a suff. representing

L. -ida, fr. Gk. -iStj!; (as in npiantS-n]?, 'son,

descendant, of Priam', etc.). Cp. -idae.

idol, n. — ME. idole, fr. OF. (= F.) idole, fr. L.

idolum, fr. Gk. etScjXov, 'image, phantom;

idol', which is rel. to elSo;, 'form, shape'. See

idea and cp. idolum, eidolon.

Derivatives: idol-ize, tr. v., idoliz-ation, n.,

idoliz-er, n.

idolater, n., a worshiper of idols. — F. idoldtre,

fr. Late L. idololatres, fr. Gk. elSuXoXaTpYic,

'idol-worshiper', compounded of etStoXov,

'idol', and -XiTpv);, 'worshiper', which is rel. to

XaTpEtS, 'worship' ; see idol and -later. For the

contraction of Late L. Idololatres into F. idoldtre

see haplology.

idolatress, n., a female idolater. — Formed fr.

prec. word with suff. -ess.

idolatrous, adj., pertaining to, or of the nature of,

idolatry. — Formed fr. idolater with suff. -ous.

Derivative : idolatrous-ly, adv.

idolatry, n., worship of idols. — OF. idolatrie

(F. idolatrie), fr. Late L. idololatria, fr. Gk.

clSciXoXaTpia, 'worship of idols, idolatry',

which is compounded of eiScoXov, 'idol', and

-XaTpeta, -Xarpia, fr. XxTpeii, 'worship'. See

idol and -latry. For the contraction of Late L.

idololatria into OF. idolatrie see idolater.

idolum, n., i) an idea; 2) a fallacy. — Late L.

idolum, fr. Gk. etSwXov, 'image, phantom, idea'.

See idol.

idoneous, adj., suitable, fit. — L. idoneus, 'fit, be-

coming, suitable', of uncertain origin. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivative: idoneous-ness, n.

idrialin, n., a crystalline compound {chem.) —
See next word and chem. suff. -in.

idrialite, n., a mineral whose main constituent

part is idrialin (mineral.) — Named after Idria,
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a mining city in N. Italy. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

idyl, idyll, n. — L. idyllium, fr. Gk. etSiiXXiov, 'a

little picture', whence 'a short descriptive poem',

dimin. of elSo?, 'form, shape'. See idea and cp.

idol.

Derivatives: idyl{l)-er, n., idyHiyist, n., idyl(l)-

ize, tr. v., idylifyic, adj., idyl{l)-ic-al-ly, adv.,

idyHiyic-ism, n.

-ie, dimin. suff., as in birdie, dearie; frequently

spelled -y.

-ier, suff. denoting occupation. — i) OF. or F.

-ier, fr. L. -arius, as in cottier, financier, etc.

;

2) added to English words as in glazier, graizier,

hosier, etc. See -ary and -eer and cp. -yer. Suff.

-ier is of the same origin and meaning as agential

suff. -er.

if, conj. — ME. gif, if, fr. OE. gif, rel. to OS. ef,

ON. ef, if OFris. gef ef ief 'if, OHG. ibu, uba,

oba, 'if, MHG. oba, ob, G. ob, Du. of 'if,

whether', Goth, ibai (interrogative particle). All

these conjunctions are prob. traceable to the

dative of a noun meaning 'doubt', and orig.

meant 'on condition that'. (Cp. ON. if 'doubt',

OHG. iba, 'doubt, condition'.)

igloo, iglu, n., a snowhut. — Eskimo igdlu,

'snowhouse'.

Ignatius, masc. FN. — L. Ignatius, a collateral

form of Egnatius. Gk. 'lyvaTioi; is borrowed

from Latin. Cp. Inigo.

igneous, adj., fiery. — L. igneus, 'of fire, fiery', fr.

ignis, 'fire', which is cogn. with OI. agnih,

OSlav. ogni, Lith. ugnis, Lett, uguns, 'fire'. Cp.

Agni, gelignite. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L.

-us, see suff. -ous.

ignescent, adj., emitting sparks of fire. — L.

ignescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of ignescere,

'to take fire', formed with inchoative suff. -escere

fr. L. ignis, 'fire'. See igneous and -escent.

ignis fatuus, phosphorescent light seen hovering

over swamps, will-o'-the wisp; delusion. — L.,

lit. 'foolish fire'. See prec. word and fatuous,

ignite, tr. v., to set on fire; intr. v., to take fire. —
L. Ignitus, pp. of ignire, 'to set on fire', fr. ignis.

See igneous.

Derivatives: ignit-able, adj., ignit-er, n., ignit-

ion, n.

ignivomous, adj., vomiting fire. — Late L. igni-

vomus, compounded of L. ignis, 'fire', and vo-

mere, 'to vomit'. See igneous and vomit,

ignoble, adj., l) of low birth; 2) base; 3) dis-

honorable. — F., fr. L. ignobilis, 'unknown, un-

distinguished, obscure', fr. i- and OL. gnobilis

(L. nohilis), 'known, famous, renowned, noble'.

See noble.

Derivatives: ignoble-ness, n., ignobl-y, adv.

ignominious, adj., disgraceful, dishonorable, con-

temptible.— F. ignominieuxifem. ignominieuse),

fr. L. ignominiosus, 'disgraceful, shameful', fr.

ignominia. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: ignominious-ly, adv., ignomiitious-

ness, n.
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ignominy, n., disgrace, dishonor. — F. ignominie,

fr. L. ignominia, 'disgrace, dishonor', lit. 'with-

out a name', fr. i- and nomen, gen. nominis,

'name'. See name and cp. nominal.

Derivative: ignominious (q.v.)

ignoramus, n., an ignorant person. — L. ig-

noramus, 'we do not know'. See ignore.

ignorance, n. — F., fr. L. ignorantia, 'want of

knowledge', fr. ignordns, gen. -antis, pres. part,

of ignordre. See ignore and -ance.

ignorant, adj. — F., fr. L. ignorantem, ace. of

ignordns, pres. part, of ignordre. See ignore

and -ant.

Derivatives: ignorant, n., ignorant-ly, adv.

ignoration, n., the act of ignoring. — L. ignordtio,

gen. -onis, fr. ignordtus, pp. of Ignordre. See

ignore and -ation.

ignore, tr. v. — F. ignorer, fr. L. ignordre, 'not

to know, to have no knowledge of, to be igno-

rant', fr. *in-gno-rus, 'not knowing' (cp. the

gradational variant igndrus, of s.m.); formed

fr. i- and I.-E. suff. *gnd-, 'to know', whence also

OL. gnoscere, L. noscere, 'to know', L. notus,

'known', Gk. Yf|-K(o<ixetv, 'to know', yvwt6i;,

'known'. See know and cp. noble, note. Cp. also

gnome, 'a maxim', gnosis, gnostic.

iguana, n., a large tropical American hzard. —
Sp., fr. Caribbean iwana, ihuana, iuana. Cp.

guana and leguan.

Iguanidae, n. pi., a family of lizards (zool.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -idae.

Iguanodon, n., a genus of dinosaurs (paleontol.)

— A hybrid coined fr. iguana and Gk. 68<ov,

gen. oSovTo?, 'tooth'. See odonto-.

ihleite, n., a hydrous ferric sulfate (mineral.) —

•

Named in 1876 after Ihle, superintendent of

mines in Mugrau, Bohemia. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

ihram, n., the dress consisting of two white cloths

worn by Mohammedan pilgrims to Mecca. —
Arab, ihrdm, 'prohibhion, interdiction', prop,

inf. of dhrama, 'he prohibited, interdicted', 4th

conjugation of hdrama, 'he prohibited'. See

harem.

il-, assimilated form of in-, 'in', before /, as in

illumine.

il-, assimilated form of in-, 'not', before /, as

in aiegal.

-il, suff. — A var. of -ile.

ilang-ilang, n., also ylang-ylang, a tree of the

Philippines, Malaysia, etc. (Canagiumodoratum).
— Tagala, lit. 'flower of flowers'.

-ile, also -il, adj. suff. denoting ability or capac-

ity. — L. -His (either directly or through the

medium of OF. or F. -;'/, fem. -ile).

ile-, combining form. — See ileo-.

ileac, adj., pertaining to the ileus. — See iliac,

'pertaining to the ileus'.

ileitis, n., inflammation of the ileum (med.) —
Medical L., formed fr. ileum with suff. -itis.

ileo-, ile-, combining form denoting the ileum.

— See ileum.

ilesite, n., a hydrous manganese zinc iron sulfate

(mineral.) — Named after the metallurgist

M.W./fej of Denver (died in 1890), who ana-

lyzed it. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

ileum, n., the lower part of the small intestine

(anat.) — L. ileum, 'groin, flank'. See ilium.

ileus, n., colic (med.) — L. ileos, ileus, 'a severe

kind of colic', fr. Gk. slXe6i;, EXe6(;, of s.m.,

orig. 'a winding, twisting', fr. elkiw, 'I wind,

roll up tight', which stands for *feX-v^fo, fr.

I.-E. base *wel-, 'to bend, turn, twist, roll'. See

volute and cp. words there referred to.

ilex, n., i) the holm oak; 2) (cap.) a genus of

plants, the holly (bot.) — L. ilex, prob. a pre-

Indo-European word.

iliac, adj., pertaining to the ilium. — F. iliaque,

'pertaining to the ilium', fr. L. iliacus, fr. ilia,

pi. of ilium. See ilium.

iliac, also ileac, adj., pertaining to the ileus. —
F. iliaque, fr. L. ileus, 'colic'; confused with

iliaque, 'pertaining to the ilium'. See ileus and

cp. prec. word.

mad, n., Greek epic poem attributed to Homer
telling of the siege of Troy. — L. Ilias, gen.

Iliadis, fr. Gk. 'IXia?, gen. 'IXiaSo;, 'the Iliad',

short for ^Xta? iioivitjt?, lit. 'poem treating of

Ilium', fr. "IXioi; "IXiov, 'Ilium, Troy', prop,

'city of Ilus', fr. 'IXo?, 'Ilus', founder of Ilium.

For the ending see suff. -ad.

ilio-, combining form meaning i) 'of the ilium';

2) 'iliac and'. — Fr. L. ilium. See ilium.

-ility, a suff. denoting ability. — F. -ilite, fr. L.

-ilitdtem, ace. of -ilitds; formed from adjectives

ending in -ile, -il, -able, -ible, as in fragility,

civility, capability, sensibility.

ilium, n., one of the broad upper bones of the

pelvis (anat.) — L. ilium (also ile and ileum),

usually pi. ilia, 'groin, flank', prob. cogn. with

Gk. iXta, explained by Hesychius as (Aopia

ITjvaixEia (female genitals), possibly also with

Pol. jelito, 'gut, sausage'; pi. 'intestines'. Cp.

ileum, iliac, 'pertaining to the ilium', jade,

'nephrite'.

ilk, adj., the same (obsol.); n., family, kind (col-

loq.) — ME. like, ilk, fr. OE. ilea, 'the same',

which prob. stands for *i-lica, fr. f-, 'the same'

(from the pronominal base */-, whence also

Goth, is, 'he'), and OE. gelic, 'like'. See idem

and like, adj., and cp. each,

ill, adj. — ME. Hie, ill, fr. ON. illr, 'ill, bad', of

uncertain origin.

illaqueate, tr. v., to ensnare. — L. illaquedtus,

pp. of illaquedre, 'to take in a snare, ensnare',

formed fr. in-, 'in', and laquedre, 'to ensnare',

fr. laqeus, 'noose, snare', which is rel. to lacere,

'to entice'. See lace and verbal suff. -ate and

cp. Qlicium.

illation, n., inference; that which is inferred. —
L. illdtid, 'deduction', lit. 'a carrying or bring-

ing in', fr. Hiatus, 'brought in' (used as pp. of

inferre, 'to bring in'), fr. in-, 'in', and Idtus,

'bom, carried' (used as pp. of ferre, 'to bear.
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carry'), which stands for *tldtos, fr. *f/-, zero

degree of I.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry',

whence L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to

bear, support'. See tolerate and cp. collate and

words there referred to. For the ending see

suff. -ion.

illative, adj., pertaining to an illation, inferential.

— Late L. illdtivus, fr. L. Hiatus, 'brought in'.

See prec. word and -ivc.

Derivative: illative-ly, adv.

Ulaudable, adj., not laudable. — L. illaudabilis,

fr. in-, 'not' and lauddbilis, 'praiseworthy,

laudable'. See laudable.

Derivatives : illaudabl-y, adv.

ille, pron., that one, he. — L., altered—prob.

under the influence of is, 'he', iste, 'this, that'

—

fr. OL. ollus, olle, 'that one, he', which is rel.

to Oscan ulleis, 'his' (corresponding to L. illlus,

gen. of ille), and to L. 6l-im, 'formerly', ul-tra,

'on the other side, beyond', prob. also to al-ius,

'another', and cogn. with OSlav. lani, Czech

loni, Pol loni (for *olnei), 'last year' (lit. 'in

that year'), Olr. olt, 'large, wide, ample', lit.

'beyond (measure)'. The personal pronouns:

It. egli, ella, 'he, she'. Rum. el, ea. Proven?, el.

Ha, F. it, elle, Catal. ell, ella, Sp. el, ella. Port.

elle, ella, 'he, she', and the defin. articles: It.

(7, lo, la. Rum. -le, Proveng. to, le, la, F. le, la,

Sp. el, lo, la. Port, o, a, 'the', all derive fr. L. ille,

'he', resp, ilia, 'she'. See else, ultra and cp. a la,

alarm, alfresco, Algernon, alligator, al segno,

dal segno, del credere. El Dorado, lagniappe,

langue d'oil, lierre, lingot, louver, postQ.

illegal, adj. — F. illegal, fr. ML. illegdlis, 'un-

lawful, illegal', which is formed fr. in-, 'not',

and L. legdlis, 'pertaining to law, legal'. See

legal.

Derivatives illegal-ily, n., illegal-ly, adv., illegal-

ness, n.

illegible, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and legible.

Derivatives: illegibil-ity, n., illegible-ness, n.,

illegibl-y, adv.

illegitimacy, n. — Formed fr. iUegitimate with

suff. -cy. Cp. legitimacy.

illegitimate, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and
legitimate.

Derivatives: illegitimate, n. and tr. v., illegi-

timat-ion, n.

illiberal, adj. — F. illiberal, fr. L. illiberdlis, 'un-

worthy of a freeman, ungenerous', which is

formed fr. in-, 'not', and liberdlis, 'pertaining

to a freeman, pertaining to freedom'. See

liberal.

Derivatives: illiberal-ity, n., illiberal-ly, adv.,

illiberal-ness, n.

illicit, adj., not lawful. — F. illicite, fr. L. illi-

citus, 'not allowed, unlawful, illegal', which is

formed fr. in-, 'not', and licitus, 'allowed, law-

ful'. See Ucit.

Derivatives: illicit-ly, adv., ilUcit-ness, n.

Illiclum, n., a genus of trees of the magnolia
family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. illicium, 'allure-
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ment', lit. 'that which entices or allures', fr. in-,

'in', and lacere, 'to entice'; see lace and cp.

illaqueate. For the change of Latin a (in lacere)

to i (in il-llcere) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

illinition, n., a smearing in or on. — Formed
with suff. -ition fr. L. illinire, a later var. of illi-

nere, 'to besmear', fr. in-, 'in', and linlre, a later

var. of linere, 'to smear, daub'. See liniment

and -ion.

illinium, n., an element of the rare-earth group,

now called promethium (chem.) — ModL.,
coined in 1926 by the American chemist B. Smith

Hopkins, of the University of Illinois, from the

name of the State ot Illinois. For the ending see

suff. -ium.

illiteracy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

illiterate, adj. — L. illiterdtus, 'unlearned, igno-

rant', fr. in-, 'not', and literdtus, 'learned'. See

literate.

Derivatives: illiterate, n., illiterate-ly, adv., il-

literate-ness, n.

ill-starred, adj. — Coined fr. ill, star and -ed.

Cp. evil-starred,

illth, n. — Coined by the English author and art

critic John Ruskin (1819-1900) in i860 (see

Unto this Last, IV, 126) fr. ill and subst. suff. -th

on the analogy of wealth. Cp. coolth.

illude. tr. "., to mock (obsoL); tc trick. — L. ./-

ladere, 'to play with, sport with, mock at; to

deceive', fr. in-, 'in', and lUdere, 'to play'. See

ludicrous and cp. allude and words there re-

ferred to.

illume, tr. v. — Shortened fr. illumine.

iUuminant, adj., illuminating. — L. illUmindns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of illUmindre. See next

word and -ant.

illuminate, tr. v. — L. illdmindtus, pp. of ilia-

mindre, 'to make light, illuminate', fr. in-, 'in',

and lUmen, gen. Idminis, 'light'. See luminous

and verbal suff. -ate and cp. allumette, linm.

Derivatives: illuminat-ed, adj., itluminat-ing,

adj., illuminat-ing-ly, adv., illumination (q.v.),

illuminat-ive, adj., illuminator (q.v.)

illuminati, n. pi., i) persons professing to possess

superior enlightenment; 2) (cap.) name of

various sects. — L., lit. 'enlightened*, pi. of ///«-

mindtus, pp. of illUmindre. See prec. word.

Qluniinatioa, n. — F., fr. L. illOmindtidnem, ace.

of illUmindtio, 'a lighting up; enlightening', fr.

illUmindtus, pp. of illUmindre. See illuminate and

-ion.

illuminator, n. — Eccles. L. illUmindtor, 'an en-

Ughtener' (in ML. also 'illuminator of books'),

fr. L. illUmindtus, pp. of illdmindre. See illuminate

and agential suff. -or.

illumine, tr. v., to illuminate. — F. illuminer, fr.

L. illdmindre. See illuminate.

Dluminism, n., the doctrines of the Illuminati. —
F. illuminisme, fr. L. illdmindre. See Dlaminati

and -tsm.
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lUuminist, n., a behever in lUuminism.— Formed
with suff. -ist fr. L. illumindre. See Illuminati.

illusion, n. — F., fr. L. illdsionem, ace. of illusio,

'a mocking, jesting', in Eccles. L. 'deception,

illusion', fr. illusus, pp. of illudere, 'to play with,

sport with, mock at; to deceive'. See illude and

-ion and cp. allusion and words there referred to.

Derivatives: illusion-al, adj., Hlusion-ary, adj.,

illusion-ed, adj., illusion-ism, n., illusion-ist, n.

illusive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. il-

lusus, pp. of illddere, 'to play with, sport with,

mock at; to deceive'. See illude, and cp. allusive

and words there referred to.

Derivatives: ittusive-ly, adv., illusive-ness.

illusory, adj. — Late L. illiisdrius, 'ironical', fr.

L. illasus, pp. of illddere. See illusion and adj.

suff. -ory and cp. elusory.

Derivatives: illusori-ly, adv., illusori-ness, n.

illustrate, tr. v. — L. illdstrdtus, pp. of illdstrdre,

'to make light, light up, enlighten, illustrate,

render illustrious', fr. in-, 'in', and lustrdre, 'to

illuminate'. See luster, 'brilliance', and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: illustration (q.v.), illustrat-ive, adj.,

illustrat-ive-ly, adv., illustrator (q.v.)

illustration, n. — F., fr. L. illiistrdlionem, ace. of

illdstrdtid, 'an enli^shtening', fr. illiistrdtuj, pp.

of illdstrdre. See illustrate and -ion.

Derivative: illustration-al, adj.

illustrator, n. — L. illOstrdtor, 'an enlightener',

fr. illdstrdtus, pp. of illustrdre. See illustrate and

agential suff. -or.

illustrious, adj. — L. iltdstris, 'light, bright, bril-

liant; clear; famous', prob. back formation fr.

illustrdre. See illustrate and -ous.

Dcnv&tvvci:illustrious-ly,a<i\.,illustrious-ness,Ti.

Illyrian, adj., pertaining to Illyria, an ancient

country extending along the NE. shore of the

Adriatic. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Illyria,

fr. Gk. 'IXXupta, which is short for 7) X'^P^' ^

'IXXupia, 'the Illyrian country', "IXXupia being

the fem. of 'IXXupto?, 'Illyrian'.

Derivative: Illyrian, n., i) an inhabitant of Il-

lyria ; 2) the language of the lUyrians.

ilmenite, n., a mineral compounded of iron,

titanium and oxygen (mineral.) — Named after

the Ilmen Mountains in the Ural. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

ilvaite, n., an iron calcium silicate (mineral.) —
Named after L. Itva, name of the island now
called Elba, where it was found. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

llysanthes, n., a genus of plants, the false pim-

pernel (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

tXS?, 'mud, mire', and Sv^oi;, 'flower'. The first

element is cogn. with OSlav. ild, 'mud, mire'.

For the second element see anther,

im-, assimilated form of in-, 'in', before b, m,

/), as in imbibe, immanent, impart. In some Eng-

lish words im- alternates with em- (q.v.)

im-, assimilated form of in-, 'not', before b, m,

p, as in imbecile, immature, impatient.

image, n. — F., fr. OF. imagene, fr. L. imdginem,

ace. of imago, 'representation, likeness, picture,

image, appearance, idea', from the stem of

imitdri, 'to copy, imitate'. See imitate.

Derivatives: image, tr. v., image-atie, adj.,

imagery (q.v.)

imagery, n., use of figurative language. — ME.
imagerie, fr. OF. imagerie, fr. imagier, 'painter'

(whence obsol. E. imager), fr. image. See prec.

word and -ery.

imaginable, adj. — Late L. imdgindbilis, fr. L.

imdgindri. See imagine and -able.

Derivatives: imaginable-ness, n., imaginabl-y,

adv.

imaginal, adj., pertaining to the imago of an

insect. — Formed with suff. -al fr. L. imdgo,

gen. imdginis. See image.

imaginary, adj. — L. imdgindrius, 'that which

exists only in appearance, imaginary', fr. imdgo,

gen. imdginis. See image and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives

:

imaginari-ly,adv., imaginari-ness,n.

imagination, n. — ME,, fr. L. imdgindtidnem,

ace. of imdgindlid, 'mental image, fancy', fr.

imdgindtus, pp. of imdgindri. See imagine and

•ation.

Derivative: imagination-al, adj.

imaginative, adj. — OF. imaginatif (itm. imagi-

native), fr. Late L. imdgindtivus, 'imaginative',

fr. L. imdgindtus, pp. of imdgindri. See next word

and -ive.

Derivatives: imaginative-ly, adv., imaginative-

ness, n.

imagine, tr. and intr. v. — ME., fr. MF. (=F.)

imaginer, fr. L. imdgindri, 'to picture to oneself,

imagine', fr. imago, gen. -inis; see image. L.

imdgindri is prop, a loan translation of Gk.

(pavTa!^Etj&ai, 'to become visible, imagine'. See

image. Derivative: imagin-er,n.

imago, n., the final stage of an insect (entomol.)—
L. imdgo, 'picture'. See image.

imam, also imaum, n., i) the leading priest in a

Moslem mosque; 2) religious leader of Islam.—
Arab, imdm, 'leader', lit. 'one who precedes', fr.

dmma, 'he preceded'.

imamah, n., the office or dignity of an imam. —
Arab, imdma", fr. imdm. See prec. word.

imaret, n., in Turkey, an inn. — Turk., fr. Arab.

'imdra", 'pious institution, hospice', fr. 'dmara,

'he lived'.

imbecile, adj., mentally feeble; n., a mentally

feeble person. — F. imbecile, fr. L. imbecillus,

'weak, feeble', which prob. stands for *im-

baccillos and lit. means 'without a staff, without

support', fr. in-, 'not', and hacillum, 'a small

staff', dimin. of baculum, 'staff'. See bacillus

and cp. debacle.

Derivative : imbecile-ly, adv.

imbecility, n. — F. imbecillite, fr. L. imbecilli-

tdtem, ace. of imbecillitds, 'weakness, feeble-

ness', fr. imbecillus. See prec. word and -ity.

imbed, tr. v. — Formed fr. im-, 'in', and bed; var.

of embed.



imbibe

imbibe, tr. v., to drink in. — F. imbiber, fr. L. im-

bibere, 'to drink in', fr. in-, 'in', and bibere, 'to

drink', whence bibulus, 'drinking readily'. See

bibulous and cp. beverage. Cp. also imbrue.

Derivatives: imbib-er, n., imbibition (q.v.)

imbibition, n. — F., fr. L. imbibit-{um), pp. stem

of imbibere, 'to drink in'. See prec. word and

-ition.

imbitter, tr. v., obsol. var. of embitter,

imbrex, n., a roof tile (Roman antiq.) — L. See

next word.

imbricate, adj., overlapping like tiles {zool. and

bat.) — L. imbricdtus, 'covered with tiles', pp.

of imbricdre, 'to cover with tiles ; to form like

a tile', fr. imbrex, gen. imbricis, 'a hollow roof

tile to lead off the rain', fr. imber, gen. imbris,

'rain', which stands for *mbhros and is cogn.

with Gk. 6|jiPpo?, 'rain', OI. abhrdm, 'cloud,

atmosphere', AvesticoH'/'^m, 'cloud', OI. dmbhahi,

'water', Arm. amb, amp, 'cloud', ump, 'drink',

and also with L. nebula, 'mist'. See nebula and

cp. ombro-. Gk. iiffbc,, 'foam', is not cognate

with L. imber, but with Arm. p'rp'ur, 'foam'.

imbricate tr. v., to lay so as to overlap; intr. v.,

to overlap. — L. imbricdtus, pp. of imbricdre.

See imbricate, adj.

Derivatives: imbricat-ed, adj., imbricat-ion, n.,

imbricat-ive, adj.

imbroglio, n., a confused situation; perplexity. —
It., fr. imbrogliare, 'to entangle, confuse, em-

broil', which prcb. derives fr. MF. (= F.) em-

brouiller. See embroil.

imbrue, tr. v., to stain, soil. — ME. embrowen,

embrewen, fr. OF. embevrer, embreuver, 'to give

to drink, to moisten', fr. VL. *imbiberdre, 'to

give to drink', which is formed fr. in-, 'in', and

L. bibere, 'to drink'. See bibulous and cp. imbibe,

imbrute, tr. v., to make like a brute; intr. v., to

sink to the level of a brute. — Formed fr. in-,

'in', and brute,

imbue, tr. v., to saturate. — L. imbuere, 'to wet,

moisten, stain, taint; to accustom, inure, ini-

tiate', of uncertain origin.

imburse, tr. v., to put into one's purse or a purse.

(rare). — VL. imbursdre (whence also F. em-

bourser), fr. in-, 'in', and Late L. bursa, 'leather

bag'. See burse and cp. bursar, reimburse,

imide, imid, n., a compound of the bivalent radi-

cal NH united to a bivalent acid radical (chem.)

— Coined through alteration of amide, amid,

imido-, combining form meaning 'containing the

bivalent radical NH united to a bivalent acid

radical' (chem.) — Fr. prec. word.

imidogen, n., the bivalent radical NH (chem.) —
Coined fr. imido- and -gen.

imine, imin, n., a compound containing the bi-

valent radical NH united to a bivalent hydro-

carbon radical (chem.)— Coined through alter-

ation of amine, amin.

imino-, combining form meaning 'containing the

bivalent radical NH united to nonacid radicals'

(chem.) — Fr. prec. word.
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imitable, adj. — F., fr. L. imitdbilis, 'that which

may be imitated, imitable', fr. imitdri. See next

word and -able.

Derivatives: imitabil-ity, n., imitable-ness, n.

imitate, tr. v. — L. imitdtus, pp. of imitdri, 'to

represent, copy, imitate, counterfeit', rel. to

im-dgo, 'representation, likeness, picture, image,

appearance, idea', and in gradational relation-

ship to aemulus, 'striving to equal', aemuldri,

'to strive to equal'. See image and verbal suff.

-ate and cp. emulate. Cp. also even, adj.

imitation, n. — F., fr. L. imitdtionem, ace. of imi-

tdtid, 'imitation', fr. imitdtus, pp. of imitdri. See

prec. word and -ion.

imitative, adj. — L. imitdtlvus, fr. imitdtus, pp.

of imitdri. See imitate and -ive.

Derivatives: imitative-ly, adv., imitative-ness, n.

immaculacy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

immaculate, adj., spotless; pure. — L. imma-

culdtus, 'unstained', fr. in-, 'not', and maculdtus,

'spotted, stained', pp. of maculdre, 'to make
spotted, to stain; to defile', fr. macula, 'spot,

mark'. See macula and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: immaculate-ly, adv., immaculate-

ness, n.

immane, adj. (archaic), i) monstrous, huge; 2) in-

human ; cruel. — L. immdnis, 'monstrous, enor-

mous, huge', lit. 'not good', fr. in-, 'not' and

OL. mdnus, 'good', which is rel. to manes, 'the

gods of the Lower World', lit. 'the good gods', a

euphemistic term. See manes.

Derivatives: immane-ly, adv., immane-ness, n.

immanence, immanency, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

immanent, adj., indwelling; inherent. — Late L.

imtnanens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of immanere,

'to dwell in, remain in', fr. in-, 'in', and L. ma-

nere, 'to remain, stay'. See remain and -ent.

Derivatives: immanent-al, adj., immanent-ly,

adv.

immanity, n., monstrosity, enormity. — L. im-

mdnitds, 'monstrous', fr. immdnis. See immane

and -ity.

Immanuel, masc. PN. — Heb. 'Immdnu'il, lit.

'God (is) with us'. This name is compounded
of 'immdna, 'with us' (which is formed fr. 'im,

'with', with the pronominal suff. of the ist

person pi.), and El, 'God'. Heb. Um derives fr.

stem '-m-m, 'to join, be united', whence also

''am, 'people'. See Amhaarez. For the second

element in the name Immanuel see El. Cp. Em-
manuel, ManueL

immarcessible, adj., unfading, imperishable. —
Late L. immarcescibilis, 'unfading', fr. in-, 'not',

and marcescibilis, 'withering', fr. L. marcescere,

'to wither, pine away'. See marcescent and -ible.

Derivatives: immarcessible-ness, n., immarces-

sibl-y, adv.

immaterial, adj. — ML. immaterialis, fr. in-,

'not', and Late L. materidlis, 'of matter;

material'. See materiaL
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Derivatives: immaterial-ism, n., immaterial-ist,

n., immaterial-ity, n., immaterial-ize, tr. v., im-

material-ly, adv., immaterial-ness, n.

immature, adj. — L. immatdrus, 'unripe, un-

timely, immature', fr. in-, 'not', and maturus,

'ripe, mature'. See mature.

Derivatives: immatur-ity, n., immature-ly, adv.,

immature-ness, n.

immeasurable, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and

measurable. Cp. immensurable.

Derivatives: immeasurabil-ity, n., immeasurable-

ness, n., immeasurabl-y, adv.

immediacy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

immediate, adj. — ML. immedidtus, fr. in-, 'not',

and Late L. medidtus, pp. of medidre, 'to divide

in the middle, to halve'. See mediate, v., and cp.

intermediate.

Derivatives: immediate-ly, adv., immediate-

ness, n.

immedicable, adj., incurable. — L. immedicdbitis,

'incurable', fr. in-, 'not', and medicdbilis,

'curable'. See medicable.

immemorable, adj., not memorable. — L. im-

memordbilis, fr. in-, 'not', and memordbilis,

'remarkable, memorable'. See memorable.

immemorial, adj., extending beyond memory.—
ML. immemoridlis, fr. in-, 'not', and L. memo-

ridlis, 'of memory'. See memorial.

Derivative : immemorial-ly, adv.

immense, adj. — F., fr. L. immensus, 'immeasur-

able, boundless, vast, immense', fr. in-, 'not',

and mensus, 'measured', pp. of metior, metiri,

'to measure'. See measure, mete.

Derivatives: immense, n., immense-ly, adv., im-

mense-ness, n., immensity (q.v.)

immensity, n. — F. immensite, fr. L. immensi-

tdtem, ace. of immensitds, 'immeasurableness,

immensity', fr. immensus. See prec. word and

-ity.

immensurable, adj. — F., fr. Late L. immensurd-

bilis, 'immeasurable', fr. in-, 'not', and men-

sHrdbilis, 'measurable'. See mensurable.

Derivatives: immensurabil-ity, n., immensurable-

ness, n.

immerge, tr. v., to immerse; intr. v., to plunge.—
L. immergere, 'to plunge into'. See next word.

immerse, tr. v., to plunge into. — L. immersus,

pp. of immergere, 'to plunge into', fr. in-, 'in',

and mergere, 'to dip, immerse, plunge'. See

merge and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: immers-ed, immers-ibte, adjs., im-

mersion (q.v.)

immersion, n. — Late L. immersio, gen. -onis, 'a

plunging into', fr. L. immersus, pp. oi immergere.

See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: immersion-ism, a., immersion-ist, n.

immigrant, adj. and n. — L. immigrdns, gen. -an-

tis, pres. part, of immigrdre. See next word and

-ant.

immigrate, intr. and tr. v. — L. immigrdl-(um),

pp. stem of immigrdre, 'to go or remove into'.

fr. in-, 'in', and migrdre, 'to remove (from one

place to another)'. See migrate.

Derivatives: immigrat-ion, n., immigrat-ory, adj.

imminence, imminency, n. — Late L. imminentia,

fr. L. imminens, gen. -entis. See next word and

-ce, resp. -cy.

imminent, adj. — L. imminens, gen. imminentis,

pres. part, of imminere, 'to hang over, project

over; to threaten, be imminent', fr. in-, 'in', and

I.-E. base *men-, 'to stand out, project'. See

mount, 'hill, mountain', and -ent and cp. emin-

ent, prominent.

Derivatives: imminent-ly, adv., imminent-ness,ii.

immission, n., injection. — L. immissid, gen.

-onis, 'a sending in, introduction', fr. immissus,

pp. of immittere. See next word and -ion.

immit, tr. v., to send in; to inject.— L. immittere,

'to send in, introduce', fr. in-, 'in', and mittere,

'to send'. See mission.

immitigable, adj. — Late L. immitigdbilis, 'not

mitigable', fr. in-, 'not', and L. mitigdre, 'to

make soft, mitigate'. See mitigate and -able.

immobile, adj. — F., fr. L. immdbilis, 'immov-

able', fr. in-, 'not', and mdbilis, 'movable'. See

mobQe.

immobility, n. — F. immobilite, fr. L. immdbili-

tdtem, ace. of immdbititds, 'immovableness', fr.

immobilis. See prec. word and -ity.

immobilize, tr. v. — F. immobiliser, fr. L. im-

mobilis. See immobile and -ize.

Derivative: immobiliz-ation, n.

immoderate, adj. — L. immoderdtus, 'without

measure; intemperate, unrestrained', fr. in-,

'not', and moderdtus, pp. of moderdre, 'to mod-

erate'. See moderate, adj.

Derivatives: immoderate-ty, adv., immoderate-

ness, n.

immoderation, n. — L. immoderdtid, gen. -onis,

'want of moderation, excess', fr. immoderdtus.

See prec. word and -ion.

immodest, adj. — L. immodestus, 'unrestrained,

immoderate', fr. in-, 'not', and modestus,

'measured, moderate; modest'. See modest.

Derivative; immodest-ly, adv.

immodesty, n. — L. immodestia, 'immoderate

conduct', fr. immodestus, 'immoderate'. See

prec. word and -y (representing L. -ia).

immolate, tr. v., to kill (a sacrificial victim), to

sacrifice. — L. immoldtus, pp. of immoldre, 'to

sacrifice', lit. 'to sprinkle (the sacrificial victim)

with meal', fr. in-, 'in', and mola, 'mealstone;

meal'. See molar, 'grinding' and verbal suff. -ate.

immolation, n. — L. immoldtid, gen. -onis, 'a

sacrificing', fr. immoldtus, pp. of immoldre. See

prec. word and -ion.

immoral, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and moral.

Derivatives: itnmoral-ity, n., immoral-ly, adv.

immoralism, n., moral indifference; immorality.

— G. Immoralismus, coined by the German

philosopher Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche (1844-

1900) fr. F. (= E.) immoral (see prec. word) and

suff. -ismus, fr. L. -ismus. See -ism.



immoral ist

immoralist, n., an advocate of immoralism. —
See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: immoralist, immoralist-ic, adjs.

immortal, adj. — L. immortdlis, 'deathless, un-

dying, immortal, everlasting', fr. in-, 'not', and
mortdlis, 'mortal'. See mortal and cp. immor-

telle.

Derivatives: immortal, n., immortality (q.v.),

immortalize (q.v.)

immortality, n. — F. immortalite, fr. L. immor-

talitatem, ace. of immortdlitds, 'immortality', fr.

immortdlis. See prec. word and -ity.

immortalize, tr. v. — Formed with suff. -ize fr. L.

immortdlis. See immortal.

Derivative: immortaliz-ation, n.

immortelle, n., any of various flowers which pre-

serve their shape and color even after being

dried. — P., fem. o( immortel, 'immortal', used

as a noun. See immortal.

immovable, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and

movable.

Derivatives: immovabil-ity, n., immovable-ness,

n., immovabl-y, adv.

immune, adj., i) free from obligation, exempt;

2) protected from a certain disease. — L. im-

mfmis, 'exempt from public service, free from
taxes; exempt, free', formed fr. in-, 'not', and

-munis, from the stem of mfinia (pi.), 'duties,

services', which is rel. to L. com-munis, 'com-

mon'. See common, adj.

immunity, n. — F. immunite, fr. L. immUnitdtem,

ace. of immiinitds, 'exemption from public

service', fr. immimis. See prec. word and -ity.

immunize, tr. v. — Formed with suff. -ize fr. L.

immiinis. See imune.

Derivative: immtmiz-ation, n.

immuno-, combining form meaning 'immune, im-

munity'. — Fr. L. immiinis. See immune.

immunology, n., that branch of science which

deals with immunity. — A hybrid coined fr.

immuno- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who
sf>eaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: immunolog-ic, immunolog-ic-al,

adjs., immunolog-ist, n.

immure, tr. v., to shut up. — Lit. 'to shut up
within walls', fr. ML. immCirdre, fr. in-, 'in', and
L. miirus, 'wall'. See mural.

Derivatives: immur-ation, n., immure-ment, n.

immutability, n. — L. immHtdbititds, fr. immutd-

bilis. See next word and -ity.

immutable, adj.— L. immiltdbilis, 'unchangeable',

fr. in-, 'not', and miitdbilis, 'changeable', fr.

mutdre, 'to change'. See mutable.

Derivatives: immutable-ness, n., immutabl-y,

adv.

imp, n., a little devil. — ME. impe, fr. OE. impa,

'shoot, graft; young tree', fr. impian, 'to graft'.

See imp, v.

Derivatives: imp-ish, adj., imp-ish-ty, adv., imp-

ish-ness, n.

imp, tr. v., i) to graft, engraft; 2) to repair (a
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wing). — ME. impen, fr. OE. impian, 'to graft',

fr. VL. *imputdre [whence also OHG. impfon

(MHO., G. impfeii), F. enter'[, fr. Late L. im-

potus, 'graft', a word occurring in the Salic

Law, fr. Gk. ejitpuTOi;, 'implanted', verbal adj.

of c[i.9UEiv, 'to implant', which is formed fr. hi

(see 2nd en-) and ipiieiv, 'to bring forth, pro-

duce'. See phyto-.

impact, tr. v., to press firmly. — L. impactus, pp.

of impingere, 'to strike against'. See impinge.

impact, n., a striking together; collision; the

force of a collision. — L. impactus, fr. impactus,

pp. of impingere. See impact, v.

impaction, n.— L. impactio, gen. -onis, 'a striking

against', fr. impactus, pp. of impingere. See im-

pact, v., and -ion.

impair, tr. v., to make worse; to damage. — ME.
empeiren, fr. OF. empeirier, earlier form of em-

pirier (F. empirer), fr. VL. *impejdrdre, 'to make
worse', fr. in-, 'in', and L. pejor, 'worse'. See

pejorative.

Derivatives: impair-er, n., impair-ment, n.

impale, tr. v., to fix on a stake. — F. empaler, fr.

ML. impdldre, 'to fix on a stake', fr. in-, 'in',

and L. pdlus, 'stake'. See pale and cp. empale.

impalement, n. — F. empalement, fr. empaler.

See prec. word and -ment.

impanate, adj., present in the consecrated bread

{Christian theol.)— Excles. L. impdndtus, pp. of

impdndre, 'to embody in bread', fr. in-, 'in', and

L. pdnis, 'bread'. See pastor and cp. panification.

For the ending see adj. suff. -ate.

impanation, n. — ML. impdndtio, gen. -onis, fr.

Eccles. L. impdndtus, pp. of impdndre. See prec.

word and -ion.

impanel, tr. v. — A var. of empanel.

impark, tr. v. — OF. emparquer, fr. pare. See

im-, 'in', and park.

Derivative: impark-ation, n.

impart, tr. v. — OF. empartir, fr. L. impartire, 'to

share with another, impart, communicate',

which is formed fr. in-, 'in', and partire, 'to

divide, distribute', fr. pars, gen. partis, 'part'.

See part, n.

Derivatives: impart-ation, n., impart-ment, n.

impartible, adj., indivisible (said of an estate). —
Late L. impartibilis, fr. im-, 'not', and partibilis,

'divisible'. See part, n., and -ible.

Derivatives : impartibil-ity, n., impartibl-y, adv.

impartible, adj., capable of being imparted. —
Formed fr. impart with suff. -ible.

Derivative: impartibil-ity, n.

impasse, n., blind alley. — F., formed fr. in-,

'not', and passer, 'to pass'. See pass, v,

impassibility, n. — Late L. impassibilitds, fr. im-

passibilis. See next word and -ity.

impassible, adj. — Late L. impassibilis, 'incap-

able of passion', fr. in-, 'not', imd passibilis. See

Derivatives: impassible-ness, n., impassibt-y,

adv.

impasston, tr. v. — It. impassionare, 'to fill with
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passion', fr. in (fr. L. in, see in-, 'in') and;?aM/o«e

(fr. L. passidnem, ace. of passid), 'passion'. See

passion.

Derivatives: impassion-ed, adj., impassion-ed-ly,

adv., impassion-ed-ness, n.

impassionate adj., free from passion.— Formed

fr. in-, 'not', and passionate,

impassive, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and pas-

sive.

Derivatives: impassive-ly, adv., impassiv-ity, n.

impaste, tr. v., to cover with paste. — It. im-

pastare, fr. in (fr. L. in, see in-, 'in'), and pasta,

'paste'. See paste,

impaste, n., laying on of colors thickly {painting).

— It., fr. impastare. See prec. word.

impatience, n. — ME. impacience, fr. OF. im-

pacience, impatience (F. impatience), fr. L. im-

patientia, fr. impatiens, gen. -entis. See impa-

tient and -ce and cp. patience.

Impatiens, n., a genus of plants, the balsam (hot.)

— L., 'impatient' (see next word): so called in

allusion to the circumstance that the pods burst

when touched.

impatient, adj. — ME. impacient, fr. OF. im-

pacient, impatient (F. impatient), fr. L. im-

patientem, ace. of impatiens, 'impatient', fr. in-,

'not', und patiens, 'suffering, patient', pres. part.

oi patl, 'to suffer'. See patient.

Derivatives: impatient-ly, adv., impatient-ness,n.

impawn, tr. v., to put in pawn. — Formed fr.

in-, 'in', and pawn, 'pledge'.

impayable, adj., that cannot be paid. — F.,

formed fr. in-, 'not', and payable. See payable.

impeach, tr. v., to accuse. — ME. empechen, fr.

OF. empescher, empeechier (F. empicher), 'to

prevent, hinder, impede', fr. Late L. impedicdre,

'to entangle', fr. in-, 'in', and L. pedica, 'shackle,

fetter'. See impede and cp. dipSche.

Derivative: impeach-able, adj., impeach-ment, n.

impearl, tr. v., to form into pearls or pearl-Uke

drops. — Formed on analogy of F. emperler fr.

in-, 'in', and pearL

impeccable, adj., i) not liable to sin; 2) faultless.

— Late L. impeccdbilis, 'impeccable', ht. 'not

liable to sin', fr. in-, 'not', and L. peccdre, 'to

sin'. See peccant and -able.

Derivatives: impeccabil-ity, n., impeccabl-y, adv.

impeccant, adj., sinless. — See prec. word and

-ant

impecuniosity, n. — See next word and -ity.

impecunious, adj., habitually without money;

poor. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', L. pecOnia,

'money', and suff. -ous. See pecuniary.

impedance, n., the apparent resistance in an alter-

nating electric current. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ance.

impede, tr. v., to obstruct. — L. impedire, 'to en-

tangle, ensnare, shackle, hinder, impede', lit.

'to put the feet into fetters', fr. im-, 'in', and

'pedis, 'fetter', prop, 'chain for the feet', which

is rel. to pedica, 'shackle, fetter', compes, 'fet-

ter', and cogn. with Gk. TriSr], 'fetter', fr. I.-E.

base *pSd-, *pdd-, 'foot'. See foot and cp. fetter.

Cp. also pedal, expedient, impeach.

Derivatives: imped-er, n., imped-ible, adj., im-

ped-ibil-ity, n., impediment (q.v.)

impediment, n., hindrance. — L. impedimentum,

lit. 'that by which one is impeded', fr. 'impedire.

See impede and -ment.

Derivatives: impediment-al, adj., impediment-

ary, adj.

impedimenta, n. pi., traveling equipment. — L.,

'traveling equipage, luggage, baggage', lit. 'that

by which one is impeded (on a joiuney)', pi. of

impedimentum. See prec. word.

impel, tr. v. — L. impellere, 'to push, strike

against; to drive forward, urge on; incite, in-

stigate', fr. In-, 'in', and pellere, 'to drive'. See

appeal and pulse, 'throb', and cp. impulse.

Derivative: impell-ent, adj.

impend, intr. v., i) to hang over; 2) to be about

to happen. — L, impendere, 'to hang over; to

impend, bw imminent, threaten', fr. in-, 'in',

and pendere, 'to hang'. See pendant,

impendence, impendency, n.— Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

impendent, adj., impending.— L. impettdens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of impendere, 'to hang over'.

See impend and -ent.

impenetrable, adj. — ME. impenetrabel, fr. MF.
{— F.) impenetrable, fr. L. impenetrdbilis, 'that

cannot be penetrated; unyielding', fr. in-, 'not',

and penetrdbilis. See penetrable. •

Derivatives: impenetrabil-ity, n., impenetrable-

ness, n., impenetrabl-y, adv.

unpenetrate, intr. v., to penetrate deeply. —
Formed fr. in-, 'in', and penetrate.

Derivative: impenetrat-ion, n.

impenitence, impenitency, n. — L. impaenitentia,

fr. impaenitens, gen. -entis. See next word and

suff. -ce, resp. -cy, and cp. penitence,

impenitent, adj.— L. impaenitens, gen. -entis, 'not

repenting', fr. in-, 'not', and paenitens, gen. -en-

tis, pres. part, of paenitere, 'to repent'. See

penitent

Derivatives: impenitent, n., impenitent-ly, adv.,

impenitent-ness, n.

imperative, adj. — L. imperdtivus, 'pertaining to,

or proceeding from, a command', fr. imperdtus,

pp. of imperdre, 'to command'. See emperor

and -ive.

Derivatives: imperative, n., imperativ-al, adj.,

imperative-ly, adv., imperative-ness, n.

imperator, n. — L., 'commander-in-chief, gen-

eral, commander; emperor', fr. imperdtus, pp.

of imperdre, 'to command'. See emperor.

Derivatives: imperator-ial, adj., imperator-ial-

ly, adv.

imperceptible, adj. — F., fr. ML. imperceptibilis,

fr. in-, 'not', and Late L. perceptibilis. See per-

ceptible.

Derivatives: imperceptibil-ity, n., imperceptible-

ness, n., imperceptibl-y, adv.

impeifect, adj. — ME. imperfit, imparfit, ft. MF.



imperfection

(= F.) imparfait, fr. L. imperfectus, 'unfinished,

incomplete', fr. in-, 'not', and perfectus, 'finish-

ed, completed' ; see perfect. E. imperfect was re-

modeled after L. imperfectus.

Derivatives: imperfect, n., imperfect-ly, adv.,

imperfect-ness, n.

imperfection, n. — F., fr. Late L. imperfectionem,

ace. of imperfectid, 'imperfection', fr. L. imper-

fectus. See prec. word and -ion.

imperial, adj. — ME. emperial, imperial, fr. OF.
emperial, imperial (F. imperial), fr. L. imperidlis,

'pertaining to the empire; pertaining to the em-
peror', fr. imperium. See imperium and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: imperial, n., imperial-ism, n., im-

perial-ist, n., imperial-ist-ic, adj., imperial-ize, tr.

v., imperial-ly, adv.

imperious, adj., commanding, dominating, domi-
neering; imperative. — L. imperiosus, 'possess-

ed of power, mighty, powerful; domineering,

tyrannical', fr. imperium. See imperium and -ous.

Derivatives: imperious-ly, adv., imperious-

ness, n.

imperium, n., supreme power; empire; right of

jurisdiction.— L., 'command, order; dominion,

empire', from the stem of imperdre, 'to com-
mand*. See imperator and cp. empire.

impermeable, adj. — F. impermeable, fr. Late L.

impermedbilis, fr. im-, 'not', and permedbilis.

See permeable.

Derivatives: impermeabil-ity, n., impermeable-

ness, n., impermeabl-y, adv.

impersonal, adj. — Late L. impersondlis, formed
fr. in-, 'not', and personalis, 'personal'. See
personal.

Derivatives: impersonal-ity, n., impersonal-ly,

adv.

impertinence, n. — F. impertinence, fr. ML. im-

pertinentia, fr. Late L. impertinens, gen. -entis.

See next word and -ce.

impertinent, adj. — F., fr. Late L. impertinentem,

acc.of impertinens, 'not belonging, not pertinent',

fr. in-, 'not', and L. pertinens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of pertinere, 'to pertain'. See pertinent.

Derivatives: impertinent-ly, adv., impertinent-

ness, n.

imperturbable, adj. — l^te L. imperturbdbilis,

'that cannot be disturbed', fr. in-, 'not', L. per-

turbdre, 'to confuse, disturb', and suff. -dbilis.

See perturb and -able.

Derivatives: imperturbabil-ity, n., imperlurbable-

ness, n., imperturbabl-y, adv.

impervious, adj., not allowing passage. — L. im-

pervius, 'that cannot be passed through', fr. in-,

'not', and pervius. See pervious.

Derivatives: impervious-ly, adv., impervious-

ness, n.

impetiginous, adj., afflicted with impetigo. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. impetigo, gen.

-iginis. See next word.

impetigo, n., a pustular disease of the skin (med.)
— L. impetigo, 'eruption of the skin', from im-

776

petere, 'to rush at, assail, attack; to seek', fr.

in-, 'in', and petere, 'to rush at, attack'. See
petition.

impetrate, tr. v., to obtain by entreaty. — L. im-

petrdtus, pp. of impetrdre, 'to accomplish, ob-
tain, procure', fr. in-, 'not', and patrdre, 'to

bring about', a verb formed fr. pater, gen. patris,

'father' ; see father and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

perpetrate. For the change of Latin d (inpdtrdre)

to ^ (in im-petrdre) see accent and cp. words
there referred to.

impetration, n. — L. impetrdtid, gen. -dnis, 'an

obtaining by entreaty', fr. impetrdtus, pp. of im-

petrdre. See prec. word and -ion.

impetrative, adj. — L. impetrdtlvus, 'obtained by
entreaty', fr. impetrdtus, pp. of impetrdre. See

impetrate and -ive.

impetuosity, n. — F. impetuosite, fr. ML. impe-

tuositdtem, ace. of impetuositds, fr. Late L. im-

petuosus. See next word and -ity.

impetuous, adj., vehement, violent. — F. impe-

tueux (fem. impetueuse), fr. Late L. impetudsus,

'impetuous, violent', fr. L. impetus, 'attack'. See

next word and -ous.

Derivatives: impetuous-ly, adv., impetuous-

ness, n.

impetus, n., the force with which a body moves.
— L,, 'attack, assault, onset, impulse, violence,

vigor, force, ardor, passion', fr. in-, 'in', and
petere, 'to rush at; to seek'. See petition.

Impeyan pheasant. — Named by the English or-

nithologist John Latham (1740-1837) in 1787
after Sir Elijah and Lady Impey, who tried to

naturalize this bird in England. For the ending

see suff. -an.

impi, n., an organized body of Kaffir warriors.

— Zulu.

impiety, n.— F. impiete, fr. L. impietdtem, ace. of

impietds, 'want of reverence', fr. impius, 'im-

pious'. See impious and -ty and cp. piety.

impinge, intr. v., to strike against; to infringe

upon. — L. impingere, 'to drive or strike a-

gainst', fr. in-, 'in', and pangere, 'to drive in,

fasten, fix; to settle, determine'; see pact. For
the change of L. a (in pdngere) to 1' (in im-

pingere) see contingent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivative: impinge-ment, n.

impious, adj. — L. impius, 'irreverent, wicked,

impious', fr. in-, 'not', aaApius, 'dutiful, pious'.

See pious.

Derivatives: impious-ly, adv., impious-ness, n.

implacaoility, n. — late L. impldcdbilitds, fr.

L, implacabilis. See next word and -ity.

implacable, adj. — F., fr. L. impldcdbilis, 'un-

appeasable', fr. in-, 'not', and pldcdbilis, 'easily

appeased'. See placable.

Derivatives: implacable-ness,n., implacabl-y,a.dv.

implacental, adj., having no placenta (applied to

a group of mammals including the marsupials).

— Formed fr. in-, 'not', placenta and adj.

suff. -al.
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implant, tr. v. — F. implanter, fr. in-, 'not', and
planter, fr. L. plantdre, 'to plant'. See plant.

Derivatives: implantation (q.v.), implant-er, n.

implantation, n. — F., fr. implanter, 'to implant'.

See prec. word and -ation.

implead, tr. v., to sue at law. — OF. emplaidier,

fr. em- (fr. L. im-) and plaidier, 'to plead'. See

in-, 'in', and plead.

implement, n., a tool. — Late L. implementum, 'a

filling up', fr. L. implere, 'to fill up'. See next

word and -ment.

Derivatives: implement, tr.\., implement-ation,n.

impletion, n., a filling; the state of being full. —
Late L. impletid, gen. -dnis, 'a filling up, fulfill-

ment', fr. L. impletus, pp. of implere, 'to fill up',

fr. in-, 'in', and OL. plere, 'to fill' (in classical

Latin the verb plere is used only in compounds).

See full, adj. and cp. plenum. For the ending

see -ion.

implicate, adj., intertwined, entangled. — L. im-

plicdtus, pp. of implicdre. See implicate, v.

Derivatives: implicate-ly, adv., implicate-ness, n.

implicate, n., something implied. — L. implicd-

tum, neut. pp. of implicdre, used as a noun. See

implicate, v.

implicate, tr. v., to envelop, infold; to imply. —
L. implicdtus, pp. of implicdre. See imply and
verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: implicat-ive, adj., implicat-ive-ly,

adv., implicat-ory, adj.

implication, n. — L. implicdtio, gen. -dnis, 'inter-

weaving, entanglement', fr. implicdtus, pp. of

implicdre. See implicate v., and -ion.

Derivative: implication-al, adj.

implicit, adj.,— F. implicite, fr. L. implicitus, pp.

of implicdre. See implicate, v.

Derivatives: implicit, n., implicit-ly, adv., tm-

plicit-ness, n.

implode, intr. and tr. v., to burst inward. —
Formed fr. in-, 'in', and L. plaudere, plddere, 'to

clap'. See plaudit and cp. explode and words
there referred to.

imploration, n. — L. impldrdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a be-

seeching for help', fr. implordtus, pp. of im-

plordre. See next word and -ation.

implore, tr. v. — L. impldrdre, 'to invoke with

tears, beseech, implore', fr. in-, 'in', and pldrdre,

'to cry out, wail, lament', which is of imitative

origin. Cp. deplore, explore.

Derivatives: implor-er, n., implor-ing, adj., im-

plor-ing-ly, adv., implor-ing-ness, n.

implosion, n. — Formed fr. implode on the ana-

logy of the ratio explode: explosion.

implosive, adj.— Formed fr. implode on the anal-

ogy of the ratio explode: explosive.

Derivative: implosive-ly, adv.

impluvium, n., rainwater tank in the atrium of the

ancient Roman house. — L., fr. impluere, 'to

rain into', fr. in-, 'in', and pluere, 'to rain'. See

pluvial and cp. compluvium.

imply, tr. v. — OF. emptier, fr. L. implicdre, 'to

infold, involve, intangle', fr. in-, 'in', and pli-

cdre, 'to fold'. See ply, 'to bend', and cp. plicate.

Cp. also implicate, v., and employ, which are

doublets of imply.

Derivative: impli-able, adj.

impolite, adj. — L. impolitus, 'rough, unpolished,

inelegant', fr. in-, 'not', and politus, 'polished,

elegant'. See polite.

Derivatives: impolite-ly, adv., impolite-ness, n.

imponderable, adj., having no weight. — Formed
fr. in-, 'not', and Late L. ponderdbilis, 'that can
be weighed'. See ponderable.

Derivatives: imponderable, n., imponderabil-ity,

n., imponderable-ness, n., imponderabl-y,

adv.

impone, tr. v., to wager (obsol.) — L. impdnere,

'to place into, lay upon ; to impose', fr. in-, 'in',

and pdnere, 'to put, place'. See position and cp.

words there referred to.

imponent, adj., that imposes; n., one who im-
poses. — L. impdnens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

impdnere. See prec. word and -ent.

import, tr. v. — L. importdre, 'to bring into; to

bring about, cause' (in Medieval Latin also 'to

be of importance'), fr. in-, 'in', and portdre, 'to

carry'. See port, 'to carry'.

Derivatives: import, n., import-able, adj., im-

port-abil-ity, n., import-ation, n., import-er,

n.

importance, n. — F., fr. important. See next word
and -ce.

important, adj. — F., fr. ML. importantem, ace.

of importdns, pres. part, of importdre, 'to be of
importance'. See import and -ant.

Derivative : important-ly, adv.

importunate, adj., troublesomely urgent. — ML.
importQndtus, pp. of importundri. See next word
and adj. suff. -ate.

importune, tr. v., to molest. — F. importuner, fr.

ML. importdndri, 'to be troublesome', fr. L.

importdnus, 'inconvenient, unsuitable', which

is formed fr. in-, 'not', and portus, 'port, harbor',

and orig. meant 'without a harbor', i.e. 'diffi-

cult of access'. See port, 'harbor', and cp.

opportune.

Derivative: importun-ate-ly, adv.

importunity, n. — L. importdnitds, 'unsuitable-

ness, want of consideration', fr. importdnus.

See importune, v., and -ity.

impose, tr. and intr. v. — F. imposer, fr. L. im-

pdnere (pp. impositus), 'to impose', which was
Gallicized after F. poser, 'to put, place'. See

impone and cp. compose and words there re-

ferred to. See also pose, 'to place'.

Derivatives: impos-er, n., impos-ing, adj., impos-

ing-ly, adv., impos-ing-ness, n.

imposition, n. — L. impositid, gen. -dnis, 'a laying

on, application (of a name to a thing)', fr. im-

positus, pp. of impdnere, 'to impose'. See impone.

Derivative: imposition-al, adj.

impossibility, n. — F. impossibilite, fr. L. im-

possibilitdtem, ace. of impossibilitds, 'impossi-

bility', fr. impossibilis. See next word and -ity.



impossible

impossible, adj.— OF. (= F.), fr. L. impossibilis,

'impossible', fr. in-, 'not', and possibilis, 'pos-

sible'. See possible.

Derivative: impossibl-y, adv.

impost, n., tax, duty. — OF. impost (F. impdt),

fr. L. impositus, pp. of imponere, 'to place upon',

fr. in-, 'in', and ponere, 'to place'. See position,

impost, n., upper part of a piUar. — F. imposte,

fr. It. imposta, fr. L. imposita, fern. pp. of im-

ponere. See prec. word.

impostor, n. — F. imposteur, fr. Late L. impos-

torem, ace. of impostor, fr. impostus, a collateral

form of L. impositus, pp. of imponere, 'to impose

upon, deceive'. See imposition and agential

suff. -or.

impostume, imposthume, n., abscess. — OF. em-

postume, formed—with change of suff.—fr. L.

apostema, fr, Gk. dTC6CT-rY)|j.a, lit. 'a standing

off'. See aposteme.

imposture, n.— F., fr. Late L. impostura, 'deceit,

imposture', fr. impostus. See impostor and -ure.

impotence, impotency, n. — L. impotentia, 'in-

ability', fr. impotens, gen. -entis. See next word

and -ce, resp. -cy.

impotent, adj. — L. impotens, gen. -entis, 'power-

less, impotent'. See in-, 'not', and potent.

Derivatives: impotent-ly, adv., impotent-ness, n.

impound, tr. v., to shut up in a pound.— Formed

fr. in-, 'not', and pound, 'enclosure'.

impoverish, tr. v. — OF. empoveriss-, pres. part,

stem of empoverir, 'to render poor', fr. em-,

'im-', and povre (F. pauvre), 'poor'. See in-, 'in',

poor and verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: impoverish-er, n., impoverish-

ment, n.

imprecate, tr. v., to call down by prayer. — L.

imprecdtus, pp. of imprecdri, 'to invoke on, call

down upon, imprecate', fr. in-, 'in', and precari,

'to ask, beg, pray, request'. See pray and verbal

suff. -ate and cp. deprecate.

Derivatives: imprecation (q.v.), imprecat-ory,

adj.

imprecation, n. — L. imprecdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

imprecdtus, pp. of imprecdri. See prec. word

and -ion.

impregnabnity, n. — See next word and -ity.

impregnable, adj., that cannot be taken. — F.

imprenable, fr. prendre, 'to take', fr. L. pre-

hendere, prendere, 'to take'. See prehensile and

-able. The intrusive g in impregnable is prob.

due to next word.

Derivatives: impregnable-ness, n., impregnabl-y,

adv.

impregnate, adj., pregnant. — Late L. imprae-

gndtus, 'pregnant', pp. of impraegnare, 'to render

pregnant'. See im-, 'in', and pregnant, 'with

child', and adj. suff. -ate.

impregnate, tr. v., to make pregnant. — Late L.

impraegnatus, pp. of impraegnare. See impreg-

nate, adj.

Derivative: impregnat-ion, n.

iniDcesa. n.. an embton; the sentence accom-
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panying an emblem. — It. impresa, 'under-

taking; device', prop. fem. pp. of imprendere,

fr. VL. *imprendere, 'to undertake', fr. L. in

(see in-, 'in') and prehendere, prendere, 'to take'.

See prehensile and cp. emprise, enterprise. Cp.

also next word.

impresario, n., the manager of an opera com-

pany, etc. — It., fr. impresa, 'undertaking'. See

prec. word.

imprescriptible, adj., inalienable. — Formed fr.

in-, 'not', and L. praescrlptus, pp. oipraescribere,

'to write beforehand, order, appoint'. See

prescriptible.

impress, tr. v., to imprint. — ME. impressen, fr.

OF. empresser, fr. L. impressus, pp. of impri-

mere, 'to press into, impress, imprint', fr. in-,

'in', and premere, 'to press'. See press, v., and

cp. imprint.

'Dematiycs:impress-ed,ad}.,impress-ed-ly,iidv.,

impress-er, n., impress-ible, adj., impress-ibil-

ity, n., impression (q.v.), impress-ive, adj., im-

press-ive-ly, adv., impress-ive-ness, n.

impress, tr. v., to compel to serve in the army or

navy. — Formed fr. in-, 'in', and press, 'to

compel to serve'.

Derivative : impress-ment, n.

impression, n. — F., fr. L. impressidnem, ace. of

impressid, 'impression', lit. 'a pressing into', fr.

impressus, pp. of imprimere. See impress, 'to im-

print', and -ion.

Derivatives : impressionable (q.v.), impression-al,

adj., impression-al-ly, adv., impression-ary, adj.,

impressionism (q.v.), impressionist (q.v.)

impressionable, adj. — F. impressionnable, fr. im-

pressionner, 'to impress', fr. impression. See

prec. word and -able.

Derivatives: impressionabil-ity, n., impression-

able-ness, n., impressionabl-y, adv.

impressionism, n. — F. impressionnisme, formed

on the analogy of next word fr. F. impression

and suff. -isme. See impression and -ism.

impressionist, n. — F. impressionniste, from the

phrase icole impressionniste, coined by the

French critic Louis Leroy in 1874 to ridicule a

painting by Claude Monet, called Impression-

Sunrise. For the ending see suff. -ist.

Derivatives: impressionist-ic, adj., impressionist-

ic-al-ly, adv.

imprest, tr. v., to advance money. — Formed fr.

in-, 'in', and prest, 'an advance of money'. Cp.

It. imprestare, 'to advance money'.

imiH^st, n., advance of money.— Fr. prec. word.

Cp. It. impresto, of s.ra.

imprimatur, n., license to print a book, etc. —
ModL. imprimatur, 'let it be printed', fr. L. im-

primere (pp. impressus), 'to press into, impress,

imprint'. See impress.

imprimis, adv., in the first place. — L., for in

prJmis, 'among the first', whence 'chiefly, es-

pecially', fr. in, 'in', and abi. pL of primus, 'the

first*. See In-, 'in' and prime, adj.

invrlnt, tr. v. — ME. empreynten, fr. OF. em-
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preinter, fr. empreinte, fem. pp. of empreindre,

'to impress, imprint', used as a noun. OF. em-

preindre derives fr. VL. *impremere (for L. im-

primere), 'to impress, imprint'. See impress,

'to imprint'.

Derivatives: imprint-ed, adj., imprint-er, n.

imprint, n. — ME. empreynte, fr. OF. empreinte.

See imprint, v.

imprison, tr. v. — OF. emprisoner (F. emprison-

ner), fr. em-, en-, 'in', and prison. See im-, 'in',

and prison,

imprisonment, n. — OF. emprisonement (F. em-

prisonnement), fr. emprisoner. See prec. word

and -ment.

improbability, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L.

improbdbilis. See next word.

improbable, adj. — L. improbdbilis, 'not deserving

of approbation; objectionable', fr. in-, 'not', and

probdbilis, 'that may tie proved; likely, pro-

bable'. See probable.

Derivatives: improbable-ness, n., improbabl-y,

adv.

improbity, n., want of probity. — L. improbitds,

'wickedness, dishonesty*, fr. improbus, 'wicked,

vile, base, dishonest', fr. in-, 'not', and probus,

'good, proper, serviceable'. See probity.

impromptu, adv. and adj., extempore, offhand.—
F., fr. L. in prdmptH, 'in readiness', fr. in, 'in',

and abl. of prdmptus, 'readiness', fr. prdmptus,

pp. of promere, 'to take or bring out or forth'.

See in-, 'in', and prompt.

improper, adj. — F. impropre, fr. L. improprius,

'unsuitable, improper', fr. in-, 'not', and pro-

prius, 'one's own, proper'. See proper.

Derivatives: improper-ly, adv., improper-ness, n.

impropriate, tr. v., to appropriate. — ML. im-

propridtus, pp. of impropridre, 'to appropriate',

fr. in-, 'in', and L. proprius, 'one's own, proper'.

See proper and verbal suff. -ate and cp. ap-

propriate.

impropriate, adj., impropriated. — ML. im-

propridtus, pp. of impropridre. See prec. word
and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: impropriat-ion, n., impropriat-or, n.

impropriety, n. — L. improprietds (prob. through

the medium of F. impropriete), fr. improprius,

'improper'. See improper and subst. suff. -ty and
cp. propriety.

improve, tr. and intr. v. — AF. emprower, 'to

turn to profit', fr. OF. em, en, 'in, into', and
prou (n.), 'profit', fr. prou (adj.), 'valiant, brave'.

See in-, 'in', and prow, adj.

Derivatives: improve-ment, n., improv-er, n.,

improv-ing, adj., improv-ing-ly, adv.

improvise, tr. and intr. v. — F. improviser, fr. It.

improvvisare, fr. improvviso, 'unforeseen', fr. L.

imprdvisus, 'unforeseen, unexpected', fr. in-,

'not', and provisos, 'foreseen', pp. of prdvidere,

'to see beforehand'. See provide, provision and
cp. proviso.

Derivative: improvis-er, n.

imprudence, n. — L. in^rudentia, 'lack of fore-

sight', fr. imprHdens, gen. -entis. See next word
and -ce.

imprudent, adj. — L. imprudens, gen. -entis,

'not foreseeing, imprudent', fr. in-, 'not', and
prOdens, gen. -entis, 'foreseeing'. See prudent.

Derivatives: imprudent-ly, adv., imprudent-

ness, n.

impudence, impudency, n. — L. impudentia,

'shamelessness', fr. impudens, gen. -entis. See

next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

impudent, adj., shamelessly bold; insolent. —• L.

impudens, gen. -entis, 'shameless, impudent', fr.

In-, 'not', and pudens, gen. -entis, 'ashamed,

bashful, modest', pres. part, oi pudere, 'to be

ashamed'. See pudency and -ent.

Derivatives: impudent-ly, adv., impudent-ness,B.

impudicity, n., immodesty; shamelessness. — F.

impudicite, fr. impudique, 'shameless', fr. L.

impudlcus, of s.m., fr. in-, 'not', and pudicus,

'bashful, modest', which derives fr. pudere,

'to be ashamed'. See pudency and the suffixes

-ic and -ity and cp. prec. word.

impugn, tr. v., to attack by arguments. — ME.
impugnen, fr. MF. (= F.) impugner, fr. L. im-

pUgndre, 'to attack, assail', lit. 'to fight with',

fr. in-, 'in', and pUgndre, 'to fight', whence
pQgna, 'fight'. See pugnacious and cp. expugn,

oppugn, repugnant. Derivatives: impugn-able,

adj., impugn-er, n., impugn-ment, n.

impuissance, n., wealcness, want of power. — F.

See in-, 'not', and puissance,

impuissant, adj., weak, powerless. — F. See in-,

'not', and puissant,

impulse, n.— L. impulsus, 'pressure, shock; in-

citement, instigation', fr. impulsus, pp. of im-

petlere. See impel.

Derivative: impuls-ive, adj.

impulsion, n. — F., fr. L. impulsionem, ace. of im-

pulsid, 'a pushing against, external pressure', fr.

impulsus, pp. of impellere. See prec. word and
-ion.

impulsive, adj. — OF. (= F.) impulsif {iem. im-

pulsive) or ML. impulsivus, fr. L. impulsus, pp.

of impellere. See impel and -ive.

Derivatives: impulsive-ly, adv., impulsive-ness,n.

impunity, n. — F. impunite, fr. L. impQnitdtem,

ace. of impdnitds, 'freedom from punishment',

fr. impOnis, 'without punisliment', fr. in-, 'not',

and poena, 'punishment, penalty'. See penal

and -ity.

impure, adj.— L. impurus, 'unclean', fr. in-, 'not',

and purus, 'clean, pure'. See pure.

Derivatives: impure-ly, adv., impure-ness, n.

impurity, n. — F. impurete, fr. earlier impurite,

fr. L. impuritdtem, ace. of impdritds, 'unclean-

ness, impurity', fr. impurus. See prec. word and

-ity.

imputable, adj. — ML. imputdhilis, fr. L. im-

putdre. See impute and -able.

Derivatives: imputabil-ity, n., imputable-ness, n.,

imputabl-y, adv.

Imputatioii, n. — Late L. imputdtio, gen. -onis.



imputative

'account, charge', fr. L. imputatus, pp. of im-

putdre. See impute and -ation.

imputative, adj. — L. imputdtlvus, 'charging', fr.

imputatus, pp. of imputdre. See next word

and -ive. Derivatives: imputative-ly, adv.,

imputative-ness, n.

impute, tr. v. — F. imputer, fr. L. imputdre, 'to

reckon, account, charge, ascritie', fr. in-, 'in',

and putdre, 'to trim, prune, lop, clean, cleanse;

to think over, consider, reckon, count'. See

putative.

in, prep. — ME. in, fr. OE. in, rel. to OS., OFris.,

Du., OHG., MHG., G., Goth, in, ON. f, and

cogn. with Arm. /; y- and n- (before a vowel),

Gk. Ev, dial, tv, Homeric evl, OL. en, L. in,

Oscan en, Osco-Umbrian -en (postposition),

an- (before consonants), OPruss. en, Lith. {,

Lett. I, Olr. in, ini-, en-, OW., OBret. en, in,

Co., Bret, en, ModW. yn-, 'in', OSlav. on-, vHn-,

vH-, Russ. V, vo, vn-, Alb. iA (for *eny), 'as far

as'; fr. I.-E. *en, *i}, *eni, 'in'. Cp. in-, 'in', imi,

imiing, inter-, interior, into, intro-, ben, 'within',

denizen. Cp. also indigene and words there re-

ferred to.

in, adj. — Fr. prec. word.

in, adv. — ME. in, fr. OE. in, inn, inne, rel. to

the adverbs; OS. in, inn, ON. inn, OHG. in and

to OE. in, prep. See in, prep.

in-, pref. meaning in, into, toward, up, against,

as in mborn, incline. — E. in or L. in; see in,

prep. In words of Latin origin, in- becomes il-

before /, im- before b, m and j?, ir- before r (see

il-, 'in', im-, 'in', ir-, 'in'). Cp. em-, en-,

in-, privative pref., as in inadvertence. — L. in-,

'not', cogn. with Goth., OE. un, 'not'; see un-,

priv. pref. L. in-, 'not', becomes l- before gn,

il- before /, im- before b, m and p, ir- before r

(see i-, il-, 'not', im-, 'not', ir-, 'not').

in-, form of ino- before a vowel.

-in, suff. used in chemistry. — See -ine, suff. used

in chemistry.

-ina, a fern, suflf. used to form titles (as czarina)

and names (as Georgina). — L. -tna, a fem. suff.,

as in reg-ina, 'queen' (fr. rex, gen. regis, 'king').

-ina, pi. suff. used to form names of groups of

animals (zool.)— ModL. use of L. -ina, neut.

pi. ending of adjectives in -inus; see adj. suff.

-ine. The neut. form is due to L. animalia, 'ani-

mals', a neut. noun in the pi., which is under-

stood. Cp. -inae.

inaccessible, adj. — F., fr. Late L. inaccessibilis,

'unapproachable', fr. in-, 'not', and accessibilis.

See accessible.

Derivatives: inaccessibil-ity, n., inaccessible-

ness, n., inaccessibl-y, adv.

inadvertence, inadvertency, n. — ML. inadver-

tentia, fr. in-, 'not', and Late L. advertentia. See

advertence,

inadvertent, adj. — Back formation fr. inadvert-

ence, inadvertency. For the ending see suff. -ent.

Derivative: inadvertenl-ly, adv.

-inae. ol. suff. used to form names of subfamilies
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{zooi:)— ModL. use of L. -inae, fem. pi. ending

of adjectives in -inus. The feminine form is due

to L. bestiae, 'beasts', a feminine noun, which

is understood. Cp. -ina, suff. used in zoology.

inamorata, n., a female lover. — It. innamorata,

fem. of innamorato. See next word.

inamorato, n., a male lover. — It. innamorato,

pp. of innamorare, 'to fall in love', fr. in (fr. L.

in; see in-, 'in', and amore, 'love', fr. L. amorem,

ace. of amor. See amorous and cp. enamor.

inane, adj., i) empty {rare); 2) foolish. — L. ind-

nis, 'empty, void; worthless, useless', of un-

certain origin. Cp. exinanite.

Derivatives: inane, n., inane-ly, adv.

inanimate, adj.— Late L. /nanimami, 'lifeless', fr.

in-, 'not', and L. animdtus, 'animate'. See ani-

mate.

Derivatives: inanimate-ly, adv., inanimate-ness,

n., inanimat-ed, adj., inanimat-ion, n.

inanition, n., emptiness; exhaustion, starvation.

— L. indnitid, gen. -dnis, 'emptiness', fr. ind-

nitus, 'emptied', pp. of indnire, 'to empty', fr.

indnis. See inane and -ion.

inanity, n., emptiness; silliness; vanity. — L.

indnitds, 'emptiness; uselessness', fr. indnis. See

inane and -ity.

inapt, adj., not apt. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and

apt. Cp. inept, unapt.

Derivatives: inapt-ly, adv., inapt-ness, n.

inarticulate, adj. — Late L. inarticuldtus, 'inarti-

culate, indistinct', fr. in-, 'not', and L. articuldtus,

pp. of articuldre. See articulate.

Derivatives: inarticulate-ly, adv., inarticulate-

ness, n.

inartificial, adj. — L. inartificidlis, 'inartificial',

fr. in-, 'not', and artificidlis, 'pertaining to art,

artificial' ; see artificial. L. inartificidlis is prop,

a loan translation of Gk. &T:zy[yoq (which is

formed fr. priv. pref. a- and ^tfyr^, 'art').

Derivatives: inartificial-ity, n., inartificial-ly,

adv., inartificial-ness, n.

inaudible, adj. — L. inaudibilis, 'inaudible', fr.

in-, 'not', and audibilis, 'audible'. See audible.

Derivatives: inaudibil-ity, n., inaudible-ness, n.,

inaudibl-y, adv.

inaugural.adj .— F. See inaugurateand adj .
suff. -aL

Derivative : inaugural, n.

inaugurate, tr. and intr. v. — L. inaugurdtus, pp.

of inaugurdre, 'to take omens from the flight

of birds; to consecrate, inaugurate; to install',

fr. In-, 'in', and augurdre, 'to examine omens,

to augur', fr. augur. See augur and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: inauguration (q.v.), inaugurat-ory,

adj.

inauguration, n. — L. inaugurdtio, gen. -dnis, 'a

beginning', fr. inaugurdtus, pp. of inaugurdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

iBca, n., a king of ancient Peru; a member of the

royal family of ancient Peru.— Sp., fr. Quechua

inca, 'a noble, a prince'.

Derivatives: Inc-an, adj. and n.
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incalescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

Incalescent, adj., increasing in heat. — L. in-

calescens, gen. -entis, 'growing hot', pres. part.

of incalescere, 'to grow hot', fr. in-, and cale-

scere, 'to grow hot'. See calescent.

incandesce, tr. v., to cause to glow with heat;

intr. v., to glow with heat. — L. incandescere,

'to become hot, to glow', fr. in-, 'in', and can-

descere, 'to begin to glow'. See candescent,

incandescence, n. — Formed from next word

with suff. -ce.

incandescent, adj. — L. incandescens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of incandescere. See incandesce and

-ent.

incantation, n., magic formula; magic, spell. —
L. incantdtid, gen. -dnis, 'enchantment', fr. in-

cantdtus, pp. of incantdre, 'to chant a magic

formula, to bewitch, enchant', lit. 'to sing in',

fr. in-, 'in', and cantdre, 'to sing'. See cant,

'slang of beggars', and -ation and cp. enchant

Derivative: incantation-al, adj.

incapable, adj. — F., fr. Late L. incapdbilis, fr.

in-, 'not', and L. capdbilis, 'capable'. See capable.

Derivatives: incapabil-ity, n., incapable-ness, n.,

incapabl-y, adv.

incapacity, n. — F. incapacite, fr. ML. incapdci-

tdtem, ace. of incapdcitds, fr. Late L. incapdx,

gen. -dels, 'incapable', fr. in-, 'not', and L.capdx,

gen. -dcis, 'capable'. See capacity,

incarcerate, tr. v., to imprison. — ML. incar-

cerdtus, pp. of incarcerdre, 'to imprison', fr. in-,

'in', and L. career, 'an enclosed place; prison',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. cancel, chancel,

career. For the ending see subst. suff. -ate.

incarceration, n. — ML. incarcerdtio, gen. -dnis,

fr. incarcerdtus, pp. of incarcerdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

incarnadine, adj., flesh-colored. — F., fr. dial.

It. incarnadino, fr. It. incarnatirw, 'flesh color',

fr. incarnato, 'incarnate'. See incarnate.

Derivative: incarnadine, tr. v.

incarnate, adj., invested with flesh. — L. incar-

ndtus, pp. of incarndre, 'to make flesh', fr. card,

gen. carnis, 'flesh'. See carnal and adj. suff. -ate.

incarnate, tr. v., to invest with flesh. — L. in-

carndtus, pp. of incarndre. See incarnate, adj.

incarnation, n. — F., fr. Late L. incarndtidnem,

ace. of incarndtio, fr. L. incarnatus, pp. of in-

carndre. See incarnate, adj.

incendiary, adj., pertaining to arson. — L. in-

cendidrius, 'causing a fr/e', fr. incendium, 'fire',

fr. incendere, 'to set fire to, kindle, bum', fr. in-,

'in', and candere, 'to shine, be white; to glow

with heat'. See candid and adj. suff. -ary and cp.

incense. For the change of Latin S (in c&ndere)

to S (in in-cendere) see accent and cp. words

there referred to.

incense, n., smoke of burning spices. —- ME.
encens, fr. OF. (= F.) encens, fr. Late L. in-

cerisum, 'incense*, lit. 'something burnt', neut.

pp. ofL. incendere. Seepiec. wordandcp. censer.

inchoate

incense, tr. v., to offer incense; to perfume with

incense. — ME. encensen, fr. OF. (= F.) en-

censer, fr. encens. See incense, n.

incense, tr. v., to anger. — ME. encensen, fr. L.

incensus, pp. of incendere, 'to set fire to, kindle,

bum; to excite, irritate, anger'. See incense, n.

incensory, n., censer. — Eccles. L. incensdrium,

fr. L. incensus, pp. of incendere. See incense, n.,

and subst. suff. -ory.

incentive, adj., tending to incite. — L. incentivus,

'setting the tune; inciting', fr. incentus, pp. of

incinere, 'to sound, sing', fr. in-, 'in', and canere,

'to sing'. See cant, 'slang of beggars' and

-ive. For the change of Latin a (in canere) to e

(in in-centus) see accent and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: incentive, n., incentive-ly, adv.

incept, tr. v., i) to begin; 2) to take in, ingest. —
L. inceptus, pp. of incipere, 'to take in hand,

begin', fr. in-, 'in', and capere, 'to catch, seize,

take, hold'. See captive. For the change of Latin

d (in cdpere) to e (in in-ceptus) see accent and

cp. words there referred to.

inception, n. — L. inceptid, gen. -dnis, 'a begin-

ning, undertaking', fr. inceptus, pp. of incipere.

See prec. word and -ion.

inceptive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. in-

ceptus, pp. of incipere. See incept.

Derivative: inceptive, n., an inceptive verb.

incertitude, n. — F., fr. ML. incertitudinem, ace.

of incertitOdd, fr. L. incertus, 'uncertain', fr. in-,

'not', and certus, 'sure, certain'. See certain and

-tude and cp. certitude,

incessancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

incessant, adj., uninterrupted. — F., fr. Late L.

incessantem, ace. of incessdns, 'unceasing', fr.

in-, 'not', and L. cessdns, gen. -antis, pres. part.

of cessdre, 'to cease'. See cease and -ant.

Derivatives: incessant-ly, adv., incessant-ness,n.

incest, n.— L. incestus, 'unchastity, incest', fr. in-,

'not', and OL. castus (gen. castas), 'chastity',

which is rel. to L. castus, 'chaste'. See chaste.

For the change of Latin d (in cdstus) to e (in

in-c^stus) see accent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

incestuous, adj. — L. incestudsus, 'incestuous', fr.

incestus, 'unchaste', fr. in-, 'not', and castus,

'chaste'. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: incestuous-ly, adv., incestuous-

ness, n.

inch, n., the twelfth part of a foot. — ME. inche,

inch, fr. OE. ynce, fr. L. uncia, 'the twelfth part (of

anything) ; the twelfth part of a foot, an inch

;

the twelfth part of a pound, an ounce'. See

uncia and cp. ounce, 'the twelfth part of a pound',

which is a doublet of inch.

Derivative: iru:h, v., to move by inches.

Inch, n., a small island (Scot.) — ME. inch, fr.

Gael, innis, 'island*, rel. to Olr. inis, W. ynys,

Co. enys, Bret, enez, of s.m.

indioate, adj., just begim.— L. inchoatus, pp. of
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inchodre, more correctly spelled incohdre, 'to

begin', orig. 'to harness', fr. in-, 'in', and cohum,

'a strap fastening the plowbeam to the yoke',

lit. 'that which holds or encloses', fr. I.-E. base

*qogh-, a gradational var. of *qagh-, 'to encom-

pass, enclose'. See hedge and cp. words there

referred to. For the ending see adj. suff. -ate.

inchoate, tr. v., to begin. — Fr. L. inchodtus, pp.

of inchodre. See inchoate, adj. Derivatives:

inchoation (q.v.), inchoat-ive, adj. and n.

inchoation, n., beginning. — L. inchodtio, gen.

-onis, fr. inchodtus, pp. of inchodre. See inchoate

and -ion.

incidence, n. — F., formed fr. incident, adj. See

next word and suff. -ce.

incident, adj.— F. incident, fr. L. incidentem, ace.

of incidens, pres. part, of incidere, 'to fall

upon ; to happen, occur', fr. in-, 'in', and cadere,

'to fair. See cadence and suff. -ent. For the

change of Latin a (in cadere) to t (in in-cidere)

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: incident, n. (q.v.), incident-al, adj.

and n., incident-al-ly, adv., incident-al-ness, n.

incident, n. — F. See incident, adj.

incinerate, tr. v., to reduce to ashes. — L. in-

cinerdtus, pp. of incinerdre, 'to reduce to ashes',

fr. in-, 'in', and cinis, gen. cineris, 'ashes'. See

cinerary and vrbal suflF -ate.

Derivatives: incineration (q.v.), incinerat-or, n.

incineration, n. — F. incineration, fr. ML. in-

cinerdtionem, ace. of incinerdtio, fr. L. incine-

rdtus, pp. of incinerdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

incipience, incipiency, n., beginning. — Formed

from next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

incipient, adj., beginning, initial. — L. incipiens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of incipere, 'to begin'. See

inceptive and -ent.

Derivative : incipient-ly, adv.

incipit, n., the opening words of a book, etc. —
L., '(here) begins', 3rd pers. sing. pres. of in-

cipere. See prec. word.

incise, tr. v. — F. inciser, fr. L. incisus, pp. of in-

cidere, 'to cut into, cut through, carve, en-

grave', fr. in-, 'in', and caedere, 'to cut'. See

cement and cp. words there referred to. For the

change of Latin ae (in caedere) to f (in in-cidere,

in-cisus) see acquire and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

incision, n.— F., fr. L. incisionem, ace. of incisio-,

'a cutting into, incision', fr. incisus, pp. of in-

cidere, 'to cut into'. See prec. word and -ion.

incisive, adj. — ML. incisivus, fr. L. incisus, pp.

of incidere, 'to cut into'. See incise and -ive.

Derivatives; incisive-ly, adv., incisive-ness, n.

incisor, n., a front tooth. — ML. incisor, 'a cut-

ting tooth', lit. 'that which cuts into', fr. L. in-

cisus, pp. of incidere. See incise and agential

suff. -or.

incitation, n. — P., fr. L. incitdtidnem, ace. of

incitdtio, 'an inciting', fr. incitatus, pp. of in-

citare. See next word and -ion.

incite, tr. v. — F. inciter, fr. L. incitdre, 'to put

into rapid motion, urge, encourage, stimulate,

rouse', fr. in-, 'in', and citdre, 'to set into quick

motion, excite, provoke, call urgently', freq. of

ciere (pp. citus), 'to set in motion'. See cite and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: incit-er, n., incile-ment, n., incit-

ing-ly, adv.

incivility, n. — F. incivilite, fr. Late L. incivili-

tdtem, ace. of incivilitds, fr. incivilis, 'not civil',

fr. in-, 'not', and L. civilis, 'pertaining to a

citizen, civil'. See civil and -ity.

incivism, n., neglect of civic duties. — F. in-

civisme, fr. in (fr. L. in-; see in-, 'not') and

civisme. See civism.

inclemency, n. — L. inclementia, 'rigor, harsh-

ness, roughness, severity', fr. inclemens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -cy and cp. clemency.

inclement, adj.— L. inclemens, gen. -entis, 'harsh,

rough, severe', fr. in-, 'not', and clemens, gen.

-entis, 'mild, calm'. See clement.

Derivatives : inclement-ly, adv., inclement-ness, n.

inclinable, adj. — OF. enclinable, fr. encliner, in-

cliner. See incline and -able.

inclination, n. — F., fr. L. inclindlidnem, ace. of

inclindtid, 'a leaning, bending, inclining, in-

clination', fr. incllndtus, pp. of inclindre. See

next word and -ation.

incline, tr. and intr. v. — ME. enclinen, fr. OF.

encliner, incUner (F. incliner), fr. L. inclindre,

'to cause to lean, to bend, bow, incline', fr. in-,

'in', and -clindre (found only in compounds), 'to

bend'. See clinic and cp. decline, v.

Derivatives: incline, n., inclin-ed, adj., inctin-er,

n., incUn-ing, n. and adj.

inclinometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

inclination or dip of the magnetic needle. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. inclindre, 'to incline', and

Gk. [i^Tpov, 'measure'. See incline and meter,

'poetical rhythm', and cp. clinometer.

inclose, v. — See enclose.

include, tr. v.— L. inclddere, 'to shut in, shut up,

enclose, include, insert', fr. in-, 'in', and clau-

dere, 'to shut, close'. See close, adj., and cp. en-

close. For the change of Latin au (in claudere)

to H (in in-clddere) see accuse and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: includ-ed, adj., includ-ed-ness, n.

inclusion, n. — L. inclOsio, gen. -onis, 'a shutting

up, confinement', fr. incldsus, pp. of inclOdere.

See prec. word and -ion.

inclusive, adj. — ML. incluslvus, fr. L. inclQsus,

pp. of inclddere. See include and -ive.

Derivatives: inclusive-ly, adv., inclusive-ness, n.

incogitable, adj., unthinkable. — ML. incdgi-

tdbilis, fr. in-, 'not', and L. cogitdbilis, 'con-

ceivable, imaginable, thinkable'. See cogitable.

incognito, adv., adj. and n. — It. incognito, 'un-

known', fr. L. incognitus, fr. in-, 'not', and co-

gnitus, 'known', pp. of cogndscere, 'to become

acquainted with, perceive, understand, know'.

See cognition and cp. iacofiBU.
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income, n. — Lit. 'that which comes in', formed
fr. in, adv. (see in) and come.

incommensurable, adj.— ML. incommensdrdbilis,

fr. im-, 'not', and Late L. commensdrdbilis. See

commensiu^ble.

Derivatives: incommensurable, n., incommen-
surabil-ity, n., incommensurable-ness, n., incom-

mensurabl-y, adv.

incommode, tr. v. — F. incommoder, fr. L. in-

commoddre, 'to cause inconvenience, be in-

convenient, be troublesome', fr. incommodus,

'inconvenient, troublesome', fr. in-, 'not', and
commodus, 'suitable, convenient'. See commode.

incommodious, adj. — Formed on analogy of L.

incommodus (see prec. word) fr. in-, 'not', and
commodious.

Derivatives; incommodious-ly, adv., incommo-
dious-ness, n.

incommodity, n. — F. incommodite, fr. L. incom-

moditdtem, ace. of incommoditds, 'inconvenien-

ce, disadvantage', fr. incommodus. See incom-

mode and -ity.

incommutable, adj. — L. incommHtdbilis, 'un-

changeable', fr. in-, "'not', and commutdbilis,

'changeable'. See commutable.

Derivatives: incommutabil-ity, n., incommutable-

ness, n., incommutabl-y, adv.

incomparable, adj. — F., fr. L. incompardbilis, fr.

in-, 'not', and L. compardbilis. See comparable.

Derivatives: incomparable, n., incomparabil-ity,

n., incomparable-ness, n., incomparabl-y, adv.

incompatible, adj. — ML. incompatibilis, fr. in-,

'not', and ML. compatibilis. See compatible.

Derivatives: incompatible, n., incompatibil-ity,

n., incompatible-ness, n., incompatibl-y, adv.

incompetence, n. — F. incompetence, fr. incom-

petent. See next word and -ce.

incompetent, adj. — F. incompetent, fr. Late L.

incompetentem, ace. of incompetens, 'insuffi-

cient', fr. in-, 'not', and L. competens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of competere, 'to strive together, be
suitable'. See competent.

Derivatives: incompetent, n., incompetent-ly,

adv., incompetent-ness, n.

incomplete, adj. — Late L. incompletus, 'incom-

plete', fr. in-, 'not', and L. completus, pp. of
complere, 'to fill up'. See complete.

Derivatives: incomplete-ly, adv., incomplete-

ness, n.

incomprehensible, adj. — L. incomprekensibilis,

'that cannot be seized; incomprehensible', fr.

in-, 'not', and comprehensibilis. See compre-
hensible.

Derivatives: incomprehensibil-ity, n., incompre-
hensible-ness, n., incomprehensibl-y, adv.

incondite, adj., badly constructed. — L. incon-

ditus, 'unformed, uncouth, rude', fr. in-, 'not',

and conditus, pp. of condere, 'to put together'.

See condiment

incongniaice, n. — Late L. incongruentia, 'in-

conghiity', fr. L. incongruens, gen. -entis. See
next word and -ce.

incongment, adj. — L. incongruens, gen. -entis,

'incongruous, inconsistent', fr. in-, 'not', -jnd

congruens, gen. -entis, pp. of congruere,"to
agree'. See congruent.

Derivative: wicon^'/'wenf-/)', adv. '

incongruity, n. — ML. incongruitds, fr. L. in-

congruus. See next word and -ity.

incongruous, adj. — L. incongruus, 'incongruous,

inconsistent', fr. in-, 'not', and congruus, 'fit,

suitable, congruous'. See congruous.

Derivatives: incongruous-ly, adv., incongruous-

ness, n.

inconnu, n., i) an unknown person; 2) a large

food fish {Stenodus mackenzii).— P., 'unknown',
fr. in-, 'not', and connu, 'known', pp. of con-

naitre, 'to know', fr. L. cogndscere, 'to become
acquainted with, perceive, understand, know'.
P. connu goes back to OF. coneii, fr. VL. *co-

gnedtus, which corresponds to L. cognitus, pp. of

cogndscere. See cognition and cp. incognito.

inconsequence, n. — L, incdnsequentia, fr. incon-

sequens, gen. -entis. See next word and -ce.

inconsequent, adj. — L. incdnsequens, gen. -entis,

'not logically connected', fr. in-, 'not', and cdn-

sequens, gen. -entis, pp. of cdnsequi, 'to follow'.

See consequent.

Derivatives: inconsequent-ly, adv., inconsequent-

ness, n., inconsequent-ial, adj., inconsequent-ial-

ly, adv., inconsequent-ial-ness, n.

inconsiderate, adj. — L. inconsiderdtus, 'thought-

less, inconsiderate', fr. in-, 'not', and cdnslde-

rdtus, pp. of cdnsiderdre, 'to consider'. See

considerate.

Derivatives: incons'derate-ly, adv., inconsid.r-

ate-ttess, n.

inconsideration, n. — Late L. inconsiderdtio, gen.

-onis, 'inconsiderateness', fr. L. inconsiderdtus.

See prec. word and -ion.

inconsolable, adj. — L. inconsdldbilis, 'incon-

solable', fr. in-, 'not', and cdnsdldbilis, 'conso-

lable'. See consolable.

Derivatives: inconsolabil-ity, n., inconsolable-

ness, n., inconsolabl-y, adv.

inconspicuous, adj. — L. inconspicuus, fr. in-,

'not', and cdnspicuus. See conspicuous.

Derivatives: inconspicuous-ly, adv., inconspi-

cuous-ness, n.

inconstancy, n. — L. incdnstantia, fr. incdnstdns,

gen. -antis. See next word and -cy.

inconstant, adj. — P., fr. L. incdnstdns, gen. -an-

tis, 'inconstant, changeable, fickle', fr. in-, 'not',

and cdnstdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of cdnstdre,

'to stand firm'. See constant

Derivatives: inconstant-ly, adv., inconstant-

ness, n.

incontinence, incontinency, n. — P., fr. L. incon-

tinentia, fr. incontinens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -ce, resp. -cy.

incontinent, adj., not continent, incapable of
restraint. — P., fr. L. incontinentem, ace. of in-

continens, 'incontinent', fr. in-, 'not', and con-

tinens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of continere, 'to
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hold together'. See continent, adj.

incontinent, also incontinently, adv. immediately

{archaic). — Fr. Late L. in continentl (scil. tem-

pore), 'in continuous time', fr. in-, 'in', and abl.

of continens. See prec. word.

incontrovertible, adj. — Coined by Sir Thomas
Browne (1605-82), fr. in-, 'not', controvert and

sufF. -ible.

Derivatives: incontrovertibil-ity, n., incontro-

vertible-ness, n., incontrovertibl-y, adv.

inconvenience, inconveniency, n. — OF. incon-

venience (F. inconvenance), fr. Late L. incon-

venientia, 'lack of consistency, incongruity', fr.

L. inconveniens, gen. -entis. See next word and

-ce, resp. -cy.

inconvenient, adj. — F. inconvenient, 'unsuitable',

fr. L. inconvenientem, ace. of inconveniens, 'xxa-

suitable', fr. in-, 'not', and conveniens, gen.

-entis, 'suitable', pres. part, of convenire, 'to be

suitable'. See convenient.

Derivatives: inconvenient-ly, ndv., inconvenient-

ness, n.

inconvertible, adj. — Late L. inconvertibilis, fr.

in-, 'not', and convertibilis. See convertible.

Derivatives: inconvertibil-ity, n., inconvertible-

ness, n., inconvertibl-y, adv.

incorporate, adj., incorporeal. — L. incorpordtus,

'not embodied', fr. in-, 'not', and corpordtus.

See corporate.

incorporate, adj., united in one body. — Late L.

incorpordtus, 'incorporated', pp. of incorpordre,

'to provide with a body, incorporate', fr. in-,

'in', and L. corpordre, 'to make into a body', fr.

corpus, gen. corporis, 'body'. See corpus and

adj. sufF. -ate and cp. corporate.

incorporate, tr. v., to form into a body, to form

into a society; intr. v., to unite. — Late L. in-

corpordtus, pp. of incorpordre. See prec. word.

Derivatives: incorporat-ed, adj., incorporat-ing,

adj., incorporation (q.v.), incorporat-ive, adj.,

incorporat-or, n.

incorporation, n., the act of incorporating. —
ME. incorporacioun, fr. OF. incorporation, fr.

Late L. incorpordtionem, ace. of incorpordtio,

fr. incorpordtus, pp. of incorpordre. See incor-

porate, 'united in one body', and -ion.

incorporeal, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. L. incorporeus, 'incorporeal', fr. in-, 'not',

and corpus, gen. corporis, 'body'. See corpus.

Derivatives: incorporeal-ity, n., incorporeal-ly,

adv.

incorporeity, n.— Formed with suff. -ity fr. L. in-

corporeus. See prec. word.

incorrect, adj. — L. incorrectus, 'uncorrected',

fr. in-, 'not', and correctus, pp. of corrigere, 'to

make straight, set right, correct'. See correct, adj.

Derivatives: incorrect-ly, adv., incorrect-ness, n.

incorrigible, adj. — F., fr. L. incorrigibilis, 'not to

be corrected', fr. in-, 'not', and corrigibilis, 'cor-

rigible'. See corrigible.

Derivatives: incorrigible, n., incorrigibil-ity, n.,

incorrigible-ness, n., incorrigibl-y, n.

incorrupt, adj. — L. incorruptus, 'unspoiled, un-

corrupted', fr. in-, 'not', and corruptus, pp. of

corrumpere, 'to destroy, corrupt'. See corrupt.

Derivative: incorrupt-ly, adv.

incorruptible, adj. — F., fr. Late L. incorrupti-

bilis, fr. in-, 'not', and corruptibilis. See cor-

ruptible.

Derivatives: incorruptibil-ity, n., incorruptible-

ness, n., incorruptibl-y, adv.

incomiption, n. — Late L. incorruptio, gen. -onis,

'incorruptibility', fr. in-, 'not', and L. corruptid,

gen. -dnis, 'corruption'. See corruption,

incrassate, tr. and intr. v., to thicken. — L. in-

crassdtus, 'made thick', pp. of incrassdre, 'to

make thick', fr. in-, 'in', and crassus, 'thick'.

See crass and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: incrassat-ion, n.

incrassate, adj., thickened. — L. incrassdtus, pp.

of incrassdre. See incrassate, v.

increase, intr. and tr. v. — ME. encresen, in-

cresen, fr. AF. encress-, corresponding to OF.

encreis-, encreiss-, pres. part, stem of encreistre,

encroistre, fr. L. increscere, 'to grow in or upon',

fr. in-, 'in', and crescere, 'to grow'. See crescent

and cp. increment.

Derivatives: increase, n., increas-able, adj., in-

creas-ed-ly, adv., increase-ment, n., increas-er,

n., increas-ing, adj., increas-ing-ly, adv.

incredibility, n. — L. incredibilitds, 'incredibility',

fr. incredibilis. See next word and -ity.

incredible, adj. — L. incredibilis, 'that cannot be

believed', fr. in-, 'not', and credibilis, 'worthy of

belief. See credible and cp. incroyable.

Derivatives: /ncrei//6/e-neii,n., incredibl-y, adv.

incredulity, n. — F. incredulite, fr. L. increduli-

tdtem, ace. of incredulitds, 'disbelief, fr. in-

credulus. See next word and -ity.

incredulous, adj. — L. incredulus, 'unbelieving',

fr. in-, 'not', and credulus, 'credulous'. See

credulous.

Derivatives: incredulous-ly, adv., incredulous-

ness, n.

increment, n., increase; growth. — L. incremen-

tum, 'growth, increase', fr. increscere, 'to grow

in or upon', fr. in-, 'in', and crescere, 'to grow'.

See increase and cp. decrement.

Eterivatives : increment-al, adj., increment-

ation, n.

incriminate, tr. v. — ML. incrimindtus, pp. of in-

crlmindre, 'to incriminate', fr, in-, 'not', and L.

crimindre, crimindri, 'to accuse one of a crime',

fr. crimen, gen. criminis, 'crime'. See criminate.

Derivatives: incriminat-ion, n., incriminal-or, n.,

incriminat-ory, adj.

incroach, intr. v. — See encroach,

incroyable, n., name of a French fop or dandy

in the period of the Directory (1795-99)- — F-

'incredible', fr. OF. increable, fr. in-, 'not', and

OF. creire (F. croire), 'to believe', fr. L. credere

(see creed and cp. incredible); so called in al-

lusion to their frequent use of the word in-

croyable.
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incrust, tr. v. — F. incruster, it. L. incrustdre,

'to cover with a crust or coat, incrust', fr. In-, 'in',

and crustdre, 'to cover with a crust', fr. crusta,

'crust'. See crust and cp. encrust.

incrustate, adj. — L. incrustdtus, 'covered with

a crust', pp. of incrustdre. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -ate.

incrustation, n. — Late L. incrustatid, gen. -onis,

'a covering with a crust', fr. L. incrustdtus, pp.

of incrustdre. See incrust and -ion.

incubate, tr. and intr. v. — L. incubdtus, pp. of

incubdre, 'to lie in or upon', fr. in-, 'in', and

cubdre, 'to lie down'. See cubicle and verbal

suff. -ate and cp. incuml)ent.

Derivatives: incubation (q.v.), incubat-ive, adj.,

incubator (q.v.), incubat-ory, adj.

incul>ation, n. — L. incubdtio, gen. -onis, 'a lying

upon eggs', fr. incubdtus, pp. of incubdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

incul>ator, n. — Lit. 'one who or that which in-

cubates', fr. L. incubator, fr. incubdtus, pp. of

incubdre. See incubate and agential sufif. -or.

incubus, n., i) an evil spirit supposed to lie on

sleeping persons; 2) a nightmare. — Late L.,

'nightmare', lit. 'what lies upon one', fr. incubdre.

See incubate and cp. succubus.

incudal, incudate, adj., pertaining to the incus

{anat.) — Formed with adj. suff. -al, resp. -ate,

fr. L. inciis, gen. incUdis, 'anvil'. See incus.

incudo-, before a vowel incud-, combining form

denoting the incus (anat.) — Fr. L. inciis, gen.

incHdis, 'anvil'. See incus.

inculcate, tr. v., to impress on the mind. — L.

inculcdtus, pp. of inculcdre, 'to impress or urge

upon', lit. 'to tread in', fr. in-, 'in', and calcdre,

'to tread', fr. calx, gen. calcis, 'heel'. See Cal-

ceolaria and verbal sufiF. -ate and cp. recalcitrate.

For the change of Latin d (in cdlcdre) to « (in

in-cUlcdre) see desultory and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: inculcation (q.v.), inculcat-ive, adj.,

inculcat-or, n., inculcat-ory, adj.

inculcation, n.— Late L. inculcdtid, gen. -dnis, 'an

inculcating', fr. L. inculcdtus, pp. of inculcdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

inculpable, adj., not culpable. — Late L. incul-

pdbilis, fr. in-, 'not', and L. culpdbilis. See

culpable.

Derivatives : inculpabil-ity, n., inculpable-ness,n.,

inculpabl-y, adv.

inculpate, tr. v.— ML. inculpdtus, pp. of incul-

pdre, 'to reproach, blame', fr. in-, 'in', and L. cul-

pdre, 'to reproach, blame, censure', fr. culpa,

'blame, fault'. See culpable.

Derivatives: inculpat-ion, n., inculpat-ive, adj.,

inculpat-ory, adj.

incult, adj., uncultivated. — L. incultus, 'un-

tilled, uncultivated, unpolished, rude, im-

adomed', fr. in-, 'not', and cultus, 'tilled, culti-

vated', pp. of colere, 'to till, cultivate'. See cult.

incumbMicy, n. — Formed from next word with

sufF. -cy.

incumbent, adj., obligatory. — L. incumbens, gen.

•entis, pres. part, of incumbere, 'to lie upon,

apply oneself to', fr. in-, 'in', and -cumbere (found

only in compounds), 'to he'. See cubicle and cp.

accumbent and words there referred to.

Derivatives: incumbent, n. (q.v.), incurrtbent-ly,

adv.

incumbent, n., one who holds an ecclesiastical

benefice or any other office. — Fr. prec. word.

incunabula, n. pi., i) the first stages of anything;

2) books printed Ijefore the year 1500. — L.

incQndbula (pi.), 'swaddling clothes; cradle;

childhood; origin, beginning', formed fr. m-,

'in', and cdnae, 'cradle', which stands for *koi-

nd, 'a place to lie down in', and is cogn. with

Gk. KotxT), 'place to lie down in, bed', xeia&ai,

'to lie, to lie asleep', xoi|iav, 'to lull to sleep',

fr. L-E. base *kei-, 'to lie, settle down', whence

also L. clvis, 'member of a commimity, citizen'.

See civil and cp. words there referred to. Cp.also

cunabula.

incur, tr. v. — L. incurrere, 'to run into, run to-

ward, rush at', fr. in-, 'in', and currere, 'to run'.

See current, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

incurable, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) incurable,

fr. Late L. incdrdbilis, fr. in-, 'not', and L.

curdbilis. See curable.

Derivatives: incurable, n., incurabil-ity, n., in-

curable-ness, n., incurabl-y, adv.

incuriosity, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L.

incHriosus. See next word.

incurious, adj. — L. incdridsus, 'careless, indif-

ferent, negligent', fr. in-, 'not', and curidsus,

'careful, diligent'. See curious.

Derivatives: incurious-ly, adv., incurious-ness, n.

incurrent, adj., running in. — L. incurrens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, oi incurrere. 'to run into'. See

incur and -ent.

incursion, n. —L. incursid, gen. -dnis, 'an assault,

inroad, attack', fr. incursus, pp. of incurrere.

See incur and -ion.

incursive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

incursus, pp. of incurrere. See incur and -ive.

incurvate, adj., bent or curved inward. — L. in-

curvdtus, pp. of incurvdre, 'to bend, crook,

curve', fr. in-, 'in', and curvdre, 'to bend, crook,

curve'. See curve, v., and adj. suff. -ate.

incurvate, tr. and intr. v., to bend or curve in-

ward. — L. incurvdtus, pp. of incurvdre. See

incurvate, adj.

incurvation, n. — L. incurvdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a

bending, curving', fr. incurvdtus, pp. of incur-

vdre. See incurvate, adj., and -ion.

incurve, tr. v., to bend or curve inward. — L. in-

curvdre. See incurvate, adj.

incus, n., the middle of three small bones in the

cat (anat.)— L. inciis, 'anvil', a name given to this

bone by the Belgian anatomist Andreas Ve-

salius (1514-64) because of its resemblance to

an anvil. L. inciis derives from the stem of in-

cOdere, 'to forge with a hammer', fr. in-, 'in',

and cudere, 'to strike, beat', which is cogn. with
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ON. hoggva, OE. heawan, 'to hew'. See hew and

cp. caudex.

incuse, adj., stamped in, impressed (esp. used in

numismatics). — L. incusus, pp. of incudere, 'to

forge with a. hammer'. See incus.

Derivative: incuse, n., impression (esp. on a

coin)

incuse, tr. v., to stamp (esp. on a coin). — L. in-

cusus, pp. of incOdere. See incuse, adj.

indaba, n., meeting, council (among S. African

tribes). — Zulu in-daba, fr. pref. in and daba,

'business, matter news'.

indagate, tr. v., to search out, investigate. — L.

inddgatus, pp. of inddgare, 'to trace out, track,

search, investigate', formed fr. ind(u)-, 'in', and

dg-, the lengthened form of the stem of agere,

'to drive' ; orig. a hunting term used in the sense

'to drive (the game) in'. For the first element

see indigene, for the second see agent, adj., and

cp. ambages. For the ending see verbal sufiF. -ate.

indagation, n. — L. inddgdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a

tracing out, investigation', fr. inddgdtus, pp. of

inddgare. See prec. word and -ion.

indagator, n. — L. inddgdtor, 'tracker, investi-

gator', fr. inddgdtus, pp. of inddgdre. See inda-

gate and agential suff. -or.

indamine, indamin, n., any of a series of organic

bases containing the NH group (chem.) — G.

Indamin, prob. coined from the abbreviation of

ind(igo) and amin.

indebted, adj. — ME. endetted, pp. of endetten,

'to indebt, oblige', fr. OF. endetter, fr. en, 'in',

and dette, 'debt'. In ModE. L. in- has been

substituted for ME. and OF. en-. See ist en-,

in-, 'in', and debt.

Derivative : indebted-ness, n.

indecency, n. — L. indecentia, 'unseemliness, im-

propriety', fr. indecens, gen. -ends. See next

word and -cy.

indecent, adj. — L. indecens, gen. -entis, 'un-,

seemly, improper', fr. in-, 'not', and decens,

gen. -entis, 'becoming, fitting, seemly, proper'.

See decent.

Derivatives: indecent-ly, adv., indecent-ness, n.

indecision, n. — F. indecision, fr. in-, 'not', and

decision. See decision.

indeclinable, adj. — F. indeclinable, fr. L. inde-

clindbilis, fr. in-, 'not', and dectindbilis. See

declinable.

Derivatives: indeclinable-ness, n., indeclinabl-y,

adv.

indecorous, adj. — L. indecdrus, 'unbecoming,

unseemly, disgraceful, indecorous', fr. in-, 'not',

and decdrus, 'becoming, fitting, seemly, proper'.

See decorous.

Derivatives: indecorous-ly, adv., indecorous-

ness, n.

indecorum, n., lack of decorum. — L. indecorum,

'that which is not suitable', neut. of indecdrus.

See indecorous and cp. decorum.

indeed, adv. — Formed fr. in and deed.

Derivative: indeed, interj.

indefatigable, adj. — Obsol. F. indefatigable, fr.

L. indefatigdbilis, 'that caimot be wearied', fr.

in-, 'not', and defatlgdre, 'to tire, exhaust', fr.

de- and fatigdre, 'to weary'. See fatigue and

-able.

Derivatives: indefatigabit-ity, a., indefatigable-

ness, n., indefatigabl-y, adv.

indefinite, adj. — L. indefinitus, 'indefinite', fr.

in-, 'not', and definltus, pp. of definire, 'to limit,

define'. See definite.

Derivatives: indefinite-ly, adv., indefinite-ness, n.

indelible, adj. — L. indelebilis, 'indelible, im-

perishable', fr. in-, 'not', and delere, 'to efface,

abolish, obliterate, destroy'. See delete and -ible.

Derivatives: indelibil-ity, n., indelible-ness, n.,

indelibl-y, adv.

indemnification, n. — See next word and -ation.

indemnify, tr. v. — Formed with suff. -fy fr. L.

indemnis, 'unhurt, uninjured', fr. in-, 'not', and

damnum, 'loss, injury'. See damn. For the change

of Latin a (in damnum) to e (in in-demnis) see

accent and cp. words there referred to.

indemnity, n. — F. indemnite, fr. Late L. indem-

nitdtem, ace. of indemnitds, 'security from

damage or loss, indemnity', fr. L. indemnis. See

prec. word and -ity.

indene, n., a hydrocarbon, QHg, obtained from

coal tar (chem.)— Coined from the abbreviation

of indole and suff. -ene.

indent, tr. v., to notch; intr. v., to make out an

order with a counterfoil. — ME. endenten, 'to

notch', fr. OF. (= F.) endenter, fr. ML. inden-

tdre, 'to furnish with teeth', fr. in-, 'in', and L.

dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth'. See tooth and cp.

denti-.

Derivatives: indent, n., a notch; indenture, n.,

indent-ation, n., indent-ion, n., indenture (q.v.)

indent, tr. v., to make a dent, impress. — Formed
fr. in-, 'in', and dent.

Derivative: indent, n., a dent, indent-ation, n.

indenture, n., i) an indented document; 2) any

deed or contract ; esp. 3) a contract of appren-

ticeship. — ME. endenture, fr. OF. endenteiire,

endenture, fr. endenter. See indent, v., and -ure.

Derivatives: indenture, tr. v., indentur-ed, adj.

independence, n. — Formed fr. independent with

suff. -ce. Cp. F. independance.

independency, n. — Formed from next word

with suff. -cy.

independent, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and

dependent Cp. F. indeperuiant.

Derivatives: independent, n., independent-ly,adv.

indeterminable, adj. — Late L. indetermindbilis,

'that cannot be defined', fr. in-, 'not', and deter-

mindbilis. See determinable.

Derivatives: indeterminable-ness, n., indeter-

minabi-y, adv.

indeterminate, adj. — Late L. indetermindtus,

'undefined', fr. in-, 'not', and L. delermindtus,

pp. of determindre. See determinate.

Derivatives: indetermirmte-ly, adv., indetermin-

ate-ness, n., indetermirmt-ion, n.

*. I

WI

indeterminism, n., the doctrine that human will is

free (philos.) ~ Formed fr. in-, 'not', and deter-

minism.

indeterminist, n., a believer in indeterminism. —
See prec. word and -ist.

index, n. — L. index, gen. indicis, 'a pointer, in-

dicator; the forefinger; sign, mark, indication;

guide, witness, informer', rel. to indicdre, 'to

point out, show'. See indicate.

Derivatives: index, tr. v., index-ed, adj., index-

er, n., index-ing, n.

India, n. — L., fr. Gk. 'IvSiS, fr. "IvSo?, 'the river

Indus', fr. OPers. Hindu, fr. OI. sindhuh, 'river',

spec, 'the river Indus', whence 'the region of

the river Indus'. Cp. Hindu, indigo, indium,

sandia, sendal, sindon. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in Sapindus and in tamarind.

Derivatives: Indi-an, adj. and n.

Indie, adj., of, or pertaining to, India. — L. In-

dicus, fr. Gk. 'IvSixo?, fr. 'IvSta. See prec. word

and -ic and cp. indigo.

indicate, tr. v. — L. indicdtus, pp. of indicdre, 'to

point out, show, indicate, declare', fr. in-, 'in',

and dicdre, 'to proclaim, dedicate, consecrate',

which is rel. to dicere, 'to say, tell'. See diction

and verbal suff. -ate and cp. index, indicia,

indict.

Derivatives: indicat-ed, adj., indication (q.v.),

indicative (q.v.), indicator (q.v.), indicat-ory,ad}.

indication, n. — F., fr. L. indicdtidnem, ace. of

indicdtid, 'an indicating', fr. indicdtus, pp. of

indicdre. See prec. word and -ion.

indicative, adj. — F. indicatif(fem. indicative), fr.

L. indicdtivus, fr. indicdtus, pp. of indicdre. See

indicate and -ive.

Derivative: indicalive-ly, adv.

indicative, n. — F. indicatif. See indicative, adj.

indicator, n. — Late L., 'one that points out or

shows', fr. L. indicdtus, pp. of indicdre. See in-

dicate and agential suff. -or.

indicia, n. pi., indications. ~ L., pi. of indicium,

'information, discovery, disclosure; sign, mark',

fr. index, gen. indicis. See index.

indict, tr. v., to charge with a crime. — ME. en-

diten, 'to dictate, write down, accuse, indict',

fr. OF. enditer, 'to dictate, write down; to sug-

gest, teach; to prescribe', fr. VL. *indictdre, 'to

declare, proclaim in writing', fr. in-, 'in', and

L. dictdre, 'to say often, declare, prescribe, dic-

tate'. See dictate and cp. indite, which is a dou-

blet of indict. Cp. also indicate, indicia.

Derivatives: indict-abte, adj., indict-ee, n., in-

dict-or, n., indict-ment, n.

indiction, n., i) the edict of a Roman emperor

establishing the valuation of a property for pur-

poses of taxation at the beginning of every fif-

teen years ; 2) a recurring cycle of fifteen years.

— L. indictio, gen. -dnis, 'declaration, appoint-

ment', esp. 'appointment of tax', fr. indictus,

pp. of indicere, 'to declare, appoint', fr. in-, 'in',

and^icerc, 'to say'. See diction and -ion and cp.

prec. word.

Indies, n. pi. — PI. of Indie, Indy, fr. L. India.

See India.

indifference, indifferency, n. — L. indifferentia,

'want of difference, similarity', fr. indifferens,

gen. -entis. See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

indifferent, adj. — L. indifferens, gen. -entis, 'in-

different, similar; neither good nor evil', fr.

in-, 'not', and differens, pres. part, of differre,

'to differ'. See different.

Derivatives: indifferent, n., indifferent-ism, n.,

indifferent-ist, n., indifferent-ly, adv.

indigence, n. — L. indigentia, 'need, want, in-

satiable desire', fr. indigens, gen. -entis. See in-

digent and -ce.

indigene, n., a native. — F. indigene, fr. L. in-

digena, 'native', lit. 'born within (the tribe)',

fr. *indu-gena, fr. OL. indu, fr. earlier endo, 'in',

and the base of L. gignere, perf. genui, 'to be-

get'. OL. endo is formed fr. en, 'in', and -do,

'to'; it is cogn. with Hitt. anda, andan, 'in, into,

within', Gk. svStva, 'entrails', Olr. inne (for

*en-d-io-), 'within' (but Gk. evSov, 'within', is

formed fr. ev, 'in', and the base of 86^05,

'house' ; see endo-). See in-, 'in', and to and cp.

the first element in indagate, indigent, industry.

For the second element in L. indigena see genus.

indigenous, adj., native. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. indigena, 'native'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: indigenous-ly, adv., indigenous-

ness, n.

indigent, adj., needy, poor. — F., fr. L. indi-

gentem, ace. of indigens, 'needy', pres. part, of

indigere, 'to need, want, require', which is com-

pounded ofOL. ind{u)-, 'in', and L. egere, 'to be

in need, be in want'. For the first element see in-

digene. The second element is prob. cogn. with

ON. ekla, 'want, lack', ekla, 'hardly', OHG.
eko-rddo, 'only', ekrodi, eccherode, 'thin, weak'.

For the change of Latin e (in egere) to i (in in-

digere) see abstinence and cp. words there re-

ferred to. L. egere is not cogn. with OE. acan,

'to ache', nor with the second element in L.

indi-gena, 'a native', and in ex-iguus, 'scanty,

small'.

indigested, adj. — Formed with suff. -ed fr. L.

indigestus, 'undigested; unarranged, confused',

fr. in-, 'not', and digestus, pp. of digerere, 'to

divide, distribute; to digest'. See digest, v.

indigestible, adj. — Late L. indigestibilis, 'in-

digestible', fr. in-, 'not', and digestibilis. See

digestible.

Derivatives: indigestibil-ity, n., indigestible-ness,

n., indigestibl-y, adv.

indigestion, n. — F., fr. Late L. indigestidnem,

ace. of indigestio, 'indigestion', fr. L. indigestus.

See indigested.

indigestive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

indigestus. See indigested.

indign, adj., unworthy (obsol.) — M£. indigne,

fr. MF. (= F.) indigne, fr. L. indignus, 'un-

worthy, undeserving', fr. in-, 'not', and dignus,

'worthy'. See dignity.
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indignant, adj. — L, indignans, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of indigndn, 'to be displeased at, to be

indignant', fr. in-, 'not', and dignus, 'worthy'.

See dignity and -ant.

Derivative : indignant-ly, adv.

indignation, n. — F., fr. L. indignationem, ace. of

indigndtio, 'indignation, displeasure', fr. indig-

ndtus, pp. of indigndri. See indign and -ation.

indignity, n. — L. indignitds, gen. -dtis, 'unwor-

thiness, meanness, baseness', fr. indignus, 'un-

worthy'. See indign and -ity.

indigo, n., a blue dye. — F., fr. Du. indigo, bor-

rowed fr. Sp. iitdico, indigo, fr. L. indicum, 'in-

digo', fr. Gk. Iv8ix6v, 'indigo', (short for 'IvStxiv

<p(ip(ia>cov, lit. 'Indian dye'), neut. of 'IvSixi?,

'Indian'. See Indie,

indigotic, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, in-

digo. — Irregularly formed fr. indigo with

suff. -ic.

indirect, adj. — Late L. indirectus (prob. through

the medium of F. indirect), fr. in-, 'not', and L.

directus. See direct, adj. and v.

Derivatives: indirect-ion, n., indirect-ly, adv.,

indirect-ness, n.

indiscreet, adj., not discreet; imprudent. — ME.
indiscrete, fr. F. indiscret (fern, indiscrite), fr. L.

indiscretus, 'unseparated, undivided, undistin-

guished; not distinguishing, indiscreet', fr. in-,

'not', and discretus, pp. of discernere. See

discreet and cp. next word.

Derivatives li/it/iscree^-Zv, adv., indiscreet-ness,r\.

indiscrete, adj., not consisting of distinct parts. —
L. indiscretus, 'unseparated'. See prec. word.

indiscretion, n. — F. indiscretion, fr. Late L. in-

discretionem, ace. of indiscretio, 'lack of discern-

ment', fr. L. indiscretus. See prec. word and -ion

and cp. discretion.

indispensable, adj. — ML. indispensdbilis, fr. in-,

'not', and dispensdbilis. See dispensable.

Derivatives: indispensabil-ity, n., indispensable-

ness, n., indispensabl-y, adv.

indisputable, adj. — Late L. indisputdbilis, fr. in-,

'not', and L. disputdbilis. See disputable.

Derivatives: indisputabil-ity, n., indisputable-

ness, n., indisputabl-y, adv.

indissoluble, adj. — L. indissolUbilis, 'that caimot

be dissolved', fr. in-, 'not', and dissolObilis. See

dissoluble.

Derivatives: indissolubil-ity, n., indissoluble-

ness, n., indissolubl-y, adv.

indistinct, adj. — L. indistinctus, 'not distinct;

confused', fr. in-, 'not', and distinctus. See

distinct.

Derivatives: indistinct-ion, n., indistinct-ive, adj.,

indistinct-ive-ly, adv., indistinct-ive-ness, n., in-

distincl-ly, adv., indistinct-ness, n.

indite, tr. v., to write, put down in writing. —
ME. enditen, 'to dictate, write down'. See indict,

indium, n.,name of a rare metallic element (cAem.)

— ModL., coined by its discoverers, the Ger-

man chemists Ferdinand Reich and Theodor

Richter, in 1863, fr. L. indicum, 'indigo' (see

indigo) ; so called by them in allusion to its color

in the spectrum.

individual, adj. — ML. individudlis, 'individual',

fr. L. individuus, 'undivided, indivisible', fr. in-,

'not', and dividuus, 'divisible', fr. dividere, 'to

divide'. See divide and adj. suff. -al and cp.

dividual. L. individuus was coined by Cicero to

translate Gk. atxofxoi;, 'that cannot be cut, indivis-

ible*.

Derivatives: individual, n., individual-ism, n.,

individual-ist, n., individual-ist-ic, adj., individual-

ist-ic-al-ly, adv., individual-ity, n., individual-ize,

tr. v., individual-iz-ation, n., individualiz-er, n.,

individual-ly, adv.

individuate, tr. v., to individualize. — ML. indi-

vidudtus, pp. of individudre, 'to individualize', fr.

L. individuus. See individual and verbal suff. -ate.

individuation, n. — ML. indlvidudtio, gen. -onis,

fr. individudtus, pp. of individudre. See prec.

word and -ion.

indivisible, adj.—LateL. indivisibilis, 'indivisible',

fr. in-, 'not', and divisibilis. See divisible.

Derivatives: indivisible, n., indivisibil-ity, n., in-

divisible-ness, n., indivisibl-y, adv.

Indo-, combining form meaning 'Indian'. — Fr.

Gk. 'IvS6(;, 'Indian', fr. 'Iv86?, 'the river Indus'.

See India,

indocile, adj. — F., fr. L. indocilis, 'that cannot

be taught', fr. in-, 'not', and docilis, 'docile'.

See docile,

indocility, n. — F. indocilite, fr. L. indocilitdtem,

ace. of indocilitds, 'unteachableness', fr. indo-

cilis. See prec. word and -ity.

indoctrinate, tr. v. — Formed fr. in-, 'in', L. doc-

trtna, 'teaching' (see doctrine), and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: indoctrinat-ion, n., indoctrinat-or,n.

Indo-European, adj. and n. — Coined by the phy-

sician, physicist and Egyptologist Thomas

Young (1773-1829).

indole, indol, n., a white crystalline compound,

C8H7N, obtained by reduction from indigo

derivatives (chem.) — Coined from the abbre-

viation of ind(igo) and suff. -ol (for alcoh-ol).

indolence, n. — L. indolentia, 'freedom from

pain, insensibility', fr. in-, 'not', and dolens, gen.

-entis; see next word and -ce. L. indolentia is

prop, a loan translation. It was formed by Cicero

to render the Greek philosophical term dtTtdS-eia,

ht. 'impassibility', which was coined by Aristotle

from ni&oci, 'suffering' (see apathy).

indolent, adj. — Late L. indolens, gen. -entis, fr.

priv. pref. in- and L. dolens, gen. -entis, pres. part,

of dolere 'to fee! pain'. See dole, 'grief, and

-ent

Derivatives: indolent, n., indolent-ly, adv.

indomitable, adj. — Late L. indomitabilis, 'indo-

mitable', fr. in-, 'not', domitdre, 'to tame', and

suff. -dbilis. See daunt, and -able.

Derivatives: indomitabil-ity, n., indomitable-

ness, n., indomitabl-y, adv.

Indonesia, n., the East Indian Archipelago. —
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Compounded of Indo- and Gk. vtjctoc;, 'island',

which is prob. rel. to vrj-xetv, 'to swim', fr.

I.-E. base *snd-, 'to flow', whence also OL sndti,

'bathes' (intr.), L. ndre, natdre, 'to swim'. See

natation and cp. the second element in Mela-

nesia, Micronesia, Polynesia.

Derivatives: Indonesi-an, adj. and n.

indorse, tr. v. — A var. of endorse (q.v.)

Derivatives: indors-ation, n., indors-ee, n., in-

dors-er, n., indorse-ment, n.

indoxyl, n., a yellow crystalline compound,

CgHiNO {chem.) — Formed from the abbre-

viation of ind(igo) and (hydr)oxyL

Indra, n., the god of the firmament in Hindu

mythology. — OL Indraft, of uncertain origin.

indri, n., the short-tailed lemur (Indris brevicau-

datus). — Malagasy; prop, an interjection

meaning 'behold!', but mistaken for the name

of the animal.

indubious, adj. — L. indubius, 'not doubtful, cer-

tain', fr. in-, 'not', and dubius, 'doubtful, du-

bious'. See dubious.

indubitable, adj. — L. indubitdbilis, 'that cannot

be doubted', fr. in-, 'not', and dubitdbilis. See

dubitable.

Derivatives: indubitable-ness, n., indubitabl-y,

adv.

induce, tr. v. — L. inducere, 'to lead in, bring in;

to introduce; to persuade', fr. in-, 'in', and dd-

cere, 'to lead'. See duke and words there referred

to and cp. esp. andouille.

Derivatives: induc-ed, adj., induce-ment, n.,

iruiuc-ible, adj.

induct, tr. v. — L. inductus, pp. of inducere. See

induce,

inductance, n., the property of a circuit by virtue

of which induction occurs {elect.) — See prec.

word and -ance.

inductile, adj., not ductile. — Formed fr. in-,

'not', and ductile.

induction, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. inductionem,

ace. of inductio, 'a leading in, introduction; a

mode of reasoning from the particular to the

general', fr. inductus, pp. of indiicere. See induce

and -ion. As a term of logic, L. inductio is a loan

translation of Gk. iiza-fbirh- 'a bringing on or

in; induction', fr. iTciyeiv, 'to bring on or in'.

inductive, adj. — Late L. inductlvus, fr. L. in-

ductus, pp. of indiicere. See induce and -ive.

Derivatives: inductive-ly, adv., inductive-ness, a.

inductor, n. — L., 'one who stirs up or rouses', fr.

inductus, pp. of inducere. See induce and agential

suff. -or.

indue, tr. v., to put on (a garment); to invest, en-

dow. — A var. of endue,

indulge, tr. and intr. v. — L. indulgere, 'to be

kind, yield, indulge in', orig. 'to be long-suffer-

ing, be bearing, be patient'; cogn. with OL
dirghdh, 'long', Gk. SoXixo?, 'long'. See dolicho-

and cp. indult.

Eterivatives: indulg-er, a., indulg-ing, adj., in-

dulg-ing-ly, adv.

indulgence, n.— Either fr. F. indulgence, or directly

fr. L. indulgentia, 'indulgence, gentleness, com-

plaisance', fr. indulgens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -ence.

Derivatives: indulgence, tr. v., indulgenc-ed, adj.

indulgent, adj. — L. indulgens, gen. -e^tis, pres.

part, of indulgere. See indulge and -ent.

Derivatives: indulgent-ly, adv., indulgent-ness,n.

induline, indulin, n., any of a group of blue black

and grayish aniline dyes (chem.) — Formed

from the abbreviation of ind(igo) and the suf-

fixes -ule and -ine.

indult, n., an extraordinary dispensation granted

by the Pope. — L. indultum, 'indulgence, grace,

favor', prop. neut. pp. of indulgere. See indulge,

indurate, tr. and intr. v. — L. inddrdtus, pp. of

indOrdre, 'to make hard, harden', fr. in-, 'in',

and dUrare, 'to make hard, harden', fr. durus,

'hard'. See dure, adj., and verbal suff. -ate, and

cp. endure, obdurate.

Derivatives: indurat-ed, adj., induration (q.v.),

indur-at-ive, adj.

indurate, adj. — L. inddrdtus, pp. of inddrdre. See

indurate, v.

induration, n.— F., fr. ML. indurdtionem, ace. of

inddrdtid, 'hardness (esp. of heart)'. See indurate,

v., and -ion.

indusium, n., i) the covering of the sorus of a fern

(hot.); 2) a cuplike collection of hairs {bot.);

3) a case enclosing an insect larva (entomol.) —
L, inddsium, 'a tunic', fr. induere, 'to put on (a

garment)'. See induviae.

Derivatives: indusi-al, indusi-ate, indusi-at-ed,

adjs.

industrial, adj.— ML. industridlis (partly through

the medium of F. industriel), fr. L. industria. See

industry and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: industrial-ly, adv.

industrialism, n. — F. industrialisme, coined by

the comte de Saint-Simon (1760- 1825) in his

work Catechisme des industriels, published in

1823 (pp. 163 ff.), fr. industriel, 'industrial', fr.

Industrie, 'industry*. See industrial and -ism.

industrialist, n. — F. industrialiste, coined by the

comte de Saint-Simon in 1823 fr. industriel. See

prec. word and -ist.

industrialize, tr. v.— F. industrialiser, fr. ML. in-

'dustridlis. See industrial and -ize.

Derivative : industrializ-ation, n.

industrious, adj. — L. industridsus, 'diligent', fr.

industrius. See next word and -o«s.

Derivatives: industrious-ly, adv., industrious-

ness, n.

industry, n. — F. Industrie, it. L. industria, 'dili-

gence, industry', orig. fern, of industrius, 'dili-

gent, industrious', used as a noun, fr. OL. in-

dostruus, ht. 'building into', fr. indu, 'in', and

struere, 'to build, erect'. See indigene and

structure.

induviae, n. pi., leaves that remain attached to

the stem after withering (6or.) — L. induviae,

'clothes, garments*, from the stem of induere.



'to put on (a garment)', which is formed fr.

ind(u)-, 'in', and -uere, for *-overe, earlier

*-evere, fr. I.-E. base *ew-, 'to put on'. For the

first element see indigene, for the second see

exuviae. Cp. indusium.

-ine, adj. sutf. meaning 'of, pertaining to; of the

nature of, like'. — L. -inus (masc), -Ina (fem.),

-inum (neut.), either directly or through the

medium of OF., F. -in (masc.), -ine (fem.) Cp.

e.g. canine (fr. L. caninus), saline (fr. L. salinus).

Cp. also adj. suff. -en.

-ine, adj. suif. meaning 'of the nature of, like'. —
L. -i^nus (masc), -ina (fem.), -inum (neut.), fr.

Gk. -Ivo? (masc), -tvri (fem.), -tvov (neut.) —
Cp. e.g. adamantine, fr. L. adamantinus, fr. Gk.
aSafjtdtvTivoc;.

-ine, sufT. forming abstract nouns as in doctrine,

discipline, medicine. — F. -ine, fr. L. -ina.

-ine, suff. forming feminine common nouns. —
L. -ina, fr. Gk. -t\nr). Cp. e.g. heroine, fr. F.

heroine, fr. L. heroina, fr. Gk. r)pcoiv7), Cp. 2nd
adj. suff. -inc.

-ine, also -in, suff. used in chemistry to form
i) names of alkaloids and bases (as cocaine,

aniline, etc.); 2) names of elements (as bromine,

chlorine, etc.) — F. -ine, fr. Latin adj. suff. -ina,

fem. of -inus. See 1st adj. suff. -ine.

-ine, also -in, dimin. suff. — Fr. It. dimin. suff.

-ino, -ina, either directly or through the medium
of F. -ine. Cp. e.g. mandolinie), fr. F. mandoline,

fr. It. mandolino.

-ineae, pi. suff. used to form names of subfamilies

of plants {hot.) — ModL., fr. L. -ineae, fem. pi.

of -ineus (as in gramineus, 'gramineous'). The
fem. form is due to L. plantae, 'plants', a fem.

noun in the pi., which is understood.

inebriant, adj., inebriating. — L. inebridns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of inebridre. See next word
and -ant.

inebriate, tr. v., to make drunk, intoxicate. —
L. inebridlus, pp. of inebridre, 'to make drunk,

inebriate', fr. in-, 'not', and ebridre, 'to make
drunk', fr. ebrius, 'drunk'. See ebrious and
verbal suff. -ate.

inebriate, adj. — L, inebridtus, pp. of inebridre.

See inebriate, v.

inebriation, n. — Late L. inebridtio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. inebridtus, pp. of inebridre. See inebriate,

v., and suff. -ion.

inebriety, n. — Prob. a blend of ebriety and
inebriation.

ineffable, adj.— F., fr. L. ineffdbilis, 'unutterable,

unpronounceable', fr. in-, 'not', and effdbilis,

fr. 1st ex- and/dri, 'to say, speak'. See fable.

Derivatives: ineffabil-ity, n., ineffable-ness, n.,

ineffabl-y, adv.

inefficacious, adj. — Formed with suff. -ousfr. L.

inefficdx, gen. -dcis, 'inefficacious', fr. in-, 'not',

and efficdx, gen. -dcis. See efficacious.

Derivatives: inefficacioi4s-ly, adv., inefficacious-

ness, n.

inefficacy, n. — Late L. inefficacia, fr. L. inefficdx.
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gen. -dcis. See prec word and -y (representing

L. -ra).

inelegance, inelegancy, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

inelegant, adj. — F. inelegant, fr. L. inelegantem,

ace. of inelegdns, 'without taste, without judg-

ment', fr. in-, 'not', and elegdns, gen. -antis. See
elegant.

Derivative; inelegant-ly, adv.

ineluctable, adj., not to be avoided. — L. ineluc-

tabilis, 'unavoidable, inevitable', fr. in-, 'not',

and eluctdri, 'to struggle out of, to surmount',

fr. e- and luctdri, 'to struggle, wrestle', which is

cogn. with Gk. Xiiyo;, 'any pliant twig', XuytJ^siv

'to twist, bend', OE. loco, 'lock'. See lock, 'tuft',

and cp. reluctance.

Derivatives: ineluctabil-ity, n., ineluctabl-y, adv.

inept, adj., 1) unfit; 2) foolish. — L. ineptus, 'un-

suitable, improper, tactless', fr. in-, 'not', and
aptus, 'fitted, suited'. See apt and cp. inapt, un-

apt. For the change of Latin d (in dptus) to ^(in

in-eptus) see accent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: inept-ly, adv., inept-ness, n.

ineptitude, n. — L. ineptitddd, fr. ineptus. See

prec word and -ude.

inequal, adj. — L. inaequdlis, fr. in-, 'not', and
aequdlis, 'equal'. See equal.

Derivatives: inequal-ly, adv., inequal-ness, n.

inequality, n.— Late L. inaequdlitds, 'unevenness,

inequality', fr. L. inaequdlis. See prec. word
and -ity.

inerm, adj., unarmed; destitute of thorns (bot.)—
L. inermis, inermus. 'unarmed', formed fr. in-,

'not', and arma, 'arms'. See arm, 'weapon'.

For the change of Latin d (in drmd) to e (in in-

ermis, in-ermus) see accent and cp. words there

referred to.

inerrable, adj., not erring; infallible. — L. in-

errdbilis, 'unerring', fr. in-, 'not', and errdre,

'to err'. See err and -able.

Derivatives: inerrabil-ity, n., inerrable-ness, n.,

inerrabl-y, adv.

inerrancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

inerrant, adj., not erring. — L. inerrdns, gen.

-antis, 'not wandering', fr. in-, 'not', and errdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of errdre, 'to err'. See

err and -ant.

Derivative: inerrant-ly, adv.

inert, adj., i) without inherent power to move or

resist; 2) inactive. — L. iners, gen. -ertis, 'un-

skilled; inactive, idle', fr. in-, 'not', and ars, gen.

artis, 'skill ; art'. See art. For the change of Latin

a (in drs) to e (in in-ers) see accent and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: inert-ly, adv., inert-ness, n.

inertia, n., inertness; the tendency of matter to

remain at rest when at rest, and in motion when
moving. — L., 'unsldllfulness; inactivity, idle-

ness', fr. iners, gen. -ertis. See prec. word. The
word inertia was introduced into physics by the
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German astronomer and mathematician Johann

Kepler (1571-1630).

inerudite, adj. — L. ineruditus, 'unlearned, illi-

terate, ignorant', fr. in-, 'not', and eruditus. See

erudite.

Derivatives: inerudite-ly, adv., inerudit-ion, n.

inestimable, adj. — F., fr. L. inaestimdbilis, 'that

cannot be estimated; inestimable, invaluable',

fr. in-, 'not', and aestimdbilis. See estimable.

Derivatives : inestimabil-ity, n., inestimable-ness,

n., inestimabl-y, adv.

inevitable, adj. — L. inevitdbilis, 'unavoidable',

fr. in-, 'not', and evitdbilis. See evitable.

Derivatives: inevitabil-ity, n., inevitable-ness, n.,

inevitabl-y, adv.

inexorable, adj. — L. inexdrdbilis, 'that caimot

be moved by entreaty, inexorable', fr. in-, 'not',

and exdrdbilis. See exorable.

Derivatives: inexorabil-ity, n., inexorable-ness,

n., inexorabl-y, adv.

inexperience, n. — F. inexperience, fr. Late L.

inexperientia, fr. in-, 'not', and L. experientia.

See experience.

Derivative: inexperienc-ed, adj.

inexpert, adj. — OF., fr. L. inexpertus, 'unprac-

ticed, inexperienced', fr. in-, 'not', and expertus.

See expert.

Derivatives: inexpert-ly, adv., inexpert-ness, n.

inexpiable, adj. — L. inexpidbilis, 'that cannot

be atoned for, implacable', fr. in-, 'not', and

explore, 'to make amends or atonement for'.

See expiable.

Derivatives: inexpiable-ness, n., inexpiabl-y, adv.

inexplicable, adj. — F., fr. L. inexplicdbilis, fr.

in-, 'not', and explicdbilis. See explicable.

Derivatives: inexplicabil-ity, n., inexplicable-

ness, n., inexplicabl-y, adv.

inexplicit, adj. — L. inexpticitus, 'not to be un-

folded, unexplained', fr. in-, 'not', and explicitus.

See explicit, adj.

Derivatives: inexplicit-ly, adv., inexplicit-ness,Ti.

inexpugnable, adj. — F., fr. L. inexpugndbilis,

'not to be taken by assauh', fr. in-, 'not', and

expdgndbilis. See expugnable.

Derivatives: inexpugnabil-ity, n., inexpugnable-

ness, n., inexpugnabl-y, adv.

inextricable, adj. — L. inextricdbilis, 'that can-

not be disentangled', fr. in-, 'not', and extri-

cdbilis. See extricable.

Derivatives: inextricabil-ity, n., inextricable-

ness, n., inextricabl-y, adv.

Inez, fem. PN. — Sp., equivalent to Agnes (q.v.)

infallibilism, n., the doctrine of the infaUibility of

the Pope. — Formed with suff. -ism fr. ML. in-

fallibilis. See inlcalUble.

infallibilist, n., a believer in the infallibility of the

Pope. — Formed with suff. -ist fr. ML. infalli-

bilis. See infallible,

infiillibility, n. — ML. infallibilitds, fr. infallibilis.

See next word and -ity.

infitlllble, adj.— ML. infallibilis, fr. in-, 'not', and

Late L. fallibilis. See &Ilible.

Infarct

Derivatives: infalllble-ness, n., infallibl-y, adv.

infamize, tr. v., to render infamous {archaic).—
Formed with suff. -ize fr. L. infdmis. See next

word.

infamous, adj. — ML. infdmosus, fr. L. infdmis,

'ill spoken of, disreputable, notorious, fr. in-,

'not', and fdma, 'talk, report, rumor'. See

famous.

Derivatives; infamous-ly, adv., infamous-ness, n.

infamy, n. — F. infamie, fr. L. infdmia, 'bad re-

pute, dishonor, infamy', fr. infdmis. See prec.

word and -y (representing F. -ie).

infancy, n. — L. infantia, 'early childhood', lit.

'inability to speak', fr. infdns, gen. -antis. See

in£uit and -cy.

in&ngthief, n., the right of a lord to try a thief

caught within his jurisdiction {Old English law).

— OE. infangenpeof, fr. in (see in), fangen,

'taken' (pp. of /on, 'to take'), and peof, 'thief.

See fang and thief and cp. outfangthief.

infant, n. — OF. (= F.) enfant, fr. L. infantem,

ace. of infdns, 'a young ctuld, a babe', lit. 'that

cannot speak, not yet able to speak', fr. in-,

'not', and fans, gea. fantis, pres. part, of fori,

'to speak'. See fame.

Derivative; infant, adj.

infanta, n., any daughter of a king of Spain or

Portugal. — Sp. and Port., fem. of infante. See

infonte.

infonte, n., any son of a king of Spain or Portu-

gal, except the heir to the throne. — Sp. and

Port., fr. L. infantem, ace. of infdns, 'a young

child'. See infant.

infanticidal, adj., pertaining to infanticide (in

either sense). — Formed fr. infanticide with adj.

suff. -al.

infanticide, n., one who kills an infant. — F., fr.

Late L. infanticida, compounded of L. infdns,

gen. -fantis, and -cida, 'killer', fr. caedere,'to kill'.

See prec. word and -cide, 'killer'.

infanticide, n., the killing of an infant; child

murder. — F., fr. Late L. infanticidium, com-

pounded of L. infdns, gen. -fantis, and -cidium,

'killing', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See infant and

-cide, 'killing'.

in&ntae, adj., childish.— L. infantilis, 'pertaining

to an infant', fr. infdns, gen. -fantis. See infant

and -ile.

Derivatives: infantilism (q.v.), infantil-ity, n.

infantilism, n., abnormal persistence of childish

traits in an adult {med.) — See infantile and

-ism.

infantine, adj., childish. — F. infantin, fem. -ine,

var. of enfantin, fem. -ine, fr. enfant. See in£ant

and adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

infantry, n. — F. infanterie, fr. It. infanteria, fr.

infante, 'infant, youth; servant; foot soldier',

fr. L. infantem, ace. of infdns, 'a young child,

a babe'. See infont and -ry and cp. fantassin,

fimtoccini. For sense development cp. uhlan.

infarct, n., a region of necrosis of tissue {med.)—
ML. infarctus, corresponding to L. tnfartus.
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pp. of infarcire, 'to stuff into', fr. in-, 'in', and
farcire, 'to stuff'. See farce, n.

Derivatives: infarct-ed, adj., infarcl-ion, n.

infatuate, adj. — L. infatudtus, pp. of infatudre.

See infatuate, v.

infatuate, tr. v., to make foolish. — L. infatudtus,

pp. of infatudre, 'to make a fool of, infatuate',

fr. in-, 'in', and fatuus, 'foolish'. See fatuous

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: infatuat-ed, adj., infatuat-ed-ly,

adv., infatuation (q.v.)

infatuation, n. — Late L. infatudtid, gen. -dnis,

fr. L. infatudtus, pp. of infatudre. See prec. word
and -ion.

infect, tr. v., to taint; to corrupt. — L. infectus,

pp. of inficere, 'to put into, dip into; to stain,

taint; to infect', fr. in-, 'in', aadfacere (pp. fac-

tus), 'to make, do'. See fact. For the change of

Latin d (in fdctus) to e (in in-fectus) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: infect-ed, adj., infect-ed-ness, n.,

infection (q.v.), infect-ious, adj., infect-ious-ly,

adv., infect-ious-ness, n., infect-ive, adj., infect-

ive-ly, adv., infect-ive-ness, n.

infection, n. — F., fr. Late L. infectidnem, ace. of

infectid, fr. L. infectus, pp. of inficere. See prec.

word and -ion.

infeliciflc, adj., causing unhappiness. — Formed
fr. L. infelix, gen. -ids, 'unfortunate, unhappy'

with suff. -fie. See infelicity and cp. felicific.

infelicitous, adj., unhappy. — See next word
and -ous.

Derivatives: infelicitous-ly, adv., infelicitous-

ness, n.

infelicity, n. — L. Infelicitds, gen. -dtis, 'ill luck,

misfortune', fr. infelix, gen. -ids, 'unfortunate,

unhappy', fr. in-, 'not', and felix, gen. -ids,

'fortunate, happy'. See felicity.

infer, tr. v., to imply. — L. inferre, 'to bring into,

carry in; to introduce; to deduce, infer', fr. in-,

'in', and/erre, 'to bear, carry'. See bear,'to carry',

and cp. confer and words there referred to.

inference, n. — ML. inferentia, fr. L. inferens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of inferre. See infer and
suff. -ence.

inferential, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

ML. inferentia. See prec. word.

Derivative: inferei tial-ly, adv.

inferior, adj., lower. — L., 'lower in place, under,

nether', compar. of inferus. See infra and corn-

par, suff. -ior.

Derivatives: inferior, n., inferior-ity, n., inferior-

ly, adv.

infernal, adj., pertaining to hell; devilish. — F.,

fr. L. inferndtis, 'pertaining to the lower regions',

fr. infernus, 'lying beneath, infernal', fr. inferus,

'lower'. See infra and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: infernal-ity, n., inferrml-ly, adv.

inferno, n., hell. — It., fr. L. infernus, 'lying be-

neath, infernal'. See infernal.

infertile, adj. — Late L. infertilis, 'unfruitful', fr.

in-, 'not', and L. fertilis. See fertile.

Derivatives: infertile-ly, adv., infertile-ness, n.

infertility, n. — F. infertilite, fr. Late L. inferti-

litdtem, ace. of infertilitds, 'unfruitfulness', fr.

infertilis. See prec. word and -ity.

infest, tr. v., to harass. — F. infester, fr. L. in-

festdre, 'to trouble, disturb, molest', fr. infestus,

'disturbed, molested, infested, unquiet, hostile',

lit. 'seized', rel. to manifestus, 'evident', lit. 'that

which can be seized by the hand', and prob.

cogn. with OI. dhdrsati, 'dares', Gk. S^dtpoo?,

S-paaos, 'courage, audacity', OE. ic dearr, 'I

dare'. See dare and words there referred to and
cp. esp. manifest.

Infestation, n. — Late L. infestdtid, gen. -dnis,

'a troubling, disturbing, molesting', fr. L. in-

festdtus, pp. of infestdre. See infest and -ation.

infeudation, n., enfeoffment {Engl. law). — ML.
infeuddtio, gen. -dnis, fr. infeuddtus, pp. of in-

feuddre, 'to enfeoff'. See in-, 'in', feud, 'fief, and

-ation.

infibulate, tr. v., to fasten, buckle (esp. the sexual

organs). — L. infibuldtus, pp. of infibuldre, 'to

close with a clasp', fr. in-, 'in', and fibula, 'clasp,

buckle, brooch'. See fibula and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: infibulat-ion, n.

infidel, adj. — F. infidile, fr. L. infidelis, 'that

cannot be relied upon, faithless', fr. in-, 'not',

and fidelis, 'true, faithful'. See fidelity.

Derivative : infidel, n.

infideUty, n. — F. infideiite, fr. L. infidelitdtem,

ace. of infidelitds, 'faithlessness', fr. infidelis. See

prec. word and -ity.

infinite, adj.— L. infinitus, 'boundless, unlimited,

endless', fr. in-, 'not', and finitus, pp. of finire.

See finite. Derivatives: infinite, a., infinite-ly,

adv., infinite-ness, n.

infinitesimal, adj., immeasurably small. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. ModL. infinitesi-

mus, which was coined by the German philos-

opher and mathematician Baron Gottfried

Wilhelm von Leibniz (1646-1716) fr. L. infinitus

(see prec. word) on analogy of L. centisimus,

'the hundredth'.

Derivatives: infinitesimal, n., infinitesimal-ity,n.,

infinitesimal-ly, adv., infinitesimal-ness, n.

infinitive, adj. and n. — Late L. infinitivus, fr. L.

infinitus. See infinite and -ive.

Derivatives: infinitiv-al, adj., infinitiv-al-ly, in-

finilive-ly, advs.

infinitude, n., the state of being infinite.— Coined

by Milton fr. infinite and suff. -ude.

infinity, n. — ME. infinite, fr. OF. infinite (F. in-

finite), fr. L. infinitdtem, aoc. of infinitds,

'boundlessness, endlessness'. See infinite and

-ity. L. infinitds is prop, a loan translation ofGk.

ajreipia, 'infinity', fr. STtetpoi;, 'endless, infinite'.

infirm, adj.— ME. infirme, fr. L. infirmus, 'weak,

feeble, infirm, sick', fr. in-, 'not', and firmus,

'strong, firm'. See firm, adj.

Derivatives: infirm-ly, adj., infirm-ness, n.

infirmary, n. — ML. inftrmaria, 'hospital', lit. 'a

place for the infirm', fr. L. infirmus; cp. Sp. en-
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fermo (fr. L. infirmus), 'sick', enfermedad (fr. L.

infirmitdtem, ace. of infirmitds), 'sickness'. See

prec. word and subst. sviff. -ary.

Derivative: infirmar-ian, n.

Infirmity, n. — ME. infirmite, fr. MF. (= F.) in-

firmite, fr. L. infirmitdtem, ace. of infirmitds,

'weakness', fr. infirmus. See Infirm and -Ity.

infix, tr. V.— L. infixus, pp. of infigere, 'to fix in',

fr. In-, 'in', and figere, 'to fix, fasten'. See fix.

infix, n.— L. infixus, pp. of infigere. See infix, v.

Inflame, tr. and intr. v. — ME. enflamen, fr. OF.

enflamer, enfiammer (F. enflammer), fr. L. in-

flammdre, 'to set on fire, kindle', fr. in-, 'in',

and fiammdre, 'to fiame', fr. flamma, 'flame'.

See flame. Derivatives: inflam-ed, adj., inflam-

ed-ly, adv., inflam-ed-ness, n., inflam-ing, adj.,

infiam-ing-ly, adv.

inflammable, adj. — F., fr. L. inflammdre. See

inflame and -able.

Derivatives : inflammable, n., inflammabil-ity, n.,

inflammable-ness, n., inflammabl-y, adv.

inflammation, n. — F., fr. L. inflammdtidnem,

ace. of inflammdtid, 'a setting on fire', fr. in-

flammdtus, pp. of inflammdre. See Inflame and

-ation.

inflammatory, adj.— Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. L. inflammdtus, pp. of inflammdre. See in-

flame and cp. F. inflammatoire.

Derivative : inflammatori-ly, adv.

Inflate, tr. v. — L. infldtus, pp. of infldre, 'to blow

into, inflate; to pull up', fr. in-, 'in', and fldre,

'to blow'. See flatus and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: inflat-ed, adj., inflat-ed-ly, adv.,

inflat-ed-ness, n., inflat-er, n., inflation (q.v.),

inflat-or, n.

inflation, n. — L. infldtid, gen. -dnis, 'a blowing

or puffing up, inflation', fr. infldtus, pp. of in-

fldre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: infiation-ary, adj., inflation-ism, n.,

inflation-ist, n. and adj.

inflect, tr. v. — L. inflectere (pp. inflexus), 'to

bend, curve; to change, alter, modulate', fr.

In-, 'in', and flectere, 'to bend'. See flex and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: inflect-ed, adj., inflect-ed-ness, n.,

inflection (q.v.), inflect-ive, adj.

inflection, inflexion, n. — L. inflexid, gen. -dnis,

'a bending, inflection, modification', fr. in-

flectus, pp. of inflectere, 'to bend, curve'. See

Inflect and -ion.

Derivatives: inflection-al, inflexion-al, adj., in-

flection-al-ly, inflexion-al-ly, adv., inflection-less,

inflexion-less, ad}.

inflexible, adj. — L. inflexibilis, 'inflexible', fr.

inflexus, pp. of inflectere. See inflect and -ible.

Derivatives: inflexibil-ity, n., inflexible-ness, n.,

inflexibl-y, adv.

Inflict, tr. v. — L. inflictus, pp. of infligere, 'to

strike or dash against', fr. In-, 'in', and fligere

(pp. flictus), 'to strike'. See afflict and cp. words

there referred to. Derivatives: inflicl-er, n.,

infliction (q.v.), inftict-ive, adj.

Infliction, n. — Late L. inflictid, gen. -dnis, 'an

inflicting', fr. L. inflictus, pp. of infligere, 'to

strike or dash against'. See prec. word and -ion.

Inflorescence, n., i) a flowering; 2) arrangement

of flowers on an axis {bot.) — ModL. in-

fldrescentia, fr. Late L. infldrescens, gen. -entis.

pres. part, of infidrescere, 'to begin to blossom,

to put forth blossoms', fr. in-, 'in', and L. flore-

scere, 'to begin to blossom'. See florescence.

inflorescent, adj., flowering. — Late L. infldre-

scens, gen. -entis. See prec. word.

Inflow, n. — Formed fr. in-, 'in', and flow.

Derivatives: inflow-ing, adj. and n.

Influence, n.— F., fr. Late L. influentia, 'a flowing

in', fr. L. influens, gen. -entis. See influent and
-ce and cp. Influenza. Derivative: j>i/?«ence, tr. v.

Influent, adj., flowing in; n., a tributary stream,

— L. Influens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of influere,

'to flow in', fr. In-, 'in', and fluere, 'to flow'.

See fluent.

influential, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

Late L. influentia. See Influence.

Derivative: influential-ly, adv.

Influenza, n., an acute contagious disease. — It.,

lit. 'influence' (see Influence). The disease was

so called because it was originally attributed to

the 'influence' of the stars.

Derivative: influenz-al, adj.

Influx, n., a flowing in. — Late L. influxus, gen.

-ds, 'a flowing in', fr. L. infldxium), pp. stem of

influere, 'to flow in', fr. in-, 'in', and fluere, 'to

flow'. See fluent

Influxion, n. — Late L. infldxid, gen. -dnis, 'a

flowing in', fr. L. infliix-(um), pp. stem of in-

fluere. See prec. word and -ion.

inform, adj., without form, shapeless. — F. in-

forme, fr. L. informis, 'unformed, shapeless', fr.

In-, 'not', and forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

inform, tr. and intr. v., to apprise, notify. —
ME. enformen, fr. OF. enformer (F. informer),

fr. L. informdre, 'to give form to, to shape', fr.

in-, 'in', and formdre, 'to form, shape'. See

form, V.

Derivatives: inform-al, adj., informant (q.v.),

information (q.v.), inform-ed, adj., inform-ed-ly,

adv., inform-er, n.

informant, n. — L. informdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of informdre. See Inform, v., and -ant

information, n. — ME. enformacion, fr. OF. en-

formacion (F. information), fr. L. informdtidnem,

ace. of informdtid, 'representation, outline,

sketch; idea, conception', fr. informdtus, pp. of

informdre. See Inform, v., and -ation.

Derivatives: information-al, adj.

InformatiTe, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

informdtus, pp. of informdre. See inform, v.

Derivative: informative-ly, adv.

Informatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff.

-ory fr. L. informdtus, pp. of informdre. See

Inform, v.

infra, adv., under, below. — L. infra, 'below

(adv.); below (prep.), under', fr. I.-E. *gdher-.
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whence also OI. adhdh, 'below', ddharaff, 'lower',

OE. under, 'under, among'. See under and cp.

inferior, infernal, inferno. Cp. also inter-, in-

terior, intra-. Cp. also fracas.

infra-, pref. meaning i) below; 2) within. — L.

infra-, fr. infra. See prec. word.

infract, tr. v., to break, infringe. — L. infrdctus,

pp. of infringere, 'to break'. See infringe.

infraction, n., infringement. — L. infrdclio, gen.

-onis, 'a. breaking', fr. infrdctus, pp. of infringere.

See infringe and -ion.

infra dig, colloquial abbreviation of L. infra dig-

nitatem, 'beneath the dignity of.

infraspinatus, n., name of one of the muscles of

the shoulder {anat.) — Medical L. {musculus)

infraspinatus, a name coined by J.Riolan (in

Anthropographia, Book 5, chapter 24, quoted

by Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatologia Anatomica, pp.

501-503). The correct form of the name should

be musculus infra spinam, lit. 'the muscle below

the backbone', fr. infra, 'below', and spina,

'spine, backbone'. See infra- and spine and cp.

supraspinatus.

infrequency, infrequence, n. — L. infrequentia,

'scantiness', fr. infrequens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -cy, resp. -ce.

infrequent, adj. — L. infrequens, gen. -entis, 'oc-

curring seldom, unusual, uncommon, not fre-

quent', fr. in-, 'not', and frequens, gen. -entis.

See frequent.

Derivative : infrequent-ly, adv.

infringe, tr. v. — L. infringere, 'to break off, im-

pair, destroy', fr. in-, 'in', and frangere, 'to

break'. See fraction and cp. words there referred

to. For the change of Latin d (in frangere) to f

(in in-fringere) see contingent.

Derivative: infringe-ment, n.

infructuous, adj., fruitless. — L. infrHctuosus,

'unfruitful, fruitless, useless', fr. in-, 'not', and

frUctuosus, 'fruitful'. See fructuous.

Derivative: infructuous-ly, adv.

infundibulum, n., name of several funnel-shaped

organs {anat.) — L. infundibulum, 'funnel', fr.

infundo, -ere, 'to pour in', fr. in, 'in', and fun-

dere, 'to pour' (see infuse). In the sense of 'the

funnel-shaped hollow in the brain', infundibulum

is a loan translation of Gk. x°°''^> 'funnel,

funnel-shaped hollow in the brain', fr. xeiv, 'to

pour'.

Derivatives: infundibul-ar, infundibul-ate, adjs.

infuriat.;, adj., infuriated. — It. infuriate, fr. ML.
infuridtus, pp. of infuridre, 'to madden', fr. L.

infurid, 'in a fury', fr. in (see in-, 'in') and abl.

offuria (see furj'). For the ending see adj. suff.

-ate.

Derivative: infuriate-ly, adv.

infuriate, tr. v. — ML. infuridtus, pp. of infuridre.

See infuriate, adj.

Derivative : infuriat-ion, n.

infuscate, adj., darkened with a brownish shade

(said of the wings of insects). — L. infuscdtus,

'darkened', pp. of Jnfuscdre, 'to darken', fr. In-,

'in', and fuscdre, 'to make dark, to make swar-

thy', fr. fuscus. See fuscous and adj. suff. -ate.

infuse, tr. v. — L. infUsus, pp. of infundere, 'to

pour into; to wet, moisten', fr. in-, 'in', and

fundere, 'to pour'. See fuse, 'to melt' and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: infus-er, n., infus-ible, adj., infus-

ibil-ity, n., infusion (q.v.)

infusion, n. — L. infdsio, gen. -onis, 'a pouring

into', fr. infusus, pp. of infundere. See prec. word

and -ion.

Infusoria, n. pi., a class of Protozoa (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'found in infusions', coined by

LedermuUer in 1763 fr. L. infdsus, pp. of in-

fundere, 'to pour into'. See infuse and the suf-

fixes -ory and -ia.

Derivatives: infusori-al, adj., Infusori-an, adj.

and n.

-ing, suff. forming nouns from verbs (i.e. 'verbal

nouns'). — ME. -ing, it. OE. -ing, -ung, rel. to

ON. -ing, Du. -ing, OHG., MHO., G. -ung.

-ing, suff. forming the present participle — ME.
-inge, -ing, altered fr. ME. -end, -and, -ind, fr.

OE. -ende, which is rel. to Du., G. -end, Goth.

-and, and cogn. with OI. -ant-, Gk. -wv (fem.

-ouoa, neut. -ov), L. -dns, -ens, -iens (from verbs

of the I, II and III, resp. IV conjugation). Cp.

the suffixes -ant, -ent.

-ing, suff. meaning 'pertaining to, related to;

descended from; resembling'; used to form

patronymics (as in athel/«^, king). — ME., fr.

OE. -ing, -ung, rel. to ON. -ingr, -ungr, OHG.
-ing, Goth. -iggs. Cp. adv. suff. -ling.

-ing, suff. occurring in place names. — Partly fr.

OE. ing, 'meadow' [rel. to ON. eng, engi, 'mea-

dow' (whence Dan., Norw. eng, of s.m.)], as

in Readme, partly patronymic as in Buck/'n^ham

(see -ing, suff. meaning 'pertaining to').

Inga, n., a genus of plants of the mimosa family

(bat.) — ModL., fr. Port, inga, fr. Tupi ingd.

ingeminate, tr. v., to repeat. — L. ingemindtus,

pp. of ingemindre, 'to redouble, repeat, reiter-

ate', fr. in-, 'in', and gemindre, 'to double', fr.

geminus, 'twin'. See Gemini.

ingenerate, adj., not generated. — Late L. in-

generdtus, fr. in-, 'not', and L. generdtus, 'en-

gendered, produced, generated', pp. of generdre.

See generate.

ingenerate, tr. v., to generate within, to engender.

— L. ingenerdtus, pp. of ingenerdre, 'to en-

gender, produce', fr. in-, 'in', and generdre. See

generate and cp. engender.

ingenious, adj., clever. — F. ingenieux (fem. in-

gem'euse), 'ingenious, clever', fr. L, ingemosus,

'intellectual, clever', fr. ingenium, 'nature; dis-

position', lit. 'that which is inborn', fr. in-, 'in',

and I.-E. base *gen-, 'to beget, bear, bring forth,

produce'. See genus and -ous and cp. engine.

Derivatives: ingenious-ly, adv., ingenious-ness,ii.

ingteue, n., an artless, naive girl. — F., fem. of

tnginu, 'ingenuous, artless, simple', fr. L. in-

genuus. See ingenuous.
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ingenuity, n., ingeniousness.— L. ingenuitds (gen.

-tdtis), 'frankness, nobility', fr. ingenuus; see

next word and -ity. The English meaning of the

word is due to a confusion with ingenious.

ingenuous, adj. — L. ingenuus, 'native; freeborn,

noble; upright', fr. in-, 'in', and I.-E. base *gen-,

'to beget, bear, bring forth, produce'. See genus

and cp. ingenue. For E. -ous, as equivalent to

L. -us, see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: ingenuous-ly, adv., ingenuous-

ness, n.

ingest, tr. v., to take into the body. — L. in-

gestus, pp. of ingerere, 'to bring in, carry in',

fr. in-, 'in', and gerere, 'to carry'. See gerent and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: ingestion (q.v.), ingest-ive, adj.

ingestion, n. — L. ingestio, gen. -onis, 'a pouring

in', fr. ingestus, pp. of ingerere. See prec. word

and -ion.

ingle, n., fire ; fireplace.— Scot., fr. Gael, aingeal,

'fire', which is of uncertain origin.

inglorious, adj. — L. ingloriosus, 'inglorious', fr.

in-, 'not', and gloriosus. See glorious.

Derivatives : inglorious-ly, adv. , inglorious-ness, n.

ingluvies, n., the crop (zool.)— L. ingluvies, 'crop,

maw', which stands for in-giuv-ies, fr. in-, 'in',

and I.-E. base *glu-, 'to swallow', whence also

L. gluttire, 'to swallow, gulp down'. See glut

and cp. words there referred to.

ingot, n., a mass of unwrought metal. — ME.,

fr. OE. in (see in-, 'in') and goten, pp. of geotan,

'to pour'. See found, 'to cast', and cp. lingot.

ingrain, tr. v., 1) to dye in grain; 2) to work into

the texture. — See engrain.

Derivative: ingrain-ed, adj.

ingrain, adj., dyed in grain; n., ingrain yarn,

carpet, etc. — Fr. in grain. Sec in, prep., and

grain.

Ingram, masc. PN. — Prob. fr. Latinized OHG.
Angihamnus or Ingilramnus, lit. 'angel's raven',

fr. OHG. angil, 'angel', and hram, a collateral

form of hraban, 'raven'. See angel and raven

and cp. the second element in Bertram.

ingrate, adj., ungrateful. — OF. ingrat, fr. L. in-

grdtus, 'unpleasant; ungrateful', fr. in-, 'not',

and grdtus, 'beloved, pleasing, dear, agreeable'.

See grace and cp. grateful.

ingratiate, tr. v., to commend to favor. — It. in-

graziare, 'to bring into favor', fr. It. in grazia,

fr. L. in grdtiam, 'into grace, into favor'. See

in-, 'in', grace, and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: ingratiat-ing, adj., ingratiat-ing-ly,

adv., ingratiat-ion, n., ingratiat-ory, adj.

ingratitude, n. — F., fr. L. ingrdtitadinem, ace. of

ingrdlitudd, 'ingratitude', fr. ingrdtus. See in-

grate and -ude.

ingravescence, n.— Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

ingravescent, adj., gradually increasing in gravity.

— L. ingravescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of in-

gravescere, 'to grow worse', fr. in-, 'in', and

gravescere, 'to become burdened, grow worse'.

an inchoative verb formed fr. gravis. See grave,

adj., and -escent.

ingredient, n., that which enters into a mixture;

component. — L. ingrediens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of ingredi, 'to go into, to enter', fr. in-,

'in', and gradi, 'to step, walk, go', fr. 'gradus,

'step'. See grade and -ent.

ingress, n., entrance, — L. ingressus, gen. -Us,

'way in, entrance', fr. ingressus, pp. of ingredi.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: ingression (q.v.), ingress-ive, adj.,

ingress-ive-ness, n.

ingression, n., the act of entering. — L. ingressio,

gen. -onis, 'a going into', fr. ingressus, pp. of

ingredi. See prec. word and -ion.

inguen, n., the groin {anat.) — L., 'groin, ab-

domen', fr. I.-E. *iig^en, whence also Gk. aSriv,

'gland'; cogn. with ON. okkr, 'a swelling', ok-

kvinn, 'swollen'. Cp. adeno-.

inguinal, adj. — Medical L. inguindlis, 'of the

groin', fr. L. inguen, gen. -inis. See prec. word

and adj. suff. -al.

inguino-, before a vowel inguin-, combining form

meaning 'pertaining to the groin'. — See in-

guen.

ingurgitate, tr. v., to swallow greedily. — L. in-

gurgitdtus, pp. of ingurgitdre, 'to pour in like a

flood; to flood, fill', fr. in-, 'in', and gurges, gen.

gurgitis, 'whirlpool, gulf. See gurgitation and

cp. words there referred to.

ingurgitation, n. — L. ingurgitdtio, gen. -onis,

'immoderate eating and drinking', fr. ingurgi-

tdtus, pp. of ingurgitdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

inliabit, tr. v. — ME. enhabiten, fr. OF. enhabiter,

fr. L. inhabitdre, 'to dwell in', fr. in-, 'in', and

habitdre, 'to dwell'. See habit, 'to dwell'.

Derivatives: inhabit-able, adj., inhabitancy, in-

habitant, inhabitation (qq.v.)

inhabitancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

inhabitant, n.~ ME. inhabitaunt, fr. AF. (= OF.)

enhabitant (= pres. part, of enhabiter), fr. L.

inhabitanlem, ace. of inhabitdns, pres. part, of

inhabitdre. See inhabit and -ant and cp. habit-

ant.

inhabitation, n., the act of inhabiting; the state

of being inhabited. — Late L. inhabitdtid, gen.

-onis, 'a dwelling, habitation', fr. L. inhabitdtus,

pp. of inhabitdre. See inhabit and -ation.

inlialation, n. — Formed with suff. -ion fr. L. in-

hdldtus, pp. of inhdldre. See next word.

inhale, tr. v., to breathe in; intr. v., to inhale air.

— L. inhdldre, 'to breathe upon', fr. in-, 'in',

and hdldre, 'to breathe'. See exhale.

inhere, intr. v., to be an essential part; to be in-

nate. — L. inhaerere, 'to cling or cleave to, be

closely connected with, inhere in', fr. in-, 'in',

and haerere, 'to stick, cling, hang, adhere'. See

liesitate and cp. adhere, cohere.

inherence, inherency, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.
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inherent, adj., essential, innate. — L. inhaerens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of inhaerere. See inhere

and -ent.

Derivative : inherent-ly, adv.

inherit, tr. and intr. v. — ME. enheriten, fr. OF.

enheriter, fr. Late L. inhereditdre, 'to appoint

an heir', fr. m-, 'in', and L. hereditare, 'to in-

herit', fr. heres, gen. heredis, 'heir'. See heir and

cp. heredity. Cp. also disinherit.

Derivatives: inherit-able, adj., inherit-abil-ity,

n., inherit-able-ness, n., inherit-abl-y, adv., in-

heritance (q.v.), inherit-or, n., inherit-ress, n.

inheritance, n. — OF. enheritance, fr. enheriter,

'to inherit'. See inherit and -ance.

inhesion, n., inherence. — Late L. inhaesio, gen.

-onis, 'a clinging to', fr. L. inhaesus, pp. of in-

haerere. See inliere and -ion.

inhibit, tr. v., to prohibit; to check. — MB. in-

hibiten, fr. L. inhibitus, pp. of inhibere, 'to keep

back, curb, check, restrain', fr. in-, 'in', and

habere, 'to have, hold, possess'. See habit, n.

For the change of Latin d (in hdbere) to i (in

in-hibere) see abigeat and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: inhibition (q.v.), inhibit-ive, adj.,

inhibitory (q.v.)

inhibition, n. — OF. inibicion, inhibicion (F. w-

hibilion), fr. L. inhibitionem, ace. of inhibitio, 'a

restraining', fr. inhibitus, pp. of inhibere. See

prec. word and -ion.

inhibitory, adj. — ML. inhibitorius, fr. L. in-

hibitus, pp. of inhibere. See inhibit and adj.

suff. -ory.

inhospitable, adj. — OF., fr. ML. inhospitdbilis

(corresponding to L. inhospitdlis), 'inhospi-

table', fr. in-, 'not', and ML. hospitdbilis. See

hospitable.

Derivatives: inhospitable-ness, n., inhospitabl-y,

adv.

inhospitality, n. — F. inhospitalite, fr. L. in-

hospitdlitatem, ace. of inhospitdlitds, 'inhospi-

tality', fr. in-, 'not', and hospitdlis, 'hospitable'.

See hospitality.

inhuman, adj.— L. m/iumrtnuj, 'inhuman, savage,

cruel', fr. in-, 'not', and hUmdnus. See human.

Derivatives: inhuman-ly, adv., inhuman-ness, n.

inhumane, adj. — L. inhUmdnus. See prec. word

and humane.

Derivative : inhumane-ly, adv.

inhumanity, n, — F. inhumanite, fr. L. inhUmd-

nitdtem, ace. of inhdmdnitds, 'inhuman conduct,

savageness', fr. inhOmanus. See inhuman and -ity.

inhumation, n., burial. — Formed with sufF. -ion

fr. L. inhumdtus, pp. of inhumdre. See next word.

inhume, tr. v., to bury. — L. inhumdre, 'to bury',

lit. 'to put into the ground', fr. in-, 'in', and

humus, 'ground'. See humus and cp. exhume.

Derivative: inhum-er, n.

inial, adj., pertaining to the inion. — See inion

and adj. sufT. -aL

Inigo, masc. PN. — Sp. liiigo, prob. altered fr. L.

Ignatius. See Ignatius.
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inimical, adj. — Late L. inimicdlis 'hostile', fr. L.

inimlcus, 'enemy', fr. in- 'not' andamtcus, 'friend'.

See amicable and adj. suff. -al. and cp. enemy.

For the change of Latin d (in dmicus) to i (in

in-imicus) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: inimical-ity, n., inimical-ly, adv.,

inimical-ness, n.

inimitability, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L.

inimitdbilis. See inimitable.

inimitable, adj. — L. inimitdbilis, 'that cannot be

imitated', fr. in-, 'not', and imitdbitis. See imi-

table.

Derivatives: inimitable-ness, n., inimitabl-y, adv.

Iniomi, n.pl., an order of teleost fishes {ichthyol.)

— ModL., formed fr. Gk. tviov, 'nape', and

^(j.0?, 'shoulder'. See next word and omo-,

'shoulder-'.

inion, n., the nape. — ModL., fr. Gk. iviov,

'nape', a derivative of l? (gen. *tv6(;), 'sinew,

tendon; muscle, fiber', which prob. stands for

*ffi; (gen. *frv6i;) and derives fr. I.-E. base

*wei-, 'to bend, twist', whence also Gk. ixia.,

tlxii (for *fsiiki), 'willow'. See withy and

cp. ino- and the fjrst element in Inodes and in

Iphigenia.

iniquitous, adj. — See next word and -ous.

Derivatives : iniquitous-ly, adv., iniquitous-ness,n.

iniquity, n., wickedness. — Fr. OF. iniquite (F,

iniquite), fr. L. iniquitdtem, ace. of imquitds, 'ini-

quity', fr. inlquus, 'unequal, uneven, unfair,

unjust', fr. in-, 'not', and aequus, 'equal, even'.

See equal. For the change of Latin ae (in aequus)

to f (in in-tquus) see acquire and cp. words

there referred to.

initial, adj., pertaining to, or indicating, the be-

ginning. — L. initidlis, 'initial, incipient', fr.

initium, 'beginning, origin', fr. init-{um), pp.

stem of inire, 'to go into, enter; to enter upon,

begin', fr. in-, 'in', and eo, ire, 'to go'. See iti-

nerate and adj. suff. -al and cp. initiate.

Derivatives: initial, n. and tr. v., initial-ly, adv.

initiate, tr. v., to begin. — L. initidtus, pp. of ini-

tidre, 'to begin, originate', fr. initium, 'begin-

ning'. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

initiate, adj., initiated; begun. — L. initidtus, pp.

of initidre. See initiate, v.

Derivative ; initiate, n.

initiation, n. — L. initidtio, gen. -onis, 'partici-

pation in secret rites', fr. initidtus, pp. of initidre.

See mitiate, v., and -ion.

initiative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

initidtus, pp. of initidre. See initiate, v.

Derivatives: initiative, n., initiative-ly, adv.

initiator, n. — Late L., 'an originator', fr. L. ini-

tidtus, pp. of initidre. See initiate, v., and agen-

tial suff. -or.

initiatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr.

L. initidtus, pp. of initidre. See initiate.

inject, tr. v. — L. injectus, pp. of inicere (less cor-

rectly injicere), 'to throw in, fling in; to in-

spire', formed fr. in-, 'in', and /actus, pp. of

X
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jacere, 'to throw, fling, cast'. See jet, 'to spirt

forth'. For the change of Latin d (in jdctus) to

e (in in-jSctus) see accent and cp. words there

referred to.

injection, n. — L. injectid, gen. -onis, 'a throwing

in, an injection', fr. injectus, pp. of inicere. See

inject and -ion.

injector, n. — Formed with agential suff. -or fr.

L. injectus, pp. of inicere. See inject and agential

suff. -or.

injunction, n. — Late L. injunctid, 'command, in-

junction', gen. -onis, fr. L. injunctus, pp. of in-

jungere, 'to join into, unite, attach to; to impose

upon, enjoin', fr. in-, 'in', and jungere, 'to join'.

See join and cp. junction, enjoin,

injunctive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

injunctus, pp. of injungere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: injunctive, n., injunctive-ly, adv.

injure, tr. v. — Back formation fr. injury.

Derivatives: injur-ed, adj., injur-ed-ness, n.

injiu-ious, adj. — F. injurieux (fem. injurieuse), fr.

L. injuriosus, 'unlawful, wrongful, harmful,

noxious', fr. injuria. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: injurious-ly, adv., injurious-ness, n.

injury, n. — L. injuria, 'injury, wrong, violence,

injustice; insult; harm, damage', fr. in-, 'not',

and jds, gen. juris, 'right'. See jus and -y (rep-

resenting L. -id).

injustice, n. — F., fr. L. injustitia, 'injustice', fr.

injustus, 'unjust, wrongful, unreasonable, op-

pressive, excessive', fr. m-, 'not', and jQstus,

'just'. See just and cp. justice, unjust,

ink, n.— ME. enke, inke, fr. OF. enque(F. encre),

lit. 'something burnt in', fr. Late L. encaustum,

fr. Gk. SyxauaTov, 'burnt in' (said of colors of

paintings, etc.), neut. verbal adj. of irptms.\.'t,

'to bum in'. See encaustic.

Derivatives: ink, tr. v., ink-er, n., ink-ish, adj.,

ink-less, adj., ink-y, adj., ink-i-ness, n.

inkling, n., a hint. — ME. inkling, 'a hint', fr.

inklen, 'to hint at, hint', which is of uncertain

origin.

inlet, n., anything put in; an arm of the sea, etc.

— Formed fr. in, adv., and let, 'to leave'.

inly, adv., within, inwardly. — ME. inliche, inly,

fr. OE. inlice, 'internally; sincerely'. See m and

adv. suff. -ly.

inmost, adj. — ME. innemest, fr. OE. innemest,

which stands for *inne-ma-est and is a double

superlative of inne, 'in'. The change of e (in OE.

innemest)too (in E. inmost) is due to an erron-

eous association with most. See in, adv., and

-mof t and cp. words there referred to.

inn, n. — Orig. 'house, abode', fr. ME. inn, in,

fr. OE. inn, 'house, chamber', fr. inn, 'in*, adv.

Cp. ON. inni, 'house, home', and see in, adv.

and prep.

innate, adj., inborn; natural. — ME. inruit, fr.

L. inndtus, 'inborn', pp. of inndscor, inndsci, 'to

be bom in; to arise, originate, in', fr. in-, 'in',

and ndscor, ndscl, 'to be bom'. See natal and

adj. suff. -ate.

innuendo
^-

Derivatives : innate-ly, adv., innate-ness, n.

innavigable, adj. — L. inndvigdbilis, fr. in-, 'not',

and ndvigdbilis. See navigable.

Derivatives : innavigabil-ity, n., innavigable-ness,

n., innavigabl-y, adv.

inner, adj. — ME., fr. OE. innera, compar. of

irme, 'within'; rel. to OHG. innaro, MHG. in-

nere, G. inner, 'inner'. See in, adv. and adj., and

compar. suff. -er.

Derivatives : inner, n., inner-ly, adv., inner-ness,n.

innerve, tr. v. — Formed fr. in-, 'in', and nerve.

Derivatives: innervate, tr. v., innerv-at-ion, n.

inning, n., i) a taking in; 2) (baseball) a numbered

round of play. — ME. irminge, fr. OE. innung,

lit. 'a taking in', fr. innian, 'to take in, put in',

fr. inn, 'in'. Cp. obsol. in, 'to take in', and see

in, adv. and prep.

innocence, n. — L. innocentia, 'harmlessness,

blamelessness, uprightness', fr. innocens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -ce.

innocent, adj. — L. innocens, gen. -entis, 'harm-

less, blameless, upright', fr. in-, 'not', and pres.

part, of noceo, nocere, 'to harm, hurt'. See

noxious and -ent and cp. nocuous, innocuous.

Derivative: innocent, n., innocent-ly, adv., in-

nocent-ness, n.

innocuity, n. — Prob. fr. F. innocuite, fr. L. in-

nocuus. See next word and -ity.

innocuous, adj., harmless. — L. innocu-us, 'harm-

less', fr. in-, 'not', and the stem of nocere, 'to

harm, hurt'. See innocent. For E. -ous, as equi-

valent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: innocuous-ly, adv., innocuous-

ness, n.

innominate, adj., "unnamed. — Late L. inndmi-

ndtus, 'unnamed', fr. in-, 'not', and L. ndmindtus,

pp. of ndmindre, 'to name', fr. ndmen, gen.

ndminis, 'name'. See nominal and adj. suff. -ate.

innominatum, n., the innominate bone (artat.) —
Medical L. (short for os innominatum, 'the un-

named bone'), neut. of inndmindtus (see prec.

word); so called by the Roman physician Clau-

dius Galen (131-201).

innovate, intr. v. — L. innovdtus, pp. of innovdre,

'to renew, alter', fr. in-, 'in', and novdre, 'to

make new', fr. novus, 'new'. See novel, adj., and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: innovation (q.v.), innovat-ive, in-

novat-ory, adjs.

innovation, n. — L. innovdtid, gen. -onis, fr. in-

novdtus, pp. of innovdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

innoxious, adj., harmless. — L. innoxius, 'harm-

less; blameless, innocent', fr. in-, 'not', and

rmxius, 'harmful'. See noxious and cp. innocent.

Derivatives : innoxious-ly, adv., innoxious-ness, n.

innuendo, n., an obUque hint. — L. innuendo, 'by

giving a nod, by intimating', abl. of the gerund

of irmsd, innuere, 'to give a nod, to intimate',

lit. 'to nod to', fr. to-, 'in', and nud, nuere, 'to

nod, wink'. See nutate.

Derivative: innuendo, intr. v.
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Innuit, n., an Eskimo of Alaska. — Native name,

lit. meaning 'men'. Cp. Yuit.

innumerability, n. — L. innumerabititds, fr. in-

numerdbilis. See next word.

innumerable, adj. — ME., fr. L. innumerdbilis,

fr. in-, 'not', and numerdbilis. See numerable.

Derivatives : innumerable-ness, n., innumerabl-y,

adv.

ino-, before a vowel in-, combining form meaning

'fibrous'. — Gk. tvo-, tv-, fr. !? (gen. tv6<;),

'sinew, tendon; muscle, fiber'. See inion.

inobservance, n. — F., fr. L. inobservantia, 'in-

attention, negligence', fr. inobservdns, gen. -an-

tis. See next word and cp. observance,

inobservant, adj. — L. inobservdns, gen. -antis,

'inattentive, negligent', fr. in-, 'not', and ob-

servdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of observdre. See

observant.

Derivatives: inobservant-ly, adv., inobservant-

ness, n.

Inoceramus, n., a genus of extinct bivalve mo-

lusks (paleontol.) — ModL., compounded of

ino- and Gk. xspajio?, 'earthen vessel'. See

ceramic,

inoculate, tr. v. — L. inoculdtus, pp. of inoculdre,

'to engraft an eye or bud from one tree into

another, to implant', fr. in-, 'in', and ocutdre,

'to furnish with eyes', fr. oculus, 'eye; bud'. See

ocular and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: inoculation (q.v.), inoculat-ive, adj.,

inoculator (q.v.)

inoculation, n. — L. inoculdtid, gen. -onis, 'an en-

grafting', fr. inoculdtus, pp. of inoculdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

inoculator, n. — L., 'engrafter', fr. inoculdtus, pp.

of inoculdre. See inoculate and agential suff. -or.

Inodes, n., a genus of fan palms (,bol.) — ModL.,

compounded of Gk. t?, gen. tvo?, 'fiber', and

-to87)(;, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See ino-

and -ode, 'like'.

inodorous, adj., odorless. — L. inodorus, 'with-

out smeir, fr. in-, 'not', and odorus. See odorous.

Derivatives: inodorous-ly, adv., inodorous-

ness, n.

inoflBcious, adj. — L. inofficidsus, 'undutiful', fr.

in-, 'not', and officidsus. See officious.

Derivatives: inofficious-ly, adv., inofficious-

ness, n.

inogen, n., a hypothetical substance supposed to

exist in the muscles (physiol.) — Formed fr.

ino- and -gen.

inopportune, adj. — L. inopportHnus, fr. in-, 'not',

and opportdnus. See opportune.

Derivatives: inopportune-ty, adv., inopportune-

ness, n., inopportun-ity, n.

inordinate, adj.— ME. inordinat, fr. L. inordindtus,

'disordered, not arranged', fr. in-, 'not', and

drdindlus, pp. of drdindre, 'to set in order'. See

ordain and cp. ordinate.

Derivatives: inordinate-ly, adv., inordinate-

ness, n.

inornate, adj. — L. inorndlus, 'unadorned', fr.

in-, 'not', and orndtus, pp. of orndre, 'to adorn'.

See ornate.

inosite, n., inositol. — Coined fr. in- (form of

ino- before a vowel) and the subst. suflBxes -ose

and -ite.

inositol, n., a white crystalline compound,

QH|5(OH)« {chem.)— Formed from prec. word

with sufT. -ol (for alcohol).

inquest, n. — ME. enqueste, fr. OF. enqueste (F.

enquete), fr. VL. *inquaesita, fem. pp. of *in-

quaerere (remodeled after L. quaerere, 'to seek'),

for L. inquirere. See inquire and cp. conquest,

request. Cp. also It. inchiesta and OProven?.

enquesta, which also derive fr. VL. *inquaesita.

inquiet, adj. — L. inquietus, 'restless, unquiet',

fr. in-, 'not', and quietus. See quiet, adj.

Derivatives: inquiet-ly, adj., inquiet-ness, n.

inquietude, n. — F. inquietude, fr. Late L. in-

quietddinem, ace. of inquietudo, 'restlessness,

disquietude', fr. L. inquietus. See prec. word and

-ude and cp. quietude.

inquiline, n., an animal that lives in the abode of

another; a guest (zool.) — L. inquilinus, 'in-

habitant of a place which is not his own, lodger',

rel. to incola, 'inhabitant', colere, 'to till (the

ground), cultivate, inhabit'. See colony and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see suff.

-ine (representing L. -inus).

inquinate, tr. v., to defile. — L. inquindtus, pp. of

inquindre, 'to stain, pollute, defile', fr. in-, 'in',

and -quindre, which is prob. rel. to cdnire, 'to

defecate', and possibly also to caenum, 'filth,

dirt, mud, mire'. See obscene and verbal suif.

-ate.

inquire, enquire, tr. and intr. v. — ME. enquerre,

fr. OF. enquerre (F. enquerir), fr. VL. *inquae-

rere (remodeled after L. quaerere, 'to search in-

to'), for L. inquirere, 'to seek after, search for,

inquire into', fr. in-, 'in', and ^uacr^Te (see query).

E. inquire represents the learned spelling of the

1 5th cent., showing the influence of L. inquirere.

For the change of Latin ae (in quaerere) to f

(in in-quirere) see acquire and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: inquir-able, adj., inquir-er, n., in-

quir-y, n.

inquisite, inquisit, tr. and intr. v., to inquire into;

to investigate. — L. inquisitus, pp. of inquirere.

See prec. word.

inquisition, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. inquisitionem,

ace. of inquisitio, 'a searching for, an inquiring

into', fr. inquisitus, pp. of inquirere. See inquire

and cp. inquest.

Derivatives: inquisition, tr. and intr. v., irujui-

sition-al, adj., inquisition-ist, n.

inquisitive, adj.— OF. inquisitif ((cm. inquisitive),

fr. Late L. inquisitivus, 'making inquiry', fr. L. in-

quisitus, pp. of inquirere. See inquire and -ive.

Derivatives: inquisitive-ly, adv., inquisitive-

ness, n.

inquisitor, n. — OF. (= F.) inquisiteur, fr. L. in-

quisitorem, ace. of inquisitor, 'searcher, exam-

-%

iner', fr. inquisitus, pp. of inquirere. See inquire

and agential suff. -tor.

Derivatives : inquisitor-ial, adj., inquisitor-ial-ly,

adv., inquisitor-iat-ness, n.

insalubrious, adj., unhealthy. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. insalabris, 'unhealthy, unwhole-

some', fr. in-, 'not', and saldbris. See salubrious.

insalubrity, n. — F. insalubrite, fr. insalubre, 'un-

healthy, unwholesome', fr. L. insaldbris. See

prec. word and -ity.

insane, adj. — L. Insdnus, 'mad, insane, outra-

geous, excessive, extravagant', fr. in-, 'not', and
sdnus. See sane.

Derivatives: insane-ly, adv., insane-ness, n.

insanitary, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and
sanitary.

Derivative: insanitari-ness, n.

insanity, n. — L. insdnitds, fr. insdnus. See insane

and -ity.

insatiability, n. — L. insatidbilitds, fr. insatidbilis.

See next word and -ity.

insatiaUe, adj. — F., fr. L. insatidbilis, fr. in-,

'not', and satidbilis. See satiable.

Derivatives: insatiable-ness, n., insatiabl-y, adv.

insatiate, adj. — L. insatidtus, 'unsatisfied', fr.

in-, 'not', and satidtus, 'satisfied', pp. of satidre,

'to satisfy'. See satiate.

Derivatives: insatiate-ly, adv., insatiate-ness, n.

inscribe, tr. v.— L. inscribere, 'to write in or on

anything, inscribe', fr. in-, 'in', and scribere, 'to

write'. See scribe.

Derivatives: inscrib-able, adj., inscrib-able-ness,

n., inscrib-ed, adj., inscrib-er, n.

inscription, n. — L. inscriplid, gen. -dnis, 'a writ-

ing upon, inscription', fr. inscriptus, pp. of in-

scribere. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: inscription-al, adj., inscription-ed,

adj.

inscriptive, adj. — Formed with suflF. -ive fr. L.

inscriptus, pp. of inscribere. See inscribe.

Derivative: inscriptive-ly, adv.

inscrutable, adj. — Late L. inscrutdbilis, fr. in-,

'not', and L. scrutdri, 'to search, examine, inves-

tigate'. See scrutable.

Derivatives: inscrutabil-ity, n., inscrutable-ness,

n., tnscrutabl-y, adv.

insect, n. — L. insectum (scil. animal), lit. '(ani-

mal) cut into', neut. pp. of insecdre, 'to cut into',

fr. in-, 'in', and secdre, 'to cut' (see section); first

used in this sense (in the plural Xnsecta) by Pliny,

Hist, nat., II, I, I, as loan translation of Gk.

IvTOfia, 'insects', lit. '(animals) cut in', from the

stem of ^vTEjiveiv, 'to cut in' (see entomo-).

insectarium, n., a place for keeping living insects.

— ModL., formed with suff. -arium fr. L. in-

sectum, 'insect'. See prec. word.

insecticide, n., a substance for killing insects. —
Compounded of L. insectum and -clda, 'killer',

fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See insect and -cide, 'killer'.

Derivative; insecticid-al, adj.

Insectiyora, n. pi., an order of mammals living

on insects (zool.) — ModL., lit. 'insect-eaters'.

fr. L. insectum, 'insect', and vordre, 'to devour'.

See insect and voracious.

insectivore, n., an insect-eating animal. — F. tee

prec. word.

insectivorous, adj., living on insects. — See

Insectivora and -ous.
'

insectology, n., the study of insects. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. insectum, 'insect', and Gk. -XoytS,

fr. -X6yoc„ 'one who speaks (in a certain man-
ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

insect and -logy. The correct form is entomology

(q.v.), inwhich both elements are ofGreek origin.

insecure, adj., not safe. — ML. msecdrus, fr. in-,

'not', and L. secdrus. See secure.

Derivatives: insecure-ly, adv., insecure-ness, n.

insecurity, n. — ML. insecuritds, fr. insecUrus

(see prec. word and -ity); introduced by Sir

Thomas Browne (1605-82).

inseminate, tr. v., to implant; to impregnate. —
L. insemindtus, pp. of insemindre, 'to sow, im-

plant', fr. in-, 'in', and semen, gen. seminis,

'seed'. See semen and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: inseminat-ion, n.

insensate, adj., without sensation, inanimate. —
Late L. insensdtus, 'irrational, foolish', fr. in-,

'not', and sensdtus. See sensate, adj., and adj.

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: insensate-ly, adv., insensate-ness, n.

insensibility, n. — Late L. insensibilitds, fr. L.

insensibilis. See next word and -ity.

insensible, adj. — L. insensibilis, 'that cannot be

felt, imperceptible, insensible', fr. in-, 'not',

and sensibilis. See sensible.

Derivatives: insensible-ness, n., insensibl-y, adv.

insensitive, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and sen-

sitive.

Derivative: insensitive-ness, n.

inseparability, n. — Late L. insepardbilitds, fr.

L. insepardbilis. See next word and -ity.

inseparable, adj. — L. insepardbilis, 'that cannot

be separated', fr. in-, 'not', and separdbilis. See

separable.

Derivatives: inseparable-ness, n., inseparabl-y,

adv.

insert, tr. v. — L. insertus, pp. of inserere, 'to put

in, bring in, graft, introduce, insert', fr. in-,

'in', and severe, 'to put in a row, join together,

connect, combine'. See series and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: insert-ed, adj., insert-er, n., insert-

ing, n., insertion (q.v.)

insertion, n. — Late L. insertid, gen. -onis, 'a

putting in, grafting', fr. L. insertus, pp. of

inserere. See prec. word and -ion.

Insessores, n. pi., in former terminology, an

order of birds, the Perchers iprnithol.)— ModL.,
fr. L. insessores, 'besetters', lit. 'sitters on', pi.

of insessor, fr. insessus, pp. of insidere. See

insidious.

inside, n., adj., prep, and adv. — Formed fr. in,

adj., and side.

Derivative: insid-er, n.
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insidious, adj., cunning, crafty. — F. insidieux

(fem. insidieuse), fr. L. insidiosus, 'cunning, art-

ful, deceitful, insidious', fr. insidiae (gen. -drum),

'ambush, stratagem, plot, snare', fr. insidere,

'to sit in or on', fr. in-, 'in', and sedere, 'to sit'.

See sedentary and cp. Insessores. For the change

of Latin e (in sedere) to i (in insidere) see ab-

stinent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: insidious-ly, adv., insidious-ness, n.

insignia, n. pi., signs or badges of rank, office or

honor. — L., pi. of insigne, 'distinctive mark,

badge of office or honor', prop. neut. of the

adjective insignis, 'distinguished, noted, re-

markable', used as a noun; formed fr. in-, 'in',

and signum, 'a mark, token, sign'. See sign and

cp. ensign,

insincere, adj. — L. insincerus, 'not genuine, not

pure, adulterated', fr. in-, 'not', and sincerus.

See sincere.

Derivatives: insincere-ly, adv., insincere-ity, n.

insinuate, tr. v., to introduce indirectly. — L. in-

sinudtus, pp. of insinudre, 'to wind oneself into,

ingratiate oneself, fr. in-, 'in', and sinudre, 'to

wind, bend, curve', fr. sinus. See sine, n., and

verbal suff. -ate and cp. sinuate.

Derivative: insinuat-ing, adj., insinuat-ing-ly,

adv., insinuation (q.v.). insinuat-ive, adj., in-

sinuat-ive-ly, adv., insinuat-ive-ness, n.

insinuation, n. — L. insinudtid, gen. -dnis, 'en-

trance through a narrow way; ingratiating one-

self, fr. insinudtus, pp. of insinudre. See prec.

word and -ion.

insipid, adj., tasteless. — Late L. insipidus, 'taste-

less', fr. in-, 'not', and L. sapidus. See sapid. For

the change of Latin d (in sdpidus) to i (in in-

sipidus) see abigeat and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: insipid-ity, n., insipid-ly, adv., in-

sipid-ness, n.

insipient, adj., foolish. — L. insipiens, gen. -entis,

'unwise, foolish', fr. in-, 'not', and sapiens, gen.

-entis, 'wise'. See sapient. For the change of

Latin d (in sapiens) to (" (in in-sipiens) see abigeat

and cp. prec. word.

Derivative: insipient-ly, adv.

insist, V. — L. insistere, 'to set foot on, stand,

tread on; to dwell upon; to begin', fr. in-, 'in',

and sistere, 'to cause to stand, put, place; to

stand still, stand', from the reduplicated base

of stdre, 'to stand'. See state. See also assist and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: insistence, insistency, insistent

(qq.v.)

insistence, insistency, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

insistent, adj. — L. insistens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of insistere. See insist and -ent

Derivative: insistent-Iy, adv.

insolate, tr. v., to expose to the rays of the sun.—
L. insdldtus, pp. of insoldre, 'to place in the sun',

fr. in-, 'in', and sol, gen. sdiis, 'sun'. See sol and

verbal suff. -ate.

insolation, n., exposure to the rays of the sun. —
L. insoldtio, gen. -dnis, 'a placing in the sun',

fr. insdldtus, pp. of insoldre. See prec. word

and -ion.

insolence, n. — L. insolentia, 'unusualness

;

haughtiness, arrogance, insolence', fr. insolens,

gen. -entis. See next word and -ce.

insolent, n. — L. insolens, gen. -entis, 'unusual;

haughty, arrogant, insolent', fr. in-, 'not', and

pres. part, of solere, 'to use, be accustomed',

which is of uncertain origin. For the ending see

suff. -ent.

Derivatives: insolent-ly, adv., insolent-ness, n.

insolubility, n. — Late L. insolUbilitds, fr. L. in-

soldbilis. See next word and -ity.

insoluble, adj. — L. insolObilis, 'that cannot be

loosed; incontestable', fr. in-, 'not', and solu-

bilis. See soluble.

Derivatives: insoluble-ness, n., insolubl-y, adv.

insonuiia, n., sleeplessness. — L., 'want of sleep',

fr. insomnis, 'sleepless', fr. in-, 'not', and somnus,

'sleep'. See somnolent and -ia.

insouciance, n., indifference. — F., 'carelessness,

thoughtlessness, heedlessness', fr. insouciant.

See next word and -ce.

insouciant, adj., indifferent. — P., 'careless,

thoughtless, heedless', fr. in-, 'not', and pres.

part, of soucier, 'to care, be anxious', fr. VL.

*sollicJtdre, 'to disquiet, trouble, disturb', al-

tered fr. classical L. sollicitdre, 'to stir, agitate,

move, excite', under the influence of excitus,

pp. of excire, 'to excite'. See solicit and -ant.

Derivative: insouciant-ly, adv.

inspan, tr. and intr. v., to harness. — Du. in-

spannen, fr. in-, 'in', and spannen, 'to span; to

join'. See span, v.

inspect, tr. v. — L. inspectus, pp. of inspicere, 'to

look into, look at, inspect, consider', fr. in-,

'in', and specere, spicere, 'to see, to look at,

behold'. See species and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

inspection, n.— L. inspectid, gen. -dnis, 'a looking

into, inspection', fr. inspectus, pp. of inspicere.

See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: inspection-al, adj.

inspective, adj. — Late L. inspectims, 'consider-

ing, contemplative', fr. L. inspectus, pp. of in-

spicere. See inspect and -ive.

inspector, n. — L., 'inspector, examiner", fr. in-

spectus, pp. of inspicere. See inspect and agential

suff. -or.

Derivative: inspector-al, adj., inspector-ate, a.,

inspector-ial, adj.

inspectress, n. — See prec. word and -ess.

inspiration, n. — OF. (= F.) inspiration, fr. Late

L. inspirdtidnem, ace. of inspirdtid, fr. L. in-

spirdtus, pp. of inspirdre. See inspire and

-ion.

Derivatives: inspiration-al, adj., inspirationism,

inspirationist (qq.v.)

inspirationism, n., belief in divine inspiration. —
See prec. word and -ism.

inspirationist, n., one who believes in divine in-

spiration. — See inspiration and -ist.

inspirator, n.— LateL. Inspirator, fr. L. inspirdtus.

See inspire and -ator.

inspiratory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. L. inspirdtus. See next word.

inspire, tr. v. — ME. enspiren, inspiren, fr. OF.

enspirer, inspirer (F. inspirer), fr. L. inspirdre,

'to breathe into, blow upon; to inflame, in-

spire', fr. in-, 'in', and spirdre, 'to breathe'. See

spirit.

Derivatives: ir^spir-ed, adj., inspir-ed-ly, adv.,

inspir-er, n., inspir-ing, adj., inspir-ing-ly, adv.

inspissate, tr. and intr. v., to thicken. — L. in-

spissdtus, pp. of inspissdre, 'to make thick,

thicken', fr. in-, 'in', and spissdre, 'to make thick

thicken', fr, spissus, 'thick, crowded, compact,

dense'. See spissated.

Derivative: inspissat-ion, n.

instability, n. — ME. instabilitee, fr. MF. (= F.)

instabilite, fr. L. instabilitdtem, ace. of instabi-

litds, 'unsteadiness', fr. instabilis. See next word

and -ity.

instable, adj. — F., fr. L. instabilis, 'unsteady',

fr. in-, 'not', and stabilis. See stable, adj., and

cp. unstable. Derivative: instable-ness, n.

install, instal, tr. v. — F. installer, fr. ML. in-

stalldre, 'to introduce formally', fr. in-, 'in', and

stallum, 'stall, seat', fr. OHG. stall, stal, 'stand,

place, stable; stall'. See stall.

installant, n., an installer. — ML. installdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of installdre. See prec. word

and -ant.

installation, n. — ML. installdtid, gen. -dnis,

'formal introduction', fr. installdtus, pp. of In-

stalldre. See install and -ation.

installment, instalment, n. — Formed fr. install

with suff. -ment.

instance, n. — F., fr. L. instantia, 'constancy,

perseverance, earnestness, urgency', prop, 'a

standing near, presence', fr. instdns, gen. -antis.

See instant and -ce. Derivative: instance, tr. v.

instancy, n. — L. instantia. See prec. word and

-cy.

instant, adj. — L. instdns, gen. -antis, 'present;

pressing, urgent', lit. 'standing near', pres. part,

of instdre, 'to press upon, urge, insist', lit. 'to

stand in, stand upon, stand near', fr. in-, 'in',

and stdre, 'to stand'. See state and -ant.

Derivatives: instant, n. (q.v.), instant-aneous,

adj., instant-aneous-ly, adv., instant-aneous-ness,

n., instant-ly, adv.

instant, n. — Fr. instant, adj. Cp. F. instant, n.,

in the same sense.

instanter, adv., immediately. — L., 'pressingly,

urgently', fr. instdns, gen. -antis. See instant, adj.

instar, n., stage of an arthropod between suc-

cessive molts (entomol.) — L., 'equivalent,

value; image, resemblance, form, figure', orig.

shortened form of the infinitive instdre, 'to

stand in' (said ofthe tongue of the t>alance when
it stands so that the balance is in the equi-

librium), whence instar came to denote 'equi-

valent, value', etc. See instant, adj. For the sense

development of L. instar cp. Gk. I'aTiQfjLt, 'I cause

to stand; I weigh' and cTa-uTjp, 'balance', which

is rel. to Eaxvjti', (see stater).

instar, tr. v., to place as a star. — Formed fr. in-,

'in', and star.

instauration, n. — L. instaurdtio, gen. -onis, 're.-

newal, restoration', fr. instaurdtus, pp. of in-

slGurdre, 'to renew, repeat, restore', fr. in-, 'in',

and -staurdre (found only in compounds), which

is prob. cogn. with Gk, <jTXJp6;, 'pale, stake,

pole', ON. staurr, of s.m., ON. styri, OE. steor-,

'rudder, helm', OE. stieran, '*o steer, guide'.

Accordingly the orig. meaning of I . instaurdre

prob. was 'to attach to a stake or post, to

fasten'. See steer, 'to direct', and cp. store, v.

and n., restaurant, restore.

instead, adv. — Formed fr. in-, 'in', and stead.

instep, n. — Formed fr. in-, 'in', and step.

instigate, tr. v., to urge on. — L. instigdtus, pp.

of instigdre, 'to urge, stimulate, incite, goad,

instigate', fr. in-, 'in', and *stigdre, 'to prick,

goad', fr. I.-E. base *steig-, 'to prick, stick,

pierce', whence also OE. stician, 'to prick, goad,

stab'. See stick, v., and cp. instinct. For the

ending see verbal suff. -ate.

instigation, n. — L. instigdtio, gen. -dnis, 'an

urging, incitement', fr. instigdtus, pp. of In-

stigdre. See prec. word and -ion.

instill, instil, tr. v. — L. instilldre, 'to pour in by

drops, drop in', fr. in-, 'in', and stilldre, 'to drop,

trickle', fr. stilla, 'drop'. See still, 'to distill'.

Derivatives: instillation (q.v.), instilt-er, n., in-

stil(l)-ment, n.

instillation, n. — L. instilldlid, gen. -dnis, 'a drop-

ping in', fr. Instilldtus, pp. of instilldre. See prec.

word and -ation.

instinct, n. — L. instinctus, gen. -Us, 'instigation,

impulse', fr. Instinctus, pp. of Instinguere, 'to

incite, impel', which is rel. to instigdre. See

instigate.

Derivatives: instinct-ive, adj., instinct-ive-ly, adv.

instinct, adj. — L. instinctus, pp. of instinguere.

See instinct, n.

institute, n. — L. InstitUtum, 'purpose, design,

plan', prop. neut. pp. of instituere, 'to put, fix,

set, plant, erect, establish, appoint', used as a

noun; formed fr. in-, 'in', and statuere, 'to cause

to stand, set up, establish, constitute'. See

statute. For the change of Latin d (in statuere)

to I (in in-stituere) see abigeat and cp. words

there referred to.

institute, tr. v. — L. institutus, pp. of Instituere.

See institute, n.

institution, n. — OF. (= F.) institution, fr. L. In-

stitdtidnem, ace. of InstitUtid, 'a disposition, ar-

rangement, instruction, appointment', fr. in-

stitatus, pp. oi instituere. See institute, v. and n.,

and -ion.

Derivative: institution-at, adj.

instruct, tr. v. — ME. instructen, fr. L. Instruc-
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tus, pp. of instruere, 'to build, erect, construct;

to prepare, provide, furnish; to teach, instruct',

fr. in-, 'in', and struere, 'to pile up, build, con-

struct'. See structure and words there referred

to and cp. esp. instrument.

Derivatives: instruction (q.v.), instruct-ive, adj.,

instruct-ive-ly, adv., instruct-ive-ness, n., in-

structor (q.v.).

instruction, n. — OF. (= F.) instruction, fr. L. In-

structionem, ace. of instructio, 'building, erec-

tion, construction; arrangement, disposition,

teaching, instruction', fr. instructus, pp. of in-

struere. See instruct and -ion.

Derivative : instruction-al, adj.

instructor, n. — L. instructor, 'preparer' (in

ML. also 'teacher, instructor'), fr. L. instructus,

pp. of instruere. See instruct and agential suff. -or.

instructress, n. — See prec. word and -ess.

instrument, n. — L. instrUmentum, 'utensil, tool,

instrument, apparatus, furniture, provision,

supply*, fr. instruere. See instruct and -ment.

Derivatives: instrument, tr. v., instrument-al, in-

strumentation (q.v.)

instrumental, adj. — F., fr. instrument, fr. L. in-

strUmentum. See instrument and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: instrumental, n., instrumentatism

(q.v.), instrumentalist (q.v.), instrumental-ity, n.

instrumentalism, n., the doctrine that the value

of a thing depends on experience; pragmatism

(philos.) — See prec. word and -ism.

instrumentalist, n., i) one who plays on a musical

instrument; 2) a believer in instrumentalism

(philos.) — See instrumental and -ist.

instnunentation, n., l) arrangement of music for

instruments; 2) the use of scientific instruments.

— P., fr. instrument, fr. L. instrUmentum. See

instrument and -ation.

insufficiency, n. — Late L. insufficientia, fr. in-

sufficiens, gen. -entis. See next word and -cy.

insufficient, adj.— I^te L. insufficiens, gen. -entis,

'insufficient', fr. in-, 'not', and L. sufficiens, gen.

-entis. See sufficient.

Derivative: insufficient-ly, adv.

insufflate, tr.v., to blow in. — Late L. insuffldtus,

pp. of insufflare, 'to blow into or upon, breathe

into or upon', fr. in-, 'in', and L. suffidre, 'to

blow', fr. sub- and flare, 'to blow'. See blow,

'to puff', and cp. inflate,

insufflation, n. — Late L. insuffldtio, gen. -onis,

'a blowing into or upon', fr. insuffidtus, pp. of

insufflare. See prec. word and -ion.

insular, adj. — L. insuldris, 'of, or pertaining to,

an island, fr. insula, 'island'. See isle and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see

suff. -ar.

Derivatives: insular-ism, n., insutar-ity, n., in-

sular-ly, adv.

insulate, tr. v., i) to make into an island; 2) to set

apart; to isolate. — L. insulatus, pp. oiinsuldre,

'to insulate', fr. insula, 'island'. See Isle and
verbal suflf. -ate and cp. isolate, which is a dou-

blet of insulate. Cp. also peninsula.

Derivatives: insulat-ed, adj., insulat-ing, adj.,

insulat-ion, n., insulat-or, n.

insulin, n., an extract containing the active prin-

ciple of the islets of Langerhans in the pan-

creas (med.) — Formed fr. L. insula, 'island'

(see insular and chem. suff. -in); introduced by

Banting, Best and Macleod in 1921. The name
was suggested by the English physiologist Sir

Edward Albert William Sharpey (1850- 1935).

insult, n.— Either fr. MF. insult (F. insulte), from

the verb insulter or directly fr. Late L. insultus,

'a scoffing, reviling', lit. 'a leaping upon', fr.

insilire, 'to leap upon'; influenced in meaning

by the verb insultdre, 'to insult'. See insult, v.

insult, tr. v. — F. insulter, fr. L. insultdre, 'to leap

upon, spring at', used already by Cicero in the

sense of *to scoff, revile, insult', which stands

for *in-saltdre and is freq. of insilire, 'to leap

upon, spring at', fr. in-, 'in', and salire, 'to leap,

spring, jump'. See salient and cp. saltant. For the

change of Latin a (in sdltdre) to U (in in-sUltdre)

see desultory and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: insult-er, n., insult-ing, adj., insult-

ing-ly, adv.

insuperable, adj. — L. insuperdbilis, 'that cannot

be passed over, unconquerable', fr. in-, 'not',

and superdbilis. See superable.

Derivatives: insuperabil-ity, n., insuperable-ness,

n., insuperabl-y, adv.

insupportable, adj. — Late L. insupportdbilis. See

in-, 'not', and supportable.

Derivatives: insupportabil-ity, n., insupportable-

ness, n., insupportabl-y, adv.

insure, tr. v. — A var. of ensure.

'Deiivatives: insur-able, ad}., insur-ance,Ti., insur-

ant, n., insur-ed, adj., insur-er, n.

insurgency, n. — Formed from next word with

sufT. -cy.

insurgent, adj. and n. — L. insurgSns, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of insurgere, 'to rise up; to rise

against, revolt', fr. in-, 'in', and surgere, 'to

rise'. See surge and -ent and cp. insurrection. Cp.

also assurgent.

insurmountable, adj. — Formed fr. in-, 'not', and

surmountable, on analogy of F. insurmontable.

Derivatives: insurmountable-ness, n., insurmoun-

tabl-y, adv.

insurrection, n. — ME. insurrecioun, fr. MF.
(= F.) insurrection, fr. Late L. insurrectionem,

ace. of insurrectid, 'a rising up, insurrection',

fr. L. insurrectus, pp. of insurgere. See insurgent

and -ion.

Derivatives: insurrection-al, adj., insurrection-

al-ly, adv., insurrection-ary, adj., insurrection-

ist, a.

intact, adj. — L. intdctus, 'untouched, uninjured,

intact', fr. in-, 'not', and tdctus, pp. of tangere,

'to touch'. See tact and cp. intangibie.

Derivatives: intact-ly, adv., intact-ness, n.

intagliated, adj., carved in intaglio. — Formed
with suff. -ed fr. It. inlagliato, pp. of intagliare.

See next word.
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intaglio, n., incised carving.— It., back formation

fr. intagliare, 'to cut in, engrave', fr. in-, 'in',

and VL. *tdlidre, 'to cut', fr. L. tdlea, 'rod, stick,

bar'. See tailor and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: intaglio, tr. v.

intangible, adj. — ML. intangibilis, fr. in-, 'not',

and L. tangibilis. See tangible.

Derivatives: intangibil-ity, n., intangible-ness,

n., intangibl-y, adv.

intarsia, n., mosaic woodwork. — It. intarsio, fr.

intarsiare, 'to inlay', fr. in-, 'in', and tarsiare,

'to inlay', fr. tarsia, 'inlaid work, tarsia', fr. Arab.

tar?t\ 'inlaid work', inf. of rd^fa'a, 'he laid in'.

integer, adj. — L., 'undiminished, unhurt, un-

impaired, whole, complete', lit. 'untouched', fr.

*entag-ros, fr. in-, 'not', and *tag-, the stem of

tangere, 'to touch'. See tangent and cp. intact,

intangible, integrity. Cp. also entire. For the

change of Latin <J (in td-n-gere) to e (in in-l^ger)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: integr-able, adj., integr-abil-ity, n.

integral, adj., i) pertaining to a whole; 2) ne-

cessary to completeness; n., a whole. —• MB.,

fr. Late L. integrdlis, fr. L. integer. See prec.

word and adj. suflF. -aU The word integral was

introduced into mathematics by Jacques Ber-

nouilli (1654-1705), professor of mathematics

at the University of Basel.

Derivatives: integral-ity, n., integral-ly, adv.

integrant, adj., forming a whole. — L. integrdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of integrdre, 'to make

whole, renew', fr. integer. See integer and -ant

integrate, adj., composite; complete, whole. —
L. integrdtus, pp. of integrdre. See next word.

integrate, tr. v., to form a whole. — L. integrdtus,

pp. of integrdre, 'to make whole, renew', fr. in-

teger. See integer and verbal suff. -ate.

integration, n. — L. integrdlid, gen. -dnis, 'a re-

newing', fr. integrdtus, pp. of integrdre. See In-

tegrate, v., and -ion.

integrity, n., wholeness, completeness; upright-

ness. — F. integrite, fr. L. integritdtem, ace. of

integritds, 'completeness, soundness, blameless-

ness', fr. integer. See integer and -ity.

integument, n., a covering. — L. integumentum,

'a covering', fr. integere, 'to cover', fr. in-, 'in',

and tegere, 'to cover'. See tegument.

Derivatives: integument, tr. v., integument-al,

integument-ary, adjs., integument-ation, n.

intellect, n.— L. intellectus, gen. -us, 'perception,

discernment, understanding', fr. intellectus, pp.

of intellegere, intelllgere, 'to understand, com-

prehend'. See Intelligent

intellection, n. — L. intellectid, gen. -onis, fr. in-

tellectus, pp. of intellegere, intelligere. See prec.

word and -km.

intellectlTe, adj.— F. intellectif{km. intellective),

fr. Late L. intellectivus, 'pertaining to discern-

ment', fr. L. intellectus, pp. of intellegere, intelli-

gere. See intellect and -ive.

Derivative: intellective-ly, adv.

intdlectna], adj. — L. intellectudtis. 'relating to

the understanding', fr. intellectus, pp. of intel-

legere, intelligere. See intellect and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: intellectual, n., intellectualismfq.v.)

intellectual-ist, n., intellectuality (q.v.), intellec-

tual-ize, v., intellectualiz-ation, n., intellectual-

ly, adv.

intellectualism, n. — G. Intellektualismus, coined

by the German philosopher Friedrich Wilhelm

Joseph von Schelling (1775- 1854) in 1803 fr.

Late L. intellectudlis, 'relating to understanding',

and suff. -ismus. See intellectual and -ism.

intellectuality, n. — Late L. intellectudlitds, 'un-

derstanding', fr. L. intellectudlis. See intellectual

and -ity.

intelligence, n. — F., fr. L. intellegentia, intelli-

gentia, 'power of discerning, power of under-

standing, intelligence', fr. intellegens, intelligens,

gen. -entis. See next word and -ce and cp. in-

telligentsia.

Derivatives: intelligence, v., intelttgenc-er, n.

intelligent, adj. — L. intellegens, intelligens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of intellegere, intelligere, 'to

imderstand, comprehend', fr. inter- and legere,

'to gather, collect; to pick out, choose; to read*.

See lecture and cp. intellect.

Derivatives: intelligent, n., inteltigent-ly, adv.

intelligential, adj. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. intellegentia, intelligentia. See intel-

ligence.

intelligentsia, n., the intellectual classes taken

collectively. — Russ. intelligentsiya, fr. It. intel-

ligenzia, fr. L. intellegentia, intelligentia. See

intelligence.

intelligible, adj. — L. intellegibilis, intetligibilis,

'that can be understood', fr. intellegere, intelli-

gere, 'to understand, comprehend*. See intel-

ligent and -ibie.

Derivatives: intelligibil-ity, n., intelligible-ness,

n., intelligibl-y, adv.

intemperance, n. — F. intemperance, fr. L. in-

temperentia, 'intemperateness, immoderation,

excess', fr. in-, 'not', and temperantia. See tem-

perance.

intemperate, adj. — L. intemperdtus, 'intemper-

ate, immoderate', fr. in-, 'not', and temperdtus.

See temperate.

Derivatives: intemperate-ly, adv., intemperate-

ness, n.

intend, tr. v. — ME. entenden, fr. MF. (= F.)

entendre, 'to direct one*s attention' (now, 'to

hear*), fr. L. intendere, 'to stretch out, extend;

to direct, turn, bend, aim; to direct one's

attention, to apply oneself to, endeavor, intend',

fr. in-, 'in', and tendere, 'to stretch out'. See

tend, 'to move in a certain direction', and cp.

entente, superintend. Derivatives: intendant

(q.v.), intend-ed, adj., intendment (q.v.)

intendance, intendancy, n. — F. tntendance, fr.

intendant. See next word and -cy.

intendant, n. — F., back formation fr. surinlen-

dant, it. ML. superintendentem, ace. of 'super-

intendens. See superintendent
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intendment, n., i) intention (archaic); 2) meaning
(law). — ME. entendement, fr. OF. (= F.) en-

tendement, 'understanding', fr. entendre. See in-

tend and -nient.

intense, adj. — P., fr. L. intensus, a collateral

form of intentus, 'stretched out, strained, bent,

tight', pp. of inlendere, 'to stretch out, extend'.

See intend.

Derivatives: intense-ly, adv., intense-ness, n.

intensification, n. — See next word and -ation.

intensify, tr. v. — Formed with suff. -fy fr. L.

intensus, 'stretched out' (see intense) ; first used by
the English poet and philosopher Samuel Taylor
Coleridge (1772-1834).

Derivative: intensifi-er, n.

intension, n. — L. intensio, gen. -onis, 'a stretch-

ing out, straining, effort', a collateral form of
intentio, gen. -onis, fr. intentus, pp. of intendere.

See intention.

Derivatives: intension-al, adj., intension-al-ly,

adv.

intensity, n. — Coined by the English physicist

Robert Boyle (1627-91) fr. intense and suff. -ity.

intensive, adj. — F. intensif (fem. intensive), fr.

ML. intenslvus, fr. L. intensus, a collateral form
of intentus, pp. of intendere. See intense and -ive.

Derivatives: intensive, n., intensive-ly, adv., in-

tensive-ness, n.

intent, n., an intending; intention; purpose. —
ME. entent, fr. OF. entent, fr. L. intentus, gen.

-us, 'a stretching out, extending', fr. intentus,

pp. of intendere. See intend.

intent, adj., firmly fixed. — L. intentus, 'stretched

out, extended', pp. of intendere. See intend.

Derivatives: intent-ly, adv., intent-ness, n.

intention, n. — OF. entention, intention (F. in-

tention), fr. L. intentionem, ace. of intentio, 'a

stretching out, straining, exertion, effort, at-

tention', fr. intentus, pp. of intendere. See intend

and cp. intension, which is a doublet of intention.

intentional, adj. — ML. intentionalis, fr. L. in-

tentio, gen. -onis. See prec. word and -al.

Derivatives: intentional-ily, n., intentional-ly,

adv.

inter, prep., among, between, occurring in Latin
phrases occasionally used in English, as inter

alia, 'among other things'. — L. inter, fr. L-E.
*enter or *i}ter, 'between, among', whence also

Oscan anter, Umbr. anter, ander-, OI. antdr,

Avestic antar', OPers. antar, 'among, between',
OL dniarah, 'inner, interior', antrdm, 'intestine*,

Toch. B etsar, 'within'. Arm. 'nder-k' (pi.), 'in-

testines', Gk. evTcpa (pi.), 'intestines'. Alb.
nder, 'between, in', OSIav. qtru, 'between',
qtroba, 'entrails', j^tro, 'liver', Olr. eter, etar,

etir, OW. ithr, Co. ynter, Bret, entre, 'among,
between', Goth, undar, OHG. untar, OE. under,
in the sense of 'among', ON. idrar (pi.), 'intes-

tines". I.-E. *en-ter, *ff-ter is compar. of *en, 'in'.

See in, prep., and -tiler and cp. enteric and words
there referred to. Cp. also enter, enter-, entrails,

entr'acte, entre-, interior.

inter, tr. v., to bury. — ME. enterren, fr. MF.
(= F.) enterrer, fr. VL. *interrdre, 'to place in

the earth', fr. in-, 'in, into', and terra, 'earth';

see terra; influenced in form by VL. *interrdre.

Derivative: inter-ment, n.

inter-, pref. meaning 'among, between'. — L., fr.

inter. See inter, prep.

interact, n., interval between two acts.— Formed
fr. inter- and act, n. on analogy of F. entr'acte

(see entr'acte).

interact, intr. v., to act on each other. — Formed
fr. inter- and act, v.

Derivatives: interact-ion, n., interact-ive, adj.

intercalary, adj., inserted in the calendar. — L.

intercaldrius or intercaldris, fr. intercaldre. See
next word and adj. suff. -ary.

intercalate, tr. v., to insert (a day or a month)
in the calendar. — L. intercaldtus, pp. of inter-

caldre, 'to proclaim the insertion of an inter-

calary day', etc., fr. inter- and caldre, 'to call

out, proclaim'. See calendar and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: intercalation (q.v.), intercalat-ive,

intercalat-ory, adjs.

intercalation, n. — L. intercaldtio, gen. -onis, 'in-

sertion of an intercalary day', fr. intercaldtus,

pp. of intercaldre. See prec. word and -ion.

intercede, intr. v., to plead on behalf of. — L.

intercedere, 'to go between, intervene, inter-

pose, interfere', fr. inter- and cedere, 'to go,

depart'. See cede.

intercept, tr. v. — L. interceptus, pp. of inter-

cipere, 'to seize while passing; to interrupt', fr.

inter- and capere (pp. captus), 'to catch, seize,

take hold of. See captive. For the change of
Latin d (in captus) to e (in inter-ceptus) see ac-

cent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: intercept-er, intercept-or, n., inter-

ception (q.v.), intercept-ive, adj.

interception, n. — L. interceptio, gen. -onis, 'a

seizing, taking away', fr. interceptus, pp. of in-

tercipere. See prec. word and -ion.

intercession, n. — L. intercessio, gen. -onis, 'a

going between, intervention', fr. intercess-(um),

pp. stem of intercedere. See intercede and -ion.

Derivative: intercession-al, adj.

intercessor, n. — L., 'one who intervenes', fr.

intercess-(um), pp. stem of intercedere. See inter-

cede and agential suff. -or.

Derivative: intercessor-ial, SLdj.

intercessory, adj, — ML. intercessdrius, fr. L.

intercess-(um), pp. stem of intercedere. See
intercede and adj. suff. -ory.

interdiange, tr. and intr. v. — ME. entrechangen,

fr. OF. entechangier, fr. entre- (fr. L. inter-) and
changier, 'to change' (see inter- and change, v.),

remodeled after L. inter-.

Derivatives: interchange-able, adj., interchange-

abil-ity,n., interchange-able-ness, n., interchange-

abl-y, adv.

intercbange, n. — OF. entrechange, fr. entre-

changier. See biterdiange, v.
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intercolumniation, n., the space between two

columns (archit.) — Formed with suff. -ation

fr. L. intercolumnium, 'the space between two

columns', fr. inter- and columna. See column,

intercourse, n. — ME. intercurse, fr. OF. entre-

cours, 'exchange, commerce', fr. Late L. inter-

cursus (gen. -Us), 'a running between or amongst*,

fr. L. intercursus, pp. of intercurrere, 'to run be-

tween or amongst', fr. inter- and currere, 'to

run' (see current, adj.); remodeled after L.

intercursus.

interdict, n. — ME. entredit, fr. OF. entredit, fr.

L. interdictum, 'prohibition, interdict', prop,

neut. pp. of interdicere, 'to forbid, prohibit,

interdict', fr. inter- and dicere, 'to say'; see

diction. F. interdit and E. interdict have been

remodeled after L. interdictum.

interdict, tr. v. — ME. entrediten, fr. entredit,

'interdict'. See interdict, n.

interdiction, n. — L. interdictid, gen. -onis, 'pro-

hibition, interdiction', fr. interdictus, pp. of

interdicere. See interdict, v. and n., and -ion.

Interdictory, adj. — ML. interdictorius, 'pertai-

ning to an interdict', fr. L. interdictum. See

interdict, n., and adj. suff. -ory.

interdigitate, intr. v., to interlock like the fingers

of the two hands. — Formed fr. inter-, L. digi-

tus, 'finger' (see digit), and verbal suff. -ate.

interest, n. — ME., altered fr. earlier interess, fr.

AF. interesse, fr. ML. interesse, 'interest', prop,

subst. use of L. interesse, 'to be between, lie

between; to take part in; to import, be of in-

terest', fr. inter- and esse, 'to be'; see esse. The

alteration of earlier E. interess to interest is

prob. due to the influence of OF. interest

(whence F. interet), 'interest', a word derived fr.

L. interest, 'it imports, it is of interest*, which

was, however, taken for a noun in the sense

of 'that which imports or is of interest'. Cp. G.

Interesse, 'interest', which also derives fr. ML.
interesse (see above).

interest, tr. v. — Fr. interess'd, pp. of earlier

English interess, 'interest*. See interest, n.

Derivatives: interest-ed, adj., interest-ed-ly, n.,

interest-ed-ness, n., interest-ing, adj., interest-

ing-ly, adv., interest-ing-ness, n.

interfere, intr. v. — OF. s'entreferir, 'to strike

each other', fr. entre, 'between', and ferir (F.

ferir), 'to strike', fr. L. ferire, 'to strike, smite',

which stands in gradational relationship to

fordre, 'to bore, piece', and is cogn. with OE.

borian, 'to bore' : see inter- and bore, v. E. inter-

fere was remodeled after L. inter-.

Derivatives: interfer-ence, n., interferent-ial,

adj., interfer-er, n., interfer-ing, adj., interfer-

ing-ly, adv., interfer-ing-ness, n.

interferometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the interference of light waves. — A hybrid

coined from interfere, a word of Latin origin,

and Gk. (i^pov, 'measure'. See met^, 'poet-

ical rhythm*.

interfuse, tr. and intr. v. — L. interfusus, pp. of

interfundere, 'to pour between, flow between',

fr. inter- and fundere, 'to pour*. See found, 'to

cast*, and cp. words there referred to.

interfusion, n. — L. interfdsid, gen. -onis, 'a flow-

ing between', fr. interfusus, pp. of interfundere.

See prec. word and -ion.
'

interglacial, adj., pertaining to, or occurring in,

a period between two glacial epochs. — Coined

by the Swiss naturalist Oswald Heer (1809-83)

in 1865 fr. inter- and glacial,

interim, n., meantime.— L. interim, adv., 'mean-

while', formed fr. inter, 'between' (see inter,

prep.), with adv. suff. -im, which derives from

the pronominal base *j- (whence also is, ea, id,

'he, she, it'). Cp. OL. im, em (= L. eum), 'him',

and see idem.

Derivative: interim, adj., temporary.

interior, adj. — L. interior, 'inner, within', corn-

par, of *interus, 'on the inside, inward' (cp.

intra, 'within'), which itself is compar. of in,

'in*. See inter, prep., and -lor and cp. intra-,

Intro-.

Derivatives: interior, n., interior-ly, adv.

interjacent, adj., lying between; intervening. —
L. interjacens, gen. -entis, 'lying between', pres.

part, of interjacere, 'to lie between', fr. Inter-

and jacere, 'to lie', which orig. meant 'to cast

oneself down', fr. jacio, jacere, 'to throw, cast,

hurl'. See jet, 'to spirt forth', and -ent and cp.

adjacent and words there referred to. Cp. also

next word.

interject, tr. v. — L. interjectus, pp. of intericere

(less correctly interjicere), 'to throw between,

insert; to intersect', fr. infer- and jacere (pp.

jactus), 'to throw'. See prec. word. For the

change of Latin d (in jdctus) to ^(in inter-jeclus)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: interjection (q.v.), interject-ory, adj.

interjection, n. — F., fr. L. interjectidnem, ace. of

interjectio, 'a throwing between, insertion ; inter-

jection', fr. interjectus, pp. of intericere. See

prec. word and -ion.

E)erivatives: interjection-al, adj., interjection-al-

ly, adv., interjection-ary, adj.

interlace, tr. and intr. v.— MB.entrelacen,fT. MF.
(= F.) entrelacer (see entre-, inter- and lace,

v.); remodeled after L. inter-.

Derivatives: interlace, n., interlac-ed, adj., inter-

lac-ed-ly, adv., interlace-ment, n., interlac-ery, n.

interlard, tr. v., to insert between, mbc. — F.

entrelarder, 'to insert between' (see entre-, inter-

and lard); remodeled after L. inter-.

interline, tr. and intr. v. — ME. enterlinen, fr.

ML. interlinedre, 'to interline', fr. inter- and L.

tinea, 'line' (see line and cp. next word); re-

modeled after L. inter-.

interlinear, adj. — ML. interltnedris, 'that which

is between the lines'. See inter- and linear,

interlineation, n. — Formed with suff. -ation fr.

ML. interttnedtus, pp. of interlinedre. See

interilne.

interiocntioa, n. — L. interhcutid, gen. -onis, 'a
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speaking between, interlocution', fr. interlocu-

tus, pp. of interloqul, 'to interrupt in speaking',

lit. 'to speak between', fr. inter- and loqul, 'to

speak'. See loquacious and cp. locution.

interlocutor, n. — Formed with agential suff. -or

fr. interhcutus, pp. of interlogui. See prec. word.
interlocutory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. L. interlocutus, pp. of interloqul See inter-

locution.

interlocutress, n. — See interlocutor and -ess.

interlocutrix, n., an interlocutress. — See inter-

locutor and -trix.

interlope, intr. v. — Back formation fr. inter-

loper.

interloper, n., an intruder. — Fr. earlier enter-

loper, which is prob. a hybrid coined fr. enter-

(fr. L. inter-) and Du. loper, 'runner', fr. lopen,

'to run'; see leap and cp. lope and words there

referred to. E. interloper was remodeled after

L. inter-.

interlude, n. — ME. enterlude, fr. ML. interlu-

dium, 'interlude', fr. inter- and L. Indus, 'play'

(see ludicrous); remodeled after L. inter-.

Derivatives: interlude, v., interlud-ial, adj.

intermediary, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ary

fr. L. intermedius. See next word.

Derivative: intermediary, n.

intermediate, adj. — ML. intermedidtus, 'lying

between, intermediate', fr. L. intermedius, 'that

which is between, intermediate', fr. inter- and
medius, 'middle'. See medium and adj. suff. -ate

and cp. mediate, immediate. Cp. also intermezzo.

Derivatives: intermediate, intr. v., intermediate-

ly, adv., intermediat-ion, n., intermediat-or, n.

intermedium, n., an intermediate agent; medium.
— ModL., neut. of intermedius. See prec. word.

intermezzo, n., a short dramatic performance
between the acts of a play or opera. — It., fr.

L. intermedius. See intermediate,

interminable, adj. — Late L. interminabilis (prob.

through the medium of F. interminable). See
in-, 'not', and terminable.

Eterivatives : interminabil-ity, n., interminable-

ness, n., interminabl-y, adv.

intermission, n. — L. intermissio, gen. -onis, 'a

breaking up, interruption', fr. intermissus, pp.
of intermittere. See next word and -ion.

intermit, tr. and intr. v., to interrupt. — L. inter-

mittere, 'to leave off, break up, omit, neglect;

to cease, pause', fr. inter- and mittere, 'to send'.

See mission.

Derivatives: intermitt-ed, adj., intermitt-ed-ly,

adv., intermittent (q.v.), intermitt-ing, adj.,

intermitt-ing-ly, adv.

intermittence, n. — Formed from next word
with suff. -ce.

intermittent, adj. — L. intermittens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of intermittere. See intermit and -ent
Eterivative : intermittent-ly, adv.

intermix, tr. and intr. v. — Back formation fr.

intermix!, which derives fr. L. intermixtus,

'intermixed', but was mistaken for the pp. of

an English verb (i.e. intermixt was supposed to

have been formed from the verb intermix and
the pp. sufF. -t). L. intermixtus is pp. of inter-

miscere, 'to intermix', lit. 'to mix among', fr.

inter-, and miscere, 'to mix'. See mixed and cp.

mix, admix, commix.
Derivative: intermix-ture, n.

intern, adj., internal (archaic). — F. interne, 'in-

ward, internal, resident within', fr. L. internus,

'inward, internal', fr. *interus, 'on the inside,

inward'. See interior and cp. internal. Cp. also

extern.

intern, also interne, n., a resident physician in a
hospital. — F. interne, fr. interne, adj. See in-

tern, adj.

intern, tr. v., to confine. — F. interner, fr. L. in-

ternus. See intern, adj.

Derivative: intern-ment, n.

internal, adj. — ML. interndlis, fr. L. internus.

See intern, adj., and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: internal, n., internal-ity, n., inter-

nal-ly, adv., internal-ness, n.

international, adj. — Coined by Jeremy Bentham
(1748-1832) in 1780 fr. inter- and national.

Derivatives; international-ism, n., international-

ist, n., international-ity, n., international-ize, tr.

y.,international-iz-ation, n., internatiorml-ly, adv.

International, n., any of several international

socialistic associations. — Orig. short for Inter-

national Working Men's Association, which was
founded in London on September 28, 1864. See
prec. word.

Internationale, n., 1) the same as International;

2) a socialist hymn written by Eugene Pettier

in 1 87 1. — F., fem. of international. See inter-

national.

internecine, adj., deadly. — L. internecinus, 'dead-

ly, murderous, destructive', fr. internecdre, 'to

kill, destroy', fr. inter- and necdre, 'to kill', which
is rel. to nex, gen. necis, 'murder', nocere, 'to

harm, hurt', noxius, 'harmful, injurious'. See
noxious and cp. words there referred to.

internist, n. — Formed from the abbreviation of
intem(al, scil. medicine), and suff. -ist.

intemode, n., part between two nodes or joints.

— L. internddium, fr. inter- and nodus, 'knot'.

See node.

Derivative: internod-al, adj.

intemuncial, adj., communicating between dif-

ferent organs of the body (said of nerves). —
Lit. 'acting as messenger between', form&d fr.

L. internuntius, 'messenger' (see next word)
with adj. suff. -al. See Todd and Bowman, Phys.

Anat., 1845, 1, 205.

internuncio, n., a papal ambassador of lesser

rank than a nuncio. — It. internunzio, fr. L.

internOntius, 'messenger, mediator', fr. inter-

and nuntius, 'messenger'. See nuncio.

interosseous, adj., situated between bones (anat.)

— Formed fr. L. inter ossa, 'between bones'.

See inter, prep., and os. For the ending see suff.
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interossens, n., name of certain muscles situated

between the bones of the metacarpus or meta-

tarsus (anat:) — Medical L. See prec. word.

interpellate, tr. v. — L. interpelldtus, pp. of inter-

pellare, 'to interrupt in speaking', fr. inter- and

-pelldre (found only in compounds), fr. pellere,

'to drive'. See pulse, 'throb', and verbal suff.

-ate. The change from the 3rd conjugation (pel-

lere) to the first (interpellare) is due to the iter-

ative sense of the latter verb. Cp. appelldre, 'to

address, accost, call', which is formed fr. ad-

and -pelldre and also has an iterative meaning

(see appeal, v.)

interpellation, n. — L. interpellatio, gen. -onis,

'an interruption in speaking', fr. interpelldtus,

pp. of interpellare. See prec. word and -ion.

interpolate, tr. v., to alter by inserting new or

false matter. — L. interpoldtus, pp. of inter-

poldre, 'to give a new form to, to polish, fur-

bish; to change, vary; to falsify; to insert, inter-

polate'. The verb was orig. a fuller's term with

the meaning 'to scrape or polish between', and

is formed fr. inter- and polire, 'to smooth,

polish, furbish'; see polish. The change of con-

jugation fr. polire to inter-polare is due to the

iterative sense of the latter verb. See interpellate.

interpolation, n. — L. interpolate, gen. -onis, fr.

interpoldtus, pp. of interpoldre. See prec. word

and -ion.

interpolator, n.— L. interpolator, 'one who gives

a new form to things, polisher, furbisher', fr,

interpoldtus, pp. of interpoldre. See interpolate

and agential suff. -or.

interpose, tr. v. — F. interposer, fr. inter- and

poser, 'to place'. See pose, 'to place', and cp.

words there referred to.

interposition, n. — L. interpositid, gen. -onis, 'a

putting between, insertion', fr. interpositus,

pp. of interponere, 'to put between, insert',

fr. inter- and pdnere, 'to put, place'. See

position,

interpret, tr. and intr. v. — OF. interpreter, fr.

L. interpretdri, 'to explain, expound', fr. inter-

pres, gen. -pretis, 'an agent between two parties,

explainer, expounder', lit. 'mediator'. For the

first element see inter-. The second is rel. to L.

pretium, 'price, value' ; see price and cp. words

there referred to.

interpretable, adj. — Late L. interpretdbilis, fr.

L. interpretdri. See prec. word and -able.

Derivatives: interpretabil-ity, n., interpretable-

ness, n., interpretabl-y, adv.

interpretation, n.— ME. interpretacioun, fr. MF.
(= F.) interpretation fr. L. interpretdtionem,

ace. of interpretdtio, 'explanation, exposition',

fr. interpretdtus, pp. of interpretdri. See interpret

and -ation.

Derivative: interpretation-al, adj.

ntetpretatiTe, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr.

L. interpretdtus, pp. of interpretdri. See intorret

Derivative: interpretative-ly, adv.

interpreter, n. — ME. interpretow, fir. OF. inter-

preteur, fr. Late L. interpretdlorem, ace. of

interpretdtor, 'explainer, interpreter', fr. L. inter-

pretdtus, pp. of interpretdri, 'to explain, ex-

pound'. See interpret and agential suff. -er.

interpretive, adj., interpretative. — See interpet

and -ive.
'

Derivative: interpretive-ly, aA\.

interpunction, n., punctuation. — L. interpOnctio,

gen. -onis, 'a putting of points between, punc-

tuation', fr. interpQnctus, pp. of interpungere,

'to put points between', fr. inter- and pungere,

'to prick'. See pungent and cp. point, n. and v.

For the ending see suff. -ion.

interregnum, n., time between two reigns. — L.

interregnum, 'the time between the death of one

king and the election of another', fr. inter- and

regnum, 'reign'. See reign,

interrogate, tr. v., to question. — L. interrogdtus,

pp. of interrogdre, 'to ask, question, inquire',

fr. inter- and rogdre, 'to ask, beg, entreat'. See

rogation and verbal suff. -ate.

interrogation, n. — L. interrogdtio, gen. -onis,

'question, inquiry', fr. interrogdtus, pp. oi inter-

rogdre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: interrogation-al, adj.

interrogative, adj. — L. interrogdtivus, 'pertai-

ning to a question', fr. interrogdtus, pp. of inter-

rogdre. See interrogate and -ive.

Derivative: interrogative-ly, adv.

interrogatory, adj.— L. interrogatorius, 'consist-

ing of questions, interrogatory', fr. interrogdtus,

pp. of interrogdre. See interrogate and adj. sfflF.

-ory.

interrupt, tr. v. — L. interruptus, pp. of inter-

rumpere, 'to break up, break to pieces ; to break

off, interrupt', fr. inter- and rumpere, 'to break'.

See rupture and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives:- interrupt-ed, adj., interrupt-ed-ly,

adv., interrupt-ed-ness, n., interrupt-ing, adj.,

interrupt-ing-ly, adv., interruption (q.v.), inter-

rupt-ive, adj., interrupt-ive-ly, adv., interrupt-

ory, adj.

interruption, n. — L. interruptid, gen. -onis, 'a

breaking off, interruption, interval', fr. inter-

ruptus, pp. of interrumpere. See prec. word and

-ion.

intersect, tr. v., to cut across; intr. v., to cross

each other. — L. intersectus, pp. of intersecdre,

'to cut asunder, intersect', fr. inter- and secdre,

'to cut'. See section and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

intersection, n. — L. intersectid, gen. -onis, 'a

cutting asunder, intersection', fr. intersectus,

pp. of intersecdre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: intersection-al, adj.

intersperse, tr. v., to scatter. — L. interspersus,

'strewn, sprinkled upon', fr. inter- and sparsus,

'scattered', pp. of spargere, 'to scatter'. See

sytarse. For the change of Latin a (in sparsus)

to i (in inter-spirsus) see accent and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: inlerspers-al, n., interspers-ion, n.
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interstice, n., an inicivening space, interval. —
F., fr. L. interstitium, 'interstice, interval', lit.

'space between", ff. inter- and the stem of stare,

'to stand'; rel. to intersistere, 'to stand between'.

See state and cp. solstice.

interstitial, adj., pertaining to an interstice. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. interstitium.

See prec. word.

intertexture, n., the act of interweaving. —
Formed with suff. -ure fr. L. intertextus, 'inter-

woven', pp. of intertexere, 'to interweave', fr.

inter- and texere, 'to weave'. See text and cp.

texture.

intertrigo, n., inflammation of the skin caused

by the friction of adjacent parts (med.) — L.

intertrigo, lit. 'a rubbing between', fr. *inter-

terere, 'to rub between', fr. inter-, and terere, 'to

rub'. See throw and cp. terebra, trite, detriment.

interval, n. — F. intervalle, fr. L. intervallum, 'the

open space between two palisades; space be-

tween, interval', fr. inter- and vallum, 'a pali-

saded wall or rampart'. See vallum.

Derivative: intervall-ic, adj.

intervene, intr. v. — L. intervenire, 'to come be-

tween, come upon, intervene, interrupt', fr.

inter- and venire, 'to come'. See come and cp.

venue, 'arrival'.

Derivatives: interven-er, n., intervenient (q.v.)

intervenient, adj. — L. interveniens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of intervenire, 'to come between'. See

prec. word and -ent.

intervention, n. — Late L. interventio, gen. -onis,

'an interposition', fr. L. intervent-{urri), pp. stem

of intervenire. See intervene and -ion.

Derivatives: intervention-al, adj., intervention-

ist, n., one who favors intervention.

interview, n. — F. entrevue, fr. entrevoir, 'to see

imperfectly, to catch a glimpse of, s'entrevoir,

'to visit each other, to have a short interview',

fr. entre, 'between' (fr. L. inter) and voir, 'to

see' (fr. L. videre). See inter- and view.

Derivatives: interview, tr. v., interview-er, n.

intervolve, tr. v., to twist or coil (two things) to-

gether. — Formed fr. inter- and L. volvere, 'to

roll'. See volute.

interweave, tr. v. — A hybrid coined fr. inter-

and weave.

interwind, tr. v., to wind together. — A hybrid

coined fr. inter- and wind, 'to turn'.

intestacy, n., the fact or state of one's dying in-

testate.— Formed from next word with suff. -cy.

intestate, adj., having made no will. — L. intes-

tdtus, 'having made no will', fr. in-, 'not', and
testatus, pp. of testdri, 'to witness; to make a

will'. See testament and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: intestate, n., a person who has died

intestate.

intestine, adj., i) inward; 2) domestic. — L. in-

testinus, 'inward, internal, intestine', altered

from *intustinus, on analogy of clandestlnus,

'secret' (for which see clandestine), L. intestinus

prob. means lit. 'that which is within', and de-

rives fr. intus, 'on the inside, within', whence
also *interus, 'inward'. Cp. OI. antastyam, Gk.
EVT6a&ta, 'bowels', and see interior.

Derivatives: intestine, n. (q.v.), intestin-al, adj.

intestine, n., bowel, gut (anat.) — L. intestinum,

'gut, intestine', prop. neut. of intestinus, 'in-

ward, internal'. See intestine, adj.

intima, n., the innermost coat of an organ {anat.)

— ModL., prop. fem. of L. intimus, 'inmost'.

See intimate, adj.

intimacy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

intimate, adj. — Fr. earlier intime, fr. F. intime,

fr. L. intimus, earlier inlumus, 'inmost', prop,

superl. of L. in, 'in'. The form intimate is due

to the influence of L. intimdtus, pp. of intimdre.

See in, prep, and adv., and cp. intimate, v. Cp.

also interior. For the superl. suff. -tumus in in-

tumus see aftermost and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: intimate, n., intimate-ly, adv., inti-

mate-ness, n., intimate, v. (q.v.)

intimate, tr. v.— L. intimdtus, pp. of intimdre, 'to

put into, bring into, drive into, announce,

publish, make known', fr. intimus. See inti-

mate, adj.

intimation, n. — L. intimdtid, gen. -dnis, 'an-

nouncement, intimation', fr. intimdtus, pp. of

intimdre. See intimate, v., and -ion.

intimidate, tr. v. — ML. intimiddtus, pp. of inti-

middre, 'to frighten, intimidate', fr. in-, 'in', and
L. timidus, 'timid'. See timid and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: intimidat-ion, n., intimidat-or, n.,

intimidat-ory, n.

intimity, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L. in-

timus, 'inmost'. See intimate, adj.

intinction, n., dipping of the eucharistic bread

in the wine. — Eccles. L. intinctio, gen. -onis,

'a dipping in', fr. L. intinctus, pp. odntingere, 'to

dip in', fr. in-, 'in', and tingere, 'to wet, moisten'.

See tinge and -ion.

intitule, tr. v., to give a title to. — OF. entituler,

intituler (F. intituler), fr. Late L. intituldre, 'to

give a name to', fr. in-, 'in', and tituldre, 'to give

a title to, entitle', fr. L. titulus, 'title'. See title

and cp. entitle, which is a doublet of intitule.

into, prep. — ME., fr. OE. into, which is com-
pounded of in, 'in', and to, 'to'. See in, prep,

and to.

intolerability, n. — Late L. intolerdbilitds, fr. L.

intolerdbilis. See next word and -ity.

intolerable, adj. — F. intolerable, fr. L. intolerd-

bilis, 'that cannot be borne, insupportable', fr.

in-, 'not', and tolerdbilis. See tolerable.

Derivatives: intolerable-ness,n., intolerabl-y,iAv.

intolerance, n. — L. intolerantia, 'impatience, in-

tolerance', fr. intolerdns, gen. -antis. See next

word and -cc.

intolerant, adj. — L. intolerdns, gen. -antis, 'im-

patient, intolerant', fr. in-, 'not', and tolerdns,

gen. -antis. See tolerant.

Derivatives : intolerant-ly, adv., intolerant-ness, n.
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intonate, tr. v., to intone. — ML. intondtus, pp.

of intondre, 'to intone'. See next word.

Derivatives: intonat-ion, n., intonat-or, n.

intone, tr. and intr. v. — ML. intondre, 'to in-

tone', fr. L. intondre, 'to thunder, make a noise,

resound', fr. in-, 'in', and tondre, 'to thunder,

resound', fr. tonus, 'tone'. See tone,

intoxicant, adj., intoxicating; n., an intoxicating

agent; specif, i) an intoxicating drug; 2) alco-

holic liquor. — ML. intoxicdns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of intoxicdre. See next word and -ant.

intoxicate, tr. v., to make drunk. — ML. in-

toxicdtus, pp. of intoxicdre, 'to dip into poison',

fr. in-, 'in', and L. toxicdre, 'to poison', fr. toxi-

cum, 'poison', fr. Gk. To5ut6v (scil. ipapfxaxov),

'arrow poison'. See toxic and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: intoxicat-ed, adj., intoxicat-ed-ly,

adv., intoxicat-ed-ness, n., intoxicat-ing, adj.,

intoxicat-ing-ly, adv., intoxicat-ion, n., intoxi-

cat-ive, adj., intoxicat-or, n.

intra-, pref. meaning 'within, inside'. — L. intrd-,

fr. intrd, 'within, on the inside, inwardly', fr.

*interd (short for *interd parte, 'on the inside'),

abl. sing, of *intera, fem. of *interus, 'on the in-

side, inward'. See interior,

intractable, adj. — L. intractdbilis, 'not to be

handled, unmanageable, intractable', fr. in-,

'not' and tractdbilis. See tractable.

Derivatives: intractabil-ity, n., intractable-ness,

n., intractabl-y, adv.

intrados, n., the interior of an arch iarchit.) —
F., a hybrid formed fr. intra- and dos, 'back',

fr. L. dorsum. See dorsal and cp. extrados.

intramural, adj., within the walls. — Formed fr.

intra- and L. mUralis, 'pertaining to a wall', fr.

mdrus, 'wall. See mural,

intransigence, intransigency, n. — F. intransi-

geance, fr. intransigeant. See next word and -ce,

resp. -cy.

intransigent, adj., refusing to compromise; irre-

concilable. — F. intransigeant, fr. Sp. intransi-

gente, an adherent of the federalist republicans

in Spain (1873-74), who refused to compromise.

Sp. intransigente lit. means 'not coming to an

agreement'. It is formed fr. in-, 'not', and L.

trdnsigentem, ace. of trdnsigens, pres. part, of

trdnsigere, 'to carry through, bring to an end,

come to an agreement'. See transact and -ent.

Derivatives: intransigent, n., intransigent-ism,

n., intransigent-ist, n., intransigent-ly, adv.

intransitive, adj. — Late L. intrdnsitivus, 'in-

transitive', ht. 'that does not pass over (to an-

other person)', fr. in-, 'not' and trdnsitivus, 'that

may pass over'. See transitive.

Derivatives: intransitive, n., intransitive-ly,adv.,

intransitive-ness, n.

intrant, adj., entering; n., one who enters. — L.

intrdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of intrdre, 'to

enter'. See enter and -ant.

intrench, tr. and intr. v. — See entrench.

Derivatives: intrench-er, n., intrench-ment, n.

intrepid, adj., fearless.— L. intrepidus, 'uashaken,

undaunted', fr. in-, 'not', and trepidus, 'anxious,

alarmed'. See trepidation.

Derivatives: intrepid-ity, n., intrepid-ly, adv.,

intrepid-ness, n.

intricacy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

intricate, adj. — L. intricdtus, pp. of intrlcdre, 'to

entangle, perplex, embarrass', fr. in-, 'in', and

tricae (gen. tricdrum), 'trifles, perplexities, tricks'.

See extricate.

Derivatives: intricate-ly, adv., intricate-ness, n.

intrigant, n., a man given to intrigue. — F., fr. It.

intrigante, pres. part, ofintrigare. See intrigue, v.

and -ant.

intrigante, n., a woman given to intrigue. — F.,

fem. of intrigant. See prec. word.

intrigue, intr. v., to plot underhandedly. — F.

intriguer, fr. It. intrigare, 'to intrigue', fr. L.

intricdre. See intricate.

intrigue, n., an underhand plotting; an under-

hand plot. — F., fr. It. intrigo, fr. intrigare. See

intrigue, v.

intrinsic, adj., pertaining to the real nature of a

thing; inherent; essential. — F. intrinsique, fr.

L. intrinsecus, 'on the inside, inwardly', fr. inter,

'in the midst of, between, among', and secus,

'beside, by, along'. For the first element see

inter, prep. L. secus orig. meant 'following';

and is rel. to sequi, 'to follow'. See sequel and

cp. second. Cp. also extrinsic.

Derivatives: intrinsic-al, adj., intrinsic-al-ly,

adv., intrinsic-al-ness, n.

intro-, pref. — L. intrd, 'into the inside, within',

for *intero-, fr. *interus, 'on the inside, inward'.

See interior,

introduce, tr. v. — L. intrdducere, 'to lead in,

bring in; to introduce; to bring forward; to

institute, originate', fr. intro- and dUcere, 'to

lead, conduct, guide'. See duke and cp. words

there referred to.

introduction, n. — F., fr. L. intrdductionem, ace.

of introductid, fr. intrdductus, pp. of intrd-

ddcere. See prec. word and -ion.

introductive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

intrdductus, pp. of intrdddcere. See introduce.

Derivative: introductive-ly, adv.

introductory, adj. — Late L. intrdductdrius, fr. L.

intrdductus, pp. of intrdducere. See introduce and

adj. suff. -ory.

introit, n. {eccles.) — F. introU, lit. 'a going in',

fr. L. introitus (gen. -Qs), fr. introitus, pp. of in-

troire, 'to enter', formed fr. intro- and ire, 'to

go'. See itinerate.

intromission, n. — Formed with suff. -ion fr.

L. intrdmissus, pp. of intrdmittere, 'to let in'.

See next word.

intromit, tr. v., to cause to enter; to admit. —
L. intrdmittere, 'to send in, let in', fr. intro- and

mittere, 'to send'. See mission,

intromittent, adj. — L. intrdmittens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of intrdmittere. See prec. word and

-ent.
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introrse, adj., turned inward {hot.)— L, introrsus,

'toward the inside, inward', contraction of in-

troversus, which is formed fr. intro- and versus,

pp. of vertere, 'to turn'. See version and cp. in-

trorersion, introyert. Cp. also extrorse, retrorse,

prose.

introspect, intr. v. — L. introspeclus, pp. of in-

trospicere, 'to look into, look at', fr. intro- and
-spicere, fr. specere, spicere, 'to see, look at,

behold'. See species and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: introspect-ion, n., introspection-al,

adj., introspection-ism, n., introspection-ist, n.,

introspect-ive, adj., introspect-ive-ly, adv., in-

trospect-ive-ness, n.

introversible, adj., capable of being introverted.

— Formed with suff. -ible fr. intro- and L. ver-

sus, pp. of vertere, 'to turn'. See version.

introversion, n., i) the act of introverting; the

state of being introverted; 2) interest directed

inward; the opposite of extroversion (psychoid
— Formed fr. intro- and version,

introversive, adj., pertaining or tending to intro-

version. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. intro- and
L. versus, pp. of vertere, 'to turn'. See version.

introvert, tr. v., i) to turn inward; 2) intr. v., to

turn one's interest inward; the opposite of

extrovert (psychol.) — Formed fr. intro- and L.

vertere, 'to turn'. See version. The term in-

trovert was introduced into psychology by the

Swiss psychiatrist Carl Gustav Jung (1875-

1961). Cp. extrovert, v.

Derivatives: introvert, n., introvert-ive, adj.

introvert, n., one characterized by introversion;

the opposite of extrovert {psychol.) — Fr. in-

trovert, V.

intrude, tr. and intr. v. — L. intrudere, 'to thrust

in', fr. in-, 'in', and trOdere, 'to thrust, push,

shove', which derives fr. I.-E. base *treud-, 'to

press, push', whence also Goth, us-priutan, 'to

vex', OE. preotan, 'to weary, vex, annoy'. See

threat and cp. tiirust. Cp. also abstruse, detrude,

extrude, obtrude, protrude.

Derivatives: intrud-er, n., intrud-ing, adj., in-

trud-ing-ly, adv.

intrusion, n. ^ ME. intrusioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

intrusion, fr. ML. intrOsionem, ace. of intrOsio,

'a thrusting in', fr. L. intrOsus, pp. of intrOdere.

See prec. word and -ion and cp. detrusion, ex-

trusion, obtrusion, protrusion.

intrusive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

intrOsus, pp. of intrOdere. See intrude and cp.

extrusive, olitrusive, protrusive.

Derivatives: intrusive-ly, adv., intrusive-ness, n.

intubate, tr. v., to insert a tube into a hoUow
organ {med.) — Formed fr. in-, 'in', and L.

tubus, 'tube'. See tube and verbal suff. -ate.

intubation, n., insertion of a tube into a hollow
organ (med.) — See prec. word and -Ion.

intuit, tr. and intr. v. — Back formation fr. in-

tnitioa.

intottion, n. — ML. intuitid, gen. Snis, fr. L. in-

tuitus, pp. of intueri, 'to look at, regard, con-
sider', fr. in-, 'in', and tueri, 'to look at, regard,

consider; to look after, preserve, defend'. See
tuition.

Derivatives: intuition-al, adj., intuition-al-ism,

n., intuition-al-ist, n., intuition-ism, n., intuition-

ist,n.

intuitive, adj. — ML. intuitivus, fr. L. intuitus,

pp. of intueri. See prec. word and -ive.

Derivatives: intuitive-ly, adv., intuitive-ness, n.,

and the hybrid nouns intuitiv-ism, inluitiv-ist.

intumesce, intr. v., to swell up. — L. intumescere,

'to swell up*, fr. in-, 'in', and tumescere, 'to begin

to swell', inchoative of tumere, 'to swell'. See
tumid and -esce.

intumescence, n. — Formed from next word with
suff. -ce.

intumescent, adj. — L. intumescens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of intumescere. See intumesce and
-ent.

intussusception, n., the reception of one part

within another {med.) — Lit. 'a taking in';

coined by the English surgeon and anatomist

John Hunter (1728-93) fr. L. intus, 'within' (see

Intro-), and susceptio, gen. -onis, 'a taking in

hand, acceptance', fr. susceptus, pp. of susci-

pere, 'to accept, undertake'. See susceptible

and -ion.

inula, n., elecampane; {cc^) a genus of plants of
the thistle family {bot.) — L. inula, formed with

metathesis fr. Gk. ix^tov, 'elecampane'; see

Helenium. L. irmla was influenced in form by L.

inuleus, 'fawn'.

inulin, n., a starchlike substance {chem.) —
Formed with chem. suff. -in fr. L. inula, 'ele-

campana' (see prec. word); so called because

it is obtained esp. from the roots of the plants

of the genus Inula.

inunction, n., the act of anointing. — L. inunctio,

gen. -onis, 'an anointing', fr. inunctus, pp. of

inunguere, 'to anoint', fr. in-, 'in', and unguere,

'to anoint'. See unction and cp. ointment.

inundant, adj., inundating. — L. inunddns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of inunddre. See next word
and -ant.

inundate, tr. v., to flood; to overflow. — L. in-

unddtus, pp. of inunddre, 'to overflow, run over,

inundate', fr. in-, 'in', and undo, 'wave'. See

undate.

inundation, n. — L. inunddtio, gen. -onis, 'an

overflowing, inundating', fr. inunddtus, pp. of

inunddre. See prec. word and -ion.

inurliane, adj. —• L. inurbdnus, 'rustic, boorish,

unpolished', fr. in-, 'not', and urbdnus, 'polished,

refined', lit. 'of the city', fr. urbs, gen. urbis,

'city'. See urtnn, urtnne.

Derivatives: inurbane-ly, adv., imirbane-ness, n.,

inurban-ity, n.

inure, tr. v., to accustom; intr. v., to take effect.

— Formed fr. in-, 'in*, and obsol. E. ure, 'use,

worlc*. fr. OF. uevre (F. eeuvre), fr. L. opera.

See iqieni and cp. hors d'oenvre.
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Derivatives: inur-ed, adj., inur-ed-ness, n., inure-

ment, n.

inum, tr. v., to place in an um. — Formed fr. in-,

'in', and um.
inutile, adj., useless. — L. inutilis, 'useless, un-

profitable', fr. in-, 'not', and Otilis, 'useful'. See

utility.

inutility, n. — F. inutilite, fr. L. inutilitdtem, ace.

of inutilitds, 'uselessness', fr. inutilis. See prec.

word and -ity.

invade, tr. v. — ME. invaden, fr. L. invddere, 'to

go into, enter upon; to assail, assault, attack,

invade', fr. in-, 'in*, and vddere, 'to go, move',

which is cogn. with ON. vada, OE. wadan, 'to

wade'. See wade and cp. vade mecum and words

there referred to.

Derivative: invad-er, n.

invaginate, tr. v., to put into a sheath. — Lit. 'to

insheathe', fr. in-, 'in', and L. vagina, 'sheath'.

See vagina and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: invagiruit-ion,n.

invalid, adj., not valid. — L. invalidus, 'not

strong, infirm, weak, feeble', fr. in-, 'not', and

validus, 'strong'. See valid.

Derivatives: invalid-ity, n., invalid-ly, adv.

invalid, adj., infirm, sick. — F. invalide, fr. L.

invalidus. See prec. word.

Derivatives: invalid, n. and tr. v., invalid-ate,

tr. v., invalid-ation, n., invalid-hood, n., invalid-

ism, n.

invar, n., an alloy of steel and nickel character-

ized by a very small coefficient of thermal ex-

pansion. — Short for invariable.

invasion, n. — F., fr. Late L. invasionem, ace. of

invdsio, 'assault, attack*, fr. L. invds-{um), pp.

stem of invddere. See invade and -ion and cp.

evasion.

invasive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

invds-{um), pp. stem of invddere. See invade.

invecked, adj., invected. — Formed with sulT. -ed

fr. inveck, alteration of invect (fr. L. invectus),

the t of which was mistaken for the pp. suff.

See next word.

invected, adj., bordered by a series of small con-

vex semicircles or arcs {her.) — Formed with

suff. -ed fr. L. invectus, 'carried in*, pp. of in-

vehere. See inveigh.

invective, n,, an abusive speech. — ML. invectiva

(scil. ordtio), 'abusive speech', fern, oiinvectivus,

'abusive*, fr. L. invectus, pp. of invehere. See

next word and -ive.

inveigh, intr. v., to make a violent verbal attack.

— L. invehi, 'to be carried on against', passive

inf. of invehere, 'to carry in, bring in ; to enter,

penetrate; to attack, inveigh against', fr. in-,

'in', and vehere, 'to carry*. See vehicle and cp.

prec. word.

Derivative: inveigh-er, n.

inveigle, tr. v., to entice, delude, seduce. — Fr.

earlier envegle, aveugle, fr. F. aveugler, 'to

blind', fr. aveugle, 'blind*, fr. ML. ab oculis, loan

translation of Glc (iVo(ji|juiTcov, 'without eyes'.

lit. '(away) from the eyes'. See ab- and ocular.

Derivatives: inveigle-ment, n., inveigl-er, n.

invent, tr. v. — ME. inventen, fr. L. inventus, pp.

of invenire, 'to find', prop, 'to come upon', fr.

in-, 'in', and venire, 'to come'. See come and cp.

venue, 'arrival'. For sense development 6p. Hitt.

wemiya-, 'to find', prop, 'to come upon', OSlav.

na-iti,' to find*, fr. na, 'on, upon*, and iti, 'to go*,

OE. findan, 'to find out', fr. I.-E. base *pent-,

'to go' (see find).

Derivatives: inveni-er, n., invent-ible, adj., in-

venti-bil-ity, n., invent-ible-ness, n., invention

(q.v.), inventor (q.v.), inventory (q.v.)

invention, n. — ME. invencioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

invention, fr. L. inventionem, ace. of inventio,

'invention', fr. inventus, pp. of invenire. See

prec. word and -Ion.

Derivative: invention-al, adj.

inventive, adj. — ME. inventif, fr. MF. (= F.)

inventif, fern, inventive, fr. L. inventus, pp. of

invenire. See invent and -ive.

Derivatives: inventive-ly, adv., inventive-ness, n.

inventor, n. — L. inventor, 'one that finds out,

author, discoverer, inventor*, fr. inventus, pp. of

invenire. See invent and agential suff. -or.

inventory, n. — ML. inventorium, for Late L.

inventdrium, 'list, inventory*. See invent and

subst. suff. -ory.

Derivative: inventory, tr. v.

inveracity, n., lack of veracity. — Formed fr. in-,

'not*, and veracity.

Inverness, n., a kind of sleeveless cape, also In-

verness cape. — Named after Inverness, a town

in Scotland,

inverse, adj. — L. inversus, pp. of invertere. See

invert.

Derivatives: inverse, n. and tr. v., invers-ed, adj.,

invers-ed-ly, inverse-ly, advs., invers-ive, adj.

inversion, n. — L. inversio, gen. -onis, 'inversion',

fr. inversus, pp. of invertere. See next word

and -ion.

invert, tr. v. — L. invertere, 'to turn upside down,

turn about, upset ; to transpose, reverse', fr. in-,

'in', and vertere, 'to turn'. See version.

Derivatives: invert, n., invert-ed, adj., invert-ed-

ly, adv., invert-er, n., invert-ible, adj., invert-

ibil-ity, n., invert-ile, adj.

invertase, n., a ferment converting cane sugar

into fruit sugar {biochem.) — Coined by the

German chemist Emil Fischer (1852-1919) from

the stem of L. invertere, 'to turn about' (see

prec. word), and suff. -ase. The name invertase

was suggested by F. ferment inversif ('conver-

ting ferment'), a name given to this ferment by

the French physiologist Claude Bernard

(1813-78).

Invertebrata, n. pi., all animals excepting the

Vertebrata {zool.)— ModL. (short for animalia

invertebrata), neut. pi. of invertebrdtus, which

is formed fr. in-, 'not', and L. vertebrdtus, 'ver-

tebrate' ; see Vertebrata. The term goes back to

the French word invertibri, which was coined
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by the French naturalist Baron Georges-Leo-

pold-Chretien-Frederic-Dagobert Cuvier (1769-

1832) in 1805 (in Lemons d'anatomie comparee).

invertebrate, adj., having no backbone; pertain-

ing to the Invertebrata. — ModL. inverte-

brdtus. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: invertebrate, n.

invest, tr. v. — L. investire, 'to clothe, cover', fr.

in-, 'in', and vestJre, 'to clothe'. See vest, v. and n.

Derivatives: invest-ment, n., invest-or, n.

investigate, v. — L. investigatus, pp. of investi-

gare, 'to trace out, to search after, inquire into',

fr. in-, 'in', and vestlgdre, 'to track out', fr. ves-

tigium. See vestige and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: investigat-ing, adj., investigat-ing-

ly, adv., investigation (q.v.), investigat-ive, adj.,

investigator (q.v.), investig-atory, adj.

investigation, n. — F., fr. L. investigationem, ace.

of investlgdtio, 'a searching into', fr. investigatus,

pp. of investigdre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: investigation-al, adj.

investigator, n. — L. investigator, 'he that sear-

ches into', fr. investigatus, pp. of investigdre. See

investigate and agential suff. -or.

investiture, n., the ceremony of investing a person

with an office, authority, etc. — ML. investl-

tdra, fr. L. investilus, pp. of investire, 'to clothe'.

See invest and -ure.

inveteracy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

inveterate, adj. — L. inveterdtus, 'kept for a long

time, of long standing, inveterate', pp. of in-

veterdre, 'to render old, give age to; to grow
old', fr. in-, 'in', and vetus, gen. veteris, 'old'.

See veteran and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: inveterate, tr. v., imctcrate-ly, adv.,

inveterate-ness, n.

invidious, adj., likely to cause ill will or envy. —
L. invidiosus, 'full of envy, envious', fr. invidia,

'envy'. See envy, n., and -ous, and cp. envious,

which is a doublet of invidious.

Derivatives: invidious-ly, adv., invidious-ness, n.

invigilate, tr. v., to keep watch over. — L. invigi-

Idtus, pp. of invigildre, 'to be awake, be watch-

ful, watch over', fr. in-, 'in', and vigildre, 'to

watch, be awake', fr. vigil, 'awake, wakeful'.

See vigil and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: invigilat-ion, n., invigilat-or, n.

invigorate, tr. v., to make vigorous. — Formed
fr. in-, 'in', L. vigor, 'strength' (see vigor), and
verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: invigorat-ing, adj., invigorat-ing-ty,

adv., invigorat-ing-ness, n., ir- igorat-ive, adj.,

invigorat-ive-ly, adv., invigorat-or, n.

invincible, adj. — F., fr. L. invincibilis, 'invin-

cible, unconquerable', fr. in-, 'not', and vinci-

bilis. See vincible.

Derivatives: invincibil-ity, n., invincible-ness, n.,

invincibl-y, adv.

inviolable, adj. — L. invioldbilis, 'invulnerable,

inviolable', fr. in-, 'not', and violdbilis. See
viobiMe.

Derivatives: inviolahil-ity, n., inviolable-ness, n.,

inviolabl-y, adv.

inviolacy, n. — Formed from next word with
suff. -cy.

inviolate, adj., not violated. — L. invioldtus, 'un-

hurt, inviolate', fr. in-, 'not', and violdtus, pp.
of violdre, 'to violate'. See violate.

Derivatives: inviolate-ly, adv., inviolate-ness, n.

invisible, adj. — F., fr. L. invisibilis, 'invisible,

unseen', fr. in-, 'not', and visibilis. See visible.

Derivatives: invisible, n., invisibil-ity, n., in-

visible-ness, n., invisibl-y, adv.

invitant, n., one who invites. — F., pres. part, of
inviter, 'to invite'. See invite and -ant.

invitation, n. — L. invitdtio, gen. -dnis, 'invi-

tation', fr. invitdtus, pp. of invUdre. See invite

and -ation.

invitatory, adj., containing an invitation. — Late
L. invitdtorius, 'pertaining to invitation', fr. L.

invitdtus, pp. of invltdre. See invite and adj. suff.

-ory.

invitatory, n., invitation to take part in religious

worship. — ML. invitdtorium, fr. Late L. in-

vitdtorius. See invitatory, adj.

invite, tr. v. — F. inviter, fr. L. invitdre, 'to in-

vite, entertain, challenge', prob. formed fr. in-,

'in', and -vitdre, which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. envy.

Derivatives: invit-er, n., invit-ing, adj., invit-ing-

ly, adv., invit-ing-ness, n.

invocation, n. — ME. invocacioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

invocation, fr. L. invocdtidnem, fr. invocdtus, pp.

of invocdre, 'to invoke'. See invoke and -ation.

invocative, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ive

fr. L. invocdtus, pp. of invocdre. See invoke.

hvccatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. L. invocdtus, pp. of invocdre. See invoke.

invoice, n. — Fr. earlier invoyes, pi. of obsolete

invoy, 'anything sent', fr. F. envoy, now spelled

envoi, 'a sending', fr. envoyer, 'to send'. See

envoy.

Derivative : invoice, tr. v.

invoke, tr. v. — ME. invoken, fr. MF. (= F.) in-

voquer, fr. L. invocdre, 'to call upon, appeal to,

invoke, implore', fr. in-, 'in', and vocdre, 'to

call'. See voice and cp. convoke, provoke.

involucre, involucrum, n., i) a covering (esp. a

membraneous one); 2) a group of bracts round
a cluster of flowers {hot.) — F. involucre, fr. L.

involucrum, 'wrapper, covering, envelope, case',

for *invoiii-clo-m, which is formed with instru-

mental suff. *-clo-m, *-cro-m, fr. involvere, 'to

wrap up, roll up'. See involve. The change of

suff. *-clo-m to *-cro-m is due to the dissimi-

latorial influence of the / in the preceding syl-

lable.

involuntary, adj.— Late L. involuntdrius, 'involun-

tary', fr. in-, 'not', and L. voluntdrius. See

voluntary.

Derivatives: involuntari-ly, adv., involuntwri-

ness, n.

involute, adj., i) involved, intricate; 2) rolled up
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in a spiral. — L. involdtus, 'rolled up', pp. of

involvere, 'to roll up'. See involve,

involute, n., anything involved; esp., in geom.,

a curve traced by any point of a flexible and

inextensible thread, which is wound upon or

unwound from a given curve (this latter being

called the evolute). — Fr. involute, adj. Cp.

evolute.

involution, n., the act of involving or the state

of being involved. — L. involUtio, gen. -onis,

'a rolling up', fr. involutus, pp. of involvere, 'to

roll up'. See next word and -ion.

involve, tr. v. — L. involvere, 'to roU up, wrap

up; to cover, envelop; to surround, entangle',

fr. in-, 'in', and volvere, 'to roll'. See volute and

cp. involucre.

Derivatives: involv-ed, adj., involv-ed-ly, adv.,

involv-ed-ness, n., involve-ment, n., involv-er, n.

invulnerable, adj. — L. invulnerdbilis, 'invulner-

able', fr. in-, 'not', and vulnerdbilis. See vul-

nerable.

Derivatives: invulnerabil-ity, n., invulnerable-

ness, n., invulnerabl-y, adv.

inward, inwards, adv. — ME. inward, resp. in-

wardes, fr. OE. innanweard, inneweard, inweard,

fr. innan, inne, inn, 'in', adv., fr. in, 'in', prep.

See in-, prep., and -ward, resp. -wardes.

inward, adj. — OE. innanweard, inneweard, in-

weard. See inward, adv.

Derivatives: inward-ly, adv., inward-ness, n.

inwardly, adv. — ME., fr. OE. inweardlice. See

Inward, adv., and adv. suff. -ly.

inyala, n., an antelope of Central Africa {Tra-

gelaphus angasi). — A Bantu name,

lo, n., the daughter of Inachus, beloved by Zeus,

and changed by Hera into a cow (Greek mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. 'ltd, which is of uncertain origin.

iod", form of iodo- before a vowel.

iodic, adj., pertaining to iodine (chem.) — See

iodine and -ic.

iodide, also iodkl, n., compound of iodine with

another element or radical {chem.) — See next

word and -ide.

iodine, n,, name of a nonmetallic element be-

longing to the halogen family (chem.)— Formed

by the English chemist Sir Humphrey Davy

(1778-1829) fr. F. iode, 'iodine' (to make the

name of this element equal in ending to chlorine

and fluorine), which was coined by its discov-

erer, the French chemist Bernard Courtois

(1777-1838), in 181 1 fr. Gk. tociSTji;, 'like a

violet', fr. fov, 'violet', and -oetSrj?, 'like', fr.

eISo.;, 'form, shape'; so called by him from

the color of its vapor. See iolite and -oid. For

the ending see chem. suff. -ine.

iodism, n., iodine poisoning (med.) — See prec.

word and -ism.

iodize, tr. v., to treat or impregnate with iodine.

— See iodine and -ize.

iodo-, before a vowel iod-, combining form

me^ining iodine. — Fr. ModL. iodum, fr. F.

iode. See iodiiie.

iodoform, n., a crystalline compound (chem.) —
A blend of iodine and chloroform,

iolite, n., a blue mineral. — G. lolit, coined by

the German geologist and mineralogist Abra-

ham Gottlob Werner (1750-1817) in 1810 fr.

Gk. tov, 'violet', and Xtfto;, 'stone', dk. tov

is prob. a Mediterranean loan word. Cp. the

first element in Janthine and the second element

in Leucojum. Cp. also violet. For Gk. Xi&o?

see -lite, litho-.

;on, n., either of the two elements into which a

compound is decomposed through electrolysis.

— Gk. tov, neut. of ?cov, 'going', pres. part, of

levai, 'to go', fr. I.-E. base */-, 'to go', whence

also L. ire, 'to go', iter (gen. itineris), 'a journey'

;

see itinerate. The word ion was introduced into

electricity by the English physicist and chemist

Michael Faraday (1791-1867); cp. anion, cation,

-ion, suff. forming nouns denoting state, con-

dition or action. — L. -id, gen. -ionis (either

directly or through the medium of OF. and F.

-ion). Cp. -ation, -ition.

Ionian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Idnius, fr. Gk.'I<i!)vto?, 'Ionian', fr."Itov (gen.

"lojvoi;), contraction of 'Ikt^^ (gen. 'laovo^),

'Ionian', fr. orig. *'Ii4Ftdv, whence Heb. Ydwdn,

Akkad. Idmanu, Idvanu, Egypt. Y'^v'^na, Y*-

v^nna, 'Greek'. Cp. also OI. Yavanah, OPers.

Yauna, 'Greek', OI. yavanikd, 'Greek woman';

'curtain (in the theater)', lit. 'Greek (partition)'.

Ionic, adj.— L. Idnicus, fr. Gk. 'I&>vi,x6(;, 'Ionic',

fr. "lojv. See prec. word and -ic.

ionium, n., a radioactive element pertaining to

the uranium group (chem.) — ModL., formed

fr. ion with suff. -ium; so called in allusion to

its ionizing power.

ionize, tr. v., to separate into ions. — Formed fr.

ion with suff. -ize.

ionosphere, n., that part of the earth's atmosphere

which extends from the stratosphere to the

exosphere. — Compounded of ion and sphere,

-ior, suff. representing the Latin compar. ending

-ior, as in anterior, excelsior. — L. -ior, cogn.

with 01. -iyas, Gk. -ttov, Goth, -iza, -oza, OE.

-ra (in adjectives), -or (in adverbs). See compar.

suff. -er.

-ior, suff. representing -or preceded by thematic

I, as in warrior.

iota, n., the 9th letter of the Greek alphabet. —
L., fr. Gk. toJTa, fr. Heb. yodh; see yodh and

cp. jot. The a was added because a Greek word

cannot end with a t; cp. alpha and words there

referred to.

iotacism,n., i) excessive use of the Greek letter

iota; 2) Greek tendency to give the sound of

iota to other vowels. — Late L. iotacismus, fr.

Gk. lo>-raxio(ji,6q, 'doubling or repetition of the

letter taJTa'. See prec. word and -ism and cp.

lambdacism, rhotacism.

-ions, suff. standing for -i-ous, i.e. suff. -ous pre-

ceded by thematic i. — l) Fr. L. -idsus (either

directly or through the medium of OF. -ieus.
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F. -ieux); see e.g. delicious, religious. 2) Fr. L.

-ius; see e.g. conscious, dubious. See -ous.

ipecac, n. — Shortened fr. ipecacuanha,

ipecacuanha, n., the dried root of a S. American
plant {Cepkaelis ipecacuanha) — Port., from a

Tupi compound lit. meaning 'a small emetic

tree

.

Iphigenia, n., the daughter of Agamemnon and
Clytemnestra (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.

*l9iY^Eia, lit. 'mightily bom' (i.e. a mighty

princess), compounded of I91, instrumental of

tj, 'sinew, tendon; muscle, fiber', and y^o?,

'race, descent'. For the first element see inion,

for the second see genus and cp. words there

referred to.

Ipomoea, n., a genus of plants, the morning glory

(hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. tt}', gen.

t7t6<;, 'a kind of worm', which is possibly rel.

to E4'a<r-&a', 'to press hard, oppress', and 8(^010?,

'like'. See homeo-.

ipse dixit, n., dictum. — L., 'he himself has said

it', originally translation of Gk. ocut6? itftx,

used by the disciples of Pythagoras when quot-

ing their master. See next word and diction,

ipseity, n., selfhood. — Formed from L. ipse,

'himself, contraction of *is-pse, fr. is, 'he' (see

idem), and the emphatic particle -pse (= Gk.
-t|;£). For the ending see suff. -ity. Cp. the second

element in solipsism.

ir-, assimilated form of in-, 'in', before r.

IT-, assimilated form of in-, 'not', before r.

Ira, masc. PN. {Bible) — Heb. 'Ird, lit. 'watch-

ful', from the stem of 'Hr, 'to awake, to rouse

oneself, rel. to Aram.-Syr. 'Hr, 'to be awake',

Aram, 'fr, 'awake', Bibl.-Aram. 'fr, 'angel',

Arab, 'dra (base 'a-y-r), 'was awake', ghdra

(stem gh-y-r), 'he was jealous', Akkad. eru, 'to

be awake, to watch'.

irade, n., written decree of a Mohammedan ruler

formerly, a written decree of the Sultan of

Turkey. — Turkish, fr. Arab, irdda'', 'will',

verbal noun of ardda, 'he wished, wanted to',

which is prop, causative of rdda (base r-w-d), 'he

sought'.

Iran, n., Persia. — Pers. Iran, fr. OPers. ariya,

'noble', which is rel. to OI. dryah, 'noble'. See

Aryan.

Derivatives : Iran-ian, adj. and n.

irascible, adj. — ME., fr. F. irascible, fr. L.

irascibilis, fr. irdscl, 'to be ?ngry', fr. ira. See

ire and -ible.

Derivatives: irascibil-ity, a., irascibte-ness, a.,

irascibl-y, adv.

irate, adj. — L. irdtus, 'angry, enraged, violent,

furious', fr. ira. See ire and adj. sufi'. -ate.

ire, n., anger. — OF., fr. L. tra, 'anger', which
prob. stands for *eisd and is cogn. with Avestic

aeshma, 'anger', Gk. oT(xa (for *oI(T(jwi£), 'im-

petus', oltrrpoi;, 'gadfly', Lith. aistra, 'violent

passion', fir. I.-E. base *eis-, 'to set in quick
motion, drive on, incite', whence also OI. isati,

iftfdli, ifyali, 'sets in motion', ifoifydti, 'stirs up.

incites, urges on', ifirdlf, 'lively, strong', Gk.
Eatvetv (for *iadtviEiv), 'to warm, heat, cheer,

refresh', ON. eisa, 'to hasten forward'. Cp. hiero-,

iatric, oestrum, perineum. Cp. also iron.

Derivatives: ire-ful, adj., ire-ful-ly, adv., ire-

ful-ness, n.

Irene, fem. PN. — F. Irine, fr. L. Irene, fr. Gk.
Elpif]vii, lit. 'peace'. See next word.

irenic, irenical, adj., promoting peace. — Gk.
eip7jvix6?, 'peaceful, peaceable', fr. eip^^vr),

'peace', a word of unknown etymology. Cp.

Irene.

Derivatives: irenical-ly, adv., irenic-ism, n.,

irenic-ist, n.

irenicon, n. — See eirenicon.

Iresine, n., a genus of plants of the amaranth
family {hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. etpeaitovT], 'a

wreath of olive wound round with wool', fr.

sTpoc, 'wool', which is rel. to 8piov, 'wool' (see

erio-); so called in allusion to the woolly calyx.

Iridaceae, n. pi., the iris family {bot.) — ModL.,
formed fr. Iris with suff. -aceae.

iridaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

iridescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

iridescent, adj., showing rainbowlike colors. —
Lit. 'rainbow colored', formed with suff. -escent

fr. L. iris, gen. Iridis (fr. Gk. Ipn;, gen. tpiSo?),

'rainbow' (see iris).

Derivative : iridescent-ly, adv.

iridium, n., name of a silverwhite metallic element

(chem.) — ModL., coined by its discoverer, the

English chemist Smithson Teimant (1761-1815),

fr. Gk. Tpi?, gen. tptSo?, 'rainbow' (see iris),

and suff. -ium; so called by him in allusion to

the varying color of its compounds.
Derivatives: irid-ate, n., irid-ious, adj., irid-ite,

n., irid-ize, tr. v., irid-iz-ation, n.

irido-, before a vowel irid-, combining form de-

noting the iris (of the eye). — Fr. Gk. Ipti;, gen.

fptSo?. See next word.

iris, n., i) the rainbow; 2) the colored portion of

the eye. — L. Iris, fr. Gk. Ipii;, 'the rainbow',

orig. form *FXpu;, ht. 'something bent or curved',

fr. I.-E. base *wei-, 'to bend, twist', whence also

Gk. {tv>s, Aeol. *fi-nx;, 'the edge or rim of any-

thing', t-cii, 'willow', L. viere, 'to bend, twist',

OE. widig, 'willow'. See withy and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also oiris, 'the Florentine

iris'.

Iris, n., the goddess of the rainbow in Greek my-
thology. — L. Iris, fr. Gk. Hpu;, personification

of Ipi?, 'rainbow'. See prec. word.

Irish, adj. and n. — ME., fr. OE. *Irisc, fr. Iras,

'the Irish', which is rel. to OE. Eriu, 'Ireland'.

Cp. Ekin, E>se. For the ending see adj. suff. -ish.

iritis, n., inflammation of the iris of the eye (med.)

— Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk.
Tpu;. See iris.

irk, tr. v., to vex, annoy. — ME. irken, yrken,

rel. to MHG. erken, 'to disgust'; of uncertain

origin.
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Derivatives: irk-some, adj., irk-some-ness, n.

Irma, fem. PN. — A var. of Erma, which is a

shortened form of Ermentrud (q.v.) Cp. Emma.
iron, n.— ME. iren, iron, fr. OE. ise(r)n, Iren, rel.

to OS. isarn, ON. isarn, jarn, OFris. iser(ri),

MDu. iser, Du. ijzer, OHG. isarn, isan, MHG.
isern, iser, isen, G. Eisen, Goth, eisarn, isarn.

These words, as well as the Gaul. PN. Isarno- and
Olr. iarann, iarn, W. haiarn, OCo. hoern, 'iron',

are prob. Illyrian loan words, and orig. denoted

the 'strong' metal (in contradistinction to the

softer bronze). Cp. OI. ifirdh, "vigorous, strong',

Gk. Eep6?, 'strong', and see ire.

Derivatives: iron, adj. and v., iron-er, n., iron-

ing, n., irony (q.v.)

Iron Curtain. — Coined by Winston Churchill in

1946 (in a speech at Fulton, Mo., U.S.A.)

ironic, also ironical, adj. — Late L. ironicus, fr.

Gk. sEpwvixi?, 'dissembling', fr. etpwv, 'dis-

sembler'. See irony and -ic, resp. also -ah

Derivative : ironical-ly, adv.

ironmold, n. — Altered fr. iron mole by folk ety-

mology, which associated this word with mold.

See iron and mole, 'spot'.

Derivative: ironmold, tr. and intr. v.

irony, n. — L. ironia, fr. Gk. elpuveta, 'irony',

fr. Eiptov, 'dissembler', for *fepi<ov, lit. 'sayer'

(i.e. one who speaks in order to hide his

thoughts), fr. etpco (for *f£pito), 'I say, speak',

which is rel. to priTcop, Aeol. fpi^Ttop, 'public

speaker, orator; rhetor', and cogn. with L.

verbum, 'word', Goth, waurd, OE. word, 'word'.

See word and cp. rhetor. Cp. also verb.

irony, adj. — Formed fr. iron with adj. suff. -y.

irradiance, irradiancy, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

irradiant, adj. — L. irradidns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of irradidre. See next word and -ant.

irradiate, tr. and intr. v. — L. irradidtus, pp. of

irradidre, 'to illumine, cast forth rays, irradiate',

fr. in-, 'in', and radidre, 'to shine with rays'. See

radiate.

Derivatives: irradiat-ed, adj., irradiat-ive, adj.,

irradiat-or, n.

irradiation, n. — F., fr. Late L. irradidtionem,

ace. of irradidtid, fr. L. irradidtus, pp. of irra-

didre. See prec. word and -ion.

irrational, adj. — L. irrationdlis, 'without reason,

irrational', fr. in-, 'not', and rationdlis. See

rational.

Derivatives: irrational, n., irrational-ism, n., ir-

ratiortat-ist, n., irrational-ist-ic, adj., irrational-

ity, n., irrational-ize, tr. v., irrational-ly, adv.

irrecusable, adj., not to be refused. — Late L.

irrecHsdbilis, 'not to be refused', fr. in-, 'not',

and L. recdsdre, 'to object to, decline, refuse'.

See recusant and -able.

Derivative : irrecusabl-y, adv.

irredenta, adj., imredeemed. — It., used esp. as

abbreviation of Italia irredenta, 'unredeemed

Italy'. See Irredentist.

IrredMitisin, n., the policy of tlie Irredentists. —

A hybrid coined fr. It. irredenta (see next word)
and -ism, a suff. of Greek origin.

Irredentist, n., a member of an Italian political

party which demands the incorporation with

Italy of all Italian speaking regions neighboring

upon Italy. — It. Irredentista, a hybrid formed

with -ist, a suff. of Greek origin, fr. (Italia) irre-

denta, 'unredeemed (Italy)', fr. in-, 'not' (fr. L.

in-, see in-, 'not'), and redenta, 'redeemed', fr.

L. redempta, fem. of redemptus, pp. of redimere,

'to redeem'. See redeem,

irrefragable, adj., that cannot be refuted. — Late

L. irrefragdbilis, fr. in-, 'not' and L. refragdri,

'to oppose, resist', fr. re- and frag-, base of

frangere, 'to break'. See fraction and -able and

cp. next word.

Derivatives: irrefragabil-ity, n., irrefragable-

ness, n., irrefragabl-y, adv.

irrefrangible, adj., i) that cannot be broken;

2) that cannot be refracted. — Formed fr. in-,

'not' and refrangible.

Derivatives: irrefrangibil-ity, n., irrefrangible-

ness, n., irrefrangibl-y, adv.

irrefutable, adj. — L. irrefutdbilis, 'irrefutable',

fr. in-, 'not' and L. refdtdbilis. See refutable.

Derivatives: irrefutabil-ity, n., irrefutable-ness,

n., irrefutabl-y, adv.

irregular, adj. — ME. irreguler, fr. OF. irreguler

(F. irregulier), fr. ML. irregularis, fr. in-, 'not',

and L. reguldris. See regular.

Derivatives: irregular, n., irregularity (q.v.), ir-

regular-ly, adv., irregular-ness, n.

irregularity, n. — F. irregularite, fr. ML. irre-

guldritdtem, ace. of irreguldritds, fr. irregularis.

See prec. word and -ity.

irreligion, n., the lack of religion; the quality

of being irrehgious. — Late L. irreligio, gen.

-onis, 'irreUgion, impiety', fr. in-, 'not', and L.

religio, gen. -onis. See religion,

irreligious, adj.— Late L. irreligiosus, 'irreligious,

impious', fr. in-, 'not', and L. religiosus. See

religious.

Derivatives: irreligious-ly, adv., irreligious-

ness, n.

uremeable, adj., admitting of no return. — L.

irremedbilis, 'from which one cannot return',

fr. in-, 'not', remedre, 'to go back, return', fr.

re- and medre, 'to go, pass'. See meatus and cp.

permeate, congi.

irremediable, adj. — Late L. irremedidbilis, 'in-

curable, irremediable', fr. in-, 'not', and L. re-

medidbilis. See remediable.

Derivatives: irremediable-ness, n., irremediabl-y,

adv.

irremissible, adj. — Eccles. L. irremissibilis, 'un-

pardonable', fr. in-, 'not', and L. remissibilis.

See remissible.

Derivatives: irremissible-ness, n., irremissibl-y,

adv.

irreparable, adj. — F. irreparable, fr. L. irre-

pardbilis, 'irreparable, irrecoverable', fr. in-.

'not', and repardbilis. See reparable.
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Derivatives: ineparabil-ity, n., irreparable-ness,

n., ineparabl-y, adv.

irreverence, n. — L. ineverentia, 'want of rever-

ence', fr. irreverens, gen. -entis. See next word

and -ce.

irreverent, adj. — L. irreverens, gen. -entis, 'dis-

respectful, irreverent', fr. in-, 'not', and reverens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of revereri, 'to stand in

awe of. See reverent.

Derivative: irreverent-ly, adv.

irreverential, adj. — Formed with adj suff. -al

fr. L. irreverentia. See irreverence,

irrevocable, adj. — L. irrevocabilis, 'that cannot

be recalled, irrevocable', fr. in-, 'not', and re-

vocdbilis. See revocable. Derivatives : irrevocabil-

ity, n., irrevocable-ness, n., irrevocabl-y, adv.

irrigate, tr. v., to water. — L. irrigatus, pp. of

irrigdre, 'to conduct water to; to water, irri-

gate; to wet, moisten; to refresh, nourish'.fr.

M-, 'in', and rigdre, 'to wet, moisten', which is

cogn. with Goth, rign, OE. regn, 'rain'. See

rain, n., and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: irrigation (q.v.), irrigat-ive, adj.,

irrigat-or n.

irrigation, n. — L. irrigdtid, gen. -onis, 'a water-

ing, irrigating', fr. irrigdtus, pp. of irrigdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: irrigation-al, adj., irrigation-ist, n.

irrigative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

irrigdtus, pp. of irrigdre. See irrigate,

irriguous, adj., moist, irrigated. — L. irriguus,

'watered, wet', from the stem of irrigdre. See

irrigate. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see suff. -ous.

irritable, adj. — L. irrildbilis, 'easily excited', fr.

irritdre, 'to excite'. See irritate, 'to anger', and

-able. Derivatives : irritabl-y, adv., irritabil-ity, n.

irritancy, n., the state of being irritating.— Form-

ed fr. irritant, 'causing irritation', with suff. -cy.

irritancy, n., the act of rendering null and void

(law). — Formed fr. irritant, 'rendering null and

void', with suff. -cy.

irritant, adj., causing irritation. — L. irritdns,

gen, irritantis, pres. part, of irritdre, 'to excite,

stimulate'. See irritate, 'to anger', and -ant.

Derivative : irritant, n.

irritant, adj., rendering null and void (law). —
L. irritdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of irritdre, 'to

make null and void'. See irritate, 'to make null

and void', and -ant.

irritate, tr. v., to anger. — L. irritdtus, pp. of

irritdre, 'to excite, stimulate, stir up, provoke',

prob. freq. of *ir-rl-re, 'to stir up, excite', fr.

in-, 'in', and I.-E. base *erei-, 'to set in motion,

stir up', whence also Gk. Spfvetv, 'to raise,

stir, excite', 6pvuvai, 'to rise', L. orior, orlri,

'to rise'. See orient and cp. rivulet. Cp. also run.

Derivatives: irritat-ing, adj., irritat-ing-ly, adv.,

irritation (q.v.), irritat-ive, adj., irritat-ory, adj.

irritate, tr. v., to make null and void (law). —
L. irritdtus, pp. of irrttare, 'to make void, in-

validate', fr. irrltus, 'invalid, void*, fonned fr.

ir-, 'not', and ratus, 'fixed', pp. of rear, reri, 'to

think, count'. See rate, 'amount', and verbal

suff. -ate. For the change of Latin d (in rdtus)

to i" (in in-ritus, ir-rltus) see abigeat and cp.

words there referred to.

irritation, n. — L. irritdtid, gen. -onis, 'incite-

ment, irritation', fr. irritdtus, pp. of irritdre, 'to

excite, stimulate'. See irritate, 'to anger', and

-ion.

irrupt, intr. v. — Back formation fr. irruption,

irruption, n. — L. irruptid, gen. -onis, 'a breaking

in, bursting in, irruption, invasion', fr. irruptus,

pp. of irrumpere, 'to break in, burst in', fr. in-,

'in', and rumpere, 'to break'. See rupture and -ion.

irruptive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

irruptus, pp. of irrumpere. See prec. word.

Derivative: irruptive-ly, adv.

is, v., 3rd sing. pres. indie, of be.— Rel. to OHG.,

MHG., G., Goth, is-t, ON. es, er, 'is', fr. I.-E.

*es-ti, whence also OI. dsti, Gk. la-d, L. est,

Oscan-Umbr. est, Lith. esti, OSlav. jesti, Olr.

is, 'is'. In English, the final / was lost. See esse

and cp. am, art, are and the 2nd element in yes.

is-, form of iso- before a vowel.

Isaac, i) masc. PN; 2) in the Bible, one of the

patriarchs, son of Abraham and Sarah and

father of Jacob and Esau. — Late L., fr. Gk.

•luaax, fr. Heb. Yitzhdq, lit. 'he laughs', prop,

imperf. of tzdhdq, 'he laughed', which is rel. to

Aram.-Syr. g^hekh, Arab, ddhika, 'he laughed'.

Isabel, fem. PN. — Sp. See IsabeUa.

isabelita, n., an angelflsh. — American Sp., lit.

'little Isabella', dimin. of Isabel, 'Isabel'. See

prec. and next word.

Isabella, fem. PN. ^ Sp. Isabel, altered fr. Eliza-

beth (q.v.) Cp. next word.

isabeUa, n., a brownish yellow color. — Fr. prec.

word. Derivative: Isabella, adj.

isabelline, adj., of the color isabeUa. — Formed

fr. prec. word with adj. suff. -ine.

isagoge, n., an introduction. — L. isagdge, fr.

Gk. elaaycciYT), 'introduction', which is formed

fr. el;, 'into', and dtywYT), 'a leading, carrying',

fr. Syciv, 'to lead'. Gk. el; stands for *ens and

is rel. to iv, 'in', and cogn. with L. in, 'in, into'.

See In, prep. Gk. Syeiv is cogn. with L. agere,

'to set in motion, drive, lead'. See agent, adj.,

and cp. -agogue.

isagogic, adj., introductory. — L. isagogicus, fr.

Gk. eia«fa-r<-y-i<;, 'introductory', fr. tlatxyafh'

'introduction'. See prec. word and -ic.

isagogics, n., introduction; esp., introduction in-

to the exegesis of the Bible. — See isagoge and

-ics.

Isaiah, i) masc. PN.; 2) name of the great He-

brew prophet whose activity extended from

about 738 to 701 B.C.E. ; the Book of Isaiah. —
Heb. Y'sha'ydh, shortened fr. Y'sha'yAhQ, lit.

'salvation of the Lord'. The first element is rel.

to yisha', y'shffd", 'salvation, deliverance, wel-

fare'; see hosanna. For the second element in

Isaiah see EUiali and cp. words there referred to.
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Derivatives: Isai-an, Isai-an-ic, adjs.

isanthous, adj., having regular flowers.— Formed

fr. Gk. {00;, 'equal', and &v&oc;, 'flower'. See

iso-, anther, and -ous.

Isanthus, n., a genus of plants, the false penny-

royal (hot.) — ModL., Ut. 'having regular

flowers' (see prec. word); so called in allusion

to the almost regular corolla.

isatin, n., a yellowish or reddish crystalline com-

pound, C8HSO2N (chem.)— Formed with chem.

suff. -in fr. Gk. IdiTi;, 'woad'. See next word.

Isatis, n., a genus of plants of the mustard family

(bot.)— L., fr. Gk. loaTi;, 'woad', which prob.

stands for *ftTa(iTi; and is cogn. with L. vitrum,

'woad; glass', OE. wdd, 'woad'. See woad and

cp. vitreo-, vitriol.

isba, n., a hut. — Russian, fr. OSlav. istuba, a

Teut. loan word; cp. OHG. stuba, 'a beatable

room, bathroom', and see stove.

isch-, form of ischo- before a vowel.

ischemia, iscbaemia, n., local diminution ofblood

(med.) — Medical L. ischaemia, fr. ischaemus,

'stopping blood', fr. Gk. lcrxm.^o<i, which is

compounded of tox^iv, 'to keep back', and

atxf^a, 'blood'. See ischo- and -emia.

ischi-, form of ischio- before a vowel.

ischiadic, adj., ischial. — L. ischiadicus, fr. Gk.

laxiaSixd;, 'pertaining to the hip', fr. loxtov.

See ischium and cp. sciatic.

ischial, adj., pertaining to the hip. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. ischium. See ischium.

ischialgia, n., sciatica. — ModL., lit. 'pains in

the hip', compounded of Gk. toxlov, 'hipjoint',

and SXyo;, 'pain'. See ischium and -algia.

ischiatic, adj., ischial. — ML. ischiaticus, altered

fr. L. ischiadicus. See ischiadic.

ischio-, before a vowel ischi-, combining form

meaning 'pertaining to the hip'. — Gk. bxiO".

loxi-. fr- 1<JX'°'>'- See next word.

ischium, n., the seat bone {anat) — L., fr. Gk.

l(jxtov, 'hipjoint', in pi. 'the hips', prob. formed

fr. toxi (Hesychius), 'loin', which is of uncertain

origin. It is prob. not cogn. with OI. sdkthi,

'thigh'; see Frisk, GEW., I, p. 741 s.v. loxtov.

Cp. ischiadic, sciatic, and the first element in

icebone.

ischo-, before a vowel isch-, combining form

meaning 'checking, suppression, deficiency'

imed.) — Gk. Eax°-> '^X"' fr- '^'^2^''' 't° •^^P

back, restrain, check, stop', reduplicated form

of Sx^iv, 'to have, hold, possess'. See hectic

and cp. words there referred to.

-ise, suff. forming nouns denoting quality, con-

dition or function. — OF. and F. -ise, fr. L.

-itia, -itia, -itium, -icium. Suff. -ise is the regular

form for the ending of nouns formed in French

itself (e.g. in franchise, merchandise). French

and English nouns borrowed directly from

Latin are usually spelled -ice {di& justice, service).

See the suffixes -ice and cp. 2nd -ess.

-ise, verbal suff. — See -Ize.

-Ish, adj. suff. — ME. -Uch, -ish, -issh, fr. OE.

-ise, rel. to OS., OFris., OHG. ise, ON. -iskr,

Du., G. -isch, Goth, -isks, and cogn. with Gk.

-i(jx6;. Cp. -esque.

-ish, verbal suff. — ME. -ischen, -ishen, -issen, fr.

OF., F. -ir, -iss-, occurring in the pres. part, and

some other forms of certain French verbs'in -ir,

and corresponding to the Latin inchoative suff.

-ise-. E.g. the E. yerh finish derives fr. F.Je finis,

'I finish', fr. VL. *finiscd, an inchoative verb

formed fr. L. flnid, 'I finish'. Cp. the verbs

abolish, cherish, furnish, polish, punish, etc.

Ishmael, n., son of Abraham and Hagar {Bible);

used in a figurative sense to denote an outcast

(see Gen. 16:12) — Heb. Yishmd'il, lit. 'God

hears'. Heb. yishmd', 'he will hear', is imperf.

ofshdmd', 'he heard'. SeeSbemaandcp. Simeon,

Simon. For the second element in the name

Ishmael see El and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: Ishmael-ite, n.

Ishtar, n., the chief goddess of the Assyrians and

Babylonians, the counterpart of the Phoenician

Astarte. — Akkad. Ishtar. See Ashtoreth.

Ishvara, Isvara, n., a title given to Siva {Hindu

mythol.) — 01. isvdra(i, 'ruler, lord', fr. isah,

'owner, lord', fr. is'-, 'to have, possess', which

is rel. to Avestic is-, 'riches, fortune', isvan,

'well off, rich', fr. I.-E. base *ailc-, 'to own',

whence Goth, digan, OE. dgan, 'to have, poss-

ess'. See owe and cp. Ixora.

Isiac, adj., pertaining to the Egyptian goddess

Isis or her cult. — L. Isiacus, fr. Gk. 'I(jiax6c,

fr. ^al;. See Isis.

Isidore, masc. PN. — F., fr. L. Isidorus, fr. Gk.

^lalScopo;, lit. 'gift of Isis', compounded of

^CTlf;, 'Isis', and Supov, 'gift'. See Isis and

donation.

isinglass, n., a gelatinous substance prepared

from the airbladders of certain fishes. — Cor-

ruption of obsol. Du. huizenblas, fr. MDu. huus-

blase, fr. huus, 'sturgeon', which is rel. to OHG.
hOso, of s.m., and blase (= Du. blaas), 'blad-

der', which is rel. to OHG. bldsa, of s.m.,

bldsan, 'to blow'. For the first element see huso,

for the second see blast and cp. bladder.

Isis, n., an Egyptian goddess, sister and wife of

Osiris. — L. his, fr. Gk. '^mq.

Islam, n. — Arab, islim, 'submitting oneself to

God, surrender, obedience', infin. of dslama,

'he surrendered, submitted', IV (= causative)

conjugation of sdlima, 'he was safe'. See salaam

and cp. selamlik, Moslem, Mussulman. Cp. also

Shalom. Derivatives: Islam-ic, adj., Islam-ism,

n., Islam-ite, n.

island, n. — ME. Hand, fr. OE. egland, igland,

legland, 'island', which is compounded of eg, ig,

leg, 'island', and land, 'land', and rel. to ON.
eytand, OFris. eiland, 'island'. The first element

of these words is rel. to OE. ea, 'water, river',

ON. a, 'river', ey, 'island', Norw. ey, Swed. o,

Dan. 0, 'island', MLG. oge, dch, ouwe, ou, OHG.
aha, 'river', OHG. auwia, ouwa, MHG. ouwe,

'island, damp meadow', G. Aue, Au, 'meadow



isle

watered by a brook, brook, a small island',

Goth, aha, 'water, river', and cogn. with L. aqua,

'water'. See aquatic and words there referred to

and cp. esp. eyot. For the second element in

island see land. The spelling of island was influ-

enced by a confusion with isle.

Derivatives: island, tr. v., island-er, n.

isle, n., an island. — OF. isle (F. He), fr. L. in-

sula, 'island', which is of uncertain origin. Fol-

lowing the ancients, some modern philologists

derive L. insula fr. in said, 'that which is in the

sea', fr. in, 'in', and abl. of salum, 'the open sea,

the high sea', which is cogn. with Mir. sal (gen.

saile), 'sea'; cp. Gk. iv-a.\oq, ev-aXio?, 'in the

sea', fr. ev, 'in', and SKq, gen. aXoi; (masc.),'salt';

(fem.), 'sea'. Cp. islet and insular, isolate, penin-

sula.

islet, n., a very small island. — MF. islette (F.

iletle), dimin. of isle, 'island'. See prec. word

and -et.

-ism, subst. suff. denoting i) action; 2) state,

condition; 3) usage, characteristic; 4) doctrine.

— F. -isme, fr. L. -isma, fr. Gk. -lajxa, which is

formed from the stem of verbs in -tt^etv. See

-ize and -ma and cp. -ist.

ism, n., a doctrine or system (usually derisive). —
Back formation from words ending in -ism.

Derivative: ism-y, adj.

iso-, before a vowel is-, combining form meaning

'equal'. — Gk. lao-, la-, fr. Xgoq, 'equal', which

possibly stands for *HTa-?o-c, (cp. Cretan

FiaFoc,, 'equal'), and is rel. to Gk. etSo? (for

*feTSo?), 'form, shape', ESea (prob. for *fiS£aa),

'form, kind, nature'. See idea and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also aniso-.

isobar, n., a line connecting places on the earth's

surface having the same barometric pressure at

a given time or for a given period (meteorol.) -

Compounded of iso- and Gk. pipo?, 'weight'.

See bare-. Derivative: isobar-ic, adj.

isobath, adj., having the same depth. — Gk.

ttropadyjq, 'of equal depth', compounded of

taoi;, 'equal', and ^i.^oq, 'depth'. See iso- and

bathos. Derivative: isobath-ic, a.A].

isocephalic, adj., having the heads of the prin-

cipal figures at about the same level (art). —
Gk. bozEtpaXoi;, 'like-headed', compounded of

tdoi;, 'equal', xEcpaXyi, 'head', and suff. -ic. Sec

iso- and cephalic.

Derivatives: isocephal-ism, n., isocephal-y, n.

isocheime, isochime, n., a line connecting places

on the earth's surface having the same mean
winter temperature (pliys. geugr.) — Com-
pounded of iso- and Gk. yziv-"-' 'winter'. See

chimera and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: isoch(e)im-al, isoch(e)im-ic, adjs.

isochromatic, adj., having the same color (optics).

— Compounded of iso- and Gk. yptojiaTixic;,

'relating to color'. See chromatic,

isochronal, isochronous, adj., equal in time. —
Gk. l(i6xpovoi;, 'equal in time, contemporary,

regular', compounded of taoq, 'equal' (see iso-).
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and xpovo?, 'time' (see chronic), and adj. suff.

-al, resp. -ous.

isoclinal, isoclinic, adj., having the same inclin-

ation (magnetism).— Compounded of iso-, Gk.

xXfvEtv, 'to incline' (see clinic), and adj. suff.

-al, resp. -ic.

isocracy, n., equal power. — Gk. laoKparia,

'equality of power', compounded of laos, 'equal',

and -xpaTia, 'rule of, fr. xpdtTo;, 'strength,

power, rule'. See iso- and -cracy and cp. words

there referred to.

isocryme, n., a line connecting points on the

earth's surface at which the temperature is the

same during a specified coldest period of the

year. — Compounded of iso- and Gk. xpufxoq

(for *xpuCT-ix6(;), 'frost', which is rel. to xpijo^

(for *xpucroi;), 'frost', and cogn. with L. crusta,

'crust'. See crust and cp. cryo-.

Isoetaceae, n. pi., the quillwort family (bot.) —
ModL., formed from next word with suff.

-aceae.

Isoetes, n., a genus of plants, the quillwort (bot.)

— L. isoetes, name of a plant mentioned by

Pliny, prob. denoting the houseleek, fr. Gk.

JtjoETEi;, name of an evergreen plant, prop,

neuter of iaoETy;?, 'that whose duration equals

a year', fr. fao?, 'equal', and Sxo?, 'year'. For

the first element see iso-, for the second see

veteran,

isogenous, adj., of the same origin (biol.)— Com-
pounded of iso- and Gk. ye'^-. the stem of

YEVvav, 'to beget, bring forth, generate, pro-

duce'. See -genous.

isogonic, adj., having, or pertaining to, equal

angles. — Compounded of iso- and Gk. ywvia,

'angle, corner'. See -gon and -ic.

Derivative: isogonic, n.

isolate, tr. v., to insulate.— Back formation from

the participial adjective isolated, fr. F. isole, fr.

It. isolato, pp. of isolare, 'to isolate', fr. isola,

'island', fr. L. insula. See isle and verbal suff.

-ate and cp. insulate, which is a doublet of

isolate.

isolation, n. — F., fr. isoler, back formation fr.

isole, fr. It. isolato. See prec. word and -ion.

Isold, fem, PN. — OF. holt, Iseut; of OHG.
origin and lit. meaning 'ice rule', fr. OHG. is,

'ice', and waltan, 'to rule'. For the first element

see ice, for the second see wield and cp. words

there referred to.

Isoloma, n., a genus of plants of the gesneria

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of iso-

and Gk. Xcofxa, 'fringe, border'. See loma and

cp. words there referred to.

isomer, n., a compound isomeric with one or

more compounds (chem.) — See isomeric,

isomeric, adj., compounded of the same elements

in the same proportion by weight, but differing

in one or more properties (chem.) — Formed

after G. isomerisch, a word coined by the Swed-

ish chemist J6ns Jakob Berzelius (1779-1848)

fr. Gk. [CT0(i.ep7)i;, 'composed of equal parts', fr.

*
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UoQ, 'equal', and (xlpo?, 'part'. See iso-, mero-

and -ic.

isometric, adj., of the same measure; character-

ized by equality of measure. — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. Gk. lai^ETpo?, 'of equal measure',

fr. iaoc,, 'equal' and (i^Tpov, 'measure'. See iso-

and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: isometric, n., isometric-al, adj.,

isometric-al-ly, adv.

somorph, n. — See next word.

isomorphic, isomorphous, adj., equal in form;

crystallizing in the same form. — Formed with

suff. -ic, resp. -ous, fr. iso-, Gk. (xoptpr), 'form,

shape' (see next word), and suff. -ic, resp. -ous.

isomorphism, n., the property of being isomor-

phic. — G. Isomorphismus, coined by its dis-

coverer, the German chemist Eilhardt Mitscher-

lich (1794-1863) in 1828 fr. iso-, Gk. lioptpr),

'form, shape' (see morpho-), and suff. -ismus

(see -ism).

-ison, subst. suff. of OF. origin, as in comparison,

orison, venison. This suff. represents i) OF.

-aison (fr. L. ationem, fr. -dtus, pp. suff. of verbs

in -are); 2) OF. -eison (fr. L. -etionem, fr. -etus,

pp. suff. of verbs in -ere); 3) OF. -ison (fr. L.

-itionem or -itionem), fr. -iius or -itus, pp. suff.

of verbs in -ire, resp. -ere, -ere). Cp. the suffixes

-ation (fr. L. -ationem), and -ition (fr. L. itionem

or -itionem), which are learned doublets of -ison.

isopod, n., one of the Isopoda. — See next word.

Isopoda, n., an order of crustaceans with seven

pairs of usually similar legs (zool.) — ModL.,

lit. 'equal-footed', fr. iso- and -pod.

isopoUty, n., equality of rights of citizenship. —
Gk. IdOTtoXiTEia, 'equality of civil rights', fr.

laoTtoXt-rr]?, 'one having equal civil rights',

which is compounded of Eao?, 'equal' (see iso-),

and TToXfTT)?, 'citizen', fr. 716X11;, 'fortified city,

city'. See policy, 'method of governing'.

isoprene, n., a colorless volatile liquid compound,

CjHs, obtained by the dry distillation of raw

rubber (chem.)— Coined by the English chemist

Charies Hanson Greville (1829-1910) fr. pr(opyl)

and suff. -ene. Cp. the second element in chlo-

roprene and in neoprene.

isosceles, adj., having two equal sides (said of a

triangle). — L., fr. Gk. fooCTxeXr]?, 'equal-

legged', fr. Xooc,, 'equal', and ctx^Xo?, 'leg'. For

the first element see iso-, for the second see

scalene and cp. triskelion.

isothere, isotheral, n., a line connecting places on

the earth's surface having the same mean sum-

mer temperature (pAj-i. geogr.)— Compounded

of iso- and Gk. dspoi;, 'summer, harvest', which

IS rel. to -^Epfjio?, 'warm", »ig[i.ri, 'heat'. Sec

therm.

isotherm, n., a line connecting places on the

earth's surface having the same mean temper-

ature (phys. geogr.) — Compounded of iso- and

Gk. dipuT), 'heat'. See therm and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: isotherm-al, ^adj., isotherm-aUly,

adv., isotherm-ic, adj.

isotonic, adj., pertaining to, or having, equal

tones.— Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. inoxowoc,,

'of level pitch', fr. taoi;, 'equal' and tovo?,

'pitch of the voice, tone'. See iso- and tonic,

isotope, n., one of two or more forms of an ele-

ment having the same properties and the same

atomic number but different atomic weights. —
Lit. 'having the same place', compounded of

iso- and Gk. totcoi;, 'place' (see topic). The

term isotope was introduced into chemistry by

the English chemist Frederick Soddy (i 877- 1956)

in 1913 at the suggestion of Margaret Todd.

Derivatives: isotop-ic, adj., isotop-ism, n., iso-

top-y, n.

Israel, n. — L. Israel, fr. Gk. 'ItspayiX, fr. Heb.

Yisra'el, lit. 'he contends with God', fr. sard'',

'he fought, contended', and El, 'God'. The first

element is rel. to Arab, shdra, 'he was angry',

in the III conj. 'he contended'. For the second

element see El.

Israelite, n. — L. Israelita, fr. Gk. 'lopaTjXtTTji;,

'Israelite', fr. 'lapariX. See prec. word and subSt.

suff. -ite.

Derivatives: Israelit-ic, adj., Israelit-ish, adj.,

Israelit-ism, n.

Issachar, n., son of Jacob by Leah; a tribe of

Israel (Bible). — Gk. "laaaxap. fr. Heb. Yissa-

khdr, which prob. stands for yesh sakhdr, 'there

is a reward'. See Gen. 30: 18.

issue, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) issue, 'way out,

exit', fr. OF. eissue, issue, prop. fem. pp. of

eissir, issir (MF. issir), 'to go out', fr. L. exire,

of s.m. (whence also It. uscire. Rum. ie^i,

OProven?. eissir, Catal. exir), fr. ist ex- and

ire, 'to go'. See itinerate,

issue, intr. and tr. v. — ME. issuen, fr. MF. issu,

pp. of issir. See issue, n.

Derivatives: issu-able, adj., issu-ance, n., issue-

less, adj., issu-er, n.

-ist, suff. forming a) agent nouns from verbs in

-ize (e.g. apologist, dramatist); b) nouns de-

noting the adherent of a certain doctrine, prin-

ciple or custom (e.g. socialist). — F. -iste, fr.

L. -isia, fr. Gk. -la-rrj?, which stands for -ict-tiqi;

and is formed fr. -la- (ending of the stem of the

verbs in -t^civ) and agential suff. -Tf\Q. Cp.

-ism, -ize. Cp. also -ast.

-ister, suff. — OF. -istre, formed fr. original -iste,

on the false analogy of the word ministre (see

minister). Cp. e.g. chorister, fr. choriste, fr.

Eccles. L. chorista.

isthmian, adj., pertaining to an isthmus; esp.

(cap) pertaining to the Isthmus of Corinth. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. isthmius, Isthmius,

fr. Gk. la&ixio;, Icr^^tioq, 'Isthmian', fr. 'Ia»\x6c.

See isthmus and -ian.

isthmus, n., a narrow neck of land connecting

two larger portions of land. — L., fr. Gk.

Ict»(ji6i;, 'neck of land, isthmus, any narrow pas-

sage' (as a proper name, 'the Isthmus of Co-

rinth'), which is of uncertam origin. It is perh.

formed with suff. -^(xo, fr. eT(ii, Uvai, 'to go'
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(cp. Ela-i-^^ifj, 'entrance', l'-i>(xa, 'a step, move-
ment'). Cp. ON. eid, 'isthmus', and see itinerate.

-istic, adj. suff. — L. -isticus (often through the

medium of F. -istique), fr. Gk. -icttix6?, prop,

adj. suff. -utoi; added to subst. suflF. -kjttj?. See

-ist and adj. suff. -ic.

istle, n., fiber obtained from various tropical

plants. — Mexican Sp. ixtle, fr. Nahuatl ichtli.

Isunis, n., a genus of sharks (ichthyot.)— ModL.,
compounded of is- and Gk. oup4, 'tail'. See

uro-, 'tail-'.

it, pron. — ME. hit, it, fr. OE. hit, neut. of he,

'he'. Cp. OFris. hit, Du. het, Goth, hita, 'it', and
see lie and words there referred to. Cp. also its.

Derivative: it, n.

itabirite, n., a kind of quartz {mineral^— Named
after Itabira in Minas Geraes, Brazil. For the

ending see subst. sufF. -ite.

itacism, n., pronunciation of Gk. eta (i.e. the

letter yj) as / (as in Modem Greek), in contra-

distinction to etacism. — Formed with suff.

-ism fr. Gk. ^Ta, name of the letter e. See eta-

cism and cp. iotacism.

itacolumite, n., a kind of quartzite {mineral) —
Named after Itacolumi, a mountain in Brazil,

where it occurs. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

Italian, adj. and n. — It. italiano, fr. Italia, fr. L.

Italia, fr. Vitelia (cp. Oscan Viteliu, 'Italy'),

which prob. meant orig. 'Land of cattle', and
is rel. to L. vitulus, 'calf. See yeal and -an.

Derivatives: Italianate, Italianated (qq.\.), Ita-

lian-ism, n., Iialian-ity, n., Italianize (q.v.)

Italianate, adj., rendered Italian. — It. italianato,

fr. italiano. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

Italianate, tr. v., to render Italian. — Back for-

mation fr. Italianated.

Derivative: italianat-ion, n.

Italianated, pp. adj., rendered Italian. — Formed
fr. It. italianato (see Italianate, adj.) with pp.

suff. -ed.

Italianize, intr. v., to play the Italian; to become
Italian; tr. v., to render Italian. — F. italianiser,

fr. italien, 'Italian', fr. It. italiano. See Italian

and -ize.

Derivatives: Italianiz-ation, n., Italianiz-er, n.

Italic, adj. — L. Italicus, from Italia. See Italian

and adj. suff. -ic.

italic, n., Italic type of letters. — From prec.

word; so called because it was first used in an
Italian edition of Virgil, printed (in Venice)

by Aldus Manutius in 1501.

Italiot, Italiote, n., a Greek inhabitant of Italy.

— Gk. 'IraXico-rr,;, fr. 'iTaXia, fr. L. Italia. See
Italian.

Italo-, combining form meaning 'Italian and'. —
Fr. L. Italus, 'Italian'. See Italian.

itch, intr. v. — ME. yicchen, icchen, fr. OE.
giccan, rel. to MDu. jUken, Du. jeuken, OHG.
jucchen, MHG., G. jucken, 'to itch'.

itcli, n. — ME. jicche, icche, fr. OE. gicce, fr.

giccan, 'to itch'. See itch, v.

820

Derivatives: itch-y, adj., itch-i-ness, n.

-ite, subst. suff. denoting 'origin' or 'relationship'

(as in Israelite, Canaanite, etc.). It is used also

to form names of minerals and fossils (as in

ammonite, dolomite, triloblte), chemical com-
pounds (as in phosphite), explosives (as in

dynamite, lyddite), commercial products (as in

vulcanite). — F. -ite, fr. L. -ita, -Ites, fr. Gk.
-f-nf); (fem. -T-ri?), 'pertaining to'. Cp. -itis.

-ite, suff. forming adjectives, nouns and verbs

and representing Latin -itus in past participles

of verbs ending in -ire and -ere. Cp. e.g. polite

(fr. L.politus, pp. oipolire); unite (fr. L. unitus,

pp. of unire); appetite (fr. L. appetltus, pp. of

appetere); composite (fr. L. compositus, pp. of

componere).

Itea, n., a genus of shrubs. — ModL., fr. Gk.
trio. (prob. for *feLTEa), 'willow', which is rel.

to l-mq, 'the edge or rim of anything round',

fr. I.-E. base *wei-, 'to bend, twist', whence also

OE. widig 'willow'. See withy and words there

referred to and cp. esp. the second element in

Stomoisia.

item, adv., likewise. — L., 'just so, in like man-
ner, likewise, also', rel. to ita, 'so', Hague, 'and

so, accordingly, in like manner', itidem, 'so, just,

in Uke manner'. Idem (iliasc), idem (neut.), 'the

same'. See idem and words there referred to and
cp. esp. iterate.

Derivatives: item, n. (q.v.), item, tr. v., item-

ize, tr. V.

item, n., detail; article. — L. item, 'likewise';

see prec. word. The sense of the English noun
arose from the circumstance that the word item

was generally used to introduce all the sections

of a bill, except the first.

iterance, iterancy, n., the quality of being iterant.

— Formed from next word with suff. -ce, resp.

-cy.

iterant, adj., iterating. — L. iterans, gen. -amis,

pres. part, of iterdre. See next word and -ant.

iterate, tr. v., to do again, repeat. — L. iteratus,

pp. of iterdre, 'to do over a second time, repeat,

say again', fr. iterum, 'again', which stands for

i-terum and prop, is the neuter of *i-teros, com-
parative formed from the pronominal base *;'-

whence also OI. i-tarah, 'the other'. For other

derivatives of ihe I.-E. pronominal base */- see

idem, for the comparative suff. see -ther, for the

ending of iterate see verbal suff. -ate.

iteration, n. — L. iteratio, gen. onis, 'repetition',

fr. iteratus, pp. of iterdre, 'to repeat'. See iterate

and -ion.

iterative, adj. — F. iteratif (fem. iterative), fr.

Late L. iterdtivus, fr. L. iteratus, pp. of iterdre,

'to repeat'. See iterate and -ive.

Derivatives: iterative-ly, adv., iterative-ness, n.

ithypballic, adj., pertaining to the phallus carried

in the Bacchic rites; obscene; pertaining to the

meter used in the Bacchic hymns. — L. Uhy-

phallicus, fr. Gk. t&uifaX>jM.6z, 'ithyphallic', fr.

t&iiipaXXoi;, 'phallus carried erect in the Bacchic
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rites', which is compounded of t^iut;, 'straight,

erect', and (paXX6i;, 'phallus'. The first element

stands for *sidhus and is cogn. with OI. sddhuh,

'straight, direct, right', sidhyati, 'succeeds'. Arm.
d] (for *sddhyo-), 'right, just'. For the second

element see phallus. Cp. next word.

Derivative: ithyphallic, n., an ithyphallic.

Ithyphallus, n., a genus of fungi of the family of

the true stinkhorns (hot.) — ModL. See prec.

word.

-itic, suff. forming adjectives from nouns ending

in -ite or -itis. — L. -iticus, fr. Gk. -iti>c6<;.

See the suffixes -ite, -itis and -ic.

itinerancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

itinerant, adj. — L. itinerdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of itinerdri, 'to travel'. See itinerate and

-ant.

itinerary, adj. — L. itinerdrius, 'pertaining to a

journey', fr. iter, gen. itineris, 'journey'. See

itinerate and -ary.

itinerary, n. — L. itinerdrium, 'account of a jour-

ney', prop. neut. of the adjective itinerdrius,

'pertaining to a journey', used as a noun. See

itinerary, adj.

itinerate, intr. v., to travel from place to place. —
L. itinerdtus, pp. of itinerdri, 'to travel', fr. iter,

gen. itineris, 'a journey', which is cogn. with

Toch. A ytdr, B ytdrye, 'way', Hitt. itar, 'going',

way', fr. l.-E. base *ei-, 'to go', whence also

01. ^mi, Gk. el[u, L. ed (for *eid), Lith. eimi,

eiti, OSlav. idg, iti, 'to go', Olr. ethaim, 'I go'

(corresponding in form to L. ltd, freq. of ed,

'I go'), possibly also Gk. t-O^jia, 'a step, move-

ment', et(T-t-S^(ji7i, 'entrance', possibly, also

i-cs&[i6(;, 'neck of land, isthmus, any narrow

passage'. Cp. Abeona, abiturient, adit, ambit,

ambition, anion, cation, circuit, coeno-, coetus,

coition, coitus, comitia, commence, count, 'title

of nobility', dysprosium, errant, exeat, exeunt,

exit, eyre, ichno-, inevitable, initial, introit, ion,

issue, isthmus, jadoo, janitor, jaun, limit, obit,

obituary, perish, praetor, preterit, Rathayatra,

sedition, seditious, sudden, trance, transient,

transire, transit. Cp. also oath and the second

element in wide.

Derivative: itinerat-ion, n.

-ition, subst. suff. — F. -ition (or directly) fr. L.

-ftionem, ace. of -hid, a suff. forming noims of

action fr. -itus, or -itus, pp. suff. of verbs of the

4th, resp. 3rd Latin conjugation. See adj. suff.

-ite and cp. suff. -ation.

-itious, adj. suff. representing L. -icius, which is

added usually to past participles ending in -tus.

Cp. e.g. factitious, fr. L. facticius, 'made by art',

fr.factus, 'made', pp. offacere, 'to make'. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

-itious, adj. suff. representing L. -ttidsus, wliich is

formed fr. -ttio, gen. -dnis, fr. -Itus, pp. suff.

Cp. Cig. ambitious, fr. L. ambitidsus, fr. ambltld,

which is formed fr. ambitus, pp. of ambire, 'to

en rnund'. See the suffixes -ition and -ous.

Ixia

-itis, subst. suff. denoting diseases characterized

by inflammation. — ModL., fr. Gk.-TTii;, prop,

fem. of the adjectival suff. -(ttj?, 'pertaining to'

(see subst. suff. -ite), used with the feminine

noun voCTo?, 'disease', either expressed or under-

stood, as e.g. (v6<io<;) veippTn;, 'disease of the

kidneys'. The generalization of suff. -itis is due

to Sauvages.

-itish, adj. suff., compounded of subst. suff. -ite

and adj. suff. -ish. Cp. e.g. Israelitish, which is

formed fr. Israelite, fr. Israel.

-itol, a suff. used to form the names of certain

alcohols, as in inositol, mannitol (chem.) —
Compounded of subst. suff. -ite and suff. -ol

(for alcohol).

-itous, adj. suff. — F. -iteux (fem. -iteuse), fr. L.

-itdsus, contraction of *-itdtdsus, from nouns

in -itds (gen. -itdtis); see -ity and -ous. Cp. e.g.

calamitous, fr. L. caldmitdsus, contraction of

*caldmitdtdsus, fr. caldmitds, gen. -dtis (see

calamitous). The contraction of L. *-ltdtdsus

to -itdsus is due to haplology. In many cases

suff. -itous is formed directly from nouns

ending in suff. -ity.

its, adj. — For earlier it's; formed from the pro-

noun it with s, the ending of the possessive case.

itself, pron. — Compounded of it and self.

-ity, suff. forming abstract nouns. — F. -ite, fr.

L. -itdtem, ace. of -itds, which prop, consists of

thematic -i and suff. -Ids (see -ity). Cp. e.g. sin-

cerity, fr. F. sincerite, fr. L. sinceritdtem, ace.

of sinceritds, fr. sincerus, 'sincere'.

-ium, suff. used to form ModL. scientific names.

— L. -ium, fr. Gk. -tov, frequently of diminu-

tive force. Cp. e.g. geranium.

-ium, modern suff. used to form names of metallic

elements {chem) — See prec. word and cp. e.g.

radium, sodium.

Iva, n., a genus of plants, the marsh elder {bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gaulish ivos, whence also F. //,

'yew'. See yew and cp. uva.

Ivan, masc. PN. — Russ., fr. Gk 'IcoavvT]?. See

John,

-ive, suff. meaning 'tending to; of the quality of.

— L. -ivus (mostly through the medium of F.

-if, fem. -ive).

ivory, n. — ME. ivorie, fr. OF. ivurie (F. ivoire),

fr. L. eboreus, 'of ivory', fr. ebur, 'ivory', bor-

rowed fr. Egyptian db, dbu, 'elephant, ivory',

prob. through the medium of the Phoenicians.

The same word appears in the second element

of Heb. shen-habbfm, 'ivory' (lit. 'tooth of the

elephant'), whence Yebu {= Heb. Yebh), ori-

ginal name of the island Elephantine; cp. also

01. {bhah, 'elephant', and the second element

in Gk. iX-scpS?, 'elephant'. Cp. ebumine,

elephant

ivy, n.— ME. ivi, fr. OE. ifig, rel. to MLG. if-ldf

iw-tof, Du. ei-loof, OHG. ebah, eba-hewi, ebe-

hewi, MHG. ebe-hdu, ep-hdu, G. Efeu.

Derivative: ivi-ed, adj.

Ixia. n.. a eenus of olants (bot.) — ModL.. fr.
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Gk. 1^6?, 'mistletoe; birdlime', which stands

for *fi56<; and is cogn. with L. viscum, of s.m.

See viscum.

Ixion, n., king of the Lapithae in Thessaly, who

was tied to an ever-revolving wheel in Hades

for having sought the love of Hera (Greek my-

thol.) — L. Ixion, fr. Gk. 'I^tcov.

Ixodidae, n. pi., name of a family of acarids

{zool.) — ModL., formed fr. Ixodes, name of

the typical genus, fr. Gk. i^coStj?, 'like bird-

lime', which is compounded of l^oi;, 'mistletoe;

birdlime', and -toSr)?, 'like'. See Ixia, -ode, 'like',

and -idae.

Ixora, n., a genus of tropical plants of the

madder family {bat.) — ModL., fr. Isvara, a

title of Siva, fr. OI. isvardh, 'ruler, lord'. See

Ishvara.

lyar, n., name of the second Jewish month. —
Heb. iyydr, a loan word fr. Akkad. aaru.

izar, n., i) the outer garment of Mohammedan
women covering the whole figure; 2) loincloth

(part of the ihram). — Arab, izdr, 'veil, cover-

ing', from the stem of dzara, dzzara, 'he girded,

encompassed', rel. to Heb. dzdr, 'he girded',

ez6r, 'waistcloth, girdle'.

izard, n., chamois inhabiting the Pyrenees. — F.

isard, of Basque origin; cp. Basque izar, 'star;

white spot on the forehead'; cp. also Berber

ichri, of s.m., which is a Basque loan word. The

spelling with d is prob. due to a confusion with

suff. -ard.

-ization, a suff. forming nouns fr. verbs ending

in -ize. — L. -izatio, gen. -onis, fr. -izdtus, pp.

suff. of verbs in -izdre. See -ize and -ation.

-ize, -ise, suff. forming verbs in one of the fol-

lowing senses; i) 'to act in a certain way' (as in

Attic-ize, philosoph-ize); 2) 'to treat in a cer-

tain way' (as in sympath-ize); 3) 'to make into'

(as in Christian-ize, civil-ize, Gallicize; 4) 'to

treat with' (as in chloral-ize). — F. -iser, fr.

Late L. izdre (whence also It. -izzare, Sp. -izar),

fr. Gk. -i^eiv, 'to act in a certain way'. Cp.

-ism, -ist.

jaal goat. — Heb. yd'il, 'wild goat', rel. to Aram.

y^'etd, Syr. ya'ld, Arab, wa'al, wa'l, Ethiop.

we'Id, 'wild goat'. Cp. Jael.

jab, tr. v., to strike. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

job, 'to stab'.

Derivative: y'ai, n.

jabber, intr. and tr. v., to chatter. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. gibber.

Derivatives : jabber, n., jabber-er, n., jabber-ing,

adj., jabber-ing-ly, adv.

jabiru, n., a large stork of South America. — Sp.

jabiru, fr. Tupi jabiru.

jaborandi, n., the dried leaflets of S. American

shrubs of the genus Pilocarpus.— Port., fr. Tupi

yahorandi.

jabot, n., frill of a shirt. — P., 'crop, maw; frill

of a shirt', prob. rel. to F. gaver, 'to cram,

gorge', OProven?. gava, 'crop, maw'. See jaw.

jacamar, n., an insectivorous bird of tropical

America. — F., erroneously formed by the

French naturalist, Comte Georges-Louis Le-

clerc Buffon {1707-88) fr. Tupi jacamd-ciri.

jacana, n., a S. American wading bird resembling

the rail. — Port, jafana, fr. Tupi yasana.

jacaranda, n., a tropical American tree. — Port.

jacarandd, fr. Tupi yacarartdd.

jacinth, n. — ME. iacynth, iacinth, fr. OF. ia-

cinthe (F. jacinthe), fr. L. hyacinthus, fr. Gk.

xihay^oQ. See hyacintli.

Jack, masc. PN. — Familiar form of John, but

derived fr. OF. Jaques (F. Jacques), fr. Late L.

Jacdbus, for earlier Jacobus, fr. Gk. fr. Heb.

YadqSbh, 'Jacob'. See Jacob and cp. next word.

jack, n., i) fellow; 2) knave in playing-cards;

3) the male of certain animals; 4) a small flag;

5) the name of various machines, vessels and

devices. — Fr. prec. word. For the use of proper

names to form names of vessels cp. Jeroboam,

toby.

jack, n., i) a sleeveless coat ; 2) a vessel for liquor.

— OF. jaque, 'sleeveless coat', fr. Jacques,

'Jack', a nickname given to the French peasant

in the T4th century, for this kind of garment

was used especially by the peasants of that era.

See Jack and cp. Bloch-Wartburg, DELF.,

p. 333 s.v. jaquette. Cp. also jacket. For sense

development cp. jacquerie.

jack, n., an East Indian tree (Artocarpus inte-

grifolia). — Port, jaca, fr. Malayalam chakka,

lit. 'something round', fr. OI. cakrdh, 'wheel,

circle', which is cogn. with Gk. x'jkXoc;, 'ring,

circle'. See cycle and words there referred to

and cp. esp. chukker, hackery,

jackal, n. — Turk, chagdl, fr. Pers. shaghdl, fr.

01. frgdldfi, lit. 'the howler*.

jackanapes, n., i) a monkey (archaic); 2) an im-

pertinent, conceited fellow, a coxcomb. — Fr.

Jack a Napes = Jack o'Napes, Jack ofNapes, =
'a monkey from Naples (in Italy)'.

jackaroo, n., a new apprentice on a sheep farm

in Australia (slang), — A blend of Jack and

(kang)aroo.

jackass, n., a male ass. — Compounded of jack,

'male of animals', and ass.

Derivative: jackass, intr. v., to ride a jackass.

jackass copal, Zanzibar copal. — Corruption of

chakazi copal, fr. Zanzibar chakdzi, chakazzi.

jackdaw, n. — Compounded of jack, 'male of

animals', and daw.

jacket, n. — OF. jaquet (F. jaquette), dimin. of

jaque. See jack, 'a sleeveless coat', and -et.

jack rabbit, a long eared American hare. —
Short for jackass rabbit; so called in allusion

to its long ears. Cp. its earlier names mule-eared

rabbit, mule rabbit.

Jacksonia, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bot.) — Named after the English botanist

George Jackson. For the ending see suff. -ia.

Jacob, l) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, one of the

patriarchs, son of Isaac and Rebecca and father

of the founders of the twelve tribes. — Late L.

Jacdbus, fr. Gk. 'laKojio?, fr. Heb. Ya'dqibh,

lit. 'one that takes by the heel', a derivative of

'dqSbh, 'heel', whence 'dqdbh, 'he followed nt

the heel, he overreached, circumvented', whi '

is rel. to Aram, 'iqbd, Akkad. iqbu, 'heel; trace,

mark', Arab, 'dqib, 'heel', 'iqba'', 'mark, trace,

sign', 'dqaba, 'he followed (at the heel), suc-

ceeded'. Cp. Jack, jack, 'sleeveless coat'. Jaco-

bin, jacobus, jacquery, jakes, James.

Jacobin, n., i) a Dominican friar; 2) a member of

the political club of the Jacobins. — F., fr. ML.
Jacoblnus, fr. L. Jacdbus [see Jacob and -ine

(representing L. -inus)]. The Dominican friars

are so called because their first convent in Paris

was established in the rue St. Jacques (= St.

James Street). As a political term, the word

Jacobin refers to the fact that (after Oct. 6, 1 789)

the club of the Jacobins used to meet in the

monastery of the Jacobins in the rue St.

Honore.

Derivatives: Jacobin, Jacobin-ic, Jacobin-ic-al,

adjs., Jacobin-ic-al-ly, adv., Jacobin-ism, n., Ja-

cobin-ize, tr. v., Jacohin-iz-ation, n.

jacobin, n., a kind of pigeon. — F. jacobine, fem.

form oijacobin, 'Jacobin, Dominican' ; so called

because the neck-feathers resemble a monk's

cowl.

Jacobite, n., an adherent of James II after his ab-

dication (English hist) — Formed with subst.

suff. -ite fr. Late L. Jacdbus, 'Jacob, James'. For

the etymology of the name see Jacob. Cp. next

word.

Derivatives: jacobit-ical, adj., Jacobit-ism, n.
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jacobus, n., an English gold coin. -— From Latin

Jacobus, 'James' (see Jacob); so called because

struck during the reign of James I.

jaconet, n., a kind of soft white cotton fabric. —
Corruption of Jagannath, name of a town in

Bengal, where it was first manufactured. For

the meaning of the name see Juggernaut.

Jacquard, n. — Short for Jacquard apparatus,

Jacquard fabric, Jacquard loom, etc. Named
after the French inventor Joseph Jacquard

(1752-1834).

jacquerie, n., peasants' revolt, esp. revolt of the

French peasants in 1358. — V. jacquerie, prop.

'rising of peasants', fr. Jacques, a contemptuous

name given by the nobles to the French peasant.

See jack, 'sleeveless coat' and -ery.

jactitation, n., restlessness {med.); assertion of a

false claim Qaw). — ML. jactitdtio, gen. -onis,

(t. jaclitdtus, pp. oijactitdre, 'to toss about', fr.

L. jactus, pp. of jacere, 'to throw, cast, hurl'.

See jet, 'to spirt forth', and -ation.

jade, n., a kind of silicate. — F. lejade, fr. earlier

Vejade, fr. Sp. {piedra de) ijada, 'stone for curing

pains in the side', a derivative of L. Ilia, 'the

flanks'. See iliac.

jade, n., a worn-out horse.— ME., fr. O^.jalda,

'mare', whence also dial. Swed. jdldd, 'mare'.

Derivatives; jade, tr. v., to make a jade of (a

horse); to make weary; intr. v., to become

weary; jad-ed, adj., jad-ed-ly, adv., jad-ed-ness,

n., jad-ish, adj., jad-ish-ly, adv., jad-ish-ness, n.

jadeite, n., a variety of jade {mineral.) — Formed

with subst. suff. -ite fr. jade, 'a kind of silicate'.

jadoo, jadu, n., conjuring, magic. — Pers.-Hind.

jdda, fr. 01. ydtuh, 'magic, sorcery', prob. mean-

ing lit. 'a going against', from the stem oiydti,

ydte, 'goes, moves, proceeds ; advances, marches

against (the enemy)', fr. I.-E. base *yd-, en-

largement of base *ei-, 'to go'. See janitor and

cp. jaun and the second element in Rathayatra.

jaeger, n., a sharpshooter. — G. Jdger, 'hunter',

fr. jagerj, 'to hunt', fr. MHG. jagen, fr. OHG.
jagon, which is rel. to OFris. jagia, Du. jagen, 'to

hunt'. ON. jaga, 'to drive; to move to and fro',

orig. 'to hunt', is a MLG. loan word. Cp. yager,

yacht, yaw.

jaeger, n., a flannel coat. — Named after Jdger,

professor at Stuttgart, who emphasized the

hygienic value of flannel clothing.

Jael, n., the wife of Heber the Kenite, who killed

Sisera with a tent nail (Judges 4: 17-22). — Heb.

Yd'il, lit. 'wild goat'. See jaal goat.

jag, n., a tooth; a notch. — Prob. of imitative

origin.

Derivatives: /a^, tr. \.,jagg-ed, ad)., jagg-ed-ly,

adv., jagg-ed-ness, n.,jagg-y, nd]., jagg-er, n.

Jagannath, n. — See Juggernaut.

jagat, n., moving beings {Hinduism). — OI. jdgat,

'moving', participial formation from the base

of 01. jigdti, 'goes', Aor. dgdt, 'went', which is

cogn. with Lett, gdju. Ok. g^igv. Dor. gpov,

<T ..,.„»• nir a/.(..ci •tn aoV fr. I.-E. base

*gKem-, 'to go, to come'. See come and cp. the

first element in Juggernaut,

jaggery, n., coarse dark brown sugar. — Angli-

cized fr. Hind, jdgri, fr. OI. sdrkard, sarkarah,

'sugar'. Accordingly jaggery is prop, a doublet

of sugar (q.v.)

jaghire, jagheer, jagir, n., an assignment of land

as an annuity {India). — Pers. jdgir, lit. 'place-

holding', compounded of jd, 'place', and gir,

'holding'.

jaghiredar, jagheerdar, jagirdar, n., the holder

of a jaghire {India) — Formed fr. prec. word

and the Persian sufl". -ddr, 'holder, possessor'.

See aumildar and cp. words there referred to.

jaguar, n. — Tupi yaguara, a name denoting any

larger beast of prey. In its modem zoological

sense (= Felis onca) the name jaguar was first

used by the French naturalist Comte Georges-

Louis Leclerc Buffon (1707-88).

Jah, n., the Lord. — Heb. Ydh, shortened form

of the Tetragrammaton. Cp. the second ele-

ment in halleluyah. Cp. also the second element

in Elijah and in words there referred to.

jaU, gaol, n. — ME. jaile, gail, fr. OF. jaiole (F.

geole), fr. VL. caveola, dimin. of L. cavea, 'cage'.

See cage.

Derivatives : Jail, gaol, tr. v., jail-er, gaol-er, n.

Jain, n., an adherent of a non-Brahmanic sect

in India. — Hind. Jaina, fr. OI. Jainah, 'of a

Buddha', fr. jinah, 'hero, saint', which is rel. to

jdyati, 'conquers', jaydh, 'victory', jindti, 'over-

comes, i\i\id\xt%\jyd,jid, 'superior iotK'yjydydn,

'mightier', jyesfhdh, jyesthah, 'mightiest', and

cogn. with Gk. ^ta, 'force, might, violence'.

Cp. the second element in Zenobia.

Derivatives: Jain-ism, n., Jain-ist, n.

Jakes, n., a privy {archaic). - Fr. F. Jacques,

'Jack'. See Jack,

jalop, n., root of a Mexican plant {Exogonium

jalapa), used as a purgative. — F., fr. Sp.jalapa,

fr. Jalapa for Xalapa, a town in Mexico.

jalousie, n., a window shutter made with slats. —
F., lit. 'jealousy'. See jealousy.

Derivative : jalousi-ed, adj

.

jalpaite, n., a cupriferous argentite {mineral.) —
Named after Jalpa in Mexico. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

jam, also jamb, tr. and intr. v., to press tightly.

— Prob. a variant of champ.

Derivative : yam, n., congestion; crush.

jam, n., conserved fruit.— Prob. fr. jam, 'to press

tightly', and orig. meaning 'fruit pressed to-

gether'.

Jamaica. — Short for Jamaica rum.

jamb, n., sidepost. — F.jambe, fr. Late L. gamba,

'leg'. See gamb and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also enjambment.

jamb, V. — See jam, v.

jamboo, jambool, jambul, n., the Java plum; the

rose apple. — Hind, jambu, 'the rose apple', fr.

01. Jambuii, jambilf, which is prob. of non-

Aryan origin.
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jamboree, n., gathering (esp. of boyscouts). —
Of Hindu origin; introduced by Rudyard

Kipling (1865-1936).

James, masc. PN. — Late L. Jacdmus, altered

fr. Jacdbus. See Jacob and cp. jimmy.

jamesonite, n., a lead antimony sulfide {mineral.)

— Named after Professor Robert Jameson of

Edinburgh (1774-1854), who analyzed it. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

jampan, also jompon, n., a kind of sedan {India).

— BengaU jhapdn, fr. Hind, japdn, jhappdn, fr.

j8p, 'a cover'.

Jane, fem. PN. — F. Jeanne, fr. OF. Jehane, fr.

ML. Johanna, Joanna. See Joan and cp. Jean,

fem. PN. Cp. also demijohn, jenny.

Jane, n., a small Genoese coin. — OF. Jane, fr.

ML. Jdnua, 'Genoa'. Cp. L. Genua, whence It.

Genova, F. Genes.

Janet, fem. PN. — A dimin. of Jane (q.v.)

jangada, n., a kind of catamaran. — Port., fr.

Malayalam canndtam, fr. OI. samghdtah, 'a

joining together of timber, union'.

jangar, n., a raft. — Yori. jangada. See prec. word.

jangle, intr. and tr. v. — ME.janglen, 'to chatter,

quarrel', fr. OF. jangler, 'to chatter', which is

of Teut. origin. Cp. MDu. jangelen, Du. jen-

gelen, 'to whine', dial. G. jangeln, 'to speak in

a whining manner", 'which are prob. imitative.

Cp. jingle.

Derivatives: /a«g^/-e'-, n., jangl-ing, n.

jangle, n. ~ ME., fr. OF. jangle, fr. jangler. See

jangle, v.

Janissary, n. — See Janizary,

janitor, n., doorkeeper, porter. — L., formed

with suff. -tor fr. jdnus, 'a covered passage, ar-

cade', which is of uncertain origin. It is perh.

cogn. with 01. ydnah (masc), 'path', (neut.),

'a going', ydti, Avestic yditi, 'goes, travels',

Avestic ydh-, 'crisis, decision', Toch. A yd, 'he

went', Hitt. iya-, 'to walk, go', Lith. joju, joti,

Lett, jdju, jdt, 'to ride', OSlav. jadp, *jati

{whencejachati), 'to travel'. The underlying base

*yd- represents an enlargement of base *ei-,

'to go', for which see itinerate. Cp. January,

Janus. Cp. also jadoo, jaun and the second ele-

ment in Rathayatra.

Derivatives: the nouns janitor-ess, janitr-ess,

janitr-ix (which all mean 'female janitor'),and

the adj. janitor-ial.

Janizary, also Janissary, n. — Fr. janissaire, fr.

It. giannizzero, fr. Turk, yehi-cheri, lit. 'new

troops', name of the troops formed in 1362 from

slaves and prisoners of war, fr. yehi, 'new', and

cheri, 'troops'.

jannock, adj., genuine, candid, frank {dial.) —
Of uncertain origin.

Jansenism, n., the doctrine of Cornells Jansen,

bishop of Ypres (i585-i638)- For the ending

see suff. -ism.

Jansenist, n., an adherent of Jansenism. — See

prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: jansenist-ic, adj.

jargon

Janthina, n., a genus of pelagic snails {zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. ianthinus, 'violet blue', fr. Gk.

lav^ivo?, which is compounded of ?ov, 'violet',

and ihi&oc,, 'flower'. See iolite, anther and -ine

(representing Gk. -Evo?).

January, n. — L. Jdnudrius {mensis), 'tKe month

dedicated to Jdnus. See Janus and -ary.

Janus, n., ancient Italian god of doors and gates,

entrances and beginnings; represented with two

faces. — L. Jdnus, personification of jdnus,

'arched passage, arcade', whence jdnua, 'door'.

See janitor and cp. January.

Jap, adj. and n. — Colloquial abbreviation for

Japanese.

Japan, n. — Chinese Jih-pun (corresponding to

Jap. Ni-pon), 'sunrise', formed fr. jih (resp. Jap.

ni), 'sun', and pun (resp. Jap. pan), 'origin'.

japan, n., a hard kind of varnish. — Fr. prec.

word; so called because this varnish was orig.

used in Japan.

Derivative : ;apan, tr. v., to lacquer with japan.

Japanese, adj. and n. — Formed fr. Japan with

suif. -ese.

Japanesque, adj., in the Japanese style. — A
hybrid formed fr. Japan with suff'. -esque.

jape, intr. v., to joke, jest.— Prob. a blend of OF.

gaber, 'to mock', and OF. japer (F. japper), 'to

yelp'.

Derivatives : yope, n.,jap-er, n.,jap-ery, n.

Japheth, n., the youngest of the three sons of

Noah {Bible). — L Japheth, fr. Gk. 'lanfiQ; fr.

Heb. Yepheth, lit. 'enlargement' (see Gen.

9:27), fr. Hiph'il (= causative) form of stem

p-t-h (prop, p-t-y), 'to be wide, spacious', and

rel. to Aram.-Syr. p'thd, pHhl, 'was wide,

spacious', Bibl.-Aram. pHhdy, Aram, puthyd,

Syr. pHhdyd, 'width". Cp. lapetus.

Derivatives: Japhet-ic, adj. and n., Japhet-ide,

adj. and n., Japheth-ite, adj. and n.

Japonic, adj., Japanese. — Formed with suff. -ic

fr. F. Japon, 'Japan'. See Japan,

japonica, n., the camelia; the Japanese quince. —
ModL., lit. 'Japanese', fr. Japonia, 'Japan'. See

Japan,

jar, intr. and tr. v., to make a harsh, creaking

noise. — Prob. of imitative origin. Cp. ajar,

'out of harmony', nightjar.

Derivatives :;'a/-, n., a harsh noix,jarr-ing, adj.,

jarr-ing-ly, adv.

jar, n., a vessel of earthenware, glass or stone. —
F. jarre, fr. OProven?. jarra, fr. Arab, jdrra",

'a large earthen vessel' (whence also Sp. jarra.

It. giarra).

Derivative: /flr-/«/, adj.

jardiniere, n., an ornamental flower stand. — F.,

prop. fem. oijardinier, 'of the garden', h.jardin,

'garden' (used as a noun, jardinier means 'gar-

dener'). See garden and cp. Jordan almond,

jargon, n., confused speech. — OF., 'chatter,

warbling', from the same base as E. gargle. This

base means lit. 'to make noise with the throat'.

See gargle, gurgle.
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Derivative : jargon-ize, intr. and tr. v.

jargon, also jargoon, n., a variety of zircon. —
F., fr. Port, zarcao, fr. Arab, zarqttn, 'minium',

ult. fr. Pers. zargiin, 'gold-colored', compound of

zar, 'gold' (see arsenic), and giin- 'color', which

is rel. to Avestic gaona-, 'color'. Cp. zircon.

jargonelle, n., an early variety of pear. — F.,

dimin. of prec. word; so called from its color.

jarl, n., a Scandinavian chieftain. — ON. y'ar/,

'a man of noble birth, chief. See earl.

jarool, n., the tree Lagerstroemia reginae. —
Hind, jarul.

jarosite, n., a potassium iron sulfate {mineral.) —
Named after Barranco Jaroso, Almeria, Spain.

For the ending see subst. suif. -ite.

jarrah, n., a eucalypt of Australia (Eucalyptus

marginata). — From Australian native name.

jarvey, n., a cabdriver. — From Jarvey or Jervis,

name of a Dublin driver who lived in the i8th

century.

jasey, also jary, a wig, esp. a wig of worsted. —
Orig. the word meant a wig made of Jersey

yarn, jasey being a corruption of Jersey.

Jasione, n., a genus of plants, the sheep's bit

(6of.) — ModL., fr. Gk. JSctkovt), 'bindweed', fr.

loLaiq, 'healing', fr. taa&ai, 'to heal'. See iatric

and cp. 1st Jason.

jasmine, jasmin, n. — F. jasmin, fr. Arab, ydsa-

min, fr. Pers. ydsemin. Cp. jessamine, Gelsemium.

Jason, n., son of Aeson and famous leader of the

Argonauts in Greek mythology. — L. Jason, fr.

Gk. 'Macov, which is prob. rel. to laaS^ai, 'to

heal'. See iatric and cp. Jasione.

Jason, masc. PN. — Gk. 'Ectowv, Eiaacov, Gre-

cized forms of Heb. Y^hoshtia', YeshCia'; see

Joshua. The name Jason was in frequent use

among Hellenistic Jews, and it occurs occasion-

ally in modern times; it should not be confused

with Jason, the equivalent of the Greek name
'Mctcov (see Jason, 'leader of the Argonauts'),

with which it is only connected inasmuch as the

latter influenced the Greek transliteration of

Hebrew YeshOa'.

jasper, n., an opaque variety of quartz. — ME.
iaspre, fr. OF. jaspe, jaspre, fr. L. iaspis, fr. Gk.
iaa-Kic,, 'jasper', which is of Sem. origin. Cp.

\i(:h. ydsh'phc'^ , Akkad. yashupH, ashpit, 'jasper'.

Jasper, masc. PN. — A name of Persian origin.

Jas-per lit. means 'treasure holder'. The first

element of this compound name is traceable to

Per&.ganj, 'treasure'. See genizah and cp. Caspar.

Jataka, n., a birth story of Gautama Buddha. —
OI. jdtakah, 'begotten by; birth', fr. jdtdh,

'bom; son', whichiscogn. withL.^na/u.s, 'bom',

Gk. -yv7)T0(; (in compounds), 'bora', fr. I.-E.

base gen-, 'to beget, bear, bring forth, produce',

whence also L. gignere, 'to beget, bear, bring

forth', genus, 'birth, descent, origin'. See genus

and cp. words there referred to.

Jatropha, n., a genus of plants of the spurge

family {bot.)— ModL., inaccurately formed by
the Swedish botanist Carolus Linnaeus (1717-

83) fr. Gk. taTp6;, 'healer, physician' (see iatric),

and TpocpY), 'food, nutrition' (see trophic).

jaun, n., a small palankin. — Bengali jdn, ydn,

fr. 01. ydnalf (masc.), 'path', (neut.), 'a going'.

See janitor and cp. the second element in Ratha-

yatra.

jaundice, n. — Formed with intrusive d fr. OF.
jaunice, jaunisse (F. jaunisse), fr. jaune, 'yellow',

fr. L. galbinus, 'greenish yellow', which is rel.

to galbanus, 'yellow', prop, 'having the color of

galbanum', fr. galbanum, name of a yellowish

gum resin. See galbanum and suff. -ice (repre-

senting L. -itia). For the so-called inorganic d
in jaundice cp. gender, sound, 'noise', thunder.

Deri'.'ative : jaundice, tr. v.

jaunt, intr. v., to make a short pleasure journey;

n., a short pleasure journey. — Of uncertain

origin.

jaunty, adj., careless, sprightly. — Earlier yon/ee,

janty, fr. F. gentil. See gentle.

Derivatives : 7aMn/i-/y, adv., jaunti-ness, n.

jaup, intr. and tr. v., to splash (Scot, and N. of
England). — Of imitative origin.

javali, n., the collared peccary. — Amer. Sp.

javali, fr. Sp.jabali, 'wild boar', fr. Arab, jabalf,

'pertaining to the mountains, inhabitant of

mountains', adj., formed fr. jdbal, 'mountain',

which is rel. to Heb. g^bhul, 'frontier, bound-

ary', orig. 'earth wall or mountain serving as

boundary'. Cp. Bible and the first element in

Gibraltar.

javelin, n., a light spear. — F. javeline, of Gaul,

origin. Cp. Olr. gabul, W. gafl, 'fork', W. gaf-

lach, 'feathered spear', and see gable.

Derivative : javelin, tr. v.

jaw, n. — ME. jawe, jowe, fr. OF. (= F.) joue,

'cheek, jaw', fr. VL. *gauta, which is prob. a

contraction of *gavita, fr. *gabita, fr. pre-Latin

*gaha, 'gorge, jaw, goiter', whence also F. gaver,

'to cram, gorge', OProven?. gava, 'crop, maw'

;

prob. influenced in form by jowl. Cp. jabot.

Derivative: jaw, intr. v., to talk (slang); tr. v.,

to scold (tr. v.)

jawab, n., an answer; a building corresponding

to, or imitating, another. — Hind, jawdb, fr.

Arab, jawdb, 'answer', which is rel. to ajdba,

jdwaba, 'he answered'.

jay, n. — ME., fr. OF. iay, gay (F. geai), fr. Late

L. gaius, a word of imitative origin. The word

gaius arose from the attempt of rendering the

natural sound gau, gai made by this bird, but

was assimilated in form to the Latin PN. Gains.

Cp. L. titus, 'blue rock', lucius, 'pike' (see luce),

which come from Latin PN"s. Cp. also the

French bird names martinet, sansonnet, pierrot,

which all derive from PN's. Cp. also E. martin,

a kind of swallow.

jazerant, n., armor made of small overlapping

metal plates.— ME. jesseraunt, fr. OF. jaseran,

jaserenc, jazerene, fr. Sp. jacerina, fr. Arab.

Jazd'ir, 'Algerian', fr. al-Jazd'lr, 'Algiers', lit.

'(the) islands', pi. of Jazfrcfi, 'island'.
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jazz, n., l) a kind of syncopated music; 2) dance

to this music. — An Amer. Negro word of W.

African origin. Derivatives : jazz, tr. and intr.

v., jazz-er, n., jazz-y, adj.

jealous, adj. — ME. jalous, gelus, fr. OF. gelos

(F. jaloux), fr. ML. zeldsus, fr. Late L. zelus,

'zeal'. See zeal and -ous and cp. zealous, which

is a doublet ol jealous.

Derivatives: jealous-ly, adv., jealous-ness, n.

jealousy, n. — OF. gelosie (F. jalousie), fr. gelos,

'jealous'. See prec. word and -y (representing

OF. and F. -ie).

Jean, masc. PN. — The French equivalent of

Johri. Cp. jennetuig.

Jean, fem. PN. — Equivalent of Jane,

jean, n., a strong cotton fabric. — OF. (= F.)

Genes, Genoa, city in Italy. Cp. Jane, 'a Genoese

coin'.

jeans, n. pi., trousers. — Fr. jean,

jecoral, adj., pertaining to the liver (anat.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. jecur, gen. je-

coris, 'liver', which is cogn. with OI. ydkrt, Gk.

^Ttap, 'liver'. See hepatic,

jeep, n., a small rugged automobile. — Prob.

contraction of gee pee, i.e. GP, the initials of

General Purpose (Car).

jeer, intr. and tr. v., to mock. — Of uncertain

origin. Derivative :yeer,n., derision.

jeers, n. pi., a combination of tackles for hoisting

and lowering the lower yards (naut.) — Of un-

known origin.

Jeffersonia, n., a genus of plants, the twinleaf

(bol.) — ModL., named after Thomas Jefferson

(1743-1826), third president of the United

States of America. For the ending see suff. -ia.

jefTersonite, n., a variety of pyroxene (mineral.)

— Named after Thomas Jefferson. See prec.

word and subst. suff. -ite.

jehad, n. — See jihad.

Jehovah, n., an erroneous transliteration of the

Tetragrammaton, first used in 151 8 by Peter

Gallatin, confessor of Pope Leo X; formed

through the addition of the vowel points of

Adondy, 'my Lord', to the consonants forming

the Tetragrammaton.

jehu, n., a fast, skillful driver. — Fr. Jehu, king

of Israel, with reference to II Kings 9: 20. "The

driving is like the driving of Jehu, the son of

Nimshi; for he driveth furiously".

jejune, adj., l) barren; 2) dull, dry. — L. jejunus,

'fasting, hungry; barren, unproductive', of

obscure origin. Cp. next word. Cp. also de-

jeuner, dine.

Derivative : >£/««£-/>', Sid\. ,
jejune-ness, n.

jejunum, n., the second part of the small intestine

(anat.) — Medical L., fr. L. jejunus, 'fasting'

(see prec. word), translation of Gk. vyjotk;, a

name given to the second part of the small in-

testine by the Greek physician Claudius Galen

(cca, 130-cca 200), because he thought it was

always found empty after death.

leDy. n. — Fr. earlier gelly, fr. F. gelee, 'frost.

jeremiad

jelly', fr. L. getdta, fem. pp. oigeldre, 'to freeze,

stiffen', used as a noun, fr. gela, 'frost'. See gelid

and cp. gelatin, galantine.

Derivatives :ye//>', tr. \.,jelli-ed, adj.

jemadar, n., a native officer in the Indian army,

corresponding to the lieutenant in the English

army. — Hind, jama'ddr, lit. 'the holder of a

body of men', fr. Pers. jamd'at, 'a body of

men', and -ddr, 'holder, possessor'. The first

element is borrowed fr. Arab, jamd'a'^, 'a body

of men, troop', fr. jdma'a, 'he gathered together'

whence also jum'a", 'union; week', yaum al-

jiim'ati, 'Friday', lit. 'the day of gathering' ; cp.

jumma. For the second element see aumildar

and cp. words there referred to.

Jemima, l) fem. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, one of Job's

daughters. — Heb. Y^mimd", lit. 'dove'; rel. to

Arab, yamdma'^, 'dove'.

jemmy, n., burglar's short crowbar. — Formed

fr. Jimmy, Jemmy, popular variants of James,

jennet, n., a small Spanish horse. — F. genet, fr.

Sp. jinete, 'a light horseman', fr. Arab. Zandta^

(in vulgar pronunciation Zendta), name of a

Berber tribe famous for its horsemen.

jenneting, n., a kind of eariy apple. — Formed

with subst. suff. -ing fr. F. Jeannet, dimin. of

Jean (see Jean, masc. PN.); so called because

supposed to be ripe about St. John's Day,

June 24.

jenny, n., a locomotive crane. — Dimin. form

of the name Jane,

jeopard, tr. v., to put in jeopardy. — Back for-

mation fr. jeopardy.

Derivatives: jeopard-er, n., jeopard-ous, adj.,

jeopard-ous-ly, adv., jeopard-ous-ness, n.

jeopardy, n., hazard, danger. — ME. jeparti, ju-

parti, fr. OF. jeu parti, 'split game, even game

or chance', fr. jeu, 'game' (fr. L. jocus, 'jest'),

and parti, pp. ofpartir, 'to divide' (fr. L. partire,

of s.m., fr. pars, gen. partis, 'part'). See joke

and part, v. and n.

Derivatives: jeopard (q.v.), jeopard-ize, tr. v.,

jeopardy, tr. v.

Jephthah, n., a judge of Israel (Bible). — Gk.

'Iscp&ae, fr. Heb. Yiphtdh, lit. 'God opens', im-

perf. of pdthdh, 'he opened', whence pethah,

'opening, entrance, doorway', miphtdh, 'open-

ing', maphti'^h, 'key' (lit. 'opening instrument'),

rel. to Aram.-Syr. ;7*//ia/i, Arab, fdtaha, Ethiop.

fatdha, 'he opened', Akkad. pita, patu, 'to

open'.

jequirity, n., i) the Indian licorice plant; 2) its

seeds (Abrus abrus), used in medicine. — F. je-

quirity, fr. Port, jeqiiiriti, which is of uncertain,

possibly Indian, origin.

jerboa, n., a mouselike jumping rodent. —
ModL., fr. Arab, yarbd'.

jereed, jerid, n., javelin used in Mohammedan

countries. — Arab, jari'd, which orig. meant 'a

leafless palmbranch'.

jeremiad, n., lamentation, tale of woe. — F. jere-

miade, fr. Jeremie, fr. Late L. Jeremias (see Jere-
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miah and -ad); so called in allusion to the

Lamentations of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah, i) masc. PN.; 2) the great Hebrew
prophet whose activity extended from 626 to

586 B.C.E.; the Book of Jeremiah. — Late L.

Jeremias, fr. Heb. Yirm^ya'', shortened fr.

Yirm^ydhu, which is prob. compounded of

rdmd'^, 'he cast, threw', and a shortened form
of the Tetragrammaton, and accordingly

means 'the Lord casts' or 'the Lord founds'.

For rdmd'^ = 'he founded', see S. Kraus, Pales-

tine Exploration Quarterly, 1945, p. 23. Several

scholars explain Yirm^yd'' in the sense oiyarim-

yah, 'the Lord exahs', or of yarHm-yah, 'the

Lord is exalted'. For the second element in the

name Jeremiah see Elijah and cp. words there

referred to.

Jeremy, n., a form of the name Jeremiah. — F.

Jeremie, fr. Late L. Jeremias. See Jeremiah.

jerk, tr. and intr. v., to move suddenly; n., a
sudden movement. — Prob. of imitative

origin.

Derivatives: jerk-y, adj., jerk-i-ly, adv., jerk-

i-ness, n.

jerk, tr. v., to dry meat. — Anglicized fr. S. Am.
Sp. charquear, 'to dry meat', fr. Peruv. charqui.

See charqui.

jerkin, n., a jacket. — Of uncertain origin.

Jeroboam, name of two kings in Israel {Bible) —
Heb. Ydrobh'dm, lit. meaning 'let the people in-

crease', fr. ydrShh, 3rd person sing, imperf. of

base r-b-b, 'to become many, to increase', and
'am, 'people'. For the first element see rabbi,

for the second see Amhaarez. See Martin Noth,
Die israelitischen Personennamen im Rahmen
der gemeinsemitischen Namengebung, 206, and
G. Buchanan Gray, Studies in Hebrew Proper
Names, 59.

Jeroboam, n., a large wine bottle {slang). — From
prec. word, in allusion to I Kings, 11:28 "a
mighty man in Israel", and 14:16 "who made
Israel to sin".

Jerome, masc. PN. — F. Jerome, fr. L. Hiero-

nymus, fr. Gk. 'lepoivuixoi;, lit. 'holy name',

compounded of tep6;, 'holy', and Svujjlqc, dia-

lectal form of 6w\j.a, 'name'. For the first ele-

ment see hiero-, for the second see name and
cp. onomato-.

Jerry, masc. PN. — A popular form of Jeremy.

jerry, n., i) a machine for shearing cloth; 2)

chamber pot. — Fr. prec. word.

jerry-built, adj., built poorly; flimsy. — The first

element of this word is prob. a blend of the

adjective jury, 'temporary' (cp. jury-mast, jury-

rigged), and of the name Jerry.

Derivative: jerry-build-er, n.

jersey, n., a kind of knitted or woven garment. ^
Named from one of the Channel Islands. Cp.
jasey.

Jerusalem, n. — Gk. "lEpouaaXTfj(x, fr. Heb. Y'rii-

shdldyim, lit. 'foundation of peace', fr. base of
yard'', 'he threw, cast', and shaldm, 'peace'.

Heb. yard''' in the above sense is rel. to Ethiop.
wardwa, 'he threw', ModArab. wdrra, of s.m.

For sense development cp. Akkad. nadu ushshe,

Gk. PaXXeufl-ai. iKotu, L. fundamenta jacere, 'to

lay the foundations'. Cp. Shalom, the ancient

Heb. name of Jerusalem. Cp. also Aram. Y'ra-

shHim, Akkad. Ursalimmu .(in the Tell El-

Amama Tablets: Urusalim), Arab. Orishalam,

Gk. 'Icpoa6Xu[Aa, 'Jerusalem' (see Hierosolyma).

For the second element in Heb. Y'rHshdldyim

see Shalom.

Jerusalem artichoke. — Folk etymological alter-

ation of It. girasole, 'sun flower'. See girasol.

Jeshurun, n., poetic name of Israel. — Heb.
Y^shUrun, prop, 'the righteous people', deno-
minated fr. ydshir = ydshdr, 'straight, right,

upright', which derives fr. ydshdr, 'was smooth,
straight, right', whence also ySsher, 'straight-

ness, uprightness', meshdr, 'evenness, upright-

ness, equity', mishSr, 'uprightness, level place,

plains'; rel. to Aram, meshrd, 'level place',

Arab, ydsara, 'was gentle, tractable, easy',

ydsar, 'tractable, easy', Akkad. esheru, 'to be
straight or right,' mesharu, 'justice'; cp. Sharon.
The defective writing of the first u in Y^shurun
(with qubbdtz inst. of with shdreq) does not
affect its quantity, and is due to the tendency
to avoid the scriptio plena in two successive

syllables.

Jess, n., a short strap fastened round the leg of
a hawk {falconry) — ME. ges, fr. OF. ges, gies,

pi. of get, giet (F. jet), 'a throwing', lit. 'that

which is thrown', fr. L.jactus, pp. oi jacere, 'to

throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth'.

Derivative: /mj, tr. v.

jessamine, n., jasmine. — MF. jassemin; a var.

of jasmine (q.v.)

Jesse, i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, father of
David. — L., fr. Gk. 'letTaat, fr. Heb. Ylshdy,

which is of uncertain etymology.

Jessica, fem. PN. — Late L. Jesca (Gen. 1 1 : 29),

fr. Gk. 'IsCTxa (Septuagint I.e.), fr. Heb. Yiskd",

name of a daughter of Haran.

jest, n. — Lit. 'a deed, exploit', fr. ME. geste,

jeste, fr. OF. gesle, 'a deed, exploit', fr. L. gesla,

'deeds, acts', neut. pi. of gestus, pp. of gerere,

'to bear, carry, produce, perform, do', used as a
noun. See gerent and cp. gest, gestation, gesti-

culate, gesture, register.

Derivatives: jest, intr. v., jest-ee, n., jest-er, n.,

jest-ing, n. and adj., jest-ing-ly, adv.

Jesuit, n. — ModL. Jesuita, formed fr. Jesus

with suff. -ite.

Derivatives: Jesuit-ess, n., Jesuit-ic, adj., Jesuit-

ic-al-ly, adv., Jesuit-ish, adj., Jesuit-ism, n.,

Jesuit-ist, n., Jesuit-ize, v., Jesuit-ry, n.

Jesus, n. — L. Jesus, fr. Gk. 'Ir)<iou<;, fr. Heb.
Yesh&a\ later form of Y'hdshPa'. See Joshua.

jet, n., a hard black mineral. — ME. jele, geet,

fr. OF. Jayet (F. jalet, Jais), fr. L. gagdtem, ace.

of gagdtes, fr. Gk. raYi-n)? (scil. Xt&oq), 'jet',

lit. 'stone of GaKa.s (a town and river in LvciaV.
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The exact equivalent of L. gagdtem should have

been *jale. The form jalet is due to change of

suffix.

Derivative: jet, adj., of the color of jet.

jet, intr. and tr. v., to spirt forth. — F. Jeter, 'to

throw', fr. VL. jectdre, fr. L. jactdre, 'to throw,

toss, fling, hurl', freq. oijacere, 'to throw, cast',

which is rel. io jacere, 'to lie', orig. 'to cast one-

self down', and cogn. with Gk. iTjui, i£vat (for

*yi-ye-mi, *yi-ye-nai), 'to send, throw', Hitt.

ijami, 'I make'. Cp. abject, adjective, adjacent,

amice, 'vestment', aphesis, aphetic, catheter, cir-

cumjacent, conjecture, deject, ejaculate, eject,

enema, ephetae, gist, inject, mterject, interjection,

jactitation, jess, jetsam, jettison, jetty, joist, jut,

object, paresis, parget, project, reject, subjacent,

subject, superjacent, synesis, traghetto, trajectory.

Derivative: jet, n., stream, spirt.

Jethro, i)masc.PN.; 2)in the Sift/e, father of Zip-

porah, Moses' wife. — Heb. YithrS, collateral

form of Yether, lit. 'abundance', from base y-t-r,

'to be left over, remain', whence also yothir,

'remainder, excess' (prop, partic. Qal), hothir

(Hiph'Il), 'he left over', yether, 'cord' (lit. 'that

which hangs over'), Aram.-Syr. yathrd, Arab.

wdtar, Ethiop. weter, 'bowstring', Yi^h. yithrSn,

'advantage, profit', Aram. yUthrdnd, 'gain'. Cp.

Martin Noth, Die israelitischen Personennamen

im Rahmen der gemeinsemitischen Namen-

gebung, 193.

jetsam, n., goods thrown overboard to lighten a

ship. — AF. getteson, 'jetsam', corresponding

to OF. getaison, 'a throwing', fr. L. jactdtionem,

ace. ofjactdtid, of s.m., ti. jactdtus, pp. oi jac-

tdre, freq. oijacere, 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt

forth', and cp. next word. The ending oijetsam

was influenced by the Scand. suff. -sam. Cp.

flotsam.

jettison, n., the act of throwing goods overboard

to lighten a ship. — AF. getteson. See prec.

word.

jetton, n., a counter used in gambling.— F.jeton,

'mark, counter', fr. jeter, 'to throw'. See jet, 'to

spirt forth'.

jetty, n., 1) projecting part of a building; 2) a

landing pier. — ME. jetley, fr. OF. getee, jetee,

prop. fem. pp. of geter, jeter (F. jeter), 'to

throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth', and -y (rep-

resenting OF. -e, -ee).

Derivative : jetty, tr. v.

jeu, n., play, game. — F., fr. l..jocus, 'jest, joke'.

See joke.

Jew, n. — ME. Gui, Jui, Jewe, fr. OF. giu, juiu

(F. juif), fr. L. Jadaeus, fr. Gk. 'louSaio;, fr.

Aram. Y^hudhay(a), fr. Heb. H^hUdhi, 'Jew'.

See Judaic and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: Jew-ess, n., Jew-ish, adj., Jewry

(q.v.)

jewel, n. — ME. jowel, juel, fr. OF. joiel, joel,

jouel,juel{F.joyau), fr. VL. *jocdlis, 'that which

causes joy', fr. L. jocus, 'joy*. See joke and

cp. jeu.

Derivatives : jewel, tr. v., jeweler (q.v.), jewelry

(q.v.), jewel{l)-ing, n.

jeweler, jeweller, n. — ME. jueler, joweler, fr.

AV.jueler, corresponding to OP. juelier, ir.juel.

See prec. word and agential suff. -er and cp.

F. joaillier.

jeweh-y, jewellery, n. — ME. juelrie, jowelrie, fr.

OF. juelerie, fr. juelier. See prec. word and -ry,

resp. -ery, and cp. F. joaillerie.

Jewry, n. — OF. juierie (F. juiverie), fr. juiu,

'Jew'. See Jew and -ry.

Jew's harp or jews' harp. — Cp. G. Judenharfe,

which is the exact equivalent of the Englishword

.

Jew's harp is prob. a folk-etymological alteration

of the original name, which is unknown to us.

jezail, juzail, n., a big Afghan rifle. — Pers. ja-

zdil, prob. fr. Arab, jazd'il, broken plural of

jazd, 'big', used as a noun.

Jezebel, n., daughter of Ethbaal, king of Tyre,

and wife of Ahab, king of Israel {Bible); used

to denote a vicious woman. — Heb. Izebhel, a

name of uncertain origin and meaning.

jeziah, jezia, n., poll tax imposed by Moham-
medan law on unbelievers. — Arab, jizya'^, it.

Syr. g^zithd, 'poll tax'. See Fraenkel, Die ara-

maischen Fremdworter im Arabischen, p. 283,

and cp. Arthur Jeffery, Ph. D., The Foreign

Vocabulary of the Qur'an, pp. 101-102.

jhow, jow, n., a tamarisk used for rough basket

making {India). — Hind, jltdu, it. OI. jhdvuh,

jhdvukah, 'Tamarix Indica', which is of un-

certain origin.

jib, intr. v., to swing round (said of a sail, boom,

etc.) — Prob. a variant of jibe, 'to swing round'.

jib, n., a triangular sail. — Prob. fr. prec. word

and orig. meaning 'that which swings from

side to side'.

jib, intr. v., to move restively sideways or back-

ward. — Prob. from figurative use of jib, 'to

swing round'.

Derivative : jibb-er, n.

jib, n., projecting arm of a crane. — Prob. ab-

breviation of gibbet.

jibe, also gybe, intr. v., to swing round; tr. v., to

cause to swing round (said of a fore-and-aft

sail or its boom). — Obsol. Du. gijben, Du.

giipen, rel. to Dan. gibbe, Swed. gippa. Cp. also

jib, 'to swing round'.

jibe, intr. v., to sneer. — See gibe.

jiffy, also jiff, n., a moment; an instant {colhq.)

— Of unknown origin.

jig, intr. and tr. v., to dance. — OF. giguer, 'to

move the shanks, hop, dance', fr. gigue, 'shank;

fiddle', fr. ODu.^^i^a, 'stringed instrument, a kind

of violin', which is rel. to ON. gl^Ju, late OHG.
giga, MHG. gige, G. Geige, 'violin', and to

ON. geiga, 'to move across'. Cp. gigolo, gigot,

gigue.

Derivatives://;?, n., lively dance, jigg-er, n., jigg-

er, tr. v.,jigg-ish, adj., jiggle (q.v.), jigg-y, adj.,

jigg-i-ness, n.

jigger, n., a kind of mite. — A var. of chigger.
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jiggered, adj., a word used in oaths for the sake

of euphemism. — Of uncertain origin.

jiggle, intr. and tr. v. — Freq. of jig (q.v.) For the

ending see freq. suff. -le.

Derivative: y75^/->', adj.

jihad, also jehad, n., religious war against un-

believers. — Arab, jihad, 'contest, war', prop,

inf. ofjdhada, 'he waged war', 3rd conjugation

oijdhada, 'he applied himself to'.

JUl, fem. PN. — A variant of Gill.

jilt, n., a woman who casts off a lover after en-

couraging him. — Prob. fr. obsol. Gillot, dimin.

of Gill (q.v.)

Derivatives :y/7r, tr. \.,jiit-ee, n., jilt-er, n.

Jim Crow, i) discrimination against Negroes

{cotloq.) ; 2) a contemptuous name for a Negro

(slang). — From a Negro song with the refrain

'Wheel about and turn about and jump,

Jim Crow'.

jimmy, n., burglar's crowbar. — From a popular

form of the name James.

Derivative: jimmy, tr. v.

jimp, adj. (Scot, and dial. Engl), 1) slender;

2) scanty. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: jimp-ly, adv., jimp-ness, n.

Jimson weed, a poisonous weed (Datura stra-

monium). — For earlier jimson weed, Jimson

weed, refashioned from Jamestown weed, named

after Jamestown in Virginia.

jingal, also gingal, n., a musket of India, China,

etc. — Hind, janjdl.

jingle, intr. and tr. v. — ME. ginglen, of imitative

origin. Cp. jangle.

Derivatives : yi«^te, n., jingl-er, n., jingl-ing, n.,

jingl-ing, adj., jingl-ing-ly, adv., jingl-y, adj.

jingo, n., a chauvinist. — Possibly corruption of

Jainko, name of the supreme god of the Bas-

ques, from whom the word was brought into

England through the medium of the Basque

soldiers used by Edward I in his Welsh wars.

Derivatives
:
yVn^o, adj., jingo-ish, ad]., jingo-ism,

n., jingo-ist, n., jingo-ist-ic, adj.

jinn, n. — PL of jinnee (q.v.)

jinnee, jinni, n., demon, spirit (Mohammedan
mythology). — Arab, jinnt (pi. jinn), 'spirit,

genie'; in English often confused with genie

(Q-v.)

jinrikisha, jinricksha, n., a two-wheeled vehicle

drawn by a man, used in Japan and China. —
Jap., lit. 'manpower-vehicle', fr. jin, 'man', riki,

'power', and sha, 'vehicle'. The word is usually

shortened to ricksha(w).

jinx, n., hoodoo (slang). — See Jynx.

jirgah. n.. Afghan council of elders.— Ptrs. jarga,

'a ring of men'.

jitney, n., a five-cent piece, a nickel. — Of un-

certain origin.

jiu-jitsu. — See ju-jitsu.

jiva, n., life, the individual soul, vital energy

(Hinduism). — Ol. Jivdh, 'living, alive'; cogn.

with L. vivus, OE. cwicu, 'alive', Gk. p(o<;, 'life'.

See quick and cp. words there referred to.

jnana, n., knowledge (Hinduism). — OI. jndnalf,

'knowledge', from the stem oijdndti, 'he knows',

which is rel. to Avestic zdnditi, of s.m. and cogn.

with Gk. yiyvcbCTKEiv, OL. gnoscere, L. noscere,

OE. cndwan, 'to know'. See can, aux. v., and cp.

words there referred to.

Joab, I) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the chief cap-

tain of David's army. — Late L. Joab, fr. Gk.

'Ifdoip, fr. Heb. Yo'dhh, lit. 'the Lord is (his)

father'. For the first element cp. the PN's Joel,

John, Jonathan, Joshua, for the second see

Aboth and cp. words there referred to.

Joanna, fem. PN. — ML. Johanna, Joanna, fem.

form of ML. Johannes, Joannes. See John and

cp. Jean, fem. PN., Johanna.

job, n., piece of work. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: job, intr. v., to do odd jobs, etc;

tr. v., to hire or to let out for hire (a horse or

carriage), jobb-er, n., jobb-ery, n., jobb-ing, adj.

job, tr. v., to stab, to prod. — ME. jobben, ap-

parently of imitative origin. Cp. jab.

Job, i) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible: a) a man who
endured much suffering with faith and patience;

b) the Book of Job.— Late L. Job, Jobus, fr. Gk.

'Ici|i, fr. Heb. lyySbh, which—according to

several scholars—lit. means 'treated as an

enemy, hated, persecuted', fr. dyydbh, 'he was

hostile to', rel. to ebhd'', 'enmity'. For the pas-

sive sense of the form of the word cp. yillSdh,

'born'. Cp. Niobe. Others explain the name

lyySbh as rel. to Arab, dba, 'he returned', iydb,

'return', awwdb, 'repentant' ; accordingly lyySbh

would mean 'the penitent one'. See J.Hastings,

A Dictionary of the Bible, II 660-661. Cp. the

first element in jobbernowl.

jobbernowl, n., a foolish person. — A compound

of F. jobard, 'fool', and ME. nol, 'head'. F.

jobard is a derivative of OF. jobe, 'patient fool',

fr. Job, the great sufferer of the Bible whose

afflictions were increased by the reproachful

'consolations' of his friends. See Job. For the

second element see noil.

Jocasta, n., the wife of Laius and mother of Oedi-

pus (Greek mylhol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'lonaaTr).

Jocelin, masc. PN.— A name with many variants

(cp. Joslin, Joselin, Gosling, etc.), fr. OHG.
Cautelen, Gauzelen, fr. Gauta, Ut. 'Goth'; see

Goth. The name was introduced into England

by the Normans. See The Oxford Dictionary

of English Christian Names, 2nd ed., pp. 169-

170.

Joceline, fem. PN. — From prec. word.

Jocelyn, masc. and fem. PN. — See Jocelin.

jockey, n. — Dimin. of Scot. Jock, equivalent to

E. Jack (q.v.)

Derivatives :yocA^e>', tr. and intr. v.,jockey-dom,

jockey-ship, n.

jocko, n., 1) a chimpanzee; 2) any monkey. —
F., coined by the French naturaUst, Count

Georges-Louis Leclerc Buffon (1707-88) from

native West African ncheko.

jocose, adj., merry; humorous. — h.jocosus, 'jo-
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cose, humorous, facetious', ir.jocus, 'jest, joke'.

See joke and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivatives; jocose-ly, adv., jocose-ness, n.,

jocos-ity, n.

jocular, adj., joking; humorous. — L. jocularis,

'jocular, facetious', fr. joculus, 'a little jest',

dimin. of jocus, 'jest, joke'. See joke, -ule

and -ar.

Derivatives: jocular-ity, n., jocular-ly, adv.,

jocular-ness, n.

jocund, adj., cheerful. — ME. jocunde, joconde,

fr. OF. jocond, fr. h.jocundus, collateral form of

jdcundus, 'pleasant, agreeable, delightful', orig.

'useful', contraction of *juvicondos, fr. juvdre,

'to help, aid, assist'. See aid and cp. words there

referred to. For the suff. cp. fecund. L. jocundus

(fr. jUcundus) shows the influence of L. jocus,

'jest, joke'.

Derivatives; jocundity (q.v.), jocund-ly, adv.,

jocund-ness, n.

jocundity, n. — L. jocunditds, a collateral form

of jHcunditds, 'pleasantness', fr. jUcundus. See

prec. word and -ity.

jodhpurs, n. pi., riding breeches. — Shortened fr.

Jodhpur breeches, fr. Jodhpur, name of a state

in Rajputana (India).

Joe, masc. PN. — Dimin. of Joseph.

Joel, 1) masc. PN.; 2) a) the second in the order

of the Twelve Prophets; b) the Book of Joel

(Bible). — Late L. Joel, fr. Gk. 'luriX, fr. Heb.

Yo'el, lit. 'the Lord is God'. See Elijah, in which

the same two elements are contained, but in an

inverted order.

Joe Miller, i) a jestbook; 2) a stale joke. —
From Joseph Miller, name of a comedian (1684-

1738), whose name was connected with a jest-

book published in 1739.

Joey, n., masc. PN. — Dimin. of Joe.

joey, n., a young kangaroo. — Fr. native Aus-

tralian joe.

jog, tr. v., to push or shake slightly; to nudge;

intr. v., to move slowly. — Of imitative origin.

Cp. shock, 'to collide'.

Derivative: yo^, n.

joggle, tr. and intr. v. Formed fr. jog with freq.

suff. -le.

jogee, n. — A var. of yogi.

Johanna, fem. PN. — See Joanna.

Johannean, adj., Johannine. — Formed fr. Jo-

hannes with suff. -an. Cp. Johannine.

Johannes, masc. PN. — ML., fr. Gk. 'loixvvTj?.

See John and cp. next word.

Johannes, n., a Portuguese gold coin. — ModL.,

named after King John V of Portugal. See

JotuinneA and i.p. half ju«.

Johannine, adj., pertaining to John, esp. the

apostle John. — Formed with adj. suff. -ine fr.

ML. Johannes. See Johannes, John.

Johannisbergcr, n., a delicate white Rhine wine.

— G., prop, '(wine) of Johannisberg' in the

Rheingau in Germany. For the ending see

suff. -er.

johannite, n., a hydrous uranium copper sulfate

(mineral.) — G. Johannit, named after Arch-

duke 7oto/jrt of Austria (1782-1859). The entiig

-it goes back to Gk. fxYji;; see subst. suff. -ite.

John, masc. PN. — ML. Johannes, fr. Late L.

Joannes, fr. Gk. 'IwavvT]i;, fr. Heb. Yolfdndn, lit.

'the Lord is gracious'. For the first element see

Joab and cp. words there referred to. The second

element derives fr. hdndn, 'he was gracious'. See

Hannah and cp. Ivan, Jane, Jean, masc. and

fem. PN., jenneting, Jenny, Joan, Joanna,

Johnny.

John Bull, the English nation personified. — Fr.

John Bull, a character representing the English

nation in Arbuthnot's satire The History of

John Bull (it 11).

Johnny, masc. PN. — Formed fr. John with

dimin. suff. -y.

Johnsonese, n., a pompous, inflated style. —
Prop, the style of Dr. Samuel Johnson ( 1 709-84).

For the ending see suff. -ese.

Johnsonian, adj., pertaining to, or resembling.

Dr. Samuel Johnson or his style. — See prec.

word and -ian.

Derivative ; Johnsonian-ism, n.

johnstrupite, n., a complex silicate of cerium

and other metals (mineral.) — G. Johnstrupit,

named after Professor Frederik Johnstrup of

Copenhagen (died in 1894). The ending -it goes

back to Gk. -i-vriz; see subst. suff. -ite.

join, tr. and intr. v. — ME. joinen, fr. OF.

(= F.) join-, joign-, stem of joindre, 'to

join', fr. L. jungere, 'to join, unite', which is

cogn. with 01. yundkti, 'he harnesses', yuktdh,

'harnessed', Gk. I^cuyvuvai, 'to yoke, har-

ness', Avestic yaoj-, yuj-, 'I harness', yuxta-,

'harnessed', Lith. jungiu, jiingti, 'to yoke'. All

these words are dervatives of I.-E. base *yeug-,

'to join, unite', enlargement of base *yeu-, of

s.m., whence 01. yduti, yuvdti, 'he harnesses'.

See yoke and cp. adjoin, adjunct, conjoin, con-

joint, conjugal, conjugate, conjugation, conjunct,

disjoin, disjoint, disjunct, injunction, jostle, joust,

Jugatinus, jugular, jugulate, junction, juncture,

junta, junto, juxta-, rejoin, rejoinder, subjoin,

subjugate, subjunctive, and the second element

in quadriga. For a special fse of base *yeu- in

the sense 'to mix', see juice and cp. jube.

Derivatives: join-ing, verbal n., and adj., join-

ing-ly, adv.

joinder, n., the act of joining (law). — F. joindre,

'to join' (fr. L. jungere), used as a noun; see

join. For the subst. use of infinitives in law

terms see attainder. Cp. rejoinder.

jointr, n. ME. joyr.our, fr. OF. joigneor, fr.

joigner (F. joindre), 'to join'. See join and agen-

tial suff. -er.

Derivative : joiner-y, n.

joint, n. — OF. (= F.) joint, 'a joint', fr. joint,

pp. of joindre. See joint, adj.

Derivatives ; yo/n/, tr. v.,joint-ed, adj., joint-ed-

ly, ad\., joint-ed-ness, n., joint-less, adj.
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joint, adj. — OF. (= F.), 'joined', fr. 1.. junctus,

pr>. of jmgere, 'to join'. See join and cp. prec.

word.

Derivative: /oinf-Zy, adv.

jointress, n., a woman who has a jointure. —
Formed with suff. -ess fr. obsol. jointer, 'one

who holds a jointure'. See joint and -ess.

jointure, n., an estate settled on a wife at her

marriage. — F., fr. L.Jmctura, 'a joining, junc-

ture', fr. junctus, pp. of jungere, 'to join'. See

join and -ture.

Derivative: yoinfM/-e, tr. v.

joist, n., any of the small timbers supporting the

boards of a floor. — ME. giste, gyste, fr. OF.

giste (F. glte), 'stratum, bed (of mineral)', fr.

VL. jacita, 'lying place', prop. fem. pp. of L.

jacere, 'to lie', orig. 'to cast oneself down', rel.

to jacere, 'to throw, cast'. See jet, 'to spirt

forth', and cp. gist.

Derivative: yowf, tr. v., to provide with joists.

joke, n. — L. jocus, 'jest, joke', fr. I.-E. base

*yek-, 'to speak', whence also Umbr. iuka, iuku,

'request, prayer', MW. ieith, Bret, iez, 'lan-

guage', OS. gehan, OHG. jehan, 'to say, de-

clare; to confess', Du. biechten, OHG. bi-jehan,

MHG. be-jehen, 'to confess', and the verbal

nouns OS. bi-gihto, Du. biecht, OHG., MHG.
bi-jiht, bi-giht, MHG. biht, G. Beichte, 'confes-

sion'. Cp. jeopardy, jeu, jewel, jocular, juggle,

ju-ju-
^ .

,
.

,

Derivatives: Me, intr. and tr. y.,jok-er, n.,jok-

ing-ly, adv., jok-y, adj.

jokull, jbkuU, n., mountain covered with snow;

snow mountain.— IcA. jokull, 'icicle'. See icicle,

jollification, n. — See next word and -ation.

jollify, tr. v., to make jolly; intr. v., to become

jolly (colloq.) — Compounded of jolly and -fy.

jollity, n,, the quality or state of being jolly. —
ME. jolivete, jolite, fr. OF. jolivete, joliete, fr.

70/1/, joli, 'merry, gay'. See next word and -ty.

joUy, adj. — ME. jolif, joli, fr. OF. jolif, joli,

'merry, gay' (whence F. joli, 'pretty, fine, nice'),

lit. 'festive', fr. ON. jol, 'Christmas, yule'. See

yule. For the formation of the OF. adjective

jolif (fr. ON. jol) cp. OF. aisif, 'easy', fr. aise,

'ease'.

Derivatives :;o//y, n., tr. v. and &dv.,jolli-ly, adv.

joUy boat, a kind of boat. — Prob. fr. Dan.;o/fe

or 'Du. jol (see yawl); influenced in form by the

adj. jolly. The word boat, which is tautological,

was added to explain the foreign word.

jolt, tr. and intr. v., to jerk. — Prob. corruption

of jot, 'to jolt'.

Derivatives: jolt, n., joh-er, n., jult-y, adj., jolt-

i-ness, n.

jolterhead, jolthead. — Compounded of jolt and

head; lit. 'one whose head has been jolted'.

jompon, n. — A var. of jampan.

Jonah, I) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the fifth in

the order of the Twelve Prophets; whenc« 3)

often used in the sense 'bringer of bad luck'. —
Late L. Jdnas, fr. Gk. 'lovoc?. fr. Heb. YSnd",
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fr. yond", 'dove, pigeon' (cp. Aram, yond, Syr.

yaund, of s.m.); lit. 'the moaning one', rel. to

Heb. and", 'he groaned, moaned, mourned'.

Jonathan, n., i) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, son of

Saul and friend of David. — Heb. Yonalhdn,

shortened fr. Y^honathdn, lit. 'the Lord has

given'. For the first element see Joab. For the

etymology of Heb. nathdn, 'he has given' see

Nathan and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

Brother Jonathan.

jongleur, n., a wandering minstrel. — F. jongleur,

'jongleur; juggler', fr. OF. jogleor, fr. L. jocu-

lator, 'jester, joker'. See juggler. The nasaliza-

tion of F. jongleur (fr. OF. jogleor) is prob. due

to the influence of the OF. verb jangler, 'to

chatter' (see jangle),

jonquil, n., i) a variety of narcissus ; 2) its bulb.—
F. jonquille, fr. Sp. junquilla, diniin. of junco,

'rush', fr. L. juncus, 'rush'. See Jnncus.

joola, n., a rude suspension bridge in the Hima-

laya {India). — Hind.y/iw/fl, 'a swing'.

Jordan almond, n. — Transformation of ME.

jardyne almaunde, lit. 'garden almond', fr. OF.

jardin, 'garden', and almande, 'almond'; see

jardiniere and ahnond. The change of ME. jar-

dyne to Jordan is due to folk etymology.

jordanite, n., a lead arsenic sulfide (mineral.) —
G. Jordanit, named after Dr. Jordan of Saar-

briicken, Germany. The ending -it goes back to

Gk. -fxY)';; see subst. suff. -ite.

jorum, n., a large drinking vessel or its contents

{colloq.) — Lit. 'the vessel of Joram', fr. Heb.

Yordtn; so called in allusion to II Sam. 8
:
10,

where we read : "And Joram brought with him

vessels of silver ands vessels of gold and vessels

of brass".

joseite, n., a telluride of bismuth, containing

some sulfur and selenium {mineral.) — Named

after Sao Jose do Paraiso in Brazil. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Joseph, masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, the elder

son of Jacob by Rachel. — Late L. Joseph,

Josephus, fr. Gk. 'Ioot)?, fr. Heb. Yoseph (also

Y'hdsiph,V%. 81:6), lit. 'adds, increases', Hiph'il

(= causative form) oiydsdph, 'he added', which

is rel. to Aram, osiph, Syr. ausSph, 'he added,

increased'. Cp. next word.

Joseph, n., a woman's riding coat. — Prob. so

called fr. Joseph's 'coat of many colors'. See

Gen. 37:3-

Josepha, fem. PN. — ModL., fr. L. Josephus. See

Joseph and cp. next word.

Josephine, fem. PN. -- F. Josephine, fr. Joseph.

See Joseph and -ine (representing L. -ina).

josephinite, n., a natural aUoy of iron and nickel

{mineral.) — Named after Josephine County m
Oregon.

Joshua, i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, Moses

successor and the leader of the Israelites into the

Land of Canaan. — Heb. Y*hdshaa', lit. 'the

Lord is salvation'. For the first element see Joab,

for the second see hosanna.
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joss, n., an idol {Pidgin English). — Port, deos,

'a god', fr. L. deus. See deity.

josser, n., a fellow {slang).— Of uncertain origin.

jostle, tr. and intr. v., to push roughly.— Formed
fr. joust with freq. suflF. -le.

Derivatives : jostle, n., jostle-ment, n., jostl-er, n.

jot, n., the letter iota; a point. — L. idta, fr. Gk.
luTa, the smallest letter of the Greek alphabet,

fr. Heb. yodh, name of the loth letter of the

Hebrew alphabet. See yodh and cp. iota.

Derivatives: jot, tr. v., jott-er, n., jott-ing, n.,

jott-y, adj.

jot, tr. and intr. v., to jolt {now dial.) — Of imi-

tative origin. Cp. jolt.

Jotham, I) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible: a) the

youngest son of Gideon ; b) a king of Judah. —
Heb. Jothdm, lit. 'the Lord is perfect'. For the

first element of this name cp. Joab and words

there referred to. The second element derives

from the base of tarn, 'he was complete', whence

also torn, 'completeness, integrity', torn, tamim,

'complete, sound', m'thom, 'soundness'. Cp.

Aram, t'mimd, Syr. lammimd, 'complete, per-

fect', Arab. Idmma, 'he was complete'.

joule, n., unit of electrical energy (physics). —
Named after the English physicist James Prescott

Joule (1818-89).

jounce, tr. and intr. v., to jolt; n., a jolt. — Prob.

a blend of jump and bounce,

journal, adj., daily {archaic). — ME., fr. OF.

jornal, jurnal, journal (F. journal), 'daily', fr.

L. diurndlis, 'diurnal', fr. diurnus, 'daily'. See

diurnal, which is a doublet of journal and cp.

journey,

journal, n. - F., lit. 'a daily paper', fr. OF. jor-

nal, jurnal, journal, 'daily'. See journal, adj.

Derivatives: journal-ese, n., journal-ism, n.,

journal-ist, n., journal-ist-ic, adj., journal-ize,

tr. and intr. v.

journey, n. — OF. jornee,jurnee,journee {F. jour-

nee), 'day; day's work, day's journey', fr. VL.

*diurndta, 'day, day's work', fr. L. diurnus,

'daily'. Cp. It. giomata, OProveng. Jornada and

see diurnal, adj. Cp. also journal, adj. and n.,

adjourn, sojourn. The ending -ata in diurndta is

prop. fem. pp. sufl'. See adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: journey, intr. v., journey-er, n.,

journey-ing, n.

joust, just, intr. v., to tilt. — ME. justen, jousten,

fr. OF. joster,juster,jouster {F.jouter), 'to joust,

tilt', fr. VL. "juxtdre, 'to approach', fr. h.juxtd,

'near, close'. See juxta- and cp. juxtaposition,

joust, just, n., combat of two knights on horse-

back. — ME. juste, jouste, fr. OF. joste, juste,

jouste (F. joute), 'joust, tilt', fr. joster, juster,

jouster. See joust, just, v.

Jove, n., Jupiter. — L. Jovis, fr. OL. Jovis, also

Diovis, used as the gen. (also nom.) of Jupiter.

See Jupiter and cp. next word. Cp. also the first

element in Juglans.

jovial, adj., cheery, merry. — F., fr. It. joviale,

lit. 'pertaining to Jupiter', whence arose the

meaning 'bom under the planet Jupiter; joy-

ful' (this planet having been regarded as the

source of joy), fr. L. Jovidlis, 'of Jupiter', fr.

Jovii^, of s.m., fr. OL. Jovis, Diovis, 'Jupiter'.

See prec. word and adj. sulF. -aL

Derivatives: Jovial-ity, jovial-ly, adv., Jovial-

ness,r\.

JoTlaii, adj., i) pertaining to, or resembling,

Jupiter; 2) pertaining to the planet Jupiter. —
See Jove and -ian.

jow, n. — A var. of jhow.

jowar, jowari, jowarree, n., millet, durra {India).

— Hind, jawdr, jodr, judr, prob. fr. OL ydva-

akara-, 'of the nature of barley'.

jowl, n., jaw.— ME. chawl, chavel, cholle, fr. OE.

ceaft, 'jaw', rel. to MHG. kiver, kivel, G. Kiefer,

ON. kjaptr, 'jaw', and cogn. with Olr. gop, Jr.

gob, 'beak, mouth', Avestic zafar^, 'mouth,

gullet'. Cp. chafer, 'beetle'.

joy, n. — ME. joye, fr. OF. joie, joye (F. joie), fr.

L. gaudia, pi. of gaudium, 'joy' (but mistaken

for a fem. singular noun), which is rel. to gau-

dere, 'to rejoice'. See gaud and cp. enjoy. Cp.

also feu de joie, rejoice.

Derivatives :yoj', v. {q.\.),joy-ful, ady, joy-ful-ly,

adv., joy-ful-ness, n., joy-less, adj., joy-less-ly,

adv., joy-less-ness, n.

joy, intr. and tr. v., to rejoice. — OF. joir (F.

jouir), fr. VL. *gaudire (whence also OProven?.

jauzir), corresponding to L. gaudere, 'to re-

joice' (whence It. godere, of s.m.) See joy, n.

Joyce, fem. PN. — Earlier Josse, Goce, etc., orig.

used both for men and women; of Celtic origin.

joyous, adj. — OF. joios, joious, joyous (F. joy-

eux), fr. joie, 'joy'. See joy and -ous.

Derivatives : yo>'Otti-/)', ady. ,
joyous-ness, n.

jube, n., rood loft in a church. — F. jube, fr, L.

jube, 'bid thou', imper. of jubere, 'to bid, com-

mand', fr. OL. joubere, of s.m., orig. 'to set

in motion, stir', fr. I.-E. base *yeudh-, whence

also 01. yodhdyati, 'involves in a fight', yiidh-,

'fight', yudhmdh, 'warlike, warrior', Avestic

yuidyeinti, 'they fight', yaoshti-, 'activity, agility'.

Arm. yuzem, 'I stir up', Gk. uCT[xfvir] (for *yudh-

s-mine), 'battle' (prop, 'turmoil'), Lith. judii,

judeti, 'to move trembling, to quarrel', h.juba,

'mane', lit. 'that which waves, flutters'. All these

words derive fr. I.-E. base *yeu-dh-, 'to be

moved, to be shaken', which seems to be a

dental enlargement of base *yeu-, 'to mix, stir'.

The rood loft is called from the first word of a

Latin prayer, which was said from the gallery

above the rood screen.

jubilance, jubilancy, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

jubilant, adj. — L. jubildns, gen. -antis, pres. part.

of jHhildre. See next word and -ant.

Derivative : jubilant-ly, adv.

jubilate, intr. v., to exult. — Fr. L. jubildt-{um),

pp. stem of jubildre, 'to shout for joy' (whence

prob.—through back formation—yHfii/Hm, 'wild

cry, shout of joy'), fr. I.-E. *yu-dhe-los, lit. 'one
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who makes yu\ compounded of the imitative

base *ya-, 'to shout for joy, shout', and base

*dhe-, 'to place, make, do'. The first element

appears also in Gk. luyv), 'outcry', Luy[x6i;,

'shout of joy; cry of pain', lu^eiv, 'to shout,

yeir, Lith. yvas, 'owl', MHG. ju, juch, 'shout

of joy', jQwen, juwezen, 'to jubilate', G. jauch-

zen, 'to shout for joy, exult'. Base *ya is rel. to

base *yo-, whence MHG. yd(^e/«,yo/e/z, 'to shout,

yodel'. See yodel, yowl and cp. jynx. For the

second element in jubilate see do and cp. fact,

theme. See also verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: jubilation (q.v.), jubilat-ory, adj.

Jubilate, n., name of the one hundredth psalm.—
L. jubilate, 'shout with joy', imper. pi. of jiibi-

Idre, 'to shout with joy' (see prec. word); so

called from the introductory word of the Latin

rendering of the psalm.

jubilation, n. — L. jUbildtid, gen. -onis, 'a shout-

ing', fr. jUbildtus, pp. of jQbildre. See jubilate,

'to exult', and -ion.

jubilee, n. — F. jubile, fr. Late L. jubilaeus (scil.

annus), '(year of) jubilee', fr. Gk. Imf^riKaXoc,,

'pertaining to a jubilee', fr. icoPtjXoi;, 'jubilee',

fr. Heb. yobhil, 'ram; ram's horn; rejoicing;

jubilee' (so called because the inauguration of

every fiftieth year was proclaimed through the

sound of the ram's horn on the Day of Atone-

ment; see Lev. 25:9). Heb. yobhet is prop, the

panic, of stem y-b-l, 'to bear, conduct, lead',

hence lit. means 'leader, leading animal'. Cp.

Heb. hobhil, 'he lead, conducted', y^bhul, 'pro-

duce', yubhdl, 'stream', Aram, obhtl, Syr. aubhel,

'he lead, conducted'. L. jubilaeus (annus) was

influenced in form by a confusion of this word

with L. jabildre, 'to shout for joy'.

Judah, i) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible a) son of

Jacob by Leah; b) a tribe of Israel. — Heb.

Y^hQdhd'^, prop, imperfect Hoph'al (= passive

of the causative) of stem y-d-h (prop, y-d-y), lit.

'praised'; cp. the causative hodhd'', 'he gave

thanks, praised, confessed', todhd'^, 'thanks-

giving, thank-offering', Mishnaic Heb. hodha'd",

'thanksgiving, confession', Aram, odhi, Syr.

audhf, 'he gave thanks, praised, confessed',

Arab, istaiidd, 'he confessed'. For the expla-

nation of the name see Gen. 29:35 and cp.

49 : 8. Cp. next word and words there referred to.

Derivative: Judah-ite, n.

Judaic, adj., pertaining to the Jews; pertaining

to Judaism. — L. JUdaicus, fr. Gk. 'louSaCxoi;,

'Jewish', fr. 'lo'jSaioi;, fr. Aram. Y'hOdhdyid),

'Jew', fr. Heb. Y^hOdht, 'Jew', orig. meaning 'of

the tribe of Judah', fr. Y'hUdhd", 'Judah'. See

Judah and -ic and cp. Jew, Yiddish. Cp. also

Chueta.

Judaism, n. — Late L. jUdaismus, fr. Gk. touSa-

£<j[jt6?, fr. 'lo'jSaio;, 'Jew'. Cp. F. judalsme and

see prec. word and -ism.

Judaist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative : Judaisl-ic, adj.

judaize, tr. and intr. v. — Late L. JOdalzdre, fr.

Gk. EouSat^civ, fr. 'louSato?, 'Jew'. See Judaic

and -ize and cp. Judaism.

Derivatives: judaiz-ation, n., judaiz-er, n.

Judas, n.— L., fr. Gk. 'louSS?, fr. Heb. Y^hOdhd".

See Judah.

Jude, masc. PN. — A variant of Judah.

judex, n., a judge. — L. See judge.

judge, n. — ME. juge, fr. OF. (= F.)juge, fr. L.

jOdicem, ace. ofjudex, 'judge', which stands for

*jous-dik-s and orig. meant 'one who shows

right', fr. jUs, 'right', and the stem of dicere, 'to

show, tell, say'. See jus and diction and cp. pre-

judice. Cp. also the second element in preach.

judge, tr. and intr. v. — ME. jugen, fr. OF. jugier,

juger (F.juger), 'to judge', fr. L. jUdicdre, of s.m.,

fr. judex, gen. jUdicis. See judge, n., and cp.

adjudicate. Cp. also hoosegow.

judgmatic, judgmatical, adj., showing good judg-

ment (colloq.) — A hybrid formed fr. judge, n.,

with the ending -matic (on analogy of dogmatic).

Denvntive: judgmatic-al-ly, adv.

judgment, judgement, n.— ME. jugement, fr. OF.

(= F.) jugement, (r. juger, 'to judge'. See judge,

v., and -ment.

judicatory, adj., pertaining to judgment. — Late

L. jOdicdtdrius, 'pertaining to judgment', fr. L.

jUdicdtus, pp. of jUdicdre, 'to judge'. See judge,

v., and adj. suff. -cry.

judicatory, n., a court of justice. — Late L. jUdi-

cdtorium, prop. neut. ofjudicdtdrius, 'pertaining

to judgment', used as a noun. See prec. word.

judicature, n. — F., fr. ML. judicdtUra, fr. L.

jUdicdtus, pp. of jUdicdre, 'to judge'. See judge,

v., and -ure.

judicial, adj. — L. jUdicialis, 'judicial', fr. judi-

cium, 'judgment', fr. judex, gen. jUdicis, 'judge'.

See judge, n., and -ial.

Derivatives : judicial-ly, adv., judiciat-ness, n.

judiciary, adj., pertaining to a court of justice. —
L. judicidrius, fr. judex, gen. jUdicis, 'judge'. See

judge, n., and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative: judiciary, n., judges collectively.

judicious, adj., having sound judgment; wise. —
F. judicieux (fern, judicieuse), fr. L. judicium,

'judgment'. See judge, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: yW/c/ous-/)', adv., judicious-ness, n.

Judith, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. 'louSiS, fr. Heb.

Y^hUdtth, prop. fem. of y*/i«(/A/, 'Jewish ; Jew-

ess', fr. Y^hudhd", 'Judah'. See Judah.

judo, n., a modern form of jujitsu. — Jap. jUdo,

fr. jU, 'soft', and do, 'road, way'.

jug, n., a vessel. — Fr. Jug, a pet form of Joan or

Judith; cp. juggins. For sense development cp.

jack, 'sleeveless coat'.

Derivatives: yug-, tr. v., jug-ful, adj.

jug, n., note of a nightingale. — Of imitative

origin.

jugate, adj., having the leaflets in pairs (hot.) —
L. jugdtus, 'connected', pp. of jugdre, 'to join,

connect', fr. jugum, 'yoke'. See yoke and cp.

next word and conjugate, subjugate.

Jugatinus, n., the god of marriage in Roman
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mythology. — L. Jugatinus, fr. jugdtus, pp. of

jugdre, 'to join, connect'. See prec. word.

Juggernaut, also Jagannath, n., i) a title ofVishnu

or of Krishna {Hindu mythol); 2) anything that

demands blind devotion or merciless sacrifice.

— Hind. Jagannath, fr. OI. Jaganndthah, 'lord

of the world', fr. jdgat, 'world', and ndthah,

'lord'. The first element lit. means 'mobile', and

is a participial formation from the base of OI.

jigdti, 'goes'; see jagat. The second element is

rel. to ndthdm, 'help', and derives fr. I.-E. base

*nd-, 'to help, be useful', whence also Gk.

6vtv»)(ii, 'I help, profit, benefit'. Cp. jaconet,

ji^sins, n., a simple person (slang). — Dimin-

utive of Jug, which is a pet form of Joan. Cp.

jug, 'vessel', and muggins,

juggle, intr. and tr. v. — ME. jogelen, fr. OF.

jogler (F. jongler), fr. L. joculdri, 'to joke, jest',

fr. jocus, 'jest'. See joke and cp. jongleur.

Derivatives: juggle, n., juggler (q.v.), juggl-ery,

n., juggl-ing, n. and adj., juggl-ing-ly, adv.

juggler, n. — ME. jogelour, joglere, fr. OF. jog-

leor (nom. joglere), fr. L. joculdtdrem, ace. of

joculdtor, 'jester', fr. joculdri. See prec. word and

agential suff. -er.

Juglandaceae, n., the walnut family (bot.) —
Formed from next word with suff. -aceae.

Juglans, n., a genus of trees, the walnut. — L.

jugldns, 'walnut', contraction of Jovis gldns,

which is a loan translation of Gk. Ai6q paXavo?,

'chestnut', lit. 'acorn of Jupiter'. See Jove and

gland.

Jugoslav, n. — A var. of Yugoslav.

Jugoslavia, n. — A var. of Yugoslavia,

jugular, adj., i) pertaining to the throat and neck

(amt.); 2) having the pelvic fins beneath the

throat under the pectoral (zooi); n., a jugular

vein. — ModL. juguldris, fr. L.jugulum, 'collar-

bone, throat', which is rel. to L. jugum, 'yoke'.

See jugate and -ar.

jugulate, tr. v., to cut the throat of, strangle. —
L. juguldtus, pp. of juguldre, 'to cut the throat

of, kill, destroy', fr. jugulum. See prec. word and

verbal suff. -ate.

juice, n. — ME. juce, juse, fr. MF. (= F.) jus,

fr. L. jus, 'broth, soup', fr. I.-E. base *yus-,

whence also OI. yu}-, 'broth', OSlav., Pol., etc.,

jucha, 'broth, soup', OPruss. iuse, 'broth, soup'.

Lith. juSe, 'fish soup', Gk. l^uyLf], 'leaven' (G.

Jauche, 'liquid manure', is a loan word fr. Pol.

jucha), ON. ostr, 'cheese'. Cp. verjuice. Cp. also

zyme. Base yus- is an enlargement of base *yeu-,

'to mix', which represents properly a special use

of base *yeu-, 'to join, unite': see join and cp.

jube.

Derivatives : y«(ce-fe.s.s, ady, juic-y, ad}., juic-i-ly,

adv., juic-i-ness, n.

ju-jitsu, ju-jutsu, n. — Jap. ju-jutsu, fr. jU, 'ten',

and juts, 'trick'. See Lokotsch, EW., No. 963-

ju-ju, n., charm, spell; ban. — Prob. fr. F.joujou,

'toy', infantile reduplication of jouet, of s.m.,

fr. jouer, 'to play", fr. h.jocdre, 'to jest'. See joke.

jujube, n., the fruit of the tree called zizyphus. —
F., fr. Late L. zizyphum, 'jujube', which together

with Late L. zizyphus, 'jujube tree', derives fr.

Gk. t;i!;utpov, 'jujube tree; jujube', which is of

unknown origin. Cp. Zizyphus.

julep, n., a sweet drink. — F., fr. OProven^. julep

or fr. Sp. julepe, fr. VAr. juleb, corresponding

to classical Arab, juldb, fr. Pers. guldb, 'ro^

water, julep', which is compounded of^«/, 'rose',

and db, 'water'. See rose and abdest.

Julia, fem. PN. — L. JUlid, fem. of Julius. See

Julius.

Julian, masc. PN. — L. JUUdnus, a derivative of

Julius. See Julius and -an.

Julian, adj., pertaining to Julius Caesar. — L.

Julidnus, 'of, or belonging to, Julius Caesar'.

See prec. word and cp. the PN. Gill.

Juliana, fem. PN. — L. Juliana, fem. of JUUdnus,

lit. 'belonging to Julius'. See Julius and cp.

Julian,

julienite, n., a hydrous cobalt chloronitrate

(mineral.) — Named after the Belgian geologist

Henri Julien (died in 1920). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

julienne, n., a kind of clear soup. ~ F., prop,

'soup made in the manner of Julien', an other-

wise unknown cook. For the origin of the PN

see Julian.

Juliet, fem. PN. — It. Giulietta, dimin. of Giulia.

Cp. F. Juliette and see Julia and -et.

Julius, masc. PN. — L. Julius, name of a Roman

gens (Caius Julius Caesar was a member of this

gens). The name Julius is prob. a contraction

of *Jovilios, lit. 'pertaining to, or descending

from, Jupiter'. See Jove, Jupiter.

July, n. — ME. Jule, fr. OF. Jule (F. juillet), fr.

L. Julius (mensis), lit. 'month of Julius Caesar';

see Julius. It was orig. the fifth month of the

year and was therefore called Quintilis (fr. quin-

tus, 'fifth'). It was renamed in honor of Julius

Caesar, who was born in this month.

jumble, tr. and intr. v., to mix up. — Prob. of

imitative origin.

Derivatives :;«m6/4', n.,jumhl-er, r\.,jumbl-y, adj.

jumble, n., a thin sweet cake. — Prob. fr. prec.

word.

jumbo, n., a large and clumsy animal or person.

— Fr. Jumbo, name of a very large elephant

exhibited by the American showman Phineas

Taylor Bamum (1810-91).

jumma, n., assessment (India). — Hind. prop,

'total assessment', fr. Arab, jam', 'assembly;

addition', fr. jdma'a, 'he gathered together'. See

jemadar,

jump, intr. and tr. v. — Of uncertain, possibly

imitative, origin. Cp. jounce,

jump, n., a kind of jacket. — Corrupted—prob.

under the influence of jump, 'to leap'—fr. F.

Juppe, variant ofjupe, 'petticoat, skirt'. See jupon

and cp. jumper, 'blouse'.

jumper, n., one who, or that which, jumps. —
Formed fr. jump, v., with agential suff. -er.
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jumper, n., a loose blouse or jacket. — Formed
fr. jump, 'a kind ofjacket', with agential suff. -er.

Juncaceae, n. pi., the rush family {bot.)— ModL.,
formed fr. Juncus with suff. -aceae.

Junco, n., a genus of American finches (ornithol.)

— ModL., lit. 'rush bird', fr. Sp. junco, 'rush',

fr. L. juncus. See Juncus.

Juncoides, n., a genus of plants, the wood rushes

{bot.)— A ModL. hybrid coined fr. L. Juncus, 'a

rush', and Greek suff. -oetS^c, '-like', fr. sISoi;,

'form, shape' ; see Juncus and -old. The correct

form would be Thryoides (fr. Gk. ^Jptiov, 'rush',

and -oeiStji;).

junction, n., a joining. — L. junctio, gen. -onis,

'a joining, uniting', fr. junctus, pp. of jungere,

'to join'. See join and -ion.

juncture, n., i) a joining; 2) a critical point of
time. — L.Junctiira, 'a joining, uniting; a joint',

fr. junctus, pp. of jungere, 'to join'. See join

and -ure.

Juncus, n., a genus of plants, the rush (bot.) —
L. juncus, 'rush, bulrush', which stands for

*yoini-kos and is cogn. with Mir. din, 'reed',

and prob. also with ON. einir, Swed. en, 'juni-

per'; see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I, yivf. Cp.
jonquil, Junco, junk, 'bulrush', junk, 'old cable',

junket, and the first element in juniper.

June, n. — L. Junius (mensis), lit. 'the month
(named in honor of) Juno', fr. JUno. See Juno,

jungle, n. — Hind, jangal, 'desert, forest', fr. OI.

jangalah, 'dry ground, waste land, desert', which
is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives : jungl-ed, jungl-y, adjs.

junior, adj., younger. — L. junior (prob. con-
tracted fr. *juveni6s), compar. ofjuvenis, 'young
man'. See juvenile and cp. Juno.

Derivatives: junior, n., junior-ate, n., junior-

ity, n.

juniper, n., any shrub or tree of the genus Juni-

perus.— L. juniperus, 'juniper tree', a compound,
the first element of which is prob. rel. to juncus,

'rush'; see Juncus. The second element is of
uncertain origin.

Junius, masc. PN. — L. JQnius, name of a Roman
gens.

junk, n., a bulrush {obsol.) — ME., fr. OF. jonc,

June (F. jonc), fr. L. juncus. See Juncus and cp.

words there referred to.

junk, n., 1) old cable; 2) old cordage. — Port.

Junco, 'rush, cordage', fr. L. Juncus. See Juncus
and cp. prec. word.

Derivative: y«nA:, tr. v., to make into junk.
junk, n., a Chinese three-masted vessel. — Port.

junco, fr. Javanese Jon, of s.m.

Junker, n. — G. See younker.

junket, n., curd sweetened and flavored. — It.

giuncata, 'cream cheese', fr. VL. *juncdta, prop.
'something served in a rush basket', fr. "L.juncus,

'rush'. See Juncus.

Derivatives : yuwArer, intr. \.,Junket-ing, verbal n.

Juno, n., wife of Jupiter and queen of the gods
in Greek mythology. — L. Juno, of uncertain

origin; possibly rel. to juvenis, 'young' (cp.

Junior, 'younger', compar. oi juvenis), and lit.

meaning 'the youthful one'. See juvenile and
cp. junior. Cp. also June.

junta, n., i) Spanish legislative council ; 2) a junto.
— Sp., 'meeting, conference, assembly, council,

convention, union, fraternity', fr. L.JUncta, fern,

pp. of Jungere, 'to join'. See join and cp. next
word.

junto, n., a political faction, cabal. — Sp. Junto,

corruption of prec. word due to the influence

of Spanish nouns in -o.

Jupiter, n., the supreme god of heaven in Roman
mythology. — L. Juppiter, JUpiter, for JU-piter,

which is orig. a vocative and stands for *dyeu
p^ter (corresponding to Gk. ZeO Traxsp, voc. of
Zeiji; iraTTjp, 'Father Zeus'). Cp. the nominative
Diespiter, 'Jupiter', and OI. Dyduspild, 'heaven-

ly father', and see deity and father. Cp. also

Jove, Zeus.

jupon, n., skirt, petticoat. — F., fr. Arab, jubba",

'a long woolen garment' (whence also It. giubba,

OProveng. jupa, Sp. aljuba). Cp. gyp, jump, 'a

kind of jacket', jumper, 'blouse'.

Jura, n., name of a mountain range between
France and Switzerland. — F., fr. L. Jura.

jural, adj., pertaining to law.— Formed with adj.

suff. -alfr. h.JUs, gen. juris, 'right, law'. See jus.

Derivative : Jural-ly, adv.

juramentado, n., a Moro of Mohammedan faith

who has taken an oath to die while killing

Christians. — Sp., 'bound by an oath', pp. of
juramentar, 'to bind by an oath', fr. Juramento,

'an oath', fr. h. JUrdmentum, of s.m., fr. jQrdre.

See jury and cp. jurat (in both senses).

Jurassic, adj., i) of granular limestone (as are

the Jura Mountains); whence 2) pertaining to

the middle period of the Mesozoic era (geol.)

— Prop, 'of the character of the Jura Moun-
tains', formed fr. Jura on analogy of liassic

(from lias) and triassic (from trias).

jurat, n., one who has taken an oath. — F., fr.

ML. Juratus, lit. 'a sworn man', and prop. pp.
of L. JUrare, 'to take an oath, swear'. See jury

and cp. juramentado.

jurat, n., memorandum on an affidavit (law). —
L. jurdtum, neut. pp. of jurdre. See prec. word.

jurel, n., any of several carangoid food fishes. —
Sp., fr. Gk. uaupoi;, 'lizard'. Cp. OProveng.
saurel (whence F. saurel), which is of the same
origin. See sauro- and cp. saurel.

juridical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

juridicus, 'judicial', which is compounded ofJiis,

gen. juris, 'right, law', and dicere, 'to say'. See

jus and diction and cp. jurisdiction,

jurisconsult, n., a jurist. — L. JUrisconsultus, 'one

skilled in the law, lawyer", compounded of jUs,

gen. jQris, 'right, law', and consuttus, 'skilled',

pp. of cdnsulere, 'to take counsel, consult'. See
consult,

jurisdiction, n. — OF. juredictlon, juridiction (F.

juridiction), fr. L. jurisdictionem, ace. of Juris-

837 juvenescence

dictio, 'administration of justice, jurisdiction',

which is compounded of Jus, gen. JUris, 'right,

law', and dictio, gen. -onis, 'a saying', fr. dictus,

pp. of dicere, 'to say'. See jus and diction. In OF.

and F., the omission of the ! is due to the in-

fluence of the adjective juridicus, 'judicial' (see

juridical).

T)er'wa.t'wei: jurisdiction-al, adj., Jurisdiction-al-

ly, adv.

jurisprudence, n., the science of law. — L. jdris-

prOdentia (also prudentia jQris, 'science of law,

jurisprudence', compounded of jds, gen. Jdris,

'right, law', and prUdentia, 'a foreseeing'. See

jus and prudence,

jurisprudent, adj. and n.— Obsol. F. jurisprudent,

back formation fr. F. Jurisprudence. See prec.

word and prudent,

jurisprudential, adj., pertaining to jurisprudence.

— Formed with adj . suff. -al fr. h.JHrispriidentia.

See jurisprudence.

Derivative : jurisprudential-ly, adv.

jurist, n. — F. Juriste, fr. ML. jdrista, 'jurist', fr.

L. JUS, gen. JUris, 'right, law'. See jus and -ist.

Derivatives: Jurist-ic, jurist-ic-al, adjs., jurist-

ic-al-ly, adv.

juror, n., a member of a jury. — ME. juroure, fr.

AF. jurour, corresponding to OF. jureor (F.

jureur), 'one who swears', fr. L. jUrdtorem, ace.

of Jdrdlor, fr.jQrdtus, pp. of Jurdre, 'to take an

oath, swear'. See jus and agential suff. -or.

jury, n., a body of persons sworn to give a true

answer or verdict on a matter submitted to

them. — OF. juree, 'oath, legal inquiry', prop.

fem. pp. used as a noun, fr. OF. (= F.) Jurer,

'to take an oath, swear', fr. I.. Jurdre, of s.m.,

fr. JUs, gen. juris, 'right, law'. See jus and -y

(representing OF. -ee, F. -ee) and cp. jurat (in

both senses), juror, abjure, adjure, conjure,

perjure,

jury, adj., temporary (esp. in Jury mast). —
Aphetic for ajury, fr. OF. ajurie, 'aid, help', fr.

L. adjutdre, 'to help'. See aid.

jus, n., right, law. - - L. jiis (OL. jous), gen. jUris,

'right.justice, law', prob. cogn. with 01. yoAj'safe-

ty'. Cp. judge, judgment, judicious, juramentado,

jurat (in both senses), juridical, jurisconsult,

jurisdiction, jurisprudence, juror, jury, n., just,

adjudge, adjudicate, injury.

Jussiaea, n., a genus of plants, the primrose wil-

low (bot.) — ModL., named after Bernard de

Jussieu (1699-1777), the founder of the Natural

System of Botany.

jussive, adj., expressing command. — Formed

with suff. -ive fr. L. jussw;. pp. of iuhere. 'to bid.

command'. See jube.

Derivative: jussive, n., a word or form expres-

sing command.
just, adj. — ME. just, juste, fr. F. juste, fr. L.

Justus, 'just, right, upright, fair, equitable', fr.

JUs, 'right, law'. See jus and cp. justice. Cp. also

Justin, Justina, Justus, adjust and the first ele-

ment in juste-milieu.

Derivatives : y'Hj/, adv., just-fy, zA\.,just-ness, n.

just, V. — See joust.

juste-milieu, n., the golden mean. — F., lit. 'the

just mean'. See just, adj., and milieu.

justice, n. — ME., fr. OF. justice, Justise (F. jus-

tice), fr. L. jUstitia, 'justice, equity, uprightness',

fr. Justus. See just and -ice.

justiciable, adj., subject to jurisdiction. — OF.
(= F.), fr. OF. justicier, 'to administer justice',

fr. ML. jdstitidre, fr. L. JUstitia. See prec. word

and -able.

Derivatives : justiciable, n., a person subject to

jurisdiction, justici-abil-ity, n.

justiciar, n., the highest judicial officer of the

kings of England from the reign of WiUiam I

to that of Henry III. — ML. Justitiarius, 'officer

of justice', fr. L. JUstitia. See justice and subst.

suff. -ary (representing L. -arius).

justiciary, adj., pertaining to justice; n., an officer

of justice. — ML. justitiarius, 'officer of justice'.

See prec. word.

justifiable, adj. — F., fr. justifier, 'to justify'. See

justify and -able.

T>en\!iti\ts: justifiabil-ity, n.,justifiable-ness, n.,

justifiabl-y, adv.

justification, n. — Late L. Jdstificdtio, fr. Jdsti-

ficdtus, pp. of jdstificdre. See justify and -ation.

justificative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr.

Late L. jdstificdtus, pp. of jUstificdre. See justify

and -ive.

justificatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. ML. jUstificdtus, pp. of jUstificare. See next

word.

justify, tr. v. — F. justifier, fr. Late L. JUstificdre,

'to justify', which is compounded of L. jUstus,

'just', and -ficdre, fr. -ficere, unstressed form of

facere, 'to make, do'. See just, adj., and -fy.

Justin, masc. PN.— L. Justinus, lit. 'just', a deriv-

ative of jUstus, 'just'. See just, adj., and -ine

(representing L. -inus) and cp. next word.

Justina, Justine, fem. PN. — L. Justina, fem. of

Justinus. See prec. word.

Justus, masc. PN. — Lit. 'just', fr. L.Justus. See

just, adj., and cp. Justin, Justina.

jut, intr. v., to project. — Corruption of obsol.

jet, 'to project', which is derivatively identical

with jet, 'to spirt forth'. Cp. jetty.

Derivatives :y«^ n.,jutt-ing, ?ii].,jutt-ing-ly, adv.

Jute, n., one of the ancient inhabitants of Jut-

land. — Fr. Jutae or Jutl (as they are called by

Bede), 'Jutes', fr. ON. lotar, 'Jute'.

Derivatives: Jut-ic, Jut-ish, adjs.. Jut-land, n.,

Jut-land-er, n., Jut-tand-ish, adj.

jute, n., a fiber of two East Indian plants, Cor-

chorus capsularis and Corchorus olitorius. —
Bengali joto, Ju(o, fr. OI. Jutah, 'twisted hair',

which is rel. to jdtd, 'braid of hair'; of uncertain,

probably non-Aryan, origin.

Jutuma, n., a water nymph (Roman mythol.) —
L., JUturna, a name of Etruscan origin,

juvenescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.
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juvenescent, adj., becoming young or youthful. —
h. Juvenescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of juven-

escere, 'to grow up to youth', an inchoative verb

formed fr. juvenis. See next word and -escent

and cp. rejuvenesce.

juvenile, adj., young, youthful. — F, juvenile,

'youthful', fr. L. juvenilis, 'youthful', fr. juvenis,

'young man'. See young and -He and cp. Juven-

tas, rejuvenate. Cp. also junior, Juno, Evan.

Derivatives: juvenile-ly, adv., juvenile-ness, n.,

juvenil-ity, n.

Juventas, n. {Roman mythol.), the goddess of

youth, identified with Greek Hebe. — L. Juven-

tas, prop, personification of juventas, 'youth',

fr. juvenis. See prec. word.

juxta-, pref. meaning 'near, close to'. — Fr. L.

juxtd, 'near, next, close to, by the side of, con-

tracted fr. *jugista, adv. superl. formed from

the adjective *jugos, 'closely connected', from

the stem ofjugum, 'yoke', jungere, 'to join'. See
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join and cp. next word. Cp. also jostle, joust,

adjust.

juxtapose, tr. v., to place side by side. — Formed

fr. juxta- and pose, 'to place'.

juxtaposition, n. — F., formed fr. juxta- and

position.

juzail, n. — A var. of jezail.

jynx, n., i) the wryneck; 2) a charm (from the use

of this bird in witchcraft). — ModL. jynx (pi.

jynges), fr. L. iynx, fr. Gk. Euy? (gen. tuYYo?),

'the wryneck'. Some philologists derive Juy? fr.

luJ^eiv, 'to shout, yell', so that fuyS would lit.

mean 'the shouting bird' (see jubilate). Accord-

ing to others, tuy^ is a word of foreign origin,

but was assimilated in form to liii^etv. See

Frisk, GEW., I 744 s.v. iuy^

Jynx, n., a genus of birds, the wryneck (ornithol.)

— ModL., fr. L. iynx, 'the wryneck'. See prec.

word.

K
Kaaba, n., the cube-shaped building in the Great

Mosque of Mecca containing the Black Stone

of Mecca. — Arab. kd'ba\ 'square house', fr.

ka'b, 'cube'. Cp. cube.

kaaina,n.,ahartebeest.— S.African native name.

Kabyle, n., i) a Berber of Algeria or Tunisia;

2) the langauge spoken by the Kabyles. — F.,

fr. Arab, qabd'il, pi. of qabtla'^, 'tribe', rel. to

qdbila, 'was in front of. See cabal and cp.

kiblah.

kaddish, n., doxology of the Jewish ritual. — Fr.

Aram, qaddfsh, 'holy', from the stem of q'dhash,

'was holy', Uhqadddsh, 'was sanctified', rel. to

Heb. qadhdsh, 'was holy', qadhSsh, 'holy'; see

Kedushshah. The kaddish prob. owes its name

to the second word of the text (y^yithqadddsh,

'and sanctified be').

KaflBr,Kaflr,n.,i)anon-Mohammedan;2)amem-

ber of the most intelligent group of S. African

Bantu races. — Fr. Arab, kdfir, 'infidel', prop,

part, of kdfara, 'he blotted out, covered, hid; he

denied'. See Yom Kippur and cp. cafard.

Derivative: Kaffir, Kafir, adj.

kaftan, n. — A var. of caftan,

kagu, n., a crested bird peculiar to Caledonia. —
Native name.

kaid, n., the chief of a tribe in N. Africa. — Arab.

qd'id, 'leader', part, of qdda, 'he led (the army)'.

Cp. alcaide.

kaO, n. — See kale.

kaimakam, n., lieutenant colonel of the Turkish

army.— Turk, qaimaqdm, 'deputy', contraction

of Arab, qd'im maqdm, 'substitute, proxy', lit.

'standing in the place (of another)', fr. qdUm,

participle of qdma, 'he stood', and maqdm,

'place' (also from the base of qdma), rel. to Heb.

and Aram, qum, 'to arise, stand up', Heb.

maqdm, 'place', Ethiop. goma, 'he stood', Ak-

kad. kummu, 'place, dwelling', kum, kemu, 'in

place of, and prob. also to Akkad. kaiamdnu,

'constant, enduring; the planet Saturn' (whence

Heb. kiyyOn, Syr. ki'wdn, Arab, and Pers.

kaiwdn, the planet Saturn').

kalnite, n., a compound of sulfates of potassium

and magnesium {mineral.) — G. Kainit, coined

by C. F. Zincken in 1865 fr. Gk. itaiv6<;, 'new',

which is cogn. with L. re-cen-s, gen. recentis,

'fresh, new', and suff'. -it, which goes back to

to Gk. -t-n)?. See recent and subst. suff. -ite.

KaiBozoic, adj. — See Cenozoic.

kairine, n., an alkaloid made from quinoline

{mineral.) — Prob. fr. Gk. xatfj^;, 'the right

season, the right time'. Cp. eucairite. For the

ending see chem. suff. -ine.

kaiser, n., an emperor; esp. {cap.) a German em-

peror. — G. Kaiser, fr. MHG. keiser, fr. OHG.
keisar, it. L. Caesar, whence also OE. casere.

OS. kesur, OFris. keiser (Goth, kaisar is bor-

rowed fr. Gk. Kaiaap, which itself is a loan

word fr. L. Caesar). See Caesar and cp. czar,

kaka, n., any of certain New Zealand parrots. —
Maori kaka, 'parrot', imitative of its cry.

kakapo, n., the owl parrot. — Maori. Cp. prec.

word.

kakemono, n., a Japanese hanging picture usually

mounted on a roller. — Jap.

kakistocracy, n., government by the worst men.
— Formed on analogy of aristocracy fr. Gk.

vtaxiCTTO?, 'worst' superl. of xax6?, 'bad', and

-xpa-riS, 'rule of, fr. xpdcTo?, 'strength, power,

rule'. See caco-, and -cracy. For the Greek

superl. suff. -ictto? in xaxiaro? see -est and cp.

Callisto and words there referred to.

kala, n., a black bulbul. — Hind, kdld, 'black',

fr. 01. kdlah, 'blue black, black', which is of

Dravidian origin (see Albert Thumb, Hand-

buch des Sanslcrit, II, p. 202). Cp. kala azar,

Kali,

kala azar, an infectious tropical disease. — Hind.

kdld azar, 'black sickness'. See kala.

kale, also kail, n. — Scot, variants of cole (q.v.)

Cp. sea kale.

kaleidophone, n., an instrument invented by the

English physicist Sir Charles Wheatstone (1802-

75) to make sound waves visible {physics). —
Lit. 'beautiful form of sound', coined fr. Ck.

xaX6?, 'beautiful', eISo?, 'form, shape', and
<pti)vr), 'sound, voice'. See calo-, eido- and phone,

'speech sound', and cp. next word.

kaleidoscope, n., an instrument showing various

patterns. — Lit. 'observer of beautiful forms'

;

coined by its inventor. Sir David Brewster

(1 781-1868) in 1817 fr. Gk. xaX6(;, 'beautiful',

elSoi;, 'form, shape', and -(ix67iiov, fr. oxoTteiv,

'to look at, examine'. See calo-, eido- and -scope.

Derivative : kaleidoscop-ic, kaleidoscop-ic-al,

adjs. kaleidoscop-ic-al-ly, adv.

kaleyard, kailyard, n., a cabbage garden. — Com-
pounded of kale, resp. kail, and yard.

Kali, n., one of the seven tongues of the goddess

Agni {Vedic mythol.) — OI. Kali, lit. 'the black

one', fern, of kdlati. See kala.

kali, n., glasswort. — Arab, qilt, 'charred ashes

of the saltwort'. See alkali and cp. kalium.

kalidium, n., a cystocarp {hot.)— ModL., fr. Gk.

xdXiSiov, dimin. formed fr. x(xXi4, 'hut, nest'.

See caliology and -idium.

kaligenous, adj., producing alkalis. — A hybrid

coined fr. kali and Gk. y^wav, 'to beget, bring

forth, generate, produce'. See -genous.

kaliuni, n., potassium {chem.) — ModL., fr.

Arab. qilf. See kali and 2nd -ium.

kallilite, n., a nickel bismuth sulfide {mineral.)—
Compounded of Gk. ytiXKoi, 'beauty' (fr. xotXii;,
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'beautiful') and Xi&o?, 'stone' (see calo- and

-lite); prop, translation of G. Schonstein (lit.

'beautiful stone'), name of the place where it

was first found.

Kalmia, n., a genus of plants, the laurel of Ame-

rica (bot!) — ModL., named after Peter Kalm

(1715-79), a pupil of Linnaeus. For the ending

see suff. -ia.

kalmuck, n., a member of any of a group of

Buddhist Mongol tribes.— Turk, kalmuk, prop.

'that part of a tribe which remains at home', pp.

of kalmak, 'to remain'.

kalong, n., a fruit-eating bat. — A Malay word.

Kama, n., the god of love in Hindu mythology.—
01. Kdmah, fr. kdmalf, 'desire, love', rel. to

kdyamdnaix, 'loving', Avestic kd-, 'to desire',

kdma, 'desire', fr. I.-E. base *qd-, 'to desire',

whence also L. cams, 'dear, precious'. See

charity,

kamala, n., name of an East Indian tree. — OI.

kamalam, 'lotus', which is prob. of Dravidian

origin.

kame, n., a narrow hill, ridge; an eskar (geol.) -

Scot, variant of comb,

kamsin, n. — See khamsin.

Kanaka, n., a native of the South Sea Islands. -

Hawaiian kanaka, 'man'.

Kanarese,n., i) a member of the people inhabiting

the districts of North and South Kanara in

India ; 2) the language spoken by this people. —
Formed fr. Kanara with suff. -ese.

kangaroo, n. — Australian native name.

kantar, n., an Egyptian weight corresponding

to the hundredweight. — Arab, qinldr, fr. Aram.

qintdr, qintard, short for qinfindrd, 'hundred

pounds', fr. Late Gk. xEV-r^vapio.;, representing

L. centendrius, 'consisting of a hundred ; weighing

a hundred pounds'. (See S. Fraenkel, Die ara-

maischen Fremdworter im Arabischen, Leiden

1886, p. 203). See centenarian and cp. centner.

Cp. also quintal and kilderkin.

Kantian, adj., pertaining to Immanuel Kant

(1724-1804) or his philosophy; n., an adherent

of the teachings of Kanl.

Kantianism, n., the philosophy of Immanuel

Kant. — See prec. word and -ism.

kaolin, n., china clay. — F., fr. Chinese kao-Ung,

lit. 'high hill' ; so called from the name of the

place where it was first found.

kapellmeister, n., conductor. — G., lit. 'chapel

master', compounded of Kapelle, 'chapel', and

Meister, 'master'. See chapel and master.

kapb, n., name of the nth letter of the Hebrew

alphabet. — Heb. kaph, lit. 'the hollow of the

hand' (rel. to kdphaph, 'he bent'); so called in

allusion to the ancient Hebrew form of this

letter. Cp. kappa.

kapok, n., silky fiber gained from the seed of the

cotton tree. — Malay kdpoq, 'cotton tree'.

kappa, n., the loth letter of the Greek alphabet.

— Gk. xainra, fr. Heb. kaph; see kaph. The a

was added because a Greek word cannot end
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with a 7t; cp. alpha and words there referred to.

Karaism, n., doctrine of the Karaites, based ex-

clusively on the literal interpretation of the Holy

Scriptures.—A hybrid coined fr. Heb. qdrd\ 'he

read', and suff. -ism (representing Gk. -ictjao?).

Karaism lit. means 'religion based on miqrd'

(i.e. the Bible text)'. See mikra and cp. kere,

Koran.

Karaite, n., an adherent of Karaism. — A hybrid

coined fr. Heb. qdrd, 'he read', and suff. -ite

(representing Gk. -iTrrfi). See prec. word.

kareeta, n., a silk bag for letters in the correspon-

dence of native nobles; letter (India). — Hind.

kharita, fr. Arab, kharifa", 'bag, purse', which

is rel. to Heb. kharit, of s.m.

karma, n., act; fate (Buddhism). — OI. karma,

'action, work, deed; fate', rel. to kj:ndti, karSti,

Avestic k^r'naoiti, 'makes', fr. I.-E. base

*q"'er-, 'to make, form'. See corpus and cp.

Sanskrit and words there referred to. Cp. also

the second element in Vishvakarma.

kaross, n., a cloak of skin worn by S. African

natives. — Prob. fr. Hottentot.

karroo, karoo, n., barren table laud in S. Africa.

— From a Hottentot word meaning 'dry'.

karyo-, before a vowel kary-, combining form

denoting the nucleus of a cell (biol.) — Gk.

y.ap'jo-, xap-j-, fr. xap'jov, 'nut, kernel', which is

cogn. with L. carina, 'keel of a ship'. Sec careen,

karyoplasm, n,, nuclear protoplasm. — Com-

pounded of karyo- and Gk. 7rXaa[xa, 'something

molded'. See -plasm and cp. cytoplasm.

Derivative; karyoplasm-ic, adj.

kasher, also kosher, adj., ritually fit or pure (said

esp. of food). — Heb. kdshSr, 'fit, suitable,

proper', in Mishnaic Heb. 'ritually fit, kasher',

from the base of kasher, 'was suitable, proper,

succeeded, prospered,' whence also hikhshir, 'he

made fit', in Mishnaic Heb. also 'he pronounced

ritually fit, he pronounced kasher", Heb. kishron,

'skill, success, advantage', in Modern Heb. also

'aptitude, talent', Mishnaic Heb. kSsher, 'fit-

ness' (whence sh'ath hakkSsher, 'opportunity'),

kashrdth, 'fitness', esp. 'ritual fitness'; rel. to

Aram. -Syr. k'shar, 'was fit or suitable', akhshir,

'made fit or suitable', ithkashshdr, 'was made

fit'. .Mishnaic Heb. heksher. Mod. Heb. hakh-

shdrd", 'a making fit, preparation'.

Derivative : kasher. kosher, tr. v.

kasolite, n., a hydrous uranium lead silicate

(mineral.) - Named after Kasolo in Katanga,

Congo. For the ending see combining form

-lite.

kata-. combining form. - - A var, of cata-.

katabolism, n. — See catabolism.

katha, n., story (Indian liter.) — OI. kathd, 'nar-

rative, story' (.whence kalhayuti, "tells, narrates ),

lit. 'how (scil. happened this)?', from the I.-E.

pronom. stem ka-, whence also OI. kdh, L. quis,

OE. hwd, 'who'. See who.

Katharine, Katherine, fem. PN. ~ See Catherine,

katydki, n., an insect of the locust family. — So

841
keepsake

called from the stridulous sound of the insect,

suggestive of the words katy did.

Derivative: katydid, intr. v.

kauri, n., a tall tree of New Zealand (Agathis

australis). — Maori.

kava, n., a Polynesian pepper shrub. — Native

name,

kavass, n., a Turkish policeman. — Turk, qawas,

fr. Arab, qawwds, 'bowman', fr. Arab, qaus,

'bow', which is rel. to Heb. qesheth, Aram.

qashtd, Syr. qeshtd, Akkad. qasthu, Ethiop.

qast, 'bow', Heb. qashshdth, Aram, qashshdthd,

Syr. qushshdthd, 'bowman'.

Kavi, Kawi, n., the ancient language of Java. —
Javanese kavi, 'poetic (scil. language)', fr. OI.

kavll}, 'wise, sage; seer, poet', which is rel. to

kavdrifi, 'stingy', d-kuvate, 'intends', and cogn.

with Gk. y.oka (for *Kof4o>), 'I mark, perceive,

hear', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qiu-, 'to look at, observe,

perceive', whence also OE. sceawian, 'to look,

see'. See show and cp. words there referred to.

kayak, n., an Eskimo canoe made of sealskin

stretched on a wooden frame. — Eskimo.

kea, n., a large New Zealand parrot. — Maori.

keck, intr. v., to retch. — Imitative.

Kedar, n., a tribe of northern Arabia. — Heb.

Qedhdr, fr. Qedhdr, son of Ishmael (see Gen.

25:3, IChr. 1:29), rel. to qddhdr, 'was black,

dark, swarthy', whence also qadhruth, 'dark-

ness, gloom', q^dhorannhh, 'gloomily,' QidhrSn,

name of a wady and valley east of Jerusalem,

Mishnaic Heb. q^dherd", 'pot', qadddr, 'potter',

and to Aram, qidhrd, q^dherd, Syr. qedhrd, 'pot',

Arab, qddhura, qddhira, 'was dirty'.

Derivative: Kedar-ite, adj. and n.

keddah, n., an enclosure for entrapping ele-

phants (India). — Hind, khedd, rel. to khednd

'to chase, hunt', fr. OI. dkhetah, khetah, 'hun-

ting', which is of uncertain origin.

kedge, tr. v., to warp (a ship); intr. v., to move

a ship by kedging (naut.) — Of uncertain ori-

gin; perh. a var. of cadge.

kedgeree, n., a mixture of rice and lentils cooked

together (India)— Hind, khichri, fr. OI. khiccd,

which is of uncertain origin.

Kedushah, n., proclamation of holiness, inserted

before the third benediction of the Amidah; it

is recited during the repetition of the Amidah

by the Reader (Hebrew liturgy). — Mishnaic

Heb. q^dhushshd", 'holiness', from the stem of

Heb. qddhdsh, 'was holy', whence also Heb.

qddhdsh, 'holy', qOdhesh, 'holiness', qOdhesh

qodhdshtm, 'the Holy of Holies', miqddsh, 'sanc-

tuary, temple' (lit. 'a sacred place'), qiddhh, 'he

hallowed, sanctified', Mishnaic Heb. qiddash,

'sanctification' ; rel. to Aram.-Syr. qaddhh, 'he

hallowed, sanctified", qaddtsh, 'holy', Arab, qd-

dusa, 'was pure, was holy', qdddasd, 'he puri-

fied, hallowed, sanctified; he went to Jeru-

salem', quds, 'purity, holiness', al-Quds, 'Jeru-

salem' (lit. 'the Holy Place'), qiddfs, 'holy', qad-

dOs, 'very holy', Akkad. quddusuh, 'to cleanse.

hallow, sanctify'. Cp. kaddish, kiddush, kiddu-

sbin, Kodashim.

keek, intr. v., to peep. — ME. kiken, fr. MDu.

kiken (whence Du. kijken).

Derivatives: keek, n., keek-er, n., keek-ing, n.

keel, n., the lowest longitudinal timber of a ship.

— ME. kele, fr. ON. kjolr, (whence Dan.,

Norw. kjel, Swed. kdl). Cp. MDu. kel, kil, G.

Kiel, 'keel'.

Derivatives: keel, tr. v., to turn up the keel of;

intr. v., to turn up the keel ; keel-age, n., keel-ed,

adj., keel-less, adj.

keel, n., ship, barge. — ME. kele, fr. MDu. kiel,

'ship', rel. to OE. ceol, OS., OHG. kiol, ON.

kjoll, MHG., G. Kiel, 'ship'; of uncertain ori-

gin. Gk. YauX6?, 'milkpail, waterbucket',

yaijXoi;, 'round-built Phoenician merchant ves-

sel', with which the above words are usually

connected, are prob. Sem. loan words; cp. Heb.

guild'*, 'basin, bowl' (see gelilah).

keel, tr. v., to keep cool. — ME. kelen, fr. OE.

celan, 'to cool', fr. col, 'cool'. See cool.

keelhaul, tr. v., to drag under the keel of a ship.

— Du. kielhalen, compounded of keel, 'kiel',

and halen, 'to haul'. See keel, 'timber of a ship',

and haul.

keelson, kelson, n., a set of timbers or plates

above the keel. — Prob. of Scand. origin. Cp.

Dan., Norw. kjelsvin, Swed. kdlsvin, which are

compounded of kjal, resp. kdl, 'keel', and svin

(fr. ON. svinn), 'pig'. Cp. also MDu. colzwijn,

Du. kolzwijn, G. Kielschwein, and see keel,

'timber of ship', and swine,

keen, adj., sharp. — ME. kene, 'sharp, bold', fr.

OE. cene, 'brave, bold, wise', rel. to ON. kainn,

'skillful, wise'. MDu. coene, Du. koen, 'bold',

OHG. kuoni, 'pugnacious, strong', MHG.
kiiene, G. kiihn, 'bold, daring'. These words

derive fr. Teut. *kdn-i and orig. denoted one

who knows. They are rel. to E. can, aux. v., and

to the first element in Conrad and in Kenelm

(qq.v.)

Derivatives: keen-ly, adv., keen-ness, n.

keen, n., lamentation, dirge. — Ir. caoine, 'wail,

dirge', fr. caoinim, 'I wail'. See keen, v.

Derivative: keen-er, n.

keen, intr. v., to wail; tr. v., to bewail. — Ir.

caoinim, fr. Olr. cdinim, coinim, 'I wail'.

keep, tr. and intr. v. — ME. kepen, fr. OE. cepan,

'to observe, notice, attend to, seek, keep', rel.

to OE. capian, OS. kapdn, OHG. kapfen, 'to

look', ON. kopa, 'to stare, gaze' ; of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives: keep, n. (q.v.), keep-er, n., keep-er-

ship, n., keep-ing, n.

keep, n. — ME. kep, keep, fr. kepen, 'to keep';

see prec. word. All meanings of the noun keep

are traceable to the original sense 'that which

keeps'.

keepsake, n. — Compounded of keep and sake.

The literal meaning of the word is 'object kept

for the sake (of the giver)'.
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keeshond, n., a small kind of dog. — Du., fr.

Kees hand. Kees is ditnin. of the PN. Cornells,

'Cornelius' (see Cornelius). Hand is rel. to E.

hound (q.v.)

keeve, n., a large tub. — ME. kive, keve, fr. OE.

cpf, which is of uncertain origin. It possibly

derives fr. VL. *cupia, fr. L. c«pa,'tub cask, tun,

vat'. See cup.

kef, kief, n., state of dreaminess caused by the

use of hemp or bhang. — Arab, kayf, in VArab.

pronounced kef, 'ease, well-being, pleasure'.

keg, n., a small cask. — Of Scand. origin; cp.

ON. kaggi, Swed. and Norw. kagge, 'cask'.

kehillah, n., Jewish community or congregation.

— Heb. g^hilM", 'assembly, congregation*, from

the stem oiqahdl, of s.m., hiqhil, 'he assembled',

whence also Qoheleth, 'Ecclesiastes', lit. 'assem-

bler, collector' ; rel. to qol, 'sound, voice', and to

Arab, qaul, of s.m. See cowle and cp. Koheleth

and the second element in bathkol.

kelp, n., a large seaweed. — From earlier kilp,

fr. ME. culp ; of unknown origin.

kelpie, kelpy, n., a water spirit resembling a horse

{Gaelic mythol.) — Prob. rel. to Gael, colpach,

'heifer, steer, colt', colpa, 'cow, horse'.

kelson, n. — See keelson.

Kelt, n. — See Celt.

kelt, n., salmon after spawning (5co/.) — Of

unknown origin.

kelyphite, n. (petrogr.) — Formed with subst.

suff. -ite fr. Gk. xeXO^o?, 'sheath, case', which

stands in gradational relationship to xaXuTrretv,

'to cover, hide, conceal'. See calyptra.

kemb, tr. v., to comb (dial. Engl.)— ME. kemben,

fr. OE. cemban, rel. to OS. kembian, ON. kemba,

OHG. kemben, 'to comb'. These words are

denominated fr. OE. camb, 'comb', resp. its OS.,

ON., OHG. equivalents. See comb and cp.

kempt,

kemp, n. (esp. used in the pi. kemps), coarse hair.

— ME. kempe, fr. Scand. Cp. ON. kampr,

'mustache', which is rel. to OE. cenep, OFris.

kanep, of s.m.

kempt, partic, adj., combed {archaic). — Pp. of

kemb.

ken, tr. v., to know. — ME. kennen, fr. OE. cen-

nan, 'to make known, declare, attest', prop,

causative of cunnan, 'to know', rel. to ON.

kenna, 'to know, make known', Swed. kdnna,

Dan. kjende, 'to know', OFris. kanna, kenna,

'to recognize, admit', OHG. chennan, OHG.,

MHG., 'to make known', G. kennen, 'to know',

Goth, kannjan, 'to make known'. See can, aux.

v., and cp. know.

ken, n., range of sight; range of knowledge. —
Fr. prec. word.

ken, n., a resort for thieves {slang). — Prob. short

for kennel, 'shelter for a dog'.

ken-, form of keno- before a vowel.

kenda], n., a green woolen cloth. — So called

from Kendal in Westmorland, England, where

this cloth was manufactured and dyed green.

Kenelm, masc. PN.— OE. Cenhelm, compounded

of cene, 'brave, bold', and helm, 'helmet'. See

keen, adj. and helmet.

Kennedya, n., a genus of herbs of the pea family

{hot.) — ModL., named after Lewis Kennedy,

a London gardener (1775-1818).

kennel, n., shelter for a dog. — ME. kenel, fr.

OF. (= F.) chenil, fr. chen (F. chien), 'dog', fr.

L. canem, ace. of canis, 'dog'. See hound and

cp. canine. Derivative: kennel, tr. and intr. v.

kennel, n., a gutter. — A doublet of cannel.

Kenneth, masc. PN.— Scot., fr. Gael. Caioneach,

lit. 'handsome, comely'.

keno, n., a game of chance resembling lotto. —
Prob. fr. F. quine, 'five winning numbers in a

lottery', fr. L. qulnl, 'five each', which is rel. to

quinque, 'five' (see quinque); so called because

in this game numbered balls are arranged in

rows of five; the player who first has a row of

five covered wins.

keno-, before a vowel ken-, combining form mea-

ning 'empty'. — Gk. xsvo-, xev-, fr. xev6(;,

'empty', which stands for *xevf6i; and is cogn.

with Arm. sin, 'empty, vain'. Cp. the first ele-

ment in cenotaph,

kenosis, n. {Christian theol.) — Eccles. L., fr.

Gk. x^toCTi?, 'an emptying', fr. xevoOv, 'to

empty', fr. xevAi;, 'empty'. See keno- and -osis.

kent, n., a long staff or pole. — L. contus, fr. Gk.

xovt6(;, 'a pole', which stands in gradational

relationship to xevteTv, 'to prick, goad', x£v-

Tpov, 'point, prickle, ox goad'. See center and

cp. quant, 'pole'.

Kentish, adj., pertaining to the county of Kent.—
ME., fr. OE. Centisc, formed with suflf. -isc fr.

Cent, 'Kent'. For the ending see adj. suff. -ish.

Cp. the first element in canterbury,

kentledge, n., pig iron used as ballast. — Of un-

certain origin.

kephalic, adj. — See cephalic,

kepi, n., a peaked cap worn by soldiers. — F.

kepi, fr. Swiss G. Kdppi, dimin. of G. Kappe,

'cap', fr. Late L. cappa, 'hood, cap'. See cap.

kept, past tense and pp. of keep. — ME. kepte,

kept, past tense and pp. oikepen, 'to keep'. See

keep, v.

keramic, adj. — See ceramic,

keratm, n., the basic substance of horns, nails,

hair and feathers (biochem.) — Formed with

chem. suff. -in fr. Gk. x^pa?, gen. xEpa-ro;,

'horn'. See cerato-.

keratitis, n., inflammation of the cornea of the

eye {med.) — Medical L., formed with suff. -itis

fr. Gk. xfpa?, gen. xspaTo;, 'horn'. See cerato-.

kerato-, before a vowel kerat-, combining form

meaning 'horn, homy'. — See cerato-.

keratose, n., a homy substance forming part of

the skeleton in some sponges {biochem^ —
Formed with subst. -ose fr. Gk. xlpas, gen.

x^paToi;, 'horn'. Sec cerato-.

keratosis, n., an excess of the homy layer of the

skin {med.) — Medical L., formed with suff.
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-osis fr. Gk. x£pai;, gen. xspaTOS, 'horn'. See

cerato-.

kerauno-, combining form meaning 'thunderbolt'.

— Gk. xepauvo-, fr. xlpacuvo?, 'thunderbolt'.

See cerauno-.

keraunograph, n. — See ceraunograph.

kerb, n. — A variant spelling of curb.

kerchief, n. — ME. curchef, coverchef, fr. OF.

cowechief, lit. 'cover head', fr. covrir (F. cou-

vrir), and chief, 'head; chief. See cover and

chief and cp. the first element in curfew.

kere, less correctly, keri {term of the Masorah),

part, adj., indicating that the reading given

in the margin should be substituted for what is

written in the text; n., the reading to be sub-

stituted. — Lit. '(to be) read', fr. Aram. q*re,

passive part, of q'rff, 'he read', which is rel. to

Heb. qdrSC, of s.m. See mikra and cp. Karaism,

Koran.

kerf, n., i) the act of cutting; 2) a cut made by

a saw; 3) a piece cut off. — ME. kirf, kerf, fr.

OE. cyrf, 'a cutting', rel. to OE. ceorfan, 'to

cut'. See carve.

Derivative: kerf, tr. v.

Kerite, n., a trademark for artificial cautchouc.

— Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. xiQp6i;,

'wax'. See cere, n., and cp. kerosene.

kermes, n., the bodies of the females of an insect

found on the kermes oak. — F. kermis, fr.

Arab, qlrmiz, ult. fr. OL kfmi-dza-, 'produced

by a worm'. See crimson and cp. carmine.

kermess, kermis, n., i) an annual outdoor fair

in the Low Countries; 2) in the United States,

an indoor fair. — Du. kermis, 'church-mass',

contraction of kerk mes, fr. kerk, 'church', and

mis, 'mass'. See church and Mass.

kem, kerne, n., a light-armed foot soldier in an-

cient Ireland. — Ir. ceatharn, 'a band of sol-

diers, a soldier'. Cp. cateran.

kernel, n. — ME., fr. OE. cyrnel, dimin. of corn.

See com, 'grain', and dimin. suff. -el.

Derivatives: kernel, tr. v., kernel{l)-ed, adj.

kerosene, n., an illuminating oil. — Formed with

suff. -ene fr. Gk. X7)p6<;, 'wax'. See cere, n., and

cp. Kerite.

Kerria, n., a genus of plants of the rose family

{bot.) — ModL., named after the English gar-

dener William Kerr (died in 1 8 1 4). For the ending

see suff. -ia.

kerrite, n., a kind of vermiculite {mineral.) —
Named after the American geologist W. C. Kerr

(1827-85). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Kerry, n., an Irish breed of cattle. — Named after

County Kerry in the Irish Free State.

kersey, n., a kind of coarse cloth. — Named after

Kersey, a village in Suffolk, England.

kerseymere, n., cassimere. — A blend of cassi-

mere and kersey.

kerygma, n., preaching. — Gk. xT]puYM'«' 'pro-

clamation', from the stem of xripuooew, 'to

proclaim (said of a herald)', which is denomi-

nated fr. KT^pOS. 'herald'. Sec cadnceiis and -ma.

kestrel, n., a kind of falcon {Falco tinnunculus).—
ME. castrel, fr. MF. cresserelle (F. crecerelle),

'kestrel', enlarged fr. cresselle, 'kestrel', fr. cres-

selle (F. crecelle), '(hand-)rattle', which prob.

derives fr. VL. *crepicella, 'a rattle', a word

related to L. crepitdculum, 'a rattle', crepita-

cillum, 'a small rattle', fr. crepitare, 'to rattle';

see crepitate. See Bloch-Wartburg, DELF.,

p. 160 s. w. crecelle and crecerelle.

ketch, n., a kind of small sailing vessel. — Fr.

earlier catch, from the verb catch, 'to seize' (q.v.)

ketchup, also catchup, catsup, n., a kind of

tomato sauce. — Chin, ke-tsiap, 'pickled fish

sauce'.

kethib, also spelled ketib {term of the Masorah),

part, adj., designating that which is written in

the text as opposed to the reading in the margin

called kere; n., that which is written in the text.

— Aram, k'thibh, 'written', passive part, of

k'thabh, 'he wrote' (whence also kHhdbh, 'a

writing'), rel. to Heb. kdtdbh, 'he wrote'. See

ketnbah.

kethubah, n. — See ketubah.

Kethubim, n. — See Ketubim.

ketone, n., a group of compounds containing

CH {chem.)— G. Keton, coined by the German
chemist Leopold Gmelin (1788- 1853) in 1848

fr. G. Aketon, fr. F. acetone. See acetone.

Derivatives: keton-ic, adj., keton-ize, tr. v.

kettle, n. — ME. ketel, fr. ON. ketill, fr. L. catil-

ius (dimin. of catinus,' deep vessel for cooking,

or serving up food'), whence also OE. cetel, OS.

ketil, ON. ketill, OFris. zetel, zitel, MDu. (Du.)

ketel, OHG. Arejji/ (MHG. /tejje/, G. Kessel),

Goth. *katils or *katilus (occurring only in gen.

pi. katile), 'kettle'. L. catinus is possibly cogn.

with Gk. xotuXt), 'anything hollow, cup, socket

of a joint'. OHG. kes^i (MHG. chesy) is bor-

rowed fr. L. catinus, OSlav. kotitH is a Teut. loan

word, Lith. katilas, Lett, kdtls, OPruss. calils

are borrowed from Slavonic, Cp. cotula, coty-

ledon. 01. cdtvdlah (masc.), 'hole', is prob. not

cognate with L. catinus, but rel. to catvdrah,

'four' (see four) and orig. denoted a square

hole.

ketubah, also spelled kethubah, n., Jewish mar-

riage contract. — Mishnaic Heb. k'thubbd'', lit.

'writing, writ', from the stem of Heb. kdthdbh, 'he

wrote' (whence also mikhtdbh, 'a writing, letter')

;

rel. to Aram.-Syr. k'thabh, 'he wrote' (whence

k'thabh, 'a writing'). Cp. Arab, kdtaba, 'he wrote',

kitib, Ethiop. katdb, 'book', which are Heb. or

Aram, loan words. The original meaning of the

Semitic base k-t-b seems to have been 'to en-

grave'; cp. Heb. k'thdbeth, 'tattooing' (Lev.

19 : 28), Arab, kdtaba in its orig. sense 'he sewed

together', and S. Arab, miktab, 'awl'. Cp.

kediib, Ketubim, kitab. For sense development

cp. Gk. YP*<peiv, 'to scratch, engrave, write'

(see -graph).

Ketubim, also spelled Kethubim, n. pi., the Hagio-

grapha {Bible). — Heb. k'thObhtm, lit. 'written
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things', pi . oikdthubh, '(something) written', pas-

sive partic. of kdtdbh, 'he wrote'. See prec. word.

Keturah, fem. PN. (,Bible). — Heb. Q^!urd\ lit.

'incense', from the stem of qitter, hiqtir, 'he

made sacrifices, smoke', whence also q^toreth,

'sweet smoke of sacrifice, incense'. See nectar,

kevalin, n., a soul freed from matter (/am«m).—
OL, fr. kevalah, 'alone, belonging exclusively

to a single person', fr. I.-E. base *qail-, *qoil-,

'complete, sound, well, happy', whence also

Goth, hails, 'complete, whole, well, sound', OE.

hdl, 'whole, uninjured, healthy'. See whole and

cp. words there referred to.

kevel, n., a peg or bollard to which certain ropes

are fastened {naut)—ONF. keville (correspond-

ing to F. cheville), 'peg, pin, bolt', fr. VL.

*cdvicula, dissimilated fr. Late L. cldvicula, 'a

little key'. See clavicle.

Kewpie, n., trademark for a doll. — Prob. altered

fr. Cupid.

kex, n., the dry stocks of hemlock or other

plants. — ME. kex, kyx, ult. fr. L. cicuta, 'hem-

lock'. See Cicuta.

key, n., an instrument for opening or closing a

door, box, etc. — ME. keye, keige, etc., fr. OE.

cig, lit. 'tool to cleave with', fr. Teut. base *ki-,

'to cleave, split; to germinate, rise (said of

flowers)', whence also OHG., MHG. kll, G.

Keil, 'wedge', Goth, us-kijans (passive part.),

'come forth' (said of seeds), OS., OHG. kimo,

MHG. kinm, G. Keim, 'germ', G. keimen, 'to

germinate'-, OS. kin, MLG. k'lne, MDu. kene,

'germ', OS., OHG. klnan, Goth, keinan, 'to

germinate', OE. cinan, 'to gape, crack', OE.

cid, OS. kith, OHG. (frumi) kldi, MHG. kide,

'sprout'. Teut. base *ki- corresponds to I.-E.

*gei-, *gl-, whence Arm. cU, ciui, 'stalk, blade',

IjM. zeiju, ziet, 'to rise' (said of flowers; also

fig.) See chine, 'valley', and chink, 'crack'.

key, tr. and intr. v. — ME. keyen, fr. key, keye,

'key'. See key, n.

key, n. — A var. of quay.

Keziah, i) fern. FN.; 2) in the Bible, one of Job's

daughters. — Heb. Q'tzVd'^, lit. 'cassia'. See

cassia.

khaki, adj., dust-colored ; n., a dust-colored cloth

used for military uniforms. — Hind, khaki,

'dusty, dust-colored', fr. Pers. khdk, 'dust'.

khalif, n. — A var. of caliph,

khalifate, n. — A var. of caliphate,

khalsa, n., the community of the Sikhs. — Hind.,

fr. Arab, khdlisa", 'pure', prop. fem. pp. of

khdlasa, 'he was pure, withdrew, retired', which

is rel. to Akkad. halsii, 'pure', Heb. hdldtz, 'he

drew off, withdrew', hillctz, 'he saved, delivered,

freed', .^ram.-Syr. hdldtz, 'he drew off, with-

drew', Syr. halitzd, 'free'.

khamsin, also spelled kamsin, n., a hot wind

flowing from the Sahara for about fifty days

(in March, April and May). -~ Arab, khamsin,

'fifty', short for nkh-al-khamstn, 'the wind of

fiftv (davs)'. Khamstn is een. of khamsin, 'fifty'.

which is rel. to Heb. hdmishshim, Aram.-Syr.

hamshtn, Akkad. hamshdti, 'fifty'.

khan, n., a title of ruler in Mohammedan coun-

tries. — Pers. and Arab, khdn, 'lord, prince', fr.

Turki khdn, contraction of khdqdn, 'ruler,

sovereign', which is prob. of Mongolian origin.

khan, n., a caravanserai. — Pers. and Arab, khdn,

'caravanserai, inn'. Cp. astrakhan,

khanate, n., a district ruled by a khan. — A
hybrid coined fr. khan, 'title of ruler', and -ate,

a suffix of Latin origin.

khansamah, n., a butler {India). — Hind, khdn-

sdmdn, fr. Pers. khdnsdmdn, lit. 'lord of stores',

fr. khdn, 'lord' (see khan, 'title of ruler'), and

sdmdn, 'stores, household'.

khedive, n., title of the Turkish viceroy of Egypt

{hist.) — F. khedive, fr. Turk, khidiv, fr. Pers.

khidlw, 'prince', a derivative of khiidd, 'master,

prince'.

Derivatives: khediv-al, khedivi-al, adjs., khe-

divi-ate, n.

khidmatgar, khidmutgar, n., a male waiter {In-

dia). — Hind, khidmatgar, fr. Pers. khidmatgar,

a hybrid formed fr. Arab, khidma'*, 'service' (fr.

khddama, 'he served'), with Pers. sufi'. -gdr,

'holder, owner'.

Khitan, adj. and n., Tatar. — Lit. 'of the king-

dom of the Khitans', fr. Khitai, name of a Tatar

kingdom. See Cathay.

khoja, khojah, n., a title of respect In Persia, In-

dia and Turkestan. — Turk, khojah, fr. Pers.

khwdjah.

kibbutz, n., a collective agricultural settlement in

Israel. — Heb. qibbittz, tit. 'gathering, assem-

blage', prop, verbal noun of qihiyhz, 'he gather-

ed, gathered together', Pi'el of qdbhatz, 'he

gathered'; rel. to Arab, qdbada, 'he grasped,

seized'.

kibe, n., chillblain. — ME. kybe. Cp. W. cibi,

cibiost, 'chillblain'.

kibitzer, n., i) looker-on at a card-game; 2) a

meddlesome person. — G. Kiehilzer (slang), 'a

looker-on (at cards)', fr. kiebitzen, 'to look on',

fr. Kiebitz, 'pewit, plover', whence arose the

meaning (used only in slang) 'a meddlesome

looker on'. The birdname Kiebitz derives fr.

MHG. gibi^, giwis, which is of imitative origin.

Cp. MLG. kivit, MDu., Du. kievit, 'plover', and

E. pewit, which all are imitative.

kiblah, n., the point toward which the Moham-
medans turn in prayer (i.e. the Kaaba in

Mecca). — Arab, qibia'', 'direction to which

Mohammedans turn in prayer', fr. qdbila, 'he

lay oppo.->itc, was in front or. See cabal and

cp. Kabyle.

kibosh, n., in the phrase to put the kibosh on, 'to

put an end to'. — Of unknown origin.

kick, intr. and tr. v., to strike with the foot. -—

ME. kiken, of unknown origin. Cp. kicksies.

Derivatives: kick, n., a blow with the foot,

kick-er, n.

kickshaw, kickshaws, n., fancy dish; delicacy. —
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Corrupted fr. F. quelque chose, 'something', fr.

quelque, 'some', and chose, 'thing'. F. quelque

is compounded of quel (fr. L. qudlis), 'of what

kind or nature', and que (fr. L. quod), 'what';

see quality and quod. F. chose derives fr. L.

causa; see cause, n.

kicksies, n. pi., trousers {slang). — Fr. kick, to

strike with the foot'.

kid, n., I) a young goat; 2) {slang) a child.— ME.

kid, kidde, fr. ON. kid (whence also Dan., Swed.

kid), 'a kid', rel. to OHG. kizzi, chizzi, MHG.,

G. kitze, 'kid'; of imitative origin. Cp. next

word and the first element in kidnap.

Derivative: kid, intr. v., to bring forth young

(said of goats).

kid, tr. v., to hoax, humbug. — Prob. fr. kid,

'a young goat', and Ut. meaning, 'to make a

kid of.

Derivative: kid, n., a hoax.

kid, n., a small tub. — Prob. a var. of kit, 'tub'.

Kidderminster, n., a kind of carpet. — Prop, 'a

carpet made at Kidderminster'; so called after

the town Kidderminster in England.

kiddle, n., a barrier with nets, used for catching

fish. — ME. kydle, fr. OF. quidel, guidel (F.

guideau), of uncertain origin.

kiddush, n., proclamation of the holiness of the

sabbath or a festival, by saying the benediction

over wine (or over two loaves) and over the

sabbath, resp. the festival {Jewish ritual). —
Mishnaic Heb. qiddash, 'sanctification', prop,

verbal noun of Heb. qiddish, 'he hallowed,

sanctified'. See Kedushah and cp. words there

referred to.

kiddushin, n. pi., i) Jewish betrothal; 2) {cap.)

a Mishnaic and Talmudic treatise dealing with

betrothal and marriage. — Mishnaic Heb. Qid-

dushin, prop. pi. of qiddOsh, 'sanctification'. See

prec. word.

kiddy, n., i) a young goat; 2) a little ch\\d{slang).

— Formed with suff. -y fr. kid, 'a young goat'.

kidnap, tr. v. — Compounded of kid, 'a young

goat', used in the sense of 'child', and nap, dial,

form of nab, 'to seize, catch, steal'.

Derivatives: kidnapp-er, n., kidnapp-ing, n.

kidney, n. — ME. kidenei, which stands for

kiden-ei. The first element is unknown. The

second element is identical with ME. ei, 'egg'.

See egg.

kief, n. — See keg.

kieselguhr, n., a fine siliceous powder used as an

absorbent. — G. (now spelled Kieselgur), com-

pounded of Kiesel, 'flint' (see chesil) and Guhr

{Gur), 'earthy deposit', lit. 'fermentation', from

the stem of gdren, to ferment'. See chesil and

guhr.

kieserite, n., a hydrous magnesium sulfate {mi-

neral.) — G. Kieserit, named after Dietrich G.

Kieser, president of the Academy of Jena (died

in 1862). For the ending -it, which goes back to

Gk. -t-crfi, see subst. suif. -ite.

kild, n., the castor-oil plant. — Fr. Egypt.,

km

whence also Akkad. kukkdnita, Heb. qiqdyOn.

kikumon, n., Japanese imperial emblem, rep-

resenting an open chrysanthemum. — Jap.,

compounded of kiku, 'chrysanthemum', and

mon, 'crest'. Cp. the second element in kirimon.

kil-, the first element in many Celtic place names,

meaning 'cell, church, burial place'. — Gael.

and Ir. -cil, fr. cill, a gradational variant of

ceall, 'cell, church, burial place', fr. L. cella.

See cell.

kilerg, a physical unit of work, equal to 1000

ergs. — See kilo- and erg.

kilderkin, n., i) a cask; 2) an old English liquid

measure. — ME., dissimilated fr. MDu. kin-

derkin (also kindeken), a dimin. formed with

suff". -kin, fr. OF. quintal, 'quintal, hundred-

weight'. See quintal.

kill, tr. and intr. v. — ME. killen, fr. earlier

cullen, prob. rel. to ME. quellen, 'to kill, strike',

fr. OE. cwellan, of s.m., causative of cwelan, 'to

die'. See quell and cp. qualm.

Derivatives: kill, n., kill-er, a., kitl-ing, adj.

and n.

killadar, n., commandant of a fortress {India). —
A hybrid coined fr. Arab, qdfa'', 'fortress', and

Pers. suif. -ddr, 'holder, possessor'. For the ety-

mology and force of this suff. see aumildar and

cp. words there referred to.

kiln, n., a large oven. — ME. kilne, kulne, fr. OE.

cylene, cylne, fr. L. culina, 'kitchen'. See

culinary.

kilo-, combining form meaning 'one thousand'.

— F. kilo-, fr. Gk. xi>.wt (Ion. xsi>-">0, 'a

thousand', which is of uncertain origin. It is

perh. cogn. with L. mille, 'a thousand'; see

mille.

kilo, n., a kilogram. — F., short for kilogramme.

See next word.

kilogram, kilogramme, n. — F. kilogramme, lit.

'one thousand grams', coined fr. kilo- and gram,

'the metric unit of weight'.

kiloliter, kilolitre, n. — F. kilolitre, lit. 'one

thousand liters', coined fr. kilo- and liter,

kilometer, kilometre, n. — F. kilometre, lit. 'one

thousand meters', coined fr. kilo- and Gk.

(XETpov, 'measure'. See -meter.

Derivatives: kilometr-ic, kilometr-ic-al, adjs.

kilowatt, n. (e/ec?r.) — Lit. 'one thousand watts',

coined fr. kilo- and watt.

kilt, tr. v., to tuck up. — Of Scand. origin; cp.

Dan. kilte, Swed. kilta, 'to tuck up', ON. kil-

ting, 'shirt'.

Derivatives: kilt, n., kilt-ed, adj., kill-ing, n.

kilter, kelter, n., good condition {colloq.) — Of

uncertain origin.

kimberlite, n., a peridotite often containing dia-

monds {petrogr.) — Named after Kimberley in

S. Africa, where it occurs. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

kimono, n., a long, loose Japanese garment. —
Jap., lit. a thing {mono) put on {ki).

kin, n., family, relationship. — ME. kin, kun, fr.
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OE. cynn, 'kind, kin, race, species, family', rel.

to OE. cennan, 'to beget', to bear', ON. kyn,

OHG. chunni, MHG. kiinne, Gotll. kuni, 'family,

race', ON. kundr, 'son', OS., OHG., MHG., G.
kind, 'child', fr. Teut. base *ken-, corresponding

to I.-E. *gen, 'to beget, bear, bring forth',

whence OI. jdnati, 'begets', jdnah, 'race', Gk.
yiY^E"''^''" (for yi-YVE-(jftai), 'to become, hap-

pen', ybizmc,, 'origin, source, birth, race

descent', L. genus, 'birth, descent, origin, race,

sort, kind, class'. See genus and words there

referred to and cp. esp. kinchin, kind, n., kind,

adj., kindred, king. Cp. also the first element in

kindei^arten.

Derivative: kin-ship, n.

kin-, form of kino- before a vowel.

-kin, dimin. suflf. as in kilderkin, lambkin, manni-

kin. — ME. -kin, fr. MDu. -kin, -kijn, prop, a

double dimin. suff. formed from the dimin.

suffixes -k and dimin. -in: cp. OS. -kin, MHG.
-kin, G. -chen.

kinah, n., an elegy, a dirge (Hebrew poetry). —
Heb. qina'^, 'elegy, dirge' (whence qinin, 'he

chanted a kinah'), rel. to Syr. qintd, 'elegy',

qdyna", 'slave girl who is a singer', Ethiop.

qene, 'song' (with reduplication, Syr. qanqen,

'he sang', Jewish-Aram, qunqannithd, 'musical

instrument'), fr. Sem. stem q-y-n, 'to fit to-

gether, fabricate', whence also Arab, qdna, 'he

fabricated, forged', qayn, 'craftsman, worker in

steel or another metal, smith', Aram, qend'd,

Syriac qendyd, Akkad. qinai, 'metal worker'.

For sense development cp. Gk. Ttoi-r)Tr)i;, 'poet',

lit. 'a maker', fr. tioieTv, 'to make, produce'.

Cp. Cain, Elkanah.

kinchin, n., child. — Corrupted fr. G. Kindchen,

'little child', dimin. oi Kind, 'child', which is rel.

to ON. kundr, 'son'. See kin and -kin.

kincob, n., a kind of East Indian brocade. —
Hind, kimkhdb, fr. Pers. kimkhdb.

kind, n. — ME. kinde, kund, kende, fr. OE. cynd,

ge-cynd, 'kind, nature, quality, manner, origin,

generation, offspring', rel. to OE. cyn, 'kind,

kin'. See kin and cp. kind, adj.

kind, adj. — ME. kinde, kynde, kunde, fr. OE.
cynde, ge-cynde, 'innate, natural', lit. 'according

to nature', fr. cynd, ge-cynd. See kind, n.

Derivatives: kindly, kindness (qq.v.)

kindergarten, n. — G. Kindergarten, lit. 'garden

of children', coined by the German educator

Friedrich Frobel (i782-i852)in 1840 fr. Kinder,

pi. of Kind, 'child', and Garten, 'garden'. For the

first element see kin, for the second see garden.

Derivatives: kindergarten-er. n. (cp. G. Kinder-

gartner), kindergarten-ing, n.

kindhearted, adj. — Compounded of kind, adj.,

and -hearted (see heart and 3rd -ed); first used

by Miles Coverdale (1488-1569), English trans-

lator of the Bible, in 1535.

Derivatives: kindhearted-ly, adv., kindhearted-

ness, n.

kindle, tr. and intr. v. — ME. kindlen, formed fr.

ON. kynda, 'to light a fire', with freq. sufF. -le.

Derivatives: kindl-er, n., kindl-ing, n.

kindly, adj. — ME., fr. OE. cyndelic, ge-cyndelic,

'natural', fr. cynd, ge-cynd, 'nature'. See kind,

n., and adj. suff. -ly.

Derivative: kindli-ness, n.

kindly, adv. — ME., fr. OE. cyndelice, ge-cynde-

lice, 'naturally', fr. ge-cynde, 'natural'. See kind,

adj., and adv. suflf. -ly.

kindness, n. — ME. kindenesse, fr. kinde. See

kind, adj., and -ness.

kindred, n. — ME. kinrede, kinreden, compounded
of kin, fr. OE. cynn, 'kind, kin, race, species,

family', and -red, fr. OE. rxden, 'rule, condition'

(fr. rxdan, 'to advise, discuss, rule, guess, read'),

used as a noun. See kin and read and cp. the

second element in hatred. The first d in kindred

is epenthetic.

Derivatives: kindred, adj., kindred-ship, n.

kine, n., archaic and poetic pi. of cow. — OE.
cyna (gen. pi.), 'of cows', fr. cy, 'cows', pi. of

cu, 'cow'. See cow.

kinema, n. — See cinema.

kinematic, also kinematical, adj., pertaining to

kinematics. — See cinema and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: kinematic-al-ly, adv.

kinematics, n., that branch of science which deals

with motion. — Formed with suff. -ics fr. Gk.
)t(vr)|jta, gen. xlvrifxaxo?, 'motion', fr. xTvetv. See

kinetic and cp. words there referred to.

kinematograph, n. — See cinematograph.

kinesis, n., physical movement. — Gk. xfvYjtjt;,

'movement, motion', fr. kiveTv. See next word
and cp. akinesia, diadochokinesis, hyperkinesia,

telekinesis.

kinesthesia, kinesthesis, also kinaesthaesia, kin-

aesthesis, n., the muscle sense {psychoid) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. xTveTv, 'to move',

and aiCT{^T]at(;, 'perception'. See kin- and esthetic.

kinesthetic, also kinaesthetic, adj., pertaining to

kinesthesia. — See prec. word and esthetic.

kinetic, adj., i) pertaining to motion; 2) having

moving force. — Gk. xtvrjTixo?, 'putting in

motion', fr. xTvt;t6<;, 'moved', verbal adj. of

xTveTv, 'to move', which is rel. to xiciv, 'to go',

and cogn. with L. ciere, 'to put in motion',

citdre, 'to put into quick motion'. See cite and
cp. cinema, cinerama, kinematics, kino-, Acineta.

Derivatives: kinetic-al, adj., kinetic-al-ly, adv.

kinetics, n., that branch of science which deals

with the action of forces in causing or changing

the motion of bodies.— See prec. word and -ics.

kineto-, combining form denoting motion.— Gk.
xivTjTo-, fr. xTvrxoc, 'moved', verbal adj. of

xiveiv, 'to move'. See kinetic.

kinetoscope, n., an instrument for producing mo-
tion pictures. — Compounded of kineto- and

Gk. -CTx67Ttov, fr. oxoTreTv, 'to look at, examine'.

See -S€»pe.

Derivative: kineloscop-ic, adj.

king, n. — ME. kynge, fr. OE. cyning, cyng,

'king', rel. to Du. koning, OS., OHG. kuniag.
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kunig, ON. konungr, Dan. konge, Swed. konung,

kung, MHG. kiinic, kiinec, G. Kdnig: fr. Teut.

•kuninga-z, 'king', which is formed fr. *kunya-,

'kind, kin, race, species, family' and suff. -ing,

-ung; see km and patronymic suff. -ing. OE.

cyning, etc., orig. denoted 'pertaining to a kin',

whence arose the meaning 'the first of his kin'.

Cp. the second element in erlking. Finn, kunin-

gas, 'king', and OSIav. kun^gH, kun^zi, 'prince',

Lith. kUnigas, Lett, kilngs, 'clergyman, priest',

are Teut. loan words. Cp. knez.

Derivatives: king, tr. and intr. v., king-less, adj.,

king-less-ness, n., king-like, adj. and adv., king-

ly, adj. and adv., king-li-ness, n.

kfa^dom, n. — ME., fr. OE. cyningdom, n., fr.

cyning, 'king'. See prec. word and -dom.

kinglet, n. — A hybrid coined fr. king and -let,

dimin. suff. of French origin.

kink, n., a twist in a rope. — Fr. Swed. or Du.

kink, 'a twist in a rope', which are rel. to ON.

kika, 'to bend at the knee', Norw. kank, 'a

twist'.

Derivatives: kink, intr. and tr. v., kink-y, adj.,

kink-i-ly, adv., kink-i-ness, n.

kinkajou, n., a racoonhke animal. — F., of Al-

gonquian origin.

kinkhost, n., whooping cough. — Rel. to Fris.

kinkhoast, MLG. kinkhoste, Du. kinkhoest,

'whooping cough', and to chincough (q.v.)

kinkle, n. — Formed fr. kink with dimin. suff. -le.

Derivatives: fciViA/e, tr. and intr. v., kinkl-ed, adj.

kinnikinnic, kinnikinic, n., mixture of dried leaves

and bark, used instead of tobacco. — A

N. American Indian word lit. meaning 'mixture'.

kino, n., gum of various tropical trees. — A

W. African native word.

kino-, before a vowel kin-, combining form de-

noting motion. — Gk. xXvo-, xiv-, fr. xiveiv,

'to move'. See kinetic.

kinoplasm, n., the active element of protoplasm.

— Compounded of kino- and Gk. nXiaiia,

'something molded'. See -plasm.

kiosk, also kkMque, n., an open pavilion or sum-

merhouse; an open building used as a news-

stand. — F. kiosque, fr. Turk, kioshk, 'pavilion',

fr. Pers. kOshk, 'palace'.

kip, n., the hide of a calf or another young beast.

— Of uncertain origin.

kip, n., a lodging; a bed (slang). — Rel. to Dan.

kippe, 'a miserable inn'.

kipper, n., the male salmon. — ME. kypre, fr.

OE. cypera, 'a kind of salmon', prob. rel. to OS.

cupiro, of s.m., and to OE. copor, 'copper' (see

copper), and so called in allusion to the copper-

colored spots of the male salmon.

Derivative: kipper, tr. v., to cure (fish) by salting

and drying.

kirimon, n., the Japanese Imperial emblem rep-

resenting three leaves and three buds of the

paulownia tree. — Jap., compounded of kiri,

'the paulownia tree", and mon, 'crest'. Cp. the

second element in Idkumon.

kitab

kirk, n., a church (Northern Engl, and Scot.). —
ON. kirkja, fr. OE. cirice, circe, 'church'. See

church and cp. kermis,

kirsch, n., kirschwasser. — See next word.

kirschwasser,n., an alcoholic liquor distilled from

the fermented juice of cherries. — G., lit. 'cherry

water', fr. Kirsche, 'cherry', and Wasser, 'water'.

The first element derives fr. MHG. kirse, fr.

OHG. kirsa, fr. VL. *ceresia, fr. Imperial L.

cerasium, 'cherry'; see cherry. For the second

element see water.

kirtle,n., i) a man's tunic; 2) a woman's skirt

(archaic or dial.) — ME. kirtel, fr. OE. cyrtel,

rel. to ON. kyrtill, 'tunic'. Both the OE. and

the ON. word are prob. formed fr. L. curtus,

'short', and the dimin. suff. -el, resp. -ill, and

orig. denoted a short garment. See curt and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see

suff. -el.

Kislev, also Kislew, n., name of the ninth Jewish

month. — Heb. kislew, fr. Akkad. kislimu, ki.^-

liwu. For the interchangibility of w and m in

Akkadian cp. Marheshvan.

kismet, n., fate.— Turk, qismet, fr. Arab, qisma",

'portion, lot, fate', fr. qdsama, 'he divided, dis-

tributed, apportioned', esp. 'he divided by draw-

ing lots at the sanctuary', whence dqsama, 'he

swore'; rel. to Ethiop. qasdma, Heb. qdsdm,

Aram, q^sam, Syr. q^tzam, 'he practiced divi-

nation', Heb. qesem, Aram, qismd, 'divination'

kiss, tr. and intr. v. — ME. kissen, fr. OE. cyssan,

rel. to OS. kussian, ON. kyssa, OFris. ke.ssa,

Du., OHG. kussen, MLG., MHG., G. kii.isen.

'to kiss', which are denominated fr. OE. coss,

ON., OFris. koss, resp. OS., MLG., Du., OHG.

kus, 'kiss'; prob. cogn. with Gk. xuveiv, 'to

kiss', Hitt, kuwash-anzi, 'they kiss', OI. cum-

bati, 'he kisses'. All these words are of imitative

origin.

kiss, n. — ME., alteration (due to the influence

of the verb kissen) of cos, fr. OE. coss. See

kiss, v.

kist, n., a chest (Northern Engl, and Scot.) —
ME. kiste, kist, fr. ON. kista, 'chest', fr. L.

cista. See chest and cp. cist.

Itist^ n. — The same as cist, 'a sepulchral stone

chest'.

kistvaen, n., a stone coffin. — W. cistfaen, lit. 'a

stone chest'. See cistvaen.

kit, n., a wooden tub, tankard. — MDu. kitte

(Du. kit), rel. to Norw. kitte, 'bin'. Cp. kid,

'a small tub', and caboodle,

kit, n., a small fiddle used formerly by dancing

teachers. — Abbreviation of OE. cythere, fr.

L. cithara, 'lute', fi. Gk. xiOipa. See cither.

kit, n. — Abbreviation of kitten,

kitab, n., a book; esp. the Koran or the Bible

(Mohammedanism). — Arab, kitab, 'book', lit.

'a writing', fr. Aram, k'thdbh, 'a writing', fr.

k'thabh, 'he wrote' (whence Arab, kdtaba, 'he

wrote'). See ketnbah and cp. words there re-

ferred to.
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Kit-cat, adj., i) designating a club founded by
Whig politicians in London in 1703; so called

from Christopher (Kit) Ca/(ling), keeper of the

tavern in which the club first met ; 2) designating

a particular size of portrait which is less than
half-length; said to have been so called because

the room in which the portraits of the members
of the Kit-cat Club were to be hung was too
low for half-length pictures.

Derivatives: Kit-cat, n. i) the Kit-cat Club; 2) a

Kit-cat portrait.

kitchen, n. — ME. kuchene, kichene, kichen, fr.

OE. cycene, fr. L. cuclna [whence also It. cucina,

OProveng. cozina, F. cuisine, Sp. cocina, and
MDu. cokene (Du. keuken), OHG. chuhhina

(MHG. kiichen, kiiche, G. KUche), Dan. kj0k-

ken], dissimilated var. of L. coquma, 'kitchen',

fr. coquere, 'to cook'. See cook and cp. cuisine.

Derivatives: kitchen, tr. v., kitchen-er, n., kit-

chenette (q.v.)

Idtchenette, n. — A hybrid coined fr. kitchen

with -ette, a suff. of French origin.

kitchen midden, refuse marking a primitive hu-

man settlement. — Dan. kjekken medding, lit.

'kitchen midden'. See kitchen and midden.

kichery, n. — A variant of kedgeree.

kite, n. — ME. kite, fr. OE. cyta, 'kite, bittern',

rel. to ciegan (for orig. *kaujan), 'to call', MHG.
(stein-)kiize, G. Kauz, 'screech owl', MLG.
kitten, 'to chatter, babble, prate', LG. kdter

(whence G. Koter), 'cur, dog', fr. I.-E. base

*gou-, *gow-; 'to shout, cry', whence also OI.

gdvate, 'sounds, resounds', Gk. yoSv, 'to wail,

groan, weep', yooq, 'wailing, groaning, weeping',

OE. cyme, 'fine, beautiful, splendid', orig. 'frail,

delicate, tender'. See comely.

kith, n., now used only in the phrase kith and kin.

— ME. cuththe, kith, fr. OE. cydd(u}-, 'know-

ledge, acquaintance, relationship; native coun-

try', fr. cad, 'known', pp. of cunnan, 'to know'.

See can, aux. v., and cp. uncouth.

kitling, n., a small kitten. — ME., fr. ON. ket-

lingr, 'kitten; young of other animals', dimin.

of kottr, 'cat'. See cat and dimin. suff. -ling.

kittel, n., a white cotton robe which pious Jews
wear during the High Holiday services, and in

which they are buried. — Yiddish kitel, fr. G.
Kittel, 'frock, coat', fr. MHG. kittel, kitel, ult.

fr. Arab, qutn, 'cotton', whence also G. Kattun,

'cotton' ; see cotton. For the ending -el in kittel

see the suffixes -el and -le.

kitten, n. — ME. kitoun, a blend of kitling and
ONF. caton (corresponding to OF., F. chatori),

'little cat', dimin. of ONF. cat (corresponding

to OF., F. chat), 'cat'. See cat and cp. kittle, 'to

bring forth kittens', kitty, 'kitten'.

Eterivatives: kitten, intr. v., kitten-ish, adj.,

kitten-ish-ly, adv., kitten-ish-ness, n.

kittiwake, n., seagull of the genus Rissa. — Imi-

tative of its cry.

kittle, tr. v., to tickle. — ME. kytyllen, fr. MDu.
(= Du.) kietelen; rel. to ON. kitla, OHG. kiz-

zilon, kuzzilon, MHG., G. kitzeln, 'to tickle'.

Cp. tickle, which is a metathesis var. of kittle.

kittle, intr. v., to bring forth kittens {ohsol.) —
Prob. back formation fr. kitling.

kitty, n., a pet name for a kitten. — Formed fr.

kit, 'kitten', with dimin. suff. -y.

kitty, n., a prison or jail {Northern Engl, or slang).

— Of uncertain origin.

kiwi, n., a flightless bird of New Zealand; ap-

teryx. — Maori, of imitative origin.

klaprothite, n., a synonym oflazulite (mineral.)—
Named after the German mineralogist Martin
Heinrich Klaproth (1743-1817). For the ending
see subt. suff. -ite.

klaprotholite, n., a copper bismuth sulfide

(mineral.) — See prec. word and -lite.

Klaxon, n., a trade mark for motor horns. —
Coined from the stem of Gk. xXaJ^ai (fut.

xXcicY^"). 'I shout aloud, scream', which is cogn.

with L. clangere, 'to resound'. See clang,

kleeneboc, n., a small kind of antelope (Antilope

perpusilla). — S. African Du. kleinbok, lit.

'little buck', fr, Du. klein, 'small', and bok, 'buck'.

See clean and buck,

kleisto-, combining form. — See cleisto-.

klepht, n., one of a group of Greeks who after

the conquest of Greece by the Turks formed
communities of partisans; a brigand. — Mod.
Gk. xX^tpTTj?, corresponding to Gk. liki-Kiriq,

'thief, robber', from the stem of xXetttsiv, 'to

steal', whence—with vowel gradation

—

xXottt),

'theft', xXo7t6<; and xXcdJj, 'thief; cogn. with L.

clepere, 'to steal', Goth, hlifan, 'to steal', hliftus,

'thief, Mir. cluain, 'deception, flattery', cluai-

nech, 'deceptive'. Cp. klepto-, kleptomania,

clepsydra.

Derivatives: klepht-ic, adj., klepht-ism, n.

klepto-, combining form meaning 'theft' or

'thief. — Gk. xXettto-, fr. xX^ttttji;. See klepht.

kleptomania, n., an uncontrollable propensity to

steal (med.) — Medical L., coined fr. klepto-

and Gk. jjtavtS, 'madness, frenzy'. See mania.

Derivative: kleptomani-ac, n. and adj.

klino-, combining form. — See clino-.

klippe, n., a thrust mass of strata, an outlier

(geol.) — G. Klippe, 'cliff, crag, steep rock', fr.

MHG. klippe, fr. MDu. klippe (Du. klip), which
is rel. to OHG. klep, OE. clif. See cliff,

klipspringer, n., a small African antelope. — S.

Afr. Du., lit. 'cliff-springer', fr. Du. klip, 'cliff,

rock' and springer, 'leaper, springer'. See cliff

and spring, v.

kloof, n., a deep gorge, ravine. — S. Afr. Du.,

fr. MDu. clove, 'cleft', which stands in gradatio-

nal relationship to OE. cleofian, clifian, 'to stick,

adhere'. See cleave, 'to stick, adhere'.

knack, tr. v. and n. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

Dan. knage, Swed., Norw. knaka, MHG., G.
knacken, 'to crack', and E. knock, which all are

imitative.

knacker, n., one who buys or slaughters worn
out horses. — Of uncertain, possibly Scand.,
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origin. Cp. Icel. knakkur, 'saddle', which is rel.

to ON. hnakki, hnakkr, 'nape of the neck', and

to OE. knecca, 'nape of the neck'. See ist neck

imd agential suff. -er.

Derivative: knacker-y, n.

koMg, n., a knot in wood. — ME. knagge; cp.

Swed. knagg, 'knot in wood', LG. knagge

(whmce G. Knagge), of s.m., Dan. knag, 'hook

to hang clothes on'. These words prob. derive

fr. I.-E. *gnegh-, enlargement of base *gen-,

'pressed together'. Cp. knight.

Derivative: knagg-y, adj.

knap, n., the crest of a hill.— ME., fr. OE. cnsp,

ctuepp, top, mountain top, knob, button', rel.

to LG. kmq>, 'summit, top', ON. knappr, 'knob,

button', and to E. knob, knop.

knap, tr. v., to snap; to strike with a sharp sound

(obsol.) — Of imitative origin. Cp. MDu. cnap-

pen, Du. and G. knappen, 'to crack'.

Derivative: knapp-er, n.

knapsack, n. — Du. knapzak, compounded of

knappen, 'to crack, snap; to crunch, eat', and

zak, 'bag, sack'. See knap, v. and sack, 'bag'.

Derivatives: knapsack-ed, adj., knapsack-ing, n.

knapweed, n. — ME. knopwed, fr. knop, 'knop',

and wed, 'weed'. See knop and weed.

knar, n., a knot in wood. — ME. knarre; rel. to

MHG. gnarren, knarren, G. knarren, 'to creak,

rattle', and to E. gnarl (q.v.) Cp. knur, knurl.

knave, n., i ) a boy, a servant (archaic) ; 2) a rascal

;

3) a playing card; the jack. — ME. knaue

(= knave), 'boy, servant, knave', fr. OE. cnafa,

'boy, youth, servant', rel. to OHG. knabo, 'boy,

youth, servant', MHG., G. knabe, 'boy, lad',

and to OE. cnapa, 'boy, youth, servant', ON.

knapi, 'servant boy', MLG. knape, ODu. knapo,

MDu. knape, Du. knaap, 'a youth, servant',

OHG. knappo, MHG. knappe, 'a young squire',

G. Knappe, 'squire, shieldbearer, attendant'. The

orig. meaning of these words prob. was 'stick,

peg, piece of wood'; cp. dial. G. Knabe and dial.

Swed. knabb, knappe, 'peg', ON. knefill, 'cross-

bar', MLG. knevel, OHG. knebil, MHG., G.

knebel, 'peg, short piece of wood, crossbar'. See

Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p. 379 s.v. Knabe.

Derivatives: knav-ery, n., knav-ish, adj., knav-

ish-ly, adv., knav-ish-ness, n.

knead, tr. v. — ME. kneden, it. OE. cnedan, rel.

to OS. knedan, MDu. cneden, Du. kneden, OHG.
knetan, MHO., G. kneten, ON. knoda, Swed.

knada, 'to knead', and cogn. with OSlav. gnedQ,

gnesti, 'to crush, squeeze', OPruss. gnode, 'a

trough for kneading bread'.

Derivatives: knead-er, n., knead-ing, adj., knead-

ing-ly, adv.

knee, n. — ME. kne, knee, fr. OE. cneo, cneow,

rel. to OS. kneo, knio, ON. kne, OFris. kni, kne,

MDu. cnie, Du. knie, OHG. kniu, MHG., G.

knie, Goth, kniu, and cogn. with Ol.jdnu, Avestic

znum (ace.), Toch. A kanwerp (dual), B kenine,

Hitt. genu, 'knee'. Arm. cun-r, pi. cunk-k', Gk.

y6vu, gen. fivaToc; (for *Y6vfaTtx;), 'knee', ytovta

(for *YO)vf£a), 'corner, angle', y^u^. 'on the

knees', yjii-Ttexoi;, 'falling on the knees', L.

genu, 'knee'. Cp. genual, genuflect, gonio-,

diagonal.

Derivatives: knee, tr. and intr. v., knee-d, adj.,

krteel (q.v.)

kneel, intr. v. — ME. knelen, fr. OE. cneowlian,

fr. cneo, 'knee'; rel. to MLG. knelen, MDu.
cnielen, Du. knielen, 'to kneel'. See knee.

Derivatives: kneel-er, n., kneel-ing, adj., krteel-

ing-ly, adv.

kneelet, n., a covering for the knee. — A hybrid

coined fr. knee and -let, a suff. of French origin.

kneippism, n., system of hydrotherapy introduced

by Sebastian Kneipp, a German priest (1821-97).

— G. Kneippismus. For the ending see suff.

-ism.

knell, intr. and tr. v. — ME. knyllen, knellen, fr.

OE. cnyllan, 'to sound the bell, to ring', of imi-

tative origin. Cp. MHG. erknellen, 'to resound',

whence, with back formation, G. Knall, 'sharp

report, detonation', knallen, 'to explode, de-

tonate'.

knell, n. — ME. knell, fr. OE. cnyll, fr. cnyllan.

See knell, v.

knelt, past tense and pp. of kneeL

Kneseth, n., the Israeli Parliament. — Mishnaic

Heb. k'neseth, 'gathering, assembly' (cp. beth

k'neseth, 'synagogue' lit. 'house of assembly'),

from the stem of Heb. kdnds, 'he gathered, as-

sembled, collected', which is rel. to Aram.
k'nash, 'he gathered, assembled, collected'

(whence be k'nishtd, 'synagogue', lit. 'house of

assembly').

knew, past tense of know. — ME. knew, fr. OE.

cneow, 'he knew', past tense of cndwan. See

know.

knez, kniaz, n., a Slavonic title. — Russ. knyaz',

'prince', fr. OSlav. kun^gU, kUn^zi, of s.m., of

Teut. origin. Cp. OHG., OS. kuning, kunig,

'king', and see king.

Knickerbocker, n., a descendant of the Dutch

settlers of New York; a New Yorker. — From
Diedrich Knickerbocker, the pretended author

of Washington Irving's History of New York.

The name Knickerbocker is formed fr. Du.

knikker, 'marble' (fr. imitative knikken, 'to

crack, click'), and backer, 'baker', hence it lit.

means 'baker of marble'.

knickerbockers, n. pi., loose, short breeches. —
Fr. prec. word.

knickers, n. pi., bloomers (vulgar). — Abbrevia-

tion of prec. word.

knickknack, n., trifle, toy. — Antiphonic redu-

plication of knack.

Derivatives: knickknack-ed, adj., knickknack-

ery, n., knickknack-y, adj.

knife, n. — ME. knif, fr. OE. cnif, prob. fr. ON
knifr, which is rel. to MLG. knlf, MDu. cngf,

Du. kngf, G. Kneif, Kneip, 'knife', MLG.
kmpen, G. kneifen, 'to pinch, to nip', and prob.

cogn. with Lith. gnybiu, 'I pinch, I nip", gnybis.



knight

'a pinching, nipping'. F. canif, 'penknife', is

borrowed fr. OE. or fr. ON.
Derivative : knife, tr. v.

knight, n. — ME., 'boy, youth, knight', fr. OE.

cniht, 'boy, youth, attendant, servant, retainer',

rel. to OFris. kniucht, MLG., MDu., Du. knecht,

OS., OHG., MHG. kneht, 'boy, youth, lad,

man, hero', G. Knecht, 'servant, bondman,

vassal'; of uncertain origin; perhaps rel. to

Swed. knagg, 'knot in wood', dialectally used

also in the sense of 'a thickset man'. Cp. E.

knag and see Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., pp. 380-81

s.v. Knecht. Cp. also the second element in

lansquenet.

Derivatives: knight, tr. v., knight-hood, n.,

knight-ly, adj. and adv., knight-i-ness, n.

knit, tr. v. — ME. knitten, fr. OE. cnyttan, 'to

tie, knot', rel. to ON. knytja, MLG. knutten,

'to tie, knot', and to OE. cnotta, 'a knot'. Cp.

knot.

Derivatives: knit, n., knitt-er, n., knitt-ing, n.

knob, n. — ME., rel. to LG. knobbe, 'knob', and

to E. knap, 'crest of a hill', knop, knub, nub.

Derivatives: knobb-y, adj., knobb-i-ness, n.

knobkerrie, n., a short Kaffir club used as a weap-

on. — S. Afr. Du. knopkierie, a hybrid coined

fr. Du. knob(be), 'knob' (see knop), and Hot-

tentot kirrie, 'stick, club'.

knock, tr. and intr. v. — ME. knokken, fr. OE.

cnucian, cnocian, of imitative origin. Cp. ON.

knoka, 'to knock', which is also imitative.

Derivatives: knock, n., knock-er, n.

knoll, n., top of a small hill. — ME. knot, fr. OE.

cnoll, 'hill top, hill', rel. to ON. knoUr, 'hilltop',

MLG., MHG., G. knoUe, 'clod, glebe, lump',

Du. knot, 'turnip', and to OHG. nollo, Du. nol,

'a hill'.

Derivative: knoll-y, adj.

knoll, tr. and intr. v., to knell, ring. — A blend

of knell and toll.

Derivative: knoll, n., knell.

knop, n., a knob. — ME. knop, knoppe, fr. OE.

cnoppa, rel. to MLG. knoppe, MDu. cnoppe,

Du. knop, knoppe, 'knob, bud', OHG., MHG.
knopf, 'knotty excrescence, bud, knob, knot',

G. Knopf, 'button, knob, top, pommel', Swed.

knopp, Dan. knop, 'knob, bud', and to E. knap,

knob. Cp. the first element in knobkerrie.

knopite, n., a mineral intermediate between pe-

rovskite and dysanalyte. — G. Knopit, named

after Professor Adolf Knop of Karslruhe, Ger-

many (died in 1893). The ending -it goes back

to Gk. -iTi)c,\ see subst. suff. -ite.

knot, n., bow, tie. — ME. knot, knutle, fr. OE.

cnotta, rel. to OE. cnyttan, 'to knit', and to Du.

knot, OHG. knoto, knodu, MHG. knote, knode,

G. Knoten, ON. knUtr, Swed. knut, Dan. knude,

'knot'. Cp. knit, knout. Cp. also quenelle.

Derivatives: knot, tr. v., knott-ed, adj., knott-er,

n., knott-ing, n., knott-y, adj., knott-i-ness, n.

knot, n., a variety of the sandpiper. — Of un-

known oriein.
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knout, n., a leather whip. — Russ. knut, lit.

'knotted whip', of Scand. origin. Cp. ON.

knutr, Swed. knut, 'knot', and see knot, 'bow,

tie'.

know, tr. and intr. v. —- ME. knawen, knowen,

fr. OE. cndwan, rel. to OHG. bi-chndan, ir-

chndan, 'to know', Goth, kannjan, 'to make

known', OE. cunnan, 'to know', cennan, 'to

make known, declare, attest', fr. L-E. base

*iene-, *geno-, 'to know'. See can, aux. v., and

words there referred to and cp. esp. keen, adj.,

ken, 'to know', ken, 'range of sight'.

Derivatives: know, n., know-er, n., know-ing,

adj., know-ing-ly, adv., know-able, adj., know-

abil-ity, n., know-able-ness, n.

knowledge, n. — ME. knawleche, knoweleche,

knowlege, fr. knawlechen, knowlechen, 'to

acknowledge', fr. knawen, knowen, 'to know'

(see prec. word), and the suff. -ledge, which

prob. derives fr. Swed. -leek a suff. rel. to E.

-lock in wedlock (q.v.) Cp. acknowledge.

Derivatives: knowledge-able, adj., knowledge-

abil-ity, n., knowledge-able-ness, n., knowledge-

abl-y, adv.

known, pp. of know.

knub, n., a protuberance. — Prob. fr. LG. knub-

be, 'knob, protuberance', fr. MLG. knubbe, of

s.m., which is rel. to E. knob, nub.

knuckle, n. — ME. knokel, knokil, knokyl, rel. to

MLG. knokel, MDu. cnockel, Du. kneukel,

MHG. knochel, knuchel, G. Knochel, 'knuckle'.

All these words lit. mean 'little bone'; they are

formed fr. MLG. knoke, resp. MDu. cnoke, Du.

knok, MHG. knoche, G. Knochen, 'bone', with

the dimin. suff. -le.

Derivatives: knuckle, v., knuckl-ed, adj., knuckl-

y, adj.

knur, n., a knotty excrescence. — ME. knorre,

rel. to MLG., MHG. knorre, G. Knorren, 'a

knotty excrescence'. Cp. knar, knurl, gnarL

knurl, n., a small knotty excrescence. — Related

to prec. word.

Derivatives: knurl, tr. v., knurl-ed, adj., knurl-

ing, n.

koa, n., the Hawaiian acacia (Acacia koa). —
Native name.

koala, n., a small Australian marsupial (Phasco-

larctus cinereus). — Native name.

kob, n., any of various African antelopes. —
Native name.

koban, kobang, n., an obsolete Japanese coin. —
Jap. ko-ban, fr. ko, 'small', and ban, 'division*.

kobellite, n., a lead bismuth antimony sulfide

{mineral.) — Named after the German miner-

alogist Franz von Kobell (1803-82). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

kobold, n. — MHG. kdbolt (also kobdlt), fr. ML.

cobdlus, fr. Gk. x6paXo;, 'a malicious sprite'.

The ending of Gk. x6p-5Xoi;, resp. ML. co-

bdlus was mistaken for a suff. and confused with

MHG. suff. -alt, -alt (cp. MHG. heralt, herolt

and see herald). See cobalt and gobUo.
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Kodak, n.— Trade name coined by the American

invwitor George Eastman (1854-1932) about

1890.

Derivatives: kodak, tr. and intr. v., kodak-er, n.

Kodadiim, n. pi., the fifth order of the Mishnah.

— Heb. qoddshtm, 'holy things', pi. of qodesh,

'holiness'. See Kedushshah and cp. words there

referred to.

kod, n., a cuckoo of the genus Eudynamys orien-

talis. — Hind, koel, fr. OI. kokildh, 'the Indian

cuckoo', which is of imitative origin. See

cuckoo.

Kohdeth, n., the book of Ecclesiastes. — Heb.

qohileth, 'preacher', rel. to qdhdl, g'hilld", 'as-

sembly, congregation'. See kehillah.

KohM, also Cohen, a priest (Jewish religion). —
Heb. kohSn, 'a priest', from the base of kihJn,

'he acted as a priest', whence also k^hunnd",

'priesthood'; rel. to Aram, kdhen, kdhdni,

'priest', Arab, kdhana, 'he divined, prophesied',

kdhin (properly partic. of the prec. verb), 'seer'.

Cp. Cohen.

Koh-i-noor, n., a famous diamond, one of the

British crown jewels. — Pers. koh-i-nur, lit.

'mountain of light', prop, a hybrid coined fr.

Pers. koh, 'mountain', which is rel. to Pers.

kohe, 'hump', OPers. kaufa-, 'mountain', Aves-

tic kaofa-, 'mountain, hump', and fr. Arab.

nUr, 'light' (see Menorah).

kohl, n., powder (esp. of antimony), used by East-

em women to darken the eyelids. — Arab.

kuhl. See alcohoL

koUrabi, n., a kind of cabbage. — G. Kohlrabi,

fr. It. cavoli rape, pi. of cavolo rapa, lit. 'cole

rape' ; influenced in form by G. Kohl, 'cabbage'.

Cp. F. chou-rave and see cole and rape, 'a plant

allied to the turnip'.

kola, n., I) the kola nut; 2) extract of the kola

nut. — See Cola, 'a genus of trees'.

kolach, n., a variety of cake. — Czech koldc (rel.

to Pol. koiacz, Serbo-Croatian kolac. Church

Slavonic kolaii, etc.), lit. 'a cake resembling a

wheel', fr. koh, 'wheel'; so called from its ori-

ginal shape. See kolo.

kola nut, nut of the African tree called Cola acu-

minata. See kola.

kolinsky, n., fur of certain kinds of mink. —
Russ., lit. 'of Kola', fr. Kola, name of a district

in N.W. Russia.

Kol Nidre, declaration made in Aramaic at the

beginning of the evening service on the eve of

Yom Kippur. — Aramaic kolnidhri, 'all vows';

so called from the opening words of the de-

claration.

kolo, n., a popular round dance of the Slavonic

nations. — OSlav. kolo, 'circle, wheel', cogn.

with 01. cakralf, Gk. xuxXoi;, OE. hweogol,

hweol, 'wheel'. See wheel, and cp. kolach.

konak, n., a large mansion or government house

in Turkey. — Turk, qondq, 'inn, mansion, go-

venunenthouse'.

kopeck, also copeck, kopek, n., one hundredth

part of a ruble. — Russ. kopeika, fr. kop^e,

'lance'; so called because orig. the coin repre-

sented the czar with a lance in his hand. Russ.

kopeika is rel. to Russ. kopat', 'to dig', Lett.

kapans, 'chopper, chopping knife', and cogn.

with Gk. y.om<;, 'chopper, cleaver, billhook'.

See capon.

kopje, n., a small hill in S. Africa. — S. African

Du., dimin. of Du. kop, 'head ; hill'. See cop,

'mound, hill'.

koph, qoph, n., name of the 19th letter of the

Hebrew alphabet. — Heb. qoph, lit. 'eye of a

needle'; so called in allusion to the ancient

Hebrew form of this letter. Cp. next word.

koppa, n., a letter of the early Greek alphabet,

corresponding to Hebrew qoph. — Gk. y.6nv:x,

fr. an Aramaized form of Heb. qoph. See

prec. word.

koppite, n., a cerium mineral. — G. Koppit,

named after Professor Hermann F. M. Kopp of

Heidelberg (1817-92). The ending -it goes back

to Gk. -fxYji;; see subst. sufT. -ite.

kor, n., a Hebrew measure, also called homer. —
Heb. kor, ht. 'a round vessel', fr. base k-r-r,

'to be round'.

Koran, n., the sacred book of the Mohamme-
dans. — Arab. Qur'dn, lit. 'reading', fr. qdra'a,

'he recited, read aloud, read', which is prob. bor-

rowed fr. Aram. q^rd\ 'he called, recited, read'.

See mikra and cp. karaism.

Derivative; Koran-ic, adj.

kos, n., a measure of distance in India. — Hind.

kos, fr. 01. krdsafi, lit. 'a call, a shout' (i.e. 'the

distance within which a man's shout can be

heard'), from the I.-E. imitative base *qer-,

*qor-, *qt-, 'to shout'. See raven and cp. words

there referred to.

kosher, adj. — See kasher.

Kosteletzkya, n., a genus of plants of the family

Malvaceae (bot.) — ModL., named after the

Czech botanist Vincenz Franz Kosteletzky( 1 801-

87).

koto, n., a Japanese thirteen-stringed musical in-

strument. — Jap.

kotow. — See kowtow.

kotwal, n., a police officer (East-India). — Hind,

fr. Pers. kotwal, 'seneschal, commandant of a

castle', fr. Turk, kotdul, kotdwal, 'keeper of a

castle, chief of a garrison'.

koumiss, n. — See kumiss.

kourbash, n. — See kurbash.

kouskous, kuskus, n. — See cous-cous.

kovil, n., a Hindu temple (Anglo-Ind.) — Tamil

ko-v-il, 'house of God', fr. ko, 'lord, heaven',

and il, 'house'.

kowtow, kotow, n., the act of kneeling and knock-

ing the forehead on the ground ; a Chinese form

of salutation to a superior.— Chin., compound-

ed of ko, 'knock', and tou, 'head'.

Derivative: kowtow, kotow, intr. v., to make a

kowtow.
kraal, n., a village of S. African natives. — S.



krait

African Du. kraal, 'village, pen, enclosure', fr.

Port, curral, 'pen for cattle', fr. correr, 'to run'.

See current, adj., and cp. corral, crawl, 'en-

closure'.

krait, n., a venomous Indian snake. — Hind.

karait.

kraken, n., a mythical seamonster of northern

seas. — Formed fr. dial. Norw. krake and the

definite article n.

kran, n., name of a gold and a silver coin in

Persia. — Pers. qrdn.

krantz, kranz, n., precipice. — S. African Du.,

fr. Du. krans, 'garland, wreath, cornice', which

is related to G. Kranz, of s.m.; of uncertain

origin.

krantzite, n., a fossil resin (mineral.) — G.

Krantzit, named after A. Krantz, a German
mineralogist of the 19th cent. The ending -it

goes back to Gk. -f-nr]?; see subst. suff. -ite.

krater, n., a large bowl used for mixing wine and

water (archeol.) — Gk. xpangp. See crater,

kraurosis, n., shriveling of the skin due to atrophy

{med.) — Medical L., lit. 'brittle condition (of

the skin)', fr. Gk. xpaupo;, 'brittle, friable',

which is of unknown origin. For the ending see

suff. -osis.

kraurotic, adj. — See prec. word and -otic.

kremersite, n., a hydrous chloride of potassium,

ammonium and iron (mineral.)— G. Kremersit,

named after the German chemist Peter Kremers

(born in 1827), who first analyzed it. The ending

-// goes back to Gk. -f-n)?; see subst. suff. -ite.

Kremlin, kremlin, n., the citadel of a Russian city,

esp. that of Moscow. — F., fr. Russ. kremP,

'citadel', which is of Tatar origin.

krennerite, n., a gold silver telluride (mineral.)—
G. Krennerit, named after the Hungarian mine-

ralogist Joseph S./(rren/jer(i839-i920). The end-

ing -it goes back to Gk. -t-rric,; see subst. suff.

-ite.

kreutzer, kreuzer, n., a former German and

Austrian coin. — G. Kreuzer, fr. MHG. kriuzer,

fr. kriuze, 'cross' ; so called from the figure of a

cross stamped upon it. See cross and -er.

kriegspiel, n., a war game. — G. Kriegsspiet, lit.

'war game', fr. Krieg, 'war', and Spiel, 'game'.

The first element is of uncertain origin. For the

second element see spiel and cp. the second ele-

ment in bonspiel, glockenspiel.

Krigia, n., a genus of plants, the dwarf dandelion

(bot.) — ModL., named after David Krieg or

Krig, an i8th cent. American plant collector.

For the ending see suff. -ia.

krimmer, a., also crinuner, krimma, a kind of fur

made from the fleeces of lambs. — G., prop,

'fur of lambs of Crimea', fr. Krim, a Russian

name of Tatar origin (whence Crimea, the

Latinized name of the peninsula).

kris, also creese, creas, n., a short Malay dagger

with a waved blade. — Malay krU.

Krishna, n., the eighth avatar of Vishnu (Hindu

mythol.) — 01. Krsndh, lit. 'the Black One',
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cogn. with Church Slav. crUnii, Russ. doron

(cernyj), Serbo-Croatian crn, Czech cerny,

OPruss. kirsnas, 'black', Lith. kersas, 'black

and white, variegated'.

Krishnaism, n
.
, theworship of Krishna.—Formed

fr. prec. word with suff. -ism.

krona, n., the monetary unit of Sweden.— Swed.

See krone,

kroehnkite or krohnkite, n., a hydrous copper

sodium sulfate (mineral.) — Named after

B. Krohnke, a German mineralogist of the 19th

cent., who analyzed it. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

krone, n., i) the monetary unit of Denmark and

Norway.— Dan. and Norw. krone, rel. to Swed.

krona, G. Krone, fr. L. corona, 'crown'. See

crown,

krone, n., the former monetary unit of Austria-

Hungary. — G. Krone, fr. L. corona. See prec.

word.

krummhom, n., a curved wind instrument. — G.,

lit. 'a crooked horn', fr. krumm, 'curved, crook-

ed', and Horn, 'horn'. See crumple and horn and

cp. cromome.

krypto-, combining form.— The same as crypto-.

krypton, n., name of an inert gaseous element

(chem.)— ModL., lit. 'the hidden (element)', fr.

Gk. xpu7rT6v, neut. of KpuTnroi;, 'hidden' (see

crypto-); coined by the discoverers of this ele-

ment, the Scottish chemist Sir William Ramsay

(1 852-191 6) and the English chemist Morris

William Travers (1872-1961) in 1898. The ele-

ment was long undiscovered, hence its name.

Cp. neon, xenon.

Kshatriya, n., a member of the Hindu military

caste. — 01. k?atriyah, fr. ksatrdm, 'rule, do-

minion'. See check, 'sudden stop'.

Kuba, also kuba, n., a kind of fine rug. — Short

for Kuba rug: so called after Kuba, a town in

Azerbaijan.

Kubera, n., the god of wealth (Hinduism), — OL
Kuberah, prob. meaning lit. 'the humpbacked

one', and rel. to kubjdfi, kubhrdh, 'crooked,

humpbacked' ; prob. of Austroasiatic origin.

kuchen, n., a variety of German cake. — G.

Kuchen, fr. MHG. kuoche, fr. OHG. chuohho,

kuocho, rel. to MDu. koke, 'cake', and in gra-

dational relationship to ON. kaka. See cake

and cp. Cockayne. Cp. also Catal. coca and

OProven?. coco, which are Teut. loan words.

kudos, n., fame, renown (colloq.) — Gk. xuSos,

'glory, fame', which stands for *qiidos and lit.

means 'that which is heard of. It is cogn. with

OSlav. cudo, gen. -ese (for *geudos), 'wonder',

lit. 'that which is heard of, fr. cujg, cuti, 'to

feel, perceive, hear'. Cp. Gk. y.oeo>, 'I mark,

perceive, hear', and see show.

kudu, n., a large S. African antelope (Strepsiceros

kudu). — Hottentot.

Kuflc, Cufic, adj., 1) pertaining to the town Kufa

;

2) applied to a form of Arabic letters used at

Kufa by copyists of the Qoran.— Formed with
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suff. -Ic fr. Kufa (fr. Arab. al-Kifa"), name of a

town on the Euphrates.

Kuhnla, n., a genus of plants of the thistle family

(bot.) — ModL., named after the American

physician and botanistAdam Kuhn (died in 1 8 1 7),

who brought this plant to Linnaeus. For the

ending see suff. -ia.

Kuklux, Ku-klux, Ku-Klux Klan, n., name of a

secret organization in the U.S.A. — Said to be

a corruption of Gk. xtixXo?, 'circle' (see cycle).

kukri, n., a knife with a broad curved blade. —
Hind, kukrt.

kultur, n., culture, civilization. — G. Kultur, fr.

L. cultura. See culture.

Kulturkampf, n., the struggle between the Ger-

man government and the Roman Catholic

Church over the control of educational and

ecclesiastical appointments (1872-86). — G.,

lit. 'struggle for culture", compounded of Kultur

(see prec. word) and Kampf, 'combat, fight,

struggle', which is a loan word fr. L. campus,

'field, battlefield'. See camp,

kumiss, koumiss, n., fermented mare's or camel's

milk. — Russ. kumys, fr. Tatar kumiz.

kttmmel, n., liqueur flavored with carawai seeds.

— G. Kummel, 'cumin', fr. OHG. kumil, a dis-

simil. var. of kumin, fr. OF. cumin, comin (F.

cumin), fr. L. cuminum. See cumin,

kummerbund, n. — See cummerbund,

kumquat, also cumquat, n., a small orange (Citrus

Japonica).— Cantonese pronunciation of Chin.

kin-kii, lit. 'gold orange'.

kuomintang, n., the Chinese nationalist revolu-

tionary party. — Chin., compounded of kuo,

'nation, nationalist', min, 'people', and tang,

'party'.

kunkur, n., a coarse kind of limestone (India). —
Hind, kankar, 'gravel', fr. OI. karkarah, lit.

'raw'. See cancer,

kunzite, n., a variety of spodumene (mineral.) —
Named after the American mineralogist and

gem expert Dr. George Frederick Kunz (1856-

1932). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

kupfferite, n., a variety of amphibole (mineral.)—
Named afther the Russian physicist Adolph T.

Kyrie eleison

Kupffer (died in 1865). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

kurbash, kourbash, n., a whip. — Turk, qyrbach

(whence also Hung, korbdcs, Czech karabdc,

G. Karbatsche), 'a whip'.

Kursaal, n., public hall at a heaUh resort, casino.

— G. Kursdlon, compounded of Kur, 'cure,

medical treatment', and Salon, 'hall'. See cure,

n. and v., and salon,

kusa, n., a grass used in Hindu ceremonies. —
Hind, kusd, fr. OI. kusdh, 'grass; sacred grass',

which is of uncertain origin. It is possibly rel.

to 01. kusumam, 'flower', kusHmbhah, 'saf-

flower'. Cp. next word.

kusum, n., the safflower (India). — Hind., fr. OI.

kusumbhah. See prec. word.

kvass, n., a Russian fermented drink made from

rye or barley. — Russ. kvas, fr. OSlav. kvasu,

'yeast', which is cogn. with L. caseus, 'cheese'.

See cheese, 'milk curd'.

kyanize, tr. v., to preserve wood from decay by

impregnating it with corrosive sublimate. ^
Formed with suff. -ize from the name of John

H. Kyan (1774-1850), who invented this process

in 1832.

kyle, n., a strait, a narrow channel. — Gael. caol.

kymatology, n., the science of waves. — Com-

pounded of Gk. xufia, gen. x6(i.aT0(;, 'wave', and

-XoYiS, fr. -X6yoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See cyma and -logy.

kymograph, n. — See cymograph.

Derivative: kymograph-ic, adj.

kyphosis, n., backward curvature of the spine

(med:) — Medical L., formed fr. Gk. xi3cp6?,

'bent, crooked, hump-backed' (see cyphella),

with suff. -osis.

Kyrie eleison, a brief petition used in various

offices of the Eastern and Roman Churches. —
Gk. K6pie ^X^Tiaov, 'Lord, have mercy'. K6pie

is voc. of x6pio(;, 'lord, master'; see church.

Gk. iX^aov is aorist imper. of eX£co, 'I have

pity on, show mercy to', fr. gXeo?, 'pity, mercy';

see alms.
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L
la, interj. — Imitative. Cp. the interjection law.

la, n., a syllable used in solmization to denote the

sixth tone of the diatonic scale (mus.)

laager, n., a temporary camp. — S. Afr. Du., rel.

to Du. teger, G. Lager, 'camp'. See lair and cp.

lager, leaguer, 'camp'.

Derivative: laager, intr. v.

labarum, n., the military standard of the late Ro-

man Empire. — Late L. (whence Byzant. Gk.

Xa^apov), of uncertain etymology; possibly a

Gaulish word cogn. with OS. lappo, OHG. lap-

pa, 'rag, shred', OE. Iseppa, 'tip, end, skirt, dis-

trict' ; see lap, 'flap of a garment', and cp. label.

See Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I, 737.

labdanum, n., a fragrant, bitter resin. — ML. lab-

danum, fr. L. ladanum, ledanum, fr. Gk. XaSavov,

XT)8avov, fr. XrjSov, 'mastic', which is of Sem.

origin; cp. Akkad. ladunu, Arab, ladan, Heb.

lot, 'labdanum'. Pers. Iddan is an Arabic loan

word. Cp. laudanum, lotus.

labefaction, n., the process of shaking; downfall.

— Formed with suff. -ion fr. L. labefactus, pp.

of labefacere, 'to cause to totter, shake, over-

throw', which is compounded of Idbi, 'to slip,

slide, glide', aadfacere, 'to make, do'. See labor

and fact and cp. next word.

label, n. — ME., fr. OF. label, lambel, 'a strip'

(whence F. lambeau, 'strip, rag, shred, tatter,

fragment, scrap'), prob. fr. Prankish *labba. Cp.

OHG. lappa, 'rag, shred', and see lap, 'flap of a

garment'. Cp. also labarum.

Derivatives: label, tr. v., label{l)-er, n.

labellum, n., one of the three parts forming the

corolla in orchidaceous plants (pot.) — L., 'a

little lip', dimin. of labrum. See lip and cp. la-

brum. Cp. also next word.

labia], adj., pertaining to, or formed by, the lips.

— ML. labidlis, fr. L. labium, 'lip'. See lip and

adj. suff. -al and cp. labrum.

Derivatives: labial, n., a labial sound, labial-ly,

adv., labialism, labialize (qq.v.)

labialism, n., 1) quality of being formed by the

lips; 2) tendency to labialize. — See labial and

-ism.

labialize, tr. v., to make labial. — See labial and

-ize.

Derivative: labializ-ation, n.

labiate, adj., 1) having a labium; 2) having one or

several liplike parts (hot. and zool.) — ModL.
labidtus, lit. 'lipped', ft. L. labium, 'lip'. See lip

and adj. sufl'. -ate and cp. labial.

Derivative; labiate, n., a labiate plant.

labUe, adj., unstable.— ME. labyl, fr. MF. (=F.)

labile, fr. L. Idbilis, 'slipping, gliding', lit. 'prone

to slip', fr. Idbi, 'to slip, slide, glide'. See labor

and -ile and cp. lapse. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in tlieniiolabile.

Derivative: labil-ity, n.

labio-, combining form denoting 1) the lips -,2) la-

bial and. — Fr. L. labium, 'lip'. See labial,

labiodental, adj., pertaining to, or formed with,

the lips and teeth.— Compounded of labio- and

dental.

Derivative : labiodental, n., a sound formed with

the lips and teeth.

labium, n., a lip or a liplike part (anat., zool., bot.

etc.) — L., 'lip'. See labial,

labor, labour, n.— ME. labour, fr. OF. labour (F.

labew), fr. L. labdrem, ace. of labor, 'labor, toil,

exertion, hardship, fatigue, distress, pain, work',

orig. prob. meaning 'a tottering under a burden',

and rel. to labdre, 'to totter', Idbi, 'to slide, slip,

glide', fr. I.-E. base *lab-, *leb-, 'slack, loose; to

hang down', whence also OI. tdmbate, 'hangs

down', L. limbus (for *lembos), 'hem, border',

OS. lappo, OHG. lappa, 'rag, shred', OE. beppa,

'tip, end, lappet; district', and perh. also Olr.

lobur, 'weak' (see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I,

739-40 s. vv. labo and labor). See lap, 'flap of a

garment', and cp. laboratory, belabor, collabo-

rate, elaborate. Cp. also labefaction, lapse, lava.

Cp. also limb, 'border', limp, v. and adj. For de-

rivatives of L-E. *sldb-, *sleb-, -j-enlargement

of base *lab-, *leb-, see sleep, v.

labor, labour, intr. and tr. v. — ME. labouren, fr.

MF. (= F.) labourer, 'to labor, drudge, toil,

take pains', fr. OF. laborer, labourer, fr. L.

labdrdre, 'to labor, take pains, sufl'er, be afflict-

ed, be in difficulty; to work out, elaborate,

work', fr. labor. See labor, n.

Derivatives: labo(u)r-ed, adj., labo(u)r-ed-ly,

adv., labo(u)r-ed-ness, n., labo(u)r-ing, adj..

labo(u)r-ing-ly, adv., Labo(u)r-ite, n.

laboratory, n. — ML. labdrdtorium, 'workshop',

fr. L. labdrdtus, pp. of labdrdre, 'to work'. See

labor, v., and subst. suff. -ory.

laborer, labourer, n. — ME. labourer, laborer, fr.

MF. (= F.) laboureur, fr. OF. laboreor, fr. la-

borer, labourer, 'to labor'. See labor, v., and

agential suff. -er.

laborious, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) laborieux,

fr. L. labdriosus, 'toilsome, wearisome, trouble-

some; industrious', fr. labor. See labor, n., and

-ous.

Derivatives: laborious-ly, adv., laborious-ness,n.

labradorite, n., a brilliant variety of feldspar

{mineral.) — Named after the peninsula on the

N.E. of North America. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: labradorit-ic, adj.

labret, n., an ornament of wood, shell or bone

worn in a hole pierced through the lip.— Form-
ed with dimin. sufF. -et fr. L. labrum, 'lip'. See

next word.



labrum, n., a lip ; applied to liplike parts (zool)—
L., 'a lip', rel. to labium, of s.m. See labial and
cp. prec. word.

Laburnum, n., a genus of poisonous plants of the

pea family (6o?.)
;
(not cap.) any plant of this

genus. — L. laburnum, prob. an Etruscan loan

word. For the suff. cp. viburnum, 'the wayfaring

tree'.

labyrinth, n.— L. labyrinthus,tT. Gk. XaPiipiv^o?,

'maze; large building with intricate passages',

rel. to Xappui;, 'double hatchet', a word of

Carian origin. Accordingly 'Aoc^ipivB-oq origi-

nally denoted the 'palace of the double hatchet'.

In its anatomical sense ('the internal ear') the

word labyrinthus was first used by the Italian

anatomist Gabriello Fallopia (1523-62).

Derivatives: labyrinth, tr. v., labyrinth-al, adj.,

labyrinth-al-ly, adv., labyrinth-ian, adj., laby-

rinthic (q.v.), labyrinth-ine, adj.

labyrinthic, labyrinthical, adj. — L. labyrinthicus,

'pertaining to a labyrinth', fr. labyrinthus. See

prec. word and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: labyrinthical-ly, adv.

labyrinthitis, n., inflammation of the labyrinth

(med) — Medical L., formed fr. L. labyrinthus

(see labyrinth) with suff. -itis.

lac, lakh, n., 1) one hundred thousand; 2) a great

number. — Pers. lak, fr. Hind, lakh, ult. fr. OI.

Idkfd, 'one hundred thousand', prop, 'sign,

mark', rel. to Idksati, laksayati, 'marks, charac-

terizes, defines", and prob. also to rdk^d, 'pro-

tection, deliverance, preservation, observation',

rdk?ati, 'protects, delivers, preserves, observes',

and cogn. with Gk. akz^cv^, dXfxstv, 'to ward
off'. See Alexander and cp. Lakshmi.

lac, n., a red resinous substance. — Pers. lak, fr.

Hind, lakh, fr. Ol. Idkfd, lit. 'one hundred
thousand' (see prec. word), a name given to the

insects Cocca ilicis, in allusion to their great

number. Their name is used also to denote the

resin of the Quercus coccifera, which flows from
this tree in consequence of the sting of these

insects. Cp. lacquer and the second element in

shellac. Cp. also the second element in Phyto-

lacca,

lace, n. — ME. las, lace, fr. OF. laz, las (F. lacs),

'noose, snare', fr. L. laqueus, of s.m. (whence
also It. laccio, Sp. lazo), fr. Italic base *laq-, 'to

ensnare', whence also L. lacere, 'to entice', deli-

cere, 'to entice, allure, delight'. Cp. F. lacet,

'lace, noose, snare', dimin. of lacs. Cp. also

lasso, which is a doublet of lace. Cp. also lash,

'to bind', latchet, delectation, delicate, delicious,

delight, elicit, enlace, Illicium, interlace.

Derivatives : toe-jj, adj., laci-ly, adv., laci-ness, n.

lace, tr. and intr. v. — ME. lacen, fr. OF. lacier

(F. lacer), fr. OF. laz, las. See lace, n.

Derivatives: lac-ed, adj., lac-ing, n.

Lacedaemonian, also Lacedemonian, adj., of, or
pertaining to, Lacedaemon or Sparta; n., a
Lacedaemonian or Spartan.— Formed with suff.

-ian fr. L. Lacedaemonius, fr. Gk. AoxeSai-

(x6vio5, 'Lacedaemonian, Spartan', fr. Aaxs-
Sat^Mv, 'Lacedaemon, Sparta'. Cp. Laconic.

lacerable, adj. — Late L. lacerdbilis, 'that can be
easily lacerated', fr. L. lacer, 'torn'. See lacerate

and -able.

Derivative: lacerabil-ity, n.

lacerate, adj. — L. lacerdtus, 'torn', pp. of lace-

rdre, 'to tear to pieces'. See lacerate, v.

Derivative: lacerate-ly, adv.

lacerate, tr. v., to tear.— L. lacerdtus, pp. of lace-

rdre, 'to tear to pieces, rend, lacerate', fr. lacer,

'torn', fr. I.-E. base *leg-, */V. 'to rend', whence
also Gk. y.a.y.lz, 'tatter, rag', Xaxii^siv, 'to tear

to pieces, lacerate'. Alb. Vakur, 'naked', I'ekure,

Vikure, 'hide, leather, rind'. Cp. lacinia, Uncina-

te. For the ending see verbal suflf. -ate.

Derivatives: lacerat-ed, adj., laceration (q.v.)

laceration, n.— L. lacerdtio, gen. -onis, 'a tearing,

rending, laceration', fr. lacerdtus, pp. odacerdre.
See prec. word and -ion.

Lacerta, n., a genus of lizards (zool.)— L. lacerta,

'lizard'. See lizard.

lacertian, adj., pertaining to lizards. — Formed
with suff". -ian fr. L. lacertus, lacerta. See prec.

word.

Derivative: lacertian, n.

Lacertilia, n. pi., an order of reptiles comprising
the ordinary lizards, chameleons, etc. {zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. lacertus, lacerta, 'lizard'. See
lizard and cp. Lacerta.

lacertilian, adj., pertaining to the Lacertilia. —
Formed from prec. word with suff. -an.

Derivative: lacertilian, n., one of the Lacertilia.

laches, n., remissness in asserting a right. — ME.
lachesse, fr. OF. laschesse, fr. lasche (F. Idche),

'loose, slack', fr. VL. *lascus (whence also OProv-
en?. lasc), which was formed—through the

metathesis of j; (= cs) into sc—fr. L. laxus,

'wide, loose, open'. See lax and cp. lash, 'soft

and watery'. The regular E. equivalent of the F.

suff". -esse is -ess (q.v.); laches (with a single -s)

forms an exception to this rule (cp. riches).

Lachesis, n., one of the Fates in Greek mythol-

ogy. — L., fr. Gk. AaxeCTt?, lit. 'the appor-

tioner, disposer of lots', fr. Xaxctv, aor. II inf. of
Xayyaveiv, 'to obtain by lot' ; of uncertain ori-

gin.

Lachnanthes, n., a genus of plants, the redroot

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. Xaxvv),

'woolly hair', and avdo?, 'flower". The first ele-

ment prob. stands for *fXax-av-a, fr. I.-E.

*wolk-o-, whence also Avestic var^sa-, ModPers.
gurs, OSlav. vlasd, Russ. volos, 'hair'; for the

second element see anther. The genus was so

called in allusion to the woolly flowers.

lachrymal, also lacrimal, adj., 1) related to tears;

2) marked by tears. — ML. lacrimdlis, fr. L.

lacrima, a var. of lacruma, fr. OL. dacruma,
'tear from the eye', which is a loan word fr. Gk.
StbcpOfia, 'tear', fr. SaxpiSciv, 'to shed tears', fr.

Sitxpu, 'tear', which is cogn. with Goth, tagr,

OE. tear, 'tear'. See tear from the eye and cp.

857 lactase

larmoyant. The change of Latin d- to /- (the so

called 'Sabine' /) is prob. due to dialectal influ-

ence. Cp. L. lingua (fr. OL. dingua), 'tongue', L.

levir (for I.-E. *daiwer) 'husband's brother'. Cp.

also L. solium (for *sodiuni), 'chair of state,

throne', which is rel. to sedere, 'to sit', olere (for

*odere), 'to smell', which is rel. to odor, 'smell',

and mdlus (for *mazdos), 'mast of a ship', which

is cogn. with OHG. mast, OE. masst, ofs.m., and

Ulixes, L. equivalent of Gk. 'OSuctcteiji;, 'Odys-

seus'. Outside Indo-European cp. Malagasy,

'a native of Madagascar', which is rel. to Mada-

gascar. The spelling lachrymal, lachrymation,

etc. (with -y- instead of with -/-), is due to the in-

fluence of the Greek cognates Scixpu, Saxpuov,

SaxpOtAa, 'tear'.

Derivative: lachrymal, n.

lachrymation, also lacrimation, n., weeping. — L.

lacrimdtid, gen. -onis, fr. lacrimdt-(um), pp. stem

of lacrimare, 'to shed tears, weep', fr. lacrima.

See prec. word and -ation

lachrymatory, also lacrimatory, adj., pertaining

to tears. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L.

lacrimdt-(um), pp. stem of lacrimdre. See lachry-

mal.

Derivative: lachrymatory, n.

lachrymose, adj., tearful. — L. lacrimdsus, fr. la-

crima, 'tear'. See lachrymal and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivatives: lachrymose-ly, adv., lachrymose-

ness, n., lachrymos-ity, n.

lachrymous, adj.— A rare var. oflachrymose. For

the ending see suff. -ous.

lacinia, n. {bot. and zool.) — L., 'lappet, flap, or

edge of a garment', rel. to lacer, 'torn'. See lacer-

ate.

laciniate, laciniated, adj. — Formed from prec.

word with adj. suff. -ate, resp. also 1st -ed.

Derivative: laciniat-ion, n.

lacinula, n., a small lacinia (bot. and zool.) —
ModL., dimin. of lacinia. For the ending see

suff. -ule.

Derivatives: lacinul-ate, lacinul-ose, adjs.

lack, n. — ME. lac, prob. fr. MDu. lac, 'defi-

ciency, fault', which is rel. to ON. lakr, 'lacking',

and to E. slack (q.v.)

lack, tr. and intr. v. — Either fr. lack, n., or fr.

MDu. laken, 'to be wanting; to blame', which is

rel. to MDu. lac.

lackadaisical, adj., listless. — Formed from the

interj. lackadaisy, fr. lackaday; coined by the

English novelist Laurence Sterne (1713-68).

lackaday, interj. — Aphetic form of alack-a-day.

See alack and day.

lacker, n. — A var. of lacquer.

lackey, also lacquey, n.— MF. (= F.) laquais, fr.

Sp. lacayo, fr. It. lacche, fr. ModGk. ouXdtxTj?

(read ulakis), ult. fr. Turkish ulak, 'runner, cou-

rier', from stem «/-, 'to go'.

Derivatives: lackey, intr. v., lackey-ed, adj.

Laconian, adj., pertainining to Laconia; n., a La-

conian or Lacedaemonian. — See Laconic and

suff. -an.

lacmus, n., litmus. — Du. lakmoes, fr. MDu.
leecmos, fr. leken (Du. lekketi), 'to drip, leak',

and mos (= Du. moes), 'green vegetables ; pulp'.

The first element is rel. to OE. leccan, 'to mois-

ten, water' ; see leak. The second element is rel.

to OE., OS., OFris. mos, 'food', OE. mete,

'food' ; see meat.

Laconic, adj., pertaining to Laconia; (not cap.)

concise, abrupt (lit. 'resembling the style of the

Lacedaemonians or Spartans').— L. Laconicus,

fr. Gk. Aaxcovixo!;, 'pertaining to, or character-

istic of, the Lacedaemonians', fr. Aiixwv, 'La-

conian, Lacedaemonian, Spartan', which is

prob. a hypocoristic form of AaxE8ai[j,6vio(;.

See Lacedaemonian.

Derivatives : laconic-al-ly, adv., laconic-al-ness, n.

laconicism, n., laconism. — Formed fr. laconic

with suff. -ism.

laconism, n., 1) laconic (i.e. brief) way of expres-

sion; 2) a laconic utterance. — MF (= F.) la-

conisme, fr. Gk. AaxoiviCT[i6?, 'imitation of the

Lacedaemonians, laconism', from the stem of

AaxojVL^Eiv. See next word and -ism.

laconize, tr. and intr. v., to imitate the Lacedae-

monians. — Gk. Aaxtovi^sti', 'to imitate the

Lacedaemonians (in dress, manners etc.)', fr.

AaxcdV, 'Laconian, Lacedaemonian, Spartan'.

See Laconic and -ize.

lacquer, lacker, n., a kind of varnish. — MF.
lacre, fr. Port, lacre, 'sealing wax', fr. laca, 'gum

lac', which derives fr. Hind, lakh, 'lac', fr. OI.

Idksd, See lac, 'a resinous substance'.

Derivatives: lacquer, tr. v., lacquer-er, n., lac-

quer-ing, n.

lacquey, n. — A var. of lackey.

lacrimal, adj. — See lachrymal.

lacrimatory, adj. — See lachrymatory.

lacroixite, n., a complex basic fluophosphate

(mineral.) — Named after the French mineralo-

gist Fran?ois-Antoine-Alfred Lacroix (1863-

1948). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

lacrosse, n., a game in which a ball is thrown by

means of a long-handled racket, the crosse.— F.

la crosse, 'the crozier, the racket used in certain

games', fr. fem. def. article la (fr. L. ilia, fem. of

ille, 'that') and WTeut. *krukja, 'crutch'. See

ille and crutch and cp. crosse, crossette, crosier.

lactarene, also lactarine, n., material made from

casein of milk, used in calico printing.— Form-

ed with suff. -cne, resp. -ine, fr. L. lac, gen. lac-

tis, 'milk'. See lacteal.

Lactarius, n., a genus of agarics (bol.) — ModL.,

fr. L. lactarius, 'pertaining to, or containing,

milk; milky' (see next word); so called in allu-

sion to the milky juice it exudes when broken.

lactary, adj., pertaining to milk. — L. lactarius,

'pertaining to, or containing, milk; milky", fr.

lac, gen. lactis, 'milk'. See lacteal, adj., and cp.

prec. word.

lactase, n., an enzyme capable of decomposing
lactose (biochem.) — Formed with suflF. -ase fr.

L. lac, gen. lactis, 'milk'. See lacteal, adj.
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lactate, intr. v., to secrete milk (rare). — L. lac-

tdtus, pp. of lactate, 'to contain milk; to suckle

young', fr. lac, gen. lactis, 'milk'. See lacteal,

adj., and verbal sufF. -ate.

lactate, n., a salt of lactic acid (chem.)— See lac-

tate, V.

lactation, n. — Late L. lactdtio, gen. -onis,

'a suckling' [prob. through the medium of MF.
(= F.) lactation], fr. L. lactdtus, pp. of lactdre.

See lactate, v., and -ion.

Derivative: lactation-al, adj.

lacteal, adj., pertaining to milk. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. lacteus, 'milky, full of milk',

fr. lac, gen. lactis, 'milk', which is cogn. with

Gk. yixXa, gen. ydcXaKTo?, 'milk'. The original

base was *glact- (cp. Gk. YXax-rocpayoc, 'eating

milk', Homeric yXayo?, 'milk'). This base was

partly enlarged into Gk. Y^Xaxx-, partly dis-

similated into L. *lact-. Mir. lacht, W. llaeth,

'milk', are Latin loan words. See galactic, and

cp. lactate, v., lactation, lettuce.

lacteal, n., any one of the lymphatic vessels of the

small intestine that take up the chyle (anat.) —
Fr. prec. word.

lactesce, intr. v., to become milky. — L. lacte-

scere, 'to become milky', inchoative of lactere,

'to contain milk, be milky', fr. lac, gen. lactis.

See lacteal, adj., and -esce.

lactescence, n., the process of becoming milky.—
Formed from next word with suflf. -ce.

lactescent, adj., becoming milky. — L. lactescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of lactescere, 'to become
milky'. See lactesce and -ent.

lacti-, combining form meaning 'milk, milky,

milklike'. — L. lacti-, fr. lac, gen. lactis, 'milk'.

See lacteal, adj.

lactic, adj., pertaining to milk (used in chemistry).

— Formed with suff. -ic fr. L. lac, gen. lactis,

'milk'. See lacteal, adj., and -ic and cp. galactic.

lactide, n., a compound formed from lactic acid

(chem.) — Formed with suff. -ide fr. L. lac, gen.

lactis, 'milk'. See lacteal, adj.

lactiferous, adj., yielding milk. — Compounded
of lacti- and L.ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See-ferous.

lacto-, combining form meaning 'milk'. — Fr. L.

lac, gen. lactis, 'milk'. See lacteal, adj.

lactometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

purity of milk. — A hybrid coined fr. L. lac,

gen. lactis, 'milk', and Gk. (jieTpov, 'measure'.

See lacteal, adj., and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

The correct form is galactometer (q.v.), in

which both elements are of Greek origin.

lactose, n., sugar of milk (chem.) — Coined by

the French chemist Marcclin-Picrrc-Eugene

Berthelot (1827-1907) fr. L. lac, gen. lactis,

'milk' (see lacteal, adj.), and subst. suff. -ose.

lacuna, n., a gap. — L. lacHna, 'ditch, pit, pool,

pond, hole, hollow, cavity', dimin. of lacus, 'ba-

sin, tank, tub, a large reservoir for water, lake'.

See lake, 'pool', and cp. lagotm.

Derivatives : lacun-al, lacun-ar, lacun-ary, adjs.

lacunar, n., I) a caisson ; 2) a ceiling consisting of

caissons.— L. lacunar, 'a wainscoted and gilded

ceiling', prop. neut. of the adj. *lacundris, 'pro-

vided with cavities', fr. lacuna. See prec. word.

lacunose, adj., full of lacunae. — L. lacHnosus,

'full of holes or pits', fr. lacUna. See lacuna and

adj. suff. -ose.

Derivative: lacunos-ity, n.

lacunule, n., a small lacuna. — Formed fr. lacuna

with dimin. suff. -ule.

Derivative: lacunul-ose, adj.

lacustrian, adj., lacustrine; n., a lake dweller. —
See next word and -ian.

lacustrine, adj., pertaining to a lake. — Prob. fr.

F. lacustre, which was formed fr. L. lacus, 'lake,'

on analogy of paluster, 'marshy, swampy' (fr.

palus, 'marsh, swamp'). See lake, 'pool', and

adj. suff. -ine.

lad, n. — ME. ladde, 'a youth, manservant'; of

unknown origin.

ladanum, n. — L. See labdanum.

ladder, n. — ME. laddre, fr. OE. hinder. Madder,

rel. to OFris. hledere, MDu. ledere, leder (Du.

leer), Du. ladder, OHG. leitara, MHG. teitere,

leiter, G. Leiter, 'ladder', fr. I.-E. base *kli-, 'to

slope, incline', whence also Goth, hleijyra, 'tent'.

See lean, v., and cp. climax, clinical.

Derivatives: ladder, intr. v., ladder-y, adj.

laddie, n., a young lad (chiefly Scot.)— Dimin. of

lad.

lade, tr. v.— ME. laden, fr. OE. hladan, ladan, 'to

load, put as a load, pile; to draw (water)', rel.

to ON. hiada, Dan. lade, Swed. ladda, OFris.

hlada, MDu., Du. laden, OHG. hladan, ladan,

MHG., G. laden, Goth, -hlapan (in af-hlapan),

'to lade, load', fr. I.-E. base *qla-, 'to spread',

whence also Lith. kloju, kloti, Lett, kliiju, kldt,

'to spread', OSIav. kladq, klasti (for *klad-ti),

'to lay, set, place', Lith. paklodi, 'sheet'. Cp.

ladle, last, 'measure of weight', lathe, 'machine

for turning', and the first element in larboard.

Derivative: lad-ing, n.

laden, pp. of lade. — OE. hladen, fr. hladan, 'to

lade'. See lade.

ladida, n., an affected person, a fop ; adj., affected,

foppish (slang). — Orig. 'affected imitator of

fine speech'; prob. of imitative origin.

Ladin, n., a Rhaeto-Romanic dialect (esp. the

chief dialect) spoken in Switzerland andTyrol.—
Rhaeto-Romanic, fr. L. Latinus, 'Latin'. See

Latin and cp. next word.

Ladino, n., Spanish mixed with Hebrew, Arabic

and other elements, spoken by Sephardim in

Turkey, Greece and elsewhere. — Sp. ladino,

'sagacious, cunning, crafty', orig. 'Latin', fr. L.

Latinus. See Latin and cp. prec. word.

ladle, n. — ME. ladel, fr. OE. hlsedel, fr. hladan,

'to draw (water)'. See lade and instrumental suff.

-le.

Derivatives: ladle, tr. v., ladt-ed, adj., ladl-er, n.,

UuBe-ful, adj.

iuiy, n. — ME. lafdl, lavede, ladi, fr. OE. hUef-

dlge, 'mistress of the house', lit. 'loaf-maker'.
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compounded of hldf, 'loaf, and diege, 'maid'.

For the first element see loaf, n. The second ele-

ment is rel. to Goth, deigan, 'to knead'. See

dough and cp. lord.

Derivatives; lady, adj., lady-hood, n., lady-like,

adj., lady-ship, n.

ladybird, n. — In this compound—as in many

others

—

lady refers to Virgin Mary. For sense

development cp. G. Marienkafer, 'ladybird', lit.

'Mary's chafer'.

laeotropic, laeotropous, adj., sinistral. — Com-

pounded of Gk. Xai6?, 'left', and Tp67to;, 'a

turn'. The first element stands for *Xaif6i; and

is cogn. with L. laevus, 'left' ; see levo-. For the

second element see -tropic.

Laertes, n., king of Ithace and father of Odysseus

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. ASepTric, lit.

'gatherer of the people', compounded of Xa6i;,

'people', and eSpciv, 'to fasten together, string

together'. For the first element cp. liturgy, for

the second see series,

laevo-, combining form. — See levo-.

laevulose, n. — See levulose.

lag, n., stave of a cask. — Prob. of Scand. origin.

Cp. ON. logg, 'rim of a barrel', Swed. lagg,

'stave of a barrel'.

Derivatives: lag, tr. v., to cover with lags, lag-

g-ing, n.

lag, adj., last, hindmost. — Of uncertain origin,

perh. a childish distortion of last, adj.

lag, intr. v., to walk behind. — Of uncertain

origin; perh. fr. lag, adj. Cp. graylag.

Derivatives : lag, n., one who lags, laggard (q.v.),

lagg-er, n.

lag, n., retardation. — Fr. lag, 'last'.

lag (slang), tr. v., 1) to transport as a convict; 2)

to arrest; n., 1) a convict; 2) a term of transpor-

tation. — Of unknown origin.

lag-, form of lago- before a vowel.

lagan, n., cargo sunk in the sea. — OF. lagand,

lagan, of Teut. origin and lit. meaning 'that

which is lying'. See lay, 'to place', lie, 'to recline'.

lagena, n., flask, bottle. — L., fr. Gk. Xayuvoi;, a

loan word fr. Heb. logh, 'a liquid measure' (cp.

Copt, lok), to which the Syriac suff. -ena has

been added ; see Noldeke, Syrische Grammatik,

§ 132. See log, "a liquid measure'.

lager (beer), n., a kind of beer which is kept on

store for some months before being drunk. —
G. Lager, 'camp; storehouse', rel. to OE. leger.

See lair and cp. laager, leaguer, 'camp'.

laggard, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -ard fr.

lag, 'to walk behind'.

Deri^ati^es : laggard-ly, adv., laggard-ness, n.

lagniappe, n., gift, gratuity.— Amer. F., fr. Amer.

Sp. la napa, 'the gift', fr. Sp. la, 'the', fem. of el,

fr. L. itle, 'that' (see ille), and Amer. Sp. hapa,

yapa, 'lagniappe', fr. Quechua yapa, 'something

added, gift'.

lago-, before a vowel lag-, combining form

meaning 'hare'. — Gk. Xayo-, Xay-, fr. Xaycbs,

'hare', whicji. stands for •XaY(o)-to[ua]-6s and

lit. means 'the animal with the flapping ears'.

The first element of this compound is rel. to Gk.

Xayapdi;, 'slack, hollow', and cogn. with L. lan-

guere, 'to faint, weary' ; see languid. The second

element is rel. to Gk. oiq, gen. &>t6i;, 'ear'; see

oto-.

lagomorph, n., an animal of the order Lago-

morpha. — From next word.

Lagomorpha, n.pl., an order of rodent mammals

including the hares, rabbits and pikas (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of lago- and Gk. ixopipr),

'form, shape'. See morpho-.

lagoon, n., a shallow pond connected with a lake

or sea. — F. lagune, fr. It. laguna, fr. L. lacuna,

'pool, pond'. See lacuna,

lagophthalmos, lagophthalmus, n., a morbid con-

dition in which the eyes cannot be entirely closed

(med.)— Medical L., fr. Gk. Xay69&aX(jio?, lit.

'hare-eyed', fr. Xayco?, 'hare', and 6(p&aX(j.6(;,

'eye' ; so called from the belief that hares cannot

close their eyes entirely. See lago- and ophthal-

mo- and cp. exophthalmos.

Lagopus, n., a genus of birds, the ptarmigan and

the red grouse (ornithol.) — ModL., lit. 'hare-

footed', compounded of Gk. Xayco?, 'hare', and

Ttoui;, gen. ttoSoi;, 'foot'. See lago- and -pod.

Lagurus, n., a genus of grasses, the hare's-tail

grass (bat.) — ModL., lit. 'hare's tail', com-

pounded of Gk.Xayo)?, 'hare', andoupa, 'tail'.

See lago- and uro-, 'tail-'.

laic, adj. — F. lalgue, fr. Late L. Idicus, fr. Gk.

XStxdi;, 'of, or belonging to, the people', fr.

Xad?, 'people'. See lay, 'pertaining to the laity'.

Derivatives: laic, n., laic-al, adj., laic-al-ity, n.,

laic-al-ly, adv., laic-iz-ation, n., laic-ize, tr. v.

laid, past tense and pp. of lay, 'to place'.

lain, pp. of lie.— ME. lein, fr. OE. (ge)legen, pp.

of licgan. See lie, 'to recline'.

Iair,n.,restingplace, den of wild beasts.—ME./ei>,

fr. OE. leger, rel. to ON. legr, OFris. leger, OS.,

OHG. legar, MHG. leger, G. Lager, Goth, ligrs,

'place of lying, lair, couch, bed', fr. I.-E. base

*legh-, 'to lie'. See lie, 'to recline', and cp. laager,

lager, leaguer, 'camp', beleaguer.

Derivative: lair, intr. and tr. v.

laird, n., a landed proprietor. — Scot, form of

lord.

laissez-faire, n., noninterference.— F., lit. 'let do'

(i.e. 'let people do what they like').

laity, n.— Formed with suff. -ity fr. lay, 'pertain-

ing to the laity'.

lake, n., a pool. — ME. lac, lake, fr. OF. (= F.)

lac, fr. L. lacus, 'basin, tank, pond, lake, cis-

tern', which is cogn. with Gk. Xdcxxoc (for

*Xaxfoi;), 'pond, cistern, pit', OSlav. loky,

'pool, puddle, cistern', ON. logr, OS., OE. lagu,

'sea, flood, water', Olr. loch, 'lake, pond'. Cp.

lacuna, lacustrine, lagoon, loch.

Derivative: lak-y, adj.

lake, n., pigment prepared from lac. — F. laque,

fr. OProven?. laca, fr. Pers. lak. See lac, 'resi-

nous substance'.



lakh

See lac, 'one hundred thousand (ru-lakh, n

pees)'.

Lakshmi, n., goddess of beauty (Hindu mythol.)

— OI. LaksmJ, fr. laksmi, 'mark, fortune, riches,

beauty', rel. to Idk^ati, laksayati, 'marks, char-

acterizes, defines'. See lac, 'one hundred thou-

sand rupees'.

Lalage, Roman fern. PN.— L., fr. Gk Xockccyii,

'babble, prattle' (whence XaXayeTv, 'to babble,

prattle'), fr. XaXsiv, 'to talk, chat, prattle', fr.

lakoQ, 'talkative, loquacious', fr. I.-E. imita-

tive base *Ial-, whence also OI. lalalld, imitation

of stammering, L. lalldre, 'to sing to sleep, to

lull', G. lallen, 'to stammer', Lith. laluoti, 'to

stammer'. Cp. Eulalia, paralalia. Cp. also lull,

lalique, n., a kind of decorative glassware. —
Short for Lalique glassware; named after its in-

ventor Ren6 Lalique (1860-1944).

lam, tr. v., to beat, thrash {slang). — The original

meaning was 'to make lame' ; rel. to lame,

lama, n., priest. — Tibetan blama, lama, 'priest'.

Cp. Dalai Lama.

Lamaism, n., the religious system of the lamas.—
Coined fr. lama with suff. -ism.

Lamaist, n., an adherent of Lamaism.— Formed

fr. lama with suflF. -ist.

Derivative: Lamaist-ic, adj.

Lamarckian, adj., pertaining to, or based on, the

teachings of the French naturalist Lamarck

(1744-1829); n., a follower of Lamarck. — For

the ending see suff. -ian.

Lamarckism, n., the teachings of Lamarck. —
See prec. word and -ism.

lamasery, n., monastery of lamas.— F. lamaserie,

fr. lama. See lama,

lamb, n. — ME. lamb, lomb, fr. OE. lamb, rel. to

OS., ON., OFris., OHO., Goth, lamb, MHG.
lamp, Dan., Du. lam, Swed. G. lamm, 'lamb',

for orig. *lon-bho-s; cogn. with Gk. tk-^-rfoc,

(for *eln-bhos), 'hart', eX>.6<; (for *elnos), 'fawn'.

All these words are traceable to l.-E. base *el-,

'brown'. See eland, elk, and cp. the first element

in lammergeier.

Derivatives: lamb, intr. v., lamb-ing, n., lamb-

like, adj.

lambda, n., name of the 1 1th letter of the Greek

alphabet. — Gk. XdpSi, Xifx^Sa, fr. Heb.-

Phoen. Idmedh ; see lamed. The final a was added

because a Greek word cannot end with a S; cp.

alpha and words there referred to.

lambdadsm, lambdacismus, n., 1) too frequent use

of the letter / in speaking or writing; 2) confu-

sion of /and r in pronunciation; 3) lallation. —
Late L. labdacismus, lambdacismus, fr. Gk. Xaji-

Sax!.[j[i6c, Xa(x3Say.tC(x6c, 'too frequent use of

the letter lambda', fr. Aap8a, resp.Xajx^Sa, the

letter /. See prec. word and -ism.

lambdoid, adj., shaped like the Greek lambda

{A ) ; in anatomy, designating the suture that

connects the two parietal bones with the occi-

pital. — Gk. Xa^SoeiSi!)?, XanPSoeiS:f]i;, 'of

fhK <:hane of a A', comnounded of >j4S8a, resp.
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XdjipSa, and -oei8:^i;, 'like', fr cISo?, 'form,

shape'. See prec. word and -oid, and cp. hyoid.

Derivative: lambdoid-al, adj.

lambency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

lambent, adj., moving about lightly ; flickering.—
The orig. meaning was 'licking', fr. L. lambens,

gen. lambentis, pres. part, of lambere, 'to lick',

which is cogn. with Gk. XaTr-rstv, 'to sip, lick',

OE. lapian, 'to lick, lap up, sup'. See lap, 'to

lick up', and -ent.

Lambert, masc. PN. — F., fr. G. Lambert, fr.

OHG. Lambreht, Landberht, which is com-

pounded of lant, 'land', and beraht, 'bright',

hence lit. meaning 'illustrious with land'. See

land and bright and cp. Albert,

lambkin, n. — Formed fr. lamb with dimin. suff.

-kin.

lambrequin, n., valance, hanging; mantling Qier.)

— F., fr. MDu. *lamperkijn, dimin. of tamper,

'veil', lit. 'something hanging'. For the ending

see suflf. -kin.

lame, adj. — ME. lame, fr. OE. lama, rel. to ON.

lami, OS. lamo, ON. lami, Dan., Swed., MDu.,

Du., OHG., MHG. lam, G. lahm, 'lame', lit.

'broken', fr. I.-E. base *lem-, 'to break', whence

also OSlav. lomiti, 'to break', lomiti se, 'to grow

lame', Russ. lomif, to break', lom, 'fragment',

lomdta, 'gout', Lith. luomas, 'lame', I'imt, 'to

break down', OPruss. limtwei, 'to break', Olr.

laime, 'ax', and prob. also Gk. vuXsjie?, 'un-

ceasingly', lit. 'unbroken" (fr. negative particle

*VE- and 6-Xs[ioi;, 'a breaking').

Derivatives: lame, tr. and intr. v.. lame-ly, adv.,

lame-ness, n.

lame, n., a thin plate. — F., fr. L. lamina, 'a thin

piece of metal'. See lamina and cp. lamella,

lamed, lamedh, n., name of the 12th letter of the

Hebrew alphabet. — Heb. Idmedh, lit. prob. 'the

rod of the teacher', from the stem of Idmddh, 'he

exercised, learned', whence also malmadh, 'ox

goad', talmfdh, 'scholar, pupil'. See Talmud and

cp. lambda,

lamella, n., a thin plate. — L. lamella, 'a small

thin plate', dimin. of lamina, 'a thin plate of met-

al or wood". See lamina and -ella and cp. ome-

let,

lamellar, lamellary, lamellate, adjs., composed of

lamellae. — Formed fr. L. lamella (see prec.

word) with suflf. -ar, resp. -arj-, -ate.

Lamellibranchia, also Lamellibranchiata, n. pi, a

class of mollusks (zool.) — ModL., lit. 'those

with lamellate gills'. See lamella and branchia,

resp. branchiate,

lamellibranchiate, adj., pertaining to the Lamelli-

branchia. — See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

lamelliform, adj., having the form of a lamella.—
See lameUa and -form,

lament, intr. v.— MF. (= F.) lamenter, fr. L. la-

mentSri, 'to wail, moan, weep, lament', fr. Id-

mentum, 'a wailing, moaning, weeping, lamen-

tation', which stands for *ld-men-tom, from the
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I.-E. imitative base *ld-, 'to shout, cry', whence

also L. Idtrare (for Id-trdre), 'to bark'. Arm. lam,

'I weep', Gk Xatsiv, Xa'/ifj.evat (Hesychius), 'to

speak loud', Lith. loju, loti, Lett. Idt, 'to bark',

OSlav. laJQ, lajati, 'to bark; to abuse'. Cp. Larus.

For the ending of lament see suflf. -ment.

Derivatives: lament-at-ory, adj., lament-ed, adj.,

lament-ed-ly, adv., lament-er, n., lament-ing, n.

and adj., lament-ing-ly, adv., lament-ive, adj.

lament, n.— L. Idmentum. See lament, v.

lamentable, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L.

Idmentabilis, 'full of sorrow, mournful, lamen-

table', fr. Idmentdri. See lament, v., and -able.

Derivatives; lamentable-ness, n., lamentabl-y,

adv.

lamentation, n. — ME. lamentacioun, fr. MF.
(= F.) lamentation, fr. L. Idmentdtionem, ace. of

Idmentdtid, ' wailing, moaning, weeping, lament-

ing', fr. Idmentdtus, pp. of Idmentdri. See la-

ment, v., and -ation.

lamia, n., a devouring monster; vampire, witch.

— L., fr. Gk. Aotfxta (fem.), 'monster, specter',

which is rel. toXajj.up6?, 'voracious, gluttonous',

Xdcfxta (neut. pi.), 'chasm', XaiiJ.6g, 'throat, gul-

let", and cogn. with L. lemures, 'spirits of the

dead ;
ghosts, specters', and prob. also with Lett.

lamdt, 'to scold', lamatas, 'mousetrap'. The idea

underlying all these words is 'jaws open wide'.

Cp. Lamimn, Lamnidae. Cp. also lemm'.

Lamiaceae, n. pi., a family of plants; synonym of

Menthaceae (bot.) — ModL., formed fr. Lami-

um with suflF. -aceae.

lamiaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

lamina, n., a thin piece of metal. — L. lamina, 'a

thin piece of metal or wood, leaf, layer'; of un-

certain origin. Cp. lame, 'a thin plate', and la-

mella.

laminal, laminar, adj., arranged in laminae. —
Formed with suff. -al, resp. -ar, fr. L. Idmina.

See prec. word.

laminate, tr. v., to cause to form laminae; intr. v.,

to split into thin layers. — Formed with verbal

suflF. -ate fr. L. Idmina. See lamina.

Derivatives: laminat-ed, adj., laminat-ion, n.

laminiferous, adj., having laminae. — Com-
pounded of L. Idmina, 'a thin piece', and ferre,

'to bear, carry". See lamina and -ferous.

laminitis, n., inflammation in the laminae of the

horse's foot (reter.) — A ModL. hybrid coined

fr. L. Idmina (see lamina) and -itis, a suflF. of

Greek origin.

Lamium, n., a genus of plants, the dead nettle

(bot.)— L., 'dead nettle', fr. Gk. *Xa(jiiov, which

is rel. to Ai(xii, 'monslcr" (see lamia); so called

from the labiate flower.

Lammas, n., the first day of August. — ME.
Lammasse, fr. OE. hldfmsesse, hldmmiesse, lit.

'loaf mass", a compound of lildf, 'loaf, and

nuesse, 'mess'. See loaf, n., and Mass.

lammergeier, the largest European bird of prey.

— G. Lammergeier, compounded of Ldmmer,

Dl. of Lamm,, 'lamb' (see lamb), and Geier, 'vul-

ture', fr. MHG. gir, fr. OHG. g;>, a noun deriv-

ed from the OHG. adjective giri (whence

MHG. gire), 'greedy', which is formed with -re-

formative element fr. I.-E. base *ght-, 'to open

the mouth wide'. Cp. Du. gier, 'vulture', and see

yearn. Cp. also the first element in gerfalcon.

Lamnidae, n. pi., a family of sharks (ichthyol.)—
ModL., formed with suflF. -idae fr. Gk. Xaixva,

'a large fish of prey', which is rel. to Aajjiia,

'monster'. See lamia and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

lamp, n. — ME. lampe, lamp, fr. OF. (= F.)

lampe, fr. Late L. lampada (nom.), fr. L. lam-

pada, ace. of lampas, fr. Gk. XafiTtd?, ace.

Xa[ji7taSa, 'torch', fr. XdifATusiv, 'to shine, be

bright', whence also XajXTrpo?, 'bright, clear',

Xa[X7i:T7]p, 'light, torch, lantern', Xa[A7tupi;,

'glowworm', fr. I.-E. base *ldp-, *l p-, 'to shine',

whence also Lith. Idpe, 'light', Lett. ISpa, 'torch',

OPruss. lopis, 'flame' ; fr. *lap-s, an -i-enlarge-

ment of base *ldp-, derive Olr. lassar, 'flame',

lassaim, 'I flame', W. llachar, 'shining, bright'.

Cp. lantern. Cp. also lampro-, Lampsilis, Lam-

pyridae, eclampsia.

Derivatives: lamp, tr. and intr. v., lamp-less,

adj., lamp-let, n.

lampadedromy, n., a torch race in honor of Pro-

metheus in which a lighting torch was handed

on from runner to runner (Greek antiq.)— Gk.

Xa|j.7raS7)Spo(i,ia, 'torch race", compounded of

XajiTcdi;, gen. XafiTcaSo?, 'torch', and Sp6[xoi;,

'course, race". See lamp and dromedary and cp.

next word.

lampadephore, n., a torchbearer (Greek antiq.)—
Gk. XanTca8y](p6po?, 'torchbearer', compound-

ed of XajjiTra?, gen. XanTiaSoi;, 'torch", and

-cpopo?, 'bearer'. See lamp and -phore.

lampadephoria, n., torch race (Greek antiq.) —
Gk. XaixTiaSTjtpopta, 'torch bearing", fr. Xau.-

7taST]cp6poi;. See prec. word and -ia.

lampas, n., a disease in horses. — F., fr. lamper,

'to guzzle'. See lampoon,

lampas, n., silk damask— F., of unknown origin.

lampern, n., the river lamprey. — ME. lamproun,

lampurn, fr. OF. lamprion, lampreon, dimin, of

lampreie, 'lamprey'. See lamprey,

lampoon, n., a virulent satire. — F. lampon,

'drinking song', from the cry of students in

coffeehouses lampons, 'let us drink', fr. lamper,

'to guzzle", a nasalized form of laper, 'to lap",

which is of imitative origin. Cp. lampas, 'a dis-

ease in horses". Cp. also OE. lapian, 'to lap" (see

lap).

Derivatives: lampoon, tr. v., larr.poon-cr, n.,

lampoon-ery, n., lampoon-ist, n.

larapr-, form of lampro- before a vowel.

lamprey, n., any of a group of eellike aquatic ani-

mals. — ME. lampreie, fr. OF. lampreie (F.

lamproie), fr. ML. lampreda, a blend of L. nau-

preda, 'mud-lamprey, limpet', which is of Gaul-

ish origin, and L. lambere, 'to lick'. See lambent

and cp. limpet.



lampro-

lampro-, before a vowel lampr-, combining form

meaning 'bright'. — Gk. XajiTrpo-. Xa|x7tp-, fr.

XajiTTpi?, 'bright', rel. to X(i(X7reiv, 'to shine, be

bright', XajiTta;, gen. XajxiraSoi;, 'torch'. See

lamp.

Lampsilis, n., a genus of N. American mussels

(zool.)— ModL., compounded of Gk. XajxTcsiv,

'to shine, be bright', and i|;iX6(;, 'naked, bare,

stripped of feathers, smooth'. See lamp and

psflo-.

Lampyridae, n. pi., a family of beetles including

many luminous insects (entomol.) — ModL.,

formed with suff. -idae fr. L. lampyris, fr. Gk.

Xa[jL7rupi?, 'glowworm', which derives fr.

X(i[j,7rEtv, 'to shine, be bright'. See lamp.

lanarkite, n., a basic lead sulfate (mineral.) —
Named after Leadhills, Lanarkshire, in Scot-

land. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

lanate, adj., woolly; covered with wool.—L. Id-

natus, 'woolly, downy', fr. lana, 'wool, soft hair,

down', fr. I.-E. *w fnd, *wlnd, whence also

OE. wull, 'wool'. See wool and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. delaine, flannel, laniferous,

lanigerous, lanolin, lanose, lanugo. For the end-

ing see adj. suff. -ate.

lance, n. — ME. launce, lance, fr. OF. (= F.)

lance, fr. L. lancea, 'a light spear, lance', which

is a Celtic loan word. Cp. It. lancia, OProven?.

lansa, Catal. llama, Sp. lanza. Port, langa, Du.,

Swed. lans, G. Lanze, etc., which all are borrow-

ed from Latin. Cp. elan, launch, fer-de-lance.

lance, tr. v. — ME. launcen, fr. MF. lander,

lancer (F. lancer), fr. Late L. lancedre, 'to wield a

lance' (whence also It. lanciare, Sp. lanzar), fr. L.

lancea. See lance, n.

lance-knight, n., a lansquenet (hist.) — Folk-ety-

mological alteration of G. Landsknechi, 'foot

soldier' (lit. 'land servant' ; see lansquenet), due

to a confusion of the first element of the word
with lance.

lancelet, n. — Formed fr. lance, n., with dimin.

suff. -let.

Lancelot, masc. FN.— F., formed with the double

dimin. suff. -el-ot fr. OHG. Lanzo, lit. 'landed',

fr. OHG. land, 'land'. See land, -el and -ot.

lanceolate, adj., lance-shaped (^zool. and bot.) —
L. lanceoldtus, 'shaped like a small lance', fr.

lanceola, dimin. of lancea, 'lance'. See lance, n.,

-ole and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: lanceolat-ed, adj.

lancer, n. — F. lander, 'a soldier armed with a

lance', fr. lance. See lance, n., and agential suff.

-er.

lancet, n., a small surgical instrument. — F. lan-

cette, lit. 'a small lance', dimin, of lance. See

lance, n., and the suffixes -et and -ette.

lanciform, adj., lance-shaped.— Compounded of

L. lancea, 'lance', andforma, 'form, shape'. See

lance, n., and form, n.

lancinate, tr. v., to tear. — L. lancinatus, pp. of

lancindre, 'to tear to pieces, rend, lacerate',

which is rel. to lacerdre, of s.m. See lacerate.
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Derivatives: lancinat-ing, adj., lancinat-ion, n.

land, n.— ME. land, land, fr. OE. land, land, rel.

to OS., ON., Dan., Swed., OFris., Du., G.,

Goth, land, MDu., OHG., MHG. lant, fr. I.-E.

base *lendh-, 'land, heath', whence also Olr.

land, MW. llan, 'an open space', Ir. lann, 'en-

closure', W. llan, 'enclosure, yard, churchyard',

Co. Ian, Bret, lann, 'heath' (F. lande, 'heath,

moor', is borrowed fr. Gaul. *landa), OPruss.

lindan (ace), 'valley', OSlav. l^dina, kdo, 'waste

land, heath', Russ. Ijddd, 'land newly cleared',

Czech lada, 'fallow land'. Cp. lawn, 'stretch

of grass'. Cp. also Lancelot, the first element

in Lambert and the second element in Roland,

uitlander.

Derivatives: land, tr. and intr. v., land-ed, adj.,

land-er, n., land-ing, n., land-less, adj.

landau, n., a four-wheeled covered horse-car-

riage. — Usually connected with Landau, name
of a town in Bavaria, Germany, but in reality

derived fr. Sp. lando, orig. 'a light four-wheeled

carriage drawn by mules', fr. Arab, al-andul,

misread as a-landul. Arab, andul is traceable to

OI. an-dolaft, hin-dolah, 'swing, seesaw, litter';

see Manfred Mayrhofer, A Concise Etymologi-

cal Sanskrit Dictionary, 1, 549 and Brockelmann

in ZDMG., vol. 51 (1897), p. 658; vol. 52, p.

282, "Nochmals Landauer". Cp. doolie.

landaulet, n., 1) a small landau; 2) a kind of auto-

mobile. — Formed fr. prec. word with dimin.

suff. -let.

landgrave, n., 1) formerly, a German count having

jurisdiction over a certain territory; 2) later, the

title of certain German princes. — G. Landgraf,

lit. 'landcount', compounded ofLandifv. MHG.
lant, fr. OHG. lant), 'land', and Graf (ft. MHG.
grave, fr. OHG. grdvo), 'count, earl'. See land

and grave, 'count', and cp. margrave.

landgraviate, n., the office, jurisdiction or terri-

tory of a landgrave.— ML. landgravidtus, a hy-

brid coined fr. landgrave and L.- alus (see 3rd

suff. -ate).

landgravine, n., wife of a landgrave. — G. Land-

grafin, lit. 'landcountess'. See prec. word.

landloper, landlouper, n., a vagabond. — Du.

landloper, lit. 'landrunner', fr. land, 'land', and

lopen, 'to run'. See land, leap and cp. elope, in-

terloper.

landmark, n. — OE. landmearc. See land and

mark, n.

landscape, n. — Du. landschap, fr. MDu. land-

scap, 'region' (which is rel. to OE. landscipe,

ON. landskapr, OHG. lantscaf, G. Landschaft,

'region'), fr. land, 'land', and -scap, '-ship'. See

land and -ship.

Derivative : landscape, tr. and intr. v.

landsturm, n., a general levy. — G., compounded

of Land, 'country', and Sturm, 'storm*. See land

and storm.

landtag, n., the legislative assembly in German
states. — G., lit. 'day of the country'. See land

and day. For sense development cp. diet, 'par-
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liamentary assembly'. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in Reichstag, Rigsdag, Riksdag.

landwehr, n., military reserve of trained armed

forces in Germany and other countries (mil.)—
G., fr. MHG. lantwer, fr. OHG. lantweri, 'army

for the protection of the country', which is com-

pounded of lant, 'land', and weri, 'protection'.

See land and weir.

lane, n. — ME. lane, fr. OE. lane, rel. to OFris.

lana, lona, MDu. Idne, Du. loan, 'lane', ON. Ion,

'row of houses'. The ultimate etymol. of these

Teut. words is unknown. Cp. the second ele-

ment in slalom.

Ungbanite, n., a manganese silicate with ferrous

antimonate (mineral.)— Swed. Idngbanit, named
after L&ngban in Varmland, Sweden. The end-

ing -If goes back to Gk. - itt)? ; see subst. suff. -ite.

langbeinite, n., double sulfate of potassium and

magnesium (mineral.) — G. Langbeinit, named
after the chemist A. Langbein of Dessau, Ger-

many. The ending -it goes back to Gk. -Itt)?
;

see subst. suff. -ite.

langley, n., a unit of solar radiation, correspond-

ing to one gram calorie per square centimeter

per unit of time. — Named after the American

astronomer Samuel Pierpont Langley (1834-

1906).

Langobard, n., Lombard. — L. Langobardi (pi.),

name of a people of Northern Germany. See

Lombard.

langrage, n., a kind of shot. — Formed on anal-

ogy of cartridge fr. earlier langrel, a word of

unknown origin.

Derivative: langrag-ed, adj.

lang syne, adv., long since; n., the long ago, an-

cient times — Scot, form of long since.

language, n. — ME. langage, language, fr. OF.

(= F.) langage, fr. VL. *lingudticum, fr. L. lin-

gua, 'tongue; speech, language'. See tongue and

-age and cp. lingual. The spelling language

(with u) is due to the influence of F. langue,

'tongue; language'. Cp. next word and languet.

langued, adj., having the tongue of a tincture dif-

ferent from the rest (her.) — Formed with 3rd

suff. -ed fr. L. langue, 'tongue'. See prec. word.

langue d'oc, the Romance language of Southern

France; the Provencal language. — OF. langue

d'oc, 'language of oc\ lit. 'yes language' (i.e. the

language in which oc, fr. L. hoc, 'this thing', is

used for 'yes'). L. hoc is the neut. form of hie;

see hodiernal and cp. haecceity. Cp. next word.

langue d'oil, the Romance language spoken in the

center and north of France; the French lan-

guage.— OF. langue d'oil, 'language of oil, lit.

'yes language', i.e. the language in which oi7(now

oui; derived fr. L. hoc ille, scil. fecit, 'he did it')

is used for 'yes'. See prec. word and ille.

languet, languette, n., a little tongue; used of vari-

ous tongue-shaped parts of objects. — ME. lan-

guet, languette, fr. MF. (= F.) languette, dimin.

of langue, 'tongue'. See tongue and -et, -ette,

and cp. language.

languid, adj., 1) drooping; weak; 2) dull. — ME.
languide, fr. L. languidus, 'faint, weak, dull,

sluggish, languid' (prob. through the medium of

F. languide), fr. languere, 'to faint, weary', rel.

to laxus, which stands for *(s)l''g-sos, 'wide,

loose, open', fr. I.-E. base *(s)leg-, *(s)l g-,

*(s)leng-, 'to be slack', whence also Gk. X^^ysiv,

'to leave off, stop', lit. 'to grow tired or weary',

Xayap6q, 'slack, hollow, sunken', Xayox;, 'hare'

[for *XaY(o)-o>(u(i)6?, lit. 'the animal with the

flapping ears'], Olr. lace, 'slack, loose', Gael.,

Ir. lag, 'slack, weak', ON. slakr, OE. slsec, 'slow,

slack'. See slack and cp. lack, slake. Cp. also

languish, languor. Cp. also catalectic, delay,

laches, lago-, lash, adj., lax, laxative, leash, lush,

relay, release, relish, and the second element in

algolagnia.

Derivatives: languid-ly, adv., languid-ness, n.

languish, intr. v., 1) to become languid; 2) to be-

come dull. — ME. languishen, fr. OF. (= F.)

languiss-, pres. part, stem of languir, fr. VL.

*langulre, corresponding to L. languere, 'to faint,

weary'. See languid and verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: languish, n., languish-ing, adj., lan-

guish-ing-ly, adv., languish-ment , n.

languor, n., 1) weakness; 2) dullness. — ME. lan-

gour, fr. OF. languor (F. longueur), fr. L. Ian-

gudrem, ace. of languor, 'faintness, feebleness,

weariness', fr. languere. See languid.

Derivatives: languor-ous, adj., languor-ous-ly,

adv.

langur, n., a long-tailed monkey of Asia (genus

Presbytis). — Hind, langdr, fr. 01. Idngulin,

'having a (long) tail'.

lani-, combining form meaning 'wool'.— L. Idni-,

fr, Idna, 'wool'. See lanate.

laniard, n. — A var. of lanyard.

laniary, adj., canine (anat.) — L. lanidrius, 'per-

taining to a butcher', fr. lanius, 'butcher', which

is of Etruscan origin and rel. to lanista, 'trainer

of gladiators'. See lanista and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative: laniary, n., a laniary tooth.

laniferous, adj., wool-bearing. — L. Idnifer,

'wool-bearing', compounded of Idna, 'wool',

and/errf , 'to bear, carry'. See lanate and -ferous.

lanigerous, adj., wool-bearing. — L. Idniger,

'wool-bearing', compounded of Idna, 'wool',

and gerere, 'to bear, carry'. See lanate and

gerent.

Laniidae, n. pi., a family of birds, the true shrikes

(qrnithol.) — ModL., formed fr. Lanius with

suff. -idae.

lanista, n., a trainer of gladiators. — L., 'trainer

of gladiators, fencing master'; as shown by the

suff. -ista, a word of Etruscan origin; cp. fenes-

tra. Cp. laniary, Lanius, lanner, lanneret.

Lanius, n., a genus of birds, the shrike (ornilhol.)

— L. lanius, 'butcher'. See laniary.

lank, adj., slender; lean. — ME. lank, fr. OE.
hlanc, 'lank, lean', rel. to OHG. (h)lanca, MHG.
lanke, 'hip, flank', and to OE. hlence, 'link of

a coat of mail, (pi.) armor', MHG., G. lenken.



lanner

'to bend, turn, lead', MHG. gelenke, 'bending',

G. Gelenk, 'joint', fr. I.-E. base *qleng-, 'to

bend', whence also L. dingo, clingere, 'to girdle'.

Cp. the var. base *glenq-, whence OSlav. kl^cg,

-ati, 'to kneel', Russ. kljacu, 'cudgel, crossbar',

Lith. lenkti, 'to bend'. See link, 'ring of chain',

and cp. flank.

Derivatives: lank-ly, adv., lank-ness, n., lank-y,

adj., lank-i-ly, adv., lank-i-ness, n.

lanner, n., a falcon. — ME. latter, fr. OF (= F.)

lanier, fr. L. lanidrius, 'butcher'. See laniary.

lanneret, n., the male lanner (falconry). —• F.

laneret, formed fr. lanier, 'lanner' (see prec.

word), with dimin. suff. -et (the male lanner is

smaller than the female).

lanolin, lanoline, n., wool fat. — Coined by the

German physician Mathias Eugenius Oscar

Liebreich (1838-1908) in 1886 fr. L. Idna, 'wool',

oleum, 'oil, fat', and chem. suff. -in, -ine. See

lanate and -ole (fr. L. oleum).

lanose, adj., woolly. — L. lanosus, 'woolly', fr.

Idna, 'wool'. See lanate and adj. suff. -ose.

lansfordite, n., a hydrous basic magnesium car-

bonate {mineral^ — Named after Lansford in

Pennsylvania. For the ending seesubst. suff. -ite.

lansquenet, n., I) a German mercenary in the 16th

and 17th centuries; 2) a card game. — F., fr. G.

Landsknecht, lit. 'servant of the country', fr.

Lands, gen. of Land, 'land, country', and Knecht,

'slave, servant', See land and knight and cp.

lance-knight.

Lantana, n., a genus of plants of the vervain fam-

ily {bot) — ModL., 'viburnum', altered fr.

lentana (form used by Gesner), of s.m., lit. 'the

pliant plant', fr. L. lentus, 'flexible, pliant'. See

lithe and cp. lentiscus, lentitude.

lantern, n. — ME. lanterne, fr. OF. (= F.) lan-

terne, fr. L. lanterna, fr. Gk. Xajj.::Tr)p (see

lamp), to which the Etruscan diminutive suff.

-na has been added. The same suff. appears in

L. persona (see person).

Derivatives: lantern, tr. v., lantern-ist, n.

lanthana, n., lanthanum oxide. — ModL., coined

by its discoverer, the Swedish chemist Carl Gus-

taf Mosander (1797-1858) in 1839 fr. Gk. Aav&a-

VE1.V, 'to escape notice, lie hid, be unseen', which

is cogn. with L. latere, 'to Ue hid' (see latent); so

called by him, because it lay concealed in erbia.

lanthanum, n., name of a metallic element of the

rare-earth group (chem.) — ModL., from prec.

word.

lanthorn, n., lantern. — An old var. of lantern.

lanuginous, adj., covered with soft hair, downy.

L. IdnQginosiis, fr. Idniigd, gen. IdnQginis. See

next word and -ous.

Derivative: lanuginous-ness, n.

lanugo, n., downy hair that covers the fetus (anat.)

— L. IdnUgo, gen. lanUginis, 'down', fr. Idna,

'wool'. See lanate.

lanyard, laniard, n., a short, thick rope. — ME.
lanyer, fr. MP. (= F.) laniire, 'thong, lash', fr.

OF. lasniere, fr. lasne, 'strap, thong', a metathe-

86^

sis form of nasle, 'lace', fr. Prankish *nastila,

which is related to OS., OHG. nestila, MHG.,
G. nestel, 'string, lace, strap'. These words de-

rive fr. I.-E. base *ned-, 'to knot'; see net. The

transposition of nasle to lasne was prob. made
under the influence of OF. laz, 'noose'. The

change of the French ending -iere (in laniere) to

-yard (in E. lanyard) is due to a confusion with

the noun yard; cp. halyard.

Laocoon, n., a priest ofApollo (Greek mythol.)—
L. Laocoon, fr. Gk. AaoxAwv, compounded of

Xao?, 'people', and xoeco (for *xo/£{d), 'I

mark, perceive', which is cogn. with OX. ka\lh,

'wise, sage; seer, poet', L. cavere (for *co\ere),

'to be on one's guard, take care, beware'. For

the first element see lay, 'pertaining to the laity',

for the second see show and cp. cave, interj.

Laodicean, adj., 1) pertaining to Laodicea; luke-

warm in religion (in allusion to Revelations III,

14-16); 2) n., an inhabitant of Laodicea; one

lukewarm in religion. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. Laodicea, fr. Gk. AaoStxsia, name of a

city in Phrygia (in Asia Minor). Cp. latakia.

lap, n., flap of a garment.— ME. lappe, fr. Ixppa,

'tip, end, skirt, district', rel. to OS. lappa, 'tip,

lappet', MDu, lappe, Du. lap, 'tip, end', OHG.
lappa, MHG. lappe, G. Lappen, 'rag, shred',

ON. leppr, Norw. lap, 'patch, rag', Norw. lapa'io

hang loosely', fr. I.-E. base *lab-, *leb-, 'loose;

to hang down", whence also L. Idbare, 'to totter',

Idbi, 'to slide, slip, glide down' and prob. also

labor, 'labor". See labor and cp. lapel, lappet.

Cp. also labarum.

Derivative : lap, tr. and intr. v., to wrap, enfold.

lap, tr. v., to lick up; intr. v., to lick up a liquid.

— ME. lapen, lappen, fr. OE. lapian, 'to lick,

lap up, sup', rel. to Swed. tapa, 'to drink, lap',

OHG. laffan, 'to lick', OS. lepil, MLG., Du.

lepel, OHG. leffil, MHG. leffel, G. Loffel,

'spoon', OE. Ixpeldre, 'pot', and cogn. withGk,

XdtTiTEiv, 'to sip, lick', Xa9uCTCT£iv, 'to swallow

greedily, gulp down', Arm. lap'el, L. lambere,

'to lick". All these words derive from the I.-E.

imitative base *lab-, *lap(h)-. Cp. lambent.

Derivatives: Zap, n., the act of lapping, tapp-er, n.

lapar-, form of laparo- before a vowel.

laparectomy, n., surgical removal of a part of the

abdominal wall. — Compounded of lapar- and

Gk. -EXToii'la, 'a cutting out of, fr. extohy), 'a

cutting out". See -ectomy.

laparo-, before a vowel lapar-, combining form

denoting the^anfc or, less exactly, the abdominal

wall (anat.)— Fr. Gk. XocTiap a, 'the flank, loins',

which is rel. to Xartapo?, 'soft, flaccid, hollow',

Xa:iai^eiv, XocTiaaaeiv, 'to empty", and in gra-

dational relationship to Xettto?, 'fine, thin,

smaU". See lepto-.

laparotomy, n., incision into the abdominal wall

(surgery). — Coined by the English surgeon Sir

Thomas Bryant (1828-1914) fr. laparo- and Gk.
-T0(xl5, 'cutting oV, fr. roivi), 'a cutting, sec-

tion'. Sec -tomy.
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lapel, n., part of a coat folded back. — Diminu-

tive of lap, 'flap of a garment'.

Derivatives: lapel-er, n., lapell-ed, adj.

lapidary, adj., 1) pertaining to stones; 2) per-

taining to, or suitable for, engraving on stone

monuments. — L. lapiddrius, 'pertaining to

stone', fr. lapis, gen. lapidis, 'stone', which is

cogn. with Gk. Xsreai;, 'a bare rock, crag', and

prob. also with X^Trstv, 'to strip off, peel' ; see

leper and cp. Lepas. For the relationship be-

tween Gk. Xenai; and Xetteiv cp. L. saxum,

'stone', which is rel. to secdre, 'to cut', and

rapes, 'rock', which is rel. to rumpere, 'to tear,

break, rend' (see saxatile and rupestrian).

lapidary, n., one who cuts or polishes precious

stones. — L. lapiddrius, 'a worker in stone',

prop, the adjective lapiddrius, 'pertaining to

stone', used as a noun. See prec. word.

lapidate, tr. v., to stone. — L. lapiddtus, pp. of

lapiddre, 'to pelt with stones, to stone', fr. lapis,

gen. lapidis. See lapidary, adj., and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: lapidai-ion, n., lapidat-or, n.

lapidification, n., the state of being converted into

stone. — See next word and -ation.

lapidify, tr. v., to convert into stone; intr. v., to be

converted into stone. — F. lapidifier, fr. ML.

lapidificdre, 'to convert into stone', which is

compounded of L. lapis, gen. lapidis, 'stone',

and -ficdre, fr. -ficere, unstressed form offacere,

'to make, do'. See lapidary, adj., and -fy.

lapilli. n. pi., small stones; specif, small stones

erupted by volcanoes. — L., pi. of lapillus, 'a

little stone', dimin. of lapis, 'stone'. See lapidary,

adj.

lapis lazuli, an azure blue stone. — ML., fr. L.

lapis, 'stone', and gen. of ML. lazulum, 'lapis

lazuli', fr. Arab. Idzaward. See lapidary, adj.,

and azure.

Laportea, n., a genus of plants, the wood nettle

(bot.) — ModL., named after Francois L. de

Laporte, a 19th-century entomologist.

lappet, n., a small flap. — Formed with dimin.

suff. -et fr. lap, 'flap of a garment".

Derivatives : lappet, tr. v., lappet-ed, adj.

Lappula, n., a genus of plants, the stickseed (bot.)

— ModL., dimin. of L. lappa, a bur"; of uncer-

tain origin.

Lapsana, n., a genus of plants, the nipplewort

(bot.) — L. lapsana, lampsana, 'charlock", fr.

Gk. XaiJjavTj, Xa[ji4'ii'>'''i- of s.m.

lapse, n., 1) a slip; 2) an error. — L. lapsus, 'a

slipping, a fall', fr. lapsus, pp. of Idbi, 'to slide,

slip, glide down". See labor, n., and cp. words

there referred to.

lapse, intr. v., 1) to slip; 2) to fail. — L. lapsdre,

'to slide', fr. lapsus, pp. of Idbi. See lapse, n., and

cp. collapse, elapse, prolapse, relapse.

Derivatives: laps-able, adj., laps-ed, adj., laps-

er, n., laps-ing-ly, adv.

lapsus calami, a sUp of the pen. — L. See lapse,

n., and calamaiy.

lapsus linguae, a slip of the tongue. — L. See

lapse, n., and lingual.

lapwing, n., a bird of the plover family. — ME.
lappewinke, fr. OE. hleapewince, lit. 'leaper-

waverer', fr. hleapan, 'to leap', and wincian, 'to

blink, wink' (the original meaning of this latter

was 'to move rapidly, to waver') ; influenced in

form by a folk-etymological association with

wing. See leap and wink.

larboard, n., left-hand side of a ship to a person

on board looking from the stern toward the

bow. — ME. ladeborde, lit. 'the loading side'.

The first -r- in E. larboard is due to the analogy

of starboard. See lade and board of a ship.

Derivatives: larboard, adj. and adv.

larcener, n., one guilty of larceny. — See larceny

and agential suff. -er.

larcenist, n., a larcener. — See larceny and -ist.

larcenous, adj., of the nature of larceny. — See

next word and -ons.

Derivative: larcenous-ly, adv.

larceny, n., theft. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) larcin,

fr. OF. larrecin, fr. L. latrocinium, 'service of

mercenaries; freebooting, robbery", which is

compounded of latro, 'a mercenary soldier;

robber', and suff. -cinium. L. latro is prob. bor-

rowed fr. Gk. *XaTpa)v, 'a mercenary soldier",

which is rel. toXdcrpov, 'pay, hire", XdcTpt.;, 'ser-

vant, worshiper', XaTpsta, 'hired labor, service

paid to the gods, worship'. Several philologists

derive these Greek words fr. I.-E. base */«-,

*le(i)-, 'to grant; possession'. See -latry and cp.

lathe, 'administrative district'. Suff. -cinium is

prob. cogn. with Gk. -xovo? in Siazovo;;, 'a

servant'. See deacon and cp. tirocinium.

larch, n., a tree of the genus Larix. — Introduced

by the English botanist W. Turner in 1548

through adaptation of G. Larche, fr. MHG.
larche, lerche, fr. OHG. *larihha, *lerihha, bor-

rowed fr. L. larix, gen. laricis, 'larch', which is

prob. a Gaulish loan word from the Alpine re-

gion, ult. derived fr. I.-E. base *dere\(o)-, 'tree'

(see tree). See Walde-Hofmann LEW., 1. p. 765.

For the change of d- to /- cp. L. lacrima, fr. OL.

dacruma, 'tear' (see lachrymal). It is also possi-

ble, however, that L. larix is a word of non-

Indo-European origin.

lard, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. L. Idridum, Idrdum,

'bacon', which is cogn. with Gk. XapT-voc, 'fat'.

Derivatives: lard, tr. v., lard-aceous, adj., larder

(q.v.), lard-y, adj.

larder, n. — ME., fr. AF. larder, corresponding

to OF. tardier, 'a place where bacon is kept',

fr. lard, 'bacon'. See lard and suff. -er, in the

sense 'receptacle for".

Derivative: larder-er, n.

lardite, n., agalmatolite (mineral.) — Formed

with subst. suff. -ite fr. L. Idrdum, 'lard". See

lard,

lardon, lardoon, n., a strip of bacon used in

larding. — See lard and -oon.

lares, n. pi., tutelary gods (Roman mythol.) —
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L. lares, 'tutelary gods, household deities;

home', pi. of Idr; prob. derived fr. I.-E. base

*las-, 'greedy', whence also L. lasclvus, 'wan-

ton'. See lascivious and cp. Lariidae, larva,

large, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) large, 'broad,

wide', fr. L. largus, 'abundant, copious,

plentiful; liberal', which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. largess, largo, enlarge.

Derivatives: large, adv. and n., large-ly, adv.,

large-ness, n., larg-ish, adj.

largess, largesse, n., a gift generously given. —
ME. largesse, fr. OF. (= F.) largesse, 'bounty,

munificence', fr. VL. *largitia, 'abundance', fr.

L. largus, 'abundant'. See large and -ess.

larghetto, adj. and adv., rather slow (musical di-

rection). — It., dimin. of largo, 'slow'. See next

word.

largo, adj. and adv., very slow (musical direc-

tion). — It., 'broad, wide; slow", fr. L. largus,

'broad, wide'. See large,

lariat, n., a lasso.— Sp. la reata, 'the rope', from

the fern, article la and reata, 'rope'. Sp. la deri-

ves fr. L. ilia, fern, of ille, 'that' ; see ille. For Sp.

reata see reata.

Derivative : lariat, tr. v.

Laridae, n. pi., a family of birds including the

gulls and terns (ornithol.) — ModL., formed fr.

Larus with suff. -idae.

Lariidae, n. pi., a family of beetles (entomol.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Laria (name

of the type genus), fr. L. Idr. See lares.

Larinae, n. pi., a subfamily of the Laridae; the

typical gulls (ornithol.) — ModL., formed fr.

Larus with suff. -inae.

Larix, n., a genus of trees of the pine family (bot.)

— L. larix, 'larch'. See larcb.

lark, n. — ME. larke, fr. OE. Idwerce, Ixwerce,

rel. to OS. lewerka, ON. Ixvirki, Dan. lerke,

OSwed. Ixrikia, Swed. larka, Norw. lerka, LG.

lewerke, Du. leeuwerik, OHG. lerahha, MHO.
lewreche, lereche, G. Lerche, 'lark'; of uncertain

origin.

lark, intr. v., to make sport. — Of uncertain ori-

gin.

Derivatives; lark-er, n., lark-ing, adj., lark-ing-

ly, adv., lark-ish, lark-some, lark-y, adjs.

larkspur, n., the delphinium. — Compounded of

lark, n., and spur; so called in allusion to the

shape of its leaves.

larmoyant, adj., tearful. — F., pres. part, of lar-

moyer, 'to shed tears, whimper', fr. larme, "tear",

fr. L. lacrima. See lachrymal and -ant.

lamax, n., a chest ; a coffin.— Gk. Xapva^, 'chest,

coffer, box', dissimilated fr. vdcpva; (Hesychius),

of s.m., which is of uncertain origin,

larrup, tr. v., to beat, thresh. — Of uncertain

origin; perh. borrowed fr. Du. larpen, 'to thresh'.

Lams, n., a genus of birds, the gull, the tern and

the jaeger (ornithol.) — Late L. larus, 'gull', fr.

Gk. XApos, which is prob. rel. to X^pos^ 'idle

talk', and lit. means the chattering bird', fr. the

L-E. imitative base *ld-. */«-, 'to shout, cry'.
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whence also L. Idmentare, 'to wail, moan, weep,

lament'. See lament,

larva, n. — L. larva, 'ghost, specter, mask', for

*ldsowd-, lit. 'having the shape of a lar, resem-

bling a lar', fr. Idr, 'a tutelary god'. See lares,

larval, adj. — L. larvdlis, 'pertaining to a ghost',

fr. larva. See larva and adj. suff. -al.

larvi-, combining form denoting a larva. — Fr. L.

larva. See larva,

laryng-, form of laryngo- before a vowel.

laryngeal, adj., pertaining to the larynx.— Form-

ed with adj. suff.-al fr. Gk. Xapuy^, gen. Xapuy-

yoQ, 'throat'. See larynx.

laryngitis, n., inflammation of the larynx (med.)

— Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk.

XipuyS, gen. Xdcpuvyo?, 'throat'. See larynx.

Derivative: laryngit-ic, adj.

laryngo-, combining form denoting 1) the larynx;

2) laryngeal and. — Gk. Xapuyyo-, fr. Xapuy^,

gen. Xdtpuyyo?, 'throat'. See larynx,

laryngology, n., that branch of medicine which

deals with the diseases of the larynx. — Com-

pounded of laryngo- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -X6yo(;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: laryngolog-ic, laryngolog-ic-al,

adjs., laryngolog-ist, n.

laryngoscope, n., an instrument for examining the

larynx. — Compounded of laryngo- and Gk.

-a)t67it.ov, fr. axoTCSiv, 'to look at, examine'.

See -scope.

Derivatives : laryngoscop-ic, laryngoscop-ic-al,

adjs., laryngoscop-ist, n., laryngoscop-y, n.

larynx, n., the upper part of the windpipe (anat.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. Xapuy?, gen. Xapuyyo;,

'throat, upper part of the windpipe", which is

prob. a blend of 9apuy5, 'throat' (see pharynx),

and Xatfio!;, 'throat, gullet'. See Frisk, GEW.,

11 87 s.v. Xap\jy5 It is also possible, however,

that Gk. Xapuyi derives from the I.-E imitative

base *(s)lrg- 'to sip', whence also MHG. slurc,

'gullet, gorge', slurken, 'to sip', Swed. slurca, 'to

sip in big quaffs', and possibly also L. lured, lur-

cdre (also lurcor, lurcdrl), 'to devour' (fr. *lurgi-

cos, 'devouring'); see Walde-Hofmann, LEW.,

1, 837 s.v. lurco. If this latter etymology is

correct, the form of Xipux^ is prob. due to the

influence of 93cp'jy^, 'throat'.

lascar, n., an East Indian sailor. — Pers. lashkar,

'army', fr. Arab, al'dskar, 'the army', fr. al-,

'the', and 'dskar, 'army", which prob. derives fr.

Late Gk. s5^pxT,Tov, fr. L. exercitus, 'army', fr.

exercere, 'to train, drill'. See exercise and cp.

askari and the second clement in seraskier. E.

lascar was influenced in meaning by Pers. lash-

kart, 'soldier', lit. 'of the army', fr. lashkar.

lascivious, adj., wanton, lustful. — Late L. lasci-

vidsus, fr. L. lasclvia, 'wantonness, playfulness,

lustfulness', fr. lasclvus, 'wanton, playful, lust-

ful', fr. I.-E. base *las-, 'greedy, desirous',

whence also OI. -iofati (dissimilated fr. *lalsati),

'yearns', Usati, 'plays, frolics' (also 'flashes.
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glitters'), Hitt. ilaliya-, 'to desire, covet', Gk.

Xi-Xaio(jtav (for *Xi-XaCT!,onai;, 'I desire',

XaaTV], 'harlot', Xau^, 'mockery, insult', O-

Slav. laska, 'flattery', laskajq, laskati, 'to outwit,

flatter', laskanlje, 'flattery', laskrudu, 'loving

dainties', Czech and Slovak Idska, 'love', Pol.

iaska, 'favor', Olr. lainn (for *las-nis), 'greedy',

Goth, lustus, OE. lust, 'lust'. Cp. list, 'to please',

lust. Cp. also lares, larva.

Derivatives: lascivious-ly, adv., lascivious-ness,

a.

laser, n. — Coined from the initials of Light Am-

plification (by) Stimulated Emission (of) Radia-

tion.

lash, tr. v., to bind. — ME. lasshen, 'to lace', fr.

MF. lachier, lacier, fr. OF. See lace, v.

lash, adj., soft and watery. — OF. lasche (F.

Idche), 'loose', fr. L. laxus, of s.m. See lax and

cp. laches, lush,

lash, tr. and intr. v., to strike with, or as with, a

whip. — ME. lashen, 'to strike', prob. of imita-

tive origin.

Derivatives: lash, n., a stroke with a whip, lash-

er, n., lash-ing, n.

lashkar, n., a body of soldiers (India). — Pers.

lashkar, 'army'. See lascar.

lasio-, before a vowel lasi-, combining form

meaning 'shaggy'. — Gk. Xatno-, Xaat,-, fr. Xa-

aio?, 'shaggy', for *Fy.i.x-\oc„ fr. I.-E. *wltios,

'hairy, woolly, shaggy', whence also Lith. vdltis,

'panicle of oats'. Little Russian voloti, 'panicle',

ON. folt, 'hair'. The above base is prob. a -t-

enlargement of base *wel-, 'to break, tear,

pluck', whence also Gk. Xyjvoi;, Dor. Xavo? (for

fXijvo;, resp. *fXavoc), 'wool', L. vellere, 'to

pluck, twitch', vellus, 'wool shorn off, fleece'.

See vellicate and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also next word.

Lasius, n., a genus of ants (entomol.) — ModL.,

fr.Gk. Xamoq, 'hairy, woolly, shaggy'. See lasio-.

laspring, n., a young salmon (dial. English). —
Perh. altered fr. laxpink, a compound of OE.

tax, 'salmon', and dial. E. pink, 'a young sal-

mon'. See lax, 'salmon'.

lass, n., a girl. — ME. lasse, of uncertain origin.

lassie, n., a young girl. — Dimin. of lass,

lassitude, n., weariness, exhaustion. — MF. (
=

F.), fr. L. lassitudinem, ace. of lassitudo, 'faint-

ness, weariness, languor, exhaustion', fr. lassus,

'faint, weary, languid, exhausted', which stands

for *lad-to-s, and is cogn. with OE. last, 'slug-

gish, slow'. See late and -tude and cp. alas,

lasso, n., a long rope with noose for catching

cattle and horses. — Sp. lazo. fr. L. laqueus,

'noose, snare". See lace, n., which is a doublet of

lasso.

Derivatives: lasso, tr. v., lasso-er, a.

last, adj. — ME. last, dissimilated fr. latst, con-

traction of latest, fr. OE. latost, superl. of tef,

adj., late, adv.; rel. to the superlatives OFris.

lest, MDu. latest, laest, lest, Du. laatst, OHG.
Ie33ist, lassdst, MHG. fejJ"', '"'. G- '«'^'.

late

'last', ON. latastr, 'slowest'. See late. For the

dissimilation of ME. latst to last cp. best.

Derivatives: last, n. and adv., last-ly, adv.

last, n., a model of foot. — ME. laste, fr. OE.

Ixste, 'last', fr, OE. last, 'sole of foot, footprint,

track', rel. to ON. leistr, 'the foot below the

ankle, sock', Dan. Ixst, Du. leest, 'last', OHG.
leist, 'track, footprint, last', MHG. leist, G.

Leisten, 'last', Goth, laists, 'footprint, track',

laistjan, 'to follow', laisjan, 'to teach', lais, 'I

know', OE. Ixran (for *ldr-jan), 'to teach'. See

learn and cp. last, 'to continue'.

Derivative: last, tr. v., to shape with a last.

last, intr. v., to continue, endure. — ME. iasten,

fr. OE. liestan, 'to follow, carry out, perform; to

continue, last, endure'. The orig. meaning was

'to follow a track', ft. OE. last, 'sole of foot,

footprint, track'. Cp. Goth, laistjan, 'to follow',

OHG. leislan, MHG., G. leisten, 'to perform,

achieve, afford', and see last, 'model of foot'.

Derivatives : last, n., staying power, last-ing, adj.,

last-ing-ly, adv., last-ing-ness, n.

last, n., I) load (obsol.) ; 2) unit of weight.— ME.

last, 'load; unit of weight', fr. OE. hlsest, 'bur-

den', rel. to OFris. hlest, MDu., Du. last, OHG.
Mast, last, MHG., G. last, 'load', and to OE.,

OHG. hladan, 'to load'. E. last prop, means

'that which is laden'. See lade and cp. the second

element in ballast. Cp. also alastrim.

lat, n., the unit of currency in Latvia.— Lett, lats

(pi. lati), formed from the first syllable of Lat-

vija, the Lett name of the country.

latakia, n., a kind of Syrian tobacco. — Prop,

'tobacco grown in Latakia', a town in N.W. Sy-

ria. The name Latakia is traceable to Gk. Aao-

SixEoa, name of a city in Phrygia. See Laodice-

an,

latch, tr. v., to fasten. — ME. lacchen, 'to seize,

catch, take hold of, fr. OE. Ixccan, prob. cogn.

with Gk. XaCo[iai, 'I take, grasp', which stands

for *Xay-io(ji,ai or *Xayy-ioiiai and is rel. to

X(x[jL|iiv(o, of s.m. See lemma,

latch, n., a fastening; a device for fastening. —
ME. lacche, 'catch, fastening', fr. lacchen. See

latch, V.

latchet, n. — ME. lachet, fr. OF. lachet, a dial,

var. of lacet, 'a thong', dimin. of laz, 'noose'.

See lace, n.

late, adj. — ME. lat, fr. OE. Iset, 'sluggish, slow;

late', rel. to OFris. let, 'late', OS. lat, ON. latr,

Dan. tad, 'sluggish, lazy', MDu. lat, of s.m.

(whence Du. laat, 'late', laatst, 'last'), OE.

latost, OHG., MHG. /aj, G. lafi, 'idle, weary',

Goth, lats, 'weary, sluggish, lazy', OHG. les-

ist, 'last', lit. 'slowest, tardiest", Goth, latjan, "to

hinder', OHG. lezzen, MHG. letzen, 'to stop,

check' (whence MHG., G. ver-letzen, 'to hurt,

injure'), fr. Teut. base *lata-, corresponding to

I.-E. base *le(i)d-, *fd-, 'to leave behind, leave,

yield', whence L. lassus (for *lad-to-s), 'faint,

weary, languid, exhausted', Gk. XtiSsTv (He-

sychius), 'to be weary'. See let, 'to leave', and
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cp. words there referred to. Cp. also lattefj last,

adj.

Derivatives: late-ly, adv., lat-en, tr. and intr. v.,

late-ness, n., lat-ish, adj.

lateen, adj., 1) designating a triangular sail sus-

pended from a short mast at an angle of 45°
; 2)

having such a sail. — F. {voile) latine, lit. 'Latin

(sail)' ; so called because used on Mediterranean

vessels. See Latin.

Derivative: lateen, n., a vessel having such a sail.

latence, latency, n. — Formed from next word

with suflf. -ce, resp. -cy.

latent, adj., hidden, concealed.— L. latens, -entis,

pres. part, of latere, 'to lie hid or concealed, to

lurk', which is cogn. with Gk. >7i&r], 'forgetful-

ness, oblivion', d-XiiftT;?, 'true', lit. 'not con-

cealing anything' (fr. priv. pref. a- and 'krfiri ,
'for-

getfulness'), Xav&dvsiv, 'to escape notice, lie

hid, be unseen', and with OSlav. lajati, 'to lie in

wait for'. Cp. lanthanum, Lethe, lethargy, Ale-

thea, alethiology.

-later, combining form meaning 'worshiper', as

in bardolater, idolater. — Fr. Gk. -Xaxpr)?,

'worshiper of, which is rel. to Xaxpeia, 'wor-

ship'. See-latry.

lateral, adj., pertaining to the side; sideways. —
L. lateralis, 'pertaining to the side', fr. latus,

gen. lateris, 'side', which is prob. rel. to Idtus,

'broad'. See latitude and adj. suff. -al and cp.

collateral.

Derivatives: lateral, n., lateral-ly, adv., and the

hybrids lateral-ize, tr. v., lateral-iz-ation, n.

Latcran, n., 1) the church of St. John Lateran in

Rome; 2) the palace adjoining it ; adj., pertaining

to this church or palace; specif., designating a

number of general councils held there. — L.

Lateramis, name of a Roman family whose

palace stood on the site of the present basilica.

later!-, combining form meaning 'lateral'. See

latere-,

laterite, n., a reddish soil formed by the decom-

position of rocks (geol.) — Formed with subst.

suff. -ite fr. L. later, gen. lateris, 'brick, tile',

which is of uncertain etymology,

latero-, combining form meaning 'lateral'. — Fr.

L. latus, gen. lateris, 'side". See lateral,

latescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

latescent, adj., becoming latent. — L. tatescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of latescere, 'to hide one-

self, inchoative of latere. See latent,

latex, n., a milky juice in plants (hot.) — L., 'a

liquid, fluid', prob. borrowed fr. Gk. XaTa^,

"drop of wine', which has been connected by

several philologists with Gaul. Are-late, lit. 'city

east of the swamp', Mir. laith (for *lati-), 'beer;

swamp', Co. lad, OW. Uat, 'liquor', W. Ilaid,

Mir. lathach, 'mud, mire', Lith. latakas, 'pool,

puddle', ON. fe/va, 'filth', OHG. letto, G. Let-

ten, 'potter's clay, loam' ; see Walde-Hofmann,

LEW^ I, 770 S.V. 1. latex. Cp. the first element in

laticiferous.

lath, n. — ME. laththe, fr. OE. Lett, rel. to OS.,

ON., OHG. latta, MDu., MHG., G. latte,

Du. lat, 'lath', MHG. lade, 'plank', G. Laden,

'shop', and cogn. with Olr. (= Ir.) slat, W.

llath, Bret, laz, 'rod, pole'. Cp. lattice.

Derivatives: lath, tr. v., lath-en, adj., lather, one

who puts up laths (q.v.), lath-ing, n.

lathe, n., a machine for turning. — Prob. of

Scand. origin; cp. Dan. -lad in dreje-lad, 'turn-

ing lathe', which is rel. to ON. hlada, 'to lade,

load'. See lade.

Derivatives: lathe, tr. v., lath-er, n.

lathe, n., one of the five (orig. six) districts of the

county of Kent in England. — ME., fr. OE. Ixd,

'landed property, district', rel. to ON. lad, of

s.m., OE. un-l^d, iin-Wde, 'poor, miserable',

Goth, un-leds, 'poor', orig. 'without property',

and prob. cogn. with Gk. Xdxpov, 'pay, hire'.

See -latry.

lathee, n. — See lathi.

lather, n., froth, foam.— ME., fr. OE. leaj>or, rel.

toON./aH<5/-,'washingsoap,foam',andcogn.with

Gaul, lautron, Olr. loathar, lothar, 'bathing tub',

Gk. Xo'jEiv, 'to bathe', XouTpov, 'bath, water for

bathing', L. lavdre, 'to wash, bathe". See lave and

cp. lye.

Derivatives: lather, intr. and tr. v., to cover with

lather, lather-er, n., lather-y, adj.

lather, n., one who puts up laths. — Formed fr.

lath with agential suff. -er.

lathi, also lathee, n., a heavy wooden staff bound

with iron {India). — Hind, lathi, fr. Prakrit lat-

thi, 'staff, stick, rod, club', which is rel. to OI.

yaftili of s.m., Avestic yaxshti-, 'branch'.

lathyrism, n., a morbid condition caused by the

use of meal from the seeds of certain species of

Lathyriis (med.)— Formed from next word with

suff. -ism.

Lathyrus, n., a genus ofplants, the \ etchling {bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. Aa-^upoc. "a kind of pulse'.

See lentil,

laticiferous, adj., containing latex. — Com-

pounded of L. latex, gen. lalicis, 'a liquid, fluid',

andj'erre, 'to bear, carry". See latex and -ferous.

laticlave, n., one of two broad purple stripes on

the front of the tunic, worn by senators, etc., as

a badge of their rank {Roman antiq.) — L. lati-

cldvus, 'a broad purple stripe (on the tunic)". See

latitude and clavicle,

latifundium, n., a large landed estate. — L., com-

pounded of latus, 'broad', and fundus, "bottom,

foundation, estate'. See latitude and fund.

Latut, adj. — ME., fr. L. Lalinus, 'Latin', prop.

'pertaining to Latium', fr. Latium, name of a

district of Italy in which Rome was situated. Ac-

cording to P.P. Persson Latium stands for *stl^-

t-iorH and lit. means 'the flat or plain land" (in

contradistinction to the mountainous country

inhabited by the Sabines) fr. I.-E. base *steld-,

'to spread, extend', whence also latus (for *stld-

tos), 'broad, wide'; see latttude. It is also pos-

sible, however, that the name Latium is of non-

869
laugh

Indo-European origin. See Walde-Hofmann,

LEW., I, 770-71 s.v. Latium.

Derivatives: Latin, n. and tr. v., Latin-ate, adj.,

Latin-ic, adj., Latin-ism, n., Latin-ist, n., Latin-

ist-ic, adj., Latinity (q.v.). Latinize (q.v.)

Latine, adv., in Latin. — L. Latine, fr. Latinus,

'Latin'. See Latin.

Latmity, n. — L. latinitds, fr. Latinus. See Latin

and -ity.

Latinize, tr. and intr. v. — Late L. latlnizdre, fr.

L. Latinus. See Latin and -ize.

Derivatives: Latiniz-ation, n., Latiniz-er, n.

latitude, n., breadth. — ME., fr. L. Idtitudd,

'breadth', fr. latus, 'broad' ,which stands for *stla-

tos and is rel. to stlatta, 'a kind of broad ship',

and prob. also to latus, gen. lateris, 'side', fr.

l.-E. base *steld-, 'to spread', whence also OSlav.

stelJQ, stilati, 'to spread out', po-stelja, 'bed'.

Arm. lain, 'broad'. Cp. lateral, laticlave, lati-

fundium, Latin. For the ending see suff. -tude.

Derivatives: latitudin-al (q.v.), latitudin-ous, adj.

latitudinal, adj., pertaining to latitude.— Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. IdtitUdo, gen. Idtitudinis,

'breadth'. See prec. word.

Derivative: latitudinal-ly, adv.

latitodinarian, adj., characterized by latitude in

opinion or behavior.— Formed with suff. -arian

fr. L. latitado, gen. Idtitudinis, 'breadth'. See lat-

itude.

Derivatives : latitudinarian, n., latitudinarian-ism,

n.

Latona, n., the mother of Apollo and Diana in

Roman mythology; equivalent to the Greek

Leto. — L. Latona, Latinized form of Gk.

AviTM, Dor. AaTw. See Leto and cp. Leda. For

the suff. -na in Latona cp. L. Belld-na, the Ro-

man goddess of war (fr. bellum, 'war'), and L.

mdtro-na, 'matron' (fr. mater, 'mother'); see

Bellona, matron.

latria, n., the highest kind of worship, which may

be offered to God only. — Eccles L., fr. Gk.

>.aTp£ix, 'service, worship". See -latry.

latrine, n., a privy. — F. latrines (pi.), fr. L. Id-

trina, 'a privy", contraction of early lavdtrina,

'bath', fr. lavdtus, pp. of lavdre, "to wash'. See

lave. For sense development cp. lavatory,

latrobite, n., a variety of anorthite (mineral.) —
Named after its discoverer, the Reverend C. J.

Latrobe. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

latrocinium, n., robbery ; brigandage {Roman law).

— L. See larceny,

-latry, combining form meaning 'worship'. It oc-

curs not only in original Greek words, but also

in iiew coinage.-, icp. e.g. bihliulutry). — Gk.

-AaTpEia. -AJtTpiS, fr. XaTseva, 'hired labor,

ser%'!ce. ser\ice paid to the gods, worship', which

is rel. to XaTpov, "pay, hire', Aaxpic, 'servant,

worshiper', AiTps'jsiv, 'to serve, worship'. Sever-

al philologists derive these words fr. I.-E. base

*ta-, *le{i); 'to grant; possession', whence also

ON. lad, OE. Ixd, 'landed property, district',

Goth, un-leds, 'poor', OE. un-lxd, un-lsede, 'poor.

miserable', orig. 'without property' (for I.-E.

*n-leto-s). Cp. -later, latria, larceny. Cp. also

lathe, 'administrative district'.

latten, n. 1) an alloy of copper and zinc; 2) a thin

sheet of metal. — ME. latoun, laton, fr. OF. la-

ton (F. laitori), fr. Arab. Idtun, 'copper' [whence

also Sp. laton. Port, latao, OProven?. laton, le-

ton. It. ottone (in which the / of the Arabic word

was mistaken for the It. article and consequently

dropped)]; ult. fr. dial. Turk, altan, 'gold'.

latter, adj. — ME. later, Ixter, 'later', fr. OE. Ix-

tra, 'slower; later', compar. oilset. Cp. the com-

paratives ON. latari, MHG. lasser, 'slower',

OFris. letora, lettera, 'latter', Du. later, 'later',

and see late.

Derivative: latter-ly, adv.

lattice, n. — ME. latis, fr. OF, lattis, fr. latte,

'lath', which is of Teut. origin. See lath.

Derivatives: lattice, tr. v., lattic-ed, adj., lattic-

ing, n.

Latvia, n. — Lit. 'the country of the Letts'. See

Lett and cp. lat.

Derivatives: Latvi-an, adj. and n.

laubanite, n., a calcium aluminum silicate (miner-

al.) — Named after Lauban in Silesia. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

laud, n., praise.— ME. laudes (pi.), fr. MF. laudes

(pi.), fr. L. laudes, pi. of laus, 'praise', which is

prob. cogn. with OE. lead, 'song, poem', ON.

Ijod, 'strophe' (in the pi., 'song'), OHG. liod,

MHG. liet, G. Lied, 'song', Goth, liupon, 'to

praise', awiliup, 'thanksgiving'. Cp. allow, 'to

permit'. Cp. also lied,

laud, tr. V. — L. lauddre, 'to praise', fr. laus, gen.

laudis. See laud, n.

Derivative: laud-er, n.

laudability, n.— Late L. lauddbilitds, fr. L. laudd-

bilis. See next word and -ity.

laudable, adj. — ME., fr. L. lauddhilis, 'praise-

worthy, laudable', fr. lauddre, 'to praise'. See

laud, v., and -able.

Derivatives: laudable-ness, n., laudabl-y, adv.

laudanine, n., a poisonous alkaloid (chem.) —
Formed from next word with subst. suff. -ine.

laudanum, n., a tincture of opium. — A ModL.

word used by the Swiss alchemist and physician

Paracelsus ;
prob. a var. of L. Iddanum. See lada-

num, labdanum.

laudation, n., praise. — L. lauddtid, 'a praising,

commendation', fr. lauddtus, pp. of lauddre. See

laud, v., and -ation.

laudative, adj., laudatory. — L. laudativus, 'relat-

ing to praise, laudatory', fr. lauddtus, pp. of

laiidSre. See laud, v., -ive.

laudatory, adj., expressing praise. — Late L. lau-

datdrius, 'relating to praise, laudatory', fr. L.

lauddtus, pp. of lauddre. See laud, v., and adj.

suff. -ory.

Derivative : laudatori-ly, adv.

Laudian, adj., pertaining to Archbishop Laud
(1573-1645) or his principles.

laugh, intr. and tr. v.— ME. lahen, laughen, fr. OE.
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hleahhan, hliehhan, rel. to ON. hlssja, Dan. lee,

Swed. le, Du., MHG., G. lachen, OllG.(h)lahhen,

hlahhan, Goth.hlahjan, 'to laugh'. Cp. Gk. Kkcty-

yij, 'a sharp, quick sound, twang', xXa^siv (for

•xXayy-iEiv), 'to make a sharp, quick sound',

L. clangere, 'to resound, clang', Lith. klageli,

Lett, kladzet, 'to cackle', OSlav. klokotati, 'to

clack, cackle'. All these words derive from the

bases *qleg-, *ql6g- ; cp. clang.

Derivatives: laugh, n., laugh-er, n., laugh-ing, n.

and adj., laugh-ing-ly, adv., laughable (q.v.),

laughter (q.v.)

laughable, adj. — A hybrid coined from the verb

laugh and suff. -able; first used by Shakespeare.

Derivatives: laughable-ness, n., laughabl-y,

adv.

laughing jackass, a bird of the kingfisher family in

Australia. — So named from its laughlike call

suggesting the braying of an ass.

laughter, n. — ME. lahter, fr. OE. hleahtor, fr.

hleahhan, 'to laugh'. Cp. ON. hldtr, Dan. latter,

Norw. laatt, OHG. hlahtar, MHG. lahter, ge-

lehter, G. Geldchter, 'laughter', and see laugh.

laumontite, n., a calcium aluminum silicate (^min-

eral.) — Named after the French mineralogist

Gillet Laumont (1747-1834), its discoverer. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

launch, tr. and intr. v., to hurl, cast.— ME. lan-

chen, taunchen, fr. ONF. lanchier, which corre-

sponds to OF. lander (F. lancer), 'to fling, hurl,

throw, cast, launch', fr. Late L. lanceare, 'to

wield a lance', fr. L. lancea. See lance, n. and v.

Derivatives: launch, n., the sliding of a boat

from the land into the water, launch-er, n.

launch, n., a large boat carried by a warship. —
Sp. and Port, lancha, fr. Malay lancharan, 'a

kind of boat', fr. lanchar, 'swift, speedy'.

launder, n., a conduit or trough for conveying

water.— The orig. meaning was 'one who wash-

es', fr. ME. lander, launder, contraction of la-

vender, fr. OF. lavandier, 'washerman', fem. la-

vandiere (F. lavandiere), 'washerwoman', fr. Late

L. lavanddria (pi.), 'things to be washed', fr. L.

lavandus, 'to be washed', gerundive of lavdre, 'to

wash'. See lave. For Latin gerundives or their

derivatives used in English see agenda and cp.

words there referred to.

launder, tr. v., to wash (clothes, etc.); intr. v., to

wash clothes, etc. — Obsol. launder, 'launderer,

laundress', fr. ME. launder. See launder, n.

Derivative: launder-er, n.

laundress, n. — Formed fr. launder, n., with suff.

-ess.

laundry, n. — ME. lavenderie, lavendrie, fr. OF.
lavanderie, fr. Late L. lavanddria (pi.), 'things to

be washed'. See launder and -y (representing OF.
-ie).

Laura, fem. PN. — It., prob. pet form of L. Lau-
rentia, fem. of Laurentius, 'of Laurentum'. See

Laurence.

Lanraceae, n. pi., the laurel family {hot.)—Form-
ed fr. Lannis with suff. -aceae.

laureate, adj. and n. — L. laureatus, 'crowned

with laurel, laureate', fr. laureus, 'laurel'. See

laurel and adj. sutf. -ate.

Derivative: laureate-ship, n.

laureate, tr. v., to crown with laurel. — L. laurea-

tus. See laureate, adj.

Derivative: laureat-ion, n.

laurel, n. — ME. laurer, lorer, lorel, fr. OF. lau-

rier, lorier (F. laurier), 'laurel', fr. OF. lor, fr. L.

laurus, 'bay tree, laurel ; laurel crown', which is

prob. borrowed from a Mediterranean language,

whence prob. also Gk. Sacpvi], 'laurel' (cp.

the variants Sxuxov, Thessal., Cypr. Saiiyva,

SauxfJ-o?! Pergamene Xa9VY]). Cp. Daphne. Cp.

also Laurus, Laura, Laurence.

Derivative : laurel, tr. v.

Laurence, Lawrence, masc. PN. — OF. Lorenz

(F. Laurent), fr. L. Laurentius, prop, 'of Lauren-

tum', fr. Laurentum, name of a maritime town in

Latium, lit. 'town of bay trees', fr. laurus, 'bay

tree'. It. Lorenzo is of the same origin. See laurel

and cp. Laura.

Laurentian, laurentian, n., a kind of granite and

granitic gneiss in Canada (geol.)— Named from

the Laurentian Mountains in Canada, them-

selves called after the St.Lawrence River. For the

ending see suff. -ian.

laurite, n., an osmium ruthenium sulfide (miner-

al.) — Named by the German chemist Friedrich

Wohler (1800-82) in 1866 after Mrs. Laura Joy,

the wife of a friend. — For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

Laurus, n., a genus of plants of the laurel family

(hot.)— L. laurus, 'laurel'. See laurel.

laurustine, n., a shrub with evergreen leaves (bot.)

— ML. laurustlnus, compounded of L. laurus,

'laurel', and tinus, 'laurustine'. For the first ele-

ment see laurel. The second element is prob.

cogn.withGk.TiAoi;, 'a purging", W. tail, 'dung',

OSlav. tina, timenije, 'mud, mire', OE. jjinan, 'to

become moist', pdwian, 'to thaw' (see thaw); so

called in allusion to its purging qualities.

laurustinus, n., the laurustine. — See prec. word.

lautarite, n., calcium iodate (mineral^ — G. Lau-

/aW/,namedaftertheOficinai.o«to/-oinChile.The

ending -it goes back to Gk. -iTif;:; see subst.

suff. -ite.

lava, n. — It., orig. 'torrent, stream", fr. Neapoli-

tan lave, fr. L. Idbes, 'a fall, falling down', which

is rel. to Idbi, 'to slide, slip, glide" (see labor) ; not

connected with L. lavare, 'to wash'.

lavabo, n. (eccles.)— L. lavdbd, 'I will wash', fut.

of lavdre, 'to wash" (see lave); so called from the

first word of Ps. 26 : 6 in the Vulgate text recited

by the priest in the Mass while washing his

hands.

lavage, n., washing; specif., in med., the washing

out of an organ. — F., 'a washing', fr. laver, 'to

wash'. See lave and -age.

lavalliere, n., an ornament.— F. lavatliere, 'neck-

tie', named after La Vatliere (1644-1710), mis-

tress of Louis XIV.
1

Lavandula, n., a genus of plants of the mint fam-

ily (&of.) — ModL., fr. ML. lavandula, laven-

dula, 'lavender'. See lavender,

lavation, n., washing. — L. lavdtio, gen. -onis, 'a

washing, bathing', fr. lavdtus, pp. of lavdre. See

lave and -ation.

lavatory, n. — ME. lavatorie, fr. Late L. lavato-

rium, 'place for washing', prop. neut. of the adj.

lavdtorius, 'pertaining to washing', used as a

noun, fr. L. lavdtus, pp. of lavdre. See lave and

subst. suff. -cry and cp. laver, 'vessel for wash-

ing'.

lave, tr. and intr. v., to wash, bathe.— ME. laven,

prob. a blend of OF. (= F.) laver, 'to wash' (fr.

L. lavdre, 'to wash, bathe'), and OE. lafian, 'to

wash' (which is prob. also a derivative of L. la-

vdre). L. lavdre is prob. assimilated fr. *lovare

and is rel. to L. lucre, 'to wash', and cogn. with

Gk. Xoiieiv, Homeric X6eiv (for *X6few), 'to

wash, bathe'. Arm. loganam, 'I bathe, take a

bath', Olr. Idathar, lothar, 'basin', MBret. lo-

vazr, Bret, laouer, 'trough', luaith, W. lludw,

Bret, ludu, 'ashes', OE. leah, 'lye, ashes and wa-

ter for washing', leapor, 'lather'. See lye, lather

and cp. ablution, alluvion, alluvium, delubmm,

deluge, dilute, diluvium, latrine, launder, lavabo,

lavage, lavatory, lavender, lavish, loment, lotion,

and the second element in aurilave, pyrolusite.

laveer, intr. v., to beat against the wind {naut. ; ar-

chaic).— Du. laveren, fr. MDu. loveren, laveren,

fr. MF. louvier (F. louvoyer), fr. MF. (= F.) lof,

'windward side of a ship', which is a loan word

fr. MDu. /o/(Du. loef), 'luflf '. See luff,

lavement, n., a washing.— F., fr. laver, 'to wash'.

See lave and -ment.

lavender, n., a fragrant plant of the mint family.

— ME. lavendre, fr. AF. lavendre, fr. ML. lavan-

dula, fr. It. lavandula, dimin. of lavande (whence

F. lavande), fr. lavare, 'to wash', fr. L. lavdre; so

called from the use of this plant to perfume the

water for bathing. See lave, 'to wash'.

lavenite, n., a complex zirconium mineral. —
Named after the Island of Ldven, Langesund

Fiord, in Norway. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

laver, n., a vessel for washing. — ME. lavour, fr.

MF. (= F.) lavoir, fr. Late L. lavdtorium, 'place

for washing'. See lavatory,

laver, n., a seaweed. — L. laver, 'a water plant',

of uncertain origin.

laverock, n., an archaic var. of lark.

lavish, adj., profuse, prodigal.— Fr. earlier lavish,

n., 'profusion', fr. ME. lavas, fr. OF. lavasse, la-

vache, 'deluge of rain', fr. laver, 'to wash'. See

lave, 'to wash'.

Derivatives; lavish, tr. v., lavish-er, n., lavish-ty,

adv., lavish-ness, n.

lavrovite, also lavrofiBte, n., pyroxene colored

green by vanadium (mineral.) — Russ. lavrovit,

named after N. von Lavror. The ending -it goes

back to Gk. -iti]?; sec subst. suff. -Ite.

law, n.— ME. laghe, lawe, fr. OE. lagu, 'law', of

Scand. origin; cp. ON. log, 'law', prop. pi. of lag,

'something laid down, a layer', fr. Teut. base

*lag-, 'to lay' ; see lay, 'to place'. He, 'to recline'

and cp. outlaw. Hence law lit. means 'something

laid down, something fixed'. For sense develop-

ment cp. statute, lit. 'something made to stand'

(fr. L. statuere), G. Gesetz, 'law', and Satzung,

'statute', lit. 'something set' (fr. setzen, 'to set').

Cp. also Gk. xeiTai v6|j.oi:, 'the law is laid

(down), fr. xetjiat., 'I lie'.

Derivatives: law-ful, adj., law-ful-ly, adv., law-

ful-ness, n., law-less, adj., law-less-ly, adv., law-

less-ness, n., lawyer (q.v.).

law, interj.— Imitative. Cp. the interjection la.

law, n., a hill. — OE. hldw, hlxw. See low, 'a

hill'.

lawn, n., a kind of fine linen. — Formerly called

laune lynen, 'linen from Laon', fr. Laon, a town

in France, where it was originally manufactured.

F. Laon comes from OF. Lan, fr. L. Laudunum,

a name of Celtic origin.

lawn, n., a stretch of grass. — ME. launde, laund,

fr. OF. launde, lande (F. lande), 'heath, moor',

which is borrowed fr. Gaul. *landa. See land.

The omission of the d in lawn (for *lawn-d) is

prob. due to its having been confused with the

suff. -ed. For a similar omission ofthe final -dcp.

scan.

lawn tennis. Lit. 'tennis played in the lawn'.

lawny, adj., made of, or resembling, lawn (cloth).

—Formed with adj. suff. -y fr. lawn, 'a kind of

fine linen'.

lawny, adj., 1) like a lawn; containing lawns. —
Formed with adj. suff. -y fr. lawn, 'a stretch of

grass'.

Lawrence, masc. PN. — See Laurence,

lawrencite, n., ferrous chloride (mineral.) — F,,

named after the American chemist and miner-

alogist J. Lawrence Smith (died in 1 883). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

lawsonite, n., a calcium aluminum silicate (miner-

alogy). — Named after the American geologist

Andrew Cowper Lawson (1861-1952). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

lawyer, n. — ME. lawyere. See law and -yer. Cp.

bowyer, sawyer.

Derivatives: lawyer-ess, n., lawyer-ly, adj.,

lawyer-y, n.

lax, adj., 1) loose; 2) slack. — ME., fr. L. laxus,

for *(s)l"g-sos, 'wide, loose, open', rel. to lan-

guere, 'to faint, weary', whence languidus, 'faint,

weak, dull, sluggish, languid' . See languid and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also laxate, laxa-

tion, laxative, laxity, relax.

Derivatives: lax, n. (q.v.), lax-ly, adv., lax-ness,

n.

lax, n., looseness of the intestines. — Fr. prec.

word.

lax, n., a salmon. — Norw. laks, fr. ON. lax, rel.

to OE. leax, OS., OHG., MHG. lahs, G. Lachs,

LG. las, 'salmon', and cogn. with Lith. ISSis,

Lett, lasts, OPniss. lasasso, Russ. Idsos, 'salmon'.
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and with Toch. B laks, 'fish'. Cp. the first element

in laspring,

laxate, tr. v., to loosen.— L. laxdtus, pp. oilaxd-

re, 'to open, unloose, relax', fr. laxus. See lax,

adj., and verbal sufT. -ate.

taxation, n. — ME., fr. L. laxdtio, gen. -onis, 'a

widening, mitigation', fr. laxdtus, pp. of laxare.

See prec. word and -ion.

laxative, adj., loosening; mildly purgative. —
ME. laxatif, fr. ML. laxativus, fr. L. laxdtus, pp.

of laxare, 'to open, relax', fr. laxus, 'wide'. See

lax, adj., and -ative.

Derivatives: laxative, n., a purgative medicine,

laxative-ly, adv., laxative-ness, n.

laxity, n., the quality or state of being lax. — F.

laxite, fr. L. laxitatem, ace. of laxitds, 'spacious-

ness, roominess; languor, laxity', fr. laxus. See

lax, adj., and -ity.

lay, tr. and intr. v., to place.— ME. teggen, leyen,

leien, fr. OE. lecgan, 'to lay, put, place', rel. to

OS. leggian, ON. leggja, OFris. ledza, MDu.
legghan, leghan, Du. leggert, OHG., MHG. lec-

ken, legen, G. legen, Goth, lagjan, 'to lay, put,

place'. These verbs lit. mean 'to cause to lie', and
are causatives of OE. licgan, 'to lie', resp. its

equivalents in the other Teut. languages. See lie,

'to recline', and words there referred to and cp.

esp. lagan, law, ledge, ledger and the second ele-

ment in fellow. Cp. also layer, allay, underlay.

Derivatives : lay, n., the way in which something

lies, layer (q.v.), lay-ing, n.

lay, past tense of lie.

lay, n., a short song. — ME. laye, lay, fr. OF. (=
F.) lai, a word of Celtic origin; cp. Olr. laid, Ir.

laid, Gael, laoidh, 'poem, verse, play'. These
words are not connected with L. ludm, 'play'.

Cp. roundelay.

lay, adj., pertaining to the laity, secular. — ME.,
fr. OF. lai, fr. Late L. Idicus, 'pertaining to the

people', fr. Gk. Aatxo?, of s.m., fr. Xao;; (Att.

XEC05), 'people", which is of unknown origin.

Cp. laic, laity, the first element in Laertes, Lao-

coon, liturgy and the second element in Mene-
laus, Nicholas. Cp. also lewd.

layer, n.— ME. legger, leyer, fr. leggert, leyen, 'to

lay'. See lay, v., and subst. suflf. -er. Accordingly

layer lit. means 'that which is laid".

Derivati\es: layer, tr. v., layer-ed, adj.

layette, n., baby's outfit. — F., 'baby's outfit',

dimin. of MP. laie, 'drawer, case', fr. MDu.
taeye, which is rel. to G. Lade, of s.m., and to E.

lade, load fqq. v.) For the ending see suff.

-ette.

lay figure, n., a jointed model of the human form.

—Fr. earlier layman, fr. Du. leeman, lit. 'jointed

man', fr. MDu. led, lit, ghelit (Du. lid, gelid),

'limb, joint', and man, 'man'. MDu. led, lit, ghe-

lit is rel. to OE. lip, OS., OFris. lith, ON. lidr,

Dan., Swed. led, OHG. gilid, MHG. gelit, gelid,

G. died, Goth. Hpus, 'limb, joint', fr. Teut. base

•/f-, corresponding to L-E. base •/«(-, 'to bend,

be movable, be nimble'. See ibnb.
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lazar, n., a filthy beggar; esp. a leper. — ME., fr.

ML. lazarus, named after Lazarus mentioned
Luke 16:20. See Lazarus and cp. lazaretto, laz-

zarone.

lazaret, n., lazaretto.— F„ fr. It. lazzaretto. See

next word.

lazaretto, n., a hospital for lepers; place in a ship

used as storehouse.— Venetian lazareto (whence

It. lazzaretto), a blend of Lazaro (It. Lazzard),

name of the "Venetian hospital for lepers (so

called after Luke 16:20) and Nazaret, the name
of another hospital in Venice, which was so

called because it was established after the decay

of the former, in the neighborhood ofthe church
Santa Maria di Nazaret. See Lazarus and cp.

lazar.

Lazarus, masc. PN. — L. Lazarus, fr. Gk. Adi^a-

po(;, aphetic for 'EXEaCapo.;, fr. Heb. EVdzdr, lit.

'God has helped'. See Eleazar.

laze, intr. v. — Back formation fr. lazy.

lazy, adj.— Fr. earlier laysy; of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: lazi-ly, adv., lazi-ness, n.

lazzarone, n., one belonging to a very low class of

people in Naples, living by odd jobs or by beg-

ging. — It., augment, of lazzaro, fr. Lazzaro,

'Lazarus'. See lazar. For the suff. -one see -oon.

-le, suff. forming diminutive nouns.— 1) ME. -el,

-ele, -elle, fr. OE. -el, -ela, -ele; cp. e.g. knuckle;

2) ME. -el, -elle, fr. OF. -el, fr. L. -ellum; cp. e.g.

castle, fr. OF. chastel (F. chateau), fr. L. castel-

lum; 3) ME. -el, fr. OF. -eille, fr. L. -icula; cp.

e.g. bottle, fr. OF. botele (F. bouteille), fr. VL.
butticula.

-le, agential suff. — ME. -le, fr. Teut. -el (often

through the medium of French). Cp. e.g. beadel,

fr. ME. bedel, fr. OF. bedel (F. bedeau).

-le, suff. denoting an instrument. — ME. -el, fr.

OE. -el. Cp. e.g. ladle, fr. ME. ladel, fr. OE.
hlsedel, fr. hladan, 'to draw (water)'.

-le, suff. forming adjectives from verbs. This suff.

indicates tendency toward the action or process

expressed by the verb.— ME. -el, -il, -le, fr. OE.
-ol. Cp. e.g. brittle, fr. ME. britel, fr. OE. breo-

tan, 'to break'.

-le, suff. forming verbs with freq. or dimin.

meaning.— ME. -elen, -len, fr. OE. -lian. Cp. e.g.

wrestle, fr. ME. wrestlen, fr. OE. wriestlian, 'to

wrestle', freq. of wrsstan, 'to twist, wrest'.

lea, n., a tract of open country. — ME. tee, leye,

fr. OE. leah, 'open field, meadow', rel. to OHG.
loh, 'cluster of bushes' (whence the PN. Hohen-

tohe), Flem. loo, of s.m. (whence the place name
Water-loo), and cogn. with OI. lokdlf, 'open

space', L. litcus, 'grove', Lith. laukas, Lett, lauks,

'open field', Toch. A lok, B lauke, 'far away',

and with L. lUcere, 'to shine' ; see light, 'bright-

ness'. For sense development cp. E. clearing (fr.

clear).

lea, n., a measure of yarn (varying in different

places). — ME. lee, prob. fr. F. Her, 'to bind',

fr. L. ligdre. See ligament.

leach, tr. v., to moisten; intr. v., to melt. ^ A

873
Leander

blend of OE. leccan, 'to moisten', and ON. leka,

'to leak' (whence E. leak, q.v.)

Derivative : leach, n.

lead, n., a heavy, bluish grey metal. — ME. lede,

fr. OE. lead, rel. to OFris. lad, MDu. loot, lood,

Du. lood, MHG. lot, 'lead', G. Lot, 'weight,

plummet' ; of Celt, origin. Cp. Olr. liiaide (for

*loudid, fr. *ploudid), fr. I.-E. base *plou(d)-,

*pleu(d)-, 'to flow', for which see fleet, 'to pass

swiftly'.

Derivatives: lead, adj. and tr. v., leaden (q.v.),

lead-y, adj., leading (q.v.)

lead, tr. and intr. v., to guide. — ME. leden, fr.

OE. liedan, 'to lead, guide', rel. to OS. ledian,

ON. leida, OFris. leda, Du. leiden, OHG. leittan,

leiten, MHG., G. leiten, fr. Teut. *laidian, 'to

lead', lit. 'to make go', causative formed fr. *li-

pan, 'to go', which appears in OE. lidan, 'to go,

travel, sail', OS. lithan, ON. llda, 'to go', OHG.
ga-lidan, 'to travel', Goth, ga-leipan, 'to go'. Cp.

Teut. *laidd-, 'way, guidance', appearing in OE.

lad, 'path, track, way, course', OS. leda, ON.

leid, 'guidance'. Cp. also load, lode, and the first

element in leitmotiv.

Derivatives: lead, n., lead-er, n., lead-er-ship, n.,

leading (q.v.)

leaden, adj., made of lead. — ME. leden, fr. OE.

leaden, fr. lead. See lead, 'a metal', and adj. suff.

-en.

Derivative: leaden-ness, n.

leaderette, n., a short editorial paragraph.— Lit.

'a short leading article', a hybrid formed fr.

leader and -ette, a suff. of French origin.

leading, n., leadwork. — Formed fr. lead, 'a

metal', with subst. suff. -ing.

leading, n., guidance. — Formed from the verb

lead with -ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

leading, adj., directing, guiding. — Formed from

the verb lead with part. suff. -ing.

leaf, n. — ME. leef, lef, fr. OE. h-af, rel. to OS.

lof, ON. lauf, Dan. hv, Swed. lof, OFris. Idf, Du.

loof, OHG. loub, MHG. loup, hub, G. Laub,

'foliage', Goth, lauf, 'foliage', laufs, 'leaf, and

cogn. with Lith. lupii, lupti, 'to shell, peel', Lett.

lupt, 'to peel; to rob,' Russ. lupIjiJ, lupit', 'to

peel', OSlav. lubu, 'bark, rind', Lith. luba,

OPruss. lubbo, 'board", Lith. luobas, 'bark, rind'.

All these words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base

*leub(h)-, *leup-, 'to strip, to peel', whence prob.

also L. liber (fr. *laber), 'bast, book'; see library

and cp. alypin. l.-E. base *leub(h)-, *leup- is rel.

to base *lep-, 'to peel', whence Gk. Aer.tv/, 'to

strip off the rind, peel, bark'; see leper and cp.

lodge.

Derivatives: leaf, intr. v., leaf-less, adj., leaf-less-

ness, n., leaf-y, adj., leaf-i-ness, n.

leafit, n., leaflet {archaic).— Coined by the Eng-

lish poet John Keats (1795-1821) fr. leaf and di-

minutive suff. -it = -et.

leaflet, n. — A hybrid coined fr. leaf and -let, a

dimin. suff. of French origin.

league, n., alliance.— OF (= F.) ligue, 'confeder-

acy, league', fr. Olt. liga, fr. L. ligdre, 'to bind'.

See ligament (It. lega is a back formation fr. It.

legare, 'to bind', fr. L. ligdre).

Derivative: leaguer (q.v.)

league, tr. v., to form into a league; intr. v., to

form a league. — Fr. prec. word. Cp. F. se

liguer, 'to form a league'.

league, n., an old measure of distance varying in

different times and countries. — OF. legue (F.

lieu), fr. Late L. leuga, leuca (whence alsoOProv-

eng. lega, Sp. /eg-ua), which is of Gaulish origin.

leaguer, n., member of a league.— Formed with

agential suff. -er fr. league, 'alliance'.

leaguer, n., camp. — Du. leger, 'camp'. See lair

and cp. laager, lager.

Derivative: leaguer, intr. and tr. v.

Leah, 1) fem. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the elder daugh-

ter of Laban and wife of Jacob. — Lit. 'wild-

cow'; cp. Arab, loan, 'wildcow'. See Friedrich

Delitzsch, Prolegomena einesneuenhebr.-aram.

Worterbuchs zum Alten Testament p. 80, G.

Buchanan, Studies in Hebrew Proper Names,

p. 96, and Martin Noth, Die israelitischen Per-

sonennamen im Rahmen der gemeinsemitischen

Namengebung, p. 10.

leak, intr. v. — ME. leken, fr. ON. leka, 'to leak,

drip', which is rel. to OE. leccan, 'to moisten,

water', MDu. lecken, Du. lekken, 'to leak',

OHG. lecchen, MHG. lechen, 'to become dry',

MHG. lechezen, lechzen, G. lechzen, 'to be

parched with thirst', ON. lekr, OE. hlec. MDu.
leek, Du. lek, G. leek, 'leaky'. Outside Teut. cp.

Olr. legaim, '1 melt, dissolve' {intr.), ModW.
llaith (for *lekto-), 'moist'. Cp. leach and the

first element in lacmus.

leak, n. — ON. leki, fr. leka, 'to leak, drip". See

leak, V.

Derivatives: leak-y, adj., leak-i-ness, n., and the

hybrid noun leak-age.

leal, adj., loyal {dial, or poet). — ME. leel, lei, fr.

OF. leial, leal, loial{¥. loyal); a doublet of legal

and loyal,

lean, intr. and tr. v., to incline, bend. — ME.

lenen, fr. OE. hleonian, hlinian, 'to lean; to re-

cline, lie', rel. to OS. hlinon, OFris. lena, MDu.

lenen, Du. leunen, OHG. hlinen, linen, MHG.
linen, lenen, G. lehnen, 'to lean'; fr. I.-E. base

*klei-, 'to incline, lean', whence also Gk. xXT-

vEtv, 'to cause to slope, slant, incline'. See clin-

ical and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

lean, 'thin', ladder, lid, linch, linchet, links, 'sand

hills', low, 'hill'.

Derivatives: lean, n., a slope, lean-ing, n.

lean, adj., thin. — ME. lene, fr. OE. hlien, 'lean,

thin', which is of uncertain origin. It possibly

meant orig. 'bending, drooping", and is rel. to

OE. hleonian, 'to lean'. See lean, v.

Derivatives: lean, n., lean-ish, adj., lean-ly, adv.,

lean-ness, n.

Leander, 1 ) masc. PN. ; 2) in Greek mythology, a

young man of Abydos, lover of Hero. He swam
nightly across the Hellespont to visit Hero in
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Sestos. — L. Leander, fr. Gk. AstavSpo?, Aeav-

Spo?, lit. 'lion man', compounded of Xemv, 'lion',

and avrjp, gen. ivSpo?, 'man'. See lion and an-

dro-.

leap, intr. and tr. v.— ME. lepen, fr. OE. hleapan,

'to jump, dance; to run', rel. to OS. hlopan, ON.
hlaupa, Dan. lebe, Swed. lopa, OFris. hlapa,

MDu. lopen, Du. lopen, OHG. hlouffan, louffan,

MHO. loufen, G. taufen, 'to run', Goth, us-

hlaupan, 'to jump up'. The ult. etymol. of these

words is uncertain. Cp. elope, gallop, gantlet, in-

terloper, landloper, lapwing, lope, loup, orlop,

wallop.

Derivatives: leap, n., leap-er, n., leap-ing, n.

and adj.

learn, tr. and intr. v. — ME. lernen, fr. OE. leor-

nian, rel. to OS. linon (for *lizndn), OFris. lernia,

lirnia, OHG. lernen, iirnen, MHG., G. lernen,

'to learn', Goth, lais, 'I know', laisjan, OE. ISran

(whence ON. Wra), OS. lerian, OFris. lira, MDu.
leeren, Du. leren, OHG. lerran, leren, MHG.
leren, G. lehren, 'to teach', lit. 'to make known'.

All these words orig. meant 'to follow or find the

track, to follow, go after', resp. 'to cause to find

the track, to cause to follow'. They are related to

OHG. leisa (in wagenleisa), 'track of carriage

wheels', MHG. leise, geleis, G. Geleise, Gleis,

'track', OE. tiest, 'sole of foot, track, footprint,

last', OHG. leist, 'track, footprint, last', MHG.
leist, G. Leisten, 'last', ON. leistr, 'foot, sock',

Goth./a/jW, 'track', laistjan, 'to follow'. Cognates

outside Teut. are L. lira (for *leisa), 'the earth

thrown up between two furrows, furrow',

OSlav. lecha, 'ridge (in a field)', OPruss. lyso, of

s.m., Lith. lyse, 'garden bed'. Cp. last, 'model of

foot', last, 'to endure', lore. Cp. also delirium.

Derivatives; learn-ed, adj., learn-ed-ly, adv.,

learn-ed-ness, n., learning (q.v.)

learning, n. — ME. lerning, fr. OE. leornung,

'learning, study', fr. leornian, 'to learn'. See learn

and subst. suff. -ing.

lease, tr. v. — AF. lesser, fr. OF. laissier, lessier,

lesser (F. laisser), 'to let, leave', fr. L. laxdre, 'to

open, make wide, slacken, relax, relieve", fr.

laxus, 'wide, loose, open'. See lax, adj., and cp.

lessee,

lease, n. — ME. les, fr. AF., fr. OF. lais, 'a let-

ting, leaving', verbal n. of laissier (see lease, v.),

The F. equivalent of OF. lais is legs, whose

spelling is due to the erroneous derivation of

this word fr. L. legalum, 'bequest, legacy' (see

legacy).

leash, n., a thong for holding a dog. — ME. lese,

lees, fr. OF. lesse, laisse (F. laisse), fr. L. laxu,

fem. of laxus, 'wide, loose, open'. See lax, adj.,

and cp. lease.

Derivative: leash, tr. v.

leasing, n., a lie, falsehood (archaic). — ME. le-

. sing, fr. OE. leasung, 'falsehood, deception', fr.

leas, 'devoid of, without; false, feigned', rel. to

liosan, 'to lose'. See lose and -tag, suflF. forming

verbal nouns, and cp. -less.
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least, adj.— ME. leste, lest, fr. OE. liest, contrac-

tion of IBsast, Isesest, 'smallest', superl. oflwssa,

'less'. See less.

Derivatives: least, n., least-ways, adv. (coUoq.),

least-wise, adv.

leat, n., an open water trench. — ME. leet, fr.

OE. geliet, gelSte, 'junction of roads, outlet',

from pref. ge- (see y-) and the stem of Iwtan, 'to

leave'. See let, 'to leave'.

leather, n.— ME. lether, fr. OE. leder, rel. to OS.

lethar, ON. ledr, Dan. Ixder, Swed. lader, OFris.

lether, MDu. leder, Du. leder, leer, OHG. ledar,

MHG., G. leder, and cogn. with Olr. lethar, W.
Uedr, Bret, lezr, 'leather'.

Derivatives: leather, adj. and tr. v., leather-ing,

n., leathern (q.v.), leather-y, adj., leather-i-ness,

n.

leatherette, n. — A hybrid coined fr. leather and

-ette, a suff. of French origin.

leathern, adj. — Formed fr. leather with suff. -en.

leatheroid, n., material used instead of leather;

artificial leather. — A hybrid coined fr. leather

and Gk. -oeiSr]?, 'like', fr. eISo;, 'form, shape'.

See -oid.

leave, tr. and intr. v. — ME. leven, fr. OE. liefan,

'not to take away, to leave, bequeath', rel. to

OE. Idf, 'what remains, remnant', OE. belifan,

OS. bilihan, OHG. billban, MHG. beliben, G.

bleiben, Goth, bileiban, 'to remain', and prob.

also to OE. lif, 'life', libban, lifian, 'to live', orig.

'to remain' ; cogn. with Gk. Xinoq, 'grease, fat',

Xi7Tap6(;, 'oily, fat, greasy', XiTiocpr)?, 'persist-

ing, persevering', lit. 'sticky', XIitapsLV, 'to per-

sist, persevere', lit. 'to stick', OI. limpdti,'smeeiTs',

liptdh, 'sticking together', lepah, 'unguent', L.

lippus, 'blear-eyed', Lith. limpu, lipti, 'to stick,

adhere', OSlav. pri-lingti, of s.m., lepii, 'bird-

lime'. Alb. Vaparos, '1 soil', gVep, geVepe, skleps,

'mucus secreted by the glands of the eyelid', and

possibly also Hitt. lippanzi, 'they smear, paint'

(but Gk. XetTTw, L. linquo, 'I leave', are not cog-

nate). All these words derive fr. l.-E. base *leip-,

'to anoint; to stick, adhere; to remain, perse-

vere, continue, live". Cp. life, live, liver and the

second element in Olaf. Cp. also adipose, Lipa-

ris, lipase, lipo-, 'fat', lipoma, the first element

in liparoid and the second element in celibate.

Derivative: leav-ing, n.

leave, n.— ME. /eve, fr. OE. leaf, rel. to OE. leaf,

'dear', ON. leyfi, MHG. loube, 'permission', OS.

orlof, OFris. ortof, orlef, OHG., MHG. urloup,

G. Urlaub, 'leave of absence', OE. liefan, ON.

leyfa, 'to permit, allow', OE. dliefan, dlyfan,

OHG. irlouben, MHG. erhubcn, G. erlauben,

Goth, uslaubjan, of s.m., OE. geleafa, OS. gilo-

bo, OHG. giloubo, MHG. geloube, gloube, G.

Glaube, Goth, galaubeins, 'belief, OE. geliefan,

gelefan, OS. gildbian, MHG. gelouben, glduben,

G. glauben, Goth, galaubjan, 'to believe', fr.l.-E.

base *leubh-, 'to love, approve, praise'. See lief

and love and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

the second element in furlough. ,
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leave, intr. v., to put forth leaves, to leaf. — ME.
leven, fr. lef, 'leaf. See leaf,

leaved, adj., having leaves. — Formed fr. prec.

word with suff. -ed.

leaven, n. — ME. levain, levein, fr. F. levain, fr.

VL. *levdmen, 'something that raises' (classical

L. levdmen, means 'alleviation, mitigation'), fr.

levdre, 'to lift, raise; to lighten, alleviate, miti-

gate', fr. levis, 'light'. See level and cp. relieve.

Derivatives ; leaven, tr. v., leaven-ing, n.

leban, lebban, also leben, n., coagulated sour milk

(an Arab beverage). — VArab. Idban, leben,

'sour milk', fr. Arab. Idban, 'milk', which is rel.

to Heb. Idbhdn, 'white', fbhdnd^, poetic name

for the moon (lit. 'the white one'), fbhond'',

Aram.-Syr. fbhuntd,Arato. lubdn, 'frankincense'

(Gk. Xtpavo!;, XtpavcdTo?, 'frankincense', are

Sem. loan words), Heb. L^bhdnon, Akkad. Lab-

ndnu, Aram. Libhndn, Arab. Lubndn, 'Mount

Lebanon', lit. 'the white one'; so called from

the whiteness of its cliffs. Cp. olibanum and the

first element in benzoin.

Lecanlum, n., a genus of scale insects (entomolo-

gy). — ModL., fr. Gk. Xsxdtviov, dimin. of

XsxdcvT), 'dish, pan'. See lekane and cp. Lecidea.

lecanomancy, n., divination by the inspection of

water in a basin. — Compounded of Gk. Xe-

xivY), 'dish, pan', and [ia'JXEia, 'oracle, divina-

tion'. See lekane and -mancy.

Lechea, n., a genus of plants, the pinweed (bot.)

— ModL., named after the Swedish botanist

JohanLecAe (1704-64).

lecher, n., lecherous, lewd. — ME. lechour. fr.

OF. lecheur (F. lecheur), 'libertine', lit. 'licker',

fr. techier (F. lecher), 'to lick', fr. prankish *lik-

kon, which is rel. to OHG. leckon, 'to lick". See

lick,

lecherous, adj., lustful. — ME., fr. MF. leche-

reus, fr. OF., fr. lecheur, 'libertine". See prec.

word and -ous and cp. lickerish.

Derivatives : lecherous-ly, adv., lecherous-ness, n.

lechery, n., lust, lewdness.— ME. lecherie, fr. OF.

lecherie, fr. lecheur, 'libertine". See lecher and -y

(representing OF. -ie).

Lecidea, n., a genus of crustacean lichens (bol.)—
ModL., fr. Gk. Xexi;, gen. aexiSoi;, dimin. of

Xexo;, 'dish'. See lekane and cp. Lecanium.

lecithin, n., a waxy substance found in tissues of

the brain and the nerves (biochem.)— Coined by

Gobley fr. Gk. Xexiftoc, 'the yolk of an egg",

which is of uncertain, prob. foreign, origin, and

chem. suff. -in.

lecontite, n., a hydrous sodium ammonium po-

tassium sulfate (mineral.) — Named after the

American scientist John L. Le Conte, its dis-

coverer. For the ending see subst. suff. -Ite.

lectern, n., a reading desk in a church. •— ME.
tectorne, refashioned (after ML. lectdrinum, lec-

trtnum) fr. ME. lettorne, lettron, fr. OF. letrin,

fr. ML. lectdrinum, lectrlnum, fr. Late L. lectrum,

'reading desk, pulpit', fr. L. lectus, pp. of legere,

'to read'. See lecture.

ledger

lection, n., a reading, a lesson. — L. lectio, gen.

-onis, 'a reading', fr. lectus, pp. of legere, 'to

read'. See lecture and -ion and cp. lesson, which

is a doublet of lection.

lectionary, n., a list of lections. — Ecclesiastic L.

lectidndrium, fr. L. lectio, gen.-onw, 'a reading'.

See prec. word and subst. suff. -ary.

lector, n., a reader, esp. in a church or in a uni-

versity. — Late L. lector, 'reader', fr. L. lectus,

pp. of legere. See lecture and agential suff. -or.

lectorate, n., the office of a lector. — ML. lectd-

rdtus, fr. Late L. lector. See prec. word and subst.

suff. -ate.

lecture, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) lecture, fr.

ML. lectura, fr. L. lectus, pp. of legere, 'to gath-

er, collect; to pick out, choose; to read, recite'

(prop, 'to choose words'), fr. I.-E. base *leg-, 'to

pick together, gather, collect', whence also Gk.

X^yEiv, 'to pick out, choose; to say, tell, speak,

declare' (prop, 'to choose words'), Xs^it; (for

Xey-ci;), 'speech, diction", Xoyoc, 'word,

speech, discourse, account, thought, reason'.

Alb. mb-l'ed, 'I gather, collect, harvest'. Cp.

alexia, Alogians, analects, analogue, analogy,

apologetic, apologize, apologue, apology, coil,

colleague, coUect, college, curiologic, Decalog,

dialect, dialogue, diligent, duologue, dyslogy,

eclectic, eclogue, elect, election, elegant, eligible,

elite, epilogue, eulogy, fiorileglum, intellect, in-

telligent, lectern, lection, legal, legation, legend,

legible, legion, legislation, legitimate, legume,

lesson, lexicon, ligneous, logic, logos, monologue,

neglect, negligee, paralogy, predilection, prole-

gomena, prologue, recollect, religion, sacrilege,

select, sortilege, syllogism, tetralogy, trilogy. For

the ending of lecture see suff. -ure.

Derivatives: lecture, intr. and tr. v., lectur-er, n.,

lecture-ship, n.

lecythus, n., a tall, slender vase with a single

handle (Greek antiq.) — Late L., fr. Gk. Xy]Xu-

^Qc,, 'oil flask', which is of unknown origin.

led, past tense and pp. of lead. — ME. ledde, fr.

OE. Isedde, fr. OE. Wdan, 'to lead". See lead, v.

Leda, n., mother of Castor and Pollux, Helen,

and Clytemnestra (Greek mythol.) — L. Leda,

fr. Gk. AtjSS, which prob. derives fr. Lycian

Lada, and lit. means 'wife, woman". She is identi-

cal with Latona and Leto (qq.v.)

lederite, n., a variety of sphene (mineral.) —
Named after Baron Louis von Lederer, Austri-

an Consul at New York, in recognition of his

interest in mineralogy. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

ledge, n., a shelf projecting from a wall; a ridge of

rocks. — ME. legge, 'support, bar", prob. relat-

ed to ME. leggen, 'to lay'. See lay, 'to place',

and cp. next word.

Derivative: ledg-y, adj.

ledger, n., an account book. — ME. legger, fr.

leggen, 'to lay'; cp. the ME. var. lidger, which

prob. derives fr. liggen, 'to lie'. ME. legger, lid-

ger orig. meant 'a book that lies permanently in



ledger

the same place'. See lay, 'to place', lie, 'to re-

cline', and cp. prec. word.

ledger, adj., stationery — From the stem of ME.
leggen, 'to lay', fr. OE. lecgan. See ledger, n.

Ledum, n., a genus of plants, the Labrador tea

(6of.)— ModL., fr. Gk. X^Sov, the plant Cistus

Cyprius. See ladanum.

lee, n., 1) shelter; 2) the side of a ship turned

away from the wind. — ME. lee, 'shelter', fr.

OE. hleo (gen. hleowes), 'shelter, protection', rel.

to OS. hleo, ON. Me, Dan. te, Swed. la, Du. lij,

'lee', and to ON. hly, 'shelter, warmth', hlyr,

hlser, 'warm, mild', MLG., Du. lauw, MDu. laeu,

OHG. Ido (inflected Idwer), MHG. Id, Idwes, G.

lau, 'tepid'; prob. fr. I.-E. *kleu-, enlargement

of base *kel-, 'warm', whence L. calere, 'to be

warm'. See caldron and cp. lew, luke, 'lukewarm'

.

Derivative: lee, adj.

leech, n., 1) physician (archaic); 2) a blood suck-

ing worm. — ME. leche, fr. OE. Isece, 'physi-

cian ; leech', rel. to ON. Ixknir, OS. laki, OFris.

letza, OHG. Idhhi, Idchi, Goth, lekeis, 'physi-

cian', prob. meaning orig. 'magician', and cogn.

with Olr. liaig, 'charmer, exorcist, physician'.

leech, n., either edge of a square sail (naut.) —
Rel. to MLG. lik, Du. lijk, G. Leik, ON. Ilk,

'boltrope, leechrope'; prob. fr. I.-E. base *leii-,

'to bind', whence also L. ligdre, 'to bind, tie'.

See ligament and cp. words there referred to.

leechcraft, n., medical science {archaic). — ME.
lechecraft, fr. OE. Ixcecraeft. See leech, 'physi-

cian', and craft.

leechdom, n., medicine, remedy (obsol.) — ME.
lechedom, fr. OE. Ixcedom, 'medicine, remedy'.

See leech, 'physician', and -dom.

leek, n. — ME. lek, lik, fr. OE. leac, lee, 'leek,

onion, garlic', rel. to OS. lok, 'leek', ON. laukr,

'leek, garlic', Dan. leg, Swed. lok, 'onion', Du.

look, 'leek, garlic', OHG. louh, louhh, MHG.
louch, G. Lauch, 'leek', fr. I.-E. base *leug-,

*lug-, 'to bend, twist', whence also OE. locc,

'lock of hair'. Finn, lauka, Lith. lukai, Lett. /«-

oks and OSlav. luku are Teut. loan words.

See lock, 'tuft of hair', and cp. Lygodium,

reluct.

leer, n., cheek, face (obsol.) — ME. ler, fr. OE.

hleor, 'cheek, face', rel. to ON. hlyr, OS. hleor,

hlior; of uncertain origin.

leer, intr. v., to look askance. — Prob. fr. prec.

word.

Derivatives: leer, n., a side glance, leer-ing, adj.,

leer-ing-ly, adv., leer-y, adj.

Leersia, n., a genus of grasses, the cut grass (hot.)

— ModL., named after the German botanist

Johann Daniel Leers (1727-74). For the ending

see 1st suff. -ia.

lees, n. pi.— ME. lie, fr. OF. (= F.) lie, 'lees', fr.

Gallo-L. lia (for *liga), 'sediment' (cp. Olr.

lige, *a lying'); fr. I.-E. base *legh-, 'to lie'. See

lie, 'to recline'.

leet, n., a courtleet; its jurisdiction. — Cp. AF.
lete, AL. leta; of uncertain origin.
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leeward, adv., adj. and n. — Compounded of lee,

'shelter', and -ward.

Derivative: leeward-ly, adv.

leeway, n.—Compounded oflee,'shelter', and way.

left, past tense and pp. of leave. — ME. lafte,

lefte, past tense and pp. of leven, 'to leave'. See

leave, v.

left, adj., adv. and n. — ME. luft, lift, left, orig.

'weak, infirm', fr. OE. lyft, 'weak' (whence OE.

lyftddl, 'paralysis'), rel. to MLG. lucht, MDu.
lucht, luft, 'left', prob. not connected with Gk.

XsTipo;, 'scaly', Xeicpa, 'leprosy' (see leper). See

Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I, 786 s.v, lepidus.

leg, n. — ME. legge, leg, fr. ON. leggr, 'leg'

(which is rel. to ON. armleggr, 'arm'), which is

prob. rel. to OE. lira (for *ligiza), 'fleshy part of

the body, flesh', ON. Ixr, Swed. Idr, 'thigh', and

prob. cogn. with OI. rksdld, 'foot joint of a

hoofed animal', L. lacertus, 'upper arm, arm',

lacerta, 'lizard', locusta, 'grasshopper, locust',

lit. 'the jumper', Gk. Xa$, XaySriV, 'kicking

with the foot', Xa>tTiij£i.v, 'to kick with the foot',

Xa.y.iiq, 'pestle', Xixep-Ti^Eiv (Hesychius), 'to

spring, leap', Lith. lekiii, lekti, 'to fly', lakstyti,

'to hop', Lett, lezu, lekt, 'to jump'. All these

words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *leq-, *l q-, 'to

bend, twist'. See Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I,

743-44, s.v. lacertus. Cp. Lacerta, lacertian, liz-

ard, lobster, locust. Cp. also polatouche.

Derivatives: leg, intr. v., legg-ed, adj., legg-ing,

n., legg-y, adj., legg-i-ness, n.

legacy, n.— ME. legacie, fr. OF. legacie, 'legate's

, office', fr. ML. legdtia, fr. L. legdtus, 'ambassa-

dor, envoy'. See legate and -cy.

legal, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) legal, fr. L.

legdlis, 'pertaining to the law, legal', fr. lex, gen.

legis, 'law', which is prob. rel. to legere, in the

sense of 'to gather', and orig. meant 'collection'

;

see lecture, collection and cp. the second element

in privilege. For the lengthening of the e in lex

cp. the noun rex, 'king', which is rel. to regere,

'to guide, direct'. Cp. leal and loyal, which are

doublets of legal.

Derivatives: legal-ism, n., legal-ist, n., legal-ist-

ic, adj., legal-ist-ic-al-ly, adv., legality (q.v.),

legal-ize, tr. v., legal-iz-ation, n., legal-ly, adv.

legality, n. — ME. legalite, fr. MF. (== F.) lega-

lite, fr. ML. legdlitdtem, ace. of legdlitds, fr. L.

legdlis, 'pertaining to the law". See prec. word

and -ity.

.£gate, n., envoy. — ME., fr. OE. legat, fr. OF.,

fr. L. legdtus, 'ambassador, envoy', prop. pp. of

legdre, 'to send with a commission, to send as

ambassador', rel. to lex, gen. legis. 'law'. See

legal and adj. sufi'. -ate.

Derivative: legate-ship, n.

legate, tr. v., to bequeath by will.— L. legdtus, pp.

of legdre, 'to send with a commission; to ap-

point by a last will'. See legate, n.

legatee, a., one to whom a legacy is bequeathed.
— L. legdtus, pp. of legdre. See prec. word and

legatine, adj., pertaining to a legate. — See prec.

word and -ine (corresponding to L. -Inus).

legation, n.— ME. legacioun, fr. OF. (= F.) lega-

tion, fr. L. legdtidnem, ace. of legdtid, 'embassy',

fr. legdtus, pp. of legdre. See legate, n., and -ion.

legato, adv., to be played smoothly, i.e. without

intervals (mus.) — It. legato, 'tied, bound', pp.

of legare, fr. L. ligdre, 'to bind'. See ligament.

legator, n., one who bequeaths. — L. legdtor, fr.

legdtus, pp. of legdre, 'to appoint by a last will'.

See legate, 'to bequeath', and agential suff'. -or.

legend, n. — ME. legende, fr. OF. legende (= F.

legende), fr. ML. legenda, 'a thing to be read', fr.

L. legendus, 'to be read', gerundive of legere, 'to

read'. See lecture. For other Latin gerundives

used in English cp. agenda and words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: legendary (q.v.), legend-ry, n.

legendary, adj. — ME. legenddrius, fr. legenda,

'legend'. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ary.

legerdemain, n., conjuring tricks, jugglery. — F.

leger de main, 'light of hand'. F. leger, 'light',

derives fr. VL. *levidrius, fr. L. levis, 'light in

weight' ; see lever and cp. legerity. F. de, 'from,

of, comes fr. L. de, 'from, away from' ; see de-.

F. main, 'hand', derives fr. L. manum, ace. of

manus, of s.m ; see manual.

Derivative: legerdemain-ist, n.

legerity, n., lightness, nimbleness. — F. Ugerete,

fr. Uger, fr. 'VL. *levidrius, fr. L. levig, 'light in

weight'. See legerdemain and -ity.

Leghorn., 1) Leghorn straw; 2) a hat made from

this straw; 3) a Leghorn breed of fowl. —
Named fr. Leghorn (Livorno) in Italy.

legible, adj. — Late L. legibilis, 'readable', fr. L.

legere, 'to read'. See lecture and -ible.

Derivatives : legibil-ity, n., legible-ness, n., legibl-

y, adv.

legion, n. — ME. legioun, ff. OF. legiun, legion

(F. legion), fr. L. legidnem, ace. of legid, 'a le-

gion', fr. L. legere, 'to gather, collect; to read'.

See lecture and -ion.

legionary, adj. and n. — L. legidndrius, 'pertain-

ing to a legion', fr. legid, gen. -dnis, 'a legion'.

See prec. word and -ary.

legislate, intr. v. — Back formation fr. legislation.

legislation, n., the making of laws.— L. legisldtid,

prop, two words : legis /a/io,'proposing'(lit.'bear-

ing) of a law', fr. legis, gen. of lex, 'law', and

Idtio, 'a bringing (forward)', fr. Idtus, 'borne,

brought, carried' (used as pp. offerre, 'to bear,

carry'), which stands for *tldtos, fr. *//-, zero

degree of I.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry',

whence L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to

bear, support'. See legal and tolerate.

legislative, adj. and n.— See prec. word and -ive.

legislator, n. — L. legis Idtor, 'proposer' (lit.

'bearer') of a law', fr. legis, gen. of lex, 'law', and

Idtor, 'proposer', fr. Idtus, 'borne, brought, car-

ried'. See legislation and agential suflf. -or.

legislature, n., a law-making body. — See legisla-

tion and -ore.

legist, n., one versed in the law. — MF. (= F.)

legiste, fr. ML. legista, fr. L. lex, gen. legis, 'law'.

See legal and -ist.

legitimacy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

legitimate, adj. — ML. legitimdtus, pp. of legiti-

mdre, 'to legitimate', fr. L. legitimus, 'lawful', fr.

lex, gen. legis, 'law'. See legal.

Derivatives: legitimate-ly, adv., legitimate-ness,

n., legitimation (q.v.), legitimat-ize, tr. v.

legitimate, tr. v. — ML. legitimdtus, pp. of legiti-

mdre. See legitimate, adj.

legitimation, n., the action of making legitimate.

— ME. legitimacioun, fr. MF. (= F) legitima-

tion, fr. ML. legitimdtidnem, ace. of legimdtid,

fr. legitimdtus, pp. of legitimdre. See legitimate,

adj., and -ion.

legitimism, n., the principles of a legitimist. — F.

legitimisme, fr. L. legitimus, 'lawful'. See legiti-

mate, adj., and -ism.

legitimist, n., a supporter of legitimate authority.

— F. legilimiste, fr. L. legitimus, 'lawful'. See

legitimate, adj., and -ist.

Derivatives: legitimist, legitimist-ic, adjs.

legitimize, tr. v., to legitimate. — Formed with

suff. -ize fr. L. legitimus. See legitimate, adj.

Derivative : legitimiz-ation, n.

leguan, n., a large lizard.— Formed by the agglu-

tination of the Sp. def. article la, fr. Veguan,

Viguan, fr. Sp. Viguana, ht. 'the iguana'. See

iguana, guana. Sp. la derives fr. L. ilia, fem. of

ille, 'that' ; see ille. For the agglutination of the

article cp. lierre and words there referred to.

legume, n., 1) a plant of the group of the pulse

family; 2) pod. — F. legume, fr. L. legumen,

'pulse or other leguminous plants', lit. 'that

which is gathered', fr. legere, 'to gather, collect'.

See lecture.

legumen, n., the same as legume.

legumin, n., a proteid obtained from the seeds of

leguminous plants (biochem.) — Formed with

suff. -in fr. L. legumen, gen. legi'iminis, 'pulse".

See legume.

Leguminosae, n. pi., the pulse family (hot.) —
ModL. See leguminous and adj. suff. -ose.

leguminous, adj., 1) pulselike; 2) pertaining to the

Leguminosae. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L.

legHmen, 'pulse'. See legume.

Leibnizian, also Leibnitzian, adj., pertaining to

the German philosopher. Baron Gottfried Wil-

helm von Leibniz (less correctly spelled Leib-

nitz) (1646-1716) or to his doctrines.

Leibnizianism, n., the doctrines of Leibniz. — See

prec. word and -ism.

Leicester, n., a breed of sheep. — Named fr.

Leicester, a county in Leicestershire, England.

Leila, Lcilah, fem. PN. — Arab. Ldyla'', prop,

'dark as night', fr. ldyla'', 'night', which is rel. to

Heb. Idyil, Idyld'', Aram, leld, lelya, Syr. lelyd,

Ethiop. lellt, 'night', Akkad. lildtu, 'evening'.

Cp. LiUth.

leio-, combining form meaning 'smooth'. — Gk.



leiomyoma

Xeio-, fr. Xsio?, 'smooth', which stands for *Xsi-

fo;, and is cogn. with L. levis (for *lei-wis),

'smooth', fr. I.-E. base *(s)lei-, 'slime, slimy,

sticky, dauby, slippery'. See slime and cp. words

there referred to.

leiomyoma, n., a tumor of smooth muscles (med.)

Medical L., coined fr. Gk. Xzioz, 'smooth',

jjiu?, 'muscle', and suff. -M[i,a. See leio-, myo-

and -oma.

Leiophyllum, n., a genus ofplants, the sand myrtle

(hot.)— ModL., compounded of leio- and cp<iX-

Xov, 'leaf. See phyllo-.

leister, n., a spear with prongs for striking fish. —
ON. Ijostr, 'spear with prongs', fr. Ijosta, 'to

strike', which is of uncertain origin. It is possi-

bly cogn. with Russ. lusta, 'cut, slice'.

Derivative: leister, tr. v.

leisure, n. — ME. leyser, fr. OF. leisir (F. loisir),

'leisure, spare time', orig. an inf. meaning 'to be

permitted', fr. L. licere. See license. For the use

of the inf. as a noun and for the change of F.

suff. -ir to E. -ure cp. pleasure.

Derivatives: leisure, leisur-ed, leisure-less, leis-

ure-ly, adjs., leisure-ti-ness, n.

leitmotiv, also leitmotif, n., a short musical phrase

recurring with a given personage or situation.—
G. Leitmotiv, lit. 'leading motive', fr. leiten, 'to

lead', and Motiv, 'motive'. See lead, 'to guide',

and motive, n.

Leitneria, n., a genus of plants {bot.) — ModL.,

named after the German naturalist Edward F.

Leitner. For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Leitneriaceae, n. pi., the cork wood family (hot.)

— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

leitneriaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

lekane, n., a large dish or bowl {Greek antiq.) —
Gk. XExavT), 'dish, pot, pan', fr. Xiwc, of s.m..

prob. meaning lit. 'something bent', and cogn.

with L. lanx, gen. lands, 'plate, dish; scale of

weighing machine'. See balance and cp. words

there referred to.

Lelia, fem. PN.— L. Laelia, fern. ofLaelius, name

of a Roman gens.

leman, n., sweetheart; usually in the sense of par-

amour. — ME. leofman, lefman, lemman, fr.

OE. leaf, 'dear', and man, 'man'. See lief and

man.

lemma, n., an assumption taken for granted. —
L., fr. Gk. XT)(jL|jLa, 'something received; some-

thing taken for granted, assumption, premise',

rel. to et-XTjiJLjjLoci, perf. pass, of XajxSavo, 'I

take, grasp, seize; 1 receive', which derives partly

fr. l.-E. base '(s)lag'"-, 'to take, seize', whence

also XoiCoiJiat (for •XaY-lo^-^' or *>^'irY-to|J-°").

'I take, grasp, (see latch), and partly fr. base

*labh-, 'to take, seize', whence Gk. X(i<pupov,

'spoil, prey', aiiipi-XottpT]?, 'wide-spreading' Oit.

taking in on both sides'), OI. ItSbhate, lambhate,

rdbhate, 'seizes', Lith. Idbis, 'possession, riches',

labas, 'good'. Cp. analemma, dilemma, trflemma,

actmlahe. catalensv. eollepsy, narcolepsy, nym-
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pholepsy, prolepsis, syllable. For base *rabh-, as

a probable secondary form of base *labh-, see

rabid. For the ending of lemma see suff. -ma.

lemming, n., a small, ratlike animal.— Norw., fr.

Lapp, luomek.

Lemna, n., a genus of plants, the duckweed (hot.)

ModL., fr. Gk. Xlfxva, 'a kind of marsh

plant'.

Lemnaceae, n. pi., the duckweed family {boti)—
Formed fr. Lemna with suff. -aceae.

lemnaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

lemniscate, n. (geom.) — Late L. lemniscatus,

'adorned with ribbons', fr. lemniscus, 'ribbon',

fr. Gk. Xy)[AvtCTXoi;, of s.m. See next word and

adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: lemniscat-ic, adj.

lemniscus, n., 1) the form -^ used in annotations;

2) a band of fibers {anat.) — Late L. lemniscus,

fr. Gk. XrnxvLOXo?, 'ribbon', which is prob. rel.

to Ayjtivo?, 'Lemnos' (name of an island in the

Aegean Sea), hence orig. meant 'of Lemnos'.

Cp. lemniscate.

lemon, n. — ME. lymon, fr. MF. (= F.) limon, fr.

Turk, limon, fr. Pers. limun, 'limon, citron'. Cp.

lime, 'a fruit', limonene.

Derivatives: lemon, adj. and tr. v., lemonade

(q.v.), lemon-y, adj.

lemonade, n. — F. limonade, fr. limon, 'lemon'.

See prec. word and -ade.

lemur, n., any of a group of nocturnal mammals

related to the monkeys. — ModL., fr. L. temu-

res, 'spirits of the dead, ghosts, specters', cogn.

with Gk. Xocfiupo?, 'voracious, gluttonous', Ad-

jjLia, 'spirits of the dead, ghosts, specters'. Sec

lamia and cp. words there referred to. The ani-

mal was called lemur in allusion to its nocturnal

habits.

lemures, n. pi., the spirits of the dead (Roman re-

ligion). — L. lemures. See prec. word.

lemuroid, adj., resembling, or pertaining to, the

lemurs or the Lemuroidea. — A hybrid coined

fr. lemur and Gk. -osiStjc, 'like', fr. eTSo?,

'form, shape'. See -oid.

Lemuroidea, n. pi., a suborder of Primates, the

lemur (zool.) — ModL. See prec. word.

Lena, fem. PN. — Shortened fr. Helena or Mag-

dalena.

lend, tr. and intr. v. — ME. lenen, fr. OE. Ixnan,

'to lend, grant', fr. Isn, 'loan', rel. to Du.

lenen, OHG. lehanon, MHG. lehenen, G. lehnen,

'to lend'. See loan.

Derivative : lend-er, n.

length, n. — ME. lengthe, fr. OE. lengdu, for

*lungida, fr. OE. long, 'long', rel. to ON. lengd,

Dan. Isngde, Swed. tdngd, OFris. lengethe,

MLG. lengede, Du. lengte, 'length'. See long

adj., and subst. suff. -th and cp. Lent.

Derivatives: length-en, tr. and intr. v., length-y,

adj., length-i-ly, adv., length-i-ness, n.

leniency, lenience, n. — Formed from next word

with suff. -cy, res^. -ce.

lenient, adj., mild. — L. leniens, gen. -entis, pres.
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part, of lenire, 'to soften, alleviate, mitigate,

allay, soothe, calm', fr. tenis, 'soft, smooth,

mild, gentle, calm', which prob. derives fr. I.-E.

base */e(i)-, 'to leave behind, leave, yield',

whence also Lith. lenas, 'quiet, tranquil; tame;

slow', Lett, l^ns, 'slow, lazy', OSlav. lenu, 'lazy'.

Fr.base *leii)d-, a -^-enlargement of base *le(.i)-,

derive L. lassus (for *lad-to-s), 'faint, weary,

languid', OE. Ixt, 'sluggish, slow', l^tan, 'to

leave behind'.See let, 'to leave', and cp. lassitude,

late. For the ending see suff. -ent.

Derivative : lenient-ly, adv.

lenify, tr. v., to soften, mitigate. — Compounded

of L. lenis (see lenient) and suff. -fy.

lenitive, adj., softening, mitigating. — ML. leni-

tlvus, fr. L. lenltus, pp. of lenire, 'to soften'. See

lenient and -ive.

Derivatives: lenitive, n., lenitive-ly, adv., leni-

tive-ness, n.

lenity, n., leniency.— OF. lenite, fr. L. lenitdtem,

ace. of lenitas, 'softness, smoothness, mildness',

fr. lenis. See lenient and -ity.

leno, n., a soft cotton fabric.— Prob. fr. F. linon,

'lawn' (= a fine Hnen fabric), fr. lin, 'linen'. See

linen,

lens, n., 1) a piece of glass resembling a lentil ; 2) a

lens-shaped transparent body in the eye (anat.)

— L. lens, gen. lentis, 'lentil' ; see lentil.

Lent, n.— Fr. earlier Lenten, fr. ME. lenten, lente,

fr. OE. lengten, lencten, 'spring. Lent', rel. to OS.

lentin, MLG., MDu. lenten, OHG. lengizin, len-

zin, fr. Teut. *langat-tin, lit. 'long days'. For the

first element of this compound see long, adj. The

second element appears also in Goth, -teins (in

the compound sin-teins, 'daily') and is cogn.

with OI. dina-, OSlav. dim, Lith. diend, Lett.

diena, OPruss. deinam (ace), 'day', L. -dinae (in

nun-dinae, 'the ninth day, the market day'); and

with L. dies, 'day', deus, 'god'; see dies non,

deity. Accordingly OE. lengten, etc., prop,

meant 'the season of long days'. Cp. MDu., Du.

lente, OHG. lenzo, MHG. lenze, G. Lenz,

'spring', which arose from short dialectal forms.

lent, past tense and pp. of lend,

lentamente, adv., slowly (musical direction).— It.,

'slowly', formed fr. lenta, fem. of lento, 'slow',

and adverbial suff. -mente, fr. L. mente, abl.

of mens, 'mind'. See lento and mental, 'relatmg

to the mind', and cp. tardamente, tostamente.

lentando, adv., getting slower (musical direction).

It., gerund of lentare, 'to render slow, slack-

en', fr. lento. See lento and cp. rallentando.

Lenten, adj.— Formed fr. Lent with suff. -en; not

to be confused with the noun Lenten, which de-

rives fr. OE. lencten (see Lent).

Lentibulariaceae, n. pi., the bladderwort family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Lentibularia, name of the

genus (synonymous with Utricularia), shortened

from L. *Lenti-tubularia (see haplology), which

is compounded of lens, gen. lentis, 'lentil', and

tubulus, dimin. of tubus, 'tube'. See lentil, tubule

and the suffixes -ary and -aceae.

lentibulariaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

lenticel, n., a lenticular spot in the bark of a tree

(hot.) — F. lenticelle, dimin. of L. lens, gen.

lentis, 'lentil'. See lentil,

lenticula, n., 1) a freckle (med.) ; 2) a lenticel (bot.) ;

3) a small lens (optics).— L., 'a small lentil', di-

min. of lens, gen. lentis. See lentil.

Derivatives: lenticul-ar, adj., lenticul-ate, adj.

and tr. v.

lentiginous, adj., pertaining to lentigo; freckly.—
L. lentiginosus, fr. lentigo, gen. lentiginis, 'a len-

til-shaped spot'. See next word and -ous.

lentigo, n., freckles. — L. lentigo, lit. 'a lentil-

shaped spot', fr. lens, gen. lentis, 'lentil'. See

lens, lentil,

lenta, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) lentiUe, fr. L.

lenticula, 'a small lentil', fr. lens, gen. lentis, 'len-

til'. Cp. Gk. XdcS-upo?, 'a kind of pulse, OSlav.

l^Sta, 'lentil', OHG. linsi, MHG., G. linse, of

s.m. Cp. lens, Lentibularia, lenticel, lenticula,

Lentigo, lentiginous. Cp. also Lathyrus.

lentiscus, also lentisc, lentisk, n., the mastic tree;

mastic. — L. lentiscus, fr. lentus, 'flexible; slow'.

See next word.

lentitude, n., slowness (rare).— L. lentitudo, gen.

-tadinis, 'slowness, sluggishness', fr. lentus, 'flex-

ible, pliant; tenacious; slow, sluggish, immova-

ble', which is cogn. with OS. lithi, OE. lide, 'soft,

mild, gentle'. See lithe and Lantana, lentamente,

lentando, lentiscus, lento, relent. For the ending

see suff. -tude.

lento, adj., slow; adv., slowly (musical direction).

— It. lento, 'slow', fr. L. lentus. See lentitude.

lentoid, adj. lens-shaped. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. lens, gen. lentis, 'lentil', and Gk. -oslSt)?,

'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See lens and -oid.

Leo, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) name of a northern constel-

lation. — L. Led, 'lion'. See lion and cp. Lean-

der, Leonard, Leonid, Leonine.

Leonard, masc. PN. — F. Leonard, fr. OF. Leo-

nard, fr. G. Leonhard, fr. OHG. *Lewenhart, lit.

'strong as a lion', compounded oilewo, lewo (fr.

L. led), 'lion', and hart, 'hard'. See lion and hard

and cp. Leo.

Leonid, n., any of a shower of shooting stars. —
Formed fr. Leo with patronymic suff. -id; cp.

F. Leonides (pi.); so called because they appear

to radiate from the constellation Leo.

Leonidas, masc. PN. — L. Leonidas, fr. Gk. Asto-

viSag.

leonine, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a lion.

— L. leonlnus (whence also F. leonin), fr. led,

gen. leonis, 'lion'. See lion and suff. -ine (rep-

resenting L. -inus).

Leonine, adj., pertaining to one called Leo; esp.

pertaining to one of the thirteen popes called

Leo. See Leo and prec. word.

Leonora, fem. PN. — It. Leonora, of the same

origin as Eleanor (q.v.)

Leontodon, n., a genus of plants, the hawkbit

(bot.) — ModL., lit. 'lion's tooth', fr. Gk. Xsuv,
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gen. XeovTo?, 'lion', and 68<ov, gen. oSovtoi;,

'tooth'. See lion and odonto- and cp. dandelion.

Leonurus, n., a genus of plants, the motherwort

(l,ot) — ModL., lit. 'lion's tail', fr. Gk. Xlwv,

'lion', and oupa, 'tail'. See lion and uro-, 'tail-'.

leopard, n. — ME. leopard, lepard, fr. OF. leo-

pard {¥. leopard), fr. L. leopardus, lit. 'lionpard',

fr. led, 'lion', and pardus, 'pard'. See lion and

pard.

Derivative : leopard-ess, n.

leopardite, n., a quartz porphyry spotted with

stains of manganese ^mineral.) — Formed fr.

leopard with subst. suff. -ite ; so called in allusion

to its spotted appearance.

Leopold, masc. PN. — F. Leopold, of Teut. ori-

gin. Cp. OHG. Leutpald, Liutbalt, lit. 'bold in

the people', fr. leudi, 'people' and bald, 'bold'.

For the first element see liberal and cp. Lett,

liege, for the second see hard.

Lepadidae, n. pi., a family of birds, the goose bar-

nacles (ornithol.) — Formed with suff. -idae fr.

Gk. XsTziq, gen. XeuaSo?. See Lepas.

Lepas, n., a genus of birds, the goose barnacle

(ornithol)— l.., lepas, 'limpet', from Gk. XsTtas,

gen. XsTtiiSo;, of s.m., which is rel. to XsTtac;,

gen. XETtaSo?, 'a bare rock, crag', and prob. also

to XsTtsiv, 'to peel'. See next word and lapidary,

adj.

leper, n. — The word orig. meant 'leprosy' ;
ME.,

fr. OF. lepre (F. lipre), fr. L. lepra, fr, Gk. Xlrep a,

'leprosy', lit. 'that which scales off', fr. XsKpoi;,

'scaly', which is rel. to Xettic, Xstto?, 'scale',

XsiTEiv, to strip off the rind or husks, peel, bark',

fr. I.-B. base *lep-, 'to peel, scale', whence pos-

sibly also L. lepos (lepor), gen. -oris, 'pleasant-

ness, charm', lepidus, 'pleasant, charming, neat',

and OE. Ixfer, 'rush, bulrush, thin plate of

metal', OHG. leber, 'rush'; cp. Lepas, Lepi-

dium, lepido-, lepto-, lapidary, adj. Base *lep- is

rel. to base *leub(h)-, *leup-, 'to peel'; see leaf.

Cp. lobe. Gk XsTtpS, 'leprosy', is prob. not cogn.

with OE. left, 'weak' (see left).

Derivative: leper-ed, adj.

Lepidium, n., a genus of plants, the pepperwort

(hot.) — L., 'pepperwort', fr. Gk. XcTttSiov, fr.

Xetii?, 'scale', which is rel. to Xettew, 'to peel,

strip'. See leper and cp. lepido-. For the ending

see 1st suff. -ium.

lepido-, combining form meaning 'scale or flake'.

— Gk. }£r.iS{o)-, stem of XsTtit;, gen. XtrdSoc,,

'scale'. See leper and -id.

Lepidoptera, n. pi., insects with four scaly wings.

ModL., lit. 'scale-winged animals', coined by

the Swedish botanist Carolus Linnaeus (Karl

von Linn6) (1707-78) in 1735 fr. Gk. Xeni;,

'scale', and TiTspov, 'wing'. See lepido- and

ptero-.

Derivatives: lepidopter-al, adj., lepidopler-an,

adj. and n., lepidopter-ous, adj.

leporid, n., one of the Leporidae; adj., pertaining

to the Leporidae. — See next word.

Leporidae, n. pi., the famUy of the hares and rab-
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bits (zool) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

L. lepus, gen. leporis, 'hare'. See next word.

leporine, adj., pertaining to a hare. — Formed

with suff. -ine (representing h.-inus) fr. L. tepus,

gen. leporis, 'hare', which is of non-Indo-Euro-

pean, prob. Iberian origin. Cp. leveret,

lepra, n., leprosy. — L., fr. Gk. XsTrpa, 'leprosy'.

See leper.

leprechaun, n., a pygmy sprite (Irish folklore). —
Ir. lupracan, metathesized fr. Mir. luchrupan, lit.

'a very little body', fr. /«, 'little', and corpan,

dimin. of carp, 'body', fr. L. corpus. See corpus.

leprology, n., the study of leprosy. — Coined fr.

Gk. XsTipS, 'leprosy', and -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See leper and -logy.

leprosery, n., leper hospital. — F. leproserie, fr.

lepreux, 'leprous', fr. lepre. See leper and -ery.

leprosy, n. — Formed fr. leprous with suff. -y

(corresponding to L. -ia).

Derivative: leprosi-ed, adj.

leprous, adj. — ME. leprous, lepras, fr. Late L.

leprosus, fr. L. lepra. See leper and -ous.

Derivatives: leprosy (q.v.), leprous-ly, adv., lep-

rous-ness, n.

-lepsia. — The same as -lepsy.

-lepsy, combining form meaning 'a violent at-

tack' as in catalepsy, epilepsy (med.) — Medical

L. -lepsia, fr. Gk. -XyhI^lS, lit. 'a seizing', fr.

X7j()j-, the future stem of XaiJ-piveiv, 'to take,

grasp, seize'. See lemma,

lepto-, before a vowel lept-, combining form

meaning 'thin,small,fine, delicate'.—Gk. Xetito-,

Xetit-, fr. Xetitoc, 'cleaned of the husks; thin,

fine, slender, delicate, slight, small; pleasant,

elegant', lit. 'peeled', verbal adj. of Xetisiv, 'to

peel'. See leper,

leptodactyl, n., a bird or another animal having

slender toes. — Compounded of lepto- and Gk.

SaxTuXot;, 'finger, toe'. See dactyl,

leptomeninges, n. pi., the pia mater and the arach-

noid (amt) — Medical L., prop, 'the delicate

membranes', fr. lepto- and Gk. (ir.vi-.'T^?. P'- of

|j.TiviY5, -membrane' (see menlnxj.The term [a^-

viyS Xettt-t) was used orig. by Galen in its literal

sense to denote 'delicate membranes'.

leptomeningitis, n., inflammation of the pia mater

and the arachnoid (med.) — Medical L., prop,

meaning 'inflammation of the delicate mem-

branes'. See prec. word and -itis.

lepton, n., 1) a small coin in ancient Greece; 2) the

smallest coin of modern Greece, equivalent to

1/100 of a drachma. — Gk. Xetttov, neut. of

Xetttoc, 'thin, small'. See lepto-.

Leptothrix, n., 1) a genus of filamentous organ-

isms first observed by Leeuwenhoek (bacteriol.)

— ModL., coined by the English physician Sir

William James Erasmus Wilson (1809-84) fr.

Gk. Xe7tT6<;, 'fine, delicate', and »pi5, 'hair'.

See lepto- and -thrix.

lerot, n., a kind of dormouse. •— F. lerot, orig.

written leyrot, dimin. ofloir, 'dormouse'. Seeloir.
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Lesbian, adj., 1) pertaining to Lesbos; 2) erotic;

n., 1) an inhabitant of Lesbos; 2) a homosexual

woman; so called from the homosexuality at-

tributed to Sappho, who lived in Lesbos. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Leshius, fr. Gk.

A&a^ioq, fr. Ascrpoi;, name of the island now

called Mytilene.

Lesbianism, n., homosexuality between women.

— See prec. word and -ism.

lese majesty, high treason. — F. lese-majeste, fr.

L. laesa mdjestds, lit. 'hurt majesty', fr. fern. pp.

oi laedere, 'to hurt, injure', and majestds, 'ma-

jesty'. See lesion and maiesty.

lesion, n., an injury. — ME. lesioun fr. MF. (=

F.) lesion, fr. OF., fr. L. laesionem, ace. oflaesio,

'injury, attack', fr. laesus, pp. of laedere, 'to

hurt, injure, damage, offend, insult, violate',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. collide, colli-

sion, elide, elision.

Lespedeza, n., a genus of plants, the bush clover

Q,0t_) — ModL., named by the French botanist

and traveler Andr6 Michaux (1746-1802) after

Vincente Manuel de C6spedez (misspelled Les-

pedes), the Spanish governor of East Florida, a

contemporary of Michaux.

Lesquerella, n., a genus of plants, the bladderpod

(hot.) — ModL., named after the Swiss-Ameri-

can bryplogist and paleobotanist Leo Lesque-

reux (l6j^-89). For the ending see suff. -ella.

less, adj. — ME. lesse, partly fr. OE. lies, 'less',

partly fr. OE. ISssa, compar. oiBs; rel. to OS.,

OFris. les, 'less', and prob. cogn. with Lith.

liesas, 'thin' ; used as compar. of little, but not

rel. to it. Cp. least, lest, unless.

Derivatives: less, adv. and n., lessen, lesser

(qq. V.)

-less, suff. — ME. -less, -lesse, fr. OE. -leas, fr.

leas, 'devoid of; false, feigned; incorrect,

worthless', rel. to Du. -loos, G. -los, '-less', ON.

lauss, 'loose, free, vacant, dissolute' (whence E.

loose), MDu., Du. los, OS., OHG., MHG. Ids,

G. los, 'loose, free', Goth, laus, 'empty, vain'.

See lose.

lessee, n., one to whom a lease is given.—ME., fr.

AF. lessee, 'one to whom a lease is given', cor-

responding to OF. lesse, pp. of OF. laissier. Us-

sier, lesser (F. laisser), 'to let, leave'. See lease

and -ee.

lessen, intr. and tr. v. — Formed fr. less with ver-

bal suff. -en.

lesser, adj. — A double compar. ; formed fr. less

with compar. suff. -er.

lesson, n.— ME. lessoun, fr. OF. (= F.) lefon, fr.

L. lectidnem. ace. of lectio, 'a reading', fr. lectus,

pp. of legere, 'to read'. See lecture and cp. lec-

tion, which is a doublet of lesson.

Derivative: lesson, tr. v.

lessor, n., one who grants a lease. — See lessee

and agential suff. -or.

lest, conj. — ME. teste, fr. OE. f>y ISs pe, 'lest',

lit. *by that the less that' ; py is the instrumental

case of the def. article pe, 'the'; for /«5 see less.

pe is the indeclinable relative (see the). After the

dropping of py, lies pe was contracted into lest

(in the sense of the rule, according to which p

after s becomes t).

-lestes, combining form meaning 'robber'; used

to form generic names (zool. and paleontol.)

— Fr. Ion., Att. Gk. XyjaTrji;, 'robber', contrac-

tion of XyjicTT)?, of s.m., from the stem of XtjiCe-

a^M, 'to win, plunder', fr. Xtji?, 'prey, booty',

which is rel. to Ion. XtjIV,, Att. XeiS, Dor. Xata,

of s.m., auoXaijsiv, 'to enjoy', and prob. cogn.

with OI. lotam, lotram, 'booty', L. lucrum, 'gain'.

See lucre and cp. apolaustic.

let, tr. v., to leave. — ME. Iseten, leten, fr. OE.

lietan, 'to leave behind, bequeath, leave', rel. to

OS. Idtan, ON. Idta, Dan. lade, Swed. lata,

Norw. lata, OFris. leta, MLG., MDu., Du. la-

ten, OHG. Idssan, MHG. Idsen, G. lassen, Goth.

letan, 'to leave, let', fr. I.-E. base *le(i)d-, *l d-,

'to leave behind, leave, yield', whence L. lassus

(for *lad-to-s), 'faint, weary, languid, exhausted',

Gk. XyjSeTv (Hesychius), 'to be weary'. Alb. Vo»,

'I tire, weary', I'odem, 'I grow tired', Gheg I'q,

Tosk /'£, 'I let, leave', Lith. Uidziu, leisti, 'to let,

to let loose'. Cp. let, 'to hinder', late, leat, inlet,

outlet. Cp. also alas, lassitude. I.-E. *le(i)d- is a

-^-enlargement of base *le(i)-, whence L. lenis,

'smooth, soft, gentle'. See lenient.

Derivatives: let, n., a letting of a house etc.,

lett-er, n.

let, tr. v., to hinder (archaic). — ME. letten, fr.

OE. lettan, 'to delay, hinder, procrastinate', rel.

to OS. lettian, 'to hinder', ON. letja, 'to hold

back', OHG. lezzen, MHG. letzen, 'to stop,

check' (whence MHG., G. ver-letzen, 'to hurt,

injure'), Goth, latjan, 'to hinder, make late,

tarry', and to OE. te/, 'sluggish, slow; late'. See

late and cp. let, 'to leave'.

Derivative: let, n., hindrance.

-let, dimin. sufi'. — Not a contraction of the two

dimin. suffixes -el and -et (as most lexicographers

suggest), but the dimin. suff. -et, to which the

letter / was prefixed. The addition of the / is due

to a misdivision of words that had an organic /

before the suff., as e.g. in circlet, islet, etc. (which

were misdivided into circ-let, is-let, etc. ;
in re-

ality they stand for circl-et, isl-et as diminutives

of circle, resp. isle). From the generalization of

the ending -l-et in the above and similar words

with organic I arose the new dimin. suff. -let.

lethal, adj., deadly, mortal. — L. letdlis (less cor-

rectly lethdlis), 'deadly, fatal', fr. letum (lethum),

'death', which is of uncertain etymology. The

spelling with -h- (in lethum, lethdlis) is due to a

confusion with Gk. Xr,dT„ 'forgctfulness, obli-

vion'. For the ending see adj. suff. -al.

lethargic, lethargical, adj. — MF. (= F.) lethar-

gique, fr. Late L. lethargicus, fr. Gk. Xy)9apYix<S?,

'lethargic', fr. Xvj&apYia. See lethargy and -ic,

resp. also -al.

lethargy, n., morbid drowsiness; torpidity. — F.

lethargie, fr. Late L. lethargia, fr. Gk. Xirjaapyia,
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'forgetfulness', fr. )i-ri&apyoi;, 'forgetful', which

is compounded of X-rjS^Yi, 'forgetfulness', and

apyoc, 'idle, lazy', contraction of *i-Fspy6q,

Ut. 'not working'. See Lethe, argon and -y (rep-

resenting Gk. 45).

Lethe, n., 1) a river of Hades, whose water when

drunk caused forgetfulness of the past; 2) for-

getfulness, oblivion. — L. Lethe, fr. Gk. X7)&rj,

'forgetfulness, oblivion', which is rel. to Xii&ap-

yoQ, 'forgetful', Xdc'&p-ir], 'secretly, by stealth',

y.(i.&pioc., 'stealthy', Xav&avetv, 'to be hidden'

;

cogn. with L. latere, 'to lie hid'. See latent and

cp. lethargy, lanthanum, Alethea, alethiology.

Lethean, adj., pertaining to Lethe. — Formed

with suff. -an fr. L. Letheus, fr. Gk. ATj^aioi;,

'of Lethe' (fr. Xrj^ato.;, 'causing forgetfulness'),

fr. A'lfj&Y), 'Lethe'. See prec. word.

Letitia, fem. PN.— Lit. 'gladness', fr. L. laetitia,

fr. laetus, 'glad', which is of uncertain etymol-

ogy. Cp. Lettice.

Leto, n., daughter of the Titan Coeus and mother

of Artemis and Apollo by Zeus {Greek mythol.)

— Gk. Atitu, Dor. AS™, prob. fr. Lycian

Lada, a word lit. meaning 'wife, woman'. Cp.

Leda, Latona.

Lett, n., an inhabitant of Latvia. — The word

orig. meant 'people'. It comes fr. OHG. liuti

(whence MHG. liute, G. Leute), 'people', which

is possibly cogn. with Gk. ^Xsu&spo?, L. liber,

'free'. See liberal and cp. eleuthero-. Cp. also

Latvia. For sense development cp. Dutch.

Derivatives: Lett-ic, Lett-ish, adjs. and n.'s.

letter, n., graphic symbol, character. — ME.

lettre, fr. OF. (= F.) lettre, fr. L. littera, 'letter

of the alphabet' (in pi. 'epistle, document'),

which is of uncertain origin. Ernout and Meillet

(in DELL., p. 363) point out that since the Latin

alphabet was borrowed from the Greeks

(through the medium of the Etruscans), it is not

improbable that littera itself would be of Greek

origin. According to Br^al (quoted by Emout-

Meillet I.e.) littera would derive fr. Gk. Sicp^epS,

'tablet', a word glossed by Hesychius; for the

change ofd- to /- see lachrymal. Cp. literal, liter-

ary, literate, literature, alliteration, belles-lettres,

obliterate.

Derivatives: letter, tr. v., letter-ed, adj., letter-er,

n., letter-ing, n.

Lettice, fem. PN. — A var. of Letitia (q.v.)

Letto-, combining form meaning 'Lettish and'.—
See Lett,

lettuce, n. — ME. letuse, fr. OF. laitues, pi. of

laitue, fr. L. lactuca, 'lettuce', fr. lac. gen. lactis,

milk' (see lacteal, adj.); so called'in allusion to

the milky juice of this plant. For the suflf. -uca

cp. L. er-uca, 'a kind of colewort', alh-iicus, 'the

plant asphodel'.

leu, also ley, n., monetary unit of Rumania. —
Rum. lea (pi. lei), Ut. 'Uon', fr. L. led. See Uon

and cp. lev.

leuc-, form of leoco- before a vowel.

leucaemia, leucemia, n. — See Irakemia.-

leucaemic, leucemic, adj. — See leukemic,

leucine, also leucin, n., a white amino acid {bio-

chem.) — Coined by the French chemist Henry

Braconnot (1781-1855) in 1820 fr. Gk. Xeuxo?,

'white' (see leuco-), and chem. suff. -ine, -in; so

called by him because of its color.

leucite, n., a crystalline mineral found in volcanic

lava (mineral.)— G. Leucit (now spelled Leuzit),

coined by the German mineralogist Abraham

Gottlob Werner (1750-1817) in 1791 fr. Gk.

Xeux6(;, 'white', and suff. -it, which goes back

to Gk. -tTT]? (see leuco- and subst. suff. -ite); so

called by him in allusion to its glassy appear-

ance.

leuco-, before a vowel leuc-, combining form

meaning 'white'.—Gk. Xsuxo- , Xeux-, fr. Xzuv-oq,

'white', which is cogn. with Goth, liuhap, OE.

leoht, 'Ught'. See light, n., and cp. words there

referred to.

leucocyte, n., a white blood corpuscle (anat.) —
Coined by Littre and Robin fr. Gk. Xeukoi;,

'white', and xiixoi;, 'a hollow vessel'. See leuco-

and -cyte.

Derivative: leucocyt-ic, adj.

leucocythemia, leucocythaemia, n., leukemia. —
Compounded of leuco-, Gk. xuto?, 'a hollow

vessel', and aljia, 'blood'. See -cyte and -emia

and cp. leukemia,

leucocytosis, n., an increase in the number of

white blood corpuscles {med.) — Medical L.,

coined by the German pathologist Rudolf Vir-

chow (1821-1902) about 1865 fr. leucocyte and

suff. -osis.

leucoderma, n., abnormal whiteness of the skin

(med.) — Medical L., compounded of leuco-

and Gk. Sspjxa, 'skin'. See derma.

Leucojum, n., a genus of plants, the snowflake

(Aor.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Xeukoiov, 'snowflake',

fr. Xeuxov tov, lit. 'white violet'. See leuco- and

iolite.

leucoma, n., disease of the eye characterized by

white opacity of the cornea {med.) — Medical

L., fr. Gk. XE<jz(o[jia, 'whiteness, anything whit-

ened; a white spot in the eye; a whhe tablet for

notices', fr. Xeuko;. See leuco- and -oma.

leucomaine, n., any basic substance normally

produced in the living animal body through met-

abolism {biochem.) — Coined by the French

chemist Armand Gautier (1837-1920) fr. Gk.

XE'jy-ufioc, 'anything whitened' (see prec. word),

on analogy o? ptomaine. See William Bulloch,

The history of bacteriology, Oxford University

Press, 1938, p. 135.

leucopenia, n., a diminution in the number of

white blood corpuscles {med.) — Compounded

of leuco-, abbrev. of leucocyte, and Gk. irevta,

'poverty', fr. it^vYji;, gen. Tzbn\-zoq, "poor',

which stands in gradational relationship to 7r6-

Moc,, 'toil, labor', irovetv, 'to toil, work hard',

7tovi]p6?, 'painful, distressed; bad, worthless'.

Cp. Ponera and thj second element in geoponic,

Melipona.
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leucoplakia, n., a disease characterized by the for-

mation of white patches on a surface {med.) —
Medical L., coined ft. leuco-, Gk. TtXa?, 'any-

thing flat' (see placenta), and suff. -ia; intro-

duced by Schwiramer as a term for white pat-

ches seen on the tongue, lips or cheeks.

leucoplast, n., one of the colorless bodies found

in the cytoplasm of plants {hot.) — Compound-
ed of leuco- and Gk. -TrXaaxo?, fr. jcXaaTii;,

'molded, formed', verbal adj. of TiXadtTEiv. See

-plast.

leucorrhea, leucorrhoea, n., white discharge from

the vagina {med.) — Medical L., compounded
of leuco- and Gk. -ppota, 'a flow, flowing',

from the stem of pew, 'to flow'. See -rrhea.

Leucothoe, n., the daughter of Orchamus, king of

Babylon; said to have been changed by Apollo

into a shrub {Greek and Roman mythol.) — L.

Leucothoe, n., a genus of plants, the fetter bush

{bot.)— ModL., fr. prec. word.

leukemia, leukaemia, n. {med.) — Medical L., lit.

'whitebloodedness', fr. Xeuxoi;, 'white', and

aljjia, 'blood'. See leuco- and -emia.

lev, n., the monetary unit of Bulgaria. — Bulg.

lev, 'lion', fr. OSlav. livU, which prob. derives

through the medium of Goth. *liwa- fr. Gk.

X^Mv. See lion and cp. leu.

Levana, n., the goddess of childbirth in Roman
mythol. — L. Levana, fr. levare, 'to lift up, raise'

(see lever) ; so called because she was supposed

to raise newborn infants from the ground.

Levant, n., the countries of the Mediterranean

East of Italy.— ME. levaunt, orig. 'the East', ft.

F. levant, lit. 'the rising (of the sun'), fr. {se)

levant, pres. part, of {se) lever, 'to rise', ft. lever,

'to raise", fr. L. levare, 'to lift up, raise'. See

lever and -ant. For sense development cp. Bac-

trian.

levant, intr. v., to run away without paying one's

gambling debts.— Fr. Sp. levantar el campo, 'to

break up camp', fr. L. levdns, gen. levantis, pres.

part, of levare, 'to lift up. raise". See prec. word.

levanter, n., one who levants. — Formed fr.

levant, 'to run away', with agential suff. -er.

levanter, n., a strong eastern wind blowing in the

Mediterranean.— Formed fr. Levant with agen-

tial suff. -er.

Levantine, adj., related to, or connected with, the

Levant.— Formed fr. Levant with adj. suff. -ine.

Derivative: Levantine, n., a native ofthe Levant.

levator, n., a muscle serving to raise a part of the

body (anat.) — Medical L. levator, lit. 'a lifter',

fr. L. levdtus, pp. of levare. See lever and agen-

tial suff. -or.

levee, n., a reception held by a sovereign or his

representative. — F. /eve, for lever, 'a rising',

prop, the inf. lever, 'to raise", se lever, 'to rise",

used as a noun. See lever and cp. Levant. The
word levee was applied orig. to the morning re-

ception held by the French king immediately

after rising from bed.

levee, n., a natural or artificial embankment. —

F. levee, 'raising, lifting; embankment', prop,

fem. pp. of lever, 'to raise', used as a noun. See

lever and cp. prec. word.

level, n. — ME. livel, level, fr. OF. livel, level

(whence, with dissimilation, F. niveau), fr. VL.
*llbellus, fr. L. llbella, dimin. of libra, 'pound,

measure for liquids, balance, level'; cp. It. li-

vello, OProvenf . livel (whence Sp. nivel), 'level',

which all derive fr. VL. *libellus. See libra and

cp. deliberate.

Derivatives : level, adj., adv. and tr. v., level{r)-er,

n., level{l)-ing, n., level-ness, n.

lever, n. — ME. levere, levour, fr. OF. leveor (F.

leveur), lit. 'a hfter', fr. lever, 'to lift, raise', fr. L.

levare, of s.m., fr. levis, 'light in weight', which

stands for *legwis or *lexwis, fr. I.-E. base

*le{n)g^h-, 'light, easy, agile, nimble', whence

also OI. laghutf, Vedic raghiih, 'quick; small',

Toch. B. lykacke, A. lykdly, 'fine, mince', Gk.

IXaxii? (prob. for *l ghus), 'small', EXa9p6i;

(prob. for *lng^hrds), 'light', OSlav. llgHkii,

'light', Lith. lehgvas, lengviis, Lett, liegs, 'light',

Olr. laigiu (compar.), 'smaller; worse', Goth.

leihts, OE. leoht, 'light', OE. lungun, 'the lungs',

lit. 'the light organs'. See light, adj., and cp.

lights, lung. Cp. also Levant, levator, levee (in

both senses), levitate, levity, levy, v., alevin, alle-

viate, elevate, elevator, leaven, legerdemain, Le-

vana, relief, relieve, and the second element in

cantilever, champleve, pontlevis.

Derivatives : lever, tr. v., lever-age, n.

leveret, n., a hare in its first year. — MF.
*levrete, *levrette (F. levrette), dimin. of levre

(F. lievre), 'hare', fr. OF., fr. L. leporem, ace. of

lepus, 'hare'. See leporine and -et.

Levi, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, son of Jacob

by Leah. — Heb. Lewi, lit. 'joining', from the

stem of Heb. lawd'', 'he joined', rel. to Aram.-

Syr. l^wa, 'he accompanied', Mishnaic Heb.

l^wiyya'', l^wdya'', 'accompaniment, escort,

caravan'. Cp. Levite, Leviticus.

leviable, adj. — Formed with suff. -able fr. levy,

V. See levy, n.

Leviathan, n. — Late L. Leviathan, fr. Heb. liwy-

dthdn, 'serpent, dragon, leviathan', prop, 'tor-

tuous', which is rel. to liwyd'', 'wreath', fr. base

l-w-h, 'to wind, turn, twist', whence also Arab.

Idwa, 'the wound, turned, twisted', Akkad. lamO,

'to surround, encircle'.

levigate, tr. v., to grind to a fine powder. — L.

levigdtus, pp. of levigare, 'to make smooth ; to

pulverize', compounded of levis, 'smooth', and

agere, 'to drive, lead, do, make'. The first ele-

ment is cogn. with Gk. XeToc, 'smooth, flat' ; see

leio-. For the second element see agent, adj.,

and cp. the second element in castigate and

in words there referred to.

levigation, n.— L. levigdtio, gen. -onis, 'a smooth-

ing; a pulverizing', fr. levigdtus, pp. of levigare.

See prec. word and -ion.

levin, n., Ughtning. — ME. levene, leven, levin

(revived by Walter Scott), rel. to ON. Ipvna, OE.



levirate

/eowa (whence obsol.E. learn, 'flash'), OS. Homo,

'brightness, light', Goth, lauhmuni, 'lightning',

and cogn. with L. lumen, 'light", fr. I.-E. base

*leuq-, 'to shine', whence also L. lucere, 'to be

light, to shine', OE. leoht, 'light'. See light,

'brightness'.

levirate, n., the ancient Jewish law according to

which a man was obligated to marry his broth-

er's widow if his brother had died childless. —
Formed with subst. suff. -ate fr. L. levir, 'hus-

band's brother, brother-in-law', which stands

for I.-E. *daiwer and is cogn. with OI. devdr-,

Homeric Gk. Sarjp (for *8aifv)p), Arm. taigr,

Russ.-Church Slav, deveri, Lith. dievens, OE.

tacor, OHG. zeihhur, 'brother-in-law'. For the

change of initial d- to /- see lachrymal.

Levlsticum, n., a genus of plants, the lovage (hot.)

— VL. levlsticum, fr. L. ligusticum, Ut. 'belong-

ing to Liguria'. See lovage and cp. words there

referred to.

levitate, intr. v., to tend to rise, to rise; tr. v., to

raise. — Formed on analogy oi gravitate fr. L.

le vitas. See levity and verbal suflf. -ate.

Derivative: levitat-ion, n.

Levlte, n., any member of the tribe of Levi —
ME., fr. Late L. Levltes, fr. Gk. AsutTT]?, fr.

Heb. Lewi, 'Levi, a Levite'. See Levi and subst.

suff. -ite.

Derivatives: Levit-ic, Levit-ic-al {qq. v.).

Levitical, also Levitic, adj. — Late L. Leviticus,

fr. Gk. AeulTtxi?, 'pertaining to a Levite or

Levites', fr. Asut-rr,;. See prec. word and -ic,

resp. also -al.

Leviticus, n., the third book of the Pentateuch.—
Late L. Leviticus (scil. liher), 'Book of the Le-

vites', fr. Gk. TO AeuiTtxov |3i|i>.iov, of s.m.,

prop, the part of the Pentateuch dealing with

the function of the priests who were of the tribe

of Levi. Accordingly the name to Aeuixixov

PipXtov corresponds to the orig. Hebrew name

of the Book, i.e. Tordth Kohdnim lit. 'the Law

of the Priests'. Gk. As'jiTtx6v is neut. of Aeul-

TiKoc. See prec. word.

levity, n., lightness; frivolity. — OF. levite, fr. L.

ievitdtem, ace. of levitas, 'lightness; fickleness,

inconstancy', fr. tevis, "light in weight'. See

lever and -ity.

levo-, laevo-, combining form meaiiing 'left, to

the left' — L. laevus, 'left", cognate with Gk.

XaLoc (for *Xaif6;), OSlav. levu, 'left'. Cp. le-

vulose.

levorotatory, laevorotatory, adj.,* turning the

plane of polarization to the left. — Compound-

ed of levo- and rotatory.

levulose, laevulose, n., fruit sugar (chem.) —
Coined by the French chemist Pierre-Eugfene-

Marcelin Berthelot (1827-1907) fr. L. laevus,

'left' (see levo-), dimin. suff. -ule and subst. suff.

-ose; so called by him because it is levo-rotatory

(q.v.) Cp. dextrose.

levy, n., the act of raising or collecting. — F. le-

vee, 'a raising, lifting, levying', prop. fem. pp. of
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lever, 'to raise', used as a noun. See lever and cp.

levee (in both senses).

Derivative: levy, tr. and intr. v.

levynite, n., a calcium aluminum silicate (mineral.)

— Named after the French mineralogist Ar-

mand Levy (died in 1841).

lew, adj., lukewarm {dial. E.) — ME. lew, lewe,

fr. OE. Meow, 'warm', rel. to hleo, 'shelter'. See

lee.

lewd, adj., 1) ignorant {obsol); 2) indecent; 3)

base. — ME. lewed, 'lay, ignorant', fr. OE. IS-

wede, 'lay, layman', of uncertain origin; perhaps

borrowed fr. L. laicus, fr. Gk. Xatxo?. See lay,

'pertaining to the laity'.

Derivatives: lewd-ly, adv., lewd-ness, n.

Lewis, masc. PN. — Anglicized form of Louis

(q.v.)

lewis, n., a dovetailed tenon. — Prob. from the

PN. Lewis,

lewis, also Lewis gun.— Named after its inventor

Isaac Newton Lewis (1858-1931).

lewisite, n., a calcium titano-antimonate (mine-

ral.) — Named after the Enghsh mineralogist

WilHam J. Lewis (1847-1926). For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

lewisite, n., a vesicant used in chemical warfare.

— Named after the American chemist Winford

Lee Lewis (1878-1943). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

lex, n., law.— L. lex, gen. legis. See legal,

lexical, also lexic, adj. — See lexicon and adj.

suff. -al.

lexico-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

dictionaries, lexical'. — See lexicon,

lexicographer, n., writer of a dictionary.— Form-

ed with agential suff. -er fr. Gk.Xe^v^oypa^foq,

'lexicographer', which is compounded of Xs^ixov

(see lexico-) and -ypacpo;, 'writer', fr. yP"9e:iv,

'to write'. See -graph,

lexicography, n., the act or process of making a

dictionary. — Formed fr. Gk. \e?,i.y.oypA<fUQ,

'lexicographer' (see prec. word), with suff. -y

(representing Gk. -la).

Derivatives : lexicograph-ic, lexicograph-ic-al,

adjs., lexicograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

lexicology, n., the study of words.— Compound-

ed of lexico- and Gk. -XoYta, fr. -Xovoq, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner); one who

deals (with a certain topic)". See -logy.

Derivatives: lexicolog-ic, lexicolog-ic-al, adjs.,

lexicolog-ist, n.

lexicon, n-, a dictionary. — Gk. Xe^txiv (scil.

litjiXiovK 'dictionary', lit. 'book of words',

neut. of XeEixoc, 'pertaining to words'. fr.X^?'?,

'word, phrase, speech, diction', from the stem

of Xeyeiv, 'to speak', which is cogn. with L.

legere, 'to read'. See lecture and cp. alexia,

lexigraphy, n., mode of writing in which each

character represents a word.— Compounded of

Gk. Xi^i?, 'word', and -ypotifia., fr. ypAipEiv, 'to

write'. See leidcun and -graphy.

1^, n.— See leii.
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Leyden jar, a jar used for accumulating and stor-

ing static electricity. — Named after Leyden

(now spelled Leiden) in Holland, because it was

first described by the physicist Pieter van Mus-

schenbroek of Leyden (1692-1761) in 1746.

li, n., a Chinese measure of distance correspond-

ing to about one third of a mile. — Chin.

liable, adj. — Fr. F. Her, 'to bind', fr. OF., fr. L.

ligare. See ligament and -able.

Derivatives: liabil-ity, n., liable-ness, n.

liaison, n., relation, link. — F., fr. MP., fr. Late

L. ligationem, ace. of ligdtio, 'a binding', fr. L.

ligdtus, pp. of ligdre, 'to bind'. Cp. OProvenp.

liazon, which is of the same origin and meaning,

and see ligament.

liana, n., any climbing woody tropical plant. —
F. liane, fr. dial. F. Hone, Home, fr. F. viorne, fr.

L. viburna, pi. of viburnum, 'wayfaring-tree' (in

VL. the L. neut. pi. became fem. sing.) ; initial

li- for vj- is due to the influence of L. ligdre, 'to

bind'. See Viburnum.

liar, n.— ME. Her, liar, fr. OE. leogere, fr. leogan,

'to lie'. See lie, 'to tell an untruth'.

Lias, n., the oldest division of the European Ju-

rassic (geol.) — OF. Hois (F. liais), 'calcareous

limestone' ; of uncertain origin. F. Has, 'lias',

has been reborrowed from English.

liassic, adj., pertaining to Lias. — Formed fr.

Lias with suff. -ic.

Liatris, n., a genus of plants, the button snake-

root (hot.) — ModL., of uncertain origin.

libation, n., the pouring out of a wine in honor of

a deity.— L. llbatio, gen. -onis, 'a drink offering',

fr. libdtus, pp. of libdre, 'to pour out, make a li-

bation', cogn. with Gk. Xzi^eiv, 'to pour, pour

forth, make a libation', XoiPy), 'drink offering',

Xtijj, gen. Xi.p6? (masc), 'the southwest wind',

*Xl'^, gen. XtPo? (fem.), 'drop, stream, libation',

fr. I.-E. *(s)leib-, 'to pour, drop', enlargement

of base *lei-, 'to pour, drop', whence Lith. lieju,

lieti, 'to pour', lyja, lyti, 'to rain', lytiis, 'rain'.

Cp. also with—/-formative element—Goth.

leipu, OE. lip, 'strong drink'. For the ending

of libation see -ation. Cp. next word. Cp. also

littoral, Lithuanian.

libeccio, n., the southwest wind. — It., fr. Gk.

Xii];, gen. Xip6<; (masc), 'the southwest wind'.

See prec. word.

libel, n. — ME., fr. OF. libel (F. Hbelle), fr. L.

libellus, 'a little book, pamphlet, lampoon', di-

min. of liber, 'book'. See library.

Derivatives : Hbel(I)-ant, n., libel([)-ee, n., libel{l)-

er, n., libel(l)-ous, adj., libel(l)-ous-ly, adv.

liberal, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) liberal, fr. L.

liberalis, 'pertainng to freedom, befitting a free

man, honorable, noble, gracious, generous', fr.

liber, 'free", fr. I.-E. base "leudhero-s, whence

also Gk. eXeu&Epo?, 'free'. This base prob.

meant orig. 'belonging to the people', hence 'of

legal descent', and derives fr. base *leudho-,

*leudhi-, 'people', whence also OSlav. Ijudii,

'people, nation', Ijudije, 'people', ORuss. Ijudim,

libidinous

'free men', Lith. lidudis, 'people, nation', Lett.

laiidis, 'men', OPruss. ludis, 'man', ON. lydr,

Ijodr, 'people, nation', OE. leod, pi. liede, llode,

ME. lede, OS. Hud, OFris. Ii6d(e), MDu. liede,

OHG. liuti, MHG. liute, G. Leute, WGoth.
leodes, 'people'. I.-E. base *leudho-, *teudhi-,

'people', is a derivative ofbase *leudh-, 'to grow,

rise'. This latter appears in OI. rSdhati, 'grows,

rises, climbs', Avestic raoda-, 'growth, author-

ity', Toch. A lat-k, 'to cause to grow'. Cp. liber-

ate, liberty, liege, livery, 'allowance of food',

deliver, eleuthero-. Cp. also Lett. For the ending

see adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: liberal, n., liberal-ly, adv., the hy-

brids liberal-ism, n., liberal-ist, n., Hberal-ist-ic,

adj., liberal-ize, tr. and intr. v., liberal-iz-ation,

n., liberal-iz-er, n., and liberality, liberty, liber-

tine (qq. V.)

liberality, n. — ME. liberalite, fr. OF. (= F.)

liberalite, fr. L. liberdlitatem, ace. of llberalitas,

'way of thinking or acting befitting a freeman',

fr. liberalis. See prec. word and -ity.

liberate, tr. v. — L. liberdtus, pp. of Itberare, 'to

set free', fr. liber, 'free'. See liberal and verbal

suff. -ate.

liberation, n. — ME. Hberacion, fr. L. Hberdtio-

nem, ace. of liberdtio, 'a setting or becoming

free', fr. liberdtus, pp. of liberdre, fr. liber. See

prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives : liberation-ism, n., Hberation-ist, n.

liberator, n. — L. liberator, 'one who sets free, a

deliverer', fr. liberdtus, pp. oiliberare. See liber-

ate and agential suff. -or.

libertarian, adj., believing in the doctrine of the

freedom of the will. •— Formed fr. liberty with

suff. -arian.

Derivatives: libertarian, n., libertarian-ism, n.

liberticide, n., a destroyer of liberty. — Formed
from L. libertds, 'liberty', and -cida, 'killer', fr.

caedere, 'to kill'. See liberty and -cide, 'killer".

Derivative: liberticid-al, adj.

liberticide, n., destruction of liberty. — Formed

fr. L. libertds, 'liberty', and -cidium, 'killing', fr.

caedere, 'to kill'. See liberty and -cide, 'killing".

Derivative: liberticid-al, adj.

libertine, n., a licentious man.— Fr. L. libertinus,

'a freedman', fr. libertus, 'a manumitted slave, a

freedman', fr. liber. See liberal and -ine (repre-

senting h.'-lnus).

Derivatives: libertin-age, n., Hbertin-ism, n.

liberty, n. — ME. liberte, fr. MF. (= F.) Hber-

te, fr. L. libertdtem, ace. of libertds, 'freedom,

condition of a free man', fr. liber. See liberal and

-ty.

libidinous, adj., lustful; lascivious. — ME. lyby-

dynous, fr. OF. libidineus (F. libidineux), fr. L.

Hbidinosus, 'full of desire, lustful', fr. libido, gen.

Hbidinis, 'pleasure, desire, sensual passion, lust',

fr. libet, earlier lubet, 'it pleases, it is agreeable',

which is cogn. with OI. liibhyati, 'desires', OE.
lufu, 'love'. See love, n., and -ous and cp. quod-

libet. Cp. also quillet.



libido

T>eTi\atives:libidinous-ly,ad\.,libidinous-ness,n.

libido, n., the sexual instinct. — L. libido. See

prec. word.

libra, n., a pound. — L. libra, 'balance; Roman

pound', fr. earlier *lipra, whence also Gk. Xfxpa

(Dor. Xtxpa is a later form), of s.m. Cp. librate,

deliberate, equilibrium. Cp. also litra, litre, livre.

Derivative: libr-al, adj.

library, n. — ME. librarie, fr. OF. librairie, 'li-

brary' (F. 'bookshop'), fr. Uvraire, since the 13th

cent, libraire, 'copyist' (F. 'bookseller'), fr. L.

librdrius, 'copyist, bookseller', fr. liber, gen.

libri, 'book', orig. 'the inner bark of a tree',

whence 'the text written on this', 'collection of

leaves for writing', and finally 'book'. L. liber

prob. stands for *luber and is a derivative of

I.-E. base *leu-b(h)-, *leu-p-, 'to strip, to peel'.

See leaf and subst. suff. -ary and cp. leper, lepi-

do-. Cp. also libel, libretto, ex-libris.

Derivatives; librari-an, n., librari-an-ess, n.,

librari-an-ship, n.

librate, n., land worth a pound a year {English

hist.)— ML. llbrata (scil. terra), fr. L. libra. See

libra and adj. suff. -ate.

librate, intr. v., to be balanced or poised — L.

libratus, pp. of librare, 'to balance, level, make

even', fr. libra, 'balance; pound'. See libra and

verbal suff. -ate.

libration, n., a librating. — L. librdtio, gen. -onis,

'a balancing, leveling', fr. libratus, pp. oi librare.

See librate, v., and suff. -ion.

librettist, n., the writer of the libretto of an opera.

— A hybrid coined fr. libretto, and -ist, a suff. of

Greek origin.

libretto, n., the words of an opera. — It., 'a little

book', dimin. of libro, 'book', fr. L. liber. See

library.

license, licence, n.— ME. licence, fr. OF. (= F.),

fr. L. licentia, 'freedom, liberty, license', fr. li-

cens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of licere, 'to be law-

ful, be permitted', which is prob. cogn. with

Lett, likstu, likstu, 'I come to terms'. Cp. licit,

illicit, scilicet, yidelicet, leisure.

Derivatives: license, licence, tr. v., licens-ed, li-

cenc-ed, adj., licens-ee, licenc-ee, n., licens-er,

licenc-er, n.

licentiate, n., a person licensed to exercise a pro-

fession. — ML. licentiatus, pp. of licentidre, 'to

permit, license', fr. L. licentia. See prec. word

and -ous.

licentious, adj., 1) lawless; 2) lewd. — L. licentio-

sus, 'unrestrained, wanton, licentious', fr. licen-

tua. See license and -ous.

Dcri\'atives: licenrioiis-ly, adv., licentious-ness.

n.

lich, lych, n., body; corpse (obsol. and dial. Eng-

lish).— ME. liche, lyche, fr. OE. lie, 'body'. See

like, adj., and cp. lich-gate. Cp. also adj. and

adv. suff. -ly.

Uchen, n. — L. lichen, fr. Gk. XeiX^v, 'lichen',

fr. Xetx^iv, 'to lick', hence lit. meaning 'the

licker'. See Uck.
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Derivatives: lichen, tr. v., lichen-ed, lichen-ic,

lichen-oid, lichen-ose, lichen-ous, adjs., licheni-

fication, n.

lichenology, adj., the study of lichens. — Com-
pounded of Gk. >^eixV (see prec. word) and

-Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: lichenolog-ic, lichenolog-ic-al, adjs.,

lichenolog-ist, n.

lich-gate, lych-gate, n., gate to a churchyard un-

der which a bier is placed to await the coming of

the clergyman. — Lit. 'body gate'. See lich.

lichi, n. — A var. spelling of litchi.

licit, adj., permitted, lawful. — F. licite, fr. L.

licitus, 'permitted, allowed, lawful', pp. of

licere. See license and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: licit-ly, adv., licit-ness, n.

lick, tr. and intr. v. — ME- Ucken, fr. OE. liccian,

rel. to OS. likkon, Du. likken, OHG. lecchon,

MHG., G. lecken, 'to lick', Goth, bi-laigon, 'to

lick at' (F. lecher, 'to lick', is a Teut. loan word),

from the I.-E. imitative base *leigh-, whence also

OI. le^hi, redhi, also (a later form) lihati, 'he

licks', Avestic raez-, 'to lick', Arm. lizum,

lizem, lizanem, 'I lick', lakem, of s.m., Gk. Xci-

XEiv, 'to lick', XsiX^v. 'lichen'(lit. 'licker'), Xi/veu-

eiv, 'to lick at', Xtxavo? (scil. SdtxTuXo?), 'fore-

finger' (lit. 'licker'), L. lingere, 'to lick', Lith.

lieiiu, liezti, OSlav. /(fp, lizati, 'to lick', Olr. li-

gim, 'I lick', MBret. leat, 'to lick', W. llyfu, Uyv,

'to lick', Mir. Hag, W. llwy, 'spoon'. Cp.—with

initial 5—ON. sleikja, MHG. sleeken, G.

schlecken, 'to lick'. Cp. electuary, lecher, lichen,

ligule, linctus, lingula.

Derivatives: lick, n., lick-ing, n.

lickerish, liquorish, adj., 1) eager; 2) lecherous.—
Formed, with change of suff. -ous to -ish, fr.

ME. likerous, 'lecherous', fr. AF. *likerous,

which corresponds to OF. licherous, lecherous.

See lecherous.

Derivatives: lickerish-ly, adv., lickerish-ness, n.

licorice, liquorice, n., 1) a plant of the pea family;

2) its root. — ME. licoris, fr. AF. lycoryce, cor-

responding to OF. licorece, licorice (whence, by

metathesis, OF. ricolice, F. reglisse), fr. Late L.

liquirltia, fr. Gk. yXuxuppit^a 'licorice', lit.

'sweet root', fr. yXuxu;, 'sweet', and ^i^a,

'root' ; cp. It. legorizia (whence, by metathesis,

regolizia). See glyco- and rhizo- and cp. Glycor-

rhiza.

lictor, n., an officer attending a magistrate in an-

cient Rome. — L. lictor, lit. 'binder', fr. *llctus,

pp. of *llgere, 'to bind', a collateral form of

ligare, of s.m. (see ligament); so called from the

bound rods, which he bore.

lid, n. — ME. lid, fr. OE. Mid, 'lid, cover, aper-

ture, gate', rel. to hlldan, OFris. hllda, 'to cover',

ON. Mid, 'gate, gap', Swed. lid, Dan. led, 'gate',

OFris. Mid, MLG., MDu. lit. Du. lid, OHG.
• Mit, lit, MHG. ///, 'lid, cover', MHG. ougelit.
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G. Augenlid, 'eyelid'; prob. fr. I.-E. base *klei-,

'to incline, lean', whence also OE. hWnan, 'to

cause to lean'. See lean, 'to incline'.

Derivatives : lidd-ed, lid-less, adjs.

lie, intr. v., to tell an untruth.— ME. ligen, leyen,

lien, fr. OE. leogan, rel. to ON. IjUga, Dan. lyve,

OFris. lidga, Du. liegen, OS., OHG. liogan,

MHG., G. liigen, Goth, liugan, 'to lie', and cogn.

with OSlav. lUzg, lUgati, 'to lie', Wfa, 'a lie'. Cp.

next word and the second element in warlock.

lie, n., an untruth. — ME. lige, leye, lie, fr. OE.

lyge, fr. leogan, 'to lie', rel. to ON. lygi, Dan.

legn, Swed. Idgn, OS., OHG. lugina, OFris.

leyne, Du. leugen, MHG. lugen(e), lugen(e), G.

Liige, Goth, liugn, 'a lie'. See prec. word.

lie, intr. v., to recline.— ME. liggen, lien, fr. OE.
licgan, rel. to OS. liggian, ON. liggja, Swed.

ligga, Dan. ligge, OFris. lidzia, lidza, MDu.
ligghen, Du. liggen, OHG., MHG. ligen, Ucken,

G. liegen, Goth, ligan, 'to lie', fr. I.-E. base

*legh-, 'to lie', whence also Toch. A lake, B leke,

'couch, bed', Hitt. laggari, 'falls, lies', Gk. Xs/e-

a&ai, 'to lie down', Xt/oc,, 'couch, bed, marriage

bed', Xoxo?, 'place for lying in wait, ambush;

company of soldiers; childbirth', XsxTpov,

'couch, bed', L. lectus, 'bed', OSlav. l^gQ, lezti,

'to lie down', lezQ, lezati, 'to lie', loze, 'couch,

bed', za-logH, 'pledge', Lith. at-lagai, 'fallow

land', Lett, par-lags, 'piece of ground left uncul-

tivated", Olr. laigim, 'I lie down', lige, 'bed;

grave', W. lie, Co. le, MBret. lech, ModBret.

leac'h, 'place', Bret, gwele, 'bed', Modlr. luighe,

'couch, grave'. Cp. lay, v., lagan, lair, law,

ledge, ledger, lees, litter, log, 'piece of wood',

low, adj., lochia, lochio-, and the second element

in Aristolochia, Gelechia, coverlet. Cp. also rely.

Derivative: lie, n., position, direction.

liebigite, n., a hydrous uranium calcium carbo-

nate (mineral.) — Named after the German
chemist Baron Justus von Liebig (1803-73). For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

lied, n., a German song. — G. Lied, fr. MHG.
liet, fr. OHG. Hod, rel. to ON. Ijdd, 'strophe', in

the pi., 'song', OE. lead, 'song, poem', Goth.

liupdn, 'to praise', awiliup, 'thanksgiving', and

cogn. with L. lauddre, 'to praise". Sec laud and

cp. Nibelungenlied, Volkslied.

lief, adj. (archaic), 1) dear, beloved; 2) glad. —
ME. leef, lef, lif, fr. OE. leof, 'dear, beloved", rel.

to OS. liof, ON. IjUfr, OFris. liaf, Du. lief, OHG.
lioh, MHG. Hep, G. lieb, Goth, liufs, 'dear, be-

loved', and to OE. lufu, 'love". See love, n., and

words there referred to and cp. esp. belief, be-

lieve. Cp. also the first element in leman, livelong.

Derivative; lief, adv. (rare).

liege, adj. land n. — ME. lege, lige, liege, fr. OF.
liege, 'liege ; free', fr. Late L. *liiicus (corrtspond-

ing to Late L. taeticus), 'belonging to a serf,

formed with suff. -icus (see -ic) fr. litus, letus,

'serf, which occur in the Salic law and are collat-

eral forms of Late L. laelus, which is of Teut.

origin. OE. freolSta, Goth, fralets, 'freedman'.

life

OFris. lethar, 'freedmen'; prob. not related to

G. ledig, 'free'.

lien, n., the right to hold the property of another

till a debt is paid. — F., fr. L. ligdmen, 'band,

tie', fr. ligare, 'to bind, tie'. See ligament.

lien, obsol. pp. of lie, 'to recline'. — ME. lien,

formed directly from ME. inf. lien, 'to lie'. See

lie, 'to recline'.

lienal, adj., pertaining to the spleen (anat.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. lien, 'the spleen".

See spleen.

lienculus, n., an accessory spleen (anat.) —
ModL., dimin. of L. lien, 'spleen'. See prec.

word and -cule.

Ilenee, n., owner of a property that is subject to a

lien (law). — Formed from the noun lien with

suff. -ee.

Uenitis, n., inflammation of the spleen (med.) —
A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. lien, 'the

spleen' (see spleen), and -itis, a suff. of Greek

origin. The correct form is splenitis, in which

both elements are of Greek origin.

lieno-, combining form denoting the spleen (anat.)

— Fr. L. lien, 'spleen'. See spleen.

lienor, n., the holder of a lien (law). — Formed
from the noun Hen with agential suff. -or.

lienteric, adj., pertaining to lientery. — Either

directly fr. L. llentericus or through the medium
of F. tienterique fr. Gk. XeievTspixo^, fr. XeievTe

pis. See next word and -ic.

lientery, n., a form of diarrhea (med.) — Either

directly fr. ML. lienteria or through the medium
of F. lienterie, fr. Gk. XsisvTepia, which is com-

pounded of Xsio?, 'smooth', and ^vTspov, 'intes-

tine'. See leio- and entero-.

lieme, n., a short connecting rib in Gothic vault-

ing (archaic). — F., prob. fr. Her, 'to bind', fr.

L. Hgdre. See ligament and cp. liaison, liana,

lien.

lierre, n., the color of ivy green.—F. lierre, 'ivy",

formed through the agglutination of the definite

article from I'ierre, lit. 'the ivy', from the article

la and OF. iere, ierre, earlier edre, 'ivy', fr. L.

hedera. F. la derives fr. L. ilia, fem. of/7/e, 'that';

see ille. For the etymology of L. hedera see He-

dera. For the agglutination of the article cp.

leguan, lingot, loriot, louver.

lieu, n., place. — ME. Hue (in in Hue of), fr. OF.
(= F.) lieu, fr. L. locum, ace. of locus, 'place'.

See locus.

lieutenancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

lieuten^t, n. — Lit. 'holding the place of some-

body'. See Ueu and tenant. The British pronun-

ciation of the word ai 'leftenant' is due to a

confusion of c with v and/[K and v were repre-

sented orig!;:ul'; .;v one and the same letter (vj].

Cp. locum lenens.

lieve. — The same as lief.

life, n. ~ MF. lif, fr. OE. lif, rel. to ON. lif, 'life,

body', Du. lijf, 'body', OHG. lib, 'life', MHG.
lip, lib, 'life, body', G. Leib, 'body', prop, 'con-



lifer

tinuance, perseverance', fr. I.-E. base *lip-, 'to

remain, persevere, continue, live'. See leave, v.,

and cp. live, liver, alive,

lifer, n., one sentenced to imprisonment for

life, — Formed fr. life with agential suflf.

-er.

lift, tr. and intr. v. — ME. liften, leften, fr. ON.

lypta (whence Dan. l0fte, Swed. lyfta), 'to lift',

rel. to MLG. liichten, Du. lichten, MHG., G.

luften, 'to lift'. These verbs are rel. to OS. luft,

ON. lopt, OE. lyft, Du. lucht, OHG., MHG.,

G. luft, Goth, luftus, 'air', and lit. mean 'to

raise into the air'. Cp. loft.

Derivatives: lift, n., lift-er, n.

ligament, n., 1) a tie, band; 2) a band of tissue

(anat.) — L. ligamentum, 'band, bandage', fr.

ligare, 'to bind, tie', prob. cogn. with Alb. Vi^,

'I bind', nde Vide, 'band, fetter', MLG. Ilk,

'band', ON. lik, 'boltrope', MHG. geleich,

'joint, limb'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*lei^-, 'to bind'. Cp. ligature. Cp. also alligation,

alloy, ally, colligate, league, 'alliance', leech,

'edge of a sail', liable, liaison, lictor, lien, n.,

Heme, ligation, obligato, obligate, oblige, rally,

'to gather together', religion. Cp. also rely. For

the ending see suff. -ment.

Derivatives : ligament-al, ligament-ary, ligament-

ous, adjs.

ligate, tr. v., to bandage. — L. ligdtus, pp. of li-

gare. See ligament and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

religate.

ligation, n., 1) that act of binding; 2) bond, liga-

ture.— MF., fr. Late L. ligdtionem, ace. of ligd-

tid, 'a binding', fr. L. ligatus, pp. of ligare. See

prec, word and -ion.

ligature, n., anything that serves for binding; a

cord used for tying up an artery (surg.)— F., fr.

Late L. ligatuTa, 'a band', fr. L. ligdtus, pp. of

ligare. See ligament and -ure.

light, n., brightness. — ME. liht, light, fr. OE.

leoht, rel. to OS. lioht, OFris. lidcht, MDu. lucht,

liecht, licht, Du. licht, OHG. lioht, MHG. lieht,

C. Licht, Goth, liuhap, 'light', ON. Ijomi, OE. le-

oma, 'ray ofhght, radiance', ON. Ijos, 'light', ON.

lysa, OE. liexan, 'to shine', fr. I.-E. base *leuq-,

'to emit light, to shine; bright', whence also OI.

rScate, 'shines', rokdh, 'light', rocandh, Avestic

raocant-, 'shining', raoxshna-, 'shining, bright",

Arm. his, 'light', lusin, 'moon', Gk. Xeuxi;,

'bright, shining, white", Xu/voc;, 'lamp', XoOc-

CTov, 'the white pith of the fir tree', aiJ.9i-Xi!ix7),

'twilight', L. lucere, 'to shine', lux, gen. lucis,

'light', lucidus, 'full of Ught, clear, bright', lu-

cernu, 'light, lamp", lUcubrdre, 'to work by

lamplight", lacus, 'grove, thicket' (orig. 'an open

place in the wood'), lumen (for *leuqs-men or

*louqs-meri), 'light', W«a(for *louqs-na), 'moon',

lustrum, 'a purificatory sacrifice; a period of

five years', lustrdre, 'to purify by an offering',

Gaul. Leucetius, surname of Mars, L. Lucetius,

surname of Jupiter, Lucetia, surname of Juno,

OSlav. luei, 'light', lula, 'ray', Lith. laukas.
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'pale",OPruss. touxnoj(pl.)'stars',W. Hug, 'gleam,

glimmer', Olr. luach, 'white', loche, 'lightning',

luchair, 'brightness, luster', Mir. luan. Ion,

'moon', Toch. A luk-, 'to shine', A lok, B lauke

'far away', Hitt. lukezi, lukzi, 'is bright'. Base

*leuq-, 'to be light, to shine', is identical with

base *leuq-, 'to see, behold', whence Ol. locate,

lokate, 'sees, perceives', locdyati, lokdyati, 're-

gards, looks at', Toch. A Idk-, B lyk-, 'to see',

Gk. Xeiicoeiv (for *Xsijxieiv), 'to look at, see',

W. am-lwg, 'conspicuous', Lith. Idukti, 'to wait'.

Cp. lea, 'a track of open country', leuco-, levin,

link, 'torch', loka, low, 'blaze', luce, lucent, lucid,

Lucifer, Lucius, lucubrate, luculent, lucule, lucus

a non lucendo, lucem, Lucy, luminous, lunar,

lunation, lune, luster, 'gloss', lustrum, lux, Luzu-

la, Lychnis, lynx,

light, tr. v., to illuminate; intr. v., to light up

(said of the face). — ME. lihten, lighten, fr. OE.

lihtan, 'to shine, give light', rel. to OS. liohtian,

OHG. liuhtan, MHG. liuhten, G. leuchten, Goth.

liuhtjan, 'to light', and to OE. leoht, 'Ught' (n.)

See lig^t, 'brightness'.

light, adj., not dark, bright. — ME. liht, light, fr.

OE. leoht, rel. to OS., OHG. lioht, OFris. liacht,

MHG. lieht, G. licht, 'bright', and to OE. leoht,

'light' (n.). See light, 'brightness'.

Derivatives: tight-ish, adj., light-ly, adv., light-

ness, n.

light, adj., not heavy. — ME. liht, tight, fr. OE.

leoht, liht, rel. to OS. liht-, ON. lettr, Dan. let,

Swed. Idtt. OFris., MLG., MDu., Du. licht,

OHG. lihti, liht, MHG. lihte,liht, G. leicht, Goth.

leihts, 'light', fr. I.-E. base *le{n)g^h-, 'light,

easy, agile, nimble', whence also L. levis, 'light'.

See lever and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also lighter, 'a flat-bottomed boat'.

Derivatives: light-ly, adv., light-ness, n.

light, adv., lightly, easily. — ME. lihte, lighte, fr.

OE. leohte, lihte, fr. leoht, liht, 'light'. See

light, 'not heavy'.

light, intr. v., to dismount, get off. — ME. lihten,

lighten, fr. OE. lihtan, 'to alight", lit. 'to make

light', fr. leoht, liht, 'light'; orig. used in the

sense 'to relieve a horse of the rider's burden'.

See li^t, 'not heavy', and cp. alight and lighten,

'to make less heavy'.

lighten, tr. v., to illuminate; intr. v., to shine. —
ME. lihtenen, lightenen, fr. liht, 'light'. See light,

'bright'.

Derivative: lighten-er, a.

lighten, tr. v., to make less heavy; intr. v., to be-

come less heavy. — ME. lihtenen, lightenen, fr.

liht, light, 'light'. See light, 'not heavy', and ver-

bal suff. -en.

Derivative: lighten-er, n.

lighter, n., one who Ughts.— Formed fr. light, 'to

illumine', with agential suff. -er.

lifter, n., a flat-bottomed boat. — Du. llchter,

fr. lichten, 'to lighten, unload', fr. licht, 'hght'.

See M^rt, 'not heavy', and agential sufi". -et. For
' the sense development ofDu. llchtercp. F. allige.
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'lighter', fr. alleger, 'to Ughten", fr. L. allevidre,

of s.m., fr. levis, 'light'.

Derivatives: lighter, tr. v., to convey in, or as in,

a lighter, lighter-age, n.

lightning, n. — ME. lightening, lightning, fr. light-

enen, 'to lighten'. See lighten, 'to Uluminate',

and -ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

lights, n. pi., the lungs, — Lit. 'the light organs';

cp. Flemish lichte, 'lights', and see light, 'not

heavy'. Cp. also lung.

lightsome, adj., bright.—Formed fr. light, 'bright',

with 1st. suff. -some.

lightsome, adj., agile, nimble.— Formed fr. light,

'not heavy', with 1st suff. -some.

lignaloes, n., 1) aloes wood; 2) the drug aloes. —
OF., fr. Late L. lignum aloes, 'the wood of

aloe'. See ligneous and aloe.

ligneous, adj., of the nature of wood; woody. —
L. ligneus, 'woody', formed with suff. -eous fr.

lignum, 'wood', which stands for *leg-nom and
lit. means 'that which is collected', fr. legere, 'to

gather, collect; to read'. See lecture and cp.

lignaloes, lignum vitae, pyroligneous.

ligni-, combining form meaning 'wood'.— Fr. L.

lignum, 'wood'. See prec. word.

lignification, n. — See next word and -ation.

lignify, tr. v., to make into wood; intr. v., to be-

come wood. — Lit. 'to make into wood', com-
pounded of ligni- and -fy.

lignite, n., an imperfectly formed coal {mineral.)

— F., formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. L. lignum,

'wood'; see ligneous. F. lignite seems to have

been derived prop, from Lithanthrax Lignius, a

name given to woody coal by Wallerius (in Sys-

tema Mineralogicum, vol. II. p. 98, 1775). See

Encyclopedia Britannica, 1947 edition, vol. 14,

p. 118a.

lignivorous, adj., eating wood (the same as xylo-

phagous). — Compounded of ligni- and L.

-varus, from the stem of vordre, 'to devour'. See

-vorous.

lignum vitae, a S. American tree {Guaiacum offi-

cinale). — ModL., fr. L. lignum vitae, 'wood of

life'. See ligneous and vital.

ligroine, ligroin, n., a volatile, inflammable liquid.

— Of unknown origin.

ligula, n., a ligule. — L. See next word.

Derivatives: ligul-ar, adj., ligul-ate, adj.

ligule, n., a thin appendage at the base of the

blade of a leaf {hot.) — ModL. ligula, fr. L. li-

gula, 'spoon', fr. l.-E. base *leigh-, 'to lick",

whence also L. lingere, 'to lick', Mir. Hag, W.
llwy, 'spoon'. For sense development cp. OHG.
leffil, 'spoon', fr. laffan, 'to lick". See lick and -ule

and cp. iingula.

Ligurian, adj., pertaining to Liguria, an ancient
countr>' in northwestern Italy and southeastern

France; n., one of the inhabitants of Liguria. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Liguria, fr. Ligures,

'the Ligurians', pi. of Ligus, 'a Ligurian',

whence Ligusticus, 'Ligurian'. Cp. lovage and
words there referred to.

ligusticum, n., a genus of plants, the lovage (bot.)

— L., 'lovage", lit. 'of Liguria'. See lovage and

cp. words there referred to.

Ligustrum, n., a genus of plants, the privet (bol.)

— L., lit. 'of Liguria'. See prec. word.

like, adj. — ME. lik, ilik, fr. OE. ge-llc, 'similar,

equal, like', rel. to OS. gilik, ON. gllkr, likr,

Dan. lig, Swed. lik, OFris. Ilk, MDu. ghelijc, Du.

gelijk, OHG. gilih, MHG. gelich, G. gleich,

Goth, galeiks, 'equal, like'. For the pref. ge- in

OE. ge-lic, etc., see y- ; lie in OE. ge-llc is identi-

al with OE. lie, 'body, form". Accordingly OE.

ge-llc and its equivalents in the other Teut. lan-

guages lit. mean 'having the same body or form'.

OE. lie, 'body, form', is rel. to ON., OS., OFris.,

ON. Ilk, Dan. lig, Swed. lik, MDu. lijc, Du. lijk,

OHG. lih, MHG. llch, Goth, leik, 'body,

corpse', G. Leiche, 'corpse', and cogn. with Lith.

lygus. Lett, lldzigs, OPruss. poligu, 'equal',

Lith. lygstu, lygti, 'to equal'. Cp. lich, lich-gate.

Cp. also alike, -ly, gleek and the second element

in each, ilk, such, which and in barley.

Derivatives: like, adv. (q.v.), like, n., prep, and

conj.

like, adv. — ME. lik, like, ilik. Hike, fr. lik, ilik,

adj. See like, adj.

like, a) intr. v., to be pleasing (pbsol.) ; b) tr. v., to

be pleased with, enjoy. — ME. liken, fr. OE.
llcian, 'to please", rel. to OS. llkon, ON. lika,

OFris. likia, OHG. llhhen, Goth, leikan, 'to

please'. The orig. meaning of these verbs was 'to

be like, be suitable to, be pleasing to ; they derive

fr. OE. -lie in gelic, resp. from its equivalents in

OS. gilik, ON. gllkr, OHG. gillh, Goth, galeiks,

'equal, like'. See like, adj.

Derivatives: lik(e)-able, adj., lik(e)-abil-ity, n.,

lik(e)-able-ness, n.

-like, adj. and adv. suff. — See like, adj. and like,

adv.

likely, adj. — ME. likli, fr. ON. glikligr, likligr,

'likely", fr. llkr, 'like'. Cp. OE. geliclic and see

like, adj., and adj. suff. -ly.

Derivatives: likeli-hood, n., likeli-ness, n.

likely, adv. — ME. likli, adv., fr. likli, adj.— See

likely, adj.

liken, tr. v. — ME. liknen, fr. lik, 'like'. See like,

adj. and verbal suff. -en.

likeness, n. — ME. liknesse, fr. OE. llcnes, short

for gellcnes, fr. gellc, 'like'. See like, adj., and

-ness.

likewise, adj. — Compounded of like, adj., and

-wise.

likin, n., a Chinese tax imposed on articles in

transit. — Chin., lit. 'ready money'.

liking, n. — ME., fr. OE. llcung, 'pleasure", fr.

llcian, 'to please". See like, 'to be pleased with",

and subst. suff. -ing.

Lila, fem. FN. — See Leila.

Ulac, n.— MF., fr. Sp. lilac, fr. Arab. Idylak, lllak,

fr. Pers. lilak, var. of nilak, 'bluish', fr. nil, 'blue,

indigo', fr. Ol. nj/a/i, 'dark blue", which is of un-
certain etymology. It possibly derives fr. I.-E.
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base *«(-, 'to shine'. See neat, adj., and cp. anil

and the first element in nilgai and in nainsook.

Derivative: lilac, adj.

Liliaceae, n. pi., the lily family (hot.) — ModL.,

formed fr. Lilium with suff. -aceae.

liliaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Lilith, n,, a female evil spirit. — Heb. Lllithy fr.

Akkad. Lilltu (whence also Syr. Lelltha), not re-

lated to , but folk-etymologically connected with,

Heb. IdylJ', 'night', and explained accordingly

as 'night demon'.

Lilium, n., a genus of plants, the lily {bot) — L.

lilium. See lily.

Lilliputian, adj., diminutive, tiny. — Prop, 'per-

taining to Lilliput', a fabulous island with inhab-

itants 6 inches high. The name was coined by

Swift in Gulliver's Travels (1726). For the ending

see suff. -ian.

Derivative; Lilliputian, n.

lilt, intr. and tr. v., to sing rhythmically.— ME.
lulten, of uncertain, perhaps imitative, origin.

Derivative: lilt, n.

lily, n.— ME. litie, fr. OE. lilie, fr. L. lilium, 'lily',

which, together with Gk. Xstpwv, of s.m., is

prob. borrowed fr. Egypt, hrr-t (pronounced in

Coptic hreri, hleli). Cp. fleur-de-lis, gigliato and

the second element in Chamaelirium, Dasylirion.

limaceous, adj., limacine (zool.) — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. Umax, gen. -acis, 'snail, slug'.

See Umax.

limacine, adj., pertaining to the slugs or to the

genus Limax {zool.)— Formed fr. L. Umax, gen.

-acis, 'snail, slug' (see next word), with suff. -ine

(representing L. -inus).

Limax, n., the genus containing the slugs (zool.)

— L. Umax, gen. -acts, 'slug, snail', fr. Gk. Xst-

\j.a.Z„ which is cogn. with Russ. slimdk, 'snail', lit.

'the slimy animal', OPruss. slayx, Lith. sliekas,

Lett, slieka, 'earth worm', OE. sldw-wyrm, 'slow-

worm' (see slowworm). All these words are deriv-

atives of I.-E. base *{s)lei-, 'slimy', whence

also OE. sUw, 'tench', slim, 'mud'. See slime

and cp. lime, 'birdlime'.

limb, n., member. — ME. lim. fr. OE. lim, rel. to

ON. limr, 'limb', lim, 'small branch of a tree',

Norw. lim, Dan., Swed. lem, 'member'; formed

with -m-formative element fr. Teut. base */(-,

which corresponds to l.-E. base *tei-, 'to bend,

be movable, be nimble'. With -rf-formative ele-

ment, the same base appears in Goth, lithus,

OE. /;/>, 'joint, limb', and possibly also in L. li-

tuus, "the crooked staff borne by the augurs'.

From base *lei- prob. derive also L. limus,

'aslant, sidelong', limen, 'threshold', and the first

element in Umes, 'boundary, limit'. See limit and

cp. Htuus. Cp. also lay figure.

Derivatives: limb-ed, limb-y, limb-less, adjs.

limb, n., edge, border.— L. limbus, 'hem, border',

for *lembos, cogn. with OI. Idmbate, 'hangs

down', lambafi, 'hanging down, long, big',

MHG. limp/en, 'to limp', and to E. limp (q.v.)

limbate, adj., edged, bord^ed. — Late L. limbd-

tus, fr. L. Umbus, 'hem, border'. See prec. word

and adj. suff. -ate.

limbec, n., alembic (archaic).— Aphetic for alem-

bic.

limber, n., the detachable fore part of a gun car-

riage. — Prob. rel. to F. limoniire, 'wagon with

two shafts', fr. limon, 'shaft', which is rel. to Sp.

limdn, 'shaft', Sp. and Port, leme, 'helm', Sp.

leman, 'helmsman' ;
prob. of Celtic origin.

Derivative: limber, tr. and intr. v.

limber, adj., phant, flexible. — According to

W. W. Skeat, related to limp, 'flaccid'.

Derivatives: Umber, tr. v., limber-ly, adv., lim-

ber-ness, n.

limbers, n. pi. (naut.) — F. lumiere, 'light; lim-

bers', fr. L. lumindria, which is the plural of

lumindre, 'a light, lamp, torch', but was mistaken

in Vulgar Latin for a fem. sing. noun. L. Wmi-

nare is prop. neut. of the adjective luminaris,

'giving Ught', used as a noun. See luminary.

limbo, n., a region between heaven and hell. —
Prop, abl. of L. limbus, 'border' (see limb, 'bor-

der'). The abl. form was taken from the phrase

in limbo patriim {"in the border of hell, reserved

for the fathers or saints'), a phrase used by the

church fathers.

Limburger, n., a kind of cheese. — Short for

Limburger cheese, prop, 'cheese made in the

province Limburg in Belgium'.

lime, n., 1) birdlime (rare); 2) calcium oxide. —
ME. lim, fr. OE. lim, 'birdlime; calcium oxide',

rel. to OS., ON., MLG., OHG., MHG. lim,

Dan. lim. Du. lijm, G. Leim, 'birdlime', and

cogn. with L. limus, 'slime, mud, mire', Cp.,

with other formative elements, ON. leir, 'clay,

loam', OPruss. layso, 'clay', laydis, 'loam'. Alb.

Ved; 'watery clay'. All these words derive fr.

l.-E. base *lei-, 'slime, slimy, sticky'. See slime

and cp. loam. Cp. also limno-, and words there

referred to. Cp. also oblivion.

Derivative: lime, tr. v., 1) to smear with bird-

lime; 2) to mix with lime.

lime, n., a frtiit allied to lemon.— F., fr. Proven?.

Umo, fr. Arab. llmJ' (whence also Sp. lima),

noun of unity, formed from the collective noun

Urn, which derives fr. Pers. limUn. See lemon and

cp. limonene.

lime, n., the linden tree.— Fr. earlier line, fr. lind;

see linden. The change of line to lime prob. oc-

curred first in compounds whose second element

began with a labial (as in line-bark, line-bast,

etc.)

limehouse, n., defamation of one's political op-

ponents. — Named after the borough Lime-

house, near London, where David Lloyd George

(1863-1944) delivered a speech July 30, 1909.

limejuicer, n. (slang), 1) a British ship; 2) an Eng-

lish sailor; 3) an Englishman. — Formed fr.

lime, the fruit, juice, and suflf. -er; so called from

the limejuice served on British ships to prevent

scurvy.

llmen, n., the threshold of consciousness (psy-

891 Limonium

c/io/.)— L. llmen, gen. liminis, 'threshold', prob.

rel. to limes, gen. llmitis, 'boundary, limit'. See

limit and -men and cp. lintel, eliminate, prelimi-

nary, postliminy, sublime, subliminal.

Limerick, n., a nonsense verse of five lines, usu-

ally rhyming aabba.— So called after the Irish

place name Limerick, which is mentioned in the

refrain of a similar verse. (The refrain runs:

"Will you come up to LimerickV)
limes, n., boundary. — L. limes. See limit.

lime tree, the linden tree. — See lime, 'the linden

tree'.

limey, n. (slang), 1) an English sailor; 2) an
Englishman.— Shortened fr. limejuicer. For the

ending see adj. suff. -y.

Limicolae, n. pi., a group of wading birds (orni-

thol.)— ModL., lit. 'mud dwellers', compound-
ed of L. limus, 'slime, mud, mire', and colere, 'to

till (the ground), inhabit'. For the first element

see limno-, for the second see colony.

liminal, adj., pertaining to, or situated at, the U-

men. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. llmen,

gen. liminis. See limen.

limit, n. — ME. timite, fr. MF. (= F.) limite, fr.

L. limitem, ace. of limes, 'boundary, limit',

which prob. stands for *llm-it, lit. 'crossway',

and is compounded of limus, 'aslant, sidelong',

and *it-, 'going', from the stem oied, ire, 'to go'.

L. limus is prob. rel. to L. limen, 'threshold',

both these words being prob. derived fr. L-E.

base *lei-, 'to bend, be movable', whence also

ON. limr, OE. lim, 'member'. See limb, 'mem-
ber', and cp. Limulus, lituus, oblique. For the

second element in limit see itinerate. Cp. also

delimit, delimitate.

limit, tr. v.— ME. limiten, fr. MF. (= F.) limiter,

fr. L. llmitdre, 'to bound, limit, fix', fr. limes,

gen. llmitis. See limit, n.

Derivatives: limit-able, adj., limit-ed, adj., limit-

ed-ly, adv., Umit-ed-ness, n., limit-er, n., limit-

-ing, adj.

limitary, adj., serving as a limit, limited. — L.

Umitaris, fr. Umes, gen. llmitis. See limit, n., and
-ary.

Derivative: limitar-ian, n., one who limits.

limitation, n. — ME. Umitacioun, fr. L. llmitdtio,

gen. -onis, 'a fixing', fr. Umitdtus, pp. of llmitdre.

See limit, v. and n., and -ation.

limitative, adj. — F. limitatif(km. limitative), fr.

ML. limildtivus, 'limiting', fr. L. Umitdtus, pp.

of limitdre. See limit, v. and n., and -ive.

limitless, adj. — Formed fr. limit, n., and suff.

-less; first used by the English poet, statesman

and soldier Sir Philip Sidney (1554-86) in 1581.

Derivatives: Umittess-ly, adv., Umitless-ness, n.

limitrophe, adj., bordering, adjacent. — F. Umi-
trophe, fr. Late L. limitrophus, 'set apart for the

support of troups', a hybrid coined fr. L. Umes,
gen. llmitis, 'boundary, limit', and Gk. Tpo96(;,

'feeder', fr. TpE9eiv, 'to feed, nourish'. See limit,

n., and tropblc.Late L. limitrophus is shortened

fr. *llmitotrophus (see haplology).

limma, n., a semitone (pros.) — Late L., fr. Gk.
Xsi(i(xa, 'a semitone', lit. 'a remainder', from
the stem of Xectco, 'I leave', which stands for

*leiq^o, and is cogn. with L. linquo (for *li-n-

q"o), 'I leave, abandon', both deriving fr. I.-E.

base *Uq^-, 'to let, leave', whence also OE. Idn,

'loan', Isenan, 'to lend'. See loan and cp. words
there referred to. For the ending see suff. -ma.

limn, tr. v., to illuminate. — ME. limnen, fr. lu-

minen, which is aphetic for enluminen, fr. MF.
enluminer, 'to illuminate', fr. OF. enluminer, 'to

light up, make brilliant', fr. en, 'in' (see 1st en-),

and L. lUmindre, 'to illuminate'. See illuminate.

Derivatives: limn-er, n., limn-ery, n.

limn-, form of limno- before a vowel.

Limnanthaceae, n. pi., the false-mermaid family

(bot.)— ModL., lit. 'marsh flower family', com-
pounded of limno-, Gk. av-S-og, 'flower' (see

anther), and suff. -aceae.

limnanthaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

limnetic, adj., pertaining to, or inhabiting, fresh

water.— Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. Xi[j.vyit7](;,

'living in marshes', fr. Xi\vjrj. See limno- and cp.

next word.

Limnetis, n. a genus of crustaceans (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk.Xijxv^Tii;, fem. of Xiixv/jrif)?, 'liv-

ing in marshes'. See prec. word.

limno-, before a vowel limn-, combining form
meaning 'marsh, marshy lake'. — Gk. Xijjivo-,

Xifiv-, fr. Xt[jLV7), 'marsh, pool, lake', which is

rel. to Xt^TjV, 'harbor, haven', Xetixcov, 'a moist,

grassy meadow', and prob. cogn. with L. limus,

'shme, mud, mire'. See slime and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. lime, 'birdlime'. Cp. also

limnetic, limonite, Limonium, Lymnaea, and the

first element in Limicolae and in Limosella.

Limnobium, n., a genus of plants, the American
frogbit (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Xtvfxopioi;, 'liv-

ing in lakes', which is compounded of Xi|j,vT],

'pool, lake', and ^io<;, 'life'. See limno- and bio-.

limnology, n., the study of fresh waters, esp. of

ponds and lakes. — Compounded of limno- and

Gk. -XoyioL, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: limnolog-ic, limnolog-ic-al, adjs.,

limnolog-ic-al-ly, adv., limnolog-ist, n.

limonene, n., a terpene of lemonlike odor (chem.)

— Formed with suff. -ene fr. ModL. Umdnum,
'lemon', fr. F. limon. See lemon and cp. lime, 'a

fruit'.

limonite, n., hydrous ferric oxide (mineral.) — G.
Limonit, lit. 'meadow ore', coined by Hausmann
in 1813 fr. Gk. y.ev^civ, 'meadow', and suff. -it.

Gk. Xetjjtcov is rel. to a!,[j.y)v, 'harbor', Xijivy;,

'marsh, pool, lake'; suff. -/( goes back to Gk.
-ITT);. See limno- and subst. suff. -ite. For sense

development cp. its former German name Wie-
senerz, lit. 'meadow ore'.

Derivative: limonit-ic, adj.

Limonium, n., a genus of plants, the sea lavender
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(^hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Xsificiviov, 'the sea

lavender', fr. Xeiixciiv, 'meadow'. See prec.

word and Ist-ium.

Limosella, n., a genus of plants, the mudwort

(^,o/.) _ ModL., compounded of L. timus,

'slime, mud, mire', and sella, 'seat', which

stands for *sed-ld, from the stem of sedere, 'to

sit'. For the first element see limno-, for the

second see sedentary and cp. subsellium.

limousine, n., a large automobile, orig. with a

closed compartment. — F., prop. fem. of the

adjective limousin, 'of Limousin', used as a

noun, fr. Limousin, name of an old province in

Central France.

limp, adj., flaccid, drooping.— Related to MHG.

lampen, 'to hang down', and to limp, v. Cp.

blimp.

Derivatives : limp-ly, adv., limp-ness, n.

Ump, intr. v., to walk lamely. — Related to OE.

lemp-healt, 'halting', MHG. limpfen, 'to limp',

lampen, 'to hang down', and cogn. with OI. Idm-

bate, 'hangs down', lambah, 'hanging down', L.

limbus (for *lembos), 'hem, border', Du. lamp,

'piece, mass', fr. I.-E. base *U)lab-, *<.s)leb-,

'slack, loose; to hang down', whence also OE.

slxpan, 'to sleep'. See sleep and cp. limp, 'flaccid'.

Cp. also limb, 'edge, border', lumber, 'to move

clumsily', lump, 'mass'.

Derivatives: limp, n., limp-er, n., limp-ing, adj.,

limp-ing-ly, adv., limp-ing-ness, n.

limpet, n., a marine gastropod moUusk. — ME.

lempet, fr. OE. lempedu, fr. ML. lampreda, 'lim-

pet, lamprey'. See lamprey,

limpid, adj., clear; transparent. — F. limpide, fr.

L. limpidus, 'clear', fr. limpa, lumpa, 'water god-

dess; water' (see lymph). L. limpidus orig. meant

'as clear as water'. It was influenced in form by

liquidus, 'flowing, fluid'.

Derivatives: limpid-ly, adv., limpid-ness, a.

limpidity, n. — F. limpidite, fr. Late L. limpidita-

tem, ace. of limpiditds, 'clarity', fr. L. limpidus.

See prec. word and -ity.

Limulus, n., the genus of the king crab (zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. limulus, 'somewhat askance', di-

min. of limus, 'askance', which is prob. rel. to

limen, 'threshold', limes, 'boundary'. See limit,

n.

limy, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -y fr. lime,

'birdlime'.

Linaceae, n. pi., the flax family (io«.) — ModL.,

formed fr. Linum with suff. -aceae.

linaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

linage, lineage, n., number of printed lines on a

page. — Formed fr. line, 'string, cord', with

suff. -age.

Linaria, n., a genus of plants, the toadflax (hot.)

— ModL., fr. linum, 'flax' (see Limun) ; so called

from the resemblance of the foliage to flax. For

the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

linch, linchet, n., a strip ofunplowed land.— OE.

Mine, 'slope, hill', rel. to hUnian, 'to lean'. Sec

lean, 'to incline', and -ct and cp. Unkti.
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linchpin, n., a pin passing through the end of an

axletree.— Fr. earlier linspin, lit. 'axle pin'. The

first element of this compound derives fr. OE.

lynis, 'axletree', which is rel. to OS. lunisa, MLG.

lunse (whence G. Lunse), MDu. lunse. Ions

(whence Du. luns), 'axletree', and cogn. with

OI. anib (for *6lni), 'part of the leg above the

knee' ; see eU. For the second element see pin.

linctus, n., a sirupy medicine.— L. linctus, 'a lick-

ing', fr. linctus, pp. of lingere, 'to Uck'. See lick,

lindackerite, n., a complex nickel copper arsenate

(mineral.) — G. Lindackerit, named after the

19th-cent. Austrian chemist Joseph Lindacker,

who analyzed it. The ending -it goes back to

Gk. -Uric,; see subst. suff. -ite.

linden, n., the lime tree.— Prop, subst. use of the

obsol. adjective /mrfen, 'of linden wood', fr. ob-

sol. lind, 'linden tree', fr. OE. lind, which is rel.

to OS. linda, lindia, ON. lind, OHG. linta,

MHG., G. linde, 'the lime tree'. These words

prob. mean lit. 'the tree with pliant bast', and

derive fr. I.-E. base *lent-, 'flexible', whence also

dial. Russ. lut, 'lindenbast', Russ lutijo, 'a forest

ofUme trees', Voi.ht, 'switch, twig', Lith. lenta,

'board, plank', L. lentus, 'flexible', OE. lide,

'soft, mild, gentle'. See lentitude and cp. the

second element in Ethelinda. Cp. also lime,

'linden'.

line, n., flax {pbsol.)— ME., fr. OE. lln, 'flax'. See

linen,

line, n., a string, cord.— ME. ;
partly fr. F. ligne,

fr. L. linea, 'a linen thread, string, cord, line',

prop. fem. of the adj. Uneus, 'of linen', fr. linum,

'flax, linen' ;
partly fr. OE. line, 'cord, rope, line',

which prob. derives fr. OE. lln, 'flax'. See linen

and cp. line, 'flax'. Cp. also aUineate, collimate,

curviUnear, interline, interlineage, lineament,

linear, lingerie, rectilinear.

Derivatives: lined, liner (qq.v.)

line, tr. v., to mark with lines; intr. v., to form a

line— ME. linen, fr. line. See prec. word.

line, tr. v., to cover the inner side of. — Orig. 'to

cover with linen. See line, 'flax'.

Derivatives: lined (,q.\.), Un-er, n., lining (q.v.)

lineage, n,, lineal descent, pedigree. — ME. lig-

nage, linage, fr. OF. lignage, fr. VL. *llnedticum,

fr. L. linea, 'line'. See line, 'string, cord', and

-age.

lineage, n. — A var. spelling of linage.

lineal, adj.— ME., fr. Late L. linedlis, 'pertaining

to a line', fr. L. linea, 'line'. See line, 'string,

cord', and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: lineal, n., lineal-ity, n., lineal-ly,

adv.

lineament, n. .feature ; contour.—M B.liniament, Ir.

L. lineamentum, 'stroke made with a pen ;
a fea-

ture, Uneament', {i.pnedre,'to reduce to a straight

line', fr. linea. See line, 'string, cord', and -ment.

Unear, adj. — L. linearis, 'pertaining to a line or

lines, consisting of a line or lines', fr. linea. See

line, 'string, cord', and -ar and cp. collinear.

•Derivative: linear-ly, adv.
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lineate, adj., marked with lines.— L. linedtus, pp.

of llneare, 'to make into a straight line', fr. linea,

'hne'. See line, 'string, cord', and adj. suff.

-ate.

lineation, n.— ME. lineacion, fr. L. linedtio, gen.

-onis, 'the making into a straight line, the draw-

ing of lines', fr. linedtus, pp. of linedre. See prec.

word and -ion.

lined, adj., marked with lines. — Formed with

3rd suff. -ed fr. line, 'string, cord'.

lined, adj., provided with a lining. — Pp. of line,

'to cover".

linen, n. and adj. — Orig. an adjective in the

sense of 'made of flax' ; ME., fr. OE. linen, fr.

lin, 'flax', which is rel. to OS., ON., OHG. lin,

'flax, linen', MHG. linin, linen, 'linen' (adj.), G.

Leinen and Linnen, 'linen' (n.), Goth, lein, 'lin-

en cloth'. These words are prob. borrowed fr.

L. linum, 'flax, linen', which, together with Gk.
Xtvov, of s.m., prob. derives from a non-Indo-

European source. Cp. Lith. //nar(pl.), 'flax, linen',

Russ. ten (gen. Una), of s.m., which are prob.

borrowed fr. Gk. XTvov. Alb Vi-ri, Gheg Vi-ni,

and possibly also Com., Bret, lin, W. llin, 'flax'

are Latin loan words. See line, 'string, cord', and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also crinoline,

gridelin, linon, linnet, linoleum, linseed, lint,

Linum.

Derivatives : Unen-ette, n., linen-ize, tr. v., linen-

iz-er, n.

liner, n., a ship belonging to a line of steamships.

— Formed fr. line, 'string, cord', with agential

suff. -er.

ling, n., a seafish allied to the cod. — ME. lenge,

rel. to ON. langa, Du. leng, G. Ldnge, 'ling', lit.

'the long fish', and to OE. long, 'long'. See long,

adj.

ling, n., the common heather. — ME. lyng, fr.

ON. lyng (whence Dan. lyng, Swed. Ijung),

'heather', rel. to Ofi.slyngva, 'to throw,sling',and

to OE. slingen, 'to creep'. See sling, 'to throw'.

Derivative; ling-y, adj.

-ling, subst. suff. meaning belonging to or having

the quality o/(as in earthling, darling), or having

diminutive of depreciatory force (as in duckling,

gosling, resp. in lordling, underling).— ME., fr.

OE. -ling, rel. to ON. -lingr, OHG., MHG.,
G. -ling, Goth, -tiggs. Cp. -ing, 'pertaining to'.

-ling, -lings, adv. suff. expressing direction as in

back-lings. — ME. -ling, -linges, fr. OE. -linge,

-linges (the -.r in -linges is the adv. genitive suff.)

;

prob. rel. to OE. long, 'long', hence derivatively

identical with suff. -long, by which it has now
been replaced.

linga, lingam, n., the phallic emblem under which
Siva is worshiped. — OI. liiiga, nom. lingam,

'mark, token, sign, emblem', lit. 'something at-

taching to an object'; of uncertain origin.

linger, intr. v.— Northern ME. lengeren, freq. of
tengen, 'to tarry', fr. OE. lengan, 'to prolong,

delay', fr. lang, 'long'. Cp. Du. lengen, 'to leng-

then', and see long, adj.

Derivatives : linger-er, n., linger-ing, adj., linger-

ing-ly, adv.

lingerie, n., linen goods.— F., fr. linge, 'linen', fr.

OF. linge, 'linen', fr. linge (adj.), 'of linen', fr. L.

Uneus, of s.m., fr. linum, 'linen'. See linen and

-ery.

lingo, n., language; dialect, jargon. — Provencal

lingo, lengo, 'tongue, language', fr. L. lingua. See

lingual.

lingot, n., an ingot (archaic).— F., formed by the

agglutination of the definite article le, /', from

Vingot, lit. Uhe ingot'. F. le derives fr. L. ille,

'that'. See ille and ingot. For the agglutination

of the article cp. lierre and words there referred

to.

lingua franca, a hybrid language consisting esp.

of Italian, Spanish, French and Greek elements.

— It., prop, 'the language of the Franks'. See

lingual and Frank.

lingual, adj. — ML. lingudlis, 'pertaining to the

tongue', fr. L. lingua, 'tongue, speech, language',

fr. OL. dingua, which is cogn. with OE. tunge,

Goth, tuggo, 'tongue'. See tongue and cp. lan-

guage, langued, languet, langue d'oc, langue d'oil,

lingo, lingula, dentilingual, bilingual, trilingual.

The change of </ (in OL. dingua) to / (in L. lingua)

was prob. due to dialectal influence (the so-

called 'Sabine /'); x^ lachrymal. It was facilitat-

ed by a folk-etymological association with

lingere, 'to lick', the tongue having been con-

ceived as 'the licking organ'.

Derivatives : lingual, n., a lingual sound, lingual-

ity, n., Ungual-ly, adv.

linguiform, adj., tongue-shaped. — Compounded
of L. lingua, 'tongue', and/orwa, 'form, shape'.

See lingual and form, n.

linguist, n. — A hybrid coined fr. L. lingua (see

lingual) and -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

Derivatives: linguist-ic, adj., linguist-ic-al-ly,

adv., linguistics (q.v.)

linguistics, n., the science of language. — See

prec. word and -ics.

lingula, n., a tonguelike part (armt. and zool^ —
L., 'a little tongue', dimin, of lingua, 'tongue'.

See lingual and -ule and cp. ligule.

Ungulate, adj., tongue-shaped. — L. linguldtus,

'tongue-shaped, lingulate', fr. lingula, 'little

tongue'. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate and

cp ligulate.

linguo-, combining form meaning lingual, lin-

gually. — Fr. L. lingua, 'tongue'. See lingual.

liniment, n., an oily liquid for applying to the

skin.— ME. lynyment, fr. Late L. linimentum, fr.

L. Iinjre, a secondary form of linere, 'to daub,

besmear, anoint', which stands for *li-nere and

is cogn. with OI. lindli, Idyate, Ifyate, liyati,

'adheres to; slips into; disappears', Gk. aX(-

VEiv, 'to anoint, besmear', Olr. as-leinamm,

'I soil', leinam, 'I follow' (lit. 'I stick to'); fr.

I.-E. base *(s)lei-, 'slime, slimy, sticky', whence
also OE. slim, 'slime'. See slime and -ment and
cp. lime, 'birdlime'. Cp. also delete. The change
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of L. lin^re (3rd conj.) to linlre (4th conj.) is

prob. due to the influence of pollre, 'to polish'.

linin, n., a bitter white substance obtained from

the purging flax (chem.) — Formed with chem.

suff. -in fr. L. linum, 'flax, linen'. See Linum.

lining, n. — Formed fr. line, 'to cover', with -ing,

suff. forming verbal nouns.

link, n., ring of a chain. — ME. linke, of Scand.

origin; cp. Swed. lank, 'ring', and ON. hlekkr,

'chain, link', which are rel. to OE. hlence, 'link,

(pi.) armor', MHG. linken, G. lenken, 'to bend,

turn, lead', fr. I.-E. base *qleng-, 'to bend'. See

lank.

Derivatives: link, tr. v., to join together with or

as with a link; intr. v., to join, link-age, n.

link, n., a torch.— Prob. fr. ML. linchinus, sec-

ondary form of lichinus, 'wick', fr. Gk. Xux>'0S,

'portable light, lamp', which stands for *luqs-

nos and derives fr. I.-E. base *leuq-, 'to emit

Ught, shine'. See light, 'brightness', and cp. lune.

links, n. pi., sand hills; a golf course. — OE.

Mine, 'slope, hill', rel. to OE. hlinian, 'to lean'.

See lean, 'to incline', and cp. linch, llnchet.

linn, n., a waterfall. — Prob. a blend of OE.

hlynn, 'torrent', and W. llyn, 'pool, pond'.

Linnaea, n., a genus of plants, the twinflower

(to/.)— ModL., named after Linnaeus. See next

word.

Linnaean, Linnean, adj., pertaining to the system

or method of Linnaeus.— Formed fr. Linnaeus,

Latinized form of Linne, name of the great Swe-

dish botanist (1707-78). For the ending see suff.

-ean.

linnet, n., a small singing bird of the finch family.

OF. (F. linot, linotte), fr. lin, 'flax', fr. L.

linum, of s.m. (see Linum, line, 'string, cord');

so called because it feeds on the seeds of flax.

linoleum, n.— Orig. 'solidified oil' ; coined by the

English inventor Frederick Walton in 1863, fr.

L. linum, 'flax', and oleum, 'oil'. See Linum and

oleo-.

linotype, n. — Contraction of line o' type. See

line, 'string, cord', and type.

Linsang, n., a genus of long-tailed catlike mam-

mals of S. Asia (zool.) — ModL., fr. Javanese

native word.

linseed, n., seeds of flax. — ME. linsed, fr. OE.

linsBd. See line, 'flax', and seed,

linsey-woolsey, n., a coarse cloth made of wool or

cotton.— The first element derives fr. Lindsey,

a village in Suff'olk (England). The second ele-

ment is formed fr. wool, on analogy of linsey,

which was supposed to be formed fr. Un(en)

with the alleged suiT. -sey.

linstock, n., formerly, a staff used for firing can-

non. — Du. lontstok, compounded of lont,

'match', and stok, 'stick'. See lunt and stock,

lint, n., soft linen used for dressing wounds.—

ME. lynt, linnet, fr. L. linteum, 'linen cloth',

prop. neut. of the adjective linteus, 'of linen', fr.

linum, 'flax'. See linen and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: lint-en, llnt-y, adjs.

lintel, n.— ME., fr. OF. lintel (F. linteau), var. of

lintier, fr. VL. *llmitaris, which is a blend of L.

Itmindris, 'pertaining to the threshold', and

limes, gen. limitis, 'boundary'. See limen, limit,

lintonite, n., a variety of thomsonite (mineral:)—
Named after the American scientist Miss Laura

A. Linton (died in 1915), who analyzed it. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Linum, n., a genus of plants (6or.) — L. linum,

'flax'. See linen and cp. line, 'string, cord', and

words there referred to.

liny, adj., marked with lines. — Formed fr. line,

'string, cord', with adj. suff. -y.

lie-, a var. of leio-.

lion, n. — ME. lion, lean, fr. OF. (= F.) lion, fr.

L. leonem, ace. of leo, fr. Gk. Xscov, 'lion', which

is of uncertain, possibly Semitic, origin; cp.

Heb. Idbht', Akkad. labbu, 'lion'. Cp. also Ho-

meric Xt;, 'lion', which is prob. a loan word fr.

Heb. Idyish, 'lion'. OE. leo, OHG. lewo, lewo

(whence MHG. leu, lewe, G. Lowe), Goth. *liwa

(whence OSlav. livO), Olr. leon (gen. pi.), Mir.

leo, OCo. leu, W. Hew, 'lion', are Latin loan

words. Cp. Lionel, chameleon, codling, Lyon, 'a

variant of apple', dandelion, Leander, Leonard,

Leontodon, Leonurus, leopard, leu, lev, panta-

loon,

lioncel, n., a young lion. — OF. tioncei (F. lion-

ceau), dimin. of lion. See lion.

Lionel, masc. PN.— F., lit. 'young lion'. See lion,

lionesque, adj., resembling a lion. — A hybrid

formed fr. lion with -esque, a suff. of Italian, ult.

Teut. origin.

lioness, n., a female lion. — Formed fr. lion with

suff. -ess.

lionism, n., the practise of lionizing. — A hybrid

coined fr. lion with -ism, a suff. of Greek origin.

lionize, tr. v., to treat as a lion; intr. v., to visit

the sights (lit. 'the lions') of a place.— A hybrid

coined fr. lion with -ize, a suff. of Greek origin.

Derivative: lioniz-ation, n.

lip, n. — ME. lippe, fr. OE. lippa, rel. to OFris.

lippa, MDu. lippe (whence F. lippe, 'thick lower

lip'), Du. lip, OHG. lefs, MHG. lefs, lefse, dial.

G. Lefze (G, Lippe is borrowed fr. LG.), Swed.

lapp, Dan. Isebe, 'lip', and prob. cogn. with L.

labium, labrum, 'lip', and prob. also with Toch. A
lym-, 'lip'. Cp. labial, labrum.

Derivatives: lip, v. (q.v.), lip-less, adj.

lip, tr. v., to touch with the lips, to kiss. — Fr.

lip, n. ; first used by Shakespeare.

Derivative: lipp-ed, adj.

lipar-, form of liparo- before a vowel.

Liparis, n., a genus of plants, the twayblade {bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. XtTrapo?, 'oily, fat, greasy'.

See liparo-,

liparo-, before a vowel lipar-, combining form

meaning 'oily'. — Gk. Xmapo-, XiTrap-, fr.

XiTtapA?, 'oily, fat, greasy', fr. Xitio;, 'fat,

grease'. See Upo-, 'fat'.

Ifparold, adj., fatty.— Compounded of lipar- and

Lirioaenaron

Gk. -ociSyj;, 'like', fr. eTSoi;, 'form, shape'. See

-oid.

lipase, n., a class of enzymes (biochem.)— Form-
ed with suff. -ase fr. Gk. TJ-koc, 'fat, grease'.

See lipO", 'fat'.

lipide, lipid, n., any of a group of organic sub-

stances comprising the fats. — F. lipide, coined

fr. Gk. Xmo;, 'fat' (see lipo-, 'fat'), and chem.

suff. -ide.

lipo-, combining form meaning 'fat', as in lipo-

tysis. — Gk. aitto-, fr. Xijrog, 'fat, grease',

which is cogn. with L. lippus, 'blear-eyed', OE,
be-lifan, 'to remain'. See leave, v., and cp. Li-

paris, lipoma.

lipo-, combining form meaning 'lacking', as in

lipography. — From the stem of Gk. "kzuzsa^ax,

'to be lacking', passive of Xsmsiv, 'to leave'.

See loan.

lipography, n., omission of a letter or syllable in

writing. — Compounded of lipo-, 'lacking', and

Gk. -Ypa9ta, fr. yp(x9Etv, 'to write'. See

-graphy.

lipoid, n., a fatlike substance. — Coined fr. Gk.
AtTToc, 'fat', and -osiStji;, 'like', fr. elSoi; 'form,

shape'. See lipo-, 'fat', and -oid.

lipolysis, n., decomposition of fat.— Compound-
ed of Upo-, 'fat', and Gk. Xucri?, 'a loosing,

loosening, setting free; dissolution'. See -lysis.

lipolytic, adj., pertaining to, or causing, lipolysis.

— Compounded of lipo-, 'fat', and -lytic.

lipoma, n., a fatty tumor (med.) — Medical L.,

coined by the French physician Alexis Littre

(1658-1726), fr. Gk. Xmoq, 'fat, grease'. See

lipo-, 'fat", and -oma.

ipothymia, n., a fainting (merf.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. Xi-o0ij(j,(a, 'swoon', fr. XiTiO'&Oii.stv, 'to

fall into a swoon, to faint', which is compound-
ed of the base of XciTrEtj^ai, 'to be lacking',

and ^Ujjioc 'spirit, mind, soul'. For the first

element see lipo-, 'lacking', for the second see

thio-.

Upper, n., a slight ruffling of the sea. — Prob. rel.

to ON. hleypa, 'to cause to leap', and to E. leap

(q.v.)

Lippia, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,
named after the Italian naturalist Agostino

Lippi. For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

liquate, ir. v., to separate the more fusible sub-

stance from the less fusible. — Orig. 'to melt',

fr. L. liqudtus, pp. of liqudre, 'to make liquid, to

melt', from the stem of liquere, 'to be liquid'.

See liquid and verbal suff. -ate.

liquation, n., the process of liquating. — Late L.

tiquatio, gen. -onis, fr. L. liqudtus, pp. of liqudre.

See prec. word and -ion.

liquefacient, adj., making liquid. — L. liquefa-

ciens, gen. -enlis, pres. part, of liquefacere. See

liquefy and -facient.

Derivative : liquefacient, n.

liquefaction, n. — Late L. liquefactio, gen. -dnis,

fr. L. liquefactus, pp. of liquefacere. See next

word and -ation.

liquefy, tr. and intr. v., to change into a liquid.—
MF. (= F.) liqudfier, fr. L. liquefacere, 'to make
liquid, to melt', which is compounded of liquere,

'to be liquid', and facere, 'to make, do' (but as-

similated in form to the numerous French verbs

ending in -fier). See liquid and fact and cp. -fy.

Derivatives: liquefi-able, adj., liquefi-er, n.

liquescent, adj., tending to become liquid. — L.

liquescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of liquescere,

'to become liquid, to melt', inchoative of liquere,

'to be liquid'. See liquid and -escent and cp. de-

liquesce, deliquescent.

liqueur, n., any of certain alcoholic liquors sweet-

ened and flavored.— F., fr. L. liquorem, ace. of

liquor, 'a fluid, liquid' . See liquor.

Derivative: liqueur, tr. v.

liquid, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) liquide, fr. L.

liquidus, 'flowing, fluid, liquid, clear', fr. liquere,

'to be fluid, be liquid', which is rel. to lix, gen.

licis, 'ashes', lixa, 'water; lye' ,
prdlixus, 'extend-

ed', orig. 'flowing forward', and prob. cogn.

with Olr.fliuch, 'moist, wet', OW. gulip, ModW.
gwlyb, of s.m., W. glwith, 'dew', MBret. gloeb,

ModBret. gleb, 'moist, wet'. Cp. lixiviate, prolix.

Derivatives: liquid, n., liquidate (q.v.), liquid-ly,

adv., liquid-ness, n.

Liquidambar, n., a genus of trees, the sweet gum
tree (bot.)— A ModL. hybrid coined fr. L. li-

quidus, 'fluid', and Arab, dnbar, 'amber'. See

liquid and amber.

liquidate, tr. and intr. v.— ML. liquiddtus, pp. of

liquiddre, 'to liquidate', fr. L. liquidus. See

liquid and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: liquidat-ion, n., liquidat-or, n.

liquiditiy, n. — L. liquiditds, fr. liquidus. See

liquid and -ity.

liquor, n., 1) any liquid substance; 2) any bever-

age; specif, an alcoholic beverage. — ME. li-

kour, licur, fr. OF. licour, licur (F. liqueur), fr.

L. liquorem, ace. of liquor, 'a fluid, liquid', which

is rel. to liquere. See liquid and -or and cp. li-

queur, which is a doublet of liquor.

Derivatives : liquor, tr. and intr. v., liquorish

(q.v.)

liquorice, n. — See licorice.

liquorish, adj., fond of liquor. — Formed fr. li-

quor with suff. -ish.

Derivatives: liquorish-ly, adv., tiquorish-ness, n.

liquorish, adj. — A var. of lickerish.

lira, n., an Italian silver coin and monetary unit.

— It., 'pound', fr. L. libra. See libra and cp.

words there referred to.

lirella, n., in lichens, the narrow shield with a

furrow along the middle (bot.) — ModL., di-

min. ofL. lira, 'theearlh ihrown up between two

furrows, furrow', whence </e/irare, 'to turn aside

from the furrow; to deviate, become deranged,

crazy, dehrious'. See delirium and -ella.

Derivatives: lirell-ate, lirell-ous, adjs.

Liriodendron, n., a genus of trees, the tulip tree

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. Xcipiov,

'lily', and S^vSpov, 'tree'. See lily and dendro-.



liripipe

liripipe,Uripoop, n., the tail at the back of a hood

(hist.) — ML. liripipium, of uncertain origin.

lisbon, n., a kind of sweet wine. — Prop, 'wine

shipped from Lisbon', the capital of Portugal.

lisle thread. — From Lisle, original spelling of

Lille, town in France, where it was first made.

The town derived its name fr. OF. I'iste (F.

I'tle), 'the island', in allusion to its geographical

situation.

lisp, intr. and tr. v. — ME. lispen, fr. OE. -wlis-

pian, 'to stammer, lisp'. fr. wlisp, 'lisping', which

is of imitative origin. Cp. MDu., Du., OHG.,

MHG. lispen (whence the dimin. lispeln), Dan.

Ixspe, Swed. Idspa, dial. Norw. leispa, which

all are imitative.

Derivatives: lisp, n. (q.v.), Hsp-er, n., lisp-ing, n.

lisp, n. — OE. wlisp. See lisp, v.

lissome, adj. — For lithesome.

Ust, n., border of doth, selvage. — ME. liste, fr.

OE. liste, rel. to ON. llsta, MLG. liste, Du. lijst,

OHG. lista, MHG. liste, G. Leiste, 'border, sel-

vage'; prob. cogn. with Alb. re&, 'raised bor-

der',

list, n. (usually in the pi.), enclosed ground;

ground for holding tournaments. — A blend of

list, 'border of cloth', and OF. lice, 'barrier,

lists', which itself is prob. borrowed fr. Teut.

;

cp. OHG. lista, 'border, selvage', and see prec.

word.

list, n., a catalog. — F. liste, 'list, roll, catalog',

orig. 'strip of paper', fr. It. lista, which is a

Teut. loan word. Cp. OHG. lista, 'border, sel-

vage', and see Ust, 'border of cloth'.

Derivatives: list, tr. v., to make a list of, list-er,

n., list-ing, n.

list, n., inclination (naut.)— Of uncertain origin;

perh. fr. list, 'to be pleased', taken in the sense

'to incline to'.

Derivative: list, tr. and intr. v.

list, intr. v., to be pleased; to desire (obsol.) —
ME. lusten, listen, 'to please, desire', fr. OE.

lystan, of s.m., fr. lust, 'pleasure, desire'. See

lust,

list, intr. and tr. v., to listen {archaic). — ME.

listen, fr. OE. hlystan. See listen,

listen, intr. v.— ME. listnen, a blend of ME. listen

(fr. OE. hlystan, 'to hear, listen', fr. hlyst, 'a

hearing'), and OE. hlysnan, 'to listen'.which isrel.

to OE. hlosnian, 'to listen in suspense', OHG.

hlosen, 'to listen', *hlusken (whence MHG.
luschen, G. lauschen), 'to listen' (cp. also ON.

Must, 'hearing; ear', hlusta, 'to listen', Swed.

lystra, Du. luisteren, OHG. lUstren, 'to listen'),

and cogn. with OSlav. slysati, slusati, 'to hear',

Lith. klausau, klausyti, 'to hear', Olr. cluas,

'ear', OI. srofati, 'hears, obeys', fr. I.-E.

*'kleu-s-, an -5-enlargement of base "kleu-, 'to

hear', whence Gk. yXiac,, 'rumor, fame', OE.

Mud, 'loud'. See loud and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: listen, a., listen-er, n., listen-ing,

adj. and n.

Ustera, n., a genus of plants, the twayblade (.hot.)

— ModL., named after the EngUsh naturalist

Martin Lister (1638-171 1).

listerine, n., an antiseptic. — Named after the

English surgeon Lord Joseph Lister (1827-

1912). For the ending see chem. suff. -ine.

listerize, tr. v., to use an antiseptic during opera-

tions. — Named after Lord Lister. See prec.

word and -ize.

Ustiess, adj., languidly indifferent. — Formed fr.

list, 'to be pleased', with suff. -less.

Derivatives: listless-ly, adv., listless-ness, n.

lit, past tense and pp. of the verb light.

Utany, n., form of prayer,— ME. letanie, fr. ML.

litania, fr. Gk.XiTravetS, 'prayer, entreaty, sup-

plication', fr. XiTaveusiv, 'to pray, entreat, sup-

plicate', fr. XiTavo?, 'praying, entreating, sup-

pliant', fr. XiTT), 'prayer, supplication', which is

of uncertain origin. L. litdre, 'to sacrifice under

auspicious signs', is prob. a denominative verb

fr. *lita, fr. Gk. XiTif].

litchi, n., the fruit of a Chinese tree (Litchi chinen-

sis). — Chinese.

-lite, combining form meaning 'stone", used esp.

in geology, mineralogy and paleontology (cp.

e.g. foralite, chrysolite, graptolite). — F. -lite, a

var. of -lithe, fr. Gk. Xi&oq,, 'stone'. See litho-

and cp. -lith.

liter, litre, n., a measure of capacity. — F. litre,

fr. earlier litron, 'an old measure for grain', fr.

ML. litra, 'a liquid measure', fr. Gk. Alxpa, 'a

pound'. See litra.

literacy, n. — Formed fr. literate with suff. -cy.

Uteral, adj. — ME., fr. MF. literal (F. litte-

ral), fr. L. litteralis (literdlis), 'pertaining to a

letter', fr. littera (litera), 'letter'. See letter and

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: literal-ism, n., literal-ist, n. and adj.,

literal-ist-ic, adj., titeral-ity, n., literal-ize, tr. v.,

literal-iz-ation, n., literal-ly, adv., literal-ness, n.

literary, adj. — L. litterarius (literdrius), 'per-

taining to reading and writing', fr. littera, 'letter'.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives; literari-ly, adv., literari-ness, n.

Uterate, adj., learned, educated; n., an educated

person.— L. litteratus (literdtus), 'learned, edu-

cated', lit. 'one who knows the letters', fr. littera

{litera), 'letter'. See letter and adj. suff. -ate and

cp. llteratus.

literati, n. pi., men of letters. — L. iitterSti {lite-

rati), pi. oi litteratus {literdtus). See literatus.

Uteratim, adv., letter by letter; literally. — L. lit-

terdtim {literatim), formed fr. littera {litera),

'letter', with adv. suff. -dtim. See letter. For suff.

-dtim see gradatim and cp. words there referred

to.

Uterature, n. — ME. litterature, fr. L. Htterdtura

(literdtura), 'writing; grammar; learning, schol-

arship', fr. littera {litera), -letter'. See letter and

-lire.

Uteratus, n., a learned person. — L. litteratus {11-

terStus), 'learned, educated'. See literate andcp.

literatL

897 lithotrity

lith, n., a limb, a joint. — ME., fr. OE. lid. See

limb, 'member', and cp. lay figure.

lith-, form of litho- before a vowel.

-lith, combining form meaning 'stone', used esp.

in archaelogy, biology and medicine (as in eolith,

chololith);m geology, mineralogy, and paleontol-

ogy, -lite is the regular combining form. — F.

-lithe, fr. Gk. Xi&o;, 'stone'. See litho- and cp. -lite.

litharge, n., lead monoxide. — ME. litarge, fr.

OF. litarge (F. litharge), fr. L. lithargyrus, fr.

Gk. Xi&dtpyupoi;, 'vitrified lead, lead monoxide',

lit. 'stone silver', fr. Xt^oq, 'stone', and fipyupoi;,

'silver'. See litho- and argent.

lithe, adj., flexible, supple. — ME. lithe, lith, fr.

OE. lide, 'soft, mild, gentle', rel. to OS. llthi,

OHG. lindi, MHG. linde, G. lind, ON. linr, fr.

I.-E. base *lent-, 'flexible', whence also L. len-

tus, 'flexible, pliant; slow', and prob. also ON.,

OE. lind, 'linden tree', lit. 'the tree with pliant

bast'. See lentitude, and cp. linden.

Derivatives: lithe-ly, adv., lithe-ness, n., lithe-

some (q.v.)

lither, adj., bad, wicked {obsol.); lazy {dial.) ; flex-

ible, pliant {archaic). — ME., 'bad, wicked', fr.

OE. lydre, 'base, bad, wicked', rel. to MLG.
luder, 'a lewd fellow', G. liederlich, 'lewd', OE.
loddere, 'beggar'. See loiter.

Derivatives : Uther-ly, adv., lither-ness, n.

lithesome, adj. — Formed fr. lithe with suff.

-some. Cp. lissom.

lithia,n., the oxide of lithium {chem.) — ModL.,
changed fr. lithion (an earlier name for lithia),

which was formed fr. Gk. Xti>siov, neut. of

Xi^Eio;, 'stony', fr. XiS-o?, 'stone'; see litho-.

The name was suggested by the Swedish chem-

ist. Baron Jons Jakob Berzelius (1779-1848)

for the fixed alkali discovered by his pupil Johan
August Arfvedson (1792-1841) in 1817, owing
to the former's belief that this oxide occurred

only in minerals.

lithiasis, n., the formation of calculi in the body
{med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. Xidtaaic, lit.

'disease of the stone', formed fr. XtS-oq, 'stone'

(see litho-), and suff. -a(Ti(; (see -asis).

lithic, adj., of, or pertaining to, stone. — Gk.
At^ixoc, 'of, or pertaining to, stone', fr. Xt^oc,

'stone'. See litho- and -ic.

lithium, n., name of a silver-white metallic ele-

ment {chem.) — ModL., fr. lithia.

Derivatives: lithi-ate, tr. v., lith-ic, adj.

litho-, before a vowel lith-, combining form
meaning 'stone'. — Gk. Xtdo-, Xt^-, fr. Xi^o;,

'stone', of unknown origin. Cp. -lite, -lith.

Lithobius, n., a genus of myriapods {zool.) —
ModL., compounded of litho- and Gk. ^loc,,

'life'. See bio-.

Litbodes, n., a genus of crabs {zool.) — ModL.,
fr. Gk. AidtoSTji;, 'stonelike', which is com-
pounded of Xldoi;, 'stone', and -coSy)?, 'like'.

See litho- and -ode, 'like'.

lithodid, n., any of the crabs of the family Litho-

didae. — See next word.

Lithodidae, n., a family of crabs (zool.)— ModL.
See Lithodes and -idae.

lithograph, n., a print made by lithography; intr.

v., to make prints by lithography; tr. v., to rep-

roduce by lithography. — Back formation fr.

lithography. See -graph.

Derivative: lithograph-er, n.

lithography, n., the art or process of printing

from a prepared stone or metal plate. — Lit.

'writing on stone', compounded of litho- and

Gk. -ypaspta, fr. yp^^siv, 'to write'. See

-graphy.

Derivatives: lithograph-ic, adj., lithograph-ic-al-

ly, adv.

lithoid, adj., stonelike. — Gk. Xii^oeiSyj?, 'like a

stone', compounded of XiS-o?, 'stone', and

-ostSiT)!;, 'like', fr. sISot;, 'form, shape'. See

litho- and -oid.

lithology, n., the study of the formation of rocks.

— Compounded of litho- and Gk. -XoyiS, fr.

-Xdyo;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: litholog-ic, litholog-ic-al, adjs.,

litholog-ic-al-ly, adv.

lithomancy, n., divination by stones. — Com-
pounded of litho- and Gk. [jLavTEia, 'oracle, div-

ination'. See -mancy.

lithomarge, n., a variety of kaolin. — ModL.
lithomarga, a hybrid coined fr. Gk. \\^oc„

'stone', and L. marga, 'marl'. See litho- and marl.

lithontriptic, adj., destroying the calculi in the

bladder {med^ — Medical L. lithontripticus, for

lithonthrypticus, fr. Gk. Xt'Ocov S-puTtTiy.dc,

'(drugs) crushing stones'. Gk. Xi^tov is gen. pi.

of Xi^o?, 'stone' ; see litho-. Gk. -S-puTrTiy-a is

neut. pi. of ftpuTTTixoi;, 'able to crush', fr. &pu-

TTT^?, 'crushed', verbal adj. of S-puTixeiv, 'to

crush' ; see drop, n. The spelling lithontriptic (for

lithonthryptic), arose from a confusion of Gk.

S-pu7iT6?, 'crushed', with TpiTTTi;, 'rubbed,

ground, pounded', verbal adj. of Tpfpeiv (see

trite).

Lithospermiun, n., a genus of plants, the grom-

well and the puccoon {bat.) — ModL., com-

pounded of litho- and Gk. <T7r£p|xa, 'seed' (see

sperm) ; so called in allusion to the hard nutlets.

litfaospbere, n., the solid part of the earth. —
Compounded of litho- and Gk. a9aipa, 'ball,

globe, sphere'. See sphere and cp. words there

referred to.

lithotomy, n., the operation of cutting for stone

in the bladder {surg.) — Late L. lithotomia, fr.

Gk. Xi^oTO[Aia, 'cutting for the stone', which is

compounded of Xt^o?, 'stone' (see litho-), and

-TOfiia, 'a cutting of, fr. TO|jtr), 'a cutting'.

See -tomy.

Derivatives: lithotom-ic, adj., lithotom-ist, n.

lithotrite, n., an instrument for performing litho-

trity. — Back formation fr. lithotrity.

littaotrity, n., operation of crushing a stone in the

bladder into very small pieces capable of being

voided naturally {surg.) — A hybrid coined fr.
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Gk. Xi^os, 'stone', and L. tritus, pp. of terere,

'to rub, bruise, crush'. See litho- and throw and

cp. trite.

Derivatives: lithotrit-ic, adj., lithotrit-y, n.

Lithuania, n.— Lith. Lietuvd, 'Lithuania', of un-

certain origin; perh. rel. to Lith. *lei-, 'to pour,

drop', fr. I.-E. base *lei-, 'to flow', whence pos-

sibly also L. litus, 'shore' ; see littoral. Accord-

ingly Lietuvd would lit. mean 'shoreland'. For

sense development cp. ML. Ripudrii, lit. 'people

living on the banks of a river' (see Ripuarians).

DeriwatWes: Lithuani-an, adj. andn.

litigant, adj., engaged in a lawsuit; n., a party in a

lawsuit. — F., fr. L. litigdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of lltigdre. See next word and -ant.

litigate, intr. v., to go to law; tr. v., to contest in a

lawsuit. — L. lUigdt-(urri), pp. stem of litigdre,

'to dispute, quarrel, strive', formed from the

term litem agere, lit. 'to lead a dispute or strife'.

Litem is the ace. of lis, 'dispute, quarrel, strife,

lawsuit'.forearlierjffe,which stands for*jf/-i"-;-i,

lit. 'that which is placed', fr. L-E. base *stel-,

'to place', whence also OL. stlocus, locus, 'place',

lit. 'where something is placed' . See locus and cp.

allege. For the etymology of L. agere see agent.

For the formation of L. lltigdre, fr. litem agere,

cp. h.jHrigdre, 'to quarrel, scold, chide', frJUre

agere (see objurgate).

Derivatives: litigation (q.v.), litigator (q.v.), liti-

gat-ory, adj.

litigation, n., the act of litigating; a lawsuit. —
Late L. litigdtio, gen. -onis, 'a dispute, quarrel',

fr. L. litigdt-{um), pp. stem of litigdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

litigator, n., one who litigates. — L. litigator, 'a

disputant', fr. litigdt-(um), pp. stem of litigdre.

See litigate and agential sufF. -or.

litigious, adj., quarrelsome. •— ME., fr. MF (=F.)

litigieux (fem. litigieuse), fr. L. litigidsus, 'full of

disputes; fond of disputes, quarrelsome', fr. li-

tigium, 'dispute, litigation', fr. litigdre. See liti-

gate and -ous.

Derivatives: litigious-ly, adv., litigious-ness, n.

litmus, n., a dyestuflf obtained from lichens. —
ON. Htmose, lit. 'lichen for dyeing', fr. litr, 'col-

or', and mosi, 'moss'. The first element is rel. to

OE. wlite, 'splendor, appearance, face, form',

OS. wliti, of s.m., OFris. wlite, 'exterior, form',

Goth, wlits, 'face, form', and to the second ele-

ment in OE. and-wlita, ON. and-lit, OFris. and-

lete, OHG. ant-lizzi, MHG. ant-litze, ant-lHtze,

G. Ant-litz,'face, countenance' (the first element

of these words is cogn. with L. ante, 'before', see

ante-), and to OE. ulitan, 'to look', wldtiart, 'to

gaze', ON. lila, 'to look', teita, 'to seek, search',

Goth, wlaitdn, 'to spy, look'. These words are

prob. rel. to Goth, wulpus, 'splendor', and cogn.

with L. voltus, vultus, 'expression of the face,

countenance, look', W. gweled, 'to see' and ult.

derive fr. I.-E. base *wel-, 'to gee*,

litotes, n., a figure ofrhetoricin which an aflBima-

tive is expressed by the negative of its opposite.

— Gk. >Xx6Tr\c„ 'plainness, simplicity', fr.

XiTdc, 'plain, simple', fr. I.-E. base *is)le(i)-,

'slimy, sticky, dauby, slippery', whence also Gk
Xeio? (for *X£Tfoi;), 'smooth*. See leio-.

litra, n., name ofa Greek weight and coin.— Gk.

XixpS (Dor. XiTpa), 'pound', fr. earlier *liprd,

whence also. L. libra, 'Roman pound'. Cp. libra,

Uter.

litre, n. — See liter.

Litsea, n., a genus of plants of the laurel family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. F. litse, fr. Chin, li tsai,

'cherry'.

litter, n., a portable bed. — ME. litere, liter, fr.

AF. litere, fr. OF. litiere (F. litiere), fr. VL. *lec-

tdria, fr. L. lectus, 'bed'. See lie, 'to recline'.

Derivatives: litter, tr. and intr. v., litter-y, adj.

little, adj. — ME. lutel, litel, fr. OE. lytel, which

is prob. orig. a dimin. of OE. lyt, 'little, few'

;

rel. to OS. luttil, Du. luttel, OHG. luzzil, MHG.
and dial. G. lUtzel, Goth, leitils, 'little', fr. Teut.

base *leut-, 'to bow, bend, stoop', whence also

OE. lUtan, 'to bow, bend, turn, fall', ON. lata,

'to stoop, fair. Teut. base *leut- corresponds to

I.-E. base *leud-, 'to bow, bend, stoop', whence

OSlav. ludu, 'foolish', Russ. ludit', 'to deceive',

Czech ludaf, 'deceiver', Mir. lata, 'the little

finger'. Cp. lout, 'to bow, stoop'.

Derivative: Uttle-ness, n.

littoral, adj., pertaining to the seashore. — F., fr.

L. littoralis, prop, litordlis, fr. litus, gen. litoris,

'seashore', which is of uncertain origin. It meant

perh. orig. ' a place where water flows', and de-

rives fr. I.-E. base *lei-, 'to pour, flow', whence

also L. libdre, 'to pour out, make a libation'

(see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., 1, 815 s.v. litus).

See libation and adj. suff'. -al and cp. Lithuanian.

Cp. also next word.

Derivative: littoral, n.

Littorella, n., a genus of plants of the plantain

family (bot.)— ModL., prop, meaning 'growing

on the shore', fr. L. litus, gen. litoris. See prec.

word and -ella.

liturgies, n., the study ofpublic worship.— Form-

ed fr. liturgy with suff. -ics.

liturgiology, n., the study of Uturgy. — Com-

pounded of liturgy and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xiyoc,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

T>en\2H\\es:titwgiolog-ical,2iA].,liturgiolog-ist,n.

liturgy, n., public worship. — F. liturgie, fr.

Late L. liturgia, fr. Gk. XTfjtTO'jpvia, XeiToupYia,

'public duty, pubhc worship", ft. Xyjitoupyo;,

XeiToupyoi;, 'public servant", which is com-

pounded of XtjCtoc, XeiToc. 'of the people', and

a contracted form of 8pYov, 'work'. The first

element derives fr. X56?, Att. Xetoc, 'people'.

See lay, 'pertaining to the laity". For the second

element see work and cp. ergon and words there

referred to.

Derivatives: liturg-ic, liturg-ic-al, adjs., liturg-

ic-al-ly, adv., liturg-ist, n.

Utaos, n., the crooked staflfbome by the augurs.—
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L., of uncertain etymology; possibly a deriv. of

I.-E. base *lei-, 'to bend; to be movable, be

nimble', whence also OE. lip, 'joint, limb', OE.

lim, 'member'. Seelimb, 'member', and cp. words

there referred to.

live, intr. and tr. v. — ME. liven, livien, fr. OE.

libban, lifian, rel. to OS. libbian, ON. Ufa, OFris.

tibba, liva, OHG. leben. MHG., G. leben,

Goth, liban, 'to live', fr. I.-E. base *leip-, 'to

remain, persevere, continue, live', whence also

Gk. XiTrapeTv, 'to persist, persevere'. See leave,

v., and words there referred to and cp. esp. life,

liver and the second element in celibate.

Derivatives: liv-able, adj., live, adj., liv-ing, adj.

andn.

live, adv. — Aphetic for alive.

livelihood, n. — Altered fr. ME. livelode, lit.

'course of life', fr. OE. lif-ldd, 'life way'. See life

and lode.

livelong, adj. — ME. lef long; see lief and long,

adj. The first element was confused later with

live.

lively, adj.— Partly fr. ME., fr. OE. lifiic, 'living,

life-giving', lit. 'lifelike', fr. lif, 'life', and -lie,

'-ly'
;
partly newly formed fr. life and adj. suff".

-ly.

Derivative: liveli-ness, n.

liven, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. life with sufi".

-en. Cp. enliven.

liver, n., one who, or that which, lives. — Formed

from the verb live with agential suff". -er.

liver, n., secreting organ of the body. — ME., fr.

OE. lifer, rel. to ON. lifr, Dan., Swed. lever,

OFris. livere, MDu. levere, lever, Du. lever,

OHG. lebara, MHG. lebere, leber, G. Leber,

'liver', and-cogn. with Arm. leard (fr. *lepard),

'liver', and possibly also withGk. XiTtapo; 'oily,

fat, greasy'. See leave, v., and cp. life, live.

livery, n., 1) allowance of food; 2) distinctive uni-

form of servants. — ME. livere, fr. OF. livree

(F. livree), orig. 'clothes delivered by the master

to his servants', prop. fem. pp. of livrer, 'to

deliver, hand over', which is a doublet of liberer,

to set free', fr. L. liberdre, 'to set free', fr. liber,

'free'. See liberal and words there referred to.

For sense development cp. delivery.

Derivative: liveri-ed, adj.

livery, adj., resembhng liver. — Formed fr. liver,

'secreting organ of the body', with -y (corre-

sponding to OE. -ig).

livid, adj., of a bluish color. — F. livide, fr. L.

lividus (for *slividus), 'bluish, livid', fr. livere,

for *slivere, 'to be of a bluish color', which is

cogn. witn OSlav. sliva, 'plum' (prop, 'the fruit

of blue color), Olr. //, W. lliw, 'color, splendor",

OE. sla, sldh, 'sloe'. See sloe and -id (represent-

ing L. -idus).

Derivatives: livid-ity, n., livid-ly, adv., iivid-ness,

n.

livor, n., bluish discoloration of the surface of the

body. — L. llvor, 'bluish color', fr. livere, 'to be

of a bluish color'. See livid and -or.

livre, n., ancient French money of account.— F.,

lit. 'a pound', ft. L. libra. See libra and cp. lira,

liter, litra.

lixiviate, tr. v., to leach. — Formed with verbal

suff. -ate fr. L. lixivius, 'made into lye', fr. lix,

'ashes, lye', which is rel. to liquere, 'to be fluid,

be liquid'. See liquid and cp. prolix.

Derivative : Uxiviat-ion, n.

lizard, n. •— ME. lesard, ft. OF. laisard, lesard,

fem. laisarde (F. lezard, fem. lizarde), formed

—

with change of sufiix—fr. L. lacertus (masc),

resp. lacerta (fem.), 'hzard', which stand for

*lacer-tos, *lacro-tos, resp. *lacer-ta, *lacro-td,

and derive fr. I.-B. base *leq-, *l''q-, 'to bend,

twist', whence prob. also L. locusta, 'grass-

hopper, locust', lit. 'thejumper', ON. leggr, 'leg'.

See leg and cp. Lacerta, lacertian, lobster, locust.

Cp. also It. lucerta, OProveng. lazert, lauzert,

Sp. lagarto, 'lizard', which all derive fr. L. lacer-

ta, resp. lacertus. Cp. also alligator.

llama, n., a S. American ruminant animal. — Sp.,

fr. Peruv. native name.

Ilanero, n., a cowboy. — Sp., lit. 'plainsman', fr.

llano, 'plain'. See next word.

llano, n., one of the extensive plains of S. Ameri-

ca. — Sp., 'plain, even, level, smooth', fr. L.

pldnus. See plain, adj.

Lloyd, masc. PN. — W. Llwyd, lit. 'gray".

Lloyd's, n., an association of marine underwrit-

ers. — So called from Lloyd's Coffee Hous^n
Tower St., London, opened by Edward Lloydjn

1688.

lo, interj. — A blend of ME. lo, fr. OE. Id, with

ME. lo, prob. a short form of loke, imper. of

token, 'to look'. See look and cp. the second

element in weUaway.

loach, n., a small edible fish.— ME., fr. F. loche,

which is of unknown origin.

load, n., a burden. — ME. lode, 'way, course;

load', fr. OE. lad, 'way, journey, course; carry-

ing of goods ; sustenance' ; rel. to lead, 'to guide',

and to lode; influenced in meaning by the verb

lade, to which, however, it is not related.

Derivatives: load, tr. and intr. v., load-ed, adj.,

toad-er, n.

loadstar, n. — See lodestar.

loadstone, lodestone, n., magnetite; magnet. —
Compounded of load, lode (fr. OE. lad), and

stone.

loaf, n. — ME. laf, lof, fr. OE. hldf, 'bread, loaf,

rel. to ON. hleifr. Swed. lev, Norw. leiv, OFris,

hlef. OHG. hleib, leib, MHG. leip, leib, G. Laib,

Goth, hlaifs, 'bread, loaf. OSlav. chleba, Lett.

kldips and Finn, leipd, 'bread, loaf", are very

probably Teut. loan words. L. libum, cake", is

not cognate with the above Teut. words. Cp.

lady, lord, Lammas.
loaf, intr. v., to loiter about. — Of uncertain ori-

gin.

Derivatives: loaf-er, n., loaf-ing, adj., loaf-ing-ly,

adv.

loam, n. •— ME. lam, lome, ft. OE. lam, rel. to OS.
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lemo, Du. leem, OHG. leimo, MHG. leime,

leim, G. Lehm, 'loam', and to OE. Ilm, 'lime'.

See lime, 'birdlime', and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: loam, tr. v., loam-y, adj., loam-i-ly,

adv., loam-i-ness, n.

loan, n. — ME. Ian, Ion, fr. ON. Idn, which is rel.

to OE. Ixn, 'lending, thing lent, loan', ISnan, 'to

lend', OS., OHG. lehan, OFris. len, 'thing lent,

loan', Du. leen, 'loan, fief, MHG. lehen, G.

Lehen, Lehn, 'fief, OE. lean, ON. Ija, OFris.

lia, 'to lend', OHG. lihan, 'to borrow', MHG.
llhen, 'to borrow; to lend', G. leihen, 'to lend',

rarely, 'to borrow', Goth, lei/van, 'to lend'. The

orig. meaning of these verbs was 'to let have,

leave'. They derive fr. I.-E. base *liq^-, 'to let,

leave', whence also OI. rindkti, 'leaves', riktdl},

'empty', reknah, 'possession, property', atire-

kah, 'remainder', Arm. Ik'anem, 'I leave', e-/ifc',

'he left', Gk. Xemeiv, 'to leave', XotTtd?, 're-

maining, surviving'. L. Unquere (perf. llqui), 'to

leave', Lith. liekii, likti, 'to leave behind', liktas,

Lett. Hkts, 'left, left over', Lith. lekas, 'left be-

hind', palaikas, 'remainder', the second element

in OSlav. otU-lSku, of s.m., OPruss.^po/;'«/ca, 'he

remains', Olr. leicim, 'I leave', and the second

element in Lith. vienuo-lika, 'eleven', dvy-Iika,

'twelve'. Cp. lend and the second element in

eleven, twelve. Cp. also relinquish and delict, de-

linquent, derelict, eclipse, ellipse, ellipsis, elliptic,

limma, lipo-, 'lacking', paraleipsis.

Derivatives: loan, tr. and intr. v., loan-able, adj.,

loan-er, n.

loan word, — Loan translation of G. Lehnwort,

which is compounded of lehnen, 'to borrow',

and Wort, 'word'. See loan and word.

Loasa, n., a genus of American plants (bot.) —
ModL., from a S. American Indian native word.

Loasaceae, n. pi., the loasa family (bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

loasaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

loath, loth, adj. — ME. lath, loth, fr. OE. lad,

'hateful, hostile', rel. to OS., OFris. lith, ON.
leidr, of s.m., Dan., Swed. led, 'odious', OHG.
leid, MHG. leit, 'oflfensive, grievous', G. leid,

'painful", OHG. leid, MHG. leit, G. Leid, 'sor-

row', Du. leed, 'sorrow', and prob. cogn. with

Toch . A a-Utk, 'to be averse', Gk. liXixs iv, 'to sin',

aXzi-vric, aXovTo?, 'sinner', Ir. liuss (for *litu-s),

'horror, disgust'. F. laid, 'ugly', is borrowed fr.

Prankish *laid, which corresponds to OHG.
leid, 'oifensive, grievous'.

Derivatives: loath-ful, adj., loath-ful-Iy, adv.,

loath-M-ness. n., loath-some, adj., loath-some-ly,

adv., loath-some-ness, n.

loathe, tr. v.— ME. lothen, fr. OE. ladian, fr. lad,

'hateful, hostile'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: loath-ing, n., loath-ing-ly, adv.

loaddy, adj. — ME. lothly, fr. OE. Iddlic, 'hate-

ful, horrible, unpleasant', fr. lad, 'hateful, hos-

tile'. See loath.

Derivative: loathli-ness, n.

lob, n., a clumsy person. — Orig. prob. imitative

and suggesting 'something clumsy; a thick mass

of flesh or fat'. Cp. lop, 'to hang down'. Cp. also

looby, Inbber.

Derivative: lob, intr. v., to move clumsily.

lobar, adj., pertaining to a lobe or lobes.— ModL.
lobdris, fr. Late L. lobus. See lobe and -ar.

lobate, adj., having lobes. — ModL. lobatus, fr.

Late L. lobus. See lobe and adj. suflf. -ate.

Derivatives: lobat-ed, adj., lobate-ly, adv., lobat-

ion, n.

lobby, n., a hall; a vestibule. — ML. laubia,

labia, fr. OHG. *laubja. See lodge, which is a

doublet of lobby.

Derivatives: lobby, tr. and intr. v., lobby-er, n.,

lobby-ism, n., lobby-ist, n.

lobe, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. Late L. lobus, fr. Gk.

Xopo?, 'lobe of the ear; lobe of the liver; lobe of

the lung; seed, pod', prob. rel. to Gk. X^pivS-oi,

'peas', XepTjpti;, 'husk of fruits'; fr. I.-E. base

*leb-, which is rel. to base *lep-, 'to peel',

whence Gk. X£7reiv, 'to peel'. See leper and cp.

lobule and the second element in bilobate, trilo-

bate, antilobium, Gonolobns.

Derivative: lob-ed, adj.

Lobelia, n., a genus of plants {bot.) — ModL.,

named after the Flemish botanist Matthias de

Lobel (1538-1616). For the ending see 1st sufT.

-ia.

Lobeliaceae, n. pi., the lobelia family (6of.) —
ModL., formed from prec. word with suflf.

-aceae.

lobeliaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

loblolly, n., 1) a thick gruel; 2) a mudhole. — Of

uncertain origin; perh. compounded of dial. E.

lob, 'to bubble in boiling', and dial. E. lolly,

'broth'.

lobscouse, n., stewed dish of meat, vegetables,

etc. — Of uncertain origin; cp. prec. word and

scouse.

lobster, n., an edible marine shellfish.— ME., fr.

OE. lopustre, loppestre, prob. corruption of L.

locusta, 'lobster ; locust'. See locust.

Lobularia, n., a genus of plants, the sweet alyssum

{bot:) —- ModL., fr. Late L. lobulus, 'lobule', fr.

F. lobule. See next word and adj. suff. -ary.

lobule, n., a small lobe. — F. lobule, dimin. of

lobe. See lobe and -ule.

Derivative: lobul-ar, adj.

lobworm, n., a lugworm — Compounded of lob

and worm,

local, adj.— ME. localle, fr. MF. (= F). local, fr.

Late L. localis, 'pertaining to a place', fr. L.

locus, 'place'. See locus and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: local, n., local-ism, n., locality

(q.v.), local-ize, tr. v., local-iz-ation, n., local-ly,

adv., local-ness, n.

locale, n., a place or locality. — F. local, fr. Late

L. localis, 'pertaining to a place'. See prec. word.

locality, n. — F. locatiti, fr. Late L. locdiitdtem,

ace. of locdlitds, 'locality', fr. locdlis. See local

. and -ity.
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locate, tr. v., to find the place of. — L. locStus,

pp. of locdre, 'to place, put, set, dispose, ar-

range', fr. locus, 'place'. See locus and verbal

suff. -ate and cp. allocate, collocate, dislocate,

couch, accouchement,

location, n. — L. locdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a placing,

location, disposition', fr. locdtus, pp. of locdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: location-al, adj.

locative, adj., pertaining to a case indicating

place; n., the locative case. — Incorrectly form-

ed fr. L. locus, 'place', on analogy of L. \ocdti-

vus, 'vocative' (fr. vocatus, pp. ofvocdre, 'to call,

summon'). See locus and -ive.

loch, n., a lake. — Gael, loch, 'lake', rel. to Olr.

loch, OCo., Bret, lagen, 'lake', and cogn. with

L. lacus, 'lake'. See lake, 'a pool', and cp. lough,

lochia, n., the discharge from the uterus after

childbirth (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. Xoxia,

neut. pi. of X6xioi;, 'pertaining to childbirth', fr.

Xoxo?, 'childbirth', which stands in gradational

relationship to X£Xo?> 'bed'. See lie, 'to recline',

and cp. the second element in Aristolochla,

Gelechia.

Derivative: lochi-al, adj.

lochio-, pertaining to childbirth. — Fr. Gk. X6-

Xio?, 'pertaining to childbirth'. See prec. word.

lock, n., tuft of hair. — ME. lokk, lokke, fr. OE.

locc, rel. to ON. lokkr, OS., OFris., Du. lok,

OHG., MHG. loc, G. Locke, 'lock of hair', fr.

I.-E. base* /e«g-, */u?-,'to bend,twist',whence also

Gk. Xuvli^eiv, 'to bend, twist', Xtiyoc, 'any pli-

ant twig, withe', OL. luctdre, L. luctari, 'to

wrestle, struggle, strive, contend', lit. 'to twist,

intertwine', Lith. lugnas, Lett, lugt, 'flexible',

OE, leac, lee, 'leek, garlic'. Cp. leek, luck. Cp.

also ineluctable, luxate, luxe, reluct, Lygodium.

lock, n., a contrivance for closing doors. — ME.
lok, fr. OE. loc, 'lock, bolt', rel. to OE. liican,

OS. lukan, ON., OFris. luka, OHG. luhhan,

Goth, ga-lukan, 'to close, shut up', ON. lok

(neut.), luka (fern.), 'fastening, lock', Goth, us-

luks, 'opening', OHG. loh, MHG. loch, 'dun-

geon, cavern, hole', G. Loch, 'hole, opening',

Du. luik, 'shutter; trapdoor', G. Luke, 'dormer

window', and cogn. with Ol. rujdti, 'breaks',

Lith. liizti, 'to break' (intr.), Iduzyti, 'to break'

(tr.); see Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p. 443 s.v.

Loch. See lugubrious and cp. locket and the

second element in padlock. Cp. also lucame.

Derivatives: lock, tr. and intr. v., lock-ed, adj.,

lock-er, n., locket (q.v.), lock-ful, n., lock-ing,

adj. and verbal n., lock-less, adj., lock-let, n.

locket, n., a small hinged case worn on a neck-

lace. — OF. (= F.) loquet, 'latch of door',

dimin. of OF. loc, 'lock, latch', fr. ON. lok,

'lock'. See 2nd lock and -ct.

Lockian, adj., pertaining to John Lock (1632-

1704) or to his philosophy.

lockram, n., also lockeram, a cheap kind of linen

cloth. — ME. lokerham, fr. MF. (= F.) locre-

nan, locronan, fr. Locronan, name of a place in

Lower Brittany where it was first made. The

name Locronan lit. means 'Ronan's cell' (fr.

Bret, lok, 'cell' and the PN. Ronan). Cp. St. Re-

nan, the modern name of the same place.

loco-, combining form meaning 'from place to

place', as in locomotive. — Fr. L. locus, 'place'.

See locus.

locomote, intr. v. — Back formation fr. locomo-

tion. Cp. donate, orate.

locomotion, n.— Compounded of L. loco, abl. of

locus, 'place' and motio, gen. -dnis, 'a moving'.

See locus and motion.

locomotive, adj. — Compounded of L. loco, abl.

of locus, 'place', and Late L. motlvus, 'moving'.

See locus and motive.

Derivatives: locomotive, n., locomotiv-ity, n.

locomotor, adj. and n.— Compounded of L. loco,

abl. of locus, 'place', and motor, 'mover'. See

locus and motor.

locular, adj., having loculi. — Formed fr. loculus

with suff. -ar.

loculus, n., a cell {bot. and zool.) — L., 'a little

place', dimin. oC locus, 'place'. See locus and -ule.

locumtenens, n., a deputy. — L., 'holding the

place', fr. locum, ace. of locus, 'place', and te-

nens, pres. part, of tenere, 'to hold'. See tenant

and cp. lieutenant.

locus, n. — L., 'place', fr. OL. stlocus, lit. 'where

something is placed', fr. I.-E. base *st{h)el-, 'to

cause to stand, to place'. See stall and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also lieu and the second

element in milieu.

locust, n. — ME., fr. L. locusta, 'grasshopper,

locust', prob. fr. *lokos-td, lit. 'the jumper', and

rel. to lacertus (masc), lacerta (fem.), 'lizard';

see lizard and cp. lobster. For the form of L.

locusta cp. rdbustus, 'strong', onustus, 'laded,

loaden'. For the sense development of locusta

cp. F. sauterelle, 'grasshoper, locust', fr. sauter,

'to leap, hop', G. Heuschrecke, 'grasshopper,

locust', lit. 'hay-jumper', fr. Heu, 'hay', and

schrecken, in the orig. meaning of this verb, 'to

jump'.

locusta, n., 1) a spikelet {hot.) ; 2) {cap.) a genus of

grasshoppers {zool.) — ModL., fr. L. locusta,

'locust'. See locust.

locution, n., style of speech. — L. locHtid, gen.

-dnis, 'a speaking, speech, discourse", fr. locHtus,

pp. of loqui, 'to speak'. See loquacious and -ion

and cp. allocution, elocution.

lode, n., 1) way, course; 2) vein of ore. — ME.
lod, lode, fr. OE. lad, 'way, journey, course;

carrying of goods; sustenance', rel. to OE. lidan,

'to go, travel', ISedan, 'to lead, guide". See lead

and cp. load and the second clement in liveli-

hood.

lodestar, also loadstar, n. — Compounded of

lode and star; lit. 'a leading star".

lodestone, n. — See loadstone.

lodge, n. — ME. loge, logge, fr. OF. loge, 'arbor,

hut' (whence F. loge, 'hut, cabin, lodge, box at

a theater'), fr. OHG. *laubja, louba, 'porch.
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gallery", whence MHG. loube, of s.m. (whence

G. Laube, 'bower, arbor', which was influenced

in meaning by Laub, 'foliage'; see leaf). OHG.
lotiba is rel. to ON. lopt, 'upper room'. See loft

and cp. lobby, lege, loggia. Cp. also logistics.

lodge, intr. and tr. v.— ME. loggen, fr. OF. logier

(F. loger), 'to lodge', fr. toge, 'lodge'. See lodge,

n.

Derivatives: lodg-er, n., lodg-ing, n., lodg(e)-

ment (q.v.)

lodgment, lodgement, n. — MF. (= F.) logement,

fr. OF., fr. loger. See lodge, v., and -ment.

loess, n., an unstratified deposit of loam. — G.

Loss, coined by K.C. von Leonhard in 1823

through the alteration of Ldsch, 'soil inter-

spersed with snail-shells', fr. dial. Swiss losch,

'loose', the equivalent of G. los, of s.m. See

loose.

loft, n. — ME., fr. Late OE. loft, fr. ON. lopt, 'air,

sky, upper room', which is rel. to OE. lyft (dial.

E. lift), Du. lucht, OHG., MHG., G. luft, Goth.

luftus, 'air'. Cp. aloft, lift. Cp. also lodge, n.

Derivatives: loft, tr. v., loft-er, n., loft-i-ly, adv.,

loft-i-ness, n., loft-ing, n.

log, n., a heavy piece of wood. — ME. logge, of

Scand. origin. Cp. ON. lag (whence Dan. laag,

Norw. log), 'felled tree', orig. 'that which lies',

from the stem of ON. liggja, 'to lie'. See lie, 'to

recline', and cp. the first element in loggerhead.

Derivatives: log, tr. v., to cut into logs; intr. v.,

to fell trees and transport the logs to a sawmill,

adj., logged (q.v.), logg-er, n., logg-ing, n.

log, n., a liquid measure, the 12th part of a hin.

— Heb. logh, rel. to Syr. laggd, lagg thd, 'a (des-

sert) dish', and prob. also to Arab. Idjja, 'was

deep', laij, 'depth, abyss', Akkad. lignu, 'vase,

vessel'. Cp. also Copt, lok, 'a liquid measure',

and see lagena.

log, n. — Abbrev. of logarithm.

log-, form of logo- before a vowel.

loganberry, n., a kind of dewberry. — So called

after the American jurist James Harvey Logan

(1841-1928), who first cultivated it.

Logania, n., a genus of plants (hot.) — ModL.,

named after James Logan (1614-1751), an Irish

botanist, secretary to William Penn. For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Loganiaceae, n. p]., the logania family {bol.) —
ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

loganiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

logan stone, rocking stone. — For logging stone,

lit. 'rocking stone', fr. dial. E. log, 'to rock'.

logarithm, n. — Lit. 'ratio-number', fr. L. loga-

rithmus, a word coined by the Scottish mathema-

tician John Napier (1550-1617) in 1614 fr. Gk.

Aoyoc, 'word, ratio', and aptfl-jj,6i;, 'number'.

See logos and arithmetic.

Derivatives: logarithm-ic, adi.Jogarithmic-al-ly,

adv.

loge, n., box in a theater.— F. See lodge, n.

logged, adj., made heavy. — Formed with suff.

-ed fr. log, 'to cut into logs'. See log, 'a piece of

wood'.

loggerhead, n., a blockhead. — Fr. obsol. log

head, compounded of log, 'a piece of wood', and

head. For sense development cp. blockhead.

Derivative: loggerhead-ed, adj.

loggia, n., a roofed gallery used as an open-air

room. — It., fr. F. loge. See lodge, n., and cp.

lobby.

logic, n. — ME. logike, fr. OF. (= F.) logique,

fr. L. logica, fr. Gk. XoytxV), which is short for

Xoyi)C7j Tsx^Tj, 'logic art', i.e. 'the art ofspeaking

and reasoning' ; Xoyix-^ is fern, of Xoyix6?, 'per-

taining to speaking or reasoning, logical', fr.

Xoyo;, 'word, speech ; reason'. See logos and -ic.

logical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

logicus, fr. Gk. Xoytxoi;, 'logical'. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: logical-ly, adv., logical-ity, n.

logician, n., one skilled in logic.— F. logicien, fr.

logique, 'logic'. See logic and -ian.

logie, n., a piece of sham jewellery. — Named
after the English inventor David Logie, who
invented it about 1860.

logion, pi. logia, saying of Jesus not recorded in

the Gospels.— Gk. Xiyiov, 'a saying', fr. X6yo<;,

'word, speech'. See logos.

logistic, adj., skilled in logic. — ML. logisticus

(prob. through the medium of F. logistique), 'of

calculation; of reasoning', fr. Gk. XoyiaTtxo;,

'skilled in calculation, skilled in reasoning', fr.

Xoyi(^Ea<>ai, 'to calculate, reason', fr. Xoyo?,

'word, speech, reason; calculation'. See logos

and -istic.

logistic, n., the art of calculation, arithmetic. —
See prec. word.

logistics, n., the art of transporting, quartering

and supplying troops. — F. logistique (short for

Vart logistique), a hybrid coined fr. F. logis, 'a

lodging' (fr. loger, 'to lodge', loger des soldats,

'to quarter soldiers', fr. loge, 'hut, cabin, lodge'),

and the Greek suff.-taxiKoi;. See lodge and -istic.

For the ending of logistics see suff. -ics.

logo-, before a vowel log-, combining form

meaning 'word, speech', as in logogram, logo-

griph.—Fr. Gk. Xoyoq, 'word, speech'. See logos.

logodaedaly, n., a playing with words. — Gk.

XoyoSatSaXtS. See logo-, daedal and -y (repre-

senting Gk. -la).

logogram, n., a letter or sign representing a word.

— Compounded of logo- and Gk. ypafijia, gen.

ypiixfiaToi;, 'letter', lit. 'that which is written'.

See -gram and cp. grammalogue.

Derivati\e: logogrammat-ic, adj.

logograph, n., a logogram. — Compounded of

logo- and Gk. -ypa^o?, fr. ypacpeiv, 'to write'.

See -graph.

Derivative: logograph, tr. v.

logographic, adj., pertaining to logography. —
Gk. XoYoypaq>ix6(;, 'of writing speeches', fr.

Xoyoypaipta. See next word and -Ic.

•Derivative: logographic-al-ly, adv.
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logography, n., a method of reporting speeches in

longhand, each of several reporters taking down

a few words in succession. — Gk. Xoyoypa9ia,

'a writing of speeches', fr.Xoyoypi9oi;, 'a speech

writer', compounded of Gk. Xoyo?, 'word,

speech', and -ypatpta, fr. ypacpsiv, 'to write'.

See logo-, -graph and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

logogriph, n., word puzzle. — Compounded of

logo- and Gk. ypi90?, 'fishing net; something

intricate; a riddle', which prob. stands for *grl-

bhos and is cogn. witn MHG. krebe, 'basket',

ON. kiarf, kerfi, 'bundle', OI. grapsah, 'bundle'.

logomachy, n., a fight in, or about, words. — Gk.

Xoyo(xa)C'^' 'war about words', compounded of

Xoyo?, 'word, speech', and [J.ax'1, 'battle'. See

logo- and -machy.

logometric, adj., serving to represent graphically

chemical elements (chem.) — Compounded of

logo- and Gk. iJ.e'tpov, 'measure'. See metric.

logos, n., the divine Word. — Gk. Xoyo?, 'word,

speech; word which expresses the inward

thought; the thought itself; tale, story; maxim,

proverb, narrative; prose; ratio, reason ; rela-

tion, proportion, analogy, calculation, reckon-

ing, account; discussion, deliberation, dia-

logue', fr. Xsysiv, 'to pick out, choose; to speak,

declare", and cogn. with L. legere, 'to gather,

collect; to pick out, choose; to read, recite'. See

lecture and cp. logic, logistic, adj., -logue, -logy,

Alogians, apologue, curiologic, Decalog, dialect.

Cp. also paralogism, syllogism.

logothete, n., name of various officers of the By-

zantine empire. — ML. logotheta, orig. 'an au-

ditor of accounts', fr. Gk. Xoyo-S-ETY)?, which is

compounded ofXoyo;, 'word, speech; account',

and -&oTT,!:, a derivative of ^r,-, the stem of

-lOsvai, 'to place, set, lay down'. See logo- and

theme.

logotype, n., two or more letters cast in a single

type (print.)— Compounded of logo- and type.

Derivative: logotyp-y, n.

-logue, combining form denoting a kind of dis-

course as in dialogue, epilogue. — F. -logue, fr.

Gk. -Xoyoc. See -logy,

-logy, combining form denoting a 'speaking, dis-

course, treatise, doctrine, theory, science', as in

biology, geology. — Gk. -f^o-/loi (either directly

or through the medium of OF. or F. -logie or

ML. -logia), fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner): one who deals (with a certain

topic)', fr. AJ-.-;i,v, 'to pick up, choose; to speak,

declare', whence also Xoyo?, 'word, speech; ac-

count'. In some cases—as e.g. in -rpiXoyta, 'tri-

logy'. Tt-zzoO-'j-ni. 'tetralogy'—Xoyia derives

directly from Xoyo;. See logos and cp. -ology.

lohoch, lohock, n., linctus. — MF. (= F.)

iooch, fr. Arab, la'uq, in vulgar pronunciation

la'oq, lit. 'anything licked', fr. Id'iqa, 'he licked'.

Cp. L. linctus, fr. lingere, 'to lick'.

loimic, adj., pertaining to plague. — Gk. Xoi(i.i-

x<5<;, 'pertaining to pestilence or plague', fr. Xot-

[jio?, 'pestilence, plague', which is prob. rel. to

XT[i6t;, 'hunger', Xoiy<5<;, 'ruin, destruction, dis-

ease, death', and possibly to oXtyot;, 'small, little,

few'. See oligo- and -ic and cp. the second ele-

ment in bulimia.

loimo-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

plague, pestilential'. — Gk. Xoifio-, fr. Xotfio;,

'pestilence, plague'. See prec. word.

loin, n. — ME. loyne, fr. loigne, logne, var. of

OF. (F.) longe, 'loin', fr. ML. *lumbea, fem. of

*lumbeus, adj. used as a noun, fr. L. lumbus,

'loin'. See lumbar and cp. the second element in

sirloin.

loir, n., a species of dormouse. — F., fr. VL. gli-

rem, corresponding to L. glirem, ace. of glls,

'dormouse', which is cogn. with OI. girilf, girikd,

'mouse', Gk. yaXsY), 'weasel, polecat, marten'.

See galea and cp. lerot.

Loiseleuria, n., a genus of plants, the Alpine aza-

lea (hot.)— ModL., named after the French bo-

tanist J. L. A. iowe/ewr-Delongchamps (1774-

1849). For the ending see 1st sufi". -ia.

loiter, intr. and tr. v. — ME. loitren, fr. MDu.
loteren, 'to be loose' (whence Du. leuteren, 'to

delay, linger, loiter'), which is rel. to OE. lod-

dere, 'beggar', ME. ladder, 'good-for-nothing',

OHG. lotar, 'empty, vain', MHG. loter, 'loose,

vain, frivolous', G. Lotterhuhe, 'vagabond, ras-

cal', OE. lydre, 'base, bad, wicked'. Seelither.

Derivative : loiter-er, n.

loka, n., open space, universe, world (Hinduism).

— OI. lokcih, lit. 'a clear place, clearing', rel. to

lokdyati, locdyati, 'regards, looks at', fr. I.-E.

base *leuq-, 'to see, behold', which is identical

with base *leuq-, 'to emit light, shine; bright'.

See light, 'brightness', and cp. the first element

in lokapala.

lokapala, n., a guardian of the world, prop, one

of the eight deities who guard the eight cardinal

points (Hindu mythol.) — OI. lokapdldh, com-

pounded of lokdh, 'open space, universe, world',

and pdldh, 'guardian'. For the first element see

loka. The second element derives fr. I.-E. base

*po-, 'to keep, guard, protect', whence also OI.

pdti, 'he guards, protects", go-pah, 'shepherd'.

This base is rel., and equivalent in meaning, to

base *pd-, whence pd-scere, 'to feed, nourish",

pastor, 'shepherd'. See food.

Lola, fem. PN. — Dimin. of Sp. Dolores (q.v.)

Loligo, n., a genus of squids (zool.) — L. lolligo,

loligd, 'cuttlefish", of uncertain origin.

Lolium, n., a genus of plants, the darnel (bot.) —
L. lolium, 'darnel', of uncertain etymology.

OHG. lolli (whence MHG. lullich, lulche, G.

Lolch), 'darnel', is a Latin loan word.

loll, intr. v., to lounge; tr. v., to let hang. — ME.
lollen. Mien 'to lounge', of imitative origin. See

luU and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: loll, n., loll-er, n.

Lollard, n., member of a sect of reformers, follow-

ers of John Wycliffe. — MDu. Lollaerd, lit.

'mutterer (sell, of psalms)', formed fr. lollen, 'to

hum, mumble'. See lull and -ard and cp. loll.
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Derivatives: loUard-ism, n., Lollard-y, adj.

lollipop, n., a sweetmeat. — Of uncertain origin.

lollop, intr. v., to loll. — Enlarged fr. loll.

Derivative : lollop, n.

loll shraub, loll shrob, claret (India). — Hind. Idl

shardb, 'red, wine', fr. Pers. Idl, 'red', and Arab.

shardb, 'drink, wine' (see sirup).

loma, n., a membranous fringe (zool.)— ModL.,
fr. Gk. Xiofia, 'hem, fringe, border', which prob.

stands for *fXai[jia and is cogn. with L. Idrum

(for *wlorum), 'strap, thong'. See lore, 'space

between the eyes and beak of birds', and cp.

next word and the second element in Cycloloma,

Isoloma, Tricholoma.

Lomatium, n., a genus of plants (bot.)— ModL.,
fr. Gk. X(o[jidcTiov, 'small border', dimin. of

Xo)[Aa. See prec. word.

Lombard, n., I) an inhabitant of Lombardy ; 2) a

banker or moneylender.— F., fr. Late L. Lango-

bardus, Longobardus (= G. Langbart, lit., ^Long

Beard'), one of a Teut. tribe which invaded Italy

in 568. See long, adj., and beard and cp. Lango-

bard. The Lombards were generally known as

pawnbrokers, hence the sense development of

the word Lombard in English. Cp. also OF.
lombart, 'usurer', and see lumber, n.

Derivatives: Lombard, Lombard-esque, Lom-
bard-ic, adjs.

loment, n., a legume which breaks at maturity

into one-seeded indehiscent joints {bot.) — L.

Idmentum, 'bean meal (used as a wash)', con-

tracted fr. lovimentum, which derives fr. lavdre

(for *lovdre), 'to wash'. See lave and -ment.

lomentaceous, adj., bearing loments (bot.) —
Formed with suff. -aceous fr. L. Idmentum. See

prec. word.

loncho-, before a vowel loncti-, combining form

meaning 'lance'. — Fr. Gk. Xiyxi), 'lance',

which is of uncertain, possibly Sem., origin; cp.

Heb. rdmah, Aram, rumhd, Arab, rumlf, 'lance'.

lone, adj. — Aphetic form of alone (q.v.)

Derivatives: lone-ly, adj., lone-li-ness, n., lone-

some, adj., lone-some-ly, adv., lone-some-ness, n.

long, adj. — ME. long, long, fr. OE. long, lang,

rel. to OS., Dan., Du., OHG., MHG., G.

lang, ON. langr, Swed. long, MDu., MHG.
lane, Goth, laggs, 'long', and cogn. with L. lon-

gus, 'long', fr. l.-E. base *dlonghos, whence also

MPers. drang, Pers. dirang, 'long'. Base "dlongh-

os is prob. a nasalized derivative of base *de-

legh-, which appears in OI. dirghdh, 'long', Gk.

SoXiyoc, 'long', ev-SEXe/rj;, 'constant, contin-

ual', L. in-dulgere, 'to be kind", lit. 'to be long-

suffering'. See dolicho- and cp. indulge. Cp. also

length. Lent, ling, 'a fish', linger, long, v., longer-

on, longitude, lunge, allonge, belong, oblong,

prolong.

Derivatives: long, adv., tong-ish, adj.

long, n., a long note (mtis.); a long sound (proso-

dy).— Fr. long, adj.

long, intr. v., to desire. — ME. longen, fr. OE.
langian, 'to grow long; to desire, crave, long
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after' (impers.), rel. to OS. langdn (impers.), ON.
langa (pers. and impers.), MDu. langhen, ver-

langhen (impers. and pers.), OHG. langen (im-

pers.), bilangen, gilangen (impers. and pers.),

MHG. belangen, also (rarely) verlangen, G. ver-

langen, 'to desire', and to E. long, adj.

Derivative: long-ing, n.

-long, adverbial suff. expressing direction.— ON.
-langr (in endlangr, 'endlong'), from langr, 'long'

(see long, adj.) This sufF. has now displaced adv.

suff. -ling.

longan, n., the tree Euphoria longan or its fruit.—
Chin, lung-yen, lit. 'dragon's eye'.

longanimity, n., patience. — Late L. longanimitds,

'long-suffering, patience, forbearance', fr. L.

longanimis, 'long-suffering, patient', which is

compounded oilongus, 'long', and animus, 'soul,

spirit, mind'. See long, adj., animus and -ity.

longeron, n., a longitudinal member of an air-

plane fuselage. — F., fr. longer, 'to skirt, extend

along', shortened fr. allonger, 'to lengthen'. See

allonge.

longevity, n., long duration of life. — Late L.

longaevitds, 'great age, long life', fr. L. longae-

vus, 'of great age', which is compounded of

longus, 'long', and aevum, 'age'. See long, adj.,

age and -ity and cp. aeon and the second element

in coeval, primeval.

longi-, combining form meaning 'long'. — L.

longi-, fr. longus, 'long'. See long, adj.

longicorn, adj., having long antennae (zool.) —
Compounded of longi- and L. cornu, 'horn'. See

horn and cp. corn, 'horny induration'.

longinquity, n., remoteness. — L. longuinquitds,

gen. -dtis, 'length, extent, long duration', fr.

longinquus, 'long, extensive, remote, distant',

which is formed fr. longus, 'long", with suff. -/«-

quus. See long, adj. For the suff. -inquus cp. L.

propinquus, 'near' (i^t propinquity).

longipennate, adj., having long wings. — Com-
pounded of longi- and pennate.

longirostral, adj., having a long beak (ornithol.)

— Compounded of longi- and Late L. rdstrdlis.

See rostral.

longitude, n., length (geogr. and astron.) — L.

longitddd, 'length', fr. longus, 'long". See long,

adj., and -tude.

longitudinal, adj. — Formed with adj. suflF. -al fr.

L. longitddd, gen. longitudinis, "length'. See prec.

word.

Derivatives : longitudirml, n., longitudinal-ly, adv.

longshoreman, n.— Aphetic for along-shore-man.

long-suffering, n. — First used by Tyndale.

Lonicera, n., a genus of plants, the honeysuckle

(bot.)— ModL. ; so called after the German bo-

tanist Adam Lonitzer (Latinized into Lonicerus)

(1526-86).

loo, n., a card game.— Short for earlier lanterloo,

fr. F. lantttrelu, orig. the refrain of a song.

Derivative: loo, tr. v.

looby, n., a clumsy fellow. — ME. loby, possibly

derived fr. lob (q.v.), or from the French FN.
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Lubin, which was an abusive name for the monk
in the Middle Ages. The former sense of looby

1 was 'loafer'.

oof, n. — A variant of luff,

loofah, n. — Fr. Arab. lufJ'. See luffa.

look, intr. v. — ME. loken, fr. OE. Idcian, rel. to

OS. lokon, MDu. loeken, 'to look', OHG. lu-

ogen, MHG. luogen, G. lugen, 'to look out',

and perh. cogn. with Toch. A lak-, 'to see',

and with OCorn. lagat, Bret, lagad, 'eye'. Cp. lo.

Derivatives: look, n., look-er, n., look-ing, adj.

loom, n., a machine for weaving. — ME. tome,

'tool', fr. OE. geldma, 'tool, utensil', rel. to OE.

andldman (pi.), 'utensils' ; of uncertain origin.

Cp. heirloom.

Derivative: loom, tr. v., to weave on a loom.

loom, intr. v., to appear, to come into view. —
Of uncertain origin; perhaps orig. meaning 'to

come slowly toward', and rel. to EFris. lomen,

dial. Swed. loma, 'to move slowly'.

Derivatives: loom, n., loom-ing, adj.

loom, n., a puffin, loon. — Of Scand. origin. Cp.

ON. lomr, Dan., Swed., Norw. lorn. Cp. also

loon, 'a water bird'.

loon, n., a lout, rascal. — ME. lowen, loun. Cp.

MDu. loen, 'a stupid person'.

loon, n., a waterbird.— Corrupted fr. loom, 'loon'

(q.v.)

loony, adj., crazy; n., a crazy person (slang). —
For luny, short for lunatic.

Derivative; looni-ness, n.

loop, n., a noose. — Of uncertain, possibly, Celtic,

origin. Cp. Gael, and Ir. Idb, 'bend'.

Derivative: loop, tr. and intr. v., to form into a

loop.

loop, n., a small opening. — ME. loupe, perhaps

fr. MDu. lupen, 'to lie in wait'. Cp. loophole.

looper, n., 1) one who or that which loops; 2) a

measuring worm. — Formed fr. loop, 'noose',

with agential suff. -er.

loophole, n. — Compounded of loop, 'opening',

and hole.

loose, adj. — ME. loos, lous, los, fr. ON. lauss,

'loose, free, vacant, dissolute", rel. to OE. leas,

'devoid of; false, feigned, incorrect, worthless',

Dan. los, 'loose, untied', Swed. Ids, 'loose, mov-

able, detached', MDu., Du. los. OS., OHG.,

MHG, Ids, G. los, 'loose, free', Goth, laus,

'empty, vain', and to OE. for-leosan, 'to lose; to

destroy', losian, 'to perish, be lost". See lose and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: loose, adv. and tr. v., n., loose-ly,

adv., loos-en, tr. and intr. v., loos-en-er, n., loose-

ness, n.

loosestrife, n., any plant of the genus Lysimachia

(bot.) — Compounded of loose, v., and strife;

loan translation of the Greco-Latin name Lysi-

machia.

loot, n., plunder, booty. — Hind, lut, ft. OI. Id-

tam, Idtram, 'booty', which is rel. to luntati,

'robs, plunders', and prob. cogn. vrith L. lu-

crum, 'gain,, profit, advantage'. See lucre.

Derivatives: loot, tr. and intr. v., loot-er, n.

lop, tr. v., to hew, cut.— Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: lop, n., lopp-ing, n.

lop, intr. v., to hang down; tr. v., to cause to lop.

— Prob. of imitative origin. Cp. lob.

Derivative: lop, adj.

lope, intr. v., to move with a long stride; tr. v., to

cause to lope. —• ME. lopen, a var. of loupen, fr.

ON. hlaupa, 'to leap'. See leap and cp. loup,

elope, interloper, landloper.

Derivatives: lope, n., lop-er, n.

Lopezia, n., a genus of plants ofthe evening prim-

rose family (bot.) — ModL., named after the

Spanish botanist J. Lopez. For the ending see 1st

suff. -ia.

loph-, form of lopho- before a vowel.

lophio-, before a vowel lophi-, combining form

meaning a 'small crest' or 'small tuft'. — Gk.

Xotpio-, Xocpi-, fr. X6910V, 'a small crest, a small

tuft', dimin. of X690<;, 'crest, tuft'. See lopho-.

Lophiola, n., a genus of plants of the amaryllis

family (bot.) — A ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk.

Xojpiov, 'a small crest' (see lophio-), and the L.

suff. -ola (see -ole). The correct form would be

Lophidium, fr. Gk. XoipiSiov, fr. X690<:, 'crest',

and dimin. suff. -ESiov (see -idium).

lopho-, before a vowel loph-, combining form

meaning 'crest, tuft'. — Gk. X090-, Xocp-, fr.

X6901;, 'back of the neck; crest, tuft', which is

prob. cogn. with Toch. lap, 'summit, head'. Cp.

Zalophus.

lophobranchiate, adj., pertaining to the Lopho-

branchii; n., any of the Lophobranchii. — See

next word and adj. suff. -ate.

Lophobranchii, n. pi., a suborder of teleost fishes

(ichthyol.)— ModL.,"compounded oflopho- and

Gk. SptxYX^o'''. 'gill' (see branchiate) ;
so called in

allusion to the gills, which are arranged in tufts.

lophodont, adj., having transverse ridges on the

upper surface of the molar teeth (zool.)— Com-

pounded of loph- and the stem of Gk. oScov,

gen. oSovTo;, 'tooth'. See odonto-.

Lophomis, n., a genus of humming birds, the co-

quette (ornithol.) — ModL., compounded of

loph- and Gk. 6pvi5, 'bird". See ornitho-.

Lophura, n., a genus of pheasants, the flreback

(ornithol.) — ModL., compounded of loph- and

Gk. oupa, 'tail'. See uro-, 'tail-'.

lopsided, adj., inclining to one side. — Com-

pounded of lop, 'to hang down', and side,

loquacious, adj., talkative. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. loqudx, gen. -dcis, 'talkative', fr. loqui,

'to speak', which is of uncertain etymology. It is

perh. cogn. with Olr. -tluchur in atluchur, 'I

think', duttluchur, 'I pray' (see Emout-Meillet,

DELL., p. 366 s.v. loquor). Cp. locution, loqui-

tur, allocution, collocution, colloquy, elocution,

eloquent, grandiloquent, magniloquent, obloquy,

soliloquy, ventriloquism.

Derivatives: loquacious-ly, adv., loquacious-ness,

n.

loquacity, n., talkativeness.— L. loquacilds, 'talk-
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ativeness', fr. loquax, gen. -dels. See prec. word

and -ity.

loquat, n., the Japanese medlar (Eriobotrya ja-

ponicd). — Canton Chin, lu kwet, correspond-

ing to Pekin Chinese lu chii, lit. 'rush orange'.

loquitur, intr. v., he or she speaks {stage direc-

tion). —• L., 3rd person pres. indie, sing, oflogui,

'to speak'. See loquacious.

Lora, fern. PN. — A var. of Laura.

Loran, n., long range navigation system. — In-

vented word, formed fr. the initials of/ong range

navigation.

Loranthaceae, n., pi., the mistletoe family (hot.)

— ModL., formed fr. Loranthus with suff.

-aceae.

loranthaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

Loranthus, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,

fr. Late Gk. Xcopov, 'strap, thong', which is a

loan word fr. L. lorum, and Gk. av^o?, 'flower'.

See lore, 'space between eyes and beak', and

anther.

lorate, adj., having the shape of a thong (said of

leaves). — L. lordtus, fr. lorum, 'thong'. See

lore, 'space between eyes and beak', and adj.

-ate.

lorcha, n., a hght Chinese sailing vessel.— Port.

lord, n. — ME. laverd, loverd, lord, fr. OE. hld-

ford; ht. 'loaf keeper', fr. hldf, 'loaf, and weard,

keeper'. See loaf and ward, 'one who guards',

and cp. laird and the first element in lady.

Derivatives: lord, intr. and tr. v., lord-less, adj.,

lord-ling, n., lordly, adj. (q.v.), lord-ly, adv.,

lordship (q.v.)

lordly, adj. — ME., contraction of loverdlich, fr.

OE. hlafordlic, fr. fildford. See lord and adj. suff.

-ly.

Derivative: lord-li-ness, n.

lordosis, n., forward curvature of the spine (med.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. XopScLxri,?, fr. XopS6?,

'bent forward', which is prob. cogn. with Arm.

lorc-k' (pi.), 'distention of the posteriors', Gael.

hire, 'a deformed foot', MHG. lerz, lurz, 'left'

(lit. 'curved'). For the ending see suff. -osis.

lordship, n. — ME., fr. OE. hldfordscipe. See lord

and -ship.

lore, n., learning, knowledge. — ME. lore, lore,

loor, fr. OE. Idr, 'learning, teaching, doctrine,

science', rel. to OS., OHG. lera, OFris. Idre, Du.

leer, MHG. lere, G. Lehre, 'teaching, precept,

doctrine', and to OE. Ixran, 'to teach'. See learn

and cp. words there referred to.

lore, n., space between the eyes and beak of birds.

— L. luium, 'strap, thong", for *wIoruni, cogn.

with Gk. eiiXTjpa (for *c-f>.T5pa), Dor. auXir)pa

(for *a-fXY;pa), 'reins'. Arm. lar (for *wlar),

'cord, rope', Gk. Xcoaa (for *fXco(i.a), 'hem,

fringe, border', fr. L-E. base *wel-, 'to turn,

twist, roll', whence also L. volvere, 'to roll, turn

about'. See Tolute and cp. loma and words there

referred to. Cp. also lorlca, loricate, lorimer.

lorgnette, n., eyeglass, esp. one with a long hand-

le; an opera glass. — F., fr. lorgner, 'to leer at,

ogle', fr. lorgne, 'squinting'; of uncertain origin.

lorgnon, n., an eyeglass; a pair of eyeglasses. —
F., fr. lorgner. See lorgnette.

lorica, n., a cuirass; a hard protective covering

(zool.) — L. lorica, 'leather cuirass, corselet of

thong; a plastering', fr. lorum, 'thong'. See lore,

'space between eyes and beak", and cp. words

there referred to.

loricate, adj., covered with a lorica. — L. loricd-

tus, pp. of loricdre, 'to clothe in mail, to plaster',

fr. lorica. See lorica and adj. suff. -ate.

lorikeet, n., a small parrot allied to the lory. — A
blend of lory and parakeet.

lorimer, loriner, n., a maker of bits for bridles and

saddles (archaic). — ME. lorimer, loriner, fr.

OF. loremier (F. larmier), fr. loraim, lorain,

'bridle strap', fr. VL. *lordmen, fr. L. lorum,

'strap, thong, the rein of a bridle". See lore,

'space between eyes and beak".

loriot, n., the golden oriole. — F., fr. MF., form-

ed with the agglutination of the def. article

{loriot for OF. I'oriot) and change of suff., fr.

OProven?. auriol, fr. L. aureolus, 'gold colored',

fr. aurum, 'gold' (see Ule and aurora and cp.

oriole and the first element in oriflamme); so

called in allusion to its yellow plumage. Ac-

cording to my opinion, the change of suff. -ol to

-ot is due to the dissimilation of the final -/.

loris, n., either of two small nocturnal lemurs

found in Ceylon and Malaya. — F., of uncer-

tain origin.

lorn, adj., lost, ruined {archaic). — ME. loren,

lorn, fr. OE. -loren, pp. of obsol. leosan, 'to lose',

whence /o/-/(?oii7«, 'to lose". See lose, forlorn.

lorry, n., a truck. — Perhaps fr. dial E. lurry, 'to

pull, drag'.

Derivative : lorry, tr. and intr. v.

lory, n., a small parrot of New Guinea and Aus-

tralia. — Malay liiri, 'a kind of parrot', var. of

niiri.

lose, intr. and tr. v. — ME. losien, 'to perish,

lose', fr. OE. losian, 'to perish, be lost', fr.

los, 'dissolution, destruction', rel. to ON. las,

'breaking up (of the army)', OE. leas, 'devoid oV,

for-leosan (pp. for-loren), 'to lose; to destroy',

OS. far-liosan, OFris. ur-liasa, MDu. ver-liesen,

Du. ver-liezen, OHG. vir-liosan, MHG. ver-

liesen, G. ver-lieren, Goth, fra-liusan, 'to lose',

fr. l.-E. base *leus-, an -i-enlargement of base

*leu-, *l^u-, *lu-, 'to cut off, untie, separate',

whence Goth, lun, usluneins, 'ransom', OI. lunati,

lundti,'c\xts, cuts oS', lavih, lavitram, 'sickle', Hitt.

la-, 'to umie, undo, unfasten', G./.'ie'.v^ 'to loose,

loosen, untie, slacken; to set free, ransom,

dissolve', Xiioi?, 'a loosing, setting free, releas-

ing', XuTpov, 'ransom'. Alb. Vaj, ' i pay', perl'aj,

'I rob, deprive', L. Uiere, 'to loose, release, atone

for, expiate', lues, 'plague, pestilence', solvere

(for *si-luere), 'to loosen, untie, dissolve'. See

lysis and cp. leasing, -less, loose, losel, loss,

'forlorn. Cp. also lues, solve.
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Derivatives: hs-able, adj., los-er, n., los-ing,

adj., los-ings, n. pi., los-ing-ly, adv.

losel, n., a worthless person. — ME. losel, fr.

losen (pp. of lesen, 'to lose'), a var. of loren, fr.

OE. loren, pp. oi leosan, 'to lose', which is rel. to

OE. losian, 'to perish, be lost'. See lose,

loss, n.— Back formation fr. lost, pp. of lose (q.v.)

lost, past tense and pp. of lose,

lot, n.— ME. lotte, fr. OE. Mot, rel. to ON. hlutr,

'lot, share', OHG, hlu3, lu3, 'share of land', OS.

hlot, ON. hlaut, Swed. hit, Dan. hd, OHG.
hlo3, I63, MHG. I03, G. Los, Goth, hlauts, of

s.m., OE. hleotan, OS. hliotan, ON. hljota,

OHG. hlio33an, liosan, MHG. /iejen, 'to cast

lots, to foretell', fr. Teut. base *hlut-, which pos-

sibly meant orig. 'to hook to', and corresponds

to I.-E. base *{s)qleu-, *qldu-, 'a hook, forked

branch, key; to close, shut; to catch, be caught

on'. See close, adj., and cp. words there referred

to. F. lot, 'lot, portion, share'. It. lotto, 'lot,

portion, share', /oWcna, 'lottery', are Teut. loan

words. Cp. lottery, lotto, allot.

Derivative: lot, tr. v.

Lot, n., son of Haran and nephew of Abraham

(Bible). — Heb. Lot, lit. 'envelope, wrap, cover-

ing'.

lota, lotah, n., a round water vessel. — Hind.

lota.

loth, adj. — A var. of loath.

Lothario, n., a rake. — Fr. Lothario, a character

in Rowe's play "The Fair Penitent". The name

Lothario, and its French equivalent Lothaire,

are of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. Hhthari, Hludher

(whence G. Luther), lit. 'famous warrior'. The

first element of this name is rel. to OHG. liit,

'famous, celebrated', the second, to OHG. heri,

'host, army'. See loud and harry,

lotion, n., a medicinal wash.— L. lotio, gen. -onis,

'a washing', fr. lotus, pp. of lavare, 'to wash'.

See lave and -ion.

Lotophagi, n. pi., a people mentioned in Homer's

Odyssey, IX; they were supposed to live in a

state of indolence caused by their subsisting on

the fruits of the lotus.— L., fr. Gk. AtoT09ixYoi,

lit. 'lotus eaters', fr. Xco-roq, 'lotus', and the stem

of 9aYS''v. 'to eat'. See lotus and -phagous.

lottery, n. — It. lotteria, 'public lottery', fr. lotto,

'lot, portion, share' (but F. loterie derives fr. Du.

hterije, fr. Du. lot, 'lot'). See lot and cp. lotto.

Lottie, Lotta, fem. PN. — Dimin. of Charlotte,

lotto, n., a game of change. — It., lit. 'a lot'. See

lot and cp. lottery.

lotus, n. — L., fr. Gk. Xwto?, name of various

plants, fr. Heb. lot, 'labdanum'. See labdanum

and cp. the first element in Lotophagi and the

second element in melilot.

loud, adj. — ME. hud, fr. OE. hlad, rel. to OS.,

OFris. Mud, MDu. luut, luud, Du. luid, OHG.
Mat, lat, MHG. lut, G. laut, 'loud', fr. I.-E. pp.

base *klu-to-s, whence also OI. srutdfi, Gk.

xXut6?, 'heard of, celebrated', L. in-clutus, in-

clitus, 'celebrated, famous', Ann. lu, 'known',

Mir. cloth, 'glory', W. clod, 'praise'; fr. I.-E.

base *kleu-, 'to hear', whence also OI. srnoti,

'hears', srutih, 'the act of hearing', srdtram,

Avestic srao&ra- 'ear', Avestic jroo-^H, 'he shall

hear', Toch. A klosdm (dual), 'ears', B klautso,

'ear', A kaklyu, 'celebrated, famous', Arm. Isem

(aor. luaj), 'I hear', OSlav. sIovq, sluti, 'to be

called', slovo, 'word', slava, 'glory', Lith. slave.

Slave, 'glory, splendor', OSIav. sluchU, 'hearing',

01. -iravas-, 'praise, glory', Avestic sravah-,

'word', Gk.xXlo; (dial. '^xXefo;),'rumor, report,

fame', xXeleiv, xXesiv, 'to celebrate', L. cluere,

'to hear oneself called, be spoken of, Olr. ro-

clui-nethar, 'hears', clu, 'glory', W. clywaf, Co.

clewaf, 'I hear', Toch. A klyw, B. kalywe, 'glory'.

From base *Jcleus-, an -^-enlargement of base

*kleu-, derive Arm. luf (for *klusri-), 'silent',

Olr. cluas (for *kloustd), 'ear', OSlav. slysQ,

slysati, Lith. klausau, klausyti, 'to hear". Cp.

ablaut, anlaut, inlaut, auslaut. Cp. also ausculta-

tion, cledonism, Clianthus, Clio, Clothilda, Cly-

temnestra, Damocles, Eteocles, Euclea, Heracles,

Lewis, Lothario, Louis, Slav, slave, sloka, sruti,

Thecla. Cp. also listen. For the formation of

Teut. adjectives from past participles cp. cold,

dead, old, sad.

Derivatives: loud-en, tr. and intr. v., hud-ly,

adv., hud-ness, n.

lough, n., a lake. — Ir. and Gael. loch. See loch.

Louis, masc. PN. — F., fr. OF. Loots, which de-

rives—prob. through the medium of ML. Ludo-

vicus—fr. OHG. Htuodowig (whence G. Lud-

wig), lit. 'famous in war', fr. Teut. *hluda-,

'heard of, famous' (whence also OHG. htut,

'loud'; see loud), and *wiga, 'war". Cp. next

word, Lewis and Aloysius. Cp. also louisine.

Louisa, Louise, fem. PN. — F. Louise, fem. of

Louis. See prec. word.

louis d'or, a French gold coin. — F., lit. 'gold

louis'; so called because first struck by Louis

XIII of France (in 1640).

louisine, n., a twilled silk used for making dresses.

— F., formed fr. the PN. Louise, or, less prob-

ably, fr. the PN. Louis. See Louis, Louisa. For

sense development cp. georgette.

Louis Quatorze, pertaining to Louis XIV of

France (1643-171 5).— F., lit. 'Louis fourteenth'.

Louis Qumze, pertaining to Louis XV of France

(1715-74). — F., lit. 'Louis fifteenth".

Louis Seize, pertaining to Louis XVI of France

(1774-93). — F., lit. 'Louis sixteenth".

lounge, intr. v., to loll idly. —Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives : lounge, n., loung-er, n., loung-ing-ly,

ad\'.

loup, intr. v., to leap. — ME. loupen, fr. ON.

hlaupa, 'to leap". See lope,

lour, v., to frown. — A var. of lower.

louse, n. — ME. lous, fr. OE. lus, rel. to ON.,

MLG., MDu., OHG., MHG. lus, G. Laus, and

cogn. with OCo. lowen, W. lleuen, 'louse'.

Derivatives: louse, tr. and intr. v., lous-y, adj.,

lous-i-ly, adv., lous-i-ness, n.
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lout, intr. v., to bow, stoop. — ME. luten, louten,

fr. OE. liitan, rel. to ON. luta, 'to stoop, fall',

OE. lot, 'deceit*, lytig, 'deceitful', Goth. luton,

'to deceive', few.'deceitfur, fr. Teut. base *leut-,

'to bow, bend, stoop', whence also OE. lytel,

'little'. See little and cp. next word.

lout, n., a clown; a clumsy fellow. — Prob.

meaning orig. 'a fellow bent down', and derived

fr. ON. liitr, 'stooping', fr. lula, 'to stoop, fall'.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: lout-ish, adj., loul-ish-ly, adv., loul-

ish-ness, n.

louver, n., a lantern-shaped turret on the roof of

an ancient building {medieval archit.) — ME.
lover, fr. OF. lover, louvert, formed by the ag-

glutination of the def. article, fr. I'ouvert, lit. 'the

open (place)', from le (fr. L. ille, 'that') and pp.

of ouvrir, 'to open', fr. VL. *6perire, which cor-

responds to L. aperlre, 'to open'. See ille and

aperient. For the agglutination of the article cp.

lierre and words there referred to.

Derivative: louver-ed, adj.

lovage, n., a European herb of the carrot family.

— ME. loveache, fr. OF. luvesche, levesche (F.

liveche), fr. VL. levistica, fr. L. ligusticum, 'lov-

age', prop, neuter of the adj. ligusticus, 'of Ligu-

ria', used as a noun, fr. Ligus, 'a Ligurian'. See

Ligurian and cp. Levisticum, Ligusticum, Ligus-

trum.

love, n.— ME. luve, love, fr. OE. lufu, 'love, affec-

tion, friendliness", rel. to OE. leaf, OS. liof,

OFris. liaj; Du. lief, OHG. Hob, MHG. Hep, G.

lieb, ON. Ijiifr, Goth, liufs, 'dear, beloved',

OHG. liiibi, 'joy', MHG. Hebe, 'joy; love', G.

Liebe, 'love', OE., ON., Swed., OFris., Du. loj,

Dan. lov, OHG. lob, MHG. lop, G. Lob, 'praise',

fr. I.-E. base *leubh-, 'to love, approve, praise',

whence also L. lubet, later libet, 'pleases', OI.

liibhyati, 'desires', OSlav. Vubil, 'dear, beloved',

I'liby, 'love', Vubiti, 'to love', Lith. liaupse, 'song

of praise'. Cp. leave, n., lief, belief, believe, and

the second element in furlough. Cp. also libi-

dinous.

Derivatives; love-less, adj., love-less-ly, adv.,

love-less-ness, n.

love, tr. and intr. v. — ME. luvien, loven, fr. OE.

lufiaii, 'to love', fr. lufu, 'love'. See love, n.

Derivatives: lov-er, n., lov-er-ly, adj., lov-ing,

adj., lov-ing-ly, adv., lov-ing-ness, n.

love apple, n., the tomato. — Loan translation of

F. pomme d'amour, fr. It. porno d'amore, lit.

'apple of love', which is a popular transforma-

tion of the original name porno de' Mori, 'apple

of the Moors, Moorish apple". See pome and

Moor.

love-lorn, adj., pining from love. — Coined by

Milton from love, n., and lorn.

lovely, adj. — ME., fr. OE. lufllc, 'loving, ami-

able', fr. Ittfu, 'love'. See love, n., and adj. suff.

-ly.

Derivatives: loveli-ly, adv., loveli-ness, n.

loTingkindness, n. — Coined by Cbverdale fr.
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loving, pres. part, of the verb love, and kindness.

low, intr. v., to make the sound of a cow. — ME.
lowen, fr. OE. hlowan, rel. to OS. hlowan, MDu.
loeyen, Du. loeien, OHG. hluojen, 'to low"; fr.

Teut. base *hlo-, corresponding to I.-E. base

*kld-, whence L. cld-mdre, 'to call, shout, cry

out'. See claim, v.

Derivatives: low, n., low-ing, n.

low, adj., not high; humble. — ME. lah, louh,

low, lowe, fr. ON. tagr, which is rel. to Swed. lag,

Dan. lav, OFris. lech, MDu. lage, Du. laag,

MHG. Ixge, dial. G. lage, 'low'. The orig.

meaning of these words was 'that which is lying

flat' ; they are related to ON. liggja, Swed. ligga,

Dan. ligge, OE. licgan etc., 'to lie'. See lie, 'to

recline'.

Derivatives: low, adv. and n., low-ly, adj. and

adv., low-ness, n.

low, n., a hill. — ME., fr. OE. hlaw, hlxw, 'hill,

mound', rel. to OS., OHG. hleo, 'hill, mound',

Goth, hlaiw, 'a grave', and to OE. hleonian,

hlinian, 'to lean', and cogn. with L. clivus, 'hill'.

See lean, 'to incline', and cp. clinical and words

there referred to. Cp. also law, 'a hill'.

low, n., blaze (now Scot, and dial. English). —
ME., fr. ON. logi, 'blaze, flame', rel. to ON.
Loki, 'god of flame', OS. logna, OFris. logo,

MDu. laye, Du. laai, OHG. hug, MHG. lohe. Id,

G. Lohe, 'flame', fr. I.-E. base *leuq-, 'to emit

light, to shine; bright', whence also OE. leoht,

'light'. See light, 'brightness', and cp. words

there referred to.

low, intr. v., to flame.— ME. lowen, fr. ON. loga,

fr. logi, 'blaze, flame'. See prec. word.

lowboy, n., chest of drawers supported on short

legs. — A hybrid coined fr. E. low, adj., and F.

bois, 'wood'. See bush and cp. highboy, tallboy.

Cp. also hautboy.

lower, adj. — Compar. of low, adj.

Derivative: lower, tr. v., to cause to descend;

intr. v., to descend.

lower, lour, intr. v., to frown. — ME. louren,

luren, 'to frown, lurk', rel. to MDu. (= Du.)

loeren, of s.m., 'to lurk, lie in wait', MLG.,
MHG. luren, G. lauern, of s.m. Cp. lurk.

Derivatives: lower, n., lower-ing, adj., lower-ing-

ly, adv., lower-y, adj.

lox-, form of loxo- before a vowel.

loxia, n., wryneck (,med.) — Medical L., formed

with 1st suif. -ia fr. Gk. Xo^iSi;. See loxo-.

Loxia, n., a genus of birds, the crossbill (ornithol.)

— ModL. See prec. word.

loxo-, before a vowel lox-, combining form

meaning 'oblique'.— Gk.Xo5o-,A&J-, fr. ao^oc,

'slanting, crosswise, obUque', rel. to X^pio?,

'slanting, crosswise', and prob. also to Xsxoc,

XexavT), 'dish, pot, pan'. See lekane.

loxodrome, n., rhumb line. — Back formation fr.

loxoilromlc.

ktxodromic, adj., pertaining to oblique sailing.—
Compounded of loxo- and Ck. 8p6|jioi;, 'a

miming, course'. See dromedaiyand adj. suff. -ic.
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Derivatives: loxodromic-al-ly, adv., loxodromics

(q.v.)

loxodromics, loxodromy, n., the art of oblique

sailing.— See prec. word and -ics, resp. -y (rep-

resenting Gk. -£a).

loyal, adj. — MF. (= F.), fr. OF. loial, leial,

fr. L. legalis, 'pertaining to the law, legal', fr.

lex, gen. legis, 'law' ; see leal and legal, which are

doublets of loyal. F. loyal orig. meant legal. Cp.

for this sense its OProven?. equivalent leial,

which means 'legal'.

Derivatives: loyal, n., loyal-ism, n., loyal-ist, n.,

loyal-ly, adv., loyal-ness, n., loyalty (q.v.)

loyalty, n. — ME. loyaltee, fr. OF. loialte (F.

loyaute), fr. loyal, 'legal'. See prec. word and -ty.

lozenge, n., a figure having four equal sides and

two acute and two obtuse angles, a rhomb. —
ME. losenge, fr. OF. losenge, 'a flattering device'

(whence losengier, 'to flatter, praise'), fr. los (fr.

L. laus), 'praise' ; see laud. The device was usu-

ally painted or engraved into a rhomb, whence

OF. losenge (F. losange), became synonymous

with rhomb. See Darmesteter, La vie des mots,

13th edition, pp. 50 and 79.

lozengy, adj., divided into lozenges. — OF. lo-

sengie, fr. losenge. See prec. word and -y (repre-

senting OF. -e, F. -e).

L.s.d., money (collog.) — Abbreviation of the

Latin words librae, solidi, denarii (pounds, shil-

lings and pence).

lubber, n., 1) a clumsy fellow ; 2) a clumsy seaman.

— ME. lobre, lobur, prob. of Scand. origin. Cp.

dial. Swed. lubber, 'a plump lazy fellow'. Cp.

also lob, looby.

Derivatives: lubber-ly, adj. and adv., lubber-li-

ness, n.

lubra, n., an aboriginal girl or woman in Austra-

lia. — Native Tasmanian name,

lubricant, adj., reducing friction. — L. tubricdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of lobricdre, 'to make

smooth'. See next word and -ant.

Derivative: lubricant, n., a substance for re-

ducing friction.

lubricate, tr. v., to make slippery or smooth; to

apply as a lubricant; intr. v., to serve as a lubri-

cant. — L. lubricdtus, pp. of lubricare, 'to

make slippery or smooth', fr. labricus, 'slippery,

smooth', which prob. stands for *sliibricus and

derives fr. I.-E. base *(s)leub-, 'to slip, slide',

whence also Goth, sliupan, OE. slUpan, 'to slip,

glide'. See sleeve and cp. words there referred to.

For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: lubricat-ion, n., lubricat-ion-al, adj.,

lubricat-ive, adj., lubricat-or, n., lubricat-ory, adj.

lubricity, n., 1) slipperiness ; smoothness; 2) in-

stability; 3) lewdness. — F. lubricite, fr. Late L.

lubricitdtem, ace. of lubricitds, 'slipperiness', fr.

L. labricus. See prec. word and -ity.

lubricoos, adj., 1) slippery; smooth; 2) unstable;

3) lewd.— L. labricus. See lubricate. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

lubritorium, also lubritory, n., a place for lubricat-

ing automobiles. — Formed fr. lubricate on

analogy of words like auditorium, etc. See suff.

-orium, resp. subst. suff. -ory.

Derivative: lubritor-ian, adj.

lucarne, n., a dormer window (archaic). — F., a

blend of OF. lucanne, 'lucarne', and luiserne,

'light'. OF. lucanne is borrowed fr. OProvenc

lucana, which is a Teut. loan word; cp. Du. luik,

'shutter; trapdoor', G. Luke, 'dormer window',

G. Loch, 'hole, opening', and seelock for closing

doors. OF. luiserne derives fr. L. lucerna, 'lamp';

see lucerne,

luce, n., 1) pike; 2) figure of a pike {her.) — ME.,

fr. MF. lus, fr. L. lucius, 'pike' (fish), prob. orig.

meaning 'the shining fish' and derived fr.

lucere, 'to shine' (see lucent); assimilated in

form to the PN. Lucius. See Walde-Hofmann,

LEW., I, p. 825 s.v. lucius.

lucence,lucency, n.— Formed fr. lucent with suflf.

-ce, resp. -cy.

lucent, adj., bright; transparent.— L. lucens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, ot lucere, 'to shine', fr. lUx, gen.

lucis, 'light', fr. I.-E. base *leuq-, 'to emit light,

to shine; bright'. See light, 'brightness' and -ent

and cp. luce, lucerne, lucid, lucule, luculent,

Luzula, relucent, translucent, Noctiluca.

lucerne, n., a plant grown for forage, alfalfa. —
F. luzerne, fr. ModProvenij. luzerno, which is

prob. a figurative use oi luzerno, 'glowworm' ; so

named in allusion to the glittering grains of the

lucerne. ModProven? luzerno, 'glowworm' de-

rives fr. L. lucerna, 'lamp', which is prob. formed

fr. lucere, 'to shine' ; see lucent. The ending of L.

lucerna is due to the analogy of its synonym

lanterna (see lantern).

Lucia, fem. PN. — L. Lucia, fern, of Lucius. See

Lucius and cp. Lucy.

Lucian, masc. PN.— L. Lucidnus (whence also F.

Lucien), a derivative of Lucius. See Lucius and

-an.

lucid, adj., bright. — L. lucidus, 'full of light,

bright', fr. lucere, 'to shine'. See lucent and -id

(representing L. -idus) and cp. elucidate, pellucid.

Derivatives: lucid-ity, n., lucid-ly, adv., lucid-

ness, n.

Lucifer, n., the planet Venus appearing as the

morning star. — L., lit. 'light-bearing", com-

pounded of lux, gen. lucis, 'light', a.n&ferre, 'to

bear, carry'. See lucent and -fer.

luciferase, n., an enzyme present in fireflies {bio-

chem.) — See Lucifer and -ase.

luciferous, adj., emitting light. — See Lucifer and

-ous.

lucifugous, adj., avoiding light. — L. lucifugus,

'avoiding light", compounded of tux, gen. iHcis,

'light', and fugere, 'to flee'. See lucent and fugi-

tive.

Lucile, LuciUe, fem. PN. ^ F. Lucille, dimin.

formed fr. L. Lucia, fem. of Lucius. See Lucius,

lucimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the in-

tensity of light. — A hybrid coined fr. L. liix,

gen. lads, 'light' (see lucent), and Gk. u.eTpov,
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'measure' (see -meter). The correct form is photo-

meter, in which both elements are of Greek

origin.

Lucina, n., the Roman goddess of childbirtli (Ro-

man mythol.) — L. Lucina, lit. 'she who brings

to the light', fem. of luclnits, fr. liix, gen. liicis,

'light'. See lucent.

Lucius, masc. PN. — L. Lucius, fr. lux, gen. liicis,

'light'. See lucent and cp. Lucia, Lucian, Lucile,

Lucy.

luck, n. — ME. lucke, fr. early MDu. luc (whence

MDu. ghelucke, Du. geluk), rel. to MHG. ^(e)-

lUcke, G. GlUck, 'fortune, good luck', lit. 'that

which bends together', fr. I.-E. base *leug-, 'to

bend'. See lock, 'tuft of hair', and cp. leek (see

J. F. Bense, A Dictionary of the Low-Dutch

Element in the English Vocabulary, p. 199).

Derivatives: luck-ful, luck-less, adjs., luck-less-

ly, adv., luck-less-ness, n., luck-y, adj., luck-i-ly,

adv., luck-i-ness, n.

luck, intr. and tr. v. — ME. lukken, 'to happen',

fr. MDu. lucken. See prec. word.

lucrative, adj., profitable. — ME. lucratif, fr. OF.

(= F.) lucratif, fr. L. lucratlvus, 'gainful, prof-

itable", fr. lucratus, pp. of lucrari, 'to gain, ac-

quire', fr. lucrum. See lucre and -ative.

Derivatives: lucrative-ly, adv., lucralive-ness, n.

lucre, n., riches, money. — ME., fr. L. lucrum,

'gain, profit, advantage', for *lu-tlom, in grada-

tional relationship to Ol. lotam, lotram, 'booty',

luntati, 'robs, plunders', Gk. Xsia, Dor. XSta,

Ion. y.-T\b], Ion., Att. XTj'ti;, 'prey, booty', Xtjcty]?,

Dor. Aqtaxa;, 'robber', aTro-XauEiv, 'to enjoy',

OE. lean, ON. laun, OS., MLG. Ion, ON. laun,

OFris, Idn, OHG., MHG. Ion, G. Lohn, Goth.

laun, 'reward', Olr. log. Wag, luach, 'reward',

prob. also with OSlav. lovH, 'hunt', lovili, 'to

pursue, seize'. Cp. apolaustic, guerdon, -lestes,

loot.

Lucrece, fem. PN. — F. Lucrece, fr. L. Lucretia.

See next word.

Lucretia, fem. PN. — L. Lucretia, fem. of Lucre-

tius. See next word.

Lucretius, masc. PN. — L. Lucretius, name of a

Roman gens.

lucubrate, intr. v., to work at night; to work la-

boriously. — L. lUcubratus, pp. of lUcubrare, 'to

work by lamplight, to work at night', from the

stem of Ulcere, 'to shine'. See lucent and verbal

sufl^. -ate.

lucubration, n., nocturnal work; laborious study.

— L. IHcubrdtio, gen. -onis, 'nocturnal study;

nightwork", fr. lUcubratus, pp. of lUcubrare. See

prec. word and -ion.

lucule, n., a small luminous spot on the surface of

the sun (astron.) — P., fr. ModL. Wcuta, dimin.

of L. lax, gen. liicis, 'light'. See lucent and -ule.

luculent, adj., clear, lucid. — ME., fr. L. lOculen-

tus, 'bright, brightly burning', formed from the

stem of lux, gen. lucis, 'light' (see lucent), with

suff. -u-lentus, meaning 'full of, abounding in,

rich in'. Cp. L. opulentus, 'rich, wealthy', lit. 're-

sourceful, powerful', fr. ops. gen. opis, 'strength,

might; riches' (see opulent).

Derivative: luculent-ly, adv.

Lucullan, Lucullean, adj., pertaining to, or resem-

bling L. Licinius Lucullus (about 1 10-57), a Ro-
man general famous for the luxury of his ban-

quets.

IncuUite, n., a marble colored black by carbon

{mineral^ — L. marmor Luculleum, 'marble of

Lucullus', named after L. Licinius Lucullus. See

prec. word and subst. suff. -ite.

lucumo, n., an Etruscan noble who performed the

functions both of a priest and a prince. —• L. lu-

cumo, lucmo, fr. Etruscan *lauxme.

lucus a non lucendo, an absurd etymology. — L.,

lit. 'a grove because it is not light'. Prop, an ety-

mology as absurd as that which derives L.

Incus, 'grove', fr. lucere, 'to light', although

a grove is dark, as a rule. Actually, however,

L. lUcus is related to lucere. LUcus, 'grove', de-

notes not 'a place with no light', but 'a place

into which light may come'. It stands for *loukos

and is cogn. with Ol. lokdh, ulokdlf, 'open place,

space', Lith. laSkas, Lett. laSks, 'field, open

country', fr. I.-E. base *leuq-, 'to be light, to

shine; bright'. See light, 'brightness', and cp.

lea, 'a track of open country'.

Lucy, fem. PN. — F. Lucie, fr. L. Litcia, fem. of

Lucius. See Lucius and cp. words there referred

to.

Luddite, n., any of a band organized to destroy

machinery. — Named after Ned Ludd, who
broke stocking frames (in 1779). For the ending

sec subst. sufl". -ite.

ludicrous, adj., laughable, ridiculous. — L. lUdi-

crus, a secondary form of lUdicer, 'sportive,

playful', fr. ludus, fr. OL. loidos, 'play, game,

sport, pastime', which is rel. to Iddere (for *loi-

dere), 'to play, sport, frolic' ; and cogn. with Gk.

Xiilsiv (Hesychius), 'to play", XoiSopot;, 'abus-

ing, insulting", XoiSopeiv, 'to abuse, insult' (for

sense development cp. MHG. schimpf, 'joke,

amusement', whence G. Schimpf, 'disgrace, in-

sult'. Cp. allude, allusion, collude, collusion, de-

lude, delusion, elude, elusion, illude, illusion, in-

terlude, ludo, prelude, prelusion, prolusion. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: ludicrous-ly, adv., ludicrous-ness, n.

ludlamite, n., a hydrous iron phosphate (mineral.)

— Named by Maskelyne and Field after Mr.

Ludlam, a friend of theirs. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

ludo, n., a kind of simple play.— L. ludo, 'I play'.

See ludicrous.

Ludovic, Ludowick, Ludwig, masc. PN. — See

Louis.

ludwigite, n., an iron magnesium borate (mi-

neral.) — G. Ludwigit, named after Ernst

Ludwig, professor of chemistry in Vienna (died

in 1915). The ending -ir goes back to Gk. -inr);;

see subst. suff. -ite.

n., a) any plague or pestilence (obsol.) ; b)
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syphilis. — L. lues, 'a plague, pestilence', prop,

'dissolution', fr. lucre, 'to loose, release', which

is cogn. with Gk. Xistv, 'to unfasten, loosen, un-

tie, slacken; to loose, release, set free, ransom'.

See lose and cp. -lysis,

luff, n., windward side, weather side. — ME. luf,

looff, fr. OF. (= F.) lof, fr. MDu. /J/ (whence

also Du. loef), 'luff', which is rel. to ON. lofi,

Goth, lofa, 'palm of the hand' (G. Luv, Dan.

luv, Swed. /u/are Dutch loan words), Dan. lab,

Swed., Norw. labb, 'paw', and cogn. with Lith.

Idpa, 'claw', lopeta, 'shovel, water lily', Lett.

lepa, 'paw', Idpst, 'shovel, spade', OPruss. lopto,

'spade', Russ. lopdta, 'shovel', Idpa, 'paw'. Cp.

loof, aloof, laveer. Cp. also glove.

Derivative : luff, intr. v.

Luffa, n., a genus of plants of the family Cucur-

bitaceae (hot.) ; (not cap.) any plant of this genus

;

also its fruit. — ModL., fr. Arab. lufa''. Cp.

loofah.

lug, tr. and intr. v., to drag, pull, tug. — ME.

luggen, prob. of Scand. origin; cp. Swed. lugga,

Norw. lugge, 'to pull', which derive fr. Swed.,

resp. Norw. lugg, 'tuft of hair, forelock'. Cp.

next word and luggage,

lug, n., 1) the ear (Scot.); 2) anything that pro-

jects like an ear. — ME. lugge, perh. fr. Swed.

lugg, 'forelock'. See prec. word,

lug, n., a lugworm. — Of uncertain origin. Cp.

lurg.

luge, n., a kind of small toboggan used in Switzer-

land. — F., a Savoyard word derived fr. ML.

sludia, which occurs in glosses of the 9th cent,

and is of Gauhsh origin.

Derivatives: luge, intr. v., lug-er, n.

luggage, n. — Formed fr. lug, 'to pull", with suff.

-age.

lugger, n., one who or that which lugs.— Formed

fr. lug, 'to pull', with agential suff. -er.

lugger, n., a small ship rigged with a lugsail or

lugsails (naut.) -— Back formation fr. lugsail.

lugsail, n. — The circumstance that the French

for lugsail is voile de fortune (lit. 'sail of luck'),

makes it probable that lugsail stands for *luck-

sail. Cp. the English PN. Higson, which stands

for Hickson. See E. Weekley, The Romance of

Words, p. 101.

lugubriosity, n. — See lugubrious and -ity.

lugubrious, adj., mournful. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. lugubris, 'pertaining to mourning,

mournful, painful', fr. Idgere, 'to mourn, lament,

bewail'; which is cogn. with Ol. rujdti, 'breaks,

torments', rugndh, 'broken", rogah, 'frailty, dis-

ease', Avestic uruxti-. "a breaking, tearing', Gk.

Xe'jykXso;, Xuvpo;, 'mournful, sad, dismal',

X'jYaoc (Hesychius), 'a loud cry', Lith. luiti, 'to

break' (intr.), Iduzyii, 'lo break' (tr.), Lett, lauzit,

'to break the heart', Lith. liizis, Iduzis, 'breach'.

All these words derive fr. I.-E. base *leug- (Bal-

tic), *leug-, 'to break; to cause pain'; see lock,

'contrivance for closing doors'. For the sense

development of this base cp. OL lumpdti.

'breaks', Gk. Xutttj, 'pain' (both fr. base *leup-).

Derivatives: lugubrious-ly, adv., lugubrious-ness,

n.

lugworm, n. — Compounded of lug, 'lugworm',

and worm,

luke, adj., lukewarm (now dial. English). — ME.

lewk, luke, rel. to LG. luk, Du. leuk, 'tepid', and

to OE. Meow, gehleow, 'warm, sheltered, sunny'.

See lew, lee.

Derivatives: luke-ly, adv., luke-ness, n.

Luke, masc. PN. — L. Lucas, contraction of L.

Lacdnus, lit. 'of Lacdnia (a district in Lower

Italy). For the contraction of Lucas, fr. Lacdnus

cp. Silas, which is a pet form of Silvdnus (see

Silas).

lukewarm, adj.— Compounded of luke, adj., and

warm.

Derivatives: lukewarm-ly, adv., lukewarm-ness,

n.

lulab, n., palm branch used for the festive wreath

during the Feast of Tabernacles (Jewish Reli-

gion). — Mishnaic Heb. lulabh, 'branch', esp.

'palm branch', dissimilated fr. *lubhldbh, from

the verb libhlebh, 'it bloomed, blossomed',

which is prob. a Pilpel denominative fr. Heb.

lebh, 'heart'.

lull, tr. and intr. v. — ME. lullen, lollen, of imita-

tive origin. Cp. Swed. lulla, MLG., MDu. lollen,

G. lullen, 'to rock', Ol. lolati, 'moves to and fro',

lulitah, 'swinging', Idlati, 'skips, frisks'. All these

words are derivatives of the I.-E. imitative base

*lel-, *lul-, 'to move to and fro'. Cp. loll, Lollard,

lollop. Cp. also the imitative base *lal-, seen in

Gk. XaXeiv, 'to talk, chat, prattle', XaXoc, 'talk-

ative, loquacious', L. lalldre, 'to sing to sleep, to

lull' ; see Lalage and words there referred to.

Derivative: lull, n.

lullaby, n. — Formed fr. lull and -by. For the

second element cp. bye-bye, a child's word for

good-bye.

Derivative: lullaby, tr. v.

lumbago, n., rheumatic pain in the loins (med.) —
Late L., fr. L. lumbus, 'loin'. See lumbar,

lumbar, adj., pertaining to, or situated near, the

loins. — Formed with suff. -ar fr. L. lumbus,

'loin', which stands for *londhwos and is cogn.

with OSlav. l^dvij?, (pi.), 'loins ; soul', Russ. Ijdd-

veja, 'loin', OE. lendenu (pi.), 'loins', ON. lend,

Dan. Isnd, Swed. land, Du. lende, OHG. tenti,

MHG., G. lende, 'loin', OHG. lunda, 'tallow',

ON. binder, 'ham, buttock". Cp. loin and the

second element in sirloin. Cp. also nurables, um-

bies.

lumber, n., useless furniture; timber.— OF. Lom-

bart (F. Lombard), 'a Lombard". The noun lum-

ber orig. denoted a pawnbroker's shop, in allu-

sion to the fact that the Lombards were famous

bankers and pawnbrokers. See Lombard and cp.

Langobard.

Derivatives: lumber, tr. and intr. v., lumber-er,

n., lumbering (q.v.)

lumber, intr. v., to move clumsily. — ME. lome-
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ren; prob. rel. to dial. Swed. loma, 'to walk

heavily', lomra, 'to resound', and to E. lame,

lumbering, n., the act of cutting timber.— Form-

ed with subst. suff. -ing fr. Imnber, 'timber'.

lumbering, adj., moving clumsily.— Formed with

part. suff. -ing fr. lumber, 'to move clumsily'.

Derivatives: lumbering-ly, adj., lumbering-ness,

n.

lumbo-, combining form denoting 1) the loin; 2)

lumbar and. — Fr. L. lumbus, 'loin'. See lumbar,

lumbrical, adj., pertaining to the lumbricales; n.,

a lumbrical muscle. — Medical L. lumbrlcdlis.

See next word.

lumbricalis, n., any of four small muscles in the

hand and in the sole of the foot (anat.)— Medi-

cal L. lumbricalis (short for musculus lumbrica-

lis), fr. L. lumbricus, 'earthworm', which is pos-

sibly cogn. with W. llyngyr (pL), 'earthworms'

;

so called from the supposed resemblance of

these muscles to earthworms. For the ending see

adj. suff. -al.

lumen, n., a unit of light. — L. lumen, 'light'. See

luminary,

luminary, n. — ME. luminarye, fr. OF. luminarie

(F. luminaire),it. Late L. lumindre, 'light, torch,

lamp ; heavenly body', fr. L. lumen (gen. luminis),

'light',which stands for *leuqs-menoT *louqs-men

and is rel. to lUcere, 'to shine'. See lucent and

-men and cp. limbers. Cp. also allumette, Ulu-

minate.

luminesce, intr. v. — Back formation fr. lumines-

cent. Cp. reminisce.

luminescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

luminescent, adj. — Formed with sufT. -escent fr.

L. lumen, gen. luminis, 'light'. See luminary,

luminiferous, adj., producing or conveying light.

— Compounded of L. lumen, gen. luminis,

'light", and the stem oi ferre, 'to bear, carry'.

See luminary and -ferous.

luminosity, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -Ity.

luminous, adj., shining; bright. — ME., fr. L.

luminosus, 'full of light', fr. lumen, gen. luminis.

See lumen and -ous.

Derivatives : luminous-ly, adv., luminous-ness, n.

lump, n., a shapeless mass. — ME. lompe, lumpe,

rel. to Du. lomp, 'piece, mass' (whence G. Lum-

pen, 'rag, lump'), which is prob. cogn. with OI.

Idmbate, 'hangs down', lambah, 'hanging down,

long, big', L. limbus, 'hem, border", and with E.

limp, adj. and v. (qq.v.) Cp. limb, 'edge'. Cp. also

lunch.

Derivatives: lump, tr. v., to make into a lump;

intr. v., to form into lumps, lump-er, n., lump-

ing, adj., lump-ing-ly, adv., lump-ish, adj., lump-

ish-ly, adv., lump-ish-ness, n., lump-y, adj., lump-

i-ly, adv., lump-i-ness, n.

lump, intr. v., to look sullen; tr. v., to dislike. —
Of uncertain origin.

Luna, n., the moon-goddess {Roman mythol.) —
I .. Luna 'moon'. See hme.
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lunacy, n. — Formed fr. lunatic with suff. -cy.

lunar, adj., pertaining to the moon. — L. lunaris,

'pertaining to the moon', fr. luna, 'moon'. See

lune and -ar and cp. next word.

Lunaria, n., a genus ofplants, the moonwort {hot.)

ModL., fr. L. lunaris, 'pertaining to the

moon' (see lunar); so called in allusion to the

silvery septum of the fruit.

lunarian, adj., pertaining to the moon; n., 1) in-

habitant of the moon; 2) student of the moon.

— Formed with suff. -ian fr. L. lunaris. See prec.

word.

lunate, adj., crescent-shaped. — L. lundtus, 'cres-

cent-shaped', fr. luna, 'moon'. See lune and adj.

suff. -ate.

lunatic, adj., moonstruck, mad. — Late L. Wnd-

ticus, 'affected by the moon; moonstruck, lunat-

ic', fr. L. lana, 'moon' ; see lune and -atic. Late

L. lundticus'm this sense is prop, a loan transla-

tion of Gk. crEX7)v6pXyiTO(; or (j£XY)v67tX7]XTO(;,

'moonstruck'.

Derivative : lunatic, n.

lunation, n., time between two successive new

moons. — ML. lUnatio, fr. L. luna, 'moon'. See

lune and -ation and cp. limate.

lunch, n. — Prob. altered fr. lump, 'piece' (the

original meaning of lunch was 'piece, lump').

For a similar alteration cp. hunch, which prob.

derives fr. hump.

luncheon, n. — A blend of lunch and nuncheon.

lundyfoot, n., a kind of snuff. — Named after a

tobacconist called Lundy Foot, who lived in

Dublin in the 18th century.

lune, n., any crescentlike object.— F., fr. L. luna,

'moon', which stands for *louqs-nd or *leuqs-nd

and is rel. to L. Wx, gen. lucis, 'light', lucere, 'to

shine', and cogn. with OSlav. luna (for *louqs-

nd), 'moon', OPruss. lauxnos (pi.), 'stars', Mir.

luan. Ion (for *louqsno-), 'light, moon', Avestic

raoxshna-, 'shining, bright', Arm. lusin, 'moon'.

All these words are derivatives of I.-E. base

*leuq-, 'to emit light, to shine; bright'. See ligjit,

'brightness', and cp. lucent. Cp. also lunette,

demilune. MHG. IBne (whence G. Laune), 'hu-

mor, temper, mood, whim, fancy', is borrowed

fr. L. lana, 'moon' (MHG. lune lit. meant 'influ-

ence of the moon').

lunel, n., a muscat wine. — So called from the

town Lunel in the Pyrenees (France), a center of

viticulture.

lunette, n., any of various objects resembling a

half-moon or a crescent.— F., lit. 'little moon',

fr. L. Wna, 'moon'. See lune and -ette.

lung, n. — ME. lunge, fr. OE. lungen, rel. to OS.,

ON., Swed., Norw. lunga, Dan. lunge, OFris.

lungen, MDu. longhe, Du. long, OHG. lungun,

MHG., G. lunge, 'lung', lit. 'the light organ', fr.

I.-E. base 'length-, *leg'"h-, 'hght, easy, agile,

nimble', whence also Arm. lanjk, 'breast' (orig.

'lung'), Russ. legkij, Pol. lekki, 'light', Russ. leg-

koje, Pol. lekkie. 'lung'; see BgW, 'not heavy*,

and cp. limits. For sense development cp. Port.
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/eve, 'lung' (fr. L. levis, 'light'), Ir. seaman,

'lungs' (fr. seaman, 'light'), W. ysgyfaint (dual),

'the lungs' (fr. ysgafn, 'light').

lunge, n., a thrust. — Aphetic for obsol. allonge,

fr. F. allonge, fr. allonger, 'to lengthen, extend'.

See allonge.

Derivative: lunge, intr. v., to make a lunge.

lunge, n., a long rope for guiding a horse. — F.

longe, 'halter, lunge', fr. OF. longe, fem. of the

adj. long, 'long' (in ModF. the fem. is longue).

See long and cp. prec. word.

Derivative: lunge, tr. v., to train (a horse) by the

use of a lunge.

lungfish, n. — Lit. 'a fish that has lungs'.

luni-, combining form meaning 'moon'. — Fr. L.

lurui, 'moon'. See lune.

lunkah, n., a strong kind of cheroot. — Hind.

lanka, a name derived from the Lankah islands

in the delta of Godavary River, where tobacco

is grown.

lunt, n. {Scot.), 1) a slow-burning match; 2)

smoke. — Du. lont. 'match, fuse', rel. to MLG.
lunte, 'match, wick' (whence G. Lunte, 'match,

fuse'). Cp. the first element in linstock.

Derivative: lunt, tr. v., to kindle; intr. v., to emit

smoke.

Lupercalia, n. pi., a festival held annually on the

15th of February in honor of Lupercus {Roman

mythol.)— L. Lupercalia, fr. Lupercal, name of a

grotto at the foot of the Palatine Hill, fr. Luper-

cus, a god identified with the Lycean Pan. The

name Lupercus derives fr. lupus, 'wolf. See

lupine, adj.

lupin, n. — A var. of lupine, n.

lupine, adj., wolflike.— L. lupinus, 'pertaining to,

or connected with, a wolf, fr. lupus, 'wolf. See

wolf and adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus)

and cp. lupine, n. Cp. also Lupercalia, lupulus,

lupus, robalo.

lupine, n., 1) any plant of the genus Lupinus;!:) the

seed of this plant. — ME. lupine, fr. L. lupinum,

also lupinus, 'lupine', fr. lupus, 'wolf. See prec.

word.

Lupinus, n., a genus of plants, the lupine {bot.)—
ModL., fr. lupus, 'wolf (see lupus, lupine) ; so

called from the belief that the plants of these

genus were harmful to the soil.

lupulin, n., the fine powder on the strobiles of the

hop {bot.) — ModL. lupulus, dimin. of L. lupus,

'hop'. See lupulus.

lupulone, n., an antibiotic obtained from hops. —
Coined fr. lupulus.

lupulus, n., the hop. — ModL., 'the hop', dimin.

of L. lupus, 'hop', which is prob. rel. to lupus,

'wolf. See lupine, adj., and cp. prec. word.

lupus, n., tuberculous disease of the skin {med.)

— L. lupus, 'wolf (see lupine, adj.); so called be-

cause it is characterized by ulcerations resem-

bling the bite of a wolf.

lurch, n., embarrassment, helpless plight; obsol.,

except in the phrase to leave one in the lurch. —
F. lourche, a former gaming term.

lurch, n., a sudden movement. — Of uncertain

origin.

Derivative: lurch, intr. v.

lurch, intr. v., to lie in wait, lurk.—A var.oflurk.

lurcher, n., 1) one who or that which lurches ; 2) a

dog of mongrel breed.— Formed fr. prec. word

with agential suff. -er.

lurdan, n., a lazy person; adj., lazy. — ME., fr.

MF. lourdin, fr. OF. (= F.) lourd, 'heavy, dull,

thick-headed, stupid', fr. L. luridus, 'pale yellow,

wan', whence also OF., OProven?. lort, 'foolish',

Sp., Port, lerdo, 'slow, dull, obtuse' ; see lurid.

The most important phases of sense develop-

ment fr. L. luridus to F. lourd, ModProveng.

lurd, 'heavy', seem to nave been 'pale, wan, faint-

ing, dull, heavy-headed', whence 'slow, clumsy,

heavy'.

lure, n., a bait.— ME., fr. MF. hire (F. leurre),

'lure, decoy, bait', fr. OF. loirre, fr. Frankish

nopr, which is rel. to MLG. loder, OHG, MHG.
luoder, G. Luder, 'lure, decoy, bait; carrion',

and to OE. ladian, OS. lathian, ON. lada, OFris.

lathia, MDu. laden, OHG. ladon, MHG., G.

laden, Goth, laiion, 'to call, summon, invite'.

lure, tr. and intr. v., to allure; to entice. — F.

leurrer, fr. leurre. See lure, n., and cp. allure,

lurg, lurgworm, n., a marine worm. — Of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. lug, 'lugworm'.

lurid, adj., wan; gloomy. — L. lUridus, 'pale yel-

low, sallow, wan, ghastly', of uncertain etymol-

ogy. For the ending see suflf. -id (representing L.

-idus). Cp. lurdan.

Derivatives: lurid-ly, adv. lurid-ity, n. (rare),

lurid-ness, n.

lurk, intr. v., to lie in wait.— ME. lurken, formed

fr. ME. luren, 'to frown, lurk' (see lower, 'to

frown'), with the intensive suff. -k. The same

suff. occurs in the verbs smirk, stalk, talk.

Derivatives: lurk, n., lurk-er, n.

lurry, n. — A var. of lorry,

luscious, adj., delicious. — ME. lucius, a var. of

licius, which is aphetic for delicious.

Derivatives: luscious-ly, adv., luscious-ness, n.

lush, adj.— A var. of lash, 'soft and watery' (q.v.)

Derivatives : lush-ly, adv., lush-ness, n.

lust, n. — ME., fr. OE., 'pleasure, desire, lust',

rel. to OS., OFris., Swed., Du., OHG., MHG.,

G. lust, ON. lyst, losti, Dan. lyst, Goth, lustus,

'pleasure, desire, lust', fr. I.-E. base *las-, 'gree-

dy, desirous', whence also L. lascims, 'wanton,

playful, lustful'. See lascivious and cp. list, 'to

please'.

Derivatives: lust, intr. v., lust-er, n., lust-ful, adj.,

tust-ful-ly, adv., lust-ful-ness, n., lust-less, adj.,

lust-ly, adv., lust-y, adj., lust-i-hood, n., lust-i-ly,

adv., lust-i-ness, n.

luster, lustre, n., a lustrum. — L. lustrum. See

lustrum,

luster, lustre, n., gloss, radiance. — MF. ( = F.)

lustre, fr. It. lustra, fr. lustrare, 'to light, illu

minate', fr. L. lustrare, 'to light, illuminate'. See

lustrum.
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Derivative : luster, lustre, tr. v., to render lustrous.

lustral, adj., pertaining to purification. — L. liis-

tralis, 'pertaining to purification from guilt, ex-

piatory, propitiatory', fr. lustrum. See lustrum

and adj. sufF. -al.

lustrate, tr. v., to purify from guilt. — L. liistrd-

tus, pp. of liistrare, 'to purify from guilt', fr.

lustrum. See lustrum and verbal sufif. -ate.

lustration, n., purification from guilt. — L. liis-

tratio, gen. -onis, 'purification from guilt', fr.

lustratus, pp. of lustrdre. See prec. word and -ion.

lustring, n., a silk fabric with glossy finish. — F.

lustrine, fr. It. lustrino, fr. lustro, fr. lustrare, 'to

light, illuminate'. See luster, 'gloss, radiance',

and cp. lutestring,

lustrous, adj., brilliant. — Formed fr. luster,

'gloss, radiance', with suff. -ous.

Derivatives: lustrous-ly, adv., lustrous-ness, n.

lustrum, luster, n., 1) purification of the Roman
people after the census every five years; 2) a

period of five years. — L. lustrum, 'purificatory

sacrifice made once in five years; a period of

five years' (whence lustrare, 'to purify from

guilt'), for *leuqs-trom, *louqs-trom, prop, 'illu-

mination', fr. I.-E. base *leuq-, 'to emit light, to

shine; bright'; see light, 'brightness', and cp.

illustrious. The various phases of the sense devel-

opment of lustrum may prob. be as follows : 'illu-

mination, inspection, review, mustering, expia-

tory offering, expiation'. Accordingly the verbs

lustrare, 'to light, illuminate', and lustrdre, 'to

purify from guilt', are identical.

lutanist, n., a lute player. — ML. lutanista, a hy-

brid coined fr. lutana, a word of Arabic origin,

and suff. -ista (fr. Gk. -kjty]?). See lute, 'an

instrument', and -ist. Cp. lutist.

lute, n., a cohesive substance. — ME., fr. MF.
(= F.) lut, fr. L. lutum, 'mud, clay', which stands

for *lutom and is rel. to -luere in polluere (for

*por-luere), 'to pollute, contaminate', and to lus-

trum (for *lu-strom), 'slough, bog, morass'. See

pollute and cp. lutetia, Lutetian.

Derivatives: lute, tr. v., lut-er, n., lul-ing, n.

lute, n., a stringed instrument. — ME., fr. OF.

lut (F. tuth), fr. OProven?. laut, fr. Arab, al-

'ud (whence also Sp. laud, Port, alaiide. It.

liuto), lit. 'the wood', fr. al-, 'the', and '«rf, 'wood'.

Cp. lutanist.

Derivative: lute, tr. and intr. v.

lutccia, n. — A var. of lutetia.

lutecium, n. — A var. of lutetium.

lutein, n., a yellow pigment (biochem.) — Coined

by Thudichum from L. luteum (in corpus liiteum,

'egg yolk'), neut. of luteus, 'of the color of egg

yolk, yellow' (see luteous) and chem. suflf. -in.

The pigment was so called because it occurs in

egg yolk.

luteo-, combining form meaning 'golden yellow,

orange yellow'.— Fr. L. luteus. See hrteous.

luteolin, n., a yellow coloring matter (chem.) —
Formed with chem. suff. -in fr. L. lateolus, 'yel-

lowish', fr. luteus. See luteous.

luteous, adj., of orange yellow color. — L. luteus,

'golden yellow, orange yellow', fr. lutum, 'plant

used in dying yellow', which is of uncertain ety-

mology.

lutestring, n., lustring. — Alteration of lustring

which was misconceived as the compound of

lute (the instrument) and string,

lutetia, also lutecia, n., lutetiimi oxide (chem.) —
ModL., lit. 'of Paris', coined by the French

chemist Georges Urbain (187^-1938) in 1907

after Gaulish-L. Lutetia, a forteed town of the

GauUsh tribe of the Parisii (hence also called

Lutetia Parlsiorum), the ancient name of Paris,

his native city. The name Lutetia literally means

'swamps'; cp. Olr. loth, 'dirt', W. lludedic,

'muddy, slimy', and see lute, 'a cohesive sub-

stance'. Cp. next word.

Lutetian, adj., Parisian, — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. Lutetia, short for Lutetia Parlsiorum,

'Paris'. See prec. word.

lutetium, also lutecium, n., name of a metallic ele-

ment of the rare-earth group {chem. )— ModL.

See lutetia.

Lutheran, adj. and n. — Formed with suflF. -an

from the name of the German reformer Martin

Luther (1483-1546).

Derivative: Lutheran-ism, n.

lutist, n., 1) a lute player; 2) a maker of lutes. —
A hybrid coined fr. lute, 'an instrument', and

suff. -ist (fr. Gk. -ta-rr)?). Cp. lutanist.

Lutra, n., a genus of mammals, the otter. — L.

lutra, 'otter', for *utra, fr. orig. *udrd, influenced

in form by lutum, 'mud, mire' ; formed fr. I.-E.

base *udr-, 'water', and lit. meaning 'an aquatic

animal', whence also ON. otr, OE. otor, oter,

'otter'. See otter and cp. words there referred to.

lutrine, adj., pertaining to the otter. — Formed

with adj. suff. -ine fr. L. lutra, 'otter'. See prec.

word.

luxate, tr. v., to displace, dislocate. — L. luxatus,

pp. of luxdre, 'to dislocate', fr. luxus, 'dislocat-

ed', which prob. stands for *lug-sds, and is

cogn. with OL. luctdre, L. luctdrl, 'to wrestle,

struggle' (whence lucta, 'a wrestling'), fr. I.-E.

base *lug-, 'to bend, twist', whence also OE.

locc, 'lock of hair'. See lock, 'tuft of hair', and cp

luxe, luxury,

luxation, n.— L. luxdtid, gen. -onis, 'dislocation',

fr. luxdtus, pp. of luxdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

luxe, n., elegance. — F., 'luxury; splendor, mag-

nificence ; extravagance, excess', fr. L. luxus (gen.

luxus), 'excess, luxury, pomp, magnificence',

which is prob. rel. to the adj. luxus, 'dislocated',

and orig. meant 'dislocation (in the figurative

sense), excess'. See luxate and cp. luxury,

luxuriance, luxoriancy, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

luxuriant, adj. — L. luxuridns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of luxuridre. See luxuriate and -ant

Derivatives: luxuriant-ly, adv., luxurianl-ness, n.

luxuriate, intr. v.— L. luxuriStus, pp. of luxuriSrl
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(also luxuridre), 'to be rank, be luxuriant, have

in abundance, be too fruitful; to revel, be wan-

ton', fr. luxuria. See luxury and verbal suff. -ate.

luxurious, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) luxu-

rieux, fr. L. luxuridsus, 'rank, luxurious, exu-

berant', fr. luxuria. See luxury and -ous.

Derivatives : luxurious-ly, adv., luxurious-ness, n.

luxury, n. — ME., fr. OF. luxurie (F. luxure),

fr. L. luxuria, 'rankness, luxury, excess, extrava-

gance, redundancy', fr. luxus, 'luxury'. See luxe.

Luzula, n., a genus of plants, the wood rush (hot.)

ModL., fr. It. luzziola, lucciola (scil. erba), lit.

'the shining plant', dimin. of luce, 'light', fr. L.

lucem, ace. of lux, 'light' (see lucent and cp.

words there referred to); so called from its

shining appearance when covered with dew. Cp.

It. lucciola, 'firefly; glowworm'.

-ly, suS'. forming adjectives. — ME. -lich, -ly, -li,

fr. OE. -lie, -lie, orig. identical with OE. lie,

'body'. Cp. OS., OFris. -lie, ON. -ligr, Dan.,

Swed., Norw. -lig, Du. -lijk, OHG. -lih, -lih,

MHG. -lich, -lich, G. -lich, Goth, -leiks, *-ly',

and see lich, like, adj.

-ly, suff. forming adverbs. — ME. -liche, -ly, -li,

fr. OE. -lice, -lice, fr. OE. -lie, -lie, '-ly' (adj.

suff.) See prec. suff.

lye-, form of lyco- before a vowel.

lycanthrope, n., 1) a werewolf; 2) one affected

with lycanthropy (med.) — Gk. Xuxavftpcoitoi;,

'werewolf, lit. 'man-wolf, compounded of

X'jxo?, 'wolf, and avftpuTToi;, 'man'.Seelyceum

and anthropo-.

lycanthropy, n., 1) assumption of the form of a

wolf in legends ; 2) insanity in which the patient

imagines himself to be a wolf {med.) — Gk.

X'jxavfl-pojTTta, fr. XuxavdptoTcoi;. See prec.

word and -y (representing Gk. -la).

Lycaon, n., an Arcadian king who set before

Zeus a dish of human flesh, in order to test his

divinity {Greek mythol. )— L., fr. Gk. Auxawv,

fr. Xuxdojv, 'werewolf, fr. Xuxo?, 'wolf. See

lyceum and cp. lycanthrope.

lycee, n., a French secondary school. — F., fr. L.

lyceum. See lyceum.

lyceum, n., a lecture hall. — L. lyceum, fr. Gk.

X'jxsiov, a gymnasium in Athens in which Aris-

totle taught; so called after the neighboring

temple of Apollo, one of whose epithets was

A'jxsto?, lit. 'wolf-slayer", from Xuxo?, 'wolf,

which is cogn. with L. lupus, 'wolf. See lupine,

adj.

lych, lych-gate. — See lich, lich-gate.

Lychnis, n., a genus of plants, the campion {hot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. Xuj^vtq, 'campion', prop, 'of

bright red color', rel. to Xuyvo;, 'lamp', which

stands for *X'Jx-<rvo? and is cogn. with OI. ruk-

.^dh, 'shining; bright', L. /««a (for *touqs-nd or

*leuqs-nd), 'moon'. See lune and cp. link, 'torch'.

Lycian, adj ., pertaining to Lycia, an ancient coun-

try of Asia Minor. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Lycius, fr. Gk. Auxto?, 'Lycian'. Cp. next

word.

Derivative: Lycian, n.

Lycium, n., a genus of plants, the matrimony vine

{bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Xuxiov, 'the dyer's

buckthorn', prop. 'Lycian plant', fr. Auxiov,

neut. of Aiixto;, 'Lycian'.

lyco-, before a vowel lye-, combining form

meaning 'wolf. — Gk. Xuxo-, Xux-, fr. Xuxo;,

'wolf. See lyceum.

Lycopersicon, n., a genus of plants of the potato

family {bot) — ModL., fr. Gk. XuxoTTspcrtov, a

kind of plant of the nightshade family, which is

compounded of Xuxo?, 'wolf (see lyco-), and

TiEp^siv, 'to destroy', which is ofuncertain origin.

Lycopodiaceae, n. pi., the club-moss family {bot.)

— ModL., formed fr. Lycopodium with suff.

-aceae.

lycopodiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Lycopodium, n., a genus of plants, the club moss

{hot) — ModL., lit. 'wolfs foot', compounded

of Gk. Xiixoi;, 'wolf, and ttou?, gen. TtoSoi;,

'foot'. See lyco- and podo-.

Lycopsis, n., a genus of plants, the bugloss {bot.)

— ModL., compounded of lyco- and Gk. oil'i?,

'sight, appearance'. See -opsis.

Lycopus, n., a genus of plants, the bugleweed and

the water horehound {bot)— ModL., lit. 'wolfs

foot', fr. lyco- and Gk. tiou;, gen. ttoSo?, 'foot'.

See -pod and cp. Lycopodium.

lyddite, n., a high explosive.—Named after Lj'rfrf,

a town in Kent (England), where it was first test-

ed (in 1888). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Cp. cheddite.

Lydian, adj., pertaining to Lydia, an ancient coun-

try of Asia Minor. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Lydius, fr. Gk. AuSio?, 'Lydian', fr. Ai5S6<;,

of s.m.

Derivative: Lydian, n.

lye, lie, n.—ME. lye, leye, fr. OE. leag, leah, rel. to

MDu. Idghe, Du. hog, OHG. louga, MHG. hu-

ge, G. Lauge, 'lye', ON. laug, 'hot bath, hot

spring', laugardagr, Dan. hrdag, Swed. lordag,

'Saturday' (lit. 'washing day'), OHG. luhhen, 'to

wash', and cogn. with Gk. Xouew, L. lavdre, 'to

wash'. See lave and cp. words there referred to.

Lygeum, n., a genus of grasses {bot) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. XuyoOv, 'to bend, tie fast', which is rel.

to Xuyo?, 'any flexible twig'. See next word.

Lygodiom, n., a genus of plants, the climbing fern

{bot) — ModL., lit. 'flexible, pliant', fr. Gk.

XuvcoSr]?, which is compounded of Xuyoi;, 'any

flexible twig, a willow twig; a withy', and-wSi)?,

'like'. The first element derives fr. I.-E. base

*leug-, *lug-, 'to bend, twist', whence also ON.

lokkr, OE. locc, 'lock of hair' ; see lock, 'tuft of

hair'. For the second element see -ode, 'like', for

the ending see 1st suff. -ium.

Lynmaea, n., a genus of air-breathing snails {zool)

— ModL., erroneous spelling for Limnaea, fr.

Gk. Xtjivaio;, 'from the marsh, pertaining to a

marsh', fr. Xtjxvrj, 'marsh, pool, lake'. See

Umno-.



lymph

lymph, n., a yellowish fluid. — L. lympha, lumpa,

limpa, 'goddess of water, water', prob. dissimilat-

ed fr. Gk. >ii>)j.(fr\. See nymph and cp. limpid.

Cp. also the second element in endolymph, peri-

lymph.

Derivatives : lymphoid (q.v.), lymph-ous, lymph-

y, adjs.

lymph-, form of lympho- before a vowel.

lymphatic, adj., 1) pertaining to, containing or

conveying, lymph ; 2) having a temperament for-

merly attributed to excess of lymph; sluggish;

n., a lymphatic vessel. — L. lymphdticus, 'dis-

tracted, frantic', fr. lympha, 'water'. See lymph

and -atic. For sense development cp. hydropho-

bia.

lymphatism, n., lymphatic temperament {med.)

See lymphatic and -ism.

lymphatitis, n., inflammation of a part ofthe lym-

phatic system (med.) — Medical L. See lymph

and -itis.

lympho-, before a vowel lymph-, combining form

meaning 'connected with, or containing, lymph'.

— Fr. L. lympha. See lymph.

lymphocyte, n., any of the cells found in the

lymph. — Compounded of lympho- and Gk.

xuTO?, 'a hollow vessel'. See -cyte.

Derivative: lymphocyt-ic, adj.

lymphoid, adj., resembling lymph. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. lympha, 'water', and Gk. -oci.Sr]i;,

'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See lymph and

-oid.

lyncean, adj., pertaining to a lynx. — Formed

with sutr. -an fr. L. lynceus, fr. Gk. Xuyxcio?, fr.

XiiyS, gen. Xuyx6?, 'lynx'. See lynx.

lynch, tr. v., to punish by lynch law, esp. to inflict

capital punishment without legal procedure. —
See lynch law.

Derivatives: lynch-er, n., lynch-ing, n.

lynch, lynchet, n. — See linch, linchet.

lynch law, summary punishment inflicted by the

mob without legal formalities. — Fr. earlier

Lynch's law, usually traced to Charles Lynch

(1736-96), a magistrate in Virginia, said to have

started the above practice.

lynx, n. — L., fr. Gk. Xiiy^, cogn. with Arm. lus-

an-un-k' (pi.), Lith. liiSis, Lett, lifsa, OPruss.

luysis (whence PN. Luyseri), OSlav. rysi (with

secondary r for /, prob. under the influence of

the verb riivati, 'to tear to pieces'), OSwed. Id,

OS. lohs, OE. lox, MDu., Du. los, OHG., MHG.
luhs, G. Luchs, and with OI. rusant-, 'bright,

white'; fr. I.-E. base *leuk-, which is rel. to base

*leuq-, 'to emit light, to shine; bright'; so called

in allusion to the shining eyes. See light, 'bright-

ness', and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

ounce, 'lynx'.

Lyon in Lord Lyon King ofArms, title of the chief

herald of Scotland. — Old spelling of lion (see

lion) ; so called from the lion represented on the

Royal Arms of Scotland.

lyonnaise, adj., made in the fashion of the city of

Lyons (said of food). — P., fern, oflyonnais, 'of
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Lyons' ;
prop, shortened from the French term

a la lyonnaise, 'in the fashion of Lyons'. Lyons is

a town in France situated at the confluence of

the Rhone and the Saone.

Lyra, n., a northern constellation (aslron.) — L.

lyra (see lyre) ; so called from the lyre of Orpheus

it is supposed to represent.

lyrate, adj., shaped like a lyre. — Formed with

adj. suflf. -ate fr. L. lyra, 'lyre'. See lyre.

lyre, n.— ME. lire, fr. OF. lire, fr. L. lyra, fr. Gk.

Xiipa, a foreign word of uncertain origin; not

connected with L. laus, 'praise', lauddre, 'to

praise'.

lyric, adj.— MF. lirique (F. lyrique), fr. L. lyricus,

fr. Gk. Xupixos, 'pertaining to, or singing to,

the lyre', fr. Xupa. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: lyric, n., lyric-al, adj., lyric-al-ly,

adv., lyric-al-ness, n., lyric-ism, n.

lyrico-, combining form meaning 'lyrical and'. —
Fr. lyric.

lyrism, n., lyricism. — F. lyrisme, fr. Gk. Xupia-

(j.6(;, fr. Xupa. See lyre and -ism.

lyrist, n.,a) one who plays the lyre; b) a lyrical

poet. — F. lyriste, fr. L. lyristes, fr. Gk. Xupia-

T^e, fr. Xupa. See lyre and -ist.

Lysimachia, n., a genus of plants, the loosestrife

(f,ot.) — L. lysimachia, name of a plant, fr. Gk.

XutJitiayJa, fr. Auai(xaxo?, Lysimachus, King

of Thrace, discoverer of this plant. This PN. lit.

means 'ending strife', fr. Xuctk;, 'a loosing, set-

ting free; releasing', and [xct/y], 'battle'. See

lysis and -machy.

lysin, n., any substance causing the dissolution of

bacteria (biochem.)— Coined fr. Gk. Xuai; (see

lysis) and chem. sufl". -in.

lysine, lysin, n., an amino acid, C^H^NjOj (bio-

chem.)— See prec. word.

lysis, n., 1) gradual recession of a disease (med.);

2) cell destruction by lysins (biochem.) — Gk.

Xuai?, 'a loosing, setting free; releasing; disso-

lution', fr. XuEtv, 'to unfasten, loose, loosen, un-

tie, slacken; to loose; to set free, release, ran-

som; to dissolve', whence alsoXuTpov, 'ransom',

which is cogn. with 01. lundti, lunSti, 'cuts, cuts

off', L. luere, 'to loose, release; to atone for,

expiate', OE. for-leosan, 'to lose; to destroy',

losian, 'to perish, be lost'. See lose and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also -lysis, -lytic.

-lysis, combining form meaning 'loosing, dissolv-

ing, dissolution', as in catalysis, hydrolysis. —
Fr. Gk. Xiiai?. See prec. word and cp. -lytic.

lysol, n., a brown oily liquid, soluble in water.—
Coined fr. Gk. Xiiat? (see lysis) and suflf. -ol

(representing L. oleum, 'oil').

lyssa, n., rabies. — Medical L., fr. Gk. Xiicoa,

Att. XuTTa, 'rage, fury, madness, frenzy, rabies',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. lytta, Alyssum.

-lyte, combining form meaning 'that can be solv-

ed'; corresponding to nouns ending in -lysis.

— Gk. -XoToe, fr. Xurii;, 'that may be loosed'

or 'that is loosed', verbal adj. of Xuetv, 'to

loose'. See -lysis.

M
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Lythraceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the loose-

strife family (hot.) — ModL., formed fr. Lyth-

rum with sutf. -aceae.

lythraceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Lythrum, n., a genus of herbs, the loosestrife (bat.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. Xu<)po?, Xudpov, 'dirt, gore',

which is rel. to Xujxa (for *XuT-[xa), 'filth, dirt,

disgrace', and cogn. with L. lutum, 'mud, clay'.

See lute, 'a cohesive substance', pollute.

lytic, adj., 1) pertaining to lysis; 2) pertaining to

lysin. — See -lytic.

-lytic, combining form forming adjectives corre-

-lyze

sponding to nouns ending in -lysis, as in hydrolyt-

ic.— Gk. -XuTtxdc, fr. XutikAi;, 'able to loose,

loosing', fr. Xuto;, 'loosed', verbal adj. of Xueiv,

'to loose'. See -lysis.

lytta, n., a wormlike cartilage in the tongue of

many mammals (as e.g. the dog). — L. 'worm

under the tongue of a dog, said to cause mad-

ness'. See lyssa.

-lyze, combining form forming verbs correspond-

ing to nouns ending in -lysis.— F. -lyser, back

formation fr. -lyse, fr. L. -lysis, fr. Gk. -XuCTt?.

See -lysis.



M
ma, n.— A childish or colloquial abbreviation of

mamma, 'mother'.

-ma, subst. suff. representing Gk. -fia, forming

nouns that indicate the result of verbal action.

— See suff. -men. which is the exact Latin equiv-

alent of Gk. -[ia, and cp. suff. -ment. Cp. also

suflf. -ism, which is compounded of the suffixes

-ize and -ma.

ma'am, n. — Contraction of madam.

maarib, n., the daily evening prayer {Jewish lit-

urgy).— Heb. ma'anbh, lit. 'bringing evening',

Hiph'il (= causative) partic. of the yerb 'drdbh,

'it became evening', denominated fr. 'erebh,

'sunset, evening', which is rel. to Arab, ghdraba,

Ethiop. 'ardba, '(the sun) has set', Arab, gharb,

'place of sunset, west', Akkad. erebu, 'to enter,

go in', ereb shamshi, 'sunset'. The name maarib

is taken from the text of the first benediction.

Cp. Maghrib. Cp. also Erebus, Europe.

Maarib Arabim, the first of the two benedictions

preceding the Shema in the evening prayer (Jew-

ish liturgy). — Heb. ma 'drlbh 'drdbhim, 'bring-

ing evenings'. See prec. word; 'drdbhim, 'eve-

nings', is the plural of "erebh. The name of the

benediction was taken from the words ma'drtbh

'drdbhim occurring in the text.

Maat, n. , the goddess oftruth and justice in Egyp-

tian mythology. — Egypt. Mad-t, lit. 'truth'.

Mabel, fem.TN. — Short for Amabel.

Mac-, pref. in family names of Gaelic, Irish and

Scottish origin. — Gael., Ir., mac, 'son', fr. Olr.

mace, 'son', which is rel. to OW. map, Co. mdb,

mdp. These words are prob. rel. to Olr. maug,

mug, 'slave', and cogn. with OE. magu, 'son, at-

tendant, servant', ON. mogr, 'son', Goth, magus,

'boy, servant', magaps, 'virgin', OE. mxged,

mxgd, 'maid'. See maiden,

macabre, adj., pertaining to the dance of death.

— P., in danse macabre, 'dance of death', al-

tered— owing to a false reading

—

h.yiP. danse

macabre, fr. earlier Macabre la danse, which is

usually explained as 'dance of the Maccabees'.

The derivation of the PN. Macabre fr. L. Ma-

chabeus is based on Machabeorum chora, the

Medieval Latin name of the 'dance of death'

(see Du Cange, Glossarium mediae et infimae

Latinitatis, Paris 1883-87, s.v. Machabeorum

chora). It is not improbable that the story of the

seven brothers with their mother and that of

Eleazar (II. Mace, chapters 6 and 7), who suff'er-

ed martyrdom, conveyed the idea of 'the dance

of death'. For the etymology of the name Ma-

chabeus see Maccabees. Some lexicographers de-

rive macabre fr. Syr. (marqadhtd dhl) m qabb re,

'(dance of the) grave-diggers', or fr. Arab, mdq-

bara*', 'cemetery'.

Macaca. n.. a genus of monkeys, the macaque

izool.)— ModL., fr. Port, macaca, 'female mon-

key', fem. of macaco. See macaco,

macaco, n., any of several species of lemurs. —
Port., fr. African (Congo) name. Cp. macaque,

macadam, n., material for road making. —
Named after the Scot, engineer John London

Macadam (1756-1836), inventor of the process.

Derivatives: macadam-ize, tr. v., macadam-iz-

ation, n.

macao, n., a game, a variety of vingt-et-un.— So

called from Macao, a seaport in China, where

this game is still in fashion.

macaque, n., any monkey of the genus Macaca.

— F., fr. Port, macaco. See Macaca.

macaroni, n., 1) tube-shaped food made of dried

wheaten paste; 2) dandy. — It. maccaroni, now

maccheroni, pi. of maccarone, resp. maccherone,

'paste with cheese', fr. Late Gk. [xaxapia, 'food

composed of broth and barley groats', which de-

rives (with obscure sense development) fr. Gk.

Ijtaxapta, 'happiness, bliss', fr. [iixap, 'blessed,

happy', a word of uncertain origin. Cp. maca-

roon.

macaronic, adj., written in burlesque style; n., a

burlesque composition. — Formed fr. prec.

word with suflF. -ic.

Derivative: macaronic-al-ly, adv.

macaroon, n., small cake made of almonds. — F.

macaron, fr. dial. It. maccarone, fr. It. maccaroni.

See macaroni,

macartney, n., the fire-backed pheasant. — Short

for Macartney pheasant; named after Lord

Mflcartnej (1737-1806).

Macassar oil, a hair oil orig. made from materials

obtained from Macassar. — From Macassar

(native Mangkasara), name of a district of the

island of Celebes. Cp. antimacassar,

macaw, n., any parrot of the genus Ara. — Port.

macau, prob. fr. macauba, 'macaw palm' (see

next word), and so called because it feeds on the

fruit of this tree.

macaw palm,— Port, macauba, fr. Tupi macauba,

'the macaw palm'.

Maccabean, adj., pertaining to the Maccabees.—
See next word and -an.

Maccabees, n. pi.— F. Machabes, fr. Late L. Ma-

chabaei, fr. Machabaeus, surname given to Ju-

das, the third son of Mattathias the Hasmonean,

usually connected with Heb. maqqdbh, 'ham-

mer', but prob. derived from an inexact trans-

literation of Heb. matzbV, 'general, commander

of an army", fr. tzdbha, 'host, army'. See Saba-

oth.

maccaboy, n., also maccoboy, maccabaw, a kina

of scented snuff. — Named from Macouba, a

district in Martinique.

mace, n., a weapon (hist.); a staff. — ME.,

ti
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fr. OF. mace (F. masse), fr. VL. *mattea, back
formation fr. L. mateola, 'mallet', fr. *matea,

which is cogn. with OI. matydm, 'harrow, club',

OSlav. motyka, 'mattock', OHG. medela, 'plow'.

Cp. It. mazza, Sp. maza, 'mace', which also de-

rive fr. VL. *mattea. Cp. also masbie, masse,

mattock, stramazon.

Derivative: mace, tr. v., to strike with a mace.

mace, n., a spice consisting of the dried outer

covering of nutmeg. — ME. macis, fr. F. macis,

fr. Late L. macis, which is prob. a scribal error

for L. macir, 'red bark of an Indian root', fr. Gk.

ixaxip, a word of uncertain origin. The -j in F.

macis was mistaken for the plural suff. and ac-

cordingly dropped in English.

mace, n., swindling; tr. and intr. v., to swindle

(slang). — Of uncertain origin.

macedoine, n., a dish of fruit or vegetables em-

bedded in jelly. — F., fr. Macedoine, fr. L. Ma-
cedonia, fr. Macedones, 'the Macedonians', fr.

Gk. MaxcSovEc, of s.m. ; so called facetiously in

allusion to the medley of nations of different

origin by which Macedonia was inhabited. See

next word.

Macedonian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. Macedonius, fr. Gk. MaKES6vio^, 'Mace-

donian', fr. MaxESovE?, 'the Macedonians', lit.

'the Highlanders', or 'the Tall Ones', rel. to

lxaxESv6i;, 'long, tall', and to (xaxpi;, 'long,

large'. See macro-.

macer, n., one who bears a mace. — Formed fr.

mace, 'a weapon', with agential suff. -er.

macer, n., a swindler (slang).— Formed fr. mace,

'to swindle', with agential suff. -er.

macerate, tr. v., to steep by soaking; to cause to

waste away; to torment; intr. v., to waste away.
— L. mdcerdtus, pp. of mdcerdre, 'to make soft

or tender', fr. I.-E. base *mag-, *m^g-, 'to

knead', whence also Gk. [xaytt;, 'kneaded mass,

cake', (jiayEU?, 'one who kneads, baker', OSlav.

maz^, mazati, 'to anoint, smear', mash, 'butter,

oil', masti, 'ointment', Bret, meza, 'to knead',

MIr. maistir, 'to churn'. From *mdk-, a var. of

*mag-, possibly derives Gk. [laaoui (if standing

for *m q-yo), 'I squeeze, press into a mold,

knead'. See make v., and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

magma, maze-, 'placenta'. Cp. also mass, 'size,

quantity'. — Cp. *menq-, 'to knead', a collater-

al base, for the derivatives of which see mingle.

(Gk. (iaaaco could also stand for *mnq-yd,

hence be a derivative of base *menq-.)

Derivatives: macerat-er, macerat-or, n., mace-
ration, n.

machete, n., a large, heavy knife. — Sp., derived

fr. macho, 'hammer', fr. L. marculus, which was
prob. dissimilated fr. *malclos, for *mal-tlos,

and rel. to malleus, 'hammer' ; see malleus and
cp. march, 'to walk'. L. marcus, 'hammer', is a

back formation fr. marculus, which was mis-

taken for a diminutive.

Madietes, n., a genus of birds, the ruff; synonym
ofPhilomachus (ornithol.)—ModL., fr. Gk. (xa-

-tnachy

ZYjTT)?, 'fighter', fr. naxEO-S-ai, 'to fight'. See

-machy and cp. Philomachus.

-machia, combining form. — See -machy.

Machiavellian, adj., 1) pertaining to the Floren-

tine statesman Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1 527),

author of 'II Principe', or to his political doc-

trines ; whence 2) crafty, subtle.— For the end-

ing see suff. -ian.

Derivative : Machiavellian, n.

Machiavellism, n.— See prec. word and -ism.

machicolate, tr. v., to provide with machicola-

tions. — ML. machicoldtus, pp. of machicoldre,

fr. MF. machicouler, 'to provide with machicola-

tions', fr. MF. machecolis (whence F. machi-
coulis, 'machicolation'), which is perh. an altera-

tion of *machis coulis, fr. *machis, a derivative

of the verb macher, 'to crush, bruise' (whence F.

machure, 'a bruise'), and coulis, 'the act of flow-
ing', fr. couler, 'to flow'; see Bloch-Wartburg,

DELF., p. 361 s.v. machicoulis. See coulisse and
cp. portcullis. For the ending see verbal suff.

-ate.

machicolation, n., an opening in the floor made
between the corbels that support the parapet. —
See prec. word and -ion.

machicoulis, n., machicolation.— F. machicoulis.

See machicalate.

machina, n., a machine. — L. mdchina, 'machine'.

See machine.

machinate, intr. v., to plot, scheme. — L. mdchi-

ndtus, pp. of mdchindri, 'to invent, devise, plot',

fr. mdchina. See machine, and verbal suff. -ate.

machination, n., plot, intrigue. — L. mdchindtio,

gen. -onis, 'machination, device, trick', fr. md-
chindtus, pp. of mdchindri. See prec. word and
-ion.

machinator, n., plotter, schemer. — L. mdchind-

tor, fr. mdchindtus, pp. of mdchindri. See ma-
chinate and agential suff. -or.

machine, n.— MF. (= F.), fr. L. mdchina, 'ma-

chine, engine, fabric, frame, device, trick', fr.

Dor. [iSxava, corresponding to Att. (xvjxavTj,

'machine, contrivance, artificial means, expe-

dient', fr. Dor. (xayos (Attic (xrjxo? ) , 'contriv-

ance, means, expedient, remedy', fr. I.-E. base

*mdgh-, *m^gh-, 'to be able', whence also OSlav.

mogQ, mosti, 'to be able', OE. mxg, 'I can'. See

may, auxil. v., and cp. main, 'might', might. Cp.
also mechanic.

Derivatives: machine, tr. v., machin-ery, n.,

machinist (q.v.)

machinist, n. — A hybrid coined (on analogy of
F. machiniste) fr. L. machina and -ist, a suff. of
Greek origin.

Machpelah, n., name of the cave in Hebron, in

which the patriarchs and their wives were buried

(Bible). — Heb. Makhpeld^, fit. 'double cave',

fr. kdphdl, 'he doubled', whence kephel, 'the

double'; rel. to Aram, k^phal, 'he doubled',
kiphld, kuphld, 'double', Arab, kijl, 'the double',
Ethiop. kafdla, 'he divided', kefel, 'a part'.

-machy, -machia, combining form meaning
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'battle, war, contest', as in alectryomachy, gigan-

tomachy.^Gk. -(iaxta.fr. ^laxti, 'battle, fight',

rel. to [xiysa^M, 'to fight' ; of uncertain origin.

Cp. the second element in Andromache, Tele-

machus.

mackerel, n., an edible fish (Scomber scombrus).

— OF. makerel, maquerel (F. maquereau), of

uncertain origin; possibly identical with next

word.

mackerel, n., a pimp, pander (archaic). — ME.

makerel, fr. OF. makerel, maquerel (F. maque-

reau), 'pimp, pander', fr. MDu. makelaer (Du.

makelaar), 'broker, agent', fr. makelen, 'to act as

a broker', fr. m<iA;e«, 'to make' ; see make, v. G.

makeln, 'to act as a broker', and Makler, also

Makler, 'broker', are Dutch loan words.

mackinaw, n. — Short for Mackinaw boat, resp.

Mackinaw coat, Mackinaw blanket, etc., fr. Can.

F. Mackinac, fr. Mackinac, a port in Michigan,

fr. Ojibway Indian mitchimakinak, 'great turtle'.

mackintosh, n., a waterproof outer coat. —
Named after Charles Mackintosh (1766-1843),

who invented the waterproofing of materials.

macklntoshite, n., a silicate of uranium, thorium

and other metals (mineral) — Named after the

American chemist James B. Mackintosh. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

mackle, n., macule; blur. — F. macule, fr. L. ma-

cula. See macula and cp. mascle.

Derivative: mackl-ed, adj.

macle, n., a twinned crystal.— F., fr. L. macula.

See macula and cp. prec. word.

Derivative: macl-ed, adj.

Madura, n.,'a genus of trees, the Osage orange

(fto(.)— ModL., named after the American geol-

ogist William Maclure (1763-1840).

macon, n., a red Burgundy wine. — Named after

Macon, a French city and center of viticul-

ture.

macr-, form of macro- before a vowel.

macram^, n., a kind of ornamental work embroi-

dered into knots. — Turk, maqrama, 'handker-

chief, fr. Arab. miqramJ', 'embroidered veil'.

macro-, before a vowel macr-, combining form

meaning 'long'. — Gk. [xaxpo-, [xaxp-, fr. [i.a-

xpoc, 'long, large', cogn. with L. macer, 'lean,

thin', ON. magr, OE. mxger, 'lean,_thin',^fr.

I.-E. *m^kr6s, derivative of base *mdk-, *m k-,

'long, thin', whence also Gk. [xvixo?, 'length',

taaxE-Sv-oc, 'long, tall'. See meager and cp.

Macedonian, meco-.

macrobiotic, adj., long-lived; tending to prolong

life.—Formed with suflf.-ic fr. Gk. [laxpopioTo?,

'long-lived', fr. uaxpo^io?, of s.m., which is

compounded of [xaxpo;, 'long', and pio?, 'life'.

See macro- and bio-,

macrocephalic, also macrocephalous, adj., large-

headed. — Formed with suflf. -ic, resp. -ous, fr.

Gk. (iaxpox^cpaXoi;, 'large-headed', which is

compounded of (iaxp6(;, 'long', and xeipaXYi,

'head'. See macro- and cephalic,

macrocephaly, n., the condition of being macro-
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cephalic. — See prec. word and -y (representing

Gk.-iS).

macrocosm, n., the great world, the universe. —
F. macrocosme, compounded of macro- and Gk.

Koapio?, 'world'. See cosmos and cp. microcosm.

macron, n., a short horizontal line placed over a

vowel to indicate its length. — Gk. tiaxpov,

neut. of [xaxp6?, 'long'. See macro-.

macroscopic, also macroscopical, adj., large

enough to be seen by the naked eye. — Com-

pounded of macro- and Gk. axoTtstv, 'to look

at, examine' (see -scope), and suff. -ic, resp. also

-al. Cp. microscope.

Derivative: macroscopical-ly, adv.

macrospore, n., a megasphore. — Compounded

ofmacro- and Gk. (jTropa, 'a sowing, seed'. See

spore.

Macrura, n., a division of crustaceans (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'long-tailed', compounded of macr-

and Gk. oupa, 'tail'. See uro-, 'tail-'.

Derivatives: macrur-al, macrur-ous, adjs., ma-

crur-an, n.

macula, n., a spot, stain; a spot on the surface of

the sun ; a spot on the skin. — L. macula, 'spot,

mark, stain, blot, mesh', prob. for *(s)m^-tld, fr.

I.-E. base *sme(i)-, 'to rub', whence also Gk.

ojico, (J[i7iv, 'to anoint, smear, rub, wipe,

cleanse', (![i-i]M, uixTJixa, 'unguent', ajxrixetv, 'to

clear off, soap, purge'. Accordingly, the original

meaning of macula seems to have been, 'a soiled

spot, a spot to be cleaned'. See smite and words

there referred to and cp. esp. mackle, mail,

'armor'. Cp. also maquis.

Derivative: macul-ar, adj.

maculate, tr. v. — L. maculdtus, pp. of maculdre,

'to make spotted, to speckle', fr. macula. See

prec. word and verbal suff". -ate.

Derivative: maculat-ed, adj.

maculate, adj. — L. maculdtus, 'spotted', pp. of

maculdre. See maculate, v.

maculation, n. — ME. maculacion, fr. L. maculd-

tid, gen. -onis, 'a spotting', fr. maculdtus, pp.

of maculdre. See maculate, v., and -ion.

macule, n., a spot.— F., fr. L. macula. See macula.

macule, tr. and intr. v., to mackle. — F. maculer,

fr. macule. See macule, n.

mad, adj. — ME. mad, madde, fr. OE. gemxdd,

gemxded, pp. of a lost verb, fr. gemdd, 'mad',

which is rel. to OS. gi-med, OHG. gi-meit, 'fool-

ish, crazy', Goth, ga-maidans (ace. pi.), 'crip-

pled, wounded', ON. meida, 'to hurt, maim',

MHG. meidenen, 'to castrate', and prob. cogn.

with Gk. (jLiTuXo?, 'maimed, hornless, weak',

(jitciTuXXciv, 'to cut into pieces', OLith. apmai-

tinti, 'to wound'. Cp. maim.

Derivatives: mad, tr. and intr. v. (rare), madd-en,

n., madd-en-ing, adj., madd-en-ing-ly, adv., mad-

ly, adv., madness (q.v.)

madam, n.— F. madame, for ma dame, 'my lady',

fr. L. mea domina. L. mea is fem. of meus, 'my;

mine' ; see me, mine, adj. For the etymology of

dame see dame.
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madame, n., a French title of respect, orig. for a

woman of rank, now given to every married

woman. — F., fr. ma dame, 'my lady'. See prec.

word.

madarosis, n., loss of the eyelashes (med.)— Med-

ical L.,fr. Gk. ^jLaSapcoCTif;, 'baldness', fr. [xaSa-

poCiv, 'to make bald', fr. [xaSapog, 'wet, watery;

bald', from the stem of |jiaS5tv, 'to be wet, to

flow', which is prob. rel. to jJ-oti^o?, (laaTo? (for

•[ji,aS-T-6(; ), 'breast'. See mast, 'fruit of beech',

and -osis.

madarotic, adj., affected with the loss of eyelashes

(med.) — See prec. word and -otic.

madder, n., a plant (Rubia tinctorum). — ME.
mader, fr. OE. msedere, rel. to ON. madra, Swed.

madra, MDu. mede, Du. mede, mee-krap, OHG.
matara, 'madder', and cogn. with Pol. modry,

Czech modr^, 'blue'.

made, pp. of make.— ME. maked, made, fr. OE.

macod, 'made', pp. of macian, 'to make'. See

make, v.

Madeira, n., name of an island in the Atlantic and

name of the wine produced in the island. —
Port., fr. madeira (= Sp. madera), 'timber,

wood', fr. L. materia (see matter, 'substance')

;

so called because it was formerly rich in timber;

cp. madrier. For sense development cp. Cyprus,

'the island of cypress trees' (see Cyprian), and

Pityuses, 'the islands covered with pines'.

Madeline, fem. PN. — Fr. Magdalene (q.v.)

mademoiselle, n., a title given to an unmarried

French woman, equivalent to E. miss.— F., for

ma demoiselle, fr. VL. mea *dominicella, lit. 'my

young mistress'. For the first word see madam;
for the second see damsel and cp. demoiselle.

madness, n. — ME. maddnesse, fr. madd, 'mad'.

See mad and -ness.

Madoc, masc. PN. — W. Madawg, fr. madawg,

'benefiting', fr. mad, 'fortunate'.

Madonna, n. — It. madonna, fr. Olt. ma donna

(= It. mia donna), 'my lady', for L. mea domina,

'my lady'. See madam and donna.

madrague, n., a large fishpond. — F. madrague,

fr. Proven?, madraga, fr. Sp. almadraba, fr.

Arab, almdzrabd', 'the enclosure', which is

formed fr. al-, 'the', and mdzrabcr, 'enclosure',

fr. zdraba, 'he made an enclosure'.

madras, n., a light cotton fabric. — So called

from Madras, in India.

madrasah, n., a Mohammedan college. — Arab.

mddrasa'', lit. 'a place of study', formed with

local pref ma- from the stem of ddrasa, 'he read

repeatedly, he studied', a loan word fr. Aram.-

Syr. d^rash, 'he inquired into, examined', which

is rel. to Heb. ddrdsh, of s.m. See midrash.

Madreporaria, n., an order of Anthozoa (zool.)

— ModL. See next word.

madrepore, n., any of various corals of the genus

Acropora. — F. madrepore, fr. It. madrepora

which is compounded of madre, 'mother', and

poro, 'pore'. It. madre derives fr. L. mdtrem, ace.

of mater, 'mother' ; see mother and cp. mater. It.

maffick

poro comes fr. L. porus, fr. Gk. Ttopoq, 'pore';

see pore. The change of It. poro to -pora (in ma-

drepora) is due to the influence of the gender of

madre (which is nat. feminine).

Derivative: madrepor-ic, adj.

madrier, n., a thick plank serving various pur-

poses, esp. to receive the mouth of a petard.—F.,

fr. OProvenc. madier, 'cover of a kneading

trough', fr. VL. *materium, fr. L. materia,

'wood, timber'. See matter and cp. Madeira.

madrigal, n., 1) a short love poem; 2) music for

such a poem. — It. madrigale, of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives: madrigal-ian, n., madrigal-ist,

n.

madrona, madrono, n., an evergreen tree. Arbutus

menziesii.— Sp. madrono, 'strawberry tree', rel.

to maduro, 'ripe, mature', fr. L. maturus, of s.m.

See mature, adj.

Madura foot, infection of the foot caused by a

species of fungus; called also mycetoma (med.)

— Named after Madura, a district in Madras,

India, where this disease especially occurs.

Maecenas, n., a patron of literature or art. — L.

Gains Cilnius Maecenas (died in the year 8

B.C.B.), the patron of Virgil and Horace.

Maelstrom, n., a famous whirlpool off' the NW.
coast of Norway. — Du. maelstrom (now maal-

stroom), lit. 'grinding stream', fr. malen, 'to

grind', and strom, 'stream'. See meal, 'flour",

and stream.

Maemacterion, n., name of the 5th month of the

Attic Greek calendar year (corresponding to

November-December). — Gk. Mat(ji,axTT,picov,

fr. MaifxaxTT)?, 'the god of storms', epithet of

Zeus at Athens, lit. 'stormy, boisterous, impetu-

ous', from the stem of liatiidtatieiv, a secondary

form of [jiaijiav, 'to be very eager', formed with

reduplication from the stem of [jLaiEa&ai, 'to

endeavor, seek, strive', which is rel. to |j.coa&at,

'to seek after, covet'.

Maenad, n., priestess of Bacchus (Greek mythol.)

— L. maenas, gen. -adis, fr. Gk. piaiva;, gen.

-aSoi;, 'a raving woman; a bacchante', from

the stem of jjiaivsafl^ai, 'to rave, rage". See

mania.

Maenidae, n. pi., a small family of sea fishes

(zool)— ModL., fr. L. maena, a kind of small,

spratlike sea fish, fr. Gk. |xa£vY), of s.m., which

is possibly cogn. with Lith. menke, Lett, menza,

'codfish'. For the ending see suff". -idae.

maestoso, adj., majestic (musical direction).— It.,

fr. maesta, 'majesty', fr. L. mdjestdtem, ace. of

mdjestds. See majesty and adj. suff, -ose.

Derivatives: maestoso, adv. and n.

maestro, n., a master, esp. an eminent musical

composer. — It., 'master', fr. L. magistrum, ace.

of magister, 'master'. See master.

maffick, intr. v., to celebrate in a boisterous man-
ner.— Back formation fr. a supposed pres. part.

mafficking, facetious alteration of Mafeking,

name of a town in S. Africa, whose relief (on
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May 17, 1900) was celebrated in London in a

boisterous, uproarious way.

mafifia, mafia, n., organized lawless hostility in

Sicily. It. maffia, mafia, of uncertain origin.

Mag, fern. PN. — Dimin. of Margaret. Cp. mag-

got, magpie,

magazine, n. — MF. magazin (F. magasin), it.

OF. magazin, fr. It. magazzino, fr. Arab, ma-

khdzin, pi. of makhzan, 'storehouse', fr. khdzana,

'he stored up', for the etymology of which see

Paul de Lagarde, Gesammelte Abhandlungen,

Leipzig, 1866, p. 25. Cp. alhacena, almacen.

Derivatives : magazine, tr. v., magazin-er, n.

magdalen, also magdalene, n., a reformed pros-

titute. — Named after Mary Magdalene, men-

tioned in Luke 8:2 (often identified with the

penitent woman in Luke 7 : 37-50). See Magda-

lene.

Magdalene, also Magdalen, fern. PN.— Eccles.

L. Magdalene, fr. Gk. MaySaXTivT), 'Magda-

lene', lit. 'woman of Magdala', fr. MaySaXa, fr.

Aram. Maghd^ld, place on the Sea of Galilee

(see Yerushalmi 'Erubhin, 5,1), lit. 'tower', fr.

g^dhal, 'he became great'; rel. to Ueb. gddhdl,

'he became great, was great', gddhSl, 'great'. Cp.

Madeline, magdalen, maudlin,

mage, n., a magician. — F., fr. L. magus, 'magi-

cian'. See magus and cp. magic, adj.

magenta, n., a purplish red dye. — So called be-

cause it was discovered shortly after the battle

of Magenta in 1859.

maggot, n. — Prob. formed (under the influence

of Maggot, dimin. of Mag) fr. ME. maddock, fr.

ON. madkr, which is rel. to OE. mada, OS.

matho, MLG., MDu., Du. made, OHG. mado,

MHG., G. made, Goth, mapa, 'maggot', and

possibly cogn. with Arm. mat'il, 'louse'. Cp.

mawkish, moth.

Derivative: maggot-y, adj.

Maghrib, n., Barbary. — Arab. Maghrib, 'the

West', fr. ghdraba, '(the sun) has set', whence

gharb, 'place of the sunset, west'. See maarib.

Maghribi, n., a nativeof Barbary.— Arab. Magh-

ribt 'an inhabitant of the West', formed fr.

Maghrib (see prec. word) with -f, asuff. express-

ing relationship and corresponding to Heb.

suff. -i".

Magi, n. pi., a priestly caste in Media and Persia.

— L. magi, pi. of magus. See Magus.

Magian, adj., pertaining to the Magi; n., one of

the Magi. — See prec. word and -ian.

magic, n. — ME. magik, fr. MF. (= F.) ma-

gique, fr. Late L. magice, fr. Gk. fiocyixr) (scil.

Tf/vTj), lit, 'magic art', fem. of the adjective

;i.a-yiy.6c, 'Magian, magical'. See magic, adj.

magic, adj. — ME. magik, fr. OF. (= F.) ma-

gique, fr. L. magicus, fr. (iayixo;, 'Magian, magi-

cal", fr. liayo;, 'Magus, magician'. See Magus

and -ic.

Derivatives: magic-al, adj., magic-al-ly, adv.

magician, n.— ME. magicien, fr. MF. (= F.) ma-

gicien, fr. OF. magique. See magic, n., and -ian.

magilp, n. — A var. of megilp.

magisterial, adj., 1) pertaining to a master; 2)

pertaining to a magistrate; 3) authoritative. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Late L. magis-

terius, fr. L. magister, 'master'. See master.

Derivatives: magisterial-ly, adv., magisterial-

ness, n.

magistracy, n., the office of a magistrate. —
Formed fr. magistrate with suflf. -cy.

magistral, adj., 1) magisterial; 2) guiding; 3) pre-

pared for a particular case (pharm.)— L. magis-

trdlis, 'of a master', fr. magister, gen. magistrl,

'master'. See master and adj. suflf. -al.

Derivative: magistral-ly, adv.

magistrate, n., a public civil officer. — ME. ma-

gistrat, fr. L. magistrdtus, 'high civil official, mag-

istrate', fr. magister, gen. magistrl, 'master'.

See master and subst. suflf. -ate.

Derivatives: magistrat-ive, adj., magistrat-ure,

n.

magma, n., a pasty mass. — L., fr. Gk. |iaY[J.a,

'a thick unguent', fr. [iaaaco (for *[AaY-i<o), 'I

squeeze, press into a mold, knead'. See macerate.

Magna Charta, also Magna Carta, the Great,

Charter obtained from King John on June 15th

1215. ML., 'great charter'. See magnum and

chart.

magnanimity, n. — ME. magnanimite, fr. MF.

(= F.) magnanimite, fr. L. magnanimitdlem, ace.

of magnanimitas, 'highmindedness', fr. magna-

nimus. See next word and -ity.

magnanimous, adj., of a generous, noble charac-

ter. — L. magnanimus, 'highminded, magnani-

mous', lit. 'great-souled', compounded of mag-

nus, 'great', and animus, 'soul'. See magnum and

animus. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Derivatives: magnanimous-ly, adv., magnani-

mous-ness, n.

magnate, n., a great man ; a man of high position.

— Late L. magnds, gen. magndtis, 'magnate', fr.

L. magnus, 'great'. See magnum.

magnesia, n., magnesium oxide (chem. ) — ML.,

fr. Gk. fiayvTicta, shortened fr. f) Mtx-piTjcria

Xi&o?, 'the Magnesian stone', fr. MayvTiaia,

the name of a peninsula and a town in East

Thessaly. Cp. magnet, manganese.

Derivatives: magnesi-al, magnesi-an, adjs.

magnesite, n., magnesium carbonate (mineral.)—
F. magnesite, fr. Gk. (iayvrjafS. See magnesia

and subst. suflF. -ite.

magnesium, n., name of a silvery-white metallic

element (cAew.) — ModL. See magnesia and

chem. suff. -ium.

Derivatives: magnesi-al, magnesi-an, magnes-ic,

adjs.

magnet, n. — ME. magnete, fr. OF. magnete,

fr. L. magnetem, ace. of magnes, 'loadstone', fr.

Gk. MaY^?)Ti(; Xi&o?, 'stone from Magnesia,

lodestone', fr. MaYVY)(Jia, a town in Lydia,

Asia Minor.

Derivatives: magnet, tr. v., magnetic (q.v.).
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magnet-ism, n., magnet-ist, n., magnet-ize, tr. v.,

magnet-iz-able, adj., magnet-iz-abil-ity, n., mag-

net-iz-ation, n., magnet-iz-er, n., magnet-iz-ing,

adj.

magnetic, adj. — F. magnetique, fr. Late L. mag-

neticus, fr. L. magnes, gen. magnetis, 'loadstone'.

See magnet and adj. suflf. -ic.

Derivatives: magnetic-al, adj., magnetic-al-ly,

adv., magnetic-al-ness, n.

magnetite, n., a native oxide of iron; lodestone

(mineral.) — G. Magnetit, fr. L. magnes, gen.

-etis. See magnet. The ending -;7 goes back to Gk.

-ITT)?; see subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: magnetit-ic, adj.

magneto-, combining form meaning 'magnetic'.

— See magnet.

magneto, n., a magneto-electric machine. — See

magneto-.

magni-, combining form meaning 'great'; used

either in a laudatory or a depreciatory sense. —
L. magni-, fr. magnus, 'great'. See magnum.

magniflc, adj., magnificent. — OF. (= F.)

magnifique, fr. L. magnificus. See magnificent

and -fie.

Derivatives : magnific-al, adj., magnific-al-ly, adv.

Magnificat, n., the canticle of the Virgin Mary,

Luke 1 : 46-55. — So called fr. magnificat, 'mag-

nifies', the first word of the Latin version of the

canticle; L. magnificat is 3rd pers. sing. pres. of

magnificdre, 'to magnify'. See magnify.

magnification, n. — Late L. magnificdtid, gen.

-onis, fr. L. magnificdtus, pp. of magnificdre. See

magnify and -ation.

magnificence, n. —• ME., fr. OF. (= F), fr. L.

magnificentia, 'splendor, munificence', fr. mag-

nificus. See next word and -ce.

magnificent, adj. — OF., back formation fr. L.

magnificentior, compar. of magnificus, 'splendid,

munificent", lit. 'doing great things", fr. magnus,

great", and -ficus, from the stem of L. -ficere,

unstressed form of facere, 'to make, do'. See

magnum, -fie and -ent.

Derivatives: magnificent-ly, adv., magnificent-

ness, n.

magnifico, n., title of a Venetian nobleman.— It.,

lit. 'magnific', fr. L. magnificus, 'splendid, muni-

ficent'. See magnific, magnificent.

magnify, tr. v. — ME. magnifien, fr. OF. (= F.)

magnifier, fr. L. magnificdre, 'to praise highly,

magnify", which is compounded of magnus,

great", and -ficdre, fr.facere, 'to make, do'. See

magnum and -fy and cp. magnificent.

Derivative: magnifi-er, n.

magniloquence, n. — L. magniloquentia, 'elevated

language; pompous language', fr. magniloquus.

See next word and -ce.

magniloquent, adj., speaking pompously; bom-

bastic. — Formed with suff. -ent fr. L. magnilo-

quus, 'pompous in talk, boastful', fr. magnus,

'great', and -loquus, 'speaking', fr. loqui, 'to

speak'. See loquacious.

Derivative: magnitoquent-ly, adv.

magnitude, n., greatness.— ME., fr. L. magnitudd,

'greatness, size, bulk', fr. magnus, 'great'. See

magnum and -tude.

Magnolia, n., a genus of plants (bat.) — ModL.,

named after Pierre Magnol, French professor of

botany (1638-1715). For the ending see 1st suflf.

-ia.

Magnoliaceae, n. pi., the magnolia family (bot^

— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

magnoliaceous, adj .— See prec. word and -aceous.

magnum, n., a bottle holding two quarts of wine

and spirits. — Lit. 'something large', fr. L.

magnum, neut. of magnus, 'great, large, much,

abundant', which stands for *m g-nos and de-

rives fr. I.-E. base *meg(h)-, *m^g-, 'great, large',

whence also OI. mah-, mahd-, mahdt-, 'great',

Gk. \i.^a.c,, fem. [xeydtXv), neut. n^ya, 'great,

large', Goth, mikils, OE. micel, mycel, 'great,

big, many'. See mickle and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

magnum bonum, 1) a large variety ofyellow plum;

2) a large variety of potato. — L., 'large and

good', fr. magnum, neut. of magnus, 'great,

large', and bonum, neut. of bonus, 'good'. See

magnum and bonus.

magnum opus, a great work, masterpiece; a per-

son's greatest work. — L., 'great work', fr.

magnum, neut. of magnus, 'great, large', and

opus, gen. operis, 'work'. See magnum and opus.

magot, n., the Barbary ape. — P., fr. the PN.
Magot, corruption of Magog, fr. Heb. Mdghogh,

name of a country and of a nation (see Ezek.

38:2 and 39:6), applied derisively to the Bar-

bary ape.

magpie, n. — Compounded of Mag, abbrevia-

tion of Margaret and pie, the bird. For sense

development cp. F. margot, 'magpie', fr. Mar-

got, 'Mag, Maggy', a pet form of Marguerite,

'Margaret'.

maguey, n., any of various species of Agave. —
Sp., fr. Taino.

Magus, n., one of the Magi ; (not cap.) a magician.

— L., fr. Gk. [iiyo?, fr. OPers. magush, 'magi-

cian', whence also Talmudic Heb. mdgosh,

Aram, amgushd, 'magician'.

Magyar, n., Hungarian. — Hungarian.

Mahabharata, n., one of the two great Hindu ep-

ics (the other is Ramayana). — OI. Mahdbhdra-

tah, lit. 'the great (story of the) Bharatas'. OI.

mahd-, 'great', is cogn. with L. magnus, 'great'.

See magnum and cp. maharaja and words there

referred to.

mahaleb, n., a kind of European cherry (Prunus

mahaleb). — Arab, mdhlab, in VArab. pronun-

ciation mdhleb.

maharaja, maharajah, n., the title of great Hindu
princes. — OI. maharajah, 'a great king', com-
pounded of mahd-, 'great', and rajan, 'king'. See

magnum and rajah and cp. Maratba and the first

element in Mahabharata, maharanee, mahatma,
mahout.
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maharanee, maharani, n., 1) a great Hindu prin-

cess ; 2) the wife of a maharaja.— Hind, mahdrd-

ni, 'a great queen', compounded of mahd-,

'great', and rdnf, 'queen'. See prec. word and

ranee,

mahatma, n., great-souled, magnanimous. — OI.

mahatman, 'great-souled', compounded of ma-

hdt-, 'great', and dtmdn, 'soul'. The first element

is cogn. with L. magnus, 'great'; see magnum

and cp. maharajah and words there referred to.

For the second element see atman.

Mahdi, n., a Mohammedan prophet expected to

appear in the latter days; title assumed by the

leaders of various Mohammedan sects.— Arab.

mahdt, 'one who is guided aright', pass. part, of

hddd, 'he lead in the right way'; rel. to Heb.

hddd'', 'he stretched out (the hand)', Aram, had-

di, 'he lead, guided'.

Mahdism, also Mahdiism, n., belief in the coming

of the Mahdi. — See prec. word and -ism.

mah-jongg, n., a Chinese game usually played by

four persons with 144 dominolike 'tiles'. —
Corruption of Chin, machiao, 'sparrow', lit.

'hemp-bird'; so called in allusion to the bird

represented on the first tiles.

mahlstick, n. — See maulstick,

maliogany, n. — Of uncertain origin.

Mahometan.— The same as Mohammedan.

Mahonia, n., a genus of plants of the barberry

family (,bot.)— Named after the American hor-

ticulturist Bernard McMahon (1775-1816). For

the ending see 1st suflF. -la.

Mahound, n., 1) Mohammed, the founder of Is-

lam {arch.); 2) the devil (Scot.) — OF. Mahom,

Mahon, corruption of Mahomet, 'Mohammed'.

Cp. Mohammedan,
mahout, n., the keeper and driver of an elephant

(East Indies). — Hind, mahdut, contraction of

mahdval, fr. OI. maha-mdtrah, lit. 'great in

measure', fr. ma/ifl-, 'great', and mdtrd(Scvc\.),md-

tram (neut.), 'measure'. The first element is cogn.

with Gk. [xeya?, L. magnus, 'great, large'; see

magnum and cp. the first element in maharaja

and in words there referred to. For the etymol-

ogy of the second element see matra.

mahseer, mahsir, n., a large fresh-water fish of

India, allied to the barbel. — Hind, mahdsir, lit.

'big head', fr. mahd, 'great, big', and sir, 'head'.

The first element derives fr. OI. mahd-, 'great',

which is cogn. with Gk. [x^ya?, L. magnus,

'great'; see magnum. The second element is rel.

to OI. siras, 'head, summit', Avestic sarah-,

Pers. sar, 'head', and cogn. with Gk. xapT),

'head', xpoviov, 'skull', L. cerebrum, 'brain';

see cerebnmi and cp. the first element in seer-

band,

mahzor, n., the Hebrew prayerbook used for the

festivals. — Mishnaic Heb. mabzSr, lit. 'cycle',

fr. Ifdzdr, 'he went around; he repeated', which

is lel. to Heb. IfSdir, 'he surrotmded, enclosed'

(Ezek. 21:19).

Maia, n.. Roman goddess of fertility. — L., rel.

to the god Maius, whose name stands for *ma-

gyos, lit, 'he who brings increase', and is con-

nected with magnus, 'great'. See magnum and

cp. May.
Maianthemum, n., a genus of plants of the family

Convallariaceae (Aof.)— ModL., lit. 'May flow-

er', fr. Gk. Maio? (fr. L. Maius), 'May', and

6cv&et;iov, 'flower', fr. SvS-oi;, 'flower". See May

and anther,

maid, n. — Shortened fr. maiden.

Derivative: maid-ish, adj.

maidan, n., an open space in towns of India. —
Hind, and Pers. maydan, fr. Arab, mayddn.

maiden, n. — ME. meiden, fr. OE. mmgden, di-

min. of mxged, miegd, 'maid', which is rel. to

OS. magath, OFris. maged, megith, OHG. ma-

gad, MHG. maget, 'virgin, maid', G. Magd,

'maid, maidservant', Mddchen, 'girl, maiden,

maid' (prop, contraction of Mdgdchen, 'a little

maid or maidservant'), OE. mago, 'son, man,

attendant, servant', ON. mogr, 'son', Goth.

magus, 'boy, servant', magaps, 'virgin', and

cogn. with Avestic mayava-, 'unmarried', Olr.

maug, mug, 'slave', and prob. also with Olr.

mace, W. mab, 'son'. Cp. may, 'maiden'. Cp.

also Mac-.

Derivatives : maiden, adj., maiden-hood, n., maid-

en-head, n., maiden-ly, adj. and adv., maiden-

li-ness, n.

maieutic, adj., serving to elicit ideas (said of the

Socratic method of teaching).—Gk. \j.(xiv:n:M6q,

'pertaining to midwifery, obstetric', fr. (laietie-

tj^ai, 'to act as midwife', fr. jj.cda, 'mother,

nurse, midwife', fr. \ia (voc), 'mother', from

infants' babbling *md-, whence also Dor. Gk.

(jiaTOP, Gk. [i.-nTrip, 'mother', and—with redu-

plication—(xafip.7), 'mother'. See mother,

'female parent', and cp. mamma, 'mother'.

maigre, adj., containing neither flesh nor its juices

(said of articles of diet). — F., 'meager'. See

meager.

maigre, n., a large food fish. — F., lit. 'meager'.

See prec. word.

mail, n., armour. — ME. maille, maile, fr. OF.

maille (= F.), fr. L. macula, 'spot, mark; mesh'.

See macula and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also camail.

Derivatives: mail, tr. v., mail-ed, adj.

mail, n., bag; bag for letters; post. — ME. male,

fr. OF. male (whence F. malle), 'bag', fr. Frank-

ish *malha, which is rel. to OHG. malaha,

malha, 'saddle bag; wallet', MDu, mdle, 'bag',

Du. maal, 'postbag, mail'.

Derivatives: mail, tr. v., to send by post, mail-

able, adj., mail-er, n.

mail, n., rent, tax, payment (qbsol. or Scot.). —
ME. male, 'tax, tribute', fr. OE. mdl, 'bargain-

ing, agreement, pay', fr. ON. mdl, 'speech,

agreement', which is rel. to OE. msedel, 'meeting,

council', mal, 'speech', Goth, mapl, 'meeting

place'. Cp. blackmail. Cp. also mallus.

maim, tr. v., to hurt, injure, mutilate. — ME.

re

maymen, mahaymen, fr. OF. mehagnier, mahai-

gnier, mayner, which is of Teut. origin. Cp. ON.
meida, 'to hurt, maim', Goth, ga-maidans (ace.

pi.), 'crippled, wounded', OE. gemdd, 'mad'.

See mad and cp. mayhem. Cp. also mangle, v.

Derivatives: maim, n. (cp. mayhem), maim-ed,

adj., maim-ed-ness, n., maim-er, n.

maimon, n., the mandrill.— It. maimone, fr. Pers.

maymdn, 'ape', fr. Arab, maymun, 'auspicious'.

See monkey.

main, n., strength, power.— ME., fr. OE. msegen,

rel. to OS., OHG. magan, megin, ON. magn,

megin, 'strength, power', and to the E. auxiliary

verb may (q.v.)

main, adj., most important, principal. — Partly

from prec. word, partly fr. ON. meginn, megn,

'strong', which is rel. to ON. magn, megin,

'strength, power'.

Derivative : main-ly, adv.

main, n., 1) in games of hazard, any number be-

tween five and nine; 2) a match in cockfighting.

— Of uncertain origin; possibly from prec.

word.

mainour, manner, n., something stolen found on
the thief's person (Old English law). — ME. ma-

nor, fr. AF. mainoure, corresponding to OF.
manuevre, maneuvre, lit. 'hand work'. See ma-
neuver, n.

mainpernor, n., one who gives mainprize for an-

other's appearance {hist.) — ME. mainpernour,

fr. AF. mainpernour, metathesized fr. OF. *main-

prenour, fr. OF. mainprendre, lit. 'to take into

the hand', fr. main, 'hand', and prendre, 'to

take'. See next word.

mainprize, n., an undertaking to be responsible

for the appearance of a released prisoner in

court on a certain day {hist.) — ME., fr. AF.
meinprise, mainprise, lit. 'a taking into the hand',

fr. main, 'hand', and prise, 'a taking, seizing',

prop. fem. pp. of prendre, 'to take', used as a

noun. F. main derives fr. L. manus, 'hand' ; see

manual. For the etymology of F. prise see prize,

n. Cp. prec. word.

maintain, tr. v. — ME. maintenen, mainteinen, it.

OF. (= F.) maintenen, mainteinen, fr. OF. (
=

F.) maintenir, fr. L. mand tenere, 'to hold in the

hand', fr. mand, abl. of manus, 'hand', and tene-

re, 'to hold'. See manual and tenable.

Derivatives: maintain-able, adj., maintain-abil-

ity, n., maintain-er, n.

maintenance, n. — F., fr. maintenir. See maintain

and -ance.

maiolica, n. — See majolica.

mair, adj. — Scot. var. of more.

maist, adj. — Scot. var. of most.

maitre, n., a master. — F., fr. OF. maistre, fr. L.

magistrum, ace. of magister, 'master'. See mas-

ter.

maize, n., Indian com. — Sp. maiz, fr. Taino ma-

hiz, mahis.

majestic, adj. — Formed from next word with

adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: majestic-al-ly, adv.

majesty, n. — ME. magestee, fr. OF. majeste (F.

majeste), fr. L. mdjestdtem, ace. of mdjestds, 'dig-

nity, honor, excellence', from the base occurring

in major (neut. majus), 'greater', compar. of

magnus. See major, adj., and cp. maestoso, lese

majesty. For the ending see subst. suflf. -ty.

Majlis, also Mejlis, n., the Persian national as-

sembly.— Arab, mdjlis, 'assembly', lit. 'session',

fi.jdlasa, 'he sat down'.

majolica, maiolica, n., Italian glazed pottery. —
It. maiolica, fr. Majolica, early form ofMo/o/'ca;

so called because such pottery was first made on

the island of Majorca.

majoon, n., a confection made of hemp leaves,

poppy seeds, etc. — Hind, majun, fr. Arab.

ma'jun, lit. 'kneaded', passive part, of 'djana, 'he

kneaded'.

major, adj.— ME. majour, fr. L. major, 'greater',

fr. earlier *majjor, for *mag-yds (neut. mdjus,

fr. earlier *majjus, for *mag-yos), comparative

of, and from the same base, as, magnus, 'great',

rel. to magis, 'more, rather'. See magnum and

cp. mayor and the second word in force majeure.

Cp. also maximum.
Derivative: major, intr. v.

major, n., an officer ranking between captain and

lieutenant-colonel. — F. major, fr. Sp. mayor,

fr. L. mdjor, 'greater'. See major, adj.

major, n., a person of full legal age. — Fr. L.

mdjor, 'greater'. See major, adj.

major-domo, n., a man in charge of a royal or

princely household. — Sp. mayordomo, fr. ML.
mdjor domus, 'chief of the house', fr. L. mdjor,

'greater', and gen. of domus, 'house'. See major,

adj., and dome, ' building'.

majority, n. — MF. (= F.) majorite, fr. ML.
mdjdritdtem, ace. of mdjdritds, 'majority', fr. L.

mdjor, 'greater'. See major, adj., and -ity.

majuscule, n., a large letter. — L. mdjuscula (sell.

littera), 'a somewhat greater letter', fem. of

mdjusculus, 'somewhat greater', dimin. of mdjor,

'greater'. See major, adj., and -cule.

Derivatives: majuscule, majuscul-ar, adjs.

make, tr. and intr. v. — ME. maken, fr. OE. ma-

cian, rel. to OS. makdn, OFris. makia, 'to build,

make', MDu., Du. maken, 'to make', OHG.
mahhon, 'to construct, make', MHG., G. ma-

chen, 'to make', fr. I.-E. base *mag-, 'to knead,

mix; to make'. The sense development of the

base *mag-, from the original meaning 'to

knead' into that of'to make',may find its explana-

tion in the fact that the first human buildings

were houses of mud. 'To knead a mud house'

meant almost the same as 'to make a mud
house'. See macerate and cp. make, 'match',

mackerel, 'a pimp', mason, match, 'an equal'.

Cp. also mingle, among.

Derivatives: make, n., way of being made, mak-
er, n., rrmk-er-ess, n., mak-ing, part. adj. and n.

make, n., match, mate, companion (now dial.

Eng.) — ME. make, mak, fr. OE. gemaca, rel.
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to gemxcca, 'one of a pair, mate, consort', ge-

msecc, 'well-matched, suitable', and to OE. ma-

cian, 'to make'. See make, v., and cp. match, 'an

equal'.

mal-, combining form meaning 'bad, badly, ill'.

— F., fr. mal, 'evil, ill, wrong; wrongly', fr. L.

male (adv.), 'badly, ill', fr. malus (masc), mala

(fern.), malum (neut.), 'bad, evil', which is of un-

certain etymology. It meant perh. orig. 'insignif-

icant, of inferior value', and is cogn. with OE.

smxl, 'narrow, slender, small' ; see Walde-Hof-

mann, LEW., II, 19-20 s.v. 3. malus. See smaU

and cp. male-, malady, malice, malignant, dis-

mal, manilla, 'second highest trump', mauvals.

mala, n., the cheek or the cheekbone (anat. and

zooi:) — L. mala, 'cheekbone, jawbone; cheek',

of uncertain etymology. Cp. maxilla,

malabathrum, n., the Malabar leaf and the oint-

ment made from it. — L., fr. Gk. iJiaX(x(iaS-pov,

prob. aphetic for OI. tdmdla-pdttram, 'leaf of

the tamala tree', fr. tdmalah, name of a tree,

which is perh. rel. to tamas-, 'darkness', and

pdtra-m, 'leaf, fr. I.-E. *petrd-, zero degree

*pterd-, 'wing, feather; leaf. For the first ele-

ment see temerity, for the second see feather and

cp. ptero-. The omission of the first syllable of

the OI. word in Greek is prob. due to a mis-

division oi tdmdla-pdt(t)ra- into tix [xaXdpaS-pa;

see Frisk, GEW., II, 165 s.v. ^aXipa^pov.

malac-, form of malaco- before a vowel.

malacca, n., a walking stick. — Short for Malac-

ca cane, prop, cane from Malacca, a district in

Malaya.

Malaceae, n. pi., the apple family (bot^)— ModL.,

formed with suJf. -aceae fr. L. malus, 'apple

tree'. See Malus.

malaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Malachi, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the last

in the order of the Twelve Prophets. — Heb.

Mal'dkhi, lit. 'my messenger', fr. mal'dkh,

'messenger', fr. base l--k, 'to send', which is rel.

to Arab. Id'aka, dl'aka, 'he sent'.

malachite, n. — F., formed with subst. suff. -ite

fr. Gk. ixaXdtxY), 'mallow'. See mallow,

malacia, n., pathological softening of a tissue

(me(/.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. (xaXaxta, 'soft-

ness', fr. (jiaXaxoc, 'soft'. See malaco- and 1st -ia.

-malacia, combining form denoting pathological

softening (me</.) — See prec. word.

malaco-, before a vowel malac-, combining form

meaning'soft'.—Gk.fxotXaxo-, [xaXax-, fr. (xaXa-

vM, 'soft', which stands for *m^lS-qos, and is rel.

to Gk. pXaS, gen. |iXa>t6c, 'lazy, inactive, slug-

gish', fr. I.-E. base *meldq-, 'to soften', whence

also Ir. malcaim, 'I rot', Mir. blen, 'the groins'.

Base *meldq- is enlarged fr. base *(s)mel-, 'to

rub, grind', whence Gk. (i'JXt), later (iuXo?,

'mill', L. molere, 'to grind', molina, 'mill'. See

meal, 'edible grain', and cp. words there referred

to.

malacology, n., the study of mollusks. — Com-

oounded ofmalaco- and Gk. -XoviS, fr .-XAyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : ma/acotog^-ic-a/, adj., malacolog-ist,

n.

malacon, n., a brown variety of zircon. — Gk.

[jtaXa>c6v, neut. of \i.v.'koi.y.6q, 'soft'. See malaco-.

Malacostraca, n. pi., a subclass of Crustacea

(zool.)— ModL.,fr. Gk. liocXaitoaTpaxoi;, 'soft-

shelled', compounded of |xaXax- (see malac-) and

oaxpaxov, 'shell'. See ostracon.

Derivative: malacostrac-an, adj.

maladroit, adj., awkward, clumsy. — F. See mal-

and adroit.

Derivatives: maladroit-ly, adv., maladroit-ness,

n.

malady, n., sickness, disease. — ME. maladie,

fr. OF. (= F.) maladie, fr. malade, 'sick', fr.

Late L. male habitus, 'ill', lit. 'ill-kept', fr. male,

'badly, ill', and habitus, pp. of habere, 'to hold,

keep, have'. See mal-, habit, n. and -y (represent-

ing F. -ie), and cp. malinger,

mala fide, in bad faith. — L. mala fide, abl. of

mala fides, 'bad faith'. See mal- and fidelity and

cp. bona fide.

Malaga, n., white wine exported from Malaga,

port in Spain. — The name of Malaga, orig. a

Phoenician colony, comes fr. Phoen. malha,

'salt', which is rel. to Heb. melah. See mallow.

Malagasy, adj., pertaining to Madagascar, its

people or its language; n., 1) a native of Mada-

gascar; 2) the language of the Malagasy. —
Related to Madagas- in Madagas-car. For the

interchangeability of -/- and -d- cp. L. lingua,

'tongue', fr. OL. dingua (see lingual and cp.

words there referred to).

malaise, n., a slight bodily discomfort. — F., lit.

'ill ease', fr. mal-, 'ill', and awe, 'ease'. See mal-

and ease,

malapert, adj., impudent. — OF. mal apert, lit.

'ill-skilled', fr. mal-, 'badly, ill', and apert,

'skillful', which was formed—with change of

prefix—fr. OF. espert, 'experienced, skillful,

clever', fr. L. expertus. See expert.

Derivatives: malapert, n., malapert-ty, adv.,

malapert-ness, n.

malapropian, adj., of the nature of malapropisms.

— See next word and -ian.

malapropism, n., misuse of a word. — Fr. Mrs.

Malaprop, name of a character in Sheridan's

Rivals, coined fr. F. malapropos, 'inopportune,

inappropriate'. See next word and -ism.

malapropos, adv., inopportunely, inappropriately.

— F. mal a propos, 'inopportunely, inappropri-

ately', fr. mal-, 'ill, badly' andd/^ro/ioi, 'to the

purpose'. See mal- and apropos.

Derivative: malapropos, adj.

malar, adj., pertaining to the cheek or the cheek-

bone (anat. and zooi:) — ModL. matdris, fr. L.

mala, 'cheekbone, jawbone, cheek'. See mala

and -ar and cp. maxOla.

Derivative: malar, n., cheekbone.

malaria, n. — Lit. 'bad air', fr. It. mafaria, con-
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traction of mala aria, 'bad air', fr. mala, fern, of

malo (fr. L. malus), 'bad', and aria, 'air'. See

mal- and air, 'atmosphere'. The term malaria

was prob. used first by the Italian physician

Francisco Torti (1658-1741).

Derivatives: malari-al, malari-an, malari-ous,

adjs.

malario-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

malaria'. See prec. word.

malax, tr. v., to soften.— L. malaxdre, 'to soften,

mollify', fr. Gk. [xaXaaaELv (aor. jiaXa^ott), of

s.m., fr. [xaXaxo;, 'soft'. See malaco- and cp.

Malaxis.

Derivatives: malax-able, adj., malaxage (q.v.),

malax-ate, tr. v., malaxation (q.v.)

malaxage, n., softening. — F., fr. malaxer, 'to

soften, mollify', fr. L. malaxdre. See prec. word

and -age.

malaxation, n., softening. — Late L. malaxdtio,

'a softening', fr. L. malaxdtus, pp. of malaxdre.

See malax and -ation.

Malaxis, n., a genus of plants of the orchid family

(bat)— ModL., fr. Gk. (idtXa^K;, 'a softening',

from the stem of[xaXaoCT£iv, 'to soften'. Seemalax.

Malay, adj., pertaining to Malaya or the race in-

habiting it; n., a member of the race inhabiting

Malaya. — Native Maldyu.

Derivative: Malay-an, adj.

Malayalam, n., the Dravidian language of Mala-

bar.

malcontent, adj., discontented, dissatisfied. — F.,

fr. mal-, 'ill, badly', and content, 'content'. See

mal- and content.

Derivatives: malcontent-ed, adj., malcontent-ed-

ly, adv., malcontent-ed-ness, n., malcontent-

ment, n.

maldonite, n., bismuthic gold (mineral.)— Named
after Maiden in Victoria, Australia. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

male, adj. and n. — ME. masle, fr. OF. mascle,

mask, male (F. male), fr. L. masculus, 'male,

masculine', dimin. of mas, 'male'. See masculine.

male-, combining form meaning 'bad, badly, ill'.

— Fr. L. male (adv.), 'badly, ill'. See mal-.

malediction, n., curse. — ME. malediccioun, fr. L.

maledictio, gen. -onis, 'a reviling, abuse', lit. 'an

evil-speaking', fr. maledictus, pp. of maledicere,

"to revile, abuse", lit, 'to speak ill', fr. male,

'badly, ill', and dicere, 'to say'. See male- and

diction and cp. malison, which is a doublet of

malediction.

maledictory, adj., of the nature of a malediction.

— Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L. maledictus,

pp. of maledicere . See prec. word.

malefaction, n., evil deed, crime. — Formed with

suff. -ion fr. L. malefactus, pp. of malefacere.

See next word.

malefactor, n., an evildoer. — ME. malefactour,

fr. L. malefactor, fr. malefactus, pp. of male-

facere, 'to do evil, to injure', fr. male, 'badly, ill',

amdfacere, 'to make, do'. See male- and fact and

cp. next word.

malefic, adj., baleful — L. maleficus, 'evildoing,

wicked, criminal', compounded of male, 'badly,

ill', and -ficus, from the stem of -ficere, un-

stressed form oifacere, 'to make, do'. See male-

and -fie.

maleficence, n., harmfulness, mischief.— L. male-

ficentia, 'evildoing, mischievousness, injiu'y', fr.

maleficus. See next word and -ce and cp. mal-

feasance.

maleficent, adj., harmful, mischievous. — Back

formation fr. L. maleficentior, compar. of male-

ficus. See malefic and -ent.

maleic, adj., designating a white crystalline acid

(chem.) — F. maleique, altered arbitrarily fr.

malique. See malic.

malevolence, n., ill-will, malice. — L. malevolen-

tia, 'ill will, ill disposition', fr. malevolens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -ce and cp. benevo-

lence.

malevolent, adj., ill-disposed, malicious. — L.

malevolens, gen. -entis, 'ill-disposed, envious',

fr. male, 'badly, ill', and volens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of velle, 'to wish, will'. See volition and cp.

benevolent.

Derivative : malevolent-ly, adv.

malfeasance, n., misconduct (law). — F. malfai-

sance, 'evildoing, mischievousness', fr. malfai-

sant. See next word and cp. feasance, misfea-

sance.

malfeasant, adj., doing evil; n., evildoer. — F.

malfaisant, pres. part, of malfaire, 'to do evil',

compounded of mal-, 'ill, badly' and faire, 'to

make, do', fr. L. facere. See mal-, fact and -ant

and cp. prec. word. Cp. also feasible.

malgre, prep., in spite of. — See maugre.

malic, adj., pertaining to a crystallizable acid

occurring in apples (chem.) — F. malique, fr. L.

malum, 'apple'. See Malus, 'the apple tree',

and -ic.

malice, n., ill will. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

malice, fr. L. malitia, 'wickedness, malice', fr.

malus, 'bad'. See mal- and 3rd suff. -ice.

malicious, adj. — ME., fr. OF. malicius, fr. L.

malitidsus, 'wicked, malicious', fr. malitia. See

prec. word and -ious.

Derivatives: malicious-ly, adv., malicious-ness,

n.

malign, adj., 1) malevolent; 2) evil. — ME. ma-

ligne, fr. OF. maligne, fr. L. malignus, 'ill-dis-

posed, malicious', orig. 'of a bad nature', com-

pounded of male, 'badly, ill', and *gno-s, 'born,

of a certain nature', fr. I.-E. base *gn-, 'to beget,

bear, bring forth', whence also L. gignere, 'to

beget, bear, bring forth", W. geni, to be bom".

See mal- and genus and cp. benign.

Derivative: malign-ly, adv.

malign, tr. v., to speak ill of, to slander. — ME.
malignen, fr. OF. malignier, fr. L. maligndre,

maligndrl, 'to do maliciously', fr. malignus. See
malign, adj.

malignancy, n. — Formed from next word with

sufif. -cy.



malignant

malignant, adj., 1) malign ; 2) wishing evil; 3) tend-

ing to cause death.— L. maligndns, gen. -anris,

pres. part, of maligndre, malignari, 'to do mali-

ciously'. See malign, -v., and -ant and cp. benig-

nant.

Derivatives: malignant, n., malignant-ly, adv.

malignity, n., state or quality of being malignant.

— ME. malignitee, fr. MF. (= F.) mall-

gnite, fr. L. malignltatem, ace. of malignitds,

'malice', fr. malignus. See malign, adj., and -ity.

malik, n., an owner {India). — Hind, mdlik, fr.

Arab, mdlik, 'owner', active part, of mdlaka,

'he owned'. See Mameluke and cp. words there

referred to.

malines, n., mechlin lace.— F., fr. Malines, name

of a town in Belgium. Cp. Mechlin,

malinger, intr. v., to feign sickness. — Fr. F. ma-

lingre, 'sickly, weakly, ailing', which is prob. a

blend of OF. mingre, 'wretched', and ntalade,

'sick' (see malady). OF. mingre itself seems to be

a blend of OF. maigre, 'lean, meager' (see

meager), and OF. haingre, 'lean', which is of un-

certain origin. See Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p.

367 s.v. malingre.

Derivatives: malinger-er, n., malinger-y, adj.

malism, n., the doctrine that evil predominates

in this world. — A hybrid coined fr. L. malus,

'evil' (see male-), and -ism, a suff. of Greek ori-

gin. The correct form would be cacism, fr. Gk.

xax6?, 'bad, evil' (cp. Gk. za>ti<in6?, 'blame,

reproach'.)

malison, n., curse. — ME. malisoun, fr. OF. ma-

lelfon, maleXsson, 'curse', fr. L. maledictionem,

ace. of maledictio. See malediction, which is a

doublet of malison, and cp. benison.

malkin,mawkin, n., a slattern; a scarecrow (dial.

Eng.) — Orig. a fem. PN., formed fr. ME. Mal-

kyn, dimin. of Malt, Mault, 'Maud', fr. OF.

Mahoulte, Malde. See Mathilda, Maud, and cp.

the second element in grimalkin.

mall, n., the game of pall-mall. — Orig. 'the

mallet used in the game of pall-mall", fr. ME.

malle, fr. F. mail, 'mallet'. See maul,

mall, n. — A var. of maul,

malladrite, n., a sodium fluosilicate (mineral.) —
Named after Professor Alessandro Malladra of

the Royal Observatory of Vesuvius (1868-1945).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

maUard, n., the wild duck. — ME., fr. OF. mal-

lart (F. malard, malart), 'wild drake', fr. Flemish

maskelaar, but influenced in form by OF. masle

(F. male), 'male'. The -t in OF. mallart is ex-

crescent and due to a confusion with suff. -art.

malleable, adj., that can be hammered. —
ME. malliable, fr. MF. (= F.) malliable, fr. ML.

malleabilis, fr. obsol. L. malleSre, 'to beat with

a hammer, to hammer', fr. L. malleus. See mal-

leus and -aUe.

Derivatives: malleabil-ity, n., malleable-ness, n.

mallee, n., a dwarfish Australian eucalypt. —
Native Australian.

mallemack, maHMiock, malkraoke, n., fulmar.
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petrel. — Du. mallemok, compounded of mal,

'foolish', and mok, 'gull, seamew' ; so called be-

cause it is easily caught.

malleolus, n., one of the two rounded projecting

bones on each side of the ankle (anat.) — L., 'a

small hammer', dimin. of malleus, 'hammer';

first used in anatomy by Andreas Vesalius (1514-

64), it orig. denoted simply a bony eminence.

See malleus and dimin. suff. -ole.

Derivative: malleol-ar, adj.

mallet, n., a hammer with a heavy wooden head.

— ME. maillet, fr. MF. (= F.) maillet, fr. OF.,

lit. 'a small hammer', dimin. of mail, fr. L.

malleus, 'hammer'. See next word and -et.

Derivative : mallet, it. v.

malleus, n., the outermost ofthe three small bones

of the middle ear (anat.) — L. malleus, 'ham-

mer' ; so called in allusion to its shape. L. mal-

leus is cogn. with OSlav. mlatu, Russ. molotii,

'hammer'. Cp. mall, malleable, malleolus, mal-

let, maul, 'hammer', and the second element in

pall-mall. Cp. also machete, marc, march, 'to

walk'.

Derivative: malle-al, adj.

mallow, n., name of a plant. — ME. malwe, fr.

OE. mealwe, fr. L. maha, which, together with

Gk. \xa.\i.y:ri, of s.m., is borrowed fr. Heb. mat-

lu"h, 'mallow' (Job 30:4), a derivative of melalf,

'salt' ; cp. Aram, milha, Syr. melha, Arab, milh,

Akkad. milu, 'salt'. (See H. Lewy, Die semiti-

schen Fremdworter im Griechischen, 3 1 f., and

Immanuel L6w, Flora der Juden, I 227 ff. and

242 ff.) Cp. malachite, malvacious, mauve. Cp.

also Malaga,

mallus, n., the hundred court among the Salian

Franks. — L., a Teut. loan word; cp. ON. mal,

'speech, agreement', OHG. mahal, "court, as-

sembly', OE. maipel, of s.m. See mail, 'tax,

payment', and cp. the second element in black-

mail,

malm, n., a soft friable limestone.— ME. malme,

fr. OE. mealm, rel. to ON. malmr, Swed. malm,

'ore', Goth, malma, 'sand', G. zer-malmen, 'to

bruise, crush', and to OS., MLG., OHG.,

MHG. melm, Du. molm, G. Mulm, 'dust', and

cogn. with Lith. melmud, 'stone in the kidneys'.

All these words are derivatives of l.-E. base

*mel-, 'to grind'. See meal, 'edible grain', and

cp. malt
malmaison, n., 1) a kind of carnation : 2) a kind of

rose. — From Malmaison, name of the palace

of the Empress Josephine, near Versailles.

malmsey, n., a sweet white wine; orig., the sweet

white wine made near Monemvasia. — ML.

malmasia, corruption of Gk. MovEjiPocaia,

'Monemvasia' (also called Napoli di Malvasia)

in the Morea. Gk. Move|ipaaia lit. means 'only

one entrance'. It stands for (xov-sapaaii and

is compounded of (i6vo?, 'alone, only', and

fyJ^auju;, 'entering into' (fr. i\i-, 4v-, 'in, into',

and ^iaii, 'a going, stepping, a base'); the

town was so called because it is connected with

'I
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the continent only by a narrow dam (see mono-,

1st en- and base, n.) Cp. malvoisie.

Malpighia, n., a genus of tropical shrubs and

trees (bot.) — Named after the Italian anato-

mist Marcello Malpighi (1628-94). For the en-

ding see 1st suff. -ia.

Derivative: Malpighi-an, adj., pertaining to, or

discovered by, Malpighi.

Malpighiaceae, n. pi., a family of tropical shrubs

and trees. — ModL., formed from prec. word
with suff. -aceae.

malpighiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

malpractice, n. — A hybrid coined fr. L. male,

'badly, ill' (see male-), and practice.

malt, n. — ME., fr. OE. mealt, malt, rel. to OS.,

ON. malt, Du. mout, OHG., MHG., G. malz,

'malt', and cogn. with OI. mrdiih, 'soft, mild',

Gk. ^XaSapo? (for *[i>.aSap°6;), jiXaSiii; (for

*|xXaSiii;), 'loose, spongy', [;l£X8eiv, 'to melt,

make liquid', txjxaXSuveiv, 'to grind, destroy', L*

mollis (for *mold"is), 'soft'. All these words are

traceable to I.-E. *mel-d-, a -^-enlargement of

base *mel-, 'to grind', whence Gk. nuXr;, 'mill',

L. molere, 'to grind', molina, 'mill'. See mill,

'machine for grinding', and cp. meal, 'edible

grain', and words there referred to.

Derivatives : malt, tr. v., malt-ing, n., malt-y, adj.

Malta, n., an island in the Mediterranean. — Fr.

L. Melita, Melite, fr. Gk. MsXitt], fr. Phoen.

m Ufa, lit. 'place of refuge', fr. Phoen.-Heb.

mdldt, 'he escaped'.

Derivatives: Malt-ese, adj. and n.

maltase, n., an enzyme that changes maltose into

dextrose (biochem.) — Coined fr. malt and -ase.

maltha, n., mixture used as cement. — L., fr. Gk.
(idcX&a, lidiXOY), 'mixture of wax and pitch'

(according to F. Solmsen, Beitrage zur griechi-

schen Wortforschung, I, 55, prop. fem. of the

adjective *|jixXt>o?, 'soft'), rel. to [xaX-^axoi;,

'soft", [jLxX-i^aaCTSLv, [jLaX-9-aivEiv, 'to soften',

izaXftfov, 'weakling', and cogn. with Goth.

mildeis, OE. milde, 'mild'. See mild and cp. milt.

Cp. also mollify.

Malthusian, adj., pertaining to the English econo-

mist Thomas Robert Malthus (1766-1834), who
maintained that the increase of population must
be checked in order to make it proportionate to

the means of subsistence; n., a follower of T.R.

Malthus. — For the ending see suff. -ian.

Malthusianism, n., the doctrine of T.R. Malthus.
— See prec. word and -ism.

maltose, n., sugar formed by the action of dias-

tase of malt on starch. — Coined fr. malt and
subst. suff. -ose.

maltreat, tr. v. — F. maltraiter, 'to ill-treat', com-
pounded of mal-, 'ill, badly', and trailer, 'to

treat'. See mal- and treat.

Derivatives: maltreat-ment, n., maltreat-or, n.

maltster, n., a maker of malt. — Formed fr. malt

with suff. -ster.

Malus n., the genus of apple trees (bot.) — L.

mdlus, 'apple tree', malum, 'apple', fr. Dor. Gk.
[xaXov, 'apple', corresponding to Ion. ix-^Xov;

prob. of Mediterranean origin. Cp. melinite,

melon, and the second element in marmalade,

camomile, Hamamelis.

Malus, n., name of a southern constellation (as-

tron.) — Lit. 'mast', fr. L. mdlus, fr. *mddos,

*mazdos; cogn. with OE. mxst, 'mast'. See

mast, 'pole'. For the change of I.-E. rf to / in

Latin cp. lachrymal and words there referred to.

Malva, n., a genus of plants, the mallow (bot.)—
L., 'mallow'. See mallow and cp. malachite,

mauve.

Malvaceae, n. pi., the mallow family (bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

malvaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Malvastrum, n., a genus ofthe false mallow plants

(bot.) — ModL., formed fr. L. malva, 'mallow',

with -astrum, neut. of the pejorative suff. -aster.

See Malva and -aster.

malversation, n., maladministration. — MF.
(= F.), fr. malverser, compounded of mal-, 'ill,

badly', and L. versdri, 'to move about, occupy

oneself, passive of versdre, 'to turn about', freq.

of vertere, 'to turn'. See mal-, version and -ation.

malvoisie, malvoisier, n., malmsey. — F., fr.

Mal(e)vesie, fr. It. (Napoli di) Malvasia, fr. Gk.

MovE(j.j3a(7ia, 'Monemvasia', name of a town

in the Morea. See malmsey.

mamba, n., a S. African serpent (Dendraspis an-

gustoceps). — Zulu im-amba.

Mameluke, n.,1) member of a military force, origi-

nally of slaves, who held the throne of Egypt

between 1250 and 1517 and remained powerful

till their massacre in 1811; 2) a slave. — F.

mamel(o)uk, fr. Arab, mamluk, 'purchased

slave', lit. 'possessed', pass. part, oi mdlaka, 'he

owned, possessed', which is rel. to Ethiop. ma-

Idka, 'he possessed', Arab, mdlik, Heb. melekh,

Aram, melekh, malkd, Akkad. maliku, malku,

'king'. Cp. malik, the first element in Melchior,

Melchizedek, and the second element in Alche-

mUla.

mamilla, n. — See mammilla.

mamma, also mama, n., mother. — Formed with

reduplication from infants' babbling *md-,

whence also Gk. [i.i\i\ia. (voc), u,(x(i(i7j, 'moth-

er, grandmother; mother's breast', |xa(i(jtia,

'mother', L. mamma, 'mother, midwife, grand-

mother; mother's breast, nipple', ModPers.

mdm, mama, 'mother'. Alb. meme, Gheg mame,

'mother', Russ. mama, Lith. mama, moma, Lett.

mama, 'mother', OHG. muoma, MHG. muome,

G. Muhme, 'mother's sister", F. maman, Sp.

mamd, Ir., W., Co., Bret, mam, 'mother', Olr.

muimme, 'foster-mother'. In its unreduplicated

form, infants' babbling *md- (whence OI. md,

'mother'. Dor. Gk. |x5 (voc), 'mother') serves

as a basis to OI. mdtdr. Dor. [laTTjp, Gk. (ArjTYjp,

L. mater, etc. 'mother'. See mother and cp.

words there referred to.

n.. mammary gland, milk-secreting or-
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gan of mammals (normally only in females). —
L. mamma, 'breast', identical with mamma,

'mother'. See prec. word.

mammal, n. — See Mammalia.

Mammalia, n. pi. — ModL., coined by Linnaeus

in 1758 fr. Late L. mammalia, neut. pi. of mam-

mdlis, 'pertaining to the breast', fr. L. mamma,

'breast'. See mamma, 'mammary gland', and

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: mammal-ian, adj. and n., mammal-

ity, n.

mammaliferous, adj., containing mammalian re-

mains {geol.) — Compounded of mammal and

-ferous.

mammalogy, n., the study of mammals. — Com-

pounded of ModL. Mammalia, and Gk. -XoYia,

fr. -X6yo(;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner), one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

Mammalia and -logy.

Derivatives; mammalog-ic-al, adj., mammalog-

ist, n.

mammary, adj., pertaining to the mammae or

breasts.—Formed with adj. suff. -ary fr. mamma,

'mammary gland'.

mammee, n., a tropical American tree or its fruit.

— Sp. mamey, fr. Taino.

mammiferous, adj., having mammae. — Com-

pounded of mamma, 'mammary gland', and

-ferous.

mammiform, adj., having the shape of a mamma.
— Compounded ofmamma, 'mammary gland',

and -form.

mammilla, n., also mamilla, nipple (anat.) —
Inexact spelling of L. mamilla, dimin. of mam-

ma, 'breast' (see mamma, 'breast'). The shorte-

ning of mm (in L. mamma) to m (in L. mamilla)

is due to the shifting of the accent. From the

above example this law has been called 'mamilla

law'. For other examples of this law see canal

and curule.

Derivatives; mammill-ary, mammill-ale, mam-

mill-ated, adjs., mammill-at-ion, n.

Mammillaria, n., a genus of plants, the cactus

(tor.) — ModL., fr. L. mamilla, 'nipple' (see

mammilla) ; so called in allusion to the tubercles.

mammilliform, adj., having the shape of a nipple.

— Compounded of mammilla and -form,

mammon, n., personification of wealth. — L.

mammona, fr. Gk. jiafxtova?, fr. Aram, mamo-

na, emphatic state of mamon, 'money', which

prob. stands for ma'mon, fr. base '-m-n, 'to

trust', and lit. means 'trust, deposit'. See amen.

Derivatives: mammon-ism, n., mammon-ist, n.,

mammon-ist-ic, adj.

mammoth, n. — Russ. mammot, a dial. (Ostiak)

var. oimammant, fr. Yakut mamma, 'earth' (the

mammoth was believed to root up the earth like

a mole, whence its name.)

mammy, n., 1) child's word for mother; 2) a Ne-

gro nurse.— See mamma, 'mother'.

n^^^ n.— ME. man, fr. OE. man, 'human being,

™»„' «.! to OS.. Swed.. Du.. OHO., MHG.

man, G. Mann, ON. madr (for *mannr), Dan.

mand, Goth, manna, 'man' (cp. Mannus, a tribal

deity, in Tacitus' Germania, chapt. 2), OS. men-

nisco, OFris. manniska, MDu. mensche, Du.

mens, OHG. mannisco, mennisco, MHG. men-

sche, mensch, G. Mensch, 'man' (orig. adj.

meaning 'human'), and cogn. with OI. mdnuh,

'man; progenitor of mankind', Avestic mdnu-,

'man', OSlav. mQzl, 'man'. All these words prob.

meant orig. 'one who thinks", fr. I.-E. base

*men-, 'to think', whence also OI. matih, mdtih,

'thought', L. mens, gen. mentis, 'mind', Goth.

muns, 'thought', munan, 'to think', ON. minni,

'mind', OE. gemynd, 'memory'. See mind and

cp. Manu, muzhik, and the second element in

Marcomanni. Cp. also minx.

Derivatives: man, tr. v., man-ful, adj., man-ful-

ly, adv., man-ful-ness, n., man-hood, n., man-ly,

adj., man-li-ness, n., mann-ish, adj., mann-ish-ly,

adv., mann-ish-ness, n.

man, n., a unit of weight. — See maund.

manacle, n., handcuff. — ME. manicle, fr. OF.

manicle, lit. 'a little hand', fr. L. manicula, dimin.

of manus, 'hand'. See manual, adj., and -cle.

Derivative: manacle, tr. v.

Manacus, n., a genus of manakins (ornithol.) —
ModL., fr. Du. manneken, 'little man'. See

manikin and cp. manakin.

manada, n., herd, flock, drove. — Sp., fr. VL.

*mindta, fr. Late L. minare, 'to drive (animals)

by threatening shouts', fr. L. mindri, 'to threat-

en'. See minatory and cp. promenade and

words there referred to.

manage, tr. and intr. v. — It. maneggiare, 'to

control a horse' (whence also F. manege, 'horse-

manship, riding'), lit. 'to handle", fr. mano,

'hand', fr. L. manus. See manual and -age and

cp. manege.

Derivatives: manage-able, n., manage-abil-ity,

n., manage-ab-ly, adv., manage-able-ness, n.,

manage-ment, n., manag-er, n., manag-er-ess, n.,

manag-er-ial, adj., manag-ing, adj.

manage, n., 1) manage; 2) management. — It.

maneggio, fr. maneggiare (see manage, v.); influ-

enced by F. menage (see manage).

manakin, n., any of a group of birds, the Pipridae.

— Du. manneken, 'little man'. See manikin and

cp. Manacus.

manana, adv., tomorrow; in the near future. —
Sp., 'morning, morrow', fr. L. mane, 'in the

morning', which orig. meant 'in a good time',

and is rel. to L. manis, a collateral form of

manus, 'good'. See manes,

manas, n., mind (Hinduism). — OI. mdnas,

'heart, mind, spirit', rel. to mdnyale, 'thinks', md-

nati, 'mentions', Avestic manah-, 'mind', mainy-

eite, 'thinks', fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to think',

whence also L. mens, gen. mentis, 'mind', Goth.

muns, 'thought', OE. gemynd, 'memory'. See

mind and cp. man.

Manassdi, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the elder

son of Joseph. — Heb. M*nashsh^\ lit. 'one
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who causes to forget', Pi'el part, of ndsha , 'he

forgot' (see Gen. 41:51), rel. to Aram, n^shd,

Arab, ndsiya, 'he forgot', Ethiop. ndhsdya, 'he

condoned, forgave', Akkad. mashu, 'to forget'.

manatee, n., any of aquatic herbivorous mammals

of the order Sirenia. — Sp. manati, a Caribbean

loan word.

manavelins, n. pi., odds and ends (slang). — Of

uncertain origin.

manchet, n., 1) bread made of the finest and

whitest wheat flour; 2) a loaf of such bread. —
ME. manchete, fr. OF. manchette.

manchineel, n., a tropical American tree {Hippo-

mena mancinella). — F. mancenille, fr. Sp. man-

zanilla, dimin. of manzana, 'apple', fr. L. Mat(t)-

idna (mdla), 'apples of Mat(t)ius', mentioned by

Suetonius, fr. Matius, name of a man, rel. to

the Roman gens Matia. Cp. manzanilla, man-

zanillo, manzanita.

Manchu, also Manchoo, n. and adj. — Manchu.

Derivatives: Manchu-ria, n., Manchu-rian, adj.

and n.

mancinism, n., left-handedness. — It. mancinis-

mo, fr. mancino, 'infirm (in the hand)', fr. manco,

fr. L. mancus, 'maimed, infirm', which prob.

stands for *man-cus, and orig. meant 'infirm in

the hand', fr. manus, 'hand' ; see manual. For

the ending see suff. -ism.

mancipable, adj., capable of mancipation (Roman

Law). — See mancipate and -able,

mancipant, n. (Roman law).— L. mancipdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of mancipdre. See mancipate

and -ant and cp. next word.

mancipate, tr. v., to transfer property (Roman

law). — L. mancipdtus, pp. of mancipdre, 'to

make over as property, to transfer, sell', fr.

manceps (gen. mancipis), 'purchaser, contractor,

owner', which stands for *man-cap-s, lit. 'he

who takes by hand', fr. manus, 'hand", and

capere, 'to take, seize, hold'. See manual, captive

and verbal suff. -ate and cp. emancipate.

Derivatives; mancipat-ive, mancipat-ory, adjs.

mancipation, n. (Roman law). — L. mancipdtio,

gen. -onis, 'a making over, transfer', fr. manci-

pdtus, pp. of mancipdre. See mancipate and -ion.

mancipium, n. (Roman law). — L., 'the legal pur-

chase of a thing', lit. 'a taking by hand", fr.

manceps, gen. mancipis. See mancipate.

manciple, n., a college steward. — ME., fr.

OF. mancipe, manciple, 'slave', formed fr. L.

mancipium. See prec. word.

Mancunian, adj., of Manchester; n., a native or

inhabitant of Manchester. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. ML. Mancunium, 'Manchester", fr. Late

L. Mamucium, fr. Old British Mamucion. Cp.

Manchester, fr. ME. Manchestre, fr. OE. Mame-
cestre, which is contracted fr. Old British Ma-

mucion and OE. ceaster, 'city' (fr. L. caslrum,

'fortified place', castra, 'camp' ; see castle).

mancus, n., name of an Old English coin. — OE.,

fr. Arab, manqush, 'strike in, carve, stamped

(with a die)', pass. part, of ndqasha, 'he struck

in, carved, stamped', a loan word fr. Aram.

n^qash, 'he knocked, struck', which is rel. to

Heb. ndqash, 'he struck'. See Siegmund Fraen-

kel. Die aramaischen Fremdworter im Arabi-

schen, Leiden, 1886, p. 194.

-mancy, combining form meaning 'divination by

means of, as in chiromancy, hydromancy. —
ME. -mancie, -mauncie, fr. OF. -mancie, fr. Late

L. -mantia, fr. Gk. ^iavTsia, 'oracle, divina-

tion', fr. ixavTig, 'seer, prophet, soothsayer',

which is rel. to [xavta, 'madness, frenzy', y-aWs-

(T&ai (for *tJiavtEa*ai), 'to be mad", and cogn.

with 01. matifi, mdtih, 'thought', L. mens, 'mind,

understanding, reason', fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to

think, have one's mind aroused, rage, be furi-

ous', whence also OI. miinih, 'sage, seer', Goth.

muns, 'thought', munan, 'to think', ON. minni,

'mind', OE. gemynd, 'memory'. See mind and

words there referred to and cp. esp. Maenad,

mania, mantic, mantis.

Mandaean, n., member of a Gnostic sect.—Form-

ed with suff. -an fr. Mandaean Aram, man-

dayyd\ lit. 'related to knowledge', fr. mandd',

'knowledge', shortened fr. mandd' d^hayye,

'knowledge of life", which is a loan translation

of Gk. Y^waii; t^co^i;, of s.m. (see Gnosis).

Mandaean Aram, mandd' 'knowledge", corre-

sponds to Aram, mandd", a derivative of Aram.

y^dha\ 'he knew', which is rel. to Heb. yddhd\

'he knew', maddd\ 'knowledge", Akkad. idu,

'to know'.

Mandaic, adj. and n. — See prec. word and -ic.

mandamus, n., a writ from a superior court to an

inferior court that a specified thing be done

(law). — L., 'we command", 1st person pi. of

the pres. indie, of manddre. See mandate,

mandarin, n., a Chinese public official. — Port.

mandarim, fr. Hind, mantri, fr. OI. mantrin-,

'conselor', fr. mdntrah, 'counsel', which derives

fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to think', whence also OI.

mdnyate, 'thinks'. The Port, word was influ-

enced in form by Port, mandar, 'to command,

order'. See mind and cp. mantra,

mandarm, n., 1) orange ; tangerine ; 2) deep orange

dye. — From prec. word; so called in allusion

to the yellow robe worn by a mandarin.

mandatary, n., a person to whom a mandate has

been given; a state to which a mandate has been

given. — L. manddtdrius, 'one to whom a charge

or commission is given', fr. manddtus, pp. of

manddre. See next word and -ary.

mandate, n. — MF. (= F.) mandat, fr. L. manda-

tum, 'commission, order", prop. neut. pp. of

manddre, 'to commit to one's charge, enjoin,

command", lit. 'to give into one's hand", fr.

manus, 'hand', and ddre, 'to give". See manual

and date, 'point of time", and cp. command,

commend, countermand, demand, maundy, re-

mand.

Derivatives; mandate, tr. v., mandat-ed, adj.,

mandal-ee, n. (law), mandat-ive, adj., mandat-or,

n. (law).



mandatory

mandatory, adj., pertaining to a mandate; n., a

mandatary. — Late L. manddtorius, 'of, or per-

taining to, a mandator', fr. manddtus, pp. of

manddre. See mandate and -ory-

Derivative : mandatori-ly, adj.

mandible, n., the jaw, esp. the lower jaw. — MF.

mandible (F. mandlbule), fr. L. mandlbula, 'jaw',

fr. mandere, 'to chew', which is prob. cogn. with

Gk. !Jia&ui.ai, 'jaws', \i.a.<za.o\j.a.i (for *\j.a.^'Ao-

[laO, 'I chew, bite', ^aaTtii^w, 'I chew', [xaa-ra^,

'jaws, mouth' (lit. 'that with which one chews or

eats'), Goth, munps, OE. mud, 'mouth'. See

mouth and cp. mandibular, manducate, mange,

manger,

mandlbul-, form of mandibulo- before a vowel.

mandibular, mandibulary, adj. — Formed fr. L.

mandlbula, 'jaw'. See mandible and -ar, resp.

-ary.

mandibulate, mandibulated, adj. — Formed fr. L.

mandlbula, 'jaw'. See mandible and adj. suff.

-ate, resp. also -ed.

mandibuliform, adj., having the form of a man-

dible. — Compounded of L. mandlbula, 'jaw',

and forma, 'shape, form'. See mandible and

form, n.

mandibulo-, combining form meaning 'mandibu-

lar'. — Fr. L. mandlbula. See mandible,

mandil, n., a turban. — Arab, mandil, fr. MGk.
|jt(xv8Y]Xi,ov, fr. L. mantile, which is rel. to man-

telum, 'towel, (table-)napkin'. See mantle,

n.

mandilion, n., a cloak. — F. mandlllon, fr. It.

mandlgllone, 'soldier's cloak', augment, of

OPisan mandlllo, 'handkerchief, fr. Arab.

mandil See prec. word.

mandola, n., a large variety of mandolin. — It.

mandola, mandora, 'lute', fr. Late L. pandura.

See pandora,

mandolin, n. — F. mandoline, fr. It. mandollno,

dimin. oi mandola. See prec. word.

mandora, n. — The same as mandola.

mandoria, n., anything almond-shaped (Fine

Arts). — It., lit. 'almond', fr. VL. amandula,

whence also OF. atmande. See almond,

mandragora, n., the mandrake. — L. mandrago-

ras, fr. Gk. aavSpayopai;, which is of unknown

origin. Cp. next word.

mandrake, n. — ME. mandrake, altered by folk

etymology (as if it were a compound of man and

drake), fr. ME. mandragge, fr. OE. mandragora,

fr. L. mandragoras. See prec. word.

mandrel, mandril, n., a metal bar. — Fr. earlier

manderll, corrupted fr. F. mandrln, 'mandrel',

which is rel. to ModProven?. mandre, 'axle,

winch, crank'; of uncertain origin

mandrill, n., a kind of large baboon, Paplo mal-

mon. — Compounded of man and drill, 'ba-

boon'.

manducable, adj. — Formed with suff. -able fr.

Late L. manducdre. See next word.

manducate, tr. v., to chew (rare). — Fr. Late L.

mandttcdtus, pp. of manducdre, 'to chew', fr. L.
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mandere, 'to chew'. See mandible, and verbal

suff. -ate.

manducation, n.— Late L. manducdtio, gen. -dnls,

fr. manducdtus, pp. of manducdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

manducatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. L. manducdtus, pp. of manducdre. See man-

ducate.

mane, n. — ME. mane, fr. OE. manu, rel. to ON.

mdn, Dan., Swed. man, OFris. mana, MDu.,

Du. manen, OHG. mana, MHG. mane, G.

Mdhne, 'mane', OE. mene, OHG. menni, 'neck-

lace', and cogn. with OI. mdnyd, 'nape of the

neck', Gaul.-Gk. tiavidxiQc, (xavvo;, 'Celtic

necklace', L. monlle, 'necklace', OSlav. monisto,

of s.m., Olr. muln (for *moni-), 'neck', Mir.

mong, 'mane, hair', W. mwng, 'mane'. All these

words prob. derive ult. fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to

stand out, project', whence L. emlnere, 'to stand

out', mons, 'mountain'. See mount, 'hill', and cp.

minatory. Cp. also moniliform.

Derivatives: man-ed, adj., mane-less, adj.

manege, manege, n., horsemanship, riding school.

— F. manage, fr. It. manegglo, fr. maneggiare,

'to control a horse'. See manage, n. and v.

manes. Manes, n. pi., the gods of the Lower

World {Roman mythol.) — L. mdnes, 'the gods

of the Lower World', prop, 'the good gods', a

euphemistic term rel. to L. mdnus, 'good'. See

mature and cp. immanity.

Manetti, also manetti, n., a variety of the China

rose. — Named after the Italian botanist Save-

rioMuner?/ (1723-84).

maneuver, manoeuvre, n. — F. manoeuvre, fr. OF.

manuevre, maneuvre, fr. VL. manuopera (a word

occurring in Charlemagne's Capitularies in the

sense of 'statute labor'), fr. manuoperdre, cor-

responding to L. manii operdri, 'to work by

hand', fr. manii, abl. of manus, 'hand', and ope-

rdri. See manual, adj., and operate and cp. man-

ure and mainour, which are doublets of ma-

neuver.

maneuver, manoeuvre, intr. and tr. v. — F. ma-

nauvrer, fr. VL. manUoperdre. See prec. word.

Derivatives: maneuver-able, maneuvr-able, adj.,

maneuver-abll-lty, maneuvr-abil-ity, n. maneu-

ver-er, manoeuvr-er n.

mangabey, n., a monkey of the genus Cercocebus.

— Fr. Mangaby, name of a district in Madagas-

car.

manganese, n., a grayish white metallic element

(ckem.) — F. manganese, fr. It. manganese,

which is corrupted fr. ML. magnesia. See mag-

nesia.

manganesian, adj., manganic (.rare). — Formed

fr. prec. word with suff. -ian.

manganic, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

manganese. — See manganese and -Ic.

mange, n., any of various skin diseases ofanimals.

— ME. manjewe, fr. OF. manjue, 'eating,

itching', fr. manjuer, a collateral form of mangier

(whence F. manger), 'to eat', fr. Late L. mandu-
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cdre, 'to chew, to eat', fr. L. mandere, 'to chew'

(in Late L. also 'to eat'). See mandible and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also blancmange.

Derivatives: mang-y, adj., mang-i-ly, adv., mang-

l-ness, n.

mangel-wurzel, n., a kind of large beet. — G.

Mangoldwurzel, compounded oiMangold, 'beet',

and Wurzel, 'root'. The first element derives fr.

MHG. manegoU, which is of uncertain origin.

The second element derives fr. OHG. wurzala,

which stands for *wurzwala and is rel. to OE.

wyrt-wala, 'root', fr. wyrt, 'root', and walu,

'stick, stock'. See wort, 'a plant', and wale, 'mark

on flesh'.

manger, n. — ME., fr. OF; maingeure (F. man-

geolre),h. mangier, 'to eat', fr. Late L. manducdre.

See mange,

mangle, n. , a machine for smoothing linen.— Du.

mangel, fr. MDu. mange, 'mangonel', fr. It.

mangano, fr. L. manganum, fr. Gk. ixayyavov,

'any means for tricking or bewitching, philter,

drug' (whence liaYyaveijeiv, 'to use charms of

philters'), fr. I.-E. base *mang-, 'to embellish,

dress, trim', whence also OPruss. manga,

'whore', Mir. meng, 'craft, deception', and pos-

sibly also Ol. manjiifi, manjuldh, 'lovely, charm-

ing, beautiful'. Cp. mangonel, monger.

Derivatives: mangle, tr. v., mangl-er, n., mangl-

ing, adj., mangt-lng-ly, adv.

mangle, tr. v., to mutilate. — ME. manglen, fr.

AF. mangier, contraction of mahangler, freq. of

OF. mahaignier, 'to mutilate, wound'. See maim.

Derivatives: mangl-er, n., mangl-ing, adj., mangl-

Ing-ly, adv.

mangle, n., mangrove. — Sp. mangle. See man-

grove,

mango, n., a tree of tropical Asia and its fruit. —
Malay mangga, fr. Tamil mdn-kdy, lit. 'fruit of

the tree called mdn\
mangonel, n., mihtary engine for hurling stones.

— OF. (= F. mangonneau), dimin. of ML. man-

gonum, mangona, fr. VL. *manganum, 'machine',

fr. Gk. [iayyavov, See mangle, 'machine for

smoothing linen'.

mangosteen, n., an East Indian tree and its fruit.

— Malay mangustan.

mangrove, n. — A hybrid coined fr. Sp. mangle

(fr. Taino mangle) and E. grove. Cp. mangle,

'mangrove'.

mania, n., frenzy. — ME., fr. L. mania, fr. Gk.

|i.avia, 'madness, frenzy', which is rel. to \>.xi-

vEa^ai(for *[i.aviEa&at), 'to be mad', [xav-rsia,

'oracle, divination'. See -mancy and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also the second element

in monomania.

-mania, combining form denoting 1) a specific

type of mental disorder, as in kleptomania; 2) an

excessive enthusiasm for something, as in biblio-

mania; 3) an excessive admiration for some-

thing, as in gallomonia; 4) the opposite of -pho-

bia.— Gk. -[iavta, fr. navta. See prec. word.

maniable, adj. — MF. (= F.), fr. OF. maniable.

fr. OF. (= F.) manier, 'to feel, handle', fr. main,

'hand', fr. L. manus, 'hand'. See manual, adj.,

and -able,

maniac, adj., pertaining to mania; insane; n.,

madman. — ML. maniacus (whence also F.

maniaque), fr. L. mania, fr. Gk. iiavta. See

mania and -ac.

Derivatives: manlac-al, adj., maniac-al-ly, adv.

-maniac, combining form referring to persons af-

fected with a certain kind of -mania, as in klep-

tomaniac. — See maniac, adj.

manic, adj., 1) pertaining to mania; 2) affected

with mania. — Gk. |xavi>c6; 'mad, frenzied', fr.

[iaviS. See mania and -ic.

Manichaean, Manichean, 1) n., a Manichee; 2)

adj., pertaining to a Manichee. — Formed with

suff. -an fr. Late L. Manichaeus. See next word.

Manichee, n., a follower of Manichaeism. — L.

Manichaeus, fr. Gk. Mavtxaio;, fr. Mani or

Manes, founder of a sect in Persia (lived about

215-275).

Manichaeism, Manicheism, n., the religious

teaching of the Manichees.— Formed with suff.

-ism fr. Gk. Mavixaio?- See prec. word.

manicure, n. — F., lit. 'the care of the hands',

compounded of L. manus, 'hand', and euro,

'care'. See manual and cure, n.

Derivatives: manicure, v., and the hybrid noun

manlcur-lst.

manifest, adj. — Late ME., fr. L. manlfestus,

'clear, evident', orig. 'that which can be seized

by the hand', compounded of manus, 'hand',

and -festus, 'capable of being seized', which is

prob. cognate with OI. dhdrsatl, 'dares', Gk.

dapCTo?, -ftpdooc;, 'courage, audacity', OE. ic

dearr, 'I dare'. See dare and words there referred

to and cp. esp. infest.

Derivatives : manifest, v. (q.v.), mamfest-ly, adv.,

manifest-ness, n.

manifest, tr. and intr. v. — Late ME., fr. L. manl-

festdre, 'to show clearly, exhibit, make public,

to manifest' (prob. through the medium of F.

manlfester), fr. L. manlfestus. See manifest, adj.

manifest, n. — MF. (= F.) manlfeste, fr. manlfes-

ter, fr. L. manifestdre. See manifest, v.

manifestant, n., one who takes part in a manifes-

tation. — F., pres. part, oi manlfester. See mani-

fest, v., and -ant.

manifestation, n. — ME. manlfestacion, fr. Late

L. manifestdtio, gen. -onls, fr. L. manifestdtus,

pp. of manifestdre. See manifest, v., and -ation.

Derivative: manlfestatlon-at, adj.

manifestative, adj.— Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

manifestdtus, pp. of manifestdre. See manifest, v.

Derivative; manifestattve-ly, adv.

manifesto, n., a public declaration. — It., fr. ma-

nlfestare, fr. L. manifestdre. See manifest, v. and

adj.

manifold, adj. — ME. manifald, manifold, fr. OE.

manlgfeald. See many and -fold.

Derivatives: manifold, n. and tr. v., manlfold-ly,

adv., manlfold-ness, n.



Manihot

Manihot, n., a genus of plants of the spurge fam-

ily {bot.) — ModL., fr. F. manihot, 'cassava'.

See manioc.

manikin, n., 1) a little man; a dwarf; 2) a model

of the human body; 3) a mannequin. — Du.

mameken, 'little man', dimin. of man, 'man'.

See man and cp. Manacus, manakin, mamiequin.

Manila, n., cigar; elemi; hemp; nut; paper. —
From the name of the capital of the Philippine

Islands.

manilla, n., a ring, bracelet. — Sp., fr. L. monilia,

pi. of monile, 'collar, necklace' (see moniliform) ;

influenced in form by Sp. mano, 'hand'.

manilla, also manille, n., the second highest trump

in ombre or quadrille. — Dissimilated fr. Sp.

malilla (viz. carta), dimin. oi mala, fern, ofmalo,

'bad'. See male-,

manioc, n., 1) cassava (a tropical plant) ; 2) starch

obtained from manioc. — F., fr. manihot, ma-

niot, 'cassava', prob. directly borrowed fr. Tupi

manioch. Cp. Sp. and Port, mandioca, which

derive fr. Tupi mandioca, a collateral form of

Tupi manioch. Cp. Manihot.

maniple, n., 1) a company of footsoldiers in the

Roman army; 2) in the Eucharistic Church, a

short scarf worn on the left arm.— ME., fr. OF.

maniple (F. manipule), 'a handful', fr. L. mani-

pulus, 'a handful, a small bundle, company,

maniple', lit. 'that which fills the hand', fr.

manus, 'hand', and the base of ple-re, 'to fill',

ple-nus, 'full'. See manual, adj., and full, adj.,and

cp. plenum. The sense 'division of an army' de-

veloped figuratively and is to be explained from

the fact that haybundles variously bound served

as standards for the maniples.

manipulable, adj.— See manipulate and -able,

manipulate, tr. v. — Back formation fr. manipul-

ation.

Derivatives: maniputat-or, n., manipulat-ory,

adj.

manipulation, n. — F., fr. manipule. See maniple

and -ation.

manito, manitou, n., a nature spirit. — Algonqui-

an, lit. 'spirit, god'.

mankind, n. — ME. ; compounded of man and

kind. Cp. OE. mancynn, 'mankind', fr. man,

'man', and cynn, 'kin".

manna, n., the food of the Israelites in the wilder-

ness. — Late L., fr. Gk. [iavva, fr. Aram, man-

na, fr. Heb. man.

mannequin, n., 1) a model of the human body; 2)

a woman employed to display clothes by

wearing them. — F., fr. Du. manneken, 'little

man'. See manilun.

manner, n. — ME. manere, fr. OF. maniere (F.

maniere), from the OF. adj. manier, 'made by

hand; skillful', fr. main, 'hand', fr. L. manus.

See manuel.

Derivatives: manner-ed, adj., manner-less, adj.,

manner-ly, adj., manner-U-ness, a., and the hy-

brids manner-ism, n., manner-ist, n., manner-ist-

iri-an. adi.. manner-ist-ic-al-ly, adv.
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mannite, n., mannitol (chem.)— Formed fr. manna

with subst. suff. -ite.

mannitol, n., a white crystalline compound

(CjHg(OH)5 (^chem.) — Formed fr. prec. word

with suff. -ol (for alcohol),

mano-, combining form meaning 'thin, rare'; of-

ten used also in the sense of 'gas, vapor'.— Gk.

|jiavo-, fr. [j,av6(;, 'thin, rare'. See manometer,

manoeuvre. — See maneuver,

manometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

pressure of gases and vapors. — F. manometre,

lit. 'instrument for measuring that which is thin',

coined by Varignon (1654-1722), fr. Gk. [xavo?,

Att. iiav6? (for*txavf6i;), 'thin, rare', and \i.i-

Tpov, 'measure'. The first element stands in

gradational relationship to Gk. novo; (for '*|x6v-

fog), 'single, alone', and is cogn. withArm. manr

(gen. manu), 'thin, slender, small', and perh.

with OI. manak, 'a little', Toch. B. menki, 'less,

smaller', Lith. menkas, 'mediocre', Olr. menb,

'small'; cp. mono-. For the second element in

manometer see -meter.

Derivatives: manometr-ic, manometr-ic-al, adjs.,

manometr-y, n.

manor, n., residence of a nobleman. — ME.

maner, fr. OF. (= F.) manoir, 'manor', prop.

subst. use of the infinitive manoir, 'to dwell', fr.

L. manere, 'to remain'. See mansion and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivative: manor-ial, adj.

mansard, n., a garret. — F. mansarde, shortened

fr. toit a la mansarde; named after the French

architect FranQois Mansard (1598-1666).

manse, n., residence of a Scottish presbyterian

minister. — ML. mdnsus (also mansa and man-

sum), 'a dwelling', prop, masc, resp. fem. or

neut. pp. of L. manere, 'to remain', used as a

noun. See mansion and cp. manor,

mansion, n., a stately residence. — ME. mansi-

oun, fr. OF. (= F.) mansion, fr. L. mansionem,

ace' of mdnsio, 'a staying, remaining; night

quarters, station' (whence also OF., F. maison,

'house'), ft. mdnsus, pp. of manere, 'to stay, re-

main' (in VL., 'to dwell'), which is cogn. with

Gk. [isvstv, 'to remain', piovrj, 'a staying', Aves-

tic man-, Pers. mdndan, 'to remain'. Arm. mnam,

'I remain, wait for', possibly also with Toch.

AB mask- 'to be', fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to re-

main, wait for'. Cp. manor, manse, immanent,

meinie, menage, menUl, meno-, 'remaining',

permanent, remain, remnant,

mansuete, adj., tame, gentle, mild. — ME., fr. L.

mdnsuetus, 'tamed', pp. of mdnsuescere, 'to

tame', lit. 'to accustom to the hand', fr. manus,

'hand", and suescere, 'to accustom, habituate'.

See manual, adj., and custom and cp. mastiff.

Cp. also desuetude,

mansuetude, n., tameness, gentleness, mildness'.

ME., fr. L. mansuetudo, 'tameness', fr. mdn-

suetus, pp. of mdnsuescere. See mansuete and

-nde.

manta, n., a kind of cloak.— Sp., fr. VL. *manta.
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fr. Late L, mantum, 'cloak', back formation fr.

L. mantellum, 'cloak'. See mantle.

manteau, n., cloak, mantle. — F., fr. OF. mantel,

fr. L. mantellum, 'cloak". See mantle and cp.

prec. word.

mantel, n. — A var. of mantle.

mantelet, also mantlet, n., 1) a small cloak; 2) a

temporary shelter. — OF., dimin. of mantel.

See mantle and -et.

mantic, adj., pertaining to divination, prophetic.

— Gk. [iavTWoi;, 'prophetic, oracular', fr. ai4v-

Ti?. See mantis and adj. suS". -ic.

-mantic, a combining form meaning 'divining,

foretelling', used to form adjectives corre-

sponding to nouns ending in -mancy, as in

chiromantic, oneiromantic.— Fr. Gk. [xavTixos.

See prec. word and -mancy.

mantilla, n., a short mantle. — Sp., dimin. of

manta, 'cloak", fr. VL. *manta. See manta.

mantis, n., any of various insects holding up their

forelegs as if in prayer.— ModL., fr. Gk. [AaM-

Ti;, 'seer, prophet, soothsayer', which is rel. to

(jiavTEia, 'oracle, divination'. See -mancy.

mantissa, n., the decimal part of a logarithm.—
L. mantlsa, less correctly mantissa, 'a worthless

addition, makeweight', prob. a Celtic (Gaulish)

word introduced into Latin through the medium

of the Etruscans (cp. Olr. melt, ModW. maint,

'size') ; so called because it is added to the inte-

gral part called characteristic.

mantle, n. — ME. mantel, fr. OF. mantel (= P.

manteau), and ME. mentel, fr. OE. mentel. Both

OF. mantel and OE. mentel derive fr. L. man-

tellum, 'cloak, veil' (whence, with back forma-

tion, Late L. mantum, 'cloak', mantus, 'a short

cloak"), which is prob. of Celtic origin. It. man-

tello, OHG. mantal, mandal (whence MHG.
mantel, mandel, G. Mantel), ON. mottull, also

derive fr. L. mantellum. Cp. manta, manteau,

mantelet, dismantle, portmanteau.

Derivative: mantle, tr. and intr. v.

mantra, n., that part of the Vedas which contains

hymns {Hinduism) — OI. mdntrah, lit. 'speech,

sacred text, counsel', rel. to Avestic mq&ra-, of

s.m. See mandarin,

mantua, n., a mantle formerly worn by women.
— F. manteau, 'cloak, mantle' (see mantle); in-

fluenced in form by Mantua, town in Italy (as if

the word meant 'a mantle manufactured in

Mantua').

Manu, n., any of the fourteen mythological pro-

genitors of mankind (Hindu mythol.) —• OI.

mdnuh, 'man; progenitor of mankind', rel. to

Avestic manu-, and cogn. with OSlav. mQzi,

Goth, manna, OE. mann, 'man'. See man.

manual, adj., pertaining to, or done by, the hand.

— ME. manuel, fr. MP. (= F.) manuel, fr. L.

manudlis, "relating to the hand', fr. manus,

'hand', which is rel. to Umbr. manim (ace.),

mani, mani (abl), 'hand', and cogn. with OE.

mund, 'hand; protection, guardianship; pro-

tector, guardian', ON. mund, 'hand', mundr.

'the sum which the bridegroom had to pay for

his bride', OHG., MHG. munt, 'hand, protec-

tion', OUG. foramundo, MHG. vormunde, 'pro-

tector, guardian', G. Vormund, 'guardian',

OPris. mund, 'guardianship; guardian', Co.

manal, 'sheaf, MBret. malazn (metathesized

fr. *manazl), ModBret. malan (fr. *manatlo), of

s.m., and prob. also with Gk. (Jtipv], 'hand'. Alb.

mar (for *mar-no), 'I take, receive'. All these

words prob. derive from the heteroclitic I.-E.

base *manlmar, 'hand; to take into one's hand'.

Cp. manus, mainpernor, mainprize, maintain,

manacle, manage, mancinism, manciple, man-

date and words there referred to, maneuver, man-

icure, manifest, maniple, manipulate, manner,

mansuete, manubrium, manufacture, manumis-

sion, manumit, manure, mastiff, amanuensis, bi-

manual, emancipate, legerdemain, mortmain. Cp.

also mound, 'heap of earth', mund, Edmund,

Osmond, Raymond, Sigismund.

Derivatives : manual, n. (q.v.), manual-ly, adv.

manual, n,, 1) a handbook; 2) keyboard of an

organ. — ME. manuel, fr. ML. manudle, 'hand-

book' (whence also P. manuel, of s.m.), prop,

neut. of the Latin adjective manudlis, 'relating

to the hand', used as a noun. See manual, adj.

manubriated, adj., having a manubrium. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ed fr. L. manObridtus,

'furnished with a handle', fr. manubrium. See

next word.

manubrium, n., a handlelike process (anal, and

zool.) — L. manubrium, 'handle, hilt', prop,

'that which is held in hand', fr. L. manus, 'hand'.

See manual, adj.

Derivative: manubri-al, adj.

manucode, n., a bird allied to the bird of para-

dise. — p., fr. ModL. manucodiata, fr. Malay

mdnuq dewdta, 'bird of the gods'.

Manuel, masc. PN. — Shortened fr. Emmanuel,

manufactory, n., a factory. — iJit. 'a place where

something is made with the hands', fr. L.

manus, 'hand', and a derivative of facere, 'to

make'; cp. factorium, 'oil press". See next word

and subst. suff. -ory and cp. factory,

manufacture, n. — MF. (= P.), lit. 'something

made with the hands', fr. ML. manufactHra, fr.

L. manu, abl. of manus, 'hand', and factOra, 'a

making', {r.Jactus, pp. offacere, 'to make, do'.

See manual, fact and -ure.

Derivatives: manufacture, tr. v., manufactur-er,

n., manufactur-ing, verbal n. and adj.

manuka, n., the New Zealand tea tree. — Maori.

manul, n., a small wild cat of Tibet, Mongolia

and Siberia. — Mongolian name.

manumission, n., liberation. — ME., fr. MF.

(= p.), fr. L. manHmissionem, ace. of manumis-

sio, 'the freeing of a slave', fr. manQmissus, pp.

of manumittere. See next word and -ion.

manumit, tr. v., to release. — ME. manumitten,

fr. MF. manumitter, fr. L. manumittere, 'to re-

lease, set at liberty, emancipate', lit. 'to let out

of one's hand', fr. manu, abl. of manus, 'hand'.



and mittere, 'to let go, send". See manual, adj.,

and mission,

manure, tr. v., to fertilize. — ME. manouren,

orig. 'to till (the land)', contracted fr. OF. ma-

nouvrer (F. manoeuvrer), 'to work with the hand'.

See maneuver and cp. inure.

Derivatives : manure, n., manur-ial, adj.

manus, n., the end of the forelimb of a vertebrate

(anat. and zool.) — L., 'hand'. See manual, adj.

manuscript, adj. — Fr. L. manu scriptus, 'written

with the hand', fr. manu, abl. of manus, 'hand',

and pp. of scribere, 'to write'.

See manual, adj., and script,

manuscript, n.— ML. manuscriptum, fr. L. manu

scriptum, 'something written with the hand',

neut. of manu scriptus. See prec. word.

Manx, adj. — Earlier Manks, metathesized fr.

Manisk, 'of the Isle of Man', which was formed

with suff. -isk (see adj. suff. -ish) fr. Man- (fr.

Olr. Manu), 'the Isle of Man'.

Derivative: Manx, n., the language of the Isle

of Man.

manx, n. — Short for Manx cat.

many, adj. and n. — ME. mani, moni, meni, fr.

OE. manig, monig, mxnig, rel. to OS. manag.

Late ON. mangr, Dan. mangen, Swed. mangen,

OFris. manich, menich, MDu. menich, Du.

menig, OHG. manag, MHG. manec, G. manch,

Goth, manags, 'many a, many', and cogn. with

OSlav. munogu, 'much, many', Olr. menicc, W.

mynych, Co. menouch, 'frequent', possibly also

with OI. maghdm, 'gift', maghdvant-, 'liberal,

generous'.

manzanilla, name of various plants.— Sp., dimin.

of manzana, 'apple', fr. Mal(t)iana (mala),

'apples of Mat(t)ius'. See mancWneel.

manzanillo, n., manchineel. — See prec. word.

manzanita, n., the bearberry. — Sp., dimin. of

manzana, 'apple'. See manzanilla.

Maori, n., 1) a member of the native of New Zea-

land; 2) the language spoken by them. — New

Zealand native word.

map, n. — MF. mappe in mappemonde, 'map of

the world', fr. OF,, fr. ML. mappa mundi, of

s.m., fr. L. mappa, 'napkin, tablecloth; signal

cloth', fr. Heb.-Punic mappa*", 'napkin, cloth,

flag", which stands for *manpd'', contraction of

Mishnaic Heb. m^ndpbd'' (see Mishnah Kelim,

16:7), 'streaming cloth, banner", lit. 'that which

is moved to and fro', from stem n-w-p, 'to move

to and fro; to swing", whence also Bibhcal Heb.

nopheph, 'he brandished', heniph, 'he wielded,

waved', ndpha'', 'sieve', t^nuphd'', 'a swinging,

waving, wave offering, offering". Cp. nappe,

napkin, apron. Cp. also mop.

Derivative: map, tr. v.

maple, n. — ME. mapil, fr. OE. mapulder, mapel

itreow), 'maple tree', rel. to ON. mopurr, of s.m.

mAqui, n., a shrub of Chile iAristotelia maqui).—

Sp., fr. Araucan maqui.

maquis, n, 1) a zone of shrubby plants in the Med-
:t_»o.^»!in roiyinn ecrvinff aS COVCr for fUfOtiveS,
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guerrilla fighters, etc. ; 2) {often cap.) a member

of the French underground movement in World

War II, fighting against the Nazis. — F., 'scrub,

bush (in Corsica)', fr. It. macchia, 'thicket', fr.

L. macula, 'spot'. See macula,

mar, tr. v., to injure. — ME. merren, marren, fr.

OE. merran, mierran, 'to hinder, obstruct,

squander, waste', rel. to OFris. meria, OHG.
marren, merren, 'to hinder, obstruct', Goth.

marzjan, 'to hinder, offend', OFris. mere, 'tie,

fetter', and prob. to ON. merja, 'to crush,

bruise', and cogn. with OI. mrndti, 'he crushes,

bruises', Gk. jxapatvsiv, 'to put out, quench,

extinguish', fr. I.-E. base *mer-, 'to rub, con-

sume, wear away'. See smart, v., and cp. words

there referred to. OF. marrir, 'to afflict' (whence

F. marri, orig. pp., 'sorry, grieved'), OProven?.

marrir. It. smarrire, 'to lead astray", are Teut.

loan words.

marabou, also marabout, n., a large stork of West

Africa. — F. marabou{t), fr. Port, marabuto, fr.

Arab, murdbit, 'hermit'; so called because of its

solitary habits. See next word.

Marabout, n., 1) a Mohammedan saint; 2) his

tomb or shrine. — F., fr. Port, marabuto, fr.

Arab, murdbit, 'hermit', partic. of rabata, 'he

applied himself continually, he was on duty',

3rd conjugation of rabata, 'he bound'. Cp.

Almoravides, marabou, maravedl.

Marah, n., the first oasis reached by the Israelites

after passing through the Red Sea. The waters

were bitter, but Moses sweetened them. See Ex.

15: 23-25; Nu. 33, 8:9. — Heb. Mara'', prop,

fem. of mar, 'bitter', used as a noun, from the

root of mar (contraction of marar), 'was

bitter', whence also mor, 'myrrh', m^rord'', 'gall,

gallbladder', m^rerd'', 'gall', m'rorim, 'bitter

herbs', m^riri, 'bitter', memer, m^riruth. 'bitter-

ness', Mishnaic Heb. mard'', 'gall" (lit. 'the

bitter organ"). See myrrh.

maranatha, n., a curse. — Gk. (iapavaOa, usually

explained as transliteration of Aram, mdrdn

dthd, 'the Lord has come", or 'O Lord, come".

But the association of (xapava&d. with avd^Eixa

in ^Tto a\)!X^E(ia, jiapavafta, 'let him be ana-

thema, maranatha' (1st Corinth. 16:22), makes

it probable that the words avif>E:.ta. i^apiva&a

express a double or intensified curse. It is very

probable that (xapavaftd is the transliteration

of Heb. mohordm attd'', 'thou art put under the

ban', the short Qamatz in the first syllable of the

word mohdrdm having been mistaken for the

long one (= a) and the letter H (= A), which

has no exact equivalent in the Greek alphabet,

having been dropped in the transliteration. The

omission of the letter n is the rule in the trans-

literation of PN.'s in the LXX. Cp. e.g. 'Evti/.,

transUt. of lUH (HdnSkh), NSs, translit. of TO

(Afo*«, •loaax, translit. of pP*' (Yitzhak), Za-

pi, translit. of mi (Zirab, Zdrah\ 'O?*?.

transUt. of "lan (Ifepher), SaXTradS, translit. of

inaSi' {Tz^lophbdd), 'jVyT'. translit. of ""jn

'^
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(Haggt), ' Ayya'^o?, rendering of i;in (Ifaggdy).

The Hebrew word mofiordm is the Hoph'al (=
passive of the causative) part, of hdrdm, 'he

devoted, banished', which is rel. to Arab, htdru-

ma, 'was forbidden, unlawful'; see herem and

cp. harem. For the change ofm to n cp. marrano.

The identification of (iapavocS-d with Heb. mo-

hordm attd'' is supported by the fact that theLXX
usually renders the Heb. noun Iferem (e.g. in

Lev. 27 : 28, 29) by dvd&sjxa (see anathema) and

the verb heljertm (e.g. in Nu. 21 : 2,3) by dva^s-

jiaxiI^Eiv (see anathematize).

Maranta, n., a genus of plants (bat.) — ModL.,

named after the Italian physician and botanist

Bartolomeo Maranta (1500-1571).

Marantaceae, n. pi., the arrowroot family (bat.)

— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

marantaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

maraschino, n., liqueur made from the fermented

juice of the marasca cherry. — It., fr. amarasca,

marasca, 'a kind of small, sour, cherry', fr.

amaro, 'bitter', fr. L. amdrus. See amarine and

cp. margosa.

marasmic, adj., pertaining to or having marasmus

— See next word and -Ic.

marasmus, n., wasting away of the body. —
ModL., fr. Gk. [xapaajioi;, 'consumption', fr.

[jiapaivEiv, 'to consume', fr. I.-E. base *mer-, 'to

rub, consume, wear away'. See mar and cp.

amaranth.

Maratha, n., member of a people in South India.

— Marathi Maratha, corresponding to Hind.

Marhata, fr. OI. Mahdrdstralf, lit. 'great coun-

try', fr. mahd; 'great', and rdftrah, 'kingdom,

country", which is rel. to rdjan, 'king'. See ma-

haraja.

Marathon race, a running race, 26 miles 385 yards

long. — From Marathon, 26 miles north of

Athens, scene of the victory of the Athenians

over the Persians, 490 B.C.E.; so called in allu-

sion to the Greek who ran from Marathon to

Athens to bring the news of victory to his coun-

trymen and fell dead on arrival.

maraud, intr. v., to raid. — F. marauder, fr. ma-

raud, 'scoundrel, rascal", fr. dial. F. maraud,

'tomcat", a word of imitative origin. Dial. F.

maraud was prob. used also figuratively in the

sense 'vagabond', which accounts for the devel-

opment of meaning.

Derivative: maraud-er, n.

maravedi, n., an old Spanish gold coin. — Sp.

maravedi, fr. Arab, murdbid, adj. formed fr.

Murdbidn (pi.), name of a Moorish dynasty

(= Almoravides). Hence maravedi prop, meant

'money of the Almoravides'. See Marabout.

marble, n. — ME. marbre, later changed to

marbel, marble, fr. OF. (= F.) marbre, fr. VL.

marmorem, ace. of L. marmor (a neut. noun,

taken in "VL. for masc), fr. Gk. (xdp(xapoi;,

'white, glistening stone', fr. orig. 'stone, rock',

rel. to iiapvaiiai, 'I fight, battle', lit. 'I strike

myself, (iapaivto, 'I put out, quench, extin-

guish', and cogn. with OI. mrndti, 'crushes,

bruises', fr. I.-E. bSse *mer-, 'to rub, consume,

wear away'. See smart, v., and cp. marmoreal.

Cp. also marasmus, amaranth. The sense de-

velopment of Gk. ;.idp[iapoi; was influenced by

ptapixaipetv, 'to shine', to which, however, it is

not related. OHG. marmul, murmul, G. Marmel,

Murmei, 'marble', are Latin loan words. G.

Marmor, 'marble', has been refashioned after L.

marmor.

Derivatives: marbl-ed, marbl-y, adjs.

marc, n., refuse of fruit, esp. of grapes. — F., lit.

'something trodden or beaten', fr. marcher, 'to

walk', in the original sense of this verb: 'to

tread'. See march, 'to walk'.

marcasite, n., a native iron disulfide FeSj (min-

eral.) — F. marcassite, fr. ML. marchasita, fr.

Sp. marcaxita (ModSp. marcasita), fr. Arab.

marqashithd, fr. Pers. marqashishd.

marcella, n., a cotton quilting. — Lit. 'of Mar-

seilles', fr. F. Marseille, fr. L. Massilia. Cp.

Marseillaise, Marseilles.

Marcellus, masc. PN. — L. Mdrcellus, dimin. of

Marcus (q.v.)

marcel wave. — Named after the French hair-

dresser Marcel Grateau (died in 1936).

marcescence, n.— Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

marcescent, adj., withering. — L. marcescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of marcescere, 'to wither,

droop, decay, pine away', inchoative of marcere,

'to wither, droop, be faint', fr. I.-E. base *mereq-,

*merq-, 'to decay, rot', whence also Lith. merkiii,

mefkti, 'to soak, steep', mirkstii, mifkti, 'to be

soaked, be steeped', and perh. Gaul, bracis, 'a

kind of com used for making malt', Mir.

mraich, braich, W. brach, 'malt", Mir. bren, W.

braen (for *mrakno-), 'foul, rotten". Cp. im-

marcessible. I.-E. base *mereq-, *merq-, 'to

decay, rot', is orig. identical with base *merg-,

'to rub', enlargement of base *mer-, whence OI,

mrndti, 'crushes, bruises', Gk. (xapaivEiv, 'to

put out, quench, extinguish'. See smart, v. and

cp. marasmus, amaranth, marble. Cp. also mar.

For the ending of marcescent see suff. -ent.

march, n., boundary. — ME. marche, fr. OF.

(= F.) marche, 'boundary, frontier', fr. Prank-

ish *marka, which is rel. to OHG. marca,

marcha, MHG. marke, G. Mark, 'boundary,

frontier". It., OProven?., Sp. marca, of s.m., are

also Teut. loan words. See mark, 'boundary;

sign", and cp. marchioness, marquis.

Derivative: march, intr. v., to border.

march, intr. v., to walk. — MF. (= F.) marcher,

'to walk", fr. OF. marcher, 'to tread, trample ; to

walk', which prob. derives fr. "VL. *marcdre, 'to

hammer", fr. L. marcus, 'to beat the time; to

march in time; to march', fr. L. marcus, 'ham-

mer', back formation fr. marculus, which was

mistaken for a diminutive. L. marculus has been

dissimilated fr. *malclos, for *maltlos, which is



march

cogn. with L. malleus, 'hammer'; see malleus

and cp. machete, marc, mush, 'a march on foot".

Several philologists derive OF. marcher fr.

Prankish *markdn, 'to mark, to imprint (one's

steps)' ; see mark, 'boundary ; sign'. It. marciare

and Sp. marchar, 'to march', are borrowed fr.

F. marcher.

march, n., a walking. — MF. (= F.) marche, fr.

marcher. See prec. word and cp. demarche.

March, n. — ME., fr. OF. march, also marz (F.

mars), fr. L. Martius (mensis), '(the month of)

Mars', fr. Mars, gen. Martis, 'March'. Cp. It.,

Sp. marzo, 'March', and see Mars.

Marchantia, n., a genus of plants, the liverwort

(bot.) — ModL., named after the French bo-

tanist Nicolas Marchant (died in 1678). For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Marchantiaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the

liverwort family (bot.) — ModL., formed fr.

Marchantia with suff. -aceae.

marchantiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

marcher, n., one who marches. — Formed fr.

march, 'to walk', with agential suff. -er.

marcher, n., inhabitant of a march. — Formed fr.

march, 'boundary', with agential suflf. -er.

marchesa, n., an Italian marchioness. — It., fem.

of marchese. See next word.

marchese, n., an Italian marquis. — It. See mar-

quis.

Marcheshvan, n. — See Marheshvan.

marchioness, n. 1) wife or widow of a marquis;

2) a lady having in her own right the rank of a

marquis. — ML. marchionissa, fem. of marchio

(gen. -onis), 'marquis', prop, 'ruler of a march'.

See march, 'boundary', and marquis,

marchpane, n. — It. marzapane (whence also Sp.

marzapdn, mazapdn, OProven?. massapan, MF.

marcepain, F. massepain), fr. Venetian matapan,

fr. ML- matapanus, name of a Venetian coin,

used also in the sense of 'weight' and 'box', ult.

fr. Arab, mauthaban, 'a sitting king', name of a

coin circulating in the East during the crusades,

fr. S. Arab, wdthaba, 'he sat; he dwelled' (in

Arab., 'he leaped, jumped'). It. marzapane owes

its form to folk etymology ; the word was ex-

plained as derived fr. L. Marci panis, "bread of

Mark'. S. Arab, and Arab, wdthaba are rel. to

Heb. yashdbh, 'he sat ; he dwelled'. See Yeshibah.

Marcia, fem. PN. — L. Marcia, fem. of Mdrcius,

rel. to Marcus. See Marcus.

Marcomanni, n. pi., name of a Teutonic tribe. —
L. Marcomanni, a Teut. loan word lit. meaning

'men of the border". The first element is rel. to

OHG. mark, OE. mearc, 'border, mark, dis-

trict'; see mark, 'boundary', and cp. march,

'boundary'. The second element is rel. to OHG.

man, OE. mann, 'man' ; see man.

marconigram, n., a message sent by wireless tele-

gram; radiogram. — Formed from the name of

the Italian physicist Guglielmo Marconi (1874-

1 0'lTk and -sram.
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Marcus, masc. PN. — L. Marcus, for * Mart-cos,

rel. to Mars, name of the Roman god of war.

See Mars and cp. Marcia, Mark.

mare, n., a female horse. — ME. mere, mare, fr.

OE. mere, fem. to OE. mearh, 'horse'; rel. to

OS. meriha, ON. merr, OFris. merrie, MDu.

merie, Du. merrie, OHG. meriha, merha, MHG.
merhe, G. Mdhre, 'mare', ON. marr, OFris.

mar, OHG. marah, marh, 'horse', from pre-

Teut. marka, a form mentioned in Pausanias

Periplous and referred to as of Gaulish origin.

Cp. Ir. and Gael, marc, W. march, Co. margh,

march, Bret, marh, 'horse'. Cp. also the first

element in marshal.

mare, n., the sea. — L. mare, 'sea'. See mere,

mare, n., incubus.— ME., fr. OE., rel. to ON. and

OHG. mara, MDu. mare, Du. -merrie, MHG.
mar, G. Mahr, 'incubus', and cogn. with the first

element in Olr. Mor-rigain, demoness ofcorpses

(lit. 'queen of the nightmare'), Bulg., Serb., Pol.

mora, Czech mura, 'incubus'. Cp. the second

element in nightmare. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in cauchemar.

maremma, n., marshy land near the seashore. —
It., fr. L. maritima, neut. pi. of maritimus, 'per-

taining to the sea, near the sea', fr. mare, 'sea'.

Cp. OF. maresme, Catal. maresma, 'marsh',

which are of the same origin, and see maritime.

Margaret, fem. PN. — OF. Margaret (F. Mar-

guerite), fr. L. margarita, 'pearl'. See margarite

and cp. Margery,

margaric, adj., pertaining to a white fatty acid

CjjHjjCOjH (chem.) — F. margarique, fr. Gk.

(jiapyapov, 'pearl'. See margarite and -ic.

margarin, n., a fatty substance found in animal

fats and vegetable oils {chem.) — F. margarine,

fr. margarique, lit. 'of a pearl-like color' (see

margaric and chem. suflf. -in); coined by the

French chemist Marie-Eugene Chevreul (1786-

1889).

margarine, n., artificial butter. — F.; see prec.

word. The name arose from the erroneous no-

tion that all oils and fats contain margaric acid.

margarite, n., 1) a pearl {archaic); 2) a basic

aluminum calcium silicate (mineral.)— ME., fr.

OF. margarite (F. marguerite), fr. L. margarita,

fr. Gk. fiocpYaptTTj? (scil. Xi^oc). "pearl", which

is of uncertain origin. It possibly derives fr. OI.

mahjaram, mahjari, 'bud, pearl'. Gk. jxipyapov

is prob. a back formation fr. uap-v-apT-rr,;. Cp.

Margaret, margaric, margarin, marguerite. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

margaritiferous, adj., producing pearls. —Com-
pounded of L. margarita, 'pearl', and the stem

of/erre, 'to bear, carry'. See prec. word and

-ferous.

margay, n., a spotted wildcat of South America.

— F., altered fr. earlier margaia, fr. Tupi mbara-

caia.

marge, n., edge, border. — F., fr. L. margo, gen.

marginis. See margin.
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margent, n., margin. — An archaic var. of mar-

gin.

Margery, fem. PN. — OF. Margerie, rel. to L.

margarita, 'pearl'. See Margaret,

margin, n. — ME. margine, fr. L. margo, gen.

marginis, 'edge, brink, border', which is cogn.

with Goth, marka, 'boundary, frontier', OE.

mearc, 'boundary, boundary sign, sign, mark'.

See mark, 'boundary; sign', and cp. marge,

margent.

Derivatives: margin, tr. v., marginal (q.v.),

marginate (q.v.)

marginal, adj. — ModL. margindlis, fr. L. margo,

gen. marginis. See margin and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: marginal, n., marginal-ly, adv.

marginate, marginated, adj., having a margin. —
L. marginatus, pp. of margindre, 'to provide

with a border, to border', fr. margo, gen. mar-

ginis. See margin and adj. suff. -ate, resp. also

-ed.

marginalia, n. pi., marginal notes. — ModL.,

prop. neut. pi. of the adjective margindlis. See

marginal.

Marginella, n., a genus of marine snails {zool.)—
ModL., fr. L. margo, gen. marginis. See margin

and -ella.

margosa, n., an East Indian tree with bitter bark.

Fr. Port, amargoso, 'bitter', fr. VL. *amdri-

cdsus, 'bitterish', fr. L. amdrus, 'bitter'. See

amarine and cp. maraschino,

margrave, n., 1) orig. a governor of a border

region in Germany; 2) the hereditary title of

certain princes of the Holy Roman Empire. —
MDu. markgrave (Du. markgraaf), lit. 'count of

the border', fr. mark, 'border' and grave, 'count,

earl'. Cp. MLG. markgreve, OHG. markgrdvo,

'governor of a border region', G. Markgraf,

'margrave', and see march, 'boundary', and

grave, 'count'. Cp. also landgrave.

margravine, n., wife of margrave. — Du. mark-

gravin, fem. of markgraaf. See margrave and

subst. suff. -ine.

marguerite, n., oxeye daisy. — F., 'pearl;

daisy', fr. OF. margarite, 'pearl', resp. OF.

margerite, 'daisy', fr. L. margarita, 'pearl', fr.

Gk. [xapyap t-o)?. See margarite.

Marheshvan, also Marheshwan, n., the eighth

month of the Jewish year. — Mishnaic Heb.

marheshwan, fr. Akkad. warhu samnu, lit.

'eighth month'. The first word is rel. to Heb.

yerah, 'month', ydre^h, 'moon', Aram, yarhd,

'month'. The second word is rel. to Akkad.

.jamdne (masc.), ioman/i (fem.), 'eight'. Cp. Heb.

sh^moni*' (masc), sh^mona^ (fem.), Ugar. 'smn

(masc), imnt (fem.), Aram, t^mdne (masc),

t^manyd (fem.), Arab, thamdnin (masc), tha-

mdniyJ' (fem.), Ethiop. samant (masc), samd-

nita (fem.), 'eight'. (The masc. forms are used

with fem. nouns, the fem. ones with masc.

nouns.) For the interchangeability of w and m
in Akkadian cp. Kislev. Cp. Heshvan.

Maria, fem. PN.— Late L. See Mary.

Marian, adj., 1) pertaining to the Virgin Mary;

2) pertaining to Mary, Queen of England; 3)

pertaining to Mary, Queen of Scots. — Formed

with suflf. -an fr. L. Maria. See Mary.

Marian, n., a follower of Mary, Queen of Scots.

See prec. word.

Marian, Marianne, fem. PN. — Marian is a

collateral form of Marion, dimin. of F. Marie

(see Mary), but was mistaken later for the com-

pound of the two names Mary and Ann(e)

(whence the spelling Marianne).

marigold, n., a yellow-flowered plant. — A hy-

brid coined fr. Mary (prob. the Virgin) and

gold,

marihuana, marijuana, n., 1) the hemp plant ; 2) a

narcotic obtained from its dried leaves and

flowers. — Mex. Sp., prob. a contraction of

Maria Juana (= 'Mary Jane'), so called from

the alleged sexual appeal of the drug.

MarUyn, fem. PN. — Dimin. of Mary,

marimba, n., a kind of musical instrument. —
Bantu malimba, marimba, pi. of limba, name of

a musical instrument.

marmade, n., a pickle seasoned with herbs and

spices. — F., fr. mariner, 'to pickle', fr. marin,

'of the sea', fr. L. marinus, of s.m. See marine

adj., and -ade.

Derivative: marinade, tr. v.

marinate, tr. v., to steep in pickle. — See prec.

word and verbal suff. -ate.

marine, adj. — ME. marynie), fr. OF. (= F.)

marin, fem. marine, fr. L. marinus, fem. marina,

'of the sea', fr. mare, 'sea'. See mere, 'the sea',

and adj. suflf. -ine and cp. submarine, trans-

marine.

marine, n.— F., 'seamanship, navy, seascape", fr.

marin, 'mariner', from- the adj. marin. See

marine, adj.

mariner, n. — ME., fr. OF. marinier, fr. ML.

marindrius, 'sailor', fr. L. marinus, 'of the sea'.

See prec. word and agential suflf. -er.

Marinism, n., extravagant style of writing. — Lit.

'style resembling that of the Italian poet Gio-

vanni Battista Marini' (1569-1625). For the

ending see suflf. -Ism.

Marinist, n., writer imitating the style of Marini.

— See prec. word and -ist.

Mariolatry, n. — Lit. 'worship of Mary', com-

pounded of Gk. Mapta, 'Mary', and -XaTpsia,

-XaTpia, fr. XaTpela, 'hired labor, service,

worship'. See Mary and -latry. *

Marion, fem. PN. — F., dimin. of Marie. See

Mary and cp. Marianne. Cp. also next word.

marionette, n., puppet worked by strings. — F.

marionnette, double diminutive of Marie. See

prec. word and -ette.

Mariposa lily, Mariposa tulip, any plant of the

genus Calochortus. — Fr. Sp. mariposa, 'butter-

fly', which is of uncertain origin ; so called in

allusion to the appearance of the colorful

blossoms.

mariposite, n., a chromium-bearing mica {min-
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era!.) — Named after Mariposa County in

California. For the ending see subst. suff. -Ite.

marish, n., a marsh. — ME. mares, mareis, fr.

OF. inaarais, mareis, maresc (F. marais),

'marsh'. See marsh.

Derivatives: marish, marish-y, adjs., marish-

ness, n.

marischal, n., Scot, form of marshal.— F. mare-

chal. See marshal.

Marist, n., member of a Roman Catholic order.

— F. Mariste, fr. Marie. See Mary and -ist.

marital, adj., 1) pertaining to a husband; 2) per-

taining to marriage. — L. marltdlis, 'of mar-

riage', fr. maritus, 'a married man, husband',

which is of uncertain etymology. It possibly

stands for "mari-tos and lit. means 'provided

with a young wife', and is cogn. with OI.

mdryah, 'young man, lover, wooer', Gk. (AstpaE,

'boy, girl', Lith. marti, 'bride', Opruss. martin

(ace), 'bride', Lith. mergd, OPruss. mergo, 'girl,

maid, servant', W. merch, Co. myrgh, 'daughter;

wife', W. morwyn, 'virgin, girl'. Cp marry.

Derivatives: marital-ity, n., marital-ly, adv.

maritime, adj., of, or pertaining to, the sea.— F.,

fr. L. maritimus, 'of the sea, near the sea', fr.

mare, 'sea'. See mare, 'sea'. Suflf. -timus in mari-

timus (also -tumus) is prop, a superl. suff., and

occurs also in L. in-timus, 'inmost', ul-timus,

'last', pos-tumus, 'last' (see intimate, ultimate,

posthumous).

Marius, masc. PN. — L., fr. Marius, name of a

Roman gens.

marjoram, n., name of a plant. — ME. majorat!,

fr. OF. majorane (F. marjolaine), fr. ML. majo-

rdna, fr. L. amaracus, fr. Gk. ajxapaxof;, 'mar-

joram', which, together with Macedonian Gk.

afixpu, -marjoram', prob. derives from a lan-

guage of India. Cp. OI. maruvah, maruvakah,

'marjoram'. ML. majordna (fr. L. amaracus) owes

its form to a confusion with L. major, compar.

of magnus, 'great, large' (see major, adj.)

Marjorie, Marjory, fem. PN. — Collateral forms

of Margery (q.v.)

mark, n., 1) boundary (archaic); 2) sign. — ME.

merl<e, marke, fr. OE. mearc, 'boundary,bound-

ary sign, sign, mark', rel. to ON. merki, mark,

•boundary sign', mark, 'forest' (forests often

served as frontiers), OFris. merke, OS., Goth.

marka, 'boundary, frontier", Du. merk, 'mark,

brand', mark, 'borderland; mark, sign', OHG.
marcha, MHG. marke, G. Mark, 'boundary,

boundary land'.G. Marke, 'sign, token ; stamp',

and cogn. with Avestic mar^za, 'border', L.

margo, gen. marginis, 'edge, brink, border', Olr.

mruig, Ir. bruig, 'boundary; district', W.. Co.,

Bret, bro, 'district'. Cp. mark, 'to put a mark

on', mark, a weight. Cp. also mardi, 'bounda-

ry', Marcomamii, margniTe, marque, maniuetry,

marquis, marquise, countermark, demarcation,

remark. Cp. also margin. Cp. also Cymric,

marh:, tr. v., to put a mark on. — ME. merken,

m'nrkfn. fr. OE. meorcian, 'to make a mark, to
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mark', fr. OE. mearc, 'boundary, sign, mark',

rel. to ON. merkja, Dan. merke, Swed. marka,

OFris. merkia, MDu., Du. merken, OHG.
merken, merchen, MHG., G. merken, 'to mark,

note', and to OS. markon, ON. marka, OHG.
marchon, markon, of s.m. See prec. word. OF.

merchier, 'to mark, note', is a Teut. loan word.

Derivatives: mark-ed, adj., mark-ed-ly, adv.,

mark-ed-ness, n., mark-er, n., mark-ing, n.

mark, n., 1) a weight; 2) any of various coins; 3)

the monetary unit of Germany. — ME. marke,

fr. OE. marc, prob. fr. ON. mark, which is rel.

to MHG. mark, marke, G. Mark, 'mark'. These

words are very prob. rel. to OE. mearc, ON.

mark, 'boundary sign', OHG. marcha, 'bounda-

ry, boundary land'. See mark, 'boundary;

sign'.

Mark, masc. PN. — L. Marcus. See Marcus.

Markab, n., a star of the constellation of Pegasus.

Arab, markab, 'saddle; ship, vessel', fr. rakiba,

'he mounted a horse, he rode' (whence also

mdrkaba'', 'vehicle, carriage'), which is rel. to

Heb. rdkhdbh, 'he mounted a horse, he rode',

rekhebh, 'chariot', merkdbh, 'chariot, saddle',

merkdbhd'', 'chariot', Aram.-Syr. rekhebh, 'he

mounted a horse, he rode', Syr. mark bhd,

'ship', Ugar. rkb, 'to mount a horse, to ride',

Akkad. rakdbu, of s.m., markabtu, 'chariot',

Ethiop. rakdba, 'he attained'.

market, n. — ME., fr. ONF. market, correspond-

ing to OF. marchiet, marc/iie (whence F. marche),

fr. L. mercdtus, 'trade, business, marketplace'

[whence also It. mercato, OProven?. and Catal.

mercat, Sp. and Port, mercado, OS. markat,

MDu. market (Du. markt, dial. Du. mart),

OHG. markat (MHG. market, G. Markt)], fr.

mercdtus, pp. of mercdri, 'to trade', fr. merx,

gen. mercis, 'ware, merchandise'. See merchant

and cp. mart, which is a doublet of market.

Derivatives: market, intr. andtr. v., market-able,

adj., market-abil-ity, n., market-abl-y, adv.,

market-ing, n.

markhor, n., wild goat of the Himalayas. —
Pers. mdr-khdr, 'snake eater'.

marl, n., clayey soil. — ME., fr. MF. marie

(whence F. marne), fr. ML. margila, dimin. of

L. marga, 'marl', which is a Gaulish word ac-

cording to Pliny. It. and Sp. marga, 'marl',

derive fr. L. marga. Late OHG. mergil, MDu.

merghel, Du., MLG., MHG., G., Dan. mergel,

Swed. nuirgel, W. marl, are loan words fr. ML.

margila.

Derivatives: marl, tr. v., marl-y, adj.

marl, tr. v., to fasten. — Du. marlen, freq. of

MDu. mdren, meren, 'to tie, fasten'. See moor,

'to fasten', and cp. next word.

marline, n., a small cord of two strands used for

seizing {naut.) — Du. marlijn, formed (under

the influence of lijn, 'line'), fr. marling, fr. mar-

ren, fr. MDu. maren, 'to tie'. See marl, 'to

fasten', and dimin. suff. -ling,

marlite, n., a variety of marl which resists the
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action of the air. — Formed from marl with

subst. suflf. -ite.

marmalade, n. — F. marmelade, fr. Port, marme-

lada, 'quince jelly, marmalade', fr. marmelo,

'quince', fr. L. melimelum, 'honey apple', fr. Gk.

[j,£Xt|i7)Xov, 'sweet apple', which is compound-

ed of (i.£Xi, 'honey', and [jl-^Xov, apple'. The

first element is cogn. with L. mel, gen. mellis,

'honey' ; see melli-. For the second element see

Malus, 'the apple tree'.

marmolite, n., pale green serpentine (mineral.)—
Compounded of Gk. |jiaptJ,(atp£iv), to shine',

and XiS-oi;, 'stone'. The first element is cogn.

with OI. mdricih, marlci, 'beam of light, ray',

and prob. also with L. merus, 'pure, unmixed'.

See mere, adj. For the second element see -lite.

marmoreal, adj., pertaining to, or like, marble.

Formed with adj. suflf. -al fr. L. marmoreus,

'made of marble, resembling marble', fr. mar-

mor, 'marble'. See marble.

Derivative: marmoreal-ly, adv.

marmoset, n., a small monkey of South and Cen-

tral America. — ME. marmusette, fr. MF.

marmouset, 'grotesque carved figure' [cp. Rue

des Marmousets, a street in Paris, in which there

were grotesque figures of stone. Referring to

this street, a Latin text from 1280 speaks oi duo

marmoseti lapidei ['two stone marmosets' =
two grotesque figures of stone']; rel. to F.

marmot, 'little monkey; puppet, grotesque fig-

ure', marmotter, 'to mutter, mumble'. All these

words are prob. of imitative origin. Cp. marmot.

marmot, n., a burrowing rodent. — F. marmotte,

prop, 'the mumbling (animal)', fr. mari.iotter,

'to mutter, mumble'; see prec. word. It. mar-

motta and Sp. marmota are French loan words.

The F. forms marmotaine, marmontaine are a

blend of F. marmot with L. mSs montdnus, lit.

'mountain-mouse'

.

marocain, n., a dress material made of silk. —
F., lit. 'of Morocco', fr. Maroc, 'Morocco"; so

called because this material was orig. manufac-

tured in Morocco. Cp. morocco.

Maronite, n., member of a Christian sect living

in the Lebanon district in Syria. — Named after

its founder Maro, a monk, who lived in the 5th

cent. For the ending see subst. suflf. -ite.

maroon, n., one of a class of Negroes; orig. a

fugitive Negro slave. — F. marron, fr. Sp. Ci-

marron, 'wild, untamed", derivative of cima, fr.

L. cyma, 'mountain top, summit', fr. Gk. xij[jia,

'anything swollen, wave'. See cyma.

Derivative: maroon, tr. and intr. v.

maroon, n., and adj., brownish red.— F. marron,

'chestnut', fr. It. marrone, 'chestnut', which is

of unknown origin. Cp. marron.

marplot, n. — Compounded of mar and plot,

marque, n., seizure by way of reprisal. — F., fr.

OProven?. marca, 'seizure, reprisal', fr. marcar,

'to seize in reprisal', prop, 'to mark by seizing

in reprisal', which is of Teut. origin. See mark,

'boundary; sign'.

marquee, n., a large tent. — Back formation fr.

marquise, which was mistaken for a plural;

marquee orig. denoted 'a place suitable for a

marquise'.

marquetry, marqueterie, n., inlaid work of wood

or other material used in decorating furniture.

— F. marqueterie, 'inlaid work, marquetry', fr.

marqueter, 'to speckle, spot, inlay', fr. marque,

'a mark'. See mark, 'boundary; sign', and cp.

marque.

marquis, n., a title of nobility. — ME. markis,

marquis, alteration (due to the analogy of It.

marchese) of OF. marchis, fr. marche, 'border,

borderland', fr. Teut. *marka, 'boundary,

frontier'. Cp. OHG. marcha, 'boundary, fron-

tier', and see march, 'boundary'.

marquisate, n., the office or dignity of a marquis.

— Formed on analogy of F. marquisat, which

is derived fr. It. marchesato, but was assimilated

in form to marquis. See marquis and subst. suflf.

-ate.

marquise, n., 1) wife or widow of a marquis; 2) a

lady holding in her own right the rank equal

to that of a marquis; z) awning, marquee. — F.,

'marchioness; marquee (tent)', fem. of marquis.

See prec. word and cp. marquee.

marquisette, n., a thin cotton fabric. — Dimin.

of F. marquise, 'awning, marquee'. See prec.

word and -ette.

marquois scale, a scale for drawing equidistant

parallel lines. — Named after its inventor

Marquois, who lived in London in the 18th

cent.

marram grass, bent grass. — ON. maralmr, lit.

'sea grass', fr. marr, 'sea', and halmr, 'straw'.

See mere, 'sea', and haulm.

marrano, n., Jew or Moor converted to Chris-

tianity.— Sp., 'pig, hog', fr. Arab, fidruma, 'was

forbidden'. The pig was called the 'forbidden

animal', from the fact that the eating of pork is

forbidden by Jewish and Moslem religious law.

Cp. (Andalusian) Sp. maharrana, 'fresh bacon,

salt pork', which derives fr. Arab, muhdrrama ,

fem. of muhdrram, 'anything forbidden', pass.

part, of hdrrama. See harem and herem. For the

change of m to « cp. maranatha.

marriage, n. — ME. mariage, fr. OF. (= F.)

mariage, fr. VL. maritdticum (occurring in a

text from the year 1062), fr. L. maritdtus, pp. of

maritdre, 'to wed, marry, give in marriage'. It.

maritaggio, Sp. maridaje, 'marriage", also derive

fr. VL. maritdticum. See marry and -age.

marron, n., the European chestnut. — F. See

maroon, 'brownish red'.

marrow, n. — ME. maro, merowe, fr. OE. mearg,

mearh, rel. to OS. marg, ON. mergr. OFris., Du.

merg, OHG. marag, marg, MHG. marc, G.

Mark, 'marrow', fr. I.-E. base *mozgho-,

whence also OI. majjdn-, Avestic mazga-, 'mar-

row', Toch. A mdssunt, 'marrow', OSlav.

mozga, OPruss. muzgeno, Lith. smdgenes

(metathesized fr. *m3zgenes), 'brain'.



marry

Derivatives: marrow, tr. v., marrow-ish, mar-

row-less, marrow-y, adjs.

marry, tr. and intr. v. — ME. marien, fr. OF.

(= F.) marier, fr. L. maritare, 'to wed, marry,

give in marriage' (whence also It. maritare.

Rum. mdrita, OProven?., Catal. Sp. and Port.

maridar, 'to marry'), fr. marltus, 'married,

husband'. See marital and marriage.

Derivatives: marri-ed, adj., marri-er, n.

Mars, n., the Roman god of war. — L. Mars, of

unknown etymology. Cp. March, Marcia,

Marcus, Mark, Martin, martin, martite. Gk.,

jiapvxixai, '1 fight', is not cognate with L.

Mars (see marasmus).

Marsala, n., a kind of wine produced in Sicily.—
So called from Marsala, a seaport in Sicily, fr.

Arab, Mirsa-lldki, lit. 'the Port of God'.

Marseillaise, n., name of the French national

Republican song, composed by Rouget de Lisle

in 1792. — F., fern, of the adj. Marseiltais, 'of

Marseilles'. Rouget de Lisle composed this

song for the Strassburg volunteers, yet it was

named Marseillaise because it was the volun-

teers from Marseilles who sang it in Paris for

the first time.

Marseilles, marseilles, n., a kind of cotton ma-

terial. — Prop, 'made at Marseilles'. Cp. mar-

cella, Marseillaise,

marsh, n. — ME. mersh, fr. OE. mersc, merisc,

rel. to OS., OFris. mersk, MDu., MLG, mersch,

marsch (whence Du. mars, G. Marsch). All

these words are derivatives of Teut. *mari-, 'sea'.

See mere, iake", and cp. mare, 'sea', marish,

morass.

Derivatives: marsh, adj., marsh-y, adj., marsh-i-

ness, n.

marshal, n. — ME. mareschal, marshal, fr. OF.

mareschal (F. marechal), fr. Late L. mariscalcus,

a word occurring in the Salic Law, and derived

fr. Frankish *marhskalk, which is rel. to OHG.
marahscalc, lit. 'horse servant' (whence MHG.
marschalc, G. Marschall, 'marshal'), fr. marah,

'horse', and scale, 'servant'. For the etymology

of OHG. marah see mare, 'female horse'. OHG.
scale i= MHG. schalk, whence G. Schalk,

'rogue: wag") is rel. to OE. scealc, OS., OFris.

scale. Late ON. skalkr, servant', Dan., Swed.

skalk, Du. schalk, 'rogue; wag', Goth, skalks,

servant', skalkinon, 'to serve'. Cp. It. scalco,

'steward : carver', marescialto, Sp. mariscal,

'marshal", which are also Teut. loan words. Cp.

also raarischal and the second element in sene-

schal.

Derivatives: marshal, tr. v., marshal-cy, n.,

marshal{l)-er, n., marshal-ship, n.

Marshalsea, n., a court formerly held in London

by the knight marshal. — ME. marsehalcie, fr.

marschal, 'marshal'. See macsbal and -cy.

MarsUea, n., a genus of plants, the clover fern

(hot.) — ModL., named after the Italian nat-

uralist Luigi Ferdinando Afarj«/i (1658-1730).

Marsileaceae, n. pi., a family of plants ibot.) —
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ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

marsileaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

marsupial, adj., pertaining to, or like, a pouch;

pertaining to the marsupials. — ModL. marsH-

pidlis, 'having a pouch', fr. L. marsupium. See

marsupium and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: marsupial, n., a marsupial animal.

Marsupialia, n. pi., an order of mammals, the

kangaroos, wombats, etc. {zool.) — ModL., fr.

ModL. marsUpidlis, 'having a pouch', fr. L.

marsHpium. See marsupium.

marsupium, n., a pouch (anat. and zool.) — L., fr.

Gk. [jLapCTumov, dimin. of [xapauTto;, jxap-

oiTio?, 'bag, purse' ; of foreign, prob. oriental ori-

gin.

mart, n., market. — Dial. Du. mart, fr. Du.

markt, which is rel. to E. market (q.v.)

Derivative: mart, tr. and intr. v.

martello tower, also martello, n., a small fort. —
It. martello, 'hammer', altered fr. mortella, fr.

Cape Mortella in Corsica, name of a tower cap-

tured by the English in 1794. Mortella comes fr.

VL. *myrtella, *murteUa, and means 'myrtle'.

See myrtle,

marten, n., a kind of weasel. — ME. martryn, fr.

MF. martrine, 'marten fur', fr. OF., fem. of

martrin, 'pertaining to the marten', fr. martre,

'marten' ; influenced in form by MLG. marten

(see J. F. Sense, Dictionary of the Low-Dutch

Element in the English Vocabulary, p. 21 1).
—

F. martre is a Teut. loan word; cp. OHG. mar-

dar (whence MHG., G. marder), OFris. merth,

OE. meari>, ON. mordr. According to Schrader

in Bezzenberger's Beitrage zur Kunde der indo-

germanischen Sprachen, 15, )29f., these Teut.

words are cogn. with Lith. marti, 'bride'. For

sense development cp. It donnola, 'young lady',

ModGk. vu[i<piT3a, •JU9iTcra, 'sister-in-law',

OSlav. nevesta, 'bride', all used in the sense of

'weasel'. Cp. also Hung, holgymenyet, 'ermine',

lit., 'lady-ermine'.— Lith marti is possibly cogn.

with L. maritus, 'husband', for the etymology

of which see marital. Cp. the second element in

foumart.

martensite, n., a solid solution formed from iron

with 2 percent or less of carbon {mineral.) —
Named after the German metallurgist Adolf

Martens (1850-1914). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

Martha, fem. PN. — Aram. Mar^thd, lit. lady,

mistress", fem. of mar, mdrd, 'lord, master',

martial, adj., warlike.— ME., fr. L. Mdrtidlis, 'of

Mars', fr. Mars, gen. Mdrtis. See Mars and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: martial-ity, n., martial-ly, adv.,

martial-ness, n.

Martialist, n., one bom under Mars {astral.) —
Formed with suff. -ist fr. L. Mdrtidlis, 'of Mars'.

See prec. word.

Martian, n., an inhabitant of the planet Mars.—

9A3

Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Mdrtius, 'of Mars',

fr. Mars, gen. Mdrtis. See Mars.

Martin, masc. PN. — L. Mdrtinus, a derivative

of Mars, gen. Mdrtis. See Mars and cp. martial,

martin, n., a kind of swallow. — MF. (= F.)

martin, fr. PN. Martin. See prec. word and cp.

martlet,

martinet, n., a rigid disciplinarian. — Named

after Jean Martinet, an army officer under

Louis XIV of France.

Derivatives: martinet-ish, adj., martinet-ism, n.

martingale, n., part of a horse's harness. — MF.

(= F.), fr. Sp. almdrtaga, 'litharge; a sort of

halter, rein', fr. Arab, almdrtak; influenced in

form by a confusion with OProven?. martegalo,

fem. oimartegal, 'inhabitant of Martigue', used

in the sense 'worn in the manner of the inhabi-

tants of Martigue'.

martini, also martini cocktail, n. — Named after

Martini, an otherwise unknown person of

Italian origin.

Martinmas, n., St. Martin's day, November 1 1th.

— Prop. Mass of St. Martin, Bishop of Tours

(died in 397).

martite, n., ferric oxide (mineral.) — Formed

with subst. suff. -ite. fr. L. Mars, gen. Mdrtis,

the Roman god of war, whose name was used in

alchemy as the symbol of iron. For the ending

see subst. suff". -ite.

martlet, n., the bird martin. — MF. martelet,

derived, with change of suff., fr. martinet, 'mar-

tin'. See martin, 'swallow'.

Martynia, n., a genus of plants, the unicorn

plant (bot.) — ModL., named after John Mar-

tyn (1699-1768), professor of botany at Cam-

bridge. For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Martyniaceae, n. pi., the martynia family (bot.)

— ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

martyniaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

martyr, n. — ME. martir, fr. OE. martyr, fr.

Eccles. L. martyr, fr. Gk. tidtpTu?, Aeol. and

Dor. (j[,!xpT'jp, 'witness; martyr', which prob.

stands for I.-E. *mrtu- and is rel. to Gk. ^ti-

oi[xvx, 'care, solicitude, thought', [lEpfiTjpa (poet-

ic), 'care, trouble', (ispfxepo?, 'causing anxiety,

baneful", and cogn. with OI. smdrati, 'remem-

bers', L. memor, 'mindful'. See memory and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: martyr, tr. v., the hybrid noun

martyr-dom, martyrize (q.v.), martyry (q.v.)

martyrize, tr. v. — ME. martirizen, fr. Eccles. L.

martyrizdre, fr. martyr. See martyr and -izc.

Derivative: martyriz-ation, n.

martyrology, n., a study of martyrs; a history of

martyrs.— Eccles L. martyrologium, fr. Eccles.

Gk. (xapTupoXoyiov, which is compounded of

Gk. (iipTu? (see martyr), and Xoyos, 'word,

speech, discourse, account'. See logos.

See martyr and -logy.

martyry, n.— Eccles. L. martyrium, fr. Gk. (i.ap-

masri

Tiipiov, 'testimony, proof; martyr's shrine', fr.

[iipTu?. See martyr and -y (representing L.

-ium).

marvel, n. — ME. merveille, fr. OF. (= F.) mer-

veille, 'wonder', fr. L. mirdbilia, 'wonderful

things', neut. pi. (but in VL. taken as fem. sing.)

of mirdbilis, 'wonderful', fr. mirdrl, 'to wonder

at'. See miracle, admire,

marvel, intr. v. — ME. merveillen, fr. MF. mer-

veillier, 'to wonder at', fr. merveille. See marvel,

n.

marvelous, marvellous, adj.— ME. merveilous, fr.

OF. merveillos (F. merveilleux), fr. merveille.

See marvel, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: marvel{l)ous-ly, adv., marvel(I)ous-

ness, n.

Marxian, adj., pertaining to Karl Marx (1 8 1 8-83)

or his doctrine. — For the ending see suff. -ian.

Derivatives: Marxian, n., Marxian-ism, n.

Marxism, n., the doctrine of Karl Marx. — See

prec. word and -ism.

Marxist, n., an adherent of Marxism ; adj., Marx-

ian. — See prec. word and -ist.

Mary, fem. PN. — ME. Marie, fr. OE. Maria,

Marie, fr. L. Maria, fr. Gk. Mapiaji, Mapia,

fr. Aram. (Targum) Marydm, fr. Heb. Mirydm,

which is of uncertain origin. See Miriam, and

cp. Marianne, Marion, marionette,

marzipan, n. — See marchpane,

-mas, combining form for Mass, as in Christmas,

Lammas, Michaelmas.

masc^gnite, n., ammonium sulfate (mineral.) —
Named after its discoverer, the Italian anat-

omist and physiologist Paolo Mascagni (1752-

1815). For the ending see subst. sufl". -ite.

mascara, n., a cosmetic preparation for coloring

the eyelashes. — Sp. mascara, 'a mask', fr.

Arab, mdskhara^, 'mockery ; buffoon". See mask,

mascle, n., 1) a steel plate; 2) a lozenge voided

(her:) — OF. mascle (F. made), fr. L. macula,

'spot'. See mackle, made,

mascot, n., talisman, charm.— F. maseotte, pop-

ularized by Audran's operette La Maseotte

(1880). F. maseotte is a loan word fr. Proven?.

mascoto, 'sorcery, charm', fr. masco, 'sorceress,

witch', which is of uncertain origin.

masculine, adj. — ME. masculin, fr. OF. (= F.)

masculin (fem. masculine), 'of the male sex", fr.

masculus, 'male', fr. mds, 'male', which is of

uncertain origin. Cp. emasculate.

Derivatives: masculine, n., masculine-ness, n.,

masculin-ity, n.

maser,n.— Coined from the initials of Microwave

simplification (by) Stimulated £mission (of)

J?adiation.

mash, n., crushed malt soaked in warm water to

form wort. — OE. mdsc-, mdx-, 'mash', in

mdscwyrt, mdxwyrt, 'mashwort, infused malt',

rel. to ME. maskefat, 'mashvat', Swed. mask,

MHG. meisch, G. Maisch, Maische, 'crushed

grapes', OE. meox, OS. mehs, mist, OHG.,
MHG., G. mist, Goth, maihstus, 'dung, filth'.



mash

fr. I.-E. base *meigh-, 'to sprinkle', whence also

OI. mehati, 'urinates', Gk. b[LEi/si'^, later form

6\j.Xx^^'^i L. meiere, mingere, 'to urinate', Russ.

mezgd, Pol. mlazga, 'sap'. See micturition and

cp. mistletoe, mixen. Cp. also mush, 'a thick,

soft mass'.

Derivative: mash, tr. v., 1) to convert into a

mash; 2) to change into a soft mass.

mash, tr. v., to make love to; intr. v., to flirt. —
Fr. mash, 'to convert into a mash', etc. See prec.

word.

Derivative: mash-er, a.

mashle, mashy, n., an iron golf club. — Prob. fr.

F. massue, 'club', fr. VL. *mattiuca, fr. *mat-

tia, which is rel. to L. mateota, 'a tool for dig-

ging'. See mace, 'a staff', and cp. masse, mattock.

masjid, n., a mosque. — Arab. See mosque.

mask, n. — MF. (= F) masque, fr. ML. masca,

fr. It. mdschera, fr. Arab, mdskharj', 'mockery;

buffoon', fr. sdkhira, 'he mocked, ridiculed'.

Cp. masque, masquerade.

Derivatives : ma.sA;, tr. and intr. v., mask-ed, adj.,

mask-er, n., mask-ette, n.

maskery, masquery, n. — F. masquerie, fr. mas-

quer, 'to mask', fr. masque. See mask and -ery.

maskelynite, n., a feldspar mineral (mineral.) —
Named after the English mineralogist Nevil

Stoiy-Maskelyne (1823-1911). For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

maskinonge, n. — See muskellunge.

maslin, n., a kind of brass (obsol.) — ME., fr.

OF. msestling, mxsling, mseslin, rel. to MDu.,

MHG. messinc, missinc, Du. messing, G. Mes-

sing, 'brass'. These Teut. words, as well as

Czech mosaz, Slovak mosadz, Pol. mosiqdz,

'brass', ult. derive fr. Gk. Mocmvoixoc, xaAxd?,

'brass made by the Mossynoikoi', a people liv-

ing south of the Euxine, lit. 'those dwelling in

(looCTuvc? (i.e. wooden houses)'. Brass is said

to have been first manufactured by the Mossy-

noikoi, whence the name Moatruvoixo? yjx>M'^^-

maslin, n., a mixture of different kinds of grain.

— ME. mastlyoun, mestlyon, fr. OF. mesteillon,

mestillon, fr. mestueil, mesteil (F. m^teil), fr.

VL. *mislilium, which was formed from the

adjective *mistilis, fr. *mistus, a collateral form

of L. mixtus, pp. of miscere, 'to mix'. See mix.

masochism, n., a form of sexual perversion in

which one finds pleasure in being hurt (med.);

the opposite of sadism. — Named after the

Austrian novelist Leopold Sacher Masoch

(1836-95), who describes it in one of his works.

For the ending see suff. -ism.

masochist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: masochtst-ic, adj.

mason, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) mafon, fr.

Prankish *makjo. Latinized into machio, from

the verb *mak6n, 'to make*. See make and cp.

freemason.

Derivatives: mason, tr. v., mason-ic, adj., mason-

ry, n.

masonhe, n., a variety of chloritoid {mineral.)—
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Named after Owen Mason of Providence,

Rhode Island. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

Masorah, also Masora, n., the system of notes

on the external form of the text of the Hebrew

Bible. — Mishnaic Heb. masora'', a collateral

form of mdsoreth in mdsSreth habb rith, 'the

bond of the covenant' (Ezek. 20:37). The word

mdsoreth is prob. contracted fr. *ma'dsdreth

and is formed with instr. pref. ma- fr. dsdr, 'he

bound'. Later, however, the word masora was

explained as the summary of traditions con-

cerning the correct writing and reading of the

Bible, and, accordingly, was regarded as a deriv-

ative of the verb mdsdr, 'he handed down,

handed over'.

Derivatives: Masor-ete, n., Masor-etic, Masor-

etic-al, adjs.

masque, n., 1) a masquerade; 2) a kind of dramat-

ic performance. — F. masque. See mask.

masquerade, n., an assembly of persons wearing

masks. — F. mascarade, fr. Sp. mascarada,

prop, 'a ball at which masks are worn', fr.

mascara, 'mask'. See mask and -ade, and cp.

mascara.

Derivatives : masquerade, intr. v., masquerad-er,

n.

Mass, n., celebration of the Eucharist (Latin

Church).— ME. messe, masse, fr. OF. msesse, fr.

VL. *messa, for Eccles. L. missa, prop. fem.

pp. of mittere, 'to send' ; so called from the

words of dismissal at the end of the service: Ite,

missa est (scil. ecclesia), 'Go, (the congregation)

is dismissed'. See mission and cp. mess, missal

and the second element in kermess, Christmas,

Lammas, Michaelmas.

mass, n., quantity, size. — ME. masse, fr. OF.

(= F.) masse, fr. L. massa, 'that which adheres

together like dough, lump, mass', fr. Gk. (Jta^a,

(xd^a, 'barley cake, lump, mass, ball', which is

rel. to ixaaCTEiv, 'to knead'. See macerate and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: mass, v. (q.v.), mass-y, adj., mass-i-

ness, n.

mass, tr. and intr. v. — F. masser, fr. masse. See

mass, n.

massacre, n., indiscriminate killing. — F., fr.

earlier mafacre, rel. to OF. macecle, macecre,

'shambles, butchery' ; of uncertain origin.

massage, n. — F. massage, fr. masser, 'to mas-

sage', fr. Arab, mdssa, 'he felt, touched', which

is rel. to Heb. mdshdsh, 'he felt, touched',

mishshesh, 'he felt through, groped', Aram.

mashshesh, 'he felt through, groped', Ethiop.

marsdsa, 'he felt, touched', Akkad. mashdshu,

'to smear over, spread over'. The practice of

massage has come to Europe from the East and

consisted originally in the simple touching of

the superficial parts of the body. This word has

nothing to do with Gk. (Aiaceiv, 'to knead',

with which it is connected by most lexicogra-

phers. For the ending see suff. -age.
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Derivatives: massage, tr. v., massag-er, n.,

massag-ist, n.

massasauga, n., a small kind of rattlesnake. —
Fr. Missisauga, name of a river and Indian tribe

in Ontario.

masse, n., stroke in billiards made with the cue

held perpendicularly. —• F. massi, pp. of mas-

ser, 'to strike with the cue held perpendicularly',

fr. mace, 'club'. See mace, 'a staff', and cp.

mashie.

massebah, n., stone pillar. — Heb. matztzebhd ,

'pillar', from stem n-tz-bh, 'to stand, set, place',

whence also nitztzdbh, 'he stationed himself,

took his stand, stood', hitztztbh, 'he stationed,

placed, set up, erected', nitztzdbh, 'handle (of a

knife or sword); prefect, deputy', n tzibh, 'pil-

lar; prefect', matztzdbh, 'station, position; gar-

rison, post, outpost' (lit. 'place where one

stands'), rel. to Aram, n^tzabh, 'he set up, erect-

ed, planted', Arab, nd^aba, 'he set up, erected',

na^b, 'something set up; sign, mark, waymark',

nifdb, 'handle (of a knife)', nufub, 'statue

graven image, idol', mdnfab, 'place where

something is set up, origin, rank, dignity', Ak-

kad. nasabali, 'pillars'.

masseter, n., either of a pair of muscles used in

mastication (anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

fjLaoTiTTjp, incorrectly spelled also (j.aaa7)TYjp,

'chewer', fr. [iaaao|jtai (for •[Aa8-t(xo[j,ai,), 'I

chew, bite', which is rel, to (Jtadutai, 'jaw',

(xaaTdtCeiv, 'to chew', (xaaxixav, 'to gnash the

teeth', |xaaTtx''l. 'mastic', lit, 'chewing gum'.

See masticate and cp. mastic. In its anatomical

sense as name of a muscle of the lower jaw, lit.

'the chewing muscle', the word was first used by

Hippocrates. See Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatologia

Anatomica, p. 314.

masseur, n., a man who practices massage. — F.,

formed fr. masser, 'to massage', with suff. -eur,

representing L. -or. See massage, and agential

suff. -or.

masseuse, n., a woman who practices massage.—
F., fem. of masseur. See prec. word.

massicot, n., yellow oxide of lead. — ME. mas-

ticate, fr. MF. (= F.) massicot, fr. It. marza-

catto, 'potter's varnish', fr. Sp. mazacote, 'kali,

mortar; dry, tough mass', which is of uncertain

origin. It is perh. an alteration of Arab, shabb

qubti, 'Coptic alum' (see Lokotsch, EW. No.

1735); influenced in form by Sp. masa, 'dough;

mass'.

massif, n., a compact group of mountains form-

ing a unit (physical geogr.) — F., prop, subst.

use of the adjective massif. See next word.

massive, adj. — ME. massiffe, fr. MF. (= F.)

massif (fem. massive), 'massive, massy, bulky,

solid', fr. masse. See mass, 'quantity, size', and

-ive and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: massive-ly, adv., massive-ness, n.

mast, n., a long pole. — ME., fr. OE. ittxst, rel.

to ON. mastr, MDu. maste, Du., OHG., MHG.,
G. mast, and cogn. with L. malus (which stands

for *mddos, *mazdos), 'mast', Olr. matan, 'club',

Ir. maide, 'a stick', OSlav. mosta, 'bridge'. Cp.

Malus, 'name of a constellation'.

Derivatives: mast, tr. v., mast-ing, n.

mast, n., fruit of the beech, etc. — ME. maste,

mast, fr. OE. mxst, rel. to Du., OHG., MHG.,
G. mast, 'mast', OE. msestan, Du., OHG.,
MHG., mesten, 'to fatten, feed', and cogn. with

OI. medah, 'fat, marrow', mddati, mddate, 'is

drunk', fr. I.-E. base *mad-, 'wet, moist, drip-

ping; to drip (esp. with fat)'. See meat and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in durmast.

mast-, form of masto- before a vowel.

mastaba, mastabah, n., an ancient Egyptian tomb.

— Arab, mastaba'.

mastectomy, n., sm-gical removal of a breast. —
Compounded of mast- and Gk. -enTOfiia, 'a

cutting out of, fr. 4xto|j,t), 'a cutting out'. See

-ectomy.

master, n. — ME. maistre, fr. OE. insegester and

OF. maistre (F. maltre). Both OE. msegester and

OF. maistre derive fr. L. magister, 'master,

chief, head, leader', whence also It. maestro,

Ruman. maestru, OProven?., Catal. maestre,

Sp. maestro. Port, mestre. L. magister stands for

*mag-is-teros, which is formed with double

comparative suff. from the stem of L. magnus,

'great'. For the compar. suff. -is cp. L. magis,

'more', which is rel. to magnus, 'great' ; for the

compar. suff. *-teros see -ther; for the use of the

double compar. suff. in L. magister cp. minister.

OHG. meistar (whence MHG., G. meister), OS.

meslar, OCo. maister, W. meistr, etc. are Latin

loan words. See mickle and cp. magnum,

megalo-. Cp. also magisterial, magistrate, maes-

tro, mister, mistral.

Derivatives: master, tr. v., master-ful, adj.,

master-ful-ly, adv., master-ful-ness, n., master-

hood, n., master-ly, adj. and adv., master-li-ness,

n.

masterpiece, n. — Loan translation of G. Meis-

terstiick, which is compounded of Meister,

'master', and Stiick, 'piece'. See .master and

piece.

mastery, n. — ME. maistrie, fr. OF. maistrie, fr.

ipaistre, 'master'. See master and -y (represent-

ing OF. -ie) and cp. the second element in

palmistry.

mastic, n., resin obtained from certain trees. —
ME. mastik, fr. OF. mastic, fr. VL. mastichum,

fr. Gk. jjiadTixv], 'mastic'. See masticate and cp.

almaciga.

Derivative; mastic-ic, adj.

masticable, adj. — Formed with suff. -able fr.

Late L. masticdre. See next word.

Derivative : masticabit-ity, n.

masticate, tr. v., to chew. — Late L. masticdtus,

pp. of masticdre, 'to chew' (whence also OF.
maschier, F. mdcher), fr. Gk. (jiaoTixav, 'to

gnash the teeth', which is rel. to (jkxcttix'')
i
'mas-

tic', lit. 'chewing gum', and to jxa<TT(i!^etv, 'to



mastication

cKew', (xaa-ra5, 'jaws, mouth' (lit. 'that with

which one chews') ; a morsel' (lit. 'that which is

chewed'), [ia(Tao|j.ai (for *jxa^!,ao[xai), 'I

chew, bite', and prob. cogn. with L. mandere,

'to chew', Goth, munps, OE. mud, 'mouth'. See

mouth and verbal suff. -ate and cp. mastic. Cp.

also mandible.

Derivatives: masticat-or, n., masticat-ory, adj.

and n.

mastication, n. — Late L. masticatio, gen. -onis,

'chewing, mastication', fr. masticdtus, pp. of

masticdre. See masticate and -ion.

mastilT, n. — ME. mastif, fr. OF. mastin (whence

F. matin), fr. VL. *ma{n)suetinus, 'tamed', fr.

L. mdnsuetus, of s.m., pp. of mansuescere, 'to

tame' ; see mansuete. The ending of E. mastiff \%

due to a confusion with OF. mestif, 'mongrel'.

mastitis, n., inflammation of a breast (med.) —
Medical L., coined by Konig fr. Gk. [xaaTo;,

'breast', and suff. -liiq. See masto- and -itis.

masto-, before a vowel mast-, combining form

meaning 'breast'. — Gk. \j.(x.nxo-, (iaoT-, fr.

[xaaToc, 'breast', which prob. stands for *t^a8-

Tot; and derives from the stem of (jiaSav, 'to be

wet, to flow', fr. I.-E. base *mdd-, 'wet, moist,

dripping'. See mast, 'fruit of the beech', and cp.

prec. word, mastoid, maze-, 'breast', amastia,

bimastism.

mastodon, n., an extinct elephantlike mammal.—
ModL., compounded of mast- and Gk 68tov,

gen. oSovTo?, 'tooth' (see odonto-); so called

from the nipple-shaped projections on the mo-

lar teeth.

mastodontic, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

mastodon. — See prec. word and -ic.

mastoid, adj., resembhng a breast or nipple. —
Gk. (xaCTTostST);, compounded of (Aaaxo?,

'breast', and -oeiSy)!;, 'like', fr. elSoc, 'form,

shape". See masto- and -oid.

Derivative: mastoid, n., the mastoid process or

bone.

masturbate, intr. v., to practice onanism. — L.

mdsturbdtus, pp. of mdsturbdri, 'to masturbate',

prob. from *man-stuprdre, for manii stuprdre,

'to defile oneself with the hand', fr. manu, abl.

of manus, 'hand', and stuprdre, 'to defile one-

self, fr. stuprum, 'defilement, dishonor, dis-

grace'. See manual, stuprum, and verbal suff.

-ate. The ending of L. mdsturbdri is due to a

popular connection of the word with L. turbdre,

'to disturb, agitate, confuse'. See Walde-Hof-

mann, LEW., H, 48 s.v. mdsturbor.

Derivatives: masturbat-ic, adj., masturbat-ion,

n., masturbat-ion-al, adj., masturbat-or, n.,

masturbat-ory, adj.

masurium, n., name of a chemical element; now

called technetium (chem.) — ModL., named by

its discoverers, the German chemists Walter

Noddack,IdaTacke and Otto Berg, after Masu-

ria, a district in East Prussia; so called by them,

because the platinum oic, from wMch it was

first extracted, occurs frequently in this district.
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mat, n., a coarse fabric made of straw, hemp,

rushes, etc. — ME. matte, fr. OE. matt, fr. Late

L. matta, 'mat made of rushes' (whence also

OHG. matta, MHG., G. matte), fr. Phoeiij-

Punic matta, corresponding to Heb. ""?/".

'bed', which is formed from the stem of ndtd ,

'he bent' (for sense development cp. Gk. ttXhr,,

'bed', fr. xXtveiv, 'to bend'). From Late L.

natta, a secondary form of Late L. matta, which

occurs in the writings of Gregoire de Tours, de-

rives F. natte, 'mat, matting'. For the change

of Heb.-Punic initial m to « cp. F. nappe,

'tablecloth', fr. L. nappa, which derives fr. Heb.-

Punic mappd'' (see napery, napkin).

Derivatives: mat, tr. v., to cover with a mat or

mats, matt-ed, adj., matt-ed-ly, adv., matt-ed-

ness, n., matting (q.v.)

mat, adj., dull (said of color or a surface). — F.,

'dull, lusterless, unpolished', fr. OF. mat, 'de-

feated, afflicted, depressed, dejected; dull', fr.

Arab, mdt in the sentence mdt ash-shdh, 'the

king has died'. The word mat, orig. used only

as a term of chess, gradually developed also the

meanings 'faint, feeble, dull-colored'. See

checkmate and cp. matador, mate, adj.

matador, n., 1) the man who kills the bull in the

bullfight; 2) one of the three chief cards in the

game of ombre and quadrille. — Sp., 'killer,

murderer', fr. matar, 'to kill, murder', fr. Arab.

mdta, 'he died'. Cp. checkmate. Cp. also mat,

'dull'.

matamata, n., a freshwater turtle, Chelys fim-

briata. — Port, matamata, fr. Tupi matamatd.

match, n., an equal.—ME. macche, fr. OB. msecca,

ge-rmecca, 'one suited to another, one of a pair,

mate', fr. mac-ian, 'to make'. Cp. OHG. gi-

mah (n.), 'comfort, advantage', MHG. ge-

mach, 'comfort, ease', OHG. gi-mah (adj.),

'suitable, comfortable', MHG. ge-mach, 'com-

fortable, quiet', G. ge-mach, 'easy, leisurely',

and see make, v. For formation cp. batch, fr.

bake.

Derivatives: match, tr. and intr. v., match-less,

adj., match-less-ly, adv., match-less-ness, n.

match, n., 1) wick or cord for firing a gun; 2) a

slender piece of wood tipped with a substance

that catches fire by friction.— ME. macche, fr.

OF. mesche (F. meche), 'wick' (of a candle, lamp,

etc.), match, fuse', fr. VL. *micca, which is a

blend of L. myxa (fr. Gk. fjni^a), 'wick of a

lamp', and L. mucus, 'slime from the nose'.

See myco-, mucus.

Derivative: match, tr. v.

matchet, n. — A var. of machete,

mate, tr. v., to checkmate; to overcome. — ME.

maten, fr. OF. mater, 'to checkmate; to defeat,

overcome', fr. mat, 'checkmated; defeated, over-

come'. See cp. mat, 'dull'.

mate, n., checkmate.— ME. mat, fr. MF., fr. OF.

See prec. word.

mate, n., a companion. — ME., fr. MLG. mate,

mdt, 'companion', orig. 'a messmate', whence
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also Du. maat; cp. Dan., Swed. mat, OHG.
gimazzo, MHG. gemasse, 'messmate', G. Maat,

'mate'; fr. Teut. base *mati-, 'food', whence

also E. meat (q.v.) See also matelote.

Derivatives: mate, tr. and intr. v., mate-less, adj.

mate, n., 1) Paraguay tea; 2) the plant from which

it is made. — Sp. mate, fr. Quichua mati, prop,

'calabash, a vessel made of calabash', hence

also 'a vessel in which mate is made'.

matelasse, adj., woven in a manner suggestive of

quilting. — F., pp. of matelasser, 'to stuff, pad,

cushion", fr. matelas, 'mattress, pad, cushion'.

See mattress.

matelasse, n., a matelasse fabric. — Fr. prec.

word.

matelote, n., a dish of fish. — F., fr. matelot.

'sailor', fr. MF. matenot, a loan word fr. MDu,

mattenoot, which is rel. to ON. motunautr,

MHG. masgendjc, lit. 'messmate'. For the first

element in these words see mate, 'companion'.

The second element is rel. to ON. nautr, OE.

geneat, OS. ginot, OFris. ndt, OHG. ginos,

gind30, MHG. gends, G. Genosse, 'mate, com-

panion'. These words orig. meant 'one who

shares cattle with others'. They are rel. to ON.

naut, OE. neat, 'ox, cattle'; see neat, n. Cp.

matross.

mater, n. 1) mother (colloq.); 2) either of the two

membranes of the brain (pia mater and dura

mater). — L. mdter, 'mother'. See mother.

materfamilias, n., the mother of a family. — L.

mdter familids, compounded of mdter, 'mother",

and familias, ancient gen. oi familia, 'family'.

See mater and family and cp. paterfamilias.

material, adj. — ME., fr. Late L. mdteridlis, 'of

matter', fr. L. mdteria, 'wood, timber, stuff,

matter". See matter and cp. materiel.

Derivatives: material, n., material-ism, n., ma-

terial-ist, n., material-ist-ic, adj., material-ist-ic-

al-ly, adv., material-ity, n., material-ize, tr. and

intr. v., material-iz-ation, n., material-ly, adv.,

material-ness, n.

materia medica, 1) substances used in medicine;

2) that branch of medicine which deals with the

properties of drugs and with their application

in the cure of diseases. — Med. L., lit. 'medical

matter". See matter and medical,

materiel, n., material equipment. — F., from the

adj. materiel, 'material, physical', fr. Late L.

mdteridlis. See material,

maternal, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) maternel,

fr. L. mdternus, 'of a mother', fr. mdter. See

mother and adj. sufT. -al.

Derivatives: maternal-ity, n., maternal-ly, adv.,

maternal-ness, n.

maternity, n., motherhood. — F. maternite, fr.

MF., fr. L. mdternitdtem, ace. of mdternitds,

'motherhood", fr. mdternus. See prec. word and

-ity.

matey, adj., friendly (British colloq.) — Formed

with suff. -y fr. mate, 'companion'.

math, n., a mowing.— ME. *math, fr. OE. mSp,

'harvest, crop", rel. to OFris. meth, OHG. mdd,

MHG. mdt, G. Mahd, 'a mowing', fr. Teut.

*mdpa-, ht. 'that which is wown', pp. form of

L-E. base *me-. 'to mow'. See mow, 'to

cut (grass)', and cp. aftermath. Cp. also meadow,

mathematic, adj., mathematical (now rare). —
See next word.

mathematical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. F.nmthematique, fr. Gk. (ia*7)[j,aTiz6(;, 'scien-

tific, mathematical', fr. [irfcftyjaa, 'that which is

learned, learning, science", from the aorist

[laS-etv (whence the pres. (xav^avsiv ), 'to learn',

fr. *mndh-, reduced form of I.-E. base *men-dh-,

'to have one's mind aroused, apply oneself

to'. From the same base (resp. its reduced form)

prob. derive Gk. [Xsv^TipT], 'care", Lith. man-

dras, mandrils, 'wide-awake', OSlav. mcidru,

'wise, sage', Goth, munddn sis, 'to look at', ON.

munda, 'to aim', OHG. mendan, 'to rejoice',

OHG. muntar, MHG. munter, munder, 'eager,

agile, nimble", G. munter, 'awake, lively, gay,

merry, vigorous", W. mynnu, 'to want, wish'.

Alb. mund, 'I can, I am, victorious', and pos-

sibly also OI. medhd, 'wisdom, intelligence', Gk.

MoGaa (if fr. *M6v*ia), 'Muse'. Base *men-dh-

is an enlargement of base *men-, 'to think'.

See mind and cp. Muse, Epimetheus, Prome-

theus. Cp. also the second element in chresto-

mathy, opsimath, polymath. Cp. also the second

element in Ormazd.

Derivative: mathematical-ly, adv.

mathematician, n.— F. mathematicien, fr. mathe-

matique. See prec. word and -ian.

mathematico-, combining form meaning 'mathe-

matical and'. — See next word.

mathematics, n. — F.mathematique, fr. L. mathe-

matica, fr. Gk. [ia^TjixaTiXT) (scil. Te/VT]),

'mathematical art', fem. of (j.a»ififj.aTr.x6(;,

'scientific, mathematical'. See mathematical and

-ics.

mathematize, tr. and intr. v. — See prec. word

and -ize.

Mathilda, fem. PN. — See MatUda.

matico, n., 1) a Peruvian shrub ; 2) a styptic made

from its leaves. — Sp., fr. Matico, dimin. of

Mateo, 'Matthew'. See Matthew.

MatUda, MathUda, fem. PN. — F. Mathilde, of

Teut. origin and lit. meaning 'mighty in battle".

Cp. OHG. Mahthilda, compounded of mahti,

'might, power", and hildi, 'battle'. For the first

element see might, for the second cp. Hilda and

words there referred to. Cp. Maud.

matildite, n., a silver bismuth sulfide (mineral.) —
Named after Matilda mine, near Morococha,

Peru. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

matin, n., 1) morning song esp. of birds; 2) (pi.)

the first of the seven canonical hours; 3) (pi.)

morning service of the Church of England. —
F., 'morning', fr. L. mdtutinum (short for md-

tutinum tempos, 'morning time'), neut. of mdtu-

tinus, 'of the morning' See matutinal and cp.

matinee.
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Derivatives: matin, adj., matin-al, adj.

matinee, n., afternoon performance. — F. mati-

nee, fr. matin. See matin,

matlockite, n., lead oxychloride {mineral.) —
Named after Matlock in Derbyshire, England.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

matra, n., an Indian unit of measure. — OI.

mdtram (neut.), matra (fern.), 'measure', fr.

mdti (fr. I.-E. *me-ti), 'measures', fr. I.-E. base

*me-, 'to measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm',

and cp. words there referred to.

matranee, n., a female sweeper; a female servant

(India). — Hind, mehtardna, mehtrdni, fr. Pers.

mihtardni, 'female sweeper', fem. of mihtar,

'sweeper'. See mehtar.

matrass, n., a glass vessel with a long neck. — F.

matras, prob. fr. Arab, mdtara'', 'leathern bottle,

skin, vase'.

matri-, combining form meaning 'mother'. — L.

mdtri; from the stem of mater, gen. matris,

'mother'. See mater,

matriarch, n., a mother who rules her family or

tribe. — Formed fr. matri- on analogy of patri-

arch (q.v.)

Derivatives: matriarch-al, adj., matriarch-ate,

n., matriarch-ic, adj., matriarch-y, n.

Matricaria, n., a genus of plants, the wild camo-

mile {hot.) — ModL., fr. L. matrix, 'womb' (see

matrix) ; so called for the reputed medicinal val-

ue. For the ending see sufT. -la.

matricidal, adj.— See next word and adj. suff. -al.

matricide, n., one who kills his mother. — L. md-

tricida, compounded of matri- and -cida, 'killer',

fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See -cide, 'killer'.

matricide, n., the act of killing one's own mother.

— L. mdtricidium, compounded of matri- and

-cidium, 'killing', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See -cide,

'killing'.

matricular, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ar fr.

Late L. mdtricula. See matriculate,

matriculate, tr. and intr. v. — Late L. mdtriculd-

tus, pp. of mdtriculdre, 'to register", fr. L.

mdtricula, 'register', dimin. of L. matrix, gen.

mdtricis. See matrix, and -ule and verbal suff,-ate.

Derivatives: matriculat-ion, n., matriculat-or, n.,

matriculat-ory, adj.

matrilineal, adj., pertaining to, or descended

from, the maternal line. — Compounded of L.

mater, gen. matris, 'mother', and linea, 'line'.

See mother, line and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: matrilineal-ly, adv.

matrimonial, adj. — MF. (= F.), fr. Late L. md-

trimonidlis, fr. L. mdtrimonium. See next word

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative : matrimonial-ly, adv.

matrimony, n., 1) wedlock; 2) a card game. —
ME. matrimoine, matrimony, fr. OF. matre-

moine, matrimoine, fr. L. matrimonium, 'mar-

riage, matrimony',formed fr. mater, gen. mdtris,

'mother', with suff. -mdnium. See motlier and

-mony.

matrix, n., womb. — L. mStrix, 'womb, matrix.

source, origin', formed fr. mdter, gen. mdtris,

'mother', on analogy of nutrix, 'wet-nurse,

nurse". See mother. For the sense development

of L. matrix (fr. mdter, 'mother') cp. Gk. ^riTp a,

'uterus, womb', which derives fr. [xtjtyjp, moth-

er', and OHG. muodar, 'belly' (whence G.

Mieder, 'bodice'), which is rel. to OHG. muoter,

'mother' (cp. metralgia).

matron, n., a married woman. — ME. matrone,

fr. MF. (= F.) matrone, fr. L. mdtrona,

'a married woman, wife, matron', fr. mdter,

'mother' ; see mother. For the formation of the

word cp. L. patronus, 'protector, patron', fr.

pater, 'father' (see patron) and Belldna, 'the

goddess of war', fr. beltum, 'war' (see Bellona).

Derivatives: matron-age, n., matronal (q.v.),

matron-hood, n., matron-ize, tr. v., matron-like,

adj. matron-ly, adj., matron-li-ness, n.

matronal, adj. — L. mdtrdndlis, 'of, or belonging

to, a married woman", fr. mdtrona. See matron

and adj. suff. -al.

matross, n., soldier in a train of artillery {hist.)

Du. matroos, corruption of F. matelots, pi. of

matelot, fr. MF. matenot, which itself is borrow-

ed fr. MDu. mattenoot, lit., 'messmate'. See

matelote.

mattamore, n., a subterranean dwelling or store-

house. — F. matamore, fr. Arab, matmura ,

'something hidden', prop. fem. pass. part, of

tdmara, 'he hid, concealed", fr. Aram, fmar, of

s.m. See Siegmund Fraenkel, Die aramaischen

Fremdworter im Arabischen, p. 137. Aram.

t^mar is rel. to Heb. tdmdn, 'he hid, concealed'

(whence matmon, 'treasure", lit. 'something hid-

den'), Akkad. tamdru, 'to cover with earth'.

matter, n. — ME. matere, fr. OF. matere (F. ma-

tiere), fr. L. materia, 'wood, timber, stuff, mat-

ter', formed fr. L. mdter, 'mother", as transla-

tion of Gk. uXt), 'wood, forest, timber, stuff,

matter'. See mother and cp. Madeira, madrier.

L. mdteria is not cogn. with Arm. mair, 'pine,

cedar', mairi, 'forest".

Derivative: matter, intr. v.

matter of fact. — Loan translation of L. resfacti.

Cp. G. Tatsache, which is the loan translation

of E. matter offact.

Derivative: matter-of-fact, adj.

Matthew, masc. PN. — F. Mathieu, fr. Late L.

Matthaeus, fr. Gk. MocT^ato.;, fr. Max^ia?,

contraction of MaTTafttaq, fr. Heb. Mattiyydh,

shortened form of Mattithydh, Mattithydhu, lit.

'gift of the Lord'. For the first element cp. Heb.

mattdth, 'gift', and see Nathan, for the second

see Elijah and cp. words there referred to. The

form MaT^aTo? is due to change of suff. Cp.

Matthias. Cp. also matico.

Matthias, n. — Late L., fr. Gk. MaxftiSs, fr.

Heb. Mattiyydh. See Matthew,

mattock, n. — ME. mattok, fr. OE. mattuc, fr.

VL. *matteuca, which is rel. to L. mateota,

'mallet'. See mace, 'a staff', and cp. words there

referred to.
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Derivative: mattock, tr. v.

mattoid, n., a person of abnormal mind verging

on insanity. — It. mattoide, a hybrid coined fr.

It. matto, 'mad", and Gk. -oeiSt)?, 'like', fr.

elSo?, 'shape, form'. The first element derives

fr. L. mattus, intoxicated", fr. mad{i)dus, 'moist,

wet; drunk, intoxicated", fr. madere, 'to be wet;

to be drunk or intoxicated", fr. I.-E. base mad-,

'wet, moist, dripping; to drip'. See meat and cp.

mast, 'fruit of beech'. For the second element in

mattoid see -oid.

mattress, n. — ME. materas, fr. OF. materas (F.

matelas), fr. It. materasso, borrowed in Sicily fr.

Arab, mdtrah, 'place where something is thrown

or laid', used also in the sense of 'mattress' (see

Dozy-Engelmann, Glossaire des mots espagnols

et portugais derives de I'arabe, p. 151); fr.

tdraha, 'he threw". Cp. Sp. almadraque, 'mat-

tress', which is formed fr. Arab, al-, 'the' and

mdtrah, 'mattress" (see above). Cp. also mate-

lasse. Cp. also E. tare, 'allowance in weight'.

maturate, tr. v., to make mature or ripe; to cause

to suppurate; intr. v., to ripen; to suppurate. —
L. mdturdtus, pp. of mdturdre, 'to ripen', fr. md-

turus. See mature, adj., and verbal suff. -ate.

maturation, n. — F., fr. L. mdturdtionem, ace. of

mdtiirdtio, 'a ripening', fr. mdtiiratus, pp. of md-

turdre. See prec. word and -ion.

maturative, adj., promoting ripeness; promoting

suppuration. — F. maturatif ((era. maturative),

fr. L. mdturdtlms, 'tending to ripen', fr. mdturd-

tus, pp. of mdturdre. See maturate,

mature, adj., ripe. — L. maturus, 'ripe', which is

rel. to mdnus, 'good' (whence immanis, 'mon-

strous'), manes, 'ghosts, the gods of the Lower

World', lit. 'the good gods', mdne, 'early in the

morning', Matuta, 'the goddess of dawn', md-

tutlnus, 'of, or pertaining to, the morning'. All

these words derive from base *md-, 'good;

early', whence possibly also Olr. maith, 'good',

W. mad, Co. mas, of s.m. See manes and cp.

demure, immanity, manana, matinee, Matuta,

matutinal.

Derivatives: maturate (q.v.), maturation (q.v.),

maturative (q.v.), mature-ly, adv., mature-ness,

n., mature, v. (q.v.), matur-er, n., maturescent

(q.v.), matur-ing, n., maturity (q.v.)

mature, tr. v., to cause to ripen; intr. v., to ripen.

— OF. maturer, fr. L. mdturdre, 'to ripen', fr.

maturus. See mature, adj.

maturescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

maturescent, adj., becoming ripe. — L. mdture-

scens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of mdturescere, 'to

become ripe, to ripen", formed with inchoative

suff. -escere, fr. mdturus, 'ripe'. See mature, adj.,

and -escent.

maturity, n., ripeness. — ME. maturite, fr. L.

maturitds, 'ripeness, maturity' [prob. through

the medium of Late MF. (= F.) maturity], fr.

mdturus. See mature, adj., and -ity.

Matuta, n., name of the goddess of dawn in Ro-

man Religion. — L. Mdtuta (whence mdtutinus,

'of, or pertainig to, the morning'), rel. to md-

turus. See mature, adj., and cp. next word.

matutinal, adj., pertaining to, or happening, in

the morning.— L. mdtutindlis, fr. mdtutinus, 'of,

or pertaining to, the morning'. See prec. word,

adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus) and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivative: matutinal-ty, adv.

matutine, adj., matutinal. — L. mdtutinus. See

prec. word.

Derivative: matutine-ly, adv.

matzah, also matza, matzoh, matzo, n. (pi. mat-

zoth, also matzos), a flat piece of unleavened

bread eaten by Jews during the Passover. —
Heb. matztzd (pi. matztzoth), 'unleavened

bread', lit. 'that which is sucked out', hence

'sapless, juiceless", from the stem ofmdtzdtz, 'he

sucked out, drained out', which is rel. to Aram.-

Syr. m tzatz, matz, 'he sucked out", Arab, mdsfa,

'he sucked out', and to Heb. mdtzd'', 'he drained

out'.

maucberite, n., a nickel arsenide {mineral.) —
Named after the German mineral dealer Wil-

helm Maucher (1879-1930). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

Maud, fem. PN. — OF. Mahaut, of Teut. origin.

Cp. OHG. Mahthilda and see Matflda.

maud, n., a woolen plaid worn by shepherds in

Scotland. — Prob. from the PN. Maud.

maudlin, adj., tearfully sentimental. — ME.
Maudlin, 'Mary Magdalene' (see Luke 8:2), fr.

OF. (= F.) Madelaine, fr. L. Magdalena, in

allusion to the fact that painters used to rep-

resent Mary Magdalene weeping; maudlin

orig. meant 'shedding tears of penitence like

Magdalene'. See Magdalene.

mauger, maugre, prep., in spite of {archaic). —
ME. maugrie, fr. OF. matgre, maugre (F. mal-

gre), lit. 'ill will', fr. mal, 'ill, badly', and gre

(F. gre), 'will, pleasure'. For the first element

see mal-. The second element comes fr. L. grd-

turn, neut. of grdtus, 'acceptable, pleasing,

agreeable, grateful', used as a noun. See grace,

n., and cp. malgre.

maul, mall, n., a heavy hammer. — ME. malte,

fr. OF. (= F.) mail, 'hammer", fr. L. malleus.

See malleus and cp. the second element in pall-

mall.

Derivatives : maul, mall, tr. v., maul-er, n.

maulstick, also mahlstick, n., a long rod used by

painters. — Du. maalstok, lit. 'painting stick',

compounded of malen, 'to paint', and stok,

'stick". The first element is rel. to ON. maela,

OHG. mdlon, mdlen, MHG. mdlen, G. malen,

'to paint", OE. mdl, 'mark, stain'; see mole,

'spot". For the second element see stock, stick.

maund, also man, n., a unit of weight used in India,

Persia and Turkey. — Hind, and Pers. man,
'mina', fr. OI. mand, which is of Sem. origin.

See mlna, 'unit of weight'.

maund, n., a hand basket. — ME. maund ft. MF.



maund

mande, fr. MDu. mande (Du. mand), 'basket'.

Cp. F. manne, 'hand basket", which derives fr.

MDu. manne, a var. of mande.

maund, tr. and intr. v., to beg {slang).— Prob. fr.

F. mendier, 'to beg', fr. L. mendicare (whence

also It. mendicare, Sp., Port, mendigar). See

mendicant,

maunder, intr. v., 1) to wander about aimlessly;

2) to mutter, mumble. — Prob. freq. of maund,

'to beg'.

Derivative: maunder-er, n.

maundy, n., 1) ceremonial washing of the feet of

poor people; 2) distribution of alms. — ME.

maunde, fr. OF. mande, fr. L. mandatum, 'com-

mand', prop. neut. pp. of mandare, 'to commit

to one's charge' (see mandate); influenced in

form by maund, 'basket'.

Maundy Thursday, n., Thursday preceding Eas-

ter. — From prec. word.

Maurice, masc. PN. — F., fr. Late L. Mauritius,

Mauricius, fr. L. Maurus, 'inhabitant of Maure-

tania. Moor', fr. Gk. Maupo?. See Moor.

Mauser, n., a kind of rifle. — Named after the

brothers Mauser who invented it (in the second

half of the 19th cent.)

mausoleum, n., a magnificent tomb.— L. mauso-

leum, fr. Gk. MauatoXetov, 'tomb of Mausolus

(king of Caria)', fr. MauacoXot;, 'Mausolus',

erected by his widow queen Artemisia; used

apellatively, the word denotes any magnificent

sepulchral monument.

Derivative: mausole-an, adj.

mauvais, adj., false, worthless; used in French

terms (as in mauvais sujet, 'worthless fellow',

mauvaise Iwnte, 'bashfulness', lit. 'bad shame').

F. mauvais (fern, mauvaise), 'bad', fr. VL.

malifdtius, 'who has a bad lot', which is com-

pounded of L. malus, 'bad', and fatum, 'fate'

;

see male- and fate. For the formation of the

word cp. the PN. Bonifdtius, lit. 'of good luck'

(see Boniface).

mauve, n. and adj., purple dye. — F., fr. L. mal-

va, 'mallow'. See mallow,

maverick, n., unbranded cattle. — Named after

Samuel A. Maverick (died in 1870), a civil en-

gineer in Texas, in allusion to his unbranded

cattle.

mavis, n., the song thrush. — ME.' mavys, fr.

MF. (= F.) mauvis, rel. to Sp. malvis, mahiz;

of unknown origin. MBret. milhuit (whence

ModBret. milc'huid, mitfid), is a French loan

word.

mavrodaphne, n., name of a modern Greek wine.

_ ModGk., lit. 'black laurel", fr. LateGk. (aocj-

po?, 'black, dark', and Gk. Si^vr,, 'laurel'.

See Moor and Daphne.

maw, n., 1) the stomach of an animal, specif, the

fourth stomach of a ruminant; 2) the craw or

crop of a bird; 3) the air bladder of a fish. —
ME. mawe, maugh, fr. OE. maga. rel. to OFns.

maga, ON. magi, Swed. mage, Dan. mave,

MDu. maghe, Du. maag, OHO. mago, MHO.
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mage, G. Magen, 'stomach', and cogn. with W.

megin, 'bellows', and prob. also with Lith.

makas, Lett, maks, OSlav. moSiria, 'bag, pouch'.

Rhaeto-Romanic magun, 'stomach', and It.

magone, 'crop of a bird", are Teut. loan words.

mawkish, adj., sickly, nauseating. — Lit. 'mag-

goty' ; formed with adj. suff'. -ish fr. ME. mathek,

mawke (whence obsol. E. mawk), 'maggot',

alteration of ON. madkr. See maggot-

Derivatives: mawkish-ly, adv., mavkish-ness, n.

mawworm, n., worm infesting the stomach. —
Compounded of maw and worm,

maxilla, n., jaw or jawbone. — L., 'jawbone,

jaw', dimin. of mala, 'cheekbone, jawbone;

cheek'; see mala. Maxilla stands to mala as

axilla, 'armpit', stands to ala, 'wing'.

maxillary, adj., pertaining to the jaw or jawbone,

_ L. maxilldris, fr. maxilla. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -ary.

maxUIiform, adj., having the form of a maxilla.

— See maxilla and -form.

maxim, n., precept, principle.— ME. maxime, fr.

MF. (= F.) maxime, fr. ML. maxima (short for

L. maxima sententia, 'the greatest sentence"),

fem. of maximus, 'greatest'. See maximum,

maximal, adj., highest, greatest. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. maximus. See maximum.

Derivatives: maximal-ly, adv.. Maximalist (q.\.)

Maximalist, n., formerly, a member of the ex-

treme radical group of the Russian Social Rev-

olutionary party. — Lit. 'one who insists on

all his demands', formed fr. L. maximus (see

maximum) and suff'. -1st. Cp. Minimalist.

MaximUian, masc. PN. — Compounded of the

L. names Maximus and Aemilidmis. According

to Camden, Frederick III gave this name coined

by him to his son, hoping that the latter 'would

imitate the virtues' of Fabius Maximus and

Scipio Aemilidnus.

maximite, n., a synonym of cordite. — Named

after Hudson Maxim (1853-1927), its inventor.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

maximize, tr.v., to raise to the highest possible

degree. — Coined by the English philosopher

Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) fr. L. maximus,

'greatest' (see maximum), and suff. -ixe.

Derivative: maArim/z-ar/'o«, n.

maximum, n. — L., neut. of maximus, 'greatest',

for *mag-s^mos, superlative of, and from the

same base as magnus, 'great'. See magnum and

cp. major.

maxweU, n., an international magnetic unit. —
Named after the Scottish physicist James Clerk

Maxw// (1831-79).

may, auxil. v. — ME. mai, mei, fr. OE. mxg, 'I

am able' (inf. magan, 'to be able'), rel. to OS.

mugan, OFris. muga, ON. mega, Norw. moga,

Dan. maatte, Swed. m&, MDu. moghen, Du.

mogen, OHG. magan, mugan, MHG. mugen,

mugen, G. mogen, Goth, magan, 'to be able', fr.

I.-E. base *mdgh-, *m^gh-, 'to be able', whence

also Gk. ti.7)X0C, Dor. (xaxo?. 'means, instru-

ment', (iyjxavT], 'means, invention, machine',

OSlav. mogQ, moSti, 'to be able', moSti, 'power;

force'. OPruss. massi, 'I can', is a Teut. loan

word. See mechanic and cp. main, might, dis-

may, Hogen Mogen and the first element in

Matilda.

may, n., a maiden (archaic). — ME. may, mey,

fr. OE. mieg, 'woman, virgin', rel. to OE. mxged,

mxgd, 'maid'. See maiden and cp. mayweed.

May, n., the fifth month of the year.— ME. mai,

fr. OF. (= F.) mai, fr. L. Maius (mensis), '(the

month of) May', named after the god Maius,

whose name stands for *magjos, lit. 'he who
brings increase', and is rel. to magnus, great'.

See major, adj., and cp. Mala, Malantbemum.

maya, n., art, magic (Hinduism). — OI. mdyd,

'supernatural power ; magic, deception, illusion',

of uncertain origin.

Mayaca, n., a genus of plants (hot.)— ModL., of

S. Amer. Indian origin.

Mayaceae, n. pi., the mayaca family (bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

mayaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

maybe, adv. — Compounded of may, auxil. v.,

and be.

mayday, an international radiotelephone dis-

tress signal.— F. m'aidez, 'help me', fr. apos-

trophized form of me, 'me' (fr. L. me) and im-

per. of aider, to help' (fr. L. adjUtare). See me
and aid, v.

mayhem, n., the maiming of a person (law). —
ME. maym, fr. AF. mayhem, mahaim, 'injury',

corresponding to OF. mehaigne, mahaigne, me-

haing, of s.m., fr. OF. mahaignier, 'to 'injure'.

See maim.

mayonnaise, n., a creamy sauce made of egg

yolks, oil and vinegar. — P., short for sauce

mayonnaise, for sauce mahonnaise, 'sauce of

Mahon'; so called fr. Mahon, a town on the

island of Minorca, in commemoration of the

capture of that town by the French in 1756.

mayor, n.— ME. maire, mair, mer, fr. OF. (=F.)

maire, fr. L. major, 'greater', compar. of magnus,

'great'. See major, adj.

Derivatives; mayor-al, adj., mayoralty (q.v.),

mayor-ess, n.

mayoralty, n. — ME. mairaltee, fr. MF. mairalte,

fr. maire, 'mayor'. See mayor, adj. suff. -al and

suff. -ty.

mayweed, n., the stinking camomile. — For

*maythe-weed, fr. OE. magede, magode, mse-

gede, 'the stinking camomile', which is prob.

rel. to OE. maeged, msegd, 'maid" ; see maiden

and cp. may, 'a maiden". For the second ele-

ment in mayweed see weed.

mazapilite, n., a calcium iron arsenate (mineral.)

— Named after Mazapil, in Zacatecas, Mexico.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

mazard, n., 1) a mazer (obsol.); 2) the head or

skull (obsol.) — Altered fr. mazer.

Mazdaism, also Mazdeism, n., Zoroastrianism.

— See Ormazd and -ism.

maze, tr. v., to bewilder; to confuse. — ME.
masen, mazen, 'to confuse, puzzle', fr. OE.
masian in dmasian, 'to confuse, confound',

which is rel. to OE. dmasod, 'confused, con-

founded', and prob. also to Norw. masast, 'to

doze off', Swed. masa, 'to be slow, be sluggish'.

Cp. amaze, mizmaze.

maze, n., a labyrinth. — ME. mase, maze, fr.

masen, mazen. See maze, v.

Derivatives: maz-y, adj., maz-i-ly, adv., maz-i-

ness, n.

mazer, n., a large drinking bowl. — ME. maser,

'maple wood; bowl made of maple wood', fr.

OF. masere, 'maple wood', which is of Teut.

origin. Cp. ON. mosurr, 'maple wood', mosurr

bolli, 'bowl made of maple wood', OS. masur,

'knot', MDu. maeser, 'maple wood', OHG.
masar, 'knot in maple wood' (whence MHG.,
G. maser, 'knot, excrescence in trees'). Cp.
mazard. Cp. also measles.

mazo-, combining form denoting the breast. —
Gk. [iai^o-, fr. na!^6?, 'breast'. See masto- and
cp. words there referred to.

mazo-, combining form used in the sense of 'pla-

centa'. — ModL. mazo-, fr. ModL. maza, 'pla-

centa', fr. Gk. [JLal^a, (ia^a, 'flat barley cake',

which stands for '*jj.aY-ia, fr. (j,aotcru (for *\xa-

Y!,oj), 'I squeeze, press into a mold, knead',

whence also ^ayi? 'kneaded mass, cake', [i.a-

yeu?, 'one who kneads, baker'. See macerate and
cp. magma.
mazuma, n., money (U.S. Slang). — Yiddish, fr.

Mishnaic Heb. m zumman, 'designated, fixed,

appointed', used (in the pi. m^zummdnim) in

Medieval Heb. Responses in the sense of 'cash'.

Mishnaic Heb. m zumman is passive part of

zimmen, 'he invited, designated, appointed,

fixed', a verb denominated fr. Heb. z^mdn, 'ap-

pointed time, time', which is rel. to Aram.
2 man, Syr. z bhan, zabhnd, Arab, zdman, za-

mdn, Ethiop. zaman, 'time'. All these words
derive directly or indirectly fr. Akkad. simdnu,

'appointed time'.

mazurka, mazourka, n., 1) a lively Polish dance;

2) music for this. — Pol. mazurka, 'a woman of

the province Mazovia (in Poland)'.

mazzard, n., wild sweet cherry (Prunus avium). —
Fr. earlier mazer (see mazer) ; so called in allu-

sion to the knotty appearance of the wood.
me, pers. pron. — ME. me, fr. OE. me, rel. to

ON., Goth, mik, OHG. mih, G. mich, 'me' '(ace),

ON. mer, OHG., MHG., G. mir, Goth, mis,

'me" (dat.), and cogn. with OI., Avestic ma, Ol.

mam, Avestic mqm, OPers. mam, 'me' (ace),

OI. mdhyam, 'me' (dat.), Gk. k\x.i, ue, L. me
(ace), Gk. Ejjioi, \j.oi, L. mihi, Umbr. mehe, 'me'

(dat.), OSlav. mq, Olr. me, Hitt. ammuk, am-
mugga, 'me' (ace.) Cp. mine, pron., my. Cp. also

meum and the first element in mayday.
mead, n., drink made of fermented honey and
water. — ME. mede, fr. OE. meodu, rel. to ON.
mjddr, Dan. mjed, Swed. mjod, OFris., MLG.,



mead

UDa.mede, Du. mee,OHG.metu, MHG. mete,

met, G.Me/.'mead', fr.I.-E. baie*medhu-,'hotiey,

sweet drink', whence also OI.mdrfAu.'sweet, sweet

drink, wine, honey', Toch. B mit, 'honey', Gk.

(i.£a^u, 'wine', [XE^ueiv, 'to be drunken', (x^^udK;,

'drunkenness', OSlav. medu, Lith. medus,

'honey', Olr. mid (gen. medo), W. medrf, Bret,

mer, 'mead'. Cp. methylene, amethyst,

mead', n., meadow {poetic).— ME. mede, fr. OE.

mied, med. See meadow,

meadow, n.— ME. medwe, medewe, fr. OE. mSd-

we, gen. of mied (see prec. word); rel. to Du.

made, G. Matte, 'meadow', and to OE. mSp,

'harvest, crop', OHG. mad, 'a mowing', fr.

WTeut. *mdpa-, lit. 'that which is mown', pp.

form of l.-E. base *me-, *m^-, 'to mow'. See

mow, 'to cut (grass)', and cp. math.

Derivative: meadow-y, adj.

meager, meagre, adj. — ME. megre, fr. OF.

maigre, magre, megre (F. maigre), fr. L. mdcer,

'lean, thin', which is cogn. with Gk. (iaxpb;,

'long', OE. mseger, ON. magr, MDu. magher,

Du mager, OHG. magar, MHG., G. mager,

'lean, thin', fr. I.-E. base *m^krds, a derivative

of base "mdk; *m^k-, 'long, thin', whence also

Avestic mas; 'long', masah; 'length, size'. Cp.

also—with /-suff.—Hitt. maklanza, 'thin, mea-

ger'. Cp. emaciate, Macedonian, macro-, maigre,

malinger, meco-.

Derivatives: meager-ly, meagre-ly, adv., meager-

ness, meagre-ness, n.

meal, n., edible grain. — ME. mele, fr. OE. melu,

rel. to OS. melo, ON., Swed., Norw. mjiil, Dan.

mel, OFris. mele, MDu. mele, Du. meel, OHG.

melo, MHG. me/, G. Mehl, 'meal', orig. 'that

which is ground', and rel. to OS., OHG., Goth.

malan, ON., Swed. mala, Dan. male, MDu., Du.

malen, MHG. ma/«, G. malen, 'to grind', fr.

I.-E. base *(s)mel-, 'to rub, grind', whence also

Toch. A malyw, B. mely, 'to press, tread under

foot', mxt.mallanzi, 'they grind', miyalli, 'mill'.

Arm. ma/em, 'I crush, bruise', Gk. (ia).ax6;,

'soft', •^'iM, later aiiXoc, 'mill'. Alb. miel, 'meal,

flour'', L. mofere, 'to grind', mo/a, 'millstone,

mill', OSlav. meljQ, mim, Lith. malu, mdlti,

Lett, mala, malt, 'to grind', Lith. miltai, OPruss.

mc/mn, Lett, mi'lti, 'meal', OSlav. mo/;, Goth.

maid, ON. mo/r, Norw. mo/, Dan. mel, Swed.

mo/, 'moth', OE. mxlsceafa, 'malshave' (cater-

pillar), OHG. miliwa, milwa, MHG. milwe, G.

Milbe, 'mite', lit. 'a grinding, powder-making

animal', OHG. gimulli, G. GemiHl, 'moldenng

dust', Olr. melim, 'I grind', W. malu, Bret.

malaf, 'to grind', MW. blawt, ModW. blawd,

•meal'. From *me/-rf, *mled-, *mld-, -d-cr^-

largements of base *{s)mel-, 'to rub, grind',

derive OL mtduh, 'soft, tender, mild'. Arm.

melk (for "meldw-i-), 'soft, slack', Gk. pXixSapo?

(for V5^Sap6<:), pXaSii? (for •(i.>^S6(;). 'loose,

spongy', MiXSeiv, 'to melt,make liquid". <i(iaX8u-

wtv. -to crush, destroy', L. mollis (for *mold"-is),

•sofl*. OPruss. ma/ifai (pD. 'boys, lads' (for
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sense development cp. Rum. tdndr, 'young', fr-

L. tener, 'soft, tender'), OPruss. maldaisin (ace),

'youngest', maldian, 'foal', OSlav. mladu, Russ.

moloda, 'young', OE. meltan, mieltan, 'to melt',

prob. also Olr. meldach, 'pleasant'. From base

*mel-dh-, a -(//i-enlargement of base *mel-, de-

rive Gk. [jiaX&axo?, 'soft', OE. melde, OS.

maldia, OHG. me/fa, mo/m, multa, MHG., G.

me/rfe, 'orach', Goth, mildeis, OE. mi7i/e, 'mild'.

(Olr. meldach and the Balto-Slav. words cited

above as derivatives of base *mel-d-, could also

be derived from base *mel-dh-.) Cp. amalgam,

Amalthaea, ambly, bleraio-, Wite, emollient,

emolument, immolate, Maelstrom, malaco- ma-

lax, malt, meldometer, mellow, melt, 'to dissolve'

,

mUd, mildew, miU, millet, milt, moU, molar,

'grinding', mold, 'soil', mole, 'false conception',

molmary, mollify, MoUugo, moUusk, mouille,

moulin, mulch, muliebrity, mull, 'to powder',

muU, 'a snuff box', mullein, muUer, muUet, 'star',

multure, mylo-, ormolu.

Derivatives: meal-y, adj., meal-i-ness, n.

meal, n., food taken at one time. — ME. mele, fr.

OE. mSl, 'mark, sign; measure; fixed time; time

for taking food, meal', rel. to ON. mal, 'meas-

ure, time, meal', OFris. me-l(tid), '(time of)

meal', Du. maal, 'time; meal', OHG., MHG.

mal, 'time; meal', G. Mal, 'time', Mahl, 'meal',

Goth, mel, 'time; hour', fr. I.-E. base *me--, 'to

measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivative: meal, tr. v., to have a meal.

-meal, suff. denoting quantity taken at one time;

now used only in piecemeal. — ME. -mele, fr.

OE. -mxlum, dat. pi. of OE. m^l, 'measure'.

See meal, 'food'.

mealie, n., maize. — S. Afr. Du. milje, fr. Port.

milho, 'millet', fr. L. milium, 'millet'. See millet,

mean, tr. v., to have in mind. — ME. menen, fr.

OE. mSnan, 'to mean, signify, intend; to speak

of; to complain, mourn, moan', rel. to OS.

me-nian, 'to have in mind, intend, signify',

OFris, mena, MDu. menen, Du. menen, OHG.

meinan, meinen, MHG., G. meinen, 'to think,

suppose, be of opinion', fr. I.-E. base 'tnam-,

*mein-, 'to be of opinion, think', whence also

OSlav. m^niti, 'to think, have an opinion', Olr.

mian, 'wish, desire', Ir. mian, 'intention', W.

mwyn, 'enjoyment'. Cp. moan.

Derivatives: mean-ing, n. and adj., meaning-ful,

adj., mean-ing-less, adj., mean-ing-ly, adv.,

mean-ing-ness, n.
c r^u

mean, adj., intermediate. — ME. mene, fr. OF.

meien, moien (F. moyen), 'middle', fr. Late L.

medidnus, 'that which is in the middle', fr. L.

medius, 'middle'. See media, 'voiced stop con-

sonant', and cp. median, mesne, monial.

Derivative: mean, n., something intermediate.

mean, adj., of low rank, inferior, base. — ME.

mene, 'common, mean', fr. OE. {ge)mSne, 'com-

mon', rel. to OS. gimenl, OFris. mene, OS. gi-

meni, MLG. gemetne, gemene (whence Dan. and

Swed. gemen), MDu. ghemene, Du. gemeen,
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OHG. gimeini, MHG., G. gemein, Goth, ga-

mains, 'common', OE. man, ON., OHG. mein,

OS., OFris. men, 'false', OE. mandd, OE.,

ON., meineidr, Dan., Swed. mened, OS.,

OFris. meneth, MDu. meineet, Du. meineed,

OHG. meineid, MHG. meinelt, G. Meineid,

'perjury', lit. 'false oath', and cogn. with

L. mUnus (OL. moinos, moenus), 'service, of-

fice, function', munia (OL. moenid), 'official,

duties, functions', communis (OL. ace. comoi-

nem), 'common', OSlav. mina, 'change', iz-

meniti, 'to change, exchange', Lith. mamas, 'ex-

change', mainyti, 'to exchange', OL menih, 'ven-

geance', Avestic maeni-, 'punishment'. All these

words derive fr. I.-E. *mein-, *moin-, -«-enlarge-

ments of base *mei-, *moi-, 'to change, ex-

change', whence OI. mdyate, 'changes', Lett.

miju, mlt, 'to change'. Cp. common, adj., and

words there referred to. For I.-E. *mei-t-,

*moi-t-, -^-enlargements of base *mei-, *moi-,

see mutable, mutual. Base *mei-, 'to change', is

originally identical with base *mei-, 'to change

one's place, to go'. See meatus, migrate.

meander, n., winding, as of a river. — L. Maean-

der, fr. Gk. MaiavSpo?, a river in Caria, noted

for its windings.

Derivatives: meander, intr. v., meander-ing, n.

and adj., meander-ing-ly, adv.

measles, n. pi. — ME. maseles, pi. of masel, lit.

'spot, excrescence', rel. to MDu. masel, Du.

mazelen, G. Masern, 'measles', and to E. mazer

(q.v.) E. measles was influenced both in form

and pronunciation by a confusion with ME.
mesel, 'leper', which derives fr. OF. mesel, fr. L.

misellus, dimin. of miser, 'wretched, unfor-

tunate, miserable'.

Derivative: measl-y, adj.

measurable, adj.— ME. mesurable, fr. OF. (= F.)

mesurable, fr. Late L. mensurabitis, fr. mensa-

rare, fr. L. mensura. See measure and -able and

cp. mensurable.

Derivatives: measurabil-ity, n., measurable-ness,

n., measurabl-y, adv.

measure, n. — ME. mesure, fr. OF. (= F.) me-

sure, fr. L. mensUra, 'measure', fr. mensus, pp
of metiri, 'to measure'. See mete, 'to measure'

and -lire and cp. meter, 'poetical rhythm'. Cp
also admeasure, immeasurable, mensure, men-

surable, mensurate, commensurable, dimension,

immense. Cp. also 1 st mensal.

Derivatives : measure, tr. and intr. v., measur-ed,

aA).,measur-ed-ly, adv., measur-ed-ness, n.,meas-

ure-less, adj., measure-less-ty, adv., measure-

less-ness, n., measure-ment, n., measur-er, n.

meat, n., — ME. mete, fr. OE. mete, rel. to OS.

meti, OFris. mete, ON. matr, OHG. ma3, Goth.

mats, 'food', MLG., MDu., Du. metworst, G.

Mettwurst, 'German sausage', fr. Teut. *mati-,

'food', fr. I.-E. base *mad-, 'wet, moist, drip-

ping; to drip', whence OI. mddati, 'boils, bub-

bles, gets drunk', medas-, 'fat' (n.). Alb. man, 'I

fatten, feed'. Gk. fiaSov, 'to be wet, to flow'.

[xaSapoi;, 'wet, watery', (jtaSaptooii;, 'baldness',

L. madere, 'to be wet; to be drunk, to be intoxi-

cated', madidus, 'moist, wet, drunk ; intoxicated',

mattus, 'intoxicated', OE. msest, 'mast (of

beech)', msestan, 'to fatten', Olr. mat, 'pig,

swine' (prop, 'a fattened animal'), Oir. maisse

(for *mad-tja),'food'. Cp. the second element in

lacmus. Cp. also madarosis, mast, 'fruit of

beech', masto-, mastoid, mate, 'companion',

mattoid, must, 'frenzied'. For sense develop-

ment of OE. mete, etc., 'food', into E. meat, etc.,

'flesh of animals', cp. Heb. lehem, 'bread, food',

with Arab, latim, 'flesh'.

Derivatives: meat-less, meat-y, adjs.

meatus, n., a duct or passage in the body (anat.)

— L. meatus, 'a going, passing; way, path, pas-

sage', fr. meat-(um), pp. stem of meare, 'to go,

pass', which is cogn. with Czech mijim, mijeti,

'to go by, pass by, pass, cease', Pol. mijam,

mijac, 'to go by, avoid', and with the nasalized

forms OSlav. minq, mingti, 'to go by, pass by,

pass', MW. minet, 'to go' ; fr. I.-E. base *mei;

*moi-, 'to change; to change one's place; to go'.

See mean, 'of low rank', and cp. irremeable, per-

meate. Cp. also conge.

Mecca, n., city in Arabia, birthplace of Moham-
med and place of pilgrimage for Mohammedans
hence 'the goal of one's highest aspirations'. —
Arab. Mdkka'', in VArab. pronunciation:

MekkJ', 'Mecca'.

mechanic, adj. — L. mechanicus, fr. Gk. jjit)-

jacnv-oq, 'resourceful, inventive; mechanical', fr.

[XTjxavT;, 'means, invention, machine'. See

machine and -ic.

Derivatives: mechanic, n., mechanic-al, adj.,

mechanic-al-ly, adv., mechanic-al-ness, n., me-

chanic-ian, n., mechan-ics, n.

mechanism, n. — ModL. mechanismus, fr. Gk.

[iTjyavY), 'machine'. See prec. word and -ism.

mechanist, n. — Formed with sufl". -ist fr. Gk.

(XTf)3(avY), 'machine'. See mechanic.

Derivatives; mechanist-ic, adj., mechanist-ic-al-

ly, adv.

mechanize, tr. v.— Formed with suff. -ize fr. Gk.

(iT]Xotv7], 'machine'. See mechanic.

Derivatives: mechaniz-ation, n., mechaniz-er, n.

mechano-, combining form denoting mechanics

or mechanism. — Gk. (i7]xavo-, fr. [j,T)-/av7),

'machine". See mechanic.

Mecbilta, also Mekhilta, n., a halakic commen-
tary on Exodus from the school of Rabbi Ish-

mael (2nd cent.) — Fr. Aram, mekhilta, 'rule',

lit. 'measure of capacity', fr. kul, 'to compre-

hend, measure', which is rel. to Heb. kdl, 'he

comprehended, measured', hdkhil, 'to hold,

contain', Ugar. kl, 'to contain, measure", Arab.

kdla, 'he measured (grain)'.

Mechlin, n. — Short for Mechlin lace, i.e. lace

made at Mechlin, a town in Belgium. Cp.

malines.

meco-, combining form meaning 'length" or

'long'. — Gk. (ji.i)xo-, fr. ^rfiioq, 'length', corre-



spending to Dor. Gk. jxaxo?, of s.m., and rel. to

(iaxpiS?, 'long'. See macro- and cp. mekometer.

meconic, adj., pertaining to an acid found in opi-

yui.— Gk. [iT)X£ovi)(6i;, 'of, or pertaining to, the

poppy", fr. (x'?i>'"v. See next word and -ic.

meconium, n., tlie fecal discharge of the newborn

infant {med.) — L. meconium, 'poppy-juice; the

first excrements of the newborn child', fr. Gk.

^Tjztovtov, dimin. of [xtjxuv, 'poppy', which

corresponds to Dor. t^axtov, of s.m., and is

cogn. with OSlav. maku, Pol. mak (whence

OPruss. moke), 'poppy', OS. mdho, OHG. mdgo.

Late MHG. mdhen, man, dial. Austro-Bavarian

mogn, G. Mohn, 'poppy' (Lith. magone, Lett.

maguone, of s.m., are German loan words.) Cp.

the second element in Eomecon.

medal, n.— MF. (= F.) medaille, fr. It. medagUa,

fr. VL. *metallia (scil. monetd), 'metal coin', fr.

L. metallum. See metal and cp. next word.

Derivatives: medal, tr. v., medal{l)-ed, adj.,

medall-ic, adj., and the hybrid medal{l)-ist, n.

medallion, n. — F. medallion, fr. It. medaglione,

augment, of medaglia. See medal and -oon.

Derivative: medallion, tr. v.

meddle, intr. v., to interfere. — ME. medelen,

medlen, fr. OF. medler, mesler, 'to mix, mingle;

to meddle' (whence F. meler, 'to mix, mingle',

se meler, 'to meddle'), fr. ML misculare, fr. L.

miscere, 'to mix, mingle'. See mix and cp.

medley and words there referred to.

Derivatives: meddl-er, n., meddle-some, adj.,

meddle-some-ness, n.

Mede, n., inhabitant of Media. — L. Me-dus, fr.

Gk. M-?)So;, 'Mede'.

Medea, n., sorceress, daughter of Aeetes, king of

Colchis {Greek mythol.) — L. Medea, fr. Gk.

Mr)8£i3c, lit. 'cunning', rel. to htjSo?, 'counsel,

plan, device, cunning', [ir)8e(j»at, 'to devise, re-

solve, advise', [xeSov, [AcSftov, 'guardian, ruler'

(prop. pres. part, of the ancient verb [ilSctv, 'to

protect, rule over'), iisSsc^ai, 'to be mindful of,

give heed to, think on', [i^Sitivo;, 'a measure%

fr. I.-E. base *med-, 'to measure, limit, consider',

which is a -(/-enlargement of base *me-, 'to meas-

ure'. See meditate and cp. Andromeda and

words there referred to. Cp. also Medeola.

Medeola, n., a genus of plants, the Indian cu-

cumber-root {hot.) — ModL., dimin. formed

from the name of Medea, the sorceress; so

called for its reputed medicinal value.

medi-, combining form. — See medio-,

media, n., formerly, a voiced stop consonant (b,

d or g) iphonel.); — ModL. (short for liitera

media, lit. 'middle letter'), fem. of L. medius,

'"iddle" '.vhich stand'; for *medhvos: rel. to Os-

can mefi'ai (fem. sing.), 'in the middle', »nd cogn.

with Ol. mddhyah, Avestic maidya-, 'middle',

Gk. [i^acoi;, Att. (Xecto;, Goth, midjis, OE.

midd, Olr. mid-, 'middle', OSlav. mezda, 'road',

orlg. 'ridge (between two fields)', meidu, 'be-

tween', OPruss. median, 'forest', Lith. midis,

'tree'. East Lith. mediias, 'forest, tree'. Arm.

mej, 'the middle', Alb. mjet, 'means', mes, mjes,

mjez, 'means', Gheg mjedis (for mjet-vis, mjed-

vis), 'middle, center' Oit. 'middle place'), Gaul.

medio-, 'middle' (e.g. in Medio-ldnum, 'Milan').

Cp. mid, middle, midst, amid. Cp. also median,

mediant, mediastinimi, mediate, mediocre, medl-

ran, immediate, intermediate, intermezzo, mean,

'intermediate', medulla, meridian, mesne, meso-,

meta-, metayer, mezzanine, mezzotint, Midi,

midinette, milieu, mitten, mizzen, mizzenmast,

moiety, monial, moyen age.

media, n., middle membrane of an artery (anat.)

Medical L. (short for membrdna media, lit.

'middle membrane'), fem. of L. medius. Seeprec.

word.

media, n. pi. — PI. of medium,

medial, adj., situated in the middle. — Late L.

medidlis, fr. L. medius. See media, 'voiced stop

consonant', and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: medial-ly, adv.

median, adj., middle; situated in the middle. —
L. medidnus, 'that which is in the middle, mid-

dle', fr. medius. See media, 'voiced stop conso-

nant', and -an, and cp. mean, 'intermediate',

mesne, monial, moyen age.

Derivative: median, n., a median line, point or

number.

Median, adj., pertaining to Media; n., 1) a Mede;

2) the language of ancient Media. — Formed

with suff. -an fr. Gk. M:f)Sto?, 'of Media', fr.

M/jSo;. See Mede and cp. Medic,

median vein (anat:) — L. vena medidna. Accord-

ing to Joseph Hyrtl (in his Onomatologia anato-

mica, p. 320), these words do not mean 'the

middle vein', but are derived from the name of

Al-Madyan, ibn Abderrahman, a commentator

of Avicenna's Canticum. So arose the term

'vein of Al-Madyan\ whence Armegandus

coined the name vena mediana, which was mis-

interpreted later as 'the middle vein' (see median).

mediant, n., the third note of the diatonic scale

{music). — It. mediante, fr. Late L. mediantem,

ace. of medidns, 'dividing in the middle', pres.

part, of medidre; so called as being midway be-

tween the tonic and the dominant. See mediate,

adj., and -ant.

mediastinitis, n., inflammation of the tissue of the

mediastinum {med>, - A Medical L. hybrid

coined fr. mediastinum and suff. -itis.

mediastino-, combining form denoting 'of the

mediastinum, mediastinal'. See next word.

mediastinum, n., 1) a membranous partition sep-

arating two cavities of the body; 2) space in

the middle of the chest between the two pleurae

(anat.)— Medical L., neui. of „KdiditJnus, 'serv-

ant, attendant', which stands for *medidstrmus,

fr. *medidster, 'the one in the middle', fr. L.

medius. See media, 'voiced stop consonant'.

Derivative: mediastin-al, adj.

mediate, adj., dependent on.— Late L. medidtus,

pp. of medidre, 'to divide in the middle, to

mediocrity

halve', fr. L. medius. See media, 'voiced stop

consonant' and adj. suff. -ate and cp. mediant.

Derivative: mediate-ly, adv.

mediate, intr. v., to intervene; tr. v., to bring

about by intervention. — Lit. 'to be in the

middle', fr. Late L. medidtus, pp. of medidre.

See prec. word.

mediation, n. — ME. mediacioun, fr. OF. media-

cion (F. mediation), fr. Late L. medidtidnem,

ace. of medidtio, lit. 'a division in the middle',

fr. medidtus, pp. of medidre. See mediate, adj.,

and -ion.

mediatize, tr. v., formerly in Germany, under the

Holy Roman Empire, to reduce to mediate de-

pendance or vassalage. — F. mediatiser, fr.

midiat, 'mediate'. See mediate, adj., and -ize.

Derivative: mediatiz-at-ion, n.

mediator, n. — ME. mediatour, fr. OF. media-

tour (F. mediateur), fr. Late L. medidtdrem, ace.

of medidtor, fr. medidtus, pp. of medidre. See

mediate, adj., and agential suff. -or.

mediatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr.

Late L. medidtus, pp. of medidre. See mediate,

adj.

Derivative: mediatori-al, adj.

Medic, adj.. Median; n., the language of ancient

Media. — Gk. Mt]Si.x6;, 'Median', fr. MtjSo;.

See Mede and cp. Median. Cp. also next word.

medic, n., any plant of the genus Medicago (bot.)

— L. medico, fr. Gk. MyjSixy) (scil. 3i6a),

'(grass) from Media', fem. ofMyj8ix6(;, 'Median'

(see Medic); so called because it came to the

Greeks from Media.

medicable. — L. medicdbilis, 'that which can be

healed, curable', fr. medicdri, 'to heal, cure', fr.

medicus. See medical and -able.

Medicago, n., a genus of plants, the medic (bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. MtjSiky), name of the alfalfa,

lit. 'the Median (plant)'. See medic.

medical, adj. — F. medical, fr. Late L. medicdlis,

'of a physician", fr. L. medicus, 'physician',

which is rel to mederi, 'to heal', and cogn. with

Avestic vl-mad, 'physician', fr. I.-E. base *med-,

'to measure, limit, consider, advise', whence also

Gk. |x^8oi;, 'counsel, plan, device, cunning', the

PN's MtjSo?, MtjSt), etc., which originally de-

noted healing deities, jiTjSsaS-at, 'to devise, re-

solve, advise", 'fiESsa^xi, 'to be mindful of, give

heed to, think on'. See meditate and Medea and
cp. remedy. Cp. also metheglin. The word med-
ical was introduced into English by Thomas
Browne (1605-82).

'

Derivatives: medical, n., medical-ly, adv.

medicament, n. — F. medicament, fr. L. medicd-

mentum, 'drug, remedy, medicament', lit.

'means or instrument of healing', formed from
the verb medicdri, 'to heal, cure', with -mentum,

a suffix denoting instrument. See medicate and
-mcnt.

Derivatives: medicament, tr. v., medicament-ary,

adj., medicament-ation, n., medicament-ous, adj.

medicaster, n., a quack.— Formed fr. L. medicus.

'physician', with the pejorative suff. -aster. Cp.

poetaster.

medicate, tr. v. — L. medicdtus, pp. of medicdre,

medicdri, 'to heal, cure', fr. medicus. See medical

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: medication (q.\.), medicat-ive, adj.,

medicator (q.v.), medicat-ory, adj.

medication, n. ^ L. medicdtio, gen. -dnis,

'healing, cure', fr. medicdtus, pp. of medicdre,

medicdri. See prec. word and -ion.

medicator, n. — Late L. medicdtor, 'physician',

fr. L. medicdtus, pp. of medicdre, medicdri. See

medicate and agential suff. -or.

medicine, n. — ME., fr. OF. medicine, medecine

(F. medecine), fr. L. medicina, 'healing art, the

shop of a physician, remedy, relief, prop. fem.

of the adjective medidnus, 'of a physician', used

as a noun, fr. medicus. See medical and subst.

suff. -ine.

Derivatives: medicine, tr. v., medicin-al, adj.

and n., medicin-al-ly, adv.

medico, n., physician (colloq.) — It. medico, fr.

L. medicus. See medical.

medico-, combining form meaning 1) 'medical,

medicinal' ; 2) 'medical and'. — Fr. L. medicus.

See medical.

medieval, mediaeval, adj., pertaining to, or sug-

gestive of, the Middle Ages. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. medius, 'middle', and aevum,

'age'. See media, 'voiced stop consonant', and

age.

Derivative: medi(a)eval-ly, adv.

medievalism, mediaevalism, n., 1) the spirit of the

Middle Ages; 2) devotion to medieval prac-

tices. — See prec. word and -ism.

medievalist, mediaevalist, n., 1) a student of

medieval history, etc.; 2) one devoted to the

spirit and practices of the Middle Ages. •— See

medieval and -ist.

medievalize, mediaevalize, tr. v., 1) to render

medieval; 2) to adopt medieval customs, etc. —
See medieval and -ize.

medio-, medi-, combining form meaning 'middle'.

— Fr. L. medius, 'middle'. See media, 'voiced

stop consonant'.

mediocre, adj., of middle quality; average. —
MF. (= F.) midiocre, fr. L. mediocris, 'mid-

dling, moderate, indifferent, tolerable', orig.

'being half-way up the height of a mountain',

compounded of medius, 'middle', and ocris, 'a

rugged, stony mountain'. For the first element

see media, 'voiced stop consonant'. The second

element is rel. to Umbr. ukar, ocar, 'fortress,

citadel, mountain', and cogn. with Gk. oxpi;,

'peak, point', Homeric oxpiav, 'to make rough
or rugged', 6y.pi.aa8-at, 'to be exasperated', Mir.

ochar, W. ochr, 'comer, border', and in grada-

tional relationship to L. deer, dcris, dcre, 'sharp'.

See acrid and cp. Oxalis.

mediocrity, n. — ME. mediocrite, fr. MF. (= F.)

midiocriti, fr. L. mediocritdtem, ace. of medio-
critds, 'moderateness, moderation, indifference.



meditate

inferiority', fr. mediocris. See prec. word and

-ity.

meditate, tr. and intr. v. — L. meditatus, pp. ol

meditdri, 'to think over, consider; to tliink, re-

flect', fr. I.-E. base *med-, 'to measure, limit,

consider, advise', whence also—with vowel gra-

dation—L. modus, 'measure, limit, boundary,

manner, mode, mood', moderare, 'to set limits

to, moderate', modestus, 'moderate, virtuous,

sober, discreet, modest', modernus, 'modern',

modius, 'a com measure'. From the same base

derive L. mederl, 'to heal', medicus, 'physician',

Oscan meddiss, meddis, 'judge', Gk. (x£8uv,

(isSstov, 'ruler' (prop. pres. part, of the ancient

verb iJiiSeiv, 'to protect, rule over'), tisSsa&ai,

'to be mindful of, give heed to, think on', (X^Si-

[xvo?, 'a measure', ^Boz, 'counsel, plan, device,

cunning', [A-/i8eCT»at, 'to devise, resolve, advise',

Olr. midiur, 'I judge, estimate', med, 'measure',

mess (for *med-tu), 'judgement', W. meddwl,

'mind, thinking', Goth, miton, OE. metan, 'to

measure'. See mete, v., and cp. meet, 'suitable',

must, V. Cp. also Medea, medical, medicine,

Medusa, mode, model, moderate, modern, mod-

est, modicum, modify, modiolus, modulate,

module, modus, mood, commode, commodity,

accommodate, mold, 'pattern', and the second ele-

ment in Andromeda, automedon, Diomedes, Ga-

nymede, turmoU. I.-E. base *med- is a -rf-enlarge-

ment of base *me-, 'to measure', whence OI.

mdtih, 'measure', mdti, mlmdti, 'measures', ma-

tram (neut.), mdtra (fem.), 'measure', Avestic

ma-, 'to measure'. Tech. A me-, 'to measure',

mem, 'measure', Hitt. mehur, 'time, point of

time', Gk. piviTi?, 'counsel, plan, skill', [lexpov,

'measure', L. metior, metirl, 'to measure'. Alb.

mat, mas, 'I measure', mase, 'measure, age, gen-

eration', mates, 'measure, cubit', mot, 'year,

weather',OSlav.me>a, 'measure',;n^nfi, 'to meas-

ure', Lith. mattioti, 'to measure', metas, 'time,

year; measure', OPruss. mettan, 'year', Lett.

mets, 'space of time', mdtas, 'measure', OSlav.

m^to, mesti, Lith. me/if, mesti, Lett, mest, 'to

throw' (orig. 'to measure off, aim at'), OHG.

mSl, Goth, mel, 'time; hour'. Cp. matra, mensal,

'pertaining to the table', meter, 'poetical

rhythm', -meter. Metis, and the second element

in castrametation, iirman, vimana. Cp. also meal,

'food'.

meditation, n. — ME. meditacioun, fr. OF. medi-

tation (F. meditation), fr. L. meditdtionem, ace.

of meditdtio, 'a thinking over, meditation', fr.

meditatus, pp. of meditdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

meditative, adj. — Late L. nicdit^tiv.is, fr. I .

meditatus, pp. of meditdre. See meditate and

-ive.

Derivatives: meditative-ly, adv., meditative-ness,

mediterranean, adj., enclosed, or nearly enclosed,

by sea; n.) a mediterranean sea; (cap.) the Me-

diterranean sea. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L.

mediterrdneus, 'inland', lit. 'in the middle of

land', fr. medius, 'middle', and terra, 'land'. See

media, 'voiced stop consonant', and terra.

meditulUum, n., 1) the diploe (anat.); 2) the

mesophyll(6o«.)—L.,'themiddle',compounded

of medius, 'middle', and *tullium, *tollium,

'earth', which stands in gradational relationship

to tellus, 'earth'. See media, 'voiced stop

consonant', and tellurian,

medium, n. — L., 'the middle', neut. of the ad-

jective medius, 'middle', used as a noun. See

media, 'voiced stop consonant'.

Derivatives: medium, adj., medium-istic, adj.,

medium-ize, tr. v.

medlar, n., 1) a small tree of the rose family; 2)

its fruit. — ME. medter, fr. OF. medler, mesler,

'medlar tree', fr. OF. mesple, mesle (F. nefle),

'medlar (the fruit)', fr. L. mespila (also mes-

pilus, mespilum), of s.m., fr. Gk. (xlaTraov

'medlar (the fruit)', which is a foreign word of

unknown origin. Cp. naseberry.

medley, n., mixture. - ME. medle, fr. OF. mesd-

lee, medlee, meslee (F. melee), prop. fem. pp. of

medler, mesler (F. meler), 'to mix, mingle', fr.

ML. misculdre, fr. L. misce're, 'to mix, mingle'.

See mix and cp. chance-medley. Cp. also meddle,

melee, mell, pell-mell, melange.

Derivative: medley, adj. and tr. v.

MMoc, n., a kind of claret. — So called from

Medoc, name of the plain between the Gironde

and the Atlantic, where it is produced.

medulla, n., the marrow of bones (anat.) — L.,

'marrow; pith of plants', of uncertain etymolo-

gy; perh. fr. orig. *{,s)merulld (with -d- for -r-,

under the influence of medius, 'middle'), fr.

L-E. base *smeru, 'fat', whence also OE. smeoru,

'fat, grease', Olr. smiur, 'marrow', W. mer, of

s.m. See smear, n., and words there referred to.

Derivatives: medull-ar, adj., medullary (q.v.),

medullat-ed, adj., medullation (q.v.), medull-iz-

ation, n., medullose (q.v.)

meduUary, adj., pertaining to, or consisting of,

the medulla. — L. medulldris, 'situated in the

marrow', fr. medulla. See prec word and adj.

suff. -ary.

medullation, n., the development of marrow. —
Formed fr. Late L. medulldtus, 'possessed of

marrow, marrowy', pp. of medulldre, 'to fill

with marrow', fr. L. medulla. See meduUa and

-ation.

medulUtis, n., inflammation of marrow (med.) —
A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. \-. medulla and

Gk suff. -i-rt?. See meduUa and -itis.

medullose, adj., pithlike. - L. medull6sus,'M\ of

marrow', fr. medulla. See medulla and adj. suff.

Medusa, n., one of the three Gorgons, whose

gaze turned to stone everyone that looked at her

(Greek mylhol.) - L., fr. Gk. MiSouaa, ht.

'guardian', prop, fem pres. part, of the ancient

verb fi£8Eiv, 'to protect, rule over'. See Medea

and cp. words there referred to.
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medusa, n., a jellyfish (zool.)— Fr. prec. word.
Derivatives: medus-al, medus-an, adjs.

medusoid, 1) adj., like a medusa; 2) a medusalike

gonophore of a hydrozoan (zool.) — Cora-

pounded of medusa and Gk. -oeiSi^i;, 'like', fr.

cISo?, 'shape, form'. See -old.

meed, n., reward (poet.) — ME. mede, fr. OE.
med, meord, 'reward, requital', rel. to OS. meda,

OHG. meta, miata, mieta, MHG., G. miete,

Goth, mizdo, 'reward', and cogn. with OI. mi-

dhdm (for *mizdhd-), 'prize, reward, contest,

booty', midhvdh, 'giving in abundance', Avestic

mizda, 'reward', Gk. [xiaWi; (for *mizdhds),

'wages, pay', OSlav. mizda, 'salary'.

meek, adj. — ME. mek, fr. earlier meoc, fr.

ON. mjukr, 'mild, soft, gentle', which is rel. to

Goth. mUka-modei, 'humility', and prob. cogn.

with Olr. mocht (for *mukto-), 'mild, gentle',

L. mdcus, 'mucus of the nose'. See mucus and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives; meek-ly, adv., meek-ness, n.,

meerkat, n., 1) a monkey (obsol.); 2) the suricate.

— Du., 'monkey', fr. MDu. meercatte, ht. 'sea

cat'; cp. MLG. merkatte, Dan. marekat, Swed.

markatta, OHG. merikazza, MHG. merkatze,

G. Meerkatze. See mere, 'sea', and cat. These

words are not connected with OI. markdtah,

'ape, monkey'.

meerschaum, n., a porous, claylike mineral com-

posed of silicate of magnesia. — G., lit. 'sea

foam', loan translation of L. spuma maris,

which itself is a loan translation of Gk. aX6i;

a^vT] ; orig. name of the Alcyonium, popularly

named 'mermaid's glove'; so called from its

having been mistaken for thickened sea foam.

See mere, 'sea', and scum.

meet, tr. v., to encounter; intr. v., to come to-

gether.— ME. meten, fr. OE. metan, rel. to ON.
mceta, OS. motian, 'to meet', and to OS., OE.
mot, 'a meeting'. See moot, 'meeting', and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: meet, a., meet-er, n., meet-ing, n.

meet, adj., suitable.— ME. mete, fr. OE. gemiete,

"suitable, fit', rel. to ON. mxtr, OHG. gimd^i,

MHG. gemxse, G. gemdji, 'suitable', OE. me-

lan, etc., 'to measure'; fr. I.-E. base *med-,

^-enlargement of *me-, 'to measure'. See mete,

'to measure".

Derivatives: meel-ly, adv., meet-ness, n.

Meg, fem. PN. — Dimin. of Margaret.

mega-, before a vowel meg-, combining form

meaning 'large, great' (in physics it is used in the

meaning of 'a million times', e.g. megavolt = a

million volts). — Fr. Gk. [lEya;, fem. [isyiXy;,

neut. (J-eya, 'great, large, mighty', which is cogn.

with L. magnus, 'great, large, much, abundant',

Goth, mikils, OE. micel, mycel, 'great, big,

many'. See mickle and cp. magnum. Cp. also

omega, acromegaly, almagest, Agastache.

megacephalic, megacephalous, adj., large-headed.

— Compounded of mega- and Gk. xcipixXir),

'head'. See cephalic, resp. cephalons.

megawatt

Megaceros, n., a genus of mammals of the deer

family (zool.)— ModL., compounded of mega-

and Gk. xipa?, 'horn'. See cerato-.

Megachile, n., a genus of bees (zool.) — ModL.,
compounded of mega- and Gk. y_EXXo(;, 'lip'.

See chilo-.

megal-, form of megalo- before a vowel.

megalith, n., a huge prehistoric stone. — Com-
pounded of mega- and Gk. Xtftoi;, 'stone'. See

litho-.

Derivative: megalith-ic, adj.

megalo-, before a vowel megal-, combining form

meaning 'large, great' (in medicine it is used to

denote abnormal enlargement).— Gk. (XSYaXo-,

(lEyaX-, enlarged stem of \i.iya.Q (gen. (ieyaXou),

'large, great, mighty'. See mega-.

megalocardia, n., abnormal enlargement of the

heart (med.) — Medical L., compounded of

megalo- and Gk. xapSia, 'heart'. See cardio-.

megalocephaUc, adj.-— The same as megacephal-

ic.

megalomania, n., mania for great things; delu-

sion of greatness (med.) — Medical L., com-
pounded of megalo- and Gk. jxavta, 'madness'.

See mania.

Derivative: megalomani-ac, adj.

megalosaur, n., any animal of the genus Megalo-

saurus. — See Megalosaurus.

megalosaurian, adj., pertaining to the megalo-

saurs; n., a megalosaur. — See prec. word and

-ian.

Megalosaurus, n., a genus of gigantic dinosaurs

(paleontol.) — ModL., compounded of megalo-

and Gk. noiupoq, 'lizard'. See sauro-.

megaphone, n. — Compounded of mega- and

Gk. 9covif), 'voice'. See phone, 'speech sound'.

megapode, also megapod, n., any of the birds of

the family Megapodiidae. — See next word.

Megapodiidae, n. pi., a family of birds inhabiting

Australia and the Malay Archipelago (orni-

thol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

mega- and Gk. ttoui;, gen. 7toS6?, 'foot'. See

podo-.

megaron, n., the great hall in the Greek palace,

esp. at Mycenae (archeol.) — Gk. (A^yapov,

'large room, hall; sanctuary, shrine'; pi. \xi-

yapa, 'pits (into which young pigs were thrown

in the Thesmophoria)' ; of uncertain origin;

possibly fr. Heb. m^^drd , 'cave'.

megasporangium, n., a sporangium containing

megaspores (6o/.) — ModL., compounded of

mega- and sporangium.

megaspore, n., a large asexual spore produced by

certain plants, as the embryo sac of a seed

plant (hot.) — Compounded of mega- and Gk.

anopa, 'a sowing, seed'. See spore.

megass, megasse, n., sugar cane crushed in the

mill. — Variants of bagasse.

megavolt, n., one million volts. — Compounded
of mega- and volt.

megawatt, n., one million watts.— Compounded
of mega- and watt.



megerg

megerg, a., one million ergs. — Compounded of

meg- and erg.

MegiUoth, n. pi., the five scrolls (Canticles, Ruth,

Lamentations, Ecclesiastes and Esther) con-

tained in the Hagiographa (Bible). — Heb.

m^ghilloth, 'scrolls, rolls', pi. of m ghilld ,
fr.

gatdl, 'he rolled, unfolded'. See gelUah and cp.

words there referred to.

megilp, also magUp, megUph, n., a mixture of

linseed oil and mastic varnish. — Of unknown

megohm, n., one million ohms. — Compounded

of meg- and ohm.

megrim, n., hemicrania, migraine. — ME. mi-

grene, migreine fr. OF. (= F.) migraine, fr.

Late L. hemicrania. See migraine, hemicrania.

mehtar, n., a sweeper, groom.— Hind, mehtar, fr.

Pers. mihtar, 'prince', lit. 'greater', whence 'a

great officer', later ironically applied to a

sweeper and to a stable boy. Pers. mihtar is

compar. of mih, 'great', which is rel. to Avestic

maz-, mazant- 'great', fr. MPers. meh, mazah-,

'greatness', OI. mah-, maha-, mahdt-, 'great',

and cogn. with Gk. [jt^ya;, L. magnus, 'great'.

See magnum and cp. matranee.

meinie, meiny, n., household; retinue. — OF.

maisnie, mesnie, fr. L. mansionem, ace. of

mansio, 'a staying, remaining, dwelling, habita-

tion'. See mansion and cp. menial,

meionite, n., a calcium aluminum silicate (mine-

ral.) -— F. meionite, formed with subst. suff. -ite

fr. Gk. [xeitov, 'smaller' (see meiosis); so called

because thepyramids ofits crystals are lower than

the pyramids of the crystals of the vesuvianite.

meiosis, n., 1) litotes (rhet.); 2) the process by

which the number of chromosomes is reduced

from the diploid to the haploid (biot.) — Gk.

(jtettoaiq, 'a lessening', fr. [jlewuv, 'to lessen', fr.

(AEtuv, 'lesser, less', fr. I.-E. base *mei-, 'to

lessen, diminish'. See minimum and -osis and cp.

mio- and words there referred to.

meistersinger, n. — G. Meistersinger, lit. 'master

singer', fr. Meister, 'master', and Singer, 'sing-

er', fr. singen, 'to sing'. See master, sing and

agential suff. -er and cp. minnesinger.

Mekhilta, n. — See MechiWa.

mekometer, n., a range finder. — Compounded

of Gk. ]rfiKr>c,, 'length', and ixe-rpov, 'measure'.

See meco- and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

mel, n., honey (pharm.) — L., cogn. with Hitt.

milit, 'honey', milittu, miliddu, 'sweet'. Arm.

meir, gen. meiu, 'honey', Gk. (J.eXi, 'honey',

(laiCToa, Att. iJtIX'.TTa (for *\>£Ki-^m), 'bee',

lit. 'honey fly', pXtTxw (for '(xXmcd), 'I cut out

the comb of bees'. Alb. mjal, mjai te, honey",

Olr. mil, 'honey', Ir. milis, 'sweet', WBret. mel,

'honey', Goth, milip, 'honey', OE. mildeaw,

'honeydew, nectar', milisc, 'honeyed, sweet',

OHG. milsken, 'to sweeten'. See mUdew and cp.

melliferous, mellifluent. Cp. also meliceris, meU-

Ute, mcUlot, Melissa, molasses, mulse, caramel,

hydromel, oenomel.
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melammed, melamed, n., a Jewish teacher, esp.

teacher in a heder. — Heb. m lammedh,

'teacher', partic. ofUmmedh, 'he taught', Pi'el of

lamddh, 'he learned', orig. 'he exercised; ac-

customed to' (Pi'el is the intensive conjugation

;

sometimes, as in this case, it has causative force).

See Talmud.

Melampyrum, n., a genus of plants, the cow-

wheat (hot) — ModL., fr. Gk. [xsXafiTtGpov,

'black wheat', fr. [ji^Xa?, gen. lieXavo?, 'black',

and TtOpAi;, 'wheat'. See melano- and pyrene.

melan-, form of melano- before a vowel.

melancholia, n.— Late L. See melancholy,

melancholiac, n., one who suffers from melan-

cholia.— Formed fr. melancholia with suff. -ac.

melancholic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized

by, melancholy. — ME- melancolik, fr. MF.

(= F.) milancoUque, fr. Late L. meiancholicus,

fr. Gk. (ieXaYxoXw6i;, fr. (jtsXayxoXia. See next

word and -ic.

Derivative: melancholic-al-ly, adv.

melancholy, n. — ME. melancolie, fr. OF. melon-

colie (F. milancolie), fr. Late L. melancholia, fr.

Gk. \i.€Kar/jM.a., 'atrabiliousness', lit. 'black

bile', fr. [xeXS?, gen. lAeXavo;, 'black', and xokf\,

'bile'. See melano- and choler.

Derivative: melancholy, adj.

Melanesia, n., a group of islands in the Pacific,

extending from the Admiralty to the Fiji Is-

lands.—Compounded of melan- and Gk. v^ao?,

'island', which is prob. rel. to vr)-7sw. 'to swim',

fr. L-E. base *sna-, 'to flow'. See Indonesia and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: Melanesi-an, adj. and n.

melange, also melange, n., a mixture; medley. —
F. melange, fr. meler, 'to mix, mingle', fr. OF.

mesler. See meddle,

melanic, adj., characterized by melanism or

melanosis. — Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. jj.s-

Xa;, gen. (jieXavo?, 'black'. See melano-.

melanin, n., a black pigment found in the hair,

skin, etc. of animals (biochem^ — Formed with

chem. suff. -in fr. Gk. (i-^Xa?, gen. niXavo;,

'black'. See melano-.

melanism, n., abnormal development of dark

pigment in the skin, hair, eyes, etc. (physiol.) —
Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk. \xi\^c„ gen.

jAsXavo?, 'black'. See melano-.

melanite n., a black variety of garnet (mineral.)

— G Melanit, coined by the German geologist

and mineralogist A. 'Werner (1750-1817) in

1807 fr. Gk. [i-eXSi;, gen. [XEXavo?, 'black', and

suff. -it, which goes back to Gk. -Itt,?. See mela-

no- and subst. suff. -ite.

iuelano-, before a vowel melan-, combinme form

meaning 'black'. — Gk. (xeXavo-, (zeaocv-, fr.

utXa^, fem. (iiXaiva, neut. ^isXav (gen. [i-EXavoc,

resp. (JiEXaLvri?, n^Xocvo?), 'black', fr. I.-E. base

*mel-, 'dark, soiled, dirty', whence also Ol.

malindh, 'dirty, stained, black', Lith. melynas,

'blue', Lett, m^lns, 'black', mejs, 'dark blue',

OPruss. melne, 'abluespot',L.mu//e«j,'reddish',

Alb. mei-eriE, 'elm', Gk. |jniXXo(; (whence L.

mullus), 'red mullet'. See mullet, 'a fish', and cp.

the first element in melancholy and the second

element in Chaemomeles, Corimelaena, Hama-
melis.

Melanochroi, n. pi., members of the Caucasian

race having black hair and pale complexion. —
ModL., lit. 'black and pale', compounded of

melan- and Gk. Mxpi^s, 'pale'. See ocher and cp.

Xantochroi.

Derivatives: melanochro-ic, adj., melanochroid

(q.v.), melanochro-ism, n.

melanochroid, adj., melanochroic. — Com-
pounded of prec. word and Gk. -oeiStj?, 'like',

fr. elSog, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

melanoma, n., a tumor containing melanin (med.)

— Medical L., formed fr. melan- and suff. -oma.

melanosis, n., abnormal deposition of melanin in

the tissues of the body (med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk.fiEXavuaii;, 'abecomingblack',fr. [XEXavouv,

'to become black', fr. ixeXSi;, gen. (i^Xavo?,

'black'. See melano- and -osis.

melanotic, adj., affected with, or of the nature of,

melanosis. — See prec. word and -otic,

melanous, adj., having black hair and dark skin.

— Formed with suff. -ous fr. Gk. (Jt^Xaq, gen.

(xlXavoi;, 'black'. See melano-.

Melanthium, n., a genus ofplants (bat.)— ModL.,

lit. 'black flower', fr. melan- and Gk. Sv&o?,

'flower' ; see anther.

Melehior, masc. PN. — Lit. 'king of light', com-

pounded of Heb. melekh, 'king', and or, 'light'.

For the first element see Mameluke and cp.

malik, for the second see Urim.

Melchizedek, name of a priest-king, contempo-

rary of the patriarch Abram (Bible). — Heb.

Malki-tzedeq, lit. 'king of righteousness'. For

the first element see Mameluke and cp. prec.

word. The second element is rel. to Heb.

tzdddq, 'he was eighteous', tzaddtq, 'just, right-

eous'. See tzaddik.

meld, tr. and intr. v., in pinochle, to announce

for a score. — G. melden, 'to announce', fr.

MHO. melden, 'to betray, report', fr. OHG.
meldon, of s.m., which is rel. to OS. meldon, of

s.m., OE. meldian, 'to declare, tefl, display, pro-

claim', OE. meld, 'proclamation', Du. melden,

'to report; to mention', and perhaps cogn. with

Lith. meldiiii, meJsti, 'to request, pray'. Arm.

malt'em. 'I beg, request', Hitt. maid-, 'to tell,

pray'.

Derivative: meld, n., the act of melding.

meld, tr. and intr. v., to blend. — A blend of

melt and weld.

meldometer, n., an instrument for measuring

melting points.— Compounded of Gk. ixeXoeiv,

'to melt', and [li-cpov, 'measure'. See meal,

'edible grain', and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Meleagris, n., the genus of turkeys (ornithol.) —
ModL., fr. L. meleagris, 'guinea hen', fr. Gk.
[XEXeaypLi;, which is of uncertain origin. It is

perh. cogn. with Avestic m r ga, 'bird', Afghan

marya, of s.m. The Greek word was prob. in-

fluenced in form by the name of the Greek hero

MsX^aypo?, Meleagrus, son of Oeneus, king of

Calydon.

melee, mel^e, n., conflict, fray, skirmish. — F.

meUe, prop. fem. pp. of meler, 'to mix, mingle'.

See medley and cp. melange.

meli-, combining form meaning 'honey'. — Gk.

(jieXi-, fr. (i^Xi, gen. [xeXitoi;, 'honey', which

is cogn. with L. mel, gen. mellis, 'honey'. See

mel.

Melia, n., a genus of trees (bat.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. [AsXia, 'ash tree', which is of unknown
origin.

Melianthaceae, n. pi., a family of S. African

plants (bot.) — ModL., formed from next word
with suff. -aceae.

Melianthus, n., a genus of S. African plants (bot.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. (ilXi, 'honey',

and SvS^o?, 'flower'. See meli- and anther.

melic, adj., pertaining to song. — Gk. jiEXi>c6i;,

'of a song', fr. (xeXo?, 'limb, joint; part of musi-

cal phrase; song, tune', which is perh. cogn.

with Bret, meli, Co. mal, 'knuckle, joint', W.
cym-mal, 'joint', and with Toch. A mdlk-, 'to

join, unite'. Cp. the first element in melisma,

melodrama, melody, and the second element in

philomel, dulcimer. For the ending see adj. suff.

-ic. For the sense development of Gk. u,^Xoi;

cp. Ir. alt, 'limb; poem'.

Melica, n., a genus of grasses (bot.)— ModL., fr.

It. melica, meliga, melga, 'sorghum', which

prob. comes fr. ML. milica, a derivative of L.

milium, 'millet'. See millet.

Melicent, fem. PN. — See Milicent.

meliceris, also melicera, n., a kind oftumor (med.)

— L. meliceris, fr. Gk. (XEXixvjpii;, 'a tumor

looking like honeycomb', compounded of (x£Xt,

'honey', and tt.7\fhc„ 'beeswax'. See meli- and

cere.

melilot, n., a kind of clover. — ME. mellilot, fr.

MF. (= F.) melilot, fr. L. melilotos, 'a kind of

clover', fr. Gk. [isXiXoiToi;, (xeXcXoitov, which

is compounded of fxIXt, 'honey', and Xcot6?,

'lotus'. See meli- and lotus.

Melilotus, n., a genus of plants, the sweet clover

(bot.) — L. melilotos. See melilot.

melinite, n., a high explosive containing chiefly

picric acid. — F. melinite, formed with subst.

suff. -ite. fr. Gk. (jf/jXtvo?, 'pertaining to an

apple', fr. (xiiXov, 'apple'. See Malus, 'the genus

of apple trees', and cp. the second element in

marmalade and in camomile.

meliorability, n., the capability of being improv-

ed.— Coined by the English philosopher Jeremy

Bcniham (1748-1832) fr. L. meliur, 'belter'.

See meliorate and the suffixes -able and -ity.

meliorate, tr. and intr. v. — Late L. meliorStus,

pp. of meliorare. 'to make better, improve', fr.

melior, 'better', prob. with the original meaning
'stronger', fr. I.-E. base *mel-, 'strong, great,

numerous', whence also Gk. [LOLka, 'very, very



meliorism

much, quite', (xoiXXov, 'more, rather' (changed

from original *(i4XXov, under the Influence of

S-aTTOV, ^aaaov, 'quicker, sooner, rather'), (aA-

XttTTa, 'most, most strongly', L. multus (for

*mltos), 'much', Lett, mtlns, 'very much'. See

muiti- and verbal suff. -ate and cp. ameliorate.

Derivatives: meliorat-ion, n., meliorat-ive, adj.,

meliorat-or, n.

meUorism, n., the belief that the world tends to

become better. — Prob. coined by the English

novelist George Eliot (1819-80) fr. L. melior,

'better' (see prec. word), and suff. -ism.

meliorist, n., one who believes in meliorism. —
Formed with suff. -ist fr. L. melior, 'better'. See

meliorate.

Derivative: meliorist-ic, adj.

Melipona, n., a genus of honeybees of South

America {zooi:) — ModL., compounded of

meli- and Gk. koveiv, 'to toil, work hard'. For

the first element see meli-. The second element

derives fr. tcovo;, 'toil, labor', which stands in

gradational relationship to Tt^vif];, 'poor', tte-

via, 'poverty', jc^EoS-ai, 'to work for one's

living, to toil, labor'. Cp. Ponera and the second

element in geoponlc, leucopenia.

meUsma, n., melody, tune, vocal ornamentation

imus.) — ModL., fr. Gk. \j.iy.r.o\i.cL, gen. [xeXi-

oiiocTO?, 'song', fr. (x^Xoi;, 'song, tune'. See meUc.

For the ending see suff. -ma.

Derivative: melism-atic, adj.

Melissa, n., name of a genus of mints (hot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. (i^Xioaa, Alt. (X^XiTxa (for*(iE-

XiTta), 'bee', prop, 'honey fly', fr. [i^>^'. gen. [J.^>>i-

TO?, 'honey', which is cogn. with L. mel, gen.

mellis, 'honey' (see mel) ; so called in allusion to

the abundant honey yielded by the flowers.

Melissa, fem. PN. — L., lit. 'bee', fr. Gk. \d-

Xiaoa. See prec word.

Melkartb, Melcarth, n., name of the chief divinity

of Tyre. — Contraction of Phoen. melekh qart,

'king of the city'. Phoen. melekh, 'king', is rel.

to Heb. mdlekh, 'king'; see Mameluke and cp.

the first element in Melchior, Melchizedek.

Phoen. qart, 'town, city', is rel. to Heb. qiryd ,

qereth, of s.m., Aram, qiryd'', qiryd, 'town,

village', Arab. qdryJ*, 'village, town', of s.m.

Heb. qiryd'', etc., prob. meant orig. 'meeting

place', and derive fr. Heb. qdrd'', 'he met, en-

countered', resp. from its corresponding equiv-

alents. Cp. Phoen. Qarthaddsht (whence Gk.

Kapx-^Scov, L. Karthago, Carthago), 'Carthage',

lit. 'Newtown'.

meli, tr. and intr. v., to mix; to meddle (obsol.

and dial.)— ME. mellen, fr. OF. meller, mesler,

'to mix, mingle'. See meddle,

melli-, combining form meaning 'K5ney'. — L.

melli-, from the stem oimel, gen. mellis, 'honey'.

See mel.

melliferous, adj., producing honey. — Com-

pounded of L. mel, gen. mellis, 'honey', and the

stem oi ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See meUi- and

-ferons.

meUifluence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

meiunueiit, adj., mellifluous. — Lit. 'flowmg

with, or as with, honey', fr. L. mel, gen. mellis,

'honey', and fluens, gen. -entis, pres. part of

fluere, 'to flow'. See mel and fluent.

Derivatives : melUfluent-ly, adv.

mellifluous, adj., flowing with honey; sweet-

sounding. — Late L. mellifluus, 'flowing with,

or as with, honey', compounded of L. mel, gen.

mellis, 'honey', and fluere, 'to flow'. See prec.

word. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Derivatives: mellifluous-ly, adv., mellifluous-

ness, n.

mellow, adj., soft and ripe. — ME. melwe, mel-

owe, 'ripe, mature', prob. fr. OE. melu, 'meal,

flour'. See meal, 'edible grain'.

Derivatives: mellow, tr. and intr. v., mellow-ly,

adv., mellow-ness, n., mellow-y, adj.

melodeon, n., 1) a kind of reed organ; 2) a kind of

accordion (mw.) — Coined fr. Late L. melodia.

See melody,

melodic, adj., pertaining to, or of the nature of,

melody. — Late L. melodicus, fr. Gk. (xsXto-

Stzo?, fr. [XEXcoSta. See melody and -Ic.

melodious, adj.,' 1) full of melody; 2) pleasant to

the ear.— ME. , fr. MF. melodieus (F. melodieux),

fr. melodie (F. melodie). — See melody and -ous.

Derivatives: melodious-ly, adv., melodious-ness,

n.

melodist, n., a composer or singer of melodies. —
Formed fr. melody with suff. -ist.

melodize, tr. v., to render melodious; intr. v., to

compose melodies. — Formed fr. melody with

suff. -ize.

melodrama, n., 1) orig. a play with interspersed

songs; 2) now, a romantic and sensational

drama. — F. melodrame, fr. Gk. \xk\oc,, 'song',

and Spajxa, gen. SpifxaTO?, 'drama'. See melic

and drama.

Derivatives: melodramat-ic, adj., melodramat-ic-

al-ly, adv., melodramat-ist, n., melodramat-ize,

tr. V.

melody, n. — ME. melodie, fr. OF. melodie (F.

melodie), fr. Late L. melodia, fr. Gk. ixEXtoSia,

'chant, choral song', which is compounded of

(iEXo?, 'song', and <J>Sri, 'song'. See melic and

ode.

Derivative: melody, v.

Melolonthinae, n. pi., a subfamily of beetles in-

cluding the cockchafers (entomol.) — ModL.,

formed with suff. -inae fr. Gk. fxr,XoX6v^,

'cockchafer', which is of uncertain origin.

melon,n.—Late ME. meloun, fr. MF. (= ¥.) melon,

fr. L. metonem, ace. of melO, fr. Gk. (j.o/'.o..--oiv,

'melon', lit. 'apple-shaped ripe fruit', fr. (xijXov,

'apple', and ttettwv, 'ripe'. Cp. It. mellone, Sp.

melon, 'melon', which are of the same origin.

See Malus, 'the genus of apple trees', and pepsin.

Melothria, n., a genus of vines (bot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. [iTjXtO'&pov, a kind of white vine.

Melpomene, n., the Muse of tragedy {Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. MsXTzo\ihn\, lit. 'song-

stress', fr. (x^Xtieiv, [i.4X7reCTS«i, 'to sing', which

is of uncertain origin.

melt, intr. v., to become liquid; dissolve; tr. v., to

cause to melt. — ME. melten, fr. OE. meltan

{intr. v.), mieltan (tr. v.), rel. to ON. melta, 'to

digest', fr. I.-E. base *meld-, whence also Gk.

Ix^XSeiv, 'to melt', L. mollis (for *mold^is), 'soft,

mild'. See mollify.

Derivatives: melt-er, n., melt-ing, n., melt-ing-ly,

adv., melt-ing-ness, n.

melt, n., molten metal. — Fr. melt, v.

melton, n., smooth woolen cloth. — From Mel-

ton Mowbray, in Leicestershire (England), a

famous hunting center.

Derivative: melton, adj.

mem, n., name of the 13th letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. —• Heb mem, contraction of mdyim,

'water', which is rel. to Aram, mayyd, mayytn,

Arab, ma', Akkad. mU, 'water' ; so called in allu-

sion to the ancient form of this letter Cp. mim-

mation.

member, n. — ME. membre, fr. OF. (= F.) mem-
bre, fr. L. membrum, 'limb, member, part',

which stands for *mems-rom and is cogn. with

Ol. marpsdrp, 'flesh', Toch. B. misa (pi.). Arm.

mis (gen. msoy), 'flesh', Gk. ixrjpoi; (for *mems-

ro- or "mes-ro-), 'thigh' (lit. 'fleshy part'). Alb.

mii, 'flesh', Goth, mims, OSlav. m^so, OPruss.

mensd, Lett, miesa, 'flesh', Olr. mlr (for mems-

ro-, *mes-ro-), 'piece, bit', and prob. also with

Gk. (iijviy^ (for *memsninx, *mesninx), 'mem-

brane'. Cp. membrane, dismember, meninx.

Derivatives: member-ed, adj., member-less, adj.,

member-ship, n.

membranaceous, adj., membranous. —- Late L.

membrandceus, fr. L. membrdna. See next word

and -aceous.

membrane, n. —- L. membrdna, 'fine skin, mem-
brane, parchment', fr. membrum; see member.

The orig. meaning of L. membrdna was 'that

which covers the members (or a member) of the

body'.

membranous, adj. — F. membraneux (fem. mem-
braneuse), fr. membrane, fr. L. membrdna. See

prec. word and -ous.

membranula, membranule, n., a little membrane.
— L. membranula, dimin. of membrdna. See

membrane and -ule.

memento, n., something serving as a reminder. —
L. memento, 'remember', imper. of meminisse,

'to remember', which is cogn. with Gk. |x£[jtova,

'I am very eager, I purpose, intend', fr. l.-E.

base *men-, 'to think, to have one's mind arous-

ed', whence also L. mens, 'mind, understand-

ing, reason', Goth, muns, 'thought, mind', OE.
gemynd, 'memorj''. See mind and cp. words

there referred to.

Memnon, n., an Ethiopian king slain by Achilles

in the Trojan war {Greek mythol.) — L. Mem-
non, fr. Gk. M4(iveov, a word of uncertain ety-

mology. It possibly stands for •M48(io>v and lit.

means 'ruler', fr. [x^Stov, which is prop, the

pres. part, of the ancient verb (i^Seiv, 'to pro-

tect, rule over', hence is ofthe same origin as the

second element in the name 'AyajA^pivcijv. See

Agamemnon.
memo, n. — Short for memorandum.

Derivative: memo, tr. v., to make a memoran-

dum of.

memoir, n., biography, biographical notice. — F.

mimoire, orig. 'something written to be kept in

mind', masc, derived fr. mdmoire, fem., 'mem-

ory', fr. L. memoria. See memory.

memorabilia, n. pi., things worth remembering.

— L. memorabilia, neut. pi. of memordbilis. See

next word.

memorable, adj.— ME., fr. L. memordbilis, 'mem-

orable, remarkable, worthy to be remem-

bered', fr. memordre, 'to call to mind', fr. memor.

See memory and -able.

Derivatives: memorable-ness, n., memorabl-y,

adv.

memorandum, n. — L., 'something to be remem-

bered', gerundive of memordre. See prec. word.

For other Latin gerundives used in EngUsh cp.

agenda and words there referred to.

memorial, adj. — ME., fr. OF. memorial (F.

memorial), fr. L. memoridlis, 'of memory', fr.

memoria. See memory and adj. suff. -al.

memorial, n. — Subst. use of prec. word. Cp. L.

memoridle, 'a memorial', prop. neut. of the adj.

memoridlis.

Derivatives: memorial-ist, n., memorial-ize, tr. v.

memorize, tr. v., to commit to memory. —
Formed fr. memory with suff. -ize.

Derivative: memoriz-ation, n.

memory, n. — ME. memorie, fr. OF. memorie (F.

memoire), fr. L. memoria, 'memorif', fr. memor,

'mindful', which stands for "me-mor and de-

rives fr. I.-E. *mer-{s)mer-, reduplication of

base *{s)mer-, 'to care for, be anxious about,

think, consider, remember'. From the redupli-

cated base derive also Avestic mimara-, 'mind-

ful', OE. gemimor, 'known', mdmrian, 'to plot,

design', Du. mijmeren, 'to ponder'. Cp.—with

full reduplication of base *mer-—Gk. [i^pfxEpo?,

'causing anxiety, mischievous, baneful', (x^p-

jX7)pa (poet.), 'care, trouble', [xspfxatpEtv, (xEp-

[iTjpit^eiv, 'to be anxious, to ponder'. Arm. mor-

mok' (for *mermero- or *mormoro-), 'regret,

grief. The simple base *{s)mer- appears in Ol.

smdrati, Avestic maraiti, 'remembers', Gk. [J-Epi-

[jLva, 'care, thought', |jiEpi[xviv, 'to care for, be

anxious', Serbo-Croat mdriti, 'to care for',

Goth, maurnan, OE. murnan, 'to be anxious

for', W. marth, 'sadness, anxiety', and possibly

also in L. mora, 'hesitation, delay', Olr. maraim,

'I remain'. Cp. memoir, commemorate, remem-
ber. Cp. also martyr, mourn, smriti. Cp. also

moratory.

mem-sahib, n., a word by which Indian speakers

address a European woman. — Hind, mem-



sahib, fr. mem, 'woman, lady' (fr. E. ma'am),

and Arab, sahib, 'master'. See ma'am and sahib,

men, n. — PI. of man.

-men, L. suff. used to form neuter nouns. — Fr.

I.-E. *-mg, whence also the Greek suff. -\xa..

See -m, -ma, -ment.

menace, n. — ME. manace, fr. OF. manace,

menace (F. menace), fr. VL. mindcia (occurring

already in Plautus), 'threat, menace', fr. L.

mindx, gen. mindcis, 'projecting; threatening',

fr. mindri, 'to threaten'. Cp. It. minaccia, Sp.

amenaza, 'threat', which, also derive fr.VL. mind-

cia. See minatory and cp. amenable, demeanor,

imminent, manada, promenade,

menace, tr. and intr. v. — ME. menacen, fr. OF.

manacer, menacer (F. menacer), fr. VL. *mind-

cidre, 'to threaten', fr. mindcia. See menace, n.

Derivatives: menac-er, n., menac-ing, adj.,

menac-ing-ly, adv.

menage, menage, n., 1) household; 2) manage-

ment of a household.— F. manage, fr. OF. mais-

nage, mesnage, fr. VL. mdnsiondticum, lit. 'that

which pertains to the house', fr. L. mansio,

gen. mdnsionis, 'a staying, remaining, night

quarters, station, place of abode, halting place',

fr. manere, 'to stay, remain' (in VL., 'to dwell').

See remain and -age and cp. manor, manse,

mansion, messuage.

menagerie, n., collection of wild animals kept in

captivity. — F. menagerie, formed fr. mdnage

with suff. -erie. See prec. word and -ery.

Derivative: menager-ist, n.

Menaspis, n., an extinct genus of sharks (paleon-

tol.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. [aV^.

'moon', and dcTTtt?, 'shield'; so called in allu-

sion to the crescentlike shape. See meno-,

'month', and aspidium.

mend, tr. and intr. v. — Aphetic for amend (q.v.)

Derivatives: mend, n., mend-er, n., mend-ing, n.,

mend-able,&Ai.

mendacious, adj., lying, untruthful. — Fr. L.

menddx, gen. -dcis, 'lying, false, mendacious',

orig. meaning 'faulty', which is rel. to mendum,

menda, 'defect, blemish, fault'; see amend and

-acious and cp. mendicant. The sense develop-

ment of L. menddx was influenced by mentior,

mentiri, 'to speak falsely, lie, deceive', with

which it has nothing in common.
Derivatives: mendacious-ly, adv., mendacious-

ness, n.

mendacity, n. — Late L. menddcitds, 'falsehood,

mendacity', fr. L. menddx, gen. -dcis. See men-

dacious and -ity.

mendelevium, n., a radioactive element, produced

"s" b" bombardment of einsteinium (^-A^m.) —
ModL., named after the Russian chemist Dmi-

tri Ivanovich Mendeleev (1834-1907). For the

ending see chem. suff. -ium.

Mendelian, adj., pertaining to the Austrian biol-

ogist Gregor Johann Mendel (1822-84) or his

laws of heredity.

Mendelianism, Mendelism, n., the laws of hered-

ity enunciated by Gregor Johann Mendel. —
See prec. word and -ism.

mendicancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

mendicant, n., a beggar. — L. mendicdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of mendlcdre, 'to beg', fr.

mendlcus, 'beggar', prop, 'an infirm, wretched,

miserable person', fr. mendum, 'blemish, fault'.

See mendacious and -ant and cp. maund, 'to

beg'.

mendicity, n., state of being a beggar. — ME.

mendicite, fr. OF. (= F ) mendicite, fr. L. men-

dlcitdtem, ace. of mendlcitds, 'beggary, mendic-

ity', fr. mendicus. See prec. word and -ity.

meneghinite, n., a lead antimony sulfide (mm-

gral.) — Named after the Italian mineralogist

Giuseppe Meneghini (1811-89). For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

Menelaus, n., a king of Sparta, brother of Aga-

memnon and husband of Helen (^Greek mylhol.)

— L., fr. Gk. MeveXao;, lit. 'resisting the

people', fr. jxsveiv, 'to stay, abide, remain', and

Xa6i;, 'people'. See meno-, 'remaining', and lay,

'pertaining to the laity'.

menhaden, n., a kind of large herring used as fer-

tilizer. — Corruption of Narragansett Indian

munnawhatteaug, 'menhaden', fr. munnawhat,

'fertilizer'.

menhir, n., an upright monumental stone (archae-

ol.)— F., lit. 'a long stone', fr. Bret, maen, men,

'stone', and Mr, 'long'. Bret, maen, men is rel. to

W. maen, Co. men, 'stone' ; cp. the second ele-

ment in dolmen. Bret. Mr is rel. to Olr. sir, 'long,

everlasting', and cogn. with L. serus, 'late'; see

serotine and cp. since.

menial, adj., fit for servants ; domestic ; servile ; n.,

a domestic servant. — Orig. 'pertaining to the

household', fr. ME. meynal, fr. AF. menial,

meignal, fr. meinie, 'household', which corre-

sponds to OF. mesnie, fr. VL. *mdnsiondta, fr.

L. mdnsidnem. See mansion and cp. meinie,

manage.

Derivative: menial-ly, adv.

mening-, form of meningo- before a vowel.

meninges, n. pi., the three membranes envelop-

ing the brain and spinal cord (anat.) — Med-

ical L., pi. of meninx, fr. Gk. !x?,viy5, 'mem-

brane'. See meninx.

meningitis, n., inflammation of the meninges

{med.) — Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr.

Gk. (i^viyS, gen. (iriviYYOi;, 'membrane'. See

meninx.

Derivative: meningit-ic, adj.

meningo-, before a vowel mening-, combining

form meaning 'pertaining to the meninges,

meningeal'. — Gk. (jnr)viYYo-. \i-'r,'"-T;-' fr. (iTJ-

viyS. gen. [j.7)viyto?> 'membrane'. See meninx.

meningocele, n., tumor on the brain (med.) —
Compounded of meningo- and Gk. •y-r[>cr^, 'tu-

mor, swelling'. See -cele.

meninx. n., one of the three membranes envel-

oping the brain and spinal cord {anat.)— Med-

ical L., fr. Gk. (i^vty?, 'membrane', which

prob. stands for *memsninx, *mesninx, and is

rel. to Gk. (iiopiis (for *mems-ro- or *mes-ro-),

'thigh', and cogn. with L. membrum (for *mems-

rom), 'member'. See member and cp. myringa.

Derivatives: meninge-al, adj., mening-ism. n.,

meningitis (q.v.)

meniscus, n., a crescent.— ModL., fr. Gk. [xrjvE-

ay.oQ, 'lunar crescent', dimin. of (jitivy), 'moon',

which is rel. to [XYIV, 'month'. See meno-,

'month'.

Derivatives: menisc-al, menisc-ate, adjs.

menispermaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the

moonseed family {hot.) — ModL., formed fr.

Menispermum with suff. -aceae.

menispermaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Menispermum, n., a genus of plants, the moon-

seed {hot.) — ModL., lit. 'moonseed', fr. Gk.

[XTjVT], 'moon', which is rel. to \i.r\-t, 'month', and

<j7ilp[ia, 'seed'. See meno-, 'month', and sperm.

meno-, combining form meaning 'month'. — Gk.

[X7)vo-, fr. [ji.if]V) gen. \xTp6c,, 'month', which is

rel. to [XTjVT], 'moon'. See moon and cp. menis-

cus, catamenia, emmenic, neomenia.

meno-, combining form meaning 'remaining',

as in Menobranchus (zool.)— Fr. Gk. (aeveiv, 'to

remain', which is cogn. with L. manere, 'to re-

main'. See mansion and cp. the first element in

Menelaus.

Menobranchus, n., a genus of amphibians having

a broad tail and large external gills; called also

Necturus (zool.) — ModL., compounded of

meno-, 'remaining', and ppdyxia (pi.) 'gills'.

See branchia.

menology, n., a calendar ofthe months.— ModL.
menologium, fr. Late Gk. ^lt^voXoyiov, which is

compounded of Gk. [iTjv, gen. (jitjvoi;, 'month',

and Xoyoi;, 'word, speech, discourse, account'.

See meno-, 'month', and -logy.

menopause, n., period of life during which men-

struation ceases. — Compounded of meno-,

'month', and Gk. Tiauan;, 'a stopping, ceasing',

fr. Ttaiieiv, 'to cause to cease'. See pause.

Derivative: menopaus-al, adj.

Menorah, n., the seven-branched candelabrum in

the Tabernacle and in the Temple of Jerusalem.

— Heb. minora'', 'candlestick', from stem n-w-r,

'to give light, shine', whence also ner, 'lamp' ; rel.

to Aram.-Syr. nUr, 'fire', Arab, nara, 'shone',

nur, 'hght', ndr, 'fire', Aram, m nartd, 'candle-

stick', Arab. mandrJ', 'candlestick; lighthouse;

tower of a mosque', Akkad. nuru, 'light', nawd-

ru, namdru, 'to give light, shine'. Cp. the second

element in Abner. Cp. also minaret and the last

element in Koh-i-noor.

menorrhagia, n., excessive menstruation (med.)

— Medical L., compounded of meno-, 'month',

and Gk. -ppayia, 'a bursting forth', from the

stem of pTf)Yvuvai, 'to burst forth'. See -rrfaagia.

mensal, adj., pertaining to, or used at, the table.

— Late L. mensdlis, fr. L. mensa, 'table', which

is prob. identical with mensa, fern. pp. of metlri,

'to measure', and short for tabula mensa, 'a

measured board'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm',

and adj. suff. -al and cp. commensal. Cp. also

mesa.

mensal, adj., monthly. — Fr. L. mensis, 'month'.

See next word and adj. suff. -al.

menses, n., the monthly discharge of blood from

the uterus.— L. menses, 'months', pi. of mensis.

See moon and cp. words there referred to.

Menshevik, menshevik, n., 1) orig. (from 1903) a

member of the less radical faction ofthe Russian

Social Democratic Party ; 2) later (since the rev-

olution of Nov. 7, 1917), a member of a group

forming one of the parties opposing the policy

of the Soviet government. — Russ., lit. 'one of

the minority' (i.e. mensheviki), fr. menshe,

'smaller, less'; so called with reference to the

party that fought the more radical faction of the

Bolsheviki, i.e. the 'majority' party (see Bolshe-

vik). Russ. menshe derives fr. I.-E. base *men-,

'to lessen, diminish'. See minimum.

Derivative: Menshevik, menshevik, adj.

menstrual, adj., 1) pertaining to the menses; 2)

monthly (astron.) — ME. menstruaU, fr. L.

menstrudlis, 'monthly', fr. menstruus, 'pertaining

to a month, monthly', fr. mensis. See menses.

menstruate, intr. v., to discharge the menses. —
L. menstrudtus, pp. of menstruate, 'to menstru-

ate', fr. menstruus. See menstrual and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative: menstruat-ion, n.

menstruous, adj., pertaining to, or having, the

menses. — L. menstruus; see menstrual. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

menstruum, n., a liquid dissolving a sohd body

(originally a term of alchemy). — ML., prop,

neut. of L. menstruus, 'monthly'. See menstrual.

mensurable, adj. — Late L. mensHrdbilis, 'that

which can be measured', fr. mensurdre, 'to meas-

ure', fr. L. mensSra. See measure and -able and

cp. measurable.

Derivatives: mensurabil-ity, n., mensurable-ness,

n., mensurabl-y, adv.

mensural, adj., 1) pertaining to measure; 2) meas-

urable (mus.)— ML. mensurdtis, 'pertaining to

measure', fr. L. mensura. See measure and adj.

suff. -al.

mensuration, n., the act of measuring. — Late L.

mensurdtio, gen. -onis, 'a measuring', fr. mensu-

rdtus, pp. of mensurdre, 'to measure', fr. L.

mensura. See measure and -ation.

-ment, suff. expressing 1) verbal action or its re-

sult; 2) place of action. — L. -mentum, a secon-

dary form of suff. -men. See -men.

mental, adj., pertaining to the mind. — MH., tr.

MF. (= F.), fr. Late L. mentdlis, 'mental', fr. L.

mens, gen. mentis, 'mind, understanding,

reason', which is cogn. with OI. matih, mdtih,

'thought, mind', Goth, gamunds, OE. gemynd,

'memory, remembrance'. Seemindand cp. words
there referred to. For the ending see adj. suff. -al.
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Derivatives: mental-ity, n., mental-ly, adv.

mental, adj., pertaining to the chin (anat. and

2ool ) — F. mental, formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. mentum, 'chin', for I.-E. "mntdm, fr. *mnto-,

whence also W. mant, 'jawbone, mouth" (Mir.

mant, 'gums', is a Welsh loan word) ;
lit. 'some-

thing projecting', fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to pro-

ject', seen in minari, 'to jut out, project', e-

minere, 'to stand out, project', mons, gen.

montis, 'mountain'. See mount, 'mountam', and

cp. mento-, mentonniere.

mentation, n., mental function. — Formed with

suff. -ation fr. L. mens, gen. mentis. See mental,

'pertaining to the mind'.

Mentha, n., a genus of plants, the mint (tof.) —
L. mentha. See mint, 'an aromatic plant'.

Menthaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the mmt

family; synonym of Lamiaceae (bot.)— ModL.,

formed fr. Mentha with suflf. -aceae.

menthaceous, adj.- See prec. word and -aceous.

menthene, n., a hydrocarbon, Ci„H,„ obtamed

fr. menthol {chem). — Formed fr. menth(ol)

with suff. -ene.

menthol, n., a white crystalline substance,

C H OH, obtained from oil of peppermmt

(diem:) — Coined by Oppenheim in 1861 (see

Annalen der Chemie und Pharmacie, CXX,

352) fr. L. mentha (see Mentha) and suff. -ol (fr.

L. oleum, 'oil').

menti-, combining form denoting the mind.— Fr.

L. mens, gen. mentis. See mental, 'pertammg to

the mind'.

mention, n. — ME. mencioun, fr. OF (- K)

mention, fr. L. mentionem, ace. of mentio, a

speaking of, a calling to mind', fr. mens, gen.

mentis. See mental, 'pertaining to the mind', and

-ion.

mention, tr. v. — F. mentionner, fr. mention. See

mention, n.

Derivatives: mention-able, adj., mention-er, n.

mento-, combining form denoting the chin (anat.)

— Fr. L. mentum, 'chin'. See mental, 'pertaining

to the chin'.

mentonniere, n., a piece of armor for the protec-

tion of the chin. — F., fr. menton, 'chin', fr. VL.

"mentonem, ace. of 'mento, fr. L. mentum

(whence It. mento, 'chin'). See mental, 'per-

taining to the chin'.

Mentor, n., friend and adviser ofOdysseus (Greek

mythol.y, hence mentor, a wise adviser. — L.

Mentor, fr. Gk. M^vxtop, lit. 'one who thinks',

cogn. with OI. man-tdr-, 'one who thinks', L.

mon-i-tor, 'one who admonishes' (fr. monitus,

pp. of monere, 'to advise, warn, admonish'), fr.

l.-fc. base ^men-, 'to iMak'. Sec mind and -tor

and cp. monitor,

mentum, n., the chin (a«ar.) — L. See mental,

'pertaining to the chin'.

Mentzelia, n., a genus of plants (hot.)— ModL.,

named after the German botanist Christian

Mentzel (1622-1701). For the ending sec 1st suff.

-la.

menu, n., 1) a detailed list of food ; 2) bUl of fare

;

3) the food served. — F., fr. the adj. menu,

'small, detailed', fr. L. minutus, 'small', ht. 'made

smaller', pp. of minuere, 'to make smaller, di-

minish, lessen'. See minute, adj., and cp. minuet

and the first element in miniver.

Menyanthaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (hot.)—
ModL., formed fr. Menyanthes with suff. -aceae.

menyanthaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Menyanthes, n., a genus of plants, the buckbean

tj,gt.)— ModL., irregularly formed fr. Gk. ixtjv,

'month' and Sv&o;, 'flower'. See meno-, 'month',

and anther. ^ . . u
Menziesia, n., a genus of plants of the heath

family (6o?.) — ModL., named after the bo-

tanist Archibald Menzies (1754-1842), who

brought the species from the North West Coast

of America. For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Mephistopheles, n., the name of the evil spirit in

the Faust legend. — G., according to Schroer

(see Faust, ed. 1886, 1, 25), compounded of Heb.

mephttz, 'destroyer', and tophil, 'liar' (which is

short for tophel sheqer, lit. 'falsehood plasterer',

see Job 13:4). This etymology is supported by

the fact that the names of devils are in most

cases derived from Hebrew.

Derivatives: Mephistophele-an, Mephistopheli-

an Mephistophel-ic, Mephistophel-ist-ic, adjs.

mephitic, adj., exhaling poison from the earth; of

poisonous smell. — Late L. mephiticus, fr. L.

mephitis. See mephitis and adj. suff. -ic.

mephitis, n., poisonous exhalation from the earth

;

a poisonous smell. — L. mefitis (less correctly

spelled mephitis) ; of Oscan origin.

mercanHle, adj., commercial.- F., fr. It. mercan-

tile, fr. L. mercdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, ot

mercari, 'to trade, trafiBc, buy, purchase', fr.

merx, gen. mercis, 'merchandise, wares', which

is of uncertain origin. Cp. market, mart, Mer-

cedes, mercenary, merchandise, merchant, mercy,

amerce, commerce.

mercantilism, n., the mercantile system. — F.

mercantilisme, fr. mercantile. See mercantile and

-ism.

mercantUist, n., a believer in mercantilism. —
See mercantile and -ist.

mercaptan, n., any of a class of compounds anal-

ogous to the alcohols and combining readily

with mercury (chem.) - G. Mercaptan, Mer-

kaptan, coined by Zeise in 1834 fr. ML. (corpus)

mer(curium) captans, 'striving to seize mercury .

For the first element see mercury. L. captans is

pres. part, of captdre, 'to seize; to strive after',

which is freq. of capere (pp. captus), 'to seize .

See captive and cp. captation.

Mercator Gerhardus, Flemish geographer (1512-

94). — Latinized from his original name Ger-

hard Kremer (kremer means 'tradesman, dealer',

and was rendered lit. by L. mercator).— Hence

Mercator's projection, a method of making

maps.

Mercedes, fem. PN.— Sp. (abbreviation otMaria

de las Mercedes, 'Mary of mercies'), pi. of mer-

ced, 'mercy, grace', fr. L. mercedem, ace. of

merces, 'hire, pay, reward'. See next word.

mercenary, adj. — ME. mercenarie, fr. L. merce-

nSrius, 'hired, paid', which prob. derives fr.

*mercennos, for *mercednos, 'of pay, for hire',

fr. merces, gen. -edis, 'hire, pay, reward', fr.

merx, gen. mercis. See mercantile and adj. suff.

-ary and cp. mercy.

Derivatives: mercenary, n., mercenari-ly, adv.,

mercenari-ness, a.

mercer, n., a dealer in textile. — F. mercier,

'trader', fr. VL. *mercidrius, fr. L. merx. gen.

mercis. See mercenary.

mercerize, tr. v., to treat (cotton) with a caustic

alkali. — Formed with suff. -ize from the name

of the inventor John Mercer (1791-1866).

Derivative: merceriz-ation, n.

mercery, n., 1) mercers' goods; 2) a mercer's

trade or shop — ME. mercerie, fr. OF. (= F.)

mercerie, fr. mercier. See mercer and -y (repre-

senting F. -ie).

merchandise, n. — ME. marchaundise, fr. OF.

marcheandise (F. marchandise), fr. OF. mar-

cheant, 'merchant'. See next word and subst.

suff. -ise.

Derivative: merchandise, intr. and tr. v.

merchant, n. — ME., fr. OF. marcheant (later

marchant, marchand, F. marchand), fr. VL.

*mercdtantem, ace. of *mercdtans, pres. part, of

*mercdtdre (whence OProveng. mercadar, 'to

trade'), fr. L. mercdtus, 'trade, place for trade,

market place', fr. mercdri. See mercantile and

-ant. It. mercatante, Sp. mercadante, 'merchant',

also derive fr. VL. *mercdtantem.

Derivative: merchant-ry, n.

merchant, intr. and tr. v.— ME. marchaunden, fr.

OF. marcheander (F. marchander), fr. mar-

cheant. See merchant, n.

Derivative: merchant-able, adj.

Mercurialis, n., a genus of plants, the mercury

^hot.) — L., short for herba Mercurialis, name

of a plant mentioned by Pliny, lit. meaning 'be-

longing to the god Mercury'. See Mercury.

Mercury, n., 1) the god of traders and thieves and

the messenger of the gods in Roman mythology

;

identified later with the Greek Hermes; 2)

name of the smallest planet in the solar system.

— L. Mercurius, fr. Etruscan *Mercura, a di-

vinity introduced from Etruria into Rome
about the end of the sixth century B.C.E. (see

Ribezzo in Rivista indo-greco-italica, 15,99);

prob. not related to L. merx, gen. mercis, 'mer-

chandise'. Cp. mercury, the element.

mercury, n., name of a siivery-white, fluid me-

tallic element (chem.)— Named after Mercury,

the messenger of the gods in Greek mythology;

prob. so called because of the great mobility of

this element.

Derivatives: mercuri-al, adj., mercuri-al-ly, adv.,

mercuri-al-ness,n.,mercur-ic,SLd}.,mercur-ous,ads.

mercy, n.— ME. merci, fr. OF. mercit, merci (F.

merci), fr. L. mercedem, ace. of merces, 'hire,

pay, reward' (in VL. also 'favor, pity'), fr. merx,

gen. mercis, 'merchandise, wares'. It. merce, Sp.

merced, 'favor, grace, mercy', also derive fr. L.

mercedem. See mercantile and cp. gramercy.

Derivatives: merci-ful, adj., merci-ful-ly, adv.,

merci-ful-ness, n., merci-less, adj., merci-less-ly,

adv., merci-less-ness, n.

mercy seat. — Coined by Tyndale; prop, a loan

translation of Luther's gnadenstuhl, an inexact

rendering of Heb. kapporeth, which lit. means

'propitiatory', fr. kipper, 'he propitiated, expi-

ated'.

merd, n., dung (obsol.) — F. merde, fr. L. merda,

'dung', which is of uncertain origin.

mere, n., 1) the sea; 2) a lake (archaic or dial.)—
ME. mere, fr. OE. mere, 'sea, lake', rel. to ON.

marr, OS. meri, 'sea', Du. meer, 'lake', OHG.
mari, meri, MHG. mer, G. Meer, 'sea', Goth.

marei, 'sea', mari-saiws 'lake', and cogn. with

L. mare, 'sea', OSlav. morje, 'sea', Lith. mares,

'sea, Baltic Sea', Olr. muir (fr. OCeltic *mori),

Co., W. mor, 'sea', Gaul. Are-morici, 'people

living near the sea'. Cp. mare, 'sea', maremma,

marine, marram grass, marsh, moor, 'waste

ground', morass, the first element in meerkat,

meerschaum. Merlin, mermaid, merman, Muriel,

the second element in cormorant, Pomeranian,

rosemary, and the last element in bcche-de-mer.

mere, n., a boundary; a landmark. — ME., fr.

OE. mSre, gemxre, 'boundary', rel. to ON.

mieri, landa-mieri, 'boundary, border land',

MDu. mere, 'boundary mark, stake', and prob.

cogn. with L. murus, 'wall'. See mural.

mere, adj., pure. — ME., fr. L. merus, 'pure, un-

mixed', orig. prob. 'bright, clear', cogn. with

OE. d-merian, 'to purify', Olr. e-mer, 'not clear',

and prob. also with OI. mdricih marici, 'ray,

beam', Gk. [xapixaipEiv, 'to gleam, glimmer', fr.

I.-E. base *mer-, 'to gleam, glimmer, sparkle'.

See mom and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: merely, adv.

merel, n., the morris game.— ME. merel, 'coun-

ter', fr. OF. merel, marel, 'counter quoit' (whence

F. marelle, 'hopscotch'); of uncertain origin.

Cp. morris, 'an old game'.

meretricious, adj., pertaining to a prostitute. —
L. meretrlcius, 'pertaining to harlots', fr. mere-

trix, gen. -ids, 'harlot', lit. 'one who earns mon-

ey (scil. by prostitution)', fr. merer! (pp. meri-

tus), 'to earn'. See merit and -ous.

Derivatives: meretricious-ly, adv., meretricious-

ness, n.

merganser, n., any of several ducks constituting

the ^ubfamily Mcrginac {oniithol.) ModL.,

compounded of L. mergus, a kind ofdiving bird,

fr. mergere, 'to dip, immerse, plunge', and anser,

'goose'. See merge and Anser.

merge, tr. and intr. v., to combine. — L. mergd,

mergere, 'to dip, immerse, plunge', which stands

for *mezgS (see rhotacism) and is cogn. with OI.
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mdjjati, 'dives under', majjayati, 'causes to dive

under', Lith. mazgoju, mazgdti, Lett, mazgdju,

mazgdt, 'to wash'. Cp. Mergus. Cp. also demer-

sal, emerge, emergency, emersion, immerge, im-

merse, immersion, Mergus, submerge, submer-

sion.

Derivatives : merge, n., merg-ence, n., merg-er, n.

merger, n., the absorption of an estate, contract,

etc., in another {law). — Formed on analogy of

OF. infinitives used as nouns. See prec. word

and cp. user.

Merginae, n., subfamily of the mergansers (orni-

thol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -inae fr. L.

mergus. See next word.

Mergus, n., the typical genus of the mergansers

(ornithol.) — L. mergus, 'diver', fr. mergere. See

merge.

mericarp, n., one of the two carpels forming a

cremocarp (bot.) — F. mericarpe, compounded

of Gk. [lipoq, 'part', and xapTti;, 'fruit'. See

mere-, 'part', and carpel and cp. cremocarp,

carpophore.

meridian, adj., pertaining to noon; on, or per-

taining to, a meridian; n., the highest point at-

tained by a heavenly body; (geogr.) an imagi-

nary circle passing through the poles and any

given point on the earth's surface. — ME. meri-

dien, fr. OF. meridien (F. meridien), fr. L. merl-

dianus, 'of midday, of noon, of the south', fr.

meridies, 'midday, noon, south', which was

formed—prob. under the influence of merus,

'pure',—fr. *medei-die, dissimilation of *mediei-

die, fr. medius, 'middle', and dies, 'day'. See

media, 'voiced stop consonant', and dies non.

For the ending see suff. -an.

meridional, adj., pertaining to a meridian; south-

ern. — Late ME., fr. OF. meridional (F. meri-

dional), fr. Late L. merldiondlis, 'of midday, of

the south', enlarged fr. merldialis, of s.m., fr.

meridies, 'midday, noon, south' (see meridian),

on analogy of its antonym septentriondlis, 'of

the north", fr. septentrio, gen. -onis, 'north' (see

septentrional. Cp. Arab, shamli, 'northern', and

janbf, 'southern', shortened fr. shamdlf, resp.

janubi, on analogy of sharqi 'eastern', and

gharbl, 'western".

Derivatives: meridional-ly, adv., meridional-ity,

n.

meringue, n., whites of eggs mixed with sugar,

baked and browned. — F. meringue, of un-

known origin.

Derivative: meringu-ed, adj.

merino, n., a flne-wooled breed of sheep origi-

nating in NW. Africa.— Sp. merino, named after

Bent Merin, a Ber'oci liibc of NW. Africa.

merism, n., synecdoche in which a totality is ex-

pressed by two contrasting parts, as high and

low, rich andpoor (rhet.)— ModL. merismus, fr.

Gk. (XEpiafi^?, 'dividing, partition', fr. ^eptt^etv,

'to divide', fr. \i.i?oq, 'part'. See mere-, 'part',

and -ism and cp. next word. Cp. also allome-

rism, tautomerism.
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merismatic, adj., capable of active division (of

cells). — Formed with 1st suff. -atic fr. ModL.
merisma, fr. Gk. ii^piajia, 'division', fr. (le-

ptl^eiv, 'to divide', fr. (i^po?, 'part'. See mere-,

'part'.

meristem, n., cell-tissue growing and capable of

division (pot.) — Fr. Gk. (jiepiaTdi;, 'divided',

verbal adj. of (j.ept^eiv, 'to divide', fr. (X^pos,

'part'. See mero-, 'part'.

Derivative: meristem-atic, adj.

merit, n.— ME., merite, merit, fr. OF. merite (F.

merite), fr. L. meritum, 'desert, reward, merit',

prop. neut. pp. of merere, mereri, 'to earn, ob-

tain, deserve, merit", fr. I.-E. base *{s)mer-, 'to

allot, assign', whence also Gk. \Lsfoc,, 'part,

lot', [jLeipofxai (for *[iep!,o[iat), 'I receive my
share', |xoTpa(for*ix6p!,a), 'share, fate', (xopog,

'fate, destiny, doom', Hitt. mar-k, 'to divide (a

sacrifice)'. Cp. mere-, 'part', and words there

referred to. Cp. also demerit, emeritus, meretri-

cious,

merit, tr. v.— MF. (= F.) meriter, fr. merite. See

merit, n.

Derivatives: merit-ed, adj., merit-ed-ly, adv.,

merit-er, n.

meritorious, adj. — ME., fr. L. meritorius, 'that

for which money is paid, that by which money

is earned', fr. meritus, pp. of merere, mereri. See

merit, n., and -orious and cp. demeritorious.

Derivatives: meritorious-ly, adv., meritorious-

ness, n.

merle, also merl, n., the blackbird. — F. merle, fr.

L. merula, 'blackbird', which stands for *mesola

(see rhotacism), and is cogn. with OE. osle (for

*amsle), 'ouzel'. See amsel, ouzel and cp. Meru-

Kus.

merlin, n., a small, strong European falcon {Fal-

co aesalon).— ME. meriloun, fr. AF. merilun, fr.

OF. esmerillon (F. emerillon), fr. OF. esmeril, fr.

Prankish *smiril, which is rel. to OHG. smerlo,

smiril, MHG. smirel, smirlin, G. Schmerl,

'merlin', MHG. smerle, smerlinc, G. Schmerle,

'loach' (name of a fish). It. smeriglio, smeriglione,

OProven?- esmirle and Sp. esmerejon, 'merlin',

are also Teut. loan words.

Merlin, n., in medieval legend, a Welsh magician

and seer who lived at King Arthur's court. —
ML. Merlinus, fr. W. Merddin, Myrddin, fr.

OCeltic *Mori-dunon, a name Ut. meaning 'of

the seahiir, fr. *mori, 'sea', and *dunom, 'hill'.

See mere, 'sea', and dun, 'hill'.

merlon, n., the solid part of a battlement. — F.

merlon, fr. It. merlone, augment, of merlo, merla,

'battlement', prob. contraction of mergola, di-

ir.in. formed fr. L. mefce, 'a two-pronged pitch-

fork', lit. 'that which is used for plucking off',

rel. to merges, 'sheaf, and possibly cogn.^ with

Gk. i(jt£pYEtv, 'to gather (fruit, etc.)', oixop-

yvuvai, 'to wipe', and OI. mrjdti, 'wipes'.

mermaid, n. — Lit. 'maid of the sea', fr. ME.
meremaid. See mere, 'the sea', and maid,

merman, n.— Lit. 'man of the sea', fr. ME. mere-

967

man. See mere, 'sea', and man and cp. prec.

word,

Mermis, n., name of a genus of worms {zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. fA^PiXi?, 'cord', which is possi-

bly rel. to (CT)tiif)piV'9-os, 'thread'.

mero-, before a vowel mer-, combining form

meaning 'part; partial'. — Gk. [Aspo-, [iep-, fr.

[ispo?, 'part, lot', which is cogn. with L. merere,

mereri, 'to earn, obtain, deserve, merit'. See

merit and cp. merism, meristem, isomeric, poly-

mer. Cp. also Moira, morioplasty.

mero-, before a vowel mer-, combining form

meaning 'thigh' (anat.)— Gk. [XTjpo-, ^7)?,- fr.

[j,7ip6<;,
'thigh', which stands for *mems-ro- or

*mes-ro- and is cogn. with L. membrum (for

*mems-rom), 'limb, member, part'. See member,

meroblastic, adj., undergoing partial segmenta-

tion {embryol.) — Compounded of mero-, 'par-

tial', and Gk. pXaCTTo?, 'bud, 'sprout, shoot'.

See -blastic.

meroplankton, n., plankton found only at cer-

tain times of the year.— Compounded ofmere-,

'part', and plankton.

Merops, n., the typical genus of bee-eaters {orni-

thol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. (ispoip, 'bee-eater',

which is of uncertain origin.

-merous, adj., having a specified number of parts,

as in trimerous, decamerous. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. Gk. [Aspo?, 'part'. See mero-,

'part'.

Merovingian, adj., pertaining to the first Pran-

kish dynasty in Gaul, founded by Clovis. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. Late L. Merovingi,

'descendants of Merovaeus', Latinized name of

a mythical early king of the Franks.

Derivative: Merovingian, n.

merry, adj., gay. — ME. merie, murie, fr. OE.

myrge, myrige, myrig, mirig, 'pleasing, delight-

ful, merry", orig. 'that which makes the time

short' ; rel. to OHG. murg, murgi, 'short', Goth.

*maurgus, 'short' (only in the compound ga-

maiirgjan, 'to shorten'), and cogn. with Gk. (3pa-

y/ji, L. brevis, 'short'. See brief, adj., and cp.

brachy-. Cp. also mirth. For the sense develop-

ment of E. merry (from a base meaning 'short')

cp. G. Kurzweil, 'pastime', lit. 'a short time'.

Derivatives: merri-ly, adv., merri-ment, n.,

merri-ness, n.

merry, n., the wild black cherry. — F. merise, for

*amerise, a blend of amer, 'bitter' (fr. L. amd-

rus), and cerise, 'cherry' (fr. VL. *ceresia); see

amarine and cherry. The a in *amerise was mis-

taken for part of the article {I'amerise was mis-

divided into la merise) and was dropped accord-

ingly. The s of F. merise was mistaken for the

plural suffix and so F. merise became merry in

English. Cp. E. cherry (fr. F. cerise).

Mertensia, n., a genus of plants of the borage

family (bot.) — ModL., named after the Ger-

man botanist Franz Karl Mertens (1764-1831).

For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Merulius, n., name of a genus of fungi (bot.) —

ModL., lit. 'of the color of the blackbird', fr. L.

merula. See merle,

merwinite, n., a calciimi magnesium orthosilicate

(mineral.) — Named after the American geo-

physicist Dr. Herbert E. Merwin (born in 1878).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

mes-, form of meso- before a vowel.

mesa, n., table land, plateau. — Sp., 'table; table

land, plateau', fr. VL. mesa, 'table' (whence also

Rum. masd, OF. moise, OProven?., Port, mesa,

'table'), fr. L. mensa. See mensal, 'pertaining to

the table'.

mesalliance, n., marriage with a person of lower

social position.— F., formed fr. pejorative pref.

mes- (fr. L. mis-) and alliance. See mis- and alli-

ance and cp. misalliance,

mesati-, combining form meaning 'midmost'. —
Fr. Gk. (xsCTaToq, 'midmost', superl. of [iEdo?,

'middle'. See meso-.

mescal, n., an intoxicating spirit made from pul-

que, which is prepared from the fermented juice

ofthe agave.— Sp. mezcal, fr. Nahuatl mexcalli.

mescaline, n., a crystalline alkakid (Cj^HjjOgN)

(chem.) — Formed fr. mescal with chem. suff.

-ine; so called because it is found in mescal but-

tons.

mesdames, n., pi. of madame, madam,

mesdemoiselles, n., pi. of mademoiselle,

mese), adj., leprous; n., a leper (o6io/.)—ME.,fr.

OF., 'leprous', fr. L. misellus, 'unfortunate' (in

ML. used also in the sense 'leper'), dimin. of L.

miser; see miser. Cp. Olt. misello, 'sick, leprous'.

Rum. mi^el, 'miserable, base, mean', OProven?.

mesel, 'leprous', Catal. mesell, 'sick', which all

derive fr. L. misellus.

Mesembryanthemum, n., a genus of plants, the

fig marigold (bot.)— ModL., lit. 'noon flower',

compounded of Gk. [i£CTY)[j.flpia, 'noon', and

ivde^iov, 'flower'. The first element is com-

pounded of iiirsoc,, 'middle', and r);x£pa, 'day';

see meso- and hemero-. The second element de-

rives fr. (xv&o?, 'flower'; see anther. The correct

spelling of the word is Mesembrianthemum. The

y (corresponding to Gk. v) is a misspelling for ;

(Gk. () in (jiE<jv](i.(3pta (see above), and prob.

due to a confusion with Gk. E(xppuov, 'embryo'.

mesencephalon, n., the middle part of the brain

(anat.)— Medical L., compounded of mes- and

encephalon.

Derivative: mesencephal-ic, adj.

mesenchyma, mesenchyme, n., that portion of the

mesoderm which produces all the connective

tissues of the body (embryol.) — Medical L.,

formed on analogy of parenchyma fr. Gk. [xecto;,

'middle' and iy/yv-^i 'filling (of a vessel), in-

stillation'. See meso- and enchymatous. the

term mesenchyme was introduced into embryol-

ogy by the German embryologists Oskar Hert-

wig (1849-1922) and his brother Richard (1850-

1937) in 1881.

Derivatives: mesenchym-al, mesenchym-at-ous,

adjs.



mesententis

mesenteritis, n., inflammation of the mesentery

{med.) — Medical L., formed with suflf. -itis fr.

Gk. (XECTEVTspiov. See next word.

Derivative: mesenterit-ic, adj.

mesentery, n., a fold of the peritoneum attached

to the posterior abdominal wall (anat.)— Med-

ical L. mesenterium, lit. 'middle of the intes-

tine', fr. Gk. [xeaevTspiov, shortened fr. ScpjAa

(xstJEVTlpiov, 'membrane to which the intes-

tines are attached', fr. (jiiao<;, 'middle', and

&;T£pa (pi.), 'intestines'. See meso- and enteric.

Derivatives : mesenteri-al, mesenter-ic, mesenter-

ic-al, adjs., mesenter-ic-al-ly, adv.

mesh, n., any of the open spaces of a net. —
Earlier meash, mash, meish, fr. obsol. Du.

maesche (whence Du. maas), fr. MDu. maessce,

rel. to OE. max (for *mxsc), OS. masca, ON.

moskvi, Dan. maske, Swed. maska, OHG. mas-

ca, MHG., G. masche, 'mesh'; fr. I.-E. base

*mezg-, 'to knit, plait, twist', whence also

Lith. mezgii, megsti, 'to knit', mazgas, 'knot',

Lett, mazgs, 'knot'.

Derivatives: mesh, tr. and intr. v., mesh-ed, adj.

mesial, adj., middle, median. — Formed with

suff. -ial fr. Gk. jx^co?, 'middle'. See meso-.

Derivative : mesial-ly, adv.

mesityl, n., a hypothetical radical, C^H^(chem.)

— Coined fr. Gk. (jieaiTY]?, 'mediator' (fr.

(jieao?, 'middle'), and suif. -yl. See meso-.

mesitylene, n., a hydrocarbon C(|H3(CH3)3 {^chem:)

— Formed fr. mesityl with suff. -ene.

mesmeric, adj., pertaining to mesmerism. — See

mesmerism and -ic.

Derivative: mesmeric-al-ly, adv.

mesmerism, n., hypnotism. — Named after the

Austrian physician Friedrich Anton Mesmer

(1734-1815). For the ending see suff. -ism.

mesmerist, n., a hypnotist. — See prec. word and

-ist.

mesmerize, tr. v., to hypnotize. — See mesmerism

and -ize.

Derivative: mesmeriz-ation, n.

mesnalty, n., the estate or the condition of a

mesne lord.— AF. mesnalte, menalte, fr. mesne,

mene, 'mesne'. See next word and -ty.

mesne, adj., intermediate, middle; mesne lord,

one who is both a tenant of a superior lord and

a lord of a subordinate tenant. — AF. mesne, a

var. of AF. meen, which corresponds to OF.

meien, 'middle', fr. L. m^didnus, 'middle'. See

mean, 'intermediate', and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

meso-, before a vowel mes-, combining form

meaning 'middle, intermediate'. — Gk. liecto-,

\Lta-, fr. {LirsriQ, 'middle', which stands for

*medhyos, and is cogn. with OI. mddhyafi, L.

medius, 'middle'. See media, 'voiced stop con-

sonant', and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also mesati-, mesial-.

mesoblast, n., the mesoderm.— Compounded of

meso- and Gk. pXaoT6c, 'bud, sprout, shoot'.

See -Mast.
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Derivative: mesoblast-ic, adj.

mesocarp, n., the middle layer of a pericarp (bot.)

— Compounded of meso- and Gk. xapiroi;,

'fruit'. See carpel and cp. words there referred

to.

mesocephalic, adj., having a medium cranial ca-

pacity (anat.)— Compounded ofmeso- and Gk.

x£9aXix6?, 'pertaining to the head', fr. KsipaX-/],

'head'. See cephalic,

mesoderm, n., the middle germ layer ofan embryo

{embryol.) — Lit. 'middle skin', coined by the

German physician Robert Reraak (1815-65) fr.

meso- and Gk. Septra, 'skin'. See derma.

Derivative: mesoderm-ic, adj.

mesolite, n., a zeolitic mineral.— G. Mesolith, fr.

Gk. (jiECTo?, 'middle', and Xi&ot;, 'stone' (see

meso- and -lite); so called because it is inter-

mediate between natrolite and scolecite.

mesogastric, adj., pertaining to the umbilical re-

gion (anat.) — Formed from next word with

suff. -ic. Cp. epigastric, hypogastric,

mesogastrium, n., the umbilical region. — Medi-

cal L., compounded of meso- and Gk. yaaT-rjp,

'belly'. See gastric and cp. epigastrium, hypo-

gastrium.

mesognatliic, adj., mesognathous. — See me-

sognatfaous and adj. suff. -ic.

mesognathous, adj., having medium-sized and

slightly projecting jaws {anthropom.) — Com-

pounded ofmeso- and Gk. yva^oq, 'jaw, cheek'.

See gnathic and -ous.

meson, n., the median or mesial plane.— ModL.,

fr. Gk. (xsCTov, neut. of ^.iaoc,, 'middle'. See

meso-.

meson, n., a musical tetrachord. — Gk. (leacdv,

genit. pi. of \i.i<rr\ (short for ptstTT] xopSr)),

'middle note', fem. of ji^tjo?, 'middle'. See meso-.

meson, n., a mesotron (phys.) — Short for meso-

tron.

mesonephros, n., the middle kidney of a vertebrate

embryo (embryol) — Medical L., com-

pounded of meso- and Gk. vE9p6?, 'kidney'. See

nephro-. The term mesonephros was introduced

into embryology by the English zoologist Sir

Edwin Ray Lankester (1847-1930). Cp. meta-

nephros, pronephros.

Derivative: mesonephr-ic, adj.

mesophyll, n., the green parenchyma inside a leaf

{bot.) — Compounded of meso- and Gk. 9uX-

Xov, 'a leaf. See phyllo-.

mesophyte, n., a plant that grows under condi-

tions ofmedium moisture (bot.)— Compounded

of meso- and Gk. (puT6v, 'plant'. See -phyte.

Derivative: mesophyt-ic, adj.

mesoplast, n., the nucleus of a cell (biol.)— Com-

pounded of meso- and Gk. -TrXaaTo:;, fr. icXoc-

aTo?, 'molded, formed'. See -plast.

Derivative: mesoplast-ic, adj.

Mesopotamia, n., name of the ancient country

between the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. — Gk.

McooTuoTaiJita (scil. /tipS), 'the country be-

tween two rivers', fem. of (jieoo7voTa[xtoi;, 'sit-
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uated between two rivers', which is com-

pounded of [Asao;, 'middle', and TtoTaixo?,

'river'. See meso- and potamo-.

Derivatives: Mesopotami-an, adj. and n.

mesothelial, adj.— Formed from next word with

adj. suff. -al.

mesothelium, n., epithelium of mesodermic ori-

gin (embryol.) — Medical L., an blend of meso-

and epithelium,

mesothorax, n., the middle of the three segments

of an insect's thorax (entomol.) — ModL.,

compounded of meso- and thorax.

Derivative: mesothorac-ic, adj.

mesothorium, n., either of two radioactive dis-

integration products, intermediate between ra-

dium and radiothorium (chem.) — ModL.,

compounded of meso- and thorium; so called

because it is intermediate between radiimi and

radiothorium.

mesotron, n., an unstable particle, about 200

times the mass of the electron (phys.)— Form-

ed fr. meso- and (elec)tron.

Mesozoic, adj., designating the era between the

Paleozoic and the Cenozoic (geol.) — Com-

pounded of meso-, Gk. K,<^r], 'hfe' (see zoo-),

and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: Mesozoic, n.

mesquin, adj., mean, sordid. — F., fr. It. meschi-

no, fr. Arab, misktn (in VArab. pronunciation

mesktn), 'poor, wretched, miserable', which is

borrowed fr. Heb. or Aram, misken or Syr.

mesken, 'poor', which are perh. loan words fr.

Akkad. mushkenu, 'beggar, needy'.

mesquite, n., a mosque (obsol.) — Sp. mesquita

(ModSp. mezquita), 'mosque'. See mosque,

mesquite, also mesquit, n., either of two shrubs of

the pea family.— Sp. mezquite, fr. Nahuatl miz-

qidtl.

mess, n., food for one meal; pottage.— ME. mes,

fr. OF. mes (now spelled mets), 'food, dish (of

food)', fr. VL. missum, lit. 'that which is placed

(on the table)', neut. pp. of L. mittere, 'to send'

(in VL. also 'to put, place'). See mission and cp.

entremets.

Derivatives: mess, tr. and intr. v., mess-y, adj.,

mess-i-ty, adv., mess-i-ness, n.

message, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. VL. *mis-

sdticum, 'message', fr. L. missus, pp. of mittere,

'to send". See mission and -age and cp. messen-

ger.

Derivative : message, tr. v.

Messapian, adj., pertaining to the Messapii; n., a

native of Messapia. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Messapii, fr. Gk. MEOCTainoi, 'Messapians',

lit. they who live between two waters', com-

pounded of (jtEoaoc;, (iECToi;, 'middle', and base

*djr-, 'water'. For the first element see meso-,

for the second see amnic and cp. the second ele-

ment in doab.

messelite, n., a calcium iron phosphate (mineral.)

— Named after Messel in Hesse, Germany. For

the ending see subst. suff. -Ite,

messenger, n.— ME. messager, messangere, mes-

sengere, fr. OF. messagier (F. messager), fr.

message. See message and agential suff. -er. The

n in messenger is intrusive; cp. harbinger, pas-

senger, porringer, scavenger, wharfinger.

Messiah, n. — Aram, m^shiifd, 'the anointed', fr.

Heb. mdshi'^h, 'anointed', fr. rndshafi, 'he anoint-

ed', whence mishfid'', 'ointment; consecrated

portion' ; rel. to Aram.-Syr. m^shahi, 'he anoint-

ed', m^shah, mishftd'', Syr. meshhd, 'oil', Ethiop.

masdha, 'he anointed; he feasted', Akkad.

mashd'u, 'to spread (oil) over', Arab, mdsaha,

'he stroke or wiped with the hand'. Cp. Messias.

Derivatives: Messiah-ship, n., Messi-an-ic, adj.

Messias, n., the Messiah.— Late L., fr. Gk. Meu-

aixQ, fr. Aram, m^shifid, 'the anointed'. See

Messiah.

Messidor, n., name of the 10th month of the

French revolutionary calendar (lasting fr. June

19th to July 18th). — F., a hybrid coined by

Fabre d'figlantine in 1793 fr. L. messis, 'har-

vest' [fr. mess-(um), pp. stem oimetere, 'to reap,

mow, crop'], and Gk. Stopov, 'gift'. For the first

element see mow, 'to cut (grass)', for the second

see donation and cp. the second element in

Fructidor, Thermldor.

messieurs, n., pi. of monsieur,

messire, n., a French title of honor and form of

address. — OF., nom., lit. 'my lord'. Seemon-

sieur, seigneur, sire.

messmate, n. — Lit. 'companion in a mess' ; com-

pounded of mess and mate, 'companion'.

messrs, n. pi. — Abbreviation of messiem-s.

messuage, n., dwelling (law). — ME., fr. AF.

messuage, mesuage, prob. orig. a clerical error

for mesnage. See manage,

mestee, n., a mustee. — See mustee.

mestizo, n., a person of mixed parentage, esp. one

of Spanish and American Indian blood. — Sp.,

fr. Late L. mixticius, misticius, 'of mixed race',

fr. L. mixtus, 'mixed', pp. of miscere, 'to mix,

mingle'. See mix and cp. metis,

met, past tense and pp. of meet,

meta- (before consonants), met- (before vowels),

meth- (before aspirated vowels), pref. meaning

1) after, behind (as in metaphysics); 2) changed

inform, altered (as in metamorphosis); 3) higher

(used to designate a higher degree of a branch

of science (as in metachemistry = higher chem-

istry). This usage is due to the analogy of the

word metaphysics, which was misinterpreted as

'the science of that which is beyond the physi-

cal'. In chemistry, meta- is used to denote 1) a

polymeric compound (as in metaldehyde = a

polymeric compound of aldehyde) ; 2) a deriva-

tive of the compound given (as in metaprotein

= a derivative of protein). — Gk. (ZETa-, resp.

(JLET-, (AE^-, fr. [ietA, 'in the midst of, among,

between, with', cogn. with Goth, mip, OHG.
mit, miti, MHG. mit. mite, G. mit. OFris. mith,

mithi, OS. rrud, midi, ON. med, OE. mid, mid,

'with, together with, among', and prob. also



metabasis

with Gk. [linoq, L. medius, 'middle', OE. midd,

etc., 'mid'. See meso-, media, 'voiced stop con-

sonant', and cp. mid, middle and the first ele-

ment in midwife,

metabasis, n., transition (esp. in rhet., from one

subject to another) ; change {med.)— ModL., fr.

Gk. (isTQcPaci?, 'a passing over, changing', fr.

(jiETa^aiveiv, 'to pass over', which is formed fr.

[iETK- (seemeta-) and paivsiv, 'to go'. See base,

n.

Metabola, n., a division of insects that undergo

complete metamorphosis (zool.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. ixExapoXY], 'change', fr. [jtsTapaXXEiv, 'to

turn quickly, turn about, change', fr. (iSTa-

(see meta-) and (SaXXsiv, 'to throw'. See ballis-

tic and cp. words there referred to.

metabolic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized

by, metabolism (biol. and chem.) — G. meta-

bolisch, fr. Gk. [ieTixpoXixo?, 'changeable', fr.

^£Ta|3oX-^. See prec. word and adj. suff. -isb,

resp. -ic.

metabolism, n., process of building up assimilated

food into protoplasm (anabolism) and breaking

down protoplasm into simpler substances

(catabolism) (physiol.) — Formed with suff.

-ism fr. Gk. |ie-rapoXT). See Metabola.

metabolite, n., a product of metabolism (physiol.)

— Formed with subst. suJf. -ite fr. Gk. [xstol-

PoXt). See Metabola.

metabolize, tr. v., to change by metabolism (phys-

iol.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ize fr. Gk.

piETaPoXT). See Metabola.

metacarpus, n., bones of the palm of the hand

(anal.) — ModL., fr. Gk. (lexaxapTCtov, fr. (i£-

Ta- (see meta-) and JcapTroi;, 'wrist'. See carpus.

Derivative: metacarp-al, adj.

metacenter, metacentre, n. (hydrostatics and ship-

building). — Formed fr. meta- and center

(centre).

Derivatives: metacentr-al, metacentr-ic, adjs.,

metacentr-ic-ity, n.

metaciiemistry, n., higher chemistry. — Formed

fr. meta- and chemistry,

metachromatism, n., change of color (esp. due to

a change in temperature). — Formed fr. meta-

and Gk. Xpw|xa, 'color'. See chrome and -ism.

metachronism, n., an error in chronology consist-

ing in placing an event after its real date.— ML.

metachronismus, irregularly formed fr. Gk.

(XExaxpovo?, [XETaxpovioi;, 'after the time, done

afterward', fr. (jtsTa- (see meta-) and 7po^°?i

'time'. See chronic and -ism and cp. anachro-

nism, parachronism,

metachrosis, n.. change of color (esp. in certain

reptiles and fishes (zool.) — ModL., formed fr.

meta- and Gk. •/pcJcti!;, 'color, coloring', fr.

Xpw^etv, 'to tinge, color', fr. XP"?> g^n- /P""
TO?, 'color'. See clirome and cp. metachroma-

tism.

metage, n., official measuring of weight.—Form-

ed with suff. -age from the verb mete.

Metageitnion, n., name of the 2nd month of the
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Attic Greek calendar (corresponding to August-

September). — Gk. MsTayctTvicov, fr. (iS-ra-

(see meta-) and ysitojv, 'neighbor'; so called

because in this month people flitted and conse-

quently changed their neighbors. The ety-

mology of YEtTtdv is unknown.

metagenesis, n., alternation of generation. —
Formed fr. meta- and Gk. -{he^f-c, 'origin,

source, birth, race, descent'. See genesis,

metagenetic, adj., pertaining to metagenesis. —
Formed fr. meta- and genetic. Cp. prec. word.

metal, n.— ME., fr. OF. metal, metail (F. metal),

fr. L. metallum, 'mine, quarry, mineral, metal',

fr. Gk. [iETaXXov, 'mine, quarry", which is of

uncertain origin. It is perh. a loan word fr. Heb.

m^tzold'', m^tzuld^, 'depth'; see H. Lewy, Die

semitischen Fremdworter im Griechischen, p.

132, and Gesenius-Buhl, HWAT., 16th edition,

p. 452 s.v. *m^tz6ld*'. Heb. m^tzold'' is rel. to

tzUld'', 'ocean-deep', and to Heb. tzatdl, 'he

sank', Ethiop. saUla, 'he floated', Akkad. falalu,

'to sink down'. For the sense development of

Gk. [jiETaXXov fr. Heb. m^tzold'', 'depth', cp.

Gk. jxETaXXav, 'to search after, inquire about',

which is connected with jxsTaXXov and prob.

meant originally 'to search in the depth'. Cp.

medal, mettle and the second element in mono-

metallism, bimetallism.

Derivatives: metall-ic, metall-ine, adjs., metall-

ist, n., metall-ize, tr. v., metall-iz-ation, n.

metalliferous, adj., bearing metals. — Com-

pounded of L. metallum, 'metal', and the stem

oiferoyferre, 'to bear, carry'. See -ferous.

metallography, n., the study of metals. — Lit.

'description of metals', fr. Gk. (XETaXXov, 'met-

al', and -Ypa9i5, fr. Ypa9Eiv, 'to write". See

metal and -graphy.

Derivatives : metallograph-ic, metallograph-ic-al,

adjs., metallograph-ic-cal-ly, adv.

metalloid, adj., resembling metals. — Com-

pounded of Gk. [x£TaX>,ov, 'metal', and -oeiStji;,

'like', fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See -old.

Derivative: metalloid, n., 1) a nonmetal; 2) an

element resembling metals in some—but not in

all—respects.

metallurgy, n. — ModL. metallurgia, fr. Gk.

(iExaXXoupycK;, 'worker in metal", which is

compounded of (i^TaXXov, 'metal", and spyov,

'work'. See metal and ergon.

Derivatives: metallurg-ic, metallurg-ic-al, adjs.,

metallurg-ic-al-ty, adv., metallurg-ist, n.

metamere, n., one of a series of similar longitudi-

nal segments of the body of the earthworm and

other animals (zool.) — Compounded of meta-

and Gk. (xspoi;, 'part'. See mero-, 'part'.

metameric, adj. (zool.), 1) pertaining to meta-

meres; 2) characterized by metamerism. —
Formed fr. prec. word with adj. suff. -ic.

metamerism, n., the state of being composed of

metameres (zool.) — Formed fr. metamere with

suff. -ism.

metamorpiiic, adj., pertaining to, or character-
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ized by, change. — Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr.

meta-, a prefix denoting change, and Gk. iJ-op9ri,

'form, shape'. See morpho-.

metamorphism, n., change of form; specif.,

change in the structure of a rock. — Formed

with suff. -ism fr. meta-, a prefix denoting

change, and Gk. iJi.op9ri, 'form, shape'. See

morpho-.

metamorphose, tr. and intr. v., to change in form.

— MF. (= F.) metamorphoser, fr. meta-

morphose, fr. L. metamorphosis. See next

word.

metamorphosis, n., change of form, transforma-

tion. — L., fr. Gk. iJieTa[;i,6p9coCTt(;, 'transfor-

mation', fr. ijt,£Ta[xop9ouv, 'to transform',

which is formed fr. tAETa (see meta-), and (iop-

90UV, 'to give form to', fr. (Jt-op?/], 'form,

shape'. See morpho- and -osis.

metanalysis, n., the analysis of words or groups

of words into elements contrary to their struc-

ture, as an adder for a nadder. — Coined by the

Danish philologist Otto Jespersen (1860-1943)

fr. met- and analysis,

metanephros, n., the third kidney of a vertebrate

embryo (embryol.) — Medical L., compounded

of meta- and Gk. vE9p6<;, 'kidney' ; see nephro-.

The term metanephros was introduced into em-

bryology by the English zoologist Sir Edwin

Ray Lankester (1847-1930). Cp. mesonephros,

pronephros.

metaphor, n., a figure of speech in which a thing

is Ukened to another, to which it is not literally

appUcable (rhet.) — MF. (= FO metaphore, fr.

L. metaphora, fr. Gk. (x£Ta9opa, 'transference,

metaphor', lit. 'a carrying over', from the stem

of (J.sTa9£pEiv, 'to carry over', which is formed

fr. jJiETd (see meta-) and 9lp£i.v, 'to bear,

carry'. See bear, 'to carry', and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: metaphor-ic-al, adj., metaphor-ic-

al-ly, adv., metaphor-ist, n.

metaphrase, n., a translation; esp., a literal trans-

lation. — Gk. fxeT(x9pa(it(;, 'paraphrase', fr.

[AETa9patlEiv, 'to paraphrase, translate', which

is formed fr. tisxa- (see meta-) and 9p(i^£!.v, 'to

show, tell'. See phrase and cp. paraphrase, peri-

phrase.

Derivative: metaphrase, tr. v.

metaphrast, n., one who metaphrases; esp. one

who writes prose into poetry or poetry into

prose, or changes the meter of verse. — Gk
(XETa9FatjT7]i;, 'translator', fr. nETa9paCEi.v. See

prec. word and -ast.

metaphrastic, adj., literal in translation. — Gk.

|jL£.Ta9paaTix6i;, 'paraphrastic', fr. (iETi^patii;.

See metaphrase and -ic.

metaphysical, adj. — See metaphysics and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivative: metaphysical-ly, adv.

metaphysician, n., one versed in metaphysics. —
F. mitaphysicien, fr. ML. metaphysica. See me-

taphysics and -ian.

metaphysicize, intr. v., to study metaphysics. —
See next word and -ize.

metaphysics, n., that branch of philosophy which

deals with the first principles of being and of

knowledge.— Fr. earlier metaphysic, n., fr. ML.
metaphysica (neut. pi.), fr. Gk. tA [Xetk Ta

9ucixa, 'the (works coming) after the physics'

(see meta- and physic). The name toc [xetcx tA

9U(ii>ca was originally given by Andronicus of

Rhodes about 70 B.C.E. to a collection of writ-

ings of Aristoteles, in reference to the (quite

accidental) circumstance that the treatises

dealing with metaphysics/oWowerfthe treatises on

physics. The interpretation of metaphysics as

'the science of that which is beyond the physical'

is, accordingly, erroneous (see meta-).

metaphysis, n., the region of growth between the

diaphysis and epiphysis of a bone (med.) —
Medical L., formed fr. meta- and -physis as in

diaphysis, epiphysis (qq. v.)

metaplasm, n., non-living matter in the proto-

plasm of a cell (biol.)— L. metaplasmus, fr. Gk.

[AETa7rXa(Jtx6?, fr. [leTa- (see meta-) and nXacr-

(xo?, 'something molded'. See plasm.

Derivative: metaplasm-ic, adj.

metapolitics, n., abstract political science. —
Formed fr. meta- and politics.

Derivatives: metapolitic-al, adj., metapolitic-ian,

n.

metastasis, n., 1) metabolism (biol.); 2) trans-

ference of disease from one part of the body to

another (med.) ; 3) a sudden transition from one

subject to another (rhet.) — Late L., fr. Gk.

(XExaoTaCTK;, 'removal, change', fr. the stem of

jiE&tCTTocvai, 'to place in another way, remove,

change', which is formed fr. |j.ETa- (see meta-)

and tuTavat, 'to cause to stand', which is cogn.

with L. stare, 'to stand'. See state and cp. stasis,

metastatic, adj., pertaining to metastasis. — Gk.

[XETaaTaTtx6;, fr. ixETaaxaxo;, 'removed',

verbal adj. of [XE&iaTavai. See metastasis and

static,

metatarsal, 1) pertaining to the metatarsus; n.,

matatarsal bone.— See next word and adj. suff.

-al.

metatarsus, n., part of the foot between the tarsus

and the toes (anat. and zool.)— ModL., formed

fr. meta- and tarsus.

metate, n., a stone with a flat or concave surface.

— Sp., fr. Nahuatl metlatl.

metathesis, n., transposition, specifically 1) in

grammar, transposition of letters or syllables in

a word; 2) in chemistry, a double decomposi-

tion. — Late L., fr. Gk. (iETti&ECTi?, 'change of

position, transposition', from the stem of asxa-

xi&Evai,, 'to transpose', which is formed fr.

|j.£Ta- (see meta-) and TiS-svat, 'to place, set'.

See theme and cp. thesis and words there re-

ferred to.

metathetic, adj., of metathesis. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ic fr. [xera&EToi;, 'changed, transpos-

ed', verbal adj. of (lETotTid^vat. See prec. word.



metathorax

Derivatives: metathetic-al, adj., metathetic-al-

ly, adv.

metathorax, n., the posterior segment of an in-

sect's thorax {entomol.) — ModL., formed fr.

meta- and thorax.

Derivative: metathorac-ic, adj.

Metatron, n., name of the highest angel in hag-

gadic and cabalistic literature {Judaism). —
Talmudic Heb. Metatron, prob. fr. Late Gk.

jjiTjTraTwp, fr. L. metdtor, 'marker of bounda-

ries', fr. metdtus, pp. of metdri, 'to measure off,

mark off', fr. meta, 'mark, boundary'. See mete,

'boundary'.

metayage, n., the metayer system of agriculture.

— F. See next word and -age.

metayer, n., one who cultivates the land for a

share (usually a half) of the yield. — F., fr.

MF., fr. OF. meteer, fr. ML. medietarius, fr. L.

medietds, 'middle, place in the middle, half, fr.

medius, 'middle'. See media, 'voiced stop con-

sonant', and cp. moiety.

Metazoa, n. pi., a large zoological division com-

prising all animals except the Protozoa. —
ModL., coined by the German biologist Ernst

Heinrich Haeckel (1834-1919) fr. meta- and Gk,

i^oia, pi. of Cv°''> 'animal'. See zoo-.

mete,n., boundary mark, boundary. — OF., fr.

L. meta, 'column, pillar; a conical or pyramidal

figure; goal, mark, boundary' (whence metor,

metdri, 'to measure off, mark off'), which is

cogn. with OX. methlh, methi, 'post, pillar'. Ir.

methos, 'boundary mark', ON. meidr, 'tree,

beam, pole'. Cp. Metatron.

mete, tr. v., 1) to allot; 2) (archaic and poet.) to

measure.— ME. meten, fr. O^.metan, 'to meas-

ure', rel. to OS. metan, OFris., ON., Norw.

meta, Swed. mdta, MDu., Du. meten, OHG.

messan, MHG. mes^en, G. messen, Goth, mi-

/an, 'to measure', and to OE. metod, meotod, OS.

metod, ON. mjotudr, 'fate; God', Goth, mitaps,

'measure', ON. mdti, Du. maat, OHG. maja,

'manner', MHG. mas, G. Map, 'measure', OE.

(ge)miete, ON. mietr. OHG. (gi)md3i, MHG.
(ge)ms3e, G. gemdji, 'suitable', Goth, mdta,

'toll, tax' (whence G. Maut. OE. mot, 'toll tax'),

OS. motan, 'to find room, be obliged to', OHG.

muosan, 'to be free to do, be allowed ; to have

to", Goth, gamotan, 'to find room, be able'. All

these words derive fr. I.-E. base *med-, 'to meas-

ure, limit, consider, advise', whence also L.

meditdri, 'to think over, consider'. See meditate

and cp. words there referred to.

metel, n., a thorn apple. — ModL. (nux)

mdthil.

metempiric, n., 1) metempirics; 2) an adherent of

the metempirical philosophy. — Compounded

of met- and empiric,

metempirical, adj., outside the field of experience.

— See prec. word and adj. suff. -at.

Derivative: metempirlcal-ly, adv.

_w.t.in«..fa4« n ntiilnsnnhv dealiniz with things

972

outside and yet related to human experience. —
See metempiric and -ics.

metempsychosis, n., passing of the soul at death

into another body. — Late L., fr. Gk. [iETe[i-

(puX""'?' fr. ;xETe[jnl;uxoua&ai, 'to pass from one

body into another' (said of the soul), formed fr.

jiETa- (see meta-) and sfXtJiiJxo'J^. ''o P^t a soul

into', fr. ^v, 'in', and i^Ox^), 'soul'. See 2nd en-,

psyche and -osis.

metencephalon, n., 1) the posterior part of the

brain ; 2) that part of the brain which consists of

the cerebellum and the pons Varolii (anat. and

embryol.) — Medical L., formed fr. met- and

Gk. ^Yx£(paXo?, 'brain'; see encephalon. The

term metencephalon was introduced by the Eng-

lish naturalist Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-

95). Cp. myelencephalon.

meteor, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) meteore, fr.

ML. metedrum, fr. Gk. (jiST^topov (pi. HETetopa,

'things in the air'), prop. neut. of the adjective

(AET^upo?, 'anything raised from the ground,

high, lofty', fr. jxsTa- (see meta-) and 4cipa,

altipa, 'swing, oscillation, hovering in the air',

which is rel. to aEtpeiv, atpsiv, 'to lift, raise up,

bear', dcopx^, 'the great artery'. See aorta and

cp. artery.

Derivatives: meteor-ic, meteor-ic-al, adjs., me-

teor-ic-al-ly, adv., meteorite (q.v.), meteorize

meteorite, n., mass of stone or metal that has

fallen on earth from outer space; fallen meteor.

— F. meteorite. See prec. word and subst. suff.

-ite.

Derivatives: meteorit-al, meteor-it-ic, adjs.,

meteor-it-ics, n.

meteorize, tr. v., to vaporize; intr. v., to resemble

a meteor. — Gk. (iETSupiCEiv, 'to raise to a

height', fr. ixe-rstopo?. See meteor and -ize.

Derivative: meteoriz-ation, n.

meteoro-, combining form meaning 'meteor'. —
See meteor.

meteorograph, n.— F. meteorographe. See meteor

and -graph.

Derivatives: meteorograph-y, n., meteorograph-

ic, adj.

meteoroid, n., one of the many small bodies in the

solar system which become meteors on entering

the earth's atmosphere. — Compounded of me-

teor and Gk. -oetSr)?, 'like', fr. eISoi;, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

Derivative: meteoroid-al, adj.

meteoroUte, n. — F. meteorolithe, 'meteorite'.

See meteor and -lite.

Derivative: meteorolit-ic, adj-

meteorologic, meteorological, adj.— MF. (= F.)

meteorologique, fr. Gk. |XETetopoXoYtx6?, 'skill-

ed in meteorology', fr. [aetecopoXoyIS. See next

word.

Derivative: meteorologic-al-ly, adv.

meteorology, n. — Gk. [xsTEoipoXoYta, 'meteor-

ology', compounded of [xeTltopov (see meteor)

and -XovtS, fr. -X6yoi;, 'one who speaks (in a
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certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: meteorolog-ist, n.

meteorometer, n. — Compounded of meteor and

Gk. [i^-vpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

meter, n., 1) one who measures; 2) an instrument

for measuring.— Formed fr. mete, 'to measure',

with agential suff. -er.

meter, metre, n., poetical rhythm.— ME. metre,

fr. OF. metre (F. metre), fr. L. metrum, fr. Gk.

(A^Tpov, 'measure, meter', which is rel. to ixrjTpa

(Hesychius), 'lot, portion', fr. I.-E. base *me-,

'to measure', whence also OL mdti (fr. I.-E.

*me-ti), mimdti, 'measures', mdtram (neut.),

mdtrd (fem.), 'measure', Avestic, OPers. ma-, L.

metiri, 'to measure'. Cp. matra, Metis, mensal,

'pertaining to the table', and the second element

in castrametation, firman, mahout, vimana. For

derivatives of base *med-, a -d-enlargement of

base *me-, see meditate.

Derivative: meter, metre, tr. and intr. v., to

compose in meter.

meter, metre, n., the unit of length in the metric

system. — F. mitre (see prec. word) ; introduced

in France as a name of measure in 1791.

-meter, combining form denoting measuring in-

struments. It is formed: (1) from Greek nouns

(as in actinometer, barometer, cyclometer); 2)

from Latin nouns (as in altimeter, calorimeter,

colorimeter) ; 3) from modern nouns (as in gaso-

meter, speedometer). — Vx. L. metrum, 'meas-

ure', fr. Gk. (i^Tpov. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm', and cp. -metry.

-meter, -metre, combining form denoting a spec-

ified multiple 01 fraction of a meter (e.g. kilo-

meter, lit. 'a thousand meters', millimeter, lit.

'the thousandth part of a meter'. — F. -metre,

fr. mitre. See meter, 'unit of length'.

meth-, form of metho- before a vowel.

methane, n., a highly inflammable hydrocarbon,

CH, (chem.) — See methyl and -ane.

methanol, n., an inflammable poisonous liquid,

CH3OH (chem.) — Coined fr. methane and -ol,

a suff. denoting an alcohol.

methegUn, n., a drink made of fermented honey.

— W. meddyglyn, compounded of meddyg,

'physician' (fr. L. medicus, see medical), and

llyn, 'juice'.

methinks, impers. v., it seems to me. — ME. me

thinketh, fr. OE. me l>ync{e)p, fr. me, dat. of ic,

T, and pync(e)p, third person sing, of pyncan,

'to seem'. See me and 1st thinlc.

metho-, before a vowel meth-, combining form

meaning 'methyl' {chcrn.) See methyl.

method, n. — MF. (= F.) mithode, fr. L. metho-

dus, fr. Gk. [l19o8oq, 'pursuit, scientific inquiry,

method of inquiry, method', lit. ' a going after',

fr. (iETa- (see meta-) and oSo?, 'way, path,

manner'. See odograph.

metliodic, metbodical, adj. — MF. (= F.) mitho-

dique, fr. Late L. methodicus, fr. Gk. ne*o8ix6i;.

fr. |j,£&oSo(;. See method and Ist-ic, resp. also-al.

Derivatives: methodic-al-ly, adv., methodic-al-

ness, n.

methodics, n., methodology. — Formed fr. meth-

od with suff. -ics.

Methodism, n., the doctrines and worship of the

Methodists. — See next word and -ism.

Methodist, n., a member of a Christian denomi-

nation that originated in the religious associa-

tion founded in 1729 by John and Charles Wes-

ley at Oxford University.— ModL. methodista;

see method and -ist. The name was orig. applied

to the followers of John and Charles "Wesley to

ridicule their methodical practise.

Derivatives: Methodist-ic, adj., Methodist-ic-al-

ly, adv.

methodize, tr. v., to make methodical. — See

method and -ize.

Derivative: methodiz-ation, n.

methodology, n., the study of method. — Com-

pounded of Gk. (x£*o8oi;, 'method', and -XoYia,

fr. -X6yoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner) ; one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

method and -logy,

methought, impers. v., past tense of methinks. —
OE. mepuhte, 'it seemed to me'. See methinks.

Methusela, n., son of Enoch; he lived 969 years

(Bible). — Heb. M^thushelalf, prob. meaning

lit. 'man of the dart', and compounded of *methu

(occurring only as the first element in compound

PN's.), sing, of m^thim, 'men', a.n.Ashdah, 'dart'.

methyl, n., the univalent hydrocarbon radical,

CH3 (chem.) — F. methyle, back formation fr.

methylene. See next word. The term methyl was

introduced into chemistry by the Swedish chem-

ist Jons Jakob Berzehus (1779-1848).

Derivatives: methyl-ate, tr. v., methyl-ic, adj.

methylene, n., the bivalent hydrocarbon radical,

CH (chem.) — F. methylene, coined by Jean-

Baptiste-Andr6 Dumas (1800-84) and Eugfene-

Melchior P6ligot(181 l-90)in 1835, fr. Gk. p.i^:>,

'wine', and SXt), 'wood'. For the first element

see mead, 'a drink', and cp. amethyst. For the

second element see hyle.

meticulosity, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L.

meticuldsus. See next word.

meticulous, adj., extremely careful. — F. mdticu-

leux (fem. miticuleuse), fr. L. meticuldsus, 'full

of fear', fr. metus, 'fear', which is of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives : meticulous-ly, adv., meticulous-ness,

n.

metier, n., trade, occupation, one's line. — F.,

'trade, business, occupation', fr. OF. mistier,

nrp^tier^ mistier, earlier menestier, fr. L. minis-

terium, 'service, oflSce, ministry'. See ministry

and cp. mystery, 'trade'.

m^tis, n., a person of mixed parentage, esp. the

offspring of a French and American Indian. —
F. mdtis, fr. Late L. mixtlcius, 'of mixed race',

fr. L. mixtus, 'mixed', pp. of miscere, 'to mix'.

See mix and cp. mestizo.



Metis

Metis, n., the first wife of Zeus {Greek mythol.)—
Gk. M^Ti?, fr. [X^TTi?, 'wisdom, skill, craft', fr.

I.-E. base *me-, 'to measure', whence also Gk.

pi^Tpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm',

and cp. words there referred to.

Metonic, adj., pertaining to Meton, an Athenian

astronomer of the 5th cent. B.C.E., who dis-

covered the cycle of nineteen years, at the close

of which the new and full moons recur on the

same days.— Formed with suff. -icfr. L. Meton,

fr. Gk. Metwv.

metonymical, adj. — Gk. [xe-rtovutiixo?, 'of

metonymy', fr. neTcovu(ita. See next word and

-ical.

Derivative : metonymical-ly, adv.

metonymy, n., the use of the name of one thing

for that of another closely associated with it.—
L. metonymia, fr. Gk. (jiETtovu(j.ia, 'change of

name, the use of one word for another', lit.

'that which is beyond the name', fr. (iexa- (see

meta-) and 3vu(ia, dialectal form of ovofxa,

'name', which is cogn. with L. nomen, 'name'.

See name and cp. onomato-.

Derivatives: metonym-ous, adj., metonymous-ly,

adv.

metope, n., a marble slab filling the space be-

tween two triglyphs in a Doric frieze {class,

arch.) — L. metopa, fr. Gk. [XETdTtT], 'the space

between two holes; the space between two

triglyphs", formed fr. ^e-ra- (see meta-), and

OTCT), 'opening, hole', which derives fr. I.-E. base

*ok^-, 'eye, to see', whence also ot|;oiJ,ai, 'I shall

see", 64*1?, 'sight'. See -opsy.

metope, n., the face of the crab (zool.) — Gk.

^r.£Tco7tov, 'forehead', prop, 'the space between

the eyes', fr. (jisTa- (see meta-) and &^, gen.

(OTTOi;, 'eye, face, countenance', fr. I.-E. base

*6q^-, which is rel. to base *oq^-, 'eye', whence

oTTT), 'opening'. See prec. word. As a term of

zoology, metope was introduced by Huxley.

Metopias, n., a genus of labyrinthodonts (paleon-

tol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. [iSTUTiiaq, 'having a

broad forehead', fr. fxextoTtov, 'forehead'. See

prec. word.

metopic, adj., pertaining to the forehead (anati)

— Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. [is-roTtov,

'forehead'. See metope, 'face of the crab'.

metopomancy, n., divination by means of the fore-

head. — Compounded of Gk. [iCTcoTtov, 'fore-

head', and [xavTsii, 'divination'. See metope,

'face of the crab', and -mancy.

metosteon, n., ossification of the posterior lateral

processes of the sternum (ornithol.) — ModL.,

formed fr. Gk. \lzxx-, 'behind', and octtsov,

'bone'. See meta- and osteo-.

metralgia, n., pain in the uterus {med.) — Medi-

cal L., compounded of Gk. (XYj-rpa, 'uterus,

womb', and aXyo;, 'pain'. See metro-, 'uterine',

and -algia.

metre, n.— Var. of meter, 'poetical rhythm', and

meter, 'unit of length'.

metric, adj., pertaining to the meter. — F. mitri-
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que, fr. m^tre, 'meter'. See meter, 'unit oflength',

and -ic.

metrical, also metric, adj., 1) pertaining to meas-

urement; 2) pertaining to meter (in poetry). —
L. metricus, fr. Gk. [ji£Tpix6i;, fr. [/.^Tpov, 'me-

ter'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm', and adj. suff.

-ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative; metrical-Iy, adv.

metrician, n., one who writes in meter; metrist.

— Formed with suff. -ician fr. meter, 'poetical

rhythm'. Cp. F. metricien.

metrics, n., the study of meter. — Formed with

suff. -ics fr. meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

metrist, n., one skilled in the use of poetical

meters.— ML. metrista, fr. L. metrum, 'meter'.

See meter, 'poetical rhythm', and -ist.

metritis, n., inflammation of the uterus {med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk. (jiriTpa,

'womb'. See metro-, 'uterine'.

metro-, combining form meaning 'measure', as

in metrology.— Gk. [xsTpo-, fr. [xlxpov, 'meas-

ure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

metro-, combining form meaning 'mother, as in

metropolis. — Gk. [J-TiTpo-, fr. (xtittjp, gen.

[iTj-irpo;, 'mother'. See mother and cp. mater,

metro-, combining form meaning 'uterine', as in

metrorrhagia.— Gk. (Xigxpo-, fr. [iifiTpa, 'uterus,

womb', which is rel. to (Jf:rjTr)p, 'mother'; see

mother and cp. metritis, parametrimn. For sense

development cp. L. matrix, 'breeding animal;

womb, matrix', fr. mater, 'mother' (see matrix)

metrology, n., the study of weights and measures.

— Compounded of metro-, 'measure', and Gk.

-Xoy'ioi, fr. -Xdyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: metrolog-ic-al, adj., metrolog-ist, n.

metronome, n., a ticking pendulum for marking

exact time in music. — Compounded of metro-,

'measure', and Gk. vAfjto;, 'law'. See nomo-.

Derivative: metronomic, adj.

metronymic, adj., derived from the name of a

mother or of another female ancestor. — Late

Gk. |xr,Tpo)vu(jn.>t65, 'named after one's moth-

er, compounded of Gk. [i^'^'^P. B^n. (irixpo?,

'mother', ovufxa, dial, form of ovofxa, and suff.

-1x6;. See mother, onomato- and adj. suff. -ic

and cp. patronymic.

Derivatives: metronymic, n., metronym-y, n.

metropolis, n., capital city. — Late L. metropolis,

fr. Gk. (AYixpoTToXti;, 'a mother city (i.e., a city

from which other cities have been colonized)',

compounded of h-'OI^P. gen- n^jxpd;, 'mother',

and TtoXi;, 'city'. See mother and police, 'method

ol governmg'.

metropolitan, adj., belonging to a metropolis. —
Late L. metropolitdnus, fr. Gk. iiTiXpOTtoXtxT)!;,

'metropolitan', fr. (xrjxpoTCoXii;. See prec. word

and -an.

metropolitan, n., a metropolitan bishop. — Orig.

'bishop of a metropolis'. See metropolitan, adj.

metropolitanate, n., the office of a metropolitan
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bishop. — Formed fr. prec. word with subst.

suff. -ate.

metrorrhagia, n., uterine hemorrhage {med.) —
Medical L., compounded ofGk. tJ.Tf)xpa, 'uterus,

womb', and -ppayia, 'a bursting forth', from

the stem of p/jyvuvai 'to burst forth'. See me-

tro-, 'uterine', and -rrhagia.

Derivative; metrorrhag-ic, adj.

MetrOsideros, n., a genus of trees and shrubs of

the myrtle family {bot.)— ModL., compounded

of Gk. [iTjXpa, 'uterus, womb; heart or pith of a

tree', and tJiSripoi;, 'iron'. See metro-, 'uterine',

and siderite.

Metroxylon, n., a genus of palms of the family

Arecaceae {bot.)— ModL., compounded of Gk.

[XTjTpa, 'uterus, womb; heart or pith of a tree',

and 5uXov, 'wood'. See metro-, 'uterine', and

xylo-.

-metry, combining form denotmg tht process oj

measuring (as specified by the first element of

the compound ending in -metry). — ME. -me-

tric, fr. MF. (= F.) -metric, fr. L. -metria, Gk.

-[XExpta, 'ameasuring of, fn-jxExpT];, 'measurer

of, fr. SJi^xpov 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm', and cp. -meter, 'measuring instrument'.

mettle, n., disposition, spirit. — A var. of metal.

Derivatives: mettl-ed, adj., mettle-some, adj.,

mettle-some-ly, adv., mettle-some-ness, n.

meturgeman, n., an official of the early Jewish

synagogue who translated into Aramaic the

verses read from the Scriptures in Hebrew. —
Aram, m^thurgemdn, inexact spelling of m thor^-

gemdn, 'interpreter', which is a blend of targ -

man and Heb. m^thargem; see Targum. See

Bacher, Exegetische Terminologie, vol. 1, p- 206,

note 2.

meum, n., mine used in meum and tuum, 'mine and

thine' ; denoting right in property. — L., neut.

of meus, 'my, mine', which stands for *mey-os,

and is rel. to me, 'me', mihi (for *me-hi), 'to me',

and cogn. with OSlav. moji, OPruss. mais (for

*moyos), Hitt. -mesh, 'my', Goth, meins, OE.

min, 'my, of me'. See me, and cp. mine, pron.,

my. Cp. also the first element in monseigneur,

monsieur, monsignor.

Meum, n., a genus of plants of the carrot family

(ftof.) — L. meum, 'baldmoney, spicknel', fr.

Gk. |jtv)ov, which is of unknown origin.

mew, n., the common gull. — ME. mewe, fr. OE.

miew, rel. to OS. mew, Fris. meau, mieu, MLG.

mewe, MDu., Du. meeuw (G. Mowe is a LG.

loan word), ON. mar, Dan. maage, Norw.

maase, Swed. mis, mdse, 'gull'; of imitative

origin. OF. moue (whence F. mouette) and Lith.

mevas are ieut. loan words. Cp. tiie s.etuiiJ cle-

ment in fuhnar. Cp. also mew, 'to cry as a cat'.

mew, n., a cage for hawks. — ME. mue, mewe,

'cage for hawks while they are molting', fr.

MP. (= F.) mue, fr. muer, 'to molt'. See mew,

'to shed, molt'.

Derivative: mew, tr. v., to shut up in a cage.

mew, tr. v., to shed, molt.— ME. muwen, fr. MF.

(= F.) muer, 'to shed, molt', fr. L. mutare, 'to

change'. See mutation,

mew, interj. and n., the cry of a cat; intr. v., to

cry as a cat. — Of imitative origin. Cp. G.

miauen, F. miauler and see miaow, miaul,

mewl, intr. v., 1) to cry as a cat; 2) to whimper.

— Cp. mew, 'to cry as a cat', and miaul,

mews, n., a set of royal stables built on place

where mews for hawks were kept. — See mew,

'cage for hawks'.

mezuzah, mezuza, n., a small roll of parchment

containing Deut. 6:4-9 (the Shema), and Deut.

1 1 : 13-21, afSxed to the doorpost of every room,

on the right side ofthe entrance {Jewish religion).

— Heb. m^zuzd'', lit. 'doorpost', orig. prob.

meaning 'something standing', and rel. to

Akkad. nazazu, 'to stand', manzdzu, 'doorpost'.

The mezuzah was so called from the doorposts

(Heb. rrfzuzotH), to which it is to be affixed (see

Deut. 6:9 and 11:20).

mezzanine, n., a low story between two higher

ones.— F., fr. It. mezzanino, dimin. of mezzano,

'middle', fr. L. medidnus, 'middle', fr. medius.

See media, 'voiced stop consonant', and cp.

median. Cp. also mezzo,

mezzo, adj., half, moderate {mus.)— It., 'middle',

fr. L. medius. See media, 'voiced stop consonant'.

mezzo-relievo, mezzo-rilievo, n., middle relief. —
It. mezzorilievo. See prec. word and relief and

cp. alto-relievo,

mezzo-soprano, n., a voice intermediate between

soprano and alto {mus.) — Compounded of

mezzo and soprano,

mezzotint, n., a form of engraving on copper or

steel. — It. mezzotinto, 'half-tint'. See mezzo-

tinto.

Derivatives: mezzotint, tr. v., mezzotint-er, n.

mezzotinto, n., mezzotint. —It., compounded of

mezzo, 'middle', and tinto, 'dyed', pp. of tingere,

'to dye, color'. See mezzo and tint.

Derivative: mezzotinto, adj.

mho, n., the unit of conductance (i.e. the recip-

rocal of the unit of resistance, the ohm) (electr.)

— The anagram of ohm (q.v.)

mi, n., a syllable used in solmization to denote

the third tone of the diatonic scale (mus.)

miaow, interj. and n., the cry of a cat; intr. v., to

cry as a cat, to mew. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

mew, 'to cry as a cat', miaul.

miargyrite, n., silver sulfantimonite {mineral.) —
G. Miargyrit, lit. '(having) less silver', fr. Gk.

[jLEiwv, 'less', and Spyupoc, 'silver' (see mio-

and argyro-); so called because it contains less

silver than pyrargyrite. The ending -it goes

back to Gk. i~r,- zis subst. suff. -ite.

miasma, n., infectious exhalation from putres-

cent matter. — ModL., fr. Gk. (jiiaaixa, gen.

fiiao|xaxoi;, 'stain, defilement', from the stem of

(xiottveiv, 'to stain, defile' (whence afxiavxc;,

'undefiled'), rel. to (J-tapi?, later form [iispo;,

'defiled with blood', fr. I.-E. base *mei-, *mai-,

'to stain, defile', whence perh. also Goth, mail.



miasmatology

OE. mdl, 'stain, mark'. See mole, 'spot on the

skin', and -ma and cp. Miastor, amianthus.

Derivatives : miasm-al, miasmat-ic, miasmat-ous,

miasm-ic, adjs.

miasmatology, n., the study of miasmata (jned.)

— Compounded of Gk. (xtaCTfia, gen. (j,ia<J(Aa-

To?, 'stain, defilement', and -Xoyia, fr. -X6yo<;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See prec. word and

-logy.

Miastor, n., a genus of flies of the family Itonidae

(entomol.) — Gk. [iiaaTtop, 'wretch who pol-

lutes others', lit. 'one stained or defiled', from the

stem of [iiaivEiv, 'to stain, defile'. See miasma,

miaul, intr. v., to cry as a cat. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. F. miauler. It. miagolare, Sp. mau-

llar, 'to cry as a cat, to mew', and E. mew, 'to

cry as a cat', mewl, miaow,

mica, n., any of a group of minerals (mostly

aluminum silicates) crystallizing in thin, often

transparent, layers. — L. mica, 'crumb', fr

*smik-a, cogn. with Homeric Gk. <JiJ.'ixp6c;, Ion.,

Att. (ii)tp6(;, 'small', ON. smar, OHG. smdhi,

'small, petty', OHG. smahl, 'littleness, small-

ness' (whence G. Schmach, 'disgrace') ; fr. I.-E.

base *smeii)k-, *smlk-, 'ground grain; ground

down, pulverized', enlargement of *sme-, 'to

smear, to rub' ; see micro-. The sense develop-

ment of English mica was influenced by a con-

fusion with L. micare, 'to glisten'. Cp. micelle,

micaceous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

mica. — Formed fr. mica with suff. -aceous.

Micah, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the sixth in

the order of the Twelve Prophets, who lived in

the 8th cent. B.C.E.— Heb. Mikhd'', shortened

fr. Mikhaydh, lit. 'Who is like the Lord ?' Cp.

Michael,

micelle, also micella, micell, n., a hypothetical

structural particle (biol. and chem.) — ModL.

micella, 'a little crumb', dimin. of mica. See

mica and -ella.

Michael, 1) masc. PN.; 2) in the 5i6/e, an arch-

angel. — Late L., fr. Gk. Miyaiik, fr. Heb.

Mikhd'el, lit. 'Who is like God?' See El and cp.

Micah.

Michaelmas, n., festival ofthe archangel Michael,

celebrated by the Christian church on Septem-

ber 29th. — Compounded of Michael and -mas,

'mass'. See Mass.

mick, n., an Irishman (slang). — Corruption of

the PN. Michael,

mickle, adj., great, much (archaic or dial.)— ME.

mikel, muchel, fr. OE. micel, mycel, 'great, big,

many', rel. to OS. mikil, ON. mikill, OHG.
mihhil, Goth, mikils, fr. l.-E. base *meg(h)-,

*m^g-, 'great, large', whence also OI. mah-,

maha-, mahdt-, 'great', mahas-, 'greatness',

Avestic maz-, mazant-, 'great', mazah-, 'great-

ness', Toch. A mak, B. maka-, 'great, much',

Hitt. mekkish. 'great, large'. Arm. mec (instru-

mental case mecaw), 'large', Gk. vir^axi, fem.

iiev(4An. neut. uiva, 'weat. large'. Ion. liiJCov
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(for *[xeyi(OM), 'greater, larger', Att. (iei^mv (of

s.m., formed on analogy of xpeiTTcov, 'strong-

er', dcfXEivcov, 'better, stronger'), Gk. (j.^y^'to?,

'greatest, largest', L. magnus, 'great, large,

much, abundant', major ffor *mag-yds), 'great-

er', maximus (for *mag-s mos), 'greatest'. Alb.

mai^ (determined form madi), 'great, large', Mir.

mag, maignech, 'great, large', mass (for *mak-

sos), 'stately', MW. maon (for *mag-ones), 'the

great ones', maith, meith (for *mag-tio-), 'long,

great', Olr. do-for-maig, 'increases'. Cp. much,

more. Cp. also almagest, maestro, magisterial,

magistrate. Magna Charta, magnanimous, mag-

nate, magnificent, magniloquent, magnitude,

magnum, magnum bonum, magnum opus, mahat-

ma, Mala, majesty, major, majuscule, master,

maximum, May, mayor, mega-, mehtar, mister,

mistral, mistress, the first element in Mahabha-

rata, maharaja, maharanee, mahout, and the

second element in palmistry.

Derivative : mickle-ness, a.

micr-, combining form. — See micro-,

micrify, tr. v., to make small. — A hybrid coined

fr. Gk. [xtxpo?, 'small' (see micro-), and E.

-fy (fr. L. -ficdre).

micro-, micr-, combining form meaning 1) small;

2) microscopic; 3) one millionth part of a given

unit (as e.g. microgram denotes the milhonth

part of a gram). — Gk. (ilxpo-, [Aixp-, fr.

(jiijcpoc, 'small', which is cogn. with L. mica,

'crumb'. See mica,

microanalysis, n., the chemical analysis of very

small quantities. — ModL., compounded of

micro- and analysis,

microbarograph, n., a barograph for recording

very small changes. — Compounded of micro-

and barograph,

microbe, n., a minute organism; popular name

for a bacterium. — Coined by the French sur-

geon Sedillot in 1878 fr. Gk. fj.ixp6i;, 'small',

and pio?, 'life'. See micro- and bio-.

Derivatives: microb-al, microb-ial, microb-ian,

microb-ic, adjs.

microbiology, n., that branch of biology which

deals with microorganisms. — Compounded of

micro- and biology.

Derivatives: microbiolog-ical, adj., microbiolog-

ist, n.

microcephalic, adj., microcephalous. — See next

word and -ic.

microcephalous, adj., small-headed. — ModL.

microcephalus, fr. Gk. (uxpox£9aXo<;, 'small-

headed', which is compounded of (iixp6(;,

'small', and xscpaX-f), 'head'. See micro- and-ce-

phalous.

microcephaly, n., the condition of being microce-

phalic. — See prec. word and -y (representing

Gk. -LS).

microchemistry, n., that branch of chemistry

which deals with microscopic objects or quanti-

ties. — Compounded of micro- and diemistry.

mkrodine, n., a kind of feldspar belonging to the
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triclinic system (mineral.) — Compounded of

micro- and Gk. xXfveiv, 'to incline'. See clinical,

microcosm, n., a miniature world. — F. micro-

cosme, fr. Late L. microcosmus, fr. Gk. [xixpo?

x6(J|jio(;, 'little world'. See micro- and cosmos and

cp. macrocosm.

Derivatives : microcosm-ic, microcosm-ic-al, adjs.

microcyte, n., a small red blood cell (anat.) —
Lit. 'a small cell', coined by the Canadian phy-

sician Sir William Osier (1849-1919) fr. mlcro-

and Gk. xiixo?, 'a hollow vessel'. See -cyte.

Derivative: microcyt-ic, adj.

microfarad, n., one-millionth part of a farad

(electr.)— Compounded of micro- and farad,

microgram, n., one-millionth part of a gram. —
Compounded of micro- and gram,

micrograph, n., an instrument for executing

minute writing, drawing or engraving. — Com-

pounded of micro- and Gk. -ypacpo?, fr. ypa-

9£tv, 'to write'. See -graph,

micrography, n., 1) the art of writing in very small

characters; 2) description of microscopic ob-

jects. — Compounded of micro- and -ypaqjia,

fr. ypa9Eiv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

micrology, n., exaggerated attention to petty

things. — Gk. [AixpoXoyta, 'pettiness, care for

trifles', fr. [AlxpoXoyo?, 'petty, careful about

trifles', which is compounded of [iTxpo?,

'small; petty', and -Xoyta, fr. X6yoi;, 'word,

speech, discourse'. See micro- and -logy,

micrometer, n., an instrument for making exact

measurements. — Compounded of micro- and

Gk. ^ETpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

Derivatives: micrometr-ic, adj., micrometr-y, n.

micron, n., one-millionth part of a meter. —
ModL., fr. Gk. jxixpov, neut. of [itxpo?, 'small'.

See micro-.

Micronesia, n., groups of small islands in the

western Pacific, north of the equator and east of

the Philippines. — Compounded of micro- and

Gk. vTJao?, 'island', which is prob. rel. to vtj-

XEiv, 'to swim'. See Indonesia and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: Micronesi-an, adj. and n.

microorganism, n., a microscopic organism. —
Compounded of micro- and organism,

microphone, n., an instrument for intensifying

small sounds. — Compounded of micro- and

Gk. <?<ovif), 'voice, sound'. See phone, 'speech

sound".

microphotograpb, n., a very small photograph. —
Compounded of micro- and photograph,

microphyte, n., a microscopic plant, esp. a bac-

terium. — Compounded of micro- and Gk.

(puTov, 'a plant'. See -phyte.

Derivative: microphyl-ic, adj.

microscope, n. — ModL. microscopium, lit. 'an

instrument for examining small objects' ; com-

pounded of micro- and Gk. -cxottiov, fr. oxo-

Tceiv, 'to look at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivatives: microscop-ic, microscop-ic-al, adjs.,

microscop-ic-al-ly, adv., microscop-ist, n., mi-

croscop-y, n.

microsome, n., one of the minute granules in the

protoplasm (biol.) — Compounded of micro-

and Gk. cr£i[ia, 'body'. See soma, 'body'.

microspore, n., a minute spore (bot. and zool.) —
Compounded of micro- and Gk. OTtopa, 'a

sowing, seed'. See spore.

Derivatives: microspor-ic, microspor-ous, adjs.

microstomatous, adj., having a small mouth. —
Compounded of micro- and Gk. aT6[xa, gen.

(jT6;xaT0!;, 'mouth'. See stoma and -ous.

microstomous, adj., microstomatous.— See prec.

word.

microtia, n., abnormal smallness of the ear (med.)

— Medical L., compounded of micr- and Gk.

o5;, gen. uxo;, 'ear'. See oto- and 1st -ia and

cp. Microtus.

Microtinae, n., pi., a subfamily of rodents, the

field voles and the lemming mice (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff". -inae fr. Microtus

(q.v.)

microtome, n., an instrument for cutting thin sec-

tions for examination under the microscope. —
Compounded of micro- and Gk. -toixov, fr.

t6[xo(;, 'a cutting, a piece cut off"'. See -tome.

Derivatives: microtom-ic, adj., microtom-y, n.

Microtus, n., the typical genus of the Microtinae

(zool.)— ModL., compounded of micr- and Gk.

o5(;, gen mt^c, 'ear'. See oto- and cp. microtia.

microzyme, also microzyma,n., a zymotic microbe

(6/o/.) — F. microzyme, coined by the French

physician and chemist Pierre-Jacques B^champ

(1816-1908) fr. Gk. [iTxpii?, 'small', and t^ufiv],

'leaven'. See micro- and zyme.

mictiu-ate, intr. v., to urinate. — Formed irreg-

ularly fr. L. micturire. See next word and

verbal suff". -ate.

micturition, n., 1) a morbid desire to urinate; 2)

excessive urination ; 3) the act of urinating. —
Formed with suff". -ion fr. L. mictiirit-(um), pp.

stem of mictHrire 'to desire to urinate', desider-

ative oimingere, pp. stem mict-(um), 'to urinate',

which is rel. to meiere (for *meighiere), of s.m.,

and cogn. with OI. mehati, 'urinates', pp. mldhdh,

Avestic maezaiti, 'urinates, manures, dungs',

Gk. h\i.tix^i'^, ijJ-tx^tv, 'tourinate', \xoi-/6i;, 'adul-

terer'. Arm. mez, 'urine', mizem, 'I urinate',

(prob. denominated fr. mez), Toch. B miso,

'urine', earlier Lith. minzu, Lith. mqzii, Lett.

mizu, 'I urinate', OE. migan, ON. miga, MLG.
migen, 'to urinate', OE. micga, migoda, 'urine",

Goth, maihstus, OE. meox, 'dung, filth". See

masb, n., and cp. mistletoe, mixen. For the desid-

erative suff. -Urire in L. mictHrire cp. Abiturient

and words there referred to.

mid, adj. — ME., fr. OE. midd, rel. to ON. midr,

OS. middi, OFris. midde, OHG. mitti, Goth.

midjis, 'mid', and cogn. with OI. madhyafi, Gk.

(iiao?, L. medius, 'middle'. See media, 'voiced

stop consonant', and words there referred to

and cp. esp. middle.



mid

mid, prep., amid. — Aphetic for amid.

Midas, n., a king of Phrygia, to wliom Dionysus

granted tiie favor of turning everytliing lie

touclied into gold (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.

MtSac; of Plirygian origin.

midday, n., the middle of the day, noon. — ME.,

fr. OE. midddieg. See mid, adj., and day.

midden, n., 1) a dunghill; 2) a prehistoric refuse.

— ME. midding, fr. Dan. modding, fr. earlier

megdynge, 'dunghill', which is compounded of

mag, 'muck, dung', and dynge, 'heap of dung'.

See muck and dung,

middle, adj.— ME. middel, fr. OE. middel, rel. to

OS. middil, MLG., Du. middel, OHG. mittil,

MHG., G. mittel, 'middle' and to OE. midd,

'mid'. See mid, adj.

middle, n. — Subst. use of middle, adj. Cp. G.

Mittel, n., fr. mittel, adj.

Derivative: middle, tr. v.

middling, adj. and n. — Formed fr. middle with

suflf. -ing.

middy, n., midshipman (colloq.) — Shortened fr.

midshipman.

midge, n.— ME. migge, fr. OE. mycge, mycg, rel.

to OS. muggia, ON. my, Dan. myg, Swed. myg-

ga, mygg, MDu. mugghe, Du. mug, OHG. mucka,

MHG. mucke, mucke, G. Mucke, 'midge, gnat',

from the I.-E. imitative base *mu-, 'to buzz',

whence also Arm. mun (for *mu-no), 'gnat',Alb.

mi-zE, 'gnat' (formed with dimin. suff. -ze). Cp.

the imitative base *mus-, whence Gk. (xuTa (for

*[i'j(jia), L. musca, OSlav. mucha (for *mousa),

Lith. muse, Lett, musa, OPruss. muso, 'fly', dial.

Swed. mausa, 'fly', OSlav. mUsica, 'gnat'. Cp.

mosquito, Musca, muscarine, musket, Myiar-

chus, Stegomyia. Cp. also mugwort.

Derivatives: midget (q.v.), midg-y, adj.

midget, n., a very small person; adj., very small.

— Formed fr. midge with dimin. suff. -et.

Derivative: midget-y, adj.

Midi, n., southern France.— F., fr. midi, 'south',

lit. 'midday', compounded of mi, 'middle' (fr.

L. mediiis), and -di, 'day' (fr. L. dies). See media,

'voiced stop consonant', and dies non and cp.

midinette.

Midianite, n., one of a nomadic tribe of northern

Arabia (Bible). — Lit. 'descendant of Midian'

;

formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Heb. Midydn,

son of Abraham and Keturah. See Gen. 25:2.

midinette, n., a Parisian work-girl who comes out

of the shop at noon time. — F., contraction of

midi-dinette (see haplology), lit. '(one who) dines

at noon', fr. midi, 'midday', and dinette, 'child's

dinner', dimin. of diner, 'dinner'. For the ety-

mology of F. midi and diner see Midi and

dinner,

midmost, adj. — ME. midmest, fr. OE. midmest,

which is double superl. of midd, 'mid'. See mid,

adj. The change of e (in OE., ME. midmest) to

o (in E. midmost) is due to an erroneous asso-

ciation with most. See -most and cp. words there

referred to.
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midnight, n. — ME., fr. OE. midniht. See mid,

adj., and night,

midrash, n., exposition of the Holy Scriptures

(Hebrew literature). — Heb. midhrdsh, 'study,

exposition', in Mishnaic Hebrew, 'homiletical

interpretation', fr. Heb. dardsh, 'he sought, in-

quired, investigated', in Mishnaic Heb. also 'he

expounded, interpreted'; hence Aram, d rash,

'he searched out, investigated, interpreted', and

—through the medium of this latter—Arab.

ddrasa, 'he read repeatedly, he studied', Ethiop.

dardsa, 'he expounded'. Cp. madrasah,

midriff, n., the diaphragm.— ME. mydrif, fr. OE.

midhrif, a compound of OE. midd (see mid, adj.)

and hrif, 'belly . which is rel. to OHG. href.

OFris. hrif, href, 'belly', OHG. href, 'body', and

cogn. with L. corpus, 'body'. See corpus and cp.

words there referred to.

midst, n. — ME. middest, midest, formed with

intensive suflf. -/ fr. middes, mides, adverbial gen.

of mid. See mid, adj., and cp. amid, amidst.

Cp. also against and words there referred

to.

Derivative: midst, prep.

midsummer, n. — ME. midsumer, midsomer, fr.

OE. midsumor. See mid, adj., and summer,

midwife, n. — ME. midwif fr. OE. mid, 'with',

and wif, 'wife, woman'. The first element is rel.

to Goth, mip, ON. med, 'with', and cogn. with

Gk. jJi.£T(i, 'between, among, with, after'; see

meta-. For the second element see wife.

Derivatives : midwife, tr. v., midwifery (q.v.)

midwifery, n. — A hybrid formed fr. midwife

and -ery, a suflf. of Romance origin.

mien, n., manner, demeanor, appearance. — F.

mine, 'look, appearance, mien', borrowed fr.

Bret, min, 'beak, muzzle, nose'; prob. influ-

enced in meaning by the verb de-mean.

miff, n., a trifling quarrel; tr. v., to put or be out

of humor. — Orig. exclamation of disgust. Cp.

G. muffen, 'to sulk'.

might, v., past tense of may. — ME. mighte, fr.

OE. meahte, mihte, past tense of magan, 'to be

able'. See may, aux. v.

might, n., power. — ME. mighte, fr. OE. miht, rel.

to ON. mdttr, OFris., MDu., Du. macht, OS.,

OHG., MHG. maht, G. Macht, Goth, mahts,

fr. Teut. *mahti-, 'might', fr. I.-E. base *mdgh-,

*m^gh-, 'to be able'. See may, aux. v., and cp.

main, the first element in Matilda, and the second

element in wehrmacht.

mighty, adj. — ME., fr. OE. mihtig, fr. miht,

'might'. See might, n., and -y (representing OE.

-ig).

Derivatives : mighti-ly, adv., mighti-ness, n.

mignon, adj., dainty, delicate. — P., 'delicate,

charming, pretty', fr. OF. mignot, of s.m., orig.

'caressing, fondling, flattering', from the base

ofminet, 'pussy, kitten; pet, darling', which is of

imitative origin. Cp. minion, which is a doublet

of mignon.

mignonette, n., French name of the plant Reseda
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odorata. — Fem. dimin. of F. mignon, 'pretty,

delicate". See prec. word and -ette.

migraine, n., a periodical headache, usually on

one side of the head only. — F., fr. Late L.

hemicrania, fr. Gk. rjfxixpavia, 'a pain on one

side of the head', which is compounded of T)[xt-,

'half, and xpaviov, 'head, skull'. See hemi-and

cranium and cp. hemicrania, megrim.

migrant, adj., migrating; n., one who migrates;

a migratory bird. — L. migrans, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of migrdre. See next word and -ant

and cp. emigrant, immigrant, transmigrant.

migrate, intr. v. — L. migrdt-(um), pp. stem of

migro, migrdre, 'to move from one place to

another, change', which prob. stands for

*mig"rd^6 and is denominated fr. *mig'"ros,

'moving from one place to another', fr. I.-E.

base *meig'^-, *mig"-, whence also Gk. a[iEi-

fJsiv, 'to change', aixoi^T), 'change'; cp. amoe-

ba. Base *meig^-, *mig*'- is an enlargement of

base *mei-, *moi- 'to change; to change one's

place, to go', whence also OI. mdyate, 'changes',

L. medre, 'to go, pass'. See mean, 'of low rank',

and cp. meatus, emigrate, immigrate, trans-

migrate. For the ending of migratesee verbal suflf.

-ate.

migration, n. — L. migrdtio, gen. -onis, 'removal,

change', fr. migrat-(um), pp. stem of migrdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

migrator, n., one who migrates; specif., a migra-

tory bird. — L., fr. migrdt-(um), pp. stem of

migrdre. See migrate and agential suff. -or.

migratory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -cry

fr. L. migrdt-(um), pp. stem of migrdre. See mi-

grate.

mihrab, n., in a mosque, the niche indicating the

direction of Mecca. — Arab, mihrab.

mikado, n., the emperor of Japan (a title used by

non-Japanese).— Jap., compounded of mi, 'au-

gust', and kado, 'gate'. Cp. Pharaoh, the title of

the Egyptian kings, which lit. means 'great

house", and the Sublime Porte, as the official

name of the Turkish Government.

Mikania, n., a genus of plants, the climbing

hempweed (bot.) — ModL., named after Joseph

Gottfried Mikan (1743-1814), professor of bot-

any at the University of Prague. For the ending

see 1st suff. -ia.

mikra, n., 1) the Hebrew text of the Bible; 2) the

Bible.— Heb. miqrd', lit. 'reading', fr. qdrd', 'he

called, proclaimed, read, recited', which is rel.

to Aram. g^rd\ of s.m. (Arab, qdraa', 'he read,

proclaimed aloud, recited', is prob. an Aram,

loan word). Cp. Karaism, Koran.

mil, n., a unit of length equal to one-thousandth

part of an inch. — L. milk, 'a thousand'. See

mile.

milarite, n., a silicate of potassium, calcium and

aluminum (mineral.) — Named after Val Milar.

The name is due to the erroneous belief that

this mineral is found in Val Milar in Switzer-

land. In reality, it occurs in Val Giuf in the same

country. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

milch, adj., giving milk. — ME. milche, fr. OE.

-milce (in pri-milce, 'May' (i.e. the month in

which cows can be milked three times daily),

rel. to ON. mjolkr, milkr, Du. melk, OHG.,

MHG. melch, G. melk, 'giving milk', and to OE.

melcan, 'to milk', meolc, 'milk'. See milk.

Derivative: milch-er, n.

mild, adj. — ME. milde, mild, fr. OE. milde, rel.

to OS. mildi, ON. mildr, OFris. milde, Du. mild,

OHG. milti, MHG. milte, milde, G. milde,

Goth, mildeis, 'mild', and cogn. withGk. |j.dX»r),

mixture of wax and pitch, (xaX^tov, 'weakling',

[iaX&axo;, 'soft', (j,aX3-ac!(JS!.v, (j.aXdaiv£tv 'to

soften', and prob. also with OI. mdrdhati, 'leaves

behind, neglects', fr. I.-E. *mel-dh-, enlargement

of base *mel-, 'to rub, grind'. See meal, 'edible

grain', and cp. maltha, and the first element in

Mildred. Derivatives: mild-ly, adv., mild-ness, n.

mildew, n. — ME., fr. OE. meledeaw, mildeaw,

'honeydew, nectar', rel. to OS. milidou, Swed.

mjoldagg, Du. meeldauw, OHG. milituo, MHG.
miltou, G. Meltau, 'mildew'. The first element of

these words prob. derives from a blend of I.-E.

*melit-, 'honey', and I.-E. *mel, 'to grind'; see

mel, resp. meal, 'edible grain'. For the second

element see dew.

Derivatives: mildew, tr. and intr. v., mildew-er,

n., mildew-y, adj.

Mildred, fem. PN. — Fr. OE. Milddryd, com-

pounded of milde, 'mild', and dryd, 'power,

strength'. For the first element see mild. The

second element is rel. to ON. prudr, OS. prup-,

'power, strength', on. pro-ask, 'to ripen, thrive',

proskr, 'strong', OHG. triuwen, 'to bloom,

blossom', trouwen, 'to grow', MHG. druo,

'fruit'.

mile, n. — ME., fr. OE. mil, pi. mila, mile, fr. L.

milia, pi. of mille, 'a thousand' (in . . . milia pas-

suum, '.
. . thousand paces', i.e. '. . . miles'). L.

mille is of uncertain origin. It is perh. cogn.

with Gk. xtXi.01, OI. sa-hdsram, 'a thousand';

see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., II, 88 s.v. mille.

Cp. mil, millennium, millesimal, million. Cp.

also kilo-.

mileage, n., distance in miles. — Formed fr. mile

with suff. -age.

Milesian, adj., pertaining to Miletus, an ancient

city of Asia Minor; n., a native of Miletus. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Milesius, fr. Gk.

MtXridtoi;, fr. MiXyj-toc, 'Miletus'.

Milesian, adj., Irish; n., an Irishman.— Formed

with suff. -an fr. Milesius, Latinized form of

Miledh, name of a legendary Spanish king,

whose sons are said to have conquered Ireland.

This name derives fr. Ir. mileadh, 'champion',

fr. Olr. mil, gen. miled, 'soldier', which is a loan

word fr. L. miles, gen. militis. See militia.

milfoil, n., the yarrow. — ME., fr. OF. milfoil

(F. millefeuille), fr. L. millefolium, 'milfoil',

which is compounded of mille, 'a thousand',

aad folium, 'leaf. See mile and folio.



miliaria, n., skin disease caused by the inflamma-

tion of the sweat glands (med.) — ModL., fr. L.

milidrius, 'resembling millet'. See next word.

miliary, adj., 1) resembling the seeds of millet,

2) in medicine, characterized by papules resem-

bling the seeds of millet. — L. milidrius, 're-

sembling millet', fr. milium. See millet and adj.

suff. -ary.

Milicent, also Millicent, Melicent, fem. PN. —
Fr. earlier Malasintha, fr. OHG. Amalswind,

lit. 'strong in work', fr. amal, 'work', and

*swind, 'strong'. For the first element cp. the

first element in Emery. The second element is

rel. to OS., OE. swid, Goth, swinps, 'strong',

OE. gesund, OHG. gisunt, 'healthy'. See sound,

'healthy'.

milieu, n., surroundings. — P., 'middle, medium,

mean', lit. 'middle place', fr. mi, 'middle' (fr. L.

medius), and lieu, 'place' (fr. L. locus). See media,

'voiced stop consonant', and local and cp.

juste-milieu.

Miliola, n., a genus of Foraminifera (jpateontol.)

ModL., a diminutive formed fr. L. milium,

'millet' (see millet); so called from its resem-

blance to the seeds of millet.

miliolite, n., a fossil foraminifer of the genus

Miliola (paleontoL)— Formed from prec. word

with subst. suff. -ite.

militancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

mUitant, adj., fighting. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.)

militant, fr. L. militantem, ace. of militans, pres.

part of mititdre, 'to serve as a soldier', fr. miles,

gen. militis. See militia and -ant.

Derivatives: militant, n., militant-ly, adv.

militarism, n.— F. militarisme, fr. militaire, 'mili-

tary'. See military and -ism.

militarist, n., 1) an expert in the art of war; 2) an

advocate of militarism. — Formed fr. military

with suff. -ist.

Derivatives: militarist, adj., militarist-ic adj.,

militarist-ic-al-ly, adv.

military, adj. — MF. (= F.) militaire, fr. L. mlli-

tdris, 'of, or belonging to, a soldier', dissimi-

lated ir.*mUit-dlis, fr. miles, gen. militis, 'soldier'

;

see militia and 4th -ary. Cp. aldris, 'of the wing',

exempldris, 'serving as a copy', and see adj. suff.

-ar.

Derivatives; military, n., militari-ly, adv., mili-

tari-ness, n., militarism (q.v.), militarist (q.v.),

militar-ize, tr. v., militar-iz-ation, n.

militate, intr. v., 1) to work as a soldier (now

rare) ; 2) to work against or for). — L. militdt-

(um), pp. stem of militdre, 'to ser\'e as a soldier',

fr. miles, gen. militis. See prec. word and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative: militat-ion, n.

militia, n.— L. militia, 'military service, warfare",

fr. miles, gen. militis, 'soldier', which is of un-

certain origin. It meant perh. orig. 'one who

marches in a troop', and is cogn. with OI.

melah, melaka-, 'assembly', Gk. 6[iUo5, 'an as-
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sembled crowd, a throng'. See homily and cp.

militant, military, Milesian, 'Irish'.

milk, n. — ME. melk, milke, fr. OE. meoluc,

meolc, mile, rel. to OS. miluk, ON. mjolk, Swed.

and Norw. mjolk, OFris. melok, Dan., Du. melk,

OHG. mituh, MHG., G. milch, Goth, miluks,

'milk', OF., melcan, ON. molka, mjolka, OFris.

melka, Du. melken, OHG. melchan, MHG., G.

melken, 'to milk', fr. I.-E. base *melg-, "to press

out, to wipe off milk', whence also Gk. lifx^X-

yeiv, 'to milk'. Alb. mjet', mieV, 'I milk', L. mul-

gere, 'to milk', OSlav. mlUzQ, mlisti, Lith. melzu,

milzti, 'to milk', Mir. bligim, 'I milk', Olr. melg,

mlicht, blicht, 'milk', Toch. A mdlkant, 'they

gave milk', A malke, B malkwer, 'milk', Ol.

mdrsti, marjati, mrjdti, 'wipes off'. Cp. milch.

Cp. also emulgent, emulsify, emulsion, milch,

and the second element in Caprimulgus.

Derivative: milk-y, adj., milk-i-ness, n.

milk, tr. and intr. v. — ME. melken, milken, fr.

OE. meolcian, milcian, fr. meolc, mile, 'milk'.

See milk, n.

mill, n., a building fitted with machinery for

grinding grain. — ME. milne, melle, mille, fr.

mylen, myln, fr. Late L. molina, 'mill', whence

also OS. mulin, ON., Norw. mylna, Dan. melle,

Du. molen, OHG. muli, mulin (whence MHG.
miil, male, G. Miihle), 'mill'. (Fr. Late L. moli-

num, 'mill', are borrowed It. mulino, F. moulin,

Sp. molino. Port, moinho, OSlav. malinu). Late

L. molina and molinum derive fr. L. mola, 'mil),

millstone' (whence It. mola, F. meule, Sp. muela.

Port, mo, 'millstone'. Rum. moard, 'mill"), fr.

molere, 'to grind', fr. I.-E. base *mel-, 'to rub, to

grind', whence also Gk. jjtiiXr;, later [j.uXoc, 'mill".

See meal, 'edible grain', and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. molar, 'grinding", mole,

'false conception', molinary, moulin, mylo-. Cp.

also mull, 'to powder', mullet, 'star'.

Derivatives: mill, tr. v., to treat in a mill; intr.

v., to move confusedly in a circle; miller (q.v.),

mill-ing, n.

mill, n., the thousandth part of a dollar (used only

as a money of account). — Abbreviation of L.

millesimus, 'one thousandth'; formed on anal-

ogy of cent, 'the hundredth part of a dollar'

(which is short for L. centesimus, 'one hun-

dredth'). See mile,

mille, n., a thousand. — L. mille. See mile,

millefiori, n., ornamental glasswork. — It., lit. 'a

thousand flowers', fr. mille, 'a thousand", and

fiori, pi. of fiore, 'flower'. It.mille derives fr.L.

mille; see prec. word. It. fiore comes fr. L. fld-

rem, ace. oiflds, 'flower' ; see floral,

millenarian, adj., pertaining to a thousand years;

pertaining to a millennium; n., one who believes

in the coming of the millennium. — Late L. mil-

lendrius, 'containing a thousand'. See millenary

and -an.

millenarianism, n., belief in the millennium. —
Formed from prec. word with suff. -ism.

miUenaiy, adj., consisting of a thousand, esp. of

mimeograph

a thousand years. — L. millendrius, 'containing

a thousand', fr. milleni, 'a thousand each', fr.

mille. See mile and adj. suff. -ary.

millenary, n., 1) period of a thousand years; 2) a

thousandth anniversary. — Fr. prec. word.

millennium, n., period of a thousand years. —
ModL., formed on analogy of L. biennium,

'period of two years', etc., fr. L. mille, 'a thou-

sand', and annus, 'years'; see mile and annual

and cp. biennial.

Derivatives: millenni-al, adj., millennial-ly, adv.

millepede, also millipede, milliped, n., a myriapod
of the group Diplopoda, with two pairs of legs

for almost each segment.— L. millepeda, 'thou-

sandfeet', compounded of mille, 'a thousand',

and pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See mille and pedal.

Millepora, n., the genus of the millepores (zool.)

—ModL. See next word.

millepore, n., any of a group of coralline hydro-

zoans, with numerous pores on the surface. —
ModL. millepora, lit. 'that which has a thousand

passages', fr. L. mille, 'a thousand', and porus,

'passage'. See mile and pore.

miller, n. — ME. millere, fr. mille, fr. myln, 'mill',

fr. OE. mylen. See mill and agential suff. -er.

millerite, n., native nickel sulfide (mineral.) —
Named after the English mineralogist William

Hallowes Miller (1801-80). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

millesimal, adj., thousandth; n., a thousandth

part. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. mille'

simus, 'thousandth', fr. mille, 'a thousand". See

mille.

millet, n., a cereal grass. — ME. milet, fr. MF.
(= F.) millet, dimin. of mil, fr. L. milium, 'mil-

let', which stands for *meli^om and is cogn. with

Gk. (jteXivr], 'millet', Lith. mdlnos (pi.), 'millet'.

Cp. mealie, Melica, Miliola and the second ele-

ment in gromwell. For the ending see suff. -et.

milli-, combining form denoting one thousandth

part of a measure or weight. — Fr. L. mille, 'a

thousand'. See mile.

milliard, n., one thousand millions. — F., formed

fr. million with change of suffix. See million and
-ard.

Millicent, masc. PN. — See Milicent.

milligram, milligramme, n., the thousandth part

of a gram. — F. milligramme, lit. 'a thousandth

part of a gramme', formed fr. milli- and gramme.
See gram, gramme.

milliliter, millilitre, n., lit. 'a thousandth part of a

liter". — F. millilitre, formed fr. milli- and litre.

See liter, litre.

millimeter, millimetre, n. — F. millimetre, lit. 'a

thousandth part of a meter", formed fr. milli-

and metre. See meter, 'unit of length'.

milliner, n. — Earlier millaner, orig. 'inhabitant

of Milan', town in Italy, later used in the sense

of 'dealer in hats, ribbons and other fancy goods
imported from Milan", whence arose the mean-
ning : 'a woman who makes up or trims women's
hats and other apparel'.

Derivatives: milliner, tr. v., milliner-ing, n., mil-

liner-y, n., milliner-ial, adj.

million, n. — Late ME., fr. F. million, fr. It. mit-

lione (now spelled milione), lit. 'a great thou-
sand', which is formed with the augmentative
suff. -one fr. L. mille, 'a thousand'. See mille and
cp. -con.

Derivatives: million-th, adj. and n.

millionaire, n. — F. millionnaire, formed fr. mil-

lion with suff. -aire. See million and -ary.

millipede, n. — See millepede.

milord, n. — F., fr. E. my lord.

milreis, n., 1) name of a former Brazilian mone-
tary unit ; 2) name of a former Portuguese mone-
tary unit. — Port., for mil reis, lit, 'a thousand
reis'. See mille and reis.

milt, n., the spleen. -— ME. milte, fr. OE. miltre,

rel. to ON. milte, milti, Dan. milt, OSwed.
mjalte, mjdlter, milter, Swed. mjelte, 'spleen',

Norw. mjelte, 'spleen; milt offish', OFris. milte,

'spleen', MDu. milte, Du. milt, 'spleen; milt of
fish', OHG. milzi, MHG. milze, milz, G. MHz,
'spleen'. These words prob. mean lit. 'the soft-

ening or melting (gland)' and derive fr. I.-E.

*mel-d-, a -^-enlargement of base *mel-, 'to

rub, grind'. See meal, 'edible grain', and cp.
melt, mild.

milt, n., the male roe offish.— ME. milte, fr. OE.
milte; orig. identical with prec. word.

nulter, n., a male fish, esp. in the breeding season.
— Formed from prec. word with agential suff.

-er.

Milvinae, n., pi., a subfamily of the Falconidae,
the kites (ornithol.) — ModL., formed fr. Mil-
vus with suff. -inae.

Milvus, n., a genus of birds (ornithol.) — L. mll-

vus, 'kite', of uncertain origin.

mim, adj., prim, demure (dial.) — Of imitative

origin.

mimbar, n., the pulpit in a mosque. — Arab.
minbar, 'pulpit', which orig. denoted 'an (ele-

vated) seat', and is a loan word fr. Ethiop. min-
bar, 'seat', fr. nabdra, 'he was sitting". Ethiop.
nabdra is rel. to Arab, ndbara, 'he raised, ele-

vated'. For sense development cp. Arab, jdlasa,

'he sat down, was sitting', julus, 'sitting, sitting

down; accession to the throne'. See Theodor
Noldeke, Lehnworter in und aus dem Athiopi-
schen, in his Neue Beitrage zur semitischen
Sprachwissenschaft, Strassburg, 1910, p. 49. Cp.
almemar.

mim-, form of mimo- before a vowel.
mime, n. — L. mimus, fr. Gk. ii.T(io;, 'imitator,

actor, mime' (whence fii(i£ics*ai, 'to imitate'),

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. Mimosa and
the second element in pantomime.
Derivatives: mime, tr. and intr. v., mim-er, n.

mimeograph, n., a machine for making copies by
means of a stencil. — Coined from the stem of
Gk. ni(.iEta{^at, 'to imitate', and -ypatfoc, fr.

YpA<peiv, 'to write'. See mime and -graph.
Derivative: mimeograph, tr. v.



mimesis, n., imitation, mimicry (few/.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. \>.t\j.Timq, 'imitation', fr. ixineia^at. See

mime. _ ,. .

mimetic, adj., imitative. — Glc. [xTixtitix6<;, mu-

tative', fr. ixTiXYiTo?, verbal adj. of fxTnEi.a»at,

'to imitate'. See mime and -ic.

Derivative: mimetic-al-fy, adv.

mimic, adj., apt to imitate, imitative. — L. mimi-

cus, fr. Gk. fxIiJiwo?, 'pertaining to mimes,

farcical, mimic', fr. [Uiiot;. See mime and adj.

suff. -ic.

Derivatives: mimic, n. and tr. v., mimick-er, n.,

mimic-ry, n.

mimmation, n., the addition of a final m m the

declension ofnouns (as in Akkadian).— ModL.

mimmatio, gen. -onis, fr. mim, name of the letter

m in Arabic, which is related to mem, name of

the letter m in Hebrew. See mem and -ation.

mimo-, before a vowel, mim-, combining form

meaning 'mime' or 'mimic'. — Gk. [xifio-,

ui(ji-, fr. pTnioc,, 'imitator'. See mime.

Mimosa, n., a genus of plants (hot.) - ModL.,

fr. L. mimus, 'mime'. See mime.

Mimosaceae, n., pi., a family of plants (60/.) —
ModL., formed fr. Mimosa with suff. -aceae.

mimosaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

Mimulus, n., a genus of plants, the monkey

flower (hot.) — Late L. mimulus, dimm. of L.

mlmm (see mime and -ule) ; so called in allusion

to the masklike corolla.

Mimus, n., a genus of birds, the mockingbird

(ornithol.) — L. mimus, 'mime'. See mime.

Mimusops, n., a genus of tropical trees of the

sapodilla family (bot.) — ModL., compounded

of Gk. [jlTixw, gen. (jlih-o^?, 'ape' (fr. ixtSJ-o;,

'imitator'), and &^, gen. «7r6?, 'face'. See mime

and -ops.

mina, n., an ancient unit of weight and money.—
L., fr. Gk. piva, which is of Sem. origin. Cp.

Akkad. mdnu (fr. Sumer. mana) and Heb.

,na-«t!*. Biblical Aram. m*«e (Dan. 5 : 25), Aram.-

Syr. manyd (whence Arab, mdnan), Ugar. mn,

which are borrowed fr. Akkad. mdnu. Cp. mine,

'unit of weight'. Cp. also maimd, 'unit of weight'.

mina, n., a myna. — See myna.

Mina, fem. PN. — Shortened fr. WOhelmina.

minacious, adj., threatening.— Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. mindx, gen. -acts, 'threatening', fr.

mindri, 'to threaten'. See minatory-

Minaean, adj. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L.

MinaeKpl), a people in South Arabia, fr. Gk.

Mivatoi, fr. Arab. Ma'dn; they are mentioned

in the Bible under the names ofM 'Unfm (I Chr.

4 : 41, II Chr. 26 : 7) and Md'Sn (Judg. 10 :
12).

minaret, n., a slender tower attached to a

mosque. — Sp. minarete, fr. Turk, mendrel, fr.

Arab, mandra", 'candlestick ; tower of a mosque,

lighthouse', fr. nara, 'it lighted', rel. to Heb.

ne-r. 'lamp', m^nord", Aram, m^nartd, 'candle-

stick'. See Menorah.

Derivative: minarett-ed, adj.

minatory, adj., threatening.— Late L. minatdrius.
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fr. L. minatus, pp. of minari, 'to jut out, project

out, tower up; to threaten', fr. minae, 'project-

ing points, pinnacles; threats', fr. I.-E. base

*men-, 'to project, stand out', whence also mons,

gen. montis, 'mountain'. See mount, 'hill, moun-

tain', and adj. suff. -cry and cp. manada, menace,

commination, demeanor, imminent, prominent.

Cp. also mane,

mince, tr. v. — ME. mincen, fr. MF. minder,

mincer (F. mincer), fr. VL. *minutidre, 'to make

small', fr. L. minatus, pp. of minuere, 'to make

less'. See minish, and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: mince, n., minc-er, n., minc-ing,

adj., minc-ing-ly, adv.

mind, n. — ME. mind, mynd, minde, munde, fr.

OE. gemynd, 'memory, remembrance', rel. to

OHG. gimunt, Goth, gamunds, of s.m., OS.

minnea, OHG. minna, OFris., MDu., MHG.,

G. minne (orig. 'memory; loving memory'),

ON. minni, 'mind', Dan. minde, 'memory,

mind', Goth, muns, 'thought', munan, 'to re-

member', fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to think, re-

member, have one's mind aroused, apply one-

self to', whence also 01. matih, mdtih (for

*mntis), 'thought, opinion', mdnas, 'spirit, pas-

sion', mdnyate, 'thinks', mimil}, 'inspired',

Toch. Ato«h, 'thought'. Arm. i-manam, 'I under-

stand', Gk. [JiEvo?, 'desire, ardor, spirit, pas-

sion', [jL£[JLOva, 'I remember, wish, long, yearn,

strive', (i^v-rcop, 'adviser', [ivacrS^ai, 'to remem-

ber', (jLifivfiaxELV, 'to remind, call to mind',

[xvyjatt;, 'remembrance, memory', [fmcsioc,

'pertaining to memory', a[xvif)aia, 'forgetful-

ness', [J-VYi^AT), 'remembrance, memory', tivy;[i,&)v,

'mindful, remembering', iiv7][aovix6(;, 'of mem-

ory, having a good memory', (j.aiV£<J*ai, 'to be

mad', [xavia, 'madness, frenzy', [iavxi?, 'seer',

tiavTEta, 'oracle, divination', -[xaToi; in auTo-

^a-ro?, 'acting of one's own will' (compounded

of auTo?. 'self, and *mntos, 'thinking'), L.

me-ns, gen. mentis (for I.-E. *mntis), 'mind, un-

derstanding, reason, memini, meminisse, 'to re-

member', monere, 'to remind, warn, advise, in-

struct', monstrum, 'an evil omen, portent, mon-

ster' [for *mone-strom, lit. 'that which serves as

a warning' (fr. monere)], monstrdre, 'to show,

point out, indicate', Lith. mintis, 'thought, idea',

atmintis, 'remembrance', OSlav. mineti, 'to be-

lieve, think', pam^ti, 'remembrance', Russ.

pdmjat\ 'memory', Olr. domoiniur, 'I believe,

think'. Cp. minnesinger, minikin. Cp. also ad-

monish, admonition, amentia, amnesia, amnesty,

anamnesis, automatic, Clytemnestra, comment,

dement, dementia, demonstrate, Epimetlieus, Eu-

menides, lentamente. Maenad, man, manas,

-mancy, mandarin, mania, mantic, mantis, man-

tra, mathematic, memento, mental, 'pertaming

to the mind', mention. Mentor, mnemonic, nme-

sic, mnestic, monition, monitor, monstrance,

monster, monument. Muse, muster, necromancy,

premonition, Prometheus, reminiscence, remi-

niscent, remonstrance, remonstrate, summon.

yo3 minimize

summons, tardamente, Trichomanes, Zamenis.

Derivatives: mind, tr. and intr. v., mind-ed, adj.,

mind-er, n., mind-ful, adj., mind-ful-ly, adv.,

mind-ful-ness, n., mind-less, adj., mind-less-ly,

adv., mind-less-ness, n.

mine, possessive pron. — ME. min, fr. OE. min,

'my, of me', rel. to OS., OFris., OHG., MHG.
min, ON. minn, Dan., Swed. min, MDu., Du.

mijn,G.mein, 'my, mine, ofme',Goth. meins, 'my,

mine', meina, 'of me'. All these words stand for

I.-E. *mei-no-s and are cogn. with L. meus (for

*mei-os), 'my, mine'; see me, meum and cp. the

first element in mynheer. In ME. the final -n was

dropped before a word beginning with a conso-

nant and so arose the form my (q.v.)

mine, n., excavation. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

mine, which is prob. of Celtic origin. Cp. Gael.,

Mir. mein, W. mwyn, 'ore'. Cp. also mineral.

mine, tr. and intr. v., to dig a mine.— ME. minen,

fr. OF. (= F.), miner, fr. mine. See prec. word.

miner, n. — ME. minour, fr. OF. mineor, minour

(F. mineur), fr. OF. (= F.) mine. See mine, 'ex-

cavation', and agential suff. -er.

mine, n., unit of weight. — F., fr. L. mina. See

mina.

mineral, n. — ME., fr. OF. mineral (F. mineral),

fr. ML. minerdle, prop. neut. of the adjective

minerdlis, 'pertaining to mines', fr. minera,

'mine', fr. OF. miniere, minere, of s.m., fr. mine.

See mine, 'excavation', and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: mineral, adj., mineralize (q.v.)

mineralize, tr. v., to convert into a mineral. —
Formed from prec. word with suff. -ize.

Derivatives : mineraliz-ation, n., mineraliz-er, n.

mineralogy, n., the science of minerals. — Con-

traction of *mineralology, a hybrid coined fr.

ML. minerdle (see mineral) and Gk. -XoytS, fr.

-Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

For the contraction of *mineralology into min-

eralogy see haplology. Cp. F. mineralogie.

Derivatives : mineralog-ic, mineralog-ic-al, adjs.,

mineralog-ic-al-ly, adv., mineralog-ist, n.

Minerva, n., the ancient Roman goddess of wis-

dom; identified later with the Greek goddess

Athena. — L., fr. OL. Menerva, usually con-

nected vdth Gk. [xivoi;, 'might, force, spirit,

passion', L. mens, 'mind, understanding, reason',

but prob. a word of Etruscan origin ; cp. the

Etruscan names of the goddess Menrva, Mener-

va. The change of the first e to i is due to a dis-

similation suggested by a popular connection of

the name with L. mindri, 'to threaten' (as if

Minerva meant 'the threatening goddess').

minestrone, n., a rich Italian vegetable soup con-

taining vermicelli, herbs, etc.— It., formed with

augment, suff. -one fr. minestra, 'soup', lit. 'that

which is served', fr. minestrgre, 'to serve', which

derives fr. L. ministrdre. See minister, v. and n.

minever, n. — See miniver.

mingle, tr. and intr. v. — ME. mengelen, freq. of

mengen, fr. OE. mengan, rel. to OS. mengian, ON.

menga, OFris. mendza, MDu. menghen, Du. and

G. mengen, fr. Teut. base *mang-, 'to mix', orig.

'to knead together', which corresponds to I.-E.

base *menq-, 'to knead, mix', whence OI. md-

cate, mdncate, 'crushes', OSIav. m^knqti, 'to be-

come soft', m^kUkU, 'soft', mgka, 'meal, flour',

Lith. minkau, mlnkyti, 'to knead', minkte,

'dough', minkstas, 'soft', and possibly also Gk.

(^affob) (if standing for *mnq-yo), 'I squeeze,

press into a mold, knead'. Cp. among, mongrel.

— Cp. *mai-, 'to knead', a collateral base, for

the derivatives of which see macerate, make, v.

Derivative: mingl-er, n.

minhag, n., custom, esp. local custom (Jewish re-

ligion). — Mishnaic Heb. minhdgh, 'usage,

custom", fr. Bibl. Heb. minhdgh, 'driving', fr.

ndhdgh, 'he drove, conducted', which is rel. to

Aram, rrhagh, 'he led', Arab, ndhaja, 'he went

along the road'. For the sense development of

Heb. minhdgh, cp. E. conduct, which derives fr.

L. conductus, pp. ofconddcere, 'to lead together'.

minhah, n., the daily afternoon prayer (Jewish

liturgy).— Mishnaic Heb. minhd'', fr. Bibl. Heb.

minhd'', 'gift, present; tribute, offering', esp.

'meal offering' (whence Bibl. Aram, minhd , of

s.m.) The sense 'afternoon prayer', prob. de-

rives from Elijah's prayer 'at the time of the

offering of the evening minhah — sacrifice' (1

Kings, 18: 36). Bibl. Heb. minhd'' is rel. to Arab.

mdnaha, 'he gave a gift'.

miniate, tr. v., to paint with vermilion. — L. mi-

nidtus, pp. of minidre. See next word and verbal

suff. -ate.

miniature, n., 1) a small painting; 2) a small copy.

— F., fr. It. miniatura, fr. ML. miniatdra, fr. L.

minidtus, pp. of minidre, 'to paint with red lead

or vermilion', fr. minium, 'cinnabar, vermilion'.

See minium and -ure.

Derivatives: miniature, adj., miniatur-ist, n.

MInle ball, a kind of rifle bullet. — Named after

its inventor Claude-£tienne Minie, a French

army officer (1814-79).

minify, tr. v., to make small, to lessen. — Formed

on analogy of magnify fr. L. mini- (in minimus,

'smallest') and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make, do'.

See minimum and -fy.

minikin, n., something very small; adj., delicate,

dainty.— MDu. minnekijn, 'darling', dimin. of

minne, 'love'. See mind and -kin and cp. minne-

singer.

minim, n., 1) the half note, i.e. half the time of the

semibreve or whole note (mus^) ; 2) a very small

object. — L. minimus, 'smallest, least'. See mini-

mum.
minimal, adj., smallest, least.— Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. minimus. See minimum.

Minimalist, n., formerly, a member of the right

(i.e. less radical) wing of the Russian Social

Revolutionary party. — Lit. 'one who insists

only on the minimum of his demands', formed

with sufT. -ist fr. L. minimus. See minimum.

minimize, tr. v. — Coined by Jeremy Bentham
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(1748-1833) fr. L. minimus. See next word and

-ize.

Derivatives: minimiz-ation, n., minimiz-er, n.

minimum, n. — L., neut. of minimus, 'smallest,

least', superl. corresponding to the compar.

minor, 'smaller, less', rel. to minuere, 'to make

smaller, lessen, reduce', which derives fr. I.-E.

*mi-nu-, 'small, less; to lessen, diminish',

whence also Gk. [xtvu^Eiv, 'to lessen', the first

element in (xivu-wpog, (iivu-tipio?, 'short-

lived', OSlav. miniji, 'smaller'. Base mi-nu- is

prob. an enlargement of base *mei-, 'to lessen,

diminish', whence OI. miyate, 'diminishes, de-

cays, declines', Gk. [isimv, 'less'. Base *mei-,

'to lessen, diminish', was perh. orig. identical

with base *mei-, 'to change' (see mean, 'of low

rank'). — Cp. base *men-, *menu-, 'small', ap-

pearing in OI. mandk, 'a little', Toch. B mehki,

'less', Hitt. maninka-, 'short'. Arm. manr (gen.

manu), 'small, thin', manuk, 'child, boy, servant',

Gk. [Aav6q (for *tAavf6(;), 'thin, rare', \L6\ioq

(for *|i6vf0?), 'single, alone', Lith. menkas, 'me-

diocre', Olr. menb, 'small', Co. minow, 'to

lessen', Goth, minniza, OHG., OS. minniro,

MHG. minre, minner, G., Du. minder, OFris.

minnera, minra, ON. minni, 'less', Goth, min-

nists, OHG., OS. minnist, MHG. minnest, G.

mindest, OFris. minnusta, Du. minst, ON.

minnstr, 'least', OE. minsian, 'to diminish'. (Co.

minow, 'to lessen', and the Teut. words cited

above could also be derived from base *minu-.)

Cp. mince, niinish, minister, minor, minuet, mi-

nus, minute, mister, nimiety. Cp. also meionite,

meiosis, Ameiurus, Menshevik. Cp. also mano-

meter, mono-. Cp. also mangle, 'to mutilate'.

minimus, adj., the youngest of several boys of the

same surname. — L., 'smallest'. See minimum,

minion, n., a favorite, darling. — MP. (= F.)

mignon, 'delicate, charming, pretty'. Seemignon.

minish, tr. v. (archaic) — ME. menusen, fr. OF.

menuisier, menuiser, 'to make small, cut small'

(whence F. menuiser, 'to cut down'), fr. VL.

*minutidre, 'to make small' (whence also It.

minuzzare, Sp. menuzar), fr. L. minutus, pp. of

minuere, 'to reduce, lessen'. See minimum and

cp. mince, diminish, diminution. Cp. also mi-

nute,

minister, n. — ME. menistre, ministre, fr. OF.

menistre (F. ministre), fr. L. minister, 'a servant',

for *minis-teros,{r. earlier *minus-teros, formed

with comparative suff. from minor, minus,

'smaller, less' ; see minimum ; i for « in the second

syllable of the L. word minister is due to the

influence of its antonyme magister, 'master'. Cp.

minstrel. For the compar. suff. see -ther.

minister, intr. and tr. v. — ME. ministren, fr. OF.

ministrer, fr. L. ministrdre, 'to serve'. See minis-

ter, n., and cp. minestrone.

Derivatives: ministr-er, a., ministr-ess, n.

ministeria], adj.— F. ministMel, fr. Late L. mi-

nisterialis, 'pertaining to service', fr. L. minis-

terium. See miiiistTy.
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Derivatives: ministerial-ist, n., ministerial-ity,

n., ministerial-ly, adv., ministerial-ness, n.

ministerium, n. — L. See ministry,

ministrant, adj. and n. — L. ministrdns, gen. -an-

tis, pres. part of ministrdre. See minister, v., and

suff. -ant.

ministration, n. — ME. ministracioun, fr. L. mi-

nistrdtid, gen. -dnis, 'service, assistance', fr. mi-

nistrdtus, pp. of ministrdre. See minister, v., and

-ation.

ministrative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

ministrdtus, pp. of ministrdre. See minister, v.

ministrator, n. — L. ministrdtor, 'an attendant,

servant', fr. ministrdtus, pp. of ministrdre. See

minister, v., and agential suff. -or.

ministry, n.— ME. mynysterie, fr. L. ministerium,

'service, attendance, ministry', fr. minister. See

minister, n., and -y (representing L. -mm) and

cp. metier and mystery, 'trade', which are

doublets of ministry.

minium, n., red lead, vermilion. — L., 'cinnabar,

vermilion', of Iberian origin. Cp. miniature and

the second element in carmine,

miniver, also minever, n., a white fur, formerly

used for trimming garments. — OF. menu voir,

'miniver', lit. 'small (and) variegated'. See menu

and vair.

mink, n. — Late ME. minke. Cp. Swed. menk,

'mink'.

minnesinger, n., one of a circle of German lyric

poets of the 12th, 13th and 14th centuries.— G.,

fr. MHG. minnesinger, lit. 'singer of love', fr.

minne, 'love', and singer, 'singer'. The first ele-

ment orig. meant 'memory, loving memory',

and derives fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to think'; see

mind and cp. minikin. MHG. singer derives fr.

MHG. singen, 'to sing'. See sing and agential

suff. -er and cp. meistersinger.

minnow, n., a small fresh-water fish of the carp

family. — ME. menow, 'a small fish', fr. OE.

myne, rel. to MLG. mdne, Du. meun, OHG.

mun{i)wa (MHG. mUnwe, G. Munne), of uncer-

tain origin; perh. cogn. with Gk. naivY], (laivi-

Siov, 'a small seaflsh', Russ. men', 'eelpouf,

Lith. menke, Lett, menza, 'cod'.

mino, n., a kind of cloak made from grass, rushes

or straw, or the like, worn by Japanese peasants.

— Jap.

Minoan, adj., pertaining to the prehistoric cul-

ture and art of Crete. — Lit. 'pertaining to

Minos', formed with suff. -an fr. L. Minds, fr.

Gk. Mtvuc, 'Minos', name of the legendary

king of Crete. Cp. Minotaur.

minor, adj.— ME., fr. L., 'smaller, less', compar.

corresponding to the superl. minimus. See mini-

mum.
Derivative: minor, n.

Minorca, n., a breed of domestic fowls.—Named

fr. Minorca, one of the Balearic Islands. The

name Minorca derives from Sp. Menorca, which

comes fr. L. Balearis Minor, 'the smaller Balea-

ric (Island)'.
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Minorite, n., a Franciscan friar. — Formed with

subst. suff. -ite fr. L. minor, 'smaller, less' (see

minor); so called because the Franciscan friar

regarded himself as of humbler rank than mem-
bers of other orders.

minority, n. — ML. minoritds, fr. L. minor,

'smaller'. See minor and -ity.

Minotaur, n., the monster, half man, half bull,

who was confined in the famous Labyrinth in

Crete. — ME. Minotaure, fr. L. Mindtaurus, fr.

Gk. Mtvti-raupoi;, lit. 'bull of Minos', which is

compounded of Mtvaq, 'Minos' and raupoi;,

'bull'. See Minoan and Taurus.

minster, n., the church of a monastery. — ME.,

fr. OE. mynster, fr. VL. *momsterium (whence

also OF. moustier, F. moutier, Olr. manister), fr.

Eccles. L. monasterium. See monastery.

minstrel, n., 1) a medieval professional musical

entertainer; 2) a poet, singer {poetic). — ME.
menestrel, fr. OF. ministrel, menestrel, 'servant,

minstrel' (F. menestrel; cp. F. menetrier,

'strolling fiddler'), fr. Late L. ministrdlem,

ministeridlem, ace. of ministrdlis, ministeridlis,

'servant, retainer, jester'. See minister and -el

(representing L. -dlis).

minstrelsy, n., 1) the art or occupation of a

minstrel; 2) a company of minstrels ; 3) a collec-

tion of songs. — ME. minstralcie, fr. OF.
menestralsie, fr. ministrel, menestrel. See prec.

word.

mint, n., an aromatic herb. — ME. minte, fr. OE.
minte, fr. L. menta, mentha, fr. Gk. ^ivD-Tj,

'mint', which is prob. a loan word from a South-

European language. See Meillet in M^moires de

la Societe de Linguistique de Paris, XV., 162.

Cp. Mentha and the second element in calamint.

Derivative: mint-y, adj.

mint, n., a place for coining money.— ME. minte,

mynt, fr. OE. mynet, 'coin', fr. L. moneta, 'mint,

coin, money', fr. Moneta, a surname of Juno, in

whose temple at Rome money was coined. The
name Moneta is of uncertain, possibly Phoeni-

cian or Etruscan, origin. The usual derivation of

Moneta fr. monere, 'to admonish', suggested

already by the ancients, is prob. folk etymology.

Cp. Moneta. Cp. also money and words there

referred to.

Derivatives: mint, tr. v., mint-age, n., mint-er, n.

minuend, n., the number from which another

number (the subtrahend) is to be subtracted. —
L. minuendus, 'to be diminished', gerundive of

minuere. See minimum. For other Latin gerund-

ives or their derivatives used in EngUsh cp.

agenda and words there referred to.

minuet, n., a slow dance of French origin. — F.

menuet, fr. menu, 'small', fr. L. minutus, pp. of

minuere, 'to make smaller'. See minute, n.

minus, prep. — L., neut. oi minor, 'smaller, less'.

See minor and cp. the first element in muscovado.

.

minuscule, n., a small letter.— L. minuscula (scil.

littera), 'a somewhat smaller letter', fern, of

minusculus, 'somewhat smaller', dimin. of

minor, neut. minus, 'smaller, less'. See minus and

-cule.

Derivatives: minuscule, minuscul-ar, adjs.

minute, n., the sixtieth part of an hour. — Late

ME. minute, fr. F. minute, fr. ML. miniita, short

for L. pars miniita prima, lit.'the first small part',

used by the mathematician Ptolemy (Claudius

Ptolemaeus) to denote the sixtieth part of a

degree. See minute, adj. For sense development

cp. second, n.

Derivative: minute, tr. v., to time to the minute,

to time exactly.

minute, n., a short draft or memorandum. — L.

mindtum, neut. of mindtus, 'small, minute', pp.

of minuere, 'to make small'. See minute, adj.

minute, adj., very small. — L. minHtus, 'small,

minute', pp. of minuere, 'to make small'. See

minimum and cp. minute, n., menu, and minuet.

Cp. also comminute.

Derivatives: minute-ly (q.v.), minute-ness, n.

minutely, adv., occurring every minute.— Form-

ed fr. minute, n., with adv. suff. -ly.

minutely, adv., in a minute manner. — Formed

fr. minute, adj., with adv. suff. -ly.

minutiae, n. pi., small, trifling details. — L., 'un-

important matters, trifles', pi. of minutia, 'small-

ness', fr. minutus, 'small', pp. of minuere, 'to

make small'. See minute, adj.

minx, n., a saucy girl or woman. — Prob. fr. LG.

minsk, 'a man; an impudent woman', which is

rel. to MDu. mensche, OS. mennisco, 'man',

OHG. mannisco, mennisco, 'man', MHG.
mensche, 'man', whence G. Mensch (masc),

'man', Mensch (neut.), 'wench, hussy; maidserv-

ant', and to OE. man, 'man'. See man.

minyan, n., the quorum necessary for public

worship, consisting of at least ten males over

the age of thirteen years (Jewish religion). —
Mishnaic Heb. minyan, lit. 'number, count', fr.

Heb. mdnd'', 'he counted, numbered, reckoned,

assigned' (whence mdnd'', 'portion'), which is rel.

to Aram.-Syr. m^nd, 'he counted, numbered',

Arab, mdnd, 'he counted, numbered; he assign-

ed, apportioned', Akkad. mand, 'to count,

number, apportion'.

mio-, combining form meaning 'smaller, less'. —
Gk. [ieto-, fr. n.sitov,'lesser, less', fr. I.-E. base

*mei-, 'to lessen, diminish'. See minimum and

cp. meionite, meiosis, Ameiurus.

Miocene, adj., pertaining to the Middle

Tertiary Period, i.e., the period between the Oli-

gocene and Pliocene (geol.) — Coined fr. mio-

and Gk. xaivi;, 'new, recent'. See kainite.

miqnelet, n., formerly, one of a body of bandits

in the Pyrenees. — F., fr. Sp. miquelete, 'moun-

tain soldier, bandit', named after Miquelos de

Prats, chief of a troop of bandits.

mir, n., formerly, a Russian village community.
— Russ., 'peace; world; community'. See miti-

gate and cp. the second element in Casimir.

Mirabel, fem. PN.— Lit. 'wonderful, marvelous',

fr. L. mirdbilis. See next word and cp. Miranda.
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miracle, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F), fr. L. miracu-

lum, 'wonderful thing, marvel', fr. mlrdri, 'to

wonder at', fr. mlrus, 'wonderful', which stands

for *smeiros, and is cogn. with OI. smera(i,

'smiling', smdyate, smdyati, 'smiles', smitah,

'smiling', Glc. (ieiSav, jjisiSiav, 'to smile',

OSlav. smejg, smijati se, Lett, smeju, smiSt, 'to

laugh', OSlav. smechu, 'laugh, laughter', Toch. A
smimam, B smimane (pres. part.), 'smiling',

MHG. smielen, smieren, ME. smilen, 'to smile'.

All these words are derivatives of I.-E. base

*is)mei-, *{s)mi-, 'to smile, be astonished'.

Cp. smile. Cp. also admire, marvel, Mirabel,

mirador, mirage, Miranda, mirific, mirror. For

the ending of miracle see suff. -cle.

miraculous, adj. — MF. (= F.) miraculeux (fem.

miraculeuse), fr. miracle. See miracle and -ous.

Derivatives: miraculous-ly, adv., miraculous-

ness, n.

mirador, n., a watchtower. — Sp., fr. mirar, 'to

look, look at, behold', fr. VL. mirdre, 'to look

attentively', fr. L. mlrdri, 'to wonder at'. See

miracle and cp. mirror.

mirage, n., an optical illusion in which objects

are usually shown inverted in the air. — F., fr.

mirer, 'to look at', se mirer, 'to look at oneself

in a mirror', fr. VL. mirdre, 'to look attentively',

fr. L. mirdri, 'to wonder at'. See miracle and

-age.

Derivatives: mirage, Ir. v., mirag-y, adj.

Miranda, fem. PN. — Lit. fem. of L. mirandus,

'worthy to be admired', gerundive of mlrdri, 'to

admire'. See miracle and cp. Mirabel. For the

use of Latin gerundives or their derivatives in

English cp. agenda and words there referred to.

mire, n. — ME. myre, mire, fr. ON. myrr, 'bog,

swamp', which is rel. to OE. mos, 'marsh, moor',

meos, 'moss', fr. I.-E. base *meu-s, 'march,

moss'. See moss.

Derivatives: mire, tr. and intr. v., mir-y, adj.,

mlr-i-ness, n.

Miriam, 1) fem. PN., 2) in the Bible, the sister of

Moses and Aaron (see Ex. 15:20). — Heb.

Mirydm. Cp. Mary and words there referred to.

mirific, adj., working wonders; marvelous. — F.

mirifique, fr. L. mlrificus, 'causing wonder,

wonderful', which is compounded of mlrus,

'wonderful', and -ficus, fr. -ficere, unstressed

form oi facere, 'to make, do'. See miracle and

-flc.

mirk, n. — See murk.

mirror, n. — ME. mirour, fr. OF. mireor, mire-

oiir, mirour (F. miroir), fr. VL. mirdre, 'to look

at', fr. L. mlrdri, 'to wonder at'. See miracle.

Derivatives: mirror, tr. v., mirror-y, adj.

mirth, n. — ME. myrthe, fr. OE. myrigd, mirigd,

mirgd, 'pleasure, joy', formed with suff. -d fr.

myrige, myrig, mirig, 'pleasing, dehghtful,

merry'. See merry and subst. suff. -th.

Derivatives: mtrth-ful, adj., mlrth-ful-ly, adv.,

mlrth-ful-ness, n., mirth-less, adj., mtrth-less-ly,

aHv mirth-I/f.vX'lJPSX. f1.
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mirza, n., a Persian title placed: 1) after the name

(to denote a prince); 2) before the name (to

denote an officer or a scholar). — Pers. mir-zd,

shortened fr. mlr-zddah, lit. 'son of a prince', a

hybrid coined fr. Arab, amir, 'prince', and Pers.

zddah, 'son of, fr. zddan, 'to be born', fr.

MPers. zdtan, of s.m., which is rel. to Avestic

zdta-, 'born', and cogn. with L. gignere (for gi-

gn-ere), 'to beget, bear, bring forth, produce'.

For the first element see emir, for the second see

genus and cp. the second element in shahzada.

mis-, a pref. of two various origins used in the

senses amiss, wrong, wrongly, badly, ill. 1) In

words of Teut. origin it derives fr. OE. mis-,

which is rel. to ON. and Dan. mis-, Swed. miss-,

OHG. missa-, MHG. misse-, G. mifi-, Goth.

missa-. The orig. meaning of these prefixes was

'mutual', whence 'inverted; wrong'. They are

rel. to Goth, missd, 'mutually', missa-lelks, 'of

a different kind', ON. ymiss, 'mutual', and de-

rive fr. OTeut. *missa-, which stands for pre-

Teut. *mit-to-, ]it. 'changed, exchanged', formed

with pp. suff. *-to fr. I.-E. base *mlt(h)-,

*meit{h)-, 'to change'. To OTeut. *missa- are

also traceable OE. missan, OFris. missa, etc., 'to

miss (the mark)' ; see miss, v. Goth, maidjan, 'to

change', OE. mldan, OS. mlthan, OFris. mltha, 'to

conceal', Du. mijden, 'to shun', OHG. mldan,

MKG. mlden, 'to conceal', G. meiden, 'to shun',

also derive fr. I.-E. base *meit{hy. For other de-

rivatives of this base see mutable. 2) In words

of French origin pref. mis- represents OF. mes-

(whence F. mes-, me-), a pejorative pref. de-

rived fr. L. minus, 'less' (whence also Olt.

menes-, Sp., Port, menos-). See minimum,

mis-, form of miso- before a vowel.

misadventure, n. — ME. mesaventure, fr. OF.

mesaventure (F. mesaventure). — See mis- and

adventure,

misalliance, n. — Formed on analogy of F.

mesalliance fr. mis- and alliance,

misanthrope, n., one who hates mankind. — Gk.

;i.r(javS-po>7co(;, 'hating mankind', compounded

of the stem of (xTcteiv, 'to hate', and Av^panoi;,

'man'. See miso- and anthropo-.

Derivatives: mlsanthrop-lc, misanthrop-ic-al,

adjs., misanthrop-ic-al-ly, adv., misanthrop-ism,

a., misanthrop-ist, n., misanthrop-y, n.

miscegenation, n., interbreeding of different

races.— Coined from the stem of L. miscere, 'to

mix, mingle', genus, 'kind, race', and suff.

-ation. See mix and genus,

miscellanea, n., pi., a miscellany.—L. miscelldnea,

'a writing on miscellaneous subjects', neut. pi.

of miscelldneus. See next word.

miscellaneous, adj., mixed, consisting of various

kinds. — L. miscelldneus, 'mixed, miscellane-

ous', fr. miscellus, 'mixed', fr. miscere, 'to mix'.

See mix. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

Derivatives: mlscellaneous-ly, adv., mtscellane-

ous-ness, n.
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miscellany, n., 1) a medley ; 2) a collection of writ-

ings on various subjects. — F. miscellanies

(pi.), fr. L. miscellanea, 'a writing on miscellane-

ous subjects', neut. pi. of miscelldneus. See

miscellaneous.

mischance, n. — ME. mescheance, fr. OF. mes-

cheance, meschance. See mis- and chance.

mischief, n. — ME. meschef. fr. OF. meschef,

meschief, back formation fr. meschever, 'to fail,

be unfortunate', which is formed fr. pref. mes-

(see mis-) and OF. chever, 'to come to an end',

fr. chief, 'head, end'. See chief and cp. achieve.

mischievous, adj. — ME. meschevous, fr. AF.
meschevous, fr. OF. meschever. See prec. word

and -ous.

Derivatives: mischievous-ly, adv., mischievous-

ness, n.

miscible, adj., capable of being mixed.— Formed
with suff. -ible fr. L. miscere, 'to mix'. See mix.

miscreant, adj., 1) unbelieving (o6.jo/.) ; 2) villain-

ous; n., 1) unbeliever {obsoL); 2) villain. —
ME., fr. OF. mescreant (F. mecreant), 'disbe-

lieving, unbeliever', formed fr. pejorative pref.

mes- and creant, pres. part, of crolre, fr. L.

credere, 'to believe'. See mis- and creed and cp.

recreant.

misdeed, n. — ME. misdede, fr. OE. mlsdSd, rel.

to OHG. missitdt, MHG. missetdt, G. Missetat,

Goth, missadeps, 'misdeed'. See mis- and deed.

mise, n., 1) pact, agreement; 2) the issue in a

writ of right (law). — AF., fr. OF. (= F.) mlse,

lit. 'a putting, placing', prop. fem. pp. of mettre,

'to put, place', fr. L. mittere, 'to send'. See

mission.

mise-en-scene, n., 1) setting on the stage; 2)

general surroundings. — F., 'setting on the

stage'. See prec. word, 1st en- and in-, 'in', and

scene.

misenite, n., a potassium sulfate (mineral.) —
Named after Cape Mlseno near Naples in Italy.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

miser, n., I) orig. a wretched person (now obsol.);

2) a stingy person.— L. miser, 'wretched, miser-

able, pitiable; for sense development cp. It. and

Sp. mlsero, 'miserable, wretched, avaricious'.

See miserable.

Derivatives: mlser-ly, adv., miser-Ii-ness, n.

miserable, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) miserable,

fr. L. miserdbilis, 'pitiable, deplorable, lamen-

table", fr. miserdri, 'to have compassion, to pity,

deplore", fr. miser, 'wretched, miserable, piti-

able', which is of uncertain etymology. Cp. Mi-

serere.

Derivatives: miserabil-ity, n., miserable-ness, n.,

miserabl-y, adv.

Miserere, n., name of the 51st Psalm. — L. mi-

serere, 'have mercy', imper. of misererl, 'to

have mercy', fr. miser (see miserable) ; so called

from the word Miserere in the translation of the

Vulgate, rendering Heb. honnenl ('Have mercy

upon me'), the first word of verse 3 in Psalm 51.

misericord, n.— ME. mlsertcorde, it. MF. (= F.)

mlsericorde, fr. L. misericordia, 'mercy, com-

passion', which is compounded of misererl, 'to

have mercy', and cor, gen. cordis, 'heart'. See

miserable and cordate.

misery, n. — ME. mlserle, fr. OF. mlserle, fr. L.

mtserla, 'wretchedness, misery', fr. miser. See

miserable and -y (representing OF. -ie).

misfeasance, n., the doing of a lawful act in a

wrongful way (law). — MF. mesfalsance, fr.

mesfalsant, pres. part, of mesfaire, 'to do wrong',

fr. OF., formed fr. pejorative pref mes- (see

mis-) and /a/re, 'to make, do', fr. L. facere. See

fact and cp. feasance, malfeasance.

mishap, n. — Formed fr. mis- and hap, prob. on

analogy of OF. meschance (see mischance).

mishmash, n., hodgepodge; a jumble. — Anti-

phonic reduplication of mash.

Mishnah, Mishna, n., collection of the oral law,

specif, the collection of laws edited by Rabbi

Judah Hanndsl (the Patriarch) (135-219). —
Mishnaic Heb. mishna*', 'repetition, oral study,

oral law', fr. Heb. skdnd'', 'he repeated' (in Mish-

naic Heb. also 'he learned, studied ; he taught'),

which is rel. to sh^ndyim, 'two', mishne'',

'double, two', and t& Aram.-Syr. t^ren, 'two'

(dissimilatedfr. *t^nen), Aram, tinydnd, Syr. ten-

j<i/ia,'second',Aram./*«a,'herepeated, learned',

tannd, 'teacher', Arab, ithndni, 'two', thdnd, 'he

bent, folded, doubled', Akkad. shlna, 'two',

shanu, 'to repeat'. Cp. tannaim.

Derivatives: Mlshna-ic, Mishn-ic, adjs.

miskal, n., a Mohammedan unit of weight (equiv-

alent to 71 grains in Persia and to 74 grains in

Smyrna). — Arab, mithqdl (in VArab. pronun-

ciation misqdl), lit. 'weight', fr. thdkula, 'was

heavy' (whence also thiql, 'heaviness, weight',

thdqal, 'load'), which is rel. to Heb. shaqdl, 'he

weighed', sheqel, 'a weight; shekel', mishqal,

'weight'. See shekel.

misnomer, n., an error in naming a person or

place. — ME. misnoumer, orig. an infinitive de-

rived fr. OF. mesnommer, 'to misname', which

was formed fr. pejorative pref. mes- (see mis-)

and nommer, 'to name', fr. L. nomlndre, fr.

nomen, gen. nominis, 'name'. See name and cp.

nominal. For the subst. use of infinitives of OF.

origin cp. attainder and words there referred to.

miso-, before a vowel mis-, combining form mean-

ing 'hater' or 'hatred'. — Gk. ixtoo-, fr. [iXaot;,

'hatred, resp. fj-Iaeiv, 'to hate'; of unknown
origin.

misogamy, n., hatred of marriage. — Com-
pounded of Gk. (xiCTOC, 'hatred', and yai\i.O(;,

'marriage'. See miso- and -gamy.

Derivatives : misogam-ic, adj., misogam-ist, n.

misogynist, n., a hater of women.— Formed with

suff. -1st fr. Gk. (jLiaoyuvT]?, 'a woman hater',

which is compounded of the stem of (jtiasiv, 'to

hate', and vuvrj, 'woman'. See miso- and

gyneco-.

Derivatives : misogynist-ic, misogynlst-lc-al, adjs.

misogyny, n., hatred of women. — Gk. (jiiao-



misoneism

yuvia, fr. [iTaoyu-jriq. See prec. word and -y (rep-

resenting Gk. -is).

misoneism, n., hatred of anything new.— Coined

fr. miso-, Gk. veoc, 'new' (see neo-), and suff.

-ism.

misoneist, n., a hater of anything new. — Coined

fr. miso-, Gk. vlo?, 'new' (see neo-), and suff.

-ist.

Derivative: misoneist-ic, adj.

misprision, n., misdemeanor. — ME., fr. OF.

mesprision, mesprison, 'mistake, wrongdoing',

fr. mespris, pp. oi mesprendre (F. se meprendre),

'to take amiss, do wrong', fr. pejorative pref.

mes- (see mis-) and prendre, 'to take', fr. h.pre-

hendere, prendere. Cp. F. m^prise, 'mistake', and

see prehensile. Cp. also prison,

misprision, n., contempt (archaic). — Formed

with suff. -ion fr. OF. mesprisier, 'to despise'.

See next word.

misprize, misprise, tr. v., to despise. — ME. mes-

pris, fr. OF. mesprisier (whence F. mepriser), 'to

despise', formed fr. pejorative pref. mes- (see

mis-) and prisier (F. priser), 'to prize, value', fr.

L. prendre, of s.m., fr. pretium, 'price, reward'.

See prize, 'to estimate'.

miss, n. — Contraction of mistress,

miss, v., to fail to hit. — ME. missen, fr. OE.

missan, 'to miss (the mark) ; to escape (notice)',

rel. to ON., OFris. missa. Du., OHG., MHG.,
G. missen, 'to miss, fail', Dan miste, Swed.

mista, 'to lose, be deprived of, forfeit'. See mis-

and cp. amiss.

Derivative: miss, n., failure to hit or obtain.

missal, n., a book containing all the prayers said

at Mass throughout the year {R. C. Ch.)— ME.
missale, messel, fr. Eccles. L. missdle, neut. of

the adj. missdlis, 'pertaining to Mass', used as a

noun fr. missa, 'Mass'. See Mass and -al.

missal, adj., pertaining to the Mass. — Eccles L.

missdlis. See prec. word.

missel tlirush. — Missel stands for mistle; so

called because it feeds on mistletoe berries.

missile, adj. — L. missilis, 'capable of being

thrown', fr. missus, pp. of mittere. See mission,

missile, n. — L. missile, 'missile', lit. 'that which

is capable of being thrown', prop. neut. of the

adjective missilis, used as a noun. See missile,

adj.

mission, n. — L. missid, gen. -onis, 'a sending

mission', fr. missus, pp. of mittd, mittere, 'to

cause to go, to send, throw, hurl, cast', which is

prob. cogn. with Avestic mae&, 'to send', pos-

sibly also with Goth. bi-smeitan,ga-smeitan,'Xo

spread, smear', OHG. smizan, 'to rub. strike',

etc. (see Walde-Hofmann. LEW., II, 98). See

smite and -ion and cp. admission, admit, com-

missariat, commission, commit, committee, com-

promise, demise, demit, dismiss, emission, emit,

immission, inunit, intermission, intermit, intro-

mission, intromit, manumission, manumit. Mass,

mess, message, mise, missal, missile, missive,

mittimiis, omission, omit, permission, permit.
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premise, pretermission, pretermit, promise, re-

miss, remission, remit, submission, submit, sur-

mise, transmission, transmit.

Derivatives: mission, v., mission-al, adj., mis-

sion-ary, adj. and n., mission-er, n., missive (q.v.)

missis, also spelled missus. —• Colloquial alterna-

tion of mistress.

missive, adj., sent (archaic). — ME., fr. MF.
(= F.), fr. ML. missivus, fr. L. missus, pp. of

mittere, 'to send'. See mission and -ive.

missive, n., an olficial letter. — F., shortened fr.

lettre missive, lit. 'a letter sent'. See missive, adj.

missy, n., a young girl (colloq.) — Formed from

the noun miss with suff. -y.

mist, n. — ME., fr. OE. mist, 'darkness, gloom',

rel. to ON. mistr, Swed., MDu., Du. mist, 'mist',

fr. I.-E. base *meigh-, whence also OI. meghdb,

'cloud', mih-, 'mist, vapor', Avestic maeya-,

'cloud'. Arm. meg, 'mist', Gk. ofxixM^ 'cloud,

mist'. Alb. mjeguU, OSlav. migla, Lith. migld,

Lett, migla, 'mist'. Cp. mizzle, 'to drizzle'.

Derivatives: mist, intr. and tr. v., misty (q.v.)

mistake, tr. and intr. v.— ME. mistaken, fr. ON.
mistaka, lit. 'take in error', formed fr. mis- and

taka, 'to take'. See take.

Derivative: mistake, n.

mister, n. — Weakened form of master.

mistery, n. — A var. of mystery, 'trade'.

mistic, n., a kind of small coasting vessel, — Sp.

mistico, prob. fr. Arab, musdttah, 'an armed

ship', Ut. 'something spread out, something

even or level ; surface', prop, passive part, of the

2nd conjugation of sataha, 'he spread abroad,

spread out', which is rel. to Heb. shdtdh, Aram.

sh^tah, Aethiop. sataha, of s.m.

mistletoe, n. — OE. misteltdn, compounded of

mistel, 'mistletoe', and tan, 'twig, branch'. The

first element is rel. to Du., MHG., G., Dan.,

Swed. mistel, OS., OHG. mistil, ON. mistilteinn,

'mistletoe', and prob. also to OHG. mist, 'dung'

(the plant being propagated by bird dung). See

mash and cp. mixen. Cp. also missel tlirush. OE.

tdn, 'twig', is rel. to OS., OFris. ten, ON. teinn,

Du. teen, OHG. zein, Goth, tains, 'twig', OE.

tsenel (whence obsol. E. teanal), OS. tenil, 'bas-

ket', Dan. telne (metathesized fr. *tenla), 'weir

basket', OE. txnen, 'of twigs', Norw. teinen,

'slender' (orig. 'twiglike').

mistral, n., a cold dry northerly wind on the Med-

iterranean coast of France. — F., fr. Proveng.

mistral, fr. OProven?. maistral, maestral, lit.

'predominating wind', fr. maestre, maistre, 'mas-

ter', fr. L. magister. See master and adj. suff. -al.

mistress, n. — ME. maistresse, fr. OF. maistresse

(F. maitresse), fem. of maistre (F. mattre). See

master and 1st -ess.

misty, adj. — ME., fr. OE. mistig, fr. mist. See

mist and -y (representing OE. -ig).

Derivative: misti-ly, adv.

Mitchells, n., a genus of plants, the partridge

berry (bot.) — ModL., named after the Ameri-

can botanist Dr. John Mitchell (1680-1768).
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mite, n., a small arachnid. — ME., fr. OE. mite,

rel. to MDu, mite, Du. mijt, OHG. ml^a, Dan.

mide, Norw. mit, 'mite', and prob. also to ON.
meita, etc, 'to cut'. See ant.

mite, n., a very small coin.— ME. mite, fr. MDu.
mite, 'a small coin', which is identical with

MDu. mite, 'a small arachnid'. See prec. word.

Cp. F. mite, 'mite' (in both senses of this word),

which is a MDu. loan word. Cp. also mitraille.

Mitella, n., a genus of plants, the miterwort (bot.)

— L. mitella, 'headband, turban', dimin. of

mitra (see next word and -ella); so called in

allusion to the shape of the young pod.

miter, mitre, n., head dress, turban. — F. mitre,

fr. L. mitra, 'cap, turban', fr. Gk. jxixpa, 'belt,

headband, turban', which is prob. a loan .word

connected with Avestic Mipra-; see Mitlu-as.

Derivatives: mitr-al, adj., mitrate (q.v.).

Mithraism, n., the worship of Mithras. — See

next word and -ism.

Mithras, n., the Persian god of light. — L., fr.

Gk. MtS^pa?, fr. Avestic Mipra-, which is rel.

to OI. Mitrdh. See Mitra and cp. next word.

mithridate, n., an antidote against poison. —
ML. mithriddtum, fr. Late L. mithriddtium,

prop. neut. of Mithriddtius, 'pertaining to Mith-

ridates', fr. L. Mithriddtes,it. Gk, MidpiSaTYji;;

so called in allusion to Mithridates, King of

Pontus, who made himself poison-proof.

Derivatives : mithridat-ism, n., mithridat-ize, tr. v.

mitigate, tr. v., to alleviate. — ME. mitigaten, fr.

L, mitigdtus, pp. of mitigdre, 'to make soft or

tender, to soothe, mitigate', compounded of

mitis, 'soft, mild, gentle', and agere, 'to set in

motion, drive, lead; to do, act'. The first ele-

ment prob. stands for *mi-tis and derives fr.

I.-E. base *mei-, *mi-, 'soft, mild, tender, gentle;

peaceful, lovely', whence also Olr. mdith, Mir.

mdeth, Ir. maoth, 'soft'. Cp. also—with -/-forma-

tive element—OSlav. mila, 'charitable', Russ.

milyj, Pol. miiy, Czech and Slovak mily, Lith.

mielas, mylas, 'beloved, dear', Lith. myliu,

myleti, 'to love', Lett, mirs, OPruss. mijls, 'be-

loved, dear', Russ. milovat', 'to show mercy',

Pol. milovac, Czech milovati, Slovak milovat\

etc., 'to love", Russ. mllost', 'mercy', Czech

milost, Slovak milost', 'love, mercy'. Cp.

—

with -r-formative element—Alb. mirE, 'good',

OSlav. mira, Pol, mir, Czech mir, Slovak mier,

'peace", Russ. mir, 'peace, world, community';

with -n-formative element : Ir. min, 'soft, smooth,

fine', W. main, 'slender, sUm', mwyn, 'soft,

kind', OCo. muin, main, 'soft, tender'. OI.

mdyah, 'enjoyment, pleasure', and Toch. B
maiwe, 'little, subtle', prob. also derive fr. I.-E.

base *mei-, *m!-. Cp. mir and the second ele-

ment in Casimir. For the second element in L.

mitigdre see agent, adj., and cp. words there

referred to.

mitigation, n.— ME. mitigacioun, fr. L. mitigdtid,

gen. -onis, 'a soothing, mitigating', fr. mitigdtus,

pp. o( mitigdre. See prec. word and -ion.

mitzvah

mitigatory, adj.— L. mitigdtorius, 'soothing, miti-

gative', fr. mitigdtus, pp. of mitigdre. See miti-

gate and adj. suff. -ory.

mitochondria, n. pi., small granules in the cyto-

plasm of cells (biol.) — Coined by the German
physician Carl Benda (1857-1933) in 'Die Mito-

chondria' in 1897 fr. Gk. (jiiTo?, 'thread', and

XovSpiov, 'small grain, granule', dimin, of x^v-

Spo?, 'com, grain, groat'. See mitosis and

chondri-.

mitosis, n., the indirect method of cell division,

i.e. the division of the nucleus of a cell into tiny

threads (/)io/,)— ModL.,fr. Gk. fxiiro?, 'thread',

which is cogn, with Hitt. mitish, 'string, cord'.

Cp. dimity and samite. For the ending see suff.

-osis. The term mitosis was introduced by the

German anatomist Walther Fleming (1843-

1905) in 1882 for the early la[mmitoschisis({T.

Gk. \d-:oz, 'thread', and cxicti?, 'cleavage').

mitotic, adj., pertaining to mitosis. — See prec.

word and -otic.

mitra, n., a miter. — See miter.

Mitra, n., a genus of snails (zool.) — ModL., fr.

L. mitra, 'cap, turban'. See miter.

Mitra, n., a Vedic deity associated withVaruna,

corresponding to the Persian Mithras. — OI.

Mitrdh, prob. personification of mitrdm, 'con-

tract, agreement', hence lit. meaning 'partner to

a contract' ; rel. to Avestic and OPers. Mipra-,

'Mithra', mipra-, 'contract, agreement'. These

words are prob. rel. to 01. minoti, 'fastens,

erects, builds'. For the connection of meaning

between 'to fasten', and 'to make a contract',

cp. L. pangere, 'to make firm', which is rel. to

pacisci, 'to make a treaty', pax, 'peace' (see

pact); see Mayrhofer, A Concise Etymological

Sanskrit Dictionary, II, pp. 33-34 s.v. Mitrdh.

Cp. Mithras.

mitrailleuse, n., a kind of machine gun. — F. The
orig. meaning was 'small coins', hence 'old iron,

scrap iron', finally 'grapeshot'. (For sense de-

velopment it should be borne in mind that orig.

guns used to be loaded with scrap iron.) The
word mitraille is a secondary form of OF. mi-

taille, which is a dimin. of OF. mite, 'a small

coin'. See mite, 'a small coin'.

mitrate, adj., resembling a miter. — L. mitrdtus,

'wearing a turban', fr. mitra. See miter and adj.

suff. -ate.

mitt, n., a mitten, — OF. mite, back formation

fr. mitaine. See mitten.

mitten, n., a kind of glove.— The word lit. means
'divided in the middle', fr. ME. meteyn, fr. OF.
mitaine, fr. VL. *medietdna, 'divided in the

middle; half-glove', fr. L, medius, 'middle'. See

media, 'voiced stop consonant', and cp. prec.

word.

mittimus, n., a warrant for putting a person into

prison (law). — L., 'we send', 1st pers. pi. pres.

indie, of mittere, 'to send'. See mission.

mttzvah, n., a Biblical or rabbinical command-
ment (Jewish religion). — Heb. mitzwd'', 'com-



mandment, precept', from the base of tziwwd ,

'he commanded, ordered, charged', which is rel.

to Arab, wdsd, 'he bound, united', wdfid, 'he

enjoined, bequeathed', aiifd, 'he charged', wa-

fiyJ', 'injunction, testament'. For the differen-

tiation of the Hebrew and the Arabic base by

metathesis, cp. Heb. htiwwa'', 'he showed, de-

clared', with Arab, wdhd, 'he inspired, revealed'.

Cp. bar mitzrah.

mix, intr. and tr. v. — Back formation fr. mixt

(eariier form of mixed), fr. F. mixte, fr. L. mix-

tus, pp. of misced, (fr. enlargement of orig.

*miJc-skd), 'I mix', fr. I.-E. base *meik- (var.

*meig-), 'to mix', whence also OI. misrdit,

'mixed', meksdyati, 'stirs up', Gk. [XEiyvuvai,

(jtiyvuvai, (jitCTystv (dissimilatedfr. *tiiY-ux£tv),

'to mix, mingle', OSlav. mesq, mesiti, 'to mix',

Lith. maisaii, maisyti, Lett, mdisu, maisit, 'to

mix, mingle', Olr. mescaim, 'I mix'. MLG.
mischen, OHG. miskan (whence MHG., G.

mischen) and OE. miscian, 'to mix', are borrow-

ed from (rather than cognate with) L. miscere.

It. mescere, OProven?. meysse, 'to pour in, mix',

derive fr. L. miscere, OF. mesler (whence F.

meter) comes fr. VL. *misculdre, 'to mix, mingle',

a freq. verb formed fr. L. miscere. Cp. admix,

commix, intermix, maslin, 'mixture', meddle,

medley, mestizo, metis, miscegenation, miscella-

neous, mixo-, panmixia, pell-mell, promiscuous,

mustang.

Derivatives: mix-er, n., mixture (q.v.)

mixed, adj. — For mixt, fr. F. mixte. See mix.

mixen, n., dunghill (archaic or dial.) — ME.,

fr. OE., 'dung, dunghill', rel to OE. meox,

'dung, filth', OS. mehs, mist, OHG., MHG., G.

mist, Goth, maihstus, 'dung, filth', OE. migan,

ON. miga, MLG. migen, 'to urinate', OE. micga,

migoda, 'urine', and cogn. with Gk. h\xzi.ysvj,

L. meiere, mingere, 'to urinate'. See micturition

and cp. mash, mistletoe,

mixo-, combining form meaning 'mixed'. — Gk.

(jLi^o-, fr. [xt^t?, 'a mixing, mingling, inter-

course', from the stem of (jLtyvivai., (jiictyeiv,

'to mix'. See mix.

Mixodectes, n., an extinct genus of insectivores

(paleontol.) — ModL., compounded of mixo-

and Gk. Si^xtt)?, 'biter', which is rel. to Sixveiv,

'to bite', fr. L-E. base *denk-, 'to bite', whence

also OI. ddsati (for *dnketi), 'bites', OE. tang,

tange, 'tongs'. See tongs and cp. words there

referred to.

Mixosaunis, n., a genus of extinct reptiles (pale-

ontol.) — ModL., compounded of mixo- and

Gk. aaOpoi;, 'lizard'. See sauro-.

mixture, n. — ME., fr. OF. misture (F. mixture),

fr. L. mixtHra, 'a mixing', fr. mixtus, pp. of

miscere, 'to mix'. See mix and -ture.

Mizar, n., the star Zeta (s) Ursae Majoris, a

double star at the middle of the handle of the

Great Dipper (astron.) — Arab. mVzar, 'veil,

cloak', rel. to izdr, 'loincloth', and to Heb. ezor,

'girdle, belt'.
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mizen, n. — See mizzen.

mizmaze, n., mystification. — Antiphonic redu-

plication of maze.

Mizpah, n., a word usually inscribed on a ring

given to a friend in token of remembrance, in

allusion to the heap of stones raised to commem-
orate the covenant between Jacob and Laban

(Bible). — Heb. mitzpd'', lit. 'watchtower', fr.

tzdphd'', 'he looked out, kept watch' (see Gen.

31:49), which is rel. to Ethiop. tagafawa, 'he

hoped', and prob. also to Akkad. subbu, 'to

look at'.

mizzen, also spelled mizen, n., the fore-and-aft

sail set on the mizzenmast.— Late ME. mesein,

fr. F. misaine, 'foresail', fr. It. mezzana, fr.

Egyptian Arab, mazzdn, denoting the mast, the

sails of which keep the ship in equilibrium, and

rel. to Arab, mizdn, 'balance', from the base

of wdzana, 'he weighed', which is rel. to

moz^ndyim, Bibl.-Aram. mdz nayyd, 'scales,

balance'. It mezzana in this sense is not related

to mezzana, fem. mezzana, 'middle' (see mezza-

nine).

mizzle, tr. and intr. v., to drizzle (obsol. or dial.)

— Late ME. misellen, prob. fr. Late MDu.
mieselen. Cp. Du. miezeten, LG. miseln. These

words are rel. to MDu., Du. mist, 'mist'. See

mist and freq. sufl". -le.

Derivative: mizzl-y, adj.

mizzle, intr. v., to sneak off (slang). — Of uncer-

tain origin.

memonic, adj., helping the memory. Gk.

[j.vT)(j.ovix6?, 'of memory; having a good mem-
ory', fr. pivY][j.<ov, 'mindful, remembering', fr.

[jtvrjfji.r], 'memory', which is formed from the

stem of (jLvaa^ai, 'to remember', fr. I.-E. base

*men-, 'to think'. See mind and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. mnesic, mnestic. For the

ending see adj. suff. -ic.

mnemonics, n., the art of improving the memory.
— See prec. word and -ics.

Mnemosyne, n., a Titaness, mother of the Muses,

the goddess of memory (Greek mythol.) — L.

Mnemosyne, fr. Gk. Mvt) jioauvr,, lit. 'memory,

remembrance', fr. (jlvy](x7), 'memory'. See mne-

monic.

mnemotechny, n., mnemonics. — Compounded

of Gk. (iVTifAT), 'memory', and ts/vt), 'art'. See

mnemonic and technic.

Derivatives : mnemotechn-ic, mnemotechn-ic-al,

adjs., mnemotechn-ist, n.

mnesic, adj., pertaining to memory. — Gk. (ivrj-

oixos, 'ofmemory', fr. (xv^ctii;, 'memory, remem-

brance', from the stem of fivaaSai, 'to remem-

ber'. See mnemonic and cp. amnesia, anamnesis,

paramnesia.

mnestic, adj., pertaining to memory. — Formed

with adj. suff .-icfr. Gk. ijiv^<ji:i(;, 'remembrance',

which is related to [xv^oi.?, 'memory'. See mnesic.

Mniaceae, n. pi., a family of mosses (hot.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. Mniom
(q.v.)
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Mnium, n., a genus of mosses (hot.)— ModL., fr.

Gk. [j-viov, 'moss', which is prob. cogn. with

Lith. miniava, 'close-mown turf.

-mo, suff. indicating the number of leaves into

which a sheet of paper is folded. — L. -mo, abl.

of -mus, the most frequent ending of ordinals.

Cp. e.g. 16mo (sextodeci-mo), 'a sheet folded

into sixteen leaves'.

moa, n., an extinct flightless bird ofNew Zealand.

— Native (= Maori) name.

Moabite, n.— Late L. Mdabites, fr. Gk. Mwa-
^ixrjQ, 'inhabitant of Moab', fr. Mtoa^, 'Moab,

land of Moab', fr. Heb. Mo'dbh, which is perh.

a derivative of Heb. dbh, 'father'; see Gen.

19: 37. See abbot and subst. suff. -ite.

Derivatives: Moabite, adj., Moabit-ish, adj.

moan, n. — ME. mane, mane, from the stem of

OE. mSnan, 'to complain, mourn, moan'. See

mean, 'to have in mind'.

Derivatives: moan, tr. and intr. v., moan-ful,

adj., moan-ful-ly, adv.

moat, n., dike, ditch. — ME. mote, fr. OF. mote,

'rampart, dike' (whence F. motte, 'mound,

clod, lump'); prob. of pre-Latin origin.

mob, n., the rabble. — Shortened fr. L. mobile

valgus, 'the fickle crowd' ; mobile is the neuter of

mdbilis, 'movable, fickle', fr. movere, 'to move'.

See move.

Derivatives: mob, tr. v., mobb-ish, adj.

mob, n., a woman's headdress. — Short for mob-

cap.

mobcap, n., a woman's headdress. — Prob. fr.

mab-cap, lit. 'woman's cap', fr. PN. Mab, used

in the sense of 'woman', fr. Mabel (q.v.)

mobile, adj.— MF. (= F.), fr. L. mdbilis, 'mov-

able; pliable, flexible; changeable, fickle', con

traction of *movibilis, fr. movere, 'to move'. See

move and cp. the second element in automobile,

locomobile.

Derivative: mobile, n.

mobility, n. — F. mobilite, fr. L. mdbilitdtem,

ace. oimdbilitds, 'mobility', fr. mdbilis. See prec.

word and -ity.

mobilization, n. — F. mobilisation, fr. mobiliser.

See next word and -ation.

mobilize, tr. v. — F. mobiliser, coined fr. L. md-

bilis and suff. -iser. See mobile and -ize.

mobocracy, n., rule by the mob. — A hybrid

coined fr. mob, the abbreviation of L. mobile

vulgus and Gk. -xpaTiS, 'rule of, fr. xpaTO?,

'strength, power, rule'. See -cracy.

moccasin, n., soft shoe worn by North American
Indians. — Of Alonquian origin; cp. Powhatan
mockasin.

Mocha, n., a fine variety of coffee. — Fr. Mocha,

name of a port on the Red Sea (in Arabia).

mock, tr. and intr. v. — ME. mokken, fr. MF.
(= F.) moquer, fr. OF., 'to mock', which is

prob. of imitative origin. Cp. OProven?. mocar,

'to mock', Sp. mueca, 'grimace, grin'.

Derivatives: mock, n. and adj., mock-er, n.,

mockery (q.v.), mock-ing-ly, adv.

modern

F.)mockery, n. — ME. moquerie, fr. MF. (=

moquerie, fr. moquer. See mock and -ery.

modal, adj. — ML. moddlis, 'pertaining to a

mode', fr. L. modus. See mode and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: modality (q.v.), modal-ly, adv.

modality, n. — ML. moddlitds, fr. moddlis. See

prec. word and -ity.

mode, n. — F., 'manner, fashion, style', fr. L.

morfM.s,'measure, limit,boundary, manner, mode,

mood' (whence modius, 'a com measure', mode-

rdri, morferore.'to set limits to, moderate', morfei'-

tus, 'keeping measure, moderate, virtuous, sober,

discreet, modest'. Late L. modernus, 'modern'),

fr. I.-E. base *med-, 'to measure, limit, consider,

advise', whence also L. meditdri, 'to think over,

consider'. See meditate and cp. model, modem,
module, modus, mold, 'pattern', and the second

element in turmoil.

Derivatives: mod-ish, adj., mod-ish-ly, adv.,

mod-ish-ness, n.

model, n. — MF. modelle (F. modele), fr. It. mo-

dello, fr. VL. *modellus, fr. L. modulus, ' small

measure; rhythmical measure, rhythm, time,

melody, mode', dimin. of modus. See mode and

cp. mold, 'model'.

Derivatives: model, v., model(l)-er, n., model(r)-

ing, n.

modena, n., deep purple. — Prop. 'Modena

color', named from the city of Modena in Italy.

moderantism, n., moderateness. — F. modiran-

tisme, a hybrid coined fr. moderant, pres. part,

of mod^rer (fr. L. moderdri) and -isme, a suff. of

Greek origin (see -ism); introduced into English

by Burke. See next word.

moderate, adj. — ME., fr. L. moderdtus, pp. of

moderdri, 'to set limits to, moderate', fr. modus.

See mode and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: moderate, n., moderate-ly, adv.,

moderate-ness, n.

moderate, tr. v.— ME. moderaten, fr. L. moderd-

tus, pp. o{ moderdri. See moderate, adj.

moderation, n.— ME. moderacion, fr. MF. (= F.)

moderation, fr. L. moderatidnem, ace. of mode-

rdtid, 'moderating', fr. moderdtus, pp. of mode-

rdri. See moderate, v., and -ion.

moderator, n. — ME. moderatour, fr. L. mode-

rator, gen. -oris, 'manager, ruler, director', lit.

'he who moderates', fr. moderdtus, pp. of mode-

rdri. See moderate and agential suff. -or.

modem, adj.— P. moderne, fr. Late L. modernus,

'modem', formed with suff. -e-rnus fr. L. modd,

'just now', which is prop. abl. of modus, 'meas-

ure', and lit. means 'by measure' ; see mode. For

the formation of Late L. modernus fr. L. modo

cp. L. hesternus, 'of yesterday', fr. heri, 'yester-

day', hodiernus, 'of today', fr. hodie, 'today'.

Cp. hesternal, hodiernal; cp. also diurnal, noc-

turnal.

Derivatives : modern, n., modern-ism, n., modern-

ist, n., and adj., modern-ist-ic, adj., modern-ity,

n., modernize (q.v.), modern-ly, adv., modern-

ness, n.



modernize

modernize, tr. and intr. v. — F. moderniser, fr.

Late L. modernus. See modern and -ize.

Derivatives: moderniz-ation, n., moderniz-er,

a.

modest, adj.— F. modeste, fr. L. modestus, 'keep-

ing measure, measured, moderate, virtuous,

sober, discreet, modest', fr. modus. See mode.

Derivatives: modest-ly, adv., modest-ness, n.

modesty, n.— F. modestie, fr. L. modestia, 'mod-

erateness, moderation, modesty', fr. modestus.

See modest and -y (representing F. -ie).

modicum, n., a small quantity. — L., 'a little',

prop. neut. of modicus, 'having a proper meas-

ure, moderate', used as a noun, fr. modus. See

mode,

modification, n. — MP. (= F.) modification, fr.

L. modificdtionem, ace. of modificdtio, 'a meas-

uring', fr. modificStus, pp. of modificdre. See

modify and -ation.

modificatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. L. modificStus, pp. of modificdre. See next

word.

modify, tr. v. — ME. modifien, fr. MF. (= F.)

modifier, fr. L. modificdre, 'to measure, make

moderate', which is compounded of modus,

'measure', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make, do'.

See mode and -fy.

Derivatives: modifi-able, adj., modifi-abil-ity,

n., modifi-er, n.

modillion, n., a bracket found beneath the corona

of the cornice of the Corinthian entablature

(arch.)— F., fr. It. modiglione, fr. VL. *mutulid-

nem, ace. of *miitulio, fr. L. mUtulus, 'mutule,

modillion'. See mutule.

modiolus, n., the central column in the cochlea

of the ear (anat.) — L., 'a small measure',

dimin. of modius, 'a corn measure', a derivative

of modus. See mode,

modiste, n., a dressmaker, milliner. — F., fr.

mode, 'fashion'. See mode and -ist.

Derivative : modist-ry, n.

modulate, tr. and intr. v. — L. moduldtus, pp. of

modular!, 'to measure off properly, measure

rhythmically, modulate', fr. modulus, 'a small

measure, meter, melody', dimin. of modus. See

mode and v. suff. -ate and cp. module, modulus,

modulation, n. — ME. modulacion,iT. MF. (= F.)

modulation, fr. L. modulationem, ace. of modu-

latio, 'regular measure, rhythmical measure,

modulation', fr. moduldtus, pp. of modular!. See

prec. word and -ion.

modulator, n. — L. modulator, 'one who modu-

lates', fr.wjorf«/a/K5, pp.of morfu/arf. See modulate

and agential suff. -or.

module, n., a unit of measurement. — P., fr. L.

modulus, 'a small measure', dimin. of modus.

See model and -nle, and cp. mold, 'pattern',

which is a doublet of module. Cp. also moolage.

Derivative: modul-ar, adj.

modulus, n., a constant quantity, a coefiBcient. —
L., 'a small measure'. See prec. word.

Derivative: modul-ar, adj.
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modus, n., method, manner, mode. — L. See

mode.

Moed, n., the second of the six orders of the

Mishnah, dealing with the Sabbath, feasts and

fasts.— Heb. mo'ed, 'appointed time, appoint-

ed season, feast', also 'appointed meeting',

from yd'dd, 'he appointed, assigned, designated'

(whence also 'edd'', 'congregation' lit. 'people

assembled by appointment'), which is rel. to

Aram, ya'ed, 'he designated', Syr. wa'dd, 'ap-

pointment, agreement', wa'ed, 'he invited',

Arab, wd'ada, 'he promised', wd'ada, 'he ap-

pointed (a time or place)'.

mofette, n., noxious exhalation from the earth.

— P., fr. It. mofeta, related to muffo, 'moldiness,

mustiness', whence also G. Mujf, 'a moldy smell'.

mofussil, n., in India, rural district; the country

— Hind. mufas?il, mufaffal, fr. Arab, mufdffal,

'divided, separated', pass. part, of fdsfala, II

(= intensive) conjugation oifd^ala, 'he divided,

separated'; rel. to Bibl. Heb. pitztzel, 'he

peeled'; in Mishnaic Heb., 'he split, divided; he

peeled', Aram.-Syr. p^tzal, 'he split, divided',

Arab. bd?ala, 'he peeled'.

mog, intr. and tr. v., to move on {dial.) — Of un-

known origin.

mogi-, combining form meaning 'with toil and

pain', as in mogilalia, 'painful speech'. — Gk.

(xoyti;, 'with toil and pain', rel. to (^oyoq, 'toil,

trouble', whence (loyElv, 'to toil, labor", ^ove-

p6?, 'laboring, toilsome, painful', fr. l.-E. base

*(s)mog-, whence also Lith. smagus, 'heavy',

Lett, smags, smagrs, of s.m.

mogilalia, n., painful speech (med.)— Medical L.,

compounded of mogi- and Gk. AaXii, 'talk,

chat, speech*, fr. XaX6?, 'talkative, loquacious'.

See Lalage and 1st -ia.

Mogul, n., a Mongol; specif, one of the Mongo-

lian invaders of India or their descendants. —
Pers. Mughul, 'Mongol; the Great Mogul'. See

Mongol.

mohair, n., 1) the fine hair of the Angora goat; 2)

the fabric made from it ; 3) an imitation of true

mohair. — Pr. earlier mocayere, fr. It. moccaia-

ro, fr. Arab, mukhdyya- 'fine cloth of goat's

hair', lit. 'choice', pass. part, of khdyyara, 'he

chose, selected', the II conjugation of khdra, 'he

chose; he preferred', whence khayr, 'good, bet-

ter, best'. Cp. moire, mnktar.

Mohammedan, adj., pertaining to Mohammed,

founder of Islam (570-632). — Formed with

suff. -an fr. Arab. Muhammad, lit. 'praise-

worthy', pass. part, of hdmmada, 'he praised'.

Mohammedan, n., a Moslem.—Lit. 'a follower of

Mohammed'. See prec. word.

Mohammedanism, n., system of the religion

founded by Mohammed. — Formed fr. Mo-

hammedan, n., with stiff, -ism.

Mohammedanize, tr. v., to make Mohammedan.

Formed fr. Mobaromedan, n., with suff. -Ize.

Mohairam.— See Moharram.

mobatra, n., nominal sale {Medieval law). — Sp.,
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fr. Arab, mukhdtara , 'risk', rel. to khdtar,

'danger, risk'.

Mohawk, n., a member of a North American In-

dian tribe. — Algonquian native name meaning

'they eat living things' (i.e., 'they are canni-

bals'). The name was given them by their ene-

mies. Cp. Mohock.

Derivatives : Mohawk-ian, adj. and n.

moho, n., the Hawaian honey eater. — ModL.,

fr. Hawaian native word.

Mohock, n., a member of a gang of aristocratic

ruffians. — A var. of Mohawk.
mohuT, n., formerly, a gold coin ofIndia.— Hind.

muhur, muhr, fr. Pers. muhr, 'seal, coin', fr. OI.

mudrd, 'seal, coin'.

moidore, n., a Portuguese gold coin. — Corrup-

tion of Port, moeda de ouro, lit. 'money of gold',

fr. moeda, 'money' (fr. L. moneta, 'mint,

money'), the prep, de, 'from, of (fr. L. de, 'from,

away from') and ouro, 'gold' (fr. L. aurum). See

mint, 'place for coining money', de- and aureate.

moiety, n., a half. — ME. moite, fr. MP. moiti

(P. moitie), fr. OF. meitiet, fr. L. medietdtem,

ace. of medietas, 'the middle, a half, fr. medius,

'middle'. See media, 'voiced stop consonant',

and subst. suff. -ty.

moil, tr. v., to wet, to daub with dirt, to soil

{archaic and dial.); intr. v*, to work in wet or

mire; to toil, drudge, i- ME. nioillen, 'to wet',

fr. OF. moitlier, moiller (F. mouiller), 'to wet,

moisten', fr. VL. *mollidre, 'to soften; to moist-

en', fr. L. mollis, 'soft'. See mollify.

Moira, n., one of the Fates {Greek mythol.) —
Gk. Moipa (for *M6pia), lit. 'share, fate', rel.

to (xopoc, 'fate, destiny, doom', and in grada-

tional relationship to (i^po?, 'part, lot', [jieipE-

aO-di, 'to receive one's share'. See Ist mero- and

cp. words there referred to.

Moira, fem. PN. — Prob. a var. of Ir. Maire,

which corresponds to E. Mary.

moire, n., watered silk.— F., fr. mohair (q.v.) Cp.

moreen.

moire, adj., watered (said of silk, metals, etc.) —
P., pp. of moirer, 'to water (silk, etc.)', fr. moire.

See moire.

moist, adj. — ME. moiste, 'fresh (of fruit, wine,

etc.)', fr. MF. moiste (P. moite), 'moist', fr. VL.

*muscidus, which is a blend of L. mUcidus, 'mo-

dy, musty", and musteus, 'of new wine, fresh,

juicy". L. mOcidus is a derivative of mScus; see

mucus and cp. must, 'mold'. L. musteus derives

fr. mustum, 'must, new wine'; see must, 'new

wine'.

Derivatives : moist-en, tr. and intr. v., moist-en-

er, n., moist-ify, tr. v., moist-less, adj., moist-y,

adj.

moisture, n. — ME., fr. MF. moistour, moisteur

(F. moiteur), fr. moiste. See moist and -nre.

Derivative: moisture-less, adj.

moke, n., a donkey {slang). — Prob. from a PN.
applied to the donkey.

mol, n., molecular weight in grams, gram mole-

cule {chem.) — G. Mol, short for Molekiil,

'molecule'. See mole, 'gram, molecule'.

molal, adj., pertaining to the mol. — Formed fr.

mol with adj. suff. -al.

molar, adj., pertaining to mass. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ar fr. L. moles, 'a heavy mass, load,

burden'. See mole, 'structure'.

molar, adj., grinding. — L. moldris, 'pertaining

to a mill; grinding', fr. mola, 'mill, millstone',

fr. I.-E. base *mel-, 'to rub, grind'. See 1st mill

and cp. mole, 'false conception', molinary.

Derivative: molar, n., a molar tooth.

molasses, n. pi., thick, dark-colored sirup. —
Port, melafo, fr. Late L. melldceum, 'must',

prop. neut. of melldceus, 'resembling honey', fr.

L. mel. gen. mellis, 'honey'. See mel and -aceous.

mold, mould, n., a pattern, form. — ME. mold,

metathesized fr. OF modle, earlier form of mole,

molle (P. moule), 'mold', fr. L. modulus. See

module.

Derivative: mold, mould, tr. v., to fprm, model.

mold, mould, n., crumbling soil, humus. — ME.
molde, fr. OE. molde, 'earth, soil, dust', rel. to

OPris. molde, ON. mold, 'earth', OHG. molta,

'dust, earth', Goth, mulda, 'dust'. These words

prop, are pp.s lit. meaning 'that which is ground'

fr. l.-E. base *mel-, 'to rub, grind'. See meal,

'edible grain', and words there referred to and

cp. esp. mull, 'to powder'. Cp. also next word,

molder and mole, 'the burrowing animal'.

mold, mould, n., a furry fungoid growth. — ME.
mowlde, prob. fr. ME. mouled, mowled, pp. of

moulen, mowlen, 'to grow moldy', which is rel.

to ON. mygla, Swed. mogla, Norw. mugla, 'to

grow moldy', and to OE. molde, 'earth, soil,

dust". See prec. word.

mold, mould, intr. v., to grow moldy, tr. v., to

make moldy. — Prob. fr. ME. mouled, mowled,

pp. of moulen, 'to grow moldy'. See prec. word.

molder, moulder, n., one who molds or forms. —
Formed with agential suff. -erfr. mold, 'to form'.

molder, moulder, intr. v., to crumble away; tr. v.,

to cause to crumble away. — Formed with suff.

-er fr. mold, 'crumbling soil'.

molding, moulding, n., the act of forming. —
Formed fr. mold, 'to form', with -ing, suff.

forming verbal nouns.

moldy, mouldy, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -y

fr. ME. mouled, pp. of moulen, 'to grow moldy'.

See mold, 'fungoid growth'.

Derivative: moldi-ness, n., mouldi-ness, n.

mole, n., spot in the skin. — ME. mal, fr. OE.

mdl, 'stain mark', rel. to OHG., MHG. meil,

G. Mal, Goth, mail, 'wrinkle', fr. I.-E. base

*mei-, *mai-, 'to stain, defile', whence also Gk.

(jiiaivsiv, 'to stain, defile'. See miasma and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also the first ele-

ment in maulstick,

mole, n., a massive structure of stone built in the

sea as a breakwater. — P. mole, fr. It. molo, fr.

Late Gk. (luXo;, fr. L. moles, 'a heavy mass,

load, burden' (whence mdlestus, 'troublesome.
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irksome, grievous'), which prob. derives fr. I.-E.

*mo--/!-, whence alsoGk. [LCtl-oq, 'effort', (xoXi;,

•hardly, scarcely'. I.-E. *md-U- is an enlarge-

ment of base *md-, 'to tire, fatigue', whence

Goth. (aDmauiPs, 'weary, tired', OHG. muoen,

MHG. miieen, muejen, G. muhen, MDu. moey-

en, moyen, Du. moeien, 'to tire', OHG. muodi,

MHG. muede, G. miirfe, 'weary tired', MDu.

moede, Du. mo«&, moe, ON. modr, OS. mo*.

ON. modr, OE. mecte, 'weary, tired', Russ.

majat\ 'to fatigue, exhaust', maja, majatd, 'hard

work, scourge, plague'. Cp. molar, 'pertammg

to mass', molecule, molest, demolish, demolition,

mole, n., a small burrowing animal (Talpa euro-

pea) — ME. molle, rel. to OFris. moU, MLG.

mul, mol, MDu., Du. mol. These words are rel.

to OE. molde, 'earth, soil'. Cp. ME. moldewerp,

dial. E. moldiwarp, OS. moldwerp, OHG. mult-

wurf, MHG. moltwerfe (whence, influenced by

Maul, 'mouth', G. Maulwurf), 'mole', lit. 'soil-

thrower', and see mole, 'soil'.

Derivative: mole, tr. v., to free of moles; to

excavate.

mole, n., false conception.— F. mole, fr. L. mala,

'millstone; grits; false conception, mole'. See

1st mill and cp. molar, 'grinding'.

mole, n., a gram molecule {chem) — G. Mol

shortened by the German physical chemist 'Wil-

helm Ostwald (1853-1932), fr. G. Molekiil,

'molecule'. See molecule,

molecular, adj. — ModL. molecularls. See next

word and -ar.

Derivatives: molecular-ity, n., molecular-ly, adv.

molecule, n. - F. molecule, fr. ModL. molecula,

dimin. of L. moles, 'mass'. See mole, 'mass',

and -cule. ModL. molecula was first used in the

modern sense of this term by Amedeo Avoga-

dro(inl811).

molest, tr. v., to trouble. — ME. molesten, fr.

MF. (= F.) molester, fr. L. mdlestare, 'to annoy,

trouble', fr. mdlestus, 'troublesome, irksome,

grievous, annoying', lit. 'burdening', fr. moles,

'heavy mass, load, burden'. See mole, 'struc-

ture'. . .._
molestation, n. — ME. molestacwun, fr. MF.

(= F.) molestation, fr. molester. See molest and

-ation.

molinary, adj., pertaining to a mill. — Late L.

molmdrius, fr. molirm, 'mill'. See 1st mill and

adj. suff. -ary and cp. molar, 'grinding'.

Molinism, n., 1) religious teachings of the Span-

ish Jesuit Luis de Molina (1535-1600); 2) reli-

gious teachings of the Spanish priest Miguel de

Molinos (1640-97) — For the ending see suff.

-ism.

Molinist, n., 1) an adherent of Luis de Mulina
;
2)

an adherent of Miguel de Molinos. — See prec.

word and -ist.

Moll, fem. PN. — A dimin. of Mary-

moll, n., 1) female companion of a gangster; 2) a

prostitute (i/an?). — Fr. prec. word.

mollification, n. — ME. moUificacioun, fr. MF.
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(= F.) mollifitation, fr. ML. mollificStionem,

ace. oi mollification 'a softening', fr. L. molUfica-

tus, pp. of mollificare. See next word and -ion.

moUify, tr. v., to pacify, appease. — ME. molli-

fien fr. MF. (= F.) moUifier, fr. L. mollificare,

'to make soft, soften', which is compounded of

mollis, 'soft, mild', and -ficare, fr. facere, 'to

make, do'. For the first element see meal, 'edible

grain'', and words there referred to and cp. esp.

emollient, moU, MoUugo, moUusk, mouiUe, mul-

lein. For the second element see -fy.

Mollugo, n., a genus of plants, the Indian chick-

weed {hot.). — L. mollugo, name of a burlike

plant, fr. mollis, 'soft'. See prec. word.

mollusc, n. — See mcUusk.

Mollusca, n., a large phylum of invertebrates

characterized by a soft and unsegmented body

{zooi:) — ModL., neut. pi. of L. molluscus,

'soft'. See mollusk.

Derivatives: mollusc-an, adj. and n.

moUuscoid, adj., like a mollusk. - A hybrid

coined fr. L. molluscus, 'soft', and Gk. -osibT).;,

'like', fr. elSo;, 'form, shape'. See mollusk

and -old.

molluscous, adj., moUuscan. - See mollusk and

-ous.

moUusk, mollusc, n., any of the Mollusca. - F.

mollusque, coined by the French naturalist.

Baron Georges-L6opold-Chretien-Fr6denc-

Dagobert Cuvier (1769-1832) fr. L. molluscus,

'soft' (in mollusca nox, 'a soft kind of nut with a

thin shell'), fr. mollis, 'soft'. See mollify,

molly, n., a milksop, an eff'eminate person.— Fr.

Molly, a pet form of Mary. Cp. Moll, moll, and

next word.

moUycoddle, n., a person who coddles himselt.—
Prop, 'a molly that coddles himself. — See prec.

word and coddle.

Derivative: mollycoddle, tr. v.

Moloch, n., 1) a Semitic god propitiated by the

sacrifice ofchildren ; hence 2) anything requiring

a dreadful sacrifice; 3) name of a spiny Austra-

lian lizard (Moloch horridus). — L. (Vulgate),

fr Gk. MoX6x (Septuagint), fr. Heb. molekh, a

word formed fr. Heb. melekh, 'king', by giving

it the vowels of hdsheth, 'shame' (to show

Israel's horror of this hideous practice of the

heathen Semites). See Mameluke,

molt, moult, intr. and tr. v. - ME. mouten, fr.

OE *mutian, 'to change' (cp. OE. bi-mutian,

'to exchange'), fr. L. mutare, 'to change'. See

mutable.

Derivatives : molt, moult, n. . the process of molt-

ing, molt-er, moult-er, n.

molten, pp. of melt. - ME-, fr. OE. molten, pp.

of meltan, 'to melt'. See melt,

moly, n., a fabulous plant with magic powers. --

L fr. Gk. (ioiXu, which is of uncertain etymol-

ogy. It is prob. not cogn. with OI. mula-m,

'root'-
1

molybdenum, n., name of a metallic element

ichem.) — ModL.. coined fr. Gk. ii6Xup8o?,

yvs IIIUIICI£II.C

'lead', which together with L. plumbum, 'lead',

was prob. borrowed from a Mediterranean,

possibly the Iberian, language. See plumb.

Derivatives: molybden-ic,a.dj., molybden-ite, n.

(mineral.), molybden-ous, adj.

molybdic, adj., of, or containing, molybdenum

(in its higher valency).— Formed with adj. sutf.

-ic fr. Gk. ii.&ko^8oQ, 'lead'. See prec. word.

molybdous, adj., of, or containing, molybdenum

(in its lower valency). — See prec. word and

-ous.

moment, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. mo-

mentum, 'movement, motion; short time, mo-

ment', which stands for *movimentum, fr.

movere, 'to move'. See move and -ment and cp.

movement. For sense development cp. Heb.

regha', 'moment', which prob. derives fr. rdghd',

'he disturbed', prop, 'he moved'. Cp. also

Czech okamzik (Slovak okamih), lit. 'twinkling

of the eye', fr. oko, 'eye', and mzik, 'moment',

which is rel. to miikati, 'to blink, wink', and

Hung, pillanat, 'moment', which is short for

szempillanat, now replaced by szempillantds, of

s.m., lit. 'a twinkling of the eye'.

momentaneous, adj. — Late L. momentaneus,

'short, momentary', fr. L. momentum. See mo-

ment and -aneous.

Derivatives: momentaneous-ly, adv., moment-

aneous-ness, n.

momentary, adj. — L. mdmentarius, 'of brief du-

ration, momentary', fr. momentum. See moment

and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: momentari-ly, adv., momentari-

ness, n.

momentum, n., 1) the product of the mass of a

moving body and its velocity (mech.) ; 2) impe-

tus. — L. momentum. See moment.

Momus, n., 1) the god of censure and sarcasm

(Greek mythoL); hence 2) a carping critic. — L.,

fr. Gk. McojjLO?, fr. (j.6>[jtoi;, 'blame, ridicule',

which is prob. rel. to a-[j.u[/,cov, 'irreproach-

able'; of uncertain origin.

mon-, form of mono- before a vowel.

Mona, fem. PN. — Ir. Muadhnait, prop, dimin.

oT muadh, 'noble'.

mona, n., a small African monkey (Cercopithecus

mona). — Sp. and Port, mona, 'female monkey',

fem. of mono, 'monkey'. See monkey.

monachal, adj., pertaining to a monk; monastic.

— Eccles. L. monachdlis, 'pertaining to a monk',

fr. Late L. monachus, 'monk'. See monk and adj.

suff'. -al.

monacbism, n., monasticism. — Formed with

suff. -ism fr. Late L. monachus, 'monk'. See

monk.

monacid, n. — The same as monoacid.

monad, n., 1) a unit; 2) a single-celled organism

(biol.) ; 3) a univalent element, atom or radical

(chem.) ; 4) an ultimate unit of being (philos. of

Leibniz). — Late L. monas, gen. monadis, fr.

Gk. (xovas, gen. (zovtiSo?, 'a unit', fr. li<Svo<;,

'alone, single'. See mfmo-.

monadelphous, adj., having the filaments united

(hot.)— Compounded of mon- and Gk. iSsX-

96?, 'brother'. See adelpho- and -ous.

monadism, n., the theory (of Leibniz) that the

universe is composed of monads. — See monad

and -ism.

monal, also monaul, n., a large pheasant of the

genus Lophophorus. — Hind, mondl, mundl.

monandrous, adj., 1) having but one husband at a

time; 2) (bot) having a single stamen. — Gk.

[AovavSpo;, 'having but one husband', com-

pounded of {.tovoc, 'alone', and avr;p, gen.

avSpoi;, 'man'. See mono- and -androus. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to Gk. -o?, see -ous.

monandry, n. 1) the state of having but one hus-

band at a time; 2) (bot.) the condition of having

a single stamen.— Formed as if fr. Gk. *[xovav-

Spia, fr. [xovavSpo?, 'having but one husband'.

See monandrous and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

monarch, n.—Late L. monarcha, fr. Gk. ^xovdcpxiii;

or [lovap/o?, 'one who rules alone', which are

compounded of jxovoi;, 'alone', and -apyrj?, resp.

apxo?, 'leader, chief, ruler'. See mon- and -arch.

Derivatives: monarch-al, adj., monarch-al-ly,

adv., monarchic (q.v.), monorchism (q.v.), mon-

arch-ist, n. and adj., monarch-ist-ic, adj., mon-

arch-ize, intr. and tr. v., monarchy (q.v.)

monarchic, adj. — MF. (= F.) monarchique, fr.

Gk. tA0vapyix6q, fr. [j.ovapx7)i; or [xovapyo;.

See prec word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: monarchic-al, adj., monarchic-al-ly,

adv.

monarchism, n. — F. monarchisme, fr. monarchic.

See next word and -ism.

monarchy, n. — ME. monarchic, fr. OF. (= F.)

monarchic, fr. Late L. monorchia, fr. Gk. (xovap-

X.ta, 'rule of one', fr. (xovdcpxigi; or [lovapyoi;.

See monarch and -y (representing Gk. -tS).

Monarda, n., a genus of plants, the horsemint

(bot.) — ModL., named after the Spanish bot-

anist Nicolas Monardes (1493-1588).

Monardella, n., a genus of plants of the mint

family (bot.) — A ModL. diminutive formed

from the name of the botanist Nicolas Monar-

des. See prec. word and -ella.

monastery, n. — ME. monasterie, fr. Eccles. L.

monasterium, fr. EccIes.Gk. [iovaCTTTjptov, form-

ed with -Tjptov, a suff. denoting place, fr. jxova-

(jTYj?, 'monk', which lit. means 'living alone', fr.

[xovawEiv, 'to live alone', fr. j^iovo;, 'alone'. Cp.

minster, which is a doublet of monastery, and

see mono-. Cp. also monk.

monastic, adj., 1) pertaining to monasteries; 2)

pertaining to monks or nuns; n., a monk. —
ML. monasticus, fr. Eccles. Gk. [XOvaaTixoc,

'living alone', fr. (lOva^Eiv, 'to live alone'. See

prec. word and adj. suff'. -ic.

Derivatives: monastic-al-ly, adv., monastic-

ism n.

monazite, n., a phosphate of the rare earth metals

(mineral.) — G. Monazit, fr. Gk. (iovdc^eiv, 'to

be alone, live alone', fr. [L6•^oc„ 'alone'; see
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mono-. The ending -it goes back to Gk. -i^-r\<i;

see subst. sufT. -ite.

Monday, n. — ME. monenday, moneday, fr. OE.

momndseg, Ut. 'day of the moon", fr. mono,

'moon', and dseg, 'day' ; cp. ON. manadagr, Dan.

mandag, Swed. m&ndag, Norw. maandag, OFris.

monendei, Du. maandag, OHG. manetag, MHG.

monrac, wjantoc, G. Afon/ag. These words are

prop, loan translations of L. Lunae dies, 'the

day of the moon' (whence It. lunedl, OF. lunsdi,

F. lundi. Proven?. {di)luns, Catal. diltuns, Sp.

lunes), itself a loan translation of Gk. SsXtjvt)?

Tjljtepa, 'the day of the moon'. For the first ele-

ment see moon, for the second see day.

Mondayish, adj. — Prop, 'feeling as some people

do on Monday, when the work of the week be-

gins. — See prec. word and adj. suif. -ish.

Derivative : Mondayish-ness, n.

monde, n., the world of fashion; society. — F.,

fr. L. mundus, 'world'. See mundane and cp.

mound, 'globe of a sovereign'.

Monel metal, an alloy of nickel, copper, iron,

manganese, silicon and carbon. — Named after

Ambrose Monell, of New York City (died in

1921),

Moneses, n., a genus of plants, the one-flowered

pyrola (hot:). — ModL., compounded of mono-

and Gk. -Sjai?, 'dehght', which is rel. to i^Se-

a»ai, 'torejoice'.fjSovTj, 'pleasure', TiSii;, 'sweet'.

See hedonic.

Moneta, n., a surname of Juno. — L. Moneta.

See mint, 'place for coining money'.

monetary, adj. — Late L. monetarius, 'belonging

to a mint', fr. L. moneta, 'mint, money'. See

money and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative : monetari-ly, adv.

monetize, tr. v., 1) to coin into money; 2) to lega-

lize as money. — Formed with suff. -ize fr. L.

moneta, 'mint, money'. See money.

Derivative : monetiz-ation, n.

money, n. — ME. moneie, fr. OF. moneie (F.

monnaie), fr. L.moneM, 'mint, money'. See mint,

'place for coining money', and cp. Moneta,

monetary, the first element in moidore and the

second element in porte-monnale.

Derivative : money-ed, also moni-ed, adj.

moneyage, n., payment for the privilege of coin-

ing {hist.). — OF. moneage, monoyage (P. mon-

nayage), fr. monayer, monnayer (F. monnayer),

'to coin' (whence the obsol. E. verb, to money).

See money and -age.

moneyer, n., one who coins money. — ME. mon-

ever, fr. OF. monoier (F. monnayeur), fr. LateL.

monetarius, 'master of the mint, minter, coiner'.

See money and agential suff. -er.

monger, n. — ME. mangere, mongere, fr. OE.

mangere, 'merchant, trader', fr. mangian, 'to

traffic, trade', fr. L. mango, 'a dealer who pol-

ishes his wares, trader, trafficker, a slave trader',

which is prob. borrowed fr. Gk. *ixaYYuv, a

word rel to \t.6L-a'XW4, 'any means for tricking

or bewitching, philter, drug', fr. l.-E. base
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*mang-, 'to embellish, dress, trim'; see Walde-

Hofmann, LEW., II, p. 28 s.v. mango. See

mangle, 'machine for smoothing linen', and cp.

mangonel.

Mongol, n. and adj.— Mongolian. Cp. Mogul.

Derivatives: Mongol-ian, adj. and n., Mongol-

ic, adj. and n., Mongol-ism, n., Mongol-ize, tr.

v., Mongol-iz-ation, n.. Mongoloid (q.v.).

Mongoloid, adj., resembling the Mongols. —
Compounded ofMongol and Gk. -oeiStj?, 'like',

fr. rfSo?, 'form, shape'. See-oid.

Derivative: Mongoloid, n.

mongoose, n. — Folk-etymological alteration of

Tamil mangus.

mongrel, n., an animal of mixed breed.— Form-

ed fr. obsol. mong, 'to mix', with dimin. suff.

-ret (cp. cockerel, fr. cock). See among, mingle.

Derivatives: mongrel, adj., mongrel-dom, n.,

mongrel-ish, adj., mongrel-ism, n., mongrel-ity,

n., mongrel-ize, tr. v., mongrel-iz-ation, n.,

mongrel-ly, adj., mongrel-ness, n.,

monial, n., a muUion. — ME. maynel, moniel, fr.

MF. mayneau (F. meneau), 'muUion', probably

contraction of *meienel-, which is formed with

suff. -el (corresponding to L. -dlis), fr. L, fnedid-

nus, 'that which is in the middle'. See media,

'voiced stop consonant', and adj. suff. -al, and

cp. muUion. Cp. also median, mean, 'inter-

mediate', mesne,

moniliform, adj., shaped like a string of beads,

jointed {bot. and zool.). — Compounded of L.

monile, 'necklace', and forma, 'form, shape'.

The first element is cogn. with OL mdnyd, 'nape

of the neck', Gaul.-Gk. jxavvo?, [iaviaxrj?, 'Cel-

tic necklace', OE. manu, 'mane', mene, 'neck-

lace'; see mane. For the second element see

form, n.

monism, n., the doctrine that there is only one

principle (philos.) — ModL. monismus, fr. Gk.

(i6voi;, 'alone' ; first used by the German philos-

opher Baron Christian von Wolff (1679-1754).

See mono- and -ism.

monist, n., a believer in monism. — See prec.

word and -1st; first used by Christian von Wolff.

Derivative : monist-ic, adj.

monition, n. — ME. monicioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

monition, fr. L. monitionem, ace. of monitio, 'a

reminding, advice, warning', fr. monitus, pp. of

moneo, monere, 'to call to mind, remind, advise,

warn', which stands for *moneyd and is a causa-

tive form of memini, meminisse, 'to remember'

;

cogn. with OI. mandyati, 'he considers, honors',

Gk. iJ.E|jtova, 'I am very eager, I intend', Lith is-

manau, is-manyti, 'to understand, think', OE.

manian, OS. manon, OHG. manon, manen,

MHG. manen, G. mahnen, 'to admonish'. All

these words derive fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to think'.

See mind and words there referred to and cp. esp.

monitor, monster, monstrance, monstrous, monu-

ment, admonish, admonition, premonition, sum-

mon, summons,

monitor, n., one who reminds. — L., fr. monitus.
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pp. oi monere. See prec. word and agential suff.

-or and cp. mentor. — In the sense of a heavily

armed slow-moving vessel the word monitor de-

rives fr. Monitor, name of the first vessel of this

kind, designed by Captain Ericsson in the

American Civil War (in 1862).

Derivatives : monitor, intr. and tr. v., monitor-ial,

adj.

monitory, adj., warning. — L. moniiorius, fr. mo-

nitus, pp. of monere. See monition and adj. suff.

-ory.

Derivatives: monitory, n., a letter containing an

admonition, monitori-al, adj.

monk, n. — ME. munec, fr. OE. munuc (whence

also ON. munkr), fr. VL. *monicus, correspond-

ing to Late L. monachus, fr. Eccles. Gk. fiova-

yitc,, 'monk', fr. Gk. [jiovax^?, 'living alone, soli-

tary', fr. (x6vog, 'alone, single'. See mono- and

cp. monachal, monastery, monastic. Cp. OS.

munik, OFris. munek, monink, MLG. monik,

monk (whence Dan., Swed. munk), MDu. monic,

monc (whence Du. monnik), OHG. munih

(whence MHG. munich, miinech, miinich, G.

Monch, 'monk',) which all derive fr. VL. *moni-

cus. Cp. also OSlav. mUnichu, Lett, miiks and

Finn, munkki, of s.m., which are Teut. loan

words.

Derivatives: monk-ery, n., monk-hood, n., monk-

ish, adj., monk-ish-ly, adv., monk-ish-ness, n.

monkey, n.— MLG. Monekc(n), name of an ape,

prob. fr. MIt. monnicchio, fr. Olt. monna (cp.

Sp. and Port, mono, mono), 'ape, monkey',

aphetically formed fr. Turk. maymUn, of s.m., fr.

Arab, maymun, 'auspicious', used euphemis-

tically to denote the ape or monkey, whose sight

is supposed to bring misfortune. See Theodor

Noldeke, Worter mit Gegensinn, in his Neue

Beitrage zur semitischen Sprachwissenschaft,

Strassburg, 1910, p. 89. Arab, maymun is pass,

part, of ydmana, 'he was happy, he was for-

tunate; it was auspicious', fr. ydman, 'right side,

south', yamin, 'right hand'. See Benjamin and

cp. maimon and mona, 'a small African monkey'.

— Olt. monna, 'ape, monkey', has been influ-

enced in form by monna, 'woman', contraction

of ma donna, 'my lady'.

Derivatives: monkey, intr. and tr. v., monkey-

ish, adj., mokey-ish-ly, adv., monkey-ish-ness, n.

mono- (before a vowel mon-), combining form

meaning 1) one, alone, single; 2) (chem.) con-

taining one single atom. — Gk. aovo-, (xov-,

fr. jjLovoc, 'alone, single', which stands for

*,u,6vFo(;, and is in gradational relationship to

[LOMoz (for *[jiavf6(; ), 'thin, rare'. See mano- and

cp. monad, monism. Cp. also monk and words

there referred to. Cp. also the first element in

malmsey.

monoacid, also monacid, adj. ; n., an acid that has

only one replaceable hydrogen atom for the

molecule {chem.) — A hybrid coined fr. Gk.

fx6voi;, 'alone, single', and L. acidus, 'sour'. See

mono- £md acid.

Derivative: monoacid-ic, adj.

monobasic, adj., having only one hydrogen atom

replaceable by a basic atom (chem.) — Com-
pounded of mono- and basic.

monocarp, n., a monocarpic plant. — See next

word.

monocarpic, adj., bearing fruit only once, and

then dying (fcof.) — Compounded of mono- and

Gk. xapTto?, 'fruit'. See carpel and adj. suff.

-ic.

monocarpous, adj., having a gynoecium which

forms a single ovary (ior.) — See prec. word

and -ous.

monochord, n., an instrument having only one

string or chord. — ME. monocorde, fr. MF.
(= F.) monocorde, fr. Late L. monochordon, fr.

Gk. (xovo/opSov, prop. neut. of the adjective

|jiov6j(opSo<;, 'having but one string', used as a

noun; compounded of fiovo?, 'alone, single',

and xopSi^j 'string'. See mono- and chord.

monocliroic, adj., of one color. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. |j.ov6/pooq, 'ofone color', fr.

[i6voc, 'alone, single', and zpoia, 'color',

which is rel. to xpcojxa, 'color'. See mono- and

clu-ome and cp. next word.

monochromatic, adj., having only one color. —
See next word and chromatic.

monochrome, n., a painting or drawing of a single

color. — Introduced into English by the diarist

John Evelyn (1620-1706) fr. Gk. [xovoxpcofxoi;,

'of one color', fr. [xiivo?, 'alone, single', and

Xpoi|j.a, 'color'. See mono- and chrome and cp.

monochroic.

Derivatives : monochrom-ic, monochrom-ic-al,

adjs., monochrom-ic-al-ly, adv., monochrom-ist,

n., monochrom-ous, adj., monochrom-y, n.

monocle, n. — F., 'single eyeglass', fr. Late L.

monoculus, 'one-eyed'. See monocular.

monoclinal, adj., having a single dip (said of

geological strata). — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. mono- and Gk. xXfvsiv, 'to bend, incline'.

See clinical and cp. words there referred to.

monoclinic, adj., pertaining to crystallization in

which the crystals have three unequal axes,

with one oblique intersection (crystattogr.) —
Lit. 'with one oblique intersection". See prec.

word.

monocotyledon, n., a plant with only one cotyle-

don (bot.) — Compounded of mono- and co-

tyledon.

Derivative: monocotyledon-ous, adj.

monocracy, n., government by one person. —
Compounded of mono- and Gk. -zpaT'la, 'rule

of, fr. xpaToc, 'strength, power, rule'. See

-cracy.

monocular, adj., 1) having only one eye: 2) fitted

for the use of only one eye. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ar fr. Late L.monocH/H.s,'one-eyed', a hybrid

coined fr. Gk. (iovo?, 'alone, single', and L.

oculus, 'eye'. See mono- and ocular and cp.

monocle. Cp. also binocular.

monocycle, n., a velocipede having only one



monocyclic

wheel. — Compounded of mono- and Gk.

KiixXo?, 'wheel'. See cycle,

monocyclic, adj., having only one cycle. — See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

monodactylous, adj., having only one finger or

one toe. — Gk. [xovoSocx-cuXoi;, compounded

of fxovoi;, 'alone, single', and SdxTuXoi;, 'finger,

toe'. See mono- and dactyl. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -o?, see -ous.

monodic, adj., pertaining to monody. — Gk.

(jLovcoSiKo? , fr. [xovfpSt a. Seemonody and adj. suff.

-ic.

monodist, n., a writer of monodies. — See mono-

dy and -ist.

monodrama, n., a drama performed, or to be

performed, by only one person. — Com-

pounded of mono- and drama,

monody, n., 1) an ode sung by a single person

(Ancient Greek lit.) ; a poem in which the author

mourns the death of a friend; 3) a composition

in which a single melody predominates (mus.)

— Gk. [xovcpSiS, 'monody', lit. 'a song sung

alone', fr. [ji.ovci>S6?, 'singing alone', which is

compounded of ;x6vo;, 'alone, single', and uSr],

'song'. See mono- and ode.

monoecious, adj., having both male and female

organs in the same individual (bot. and zool.) —
Compounded of mon- and Gk. olxo;, 'house'.

See economy and cp. words there referred to.

For the ending see suff. -ions.

Derivatives: monoecious-ly, adv., monoecious-

ness, n.

monogamous, adj., having but one wife or hus-

band at a time. — Late L. monogamus, fr. Gk.

jjiovoyaiiog. See next word and -ous.

monogamy, n., state of having but one wife or

husband at a time. — F. monogamie, fr. Late L.

monogamia, fr. Gk. ii.ovoYafJi.ta, fr. \xo'j6ya.\j.oc„

'marrying one wife', which is compounded of

fjLovo?, 'alone, single', and yajAeTv, 'to marry'.

See mono- and gamo- and cp. bigamy.

Derivatives: monogam-ic, adj., monogam-ist, n.

monogenesis, n., the theoretical development of

all living organisms from a single cell (biol.) —
ModL., lit. 'oneness of origin', compounded

of mono- and genesis,

monogenetic, adj., pertaining to mongenesis. —
Compounded of mono- and genetic,

monogenism, n., the doctrine that the whole

human race has descended from a single pair.—
Compounded of mono-, Gk. -yevv;;, 'born of

(see -gen), and suff. -ism.

monogeny, n., the descent of the human race

from a single pair. — See prec. word and -geny.

monoglot, adj., knowing one language only. —
Gk. laovovXcoTToi;, compounded of (Jlovo?,

'alone, single', and Y^'W'^'a, 'tongue, language'.

See mono- and gloss, 'explanation'.

Derivative: monoglot, n.

monogram, n., two or more letters intertwined.

— LateL. monogrammajr. LateGk. nov6Ypa|i-

(xov, neut. of (i.ov6Yp(x(i.pioc;, 'drawn with single
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lines', which is compounded of Gk. [xovoi;,

'alone, single', and ^{(ioi[i.\ii\ 'Une', lit. 'that

which is written'. See mono- and gram,

monogrammatic, adj., like a monogram. — See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

monograph, n., a treatise on a single subject. —
Compounded of mono- and Gk. -ypacpo?, fr.

Ypatpstv, 'to write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: monograph, tr. v., monograph-er,

n., monograph-ic, monograph-ic-al, adjs., mono-

graph-ic-al-ly, adv., monograph-ist, n.

monogynous, adj., 1) having but one wife at a

time; 2) (bot.) having a single pistil. — Com-

pounded of mono- and Gk. yuvl), 'woman, wife'.

See -gynous.

monogyny, n., the state of being married to one

woman only at a time. — See prec. word and -y

(representing Gk. -la).

monolatry, n., the worship of one god, where

several are recognized as existing. — Com-

pounded of mono- and Gk. -XaTpsia, -Xccipia.,

fr. XaxpEiS, 'hired labor, service, worship'. See

-latry.

Derivatives: monolatr-ist, n., monolatr-ous, adj.

monolith, n., a column consisting of a single large

block of stone. — F. monolithe, fr. L. monoli-

thus, fr. Gk. [xov6Xi9^oi;, 'made of one stone',

which is compounded of [xAvoi;, 'alone, single',

and XiS-oc;, 'stone'. See mono- and litho-.

Derivative: monolith-ic, adj.

monologist, n., 1) one who recites monologues;

2) one who monopolizes the conversation. —
Formed with suff. -ist fr. Gk. [xovoXoyoi;, 'speak-

ing alone'. See monologue,

monologue, n., a long speech by a single person.

F., fr. MGk. fAOvoXoyot;, 'speaking alone',

which is compounded of Gk. [Jiovoi;, 'alone,

single', and the stem of Xiysvi, 'to speak'. See

logos and cp. dialogue.

Derivatives: monolog-ize, intr. v., monolog-iz-er,

n., monologist (q.v.)

monologuist, n. — The same as monologist.

monomachy, n., a single combat. — F. mono-

machie, fr. Late L. monomachia, fr. Gk. (XOVO|xa-

yii, 'a single combat', fr. ixov6(iaxoi;, 'fighting

in single combat', which is compounded of [j.6-

vo?, 'alone, single,' and (xi/'^, 'battle, fight'. See

-machy.

monomania, n., a mental disorder characterized

by irrationality on a single subject. — Medical

L., compounded of mono- and mania.

Derivatives: monomani-ac, adj. and n., mono-

mani-ac-al, adj.

monomerous, adj., having one flower in each

whorl (bot.) — Formed with suff. -ous fr. Gk.

|j.ovo[X£:pYj;, 'single', which is compounded of

(xovo;, 'alone, single', and fiipoc,, 'part'. See

mono- and mero- 'part'.

monometallic, adj., using one metal; pertaining to

monometallism. — Compounded of mono-,

metal and adj. suff. -ic.

monometallism, n., the use of only one metal as
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the monetary standard. — Compounded of

mono-, metal and suff. -ism.

monometalUst, n., one who advocates mono-

metallism.— Compounded of mono-, metal and

suff. -ist.

monometric, adj., isometric (crystallogr.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. mono- and Gk.

(isTpov, 'measure'. See metrical,

monomial, adj., consisting of a single term—
Formed with suff. -ial fr. *monome contraction

of *mono-nome, lit. 'one single name', a hybrid

coined fr. Gk. [x6voi;, 'alone, single', and L.

nomen, 'name' ; see mono- and nominal and cp.

binomial, trinomial, multinomial. The contrac-

tion of *mononome into *mo-nome is due to

haplology. For similar contractions see haplo-

logy.

monomorphic, monomorphous, adj., having one

form only (fti'o/.)— Compounded of mono- and

Gk. iJtop9'0> 'form, shape'. Seemorpho- and adj.

suff. -ic, resp. -ous.

monopetalous, adj., having one petal only (bot.)

— Compounded of mono- and Gk. ir^xaXov, 'a

thin plate of metal, leaf. See petalon and -ous.

monophobia, n., a morbid fear of being alone

(med.) —• Compounded of mono- and Gk.

-90pia, 'fear of, fr. 96^0;, 'fear'. See -phobia,

monophthong, n., a single vowel sound — Gk.

|ji,ov69doYYo?i 'having one sound', com-

pounded of iJLovoi;, 'alone, single' (see mono-),

and 9S-6yyo(;, 'sound, voice, vowel', which is

rel. to 99-EY(j,a, 'sound, voice, speech', 9-9-£yT£-

aS'ai, 'to speak loud; to praise, sing'. Cp.

diphthong, triphthong.

Derivatives: monophthong-al, adj., mono-

phthong-ize, tr. v., monophthong-iz-ation, n.

monophyletic, adj., 1) pertaining to a single tribe;

2) developed from a single ancestral type. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. [j,ov69i5Xoi;, 'of

one tribe', which is compounded of tx6voi;,

'alone, single', and 9i3Xr], 'tribe'. See mono-

and phyle and cp. phyletic.

monophyllous, adj., having one leaf only (bot.) —
Gk. jiov69uXXoc, 'one-leaved', compounded of

[jIovo;. 'alone, single', and 9UXX0V, 'leaf. See

mono- and phyllo-.

Monophysite, n., one who maintains that Jesus

had one nature. — Late Gk. [xovo9u<Ti-nri?,

compounded of Gk. [ji.6vo?, 'alone, single', and

9'jci!:. 'nature". See mono-, physio- and subst.

suff. -ite.

Derivatives: Monophysit-ic, adj., Monophysil-

ism, n.

monoplane, n., an airplane with only one plane.

— A hybrid coined fr. Gk. jiovo?, 'alone,

single', and Late L. plana. See mono- and plane,

'a flat surface'.

monoplegia, n., paralysis of a single limb (med.)

— Medical L., compounded of mono- and Gk
ttXtiyv), 'stroke', which is cogn. with L. plaga,

'stroke, injury, plague'. See mono- and plague

and cp. diplegia.

monopode, adj., having only one foot. — Late L.

monopodias, fr. Gk. [AOv6irou(;, gen. ixov67toSo(;,

'one-footed', which is compounded of [xovo?,

'alone, single', and 7tou<;, gen. 7T0S61;, 'foot'.

See mono- and podo-.

Derivative: monopode, n.

monopodium, n., a single main axis which extends

at the apex, producing lateral branches beneath

it (bot.) — Mod L., compounded of mono- and

Gk. Tcoiii;, gen. ttoSoi;, 'foot'. See podo- and cp.

prec. word. Cp. also L. monopodium, fr. Gk.

*(jtovo7r68tov, 'a table with one foot'.

monopoly, n.,exclusive control of a commodity.

L. monopolium, fr. Gk. (iovoTTciXiov, 'right of

exclusive sale', [jiovoTtwXia, 'exclusive sale',

compounded of ixovo?, 'alone' (see mono-), and

TcwXeiv, 'to sell', which derives fr. I.-E. base'^pe/-,

'to sell, purchase, barter, gain', whence also OI.

pdnate (for *p^nate, fr. pjnate), 'barters, pur-

chases', iJanoi (for prndh, fr.plndh), 'bet, wager',

Lith. pelnas, 'gain', pelnaU, pelnyti, 'to gain',

Lett. peHnit, 'to gain', pe'lns, pe'lna, 'gain',

OSlav. plena, Russ. polon, 'prey, booty', ON.

fair, Swed./a/, Du. veil, OHG. fali,feili, MHG.
veile, veil, G. feil, 'for sale, venal'. Cp. the

second element in bibliopole. Cp. also fanam.

Derivatives: monopol-ist, n.,monopol-ist-ic, adj.,

monopol-ist-ic-al-ly, adv., monopol-ize, tr. v.,

monopol-iz-ation, n., monopol-iz-er, n.

monopteral, adj., having one row of pillars only

(arch.) — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk.

|j.ov6icTepo<;, fr. (Jlovos;, 'alone, single', and ttts-

pov, 'feather, wing; row of pillars'. See mono-

and ptero".

monoptote, n., a noun having only one case

(gram.)— Late L. monoptota (pi.), fr. Gk. [lovo-

TCTtoTx, pi. of [j,ov67iTtoTov, prop. neut. ofthe adj.

(AOvdTCTWTO?, 'having only one case', fr. [lovoi;,

'alone, single' (see mono-), and TrxtoTo?, 'fallen',

verbal adj. of TttTtTeiv, 'to fall', which stands for

TTt-TTTEiv, fr. */>'-, zero degree of l.-E. base *pet-,

'to fly, to fair. See feather and cp. symptom and

words there referred to.

monorail, n., 1) a single rail serving as a track; 2)

a railway on which the cars run on such a track.

— A hybrid coined fr. Gk. [iovoc, 'alone, single'

(see mono-), and E. rail, 'bar' (q.v.)

monorhyme, n., a verse in which every line has the

same rhyme. — Compounded of mono- and

rhyme.

monospermous, adj., one-seeded (bot.) — Com-

pounded of mono- and Gk. a7TEp|xa, 'seed'. See

sperm and -ous.

monostich, n., a poem consisting of one line —
Late L. monostichum, fr. Gk. [xovocttixov, neut.

of (xovoaTt/o?, 'consisting of one row', fr. (x6-

vos, 'alone, single', and aTL/oi;, 'order, row,

line, rank; verse'. For the first element see

mono-, for the second see acrostic and cp. words

there referred to.

monostichous, adj., arranged in a single row on

one side of the axis (60/.) — Gk. (jiovioTixoi;,



monostrophe

'consisting of one row'. See prec. word. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to Gk. -oc„ see -ous.

monostrophe, n., a poem in which all the strophes

have the same metrical form. — Gk. [xovouTpo-

(fOQ, compounded of [li^oq, 'alone, single',

and CTTpotpTj, 'a strophe'. See mono- and strophe.

monosyllabic, adj., consisting of one syllable. —
See monosyllable and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: monosyllabic-al, adj., monosyllabic-

al-ly, adv.

monosyllable, n. — L. monosyllabus, 'of one syl-

lable', fr. Gk. (i.ovoCTuXXa|io(;, which is com-

pounded of [iovo?, 'alone, single', and cJuXXa[3v],

'syllable'. See mono- and syllable.

monotheism, n., the belief that there is but one

God. — Compounded of mono- and Gk. ^s6c„

'god'. See 1st theism.

monotheist, n., an adherent of monotheism. —
See prec. word and theist.

Derivatives: monotheist-ic, adj., monotheist-ic-

al-ly, adv.

monotint, n., a single color; monochrome. — A
hybrid coined fr. Gk. fiovo?, 'alone, single'

(see mono-), and E. tint (fr. L. tinctum). The

correct form is monochrome, in which both ele-

ments are of Greek origin.

monotone, n., 1) an unvarying tone (m«s.); 2) the

sameness of color. — See next word.

Derivatives: monotone, tr. v., monoton-ic, adj.

monotonous, adj., continuing in the same tone.

— Gk. tiov6Tovo(:, 'of one tone, monotonous',

compounded of fiivoc, 'alone, single', and

Tovoc, 'tone'. See mono- and tone. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to Gk. -o?, see -ous.

Derivatives: monotonous-ty, adv., monotonous-

ness, n.

monotony, n. — Gk. [lovoTovia, 'sameness of

tone, monotony', fr. ixovotovoq. See prec. word

and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

Monotremata, n. pi., the lowest order of mam-
mals (zool.) — ModL., compounded of mono-

and Gk. Tpi^xa, gen. Tpi^jfjiaxoi;, 'hole' (see

Trema) ; so called because the animals belonging

to this order have only one opening for the di-

gestive, urinary and genital organs.

Monotropa, n., a genus of plants, the Indian pipe

{bat.). — ModL., compounded of mono- and

tp6tzo<;, 'a turn' (see trope) ; so called because the

stem is turned to one side.

Monotropaceae, n., pi., the Indian pipe family

(bor.) — ModL., formed fr. prec. word with

suff. -aceae.

monotropaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Monotropsis, n., a genus of plants, the sweet

pinesap (bat.). — ModL., contraction of Mono-
tropa and Gk. ot^t;, 'appearance'. See -opsis.

monotype, n., the only type of its group, as a

single species of a genus (biol.) — Compounded
of mono- and type.

Derivative: monotyp-ic, adj.

monoTalent, adj., univalent (chem.) — A hybrid
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coined fr. Gk. (xovoe, 'alone, single', and L.

valens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of valere, 'to have

power' ; see mono- and -valent. The correct form

is univalent, in which both elements are of Latin

origin.

monoxide, n., an oxide with one oxygen atom in

each molecule (chem.) — Compounded of mon-

and oxide.

Monroe doctrine, the doctrine laid down by

President Monroe of the United States in his

message to Congress, Dec. 2, 1823.

monseigneur, n., a French title of honor. — F.,

lit. 'my lord', fr. man, 'my', and seigneur, 'lord',

F. mon derives fr. L. meum, ace. of meus, 'my,

mine', which is rel. to me, 'me', mihi, 'to me' ; see

meum, me. F. seigneur comes fr. L. seniorem, ace.

of senior, 'older'; see seigneur and cp. next

word. Cp. also monsignor.

monsieur, n., the French equivalent of English

Mr. — F., lit. 'my lord', compounded of mon,

'my', and sieur, 'lord', a shortened form of

seigneur. See prec. word and cp. messire.

monsignor, n., a title conferred on some prelates.

— It. monsignore, lit. 'my lord', compounded

of mon, 'my', fr. L. meum, ace. of meus, 'my,

mine', and signore, 'lord', fr. L. seniorem, ace.

of senior, 'older'. See monseigneur, signore.

monsoon, n., the trade wind of the Indian Ocean.

— MDu. monssoen, fr. Port. mongSo, fr. Arab.

mdusim (written mousini), 'time of the year,

season', fr. wdsama, 'he marked with a brand,

he marked'. The final letters -im (in Arab.

mdusim) were misread as -un (whence Du. -oen,

E. -oon). Cp. the word zenith, which owes its

form to a similar misreading.

monster, n. — ME. monstre, fr. OF. (= F.)

monstre, fr. L. monstrum, 'an evil omen, por-

tent, monster', for *mone-strom, lit. 'that which

serves as a warning', fr. monere, 'to remind,

warn, advise, instruct'. L. monstrdre, 'to show,

point out, indicate', is a derivative of monstrum.

See monition and cp. monstrance, monstrous,

demonstrate, premonstrate, remonstrate. Cp. also

muster.

monstrance, n., a receptacle in which the conse-

crated host is shown {R. C. Ch.) — MF., fr.

Eccles. L. monstrantia, fr. L. monstrdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of monstrdre. See monster and

-ance; and cp. remonstrance.

monstrosity, n., the quality of being monstrous.

— Late L. monstrositds, 'strangeness, unnatural-

ness", fr. L. monstrdsus, a collateral form of

mdnstruosus (whence F. monstruosit^). See next

word and -ity.

monstrous, adj., enormous; horrible. — MF. (=

F.) monstrueux (fem. monstrueuse), fr. L. mdn-

struosus, 'strange, unnatural, monstrous', fr.

monstrum. See monster and -ous.

Derivatives: monstrous-ly, adv., monstrous-ness,

n.

montage, n., the process of making a composite

picture. — F., lit. 'a mounting, putting togeth-
1
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er', fr. monter, 'to go up, ascend; to mount, put

together'. See mount, v., and -age.

montane, adj., 1) mountainous; 2) living in

mountains. — L. montdnus, 'pertaining to a

mountain; mountainous; living in the moun-

tains', fr. mdns, gen. montis, 'mountain'. See

mount, 'hill, mountain', and -ane and cp. cis-

montane, tramontane, ultramontane, venimon-

tanum.

montbretia, n., a plant of the genus Tritonia

(^ttot.) — ModL., named after Antoine-Fran-

?ois-Ernest Coquebert de Afo«/6re/(1781-1801),

official botanist of Napoleon's expedition to

Egypt. For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

mont-de-piete, n., a public pawnshop in France.

— F., fr. It. monte di pietd, lit. 'credit of pity' (in

Olt., monte had also the meaning of 'money

due'). It. monte derives fr. L. montem, ace. of

mons, 'mountain'; see mount 'hill, mountain'.

It. di comes fr. L. de, 'from, away from' ; see de-.

It. pietd derives fr. L. pietdtem, ace. of pietds,

'dutiful conduct'; see piety and cp. pity,

monte, n., a gambling game of cards. — Sp.

monte, 'mountain; a pile of cards left after the

first deal; a game of cards', fr. L. montem, ace.

of mdns, 'mountain'. See mount, 'hill, moun-

tain', and cp. prec. word.

monteith, n., a large bowl for punch, usually of

silver. — Named after Monteith or Monteigh, a

Scot, who lived in the 17th cent.

Montessori system, a system of education devised

in 1907 by the Italian educationist Dr.Maria

Montoiori (1870-1952).

month, n. — ME. moneth, month, fr. OE. monad,

rel. to OS. mdnuth, ON. mdnadr, Dan. moaned,

Swed. mdnad, Norw. maanad, OFris. mdnath,

MDu. mdnet, Du. maand, OHG. mdndd, MHG.
mdndt, G. Monat, Goth, mendps, 'month', and

to OG. mdna, etc., 'moon'. See moon and subst.

suff. -th.

Derivatives: month-ly, adj., n., and adv.

Montia, n., a genus of plants of the purslane

family (6o?.) — ModL., named after Giuseppe

Monti, professor of botany in Bologna.

monticellite, n., a calcium magnesium silicate

{mineral.) — Named after the Italian mineralo-

gist Teodoro Monticelli (1758-1856). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

monticule, n., a hillock. — F., fr. Late L. monti-

culus, 'a little hill, hillock', dimin. of L. mdns,

gen. montis, 'mountain'. See mount, 'hill, moun-

tain', and -cule.

monument, n. — ME. moniment, fr. L. monumen-

tum, monimentum, 'monument', lit. 'that which

reminds', fr. monere, 'to call to mind, remind,

advise, warn'. See monition and -ment.

monumental, adj. — L. monumentdlis, 'pertaining

to a monument", fr. moniimentum; first used by

Shakespeare. See monument and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: monumental-ize, tr. v., monumen-

tal-iz-ation, n., monumental-ly, adv.

-mony, nominal suff. denoting action, result ofan

action or condition, as in patrimony, sancti-

mony, testimony. — L. -mdnia, -mdnium (often

through the medium of F. -monie, -moine);

cogn. with the Greek suff. -fxcov in ij,vy)(X6)v

'mindful', T>.:?i[itov 'enduring, patient', etc.

monzonite, n., a complex silicate {mineral.) —
Named after Mt. Monzoni in Tirol. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

moo, intr. v., to make the characteristic sound of

a cow, to low; n., the sound made by a cow. —
Imitative.

mooch, also mouch, intr. v., to skulk, sneak. —
ME. mouchen, prob. fr. OF. muchier, a collat-

eral form of mucier, 'to hide, skulk', fr. VL.

*mucidre, a word of Gaulish origin.

mood, n., grammatical form indicating the func-

tion of a verb.— A doublet of mode (q.v.), in-

fluenced in form by an association with mood,

'state of mind'.

mood, n., state of mind, temper. — ME. mode,

mood, fr. OE. mod, 'mind, intellect, heart, cour-

age', rel. to OS., OFris. mod, 'mind, intellect,

courage', ON. mddr, 'wrath, anger', Dan.,

Swed., Norw. mod, 'courage', MDu. moet,

Du. moed, OHG., MHG. muot, G. Mut, 'cour-

age', Goth, mops, 'courage, anger'. The ultimate

origin of these Teut. words is uncertain.

Derivatives: mood-y, adj., mood-i-ly, adv.,

mood-i-ness, n.

moon, n. — ME. mone, moone, fr. OE. mdna, rel.

to OFris. mono, OS., OHG. mdno, ON. mdni

(whence Dan. and Norw. maane, Swed. mane,

MDu. mdne, Du. maan, MHG. mdne, G. Mond,

Goth, menu, 'moon', and cogn. with OI. mas-,

mdsah, 'moon, month', Avestic md, ModPers.

mdh, of s.m., Toch. A man, 'moon, month', B

meiie, 'month', metn, 'moon', Arm. amis, gen.

amsoy, 'month', Gk. |jtv)vTj, 'moon', fx^fjv, gen.

Hriv6?, 'month'. Alb. muai, 'month', L. mensis,

'month', OSlav. mes^ci, 'moon, month', Lith.

menesis, menuo, of s.m., Lett, meness, 'moon',

menesis, 'month', OPruss. menig, 'month', Olr.

mi, gen. mis, W. and OCo. mis, Bret, miz,

'month'. All these words derive fr. I.-E.

*me(n)s-, 'moon; month', which is traceable to

I.-E. base me-, 'to measure', the moon being re-

ferred to as 'the measurer (of time)'. See mete,

'to measure', and cp. month. Cp. also meniscus,

meno-, 'month', menses, menstrual, menstruum,

bimestrial, trimester, semester.

Derivatives ; moon, v., moon-less, moon-y, adjs.

moonlit, adj., lit by the moon. — Coined by

Alfred Tennyson fr. moon and lit, pp. of light,

moonstruck, adj. — Coined by Milton fr. moon

and pp. of strike,

moor, n., waste ground.— ME. mor, fr. OE. mdr,

rel. to OS., MDu., Du. moer, 'swamp', OHG.
muor, 'swamp', also 'sea', OHG. muorra, ON.

mdrr, 'moorland', marr, 'sea'. See mere, 'the

sea', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: moor-ish, moor-y, adjs.

moor, tr. v., to fasten (a vessel) by a cable; intr.



Moor

v., to be fastened by cables. — Late ME. more,

rel. to OE. mxrels-rdp 'mooring rope', and to

MDu. maren, meren, Du. meren, 'to moor a

ship', whence F. amarrer, of s.m. Cp. marl, 'to

fasten', marline.

Derivatives: moor-age, n., moor-ings, n. pi.

Moor, n., 1) a native of Morocco ; 2) one of the

Moslem invaders of Spain or their descendants.

— F. More, Maure, fr. L. Maurus, 'an inhabit-

ant of Mauretania (N. W. Africa)', fr. Gk.

MaOpo^.fr. [laOpo?, |jtaup6t;,which is prob. aback

formation fr. ^aupouv, 'to darken, blind', a

form used (for metrical reasons) inst. of d|xau-

pouv, fr. dfxaupoi; 'dark, dim, dull, faint', a

word of uncertain origin. Cp. amaurosis and the

first element in mavrodapbne. Cp. also Maurice,

morel, 'nightshade', morello, Moresque, Moris-

co, morris dance, morris pike.

moose, n., the North American elk. — Of Algon-

quian origin.

moot, n., 1) an assembly of freemen {Engl, hist.);

2) discussion, argument (obsol.) — ME. mot,

mote, fr. OE. mot, gemot, 'a meeting, assembly,

discussion', rel. to OS., ON. mot, MHG. muoz,

'meeting', OE. metan, 'to meet'. See meet, 'to

encounter', and cp. the second element in folk-

mote, hallmoot, witenagemot. Cp. also empty.

moot, tr. v., to debate. — ME. moten, motien, fr.

OE. motion, 'to meet, talk, discuss', fr. mot,

gemot. See moot, n.

moot, adj., debatable. — Fr. moot, n.

mop, n., an implement used for cleaning. — ME.
mappe, prob. fr. F. mappe, fr. L. mappa, 'nap-

kin, tablecloth'. See map and cp. moppet.

Derivative: mop, tr. v., to wipe, clean.

mop, intr. v., to grimace (in to mop and mow) ; n.,

grimace (in mops and mows) — Prob. of imita-

tive origin.

mope, intr. v., to be depressed. — Of uncertain

origin. Cp. Du. moppen, 'to pout', dial. Swed.

mopa, 'to sulk'.

Derivatives: mope, n., mop-ish, adj., mop-ish-Iy,

adv., mop-ish-ness, n.

moplah, n., one of a class of Moslems inhabiting

chiefly Malabar. — Malayalam mappila.

mopoke, n. — See morepork.

moppet, n., 1) a little girl {archaic); 2) a pet dog.

— Formed with dimin. suff. -ct fr. ME. moppe,

'rag doll', which prob. derives fr. L. mappa,

'napkin, tablecloth'. See mop, 'implement for

cleaning'.

moquette, n., a velvet pile. — F., alter, of earlier

moucade, which is of unknown origin.

Moraceae, n. pi., the mulberry family of plants

(6o/.) — ModL., formed with sutf. -accae fr.

Moms (q.v.)

moraceous, adj., — See prec. word and -aceous.

Moraea, n., a genus of plants of the iris family

(to/.) — ModL., named by Linnaeus in honor

of his father-in-law. Dr. Johannes Moraeus.

moraine, n., the rock material deposited by a

gacier (geol.) — P., fr. Savoyard morena, fr.
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pre-Latin *murrum-, 'hillock, mound', which is

of uncertain, possibly imitative, origin.

Derivatives : morain-al, morain-ic, adjs.

moral, adj.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. moralis,

'pertaining to manners', fr. mos, gen. moris,

'manner, habit, custom', which is of uncertain

origin. For the ending see adj. suff. -al. L. mo-

ralis is prop, a loan translation of Gk. viftixd?,

'pertaining to moral', fr. ^-i^oi; 'habit, custom,

moral' (see ethical).

Derivatives: moral, n., morals, n. pi., moral-ism,

n., moral-ist, n., moral-ist-ic, adj., moral-ist-ic-

al-ly, adv., moral-ize, tr. and intr. v., moral-iz-

ation, n., moral-iz-er, n., moral-ly, adv.

morale, n., moral condition with respect to cour-

age, confidence, etc.— F., prop. fem. of the adj.

moral, 'moral', used as a noun. See prec. word.

morality, n. — ME. moralitee, fr. MF. (= F.)

moralite, fr. L. mordlitdtem, ace. of mordlitds,

'manner,character',fr./nora/ii. See moral and-ity.

morass, n., a bog, marsh. — Du. moeras, a blend

of MDu. maerasch (fr. OF. maresche, 'marsh',

whence also F. marais) and Du. moer, 'moor'.

See moor, 'waste land'.

Derivatives: morass-ic, morass-ish, adjs.

moratorium, n., legal authorization to delay the

payment of a debt. — ModL., formed fr. neut.

of Late L. mordtorius. See next word.

moratory, adj., delaying, deferring. — Late L.

mordtorius, 'delaying, dilatory', fr. L. mordtus,

pp. of mordri, 'to defer, delay', fr. mora, 'hesita-

tion, delay', which is cogn. with Olr. maraim, 'I

remain'. L. mora and Olr. maraim possibly de-

rive fr. I.-E. base *mer-, 'to care for, be anxious

about, think, consider, remember'. See memory

and cp. demur, remora.

Moravian, n. and adj. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. Moravia, from Morava, name of a river (=
L. Marus).

moray, n.,afish ofthe family Muraenidae.— Port.

moreia, fr. L. muraena, murena, 'sea eel, lam-

prey', fr. Gk. a|xupaiva, (xupatva, of s.m., fr.

<i(iupoi;, [xupoi;, 'sea eel', which is rel. to ajxiipii;,

'emery powder'. See emery and cp. Muraena.

morbid, adj. — L. morbidus, 'sickly', fr. morbus,

'sickness, disease', which prob. stands for *mor-

bhos, or *mx-bhos, lit. 'that which consumes', fr.

I.-E. base *mer-, 'to rub, pound, wear away,

consume, exhaust, worry; to be consumed',

whence also Gk. [xapaivEiv, 'to consume, ex-

haust', (xapatjfioi;, 'consumption'; see Walde-

Hofmann, II, pp. 110-111 s.v. morbus. See

smart, v., and cp. marasmus, marble, amaranth.

Cp. also mordant, mortal.

Derivatives: morbid-ity, n., morbid-ty, adv.,

morbid-ness, n.

morbidezza, n., sensitiveness, delicacy. — It., fr.

morbido, 'morbid'. See prec. word.

morbific, adj., causing disease (med.). — Formed

fr. L. morbus, 'disease', and suff. -ficus, fr. -fi-

cere, unstressed form oi facere, 'to make, do'.

See morbid and -He.
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morceau, n., 1) a piece, bit; 2) a short musical or

literary composition. — F., 'piece, bit, morsel'.

See morsel.

Morchella, n., a genus of edible fungi {bot) —
ModL., fr. G. Morchel, 'morel'. See morel, 'an

edible fungus'.

mordacious, adj., biting; caustic (said of lan-

guage).— Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. morddx,

gen. morddcis, 'biting', fr. mordere, 'to bite'.

See next word and -acious.

Derivative: mordacious-ly, adv.

mordant, adj., biting. — OF. (= F.), 'biting',

pres. part, oimordre, 'to bite', fr. VL. *mordere

(whence also It. mordere, OProvenQ., Sp.,

Port, mordre), fr. L. mordeo, mordere, 'to bite',

which stands for *{s)mordeyd and is cogn. with

OI. mardayati, mdrdati, 'rubs, crushes', m^dndti,

'presses, rubs', Gk. cixepSvi?, atAEpSaXso?, 'ter-

rible, fearful', lit. 'rubbing, crushing', OE.

smeortan, OHG. smerzan, 'to pain', orig. 'to

bite'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*{s)merd-, a -^-enlargement of base *mer-, 'to

rub, pound, consume, wear away, exhaust,

worry; to be consumed'. See smart, v. and cp.

morbid, morceau, mordacious, mordent, morse,

'a brooch', morsel, premorse, remorse. For the

ending see suff. -ant.

Derivatives: mordant, n., mordant-ly, adv.

Mordecai, masc. PN. ; in the Bible, the cousin of

Esther, who saved the Jews from the extermina-

tion planned by Haman. — Heb. Mor^khdy,

spelled also Mordokhdy, fr. Akkad. Marduk

(whence Heb. M^rddhdkh, name of the chief

god of the city of Babylon, whence also the

Babylonian PN's Mardukea, Marduka.

mordenite, n., a zeolite {mineral.) — Named after

Morden in Nova Scotia. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

mordent, n., an ornament of three tones, a trill

{mus.) — G., fr. It. mordenle, lit. 'biting', pres.

part, oi mordere, fr. VL. * mordere, correspond-

ing to Classical L. mordere, 'to bite'. See mor-

dant and -ent.

more, adj. — ME. more, fr. OE. mdra, 'larger,

greater, more" (used as compar. of micel, 'large,

great, much') ; rel. to OE. md, 'more' (neut. and

adv.), OS. mera, adj., mer, adv., ON. meiri, adj.,

meirr, meir, adv., OFris. mdra, mera, adj., md,

me (also mar, mer), adv., MDu. mere, merre,

adj. and adv., mee, adv., Du. meer, adv., OHG.
mero, adj., mer, adv., MHG. mere, adj., mer,

adv., G. mehr, adj. and adv. (cp. the adjectives

with double compar. suff. Du. meerder, 'more,

greater', OHG. merdro, meriro, 'greater', MHG.
merer, merre, G. mehrere, 'several'), Goth.

maiza, adj., mais, adv., OE. mSre, OHG. mdri,

'great, glorious, famous', and cogn. with Aves-

tic mazjd, 'greater", Olr. mdr, mar, 'great', mdu,

md, 'more', Homeric Gk. txxeai-i^t^poz, 'great

with the £yxos'. ie- 'great with the spear', Os-

can mais, 'more'. Cp. most.

Derivatives : more, n. and adv.

moreen, n., a coarse fabric of wool or of wool and

cotton. — Prob. formed fr. moire with suflf.

-een.

morel, n., an edible fungus.— F. morille, of Teut.

origin. Cp. OHG. morhila, morhala (MHG.

morhel, morchel, G. Morchel), 'morel', dimin. of

moraha, morha (MHG., morhe, morhe, G.

Mohre), 'carrot', which is rel. to OS. morha,

MLG. more, OE. moru, more, 'carrot', obsol.

E. more, 'root', and possibly cogn. with Gk.

(ra) Ppaxava, 'wild herbs', OSlav. mrkvy,

'carrots', Russ. morkov', Serb, mrkva, etc.,

'carrot'. Cp. Morchella.

morel, n., the black nightshade. — F. morelle, fr.

VL. *maurella, fem. of *maurellus 'dark-

colored', diminutive formed fr. L.Maurus, 'inha-

bitant of Mauretania'. See Moor and cp. next

word. Cp. also OF., OProven?. morel, F.

moreau, 'jet-black horse'.

morello, n., a bitter variety of cherry. — It., fr.

VL. *maureUus, dimin. of L. Maurus, 'inhabit-

ant of Mauretania. The plant was so called af-

ter its color. See Moor and cp. prec. word.

morencite, n., a hydrated ferric silicate {mineral:)

Named after Morenci in Arizona. For the

ending see subst. suflf. -ite.

morenosite, n., a hydrous nickel sulfate {mineral.)

— Sp. morenosita, named after Moreno, a Span-

iard who lived in the 19th century. For the

ending -ita, which goes back to Gk. -itt)?, see

subst. suff. -ite.

moreover, adv. — Compounded of more and

over,

morepork, also mopoke, n., name of various

Australian birds. — Of imitative origin.

mores, n. pi., customs. — L. mores, pi. of mos,

'manner, habit, custom'. See moral.

Moresque, adj., Moorish (said of style in archi-

tecture, etc.) — F. moresque, fr. It. moresco,

'Moorish', fr. Moro, 'Moor'. See Moor and

-esque.

morganatic, adj., pertaining to, or designating, a

form of marriage with a woman of inferior rank,

in which neither the wife nor the issue may lay

claim to the husband's resp. the father's rank or

property (excepting his private property). — F.

morganatique, fr. ML. morgandticum in malri-

monium ad morgandticum, 'morganatic mar-

riage', lit. 'a marriage based only on the morning

gift', formed with L. suff. -dticum (see 1st -atic),

fr. OHG. morgan, 'morning', in morgangeba

(whence MHG. morgengdbe, G. Morgengabe),

'morning gift', i.e. 'gift of the husband to the

wife on the morning after the marriage'. See

mom and cp. morgen. The second element in

OHG. morgan-geba derives fr. OHG. geban,

'to give' ; see give.

Derivative: morganatic-al-ly, adv.

morganite, n., a rose-colored beryl {mineral:) —
Named after the American financier John Pier-

pont Morgan (1837-1913). For the ending see

subst. sufi". -ite.



morgen

morgen, n., an old land measure. — G., lit.,

'morning'; prop., 'amount that can be plowed

by a team in one morning'. See mom.
morgue, n., haughtiness. — F., 'haughty look,

haughtiness', of unknown origin.

morgue, n., mortuary. — F., orig. identical with

morgue in the sense of 'haughtiness'. The origi-

nal meaning of this French word seems to have

been 'look, face', whence developed the mean-

ing 'a place where prisoners were inspected at

their entering the prison', and 'a place where

dead persons are examined for the sake of iden-

tification'. See prec. word.

moribund, adj., dying. — L. moribundus, 'dying',

fr. mori, "to die'. See mortal.

Derivatives: moribund, n., moribund-ity, n.,

moribund-ly, adv.

morin, n. , a yellow coloring matterfound in the fus-

tic tree (chem).— V.marine, coined by the French

chemist Michel-Eugdne Chevreul (1786-1889)

in 1837 fr. ModL. Morus (see Morus) and suff.

-ine (see chem. suflf. -ine); so called by him be-

cause the genus Morus formerly included the

fustic tree.

morion, n., a hatlike helmet worn in the 16th and

17th centuries. — F., fr. Sp. morrion, a deriva-

tive of morro, 'anything round like the upper

part of the head'. See morro.

morion, n., a dark variety of quartz (^mineral.) —
G. Morion, shortened fr. L. mormorion, a kind

of dark brown crystal.

Morisco, n., a Moor, esp. one of the descendants

of the Moors in Spain (hist.) — Sp., 'Moorish',

fr. Mora, "Moor'. See Moor and cp. Moro.

mormo, n., a bugbear. — Gk. [xop^to, 'bugbear,

hob, goblin", which is rel. to [iopixopo; (Hesy-

chius), 'dread, terror', ixupjxoi; (Hesychius), of

s.m., M"jp|xtS6vsc, 'a warlike people of Thes-

saly", lit. 'the people of bugbears', and prob.

cogn. with L. formido, 'terror'. See formidable

and cp. Myrmidon. Cp. also the first clement in

Mormoops.
Mormon, n., a member of the church founded

by Joseph Smith (1805-1844), April 6, 1830, in

Seneca County, New York. The name Mormon
was coined by Joseph Smith and explained by

him as more mon, 'more good'.

Mormonism, n., the religious system of the Mor-

mons. — Formed fr. Mormon with suff. -ism.

Mormoops, n., a genus of bats of tropical Ameri-

ca. — ModL., compounded of Gk. (jLop(i,co,

'bugbear", and oJ'-Jj, gen. toTiO!:, 'face". See

mormo and -ops.

mom, n., morning {poet.) — ME. morwen, morn,

morgen, fr. OE. morgen, 'morning, morrow',

rel. to OS., OHG. morgan, ON. morgunn, mor-

ginn, OFris. morgen, mergen, Swed. morgan,

Dan., Du., MHO., G. morgen, Goth, maiirgins,

'morning', fr. I.-E. base *merq-, *mereq-, 'to

blink, twinkle', whence also Lith. mirgeti, 'to

blink, twinkle', OSlav. mrakS, 'darkness',

mrHkngti, 'to grow dark'. Cp. morning. Cp. also
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morganatic, morgen, morrow, murk. I.-E. base

*merq-, mereq-, is an enlargement of base *mer-,

'to gleam, glimmer, sparkle' ; see mere, 'pure'.

morning, n. — ME. morwening, morning, formed

fr. morwen, morn, with subst. suff. -ing (on

analogy of evening). See morn.

Moro, n., a member of a group of Moslems in the

southern Philippine Islands. — Sp., 'Moor'.

See Moor and cp. Morisco.

morocco, n., a kind of fine flexible leather. —
Named fr. Morocco, a city of NW. Africa,

where this kind of leather was originally made.

moron, n., a feeble-minded person.— Gk. |jicop6v,

neut. of [iupo?, 'foolish', prob. cogn. with OI.

mUrdfi, 'idiotic'. L. morus, 'foolish', is a loan

word fr. Gk. jicdpo;;. Cp. the second element in

oxymoron.

Derivatives: moron-cy, n., moron-ic, adj.,

moron-ism, n., moron-ity, n.

morose, adj., gloomy, sullen. — L. morosus, 'ca-

pricious, peevish', lit. 'of (bad) manners', fr.

mos, gen. maris, 'custom, habit, manner'. See

moral and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivatives: morose-ly, adv., morose-ness, n.

morosity, n. — F. morosite, fr. L. morositdtem,

ace. of morositds, 'capriciousness', fr. morosus.

See prec. word and -ity.

morosis, n., idiocy (now identical with moronity).

— MedL., fr. Gk. (xtopciXTic, 'dullness, slug-

gishness', fr. p.(xip6c, (see moron and -osis); in-

troduced into medicine by the Swedish botanist

Carolus Linnaeus (Karl von Linn6) (1707-78).

morph-, form of morpho- before a vowel.

-morph, combining form used to form nouns

meaning 'characterized by a (certain) form', as

in isomorph; corresponding to adjectives ending

in -morphic or -marphous. See morpho-.

morpheme, n., that part of a word which contains

the affixes. — F. morpheme, coined fr. Gk. [iop-

9^1, 'form, shape' (see morpho-), on analogy of

phoneme (see phoneme).

Morpheus, n., the god of sleep and dreams in

Greek mythology. — L., fr. Gk. Mop9eui;, 'the

god of sleep', lit, 'the maker of shapes', so

named because of his calling up different shapes

before the dreamer, fr. u.opfi\, 'form, shape";

see morpho-. Cp. Ovid, Metamorphoses, XI,

635.

morphia, n., morphine. — ModL. See morphine.

Derivative: morphi-ate, tr. v.

-morphic, combining form used to form adjec-

tives meaning 'having a (specified) form', as in

anthropomorphic; corresponding to nouns end-

ing in -morphism or -morphy. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. (jiopqjifj, 'form, shape'. See

morpho-.

morphine, n., a white crystalline alkaloid,

CjjHjjNOj (chem.) — F., formed with chem.

suff. -ine fr. Gk. Mopipsii?, name of the god of

sleep (see Morpheus); so called because of its

somniferous quality. Cp. morphia.

morptilntsm, n., the habitual use of morphia;
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condition caused by this habit {med.) — See

prec. word and -ism.

morpbinomania, n., a morbid craving for mor-

phine {med.) — Compounded of morphine and

mania.

Derivative: morphinomani-ac, adj.

Morpho, n., an epithet of Aphrodite ("Venus) —
Gk. Moptpco, lit. 'the shapely', personification

of [loptpM, 'form, shape', which is related to

[jLopcpY], 'form, shape'. See morpho-.

Morpho, n., a genus of tropical American butter-

flies of the family Nymphalidae (entomol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. Mop9cb. See prec. word.

morpho-, before a vowel morph-, combining form

meaning 'form, shape'. — Gk. IJ.0P90-, [Aop9-,

fr. [iop9T], 'form, shape', of uncertain origin.

Cp. Morpheus, Morpho, paramorphism. Cp. also

form, n.

morphology, n., the study of the form and struc-

ture of animals and plants. — G. Morpholagie,

coined by Goethe {Zur Naturwissenschaft Uber-

haupt und besonders zur Morpholagie, 1817) fr.

Gk. t^op9T), 'form, shape', and -Xoyia, fr.

-Xdyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : marpholog-ic, marpholog-ic-al,

adjs., morpholog-ic-al-ly, adv.

morphosis, n., the mode of formation of an or-

ganism ibiol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ix6p9(OOT?,

'a forming, shaping', fr. (jiop9oGv, 'to form', fr.

[jiop9T), 'form, shape'. See morpho- and -osis.

-morphosis, combining form denoting change of

form, as in anamorphosis. — Fr. Gk. [i6p9to-

(Jii;, 'a forming, shaping'. See prec. word.

-morphous, combining form equivalent in mean-

ing to -morphic, as in amorphous, dimorphous.—
Formed with suff. -ous fr. Gk. iXop9Y), 'form,

shape'. See morpho-.

-morphy, combining form used to form nouns

corresponding to adjectives ending in -morphic

or -morphous, as in heteromarphy. — See mor-

pho- and -y (representing Gk. -ia ).

morris, n., an old game played with stones, disks,

etc. — Fr. earlier merels, pi. See merel.

morris, morris dance. — Fr. earlier morys, the

same as Moorish. "Various—unsuccessful—at-

tempts have been made to explain why this

English dance was called Moorish. Cp. next word.

morris pike, n., a kind of pike (hist.) — Prop.

'Moorish pike', fr. morris, a var. of Moorish. Cp.

morris dance,

morro, n., a round hill.— Sp. morra, 'round', rel.

to OF. mar (masc), more (fern.), 'something

round, the head' ; of unknown origin. Cp. mo-

rion, 'a hatlike helmet'.

morrow, n. — ME. morwe, a collateral form of

morwen, 'morning'. See mora. Cp. tomorrow,

morse, n., a large round brooch.— ME. mors, fr.

OF. mors, fr. L. morsus, 'a biting, a catching

hold, that which catches hold', fr. morsus, pp.

of mordere, 'to bite". See mordant

morse, n., walrus — Lapp, morsha, 'walrus'.

Morse, adj., pertaining to the system of recording

telegraph invented by Samuel Finley Breese

Morse (1791-1872).

morsel, n. — ME., fr. OF. marcel (F. morceau),

dimin. oi mors, 'bite', fr. L. morsus, of s.m., fr.

morsus, pp. of mordere, 'to bite'. See mordant

and dimin. suff. -el and cp. morse, 'brooch'. Cp.

also morceau, which is a doublet of morsel,

mort, n., a note sounded on the hunting horn to

announce the death of the hunted beast. — F.,

'death', fr. L. mortem, ace. of mors, 'death' ; or

F. mort, 'dead', fr. VL. *mortus, correspond-

ing to L. martuus, 'dead', pp. of marior, mori,

'to die'. See next word.

mortal, adj. — ME., fr. MF. mortal, morlel (F.

martel), fr. L. mortdlis, 'mortal', fr. mors, gen.

mortis, 'death', from the stem of morior, mori, 'to

die'; which is cogn. with Ol. mrtih, 'death',

mriyate, marati, mdrate, Avestic miryeite, 'dies',

01. mdrtah, 'mortal, man', Avestic nfr'^ti-,

Lith. mirtis, OSlav. s&mritl, of s.m. ; OI. mrtdh,

Avestic m^r^ta-, 'dead', Arm. mard, 'man' (lit.

'mortal'), Gk. PpoToq (for * (x^poTo;
) , 'mortal'

(for the original form cp. Gk. ajxflpoTo;, 'im-

mortal'), OSlav. mrutvu, 'dead', OSlav. miro,

mrm, 'to die', umriitije, 'death', Lith. mirstu,

mirti, 'to die', moras, Lett, meris, 'pestilence',

Olr. marb, W., Co. marw, 'died' (pp.), OE.

morp, 'murder'. All these words derive fr. I.-E.

base *mer-, 'to die', which is orig. identical with

base *mer-, 'to consume, be consumed". See

morbid, mordant and cp. mort, mortgage, mor-

tician, mortify, mortuary, amortize, immortal,

immortelle, ambrosia, amrita, smorzando. Cp.

also murder, murrain.

Derivatives: mortal, n., mortal-ism, n., mortal-

ist, n., mortdl-ize, tr. v., mortal-ly, adv.

mortality, n. — ME. mortalitee, fr. MF. (= F.)

mortalite, fr. OF. mortalite, fr. L. martdlitdtem,

ace. of mortdlitds, fr. mortdlis. See mortal and

-ity.

mortar, n., a vessel for pounding. — Partly fr.

ME. morter, fr. OE. mortere, partly fr. OF. (
=

F.) mortier. Both OE. mortere and OF. mortier

derive fr. L. mortdrium, 'mortar' (i.e. 'vessel in

which material is pounded'), whence also MLG.
morter, OHG. mortdri, morsdri, MHG. mor-

siere, G. Morser. L. mortdrium derives fr. l.-E.

*mrtds, 'rubbed, pounded', pp. form fr. I.-E.

base *(s)mer-, 'to rub, pound, consume, wear

away, exhaust, worry'. The same base appears

in L. moretum, 'a salad', lit. 'a pounded mixture',

Gk. (Jiapatveiv, 'to waste, consume", L. morbus

(for *mor-bhos), lit. 'that which consumes". See

smart, v., and cp. morbid. Cp. also the two next

words.

mortar, n., a kind of cannon. — MF. (= F.)

mortier, orig. 'a mortarlike cannon", fr. L. mor-

tdrium, 'vessel in which material is pounded';

whence also MDu. (= Du.) mortier, G. Morser.

Dan. merser, Swed. mdrsare, 'a kind of cannon'.

See mortar, 'vessel for pounding'.



mortar, n., cement. — ME. mortier, morter, fr.

OF. (= F.) mortier, 'mortar, cement', fr. L.

morldrium, 'vessel in which material is pounded

;

pounded material', whence MHG. morter and

—with dissimilation of / - r to / - /

—

mortel, G.

Mortel, Du. mortel, 'mortar, cement'. See mor-

tar, 'vessel for pounding'.

Derivatives: mortar, tr. v., to bind together

with mortar, mortar-y, adj.

mortgage, n. — ME. morgage, fr. OF. morgage,

mortgage, lit. 'dead pledge' (replaced in Modem
French by hypotheque). See mortal and gage,

'pledge'.

Derivatives: mortgage, tr. v., mortgage-able,

adj., mortgag-ee, n., mortgag-er, n., mortgag-or,

n.

mortician, n., a funeral undertaker.— Coined on
analogy of physician fr. L. mors, gen. mortis.

See mortal.

mortification, n. — ME. mortificacion, fr. MF.
(= F.) mortification, fr. Late L. mortificdtionem,

ace. of mortificdtio, 'a kilhng, putting to death',

fr. mortificdtus, pp. of mortificdre. See next

word and -ion.

mortify, tr. v., to subdue (the body) by abstinence

and discipline; intr. v., to practise mortification.

— Late ME. mortifien, fr. MF. (= F.) mortifier,

fr. Late L. mortificdre, 'to kill, put to death', lit.

'to make dead', compounded of L. mors, gen.

mortis, 'death', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make,

do'. See mortal and -fy.

Derivatives: mortifi-ed, adj., mortifi-ed-ly, adv.,

mortifi-ed-ness, n.

Mortimer, masc. PN. — Fr. Mortemer, name of

a place in Normandy.
mortise, mortice, n., a cavity to receive a tenon.

— ME. mortays, fr. MF. (= F.) mortaise, fr.

OF. mortoise, prob. fr. Arab, murtdzz (in vulgar

pronunciation mortdzz), 'fixed in', pp. of the

VIII form of rdzza, 'he fastend, fixed'.

mortmain, n., inalienable ownership (law). —
ME. morte mayne, fr. OF. mortemain [whence

OF. (= F.) mainmorte], translation of ML.
mortua manus, lit. 'dead hand'. See mortal and
manual.

mortuary, adj., 1) pertaining to death; 2) per-

taining to a burial. — Late L. mortudrius, 'of

the dead', fr. L. mortuus, 'dead', fr. mors, gen.

mortis, 'death'. See mortal and adj. sufT. -ary.

mortuary, n., 1) formerly a gift claimed by a

parish minister from the estate of a deceased

parishioner; 2) a deadhouse, morgue. — ME.
mortuarie, fr. ML. mortuarium, prop. neut. of

the Late L. adjective mortudrius, 'of the dead',

used as a noun. See prec. word.

morula, n., a mass of cells, resembling a mulberry

in shape, formed by an ovum in its early de-

velopment (embryol.) — ModL. morula, a

dimin. coined by the German biologist Ernst

Heinrich Haeckel (1834-1919) fr. L. morum,
'mulberry'. See Moms and -ule.

Derivatives: morul-ar, adj., morul-ation, n.
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Morus, n., a genus of trees, the mulberry tree

(hot.) — L. morus, 'mulberry tree' (morum,

'mulberry'). See mulberry and cp. morula.

Mosaic, adj., pertaining to Moses. — L. Mdsai-

cus, fr. Moses, 'Moses'. See Moses and adj. suff.

-ic.

Derivative: Mosaic-ity, n.

mosaic, n., a form of decoration. — F. mosa'ique,

fr. It. mosaico, fr. ML. mdsaicum, formed, with

change of suff., fr. L. mUslvum, 'mosaic' (short

for mUsivum opus, 'work of mosaic'), neut. of

mUsivus, a collateral form o( museus, 'pertaining

to the Muses', fr. MUsa, 'Muse'. Gk. [loucselov

in the sense of 'mosaic', is borrowed fr. Latin.

See Muse and cp. museum. For the ending of

mosaic see sufif. -ic.

Derivatives: mosaic, adj. and tr. v., mosaic-al,

adj., mosaic-ist, n.

mosandrite, n., a silicate of sodium, calcium and

the cerium metals (mineral.)— Swed. mosandrit,

named after the Swedish chemist Carl Gustaf

Mosander (1797-1858). For the ending, which

goes back to Gk. -Ittjc,, see subst. suflF. -ite.

mosasaurus, n., a large extinct marine lizard.

—

ModL., compounded of L. Mosa, 'the River

Meuse or Maas', and Gk. aaOpo?, 'lizard'. See

sauro-.

moschatel, n., a small plant having greenish

flowers with a musky smell.— F. moscatelle, fr.

It. moschatella, a dimin. formed fr. moscato,

'flavored with musk', fr. ML. muscdtus, of s.m.,

fr. L. muscus, 'musk' . See musk and cp. muscatel.

moselle, n. — Wine from the valley of the River

Moselle.

Moses, masc. PN. ; specif, the great Hebrew
prophet, leader and lawgiver (Bible). — L.

Moses, Moyses, fr. Gk. Mouo^i;, MtoCTYJi;, fr.

Heb. Moshe^, which is of uncertain origin. Most

scholars see in it the Hebraization of Egyptian

mes, mesu, 'child, son', which is often used in

theophorous names. According to this deriva-

tion the words of Pharaoh's daughter in Ex. 2

:

10, 'for out of the water 1 drew him' are not the

explanation of the Hebrew name Moshe , but

express the idea that the Egyptian name given

by Pharaoh's daughter resembles in sound, and

therefore, reminds us of, the Hebrew verb

mdshd'', 'he drew out", which is suggestive of the

words spoken by Pharaoh's daughter. — As a

Hebrew word, Moshe is the active part, of

mdshd'', 'he drew out', and accordingly means

'he who draws out', whence 'deliverer, savior'.

mosesite, n., a mercury ammonium compound
containing chlorine and sulfate (mineral.) —
Named after Alfred J. Moses (1859-1920), Pro-

fessor at Columbia University, New York. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

moshav, n., a cooperative small holders' settle-

ment in Israel. — ModHeb. moshdbh, fr. Heb.

mdshdbh, 'sitting; seat, dwelling', fr. ydshdbh,

'he sat down, was sitting, remained, dwelled'.

See Yesbibah and cp. next word.
1
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moshava, n., a settlement of independent farmers

in Israel. — ModHeb. moshdbhd'', a fem. noun

formed from the masc. noun mdshdbh. See prec.

word.

Moslem, n., a Mohammedan. — Arab, miislim,

'a believer in Islam', lit. 'one who has submitted

himself to God', part. oCdslama, 'he surrender-

ed, submitted', IV (= causative) formofsdlama,

'he was safe'. See salaam and cp. Islam,

mosque, n., a Mohammedan place of worship. —
F. mosquee, fr. It. moschea, fr. earlier moscheta,

fr. Sp. mesquita (whence ModSp. mezquita), fr.

Arab, /ndyirf, 'place of worship, mosque', which

is either borrowed fr. Nabatean masg^dha,

'place of worship', or formed independently,

with ma-, a pref. denoting place, fr. sdjada, 'he

was submissive, prostrated himself in prayer',

which is rel. to, or—more prob.—borrowed

from Aram, s^ghedh, of s.m. Cp. masjid, mes-

quite.

mosquito, n., gnat. — Sp., dimin. of mosca, 'fly',

fr. L. musca, 'fly', which derives from the I. -E.

imitative base*/n«i-, 'to buzz'. See midge and cp.

words there referred to.

moss, n.— ME. mos, fr. OE. mos, 'marsh, moor',

rel. to OE. meos, 'moss', ON. mosi, Dan. mos,

'moss', Swed. mossa, 'moss', mosse, 'moor',

MDu. mosse, Du. mos, 'moss', OHG., MHG.
mos, 'moss, swamp, moor', OHG. mios, MHG.
mies, 'moss', G. Moos, 'moss', ON. myrr, 'bog,

swamp', fr. l.-E.*meu-s-, whence also L. muscus,

'moss', Lith. miisaT, 'mold, mildew', OSlav.

mticha, 'moss' and perh. L. mustus, 'fresh, new'

(if fr. *mus-tos, 'wet, moist'), whence mustum

(short for mustum vinum), 'new wine'. F. mousse,

'moss', is a Teut. loan word. I.-E. *meu-s- is an

-.y-enlargement of base *meu-, 'moist; marsh;

moss'. Cp. mire, muscoid, muscology, mushroom,

must, 'new wine', mustard. For derivatives of

base *meu-d-, a -rf-enlargement of base *meu-,

see mother, 'dregs', and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: moss, tr. and intr. v., moss-ed, adj.,

moss-er, n., moss-y, adj., moss-i-ness, n.

mossbunker, n., also mossbanker, the menhaden,

a large kind of herring. — Corruption of Du.

marsbunker.

most, adj.— ME. mest, mast, most, fr. OE. m^st,

mast (used as superl. of micel, 'large, great,

much'), formed fr. OE. md, 'more', and superl.

suff. -est; rel. to OS. mest, ON. mestr, Du. meest,

OHG., MHG., G. meist, Goth, maists, 'most',

and to E. more (which has influenced the vowel

of ME., E. most). See mickle and superl. suff.

-est and cp. almost.

Derivatives: most, adv. and n., most-ly, adv.

-most, suff. forming superlatives of adjectives and

adverbs as in foremost, midmost. — ME. -most,

for ME. -mest, fr. OE. -mest, compounded of

two OE. superlative suffixes: suff. -ma (e.g. in

for-ma, 'first', medu-ma, 'midmost') and suff.

-est. Suff. -ma is cogn. with OX. -ma, Avestic -mo.

L.-mus. For the second superl. suff. see -est. The

vowel of ME. and E. -most (fr. OE. -mest) is due

to an erroneous association with most. See after-

most.

mot, n., a witty saying. — F., 'word', fr. OF., fr.

Late L. muttum. See motto.

Motacilla, n., a genus of oscine birds (ornithol.).

— L. motacilla, 'wagtail', formed with the dimin.

suff. -ilia fr. motdre, 'to keep moving', freq. of

movere (pp. mdtus), 'to move'; so called because

they move their tail feathers continually. See

move and cp. motatorious. For sense develop-

ment cp. wagtail.

Motacillidae, n. pi., a family of oscine birds

(ornithol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

L. motacilla. See prec. word.

motatorious, adj., keeping in motion. — Formed

with suff. -orious fr. L. motdre, 'to keep moving',

freq. oi movere (pp. mdtus), 'to move'. See move

and cp. Motacilla.

Motazilite, n. — See Mutazilite.

mote, n., a small particle. — ME. mote, mot, fr.

OE. mot, 'atom, mote', rel. to Du. mot, 'dust,

sawdust', Swed. smutt, Norw. mutt, 'speck,

mote, splinter, chip, bit' ; of uncertain origin.

mote, may, v., only used in the phrase so mote it

be, 'so may it be' (arch.) — OE. mot, 'may, can,

must'. See must, v.

mote, n. — A var. of moot,

motel, n., a hotel for automobile tourists. — A
blend of motor and hotel,

motet, n., a choral composition on a sacred text,

usually for unaccompanied voices (mus.) — F.,

dimin. of mot, 'word'. See motto and -et and cp.

It. mottetto.

moth, n. — ME. motthe, fr. OE. modde, rel. to

ON. motti, MLG., MDu. motte, mutte, Du. mot.

Late MHG. motte, matte, G. Motte, 'moth', and

perh. also to OE. mada, 'maggot'. See maggot

and cp. mawkish.

mother, n., a female parent. — ME. moder, fr.

OE. mddor, rel. to OS. mddar, ON. mddir, Dan.,

Swed. moder, OFris. moder, 'mother', Du. moe-

der, OHG., MHG. muoter, G. Mutter, and

cogn. with OI. mdtdr-, Toch. A mdcar, B mdcer.

Arm. mair (gen. maw), Gk. p-riT^P, Dor. ^a-

T7)p, 'mother'. Alb. motre, 'sister', orig. 'the

elder sister', i.e. 'the sister replacing the mother',

L. mater, Olr. mdthir, OSlav. mati, Lett, mate,

'mother', Lith. mote, OPruss. rnUti, 'wife'. All

these words derive fr. I.-E. *mdter-, which is

traceable to child's lip word ma-. Cp. mater,

maternal, maternity, matrimony, matrix, ma-

tron, matter, metropolis, Demeter, metronymic,

maieutic, cummer.

Derivatives: mother, to care for as a mother,

mother-hood, n., mother-less, mother-like, moth-

er-ly, adjs., mother-li-ness, n.

mother, n., dregs. — MDu. (= Du.) modder,

'filth, dregs' (whence also G. Moder, 'mold), rel.

to MLG. mudde, 'mud', muddig, 'muddy', Swed.

smuts, 'dirt', ME. bi-smoteren, bi-smudden, 'to



mother-of-pearl

make dirty', and cogn. with OI. mudirdft, 'cloud',

mutram, 'urine', Avestic miW-ra, 'filth', fr. I.-E.

*meu-d-, whence also Gk. [xiiSo?, 'damp, mois-

ture', ixtit^o) (for *[j.u8tto), 'I suck', OSlav.

niyjg, niyti, 'to wash', Lith. mdudyti, 'to bathe',

Lett, maut, 'to swim', Olr. muad, 'cloud', and

prob. also L. mundus (for *mu-ndo-s), 'clean'

(orig. 'washed'). I.-E. *meu-d- is a -rf-enlarge-

ment of base *meu-, 'moist; marsh; moss'. Cp.

smut. Cp. also mud, mimdify, Mydaus, Myzosto-

ma. For derivatives of I.-E. *meu-s-, an -s-

enlargement of base *meu-, see moss and cp.

words there referred to. E. mother, 'dregs', was

influenced in form by a folk-etymological as-

sociation with mother, 'female parent'.

Derivative: mother-y, adj.

mother-of-pearl, n. — Loan translation of ML.
mater perldrum, lit. 'mother of pearls'. Cp. It.

madreperla, F. mere-perle, Du. parelmoer, G.

Perlmiitter, Dan. perlemor.

motif, n., theme, predominant feature. ^ F. See

motive, n. i

motile, adj., capable of movement {physiol.) —
Formed with suff. -ile fr. L. motus, pp. of

movere, "to move'. See move and cp. motion.

motility, n., capacity ofmovement.— Formed fr.

prec. word with suff. -ity.

motion, n.— Late ME., fr. OF. (= F.) motion, fr.

L. motionem, ace. of motio, 'a moving, motion',

fr. motus, pp. of movere, 'to move'. See move

and -ion and cp. commotion, emotion, locomo-

tion, promotion. Cp. also motive.

Derivatives: motion, tr. and intr. v., motion-able,

adj., motion-al, motion-less, adjs.

motivate, tr. v. — Formed fr. motive, n., with

verbal suflF. -ate.

Derivative: motivat-ion, n.

motive, n. — ME. motif, fr. MF. (= F.) motif, n.,

fr. motif, adj., fr. ML. motlvus, 'moving', fr. L.

motus, pp. of movere, 'to move'. See move and

-ive and cp. the second element in automotive,

leitmotive, locomotive.

Derivatives: motive, tr. v., motive-less, adj.

motive, adj. — ML. motivus, 'moving'. See mo-

tive, n.

motivity, n., capacity of producing motion. —
Formed with suff. -ity fr. ML. motivus, 'moving'.

See motive, adj. and n.

motley, adj., parti-colored. — ME. motteley,

motley, of Gaulish origin. The word was brought

over to England by the Normans.

Derivatives: motley, n. and tr. v.

motmot, n., a tropical S. American bird. —
Imitative of its cry.

moto-, combining form meaning 'motion' or

'motor". — Fr. L. motus, pp. of movere, 'to

move'. See move.

motograph, n., an instrument used in making a

loud-speaking telephone (electr.) — A hybrid

coined fr. L. motus, pp. of movere, 'to move',

and Gk. -Ypa(po?, fr. ypacpetv 'to write'. See

move and -graph.
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motometer, n., a device indicating the number of

revolutions made {much.) — A hybrid coined

fr. L. motus, pp. of movere, 'to move', and Gk.

[lExpov, 'measure'. See move and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

motor, n. — Lit. 'mover', fr. L. motor, fr. motus,

pp. of movere, 'to move'. See move and agential

suff. -or.

Derivatives: motor, adj. and intr. v., motor-ed,

adj., motor-ins, n.

motorcade, n., a procession of automobiles. — A
modem word formed fr. motor on analogy of

cavalcade (q.v.) See also -cade and cp. the syn-

onym autocade.

motorcycle, n. — A hybrid coined fr. motor and

cycle.

Derivatives: motorcycle, intr. v., motorcycl-ist,

n.

motorist, n. — Formed fr. motor with suff. -ist.

motorize, tr. v., to furnish with a motor or mo-

tors. — Formed fr. motor with suff. -ize.

Derivative: motoriz-ation, n.

mottle, tr. v., to mark with blotches. — Back

formation fr. mottled.

mottle, n., a blotch. — Formed like mottle, v.

mottled, adj. — Formed fr. motley with 3rd suff.

-ed.

motto, n., a short saying, maxim. — It., 'a say-

ing', fr. Late L. muttum, 'grunt, muttering',

which is rel. to L. muttire, mUtire, mUtire, 'to

grunt, mutter'. See mutter and cp. mot, motet.

moucharaby, n., a projecting latticed oriel win-

dow (arch.) — F., fr. Arab. mashrabtyJ', 'bay

window'.

mouchoir, n., a handkerchief. — F., fr. OF. mou-

cheur, fr. moucher, 'to wipe the nose', prop, 'to

remove the mucus of the nose', fr. VL. *muc-

cdre, fr. L. mucus, 'slime from the nose'. See

mucus.

moue, n., a pout. — F. See mow, 'grimace'.

moufflon, mouflon, n., a wild mountain sheep of

Sardinia and Corsica (Ovis musimon). — F.

mouflon, fr. It. mufflone, fr. Corsican muffolo, fr.

Late L. mufro, 'wild sheep', which is rel. to L.

musimo, musmo, of s.m. Cp. musimon.

mouill6, adj., softened, palatalized (said of a con-

sonant; as e.g. II in V.fille, n in Sp. caiio.)— F.,

lit. 'wet, moistened', pp. of mouiller, 'to wet,

moisten', fr. VL. *mollidre, 'to soften', fr. L.

mollis, 'soft'. See molUfy.

moujik, n. — A var. spelling of muzhik.

moulage, n., molding. — F., fr. mouler, 'to mold,

cast', fr. moule, 'mold, pattern, form", fr. L.

modulus, 'a small measure". See module and -age.

mould, n. — See mold, 'pattern'.

mould, n. — See mold, 'crumbling earth'.

mould, n. — See mold, 'a fungoid growth'.

mould, V. — See mold, 'to grow moldy'.

moulder, n. — See molder, n.

moulder, v. — See molder, v.

moulding, n. — See molding, n.

mouldy, adj. — See moldy.

1009 mouth

moulin, n., a nearly vertical shaft in a glacier

formed by surface water falling through a crack

in the ice (geol.) — F., lit. 'a mill', fr. Late L.

molinum, 'mill', fr. L. mola, 'mill, millstone'.

See mill.

moult, v. and n. — See molt, v. and n.

mound, n., a heap of earth. — Prob. fr. MDu.
mond, 'protection', which is rel. to OE. mund,

'hand; protection, guardianship', ON. mund,

'hand', OHG., MHG, munt, 'hand; protection',

and cogn. with L. manus, 'hand'. See manual

and cp. the second element in Edmond, Os-

mond, Raymond, Sigismund. E. mound was in-

fluenced in form by mount, 'hill, mountain'.

mound, n., globe of a sovereign, orb.— F. monde,

'the world', fr. L. mundus. See mundane and cp.

monde.

mount, n., hill, mountain. — ME. mont, mount,

partly fr. OE. munt (fr. L. montem), partly fr.

OF. (= F.) mont, 'hill, mountain', fr. L. mon-

tem, ace. of mons, 'mount, mountain', which is

rel. to mentum, 'chin', monlle, 'necklace', minae,

'projecting points or pinnacles' (of walls);

threats', e-minere, 'to stand out, project; to be

eminent", im-minere, 'to hang over, project over;

to threaten', pro-minere, 'to jut out, project", fr.

I.-E. base *men-, 'to stand out, project', whence

also W. mynydd, Co. meneth, ModBret. menez,

'mountain', ON. mtena, 'to tower above', mcenir,

'ridge of a roof, and possibly also Avestic

mati- (for *mnti-), 'promontory', fra-manyente,

'they get a head start'. Cp. mount, v., mountain.

Cp. also adminicle, amenable, amount, commina-

tion, demeanor, eminent, imminent, manada,

mane, marmot, menace, mental, 'pertaining to

the chin', minatory, moniliform, monte, mont-de-

piete, muromontite, paramount, prominent, pro-

montory, rodomontade,

mount, intr. v., to go up, to climb; tr. v., to

ascend. — ME. monten, mounten, fr. OF. (=

F.) monter, 'to go up, ascend, climb, mount', lit.

to go up hill', fr. VL. *montdre, fr. L. mons, gen.

montis. See mount, 'hill", and cp. remount, siu--

mount, montage and the first element in mounte-

bank.

Derivatives: mount-ed, adj., mount-ing, n.

mountain, n.— ME. montaine, fr. OF. montaigne

(F. montagne), fr. VL. *montdnea, 'mountain',

prop. fem. of montdneus, 'pertaining to, a moun-

tain, mountainous", which corresponds to L.

montdnus, of s.m., fr. mons, gen. montis. See

mount, 'hill'. Cp. montane and words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: mountain-eer, n., mountain-eer-ing,

n., mountainous (q.v.), mountain-y, adj.

mountainous, adj. — F. montagneux (fem. mon-

tagneuse), fr. VL. *montdnedsus, fr. L. montdnus.

See mountain and -ous.

Derivatives: mountain-ous-ly, adv., mountain-

ous-ness, n.

mountebank, n., a quack, charlatan. — It. mon-

tambanco, contraction of monta-in-banco, lit.

'mount on bench', with reference to the bench

from which quacks and buffoons used to address

the crowd gathered around them. It. monta is

theimper. ofmonlare, 'to mount', fr. VL. *mon-

tdre; see mount, v. For the etymology of It.

banco, 'bench', see banco. For sense develop-

ment cp. saltimbanco.

mourn, intr. and tr. v. — ME. mournen, mornen,

fr. OE. murnan, 'to care for, be anxious about

;

to lament over', rel. to OS. mornian, OHG.
mornen, Goth, maiirnan, 'to mourn', ON. morna

'to pine away', fr. I.-E. base *is)mer-, 'to care

for, be anxious about, think, consider, remem-

ber', whence—with reduplication of the base

—L. memor, 'mindful', memoria, 'memory'. See

memory and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: mourn-er, n., mourn-ful, adj.,

mourn-ful-ly, adv., mourn-ful-ness, n., mourn-

ing, n.

mouse, n. — ME. mous, fr. OE. mus, rel. to OS.,

ON., OFris., MLG., MDu., Dan., Swed. mus,

Du. muis, 'mouse', OHG., MHG. mds, G.

Maus, 'mouse; muscle', and cogn. with OI.

mu}-, 'mouse, rat", mu^kdh, 'scrotum, testicle",

lit. 'a little mouse', OPers. miish, 'mouse", Arm.

mukn (gen. mkan), Gk. y.uc; (gen. ^l'jo;),

'mouse; muscle", L. mds (gen. mdris). Alb. mi,

Lith. muse, OPrus. muso, 'mouse", OSlav. mysi,

'mouse', mysica, 'arm'. Cp. dormouse, flitter-

mouse. Cp. also murex, Muridae, murine, Mus,

muscatel, muscle, muscular, musk, musteline,

marmot. Cp. also Mya, myelo-, myo-, amyous,

perimysium.

Derivatives: mouse, intr. and tr. v., mous-er, n.,

mouse-let, n., mouse-ling, n., mous-ing, n. and adj.

mousquetaire, n., musketeer. — See musketeer,

mousse, n., a dish made from whipped cream,

white of egg, etc.— F., 'foam', fr. Late L. mulsa,

'hydromel'. See mulse.

mousseline, n., muslin. — See muslin,

moustache, n. — A var. spelling of mustache.

Mousterian, adj., designating, or pertaining to,

the late paleolithic culture (geol.) — So called

from Le Moustier in sout^^eIn France, where re-

mains of this type were found.

mouth, n. — ME. mouth, mouthe, fr. OE. mdd,

rel. to OS., OFris. muth, ON. munnr, mudr, Dan.

mund, Swed. mun, MDu. mont, mond, Du. mond,

OHG. mund, MHG. munt, G. Mund, Goth.

munps, 'mouth', OE. midl, ON. mel, OHG.
mindil, 'horse's bit', ON. minnask, 'to kiss' ; fr.

I.-E. base *menth-, 'to chew", whence prob. also

Gk. (idt^uiat (Hesychius), 'jaw", [xaaiojiat (for

*|ia&idto(ji.at.), 'Ichew, bite', hxcttc^oj, 'I chew",

[lictTa^, 'mouth, jaws' (lit. 'that with which one

chews'), L. mandere, 'to chew', Ir. meadal,

'orifice of the stomach'. Cp. malar, mandible,

manducate, mange, manger, masseter, mastic,

masticate, maxilla, mustache.

Derivatives: mouth, tr. and intr. v., mouth-ed,

adj., mouth-er, n., mouth-ful, adj., mouth-y, adj.,

mouth-i-ly, adv., mouth-i-ness, n.



moutonnee

moutonnee, adj., 'shaped like the back of a sheep',

said of a rock (geology). — F., (in roche mou-

tonnee), fern. pp. of: moutofiner, 'to make similar

to a sheep; to make woolly or fleecy', fr. mou-

ton, 'sheep'. See mutton,

movable, adj.— ME., fr. OF., fr. moveir, movoir,

'to move'. See move and -able.

Derivatives: movabil-ity, n., movable, n., mov-

able-ness, n., movabl-y, adv.

move, tr. and intr. v. — ME. moven, fr. AF.

mover, corresponding to OF. moveir, movoir (F.

mouvoir), fr. L. movere (pp. motus), 'to move,

set in motion', which is prob. cogn. OI. mivati,

'pushes, moves', kama-mutah, 'moved by love',

Toch. AB mus-, 'to move', Gk. (i[j.euaa(j{>a!.,

'to surpass, outstrip', a|Jiuv£iv, 'to keep off,

ward off, defend', Lith. mduju, mduti, 'to strip

off'. Cp. commove, remove. Cp. also emeute,

mob, 'rabble', mobile, moment, Motacillldae,

motatorious, motion, motive, motor, mutiny,

promote, remote.

Derivatives: move, n., mov-er, n., mov-ing, adj.,

mov-ing-ly, adv.

movement, n. — Late ME., fr. OF. movement (F.

mouvement), fr. ML. movimentum, fr. L. movere.

See move and -ment and cp. moment,

movies, n. pi., moving pictures (colloq.) — Con-

traction of moving pictures.

mow, tr. v., to cut (grass) — ME. mowen, fr. OE.

mdwan, rel. to MLG. maeycn (whence Du. maai-

en), OHG. maen, MHG. mxjen, G. mdhen, 'to

mow', OE. msrf, 'meadow', OHG. mad, 'a

mowing, math', fr. I.-E. base *me-, *m -, 'to

mow', whence also Gk. d-jxav, 'to mow', a-

(ir,TO(;, 'crop gathered in', and prob. also L.

metere, 'to reap', Mir. meithel, OW. medel, 'a

group of reapers', ModBret. medi, 'to reap'. Cp.

math, meadow. Cp. also Messidor.

Derivative: mow-er, n.

mow, n., a stack of hay. — ME. mowe, mow, fr.

OE. miiga, muha, 'a heap, pile', rel. to ON.

mugi, mugr, of s.m., ON. mostr (for *muhstr),

'crowd', Swed. moa, 'to crowd together", and

prob. cogn. with Gk. [xuxtov (Hesychius), 'heap'.

Derivative: mow, tr. v., to stack in, or as in, a

mow.
mow, n., a grimace.— ME. mouwe, mowe, fr. OF.

moe, moiie (F. moue) 'pout, grimace', fr. Frankish

*mauwa, restored after the Dutch phrase mouwe

maken, 'to pout, make a wry face'; prob. of

imitative origin.

Derivative; mow, intr. v., to make grimaces.

moxa, n., a soft material prepared from the

leaves of a wormwood {Artemisia moxa) and

used as a counterirritant. — Jap. mogusa.

moyen age, the Middle Ages. — F., lit. 'middle

age'. The first word derives fr. L. medidnus, 'that

which is in the middle'; see median. For the

second word see age.

Mozarab, n., a Christian ofSpainwho assimilated

himself to the Moors and adopted Arabic

c„~^h — So. mozdrabe, fr. Arab, mustd'rib.
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'would be Arab', act. part, of the X conjugation

of 'druha' 'was Arabic (of speech)', fr. 'Arab

(coll.), 'Arabs'. See Arab.

Derivative: Mozarab-ic, adj.

mozzetta, mozetta, n., a short cape with a small

hood worn by the Pope and other high digni-

taries of the Roman Catholic Church. — It.

mozzetta, prob. fr. ML. almucia. See amice,

'hood, headdress', and cp. almuce, mutch,

much, adj. — ME. miche, muche, fr. earlier

michel, muchel, 'large much', fr. OE. micel, my-

cel. See mickle and cp. magnum.

Derivatives; much, n. and adv., much-ness, n.

mucic, adj. designating, or pertaining to, a dibasic

acid (CHOH),—(CO.H)^ (.chem.) — F. muci-

que, fr. L. miicus. See mucus and adj. suff. -ic.

mucid, adj., moldy, musty.— L. mucidus, 'moldy,

musty', fr. mucus. See mucus and -id (represent-

ing L. -idus).

mucUage, n., a gelatinous substance found m
plants {bot.)— F. , fr. Late L. mucildgo, 'a moldy,

musty juice', fr. L. miicus. See mucus,

mucilaginous, adj., viscous, sticky. — Formed

with suflf. -ous fr. Late L. mucildgo, gen. -aginis.

See prec. word.

mucin, n., substance secreted by the mucous

membranes {biochem.) — F. mucine, coined by

Mozin in 1842 fr. L. mucus. See mucus and chem.

suff. -ine, -in.

muck, n., dung, manure. — ME. muc, muk, of

Scand. origin. Cp. ON. mykr, myki. Dan. meg,

'dung, manure', which are prob. cogn. with L.

miicus. See mucus and cp. meek. Cp. also mid-

den.

Derivatives: muck, tr. v., muck-y, adj.

mucker, n., a heavy fall (U.S. Slang) — Formed

from prec. word with agential suff. -er.

muckle, adj. — A var. of mickle.

muckna, n., a male elephant without tusks or

with only rudimentary tusks. — Hind, makhnd,

fr. OI. matkunah, 'a bug, a flea ; a beardless man

;

an elephant without tusks'.

muco-, combining form meaning 'mucous'. — L.

mUco-, fr. mucus. See mucus,

mucoid, adj., resembling mucus. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. miicus and Gk.-oetST];, 'like', fr.

eISo?, 'form, shape'. See mucus and -old.

mucoid, n., any of a group of substances resem-

bling mucin (biochem.) — Coined fr. mucui and

-oid. See prec. word.

Mucor, n., a genus of molds (bot.)— ModL., fr. L.

mUcor, 'mold, moldiness', rel. to mUcere, 'to be

moldy or musty', miicus, 'mucus of the nose'.

See mucus,

mucosity, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L.

mucosus, 'slimy, mucous', fr. mucus. See prec.

word.
,

mucoso-, combining form meaning 'mucous .
—

L. mucoso-, fr. mucosus. See next word.

mucous, adj. — L. mucosus, 'slimy, mucous', fr.

miicus. See mucus and -ous.

mucro, n., a sharp point or tip (bot. and zool.)—
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L. mucro, 'point of a sword', standing for *mu-

Jcros, 'pointed', and possibly cogn. with Gk. a(xu-

xaXat (Hesychius) 'arrowheads', ajiuaafo,

Att. d^iuTTco (for *a(j!.uxtcij
)

, 'I scratch, tear',

and with Lith. rnusu, milsti, 'to strike'.

Derivatives: mucron-ate(d), adj., mucron-ate-ly,

adv., mucron-ation, n.

mucus, n., a viscid secretion of the mucous mem-
branes. — L. miicus, 'mucus of the nose', rel. to

mucor, 'mold, moldiness', mungere, emungere,

'to blow the nose', fr. I.-E. base *(s)meuq-,

*(s)meug-, 'to slip; slippery, slime', whence also

OI. muitcdti, mucdti, 'he releases', Gk. \i.\i^ai,

'mucus of the nose, slime', [li^oq, 'mullet',

Ixuxy;^, gen. liuKYjTo?, 'fungus', piuxTTf]p, 'nose'

(lit. 'the mucous organ'), OSlav. smycati, 'to

draw or drag along', Lith. smunkii, smitkti, 'to

slip', ON. mykr, myki, 'dung, manure', mygla,

'mold', W. mign, 'mold, dirt', Ir. mocht, 'soft,

mild', W. mwytho, 'to soften'. Cp. emunctory,

moist, mucid, mucilage, Mucor, Mugiladae,

myco-, mycosis, Mycteria, mycteric. Cp. also

match, 'wick of a lamp', mouchoir. Cp. also

meek, muck, muggy.

mud, n., wet earth. — ME. mode, mudde, of LG.
origin. Cp. OLG., MLG. mudde, 'mud', muddig,

'muddy', which derive fr. I.-E. base *meu-, 'wet,

moist', whence also MDu., Du. modder, 'filth,

dregs'. See mother, 'dregs', and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: mud, v., mudd-y, adj., mudd-i-ly,

adv., mudd-i-ness, n.

mudar, n., the name of two East Indian trees,

Calotropis gigantea and Calotropis procera. —
Hind, madar.

muddle, tr. and intr. v., to confuse. — Formed fr.

mud with suff. -le. (The original meaning was 'to

dabble in mud".)

Derivatives: muddle, n., muddl-er, n.

mudir, n., the governor of a province in Egypt or

Sudan. — Arab, mudir, 'governor', prop, active

part, of addra, 'he administered, governed', IV

(= causative) conjugation of ddra, 'he moved in

a circle". See daira.

mudiria, n., a province in Egypt or Sudan. —
Arab, mudiriya'', fr. mudir, 'governor'. See prec.

word.

Muehlenbeckia, n., a genus of plants of the buck-

wheat family (bot.) — ModL., named after the

Alsatian physician H. G. Muehlenbeck (1798-

1845). For the ending see 1st suff". -ia.

muezzin, n., in Mohammedan countries, an offi-

cial who, from the minaret of the mosque, calls

the people to prayer.— Arab, mii'ddhdhin, prop,

active part, oi ddhdhana, II (= frequentative or

intensive) conjugation of ddhana, 'he proclaim-

ed', fr. udhn, 'ear', which is rel. to Ethiop. ezn,

Heb. ozen, Aram, udhna, Syr. edhnd, Akkad.

uznu, 'ear', Heb. he'ifzm, 'he gave ear, heard,

listened, hearkened'.

muff, n., a warm covering for the hands. — Du.

mof, shortened fr. moffel, fr. MDu. moffel, muf-

Mugilidae

fel, 'mitten, muff', fr. MF. moufle. See muffle,

adj. and n.

muif, n., a clumsy person. — Of uncertain origin.

muffetee, n., a muffler. — Fr. muff, 'a warm
covering'.

mut&n, n., a light cake made with eggs.— Cp. OF.

pain moufflet, 'soft bread'.

muffineer, n., a dish for keeping muffins hot. —
Formed fr. muffin with suff. -eer.

muffle, tr. v., to wrap up, — ME. muflen, fr. OF.

enmoufler, fr. moufle. See muffle, n.

muffle, n., a mitten (obsol.) ; 2) a muff; a muffler.

— MF. (= F.) moufle, 'mitten, muffle", fr. OF.,

fr. ML. muffula, 'furred glove', which is of un-

certain origin.

muffler, n., a wrap for the throat. — Formed fr.

prec. word with agential suff. -er.

mufti, n., 1) an expounder of Mohammedan law;

2) civilian clothes esp. when worn by a naval or

military officer. — Arab, miiftl, active part, of

dfta, 'he expounded the law', IV (= causative)

conjugation of fata, 'he decided, declared'. See

futwa.

mug, n., a drinking cup. — Earlier mugg, rel. to

Swed. mug, Norw. mugge, LG. mokke, mukke,

Du. mok, G. Muck, Mock; of uncertain origin.

Derivative: mug-ful, adj.

mug, n., face (slang).— Perhaps from prec. word.

Derivatives: mug, tr. v., to photograph, esp. to

photograph a criminal; intr. v., to make faces,

mugg-er, n.

mug, n., a fool, dupe (English Slang) — Of un-

certain origin.

mugger, muggur, n., the common crocodile of

India (Crocodilus palustris).— Hind, magar, fr.

OI. mdkarah, 'sea monster, crocodile', which is

rel. to OI. nakrah, 'crocodile', ndkrah, 'a kind of

aquatic animal' ; prob. of Dravidian origin.

mugget, n., 1) the lily of the valley; 2) the wood-

ruff". — F. muguet, 'lily of the valley ; woodruff",

fr. (noix) muguette, alteration of (noix) muscade,

'nutmeg' (cp. the transitory forms muguade,

mugate), fr. muse, 'musk'. See musk and cp.

muscardine, muscat.

muggins, n., a simpleton. — From the surname

Muggins. Cp. juggins.

Muggletonian, n., a member of a sect founded by

the English tailor Lodowicke Muggleton (1609-

98). For the ending see suff. -ian.

muggy, adj., damp.— From dial, mug, 'a drizzle',

which is of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. mugga,

'drizzling mist', and Norw. mugg, 'mist, mold",

which are rel. to ON. mygla, 'mold', and cogn.

with L. miicus, 'slime from the nose'. See mucus

and cp. next word.

Derivative: muggi-ness, n.

Mugilidae, n. pi., a family of fishes, the gray

mullet (ichthyol.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-idae fr. L. mUgil, 'the mullet', which is cogn.

with Gk. [ji.u5o<;, 'mullet', (i-ii^a, 'mucus of the

nose, slime', L. mucus, 'mucus of the nose'. See

mucus and cp. prec. word.



mugwort

mugwort, n. , the plant Artemisia vulgaris.— ME.,

fr. OE. inucgwyrt, lit. 'midge wort'. See midge

and wort.

mugwump, n., an independent man in politics. —
Algonquian mugquomp, 'great chief.

Muharram, also Moharram, n., the first month of

the Mohammedan year.— Arab, muharram, lit.

'sacred, forbidden', pass. part, of hdrrama, 'he

forbade', II (= intensive) conjugation of hd-

rama, 'he forbade', hdruma, 'was forbidden'. See

harem, herem.

Muhlenbergia, n., a large genus of grasses (60/.)

— ModL., named after the American botanist

Gotthilf Henry Ernest Muhlenberg (1753-1815).

For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

muktar, n., an agent or attorney (India).— Hind.

mufchtdr, fr. Arab, mukhtdr, lit. 'chosen', pass,

part, of ikhtdra, 'he chose', the VIII conjugation

of khdra, 'he chose', whence khayr, 'good, well-

being'. Cp. mohair.

mulatto, n., the offspring of a negro and a white

man. — Sp. and Port, mulato, 'of mixed breed',

fr. Arab, muwdllad, 'one born of an Arab father

and a foreign mother', prop. pass. part, of the

II conjugation of wdlada, 'he begot', wdladat,

'she bore (a child'), rel. to Ethiop. waldda, Heb.

ydlddh, Ugar. yld, Aram, y^lidh, y^ledh, Syr. iledk,

'he begot' (fern, 'she bore'), Akkad. walddu,

later form alddu, 'to beget, to bear (a child)'. The

word was influenced in form by a folk-etymo-

logical association with Sp. mulo, 'mule', fr. L.

mulus.

mulberry, n. — ME. mulberie, dissimilated fr.

earlier ME. murberie, fr. OE. morberie, a hybrid

coined fr. L. morum, 'blackberry, mulberry', and

OE. berie, 'berry' [cp. MDu. moerbeye, moerbesie

(Du. moerbezie, moerbei), OHG. mUrberi, MHG
morber and the dissimilated forms ; MHG. mal-

ber, G. Maulbeere, which are also compounded

of L. morum and the respective equivalent of

OE. berie (see berry)]. L. morum is borrowed fr.

Gk. |x6pov, jxwpov, 'mulberry, blackberry',

which is prob. cogn. with Arm. mor, mori,

'blackberry', Mir. merenn, W. merwydden, 'mul-

berry'. It. mora. Rum. murd, OF. moure (F.

mure), OProven?., Cat., Sp. and Port, mora,

'mulberry', derive fr. L. mora, pi. of morum,

'mulberry' (the neut. pi. ending a having been

mistaken for a fem. sing.) Cp. also Moms,
murrey, and the second element in sycamore.

mulch, n., moist straw, leaves, etc., spread around

plants to prevent the evaporation of the mois-

ture. — ME. molsh, 'soft', rel. to OE. melsc,

'mellow', Du. mats, dial. G. molsch, mulsch,

'soft, ripe', OHG. molawen, 'to become soft',

MHG. molwic, G. mollig, 'soft', fr. I.-E. base

*mel-, 'to rub, grind'. See meal, 'edible grain',

and words there referred to, and cp. esp. moil,

mellow, mollify.

Derivatives: mulch, tr. v., mulch-er, n.

Mnlciber, n., a surname of Vulcan {Soman my-

thol.)— L. Mulciber, for *Mulce-dhros, lit. 'the
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appeaser', fr. mulcere, 'to stroke, soften, ap-

pease'. See demulcent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

mulct, n., fine.— L. mulcta, more correctly multa,

'penalty, fine', which is either an Oscan or a

Samnite word.

mulct, tr. v., to fine. — L. mulctdre, more cor-

rectly multdre, 'to punish, fine', fr. mulcta, multa.

See mulct, n.

Derivatives: mulct-able, adj., mulct-ary, adj.,

mulct-ation, n., mulct-ative, adj., mulctu-ary,

adj.

mule, n., a hybrid between the horse and the ass.

ME., fr. OF. mul, fr. L. mCila, fem. of mdlus,

'mule' (whence OF. mul, replaced in F. by its

diminutive mulct). L. mUlus stands for *mugh-

slos (cp. the diminutive muscellus, fr. *muxellus)

and is cogn. with Gk. \x\>j\6q (for *mukslos),

'he-ass'. Alb. musk, 'mule". Cp. muleta.

Derivatives: mul-ish, adj., mul-ish-ly, adv., mul-

ish-ness, n.

mule, n., a kind of slipper. — MF. (= F.), fr. L.

mulleus, 'a reddish shoe', which is rel. to mullus,

'the red mullet'. See mullet, 'seafish'.

muleta, n., a rod with a red flag used in bullfights.

— Sp., lit. 'a young she-mule', dimin. of mula,

'she-mule'. See 1st mule.

muleteer, n., a mule driver. — MF. (= F.) mule-

tier, fr. mulct, 'mule', dimin. of OF. mul, 'mule',

fr. L. mdlus. See mule and -eer.

muley, adj. and n. — See mulley.

muliebrity, n., womanliness, effeminacy. — L.

muliebritds, 'womanliness', fr. muliebris, 'wom-

anly, female', fr. mulier, 'woman, wife', fr. ear-

lier *mulies; of uncertain origin. For the change

of J to 6 cp. funebris, 'pertaining to a funeral',

which stands for *funesris, fr. funus, 'funeral,

burial'. For the ending see suff. -ity.

mull, tr. v., 1) to powder {dial. English) ; to muddle

{dial. English).— ME. mullen, 'to grind', fr. ME.
mul, mol, 'dust', fr. OE. myl, 'dust', which is rel.

to Swed. mull, MLG., MDu., Du. mul, 'loose

earth', G. Miill, 'garbage'; fr. I.-E. base *mel-,

'to rub, grind'. See meal, 'edible grain', and

words there referred to and cp. esp. mulier, n.

mull, n., 1) dust, rubbish {dial. English); 1) mess,

trmAA\6(colloq. English).— ME. mul, mol, 'dust'.

See prec. word and cp. mullock.

mull, n., a thin soft muslin. — Shortened fr.

mulmul (q.v.)

muU, n., a promontory; used in Scottish place

names. — Cp. ON. miili, 'a snout, muzzle; a

jutting crag', which is rel. to OFris. mula, MDu.
mule, muul, Du. muil, OHG. mula, MHG. mule,

mul, G. Maul, 'muzzle, mouth', Goth, faiir-mut-

jan, 'to muzzle', and cogn. with Gk. [iiiXXov,

(luXXot;, 'lip; lip of the vulva', (jtuXXetv, 'to close

the lips', (jLuXXaivEtv, 'to make grimaces'. All

these words are prob. formed from the I.-E.

imitative base *mu-.

mull, n., a snufT box. — Scot, form of mill for

grinding.
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mull, tr. v., to heat wine or beer. — Of uncertain

origin.

mullah, n., a Mohammedan teacher; an ex-

pounder of the Koran. ^Pers. and Hind, mulla

(Turk, molla), fr. Arab, mould, 'master, sir,

judge, magistrate', fr. wdliya, 'he reigned, gov-

erned'. Cp. vilayet and words there referred to.

mullein, also mullen, n., a tall plant of the figwort

family. — ME. moleyn, fr. AF. moleine (cor-

responding to F. molene), lit. 'the soft-leaved

plant', fr. OF. (= F.) mol, 'soft', fr. L. mollis.

See mollify and cp. words there referred to.

muUer, n., a stone for grinding.— ME. mullen, 'to

powder, grind', fr. ME. mul, mol, 'dust'. See

mull, 'to powder'.

mullet, n., two kinds of edible seafish: the red

mullet and the gray mullet. — ME. molet, fr.

MF. mulct, dimin. formed fr. Late L. mulus,

corresponding to L. mullus, 'the red mullet', fr.

Gk. irjXkoq, 'name of a fish', which is rel.

to Gk. (xeXoc?, 'black', and cogn. with L.

mulleus, 'reddish', OI. malindtf, 'dirty, stained,

black', midnali, 'black'. See melano- andcp. also

surmullet. Cp. also mule, 'a kind of slipper'.

mullet, also molet, n., a star, usually five-pointed

{her.) — ME. molet, fr. MF. molette, 'mullet,

rowel' (F. molette, 'rowel'), dimin. formed fr. L,

mola, 'millstone, mill'. See mill for grinding and

cp. mull, 'a snuff box'.

mulley, adj., hornless; n. 1) a hornless cow; 2)

any cow (dial. British). — Scot, moiley, prob. of

Celtic origin and lit. meaning 'bald'. Cp. Ir.

maol, 'bald'.

mulligatawny, n., an East Indian soup flavored

with curry powder.— Tamil milagu-tannir, com-

pounded of milagu, 'pepper', and tannir, 'cool

water', fr. tatt, 'cool', and riir, 'water'.

mulligrubs, n., 1) colic; 2) low spirits (colloq.) —
Invented word.

mullion, n., a vertical column between the lights

of a window. — Prob. dissimilated fr. earlier

munnion, fr. OF. monial, 'mullion'. See monial

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: mullion-ed, adj.

mullock, n., dirt, refuse. — Formed with suff.

-ock fr. mull, 'dust, rubbish'.

mulmul, n., muslin. — Pers. malmal, fr. Hind.

malmal. Cp. mull, 'muslin'.

mulse, n., wine mixed with honey. — L. mulsum

(scil. vinum), neut. ofmulsus, 'mixed with honey',

which stands for *mel-sos and is cogn. with L.

mel, gen. mellis, 'honey.' See mel.

mult-, form of multi- before a vowel.

multeity, n., the quality of being many. — Form-

ed with suff. -ity fr. L. multus, 'much, many'.

See multi-.

multi-, combining form meaning 'much, many'.

— L. multi-, fr. multus, 'much, many], which

stands for *mltds, fr. I.-E. base *mel-, 'strong,

great, numerous', whence also L. melior, 'bet-

ter' (orig. prob. 'stronger'), Gk. (liXi, 'very,

very much, exceedingly', [xotXXov, 'more, rather'.

[jtaXiCTTa, 'most, mostly'. See meliorate and cp.

mulct.

multicycle, n., a cycle with manny wheels. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. multus, 'much, many', and

Gk. JcuxXo?, 'ring, circle'. See multi- and cycle.

multifarious, adj., manifold, various. — L. multi-

fdrius, 'manifold, various' (fr. multifdriam, 'in

many places'), prob. orig. meaning 'that which

can be expressed in many ways'; compounded

of multus, 'much, many', and fds, in the sense of

'utterance, expression, manifestation', which is

rel. to fdri, 'to speak'. See multi- and -farious and

cp. bifarious.

Derivatives: multifarious-ly, adv., multifarious-

ness, n.

multifld, adj., cleft into many parts. — L. multi-

fidus, 'cleft into many parts', compounded of

multus, 'much, many' and fid-, past stem of^«-

dere, 'to split, cleave'. See multi- and fissile and

cp. bifid, trifid, quadrifid.

Derivative: multifid-ly, adv.

multiform, adj., having many forms. — L. multi-

formis, compounded of multus, 'much, many',

and forma, 'form, shape'. See multi- and form,

n.

Derivatives: multiform-ed, adj., multiform-ity,

n.

Multigraph, n., trademark for a printing machine

used for reproducing typewritten letters. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. multus, 'much, many', and

Gk. -ftfOLpoQ, fr. Yptiipsiv, 'to write'. See multi-

and -graph.

Derivatives: multigraph, tr. v., multigraph-er, n.

multilateral, adj., many-sided. — Compounded
of multi- and L. latus, gen. lateris, 'side'. See

lateral.

Derivative: multilateral-ly, adv.

multinomial, adj., consisting of many terms, poly-

nomial (alg.) — Formed fr. L. multus, 'much,

many' (see multi-), on analogy of binomial (q.v.)

multipara, n., a woman who has borne two or

more children. — ModL. See next word.

multiparous, adj., bearing more than one off-

spring at a birth {zool.) — ModL. multiparus,

compounded of multus, 'much, many', and L.

par^re, 'to bring forth, produce'. See multi- and

parent and cp. -parous.

multipartite, adj., divided into many parts. — L.

multipartUus, 'divided into many parts', lit.

'much divided', compounded of multus, 'much,

many', and partitus, 'divided', pp. of partlri, 'to

divide". See multi- and partite.

multiped, multipede, adj., having many feet. — L.

multipes, gen. multipedis, 'many-footed', com-

pounded of multus, 'much many', and pes, gen.

pedis, 'foot'. See multi- and pedal.

Derivative: multiped, multipede, n., a multiped

animal.

multiple, adj., manifold, having many parts. —
F., fr. L. multiplex. See multiplex and cp. equi-

multiple.

Derivative: multiple, n.
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multiplex, adj., manifold. — L. multiplex, gen.

multiplicis, 'that which has many folds, mani-

fold, numerous', compounded of multus, 'much,

many', and the base of plied, plicare, 'to fold,

twist'. See multi- and plicate and cp. multi-

plicity.

multiplicable, adj., multipliable. — L. multiplicd-

bilis, fr. mullipUcare. See multiply and -able.

Derivative: multiplicabil-ity, n.

multiplicand, n., the number that is to be multi-

plied by another. — L. multiplicandus, 'to be

multiplied', gerundive of multiplicare. See multi-

ply. For other Latin gerundives or their deriv-

atives used in English cp. agenda and words

there referred to.

multiplicate, adj., multiple. — L., multiplicdtus,

pp. of multiplicare. See multiply and adj. suff.

-ate.

Derivatives : multiplicate, n., multiplicat-ive, adj.,

multiplicat-ive-ly, adv.

multiplication, n. — ME. multiplicacioun, fr. OF.

(= F.) multiplication, fr. L. multiplicationem,

ace. of multiplicdtio, pp. of multiplicare. See

multiply and -ion.

multiplicity, n., the quality of being manifold. —
Late L. mu///p//c/Ms, 'manifoldness, multiplicity',

fr. multiplex, gen. multiplicis. See multiplex and

-ity.

multiply, tr. and intr. v.— ME. multiplien, fr. OF.

(= F.) multiplier, fr. L. multiplicare, 'to multi-

ply', fr. multiplex, gen. multiplicis. See multiplex.

Derivatives; multipli-able, adj., multipli-er, n.,

multiply-ing, adj.

multitude, n., a great number; numerousness ; a

throng. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. multitu-

dinem, ace. of multitUdo, 'a great number, multi-

tude', which is formed fr. multus, 'much, many',

with suff. -tiido. See multiply and -tude.

Derivatives: multitudin-al, mullitudin-ary, adjs.,

multitudin-ism, n., multitudin-ist, n., multifudin-

ist-ic, adj., multitudinous (q.v.)

multitudinous, adj., consisting of a multitude. —
Coined by Shakespeare fr. L. multitUdo, gen.

-Udinis. See multitude and -ous.

Derivatives: multitudinous-ly, adv., multitu-

dinous-ness, n.

multure, n., a toll or fee paid for the grinding of

grain (Scot. law). — ME. moulture, fr. OF.

moulture (F. mouture), fr. VL. molitHra, 'grind-

ing of grain' (whence also OProven?. moldura,

Sp. moledura, 'grinding'), fr. L. molere, 'to

grind'. See meal, 'edible grain', and cp. words

there referred to. For the ending see suff. -ure.

mum, interj., be silent! silence! — Of imitative

origin. Cp. mumble, mump, mumps.

Derivatives: mum, adj., silent, mum, intr. v., to

be silent.

mum, n., a kind of strong beer, orig. made in

Brunswick, Germany. — LG. mumme (whence

G. Mumme, Du. mom); allegedly named after

the brewer Christian Mumme, who first brewed

this kind of beer in 1489.

mum, intr. v., to act in dumb show. — ME.
mommen, fr. OF. momer, mommer, 'to mask

oneself (whence OF. momon, 'mask', F. mo-

merie, 'mummery'), which prob. derives fr. the

child's word momo, expressing astonishment.

Cp. G. Mumme {now obsoL), 'mask' whence

mummen (now einmummen, vermummen), 'to

muffle'. Cp. also Sp. and Port, momo, 'grimace'.

Cp. also mummery.

mum, n. — Vulgar corruption of madam.

mum, n., chrysanthemum. — Formed from the

ending of chrysanthemum.

mumble, intr. and tr. v., to speak indistinctly. —
ME. momelen, 'to speak indistinctly', derived fr.

ME. mom, 'a slight sound', which is of imitative

origin. Cp. Du. mommelen. The -b- in mumble is

excrescent. Cp. mum, 'to be silent'. Cp. also

mump. For the ending see freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives: mumble, n., mumbl-er, n., mumbl-

ing-ly, adv.

Mumbo Jumbo, 1) name of an African idol; 2)

{not cap.) an object of superstitious fear. —
Corruption oi Mama Dyumbo, from Mandingo,

a West African Negro dialect.

mummer, n., an actor in a dumb show. — MF.
momeur, mommeur, fr. momer, mommer, 'to

mask oneself. See mum, 'to act in dumb show'.

mummery, n., a dumb show. — MF. (= F.)

momerie, fr. OF. momeur. See prec. word and -y

(representing OF. -ie).

mummification, n. — See mummify and -ation.

mummiform, adj., shaped like a mummy.— Com-
pounded of mummy and -form.

mummify, tr. v., to make into a mummy; intr. v.,

to become like a mummy, to dry up, shrivel. —
F. momifier, compounded of momie, 'mummy',

and -fier, 'to make into', fr. L. - ficdre, fr.

facere, 'to make, do'. See mummy and -fy.

mummy, n., an embalmed body.— ME. mummie,

fr. OF. (= F.) momie, fr. ML. mumia, fr. Arab.

mumiya'', 'mummy', fr. Pers. mum, 'wax'.

Derivative: mummy, tr. v.. to mummify.

mump, intr. v., to mumble; to whine like a beg-

gar. — Obsol. Du. mompen, 'to cheat, deceive',

orig. prob. 'to mumble, whine' (cp. Du. mom-

melen, mompelen, 'to mutter, mumble') ; of imi-

tative origin Cp. mumble.

mump, n., a grimace (obsol.)— Fr. prec. word.

mump, n., mumps. — See mumps.

mumper, n., a deceitful beggar. — Formed fr.

mump, v., with agential suff. -er.

mumps, n., an infectious disease, characterized

by the swelling of the salivary glands; parotitis.

— Fr. mump, 'grimace', so called in allusion to

the patient's appearance.

munch, intr. and tr. v., to chew.— ME. monchen,

prob. imitative; not connected with F. manger,

'to eat'. Cp crunch.

Derivatives: munch, a., munch-er, n.

Munchausen, n., inexact for Munchhausen in the

name of Baron Karl Friedrich Hieronymus von

Munchhausen (1720-97), a German adventurer.
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who served in the Russian army against the

Turks; pretended author of a book of wildly

exaggerated exploits really written by Rudolph
Erich Raspe (1734-94), and entitled Baron

Munchausen, Narrative of his Marvellous Trav-

els (pubWshsd in 1785).

Derivatives: Munchausen-ism, n., Munchausen-

ize, intr. v.

mundane, adj., pertaining to the world; worldly.

— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) mondain, fr. Late L.

munddnus, 'of, or pertaining to, the world', fr.

L. mundus, 'world, universe, the heavens, the

heavenly bodies, the earth, the inhabitants of

the earth', of uncertain origin; not related to the

Latin adjective mundus, 'clean, cleanly, neat',

nor to L. movere, 'to move'. Cp. extramundane,

ultramondane, monde, demimonde, mound,

'globe'.

Derivatives: mundane-ly, adj., mundane-ness,

n., mundanity (q.v.)

mundanity, n., worldliness. — MF. (= F.) mon-

danite, fr. ML. munddnitdtem, ace. of munddni-

tds, fr. Late L. munddnus. See prec. word and

-ity.

mundungus, n., tobacco with an offensive smell

(obsol.) — Sp. mondongo, 'paunch, tripe, intes-

tines', rel. to mondejo, 'paunch, belly (of a pig)'.

mungo, n., a kind of fine shoddy. — Of uncertain

origin.

mungoos, mungoose, n. — See mongoose.

Munichion, also Munychion, n., name of the lOth

month of the Attic Greek calendar (correspond-

ing to the second half of April and first half of

May). — Gk. Mouvixtwv, less exactly spelled

Mouvuyj,<ov

municipal, adj., pertaining to the government of

a city or town. — L. mUnicipdlis, fr. municipium,

'a town that possessed the right of Roman cit-

izenship, but was governed by its own laws, a

free town', fr. mUniceps, gen. mUnicipis, 'inhab-

itant of a municipium or free town, citizen',

lit. 'a receiver of duties', compounded of mUnia,

'official duties', and the stem of capere, 'to

catch, seize, take, hold". The first element is rel.

to munus, 'service, office, function', communis,

'common, universal, public". See mean, 'of low

rank", and cp. common; cp. also munificence, re-

munerate. For the second element see captive;

for the ending see adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: municipal, n., municipal-ism, n.,

municipal-ist, n., municipality (q.v.), municipal-

ize, tr. v., municipal-iz-ation, n., municipal-ly,

adv.

municipality, n. — F. municipalite, fr. municipal,

fr. L. municipdlis (see municipal) ; introduced

into English by the statesman Edmund Burke

(1729-97). For the ending see suff. -ity.

munificence, n., great liberality. — F., fr. L.

munificentia, 'bountifulness, liberality, generos-

ity', fr. munificus. See next word and -ce.

munificent, adj., very liberal. — Back formation

fr. miinificentior, compar. of mSnificus, 'bounti-

ful, liberal, generous', lit. 'present-making', fr.

munus, 'service, office, function ;
gift', and -ficus,

'making', fr. -ficere, unstressed form of facere,

'to make, do'. See municipal and -fie.

Derivatives : munificent-ly, adv. , munificent-ness

n.

muniment, n., 1) protection; 2) pi. a document,

esp. a title deed (law), — ME. munimente, fr.

MF. muniment, fr. L. munimentum, 'defense,

fortification, protection' (in ML. 'title deed'),

fr. mdnire, 'to surround with a wall, defend, for-

tify, protect', fr. moenia, 'walls, bulwarks',

which developed fr. *moi-ni- and is rel. to L.

mUrus (fr. *moi-ros), 'wall'. Cp. next word. Cp.

also mural and words there referred to. For the

ending see suff. -ment.

munition, n., 1) pi., mihtary stores, provisions; 2)

military material stored. — MF. (= F.) muni-

tion, fr. L. mUnitidnem, ace. of mUnltio, 'fortifi-

cation, defense', fr. miinitus, pp. of mUnire. See

muniment and -ion and cp. premunition.

Derivatives: munition, tr. v., munition-eer, n.,

munition-er, n.

munjeet, n., Indian madder. — Hind, manjil, fr.

OI. mahjisthd, which is perh. fern, of manjistha,

superl. of manjiih, 'beautiful, lovely, charming',

a word of uncertain etymology. For the ending

see superl. suff. -est.

munnion, n. — See muUion.

munshi, also moonshee, n., a native interpreter; a

native teacher of Indian languages (Anglo-

India) — Hind, munshi, fr. Arab, munshi', part.

of dnsha'a, 'he caused to rise', IV (= causative)

conjugation of ndsha'a, 'he rose, was high; he

grew up', which is rel. to Heb. ndsa, 'he lifted'.

See nasi.

muntjac, muntjak, n., a small deer of eastern and

southern Asia. — Native Malay, fr. Javanese.

Muntz, Muntz's metal. — Named after its inven-

tor George F. Muntz of Birmingham, England

(died in 1857).

Muraena, Murena, the genus of morays. — L.

muraena, murena, 'sea eel, lamprey' (whence F.

morene), fr. Gk. ajiupaiva, [luoaiva, of s.m.,

fr. oijiOpoc, (jiOpoc. 'sea eel'. See moray.

Muraenidae, Murenidae, n., pi., the family of the

morays (zool.) — ModL., formed fr. prec.

word with suff. -idae (q.v.).

muraenoid, murenoid, adj., resembling the moray.
— Compounded of muraena and Gk. -osiSr,:,

'like", fr. eISoc. 'form, shape". See -oid.

murage, n., formerly a tax paid for the building

and repairing of city walls. — ME., fr. OF., fr.

ML. mUrdgium, fr. L. murus. See mural and -age.

mural, adj., pertaining to a wall. — F. mural, fr.

L. mOrdlis, 'of, or pertaining to, a wall", fr.

mUrus (OL. moiros, moerus), 'wall', which

stands for *moi-ros and is rel. to moenia (fr.

*moi-ni-), 'walls, bulwarks'. See muniment and

cp. murage, mure, muromontite, extramural, in-

tramural, immure. Cp. also mere, 'boundary'.

murder, n. — ME. mordre, morder, morthre, fr.



murder

OE. mordoT, mordur, rel. to Goth. maurj>r, 'mur-

der', OE. mord, OS., OFris. morth, ON. mord,

Dan., Swed. mord, MDu. moort, mort, Du.

moord, OHG. mord, MHG. mort, G. Mord,

'murder', and cogn. with L. mors, gen. mortis,

'death', mori, 'to die'. See mortal.

Derivatives; murder, y. (q.v.), murder-ous (q.v.)

murder, tr. v. — ME. mortheren, murtheren, fr.

OE. myrddrian, 'to murder', fr. OE. mordor,

'murder'; rel. to OF. morthia, OHG. murthiren,

Goth, maiirprjan, 'to murder'. See murder, n.

Derivatives: murder-er, n., murder-ess, n.

murderous, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. murder, a

word of Teut. origin, and -ous, a suff. traceable

to L. -osus.

Derivatives: murderous-Iy, adv., murderous-ness,

n.

mure, tr. v., to enclose within walls, immure. —
ME. muren, fr. OF. (= F.) murer, fr. L. murdre,

'to enclose within walls', fr. murus. See mural.

Murex, n., a genus of marine gastropods (zool.)

— L. murex, 'purple fish, purple dye', of uncer-

tain, possibly Mediterranean, origin.

muriate, n., a salt of hydrochloric acid (chem.)

— See next word.

muriatic, adj., hydrochloric {scil. acid).— Coined

by the German chemist Johann Rudolf Glau-

ber (1604-70) fr. L. muridticus, 'pickled in

brine', fr. muria, muries, 'brine', which is of

uncertain etymology.

Muridae, n. pi., a family of rodents, the rats and

mice (zool.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae

fr. L. mQs, gen. mUris, 'mouse'. See murine.

Muriel, fern. PN. — Prob. of Celtic origin and lit.

meaning 'sea-bright'. Cp. the Ir. PN. Muirgheal,

which is compounded of muir, 'sea', and geal,

'bright". Olr. muir is rel. to Co., W. mor, 'sea',

and cogn. with L. mare, 'sea'. See mare, 'sea',

mere, 'sea', and cp. the first element in Merlin.

murk, adj., dark, gloomy {archaic and poet.) —
ME. mirke, prob. fr. ON. myrkr, Dan. merk,

Swed. mark, which is rel. to OE. mirce, OS.

mirki, 'dark'.

Derivatives: murk, n., murk-y, adj., murk-i-ly,

adv., murk-i-ness, n.

murk, n. — ME. mirke, prob. fr. ON. myrkr, n.,

fr. myrkr, adj. Cp. Dan. merk, Swed. mark,

'darkness', and see murk, adj.

murmur, n. — ME. murmure, fr. OF. (= F.)

murmure, fr. murmurer, 'to murmur'. See

murmur, v.

miumur, intr. and tr. v. — ME. murmuren, fr.

OF. (= F.) murmurer, fr. L. murmurdre, fr.

murmur, 'a murmur, murmuring', which is of

imitative origin. Cp. OI. murmurah, 'crackling

fire', marmarah, 'rustling', Gk. |j.opa'jp£i\/, 'to

roar, boil', hith.,murmlenti, murmenti, 'to mur-

mur', murmeti, 'to grumble', OHG. murmuron,

murmulon, MHG., G. murmeln, 'to murmur',

Du. murmelen. Arm. mfmfam, mrmrim (for

mufmufam, resp. murmufim), 'I murmur,

grumble, roar'. All these words are traceable to
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the I.-E. reduplicated imitative base "mor-mor-,

*mur-mur-, 'to murmur, rustle, grumble'. The

simple base *mor-, *mur-, appears in Olr. muirn

(fr. *murni-), 'noise, rustle', ON. murra, MDu.,

Du. morren, MHG., G. murren, 'to murmer,

growl, grumble', OE. murnian, murcnian, 'to

murmur, complain, grieve'.

Derivatives: murmur-er, n., murmur-ing, adj.,

murmur-ing-ly, adv., murmur-ous, adj., murmur-

ous-ty, adv.

muromontite, n., a complex silicate containing

yttrium metals {mineral.) — So called because

found in Saxony at Maurersberg (in Latin

Muromontia), lit. 'wall mountain'. See mural,

mount and subst. suff. -ite.

murphy, n., a potato {colloq.) — From the PN.

Murphy.

murra, murrha, n., a stone of which precious

vessels were made {Roman archaeol.) — L. See

murrhine.

murrain, n., cattle plague. — ME. moreine, fr.

MF. marine, fr. VL. *morire, corresponding to

L. mori, 'to die'; see mortal. Cp. Sp. morrina.

Port, morrinha, 'murrain', which also derive fr.

VL. *morire. Cp. murrina.

murre, n., 1) guillemot of the genus Uria; 2) the

razorbill — Related to dial. E. marrot, morrot,

'guillemot' ; of uncertain origin. Cp. next word.

murrelet, n., any of various birds of the auk

family. — Formed fr. murre with dimin. suff.

-let.

murrey, adj., mulberry red; dark purplish red; n.,

murrey color. — ME., fr. MF. moree, fr. ML.
mordlus, 'mulberry colored', fr. L. morum,

'mulberry'. See mulberry,

murrhine, adj., made of, or resembling, murra; n.,

a murrhine vase (Roman antiq.).— L. murr{h)i-

nus, 'of, or made of, murra', fr. murra, less cor-

rectly murrha, 'fluorspar; agate; a glass imita-

tion', which is of Iranian origin. Cp. Pers. mori,

muri, 'globule of glass'. Cp. also Gk. (x6ppta,

(xoiippLva {pi.), which are of the same origin and

meaning as L. murra.

murriiia, n., a disease of horses {yeter.) — Sp.

morrina, 'murrain'. See murrain.

Mus, n., a genus of rodents, the mouse {zool.) —
L. mUs, gen. mUris, 'mouse'. See mouse.

Musa, n., a genus of trees, the banana {hot.) —
ModL., fr. Arab, mduz^, 'banana', fr. mauz,

'banana tree'.

Musaph, also spelled Musaf, n., additional prayer

on the Sabbath and on festivals, immediately

following the morning prayer ( = Shaharith). —
Mishnaic Heb. mUsdph, 'additional offering, ad-

ditional prayer', prop, subst. use of the Hoph'al

part, of ydsdph, 'he added, increased', which is

rel. to Aram, osiph, Syr. auseph, 'he added', and

prob. also to Akkad. ufsupu, "to add', fiptu,

'interest'.

Musca, n., a genus of flies, the common housefly

(entomol.) — L. musca, 'fly'. See midge and cp.

words there referred to.
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muscadel, n. — A var. of muscatel.

muscadine, n., a grape grown in the southern

U.S. — Formed with sufT. -ine fr. OProven?.

muscada, fern, of muscat, 'flavored with musk'.

See muscat.

muscardine, n., dormouse {obsol. and rare).— F.,

fr. earlier F. muscardin, muscadin, 'lozenge fla-

vored with musk', fr. It. moscardino, of s.m., fr.

moscado, 'having the smell of musk', fr. VL.

muscdtus, of s.m., fr. L. muscus; see musk and

cp. muscat. The animal was called muscardine

by the French naturalist, Comte Georges Louis

Leclerc de Buffon (1707-88) in allusion to its

musky smell.

muscardine, n., a disease of silk worms. — F., fr.

earlier muscardin. See prec. word.

muscarine, muscarin, n., an alkaloid found in the

fungus Agaricus muscarius {chem.) — Formed
with chem. suff. -ine resp. -in, fr. ModL. Agari-

cus muscarius, 'fly agaric', from the L. adj.

muscarius, 'pertaining to flies', fr. musca, 'fly';

see midge. The fungus was so called from its

hairy character.

muscat, n., 1) a light musky grape; 2) a muscatel

wine. — F., fr. OProven?. muscat, lit. 'having

the smell of musk', fr. VL. muscdtus, of s.m.,

fr. L. muscus. See musk and cp. next word.

muscatel, n., 1) a variety of white grape with a

musky flavor; 2) a sweet wine made from mus-

catel grapes. — ME. muskadelle, fr. MF. mus-

catel, muscadel, fr. OProven?. *muscadet, dimin.

of muscat. See muscat and dimin. suff. -el and

cp. moschatel.

muscle, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. L. musculus, 'a little

mouse; muscle', dimin. of mQs, 'mouse'; see

mouse and -cle and cp. mussel. The form ofsome

muscles resembles that of a mouse, whence the

sense development of L. miisculus; cp. Arm.

mukn, Gk. \x\>c„ 'mouse; muscle', OSlav. mysi,

'mouse', mysica, 'arm', OE., OHG., MHG. miis,

G. Maus, 'mouse; muscle'; cp. also Arab.

'ddala'', 'muscle', fr. 'ddal, 'field mouse'. It.

muscolo. Rum. mu^chiu, OProveng. muscle,

moscle, Sp., Port, musculo, 'muscle', Sp. muslo,

'thigh', and G. Muskel, 'muscle', all derive fr.

L. miisculus.

muscoid, adj., mosslike. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

muscus, 'moss', and Gk. -OEtSr;:, 'like", fr. eISoq,

'form, shape'. See moss and -oid and cp. next

word.

muscology, n., the science of mosses. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. muscus, 'moss', and Gk. -Xovia,

fr. -Xovoc, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-
ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

moss and -logy and cp. prec. word.

muscovado, n., raw sugar obtained from the juice

of the sugar-cane after draining off the molasses.

— Sp. (azticar) mascabado or Port, (afurar)

mascavado, '(sugar) of inferior quality', fr. mas-

cabado, 'raw, unrefined', shortened fr. menosca-

bado, pp. of menoscabar, 'to impair, lessen, de-

teriorate', which is compounded of menos, 'less'

(fr. L. minus) and cabo, 'head' (fr. L. caput). See

minus and capital, adj., and cp. mischief.

Muscovite, n., an inhabitant of Muscovy, a Rus-

sian. — Formed fr. Muscovy (F. Moscovie), an-

cient name of Russia, with subst. sufl". -ite.

Muscovy duck, the musk duck (Cairina moschata)

— Corruption of musk duck.

muscular, adj., pertaining to, or performed by, a

muscle or muscles.— Formed with adj. suff. -ar

fr. L. miisculus. See muscle.

Derivatives; muscular-ity, n., muscular-ize, tr.

v., muscular-iz-ation, n.

musculature, n., system of muscles. — F., fr. L.

miisculus. See muscle and -ure.

musculo-, combining form meaning 'muscle' or

'muscular' {anat.) — L. musculo-, fr. miisculus.

See muscle.

musculus, n., a muscle {anat.)— L. miisculus. See

muscle.

muse, intr. v., to reflect. — ME. musen, fr. OF.

(= F.) muser, 'to loiter, dream, ponder deeply',

prop, 'to snuff about' (said of a dog), fr. ML.
musum, 'muzzle', whence also It. muso, OProv-

eng. mus, and the OF. 6\mm. musel{¥.museau),

whence E. muzzle (q.v.) Cp. amuse and musette.

Derivatives : muse, n., meditation, muse-ful, adj.,

muse-ful-ly, adv., muse-less, adj., muse-less-ly,

adv., mus-ing, n. and adj., mus-ing-ly, adv.

Muse, n., one of the nine goddessess, daughters

of Zeus and Mnemosyne, protectors of the arts

[Creek mythol.) — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L.

Masa, fr. Gk. Mouax, [xouaa, 'Muse; music,

song', which stands perh. for "MAvftia and is

rel. to (xav&avEiv, 'to learn'. See mathematical

and cp. amusia, mosaic, museum, music.

musette, n., 1) a small bagpipe; 2) a composition

for this instrument. — F., fr. MF., fr. OF., fr.

muser, 'to play the bagpipe', fr. OF. mus, 'mouth,

muzzle', fr. ML. musum, of s.m. See muzzle and

-ette and cp. muse. Cp. also cornmuse.

museum, n. — L. mUseum, 'library, academy,

study, museum', fr. Gk. [iOuaEiov, lit. 'seat of

the Muses', fr. MoOctx, 'Muse'. See Muse.

mush, n., 1) a thick soft mass ; 2) a porridge (U.S.)

— A var. of mash.

Derivative: mush-y, adj.

mush, n., a march on foot with dogs {Northwest-

ern America). — Prob. corruption of F. mar-

che\ 'go!' (imper. of marcher, 'to walk, march,

go"), a shout of command to the dogs. See

march, 'to walk'.

Derivatives: mush, intr. v., to travel on foot

with dogs; tr. v., to cause to travel, mush-er, n.

mushroom, n. — ME. muscheron, fr. OF. meis-

seron, moisseron (F. mousserori), fr. ML. mussi-

rionem, ace. of mussirid, a word of pre-Latin

origin, used in the North of France; F. mous-

seron was influenced in form by F. mousse,

'moss', with which it has nothing in common.
Derivatives: mushroom, intr. v., mushroom-y,

adj.

music, n. — ME. musik, fr. OF. (= F.) musique.



musical

fr. L. miisica, fr. Gk. ixouctixt) (scil. ttex^ti),

'musical art', orig. 'any art in which the Muses

presided', fem. of [loxxny-oc,, 'pertaining to the

Muses', fr. Moijcra, 'Muse'. See muse and -ic.

musical,'adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. ML.

musicdlis, 'pertaining to music', fr. L. miisica.

See music and adj. sutT. -ai.

Derivatives : musical-ly, adv., musical-ness, n.

musician, n. — ME. musicien, fr. MF. (= F.), fr.

musique. See music and -ian.

Derivative: musician-ly, adv.

musimon, n., the moufflon.— L. musimo, musmo.

See moufnon.

musk, n., substance secreted by a gland near the

testicles of the musk deer. — ME. muske, fr.

OF. (= F.) muse, fr. L. muscus, fr. Gk. [locxo?,

fr. Pers. mushk, 'musk', fr. OI. muskdh, 'scro-

tum, testicle', lit. 'a little mouse', fr. mus-,

'mouse'. See mouse and cp. muscle. Cp. also

muscadine, muscardine, muscat, muscatel. Cp.

also mugget and the second element in nutmeg.

Derivatives: musk-ish, musk-y, adjs.

muskellunge, n., a large pike of North America.

— Algonquian maskinonge, lit. 'large pike".

musket, n., hand gun, formerly used by infantry;

replaced by the rifle. — MF. (= F.) mousquet,

fr. It. moschetto, 'arrow for a crossbow' (now

meaning 'musket'), lit. 'a little fly', fr. mosca,

'fly', fr. L. musca. See midge and -et and cp.

mosquito. For sense development cp. zum-

booruk, 'a small gun', which is traceable to

Arab, zambur, 'a hornet'.

Musketeer, n., a soldier armed with a musket. —
F. mousquetaire, fr. mousquet, 'musket'. See

musket and -eer and cp. mousquetaire.

musketoon, n., a short musket with large bore. —

-

F. mousqueton, formed fr. mousquet, 'musket',

on analogy of It. moschettqne. See musket and

-oon.

musketry, n., muskets collectively. — F. mous-

queterie, formed fr. mousquet, 'musket', on the

analogy of It. moschetteria. See musket and -ry.

muskus grass.— Fr. V>\i. muskus, 'musk', fr. L.

muscus. See musk.

Muslim, n. — See Moslem.

muslin, n., a fine soft cotton fabric. — F. mous-

seline, fr. It. mussolina, dimin. formed from

Mussolo, Italian name of Mosul, town in Meso-

potamia (now Iraq), where this material was

originally made. Cp. mousseline.

muslinet, n. ^ Dimin. of prec. word. For the

ending see sufT. -et.

musnud, n., a large cushion used by princes in

India, Persia, etc. — Hind, masnad, fr. Arab.

mdsiiad, lit. 'something to lean upon', fr. sdnada,

'he leaned upon". Cp. sunnud.

musquash, n., 15 a muskrat; 2) its fur. — Prop,

the red animal", from an Algonquian native

word meaning 'red'.

muss, n., mess, confusion, disorder. — Prob. a

var. of mess.

Derivative: muss, tr. v., to disarrange, confuse.
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mussel, n., any of several bivalve moUusks. —
ME. muscle, fr. OE. muscelle, muscle, fr. VL.

*muscula [whence also OF. musle (F. moule),

OS., OHG. musculo (MHG., G. muschel),

'mussel'], corresponding to L. musculus, 'Uttle

mouse, muscle; sea mussel'. See muscle.

Derivatives: mussel-ed, adj., mussel-er, n.

mussuck, mussuk, n., a leathern skin for water

(India) — Hind, maiak, fr. OI. masakafi.

Mussulman, n., a Moslem. — Turk, musulmdn,

fr. Pers. musulmdn, which is formed with the

adj. suflf. -an fr. Arab, muslim, 'Moslem'. See

Moslem.

must, aux. v., am (or is, are) obliged to. — ME.

moste, fr. OE. moste, pret. of motan, 'to be

allowed to, be able to, have opportunity to,

have to', rel. to OS. motan, 'to be obliged to,

have to', OFris. mota, MLG. moten, MDu., Du.

moeten, 'to be obliged to',OHG. muosan, MHG.

mUesen, 'to be allowed to, have to', G. mussen,

'to be obliged to', Goth, gamotan, 'to have

room to, be able to', fr. Teut. base *m6tan, 'to

fix, allot, appoint, something; to have room;

to be able; to be obliged', o-degree of I.-E. base

med-, 'to measure, limit', whence OE. metan, 'to

measure'. See mete, 'to measure', and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also mote, 'may'.

Derivative: must, n.

must, n., mold, mustiness. — Prob. back forma-

tion fr. musty.

must, adj., frenzied, mad (said of male elephants).

— Hind, mast, fr. Pers. mast, rel. to OI. matta-,

'drunk, intoxicated', pp. of mddati, 'boils, bub-

bles, gets drunk', fr. I.-E. base *m5d-, 'wet, to

drip". See meat and cp. words there referred to.

must, n., new wine. — ME., fr. OE. must, fr. L.

mustum, 'new wine', shortened fr. mustum vi-

num, fr. mustus, 'fresh, new', which possibly

stands for *mus-tos, 'wet, moist', fr. l.-E. • meu-s-.

See moss and words there referred to and cp.

esp. mustard. F. rnoUt, It. mosto. OSlav. masta,

•new wine', also derive fr. L. mustum.

mustache, moustache, n. — MF. (= F.) mous-

tache, fr. It. mostaccio, a collateral form of m«-

stacchio, fr. MGk. pio-JoTaxi, fr. Gk. s^'jOTa;,

'upper lip, mustache", which is rel. to jxaa-a^,

'mouth, jaws", lit. 'that with which one chews",

(iaaTi/ifd, 'I gnash the teeth", i^aoaoaai (for

*^a»iiouai), '1 chew, bite", fr. I.-E. base

*menth, "to chew". See mouth and cp. mastic,

masticate.

Derivatives: mustach-ed, moustach-ed, adj.,

mustach-ial, mouslach-ial, adj.

raustachio, mustache, n. — A blend of Sp. mos-

tacho and It. mostaccio. See mustache.

Derivative: mustachio-ed, adj.

mustang, n., the small, half-wild horse of the

American prairies. — Mexican Sp. mesteiw,

mestengo, 'ownerless animal, stray", fr. Sp.

mesteno, mestengo, 'belonging to graziers', fr.

mesta, 'company of graziers', fr. L. mixta, fem.

pp. of miscere, 'to mix' (see mix) ;
influenced in

form by Sp. mostrenco, 'straying, wild', fr.

mostrar, fr. L. monstrdre, 'to show'.

mustard, n. — ME., fr. OF. moustarde (F. mou-

tarde), fr. moust (F. mout), 'new wine, must', fr.

L. mustum. Accordingly mustard lit. means

'seasoned with must'. See must, 'new wine', and

cp. -ard.

mustee, n., an octoroon; a half-caste. — Corrup-

tion of Sp. mestizo. See mestizo and cp. mestee.

Mustelidae, n., pi., a family of carnivorous ani-

mals as weasels, badgers, skunks. — ModL.,

formed with suff. -idae fr. L. mQstela, 'weasel'.

See musteline.

musteline, adj., of, or pertaining to, the family of

weasels.— Formed with suff'. -ine fr. L. mustela,

'weasel', which is of uncertain origin; possibly

connected with mUs, 'mouse' (the weasel is re-

ferred to in classical antiquity as 'the catcher of

mice'; see mouse).

muster, tr. v., 1) to collect, gather together; 2)

intr. v., to come together. — ME. mustren, fr.

OF. master, mustrer, monstrer (F. montrer), 'to

show", fr. L. monstrdre. See monster and cp.

next word.

muster, n., an assembling of soldiers; an assem-

bly for inspection.— ME. moustre, fr. OF. mos-

tre, moustre (F. montre), lit. 'that which is

shown', fr. mostrer, mustrer, 'to show'. See

muster, v.

musty, adj., moldy. — Prob. for earlier moisty, fr.

moist (q.v.) Cp. must, 'mold'.

Derivatives: musti-ly, adv., musti-ness, n.

mutable, adj., liable to change, changeable. — L.

mUtdbilis, 'changeable', fr. mutare, 'to change',

which is rel. to mQtuus, 'borrowed, lent, re-

ciprocal, mutual', and cogn. with OI. methati,

mithdti, 'changes, alternates, joins, meets, quar-

rels', mithdh, 'alternately, mutually', mithu,

'perverted', Avestic mid^o, 'perverted, false',

OSlav. mite, 'alternately', misti, 'vengeance',

Lett, mietus, 'change', mituol, mietuot, "to ex-

change, barter', mitet, 'to change', Goth, maid-

jan, 'to change', Hitt. mutdi-, 'to be changed

into'. All these words are derivatives of I.-E.

base *meit{h)-, enlargement of base *mei-, 'to

change, exchange'. See mean, 'of low rank'. See

also mis-, miss, v., and cp. mew, 'to shed, molt',

molt, mutual, commute, permute, transmute,

remuda.

Derivatives: mutabil-ity, n., mutable-ness, n.,

mutabl-y, adv.

mutate, tr. and intr. v., to change. — L. miitdtus,

pp. of mUtdre. See mutable and verbal suff. -ate.

mutation, n., change. — ME. mustacioun, fr. OF.
(= F.) mutation, fr. L. mutdtidnem, ace. of m«-

tdtid, 'change', fr. mUtatus, pp. of mutare. See

mutable and -ation.

mutative, adj., liable to change (biol.) — Formed
with suff. -ive fr. L. miitdtus, pp. of mutare. See

mutate.

Mutazilite, n., name of a Shiite sect in Islam,

founded by Wasil ibn Ata in the 8th cent. —

Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Arab, mu'td-

zila'', 'a body of seceders', fr. mu'tdzil, 'seceder',

active part, of i'tdzala, 'he seceded', VIII conju-

gation of 'dzala, 'he went'.

mutch, n., a close-fitting cap worn by women and

little children. — MDu. mutse, 'cap', fr. earlier

almutse. See amice, 'hood, headdress', and cp.

almuce, mozzetta.

mutchkin, n., an old liquid measure. — MDu.
mutseken, orig. 'a little cap', formed with dim.

suff. -ken fr. mutse, 'cap'. See mutch and -kin.

mute, adj., dumb. — L. mUtus, 'dumb', prob. fr.

I.-E. imitative base *mu-, whence also L. mS in

mufacere, 'to mutter', OI. mu-kah, 'dumb', Gk.

(.lijeiv, 'to be shut or closed' (said esp. of the

lips and eyes); see 1st mystery. Cp. the imitative

base *mut-, whence L. muttire, mutire, 'to

grunt, mutter', and see mutter. Cp. also ob-

mutescence.

Derivatives: mute, n. and tr. v., mute-ly, adv.,

mute-ness, n.

mutilate, tr. v., 1) to maim; 2) to destroy. — L.

mutildtus, pp. mutildre, 'to mutilate', fr. mutilus,

'maimed, mutilated', orig. meaning 'short', and

cogn. with Olr. mut, 'short', Gael, mutach,

'short and thick'. For the ending see verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: mutilation (q.v.), mutilat-ive, adj.,

mutilat-or, n., mutilat-ory, adj.

mutilation, n. — Late L. mulildtio, gen. -onis, fr.

L. mutildtus, pp. of mutildre. See prec. word and

-ion.

mutineer, n., 1) one guilty of mutiny; 2) intr. v.,

to mutiny. — F. mutinier (a word used in the

16th cent.), fr. mutin, 'mutinous'. See mutiny

and -eer.

mutinous, adj., disposed to mutiny, rebellious. —
See mutiny and -ous.

Derivatives: mutinous-ly, adv., mutinous-ness, n.

mutiny, n., rebellion. — Formed with subst. suff.

-y fr. obsol. mutine, 'a mutiny', fr. F. mutiner, 'to

rebel, mutiny', fr. mutin, 'mutinous, riotous,

unruly', fr. OF. muete, meute, 'riot, revolte'

(whence F. meute, 'pack of hounds; crowd,

mob, band'), fr. VL. mdvita, subst. use of movita,

fem. of movltus, corresponding to classical L.

mdtus,pp. oi movere, 'to move'. Cp. F. emeute

(fr. VL. *exmdvita), 'riot, tumult' (orig. 'move-

ment, motion"), and see move.

Derivative: mutiny, intr. v.

mutism, n., dumbness. — F. mutisme, a hybrid

coined fr. L. mUtus, 'dumb', and -isme, a suff. of

Greek origin. See mute and -ism.

mutoscope, n., a device conveying the impression

of a moving picture. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

mutdre, 'to change", and Gk. -tr/ioriov, fr. ctzo-

T.zb), "to look at, examine". See mutable and

-scope.

mutt, n. (slang), 1) a fool; 2) a mongrel dog. —
Prob. short for muttonhead.

mutter, v., to utter indistinctly. — ME. moteren,

multeren, from the I.-E. imitative base *mut-.



'to grunt, mutter', whence also L. muttire,

mutlre, 'to grunt, mutter', Lith. miite, Lett.

mute, 'mouth', ON. mudla, 'to murmur', OHG.

mutilon, 'to murmur, mutter; to drizzle'. Cp.

mot, motet, motto. Cp. also the imitative base

*mu-, whence Gk. [xueiv, 'to be shut or closed'

(said esp. of the lips and eyes). See 1st mystery

and cp. mute.

Derivatives: mutter, n., mutter-er, n., mutter-

ing-ly, adv.

mutton, n., the flesh of sheep. — ME. motoun, it.

OF. moton, mutton, 'a ram' (whence F. mouton,

'sheep'), fr. Gaul. L. *multdnem, ace. of *multo,

'sheep' (whence also OProveng. molto, 'wether'.

It. montone, 'a sheep'), which is of Celtic origin.

Cp. Gael, mult, Mir. molt, W. mollt, MBret.

mout, Bret, maut, 'wether'. Cp. also moutomie.

Derivative: mutton-y, adj.

mutual, adj., joint, reciprocal, done in common.

— ME. mutuall, fr. MF. (= F.) mutuel, fr. L.

mutuus, 'borrowed, lent; reciprocal, mutual',

which stands for *moitvos and is rel. to L. mu-

tare, 'to change'. See mutable and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: mutual-ism, n., mutual-ity, n., mu-

tual-ize, v., mutual-iz-ation, n., mutual-ly, adv.

mutule, n., an ornamental block projecting under

the corona of the cornice of the Doric order

(archit.) — F., fr. L. mutulus, 'mutule, modil-

lion', which is prob. of Etruscan origin and lit.

means 'something projecting', from the Etrus-

can base *mut-, 'to project', which appears in

many geographical names (e.g. in the name of

the town Mutena (now Modena). Cp. modillion.

muzhik, also moujik, n., a Russian peasant. —
Russ. muzhik, lit. 'a little man', dimin. of muzh,

'man, husband', fr. ORuss. muzi, fr. OSlav.

mQzi, 'man', which is cogn. with OI. manuh,

Goth, manna, OE. man, 'man'; see man. Peas-

ants were called 'little men', because according

to the ancient Russian law, peasants were re-

garded as minors.

muzzle, n., the projecting part of the head of an

animal; snout. — ME. musell, fr. OF. musel (F.

museau), fr. ML. musellum, dimin. of musum,

muzzle, snout", whence It. muso, OProven?.

mus, of s.m.; of unknown origin. Cp. muse.

Derivatives: muzzle, tr. v., muzzl-er, n.

muzzy, adj., confused; dazed. — Of unknown

origin.

Derivatives: muzzi-ly, adv., muzzi-ness, n.

my, possessive pron. of the 1st person sing., of

me, mine. — Early ME. mi, short for min, fr.

OE. min, 'my, of me'. The final n was dropped

in ME. before words beginning with consonants.

See mine, pron. For the loss of the n before

consonants cp. thy and a, form of the indef. art.

an before consonants.

my-, form of myo- before a vowel.

myalgia, n., muscular pain {med.) — Coined on

the analogy of neuralgia fr. Gk. (aOc 'muscle',

and aXyoq,, 'pain'. See myo- and -aigia.

Derivative: myalg-ic, adj.
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Mya, n., a genus of bivalves, the common long

clam {zool.) — L. mya, 'a kind of mussel', fr.

Gk. iJ.ua, which is rel. to iiO?, gen. [xuoi;,

'muscle'. See mussel and cp. muscle,

myalism, n., a kind of Negro witchcraft in West

India. — Prob. formed from a native word

with suff. -ism.

myall, n., any of several Australian acacias. —
From native name.

myall, n., a wild Australian native.— From Aus-

tralian native maial, 'wild'.

Derivative: myall, adj.

Myaria, n., a group of bivalves (zool.)— ModL.,

fr. Mya (q.v.)

myasthenia, n
.
, muscular weakness (med.)— Med-

ical L., coined fr. my- and Gk. aa^ivsix,

'weakness'. See asthenia,

myc-, form of myco- before a vowel.

mycelium, n., the thallus of a fungus (bot.) —
ModL., formed on the analogy oi epithelium fr.

Gk. (luxri?, 'fungus'. See myco-.

Derivatives: myceli-al, myceli-an, adj.

Mycenaean, adj., pertaining to Mycenae, an an-

cient city of Greece, or to the civilization that

flourished there and in Greece, Crete and Asia

Minor between 1500 and 1 100 B.C.E.^ Form-

ed with suff. -an fr. L. Mycenaeus, ir. Gk.

M'JKTjvotiot;, "of Mycenae', fr. Muxrjvat, Mu-

XT]V7), 'Mycenae'.

mycet-, form of myceto- before a vowel.

-mycete, combining form denoting one of a (spec-

ified) group of fungi. — Fr. -mycctes.

-mycetes, combining form denoting large groups

of fungi (bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. iJnixy)T£(;, pi. of

(jiuxTji;, 'fungus'. See myco-.

myceto-, before a vowel mycet-, combining form

meaning 'fungus' (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

piuxT,?, gen. (xuxiQTot;, 'fungus'. See myco-.

mycetoma, n., a disease of the skin and under-

lying tissue, esp. of the foot, caused by fungoid

bacteria (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. mycet-

and suff. -oma.

myco-, before a vowel myc-, combining form

meaning 'fungus', as in mycology. — Fr. Gk.

^LW.r.i, gen. (x>jxy)to!;, 'fungus', fr. I.-E.

*(s)meuq-, 'to slip, slippery, slimy', whence also

Gk. n'i^a, 'mucus of the nose, slime', L. mucus,

'mucus of the nose'. Seemucus and cp. mycelium,

Mycteria, mycteric, myxo-, and the second ele-

ment in Actinomyces, phycomyces.

mycology, n., that branch of botany which deals

with fungi. — Compounded of myco- and Gk.

-Ao-'ia. fr. -Aovo;, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy,

mycorhiza, mycorrhiza, n., mycelium found on

the roots of various trees (bot.) — ModL., com-

pounded of myco- and Gk. pi^a, 'root'. See

rhizo-.

mycosis, n., 1) the growth of parasitic fungi in the

body ; 2) disease caused by parasitic fungi (med.)

— Medical L., formed fr. myc- and suff. -osis.
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mycotic, adj., pertaining to, or caused by, myco-
sis. — See prec. word and -otic.

Mycteria, n., a genus of birds, the American
wood ibis (ornithol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. jj,uxtt]p,

'nose', lit. 'the mucous organ', rel. to [Jtu^a,

'mucus of the nose, slime', and cogn. with L.

mucus, 'nasal mucus'. See mucus and cp. myco-

and next word.

mycteric, adj., pertaining to the nasal cavities.

(anat.) — Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. [iux-

TTjp, 'nose'. See prec. word.

Mydaus, n., the genus consisting of the teledu

(zool.)— ModL., fr. Gk. [luSav, 'to be damp or

clammy', fr. |jHj8o?, 'damp, moisture, clammi-

ness', fr. I.-E. base *meu-, 'whet, moist'. See

mother, 'dregs', and words there referred to and
cp. esp. Myzostoma.

mydriasis, n., dilation of the pupil of the eye

(med.) — L., fr. Gk. [xuSpiaoii;, which is of un-

certain origin. For the ending see suif. -iasis.

mydriatic, adj., causing dilation of the pupil of

the eye (med.) — See prec. word and 1st -atic.

myel-, form of myelo- before a vowel.

myelencephalon, n., the posterior part of the

rhombencephalon ; the afterbrain (anat. and em-
bryol.)— Compounded of myel- and encephalon.

The term myelencephalon was introduced by the

English naturalist Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-

95). Cp. metencephalon and rhombencephalon.

myelic, adj., pertaining to the spinal cord (anat.)

— Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. (aueXoi;,

'marrow'. See myelo-.

myelin, myeline, n., a soft material found in nerve

tissue (anat. and biochem.) — G. Myelin, coined

by its discoverer, the German pathologist Ru-
dolf Ludwig Karl Virchow (1821-1902) in 1854

fr. Gk. [xusXo;, 'marrow' (see myelo-), and suff.

-in.

myelitis, n., inflammation of the spinal cord

(med.)— Medical L., formed fr. myel- with suff.

-itis. Cp. osteomyelitis.

myelo-, before a vowel myel-, combining form
meaning 'marrow; the spinal cord' (med.) —
Gk. (xusXo-, (X'jeX-, fr. (jueXo?, 'marrow'; of

uncertain origin.

myeloid, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, the

spinal cord (anat.) — Compounded ofmyel- and

Gk. -oeiSy)?, 'like', fr. elSo;, 'form, shape'. See

-old.

myeloma, n., tumor of the bone marrow (med.)—
Coined fr. myel- and -oma.

myelon, n., the spinal cord (anat.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. [xueXo?, 'marrow'. See myelo-.

Derivatives: myelon-al, myelon-ic, adjs.

Myiarchus, n., a genus of tyrant flycatchers (en-

tomol.) — ModL., lit. 'chief of the flies', fr. Gk.
(jtuia, 'fly', and i.py(>c, 'leader, chief, ruler'. For
the first element see midge and cp. words there

referred to, for the second element see -arch.

myiasis, n., disease caused by the larvae of flies

(med.)— Medical L., formed with suff. -iasis fr.

Gk. (iuTa, 'fly'. See prec. word.

mylo-, before a vowel myl-, combining form
meaning 'molar', as in Mylodon. — Gk. [xuXo-,

|jiuX-, fr. (jtijXT), 'mill', in the pi. also 'molar

teeth'. See mill for grinding and cp. words there

referred to.

Mylodon, n., an extinct genus of giant sloths (j>a-

leontol.) — Compounded of myl- and Gk.
oSciv, gen. oSiv-roi;, 'tooth'. See odonto-.

myna, mynah, n., a South-Indian bird of the

starling family (Acridotheres tristis) — Hind.

maina.

Mynheer, n., 1) Sir; 2) (not cap.) a Dutchman.—
Du. mijnheer, 'sir', compounded of mijn, 'my,

mine', and heer, 'master, lord, sir'. For the first

element see mine, pron. The second element is

rel. to G. Herr, 'master, lord' ; see Herr.

myo-, before a vowel my-, combining form mean-

ing 'muscle' (anat.) — Gk. |j,uo-, (au-, fr. |jtu:;,

'mouse; muscle'. See muscle and cp. Mya, amy-

ous, perimysium.

myocarditis, n., inflammation of the myocardium
(med.) — Medical L., formed fr. myocardium

with suff". -itis.

myocardium, n., the muscle of the heart (anat.)—
Medical L., compounded of myo- and Gk. xap-

Sta, 'heart'. See cardiac.

myogenic, adj., of muscular origin. — Com-
pounded of myo- and -genie.

myograph, n., an instrument for recording mus-

cular contraction (physiol.) — From myograph-

ion, a name coined by the German physiologist

Emil Du Bois-Reymond (1818-96), the inventor

of this instrument, fr. myo- and Gk. -yp^foc,,

fr. Ypa9£iv, 'to write'. See -graph.

myology, n., that part of anatomy which deals

with the muscles. — Compounded of myo- and

Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: myolog-ic, myolog-ic-al, adjs.,

myolog-ist, n.

myoma, n., a tumor composed of muscular tissue

(med.) — Medical L., formed fr. my- and suflT.

-oma. Cp. leiomyoma.

Derivative: myomat-ous, adj.

myopathy, n., any disease of the muscles (med.)

— Compounded of myo- and Gk. -tia.^zix,

fr. TTdc&oc;, 'suffering'. See -pathy.

myope, n., a shortsighted person. — F., fr. Late

L. myops, gen. myopis, fr. Gk. [juicoij^, gen. [jiijoj-

TToq, 'shortsighted', lit. 'closing the eyes', com-
pounded of ixijciv, 'to be shut or closed' (said

esp. of the lips and eyes); 'to shut or close the

lips or eyes', and diy, gen. ii-hc, 'the eye'. See

1 St mystery, -ops, and -ous.

Derivatives: myop-ic, myop-ic-al, adjs., myop-

ic-al-ly, adv.

myopia, n., shortsightedness. — Medical L., fr.

Late L. myops, gen. myopis. Set prec. word.

myosin, n., a protein occurring in muscle {bio-

chem.) — Coined fr. Gk. (xOi;, gen. (jlu6i;,

'muscle' (see myo-), and chem. suff. -in.



myosis

myosis, n., excessive contraction of the pupil of

the eye (med.) — Medical L., formed with suff.

-osis fr. Gk. [ausiv. See myope.

Myosotis, n., a genus of plants, the forget-me-not

(hot.)— ModL., fr. L. myosotis, 'mouse-ear', fr.

Gk. jiuoCTcoTis, lit. 'mouse's ear', fr. fjxiq, gen.

[xuoi;, 'mouse', and oO?, gen. <ot6<;, 'ear' (see

myo- and oto-) ; so called in allusion to the shape

of the short leaves.

Myosurus, n., a genus of plants, the mousetail

(/jof.) — ModL., lit. 'mouse's tail', fr. Gk. nug,

gen. (iuo;, 'mouse', and oupa, 'tail'. See myo-

and uro-, 'tail-'.

myotic, adj., pertaining to, or causing, myosis. —
See myosis and -otic,

myria-, before a vowel myri-, combining form

meaning 1) 'ten thousand' (in the names of

weights and measures), as in myriameter = 'ten

thousand meters'; 2) 'very numerous', as in

myriapod, lit. 'that which has very many legs'.

Fr. Gk. ij-upia?, 'a myriad'. See next word.

myriad, n., 1) the number ten thousand; 2) a very

great number; adj., very numerous. — Gk.

(xOpia?, gen. fxupLaSo?, 'the number ten ^thou-

sand', fr. jiijpioi, 'ten thousand', fr. [Aupioi;,

'numberless, countless', which is of uncertain

origin. For the ending see suff. -ad.

myriapod, adj., pertaining to the Myriapoda. —
See next word.

Myriapoda, n., pi., a group of arthropods {zool.)

— ModL., lit. 'having very many legs', com-

pounded of myria- and Gk. ttou?, gen. ttoSoc;,

'foot'. See podo-.

Derivatives: myriapod-an, myriapod-ous, adjs.

Myrica, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — L. myrica,

'tamarisk', fr. Gk. li'JpiKT), which is perh.^ a

Sem. loan word of the same origin as Gk. y.'jp-

pa, 'myrrh'. See myrrh.

Myricaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (hot.) —
ModL., formed f.- prec. word with suff. -aceae.

myricaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

myring-, form of myringo- before a vowel.

myringa, n., the tympanic membrane (anal.) —
ModL., fr. ML. miringa, dissimilated fr. Late L.

meninga, miniiiga, fr. Gk. (xt;viy;, gen. [iTj-

vtvvoi:, 'membrane'. See meninx.

myringitis, n., inflammation of the tympanic

membrane (med.) — A Medical L. hybrid coin-

ed fr. myringa and -itis, a suff. of Greek ori-

gin.

myringo-, before a vowel myring-, combining

form denoting the tympanic membrane. — See

myringa.

Myriophyllum, n., a genus of plants, the water

milfoil (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. 'jLupiotp'/AAov,

'the water milfoil', which is compounded of

uupioc, 'numberless", and o-ja/ov, 'leaf (see

myriad and phyllo-); so called in allusion to the

countless divisions of the leaves.

myriorama, n., a large picture made up of a num-

ber of small pictures. — Compounded of myri-

and Gk. opafxa, 'that which is seen, view, sight',
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fr. opav, 'to see'. See cosmorama and cp. words

there referred to.

myristic, adj., pertaining to a crystalline acid

(chem.) — See next word.

Myristica, n., a genus of tropical trees (bot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. (jLupioxixoi;, 'fragrant', fr. (i'Jpi-

Ceiv, 'to anoint', fr. jjiupov, 'sweet oil, unguent'.

See smear and cp. the first element in myro-

balan.

Myristicaceae, n., pi., the nutmeg family (bot.)—
ModL., formed fr. Myristica with suff. -aceae.

myristicaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

myrmeco-, combining form meaning 'ant'. — Gk.

(jLupurjXO-, fr. [iupfJ-il^, gen. iiup[iT)Xoc, 'ant',

which is cogn. with OL vamrdh, L.formica, 'ant'.

See formic,

myrmecology, n., that branch of entomology

which deals with ants. — Compounded of

myrmeco- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyoc;, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner); one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: myrmecolog-ic-al, adj., myrme-

colog-ist, n.

Myrmecophaga, n., a genus of animals, the ant

bear (zool.) — ModL., compounded of myr-

meco- and the stem of Gk. <?(xyzXv, 'to eat'. See

-phagous.

Myrmecophagidae, n., pi., the anteater family

(zool.) — ModL., formed from prec. word with

suff. -idae.

myrmecophagous, adj., feeding on ants. — Com-

pounded of myrmeco- and Gk. -tpayoq, 'eater

of, from the stem of (pavetv, 'to eat'. See

-phagous.

Myrmidon, n., 1) one of a warlike people of

Thessaly, subjects of Achilles; 2) (not cap.), an

inferior who executes orders without pity. —
Gk. M'jp[xi.86vE!;, 'the Myrmidons', a warlike

people of Thessaly, lit., 'the people of bugbears',

fr. [xupiJio; (Hesychius), 'dread, terror'. See

mormo.

myrobalan, n., the dried astringent fruit of vari-

ous tropical trees. — F., fr. L. myrobalanum, fr.

Gk. |j.upo[iaAavov, 'balsam made from a palm

nut', which is compounded of ij.upcv, 'sweet

juice, sweet oil, unguent, balsam', and ."iiXavrj;,

'acorn, nut'. For the first element see smear and

cp. Myristica and the first element in next w ord,

for the second element see balano-.

Myroxylon, n., a genus of tropical American

trees (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

(iupov, 'sweet juice, sweet oil', and I'jA'jv,

'wood'. See smear and xylo- and cp. Myristica

and the first element in prec. word.

myrrh, an aromatic resinous gum. — ME. myrre,

fr.OE.m>T/-a,fr.L.m>T/-/ia,fr.Gk.n'Jppa, 'myrrh,

the juice of the Arabian myrtle', a word of Sem.

origin. Cp. Heb. mor, Aram, mora, Syr. miird,

Arab, murr, Akkad. murru, 'myrrh', lit. 'the gum

with the bitter taste' , rel. to Heb. mar (contraction

ofmaTOr),Aram.-Syr. mar (contraction ofm rar),

Arab., Ethiop. marra 'was bitter', AkkaJ. ma-

raru, 'to be bitter', Heb. mar, Arab, murr,

Akkad. marru, 'bitter'. See Marah and cp.

Myrica and myrtle.

Derivatives: myrrh-ic, adj., myrrh-y, adj.

Myrsinaceae, n. pi., a family of tropical trees and

shrubs (hot.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-aceae fr. Gk. [xupaivT], 'myrtle' (prop. fem. of

the adjective [jLupCTivoc, 'of the myrtle'), fr. \>.i>p-

To;, 'myrtle'. See myrtle.

myrsinaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Myrtaceae, n. pi., the myrtle family. — Formed

with suff. -aceae fr. L. myrtus. See Myrtus.

Myrtilus, n., the charioteer of Oenomaus (Gree/c

mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. MuprtXoc;, fr. liupxiXo);,

'of the myrtle', fr. jiup-roi;. See next word.

myrtle, n., any shrub of the genus Myrtus.— OF.

myrtille, fr. ML. myrtillus, dimin. formed fr. L.

murtus, myrtus, fr. Gk. [xupTo?, 'myrtle', which

is a Sem. loan word of the same origin as Gk.

(iiippS, 'myrrh'; see Heinrich Lewy, Die semi-

tischen Fremdworter im Griechischen, Berlin,

1895, p. 43. See myrrh and cp. Myrsinaceae,

Myrtus, Myrtilus. Cp. also martello tower.

Myrtus, n., a genus of plants, the myrtle (bot.) —
L. myrtus, 'myrtle'. See myrtle.

myself, emphatic pron. of the 1st person sing. —
ME. meself, compounded of me, acc.-dat. of

ich, i, T, and self. See me and self.

Mysidacea, n., an order of crustaceans (zool.) —
ModL., formed fr. Mysidae with suff. -acea.

Mysidae, n. pi., a family of crustaceans (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk. |j.uCTt!;,

'a closing (of the lips or eyes'), fr. jiijeiv. See

1st mystery.

mystagogic, adj., pertaining to a mystagogue or

mystagogy. — See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

mystagogue, n., a person who initiates into mys-

teries. — L. mystagogus, fr. Gk. ixudTaytOY^?,

'initiator into mysteries', which is compounded

of jjLUCTTT];, 'one initiated into the mysteries',

and aycoyk, 'leading; a leader'. See 1st mystery

and -agogue.

mystagogy, n., the teachings of a mystagogue. —
See prec. word and -y (representing Gk. -ta}.

mysterious, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L.

mysterium. See 1st mystery.

Derivatives: mysterious-ly, adv., mysterious-

ness, n.

mystery, n., a secret. — ME. mysterie, fr. L.

mysterium, fr. Gk. iiua—i^fio-j, 'secret rite, mys-

tery', usually in the pi. [j.'jaTT,ptx, 'the mysteries,

secret rites', fr. w'j<!~r,:. 'one initiated into the

mysteries', prob. meaning lit. 'one whose eyes

are closed', fr. ji'jsiv (for *jj,'j<5i£iv), 'to be shut

or closed' (said esp. of the lips and eyes); 'to

shut or close the lips or eyes; to shut, close',

which derives fr. jiO, "a muttering sound made
with the lips, a groan', from the I.-E. imitative

base *mB-, 'to mutter'. Cp. Lett, mu-s-indt, 'to

murmur, whisper', L. mH (in mU facere, 'to

mutter'), mU-tus, 'dumb', which also derive from

the I.-E. base *m«-, and see mute. Cp. also the

first element in myope, Mysidae, mystagogue,

mystic.

mystery, n., a trade, handicraft, guild (arch.) —
ME. mistere, later mistery, fr. ML. misterium,

fr. L. ministerium, 'service', fr. minister, 'servant'.

See minister and cp. ministry and metier, which

are doublets of mystery. ML. misterium was in-

fluenced in form by L. mysterium. See 1st mys-

tery.

mystic, adj., occult, mysterious. — ME. mistik,

fr. L. mysticus, fr. Gk. [xucttikoi;, 'pertaining to

secret rites', prop, 'pertaining to an initiated',

fr. [xiJCTTyjc, 'an initiated'. See 1st mystery and

adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: mystic, n., mystic-al, adj., mystic-

al-ly, adv., mystic-ism, n.

mystification, n. — See next word and -ation.

mystify, tr. v., to puzzle; bewilder.— F. mystifier.

See mystic and -fy.

myth, n., 1) story, legend; 2) a fictitious person.

— Late L. mythos, fr. Gk. (xuS^o?, 'a word,

speech, tale, legend', which is of uncertain

origin.

mythic, also mythical, adj. — Late L. mythicus,

fr. Gk. [jiu^ixo!;, 'mythic, legendary', fr. (.tu^o;.

See myth and adj. suflf. -ic.

Derivatives: mythic-al, adj., mythic-al-ly, adv.

mythicize, tr. v., to make into a myth, treat as a

myth. — See mythic and -ize.

mythico-, combining form meaning 'mythical

and'. — Fr. Gk. \x\>^\.v.(>q, 'mythic'. See mythic.

mytho-, combining form meaning 'myth', as in

mythology. — Gk. |jlu»o-, fr. \i.\i^oc„ 'myth'.

See myth.

mythography, n., the graphic representation of

myth.— Compounded of mytho- and Gk. -ypa-

90?, fr. Yp(x9Eiv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

mythological, also mythologic, adj., pertaining to

mythology. — Late L. mythologicus, fr. Gk.

[jLu^oXoyixo?, fr. ixO^^oXoyta. See mythology and

-ic, -ical.

Derivative: mythological-ly, adv.

mythology, n., 1) the science of myths; 2) a col-

lection of myths. — Fr. Late L. mythologia

(prob. through the medium of F. mythologie), fr.

Gk. ixuS-oAovia, which is compounded of jx'J-

Soc, 'word, speech, tale, legend', and -Xoyia,

fr. -\6yrjQ, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner) ; one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

-logy.

Derivatives: mytholog-ist, n., mytholog-ize, intr.

v., mytholog-iz-er, n.

mythomania, n, a morbid tendency to lie and

exaggerate (med,) — Medical L., compounded

of mytho- and Gk. uxvia, 'madness, frenzy'.

See mania.

Derivative: mythomani-ac, n. and adj.

mythopoeic, mythopeic, adj., making myths. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. jij&oTToioc,

'mythmaking', which is compounded of [iOT>0(;,

'word speech, tale, legend', and the stem of

noieiv, 'to make'. See poet.
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mythopoetic, adj., mythopoeic. — Compounded

of mytho- and Gk. ttoit^tikoi;, 'capable of

making; pertaining to poetry, poetical'. See

poetic.

Mytilus, n., a genus of marine mussels (zool.) —
L. mytilus, fr. Gk. [iSTiXo?, 'sea mussel', which

prob. derives fr. [iu;, 'mouse; mussel'. See

mouse and cp. niche.

myx-, form of myxo- before a vowel.

myxedema, myxoedema, n., a morbid condition

of the skin caused by a mucoid substance (med.)

— Medical L., coined by William Miller Ord

(1834-1902) in 1877 fr. Gk. (iu^a, 'mucus of the

nose, slime', and otSrjixot, 'a swelling'. See

myxo- and edema.

Myxine, n., a genus of fishes, the typical hagfish

(ichthyol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. [jtu^ivo;, 'slime

fish', fr. fiu^a, 'shme'. See myxo-.

myxo-, before a vowel myx-, combining form

meaning 'slime, mucus', as in Myxomycetes

(med.) — Gk. fxu^o-, '\)Mii-, fr. Jjni^a, 'mucus

of the nose, slime'. See myco- and cp. Myxa.

myxoma, n., a tumor made up of mucous tissue

(med.) — Medical L., formed fr. myx- and suff.

-oma.

Derivative: myxomat-ous, adj.

myxomatosis, n., the presence of myxomas in the

body (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. myxoma
with suff. -osis.

Myxomycetes, n., pi., the slime molds (hot.) —
ModL., compounded ofmyxo- and -mycetes.

Myzostoma, n., a genus of parasitic animals

(zool.)— ModL., compounded of Gk. [xut^eiv, 'to

suck', and cTOfxa, 'mouth'. The first element

stands for *[xii8isiv, and is rel. to (xuSo?, 'damp,

clamminess'. See mother, 'dregs', and words

there referred to and cp. esp. Mydaus. For the

second element see stoma.

N
Naaman, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, an Ara-

mean general cured of leprosy by Elisha.— Heb.

Na'dmdn, lit. 'pleasantness', from the stem of

nd^em 'was pleasant or lovely', whence also

nd'tm, 'pleasant, lovely', no'am, 'pleasantness,

loveliness', and the PN's Na^dmd , No'omi; rel.

to Arab, nd'ima, 'was easy or pleasant', dn'ama,

'he granted a favor, favored'. Cp. enam, Naomi.

Cp. also anemone.

Naassenes, n., pi., a sect of Gnostics who regarded

the serpent as the symbol of wisdom. They were

called also Ophites. — Fr. Heb. ndhdsh, 'ser-

pent', which is rel. to Arab, hdnash, 'serpent,

viper'.

nab, tr. v., to seize, catch. — Prob. a var. of dial.

E. nap, 'to seize', which is of Scand. origin; cp.

Dan. nappe, 'to pinch', Swed. and Norw. nappa,

'to snatch'. Cp. also the second element in

kidnap. Cp. also nobble.

Derivative: nabb-er, n.

Nabataean, Nabatean, n,, 1) a member of an an-

cient people of Arabia; 2) the Aramaic dialect

spoken by this people. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. Nabataeus, fr. Gk. Na^axaTo;, fr. Arab.

Ndbatu, which is usually connected with Ne-

baioth, the first-born son of Ishmael (see Gen.

25 : 13). See Gesenius-Buhl, HWAT., p. 480.

Derivative; Nabat(d)ean, adj.

nabk, n., Christ's-thorn. — Arab, ndbiqa .

nabia, n., an ancient musical instrument. — Gk.

vipXa, fr. Aram, nabhla, fr. Heb. nebhel, name
of a stringed instrument, fr. nebhel, 'a large jar'

;

so called after its original shape.

nabob, n., 1) a native deputy in India; 2) a Euro-

pean who has come home from India with a

great fortune; 3) a very rich man. — Hind.

nawwdb, nabdb, fr. Arab, nuwwab, pi. of nd'ib,

'deputy, proxy, lieutenant governor', prop. act.

part, of ndba (fr. base n-w-b), "he took a person's

place'. The pi. nuwwdb is used as a plural of

dignity and has, accordingly, singular meaning.

Cp. nawab.

nacarat, n., 1) the color geranium lake; 2) fine

crepe or linen of this color. — Sp. nacarado, fr.

ndcar, 'mother-of-pearl'. See 1st nacre.

nacelle, n., 1) the basket attached to a balloon;

2) part ofan airship containing the engines, crew,

cargo, etc. — F., fr. VL. naucella, fr. Late L.

«avjce//a (whence also It. navicella), 'a little ship',

dimin. of L. ndvis, 'ship'. See naval and -ella.

nacre, n., mother-of-pearl. — F., fr. It. naccaro

(now nacchera), fr. Arab, naqqdra , 'a drum', fr.

ndqra'', 'hollow, cavity', fr. ndqara, 'he hollowed

out, bored out', which is rel. to Heb. ndqdr,

Aram.-Syr. n^qar, 'he bored, bored out, dug',

Heb. niqrd'' or neqdrd'', 'hole, crevice', Ethiop.

naqqdra, 'he was one-eyed', Akkad. naqdru, 'to

pull down, destroy'. Cp. naker.

Derivatives: nacr-ed, nacre-ous, adjs.

nacre, adj., iridescent like nacre. — F. nacre, pp.

of nacrer, 'to give a pearly luster to', fr. nacre.

See nacre, n.

nadir, n., the point opposite the zenith; the point

directly under one's feet; the lowest point. —
ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. Arab, naztr in the term

naztr assamt, lit. '(the point) opposite to the zen-

ith', fr. ndqara, 'he looked at ; he considered, ex-

amined', which is rel. to Heb. ndtzdr, 'he watch-

ed over, guarded', Aram.-Syr. n tor, ofs.m.,Ethi-

op. nafdra, 'he looked at, observed', Akkad.

nafdru, 'to watch over, protect'. Cp. nazir.

nadorite, n., a lead chloride and stibnite (mineral.)

— Named after Jebel Nador in the department

of Constantine in Algeria. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

naevus, n. — See nevus.

nag, n., a small riding horse, pony. — ME. nagge,

rel. to Du. negge, neg.

nag, v., to worry persistently.— Of Scand. origin.

Cp. ON. gnaga, dial. Swed. and Norw. nagga,

'to gnaw', which are rel. to OE. gnagan, 'to

gnaw'. See gnaw.

Derivatives: nag, r\.,nagg-er, n., nagg-ing, n. and

adj., nagg-ing-ly, adv., nagg-ing-ness, n.

Naga, n., a mythical being with a human face and

the tail of a serpent (Hindu mythol.) — OI.

ndgdh, 'serpent', of uncertain origin.

nagana, n., an infectious cattle disease caused by

the tsetse fly. — From Zulu name.

Nagari, n., Devanagari. — OI. ndgari '(the script

of) the city', prob. of Dravidian origin; cp. Ta-

mil nakar, 'house, palace, temple, dwelling,

town, city', Telugu nagaru, 'palace'. Cp. the sec-

ond element in Devanagari.

nagor, n., a West African antelope. — F., coined

by the French naturalist Comte Georges-Louis

Leclerc de Buffon (1707-88).

nagyagite, n., a sulfid of lead, gold, tellurium and

antimony (mineral.) — G. Nagyagit, named in

1845 by the Austrian mineralogist Wilhelm Karl

von Haidinger (1795-1871) after Nagydg in

Hungary (now Sdcdrdmbu in Romania). The

ending -it goes back to Gk. -itt;;; see subst.

suff. -ite.

Nahuatl, n., the language of the Aztecs. — Sp.,

fr. Nahuatl.

Derivatives: Nahuatl-an, adj. and n.

Nahum, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the seventh

in the order of the Twelve Prophets ; he lived in

the 7th cent. B.C.E. and predicted the downfall

of Niniveh (which took place in 612). — Heb.

Nahum, lit. 'rich in comfort, comforter', from

the stem n-h-m, 'to be sorry, repent, con-

sole oneself, whence niljidm, 'he comforted.
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consoled', ndljam, 'repentance', rfjfdmd , 'com-

fort, consolation', tanhum, 'consolation'; rel.

to Arab, ndhama, 'he breathed pantingly'.

Cp. Nehemiah.

naiad, n., a water nymph (Greek mythol.) — L.

ndias, gen. ndiadis, fr. Gk. vS'tac, vaiaSo?,

'river nymph, water nymph'; rel. to vato (for

*vaftw), 'I flow', fr. I.-E. *snau-, whence also

OI. sjiduti, 'drips'. I.-E. *sndu- is an eillarged

form of base *snd-, seen in L. no, ndre, 'to swim'.

See natation and words there referred to and cp.

esp. Nama.
Naiadaceae, n., pi., the pondweed family (iof.)—
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. L. ndias,

gen. naiadis. See prec. word.

naiadaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

naiant, adj., swimming (said of a fish represented

horizontally) (her.) — OF. noiant (through the

medium of AF. *naiant), pres. part of noier,

noer, 'to swim', fr. VL. *nautare, a blend of L.

nauta, 'sailor', and natdre, 'to swim'. See na-

tation and -ant.

Naias, n., a genus of aquatic plants (bot.) — L.

ndias, 'a naiad'. See naiad.

naif, adj., naive. — See naive.

nailt, naique, n., 1) a title of honor; 2) a native

non-commissioned officer in the British India

army. — Hind, ndyak, fr. OI. ndyakah, 'leader,

chief, general', fr. ndyati, 'leads', which is rel. to

Avestic nayeiti, 'leads', and cogn. with Hitt.

ndi-, ne-, 'to guide, lead', Mir. ne, nia, 'hero,

warrior'.

nail, n., 1) the horny substance on the ends of the

fingers and toes; 2) a small spike of metal or

wood. — ME. naile, neil, fr. OE. niegl, nseget,

'fingernail; metal nail, peg', rel. to OS., OHG.
nagal, OFris. neil, MDu. naghel, Du., MHO.,
G. nagel, 'fingernail; metal nail', ON. nagi, 'fin-

gernail', nagli, 'metal nail', Goth, ganagljan, 'to

nail', fr. I.-E. base *nogho-. *ngho-, *ongho-,

'nail', whence also OI. dnghrih, amhrih, 'foot',

Gk. 6w5, L. unguis, 'nail, claw', OSlav. noga,

Russ. noga, Czech and Slovak noha, 'foot', Lith.

nagd, 'hoof, ndgas, Lett, nags, 'nail', OPruss.

nage, 'foot', OSlav. nogHtl, 'nail, claw', Lith.

nagiitis, OPruss. nagutis, 'fingernail', Olr. ingen,

OW. eguin, W., Co., ewin, Bret, iwin, 'nail, claw'.

Cp. OI. nakhdh, Pers. ndxun, 'nail, claw', where

qh- (for gh-) is prob. due to Caucasian influence.

— Cp. agnail. Cp. also onyx, ungual.

Derivatives: nail, v. (q.v.), nail-less, adj.

nail, tr. v., to fasten with a nail or nails. — ME.
nailen, fr. OE. nseglian, fr. nsegel, 'nail'; rel. to

OS. neglian, ON. negta, OHG. negilen, MHG.
negeten, nagelen, G. ndgeln, Goth, ganagljan, 'to

nail'. See nail, n.

Derivatives: nail-er, n., nait-ery, n., nail-ing, adj.

nainsook, n., a fine cotton fabric. — Hind, nain-

sukh, compounded of nain, 'eye', and sukh,

'pleasure'. The first element derives fr. OI.

nayanam, 'eye', which is prob. a derivative of

I.-E.base'n/-, 'to shine', whence possibly alsoOI.
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mlalj, 'blue, dark blue'; see lilac. The second

element comes fr. OI. sukhdh, 'ease, comfort,

pleasure, enjoyment'.

naive, naive, adj., natural, ingenuous, innocent,

artless. — F. naive, fem. of naif, fr. L. ndtlvus,

'born, innate, natural, not artificial'. See native.

Derivatives: naive-ly, adv., naive-ness, n.

na'ivete, also naivete, n., ingenuousness, artless-

ness. — F. naivete, fr. naif, fem. natve. See prec.

word and cp. nativity.

naivety, n. — Anglicized form of F. naivele. See

prec. word.

naked, adj., entirely unclothed; bare; nude. —
ME. naked, fr. OE. nacod, rel. to OFris. nakad,

MDu. naket, Du. naakt, OHG. nackot, nackut,

MHG. nacket, G. nackt, ON. nokkvidr, OSwed.

nakuper, Goth, naqaps, 'naked', fr. I.-E. *nog^o-

dho-; cogn. with L. nddus [fr. *now(e)dos, for

I.-E. *nog"edhos\, Olr. nocht, W. noeth, Bret,

noaz (for *nog^tos), 'naked'. Cp.—with -no-for-

mative element—ON. nakinn, Swed., Norw.,

OFris. naken, Dan. negen, and OI. nagndh,

Avestic mayna- (prob. dissimilated fr. *naynd-),

'naked'. Cp. also OSlav. nagu (for *nog'^'-), Lith.

nuogas (for *ndgo-), and Gk. r^li.-^6c;, also

Xujivoc; (Hesychius), which prob. owe their

forms to dissimilation (see Boisacq, DELG., p.

158 s.v. yufivoi;, Hofmann, EWG., p. 49 s.v.

-{x>\jy6Q, and Walde-Hofmann, LEW., II, p.

185 s.v. nudus). Hitt. nekumanza and Arm. merk

(for *meg^ro-; cp. Avestic mayna-) are cogn.

with the above words (see Frisk, GEW., I,

p. 333 s.v. yufivo? ). Cp. gymno-, nude.

naker, n., a kettledrum. — ME. nakere, fr. OF.

nacre, fr. It. nacchera, 'kettledrum', fr. Arab.

naqqdra'', 'drum'. See 1st nacre.

Nakshatra, n., lunar asterisms; daughters of

Daksha and wives ofthe moon in Hindu mythol.

— OI. ndkfatra-, lit. 'rulers of the night', fr. ndk

(for *ndkl), 'night', and ksalrdm, 'rule'. For the

first element see night. The second element is rel.

to OI. kfdyati, 'rules, possesses', and cogn. with

Gk. xTao[j.ai, 'I get, acquire'. See check, 'a sud-

den stop', and cp. shah.

Nama, n., a genus of plants also called Hydrolea

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. va|xa, 'stream', lit.

'anything flowing', fr. vico, 'I flow'. See naiad.

namable, nameable, adj., capable of being named.

— Formed fr. name, v., with suff. -able.

Derivative: nam-abil-ity, name-abil-ity, n.

namda, numda, n., a felt rug, a saddlecloth (India)

— Hind, namdd, fr. Pers. namad, 'feh'.

namby-pamby, adj., insipid, feebly sentimental.

— Formed from the name of Ambrose Philips

(1675 7-1749), in ridicule of his pastoral poems.

Derivatives: namby-pamby, n., namby-pamb-ic-

al, adj., namby-pamb-i-ness, n., namby-pamby-

ish, adj., namby-pamby-ism, n.

name, n. — ME. name, fr. OE. nama, rel. to

OFris. nama, OS., OHG. namo, MDu., MHG.,
G- name, Du. naam, ON. nafn (for *namn), Dan.

navn. Swed. and Norw. namn, Goth, namo.
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'name', fr. I.-E. base *enomen, *onomen, *nd-

men, whence also OI. nama, Avestic nama, Toch.

A mm, B nem, Hitt. Idman (formed with dissim-

ilation fr. *naman). Arm. anun (gen. anuan), Gk.

ovo^ia (dial, form 6vu(Aa), Alb. emen, L. no-

men, OSlav. imq (gen. imene, imeni), OPruss.

emmens, emnes, Olr. ainm, OW. anu (pi. enuein),

W. enw, Co. hanow, 'name'. Outside Indo-

European cp. Lapp, namma, Finn, nime-. Hung.

nev, 'name'. Cp. agnomen, allonym, anonymous,

antonomasia, antonym, cognomen, cryptonyra,

denominate, eponym, Evonymus, homonym,

ignominy, Jerome, metonymy, metronymic, mis-

nomer, nom, nomen, nomenclator, nomenclature,

nominal, nominate, nominative, noun, nuncupa-

tive, onomastic, onomato-, paronomasia, paro-

nymous, patronymic, polyonymous, praenomen,

pseudonym, renown, synonym, toponym, trino-

minal.

Derivatives: name, v. (q.v.), name-less, adj.,

name-ly, adv.

name, tr. v. — ME. namen, fr. OE. namian, fr.

nama, 'name'. See name, n.

Derivatives: name-able, nam-ahle, adjs., name-

abil-ity, n., nam-abil-ity, n., nam-er, n.

namesake, n., a person having the same name as

an other. — Contraction of name^s sake. Name-

sake lit. denotes 'a person named for the sake of

another's name'.

nan-, form of nano-, before a vowel.

Nancy, fem. PN. — Prob. from a misdivision of

mine Ancy into my Nancy. Ancy is a dimin. form

of ME. Annis, 'Agnes'. See Agnes. For a similar

misdivision cp. Nanny.

nanism, n., dwarfishness. — F. nanisme, formed

with suff'. -isme fr. L. nanus, fr. Gk. vavo?, vxv-

vo?, 'dwarf, which is of uncertain etymology.

It is perh. a child's lip word and rel. to vavva?,

vEvvoi;, 'uncle', vavva, 'aunt'. See nun and -ism.

nankeen, also nankin, n., a kind of cotton cloth.

— From Nankin, name of a town in China ; so

called because orig. made at Nankin.

nano-, before a vowel nan-, combining form

meaning 'dwarf, dwarfish'. — Gk. vavo-, vav-,

fr. vavo;, 'dwarf. See nanism.

Nanny, fem. PN. — Dimin. of Nan, which prob.

arose from a misdivision of mine Ann into my
Nan. See Ann. For a similar misdivision cp.

Nancy.

nanny goat, a she-goat (colloq.) — Formed fr.

prec. word and goat.

naology, n., the study of temples and other sacred

places. — Compounded of Gk. vSoc, 'temple',

and -Xoyta, fr. -Xovo:, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See naos and -logy.

Naomi, 1) fem. PN.; 2) in the Bible, the mother-

in-law of Ruth. — Heb. No'omi, lit. 'my de-

light*, fr. no'am, 'pleasantness, delightfulness',

from the stem of nd'em, 'was pleasant'. See

Naaman and cp. enam.

naos, n., 1) a temple; 2) the cella (Greek antiquity;

archil.) — ModL., fr. Gk. vao; (Ion. VTfiQ,

Att. VEM? ), 'temple; the inner part of a temple,

the shrine, the cella', which is of uncertain ori-

gin. It stands perh. for *vaaf6? and is rel. to

vaifi) (for *vdCTio>), 'I dwell', hence prop, de-

notes 'the dwelling place of a god'. See nostalgia

and cp. pronaos.

nap, intr. v., to have a short sleep. — ME. nappen,

fr. OE. hnappian, hnaeppian, rel. to OHG. hnaffe-

zan, MHG. napfen.

Derivative: nap, n., a short sleep.

nap, n., a downy surface of cloth. — ME. noppe,

MDu. noppe (Du. nop), rel. to OE. hnoppian, 'to

pluck, tear', d-hneopan, 'to pluck', OSwed. niu-

pa, 'to pinch', Goth, dis-hniupan, 'to tear'.

nap, n., a card game. — Shortened fr. napoleon.

Napaea, n., a genus of plants, the glade mallow

(bot.) — L. Napaea, 'a dell nymph', fr. Gk. va-

Traio;, 'belonging to a woodland vale', fr. vajr-j),

'woodland vale', which is prob. of pre-Hellenic

origin.

nape, n., the back of the neck. — ME. naape,

nape, of uncertain origin.

napery, n., household linen, esp. table linen. —
ME., fr. OF. naperie, fr. nap(p)e (F. nappe), dis-

similated form of mappe, fr. L. mappa, 'table-

cloth, napkin'. See map and cp. nappe, napkin,

apron. For the ending see sufi". -ery.

Naphtali, n., Bible, 1) a son of Jacob; 2) the tribe

named after him. — Gk. Nscp-O-aXsifj., fr. Heb.

Naphtali, fr. naphtulim, 'wrestlings', fr. niphtdt,

'he wrestled', Niph'al (= passive) of the verb

pdthdl, 'he twisted'; see Gen. 30 : 8. Cp.Aram.-

Syr. p thai, 'he twisted, distorted', Ethiop. fa-

tdla, 'he turned, twisted', Akkad. patdlu, 'to

wind, sling'.

naphtha, n., an inflammable liquid distilled from

petroleum. — L., fr. Gk. vacpi^a, fr. Aram.

naphld, nephid (whence also Arab, naft, Pers.

neft), fr. Akkad. naptu, 'naphtha'. See Heinrich

Zimmern, Akkadische Fremdworter als Beweis

fiir babylonischen KultureinfluS, 2nd edition,

Leipzig, 1917, p. 60.

naphthalene, n., a white crystalline hydrocarbon,

C|„Hg (chem.) — Orig. naphthaline, coined by

John Kidd fr. naphtha and chem. suff. -ine. The
/ was inserted for the sake of euphony. For the

ending of naphthalene see suff". -ene. Cp. phtha-

lein(e), phthalin.

naphthol, n., either of two white crystalline com-

pounds used as antiseptics and in making dyes,

Cj„H.OH (chem:) — Coined by the English

chemist John Kidd (1775-1851) from prec.

word and 1st suff. -ol.

napbthyl, n., the univalent radical, C,dH- (chem.)

— Formed fr. naphtha with suff". -yl.

napiform, adj., turnip-shaped (bot.) — Com-
pounded of L. napus, 'turnip", and forma, 'form,

shape'. For the first element see navew and cp.

parsnip, tumip. For the second element see form,

n.

napkin, n.— ME. nappekin, napekin, formed with



napoleon

dimin. suff. -kin fr. nappe, nape, fr. OF. nappe,

nape. See napery and -kin.

Derivative; napkin, tr. v.

napoleon, n., a former gold coin equivalent to 20

francs.— So called because struck hy Napoleon!.

napoleon, n., a card game. — Named after Napo-

leon I. Cp. nap, 'a card game'.

Napoleonic, adj., 1) pertaining to Napoleon I

(1769-1821) or his period; 2) resembling Napo-

leon I.

napoo, napooh, interj., meaning 'no more, no

good, useless, all over'. — Corrupted fr. F. il

n'y a plus, 'there is no more'.

nappe, n., a sheet. — F., 'tablecloth, cloth, cover,

sheet', dissimilated (under the influence of the

following p) from mappe. See napery.

nappy, adj., downy. — Formed with adj. suff. -y

fr. nap, 'a downy surface' (q.v.)

nappy, adj., 1) strong (said of ale); 2) tipsy; n.,

ale (Scot.) — Of uncertain origin ;
perhaps from

prec. word.

napu, n., any of various chevrotains of Java and

Sumatra. — Malay.

Naraka, n., hell (Hinduism) — Ol. Narakah, fr.

I.-E. base *ner-, 'below; to the left', whence also

Gk. £-vEpoi, 'those below', e-vsp&ev, 'from be-

neath', v£pT£poi;, £-v£pT£po;, 'ncther, infernal',

ON. nordr, OE. nord, 'north' (prop, left, when
facing east). See north.

narceine, n., a bitter, white crystalline alkaloid,

C2jH2,OgN (chem.)— F. narceine, coined by the

French pharmacist Pierre-Joseph Pelletier

(1788-1842) in 1832 fr. Gk. vapxy), 'numbness'.

See narcotic and chem. sutf. -ine.

narcissism, n., morbid self-love (psychoanalysis).

— G. Narzissismus, coined by the Jewish physi-

cian Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), founder of

psychoanalysis, fr. Narcissus and suff. -ism.

narcissist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: narcissist-ic, adj.

Narcissus, n., a beautiful Greek youth who fell in

love with his own reflection. He pined away with

desire and was changed into the flower bearing

his name (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Nap-

xiCTCTo;. See next word.

Narcissus, n., a genus of bulbous plants (bot.);

(not cap.) any plant of this genus.— L. narcissus,

fr. Gk. vapxicjCToq, 'narcissus', which is prob. of

Aegean origin but was assimilated to vipx/;,

'numbness' (in allusion to the sedative properties

of this plant). Cp. prec. word.

narcolepsy, n., recurring attacks of sleep (med.)

— F. narcolepsie, coined by the French physi-

cian Jean-Baptiste-£douard Gelineau (1859-

1928) in 1880 fr. Gk. vipxTj, 'numbness', and

'/.fi<!jiz, 'a taking, seizing, seizure'. See narcotic

and lemma and cp. words there referred to.

narcoleptic, adj., pertaining to, or affected with,

narcolepsy. — Formed fr. narcolepsy, to which

it stands as the adj. epileptic stands to the n.

epilepsy.

narcomania, n., an abnormal craving for a nar-
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cotic drug. — Medical L., compounded of Gk.

vapxY), 'numbness', and [xavta, 'madness, fren-

zy'. See narcotic and mania.

Derivatives: narcomani-ac, n., narcomani-ac-al,

adj.

narcosis, n., state of unconsciousness caused by

a narcotic (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. vap-

xcdai?, 'a benumbing', fr. vapxoijv, 'to benumb'.

See narcotic and -osis.

narcotic, adj., producing insensibility. — F. nar-

cotique, introduced into French in 1 3 14 by Mon-
deville fr. ML. narcoticus, fr. Gk. vapxtoTixo?,

'benumbing', fr. vapxcoTO?, verbal adj. of vap-

xoijv, 'to benumb', fr. vapxv), 'numbness',

prop, 'a cramp', fr. I.-E. *(s)ner-q-, 'to turn,

twist', whence also Arm. nergev, 'fine, thin,

slender, sUm', prop, 'shriveled up'; see Hof-

mann, EWG., pp. 211-12 s.v. vdpxif). I.-E.

*(s)ner-q- is a -17-enlargement of base *(s)ner-,

'to turn, twist, bind together', whence OE.

sneare, 'snare', nearu, 'narrow'. See snare and

cp. narrow. For the ending of narcotic see suff.

-otic.

Derivatives: narcotic, n., narcotic-al-ly, adv.,

narcotism (q.v.), narcotize (q.v.)

narcotine, also narcotin, n., an alkaloid found in

opium, CjjHjjNO,, discovered by the French

chemist Charles Derosne (1780-1846) in 1803

(chem.) — See prec. word and chem. suff. -ine,

-in; so called because it was first supposed to be

the narcotic principle. Cp. cotarnine.

narcotism, n., 1) narcosis; 2) condition produced

by narfotic poisoning. — See narcotic and -ism.

narcotize, tr. v., to produce the condition of nar-

cosis ; to stupefy. — See narcotic and -ize.

Derivative: narcotiz-ation, n.

nard, n., spikenard. — ME. narde, fr. OF. narde

(F. nard), fr. L. nardus, fr. Gk. vapSot;, fr. Heb.

nerdh, 'nard', which together with Aram, nirdd

and Akkad. lardii of s.m., prob. derives fr. Indo-

Iranian *narda in OI. naddh, naldh, 'reed'. Ol.

ndladam, 'nard', is possibly Sanskritization of

Gk. vapSo;; see Boisacq, DELG., p. 657 s.v.

vapSo;, and Walde-Hofmann, LEW., II, 143

s.v. nardus. However, according to Manfred

Mayrhofer, A Concise Etymological Sanskrit

Dictionary, II, p. 140 s.v. ndladam, the above

Sem. words more prob. derive fr. OI. ndladam.

Cp. Nardius and the second element in spike-

nard. Cp. also narthex.

nares, n. pi., the nostrils (anat.) — L. ndres, pi. of

ndris, 'nostril', which stands for *nasis (see rho-

tacism), fr. I.-E. base *nds-, whence also OE.

nosu, 'nose'. See nose and cp. nasal, nasion,

nasturtium, nasute.

narghile, nargile, n., hookah, an Oriental pipe. —
Pers. nargil, 'coconut tree'; prob. fr. OI. ndrike-

rah, ndrikelah, of s.m., which is of uncertain,

possibly Dravidian, origin; so called because

orig. narghiles were made of coconut shells.

narial, adj., pertaining to the nares. — Formed
fr. nares with suff. -iai.

lozy iia»Lui LIU111

nark,n., spy, informer, stool pigeon (British slang).

— From Gypsy nak, 'nose', fr. Hind, ndk,

'nose', fr. OI. nakrd, fr. Prakrit nakka-, iiakka-,

of s.m., which prob. stand for *nds-ka- and are

rel. to 01. ndsd (dual), 'nose'. See nose.

narrate, tr. v., to relate, recount. — L. narrdtus,

pp. of narrdre, 'to tell, relate, recount', prop, 'to

make acquainted with', fr. *gndrdre, *ndrdre,

fr. gndrus, ndrus, 'acquainted with, knowing', fr.

I.-E. base *gn6-, 'to know', whence also OE.

endwan, 'to know'. See know and words there

referred to and cp. esp. ignore. For the ending

see verbal suff. -ate. The doubling of the con-

sonant -r- in narrdre is a compensation for the

shortening of the vowel d in gndrus.

narration, n. — ME. narraciun, fr. MF. (= F.)

narration, 'a relating, recounting, narrating', fr.

L. narrdtidnem, ace. of narrdtid, of s.m., fr. nar-

rdtus, pp. of narrdre. See prec. word and -ion.

narrative, adj., 1) that which narrates; 2) per-

taining to narration. — Late L. narrdtivus, 'suit-

able for narration' (prob. through the medium

of F. narratif), fr. L. narrdtus, pp. of narrdre.

See narrate and -ive.

Derivative: narrative-ly, adv.

narrative, n., a tale, story. — MF., from the adj.

narrative, fern, of narratif. See narrative, adj.

narrator, n., relater, narrator. — L. narrdtor, fr.

narrdtus, pp. of narrdre. See narrate and agential

suff. -or.

narrow, adj., of small breadth. — ME. narewe,

narwe, naru, fr. OE. nearu, rel. to OS. naro,

MDu. nare; orig. prob. meaning 'twisted up,

shriveled up', fr. I.-E. base *(s)ner-, 'to turn,

twist, bind together', whence also OE. sneare,

'snare'. See snare and cp. narcotic.

Derivatives: narrow, n. and tr. and intr. v.,

narrow-er, n., narrow-ly, adv., narrow-ness, n.

narthex, n., a porch at the west end of early

Christian churches for the use of penitents not

admitted to the body of the church (archit.) —
L., 'giant fennel, small casket for unguents', fr.

Gk. vapS^T)^, which is of uncertain origin. It

derives perh. fr. Ol. *narda-, 'reed', see nard.

The porch was called narthex from the alleged

resemblance to the reedlike stem of the giant

fennel.

narwhal, narwal, n., an arctic whale with a long

spiral horn. — Dan., Norw. narhval, or Swed.

narval, metathesized fr. ON. nahvalr, lit. 'corpse-

whale', fr. ndr, 'corpse', and hvalr, 'whale' ; prob.

so called in allusion to the whitish color of the

skin. ON. ndr is rel. to OE. ne, neo, Goth, naus,

'corpse', and cogn. with OCo. naun, OSlav. navi,

OPruss. nowis, 'corpse', Lett, ndwe, 'death',

Lith. novyti, 'to torture, kill'. For the etymology

of ON. hvalr see whale.

nary, adj., never a (dial.) — Corruption of ne'er a,

'never a'.

nasal, adj., 1) pertaining to the nose; 2) uttered

through the nose (said of sounds). — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. ndsus, 'nose', which is

rel. to ndris for *ndsis, 'nostril'. See nares and

cp. orinasal.

Derivatives : nasal, n., nasal-ity, n., nasal-ly, adv.,

nasal-ize, tr. and intr. v., nasal-iz-ation, n.

nascence, n. — See nascency.

nascency, n., the process of being born; birth. —
L. ndscentia, fr. ndscens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -cy.

nascent, adj., being born. — L. ndscens, gen.

-entis, 'being born', pres. part, of nascor, ndsct,

'to be born' (pp. ndtiis). See nation and -ent.

naseberry, n., 1) the sapodilla tree; 2) its fruit. —
Corruption of Sp. nespera, 'medlar', fr. L. mespi-

lus, fr. Gk. [xeoTTtXY], 'medlar (the tree)'. See

medlar.

Nashim, n., pi., the third order of the Mishnah,

dealing with the laws concerning women, i.e.,

marriage and divorce. — Heb. ndshim, 'women'

(used as the plural of ishshd'')
;
prob. assimilated

in form to the rel. dndshtm, 'men' ; rel. to Aram.

n^shayyd, Syr. neshshe, Arab, nisdna, 'women',

and to Heb. enosh, 'man, mankind', Aram.

(fnosh, Syr. (d)ndshd, Arab, ins, unds, 'men,

people' (all collective). Akkad. nishu, 'people',

tenisheti (pi.), 'human race, mankind', Arab.

nds, 'people' (collective).

nasi, n., 1) prince of a tribe; 2) the president of

the Sanhedrin; 3) patriarch. — Heb. ndst, lit.

'one lifted up or exalted', fr. ndsd, 'he lifted,

took, carried', whence also n sum, 'vapors,

clouds', massd, 'load, burden; utterance',

mas'eth, 'present, gift', si (for n^si), 'loftiness',

s^eth, 'rising; dignity'; rel. to Bibl.-Aram. n^sd,

'he lifted, carried', Syr. massdthd, 'balance,

scales', Ugar. nsh\ 'to lift', Ethiop. nash'a, 'he

lifted; he transported', Arab, ndsha'a, 'he rose,

was high, he grew up', Akkad. nashU, 'to hft,

carry'. Cp. munshi.

nasion, n., point in the skull where the frontal and

two nasal bones meet (craniometry). — ModL.,

fr. L. ndsus, 'nose'. See nasal.

nasitis, n., inflammation of the nose (med.) — A
Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. ndsus, 'nose'

(see nasal), and -itis, a suff. of Greek origin. The

correct form is rhinitis (q.v.)

naso-, combining form meaning 'nose; nasal;

nasal and' (anat.) — Fr. L. ndsus, 'nose'. See

nasal.

nasofrontal, adj., pertaining to the nose and the

frontal bone. — See naso- and frontal.

nasology, n., the study of the nose. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. ndsus, 'nose', and Gk. -XoyiS, fr.

-Xovo^, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See naso-

and -logy. The correct form is rhinology, in

which both elements are of Greek origin.

Derivatives: nasolog-ic-al, adj., nasolog-ist, n.

nasonite, n., a lead calcium silicate with chloride

(mineral.) — Named after the American geol-

ogist Frank L. Nason (died in 1928). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

nasturtium, n., 1) any plant of the genus Roripa;



nasty

2) any plant of the genus Tropaeolum. — L.

nasturtium, 'cress', for *nas-tortium, lit. 'nose-

twister', compounded oinasus, 'nose', and * tor-

tare, freq. of torquere (pp. tortus), 'to twist'; so

called from its pungent smell. See nasal and

torque.

nasty, adj., dirty, foul, filthy, nauseous. — ME.
nasty, nasky, perh. derived from or rel. to Du.

nestig, 'foul, dirty', or of Scand. origin; cp. dial.

Swed. naskug, nasket, 'foul, dirty'.

Derivatives: nasti-ly, adv., nasti-ness, n.

nasute, adj., having a large or long nose (zool.)—
L. nasutus, 'having a large nose', fr. ndsus. See

nasal.

Derivatives: nasute, n. (q.v.), nasute-ness, n.

nasute, n., one of a class of termites (zool.) —
ModL. nasutus, 'having a prolongation on the

front of the head' (said esp. of termites), fr. L.

nasutus, 'having a large nose'. See nasute, adj.

nasutus, n., nasute. — L. nasutus, 'having a large

nose'. See nasute, adj.

natability, n., capability of floating. — Formed
with sufF. -ity fr. Late L. natdbilis, 'capable of

floating', fr. L. nature, 'to swim, float'. See

natation.

natal, adj., pertaining to one's birth. — ME., fr.

L. natdlis, 'pertaining to one's birth', fr. natus,

pp. of ndsci, 'to be born'. See nation and adj.

suff'. -al and cp. Natalia, natality, Noel.

Natalia, Natalie, fem. PN. — F. Natalie, fr.

Eccles. L. Natalia, fr. L. (dies) natdlis, 'birthday',

in Eccles. L. used also in the sense 'Christmas

Day" ; orig. given to children born on Christmas.

See natal and cp. Noel.

natality, n., I) birth (rare); 2) birth rate.— Form-
ed with suff". -ity fr. L. natdlis, 'pertaining to

birth'; see natal. In the sense 'birth rate' the

word was formed directly fr. F. natalite, which

derives from the adj. natal (fr. L. natdlis).

natant, adj., floating. — Fr. L. natdns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of natdre, 'to swim'. See next word
and -ant.

Derivative: natant-ly, adv.

natation, n., the act or art of swimming. — L.

natdlid, gen. -dnis, 'a swimming', fr. natdtus, pp.

of natd, natdre, 'to swim', which stands for l.-E.

*sn -t-6, enlargement of base *snd-, *sn -, 'to

flow". Cp. Arm. nay (for *sn^t-), 'wet, liquid';

cp. also *snel; *snot- in Gk. votoc, 'the south

wind, the south', prop, 'a rainy wind", votio:,

voT£p6c, 'damp, moist'. From the unenlarged

base *snd- derive L. no, ndre, "to swim' (for

*snd-yd), OI. sndti, sndyate, 'bathes' (intr.), the

second element in ghrta-snd-, 'dipped into but-

ter", Avestic snayeite, 'washes, cleans', Toch. B
ndskem, 'they bathe' (tr.), Gk. vr)--/s.vj (for

*va-/£iv), 'to swim', Mir. sndim, 'I swim",

sndni, 'a swimming', MBret. neuff, 'to swim',

and prob. also Gk. v^ao;, Dor. vatjo?, 'island'

(for *va-ao5, lit. 'that which swims'). From l.-E.

*sndu-, *sneu-, an -u-enlargement of base *snd-,

derive OI. snduti (pp. snutdlf), 'drips, gives

nudu

milk', Gk. vao>, Aeol. vaico, vauw (for *vaf-

16) ), 'I flow'. Cp. natant, natatorial. Cp. also

naiad, naiant, Nama, necto-, Nereid, neso-,

nourish, the first element in Notogaea and the

second element in chersoneso- and in Indonesia,

Melanesia, Micronesia, Polynesia. Cp. also

snout. For the ending of natation see -ation.

natatorial, adj., natatory. — See next word and

adj. suff. -al.

natatory, adj., swimming ; characterized by swim-

ming. — Late L. natdtorius, 'pertaining to swim-

ming', fr. L. natdtus, pp. of natdre. See natation

and adj. suff. -ory.

nates, n. pi., the buttocks (anat.) — L. nates, pi.

of natis, 'rump', cogn. with Gk. vcoxoi;, also

vwTov, 'the back'. Cp. noto-. Cp. also Natica

and the first element in aitchbone.

Nathan, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, a prophet

who lived during the reign of David and Solo-

mon. — Heb. Ndthdn, lit. 'He has given', from

the verb ndthdn, whence also mattdn, mattdnd
,

mattdth, 'gift' ; n'thimm, 'servants of the temple',

lit. 'those given (scil. to the sanctuary)'; rel. to

Phoen. imperf. y-t-n, Bibl.-Aram. imperf. yintin,

Syr. imperf. nettel, Ugar. imperf. ytn, 'he will

give', Akkad. naddnu, 'to give'. Cp. Nathaniel,

Jonathan, Nethinim. Cp. also Matthew, Mat-

thias.

Nathaniel, Nathanael, masc. PN. — Late L. Na-

thanael, fr. Gk. Na^avaYjA, fr. Heb. N^than'el,

lit. 'God has given'. See Nathan and El.

natheless, nathless, adv., nevertheless (archaic).

— ME) natheles, fr. OE. nd jyelses, 'not the less'.

See no, adv., and nevertheless.

Natica, n., a genus of marine snails (zool.) —
ModL., fr. ML. natica, 'buttock', dimin. of L.

natis. See nates.

nation, n. — ME. nacioun, fr. OF. (= F.) nation,

fr. L. ndtidnem, ace. of ndtid, 'breed, race, peo-

ple, nation', lit. 'birth', fr. natus, pp. oi ndsci, 'to

be born', which stands for *gndsci, fr. I.-E. *gn-,

zero degree of base *gen-, *gene-, 'to beget, bear,

bring forth', whence also L. genus, 'birth, des-

cent, origin, race, sort, kind, class'. See genus

and words there referred to and cp. esp. naive,

nascent, natal, native, nature, cognate, connate,

innate, nee, pregnant, 'with child', and the sec-

ond element in puisne and pimy.

national, adj. — MF. (= F.), fr. nation. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: national, n., national-ism, n., na-

tionat-ist, n. and adj., national-ist-ic, adj., na-

tional-ist-ic-al-ly , adv., national-ity, n., national-

ize, tr. v., national-iz-ation, n., national-iz-er, n.,

national-Iy, adv., national-ness, n.

native, adj. — ME. natif, fr. MF. (= F.) natif

(fem. native), fr. L. ndiivus, 'born, innate, nat-

ural, primitive', fr. ndtus, pp. of ndsci, 'to be

born'. See nation and -ive and cp. naive, which

is a doublet of native.

Derivatives: native, n., nativ-ism, n., nativ-ist, n.,

nativ-ist-ic, adj.

nativity, n., 1) birth; 2) horoscope (astral.) —
ME. nativite, fr. OF. (= F.) nativite, fr. L. ndti-

vitdtem, ace. of ndtivitds, 'birth', fr. ndtivus. See

native and -ity. Cp. naivete, which is a doublet

of nativity.

natrium, n., sodium (chem.) — ModL. See natron

and chem. suff. -ium.

Natrix, n., a genus of snakes, the grass snake

(zool.) — L. natrix, 'water snake'. See adder,

natrolite, n., a hydrous silicate of sodium and

aluminum (mineral.) — See natron and -lite,

natron, n., native sodium carbonate (chem. and

mineral.) — Fr. Sp. natron, fr. Arab, natrun, fr.

Gk. vLToov. See niter,

natterjack, n., a toad having a yellowish stripe on

the back (Bufo calamita).— Of uncertain origin.

natty, adj., neatly smart.— Perhaps rel. to F. net,

'neat' ; see neat, adj.

Derivatives: natti-ly, adv., natti-ness, n.

natural, adj., pertaining to, or in accordance with,

nature; inborn, real; not artificial. — ME., fr.

OF. natural, naturel (F. naturel), fr. L. ndturdlis,

'by birth, belonging to nature, in accordance

with nature', fr. ndtura. See nature and adj. suff.

-al and cp. connatural.

Derivatives: natural, n., natural-ism, n., natural-

ly, adv., natural-ness, n.

naturalist, n., 1) a student of nature; an adherent

of naturalism. — MF. (= F.) naturaliste, fr.

natural, naturel (F. naturel). See prec. word and

-ist.

Derivatives: naturalist-ic, adj., naturalist-ic-al-

ly, adv.

naturality, n. — MF. (= F.) naturalite, fr. Late

L. ndturdlitdtem, ace. of ndturdlitds, fr. L. ndtu-

rdlis. See natural,

naturalization, n. — MF. (= F.) naturalisation,

fr. naturaliser. See next word and -ation.

naturalize, tr. v., 1) to confer the rights of citizen-

ship on (an alien); 2) to acclimatize; intr. v., 1)

to become naturalized; 2) to study nature. —
MF. (= F.) naturaliser, fr. natural, naturel. See

natural and -ize.

Derivatives : naturalization (q.v.), naturaliz-er, n.

nature, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) nature, fr. L.

ndtura, 'nature; natural character of a thing;

natural disposition; the course of things; the

universe", lit. 'birth', fr. ndtus, 'born', pp. of

ndsci, 'to be born". See nation and cp. nascent,

natal, native,

naturopath, n., naturopathist. — Back formation

fr. naturopathy,

naturopathy, n., a system of therapy which rejects

the use of drugs and employs the healing power

of natural agencies, such as sunshine, air, water,

etc. — A hybrid coined fr. L. ndtdra, 'nature',

and Gk. -rA^z'-y., fr. -a&o?, 'suffering'. See

nature and -pathy. The correct form would be

physiopatliy, in which both elements are ofGreek

origin.

Derivative: naturopath-ist, n.

nau-, combining form meaning 'ship'. — Gk.

vau-, fr. vau;, 'ship', cogn. with L. ndvis, 'ship'.

See naval.

Naucratite, adj., pertaining to Naucratis, an an-

cient Greek colony, established by colonists

from Miletus in the Nile Delta.— L. Naucratites,

fr. Gk. Nauxpaxtroi;, fr. Nauxpaxtg. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

naufragous, adj., caused by shipwreck (archaic or

obsol.) — L. naufragus, 'shipwrecked; causing

shipwreck', for *ndvifragus, which is compound-

ed of ndvis, 'ship', and the stem offrangere, 'to

break'. See naval and fraction. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see suff. -ous.

naught, n., nothing.— ME. naught, nought, etc.,

fr. OE. ndwiht, 'nothing', lit. 'no whit', fr. nd,

'no', and wiht, 'whit'. See no, adv., and wight

and cp. aught, nought, not, nix, 'nothing'.

Derivatives: naught, adj., naught-y, adj., naught-

i-ly, adv., naught-i-ness, n.

naumachia, naumachy, n., 1) a mock sea fight; 2)

place where such a fight is presented (Roman

antiq.) — L., fr. Gk. vau(xax'^-, 'naval battle',

compounded of vau?, 'ship', and -ixa/ia, fr.

ptaxv), 'battle'. See nau- and -machy.

nauplius, n., a larval stage in the development of

many crustaceans (zool.) — L., 'a kind of shell-

fish which sails in its shell as in a ship', fr. Gk.

va'JTrXto?, lit. 'sailing (as) in a ship', fr. vaO(;,

'ship', and tiXeeiv, ttXsiv, 'to sail, navigate,

swim, float'. See naval and flow and cp. pluvial,

nausea, n., 1) feehng of sickness at the stomach;

2) disgust, loathing. — L. nausea, nausia, 'sea-

sickness', fr. Gk. vaudJa, vauxia, 'seasickness',

lit. 'ship sickness', fr. vau?, 'ship'. See naval and

cp. nautical. Cp. also noise, which is a doublet

of nausea.

nauseate, tr. v., to affect with nausea, make sick

;

intr. v., to become affected with nausea, feel

disgust (rare). — L. nausedt-(um), pp. stem of

nausedre, 'to feel seasick, to vomit', fr. nausea.

See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: nauseat-ing, adj., nauseat-ing-ly,

adv., nauseat-ion, n.

nauseous, adj., causing nausea, disgusting. —
Formed fr. nausea with suff. -ous.

Derivatives: nauseous-ly, adv., nauseous-ness, n.

Nausicaa, n., in the Odyssey, daughter of Alci-

nous, king of the Phaeacians— L. Nausicaa, fr.

Gk. Nauatxaa. The name prob. means 'burner

of ships', fr. vauc, 'ship', and xakiv, 'to burn".

See naval and caustic,

nautch, n., performance of professional dancing

girls in India. — Lit. 'dancing", fr. Hind, ndc, fr.

Prakrit nacca, fr. OI. nrtya-, 'dancing", from

the stem of nrtyati, 'dances', which is of uncer-

tain etymology.

nautical, adj., pertaining to ships, seamen or navi-

gation. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. now-

rare nautic, fr. F. nautique, fr. L. nauticus, 'of,

or pertaining to, ships or sailors, seafaring,

naval, nautical', fr. Gk. vauxixAc;, of s.m. See

naval and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also



the second element in aeronaut, Argonaut, as-

tronaut.

Derivatives: nautical-ity, n., nautical-ly, adv.

nautlcs, n., the science of navigation. — See prec.

word and -ics.

nautilus, n., I) any of a group of mollusks; 2) the

paper nautilus (zool.) — L., fr. Gk. vauTtXoi;,

'sailor, seaman; the paper nautilus' (so called

because it was supposed to be furnished with a

membrane which it used like a sail), fr. vaii-nr)?,

'sailor, seaman'. See nautical.

naval, adj., pertaining to a navy, its ships or men.
— Orig. 'pertaining to ships', fr. L. ndvdlis, fr.

ndvis, 'ship', which is cogn. with OI. nduh, ace.

ndvam, 'ship, boat'. Arm. nav, 'ship', Gk. vaij;,

'ship' (whence vaii-n)!;, 'sailor, seaman', vauxi-

xc?, 'of, or pertaining to, ships or sailors, sea-

faring, naval, nautical, vauTtXoi;, 'sailor, sea-

man'), Olr. nau (gen. nde, dat. pi. rtdib), 'ship',

W. noe, 'a flat vessel; a kneading trough', ON.
nor, 'ship'. Cp. nacelle, nau-, nausea, nautical,

nautilus, nave, 'the central part of a church',

navicular, navy, navvy, nef, noise, the first element

in naufragous, nauplius, navigate, and the second

element in Echeneis.

Derivatives: naval-ly, adv., and navalism, nava-

list (qq. v.)

navalism, n., policy of building a strong navy;

sea power. — See naval and -ism.

navalist, n., an advocate of navalism. — See

naval and -ist.

Derivatives: navalist, adj., navalist-ic, adj.,

navalist-ic-al-ly, adv.

navarch, n., commander of a fleet (Ancient Greek

history).— L. ndvarchus, more correctly nauar-

chus, fr. Gk. va'iapxo?, 'the master of a vessel',

which is compounded of vaui;, 'ship', and

oi.px6^, 'leader, chief, ruler'. See naval and -arch.

nave, n., the central part of a church. — L. ndvis,

'ship'. See naval and cp. nef.

nave, n., the hub of a wheel. — ME., fr. OE. nafu,

rel. to OS. naba, ON. nof, Dan. and Swed. nav,

MLG., MDu. nave, Du. naaf, OHG. naba,

MHG., G. nabe, 'nave', and to OE. nafela, etc.,

'navel', and cogn. with OI. ndbhyam, OPruss.

nabis, 'nave'. The nave of the wheel was com-
pared to the navel of the body. See next word
and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also auger.

For sense development cp. OI. ndbhih, OPruss.

nabis, 'nave, navel'.

navel, n. — ME., fr. OE. nafela, rel. to ON. nafli,

Dan., Swed. navle, OFris. navla, MDu. navel,

navele, Du. navel, OHG. nabalo, MHG., G.

nabet, fr. I.-E. base *ombh-, nobh-, *mbh-,

whence also OI. ndbhyam, 'nave (hub)', ndbhih,

'navel, nave, relationship', ndbhilam, 'umbilical

depression", Avestic nabd-nazdishia, 'next of

kin', Avestic ndfa, ModPers. ndf, Gk. 6[X9aX6c,

'navel; boss of a shield, knob', L. umbilicus,

'navel; umbilical cord', umbo, 'boss of a shield',

OPruss. nabis, 'nave, navel', Lett, naba, 'navel',

Olr. imbliu (gen. imblenn), Mir. imlecan, 'na-
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vel'. Cp. nave, 'hub of a wheel'. Cp. also om-
phalo-, omphalos, umbilicus, umbo, nombril.

navew, n., 1) the wild turnip ; 2) the rape (rare)—
F. naveau, fr. OF. navel, fr. VL. *ndpellus, dim.

of ndpus, 'a kind of turnip', fr. Gk. vStcu, 'mus-

tard', which is prob. of Egyptian origin. (For

the sense development of L. ndpus from Gk.
vaTtu it should be borne in mind that the mus-
tard plant and the turnip resemble each other in

form.) Cp. neep and sinapism, the first element

in napiform and the second element in parsnip

and in turnip.

navicert, n., a certificate issued to exempt a ship

from search for contraband. — Short for navi-

gation certificate.

navicular, adj., boat-shaped (said of certain

bones in the fore and hind feet of animals)— L.

ndviculdrius, 'pertaining to a boat', fr. ndvicula,

'a boat', dim. ofnavis. See naval and the suffixes

-cule and -ar.

Derivative: navicular, n., a bone resembling a

boat (anat.)

navigable, adj. — Fr. F. navigable, or directly fr.

L. ndvigdbilis, fr. ndvigdre. See navigate and

-able.

Derivatives: navigabil-ity, n., navigable-ness, n.,

navigabl-y, adv.

navigate, intr. v., to travel by ship; tr. v., to trav-

el through (on the water or in the air) ; to direct

(a ship or an aircraft). — L. ndvigdtus, pp. of

ndvigdre, 'to sail, set sail', lit. 'to drive a ship',

fr. *ndvigus, for *ndv-agos, 'driving a ship',

which is compounded of ndvis, 'ship', and

agere, 'to set in motion, drive, lead, conduct".

See naval and agent, adj., and verbal suff. -ate.

For the change of a (in dgere) to i (in *ndv-igus,

ndv-igdre) see abigeat and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also circumnavigate.

navigation, n., the act and art of navigating. —
L. ndvigdtio, gen. -dnis, fr. ndvigdtus, pp. of

ndvigdre. See prec word and -ion.

Derivative: navigation-al, adj.

navigator, n., 1) one who navigates; 2) a navigat-

ing officer; 3) a navvy (British). — L. ndvigdtor,

'sailor', fr. ndvigdtus, pp. of ndvigdre. See navi-

gate and agential suff. -or and cp. next word.

navvy, n., an unskilled laborer, esp. one em-

ployed in making canals, roads, etc. — Short-

ened fr. navigator (q.v.); for meaning cp.

navigation in the dialectal sense 'canal'.

navy, n. — ME. navie, fr. OF. navie, 'fleet of

ships, ship', fr. Late L. ndvia, of s.m., fr. L.

ndvis. See naval.

nawab, n., 1) a deputy ruler in India; 2) a cour-

tesy title, esp. for princes; 3) a nabob. — Hind.

nawwdb, nawdb, fr. Arab, nuwwdb, pi. of na'ib,

'deputy, proxy, lieutenant-governor'. See nabob.

nay, neg. particle and n. — ME. nei, nay, fr.

ON. nei, 'no', compounded of ne, 'not', and

ei, 'ever'. The first element is cogn. with OI. nd,

nd, 'not', Avestic, OPers. na-, 'not, un-', Gk.
VT)-, 'not, un-", L. ne, 'that not', ne-, 'not, un-',
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Olr. ni, ni, 'not'. See no, adv., and cp. the first

element in none, non, null, nihil, nimiety; cp

also the first element in necessary, nefarious,

Nemertinea, nepenthe, nescient, nolens-volens.

For the second element in nay see aye, 'ever'

Nazarene, n., 1) a native or resident of Nazareth

esp. applied to Jesus; 2) a Christian. — ME
Nazaren, fr. Late L. Nazarenus, fr. Gk. Nat^oc

pTjvoi;, fr. Nat^apET, 'Nazareth', fr. Heb. Ndtz''

rath, a town in Lower Galilee in Palestine. Cp
Talmudic Heb. ndtzri, 'Christian', lit. 'of Naza

reth'.

Derivative: Nazarene, adj., 1) of Nazareth; 2)

of the Nazarenes.

Nazarite, Nazirite, n., a person who vowed to

abstain from wine, from cutting the hair, and

from touching the dead (Jewish religion). —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Late L. Naza-

raeus, fr. Gk. NaCrjpaToi;, Nat^apaio;, fr. Heb.

ndzir, 'consecrated, dedicated, devoted', lit.

"separated', from the stem n-z-r, 'to separate,

consecrate, dedicate', whence also imperf. yin-

ndzcr, inf. hinndzer, 'to separate oneself, to ded-

icate, devote oneself, nezer, 'consecration, ded-

ication, crown' ; rel. to Aram, n zar, Syr. n zar,

ethn'zdr, 'he abstained, he dedicated, devoted

himself", Arab. riddara,'he consecrated, dedicat-

ed, devoted", Akkad. nazdru, 'to curse', and to

Heb. nddhdr, 'he vowed', nedher, nedher, 'avow'.

Derivatives: Nazarit-ic, Nazarit-ish, adjs.

naze, n., a promontory. — Prob. fr. OE. mess,

'promontory', which is rel. to OE. nosu, 'nose'.

See nose and cp. ness.

Nazi, n., a member of the National Socialist

German Workingmen's Party. — Formed from

two syllables in the name of the party (JVational-

soz/alistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei).

nazim, n., a governor in India. — Arab, ndjim,

lit. 'one who puts things in order', part, of

iidfama, 'he put in order, arranged'.

nazir, n., title of various officials in Indian courts.

— Arab. nd?ir, 'overseer', prop. part, of nd?ara,

'he looked at, considered, examined', whence

nazir, 'opposite'. See nadir.

Nazirite, n. — See Nazarite.

ne-, form of neo- before a vowel.

Neanderthal, adj., pertaining to the Neanderthal,

a valley in Germany, or to the skeletal remains

of an early type of man found there.

neap, adj., pertaining to the tide occurring at the

end of the first and third quarter of the lunar

month. — ME. neep, fr. OE. nep in ngpflod,

'neap flood"; of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: neap, n., neap tide; neap, intr. v.,

to tend toward the neap.

Neapolitan, adj., of Naples. — L. Nedpolitdnus,

fr. Nedpolis, 'Naples' (whence It. Napoli), fr.

Gk. NsanoAK;, fit. 'New Town", fr. vea, fern.

of veoi;, 'new', and ttoXic, 'town". See neo-,

policy, 'method of government', and -an.

Derivative: Neapolitan, an inhabitant of Naples.

near, adv., at or to a short distance, close.— ME.

ner, nere, fr. OE. near, compar. of neah, 'ingh'

;

the change from the comparative to the posi-

tive meaning was prob. aided by the analogy of

ON. n&r, 'near', orig. compar. of nd, 'nigh'.

See nigh.

Derivatives: near, adj. and v., near-ly, adv.,

near-ness, n.

Nearctic, adj., pertaining to, or designating, the

arctic and temperate regions of North America

;

used esp. in botanical and zoological classi-

fication. — Compounded of ne- and arctic.

neat, n., an animal of the ox family ; cattle. —
ME. net, met, fr. OE. neat, rel. to OS. not, ON.

naut, Swed. not, Dan. nod, OFris. ndt, OHG.
non, 'ox, cattle', and to OE. neotan, 'to use,

enjoy', OS. niotan, ON. njota, OFris. nidta,

OHG. (gi)mo3an, MHG. geniesen, G. genieflen,

'to enjoy', Goth, niutan, 'to reach, attain', ga-

niutan, 'to catch', OE. nytt, ON. nyt, OHG.,

MHG. nuz, G. Nutzen, 'use, profit, advantage',

and cogn. with Lith. naudd, 'use, possession",

Lett, nduda, 'money'. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. *neud-, 'to possess, use, enjoy'. Accord-

ingly OE. neat, ON. naut, etc., lit. denote 'a use-

ful animal'. Cp. the second element in Huguenot

and in matelote,

neat, adj., pure, undiluted; cleanly, tidy; elegant.

— MF. (= F.) net, 'clean, pure, neat', fr. OF.,

fr. L. nitidus, 'shining, bright, clear, well-favor-

ed, elegant, smart, trim', fr. nitere, 'to shine', fr.

l.-E. base *nei-, *m-, 'to shine', whence also

Mir. niam, 'gleam, splendor", niamda, 'shining',

Olr. noib, 'holy', nlab, 'strength', W. nwyfiant,

'gleam, splendor', possibly also OI. ni-lah,

'swarthy, black, dark', OPers. naiba-, ModPers.

new, 'beautiful'. Cp. natty, net, adj., nitid, niton.

Cp. also lilac.

Derivatives: neat-ly, adv., neat-ness, n.

'neath, neath, prep., beneath. — Short for be-

neath.

neb, n. 1) the beak or bill of a bird; 2) nose; 3)

point, tip. — ME. nebbe, fr. OE. nebb, 'beak,

nose, face', rel. to MLG., MDu, nebbe, 'beak',

ON. nef, 'beak, nose", Du. sneb, snavel, OHG.
snabul, MHG. snabel, G. Schnabel, 'beak',

OFris, siiavel, 'mouth'. Cp. nib, nipple, snaffle,

snap, snipe, snow, 'a kind of vessel".

Derivative: nebb-ed, adj.

Nebalia, n., a genus of marine crustaceans (zool.)

— ModL., of unknown origin.

Nebiim, n.. pi., the Books of the Prophets, the

second of the three parts into which the Hebrew

Bible is divided. — Heb. n^bhi'tm, pi. of ndbhi',

'prophet', orig. 'the man who calls, proclaims',

fr. stem n-b-', whence nibbd', 'he prophesied",

n'bhud'', 'prophecy'; rel. to Akkad. nabii, 'to

call, announce, proclaim", Arab, ndba'a, 'he ut-

tered with a low voice, announced', ndba\ 'an-

nouncement, information', nab'a , 'low sound'

;

cp. Ethiop. nabdba, 'he spoke' (the original mean-

ing was 'he growled'). Cp. the second element in

Barnabas.



Nebuchadnezzar

Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadrezzar, n., king of

Babylon (604-562 B.C.E.).— Heb. N^bhukhadh-

netztzdr, a collateral foTmoWbhukhadhretztzdr,

fr. Bab. Nabu-kudurri-usur, which prob. means

lit. 'Nebo, protect the boundary'. Cp. Gk. Na-

poxoSpoCTopo; in Strabo 15,1,6, and in Josephus

Flavius, Contra Apionem 1,146.

nebula, n., a cloudlike patch in the sky (astron.)

— L., 'mist, fog, cloud', fr. I.-E. base *(e)nebh-,

'moist, vapor, mist, cloud', whence" also OI.

ndbhas-, 'vapor, cloud, fog, sky', Avestic nabah-,

'air, sky', Gk. vecpo?, vzr^iX-q, 'cloud, mist', OS.

neial, OFris. nevil, MDu., Du. nevel, OHG.
nebul, MHG., G. nehel, 'fog', ON. ni/l- (in

Niflheimr, 'abode of darkness', i.e. 'the nether

world'), njol, 'night', OE. nifol (adj.), 'dark',

MW. nyfel, 'cloud', W. niwl, Co. niul, 'cloud,

fog', Olr. nem, 'sky', OSlav. nebo (gen. nebese),

'sky', Lith. debcsis (for *nebesis), 'cloud' (the

d- is prob. due to the influence of dangiis,

'sky'), Hitt. nepish (gen. nepishash), 'sky', Aves-

tic napta-, 'moist, humid'. Cp. nepheline, nepho-,

Neptune, Nibelungs, nimbus, imbricate.

Derivatives: nebul-ar, adj., nebul-iz-ation, n.,

nebul-ize, tr. v., nebul-iz-er, n., nebulous (q.v.)

nebulosity, n., 1) condition of being nebulous; 2)

cloudiness; 3) a nebula. — F. nebulosite, fr.

Late L. nebulositdtem, ace. of nebulositds, fr. L.

nebulosus. See nebulous and -ity.

nebulous, adj., 1) resembling a nebula ; 2) clouded,

cloudy, misty; 3) vague— L. nebulosus, 'cXouAy'

,

fr. nebula. See nebula and -ous.

Derivatives: nebulous-ty, adv., nebulous-ness, n.

nebule, also nebuly, adj., composed of curves

supposed to represent clouds. — F. nebule, fr.

L. nebula. See nebula.

nebulium, n., name of an unidentified chemical

element {astrophys.) — ModL., fr. L. nebula,

'mist, fog, cloud' (see nebula and chem. suff.

-ium); so called because supposed to occur in

nebulae.

Necator, n., a genus of nematodes, the American

hookworm (zoot.)— ModL., fr. LateL. necator,

'slayer', fr. necatus, pp. of necdre, 'to kill, slay',

fr. nex, gen. necis, 'violent death, murder', which

derives fr. I.-E. base *nek-, 'to destroy; to per-

ish", whence also L. nocere, 'to harm, hurt',

noxius, 'harmful, injurious'. See noxious and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see suff.

-tor.

necessarian, n. and adj. — See necessitarian.

necessary, adj., certain to happen, inevitable, re-

quisite. — ME. necessarie, fr. L. necessdrius,

'unavoidable, indispensable, necessary', fr. ne-

cesse, 'unavoidable, necessary', which stands

for *ne-cezd-tis, *ne-ced-tis, lit. '(there is) no

evasion, (it is) inevitable', fr. negative pref. ne-

and cedere, 'to go away, yield'. For the first

element see no, adj., and cp. nay, for the second

see cede, for the ending see adj. sufT. -ary

Derivatives: necessary, n., necessarl-ly, adv.,

necessari-ness, n.
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necessitarian, n., 1) an adherent of the doctrine

of necessity; 2) adj., pertaining to the doctrine

of necessity. — Formed fr. necessity with suif.

-arian.

Derivative: necessitarian-ism, n., the doctrine of

necessity.

necessitate, tr. v., to render necessary. — ML.
necessitdtus, pp. of necessitare, 'to render

necessary', fr. L. necessitds. See necessity and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives : necessitat-ion, n., necessitat-ive, adj.

necessitous, adj., poor, needy. — See next word

and -ous and cp. F. necessiteux.

Derivatives: necessitous-ly, adv., necessitous-

ness, n.

necessity, n. — ME. necessite, fr. OF. (= F.) ne-

cessite, fr. L. necessitdtem, ace. of necessitds^

'unavoidableness, necessity, compulsion; des-

tiny', fr. necesse. See necessary and -ity.

neck, n., that part of the body which joins the

head to the trunk; the narrowest part of an ob-

ject.— ME. nekke, fr. OE. hnecca, 'nape of the

neck', rel. to OFris. hnekka, MDu. necke, Du.

nek, 'neck', ON. hnakkr, hnakki, Dan., Norw.

nakke, Swed. nacke, 'nape of the neck', OHG.
hnach, hnac, nac, MHG. nac, nacke, G. Nacken,

of s.m., and cogn. with Olr. cnocc, Jr. cnoc, W.
cnwch, OBret. cnoch, 'hill', Toch. knuk, 'nape'.

Cp. nook. Cp. also knacker.

Derivatives: neck, tr. v., to cut off the neck of

(a fowl); to fondle (U.S. Slang); intr. v., to en-

gage in necking (U.S. Slang); neck-ing, n., a

molding near the top of a column.

neck, n., the last sheaf cut at harvest. — Of un-

certain origin.

neckerchief, n., a scarf for the neck. — Com-
pounded of neck and kerchief. Properly, the

word contains a contradiction, since kerchief

denotes a covering for the head, fr. OF. couvre-

chef, lit. 'cover-head'. Cp. handkerchief.

necking, n., 1) a molding around the top of a

column below the capital (archil.); 2) the act

of fondling or caressing. — Formed fr. neck,

'part of the body', with -ing, suff. forming

verbal nouns.

necklet, n., 1) an ornament worn around the

neck; 2) a necklace. — Formed fr. neck, 'part

of the body', with dim. suiT. -let.

necro-, before a vowel necr-, combining form

meaning 'death, dead, corpse". — Gk. vex.po-,

vExp-. fr. vsxpo;, 'dead body, corpse', fr. l.-E.

base *nek-, 'to destroy ; to perish', whence also

L. nex, gen. necis, 'violent death, murder',

nocere, 'to harm, hurt', noxius, 'harmful. In-

jurious". See noxious and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

necrobiosis, n., physiologic death of body cells.

— Medical L., compounded of necro- and Gk.

pttoCTK;, 'manner of life', fr. Pio<;, 'life'. See bio-

and -osis.

necrolatry, n., worship of the dead. — Com-
pounded of necro- and Gk. -XaTpeia, -Xarpia
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fr. XaTpEta, 'hired labor, service, worship'. See

-latry.

necrology, n., a register of deaths, obituary. —
ML. necrologium, compounded of necro- and

Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy and cp. eulogy.

necromancer, n., one who practices necromancy.

— Formed from next word with agential suff.

-er.

necromancy, n., divination by communication

with the dead ; witchcraft, sorcery.— ME. nigro-

mancie, nigromaunce, fr. OF. nigromancie, ni-

gromance, fr. ML. nigromantia, fr. Late L. ne-

cromantla,h. Gk. v£xpo|xavTEia, 'necromancy',

which is compounded of V£>cp6<:, 'dead body,

corpse', and (xavreia, 'oracle, divination'; see

-mancy. The change of Late L. necromania to

ML. nigromantia is due to a confusion of Gk.

VEXpo?, 'dead', with L. niger, 'black' (necro-

mancy was regarded as 'the black art'). F. ne-

cromancie and E. necromancy were influenced in

form by L. necromantia.

necromantic, adj., pertaining to necromancy. —
See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: necromantic-al, adj.

necrophagous, adj., feeding on dead bodies (said

of insects and bacteria). — Compounded of

necro- and Gk. -(payo;, 'eater of, from the

stem of 9ay£tv, 'to eat". See -phagous.

necrophobia, n., an abnormal fear of death or

dead bodies. — Medical L., compounded of

necro- and Gk. -9o[iia, 'fear of, fr. 96^0!:, 'fear'.

See -phobia.

necropolis, n., a cemetery, esp. one belonging to

an ancient city. — Late L., 'city of the dead', fr.

Gk. vexpoTToXic, which is compounded of

V£xp6<;, 'dead body, corpse', and ttoXic, 'city'.

See necro- and policy, 'government'.

necropsy, n., a post-mortem examination, au-

topsy. — Compounded of necr- and Gk. oij/ic,

'sight, appearance'. See -opsy.

necroscopy, n., a necropsy. — Compounded of

necro- and Gk. -crxoTiia, fr. ny.or.zvj, 'to look

at, examine'. See -scopy.

necrosis, n., the death of bodily tissue. — Gk.

vexpcoai?, 'a becoming dead, state of death', fr.

vExpoOv, 'to make dead, to mortify', fr. VExpoq,

'dead'. See necro- and -osis.

necrotic, adj. — See prec. word and -otic.

nect-, form of necto- before a vowel.

nectar, n., the drink of the gods (Greek mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. viy.-rap, 'drink of the gods', esp.

'wine', which prob. derives fr. Heb. (ydyin) niq-

tdr, 'smoked (wine), perfumed (wine)', Niph'al

(= passive form) of the Sem. base q-t-r, 'to

make sacrifices, smoke'; qitter and hiqtir, 'he

made sacrifices, smoked', are Pi'el (= intensive

form), resp. Hiph'il (= causative form) of the

same base, whence also q^fSreth, 'sweet smoke

of sacrifice, incense', Talmudic and Targumic

Aram, qitrd, '(thick) smoke', Ethiop. qefare.

'incense'. From q-t-r, a collateral form of this

base derive Arab, qdtara, 'it exhaled odor' (said

esp. of roast meat), 'it smoked' (said of fire),

qutdr, 'vapor, smoke, aroma', Akkad. qutru,

'smoke', qutrinnu, 'incense offering'; cp. also

Syr. ^dtdr, 'he caused to smoke', 'e/ra, 'frank-

incense' (with change of « to'. Cp. Movers, Die

Phonizier, II, 3, 104, and W. Muss Arnolt in

Transactions and Proceedings of the American

Philological Association, volume XXIII (1892),

p. 143. Cp. Keturah.

Derivatives: nectar-eal, nectar-ean, nectar-ed,

adjs., nectareous (q.v.), nectar-ian, nectar-ine,

adjs., nectarine, n. (q.v.), nectary (q.v.)

nectareous, adj., of the nature ofnectar ; delicious.

— L. nectareus, fr. Gk. VEXTapsoc, 'nectare-

ous', fr. vEXTap. See nectar. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -oq, L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives : nectareous-ly, adv., nectareous-ness,

n.

nectariferous, adj., secreting nectar. — Com-

pounded of nectar and the stem of L. ferre, 'to

bear, carry". See -ferous.

nectarine, n., a variety of peach with a thin,

smooth skin. — Formed fr. nectar with suff.

-ine; so called from its sweet, delicious taste.

nectary, n., the organ that secretes nectar (bot.)

— ModL. nectarium, prop, subst. use of L. nec-

tarius, 'pertaining to nectar", fr. nectar. See

nectar and -y (representing L. -ium).

necto-, before a vowel nect-, combining form

meaning 'swimming'.— Fr. Gk. vrjXTot;, 'swim-

ming", verbal adj. of vrj-X^i'V, 'to swim", which

stands for *va-X£i'', fr. I-E. base *snd-, 'to

flow". See natation and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also Nectria, nekton and the second ele-

ment in Eunectes, Pleuronectidae.

Nectria, n., a genus of sac fungi (bot.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. vY;xTr;i;, 'swimmer', fr. VYiysiv, 'to

swim". See necto-.

Necturus, n., a genus of aquatic salamanders

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. vt^xto;,

'swimming', and oupa, 'tail'. See necto- and

uro-, 'tail-'.

neddy, n., a donkey. — Fr. Neddy, a pet form of

Edward.

nie, nee, adj., born (introduces the maiden name

of a married woman). — F. nee, fr. L. ndta, fern,

of ndtus, pp. of ndsci, 'to be born'. See nation.

need, n., exigency, necessity; poverty. — ME.

ned, nede, fr. OE. nied, ned, neod, nyd, 'urgent

need, compulsion, requirement', rel. to OS.

nod, ON. naudr, Norw. naud, Dan. ned,

Swed. nod, OFris. ned. MDu. nood, noot, Du.

nood, OHG., MHG. not, G. Not, Goth, naujis,

'need', and cogn. with OPruss. nautis, 'need';

formed with formative element -/(' fr. I.-E. base

*ndw-, *n^w-, *nu-, 'to tire, fatigue', whence also

OSlav. naviti, 'to fatigue'. (Lith. ndvyti, of s.m.,

is an OSlav. loan word.) Cp. nudnik.

Derivatives: need-ful, adj., need-ful-ly, adv.,

need-ful-ness, n., need-less, adj., need-less-ly.



need

adv., need-less-ness, n., need-y, adj., need-i-ness,

n.

need, tr. v., to want, be in need of; intr. v., to be

necessary. — ME. neden, needen, fr. OE. neo-

dian, 'to be necessary', fr. neod. See need, n.

needle, n. — ME. nedle, fr. OE. nSdl, rel. to OS.

nathla, ON. nal, Swed. ndl, Dan. naal, OFris.

nedle, OHG. nddala, nddla, MHG. nadele, nd-

del, G. Nadel, Goth, nepla, and, with metathe-

sis, OFris. nelde, MLG. ndlde, MDu. nailde, Du.

naald, 'needle' (Finn, neula and nallo, 'needle',

are Teut. loan words), lit. 'a tool for sewing',

formed with I.-E. instrumental suff. *-tld fr.

l.-E. base *(,s)ne-, 'to spin, to sew with a needle',

whence MLG. neien, MDu. naeyen, Du. naaien,

OHG. ndjan, MHG. mcjen, G. nahen, 'to sew',

OI. sndyati, 'wraps up', sndyuh, 'sinew', Gk.

vsoj, veTv, 'to spin', vyjjxa, 'that which is spun,

thread', VTJ-rpov, 'distaif' , L. neo, nere, 'to spin',

OSlav. niti, nista, 'thread', snujq, snovati, 'to

twist', Lett, sndte, 'a linen cover', Olr. sndthe,

'thread', sndthat, 'needle', W. nyddu, Co. nethe,

'to sew', OW., OBret. notuid, W. nodwydd,

'needle'. Cp. -nema, nemato-, nerve. Cp. also

snood.

Derivatives: needle, tr. and intr. v., needle-ful,

adj.

needs, adv., of necessity; necessarily. — ME.
nedes, fr. OE. nedes, nydes, adverbial gen. of

ned, nyd, 'urgent need'. See need, n.

neem, n., the margosa. — Hind, nim, fr. Ol.

nimhah, which is of unknown origin.

neep, n., a turnip [Scot, and dial.) — ME. nepe,

fr. OE. n-ip, fr. L. ndpus, 'a kind of turnip'. See

navew.

ne'er, adv., nt\M (poet.) — Contracted fr. never,

nef, n., a table ornament in the shape of a ship.

— F., 'ship', fr. L. ndvem, ace of ndvis. See

naval,

nefarious, adj., wicked, iniquitous. — L. nefdrius,

'impious, abominable', fr. nefds, 'wrong, sin,

crime', formed from negative pref. ne- and fds,

'divine law, right', which is rel. to fdri, 'to

speak'. For the first element see no, adv., and

cp. nay. For the second element see -farious and

cp. bifarious.

Derivatives: nefarious-ly, adv., nefarious-ness, n.

negate, tr. v., to deny, nullify; to deny the exist-

ence of- — L. negdtus, pp. of negdre, 'to say no,

deny, refuse', which derives fr. *neg(i), 'not, no',

a strengthened form of *ne, 'not', and is cogn.

with Lith. negi, negu, 'not", OS. nee, 'and not'.

Cp. abnegate, renegade, renege, runagate and

deny. Cp. also the first element in neglect, nego-

tiate. For the ending of negate see verbal sufl".

-ate. For the mode of formation of L. negdre

(from *negi, *neg, 'not'), cp. G. verneinen, 'to

deny' (fr. nein, 'no').

negation, n., denial. — MF. (= F.) negation, fr.

OF. negation, fr. L. negdtionem, ace. of negdlid,

'a denying, denial', fr. negdtus, pp. of negdre.

See prec. word and -ion.
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negationist, n., one who contents himself with

mere negation. — See prec. word and -ist.

negative, adj., 1) expressing denial; 2) the oppo-

site of positive. — MF. (= F.) negatif (fem.

negative), fr. OF. negatif, fr. L. negdtlvus, 'that

which denies', fr. negdtus, pp. of negdre. See

negate and -ive.

Derivatives: negative, n. and tr. v., negative-ly,

adv., negative-ness, n., negativ-ity, n.

negator, n., one who denies. — Late L. negator,

fr. L. negdtus, pp. of negdre. See negate and

agential suff. -or.

negatory, adj., expressing negation. — MF. (=

F.) negatoire, fr. ML. negdtorius, 'negative', fr.

L. negdtus, pp. of negdre. See negate and adj.

suff. -cry.

negativism, n., the opposite of positivism. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. negdtivus (see negative) and

-ism, a suff. of Greek origin.

negativist, n., an adherent of negativism. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. negdtivus (see negative) and

-ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

Derivative: negativist-ic, adj.

neglect, tr. v. — L. neglectus, pp. of neglegere,

negligere, 'to make light of, disregard, be in-

different to, neglect', compounded of *neg{i),

'not', and legere, 'to pick up, gather; to read'.

See negate and lecture,

neglect, n. — L. neglectus, 'a neglecting', fr.

neglectus, pp. of neglegere, negligere. See

neglect, v.

Derivatives : neglect-ful, adj
.
, neglect-ful-ly, adv.

,

neglect-ful-ness, n.

negligee, negligee, also neglige, neglige, n., 1) a

woman's loose dressing gown; 2) any careless

attire. — F. neglige (fem. negligee), pp. of

negliger, 'to neglect', fr. L. neglegere, negligere.

See neglect, v.

negligence, n. — ME. neglygence, fr. MF. (= F.)

negligence, fr. L. neglegentia, negligentia, 'negli-

gence', fr. neglegens, negligens (gen. -entis). See

next word and -ce.

negligent, adj. — ME. negligent, fr. MF. (= F.)

negligent, fr. L. neglegentem, negligentem, ace.

of neglegens, negligens, pres. part, of neglegere,

negligere. See neglect, v., and -ent.

Derivative: negligent-ly, adv.

negligible, adj. — Formed with suff. -ibie fr. L.

negligere. See neglect, v. Cp. F. negligeable.

Derivatives: negligibil-ily, n., negligible-ness,

n., negligibl-y, adv.

negotiable, adj. ^- See negotiate and -able.

Derivative: negotiabil-ity, n.

negotiate, tr. and intr. v. — L. negdtidtus, pp. of

negdtidri, 'to carry on business, deal, trade,

traffic', fr. negotium, 'business, trade', lit. 'lack

of leisure', from the sentence neg'otium est,

'there is no leisure'. The particle ncg' derives fr.

*negi, 'not' ; see negate. For the etymology of L.

dtium, 'leisure', see otiose, for the ending of

negotiate see verbal suflT. -ate.

negotiation, n. — L. negotiStio, gen. -onis, 'busi-

ness, traffic', fr. negdtidtus, pp. of negdtidri,

'to carry on business'. See prec. word and -ion.

negotiator, n. — L. negotiator, 'one who carries

on business by wholesale ; a trader, tradesman',

fr. negdtidtus, pp. of negdtidri. See negotiate and

agential suff. -or.

negress, n., a female negro. — F. negresse, fem.

of negre, 'negro', fr. Sp. or Port, negro. See

Negro and -ess.

Negrillo, n., a Pygmy or Bushman. — Sp., dim.

of negro, 'black'. See Negro.

Negritic, adj., 1) pertaining to Negroes; 2) per-

taining to the Negritoes. — See next word and

adj. suff. -ic.

Negrito, n., a member of a dwarfish race inhabit-

ing the Philippines, the East Indies, the Malay

Peninsula and South Africa. — Sp., dim. of

negro, 'black'. See Negro.

Negro, n., a member of the black race of Africa.

— Sp. and Port, negro, 'black', fr. L. nigrum,

ace. of niger, 'black', which is of uncertain ori-

gin. Cp nero-antico, niello, Nigella, nigger, nigri-

fy, nigritude, denigrate. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in darnel.

Derivative: negro, adj.

negroid, adj., resembling the Negro or Negroes.

— A hybrid coined fr. Negro and Gk. -oEiS-f,;,

'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

Derivative : Negroid, n. , a member of the Negro

race.

negroism, n., 1) advocacy of the cause of the Ne-

groes; 2) a negro idiom. — A hybrid coined fr.

Negro and -ism. a suff. of Greek origin.

negrophile, negrophil, n., one who likes Negroes.

— A hybrid coined fr. Negro and Gk. cptXo?,

'friend'. See -phile, -phil.

negrophobe, n., one who fears or hates the Ne-

groes. — A hybrid coined fr. Negro and Gk.

cp6po?, 'fear'. See -phobe.

negrophobia, n., fear or hatred of the Negroes. —
A hybrid coined fr. Negro and Gk. -ipopta, 'fear

of, fr. 96^01;, 'fear'. See -phobia.

Negus, n., title of the ruler of Abyssinia. — Am-
haric negdsh, 'king', from the stem of nagdsha,

'he forced, ruled', which is rel. to Heb. ndgds,

'he pressed, drove, oppressed', Arab, ndjasa,

'he roused and started the game', Akkad. nagd-

shu, 'to throw down'.

negus, n., beverage made of wine, water and su-

gar. — From its first maker, Colonel Francis

Negus (died in 1732).

Nehemiah, n., 1) masc. PN. ; 2) a) a Jewish leader,

cupbearer of the Persian king Artaxerxes Lon-

gimanus and empowered by him to restore

Jerusalem and rebuild its walls; b) the Book of

Nehemiah, one of the books of the Bible. —
Heb. N^hemyd'', lit. 'the Lord comforts'. For

the first element see Nahum, for the second see

Elijah.

neigh, intr. v. — ME. neien, fr. OE. hnSgan. Cp.

ON. gneggja, Icel. hneggja, Swed. gnagga,

MHG. neifen; of imitative origin.

Derivative: neigh, n.

neighbor, neighbour, n. — ME. neighebour, neigh-

bour, etc., fr. OE.neaAgeAur, lit., 'near-by farm^

er', fr. neah, 'near' and gebur, bdr, 'husband-

man, peasant, farmer'; rel. to Du. (na)buur,

OHG. ndhgibur(o), MHG. ndchgebur, G. Nach-

bar, 'neighbor'. See nigh and boor.

Derivatives: neighbo{u)r, adj., neighbo(u)r, tr.

and intr. v., neighbo(u)r-ed, adj., neighbo(u)r-

hood, n., neighbo(u)r-ing, adj., neighbo(u)r-less,

adj., neighbo(u)r-ly, adj. and adv., neighboiu)r-li-

ness, n., neighbo{u)r-ship, n.

neither, adj., pron., adv., and conj., not either.—
ME. neither, neyther, nother, nouther, naither,

fr. OE. ndwder, contraction of ndhwseder, lit.

'neither of two', fr. ne, 'not', and dhwseder,

'either of two', which is compounded of d-,

'ever, always', and hwseder, 'which of two'. See

no and whether and cp. either. Cp. also nor.

nekton, n., actively swimming organisms on the

surface of the sea (zool.) — ModL., coined by

von Heusen fr. Gk. vrjx-rov, neut. of vtjxto;,

'swimming'. See necto-.

Neleus, n., the son of Poseidon and father of

Nestor {Greek mythol.) — L. Neleus, fr. Gk.

N7)Xeu(; ; of uncertain origin.

Nelly, also Nellie, Nell, fem. PN. — Pet forms of

Ellen, Hellen, Eleanor.

nelly, n., the giant fulmar. — From prec. word.

Nelumbo, n., a genus of plants, the sacred bean

(hot,) — ModL., fr. Singhalese native name.

-nema, combining form meaning 'thread', used

to form generic names in botany and zoology.

— ModL., fr. Gk. vTJjia, 'thread'. See nemato-.

nemat-, form of nemato- before a vowel.

nemathelminth n., any of a group of round, un-

segmented worms (zool.) — Compounded of

nemat- and Gk. SXixi?, gen. gXptiv^o?, 'worm'.

See helminth.

nemato-, before a vowel nemat-, combining form

meaning 'thread' (bot. and zool.) — Fr. Gk.

v5i[ia, gen. vrjfAaToi;, 'thread', from the stem

of vsctv, 'to spin', fr. I.-E. base *ne-, 'to spin,

sew with a needle', whence also OE. nSedl,

'needle', lit. 'a tool for sewing'. See needle and

cp. -nema.

nematocyst, n., the stinging organ of coelentera-

tes (zool.) — Compounded of nemato- and Gk.

xuaTi;, 'bladder'. See cyst.

Derivative: nematocyst-ic, adj.

Nematoda, n., pi., a class of worms (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of nemat- and Gk. -fiSTji;,

'like'. See -ode, 'like'.

nematode, adj., pertaining to the Nematoda; n.,

a member of the Nematoda. — See prec. word.

nematoid, adj., pertaining to the Nematoidea; n.,

a member of the Nematoidea. — See next word.

Nematoidea, n. pi., 1) the same as Nematoda; 2)

the order containing the typical nematodes

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of nemat- and

Gk. -oetSric, 'like', fr. elSoc, 'form, shape'. See

-Did.



Nemean

Nemean, adj., pertaining to Nemea, a valley in

ancient Argolis, in Greece. — Formed with

suff. -an fr. L. Nemeus, Nemaeus, Nemeaeus, ft.

Gk. NsilEO?, Ne(i£i.05, Ns[xeatoc, 'of Nemea',

fr. Nsfxia, N£[xsr], fr. vejio?, 'grove'. See

Nemophila.

nemertean, nemertian, adj., pertaining to the Ne-

mertinea; n., a member of the Nemertinea. —
See Nemertinea and -an.

Nemertinea, n., pi., a class of worms (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. NrjixspTrn;, name of a sea

nymph, fr. VYi^epTV)? (Dor. vaixapxY)?), 'uner-

ring, infallible', formed fr. neg. pref. vtj- (see

no, adv., and cp. nay) and xpiapTtsvEiv, 'to miss

the mark, fail of one's purpose, to err, sin'. See

hamartiology.

nemertinean, adj. and n., nemertian. — Formed

from prec. word with suff. -an.

Nemesis, n., 1) the goddess of retributive justice

in Greek mythology ; hence 2) punishment, re-

tributive justice. — Gk. Ne[.iE<Jic;, fr. vljiEoi;,

'just indignation, jealousy, vengeance (esp. of

the gods)', lit. 'distribution', fr. vsjxciv, 'to deal

out, distribute, allot', which is rel. to vojjiot:,

•land allotted, pasture; district, province', vojiti?

(gen. voiJiaSo;), 'roaming about for pasture;

wandering from one place to another', vofxoi;,

'anything allotted or assigned; usage, custom;

law', fr. l.-E. base *nem-, 'to divide, distribute,

allot', whence also Goth., OE. niman, OHG.
neman, 'to take'. See nimble.

Nemopanthus, n., a genus of plants, the moun-

tain holly (6of.) — ModL., contraction of Gk.

v^[xx, 'thread', ttqui;, 'foot', and Sv-S^o?, 'flower'.

See nemato-, podo- and anther.

Nemophila, n., a genus of plants of the waterleaf

family {hot.)— ModL., compounded of vlixo?,

'grove', and cpiXo;, 'loving, friend'. The first

element is cogn. with L. nemus, 'grove', OI. na-

mah, 'obeisance, adoration', prop, 'a bending,

bowing' (cp. OI. ndmati, 'bends, bows'), Olr.

nemed, 'chapel', MBret. neved, of s.m., Gk.

vsaTjTov, Sp'jv^nETov, 'holy place'; fr. I.E.-

base *nem-, 'to bend'; cp. next word. For the

second element see philo-.

nemoral, adj., pertaining to, or inhabiting, a

grove. — L. nemordlis, fr. nemus, gen. nemoris,

grove'; cogn. with Gk. m£|j.oc, 'grove'. See

prec. word.

nenuphar, n., the white or the yellow water lily.

— F., fr. ML., fr. Pers. mnufar, earlier nilufar,

niliipar, 'water lily", fr. OI. nilolpala-, 'the blue

lotus', fr. nilah, 'dark blue" (see lilac), and ur-

palam, 'blossom of the blue lotus', which is

prob. a loan word from a non-Indo-European

language. Cp. nuphar.

nco-, combining form meaning 'new, recent". —
Gk. VEO-, fr. vEo;, 'new', for *ve,-oc;, fr. l.-E.

*newos, 'new", whence also Goth, niujis, OE.

neowe, 'new'. See new and cp. neon, neoteric,

Nerium, the first element in neossine and the

second element in misoneist.

neodymium, n., a rare metallic element (chem.) —
ModL., shortened fr. rteodidymia, a name coin-

ed by the discoverer of this element Carl Auer

von Welsbach (1858-1929) fr. Gk. vso?, 'new'

(see neo-), and ModL. didymium, the name giv-

en by Mosander to a rare metal which he

thought to be a single chemical element ; see di-

dymium. In 1885 von Welsbach succeeded in

splitting didymium into two elements which he

called rteodidymia and praseodidymia (see prase-

odymium).

Neogaea, n., the Neotropical zoological realm.

— ModL., compounded of neo- and Gk. y7),

'earth'. See geo- and cp. the second element in

Arctogaea, Notogaea.

Derivative: Neogae-an, adj.

neolith, n., a neolithic tool. — Back formation fr.

neolithic,

neolithic, adj., pertaining to the later Stone Age.

— Coined by John Lubbock, the later Baron

Avebury (1834-1913), fr. Gk. veo?, 'new', 'ki&oq,

'stone', and adj. suff. -ic. See neo- and lltho- and

cp. paleolithic.

neologism, n., 1) a new word; 2) introduction or

use of new words or of new meanings of existing

words. — F. neologisme, fr. neologie. See neo-

logy and -ism.

neologist, n., a person who invents, introduces or

uses new words. — F. neologiste, fr. neologie.

See neology and -ist.

Derivatives: neologist-ic, neohgist-ic-al, adjs.

neologize, intr. v., to make a practice of using

new words or new meanings of existing words.—
F. neologiser, fr. neologie. See neology and -ize.

neology, n., neologism. — F. neologie, com-

pounded of neo- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

neomenia, n., the time of the new moon (Greek

and Jewish antiquities) —- Lale L., fr. Gk. veo-

\j.ryioi., 'the new moon; the first of the month',

compounded of veo;, 'new' (see neo-), and [xt,-

vT^, 'moon', which is related to iiry, gen. y.T,^6Q,

'month'. See moon and cp. meno- and words

there referred to.

neomycin, n., an antibiotic isolated by the Amer-

ican microbiologist Selman Abraham Waks-

man (1888- ). — Coined fr. neo-, myco- and

suff. -in.

neon, n., name of a gaseous element (chem.) —
ModL., lit. 'the new (element)", fr. Gk. veov.

neut. of vEo;, 'new' (see neo-); coined by the

discoverers of this element, the Scottish chemist

Sir William Ramsay (1852-1916) and the Eng-

lish chemist Morris William Travers (1872-1961)

in 1898. Cp. krypton, xenon.

Neophron, n., a genus of vultures (ornithol.) —
ModL., so called after Neophron, the name of a

man changed into a vulture, mentioned in the

Metamorphoses of Antoninus Liberalis. The

name is from Greek v£69pcov, which means

'childish in spirit', fr. vioi;, 'young, youthful;
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new', and ?oy]v, gen. 9pEv6?, 'heart, mind,

spirit'. See neo- and phreno-.

neophyte, n., 1) a new convert, a proselyte; 2) a

novice. — Eccles. L. neophytus, fr. Gk. veo-

9UT01;, lit. 'newly planted', whence 'newly ini-

tiated, newly converted', fr. veo?, 'new', and

cpuT6(;, 'grown', verbal adj. of ipuEiv, 'to cause

to grow'. See neo- and -phyte.

neoplasm, n., a morbid growth of tissue, a tumor

(med.) — Lit. 'new formation'; coined by the

German physiologist Karl Friedrich Burdach

(1776-1847) fr. neo- and plasm,

neoplastic, adj., pertaining to neoplasm. — See

prec. word and plastic.

Neoplatonism, Neo-Platonism, n., a school of

philosophy founded in Alexandria in the 3rd

cent. C.E., that combined the teachings of

Plato and some other Greek philosophers with

the mystical doctrines of the East. — Com-

pounded of neo- and Platonism.

Neoplatonist, Neo-Platonist, n., an adherent of

Neoplatonism. — See prec. word and -ist.

neoprene, n., a synthetic rubber formed by the

polymerization of chloroprene (chem. )— Coin-

ed fr. neo- and (iso)prene.

neossine, neossin, n., the chief substance of which

edible birds' nests are made (&/oc/iem.)— Form-

ed with chem. suff. -ine fr. Gk. vEoaaia, 'nest

of young birds', fr. vcocroi?, 'a young bird',

which stands for *ve(.- joxioc, and lit. means

'new inhabitant (of the nest)', fr. vso?, 'new',

and the stem of xEicr^ai, 'to lie down, lie'. See

neo- and civil,

neossology, n., the study of young birds. — Com-

pounded of Gk. vEoaoo;, 'a young bird', and

-XoYia, fr. -Aoyog, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)". See neossine and -logy,

neoteric, adj., recent, new. — Late L. neotericus,

fr. Gk. vEcoTEpixoc, 'youthful, fresh, modern',

fr. VECi'iTspo;, compar. of veoc, 'young, new'.

See neo-, -ther and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: neoteric, n., neoteric-at-ly, adv.

neoterism, n., I) a new word or expression ; 2) the

use of new words or expressions. — Gk. vecote-

ptauLcic, 'innovation', fr. vsoTEpisEtv, 'to make

innovations", fr. vEcoTEpo;. See prec. word and

-ism.

Neotoma, n., the genus consisting of the wood

rats (zool.) — ModL., compounded of neo- and

the stem of teulveiv. 'to cut'. See tome.

Neotragus, n., the genus consisting of the royal

antelope (zool.) — ModL., compounded of

neo- and Gk. Tp-/.-o:. 'goat". See tragic.

Neotropical, adj., pertaining to a zoogeographi-

cal realm comprising Central and South Amer-

ica and the West Indies. — Compounded of

neo- and tropical.

Neozoic, adj., pertaining to, or designating, the

Mesozoic and Cenozoic periods (geol.)— Com-

pounded of neo- and -zoic.

Derivative: Neozoic, n.

nephew

Nepa, n., a genus of insects, the water scorpion

(zool.) — L. nepa, 'scorpion', of African origin.

nepenthe, n., a drug that relieves grief and causes

forgetfulness, — Gk. vt;7iev^ei;, neut. of vyjttev-

&71?, 'fee from sorrow, soothing pain', occur-

ring in the Odyssey, IV, 221, as the attribute of

cpipjiaxov, 'drug', formed fr. negative particle

VYj- (see no, adv., and cp. nay) and ttevS-oc, 'pain,

grief, which is rel. to Tra-S-o?, 'a suffering'. See

pathos,

nepenthes, n., 1) = nepenthe; 2) (cap.) a genus of

insectivorous plants— See prec. word.

Nepeta, a genus of plants, the catnip (hot.) —
ModL., fr. L. nepeta, 'the Italian catnip', prob.

derived fr. Nepete, name of a city in Etruria.

nephalism, n., total abstinence from alcoholic

liquors. — Gk. v7)9aXiCT[i6c, 'soberness', fr.

vTrjcpaXto?, 'sober', fr. vYjtpto, Dor. vatpw, 'I am

sober' ; prob. standing for. I.-E. *nag^h6, 'I am
sober', whence also Arm. naut'i, 'sober'. For

the ending see suff. -ism.

nephel-, form of nephelo- before a vowel.

nepheline, n., a silicate of aluminum, sodium and

potassium (KNa3Al,Si^Oig) (mineral.) — F.

nepheline, coined by the French mineralogist

Abb6 Rene-Juste Haiiy (1743-1822) in 1800 fr.

Gk. vetplXYj, 'cloud"; see nephelo- and chem.

sufl". -ine. Treated with acid, this mineral be-

comes cloudy (whence its name).

nephelinite, n., a dark volcanic rock containing

nephelite and pyroxene (petrogr.) — Formed

from prec. word with subst. suff. -ite.

nephelite, n., nepheline. — Formed—with

change of suffix—fr. nepheline. The name

nepheline was changed to nephel-ite, because

mineral names arc generally formed with the

subst. suff. -ite.

Nephelium, n., a genus of trees of the soapberry

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Late L. nephelion,

name of a plant, fr. Gk. VE9EA10V, prop. dim. of

VE9EX7), 'cloud'. See nepho-.

nephelo-, before a vowel nephel-, combining form

meaning 'cloud". — Gk. VE9EX0-, veqeX-. fr.

VE9EAT,, 'cloud'. See nepho-.

nephelometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the cloudiness of the sky. — Compounded of

nephelo- and Gk. [XETpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: nephelometr-ic, nephetometr-ic-at,

adjs., nephelometr-ic-al-ly, adv., nephelometr-y,

n.

nephew, n. — ME. neve, neveu, fr. OF. neveu, ne-

\ou (F. neveu), fr. L. nepotem, ace. of nepos,

'grandson", in post-Augustan L. 'nephew', in

general (poet.), 'descendant', which stands for

nepot-s and is cogn. with OI. napdt, Avestic na-

pdt-, naptar-, OPers, napdt-, 'grandson, descen-

dant', OLith. nepuotis, nepotis, 'grandson', Olr.

nia, gen. niath, 'son of a sister', W. nei, nai, of

s.m., Co. noi, 'grandson', OE. nefa, OS. nebo,

ON. nefi, OFris. neva, Du. neef, OHG. nevo,

MHG. neve, G. Neffe, 'nephew', Gk. d-v£i|>i<Si;



nepho-

(for *sm-neptiyos), 'cousin, nephew'. Cp. Gk.
VETtoSec (Odyssey 4, 404; said of seals), which

prob. means 'children, descendants', and is the

plural of v£j:o>? (equivalent to L. nepos), but

was refashioned according to the declension of

Tzoiq, gen. TToSoi;, 'foot'. Cp. also niece, nepo-

tism.

nepho-, combining form meaning 'cloud'. — Gk.
vstpo-, fr. vltpoi;, 'cloud' (whence vE9sXy],

'cloud'), which is cogn. with L. nebula, 'mist, fog,

cloud'. See nebula and cp. nepheline, Nephelium,

nephelo-.

nephology, n., that branch of meteorology which

deals with clouds. — Compounded of nepho-

and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoc;, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : nepholog-ic-al, adj. nepholog-ist, n.

nephoscope, n., an instrument for determining the

altitude, velocity and direction of clouds. —
Compounded of nepho- and Gk. -axdiriov, fr.

axoTTEiv, 'to look at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivative: nephosocop-ic, adj.

nephr-, form of nephro- before a vowel.

nephralgia, n., pain in a kidney (med.) — Com-
pounded of nephr- and Gk. -aXyia, fr. SXyoi;,

'pain'. See -algia.

nephrectomy, n., excision of a kidney {med.) —
Compounded of nephr- and Gk. -exTO(j.ta, 'a

cutting out of, fr. eztojiy), 'a cutting out'. See

-ectomy.

nephria, n., Bright's disease (med.)— Medical L.,

,

fr. Gk. v£cpp6(;, 'kidney'. See nephron and 1st -ia.

nephric, adj., pertaining to, or near, the kidneys.

— Formed with sufF. -ic fr. Gk. vstppA?, 'kidney'.

See nephro-.

nephridial, adj., pertaining to a nephridium. —
See next word and adj. suff. -al.

nephridium, n., one of the excretory organs of

some invertebrates (zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

v£cppi8io<;, 'of the kidneys', fr. VEcppo;;, 'kidney'.

See nephro-.

nephrite, n., a variety of jade (mineral.) — G.

Nephrit, coined by the German geologist and

mineralogist Abraham Gottlob Werner (1750-

1817) in 1794 fr. Gk. vscpp-Sc, 'kidney' (see ne-

phro-), and suff. -//, which goes back to Gk.

-Ttt;;; (see subst. suff. -ite); so called in allusion

to its supposed efficacy against diseases of the

kidneys.

nephritic, adj., pertaining to, or affecting, the kid-

neys. — Late L. nephrlticus, fr. Gk. ve^plxixo:;,

'pertaining to the kidneys', fr. V£9p6g, 'kidney'.

See nephro-.

nephritis, n., inflammation of the kidney (med.)

— Late L. nephritis, fr. Gk. vE9piT-i;, fr.

vEippo;, 'kidney'. See nephro- and -itis.

nephro-, before a vowel neplir-, combining form
meaning 'kidney', or 'nephric and'. — Fr. Gk.
verpp6?, 'kidney', which stands for L-E. *neg"h-

rds, 'kidney; testicle', and is cogn. with L.

(Praenestine) nefrones (for *neg"hr6n-), 'kid-
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neys ; testicles', L. (Lanuvian) nebrundines, 'kid-

neys, testicles', ON. nyra, Dan. nyre, Swed.

njure, ONorw. nyra, Norw. ryggja-nyre, 'kid-

ney', ME. nere, MDu. niere, Du. nier, 'kidney',

OHG. nioro, niero, 'kidney, testicle, loin', MHG
niere, nier, 'kidney, loin', G. Niere, 'kidney' (fr.

Teut. *neurian-, *neuran-, fr. l.-E. *neg^hron-).

Cp. perinephrium.

nephrolith, n., a renal calculus (med.) — Com-
pounded of nephro- and Gk. Xi^oc, 'stone'.

See -lith.

nephropexy, n., the fixing of a floating kidney

(med.) — Medical L. nephropexia, compounded
of nephro- and Gk. -TTTj^ia, fr. tt^Si?, 'a making

firm, fastening', which derives from the stem of

Tzrr\--rixny.h, 'to join, make firm'. See -pexy.

nephrosis, n., disease of the kidneys (med.) —
Medical L., coined by Miiller in 1905 fr. Gk.

VEtppoc, 'kidney" (see nephro-), and suff. -osis.

nephrotomy, n., the operation of cutting into the

kidney (surg.) — Compounded of nephro- and

Gk. -TOfjita, 'a cutting of, fr. Toji-;?], 'a cutting'.

See -tomy.

nepotism, n., favoritism shown to relatives esp. in

appointments to high offices. — Orig. favori-

tism of Popes shown to their natural children,

euphemistically referred to as their 'nephews';

F. nepotisme, fr. It. nepotismo, a var. of nipotis-

mo, fr. nipote, 'nephew', fr. L. nepotem, ace. of

nepos. See nephew. For the ending see suff. -ism.

nepotist, n., one who practices nepotism. — See

prec. word and -ist.

Neptune, n., 1) the god of the sea in Roman
mythology; identified later with the Greek god

Poseidon ; 2) name of a planet. — L. NeptHnus,

'the sea god; the sea', prob. fr. L-E. base

*(e)nebh-, 'moist', whence also Avestic napla-,

'moist, humid", L. nebula, 'mist, fog, cloud'. See

nebula.

Neptunian, adj., 1) pertaining to Neptune; 2)

formed by water; 3) pertaining to the planet

Neptune. — See prec. word and -ian.

Neptunist, n., an adherent of the now obsolete

view that the action of water had an important

part in the formation of rocks. — See Neptune

and -ist.

neptunium, n., a chemical element. — ModL.,

coined by E. M. McMillan of the University of

California fr. L. NeptHnus (see Neptune and

chem. suff. -ium). He called this element, which

lies beyond uranium, after the planet Neptune,

because the orbit of this planet round the sun

lies beyond that of the planet Uranus.

Nereid, n., 1) a sea nymph ; 2) (not cap.) any mem-
ber of the genus of worms called Nereis. — L.

Nereis, gen. Nereidos, fr. Gk. Nr,p7;t;, NvjpEtg,

gen. N/;p7)t8o;, Nr^pEiSo;, lit. 'a daughter of

Nereus", fr.Nrjpejc. See Nere us and 3rd -id and

cp. aneroid.

Nereis, n., a genus of marine worms (zool.) — L.,

fr. Gk. Nr)pir)t;, name of a sea nymph (see prec.

word) ; so called because they live in the sea.

Nereus, n., a sea god (Greek mythol.) — L., fr.

Gk. Nyjpeiji;, which is rel. to vapoc, 'flowing,

liquid", vaco, 'I flow". See naiad and cp. Nereid,

Nerine.

Nerine, n., a genus of South African plants of the

amaryllis family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. Nerine,

'Nereid', fr. Nereus. See Nereus.

Nerita, n., a genus of marine snails. — L. nerita,

'a kind of sea niussel', fr. Gk. vTjpEixTji;, vr;-

piTY]?, prob. fr. NTipEJ; (see Nereus); so called

because they live in the sea.

Neritina, n., a genus of snails (zool.) — ModL.,

from prec. word.

Nerium, n., a genus of plants of the dogbane fam-

ily (bot?)— L. nerion, nerium, 'oleander', fr. Gk.

vTipiov, fr. VTjpot;, VEapc;, 'fresh', fr. vso?,

'young, fresh". See neo-.

nero-antico, n., a beautiful kind of black marble.

— It., fr. nero, 'black', and antico, 'antique, an-

cient'. The first element derives fr. L. nigrum,

ace. of niger, 'black'. See Negro. For the second

element see antic.

nerol, n., a liquid alcohol contained in neroli oil.

— Back formation fr. neroli oil.

neroli oil, oil obtained by the distiUation of orange

flowers.— F. neroli, fr. It. neroli; so named after

its discoverer Anna Maria de la Tremoille, wife

of the Italian prince of Nerole.

Neronian, adj., pertaining to, or resembling Nero,

emperor of Rome (54-68). — L. Neronidnus, fr.

Nero, gen. Neronis, 'Nero'. For the ending see

suff. -ian.

nervation, n., the arrangement in the veins of a

leaf or in an insect's wing (bot. and zool.)— See

nerve and -ation.

nerve, n. — L. nervus, 'sinew, tendon ; cord, bow-

string; nerve; vigor, force", cogn. with Gk. vEi3-

pov (for *sneurom) of s.m., OI. snavan-, 'band,

sinew", Avestic sndvar", 'sinew', Toch. B snaura,

'sinews, nerves", Arm. neard, 'sinew", fr. I.-E.

base *(s)ne-, 'to spin, sew with a needle", whence

also Gk. vEEiv, L. nere, 'to spin', MDu. naeyen,

OHG. ndjan, 'to sew'. See needle and cp. neuro-.

For the relationship between Gk. vsOpov and

L. nervus, cp. Gk. TraOpoc, 'little, small', and L.

parvus, of s.m., Gk. auXo?, 'flute, pipe, tube',

a'iXcov, 'a hollow way, canal, channel", and L.

alvus, 'stomach, womb".

Derivatives: nerve, tr. v., nerve-less, adj., nerve-

less-ly, adv., nerve-less-ness, n., nerv-y, adj.

nervine, adj., 1) pertaining to the nerves; 2) af-

fecting the nerves — ModL. nervinus, fr. L.

nervus. See nerve and adj. sufT. -ine.

Derivative: nervine, n., a drug affecting or sooth-

ing the nerves.

nervous, adj., 1) pertaining to the nerves; affect-

ing the nerves; 2) agitated, excitable; 3) strong,

vigorous. — ME. neruous, fr. L. nervosus,

'sinewy, vigorous", fr. nervus. See nerve and

-ous.

Derivatives: nervous-ly, adv., nervous-ness, n.

nervure, n., a rib or vein in a leaf or in an insect's

wing (bot. and zool.) — Formed fr. nerve with

suff. -ure.

nescience, n., want of knowledge, ignorance. —
Late L. nescientia, 'ignorance", fr. L. nesciens,

gen. nescientis. See next word and -ce.

nescient, adj., not knowing, ignorant. — L. ne-

sciens, gen. nescientis, pres. part, ofnescire, 'not

to know, to be ignorant", formed from the neg-

ative particle ne- and scire, 'to know". For the

first element see no, adv., and cp. nay, for the

second element see science, for the ending see

suff. -ent. Cp. nice.

Neslia, n., a genus of plants, the ball mustard

(bot.) — ModL., named after the French bota-

nist J.-A.-N. de Nesle. For the ending see 1st

suff. -ia.

neso-, combining form meaning 'island". — Gk.

v7]oo-, fr. vriaoQ (Dor. vaaoc), 'island", which

prob. stands for *v5-oo!;, lit. 'that which

swims", and is rel. to vri-yziv (for *va-XEi.v),

'to swim". See natation and cp. the second ele-

ment in Chersonese, Indonesia, Melanesia, Mi-

cronesia, Polynesia.

Nesonetta, n., a genus of ducks living in the

Auckland Islands. — ModL., lit. 'island duck',

compounded of Gk. vijao?, 'island', and vtjt-

Ta, Att. form of vrjaaa, 'duck'. For the first el-

ement see neso-. The second element is cogn.

with L. anas, 'duck'; see Anas and cp. Nettapus,

Nettion.

Nesotragus, n., a small genus of antelopes (zool.)

— ModL., compounded of neso- andGk.Tpa-

yoc, 'goat'. See tragic.

ness, n., headland, promontory. — ME. naisse,

nasse, fr. OE. mess, ness, rel. to ON. nes, Dan.

nses, Swed. nds, MLG. nesis), MDu. nesse, nes,

'ness', and to OE. nosu, 'nose'. See nose and cp.

naze.

-ness, suff. forming abstract nouns denoting con-

dition, state or quality. — ME. -nes, -ness, fr.

OE. -nis, -nys, -ness, -nes, rel. to OS. -nissi, -nus-

si, MDu. -nisse, -nesse, Du. -nis, OHG. -nissa,

-nassi, -nussi, MHG. -nusse, -nisse, G. -nis,

Goth, -inassus.

Nessus, n., a Centaur slain by Hercules for trying

to carry off Dejanira (Greek mythol.)— L. Nes-

sus, fr. Gk. NEoaot: ; of uncertain origin.

nest,n.— ME.,fr.OE.,rel.toMLG.,Du.,OHG.,

MHG., G. nest, 'nest', fr. I.-E. *mzdo-, whence

also OI. niddh, 'resting place, nest'. Arm. nist,

'seat', L. nidus (for *nizdds), 'nest", OSlav.

gn^zdo, Lith. lizdas, Lett, ligzda, Olr. net, W.

nyth, Co. neid, Bret, nez, neiz, 'nest". I.-E. *niz-

do-, stands for *ni-zd-o- and lit. means 'a place

to sit down in", fr. *ni-, 'down", and zero degree

of I.-E. base *sed-, 'to sit" [cp. OI. ni-satsuh,

'sitting", ni-sidati, 'sits down, settles", and Gk.

fXfic (metathesis for *oz-d-os), 'branch". Arm.

ost, Goth, asts, OHG., MHG., OS. ast, MDu.
aesi, Du. nest, 'branch, bough", OE. ost, 'knot

in a tree", fr. I.-E. *ozdos, 'that which sits (close

to the trunk)', fr. zero degree of *sed-, 'to sit"].



nestitherapy

See nether and sedentary and cp. eyas, nidus,

nidificate. Cp. also nestle.

Derivatives: nest, intr. and tr. v. nest-er, n.

nestitherapy, n., cure by reducing the quantity of

food (jned.) — Compounded of Gk. v^otlg, 'a

not eating, fasting', and ^spajiEta 'a waiting

on, service, attendance'. The first element is

formed from the negative pref. vvj- (see no, adv.,

and cp. nay) and the base of ^Setv, 'to eat'; see

eat. For the second element see therapy,

nestle, intr. v., to lie close and snug; tr. v., to

settle or shelter, as in a nest. — Prob. not the

equivalent of OE. nestlian, 'to build a nest', but

back formation fr. nestling(q.v.), which was mis-

taken for a pres. part. Cp. darkle.

nestling, n., a bird too young to leave the nest. —
Formed fr. nest with dimin. suff. -ling.

Nestor, n., 1) an old king, the son of Neleus and

Chloris, renowned for his wise counsel (Homer's

Iliad); hence used to denote 2) a wise old man.

L., fr. Gk. N^CTTTtop, lit. 'one who blesses'.

The word is related to Gk. vooto?, 'returning',

orig. 'blessing', v6<JTri[j.o(;, 'blessed'. See nostal-

gia.

Nestorian, adj., 1) pertaining to Nestonus, pa-

triarch of Constantinople (428-431 C.E.), who

was condemned for heresy; 2) pertaining to the

doctrine of Nestorius. — L. Nestorianus, fr.

Nestorius.

Derivatives: Nestorian, n. (q.v.), Nestorian-ism,

n., Nestorian-ize, intr. v.

Nestorian, n., a believer in Nestorianism; a mem-

ber of the Nestorian Church.— See prec. word.

net, n. — ME. net(t), fr. OE. net(t), rel. to OS.

netiti), ON., Norw., Dan. Du. net, Swed. not,

MLG., MDu. net(te), OHG. neizi, MHG. netze,

G. Netz, Goth, nati, 'net', fr. Teut. base 'natja,

lit. 'something knotted', and cogn. with OI.

ndhyati, 'binds, ties', L. nassa (prob. for *nad-

sd), 'a basket for catching fish', nodus, 'knot',

Olr. nascim, 'I bind, oblige', /or-«a/i/m, 'a bind-

ing' ; cogn. also with L. nectere, 'to bind' (which

is a relatively new word, formed on analogy of

pectere, 'to comb'). All the above words derive

fr. I.-E. base *ned-, 'to twist, to knot', an en-

larged form of base *(s)ne-, whence L. ned, nere,

'to bind'. See needle and cp. nettle. Cp. also

nexus, annex, connect, node, noose, ouch.

Derivatives: net, tr. and intr. v., nett-ed, adj.,

nett-er, n., netl-ing, n.

net, adj., free from all deductions. — ME., fr.

MF. (= F.), 'neat, clean". See neat, 'pure'.

Deriva'tive: net, tr. v., to gain as net profit.

nether, adj., lower. — ME. nethere, nilhere, fr.

OE. neodera, nidera, 'lower', from the adverb

neodor, nider, 'downward'; rel. to the adverbs

OS. nithar, ON. nidr, OFris. nither, Du. neder,

neer, OHG. nidar, MHG. nider, G. nieder

(whence the adjectives OS. nithiri, ON. ned(ar)ri,

Dan., Swed. nedre, OFris. nithera, Du. neder,

OHG. nidari, nidaro, MHG. nider(e), G. nieder)

;

prop, comparatives formed fr. I.-E. *ni-, 'down.

below', whence OI. «/, 'down', nitardm, 'down-

wards', nicd, 'below, down', nlcah, 'low', Avestic

ni, 'down'. Arm. ni, n-, 'low', Gk. VEto^ev, 'from

below', VS1.6? (scil. rvj), 'field', prop, 'lowland',

OSlav. ni-zu, 'low, down', ni-va, 'field'. Cp. I.-E.

*ni-zdo- (in L. nidus, OE. nest, etc.), 'nest', lit. 'a

place to sit down in'. Cp. nest, nidus, and the

second element in Upanishad. Cp. also beneath,

underneath.

Nethinim, n., pi., servants who performed the

lowest service under the Levites in the Temple

(Bible) — Heb. nethinim, lit. 'those given (scil.

to the sanctuary)', pi. pass. part, of ndthdn, 'he

gave'. See Nathan.

netsuke, n., a small carved object of ivory, bone

or wood, pierced with holes. — Jap.

Nettapus, n., a genus of very small geese, the

pygmy goose (ornithol.) — ModL., compound-

ed of Gk. VYJTTa, 'duck', and noijc;, gen. ttoSo?,

'foot'. See next word and podal and cp. the sec-

ond element in Nesonetta.

Nettion, n., a genus of ducks, the teal (ornithol.)

ModL., fr. Gk. vtjttiov, dimin. of v^T-ra,

Att. form of v?iaaa, 'duck', which is cogn. with

L. anas, 'duck'. See Anas and cp. prec. word.

nettle, n.— ME. netle, netel, fr. OE. nette, netele,

netel, rel. to OS. netila, dial. Swed. ndtla, Norw.

netla, MDu. netele, netel, Du. netel, OHG.

nessila, MHG. ne3.3el, G. Nessel, fr. Teut. base

*natilon, dimin. of *naton, which appears in

Icel. notit (gras), Norw. brenne-nata, OHG.

no'i^a, 'nettle'. These words prob. meant orig.

'the textile plant', and are derivatives of I.-E.

base *ned-, 'to twist, tie, knot', whence also Olr.

ne-naid, 'nettles', and possibly also Gk. aSixv],

'nettle' (if derived fr. *nd-ikd). See net, n.

neume, also neum, n., musical notation, indi-

cating the melody to be sung to a final syllable

(med. music). — F. neume, fr. ML. neunia, fr.

Gk. 7iv£i)[ia, 'breath'. See pneuma.

neur-, form of neuro-, before a vowel.

neural, adj., pertaining to a nerve or to the nerves.

— Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. vsOpov,

'nerve'. See neuro-.

neuralgia, n., pain along the course of a nerve

(med.) — Medical L., compounded of neur- and

Gk. -a>.-Aa, fr. aXyoc, 'pain". See -algia.

neuralgic, adj., pertaining to neuralgia. — Form-

ed from prec. word with adj. suff. -ic.

neurasthenia, n., nervous exhaustion (med.) —
Medical L., lit. 'weakness of the nenes', fr.

neur- and Gk. aodsvEta, 'weakness'. See as-

thenia.

neurasthenic, adj., suffering from neurasthenia.

— Formed from prec. word with adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: neurasthenic, n.

neuration, n., nervation. — A hybrid coined fr.

Gk. vE'jpov, 'nerve' (see nerve), and -ation, a

suff. of Latin origin. The correct form is ner-

vation (q.v.)

neurectomy, n., excision of a nerve (med.)

Compounded of neur- and Gk. -exTojiia, 'a cut-

ting out of, fr. IxTOfiT), 'a cutting out'. See

-ectomy.

neurilemma, n., the sheath covering a nerve fiber

(anat.) — Medical L., fr. neurilema, a word

coined by the German anatomist John Christian

Reil (1759-1813) fr. Gk. vsQpov, 'nerve', and

>.^(ia, 'will, desire, purpose', which was con-

fused with Xsfifxa, 'rind, cover' (lit. 'that which

is peeled off'). The correct form should have

been neurolemma (cp. the numerous compounds

beginning with neuro-). See neuro- and lepto-.

neivine, n., a poisonous ptomaine obtained

through the putrefaction of flesh, C^H^gON
(chem.) — Formed fr. neur- with chem. suff.

-ine.

neuritic, adj., pertaining to, or having, neuritis.

— See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

neuritis, n., inflammation of a nerve or nerves

(med.) — Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr.

Gk. veupov, 'nerve'. See neuro-.

neuro-, before a vowel neur-, combining form

meaning 'pertaining to a nerve or nerves'. — Fr.

Gk. vEupov, 'sinew, tendon; cord, bowstring,

nerve; strength, vigor', which stands for *sneu-

rom and is cogn. with L. nervus, of s.m. See

nerve and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

perineurium.

neuroglia, n., tissue which supports the essential

nervous tissue (anat.) — Medical L., coined by

the German pathologist Rudolph Ludwig Karl

Virchow (1821-1902) fr. neuro- and Gk. yXia,

'glue', which is cogn. with L. gluten, 'glue'. See

glue, n., and cp. glioma.

neurology, n., the study of the nervous system.—
Prob. coined by the English physician Thomas
Willis (1621-75) fr. neuro- and Gk. -Aovia, fr.

-Xoyoq, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: neurolog-ic-al, adj., neurolog-ist,

n.

neurolysis, n., destruction of nerve tissue (pA_>'iio/.)

— Medical L., compounded of neuro- and Gk.

Xiiait;, 'a loosing, setting free', fr. X'jeiv, 'to

loose'. See -lysis.

neuroma, n., a nerve tumor (med.)— Medical L.,

formed with suff. -oma fr. Gk. vEupov, 'nerve'.

See neuro-.

neuron, also neurone, n., a complete nerve cell

(anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. vsOpov, 'nerve'.

See neuro-.

Derivative: neuron-ic, adj.

neuropath, n. 1) one who suffers from nervous

disease; 2) a neuropathist. — Compounded of

neuro- and Gk. -ra&r,;, fr. 7Ta9cic, 'suffering'.

See -path,

neuropathic, adj., suffering from neuropathy. —
See prec. word and -pathic.

Derivatives: neuropath-ic, n., neuropathic-al-ly,

adv.

neuropathist, n., a specialist in nervous diseases.

— See neuropath and -ist.

neuropathology, n., the study of the diseases of

the nervous system. — Compounded of neiu'o-

and pathology.

Derivative: neuropatholog-ist, n.

neuropathy, n., nervous disease.— Compounded
of neuro- and Gk. -Tta^^Eia, fr. TtaS^oc, 'suffer-

ing'. See -pathy.

neurophysiology, n., the physiology of the nerv-

ous system. — Compounded of neuro- and

physiology.

neuropsychology, n., the study of the connection

between the nervous system and psychological

processes. — Compounded of neuro- and psy-

chology.

Neuroptera, n. pi., an order of insects (entomol.)

— ModL., compounded of neuro- and Gk. ttte-

p6v, 'wing'. See ptero-.

Derivatives: Neuropter-an, adj. and n.

nenropteroid, adj., resembling the Neuroptera. —
Compounded of prec. word and Gk. -oei.8y]c,

'like', fr. sISo?, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

Derivative: neuropteroid, n.

neurosis, n., functional disorder of the nerves

(med.)— Lit. 'nervous condition' ; coined by the

Scottish physician William Cullen (1710-90) fr.

Gk. vsOpov, 'nerve' (see neuro-), and suff. -osis.

neurotic, adj., pertaining to, or acting on, the

nerves. — Formed fr. Gk. vEijpov, 'nerve' (see

neuro-), with suff. -otic. See prec. word.

Derivative: neurotic, n.

neurotomy, n., the surgical cutting of a nerve. —
Compounded of neuro- and Gk. -to^iS, 'a cut-

ting of, fr. T0JJL7), 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

Derivatives: neurotom-ic-al, adj., neurotom-ist,

n.

Neustria, n., the western kingdom of the Franks.

— Late L. Neustria, derived fr. Frankish niust,

'newest', and prop, denoting the 'newest con-

quest' (of the Franks). Frankish niust is the

superl. of niu, 'new', which is rel. to OE. niwe,

neowe, 'new'. See new.

Derivative: Neustri-an, adj.

neuter, adj., neither masculine nor feminine (said

of nouns); neither active nor passive (said of

verbs). — L. neuter, 'neither the one nor the

other, neither of two', formed fr. neg. particle

ne- and uter, 'either of two'. For the first ele-

ment see no and cp. nay, for the second see

whether.

Derivative: neuter, n., the neuter gender; a

neuter word.

neutral, adj., 1) not taking either side in a quarrel

or in a war ; 2) belonging to neither of two classes

or categories; 3) (chem.) neither acid nor alka-

line; 4) (e/ecrr.) neither positive nor negative.

—

MF. (^ F.), fr. L. neulrdlis, fr. neuter. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: neufral-ly, adv., neutral-ness, n.

neutrality, n. — MF. (= F.) neutralite, fr. ML.
neutrdlitdtem, ace. of neutrdlitas, fr. L. neutralis;

see prec. word and -ity. The word neutralite was

introduced into French by Jean Froissart (lived

about 1337-1410).



neutralize

neutralize, tr. v., 1) to make neutral; 2) to render

ineffective. — F. neutraliser, fr. neutral, fr. L.

neutrdlis; see neutral and -ize. F. neutraliser ap-

pears for the first time in Randle Cotgrave's

French-English Dictionary published in 1611.

Derivatives: neutraliz-ation, n., neutraliz-er,

n.

neutretto, n., a neutral meson {phys. and chem.)

— Coined fr. neutron and It. dimin. suflf. -etto

(corresponding to F. -et; see -et).

neutrino, n., a neutral particle smaller than

a neutron {phys. and chem.) — Coined by

the Italian physicist Enrico Fermi (1901-54)

fr. neutrone, 'neutron' (fr. E. neutron), and

dimin. sufT. -ino (corresponding to F. -in). See

neutron and dimin. suff. -ine.

neutrodyne, n., a high frequency radio amplifier.

— A hybrid trade name coined fr. L. neuter,

'neither of two', and Gk. SuvafjLig, 'power'. See

neuter and dyne.

neutron, n., an electrically neuter particle of the

atom discovered by the English physicist James

Chadwig (born in 189!) in 1932 (phys. and

chem.) — Coined fr. L. neuter, 'neither' (see

neuter), on analogy of electron.

neutropliile, adj., that which stains with neutral

dyes (physiol.) — Lit. 'that which is fond of

neither' (i.e. 'the group of white corpuscles that

is neither oxyphile nor basophile'); a hybrid

coined by the Jewish bacteriologist and immu-

nologist Paul Ehrlich (1854-1915) fr. L. neuter,

'neitherof two', and Gk. 9iXoc, 'lover, friend'.

See neuter and -phile.

n^ve, n., a field of granular snow ; firn.— F., prob.

fr. Savoyard nevi, 'mass of snow', fr. It. neve,

'snow', fr. L. nivem, ace. of nix, 'snow'. See snow

and cp. Nivose.

never, adv., not ever; at no time. — ME. nevere,

never, fr. OE. nii-fre, fr. ne, 'not', and ^fre, 'ever'.

See no, adv., and ever.

nevertheless, adv., none the less; yet. — Com-

pounded of never, the and less,

nevus, naevus, n., mole, birthmark (med.) — L.

naevus, 'mole, wart', for *gnaevus, lit. 'born in,

birthmark', from the stem of gignere, 'to beget,

bear, bring forth, produce'. See genus and cp.

words there referred to.

new, adj. — ME. newe, new, fr. OE. niwe, neowe,

rel. to OS. niuwi, niwi, OFris. nie, MDu. nieuwe,

nuwe, nie, Du. nieuw, OHG. niuwi, MHG. niuwe,

G. neu, ON. nyr, Dan., Swed., Norw. ny, Goth.

niujis, 'new", fr. Teut. base *neuja-, correspond-

ing to I.-E. base *newo-, *newio-, *nowio-,

whence OI. navah, ndvyah, Avestic nava-, Mod-

Pers. nau, Toch. A «u, B n{u)we, Hitt. newash.

Arm. nor (gen. noroy), Gk. veoi; (for *v£.''oc),

'new', vsapoc (for*vEfapo?), 'youthful', L. novus,

OSlav. novH, OPruss. neuwenen, Lith. naUjas,

Gaul, novio-, nevio-, Olr. nue, W. newydd, Bret.

newez, 'new'. Cp. now, Neustria and the first

element in Newton. Cp. also neo-, nova, novel,

novercal, novice, nuncio, innovate, renovate.

Derivatives: new-ish, adj., new-ly, adv., new-

ness, n.

newberyite, n., a hydrated magnesium phosphate

{mineral.)— Named after J. Cosmo Newbery of

Melbourne. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

newel, n., 1) a pillar from which the steps of a

winding stair radiate; 2) the post at the top or

bottom of a stair. — ME. nowell, fr. OF. nouel,

noiel (F. noyau), 'kernel, stone', fr. Late L. nu-

calis, 'like a nut', fr. L. nux, gen. nucis, 'nut'.

See nucleus and cp. nux vomica. Cp. also nowel,

noyau,

newfangle, adj., 1) new, novel; 2) tending toward

novelties. — ME. newefangel, compounded of

newe, 'new', and -fangel, from the base offangen,

fongen, fon, fr. OE. fon, 'to catch, seize, take'.

See fang,

newfangled, adj., newfangle.— ME. newefangled,

fr. newefangel. See prec. word and 3rd -ed.

Newmarket, n., 1) a close-fitting coat; 2) a card

game.— In both senses named after Newmarket,

a town in Cambridgeshire, England.

news, n. — Prop. pi. of the adjective new; formed

on analogy of OF. noveles, F. nouvelles. Late L.

nova (pi. neut.), 'news', lit. 'new things".

newsy, adj., full of news (colloq.) — Formed fr.

news with adj. suff. -y.

Derivative: newsi-ness, n.

newt, n., an amphibious batrachian, an eft. —
ME. newte, fr. ewte, fr. earlier evet, fr. OE. efete.

ME. newte arose fr. ewte through a misdivision

of an ewte into a newte. See eft. For similar

misdivisions cp. nickname, nonce, notch.

Newton, masc. PN. — Formed from the place

name Newton, fr. OE. neowa tun, 'new town'.

See new and tovm.

Newtonian, adj., pertaining to Sir Isaac Newton

(1642-1727) or his teachings; n., a follower of

Newton.

newtonite, n., a hydrous aluminum silicate {min-

eral.)—-framed After Newton county in Arkan-

sas. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

next, adj. — ME. nexte, next, fr. OE. nehst,

niehst, 'nearest', superl. of neah, neh, 'nigh'; rel.

to ON. nSstr, Du. naast, 'next', OHG. ndhisto,

MHG. nshest, 'neighbor' (lit. 'the one next'),

G. ndchst, 'next'. See nigh and cp. near.

Derivatives: next, adv., prep., n.

nexus, n., 1) link, tie, connection; 2) series. — L.,

lit. 'that which ties or binds together", fr. nexus,

pp. of necto, nectere, 'to tie, bind, join'. See net,

n., and cp. annex, connect.

Nezlkin, n., pi., the fourth division of the Mish-

nah and Talmud, dealing with criminal and civil

law. — Mishnaic Heb. neziqtn, lit. 'torts, in-

juries, damages', pi. of nezeq, fr. Bibl. Heb.

nezeq, 'injury, damage', which is an Aramaic

loan word. Cp. Bibi.-Aram. *n^zaq (whence

part, ndziq, Dan. 6 : 3), 'he suffered injury',

Aram, nizqd, 'injury, damage", which are related

to Akkad. nazdqu, 'to injure', and to Arab.

ndqafa (a metathesized form), 'he impaired'.

niacin, n., nicotinic acid {chem.) — Suggested by

the American Medical Association as the ab-

breviation of nicotinic acid and suff. -in.

nib, n., 1) beak of a bird; 2) the sharpened point

of a quill pen; 3) the steel, gold, etc. point of a

pen, inserted in a holder. — A variant of neb.

Derivatives: nib, tr. v., to furnish with a nib;

nibb-ed, adj., nibb-er, n.

nib, n., a gentleman. — Probably a gradational

var. of nob, 'a person of high position'.

nibble, tr. v., to bite gently; intr. v., to take bites

gently. — Prob. of LG. origin. Cp. MLG. nib-

belen, NLG. nibbeln, knibbeln, gnibbeln, MDu.
knibbelen, 'to gnaw', Du. knibbelen, 'to cavil,

squabble'.

Derivatives: nibble, n., nibble-er, n.

Nibelungenlied, n., name of a German epic poem
of the 13th century. — G., lit. 'song of the

Nibelungs'. See prec. word and lied.

Nibelungs, n. pi., 1) a race of dwarfs who lived in

Norway and owned a hoard of gold and a magic

ring; 2) the Burgundian kings of the Nibelun-

genlied. — G., lit. 'children of the mist', rel. to

OHG. nebul, OS. netal, OE. nifol, 'mist, dark-

ness', and cogn. with L. nebula, 'mist, fog,

cloud'. See nebula and cp. words there referred to.

niblick, n., a golf club with a heavy well-lofted

head. — Of uncertain origin.

Nicaean, adj., Nicene. — See Nicene and -an.

nice, adj. — ME., 'not wise, foolish, wanton', fr.

OF. nice, 'ignorant, foolish', fr. L. nescius, 'not

knowing, ignorant', fr. neg. part, ne- and the

stem of scire, 'to know', see nescient. The
original meaning of E. nice was 'not wise,

foolish'.

Derivatives: nice-ly, adv., nice-ness, n., nicety

(q.v.)

Nicene, adj., pertaining to Nicaea (called also

Nice) or to the ecclesiastical council held there

in 325. — Late L. Nicaenus, fr. Nicaea, fr. Gk.

Nixata, 'Nicaea, Nice', an ancient city of Asia

Minor (whence the modern Turkish name Isnik

i.e. E'.? Nixaiav, orig. 'to Nicaea'.

nicety, n., exactness, accuracy, carefulness, deli-

cacy; (usually in pi.) minute points, small details

— ME. nicete, meaning also 'foolishness', fr.

OF. nicete, 'foolishness', fr. nice, 'ignorant,

foolish'. See nice and -ty.

niche, n., a small recess in a wall. — F., fr. It.

nicchia, 'nook, niche', fr. nicchio, 'shell', which

prob. derives fr. L. mitulus, mitilus, mytilus,

'mussel'. See Mytilus.

Derivative: niche, tr. v., to place in a niche.

Nicholas, Nicolas, masc. PN. — F. Nicolas, fr. L.

Nicholaus, Nicolaus, fr. Gk. NlxoAaoi;, lit. 'pre-

vailing among the people", fr. vixr;, 'victory',

and >.a6c, 'people'. See Nike and lay, 'pertaining

to the laity'. Cp. Colin. Cp. also Nick, nickel.

nick, n., a small cut, a notch, a groove. — Of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives: nick, tr. v., to make a notch, nicker

(q.v.)

Nick, n., the devil (used only in the phrase Old

Nick). — Dimin. of Nicholas.

nickel, n. — Swed., shortened by the Swedish

mineralogist Baron Axel Fredric von Cronstedt

(1722-65) in 1754 fr. kopparnickel, which was

formed—through substitution of Swed. koppar

for G. Kupfer—fr. G. Kupfernickel, 'copper,

nickel, copper devil'. For the first element of

this compound see copper ; its second element is

shortened fr. the PN. Nikolaus, 'Nicholas', fr.

Gk. NlxoXSo? (see Nicholas). The name Nickel,

used in the sense of 'devil' (cp. Nick, 'the devil')

was given to this ore in sign of contempt, be-

cause, though being copper-colored, it yielded

no copper. For sense development cp. cobalt

and wolfram.

nicker, n., a water sprite. — ME. niker, fr. OE.

nicor, 'a water monster', rel. to ON. nykr, of s.m.

and to OHG. nihhus, 'water sprite', nihussa,

'female water sprite'. See nix, 'water sprite'.

nicker, intr. v., to neigh. — Of imitative origin.

nicker, n., one who nicks. — See nick, v., and

agential suff. -er.

nickname, n., an additional name.— From earlier

neke-name, which arose from a misdivision of

an ekename into a nekename, and lit. means 'an

additional name'. See eke and name. Cp. newt,

nonce, notch, which owe their form to a similar

misdivision.

Derivative: nickname, tr. v.

Nicolas, masc. PN. — See Nicholas.

Nicol prism, — Named after its inventor, the

Scottish physicist "William Nicol (17687-1851).

nicotian, n., tobacco smoker. — The original

meaning of this word was 'tobacco'. It derives

fr. F. nicotiane, 'tobacco', fr. ModL. (herba)

Nicotidna. See nicotine.

Nicotiana, n., a genus of the tobacco plants {bot.)

— ModL. (herba) Nicotidna, 'the herb of Nicot'.

See next word.

nicotine, n., a poisonous alkaloid (Cj^H^N^)

found in tobacco leaves (chem.) — F., formed

—with change of suff.—from earlier nicotiane,

fr. ModL. (herba) Nicotidna, 'herb of Nicot' (
=

'tobacco'), from the name of Jean Nicot (1530?-

1600), ambassador of France at Lisbon, who
introduced tobacco into France (in 1560). Cp.

nicotian, Nicotiana.

Derivatives: nicotin-ean, nicotin-ed, nicotin-ian,

nicotin-ic, adjs., nicotin-ism, n., nicotin-ize, tr. v.

nictate, to nictitate. — L. nictdtus, pp. of L.

nictdre, 'to wink, blink". See next word.

nictitate, intr. v., to wink. — ML. nictildtus, pp.

of nictitdre, freq. of L. nictdre, 'to wink, blink',

fr. nicere, 'to beckon', fr. I.-E. base *kneig^h-,

'to bend', whence also L. *mvere in conivere, 'to

close the eyes, blink, wink at, overlook (errors),

connive at'. See connive and verbal suff. -ate and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: nictitat-ion, n.

nidal, adj., pertaining to a nidus.— See nidus and

adj. suff. -al.



nidamental

nidamcntal, adj., pertaining to a covering for an

egg or eggs (zool.) — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. L. nidamentum, 'materials for a nest, nest', fr.

nidus, 'nest'. See nidus.

niddering, adj., base, cowardly; n., a coward. —
An erroneous form standing for ME. nithing,

'infamous person, coward' ; used by the Scottish

novelist and poet Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832).

See nithing.

nide, n., a nest; specif., a brood of pheasants. —
L. nidus (whence also F. nid), 'nest'. See nidus.

nidificate, intr. v., to build a nest, to nidify. — L.

nidificdt(-um), pp. stem of nidificare, 'to build a

nest', compounded of nidus, 'nest', and -ficare,

it.facere, 'to make, do'. See nidus, and -ficate.

nidification, n. — ML. nidificatio, gen. -onis, fr.

L. nidificatus, pp. of nidificare. See prec. word

and -ion.

nidify, intr. v., to make a nest, to nidificate. — F.

nidifier, fr. L. nidificare. See nidificate,

nid-nod, intr. v., to nod repeatedly.— Antiphonic

reduplication of nod.

nidology, n., the study of birds' nests. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. nidus, 'nest', and Gk. -Xovia, fr.

-Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See nidus

and -logy. The correct form is caliology (q.v.), in

which both elements are of Greek origin.

nidor, n., scent, savor.— L. nidor, 'smell of burnt

things, savor', for 'cnidos, cogn. with Homeric

Gk. zvf(T-/) (fr. *xviS-a-a), Att. y.viaa, 'smell

of a burnt sacrifice, steam, savor", ON. hnissa,

'strong smell, vapor caused by cooking". The

orig. meaning of these words was 'piercing

smell' (for sense development cp. Goth, stigqan,

'to thrust', which is rel. to OHG. stinkan, OE.

stincan, 'to emit an odor'). They are cogn. with

ON. hnita, OE. hnitan, 'to strike, thrust, butt',

Gk. xvit^eiv, 'to scratch, scrape', y.viSv), 'nettle',

Lett, kniest, 'to itch", kniedet, 'to rivet', ON.

knita, 'to rivet", Mir. cned, 'wound". All these

words derive fr. L-E. *qneid-, *qnid-, enlarge-

ment of base *qnei-, *qne-, 'to scrape, scratch,

peel", whence Gk. zvaieiv, xv^v, 'to scrape,

scratch', Lith. knisii, kn'isti, 'to dig, burrow",

knoti, 'to peel off (intr.), OHG. nuoen, 'to scrape

smooth". Cp. cnida.

nidorous, adj., smelling like something burning

(rare). — Late L. nidorosus, 'steaming', fr. L.

nidor. See prec. word and -ous.

nidulant, adj., 1) nestling; 2) lying free in a nest-

like cavity (hot.) — L. nidulans, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of niduldri, 'to build a nest", fr. nidulus, 'a

little nest", dimin. of nidus. See next word, -ule

and -ant.

nidus, n., a nest; a breeding place; a place where

germs of disease are developed. — L. nidus,

'nest', for *nizdds. See nest and cp. nidamental,

nide, nidulant.

niece, n. — ME. nece, neyce, fr. OF. niece (F.

niece), fr. VL. neptia (whence also OProven?.

nepsa, 'niece'), a var. of VL. nepta (whence
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OProven?. neta, 'niece', Sp. nieta, Catal., Port.

neta, 'granddaughter'), fr. L. neptis, 'grand-

daughter', in Late L., 'niece', which is rel. to

nepos, gen. nepotis, 'grandson', in post-Augus-

tan L., 'nephew', and cogn. with Ol. naptih,

Avestic napti-, 'granddaughter', OLith. nepte, of

s.m., Czech net\ 'niece', Olr. necht, W., OBret.

nith, MBret. niz, Co. noith, 'niece', ON. nipt,

'sister's daughter, niece', OE. nift, 'niece, grand-

daughter, stepdaughter', OHG. nift, of s.m.

(whence the dimin. OHG. niftila, MHG. niftet,

'niece, mother's sister, cousin'), MDu. nifte,

nichte (Du. nicht), MLG. nifte, nichte (whence

G. Nichte), 'niece'. See nephew,

niello, n., metallic alloy of sulfur with silver, cop-

per, lead, etc. — It., fr. VL. *nigellum, 'a kind

of black enamel', subst. use of L. nigeUum, neut.

of nigellus, 'somewhat black', which is a dimin.

of niger, 'black'; so called in allusion to the

color of this alloy. See Negro and cp. Nigella

and the second element in darnel.

Derivative: niello, tr. v., to decorate with niello.

Niersteiner, n., a white Rhine wine of fine quality.

— Prop, 'wine ofNierstein', a village near Mainz,

Germany. For the ending see subst. suff. -er.

Nietzschean, adj., pertaining to the German phi-

losopher Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche (1844-

1900) or his doctrines; n., a follower of Nietz-

sche.

Nietzscheanism, n., the philosophy of Nietzsche.

— Formed from prec. word with suff. -ism.

nieve, n., a fist. — ME. neve, nefe, fr. ON. hnefi,

'fist' (whence Dan. nxve).

nifle, n., a trifle {dial.) — Perh. a blend of L. tuhit

(see nihil) and trifie. Cp. drail.

nifty, adj., smart, stylish {American Slang). —
Of uncertain origin.

Nigel, Neal, Neil, Niall, masc. PN. — Fr. Nialt,

lit. 'courageous'; rel. to Ir. niadh, 'champion'.

The name was Latinized into Nigellus, whence

arose the form Nigel. Cp. the unrelated Roman
surname Nigellus ,X\\is latter prop, means 'some-

what black', and is the dimin. of niger, 'black'

(see next word).

Nigella, n., a genus of plants, the fennel flower

(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. nigella, fem. oi nigellus,

dimin. of niger, 'black' (see Negro and -ella and

cp. niello) ; so called from the black color of the

seeds.

niggard, n., a mean person, a miser; adj., mean,

miserly. — ME. niggard, nigard, fr. ME. nig, 'to

be stingy", which is prob. of Scand. origin; cp.

ON. hnoggr, 'stingy". Cp. niggle. For the ending

see suflf. -ard.

Derivatives: niggard-ly, adj. and adv., niggard-

li-ness, n.

nigger, n., a Negro. — Earlier neger, fr. F. negre,

fr. Sp. negro. See Negro.

Derivatives: nigger-ish, adj., nigger-ling, n.

niggle, intr. v., to busy over trifles — Related to

dial. Norw. nigla, 'to busy over trifles', and prob.

also to niggard.

Derivatives: niggl-ing, niggl-y, adjs.

nigh, adv., near. — ME. neih, neigh, nigh, fr. OE.
neah, neh, 'near', adv. and adj., rel. to OS. ndh,

adv. and adj., ON. nd-, Dan., Swed. na- (in com-
pounds), OFris. nei, ni, adv. and adj., MDu. nd,

Du. na, adv., adj. and prep., 'nigh, after', OHG.
ndh, MHG. ndch, G. nah, adv. and adj.,

Goth, neha, adv., and prob. cogn. with MPers.

nox, 'the first' (see Chr. B. Bartholomae, Zum
altiranischen Worterbuch, p. 48). Cp. near (fr.

OE. near, compar. of neah), and next (fr. OE.
nehst, niehst, superl. oi neah). Cp. also the first

element in neighbor.

Derivative: nigi^j^rep.

nigh, adj., near. — ME. neigh, neih, neh, fr. OE.
neah, neh. See nigh, adv.

night, n. — ME. niht, night, fr. OE. neaht, niht,

rel. to OS., OHG., MHG. naht, OFris., MDu.,
Du., G. nacht, ON. ndtt, ndtt, Dan. nat, Swed.

natt, dial. Norw. natt, nott, Goth, nahts, fr. Teut.

base *naht, corresponding to L-E. *noqt-,

whenceOL «d/cfam (adv. ace), 'at night', ndktih

(ace. pi.), 'nights', Gk. vu? (gen. vukto?
) , L. nox

(gen. noctis). Alb. note, OSlav. noStl, Lith. nak-

tis, 'night', Olr. in-nocht, 'tonight', "W. he-noid,

'tonight', peu-noeth, 'every night', W., Co. nos,

Bret, noz, 'night', Toch. A n{o)ktirri, 'toward

evening', Hitt. nekus (gen.)
,

'evening'. Cp. nocti-,

nocturnal, nycti-, the first element in nightingale,

Nakshastra, and the second element in acron-

ychal, equinox.

Derivatives: night, adj., nightly (q.v.)

nightingale, n., a small singing bird, Daulias lu-

scinia. — ME. nihtegale, nightingale, fr. OE.
nihtegale, lit. 'the night-singer', fr. niht, 'night',

and galan, 'to sing'; cp. OS. nahtigala, Du.
nachtegaal, OHG. nahtagala, MHG. nachte-

gal{e), G. Nachtigatl, and see night and yell. For
sense development cp. Gk. (xtjScov, 'nightingale',

fr. dsiSeiv, 'to sing', and L. luscinia 'nightingale',

whose second element comes fr. canere, 'to sing'.

nightjar, n., the goatsucker. — Compounded of

night and jar, 'to creak'; so called from the

jarring sound made by the male goatsucker.

nightly, adj., pertaining to, or happening, every

night.— ME. nihtlich, nightly, fr. OE. nihtlic, fr.

niht, 'night'. See night and adj. suff. -ly.

nightly, adv., every night.— ME., fr. nihtlich, adj.

See night and adv. suff. -ly.

nightmare, n., 1) an incubus; 2) a frightening

dream. — Compounded of night and mare, 'in-

cubus'.

Derivatives: nightmare, tr. v., nightmar-ish, adj.,

nightmar-ish-ly, adv., nightmar-y, adj.

nightshade, n., any of various poisonous plants of

the genus Solanum; the belladonna. — ME.
nighteschede, fr. OE. nihtscada, lit. 'shade of

night' (see night and shade) ; so called in allusion

to its narcotic or poisonous qualities. Cp. Du.
nachtschade, G. Nachtschatten, 'nightshade'.

nighty, n., a nightgown or nightshirt (colloq.) —
Formed fr. night with dimin. suff. -y.

nigrescence, n., 1) process of becoming black; 2)

blackness— Formed fr. nigrescent with suff. -ce.

nigrescent, adj., 1) becoming black; 2) tending to
become black.— L. nigrescens, gen. -entis, pres.
part, of nigrescere, 'to become black', incho-
ative of nigrere, 'to be black', fr. niger, 'black'.

See Negro and -escent.

nigrify, tr. v., to blacken. — Late L. nigrificdre,

lit. 'to make black', compounded of L. niger,

'black', and -ficare, U.facere, 'to make, do'. See
Negro and -fy.

nigritude, n., blackness. — L. nigritudo, 'black-

ness', fr. niger, 'black'. See Negro and -tude.

nihil, n., nothing; a thing of no value. — L.,

'nothing', fr. nihilum, for *nehllum, lit. 'not even
a trifle', fr. negative pref. ne- and hllum, 'a little

thing, a trifle'. For the first element see no, adv.,

and cp. nay, for the second see hilum. Cp. nil,

nihilism, annihilate, vilipend.

nihilism, n., 1) the doctrine of negation; 2) {cap:)

the doctrines of the Russian revolutionary an-
archism ( 1 860- 1 9 17) .

— G. Nihilismus, coined by
the German philosopher Friedrich Heinrich
Jacobi (1743-1819) fr. L. nihil, 'nothing', and
suff. -ismus. See nihil and -ism. In its political

sense, the word Nihilismus was first used by the
German journalist Joseph von Gorres (1776-
1848). Turgeniev also uses the words nihilism

and nihilist in their political meaning (in his

novel Fathers and Children, published 1 862) and
claims to be the inventor of these words.

nihilist, n., 1) an adherent of nihilism ; 2) (cap.) a
member of the Russian revolutionary party
(1860-1917). — Prob. fr. F. nihiliste, which is

formed fr. L. nihil, 'nothing', and sufl". -iste. See
nihil and -ist and prec. word.
Derivatives: nihilist, nihilist-ic, adjs.

nihility, n., nothingness. — ML. nihititds, fr. L.
nihil, 'nothing'. See nihil and -ity.

Nike, n., the goddess of victory in Greek mythol-
ogy; identified by the Romans with the goddess
Victoria. — Gk. Nfxi], lit. 'victory', prob. rel.

to vEixo?, 'quarrel, strife, feud', vEtxeiv, 'to

quarrel with, to chide, rail at', and cogn. with
Lith. ap-ninkii, apnikti, 'to assail, attack', Lett.

nikns, 'violent, angry', nalks, 'quick, violent'.

Cp. Nicholas, Berenice, Eunice, epinicion, Poly-
nices, varnish.

nil, n., nothing. — L., contraction of nihil. See
nihil.

nilgai, also nylgfaai, nylghau, n., a large Indian
antelope. — Pers. and Hind, nilgdw, lit. 'blue
cow', fr. Pers. nil, 'blue', and gdw, 'cow', which
is rel. to Avestic gdush, of s.m. For the first ele-

ment see lilac, for the second see cow, and cp.
gaur and words there referred to.

nill, intr. and tr. v., not to will (now used only in
some archaic phrases as will he, nill he). — ME.
nillen, fr. OE. nyllan, contraction of ne wyllan,
'not to will'. See will and cp. willy-nilly.

NUometer, n., an instrument for measuring the
rise of the Nile. — Gk. NeiXoiJifrptov, com-



Nilotic

pounded of NeiXo?, 'Nile', and ^Ixpov, 'meas-

ure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Nilotic, adj., pertaining to the Nile, the Nile re-

gion or the Negroes who live in the valley of the

White Nile.— L. Niloticus, fr. Gk. NsiXtoTi-x6?,

'of, or pertaining to, the Nile', fr. NeiXo?,

'Nile'. For the ending see suflf. -otic.

niin,tr.and intr. v., to take; to steal (archaic)—
OE. niman, 'to take', fr. I.-E. base *nem-, 'to

divide, distribute, allot'. See next word and cp.

words there referred to.

nimble, adj., quick, agile, alert. — ME. nimel,

'quick, nimble', prob. with the original mean-

ing 'quick to take', and formed with adj. suff.

-le fr. nimen, 'to take', fr. OE. niman, which is

rel. to OS., ODu., Goth, niman, ON. nema,

OFris. nema, nima, OHG. neman, MHG. nemen,

G. nehmen, 'to take', fr. I.-E. base *nem-, 'to

divide, distribute, allot', whence also Avestic

n^mah-, 'loan', Gk. vl(i.si.v, 'to deal out, dis-

tribute, allot', vl(jtEat?, 'just indignation, jeal-

ousy, vengeance (esp. of the gods)', vo[j.6<;,

'land allotted, pasture; district, province',

voiio?, 'anything allotted or assigned; usage,

custom; law', L. numerus, 'number', Lith. niio-

ma, nudmas, Lett, nudma, 'rent, interest', Mir.

nos, MBret. naux, 'custom, usage'. See numb,

and cp. nim. Cp. also Nemesis, noma, nomad,

noma, Nomeus, Nomic, nomistic, nomo-, -nomy,

number, numeral, numeric, numismatic, num-

mary, nummular, and the second element in

gnome, 'a dwarfish person', and in withernam.

The b in nim-b-le is intrusive; cp. grumble,

ramble.

Derivatives: nimble-ness, n., nimbl-y, adv.

nimbose, adj., cloudy. — L. nimbosus, 'cloudy,

stormy', fr. nimbus. See nimbus and -ose.

Derivative: nimbos-ity, n.

nimbus, n., 1) a cloudlike splendor round the

head of a divinity ; a cloud surrounding a person

or thing; an aura, a halo (art); 2) a raincloud

(meteor.) — L., 'rainstorm, thundercloud', fr.

*nembhos; cogn. with Pahlavi namb, nam, 'dew,

fog, mist', ModPers. nem, 'moist, moisture', fr.

I.-E. base *nembh-, which is rel. to base *enebh-,

'moist, vapor, mist, cloud', whence OI. ndbhas-,

'mist, cloud, sky', Gk. y&'?o<;, vEcpeXi^, 'cloud,

mist', L. nebula, 'mist, fog, cloud'. See nebula

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: nimbus-ed, adj.

nimiety, n., excess, redundancy. — L. nimietas,

'excessiveness', fr. nimius, 'beyond measure, ex-

cessive', fr. nimis 'too much, beyond measure,

excessively', which prob. stands for *nimis,

contraction of *ne-mi-is and lit. means 'not too

little', fr. negative pref. ne- and I.-E. base *mei-,

'to lessen', whence also L. minor, minus, 'smaller,

less'. For the first element see no, adv., and cp.

nay, for the second see minimum,

niminy-piminy, adj., mincing; affected; refined.—

Imitative of mincing, refined speech.

Nimrod, n., 1) the son of Cush, referred to in Gen.

10 : 8-10 as 'a mighty hunter' ; 2) hence the name

is used to denote an expert hunter. — Heb.

Nimrodh.

Nina, fem. PN. — Russ., prob. formed with

aphaeresis of the first syllable from Annina,

dimin. of Gk. "Avva, fr. Heb. Ifanna , lit.

'grace'. See Ann, Hannah and cp. F. Ninon, Ni-

nette, which are diminutives of Anne, 'Ann'.

nincompoop, n., a fool, simpleton. — Prob. an

invented word.

Derivatives: nincompoop-ery, n., nincompoop-

ist, adj.

,ri„e, adj.— ME. nigen, nine, fr. OE. nigon, nigan,

rel. to OS. nigun, OFris. niugun, nigun, ON. niu,

Dan. ni, Swed. nio, dial. Norw. nio, nie, MLG.,

Du. negen, OHG., MHG. niun, G. neun, Goth.

niun, 'nine', and cogn. with OI. ndva, Avestic

nava, Toch. nu. Arm. inn (for *envan), Gk. 4vvla

(for *EWsfa), Alb. nsnde, L. novem (for *no-

ven ; the change of -n to -m is due to the analogy

of L. septem, 'seven', decern, 'ten'), Lith. devyni,

Lett, dewini, OSlav. deviti (the change of the

initial n- to d- in the Balto-Slavonic languages

is due to dissimilation, n-n having become d-n),

Olr. noi n-, W., Co. naw, 'nine'. All these words

derive fr. I.-E. *enewen, *enwn, *newn, 'nine',

and are prob. cogn. with OI. ndvafi, Gk. \itoq

(for *v£fo?), L. novus, etc. 'new', a supposition

corroborated by thefactthatl.-E. *oktou, 'eight',

is a dual form, hence orig. meant 'two fours'

(tetradic system!) Accordingly nine seems to

have meant originally 'the new number (scil. of

the third tetrad i.e. the first of the numbers 9,

10, 11, 12). See new and cp. ennea-, nonage-

narian, nonagon, nonary, nones, noon, November.

Derivative: nine, n.

nineteen, adj.— ME. nigentene, nynetene, fr. OE.

nigontiene, nigontyne. See nine and -teen.

Derivative: nineteen, n.

nineteenth, adj. — ME. nyntenthe, formed on

analogy oifourth by adding -tli to nineteen. The

OE. form is nigon-teoda.

Derivative: nineteenth, n.

ninetieth, adj. — ME. nyntithe, formed fr. ninety

with numeral suff. -th.

ninety, adj. — ME. nigenty, nyneti, fr. OE. nigon-

tig. See nine and the numeral suff. -ty.

Derivative: ninety, n.

ninny, n., a fool, a simpleton. — Fr. a ninny,

corrupted fr. an innocent and influenced in form

by It. ninno, 'baby, child'.

ninth, adj. — Formed on analogy oifourth, etc.,

by adding -th to nine.

Derivatives : ninth, n., ninth-ly, adv.

Niobe, n., the daughter of Tantalus and wife of

Amphion whose seven sons and seven daugh-

ters were slain by Apollo and Artemis (Greek

mythol.) — L. Nioba, Niobe, fr. Gk. ^Ni6Pt],

prob. fr. Heb. neeyabha!', fem. of neeydbh, 'the

object of enmity (for the gods)', prop. Niph'al

(=passive) participle ofdydbh, 'was hostUe to',

whence also oyebh (prop, a participle), 'enemy'.

ebhd , 'enmity', Akkad. aydbu, 'enemy', and the

Hebrew PN. lyyobh. Cp. Job and niobium. For
other Greek mythological names of Hebrew
origin see Cadmus, Danae, Danaiis.

Derivative: Niobe-an, adj.

niobic, adj., columbic (chem.) — Formed fr. nio-

bium with adj. suff. -ic.

niobite, n., columbite (mineral.) —• Formed fr.

niobium with subst. suff. -Ite.

niobium, n., a metallic elementnow called colum-

bium (chem.) — ModL., coined by the German
chemist Heinrich Rose (1795-1864) in 1844

from the name of*9fiobe, the daughter of Tan-
talus (see Niobe and chem. suff. -ium); so called

by him in allusion to its resemblance to tan-

talum (q.v.)

nip, tr. and intr. v., to pinch sharply; to bite —
ME. nippen, prob. fr. MLG. nippen, 'to pinch'

(cp. Du. nijpen, 'to pinch').

Derivative: nip, n., a pinch, bite.

nip, n., a sip.— Cp. LG. and Du. nippen, 'to sip',

and E. nip, 'to pinch'.

nipa, n., an East Indian palm. — Sp. and Port.,

fr. Malay nlpah.

nipper, n., 1) one who, or that which, nips or

pinches; 2) a small boy (British colloq.); 3) pi.,

small pincers.— Formed fr. nip, 'to pinch', with

agential suff. -er.

nipping, adj., that which nips; sharp. — Formed
with part. suff. -ing fr. nip, 'to pinch'.

Derivative: nipping-ly, adv.

nipple, n., mammilla, teat. — From earlier neble,

lit. 'a small projection', dimin. of neb. Cp. nib.

Derivative: nipple, tr. v.

nippy, adj., 1) nipping, pinching; 2) sharp; 3)

quick, active (British colloq.) — Formed with

adj. suff. -y fr. nip, 'to pinch'.

nirvana, n., extinction of the individual soul by
absorption into the supreme spirit (Hinduism)
— OI. nirvdnah, lit. 'a blowing out (of a light),

extinction, disappearance', which is formed fr.

nis-, nir-, 'out, forth, away' (which is rel. to

Avestic nish; of s.m., and prob. cogn. with

OSlav. nisti, 'poor'), and vdti, 'it blows', for

whose etymology see wind, n.

Derivative: nirvan-ic, adj.

Nisan, n., name of the first Jewish month— Heb.

Nisdn, fr. Akkad. nisannu.

nisi, conj., unless, if not (a term used in law, as

decree nisi, order nisi, etc.)— L., 'unless, if not',

assimilated fr. *ne-si, fr. neg. pref. ne- and si, 'if.

For the first element see no, adv., and cp. nay.

The second element stands for sei and is related

to Oscan svai, suae, Umbrian sve, sve. The
original meaning of L. ifwas 'so' ; hence sic (for

si-c), 'so'. See sic and cp. the second element in

quasi.

nisus, n., effort, endeavour.— L. nisus, 'a striving,

exertion, effort', fr. nisus, pp. of nitor, niti, 'to

strive, make an effort, exert oneself, which
stands for *mvitor (fr. *kneig^hetdr) or *mvitor

(fr. *kmg*'hetdr) and is rel. to *mvere in conive-

re, 'to close the eyes, blink, wink at, overlook

(errors), connive at'. See connive and cp. nicti-

tate, renitent.

nit, n., the egg of a louse. — ME. nite, fr. OE.
hnitu, rel. to Norw. nit. MDu. nete, Du. neet,

OHG. (h)nis, MHG. nis, nisse, G. Nifi, and
cogn. with Arm. anic, 'louse", Gk. xovi?, gen.

KoviSo?, 'egg of a louse' (prob. for *xvi; and in-

fluenced in form by xdvii;, 'dust'). Alb. ^£n/(for

*knidd), 'louse', Mir. sned (for *sknidd), 'egg

of a louse'.

Derivatives: nit-t-er, n., nit-t-y, adj.

niter, nitre, n., nitrate of potassium (chem.) — F.

nitre, fr. L. nitrum, fr. Gk. vtTpov, 'native sodi-

um carbonate, natron', fr. Heb. nether, 'carbon-

ate of soda, natron' (stem nithr-; cp. Aram.
nithrd). Cp. nitrogen, natron.

nithing, n., a cowardly person (archaic). — ME.,
fr. OE. niding, 'infamous man', fr. ON. nldingr,

fr. nld, 'envy, hatred' (whence also Dan. nid,

'envy, grudge, jealousy'), which is rel. to OE.
nld, 'quarrel, emnity, hatred, battle', OS., OFris.

nlth, 'hatred, envy', Du. nijd, 'envy', OHG. nid,

nidh, nith, 'anger, envy, hatred', MHG. nit, nid,

G. Neid, 'envy, grudge, jealousy', Goth, neip,

'ill-will, envy, jealousy', and cogn. with Olr.

nith, 'combat, fight'. Cp. niddering.

nitid, adj., bright. — L. nitidus, 'shining, glitter-

ing, bright', fr. nitere, 'to shine'. See neat, adj.

niton, n., a chemical element — A Modi, hybrid

formed on analogy of argon fr. L. nitere, 'to

shine' (see neat, adj.); so called by the English

chemist Sir William Ramsay (1852-1916) in 1912,

because it glows in the dark.

nitr-, a form of nitro-, before a vowel.

nitrate, n. (chem.), 1) a salt of nitric acid; 2) po-

tassium nitrate or sodium nitrate. — Formed
fr. niter with chem. suff. -ate.

Derivative: nitrate, tr. v., to treat with nitric

acid.

nitric, adj., 1) pertaining to niter; 2) pertaining

to nitrogen; 3) containing nitrogen. — F. nitri-

que, fr. nitre. See niter and adj suff. -ic.

nitride, also nitrid, n., a compound of nitrogen

with a more electropositive element (chem.) —
Formed fr. niter with suff. -id(e).

nitrification, n., the act of nitrifying.— F., coined

by the French chemist Guyton de Morveau
(1737-1816) in 1787. See niter and -fication.

nitrify, tr. v. 1) to convert into niter; 2) to oxidize

(ammonium salts, etc.) into nitrites and ni-

trates ; 3) to impregnate with nitrates (chem. and
bacterial.) — F. nitrifier (see niter and -fy) ; first

used by Thouvenel in 1797.

nitrite, n., a salt of nitrous acid (chem.) —
Formed fr. niter with suff. -ite.

nitro-, before a vowel nitr-, combining form used
in the senses : 1) containing nitrogen ; 2) con-

taining nitric or nitrous acid.— Gk. vtrpo- (cp.

e.g. vtTpo-TcoiAc;, 'producing niter'), fr. vkpov,
'sodium, carbonate'. See niter.

nitro, adj., containing nitrogen. — From nitro-.
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nitrogen, n., a colorless, tastless, odorless gase-

ous chemical element. — F. nitrogine, coined

by the French chemist Jean-Antoine Chaptal

(1756-1832) in 1790 fr. nltro- and suff. -gene (ft.

Gk. -Y£vv)i;, 'born of, produced by')- See -gen.

Derivative: nitrogen-ous, adj.

nitroglycerine, n., an explosive oily liquid,

C3H5(N03)3, obtained by treating glycerine

with nitric and sulfuric acids. — Compounded

of nitro- and glycerine.

nitros-, form of nitroso- before a vowel.

nitrosify, v., to convert into nitrous acid {ahem.)

— Formed fr. nitrous with suff. -fy. Cp. nitrify,

nitroso, adj., containing or designating the NO
radical {chem.) — See nitroso-.

nitroso-, before a vowel nitros-, combining form

denoting the presence of the NO radical (chem.)

— Fr. L. nitrosus, 'full of natron'. See nitrous,

nitrosyl, n., the nitroso radical (NO). — See ni-

troso and -yl.

nitrous, adj., 1) pertaining to, or containing, niter

;

2) designating a compound, in which the ni-

trogen has a lower valence than in the corre-

sponding nitric compound (chem.)— L. nitrosus,

'full of natron', fr. nitrum, 'natron'. See niter

and -ous.

nitroxyl, n., the radical NO^ (chem.) — Com-

pounded of nitr-, ox(ygen) and -yl.

nitryl, n., the same as nitroxyl. — Compounded

of nitr- and -yl.

nival, adj., 1) pertaining to snow; 2) growing in

the snow (said of plants). — L. nivalis, 'per-

taining to snow, snowy', fr. nix, gen. nivis,

'snow'. See snow and adj. suff. -al and cp. next

word.

Niyose, n., name of the 4th month of the French

Revolutionary calendar (lasting fr. Dec. 21st to

Jan. 19th). — F., lit. 'month of snow'; coined

by Fabre d'feglantine in 1793 fr. L. nivosus, 'full

of snow, snowy', fr. nix, gen. nivis, 'snow'. See

snow and adj. suff. -ose and cp. next word.

nivosity, n., snowiness — Formed with suif. -ity

fr. L. nivosus. See prec. word.

nix, n., masc, nixie, fem., a water sprite. — G.

Nix, fem. Nixe, fr. rare MHG. nickes, fr. OHG.
nihhus, 'water monster, water sprite', nihussa,

'female water sprite', rel. to OE. nicor, 'a water

monster', ON. nykr, of s.m., and cogn. with OI.

nenekti, 'he washes', niktdh, 'washed' (pp.), Gk.

vi!^u (for *nig^yo), 'I wash', iS-vlttto!;, 'un-

washed', Olr. nigid, 'washes', Olr. necht, 'clean'

(lit. 'washed'). Cp. nicker, 'water sprite'.

nix, n., nothing (slang). — G. nichts, 'nothing',

fr. nicht, 'not', fr. MHG. niht, 'nothing', fr.

OHG. niwiht, neowiht, which is rel. to OE.

nawiht, 'nothing'. See nauglit, and cp. not.

nixie, n., a female water sprite. — G. Nixe, fem.

of Nix, 'water sprite' ; introduced by the Scot-

tish novelist and poet Sir Walter Scott (1771-

1832). See nix, 'a water sprite'.

Nizam, n., title of the ruler of Hyderabad, India.

Hind, nizam 'arrangement, order, ruler', fr.

Arab, nizdm, 'arrangement, order, administra-

tion, reign', fr. nd?ama, 'he put in order, ar-

ranged'. Cp. nazim.

nizam, n., a soldier in the Turkish army. —Turk.,

fr. Arab, ni?dm. See prec. word.

no, adv.— ME. na, no, fr. OE. na, no, adv., 'not',

lit. 'not ever', compounded of ne, 'not', and a,

6, 'ever'. The first element is rel. to OS., ON.,

OFris., OHG. ne, Goth, ni, 'not', and cogn.

with OI. nd, Avestic na, L. ne- in compounds,

OSlav. ne, Lith. ne, 'not' ; fr. I.-E. *ne. Cp. I.-E.

*ne, whence Goth, ne, 'not', Gk. vrj- (in^com-

pounds), 'not, un-', L. ne, 'that not', OI. nd,^ Olr.

ni, ni, MW. ni, Co. ny, 'not'. See an-, in-, 'not',

un-, 'not', and cp. non, not. Cp. also nay and

words there referred to. For the second element

in OE. nd (for ne a) see aye, 'ever'.

no, adj. — ME., form of non before a conso-

nant. ME. non derives fr. OE. nan, lit. 'not one',

which is contracted fr. ne, 'not', and an, 'one'.

Accordingly the adj. no is derivatively identical

with the pron. none (q.v.) See also no, adv.

Noachian, also NoacWc, adj., 1) pertaining to

Noah or his time; 2) ancient, antique — See

Noah and -ian, resp. adj. suff. -ic.

Noah, 1) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, son of La-

mech and father of Shem, Ham and Japheth.—
Heb. No")?, lit. 'rest', fr. nd'h, lit. 'rest', whence

also mdnd'h, 'resting-place', m^nuba , 'resting-

place, rest', handhd'', 'giving of rest' [formed

from the Hiph'il (= causative) conjugation of

nifh], ndfiath, 'quietness, rest', niho"It, 'quieting'

;

rel. to Aram, nd'h, Akkad. nd(tu, 'to rest',

Arab, andha, 'he made (a camel) lie down (on

its breast)', mundh, 'resting place of a camel',

Ethiop. ndha, 'was extended'.

nob, n. 1) the head (slang); 2) the knave of the

suit of the card turned up (cribbage) — A later

spelling var. of knob.

Derivative: nob, tr. v., to hit on the head of.

nob, n., a person of high position (vulgar) —
Prob. fr. nob, 'the head'. Cp. nib, 'a gentleman'.

nobble, tr. v., 1) to tamper with a race horse by

drugging or maiming it, etc.; 2) to win over (a

person) by bribery or other illicit means; 3) to

cheat. — Prob. a freq. verb formed fr. nab, 'to

seize' (q.v.) For the ending see verbal suff.

-le.

Derivative: nobbl-er, n.

nobby, adj., smart, stylish (slang).— Lit. 'fit for a

nob'. See nob, 'a person of high position', and

adj. suff. -y.

nobeUum, n., a radioactive element produced by

the bombardment of curium with ions of carbon

(cAem.) — ModL., named after the Swedish

chemist Alfred Bemhard Nobel (1833-96). For

the ending see chem. suff. -ium.

nobiliary, adj., pertaining to nobility. — F. no-

biliaire, fr. L. nobilis. See noble and adj. suff.

-ary.

nobiUty, n. — ME. nobilite, fr. OF. nobilite (F.

nobility, fr. L. nobilitatem, ace. of nobilitas.

lOil Noel

'nobleness, nobility', fr. nobilis. See next word
and -ity.

noble, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) noble, fr. L.

nobilis, 'well-known, famous, celebrated, re-

nowned; of noble birth; excellent, superior',

which stands for *gndbilis, lit. 'knowable', fr.

*gno-, the stem of L. gnoscere, noscere, 'to

know'. See know and -ble and cp. ennoble, ig-

noble. Cp. also gnosis, gnome, 'maxim'.

Derivatives : noble, n., noble-ness, n., nobl-y, adv.

noblesse, n., 1) noble birth, noble rank; 2) the

nobility. — ME., fr. OF. noblece (F. noblesse),

fr. VL. *n6bilitia, fr. YSI^'nobilis. See prec. word
and 2nd -ess.

nobody, n. — Formed fr. no, adj., and body.

nocent, adj., causing harm, harmful (rare) — L.

nocens, gen. nocentis, pres. part, of nocere, 'to

hurt, injure, harm'. See noxious and cp. inno-

cent, nocive.

nocerite, n., a calcium magnesium oxyfluoride

(mineral.) — Named after Nocera near Naples.

For the ending see subst. suflf. -ite.

nocive, adj., injurious, harmful. — L. nocivus

[prob. through the medium of MF. (= F.) nocif

(fem. nocive)], from the stem of nocere, 'to

harm'. See noxious and cp. nocent,

nock, n., notch on a bow.— ME., prob. of Scand.

origin. Cp. Swed. nock, 'notch'. Cp. also LG.
nokk, Du. nok, 'tip of a sail'.

Derivative: nock, tr. v., to make a notch in.

noct-, form of nocti- before a vowel.

noctambulism, n., somnambulism. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. nox, gen. noctis, 'night', ambulare,

'to walk', and -ism, a suflF. of Greek origin. See

nocti- and amble.

noctambulist, n., a somnambulist. — See prec.

word and -ist.

nocti-, before a vowel noct-, combining form

meaning 'night'. — Fr. L. nox, gen. noctis,

'night', which is cogn. with OE. neaht, niht,

'night'. See night and cp. Nox, nocturnal and the

second element in equinox.

Noctilio, n., a genus of bats (zool.) — ModL.,
formed fr. L. nox, gen. noctis, 'night' (see prec.

word), on the analogy of vesper-tilid, 'bat'.

Noctiluca, n., a genus of phosphorescent marine

flagellates (zool.) — ModL., fr. L. noctiluca,

'that which shines by night', compounded of

nox, gen. noctis, 'night', and IScere, 'to shine'.

See lucent.

Noctuidae, n. pi., a family of moths (entomol.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L. noctua,

'night owl', fr. nox, gen. noctis, 'night'. See

nocti-.

noctule, n., a large brown bat (Nyctalus noctula).

— F., formed fr. L. nox, gen. noctis, 'night', on
the analogy of It. nottola, 'a bat', which derives

fr. notte, 'night', fr. L. noctem, ace. of nox,

'night'. See nocti-.

noctum, n., 1) evening service in church; 2 )=
nocturne. — ME. nocturne, fr. OF. (= F.) noc-

turne, fr. ML. nocturna, prop, subst. use of L.

nocturna, fem. of nocturnus, 'pertaining to the

night'. See next word.

nocturnal, adj., pertaining to the night; active by

night; done or occurring in the night; (of

flowers) opening by night. — Late L. nocturnd-

lis, fr. L. nocturnus, 'pertaining to the night',

formed fr. nox, gen. noctis, 'night' (see nocti-),

with -urnus, a suff. forming adjectives of time.

The suffixes -u-rnus, -e-rnus, are traceable to

orig. *-ri-nos, an adaptation of the Gk. suff.

-pi-voi;. Cp. modern.

nocturne, n., a composition of a dreamy charac-

ter (mus.)—F., prop, 'a composition appropriate

to the night'. See noctum.

nocuous, adj., harmful. — L. nocuus, 'harmful',

from the stem of nocere, 'to hurt, injure, harm'.

See noxious. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

nod, intr. v., to make a quick inclination of the

head; tr. v., to incline (the head). — ME.
nodden, of uncertain origin. Cp. nid-nod.

Derivatives: nod, n., nodd-er, n., nodd-ing, adj.,

nodd-ing-ly, adv.

nodal, adj., pertaining to a node or nodes. — See

node and adj. suff. -al.

noddle, n., head (colloq.)— ME. nodle, of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. the second element in jobber-

nowl.

node, n., a knot, knob. — L. nodus, 'knot', rel. to

L. nassa (prob. for *nad-sa), 'a basket for catch-

ing fish', and cogn. with ON. not, 'a large net',

ON., OE. net, 'net'. See net and cp. nodus, noose,

denouement, crunode, intemode.

nodical, adj., pertaining to the nodes (astron.) —
See node and -ical.

nodose, adj., full of knots or nodes, knotty. —
L. nodosus, 'full of knots', fr. nodus. See node

and -ose.

nodosity, n., knottiness. — L. noddsitds, 'knot-

tiness', fr. nodosus, 'full of knots'. Cp. F. nodo-

site and see prec. word and -ity.

nodular, adj., pertaining to nodules; having

nodules. — See nodule and -ar.

nodulated, adj., having nodules.— See next word
and the adj. suffixes -ate and -ed.

nodule, n., a small knot; a small lump. — F., fr.

L. nodulus, dimin. of nodus. See node and -ule.

nodulose, adj., having nodules. — See prec. word
and -ose.

nodulous, adj., nodulose. — See nodule and -ous.

nodus, n., knot; difficulty, complication. — L.

nodus, 'knot'. See node.

noel, n. 1) cry of 'noel' (in Christmas songs); 2)

Christmas carol ; 3) (cap.) Christmas.— F. noel,

'Christmas carol', Noel, 'Christmas', fr. OF.
nouel, noel, fr. L. ndtdlis (scil. dies), 'birth day',

used in Eccles. L. to denote 'Christmas', fr.

ndtdlis, 'pertaining to birth', fr. iidtus, 'born'.

See natal and cp. next word.

Noel, masc. PN. — OF., lit. 'of, or bom on,

Christmas', fr. L. ndtdlis (scil. dies); see prec.

word and cp. Natalia. The name was orig. given
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to children of either sex born on Christmas.

noetic, adj., pertaining to the intellect. — Gk.

voY)Ttx6;, 'pertaining to intelligence, intellec-

tual', fr. voYjTo?, 'perceptible by the mind, men-

tal', verbal adj. of vo£co, 'I perceive by the

mind', fr. v6oi;, vou?, 'mind'. See nous and cp.

anoetic.

nog, n., a wooden pin. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivative: nog, tr. v., to fasten with nogs.

nog, n., 1) a kind of strong ale; 2) eggnog. — Of

uncertain origin.

noggin, n., 1) a small cup or mug; 2) a measure of

liquor.— Prob. orig. 'a measure for nog (ale)'.

See prec. word.

nohow, adv., in no wise; not at all. — Com-
pounded of no, adv., and how.

noil, n., refuse of wool, hair or silk.— Of uncer-

tain origin.

noise, n., a loud cry or shouting; clamor; din. —
ME., fr. OF. noise (in ModF. used only in the

phrase chercher noise, 'to pick a quarrel'), fr. L.

nausea, 'seasickness', which in Vulgar Latin

prob. had the meaning of 'unpleasant situation,

noise, quarrel'. For sense development cp.

OProven?. nauza, noiza, 'noise, quarrel', which

also derive fr. L. nausea. See Bloch-Wartburg,

DELF., p. 412 s.v. noise. See nausea.

Derivatives : noise, tr. v., noise-ful, ad'}., noise-ful-

ly, adv., noise-less, adj., noise-less-ly, adv.,

noise-less-ness, n., nois-y, adj., nois-i-ly, adv.,

nois-i-ness, n.

noisette, n., a small piece of meat cooked with

sauce.— F., lit. 'hazel nut', dimin. oinoix, 'nut',

fr. L. nucem, ace. of nux. Cp. It. noce, OProven?.

notz, noze and Sp. nuez, 'walnut, nut', which

also derive fr. L. nucem, and see nucleus and

-ette.

noisette, n., name of a kind of hybrid rose. — So

called after Philippe Noisette, who cultivated

this class of roses.

noisome, adj., harmful, oflfensive. — For noy-

some; formed with sufif. -some fr. obsol. noy, 'to

annoy', an aphetic form of annoy (q.v.)

Derivatives: noisome-ly, adv., noisome-ness, n.

nolens-Tolens, adv., will-nilly.— L. nolens volens,

'unwilling (or) willing', fr. nolens, pres. part, of

nolo, nolle, 'to be unwilling', and volens, pres.

part, of void, velle, 'to wish, will, be willing';

see voluntary. Nolo is a contraction of *novol6,

assimilated fr. *ne-volo, 'I am unwilling'. For

the neg. pref. ne- in *ne-vold, see no, adv., and

cp. nay. Cp. noli-me-tangere, nolition, noUe

prosequi.

noli-me-tangere, n., 1) any person or thing that

must not be touched or interfered with; 2) a

picture of Jesus as he appeared to Mary Mag-

dalene; 3) name of any plant of the genus Impa-

liens, whose ripe seeds burst when it is touched;

4) any of several ulcerous skin diseases. — L.

noli me tangere, 'touch me not', fr. noli, imper.

of nolle, 'to be unwUling', me, 'me', and tangere,

'to touch'. See nolens-vol^is, me and tangent.

nolition, n., 1) negative volition ; 2) unwiUingness.

— Formed on the analogy of volition (q.v.) fr.

L. nolo, nolle, 'not to will, to be unwilling'. See

nolens-volens.

noil, n., head (obsol.) — ME. not, fr. OE. knoll,

'crown of the head', rel. to OHG. hnoll, hnell,

MHO. nulle, 'back part of the head'. Cp. the

second element in jobbernowl.

nolle prosequi, a fonnal notice that the plaintifiF of

prosecutor will not continue a suit {law). — L.,

nolle prosequi, 'to be unwilling to pursue'. See

nolens-volens and prosecute.

nom, n., name. — F., fr. L. nomen. See nominal.

noma, n., gangrenous stomatitis (med.) — Medi-

cal L., fr. Gk. vojjLTj, 'a feeding', Ut. 'pasturage,

food from pasturage', which is rel. to vofio?,

'land allotted, pasture'. See next word and cp.

nome.

nomad, n., member of a wandering tribe; adj.

wandering. — L. nomas, gen. -adis, 'wanderer,

member of a pastoral tribe that wander about

with their flocks', fr. Gk. vojiai;, gen. voj/aSo;,

'roaming about for pasture, wandering from one

place to another', fr. vo[i.6(;, 'land allotted,

pasture; district, province', which is rel. to

VEfASiv, 'to deal out, distribute, allot; to allot

pasture, to pasture, drive to pasture', fr. I.-E.

base *nem-, 'to divide, distribute, allot'. See

nimble and cp. Nemesis, noma, nome.

Derivatives: nomad-ic, nomad-ic-al, adjs., no-

mad-ism., n.

nomarch, n. , ruler of a nome : a) in ancient Egypt

;

b) in modern Greece. — Gk. vofxapx-^C, 'the

chief of an Egyptian province', compounded of

vo(x6?, 'district, province', and -i-pyjic,, fr. apyo?,

'leader, chief, ruler'. See nome and -arch.

nomarchy, n., a province ruled by a nomarch. —
Gk. vo[.i.apxia, 'district, province', fr. vo^ipxi^?.

See prec. word and -y (representing Gk. -ia I.

nombril, n., the navel point on an escutcheon,

i.e. the point between the middle base point and

the fesse point (her.) — F., 'navel', dissimilated

fr. OF. lombril, lit. 'the navel', which is formed

from the apostrophized definite article /' (fr. L.

ille, 'that'), and ombril, fr. VL. *umbiliculus,

dimin. of L. umbilicus, 'navel'. See ille and um-

bilicus,

nom de guerre, pseudonym.— F., lit. 'war name'.

See nom, de- and guerrilla,

nom de plume, a name assumed by a writer, a

pseudonym. — A phrase formed in English by

translating E. 'pen name' into French. See nom,

de- and plume,

nome, n., 1) a province in ancient Egypt; 2) a

province in modem Greece. — F., fr. Gk.

vo(jt6(;, 'land allotted, pasture; district, prov-

ince'. See nomad and words there referred to.

nomen, n., a name. — L. See nominal,

nomenclator, n., 1) an announcer of names; 2) an

inventor of names, esp. of scientific names. —
L. nomenclator, 'caller of a name'. Compounded
of nomen, 'name', and caldtor, 'caller, crier', fr.

1053 nonchalance

calare, 'to call, cry'. See nominal, claim and -tor.

nomenclature, n., system of names; terminology.
— L. nomencldtura, 'calling of names'. See prec.

word and -ure.

Derivative: nomenclature, v.

Nomeus, n., a genus of fishes, the man-of-war
fish (ichthyol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. vojxsiji;,

'herdsman', which is rel. to v^fxstv, 'to deal out,

distribute, allot; to allot pastui^'to pasture,

drive to pasture'. See nomad and words there

referred to.

nomic, adj., customary. — Gk. vo|xi)c6i;, 'legal,

customary', fr. v6(io<;, 'anything allotted or

assigned; usage, custom; law'. See nimble and
cp. Nemesis. For the ending see suff. -ic.

nominal, adj. — ME. nominalle, fr. L. nomindlis,

'belonging to a name', fr. nomen, gen. nominis,

'name', which is cogn. with OE. noma, 'name'.

See name and cp. words there referred to.

nominalism, n., the doctrine that universal and
general abstract terms are mere names and have
no reality (philos.)— F. nominalisme, coined fr.

nominal, fr. L. nomindlis. See nominal and -ism.

The word nominalisme occurs for the first time

in the famous Dictionnaire de Trevoux, pub-
lished in 1752.

nominalist, n., a believer in nominalism. — See

prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: nominalist-ic, adj.

nominate, tr. v., to appoint to an ofBce. — L. no-

mindtus, pp. of ndmindre, 'to name, nominate',

fr. nomen, gen. nominis. See nominal and verbal

suff. -ate.

nomination, n., the appointing of a person to an
office. — ME. nominacioun, fr. MF. (= F.) no-

mination, fr. L. ndmindtidnem, ace. of ndmindtid,
fr. L. ndmindtus, pp. of ndmindre. See prec.

word and -ion.

nominative, adj., 1) nominated; 2) indicating the

subject (gram.) — ME. nominatif, fr. MF. (=
F.) nominatif (fern, nominative), fr. L. ndmindtl-

\us, 'pertaining to naming, nominative', fr.

ndmindtus, pp. of ndmindre. See nominate and
suff. -ive.

nominative, n., the case indicating the subject,

the noun case. — L. ndmindtivus (scil. cdsus),

'the nominative case'. See nominative, adj.

nominator, n., one who nominates. — Late L.

ndmindtor, fr. L. ndmindtus, pp. oi ndmindre. See

nominate and agential suff. -or.

nominee, n., a person nominated for an office. —
See nominate and -ee.

nomism, n., the basing of conduct on the observ-

ance of rehgious or moral law. — Formed fr.

Gk. v6(jto<;, 'law' (see nomo-), with suff. -ism.

nomistic, adj., pertaining to, or based on, no-
mism. — See prec. word and -istic.

nomo-, combining form meaning 'law, usage'. —
Gk. vo(i.o-, fr. vijios, 'law', lit. 'anything allot-

ted or assigned; usage, custom; law'. See nomic
and cp. anomo-.

nomography, n., 1) the art of drafting laws; 2) a

treatise on laws. — Gk. vonoYpa9ia, 'drafting

of laws', compounded of v6(xoi; 'law', and
-ypa9(a, fr. ypaipeiv, 'to write'. See nomo- and
-graphy.

Derivatives: nomograph-ic, nomograph-ic-al,

adjs., nomograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

nomology, n., the science oflaw.— Compounded
of nomo- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: nomolog-ical, adj., nomolog-ist, n.

nomothetic, nomothetical, adj., 1) lawgiving, leg-

islative; 2) based on law. — Gk. vo[iod-zza(.6i;,

'relating to legislation, legislative', fr. vo\j.oS-i-

TT)?, 'lawgiver', which is compounded of \i6[ioq,

'law', and Hrt]^, 'one who puts, places or es-

tablishes', from the stem of Ti&evai, 'to put,

place'. See nomo- and theme and cp. thetic.

-nomy, combining form denoting systematic

knowledge in a certain field of learning, as in

agronomy. — Gk. -vojaiS, fr. v6(io?, 'law'; see

nomo- and -y (representing Gk. -la. |.

non-, negative pref. — F., fr. L. ndn, 'not', fr.

OL. noenum, for *n'oinom, lit. 'not one', fr. neg.

pref. ne- and oinom (whence L. unum), 'one'.

See no, adv., and one and cp. none,

nonage, n., state of not being of age. — ME., fr.

OF. See non- and age.

nonagenerian, adj., ninety years old; between the

years 90 and 100; n., a person ninety years old

or between the years 90 and 100. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. L. ndndgendrius, 'consisting of
ninety', fr. ndndgenl, 'ninety each', which is rel.

to ndndginta, 'ninety', fr. nanus, 'ninth'. See

nones, 'the ninth day before the ides', and cp.

words there referred to.

nonagon, n., a plane figure having nine angles and
nine sides. — A hybrid coined fr. L. nanus,

'ninth', and Gk. Y'^^'ta. 'angle' (see nones and
-gon). The correct form is enneagon (lit. 'nine-

angled'), in which both elements are of Greek
origin.

nonary, adj., having nine as the base (math.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -ary fr. L. ndnus, 'ninth';

cp. L. ndndrius, 'of the ninth hour'. See nones,

'the ninth day before the ides', and cp. words
there referred to.

nonce, n., in the phrase for the nonce, 'for a spe-

cial occasion'. — ME. nones, fr. nanes, which

arose from misdivision of then ones into the

nanes in phrases like to then anes, 'for the one
(purpose or occasion)', fr. to (see to), then, fr.

earlier than (corresponding to OE. pdm, later

pan), dat. sing. neut. of the def. art. the (see 1st

the), and anes, 'one (purpose)', alter, (prob.

due to the influence of anes, 'once') of ane, dat.

sing. neut. of an, 'one', fr. OE. dn. See one and
once. For similar misdivisions cp. newt, nick-

name, notch.

nonce word, a word coined for a special occasion.— See prec. word.

nonchalance, n., indifference, carelessness, lack of



nonchalant

enthusiasm.— F., fr. nonchalant. See next word

and -ce.

nonchalant, adj., indifferent, careless, not en-

thusiastic. — F., pres. part, of OF. nonchaloir,

'to be careless of, to neglect', fr. non, 'not', and

chaloir, 'to be hot; to care', fr. L. calere, 'to be

warm' ; F. chaland, 'customer, client', is of the

same origin. See non-, caldron and -ant, and cp.

callant.

Derivatives: nonchalant-ly, adv., nonchalant-

ness, n.

noncom, n. (coUoq.) — Short for noncommission-

ed officer.

nondescript, adj., not easy to describe; indefinite;

n., a nondescript person. — Formed fr. non-

and h.descnptus,pp. o( describere. See describe,

none, pron. — ME. none, non, fr. OE. nan, con-

traction of «e, 'not', andan, 'one'. Cp. OS., MLG.
nen, ON. neinn, MDu., Du. neen, OHG., MHG.,

G. nein, 'no', which all are formed from the

Teut. neg. particle *ne, *ni, and the neut. of the

indef. article; see no, adv., and one and cp. no,

adj. Cp. the analogous formation of L. non,

'not, no', fr. OL. noenum, lit. 'not one' (see

non-).

nonego, n., the external world; the objects as op-

posed to the subject {philos.) — Formed fr.

non- and ego.

nonentity, n. 1) state of not existing; 2) some-

thing not existing; 3) a person of no importance.

— Formed fr. non- and entity,

nones, n. pi., the ninth day before the ides (Ro-

man Calendar).— L. nonae (dies), 'ninth (days)',

fern. pi. of nanus, 'ninth', contraction of *noven-

os, fr. novem, 'nine'. See nine and cp. nonagon,

nonagenarian, nonary, nonuple. Cp. also next

word.

nones, n. pi., church office orig. said daily at the

ninth hour reckoned from sunrise, i.e. about 3

o'clock P.M.; now usually said somewhat ear-

lier. — PI. of none, 'ninth hour', fr. L. nana

(hora), 'ninth (hour)'. See prec. word and cp.

noon.

nonesuch, nonsuch, adj., unequalled; n., a person

or thing unequalled. — Compounded of none

and such,

nonfeasance, n., failure to do something that

should be done (law). — Formed fr. non- and

feasance. Cp. malfeasance, misfeasance,

nonillion, n., 1) in the United States and France, a

million raised to the fifth power (i.e. 1 followed

by 30 zeros) ; 2) in Great Britain and Germany,

a million raised to the ninth power (i.e. 1 fol-

lowed by 54 zeros). — F. nonillion, formed fr.

L. nonus, 'ninth' (see nones), on analogy of

million (q.v.) Cp. billion and words there re-

ferred to.

nonius, n., a contrivance formerly used for the

graduation of instruments. — Named after its

inventor, the Portuguese mathematician Pedro

Nunez (1492-1577), whose name was Latinized

into Petrus Nonius.
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nonjuror, n., one who refuses to take an oath;

specif, (cap.), any of the clergymen of the Eng-

lish Established Church, who refused to take an

oath of allegiance to WilUam III and Mary (at

their succession in 1689)— Formed fr. non- and

juror,

non obstante, notwithstanding.— L.non obstante,

fr. non, 'not', and abl. of obstdns, pres. part, of

obstdre, 'to stand in the way of, withstand'. See

obstacle.

nonpareil, adj., imequalled. — F., 'unequalled',

fr. non, 'not' (fr. L. non), and pareil, 'equal' (fr.

VL. *pariculus, dimin. of L. par, 'equal'). See

par, 'equality'.

nonpareil, n., 1) something unequalled; 2) a

printing-type (6 point size). — Fr. prec. word.

nonplus, n., perplexity. — Prop, 'state where

nothing more can be done', fr. L. non plus, 'no

more, no farther'. See non- and plus, plural.

Derivatives: nonplus, tr. v., nonptus(s)-ation, n.

non possumus, statement of the impossibility of

doing something specified. — L. non possumus,

'we cannot', fr. non, 'not', and 1st person pi. of

the pres. indie, of posse, 'to be able'. See non-

and potent,

nonsense, n., something that makes no sense;

senseless conduct; an absurd act. — Formed fr.

non- and sense.

Derivatives: nonsens-ical, adj., nonsens-ical-ly,

adv.

non sequitur, an inference which does not follow

from the premises. — L. non sequitur, 'it does

not follow'. See non- and sequel,

nonsuch, adj. and n. — See nonesuch,

nonsuit, n. , dismissal of a plaintiff's suit for failure

to establish a valid case or for lack of evidence.

— ME. non suyt,ft.AV. nounsute, fr. noun, 'not',

corresponding to OF. (= F.) non, and sute, 'a

following, sequel', corresponding to OF. siute

(= F. suite). See non- and suit, n.

Derivative: nonsuit, tr. v., to stop a plaintiff's

suit.

nonuple, adj., consisting of nine, ninefold. — F.,

formed on analogy of quadruple, quintuple, etc.,

fr. L. nanus, 'ninth'. See nones, 'the ninth day

before the ides', and cp. words there referred to.

nonuser, n., omission to use (law). — Formed fr.

non- and user, 'right of use'.

noodle, n., a fool, simpleton. — Of uncertain

origin.

noodle, n., a strip or ball of dough served in soup.

— G. Nudel, of uncertain origin. WFlem.

noedel and F. nouille, of s.m., are German loan

words.

noodledom, n., fools collectively; foolishness. —
Coined by Sydney Smith fr. noodle and suff.

-dom.

nook, n., corner.— ME. noke, nok, rel. to Norw.

dial, nokke, nok, 'hook', and possibly also to

OE. hnecca, 'neck'. See neck.

Derivatives: nook-ed, adj., noak-ery, n., nook-y,

adj.
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noon, n. — ME., 'the ninth hour of the day reck-

oned from sunrise, noon', fr. OE. nan, 'the

ninth hour of the day reckoned from sunrise', fr.

L. nana (hard), 'the ninth (hour)', fern, of nanus,

contraction of *noven-os, 'ninth', fr. novem,

'nine' (see nine), orig. used in the sense of nones,

'church office said daily at the ninth htajtr' (q.v.)

The prayers referred to were originally said at

the ninth hour from sunrise, i.e. at 3 o'clock

P.M.; later, however, their time was changed

from the end of the third three hour period to

its beginning, i.e. midday, whence noon came

to denote 'midday'. Cp. the first element in

nuncheon.

noonday, n. — Compounded of noon and day;

first used by Miles Coverdale (1488-1568).

noose, n., a loop with a running knot.— Proven?.

nous, fr. L. nodus. See node.

Derivative: noose, tr. v.

nopal, n., a Mexican cactus. — Sp., fr. Nahuatl

nopalli.

nor, conj. correlative to neither. — ME., con-

traction of nother, a var. of neither; see neither.

The negative conjunction nor was influenced in

form by the affirmative or.

nor-, combining form denoting a parent com-

pound (regarded as the normal form) (chem.)

— Abbreviation of normal.

Nora, fern. PN. — Irish; aphetic for Honora or

Leonora,

norbergite, n., a magnesium silicate with fluorine

and hydroxyl (mineral.) — Named after Nor-

berg in Sweden. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

nordenskioldine, n., a calcium tin borate (mineral.)

— Named after the Swedish explorer and mi-

neralogist Nils Adolf Erik Nordenskidld (1832-

1901). For the ending see chem. suff. -inc.

Nordic, adj., pertaining to the Teutonic peoples

of Northern Europe. — F. nordique, 'of, or per-

taining to, the North', formed with suff. -ique

(see adj. suff. -ic) fr. nord, 'north', fr. OF. nord,

which is a loan word fr. OE. nord. See north,

nordmarkite, n., 1) a variety of staurolite (miner-

al.) ; 2) a variety of syenite (petrogr.) — Named
chem. Nordmark in Sweden. For the ending see

after suff. -ite.

noria, n., a water wheel with buckets, Persian

wheel. — Sp., fr. Arab, nd'urcr (in vulgar pro-

nunciation, nd^ora), fr. Syr. nd^or, of s.m. (see

Sigmund Fraenkel, Die aramaischen Fremd-

worter im Arabischen, p. 134), a derivative of

the verb n^'dr, 'he poured out', which is rel. to

Heb. nd^dr, of s.m. ; cp. Arab, rui'ara, 'it spurted,

gushed forth' (said of the blood of a wound),

na'dra , 'earthen jug, pot'.

norm, n., standard, pattern, model. — L. norma,

'carpenter's square, rule, pattern', borrowed—

•

prob. through the medium of the Etruscans—
fr. Gk. yvtifjtova, ace. of YV6>|jt"v, 'carpenter's

square', lit. 'one who, or that which, knows,

judge, indicator', which is rel. to yvtitiTj, 'mind.

judgment, maxim, opinion'. Seegnome, 'maxim',

and cp. gnomon. Cp. also next word. Norma,

normal, enormous,

norma, n., 1) a norm; 2) (cap.) a southern constel-

lation (astron.)— L. norma, 'carpenter's square;

rule'. See prec. word.

Norma, fem. PN. — Prob. fr. L. norma, 'rule,

pattern'. See norm,

normal, adj., 1) agreeing with the standard type;

2) regular, usual; 3) (geom.) perpendicular. —
L. ndrmdlis, 'made according to a carpenter's

square', fr. norma. See norm and adj. suff. -al

and cp. abnormal. Cp. also nor-.

Derivatives: normal, n., normalcy (q.v.), normal-

ity, n., normal-ly, adv., normal- ness, n., and the

hybrids normal-ize, tr. v., normal-iz-er, n.,

normal-iz-ation, n.

normalcy, n., normality. — A hybrid coined by

Warren Gamaliel Harding (1865-1923), presi-

dent of the U.S.A. (1921-23), fr. normal with

suff. -cy. The correct form is normality.

Norman, n., 1) one of the Northmen who occu-

pied Normandy in the 10th cent. ; 2) one of the

Norman French who conquered England in

1066; 3) a native of Normandy. — OF. Nor-

mant, F. Normand, lit. 'Northman'. See North-

man.

Derivatives: Norman, adj., Norman-ize, intr.

and tr. v., Norman-iz-ation, n.

Norn, n., one of the three goddesses of fate in

Scandinavian mythology. — ON. norn (pi.

nornir), rel. to Swed. dial, noma, nyrna, 'to

warn, to communicate secretly', ME. nyrnen, 'to

recite', MHG. narren, 'to growl, snarl'. All these

words are of imitative origin.

Norse, adj., 1) Scandinavian; 2) Norwegian. —
Obsol. Du. Noorsch, 'Scandinavian, Norwegian'

(now Noors, 'Norwegian'), fr. Noordsch (now

Noords), 'Nordic', fr. Du. noord, 'North'. See

next word and cp. Northman.

Derivative: Norse, n., a) Scandinavians; Nor-

wegians; b) the Scandinavian languages; the

Norwegian language.

north, adv., n. and adj.— ME., fr. OE. nord, adv.,

rel. to OS. north, adv., ON. nordr, OFris. north,

MDu. nort, noort, adv. and n., Dan. nord, Swed.

nord, norr, Du. noord, OHG., MHG., G. nord,

n., and cogn. with OI. narakah, 'hell'. Arm.

nerk'in, 'the lower one', Gk. c-vspoi, 'those

below', l-vEf^Ev, 'from beneath', vIpTEpo!;,

c-vspxspoi;, 'nether, infernal', Oscan nertrak,

'left', Umbr. nertru (abl. sing.), 'left'. [OF. north

(F. nord) is borrowed fr. OE. nord. It. and Sp.

norte are French loan words.] All these words

are derivatives of l.-E. base *ner-, 'left; below'.

Cp. Nordic, Norse and the first element in Nor-

man, Norwegian. Cp. also Naraka. For sense

development it should be borne in mind that

most of the ancients used to take their bearings

by turning toward the rising sun, so that they

had north to their left hand. Hence, the word
denoting north in many languages lit. means
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'left hand'. Cp. Heb. s^mol, Arab, shamdl, 'left

hand; north'; Olr. tiiath, 'left, northern', tiiaith,

'in the north', tuathun, 'on my left hand' ; fochla,

'north, left hand seat in the war chariot'. For

sense development cp. south.

Derivatives: north, intr. and tr. v., norther (q.v.),

norther-ly, adj., northern (q.v.), north-ing, n.

norther, n., a strong north wind in Texas and in

the Gulf of Mexico. — Formed fr. north with

agential suif. -er.

northern, adj., situated in, or pertaining to, the

north. — ME. northerne, fr. OE. nordern, fr.

nord. See north and -em.

Norwegian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. ML. Norvegia, Norwegia, 'Norway', fr. ON.
Norvegr, lit. 'north way', fr. nordr, 'north', and

vegr, 'way'. See north and way.

nose, n. — ME., fr. OE. nosu, rel. to ON. nos,

Norw. nos, Dan. nsese, Swed. niisa, OFris. nose,

MDu. nose, nose, Du. neus, OHG. nasa, MHG.,
G. nase, and cogn. with OI. nasa (dual nom.),

'nose', prop, 'the two nostrils', OSlav. nosil,

Lith. ndsis, 'nose', Lett, ndsis, OPruss. nozy, L.

nasus, 'nose', ndris, for *nasis, 'nostril'. Cp.

naze, ness, nostril, nozzle, nuzzle and the first

element in nosegay. Cp. also nares, nark, nasal,

nasion, nasturtium.

Derivatives: nose, tr. and intr. v., nos-ed, adj.,

nose-y, nos-y, adj., nos-ing, n.

nosegay, n., a bunch of sweet-smelling flowers.

— Compounded of nose and the obsol. noun

gay, 'a gay or bright object' (from the adjective

gay),

nosism, n., self-conceit on the part of a group;

use of "we" in speaking of oneself.— A hybrid

coined fr. L. nos, 'we' (see nostrum), and -ism,

a suff. of Greek origin.

noso-, combining form meaning 'disease'. — Gk.

VOCTO-, fr. vouo?, 'disease', which is of un-

known origin.

nosography, n., classification of diseases. — Lit.

'description of diseases', compounded of noso-

and Gk. -vpacpta, fr. ypdctpeiv, 'to write'. See

-graphy.

Derivatives : nosograph-ic, nosograph-ic-al, adjs.,

nosograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

nosology, n., 1) the science of diseases; 2) the

classification of diseases. — Compounded of

noso- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -XiTo?. 'om who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: nosolog-ic-al, a.<i}. , nosolog-ic-al-ly,

adv., nosolog-ist, n.

nost-, form of nosto- before a vowel.

nostalgia, n., homesickness. — ModL., coined in

1668 by Johannes Hofer fr. Gk. vdoTo?, 'return

home', and -aXyta, fr. SXyoc,, 'pain'. The first

element is rel. to veo(jiai (for *veao(iai), 'I go,

come return', vaioi (for *va(ii,<o), 'I dwell', fr.

L-E. base *nes-, *nos-, 'to return; to unite',

whence also OL ndsate, 'approaches, joins',

Ndsatyd, name of the physicians of the gods.

1056

Toch. A nas, B nes, 'to be', A nasu, 'friendly',

Goth, ga-nisan, 'to heal', nasjan, 'to save', OE.

ge-nesan, 'to recover', nerian (for *nazjan) 'to

save', OS., OHG. gi-nesan, 'to survive, be

healed', MHG., G. genesen, 'to recover'. Cp.

Nestor and the second element in harness; cp.

also naos. For the second element in nostalgia

see -algia.

Derivative: nostalg-ic, adj.

nosto-, before a vowel nost-, combining form

meaning 'return home'. See prec. word.

Nostoc, n., a genus of jellylike algae (hot.) —
ModL., coined by Paracelsus.

Nostocaceae, n. pi., a family of algae (hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Nostoc with sufi". -aceae.

nostology, n., the study of senility (biol.)— Com-

pounded of nosto- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoc,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one

who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Nostradamus, n., a prophet, seer. — Fr. Nostra-

damus, Latinized name of Michel de Nostre-

dame, the famous physician and astrologer

(1503-66).

nostril, n. — ME. nostrill, nosethirl, fr. OE. nos-

pyrl, lit. 'hole of the nose', fr. nosu, 'nose', and

pyrel, 'hole', fr. purh, 'through". See nose and

thrill and cp. through.

Derivatives: nostril(r)-ed, adj., nostril-ity, n.

nostrum, n., a quack medicine. — Lit. 'our (scil.

medicine)', fr. L. nostrum, neut. of nosier, 'our',

fr. nos, 'we', fr. L-E. *nos; see us and cp. our.

Cp. Gk. -Tj^iircpoc;, 'our', fr. Vs'?. 'we'. The

endings -ter (in L. nos-ter), -TEpoc (in Gk. 7)^15-

TEpo;), are identical with the compar. suff. -tero;

see -ther.

not, adv., negative particle. — ME. iiat, not, con-

traction of naught, nought. See naught, nought,

not-, form of noto- before a vowel.

notabilia, n. pi., notable things. — L. notabilia,

neut. pi. of notdbilis. See notable,

notability, n. — OF. notabilite (F. notabilite), fr.

ML. *notdbilitdtem, ace. of *notdbilitds, fr. L.

notdbilis. See next word and -ity.

notable, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) notable, fr.

L. notdbilis, 'worthy of note, notable', which

derives fr. notdre, 'to note', fr. nota. See note, n.,

and suff. -able.

Derivatives: notable, n., notable-ness, n., notabl-

y, adv.

notacanthous, adj., spiny-backed (zool.) — Com-

pounded of Gk. vtoTo? (also vcoTov), 'the

back', and fixav^a, 'thorn'. See noto-, acantha

and -ous.

notal, adj., pertaining to the back. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. voiTo; (also vcotov),

'the back'. See noto-.

notalgia, n., pain in the back (merf.) — Medical

L., compounded of Gk. vcotoc (also vto-rov),

'theback', and -otXyta.fr.iSXvoq, 'pain'. See -algia.

notarial, adj., 1) pertaining to a notary; 2) drawn

up by a notary— Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. notarius. See notary.
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Derivative: notarial-ly, adv.

notarikon, n., a system of shorthand consisting in

writing one letter (in most cases, the initial) of

each word. — MGk. voTapix6v, fr. L. notd-

ricum, 'shorthand', fr. notdrius. See next word.

notary, n., an official authorized to attest and

certify documents.—ME. notarye, fr. OF. (= F.)

notaire, fr. L. notdrius, 'shorthand writer; clerk,

secretary', fr. notdre. See note, v.

notation, n., a system of representing numbers

and quantities by signs or symbols. — L. notd-

tid, gen. -onis, 'a marking, designation; etymol-

ogy; the use of letters to denote words, short-

hand', fr. notdtus, pp. ofnotdre. See note, v., and

-ion.

Derivative: notation-al, adj.

notch, n., a V-shaped incision. — Prob. from

misdivision of an otch into a notch, fr. OF. osche

(F. hoche), 'notch', fr. OF. oschier, 'to cut,

make incisions', which is of unknown origin.

For similar misdivisions cp. newt, nickname,

nonce.

Derivative: notch, tr. v.

note, n., a mark, sign. — L. nota, 'mark, sign,

note; character, letter, shorthand character',

which is perh. rel. to notus, pp. of noscere, OL.
gndscere, 'to know'. See know and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also notable, notary, nota-

tion, annotate, annotation, connotate, conno-

tation.

note, tr. v., to make a note of— ME. noten, fr.

OF. (= F.) noter, fr. L. notdre, 'to mark, make
a note, to note", fr. nota. See note, n.

Derivatives: not-ed, adj., not-ed-ly, adv., not-ed-

ness, n., note-less, adj., note-less-ty, adv., note-

less-ness, n., not-er, n.

nothing, n.— Compounded ofno, adj., and thing.

Derivative: nothing-ness, n.

notho-, combining form meaning 'spurious'. —
Gk. voA>f)-, fr. 'lo^oc,, 'bastard, spurious'; of

unknown origin.

Nothofagus, n., a genus of timber trees (pot.) —
A ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk. vi-^o;, 'spuri-

ous' (see notho-), and L. fagus, 'beech' (see

beech). The correct form would be Nothophegus,

fr. Gk. voOoc. 'spurious', and 9'/)y6;, 'oak'; see

Fagopymm.
Notholaena, n., a genus of plants, the cloak fern

(hot.)— A ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk. voS^oi;,

'spurious' (see notho-), and L. laena, 'woolen

cloak, mantle', fr. Gk. /XaTva, which is rel. to

yXx-^ic, of s.m.

nothous, adj., spurious; bastard. —• L. nothus, fr.

Gk. vodo;; see notho-. For E. -ous, as equiva-

lent to Gk. -oc, L. -us, see -ous.

notice, n. —- ME. notyce, fr. MF. (= F.) notice,

fr. L. ndtitia, 'a being known, knowledge, note,

information', fr. notus, 'known', pp. of noscere,

'to know'. See know and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For the ending see 3rd suff. -ice.

Derivatives: notice, tr. v., notice-able, adj.,

notice-abl-y, adv.

notification, n. — OF., fr. L. notificdtus, pp. of

ndtificdre. See next word and -ion.

notify, tr. v. — ME. notifien, fr. MF. (= F.)

.motifier, fr. L. ndtificdre, 'to make known,

notify', fr. notus, 'known', and -ficdre, ix.facere,

'to make, do'. See -fy.

Derivatives: notifi-able, adj., notifi-er, n.

notion, n. — L. notio, 'notice; idea, conception',

fr. notus, pp. of noscere, 'to know'; see notice

and -ion. L. notio was coined by Cicero as a loan

translation of Gk. Svvoia, 'act of thinking, no-

tion, conception', or TrpiXijipii;, 'previous no-

tion, previous conception'.

notional, adj., pertaining to a notion. — Late L.

ndtidndlis, fr. L. ndtid. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivative: notional-ly, adv.

noto-, before a vowel not-, combining from de-

noting 'the back', as in notochord.— Gk. vtoTo-,

fr. voJTo? (also vjotov), 'the back', cogn. with

L. natis, 'rump'. Cp. nates. Cp. also the second

element in Camponotus, Gymnonoti, Gymnotus.

notochord, n., an elastic rod-shaped chord in the

back of embryos of animals (zool.) — Lit.

'chord of the back' ; coined by the English anat-

omist. Sir Richard Owen (1804-92) in 1848 fr.

vtoTOi; (also vojtov), 'the back', and yiopSri, 'a

string'. See noto- and chord.

notodontid, adj., pertaining to the Notodontidae;

n., any moth of the family Notodontidae. —
See next word.

Notodontidae, n. pi., a family of moths (entomol.)

— Formed with suff. -idae fr. not- and the stem

of Gk. oStov, gen. 6S6vtoi;, 'tooth'. See odonto-.

Notogaea, n., a zoogeographical realm, com-

prising the Australian, New Zealand and Neo-

tropical regions. — Gk., compounded of v6to<;,

'the south wind, the south', and yaia, 'earth'.

The first element prop, means 'the rainy wind',

and is rel. to votio?, voT£p6i;, 'damp, moist',

voTtc, 'moisture, damp', votiS, 'moisture,

rain' ; see natation and cp. Notus. For the second

element in Notogaea see geo-.

notonectid, adj., pertaining to the Notonectidae;

n., one of the family Notonectidae. — See next

word.

Notonectidae, n. pi., a family of aquatic insects

(entomol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

noto- and Gk. •ri]y.Tr\c„ 'swimmer'. See necto-

and cp. words there referred to.

notoriety, n., 1) the quaUty of being notorious

;

2) a well-known person. —• F. notoriete, fr. ML.
ndtdrietdtem, ace. of ndtdrietds, fr. notdrius,

'well-known'. See next word and -ity.

notorious, adj., well-known, widely known (usu-

ally in an unfavorable sense). — ML. notdrius,

'well-known', fr. L. notus, 'known'. See know
and cp. words there referred to. For the ending

see suff. -orious.

Derivatives: notorious-ly, adv., notorious-ness,

n.

Notornis, n., a genus of flightless birds chiefly of



Notropis

New Zealand (ornithol.) — ModL., lit. 'bird of

the south', compounded of not- and Gk. opviq,

'bird'. See omitho-.

Notropis, n., a genus of North American min-

nows iichthyol.)— ModL., compounded of Glc.

voJTo; (also vMTOvl, 'the back', and TpoTTii;, 'a

ship's keel', lit. 'turner'. See note- and trope.

Notungulata, n. pi., an order of extinct mammals

(paleontol.) — A ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk.

vtoTog (also vco-rov), 'the back', and L. 'unguta,

'hoof, claw'. See note- and Ungulata.

notungulate, adj., pertaining to the Notungulata;

n., one of the order Notungulata. — See prec.

word.

Notus, n., the south wind. — L., fr. Gk. NoToq.

See Notogaea.

notwithstanding, prep., adv. and conj. — Com-

pounded of not and the pres. part, of the verb

withstand,

nouch, n. — See ouch.

nougat, n., sweetmeat of almonds and other nuts.

— F., fr. Proven?, nougat, fr. OProven?. nogat,

'nutcake', fr. VL. *nucdtum, fr. L. nux, gen.

nucis, 'nut'. See nucleus and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

nought, n. — ME. nought, nouht, etc., fr. OE.

nowiht, a var. of nawiht, 'nothing'. See naught,

noumenal, adj., pertaining to noumena or the

noumenon. — See next word and adj. suff.

-al.

noumenon, n., the object of intellectual intuition;

opposed to a phenomenon (philos.) — Gk.

voujxsvov, 'that which is perceived', neut. pass.

pres. part, of voeto, 'I perceive by the mind', fr.

voo?, voOc;, 'mind' (see nous); for the Greek

pass. suff. -[J-svoi; see alunuius and cp. words

there referred to. The word noumenon was in-

troduced by Kant as the opposite of phenome-

non.

noun, n. — ME. nowne, fr. AF. noun, fr. OF. non,

nom (F. nom), fr. L. nomen, 'name'. See name

and words there referred to and cp. esp. nomi-

nal, nominate.

Derivatives: noun-al, adj., noun-al-ly, adv.

nourish, tr. v. — ME. norischen, norisen, fr. OF.

noris(s)-, enlarged stem of norir, nurir (F. nour-

rir), fr. L. nutrlre, 'to nourish', fr. *nu-tn, older

form of nu-tri-x, 'nurse', lit. 'she who gives

suck', fr. I.-E. base *sneu-, *sndu-, whence also

OI. snduli, 'she drips, gives milk', Gk. vaw,

'I flow'. See natation and cp. nurse, nurture, nu-

trient, nutriment. For the ending of nourish see

verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: nourish-able, adj., nourish-er, n.,

nourishment (q.v.)

nourishment, n. — ME. norysshement, fr. OF.

norissement, fr. norir. See prec. word and -ment.

nous, n., 1) intellect, mind ; the reason ; 2) common
sense (colloq.) — Gk. vou?, Att. form of v6oi;,

'mind, intellect' ; of uncertain origin. Cp. noetic,

paranoia.

nouveau riche, a person who has newly become
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rich; a parvenu. — F., lit. 'new rich'. See novel,

adj., and rich,

nova, n., a new star that appears suddenly and

then grows fainter gradually (astron.)— ModL.,

short for L. nova Stella, 'a new star'; fern, of

novus, 'new'. See new and cp. novel, adj.

novaculite, n., a hard slate used for whetstones

(mineral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. L.

novdcula, 'a sharp knife, a razor', a noun formed

with instrumental suff. -cula, from the verb

*novdre, 'to whet', which prob. derives fr.

*i}snewd-, from I.-E. *qsneu-, enlargement of

base *qseu-, whence also OL kfndtram, 'whet-

stone', ksnduti, 'grinds, whets' (pp. ksnutdh),

ON. sndggr, 'short-haired', snaudr, "bald, bare,

poor', Norw. snau, dial. Swed. snauder, 'bald,

short', MDu. snode, Du. snood, 'base, heinous,

wicked', MHG. snoede, 'contemptible' (whence

G. schnode, 'base, disdainful'), orig. meaning

'shorn'. For derivatives of the primitive base

*gseu-, see xyster,

novation, n., the replacement of an old obligation

by a new one (law). — Late L. novdtio, gen.

-onis, 'a making new, renewal', fr. L. novdtus,

pp. of novdre, 'to make new', fr. novus, 'new'.

See new, adj., and -ation and cp. next word.

novel, adj., new; strange; unusual. — ME., fr.

OF. novel, nouvel [F. nouveau (fem. nouvelle)],

fr. L. novellas, dimin. of novus, 'new'. See new

and cp. nova, novation, novice, innovate, reno-

vate,

novel, n., a fictitious prose narrative of consider-

able length, representing human life.— MF. no-

velle (F. nouvelle), 'short story', fr. It. novella,

fr. L. novella, 'new things', neut. pi. of novellus,

'new', used as a fem. sing. noun. See novel, adj.

novelette, n., a short novel. — Formed fr. novel,

n., with dimin. suff. -ette.

novelist, n., a writer of novels. — A hybrid coined

fr. novel, n. (fr. L. novella), and -ist, a suff. of

Greek origin.

novelty, n., 1) newness; 2) something new; 3) a

new article put on sale.—ME. novelte, fr. OF. no-

velte (F. nouveaute), fr. Late L. novellitdlem,

ace. of novellitds, 'newness, novelty', fr. L.

novellus,' new'. See novel, adj., and subst. suff.

-ty.

November, n. — L. November (mensis), "the ninth

month' (of the Roman year), fr. novem, 'nine'

;

see nine. (The Roman year began with March;

cp. September, October, December.)

novennial, adj., recurring every nine years. ^
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Late L. novennis,

'of nine years', which is compounded of novem,

'nine', and annus, 'year". For the first element

see nine, for the second see annual. For the

change of Latin a (in annus) to e (in nov-gnnis)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

novercal, adj., like a stepmother. — L. novercdtis,

fr. noverca, 'stepmother', a derivative of novus,

'new'. See new.

novice, n., a beginner. — ME. novis, fr. MF.
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(= F.) novice, fr. L. novlcius, 'new; newly ar-

rived; novice', fr. novus, 'new'. See new and 2nd

-ice.

noviciate, also novitiate, n., the state of being a

novice. — F. noviciat, fr. ML. novitidtus, fr.

Late L. novltius, inexact spelling of L. novlcius.

See prec. word and subst. suff. -ate.

novo-, combining form meaning 'new'. — Fr. L.

novus, 'new'. See new and cp. novel, adj.

novocaine, novocam, n., a local anesthetic substi-

tute for cocaine; a trade name (Novocain). —
Coined fr. novo- and (co)cain(e).

now, adv. — ME. nou, nu, fr. OE. nu, rel. to ON.

nil, Dan., Swed., Du. nu, OS., OFris. nu, nu,

OHG., MHG. nu, nu, G. nun, Goth, nu, 'now',

and cogn. with OL ««, nu, nUndm, Avestic n«,

OPers. nuram, Toch. nu, Hitt. nuwa, 'now', Gk.

vii, vuv, L. nunc, OSlav. nyne, Lith. nil, 'now',

Olr. nu-, no- (presential pref.). The original

meaning of these words was 'newly, recently'.

They derive fr. I.-E. base *nu, which is rel. to

base *newo-, 'new'. See new.

Derivatives: now, conj. and n.

nowadays, adv., at the present time, in these

times. J— Compounded of now, pref. a-, used in

the sense of 'on', and adv. gen. day's.

nowel, n., 1) newel; 2) core of a mold for casting

large hollow objects. — A var. of newel.

Nowel, n. — A var. of Noel.

nowhere, adv., — ME. nowher, fr. OE. ndhwser,

compounded of na, 'no', and hwsr, 'where'. See

no, adv., and where.

nowhither, adv., to, or toward, no place, nowhere.

— ME. nowhider, fr. OE. ndhwider, compound-

ed of nd, 'no', and wider, 'whither'. See no, adv.,

and whither.

Nox, n., the goddess of night in Roman mythol-

ogy. — L., lit. 'night'. See nocti-, night.

noxal, adj., injurious. — L. noxdlis, 'harmful, in-

jurious', fr. noxa. See next word.

noxious, adj., harmful, injurious. — L. noxius,

'harmful, injurious', fr. noxa, 'harm, injury",

rel. to noceo, nocere, 'to hurt, injure, harm', and

to nex, gen. necis, 'violent death, murder'. For

the change of e - o cp. meminl, 'I remember',

and moneo, 'I remind, admonish' (see memento

and monition) ; decet, 'it is comely, it becomes',

and doced, 'I teach' (see decent and docile) ; rego,

'I guide, conduct, direct', and rogd, 'I ask", lit.

'I reach after' (see regent and rogation). L. noced

and nex derive fr. I.-E. base *nek-, 'to destroy;

to perish", whence also OI. ndsyati, 'disappears,

perishes, disappears", Avestic nasyeiti, of s.m.,

nasu-, 'dead body, corpse", Toch. B. nak-sentr,

'they blame", Gk. vsy.Oi;, vE-x-p6:, 'dead body,

corpse', Olr. ec, Bret, ankou, Co. ancow, 'death'.

Cp. obnoxious, nocent, innocent, nocuous, noxal,

nuisance. Cp. also internecine, Necator, necro-,

noyade, pernicious. Cp. also ninny. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: noxious-ly, adv., noxious-ness, n.

noyade, n., the drowning of persons at Nantes

during the Reign of Terror in 1794. — F.,

'drowning', fr. noyer, 'to kill by drowning, to

drown', fr. L. necdre, 'to kill'. See noxious.

Derivative: noyade, tr. v.

noyau, n., a liqueur flavored with peach kernels.

— F., 'stone of fruit; core of statues, casts, etc.;

newel (of staircase), noyau', fr. Late L. nucdlem,

ace. of nucdlis, 'pertaining to a nut', fr. L. nux,

gen. nucis, 'nut'. See nucleus and words there

referred to and cp. esp. newel.

nozzle, n., a spout. — Dimin. of nose (q.v.) Cp.

nuzzle.

Derivative: nozzle, tr. v.

nu, n., name of the 13th letter of the Greek alpha-

bet.— Gk. vu, shortened fr. Heb. nun, name of

the letter n. See nun, the letter.

nuance, n., a slight difference. — F., 'shade, hue;

a sHght difference', fr. MF., fr. nuer, 'to shade',

fr. nue, 'cloud', fr. L. nubes (see nubilous and

-ancc); so called with reference to the different

colors of the clouds.

nub, n., a knob, lump (rare) — Cp. LG. knuhbe,

'knob, protuberance', and see knob, knub.

nubble, n., a small nub. — Formed fr. nub with

dimin. suff. -le.

Derivative: nubbl-y, adj.

nubia, n., a woman's light scarf worn over the

head and neck. — Fr. L. ndbes, 'cloud'. See

nubilous.

Nubian, adj., pertaining to Nubia, its people or

their language; n., a) an inhabitant of Nubia;

b) the Negro language spoken by the Nubians.

nubiform, adj., resembling a cloud. — Com-
pounded of L. nubes, 'cloud', and /orma, 'form,

shape'. See nubilous and form, n.

nubile, adj., marriageable (said of a woman)— L.

nUbilis, from the stem ofnubere, 'to marry, wed'.

See nuptial and cp. connubial.

Derivative: nubil-ity, n.

nubilous, adj., cloudy, foggy, obscure. — Late L.

nubildsus, fr. L. niibes, 'cloud", which prob.

stands for *snoudhis and is cogn. with Avestic

snaoda-, 'clouds', W. nudd, 'fog', Gk. vud6v

(Hesychius), 'dark, dusky". Cp. nuance, nubia,

nubiform. For the ending see suff. -ous.

nucellus, n., the centra! mass of the body of an

ovule (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. micella, dimin. of

nux, gen. nucis, 'nut". See nucleus and cp. words

there referred to.

nucha, n., the spinal cord (anat.) — Medical L.,

fr. Arab, nukhd', 'spinal marrow". See nuque.

Derivative: nuch-al, adj.

nucha, n., nape of the neck (anat.)— Medical L.,

from a confusion of Arab, nukhd', 'spinal mar-

row', with niiqra'', 'nape of the neck' (see prec.

word); introduced by Constantine the African

about 1080.

Derivative: nuch-al, adj.

nuchal, adj., pertaining to the spinal cord. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. nucha, 'spinal

cord'.

nuchal, adj., pertaining to the nape of the neck.



nuchalgia

— Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. nucha, 'the nape

of the neck'.

nuchalgia, n., pain in the nape of the neck (med.)

— A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. prec. word

and Gk. SXyoi;, 'pain' ; see -algia,

nuci-, combining form meaning 'nut'.— L., from

the stem of nux, gen. nucis, 'nut'. See nucleus

and cp. words there referred to.

nuciferous, adj., yielding nuts. — Compounded

of nuci- and the stem ofh.ferre, 'to beaf, carry'.

See -ferous.

nuciform, adj., nut-shaped. — Compounded of

nuci- and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See form,

n.

nucivorous, adj., nut-eating. — Compounded of

nuci- and L. -varus, fr. vordre, 'to devour'. See

-vorous.

nucleate, nucleated, adj., having a nucleus. — L.

nucledtus, 'having a kernel', fr. nucleus. See

nucleus and adj. suff. -ate, resp. also -ed.

nucleate, tr. v., to form into a nucleus. — L. nu-

cleat-{um), pp. stem of nucledre, 'to be kernelly',

fr. nucleus. See nucleus and verbal suff. -ate.

nuclein, n., any of a group of substances occur-

ring in cell nuclei {biochem.) — G. Nuklein,

coined by the Swiss biochemist Friedrich

Miescher in 1869 fr. L. nucleus (see nucleus) and

chem. suff. -in.

nucleo-, combining form meaning 'connected

with, or related to, a nucleus'. — L. nucleo-, fr.

nucleus. See nucleus,

nucleolus, n., a rounded body within the nucleus

of a cell. — L., 'a little nut', dimin. of nucleus,

'nut, kernel', itself a dimin. of nux, 'nut'. See

next word and dimin. suff. -ole.

Derivatives : nucleol-ar, nucleol-ate, nucleol-ated,

adjs.

nucleoside, n., a glycoside derived from nucleic

acid (chem.) — Coined from nucleo- and (glyc)-

oside.

nucleotide, n., phosphate of nucleoside {chem.)—
Coined fr. nucleo-, the letter -/- (which was in-

serted for the sake of euphony or under the

influence of phosphatide) and suff. -Ide (on the

analogy of nucleos-ide).

nucleus, n., a central core or kernel, about which

matter is gathered. — L. nuc(u)leus, 'kernel',

dimin. of nux, gen. nucis, 'nut', which stands for

*cnu-c-s and is formed with suflf. -c fr. I.-E. base

*cnu-. Formed from the same base without any

suff. are Mir. cnii, W. cneuen, MCo. knyfan,

MBret. knoen, 'nut' ; formed from the same base

with suff. -d (i.e. fr. *cnu-d) are ON. hnot, OE.

hnutu, etc., 'nut'. All these words are traceable

to I.-E. *qnew-, 'formed into a ball, compres-

sed', fr. base *qen-, 'to form into a ball, to com-

press'. Cp. nucleate, enucleate, newel, noisette,

'piece of meat', noyau, nucellus, nuci-, Nucula,

nux vomica. Cp. also nut.

Derivatives : nucle-ar, nucle-ary, adjs.

Nucula, n., a genus of marine bivalves {zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. nucula, 'a little nut', dimin. of /hoc.
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gen. nucis, 'nut' (see nucleus and -ule); so called

from the nutlike shell.

nude, adj., naked bare, unclothed. — L. niidus,

'naked, bare', fr. *now{e)dos for I.-E. *nog"e-

dhos; cogn. with Goth, nagaps, OE. nacod, 'na-

ked'. See naked.

Derivatives: nude, n., a nude figure, nude-ly,

adv., nude-ness, n.

nudge, tr. v., to touch or push slightly with the

elbow.— Prob. rel. to dial Norw. nugga, nyggja,

'to push'.

Derivative: nudge, n.

Nudibranchiata, n. pi., a suborder of moUusks

{zool.) — ModL., compounded of L. niidus,

'naked', and bronchia, 'gill'. See nude and

brancbia.

nudibrancbiate, adj., 1) pertaining to the Nudi-

branchiata ; 2) n., one of the Nudibranchiata.—
See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

nudicaul, nudicaulous, adj., having leafless stems

{bot.) — Compounded of L. niidus, 'naked,

bare', and caulis, 'stem, stalk'. See nude and

cole,

nudism, n., the practice of going nude. — See

nude and -ism.

nudist, n., one who practices nudism.— See nude

and -ist.

nudity, n., 1) nakedness; 2) that which is nude. —
F. nudite, fr. L. nuditdtem, ace. of ndditds, 'na-

kedness', fr. niidus. See nude and -ity.

nudnik, n., a bore. — Yiddish nudnik, formed

with agential suff. -nik, fr. Russ. nudnyi, 'tire-

some, tedious, boring', fr. nudd, 'need, want,

boredom', which is rel. to OSlav. nuida, Russ.

nuzdd, 'need', and cogn. with Goth, naups, OE.

nled, ned, 'need' ; see need, n. The Yiddish suff.

-nik is of Slavic origin; cp. beatnik.

nugacious, adj., trifling {rare). — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. nugax, gen. nUgdcis, 'trifling', fr.

nugdri. See nugatory.

Derivative: nugacious-ness, n.

nugacity, n., triviality {rare) — Late L. nugdcitds,

'a trifling, playfulness', fr. L. nugdx, gen. nugd-

cis. See prec. word and -ity.

nugatory, adj., trifling, of no value. — L. nugdto-

rius, 'trifling; worthless, useless', fr. nugdtor,

gen. -oris, 'jester, joker', fr. nQgdtus, pp. of

nugdri, 'to jest, trifle', fr. nUgae, gen. -drum,

'jokes, jests, trifles' ; which is of uncertain origin.

For the ending see adj. suff. -ory.

nuggar, n., a kind of boat used on the Nile. —
VArab. nuqqdr.

nugget, n., a lump of metal ; esp. a lump of gold.

— For niggot (so speUed in North's Plutarch),

fr. a niggot, misdivision and corruption of an

ingot. See ingot.

nuisance, n., something causing annoyance or in-

convenience. — ME. nusaunce, fr. OF. nui-

sance, fr. nuisant, pp. of nuire, 'to hurt, harm',

fr. VL. nocire, corresponding to classical L.

nocere, 'to hurt, injure, harm'. See noxious and

cp. words there referred to. For the ending see
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suff. -ance. F. nuisance has been reborrowed fr.

English.

null, adj. — Fr. F. nul—or directly—fr. L.

niillus, 'not one, not any, none', contraction of

*ne{e) oin{o)los, 'not one', fr. neg. pref. ne- and

dimin. of OL. oinos (whence L. unus), 'one'. See

no, adv., and one and cp. nullify, nullity, annul,

nullah, n., a ravine; a watercourse {Anglo-Ind.)

— Hind, ndld, 'brook, watercourse, ravine'.

nullification, n. — Late L. nullificdtio, gen. -onis,

fr. nuUificdtus, pp. of nuUificdre. See next word

and -ion.

nullify, tr. v., to render invalid, make nuU and

void, annul. — Late L. niillificdre, 'to esteem

lightly, despise', prop, 'to reduce to nothing',

compounded of L. niillus, 'none', and -ficdre,

ir.facere, 'to make, do'. See null and -fy.

nullipara, n., a woman who has never borne a

child {med.) — Medical L., coined on analogy

of L. vivipara (see viviparous) fr. L. niillus, 'none',

and -para, fem. of -parus, 'bringing forth', from

the stem ofparere, 'to bring forth'. See null and

-parous,

nulliparous, adj., having borne no children. —
See prec. word and -parous,

nullipore, n., any of various lime-secreting algae

{bot.) — Compounded of L. niillus, 'none', and

porus, 'passage, pore'. See null and pore,

nullity, n., the quality or state of being null, in-

validity ; that which is null.— OF. (= F.) nullite,

fr. ML. nullitdtem, ace. of nUllitds, fr. L. niiUus.

See null and -ity.

numb, adj. — ME. nume, lit. 'taken, seized', pp.

of nimen (fr. OE. niman), 'to take'. See nim and

nimble. The b in numb is excrescent. Cp. benumb.

Derivatives: numb, tr. and intr. v., numb-ness, n.

number, n. — ME. nombre, noumbre, fr. OF.

(= F.) nombre, fr. L. numerus (for *nomeros)

'number', fr. I.-E. base *nem-, 'to divide, dis-

tribute, allot'. See nimble and cp. numeral, nu-

meric, numero, numerous.

Derivative: number-less, adj.

number, tr. v. — ME. nombren, fr. OF. {= F.)

nombrer, fr. L. numerdre, 'to count, reckon,

number', fr. numerus. See number, n.

Derivative: number-er, n.

Numbers, n., the fourth book of the Pentateuch.

— Translation of L. Numeri, itself translation

of Gk. 'Apt&[xoi; it was so called because it

begins with the census of the people taken in the

second year of the Exodus.

numbles, n. pi., certain inward parts of deer used

as food {archaic). — ME. noumbles, fr. OF.

numbles, nombles (pi.), 'loin of veal', dissimilated

fr. *lombles, pi. of *lomble, fr. L. lumbulus,

dimin. oi lumbus, 'loin' (whence OF., F. lombe,

'loin'). See loin and -ule and cp. umbles and

humble pie.

munda, nnmdah, n. — See namda.

numen, n., a divine spirit; a presiding divinity. —
L. numen, 'divine wUl, divine command', prop,

'divine approval expressed by nodding the

head', fr. nuere, 'to nod', which is cogn. with Gk.

vEusiv, 'to nod'. See nutant and -men and cp.

numinous.

numerable, adj. — L. numerdbilis, 'that can be

counted or numbered', fr. numerdre. See num-

ber, V. and n., and -able.

Derivatives: numberable-ness, n., numerabl-y,

adv.

numeral, adj . ,
pertaining to, or expressing, a num-

ber or numbers. — MF. (= F.) numeral, fr.

Late L. numerdlis, 'of numbers', fr. L. numerus.

See number, n., and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: numeral, n.

numerary, adj., pertaining to a number or num-

bers. — ML. numerdrius, fr. L. numerus. See

number n., and adj. suff. -ary.

numerate, v., to count; to enumerate. — L. nu-

merdtus, pp. of numerdre. See number, v. and n.,

and verbal suff. -ate.

numeration, n. — ME. numeracion, fr. L. nume-

rdtid, gen. of -onis, 'a counting', fr. numerdtus,

pp. of numerdre. See number, v. and n., and

-ation.

numerator, n., that term of a fraction which shows

how many parts of a unit are taken.—VL. nume-

rdtor, lit. 'counter, numberer', fr. numerdtus, pp.

oi numerdre. See number, v. and n., and -tor.

numerical, adj. — Formed with suff. -ical fr. L.

numerus. Cp. F. numirique and see number, n.

Derivative: numerical-ly, adv.

numerology, n., the Study of the occult meaning

of numbers. — A hybrid coined fr. L. numerus,

'number', and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy. The correct

form would be arithmology, fr. Gk. api&;j.6;,

'number', and -Xoyia.

numerous, adj. — L. numerosus, 'numerous', fr.

numerus. See number, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: numerous-ly, adv., numerous-ness,

a.

Numidia, n., an ancient country in North Africa.

— L.,fr. Numida, 'aNumidian', orig. 'anomad',

fr. Gk. vofjtdtSa, ace. of vofjia;, 'nomad'; see

nomad and 1st -ia. For the derivation of the

Latin word from a Greek accusative cp. onycha,

ore, speluncar, sportula.

Niunidian, adj., pertaining to Numidia. — L. Nu-

mididnus, fr. Numidia. See prec. word and -an.

Derivative: Numidian, n., one of the inhabitants

of Numidia.

numinous, adj., divine, spiritual. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. ndmen, gen. nUminis, 'divine

will'. See numen.

mnnismatic, adj., pertaining to coins and medals.

— F. numismatique, fr. L. numisma, 'current

coin', fr. Gk. v6[itCT|ia, 'usage, money, current

coin', lit. 'what has been sanctioned by custom

or usage', fr. vojit^eiv, 'to adopt or practice a

custom or usage', fr. v6(iO(;, 'law, custom,

usage', fr. I.-E. base *nem-, 'to divide, distribute,

allot'. See nimble and words there referred to



numismatics

and cp. esp. nummary. For the ending see sufF.

-atic.

numismatics, n., the study and collection of coins

and medals. — See prec. word and -ics.

numismatist, n., 1) a specialist in numismatics; 2)

a collector of coins or medals. — F. numisma-

tiste. See numismatic and -ist.

numismatology, n., numismatics. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. numisma, gen. -matis (see numis-

matic) and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xiyoi;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

numismatologist, n., a numismatist. — Formed
fr. prec. word with suff. -ist.

nummary, adj., pertaining to coins or money. —
L. nummarius, 'of coins', fr. nummus, 'coin,

money', which is a loan word fr. Gk. vojiiutoi;,

'lawful, legal', fr. v6(xo?, 'law'. See numismatic

and adj . suff. -ary and cp. nummular, nummulite.

nummiform, adj., coin-shaped. — Compounded
of L. nummus, 'coin', and forma, 'form, shape'.

See nummary and form, n.

nummular, adj., coin-shaped. — L. nummuldrius,

lit. 'of small coins', fr. nummulus, dimin. of

nummus, 'coin'. See nummary and the suffixes

-ule and -ar.

nummulite, n., a coin-shaped fossil shell —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. L. nummulus.

See prec. word.

Derivative: nummulit-ic, adj.

numskull, n., a dolt, blockhead. — Compounded
of numb and skull.

nun, n., 1) a woman devoted to religious life, esp.

one living in a convent under vows of chastity,

poverty and obedience; 2) any of various birds.

— ME. iwnne, nun, fr. OE. nunne, fr. Late L.

nonna, 'an old woman, a nun', fem. of nonnus,

'an old man, a monk', orig. a child's lip word.

Cp. OI. nana, ModPers. nana, 'mother', Gk.
vavva, VEVva, 'aunt', Alb. nam, 'mother, nurse",

Bulg. neni, 'the older one', Serbo-Croatian nana,

nena, 'mother', W. nain, 'grandmother', which

all were orig. child's lip words. Olt. nonno,

'grandfather', nonna, 'grandmother', are loan

words fr. Late L. nonnus, resp. nonna. Cp.

nunnery. Cp. also nanism.

nun, n., the 14th letter of the Heb. alphabet. —
Heb. nun, lit. 'fish'; so called in allusion to the

ancient Hebrew form of this letter. Cp. nu.

nuncheon, n., a light refreshment taken at noon

(obsol.)— ME. noneschench, lit. 'a noon-drink',

fr. none, 'noon', and schenche, 'a pouring out, a

draft'. For the first element see noon. The second

element derives fr. OE. scencan, 'to give to

drink', which is rel. to OS. skenkian, OFris.

skenka, OHG. skenken, 'to give to drink',

MHG., G., Du. schenken, 'to give'. The original

meaning of these verbs was 'to hold in a

slanting position'. They derive from the Teut.

adj. *skanka-, 'slanting, oblique', fr. I.-E. base

'sqetfg-, of s.ra. See shank and cp. skink, 'to

serve'. Cp. also luncheon.
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nimciature, n., the office of a nuncio. — It. nun-

ciatura (now nunziatura), formed with suff. -ura

(fr. L. -ura), fr. nunciato (now nunziato), pp. of

nunciare (now nunziare), 'to announce, pro-

claim', fr. L. nuntiare, 'to announce', fr. nuntius.

See next word and -ure.

nuncio, n., papal envoy.— Earlier It. nuncio (now

nunzio), fr. L. nuntius, 'messenger, envoy; mes-

sage', which prob. stands for *noventius, haplo-

logic contraction of *novi-ventius, lit. 'one new-

coming', fr. noYUS 'new', and vent-(um), pp.

stem of venire, 'to come'. See new and come, and

cp. announce, annunciate, denounce, denunciate,

enounce, enunciate, internuncial, internuncio,

pronounce, pronunciamento, pronunciation, re-

nounce, renunciation,

nuncle, n., uncle (obsol.) — From misdivision of

an uncle (or mine uncle) into a nuncle (resp. my
nuncle).

nuncupative, adj., declared orally, oral {said of

wills) — Late L. nuncupativus, 'so-called, nom-

inal', fr. L. nuncupdtus, pp. of nuncupare, 'to

call by name, to call, name', fr. *nomo-capos,

'taken by name', which is compounded of no-

men, 'name', and capere, 'to catch, seize, take,

hold'. See name and captive,

nundinal, adj., pertaining to a fair or market.— L.

nundinalis, 'pertaining to a market day', fr. nUn-

dinae, 'the market day', lit. 'the ninth day' (so

called because it was held every ninth day),

contraction of *noven-dinom, 'nine days', fr.

novem, 'nine', and *dinom, 'day'. For the first

element sec nine. The second element is cogn.

with OI. -dinam, OSlav. dini, 'day', Lith. diena,

OPruss. deinam (ace), 'day', Olr. -denus (in

tre-denus), 'the space of three days', Goth.

-teins (in the compound sin-teins, 'daily', OHG.
-zin (in lengi-zin, 'Lent', lit. 'long days'),

OE. -ten (in lenc-ten), of s.m., and with L.

dies, 'day', deus, 'god'. See dies non, deity, and

cp. the second element in Lent,

nunnation, n., the addition of a final « in the

Arabic declension of nouns. — ModL. nunnd-

tid, gen. -dnis, fr. nun, the Arabic name of the

letter n, fr. Heb. «u«. See nun, name of a Hebrew

letter, and -ation.

nunnery, n., 1) a community of nuns; 2) a con-

vent. — ME. nunnerie, fr. OF. nonnerie, fr.

nonne, 'nun', fr. L. nonna. See nun and -ery.

nuphar, n., the waterlily. — See nenuphar,

nuptial, adj., pertaining to a wedding. — L. nup-

tidlis, 'of a marriage or wedding', fr. nuptiae,

'marriage, wedding', fr. nuptus, pp. of nObo,

nubere, 'to marry, wed', which prob. stands for

*sneubhd and is cogn. with OSlav. snubiti, 'to

love, woo', Czech snoubiti, 'to seek in marriage,

woo', Czech za-snoubiti, Slovak zasniibit', 'to

betroth', Gk. vu(X9r), 'bride'. For the ending

sec suff. -al. Cp. nubile, connubial, nymph,

nuptials, n. pi. — Fr. prec. word.

nuque, n., the back of the neck, nape. — F.,

'back of the neck, nape'. The original meaning
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of the word was 'spinal marrow' ; it derives fr.

ML. nucha, which is borrowed fr. Arab, nukhd',

of s.m. ; see nucha. The meaning of F. nuque is

due to the influence of Arab, niiqrcr, 'nape'. Cp.

OProven?. mica, which unites both meanings:

'back of the neck' and 'marrow'.

niu-aghe, n., any of the prehistoric circular build-

ings found in Sardinia. —• Dial. It. (= Sar-

dinian) nuraghe.

nurse, n. — ME. norice, nurice, fr. OF. nurice,

nourice (F. nourrice), fr. Late L. nutricia, 'nurse',

fem. of L. mitricius, adj., 'nourishing', fr.

nUtrlx, gen -ids, 'nurse'. See nourish and cp.

nurture.

Derivatives: nurse, tr. and intr. v., nurs-er, n.,

nurseling (q.v.), nurse-ry, n., nurs-ing, adj. and n.

nurseling, also nursling, n., 1) an infant; 2) any-

thing that is carefully fostered. — Formed fr.

nurse with dimin. suff. -ling,

nurture, n., nourishment.— ME., fr. OF. nor{r)e-

ture (F. nourriture), fr. L. nUtrltura, 'a nursing,

suckling', fr. nUtritus, pp. of ndtrire, 'to nour-

ish'. See nourish and -ture.

Derivatives: nurture, v., nurtur-er, n.

nut, n., the dry fruit of various trees, containing

an edible kernel inclosed in a hard shell. — ME.
nute, fr. OE. hnutu, rel. to ON. hru>t, Norw. not,

Swed. not, Dan. nod, Du. noot, OHG. AnKj,

««5, MHG. nuj, G. Nufi, 'nut'; fr. I.-E. base

*cnu-d. Cp. L. nux, gen. nucis, 'nut', fr. I.-E.

base *cnu-c, and see nucleus.

Derivatives: nut, intr. v., to gather nuts, nutt-y,

adj.

nutant, adj., drooping, nodding (bot.) — L. nu-

tans, gen. -antis, pres. part, of ndtdre, freq. of

nuere, 'to nod'. See next word and -ant.

nutation, n., I) the act of nodding; 2) a slight

movement of the earth's axis (astron.) — L. nii-

tdtid, gen. -dnis, 'a nodding', fr. nUtdtus, pp. of

nUtdre, freq. of nuere, 'to nod', fr. I.-E. base

*(s)neu-, "to move quickly, jerk, nod the head',

whence also Gk. veueiv, 'to nod', perh. also Gk.

vJcraeLv [fr. base * neu-q(h)-1], 'to touch with a

sharp point, prick, stab',LG.n«cA:fn, 'to shake the

head threateningly', dial. G. einnucken, 'to fall

into a slumber", OSlav, nukati, njukati, 'to stir

up'. Cp. innuendo, numen. For the ending see

suff. -ation.

nuthatch, n., any of various small birds, feeding

esp. on nuts. — ME. notehach, nuttehache, com-

pounded of note, nutte, 'nut' (see nut), and hack,

hache, which is rel. to hack, 'to chop', hatch, 'to

engrave". For the relation between hack and

hatch cp. bake and batch, wake and watch, dike

and ditch.

nutmeg, n., the aromatic seed ofan E. Indian tree.

— ME. notemuge, nutmuge, formed fr. OF. nois

muguete, 'nutmeg', through substitution of ME.
note, nut (see nut) for OF. nois, 'nut', and through

change of muguete into muge. OF. nois muguete

derives fr. OProven?. noz muscada, fr. nor, 'nut'

(fr. L. nucem, ace. of nux), and muscada, fem. of

muscat, 'musky'; see muscat. Cp. F. noix mus-

cade. It. noce moscada, Sp. nuez moscada, Du.

nootmuskaat, G. Muskatnufi, etc., 'nutmeg'.

Derivatives : nutmegg-ed, nutmegg-y, adjs.

nutria, n., 1) the coypu (a S. American rodent);

2) its fur. — Sp., 'otter', fr. L. lutra. See otter,

nutrient, adj. — L. nUtriens, -entis, pres. part, of

nUtrlre, 'to nourish'. See noiu-ish and -ent and

cp. nurse, nurtiu-e.

nutrify, tr. and intr. v., to nourish (archaic). —
Compounded of L. nUtrire, 'to nourish', and

-ficdre, fT.facere, 'to make, do'. See prec. word

and -fy.

nutriment, n., food. — L. nUtrimentum, 'nourish-

ment', fr. nutrire, 'to nourish'. See nutrient and

-ment.

Derivative: nutriment-al, adj.

nutrition, n., the act or process of nourishing or

being nourished. — L. nutrltid, 'nourishment',

fr. nUtrire. See nutrient and -ion.

Derivatives: nutrition-al, adj., nutrition-al-ly,

adv., nutrition-ist, n.

nutritious, adj., nourishing. — L. nUtricius, 'that

which nourishes, nurses', fr. nutrlx, gen. nUtricis,

'nurse'. See nourish and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending see suff. -itious.

Derivatives: nutritious-ly, adv., nutritious-ness,

n.

nutritive, adj., nourishing, nutricious. — ME.
nutritif, fr. MF. (= F.) nutritif (ism. nutritive),

fr. Late L. nQtrittvus, 'nourishing', fr. L.

ndtritus, pp. of ndtrire. See nutrition and -ive.

Derivatives: nutritive-ly, adv., nutritive-ness, n.

nux vomica, the seed of an E. Indian tree con-

taining strychnine; 2) medicine made from this

seed. — ML., lit. 'a nut to make (one) vomit',

fr. L. nux, 'nut', and vome're, 'to vomit'. For the

first word see nucleus, for the second see vomit,

nuzzle, intr. v., to press the nose (against); tr. v.,

to touch with the nose. — ME. noselen, fr. nose.

See nose and freq. suff. -le and cp. nozzle.

nyct-, form of nycti- before a vowel.

nyctalopia, n., 1) night-blindness; 2) day-blind-

ness {med.) — Late L., fr. nyctaldps, 'one who

suffers from night-blindness or from day-blind-

ness', fr. Gk. vuxTdtXojij', which is compounded

of v'j^, gen. v'jXTOi;, 'night', aXaoc, 'blind', and

&'\i, gen. toTTo?, 'eye'. For the etymology of vu5

see nycti-; ixXaoc prob. means lit. 'not seeing',

and is formed fr. a- (see priv. pref. a-) and the

stem of Xaeiv, 'to see", which is cogn. with OI.

Idsati, 'shines, beams' ; for the etymology of Gk.

&i'^ see -opia. Cp. hemeralopia.

Derivative: nyctalop-ic, adj.

Nyctanthes, n., a genus of East Indian plants

(bot.)— ModL., lit. 'night flower', compounded

of nyct- and Gk. av»o;, 'flower'. See anther.

Nyctea, n., a genus of birds, the snowy owl (or-

nithol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. vu^, gen. vuxto?,

'night'. See nycti-.

Nyctereutes, n., a genus of canine mammals, the

raccoon dog (zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. vukte-



Nycteris

peuTTj;, 'one who hunts by night', fr. vuxte-

peiciv, 'to pass the night, hunt by night', fr.

vuxTspo;, 'by night, nightly', fr. vu^, gen.

vuxTog, 'night'. See nycti-.

Nycteris, n., a genus of American bats {zool.) —
Mo(iL.,fr. Gk. vuxTept;, 'bat', lit. 'the noctur-

nal animal', fr. vu$, gen. vuxto?, 'night'. See

nycti-.

nycti-, nycto-, before a vowel nyct-, combining

form meaning 'night'. — Gk. vuxTt-,'vuxTo-,

vuxT-, fr. vuE, gen. vuxt6(;, 'night', which is

cogn. with L. nox, gen. noctis, 'night', Goth.

nahts, OE. neaht, niht, of s.m. See night and cp.

nocti-. Cp. also the second element in Calonyc-

tion.

Nyeticorax, n., a genus of birds, the night heron

(prnithol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. vuKTtx6pa5, 'a

kind of owl', lit. 'night raven', fr. vuxTt- (see

nycti-) and x6pa5i 'raven'. See coracoid.

nyctitropism, n., tendency of a plant to change its

position at night.— Compounded of nycti-, Gk.
-TpoTToi;, 'turning', fr. xp^Treiv, 'to turn', and

suff. -ism. See trope and tropism and cp. helio-

tropism and words there referred to.

nyctophobia, n., morbid fear of night imed.) —
Medical L., compounded of nycto- and-9opia,

'fear of, fr. 96301;, 'fear'. See -phobia.

nylghau, n. — See nilgai.

nylon, n., an extremely elastic synthetic material

made from coal, air and water. — An invented

word.

Derivative: nylon-ed, adj.

nymph, n., 1) one of a class of inferior female

deities represented as inhabiting the sea, springs,

wells, woods, etc. ; 2) a young woman (poet.) ; 3)

a) a young, not fully developed insect; b) pupa,

chrysahs. — ME. nimphe, fr. OF. nimphe (F.

nymphe), fr. L. nympha, fr. Gk. vtjjitpT), 'bride,

maiden, nymph', which is cogn. with L. nubere,

'to marry, wed'. See nuptial and cp. paranymph.

L. lumpa (also limpa, lympha), 'spring water', is

borrowed fr. Gk. vu|jL(pr] (see lymph).

nympha, n., pi. nymphae, 1) a pupa; 2) {pi.) the

inner lips of the vulva (anat.) — L., fr. Gk.

M'jiKfTi, 'bride, maiden, nymph'. See nymph.

Nymphaea, n., a genus of aquatic plants, the yel-

low lily (bot.) — L., 'the water lily', prop, 'the
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plant dedicated to the nymphs', fr. nympha. See

nymph.

Nymphaeaceae, n. pi., the water lily family (hot.)

— Formed fr. prec. word with suif. -aceae.

nymphaeaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

nymphal, adj., 1) pertaining to a nymph; 2) per-

taining to a young insect. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. nympha. See nymph.

nymphean, adj., nymphal. — Formed with suff.

-an, fr. Gk. vu;j,9aTo;, 'of the nymphs; nymph-
like', fr. v6[i9V). See nymph.

nymphitis, n., inflammation of the inner lips of

the vulva (med.) — Medical L., formed fr.

nymphae with suff. -itis.

nympho-, combining form meaning 1) a nymph

;

2) one of the nymphae (anat.) — Gk. VUH90-,

fr. vu(i97), 'nymph'. See nymph.

nympholepsy, n., ecstatic emotion. — Orig. 'fren-

zy supposed to take hold of a man who looked

at a nymph' ; formed on the analogy of epilepsy

fr. Gk. vu[j.96>.7)7tTO(;, 'caught by the nymphs;
raptured, frenzied', which is compounded of

v»in9T], 'nymph', and Xtjtzx/ic,, 'that which can

be seized or apprehended', verbal adj. of Xapt-

pivEtv, 'to take, seize'. See lemma.

nympholept, n., a person seized with nympho-
lepsy. — Gk. vu[jL96X7)7tTO(;. See prec. word.

Derivative: nympholept-ic, adj.

nymphomania, n., morbid sexual desire in women
(med.) — Medical L., compounded of nympho-

and Gk. (iaviS, 'madness, frenzy'. See mania.

Derivative: nymphomani-ac, adj. and n.

Nyssa, n., a genus of plants, the tupelo (bot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. vuaaa, 'turning post', which is

of uncertain etymology. It is possibly rel. to

vuaaEtv 'to touch with a sharp point, prick,

stab'. See nutation.

nystagmus, n., involuntary oscillation of the eye-

ball (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. vu<TTaY}J.6c,

'drowsiness', fr. vuuxal^Eiv, 'to be sleepy, to be

drowsy, to doze', which is cogn. with Lith.

snaudziu, sndusti, 'to slumber'.

Derivative: nystagm-ic, adj.

Nyx, n., the goddess of night in Greek mythol-

ogy. — Gk. Nij5, personification of the night.

See night.

o
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O, interj., an exclamation expressing admiration

surprise, fear, etc. — Common to most lan-

guages; (cp. e.g. Gk. &, L. o, oh, OSlav., Lith.

o, Goth, o, Du., G. o, F. o, OL a, Olr. a, a);

of imitative origin. Cp. oh.

o', shortened form of, 1) of, as in o'clock, or 2)

(dial.) on.

-0-, connective vowel, orig. used to join two ele-

ments of Greek origin on the analogy of Greek

compounds in which the o usually belongs to

the stem of the first element (cp. e.g. Xeux6-

9'jXXo(;, 'white-leafed', xEtp6-[j.avTii;, 'diviner

by palmistry'), or represents another stem vowel

or is an addition to a stem ending in a conso-

nant. Later the use of this connective vowel was

applied to compounds whose elements are of

Latin origin, although in l^atin itself, the con-

nective vowel is ; (cp. e.g. art-i-fex, 'artist', the

stem of the first element being arti-). The use of

the connective o was extended later to form

compounds from elements of Late L., ML. and

even ModL. origin, first in ethnic names (as

Anglo-Saxon, Anglo-Indian) and later—esp. in

our time—to coin scientific terms (as radio-

active). As in Greek words (cp. e.g. api<jT-apxSa

in contradistinction to apiOTo-xpaTla), the con-

nective o is usually dropped if the second ele-

ment begins with a vowel. Cp. the numerous

combining forms in -o throughout this diction-

ary. Cp. also -old, ology.

oaf, n., 1) orig. an elf's child; hence a child al-

legedly substituted for another child; 2) an

idiotic child; 3) a clumsy fellow; a lout. —
Earlier auf, fr. ON. alfr, 'elf. See elf and cp.

ouphe. Cp. also Oberon.

Derivatives: ouf-ish, adj., oaf-ish-ly, adv., oaf-

ish-ness, n.

oak, n. — ME. ook, ok, fr. OE. ac, rel. to ON.
eik, OS., OFris., MDu. ek, Du. eik, OHG. eih,

MHG. eich, G. Eiche, prob. cogn. with Gk.

aiyi-Aonj;, 'a kind of oak', and perh. also with

L. aesculus(proh. standing for *aig-sclo-oT *aig-

SC0I0-), 'the Italian oak'. Cp. Aesculus and the

second element in Crataegus.

Derivatives: oak-en, oak-y, adjs.

oakum, n., loose fiber obtained from taking apart

old hemp ropes. — ME. okum, fr. OE. dcumba,

'tow', lit. 'off combing', fr. a, 'off, away', and the

stem of cemban, 'to comb'. See intensive pref. a-

and comb and cp. unkempt.

oar, n. — ME. oor, or, fr. OE. dr, rel. to ON. ar,

Dan. aare, Swed. dra, 'oar'; of imcertain origin.

oarlock, n., a device in the gunwale of a rowing

boat for keeping the oar in place, rowlock. —
Compounded of oar and lock, 'contrivance for

closing doors'. Cp. rowlock.

oasis, n., a fertile place in a desert. — Late L.,

fr. Gk. oaai?, which is of Egypt, origin; cp.

Coptic ouahe, 'oasis' (whence also Arab, wdfut ,

of s.m.),prop. 'dwelling place', fr. ouah, 'to dwell'.

oast, n., a kiln for drying hops. — ME. ost, fr.

OE. ast, 'kiln', rel. to MDu. ast, Du. eest, fr.

Teut. *aist-, corresponding to I.-E. *aid-to, fr.

base *aidh-, 'to bum' ; whence also Gk. a.l9-ziv,

'to bum', L. aedes, 'a building, temple', aestds,

'summer', aestus, 'heat'. See edify and cp. words

there referred to.

oat, n. — ME. ote, ate, fr. OE. ate (pi. atari) ; of

imcertain origin.

Derivative: oat-en, adj.

oath, n. — ME. 00th, oth, ath, fr. OE. dp, rel. to

ON. eidr, Dan. eed, Swed. ed, OS., OFris. eth,

Du. eed, OHG. eid, MHG. eit, G. eid, Goth.

aips, 'oath'. These words are prob. of Celtic

origin. Cp. Olr. oeth, 'oat', which prob. stands

for I.-E. *di-to-s, lit. 'a going', fr. I.-E. base *ei-,

'to go', whence also Gk. £T[ii., L. ed (for *eid), 'I

go', Gk. oItoc;, 'a going; fate'. Hence Olr. oeth

prob. meant originally 'a going into some obli-

gation' ; see itinerate and cp. the second element

in Huguenot. For sense development cp. Swed.

edging, 'taking an oath', lit. 'a going to swear'.

For other terms of public law borrowed from

the Celts cp. amt, embassy, Reich, rich.

Derivative: oath-ed, adj.

ob-, pref. meaning '1) toward to; 2) against; 3)

across, over, upon; 4) down; 5) completely'. —
L. ob- (before c,/, g,p, assimilated into oc-, of-,

og-, op-; before m, ob- becomes o-), fr. ob, 'to-

ward, against, in the way of; about; before; on

account of; instead of, which is rel. to Oscan

op, up, Umbr. os (for *ops), and cogn. with Gk.

6m- in 67nS-£(v), Ion. and Att. ottict-O-eIv),

'behind, at the back, after', oTiiaw, 'backward',

b<^i, Lesbian oij'i, 'late in the day, at even', Hitt.

appizzis, 'younger, youngest', Lith. ap-, api-,

'about, near'; fr. I.-E. base *opi-, which stands

in gradational relationship to I.-E. *ep(-, whence

Gk. E-i, 'on, upon'. See epi- and cp. oper-

culum, opLsometer, opistho-, opsimath, overt,

cover, covert, Oscines, ostensible.

Obadiah, n., 1) masc. PN.;2) in the Bible, the

fourth in the order of the Twelve Prophets. —
Heb. 'Obhadydh, lit. 'servant of the Lord'. See

abodah and Elijah and cp. Obed.

obbligato, adj., obligatory, indispensable (said of

a necessary accompaniment by a single instru-

ment) (mus.)— It., lit. 'obliged', fr. L. obligdtus,

pp. of obligdre, 'to bind'. See oblige.

Derivative: obbligato, n., a necessary accom-

paniment.

obduracy, n., the quality of being obdurate, stub-

bornness. — Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.



obdurate

obdurate, adj., hardened, stubborn. — ME. ob-

durat, fr. L. obduratus, 'hardened', pp. of ob-

diirare, 'to harden, render hard', fr. ob- and

durdre, 'to render hard', fr. durus, 'hard'. See

durable.

Derivatives: obdurate, tr. v., obdurate-ly, adv.,

obdurate-ness, n., obdurat-ion, n.

obeah, also obi, n. 1) a form of witchcraft prac-

ticed by Negroes in the West Indies; 2) a fetish

used in such witchcraft. — An African Negro

word.

Obed, n., masc. PN. {Bible) — Heb. 'Obhedh, lit.

'servant, worshiper', prop. part, of "abhddh, 'he

served'. See abodah and cp. Obadiah.

obedience, n. — ME., fr. OF., fr. L. oboedientia,

obedientia, 'obedience', fr. oboediens, obediens,

gen. -entis. See next word and -ce and cp.

obeisance, which is a doublet of obedience.

obedient, adj.— ME., fr. OF., fr. L. oboedientem,

ace. oioboediens, pres. part, oioboedire, obedire,

'to obey'. See obey and -ent.

Derivatives : obedient-ly, obedientiary (q.v.)

obedientiary, n., a minor official of the monastic

community dependent upon the abbot. — ML.

obedientidrius, fr. L. oboedientia, obedientia. See

obedience and -ary.

obeisance, n., bow of the head, curtsy. — ME.

obeisance, fr. OF. obeissance (F. obeissance),

'obedience', fr. obeissant, pres. part, oiobeir, 'to

obey'. The orig. meaning of obeisance was 'obe-

dience'. See obey and -ce and cp. obedience.

obeisant, adj., showing obeisance. — ME. obei-

saunt, fr. OF. obeissant (F. obeissant). See prec.

word and -ce.

obelisk, n., 1) a rectangular stone column, taper-

ing at the top into a pyramid ; 2) an obelus. —
F. obitisque, fr. L. obeliscus, fr. Gk. ojiEAiaxo?,

'a small spit, an obelisk', dimin. of 6(ieX6(;, 'a

spit, needle, pointed pillar, obehsk'. See obelus.

obelize, tr. v., to mark with an obelus. — Gk.

opsXii^siv, fr. h^z>.oq, 'obelus'. See obelus and

-ize.

obelus, n., a mark (— or ^) used in manuscripts

to indicate a doubtful passage. — Late L., fr.

Gk. o^eXoi;, 'a needle, spit', which is of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. obelisk, obol, amphodelite.

Oberon, n., the king of the fairies and husband of

Titania (medieval mythol.) — F. Oberon, fr. OF.

Auberon, which is prob. borrowed from a Teut.

source rel. to E. oaf, elf (qq. v.)

obese, adj., very fat, corpulent. — L. obesus, 'fat,

stout, plump', prop, 'that has eaten himself fat',

pp. ofobedere, 'to devour', fr. ob- and edere, 'to

eat'. See edible.

Derivatives: obese-ly, adv., obese-ness, n.,

obesity (q.v.)

obesity, n., corpulence. — L. obesitas (gen. -dtis),

'fatness, corpulence, obesity', fr. obesus. Cp. F.

obesite and see prec. word and -ity.

obex, n., a band of white matter above the cala-

mus scriptorius (anat.) — L. ob(j)ex, gen. -ids,

'bolt, bar, barrier', rel. to obicere (less correctly
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objicere), 'to throw against'. See object, v. and n.

obey, tr. and intr. v.— ME. obeyen, fr. OF. obeir,

(F. obeir), fr. L. oboedire, obedire, for *ob-

a^izdlre, 'to obey', fr. ob- and audtre, 'to hear'.

See audible and cp. obedient, obeisance.

obfuscate, tr. v., to darken, obscure. — L. ob-

fuscdtus, pp. of obfuscare, 'to darken', fr. ob-

and fuscare, 'to make dark, darken', fr. fuscus,

'dark'. See fuscous and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative : obfuscat-ion, n.

obi, n. — See obeah.

obi, n., a broad sash worn by Japanese women
and children. — Jap.

obiit, v., he died. — L. 3rd pers. sing. perf. of

obire, 'to die'. See obit.

Obispo, n., a four-horned sheep of S. America. —
Sp., lit. 'bishop', fr. Eccles. L. episcopus (see

bishop) ; so called because its head resembles a

bishop's mitre.

obit, n., death; an obituary.— ME. obite, fr. MF.
obit, fr. L. obitus, 'death', fr. ohitiis, pp. of obire,

'to go toward, to go to meet; to die' (in this

latter sense short for obire mortem, lit. 'to go

toward death', or for obire diem supremum, lit.

'to go toward the last day') ; formed fr. ob- and

ire, 'to go'. See itinerate and cp. obituary. Cp.

also post-obit.

obiter, adv., by the way, incidentally. — L., not

compounded of L. ob, 'on, about", and iter,

'way'—as suggested by most lexicographers

—

but formed fr. L. ob, with suff. -iter, on analogy

of circiter, 'about', which is formed from the

preposition circa, 'round, about, near'.

obiter dictum, 1) an incidental opinion of a judge

(law); 2) any incidental remark. — L., 'some-

thing said incidentally'. See prec. word and

dictum,

obituary, adj., pertaining to, or concerning, death.

— ML. obitudrius, 'pertaining to death', fr. L.

obitus. See obit and adj. suff. -ary.

obituary, n., a notice of a persons death, as in a

newspaper. — ML. obitudrius, 'a record of the

death of a person', fr. obitudrius, 'pertaining to

death'. See obituary, adj.

object, tr. and intr. v. — The original, archaic

meaning of this verb was 'to put before'. It

derives fr. L. objectus, pp. of obicere (less cor-

rectly, objicere), 'to throw or put before or

against', fr. ob- and jacere (pp. jactus), 'to

throw"; see jet, 'to spirt forth'. For the change

of Latin a (in jactus) to e (in ab-jectus) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: object-or, n.

object, n. — ME., fr. ML. objectum, lit. 'some-

thing thrown before', neut. of L. objectus, pp. of

obicere (sec object, v.) ; prop, a loan translation

of Gk. 7ip6|3X7)(jLa (see problem).

Derivatives : object-less, adj., object-less-ly, adv.,

object-less-ness, n.

objectification, n., the act of objectifying ; the state

of being objectified. — See next word and

-ation.
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objectify, tr. v., to make objective; to materialize.

— Compounded of object, n., and -fy.

objection, n. — ME. objeccioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

objection, fr. Late L. ohjectionem, ace. of ob-

jectid, 'a throwing or putting before', fr. L. ob-

jectus, pp. of obicere. See object, v., and -ion.

Derivatives: objection-able, adj., objection-abil-

ity, n., objection-able-ness, n., objection-abl-y,

adv., objection-al, adj.

objective, adj. — ML. objectlvus, fr. objectum,

'object'. See object, n. and v. and -ive.

Derivatives: objective-ly, adv., objective-ness, n.,

objectivism (q.v.), objectivity (q.v.)

objective, n., aim, purpose.—From objective, adj.

objectivism, n., the doctrine that knowledge is

based on objective reality (philos.) — See ob-

jective, adj., and -ism.

objectivity, n., the quality or state of being ob-

jective; objective reality. — Formed with suff.

-ity fr. ML. objectlvus. See objective, adj.

objurgate, tr. v., to blame, reprove, chide. — L.

objurgdtus, pp. of objurgdre, 'to blame, reprove',

fr. ob- and jurgdre, 'to quarrel, scold, chide',

contraction of adLxXi^r jUrigdre, formed from jdre

agere (a phrase occurring in Varro), lit. 'to deal

in a lawsuit'. h.jSre is the abl. ofjds, 'right, law,

suit' ; see jury. For the etymology of L. agere,

• 'to set in motion, drive, lead ; to do, act', see

agent, adj. For the formation of L. jdrigdre cp.

lltigdre, 'to dispute, quarrel', which is formed

from the phase litem agere, 'to lead a dispute or

strife' ; see litigate.

objurgation, n., blame, reproof. — L. objUrgdtid,

gen. -onis, 'a chiding, reproving, reproof, re-

buke', fr. objurgdtus, pp. of objurgdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

objurgatory, adj., objurgating, reproachful. — L.

objurgdtorius, 'chiding, reproving, reproachful',

fr. objdrgdtus, pp. of objUrgdre. See objurgate

and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivative: ohjurgatori-ly, adv.

oblanceolate, adj., lance-shaped (bot.) — Formed

fr. ob- and lanceolate.

oblate, adj., dedicated to monastic life. — L.

obldtus (used as pp. of offerre, 'to bring before,

to offer'), fr. ob- and Idtus, 'borne, carried' (used

as pp. of ferre, 'to bear, carry'), which stands

for *tldtos, fr. •//-, zero degree of I.-E. base

*lel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry', whence L. tollere, 'to

lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to bear, support'. See

tolerate and cp. collate and words there referred

to.

oblate, adj., flattened at the poles (geom.) —
MedL. obldtus, 'flattened', fr. ob- and L. -Idtus

in prdldtus, 'lengthened'. See prec. word and

prolate.

Derivative : oblate, n. , one dedicated to monastic

life.

oblation, n., 1) an offering, dedication; 2) a dona-

tion — ME. oblacioun, fr. OF. (= F.) oblation,

fr. L. obldtionem, ace. of obldtio, 'an offering',

fr. obldtus. See oblate, adj., and suff. -ion.

Derivative: oblation-al, adj.

oblatory, adj
. ,
pertaining to an oblation.— Form-

ed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L. obldtus. See oblate,

adj.

obligate, tr. v. — L. obligdtus, pp. of obligdre.

See oblige and verbal suff. -ate.

obligation, n. — ME. obligacioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

obligation, fr. L. obligdtidnem, ace. of obligdtid,

'a binding, obligation', fr. obligdtus, pp. of obli-

gdre. See oblige and -ation.

obligato, adj. and n. — See obbligato.

obligatory, adj., compulsory.— Late L. obligdto-

rius, 'binding', fr. L. obligdtus, pp. of obligdre.

See next word and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivatives: obligatori-ly, adv., obligatori-ness,

n.

oblige, tr. v. — ME. obligen, fr. OF. obligier,

obliger (F. obliger), fr. L. obligdre, 'to bind, put

under obligation, oblige', fr. ob- and ligdre, 'to

bind'. See ligament and cp. obbligato.

Derivatives: oblig-ed, adj., obligee (q.v.), oblig-

ing, adj., oblig-ing-ly, adv., oblig-ing-ness, n.,

obligor (q.v.)

obligee, n., a person to whom another is bound

by contract (law).— Formed fr. oblige with suff.

-ee.

obligor, n., a person who binds himself to another

by contract (law). — Formed fr. oblige with

agential suff. -or.

oblique, adj., 1) slanting, neither perpendicular

nor horizontal; 2) indirect. — ME. oblike,

fr. L. obliquus, 'slanting, sidelong, indirect'

—

either directly or through the medium of F. obli-

que. L. obliquus is formed fr. ob- and llquus,

'sloping,' which, together with llquis, 'sloping',

prob. derives fr. I.-E. *leiq-, a -^-enlargement of

base *lei-, 'to bend, be movable", whence prob.

llmus, 'aslant, sidelong', limen, 'threshold' (orig.

'a crosspiece'). See limb and cp. limit, Limulus,

lituus, lay figure. Cp. also the second element in

drill, 'twilled cotton', trellis, twill.

Derivatives: oblique, intr. v., oblique-ly, adv.,

oblique-ness, n.

obliquity, n., state or quality of being oblique. —
ME. obliquitee, fr. MF. (=^ F.) obliquite, fr. L.

obllquitdtem, ace. of obtiquitds, 'slanting direc-

tion, obliquity", fr. obliquus. See prec. word and

-ity.

obliterate, tr. v., to blot out; to wipe out, efface.

— L. oblitterdtus (obllterdtus), pp. of oblitterdre

(obllterdre), 'to blot out, erase', fr. ob- and littera

(lltera), 'letter'. See letter and verbal suff. -ate

and cp. alliteration.

obliteration, n., — L. oblitterdtid (obltterdtio),

gen. -onis, fr. oblitterdtus (obllterdtus), pp. of

oblitterdre (obllterdre). See prec. word and -ion.

oblivial, adj., pertaining to, or causing, oblivion.

— See next word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: oblivial-ity, n.

oblivion, n., the act offorgetting; the state of being

forgotten; the overlooking of offenses; amnesty.

— ME., fr. MF., fr. L. obllvionem, ace. of



oblivious

oblivlo, 'forgetfulness, oblivion', fr. obliviscl (pp.

oblltus), 'to forget', prob. meaning orig. 'to have

something (in one's memory) effaced', and rel.

to linere, 'to daub, besmear, rub out, erase',

oblinere, 'to rub out, efface', teris, 'smooth,

smoothed', and cogn. with Gk. aXivEiv (Hesy-

chius), 'to anoint, besmear'. See slime and cp.

lime, 'birdlime'.

oblivious, adj., forgetful, unmindful. — L. obli-

viosus, 'forgetful', fr. oblivio, 'forgetfulness'. See

prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: oblivious-ly, adv. oblivious-ness, n.

obllviscence, n., forgetfulness. — Formed with

suff. -ce fr. L. obliviscens, gen. -entis, pres. part,

of oblivisci, 'to forget'. See oblivion.

obliviscible, adj., that can be forgotten. — Form-

ed with suff. -ible fr. L. oblivisci, 'to forget'. See

oblivion.

oblong, adj., more long than broad, elongated;

specif, rectangular with the adjacent sides un-

equal.— ME. oblonge, fr. L. oblongus, 'longish,

rather long', later used also in the sense 'oblong',

fr. ob- and longus 'long'. See long, adj.

Derivative: oblong, n., an oblong figure.

obloquy, n., abuse, calumny; disgrace. — Late L.

obloquium, 'contradiction', fr. ob- and L. loqui,

'to speak'. See loquacious.

obmutescence, n., a becoming silent {rare) —
Formed with suff". -ce fr. L. obmOtescens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of obmiitescere, 'to become
dumb, be speechless', an inchoative verb formed

fr. ob- and miitus, 'dumb, mute'. See mute and

-escence.

obmutescent, adj., dumb.silent.— L. obmQtescens,

gen. -entis. See prec. word and -ent.

obnoxious, adj., 1) objectionable, offensive; 2)

{archaic) a) liable to injury ; b) liable to censure

;

3) {law) responsible. — L. obnoxiosus, 'hurtful,

injurious', fr. obnoxius, 'liable or exposed to

punishment, injury or danger', fr. ob- and itoxa,

'harm, injury". See noxious.

Derivatives: obnoxious-ly, adv., obiwxious-ness,

n.

oboe, n., a musical double-reed woodwind instru-

ment. — It., fr. It. spelling of F. hautbois. See

hautboy.

oboist, n., one who plays an oboe. — A hybrid

coined fr. oboe and -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

obol, n., a small ancient Greek coin and weight,

I Id drachma. — L. obolus, fr. Gk. 6poX6;, orig.

identical with i'fizXoQ, 'a spit, needle'; ancient

Greek coins often had the form of metal nails

and needles. See obelus.

Obolaria, n., a genus of plants, the pennyworth

{bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. o^oXoi;, 'a small Greek

coin' (see obol); so called in allusion to the

thick coin-shaped leaves.

obolus, n. — See obol.

obreption, n., the obtaining of something by fraud

{Canonand Scot. law).— L. obreptio, gen. -on/j, 'a

creeping or stealing on, deceiving', fr. obreptus,

pp. of obripere, 'to creep or steal on, to deceive'.
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fr. ob- and rapere, 'to seize, snatch'. See rape, 'to

seize', and -ion and cp. subreption. For the

change of Latin a (in rapere) to e (in ob-reptus)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

obreptitious, adj., characterized by obreption. ^
Late L. obrepticius, fr. h.obreptus, pp. ofobripere.

See prec. word and -itious and cp. surreptitious.

obscene, adj., 1) offensive; indecent; 2) disgusting.

— MF. obscene (F. obscene), fr. L. obscaenus,

obscenus, 'inauspicious, ill-boding; repulsive,

filthy, disgusting', of uncertain origin; perh.

formed fr. obs- = ob- (see ob-) and caenum, 'dirt,

filth, mud, mire', which is possibly rel. to cUnire,

'to defecate', in-quindre, 'to defile, pollute'. See

Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I, 131-32 s.v. caenum.

Cp. cienaga, inquinate.

Derivatives; obscene-ly, adv., obscene-ness, a.

obscenity, n.— F. obsceniti, fr. L. obscaenitdtem,

ace. of obscaenitds, 'inauspiciousness, fllthiness',

fr. obscaenus. See prec. word and -ity.

obscurant, n., one who obscures; specif., one who
opposes enlightenment. — F., fr. L. obscUran-

tem, ace. of obscHrdns, pres. part, of obscurdre.

See obscure, v., and -ant.

obscurant, adj., 1) obscuring; 2) pertaining to an

obscurant. — See obscurant, n.

obscurantism, n., opposition to enlightenment.—
See obscurant, n., and -ism.

obscurantist, n., an advocate of obscurantism,

an obscurant. — See obscurant, n., and -ist.

obscuration, n. —• ME., fr. L. obscHrdlio, gen.

-onis, 'a darkening, obscuring', fr. obscHrdtus,

pp. of obscurdre. See obscure, v., and -ation.

obscure, adj., dark, gloomy; not clear, indistinct,

vague; difficult to understand. — ME., fr. OF.
(= F.) obscur, fr. L. obscHrus, 'dark, dusky; in-

distinct, uncertain, unintelligible', orig. 'cover-

ed', formed fr. ob- and l.-E. base *{s)qeu-,

*{s)Qewd-, 'to cover', whence also L. scUtum,

'shield', O'H.sky, OE. sceo, OS. skio, 'cloud'. See

sky and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

the second element in chiaroscuro.

Derivatives: obscure, n., obscure, v. (q.v.), ob-

scure-ly, adv., obscure-ness, n.

obscure, tr. v. — Fr. F. obscurer, fr. L. obscurdre,

'to make dark, to darken, obscure', fr. obscHriis;

partly directly fr. obscure, adj. (q.v.)

obscurity, n. — OF. obscurite {= F. obscurite),

fr. L. obscHritdtem, ace. of obscuritds, 'dark-

ness; indistinctness, uncertainty', fr. obscurus.

See obscure, adj., and -ity.

obsecrate, tr. v., to entreat, implore {archaic) —
L. obsecrdtus, pp. of obsecrdre, 'to beseech, en-

treat (on religious grounds)', fr. ob- and sacrdre,

'to make or declare sacred', fr. sacer, 'holy,

sacred'. See sacred and verbal suff. -ate. For the

change of Latin a (in sdcer) to ^ (in ob-sScrdre)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

obsecration, n., supplication, entreaty. — L. ob-

secrdtio, gen. -dnis, 'supplication, entreaty', fr.

obsecrdtus, pp. of obsecrdre. See prec. word and
-ion.

iu6y obstreperous

obsequies, n. pi., of obsol. obsequy, funeral rites.

— ME. obsequie, obseque, fr. OF. obseque, ob-

sequie, fr. ML. obsequiae, which was influenced

in meaning by a confusion of L. obsequium,

'compliance', with exsequiae, 'funeral rites'. See

obsequious.

Derivative: obsequi-al, adj.

obsequious, adj., excessively complying; cringing;

fawning. — L. obsequidsus, 'complying, com-
plaisant', fr. obsequium, 'compliance, complai-

sance', fr.obsequi, 'to accommodate oneselfto the

will of another, to comply with, submit to' ; fr.

ob- and sequi, 'to follow'. See sequel and cp. prec.

word.

Derivatives: obsequious-ly, adv., obsequious-

ness, n.

observable, adj. — L. observdbilis, 'remarkable,

observable', fr. observdre. See observe and -able.

Derivatives: observable-ness, n., observabl-y,

adv.

observance, n.— ME. observaunce, fr. OF. (= F.)

observance, fr. L. observantia, 'attention, regard,

observance', fr. observdns, gen. -antis. See next

word and -ce.

observant, adj.— ME., fr. L. observantem, ace. of

observdns, pres. part, of observdre, 'to watch,

heed, note, observe'. See observe and -ant.

(Derivatives: observant-ly, adv., observant-ness,

n.

Observant, n., a member of a Franciscan order

called the Friars Observant.— Fr. observant, adj

.

observation, n. — Late ME. observacioun, fr. L.

observdtio, gen. -onis, 'a watching, observing;

remark, observation; precept, rule; regard,

respect', fr. observdtus, pp. of observdre. See

observe and -ion.

Derivatives: observation-al, adj., observation-al-

ly, adv.

observatory, n., a building for observing natural,

esp. astronomical, phenomena. — F. observa-

toire, fr. observer. See next word and subst.

suff. -ory.

observe, tr. and intr. v. — ME. observen, fr. OF.
(= F.) observer, fr. L. observdre, 'to watch, re-

gard', fr. ob- and servdre, 'to save, deliver, pre-

serve, protect'. See conserve.

Derivatives: observ-er, n., observ-ing, adj., ob-

serv-ing-ly, adv.

obsess, tr. v., to hunt, trouble, harass. — L. ob-

sessus, pp. of obsidere, 'to sit at, hunt, besiege',

and fr. ob- and sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: obsess-ive, adj., obsess-or, n.

obsession, n. — L. obsessid, gen. -dnis, 'siege', fr.

obsessus, pp. of obsidere, 'to besiege'. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivative: obsession-al, adj.

obsidian, n., a dark, very hard vitreous volcanic

rock {petrogr.)— L. Obsididnus lapis, 'the stone

of Obsidius*, an erroneous reading in Pliny for

Obsius lapis, 'stone of Obsius', so named after

Obslus, who discovered it in Ethiopia.

obsolescence, n. •— Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

obsolescent, adj. — L. obsolescens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of obsolescere, 'to wear out, grow

old, fall into disuse', rel. to exolescere, 'to grow

out, to grow out of use, become obsolete', and

prob. in gradational relationship to alere, 'to

nourish'; see aliment. L. obsolescere was in-

fluenced both in form and sense by solere, 'to be

accustomed', to which it is not related. (The

confusion of exolescere and obsolescere with

solere was prob. suggested by a misdivision of

exolescere into *ec-solescere. See Walde-Hof-

mann, LEW., 1, 427-428 s.v. exolescd. For the

suff. in obsolescent see -escent.

obsolete, adj. — L. obsoletus, pp. of obsolescere.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: obsolete-ly, adv., obsolete-ness, n.

obstacle, n., a hindrance, impediment. — ME.,
fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. obstdculum, 'a hindrance,

obstacle', standing for *obstd-tlom, which was

formed with instrumental suff. *-tlom fr. obstdre,

'to hinder, thwart', lit. 'to stand in the way of,

fr. ob- and stdre, 'to stand'. See state and cp.

obstetric, obstinate.

obstetric, obstetrical, adj., pertaining to midwife-

ry. — ModL. obstetricus, for L. obstelricius,

'pertaining to a midwife', fr. obstetrix, gen.

obstetricis, 'midwife', lit. 'she who stands be-

fore', fr. ob- and stdre, 'to stand'. See state and

cp. prec. word.

obstetrician, n., a physician specialized in mid-

wifery; accoucheur.— Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. obstetricia, 'midwifery', fr. obstetricus. See

prec. word.

obstetrics, n., the science of midwifery. — See

obstetric and -ics.

obstinacy, n. — ML. obstinatia, fr. L. obstindtus.

See obstinate and -cy.

obstinate, adj. — ME. obstinat, fr. L. obstindtus,

'resolute, inflexible, stubborn', pp. of obstindre,

'to set one's mind firmly on, to persist in', which

stands for *ob-stan-dre, fr. ob- and *sta-n, -n-

enlargement of I.-E. base *st -, *std-, 'to stand'.

See state and adj. suff. -ate and cp. destine. For

the change of Latin a (in *stdndre) to i (in ob-

stindre) see abigeat and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: obstinate-ly, adv., obstinate-ness, n.

obstipation, n., severe constipation. — Late L.

obstipdtio, gen. -dnis, 'close pressure', fr. ob- and

L. stipdre, 'to press together, stuff, cram'. See

stipate and -ion and cp. constipation.

obstreperous, adj., noisy, clamorous, turbulent,

unruly. —• L. obstreperus, 'clamorous", fr. ob-

strepere, 'to cry out against', fr. ob- and strepere,

'to make a noise, rattle, roar', which is of

imitative origin. Cp. L. stertdre, 'to snore', and

ON. prapt, 'chattering, garrulity", Icel. prefa,

'to quarrel', OE. prae/t, 'quarrel', which all are

imitative; see stertorous and cp. strepitous. For
E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.



obstruct

Derivatives: obstreperous-ly, adv., obstreperous-

ness, n.

obstruct, tr. v., 1) to block, bar; 2) to hinder, im-

pede.— L. obstructus, pp. of obstruere, 'to build

up, wall up; to bar, render impassable', lit. 'to

build against', fr. ob- and struere, 'to build'. See

structure and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: obstruct-er, n., obstruction (q.v.),

obstruct-ive, adj., obstruct-ive-ly, adv., obstruct-

ive-ness, n.

obstruction, n. — L. obstructio, gen. -onis, 'a

building up', fr. obstructus, pp. of obstruere. See

prec. word and -ion.

obstructionism, n., system of obstructing business,

as in Parliament. — Formed from prec. word

with suff. -ism.

obstructionist, n., one who practices obstruction,

as in Parliamentary business. — Formed fr. ob-

struction with suflf. -ist.

obstruent, adj., obstructing, causing obstruc-

tion; n., something that obstructs. — L. ob-

struens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of obstruere, 'to

build up'. See obstruct and -ent.

obtain, tr. and intr. v. — Late ME. obteinen, fr.

MF. (= F.) obtenir, fr. VL. *obtenire, which

corresponds to L. obtinere, 'to take hold of,

hold, obtain', fr. ob- and tenere, 'to hold'. See

tenable and cp. abstain and words there referred

to.

Derivatives: ohtain-able- adj., obtain-er, n., ob-

tain-ment, n.

obtected, adj., covered with a hard outer shell

(said of the pupae of certain insects) — Formed

with 1st suff. -ed fr. L. obtectus, pp. oiobtegere,

'to cover up, cover over', fr. ob- and tegere, 'to

cover'. See tegument,

obtest, v., 1) to call to witness (archaic); 2) to

beseech; to beg for. — L. obtestarJ, 'to call to

witness; to entreat, beseech, supplicate', fr. ob-

and testari, 'to bear witness', fr. testis, 'witness'.

See testament and cp. words there referred to.

obtestation, n., supplication.— L. oblestdtio, gen.

-onis, 'earnest entreaty, supplication', fr. ob-

testatus, pp. of obtestarl. See prec. word and

-ation.

obtrude, tr. v., to thrust forward; to force upon;

intr. v., to intrude. — L. obtrHdere, 'to thrust

against, push forward', fr. ob- and trOdere, 'to

thrust, push, shove', fr. I.-E. base *treud-, 'to

press, push', whence also Goth, us-priutan, 'to

vex", OE. preotan, 'to press, afflict, threaten'.

See threat, and cp. thrust. Cp. also intrude and

words there referred to.

obtruncate, tr. v., to cut the head or top from. —
L. oblruncdtus, pp. oi obtruncdre, 'to cut off, lop

off", fr. ob- and truncare, 'to cut off', fr. truncus,

'trunk". See truncate, v.

obtrusion, n. — Late L. oblrusio, gen. -onis, 'a

thrusting against", fr. L. obtrus-{um), pp. stem

of obtrudere. See obtrude and -ion and cp. in-

trusion and words there referred to.

obtrusive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

1070

obtrUsus, pp. of obtrudere. See obtrude and cp.

extrusive, intrusive, protrusive.

Derivatives: obtrusive-ly, adv., obtrusive-ness, n.

obtund, tr. v., to blunt (obsol.) — ME. obtunden,

fr. L. obtundere (pp. obtusus) 'to beat against",

fr. ob- and tundere, 'to beat'. See obtuse and cp.

retund.

obturate, tr. v., 1) to close or stop (an opening);

2) to close (the breech of a gun). — L. obturdtus,

pp. of obtHrdre, 'to stop, close', fr. ob- and L-E.

*tii-ros, 'made into a ball, compressed', fr. base

*teu-, *tu-, 'to swell, swollen', whence also tu-

mere, 'to swell', tumidus, 'swollen'. See tumid

and verbal suff. -ate.

obturation, n. — L. obtUrdtio, gen. -onis, 'a stop-

ping, closing', fr. obtHrdtus, pp. of obtHrdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

obturator, n., that which closes or stops an open-

ing; specif a device for closing the breech of a

gun.— ModL. obturator, fr. L. obturdtus, pp. of

obturdre. See obturate and agential suff. -or.

obturator foramen, a hole between the pubic and

ischial parts of the innominate bone, hipbone

(anat.)— Alteration of L.foramen obturdtdrium,

a term coined by the anatomist Loder. The name

is erroneous. It lit. means 'the obstructing hole',

which is a contradiction in itself.The name should

bcfordmen obturdtum, 'the obstructed hole'. See

Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatologia anatomica, p. 223.

For etymology see obturator and foramen,

obtuse, adj., 1) not pointed, blunt; 2) dull — L.

obtusus, 'blunted', pp. of obtundere, 'to beat

against, to blunt', fr. ob- and tundere, 'to beat,

strike, stump', which is rel. to tudes, gen. -ditis,

'hammer', and cogn. with OL tuddti, tundate,

'he thrusts", fr. L-E. base *{s)tud-, 'to beat, strike

push, thrust'. See stint and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: obtuse-ly, adv., obtuse-ness, n.

obverse, adj., turned toward the observer. — L.

obversus, pp. of obvertere, 'to turn toward', fr.

ob- and vertere, 'to turn'. See version and cp.

obvert.

Derivatives: obverse, n., obverse-ly, adv.

obversion, n., the act of obverting. — Late L. ob-

versid, gen. -onis, 'a turning toward', fr. L. ob-

versus, pp. of obvertere. See prec. word and -ion.

obvert, tr. v. — L. obvertere. See obverse,

obviate, tr. v., to prevent; to make unnecessary.

— L. obvidtus, pp. of obvidre, 'to meet; to pre-

vent, hinder', lit. 'to go toward', fr. ob- and via,

'way'. See via and cp. words there referred to.

For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

obvious, adj., clear, manifest, evident. — L. ob-

vius, 'lying in the way', hence 'at hand, obvious',

fr. ob- and via, 'way'. See via. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: obvious-ly, adv., obvious-ness, n.

obvolute, adj., overlapping; specif, used of leaves

with overlapping margins (bot.)— L. obvotOtus,

pp. of obvolvere, 'to wrap round', fr. oil- and

volvere, 'to wrap'. See volute.
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0C-, assimilated form of ob- before c.

ocarina, n., a small wind instrument with finger-

holes and a whistle mouthpiece. — It., dimin. of

oca, 'goose', fr. VL. *auca, 'goose', whence also

OProvenf . auca, OF. one, oe, F. oie, 'goose'. VL.

*auca is a contraction of *avica, back formation

of L. avicula, dimin. of avis, 'bird'. See aviary

and cp. the second element in pettitoes. For the

sense development of VL. *auca, 'goose', fr. L.

avis, 'bird', cp. Gk. Spviq (masc. ot Jem.), 'bird',

(masc.) 'cock'; (fem.) 'hen", ModGk. opvt^a,

'hen'. The instrument was called ocarina (lit. 'a

goose pipe') in allusion to its shape.

occasion, n. — Late ME. occasioun, fr. OF. (
=

F.) occasion, fr. L. occdsionem, ace. of occdsid,

'fit time, opportunity, occasion", fr. occdsus, pp.

of occidere, 'to fall down, fall', fr. ob- and cadere,

'to fair. See cadence and -ion and cp. Occident.

Derivatives: occasion-al, adj., occasionalism

(q.v.), occasion-al-ity, n., occasional-ly, adv.

occasion, tr. v.— F. occasionner, fr. occasion. See

occasion, n.

occasionalism, n., the Cartesian doctrine of oc-

casional causes (philos.)— See occasion, n., and

-ism. '

Occident, n., the west ; (cap.) the western countries.

— ME., fr. MF. (=. F), fr. L. occidentem, ace.

of occidens, 'quarter of the setting sun, the west',

prop, subst. use of pres. part, of oc-cidere, 'to

fall down, to set (said of the sun)", fr. ob- and

cadere, 'to fall' ; see cadence and -ent and cp. oc-

casion, n. For the change of Latin a (in cadere)

to i (in oc-cidere) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

occidental, adj., 1) western; 2) (cap.) pertaining to

the western countries. — F. occidental, fr. L. oc-

cidentdlis, 'western', fr. occidens, 'west'. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: Occidental, n., a native of the Oc-

cident, occidental-ly, adv.

Occidentalism, n., occidental character. — Form-

ed from prec. word with suff. -ism.

Occidentalist, n., an advocate of Occidentalism.

— See occidental and -ist.

Occidentalize, tr. v., to render Occidental. — See

occidental and -ize.

occipit-, form of occipito- before a vowel.

occipital, adj., pertaining to the occiput or the oc-

cipital bone. — ML. occipitdlis, fr. L. occiput,

gen. occipitis. See occiput and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: occipital, n., the occipital bone.

occipito-, before a vowel occipit-, combining form

meaning: 1) occiput; 2) occipital and. — Fr. L.

occiput, gen. -itis. See next word.

occiput, n., the back of the head (anat.) — L. oc-

ciput (gen. occipitis), 'the back of the head', fr.

ob- and caput, 'head'. See capital, adj., and cp.

sinciput. For the change of Latin a (in caput) to

i (in oc-ciput) see abigeat and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

occlude, tr. v., to shut in, to shut out. — L. oc-

cludere, (pp. occlusus), 'to shut up, close up', fr.

ob- and claudere, 'to shut, close'. See close, adj.

For the change of Latin au (in claudere) to h (in

oc-clddere) see accuse and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

occlusion, n., the act of occluding; the state of

being occluded. — ML. occlHsio, gen. -onis, fr.

L. occWsus, pp. of occladere. See prec. word and

-ion.

occlusive, adj., tending to occlude. — Formed

with suff. -ive fr. L. occlusus, pp. of occludere.

See occlude,

occult, adj., 1) hidden, concealed ; 2) mysterious,

mystical. — L. occultus, 'hidden, concealed, se-

cret', pp. of occulere, 'to cover up, hide, conceal',

fr. ob- and "celere, fr. I.-E. base *lcel-, 'to hide,

cover', whence also L. celdre, 'to hide'. See cell

and words there referred to and cp. esp. conceal.

Derivatives : occult, n., occultism (q.v.), occultist

(q.v.), occult-ly, adv., occult-ness, n.

occult, tr. v., to hide; specif, to hide by occulta-

tion (astron^); intr. v., to be hidden. — L. oc-

cultdre, freq. of occulere (pp. occultus), 'to hide'.

See occult, adj.

occultation, n., hiding, concealment; specif, the

concealment or eclipse of one heavenly body

behind another (astron.) — L. occultdtid, gen.

-onis, 'a hiding, concealing, concealment', fr.

occultdtus, pp. of occultdre, freq. of occulere.

See occult, v., and -ation.

occultism, n., 1) belief in occult forces; 2) the

study of occult arts.— See occult, adj., and -ism.

occultist, n., one who believes in occultism. —
A hybrid coined fr. L. occultus, 'hidden, con-

cealed, secret' (see occult, adj.), and -ist, a suff.

of Greek origin.

occupancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

occupant, n. — MF. (== F.), fr. OF., fr. L. occu-

pantem, ace. of occupdns, pres. part, of occupdre,

'to take possession of. See occupy and -ant.

occupation, n. — F. occupation, fr. L. occupdtid-

nem, ace. of occupdtid, 'a seizing, taking pos-

session of, fr. occupdtus, pp. of occupdre. See

next word and -ion.

Derivative: occupation-al, adj.

occupy, tr. v. — ME. occupien, fr. MF. (= F.)

occuper, fr. L. occupdre, 'to seize, take posses-

sion of, to possess', fr. ob- and capere, 'to catch,

seize, take hold'. See captive.

Derivative: occupi-er, n.

occur, intr. v. — MF. occurrer, fr. L. occurrere,

'to run toward, to meet; to present itself, sug-

gest itself, fr. ob- and currere, 'to run". See

ciurent, adj.

occurrence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

occurrent, adj., occurring (rare) — F., fr. L. oc-

currentem, ace. of occurrens, pres. part, of oc-

currere. See occur and -ent.

Derivative: occurrent, n., something that occurs.

ocean, n. — F. ocean, fr. L. oceanus, fr. Gk. <Jl>xe-

ovic, 'the great river encompassing the whole



earth' ; hence 'the great Outward Sea' (opposed

to the Inward or Mediterranean), which is of

uncertain etymology. Derivative: ocean-ic, adj.

Oceania, n., collective name for the Central and

Western Pacific and its islands. — See prec.

word and 1st -ia. Derivative: Oceani-an, adj.

Oceanid, n., a daughter of Oceanus; an ocean

nymph {Greek niythol.) — Gk. 'flxsavii;, gen.

'fJxsaviSo?, fr. 'fixeavoi; 'Oceanus'. See

Oceanus.

oceanography, n., that branch ofgeography which

deals with the ocean. — Formed on analogy of

geography fr. Gk. &)XEav6i;, 'ocean', and -ypa-

9ia, fr. Ypd9£iv, 'to write'. See ocean and
-graphy.

Derivatives : oceanograph-er, n. , oceanograph-ic,

oceanograph-ic-al, adjs.

Oceanus, n., 1) son of Uranus and Gaia, god of

the sea before Poseidon ; 2) the immense stream

supposed to encompass the whole earth {Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'Oxsavo?, personifica-

tion of toxEavo?, 'the great river encompassing

the whole earth'. See ocean.

ocellate, ocellated, adj., having ocelli {zool.)— L.

ocelldtus, 'having little eyes', fr. ocellus, 'little

eye'. See next word and adj. suif. -ate, resp. also

1st -ed.

ocellus, n., 1) a little eye; 2) the rudimentary eye

of certain invertebrates ; 3) an eyelike spot (as

on the feather of a peacock). — L., dimin. of

oculus, 'eye'. See ocular.

ocelot, n., a large wild cat of Central and South

America.— F., formed by the French naturalist

Comte Georges-Louis Leclerc de Buffon (1707-

1788) fr. Nahuatl ocelotl, 'jaguar'.

ocher, ochre, n., an earthy iron oxid, of light

yellow or brownish color, used as a pigment.—
Late ME., fr. F. acre, fr. Late L. ochra, fr. Gk.

dixpa, 'yellow ocher', fr. <oxp<ii;, 'pale, pale

yellow, yellow', a word of uncertain origin. Cp.

the second element in Melanochroi and in

Xantochroi. Derivatives: ocher, ochre, tr. v.,

ocher-ish, ocher-ous, ocher-y, adjs.

ochlocracy, n., government by the mob; mob
rule. — F. ochlocratie, fr. Gk. oxJ-ozpaxtS,

'mob rule', which is compounded of o/Xoi;,

'populace, mob' which is perh. rel. to oycTv

(for * roysXy), 'to carry', and cogn. with L.

rehere, 'to carry' (see vehicle), and -xparta,

'rule of, fr. xpaTo?, 'strength, power, rule'.

See -cracy.

ochlocrat, n., an advocate of ochlocracy. — See

prec. word and combining form -crat.

ochlocratie, adj., pertaining to ochlocracy.— See

ochlocracy and adj. suff. -ic.

ochre, n. — See ocher.

ochroid, adj., resembling ocher; of a pale yellow

color. — Gk. biypoziSii<;, 'like ocher, pale, pale

yellow', fr. "XP'^^i 'pale, pale yellow, yellow',

and -oeiST)?, 'like', fr. eISoi;, 'form, shape'. See

ocher and -oid.

oclmene, n., an open-chain terpene hydrocar-
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bon, Cj„Hj5, obtained from Ocimum basilicum

{chem.)— Formed fr. ModL. Ocimum (see next

word) and suff. -ene.

Ocimum, n., a genus of mites {bot.) — ModL.
Ocimum, fr. L. ocimum, 'basil', fr. Gk. mxijjlov,

'basil', which is prob. rel. to dbcivoi;, 'wild basil',

fr. I.-E. base *ak-, 'sharp' (see acrid), and is so

called from the pungent smell.

-ock, dimin. suflf. — ME. -ok, fr. OE. -oc, -uc.

o'clock. — For of the clock. See o' and clock.

ocotillo, n., a Mexican pine. — Mex. Sp., dimin.

of ocote, 'Mexican pine', fr. Nahuatl ocotl.

ocrea, n., a tubelike sheath around a stem {hot.)

— L., 'a legging, greave', prob. meaning lit.

'something sharp-edged', and rel. to ocris, 'a

rugged, stony mountain', acer, 'sharp'. See acrid

and words there referred to and cp. esp. the

second element in mediocre.

ocreate, adj., having an ocrea. — Formed fr.

prec. word with adj. suflf. -ate.

octa-, before a vowel oct-, combining form mean-

ing 'eight'. — Gk. oxxa-, oxt-, fr. oxtco,

'eight', which is cogn. with L. octo, OI. asfd,

asfdu, Goth, ahtau, OE. eahta, 'eight' ; see eight.

The a in oxxa- is due to the analogy of kuTi.,

'seven', evvla, 'nine', S^xa, 'ten'. Cp. penta-

and hexa-.

octachord, n., 1) a musical instrument with eight

strings; 2) an octave. — Gk. oxToexopSo?,

'having eight strings', compounded of 6xTa-

(see octa-) and xopSif), 'string'. See chord.

Derivative: octachord-al, adj.

octad, n., 1) a series of eight numbers {math.);

2) an atom or radical with the valency of eight

{chem.) — Gk. bv.-:a.c„ gen. 6xTaSo?, 'the

number eight', fr. oxtco. See octa- and -ad and

cp. ogdoad.

octagon, n., a plain figure with eight angles and

eight sides {geom^— L. octagonos, fr. Gk. 6xT<i-

yaMoq, 'eight-angled', which is compounded of

oxTa- (see octa-) and -ytovo?, from the stem

of Yfovia, 'angle'. See -gon.

Derivatives: octagon-al, adj., octagon-al-ly, adv.

octahedral, adj., having the form of an octahe-

dron. — See next word and adj. suff. -al.

octahedron, n., a solid figure with eight plane

faces {geom.) — Gk. oxxaeSpov, neut. of the

adjective oxTaeSpoi;, 'eight-sided', compounded
of 6x-:a- (see octa-) and eSpa, 'seat'. See -he-

dron.

octamerous, adj., consisting of eight parts in

each whorl {hot.) — Compounded of octa- and

Gk. pLspo?, 'part'. See -merous.

octameter, adj., having eight metrical feet {pros.)

— L., fr. Gk. 6xT£x[i.ETpo<;, 'having eight meas-

ures', which is compounded ofoxTa- (see octa-)

and [AETpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

octameter, n., a verse of eight metrical feet {pros.)

— See octameter, adj.

octan, adj., recurring every eighth day. — Form-
ed with suif. -an fr. L. octo, 'eight'. See octa-.

I
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octane, n., a hydrocarbon of the methane series

CgHjg {chem.) — Coined fr. oct- and -ane.

octangular, adj., having eight angles. — Formed

with suflf. -ar fr. L. octangulus, 'eight-cornered',

fr. odd, 'eight', and angulus, 'corner'. See

octa- and angle and cp. angular.

octant, n., 1) the eighth part of a circle; an angle

or arc of 45° {geom.); 2) the position of one

heavenly bodywhen it is 45° distant from another

{astroni); an instrument with an arc of 45°, used

for measuring angles {opt.) — Late L. octdns,

gen. -antis, 'the eighth part', formed on analogy

of L. quadrans (see quadrant) fr. octo, 'eight'.

See octa-.

octarchy, n., a government by eight rulers. —
Compounded of oct- and -apxia, 'rule of, fr.

i4px6?, 'leader, chief, ruler'. See -archy.

octastich, n., a stanza or poem consisting of

eight verses. — Gk. oxTauTixo?, 'of eight lines',

compounded of oxxa- (see octa-) and (jtExo";!

'row, line, rank ; verse' ; see stichic and cp. acros-

tic and words there referred to.

octastyle, adj., having eight columns in front. —
L. octastylos, fr. Gk. SxtixcttuXo?, 'having eight

columns', which is compounded of oxTa- (see

octa-) and otuXo?, 'pillar, column'. See style,

'gnomon'.

Octateuch, n., the first eight books of the Bible—
Eccles. L. octateuchus, fr. Gk. oxtixteuxo? (sell.

pipSXoi;), 'a book consisting of eight volumes',

compounded of oxTa- (see octa-) and tsuxo?,

'tool, implement', later 'book', which is rel. to

TtixEiv, 'to make, construct, fashion'. See Pen-

tateuch and cp. Hexateuch, Heptateuch.

octavalent, adj., having a valence of eight {chem.)

— A hybrid coined fr. Gk. 6xtco, 'eight' (see

octa-), and L. valens, pres. part, of \alere, 'to

have power'. See -valent.

octave, n., 1) the eight days beginning with a

feast day; 2) a stanza of eight lines; esp. the

first eight lines of a sonnet; 3) a) the interval

between the first and eighth degree of a diatonic

scale; b) the eighth full tone above or below

any note {mus.) ; 4) an organ stop — F., fr. L.

octdva(sc\\.pars), 'an eighth (part)', fern, of oc-

tdvus, 'eight', fr. octo, 'eight'. See octa- and cp.

ottava rima, utas.

Derivative: octav-al, adj.

Octavia, fem. PN. — L., fem. of Octdvius. See

next word.

Octavius, masc. PN. — L., lit. 'the eighth born',

fr. octdvus, 'eighth', fr. octo, 'eight'. See octa-

and cp. octave.

octavo, n., 1) a book in which each sheet is

folded into eight leaves or sixteen pages; 2) the

size of such a book. — Fr. L. in octavo, 'in the

eighth', fr. in, 'in', and octdvus, 'eighth'. See in,

prep., and octave.

octennial, adj., happening every eight years. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. octennium, 'a

period of eight years', fr. octo, 'eight', and an-

nus, 'year'. See octa- and annual. For the change

of Latin a (in annus) to e (in oct-ennium) see

accent and cp. words there referred to.

octet, also octette, n., 1) a group of eight; esp. the

first eight lines of a sonnet; 2) {mus.) a composi-

tion for eight instruments or eight voices. —
Formed on analogy of duet fr. L. octo, 'eight'.

See octa-.

octillion, n., 1) in the United States and France,

athou sand raised to the ninth power (i.e. 1

followed by 27 zeros) ; 2) in Great Britain and

Germany, a million raised to the eighth power

(i.e. 1 followed by 48 zeros). — F. octillion,

formed fr. L. octo, 'eight' (see octa-), on analogy

of million (q.v.) Cp. billion and words there re-

ferred to.

octo-, combining form meaning 'eight'. — Gk.

oxTM-, fr. oxTco, 'eight'. See octa-.

October, n.— L. October (mensis), lit. 'the eighth

month (of the Roman year)', fr. octo, 'eight'

;

see octa-. (The Roman year began with March;

cp. September, November, December).

octodecimo, n., 1) a book in which each sheet is

folded into eighteen leaves; 2) the size of such a

book.— Fr. L. in octodecimo, 'in the eighteenth',

fr. in, 'in', and octodecimus, 'eighteenth', fr. oc-

tddecim, 'eighteen', which is compounded of oc-

to, 'eight', and decem, 'ten'. See octa- and deci-

mal and cp. octavo.

octogenarian, adj., eighty years old; between the

years 80 and 90; n., a person eighty years old or

between the years 80 and 90. — Formed with

suflf. -an fr. L. octogendrius, 'consisting of

eighty', fr. octogent, 'eighty each", which is rel.

to octdginta, 'eighty', fr. o/td, 'eight'. See octa-.

octonal, adj., octonary.— See next word and adj.

suflf. -al.

octonary, adj., pertaining to the number eight;

consisting of eight; n., a group of eight; esp. a

stanza of eight lines (pros.) — L. octondrius,

'consisting of eight', fr. octoni, 'eight each', fr.

octo, 'eight'. See octa-.

octopod, n., any animal pertaining to the Octo-

poda. — See octopus.

Derivatives: octopod-an, octopod-ous, adjs.

Octopoda, n. pi., a suborder of mollusks {zool.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. oxtcotcou!:, gen. oxt&itvoSoi;,

'having eight feet'. See next word.

octopus, 1) {cap.) a genus of the eight-armed

Cephalopoda; 2) any member of this genus. —
ModL., fr. Gk. ox-coTtoui;, 'eight-footed', fr.

oxTto, 'eight', and iroui;, gen. ttoSo;, 'foot'. See

octo- and -pod and cp. prec. word.

octoroon, n., the offspring of a white and a qua-

droon. — Formed on analogy of quadroon fr.

L. octo, 'eight' (see octa-) ; so called in allusion

to his having one eighth negro blood.

octosyllabic, adj., having eight syllables. —
Compounded of octo- and syllabic.

octosyllable, n., a word or line of eight syllables.

— Compotmded of octo- and syllable.

octroi, n., 1) a tax levied on goods entering a

town; 2) the office where such taxes are collect-
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ed; 3) the officials collecting them. — F., prop,

'grant, concession', fr. octroyer, 'to grant, con-

cede', fr. VL. *auctdnzdre, fr. Late L. auctordre,

'to grant', fr. L. auctor, 'he that brings about,

master; one who becomes security for some-

thing'. See author and cp. authorize.

octuple, adj., eightfold.— L. octuplus, 'eightfold',

formed fr. octo, 'eight', and suff. -plus '-fold',

which is rel. to plicdre, 'to fold'. See octa- and

ply, V.

Derivative: octuple, tr. v., to multiply by

eight.

ocular, adj., pertaining to the eye or sight. — L.

ocularis, 'pertaining to the eye', fr. oculus, 'eye',

fr. l.-E. base *oq^-, 'to see', whence also Goth.

augo, OE. cage, 'eye'. See eye and cp. optic. Cp.

also ocellus, inoculate, inveigle, oeil-de-boenf,

oeillade, and the second element in monocle,

monocular, binocular, antler.

Derivatives: ocular, n., eyepiece of an optical

instrument, ocular-ly, adv.

oculist, n., a physician specializing in the treat-

ment of eye diseases; an ophthalmologist. — F.

ocutiste, formed fr. L. oculus, 'eye', with suff.

-isle. See ocular and -ist.

oculomotor, adj., moving the eyeball (anat.) —

•

Compounded of L. oculus, 'eye', and motor,

'mover'. See ocular and motor.

od, n., a hypothetical force supposed to manifest

itself in magnetism, mesmerism, etc. — G. Od,

an invented word; coined by Baron Karl von

Reichenbach (1788-1869) in 1850. Cp. odyl.

odal, n., among the early Teutonic peoples, un-

interrupted possession of land (law) — ON.
odal (whence also Swed. odal, Dan. odel), rel.

to OE. 3edele, 'noble'. See atheling and cp.

words there referred to.

odalisque, n., a female slave in an Oriental

harem. — F., fr. Turk, odalique, 'maidservant',

lit. 'chambermaid', fr. odah, 'chamber', and -lik,

a suff. expressing function. This suff. was con-

fused with the Greek suff. -isk(os), 'of the nature

of, belonging to', thus odalique became odalis-

que.

odd, adj. — ME. odde, 'odd, unique', fr. ON.
oddi, 'point of land, angle, triangle', whence

the meaning 'third number; odd number', rel.

to ON. oddr, 'point (of a weapon)', Dan. od,

'point', Swed. udd, 'point', udda, 'odd', OE. ord,

'point of a weapon; spear; source, beginning,

origin; chief, OS. ord, 'point', OFris. ord, 'point,

place', Du. oord, 'place, region, (holiday) re-

sort', OHG. ort, 'point (esp. of a weapon or a

tool), angle, edge, beginning', MHG. ort, 'point'

(esp. of a weapon or a tool'), G. Ort, 'place', fr.

Teut. base *uzda-; cogn. with Alb. ust, 'ear of

grain', Lith. us-nis, 'thistle'.

Derivatives: odd-ly, adv., oddity (q.v.), oddment

(q.v.), odd-ness, n., odds (q.v.)

oddity, n. — A hybrid coined fr. odd and -ity, a

suff. derived fr. L. -itds.

oddment, n., an odd piece, a remnant. — A hy-
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brid coined fr. odd and -ment, a suff. derived fr.

L. -mentum.

odds, n. pi., difference in favor of one as against

another, balance of advantage; advantage. —
From the adjective odd.

ode, n., 1) orig. a poem intended to be sung; 2) in

modern use, a lyric poem of exalted style. —
MF. (= F.), fr. Late L. ode, oda, fr. Gk. uSr],

contraction of aotS-yj, 'song', rel. to actSw, 'I

sing', which prob. stands for *a(u)-Ei-8to and

is rel. to avjScov [for *a (u )-7i-Swv], 'nightingale',

aiSr) (for a-uSv)
)

, 'voice, tone, sound', auSato

(for a-uSato ), 'I talk, speak', and cogn. with OI.

vddati, 'speaks, utters, sings', Lith. vadinii, vadin-

ti, 'to call, name', OSlav. vada, 'slander, calum-

ny', OHG far-wd^an, 'to deny'. Cp. Odeum and

the second element in comedy, epode, hymnode,

melody, monody, palinode, parody, psalmody,

prosody, rhapsody, terpodion, threnody, tragedy.

-ode, suff. meaning 'like, something like', as in

argyrode, geode.— Gk. -tiSv)? (masc. and /em.),

-(o8e; (neut.), 'like', formed fr. combining

vowel-o-andsISoi;, 'form, shape', hencelit. mean-

ing 'of the same form or shape'. See -oid and cp.

the second element in Aleyrodes, Campodes,

collodion, Lithodes, Lygodium, Plasmodium.

-ode, suff. meaning 'way'. — Fr. Gk. 686q, 'way,

path'. See odograph and cp. the second element

in anode, cathode.

Odeum, n., 1) a hall for musical performances in

ancient Greece and Rome ; 2) in modern use, a

concert hall.— L. odeum, fr. Gk. 4>8£Tov, 'a pub-

lic building at Athens designed for musical

performances', fr. ^ir\, 'song. See ode.

odic, adj., pertaining to an ode. — See ode and

adj. suff. -ic and cp. Gk. a)Six6q, 'fond of sing-

ing, musical'.

odic, adj., pertaining to an od. — Formed fr. od

with adj. suff. -ic.

Odin, n., the chief deity of Norse mythology. —
Dan., fr. ON. Odinn, rel. to OS. Wodan, OE.

Woden, OHG. Wuotan. See Woden and cp.

words there referred to.

odious, adj., hateful; disgusting. — ME., fr. MF.
odieus (F. odieux), fr. L. odiosus, 'hateful, offen-

sive, unpleasant', fr. odium. See odium.

Derivatives: odious-ly, adv., odious-ness, n.

odium, n., hatred, opprobrium, disgust. — L.

odium, 'hatred, offense, annoyance, disgust', rel.

to odi, odisse, 'to hate', cogn. with Arm. ateam,

'I hate', ateli, 'hateful, odious", ON. atall, OE.

atol, 'dire, horrid, loathsome', perh. also with

Gk. oSuCTaaa&ai, 'to be grieved at, be angry at'

;

fr. I.-E. base *od-, 'to hate', which is perh. orig.

identical with *od-, 'to smell'. See odor and cp.

Odysseus. Cp. also noisome, annoy.

Odobenus, n., the genus consisting of the walrus-

es (zooL)— ModL., compounded of Gk. oScov,

'tooth', and ^aiveiv, 'to walk' (see odonto- and

base, n.); so called in allusion to the use of the

tusks in walking.

Odocoileus, n., a genus including various species

I'

of deer [zool.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

oSwv, 'tooth", andxoiXoc, 'hollow'. Seeodonto-

and coelo-.

odograph, n., an instrument recording the dis-

tance traveled. — Compounded of Gk. 686?,

'way', and --{f^'^oq, fr. ypa9Eiv, 'to write'. The

first element derives fr. I.-E. base *sed-, 'to go",

whence also OSlav. chodu, 'a walking, going',

choditi, 'to walk, go',OI. d-sad-, 'to go,approach',

ut-sad, 'to step aside, disappear', L. cedere

(for *ce-zdere), 'to go, go away, yield'. Cp. -ode,

'way', and anode, cathode, Diodia, electrode,

episode, exodus, hexode, method, parodos, period,

stomodeum, synod. L-E. base "sed-, 'to go", is

identical with *sed-, 'to sit', the original sense

of the base having been 'to place (either the

seat in order to sit down, or the foot on the

ground in order to go)'. See sedentary and cp.

cede. For the second element see -graph. The

spelling odograph is prob. due to the influence

of next word (q.v.)

odometer, n., an instrument attached to the wheel

of a vehicle for measuring the distance traveled.

— Gk. 6S6[i£-pov, 'instrument for measuring

distance', compounded of 686<;, 'way', and |ji^-

xpov, 'measure'. For the first element see prec.

word, for the second see meter, 'poetical rhythm'

.

The spelling odometer is due to the influence of

F. odometre.

odont-, form of odonto- before a vowel.

-odont, combining form meaning 'tooth or teeth',

as in lophodont, conodont. — From the stem of

Gk. 6S(ov, gen. 6S6vtoi;, 'tooth'. See odonto-.

odontalgia, n., toothache (med.) — Medical L.,

compounded of odont- and Gk. -aXYiS, fr.

akvoi, 'pain'. See -algia.

Derivative: odontalg-ic, adj.

odontiasis, n., teething. — Medical L., fr. Gk.

6SovTta<n?, 'teething', formed fr. oSovtlSv, 'to

cut teeth", fr. 68<ov, gen. oSovto?, 'tooth'. See

odonto- and -iasis.

odontic, adj., pertaining to the teeth.— Gk. 68ov-

Ttx6;, fr. 68tov, gen. 686vto;, 'tooth'. See

odonto-.

odonto-, before a vowel odont-, combining form

meaning 'tooth' or 'teeth", as in odontoblast,

odontology. — Gk. oSovto-, oSovt-, fr. 68cov,

gen. oSovTos;, 'tooth', assimilated fr. *eSovT-

(cp. Aeol. ISovTE?, 'teeth'), prob. orig. a pres.

part, of L-E. base *ed-, 'to eat', and lit. meaning

'that which eats'. See tooth and cp. words there

referred to.

odontoblast, n., one of the layers of cells on the

outside of the pulp of a tooth which produce

the dentine {anat.) — Compounded of odonto-

andGk. pXatJToc, 'bud, sprout, shoot'. See-blast.

Derivative: odontoblast-ic, adj.

Odontoglossum, n., a genus of tropical American

orchids; (not cap.) any plant of this genus (hot.)

— ModL., compounded of odonto- and Gk.

yXciaaa, 'tongue'. See gloss, 'interpretation'.

odontoid, adj., toothlike. — Gk. oSovtoeiStj?,

compounded of 68(ov, gen. 686vto<;, 'tooth',

and -oeiStj?, 'like', fr. £l8oc, 'form, shape'. See

odont- and -oid and cp. dentoid.

odontolith, n., dental tartar. — Compounded of

odonto- and Gk. Xt^o?, 'stone'. See -lith.

odontology, n., the study of the teeth attd their

diseases. — Compounded of odonto- and Gk.

-Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoq, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: odontolog-ic-al, adj., odontolog-ist,

n.

odontoloxia, n., irregularity of the teeth (dent.)—
Medical L., compounded of odonto- and Gk.

Xo^o?, 'slanting'. See loxo- and 1st -ia.

odontoma, n., a tumor originating from a tooth

(med.) — Medical L., coined by the German
pathologist Rudolf Ludwig Karl Virchow

(1821-1902) fr. odont- and -oma.

odontophore, n., a ribbonlike organ of certain

mollusks covered with minute teeth. — Gk.

6S0VT096P01;, 'bearing teeth', compounded of

oSwv, gen. oSovTO?, 'tooth', and -cp6po?, 'bear-

er'. See odonto- and -phore.

Derivative: odontophor-ous, adj.

odontosis, n., dentition. — Medical L., formed

with suff. -osis fr. Gk. 68a)v, gen. 686vtoc,

'tooth'. See odonto-.

odor, odour, n. — ME. odour, fr. AF. odour, fr.

OF. odor (F. odeur), fr. L. odorem, ace. of odor,

'smell, scent, odor', which is cogn. with Gk.

8!^Ei.v, 'to smell', 6a9pa£v£CT&ai (for *6TCT-9pai-

VEO&ai, -ts- having become -s-), 'to smell, scent,

track by scent', Arm. hot, 'smell, odor' (whence

hotim, 'I smell'), Lith. uodziu, liosti, Lett, uozu,

uost, 'to smell', OCzech. jadati, 'to search, in-

quire' (lit. 'to nose, smell out'). Alb. ame (for

*odmd), 'unpleasant odor'. See olfactory and cp.

Olax, olid, redolent. Cp. also osmium and words

there referred to. Cp. also odium.

odorant, adj., emitting an odor, fragrant. — ME.
odoraunt, fr. MF. (= F.) odorant, fr. L. odoran-

tem, ace. of oddrdns, pres. part, of odordre, 'to

scent, perfume', fr. odor. See odor and -ant.

odorate, adj., scented (archaic). — L. oddrdtus,

'scented, fragrant', pp. of odordre. See prec.

word.

odoriferous, adj., emitting an odor, fragrant. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. odorifer, 'fragrant",

lit. 'bearing odor', fr. odor, 'smell, scent, odor",

and the stem offerre, 'to bear, carry". See odor

and -ferous.

Derivatives: odoriferous-ly, adv., odoriferous-

ness, n.

odorimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

intensity of odor.— A hybrid coined fr. L. odor,

'smell, scent, odor", and Gk. [jilTpov, 'measure';

see odor and meter, 'poetical rhythm'. The cor-

rect form is osmometer, fr. Gk. oapnrj, 'smell',

and [x^Tpov, 'measure'.

odorize, tr. v., to perfume. — Formed fr. L. odor

(see odor) with suff. -Ize.
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odorous, adj., emitting an odor, scented, fra-

grant.— L. odorus, 'emitting an odor, fragrant',

fr. odor. See odor. For E. -ous, as equivalent to

L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: odorous-ly, adv., odorous-ness, n.

-odus, combining form meaning '-toothed'. —
ModL., fr. Gk. -oSoii;, fr. fiSoui;, a secondary

form of oScov, gen. oSovto?, 'tooth'. See odon-

to-.

odyl, n., od. — A hybrid coined fr. od and Gk.
uXt], 'matter, material'. See -yl.

Odynerus, n., a genus of vv'asps (entomol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. oSuvi^po;, 'painful', fr. oSijvt),

'pain'. See -odynia.

-odynia, combining form denoting^a/n (in aspeci-

fied part of the body or caused by specified

circumstances), as in acrodynia, crymodynia. —
Medical L., fr. Gk. -oSuvia, fr. oSiivT), 'pain',

lit. 'that which eats or consumes', fr. I.-E. base

*ed-, 'to eat', whence also Gk. SSeiv, L. edere,

'to eat'. See eat.

Odysseus, n., king of Ithaca and one of the Greek

leaders of the Trojan war, hero of the Odyssey

;

Ulysses.— Gk. 'OS'jacEii?, 'Odysseus, Ulysses',

of uncertain origin; perh. rel. to oSuaciaaS-at,

'to be grieved at, be angry at', and cogn. with L.

odi, odisse, 'to hate'. See odium and cp. next

word. Cp. also Ulysses.

Odyssey, n., 1) the second of the Homeric epics,

describing the wanderings and adventures of

Odysseus during the ten years after the fall of

Troy ; 2) {sometimes not cap.) any long wander-

ings. — L. Odyssea, fr. Gk. 'OSutJtJEta or

'OSuaaEia, fr. 'OSutjacuc. See prec. word and

2nd -y.

oeeist, n., a colonist,— Gk. oExictttj?, 'colonizer',

from the stem of otxii^etv, 'to build a house, to

found a new settlement', fr. oTxog, 'house'. See

economy and -ist.

oeco- combining form. — See eco-.

oecology, n. — See ecology.

oecumenic, oecumenical, adjs. — See ecumenic,

ecumenical.

oecus, n., a room or hall in a house.— L., fr. Gk.
olxoi;, 'house'. See economy.

oedema, n. — See edema.

Oedipus, n., the son of Laius and Jocasta, king

and queen of Thebes, who unknowingly slew

his father and married his mother; he solved the

riddle of the Sphinx (Greek mythai.) — L., fr.

Gk. OlSiTTou?, lit. 'swell-foot', fr. olSav, 'to

swell', and tto'Ji; (gen. TcoSii; ), 'foot'. See edema
and -pod.

oeil-de-boeuf, n., a round or oval window (archit.)

— F. oeil-de-bauf, Ut. 'eye of an ox', fr. ail (fr.

L. oculus), 'eye', de, 'from, of (fr. L. de, 'from,

away from'), and boeuf (fr. L. bovem, ace. of

bos), 'ox'. See ocular, de- and beef.

oeillade, n., an amorous glance.— F. oeillade, fr.

oeil, 'eye', fr. L. oculus. See ocular and -ade.

oen-, form of oeno- before a vowel.

Oenanthe, n., a genus of plants, the water drop-

wort (pot.) — L. oenanthe, 'vine shoot, the vine;

dropwort', fr. Gk. olvdtv&Tj, of s.m., which is

compounded of el'vr), 'vine', and avS^o;, 'flow-

er'. See vine and anther.

oenanthic, adj., having the odor of wine; hence

2) oenanthic acid (C^fi^fi^), acid obtained

from oenanthic ether. •— Formed with adj. sufT.

-ic fr. L. oenanthe. See prec. word.

Oeneus, n., king of Calydon in Aetolia, father of

Clymenus, Meleager, Dejanira and Gorgo
(Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. Ohiv'jq, fr. oTvo;,

'wine'. See vine.

oeno-, before a vowel oen-, pertaining to wine.

— Gk. oEvo-, 01V-, fr. olvoi;, 'wine'. See vine

and cp. wine.

oenology, n., the study of wine. — Compounded
of oeno- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoc, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: oenolog-ical, adj., oenolog-ist, n.

oenomel, n., a beverage made of wine and honey,

drunk by the ancient Greeks (Greek antig.) —
Late L. oenomeli, fr. Gk. oiv6(/,EXi, which is

compounded of olvo;, 'wine', and (jisXt, 'honey'.

See vine and mei.

oenometer, n., an alcoholometer.—Compounded
of oeno- and Gk. (ilTpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm', and cp. vinometer.

Oenone, n., a nymph of Mount Ida, wife of

Paris (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Otvcovvj,

fr. olvo?, 'wine'. See vine.

oenophilist, n., a lover of wine. — Formed with

suff. -ist fr. oeno- and Gk. 91X&;, 'lover". See

-pliile.

Oenothera, n., a genus of plants, the evening

primrose (bot.) — L., name of a plant fr. Gk.
oh/o&rjpoLc;, a plant, the root of which smells of

wine, compounded of olvo;, 'wine", and -^Yjpav,

'to hunt after, seek'. For the first element see

vine. The second element is a derivative of S^jp a,

'hunting, chase', fr. ^p, 'wild beast'. See

therio- and cp. words there referred to.

o'er, adv. and prep. — Poetic contraction of

over.

oersted, n., the C.G.S. unit of magnetic reluc-

tance. — Named after the Danish physicist

Hans Christian Oeri/erf (1777-1851).

oesopiiageal, adj. — See esopliageal.

oesophagus, n. — See esophagus.

Oestrelata, n., a genus of petrels (ornithol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. oi<jTpT]XaTo?, 'driven by a

gadfly', compounded of olaxpoc, 'gadfly', and
verbal adj. of eXauvetv, 'to drive'. See estrus

and elastic.

oestrus, n. — See estrus.

oeuvre, n., a work; esp. a work of literature. —
F. ceuvre, 'work', fr. L. opera. See operate, opus

and cp. chef-d'oeuvre, hors d'oeuvre.

of, prep. — ME. of, 'of, off', fr. OE. of, unstress-

ed form of aef, 'of, from, away from, off', rel.

to OS., ON. of, OFris. af, of, of s.m., MLG. of,

MDu. af, ave, Du. af, 'off, down', OHG. aba^

ab, MHG. abe, ab, G. ab, 'off, from, down',

Goth, af, 'away from', cogn. with OI. dpa,

Avestic apa, 'away from', Hitt. apa, 'behind',

Gk. anro, 'away from, from', L. ab, 'away from,

from' (orig. *ap, cp. ap-erio, 'I open'). Alb.

prape (for *per-ape), 'back, again', Lith. apacia,

Lett, apaksa, 'the lower part'. Cp. off, ebb. Cp.

also ab-, apo-, post-.

of-, assimilated form of ob- before/.

off, adv., prep, and adj. — The stressed form of

of. Cp. offal, ofBng, o£Bsh, and the second ele-

ment in doff.

off, n., the offside (cricket) — Fr. off, adj.

offal, n., 1) waste parts; 2) refuse. — Lit. 'that

which falls off'; formed from off, adv., and fall,

n. Cp. Du. afval, G. Abfall.

offcast, adj. and n. — Compounded of off, adv.,

and cast.

offend, intr. and tr. v. — ME. offenden, fr. MF.
offendre, fr. L. offendere, 'to strike against, hit

upon, hurt; to stumble, commit an offense; to

find fault with, be displeased with', formed fr.

ob- and -fendere (found only in compounds), 'to

thrust, strike', fr. L-E. base *g^hen-, 'to strike'.

See defend and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: offend-ed, adj., offend-ed-ly, adv.,

offend-ed-ness, n., offend-er, n.

offense, offence, n. — ME. offense, offence, fr.

OF. (= F.) offense, fr. L. offensa, 'a striking

against; offense', prop, fem pp. of offendere.

See offend.

offensive, adj. — ML. offensivus, fr. L. offensus,

pp. of offendere. See prec. word and -ive.

Derivatives: offensive, n., offensive-ly, adv.,

offensive-ness, n.

offer, tr. and intr. v. — ME. offren, fr. earlier

offrien, fr. OE. offrian, 'to bring offering, to

sacrifice', fr. L. offerre,' to bring before, present,

offer', fr. ob- and ferre, 'to bear, carry'; see

bear, 'to carry', and cp. words there referred to.

The sense development of the English word was
influenced by F. offrir, 'to offer'. See bear,

'to carry', and cp. confer and words there

referred to.

offer, n. — ME. offre, fr. OF. (= F.) offre, verbal

n. fr. offrir, 'to offer', fr. VL. *offerlre, which

corresponds to L. offerre. See offer, v.

offering, n. — ME. offring, offering, fr. OE. off-

rung, 'offering', verbal n. fr. offrian, 'to offer'.

See offer, v., and subst. suff. -ing.

offertory, n., that part of the mass at which offer-

ings are made; the offerings themselves. —
Eccles L. offertorium, 'place to which offerings

were brought', fr. VL. offertus (corresponding

to L. obldtus), pp. of L. offerre. See offer and

subst. suff. -ory.

Derivative: offertori-al, adj.

office, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. officium,

'service' (in Eccles. L., 'church service'), which

stands for *opi-faciom, lit. 'work-doing', fr.

ops, gen. opis, 'power, might, abundance, means,

wealth, treasure', and the stem oi facere, 'to

make, do'. (Cp. L. opi-fex, 'workman, artist',

lit. 'one who does a work', which is compounded
of the same two elements.) The first element is

rel. to h.opus, 'work, labor, exertion; see opus.

For the second element see fact. Cp. officinal,

usine. For the change of Latin d (in facere) to /

(in of-ficium) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

officer, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) officier, fr. ML.
officidrius, fr. L. officium. See prec. word and
agential sufi". -er.

Derivative: officer, tr. v.

official, adj. — ME., fr. OF. official (¥. officiel),

fr. Late L. officidlis, 'pertaining to an office or

service', fr. L. officium. See office and adj. suff.

-al.

Derivatives: official, n., official-ism, n., official-

ist, n., official-ize, tr. v., official-ly, adv.

officiant, n., an officiating priest or minister. —
ML. officidns, gen. -antis, pres. part, oiofficidre.

See officiate and -ant.

officiary, adj., pertaining to, or connected with,

the holding of an office. — ML. officidrius, fr.

L. officium. See office and adj. suff. -ary.

officiate, intr. v., to perform a duty; esp. to per-

form the duties of a priest.— ML. officidt-(um),

pp. stem oiofficidre, 'to perform divine service',

fr. L. officium. See office and verbal suff. -ate.

officinal, adj., kept in stock by a druggist.— ML.
officinalis, 'belonging to a workshop', fr. L.

officina, 'workshop', which stands for *opificina,

fr.opifex, gen. opificis, 'workman'. Seeoffice, suff.

-ine (representing L. -inus) and adj. suff. -al.

officious, adj., 1) friendly, obliging (archaic); 2)

meddlesome, interfering; 3) unofficial, informal

(diplomacy). — L. officidsus, 'dutiful, complai-

sant, obliging', fr. officium. See office and -ous.

Derivatives: officious-ly, adv., officious-ness, n.

offing, n., the distant part of the sea, as far as it

can be seen from the shore. — Formed fr. off,

adv., and subst. suff. -ing.

offish, adj., inclined to be aloof. — Formed fr.

off, adv., and adj. suff. -ish.

Derivatives: offish-ly, adv., offish-ness, n.

offprint, n., a separate reprint of an article. —
Coined by Skeat fr. off and print, as loan trans-

lation of G. Separatabdruck.

Derivative: offprint, tr. v., to reprint separately.

offset, n., that which sets off; an offshoot. —
Compounded of off, adv., and set, n.

Derivative: offset, tr. and intr. v.

offshoot, n.— Compounded of off, adj., and shoot.

offspring, n. — ME. ofspring, fr. OE. ofspring, fr.

of, 'of, off', and springan, 'to spring'. See of and
spring, v.

oft, adv., often (archaic or poet.) — ME., fr. OE.
oft, rel. to OS. oft, ofto, OFris. ofta, Dan. ofte,

Swed. ofta, OHG. ofto, MHG. ofte, oft, G. oft,

ON. opt, Goth, ufta, 'often' ; of uncertain origin.

often, adv. — ME. ofte, often, extended fr. oft.

See oft

ogam, os^ham, ogum, n., ancient Irish form of



ogdoad

writing. — Ir. ogham, it. Olr. ogam, ogum, gen-

erally derived fr. Ogma Mac Eladan, the legen-

dary inventor of this sytem of writing.

Derivative: ogam-ic, ogham-ic, ogum-ic, adj.

ogdoad, n., 1) the number eight; 2) a group of

eight. — Late L. ogdoas, gen. -adis, fr. Gk.

oySoAi;, gen. -aSo?, 'the number eight', fr.

oySoo?, eighth', fr. oxtw, 'eight'. See octa- and

suflf. -ad and cp. octad.

ogee, n., 1) a molding having an S-shaped curve;

2) an S-shaped curve. — F. ogive. See ogive,

ogival, adj., having the form of an ogive. — See

next word and adj. suff. -al.

ogive, n., 1) the diagonal rib of a Gothic vault; 2)

a pointed or Gothic arch. — F. ogive, earlier

also spelled augive; of uncertain origin. Cp.

ogee,

ogle, intr. v., 1) to keep looking amorously; 2) tr.

v., to look at amorously.— Of LG. origin. Cp.

LG. oegeln, freq. of oegen, 'to look at', rel. to

Du. ogen, 'to look at', fr. oog, 'eye'. See eye.

Derivatives: ogle, n., ogl-er, n.

Ogpu, n., formerly, the secret service of Soviet

Russia. — Russ., formed from the initials of

Objedinionnoje Gosudarstvemoje Politicheskoje

Vpravlenie (United Government Political Ad-

ministration).

ogre, n., 1) a man-eating giant; a hideous or

cruel man. — P., first used by Perrault in his

fairy stories, 1697; in English it appears first

(spelled hogre) in a translation of a French

version of the Arabian Nights; fr. Byzantine

Ogur, 'Hungarian'. The sense development is

due to a confusion of the Hungarians with the

Huns and the Tartars. See Wiener in Anglia,

XXIII, 107, and Meyer-Liibke, Romanisches

etymologisches Worterbuch, p. 446, No. 6048.

Cp. Ugrian.

Derivatives: ogre-ish, adj., ogr-ess, n.

Ogygian, adj., primeval, prehistoric. — Lit. 'per-

taining to Ogygius', fr.L. Ogygius, fr. Gk.

'fly^Yio;, fr. Q'{uyr,c„ name of a mythical king

of Attica. For the ending see suff. -ian.

oh, interj. — Of imitative origin. Cp. O.

ohm, n., the unit of electrical resistance. — G.

Ohm, from the name of the German physicist

Georg Simon Ohm (1787-1854).

Derivatives: ohmage (q.v.), ohm-ic, adj.

ohmage, n., electrical resistance expressed in

ohms. — Formed fr. ohm with suff. -age.

ohmic, adj., 1) of an ohm; 2) measured in ohms.

— Formed fr. ohm with adj. suflf. -ic.

ohm-meter, n., an instrument for measuring elec-

trical resistance. — Formed fr. ohm and -meter,

oho, interi- — Compounded of the interjections

O and ho.

-oic, a «uff. used to form names of acid, as in

caproic (chem.) — From the ending of benzoic.

-Old, adj. suflf. meaning 'like, resembling'. The ad-

jectives so formed are often used substantively

in the sense 'something resembling'. — Gk.

-oeiS-^?, for-o-eiST)?, formed fr. -o-, stem vow-

el belonging to the preceding element, and

-et8Y]C, 'like' (cp. e.g. SaxTuXo-siS-o?, 'finger-

like', and see dactyloid), lit. 'having the form of,

fr. cISo?, 'form, shape', which stands for*f£i-

So?, and lit. means 'that which is seen", fr. I.-E.

base *weid-, *woid-, *wit-, 'to see; to know',

whence also Gk. tSetv (for *fi8£tv), 'to see',

olSa (for *foi8a), 'I know'. See -o- and idea

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also -ode,

'like'. Cp. also the second element in eollidine,

iodine, Ixodidae.

-oidal, suff. forming adjectives from nouns end-

ing in -oid. — Compounded of the prec. suff.

and adj. suff. -al.

Oidium, n., a form genus of imperfect fungi (bat.)

— ModL., dimin. formed fr. Gk. oiov, 'egg'.

See 00-.

oil, n. — ME. olie, oile, fr. OF. oile (F. huile), fr.

L. oleum, fr. Gk. SXaiov (fr. *E/.aifov), 'olive

tree', which, together with Arm. euV, is prob.

of Aegean (most likely Cretan) origin. OB. eele,

OS. oli, OFris. and Du. olie, OHG. olei, oli

(whence MHG. die, 61, G. 01), 'oil', are loan

words fr. L. oleum. Cp. ole, oleagineous, olive

and elaio-. Cp. also the second element in anele,

carbolic, lanolin, linoleum, rhigolene.

Derivatives: oil, tr. v., oil-er, n., oil-y, adj., oil-i-

ly, adv., oil-i-ness, n.

ointment, n. — ME. oinement, oynement, fr. OF.

oignement, fr. "VL. *unguimentum, for L. unguen-

tum. (The first / in E. ointment is due to an as-

sociation with the obsol. verb aim, 'to anoint").

See unguent.

Oireachtas, n., the legislature of the Irish Free

State. — Ir., 'assembly'.

O.K. or OK., all right, correct. — Prob. fr.

Choctaw okeh, 'it is so'.

Derivative: O.K., tr. v., to approve.

oka, n., a weight used in Turkey. — Turk, oqah,

fr. Arab. ukiyJ', fr. Gk. ouyyii, ouyxia, fr.

L. uncia. See ounce, a weight.

okapi, n., a Central African animal related to the

giraffes, but with a short neck (zool.) — Native

African name.

okenite, n., a hydrous calcium silicate (mineral.)

— Named after the German naturalist Lorenz

Oy<f« (1779-1851). Forthe ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

okra, n., a tall plant, native in Africa, and culti-

vated in the United States and the West Indies,

Abelmoschus esculentus. — Fr. W. Afncan

nkruman.

-ol, suff. denoting an alcohol or phenol (chem)—
Fr. alcohol.

-ol, a var. of the chem. suff. -ole.

Olacaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Olax with suff. -aceae.

Olaf, mas. FN. — ON. An-leifr, a compound lit.

meaning 'ancestor's relic'. The first element is

rel. to OHG. ano, 'ancestor'; see anile. The sec-

ond element is rel. to OE. ISfan, 'to leave' ;
see

leave.

1U/V oleograph

Clam Habba, also Olam Haba, the world to come
(Jewish Religion). — Heb. 'olam habha', 'the

world to come, the future world'. Heb. 'oldm

means 'long duration; antiquity, ancient time;

uninterrupted future, eternity', in Mishnaic
Hebrew also 'world'. It is rel. to Aram, 'aldm,

'al ma, 'eternity ; world' (whence prob. Ethiop.

'alam, 'eternity; world'), Arab, 'alam, 'world'.

According to Gesenius, Konig and others, these

words lit. mean 'hidden, unknown time', and
derive fr. Sem. base ''-l-m, 'to hide'. Heb. habbd\
'the coming or future one', is formed from the

def. article ha-, 'the', and ba\ part, of bo' (stem

b-w-), 'to come', which is rel. to Arab, bd'a, 'he

returned', Akkad. 6a'«, 'to come'. Cp. Ahabath
Olam.

Olax, n., a genus of evergreen plants (bot.) —
ModL. Olax, fr. Late L. olax, gen. oldcis,

'smelling, odorous', fr. olere, 'to smell'. See

odor and cp. olfactory.

old, adj. — ME. aid, old, fr. OE. aid, eald, rel. to

OS. aid, OFris. aid, old, Du. oud, OHG., MHG.,
G. alt (for I.-E. *al-td-), Goth, alpeis (for l.-E.

*dl-tyo-) 'old'; pp. formation orig. meaning
'nourished, grown up', from the Teut. verb rep-

resented by Goth, alan, 'to grow up', ON. ala,

'to bring up, nourish', OE. alan, 'to nourish', fr.

I.-E. base *al-, 'to grow, nourish', whence also

Gk. av-aA-To;, 'not to be filled, insatiable', L.

alere, 'to nourish', alius, 'high' (prop. pp. of

alere, hence orig. meaning 'nourished, grown
up', and corresponding exactly to OE. aid, etc.),

almus, 'fostering', ad-olescere, 'to grow up', Olr.

alim, 'I nourish', Toch. A alym, 'life, spirit'.

Enlarged with -d- or -rfA-formative element, the

same base appears in Ol. idd, 'refreshment', Gk.
ocXSy), 'growth', aXSatveiv 'to cause to grow',
dASrjaxELV, 'to grow; to cause to grow' (base

*al-d-), Ol. rdhnoti, 'thrives, prospers', Gk.
aX&atvEiv, 'to heal' (base *al-dh-). Cp. auld,

alderman, eld, cider, 'older', the first element in

Eldred and the second element in world. Cp. also

abolish, adolescent, adult, aliment, alimony. Al-

ma Mater, alt. Althaea, altitude, alto, altissimo,

alto-relievo, alumnus, coalesce, enhance, exalt,

hautboy, hauteur, hawser, oboe, obsolete, proles,

proletary, rialto, soboles. For other Teut. ad-

jectives formed from past participles see cold,

dead, loud, sad.

Derivatives: old, n., olden (q.v.), old-ish, adj.,

oldster (q.v.)

olden, adj. — ME., fr. old. See old and adj. suff.

-en.

olden, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. old with
verbal suff. -en.

oldhamite, n., a calcium sulfide. — Named after

the Irish geologist Thomas Oldham (1816-78).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

oldster, n., an old person (colloq.) — Formed fr.

old on analogy of youngster. See -ster.

-ole, also -ol, a suff. used in chemistry to denote

1) a close-chained compound having five mem-

bers as in pyrrole; 2) certain aldehydes and
ethers. — Fr. L. oleum, 'oil'. See oil.

-ole, dimin. suff. — Fr. F. -ole, or directly fr. L.

-olus (masc), -ola (fem.), -olum (neut.), fr. orig.

*-elo, which is cogn. with Ol. -ald-h (cp. Ol.
vrsaldft, 'male'), Gk. -uXo? (cp. Gk. dtpxTuXo?,

'a bear whelp', fr. ocpzTo?, 'bear'), OSlav. -eli

(cp. OSlav. pleveli, 'weed'), Lith. -elis (cp. Lith.

parselis, 'a little pig'). L. suff. -olus, -a, -um, is

used only after vowels (cp. e.g. L. petiolus, 'a

little foot'). After consonants the form of this

dimin. suff. is -ulus; see -ule.

Olea, n., a genus of plants, the true olive. — L.
olea, 'olive tree, olive'. See olive.

Oleaceae, n. pi., the olive family (bot.) — ModL.,
formed fr. Olea with suff. -aceae.

oleaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

oleaginous, adj., oily, greasy. — F. oleagineux
(fem. oleagineuse), fr. L. oleaginus, 'belonging to
the olive', fr. olea, 'olive'. See oil and cp. Olea,
olive. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Derivative: oleaginous-ness, n.

oleander, n., an evergreen Mediterranean shrub,
the rose bay.— ML. (whence also F. oleandre),

fr. Late L. lorandrum, which was formed fr. L.

rhododendron (through the intermediate forum
rodandrum). See rhododendron.

oleaster, n., a S. European shrub resembling the
wild olive, Elaeagnus angustifolia. — L., 'wild

olive", formed with the pejorative suff. -aster fr.

olea, 'olive tree'. See Olea.

oleate, n., a salt of oleic acid (chem.) — Formed
with chem. suff. -ate fr. L. oleum, 'oil'. See oil.

olecranon, n., point of the elbow (anat.) — Med-
ical L., fr. Gk. (oXexpavov, shortened fr. toXe-

voxpavov, for (oXevt;? xpavtov, 'head of the
elbow'. The first element is cogn. with L. ulna,

'elbow', Goth, aleina, OE. eln, 'ell'; see ell. For
the second element sec cranium.

olefiant, adj., forming oil (chem.) — F. olefiant

(in gaz olefiant, lit. 'oil-making gas'), coined by
the Dutch chemists Deimann, Troostwyck,
Bondt and Lauwerenburgh in 1794 fr. ole- (fr.

L. oleum, 'oil") and -fiant (fr. L. -ficantem, ace.

of -ficdns, pres. part, of -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to

make, do'). See oil and -fy.

olefine, olefin, n., any of a series of hydrocarbons,
containing one double bond (chem.)— Formed
from prec. word with chem. suff. -ine, -in.

oleic, adj., pertaining to, or contained in, oil. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. L. oleum, 'oil'. See
oil and cp. olive.

olein, n., a liquid glyceride of oleic acid (chem.)—
Coined by its discoverer, the French chemist
Michel-Eugene Chevreul (1786-1889), fr. L.
oleum, 'oil' (see oil), and suff. -in. Cp. acrolein.

oleo-, a combining form meaning oil, oleic or
olein. — Fr. L. oleum, 'oil'. See oil.

oleograph, n., a chromolithograph imitating an
oil painting. — A hybrid coined fr. L. oleum,
'oil', and Gk. -ypaipo?, fr. ypAifci-v, 'to write'
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(see oil and -graph). The correct form is elaeo-

graph, fr. Gk. IXaiov, 'oil', and -Ypa90(:.

Derivatives: oleograph-ic, adj., oleograph-y, n.

oleomargarine, n., margarine.— Compounded of

oleo- and margarine.

oleometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

specific gravity of oils. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

oleum, 'oil', and Gk. (jLSTpov, 'measure' (see oil

and meter, 'poetical rhythm'). The correct form

is elaeometer, fr. Gk. SXatov, 'oil', and ^ETpov,

'measure'.

oleoresin, n., a solution of a resin in an essential

oil. — Compounded of oleo- and resin.

oleraceous, adj., of the nature of potherbs. — L.

holeraceus, olerdceus, 'resembling vegetables',

fr. holus, olus, gen. hoteris, oleris, 'kitchen herbs,

vegetables, cabbage, colewort', fr. OL. helus, of

s.m., which is rel. to L. helvus, 'light bay'. See

yellow and cp. olitory. For the ending see suff.

-aceous.

Olethreutidae, n. pi., a family of small moths

(entomol.) — ModL., lit. 'destroyers', formed

with suff. -idae fr. Olethreutes, the type genus,

fr. Gk. oXsQ-peiJEiv, 'to slay, destroy', fr. oXe-

ftpoc, 'destruction, ruin', which is rel. to oXXiieiv,

'to destroy'. Cp. ApoUyon and the second ele-

ment in AzoUa.

olfaction, n., 1) the act of smeUing; 2) the sense of

smell. — Formed with suflf. -ion fr. L. olfactus,

pp. of olfacere, 'to smell'. See next word and

-ion.

olfactory, adj., pertaining to the sense of smell.—
Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L. olfactus, pp. of

olfacere, 'to smell, scent; to cause to smell at',

which is compounded of ol-ere, 'to smell', and

facere, 'to make, do'. The first element stands

for *od-ere and is rel. to odor, 'smell, scent,

odor' ; see odor. For the second element see fact,

for the ending see adj. suff. -ory. The change of

-d- to -/- in olere is prob. due to the influence of

L. oleum, 'oil'. Cp. Olax, olid, redolent.

Olga, fem. PN. — Russ., prob. fr. Norse helga,

'holy'. See lioly.

olibanum, n., frankincense. — ML., fr. L. libanus

(Vulgate), fr. Gk. Xt^avo?, fr. Heb. fbhond^,

'frankincense', lit. 'the white one', fr. Idbhdn,

'white'. See leban.

-olic, a suff. used to name certain acids, as tetrolic

(chem.) — Compounded of the suffixes -ol (for

alcohol) and adj. suff. -ic.

olid, adj., stinking, — L. olidus, 'smelling, stink-

ing, rank', fr. olere, 'to smell'. See olfactory and

-id (representing L. -idus).

olig-, form of oligo- before a vowel.

oligarch, n., member of an oligarchy. — Gk.

bXiyi.pyr<<i, fr. 6Xivo<;, 'small, little, few', and

-ap/Tj;, 'leader, chief, ruler'. See oligo- and

-arch,

oligarchic, oligarchical, adj., pertaining to an

oligarchy. — Gk. 6XiYapxi>t6<;, fr. okiyapxnz-

See oligarchy and adj. suff. -ic.

oligarchy, n., rule or government by a few per-

sons. — Gk. fiXiyapxia, 'government by a few

persons', fr. oXiyapxYj;. See oligarch and -y

(representing Gk. -la).

oligo-, before a vowel olig-, combining form

meaning 'few'. — Gk. oXiyo-, oXiy-, fr. dXtyo?,

'small, little, few', of uncertain etymology; perh.

rel. to 'Koiy&Q, 'ruin, destruction, death', and

cogn. with Alb. I'ik, 'evil, thin, lean', Lith. ligd,

'illness'. Cp. loimic.

Oligocene, adj., pertaining to the Tertiary period

between the Eocene and Miocene (geol.) —
Compounded of oligo- and Gk. v.a.vi6q, 'new'.

See kainite.

Oligochaeta, n. , pi. , an order of chaetopod worms

(zool.)— ModL., compounded ofoligo- and Gk.

/aiTY), 'long flowing hair, mane'. See chaeto-.

oligochaetous, adj. — See prec. word and -ous.

ollgoclase, n., a kind of feldspar {mineral.) —
Compounded of oligo- and Gk. xXaci;, 'frac-

ture', fr. xXav, 'to break'. See clastic and cp.

words there referred to.

oligocythemia, oligcythaemia, n., a form of ane-

mia in which there is a deficiency of red cor-

puscles in the blood {med.)— Medical L., com-

pounded of oligo-, Gk. xuTo?, 'a hollow vessel',

and alpia, 'blood'. See -cyte and -hernia.

oliguria, n., scantiness of urine secreted (med.) —
Medical L., compounded of olig- and Gk.

o5pov, 'urine'. See -uria.

olio, n., 1) an oUa podrida; 2) a medley, miscel-

lany. —Sp olla, 'earthen pot', pronounced oPa,

fr. VL. olla, 'pot', fr. L. aulla, which stands for

*auxld (cp. the dimin. auxilla, 'small pot'), and

is cogn. with Goth, auhns (for *uq"nos), OE.

ofen, 'oven', orig. 'firepot'. See oven and cp. oUa

podrida.

oliphant, n., 1) an elephant (obsol.) ; 2) a medieval

horn made of ivory (o6io/.)— F. olifant, fr. OF.

See elephant.

olitory, adj., 1) pertaining to a kitchen garden; 2)

producing potherbs. — L. olitdrius, holitorius,

fr. olitor, holitor, 'kitchen gardener', from the

stem of olus, holus, gen. oleris, holeris, 'kitchen

herbs, vegetables, cabbage, colewort'. See ole-

raceous and adj. suff. -ory.

Oliva, n., a genus of marine univalve moUusks

(zool.) — L. oliva, 'olive'. See olive,

olivaceous, adj., resembling the olive; olive green.

— ModL. olivdceus, fr. L. oliva. See olive and

-aceous.

olivary, adj., 1) shaped like an olive; 2) relating

to either of the two oval bodies protruding from

the medulla oblongata (anat.) — L. olivdrius,

'pertaining to olives', fr. oliva. See next word

and adj. suff. -ary.

oUvc, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) olive, fr. L. oliva,

'olive, olive tree', fr. Gk. IXata (for *EXaifa),

'olive tree'. See oil and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also olivet, Olivia, olivine.

Derivative: olive, adj.

Oliver, I) masc. PN. ; 2) one of Charlemagne's 12

peers and a friend of Roland. — F. Olivier, fr.
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MLG. Alfihar, lit. 'elf-host', fr. alf, 'elf, and
hari, 'host, army'. Cp. the OE. PN. ^Ifhere,
which is of the same meaning and origin, and
see elf and harry. F. Olivier was influenced in

form by OF. olivier, 'olive tree'.

Oliver, n., a small tilt hammer. — Prob. from the

PN. Oliver.

olivet, n., olive yard. — L. olivetum, 'olive yard',

formed fr. oliva, 'olive tree', with -etum, a suff.

used to form names of gardens and woods. Cp.
L. arbor-etum, 'a place grown with trees',

querqu-etum, 'oak forest', palm-etum, 'palm
forest'. See olive.

olivet, n., imitation pearl — F. olivette, dimin.

formed fr. olive. See olive and -et, -ette.

Olivia, also Olive, fem. PN. — It. Olivia, fr. L.

oliva, 'olive'. See olive.

olivine, n., an olive green chrysolite (mineral.) —
G. Olivin, formed fr. L. oliva, 'olive', with suff.

-in, '-ine'. See olive and -ine (representing L.

-inus).

olla podrida, 1) a dish consisting of various meats
and vegetables; 2) a medley, miscellany— Sp.,

lit. 'rotten pot'. See olio and putrid and cp.

potpourri.

ology, n., any branch of knowledge; science (col-

loq.) — Prop, subst. use of -ology, fr. Gk.
-oXoyta, a suff. formed fr. -o-, stem vowel be-

longing to the preceding element, and -Xoyia,

fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-
ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

-o- and -logy.

oipe, n., a leathern oil flask used in the palaestra

(Greek archaeol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. oXtit), 'a

leathern oil flask', which is rel. to zXtzoc,, 'fat,

oil', fr. I.-E. *selp-, whence also OI. sarplg-,

'melted butter', OE. sealf, 'salve'. See salve,

'ointment for wounds'.

Olympiad, n., a period of four years, reckoned

from one celebration of the Olympic games to

the next; used by the ancient Greeks in com-
puting time.— F. olympiade, fr. L. Olympiadem,
gen. Olympiadis, fr. Gk. 'OXupiTtia?, gen.

'OXuji7ti(i8oi;, fr. '0Xu(i,7iia (scil.X"pa), a dis-

trict in Elis in ancient Greece, where the Olympic
games were held, prop. fem. of the adj. 'OXijfi-

TTioi;, 'Olympian'. See next word and -ad.

Olympian, adj., 1) pertaining to Mount Olympus
in Macedonia; 2) heavenly; godlike; 3) per-

taining to Olympia in Elis in ancient Greece,

where the Olympian games were held ; 4) desig-

nating the Olympian games. — Late L. Olym-
pianus, Olympius, fr. Gk. 'OXu|i7iio<;, 'pertain-

ing to Olympus or Olympia', fr. "OXu(x7roi;. See

Olympus and cp. Olympic.

Olympian, n., 1) an inhabitant of Olympus; esp.

any of the twelve great gods who were supposed
to live on Mount Olympus ; 2) an inhabitant of
Olympia. — Fr. prec. word.

Olympic, adj., the same as Olympian. — Gk.
*0Xu(XTrix6<;, fr. "OXujiTtoc, 'Olympus'. See next

word and -k.

Olympus, n., a mountain in Macedonia, the

fabled dwelling place of the twelve great gods of
ancient Greece.— L., fr. Gk. "OXufxTTOi;, which
is of unknown etymology.

om-, form of omo- before a vowel.

-oma, suff. meaning 'mor'jfi growth, tumor', as

in lymphoma, sarcoma (med.)— Gk. -M(ta, gen.
-a>(i,aTo;, a suff. formed fr. -to-, lengthened
stem vowel of verbs ending in -oOv (passive
-oOaSat) and -(xa, termination of neut. nouns
of the third declension; see -ma.

omadhaun, n., a fool, simpleton. — Ir. amaddn.
omasitis, n., inflammation of the omasum (merf.)— Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. L.
omasum. See next word.

omasum, n., the third stomach of a ruminant
animal (200/.) — L. omasum, 'bullock's tripe',

prob. of Gaulish origin. Cp. abomasum.
omber, ombre, n., a card game. — F. hombre, fr.

Sp. hombre, 'man', fr. L. hominem, ace. of homo,
'man'. See human and cp. words there referred

to.

ombro-, combining form meaning 'rain'. — Gk.
ofippo-, fr. ouPpo?, 'rain', cogn. with Ol.

abhrdm, 'cloud, atmosphere'. See imbricate.

ombrograph, n., a rain gauge.— Compounded of
ombro- and Gk.-ypa<po?, fr. ypacpciv, 'to write'.

See -graph.

ombrology, n., that branch of meteorology which
deals with rain. — Compounded of ombro- and
Gk. -Xoyla, fr. -Xiyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a
certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

ombrometer, n., a rain gauge.— Compounded of
ombro- and Gk. [xirpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

omega, n., the twenty-fourth and last letter of the
Greek alphabet. — Gk. ojjxlya, 'the great (i.e.

long) o\ Cp. omicron.

omelet, omelette, n., eggs beaten up, seasoned and
fried. — F. omelette, fr. earlier amelette, meta-
thesized fr. *alemette, a secondary form for alu-

mette. This latter arose—through substitution

of suffix—fr. alumelle, a word derived fr. OF.
lemelle, fr. L. lamella, 'a small thin plate of
metal'; see lamella. Because of its flattened

shape, the omelet has been compared to a thin

plate.

omen, n., augury; foreboding. — L. omen, fr.

earlier osmen, of uncertain origin; perh. stand-

ing for *ovis-men and cogn. with Gk. oto(/ai,

Epic 6tojj.a[ (for *6ft(jio(i,stt), 'I suppose,
think, believe'. Cp. ominous, abominable, abom-
inate.

Derivative: omen, tr. v.

oment-, form of omento- before a vowel.
omental, adj., pertaining to the omentum.
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. omentum. See
omentum.

omento-, before a vowel oment-, combining form
denoting the omentum. See next word.

omentum, n., a fold of the peritoneum enclosing
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the intestines (anat.) — L. omentum, 'the fat-

skin, adipose, the membrane that encloses the

bowels', contraction of *o^i-mentom, from the

same base as the second element in L. ind-uere,

'to put on, pull on', ex-uere, 'to pull off, strip

off'. See exuviae.

Derivative: oment-al, adj.

omer, n., a Hebrew measure, the tenth part of an

ephah (see Ex. 16:36). — Heb. 'omer. Cp.

gomer, 'a measure'.

omicron, omikron, n., the fifteenth letter of the

Greek alphabet. — Gk. 3 [j.txp6v, 'small (i.e.

short) o'. Cp. omega.

ominous, adj. — L. ominosus, 'full of foreboding,

portentous, ominous', fr. omen, gen. ominis. See

omen and -ous.

Derivatives: ominous-ly, adv., ominous-ness, n.

omissible, adj. — Formed with suff. -ible fr. L.

omissus, pp. of omittere. See omit.

Derivative: omissibil-ity, n.

omission, n. — ME. omissioun, fr. Late L.

omissio, gen. -onis, 'an omitting', fr, L. omissus,

pp. of omittere. See omit and -ion.

emissive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

omissus, pp. of omittere. See omit and -Ive.

omit, tr. v. — ME. omitten, fr. L. omittere, 'to let

go, give up, dismiss, neglect', fr. o- (for ob, see

ob-) and mittere, 'to cause to go, to send'. See

mission.

Derivative: omitt-er, n.

omitis, n., inflammation of the shoulder (med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk. (oixo?,

'shoulder'. See omo-, 'shoulder'.

omlah, n. pi., the native officials of a civil court in

India. — Hind, amlah, fr. Arab. 'uma!d\

'workers, agents, officials', pi. of 'dmil, partic. of

'dmila, 'he worked, labored, made'. See aumil.

omma-, combining form meaning 'eye' ; used esp.

in terms of entomology. — Fr. Gk. o[X|j.a,

'eye', which is rel. to oti*, gen. ov:6q, 'eye, face',

6<\iiQ, 'sight'. See optic and -ma.

Ommastrephes, n., a genus of cephalopods (zool.)

— ModL., lit. 'turning the eyes', compounded

of omma- and the stem of tiTp^9eiv, 'to turn'.

See strophe.

Ommiad, n., any of a dynasty of Mohammedan
caliphs who ruled in Damascus from 661 to 750

C.E. and in southern Spain from 756 to 1031

C.E. — Fr. Umayya (in vulgar pronunciation

Omayya), great-grandfather of the first caliph

in this dynasty. For the ending see suff. -ad.

omni-, combining form meaning 'all'. — L.

omni-, fr. omnis, 'all, every' ; of uncertain origin.

omnibus, n., a public vehicle. — F., short for voi-

ture omnibus (introduced by Lafiitte in Paris in

1820), lit. 'a vehicle for all', fr. I,, omnibus, 'for

air, dat. pi. fr. omnis. See prec. word and cp.

bus.

omnifarious, adj., of all kinds, of all subjects. —
L. omnifdrius, 'of all kinds', compounded of

omnis, 'all, every', and -fdrius, '-fold'. For the first

element see onmi-, for the second see bifarious.

Derivatives: omnifarious-ly, adv., omnifarious-

ness, n.

omnific, adj., all-creating.— ML. omnificus, com-

pounded of L. omnis, 'all, every', and -ficus, from

the stem of-ficere, unstressed form offacere, 'to

make, do'. See omni- and -fie.

omnipotence, n., quality of being omnipotent. —
Late L. omnipotentia, 'almighty power', fr. L.

omnipotens, gen. -entis. See next word and

-ce.

omnipotent, adj., almighty. — ME., fr. OF.

(= F.) omnipotent, fr. L. omnipotentem, ace. of

omnipotens, 'all-powerful, almighty', which is

compounded of omnis, 'all, every', and patens,

gen. potentis, 'able, powerful'. See omni- and

potent.

Derivative: omnipotent-ly, adv.

omnipresence, adj., quality of being omnipresent.

— ML. omnipraesentia, fr. omnipraesens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -ce.

omnipresent, adj., present everywhere at the same

time. — ML. omnipraesens, gen. -entis, com-

pounded of L. omnis, 'all, every', and praesens,

gsn.praesentis, 'present'. See omni- and present.

omniscience, n., the quality of being omniscient.

— ML. omniscientia. See omni- and science,

onmiscient, adj., all-knowing. — ModL. omni-

sciens, gen. -entis, back formation of ML. omni-

scientia. See prec. word and -ent.

Derivative: omniscient-ly, adv.

omnium gatherum, a miscellaneous collection of

persons or things. — A humorous coinage fr. L.

omnium, 'of all', gen. pi. of omnis, 'all, every'

(see omni-), and latinized form of E. gather.

omnivorous, adj., 1) eating everything; 2) taking

in everything; esp. reading everything. — L.

omnivorus, 'all-devouring', compounded of

omnis, 'all, every', and -vorus, 'devouring'. See

omni- and -vorous.

Derivatives: omnivorous-ly, adv., omnivorous-

ness, n.

omo-, before a vowel om-, combining form mean-

ing 'shoulder', as in omodynia. — Gk. cijio-, fr.

co[xo?, 'shoulder' (for *6msos, less probably

*omsos); cogn. with OI. dmsafi, L. umerus, hu-

merus (for *omesos). See humerus and cp. the

second element in acromion, exomis, Iniomi.

omo-, combining form meaning 'raw, unripe', as

in omophagia. — Gk. eifjio-, fr. fO[x6c, cogn.

with OL dmdh, 'raw, uncooked, um-ipe'. Arm.

hum, Olr. om, W. of, of s.m., fr. I.-E. base *omo-.

Cp. amarine.

omodynia, n., pain in the shoulder (med.)— Med-

ical L., compounded of om- and Gk. -oSuvta,

fr. oSuvr), 'pain'. See -odynia.

omophagia, n., the eating of raw flesh.— ModL.,

fr. Gk. wnocpayia, 'eating of raw flesh', fr.

wfjioepayo!;. See omophagous and 1st -ia.

omophagic, adj., omophagous. — See next word

and -ic.

omophagous, adj., eating raw flesh. —• Gk. <iji.o-

tpayo?, compounded of &\>.i>c, 'raw', and the
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stem of cpavsiv, 'to eat'. See omo-, 'raw', and
-pliagous.

omoplate, n., the shoulderblade, scapula. —
MF. (= F.) omoplate, fr. Gk. wjjioTtXiiTY], com-
pounded of a)[xo<;, 'shoulder', and TrXdcTT],

'blade', which is rel. to TrXaxui;, 'flat, wide,

broad'. See omo-, 'shoulder', and plate, platy-.

omphal-, form of omphalo- before a vowel.

omphalitis, n., inflammation of the navel (med.)

— Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk.
6[j,cpaX6;, 'navel'. See omphalo-.

omphalo-, before a vowel omphal-, combining
form denoting the navel. — Fr. Gk. h\j.(fa>..(iq,

'navel', which is cogn. with L. umbilicus, ON.
nafli, OE. nafela, etc., 'navel'. See navel and cp.

umbilicus. Cp. also next word.

omphalus, n., 1) a round stone in the temple of
Apollo at Delphi, supposed to mark the center

of the earth; 2) the boss of a shield; 3) a center.

— Gk. 6|jiq3aX6g, 'navel; boss on a shield; hub'.

See prec. word.

omrah, n., a lord of a Mohammedan court in

India. — Prop, a plural: Arab, umard', pi. of

amir, 'commander'. See emir.

on, prep. — ME., fr. OE. on, an, rel. to OS. an,

ON. a, Du. aan, OHG. ana, MHG. ane, G. an,

Goth, ana, 'on, upon', and cogn. with Avestic

ana, 'on', Gk. avi, 'on, upon', L. an- in an-

heldre, 'to pant, gasp', OSlav. na, OPruss. no,

na, 'on, upon', Lith. nuo, 'down from', fr. I.-E.

base *and, 'on'. Cp. a, prep., the first element in

anlaut and in unless and the second element

in upon and in the verb don. Cp. also ana-, ano-.

Derivative: on, adj.

on, n., the on or leg side of the field (cricket). —
Fr. on, adj. See prec. word.

-on, suff. used to denote some inactive gases, as in

argon, radon.— Gk. -ov, neut. ending of adjs. in

-og

-on, suff". used to denote elementary atomic par-

ticles, as in photon. — From the ending of ion,

anion, cation.

onager, n., 1) the Asiatic wild ass; 2) a catapult

for throwing stones. — ME., 'wild ass', fr. L.

onager, onagrus, 'wild ass', fr. Gk. ovaypo;,

which is compounded of ovo?, 'ass', and aypLoc,

'wild'. The first element is a loan word fr. Asia

Minor and rel. to L. asinus, 'ass'. The second

derives fr. Gk. ayp6?, 'field'. See asinine and
acre.

onanism, n., 1) incomplete coitus; 2) self-abuse,

masturbation. — Formed with suff". -ism from
Onan, name of a son of Judah. See Gen. 38 : 9.

once, adv.— ME. ones, ones, gen. of on, an, 'one'.

See one and cp. nonce.

Derivatives: once, conj. and n.

Onchidium, n., a genus of marine slugs (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idiom fr. Gk. oyxog,

'barb of an arrow, hook'. See onco-, 'barb,

hook', and cp. next word.

Oncidium, n., a genus of tropical American or-

ctiids, the butterfly orchid, (bot.) — ModL.,

formed with suff. -idium fr. Gk. 6y>toi;, 'barb of
an arrow, hook'; so called in allusion to the

shape of the labellimi. See onco-, 'barb, hook',

and cp. prec. word.

onco-, combining form meaning 'barb' or 'hook'.

— Gk. oyzo-, fr. oyjcoi;, 'barb of an arrow,

hook', which stands in gradational relationship

to Gk. ayxo?, 'a bend, hollow', dyxcov, 'elbow',

iSyx'jpa, 'an anchor'. See angle, 'comer', and
cp. words there referred to.

onco-, combining form meaning 'bulk, mass, tu-

mor'. — Gk. oyxo-, fr. oyxo?, 'bulk, size, mass,

body', which stands in gradational relationship

to Gk. Ev-EyK£Tv, 'to bear, carry', fr. I.-E. base

*enek-, *nek-, 'to reach, attain, carry'. See

enough.

ondograph, n., an instrument for recording forms
of waves in alternating currents. — A hybrid

coined fr. F. onde, 'wave' (fr. L. undo), and Gk.
-ypatpo;, fr. ypacpciv, 'to write'. See undate and
-graph.

ondometer, n., wavemeter (electr.) — A hybrid

coined fr. F. onde, 'wave' (fr. L. unda), and Gk.
[ie-rpov, 'measure'. See undate and meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm'.

ondoyant, adj., wavy. — F., 'waving', pres. part,

of ondoyer, 'to wave', fr. onde, 'wave', fr. L.

unda. See undate and -ant.

one, adj. — ME. oon, on, an, fr. OE. an, 'one', rel.

to OS. en, ON. einn, Dan. een, Swed. en, OFris.

an, Du. een, OHG., MHG., G. ein, Goth, ains,

'one', fr. L-E. *oi-nos, whence also Gk. oivA?

(masc.), o£vY] (fem.), 'the ace (on dice)', OL.
oinos, L. Qnus, 'one', OSlav. -inH (in jed-inO,

'one'), lit. prob. 'hardly one', and rel. to jedva,

'hardly' ; cp. also ino-rogu, 'unicorn', Lith. vienas,

OPruss. ains, Olr. oin, W., Co., Bret, un, 'one'.

The indef article an is derivatively identical with

one. Cp. once, only, any, the first element in

Angus, the second element in alone, anon, atone,

nonce, none, eleven and the last element in zoll-

verein. Cp. also inch, ounce, uncia, uni-, uni,

Unio, XJnioIa, union, imique, unit, unity, the first

element in unanimous, unison, universe, aiid the

second element in triune. Cp. also eka.

Derivatives : one, n. and indef. pron., one-ness, n.

-one, a suff. indicating an organic compound of

the ketone group, as in acetone (chem.) — Gk.
-(ovrj, a fem. partronymic, used in chemistry to

denote a weaker derivative.

oneiro-, before a vowel oneir-, combining form

meaning 'dream'. — Gk. ovsipo-, ovstp-, fr.

ovEipog, 'dream', which is cogn. with Arm.
anur], 'dream'. Alb. Gheg qdEfe, Tosk endefe,

'dream'.

oneirocritic, n., an interpreter of dreams. — Gk.
ovEipozpLTixoi;, 'interpreting dreams', fr. ovet-

poxpi-rr,?, 'interpreter of dreams', which is com-
pounded of ovEtpo?, 'dream', and xpt-nfj?, 'dis-

cerner, judge'. See oneiro- and critic.

Derivative: oneirocritic-al, adj., pertaining to

the interpretation of dreams.



oneiromancy

oneiromancy, adj., divination through dreams. —
Compounded of oneiro- and Gk. (j-avTEia,

'oracle, divination'. See -mancy.

oneiromantic, adj., pertaining to oneiromancy.—
See oneiro- and -mantle.

oner, n., a unique person or thing {slang). —
Formed fr. one with agential suflf. -er.

onerous, adj., burdensome, troublesome, oppres-

sive. — ME., fr. MF. onereus (F. oni-

reux), 'onerous, burdensome', fr. L. onerosus, of

s.m., fr. onus, gen. oneris, 'burden, weight'. See

onus.

Derivatives: onerous-ly, adv., onerous-ness, n.

oneself, pron. — Compounded of one and self,

-onic, a suff. denoting certain acids from an -ose

compound (sugar), as in glyconic (chem.)

onion, n., a bulbous plant. Allium cepa — ME.

onion, fr. OF. (= F.) oignon, fr. L. unionem,

ace. otunio, 'onion', which is usually derived fr.

Unus, 'one', whence Snio (fern.), 'unity, union',

unio (masc), 'a kind of large pearl' (the sense of

'onion', would have developed through the inter-

mediary sense 'string of onions' ; see one, union).

However, the diphthong oi in F. oignon, shows

that the « in L. unio, 'onion', is short and that,

accordingly, unio in this sense is not a derivative

of anus, unless it is assumed that the u was

shortened in Vulgar Latin; see Walde-Hofmann,

LEW., II, 820 s.v. 1 . unio, and Bloch-Wartburg,

DELF., p. 421 s.v. oignon. Cp. OProven?.

onhon, 'onion', which also comes fr. L. unionem.

OE. ynne, 'onion', is a Romance loan word.

only, adj., adv., and conj. — ME. anly, only, fr.

OE. anllc, 'unique, single', formed fr. an, 'one',

with suff. -He, 'like'. See one and -like, -ly.

Derivative: onli-ness, n.

Onoclea, n., a genus of plants (bot.)— ModL., fr.

Gk. 6v6xXeia, synonym of HfX.^^'^"-' 'anchusa,

alkanet'.

onomancy, n., divination from names or from the

letters of a name. — Shortened fr. obsol. ono-

matomancy, fr. ML. onomatomantia, 'divination

from names', fr. Gk. 6vo(i.a, 'name', and [lav-

Tst 5, 'oracle, divination' . See onomato- and -man-

cy. The shortening of onomatomancy to ono-

mancy is due to haplology.

onomastic, adj., pertaining to a name or names or

naming. — Gk. ovofxaoTixo?, 'pertaining to

naming', fr. 6vo[jt,a(rT6?, 'named', verbal adj. of

ovojjiat^cLV, 'to name', fr. 6vojj.a, 'name'. See

onomatD- and adj. suff. -ic.

onomasticon, n., a vocabulary of names. — ML.,

fr. Gk. 6vo|jtaCT-riy.6v (scil. pi^Xiov), 'vocabu-

lary', lit. 'book of names', prop. neut. of the

adj. 6vo[ji,xtJTtx6;. See prec. word.

onomato-, combining form meaning 'name', or

'word'. — Gk. SvojxaTO-, from the stem of

6vo(jia, gen. ivAjxaTog, 'name'. See name, n.,

and cp. words there referred to.

onomatopoeia, n., 1) the formation of words by

imitation of the natural sounds associated with

the object designated; 2) a word so formed; 3)
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the use of such words inrhetoric, poetry, etc.—
Late L., fr. Gk. 6vo|ji,aT07toi£a, 'the formation

of a word in imitation of a sound', lit. 'name-

making', fr. ovofxa, gen. 6v6[j.aTO(;, 'name', and

a derivative of ttoisiv, 'to make'. See onomato-

and poet,

onomatopoeic, onomatopoeical, adj., pertaining

to, or characterized by, onomatopoeia ; echoic.

— Formed fr. prec. word with adj. suff. -ic,

resp. also -al.

Derivative: onomatopoeic-al-ly, adv.

onomatopoetic, adj., onomatopoeic. — See prec.

word.

Derivative: onomatopoetic-al-ly, adv.

Onopordon, n., a genus of plants, the cotton

thistle (hot:) — ModL., fr. Gk. ovoTtopSov,

'cotton thistle', lit. 'the breaking of wind of an

ass', fr. Svo?, 'ass' and jropSr], 'breaking of

wind', which is rel. to TtlpSsa&at, 'to break

wind'. See onager and petrel.

Onosmodium, n., a genus of plants, the false

gromwell (hot.) — ModL., lit. 'ass-smell', com-

pounded of ovo?, 'ass', 6iT|j.T), 'smell, odor', and

-wSrj?, 'like'. See onager, osmium and the suf-

fixes -ode and 1st -ium.

onslaught, n., onset, assault. — Formed on the

analogy of Du. aanslag, 'an attempt' (see on and

slay and cp. G. Anschlag, 'stroke ;
plot, design');

influenced in form by slaughter.

onto, prep. — Formed on analogy of into fr. on

and to (qq.v.) Cp. unto.

onto-, combining form meaning 'a being, indi-

vidual ; being, existence'.— Gk. ovto-, from the

stem of 6v, gen. ovto?, 'being', neut. pres. part,

of Elvai, 'to be'. See esse and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also the second element in

paleontography.

ontogenesis, n., ontogeny. — Formed fr. onto-

and Gk. y^veaii;, 'origin, birth, descent, race'.

See genesis.

ontogenetic, adj., pertaining to ontogeny. —
Formed fr. onto- and -genetic.

Derivative: ontogenetic-al-ly, adv.

ontogeny, n., development of an individual (med.)

— Formed fr. onto- and -geny.

Derivatives: ontogen-ic, adj., ontogen-ic-al-ly,

adv., ontogen-ist, n.

ontologism, n., the doctrine that we have an im-

mediate and certain knowledge of God (philos.)

— Formed with suff. -ism fr. ModL. ontologia.

See next word.

ontology, n., that branch of metaphysics which

deals with the nature of being as such (philos.)

— ModL. ontologia, compounded of onto- and

Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -X^yo?, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic'). See -logy.

onus, n., a burden; obligation, charge.— L. onus,

gen. oneris, 'load, burden, weight', cogn. with

OI. dnali, 'cart, waggon', possibly also with Gk.

dcvta, 'grief, sorrow, distress, trouble', Svio;,

(ivi5p6(;, (ivf»)p6(;, 'grievous, distressing', (ivtav.
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avia^Eiv, 'to grieve, distress'. Cp. onerous,

exonerate,

onward, adv. — Late ME. See on and -ward.

Derivatives: onward, adj.

onwards, adv., onward. — Formed from prec.

word with adv. gen. suff. -s.

onych-, form of onycho- before a vowel.

onycha, n., one of the ingredients of the Mosaic
incense (Ex. 30 : 34) — Late L., 'an aromatic
substance', fr. Gk. ovu^a, ace. of 6vu5, 'finger-

nail, claw; onyx'. See onyx. For the derivation

of the Latin word from a Greek accusative cp.

Numidia and words there referred to.

onycho-, before a vowel onych-, combining form
meaning 'nail' or 'claw'. — From the stem of
Gk. 6vu5, gen. 6-mr/oc,, 'nail'. See onyx,

onychoid, adj., resembling a fingernail. — Com-
pounded of onych- and Gk. -oeiSt]!;, 'hke', fr.

sISo?, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

onyx, n., a variety of chalcedon. — L., fr. Gk.
6vu5, gen. ovuxoi;, 'fingernail, claw; onyx'. See
nail and cp. onycha, paronychia. Cp. also sar-

donyx.

00-, combining form meaning 'egg' or 'eggs'. —
Gk. 4>o-, fr. 4^ov, 'egg', which is cogn. with L.

ovum, ON. egg, OE. %, 'egg'. See egg, n., and
cp. oval, ovary, ovo-, ovum. Cp. also Dioon,
Oidium.

oocyte, n., an egg before maturation (biol.) —
Compounded of oo- and Gk. xiixoi;, 'a hollow
vessel'. See -cyte.

ooecium, n., a sac containing the ova in certain

Polyzoa (zool.) — ModL. ooecium, compoun-
ded of 00- and Gk. olxo?, 'house'. See eco-

nomy,

oof, n. (slang) — Short for ooftish.

ooftish, n., money (slang) — Yiddish offish, for

G. auf(dem) Tische, 'on the table', used in the

sense 'money down'. See up and dish,

oofy, adj., rich (slang)— Formed fr. oof with adj.

suff. -y.

oogamous, adj., having cells sexually differen-

tiated (biol.) — Compounded of oo- and Gk.
yafxo?, 'marriage'. See -gamous.

oogenesis, n., formation of the ovum (biol.) —
Compounded of oo- and Gk. -(k'^ztsii;, 'origin,

birth, descent, race'. See genesis,

oogonium, n., 1) the female reproductive organ in

certain thallophytic plants (bot.) ; 2) any of the

cells from which the oocytes are derived (em-
bryol.)— ModL., fr. Gk. *(i>oy6vo;, 'egg-layer'

(cp. Gk. iioyo-Jtbi, 'to lay eggs'), fr. &o-^, 'egg',

and yovTj, 'offspring, race, family, generation'.

See oo- and genus and cp. arcbegonium.
ooid, ooidal, adj., egg-shaped. — Gk. 4>oEiSr]?,

'egg-shaped', fr. oiov, 'egg', and -oeiSr)!;, 'like',

fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See oo-, -old, resp. also

-al, and cp. ovoid,

oolite, n., 1) a rock consisting of small grains of
carbonate of lime, resembling the roe of fish

(petrogr.); 2) (cap.) the later division of the

Jurassic system (so called because it contains

oolitic rocks) (geol.) — Compounded of oo- and
Gk. \\^oq, 'stone'. See -lite.

Derivative: oolit-ic, adj.

oology, n., that branch of ornithology which deals

with birds' eggs. — Compounded of oo- and
Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xiyog, 'one who speaks (in a
certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: oolog-ic-al, adj., oolog-ist, n.

oolong, n., a kind of China tea.— Chin, wu-lung,

lit. 'black dragon'.

oom, n., an uncle. — Du., rel. to MLG. iime,

OFris. em, OHG., MHG. oheim, G. Oheim,
Ohm, which stand for WTeut. *awahaim, lit. 'he

who dwells with the grandfather'. The first ele-

ment is cogn. with L. avus, 'grandfather', avun-
culus, 'mother's brother, maternal uncle'; see

uncle. For the second element see home. Cp.
eme.

-oon, suff. — English spelling of French -on. It.

-one, Sp. -on, fr. L. -onem, ace. of -o (cp. L. naso,

gen. -onis, 'a big-nosed man') ; usually of aug-
mentative force. As an English formative suff.

-oon is very rare. Cp. e.g. octoroon, spitton.

oophor-, form of oophoro- before a vowel.

oophore, n., an oophyte. — Compounded of oo-

and Gk. -tfiifoc,, 'carrying, bearing'. See oo- and
-phore.

oophorectomy, n., the surgical removal of an
ovary or both ovaries (med.) — Compounded
of oophor- and Gk. -exxotxta, 'a cutting out of,
fr. EXT0JX7J, 'a cutting out'. See -ectomy.

oophoritis, n., inflammation of an ovary or both
ovaries (med.)— Medical L. oophoritis, formed
fr. oopboron with suff. -itis.

oopboro-, before a vowel oophor-, combining
form denoting an ovary or the ovaries. — Med-
ical L. oophoron, 'ovary', which is compounded
of Gk. ^ov, 'egg', and -<p6pov, neut. of -96po?,

'carrying, bearing'. See oo- and -pbore and cp.

next word.

oopboron, n., an ovary. — Medical L. oophoron.

See oophore.

oophyte, n., that stage in certain plants, as ferns

and mosses, in which the reproductive organs
are developed (bot.)— Compounded of oo- and
Gk. 9ut6v, 'a plant'. See -phyte.

oosperm, n. 1) a fertilized egg (bot.); 2) a zygote
(zool.)— Compounded of oo- and Gk. anipfia,

'seed'. See sperm,

oospbere, n., an unfertilized egg (bot.) — Com-
pounded of oo- and Gk. ayaipa, 'ball globe'.

See sphere,

oospore, n., a fertilized spore (bot.) — Com-
pounded of oo- and Gk. OTropa, 'a sowing,

seed'. See spore,

ootbeca, n., a case containing eggs (zool.) —
ModL. ootheca, compounded of oo- and Gk.
*T)X7), 'case'. See tlieca.

ooze, n., 1) an oozing; 2) something that oozes;

3) liquor used in tanning leather. — ME. wose,
wos, fr. OE. M/Ss, 'sap, juice', lel. to, and in-



fluenced by, OE. wase, 'soft mud, mire' ; rel. also

to OS. v/aso, 'wet ground, mire', ON. veisa, 'pond

of stagnant water', and prob. cogn. with OI.

\i^am, 'poison', Gk. to? (for "fiao?), L. virus

(for *\\sos), 'poison'. See virus.

Derivative: ooze, intr. v., to flow slowly, drip,

exude, percolate; tr. v., to emit by oozing.

ooze, n., soft mud, mire. — ME. viose, fr. OE.

wase, 'soft mud, mire', rel. to OE. wos, 'sap,

juice'. See prec. word.

oozy, adj., gently flowing. — Formed with adj.

suff. -y fr. ooze, 'an oozing'.

Derivatives: oozi-ly, adv., oozi-ness, n.

oozy, adj., muddy, slimy. — ME. wosie, fr. wose.

See ooze, 'soft mud, mire', and adj. suflf. -y.

Derivatives: oozi-ly, adv., oozi-ness, n.

op-, assimilated form of ob- before p.

opacity, n., the state or quality of being opaque;

something opaque. — F. opacite, fr. L. opaci-

tdtem, ace. of opdcitas, 'shadiness', fr. opdcus.

See opaque and -ity.

opacous, adj., opaque {rare)— L. opdcus, 'shady,

dark'. See opaque. For E. -ous, as equivalent to

L. -us, see -ous.

opah, n., a spotted, brilliantly colored fish of the

Atlantic (Lampris guttatus) — W. African uba.

opal, n., a gem stone of iridescent colors. — F.

opale, fr. L. opalus, fr. Gk. hv:6.X)MC„ fr. OI.

iipalah (masc), 'stone, gem' [upald (fem.), 'the

upper millstone'], prob. /- form of HparflA,'lower,

later', which is compar. of lipa, 'near, under,

up to, on'. See sub-,

opalescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

opalescent, adj., like opal in appearance; irides-

cent. — Formed fr. opal with suff. -escent.

opaline, adj., like opal, opalescent; n., a kind of

translucent glass. — Formed fr. opal with suff'.

-ine.

opalize, tr. v., to make opalescent. — Formed fr.

opal with suff. -ize.

opaque, adj., not transparent; dark. — F., fr. L.

opdcus, 'shady, dark', which is of uncertain

etymology.

Derivatives: opaque-ly, adv., opaque-ness, n.

ope, adj. and v., open {archaic)— Shortened form

of open,

-ope, combining form denoting one having the

condition of sight or vision expressed by a cor-

responding noun ending in -opia, as in myope.

— From the stem of Gk. &'!,), gen. c'ottoi;, 'eye'.

See -opia.

open, adj. — ME., fr. OE., rel. to OS. opan, ON.

opinn, opin, Swed. oppen, Dan. aaben, OFris.

epen, Du. open, OHG. ojfan, MHG., G. offen,

'open', and prob. also to E. up (q.v.) For sense

development cp. G. aufmachen, 'to open', lit. 'to

make up'.

Derivatives: open, n., the open space, the open

air, open-ly, adv., open-ness, n.

open, tr. v., to make open; intr. v., to become

open: to begin.— ME. openen, fr. OE. openian.
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fr. open, 'open'. Cp. OS. opandn, oponon, ON.

opna, MDu., Du. openen, OHG. offanon, MHG.
offenen, G. dffnen, 'to open', and see open, adj.

open-eyed, adj. — First used by Shakespeare.

opera, n., a drama sung. — It., 'work, labor,

composition', fr. L. opera, 'service, pains, work,

labor' (whence also OF. uevre, oevre, F. ceuvre,

'work'), fr. opus, gen. operis (see opus and cp.

the second element in maneuver); introduced

into English by the diarist John Evelyn (1620-

1706).

opera, n. pi., works.— L., pi. of opus, 'work'. See

opus.

operable, adj., capable of treatment by operation.

— Late L. operdbilis, 'working', fr. L. operdrl,

'to work'. See operate and -able.

Derivatives: operabil-ity, n., operabl-y, adv.

operate, intr. and tr. v. — L. operdtus, pp. of

operdri, 'to work, labor', fr. opus, gen. operis.

See opus and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: operat-ing, adj., operation (q.v.),

operative (q.v.), operat-or, n.

operatic, adj., pertaining to, or of the nature of,

an opera. — Irregularly formed fr. opera, 'a

drama sung', on analogy of dramatic.

Derivative: operatic-al-ly, adv.

operation, n. — ME. operacion, fr. MF. (= F.)

operation, fr. L. operdtionem, ace. ofoperdtid, 'a

working, operation', fr. operdtus, pp. of operdri.

See operate and -ion.

Derivatives: operation-al, adj., operation-al-ty,

adv.

operative, adj. — MF. (= F.) operatif (fern, ope-

rative), fr. Late L. operdtivus, 'formative, crea-

tive', fr. L. operdtus, pp. of operdri. See operate

and -ive.

Derivatives: o/;erar/'vc,n., 1) worker in a factory,

artisan; 2) a detective, operative-ly, adj., oper-

ative-ness, n.

operatize, tr. v., to make into an opera.—Ahybrid

coined fr. opera 'a drama sung", and -ize, a suff.

of Gk. origin.

opercular, adj., pertaining to an operculum. —
See operculum and adj. suff. -ar.

operculate, operculated, adj., furnished with an

operculum. — See next word and the adj. suff.

-ate, resp. also -ed.

operculum, n., 1) a lid or lidlike part; 2) in fishes,

the gill cover; 3) in certain gastropod moUusks,

the lidlike process which closes the shell when

the animal is retracted {zool.) ; 4) the lid of the

seed capsules in certain plants {bot.) — L. oper-

culum, 'cover, lid', for *oper-tlom, formed with

instrumental suff. *-tlom fr. operire, 'to cover,

hide, conceal', which is formed fr. ob- and I.-E.

base *wer-, 'to enclose, cover". See weir and cp.

aperient, cover,

operetta, n., a light opera. — It., dimin. of opera.

See opera,

operose, adj., laborious. — L. operdsus, 'taking

great pains, laborious', fr. opus, gen. operis,

'work'. See opus and adj. suff. -ose.

108/ opiate

Derivatives: operose-ly, adv., operose-ness,

n.

Ophelia, fem. PN.— Fr. Gk. (i9lX£ia, or iitfz-

Xta, 'help, aid', fr. w^eXeiv, 'to help, aid, assist',

o9eXoi;, 'advantage, help', which is of uncertain

origin. It is perh. cogn. with OI. phdlam, 'fruit,

advantage', pAd/a/(, 'thickens, clots, curdles'.

ophi-, form of ophio- before a vowel.

ophiasis, n., a kind of baldness {med.) — Gk.
ocpiatji.?, 'bald place on the head, of serpentine

form', fr. *6(pia!^ELv, 'to have a serpentine form',

fr. 691?, 'serpent'. See ophidian and -iasis.

ophicleide, n., a large brass wind instrument. —
F. ophicleide, lit. 'keyed serpent', fr. Gk. 691?,

'serpent', and xXe£;, gen. xXstSoi;, 'key'. See

ophidian and cleido-.

Ophidia, n. pi., the division of the snakes or ser-

pents {zool.)— ModL., fr. Gk. 69t8iov, 'a little

snake', dimin. of 89K;, 'snake'. See next word.

ophidian, adj., pertaining to the Ophidia or

snakes ; n., a snake. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

Gk. 691S10V, 'a little snake', dimin. of 691c,

'snake', which is of uncertain etymology. It is

possibly borrowed fr. Heb. eph'e'' or Aram.
aph^d, 'a viper', prop, 'the hissing animal', fr.

Heb. pd'd'', resp. Aram, p^'d, 'it hissed'; see

Heinrich Lewy, Die semitischen FremdwOrter

ira Griechischen, Berlin, 1895, p. 13. Cp. ophio-,

ophiasis, ophite and the second element in

Gymnophiona, Carphophis.

ophio-, before a vowel ophi-, combining form
meaning 'snake, serpent'. — Gk. 6910-, 691-,

fr. 6911;, 'snake, serpent'. See ophidian.

Ophioglossaceae, n. pi., the adder's tongue

family {bot.) — ModL., formed fr. Ophioglos-

sum with sufT. -aceae.

ophioglossaceous, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

Ophioglossum, n., a genus of plants, the adder's

tongue. — ModL., compounded of Gk. 0911;,

'serpent' and yXtiCTCTa, 'tongue'. See ophidian

and gloss, 'interpretation'.

ophiolatry, n., serpent worship. — Compounded
of ophio- and Gk. -XaTpeia, -XocTpta, fr. Xa-

TpsiS, 'hired labor, service, worship'. See

-latry.

ophiology, n., that branch of zoology which deals

with snakes. — Compounded of ophio- and Gk.
-Xoyta, fr. -Xovo?, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: ophiolog-ic, ophiolog-ic-al, adjs.,

ophiolog-ist, n.

ophiomancy, n., divination by the observation of

the movements of serpents. — Compounded of
ophio- and Gk. jxiVTcia, 'oracle, divination'.

See -mancy.

Ophjr, n., a land rich in gold, precious stones and
almug trees. — Heb. Ophlr. See I Kings 9:28,

10: 1 1, 22:48; II Chron. 8 : 17 and 9: 10.

ophite, n., a green stone {mineral.) — L. ophites,

fr. Gk. 691T7)? (scil. Xifi-oi;), 'a stone spotted like

a serpent', fr. 69i(;, 'serpent'. See ophidian and
subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: ophit-ic, adj.

Ophite, n., one of a sect of Gnostics who re-

garded the serpent as the symbol of wisdom.

They were called also Naassenes. — Formed
with suff. -ite fr. Gk. 6<ftic„ 'serpent'. See

ophidian and cp. prec. word.

Ophiuchus, n., a northern constellation {astron.)

— L., fr. Gk. 6910UX0?, lit. 'holding a serpent',

fr. 091?, 'serpent', and the stem of iyzvi, 'to

hold, keep, have'. See ophidian and hectic and

cp. the second element in eunuch.

ophthalm-, form of ophthalmo- before a vowel.

ophthalmia, n., inflammation of the eyeball or the

conjunctiva. — Late L., fr. Gk. ci9&aX;jtia, fr.

b<f^aX\Loq, 'the eye'. See ophthalmo-.

ophthalmic, adj., pertaining to the eye. — L.

ophthalmicus, fr. Gk. orfbaCk\i.\.v.oq, 'pertaining

to the eye', fr. b<^^ixk\j.6ii, 'the eye'. See oph-

thalmo-.

ophthalmitis, n., ophthalmia {med.) — Medical L
See ophthalm- and -itis.

ophthalmo-, before a vowel ophthalm-, combining

form denoting the eye or the eyes.— Gk. 69^aX-

(io-, 698'aX(j.-, fr. 69-9'aX[i6?, 'the eye', which

prob. is of uncertain origin. It stands perh. for

*67ra-&aXpi,(Si; and lit. means 'eye socket', fr.

"•oTTcj-, 'the eye', and *^6.'k\Loc„ shortened form

of S^aXapio?, 'inner room, chamber'. The first

element derives fr. I.-E. *oq^(e)s-, 'eye', whence

also 6(T(T£ (for *6xi£), 'both eyes'. See eye and

cp. optic. For the second element see thalamus.

ophthalmology, n., that branch of medicine which

deals with the eye, its functions and diseases.—
Compounded of ophthalmo- and Gk. -Xoyta,

fr. -Xdyot;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-
ner) ; one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

-logy.

Derivatives; ophthalmolog-ic-al, adj., ophthal-

molog-ist, n.

ophthalmometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the eye. — Coined by the German physicist and
anatomist Hermann Ludwig Ferdinand von

Helmholtz (1821-94) in 1852 fr. ophthalmo- and

Gk. [jieTpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

ophthalmoscope, n., an instrument for the ex-

amination of the interior of the eye.—Coined by

von Helmholtz (see prec. word) in 1852 fr.

ophthalmo- and Gk. -(txottiov, fr. axorsTv, 'to

look at, examine". See -scope.

Derivatives : ophthalmoscop-ic, ophthalmoscop-

ic-al, adjs., ophthalmoscop-ist, n., ophthalmo-

scop-y, n.

-opia, -opy, combining form denoting a condi-

tion of sight or vision. — Gk. -cixia, from the

stem of &'^, gen. ojirot;, 'eye", fr. l.-E. base

*dli"-, a collateral form of base *oA:"'-. See

optic and cp. -ope, -ops, -opsia, -opsis.

opiate, adj., containing opium; narcotic; n., a

drug containing opium; anything soothing; tr.



opinable

v., to treat with an opiate; to narcotize. — ML.
opiatus, fr. L. opium. See opium and adj. suflf.

-ate.

opinable, adj., 1) that which is a matter of opin-

ion; 2) capable of being opined.— L. oplnabilis,

'that which rests on opinion ; conjectured', fr.

opindri. See next word and -able.

opine, tr. and intr. v., to hold an opinion; to

think, suppose (now humorous). — MF. (= F.)

opiner, fr. L. opindri, 'to think, suppose', fr.

*opid, gen. -dnis, 'expectation', which is rel. to

optdre, 'to choose, wish', optid, 'choice', and

prob. cogn. with OSlav. za-(j)apil, 'conjecture',

ne-vUz-apinii, 'unexpected'. Cp. next word and

option.

opinion, n., what one thinks, judgment, belief. —
ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. opinidnem, ace. of

opinid, 'opinion, conjecture', fr. opindri. See

prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: opinion-at-ed, adj., opinion-at-ed-ly,

adv., opinion-at-ed-ness, n.

opisometer, n., an instrument for measuring

curved lines. — Compounded of Gk. otcioco,

'backward', and (i^Tpov, 'measure'. See opistlio-

and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

opistli-, form of opistho- before a vowel.

opisthenar, n., the back of the hand (anat.) —
Medical L., compounded of Gk. bmaa, 'back-

ward' (see next word), and devap, 'palm of the

hand', for which see thenar.

opistho-, before a vowel opisth-, combining form

meaning 'backward'. — Gk. oTna^o-, oTttaS--,

fr. BTtiuftev, 'behind, at the back, after', rel. to

67t[<Tto, 'backward', and cogn. with L. ob, 'to-

ward, against'. See ob- and cp. the first element

in opisometer.

opistbognathous, adj., having retreating jaws. —
Compounded of opistho- and -gnathous.

opium, n., the solidified juice of the opium poppy,

Papaver somniferum.— L., fr. Gk. Sttiov, 'pop-

py juice', fr. oTzdc,, 'vegetable juice', which is

prob. cogn. with OSlav. soku, 'juice of plants

and fruits', Lith. sakaT (pi.), OPruss. sackis,

Lett, svakas, 'resin'. Cp. opo-, opodeldoc.

opiumism, n., the habitual use of opium. —
Formed from prec. word with suff. -ism.

opo-, combining form meaning 'juice'. — Gk.

Stto-, fr. 6716?, 'juice'. See opimn.

opodeldoc, n., a camphorated soap liniment

(med.) — Coined by Paracelsus, prob. fr. Gk.

^TToq, 'juice'. See opium.

opopanax, n., a gum resin. — L., fr. Gk. 67r6-

jcaval, 'gum resin', lit. 'juice of a herb that heals

all diseases', fr. 6776?, 'juice', and Tiava^ = Trav-

cat-Eq, name of a plant, which is prop neut. of

the adj. Travaxrji;, 'all-healing', fr. irav, 'all', and

Sy.oq, 'remedy'. See opium and panacea.

opossum, n., a small marsupial animal of Ameri-

ca.— Fr. Algonquian apasum, 'a white animal'.

oppidan, adj., pertaining to a town; urban; n., 1)

a townsman; 2) at Eton College in England, a

member of the school who boards in town. —
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L. oppiddnus, 'pertaining to, or living in, a town',

fr. oppidum, 'town', which is of uncertain ety-

mology. It stands perh. for *op-pedom, fr. ob-

and *pedom = Gk. tceSov, 'ground, earth,

plain' (see foot), hence lit. meaning 'that which

is situated in the plain'.

oppilate, tr. v., to obstruct, esp. the bowels. — L.

oppildtus, pp. of opptldre, 'to block up', fr. ob-

and pildre, 'to press, compress', fr. pila, 'pillar'.

See pillar and verbal suff'. -ate and cp. compile.

oppilation, n., obstruction, esp. of the bowels. —
L. oppildtid, gen. -onis, 'a blocking up', fr.

oppildtus, pp. of oppildre. See oppilate and -ion.

opponency, n., opposition, antagonism.— Form-

ed from next word with suff. -cy.

opponent, adj., opposite; opposing; n. an adver-

sary. — L. oppdnens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

oppdnere, 'to oppose', fr. ob- and pdnere, 'to

place'. See position and cp. opposite. For the

ending see suff. -ent.

opportune, adj., 1) appropriate; 2) timely.— ME.,

fr. OF. (= F.) opportun (fem. opportune), fr. L.

opportunus, for ob-portunus, 'suitable, conve-

nient, seasonable, advantageous', lit. 'leading

to the port or harbor', fr. ob- and partus,

'harbor'. See port, 'harbor', and cp. importu-

nate.

Derivatives: opportune-ly, adv., opportune-ness,

n., opportunism (q.v.), opportunist (q.v.), oppor-

tunity (q.v.)

opportunism, p., the habit or policy of adapting

one's actions to circumstances. — F. opportu-

nisme. See next word and -ism.

opportunist, n., time-server. — F. opportuniste,

coined by the French politician and playwright

Henri Rochefort (1830-1913) in 1876 and ap-

.
plied by him to Gambetta. See opportune and

-ist.

opportunity, n. — ME. oportunite, fr. OF. (= F.)

opportunite, fr. L. opportunitdtem, ace. ofoppor-

tunitds, 'fitness, convenience, suitableness', fr.

opportunus. See opportune and -ity.

opposal, n., examination (obsol.) — Formed

from next word with adj. suff. -al. Cp. puzzle.

oppose, tr. and intr. v. — F. opposer, fr. OF., fr.

L. oppdnere (pp. oppositus), 'to place against',

which was Gallicized after F. poser, 'to put,

place'. See opponent and cp. compose and words

there referred to. See also pose, 'to place'.

Derivatives: oppos-able, adj., oppos-abit-ity, n.,

opposite (q.v.), opposition (q.v.), opposit-ive,

adj., opposit-ive-ly, adv., opposit-ive-ness, n.

opposite, adj.— ME., fr. OF. fr. L. oppositus, pp.

of oppdnere. See opponent.

Derivatives: opposite, n., opposite-ly, adv., op-

posite-ness, n.

opposition, n.— ME. opposicioun, fr. L. oppositid,

gen. -dnis, 'a placing against', fr. oppositus, pp.

of oppdnere. See prec. word and -ion.

oppress, tr. v. — ME. oppressen, fr. OF. oppres-

ser, fr. Late L. oppressdre, freq. of L. opprimere

(pp. oppressus), 'to press against or down, to

'
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oppress', fr. ob- and premere, 'to press'. See

press, 'to squeeze'.

oppression, n. — MF., fr. OF. oppression, fr. L.

oppressidnem, ace. of oppressid, 'a pressing

down, violence, oppression', fr. oppressus, pp.

of opprimere. See prec. word and -ion.

oppressive, adj. — ML. oppressivus, fr. L. op-

pressus, pp. of opprimere. See oppress and -ive.

Derivatives: oppressive-ly, adv., oppress-ive-

ness, n.

oppressor, n. — ME., fr. AF. oppressour, corre-

sponding to F. oppresseur, fr. L. oppressdrem,

ace. oi oppressor, fr. oppressus, pp. of opprimere.

See oppress and agential suff. -or.

opprobrious, adj., disgraceful, infamous. — ME.,
fr. OF. opprobrieus, fr. Late L. opprobridsus, fr.

L. opprobrium. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: opprobrious-ly, adv., opprobrious-

ness, n.

opprobrium, n. disgrace, infamy. — L. opprobri-

um, 'reproach, taunt, disgrace', formed fr. ob-

sindprobrum, 'reproach, disgraceful act, infamy',

which stands for *pro-bhr-om and is rel. to prd-

ferre, 'to carry forward' ; opprobrium lit. means
'that which is brought forward against'. For
sense development cp. the cognate Gk. Tcpo-

9£peiv, 'to bring forward; to reproach'. See pro-

and bear, 'to carry', and cp. exprobrate.

oppugn, tr. v., to fight against, oppose; to con-

trovert. — L. oppugndre, 'to fight against, at-

tack, assail', fr. ob- and pugndre, 'to fight'. See

pugnacious and cp. expugn, impugn.

Ops, n., the wife of Saturn, mother of the gods,

and goddess of the harvest in Roman mythol-

ogy. — L. Ops, personification of ops, gen. opis,

'abundance, plenty, wealth, riches'. See opulent.

-ops, combining form used in zool. and bot., in

the sense of '-eyed', as in Stylops. — Gk. -<oi}',

fr. oil}', gen. td7:6?, 'eye, face', fr. I.-E. base

*dg^-, 'eye'. See eye and cp. -opia.

-opsia, also -opsy, combining form denoting a
certain kind of vision, as in achromatopsia, au-

topsy. — Gk. -oij'ia, fr. oi^iiq, 'sight'. See -opsis.

opsimath, n., one who begins to learn late in life

(rare). — Gk. oijjina^!;, 'late to learn', com-
pounded of oiliE, 'late', and [xaS^-, stem of [xav-

a^avEiv, 'to learn'. The first element is rel. to

oTtiato, 'backward', 6Tiia&£v, 'behind', and
cogn. with L. ob, 'toward, against'. See ob- and
cp. opistho- and the first element in opisometer.

For the second element see mathematic.

opsimattiy, n., learning acquired late (rare). —
Gk. o'liimoi^ii, fr. o'^ijiaWj?. See prec. word
and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

-opsis, combining form meaning 'sight', as in

Ampelopsis, Galeopsis (bot. and zool.) — Gk.
-oi^ii?, fr. o']nc, 'sight, appearance, view', fr.

L-E. base •09"'-, 'to see; eye', whence also 041,

gen. 6ir6s, 'eye, face', Sij^ofiai, 'I shall see'. See

optic.

opsonic, adj., pertaining to opsonin (bacterial.)

— See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

optimism

opsonin, n., a substance in the blood which in-

creases the power of the phagocytes to destroy

bacteria (bacterial.) — Coined by the English

physician and pathologist Sir Almroth Edward
Wright (born in 1861) in 1903 fr. Gk. oifiMveiv,

'to buy food', which is compounded of 84'0^>

'meat, fish', and wvsta&ai, 'to buy'. Gk. 6ij;ov

is of uncertain origin. It is perh. formed fr. pref.

0-, 'with, together with', and *'\iov, 'food',

which is rel. to 4'"i^<^?. 'mouthful', ilifi^), 'to

rub, grind down, chew' ; see psephism. Gk. tovsi-

(ji>at, 'to buy', derives fr. oivi], 'purchase',

which is cogn. with OI. vasndh, 'purchase

money', vasnaydti, 'he bargains for', L. venus,

'sale', vendere, 'to sell' ; see venal.

-opsy. — See -opsia.

opt, intr. v. — F. opter, fr. L. optdre, 'to choose,

wish'. See option, and cp. next word.

optative, adj., expressing wish or desire; n., the

optative mood. — MF. (= F.) aptatif (fem. op-

tative), fr. Late L. optdtivus, fr. L. optdtus, pp.

of optdre, 'to choose, wish'. See option and -ive.

optic, adj., pertaining to the eye or sight. — MF.
(= F.) optique, fr. ML. opticus, fr. Gk. Stitixo;,

'pertaining to the eyes or sight', fr. 671x61;, 'seen

;

visible', verbal adj. of 6t|io[j.ai, 'I shall see', fr.

I.-E. base *oq'^-, 'eye; to see', whence also oij;,

gen. oTzfic,, 'eye, face', o'l^ic,, 'sight', oizatTz^, 'I

have seen', ottyj, 'an opening, hole', oaae (for

*ok^ye), 'the two eyes', Ojxfxa, 'eye'. From
*dq"-, a collateral form of *oq^-, derives Gk.
^<\>, gen. (OT161;, 'eye'. See eye and cp. omma,
ophthalmo-. Cp. also antelope, catoptric,Cecrops,

diopside, epopt, Etbiop, metope, myope, orthop-

tic, Oxyopidae, panoptic, panopticon, scioptic,

stenopaic, synoptic, and the combining forms

-ope, -opia, -ops, -opsia, -opsis, -opto-.

Derivatives: optic, n. (q.v.), optic-al, adj., optic-

al-ly, adv., optician (q.v.), optics (q.v.)

optic, n., an eye (colloq.) — Fr. prec. word.

optician, n., one who makes or sells optical in-

struments. — F. opticien, fr. ML. optica. See

next word and -ian.

optics, n., the science that deals with sight. — PI.

of the adjective optic, used as a noun, in render-

ing ML. optica (pi.), fr. Gk. xi oTtTizdt, 'op-

tics', neut. pi. of 67:tik6?, 'pertaining to the

eyes or sight'. See optic, adj., and -ics.

optimates, n. pi., the aristrocracy of ancient

Rome. — L. optimdtes, 'aristocrats', lit. 'ad-

herents of the best men', pi. of optimds, fr. op-

timus, 'best'. See optimism.

optime, n., one of the second class (senior optime)

or third class (Junior optime) in the mathemati-

cal Tripos at Cambridge University (differen-

tiated from the wranglers, i.e. those belonging

to the first class). — L., 'best', adv. fr. optimus.

See optimism.

optimism, n., 1) in philosophy, a) the doctrine of
Leibnitz that this world is the best possible

world; b) the belief that good will ultimately

prevail over evil in the world; 2) the tendency



optimist

to take a hopeful view of things. — F. optimis-

me, fr. L. optimum, neut. of optimus, 'best'

(used as superl. of bonus, 'good'), which prob.

stands for *opitumos, fr. base *opi-, seen in ops,

'wealth'; accordingly optimus orig. meant 'the

richest', but was used later in the senses 'the

most esteemed, the most distinguished, the

best'. See opulent and -ism. For the superl. suiT.

*-tumos see aftermost and cp. words there re-

ferred to. The term optimisme was coined by

the Jesuits. It first occurs in the Memoires de

Trevoux conducted by them (in the number for

February 1737, where it is introduced with the

words 'le systfeme de VOptimum ou VOpti-

misme').

optimist, n., a believer in optimism. — F. opti-

miste, fr. L. optimus, 'best'. See prec. word and

-ist.

Derivatives: optimist-ic, optimist-ic-al, adjs.,

optimist-ic-al-ly, adv.

optimum, n., the best condition, degree, etc. —
L., neut. of optimus, 'best'. See optimism.

option, n. — F., fr. L. optionem, ace. of optio,

'choice', fr. *opid, opere, pp. *optus, 'to choose',

whence optlvus, 'chosen', and the freq. verb op-

tdre, 'to choose, wish'. See opine and cp. opta-

tive. Cp. also adopt, coopt.

Derivatives: option, tr. v., option-al, adj., op-

tion-al-ly, adv.

opto-, combining form meaning vision, optic. —
Fr. Gk. oTTTo?, 'seen, visible', verbal adj. of

Sijjoixai, 'I shall see'. See optic.

optometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

power and range of vision. — Compounded of

opto- and Gk. (/.^Tpov, 'measure'; see meter,

'poetical rhythm'. The name optometer, which

orig. denoted an instrument for measuring focal

distances, was coined by Porterfield in 1738.

Derivatives : optometr-ist, n., optometr-y, n.

optophone, n., an instrument for converting light

energy into sound energy. — Compounded of

opto- and Gk. (ptovTj, 'sound, voice'. See phone.

opuience, also opulency, n., wealth; abundance.
— L. opulentia, fr. opulentus or opulens. See

next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

opulent, adj., wealthy; abundant.— L. opulentus,

or opulens, gen. -entis, 'wealthy, rich', lit. 're-

sourceful, powerful', formed with suff. -u-lentus,

resp. -u-lens, 'full of, abounding in, rich in', fr.

ops, gen. opis, 'strength, power, might, abun-

dance, plenty, wealth, riches, treasure', which is

rel. to opus, gen. operis, 'work, labor, exertion',

and cogn. with dp-n-as, 'produce, possession',

Avestic afnah-vant, 'rich in possession', Gk.

ofiTTvi^, 'corn, food', otxTWio?, 'of corn, nour-

ishing, "OfiTTvia, 'mother of corn' (a name of

the goddess Demeter), Lith. apstus, 'copious',

apstas, 'abundance". Cp. also the Latin PN.
Opsci, Osci, lit. 'the worshipers of Ops'. See

opus and -ulent and cp. Ops, optimism, Oscan,

ofiBce. Cp. also copious, copy.

Opuntia, n., a genus of plants, the prickly pear

1090

(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. Opuntia (herba), 'the

Opuntian plant', fem. of Opuntius, 'of Opus,

Opuntian', fr. OpUs, fr. Gk. 'Ottoui;, name of a

town in Locris (in Greece), where this plant

grew in abundance.

opus, n., a work; a composition, esp. a musical

composition. — L. opus, gen. operis, 'work,

labor, exertion', whence opera, 'service, pains,

work, labor', operdrl, 'to work, labor'; rel. to

ops, gen. opis, 'strength, power, might, abun-

dance, plenty, wealth, riches, treasure', and

cogn. with OI. dpas-, 'work', dpas-, 'work, reli-

gious act', OHG. uoben (fr. *dbjan), 'to start

work; to practice; to honor', MHG. iieben, G.

Hben, 'to exercise, practice', OHG. uoba, 'cele-

bration', uobo, 'farmer', MHG. uop, 'agricul-

ture; usage, custom', OS. obian, 'to celebrate',

Du. oefenen, ON. cefa, Dan. eve, 'to exercise,

practice', ON. efna, 'to accomplish', OE. sefnan,

efnan, 'to perform'. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. base *op- (Teut. *o6-), 'to work', orig.

used of agriculture, in Old Indian, Latin and

Teutonic appUed also to religious acts. See

opulent and cp. next word. Cp. also opera, oper-

ate, operetta, operose, average, 'feudal service',

inure.

opuscule, n., a small work. — L. opusculum,

dimin. of opus, 'work'. See opus and -cule.

oquassa, n., a small lake trout. — Named after

Oquassa Lake in Maine.

or, conj. indicating an alternative; often used in

correlation to either or whether. — ME. or, fr.

ME. other, outher, auther, 'either, or', fr. OE.
edda, odde rel. to OS. eddo, ON. eda, OHG.
odar, odo, eddo, MHG. oder, ode, G. oder, Goth.

ail>pau, OS. eftha, efthe, OFris. ieftha, MDu.
ofte, 'or'. The r in ME. other, OHG. odar, etc.,

is prob. due to the influence of either, resp.

OHG. wedar, 'neither'. Cp. nor.

or, conj. and prep., ere, before (archaic) — ME.
ar, or, fr. ON. dr, 'early' (adv.) See ere.

or, n. (her,), 1) gold; 2) the color yellow. — F.,

'gold', fr. L. aurum. See aureate and cp. oriole,

ormolu, oroide, orphrey, orpiment.

-or, suff. forming nouns of quality, state or con-

dition, as in error, terror. — ME. -our, fr. OF.
-our (F. -eur), fr. L. -drem, ace. of -or, fr. earlier

-OS, gen. -oris, a suff. added to verbal stems. In

Great Britain this suff. is usually spelled -our, in

correspondence with the OF. and ME. form.

The American spelling of this suff. is -or.

-or, suff. denoting an agent or an instrument. —
I) ME. -or, -our, fr. OE. -eor, -eur (F. -eur), fr.

L. -drem, ace. of -or, a suff. added to the pp.

stem of verbs (cp. e.g. actor, author); 2) ME.
-or, -our, fr. OF. -eor, -eur (F. -eur), fr. L. -dto-

rem, ace. of -dtor (cp. e.g. donor, emperor); see

-tor, -ator. Cp. the agential suff. -er. According

to the general rule, -or is added to words of

Latin, -er to those of English origin.

orach, orache, n., any plant of the genus Atrip/ex

— ME. arache, arage, fr. OF. arrachc (F. arro-

che), fr. VL. *atrapica, *atripica, fr. L. atriplex

(whence also It. atrepice), ultimately fr. Gk.
axpaqja^ui;, which is of unknown origin. Cp.
Atriplex.

oracle, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) fr. L. drdculum

(for *drd-tlom), 'divine announcement, oracle',

formed with instrumental suff. *-tlom fr. ord,

drdre, 'to speak, pray, beseech'. See oration,

oracular, adj. — L. drdculdrius, 'dealing in ora-

cles, prophetic', fr. drdculum. See oracle and -ar.

Derivatives: oracular-ly, adv., oracular-ity, n.

oral, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. ds,

gen. oris, 'mouth, face; opening, entrance, ori-

fice', fr. *dus-, whence the collective noun dra

(for *ds-d), 'border, coast'; cogn. with OI. ah,

as-dn, 'mouth', dsydm, 'mouth; opening', Aves-

tic ah-, 'mouth', Hitt. aish (gen. ishash), MIr. a,

'mouth', ON. dss, 'mouth of a river', OE. dr,

'beginning, origin, front', dra, 'bank, shore',

Alb. ana (for *ausnd), 'side, border'. Cp. coram,

orifice, orle, orotund, oscitancy, ostiary, ostiole,

usher, Auriga, vera.

Derivative: oral-ly, adv.

orange, n. — ME. orenge, orange, fr. MF. orenge

(F. orange), in pomme d'orenge, fr. It. arancia

(in Olt. melarancia, lit. 'orange-apple'), fr.

Arab, ndranj (whence also Sp. naranja. Port.

laranja, MGk. vspavT^ov), fr. Pers. ndrang, fr.

OI. ndrangdh, 'orange tree', which is of uncer-

tain origin. The change of nar-ange to or-ange is

prob. due to the influence of the name of the

town Orange, an important transit station for

the oranges bound for the north of France.

The usual explanation that the change mention-

ed is due to a confusion with F. or, 'gold' (see

aurum), must be abandoned owing to the fact

that originally and for many centuries the fruit

was called in French pomme d'orange, which
makes it probable that orange was regarded as a

place name. See Bloch-Wartburg, DELE., p.

425 s.v. orange.

Derivative: orange, adj.

orangeade, n., a drink made of orange juice,

water and sugar. — F., formed fr. orange on the

analogy of lemonade. See prec. word and -ade.

orangery, n., a place where orange trees are cul-

tivated. — F. orangerie, fr. orange. See orange

and -cry.

orangutan, n. — Malay, 'man of the woods, wild

man', fr. drang, 'man', and {h)utan, 'forest,

wild', used only of the savage tribes inhabiting

the Sunda Islands. The word was misunder-
stood by the Europeans and applied to this

anthropoid ape.

orate, intr. v., to make a long oration. — Back
formation from oration,

oration, n., a formal speech. — L. drdtid, gen.

-dnis, 'speaking, discourse, language, prayer', fr.

drdtus, pp. of drdre, 'to speak, pray, beseech',

which prob. derives from the l.-E. imitative base
*dr-, *^r-, which appears also in OI. dryanti,

'they praise', Homeric Gk. apifi, Att. apa (for

Orcadian

*apfa or *apafa), 'prayer, apao[jiat, 'I pray,

supplicate'. Arm. uranam, 'I deny', Hitt. ariya-,

'to ask the oracle', aruwa(i)-, 'to revere, wor-

ship'. Cp. orison, which is a doublet of oration.

Cp. also oracle, orator, oratorio, oratory, adore,

inexorable, peroration. L. drdre is not a deriva-

tive of ds, gen. dris, 'mouth' (see oral).

orator, n.— ME. oratour, fr. OF. oratour (F. ora-

teur), fr. L. drdtdrem, ace. of orator, 'speaker,

orator', fr. drdre. See prec. word.

Derivatives: orator-ic, orator-ic-al, adjs.,oraror-

ic-al-ly, adv.

oratorian, adj., pertaining to an oratory. — See

oratory and -an.

oratorio, n., a long musical composition, usually

with a text based on Scriptures (mus.) — It., fr.

Eccl. L. drdtdrium, 'place ofprayer' (see oratory,

'a small chapel'); so called from the oratory of

St. Philip Neri in Rome, where such composi-
tions were first performed.

oratory, n., the art of the orator, eloquence— L.

(ars) drdldria, 'oratorical art', fem. of drdtdrius,

'pertaining to an orator', fr. drdtor. See orator.

oratory, n., a small chapef— ME. oratorie, fr.

Eccl. L. drdtdrium, 'place of prayer' (whence

also F. oratoire), fr. L. dratdrius, 'pertaining to

prayer; pertaining to an orator'. See prec. word.

orb, n., a sphere, globe; the emblem of sover-

eignty.— MF. (= F.) orbe, fr. OF., fr. L. orbem,

ace. of orbis, 'circle, ring, round surface, disk',

whence orbita, 'rut or track made in the ground
by a wheel' ; of uncertain etymology. Cp. orbic-

ular, orbit.

Derivatives: orb, tr. v., to form into a circle; to

encircle, orb-y, adj.

orbicular, adj., having the shape of an orb; spher-

ical. — ME. orbiculer, fr. Late L. orbiculdris,

'circular, orbicular', fr. L. orbiculus, dimin. of

orbis. See orb and the suffixes -cule and -ar.

orbiculate, orbiculated, adj., orbicular. — See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ate, resp. also -ed.

orbit, n., the eye socket (anat.) — L. orbita, 'a

track or rut made in the ground by a wheel', fr.

orbis; see orb. In its anatomical sense the word
orbita was first used by Gerard of Cremona, the

translator of Avicenna's Canon. Cp. periorbita.

Derivatives: orbit-al, orbit-ary, adjs.

orbito-, combining form denoting t\\e orbit (anat.)

— See prec. word.

ore, n., the grampus.— L. orca, 'a kind of whale',

fr. Gk. opuY''. ace. of opu^, 'a kind of whale"; c

for g in L. orca is due either to contamination

with L. drca in the sense of 'butt, tun' (see ur-

ceolale), or to Etruscan influence. For the deri-

vation of the Latin word from a Greek accusa-

tive cp. Numidia and words there referred to.

Cp. next word and Orcinus.

orca, n., 1) a killer whale; 2) (cap.) the genus

consisting of the killer whale (zool.) — L., 'a

kind of whale'. See prec. word.
Orcadian, adj., I) pertaining to the Orkney Is-

lands; 2) a native of the Orkney Islands. —



Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Orcades, 'the

Orkney Islands'.

orchard, n. — ME., fr. OE. ortgeard, orceard, a

hybrid coined fr. VL. *orto (whence also It.

orto), 'garden', fr. L. hortus, of s.m., and OE.
geard, 'enclosure, yard'. Cp. the rel. Goth.

aiirtigards, 'orchard', a hybrid coined fr. VL.

*orto and Goth, gards, 'house', and see horti-

culture and yard, 'enclosure'.

Derivatives: orchard, tr. v., orchard-ing, n.,

orchard-ist, n.

orchestic, adj., pertaining to dancing. — Gk.

6px7;oTtx6i;, fr. opxTjaTrj?, 'dancer'. See orches-

tra and adj. sufT. -ic.

orchestics, n., the art of dancing. — See prec.

word and -ics.

orchestra, n., 1) in the Greek theater, the place

where the chorus danced ; 2) in the modern the-

ater, the space between the stage and auditori-

um, reserved for the musicians. — L. orchestra,

fr. Gk. 6pxif](JTpa, 'place in the theater in which

the chorus danced', ht. 'place for dancing',

formed with -Tpa, a suff. denoting place, from

the stem of h^x^la^ai, 'to dance', which is

cogn. with OI. rghdydti, 'trembles, rages, raves',

fr. l.-E. base *ergh-, which is prob. an enlarge-

ment of base *er-, *or-, 'to set in motion',

whence opvuvoct 'to rouse, stir up', L. oriri, 'to

rise'. See orient, n. For the suff. -tra in orchestra

cp. palaestra.

Derivatives: orchestr-al, adj., orchestr-ate, tr. v.,

to write or arrange music for an orchestra, or-

chestr-ation, n., the writing or arranging of

music for an orchestra.

orchestrion, n., a large musical box resembling a

barrel organ. See orchestra.

orchi-, combining form denoting a testicle or the

testicles. — See orchio-.

orchid, n.— Fr. ModL. Orchideae, later Orchida-

ceae (see Orcliidaceae), fr. L. orchis, fr. Gk.

op/i;, 'testicle', also 'orchis' (so called from the

resemblance of the roots to testicles), which is

cogn. witn Avestic r zi (dual), 'testicles'. Arm.
orji-k\ 'testicles', or/7, 'not castrated', Alb.

herSe (for *erdE), 'testicle', Lith. efzilas, 'stal-

lion', Mir. uirgge, Ir. uirge, 'testicle'.

orchid-, form of orchido- before a vowel.

Orchidaceae, n. pi., the orchid family {bot.) —
ModL., incorrectly formed fr. L. orchis, whose

gen. was supposed to be orchidis (in reality, the

gen. is orchis) See orcliid and -aceae.

orchidaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

orchido-, before a vowel orchid-, combining form

meaning 1) testicle; 2) orchid. — In the first

sense orchido- is derived fr. op/iSot;, errone-

ously formed gen. of op/i:, 'testicle.' (the correct

forms of the gen. are op/toi;, op/EOji;). In the

second sense orchido- stands for orchid. See

orchid.

orchldology, n., that branch of botany which

deals with orchids. — Compounded of orchido-

and Gk. -Xo-yta, fr. -X6yoi;, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner) ; one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: orchidolog-ist, n.

orchidotomy, n., incision into a testicle {med.) —
Compounded of orcliido- and Gk. -Tofxta, 'a

cutting of, fr. T)\>.i\, 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

orchiectomy, n., excision of a testicle (med.) —
Compounded of orchi- and Gk. -£XTO(j.ta, 'a

cutting out of, fr. exTO(/,r), 'a cutting out'. See

-ectomy.

orchil, n. — The same as archil.

orchio-, before a vowel orchi-, combining form

denoting a testicle or the testicles. — Fr. Gk.

opx'?> gen. opxio?, 'testicle'. See orchid.

orchiotomy, n., orchidotomy. — See prec. word
and orciiidotomy.

Orchis, n., a genus of plants of the orchid family

(bot.) — L. orchis, fr. Gk. opyi?, 'testicle;

orchid'. See orchid.

orchitic, adj., pertaining to, or affected with, or-

chitis. — See next word and -itic.

orchitis, n., inflammation of the testicles (med.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. opxi?) 'testicle'. See or-

chid and -itis.

orchotomy, n., removal of one or both testicles;

castration (med.) — Gk. opxoxojjiia, com-

pounded of opxi?, 'testicle', and -Topi,ia 'a

cutting of, fr. TO(i-ifj, 'a cutting'. See orcho-

and -tomy.

orcin, n., orcinol. — See orcinol.

orcinol, also orcui, n., a colorless crystalline com-
pound, C.H, • CH3(OH)2 (chem.) — Fr. It. or-

cello, 'archil'. See archil and the chem. suffixes

-in and -ol.

Orcinus, n., a genus of whales, the killer whale

(zool.) — ModL., fr. L. orca, 'a kind of whale'.

See ore, orca.

Orcus, n., 1) the lower world. Hades; 2) the god

of the lower world; Pluto (Roman mythol.) —
L., of uncertain origin.

ordain, tr. v. — ME. ordeinen, fr. OF. ordener (F.

ordonner), 3 pers. ordeine, fr. L. ordindre, 'to set

in order, arrange, to order', fr. ordo, gen. ordi-

nis. See order and cp. ordinal. Cp. also ornament.

Derivatives: ordain-able, adj., ordain-er, n., or-

dain-ment, n.

ordeal, n., 1) a primitive form of trial to test guilt

or innocence; 2) a trying experience. — ME.
ordal, fr. OE. orddl, ordel (rel. to OS. urdeli,

OFris. ordel, urdel, Du. oordeel, OHG., MHG.,
G. urteil, 'judgment'), lit. 'that which is dealt

out', fr. or-, 'out', and dxl, 'deal'. See intensive

pref. a- and deal, 'part, share', and cp. the first

element in ort.

order, n. — ME. ordre, order, fr. MF. (= F.)

ordre, fr. OF. ordene, fr. L. ordinem, ace. ofordo,

'a straight row, regular series, order, class, rank',

which is rel. to ordirf, 'to begin a web, lay the

warp, begin', and cogn. with Gk. opSeiv, 'to be-

gin a web', opSixov (ace.), 'a little tunic, a

short coat' (Hesych.) ; possibly derived fr. I.-E.

base *ar-, 'to join (see article); not related to
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base *or-, 'to rouse, stir up'. Cp. ordain, ordi-

nance, ordinary, ordinate, ordination, coordinate,

exordium, inordinate, subordinate, primordial.

Derivatives: order, tr. v., order-ly, adj. and n.,

order-li-ness, n.

ordinal, adj. — Late L. ordindlis, 'denoting an
order of succession', fr. L. ordo, gen. ordinis.

See order and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: ordinal, n., an ordinal number.
ordinal, n., a book containing prescribed forms

to be used at ceremonies. — ME., fr. ML. or-

dinate, prop. neut. of Late L. ordindlis, 'de-

noting an order of succession', used as a noun.

See prec. word.

ordinance, n., a decree. — ME. ordenaunce, 'or-

dinance', fr. MF. ordenance (F. ordonnance). See

ordain and -ance and cp. ordnance, ordonance.

ordinand, n., a candidate for ordination. — L.

ordinandus, gerundive of ordinare, 'to ordain'.

See ordain. For other Latin gerundives or their

derivatives used in English cp. agenda and words
there referred to.

ordinary, adj. — ME. ordinarie, fr. L. ordinarius,

'regular usual', fr. ordo, gen. -inis. See order

and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives : ori/inary, n. (q.v.), ordinari-ly, adv.,

ordinari-ness, n.

ordinary, n., 1) an officer holding jurisdiction in

his own right and not as a deputy; 2) a set meal
served at a fixed price. — Fr. prec. word.

ordinate, n. (math.) — L. (lined) ordlnata, 'paral-

lel (line)', fem. of ordinatus, 'well ordered', pp.
of ordindre. See ordain and adj. suff. -ate and cp.

co-ordinate,

ordination, n., the act of ordaining. — L. ordind-

tid, gen. -onis, 'a setting in order, arrangement',

fr. ordinatus, pp. of ordindre. See ordain and
-ation.

ordinee, n., one who is being ordained. — L.

ordinatus, 'set in order; ordered', pp. ofordindre.

See ordain and -ee.

ordnance, n., cannon, artillery. — Contraction of
ordinance (q.v.), which formerly meant also

'battle array; host in array'.

ordonnance, n., 1) arrangement of parts; 2) or-

dinance, decree. — F., fr. ordonner, 'to order'.

See ordinance.

Ordovician, adj., pertaining to the period follow-

ing the Cambrian and preceding the Silurian

(geol.) — Coined by the English geologist

Charles Lapworth (1842-1920) from Ordovices,

the Latin name of an ancient British tribe in-

habiting Wales. For the ending see suff. -ian.

ordure, n., dung, filth, manure. — ME., fr. OF.
(= F.) ordure, fr. OF. (= F.) ord, 'filthy', fr. L.

horridus, 'rough, rude, causing horror, terrible'.

See horrid and -ure.

ore, n. —
• ME. oor, or, fr. OE. ar, ser, 'brass', rel.

to ON. eir, 'brass, copper', OHG. er, 'brass',

OHG., MHG. erin, G. ehern, 'brazen', Goth.
aiz, 'bronze*, and cogn. with OI. dyab (gen.

dyasalt), Avestic ayo (gen. ayanhd), L. aes, gen.

aeris, 'brass', fr. I.-E. *d^os-, which is perh. a

derivative of Ayashya, later form of Alashya,

ancient name of Cyprus, hence I.-E. *a''os

would have meant orig. 'the Cyprian metal'.

Cp. aeneous, aes, aerarian, aerugineous, era, es-

teem; see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., 1, 19 s.v. aes.

For sense development cp. L. cuprum, 'copper',

fr. Kunpo?, ancient name of Cyprus (see cop-

per).

ore, n., a Dan. and Norw., resp. Swed. coin,

equal in value to 1/100 of a krone, resp. krona.

— Dan. and Norw. ere or Swed. ore, fr. L.

aureus, a gold coin, prop, subst. use of the adj.

aureus, 'of gold, golden', fr. aurum, 'gold'. See

aureate,

oread, n., a mountain nymph (Greek mythol.) —
L. Oreas, gen. -adis, fr. Gk. 'Opsta;, gen. -(xSoq,

fr. Spoc, 'mountain'. See oro-, 'mountain-', and
-ad.

orectic, adj., pertaining to desire or appetite, ap-

petitive (philos.) — Gk. opsxTixog, 'appetitive',

fr. opsxTo?, 'stretched out', verbal adj. of ops-

Y£iv, 'to stretch out, reach after', which is cogn.

with L. regere, 'to keep straight, guide, lead,

conduct, direct, rule, reign'. See regent, adj.,

and -ic.

oreide, n. — A var. of oroide,

oregano, n., any of several plants of the mint

family. — Sp., 'wild marjoram', fr. L. origanus,

origanum, fr. Gk. opetyavov, optyavov. See Ori-

ganum.

Orestes, n., son of Agamemnon and Clytemnes-

tra and friend of Pylades (Greek mythol.) — L.,

fr. Gk. 'Op£(jT7)<;, lit. 'mountaineer', fr. opo?,

'mountain'. See oro-, 'mountain-'.

orfe, n., a variety of the ide. — G. Orf, fr. F.

orphe, fr. L. orfus, a kind of fish, fr. Gk. 6p9a)v

orfiptpcj?, 'great sea perch', which is perh. rel.

to 6p9v6<;, 'dark', fipipvT), 'darkness', and cogn.

with OHG. erpf, 'brown', OE. eorp, earp, 'dark,

dusky*, ON. jarpr, 'dark brown'.

organ, n. — ME. organe, 'a musical instrument',

fr. L. organum, fr. Gk. fipyavov, 'instrument;

bodily organ; musical instrument', which is rel.

to 8pyia (for *f6pyia), 'secret rites, orgies',

and in gradational relationship to Spyov (for

•f£pyov), 'work'. See work and cp. orgy, ergon,

energy,

organdie, organdy, n., a fine transparent muslin.

— F. organdi, of unknown origin.

organic, adj. — L. organicus, fr. Gk. opyavixoc,

'serving as an organ or instrument", fr. opyavov.

See organ and adj. suff. -ic and cp. homorganic.

Derivative: organic-al-ly, adv.

organism, n. — Formed fr. organ with suff.

-ism.

organist, n. — MF. (= F.) organiste, fr. ML.
organista, 'one who plays on an organ', fr. L.

organum, in the sense of 'musical instrument*.

See organ and -ist.

organization, n. — ME. organizacion, fr. MF.
(= F.) organisation, fr. ML. organizStidnem,



organize

ace. of organizatio, fr. organizdtus, pp. of orga-

nizare. See next word and -ation.

organize, tr. and intr. v. — ME. organysen, fr.

ML. organizdre, prob. through the medium of

MF. (= F.) organiser, fr. L. organum, 'organ'.

See organ and -ize.

Derivatives: organiz-able, adj., organiz-er, a.

organo-, combining form denoting relation to an

organ or organs. — Gk. opyavo-, fr. ofytf^a-^,

'organ'. See organ.

organography, n., description of the organs of

animals or plants. — Compounded of organo-

and Gk. -Ypa9ia, fr. ypacpetv, 'to write'. See

-graphy.

Derivatives : organograph-ic, organograph-ic-al,

adjs., organograph-ist, n.

organology, n., that branch of biology which

deals with the organs of animals and plants. —
Compounded of organo- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-X6yo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: organolog-ic, organolog-ic-al, adjs.,

organolog-ist, n.

organon, n., a system of philosophic investiga-

tion— Gk. opyavov, 'instrument, organ' (often

used as the title of works on logic). See organ,

organotherapy, n., treatment of diseases with ex-

tracts from animal organs. — Compounded of

organo- and Gk. S^epaTrsia, 'a waiting on, serv-

ice, attendance'. See -therapy.

organum, n., an organon. — L., 'instrument,

organ', fr. Gk. opyavov. See organon.

organzine, n., a fine kind of silk made of several

threads twisted together. — F. organsin, fr. It.

organzino, fr. Urgendj, a town in Russian

Turkestan.

Derivative: organzine, tr. and intr. v.

orgasm, n., violent excitement, paroxysm; specif.

the height of sexual excitement. — F. orgasme,

fr. Gk. 4pyaCT[i6?, 'swelling', fr. opySv, 'to

swell with moisture, teem, lust', fr. c»p^,-ir), 'im-

pulse, excitement, anger', which is prob. cogn.

with OI. Hrjd, 'nourishment, sap, vigor', Olr.

fere, ferg, 'anger'. Cp. orgiastic.

orgeat, n., a beverage made of barley water fla-

vored with almonds. — F., fr. OProveng. orjat,

fr. F. orge, 'barley', fr. L. hordeum, "barley'. See

Hordeum.

orgiastic, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, an

orgy. — Gk. 4pyiaciTi,y.i;, fr. opytaoT/;;. 'one

who celebrates orgies", fr. opyia^Eiv, 'to cele-

brate orgies', fr. opyia. 'secret rites, orgies'. See

orgy, -ast and adj. sutf. -ic.

orgy, n., 1) secret rites, esp. those connected with

the worship of Dionysus or Bacchus ; 2) revelry.

— MF. (= F.) orgie, fr. L. orgia (x>\.), fr. Gk.

Spyia (pi.), 'secret rites, orgies', which prob.

stands for *f6pyia and is rel. to opyocvov (for

* fopyavov
)

, 'instrument, bodily organ, musical

instrument'. See organ.

-orial, adj. suff., usually corresponding to nouns

ending in -cry (as in territorial), sometimes to
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nouns ending in -or (as in cantorial). — Com-
pounded of subst. suffix -ory and adj. suff. -al,

resp. subst. suff. -or and adj. suff. -al.

Oribatidae, n. pi., a family of oval mites (zool.)—
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Oribates,

name of the type genus, fr. Gk. ipsipaxYji;,

'mountain-ranging', which is compounded of

opo?, 'mountain', and the stem of paiveiv, 'to

go'. See oro-, 'mountain-' and base, n.

oribi, n., any of several species of small African

antelopes. — S. African Du., from Hottentot

arab.

orichalc, n., a yellow metal highly prized by the

ancient Greeks. — L. orichalcum, fr. Gk. opet-

XaXKO?, lit. 'mountain copper', fr. opo?,

'mountain', and yaXxo?, 'copper'. See oro-,

'mountain', and chalco-, and cp. aurichalcite.

oriel, n., a large recessed window (archit.)— ME.,

fr. MF. oriol, fr. ML. oriolum, 'porch, gallery',

fr. VL. *auraeolum, dissim. fr. aulaeolum, 'a small

chapel, shrine', dimin. of aulaeum, 'curtain', fr.

Gk. auXaia, of s.m., fr. auXr], 'the open court

before the house; the court; chamber'. See

aula,

orient, n., 1) the east {poetic); 2) {cap.) the East;

adj. I) oriental; 2) shining, bright, brilUant. —
ME., fr. MF. (= F.) orient, fr. L. orientem, ace.

of oriens, 'the rising sun, east', prop. pres. part,

of orior, orirl, 'to rise, become visible, appear',

fr. I.-E. base *er-, *or-, 'to set in motion, stir up,

raise', whence also L. origd, gen. originis, 'a be-

ginning, source, origin', Ol. rnSti, rnvdti, 'rises,

moves', drta, 'he set out, moved' (intr.), Avestic

ar-, 'to move' (both tr. and intr.), OPers. rasatiy,

'he comes'. Arm. y-afnem, 'I rise, get up', Gk.

opvjvai, 'to rouse, start, chase", Epvo?, 'shoot,

twig, sprout', Goth, rinnan, OE. irnan, rinnan,

'to flow, run', Toch. A ar-, B er-, 'to call forth',

Hitt. arnuzzi, 'causes to go', ari, 'arrives'. Base

*er- appears enlarged into *erei- in Gk. ep^-?.

'discord', oplvsw, 'to stir up, rouse', L. ri-vus,

'brook, water course', ir-ri-tdre, 'to excite, stim-

ulate'. Cp. origin, abort, abortion. Cp. also ar-

tha, congruent, erethism, Eris, Erinys, Evernia,

1st irritate, orchestra, oro-, Ortalis, russud. Cp.

also rival and words there referred to.

orient, tr. v. — F. orienter, 'to set toward the east',

fr. MF., fr. orient, 'east'. See orient, n.

oriental, adj., 1) eastern; 2) (cap.) pertaining to

the Orient or East, Eastern ; n., (cap.) a native of

the Orient. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. orien-

talis, 'pertaining to the east. Eastern, Oriental',

fr. oriens, gen. orientis, 'the rising sun, east". See

orient, n.

Orientalism, n., oriental character, oriental pe-

culiarity ; the study of the oriental languages.—
Formed with suff. -ism fr. L. orientdlis. See

oriental.

Orientalist, n., a student of the oriental languages.

— Formed with suff. -ist fr. L. orientdlis. See

oriental.

Orientalize, tr. v., to make Oriental; intr. v., to

fi.
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become Oriental.— Formed with suff. -ize fr. L.

orientdlis. See oriental,

orientate, tr. v., to orient; intr. v., to face east. —
See orient, n., and verbal suff. -ate.

orientation, n. — F. orientation, fr. orienter, 'to

set toward the east'. See orient, v., and -ation.

orifice, n., an opening, aperture. — MF. (=F.),

fr. L. orificium, 'an opening', lit. 'mouth-

making', fr. OS, gen. oris, 'mouth', and -ficere,

unstressed form oi facere, 'to make, do'. See

oral and fact,

oriflamme, n., the ancient battle standard of the

kings of France, the banner of St. Denis; any

standard. — ME. orifiamble, fr. MF. oriflamble,

orifiambe, oriflamme, fr. OF., fr. ML. aurea

flamma, lit. 'golden flame', fr. L. aurum, 'gold',

and fiamma, 'flame'. See aureate and flame,

origan, n., marjoram. — ME. origane, fr. OF.

origane, origan (F. origan), fr. L. origanum. See

next word.

Origanum, n., a genus of plants, the wild marjo-

ram (bot.) — L. origanum, fr. Gk. opeiyavov,

optyavov, 'wild marjoram, origan', compound-

ed of opo?, 'mountain' (see oro-, 'mountain'),

andyavoi;, 'brightness, ornament', which is rel.

to yavufxat, 'I rejoice', yaito (for *yaf-tco), 'I

rejoice, exult', -yTjS-Eoj, Dor. ya-S-ew (for*yafE-

^ia], '1 rejoice', and cogn. with L. gaudere, 'to

rejoice'. See gaud, 'ornament', and cp. words

there referred to.

Origenism, n., the doctrines held by Origen of

Alexandria (cca. 185-253), who taught a three-

fold (: i.e. literal, moral and mystical) interpreta-

tion of Scriptures. — For the ending see suff.

-ism.

origin, n. — ME. origine, fr. MF. (= F.) origine,

fr. L. originem, ace. oiorigo, 'beginning, source,

origin", from the stem of oriri, 'to rise, become

visible, appear'. See orient,n., and cp. aboriginal,

aborigines,

original, adj.— ME., fr. OF. (=- F.), fr. L. origi-

ndlis, 'primitive, original', fr. origd, gen. originis.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: original (q.v.), original-ly, adv.

original, n. — F., fr. original, adj. See prec. word.

originality, n. — F. originalite, fr. original. See

original, adj., and -ity.

originate, tr. v., to bring into existence; intr. v., to

come into existence. — Formed fr. origin with

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: originat-ion, n., originat-ive, adj.,

originat-ive-ty, adv., originat-or, n.

orillion, n., a projection at the shoulder of a bas-

tion. — F. oreillon, orillon, prop, "a small ear',

dimin. of oreille, 'ear', fr. L. auricula, dimin. of

auris, 'ear'. See ear, 'organ of hearing", and cp.

auricle,

orinasal, adj., pertaining to the nose and mouth

;

(of sounds) pronounced both through the mouth

and nose. — Compounded of L. ds, gen. oris,

'mouth', and Late L. nasdlis, 'pertaining to the

nose'. See oral and nasal.

Ul lldlilClll.

oriole, n., I) any bird of the family Oriolidae; 2)

any of various American birds of the family

Icteridae. — F. oriol, fr. OF., fr. ML. oryolus,

fr. L. aureolus, 'golden', dimin. of aureus, fr.

aurum, 'gold'. See aureate and dimin. suff. -ole.

Oriolidae, n. pi., a family of birds (ornithol.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -Idae fr. ModL. orio-

lus, fr. ML. oryolus. See prec. word.

Orion, n., 1) a giant hunter slain by Artemis and

made into a constellation {Greek mythai.) ; 2) a

constellation near Taiu"is (astron.) — L. Orion,

fr. Gk. 'flptcijv, which is of uncertain origin.

-orious, adj. suff. meaning 'pertaining to, serving

to', as in meritorious. — Compounded of L. ori-

in -ori-us (see adj. suff. -ory) and -ous.

orison, n. (usually in pi.), prayer.— ME. oreisun,

fr. OF. oreison, orison (F. oraison), fr. L. drdtid-

nem, ace. of drdtid, 'speech, prayer'. See oration

and cp. words there referred to.

-orium, subst. suff. denoting 'a place or a thing

used for something', as in auditorium, 'a place

for hearing'.— L. -drium, prop. neut. of the adj.

suff. -drills. See adj. and subst. suff. -ory.

Orlando, masc. PN. — Italian form of Roland

(q.v.)

orle, n., a narrow border following the outline of

the shield (her.) — MF. (= F.) orle, fr. orler (F.

ourler), 'to border, edge, hem', fr. VL. *druldre

(whence also It. orlare, 'to border, edge, hem'),

fr. VL. *drulus (whence also It. orto, 'border,

edge, hem'), dimin. formed fr. L. ora, 'margin,

border'; see oral. Sp. orla, 'border, fringe'

(whence orlar, 'to border, edge'), derives fr. VL.

*drula, dimin. of L. dra.

Orleans, n., 1) a kind of purple plum) ; 2) worsted-

and-cotton fabric.— In both senses named after

the city of Orleans, south of Paris.

orlop, n., the lowest deck of a ship. — Du. over-

loop, 'deck of a ship", lit. 'that which runs over',

fr. overlopen, 'to run over'; (see over and leap);

so called because it covers the ship's hold.

Ormazd, n., the principle of good in the Zoro-

astrian religion. — Pers., fr. OPers. Auramazda,

fr. Avestic Ahuramazda, lit. 'wise lord', a com-

pound of ahura-, 'a god, a good spirit' (see

ahura), and ma(n)dzdhd-, 'wise', which is a com-

pound formed from the I.-E. bases *men-dh-, 'to

apply oneself to', and *dhe-, 'to put, place'.

From base *men-dh- derives also OI. medhd,

'wisdom, intelhgence'. For other derivatives of

this base see mathematical. For base *dhe- see

do and cp. theme, fact,

ormer, n., a gastropod moUusk, Haliotis tuber-

culata; an ear shell. — Dial. F. (Channel Is-

lands), fr. F. ormier, fr. L. auris maris, 'sea ear'

(see ear, 'organ of hearing', and mere, 'sea'); so

called in allusion to its shape.

ormolu, n., an alloy of copper, zinc and tin, re-

sembling gold. — F. or moulu, 'ground gold',

fr. or, 'gold', and moulu, pp. of moudre, 'to

grind, mill". See aureate and meal, 'edible grain".

ornament, n., an adornment, decoration, em-



bellishment.— ME. ornement, ornament, fr. OF.
ornement, fr. L. orndmentum, 'equipment, dec-

oration, ornament', fr. orndre, 'to fit out, equip,

decorate, adorn', which is contracted fr. *6r<Hi)-

ndre, 'to set in order, arrange'. See ordain and

-ment and cp. ornate, adorn, suborn.

Derivatives: ornament, tr. v., ornament-al, adj.,

ornament-al-ly, adv., ornament-al-ness, n., or-

nament-ation, n., ornament-er, n.

ornate, adj., richly adorned. — ME. ornat; fr. L.

orndtus, 'adorned', pp. oi orndre. See prec. word

and adj. sufF. -ate.

Derivatives: ornate-ly, adv., ornate-ness, n.

ornery, adj. (dial, or vulgar). — Corruption of

ordinary.

omis, n., avifauna. — Gk. 6pvi?, 'bird'. See

omitho-.

omith-, form of omitho- before a vowel.

ornithic, adj., pertaining to, or characteristic of,

birds. — Gk. 6pvti>i>c6(;, 'of birds', fr. opvt<;,

gen. opviS-o?, 'bird'. See omitho- and adj. suff. -ic.

ornithine, also omithin, n., an amino acid,

CjHjjO^Nj, found in the urine and excrements

of birds (biochem.) — Formed fr. Gk. 6pviq,

gen. 6pvT*o?, 'bird' (see omitho-), with chem.

suff. -ine, resp. -in.

omitho-, before a vowel omith-, combining form

meaning 'bird'. — Gk. 6pvTi'>o-, 6pvi&-, fr.

8pviq, gen. opvlftog, 'bird', which is cogn. with

Goth, ara, OE. earn, 'eagle'. See eme and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also Ortalis.

Omithogalum, n., a genus of plants, the star of

Bethlehem (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. opvtfto-

YaXov, 'the star of Bethlehem', which is com-

pounded of Spvi;, gen. opvi'&o?, 'bird', and

yiXa, 'milk'. See omitho- and galactic.

ornithology, n., that branch of zoology which

deals with birds.— ModL. ornithologia, fr. Gk.
6pvii>oX6voc, 'one who speaks of birds', which

is compounded of opvt?, gen. opvT&oi;, 'bird'

(see omitho-), and -Xiyo?, 'one who speaks (in

a certain manner); one who deals (with a cer-

tain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : ornitholog-ic, ornitholog-ic-at, adjs.,

ornitholog-ist, n.

omithomancy, n., augury, divination by the ob-

servation of the flight of birds. — Gk. opvT&o-

[iavTEia, compounded of opvK;, gen. opvT^oi;,

'bird', and [xavreia, 'oracle, divination'. See

omitho- and -mancy.

omithorhyncbus, n., a duckbill. — ModL., com-

pounded of omitho- and Gk. puyxo?, 'snout,

beak', which is of imitative origin. See rhyncho-

and cp. words there referred to.

omithoscopy, n., augury. — Gk. opviS^ooxoTtia,

lit. 'observation of birds', fr. 6pvrdocrx6jro;,

'augur', lit. 'observer of birds', fr. opvi?, gen.

Spvi'E^oi;, 'bird', and <Txon6Q, 'watcher, exam-

iner'. See omitho- and -scopy.

oro-, combining form meaning 'mountain', as in

orography. — Gk. 6po-, fr. 6poe, 'mountain',

which is cogn. with OI. i}vdh, 'high', fr. I.-E.
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base *er-, *or-, 'to set in motion, raise', whence

also L. orior, orlri, 'to rise'. See orient, adj., and

cp. oread, Orestes.

oro-, combining form meaning 'oral and'. — Fr.

L. OS, gen. oris, 'mouth'. See oral.

Orobanchaceae, n. pi., the broomrape family

(bot.)— ModL., formed fr. Orobanche with suff.

-aceae.

orobanchaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Orobanche, n., a genus of plants, the broomrape

(bot^— L., 'broomrape', fr. Gk. opopdcyxTj, lit.

'the plant that chokes the vetch', compounded
of 8po|io?, 'vetch', and Sy^jeiv, 'to choke'. For
the first element see Ervum. The second element

derives fr. I.-E. base *angh-, 'to press, choke',

whence also L. angere, 'to throttle, torment'. See

anger and cp. words there referred to.

orography, n., that branch of physical geography

which deals with mountains. — Compounded of

1st oro- and Gk. -ypacpta, fr. ypd(9eiv, 'to

write'. See -graphy.

Derivatives: orograph-ic, orograph-ic-al, adjs.

oroide, n., an alloy of copper and zinc or tin, re-

sembling gold and used in making imitation

jewellery. — F. oreide, a hybrid coined fr. F. or,

'gold', and Gk. -oeiSy)?, 'like', fr. eISo;, 'form,

shape'. See or, 'gold', and -oid.

orology, n., the study of mountains, orography.

— Compounded of 1st oro- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

orometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

height of mountains. — Compounded of 1st

oro- and Gk. [x^irpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

Derivative: orometr-ic, adj.

Orontium, n., a genus of plants, the golden club

(bot.) — ModL., prob. fr. Orontes, a river of

Syria. For the ending see 1st suff. -ium.

orotund, adj., 1) full, resonant (said of the voice);

2) pompous, bombastic (said of the style of

utterance). — L. (Horace, Ars Poetica, 323) ore

rotunda, 'with a round mouth", abl. of os ro-

tundum, fr. ds, gen. oris, 'mouth', and neut. of

rotundus, 'round'. See oral and rotund.

Derivative: orotund-ity, n.

orphan, n. — Late L. orphanus, fr. Gk. optpavoc,

'without father or mother, orphaned', which is

cogn. with L. orbus, 'bereft', OI. drbhah, 'weak,

child'. Arm. orb, 'orphan', arbaneak, 'servant,

assistant', Olr. orbe, orpe, 'heir', OSlav. rabu,

'slave', rabota, 'servitude, slavery', Goth, arbja,

OHG. arpeo, erbo, MHG., G. erbe (m.),

OFris. erva, ON. arfi, OE. ierfa, 'heir', Goth.

arbi, OHG. arbi, erbi, MHG., G. erbe (n.),

OFris. erve, OS. erbi, OE. ierfe, 'inheritance',

Goth, arbaips, 'hardship, toil, work', OHG.
arabeit, MHG. arebeit, arbeit, of s.m., G. Arbeit,

'work', OFris. arbed, OS. arabedQ), ON. erfidi,

OE. earfod, 'hardship, suffering, trouble'. Cp.

robot.
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Derivatives: orphan, adj., orphan-age, n.

Orphean, adj., pertaining to Orpheus.— Formed
with suff. -an fr. L. Orpheus, fr. Gk. 'Opcpsto?,

'of Orpheus", fr. 'Opcpsui;, 'Orpheus'. See next

word.

Orpheus, n., the famous singer of Thrace, son of

CEagrus and Calliope, and husband of Eurydice

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'Op9Eui;, which

is of uncertain origin.

Orphic, adj., 1) pertaining to Orpheus or the rites

and mysteries connected with him; 2) mystic.—
L. Orphicus, fr. Gk. 'OpcpixAi;, fr. 'Op9eut;. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

Orphism, n., the religious system of the Orphic

mysteries. — See Orpheus and -ism.

orphrey, n., gold embroidery; gold-embroidered

band. — ME., fr. MF. orfreis (F. orfrois), fr.

Late L. auriphrygium, 'gold embroidery', fr. L.

aurum, 'gold', and neut. of Phrygius, 'Phrygian'.

See aureate and Phrygian,

orpiment, n., arsenic trisulfide, As^S, — ME. or-

pemente, fr. MF. (= F.) orpiment, fr. L. auri-

pigmentum, 'ointment', which is compounded of

aurum, 'gold", and pigmentum, 'coloring mat-

ter'. See aureate and pigment. For the sense

development of L. auripigmentum fr. aurum,

'gold', cp. Pers. zarniq, 'orpiment', fr. zar, 'gold'

(see arsenic).

orpine, orpin, n., stonecrop, Sedum telephium. —
F. orpin, 'stonecrop', lit. 'a plant with yellow

flowers', shortened fr. orpiment. See prec. word.

Orpington, n., a breed of domestic fowl.—Named
after Orpington, a village in Kent, England.

orra, adj., odd ; extra ; superfluous.— Dial. Scot.

;

of uncertain origin.

orrery, n., an apparatus showing the motions of

the planets. — Called by its inventor Rowley

after the name of his patron Charles Boyle, 4th

Earl of Orrery.

orrho-, combining form meaning 'serum'. — Gk.

oppo-, fr. opfoc or opo;, 'watery fluid, whey',

which is cogn. with L. serum, of s.m. See serum.

orris, n., gold or silver lace or braid. — Corrup-

tion of OF. orphreis. See orphrey.

orris, n., the Florentine iris. — Prob. fr. ML.
yreos, 'orris root', which is identical with Gk.

EpEcoc, gen. of Ipse, 'iris'. See iris.

Orson, masc. PN.— Fr. F. ourson, dimin. of ours,

'bear', fr. L. ursus (see Ursus). The spelling

Orson was influenced by It. orso, 'bear".

ort, n., remnants of food left from the meal. —
Prob. rel. to earlier Ou. oor-aete, oor-ete,

'remains of food", which is formed fr. pref. oor-

and eten, 'to eat". Du. pref. oor- is rel. to

E. pref. or- in ordeal. Du. eten is rel. to OE.

etan; see eat.

Ortalidae, n. pi., a family of Diptera (entomol.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk. op-

xaXt?, 'young bird". See next word.

Ortalis, n., a genus of guans (ornithol.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. ipTaXi;, 'young bird', which is prob.

rel. to Spvii;, 'bird'. See omitho-.

ortho-, before a vowel orth-, combining form

meaning 'straight; rectangular; regular; true,

correct'. — Gk. op^o-, fr. 6p-9^6(;, 'straight;

right, true, exact; genuine; upright, righteous',

for *fop3^f6(; (cp. Dor. Popd6-) ; cognate with

OI. Urdhvdh, 'high', vdrdhate, 'causes to grow',

L. arduus, 'high, lofty, steep'. See arduous and

cp. vriddhi.

Orthocarpus, n., a genus of plants of the figwort

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of ortho-

and Gk. >cap7r6i;, 'fruit'. See carpel.

orthocephalic, also orthocephalous, adj., having

the breadth of the skull from about i to J of the

length; intermediate between dolicho- and bra-

chycephalic.— Lit. 'right-headed', compounded
of ortho- and Gk. xE9aXY], 'head'. See cephalic,

resp. cephalous.

orthochromatic, adj., producing true relations of

light and shade. —• Compounded of ortho- and

Gk. xp'*lj'°'T''>"i?. 'relating to color', fr. xp6>(ia,

gen. y_(ii)]j.^-:oc„ 'color'. See chromatic.

orthoclase, n., potash feldspar (mineral.) — G.

Orthoclas, coined by A. Breithaupt in 1823 fr.

ortho- and Gk. xXaot?, 'a breaking', fr. xXav,

'to break'; see clastic and cp. words there

referred to. The word orthoclase lit. means '(the

mineral) that has a cleavage at right angles'. Cp.

anorthoclase.

orthoclastic, adj., having the cleavage at right

angles (as the orthoclase). — See ortho- and

clastic.

orthodontia, n., correction of the irregularities in

the teeth. — ModL., compounded of orth- and

Gk. oSfiv, gen. 6S6vtoc, 'tooth'. See odonto-

and 1st -ia.

Derivatives: orthodont-ic, adj., orthodont-ics, n.,

orthodont-ist, n.

orthodox, adj., having the correct opinion (esp.

in religion). — Late L. orthodoxus, fr. Gk.

6p{>68o5o;, 'having the right opinion', fr.

6p&6?, 'right' (see ortho-), and S65a, 'opinion',

which stands for S6x-aa and is rel. to Soxstv, 'to

seem good, to seem, think, believe'. See doxas-

tic and cp. dogma, doxology. Cp. also the second

element in heterodox, paradox,

orthodoxy, n., right opinion (esp. in religion). —
Late L. orthodoxia, fr. Gk. opO^oSo^ta, 'right

opinion', fr. op&oSo^o?. See prec. word and -y

(representing Gk. -iS).

orthoepy, n., correct pronunciation.— Gk. op&oe-

TtEia, 'correctness of diction', fr. opftoc, 'right,

correct', and -sTiEia, fr. <tizoc„ 'word'. See or-

tho- and epic and cp. cacoepy.

Derivatives: orthoep-ic, adj., orthoep-ist, n.

orthogenesis, n., 1) determinate evolution of spe-

cies (biol.); 2) the theory that the development

of society always proceeds in the same direction

(sociol.) — Coined by the Swiss naturalist

Gustav Heinrich Theodor Eimer (1843-98) in

his Die Entstehung der Arten (1888) fr. ortho-

and genesis.

orthognaUdsm, also orthognathy, n., the quality



orcnognatnous

of being orthognathous. — See next word and

-ism, resp. -y (representing Gk. -la).

orthognathous, adj., straight-jawed. — Com-
pounded of ortho- and Gk. yvafto?, 'jaw'. See

gnathic and -ous.

orthogonal, adj., right-angled. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. orthogonius, 'right-angled', fr.

Gk. opS^oycdViog, which is compounded of

opW;, 'right', and -y&ivioi;, fr. ytovta, 'angle,

comer'. See ortho- and -gon.

orthographer, n., one who spells correctly. — See

next word and agential suff. -er.

orthography, n., correct spelling. — ME. orto-

graphie, fr. MF. ortografie, ortographie (F. or-

thographie), fr. L. orthographia, fr. Gk. op^o-

Ypa9ia, 'correct writing', fr. opS-oypdcpo?, 'one

who writes correctly', which is compounded of

bpd-OQ, 'right, correct', and -ypaqjoi;, from the

stem of Ypitpeiv, 'to write'. See ortho- and

-graphy.

Derivatives : orthograph-ic, orthograph-ic-al,

adjs., orthograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

orthopedic, orthopaedic, adj., pertaining to or-

thopedics. — See next word.

orthopedics, orthopaedics, n., correction of de-

formities esp. in young children. — Formed
with suff. -ics fr. F. orthopedie, fr. Gk. opS-o?,

'straight, right', and natSeia, 'the training of

children', fr. Ttat?, gen. -Kmhhc,, 'child'; see

pedo-. The word orthopedie was coined by the

French physician Nicholas Andry (1658-1742),

author of a work entitled L'orthopedie ou Vart

de prevenir et de corriger dans les enfants les dif-

formites du corps.

orthopedist, orthopaedist, n., one who practices

orthopedics. — F. orthopediste, fr. orthopedie.

See next word and -ist.

orthopedy, orthopaedy, n., orthopedics. — F. or-

thopedie. See prec. word and -y (representing

Gk. -la).

orthopnea, orthopnoea, n., a condition in which

respiration is possible only in an upright pos-

ture (med.) — Gk. opfl-oirvota, 'upright breath-

ing', coined by Hippocrates fr. op&o?, 'upright',

and Ttvo-;?], 'breathing'. See ortho- and pneuma.

orthopneic, orthopnoeic, adj., pertaining to or-

thopnea. — Formed from prec. word with adj.

suff. -ic.

Orthoptera, n. pi., an order of insects, including

the locusts, grasshoppers, cockroaches, etc.

(entomol.) — ModL., compounded of ortho-

and Gk. TCTspov, 'wing'. See ptero-.

orthopteran, adj., orthopterous ; n., one of the

Orthoptera. — See prec. word.

orthopterous, adj., belonging to the order Or-

thoptera. — See Orthoptera and -ous.,

orthoptic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized by,

normal binocular vision. — Compounded of

orth- and Gk. OTtxixo?, 'pertaining to the eyes

or sight'. See optic.

Derivative: orthopt-ics, n.

ortfaoscopic, adj., 1) pertaining to normal vision;

2) constructed to correct optical distortion. —
Compounded of ortho- and Gk. -cxiTriov, fr.

axoTTstv, 'to look at, examine'. See -scope and

adj. suff. -ic.

orthostichous, adj., arranged in orthostichies. —
See next word and -ous.

orthostichy, n., vertical arrangement of leaves and

flowers on an axis or stem {hot.)— Compound-
ed of ortho- and Gk. axtxo?, 'order, row, rank

;

verse'. See acrostic and -y (representing Gk.
4a).

orthotropic, adj., characterized by vertical growth.

— See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

orthotropism, n., tendency of a plant to grow
vertically. — Compounded of ortho-, Gk. -Tpo-

Tro?, 'turning' (fr. rpsTrsiv, 'to turn') and suff.

-ism. See trope, tropism, and cp. heliotropism

and words there referred to.

ortolan, n., 1) an Old World bunting, Emberiza

hortulana;2) the bobolink.— F., fr. It. ortolano,

'gardener; ortolan', fr. L. hortuldnus, 'pertain-

ing to a garden, gardener', fr. hortus, 'garden'

(see horticulture) ; so called from its frequenting

gardens.

-ory, suff. forming adjectives with the meaning
'pertaining to, serving to, of the nature of, as in

preparatory, declamatory, hortatory. — ME.
-orie, fr. AF. -ori (masc), -orie (fern.), corre-

sponding to OF. -air (masc), -aire (fern.), F.

-oire (for both genders); fr. L. -orius (masc),

-oria (fem.), -orium (neut.), which stand for

-or-ius, -6r-ia, -or-ium, compound suff. formed

from subst. suff. -or (see agential suff. -or)

through the addition of the adj. suff. -iiis, -ia,

-ium. Cp. -orial.

-ory, suff. forming nouns denoting 'place', as in

ambulatory, dormitory. — ME. -orie, fr. OF.
(=F.)-oi>e, fr. L. -orium, prop. neut. of the adjec-

tival suff. -orius, used as a subst. suff. See adj.

suff. -ory.

orycto-, combining form denoting /oiiiV, mineral,

as in oryctology. — Fr. Gk. opuxToq, 'dug',

verbal adj. of opucaEiv, 'to dig". See oryx.

oryctology, n., 1) mineralogy; 2) paleontology.—
Lit. 'the science of things dug (from the earth)',

compounded of orycto- and Gk. -XoytS, fr.

-Xoyo;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: oryctolog-ic-al, adj., oryctolog-ist,

n.

Oryx, n., 1) a genus of African antelopes with

long, straight horns; 2) {not cap.) any antelope

of this genus. — Gk. op'jl, 'a horned Egyptian

antelope', lit., 'the digging animal', fr. opjauo,
'1 dig', which prob. stands for *6-puy.iaj and is

rel. to puzivr;. 'a plane", and cogn. with L.

runcdre, 'to root up'. See runcinate and cp.

orycto-.

Oryza, n., a genus of cereal grasses iboi.) — L.,

'rice', fr. Gk. Spu^a, See rice.

Oryzomys, n., a genus of rodents, the rice rat

(zool.)— ModL., lit. 'rice mouse', compounded

low

of Gk. opul^a, 'rice', and [lu?, 'mouse'. See rice

and mouse and cp. myo-.

Oryzopsis, n., a genus of plants, the mountain

rice (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

Sput^a, 'rice' and Si^t?, 'sight, view'. See rice and

-opsis.

OS, n., a bone (anat.) ^- L. os, gen. ossis, 'bone',

cogn. with OI. asthi, Hitt. hashtai-, Gk. ocjteov

(Att. 6(jTouv, Dor. octiov, 'bone', oaTpsov,

'oyster', oaxpaxov, 'oyster shell, potsherd',

aa-rpayaXoi; (assimilated fr. *6<JTpayaXo(;),

'one of the vertebrae of the neck, anklebone,

molding', Alb. asht, ashte, 'bone', Avestic ajcu-,

'shinbone', W. asgwrn, Co. ascorn, 'bone', and

possibly also with Arm. oskr, 'bone'. Cp. os-

seous. Cp. also astragal, osphyo-, osteo-, os-

tracize, oyster.

OS, n., a mouth (anat.)— L. os, gen. oris, 'mouth'.

See oral.

Osage orange, an ornamental American tree,

Toxylon pomiferum; its fruit. — Named after

the Osage Indians.

Oscan, n., 1) a member of an ancient people who

lived in Southern Italy; 2) their language, re-

lated to Latin. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L.

Opsci, Oscf (pi.), 'the Oscans', lit. 'the wor-

shipers of Ops', the goddess of the harvest. See

Ops.

Oscar, masc. PN. — OE. Osgar, compounded of

OS, 'a god', and gar, 'spear'. OE. 6s is rel. to OS.

as-, OS-, ON. ass, OHG. ans- (in PN.s), 'god',

Goth, anses, ansis (ace. pi.), 'gods'. Cp. the first

element in Osmond, Oswald. For the etymology

of OE. gar see gar.

oscheal, adj., pertaining to the scrotum (anat.)—
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. ocr/eov,

'scrotum'. See oscheo-.

oscheo-, before a vowel osche-, combining form

meaning the 'scrotum'. — Fr. Gk. So/sov,

'scrotum', a collateral form of oayyi, of s.m.,

prop, figurative use ofocyri, 'vine with grapes',

which is of uncertain origin.

oscillate, intr. v., to swing to and fro; tr. v., to

cause to swing to and fro.— L. dsciUdt-(um), pp.

stem of oscilldre, 'to swing, sway', fr. osciltum,

'a swing', which is of uncertain origin.

oscillation, n.— L. oscillatio, gen. -onis, 'a swing-

ing', fr. dsciildt-(um), pp. of oscilldre. See prec.

word and -ion.

oscillator, n., a person or thing that oscillates;

specif, a device producing oscillations. —
ModL., fr. L. dsciUat-(um), pp. stem oi oscilldre.

See oscillate and agential suff. -or.

oscillatory, adj., tending to oscillate, oscillating.

— Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L. 6scilldt-{um),

pp. stem of oscilldre. See oscillate.

oscillograph, n., an instrument for registering

oscillations. — A hybrid coined fr. L. dscillare,

'to swing', and Gk. -ypacpoi;, fr. ypa(peiv, 'to

write'. See oscillate and -graph.

Derivatives: oscillograph-ic, adj., oscillograph-

ic-al-ly, adv., oscillograph-y, n.

oscilloscope, n., an instrument for visually re-

cording an electrical wave. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. oscilldre, 'to swing', andGk. -axoTiiov, fr.

(jxoTreiv, 'to look at, examine'. See oscillate and

-scope.

Derivative: oscilloscop-ic, adj.

oscine, adj., belonging to the Oscines; n., one of

the Oscines — See next word.

Oscines, n. pi., a suborder of Passerine birds, the

true singing birds (ornithol.) — L., pi. oi oscen,

gen. oscinis, 'singing bird' (esp. one used for

divining), which stands for *obs-cen, and is

formed fr. obs-, ob-, 'toward', and canere, 'to

sing'. See ob- and cant, 'slang of beggars'.

oscitance, oscitancy, n., 1) yawning; 2) sleepiness,,

drowsiness; 3) dullness. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

oscitant, adj., 1) yawning; 2) sleepy, drowsy; 3)

dull. — L. oscitdns, gen. -antis, pres. part of

dscildre, 'to gape, yawn', for ds citare, 'to move
the mouth', fr. os, gen. oris, 'mouth', and citare,

'to move', freq. of ciere. See oral and cite. For

the ending see suff. -ant.

Derivative: oscitant-ly, adv.

oscitation, n., I) yawning; 2) sleepiness, drowsi-

ness; 3) inattention. — L. oscitdtio, gen. -onis^

'yawning', fr. dscitdt-(um), pp. stem of oscitdre.

See prec. word and -ation.

osculant, adj., kissing. — L. osculdns (gen. -antis),

pres. part, ofosculdri, 'to kiss'. See osculate and

-ant.

oscular, adj. — L. osculdris, fr. osculum, 'little

mouth ; kiss'. See osculum and -ar.

osculate, tr. and intr. v., 1) to kiss; 2) to touch

closely; 3) (math.) to touch at three or more

points (as of two curves). — Formed fr. dsculd-

tus, pp. of dsculdri, 'to kiss', fr. osculum, 'little

mouth; kiss'. See osculum and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: osculat-ory, adj.

osculation, n., 1) a kiss; 2) (math.) contact of two

osculating curves. — L. dsculdtid, gen. -dnis,

'kiss', fr. dsculdtus, pp. of dsculdri. See prec.

word and -ion.

oscule, n. — The same as osculum.

osculum, n., 1) one of the apertures of a sponge;

2) one of the suckers of the tapeworms. — L.

osculum, 'little mouth', dimin. of ds, gen. -oris,

'mouth'. See oral and -cule.

-ose, adj. suff. meaning 'full of, abounding in,

having the qualities of. — ME., fr. L. -dsus,

which prob. stands for *od-tos, fr. odor, gen.

oddris, 'smell', and must have meant originally

'smelling of ; see odor. This meaning appears in

vinosus, 'smelling of wine', whence 'full of wine,

abounding in wine' (see vinous). The original

meaning 'smelling of was widened into 'full of,

abounding in'. Cp. -ous.

-ose, a suff. used in chemistry, denoting 1) carbo-

hydrates (as in amylose, lactose); 2) a proteid

product (as in proteose). — Formed from the

ending -ose in F. glucose (see glucose).

osier, n., any of various willows.— ME., fr. OF.



(= F.) osier, 'willow' (in MF. and dial. F. also

osiere), fr. VL. *ausaria (cp. ML. auseria), which

is of Gaulish origin.

Osiris, n., one of the principal Egyptian gods,

judge of the dead.— L. Osiris, fr. Gk. "Oalpiq,

fr. Egypt. As-&r. Cp. Isis.

-osis, suff. expressing state or condition; in med-
ical terminology it is used to denote a state of

disease. — ME., fr. L. -fisis, fr. Gk. -(octii;,

formed from the aorist.of verbs ending in -6u,

-oJ (inf. -oeiv, -ouv). It corresponds to L. -dtio

and stands to Gk. -toxoi;, as h.-atio to -dtus. Cp.

the suffixes -asis, -esis, -iasis. Cp. also -ation.

-osity, suff. used to form nouns from adjectives in

-ose or -ous. — ME. -osite, fr. OF. -osite (F.

-osite), fr. L. -ositdtem, ace. of -dsitds, forming

nouns from adjectives in -dsus. Accordingly

-osity is prop, compounded of the adj. suff. -ose

and suff. -ity (qq.v.)

osm-, form of osmo- before a vowel.

Osmanli,n., an Ottoman Turk.— TuTk.'Osmdnli,

'of, or pertaining to, Osman', fr. ^Osmdn,

founder of the Ottoman empire (he reigned

1259-1326). 'Osmdn is prop, the Turk pronun-

ciation of the Arabic name ' Uthmdn. See Otto-

man.

osmio-, combining form meaning 'osmium'. —
See osmium.

osmiridium, n., an alloy of osmium and iridium.

— Coined fr. osm(ium) and iridium.

osmium, n., name of a metallic element of the

platinum group (chem.) — ModL., coined by

its discoverer, the English chemist Smithson

Tennant (1761-1815) in 1803 fr. Gk. octut],

^smell, odor', which stands for *6Sct(ji7] (cp. the

Dor. form oSptrj ) and is cogn. with L. odor,

*smell, odor'; so called because of the strong

odor of its oxide. See odor and 2nd -ium and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also osmo-, aosmic,

Agathosma, anosmia, Barosma, Coprosma,

Diosma, euosmite, Hedeoma, hyperosmla, hy-

posmia, Onosmodium, osphresis, parosmia. Cp.

also 0Z0-, ozone.

Derivatives: osm-ic, osmi-ous, adjs.

osmo-, before a vowel osm-, combining form

meaning 'smell, odor', as in Osmorhiza. — Gk.
6a(xo-, fr. oaiir), 'odor'. See osmium.

osmo-, combining form for osmosis or osmotic, as

in osmology, osmometer. — See osmosis.

Osmond, masc. PN. — OE. Osmund, lit. 'divine

protection', compounded of ds, 'a god', and
mund, 'protection'. For the first element see

Oscar and cp. Oswald. The second element is

rel. to ON. mund, OHG. munt, 'hand, protec-

tion', and cogn. with L. manus, 'hand". See

manual and cp. mound, 'heap of earth'. Cp. also

the second element in Edmond, Raymond, Si-

gismimd.

Osmorhiza, n., a genus of plants, the sweet cicely

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. oajiy),

'smell' (see osmium), and pt^a, 'root' (see

rhizo-) ; so called in allusion to the aromatic root.

moo

osmose, tr. v., to subject to osmosis; intr. v., to

undergo osmosis.— Back formation fr. osmosis.

osmosis, n., intermixture of two fluids separated

by a porous membrane.— ModL., formed with

suff. -osis fr. Gk. coajjioi;, 'a thrusting, impulse',

from the stem of wS-eiv, 'to thrust, push', which
is rel. to Sv-oat?, 'shaking, quake', fr. L-E. base

*wedh-, 'to strike', whence also OL vadhati,

'pushes, strikes, destroys', Avestic vddaya-, 'to

repulse'.

osmotic, adj., pertaining to osmosis. — See prec.

word and -otic.

osmund, n., the royal fern. — ME. osmunde, fr.

OF. (= F.) osmonde, which is of uncertain

origin.

Osmunda, n., a genus of plants, the flowering fern

(bot.) — ModL., fr. F. osmonde. See osmund.

Osmimdaceae, n. pi., the flowering fern family

{hot.)— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

osmundaceous, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

Osnaburg, n., a kind of coarse linen. — Orig.

'linen made at Osnaburg, more exactly Osna-

briick, a town in the province of Hanover in

Prussia.

osphradium, n., a sense organ of most aquatic

mollusks. — ModL., fr. MGk. oacppaSiov,

'nosegay', fr. LGk. 6c7(ppa, 'smell', which is rel.

to Gk. 6a9patv£<i&ai., 'to smell'. See next word
and 1st -ium.

ospliresis, n., 1) the sense of smell; 2) the act of

smelling. — ModL., fr. Gk. oatppyjtn!;, 'the

sense of smell', fr. oa(fp5.cs^a.i, a collateral form
of 6(J9paivs<jS^at, 'to smell', a compound whose
first element is rel. to o^eiv, 'to smell' ; see odor.

The second element is of uncertain etymology.

It is perh. cogn. with OI. ji-gkr-ati, ghra-ti,

'smells', ghrana-m, 'smell; nose', Toch. A krdrn,

of s.m. Cp. prec. word.

osphretic, adj., pertaining to, or connected with,

smell. — Gk. 6ct9pt)tix6?, fr. ocrippTjTo?, 'thai

which can be smelled', verbal adj. of 6CT9pai-

vetj^ai. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

osphyo-, before a vowel osphy-, combining form

denoting the loin. — Fr. Gk. 60901;, barfnc

(gen. 609001:), 'hip, hip bone', which possibly

stands for *6ot-9U(;, a compound whose first

element is shortened fr. 6oTeov, 'bone'; see

osteo-. The second element is prob. related to

9'J£:tv, 'to bring forth, produce, make to grow';

see physio-.

osprey, n., a large fishing-hawk, Pandion haliae-

tus. — Late ME. ospray, fr. MF. *osfraie, fr. L.

ossifraga. See ossifrage.

ossein, n., the organic basis of bone (biochem.)—
Formed with suff. -in fr. L. osseus, 'bony'. See

next word.

osseous, adj., bony. — L. osseus, 'bony', from the

stem of OS, gen. ossis, 'bone'. See os, 'bone'. For
E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Osslanic, adj., 1) pertaining to Ossian, a legend-

ary bard and hero of the 3rd cent.; 2) per-

taining to, or resembling, the supposed transla-

tions of Ossian by James Macpherson; 3) bom-

bastic.— Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Ossian, fr.

Gaelic Oisln, a name literally meaning 'a little

fawn', fr. os, 'a fawn'.

ossicle, n., a small bone {anat. and zool^ — L.

ossiculum, dim. of os, gen. ossis, 'bone'. See os,

'bone', and -cle.

ossific, adj., forming bone. — Formed fr. L. os,

gen. ossis, 'bone', and suff. -fie. See os, 'bone'.

ossification, n., the act of ossifying; the state of

being ossified. — See ossify and -ation.

ossifrage, n., 1) the lammergeier; 2) the osprey.

— L. ossifraga, 'sea eagle', fem. of ossifragus,

'bone-breaking', fr. os, gen. ossis, 'bone', and

frag-, stem oTfrangere, 'to break'. See os, 'bone',

and fraction and cp. osprey, which is a doublet

of ossifrage.

ossify, tr. and intr. v., to form or turn into bone.

— Formed fr. L. os, gen. ossis, 'bone', and suff.

-fy. See os, 'bone'.

Derivatives: ossifi-ed, adj., ossifi-er, n.

ossuary, n., an urn for the bones of the dead. —
Late L. ossudrium, 'charnel house', formed fr.

L. OS, gen. ossis, 'bone', on the analogy of mor-

tudrium, 'mortuary'. See os, 'bone', and 2nd

subst. suff. -ary.

ost-, oste-, forms of osteo- before a vowel.

osteal, adj., bony.— Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

Gk. ooTsov, 'bone'. See osteo-.

osteitis, n., inflammation of a bone {med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk.

ooT^ov, 'bone'. See osteo-.

ostensible, adj., shown, apparent; seeming. — F.,

fr. L. *ostensibilis, fr. ostensus, pp. of ostendere,

'to show, exhibit, display', which stands for obs-

tendere, lit. 'to stretch out before', fr. obs-, ob-,

'before' (see ob-), and tendere, 'to stretch'. See

tend, 'to move in a certain direction', and -ible.

Derivatives: ostensibil-ity, n., ostensibl-y, adv.

ostensive, adj., ostensible. — ML. ostensivus, fr.

L. ostensus, pp. o( ostendere. See prec. word and

-ive.

Derivative: ostensive-Iy, adv.

ostentation, n., vain display; showiness. — ME.
ostentacioun, fr. MF. (= F.) ostentation, fr. L.

ostentdtidnem, ace. of ostentdtio, 'an idle show,

vain display', fr. ostentdtus, pp. of ostentdre,

freq. of ostendere. See ostensible and -ation.

ostentatious, adj., pretentious, showy.— See prec.

word and -ous.

Derivatives: ostentatious-ly, adv., ostentatious-

ness, n.

osteo-, before a vowel oste-, ost-, combining form

meaning a 'bone' or 'bones'. — Gk. 6aTEo-,

6oTe-, ooT-, fr. ooTEov, 'bone', which is cogn.

with L. OS, 'bone'. See os, 'bone' and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also periosteum.

osteoblast, n., a bone-forming cell.— Compound-

ed of osteo- and Gk. ^XaaT6;, 'bud, sprout,

shoot'. See -blast.

osteogenesis, n., formation of bone; ossification

(physiol.) — Compounded of osteo- and Gk.

Y^vEOii;, 'origin, source, birth, descent'. See

genesis.

osteoid, adj., like bone.— Compounded of osteo-

and Gk. -oeiSy]!;, 'like', fr. eISoi;, 'form, shape'.

See -oid.

osteology, n., the study of the bones. — Com-
pounded of osteo- and -XoyiS, fr. -XAyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who deals,

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

osteoma, n., a bony tumor (med.) — Medical L.,

formed fr. oste- with suff. -oma.

osteomalacia, n., softening of the bones (med.)—
Medical L., compounded of osteo- and Gk.

[xaXaxia, 'softness', fr. jxaXaxd?, 'soft'. See

malaco- and 1st -ia.

osteomyelitis, n., inflammation of the bone mar-

row (med.) — Medical L., compounded of

osteo- and myelitis.

Derivative: osteomyelit-ic, adj.

osteopath, n., one who practices osteopathy. —
Back formation fr. osteopathy. See -path.

osteopathist, n., an osteopath. — Formed from

next word with suff. -ist.

osteopathy, n., system of treating ailments by the

manipulation of bones (med.) — Compounded

of osteo- and Gk. -Trdc&sia, fr. n&^aq, 'suffer-

ing'. See -pathy.

Derivative: osteopath-ic, adj.

osteophyte, n., a small bony outgrowth (med.) —
Compounded of osteo- and Gk. 9'jt6v, 'a

growth'. See -phyte.

Derivative: osteophyt-ic, adj.

osteoplastic, adj., pertaining to the replacement

of a bone (surgery). — Compounded of osteo-

and Gk. itXaaTixo?, 'of molding', fr. TcXaoT6;,

'molded'. See plastic.

osteoplasty, n., plastic operation on a bone (sur-

gery)— Compounded of osteo- and Gk. -TcXa-

oTia, fr. 7iXaaT6(;, 'molded'. See -plasty.

osteotome, n., an instrument for cutting or di-

viding of bone (surgery) — Compounded of

osteo- and Gk. -T6jio<;, 'cutting', from the stem

of T^fivetv, 'to cut'. See -tome.

osteotomy, n., the dividing of a bone or the cutting

out of part of it (surgery). — Compounded of

osteo- and -Tojiia, 'a cutting of, fr. TO(iT], 'a

cutting", from the stem of T£(iveiv, 'to cut'. See

-tomy.

ostiary, n., doorkeeper, esp. of a church. — L.

dstidrius, 'doorkeeper', fr. ostium, 'door, en-

trance", which is rel. to L. ds, 'mouth', and cogn.

with OSlav. usta, OPruss. austo, 'mouth', Lith.

uostas, uostd, 'mouth of a river, bay', Russ.

dstije, 'mouth of a river', OL ogthah, Avestic

aoshta, aoshtra, 'Up', OSlav. ustina, 'lip', usiiliy

'to persuade'. See oral and adj. suff. -ary and cp.

ostiole, usher,

ostiole, n., a small opening, an orifice (bot.) — L.

ostiolum, 'a little door', dimin. of ostium. See

prec. word and -ole.



ostler, n., a stableman. — A doublet of hostler

o(q.v.)

stosis, n., bone formation {physiol.) — Medical

L., formed fr. Gk. -ocsTCiXJig (e.g. in k^oaitaaic.,

'bone increase from without'), which is formed

fr. 6<JTo5v, 'bone', and suff. -wCTt?. See osteo- and

-osis.

Ostracion, n., a genus of trunkfishes {ichthyoid—
ModL., fr. Gk. oaTpaxtov, 'a small shell',

dimin. of oaTpaxov. See ostracize.

-ostracism, n., a method of banishment for ten

years, practiced in ancient Athens.— Gk. ouxpa-

xiCTjioc, fr. oCTTpaxit^sLV. See next word and
-ism.

«stracize, tr. v., to banish by ostracism. — Gk.
oCTxpaxt^Eiv, 'to ostracize', lit. 'to banish by
voting with potsherds', fr. otiTpaxov, 'piece of

earthenware, tile, potsherd', which is rel. to

ccTTpsov, 'oyster', and to octteov, octtouv,

'bone'. See os, 'bone', and cp. osteo-, oyster. Cp.

also MLG. astrak, esterik, OHG. astrih, estirih,

MHG. esterich, G. Estrich, 'pavement', which

derive fr. ML. astracus, astricus, 'pavement', ult.

fr. Gk. Sarpaxov. — For sense development cp.

petalism.

Derivatives: ostraciz-ation, n., ostraciz-er, n.

ostracon, n., 1) a potsherd ; 2) a potsherd used for

voting in ancient Athens. — Gk. oaTpaxov. See

ostracize.

ostreger, also ostringer, n., keeper of goshawks.—
ME., corrupted fr. OF. ostruchier, astrucier, fr.

ostor, ostur, ostoir (F. autour), 'goshawk', fr.

Late L. auceptorem, ace. of auceptor, alteration

of acceptor, 'hawk' (under the influence of L.

auceps, 'birdcatcher, fowler'), which itself is an
alteration of L. accipiter, 'hawk'. See Accipiter

and cp. Astur. The n in ostringer is intrusive; cp.

messenger and words there referred to.

ostrei-, combining form. — See ostreo-.

ostreiculture, n., the culture of oysters. — Com-
pounded of ostrei- and culture.

Derivatives; ostreocultur-al, adj., ostreocultur-

ist, n.

ostreo-, ostrei-, combining form meaning 'oyster'.

— Fr. Gk. ooTpEov, 'oyster'. See oyster.

ostreophagous, adj., feeding on oysters. — Com-
pounded of ostreo- and Gk. -(payo;, fr. (fffsXv,

'to eat". See -phagous.

ostrich, n. — ME. ostrice, oystriche, fr. OF.
ostruce, fr. earlier OF. ostrusce (F. autruche), fr.

VL. avis strHthio, lit., 'the bird ostrich', fr. L. avis,

'bird', and Gk. OTpo'j^icov, 'ostrich'; see aviary

and Struthio. A similar contraction of L. avis

occurs in E. bustard, which derives ult. fr. L. avis

turda.

Ostrogoth, n., one of the East Goths. .— Late L.

Ostrogothae (pi.), fr. earlier Austrogoli (pi.), a

compound of Teut. origin lit. meaning 'the

shining (or splendid) Goths'. The first element

of this compound derives fr. Teut. *austr-, fr.

I.-E. *ausr-, 'shining', fr. I.-E. base *awes-, 'to

shine'; see aurora. For the second element see

Goth and cp. Visigoth. Austrogoti was later ex.

plained as 'the Eastern Goths'; cp. OHG., OS.
ostar, 'to the east', fr. Teut. *austa-, 'east', ult-

fr. L-E. *awes-, 'to shine'.

Ostrya, n., a genus of trees, the hop hornbeam
ibot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ddrpua, 'the hop horn-

beam'.

Oswald, masc. PN.— OE. Osweald, compounded
oios, 'a god', and (ge)weald, 'power'. See Oscar
and wield.

ot-, form of oto- before a vowel.

otalgia, n., earache imed.) — Medical L., com-
pounded of Gk. oO?, gen. tixo?, 'ear', and
-aXyta, fr. SXyoq, 'pain'. See oto- and -algia.

Otariidae, n. pi., the family of pinnipeds, the

eared seals, sea lions, etc. — ModL., formed

with suff. -idae fr. ModL. Otaria, name of the

type genus, fr. F. otarie, 'eared seal', a name
coined by Peron fr. Gk. wxapiov, dimin. of o5?,

gen. toTo;, 'ear'; so called by him in allusion to

the smallness of the ear. See oto-.

-ote, a suff. meaning 'native of.— F. -ate, fr. L.

-Ota, fr. Gk. -toTTji; (cp. e.g. 'HTretpctiTrjt;, 'na-

tive of Epirus, Epirote', fr. "HTisipo?, 'Epirus').

other, adj. — ME. other, adj., n., pron. and adv.,

fr. OE. Oder, adj., n. and pron., 'the second,

following; the other', rel. to OS. dthar, othar,

OFris. other, ON. annarr, Du. ander, OHG.
andar, MHG., G. ander, Goth, anfsar, 'other',

and cogn. with Lith. ahtras, OPruss. antars, OI.

dntarah, 'other' ; formed with L-E. compar. suff.

*tero- fr. base *eno-, *ono-, whence OI. anydfi,

Avestic anya-, OPers. aniya-, 'other', Lith. anas,

ahs, 'that one', OSlav. onu, 'he', Gk. svt), 'the

day after tomorrow', Svtot, 'some', L. enim, 'in-

deed', Umbr. enom, 'then', Goth, joins, OE.
geon, 'yon'. See yon and -ther.

Derivatives: other, pron. and adv., other-ness, n.

otic, adj., pertaining to the ear. — Gk. (oti>c6?,

fr. oijt;, gen. oizoi;, 'ear'. See oto- and adj. suff.

-ic and cp. entotic, epiotic.

-otic, suff. meaning 'affected with, suffering from'.

It forms adjectives from nouns ending in -osis

(as neur-olic, fr. neur-osis). — Gk. -coxixo?,

formed from nouns in -oiTTfi or verbal adjectives

in -wxoc, through the addition of suff. -txoi;.

See -osis and adj. suff. -ic.

Otididae, n. pi., a family of birds, the bustards

(ornithol.) — ModL., formed fr. Otis with suff.

-idae.

Otiorhynchidae, n. pi., a family of weevils (ento-

mol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk.
&)xiov, dimin. of o5g, gen. coxo?, 'ear', and

puy/oc, 'snout, beak'. See oto- and rhyncho- and

cp. words there referred to.

otiose, adj., 1) at leisure {archaic); 2) useless,

futile. — L. otiosus, 'at leisure, at ease, idle', fr.

otium, 'leisure, idleness', which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. negotiate. For the ending see suff.

-ose.

Derivatives: otiose-ly, adv., otiose-ness, n.

otiosity, n. — MP. ociosite, fr. Late L. otio-
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sitdtem, ace. of otiositds, fr. L. otiosus. See

prec. word and -ity.

Otis, n., a genus of bustards (ornithol.)— L. dtis,

'a kind of bustard', fr. Gk. wxS?, lit. 'long-

eared bird', fr. oO?, gen. tixo?, 'ear'. See oto-

and cp. the second element in Haliotis, Myo-

sotis.

otitis, n., inflammation of the ear {med.) — Med-

ical L. otitis, formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk. oO?,

gen. 6>x6(;, 'ear'. See oto-.

oto-, before a vowel ot-, combining form denoting

the ear (med.) — Gk. tixo-, wx-, fr. o3<;, gen.

<ix6? (for '*o5ao(;, gen. *oij(Jaxo(;), 'ear', which

is cogn. with L. auris (for *ausis), 'ear', Goth.

ausd, OE. eare, 'ear'. See ear, 'the organ of

hearing', and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also otic, Otis, Aotus, diota, lago-, microtia,

parotic, parotid, Plecotus.

otocyst, n., the auditory organ of Mollusca and

Vermes {zool.) — Lit. 'otic cavity'; coined by

the French naturalist F61ix-Henri de Lacaze-

Duthiers (1821-1901) fr. Gk. o5;, gen. <ox6(;,

'ear', and xtiaxti;, 'bladder, bag, pouch'. See

oto- and cyst,

otolith, n., chalky matter in the internal ear of

animals {zool.) — Lit. 'ear stone' ; coined by the

French anatomist and surgeon Gilbert Breschet

(1784-1843) in 1836 fr. Gk. ou;, gen. coxo?, 'ear',

and Xi{>o(;, 'stone'. See oto- and -lith.

otology, n., that branch of medicine which deals

with the ear and its diseases. — Compounded of

oto- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xo-yo;, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: otolog-ic-al, adj., otolog-ist, n.

otoscope, n., an instrument for examining the ear.

— Compounded of oto- and Gk. -ctkottiov, fr.

(jxoTTstv, 'to look at, examine'. See -scope,

ottava rima, a stanza of eight lines, with the rhyme

scheme ahababcc (pros.) — It., lit. 'octave

rhyme'. See octave and rhyme,

otter, n., an aquatic carnivorous mammal. —
ME. oter, fr. OE. otor, oler, rel. to ON. otr,

Swed. utter, Dan. odder, MLG., MDu., Du.

otter, OHG. ottar, MHG. oter, otter, G. Otter,

and cogn. with OI. udrdh, Avestic udra, 'otter',

Gk. (ISpS, uSpoc, 'water-serpent', evuSpii;, 'otter',

L. lulra (for *utrd, *udrd, influenced in form by

lutum, 'mud, mire'), OSlav. vydra, Lith. lidra,

Lett, udris, OPruss. udro, 'otter', Olr. odar,

'dark-colored, brown', lit. 'otter-colored', odoir-

ne, 'otter', and prob. also with Gk. uXXo; (for

•OSXo? ), 'water snake, ichneumon' (with change

of p to X). All these words derive fr. I.-E. *udr-,

'water', and lit. denote an aquatic animal. I.-E.

*udr- is an enlargement of base *ud-, 'water'. See

water and cp. hydra, Lutra, nutria,

otto cycle, 1) a four-stroke cycle in internal-

combustion engines ; 2) a kind of velocipede. —
Named after its inventor August Nikolaus Otto

(1839-91).

Ottoman, adj., Turkish; n., a Turk. — F. otto-

man, fr. It. Ottomano, fr. ML. Ottomdnus, fr.

Arab. 'Uthmdni, 'pertaining to 'Uthmdn', fr.

'Uthmdn, 'Osman', name of the founder of the

Ottoman empire. Cp. Osmanli.

ottoman, n., a kind of sofa or divan. — F. otto-

mane, prop. fem. of ottoman, 'Ottoman', hence

lit. 'Ottoman piece offurniture' (see prec. word)

;

so called because one can rest on it according to

the Oriental fashion.

oubliette, n., a secret dungeon, reached only

through a trapdoor from above. — F., fr. MF.,.

fr. oubtier, 'to forget', fr. OF. oblider, fr. VL.

*oblitdre, fr. L. oblitus, pp. of oblivisci, 'to

forget'. See oblivion and -ette.

ouch, also nouch, n., a brooch or clasp (archaic).

— ME. nouche, fr. OF. nosche, noche, nouche,

'jewel, necklace', fr. ML. nusca, fr. OHG. nusca,

a word of Celtic origin (cp. Olr. nasc, 'a tie,

chain', Bret, nask, 'a rope to tie animals'), fr.

I.-E. base *ned-, 'to knot, twist'. See net and cp.

words there referred to. The loss of the initial

n- in ouch is due to a misdivision of a nouch into

an ouch. For similar misdivisions cp. adder and

words there referred to.

ought, aux. v., expressing duty or obligation. —
ME. aughten, oughten, fr. aughte, oughte, 'own-

ed, possessed', fr. OE. dhte, of s.m., past tense

of dgan, 'to own, possess'; hence prop, past

tense of owe (q.v.)

ought, n. — An obsol. var. of aught.

Ouija, n., a trademark. — Coined fr. F. oui,

'yes', and G. ja, 'yes'.

ounce, n., a unit of weight, the twelfth part of a

pound in troy and apothecaries weight. — ME.

unce, ounce, fr. OF. unce (F. once), fr. L. uncia,

'the twelfth part (of anything) ; the twelfth part

of a pound, an ounce; the twelfth part of a foot„

an inch'. See uncia and cp. inch, which is a

doublet of ounce. Cp. also the second element in

quincunx,

ounce, n., snow-leopard, lynx. — ME. unce, once,

fr. OF. (= F.) once, fr. lonce, misread as I'once,

the initial / having been taken for the definite

article and consequently dropped. Lonce goes

back to VL. *luncia, from L. lyncea, 'the lynx-

like animal', fem. of lynceus, 'lynx-like', used as

a noun, fr. lynx, gen. lyncis, 'lynx'. See lynx,

ouphe, n., an elf, sprite. — A var. of oaf.

our, pron. — ME. ure, oure, fr. OE. are, 'of us,

our', fr. earlier User, gen. oi Us; 'us'; rel. to OS.

Qsa, User, OFris. use, user, OHG. unsar, unser,

MHG., G. unser, Goth, unsar, 'our'. See us and

cp. nostrum,

ourali, n. — A var. of curare,

ours, pron. — ME. ures, formed fr. ure, 'our' (see^

prec. word) with gen. suff. -s.

-ous, suff. used to form adjectives meaning

'having, full of, abounding in' ; in chemistry this

suff. means 'having a lower valence than is ex-

pressed by suff. -ic. — ME., fr. OF. -ous-, -eusr

(F. -eux), fr. L. -osus. See adj. suflf. -ose. In many

cases E. -ous is equivalent to Gk. -o? or L. -us~



ousel

Cp. e.g. arduous, fr. L. arduus, E. pious, fr. L.

plus, etc.

ousel, n. — See ouzel.

oust, tr. v., to drive out, expel, eject. — AF. ous-

ter, fr. OF. oster (F. 6ter), 'to take away', fr. L.

obstare, 'to stand against, oppose, obstruct', in

VL. used also in the sense 'to hinder', formed
fr. ob, 'against' (see ob-), and stare, 'to stand'.

See stand, v., and cp. obstacle.

Derivative: oust-er, n.

ouster, n., ejection from property, dispossession

(law).— AF. inf. used as noun, fr. OF. oster, 'to

take away'. See prec. word. For the subst. use of
the infinitive cp. attainder and words there re-

ferred to.

out, adv. — ME. out, oute, fr. OE. ut, ute, rel. to

OS., ON., OFris., Goth, ut, Swed. ut, Dan. ud,

MDu. uut, Du. uit, OHG., MHG. «j, G. aus, fr.

l.-E. *ud, 'up, out, away', whence also OI. «r,

'up, out', littarah, 'the higher, upper, latter,

later, northern', Avestic us-, uz- (for *ud-z), 'up,

out', Olr. pref ud-, od-, 'out-', L. usque (for

*us-que), 'all the way to, from ... to, without
interruption', Gk. uoTEpoc (for *ud-tero-s), 'the

latter'. Cp. about, but, uitlander, utmost, utter,

adj. and v., and the second element in carouse.

Cp. also hysteron proteron. Cp. also hubris.

Derivatives: out, adj., n., tr. v., and interj.

outcast, adj. and n. — ME., fr. pp. of out-

casten, fr. out, 'out', and caslen, 'to cast'. See
out and cast,

outcaste, n., in India, a person expelled from his

caste. — Formed fr. out- and caste,

outcome, n., result. — Scot., formed fr. out and
come; introduced into English by Carlyle.

outlander, n., foreigner, used esp. in the sense of
'not of Boer birth'.— Formed in imitation of S.

African Du. uitlander, 'person from a foreign

land' ; see out, land and agential suff. -er and cp.

uitlander.

outlandish, adj., 1) foreign; 2) strange. — ME.
utlandisch, fr. OE. Htlendisc, 'foreign'. See out,

land and adj. sufF. -ish.

outlaw, n. — ME. utlage, fr. OE. utlaga, fr. ON.
atlagi, 'an outlaw', lit. '(one placed) outside of
the law'. See out and law.

Derivatives: outlaw, tr. v., outlaw-ry, n.

outline, n. — Coined by the English diarist John
Evelyn (1620-1706) fr. out and Ime.

Derivatives: outline, tr. v., outlin-ed, adj.,

outlin-er, n.

outrage, n., a violent injury; any serious violation

of the law. — ME., fr. OF. oltrage, oultrage,

outrage, fr. VL. *ultraticum, fr. L. ultra, 'be-

yond'. See ulterior and -age and cp. outre.

Derivative: outrage, tr. v.

outrageous, adj., violent, excessive; very offen-

sive. — ME., fr. OF. oultrageus, outrageus (F.

outrageux), fr. oultrage, outrage. See prec. word
and -ous.

Derivatives: outrageous-ly, adv., outrageous-

ness, n.
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outrance, n., the utmost extremity. — MF.
outraunce, fr. OF. oultrance, outrance (F. ou-

trance), 'extreme, excess', lit. 'a going beyond',
fr. OF. oultrer, outrer (F. outrer), 'to go beyond'.
See outre and -ance.

outri, adj., exaggerated; extravagant; eccentric.

— F., pp. of outrer, 'to carry to excess, overdo,
overstrain, exaggerate', fr. outre, 'beyond', fr. L.

ultra. See outrage,

outrigger, n., 1) a projecting spar for extending
sails; 2) a bracket at the side of a rowboat with
a rowlock for an oar. — Lit. 'something rigged

out'; formed fr. out, rig and agential suff. -er.

outshine, tr. and intr. v. — Coined by Spenser
from out- and shine,

outward, adj. — ME., fr. OE. uteweard, utweard,
fr. at, 'out', and -weard, '-ward'. See out and
-ward.

Derivatives: outward, n., outward-ly, adv.

outward, adv. — ME., fr. OE. utweard. See out-

ward, adj.

outwards, adv. — ME. outwardes, fr. OE. Ht-

weardes, formed fr. Utweard with adv. gen. suff.

-es. See prec. word and adv. suff. -s.

ouzel also ousel, n., 1) the European blackbird; 2)

any of certain other birds. — ME. osel, fr. OE.
osle, for *amsle, 'blackbird', rel. to OHG. am-
sala, amusla, MHG., G. amsel, and cogn. with
L. merula (for *mesold), 'blackbird', W.
mwyalch, 'blackbird, thrush', W. moeth, 'ouzel',

Bret, moualch, ofs.m. Cp. amsel, merle, Menilius.

oval, adj., egg-shaped.— ML. ovdlis (whence also

F. ovale), fr. L. ovum, 'egg'. See ovum and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: oval, n., oval-ly, adv., oval-ness, n.

ovari", form of ovario- before a vowel.

ovarian, adj., pertaining to an ovary. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. Medical L. ovarium. See ovary,

ovariectomy, n., oophorectomy. — A hybrid

coined fr. Medical L. ovarium (see ovary) and
Gk. -cxTopiLJt, 'a cutting out of, fr. iy.io\j.-i],

'a cutting out' (see -ectomy). The correct form is

oophorectomy, in which both elements are of
Greek origin.

ovario-, before a vowel ovari-, combining form
denoting an ovary. — Fr. Medical L. ovarium.

See ovary,

ovariotomy, n., 1) an incision into an ovary; 2) in

its usual sense, the surgical removal of an ovary

or both ovaries (med.) — Lit. 'the cutting of an
ovary' ; a hybrid coined fr. Medical L. ovarium

(see ovary) and Gk. -TO|jtia, 'a cutting of, fr.

TOfirj, 'a cutting' (see -tomy). In the first sense

ovariotomy should be replaced by oophorotomy,

in the second by oophorectomy, in which both
elements are of Greek origin.

ovaritis, n., inflammation of an ovary or both
ovaries (med.)— A Medical L. hybrid coined fr.

Medical L. ovarium and the Greek suff. -tTi;

(see ovary and -itis). The correct form is oopho-
ritis (q.v.), in which both elements are of Greek
origin.
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ovary, n. (anat. and bot.) — Medical L. ovarium,

fr. L. ovum, 'egg'. See ovum and subst. suff. -ary.

ovate, adj., shaped like an egg. — L. o vatus, fr.

ovum, 'an egg'. See ovum and adj. suff. -ate.

ovation, n., 1) a lesser kind of triumph (Roman

antiq.) ; 2) an enthusiastic applause.— L. ovdtio,

gen. -onis, fr. ovo, ovdre, 'to exult, to triumph in

an ovation', for *ewdyd, from the imitative base

e^d-, whence also Gk. zua^siv, 'to utter cries of

joy', lit. 'to cry £5a (in honor of Bacchus)'.

oven, n. — ME., fr. OE. ofen, rel. to OFris.,

MDu., Du. oven, OHG. ovan, MHG. oven, G.

Ofen, ON. ofn, Dan. ovn, OSwed. oghn, Swed.

ugn, Goth, aiihns, and cogn. with OI. ukhdh,

ukhd, 'pot, cooking pot', L. aulla for *auxld,

'pot' (cp. the dimin. auxilla, 'small pot'), Gk.

l7n)6[; (for *weq^nos, 'oven'. Hence oven orig-

inally meant 'a pot, a fire-pot' (cp. OE. ofnet, 'a

small vessel'). Cp. olio and oUa podrida.

over, adv. and prep. — ME., fr. OE. ofer, 'over,

above', rel. to OS. o'bar, ubar, OFris. over, Ur,

ON. yfir (adv. and prep.), Dan. over (prep.),

Swed. over (prep, and adv.), Norw. yver (prep,

and adv.), OHG. ubar, ubir (adv. and prep.),

ubari, ubiri (adv.), MHG., G. uber (prep, and

adv.), Goth, ufar, 'over, above', and cogn. with

OI. updri, Avestic upairi, 'over, above, beyond'

(adv. and prep.). Arm. i ver, 'up, above', Gk.

U7r£p (adv. and prep.), L. super, 'over, above, be-

yond' (adv. and prep.), Gaul, ver- in ver-tragus,

ver-tagus, 'greyhound', and in PN's (as in Ver-

cingetorix, etc.), Olr. /or (for *upor), 'above, be-

yond'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. *uper,

*uperi, 'over, above, beyond', which is prop,

comparative of *upo, 'from below; turning up-

ward, upward; up, over, beyond'. See up, adv.,

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also hypo-,

hyper- ; sub-, super-.

Derivatives: over, adj. (q.v.), over, tr. v., to get

over (rare); intr. v., to go over (rare); over, n.,

surplus, excess ; also a term of cricket.

over, adj. — ME., fr. uvere, 'upper, higher', fr.

OE. uferra, of s.m., compar. of ofer, adv.; see

over, adv. The change of ME. uvere to over is

due to the influence of over, adv. Cp. OHG.
obaro, MHG. obere, G. ober, 'upper, higher'.

overanxious, adj. — A hybrid coined by the

English novelist Samuel Richardson (1689-1761)

fr. over, adv., and anxious, which is of Latin

origin.

Derivative: overanxious-ly, adv.

overawe, tr. v. — Coined by Spenser fr. over, adv.,

and awe, v.

overcome, tr. v. — ME. overcomen, fr. OE. ofer-

cuman, fr. ofer, 'over', and cuman, 'to come'. See

over, adv., and come,

overplus, n., a surplus. — A hybrid coined fr.

over, adv., and plus,

override, tr. v.— ME. overriden, fr. OE. oferridan,

fr. ofer, 'over', and ridan, 'to ride'. See ovm-, adv.,

and ride,

oversee, tr. v. — ME. overseen, fr. OE. oferseon.

fr. ofer, 'over', and seon, 'to see'. See over, adv.,

and see, v.

Derivative: overse-er, n.

overslaugh, tr. v., to pass over a turn of duty in

consideiation of another more important duty.

— Du. overslaan, 'to pass over, omit', lit. 'to

strike over', fr. over, 'over', and slaan, 'to strike'

(cp. G. aberschlagen, 'to skip, omit'). See over,

adv., and slay and cp. slag,

overslaugh, n., 1) an overslaughing; 2) a bar in a

river obstructing navigation. — Du. overslag,

'omission', also 'obstruction', from the stem of

overslaan, 'to omit; to obstruct'. See prec. word.

overt, adj., open; public. — ME. overte, fr. OF.

overt (F. ouvert), pp. of ovrir (F. ouvrir), 'to

open', fr. VL. "operire, 'to open', fr. L. aperire^

'to open' (but influenced in form by L. cooperire,

'to cover'). See aperient and cp. cover. Cp. also

overture.

Derivatives: overt-ly, adv., overt-ness, n.

overtone, n., an upper partial tone, a harmonic

(mus.) — Literal translation of G. Oberton,

which was first used by the German physicist

Hermann Ludwig Ferdinand von Helmholtz

(1821-94) as a contraction of Oberpartialton (i.e.

'upper partial tone'). See over, partial and tone, n.

overture, n., 1) an introductory proposal ; 2) (mus.)

an instrumental prelude to an opera, oratorio,

etc. — ME., fr. OF. overture (F. ouverture),

'opening', fr. OF. overt, pp. oC ovrir, 'to open'.

See overt and -ure.

overwhelm, tr. v. — ME. overwhelmen, fr. over,.

'over', and whelmen, 'to turn'. See over, adv.,

and whelm.

Derivatives: overwhelm-er, n., overwhelm-ing,

adj. and n., overwhelm-ing-ly, adv., overwhelm-

ing-ness, n.

ovi-, combining form meaning 'egg', as in oviduct,

oviparous. — L. ovi-, fr. ovum, 'egg'. See ovum.

ovi-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

sheep, ovine, as in ovibovine. — Fr. L. ovis, 'a

sheep'. See ovine.

Ovibos, n., the genus consisting of the musk ox

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of ovi-, 'sheep',

and L. bos, gen. bovis, 'ox'. See bovine.

Ovibovinae, n. pi., a subfamily of the Bovidae

(zool.)— ModL., fr. prec. word. For the ending

see suff. -inae.

ovibovine, adj., pertaining to the subfamily Ovi-

bovinae (zool.) — See prec. word.

Ovidae, n., the family consisting of the sheep and

goats (zool.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae

fr. L. ovis, 'a sheep'. See ovine.

oviduct, n., the duct through which the eggs pass

from the ovary (anat. and zool.) — Compound-

ed fr. ovi-, 'egg', and duct.

oviform, adj., egg-shaped. — Compounded of

ovi-, 'egg', and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See

fonn, n.

OTiform, adj., resembling a sheep.— Compound-
ed of ovi-, 'sheep', and L. forma, 'form, shape'.

See form, n.



ovine, adj., pertaining to, or having the nature of,

sheep. — L. ovlnus, 'of a sheep', fr. ovis, 'a

sheep', which is cogn. with OI. dvil}, Gk. 8 (f )i?

(Homeric olc,, Att. oIq\, OHG. ouwi, ou, OE.

eowu, 'sheep'. See ewe and adj. suflf. -ine and cp.

Ovis,

oviparous, adj., producing eggs that are hatched

outside the body of the female. — L. oviparus,

compounded of ovum, 'egg', and the stem of

parere, 'to bring forth'. See ovum and -par-

ous.

oviposit, intr. v., to deposit eggs (with the ovi-

positor; said of insects). — Compounded of

ovi-, 'egg', and L. positus, pp. of ponere, 'to

place'. See position.

ovipositor, n., organ in insects to deposit eggs in a

suitable position.— See prec. word and agential

suff. -or.

Ovis, n., the genus consisting of the domestic

sheep and most of the wild sheep (zool.) — L.

ovis, 'a sheep'. See ovine.

-OVO-, combining form meaning 'egg'. — Fr. L.

ovum, 'egg'. See ovum.

ovoid, adj., egg-shaped. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

ovum, 'an egg', and Gk. -OEiSr]?, 'like', fr. sISo?,

'form, shape'. See ovum and -oid. The correct

form is ooid (fr. Gk. o)6v, 'egg', and -oEiSr)?,

'like').

ovolo, n., a convex molding, usually forming a

quarter of a circle or ellipse (archit.) — It. ovolo

(now spelled uovolo), dimin. oiovo (resp. uovo),

'egg', fr. L. ovum. See ovum.

ovoviviparous, adj., producing eggs that are hatch-

ed out within the body of the female (zool.) —
Compounded of ovo- and viviparous.

ovulate, adj., having an ovule or ovules.— Form-

ed with adj. suff. -ate fr. ModL. ovulum. See

ovule.

ovulate, intr. v., to produce ovules. — See prec.

word.

Derivative: ovulat-ion, n.

ovular, adj., pertaining to an ovule. — ModL.
ovuldris, fr. ovulum. See next word and -ar.

ovule, n., a small egg; specif, 1) an unfertilized

ovum (zool.); 2) that part of a plant which de-

velops into a seed (hot.)— F., fr. ModL. ovulum,

'a small egg', dimin. of L. ovum. See ovum and

-ule.

ovum, n., an egg; the female germ cell ibiol.)— L.

ovum, 'egg', cogn. with Gk. (iov, ON. egg, OE.

§eg. See egg and cp. aviary. Cp. also oval, ovary,

ovate, ovolo, ovule.

owe, tr. and intr. v. — ME. owen, awen, fr. OE.

dgan, 'to possess, have, own, owe', rel. to OFris.

dga, ON. eiga, Swed. dga, OHG. eigan, Goth.

digan, 'to possess, have', fr. I.-E. base *aik-, 'to

own', whence also OI. ise, 'he owns', isdh,

"owner, lord, ruler', Isvardfi, 'owner, ruler, lord,

king', Avestic is-, 'riches, fortune', isvan-, 'well

off, rich'. Cp. ougbt, aux. v., own, adj. and v.,

draught, freight. Cp. also Ishvara.

Derivative: owing (q.v.)
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owing, adj.— Pres. part, of prec. word, used in a

passive sense (= owed).

owl, n. — ME. oule, owle, fr. OE. die, rel. to Du.

uil, OHG. uwila, MHG. iuwel, iule, G. Eule, ON.
ugla (for *uggvala), Dan. ugle, Swed. uggla; of

imitative origin. Cp. L. ulutdre, 'to howl, screech,

cry out', ulula, 'owl', prop, 'the screeching bird'

;

and see ululate. See also howl, howlet.

Derivatives: owl-er, n., owl-ery, n., owl-et, n.,

owl-ing, n., owl-lish, adj., owl-ish-ly, adv., owl-

ish-ness, n.

own, adj. — ME. owen, awen, fr. OE. dgen,

'own', lit. 'possessed by', prop. pp. of dgan, 'to

possess, have'; rel. to OS. egan, 'own', OFris.

egin, ON. eiginn, Dan., Swed. egen, Du. eigen,

OHG. eigan, MHG., G. eigen, 'own', of s.m.,

which all are orig. pp.s. and are rel. to Goth.

digan, 'to possess, have', dih, 'I possess, have'.

See owe and cp. own, v.

own, tr. and intr. v.— ME. ohnien, ahnien, fr. OE.

dgnian, 'to possess, take possession of, fr. dgen,

'own' (adj.); rel. to ON. eigna, 'to own', Dan.

egne, OHG. eiginen, G. eignen, of s.m. See own,

adj.

Derivatives: own-er, n., owner-less, adj., owner-

ship, n., own-ness, n.

ox, n. — ME., fr. OE. oxa, rel. to OS., OHG.
okso, ON. oxi, uxi, OFris. oxa, MDu. osse, Du.

OS, MHG. ohse, G. Ochse, Goth, auhsa, and

cogn. with W. ych, 'ox', Mir. oss, 'stag', OI,

uk^d, Avestic uxshan-, 'ox, bull', Toch. B okso,

'ox', fr. I.-E. base *uksen-, 'male animal', lit.

'besprinkler', fr. base *uks-, 'to sprinkle', whence

OI. uksdti, 'sprinkles' . This base is related to

base *ug"-, 'wet, moist, to sprinkle', whence Gk.

uypAi;, 'wet, moist', L. umor (for *ug"mor),

'fluid, moisture". See humor and cp. uxorious.

Cp. also the second element in aurochs.

oxalate, n., a salt of oxalic acid (chem.) — F.,

coined by Guyton de Morveau (1737-1816) fr.

L. oxdlis, 'sorrel'. See Oxalis and chem. suff;

-ate.

oxalic, n., pertaining to the acid C^H^O^ {chem.)

— F. oxalique, fr. L. oxdlis, 'sorrel' ; so called by

the French chemist Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier

(1743-94) in 1787, because it occurs in the plant

sorrel. See Oxalis and adj. suff. -ic.

Oxalidaceae, n. pi., the wood sorrel family {hot.)

— ModL., formed fr. Oxalis with suff. -aceae.

oxalidaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Oxalis, n., a genus of plants, the wood sorrel

{bot.) — L. oxalis, 'a sort of sorrel', fr. Gk.

oJaXic, 'sorrel', fr. o^uc, 'sharp', which is rel. to

Szpic, 'peak, point', Homeric oxpiav, 'to make

rough or rugged', oxptaaO^at, 'to beexasperated',

cogn. with L. ocris, 'a rugged, stony mountain',

medi-ocris, 'middling, moderate, indifferent, tol-

erable', orig. 'being half-way up the height of a

mountain', Umb. ukar, ocar, 'fortress, citadel,

mountain', and in gradational relationship to L.

acer, 'sharp'. See acrid and cp. oxy-, oxytone,

paroxysm. Cp. also mediocre.
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oxidation, n., the act of oxidizing or the state of

being oxidized. — F. (now spelled oxydation).

See oxide and -ation.

oxide, also oxid, n., a compound of oxygen with

an element or radical (chem.) — F. oxide (now

spelled oxyde), coined by G. de Morveau fr. Gk.

bE,{)q, 'sharp', and acide, 'acid'. The spelling

oxyde was influenced by Gk. o^u?, 'sharp, sour,

acid'.

oxidize, tr. v., to combine with oxygen; intr. v.,

to become oxidized (chem.) — Formed fr. prec.

word with suff. -ize.

Derivatives: oxidiz-able, adj., oxidiz-abil-ity , n.,

oxidiz-er, n.

oxlip, n., a kind of primrose. — OE. oxanslyppe,

fr. oxan, gen. of oxa, 'ox', and slyppe, 'slime'.

See ox and slip and cp. cowslip.

Oxonian, adj., pertaining to Oxford or Oxford

University; n., a native or inhabitant of Oxford

;

a member of Oxford University. — Formed

with suff. -an fr. ML. Oxonia, 'Oxford'.

oxter, n., the armpit (Scot.) — OE. ohsta, oxta,

'shoulder', rel. to OE. oxn, 'armpit', and cogn.

with L. axilla, 'armpit'. See aisle.

oxy-, combining form meaning 1) 'sharp, point-

ed', as in oxytone ; 2) 'acid', as in oxygen.— Gk.

65u-, fr. o^'J?, 'sharp'. See Oxalis.

oxy-, combining form meaning 1) 'containing

oxygen', as in oxycarbonate, oxyhydrogen; 2)

'containing the hydroxyl radical', as in oxy-

aldehyde, etc. (in this latter sense the form

hydroxy- is preferably used). — Short for

oxygen.

oxyacetylene, adj., pertaining to a mixture of

oxygen and acetylene.— Compounded of oxy-,

'containing oxygen', and acetylene.

oxyacid, n., an acid that contains oxygen (chem.)

— A hybrid coined fr. oxy-, 'containing oxygen',

and L. acidus, 'sour, acid'. See acid and cp.

hydracid.

Oxydendrum, n., a genus of plants, the sorrel tree

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of oxy-, 'sharp,

sour', and Gk. SIvSpov, 'tree'. See dendro- and

cp. the second element in rhododendron.

oxygen, n., a gaseous chemical element. — F.

oxygene, short (or principe oxygene (earlier /?/•/«-

cipe oxygine), lit. 'the acidifying principle' ; coin-

ed by the French chemist Antoine-Laurent La-

voisier (1743-94) in 1777 fr. Gk. o^'k, 'sharp,

acid', and ysivojia!., 'I beget, bear, bring forth',

which stands for 'vEvwuiai, and is rel. to ysv-

vi(o, 'I beget, bring forth, generate, produce'; see

oxy-, 'sharp; acid", and -gen. Hence oxygen lit.

means 'producing acids'; Lavoisier and the

other chemists of his time believed that oxygen

was an important compound of every acid.

oxygenate, tr. v., to combine with oxygen (chem.)

— F. oxygener, fr. oxygene. See oxygen and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: oxygenat-ion, n.

oxygenize, tr. v., to oxygenate. — Formed fr.

oxygen with suff. -ize.

oxyhemoglobin, oxyhaemoglobin, n., a substance

found in arterial blood, formed by the loose

union of hemoglobin with oxygen. — Com-
pounded of oxy-, 'containing oxygen', and

hemoglobin.

oxyhydrogen, adj., pertaining to, or using, a

mixture of oxygen and hydrogen; n., oxy-

hydrogen gas (chem.) — Compounded of oxy-,

'containing oxygen', and hydrogen.

oxymoron, n., a figure of speech by which contra-

dictory terms are combined. — Gk. h^{i\L<x>?OM,

neut. of 656[i,(opoq, 'pointedly foolish', com-

pounded of o^iJi;, 'sharp, pointed', and utopog,

'foolish'. See oxy-, 'sharp', and moron.

oxyntic, adj., secreting acid. — Formed with suff.

-ic fr. Gk. *6^uvt6(;, verbal adj. of ojuvsiv, 'to

sharpen', fr. oE,i)c,. See oxy-, 'sharp'.

Oxyopidae, n. pi., a family of hunting spiders

(zool.)— ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk.

o^uoiTi-^?, 'sharp-eyed', which is compounded of

o^ii?, 'sharp', and &i/, gen. (otco?, 'eye'. See

oxy-, 'sharp', and -opia.

Oxyrrhyncha, Oxyrhyncha, n., a division ofcrabs,

the spider crabs (zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

o^uppuYX^?' 'sharp-snouted', which is com-

pounded of o^ui;, 'sharp', and puyxoi;, 'snout'.

See oxy-, 'sharp', and rhyncho-.

oxysalt, n., a salt of an oxyacid (chem.) — Com-
pounded of oxy-, 'containing oxygen', and salt.

oxysulfide, also spelled oxysulphide, n., a com-

pound of oxygen and sulfur with an element or

positive radical (chem.) — Compounded of

oxy-, 'containing oxygen', and sulfide.

oxytocia, n., rapid childbirth (med.) — Medical

L. See next word and 1st -ia.

oxytocic, adj., hastening childbirth (med.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. 6^ut6kiov (scil.

9ap|xaxov), 'medicine for hastening childbirth',

fr. o^u?, 'sharp, quick', and xoxog, 'childbirth,

parturition'. See oxy- and toco-.

Derivative: oxytocic, n., a substance hastening

childbirth.

oxytocin, n., a hormone of the posterior pituitary

gland, serving to stimulate the contractions of

the uterus in childbirth (med.)— See prec. word

and -in.

oxytone, adj., having an acute accent on the last

syllable; n., an oxytone "word. — Gk. o^utovo?,

compounded of ovJ?, 'sharp', and tovo?, 'tone'.

See oxy-, 'sharp', and tone.

Oxytropis, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of oxy- and Gk.

Tp6-i;, 'keel', which is rel. to -rpoTTOc, 'turn'.

See trope and cp. words there referred to.

oyer, n., a hearing of causes; an assize. — ME.,

fr. AF., which corresponds to OF. oir, oyr (F.

ouir), 'to hear', used as a noun, fr. L. audire, 'to

hear'. See audible and cp. oyez. For the subst.

use of OF. infinitives cp. attainder and words

there referred to.

oyer and terminer, in England, a court of judges

of assize; in the United States, a higher criminal



oyez

court. — AF., 'a hearing and determining', lit.

'to hear and determine'; infinitives used as

nouns. See prec. word and terminer,

oyez, also oyes, interj. 'Hear! hear ye!', a cry

uttered usually thrice, to call attention. — ME.
oyes, fr. AF. oyes, which corresponds to OF.
oiez, oyez, 'hear ye!', imper. pi. of oj> (F. ouir),

'to hear', fr. L. audidtis, 2nd pers. pi. of pres.

subj. fr. audire, 'to hear'. See audible and cp.

oyer,

oyster, n.— ME., fr. OF. oistre, uistre (F. fiuitre),

fr. L. ostrea, ostreum, fr. Gk. oOTpsov, 'oyster',

which is rel. to octteov, octtouv, 'bone'; so

called from its hard shell. See osteo- and cp.

ostracize.

0Z0-, combining form meaning 'smell' (generally

used in a bad sense. — Gk. ol^o-, fr. 8i^Etv, 'to
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smell'. See odor and cp. ozone, osmium.

ozocerite, n., a waxlike mineral. — G. Ozokerit,

coined by the German mineralogist Ernst Frie-

drich Glocker (1793-1858) in 1833 fr. ozo-, Gk.
x.-r\p6c„ 'wax', and sutf. -it, which goes back to

Gk. -iTrji;. See cere and subst. suff. -ite.

ozone, n., an allotropic form of oxygen with a

pungent odor (chem.)— Coined by the German
chemist Christian Friedrich Schonbein (1799-

1868) in 1840 fr. Gk. o!;£tv, 'to smell'; so called

by him because of its strong smell. See ozo-.

Derivatives: ozon-ed, ozon-ic, adjs., ozonize

(q.v.), ozon-ous, adj.

ozonize, tr. v., to convert into ozone; to impreg-

nate with ozone (chem.) — Formed from prec.

word with suff. -ize.

Derivatives: ozoniz-ation, n., ozoniz-er, n.

pa, n., father {colloq.) — Abbreviation of papa.

pabulum, n., food, nourishment. — L. pabulum,

'food, fodder', for *pa-dhlo-m, formed with in-

strumental suff. *-dhlo-m fr. I.-E. base *pa-, 'to

tend, keep, pasture, feed, guard, protect',

whence also L. pa-nis, 'bread', pd-scere, 'to

graze, pasture, feed', pastor, 'shepherd', lit.

'feeder'. See food and words there referred to,

and cp. esp. pastor.

paca, n., a rodent of Central and South America.

— Sp., fr. T\ypipdca.

pace, n., a step. — ME. pas, fr. OF. (= F.) pas,

fr. L. passus, 'step, stride, pace', lit. 'a stretching

out (of the leg)', fr. passus, pp. of pandere, 'to

stretch out'. See patent and cp. pas, passage,

compass, surpass, trespass, passport.

Derivatives: pace, intr. v., pac-er, n.

pace, n., with the leave of; a courteous form ex-

pressing disagreement. — L. pace, abl. oi pax,

'peace'. See pax, peace.

pachisi, n., name of a game played in India. —
Hind, pachisi, 'twenty-five', contraction of OI.

pdnca, 'five', and vimsatlh, 'twenty', so called

because the highest number thrown is 25. — OI.

pdnca is cogn. with Gk. Trivxe, L. quinque,

Goth, fimf, OE. fif; see five. OI. vimsatifi is

cogn. with Boeot. Gk. *F£{xtxTi, *fTKaTi,,

Ion. and Att. eikocfi, L. viginti, 'twenty'; see

vicennial.

pachnoUte, n., a hydrous fluoride of aluminum,

calcium and sodium (mineral.) — G. Pachnolit,

compounded of Gk. niyy-rj, 'frost', and Xi&o?,

'stone'. The first element stands for 'Tcay-ova

and is rel. to Trayoq, 'frost', fr. I.-E. base *pdg-,

'to make firm, fix'; see pact and cp. words there

referred to. For the second element see -lite.

pachouli, n. — See patchouli.

pachy-, combining form meaning 'thick, dense'.

— Gk. Tta/.u-, fr. r.ci.-fx>c„ 'thick, dense', for I.-E.

*bhnghus, whence also OI. bahuh, 'much, nu-

merous'; cogn. with Avestic bazah-, 'height,

depth' (for *bhenghos), Hitt. pankush, 'large',

ON. bingr, 'heap', OHG. bungo, 'a bulb', Lith.

biess (for *bhenghus), 'thick'. Cp. the first ele-

ment in bahuvrihi.

pachycephalia, pachycephaly, n., thickness of the

skull (med.) — Medical L. pachycephalia, lit.

'thickness of the head', compounded of pachy-

and Gk. v.zr^-xKr,, 'head'. See cephalic. For the

ending see 1st -ia, resp. -y (representing Gk.

-iS).

pachyderm, n., a thick-skinned animal, as the

elephant, rhinoceros and hippopotamus. — F.

pachyderme, fr. Gk. 7raxuSep[iO?, 'thick-skin-

ned', which iscompounded of Traxu?, 'thick', and

S£p(X(x, gen. S^pfjiaToi;, 'skin'. See pachy- and

derma.

pachydermatous, adj., 1) thick-skinned; 2) insen-

sitive. — See prec. word and -ous.

pachydermia, n., abnormal thickness of the skin

(med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. TraxuSEpjxta,

'thickness of the skin', fr. TraxuSEpjxo;, 'thick-

skinned'. See pachyderm.

Derivative: pachydermi-al, adj.

pachymeningitis, n., inflammation of the dura

mater (med.) — Medical L., formed from next

word with sufl'. -itis.

pachymeninx, n., the dura mater (anat.) — Med-
ical L., compounded of pachy- and Gk. [i^viy^,

'membrane'. See meninx.

Pachysandra, n., a genus ofplants of the box fam-

ily (bot.)— ModL., compounded of pachy- and

Gk. avTjp, gen. avSpoi;, 'man', used in the mod-
em sense of stamen. See andro-.

Pachystima, n., a genus of plants of the staff-tree

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of pachy-

and Gk. CTTiysxa, 'puncture, stigma'. See stigma.

pacific, adj. — MF. (= F.) pacifique, fr. L.

pdcificus, 'peace-making', fr. pax, gen. pads,

'peace', and -ficus, fr. -ficere, unstressed form of

facere, 'to make, do'. See pacify and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives : paci^c-a/, adj., pacific-al-ly, adv.

Pacific, n., the Pacific Ocean. — From prec.

word; so called by its discoverer Vasco Nufiez

De Balboa (cca. 1475-1517) in allusion to the

calmness of its waves.

pacificate, tr. v., to pacify. — L. pdcificdtus, pp.

of pdcificdre. See pacify and verbal suff. -ate.

pacification, n.— MF. (= F.), fr. L. pdcificdtio-

nem, ace. of pdcificdtid, 'making of peace', fr.

pdcificdtus, pp. of pdcificdre. See pacify and

-ation.

pacificator, n. — L. pdcificdtor, 'maker of peace',

fr. pdcificdtus, pp. of pdcificdre. See pacify and

agential suff. -or.

pacificatory, adj., tending to pacify. — L. pdcifi-

cdtdrius, 'peace-making', fr. pdcificdtus, pp. of

pdcificdre. See pacify and adj. suff. -ory.

pacifism, n.— Contraction of pacificism, which is

formed fr. pacific with suff. -ism. For the short-

ening of pacificism into pacifism see haplology.

pacifist, n. and adj. — Contraction of pacificist.

See pacific and -ist and cp. prec. word. For the

shortening ofpacificist into pacifist see haplology.

Derivative: pacifist-ic, adj.

pacify, tr. v. — ME. pacifien, fr. OF. (= F.)

pacifier, fr. L. pdcificdre, 'to make peace', fr. pax,

gen. pdcis, 'peace', and -ficere, unstressed form
offacere, 'to make, do'. See pax and -fy and cp.

pacificate.

Derivatives: pacifi-able, adj., pacifi-er, n.

pack, n.— ME. pakke, of LG. origin. Cp. MLG.
pak, packe, MDu., Du. pak, 'package, parcel,

bundle', orig. a term of wool trade in Flanders.
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It. pacco is a Dutch loan word. Cp. next word.

Derivatives: pack, adj., pack-less, adj.

pack, tr. and intr. v. — Fr. pack, n. Cp. MLG.,

LG., MDu. and Du. pakken, 'to pack'.

Derivatives: pack-er, n., pack-ery, n., pack-ing,

n.

package, n. — Prob. fr. Du. pakkage, 'baggage',

fr. pak, 'pack'. See pack, n., and -age.

Derivatives: package, tr. v., packag-ing, n.,

packag-er, n.

packet, n. — MF. pacquet (F. paquei), dimin. of

pacque, fr. MDu. (= V)u.)pak. See pack, n., and

-et.

Derivative : packet, tr. v.

pact, n. — ME., fr. MF. pact (F. pacte), fr. L.

pactum, 'contract, covenant', prop. neut. pp. of

paclscor, paciscl, 'to covenant, make a treaty,

agree, stipulate', rel. to pax, gen. pads, 'peace',

fr. I.-E. base *pdk-, *pdg-, 'to join together,

unite, make firm, fasten, fix', whence also L.

pangere, 'to join, make firm', pagus, 'district,

province, village', pdgina, 'strips of papyrus

fastened together, page', palus (for *pak-slos),

'post, stake', OI. pas-, pasa-, 'cord, rope', Avestic

pas-, 'to fetter', Gk. Tnjyviivai, 'to fix, make

firm, fast or solid, to harden, freeze', Trayv),

'snare, noose', lit. 'anything that fixes', Ttdyoi;,

'something solid; mountain peak, rocky hill',

Tzdyioc;, 'solid', Traysxii;, 'frost', TtTJyjxa, 'some-

thing fastened together', TTrj^ti;, 'a making firm,

fastening', TraffCTaXot; (for *r:<ky.-iixkoc,), 'peg',

Russ. pazii, 'joint', Slovenic pdz, 'partition (of

planks'), OE.fxc, 'space, period of time', OE.

fegan, 'to join', /on, 'to catch, seize', OE. fseger,

OHG. fagar, 'beautiful'. Cp. appalto, appease,

Areopagus, compact, adj., n., and v., compages,

dispatch, fay, 'to join', hapax legomenon, im-

pact, impinge, pace, 'with the leave of, pachno-

lite, pagan, page, 'side', pageant, Paguridae, pail,

pale, 'boundary', parapegm, pax, paxilla, pay,

'to requite', peace, pectin, pectolite, Peganum,

pegmatize, -pexy, pole, 'stake', propagate. Cp.

also fair, 'beautiful', fake, fang, fay, 'to join',

feague.

Pactolian, adj., pertaining to the Pactolus: gold-

en. — Formed with suff. -ian fr. L. Pactolus, fr.

Gk. riaxTcoXoi;, name of a river in Lydia, fa-

mous for its gold-containing sand.

pad, n., road. — Du. pad, 'path', rel. to OE. psep,

OHG. p/'ad. See path and cp. the second element

in footpad.

pad, n., a cushion; a stuffed saddle, etc. — Of
uncertain, possibly, LG. origin. Cp. MDu. pad,

'sole of the foot'.

Derivatives: pad, tr. v., to stuff, padd-ing, n.

pad, tr. and intr. v., to go along, trudge along. —
Of imitative origin; influenced in meaning by

pad, 'road'.

pad, n., a basket. — A var. of dial. ped. See

peddler.

paddle, n., a short oar with a wide blade. — ME.
padell, 'a small spade*, of uncertain origin.

Derivative: paddle, tr. v., to move (a boat, etc.)

by means of a paddle.

paddle, intr. v., to dabble. — Of uncertain origin;

perh. freq. of pad, 'to go'. Cp. LG. paddeln, 'to

go with short steps, to paddle'.

Derivative: paddle, n.

paddock, n., an enclosure.— ME.parrock, fr. OE.

pearroc, 'fold, enclosure'. See parrock and cp.

park. For the change of -r- to -d- cp. pediment.

Derivative : paddock, tr. v.

paddock, n., toad (archaic). — ME. paddok, di-

min. ofpadde, 'toad', which is rel. to ON.padde,

Swed. padda, Dan. padde, Du. pad, padde, of

s.m. For the ending see suff. -oek.

paddy, n., rice in the husk. — Malay pddl.

Paddy, n., an Irishman (colloq.) — Dimin. of

Pddraig, the Irish form of Patrick (q.v.)

paddymelon, n., a small kangaroo. — From Aus-

tralian native name.

padishah, n., title of the Persian shah and the

Turkish sultan. — Turk, pddishdh, fr. Pers.

pddshdh, which is compounded oipad, 'master',

and shah, 'king'. The first element is rel. to

OPers. pati, Avestic paiti-, OI. pdtih, 'master,

husband', and cogn. with Gk. Triai.; (for *tc6-

Ti?), of s.m., h. patens, 'mighty'. See potent and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also the first ele-

ment in bezoar. For the second element see shah.

Cp. pashah.

padlock, n., a removable lock. — Compounded

of pad, 'padlock', a word of uncertain origin,

and lock, 'a device for closing the door'.

Derivative : padlock, tr. v.

padnag, n., an ambling nag. — Compounded of

pad, 'road', and nag.

padre, n., priest, chaplain. — It., Sp., Pott, padre,

'father', fr. L. patrem, ace. oipater, 'father'. See

pater,

padrone, n., patron; master. — It., fr. L. patrd-

num, ace. of palrdnus, 'protector', fr. pater,

'father'. See patron,

paduasoy, n., a corded silk fabric. — F. pou-de-

soie (see poult-de-soie) ; but influenced in form

by Padua, city in N. Italy (the word was sup-

posed to mean 'silk of Padua').

paean, pean, n., a song of joy and triumph. — L.,

fr. Gk. Tracicxv, 'a hymn, a song of triumph', fr.

llaLav, Paean, name of the physician of the

gods, later Apollo, lit. 'one who touches',

whence used in the sense 'one who heals by a

touch', fr. Ttaico, Trakiv, 'to touch, strike',

which prob. stands for 'rrafico and is cogn.

with L. pavid, pavTre, 'to strike, beat". See pave

and cp. paeon, peony.

Derivative: paean, pean, tr. v., to praise in

paeans.

paed-, form of paedo- before a vowel.

paedagogic, adj. — See pedagogic,

paedagogue, n. — See pedagogue,

paedagogy, n. — See pedagogy,

paederast, n., paederasty, n. — See pederast,

pederasty.

paediatric, adj. — See pediatric.

paedo-, before a vowel paed-. — See pedo-, ped-,
'boy, child'.

paedobaptism, n. — See pedobaptism.
paedology, n., child study. — See 1st pedology.
Paelignian, n., the language of the Paeligni, a
people of Central Italy. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. L. Paeligm, 'the Paeligni', a name prob.
rel. to paelex, 'concubine', and cogn. with Gk.
TraXXaS, 'boy; girl', Tza.Xkai.y.yj, jraXXazlt;, 'con-
cubine', TiaXXct?, 'virgin, maiden'; see Pallas.

Accordingly, Paeligni orig. must have meant
'the sons of unmarried girls'. See F. Altheim,
Geschichte der lateinischen Sprache und Litera-
tur, pp. 56-58.

paenula, n., a long woolen sleeveless coat or
mantle worn esp. on journeys and in bad weath-
er {Roman antiq.) — L., fr. Gk. 9aiv6X7!,

'mantle', lit. 'the shining one', fr. ipaiveiv, 'to

show', 9atvs(i»at, 'to appear, give light, shine
forth'. See phantasm,

paeon, n., a metrical foot consisting of four sylla-

bles, one long and three short (Greek and Lat.
pros.) — L. paeon, fr. Gk. Tiaiwv, 'a hymn; a
paeon', Att. form of Tiaiav. See paean.

Paeonla, n., a genus of plants, the peony (bat.)—
See peony and 1st -ia.

paeonic, adj., pertaining to a paeon. — Late L.
paednicus, fr. Gk. T:aiMviz6c, fr. Traiwv. See
paeon and adj. sulf. -ic.

pagan, n., a heathen.— ME., fr. Late L. pdgdnus,
'countryman, villager, civilian'. The eariy Chris-
tians called the heathens 'civilians', in contra-
distinction to the 'soldiers' of Christianity. Late
L. pdgdnus derives fr. L. pdgus, 'district, prov-
ince, village', prop, 'something joined together,
something united', fr. I.-E. base *pdg-, *pdJc-,

'to join together', whence also L. pangere, 'to

join, make firm', pax, gen.pdcis, 'peace', paciscl,

'to make a treaty'; see pact. Cp. F. palen, 'pa-

gan', which also derives fr. Late L. pdgdnus. Cp.
also paysage, peasant.

Derivatives
:
pagan, adj., pagan-dom, n., pagan-

ish, adj.

paganism, n., the state of being a pagan; hea-
thenism. — Late ME., fr. Late L. pdgdnismus,
'heathenism', fr. pdgdnus. Seeprec. word and -ism
and cp. paynim, which is a doublet ofpaganism.

paganize, tr. v., to render heathenish, to hea-
thenize.— F. paganiser, fr. Late L. pdgdnus. See
pagan and -ize.

page, n., a boy attendant. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

page, fr. It. paggio, fr. Gk. TratSiov, 'a young
boy', dimin. of Ttaii;, gen. ttxiSoi;, 'child'. See
pedo-, 'boy, child'.

page, n., one side of a leaf of a book. — OF. (=
F.), fr. L. pdgina, 'strips of papyrus fastened
together, page, leaf, slab', fr. I.-E. base *pdg-,
pdk-, 'to join together', whence also L. pangere,
'to join, make firm', pax, gen. pdcis, 'peace',

paclscT, 'to make a treaty'. See pact and cp.
pagan. Cp. also pail, peg.

paillasse

Derivative :/)age, tr. v., to mark the pages of.

pageant, n., exhibition, spectacle. Orig., a mov-
able scaffold on which a mystery play was
performed. — ME. pagin, pagen, pagent, fr.

Late L. pdgina, 'movable scaffold, scene of a
play', fr. L. pdgina, 'leaf, slab'; see page, 'side of
a book'. The t is excrescent; cp. the words an-
cient, peasant, pheasant, tyrant.

Gematives: pageant, adj. and tr. v.,pageant-ed,
adj., pageant-eer, n., pageant-ic, adj., pageant-
ry, n.

paginal, adj. — Late L.pdgindlis, 'pertaining to a
page', fr. L. pdgina, 'page'. See page, 'side of
a book', and adj. suff. -al.

paginary, adj., paginal — Formed with adj. suff.

-ary fr. L. pdgina, 'page'. See page, 'side of a
book'.

paginate, tr. v., to mark the pages of, to page. —
Formed with verbal suff. -ate fr. L. pdgina,
'page'. See page, 'side of a book'.

Derivative: paginat-ion, n.

pagoda, n., a temple in India or China. — Port.

pagoda, fr. Tamil pagavadi, prop, 'house be-
longing to a deity', fr. OI. bhdgavati, fern, of
bhdgavat, 'blessed, adorable, sublime, divine',

fr. Bhdgah, 'a god of wealth'. See Bhaga.
pagurian, adj., pertaining to the Paguridae; n., a
member of the Paguridae. — See next word and
-ian.

Paguridae, n. pi., the family of the typical hermit
crabs. — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L.

pagurus, fr. Gk. -irixYoupOi;, 'crab', lit. 'with stiff

tails', compounded of stem *TcaY-, 'firmly fixed'

(whence also Ttayoi;, 'something solid; moun-
tain peak, rocky hill', Trayto?, 'solid'), and
oupa, 'tail'. The first element derives fr. I.-E.

base *pdg-, *pdk-, 'to join together; see pact.

For the second element see uro-, 'tail'.

pah, interj., exclamation of disgust. — Imitative.

Pahlavi, n., an Iranian language spoken in Persia

from the 3rd to about the 10th century. — Pers.

Pahlavi, fr. OPers. Parthava, 'Parthia'.

paideutics, n., pedagogy.— Gk. TraiSsuxixr) (sell.

ct/yr}), 'the art of teaching', fem. of irai-

Seutixo?, 'pertaining to teaching', fr. TTDtiSe-jTi?,

verbal adj. of TtatSeiiEtv, 'to teach', fr. Trati;,

gen. TiaiSo?, 'child'. See pedo- and cp. words
there referred to. For the ending see suff. -ics.

paidology, n., the study of the child. — Com-
pounded of Gk. Tzcdi;, gen. 7iai86i;, 'child', and
-XoyiS, fr. -Xoyoc, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See pedo-, 'boy, child', and -logy.

Derivatives
: paidolog-ic-al, adj., paidolog-ist, n.

pall, n. — ME. paile, prob. fr. OE. psegel, 'a

small measure; wine vessel, gill', fr. ML. pd-
gella, 'a measure', fr. L. pdgella, 'column', dim.
ofpdgina, 'page'. See page, 'side of a book'. Cp.
OF. paielle, 'wood gauge', which also derives
fr. MX., pdgella. Cp. also peg.

paillasse, also palliasse, n., straw mattress.— F.
paillasse, 'straw mattress', fr. paille, 'straw', fr.



paillette

L. palea, 'chaff', which is cognate with OI.

paldvah, 'chaff', OSlav. plSva, Russ. peleva,

Lith. pelus (pi.), Lett, p^lus, p^lavas (pi.),

OPruss. pelwo, 'chaff' (Hung, pelyva, 'chaff',

is a Slavonic loan word), Gk. eTCE-7tXo(f)o<;,

'omentum', and prob. also with L. pellis (for

*pel-nis), 'skin', for which see pellicle. Cp.

pallet, 'mattress'.

paillette, n., 1) a piece of metal used in enamel

painting; 2) spangle. — F., 'spangle, paillette',

dimin. of paitle, 'straw'. See prec. word and cp.

pallet. For the ending see suff. -ette.

Derivative: paillett-ed, adj.

pain, n. — ME. peyne, fr. OF. (= F.) pain, fr. L.

poena, 'compensation, punishment, penalty', fr.

Gk. TToivTj, 'punishment'. See penal.

Derivatives: pain-ful, adj., pain-ful-ly, adv.,

pain-ful-ness, a., pain-less, adj., pain-less-ly,

adv., pain-less-ness, n.

pain, tr. and intr. v. — ME. peynen, fr. OF. pener

(3rd person, sing, peine), fr. ML. poenare, 'to

penalize', fr. L. poena. See pain, n.

Derivatives: pain-ed, adj., pain-ing, adj., pain-

ing-ly, adv.

paint, tr. and intr. v. — ME. peynten, painten, fr.

OF. (= F.) peint, pp. of peindre, 'to paint', fr.

L. pictus, pp. of pingere, 'to paint, embroider,'

fr. I.-E. base *peig-, 'to adorn by coloring or

carving', whence also Ol. pihgah, pingaldk,

'reddish', Toch. A pik-, pek-, B pink, paik-, 'to

write', OSlav. plgii, 'variegated'. Fr. *peih-, a

related base, derive OLpeia/d/i, 'adorned, dec-

orated, lovely', pesah, 'shape, form', pimsdti,

'cuts, carves, adorns', Avestic paes-, 'to adorn',

Gk. TtoijcUoi;, 'variegated', TriKpo?, 'sharp,

bitter', OHG., OS. feh, 'variegated', ON. fa,

OHG. fehjan, 'to adorn', OE. fdh, 'variegated',

fdgian, 'to adorn', OSlav. piSg, plsati, Lith.

pieSiu, pieSti, 'to write', Lith. pieSa, 'soot',

OSlav. pistra, 'variegated', pisii, 'dog', pistrogu,

'trout'. Cp. depict, picric, pictorial, picture, pig-

ment, pint, pinta, pintado, poccilo-. Cp. also file,

'fool'.

Derivatives: paint, n., paint-ed, adj., painter

(q.v.), paint-ing, adj. and n., paint-ing-ly, adv.,

paint-ing-ness, n.,paint-y, adj., paint-i-ness, n.

painter, n., one who paints pictures. — ME.

peynteur, painter, fr. OF. peintour, peintor (F.

peintre), fr. VL. *pinct6rem, ace. of *pinctor,

refashioned fr. L. pictor (on analogy ofpingere,

'to paint"), fr. pictus, pp. of pingere, 'to paint".

See paint, and agential suff. -er.

painter, n., a rope fastened to the bow of a boat.

— ME. pantere, paynter, 'snare', prob. fr. OF.

pentoir or pentour, 'ropes for hanging', fr. pen-

dre, 'to hang', fr. L. pendere. See pendant.

painter, n., the cougar. — A var. of pantiier.

painture, n., a painting (obsol.) — OF. (= F.)

peinture, fr. L. pictura, 'painting', fr. pictus, pp.

of pingere. See paint and -ure and cp. picture,

which is a doublet ofpainture.

pair, n. — ME. paire, peir, fr. OF. (= F.) paire.

fr. L. paria, neut. pi. of par, 'equal' (taken as a

fem. sing, noun), whence L. parare, 'to make

equal', compdr, 'equal', compardre, 'to com-

pare' ;
prob. cogn. with Avestic pairyante, 'they

are compared', Gk. Tt^pvTjtit, 'I sell', prop. 'I

give for equal value', L. pretium, 'price', OI.

'prdti, 'against', Gk. Kp6i;, 'toward, to', OSlav.

protivU, protivQ, 'in opposition to, against', Gk.

7t6pvY), 'harlot', lit. 'bought, purchased', Lith.

perkit, 'I buy', Olr. renim, 'I sell', ernaim, 'I

grant, give'. All these words prob. derive fr.

I.-E. base *per-, 'equal; to sell, to buy (i.e. to

give, resp. take) for equal value'. Cp. par. Cp.

also appreciate, compare, depreciate, disparage,

disparity, interpreter, nonpareil, Paris, 'a genus

of plants', parisyllable, parity, parlay, paroli,

peer, n., pornography, praise, precious, price,

prize, pros-, umpire, herb Paris. Base *per-, 'to

sell", is prob. ult. identical with base *per; 'to

assign, allot', whence L. pars, gen. partis, 'part';

see part, n. Cp. pare and words there referred to.

Derivatives: pair, tr. and intr. v., pair-ed, adj.,

pair-ed-ness, n.

pajamas, pyjamas, n. pi., loose trousers or draw-

ers.— Hind, pdjdma, pdijdma, lit. 'leg-garment',

fr. Pers. pa, pat, 'foot, leg', and jama, 'clothing,

garment'. Pers. pal, 'foot, leg', is rel. to Avestic

pad-, 'foot', and cogn. with Gk. tcou?, gen. iro-

86q, L. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot', Goth, fotus, OE.

fot, 'foot'. See foot and cp. the second element

in charpoy, teapoy, seerpaw.

pal, n., an intimate friend. — English Gypsy pal,

phal, 'brother', fr. Gypsy phral, fr. OI. bhrdtar,

'brother'. See brother.

Derivatives: pal, intr. v., pall-ish, pall-y, adj.,

pall-i-ness, n.

palabra, n., word ;
palaver.— Sp., fr. L. parabola,

'comparison, parable, speech', fr. Gk. rrapa-

PoXy), lit. 'a throwing beside, juxtaposition'. See

parabola, parable, and cp. palaver,

palace, n.— ME. palais, fr. OF. (= F.) palais, fr.

L. palatium, 'palace', orig. 'palace built by

Augustus on Palatine Hill', fr. Palatium, 'Pala-

tine Hill', name of the central of the seven hills

of Rome. The name Palatium is prob. of Etrus-

can origin and rel. to Pales, name of an Italian

goddess of shepherds and cattle. Cp. F. Alt-

heim, A History of Roman Religion, p. 102.

Cp. palatial. Palatine, Pales, paladin and the

first element in palsgrave,

paladin, n., any of the twelve peers of Charle-

magne. — F., fr. It. paladino, fr. L. palatlnus,

'officer of the palace'. See palatine, adj. and n.

palae-, combining form. — See pale-.

Palaemon, n., 1) a sea-god in Greek mythology.

L., fr. Gk. IlaXai^wv, lit. 'wrestler', fr.

TtaXaieiv, 'to wrestle'. See palaestra.

Palaemon, n., the genus consisting of the typical

prawns (zool.)— Fr. prec. word.

palaeo-, combining form. — See paleo-.

palaestra, palestra, n., 1) wrestling school; 2)

gymnasium. — L. palaestra, fr. Gk. rtotXataxpa,

1113 paleolith

'wrestling school, gymnasium', formed with

-Tpa, a suff. denoting place, fr. TraXaieiv, 'to

wrestle', fr. TrdtXy;, 'wrestling', which is of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. 1st Palaemon. For the suff. -tra,

cp. orchestra.

Derivatives: pal(a)estr-al, adj., pal{a)estr-ian,

adj. and n., pal{a)estr-ic, adj.

palafitte, n., a prehistoric lake dwelling built on
piles. — F., fr. It. palafitta, 'fence of piles', fr.

palo, 'stake', and;?Mo, 'fixed'. It. pah derives fr.

L. pdlus, 'stake' ; see pale, 'boundary', and pole,

'stake'; It. fitto is pp. of figgere, 'to fix', fr. L.

figere, 'to fix' ; see fix.

palagonite, n., a basaltic tufa (/le/rogr.)—Named
after Patagonia in Sicily. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

palaite, n., a hydrous manganese phosphate (min-

eral.)— Named after Pala in San Diego county,

California. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

palama, n., the webbing on the feet of aquatic

birds. — ModL., fr. Gk. TraXdcfATj, 'open hand,

palm', which is cogn. with L. palma. See palm,

'the inner part of the hand'.

Derivative: /»a/am-a/e, adj.

palanquin, palankeen, n., a covered litter.— Port.

palanquim,ft.]a.\. pelangki, ult. fr. Ol. palyan-

kah, paryankah, which prob. means lit. 'that

which bends around the body', and is com-
pounded of pari, 'around', and dncati, 'bends,

curves'. See peri- and angle, 'corner'.

palatal, adj., pertaining to the palate.— F., fr. L.

palatum. See palate and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : palatal, n., a palatal sound, palatal-

ize, tr. v., to pronounce as a palatal, /ia/a/a/-!z-

ation, n.

palate, n. — ME. palat, fr. OF. palat, fr. L. pald-

tum, 'palate', which is prob. rel. to Etruscan

fala{n)dum, 'sky'. Cp. L. caell palatum, 'vault

of heaven'.

Derivatives
:
/)a/are, tr. \.,palat-able, adj., palat-

abil-ity, a., palat-able-ness, n., palal-abl-y, adv.

palatial, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

palace. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. pald-

tium, 'palace'. See palace,

palatinate, n., the province of a Palatine or

Count Palatine. — Formed fr. palatine, n., with

subst. suff. -ate. Cp. F. palatinat.

palatine, adj., pertaining to the palace. — F, pala-

tin, fr. L. paldtinus, 'pertaining to the palace",

fr. paldtium, 'palace'. See palace and -ine (rep-

resenting L. -inus).

palatine, n., officer of the palace. — F. palatin, fr.

L. paldtinus, 'an officer of the palace', prop, an
adj. meaning 'pertaining to the palace', used as

a noun. See prec. word and cp. paladin,

palatine, adj., pertaining to the palate. — F.

palatin, 'pertaining to the palate', fr. L. paldtum.

See palate and -ine (representing L. -inus) and
cp. palatal,

palate-, combining form meaning 'palate'. — Fr.

L. paldtum. See palate,

palaver, n., 1) conference, talk; 2) idle talk; 3)

flattery. — Port, palavra, 'word, talk', rel. to Sp.

palabra, of s.m., fr. L. parabola, 'comparison,

parable, speech', fr. Gk. rrapapoXr), 'compari-

son, parable'. See parable and cp. palabra.

Derivatives: palaver, tr. v., palaver-er, n., pala-

ver-ist, n., palaver-ment, n., palaver-ous, adj.

pale, n., 1) a pointed stake; 2) boundary. — ME.,
fr. MF. (= V.) pal, 'stake', fr. l^. pdlus, 'stake',

which stands for *pak-slos, and is rel. to pax,

gen. pads, 'peace', pacisci, 'to make an agree-

ment', pangere, 'to fasten'. See pact and cp.

impale. Cp. also palafitte, palette, pallet, 'pot-

ter's tool', paly, 'divided palewise', peel, 'a small

tower', peel, 'baker's shovel', pole, 'stake',

travail, travel,

pale, tr. v., to enclose with pales ; to enclose with

a fence. — ME. palen, fr. MF. palir, fr. pal,

'stake'. See prec. word.

pale, adj., whitish, wan. — ME., fr. OF. pale (F.

pale), fr. L. pallidus, 'pale', fr. pallere, 'to grow
pale'. See pallor and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: pale, intr. and tr. v., pale-ly, adv.,

pale-ness, n.

pale-, combining form. — See paleo-.

palea, n., a chaffy bract or scale {bot.) — L.,

'chaff'. See paillasse.

Derivative: pale-aceous, adj.

paleate, adj., having paleae (bot.) — L. paledtus,

'mixed with chaff', fr. palea. See prec. word and
adj. suff. -ate.

paleo-, palaeo-, before a vowel usually pale-,

palae-, combining form meaning 'ancient, prim-

itive'. — Gk. TtaXato-, TtaXai-, fr. TuaXat6i;,

'ancient', fr. TtaXai, 'long ago', which is rel. to

TtdcXiv, 'again, backward', Aeol. Gk. 7iy]Xui,

Gk. TfjXs, 'far off, at a distance", Gk. t^Xo?,

'end', fr. I.-E. base *q^el-, 'to turn, move about".

See tele- and words there referred to.

paleobotany, palaeobotany, n., botany dealing

with fossil plants. — Compounded of paleo-

and botany.

Derivatives : pal(a)eobotan-ic, pal(a)eobotan-ic-

al, adjs., pal(a)eobotan-ist, n.

Paleocene, Palaeocene, adj., pertaining to the

epoch preceding the Eocene (geol.) — Com-
pounded of paleo- and Gk. xaivi;, 'new'. See

kaino-.

Derivative: Pal(a)eocene, n., the Pal(a)eocene

period.

paleethnology, palaeethnology, n., ethnology of

prehistoric man. — Compounded of pale- and
ethnology.

Derivatives : pal(a)eethnolog-ic, pal(q)eethnolog-

ic-al, adjs., pal(a)eethnolog-ist, n.

paleographer, palaeographer, n., one learned in

paleography. — See paleo- and -grapher.

paleography, palaeography, n., study of ancient

writing. — Compounded of paleo- and -graphy.

Derivatives : pal(a)eograph-ic, pal(a)eograph-ic-

al, adjs., pal(a)eograph-ic-al-ly, adv., pal(a)eo-

grapk-ist, n.

paleoUth, palaeoUth, n., a stone implement of the



paleolithic

earlier Stone Age.— Back formation fr. paleoli-

thic.

paleolithic, palaeolithic, adj., pertaining to the

Earlier Stone Age {geol.) — Coined by John

Lubbock, the later Baron Avebury (1834-1913),

fr. Gk. TraXai6?, 'ancient', H&ot;, 'stone', and

suflf. -ic. See paleo- and litho- and cp. neolithic.

paleology, palaeology, n., the study of antiquity.

— Compounded of paleo- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr.

-X6yoq, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: pal{a)eolog-ic-al, adj., palidjeolog-

ist, n.

paleontography, palaeontography, n., the descrip-

tion of fossils. — F. paleontographie, lit. 'de-

scription of ancient existing things'; com-

pounded of Gk. TiaXatoi;, 'ancient', oVTa, 'ex-

isting things', plural of ov, neut. pres. part, of

slvai, 'to be', and -ypa9ta, fr. ypcxcpsiv, 'to

write'. See paleo-, onto- and -graphy.

Derivatives : pal(a)eontograph-ic, pal(a)eonto-

graph-ic-al, adjs.

paleontology, palaeontology, n., the study of an-

cient life on earth ; the study of fossils. F. pale-

ontologie, compounded of paleo- and ontology.

Derivatives : pal{d)eontolog-ic, pal{a)eontolog-ic-

al, adji. ,
pal(a)eontolog-ist, n.

paleopathology, palaeopathology, n., the study

of pathology in fossil organisms. — Com-
pounded of paleo- and pathology.

paleothere, palaeothere, n., a genus of extinct

mammals resembling the tapir.—• Compounded
of Gk. TtaXaio;, 'ancient', and ^r]p, 'wild beast'.

See paleo- and therio-.

Paleozoic, Palaeozoic, adj., pertaining to the era

between the Precambrian and the Mesozoic

(geol.)—Coined byAdam Sedgwick (1785-1873)

fr. Gk. -aXaio?, 'ancient' (see paleo-), C"'')i

'life' (see zoic), and suff. -ic.

Derivative : Pal(,a)eozoic, n.

paleozoology, palaeozoology, n., paleontology

of fossil animals. — Compounded of paleo- and

zoology.

Derivatives: pal(d)eozoolog-ic-al, adj., pal(a)e-

ozoolog-ist, n.

Pales, the Italian goddess of shepherds and cattle.

— L. Pales, prob. of Etruscan origin and related

to Palatium, 'Palatine Hill', the central of the

seven hills of Rome. — See palace and cp. pala-

tine, 'pertaining to the palace'.

Palestine, n. — F., fr. L. Palaestina, fr. Gk.

notAa',a-iv7j, fr. Heb. P'lesheth, 'Philistia,

land of the Philistines'. The name nocXaidTivy]

was first used by Herodotus. See Philistine.

Derivatives: Palestin-ian, adj. and n.

paletot, n., an overcoat. — F. paletot, fr. MP.
paltoke, paletoc, paletot, fr. ME. paltok, the

first element of which is identical with ME. pal,

fr. L. pallium, 'cloak'. See pall, 'cloak'. The
second element of the compound pal-tok is of

uncertain origin.

palette, n., painter's color-board. — F., prop, 'a
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thin piece of wood', diminutive formed fr. L.

pdla, 'spade, shovel', which is of uncertain ori-

gin. It is perh. rel. to L. pdlus, 'stake'. See pale.

'stake', and cp. pallet, peel, 'baker's shovel'. For

the ending seo suflF. -ette.

palfrey, n., saddle horse (archaic). — ME., fr.

OF. palefrei (F. palefroi), fr. ML. palafredus,

dissimilated fr. Late L. paraveredus, generally

supposed to be a hybrid coined fr. Gk. Trapdi

(see para-, 'beside') and Late L. veredus, 'cour-

ier's horse', which is usually derived from Cel-

tic *voredos; cp. W. gorwydd, 'horse', Olr. rla-

daim, 'I ride', and see ride. It is more probable,

however, that Late L. veredus is borrowed fr.

Heb. peredh, pheredh, 'mule' (through the me-

dium of Arab.-Pers. barid, 'courier'). OS. perid,

MDu. peert, paert, Du. paard, OHG. pfarifrit,

pferfrit (MHG.pharwit,phart, G. Pferd), 'horse',

are borrowed fr. ML. paraveredus.

Pali, n., the Old Indian dialect used in the sacred

writings of the Buddhists. — OI. pall, for pali

bhdfd, 'language of the canonical books', fr.

pall, 'line, role, canon', and bhd^d, 'language'.

palikar, n., a follower of a Greek or Albanian

military chief. — ModGk. TcaXixapt, 'boy',

dimin. of Gk. 7tdcXXa|, gen. TraXXaxo?, 'youth',

which is rel. to itaXXaxr], TraXXaxti;, 'concu-

bine', and to IlaXX^i;, gen. -aSo;, epithet of

Athene. See Pallas.

palilogy, n., repetition of a word or words for the

sake of emphasis (rhet.) — Late L. palilogia, fr.

Gk. TraXiXoyia, 'repetition', compounded of

TtdXiv, 'again', and -Xoyta, fr. -X6yo?, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. The first element is rel.

to Gk. TcdcXat, 'long ago'; see pale-. For the

second element see -logy.

palimpsest, n., a parchment from which the ear-

lier writing has been removed to make room for

the next.

—

L.palimpsestus, fr. Gk. TzaXi[i<l>riazoc;,

'scraped again' (whence the noun TTaXt|jti|iT]CTTov,

'a pahmpsest'), compounded of TraXiv, 'again',

and verbal adj. of 4'T)v, 'to touch on the surface,

to rub'. For the first element see prec. word. The

second element is rel. to Gk. <]i!i.y.[i.oc, (for ''^itf-

jxoi;), 'sand', (^^90?, Dor. ^S:tfo(;, 'small

stone, pebble' ; see sand and cp. psanimite, pse-

phism.

Derivatives: palimpsest, adj. and tr. v., palim-

psest-ic, adj.

paUndrome, n., a word, line or sentence reading

the same backward or forward. — Gk. TtaXiv-

8po[jto(;, 'running again", compounded of Tra-

Xiv, 'again, backwards', and Sp6|xo?, 'course',

whence Spouiaioi; xa(j.7]Xo;, 'dromedary'. See

palilogy and dromedary.

Derivatives : palindrom-ic, palindrom-ic-al, adjs.,

palindrom-ic-al-ly, adv., palindrom-ist, n.

paling, n., a fence made of pales. — Formed fr.

pale, V. with -Ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

palingenesis, n. rebirth, regeneration. — ModL.,
compounded of Gk. itdeXiv, 'again', and y£ve-
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aiz, 'origin, birth, descent, race'. See palilogy and
genesis.

Derivative : palingenes-ist, n.

palingenetic, adj. — See prec. word and genetic.

Derivative: palingenetic-al-ly, adv.

palinode, n., recantation. — MF. palinode, fr. L.

palinodia, fr. Gk. TtaXtvcoSta, 'recantation, pa-

linode', which is compounded of TtaXiv, 'again',

and <^^r\, 'song'. See palilogy and ode.

Derivatives: palinode, v., palinod-ist, n.

palinodic, adj. — Gk. 7raXivtj)Six6i;, fr. iraXi-

vtpSia. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

palinody, n., palinode {archaic) — MF. (= F.)

palinodie, fr. L. palinodia. See palinode and -y

(representing Gk. -ia).

palisade, n., a fence of stakes. — F. palissade, fr.

palisser, 'to fence in, enclose', fr. palis, 'paling',

fr. OF. pal, 'stake', fr. L. pdlus. See pale, 'stake'

and -ade.

Derivatives : palisade, tr. v., palisad-ing, n.

palisander, palissander, n., Brazilian rosewood.
— F. palissandre, fr. eailier palixandre, which is

prob. of Caribbean origin.

Paliurus, n., a genus of shrubs (bot.) — ModL.,
fr. L. paliHrus, fr. Gk. TiaXtoupo?, 'Christ's

thorn'.

pall, n., 1) a cloak {archaic); 2) a shroud. — ME.
pall, fr. OE. piell, 'costly cloak, robe, purple

garment', fr. L. pallium, 'cloak', which is rel. to

palla, 'long upper garment of Roman women',
and prob. cogn. with OSlav. pelena, 'swaddling

clothes', ON. feldr, 'sheepskin, mantle', and L.

pellis (for *pel-nis), 'skin'. See pellicle and cp.

paletot, palliate and the second element in tar-

paulin.

Derivatives : pall, tr. v.,palli-al, adi.,pall-ed, adj.

pall, intr. v., to become insipid. — ME. pallen,

prob. aphetic for apallen, 'to appall'. See appall.

Palladian, adj., in the style of the Italian archi-

tect Andrea Palladio (1518-80). — For the end-

ing see suff. -an.

palladium, n., an image of Pallas Athene on the

custody of which depended the safety of the

city of Troy. — L., fr. Gk. jraXXdcSiov, 'statue

of Pallas", dimin. formed fr. IlaXXdt?, gen.

llaXX.aSoq, a surname of the goddess Athene.

See Pallas.

palladium, n., name of a metallic element. —
ModL., coined by its discoverer the English

chemist WiUiam Hyde Wollaston (1766-1828)

in 1803 fr. Pallas, name of an asteroid discover-

ed by the German physician and astronomer
Heinrich Wilhelm Matthiius Olbers (1758-1840)

in 1802, and called after the goddess Pallas

Athene. See next word and 2nd -ium and cp.

prec. word.

Derivatives: pallad-ize, tr. v., pallad-ous, adj.

Pallas, n., a surname of the Greek goddess Ath-
ene (Greek mythol.)—L. Pallas, gen. Palladis, fr.

Gk. IlaXXa;, gen. IlaXXdeSo;, lit. 'maiden'

(whence TtaXXaSiov, 'statue of Pallas'), which is

rel. to TcaXXaxT), nocXXoxl;, 'concubine'. Gk.

pallone

TTdcXXa^, gen. TtaXXaxo?, 'youth, girl', is

prob. a back formation fr. TtaXXax-^ or naX-
Xaxt? . (L. paelex, 'concubine of a married man',
is perh. a loan word fr. Gk. *7tatXa5, a hypo-
thetic secondary form of TrdXXa^. ) Cp. Avestic
pairika, 'beautiful women seducing pious men'
(whence Middle Pers. parlk, ModPers. pari,

'fairy'). Cp. also Heb. pileghesh, Aram, pilaqtd,

'concubine', and Arab. Bllqis, name ofthe queen
of Sheba. All these words are certainly related,

but it is difficult to establish the degree of their

relationship to one another. The above cited

I.-E. words are possibly Sem. loan words. See
Gesenius-Buhl, HWAT., p. 642, and Ludwig
Koehler, Lexicon in Veteris Testamenti Libros,

p. 761. Cp. palladium, palikar, Paelignian, peri.

pallasite, n., a meteorite {geol.) — Named after

the German naturalist and traveler Peter Simon
Pallas (1741-181 1), who brought it to St. Peters-

burg. For the ending see subst. sufiF. -ite.

pallesthesia, n., sensitiveness to vibration {psy-

chol.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. TrdcXXEiv,

to wield, brandish, swing, quiver', and ato-

•&dvsCTftai, 'to perceive'. The first element is rel. to

TtiXo?, 'lot cast from a shaken helmet', 7taXT6i;,

'brandished', and in gradational relationship to

TreXEfiti^Etv, 'to shake, cause to tremble', and to

7roXe(x6(;, 'war'; see polemic. For the second ele-

ment see esthesia.

pallet, n., mattress. — Late ME. paillet, fr. MF.
(= F.) paillet, 'heap of straw', fr. OF. (= F.)

paille, 'straw', fr. L. palea, 'chaff'. See paillasse

and -et.

pallet, n., potter's tool. — MF. (= F.) palette,

dimin. of pale, 'shovel', fr. L. pdla, 'spade',

which is perh. rel. to pdlus, 'stake'. See pale,

'stake', and cp. palette.

Derivative : pallet-ize, tr. v.

pallial, adj., pertaining to a pallium. — See pal-

lium and adj. suff. -al.

palliasse, n. — See paillasse.

palliate, tr. v., to extenuate, excuse. — Lit. 'to

cloak', fr. L. pallidtus, 'cloaked', fr. pallium,

'cloak'; cp. Late L. pallidre (pp. pallidtus), 'to

cloak, palliate'. See pall, n., and verbal suflT. -ate.

Derivatives: palliation (q.v.), palliat-ive, adj.

and n., palliat-ive-ly, adv., palliat-or, n., palliat-

or-y, adj.

palliation, n.— MF. (= F.), fr. Mh.pallidtidnem,

ace. of pallidtio, fr. Late L. pallidtus, pp. of
pallidre. See prec. word and -ion.

pallid, adj., pale; wan. — L. pallidus, 'pale', fr.

patlere, 'to grow pale', rel to pallor, 'paleness'.

See pallor, and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: />a//;i/-/j, adv., pallid-ness, n.

pall-mall, n., an old game. — MF. pallemaille, fr.

U. pallamaglio, lit. 'ball-mallet', ir. palla, 'ball',

and maglio, 'mallet'. The first element is a Teut.
loan word; see ball, 'a round body', and cp.

pallone. The second element derives fr. L. mal-
leus, 'a hammer' ; see malleus.

pallone, n., an Italian game. — It., 'large ball'.



pallor

formed with augment, suff. -one fr. palla, 'ball',

a word of Teut. origin. See pall-mall and cp.

balloon.

pallor, n., paleness. — L. pallor, 'paleness', fr.

pallere, 'to be pale', rel. to pullus, 'dark-colored,

blackish gray, dusky', palumbes, 'wood pigeon',

lit. 'the dark-colored bird', fr. I.-E. base *pel-,

'dark-colored, gray', whence also OI. palitdfi,

'gray', pandiih (for *pdln-du-), 'whitish, pale',

Gk. TreXi.6;, 7r£>,i8v6?, 'livid', tteXXo?; 'dark-

colored, dusky', TteXapYo? (for 'TrsXaf-apyi? ),

'stork', lit. 'the blackish white bird', TreXsta,

'pigeon', lit. 'the dark-colored bird', ttoXio?,

'gray', OE. fealo, 'dull-colored, yellow, yellow-

ish red, brown'. See fallow, 'brownish yellow',

and cp. pale, pall, v., pallid, appall.

palm, n., the inner part of the hand. — ME.
palme, fr. OF. palme, paume (F. paume), 'palm

of the hand', fr. L. palma, of s.m., which is

cogn. with Gk. notXay-t], 'open hand, palm',

Olr. lam, W. Haw, OCo. lof, 'hand', OE. folm,

OHG. folma, of s.m., and with OI. pdnilj. (for

*pdlnil}), 'hand; hoof. Alt these words derive

fr. I.-E. base *p^la-, 'spread out, flat', for which

see plain, adj., flat. Cp. palama.

Derivatives: palm, tr. v., palm-ar, adj., palmate

(q.v.), palm-ed, a.dj., palm-ic, adj., palmist (q.v.)

palmistry (q.v.).

palm, n., a tropical tree. — ME. palme, fr. OE.

palm, fr. L. palma, 'palm tree', orig. identical

with palma, 'palm of the hand' ; so called from

the flatness of its leaves. See prec. word and cp.

palmetto, palmitic.

Derivative : palm-y, n.

palmate, adj., 1) having divisions radiating from

a common center (said of leaves •,bot.);2) having

the toes united by a web, web-footed (zoo!.) —
L. palmatus, 'marked with the palm of a hand',

pp. oi palmare, 'to make the mark of the palm

of one's hand', ir. palma. See palm, 'the palm of

the hand', and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: palmat-ed, adj.

palmati-, combining form meaning 'palmate' (as

in palmaliform), or 'palmately' (as in palmatifid).

— Fr. L. palmatus. See palmate,

palmatifid, adj., palmately cleft (said of leaves).

— Compounded of palmati- and the stem of

fidere, 'to cleave'. See fissile.

palmatiform, adj., palmate (said of leaves). —
Formed fr. palmati- and l^. forma, 'form, shape'.

See form, n.

palmation, n., 1) the state of being palmate; 2) a

palmate structure {bat.) — See prec. word and

-ion.

palmer, n., a pilgrim who had returned from the

Holy Land. — ME. palmere, fr. AF. palmer,

corresponding to OF. palmier, paumier, fr. ML.
palmdrius, fr. L. palma, 'palm tree' (see palm,

the tree, and agential suff. -er); so called from

the palm branch worn by the pilgrim in com-

memoration of his journey.

palmerite, n., a hydrous potassium aluminum
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phosphate (mineral.)— Named after the Italian

scientist Paride Palmeri. For the ending see

subst. suff'. -ite.

palmetto, n., any of various species of small palm
— Sp. palmito, ix. palma, 'palm', with change of

the Sp. dimin. suff. -ito to its It. equivalent -etto.

See palm, the tree, and -et.

palmi-, combining form fr. L. palma, 'palm'. See

palm, 'the tree'.

palmiped, adj., web-footed (zool.)— L. palmipes,

gen. palmipedis, 'broad-footed', compounded of

palma, 'palm', and pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See

palm and pedal.

I>envati\e: palmiped, n.

palmist, n., one who practices palmistry. — Back

formation from palmistry,

palmistry, n., divination from the palm of the

hand; chiromancy — ME. pawmestry, prob.

shortened from *palme-mestry, lit. 'mastery of

the palm of the hand', fr. palme, 'palm of the

hand', and mestry, 'mastery', fr. OF. maistrie;

see palm, 'the inner part of the hand', and mas-

tery. For the shortening of ME. *palmemestry

into pawmestry see haplology.

palmitate, n., a salt or ester of palmitic acid

(chem.) — See palmitic and chem suff. -ate.

palmitic, adj., pertaining to a crystalline acid oc-

curring uncombined in palm oil {chem.) — F.

palmitique, fr. palmite, 'palm marrow', fr. Sp.

palmito, 'bud shooting from a palm tree; pal-

metto'. See palmetto and -itic.

palmus, adj., palpitation; twitching (med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. TraXjid?, 'a quivering', from

the stem of iraXXstv, 'to wield, brandish, swing,

quiver'. See pallesthesia,

palmyra, n., a kind of palm tree. — Fr. earlier

palmeira, fr. Port, palmeira, 'palm tree', fr. L.

palma, of S.m. (see palm, the tree) ; influenced in

form by a false association with the city of

Palmyra in Syria.

palp, n., palpus.— F. palpe, fr. L. palpus, 'feeler'.

See palpus,

palp, tr. v., to touch, feel. — MF. (= F.) patper,

fr. L. palpdre. See palpable,

palpable, adj.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.) palpable, fr.

L. palpdbilis, 'that may be touched softly', fr.

palpdre, 'to touch softly, stroke', whence palpi-

tdre, 'to move quickly, tremble, throb, palpitate'.

See feel and -able and cp. palpebra, palpitate,

psalm.

Derivatives: palpabil-ity, n., palpable-ness, n.,

palpabl-y, adv.

palpal, adj., pertaining to a palpus or palpi. —
See palp, n., and adj. suff. -al.

palpate, adj., having a palpus or palpi. — See

palp, n., and adj. suff. -ate.

palpate, tr. v., to examine by touch. — L. palpd-

tus, pp. palpdre, 'to touch, stroke'. See palpable

and verbal suff. -ate.

palpation, n. — L. palpdtio, gen. -onis, it. palpd-

tus, pp. ofpalpdre. Sec prec. word and -ion.

palpebra, n., eyelid {anat.)— L., 'eyelid', lit. 'that

J !
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which moves quickly', rel. to palpdre, 'to touch,

stroke', palpitdre, 'to move quickly, tremble,

throb, palpitate'. See palpable and cp. palpitate.

For the suff. -bra cp. terebra, vertebra.

Derivatives: palpebr-al, palpebr-ate, adjs., pal-

pebr-ation, n.

palpebritis, n., blepharitis (jned.) —• A hybrid

coined fr. L. palpebra, 'eyelid', and the Gk. suff.

-Txiq ; see palpebra and -itis. The correct form
is blepharitis (q.v.)

palpitate, intr. v., 1) to beat rapidly (said of the

heart) ; 2) to pulsate, throb. — L. palpitdt{um),

pp. stem oipalpitdre, 'to move quickly, tremble,

throb', freq. of palpdre. See palpable and -ate.

palpitation, n. — L. palpitdtio, fr. palpitdt{um),

pp. stem oipalpitdre. See prec. word and -ion.

palpulus, n., a small palpus (zool.) — ModL.,
dimin. of palpus, 'feeler'. See next word and
-ule.

palpus, n., a feeler; a jointed sense organ attached

to an oral part (zool.) — ModL., 'a feeler', fr.

L. palpdre. See palpable and cp. palp, n.

palsgrave, n., a count palatine. — MDu. pals-

grave (Du. paltsgraaf); compounded of pals

(Du. palts), 'palace', fr. L. palatium, 'palace',

and grave (Du. graaf), 'count'. Cp. MHG.
pfalzgrave (G. Pfalzgraf) and see palace and
grave, 'a count'. — See J. F. Bense, A Diction-

ary of the Low-Dutch Element in the English

Vocabulary, p. 264.

palsgravine, n., a countess palatine. — MDu.
palsgravin (Du. paltsgravin). Cp. G. Pfalzgrdfin

and see prec. word and subst. suff. -inc.

palstave, n., a celt (archeol.)— Dan. paalstav, fr.

ON. pdlstafr, fr. pall, 'hoe, spade', and stafr,

'staff'. The first element derives fr. OE. pdl, 'hoe,

spade', fr. L. pdla, 'spade', which is perh. rel. to

L. pdlus, 'stake'; see pale, 'stake'. The second

element is rel. to OE. stsef, 'staff'; see staff.

palsy, n., paralysis. — ME. palesie, parlesie, fr.

MF. paralysie, fr. L. paralysis, fr. Gk. Trapa-

Xuat?. See paralysis.

Derivatives : palsy, tr. v., palsi-ed, adj.

palter, intr. v., to trifle. — Prob. a freq. formed
with suff. -er fr. dial. E. palt, 'rubbish', a word
of LG. origin. Cp. next word.

paltry, adj., trifling, petty. — LG. paltrig, pultrig

(Du. palterig), 'rubbishy', fr. palt, pult, 'rub-

bish'.

Derivatives : paltry, n. (q.v.), paltri-ness, n.

paltry, n., rubbish (obsol.) — From the LG. ad-

jective /Jo/zr/g-, pultrig (see prec. word), mistaken

for a noun. See J. F. Bense, Dictionary of the

Low-Dutch Element in the English Vocabulary,

p. 265.

paludal, adj., pertaining to marhes, marshy;

malarial. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

palus, gen. palOdis, 'marsh', which is cogn. with

OI. palvaldm, 'pond', palvalyah, 'marshy', fr.

I.-E. base *pel-, 'to flow', whence also Lith. piVu,

pllti, 'to pour, shed', Lett, pilet, 'to drip, trickle'.

Fr. *pleu-, enlargement of base *pel-, derives

pampiniform

Gk. TtXstLi (for *7iX^f(o), 'I sail, go by sea,

swim', h.pluit, 'it rains', OH.fljota, OF. fleatan,

etc., 'to float, swim', ON. floa, OE. flowan, 'to

flow'. See flow, v. and cp. pluvial.

paludi-, combining form meaning 'marsh'. — L.

paludi-, fr. palus, gen. palddis, 'marsh'. See prec.

word.

paludic, adj., paludal.— Formed with adj. suff.

-ic fr.L. palUs, gen. paludis, 'marsh'. See paludal.

Paludicella, n., a genus of polyzoans (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of L. palUs, gen. paludis,

'marsh', and cella, 'cell'. See paludal and cell.

Paludicolae, n. pi., an order of birds; also called

Gruiformes (ornithol.) — ModL., lit. 'inhabi-

tants of marshes', fr. L. palus, gen. paludis,

'marsh', and colere, 'to inhabit'. See paludal and
cult.

paludjne, paludinous, adjs., pertaining to a marsh,
marshy. — See paludal, -ine (representing L.

-inus) and -ons.

paludism, n., malaria (med.) —• Formed with

suff. -ism fr. L. palus, gen. -iidis, 'marsh'. See

paludal.

paly, adj., palish (poet.)— Formed fr. pale, 'whit-

ish', with adj. suff. -y.

paly, adj., divided palewise (her.) — F. pal^, fr.

pal, 'pale, stake'. See pale, 'stake', and cp. coun-

terpaly.

pam, n., 1) a card game; 2) the knave of clubs. —
Abbreviation of F. pamphile, fr. the L. PN.
Pamphilus, fr. Gk. IlotfxiyiXo?, a name lit. mean-
ing 'beloved of all', fr. Ttav- (see pan-) and cpCXo?,

'lover, friend' (see -phile). Cp. pamphlet.

pampas, n. pi., large plains of South America. —
Sp., pi. ofpampa, fr. Quechua ;)am/?a, 'a plain'.

Cp. pampero.

pamper, tr. v., 1) to glut (obsol.); 2) to be over-

indulgent with. — ME. pampren, of MFlem.
origin (cp. Flem. pamperen, 'to pamper) ; from
the nasalized form of the imitative base *pap,

'to eat pap, to eat', whence L. pappa, child's

word for 'food', and pdpa, 'father'. See pap,

'food', papa, 'father'.

Derivatives : pamper-ed, ad}. ,pamper-ed-ly, adv.,

pampered-ness, n., pamper-er, n.

pampero, n., a cold wind blowing across the pam-
pas. — Sp., formed fr. pampa, 'a plain', with

suff. -ero, fr. L. -drius (see adj. suff. -ary).

pamphlet, n., a small unbound treatise. — ME.
pamflet, alteration of Pamphilet or Panjlet, pop-
ular name of a Latin comedy of the 12th cent.,

entitled Pamphilus seu de amore. See pam.
Derivatives: pamphlet, intr. and intr. v., pam-
phlet-age, n., pamphlet-ary, adj., pamphlet-eer,
intr. V. and n., pamphlet-er, n., pamphlet-ic,

pamphlet-ic-al, adjs., pamphlet-ize, tr. and intr.

V.

pampiniform, adj., tendril-shaped (anat.) —
Compounded of L. pampinus, 'tendril of vine',

said forma, 'form, shape'. Pampinus is a deriva-
tive of base *pamp-, nasalized form of base
*pap-. 'to swell', whence L. oaoula. "a swellins.
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pimple', papilla, 'nipple'. See papula, and cp.

pap, 'nipple' ; cp. also pompano. For the second

element see form, n.

Pan, n., a god of the woods and fields {Greek

mythol.)— L. Pan, fr. Gk. Ilav, which is prob.

contracted fr. *nau(Jtov and is cogn. with OI.

Piisdn-, a Vedic god, guardian and multiplier of

cattle and of human possessions in general, lit.

'nourisher'. Cp panic. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in tragopan.

pan, n., a broad vessel. — ME. panne, fr. OE.

panne, which, together with ON., Swed. panna,

Dan. pande, OFhs. panne, OLG. panna (whence

MLG., LG., MDu. panne, Du. pan), OHG.
pkanna, pfanna (whence MHG., G. pfanne),

'pan', is borrowed fr. ML. panna, fr. VL. *pat-

na, fr. L. patina, 'broad dish, pan', ult. fr. Gk.
TraxavT), 'flat dish', which is rel. to TceTavvuvott,

'to spread out', fr. I.-E. base *pet-, 'to spread'.

See fathom, n., and cp. paten.

Derivatives: pan, tr. and intr. v., pan-ful, adj.,

pann-er, n., pann-ery, n.

pan-, combining form meaning 'all, every'. —
Gk. Ttav-, fr. Tra?, TrSfja, ttSv, 'all, every',

which is of uncertain origin ; it is not related to

L. quantus, 'how great'. Cp. the second element

in diapason, pasigraphy.

panacea, n., a supposed remedy for all diseases.

— L. panacea, fr. Gk. Ttavixsia, 'universal

remedy', fr. iravazYjc, 'all-healing', compound-

ed of Tvav- (see pan-) and &v.aq, 'remedy'

(whence dxsitTi^at., 'to heal'), which is of uncer-

tain origin. It is perh. cogn. with Olr. hicc,

'healing', icaim, 'I heal', W. iach, 'healthy'. Cp.

panax.

Derivatives: panace-an, adj., panace-ist, n.

panache, n., a plume of feathers. — F., formerly

(down to the 17th cent.) written pe/!«ac/ie, fr. It.

pennaccio, a var. ofpennacchio, fr. penna, 'feath-

er', fr. L. penna. See pen, 'feather'.

Derivative : panach-ed, adj.

panada, n., a dish made of bread boiled to a pulp.

— Sp., fr. pan, 'bread', fr! L. pdnem, ace. of

pdnis, 'bread'. See pantry. For the ending see

suff. -ade.

Panama hat, a hat made from the leaves of the

screw pine. — A misnomer, for 'Panama' hats

were first made in Ecuador, South America.

The association with Panama is due to the cir-

cumstances that orig. the city of Panama was

the distributing center for such hats.

Panathenaea, n. pi., an ancient Athenian festival.

— L., fr. Gk. IlavaS^Tjva'.a, shortened fr. Ilav-

a^vaia kpd, prop, festivities in honor of the

goddess Pallas Athena, fr. ttoiv- (see pan-) and

'AS^YjvTj, 'Athena'. See Athena.

Derivative: Panathene-an, adj.

Panathenaic, adj., pertaining to the Panathanaea.

— L. Panathendicus, fr. Gk. Ilava^TivaCxo?, fr.

navaS-:f)vata. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

panax, n., 1) a plant supposed to heal all dis-

eases: 2) (cap.) a genus of plants of the ginseng

family (pot) — L., name of a plant, fr. Gk.
Tcavaxsia, 'a universal remedy'. See panacea.

pancake, n. — Compounded of pan and cake.

Derivative: pancake, intr. v. (aviation).

Panchatantra, n., a collection of the animal fa-

bles of Bidpai in five books— OI. Pancatantra-,

lit. 'the book of five', fr. pdnca, 'five', and tan-

tram, 'the essential, main thing, textbook, trea-

tise'. The first element is cogn. with Gk. ttIvte,

'five'; see penta-. For the second element see

tantra.

panchayat, n., a village council of five or more
members {Hindu law)— Hind, pancdyat, fr. OI.

pdiica, 'five', which is cogn. with Gk. ttevte,

'five'. See penta- and cp. prec. word.

panchromatic, adj., sensitive to all the colors of

the spectrum. — Compounded of pan- and

chromatic.

Derivatives: panchromatic, n., panchromat-ism,

n., panchromat-ize, tr. v.,panchromat-iz-ation,n.

pancratiast, n., a competitor in the pancratium.

— L. pancratiastes, fr. Gk. na,yxpa.xi.7,0TiiQ, fr.

TTayxpdTiov, 'pancratium'. See next word.

Derivative: pancratiast-ic, adj.

pancratium, n., athletic contest in wrestling and

boxing. — L., fr. Gk. TTayxpaxiov, 'a complete

contest', fr. Tiav- (see pan-) and xpaTo?,

'strength, power, rule'. See -cracy.

Derivatives: pancrat-ic, adj., pancrat-ist, n.

pancreas, n., a gland lying behind the stomach

(anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. TtdyxpEa?, gen.

TrayxplaTo?, lit. 'entirely flesh', fr. Ttav- (see

pan-) and xpsa?, 'flesh'. See creatine.

Derivatives: pancreat-ic, adj., pancrealin (q.v.),

pancreat-ism, n., pancreatitis (q.v.), pancreat-

ize, tr. v., pancreat-iz-ation, n.

pancreatin, n. , any of the enzymes of the pancreat-

ic juice (biochem). — Formed from prec. word

with suff'. -in.

pancreatitis, n., inflammation of the pancreas

{med.) — Medical L., formed fr. pancreas with

sufi". -itis.

panda, n., a carnivorous mammal of the Hima-

layas. — Native name.

pandal, n., a shed (India). — Tamil, fr. OI. bdn-

dhanah, 'a building', lit. 'a binding', fr. bandhdh,

'a binding'. See bandanna.

Pandean, adj., pertaining to Pan. — Irregularly

formed fr. Gk. 11 Sv, 'Pan'. — See Pan and -ean.

pandect, n., a digest of Roman civil law made by

the order of the emperor Justinian in the 6th

cent. — F. pandecte, fr. Late L. pandecta, pan-

dectes, fr. Gk. TtavSeK-n;;, 'a book that con-

tains everything', lit. 'all-containing', fr. rrav-

(see pan-), and Sextt,?, 'receiver', fr. Scxs-

a^ai, Att. SsxsCT&ai, 'to receive', which is cogn.

with OI. ddksati, 'is apt, proper, pleasing', ddk-

}ah, 'able, apt, clever; competent, intelligent', L.

decet, decere, 'to be seemly or fitting'. See decent

and cp. the second element in choledoch, synec-

doche,

pandemic, adj., widely epidemic— Formed with
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adj . suff. -ic fr. Late L. pandemus, fr. Gk. TtdvST]-

(xo;, TravSrjjiioi;, 'pertaining to all the people', fr.

Ttav- (see pan-) and Srjjjtoi;, 'people'. See demos.

Derivatives: pandemic, n., pandemic-ity, n.

pandemonium, n., the abode of the demons. —
ModL., the capital of Hell in Paradise Lost, an
epic poem by John Milton (1608-74); coined by

him fr. pan- and Late L. daemonium, 'inferior

divine being', in Eccles. L. 'evil spirit', fr. Gk.
8ai(x6vtov, 'divine power; inferior divine being',

in Eccles. Gk. 'evil spirit', prop, subst. use of the

neut. of Socijxovioi;, 'belonging to a Sat[iwv', fr.

Softfjiojv, 'demon, devil'. See demon.

Derivatives : pandemoni-ac, pandemoni-an, pan-

demon-ic, adjs., pandemon-ism, n.

pander, n., a procurer, pimp. — ME. Pandare,

shortened fr. Pandarus, a character in Boccac-

cio's Filostrato (in the form Pandaro), and in

Chaucer's Troylus and Cryseyde (in the forms

Pandare and Pandarus), fr. L. Pandarus, fr. Gk.
ndtvSapo;, leader of the Lycians in the Trojan

war, said to have procured for Troilus the love

of Chryseis. The spelling pander was prob. in-

fluenced by the agent, suff. -er.

Derivatives: pander, intr. v., pander-age, n.,

pander-er, n., pander-ess, n., pander-ing, n.,

pander-ism, n.
,
pander-ize, intr. v. , pander-ly, adj

.

pandermite, n., a hydrous calcium borate (miner-

al.)— Named after Panderma (now Bandirma),

a port on the Black Sea (in Turkey), whence it

is exported. For the ending see subst. suff'. -ite.

pandiculation, n., a stretching of oneself, as on
wakening from sleep. — F., fr. L. pandiculdtus,

pp. of pandiculdri, 'to stretch oneself, fr. pan-

dere, 'to spread out, extend, open', which is rel.

to patere, 'to be open', patulus, 'extended', and

cogn. with Gk. Trexavvuvat, 'to spread out', fr.

I.-E. base *pet-, 'to spread', whence also OE.

fxdm, 'fathom'. See fathom and cp. pandy, ex-

pand, expanse, patent, repand. For the ending

see the sufT. -cute and -ation.

pandit, n. — See pundit.

pandora, pandore, n., a bandore — It. pandora,

pandura, fr. L. pandura, 'a three-stringed musi-

cal instrument', fr. Gk. TtavSoupa, which is of

unknown origin. Cp. bandore, banje, mandola,

mandolin, mandorla.

Pandora, n., the first mortal woman on whom all

the gods and goddesses bestowed gifts (Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. IlavStopa, lit. 'giver of

air, fr. -av- (see pan-), and Stopov, 'gift', fr.

L-E. base *dd-, to give'. See date, 'point of time',

and cp. Dorus, Dorothy and the second element

in Isidore.

Pandora, n., a genus of marine bivalves (zool.)—
Fr. prec. word.

pandour, also pandoor, n., one of a force of Croa-

tian soldiers organized by Austria against the

Turks in 1741. — F., fr. G. Pandur, fr. Croat.

pandur, fr. earlier bandw, fr. ML. banderius,

'one fighting under a banner'. See banner,

pandy, n., a stroke on the palm of the hand.— L.

pande (palmam), 'open (the palm of the hand)',

imper. of pandere. See pandiculation.

Pandy, n., a Sepoy mutineer. — From Pande, a

surname commonly used in Bengal and corre-

sponding to OI. Panditdfi, lit. 'a learned man'.

See pundit,

pane, n. — ME. panne, pane, 'pane of glass;

piece', fr. OF. pan, fr. L. pannum, ace. ofpannus,

'piece of cloth', which is cogn. with Goth, fana,

'piece of cloth', OHG., OS. fano, of s.m., Gk.

TtYJvoi;, 'web', Tnjvr], 'web, bobbin'. See pawn,

'pledge', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : pane, tr. v.,pan-ed, 'ddj., pane-less,

adj.

panegyric, n., eulogy, laudation. — F. panegy-

rique, fr. L. panegyricus, fr. Gk. TtavTjyupDtoi;,

'for a public festival', fr. 7ravr]Yupii;, 'public

assembly, public festival', fr. rrav- (see pan-) and

iyupt?, Aeol. form of ayopa, 'assembly', which

is rel. to dcYsipeiv, 'to assemble', and cogn. with

L. grex, gen. gregis, 'flock'. See gregarious and

cp. agora, paregoric.

Derivatiyes: panegyric, panegyric-al,a.djs.,pane-

gyr-ist, n.

panegyrize, tr. v., to write or pronounce a pane-

gyric upon, to eulogize; intr. v., to make pane-

gyrics.— Gk. TTavTjYupti^Eiv, 'to celebrate a pub-

lic festival, to deliver a panegyric', fr. Tiavv]-

yupi?. See panegyric and -ize.

panel, n. — ME., fr. OF. panel, fr. VL. *pannel-

lus, corresponding to L. pannulus, dimin. of

pannus, 'piece of cloth'. Cp. It. pannello, OPro-

ven?. panel, 'a piece of cloth', which also derive

fr. VL. *pannellus. See pane and cp. empanel,

paiiuelo.

Derivatives: panel, tr. v., panel{l)er, n., panel-

(l)ing, n., panel-ist,n.

panetela, n., a cigar of a certain shape. — Sp.,

'sponge cake; a cigar', a diminutive formed fr.

L. pdnis, 'bread'. See pantry.

pang, n., a sudden pain. — Perh. fr. ME. prang,

prong, 'pang', and orig. identical with prong,

'point'.

pangamy, n., random mating. — Compounded
of pan- and Gk. Yd[io<;, 'marriage'. See -gamy.

Derivatives: pangam-ic, pangam-ous, adjs.,

pangam-ous-ly, adv.

pangen, pangene, n., a hypothetical unit of the

cell {biol.) — G. Pangen, compounded of pan-

and the abbreviation of genesis.

pangenesis, n. — Compounded of pan- and

genesis.

pangenetic, adj. — Compounded of pan- and

genetic.

Derivative: pangenetic-al-ly, adv.

Pangloss, n., an optimist (used in an ironical

sense).— Fr. F. Panglosse, the central character

in Voltaire's Candide (1758). The name is com-
pounded of pan- and Gk. ykoxsaa, 'tongue'.

See gloss, 'interpretation'.

Derivatives: Pangloss-ian, Pangloss-ic, adjs.

pangolin, n., any of scaly, toothless mammals of
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Asia and Africa. — Malay peng-guling, lit.

'roller', fr. pe-, peng- (the latter form is used

before g), a denominative prefix, and guling,

'to roll'; so called from its habit to roll itself

into a ball.

panhandle, n., a narrow strip of land. — Prop,

land resembling the handle ofa pan.

panhandle, tr. and intr. v. , to beg on the streets.—
Back formation from next word.

panhandler, n., a street beggar (slangy. — Lit.

handler of a pan for alms.

Panhellenic, adj. .— Compounded of pan- and
Hellenic. Cp. Gk. IlavlXXYjve?, 'all the Hellenes'.

Panhellenism, n., the idea of the pohtical union
of all Greeks. — Compounded of pan- and
Hellenism.

Panhellenist, n., an adherent of Panhellenism. —
Compounded of pan- and Hellenist.

panic, n., panic grass. — ME. panik, fr. MF.
panic, 'Italian millet', fr. L. panicum, of s.m.,

fr. panus. See panicle.

panic, adj., inspired by sudden terror. — F. pani-

que, fr. Gk. Tza.v\.y.6q„ 'panic', lit. 'pertaining to

Pan', fr. Ilav, 'Pan'. See next word.

panic, n., panic, fear. — F. panique, fr. Gk. 7ra-

vix6v (shortened fr. TrSvtxiv 8£T[xa), 'panic

fright', neut. of Tcavixd?, 'panic' (adj.), lit. 'per-

taining to Pan', fr. JHav, 'Greek god of the

woods and fields'; 'panic fear' orig. meant 'fear

caused by Pan\ See Pan.

Derivatives : panick-ed, panick-y, adjs.

panicle, n., a flower cluster — L. panicula, 'tuft,

panicle', dimin. formed fr. panus, 'tuft, swelling,

ear of millet', which is of uncertain origin. Cp.
paunch. Cp. also panocha.

Derivative
:
/)a«ic/-erf, adj.

paniculate, adj., arranged in panicles. — ModL.
pdniculdtus, fr. L. panicula, 'tuft'. See panicle

and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: paniculat-ed, adj., paniculate-ly,

adv.

Panicum, n., a genus of plants, the panic grass

(hot.) — L., 'the Italian panic grass'. See panic,

'panic grass'.

panification, n., conversion into bread. — F., fr.

panifier, 'to make into bread', fr. ML. pdnificdre,

fr. L. pdnis, 'bread', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to

make, do'. See pantry and -fication.

panjandrum, n., a mock name for a pompous
personage. — A name invented by Samuel
Foote (1720-77), to test the memory of the ac-

tor Macklin.

panmixia, n., indiscriminate interbreeding. —
ModL., fr. pan- and Gk. \dl,ii, 'a mingling,

mixing', from the stem of (iiYvuvat, 'to mix,

mingle', which is cogn. with L. miscere, of s.m.

See mix and 1st -ia.

pannage, n., the pasturage of swine. — ME. pan-

nage, fr. OF. pasnage, panage, VL. *pdsti6ndti-

cum, fr. L. pdstid, gen. -dnis, 'pasturing, feeding',

fr. pdstus, pp. of pdscere, 'to feed, pasture'. See

pastor and -age.
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panne, n., a soft material resembling velvet. —
F. panne, 'soft material, plush', fr. OF., fr. L.

penna, 'feather'. See pen, 'feather'.

pannier, n., basket. — ME. panier, fr. OF. pan-

nier, panier (F. panier), 'basket', fr. L. pdndrium,

'breadbasket', fr. pdnis, 'bread'. See pantry and
-ier.

Derivatives
:
/lann/'e/-, tr. \.,pamuer-ed, adj.

pannier, n., waiter in the dining hall of the Inner

Temple in London {colloq.)— Prob. fr. L. pdnd-

rius, 'pertaining to bread; bread-seller', fr.

pdnis. See prec. word.

pannikin, n., a small metal cup. — Dimin. of pan

(q.v.). For the ending see suff. -kin.

panocha, n., a coarse Mexican sugar; a kind of

candy. — Sp. panocha, panoja, fr. L. pdnucula,

pdnicula, 'tuft, panicle'. See panicle.

panoply, n., a complete suit of armor. — Gk.
TuavoTrXta, 'full armour', fr. TiavoTrXo?, 'in full

armour', fr. Tcav- (see pan-) and 67rXa,

'arms, armor', pi. of otiXov, 'tool, implement,

weapon'. See hoplite. For the ending ofpanoply

see -y (representing Gk. -ia).

Derivative: panopli-ed, adj.

panoptic, also panoptical, adj., visible in one
view. — Fr. Gk. TravoTTTv;?, 'all-seeing', com-
pounded of T^av- (see pan-) and I.-E. base *ok'"-,

'to see', whence also bitro^, 'seen; visible',

oTCTixAi;, 'pertaining to sight'. See optic.

panopticon, n., 1) an optical instrument; 2) a cir-

cular prison. — Compounded of pan- and Gk.
67rTtx6v, neut. of otitixo;, 'pertaining to sight'.

See prec. word.

panorama, n. — Lit. 'a complete view'; com-
pounded of Gk. Trav- (see pan-) and 6pa|jta,

'that which is seen, view, sight', fr. 6p5v, 'to

see'. See cosmorama and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: panoram-ic, panoram-ic-al, adjs.,

panoramic-al-ly, adv., panoram-ist, n.

panpsychism, n. the doctrine that all nature has

a psychic aspect. — Lit. 'the doctrine that all

is psychic', compounded of pan-, Gk. 'I'ux-r],

'soul' (see psyche), and suff'. -ism.

panpsychist, n., and adj., an adherent of pan-

psychism. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: panpsychist-ic, adj.

Panslav, Panslavic, adj., pertaining to all the

Slavic races; pertaining to Panslavism. — See

Panslavism.

Panslavism, n., movement toward the unifica-

tion of all the Slavic races.— G. Panslavismus,

compounded of pan-, Slav and sufl^. -ism; orig.

a linguistic term coined in 1826 by Herkel in his

Elementa universalis linguae slavonicae.

pansophism, n., claim to universal wisdom. — Fr.

Gk. 7rav<J090(;, 'all-wise, all-clever', compound-
ed of Ttav- (see pan-) and 0096?, 'wise, clever'.

See sophism.

pansophist, n.— See prec. word and sophist.

pansophy, n., universal wisdom. — See panso-

lAism and -y (representing Gk. -ia.).

1121 pantoscope

Derivatives: pansoph-ic, pansoph-ic-al, adjs.,

pansoph-ic-al-ly, adv.

pansy, n.— MF. (= Y'.)pens4e, 'thought ; pansy',

prop. pp. ofpenser, 'to think', fr. L. pensdre, 'to

weigh carefully, examine, ponder, consider'

(see pensive) ; so called because it is regarded as

the symbol of thought or remembrance.

pant, intr. and tr. v. — ME. panten, fr. MF. pan-

toisier, pantesier, 'to be out of breath' (whence

also F. pantois, 'out of breath, amazed'), fr. VL.

*pantasidre, 'to have visions', hence 'to be

amazed', fr. *pantasia, for L. phantasia, fr. Gk.

(pavTotcla, 'appearance; imagination'. See

phantasm.

Derivatives : pa/!/, n., pant-ing, a.d}., pant-ing-ly,

adv.

pant-, form of panto- before a vowel.

Pantagruel, n., a character in Rabelais' work of

that name.

Derivative: Pantagruel-ian, adj.

Pantagruelism, n., coarse humor resembling

that of Pantagruel. — F. pantagruilisme, fr.

Pantagruel. See prec. word and -ism.

Pantagruelist, n., an imitator of Pantagruel. —
F. pantagrueliste, fr. Pantagruel. See Pantagruel

and -ist.

Derivative: Pantagruelist-ic, adj.

pantalets, also pantalettes, n. pi. — Dimin.

formed fr. pantaloon.

pantaloon, n., in old Italian comedies, a foolish

old man wearing tight trousers. — MF. (= F.)

Pantalon, fr. It. Pantalone, Pantaleone, a charac-

ter representing the Venetian in Italian comedy,

from the Venetian saint Pantaleone, a name of

Greek origin, which lit. means 'entirely lion'.

See pan- and leonine.

Derivatives: pantaloon, intr. v., pantaloon-ery,

n.

pantaloons, n. pi., trousers. — Orig. 'tight trou-

sers', i.e. 'trousers resembling those worn by the

pantaloon'. See prec. word.

pantechnicon, n., 1) orig. a bazaar where all

kinds of things of art were sold; 2) a warehouse

where furniture is stored ; 3) a furniture van. —
Coined fr. pan- and Gk. Texvt)t6v, neut. of tex-

vix6:, 'pertaining to art', fr. T^/vir], 'art'. See

technic.

pantheism, n. — F. pantheisme, lit. 'the doctrine

that 'all is God*; formed on analogy of pan-

theiste (see pantheist) fr. pan- and Gk. i>e6?,

'God". See 1st theism.

pantheist, n., an adherent of pantheism. —
Coined by the Irish deist John Toland (1670-

1722) in 1705. Cp. Gk. zzi-i^zwc,, 'common to

all gods', fr. irav- (see pan-) and ^e6?, 'god'. See

prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: pantheist-ic, pantheist-ic-al, adjs.,

pantheist-ic-al-ly, adv.

panthelism, n., the doctrine that all is based on

will. — Coined by the German philosopher

Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860) fr. pan- and

Gk. *^Xeiv, 'to will', which is prob. cogn. with

OSlav. zeleti, 'to wish', Arm. gei-j, 'wish'. For

the ending see suff. -ism.

pantheon, n., a temple for all the gods.— L. Pan-

theon, fr. Gk. IlavS^ewv (scil. Espiv), 'temple

consecrated to all gods', esp. denoting the

Pantheon at Rome, prop. neut. of 7tavi>Eio?, 'of

all gods', which is compounded of Tiav- (see

pan-) and ^eio;, 'of, or sacred to, a god', fr.

•&e6i;, 'god'. See theo-.

panther, n., the leopard. — ME. pantere, panter,

fr. OF. pantere (F. panthere), fr. L. panthera, fr.

Gk. TtavS-Tip, which is of Indian origin; cp. OI.

puitddrikam, 'tiger', which means perh. lit. 'the

yellowish (animal)', and is rel. to pdtrdarah,

'whitish yellow'.

Derivative: panther-ess, n.

pantile, n.— Compounded of pan and tile.

Derivatives: pantil-ed, adj., pantil-ing, n.

pantisocracy, n., ideal (Utopian) community in

which aU were to have the same rights. — Lit.

'equal rule df aU'; coined fr. Gk. itavr- (see

pant-) and taoxpotxta, 'equality of power'. See

isocracy.

pantler, n., the officer in charge of the pantry

{archaic). — ME. pantere, pantelere, pantlere,

fr. OF. panetier, 'pantler', fr. ML. pdnetdrius,

'baker', fr. L. pdnis, 'bread'. See pantry. The
change of ME. pantere to pantelere, pantlere, is

prob. due to the influence of hotelere, 'butler'.

panto-, before a vowel pant-, combining form

meaning 'all'. — Gk. Ttavxo-, Travr-, fr. Tiav-

t6?, gen. of kB.c, (masc), itav (neut.), 'all'. See

pan-.

pantofle, pantoffle, n., slipper.— ME. pantufle, fr.

MF. (= F.)pantoufle, fr. It. pantofola, fr. MGk.
7ravT69EXXo(;, 'whole cork', which is com-

pounded of Gk. TtavTo- (see panto-) and 9eXX6(;,

'cork'. See phello-.

pantograph, n., an instrument for copying draw-

ings, plans etc. — Lit. 'all-writer', compounded

of panto- and Gk. -Ypa9G;, fr. ypayEiv, 'to

write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: pantograph, tr. v., pantograph-er,

n., pantograph-ic, pantograph-ic-al, adjs., pan-

tograph-ic-al-ly, adv., pantograph-y, n.

pantology, n., a system comprehending all

knowledge. — Compounded of panto- and Gk.

-Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo;, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: pantolog-ic, pantolog-ic-al, adjs.,

pantolog-ist, n.

pantomime, n., an actor in a dumb show; a dumb
show. — F., fr. L. pantomimus, fr. Gk. JiavTo-

[iT|xo?, 'pantomimic actor', lit. 'all-imitating',

compounded of Travxo- (see panto-) and (J-ifi-o?,

'imitator'. See mime.

Derivatives: pantomime, tr. and intr. v., pan-

tomim-ic, adj. and n., pantomim-ic-al, adj.,/»<3n-

tomim-ic-al-ly, adv., pantomim-ic-ry, n., pan-

tomim-ist, n.

pantoscope, n., a wide-angled lens. — Com-
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pounded of panto- and Gk. -cxottlov, fr. axo-

mX-j, 'to look at, examine'. See -scope.

XyenvaXive: pantoscop-ic, adj.

pantothenate, n., a salt of pantothenic acid

(chem.)— See next word and chem. suff. -ate.

pantothenic, adj., designating a B-complex vita-

min acid, CjHj.OjN (chem.) — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. Gk. Ttdtvxodsv, 'from all quarters, on

every side' (see panto-) ; so called in allusion to

the various sources in which this acid was found.

pantoum, n., a series of rhyming quatrains. —
Malay ; cp. pantun.

pantry, n. — ME. panetrie, pantrie, fr. OF. pane-

terie, 'a place where bread is kept', fr. ML.
pdnetdria, panildria, 'a place where bread is

made', fr. L. pdnis, 'bread', fr. I.-E. base *pd-,

'to tend, keep, pasture, feed, guard, protect',

whence also pd-bulum, 'food,-fother'. See food

and cp. pabulum. Cp. also panada, panetela,

panification, pannage, pannier, pantler, com-

panion, company, impanate.

pants, n. pi. — Abbreviation of pantaloons.

pantun, n., a Malay verse form consisting of four

lines rhyming abab. — Malay. Cp. pantoum.

paiiuelo, n., a kerchief. — Sp., 'kerchief, hand-

kerchief, dimin. ofpaiio, fr. L. pannum, ace. of

pannus, 'piece of cloth'. See pawn, 'pledge', and

cp. pane, panel.

Panurge, n., companion of Pantagruel in Rabe-

lais' work of this name. — F., fr, Gk. TravoCip-

yoc,, 'ready to do anything', compounded of

Trav- {see pan-) and ^PYO^*! 'work', which is cogn.

with OE. weorc, etc., 'work'. See work and cp.

ergon and words there referred to.

pap, n., nipple. — ME. pappe, prob. of Scand.

origin; from the I.-E. imitative base *pap-, 'to

swell', whence also L. papula, 'a swelling,

pimple', papilla, 'nipple', Lith. papas, 'nipple',

Lett. pdpa,pdpis, 'swelling, pustule'. See papula.

pap, n., soft food for infants. — A child's lip

word; cp. MHG., Du. pap, G. Pappe, 'pap', L.

pappa, 'pap', pappdre, 'to eat pap, to eat', and

Gk. iraTtTta (voc), 'o father'. See papa, 'father',

and cp. pamper. Pap in this sense is not rel. to

pap, 'nipple'.

Derivative: /)ap, tr. v., to feed with pap.

papa, n., father. — F. papa, fr. L. papa, 'father',

orig. a child's lip word for father. Cp. Gk. Tzi.-KT:a

(voc), 'o father', 7ra7ra;,'father', TrdTtrro?, 'grand-

father, ancestor', which are also orig. child's lip

words. L.pappa,'pip', is of the same origin; see

pap, 'food'. Cp. pappus.

papa, n., pope; parish priest. — Eccles L. papa,

'bishop; pope', fr. L. papa, 'father'. See prec.

word and cp. pope.

papable, adj., qualified for the papacy. — F., fr.

It. papabile. See prec. word and -able.

papacy, n. — ME. papacie, fr. ML. papatia, fr.

Eccles. L. papa, 'pope'. See papa and -acy.

papain, n., a vegetable enzyme (biochem.) —
Formed fr. papaya with subst. sufF. 4i.

papal, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) papal, fr.

Eccles. L. pdpdlis, fr. papa, 'pope'. See papa and

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: papal-ism, n., papal-ist, n., papal-

ist-ic, adj., papal-ize, tr. and intr. v., papal-iz-

ation, n., papal-iz-er, n.

Papaver, n., a genus of plants, the poppy {hot.)

— L. papdver, 'poppy', which prob. stands for

"papd-wes, and derives from the imitative base

*pap-, 'to swell, blow', whence also papula, 'a

swelling, pimple'. See papula and cp. poppy. For

the formation of the word cp. L. caddver, 'dead

body, carcass', fr. cadere, 'to fall'.

Papaveraceae, n. pi., the poppy family {hot.) —
Formed with suff. -aceae fr. L. papdver, 'poppy'.

See prec. word.

papaveraceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

papaverine, n., an alkaloid (Cj^H^jNO^) obtained

from opium (chem.) — See Papaver and chem.

suff. -ine.

papaverous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

poppy. — See Papaver and -ous.

papaw, n., the papaya. — Sp. papayo, 'papaw

iree' , papaya, 'fruit of the papaw tree' ; of Carib-

bean origin. Cp. papaya.

papaya, n., 1) a tropical tree; 2) its fruit. — Sp.,

'fruit of the papaw tree', fr. papayo, 'papaw

tree'. See papaw.

paper, n. — ME. papire, papir, fr. OF. (= F.)

papier, fr. L. papyrus, 'papyrus, paper made of

papyrus stalk', fr. Gk. naTzupoc, 'papyrus'. See

papyrus.

Derivatives : paper, tr. v.,paper-ing, a., paper-y,

adj.

papeterie, n., a box for paper and other writing

materials. — F., fr. papetier, 'papermaker', fr.

papier, 'paper'. See prec. word and -ery.

papier-mache, n., paper pulp molded into various

objects. — F., lit. 'chewed paper', fr. L. papyrus,

'papyrus, paper', and masticdtus, pp. of masti-

cdre, 'to chew'. See paper and masticate.

Papilio, n., a genus of butterflies (zool.) — L. pd-

pilio, 'butterfly' ; cogn. with OE. fifealde, 'but-

terfly', OS. fifoldara, Ofi.fifrildi, OHG. vivaltra,

MHG. vlvalter, G. Falter, of s.m. These words

derive from the reduplicated form of the I.-E.

base *pel; 'to shake, swing'. Cp. Lith. piepala,

Lett, paipala, 'quail', which are from the same

reduplicated base. Cp. papillon, pavilion. For

derivatives of the simple base *pel- see polemic.

Derivative: papilion-aceous, adj.

Papilionidae, n. pi., name of a family of butter-

flies (zool.) — See prec. word and -idae.

papilla, n., any nipplelike protuberance. — L.,

'nipple', rel. to papula, 'a swelling, pimple'. See

papula.

Derivatives: papill-ar, papill-ary, papill-ate, pa-

pill-ose, adjs., papilt-os-ity, n.

papilloma, n., tumor on the skin (med.) — A
ModL. hybrid formed fr. L. papilla, 'nipple',

with suff. -oma (fr. Gk. -<o(i.a).

Derivative: papillomat-ous, adj.
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papillon, n., name of a breed of dog. — F., lit.

'butterfly', fr. "L. pdpilionem, ace. ofpdpilio, 'but-

terfly' (see Papilio) ; so called from the shape of

its ears. Cp. papillote.

papillote, n., curl paper.— F., back formation fr.

papilloter, 'to blink, twinkle; to put (hair) into

curl paper', fr. papillot, 'a small butterfly', fr.

papillon, 'butterfly'. See papillon.

papist, n., an adherent of the Pope— MF. (= F.)

papiste, fr. pape, 'Pope', fr. Eccles. L. pdpa,

'pope'. See papacy and -ist.

Derivatives : papii«-ic, papist-ic-al, adjs., papist-

ic-al-ly, adv., papist-ry, n.

papoose, n., a North American Indian baby. —
Algonquian papoos, 'child'.

pappus, n., a downy appendage of certain fruits

(bot.) — L., 'an old man, grandfather; the

woolly, hairy seed of certain plants', fr. Gk.

KOLTcnoi;, 'an old man, grandfather', orig. a

child's lip word. See papa, 'father', and cp. the

second element in Aplopappus.

Derivatives: papp-ose, papp-ous, papp-y, adjs.

pappy, n., father. — Dimin. of papa.

paprika, n., the fruit of Capsicum tetragonum. —
G. Paprika, fr. Hung, paprika, fr. Serbian pa-

prika, a dimin. formed fr. ModGk. n'mepi,

'pepper', fr. Gk. TtsTtspi. See pepper.

Papuan, n. and adj. — Fr. Malay papuwah,

'curled, frizzle-haired'. For the ending see suff.

-an.

papula, papule, n., a pimple.— L. papula, 'a swell-

ing, pimple', from the imitative base *pap-, 'to

swell', whence also OI. pippall, 'berry, pepper-

corn', Lith. papas, 'nipple', Lett, pdpa, pdpis,

'swelling, pustule' ; cp. pap, 'nipple'. The nasal-

ized form of the same base appears in L. pam-

pinus, 'tendril of vine' ; see pampiniform and cp.

pimple. Cp. also pepper.

Derivatives: papul-ar, papul-ate, papul-at-ed,

adjs., papul-ation, n., papul-ose, papul-ous, adjs.

papuliferous, adj., having pimples. — Lit.

'bearing pimples'; compounded of L. papula, 'a

swelling, pimple', andferre, 'to bear, carry'. See

prec. word and -ferous.

papulo-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

papulae'. — See papula.

papyro-, combining form meaning 'papyrus". —
Fr. Gk. TraTtijpoi;. See papyrus.

papyrograph, n., an instrument for multiply-

ing copies of writings. — Compounded of pa-

pyro- and Gk. -/pa90(;, fr. ypatpEiv, 'to write'.

See -graph.

V>ema\.v/e%. papyrograph, tr. y.,papyrograph-er,

n., papyrograph-ic, adj., papyrograph-y, n.

papyrology, n., the study of papyri. — Com-
pounded of papyro- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -X6-|'o;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: papyrolog-ic-al, adj., papyrolog-ist,

n.

papyrus, n. — ME. papirus, fr. L. papyrus, fr.

Gk. TtdtTcOpos, 'papyrus', which is of unknown

etymology; said to be of Egyptian origin. Cp.

paper, taper.

Derivatives: papyr-aceous, papyr-al, papyr-ian,

papyr-ine, papyr-itious, adjs.

par, n., equality, equal value. — L. pdr, 'equal'.

See pair, and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative : par, tr. v.

par, n. (colloq.) — Short for paragraph.

par-, form of para-, 'beside', before a vowel.

par-, pref. in words of French origin meaning

'by'.— F. par-, fr. par, 'through, by', fr. L. per.

See per-.

para, n., name of a Turkish and a Yugoslavian

coin. — Turk, pdrah, fr. Pers. pdrah, 'piece'.

para-, before a vowel par-, pref. used in the

senses 'by the side of, beside, past, beyond; con-

trary, wrong, irregular, abnormal'.— Gk. Trapa-,

Trap-, fr. Trapa, from beside, beyond, against,

contrary to', cogn. with OI. para, 'beyond', prd-,

'before, forward, forth', Avestic para, pard,

'before', Hitt.pard, 'on, forth', Gk. Trpo, 'before',

L. prd, 'before, for, in favor of, prae, 'before',

per, 'through', Goth./a«r, 'along', OE. for-, 'off,

away'. See fore, adv., and cp. per, peri-, pre-,

preter-, pro-.

para-, combining form meaning 'that which pro-

tects from', as in parachute, parapet, parasol. —
Fr. It. para, imper. of parare, 'to ward off, fr.

L. pardre, 'to prepare'. See pare and cp. parry,

spar, 'to fight with the fists'.

parabasis, n., choral part in Greek comedy. —
Gk. Tiapapacri?, 'a going aside', fr. Trapapatvsiv,

'to go aside', fr. Ttapa (see para-, 'beside') and

[JaivEtv, 'to go'. See basis.

parablast, n., the yolk of an ovum (embryol.) —
Compounded of para-, 'beside', and Gk. pXa-

ari?, 'bud, sprout, shoot'. See -blast.

Derivative: parablast-ic, adj.

parable, n. — ME., fr. MF. parabole, parable (F.

parable), fr. L. parabola, 'comparison, parable,

speech', fr. Gk. TtapaPoXrj, 'comparison, para-

ble', lit. 'a throwing beside, juxtaposition', fr.

7:apa|iAXXEiv, 'to throw beside", fr. nxpa (see

para-, 'beside') and (BixXXeiv, 'to throw". See

ballistic and cp. parabola, palabra, parol, parole,

which are doublets of parable.

Derivative: parable, tr. and intr. v.

parabola, n., one of the three conic sections (ge-

om.) — ModL., fr. Gk. TtapapoXr,, 'a throwing

beside, laying side by side; application, com-

parison, analogy'; see prec. word. The Pytha-

goreans used the word TrapaPoXv; if the base of a

figure, that was to be constructed so that it

should be equal in area to a given figure of dif-

ferent shape, proved to be equal to the base of

the original figure. Apollonius of Perga, 'the

Great Geometer', who lived in the 3rd cent.

B.C. E., applied this term for the first time to

denote the parabola (in his Conica 1, 11), in

reference to the circumstance that the square on

the ordinate is equal to a rectangle whose height

is equal to the abscissa, applied to the para-
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meter; see T. L. Heath, ApoUonius of Perga,

Treatise on Conic Sections, Cambridge Uni-

versity Press, 1896, Introduction, p. LXXX. Cp.

ellipse and hyperbola.

parabolic, adj., 1) pertaining to a parable; 2) re-

sembling a parabola. — L. parabolicus, fr. Gk.

Trapa^oXixoi;, 'expressive of comparison, figur-

ative', fr. TrapapoXTj. See parabola and adj. suff.

-ic, resp. also -al.

Derivatives: parabolic-al, adj., parabolic-al-ism,

n., parabolic-al-ly, adv.

parabolist, n., one who tells parables. — Formed

with sufif. -ist fr. Gk. Trapa^oX^, 'comparison,

analogy'. See parable,

parabolize, tr. v., 1) to tell in a parable or para-

bles; 2) to make parabolic in shape. — Formed

with suff. -ize fr. Gk. TtapaPoXv), 'comparison,

analogy'. See parable, resp. parabola.

Derivatives : paraboUz-ation, n., paraboUz-er, n.

paraboloid, n., a solid generated by the rotation

of a parabola around its axis (geom.) — Com-

pounded of parabola and Gk. -oeiSyj;, 'like',

fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See -old.

paracentesis, n., perforation {surgery) — Medi-

cal L., fr. Gk. 7:apax£vT7)ai(;, fr. rcapaxEVTeiv,

'to pierce at the side', fr. Ttapa (see para-,

'beside') and xevteiv, 'to prick, goad, pierce'.

See center,

paracentric, also paracentrical, adj., moving from

the center. — Compounded of para-, 'beside',

and centric, resp. centrical.

Derivative : paracentric, n.

parachor, n., name of a constant in chemistry.—
Coined fr. para-, 'beside', and Gk. y.oipo;, 'defi-

nite space', which is rel. to X"P^' 'space,

country', "/wpt?, 'separately, apart'. See chori-.

parachordal, adj., situated beside the notochord

iembryol.) — Coined fr. para-, 'beside', chord,

and adj. suff. -al.

parachroma, n., discoloration (med.) — Coined

fr. para-, 'beside', and Gk. /.poiiJ.a, 'color of the

skin, color'. See chrome.

Derivatives: parachromat-ism, n., parachromat-

ic, adj.

parachronism, n., chronological error in which a

date is set too late. — Irregularly formed fr.

para-, 'beside, beyond', and Gk. XP<^^°?. 'time'.

See chronic and -ism and cp. anachronism, me-

tachronism.

parachute, n. — F., lit. 'that which protects', a

hybrid coined by the French aeronaut Francois

Blanchard (1753-1809), fr. para-, 'that which

protects', and chute, 'fall'. See chute.

Derivatives : parachute, tr. and intr. v. ,
parachut-

ic, adj., parachut-ism, n., parachut-ist, n.

paraclete, n., advocate. — OF. paraclet, fr. Late

L. paracletus, fr. Gk. 7rapAxX7)TO(;, 'advocate',

verbal adj. of TtapaxaXsiv, 'to call to aid, to

summon, invite, console, exhort, encourage',

fr. Ttapa (see para-, 'beside') and xoXetv, 'to

call', which is cogn. with L. colore, 'to proclaim,

call, shout', clamare, 'to shout, cry aloud.

1124

call, declare', clamor, 'a loud cry', cldrus, 'clear,

bright'. See claim, v., and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

paracme, n., the stage of degeneration after ma-

turity {biol.) — Gk. Trapaxnr), 'point at which

the prime is past, decay', fr. napa (see para-,

'beside, beyond') and axjxT], 'point, edge, prime

of Ufe'. See acme,

paracusia, paracusis, n., abnormal sense of

hearing {med.) — Gk. Tcapaxoucrii;, 'defect of

hearing', fr. 7tapa(seepara-,'beside')and axouat?,

'hearing', fr. axousiv, 'to hear'. See acoustic

and cp. words there referred to.

paracymene, n., a colorless liquid (C,„H„) ob-

tained from oils of cumin, thyme, etc. {chem.)—
Compounded of para-, 'beside', and cymene.

parade, n. — F., fr. Sp. parada, 'halt, stop, sus-

pension, parade', fr. parar, 'to stop, halt, pre-

pare', rel. to It. parare, 'to prepare, ward off', fr.

L. parare, 'to prepare'. See pare and -ade and

cp. para-, 'that which protects'.

Derivatives : ;;flrafi?e, tr. and intr. \.,parad-er, n.,

parad-ing, adj., parad-ing-ly, adv.

paradigm, n., example (esp. in grammar) — F.

paradigme, fr. Late L. paradigma, fr. Gk. Tiapa-

SstYHa, 'pattern, model', fr. jrapaSEixvuvat, 'to

exhibit, represent', fr. Tirapa (see para-, 'beside')

and SEtxviivai, 'to show', which is cogn. with L.

dicere, 'to show, tell'. See diction,

paradigmatic, paradigmatical, adj. — Gk. Trapa-

SEiyijiaTixd?, 'serving as a pattern or model', fr.

7rapa8£t.Y[jLa, gen. TrapaSEtynaxo;. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: paradigmatical-ly, adv.

paradisaic, paradisaical, adj. — Formed fr. para-

dise on analogy of Hebraic.

Derivative: paradisaical-ly, adv.

paradise, n. — ME. paradis, fr. OF. (= F.) para-

dis, fr. Late L. paradlsus, fr. Gk. TiapaSsKio;,

'park, the garden of Eden, paradise', a word of

Old Persian origin; cp. Avestic pairidaeza, 'an

enclosure', whence Heb. pardes, 'park, garden"

(whence Aram, pardes, pardesd, of s.m.). Aves-

tic pairidaeza is compounded ofpairi, 'around',

and daeza, 'wall'. The first element is cogn. with

Gk. TTEpt, 'around, about' ; see peri-. The second

element is cogn. with Olr. digen, 'firm, sohd'

(orig. 'kneaded into a compact mass'), Gk. teT-

/o?, 'wall', L. fingere, 'to form, fashion', Goth.

deigan, 'to smear', OE. dag, etc., 'dough'. See

dough and cp. deha, fiction and the first element

in dizdar. Cp. also parvis, which is a doublet of

paradise.

Derivatives: paradisaic (q.v.), paradisiac{af)

(q.v.), paradis-ial, paradis-ian, paradis-ic, para-

dis-ic-al, adjs.

Paradisea, n., the typical genus of birds of para-

dise. — ModL., fem. of ML. paradJseus, 'per-

taining to paradise', fr. Late L. paradisus. See

prec. word.

Derivative: paradise-an, adj., pertaining to

birds of paradise.
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paradisiacal, also paradisiac adj., pertaining to,

or resembling, paradise.— Late L. paradlsiacus,

fr. h.paradisus. See paradise and suflf. -ac and -al.

parados, n., parapet behind a trench.— F., prop,

'defense from the rear', coined fr. para-, 'that

which protects', and F. dos, 'back', fr. L. dor-

sum. See dorso-.

paradox, n., a statement seemingly absurd, yet

really true. — F. paradoxe, fr. L. paradoxum,

fr. Gk. JtapaSo^ov, 'paradox', prop. neut. of the

adjective jcapiSo^o?, 'contrary to expecta-

tion, incredible, marvelous', which is formed fr.

Ttapdc (see para-, 'beside, contrary to') and 865a,

'opinion, expectation'. See doxastic and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: paradox, tr. and intr. v., paradox-

al, paradox-ial, paradox-ic-al, adjs., paradox-ic-

al-ly, adv., paradox-ic-al-ity, n., paradox-ic-al-

ness, n., paradox-ist, n.

paradoxy, n., a paradox; paradoxical quality. —
Gk.7tQcpa8o5£a, 'marvelousness', fr. TrapaSo^oc.

See prec word and -y (representing Gk. -i5).

paraffin, n. — Lit., 'of small affinity', coined by

the German chemist Karl von Reichenbach

(1788-1869) in 1830 fr. L. par{um), 'little', and

affinis, 'connected with, related to'; so called

by him because of its comparative lack ofchem-

ical affinity. L. parum is cogn. with parvus,

'small', pauc«.s, 'little', Gk. Traupot;, 'small'; see

paucity. For the etymology of L. affinis see affine.

paraform, n., a white powder {chem. )— Abbre-

viation oiparaformaldehyde. See para-, 'beside',

and formaldehyde.

paragenesis, n., the formation of minerals in

close contact {geol.) — Lit. 'mutual formation'.

Coined fr. para-, 'beside', and Gk. v^vecti?, 'ori-

gin, source, birth, descent, race'. See genesis.

paragenetic, adj.— See prec. word and genetic.

paragoge, n., addition of a sound at the end of a

word {grammar). — Late L. paragoge, fr. Gk.

irapayuyr), 'a leading by or past, variation, ad-

dition', fr. TtapayEtv, 'to lead by or past', fr.

Trapa (see para-, 'beside') and JtyEiv, 'to lead',

which is cogn. with L. agere, 'to set in motion,

drive, lead'. See agent, adj., and cp. -agogue and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: paragog-ic, paragog-ic-al, adjs.,

paragog-ic-al-ly, adv.

paragon, n., a pattern of excellence.— F. paragon

(now parangon), fr. It. paragone, 'touchstone,

test, comparison, model', fr. Gk. Tiapaxovav,

'to sharpen, whet', fr. irapa (see para-, 'beside')

and axovr), 'whetstone', which is rel. to dcxr),

'point', axi?, 'pointed object, needle', Sxpo?,

'sharp', fr. I.-E. base *ak-, 'sharp, pointed;

stone'. See acrid.

Derivative: paragon, tr. v., to compare.

paragonite, n., a kind of mica resembling com-

mon mica, but containing sodium instead of

potassium {mineral.) — Formed fr. Gk. itapi.-

ycov, 'misleading', pres. part, of r./tfiyevt, 'to

lead by or past; to lead aside, mislead'. See para-

goge and subst. suff. -ite.

paragraph, n. — OF. (= F.)paragraphe, fr. ML.
paragraphus, fr. Gk. Ttctp&ypoitpoi;, 'a line drawn

in the margin', lit. 'anything written beside', fr.

jiapa (see para-, 'beside') and -ypatpoi;, fr.

YpitpEiv, 'to write'. See -graph. Cp. paraph,

which is a doublet of paragraph.

Derivatives: paragraph, tr. and intr. v., para-

graph-er, n.,paragraph-ic,paragraph-ic-al, adjs.,

paragraph-ic-al-ly, adv., paragraph-ist, n., para-

graph-ist-ic-al, ad}.,paragraph-y, n.

Paraguay tea, mate. — Named after the S. Ame-

rican republic Paraguay.

paraheliotropic, adj. — See next word and adj.

suff. -ic.

paraheliotropism, n., tendency of leaves to place

themselves in a plane parallel to the sun's rays.

— Coined fr. para-, 'beside', and heliotropism.

parahypnosis, n., sleep suggestive of, but not nec-

essarily caused by, hypnosis. — Coined fr.

para-, 'beside', and hypnosis.

parahypnotic, adj.— See prec. word and hypnotic.

parakeet, also spelled parrakeet, n. — MF. paro-

quet (F. perroquet), fr. It. parrocchetto
,
prop,

'little priest', a diminutive facetiously formed

fr. parroco, 'parish priest', fr. Eccles L. paro-

chus, for paroecus, fr. Gk. Ttapoixo?, 'living be-

side'. See parish and cp. parrot. Cp. also Pro-

ven?, perucat, 'resembling a parrot; fine hair

dress' (see peruke).

parakinesis, parakinesia, n., irregular movement

of motor. — ModL., coined fr. para-, 'beside',

and Gk. xivtjctii;, 'movement', fr. xtvEiv, 'to

move'. See kinesis.

parakinetic, adj. — See prec. word and kinetic.

parakite, n., a tailless kite used in meteorology.

— Coined fr. para-, 'beside', and kite,

paralalia, n., a speech defect. — Medical L.,

coined fr. para-, 'beside', and Gk. XaXta, 'talk,

chat, speech', fr. XaXo;, 'talkative, loquacious'.

See Lalage and cp. E^lalia,mogilalia.Cp. also lull.

paraldehyde, n., a hypnotic drug. — Coined fr.

para-, 'beside', and aldehyde.

paraleipsis, paralipsis, n., a rhetorical device to

stress a point by stating that it is too obvious to

be mentioned. — Gk. TtapdXeni'n:, 'neglect, dis-

regard, omission', fr. TrapaXsiTCEiv, 'to leave

out, omit', fr. Trapdt (see para-, 'beside') and Xsi-

TtEiv, 'to leave'. See relinquish and cp. eclipse,

ellipse, ellipsis, elliptoid.

parallactic, adj., pertaining to a parallax. — Gk.

TtapaXXaxTixiii;, 'pertaining to change", fr. T^a-

paXXaxTo;, 'liable to change', verbal adj. of r.x-

paXXaaaetv, 'to change'. See next word and adj.

suff. -ic.

Derivative: parallactic-al-ly, adv.

parallax, n., apparent change in the position of

an object. — F. parallaxe, fr. Gk. -rcapaXXa^i:;,

'change', fr. TtapaXXaaaeiv, 'to change', fr. Jra-

pi (see para-, 'beside') and aXXdacreiv, 'to

change', fr. SXXoc, 'other'. See alio- and cp. al-

lacdte and words there referred to.
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parallel, adj. — F. parallele, ft. L. parallelus, fr.

Gk. TTapaXXTjXo?, 'parallel', fr. Tcocpa (see para-,

'beside') and aXXrjXtov, 'of one another', re-

duplication of ocXXo;, 'other'. See allelo-.

Derivatives: parallel, n. and tr. \., parallel-ism,

n., parallel-ist, n., parallel-ist-ic, adj.

parallelize, tr. v., to render parallel.— Gk. irapaX-

XTjXi^siv, 'to place side by side', fr. TrapaX-

XtjXo;. See prec. word and -ize.

parallelepiped, paralleloplpedon, n., a prism with

six faces, each of which is a parallelogram

{geom.) — Gk. TTapaXXTjXeTiiTteSov, 'body with

parallel surfaces', fr. TrapaXXrjXo?, 'parallel', and
^TcteSov, 'plane surface', prop. neut. oftheadj.

CTtTCESo;, 'on the ground, plane, superficial', fr.

sTil, 'on', and tt^Sov, 'ground, earth', which is

cogn. with Ol. paddm, 'step, track'. Arm. het,

gen. hetoy, 'track', Lith. pedd, 'track', and L.

peda, "footstep', pes, gen. pedis, 'foot', ON./ef,
'step', Goth, fotus, OE. fot, 'foot'. See parallel,

epi- and foot.

parallelogram, n.—F. parallelogramme, fr. LateL.

parallelogrammum, fr. Gk. TcapaXXY)X6Ypa[ji.(jiov,

prop. neut. of the adj. 7rapaXXY)X6Ypa(j.[i05,

'bounded by parallel lines', fr. TtapaXXrjXoi;, 'pa-

rallel', and the stem of Yp(X9Stv, 'to write'. See

parallel and -gram.

Denvatives:parallelogrammat-ic,paralle!ogram-

mat-ic-al, paralletogramm-ic, parallelogramm-

ic-at, adjs.

paralogism, n., false reasoning.— F. paralogisme,

fr. L. paralogismus, fr. Gk. 7rapaXoYi<J(ji6i;,

'false reasoning', fr. TrapaXoyiJ^cCTS-at. See para-

logize and -ism.

paralogist, n., one who reasons falsely.— F.para-

logiste, fr. Gk. TCapocXoYi<JT7)<;, 'one who rea-

sons falsely', fr. TtapaXoYi^e(J-9-ai.. See next

word.

Derivative : paralogist-ic, adj

.

paralogize, intr. v., to reason falsely— Gk. Tratpa-

XoYt!^eCTi>ai, 'to reason falsely', fr. TtapaXoYO?,

'beyond reason, beyond calculation', fr. Trapa

(see para-, 'beside, beyond') and Xhyoq, 'word,

speech, reason'. See logos and -ize.

paralysant, adj. — See paralyzant.

paralysis, n., partial or complete incapacity of

motion or sensation (med.) — L., fr. Gk. rapa-
XuCTic, 'disabling of the nerves, paralysis', fr. rea-

paXiJsr.v, 'to loosen, detach, disable, enfeeble',

fr. TTocpa (see para-, 'beside') and Xuetv, 'to un-

fasten, loosen, slacken', which is cogn. with L.

luere, 'to loose, release; to atone for, expiate',

OE. for-leosan, 'to lose; to destroy', losian, 'to

perish, be lost'. See lose and cp. -lysis. Cp. also

palsy, which is a doublet ofparalysis.

paralytic, adj. and n. — ME. peralitik, fr. MF.
paratiiique (F. paralytique), fr. L. paralyticus, fr.

Gk. TTapaX'jTixog, fr. TrapaX'jai;. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative : paralytic-al-ly, adv.

paralyzant, also spelled paralysant, adj., causing

paralysis.— Formed fr. paralyze with suff. -ant.

paralyze, tr. v. — F. paralyser, fr. paralysie. See

paralysis.

Derivatives : para/yz-af/on, n., paralyz-er, n.

paramatta, n., name of a light dress fabric. —
From Paramatta, name of a town in New South
Wales, Australia.

Paramecium, n., name of a ciliate infusorian

(zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. 7rapa(jt,7))C7j(;, 'oblong,

oval', fr. Tcapa (see para-, 'beside, beyond') and
[j,7)xo(;, 'length', which is rel. to [jiaxpo;, 'long',

and cogn. with L. macer, 'thin', and ON. magr,

OE. mieger, 'thin'. See macro-, meager. For the

ending see 1st -iimi.

parameter, n., a variable constant (math.) —
Coined fr. para-,'beside', and Gk. [isxpov, 'meas-

ure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: parametr-al, parametr-ic (qq. v.),

parametric-al, adjs.

parametral, parametric, adj., pertaining to a para-

meter. — See parameter and adj. suff. -al, resp.

-ic.

parametric, adj., near the uterus. — See para-

metrium.

parametritis, n. , inflammation ofthe parametrium

(med.)— Medical L. See next word and -itis.

Denvative: parametrit-ic, adj.

parametrium, n., the connective tissue around the

uterus (anat.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Trapa (see

para-, 'beside') and [xifjTpa, 'womb', which is rel.

to [i.i]-rip, 'mother'. See mother and cp. metro-,

'uterine'.

paramnesia, n., distortion of memory (med.) —
Coined fr. para-, 'beside', and Gk. [Mijcioq,

'pertaining to memory', which is rel. to [xv5-

a&at, 'to remember'. See mnesic and 1st -ia.

paramo, n. , a high treeless plain in South America.
— Sp. paramo, 'desert, paramo', fr. L. paramus,

a word of ancient Spanish origin.

paramorphic, adj. — See paramorphism and -ic.

paramorphlne, n., thebaine. — Coined fr. para-,

'beside', and morphine.

paramorphism, n., the alteration of one mineral to

another of the same chemical composition (min-

eral.) — Compounded of para-, 'beside', and

morphism.

paramount, adj. — OF. paramont, 'that which is

at the top', compounded ofpar, 'by' (fr. L.per-),

and amont (fr. a mont), 'uphill, above'. See per-

and amount.

Derivatives: paramount, n., paramount-cy, n.,

paramount-ly, adv., paramount-ness, n.

paramour, n., lover of a married person. — ME.,

fr. OF. par amour, 'by love', fr. par, 'by,

through' (fr. L. per), and amour, 'love', fr. L.

amorem, ace. of amor, 'love'. See per- and

amorous.

paranephric, adj., near the kidney (anat.)— Coin-

ed fr. para-, 'beside', and Gk. VEcppo;, 'kidney'.

See nephritic.

paranephritis, n., inflammation of the parane-

phros (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. parane-
phros with suff. -Itis.

I

paranephros, n., the suprarenal gland. — Med-
ical L. See paranephric.

parang, n., a short, heavy knife used by the

Dyaks. — Malay.

paranoia, also paranoea, n., mental disorder char-

acterized by systematized delusions (psychiatry).

— Medical L. paranoia, fr. Gk. Trapiivoia,

'derangement, madness', fr. Trapavoo^, 'dement-

ed, distracted', fr. Ttapd (see para-, 'beside, be-

yond') and voo?, vou?, 'mind'. See nous and 1st

-ia.

Derivatives: paranoi-ac, adj. and n., paranoi-ic,

adj. and n.

paranoid, adj., resembling paranoia. — Com-
pounded of Medical L. paranoia (see prec.

word) and Gk. -oeiSr)?, 'like', fr. stSoi;, 'form,

shape' ; see -oid. For the contraction ofparanoia

and -oid into paranoid see haplology and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: paranoid, n., paranoid-al, adj.

paranymph, n., groomsman or bridesmaid in an-

cient Greece. — L. paranymphus, fr. Gk. nacpa.-

vufjttpoi;, 'groomsman, bridesmaid', lit. 'being

beside the groom or bride', fr. napa (see para-,

'beside') and vu(ji,9Y], 'bride'. See nymph.

parapegm, parapegma, n., a tablet set up con-

taining some public information. — L. para-

pegma, fr. Gk. Tiapa7nr)Y[Jia, 'something fixed

beside', from the stem of TiapaTTYjYvuvai, 'to fix

beside', fr. -api (see para-, 'beside') and nt]-

Yvuvat, 'to make firm, fix', fr. I.-E. base *pdg-,

*pdk-, 'to fix, join together, unite'. See pact and

cp. words there referred to.

parapet, n., a protective wall. — F., fr. It. para-

petto, which is compounded ofparare, 'to ward
off' (see para-, 'that which protects'), and petto,

'breast', fr. L. pectus, 'breast'. See pectoral.

Derivative: parapet-ed, adj.

paraph, n., a flourish made after a signature. —
MF. paraffe (F. paraphe), orig. meaning 'para-

graph', fr. ML. paraphus, contraction of para-

graphus. See paragraph.

paraph, tr. v. — F. parapher, 'to put one's initials

to, to sign', fr. paraphe. See paraph, n.

paraphernalia, n., personal belongings. — ML.
paraphernalia (short for paraphernalia bona,

'paraphernal goods'), neut. pi. of Late L. para-

phernalis, 'pertaining to the paraphernal, fr. L.

parapherna (pi.), 'the property of a married

woman besides her dowry', fr. Gk. 7tapa9Epva

(pi.) 'goods which a bride brings over and above

her dowry', fr, -apx (see para-, 'beside, beyond')

and 9EpvT;, 'dowry', which is rel. to 9£pE!.v, 'to

bring'. See bear, 'to carry'.

paraphia, n., abnormal sense of touch (med.) —
Medical L., coined fr. para-, 'beside, contrary

to', and Gk. 0197), 'touch', which is rel. to aTTXEtv,

'to touch, fasten; to kindle', a'^ic,, 'a fastening'.

See apsis and cp. words there referred to. For
the ending see 1 st. suff. -ia.

paraphrase, n., a free rendering.— F., fr. L. para-

phrasls, ft. Gk. TTapAippacjii;, 'paraphrase', fr.

7rapa9pa!^eiv, 'to say the same thing in other

words, to paraphrase', fr. Trapa (see para-, 'be-

side') and 9paCEi,v, 'to point out, show, tell'. See

phrase and cp. periphrase, metaphrase.

Derivatives: paraphrase, tr. and intr. v., para-

phras-er, n.

paraphrasis, n., paraphrase.— L. See prec. word.

paraphrastic, adj., pertaining to, or of the nature

of, a paraphrase.— ML. paraphrasticus, fr. Gk.
Ttapa9pa(JTix6i;, fr. Ttapa9paaTrii;, 'one who
paraphrases', fr. Tcapa9pai^Etv, 'to paraphrase'.

See paraphrase.

Derivative : paraphrastic-al-ly, adv.

paraphrenia, n., dementia precox (psychiatry). —
Medical L., coined fr. para-, 'beside', Gk. 9pT]v,

'mind', and 1st suff. -ia. See phrenetic.

T>eti\diti\e: paraphren-ic, adj.

paraphrenitis, n., inflammation of tissues near the

diaphragm (med.) — Medical L., coined fr.

para-, 'beside', Gk. 9p'y)v, 'diaphragm, mind',

and suff. -itis. See phrenetic and cp. prec. word
and phrenitis.

paraphysis, n., a sterile filament in the sporogen-

ous organs of many cryptograms. — ModL.,
coined fr. para-, 'beside', and Gk. 9UC15,

'growth, nature', fr. 9ii£iv, 'to produce, make
to grow'. See physio-.

paraplegia, n., paralysis of the lower half of the

body on both sides (med.)— Medical L., fr. Gk.

jtapaTrXrjYia, 'hemiplegia', fr. TcapaTCXyjcraEiv,

'to strike at the side', fr. Ttapa (see para-) and

TiX-yjaaEiv, 'to strike', which is rel. to TiXyjYr],

'stroke', TrXrjytxa, 'blow'. See plague and 1st -ia.

Derivatives: parapleg-ic, adj. and n.

parapraxis, n., faulty action, blunder (psycho-

analysis). — ModL., coined fr. para-, 'beside',

and Gk. Tzpx^ic„'a doing, transaction, business',

from the stem of TipaTTEiv, 'to do'. See practical.

parapsychology, n., that branch of psychology

which deals with psychic phenomena, as extra-

sensory perception ; psychical research.— Coin-

ed fr. para-, 'beside', and psychology.

parapsychosis, n., abnormal psychosis.— ModL.,

coined fr. para-, 'beside', and psychosis.

parasang, n., a Persian measure of length, equal

to about 3 2/5 miles. — L. parasanga, fr. Gk.

TtapaaaYy)?, 'parasang', which is of Iranian

origin. Cp. Pehlevi frasang, farsang, ModPers.

ferseng.

parasceve, n., the day before the Jewish Sabbath.

— F. parasceve, ft. Late L. parasceve, ft. Gk.

TiapaiTKS'jr;, short for f;|jt£pa TTapaaxsur;?, 'day

of preparation' (scil. for the Sabbath), fr. Trapa

(see para-, 'beside') and oxeut), 'equipment',

which is rel. to (rxsuoq, 'implement, tool, vessel'.

See diaskeuasis.

paraselene, n., mock moon. — Coined fr. para-,

'beside', and Gk. cteXtjvt], 'moon'. See seleno-.

parashah, n., a section of the Pentateuch. —
Mishnaic Heb. pardshd'', 'section', specif, 'a

section of the Torah', fr. Bibl. Heb. pdrdsh, 'he

separated, divided' (whence Bibl. Heh. pardshd''.
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'an exact statement'), Aram, p rash, 'he kept

off, abstained' (whence p^rlshd, 'Pharisee'),

aphresh, 'he separated, divided', Akkad./)ara.sAH,

pardsu, 'to separate, decide'. Cp. Pharisee.

parasite, n., an animal or plant that lives on or in

another organism.— F., fr. L. parasitus, fr. Gk.

7i:apaclTo;, 'parasite', lit. 'eating beside some-

body', fr. -Ktxpi. (see para-, 'beside') and ctitoi;,

'food', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. endo-

parasite.

Derivatives : parasite, intr. v., parasit-al, parasit-

ary, z&i%., parasitic {(i.\.),parasit-ism,n.,parasit-

ize, tr. V.

parasitic, parasitical, adj.— L. parasiticus, fr. Gk.

TrapaaiTiy.ii;, 'of, or pertaining to, a parasite', fr.

TcapdcCTiTo;. See prec. word and -ic, resp. -ical.

Derivatives: parasinc-al-ly, adv., parasitic-al-

ness, n.

parasiticide, adj., that which destroys parasites;

n., an agent that destroys parasites. — Lit.

'killer of parasites', compounded of L. parasitus,

'parasite', and -cida, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'.

See -cide, 'killer'.

parasitology, n., the study of parasites (bioL) —
Compounded of Gk. TcapaoTTo?, 'parasite', and

-Xoyia, fr. -"kiiYoc,, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See parasite and -logy.

Derivatives: parasitolog-ic-al, adj., parasitolog-

ist, n.

parasol, n., a light umbrella.— F., fr. MF., fr. It.

parasole, lit. 'protection against the sun', fr.

parare, 'to ward off' (see para-, 'that which pro-

tects'), and sole, fr. L. solem, ace. of sol, 'sun'.

See Sol.

Derivatives; parasol, tr. v., parasol-ed, adj.

parasolette, n., a small parasol. — Dimin. of

parasol. For the ending see suif. -ette.

parasympathetic, adj., pertaining to, or desig-

nating, that part of the autonomic nervous sys-

tem which originates in the cranial and sacral

regions of the spinal cord. — Coined fr. para-,

'beside' and sympathetic.

Derivative: parasympathetic, n., a parasympa-

thetic nerve.

parasynapsis, n., the side-by-side union of chro-

mosomes (biol.)— ModL., coined fr. para-, 'be-

side', and synapsis.

Derivatives: parasynapt-ic, adj., parasynapt-ist,

n.

parasyndesis, n. ,
parasynapsis.— Coined fr. para-,

'beside', and Gk. cjuvSEai?, 'a binding together'.

See syndesmo-.

parasynthesis, n., formation of words by both

derivation and combination.— ModL., fr. Gk.

Ttapaauv&ECK:, 'formation from a compound'.

See para-, 'beside', and syntliesis.

parasynthetic, adj., pertaining to, or formed by,

parasynthesis.— Fr. Gk. napaauvfl-eToi;, 'form-

ed from a compound'. See para- and synthetic.

paratactic, adj., pertaining to parataxis.— Form-

ed from the stem of Tcapa-riooetv, 'to lay side
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by side', whence also TrapaTa^ti;, 'arrangement'.

See parataxis and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: />a/'atoc/!C-a/, adj., paratactic-al-ly,

adv.

parataxis, n., the arrangement of successive

clauses without connectives {gramm.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. TiapaTa^ii;, 'arrangement', lit. 'a placing

side by side', from the stem of TCapaTaocstv,

'to place side by side', fr. irapa (see para-, 'be-

side') and TioCTEiv, 'to arrange, array, post,

place, appoint'. See taxis and cp. words there

referred to.

parathymia, n., irregular emotional response. —
ModL., coined fr. para-, 'beside, contrary to',

and Gk. ftu(j.6?, 'spirit, mind, soul, desire'. See

thyme and 1st -la and cp. thio-.

parathyroid, adj., pertaining to, or lying near, the

thyroid gland (met/.) — Coined by Ivar Sand-

strom of Upsala in 1879, fr. para- and thyroid.

Denwatwe: paratnyroid-at, adj.

paratroop, n. — Abbreviation of parachute troop.

Derivative: paratroop-er, n.

paratyphoid, adj., pertaining to a fever resembling

typhus, but usually milder; n., a paratyphoid

fever (med.) — Coined fr. para-, 'beside', and

typhoid.

paraunit, n., a unit of paratroops. — Abbrevia- ,

tion of parachute unit.

paravane, n. — Coined fr. para-, 'beside', and

vane.

parboil, tr. v., to boil partially. — ME. parboilen,

'to boil thoroughly', fr. OF. parboillir, fr. VL.

perbulllre, of s.m., fr. L. per, 'through', and

buUire, 'to boil'; see per- and boil, 'to cook'. E.

parboil was influenced in meaning by part.

parbuckle, n., a device for raising or lowering a

heavy object. — Alter, of earlier parbunkel, due

to the influence of buckle; of unknown origin.

Derivative : parbuckle, tr. v., to raise or lower by

means of a parbuckle.

Parca, n. {Greek mythol.)— L., 'goddess of birth',

fr. pario, parere, 'to bring forth"; see parent.

Later, owing to a false derivation fr. pars, 'part',

Parca was identified with the Greek Moira,

goddess of fate (fr. ixotpa, 'part, fate'), whence

arose three Parcae, corresponding in number to

the Moirai.

parcel, n.— ME., fr. MF. (= T.)parcelle, fr. VL.

*particella, corresponding to L. particula, di-

min. of pars, gen. partis, 'part". See part and cp.

particle.

Derivatives: parcel, tr. v., parcel(l)-ing, n.

parcenary, n., co-heirship.— AY.parcenarie, cor-

responding to OF. parfonerie, fr. par(onier.See

next word and subst. suff. -ary and cp. copar-

cenary.

parcener, n., co-heir (law). — AF. parcenier, cor-

responding to OF. par(onier, fr. ML. partiona-

rius, short for partitionarius (see haplology), 'one

who has a share', fr. L. partitio, gen. -onis,

'division'. See partition and agential suff. -er and

cp. coparcener.
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parch, tr. and intr. v.— Late ME. parchen. Some

authorities derive this verb fr. OF. perchier, par-

chier, now percher, Picard form of F. percer, 'to

pierce' {see pierce); others see in it a derivative

of L. persiccare, 'to dry thoroughly'. Both these

etymologies are justly rejected by OED. for

phonetic and historical reasons. — I tentatively

suggest that Late ME. parchen derived through

back formation fr. parchment (q.v.) The noun

parchment was divided into parch-ntent and

through this division the verb parch in the sense

'to dry' was 'reconstructed'. (The orig. meaning

of parchment was supposed to have been 'any-

thing dried', and the meaning 'dried skin of

animals used for writing' to be secondary). This

etymology is supported by the rather striking

fact that while the orig. form parchemin appears

for the first time in English about 1300, the form

parchment and the verbparch appear for the first

time only about a hundred years later (see

OED.)
Derivatives: parch-ed, parch-ing, adjs., parch-

ing-ly, adv.

parchment, n. — UE. parchemin, fr. OF. (= F.)

parchemin, fr. L. Pergamena, Pergamina, 'parch-

ment', shortened for Pergamena charta (so in

Pliny), fr. Gk. nEpyajjiTiVTi, '(skin) of Perga-

mon', fr. nspyaiiov, 'Pergamon', the famous

town in Mysia in Asia Minor, now called

Bergama. F. parchemin was influenced in form

by an association with L. Parthica ipellis), 'skin

from the land of the Parthians'. The alteration

of ME. parchemin into E. parchment is due to a

confusion of the ending -min with the suff. -ment

(fr. L. -mentum) and was prob. suggested by

ML. pergamentum, 'parchment', which occurs

in England already in the X cent., and which it-

self owes its form to a confusion of the ending

-menum ( in L. Pergamenum) with the suff. -men-

tum. Cp. parch.

Derivatives: parchment-ize, tr. v., parchment-y,

adj.

parcimonious, parcimony. — Variants of parsi-

monious, parsimony,

parclose, n., a screen or railing (archit.) — ME.

parclos(e), fr. OF. parclose, 'enclosure, end',

prop. fem. pp. of parclore, 'to enclose, shut in',

fr. par- (for L. per) and clore, 'to close', fr. L.

claudere. See per- and close, adj.

pard, n., leopard (archaic) — ME. parde, fr. OF.,

fr. L. pardus, fr. Gk. napSo?, irapSaXii;, 'pan-

ther', generally connected with OX. prddkuh,

'panther, tiger'. It is more probable, however,

that Greek TriipSo; has been borrowed fr. Heb.

bdrSdh, 'spotted' (said of an animal), and lit.

denotes 'the spotted animal'; see Heinrich

Lewy, Die semitischen Fremdworter im Grie-

chischen, Berlin, 1895, p. 7. For the change of

Heb. 6 top in Greek, cp. Gk. EupcoTtT), 'Europe',

fr. Heb. "erebh, 'evening, west'. Cp. leopard

camelopard, guepard.

Derivative: pard-ine, adj.

pard, n., partner (slang). — Abbreviated fr.

pardner, a slang variant of partner,

pardao, n., a former Portuguese gold coin of

Western India. — Port, pardao, ult. fr. Ol.

prdtdpah, 'splendor', which is formed fr. pref.

prd-, 'before, forward, forth', and tdpati, 'makes

warm, heats'. OI. prd- is cogn. with Gk. 7tp6,

'before' ; see pro- and cp. Purana and the first

element in Prajapati, Prakrit, prakriti, Pralaya.

OI. tdpati is cogn. with L. tepere, 'to be warm or

lukewarm'; see tepid and cp. topaz,

pardon, n.— UB,.pardoun, fr. OF. (= F.) pardon,

fr. pardoner (F. pardonner), 'to forgive'. See

pardon, v.

pardon, tr. v. — ME. pardonen, fr. OF. pardoner

(F. pardonner), fr. Late L. perdondre, 'to remit',

fr. L. per, 'through', and ddndre, 'to give'. See

per- and donation.

Derivatives: parrfon-aWe, ndj., pardon-able-ness,

n., pardon-abl-y, a.dv.,pardon-ee, n.

pardoner, n., one authorized to sell papal indul-

gences (hist.) — ME. pardonere, fr. OF. par-

donier, fr. pardoner, 'to forgive'. See prec. word

and agential suff. -er.

pare, tr. v. — ME. paren, fr. MF. (= F.) parer,

'to adorn, prepare', fr. L. pardre, 'to get, prepare,

make ready', fr. I.-E. base *per-, 'to bring for-

ward, bring forth', whence also pario, parere, 'to

bringforth',Lith.panM,pereri,'to brood',Gk. no-

pi(;,TC6pTit;,7t6pTa^,'calf',OHG./ar,/a/-/-o,MHG.

far,farre, G. Farre, 'bullock', Du. mars, 'heifer',

ON. /am, OE. fearr, 'bull', OI. prthukah, 'child,

calf, young of an animal', Czech s-pratek, 'calf

born prematurely; brat, urchin'. Cp. amparo,

apparatus, apparel, disparate, emperor, empu-e,

imperative, imperator, imperious, para-, para-

chute, parade, parapet, parasol, parry, parturi-

tion, parure, pauper, poor, poverty, prepare,

rampart, repair, 'to restore', reparation, reper-

tory, separate, sever, spar, 'to fight with the fists',

vituperate. Cp. I.-E. base *per-, 'to sell', which

is prob. ult. identical with base *per-, 'to bring

forward, bring forth'; see pair and cp. words

there referred to.

paregoric, adj., soothing pain ; n., a medicine that

soothes pain. — Late L. paregoricus, fr. Gk.

ntxpTjYopixo?, 'encouraging, consoling, sooth-

ing', fr. rrapa (see para-, 'beside') and ayopa,

'public assembly', which is rel. to avEipEiv, 'to

assemble', and cogn. with L. grex, gen. gregis,

'flock'. See gregarious and cp. agora, panegyric.

For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

pareira or pareira brava, n., the root of a Brazilian

vine. — Port, parreira, 'vine trained against the

wall', whence parreira brava, lit. 'wild vine'.

parenchyma, n., soft, cellular tissue (anat. and

6of.)— Medical L., fr. Gk. T:x^tf/:\>\J.x, lit. 'that

which is poured in beside', a name coined by

Erasistratus fr. jrapeyx^''''" 'to POur in beside',

fr. nocpa (see para-, 'beside'), and £r/"V' ''°

pour in'. See endiymatous.

Derivatives: parenchym-al, parenchymat-ic, pa-



(jarencnymjtis

renchymat-ous, adjs., parenchymat-ous-ly, adv.
parenchyraitis, n., inflammation of the paren-
chyma of an organ {med.) — Medical L., form-
ed fr. parenchyma with suflf. -Itis.

parent, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L.parentem,
ace. of parens, 'parent', fr. pario, parere, 'to
bring forth, produce', fr. I.-E. base *per-, 'to
bring forward, bring forth', whence ahopardre,
'to prepare'. See pare and -ent and cp. Parca,
parturient and the second element in ovq>arous,
primipara, puerperal, quadripara, repertory, tri-

para, viviparous.

Derivatives: parent, adj. and tr. v., parent-age,
n., parental (q.v.), parent-hood, n.

parental, adj. — L. parentdlis, 'of parents', fr.

parens, gen. -entis, 'parent'. See parent and adj.
suff. -al.

Derivatives: parental-ism, n., parental-ity, n.,

parental-ly, adv.

Parentalia, n. pi., an annual feast in Rome, in
commemoration of the dead {Roman Religion).
— L., prop. neut. pi. of parentdlis. See prec.
word.

parenteral, adj., outside the intestine {med.) —
Coined fr. Gk. Trapa (see para-, 'beside, beyond')
and SvTspa (pi.), 'intestines'. See enteric and adj.
suff. -al.

Derivative
: parenteral-ly, adv.

parenthesis, n., word, clause etc. inserted into a
sentence. — ML., fr. Gk. 7rapev*E<ji?, 'inser-

tion', lit. 'a putting in beside', fr. Trapcvrt^lvai,
'to put in beside', fr. Trapdt, 'beside', ev, 'in', and
Ti^svai, 'to put, place'. See para-, 'beside', 2nd
en- and thesis.

Derivatives: parenthes-ize, tr. v., parenthetic
(q.v.)

parenthetic, parenthetical, adj. — ML. parenthe-
ticus, as if fr. Gk. '*7iapev^sTix6?, fr. vrapiv-
»£To?, 'inserted, interpolated', verbal adj. of
7tapEvn»£vat, 'to put in beside'. See parenthesis
and the suff. -etic, resp. also -al.

Derivatives :pa/-cn/Aer;ca/-/>', iidv.,parenthetical-

ness, n.

paresis, n., partial paralysis {med.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. TTapsCTi?, 'a letting go, slackening, remis-
sion', from the stem of Tiaptsvat, 'to let go',
fr. TTipd (see para-, 'beside') and icvo-.i, 'to set
in motion, throw, send', which is cogn. with L.
jace-re, 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt forth', and
cp. words there referred to.

paresthesia, paraesthesia, n., abnormal sense of
touch {med.) — Coined fr. para- and esthesia.

paresthetic, paraesthetic, adj. — See prec. word
and adj. suff". -ic.

paretic, adj., pertaining to, or aff"ected with pa-
resis; n., a person having paresis. — See paresis
and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative : paretic-al-ly, adv.

par excellence, preeminently. — F. See par- (fr.

L. per) and excellence.

par exemple, for exam_ple, for instance. F. See
par- (fr. L. per) and example.
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parfait, n., a kind of frozen dessert. — F., 'per-
fect', fr. L.per/ectus, pp. of perficere, 'to bring
to an end'. See perfect,

parfleche, n., rawhide. — Can. F. parfleche, lit.

'that which protects against arrows', fr. para-,
'that which protects', and fleche, 'arrow'. See
fleche.

pargana, also pergana, pergunnah, n., district (in

India). — Hind, parganah, 'division, district', fr.

Pers. parganah.

pargasite, n., a green variety of hornblende {min-
eral.) — Named after Rargas in Finland. For
the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

parget, tr. v., to plaster. — ME. pargeten, fr. MF.
pargeter, formed, with change of pref , fr. L.
projectdre, freq. of prdjicere (pp. projectus), 'to
throw out'. See project.

Derivatives :/)ar^e^ n., parget{t)-ing, n.

pargo, n., the porgy. — Sp. pargo, a collateral
form of pagro, fr. L. pagrus, phagrus, pagarus,
fr. Gk. 9aYpoi;, 'sea bream, braise', prob. iden-
tical with 9aYpoc, 'whetstone', which is possibly
cogn. with Arm. bark, 'sharp, sour, bitter'. Cp.
porgy.

parhelion, n., a mock sun. — L. parelion, fr. Gk.
:Tapii)Xiov, fr. Ttapa (see para-, 'beside') and
TjXioe, 'sun'. See helio-.

Derivatives
: parheli-ac-al, parhel-ic, adjs.

'

pari-, combining form meaning 'equal'. — L.
pari-, fr. par, gen. paris, 'equal'. See par, 'equal-
ity'.

pariah, n. — Tamil paraiyar, pi. of paraiyan,
'(hereditary) drummer', fr. parai, 'a large drum',
so called because it was pariahs who used to beat
the drums at certain festivals.

Parian, adj., of Paros— Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Parius, fr. Gk. Ilapto?, fr. Ilapoi;, 'Paros', one
of the Cyclades in the Aegean Sea.

Derivative; Parian, n.

paries, n., a wall; specif, the wall of a cavity in the
body {biol.) — L. paries, 'wall', which is of un-
certain origin. It possibly stands for orig.
*tw riet- and derives fr. I.-E. base *twer-, 'to

seize, hold', whence also Lith. tveriii, tverti, 'to
seize, fence in, hedge', tvdrtas, 'hedge, hurdle',
Lett, tveru, tveft, 'to seize, take hold of, OSlav.
tvoriti, 'to make, fashion", tvoru, 'creature'. Cp.
parietary, pellitory, the plant. Cp. also siren,

parietal, adj., pertaining to the walls of a cavity
in the body. — MF. (= F.) parietal, fr. L.
parietdlis, 'of, or pertaining to, walls', fr. paries,
gen. parietis. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Parietaria, n., a genus of plants, the pellitory. —
L. parietaria, 'parietary, pellitory' (short for
herbaparietaria, lit. 'wall plant'), fem. of the adj.
parietdrius, 'of the wall', used as a noun (see
paries)

; so called because it grows on old walls.
Cp. next word.

parietary, n., the pellitory. — AF. paritarie, fr.

OF. paritaire {F. parietaire), fr. L.parietdria. See
Parietaria and cp. pellitory, the plant. For the
ending see adj. sulF. -ary.
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parillin, n., a white crystalline glucoside {chem.)

— Formed with suff. -in from the abbreviation

of (sarsa) parilla.

pari mutuel, a system of registering bets. — F.,

'mutual wager'. The first word derives fr. VL.

paridre, 'to make equal', fr. L. par, gen. paris,

'equal' ; see pair. For the second word see mu-

tual,

pari passu, with equal pace. — L. pari passu,

'with equal pace', fr. abl. of par, 'equal', and

passus, 'pace'. See pair and pace,

paripinnate, adj., equally pinnate {bot.)— Coined

fr. L. pdr, 'equal' (see pair), and pinnate.

Paris, n., the capital of France. — F., fr. L.

Lutetia Parisiorum (in Late L. also Parisii),

'Paris', fr. L. Parisii, name of a Gallic tribe.

Paris, n., name of a genus of plants {bot.) —
ModL., fr. ML. herba paris. See herb Paris,

parish, n. — ME. parish, paroche, fr. MF. par-

roche, fr. Late L. parochia, dissimilated fr. Gk.

TrapoixiS (whence also the rare Late L. form

paroecia), lit., 'dwelling beside', fr. -^apa (see

para-, 'beside') and olxeiv, 'to inhabit, possess;

to manage, govern', fr. olxo;, 'house'. See

economy and cp. paroecious. The ch in L. pa-

rochia (instead of c) is due to the influence of

parochus, 'purveyor' (fr. Gk. izApoxoc.). For a

similar dissimilation see diocese.

Derivatives: parish-ed, adj., parish-ion-eer, n.

parishioner, n.— UF. parisshoner, fr. MF. (= F.)

paroissien, ft. paroisse, a collateral form of par-

roche. See prec. word and agential suff. -er.

Parisian, adj. — F. parisien, fr. ML. Parisidnus,

fr. Late L. Parisii, 'Paris'. See Paris, the capital

of France, and -ian.

Derivative : Parisian, n.

parisyllabic, adj., having the same number of

syllables. — Compounded of L. pdr, gen. paris,

'equal' (see pair), and syllabic,

parity, n., equality. — L. paritds, gen. -tatis,

'equality', fr. par, 'equal'. See pair and -ity.

park, n.— ME. pare, fr. OF. (= F)parc, fr. ML.

parricus, 'enclosure; park', fr. Iberian *parra,

'espalier, trellis', whence also Sp. parra, of s.m.

Cp. paddock, parrock, parquet.

Derivatives: park, tr. and intr. v., park-er, n.,

park-ing, n., park-ish, ad}., park-y, adj.

parkin, n., a kind of cake. — Prob. from the

surname Parkin.

Parkinsonia,n., a genus of shrubs {bot.)— ModL.,

named after lohnParkinson (1567-1650), apoth-

ecary of London. For the ending see 1st suff.

-ia.

parlance, n., manner of speaking.— MF., fr. OF.,

fr. parler, 'to speak". See parley and cp. words

there referred to. For the ending see suff. -ance.

parlando, adj. and adv., speaking {musical direc-

tion) — It. parlando, fr. parlare, 'to speak', fr.

VL. *parauldre. See parley, v., and cp. words

there referred to.

Parlatoria, n., a genus of insects {entomol.)

ModL., named after the Italian botanist FeUpe

Parnassian

Parlatore (1816-77). For the ending see 1st

suff. -ia.

parlay, n., a term of betting. — F. paroli, fr.

Neapolitan It. paroli, pi. of parolo, dimin. of

paro (= It. pari), 'equal', fr. h. pdr, of s.m. See

pair,

parley, tr. v., to hold a conference with {archaic)

;

intr. v., to hold a conference. — MF. (= F.)

parler, 'to speak', fr. VL. *parauldre, 'to speak',

fr. Late L. paraboldre, 'to speak in parables, to

speak', fr. parabola, 'parable, speech', whence

also F. parole, 'word'. See parable and cp. par-

lando, parleyvoo, parlor, parole, pourparler.

Derivative: parley-er, n.

parley, n., conference, esp. with an enemy. —
Prob. fr. parley, v.

parleyvoo, n., the French language. — Fr. F.

parlez-vous{franeais) ?,'do you speak (French) ?'

See parley, v.

Derivative : parleyvoo, intr. v.

Parliament, n. — ME. parlement, parliament, fr.

OF. (= F.) parlement, orig. meaning 'speaking,

talk', fr. parler, 'to speak'. See pariance and

-ment.

Derivatives: parliament-arian, adj. and n.,

parliament-arian-ism, n., parliament-ari-ly, adv.,

parliament-ar-ism, n., parliament-ar-ize, tr. v.,

parliament-ar-iz-ation, n., parliament-ary, adj.

and n., parliament-ari-ness, n.

parlor, parlour, n.— MF. parlour, fr. OF. parleor,

parlere (F. parloir), fr. parler, 'to speak'. See

parley, v., and -or.

parlous, adj., perilous, dangerous (partly archaic,

partly dial.)— Late ME, perlous, contraction of

perilous (q.v.)

Parmentiera, n., a genus of American trees of the

family Bignoniaceae {bot.) — ModL., named

after the French agricultural economist Antoine-

Augustin Parmentier (1737-1813).

Parmesan, adj. — F., fr. It. Parmegiano, 'of

Parma', fr. Parma, a city in Italy, fr. L. Parma.

Cp. pearmain.

Parmesan cheese, dry hard cheese of delicate

flavor. — So called because orig. made at Par-

ma, in Italy. See prec. word.

Pamassia, n., a genus of plants, the grass of

Parnassus (6of.) — ModL., named from Mount

Parnassus. See Parnassus and 1st -ia.

Pamassiaceae, n. pi., a family of plants. —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

pamassiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Parnassian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -ian

fr. L. Parnassius, 'Parnassian', fr. Parnassus,

name of a mountain in Greece. See Parnassus

and -ian.

Parnassian, n., member of a school of French

poets m the second half of the 19th century. —
F. parnassien, fr. L. Parnassus; so called from

Parnasse contemporain, title of the first volume

published by this school (in 1866). See prec.

word.



Parnassus

Derivative: Parnassian-ism, n.

Parnassus, n., mountain in Greece; poetry. — L.,

fr. Gk. IIapvaCT6?, later spelled IIixpvaCTCTo;.

Pamellism, n., policy of Irish Home Rule. —
Named after C. S. Parnell (1846-91). For the

ending see suff. -ism.

Parnellite, n., an adherent of Parnellism. — See

prec. word and subst. suff. -ite.

parochial, adj., of a parish. — ME. perochiel, pa-

rochiel, fr. MF. parochial, fr. ML. parochialis,

'pertaining to a parish', fr. parochia. See parish

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: parochial-ism, n., parochial-ist, n.,

parochial-ity, n., parochial-ize, tr. v., parochial-

ly, adv., parochial-ness, n.

parodos, n., first entrance of the chorus in Greek

tragedy. — Gk. TripoSo?, prop, 'a way by',

hence 'side entrance, passage, gallery', fr. Tcapa

(see para-, 'beside') and 6S6?, 'way'. See odo-

graph.

parodist, n. — F. parodiste, fr. parodie. See next

word and -ist.

Derivatives: parodist-ic, adj., parodist-ic-al-ly,

adv.

parody, n. — F. parodie, fr. L. parodia, fr. Gk.
7tapc.)8ia, 'parody, burlesque', fr. Tiapii (see

para-, 'beside') and (iSr), 'song'. See ode and -y

(representing Gk. -(a).

Derivatives: parody, tr. v., parodist (q.v.)

paroecious, adj., having the male and female or-

gans of plants developed near each other {bot.)

— Fr. Gk. Ttdtpoixo?, 'dwelling beside', fr. Ttapa

(see para-, 'beside') and oixeiv, 'to dwell', fr.

olxo?, 'house'. See economy and cp. parish. For

the ending see suff. -ous.

Derivatives :/!aroec/oHi-/>', adv.,/)aroec/o«j-«ej5,

n.

paroecism, n, — See prec. word and -ism.

paroemia, n., a proverb (rhet.) — Gk. Trotpoijiia,

'proverb', fr. rrapii (see para-, 'beside') and

ol[iot: also (olfio;), 'way, road, path', which is

perh. rel. to oEfxy;, 'song, lamentation' (lit. 'the

way of song' ?, cp. the term olfiot; aoiS?)?, 'the

course of song'), and perh. also to Te|iai (for

*f te[j.a!, ), 'I lend to, aspire to, make haste, long

for". See venery, 'hunting', and cp. proem.

paroemiac, adj., 1) proverbial; 2) pertaining to

the verse form called the paroemiac. — Gk.
TTapoijiiaxo;, 'proverbial', fr. Tcapotfjtia, 'prov-

erb". See prec. word and -ac.

paroemiac, n., an anapaestic dimeter catalectic

(Gk.-L. Pros.) — Gk. jrapotiii.(xy.6v (scil.

;j.eTpov), 'the paroemiac meter', neut. of Tiapot-

[jLtaxoc, lit. 'proverbial'. See prec. word.

paroemiographer, n., a writer of proverbs. —
Compounded of Gk. Trapoijxia, 'proverb' (see

paroemia), and -grapher.

paroemiography, n., writing of proverbs. — See

prec. word and -graphy.

paroemioiogy, n., the study of proverbs. — Com-
pounded of Glc. naponda, 'proverb', and -Xo-

Y^a, fr. -X6yo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain
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manner) ; one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See paroemia and -logy.

Derivative: paroemiolog-ist, n.

parol, n., word {law). — OF. (= F.) parole,

'word'. See next word.

Derivative : pare/, adj.

parole, n., word of honor.— OF. (= F.), 'word',

fr. VL. *paraula, fr. L. parabola, 'comparison,

parable, speech', fr. Gk. Ttapa^oXTj. See parable

and cp. parol.

Derivatives
:
/>aro/-a6/e, adj., parole, tr. v., parol-

ee, n., parol-ist, n.

paroli, n., the leaving of staked money as a fur-

ther stake. — F., fr. It. paroli, dimin. ot par,

'equal', fr. L. par, 'equal'. See par, 'equality'.

Derivative: paroli, tr. and intr. v.

paronomasia, n., pun.— L., fr. Gk. TrapovofiatrtS,

'play upon words which sound similarly', fr.

7rapovo(j.ii!^eiv, 'to call with a slight change of

name', lit. 'to name beside', fr. Tiapdt (see para-,

'beside') and ovojjia^Eiv, 'to call, name', fr.

ovop.a, 'name'. See onomato- and cp. parony-

mous.

Derivatives : paronomasi-al, paronomasi-an, pa-

ronomasi-astic, adjs., paronomasi-astic-al-ly,

adv.

paronychia, n., a whitlow (med.)— L. paronychia,

fr. Gk. Traptovu^'S 'whitlow', fr. Tiapa (see

para-, 'beside') and 6vu5, gen. ovuxo?. 'nail'.

See nail and 1st -ia and cp. onyx.

Paronychia, n., a genus of plants, the whitlow-

wort (hot.) — ModL. (see prec. word); so called

because the plant was supposed to cure whitlow.

— Cp. Anycilia.

paronym, n., a cognate word. — See next word.

paronymous, adj., of the same derivation. — Gk.

TTapcjvufioc;, 'formed by a slight change, a deriv-

ative', fr. TTapd (see para-, 'beside') and 6vv)[ia

dialectal form of 6vo[ia, 'name'. See onomato-

and cp. paronomasia.

paronymy, n., the quality of being paronymous.
— See prec. word and -y (representing Gk. -tS).

paroquet, n., a parakeet. — A var. of parakeet,

parosmia, n., abnormal sense of smell (med.) —
Medical L., fr. para-, 'beside, contrary to', and

Gk. h(s\j:r\, 'smell, odor'. See osmium. For the

ending see 1st s. ff. -ia.

Derivative: parosm-ic, adj.

parotic, adj., situated near the ear (zool.)— Form-

ed fr. Gk. Ttapa (see para-, 'beside'), o'3?, gen.

co-ro?, 'ear' (see oto-), and adj. suff. -ic.

parotid, adj., situated near the ear; hence desig-

nating a salivary gland situated near the ear; n.,

the parotid gland (anat.) —- F. parotide, fr. L.

parotis, gen. -idis, fr. Gk. irapuTi?, 'tumor near

the ear', fr. Ttapa (see para-, 'beside') and o5?,

gen. wTot;, 'ear'. See oto-.

T>envative: parotid-ean, adj.

parotitis, n., inflammation of the parotid gland

(anat.)— Medical L. parotitis, formed with suff.

-itb fr. Gk. Ttapco-ri?. See prec. word.

parotoid, adj., resembling a parotid gland. —
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Compounded of Gk. TTaptoxii; (see parotid) and

-oeiSt)?, 'like', fr. eISo;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

parous, adj., 'giving birth to'.— Fr. 'L.parere. See

-parous,

-parous, combining form meaning 'bearing, pro-

ducing', as in multiparous. — L. -parus (in vzvi-

parus, 'bringing forth its young alive'), fr.parere,

'to bring forth, beget, bear, produce'. See pa-

rent and cp. viviparous. For E. -ous, as equiv-

alent to L. -us, see -ous.

parovarium, n., the epoophoron {anat.) — A
Medical L. hybrid lit. 'that which is beside the

ovary'; coined by Kobelt in 1847 fr. Gk. Ttapa

(see para-, 'beside') and L. ovarium, 'ovary'. See

ovary. The correct form is epoophoron (q.v.)

paroxysm, n., a sudden attack or convulsion. —
F. paroxysme, fr. Gk. Ttapo^uaji-o?, 'irritation,

exasperation', fr. Ttapo^uvsiv, 'to provoke, irri-

tate, fr. Ttapa (see para-, 'beside') and 65uvew,

'to sharpen', fr. o^u?, 'sharp'. See Oxalis.

Derivatives: paroxysm-al, adj., paroxysm-al-ly,

adv., paroxysm-ic, adj.

paroxytone, adj., having the accent on the penul-

timate syllable {gram.) — Gk. Ttapo^iiTovo;,

'with acute accenton the penultimate syllable', fr.

Ttapa (see para-, 'beside') and 65iiTovo?, 'having

an acute accent'. See oxytone.

Derivatives : paroxytone, n. and tr. v. ,
paroxyton-

ic, adj., paroxyton-ize, tr. v.

parquet, n. — F., dimin. oipare, 'enclosure'. See

parl( and -et.

parr, n., a young salmon. — Of uncertain origin.

parrakeet, n. — See parakeet,

parrel, also parral, n. {naut.)— ME. perell, a var.

o( parail, aphetic form of aparail, 'equipment'.

See apparel,

parricide, n., murderer of a parent. — F., fr. L.

paricida, later spelled parricida, 'murderer of a

near relative', later also 'murderer of one's fa-

ther'. The first element of this compound is of

uncertain origin; it is perh. cogn. with Dor. Gk.

TtatS;, Att. 7tT]6(;, 'relation'. The second element

derives fr. L. caedere, 'to kill' ; see -cide, 'killer'.

parricide, n., murder of a parent. — F., fr. L.

paricidium, Met speUcd parricidium, ti. paricida,

Tcsp. parricida. See prec. word and -cide, 'killing'.

parrock, n., a small field, a paddock. — ME.

parrok, fr. OE. pearroc, pearruc, 'enclosure', bor-

rowed—together with MLG. perk, park

(whence Du. park), OHG. pfarrih, pferrih

(whence MHG. pferrich, G. Pferch)—{T. ML.

parricus, which itself was borrowed fr. Iberian

*parra, 'espalier, trellis'. See park and cp. pad-

dock, 'enclosure'.

parrot, n. — F. perrot, a dial, form of perroquet.

See parakeet.

Derivatives: parrot, tr. v., parrot-let, n., parrot-

ry, n., parrot-y, adj.

parry, tr. v., to ward off. — F. parez, imper. of

parer, fr. It. parare, 'to ward off', fr. L. pardre,

'to prepare'. See pare and cp. para-, 'that which

protects'. Cp. also spar, 'to fight with the fists'.

Derivative: parry, n.

parse, tr. v., to state the parts of speech in a sen-

tence. — Fr. L. pars, 'part', in the stereotypic

question Quae pars ordtionisl ('What part of

speech ?'). See part, n.

Derivative : pars-er, n.

parsec, n., a unit of length used to measure the

distance of stars {astron.) — Abbreviation of

the words parallax-jecond.

Parsee, also Parsi, n., a descendant of the Zoro-

astrians who fled from Persia to India at the

time of the Mohammedan persecutions in the

7th and 8th centuries.— Persian Parsi, 'Persian',

fr. Pars, 'Persia'. Cp. Persia and words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: Parsee-ism, Pars{i)-ism, n., Pars-

ic, adj.

parsettensite, n., a hydrous manganese silicate

{mineral.) — G. Parsettensit, named after Mt.

Parsettens in Grisons, France. The ending -it

goes back to Gk. -tTY]?; see subst. suff. -ite.

Parsifal, n. — See Parzival.

parsimony, parcimony, n., extreme economy. —
ME. parcimony, fr. L. parsimonia, parcimonia,

sparingness, thrift', formed with suff. -monia, fr.

pars-{um), pp. stem oiparcere, 'to spare', which

is rel. to compescere (for *com-parc-scere), 'to

confine, curb, restrain'. L. parvus, 'small', pa-

rum, 'too little', are not related to parcere. For

the ending see -mony and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: parsimoni-ous, adj., parsimoni-ous-

ly, adv., parsimoni-ous-ness, n.

parsley, n. — ME. persely, fr. earlier peresil, fr.

OF. perresil (F. persil), fr. VL. *petrosllium

(whence also OE. petersilie), alteration of L.

petrosellnum, fr. Gk. TtETpoa^Xivov, 'rock pars-

ley', which is compounded of Tt^Tpa, 'rock,

stone', and <i£XTvov, 'celery'. See petro- and

celery and cp. Petrosellnum. Cp. also the second

element in Conioselinum, Hipposelinum.

parsnip, n. — ME. passenep, pasnep, fr. MF.

pasnaie (F.panais), fr. h.pastindca, 'parsnip', fr.

pastinare, 'to dig up the ground', fr. pastinum,

'a two-pronged dibble'. Cp. Pastinaca. The end-

ing of the word parsnip was formed on analogy

of turnip.

parson, n. — ME. persone, 'person; parson', fr.

OF. persone, of s.m. ; see person. The meaning

'parson' prob. arose from the abbreviation of L.

persona ecclesiae, 'person of the church'.

Derivatives : parsonage (q.v.), parson-ic, parson-

ic-al, ad'js., parson-ic-al-ly, adv., parson-ed, adj.,

parson-ers, n., parson-ity, n., parson-ry, n.

parsonage, n.— ME. personage, fr. MF., fr. OF.,

fr. OF. persone. See prec. word and personage,

part, n. — ME., fr. OE. and OF. part, fr. L.

partem, ace. of pars, 'part', which is rel. to L.

portio, 'share, portion', and cogn. with Gk. nt-

Ttpco-Tai, 'it has been granted', litopov, 'I gave,

granted', OI. pOrtdm, 'reward', Hitt. parshiya-,

'fraction, part'. All these words derive fr. I.-E.



part

base *per-, 'to assign, allot', which is prob. ult.

identical with base *per-, 'equal; to sell, to buy',

whence L. par, 'equal'. See pair and cp. apart,

apartment, champerty, compartment, depart, de-

partment, departure, dispart, ex parte, impart,

jeopardy, parcel, parcener, parse, partake, partic-

ipate, participle, particle, partite, partition,

partner, portion. Cp. also pare and words there

referred to.

Derivatives : part, v. (q.v.), part-ing, adj. and n.,

part-ly, adv.

part, tr. and intr. v. — ME. parten, fr. OF. (=
F.) partir, 'to divide, separate, leave', fr. L.

partlre, partirl, 'to divide', fr. pars, gen. partis.

See part, n., and cp. depart, dispart, repar-

tee.

partake, tr. and intr. v. — Back formation fr.

partaker, partaking, fr. original part-taker, part-

taking. See part, n., and take.

partaker, n. — For part-taker. See prec. word
and agential suff. -er.

parterre, n. — F., fr. MF., compounded oi par
terre, 'on the ground', fr. par, 'through, on' (fr.

L. per), and lerre, 'earth' (fr. L. terra). See per-

and terra.

Derivative: parterr-ed, adj.

parthenic, adj., of, or of the nature of, a virgin.—
Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. TTap-S-lviog, fr.

Trap&svo;, 'virgin', which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. Parthenium, Parthenon.

Parthenium, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (iof.) — L. parthenium, the name of sev-

eral plants, fr. Gk. Ttapi^sviov, prop. neut. of

the adj. Trap^evio;;, 'maidenly', fr. Tiap&evo;,

'maiden, virgin' (see parthenic and 1st -ium); so

called from the whitish flowers.

parthenogenesis, n., reproduction without fertili-

zation— ModL., lit. 'birth from a virgin', coin-

ed fr. Gk. T:ap&£voq, 'virgin', and Yeveaii;, 'or-

igin, source, birth, descent, race'. See parthenic

and genesis.

parthenogenetic, adj. — See prec. word and
-genetic.

Derivative : parthenogenetic-al-ly, adv.

Parthenon, n., name of the temple of the goddess

Athena on the Acropolis at Athens. — L., fr.

Gk. Ilxp&svciv, prop, 'temple of Athena, the

virgin', fr. 7rap9-^vo;, 'virgin'. See parthenic.

Parthian, adj., of Parthia. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. Parthia, name of an ancient kingdom,

northeast of Persia. Parthian shot is a 'parting

shot' ; so called from the habit of Parthian horse-

men to shoot backward while retiring.

Derivative: Parthian, n.

partial, adj. — ME. parcial, fr. MF. {— F.)

partial, fr. Late L. partialis, fr. L. pars, gen.

partis, 'part'. See part, n., and -ial.

Derivatives: partial-ist, n., partial-ly, adv.

partiality, n. — ME. partialite, fr. MF. (= F.)

partialite, fr. Late L. partiaiitatem, ace. of par-

tidlitds, fr. partialis. See prec. word and -ity.

partible, adj., divisible.— Late L. partibilis, fr. L.
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partiri, 'to divide', fi. pars, gea. partis, 'part'. See

part, n. and v., and -ible.

Derivative: partibil-ity, n.

participant, adj., participating. — L. participdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of participdre. See next

word and -ant.

T>mviitiye. participant, adj.

participate, intr. and tr. v. — L. participdt(um),

pp. stem of participdre, 'to share, partake of,

participate in', fr. particeps, gen. participis,

'sharing, partaking, participant', which is com-
pounded ofpars, gen. partis, 'part', and capere,

'to catch, seize, take, hold'. See part and captive.

For the change of <i (in capere) to i (in. parti-cipis

and in parti-cipdre) see abigeat and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives: participation (q.v.), participat-ive,

adj., participat-ive-ly, adv., participator (q.v.)

participation, n. — ME. participacioun, fr. Late

L. participdtionem, ace. of participdtid, 'par-

taking', fr. L. participdt(um), pp. stem of parti-

cipdre. See participate and -ion.

participator, n. — Late L. participator, fr. L.

participdtium), pp. stem ofparticipdre. See par-

ticipate and agential suff. -or.

Derivative
:
/)a/-//c/pa?or->', adj.

participial, adj. — L. participidlis, fr. participium.

See participle and -ial.

participle, n.— ME., fr. OF. participle, collateral

form of OF. (= F.) participe, fr. L. participium,

'a sharing, partaking; participle', fr. particeps,

gen. participis, 'sharing, partaking', viz. '(a ver-

bal form) partaking of the functions of a noim';

see participate. For sense development cp. Gk.
[LEToyji, 'participle', fr. [XETs/eiv, 'to share in,

partake of.

particle, n.— ME., fr. L. particula, dimin. ofpars,

gen. partis, 'part'. See part, n., and -cnle.

Derivative
:
/JorncZ-erf, adj.

parti-colored, party-colored, adj., variegated. —
The first element comes fr. F. parti, 'divided', pp.

of partir, 'to divide'; see party, adj., and cp.

part, V. For the second element see color.

particular, adj. — ME. particuler, fr. MF. parti-

culer (F. particulier), fr. L. particuldris, 'con-

cerning a small part', fr. particula. See particle

and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivatives: particular, n., particular-ism, n.,

particular-ist,n.,particular-ist-ic, ad].,parlicular-

ist-ic-al-ly, adv., particularity (q.v.), particular-

ize, tr. and intr. v., particular-iz-ation, n.,

particular-ly, adv., particul-ate, adj.

particularity, n. — MF. (= F.) particularile, fr.

Late L. particuldritdtem, ace. of particuldritds,

fr. L. particuldris. See prec. word and -ity.

partisan, partizan, n., an adherent to a party,

cause or person.— MF. (= Y.) partisan, fr. dial.

It. parligiano, fr. It. parte, 'part, party*, fr. L.

partem, ace. of pars. See part, n. For the ending

cp. artisan.

Derivatives: partisan, partizan, adj., partisan-

ship, partizan-ship, n.
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partisan, partizan, n., a kind ofpike (hist.)— MF.

partisane, fr. dial. It. partigiana, fern, of parti-

giano (see prec. word), hence orig. meaning

'weapon carried by a partisan'. The change of

earlier French partisane to pertuisane in modern

French is due to the influence of F. pertuis, 'hole,

opening', fr. VL. *pertusidre, 'to pierce' (see

pierce).

partite, adj. — L. partitas, pp. of partite, partiri,

'to divide'. See part, v., and cp. unipartite, bi-

partite, tripartite, multipartite,

partition, n. — ME. particioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

partition, fr. L. partitionem, ace. of partitio,

'division', fr. partitas, pp. of partire, partiri, 'to

divide'. See prec. word and -ion and cp. tri-

partition. Cp. also parcener.

Derivatives: partition, tr. v., partition-ary, par-

tition-ed, adjs. ,
partilion-er, i\., partition-ing, n.,

partition-ist, n., partition-ment, n.

partitive, adj. and n. — Late L. partitivus, fr. L.

partitus, pp. of partlre, partiri, 'to divide'. See

partite and -ive.

Derivative: partitive-ly, adv.

partlet, n., woman's ruff. — Fr. earlier ;)af/ef, fr.

MF. patelete, 'a band of stuff', dimin. of pate,

patte (F. patte), 'paw'. The r in partlet is due to

the influence of the next word.

Partlet, n., name of the hen in medieval romance.

— ME. Pertelote, fr. OF. Pertelote, a fem. PN.

partner, n. — ME. partener, a var. of parcener,

(q.v.); influenced in form by part, n. Cp. co-

partner.

Derivatives: partner, tr. v., partner-less, ad].,

partner-ship, n.

partridge, n. — ME. partrich, pertrich, fr. OF.

perdriz, fr. perdiz (F. perdrix), fr. L. perdicem,

ace. of perdix, fr. Gk. nipSi?,, gen. nipSlKoi;,

ofs.m., which is related to KepSsa&at, 'to break

wind' ; so called from the whirring sound made

by the bird when it rises from the ground. Gk.

TrepSsa&ai is cogn. with OI. pdrdate, 'breaks

wind'. Alb. pjeri^, 'I break wind', Lith. perdzu,

persti, Lett, pirdu, pirst, Russ. perdef, OHG.

ferzan, ON.freta, ME. ferten,farten, 'to break

wind'. All these words derive from the I.-E.

imitative base *perd-, 'to break wind'. Cp. also

pedicular.

parturiency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

parturient, adj., about to give birth. — L. par-

turiens, gen. -entis, pres. part, ofparturire, 'to be

in labor', lit. 'to wish to bring forth', a desider-

ative verb formed fr. partus, pp. ofpario, parere,

'to bring forth', whence also parens, gen. paren-

tis, 'parent'. See parent and cp. postpartum. For

the Latin desiderative suff. -turire, -surire, cp.

abiturient, esurient, vomiturition.

partm-ifacient, adj., promoting parturition (med.)

— Coined fr. L. parturire, 'to desire to bring

forth', and faciens, gen. facientis, pres. part, of

facere, 'to make'. See prec. word and -feclent.

parturition, n., childbirth. — L. parturitio, gen.

-itionis, 'desire to bring forth', fr. parturit(um),

pp. stem of parturire. See parturient and -ition.

party, n. — OF. (= F.) partie, 'part', lit. 'that

which is divided', prop. fem. pp. of partir, 'to

divide', used as a noun; in some senses fr. F.

parti, 'party', prop. masc. pp. of partir, 'to di-

vide', used as a noun. See partite,

party, adj., divided into parts of different tinc-

tures (her:) — ¥. parti, 'divided', pp. of partir.

See partite,

party-colored, adj. — See parti-colored,

parulis, n., infection in the gum (med.) — Med-

ical L., fr. Gk. -reapouXt?, 'gumboil', fr. Ttapa

(see para-, 'beside') and o5>.ov, 'gum'. See ulitis.

parure, n., a set of ornaments. — F., fr. OF., fr.

parer, 'to prepare, dress, trim, adorn, pare', fr.

L. pardre, 'to prepare'. See pare and -ure.

parvenu, n., an upstart. — F., prop. pp. of par-

\enir, 'to arrive at, reach, attain, succeed', fr. L.

pervenire, 'to arrive at', fr. per, 'through', and

venire, 'to come'. See per- and come and cp.

venue, 'arrival'.

Derivatives: parvenu, adj., parvenu-ism, n.

parvi-, combining form meaning 'small, little'. —
L. parvi-, fr. parvus, 'small, little', which is rel.

to parum, 'a little, too little', and cogn. with Gk.

nmpoq, 'small' (h. parvus stands to Gk. TtaCpot;

as L. nervus, 'nerve', stands to Gk. vsupov, of

s.m.); fr. I.-E. base *pou-, *p''u-, *pu-, 'small,

little, few'. See few and words there referred to

and cp. esp. the second element in semper-.

parvis, n., open space in front of a church. —
ME. parvys, fr. OF. parevis, parvis (F. parvis),

fr. ML. Paradisus, lit. 'paradise', name of the

court in front of St. Peter's in Rome. See paradise.

parvoUne, also parvolin, n., an oily liquid C^H^gN.

Coined by the English chemist Charles

Hanson Greville WiUiams (1829-1910) fr. L.

parvus, 'small', prob. on the analogy ofpicoline;

so called by him in allusion to its relatively small

volatility. See parvi-.

Parzival, n., hero of medieval legends. — OF.

Perceval, lit. 'he that breaks through the valley',

fr. percer, 'to pierce, break through' and val,

'vaUey'. See pierce and vale, valley and cp.

Parsifal.

pas, n., step, dance, precedence. — F., 'step,

pace', fr. L. passus. See pace and cp. the second

word in faux pas.

Pasch, n., Passover ; Easter.— ME. paske, pasche,

fr. OF. pasche, pasque (F. pdque), fr. Late L.

pascha, fr. Late Gk. Ttacr/a, fr- Aram, pasha,

emphatic state corresponding to Heb. ha-p-

pesah, 'Passover', fr. pdsdh, 'he passed over'
;
see

Ex. 12 : 13, 23 and 27. Cp. next word.

paschal, adj., pertaining to Passover; pertaining

to Easter. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) pascal, fr.

Late L. paschdtis, fr. pascha. Sec prec. word and

adj. suff. -al.

pascoite, n., a hydrous vanadate of calcium (min-

gral.) — Named after Cerro de Pasco in Peru.

For the ending see subst. suff. -Ite.



pascual

pascual, adj., pertaining to plants growing in pas-

tures. — OF., fr. ML. pdscudlis, 'of, or per-

taining to, pasture', fr. L. pdscuus, of s.m., fr.

pasco, pdscere, 'to feed, pasture'. See pastor and
adj. suff. -al.

pash, tr. and intr. v., to tiurl, dash (dial.) — Of
imitative origin.

Derivative : /laiA, n., a smashing blow.

pash, n. , the head {now dial.)—Ofuncertain origin.

pasha, pacha, n., a Turkish honorary title given

formerly to officers of high rank. — Turkish

pasha, basha, prob. contracted fr. Pers. padshdh

(see padishah); influenced in form by Turkish

baskak, 'governor'. See Houtsma, The Encyclo-

paedia of Islam, III, 1 1 14, and cp. bashaw.

pashalik, also pashalic, n., the jurisdiction of a

pasha; the province governed by a pasha. —
Turk., fr. pdshd, 'pasha', and -tik, suff. of qual-

ity. See pasha and cp. the suff. in beylik.

pashm, n., wool obtained from the Tibetan goat.

— Pers. pashm, 'wool', cogn. with OI. pdkfman-,

'eyebrows, hair', Gk. Tc^xstv, 'to comb', Titnoc,,

'fleece, wool', 7t6xoi;, 'wool uncombed, fleece',

TTSzEiv, 'to comb', L.pectere, of s.m.; fr. l.-E.

base *peJc-, 'to pluck (wool or hair)'. Seepecten

and cp. words there referred to.

pasigraphy, n., system of writing proposed for

universal use. — Lit., 'a writing for all'; irreg-

ularly formed fr. Gk. Ttaat., 'for all', dative pi. of
ttS?, Tiaaa, tzolv, 'all', and -ypa^pia., fr. ypa-

cpEtv, 'to write'. See pan- and -graphy and cp. next

word.

Derivatives: pasigraph-ic, pasigraph-ic-al, adjs.

Pasiphae, n., wife of Minos and mother of An-
drogeus, Phaedra and Ariadne (Greek mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. naat9(i7), fr. Ttacji^ar)!;, 'shining

for air, fr. jraai, 'for all', and 91x01;, 'light'. For
the first element see prec. word, for the second
see phosphorus.

Paspalum, n., a genus of plants. — ModL., fr.

Gk. TraciTtaXoe, 'millet', which is rel. to TraoTra-

AT), TiamaXTj, 'the finest flour'. These words are

prob. formed from the reduplication of I.-E.

base *pel-, 'dust, porridge made of meal'. Cp.
Gk. TriXr), 'sifted meal', which prob. derives

from the simple base *pel-, whence also L. pol-

len, 'fine flour, milldust'. See pollen and cp.

words there referred to.

pasqueflower, n.— B^iWerpass-flower, loan trans-

lation of F. passe-fleur, 'a variety of anemone',

fr. passer, 'to pass, surpass'; see pass, v. Pass-

flower was changed into pasque-flower by John
Gerard ( 1 546- 1 6 1 2) from a confusion of the first

element of the name with Pasque (now Pdques),

'Easter", fr. L. pascha; see Pasch.

pasquil, n., a pasquinade. — ModL.- pasquillus,

fr. It. pasquillo, dimin. oipasquino, fr. Pasquino.

See next word.

Derivatives: pasquil, tr. and intr. v., pasquil{[)-

ant, n., pasquil{[)-er, n., pasquiliD-ic, adj.

Pasquin, n., the statue named after Pasquino. —
F., fr. It. Pasquino, name of a mutilated statue
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set up by Cardinal Carafl'a in Rome in 1501. The
statue was named after a schoolmaster called

Pasquino, who lived near-by. (Now we know
that the statue in question is a representation of
Menelaus dragging the body of the dead Pa-

troclus.) It became customary to post satirical

verses and lampoons on this statue, whence It.

pasquino, 'pasquinade'. See next word and pas-

quinade,

pasquin, n., a pasquinade. — F. pasquin, fr. It.

pasquino, 'pasquinade', fr. Pasquino, name of a

statue in Rome. See prec. word.

pasquinade, n., a lampoon.— MF. (= F.), fr. It.

pasquinata, fr. Pasquino. See Pasquin and -ade

and cp. pasquil.

Derivatives
:
/laj^winarfe, tr. v., pasguinad-er, n.

pass, intr. and tr. v.— ME. passen, fr. OF. (= F.)

passer, fr. VL. *passdre, fr. L. passus, 'step,

pace'. See pace and cp. past. Cp. also impass,

trespass.

Derivatives
:
/joii-erf, aid]., pass-ing, adj. and n.,

pass-ing-ly, adv.

pass, n. — Partly fr. ME. passe, fr. MF. (= F.)

passe, fr. passer, 'to pass', partly directly fr.

pass, V.

passable, adj.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. passer,

'to pass'. See pass,, v., and -able.

Derivatives : passabl-y, adv.

passade, n., the course of a horse forward and
backward. — F., fr. It. passata, fr. passare, 'to

pass', fr. VL. *passdre. See pass, v., and -ade.

passage, intr. v., to move sideways in riding. —
F. passager, altered fr. passeger (under the in-

fluence of the noun passage), fr. It. passeggiare,

'to walk', ir.passeggio, 'a walk', ij.passo, 'pace,

step', fr. L. passus. See pace and -age and cp.

pass, n.

passage, n., the act of passing — ME., fr. OF.
(= F.), U. passer, 'to pass'. See pass, v., and -age.

T>er'i\dl\ve: passage, intr. v., to make a passage;

to pass.

passant, adj., represented as walking (her.) — F.,

pres. part, oi passer, 'to pass'. See pass, v., and

-ant.

passi, fern, passee, past; faded — F., pp. o{ pas-

ser, 'to pass'. See pass, v.

passementerie, n., dress trimming— F., fr. passe-

menter, 'to trim', fr. passement, 'trimmings', fr.

passer, 'to pass'. See pass, v., and the suffixes

-ment and -ery.

passenger, n. — ME. passager, fr. MF. (= F.)

passager, fr. passage, 'passage'; see passage, n.,

and -er. The n in passenger is intrusive. Cp.

harbinger, messenger, porringer, scavenger,

wharfinger.

passe-partout, n., 1) master-key; 2) a kind of pic-

ture frame— F., lit. 'pass everywhere', fr. passer,

'to pass', and partout, 'everywhere'. F. passer

derives fr. VL. *passare; see pass, v. F. partout

is compounded ofpar, 'through' (fr. L. per), and
tout, 'air (fr. L. tdtus) ; see per- and total and cp.

tout, n.
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Passer, n., the genus of the sparrow and its rela-

tives (ornithol.)— L.paMer ;
possibly of imitative

origin. Cp. Passeres, passerine.

Passeres, n. pi., an order of birds equivalent to

the Passeriformes (ornithol.)— ModL. passeres,

prop. pi. of L. passer, 'sparrow'.

See Passer.

Passeriformes, n. pi., an order of birds (ornithol.)

— ModL. Passeriformes, lit. 'having the form of

sparrows', fr. L. passer, 'sparrow', and -formis,

'of the form of, fr. forma, 'form, shape'. See

Passer and form, n.

passerine, adj., pertaining to the Passeriformes or

Passeres; n., a passerine bird. — L. passerlnus,

'pertaining to the sparrow', fr. passer. See passer

and -ine (representing L. -inus).

passibility, n. — Late L. passlbililds, 'capability

of suflfering, passibility', fr. passibilis. See next

word and -ity.

passible, adj., that which can feel or suffer; sen-

sible. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) passible, fr. Late

L. passibilis, 'capable of suffering, passible', fr.

L. passus, pp. ofpati, 'to suffer'. See patient and

-ibie and cp. passion.

Derivative : passible-ness, n.

Passiflora, n., a genus of vines (bot.) — ModL.

Passiflora, coined fr. L. passio, 'passion', and

flos, gen. fioris, 'flower' ; see passion and flower.

Hence Passiflora lit. means 'passionflower' ; see

passionflower.

passim, adv., here and there. — L., 'hither and

thither', lit. 'scattered about', ft. passus (for *pat-

sus), pp. of pandere, 'to spread out, scatter

about', rel. to patere, 'to be open', patulus, 'ex-

tended', Gk. TtETavvuvai, 'to spread out', ON.

fadmr, 'embrace, bosom', OE. fzdm, 'embrace,

bosom, fathom'. See fathom and cp. words there

referred to.

passion, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. pas-

sionem, ace. of pawi'o, 'suffering, passion, affec-

tion', fr. passus, pp. of patl, 'to suffer'. See

patient and -ion and cp. compassion.

Derivatives: passion-less, adj., passion-less-ly,

adv., passion-less-ness, n.

passion, tr. v., to affect with passion; intr. v., to

show, or be affected with, passion — ME. pas-

sionen, fr. MF. (= F.) passionner, fr. passion.

See passion, n.

passional, adj., pertaining to, or characterized by,

passion — Late L. passiondlis, 'pertaining to

suffering', fr. L. passio, gen. -ionis. See passion,

n., and adj. suff. -al.

passional, n., a book describing the sufferings of

martyrs. — ML. passiondle, neut. of the Late

L. adj. passiondlis, used as a noun. See passional,

adj.

passionate, adj. — ML. passidndtus, fr. L. passio,

gen. -ionis, 'passion'. See passion, n., and adj.

suff. -ate.

Derivatives : passionate-ly, adv., passionate-ness,

n.

passionflower, n. — So called from the fancied

resemblance of parts of the flower to the instru-

ments of the crucifixion. Cp. Passiflora.

passive, adj. — ME., fr. L. passivus, 'capable of

suffering', fr. passus, pp. of pati, 'to suffer'. See

passion, v., and -ive.

Derivatives :pai5ive, n.,passiv-ate, tr. \., passiv-

ation, n., passive-ly, adv., passive-ness, n.,

passiv-ism, n., passiv-lst, n., passiv-ity, n.

Passover, n. — Compounded of pass over; ren-

dering of Heb. pdsdh, in Ex. 12 : 13, 23 and 27.

See pass, v., and over and cp. Pesah.

passport, n.— MF. (= F.) passeport, orig. mean-

ing 'permission to pass through a port', fr. passe,

imper. of passer, 'to pass', and port, 'port,

harbor'. See pass, v., and port, 'harbor'.

Derivative: passport, tr. v.

passus, n., part of a poem or story. — L., 'a step,

pace'. See pace,

past, adj. — Pp. of pass.

Derivatives: past, n., prep., adv.

paste, n., an adhesive compound —ME., fr. OF.

paste (F. p6te), fr. Late L. pasta (whence also

It., OProven?. and Sp. pasta), fr. Gk. TtaoTT),

'barleymash', which is rel. to naa-ro?, iraaTif),

Traaxfiv, 'sprinkled with salt', verbal adj. of

TtacCTEiv, 'to sprinkle'. Cp. pastel, pasticcio,

pastiche, pastry, pasty, pate, patisserie, patty,

impaste.

Derivatives :
/iflj/e, tr. \.,past-ed, a.di.,past-er, n.

paste, tr. and intr. v., to strike, beat — Fr. baste,

'to strike, beat'.

Derivatives

:

paste, n.,past-y, adj., past-i-ness, n.

pastel, n., woad. — MF. (= F.), fr. Proveng.

pastel, fr. Late h.pasteltus, 'woad', dimin. form-

ed fr. Late L. pasta, 'paste' ; so called from the

paste made of the twigs of the plant in producing

the dye.

pastel, n., a kind of dry paste used for making

crayons. — F., fr. It. pastello, fr. Late h.pastel-

lus (see prec. word); introduced into English by

the diarist John Evelyn (1620-1706). '

Derivatives : paife/, tr. and intr. v., pasteM)-ist,

n.

pastern, n., part of a horse's foot between the fet-

lock and the hoof. — ME. pastron, fr. MF.

pasturon (F. pdturon), 'tether for a grazing

horse', later used in the sense 'joint (of a grazing

horse)', fr. pasture, 'tether for a grazing horse',

formed, with change of suff., fr. VL. *pastdria,

of s.m. (whence also It. pastoia, 'tether, shackle

;

pastern'), fr. L. pastura, 'pasture'. See pasture

and cp. pester.

Pasteurella, n., name of a genus of Gram-nega-

tive bacteria— ModL., named after the French

chemist Louis Pasteur (1822-95). For the ending

see suff. -ella.

pasteurism, n., Pasteur's method in treating dis-

ease, esp. hydrophobia. — See prec. word and

-ism.

pasteurize, tr. v., to sterilize (milk, beer, etc.) by

Pasteur's methods — See Pasteurella and -ize.

Derivative; pasteuriz-ation, n.



pasticcio

pasticcio, n., a medley made up of fragments from

different works — It., 'medley', fr. VL. *pasti-

cium, fr. L. pasta, 'paste'. See paste, n.

pastiche, n., a pasticcio, esp. a literary work made
in the professed imitation of the work of an-

other author. — F., fr. It. pasticcio. See prec.

word.

pastille, pastil, n. — F. pastille, 'lozenge, jujube',

fr. Sp. pastilla, 'aromatic smelling cake', fr. L.

pastillus, dimin. formed fr. pants, 'bread'. See

pantry.

pastime, n. — Coined fr. pass and time, on the

analogy of F. passe-temps.

Pastinaca, n., a genus of plants, the parsnip (hot.)

— L. pastinaca, 'parsnip', fr. pastinum, 'a two-

pronged dibble', fr. pastindre, 'to dig up'. See

parsnip.

pastor, n. — ME. pastour, fr. OF. pastor, pastur,

fr. L. pdstorem, ace. oi pastor, 'shepherd', lit.

'feeder', fr. pastus, pp. of pascere, 'to graze,

pasture, feed', which stands for pa-scere and

derives fr. I.-E. base *pd-, 'to tend, keep, pasture,

feed, guard, protect', whence also L. pd-nis,

'bread', pd-bulum (for *pd-dhlo-m), 'food'. See

food and cp. words there referred to.

pastoral, adj. — ME., fr. L. pdstdrdlis, 'pertain-

ing to shepherds', fr. pastor, 'shepherd'. See

pastor and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: pastoral, n., pastoral-ism, n.,

pastoral-ist, n., pastoral-ity, n., pastoral-ize, tr.

v., pastoral-ly, adv., pastoral-ness, n.

pastorale, n., a musical composition representing

pastoral scenes — It., 'pastoral', adj. used as a

noun. See pastoral.

pastorate, n., the office or rank of a pastor;

pastors collectively — ML. pdstordtus, fr. L.

pastor, 'shepherd'. See pastor and subst. suff. -ate.

pastry, n. — Formed fr. paste with suff. -ry. Cp.

F. patisserie and see patisserie.

pasturage, n. — OF. pasturage (F. pdturage), fr.

pasture. See pasture and -age.

pastoral, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

Late L. pdstHra. See pasture.

pasture, n. — ME., fr. MF. pasture (F. pdture),

fr. Late L. pdstdra, 'pasture', fr. h. pastus, pp. of

pdscere, "to feed, pasture'. See pastor and -ure

and cp. pastern.

pasture, intr. and tr. v. — Late ME., fr. OF.
pasturer (F. pdturer), fr. Late L. pdstHra. See

pasture, n.

Derivatives : pastur-able, adj., pasturage (q.v.)

pasty, n., a kind of pie. — ME. pastee, pastey, fr.

OF. paste (F. pate), 'pie', derived Xxom paste (F.

pate), 'paste'. See paste and -y (representing OF.

-e, -ee).

pat, n., a light blow — ME. pat, patte, prob. of

imitative origin.

pat, tr. v., to strike gently — Rel. to, and perh.

directly derived from, prec. word. Cp. patter.

pat, adj., that which hits the mark — Derived

from pat, 'a light blow'.

pat, adv., at the right time— Derived fr. pat, adj.
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Pat, masculine FN., used as a nickname for an

Irishman. — Abbreviation of Patrick.

pataca, n., name of a Portuguese and a Brazilian

coin— Sp. pataca, fr. Arab, bd tdqa , shortened

fr. aba tdqa'', ace. of abii tdqa'', lit. 'father of

the window'; so called with reference to the

columns of Hercules represented on the piasters

and mistaken for windows.

pat-a-cake, n., a child's game — So called from

the first words of a nursery rhyme.

patagium, n., I) a fold of skin between the fore

and hind limbs of certain flying mammals ; 2) a

fold of skin between the upper arm and fore-

arm of birds. — ML., fr. L. patagium, 'a gold

edging or border', fr. Gk. *not.'ca.y£io-j, of s.m.,

fr. TrdcTayo?, 'clatter, clash', which is of imitative

origin.

Derivatives: patagi-al, patagi-ate, adjs.

patavinity, n., 1) peculiarities of the dialect of

Patavium (now Padua), as seen in Livy's wri-

tings ; hence 2) provincialism.— L. patavinitds,

fr. Patavium. For the ending see the suffixes -ine

and -ity.

patch, n., a piece of cloth, etc., used to mend an-

other material — ME. pacche, patche, prob.

variants oipeche, 'piece', fr. Northern F. pieche,

which corresponds to F. piece, 'piece' ; patch lit.

means 'piece, piece of cloth'. See piece.

Derivatives : patch, tr. v., patch-er, n., patch-ery,

n.,patch-y, ad}., patch-i-ly, a.dv., patch-i-ness, n.

patch, n., a fool; a clown. — Perh. fr. It. pazzo,

'fool', which possibly derives fr. OHG. barzjan

(whence MHO. barzen), 'to rave', through the

medium of VL. *parzidre. For the assimilation

of the r cp. It. dosso, fr. L. dorsum, 'back'.

patcbouU, n., 1) an Indian plant of the mint fam-

ily; 2) the perfume obtained from its oil. — Lit.

'green leaf, fr. Tamil pachai, 'green' and ilai,

'leaf.

pate, n., the head — ME., of unknown origin.

pSte, n., small pie.— F., fr. OF. paste. See pasty,

n., and cp. patty.

-pated, combining form meaning 'having a pate

or head of a specified kind — See pate and -ed.

pate de foie gras, paste made of the livers of

fattened geese — F., lit. 'pie of fat liver'.

patella, n., 1) a small pan; 2) the kneecap {anat.);

3) a panlike formation {bot. and zool.) — L.,

'small pan or dish; kneepan", dimin. oi patina,

patena, 'a broad, shallow dish or pan', fr. Gk.

TTXTavY], of s.m. See paten and -ella.

Derivatives : patell-ar, patell-ate, patell-ine, adjs.

patelliform, adj. — Compounded of patella and

L. forma, 'form, shape". See form, n.

paten, n., a metal plate — ME. paten, patin, fr.

OF. patene, fr, L. patena, patina, 'a broad,

shallow dish or pan', from Gk. TtaTavv], of s.m.,

assimilated fr. *7teTava, lit. 'something spread

out', fr. 7iETavv\ivat, 'to spread out'. See patent

and cp. patella, patina.

patency, n. .— Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.
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patent, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) patent, fr. L.

patentem, ace. of patens, pres. part, of patere,

'to lie open' (in some meanings through the me-

dium of F. patent). L. patere is rel. to patulus,

'extended, open', and cogn. with Gk. TO-ravvii-

vai, 'to spread out', TtixaXov, 'leaf, fr. I.-E.

base *pet-, 'to spread', whence also Oti.fadmr,

'embrace, bosom', OE. fsedm, 'embrace, bosom,

fathom'. See fathom and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending see suff. -ent.

Derivatives: patent, n. and tr. v., patent-able,

adj., palent-abit-ity, n., patent-abl-y, adv.,

patent-ee, n., patent-ly, adv., patent-or, n.

pater, n., father {schoolboy slang) — L. pater,

'father'. See father and cp. words there referred

to.

pater, n. — Short for paternoster,

patera, n., broad, flat vessel used by the Romans

for pouring libations — L., fr. patere, 'to lie

open'. See patent,

pateriform, adj., having the form of a saucer —
Compounded of patera and L. forma, 'form,

shape'. See form, n.

paterfanulias, n. — L. paterfamilias, 'master of a

house, head of a family', compounded of pater,

'father', andfamilids, ancient genitive aifamilia,

'family'. See pater 'father', and family and cp.

materfamilias.

paternal, adj., fatherly — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. h.paternus, 'of a father, fatherly', fr. pater.

See pater and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: paternal-ism., n., paternal-ist, n.,

paternal-isl-ic, adj., paternal-ist-ic-al-ly, adv.,

paternal-ly, adv., paternal-ity, n., paternal-ize,

tr. V.

paternity, n. — OF. (= F.) paternite, fr. Late L.

paternitdtem, ace. of paternitds, 'paternity'. See

prec. word and -ity.

paternoster, n., the Lord's Prayer — L. pater

noster, 'our father'. See pater and nostrum.

Denvatives: paternoster, intr. v., paternoster-er,

n.

path, n. — ME., fr. OE. pxp, rel. to OFris. path,

MDu.;;ar, Hu. pad, OHG. pfad, MHG./)/a/, G.

Pfad, 'path'. These Teut. words are prob. of Ira-

nian origin; cp. Avestic pada, 'way', and see

find. Cp. also pad, 'road', paddle, pons.

Derivatives : path-ed, path-less, adjs.

path-, form of patho- before a vowel.

-path, combining form denoting 1) one suffering

from a certain type of disease as in neuropath ;

2) one versed in a certain type of treatment as in

hydropath {med.)—Gk. -zx^r^q, fr. rax%?, 'suf-

fering'. See pathos.

pathetic, adj., arousing pity — L. patheticus, fr.

Gk. TTadrjTizoc, 'capable of emotion', fr. iia-

S-y)T6i;, 'subject to suffering', verbal adj. of

TTx&Etv, 'to suffer'. See pathos.

Derivatives: pathetic, n., pathetic-al, adj.,

pathetic-al-ly, adv., pathetic-al-ness, n.

patho-, before a vowel path-, combining form de-

noting 'suffering' or 'disease', as in pathology—

Gk. Tta^o-, fr. TtaS^oi;, 'a suffering'. See pathos,

pathogen, n., a bacterium producing disease —
Compounded of Gk. TraS-o?, 'a suffering', and

-ysvY);, 'produced by', used in its modern sense:

'producing'. See pathos and -gen.

pathogenesis, n., production of a disease (med.)

Medical L., compounded of patho- and Gk.

ysvetJii;, 'origin, source, birth, descent, race'.

See pathos and genesis,

pathogenetic, adj., producing disease— See prec.

word and -genetic,

pathogenic, adj., pathogenetic— See pathogenesis

and -genie,

pathogeny, n., pathogenesis. — Compounded of

patho- and -geny.

pathognomonic, adj., characteristic or symptom-

atic of a certain disease. — Gk. TtaS-oyvw-

[jLovixdc, 'skilled in judging of affections or dis-

eases', compounded of irdi^o;, 'suffering', and

YV(b[icov, 'one that knows'. See pathos, gnomon

and adj. suff. -ic.

pathological, also pathologic, adj. — Gk. Tta-

^oXoywoq, 'treating of disease', introduced into

English by Robert Boyle (1627-91). See pathol-

ogy, -ic and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: pathological-ly, adv.

pathologico-, combining form used in the sense of

'pathological and'. — Fr. Gk. TtaS-oXoyixo?,

'treating of disease'. See prec. word.

pathology, n., the science treating of diseases. —
F. pathologie, fr. Medical L. pathologia, 'study

of disease', fr. Tzi-^oc,, 'a suffering', and -Xoyia,

fr. -X6yo(;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner) ; one who deals (with a certain topic)' ; see

pathos and -logy. Cp. Gk. 7ia*oXoYt>cv) (scil.

Texvo)> 'the science of diseases'. (Gk. iia^o-

Xo-fia means 'the study of the passions'.)

pathos, n., the quality that arouses pity or sorrow

— Gk. ira&o;, 'suffering, passion, misfortune,

calamity', rel. to uadeiv, Trio/Eiv, 'to suffer',

Tzbj^oQ, 'grief, sorrow', and prob. cogn. with

Lith. kenciii, k^sti, Lett, ciesii, ciest, 'to suffer',

Lith. pakantd, 'patience', kancid, 'suffering,

pain', Olr. cessaim, cessim, 'I suffer'. Cp. pa-

thetic, patho-, -pathy, nepenthe,

-pathy, also -pathia, combining form used to de-

note 'suffering, disease, curative treatment', as

in allopathy, homeopathy, osteopathy. — L.

-pathia, fr. Gk. -Trafteia, fr. r.i.^oz, 'suffering'.

See prec. word and -y (representing Gk. -Eia,

-la).

patibulary, adj., pertaining to the gallows (rare).

— Formed with adj. suff. -ary fr. L. patibulum,

'gallows', prop, 'that which is extended', fr.

patere, 'to be open". See patent,

patience, n.— ME. pacience, fr. OF. patience, pa-

cience (F. patience), fr. L. patientia, 'patience,

endurance", fr. patiens, gen. -entis. See next word

and -ce.

patient, adj. — ME. pacient, fr. OF. pacient (F.

patient), fr. L. patientem, ace. of patiens, 'suf-

fering', pres. part, of patior, pati, 'to suffer', fr.



patina

I.-E. base *pe-, *p'-, 'to damage, injure, hurt',

whence also L.paene, 'almost, nesxly' , paenitere,

'to cause to repent', paenitet me, 'it causes me to

repent', i.e. 'I repent', penuria(paenuria), 'want,

need', Gk. 7r^(i.a, 'suffering, misery, woe'. Cp.

passion, passive, compassion, compatible, pen-

ance, peninsula, penitent, penitentiary, penulti-

mate, penumbra, penury, punish. For the ending

see suff. -ent.

patina, n., a broad dish, a pan {Roman antiq.) —
L. patina, 'a broad, shallow dish or pan'. See

paten.

patina, n., greenish film— F. patine, 'patina', fr.

It. patina, which is of uncertain origin. It pos-

sibly denoted orig. 'tarnish formed on a metal

dish' and derives fr. L. patina, 'dish'. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: patin-ate, tr. and intr. v., patin-

ation, n., patine, n. and tr. v.,patin-ed, a6i.,patin-

ize, tr. \.,patin-ous, adj.

patio, n., inner courtyard — Sp., derivative of L.

patere, 'to lie open'. See patent.

patisserie, n., pastry shop; pastry— F. patisserie,

'pastry shop', fr. patissier, 'pastry shop propri-

etor', fr. pdtisser, 'to prepare pastry', fr. VL.

*pasticidre, fr. *pasticium, 'pasty'. See paste, 'an

adhesive compound', and -ery and cp. pasty, n.,

pate.

pato, n., the Muscovy duck — Sp. and Port.,

'duck, drake, gander', fr. Arab, bdtta , 'duck'.

patois, n., a provincial dialect— F., prob. formed

fr. patte, 'paw, foot', with suff. -ois (fr. L. -ensis)

[the same suff. appears in adjectives like North-

ern F. franfois (F. franfais), 'French', etc.] ; so

called with reference to the clumsy manner of

those speaking it. Cp. F. pataud, 'clumsy,

loutish', which is also a derivative ofpatte, 'paw,

foot'. See patten and cp. words there referred to.

patola, n., a silk cloth (India) — OI. patoldfi,

prob. fr. Malayalam/)a«Kd?a, 'a silk cloth'.

patri-, combining form meaning 'father'. — L.

patri-, from the stem of pater, gen. pairis, 'fa-

ther'. See father and cp. pater.

patrial, adj., pertaining to one's fatherland. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. patria, 'father-

land', fr. pater, gen. patris. See patri-.

patriarch, n., a father who rules his family or

tribe. — ME. patriarch, fr. OF. patriarche, fr.

Late L. patriarcha, fr. Gk. Traxpiapx'')?, 'father

of a race', fr. raTpta, 'family, lineage', and

-ap/Tji;, 'leader'. The first element derives fr.

7caTr;p, gen. 7TaTp6i;, 'father'; see father. For the

second element see -arch. Cp. matriarch.

Derivatives :pa/narcA, intr. \., patriarch-ism, n.,

patriarch-ist, n.

patriarcha], adj. — Late L. patriarchalis, fr. pa-

triarcha. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

patriarchate, n. — ML. patriarchdtus, fr. Late L.

patriarcha. See patriarch and subst. suff. -ate.

patriarchess, n. — F. patriarchesse, fr. patriarche.

See patriarch and 1st -ess.

patriarchlc, also patriarchlcal, adj. — Late L. pa-

1U0

triarchicus, fr. Gk. xaTpiapxiKoi;, 'belonging to

the patriarch', fr. naxpiikpxfii- See patriarch and

-ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative : patriarchical-ly, adv.

patriarchy, n.— Gk. uaTpiapxta, fr. TcaTpt^pxi^i;,

'patriarch'. See patriarch and -y (representing

Gk. -lot).

Patricia, fem. PN. — L., prop. fern, of patricius,

'patrician, noble'. See Patrick.

patrician, n. — ME. patrician, fr. MF. (= ¥.) pa-

tricien, fr. L. patricius, 'of the rank of the patres,

fathers, i.e., senators; patrician, noble", fr. pa-

tres, 'fathers, senators', pi. of pater, 'father,

chief. See father and -an and cp. Patrick, Pa-

tricia.

Derivative : ^afric/an, adj.

patriciate, n. — L. patricidtus, 'patriciate', fr. pa-

tricius. See patrician, adj., and subst. suff. -ate.

patricide, n., one who kills his father. — Com-
pounded of L. pater, gen. patris, 'father', and

-clda, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See pater and

-cide, 'killer', and cp. parricide.

patricide, n., a murder of one's father. — Com-
pounded of L. pater, gen. patris, 'father', and

-cidium, 'killing', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See prec.

word and -cide, 'killing'.

Patrick, masc. PN. — Olr. Patrice (It. Pddraig),

fr. L. patricius, 'patrician, noble', fT. pater, gen.

patris, 'father'. See patrician, adj., and cp. Pa-

tricia.

patrilineal, adj., pertaining to, or descended from,

the paternal line — Compounded of L. pater,

gen. patris, 'father', and linea, 'line'. See father,

line and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: patrilineal-ly, adv.

patrimonial, adj. — F., fr. Late L. patrimonidlis,

fr. L. patrimonium. See next word and adj. suff.

-al.

Derivative : patrimoniat-Iy, adv.

patrimony, n., anything inherited from a father or

an ancestor.— ME. patrimoigne, fr. OF. (= F.)

patrimoine, fr. L. patrimonium, 'an estate inher-

ited from a father, patrimony', formed fr. pater,

gen. patris, 'father', with suff. -monium. See fa-

ther and -mony and cp. words there referred to.

patriot, n. — MF. (= F.) patriate, fr. Late L.

patridta, fr. Gk. TraTpicoTT]?, 'fellow country-

man', fr. Traxpioi;, 'of one's fathers', fr. TiaTTjp,

gen. Traxpdi;, 'father'. See father and cp. com-

patriot.

Derivatives
:
/jarn'o/-eer, n. and intr. \., patriot-

ism, n.

patriotic, adj. — F. patriotique, fr. Late L. pa-

trioticus, ft. Gk. TiaTpicoTixoi;, 'pertaining to a

patriot or to one's country', fr. TraTpKoxj);. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: patriotic-al, adj., patriotic-al-h,

adv., patriot-ics, n. pi.

patristic, adj., pertaining to the fathers of the

Christian church — Formed with suff. -istic fr.

Gk. TtaTiQp, gen. TraTp6<;, or h. pater, gen. patris,

'father'. See father.

patrol, intr. and tr. v.— F. patrouiller, 'to patrol',

orig. meaning 'to trample, paddle in mud', and

a var. of patouiller, fr. patte, 'paw, foot'. See

patten and cp. words there referred to.

patrol, n. — F. patrouille, back formation fr. pa-

trouiller. See prec. word.

Derivative : patrol-er, n.

patron, n. — ME., 'patron; pattern', fr. MF. (
=

¥.)patron, fr. L. patronum,iiCC. ofpatrdnus,'pTO-

tector', fr. pater, gen. patris, 'father'. See father

and cp. padrone, patroon, pattern, which are

doublets of patron.

Derivatives: patron, tr. v., patronage (q.v.),

patron-al, adj., patronate (q.v.),patron-ize, tr. v.,

patron-iz-er, n., patron-iz-ation, n., patron-iz-

ing, n., patron-iz-ing-ly, adv., patron-ly, adj.

patronage, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. ML.pa-

trondticum, ft. Late L. patrondtus, 'patronship,

patronage", fr. L. patrdnus. See patron and -age

and cp. patronate.

Derivative : patron-age, tr. v.

patronate, n. — Late L. patrondtus, 'patronship,

patronate'. See patronage and subst. suff. -ate.

patronite, n., a vanadium sulfide (mineral.) —
Named after Antenor Rizo Patrona of Peru who

first discovered the vanadium in it. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

patronymic, adj., derived from the name of a fa-

ther — Late L. patronymicus, fr. Gk. Ttaxpco-

vufiixo;, 'derived from one's father's name', fr.

Ttaxrip, gen. Traxpiis, 'father', and ovujxa, dia-

lectal form of ovojia, 'name'. See father and cp.

onomato-. Cp. also metronymic.

Derivatives: patronymic, n., palronymic-al-ly,

adv.

patroon, n., a person who held a large estate with

manorial rights granted by the old Dutch gov-

ernment ofNew York and New Jersey. — Part-

ly fr. F. patron, partly fr. Du. patroon (which is

also a loan word fr. F. patron). See patron.

Derivative: patroon-ry, n.

pattee, pate, paty, adj., (said of a cross) having

arms expanding toward the end (her.) — F. pat-

tee, in croix pattee, lit. 'a pawed cross', i.e. 'a

cross the arms of which are expanded in the

form of a paw', fern, of patte, 'having paws,

pawed', fr. patte, 'paw, foot'. See next word.

patten, n., a kind of wooden shoe; clog — ME.
paten, fr. OF. patin [whence F. patin, 'patten;

skate'], fr. patte, 'paw, foot', from pre-Celtic

*patta, a word of imitative origin. Cp. patois,

patrol, pattee, paw, pud.

patter, intr. v., to strike frequently; tr. v., to cause

to patter— Freq. of pat, 'to strike gently'. For

the ending see freq. suff. -er.

Derivative: patter, n.

patter, tr. and intr. v., to mumble hurriedly,

chatter. — ME. patren, patteren, orig. 'to recite

paternosters rapidly'; formed fr. pater, in the

sense of paternoster.

Derivatives :/»a«er, n.,patter-er, n., patter-ist, n.

pattern, n.— ME. patron, fr. OF. patron, 'patron.

person serving as an example, pattern'. See pa-

tron.

Derivatives: pattern, tr. v., pattern-ed, adj.,

pattern-er, n., pattern-ing, n., pattern-ize, v.,

patlern-y, adj.

patty, n., small pie — F. pate, fr. OF. paste. See

pate and cp. pasty, n.

patulous, adj., spread out, extended— L. patulus,

'spread out, extended', rel. to patere, 'to lie

open', and cogn. with Gk. TrsTocvvuvai, 'to spread

out', ON.fadmr, 'embrace, bosom', OE.fxdm,

'embrace, bosom, fathom'. See fathom and cp.

words there referred to. For E. -ous, as equiv-

alent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: patulous-ly, adv., patulous-ness, n.

paty, adj. — See pattee.

paucity, n., fewness, scarcity. — ME. paucite, fr.

MF. (= F.) paucite, fr. L. paucitdtem, ace. of

paucitds, 'fewness, scarcity', fr. paucus, 'few, lit-

tle', which is rel. to L. paullus, later spelled

paulus, 'little', parvus, 'small, little', the first ele-

ment in pau-per, 'poor', and cogn. with Gk.

TtaOpoi;, 'few, little', Goth, fawai, OE. feawe,

'few'. See few and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also poco. For the ending see suff. -ity.

paughty, adj., haughty ; pert (Scot.)— A blend of

proud and haughty.

Paul, masc. PN. ; name of the apostle of Chris-

tianity to the Gentiles — L. Paulus, a Roman
surname of the Aemilian gens, prob. fr. paulus,

'little'. See paulo-post-future.

pauldron, n., a piece of armor to protect the

shoulder.— ME. polrond, fr. OF. espauleron, fr.

espaule (F. epaule), 'shoulder'. See epaulet,

paulin, n. — Aphetic for tarpaulin.

Pauluia, fem. PN. — Fem. of Paulinus (q.v.)

Pauluie, adj., pertaining to the apostle Paul.— L.

Paulinus, fr. Paulus. See Paul and -ine (repre-

senting L. -inus).

Paulinus, masc. PN. — L., lit. 'belonging to Pau-

lus'. See Paul and prec. word.

paulo-post-future, future perfect tense in Greek

grammar. — Lit. 'the future a little later'. The

first element is abl. of L. paullus, later spelled

paulus, 'little' (whence the dimin. pauxillum,

'very little'), which is rel. to paucus, 'few, little'

;

see paucity. For the other two elements see post-,

resp. future.

Paulownia, n., a genus of Chinese trees (hot.) —
ModL., named after the Russian princess Anna

Paulowna (1795-1865), daughter of Czar Paul I.

For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

paunch, n., abdomen, belly. — ME. paunche, fr.

OF. panche, var. ofpanee (F. panse), fr. L. pan-

ticem, ace. of pantex, 'paunch', which is prob.

rel. to pdnus, ^sv/elling\ pdniculus, 'tuft, panicle'.

See panicle.

Derivatives: paunch, tr. v., paunch-ed, adj.,

paunch-ful, a.Ai.,paunch-y, ad]., paunch-i-ly, adv.,

paunch-i-ness, n.

pauper, n., a person who depends on charity ; a

very poor person— L., 'poor', for *pauc(o)-pars.



pausation

lit. 'he who acquires little', fr. paucus, 'little,

few', and the stem of pario, parere, 'to bring

forth, produce; to acquire, gain'. For the first

element see few, for the second see parent. See

also poor, which is a doublet of pauper.

Derivatives; pauper, adj., pauper-dom, n.,

pauper-ed, ad'i., pauper-ism, n., pauper-ize, tr. v.,

pauper-iz-ation, n.

pausation, n., the act of pausing.— Late l^.pau-

sStio, gen. -onis, fr. pausat-(um), pp.- stem of

pausare. See pause, v., and -ion.

pause, n.— MF. (= F.), fr. l^.pausa, 'stop, cessa-

tion', fr. Gk. TTauCTii;, 'stopping, ceasing', fr.

TTausiv, 'to cause to cease', which is prob. cogn.

with OPruss. pausto, 'wild', OSiaw. pustu, 'waste,

deserted', pustiti, 'to leave, to let' ; see Solmsen,

Indogermanische Forschungen XXXI, 483. The

ending -a in L. pausa (for -is fr. Gk. Trauai? ) is

prob. due to the analogy of the synonym mora.

Cp. pose, 'to place'.

Derivatives :
;)aMi-a/, didii., pause-less, ^A].,pause-

less-ly, adv.

pause, intr. v.— Either fr. pause, n., or fr. Late L.

pausare, 'to halt, cease, pause', or fr. F. pauser,

'to pause' (which itself derives fr. Late L.

pausare).

pavage, n., 1) the act of paving; 2) tax to pay for

the paving of streets, etc. — F., fr. paver, 'to

pave'. See pave and -age.

pavan, n., 1) a slow, stately dance; 2) the music

for this dance — F. pavane, fr. Sp. pavana, fr.

pavo, 'peacock', fr. L. pavus, a secondary form

ofpavo, 'peacock' (see pavonine) ; so called from

the character of this dance.

pave, tr. v.— m¥..pa\en, fr. OF. (= F.) paver, fr.

VL. *pavdre (whence also OProven?. pavar),

corresponding to L. pavire, 'to beat, ram, tread

down', which is rel. to pavere, 'to tremble', lit.

'to be struck down', prob. also to putdre, 'to cut,

trim, prune, lop', and cogn. with Lith. piauju,

piduti, 'to cut', piuklas, 'saw'. See putative and

cp. pit, 'cavity', putamen.

Derivatives: pav-er, n., pav-ing, n.

pave, n., pavement — F., prop. pp. oi paver, 'to

pave', used as a noun. See prec. word.

pavement, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. VL.

*pavamentutn, fr. *pavdre, 'to pave', correspond-

ing to L. pavlmentum, 'a beaten floor', fr. pavire,

'to beat, ram'. See pave and -ment

Derivatives: pavement-er, n.

Pavia, n., a genus of trees and shrubs, now form-

ing part of the genus Aesculus {bot.) — ModL.,

named after the Dutch botanist Peter Paaw

(latinized into Pavinus) (1564-1617).

pavilion, n. — ME. pavilon, fr. MF. (-= F.) pavil-

ion, fr. L. pdpilidnem, ace. oi papilio, 'butterfly',

used in the Middle Ages to denote a tent, be-

cause it resembles a butterfly with outstretched

wings. See Papilio.

Derivative: pavilion, tr. v.

pavior, pavioilr, n., paver. — ME. pavier, fr. pa-

ven, 'to pave'. See pave and -ier.

pavis, pavise, n., a large shield — ME. pavis,

pavise, fr. OF. paveis (F. pavois), 'shield', fr.

Olt. (= It.) pavese fr. Pavese, 'of Pavia'; so

called because originally made in Pavia, Italy.

Pavo, n., 1) the genus of the peacocks (zool.); 2)

name of a southern constellation. — L. pavo,

'peacock'. See peacock and cp. pavonine,

pavonated, adj., ofthe color of the peacock— Fr.

L. pavo, gen. pavonis, 'peacock'. See prec. word

and the adj. suff. -ate and -ed.

pavonazzo, adj., of the color of a peacock. — It.,

lit. 'peacock-like', fr. pavone, 'peacock', fr. L.

pavonem, ace. of pavo, 'peacock'. See peacock

and cp. next word.

pavonine, adj., related to, or resembling, a pea-

cock.— L. pavoninus, 'of, or like, a peacock', fr.

pavo, gen. pavonis, 'peacock'. See peacock and

-ine (representing L. -inus).

paw, n. — ME. pawe,powe, fr. MF. poue, from a

pre-Celtic form *pauta (whence also Proveng.

pauta and Catal. pote, MDu. poot, pote, Du.

poot, G. Pfote, 'paw'), which is prob. of imitative

origin. Cp. patois, patrol, pattee, patten, pud.

Derivatives: paw, tr. and intr. v., paw-er, n.,

paw-ing, n.

pawk, n., trick (Scot:) — Of unknown origin.

Derivatives :iJaH'A:->', ?id].,pawk-i-ly, &dw.,pawk-

i-ness, n.

pawl, n., a bar preventing a capstan from recoil-

ing— Prob. fr. F. epaule, 'shoulder'. See epaulet

and cp. pauldron.

Derivative: pawl, tr. v.

pawl, n., a small tent with two poles and steep,

sloping sides (India).— Hind, pal, 'a shelter', fr.

Ol. patalam, 'cover, roof, which is prob. rel. to

OI. patah, 'woven cloth'.

pawn, n., piece of least value at chess. — ME.

poune, pawn, fr. OF. paon, a var. ofpeon, fr. ML.

pedonem, ace. oipedo, 'foot soldier' (whence al-

so It. pedone, Sp. peon, 'foot soldier, pawn'), fr.

L. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See foot and cp. peon,

pioneer.

pawn, n., pledge — ME. paun, fr. OF. pan, also

pand, 'piece of cloth', later used also in the sense

of 'pledge', fr. L. pannum, ace. of pannus, 'piece

of cloth', which is cogn. with Goth, fana, 'piece

of cloth', OS. fano, of s.m., Gk. tztjvo?, 'web',

Ttrjv^i. 'web, bobbin'. OHG. pfant (whence

MHG. pfant, G. Pfand), OS., MDu. pand, pant

(whence Du. pand), OFris. pand, pond, 'pledge',

are loan words fr. OF. pan, panel. Cp. fanon,

gonfalon, vane. Cp. also pane, panel, panuelo,

Penelope, penology.

Derivatives: pawn, tr. v., pawn-able, adj., pawn-

age, n., pawn-ee, n.,pawn-er, n.

pawnee, n., water (Anglo-Ind.) — Hind, pani,

'water', rel. to OI. pdti, 'drinks', panam, 'drink',

pibati, 'drinks', and cogn. with Gk. ttiveiv, 'to

drink', L. potdre and bibere, 'to drink'. See

bibulous, and cp. poison, potable, potion,

pax, n., 1) peace; (cap.) the goddess of peace in

Roman mythology; 2) a tablet representing a

peal

religious subject (R.C.Ch.)— L. pax, gen. pads,

'peace'. See peace.

paxilla, n., a pillarlike spine (zool.) — ModL., fr.

L.paxillus, 'a small stake, a peg', dimin. formed
fr. palus, 'strake, pale', which stands for *pacslos

and is rel. to paclscor,pacisci, 'to make a treaty',

pax, gen. pads, 'peace'. See pact and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives : paxill-ar, paxlll-ate, adjs.

paxwax, n., the nuchal ligament of mammals. —
ME., dissimilated fr. ME. faxwax, which is

prob. a compound offax, 'hair' (fr. OE. feax),

and wax, 'growth' (fr. waxen, 'to grow'). The
first element is rel. to ON. fax, 'mane', OHG.
fahs, 'hair', and to ON./Sr (for *fahezd), 'sheep',

fr. I.-E. base *pek-, 'to pluck (wool or hair)',

whence also Gk. tcIxoi;, 'fleece', 'L.pecus, 'cattle,

flock', pexus, 'woolly', pecten, 'comb'. See fee,

'cattle, money', and cp. words there referred to.

For the second element see wax, 'to grow'.

pay, tr. and intr. v., to requite, reward — ME.
paien, payen, ft. OF. paier, paer (F. payer), fr.

L. pacare, 'to pacify, appease', in VL. also 'to

pay', fr. pax, gen. pads, 'peace'. See pact and cp.

peace.

Derivatives: pay, n. (q.v.), pay-able, adj., pay-

ee, n., pay-er, n., pay-ing, n., payment (q.v.)

pay, n. — ME. paye, pay, fr. OF. paie (F. paye),

back formation fr. paler, paer. See prec. word.

pay, tr. v., to coat with pitch (naut.) — Obsol. F.

peter, 'to coat with pitch', fr. OF. peier, fr. L.

picdre, fr. pix, gen. picis, 'pitch', which is cogn.

with Gk. Ttidoa, (for *7tixia), 'pitch'. See pitcli,

'a resinous substance'.

payable, adj. — ME. paiable, fr. OF. paiable, fr.

pater, 'to pay'. See pay, 'to requite', and -able.

Derivatives: payabil-ity, n., payable-ness, n.,

payabl-y, adv.

payetan, n. — Inexact var. of payyetan.

payment, n. — ME. payemenl, payment, fr. MF.
(= F.) paiement, fr. payer, 'to pay'. See pay, 'to

requite" and -ment.

paynim, n., a pagan, heathen (archaic). — ME.
painim, fr. OF. palenime, fr. Late L. pdganismus,

'heathenism', fr. pdgdnus, 'heathen'. See paga-

nism.

payola, n., 1) an undercover payment or graft

given in return for a commercial favor; 2) the

practice of giving payolas. — Prob. formed fr.

pay with sufT. -ola. The same suff. appears also

in pianola.

paysage, n., landscape. — F., fr. pays, 'country',

fr. OF. pais, of s.m., fr. L. pdgus, 'province, dis-

trict'. See pagan and -age and cp. peasant.

payyetan, also spelled payetan, n., an author of
religious poems forming part of the Jewish lit-

urgy on festivals and special Sabbaths. —
Talm. Heh. payyetan, 'poet', in MedHeb. 'writ-

er of liturgic poems', a hybrid coined fr. Gk.
7ToiT)T7]i;, 'poet' (see poet), and the Heb. suif.

-an. Cp. piyyut.

pe, n., name of the 1 7th letter of the Hebrew

alphabet. — Heb. pe, pe'', lit. 'mouth', so called

in allusion to the ancient Hebrew form of this

letter.

pea, n. — Back formation fr. ME. pese, pees, 'a

pea', the s having been mistaken for the plural

sufl". ; see pease. For similar back formations cp.

cherry, Chinee, gentry, marquee, pry, 'lever',

row, 'noise', sash, 'framework', shay, sherry,

shimmy, skate, trews.

peace, n. — ME. pais, pees, fr. OF. pais (F. paix),

fr. L.pdcem, ace. ofpax, 'peace', which is rel. to

paclsci, 'to make a treaty'. See pact and words
there referred to and cp. esp. appease, pace,

'with the leave of, pacify, pax.

Derivatives: peaceable (q.v.), peace-ful, adj.,

peace-ful-ly, adv., peace-ful-ness, n., peace-less,

ad}., peace-less-ly, adv., peace-less-ness, n.

peaceable, adj. — ME. peisible, fr. OF. (= F.)

paisible, fr. pais, 'peace'. See peace and -able.

Derivatives
: peaceabl-y, adv., peaceable-ness, n.

peach, n., the fruit of the tree Amygdalus Persica.

— ME. peche, fr. OF. pesche (F. peche), fr.

Late L. persica, taken for a fem. sing, noun, but
orig. pi. of L. Persicum (mdlum or pomum),
'Persian apple', resp. 'Persian fruit', fr. Persia,

'Persia'; cp. It.pesca, Rum. piersecd, OProven?.
persega, presega, Catal. presec, which all derive

fr. VL. persica. Cp. Parsee, Persian, perse.

Derivatives : ;)eac/!-e«, ad]., peach-er, n., peach-
ery, n., peach-let, n. peach-y, adj., peach-i-ness,

n.

peach, intr. v., to inform against (slang)— Aphet-
ic for appeach (q.v.)

peacock, n. — ME. pecok, fr. 0£. pdwa, pea,

'peacock', and coc, cocc, 'cock'. The first ele-

ment derives fr. L. pavo, gen. pavonis, 'peacock'

[whence also OHG. pfdwo (MHG. pfdwe, pfd,

G. Pfau), MLG. pdwe, Du. pauw and OSlav.
pavu], which, together with Gk. Taco<;, prob.
comes ult. fr. Tamil lokei, tdgei (whence also

Heb. tukkiyyim, 'peacocks'). The initial p- in L.

pavo is due to imitative influence; cp. L. pau-
puld, 'the natural sound of the peacock'. Cp.
Pavo, pavonazzo, pavonine, ponceau, 'corn

poppy'. For the second element see cock.

Derivatives
: peacock, intr. v., peacock-ery, n.,

peacock-ish, peacock-like, peacock-y, adjs.

peag, n., beads made of shells. — Aphetic for

Algonquian wampum peag, 'white strings'. See
wampum.

pea jacket, n. — MDu. pie (Du. pij), 'pea jacket'.

peak, n., a pointed top. — A var. of pike, 'sharp

point'.

Derivatives
:
/7eaA:, tr. \.,peak-ed, ad}., peak-ed-

ly, adv., peak-ed-ness, n., peak-er, n., peak-y,
adj.

peak, intr. v., to shrink, waste away. — Of un-
certain origin.

Derivative: peak-ed, adj.

peak, tr. v., to raise vertically (naut.)— Back for-

mation fr. apeak (q.v.)

peal, n., sound of bells— Aphetic for appeal.



pean

Derivative: peal, intr. and tr. v.

pean, n. — See palan.

pear, n. — ME. pere, for OE. pere, fr. VL. pera,

(whence also OF. peire, F. poire), var. of pira,

fern, sing., for L. pira, pi. of pirum, 'pear',

which is a loan word from an unknown source,

whence also Gk. Sttiov, 'pear', (Xtcio?, 'pear tree'.

Cp.Perflla, perry, pyriform.Pyrus.Cp.alsoApios.

pearceite, n., a variety of geyserite (^mineral.) —
Named after the English metallurgist Dr.

Richard Pearce of Denver. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

pearl, n., a concretion in the shell of various mol-

lusks, used as a gem. — ME. perle, fr. MP.
(= F.) perle, prob. borrowed fr. It. perla, fr.

VL. *perla (whence also OProveng., Sp. perla.

Port, perola), which is a blend of L. perna, 'ham,

sea mussel, pearl', and sphaerula, 'a small ball',

dimin. of sphaera, 'ball'. L. perna stands for

*persnd and is cogn. with OI. pdrsnih, 'heel',

Avestic ;)(3i/i«a- 'heel', Gk. tttepvy], Goih.fairz-

na, OHG. fersana, MHG. versene, verse, G.

Ferse, Du. verzenen (pi.), OS.fersna, OE.fiersn,

of s.m. For L. sphaera see sphere.

Derivatives: pearl, v., pearl-ed, adj., pearl-ish,

a.d)., pearl-y, adj., pearl-i-ness, n.

pearl, n., one of a series of loops forming an

edging on lace. — A var. of purl,

pearlite, n., a alloy of carbon and iron (metall.)—
F. pertite, formed fr. perle, 'pearl', with suff.

-ite. See 1st pearl and subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: pearlil-ic, adj.

pearlite, n., perlite. — See perlite.

pearmain, n., a kind of apple. — ME. parmayn,

fr. OF. permain, parmain, fr. VL. Parmanus, 'of

Parma', fr. L. Parma, a city in Italy. Cp. Par-

mesan,

peart, adj., 1) pert; brisk, lively, clever — A var.

of pert.

Derivatives : p(?ar;-/>-, adv., pear-tness, n.

peasant, n. — ME. paissaunt, fr. OF. paisant (F.

paysan), which was formed—with change of

suffix—fr. earlier pawenc, fr. pais (F.pays), 'land,

country', fr. Late L. pagensis, 'of a province or

district', fr. L. pdgus, 'province, district'; see

pagan. OF. paisenc, paisant, orig, denoted man

of a country. Cp. paysage.

Derivative: peasant-ry, n.

pease, n. ^ ME. pese, fr. OE. pise, 'pea', fr. L.

pisum, fr. Gk. Tritroc, 'pea', a word of Thraco-

Phrygian origin. See Boisacq in M^moires de la

societe de linguistique, 17, 58. The vowel of ME.
pese shows the influence of OF. pels (whence F.

pais), 'pea'. Cp. pea, Pisum.

peasecod, n., pea pod (archaic). — ME. pescodde,

compounded of pese, 'pease', and codde, 'husk,

pod', fr. OE. codde, 'bag, shell, husk'. See pease

and cod, 'a small bag".

peat, n., a piece of partly decomposed vegetable

matter. — ME. pete, fr. Anglo-L. peta, a word

of Celtic origin, which is prob. rel. to ML. pecia,

'piece'. See piece.
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Derivatives: peat-ery, n.,peat-y, ad}.

peat, n., a pet (archaic) — Of uncertain origin;

not related to pet.

peavey, n., a hook (lumbering). — Named after

its inventor Joseph Peavy.

pebble, n. — ME. pobbel, pibbil, fr. OE. papol-

(stdn), 'pebblestone', which is prob. of imitative

origin.

Derivatives : pebble, tr. v.,pebbl-ed, adj. ,pebbl-y,

adj.

pibrine, n., a silkworm disease. — F., fr. Pro-

ven?, pebrino, fr. pebre, 'pepper', fr. L. piper.

See pepper,

pecan, n., 1) a kind of hickory; 2) its fruit (bot.)

— Earlier paccan, fr. F. pacane, which is of

Algonquian origin.

peccable, adj., Uable to sin. — ML. peccabilis,

formed on analogy of L. impeccdbilis, 'impec-

cable', fr. L.peccdre, 'to sin'. See peccant and cp.

impeccable.

Derivative: peccabil-ily, n.

peccadillo, n., a slight sin — Sp. pecadillo, dimin.

of pecado, 'sin', fr. L. peccdtum, 'fault, error,

sin', prop. neut. pp. of peccdre, 'to sin', used as

a noun. The spelling of peccadillo in English

shows the influence of Latin. See peccant,

peccancy, n., sinfulness; sin.— Late L. peccantia,

'sin', fr. L. peccdns, gen. -antis. See next word

and -cy.

peccant, adj., sinful; wrong. — \.. peccdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of peccdre, 'to sin', which is of

uncertain origin. It. possibly stands for *peccos,

ft- *ped-cos, from the base of pes, gen. pedis,

'foot', hence prop, means 'to miss one's footing,

to stumble'. For form and sense development

cp. L. man-cus, 'maimed, crippled, lame', fr.

manus, 'hand'. See foot and -ant. (See Saussure

in Festskrift Thomsen, 206\ and Walde-Hof-

mann, LEW., II, 269.) Cp. peccable, peccadillo,

peccavi, Impeccable.

Derivatives : pfccanf-fy, ad\.,peccant-ness, n.

peccary, n., piglike animal of South America. —
Sp. pecari, of Caribbean origin.

peccavi, intr. v., I have sinned; n., a confession

of guilt. — L. peccavi, 'I have sinned', pret. of

peccdre, 'to sin'. See peccant.

pech, intr. v., to pant; n., a pant, panting— ME.

pechen, prob. of imitative origin.

peck, n., name of a dry measure. — OF. pek, rel.

to picut (whence F. picotin), 'peck', a word of

uncertain origin.

peck, tr. and intr. v., to strike, pick. — ME.

pecken, a var. of pikken, 'to pick'. See pick, 'to

pierce'.

Derivatives : peck, n., peck-er, n., peck-ish, adj.,

peck-ish-ly, adv., peck-ish-ness, n., peck-y,

adj.

peckhamite, n., an iron magnesium silicate (mine-

ral.) — Named after the American chemist

Stephen F.Peckham (1839-1916). For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

Pecksniff, n., an unctuous hypocrite — From
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Seth Pecksniff, a character in Dickens's Martin

Chuzzlewit.

Derivatives: Pecksniff-ery, n., Pecksniff-ian,

adj., Pecksniff-ian-ism, n.

Pecora, n. pi., name of a division of ungulate

mammals (zool.) — L. pecora, 'cattle', pi. of

pecus. See pecuniary and cp. peldn, 'a civilian'.

pectase, n., enzyme which turns pectin into pec-

tic acid (chem.) — Abbreviation of pect(in)-

(diast)ase.

pectate, n., salt of pectic acid (chem.) — See pec-

tin and chem. suff. -ate.

pecten, n., a comblike part, esp. one in the eyes

of birds and reptiles (zool.)— L. pecten, 'comb',

rel. to pectere, 'to comb', and cogn. with Gk.
TTEKeiv, Att. TTCXTStv, 'to comb, shear', xTsii;,

gen. xTEvoi; (for *pkten-), 'comb', fr. I.-E. base

*pek-, 'to pluck (wool or hair)'. See fee, 'cattle,

money', and words there referred to and cp. esp.

peignoir.

pectic, adj., of, or pertaining to, pectin. — Gk.
TryjzTiKo?, 'curdling', fr. TrrjKT6Q, 'sohd, thick,

congealed, 'curdled', verbal adj. of TCT^YV'jvai, 'to

make firm or solid'. See next word and -ic.

pectin, n., a gelatinous substance obtained from
certain fruits, forming the basis of fruit jellies.

(chem.) — Coined by the French chemist Henri

Braconnot (1781-1855) fr. Gk. 7i;t]Xt6?, 'solid,

thick, congealed, curdled', verbal adj. of tctjy-

viivat, 'to make firm or solid'; fr. I.-E. base

*pdg-, *pdk-, 'to join together', whence also L.

pangere, 'to join, make fixm' , pacisci, 'to make a

treaty', pax, gen. pads, 'peace'. See pact and cp.

words there referred to.

pectinate, adj., shaped, or having teeth, like a

comb — L. pcclindtus, pp. of pectindre, 'to

comb, card, hackle', fr. pecten, gen. pectinis,

'comb'. Sec pecten and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: pectinat-ed, adj.

pectination, n., state of being pectinated —
Formed with suff. -ion fr. L. pectindtus, pp.

ofpectindre, 'to comb'. See prcc. word and -ion.

pectineus, n., a muscle arising from the pubis and
inserted into the femur (anat.) — Short for

Medical L. musculus pectineus, lit. 'muscle of

the pubic region', a name coined by Riolan fr.

pecten, gen. -inis, 'comb', used also in the sense

of 'pubic bone' ; see pecten. For sense develop-

ment cp. Gk. y-idc;, 'comb; pubes; pudenda',

and see Joseph HyrtI, Onamatologia anatomica,

pp. 387-88.

pectini-, combining form meaning 'comb', as in

pectiniform. — Fr. L. pecten, gen. pectinis,

"comb'. See pecten.

pectiniform, adj., comblike. — Compounded of
pectini- and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

pectize, v., to coagulate. — See pectin and -ize.

Derivative : pectiz-ation, n.

pectolite, n., a sodium calcium silicate (mineral.)

— G. Pektolith, compounded of Gk. jnjitTii;,

'made firm, compacted' (verbal adj. of TtrjYv'Jvai,

'to make firm'), and Xl&oi;, 'stone'; so called in

allusion to its appearance. See pact and -lite.

pectoral, adj., pertaining to the breast. — MF.
(= ¥.) pectoral, fr. h. pectordlis, 'of the breast',

fr. pectus, gen. pectoris, 'breast', which is cogn.

with Toch. A pdssdm, B pascane (dual), 'the

breasts'. The L. and Toch. words possibly meant
orig 'the hairy part of the body', fr. base *peJc-,

'hairy, woolly', whence also L. pecus, 'cattle',

pectere, 'to comb'. See fee, 'cattle, money', and

cp. petronel, petto, poitrel and the second ele-

ment in parapet.

pectoral, n., something worn on the breast;

specif, the breast plate of the Jewish high priest.

— ME., fr. MF. (= F.) pectoral, fr. L. pectordle,

neut. of pectordlis, 'of the breast', used as a

noun. See pectoral, adj.

pectose, n., a substance related to cellulose (chem.)

— See pectin and subst. suff. -ose.

peculate, tr. and intr. v., to steal; to embezzle—
L. pecHldtus, pp. of pecHldri, 'to embezzle pub-

lic money', fr. peciilium, 'private property', lit.

'property in cattle'. See peculiar and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: pecul-ation, n., peculator (q.v.)

peculator, n., one who peculates. — L. peculator,

'embezzler of public money', fr. pecdldtus, pp.

ofpecHldri. See prec. word and agential suff. -or.

peculiar, adj., 1) one's own; 2) particular.— ME.
peculier, fr. MF., or directly fr. h.peculidris, 'of,

or relating to, private property', fr. peciilium,

'private property', lit. 'property in cattle', fr.

pecu(s), 'cattle', whence pecdnia, 'money'. See

pecuniary.

Derivatives: peculiar-ism, n., peculiar-ity, n.,

peculiar-ize, tr. \., peculiar-ly, adv.

pecimiary, adj., pertaining to, or involving, mon-
ey — L. pecQnidrius, 'of, or pertaining to,

money', fr. pecOnia, 'money', fr. pecu(s), 'cattle',

which is cogn. witn OI. pasu-, 'cattle', Goth.

faihu, 'money, fortune', OE. feoh, 'cattle,

money', fr. I.-E. base "peku-, 'the woolly ani-

mal', whence 'sheep, cattle, property, money".

See fee and cp. Pecora. For the ending see adj.

suff. -ary.

ped-, form of pedo- before a vowel.

pedagogic, pedagogical, adj. — Gk. -aiSayco-

-fiv.oc,, 'suitable to a teacher', fr. TraiSaycoyo;,

'teacher'. See pedagogue and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative : pedagogical-ty, adv.

pedagogics, n., pedagogy. — See prec. word and

-ics.

peda({ogue, pedagog, n., teacher. — ME. peda- ^ t>

goge, fr. MF. pedagogue (F. pedagogue), fr. L. fj

paedagogus, fr. Gk. -aiSaycoYo;, 'slave who es-

corted a boy from home to school and back

again', tutor, teacher', for TraiSoc ivioyoc,

'leader of a child', fr. Kai?, gen. naiSo;, 'child",

and i-ffayoc,, 'guide, leader', fr. a.ys.iv, 'to lead".

See pedo- and agent and cp. -agogue.

Derivatives: pedagog(ue), tr. and intr. v., peda-

gogic (q.v.), pedagog-ist, n.,pedagogue-ish, adj.,

pedagogue-ry, n.



pedagogy

pedagogy, n.— MF. (= F.)pedagogie, fr. L.pae-

dagogia, fr. Gk. TtaiSaycoyta, 'attendance on

children, education, culture', prop, 'office of the

TtaiSaYuyot;'. See prec. word and -y (represent-

ing Gk. -is).

pedal, adj., pertaining to the foot or feet. — L.

peddlis, of, or pertaining to, the foot', fr. pes,

gen. pedis, 'foot', which is cogn. with OI. pat,

ace. pddam, 'foot'. Dor. Gk. Tzi^c,, Att. izaic,

(gen. TToSo?), Goih.fotus, OE. fot, 'foot'. See

foot and cp. words there referred to.

pedal, n., lever worked by the foot. — F. pedale,

fr. It. pedale, fr. L. peddlis, 'of, or pertaining to,

the foot'. See pedal, adj.

pedalier, n., pedal keyboard. — Formed fr.

pedal, n., with suff. -ier.

pedant, n., one who makes a display of his learn-

ing. — F. pedant, fr. It. pedante, orig. meaning

'schoolmaster', fr. Late L. paedagogantem, ace.

of paedagogdns, fr. L. paedagogus. See peda-

gogue and -ant.

Derivatives
:
i7erfa«^Ic, ad}.,pedant-ic-al-ly, adv.,

pedant-ic-ism, n., pedant-ize, tr. and intr. v.,

pedantry (q.v.)

pedantry, n.— F.pddanterie, fr. It. pedanteria, fr.

pedante. See prec. word and -ry.

pedate, adj., 1) having feet; 2) resembling a foot.

— L. peddtus, 'footed', pp. ofpeddre, 'to furnish

with feet, to foot', fr. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See

pedal, adj., and adj. suff. -ate.

peddle, intr. and tr. v. — Back formation fr.

peddler (q.v.) For similar back formations cp.

cadge, swindle.

peddler, pedlar, n. — Fr. earlier pedder, fr. dial.

ped, 'basket', fr. ME. pedde, which is of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. pad, 'basket'. For the ending

see agential suff. -er.

Derivative : peddler-y, pedlar-y, n.

peddling, adj., trifling. — A collateral form of

piddling.

Derivative : peddling-ly, adv.

-pede, combining form meaning 'footed, -foot'.

— Fr. L. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot' . See pedal, adj.

pederast, paederast, n. — L. paederasta, fr. Gk.

TtaiSspaoTTji;. See next word.

pederasty, paederasty, n., sodomy with a boy. —
L. paederastia, fr. Gk. TtaiSepaa-ria, 'love of

boys', fr. TtaiScpaa-nfiq, 'lover of boys', fr. tmXc,

gen. 7taiS6i;, 'boy', andepav, 'to love'. See pedo-,

erotic and -y (representing Gk. -ta ).

Derivatives: p(a)ederast-ic, adj., p(q)ederast-ic-

al-ly, adv.

pedesis, n., Brownian movement — ModL., fr.

Gk. 7nr,ST,(Tt.c, 'a leaping', fr. 7tT;8av, 'to bound,

leap', fr. I.-E. base *ped-, enlarged form of base

*ped-, 'foot', whence tieSt,, 'fetter', -sSov,

'ground, earth', tiou? gen. t:o86?, 'foot', h. pes,

gen. pedis, 'foot' . See foot and cp. diapedesis. Cp.

also Pedetes and the first element in pedol-

ogy, 'the study of soils'. Cp. also pilot

pedestal, n.— MP. {= V .) pi^destal, fr. It. piedi-

stallo, 'foot of a seat', which stands for pii
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(= piede) di stallo, lit. 'foot of a stall' (cp. E.

footstall), and is compounded oi piede, 'foot',

di, 'of, and stallo, 'stall, seat'. It. piede derives

fr. L. pedem, ace. of pes, 'foot' ; see foot and cp.

pedal. It. di comes fr. L. de, 'from, away from'

;

see de-. It. stallo, is of Teut. origin; see stall,

'stable' . The change of F. piedestal to E. pedestal

is due to the learned influence of L. pes, pedis,

'foot'.

pedestrian, adj., going on foot, walking; n.,

walker. — Formed fr. L. pedester, 'on foot, pe-

destrian', fr. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot' ; F. pedestrien

is an English loan word. See foot and cp. pedal.

For the ending see suff. -ian.

Derivatives: pedestrian-ism., n., pedestrian-ize,

intr. V.

Pedetes, n., a genus of rodents, the jumping hare

{zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. TtTjSTjTTTic;, 'leaper', fr.

TTTjSav, 'to leap'. See pedesis and the second ele-

ment in Polypedates. Cp. also pilot,

pedetic, adj., pertaining to pedesis. — Gk. tctjSy)-

Tix6?, 'good at leaping', fr. 7:r;8rjai(;. See pede-

sis and adj. suff. -ic.

pedl-, combining form meaning 'foot', as in pedi-

cure, pediform.— L. pedi-, from pes, g^n. pedis,

'foot'. See foot and cp. pedal,

pediatric, paediatric, adj., pertaining to the hy-

gienic treatment of children— Compounded of

Gk. Ttaii;, gen. 7rai86i;, 'child', and la-rpixoi;,

'pertaining to a physician', fr. taTpo?, 'physi-

cian'. See pedo- and -iatric.

Derivatives : p(a)ediatr-ics, n.,p(a)ediatric-ian, n.

pediatrist, paediatrist, n. — See prec. word and

-ist.

pedicel, n., stalk in a plant, footstalk (bot. and

zool.) — ModL. pedicellus, fr. L. pedlculus,

'little foot', dimin. of L. pes, gen. pedis. See

pedal, adj.

Derivatives : pedicell-ar, pedicell-ate, pedicell-at-

-ed, adjs., pedicell-ation, n., pedicell-ed, adj.

pedicle, n., pedicel. — L. pedlculus, 'footstalk'.

See prec. word.

pedicular, adj., pertaining to lice; infested with

lice. — L. pediculdris, 'pertaining to lice', fr.

pedlculus, 'louse', dimin. of pedis, 'louse',

which stands for *pezdis, and is rel. to pedo,

pedere, 'to break wind', for *pezdd, from the

imit. base *pezd-. For sense development cp.

Little Russian bzd'ity, 'to break wind', and

bzdjuch, 'land bug', which are cogn. with L.

pedere. Cp. petard, petrel. For the related base

*perd- see partridge, for the ending see suff. -ar.

pediculate, adj., having a pedicel, pedicellate —
Formed with adj. suif.' -ate fr. L. pedlculus,

'footstalk'. See pedicel.

Derivative: pediculat-ed, adj.

Pedicularis, n., a genus of plants, the lousewort

(hot.) — L. herba pediculdris, 'lousewort'. See

pedicular.

pediculosis, n., infestation with Uce (med.) —
Medical L., formed with suif. -osis fr. L. pedl-

culus, 'louse'. See pedicular.
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pediculous, adj., pedicular. — L. pediculdsus,

'lousy', fr. pedlculus, 'louse'. See pedicular and

-ous.

pedicure, n. — Lit. 'care of the feet', fr. pedi- and

L. cUra, 'care'. See cure, n.

Derivatives: pedicure, tr. v., pedicur-ism, n.,

pedicur-ist, n.

pediform, adj., having the shape of a foot. —
Compounded of pedi- and forma, 'form, shape'.

See form, n.

pedigree, n,, 1) genealogical table; 2) genealogy.

— ME. pedegru, fr. MF. pie de grue, 'crane's

foot", so called from the shape of the genealogi-

cal mark (\.) used to denote descent. MF. pi4

(F. pied) derives fr. OF. pie, fr. L. pedem, ace.

oi pes, 'foot'; see foot and cp. pedal. F. de, 'of,

from', comes fr. L. de, 'from, away from'; see

de-. F. grue comes fr. L. gruem, ace. of grus,

'crane', which is cogn. with Gk. y^pavo?, OE.

cran ; see crane. The form of the English word

was influenced by an association with degree.

Uenvative: pedigree, tr. v.

pediment, n., a triangular ornament on the front

of buildings (archit.) — Altered from earlier

periment, which is prob. a corruption of pyr-

amid (q.v.)

Derivatives: pediment-al, adj., pediment-ed, adj.

Pedipalpida, n. pi., an order of the Arachnida

(zool.) — ModL., formed with suff. -ida fr.

ModL. pedipalpus. See next word.

pedipalpus, n., either of the second pair of palpi

attached to each side of the mouth of arachnids

{zool.) — ModL., lit. 'that which feels with the

feet', compounded of pedi- and L. palpus, 'a

feeler'. See palpus.

Derivative: pedipalp-ous, adj.

pedlar, n. — A var. spelling of peddler.

pedo-, paedo-, before a vowel ped-, paed-, com-

bining form meaning 'boy, child'.— Gk. ruaiSo-,

TcaiS-, fr. xai<;, gen. 7caiS6?, 'child', fr. l.-E.

base *p^u; 'small, little, few, young'. See few

and words there referred to and cp. esp. ency-

clopedia, orthoped, pedagogue.

pedobaptism, paedobaptism, n., infant baptism—
Compounded of pedo- and baptism.

pedology, paedology, n., child study. — Com-
pounded of pedo- and Gk. -XoyiS, fr. -Xoyo;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: p(a)edolog-ic-al, adj., p(a)edolog-

ist, n., p(a)edolog-ist-ic-al, adj.

pedology, n., the study of soils. — Compounded
of Gk. TTsSov, 'ground, soil', and -AoyiS, fr.

-X6yoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. The first

element is rel. to TteST), 'fetter', Ttoii;, gen. ttoSo?,

'foot', and cogn. with h. pes, gsn. pedis, 'foot';

see foot and cp. pedesis, Pedetes. For the second

element see -logy.

Derivative: pedolog-ist, n.

pedoDieter, n., an instrument for measuring dis-

tance covered by a walker.— F. pidomitre, a

hybrid coined fr. L. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot', and

Gk. (x^Tpov, 'measure'. See foot, adj. and meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

pedro, n., a card game. — Sp. Pedro, 'Peter', fr.

Late L. Petrus. See Peter.

peduncle, n., 1) a flower stalk (hot.); 2) a stalklike

part (zool.)— ModL. pedunculus, 'footstalk', fr.

L. pedlculus, 'a little foot; footstalk', dimin. of

pes, gen. pedis, 'foot' ; see foot and cp. pedal. L.

pedlculus was prob. changed in Modem L. to

pedunculus because of the ambiguity of the

former word, which may be the diminutive of

eXihet pes, 'foot', oi pedis, 'louse'.

Denvdtive: peduncl-ed, adj.

pedunculus, n., a peduncle. — ModL. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: peduncul-ar, peduncul-at-ed, adjs.,

peduncul-ation, n.

peek, intr. v., to peep.— ME. piken, of uncertain

origin.

Derivative: peek, n.

peel, n., a small, square, tower. — ME., 'pali-

sade', fr. OF. pel (F. pieu), 'stake, post', fr. L.

pdlum, ace. ofpdlus, of s.m. See pale, 'stake'.

peel, n., baker's shovel. — ME. pele, fr. OF. pele

(F. pelle), fr. L. pdla, 'spade, shovel', which is

of uncertain origin. It is perh. rel. to L. pdlus,

'stake'. See pale, 'stake', and cp. prec. word.

peel, tr. and intr. v., to strip off. — ME. pelen, fr.

OF. (= F.) peler, 'to peel', fr. L. pildre, 'to de-

prive of hair', fr. pilus, 'hair'. See pill, 'to peel',

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: peel, n., peel-ed, adj., peel-ed-ness,

n., peel-er, n.

peeler, n., a policeman (collog.) — Orig. a mem-

ber of the Irish constabulary; so called from Sir

(at that time: Mr.) Robert Peel who founded

the Irish constabulary. See Peelite and cp. bobby.

Peelism, n., the doctrine of the Peelites. — See

next word and -ism.

Peelite, n., an adherent of Peel in the repeal of the

Corn laws in 1846. — Formed from the name

of Sir Robert Peel (1788-1 850) with subst. suff.

-ite.

peen, n., the sharp end of the head of a hammer,

— Of uncertain, possibly Scand., origin. Cp.

dial. Norw. penn, 'peen'.

Derivative : peen, tr. v.

peep, intr. v., to chirp. — Of imitative origin.

Cp. L. plpdre, plplre, pipidre, F. pepier, piper,

G. piepen. Cp. also pip, 'to chirp', pipe.

Derivatives: peep-er, n., peep-ing, n.

peep, intr. v., to look through a small opening;

to peer furtively. — Prob. a var. of peek.

Derivatives : peep, n., peep-er, n., peep-ing, n.

peepul, n. — A var. of pipal.

peer, intr. v., to look closely — Perhaps aphetic

for appear.

peer, n., 1) an equal; 2) a man of high rank, a

noble. — ME. per, fr. OF. per (F. pair), fr. L.

par, 'equal'. See pair and cp. par, 'equality',

compeer.
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Derivatives : peer-age, n., peer-dom, n., peer-ess,

n., peer-less, adj., peer-less-ly, adv., peer-less-

ness, n., peer-ling, n.

peer, tr. v., 1) to equal ; 2) to raise to the peerage.

— ME. peren, fr. OF. parer (3rd person sing.

pere), fr. L. pardre, 'to malce equal', fr. pdr,

'equal'. See prec. word.

peeve, tr. v., to make peevish (colloq.) — Back

formation fr. peevish.

Derivatives
:
/)eev-erf, diii).,peev-ed-ly, a&v.,peev-

ed-ness, n.

peevish, adj., fretful. — ME. pevish, of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives: peevish-ly, adv., peevish-ness, n.

peewee, adj., tiny. — Of Algonquian origin.

peewee, n., the flycatcher. — See pewee.

peewit, n. — See pewit.

peg, n. — ME. pegge, fr. MDu. pegge, which is

rel. to LG. pegel, 'stake, pile', MLG., G. pegel,

'gauge rod, watermark', Du.peil, 'gauge, water-

mark; standard', OE. psegel, 'a small measure,

wine vessel, gill', fr. ML. pdgella, 'a measure'.

See pail.

Derivatives: peg, v., pegg-ed, adj., pegg-er, n.,

pegg-ing., n., pegg-y, adj.

peganite, n., a basic aluminum phosphate {mine-

ral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Ok.

TTYiyavov, 'the herb rue' (see next word); so

called in allusion to its green color.

Peganum, n., a genus of herbs of the bean-caper

family {bot.) — ModL, fr. Gk. Tt7]7avov, 'the

herb rue', which is prob. rel. to TCYjyvuvat, 'to

make firm', fr. I.-E. base *pag-, *pdk-, 'to join

together'. See pact.

Pegasus, n., name of a winged horse in Greek

mythology. — L., fr. Gk. lirj-YO-aoc,. The suff.

-acoi; shows that the name is of pre-Greek ori-

gin; the connection with Gk. Trviyif), 'fount,

spring', is folk etymology.

pegmatite, n., a coarse granite rock (geol.) — F.,

coined by the French mineralogist Rene-Just

Haiiy (1743-1822), fr. Gk. TtTJYtia, gen. n-f]-[-

[laxo?, 'something fastened together', from the

stem of TTYjyvuvaL, 'to make firm', fr. I.-E. base

*pdg-, *pdk-, 'to join together'. See pact and

words there referred to and cp. esp. parapegm.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

pegomancy, n., divination by fountains. — Com-
pounded of Gk. TnQVT), 'fountain, spring', which

is of uncertain origin, and (.LavTsiS, [xavTta,

'oracle, divination', for which see -maacy.

peignoir, n., lady's loose robe. — F., fr. peigner,

'to comb the hair", fr. peigne, 'comb', fr. L. pec-

linem, ace. of pecten, 'comb'. See pecten.

pejorate, tr. v., to depreciate.— LateL.pejordtus,

pp. oi pejordre, 'to make worse'. See pejorative.

Derivative: pejorat-ion, n.

pejoration, n., depreciation. — Formed with suff.

-ation fr. L. pejor, 'worse'. See next word.

Derivative : pejoration-ist, n.

pejorative, adj.', depreciative, disparaging. —
Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. pejoratus, pp. of
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pejordre, 'to make worse', fr. pejor, 'worse',

which stands for *ped-^6sjiX^A is rel. to L. pessi-

mus, 'worst' (for *ped-s'^mos; see pessimism),

and to pessum, 'downward, to the ground', and

cogn. with OI. pddyate, 'falls'; from the same

base as L. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot' (see Walde-

Hofmann, LEW., II, p. 275 s.v. peior, p. 296 s.v.

pessum, and p. 295 s.v. pes). See foot and cp.

impair. For the ending see suff. -ive.

Derivatives
:
/)e/oraWve, n., pejorative-ly, adv.

pekan, n., a North American marten — Of Al-

gonquian origin.

pekin, n., a kind of silk. — F. pekin, fr. Pekin,

'Peking', fr. Chin. Pe-king, which lit. means

'capital of the North', fr. pe, 'north', and king,

'capital'.

pekin, n., a civilian (slang) — F. pekin, fr. Pro-

ven?, pequin, 'sickly', fr. pec, 'simple, foolish',

fr. h.pecus, 'cattle; beast, brute'. See fee, 'cattle,

money', and cp. Pecora.

Pekingese, Pekinese, n., a small Chinese dog. —
Fr. Peking, capital of China. See pekin, n., 'a

kind of silk', and -ese.

pekoe, n., a superior kind of black tea. — Fr.

dial. Chin, pek-ho, 'white down'.

Derivative: pekoe, tr. v.

pelage, n., coat of a mammal. — F., fr. OF. pel,

'hair', fr. L. pilus, 'hair'. See pile, 'hair', and

-age.

Pelagian, adj. and n.— ML. Pelagidnus, fr. Pela-

gius. Latinized name of a British monk who
lived in the 4th cent, and who denied the doc-

trine of original sin. For the ending see suff.

-an.

Derivatives: Pelagian-ism, n., Pelagian-ize, n.

pelagian, adj., pelagic. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. pelagius, fr. Gk. TzzXcc(i(tc, 'of the sea', fr.

TieXayo;. See next word.

pelagic, adj., pertaining to the sea. — L. pelagi-

cus, fr. Gk. nzkayiv-o:;, fr. TreXavoc, 'sea',

which is rel. to T^'Xa.yoc,, 'side', and cogn. with L.

plaga, 'hunting net, curtain, region", fr. base

*p(e)lag-, */;(f)'^?-, enlargement of base *p(e)ld-,

*p{e)l-, 'spread out, flat', whence L. pldnus,

'level, flat'. See plain, adj., and words there re-

ferred to; and cp. esp. Pelasgic. For the ending

see adj. suff. -ic.

pelago-, combining form denoting the sea. —
Gk. TTEXayo-, fr. TT^Xayoi;, 'sea'. See prec. word.

Pelargonium, n., a genus of plants (hot.) —
— ModL., fr. Gk. rreXapyo;, 'stork', which

stands for 'TiEXa-fapyoi;, Ut. 'blackish white'.

The first element of this word is rel. to ::eXi6i;,

'livid', TcsXXo?, 'dark-colored, dusky', ttoXioi;,

'gray', and cogn. with L. pallere, 'to be pale',

pallor, 'paleness', OE. fealo, 'dull-colored, yel-

low, yellowish red, brown'. See fallow, 'brown-

ish yellow', and words there referred to and cp.

esp. Pellaea. For the second element see argent.

Pelasgian, adj., of the Pelasgi; n., one of the Pe-

lasgi. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Pelasgius,

fr. Gk. IleXixCTyioi;, 'of the Pelasgi', fr. IleXau-
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yoi, 'the Pelasgi', a prehistoric people of
Greece and Asia Minor. The name IlzXtxcsyol

prob. stands for *neXay-(Txoi, fr. Tr^Xayo?,

'sea', and orig. meant 'seamen'. See pelagic.

Pelasgic, adj., Pelasgian. — L. Pelasgicus, fr. Gk.
nsXacryiK^i;, 'of the Pelasgi', fr. WzKctayoL
See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

pelerine, n., a woman's cape.— V. pelerine, 'cape,

mantle, tippet', prop. fem. of pelerin, 'pilgrim',

fr. Late L. pelegrinus, dissimilated form of L.

peregrinus, 'foreigner, stranger'. See pilgrim.

Peleus, n., a king of the Myrmidons and father of
Achilles by the sea nymph Thetis (Greek my-
thol.)— L. Peleus, fr. Gk. IlvjXsui;, which is prob.
rel. to TtiiXXEtv, 'to wield, brandish, swing', and
prop, means 'he who brandishes the spear'. See
polemic,

pelf, n., money, wealth. — ME. pelfer, fr. MF.
pelfre. See pilfer.

Pelias, n., a son of Poseidon (Greek mythol.) —
L. Pelids, fr. Gk. IleXiai;, which prob. means
lit. 'the gray one', and is rel. to 7r£Xi6i;, 'livid'.

See fallow, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

pelican, n. — Late L. pelicdnus, pelecdnus, fr.

Gk. TieXexav, 'pelican', fr. TziXzy.\>c„ 'ax', which,
together with Ol. paras lifi, pdrsufi, 'hatchet', de-

rives fr. Akkad. pilaqgu, 'ax'.

pelisse, n., a long coat.— F., fr. VL. pellicia (scil.

\estis), '(garment) of skin', fem. of pellicius, 'of

skin', which derives fr. L. pellis, 'skin'. See fell,

'hide', and words there referred to and cp. esp.

surplice,

pelite, n., rock of clay and quartz (petrogr.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. n7]X6i;,

'clay, mud'. See pelo-.

Derivative: pelil-ic, adj.

pell, n., skin. — ME. pel, fr. OF. pel (F. peau), fr.

L. pellem, ace. ofpellis, 'skin'. See pellicle.

Pellaea, n., a genus of plants, the cliff brake (bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. TtsXXoc, 'dark-colored, dus-
ky", which is rel. to tteXioi;, 'livid'. See Pelar-

goniimi.

pellagra, n., a chronic disease caused by a defi-

ciency of nicotine acid in the diet. — It., a hy-
brid coined fr. L. pellis, 'skin', and Gk. aypa,
'a catching, seizure'. See fell, 'hide', and chiragra.

Derivatives: pellagr-ic, pellagr-ous, adjs.

pellet, n., a small ball. — ME. pelote, pelet, fr.

OF. (= F.) pelote, 'ball', fr. VL. *pilotta, dimin.
of L. pila, 'ball' (hence lit. meaning 'ball of hair'),

which is rel. to pilus, 'hair'. See pile, 'hair', and
cp. pelota.

Derivatives : pe//e/, tr. v., pellet-ed, adj.

pelletierine, n., a liquid alkaloid (chem.) —
Named after the French chemist Bertrand Pelle-

tier (1761-97).

pellicle, n., a thin skin, a membrane. — MF.
pellicle (F. pellicule), fr. L. pellicula, dimin. of
pellis, 'skin, hide', which stands for *pel-nis and
is cogn. with Gk. Tr^XXa (prob. for 'TrEX-va),

'wooden bowl, milk pail' (the orig. meaning
prob. was 'a vessel made of skin'), ON. Jjall,

'skin', OE. fell, 'hide, skin'. See fell, 'hide', and
-cle and cp. pelta. Cp. also paillasse.

pellicular, adj., pertaining to, or forming, a pel-

licle. — Formed with adj. suff. -ar fr. L. pellis,

'skin'. See prec. word.

pellitory, n., a small plant growing on walls (Pa-

rietaria officinalis). — Lit. 'the wall plant' ; dis-

similated fr. ME. paritorie, fr. OF. paritaire

(F. parietaire), fr. L. parietdria, 'pellitory'. See
parietary.

pellitory, n., pyrethrum (bot.) — Fr. earlier pele-

tyr, fr. ME. peletre, which was dissimilated fr.

OF. peritre, piretre, fr. L. pyrethrum, fr. Gk.
Tiupefl-pov, 'feverfew', which is rel. to Ttup, 'fire',

JtupETo?, 'fever'. See Pyrethrum and cp. words
there referred to.

pell-mell, adv., confusedly. — F. pile-mele, fr.

OF. pesle-mesle, a var. of mesle-mesle, redupli-

cation of the imper. of mesler (F. meler), 'to

mix', fr. VL. *misculdre, fr. L. miscere, of s.m.

See meddle, mix.

pellucid, adj., transparent, translucent. — L.

pellucidus, 'transparent', for *perlucidus, fr.

perlucere, 'to shine through', fr. per- and lucere,

'to shine'. See lucid and cp. translucent.

Derivatives: pellucid-ity, n., pellucid-ly, adv.,

pellucid-ness, n.

pelmet, n., valance over a door or window.— See

palmette.

pelo-, combining form meaning 'mud, clay'. —
Gk. TtrjXo-, fr. iirikdq, which is prob. cogn.

with Arm. shalax, 'mud, mire', OSlav. kala, of
s.m. Cp. pelite.

pelon, adj., hairless (Sp. America) — Sp. pelon,

fr. pelo, 'hair', fr. L. pilus. See pile, 'hair'.

Pelops, n., the father of Tantalus (Greek mythol.)

— L. Pelops, fr. Gk. Il^XotJy, which is of uncer-

tain origin.

peloria, n., abnormal regular development in

normally irregular flowers (bot.) — ModL.,fr.
Gk. 7r£Xtopoi;, 'monstrous', fr. TiEXtop, 'portent,

prodigy, monster', an Aeolic var. of TsXtop,

'great, long", which is dissimilated fr. *T^pu>p,

fr. TEpa?, 'sign, wonder". See terato-. For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

pelota, n., a Basque ball game. — Sp. pelota,

'ball', fr. VL. *pilotta, fr. L. pila, 'ball'. See
pellet,

pelt, n., skin. — Back formation fr. peltry (q.v.)

pelt, tr. and intr. v., to strike. — ME. pelten, fr.

OF. peloter, 'to strike with a ball' (whence F.

peloter, 'to wind something into a ball; to treat

roughly"), fr. pelote, 'ball'. See pellet and cp.

pelota.

Derivatives :/)e/f, n.,pelt-er, tr. and intr. v., pelt-

er-er, n.

pelta, n., a small, light shield (Greek antiq.)— L.,

fr. Gk. tteX-tt;, which is rel. to -eX-jia, 'sole of
the foot', and cogn. with L. pellis (for *pel-nis),

'skin'. See pellicle and cp. the next four words.
Derivatives : peltast (q.v.), peltate (q.v.), pelt-ate-

ly, adv., pelt-ation, n.



peltast

peltast, n., a soldier armed with a pelta {Greek

antiq.) — Glc. TtsAxaaT^i;, lit. 'one carrying a

pelta', fr. ttIXtt). See prec. word and -ast.

Peltandra, n., a genus of plants, the arrow arum

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. tt^Xttj

(see pelta) and avirjp, gen. dvSpAi;, 'man', which

is used in botany in the sense of 'stamen' (see

andro-); so called in allusion to the shape of the

stamen.

peltate, adj., having the stalk attached' to the

lower surface (said of a leaf) (bot.) — Lit.

'shield-shaped', fr. L. peltdtus, 'armed with a

pelta', fr. pelta. See pelta and adj. suff. -ate.

Peltigera, n., a genus of lichens (fto?.)—A ModL.
hybrid lit. meaning 'shield-bearer', formed fr.

Gk. TTsXTrj, 'shield' (see pelta), and L. gerere, 'to

bear, carry' (see gerent) ; so called in allusion to

its scutiform apothecia. The correct form would

be Peltophora (fr. Gk. tt^Xty], 'shield', and

-(fhfioq, from the stem ofmepsLv, 'to bear, carry').

pelting, adj., paltry (archaic). — See paltry, adj.

Derivative: pelting-ly, adv.

peltry, n. — ME., fr. AF. pelterie, corresponding

to OF. peletrie (F. pelletrie), 'fur skins, peltry',

fr. OF. peletier (F. pelletier), 'furrier', fr. pel (F.

peau), 'skin', fr. L. pellis. See pellicle and cp.

pelta. Cp. also pelt, 'skin', which is a back for-

mation fr. peltry. For the ending see suff. -ry.

pelvi-, also pelvo-, combining form denoting the

pelvis. — Fr. L. pelvis. See pelvis.

pelvic, adj., pertaining to, or connected with, the

pelvis. — Irregularly formed fr. L. pelvis (see

next word) with adj. suff. -ic.

pelvis, n., the basinlike cavity in the lower part of

the trunk (anat. and zool.) — L. pelvis, 'basin,

laver', for *pelo^is; cogn. with Ol. pdlavl,

'yesseV,palafi, 'spittoon', Gk. TirjXy]^, 'helmet',

TtsXixy^, TT^Xi^, 'goblet, bowl', but OSlav. pola,

'bucket' and L. pellis, 'skin, hide', are not cog-

nate.

pelvo-, combining form. — See pelvi-.

Pembroke table, also Pembroke.— So called after

Pembroke, the capital of Pembrokeshire in

Wales.

pemmjcan, n., dried lean meat pounded into a

paste with fat and pressed into cakes. — From
N. American Indian (Cree) pimecan, fr. pimiy,

'fat'.

pemphigoid, adj., resembling pemphigus. —
Compounded of pemphigus and Gk. -0£iS^,i;,

'like', fr. sISoi;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

pemphigus, n., skin disease characterized by wa-

tery vesicles (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. Trcpt-

9i5, gen. Tisijuyiyo;, 'blister, bubble', from the

imitative base *bamb-, *bhambh-, 'to swell',

whence also 7ro|jitp6c, 'blister', 7:0(^96X1)5, 'water

bubble, bubble'. The name pemphigus was first

applied to this disease by Sauvages (1706-67).

Derivative; pemphig-ous, adj.

pen, n., enclosure for animals. — ME. penne, fr.

OE. penn, which is rel. to LG. penn, 'peg, pin',

pennen, 'to bolt a gate', and to OE. pinn, 'pin'.
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See pin, 'peg', and cp. pin, 'to enclose in a pen'.

Derivative: pen, tr. v.

pen, n., a female swan. — Of unknown origin.

pen, n., 1) feather; 2) writing instrument.— ME,
penne, fr. MF. penne, fr. L. penna, 'feather',

which stands for *pet-nd and is cogn. with OI,

pdtram, 'wing, feather', Gk. Tirxspov, 'wing',

OSlav. pero, 'pen', OJ^.fjodr, OE. feder, 'feath-

er'. See feather and words there referred to and

cp. esp. pennate, panache, panne. Cp. also pinna,

'leaf.

Derivative : pen, tr. v.

penal, adj., 1) pertaining to punishment; 2) liable

to punishment. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) penal,

fr. L.poendlis, 'of punishment', {r. poena, 'pun-

ishment', fr. Gk. TToiVY], 'bloodmoney, fine,

penalty, punishment', which stands for *q^oind-

and derives fr. I.-E. base *q^ei-, *q"i-, 'to res-

pect, consider, honor, pay, expiate, punish',

whence also Gk. Tieiv, 'to esteem, honor, value',

Tl(j,Tj, 'price, worth, honor, esteem, respect',

Ttvetv, 'to pay a price, punish, take vengeance',

Tiaie, 'payment, punishment, vengeance', OI.

cinoti, cdyati, 'observes, notices, perceives', cdy-

ate, 'revenges', Avestic kdy-, 'to requite, be

fined', kaend, 'punishment, vengeance', OSlav.

cena, 'honor, price', ceniti, 'to estimate, value',

kajati s^, 'to repent', Lith. kdina, 'value, price'.

Cp. pain. Cp. also impunity, pine, v., Poinae,

punish, subpoenal, timocracy, Timothy, Tlsi-

phone, xenotime. Cp. also Pinnotheres, synteresis.

Derivatives
:
/!e/?a/-u^ n., penal-ize, tr. v., penal-

iz-ation, n., penal-ly, adv., penalty (q.v.)

penality, n., the character of being penal. — F.

penalite. See penalty.

penalty, n. — F. penality, fr. ML. poendlitdtem,

ace. of poendlitds, fr. L. poendlis, 'of punish-

ment', fr. poena, 'punishment'. See penal and -ty

and cp. penality, which is a doublet oipenalty.

penance, n., repentance. — ME. penaunce, fr.

OF. peneance, penaance, fr. L. paenitentia, 're-

pentance'. See penitence, which is a scholarly

doublet oi penance.

penates, n. pi., household gods {Roman mythol.)

—
• L. penates, lit. 'gods of the inside of the

house', rel. to penitus, 'within', penes, 'near',

penus, 'the innermost part of a temple of Vesta',

penetrdre, 'to enter'. Cp. penetrate.

pence, n. — PI. of penny.

penchant, n., inclination, taste. — F., prop. pres.

part, ofpencher, 'to incline, bend, slope', fr. VL.

*pendicdre, freq. formed fr. L.pendere, 'to hang'.

See pendant.

pencil, n. — ME. pencel, fr. MF. pincel (F. pin-

ceau), 'a painter's brush', fr. OF. pincel, of s.m.,

fr. VL. 'penicellus, for L. penicillus, 'little tail',

dimin. of peniculus, 'brush, painter's brush or

pencil', itself dimin. ofpenis, 'tail, male organ of

generation'; see penis. For the sense develop-

ment of pencil, it should be borne in mind that

formerly small brushes were used for writing.

Cp. penicil and penicillin.
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Derivatives: pencil, tr. v., pencil(l)-ed, adj.,

pencil{l)-ler, n., pencil{[)-ing, n., pencil-ry, n.

pendant, n., a hanging ornament. — ME. pen-

daunt, fr. MF. (= F.) pendant, prop. pres. part,

of pendre, fr. VL. pendere, for L. pendere, 'to

hang, hang down', which is rel. to L. pendere,

lit. 'to cause to hang down, hold in suspension',

whence 'to weigh, weigh out; to value, esteem',

and to pondus, gen. ponderis, 'weight'. The ori-

gin of these Latin words is doubtful. Cp. pendent.

Cp. also append, appendant, appendix, compen-

diimi, compensate, depend, dependence, dispense,

expend, expense, Filipendula, impend, indepen-

dent, painter, 'rope', pansy, penchant, pendulous,

pendulum, pensile, pension, pensive, penthouse,

perpendicular, peseta, peso, poise, ponder and

words there referred to, imund, 'a weight', pre-

pense, propend, prepense, recompense, spend,

stipend, suspend, suspense, suspension, vilipend.

For the ending ofpendant see suff. -ant.

pendency, n. — Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.

pendent, adj., hanging; n., a pendant. — Orig.

spelled pendant, fr. OF. pendaunt, pendant (F.

pendant), pres. part, of pendre, 'to hang'. See

pendant.

pendentive, n. {archil.) — F. pendentif, fr. L.

pendens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of pendere, 'to

hang". See pendant and -ive.

pending, adj. and prep.— Formed on analogy of

F. pendant, "during', lit. 'hanging', fr. pendre, 'to

hang". See pendant and adj. suff. -ing.

pendragon, n., chief leader. — Compounded of

W. penn, head', and E. dragon. Cp. pennill and

the first element in penguin.

Derivative: pendragon-ish, adj.

pendular, adj., 1) pertaining to a pendulum; 2)

resembling the movement of a pendulum. — F.

pendulaire. fr. pendule, 'pendulum'. See pendu-

lum and adj. suff". -ar.

pendulate, intr. v., to swing like a pendulum; to

be undecided. — Formed with verbal suff. -ate

fr. L. pendulus, 'hanging down', fr. pendere, 'to

hang". See pendant.

pendule, p., I) something pendulous; 2) a pen-

dulum; a timepiece having a pendulum. — In

sense I, fr. L. pendulus; see pendulous; in sense

2, fr. F. pendule, which also derives fr. L.

pendulus.

penduline, adj., pendulous. — F. penduline, fr. L.

pendulus, 'hanging down". See next word and

-ine (representing L. -inus).

pendulous, adj., hanging loosely, swinging. — L.

pendulus, 'hanging down', fv. pendere, 'to hang".

See pendant. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

pendulum, n. — ModL., prop, neuter of the L.

aiX)ac\\\e pendulus, 'hanging'; introduced by the

Enghsh physicist Robert Boyle (1627-91). See

pendant.

Penelope, n., name of the faithful wife of Odys-

seus. — L., fr. Gk. nif)vsX6inf], IlTjvsXdTieia,

peninsula

which is rel. to TTTivr), 'thread on the bobbin',

TCTJvoi;, Dor. Ttavo?, 'web', and cogn. with L.

pannus, 'cloth, garment'. See pawn, 'plegde', and

cp. pane.

Derivative: Penelope-an, adj.

penetrability, n.— F. penetrability, fr. penetrable.

See next word and -ity.

penetrable, adj. — F. penetrable, fr. L. penetrdbi-

lis, 'penetrable', fr. penetrdre. See penetrate and

-able.

Derivatives: penetrable-ness, n., penetrabl-y,

adv.

penetralia, n. pi., the innermost parts of a place.

— L. penetralia, pi. of penetrdle, 'inner part

(especially of a building)', fr. penetrdre. See

penetrate.

penetrant, adj. andn.— F. penetrant, pres. part.

of penetrer, 'to penetrate', fr. L. penetrdre. See

next word and -ant.

penetrate, tr. and intr. v. — L. penetrdtus, pp. of

penetrdre, 'to go into, enter, pierce, penetrate',

fr. penitus, 'within', which is rel. to penes, 'near',

penates, 'household gods'. Cp. penates. For the

ending see verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: penetrat-ing, adj., penetrat-ing-ly,

adv., penetrat-ing-ness, n.

penetration, n. — L. penetrdtid, gen. -onis, 'an

entering into, piercing, penetrating', fr. penetrd-

tus, pp. of penetrdre. See prec. word and -ion.

penetrative, adj.— ME., fr. MF. (= ¥ .) penetratif

(fem. penetrative), fr. ML. penetrdtivus, fr. L.

penetrdre. See penetrate and -ive.

Derivatives: penetrative-ly, adv., penetrative-

ness, n.

pengo, n., the former Hungarian currency unit.

— Hung., prop. pres. part, of pengeni, 'to ring,

sound', which is prob. of imitative origin.

penguin, n. — Compounded of W. pen, 'head',

and gwyn, 'white'. The name orig. denoted the

garefowl (also called the great auk), in allusion

to the large white patch between the bill and the

eye of this bird, now extinct. For the first ele-

ment cp. pennill and the first element in pen-

dragon, for the second see gwyniad.

penial, adj., pertaining to the penis. — Sec penis

and -iai.

penicil, n., a bundle of hair {bot. and zool.) — L.

penicillus, 'small brush', dimin. of peniculus,

'brush, painter's brush'. See pencil.

Derivatives : penicill-ate, adj
. ,
penicill-at-ed, adj

.

,

penicill-ate-ly, adv., penicill-ation, n.

penicillin, n. — Coined by the English bacteriol-

ogist Sir Alexander Fleming (bom in 1881) in

1929 fr. Peniclllium and suff. -in.

Penicillium, n., a genus of mold {bot.) — ModL.,

fr. L. penicillus or penicillum, 'painter's brush'

(see pencil); so called because the Penicillium

develops organs resembling a brush.

peninsula, n. — L. paeninsula, lit. 'almost an

island', fr. paene, 'nearly, almost', and insula,

'island'. The first element is rel. to paenitere, 'to

cause to repent', paenitet me, 'it causes me to



penis

repent', i.e. 'I repent' ; see penitent. For the sec-

ond element see insular and cp. isle.

Derivatives: peninsul-ar, adj. and n., peninsul-

ar-ity, n., peninsul-ate, tr. v.

penis, n., the male organ of generation. — L.

penis, 'tail, penis', for *pes-nis; cogn. with OI.

pdsas-, 'penis', Gk. 7tE0<;, TtiadY], of s.m., OE.

fsesl, 'progeny, offspring', ON. fosull, OHG.
fazel, of s.m., MHG. vasel, G. Fasel, 'young of

animals, brood'. Cp. pencil, penicil, penicillin,

penitence, n. — ME., fr. OF. penitence, fr. L.

paenitentia, poenitentia, 'penitence', h.paenitens

poenitens. See next word and -ce and cp.

penance, which is a doublet oi penitence.

penitent, adj. and n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.)

penitent, fr. L. paenitentem, poenitentem, ace. of

paenitens, poenitens, pres. part, of paenitere,

poenitere, 'to cause to repent', paenitet (poenitet)

me, 'it causes me to repent', i.e. 'I repent'. L.

paenitere is a derivative of paene, 'nearly, al-

most'. (The spelling ;joenife/, etc., is due to the

influence of L. poena, 'punishment', to which,

however, paenitet is not related.) L. paene de-

rives fr. I.-E. base *pe-, *p'-, 'to damage, injure,

hurt', whence also h.pati, 'to suifer'. See patient

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative : penitent-ly, adv.

penitential, adj. — ML. paenitentialis, 'pertain-

ing to penitence', fr. L. paenitentia. See prec.

word and -ial.

Derivative : penitential-ly, adv.

penitential, n., book of rules for penance. — ML.
paenitentidle, prop. neut. of the did], paenitentia-

lis, used as a noun. See penitential, adj.

penitentiary, adj. pertaining to penance. — ML.
poenitentidrius, fr. L. paenitentia, poenitentia,

'penitence'. See penitent and adj. sufif. -ary.

penitentiary, n., la) in the R.C.Ch., an officer

empowered to rule in cases of conscience; b) in

the R.C.Ch., the office or dignity of a peniten-

tiary ; 2) a prison in which convicts are held for

punishment and reformation. — In sense 1 a) fr.

ML. poenitentidrius, n., fr. poenitentidrius, adj.

(see penitentiary, adj.); in senses lb) and 2) fr.

ML. poenitenliaria, prop. fern, of the adj. poeni-

tentidrius.

penna, n., feather izool.) — L., 'feather'. See pen,

'feather'.

pennant, n., a pennon.— Prob. a blend of pennon

and pendant. Cp. Sp. pendon, 'pennant'.

pennate, pennated, adj., winged. — L. penndtus,

'winged', fr. penna. See pen, 'feather', and adj.

suff. -ate.

penniferous, adj., bearing feathers.— Compound-

ed of L. penna, 'feather', and ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See pen, 'feather', and -ferous.

penniform, adj., having the form of a feather. —
Compounded of L. penna, 'feather' and forma,

'form, shape'. See pen, 'feather', and form, n.

pennlll, n., improvised verse. — W., fr. penn,

'head'. Cp. th'e first element in pendragon and in

penguin.
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pennon, n., a long, narrow triangular or swallow-

tailed flag. — ME., fr. MF. penon, fr. pene,

'feather', fr. L. penna. See pen, 'feather', and cp.

pennant.

Derivative: /)enno«-ei/, adj.

pennoncel, pennoncelle, n. — Dimin. of prec.

word.

penny, n. — ME. peni, fr. OE. penig, pening, pen-

ding, rel. to OS. pending, ON. penningr, Swed.

panning, Dan. penge, OFris. panning, MDu.
Pennine, Du. penning, OHG. pfenning, pfenting,

MHG. pfenninc, pfennic, G. Pfennig. These

words have prob. been borrowed fr. L. pannus,

'piece of cloth', and arose in a time when pieces

of cloth were used instead of money; see B.

Schier in Beitrage zur Geschichte der deutschen

Sprache und Literatur, 72, 311 ff. For the ety-

mology of L. pannus see pawn, 'pledge", and cp.

words there referred to.

pennyroyal, n., a plant of the mint family. — Fr.

earlier pulyol ryal, fr. OF. puliol (F. pouliot),

'thyme', and royal, 'kingly, royal'. OF. puliol

derives fr. VL. *piilegiolum, dimin. of L. pUle-

gium, pUleium, 'pennyroyal', which is of uncer-

tain origin. The connection of L. pulegium with

pulex, 'flea' (cp. B.fleabane) is folk etymology.

pennywort, n. — Compounded of penny and

wort,

penology, n., the study of the prevention and

punishment of crime. — Lit. 'study of punish-

ment'; compounded of Gk. -oivvj, 'punish-

ment', and -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See penal and -logy.

Derivatives: penolog-ic, penolog-ic-al, adjs.,

penolog-ist, n.

penroseite, n., a selenide of lead, copper and

nickel {mineral.) — Named after the American

geologist R. A. F. Penrose (1863-1931). For the

ending see subst. suff. -Ite.

pensile, adj., hanging down, suspended. — L.

pensilis, 'hanging down', fr. pensus, pp. of pen-

dere, 'to hang'. See pendant and -ile.

Derivatives: pensile-ness, n., pensil-ity, n.

pension, n., payment. — ME. pensioun, fr. MF.
(= ¥.) pension, fr. h. pensidnem, ace. oC pensid,

'weight, payment', fr. pensus, pp. ofpendere, 'to

pay'. See pendant and -ion.

Derivatives: pension, tr. v., pension-able, adj.,

pension-ary, adj., pension-less, adj.

pension, n., boardinghouse. — F. pension. See

prec. word.

pensionary, n. — ML. pensiondrius, fr. L. pensid,

gen. -dnis. See pension and adj. suff. -ary.

pensioner, n. — OF. (= F.) pensionnier, fr. pen-

sion. See pension and agential suff. -er.

pensive, adj., sadly thoughtful. — ME. pensif, fr.

OF. (= F.) pensif, fr. penser, 'to think", fr. L.

pensdre, 'to weigh out carefully, ponder, exam-

ine', freq. oipendSre, 'to weigh'. See pendant and

-ive and cp. pansy.

Derivatives: pensive-ly, adv., pensive-ness, n.
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Penstemon, n. — Inexact var. of Pentstemon.

penstock, n., sluice, gate, floodgate. — Com-
pounded of pen, 'enclosure', and stock.

pent, adj., kept in, confined. — A var. spelling of

penned, pp. ofpen, 'to enclose'. See pen, 'enclo-

sure'.

penta-, before a vowel pent-, combining form
meaning 'five'.— Gk. TtEV-rot-, tcevt-, fr. tcevte,

'five' (the a in TtEvxa- is due to the analogy of

ETTTa-, 'seven-', Evvsa-, 'nine-', Sexk-, 'ten-');

rel. to Aeol. tlepltte, 'five', whence Ks^i.na.'C.zi^,

'to count on the five fingers, to count by fives'.

See five and cp. words there referred to.

pentacle, n., a symbolic figure (usually a penta-

gram) used in magic.— ML. pentaculum, 'sym-

bolic figure, pentagram', a hybrid coined fr.

penta- and L. dimin. suff". -culum (see -cule).

pentacular, adj., pertaining to a pentacle. —
Formed with suff. -ar fr. ML. pentaculum. See

prec. word.

pentad, n., 1) the number five; 2) a group of five

things; 3) a period of five years. — Gk. ttevtcc?,

gen. TCEVTaSoG, 'group of five', fr. tcevte, 'five'.

See penta- and -ad.

pentadactyl, pentadactyle, adj., having five fingers

or toes.— Gk. ^EVTaSaxTuXo?, 'with five fingers

or toes', compounded of TCEvxa- (see penta-) and
SxxT'jXoc, 'finger'. See dactyl.

Derivatives : pentadactyl-ate, pentadactyl-ous,

adjs.

pentagon, n., a plane figure with five angles and
five sides (geom.) — L. pentagdnum, fr. Gk.
TCEVTotYiovov, neut. of the adj. TiEVTdtyojvoc, lit.,

'five-cornered', which is compounded of TiEvxa-

(see penta-) and -vmvo?, from the stem of yw-
via, 'angle'. See -gon.

Derivatives: pentagon-al, adj., pentagon-at-ly,

adv.

pentagram, n., a five-pointed star. — Gk. ttev-

-:6.^-^y.\x\xrj'K neuter of the adj. 7rEVTd(vpa[ji.tJ.o;,

'formed with five lines', fr. TiEvra- (see penta-),

'five', and Ypxjxuir;, 'line', which is related to

ypaij.;ia. 'that which is written, a written char-

acter". See -gram.

pentahedral, adj.—See next word and adj. suff". -al.

pentahedron, n., a solid figure having five faces

(geom.) — ModL., compounded of penta- and
Gk. sSpa. 'seat; base, side, face'. See -hedron.

pentamerous, adj., consisting of five parts —
Compounded of penta- and Gk. jJ.£po;, 'part'.

See -merous.

pentameter, n., a verse of five metrical feet (pros.)

— L. pentameter, fr. Gk. TiEvxafiETpoi;, '(a verse)

having five measures', fr. Trrv-a- (see penta-) and
[jLExpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm',

and cp. hexameter.

pentameter, adj., having five metrical feet (pros.)

— See prec. word.

pentane, n., any of three hydrocarbons (CjHjj) of

the methane series (chem.) — Formed fr. pent-

with suff. -ane; so called because its molecule

contains five carbon atoms.

pentarchy, n., a government by five rulers. —
Compounded of penta- and Gk. -ap^Ca, fr.

apx6?, 'leader, chief, ruler'. See -archy.

Derivative : pentarch-ic-al, adj.

pentastich, n., a stanza or poem consisting of five

verses. — Gk. ttevtc^cttixoi;, 'of five verses', fr.

TTSVTa- (see penta-) and axtxoc, 'row, line'. See

acrostic and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : pentastich-ous, adj., pentastich-y, n.

pentastyle, n. — Lit. 'having five columns'; com-
pounded of penta- and Gk. crxGXoi;, 'column'.

See style, 'gnomon'.

Pentateuch, n., the first five books of the Bible.—
L. pentateuchus, fr. Gk. ttevxixxeuxoi; (PipXoq),

'(collection of) five books', compounded of
TTEVxa- (see penta-) and xeuxo?> 'tool, imple-

ment', later 'book', which is rel. to xeijxeiv, 'to

make ready, construct, fashion', xuxt), 'fortune,

fate, providence', and cogn. with Goth, dugan,

OE. dugan, 'to avail, be of use, be strong'. See

doughty and cp. dow, 'to be able'. Cp. also

Tyche and the second element in Hexateuch,

Heptateuch, Octateuch.

pentathlon, n., an athletic contest in which each

competitor takes part in five events. — Gk.
jt^xai>Xov, fr. TtEvxa- (see penta-) and S^Xov,

'prize of contest', which is rel. to SftXoi;, 'con-

test'. See athlete.

pentavalent, adj., quinquevalent (chem.) — A
hybrid coined fr. Gk. TCEvxa- (see penta-) and L.

valens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of valere, 'to have

power' (see -valent). The correct form is quinque-

valent (fr. L. quinque, 'five', and valens, 'having

power').

penteconta-, combining form meaning 'fifty'. —
Fr. Gk. TtEVTYjKovxa, 'fifty'; cp. OI. pancdsat,

Avestic pancasat m. Arm. yisun, L. quinqudgin-

td, Olr. cdica, 'fifty'. Gk. 7tEvxy)xovxa is formed

fr. 7r£vx£, 'five' (see penta-), and -xovxa, a suff.

denoting tens (cp. xpta-xovxot, 'thirty', xEcraa-

pa-zovxa, 'forty', etc.) This suff. is cogn. with L.

-ginti (in vi-ginti, 'twenty'), -gintd (in tri-gintd,

'thirty', quadrd-gintd, 'forty", etc.) Gk. suff.

-xovxa and L. suff. -ginti, -gintd, stand for I.-E.

*komt-, *kmi-), and are cogn. with Gk. Ssxa,

L. decern, 'ten' (for I.-E. *dekm-), and with Gk.
kxa-ov, L. centum, 'hundred' [for I.-E. *kmtdm,

fr. *(d)kmtdm]. See ten, hundred and cp. trigin-

tal, quadragenarian, quinquagenary, sexagenary,

scptuagenary, Septuagint. Cp. also next word.

Pentecost, n. — Eccles. L. pentecoste, fr. Gk.
TCEVxTjXOCTTTi (scil. 7;[i£pa), 'the fiftieth (day)',

fern, of TrEvxTiZotJTo;, fr. TTEvxTjxovxa, 'fifty',

fr. TrivxE, 'five' (see penteconta-); so called be-

cause Shabuoth (the Feast of Weeks) is observ-

ed on the fiftieth day after the second day of the

Passover. See Lev. 23 : 16. Cp. Pinkster.

Derivative: Pentecost-al, adj.

pentene, n., either of two hydrocarbons (C^H^^)

of the ethylene series (chem.) — Formed fr.

pent- with suff. -ene; so called because its mol-
ecule contains five carbon atoms.



Penthorum

Penthorum, n., a genus of plants, the ditch stone-

crop (bot.) — ModL., compounded of penta-

and Gk. opo?, 'boundary, limit, mark' (see

horizon); so called in allusion to the quinary

order of the flower.

penthouse, n. — Folk-etymological alteration of

earlier pentice, fr. UB.. pentis, fr. OF. apentis (F.

appentis), fr. VL. *appenditlcium, fr. *appenditus,

fr. L. appensus, pp. of appendere, 'to hang on

something', fr. ad- and pendere, 'to hang'. See

pendant and cp. appendix.

pentose, n., a general name for a group of sugars

whose molecule contains five carbon atoms

(cAem.)— Formed fr. pent- with subst. suff. -ose.

Pentothal Sodium, trade-mark name for an an-

esthetic and hypnotic. — Coined fr. pento- for

penta- (in allusion to the methylbutyl five-car-

bon group) , the first two letters of thiobarbiturate

and adj. suff. -al.

Pentstemon,n., a genus of plants, the beardtongue

(hot.) — ModL., lit. 'having five stamens', fr.

penta- and Gk. ori] [xwv, 'warp', used in the sense

of stamen. See stamen.

penult, n. — Abbreviation of next word.

penultima, n. — L. paenultima (soil, syllaba), 'last

(syllable) but one', lit. 'almost last', fr. L. paene,

'almost', and ultimus, 'last'. See penitence and

ultima.

Derivative: penuUim-ate, adj.

penumbra, n., partial shadow outside the com-

plete shadow of a body, as in an eclipse. —
ModL., coined by the German astronomer

Johannes Kepler (1571-1630) fr. L. paene, 'al-

most', and umbra, 'shade'. See penitent and

umbra.

Derivatives: penumbr-al, penumbr-ous, adjs.

penurious, adj., 1) needy; 2) parsimonious. —
ML. penuriosus, fr. L. penuria. See next word

and -ous.

Derivatives: penurious-ly, adv., penurious-ness,

n.

penury, n., extreme poverty. — ME., fr. MF. (=

F.)penurie, fr. h. penuria, paenuria, 'want, need',

which is rel. to paene, 'nearly, almost'. See

penitent.

peon, n., in Sp. America, an agricultural laborer;

in India, a footsoldier; a native policeman. —
Sp. peon, 'footsoldier', fr. L. pedonem, ace. of

pedo, of s.m. See 1st pawn.

Derivatives: peon-age, n., peon-ism, n.

peony, n., a plant with large pink or white flow-

ers ; formerly used in medicine.— ME. piony, fr.

OF. peonie (F. pivoine), fr. L. paeonia, fr. Gk.

Tratfovia, prop. fem. of :rai(ivto;, 'belonging to

Paeon, medicinal healing', fr. Ilaitov, the god of

medicine in Gk. mythology. See paean and cp.

Paeonia.

people, n. — ME. peple, poeple, fr. OF. pueble,

pueple (F. peuple), fr. L. populus, which is of

uncertain, possibly Etruscan, origin. Cp. popu-

lace, popular, public, pueblo, depopulate, dis-

people.
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Derivatives: peopl-et, n., peopl-ish, adj.

people, tr. v. — MF. (= F.) peupler, fr. peuple,

'people', fr. OF. pueble, pueple. See people, n.

Derivative : peopl-er, n.

pep, n., energy. — Shortened fr. pepper.

Derivatives : ;)e;), tr. v.,pepp-y, adj., pepp-i-ness,

n.

peperino, n., a light, porous, volcanic rock ipet-

rogr.) — It., fr. pepere, 'pepper', fr. L. piperem,

ace. oi piper (see pepper); so called from the

resemblance of its small grains to peppercorns.

peplos, peplus, n., a large garment worn by women

in ancient Greece. — L. peplus, fr. Gk. r^iizkoq,

'upper garment, mantle', which is of uncertain

etymology.

peplum, n., a peplos ; a short skirt attached to a

blouse or coat. — L., fr. Gk. ttettaoc. See prec.

word.

pepo, n., any fleshy fruit having a firm rind and

many seeds, as the gourd, melon, etc.— L. pepo,

'melon, pumpkin', fr. Gk. TreTrwv, 'a kind of

gourd or melon eaten only when ripe", subst. use

of the adjective Tt^Trtov, 'cooked by the sun, ripe,

soft, sweet', which is rel. to jiloaciv, ttettteiv,

'to soften, ripen, boil, cook', and cogn. with L.

coquere, 'to cook'. See cook and cp. pepsin,

peptic. Cp. also melon.

pepper, n. — ME. peper, piper, fr. OE. pipor, fr.

L. piper, 'pepper', fr. Gk. r.i-r.z^i. ult., through

Persian mediation, fr. OI. pippali, 'berry, pep-

percorn', which is of imitative origin. OFris.

piper, Du. peper, OHG. pfeffar (whence MHG.,

G. pfeffer), It. pepe, OProven?., Catal., Sp. pebre,

F. poivre, OSlav. piprU, Lith. piplras, Olr. pio-

bhar, W. pybyr,pubyr, 'pepper', are all borrowed

fr. L. piper. See papula and cp. paprika, pebrine,

pimpernel, Pipcraceae, piperine, poivrade. Cp.

also pilpul, pipal.

DeiivatWes.: pepper, tr. v., pepper-er, n., pepper-

y, adj.

peppermint, n. — Compounded of pepper and

mint, 'aromatic plant'.

pepsin, n., an enzyme secreted by gastric juices

(biochem.) — G. Pepsin, coined by its discover-

er, the German naturalist Theodor Schwann

(1810-82) in 1835 fr. Gk. 7^i<\>i^. 'cooking;

digestion', fr. totttew, 'to ripen, cook". See pepo

and -in and cp. apepsia, dyspepsia, eupepsia and

the second element in drupe.

Derivative: pepsin-ate, tr. v., to mix or treat

with pepsin.

pepsinogen, n., a zymogen present in the cells of

the gastric glands, from which pepsin is pro-

duced (biochem.) — Lit. 'that which produces

pepsin' ; compounded of prec. word and -gen.

peptic, adj., promoting digestion (biochem.) —
Gk. TiETTTixo?, 'able to digest, promoting diges-

tion or concoction', fr. r.zr.-^oc,. 'cooked', verbal

adj. of TreTtxetv, 'to cook, digest". See pepo and

-ic and cp. pepsin. Cp. also dyspeptic, eupeptic.

peptone, n., a substance formed by the action of

pepsin.— Coined by C. G. Lehmann in 1849 fr.
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Gk. icETTTov, neut. verbal adj. of TreTtTEiv, 'to

cook, digest'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: peplon-ic, adj., pepton-ize, tr. v.,

pepton-iz-ation, n., pepton-iz-er, n.

per, prep., through, by means of. — L. per,

'through, across, over; beyond, by means of,

cogn. with OI. pari, 'around, about, through',

Gk. Ttspt, prep, and adv., 'around, about, be-

yond', Oscanperr, 'through', OSlav. prg-, Russ.

/)ere-, 'through', Lith. per, OPruss.per, 'through',

Olr. air-, er-, ir-, W. ar-, er-, OBret., Co. er-,

pref. denoting intensity, Goth, fair-, OHG. fir-,

MHG., G. ver-, OE.fer-, ^.for-, pref. denoting

detriment or neglect, Goih. fairra, OE.feor, 'far'.

All these words derive fr. I.-E. base *per-,

'through, across, beyond'. This base is identical

with base per-, 'to lead across, drive across, tra-

verse, pierce', whence OI. pardyati, 'he carries

over', piparti, 'he brings over', Gk. Tretpw (for

*TUEp!,ct>), 'I pierce through', ruopo?, 'passage',

L. porta, 'door', partus, 'port, harbor", portdre,

'to carry'. See fore, adv., and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. paradise, Perea, peri-,

peril, peroneal, poligar, port, 'harbor', port,

'gate', port, 'to carry', private and the first ele-

ment in palanquin. Cp. also 2nd par.

per-, pref. representing h.per, 'through'. See prec.

word.

peracid, n. (chem.) — Formed fr. per- and acid.

peracute, adj. — L. peracUtus, 'very sharp'. See

per- and acute.

peradventure, adv. — ME. per aventure, fr. OF.

par aventure; refashioned after the Latin ety-

mons of the French words. See per- and adven-

ture and cp. perchance, perforce, perfume, per-

jure, pertain.

Derivative: peradventure, n.

perai, n., a S. American fresh water fish. — Fr.

Tupi piraya, 'scissors'.

perambulate, tr. v., to walk through or over. —
L. peramhuldtus, pp. ofperambutdre, 'to ramble

through, go through", fr. per- and ambulare, 'to

walk, go'. See amble and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: perambulation (q.v.), perambulator

(q.v.), perambulat-ory, adj. and n.

perambulation, n. — ME. perambulacion, fr. ML.
perambuldtio, gen. -onis, fr. L. peramhuldtus, pp.

of perambuldre. See prec. word and -ion.

perambulator, n., 1) one who perambulates (ar-

chaic); 2) an odometer; 3) a baby carriage. —
ML., 'one who perambulates", fr. L. perambuld-

tus, pp. of perambulare. See perambulate and

agential suff. -or.

Perameles, n., a genus of marsupials (zool.) — A
ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk. -vjpi, 'pouch',

and L. meles, 'martin' or 'badger', which are

both of uncertain origin.

Peramelidae, n. pi. , a family ofmarsupials(zoo/.)

—

Mod L., formed from prec. word with suff. -idae.

percale, n., a kind of fine cotton fabric. — F.,

borrowed fr. Turko-Persian pargald, through

the medium of Hindustani.

percaline, n., glossy kind of fine cotton fabric. —
F., dimin. ofpercale. See prec. word and dimin.

suff. -ine.

perceivable, adj. — ME. perceyvable, fr. percey-

ven. See next word and -able.

Derivatives: perceivabil-ity, n., perceivable-

ness, n., perceivabl-y, adv.

perceive, tr. and intr. v.— ME. perceyven, fr. OF.

perceivre, perceveir (F. percevoir), fr. L. perci-

pere, 'to take possession of, observe, perceive',

lit. 'to take entirely', fr. per- and capere, 'to

catch, seize, take, hold'. See captive and cp.

apperceive, apperception.

Derivatives: perceiv-er, n., perceiv-ing, adj.,

perceiv-ing-ness, a.

per cent. — Shortened fr. L. per centum, 'per

hundred'. See per and cent.

percentable, adj. — Formed fr. per cent with suff.

-able.

Derivative: percentabl-y, adv.

percentage, n. — Formed fr. per cent with suff.

-age.

T)eriv3.ti\e: percentag-ed, adj.

percept, n.— L. perceptum, neut. pp. ofpercipere,

'to take possession of, perceive', fr. per- and

capere (pp. captus), 'to catch, seize, take, hold'.

See perceive. For the change of Latin a (in cap-

tus) to i (in per-ceptus) see accent and cp. words

there referred to.

perceptible, adj. — Late L. perceptibilis, 'percep-

tible', fr. L. perceptus, pp. of percipere. See per-

ceive and -ibie.

Derivatives: perceptibil-ity, n., perceptible-ness,

n., perceptibl-y, adv.

perception, n. —- L. perceptio, gen. -onis, 'a taking,

gathering, collecting', fr. perceptus, pp. of per-

cipere. See perceive and -ion and cp. percept.

Derivatives: perception-al, adj., perception-al-

ism, n., perception-ism, n.

perceptive, adj.— Formed fr. L. perceptus, pp. of

percipere. See perceive and -ive.

Derivatives: perceptive-ly, adv., perceptive-ness,

n., perceptiv-ity, n.

perch, n., pole, bar. — ME. perche, fr. OF. ( = F.)

perche, fr. L. pertica, which is rel. to Oscan

perek, 'pole", Umbr.per/ca/, 'twigs, rods' (ace.)

perch, intr. and tr. v., to sit on a perch. — F.

percher, fr. perche, 'perch'. See prec. word and

cp. perk.

Derivative : perch-er, n.

perch, n., name of an edible freshwater fish. —
ME. perche, fr. OF. (= F.) perche, fr. L. perca,

fr. Gk. TTEpxr,, which is cogn. with L. porcus,

name of a spiny-finned fish, ON.fjorsungr, 'Tra-

chinus draco" (name of a fish). Swed. fdrna,

'bream', OE. forn, OHG. forhana, G. Forelle,

'trout', Mir. ore, 'salmon', fr. I.-E. base *perk-,

*pre1<-, 'speckled, spotted', whence also OI.

Pfsnih, 'speckled, variegated', Gk. Trspy-voi;,

'dark in color' (orig. sense 'speckled, spotted'),

Mir. ere, 'speckled, dark-red', Ir. earc (adj.),

'red, speckled', earc (n.), 'salmon'. Cp. freckle.
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For sense development cp. Russ. pestryj, 'varie-

gated', pestruska, 'trout'. For a possible con-

nection of Gk. Tvepxvo?, 'speckled', with L.

pulcher, 'beautiful', see pulchritude.

perchance, adv. {archaic). — ME. parchaunce, fr.

OF. par, 'by', and cAa«ce; formed with the sub-

stitution of L. per for OF. par. See per and

chance and cp. peradventure and words there re-

ferred to.

Percheron, n., name of a breed of horses. — F.,

fr. Le Perche, name of a district in France fa-

mous for its breed of horses.

perchlorate, n. {chem.) — Formed fr. per- and

chlorate. See chloral and chem. suff. -ate.

perchloric, adj. (chem.) — Formed fr. per- and

chloric. See chloral and adj. suff. -ic.

perchloride, perchlorid, n. (chem.) — Formed fr.

per- and chloride. See chloral and -ide.

percipience, n. — Formed fr. percipient with suff.

-ce.

percipiency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

percipient, adj. and n.— L. percipiens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of percipere. See perceive and -ent.

percoid, adj., belonging to the true perches {ich-

thyol.) — F. perco'ide, compounded of L. perca

(fr. Gk. TCspxiQ ), 'perch', and Gk. -oeiSr)!;, 'like',

fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See perch, the fish, and

-Did.

Derivatives: percoid, r\., percoide-an, adj. and n.

percolate, intr. and tr. v., to filter through. — L.

percoldtiis, pp. of percolare, 'to strain through,

filter, percolate', fr. per- and colore, 'to strain',

which is of uncertain origin. See colander and

cp. words there referred to. For the ending see

verbal suff. -ate.

Deriwatives: percolation (q.y.), percolat-ive, adj.,

percolat-or, n.

percolation, n. — L. percoldtio, gen. -Onis, fr.

percoldtus, pp. of percolare. See prec. word and

-ion.

percurrent, adj. — L. percurrens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, ofpercurrere, 'to run through, traverse", fr.

per- and currere, 'to run". See current.

percuss, tr. v. — L. percussus, pp. ofpercutere, 'to

strike through, pierce, smite", fr. per- and qua-

tere, 'to shake, strike'. See quash, 'to annul", and

cp. discuss.

percussion, n. — L. percussio, gen. -onis, 'a beat-

ing, striking", fr. percussus, pp. of percutere. See

prec. word and -ion.

Denvaiives: percussion, tr. v.,percussion-at, adj.

percussive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

percussus, pp. of percutere. See percuss.

Derivatives: percussive-tv, adv., percussive-ness,

n.

percutaneous, adj., affected through the skin. —
Compounded of per- and cutaneous.

percylite, n., an oxychloride of lead and copper

{mineral.) — Named after the English metal-

lurgist John Percy (lSn-S9). For the ending see

combining form -lite.
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perdition, n., 1) ruin; 2) hell. — ME. perdicioun,

fr. OF. perdicion (F. perdition), fr. L. perditio-

nem, ace. of perditio, 'ruin', fr. perditus, pp. of

perdere, 'to lose, throw away, ruin', fr. per- and

-dere, fr. I.-E. base *dhe-, *dh -, *dho-, 'to place,

put, make', whence also Gk. TtO^svai, 'to place',

h.facere, 'to make, do', OE. don, 'to do'. See do

and -ition.

perdu(e), adj., placed in a dangerous position

(said of a sentry). — Lit. 'lost', fr. F. perdu, fern.

perdue, pp. ofperdre, 'to lose', fr. f^, perdere. See

perdition,

perdurable, adj. — Late L. perdHrdbilis, fr. L.

perdHrdre. See perdure and -able.

Derivatives: perdurabil-ity, n., perdurable-ness,

n., perdurabl-y, adv.

perdure, intr. v., to endure.— Obsol. F. pardurer,

perdurer, 'to harden; to hold out, endure", fr.

per- and L. dUrdre, 'to harden'. See dure, v.

Derivatives: perdurable (q.v.), perdur-ance, n.,

perdur-ant, adj., perdur-ing, adj., perdur-ing-ly,

adv.

pere, n., father. — F., fr. L. patrem, ace. ofpater,

'father'. See father.

Perea, n., name of the region beyond the Jordan.

— Gk. Ilspata (scil. Y^ )^ 'Perea', lit. '(the land)

beyond (the Jordan)', fern, of irspatoi;, fr. rfpa,

'across, beyond', which is rel. to Trepi, prep, and

adv., 'around, about, beyond', and cogn. with

OI. pdrd, 'forth, away, aside', pdrah, 'distant,

remote, far away', Hitt. par(r)anda, 'beyond',

Arm. hefi, 'far', O^caaperum, 'without', Olr. ire,

'farther, that is beyond', OE. feor, 'far', L. per,

'through'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*per-, 'through, across, beyond'. See peri-, per-.

Derivative: Pere-an, adj.

peregrinate, intr. v., to travel; tr. v., to travel

along. — L. peregrindtus, pp. of peregrindri, 'to

travel about', fr. peregrinus, 'foreign'. See pere-

grine.

peregrination, n. — L. peregrindtio, gen. -onis, 'a

traveling about", fr. peregrindtus, pp. ofperegri-

ndri. See prec. word and -ion.

peregrinator, n. — L. peregrindtor, 'one who
travels about', fr. peregrindtus, pp. ofperegrind-

ri. See peregrinate and agential suff. -or.

peregrine, also peregrin, adj., foreign (archaic) —
L. peregrinus, 'foreign', fr. peregre, 'abroad',

prop, 'that which is found outside the Roman
territory (the ager Romanus)', formed fr. per-

and agri, locative of ager, 'field' ; see agrarian

and cp. pilgrim, pelerine. For the change of

Latin a (in dgri) to e (in per-egrinus) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

peregrinity, n., the state of being a foreigner. —
MF. (= F.) peregrinite, fr. L. peregrinitdtem,

ace. of peregrinitds, 'the condition of a foreign-

er", fr. peregrinus. See prec. word and -ity.

peremptory, adj., decisive. — L. peremptorius,

'destructive; decisive, final', fr. peremptus, pp. of

perimere, 'to take away entirely, to destroy', fr.

per- and emere, 'to take". See exempt and cp.
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words there referred to. For the ending see adj.

suff. -cry.

Derivatives: peremptori-ly, adv., peremptori-

ness, n.

perennate, intr. v., to be perennial (bot.) — L.

perenndtus, pp. of perenndre, 'to keep long, to

last for many years', fr. perennis. See next word

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: perennat-ion, n.

perennial, adj., 1) lasting throughout the year; 2)

everlasting. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

perennis, 'lasting the year through', fr. per- and

annus, 'year'; see annual. For the change of

Latin a (in annus) to <? (in per-ennis) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: perennial, n., perennial-ity, n.,

perennial-ize, tr. v., perennial-ly, adv.

perfect, adj. — ME. parfit, fr. OF. parfit (F.

parfait), fr. L. perfectus, pp. of perficere, 'to

bring to an end, to complete', fr. per- anAfacere

(pp. factus), 'to make, do' ; influenced in form

by L. perfectus. For the change of Latin a (in

fdcere, factus) to e (in per-fictus) see accent and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. parfait.

Derivatives; perfect, tr. v., perfect-ed, adj.,

perfect-ed-ly, adv., perfect-er, n.,perfect-ibil-ity,

n., perfect-ible, adj., perfect-ing, n., perfection

(q.v.), perfect-ly, adv., perfect-ness, n.

perfection, n. — ME. perfeccioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

perfection, fr. L. perfectionem, ace. of perfectio,

fr. perfectus, pp. ofperficere. See perfect and -ion.

Derivatives: perfection-ate, tr. v., perfection-

ation, n., perfection-ism, n., perfection-ist, n.,

perfection-ize, tr. v., perfection-ize-ment, n.,

perfection-iz-er, n.

perfective, adv., expressing completion of action

(gram.) — ML. perfectlvus, fr. L. perfectus, pp.

of perficere. See perfect and -ive.

Derivatives: perfective-ly, adv., perfective-ness,

n.

perfervid, adj. — Formed fr. per- and fervid.

Derivatives: perfervid-ity, n., perfervid-ly, adv.,

perfervid-ness, n.

perfidious, adj. — L. perfididsus, 'treacherous', fr.

perfidia. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: perfidious-ly, adv., perfidious-ness,

n.

perfidy, n. — L. perfidia, 'faithlessness, treachery,

falsehood", fr. perfidus, 'faithless, treacherous,

false', fr. per- and fides, 'faith'. See fidelity.

perflation, n., ventilation. — Late L. perfldlid,

gen. -onis, 'a blowing through', fr. L. perfidtus,

pp. of perfldre, 'to blow through', fr. per- and

flare, 'to blow'. See flatus and -ion.

perfoliate, adj. (hot.) — Formed fr. per- and L.

folium, 'leaf. See folio and adj. suff. -ate.

DcTivative: perfoliat-ion, n.

perforate, tr. v., to make a hole through; intr. v.,

to penetrate. — L. perfordtus, pp. of perfordre,

'to pierce through, fr. per- aad fordre, 'to bore'.

See bore, 'to pierce', and cp. foramen. For the

ending see verbal sufl". -ate.

Derivatives: perforation, perforative (qq.v.),

perforat-or, n.

perforation, n. — Late L. perfordtio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. perfordtus, pp. ofperfordre. See prec. word

and -ion.

perforative, adj.— F. perforatif(fem. perforative),

fr. L. perfordtus, pp. of perfordre. See perforate

and -ive.

perforce, adv. and n. — ME. parforce, fr. OF. par

force, 'by force' ; formed with the substitution of

L. per for OF. par. See per and force and cp.

peradventure and words there referred to.

perform, tr. and intr. v. — ME. parfourmen, per-

formen, fr. OF. parfournir, 'to finish, accom-

plish', fr. par (fr. L. per) andfournir, 'to furnish,

complete'; see per- and furnish. The English

word was prob. influenced in form by L. per-

formdre, 'to form thoroughly'.

Derivatives: perform-able, adj., perform-ance,

n., perform-ant, n., perform-ative, adj., perform-

er, n., perform-ing, adj.

perfiune, tr. v. — MF. (= F.) parfumer, 'to per-

fume', fr. dial. W. perfumare or OProveng. or Sp.

perfumar, fr. per- and L. fumdre, 'to smoke', fr.

fumus, 'smoke'; see fume. For the substitution

of L. per- for par- cp. peradventure and words

there referred to.

Derivatives: perfume, n. (q.v.), perfum-at-ory

,

adj., perfum-ed, adj., perfum-er, n., perfumery

(q.v.), perfum-y, adj.

perfume, n. — MF. (= F.) parfum, back forma-

tion fr. parfumer, 'to perfume'. See perfume, v.

perfumery, n.— See perfume, v., and -ery and cp.

F. parfumerie.

perfunctory, adj., routine, superficial. — Late L.

perfunctorius, 'done in a superficial manner,

careless', fr. L. perfunctus, pp. of perfungi, 'to

fulfil, perform', fr. per- and/««^i", 'to busy one-

self with something, to perform". See function

and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivatives: perfunclori-ly, adv., perfunctori-

ness, n.

perfuse, tr. v.— L. perfusus, pp. ofperfundere, 'to

pour over, besprinkle", fr. per- and fundere, 'to

pour'. See fuse, v.

Derivatives: perfusion (q.v.), perfus-ive, adj.

perfusion, n. — L. perfHsio, gen. -onis, 'a pouring

over', fr. perfusus, pp. of perfundere. See prec.

word and -ion.

pergameneous, adj., resembling parchment. —
Formed fr. L. Pergamena (charta), 'parchment',

lit. 'paper of Pergamum'. See parchment and

-eous.

pergola, n., a structure of latticework over which

climbing plants are trained. — It., fr. L. pergula,

'shed, shop, booth, hut, hovel", which is of un-

certain origin. It stands perh. for *per-r(e)gula

and means lit. 'something stretching out', fr.

pergere, 'to stretch forward', which is formed fr.

per- and regere, 'to keep straight'. See regent.

pergunnah, n. — A var. of pargana.

perhaps, adv. — A hybrid coined on analogy of
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peradventiire and perchance, fr. per- and haps,

pi. of hap. See hap, n.

peri, n., an imaginary sprite, a fairy.— Pers. pari,

'angel, fairy, genius'. See Pallas.

peri-, pref. meaning 'around, about, enclosing'.

— Gk. Tiept, prep, and adv., 'around, about, be-

yond', cogn. with OI. pari, 'around, about,

through', L. per, 'through'. See per and cp.

Perea.

perianth, n., the envelope of a flower {hot.) — F.

perianthe, fr. M^odL. perianthium, lit. 'that which

is round the flower', fr. peri- and Gk. oiv^o?,

'flower'. See anther.

Derivative: perianth-eous, adj.

periapical, adj., that which is around the apex of

the root of a tooth (anat.)— A hybrid coined fr.

Gk. TTcpt (see peri-) and L. apex, gen. apicis,

'point, summit'. See peri-, apex, and adj. suif. -al.

periapt, n., charm, amulet. — MF. (= F.) pe-

riapte, fr. Gk. TreptaTtTOV, 'something hung
round, appended', fr. Ttepi (see peri-) and oltx-

T£iv, 'to touch, fasten', which is rel. to ai|;i?, a.i^t.c„

'a fastening, felloe of a wheel'. See apsis.

periblem, n., cortex tissue (hot.) — Gk. Ttepi-

pX7)(jia, 'garment', lit. 'that which is thrown

round', fr. irepipaXXetv, 'to throw round', fr.

TTspc (see peri-) and piXXsiv, 'to throw'. See

ballistic.

pericarditis, n., inflammation of the pericardium

(med.) — Medical L., formed from next word

with suff. -itis.

pericardium, n. — Medical L., fr. Gk. mgiy-ip-

Stov, neut. of TrepixxpSiog, 'that which is

around the heart', fr. Trspi (see peri-) and

xapSia, 'heart'. See heart and cp. cardiac.

Derivatives : pericardi-al, pericardi-an, adjs.

pericarp, n., the wall of a plant ovary (hot.) —^ Gk.

Trepiy.dpTiiov, 'seed, pod, husk', fr. Tispi (see

peri-) and xapjro;, 'fruit'. See carpel and cp.

endocarp, epicarp.

Derivatives : pericarpi-al, pericarp-ic, adjs.

perichondritis, n., inflammation of the perichon-

drium (med.) — Medical L., formed from next

word with suff. -itis.

perichondrium, n., the fibrous connective tissue

that covers a cartilage (anat.) —• Medical L., fr.

peri- and Gk. /ovSpo;, 'cartilage'. See chondro-

and 1st -ium.

Derivatives: perichondr-al, perichondri-at, adjs.

periclase, n., a mineral containing magnesia and

iron protoxide (mineral.) — G. Periklas, fr. It.

periclasia, fr. Gk. -epixXaaic, 'a breaking round,

twisting round", fr. TiepixXav, 'to break round,

twist round', fr. Tiept (see peri-) and xXiv, 'to

break'. See clastic and cp. words there referred

to.

pericline, n., a kind of albite (mineral.) — Gk.

TrEpixXivr,;. 'sloping on all sides', fr. ~£pt (see

peri-) and xXTvstv, 'to cause to slope'. See clinic.

pericope, n., section of a book. — Late L. peri-

cope, 'section of a book', fr. Gk. iiepixojrf), 'a

cutting all round; section of a book', from the

stem of Jr£p!.x67:TEi.v, 'to cut all round', fr. Ttepi

(see peri-) and xotctsiv, 'to cut', whence also

xoTTt?, 'knife', x6[ji,(xa, 'piece cut off'. See

comma.

Derivative : per/co/)-!c, adj.

pericranitis, n., inflammation of the pericranium

(med.) — Medical L., formed from next word

with suff. -itis.

pericranium, n., the membrane that surrounds the

skull.— Medical L., fr. Gk. Trepixpavtov, neut.

of the adj. Tiepixpavioi;, 'around the skull', fr.

TCspi (see peri-) and xpaviov, 'the skull'. See

cranium.

Derivative: pericrani-al, adj.

pericycle, n. (hot.)— Gk, rcspixuxXoi;, 'all round,

spherical', fr. Tirept (see peri-) and xuxXo?, 'ring,

circle, wheel'. See cycle and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivative: per/cj'c/-/c, adj.

peridental, adj., periodontal. — A hybrid coined

fr. peri-, L. dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth' (see denti-),

and adj. suff. -al. Cp. periodontal,

periderm, n., the outer bark (hot.) — Coined by

the German botanist Hugo von Mohl (1805-72)

in 1839 fr. peri- and Gk. Sepfxa, 'skin'. See

derma.

Derivatives: periderm-al, periderm-ic, adjs.

peridium, n., the outer coat of certain fungi (hot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. TiTjpiSiov, dimin. of 7t7]pa,

'leathern pouch, wallet', a word of uncertain

origin.

peridot, n., a yellowish green variety of chrysolite

(petrogr.) — F. peridot, of unknown origin.

Derivative: peridot-ic, adj.

peridotite, n., any of a group of granitehke rocks.

(mineral.) — F. peridotite, fr. peridot. See prec.

word and subst. suff. -ite.

perigee, n., the point at which themoon (or anoth-

er celestial body) is nearest to the earth. — F.

perigee, fr. ML. perigeum, perigaeum, fr. Gk.

-epivEiov, prop. neut. of the adjective TrsptvEtoc,

'around the earth; near the earth', but used by

Ptolemy as a noun for -spiy^iov (tyjijlsiov, 'the

sign near the earth", i.e. 'perigee'. IleptYeio; is

formed fr. -zfi (see peri-) and yv;, 'earth'. See

geo- and cp. apogee.

Derivatives : perige-al, perige-an, adjs.

perigonium, n., a perianth (6of.) ; a sac surround-

ing the gonophore of a hydroid (zool.)— ModL.,

formed fr. perl- and Gk.yovo;, 'seed, offspring',

which is cogn. with L. genus, 'birth, descent,

origin'. See genus and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivative: perigoni-al, adj.

perigynous, adj., growing around the pistil (hot.)

— ModL. perigynus, fr. peri- and Gk. 'r'-'VTj,

'woman, female'. See -gynous.

perihelion, n., that point of the orbit of a celestial

body which is nearest to the sun. — Grecized fr.

ModL. perihelium, lit. 'about, near, the sun',

coined by Kepler fr. peri- and Gk. t^Xio?, 'sun'.

See hello-.
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Derivative: periheli-al, adj.

peril, n., danger. — ME., fr. OF. peril (F. peril),

fr. L. perlculum, 'trial, experiment, risk, danger',

which is rel. to peritus, 'experienced', experiri,

'to try, prove, test', and cogn. with Gk. icsipa,

'trial, attempt, experience', S[j,7r£tpO(;, 'exper-

ienced'. Arm. p'orj, 'trial, attempt', Olr. aire,

'vigilance', Mir. airim, 'I am awake, watch',

Goth, ferja, 'watcher', OE. fier, 'danger, fear'.

Cp. empiric, experience, experiment, expert, pi-

rate. Cp. also fear. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. base *per-, 'to lead across', which is ult.

identical with base *per-, 'through, across,

beyond'. See per and cp. words there referred to.

Perilla, n., a genus of plants (hot.)— ModL., fr.

Sp. perilla, dimin. ofpera, 'pear', fr. VL.pi>a, fem.

sing., for L. pira, pi. of pirum, 'pear'. See pear.

perilous, adj., dangerous.— ME., fr. OF.perillous,

perilleus (F. perilleux), 'dangerous, hazardous',

fr. L. periculOsus, fr. perlculum, 'danger'. See

peril and -ous.

Derivatives: peritous-ly, adv., perilous-ness, n.

perilymph, n., the fluid between the membranous

and the osseous labyrinth of the ear (anat.) —
Medical L. perilympha, a hybrid coined from

Gk. Ttspi. (see peri-) and L. lympha, 'pure spring

water'. See lymph,

perimeter, n., outline, circumference. — F. peri-

metre, fr. L. perimetros, fr. Gk. 7t£pi|j.£Tpo?, fr

TTSpt (see peri-) and [xsTpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: perimetr-ic, adj. and n., perimetr-

ic-al, ad}., perimetr-ic-al-ly, adv., perimetr-y, n.

perimysium, n., the connective tissue that sur-

rounds a muscle (anat.) — Medical L., ht. 'that

which surrounds a muscle', formed fr. peri-, Gk.

[vjc,, 'muscle" (see myo-), and 1st suff. -ium.

Derivative: perimysi-al, adj.

perinephrium, n., the connective tissue surround-

ing the kidney (anat.) — Medical L., formed

with 1st suff. -ium fr. Gk. 7iEpivE9poi;, 'fat

about the kidneys', fr. TOpt (see peri-) and

vEcppoc, 'kidney'. See nephro-.

perineum, n.. region of the body between the anus

and the genital organs.— ModL., fr. Gk. TtEfT-

vx'.ov, TtEptv^o?, 'space between the anus and

scrotum', fr. -epi (see peri-) and -fvaiov,-Tv£o?,

fr. tvito. tvEOJ, t-jocn, '1 evacuate, purge',

which is of uncertain origin. It possibly derives

fr. *ivv-, *la-j- and is cogn. with Ol. isifdti,

'sets in motion, pours out, discharges'.

See ire and cp. hiero-.

Derivative: perine-al, adj.

perineuritis, n., inflammation of the perineurium

(med.) — Medical L., formed from next word

with suff. -itis.

perineurium, n., connective tissue investing a

bundle of nerve fibers (anat.) — Medical L.,

formed fr. peri-, Gk. veupov, 'nerve' (see nerve),

and 1st suff. -ium.

period, n. — M E. pariode, fr. M F. (= F.) piriode,

fr. L. periodus, fr. Gk. TCEptoSo;, 'circuit, com-

pass, cycle, period of time', lit. 'way round', fr.

TiEpi- (see peri-) and oSoi;, 'way'. See odograph.

periodic, adj. — F. periodique, fr. L. periodicus,

fr. periodus. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives : periodic-al, adj. and n., periodic-al-

ly, adv., periodic-al-ness, n.

periodicity, n.— F. piriodicite, fr. periodique. See

prec. word and -ity.

periodontal, adj., around a tooth (anat.)— Form-

ed fr. peri-, Gk. oSciv, gen. oSovtoi;, 'tooth'

(see odonto-), and adj. suff. -al.

perioeci, n. pi., citizens without political rights in

Sparta.— L., fr. Gk.Trspiotxoi, pi. of KSpioixo;,

'dwelling round, neighboring', fr. TTEpi (see

peri-) and olxo;, 'dwelling, house'. See economy,

periorbita, also i>eriorbit, n., the periosteum of the

orbit (anat^ — Medical L. periorbita, a hybrid

coined fr. Gk. TTspi (see peri-) and L. orbita. See

orbit.

Derivative: periorbit-al, adj.

periosteo-, combining form denoting the perios-

teum. — See next word.

periosteum, n., name of the membrane covering

the bones (anat:) — Medical L., fr. TOpL6aT£ov,

neut. of TtEpioaTEo?, 'round the bones', fr. TTEpi

(see peri-) and octteov, 'bone'. See osteo-.

Derivative: perioste-al, adj.

periostitis, n., inflammation of the periosteum

(med.) — Medical L., formed from prec. word

with suff. -itis.

peripatetic, adj. — MF. (= ¥.) peripatetique, fr.

L. peripateticus, fr. Gk. 7r£pi.7taTY)Ti.x6c, 'given

to walking about (esp. while teaching)', fr. TiEpi-

7,aT£iv, 'to walk about', which is formed fr.

TTEpi (see peri-) and TraxEiv, 'to tread, walk', fr.

TTaToq, 'trodden way, path'; see find and -ic.

The Peripatetic philosophers were so called

from their practice of walking up and down

while teaching in the Lyceum.

Derivatives: peripatetic, n., peripatetic-al-ly,

adv., peripatetic-ism, n.

Peripatus, n., a genus of land arthropods (zool.)

— ModL.,fr. Gk.TTEpiTraToi;, 'a walking about',

fr. TTEpi (see peri-) and TtaToc, 'trodden way,

path'. See prec. word.

peripeteia, peripetia, n., a sudden change in a

drama. — Gk. TTEpiTTETEia, 'a turning about,

reversal', fr. ttepittetv;;, 'falhng round', fr. Ttspi

(see peri-) and l.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to fall

upon'; cp. e'i:r£-rT,c, 'falling well, favorable'.

See feather and cp. petition,

periphery, n., circumference. — F. peripheric, fr.

Late L. peripheria, fr. Gk. TTspiifEpEia, 'circum-

ference', lit. 'a carrying round', fr. TTEpicpEpsiv,

'to carry round', fr. Tr£pi (see peri-) and 9£p£'.v,

'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to carry'.

Derivatives : peripher-al, peripher-ic, adjs.

periphrase, n. — MF. (= F.) periphrase, fr. L.

periphrasis. See periphrasis and cp. paraphrase,

metaphrase,

periphrase, tr. and intr. v. — F. pdriphraser, fr.

periphrase. See periphrase, n.



periphrasis, n., circumlocution. — L., fr. Gk. ns-

pitppaatt;, 'circumlocution', fr. TCeptcppa!^£i.v, 'to

express by circumlocution or by periphrasis', fr.

TTEpi (see peri-) and opa^eiv, 'to point out,

show, teir. See phrase,

periphrastic, adj., 1) circumlocutory; 2) formed
with a particle or auxiliary verbs. — Gk. mpi-
(ppaoTtxo?, 'periphrastic', fr. 7tEpi<ppd^£iv. See

prec. word and adj. sutF. -Ic.

Derivatives: periphrastic-al, adj., perjphrastic-

al-ly, adv.

peripteral, adj., having a row of pillars on all

sides (archit.) — Formed with suflF. -al fr. Gk.
ruEpiTTTEpo?, 'flying round about; having a

single row of pillars all around', fr. TTEpi (see

peri") and TtTEpov, 'wing'. See ptero-.

perique, n., a kind of strong tobacco. — Loui-

siana F. perique, prob. fr. Perique, nickname of

Pierre Chenel, a pioneer tobacco grower. Cp.

Sp. Perico, dimin. oi Pedro, 'Peter', the equiva-

lent of F. Pierre.

periscope, n. — Formed fr. peri- and Gk. -cjxo-

TTioM, fr. axoTiEW, 'to look at, examine'. See

-scope.

Derivatives: periscop-ic, periscop-ic-al, adjs.,

periscop-ism, n.

perish, intr. v. — ME. perissen, perischen, fr. OF.
periss- (F. periss-), pres. part, stem of perir (F.

perir), 'to perish', fr. L. perire, 'to be lost, per-

ish', lit. 'to go through', fr. per- and ire, 'to go'.

See itinerate. For the ending see verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives :/)fm/?-aZ)/e', adj. and n.,perisk-abil-

ity, n., perish-able-ness, n., perish-abl-y, adv.,

perish-er, n., perish-ing, adj., perish-ing-ly, adv.

perispomenon, n., having circumflex accent on the

last syllable (Greek grammar).— Gk. TTEpiaTrco-

[jIevov, neut. of TTEpiaTTcofiEvo?, pres. part. pass, of

TTEpiarcav. 'to draw round, to circumflex', fr.

TTEpi (see peri-) and OTiav, 'to draw, drag, tear',

whence CT7:aCT[x6;, 'spasm, convulsion'. See

spasm. For the passive sufl". aTvaa^oq see alumnus
and cp. words there referred to.

perissad, n., an element or atom of odd valence

(chem.) — Formed with suff. -ad fr. Gk. TTspia-

06; (for *-Epi-y.i6-(;), 'beyond the regular num-
ber, odd', lit. 'lying beyond', fr. TiEpt, 'about,

over, beyond' (see peri-) and the stem of xEt|j,at,

'I am lying'. See civil and cp. next word. Cp. also

the second element in neossin.

perissodactyl, adj., having an odd number of toes

on each foot (zool.) — Gk. :T£piaao8axT'j>.o;.

'beyond the usual number of fingers or toes', fr.

-Ep'.aaoc, 'odd' and SaxT'jAoc, 'finger'. See

prec. word and dactyl.

Derivative : perissodactyl-ism, n.

Perissodactyla, n. pi., an order of ungulate mam-
mals (zool) — ModL. See prec. word.

peristalith, n., a ring of stones round a mound
(archaeol.)— Compounded of Gk. TreptaTaToc,

"standing round', and At&o;;, 'stone'. The first

element derives from the stem of 7tspU(iTT]|xi, 'I

stand round', fr. nzoi (see peri-) and 2(5T7)jxi, 'I
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stand'; see state. For the second element see

-lith.

peristalsis, n., rhythmic movement of intestines

moving contents onward (/>A>-i7o/.)— ModL.,fr.
peri- and Gk. craXai?, 'checking, constriction',

which is rel. to oteXXeiv. See next word.

peristaltic, adj., pertaining to, or of the nature of,

peristalsis.— Gk. TrcpioxaXTixoc;, 'clasping and
compressing', fr. ttepicjteXXeiv, 'to dress, clothe,

wrap up, attend to', fr. TiEpt (see peri-) and cteX-

Xeiv, 'to put in order, equip, draw together',

which is rel. to aroXif), 'equipment". See stole,

'garment'.

Derivative: peristaltic-al-ly, adv.

peristeronic, adj., pertaining to pigeons. — Form-
ed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. TTEpiaxsptiv, 'dovecote',

fr. TTEpioTEpa, 'dove, pigeon', which prob.

stands for *7tEXi,aTEpa (with assimilation of the

X to p) and is rel. to TrsXEia, 'dove, pigeon',

TtsXXo;, 'dark-colored, dusky', fr. I.-E. base

*pel-, 'dark-colored, gray'. Accordingly Trspt-

oTEpa prop, means 'the dark-colored bird'. See

fallow, 'brownish yellow'.

peristome, n., 1) the fringe around the opening
of the capsule in mosses (bot.)\ 2) a mouthlike

opening (zoo/.)— }Aodl.. peristoma (altered on
analogy of pericarpium to peristomium), lit.

'that which is about the mouth', fr. peri- and
Gk. <iT6jj,a, 'mouth'. See stoma.

Derivatives: peristom-al, peristomi-al, peris-

tomat-ic, adjs.

peristyle, n., a row of columns. — F. peristyle, fr.

L. peristylum, fr. Gk. TrspiCTTOXov, "colonnade

round a temple or inner court', fr. TTspt (see

peri-) and cttuXoi;, 'pillar, column'. See style,

'gnomon'.

Derivative: peristyl-ar, adj.

perithecium, n., a receptacle in certain fungi (bot.)

— ModL., formed on analogy ofpericarpium fr.

peri- and Gk. ^riX-Tj. 'case', from the stem of

Tt^Evai, 'to place', whence also i>£;j.a, 'that

which is placed', S-cati;, 'a setting, placing'. See

theme and cp. theca and words there referred to.

peritoneo-, peritonaeo-, combining form denot-

ing the peritoneum. — Gk. -Eftrovaio-, fr.

TTEpiTovatov. See next word.

peritoneum, peritonaeum, n., the serous mem-
brane lining the abdomen (aimt.) — L. perito-

naeum, fr. Gk. TispiTovatcv, "peritoneum", prop,

meaning 'the membrane encompassing the vis-

cera", neut. ofthe adjective TTEpLTovaio:, 'stretch-

ed over', fr. -spiTovoc, 'stretched over', fr. -s-

piTEivEiv, 'to stretch over', fr. -zp. (see peri-)

and TEivEiv, 'to stretch', fr. I.-E. base *ten-,

*ton-, 'to stretch'. See tone and words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: periton(a)e-al, adj., periton(a)e-al-

ly, adv.

peritonitis, n., inflammation of the peritoneum

(med.) — Medical L., coined by the French pa-

thologist Frangois-Boissier de la Croix de Sau-
vages (1706-67) about 1750 fr. Gk. viEpiTovaiov

t -r^-
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(see prec. word) and suff. -itis. Cp. enteritis.

Derivcitiwe: peritonit-ic, adj.

perityphlitis, n., inflammation of the tissues sur-

rounding the caecum (med.) — Medical L.,

formed fr. peri-, Gk. rutpXAi;, 'blind, closed', and

suff. -itis. See typhlitis,

periwig, n., a peruke. — Earlier perwyke, pere-

wyke, fr. MF. (= F.) perruque. See peruke and

cp. wig.

Derivative; periwigg-ed, adj.

periwinkle, n., a creeping evergreen plant;

myrtle. — ME. pervinke, fr. OE. perwince, fr. L.

pervinca, "periwinkle' (whence also F. per-

venche), fr. per- and vincire, 'to bind', which is

prob. rel. to vicia, 'vetch'. See vetch and cp.

Vinca.

Derivatives: periwinkl-ed, adj., periwinkl-er, n.

periwinkle, n., an edible marine mollusk (zool.)

— ME. pinewinkle, fr. OE. pinewinde, in which

the first element is prob. borrowed fr. L. plna,

'mussel', fr. Gk. Tifvr), mva, which is ofAegean

origin. The second element is rel. to OE. wincel,

MLG., MDu., Du. winkel, OHG. winkil,

MHG., G. winkel, 'comer', OE. wince, 'a pulley',

lit. 'that which turns', and to E. wince, winch,

wink. Cp. winkle. This word and periwinkle, the

plant, were mutually influenced in form by each

other.

perjure, tr. and intr. v. — MF. (= F.) parjurer, fr.

L. perjiirare, 'to swear falsely', fr. per- and

jurare, "to swear"; see jury, n. For the substitu-

tion of L. per to OF. par cp. peradventure and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: perjur-ed, adj., perjur-ed-ly, adv.,

perjur-ed-ness, n., perjur-er, n., perjurious (q.v.),

perjury (q.v.)

perjurious, adj. — L. perjuriosus, "full of perjury",

fr. perjiirium. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: perjurious-ly, adv., perjurious-ness,

n.

perjury, n. — ME. perjurie, fr. OF. parjurie, fr. L.

perjiirium. 'perjury', fr. perjiirare, 'to swear

falsely". See perjure and -y (representing OF.

-ie).

perk, intr. and tr. v., to lift up one's head. — ME.

perken (said of the popinjay), fr. ONE. perquer,

corresponding to F. percher, 'to perch, roost'.

See perch, "to sit on a perch'.

Derivatives: perk, perk-ish, perk-y, adjs., perk-

i-ly, adv., perk-i-ness, n.

perks, n. — Colloquial abbreviation of perquis-

ites,

perlite, n., an igneous rock composed of enamel-

like globules ipetrogr.) — F., formed fr. perle,

'pearl", with suff. -ite. See pearl and subst. suff.

-ite.

Derivative: perlil-ic, adj.

permanence, also permanency, n. — ME., fr. MF.
(= F.) permanence, fr. ML. permanentia, fr. L.

permanens, gen. -entis. See next word and -ce,

resp. -cy.

permanent, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) perma-

pern

nent, fr. L. permanentem, ace. of permanens,

pres. part, oi permanere, 'to endure, continue,

remain', fr. per- and manere, 'to remain'. See

mansion and -ent and cp. remain.

Derivatives: permanent-ly, adv., permanent-

ness, n.

permanganate, n. (chem.) — Compounded of

per- and manganate.

permanganic, adj. (chem.) — Compounded of

per- and manganic,

permeable, adj. — Late L. permedbilis, 'per-

meable', fr. permedre. See permeate and -able.

Derivatives, permeabil-ity, n., permeabte-ness,

n., permeabl-y, adv.

permeance, n. — See next word and -ce.

permeant, adj. — L. permedns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of permedre. See next word and suff. -ant.

permeate, tr. v., to pass through the pores of; to

pervade; intr. v., to penetrate. — L. permedtus,

pp. ofpermedre, 'to pass through, permeate', fr.

per- and medre, 'to go, pass'. See meatus.

Derivatives: permeat-ion, n., permeat-ive, adj.

Permian, adj., pertaining to the uppermost strata

of the Paleozoic era (geol.)— Formed with suff.

-ian fr. Perm, name of a province in Eastern

Russia.

Derivative: Permian, n.

permissible, adj. — ME., fr. OF. permissible, fr.

ML. permissibilis, fr. L. permissus, pp. of per-

mittere. See permit and -ible.

Dematives: permissibil-ity, n., permissible-ness,

n.,permissibl-y, adv.

permission, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) permission,

fr. L. permissidnem, ace. of permissid, fr. permis-

sus, pp. of permittere. See permit and -ion.

Derivative: permission-ed, adj.

permissive, adj. — OF. permissif (fern, permis-

sive), fr. L. permissus, pp. of permittere. See

permit and -Ive.

permissory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr.

L. permissus, pp. of permittere. See next word.

permit, tr. and intr. v. — L. permittere, 'to allow

to pass through, give leave, allow, suffer', fr.

per- and mittere, 'to send'. See mission.

Derivatives : permit, n., permitt-ed, 3.6]., permitt-

ee, n., permilt-iv-ity, n.

permutable, adj. — Late L. permHtdbilis, fr. L.

permutdre. See permute and -able.

Derivatives: permutabil-ity, n., permutable-ness,

n., permutabl-y, adv.

permutate, tr. v., to change. — L. permdtdtus, pp.

of permutdre. See permute and verbal suff. -ate.

permutation, n. — ME. permutacioun, fr. MF.

(= F.) permutation, fr. L. permdtdtionem, ace.

of perrndtdtid, 'changing, alteration', fr. permu-

tdtus, pp. of permutdre. See permute and -ation.

Derivative: permutation-al, adj.

permute, tr. v. — L. permutdre, 'to change com-

pletely', fr. per- and mutdre, 'to change'. See

mutable.

Derivative : permut-er, n.

pern, n., the honey buzzard. — ModL. pernis, fr.
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Gk. Trepv7]i;, a wrong reading in Aristotle for

TTT^pvi.;, 'a kind of hawk'.

pernicious, adj., tiurtful; fatal. — MF. pernicieus

(F.pernicieux), fr. L. perniciosus, 'destructive,

ruinous', fr. pernicies, 'destruction, death, ruin',

fr. per- and nex, necis, 'violent death, murder',

which is rel. to nocere, 'to hurt, injure, harm',

noxa, 'harm, injury'. See noxious and cp. words

there referred to. For the ending see suflf. -ous.

Derivatives: pernicious-ly, adv., pernicious-ness,

n.

pernickety, adj., fussy; fastidious (collog.) — Of
uncertain origin ; perhaps corruption of parti-

cular.

Derivative: pernkketi-ness, n.

pernoctation, n., the act of passing the night. —
L. pernoctdtio, gen. -onis, 'passing of the night',

fr. pernoctdt-iuni), pp. stem of pernoctdre, 'to

pass the night', fr. per- and nox, gen. noctis,

'night'. See night and -ation and cp. nocturnal.

peroneal, adj., pertaining to the fibula (anat.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. Trepovrj, 'pin,

brooch, buckle; the fibula', which is rel. to

Ttepav, 'to drive across', Tretpstv, 'to pierce

through, run through', fr. I.-E. base *per-, 'to

lead across, drive across, traverse, pierce'. See

per and cp. words there referred to.

Peronospora, n., a genus of downy mildews (bot.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. TrcpovT), 'pin,

brooch, buckle', and cjTropog, 'seed". See pero-

neal and spore.

Peronosporaceae, n. pi., a family of parasitic

fungi; the downy mildews {bot.) — ModL.,
formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

peronosporaceous, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

perorate, intr. v., 1) to speak at length; 2) to con-

clude a speech. — L. perordtus, pp. ofperdrdre,

'to speak from beginning to end', fr. per- and
drdre, 'to speak'. See oration and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: peroration (q.v.), perorat-ive, adj.,

perorat-or, n., perorat-ory, adj. and n.

peroration, n. — ME. peroracyon, fr. L. perordlid,

gen. -dnis, fr. perordtus, pp. of perordre. See

prec. word and -ion.

Derivative : peroration-al, adj.

perovskite, n., a calcium titanate {mineral.) —
Named after Count L. A. Perovski of Russia

fdied in 1856). For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

peroxide, peroxid, n. {chem.) — Formed fr. per-

and oxid(e).

Derivatives: peroxide, tr. v., peroxid-ic, adj.,

peroxid-ize, tr. and intr. v., peroxid-ize-ment, n.

perpend, tr. and intr. v., to considercarefully. —
L. perpendere, 'to weigh carefully, examine,

consider", fr. per- and pendere, 'to weigh'. See

pendant.

perpend, n., a large binding stone. — ME., fr.

MF. perpain, parpain (F. parpaing), which is of

uncertain etymology.

perpendicular, adj. — ME. perpendiculer, fr. OF.
perpendiculer, fr. L. perpendicu/dris, 'perpen-

dicular', fr. perpendiculum, 'plummet, plumb
line', fr. perpendere, 'to weigh carefully'. See

perpend, 'to consider', and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivatives ; perpendicular, n., perpendicular-ity,

n., perpendicular-ly, adv.

perpetrable, adj. — See next word and -able.

perpetrate, tr. v., — L. perpetrdtus, pp. ofperpe-

trdre, 'to accomplish', fr. per- and patrdre, 'to

achieve, bring about, effect', orig. 'to perform
in the quality of a father', fr. pater, gen. patris,

'father'. See father and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

impetrate. For the change of Latin a (in patrdre)

to e (in per-petrdre) see accent and cp. words
there referred to.

perpetration, n. — Late L. perpetrdtid, gen. -dnis,

'an accomplishing, performing', fr. L. perpetrd-

tus, pp. ofperpetrdre. See prec. word and -ion.

perpetrator, n. — Late L. perpetrator, fr. L. per-

petrdtus, pp. of perpetrdre. See perpetrate and
agential suff. -or.

perpetual, adj. — ME. perpetuel, fr. MF. (= F.)

perpetuel, fr. L. perpetudlis, fr. perpetuus, 'con-

tinuing throughout, continuous, perpetual", fr.

OL. perpes, gen. -petis, fr. per- and the stem of

L. petere, 'to seek' ; accordingly perpetuus lit.

means 'going through". See petition and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: perpetual, n., perpetual-ist, n., per-

petual-ly, adv.

perpetuance, n., perpetuation. — OF. perpetu-

ance, fr. perpetuer (F. perpetuer), "to perpetuate',

fr. L. perpetudre. See next word and -ee.

perpetuate, tr. v. — L. perpetudtus, pp. of perpe-

tudre, 'to make perpetual', fr. perpetuus. See

perpetual. For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives : perpetuation (q.v.), perpetuat-or, n.

perpetuation, n. — ME. perpetuacioun, fr. ML.
perpetudtid, gen. -dnis, fr. L. perpetudtus, pp. of

perpetudre. See prec. word and -ion.

perpetuity, n., 1) unlimited time; 2) eternity. —
ME. perpetuile, fr. MF. (= F.) perpetuite, fr.

L. perpetuitdtem, ace. of perpetuitds, fr. perpe-

tuus. See perpetual and -ity.

perplex, tr. v., to confine, puzzle, bewilder. — L.

perplexus, 'entangled, intricate, involved, con-

fused', fr. per- and plexus, pp. of ptectere, 'to

plaid, braid, intertwine'. See plexus.

'Dtn\aX\\e%: perplex-ed, adj. ,perplex-ed-ly, adv.,

perplex-ed-ness, n., perplex-er, n., perplex-ing,

ad}., perplex-ing-ly, adv.

perplexity, n. — ME. perplexite, fr. OF. perplex-

ite (F. perplexite), fr. Late L. perplexirdtem, ace.

of perplexitds. See prec. word and -ity.

perquisite, n., a small profit in addition to regular

pay. — ME., fr. L. perquisitum, neut. pp. of

perquirere, 'to search diligently for", fr. per- and

quaerere, 'to seek, inquire'. For the change of

Latin ae (in quaerere) to i (in per-quirere) see

acquire and cp. words there referred to.

peFquisition, n., a thorough search. — F., fr. Late

a

L. perquisitidnem, ace. of perquisitid, fr. h. per-

qulsitus, pp. of perquirere. See prec. word and

-ion.

perron, n., an outside staircase. — F., fr. OF.,

'block of stone', augment, of perre, pierre (F.

pierre), 'stone', fr. L. petra, fr. Gk. ni-zpa.,

'rock'. See petro- and -oon.

perry, n., fermented drink made from the juice of

pears. — ME. pereye, fr. OF. pere (F. poire),

fr. VL. pirdtum, 'made of pears', fr. L. pirum,

'pear'. See pear,

persalt, n. {chem.) — Formed fr. per- and salt,

perse, adj., grayish blue. — ME. pers, fr. OF.

(= F.) pers (fem. perse), 'greenish blue', fr.

Late L. persus (whence also It. perso, 'dark

red', OProven?. pers, 'dark blue'), back for-

mation fr. L. persicus, 'resembling a peach,

peach-colored', fr. Persicus, 'Persian'. See peach.

Persea, n., a genus of trees {bot.) — ModL., fr.

L. persea, 'a tree growing in Egypt and Persia",

fr. Gk. Ttspasa.

persecute, tr. v. — MF. (= F.) persecuter, fr.

persecuteur, 'persecutor', fr. OF., back forma-

tion fr. Eccles. L. persecutor, fr. L. persecdtus,

pp. of persequi, 'to pursue', lit. 'to follow perse-

veringly, follow after', fr. per- and sequi, 'to

follow'. See sequel and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: persecut-ee, n., persecut-ing, adj.,

persecut-ing-ly, ady., persecution {q.v.),persecut-

ive, adj., persecut-ive-ness, n.

persecution, n. — ME. persecucioun, fr. MF. (=

F. persecution), fr. L. persecUtidnem, ace. of

persecdtid, 'chase, pursuit', fr. persecdtus, pp. of

persequi. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: persecuiion-al, adj.

persecutor, n. — MF. (= F.) persecuteur, fr. L.

persecutOrem, ace. of persecutor. See persecute

and agential suff. -or.

Derivative
:
/»cr.ri?c«for-j, adj.

perseity, n., the condition of being by itself

{philos.) — ML. perseitds, formed fr. L. per se,

'by itself. See per, sui, and -ity.

Persephone, n., the wife of Hades and queen of

the nether world; identified with Kore, the

daughter of Zeus and Demeter {Greek mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. n£:pCTE96vT). See person and cp.

Proserpina.

Perseus, n., son of Zeus and Danae, who slew

the Gorgon Medusa {Greek mythol.) — L., fr.

Gk. riepCTEuq, which is of uncertain origin.

perseverance, n. — ME. perseveraunce, fr. OF.

perseverance (F. perseverance), fr. L. perseve-

rantia, 'steadfastness, constancy', fr. perseve-

rdns, gen. -antis. See next word and -ce.

perseverant, adj. — ME. perseveraunt, fr. MF.
(= F.) perseverant, fr. L. perseverantem, ace. of

perseverdns, pres. part, of perseverdre. See per-

severe and -ant,

perseverate, intr. v., to persist; to repeat persist-

ently. — L. perseverdt-{um), pp. stem of perse-

verdre. See persevere and verbal suff. -ate.

perseveration, n., continual repetition of an ac-

tivity. — L. perseverdtid, gen. -dnis, fr. perseve-

rdt-{um). See prec. word and -ion.

persevere, intr. v. — ME. perseveren, fr. MF.
(= F.) perseverer, fr. L. perseverdre, 'to con-

tinue steadfastly, persist, persevere', fr. perse-

verus, 'very struct', fr. per- and severus, 'strict,

severe'. See severe and cp. asseverate.

Derivatives: persever-ing, adj., persever-ing-ly,

adv.

Persia, n.— L. Persia, also Persis, fr. Gk. nepai?,

'Persia', fr. OPers. Pdrsa (whence Pers. Pdrs,

Fdrs, Heb. Pdrds, Arab. Fdris). Cp. Parsee. Cp.

also perse, Persic, Persicaria, persiennes, Persis,

peach, n. For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Persian, adj. and n.— ME. Persien, fr. F. persien,

fr. L. Persia. See prec. word and -an.

Persic, adj., pertaining to Persia or its language

{obsol.)— L. Persicus, fr. Persia. See Persia and

adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: Persic, n., the Persian language.

Persicaria, n., a genus of herbs {hot.) — ModL.

Perslcdria, fr. L.persicum, 'peach'. See peach, n.

persicary, n., any plant of the genus Persicaria. —
See prec. word.

persiennes, n. pi., outside shutters for windows.

— F., prop. pi. fem. of persien, 'Persian', used

as a noun. See Persian,

persiflage, n., banter, raillery. — F., fr. persifler,

'to banter', fr. L. per (see per-) and siffler, 'to

hiss, whistle, whizz', fr. L. slfildre, a collateral

form of sibildre, 'to hiss, whistle'. See sibilant

and -age. The word persiflage was introduced

into English by Lord Chesterfield (1694-1773).

persinunon, n., the date plum. — A compound

word of Algonquian origin; lit. 'dried fruit".

Persis, fem. PN.— L., fr. Gk. Uspai^, lit. 'a Per-

sian woman', rel to IlepCTTic, 'Persian". See

Persia,

persist, intr. v. — MF. (= F.) persister, fr. L.

persistere, 'to continue steadfastly, remain", fr.

per- and sistere, 'to cause to stand still, to

place; to stand still, stand', from the reduplicat-

ed base of stdre, 'to stand'. See assist and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: persist-er, n., persist-ing, adj.,

persist-ing-ly, adv.

persistence, n.— MF. persistence (F.persistance),

fr. persistant, 'lasting, enduring, persistent", fr.

L. persistans, gen. -entis. See persistent and -ce.

persistency, n. — MF. persistence. See prec. word

and -cy.

persistent, adj. — L. persistens, gen. -entii, pres.

part, ofpersistere. See persist and -ent.

Derivative : persistent-ly, adv.

person, n. — ME. persone, persoun, fr. OF. per-

sone, persoune (F. personne), fr. L. persona,

'mask, masked person, character, part, role,

person", which prob. derives fr. Etruscan (fersu,

'masked figure", orig. the embodiment of a god

of the nether world whose office it was to receive

the soul of the dead and to accompany it to
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Hades. The word qsersu itself is of Greek origin;

cp. IlEpcEcpovTj, name of the chief goddess of

the nether world (see Persephone). See Franz
Akheim, Geschichte der lateinischen Sprache,

328 ff., 389. Cp. parson, which is a doublet of

person.

Derivatives: person-able, adj., person-able-ness,

n., person-abl-y, adv., personage (q.v.), personal

(q.v.), personify (q.v.)

persona, n., person; character. — L. persona. See

prec. word.

personable, adj., pleasing in person ; attractive. —
ME., fr. persone. See person and -able.

Derivatives: personabil-ity, n., personable-ness,

n., personabt-y, adv.

personage, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= V.)personnage,

fr. MF. persone, personne, fr. OF. persone, fr. L.

persona. See person and -age and cp. parsonage.

personal, adj. — ME., fr. MF. personel, personnel

(F. personnel), fr. OF. personal, fr. Late L.

personalis, 'pertaining to a person, personal', fr.

L. persona. See person and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: personal, n., personal-ism, n.,

personal-ist, n., personal-ist-ic, adj., personality

(q.v.), personal-ize, tr. v., personal-iz-ation, n.,

personal-ly, adv., personalty (q.v.)

personality, n. — ME. personalite,fT. MF. (= F.)

personnalile, fr. ML. personalitatem, ace. of
persondlitds, fr. Late L. personalis. See prec.

word and -ity.

personalty, n. — AF. personalte, corresponding

to M F. personalite. See prec. word.

personate, adj., masked.— L. personatus, 'mask-

ed', fr. persona, 'mask'. See person and adj.

suff. -ate.

personate, tr. v., to impersonate.— L. personatus,

'masked". See personate, adj.

Derivatives: personat-ing, n., personat-ion, n.,

personat-ive, adj., personat-or, n.

personification, n. — From next word. For the

ending see suff. -ion.

personify, tr. v. — F. personnifier, fr. personne.

See person and -fy.

Derivatives: personifi-able, adj., personifi-ant,

adj.

personnel, n., a body of persons employed in any
service or business. — F., prop, subst. use of the

ad], personnel, 'personal', and formed in contra-

distinction to the noun materiel, 'material'. The
adj. personnel derives fr. Late L. personalis. See

personal.

perspective, n., 1) optics (obsol.); 2) an optical

glass. — In sense 1), fr. ML. perspectiva, n.,

prop. fern, of the adj. perspectivus, used as a

noun, fr. L. perspectus, pp. of perspicere (see

perspective, adj.); in sense 2), fr. ML. perspec-

th'um, n., prop. neut. of the adj. perspectivus,

used as a noun.

perspective, adj., 1) optical (obsol.); 2) used for

looking or viewing {obsol.) — Late L. perspec-

tivus, fr. L. perspectus, pp. ofperspicere, 'to look

closely at', fr. per- and specere, spicere, *to look

at'. See species and cp. words there referred to.

perspective, n., the art of representing objects as

they appear to the eye. — It. prospettiva, fr.

prospetto, 'prospect, view', fr. L. prospectus,

'lookout, prospect'; see prospect, n., and -ive.

E. perspective in the above sense was influenced

in form by perspective, 'optics'.

Tyerivatives: perspective, adj., drawn or painted

in perspective, perspective-ly, adv., perspectiv-

ity, n.

perspicacious, adj., mentally acute; keen — L.

perspicdx, gen. -dcis, 'sharp-sighted', fr. perspi-

cere, 'to look closely at'. See 1st perspective and
-acious.

Derivatives: perspicacious-ly, adv., perspica-

cious-ness, n.

perspicacity, n. — L. perspicdcitds, 'sharp-sight-

edness', fr. perspicdx, gen. -dcis. See prec. word
and -Ity.

perspicuity, n., clearness; lucidity.— L. perspicui-

tds, 'transparency, clearness', fr. perspicuus.

See next word and -ity.

perspicuous, adj., clear; lucid. — L. perspicuus,

'transparent, clear, evident, manifest', fr. per-

spicere, 'to look closely at'. See 1st perspective.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: perspicuous-ly, adv., perspicuous-

ness, n.

perspirable, adj. — F., fr. perspirer. See perspire

and -able.

Derivative: perspirabil-ity, n.

perspiration, n. — F., fr. MF., fr. perspirer, 'to

perspire', fr. L. perspirdre. See perspire and
-ation.

perspiratory, adj. — Formed with adj. sufT. -ory

fr. L. perspirdl-(um), pp. stem of perspirdre. See

next word.

perspire, intr. and tr. v. — F. perspirer, fr. MF.,
fr. L. perspirdre, 'to breathe everywhere; to

blow constantly", fr. per- and spirdre, 'to

breathe'. See spirant.

persuadable, adj. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -able. Cp. persuasible.

Derivatives: persuadable-ness, n., persuadabl-y,

adv.

persuade, tr. v., — F. persuader, fr. L. persuddere,

'to persuade, convince', fr. per- and suddere, 'to

advise". See suave.

Derivatives: persuad-ed, adj., persuad-er, a.

persuasible, adj. — F., fr. L. persudsibilis, 'con-

vincing, persuasive", fr. persudsus, pp. of per-

suddere. See prec word and -ible and cp. persuad-

able.

Derivatives; persuasibil-ity, n., persuasible-ness,

n., persuasibl-y, adv.

persuasion, n. — ME. persuasioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

persuasion, fr. L. persudsionem, ace. otpersudsio,

'a convincing, persuading', fr. persudsus, pp. of

persuddere. See persuade and -ion.

persuasive, adj. — MF. (= F.) persuasif (fem.

persuasive), fr. ML. persuaslvus, fr. L. persudsus,

pp. of persuddere. See persuade and -ive.

Derivatives: persuasive, n., persuasive-ly, adv.,

persuasive-ness, n.

persulfate, persulphate, n. (chem.) — Formed fr.

per- and sulfate.

persulfide, persuliid, persulphide, persulphid, n.

(chem.) — Formed fr. per- and suUid(e).

persulfuric, persulphuric, adj. — Formed fr. per-

and sulfuric. See sulfur and adj. suff. -ic.

pert, adj., impudent. — ME., aphetic for OF.

apert, 'open', fr. L. apertus, pp. of aperire, 'to

open'. See apert. In some senses pert represents

OF. {es)pert, fr. L. expertus, 'experienced'. See

expert.

Derivatives : pert-en, tr. and intr. \.,pert-ly, adv.,

pert-ness, n.

pertain, intr. v., — ME. partenen, pertenen, fr.

MF. partenir, 'to belong', fr. L. pertinere, 'to

belong, concern, have reference to'. See per-

tinent and cp. abstain and words there referred

to. For the substitution of the L. pref. per- to

OF. par- cp. peradventure and words there

referred to.

Derivative: pertain-ing, adj.

pertinacious, adj., persistent, obstinate.— L. per-

tindx, gen. -dcis, 'steadfast, persevering, very

tenacious', fr. per- and tendx, 'tenacious'. See

tenacious. For the change of Latin e (in tendx)

to ( (in per-tindx) see abstinent and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: pertinacious-ly, adv., pertinacious-

ness, n.

pertinacity, n. — MF. (= F.) pertinacile, fr.

Late L. pertindcitdtem, ace. of pcrtindcitds, fr.

pertindx, gen. -dcis. see prec. word and -ity.

pertinence, pertinency, n. — ME. pertinence, fr.

MF. (=F.) pertinence, fr. pertinent. See next

word and -ce, resp. -cy.

pertinent, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. per-

tinentem, ace. of pertinens, pres. part, of perti-

nere, 'to belong, concern, have reference to', fr.

per- and tenere, 'to hold'. See tenable and -ent

and cp. pertain, pertinacious.

Derivatives : pertinent-ly, ad\. ,
pertinent-ness, n.,

pertinents, n. pi.

perturb, tr. v. — ME. perturben, fr. MF. pertur-

ber, fr. L. perturbdre, 'to confuse, disturb', fr.

per- and turbdre, 'to disturb'. See turbid and cp.

imperturbable.

Derivatives: perturb-able, adj., perturb-abil-ity,

n., perturbate (q.v.), perturbation (q.v.), per-

turbative (q.v.), perturb-ed, adj., perturb-ed-ly,

adv., perturb-ed-ness, n., perturb-er, n., perturb-

ing, adj., perturb-ing-ly, adv.

perturbation, n. — ME. perturbacioun, fr. MF,
(= F.) perturbation, fr. L. perturbdtidnem, ace.

of perturbdtid, 'confusion, disorder', fr. pertur-

bdtus, pp. of perturbdre. See prec. word and

-ation.

Derivative: perturbation-al, adj.

perturbative, adj. — Late L. perturbdtivus, fr. L.

perturbdtus, pp. of perturbdre. See pertin-b.

pertuse, pertused, adj., bored, pierced with {rare).

— L. pertusus, pp. of pertundere, 'to thrust

through'. See pierce and cp. words there referred

to.

pertussis, n., whooping cough (med.) — Com-
pounded of per- and L. tussis, 'cough'; see

tussis. The term pertussis was first used by the

English physician Thomas Sydenham (1624-89).

Derivative : pertuss-al, adj

.

peruke, n. — MF. (= F.) perruque, fr. It. parruc-

ca, which is of uncertain origin. It is perh. a

back formation fr. Provenc. perucat, 'like a

parrot; with finely dressed hair', fr. *peruca,

'parrot'. See parakeet and cp. periwig.

perukier, n., wigmaker. — F. perruquier, fr. per-

ruque. See prec. word and -ier.

peruse, tr. v., 1) to read attentively ; 2) to examine

thoroughly. — ME. perusen, formed fr. per- and

usen, 'to use' ; see use, v. The original meaning

of the word was 'to use up, wear out'.

Derivatives : perus-al, n., perus-er, n.

Peruvian, adj., pertaining to Peru. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. ModL. Peruvia, 'Peru".

Derivative: Peruvian, n., a native or inhabitant

of Peru.

pervade, tr. v., to penetrate, permeate. — E. per-

vddere, 'to go through, spread through', fr. per-

and vddere, 'to go'. See wade and cp. vade me-

cum and words there referred to.

Derivatives: pervad-er, n., pervad-ing, adj.,

pervad-ing-ly, adv., pervad-ing-ness, n.

pervasion, n. — Late L. pervdsio, gen. -onis, fr. L.

pervdsus, pp. of pervddere. See prec. word and

-ion.

pervasive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L,

pervdsus, pp. of pervddere. See pervade.

Derivatives : pervasive-ly, adv., pervasive-ness, n.

perverse, adj.— Late ME. pervers, fr. MF. (= F.)

pervers (fem. perverse), fr. OF., fr. L. perversus,

'turned the wrong way', pp. of perveriere. See

pervert.

Derivatives: perverse-ly, adv., perverse-ness, n.,

pervers-ive, adj.,

perversion, n. — Late ME., fr. L. perversio, gen.

-onis, fr. perversus, pp. ofpervertere. See pervert

and -ion.

perversity, n.— F. perversite, fr. L. perversitdlem,

ace. of perversitds, 'forwardness, perversity', fr.

perversus. See perverse and -ity.

pervert, tr. v. — Late ME. perverten, fr. MF. (
=

F.) pervertir, fr. OF., fr. L. pervertere, 'to turn

round, overthrow, turn the wrong way, cor-

rupt', fr. per- and vertere, 'to turn". See version

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : pervert, n., pervert-ed, adj., perverl-

ed-ly, adv., pervert-ed-ness, n., perverl-er, n.,

pervert-ible, adj.

pervious, adj., penetrable, permeable. — L. per-

vius, 'that may be passed through, pervious', fr.

per- and via, 'way'. See via and cp. previous. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: pervious-ly, adv., pervious-ness, n.

pes, n., foot; footlike part (anat. and zool.) —



L. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. Sec foot and cp.

pedal.

Pesah, also spelled Pesach, n., the feast of Pass-

over [Jewish Religion). — Heb. Pesah, lit. 'the

Feast of Passing Over', or 'the Feast of

Sparing', fr. pdsdh, 'he skipped over, passed

over' (with reference to Ex. 12:13, 23 and 27),

whence also E. Passover. Cp. Aram, pasha,

emphatic state corresponding to Heb. ha-p-

pesah, 'Passover'. Cp. also Pasch, paschal.

peseta, n., a Spanish silver coin. — Sp., dimin. of

pesa, 'weight', which is rel. to peso, 'weight'.

See peso and cp. pistareen.

Peshitta, also Peshito, the chief Syriac version of

the Bible. — Syriac peshitta, lit. 'the simple'

(fern.), shortened from mappaqtd peshitta, 'the

simple version', fem. of p^shit, 'straight, plain,

simple' ; prob. so called for its literal (not peri-

phrastic) rendering of the text. Aram.-Syr.

p'''shlt is Pe'il part, oi p'^shat, 'he stretched out,

extended; he made plain, explained', and is rel.

to Heb. pashdt, 'he stripped off", in Mishnaic

Hebrew, 'he made plain, explained', Mishnaic

Heb. pashut, 'straight, plain, simple' (prop,

pass. part, oipashdt), Arab. bdsata,^he stretched

out, extended', Akkad. pashdtu, 'to expunge,

obUterate".

peshwa, n., title of the chief minister of the Ma-
ratha princes. — Pers. peshwa, 'chief, fr. pesh,

'before'.

peso, n., a former Spanish silver coin. — Sp., 'a

weight', fr. L. pensum, prop. pp. of pendere, 'to

cause to hang, to weigh'. See pendant and cp.

peseta.

pessary, n., a device worn in the vagina as a

support of the uterus. — ME. pessarie, fr. ML.
pessdrium, fr. L. pessum, pessus, 'pessary', fr.

Gk. TZEGGo-i. Tzzaaoq, 'an oval stone', which is

prob. of Sem. origin; cp. Aram, pissd, plsa,

'clod, stone'. For the ending see suff. -ary.

pessimism, n., 1) in philosophy, a) the doctrine

that this world is the worst possible world; b)

the belief that the evil in life outweighs the

good; 2) the tendency to take the worst view of

things. — Fr. h. pessimus, 'worst', which stands

for *ped-s'nws, and is rel. to pejor (for *ped-

^os), 'worse'. See pejorative and cp. words there

referred to. The word pessimism was first used

by Coleridge.

pessimist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: pessimist-ic, pessimist-ic-al, adjs.,

pessimist-ic-al-ly, adv.

pessulus, n., a boltlike bone. — L., 'bolt', fr. Gk.
TTaaaiAoc, of s.m., fr. l.-E. base *pdg-, pdk-, 'to

fasten', whence also Gk. -rj-.-vuvai, 'to make
firm', L. pangere, 'to fasten, fix'. .See pact. The
change of Gk. -iacAoQ to pessulus in Latin

was influenced by folk etymology which con-

nected the word with L. pessum, 'latch bolt'.

See B. F. Friedmann, Die jonischen und atti-

schen Wertep im Altlatein, pp. 66 ff. For the

change of Greek a (in TtiiooSXoi;) to H (in L.
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pessulus) see aplustre and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

pest, n. — MF. (= F.) peste, fr. L. pestis, 'pest,

pestilence, plague', which is of uncertain origin.

pester, tr. v. — Aphetic for MF. empestrer (F.

empetrer), 'to hobble; to entangle, intricate',

orig. 'to tether a grazing horse', fr. VL. *impas-

tdridre, fr. L. in, 'in' and VL. pastdria, 'tether

for a grazing horse', fr. L. pastura, 'pasture'.

See in and pastor and cp. pastern.

Derivatives: pester, n., pester-er, n., pester-ous,

adj.

pestiferous, adj., pestilential. — ME., fr. L. pes-

tiferus, 'bringing pestilence, pestilential', com-
pounded ofpestis, 'plague, pestilence' and ferre,

'to bear, carry'. See pest and -ferous.

Derivatives: pestiferous-ly, adv., pestiferous-

ness, n.

pestilence, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. pes-

tilentia, 'pestilentia, plague'. See next word and

-ce.

pestilent, adj. — ME., fr. L. pestitens, gen. -entis,

fr. pestis. See pest and -ent.

Derivatives: pestilent, n., pestilent-ly, adv.

pestilential, adj. — ME. pestilencial, fr. ML. pes-

tilentidlis, fr. l^. pestilentia. See pestilence and -iai.

Derivatives: pestilential-ly, adv., pestilential-

ness, n.

pestle, n. — ME. pestel, fr. MF. pestel, pesteil,

pestail, fr. L. pistillum, 'pounder, pestle', fr.

*pins-tlo-, fr. plnsere, 'to beat, pound', whence

alsopi7a,for *pins-ld, 'mortar', h. plnsere is cogn.

with Ol pindsti, 'pounds, crushes', pistdh, 'any-

thing ground ; meal', Gk. TTTiaasiv, 'to winnow',

OSlav.pfio SinApichqJQ, plchati, 'to push, thrust,

strike, piseno, 'meal', piscnica, 'wheat', Russ.

ps'eno, 'millet'. Cp. pistil, which is a doublet of

pestle. Cp. also pile, 'a pointed stake', pise, pis-

ton, ptisan.

Derivative : ;)fif/p, tr. and intr. v.

pet, n., fondled animal; darling. — Of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives: pet, tr. and intr. v., pelt-ed, adj.,

pett-er, n., pett-ing, n.

pet, n., peevishness. — Of uncertain origin; per-

haps fr. pet, 'fondled animal'.

Derivatives: pett-ed, ad]., pett-ed-ly, adv., pett-

ed-ness, n., pelt-ish, adj.

petal, n., one of the leaves of the corolla. —
Modh. petalum, fr. Gk. -exaXov, 'leaf. See pe-

talon.

Derivatives: petal(I)-ed, adj., petal-ine, adj., pe-

talite (q.v.), petal-ism, n., petal-oid, adj.

petalism, n., a synonym of ostracism. — Gk.

TTExaALajio;, method of temporary banishment

in Syracuse; so called because the names of

those to be banished were written on olive

leaves, fr. -£TaAov, 'leaf. See petalon and -ism.

petalite, n., a silicate of aluminum and lithium

(mineral.) — Formed fr. Gk. TreTaXov, 'thin

plate of metal' (see petalon), with subst. suff.

-ite.
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petalody, n., the change of certain organs (as e.g.

stamens) into petals (bot.) — Formed with sufif.

-y (fr. Gk. -ia)fr. Gk. TizToiKdiSrjq, 'leaflike', fr.

TreiraXov, 'leaf and -coSyj?, 'like'. See petalon

and -ode, 'like'.

petaloid, adj., resembling a petal. — Compound-

ed of petal and Gk. -oelSt)?, 'like', fr. eTSo;,

'form, shape'. See -oid.

petalon, n., the gold plate on the Jewish high

priest's miter. — Gk. TrsxaXov, 'thin plate of

metal, leaf, neut. of the adj. TisxaXo?, 'spread

out', rel. to TisTavvuvai, 'to spread out', fr. I.-E.

base *pet-, 'to spread out', whence also L. patere,

'to lie open', OH.fadmr, 'embrace, bosom', OE.

fsedm, 'embrace, bosom, fathom'. See fathom

and cp. petasus.

Petalostemon, n., the prairie clover {hot) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. TtExaXov, 'leaf,

and o-T7;n,tov, 'warp'. See prec. word and stamen,

-petalous, combining form meaning 'having a

certain number or a certain shape of petals', as

in dipetalous, eleutheropetalous (bot.) — ModL.

-petalus, fr. Gk. TTexaXov, 'leaf. See petalon and

-ous.

petard, n., 1) a case filled with explosives; 2) a

kind of firecracker.— F. petard, U. peter (eariier

peter), 'to break wind', fr. pet, 'a breaking of

wind', fr. L. peditum, prop. neut. pp. of pedere,

'to break wind', used as a noun. See pedicular.

Petasites, n., a genus of plants, the sweet colts-

foot (hot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. TCTaaiTy]?, 'colts-

foot', fr. Treraaoq, 'a broad-brimmed hat' (see

next word); so called in allusion to its large

leaves. For the ending see subst. sutf. -ite.

petasus, n., a low-crowned, broad-brimmed hat

worn by the ancient Greeks. — L., fr. Gk. rs-

Taao?, 'broad-brimmed felt hat', fr. I.-E. base

*pet-, 'to spread out'. See petalon and cp. prec.

word.

Petaurista, n., a genus of marsupials (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. TCETaupiCTTrji;, 'tumbler, rope-

dancer', fr. TC^-raupov, TCExeupov, 'perch, roost',

which is prob. rel. to KSTsadai, 'to fly', fr. I.-E.

base *pet-, 'to fly, fall upon". See feather and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see suiT.

-ist.

Pete, n. — Dimin. of Peter,

petechia, n., one of a number of small crimson

or purplish spots on the skin (med.) — Medical

L., fr. It. petecchia, 'speck', which prob. derives

fr. Gk. riTTdcxiov, 'tablet for writing on, label,

ticket; plaster', dimin. formed fr. TriTTa, Titaaa,

'pitch', which is cogn. with L. pix, gen. picis,

'pitch'. See pitch, 'a resinous substance'.

Derivatives: petechi-at, petechi-ate, adjs.

Peter, masc. PN. — ME., fr. Late L. Petrus, fr.

Gk. IleTpoc, fr. ttetpo?, 'stone, rock'; prop,

translation of Aram, kephd, 'rock'. See petro-

and cp. pedro, pierrot.

peter, intr. v., to be exhausted (colloq.) — Of un-

known origin.

petersham, n., overcoat of knotted, woolen mate-

pec rograpny

rial. — Named after Viscount Petersham, the

4th Eari of Harrington (1780-1851).

petiole, n., a leafstalk (pot.) — Late L. petiolus,

more correctly peciolus, 'little foot, stalk of

fruit', contracted fr. *ped{i)ciolus, dimin. of L.

pediculus, of s.m., itself a dimin. of pes, gen.

pedis, 'foot'. See pedal, n., and -ole.

Derivatives: petiol-ar, petiol-ate, petiol-ated,

petiol-ed, adjs.

petiolule, n. — Formed fr. petiole with dimin.

suff'. -ule.

petit, adj., small, little. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

petit, 'small, little'. See petty,

petite, adj., small, little (said of a woman or girl).

— F. fem. of petit, 'small, little'. See petty and

cp. prec. word. Cp. also the first element in

pettitoes,

petition, n. — ME. peticioun, fr. OF. petition (F.

petition), fr. L.petitidnem, ace. ofpetitid, 'attack,

request, petition', fr. petltus, pp. of petere, 'to

fall upon, rush at, attack, assail; to seek, ask,

request', whence appetere, 'to strive after', com-

petere, 'to strive after something in company',

impetus, 'attack'; fr. L-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to

fall upon'. See feather and cp. appetence, appe-

tite, compete, competent, competition, compet-

itor, perpetual, petulant, propitious, repeat,

repetition.

Derivatives : ;)e/(/;on, tr. and intr. v., petitioii-al,

adj., petition-ary, adj., petition-ee, n., petition-

er, n., petilion-ist, n.

Petrea, n., a genus of tropical American woody

plants (bot.) — ModL., named after Robert

James, Baron Petre (1713-43).

petrel, n., a sea bird. — F. petrel, of uncertain

etymology. The connection with the name Peter

is due to folk etymology.

petrifaction, n. — See petrify and -ion.

petrifactive, adj. — See prec. word and -ive.

petrification, n. — F. petrification. See next word

and -ation.

petrify, tr. and intr. v., to change into stone. —
MF. (= F.) petrifier, compounded of L. petra,

'rock, stone' (fr. Gk. Tt^Tpal and -ficdre, fr.

facere, 'to make, do'. See 1st petro- and -fy.

Derivatives: petrifi-able, adj., petrifi-ed, adj.,

petrifi-er, n.

petro-, combining form meaning 'stone, rock'. —
Gk. TCETpo-, fr. Tt^Tpoc, 'stone', rel. to TrsTpa,

'rock'; of uncertain origin. Cp. Empetrum,

parsley, pedro, perron, Peter, petroleum, pierrot,

saltpeter,

petro-, combining form meaning 'containing pe-

troleum and'. — Shortened fr. petroleum,

petroglyph, n., a carving in a rock.— Compound-

ed of 1st petro- and Gk. yXuipY), 'a carving'. See

glyph.

Htmalnc^: petroglyph-ic, ad}.,petroglyph-y, n.

petrographer, n. — See next word and agential

suff. -er.

petrography, n., scientific description of rocks.—
Lit. 'description of rocks', fr. Gk. TC^Tpa, 'rock'.



petrol

and -ypatpia, fr. Ypatpeiv, 'to write'. See 1st

petro- and -graphy.

Derivatives: petrograph-ic, petrograph-ic-al,

adjs., petrograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

petrol, n, 1) petroleum (rare); 2) gasoline. — F.

petrole, fr. ML. petroleum. See petroleum.

Derivative
:
/7e//-o/, intr. v.

petrolatum, n., pure petroleum jelly. — ModL.,
formed fr. petroleum on analogy of chemical

terms ending in -dtum, as acetatum,' etc. (see

chem. suif. -ate).

petroleum, n.— ML., fr. h.petra{ti. Gk. TTETpa),

'rock', and oleum, 'oil'. See petro- and oil.

petrolic, adj., pertaining to petroleum.— Chem.
prec. word and adj. suif. -ic.

petrology, n., the study of rocks. — Compounded
of 1st petro- and Gk. -XoyiS, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: petrolog-ic, petrolog-ic-al, adjs.,

petrolog-ic-al-ly, ady., petrolog-ist, n.

petronel, n., an old firearm. — MF. (= F.) pe-

trinal, fr. OF. peitrine (F. poitrine), 'chest', fr.

VL. *pectorina, prop. fem. of the adj. *peclori-

nus, 'pertaining to the chest', used as a noun, fr.

L. pectus, gen. pectoris, 'chest' (see pectoral); so

called from its being rested against the chest in

firing. The English form of the word is due to a

confusion with L.petra, 'rock, stone', with which
it has nothing to do.

petrosal, adj., petrous. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. petrosus, 'rocky', fr. petra, 'rock'. See

petrous.

Derivative: petrosal, n., a petrosal bone.

Petroselinum, n., a genus of plants, the parsley

(bot.)— Late L., fr. Gk. TCSTpoaiXivov, 'parsley'.

See parsley,

petrous, adj., 1) stony; 2) pertaining to that part

of the temporal bone which protects the internal

ears. — MF. petreux, fr. L. petrosus, 'rocky', fr.

petra, 'rock', fr. Gk. Ti^xpa. See petro- and -ous.

petticoat, n. — ME. petycote, lit. 'a small coat'.

See petty and coat.

Derivatives: petticoat, adj. and tr. and intr. v.,

petticoat-ed, adj., petticoat-ery, n., petticoat-less,

adj.

pettifog, intr. and tr. v. — Back formation fr.

pettifogger (q.v.)

Derivative: pettifogg-ing, adj. and n.

pettifogger, n. — The first element of this word is

petty. The second element is identical with obsol.

E. Jogger, 'pettifogger', which is prob. traceable

to Fugger, the surname of a famous German
family of merchants and financiers in the 15th

and 16th cent.

Derivative: pettifogger-y, n.

pettitoes, n. pi., pig's feet used for food. — The
original meaning was 'giblets (of any animal)'.

The word derives fr. OF. petite oe, 'goose

giblets', lit. 'little goose', fr. petite, fem. of petit,

'little', and oue', oe (F. oie), 'goose', fr. VL. *auca,

'goose', a contraction of *avica, fr. L. avis.
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'bird'. See petit and aviation and cp. ocarina.

petty, adj. — ME. pety, petit, fr. MF. (= F.)

petit, 'small, little', fr. OF., prob. from a base of
imitative origin, expressive of littleness in in-

fant's language. Cp. petit and the first element

in pettifogger. Cp. also It. piccolo, Sp. pegueno,

'small, little', and see piccolo.

Derivatives: petti-ly, adv., pelti-ness, n.

petulance, n. — F. petulance, fr. L. petulantia,

'sauciness, freakishness, impudence; petulance',

fr. petulans, gen. -amis. See next word and -ce.

petulancy, n., petulance.— L. petulentia. See prec.

word and -cy.

petulant, adj., impatient; irritable; peevish. —
MF. (= F.) petulant, fr. L. petulantem, ace. of

petulans, 'saucy, freakish, impudent; petulant',

prop. pres. part, of *petuldre, 'to attack in jest',

fr. petere, 'to attack'. See petition and -ant.

Derivative : petulant-ly, adv.

Petunia, n., a genus of plants of the potato fam-

ily {bot.)— ModL., fr. F.petun, 'tobacco plant',

fr. Port, petum(e), fr. Guarani petT (with nasal-

ized (')• For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

petuntse, n., white clay used in China to inake

porcelain. — Chin, pai-tun-tzu, fr. pai, 'white',

tun, 'stone', and formative element -tzu.

petzite, n., a silver gold telluride (mineral.) —
Named after W. Petz, who analyzed it. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

peucites, n., fossil pine wood. — Fr. Gk. keuxt],

'pine', which is cogn. with Lith. puSis, OPruss.

peuse, 'pine, spruce', OHG. fiuhta, MHG. viehte,

G. Fichte, Olr. ochtach, 'spruce'. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

pew, n. — ME. pewe, puwe, pywe, fr. MF.
puie, puiee, 'prop, stay, raised seat, balcony',

verbal noun formed fr. puier, 'to prop, support',

fr. VL. *podiare, fr. L. podium, 'an elevated

place, parapet, balcony', fr. Gk. ttoSlov, 'base,

pedestal, balcony', dimin. of ttouc, gen. ttoSAi;.

'foot'. See foot and cp. -pod, podium, puy. Cp.

also appui, apoggiatura.

Derivatives: pew, tr. v., pew-age, n.

pewee, also spelled pcewee, n., 1) the flycatcher;

2) the lapwing. — Imitative of the bird's cry.

pewit, peewit, n., the lapwing; the pewee.— Imi-

tative. See prec. word.

pewter, n., any of various alloys having tin as

their chief constituent. — ME. pewtyr, pewtre,

fr. OF. peltre, peautre, fr. VL. peltrum (whence

also It. peltro, OProven?., Sp. peltre), which is

of uncertain origin. Cp. spelter.

Derivative : penter-er, n.

-pexy, also -pexia, -pexis, combining form mean-
ing 'fixing (of a specified part)', as in colopexy,

hysteropexy.— Medical L. -pexia, -pexis, fr. Gk.
7r^5t?. 'a fixing', from the stem of Trrj-i^uvai, 'to

fix, make firm', fr. I.-E. base *pdg-, *pdk-, 'to

join together'. See pact.

peyote, n., a mescal cactus. — Mexican Sp., fr.

NahuatI peyotl, 'caterpillar'; so called in allu-

sion to the downy center.
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Peziza, n., a genus of fungi (bot.) — ModL., fr.

L. pezica or pezita, 'mushroom without a stalk',

fr. Gk. TteCsa, ^^'Qk, of s.m., which is rel. to

7tEt;6(; (for *toSi6(; ), 'on foot', and to Troii?, gen.

TCoSog, 'foot'. See foot and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

pfennig, n., a small bronze coin of Germany. —
G. See penny.

Phacelia, n., a genus of plants of the waterleaf

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. '.paxeXo;,

'bundle, fascicle', which is of uncertain origin;

so called from the shape of its flowers. For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

phaeno-, before a vowel phaen-. — See pheno-,

piien-.

Phaethon, n., the son of Helios, the sun god, who

once drove his father's sun chariot and almost

set the world on fire (Greek and Roman mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. (bai^oyi, lit. 'shining', fr. cpaeov,

'to shine, gleam', fr. <paoi;, 'light'. See phantasm.

phaeton, n., a light four-wheeled carriage. — So

called from Phaethon, the unlucky driver of his

father's chariot. See prec. word.

-phag, -phage, combining form meaning 'eater',

as in xylophage. — From the stem of Gk.

(payeiv, 'to eat'. See -phagous.

phagedena, phagedaena, n., gangrene (med.)— L.

phagedaena, fr. Gk. 9(z.Y^Saiva, 'cancerous sore,

cancer', lit. 'voracity', fr. (paystv, 'to eat'. See

-phagous.

phagedenic, phagedaenic, adj. — Gk. (payc-

Saivtxoi;, 'of the nature of a cancer', fr. tpayl-

Satva. See prec. word and adj. suflf. -ic.

Derivative: phaged(a)emc-al, adj.

-phagia. See -phagy.

phago-, combining form meaning 'eating', as in

phagocyte. —- Gk. tpayo-, fr. (payeTv, 'to eat'.

See -phagous.

phagocyte, n. (biol. and med.) — Coined by the

Russian zoologist and bacteriologist £lie Metch-

nikoff (1845-1916) in 1884 from phago- and

Gk. x'jToi;, 'a hollow vessel'. See -cyte.

Derivatives: phagocyte, tr. v., phagocyt-ic, adj.,

phagocyt-ism, n., phagocyt-ize, tr. v.

phagocytosis, n., destruction of bacteria by pha-

gocytes.— ModL., coined by Metchnikoff' from

prec. word and suff. -osis.

-phagous, combining form meaning 'eating, feed-

ing on', as in creophagous, xylophagous. — Gk.

-(piyo;, 'eater of, from the stem of 7ay£w, 'to

eat', which is cogn. with Ol. bhdjati, 'assigns,

allots, apportions, enjoys, loves', bhdgah, 'al-

lotter, distributor, master', bhdksati, 'eats,

drinks, enjoys', Avestic baya-, OPers. baga-,

"master, god', lit. 'distributor, OSlav. boga,

'god', bogatu, 'rich', u-bogu, ne-bogu, 'unfortu-

nate'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*bhag-, 'to distribute, share out'. Cp. the second

element in esopliagus. Cp. also bahadur, bak-

sheesh, Bhaga, Bhagavad-Gita. For E. -ous (in

-phagous), as equivalent to Gk. -o;, see -ous.

-phagy, also -phagia, combining form meaning

'eating of (something specified)', as in anthro-

pohagy, geophagy. — ModL. -phagia, fr. Gk.

-(pay I a, 'eating of, fr. -9ayoc, 'eating'. See

-phagous and -y (representing Gk. -£a).

phalange, n., single bone of finger or toe (anat.

and zool.) — F., fr. L. phalanx, gen. -angis. See

phalanx.

Derivative: phalange-al, adj.

phalanger, n., any of a number of Australian

arboreal marsupials with a long tail ; (cap.) the

typical genus of phalangers (zool.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. tpaXay^, 'bone between two joints of the

fingers or toes' (see phalange); so called in allu-

sion to the characteristic formation of the toes.

Phalangeridae, n. pi., a family of marsupials

(zool.) — ModL., formed from prec. word with

suff. -idae.

phalanstery, n., socialistic community proposed

by the French social scientist Frani;ois-Marie-

Charles Fourier (1772-1837). — F. phalanstere,

coined by Fourier fr. phalange, name ofthe com-

munity in Fourier's system, prop, 'phalanx', and

the ending -ere, after monastere (= E. monas-

tery). See phalanx.

Derivatives: phalanster-ial, adj., phalanster-ian,

adj. and x\., phalanster-ian-ism, n.,phalanster-ic,

ad']., phalanster-ism, n., phalanster-ist, n.

phalanx, n., heavy infantry in close order (Greek

antiquity^ ; a single bone of finger or toe (anat.

and zool.) — L., fr. Gk. <paXay5, 'trunk, log,

line of battle, battle array; bone between two

joints of the fingers or toes', cogn. with OE.

balca, 'a ridge between furrows'. See balk, n.,

and cp. Falange. In anatomy, phalanx orig. de-

noted the whole row of the finger joints, which

was so called because its arrangement is sug-

gestive of a battle array. See Joseph Hyrtl, Ono-

matologia anatomica, p. 104, and cp. phalange.

Derivative: phalanx-ed, adj.

Phalaris, n., a genus of plants, the canary grass

(bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. cpaXapii;, 'coot; canary

grass'. See next word.

phalarope, n., any of small wading birds that re-

semble the sandpiper. — P., irregularly formed

fr. ModL. Phalaropus, name of the type genus,

fr. Gk. vaXapti;, 'coot' and tto'jc, gen. TioSo?,

'foot'. The first element prop, means 'white,

shining' (the coot is called 9xXipi; from the

white spot on its head), and derives fr. 9a>-6c,

'white, shining' (whence also 9aXap6;, 'having

a patch of white'), and is cogn. with L. Julica,

'coot', OHG. belihha, MHG., G. belche, 'coot'.

All these words derive fr. l.-E. base *bhel-, 'to

shine", whence also OI. bhdtam, 'brightness;

forehead', OE. biel, 'a blazing fire, a funeral

pyre', ME. balled, 'bald'. See bald and cp. words

there referred to. For the second element in

ModL. Phalaropus see -pod.

phallic, adj., pertaining to the phallus or to phal-

licism.— Gk. 9aXX'.x6c, 'pertaining to the phal-

lus", fr. faXKoi;. See next word and -ic.

Derivatives: /jAa//(C-(iOT, n., phallic-ist, n.



phallus

phallus, n., an image of the male organ of genera-

tion. — l^. phallus, fr. Gk. tfoXKoc,, 'phallus', for

I.-E. *bhl-no-; rel. to 9aXXatva, cpaXXrj, 'whale',

and cogn. with L. follis (prob. for *bhol-nis), 'a

pair of bellows' (orig. 'leather sack'), fr. I.-E.

base *bhel-, 'to swell', whence also ON. boli,

'bull', OE. bulluc, 'little bull'. See bull, 'male of

the ox' and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: phallic (q.v.), phall-ism, n., phall-

ist, n.

Phanar, n., name of the Greek quarter in Con-
stantinople. — Turk. Fanar, fr. ModGk. C>a-

vapi, 'lighthouse', fr. Gk. 9avap!,ov, 'lantern',

dimin. of <pav(i?, 'torch' (see phantasm); so call-

ed from its lighthouse.

Phanariot, Phanariote, n., a Greek residing in the

Phanar quarter of Constantinople. — ModGk.
OavapitoTTjq, 'inhabitant of the quarter called

Oavdtpi*. See prec. word and -ote.

-phane, combining form meaning 'having the ap-

pearance of . .

.

', as in cellophane, cymophane. —
Gk. -qiavy)?, from the stem of cpawsiv, 'to show',

cpacvsa&ai, 'to appear'. See phantasm and cp.

phanero-.

phanero-, before a vowel phaner-, combining

form meaning 'visible, manifest'. — Gk. cpa-

vepo-, 9avsp-, fr. (pocvspoq, 'visible, manifest; il-

lustrious'. See phantasm and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

phanerogam, n., a plant bearing flowers {bot.) —
F. phanerogame, compounded of Gk. 9avep6g,

'visible' and ydcjioi;, 'marriage'. See phanero- and

gamo-.

Derivatives : phanerogam-ic, phanerogam-ous,

adjs.

phantasm, n., illusion, phantom. — ME. fan-

tasme, fr. OF.fanlasme, fr. L.phantasma, fr. Gk.
9avToca[ji,a, 'apparition', fr. r{i(x.vTaZ,zi.-v, 'to

make visible, display' (whence also 9avTatjia,

'appearance, imagination'), from the stem of

<patv£i,v, 'to make appear, show; to shine',

whence also ^ai.v6q, 'torch', 9avsp6(;, 'visible,

manifest; illustrious'; rel. to (fioq, 9C1?, 'light',

fr. I.-E. base *bkd-, 'to shine', whence also OI.

bhdti, 'shines, glitters', bhds-, 'light, glory'. Arm.
banam, 'I open', prop. 'I make visible". Alb.

Gheg baj, Tosk ben, 'I make', lit. 'I make ap-

pear' (both these words derive from the common
Albanian stem *ban''6), Olr. ban, 'white; light,

ray of light', but L. fenestra, 'window', is not

cognate. See fancy and cp. phantom, which is a

doublet of phantasm. Cp. also Aphanes, apha-

nite, aphotic, diaphanous, emphasis, hierophant,

paenula, Phaethon, phaeton, Phanar, -phane,

phanero-, -phany, phenol, phenomenon, phos-

phorus, photo-, sycophant.

Derivatives: phantasm-al, adj., phantasm-al-ity,

n., phantasm-al-ly, adv., phantasm-at-ic, phan-

tasm-at-ic-al, adjs., phantasm-at-ic-al-ly, adv.,

phantasm-ic, phantasm-ic-al, adjs.

phantasmagoria; n., a series of optical illusions.

— ModL., fr. F. fantasmagorie, a word coined
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by Mercier in 1801 fr. Gk. 9avT-aajia, 'appari-

tion' and dyopEiisiv, 'to speak'; assimilated in

form to F. allegorie. See prec. word and agora

and cp. allegory.

Derivatives: phantasmagor-al, adj., phantasma-

gor-al-ly, adv. , phantasmagor-ic, phantasmagor-

ic-al, a&ji., phanlasmagor-ist, n., phantasmagor-

y,n.

phantasy, n. — See fantasy.

phantom, n., 1) specter; 2) illusion. — TAF. fan-

tome, fantosme, fr. OF. fantosme (F. fantome),

fr. VL. *fantagma, *fantauma (whence also

PTOven(;. fantauma), fr. Gk. 9avTaa|j[.a, 'appari-

tion'. See phantasm.

Ximya.X\\ei.phantomat-ic,phantom-ic,phantom-

ic-al, adjs., phantom-ist, n., phantom-y, adj.

-phany, combining form meaning 'appearance',

as in epiphany.— Gk. -9avia, -9avei,a, 'appear^

ance', fr. 9av-, stem of matveiv, 'to make ap-

pear, show'. See phantasm.

Pharaoh, n., title of the kings of ancient Egypt.—
Late L. Pharao, fr. Gk. <l)apaco, fr. Heb. Par'o'',

fr. Egypt. per-o(5), lit. 'great house'. Cp. faro.

Derivatives : Pharaon-ic, Pharaon-ic-al, adjs.

Pharisaic, adj. — Late L. Pharisaicus, fr. Gk.

fl&apiaatxo?, fr. Sapiaaioc, 'Pharisee'. See

Pharisee and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: pharisaic-al, adj., pharisaic-al-ly,

adv., pharisaic-al-ness, n.

Pharisaism, n. — ModL. Pharisaismus, fr. Gk.

OapLcato?, 'Pharisee'. See next word and -ism.

Pharisee, n., a member of a Jewish religious sect

during the two centuries preceding and the cen-

tury following the beginning of the Common
Era {Jewish history). — ME. pharise, fr. OF.

pharise (F. pharisien), fr. Late L. Pharisaeus, fr.

Gk. Oapiaatog, fr. Aram, jj rishayyd, emphatic

pi. ofprlsh, 'separated', corresponding to Heb.

parish; fr. Aram, p^rdsh, resp. Heb. pardsh, 'he

separated' (whence pdrashd , 'a section of the

Torah'). See parashah and -ee.

pharmaceutic, adj. — Late L. pharmaceuticus, fr.

Gk. 9ap(xaxEUTix6<;, 'relating to drugs', fr. 9ap-

[;.ax£UT7;c, 'druggist', fr. 9ap[xa>tsuEi.v, 'to give

drugs', fr. 9apu.axov, 'drug'. See pharmacy and

adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: pharmaceut-ics, n., pharmaceutic-

al, adj. and n., pharmaceutic-al-ly, adv.

pharmaceutist, n., a pharmacist. — Formed from

prec. word with suff. -ist.

pharmaco-, combining form meaning 'drug, med-

icine, poison'. — Gk. 9ap[iay.o-, fr. 9apn.aKOV,

'charm, philter, drug, remedy'. See pharmacy.

pharmacology, n., the science of drugs. — Lit.

'the study of drugs', fr. pharmaco- and Gk.

-Xoyii, fr. -Xoyo;, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See -logy.

Derivatives : pharmacolog-ic, pharmacolog-ic-al,

adjs., pharmacotog-ic-al-ty, adv., pharmacolog-

ist, n.

pharmacopoeia, also spelled pharmacopeia, n., an
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official book containing a list of drugs and direc-

tions for their preparation. — Medical L., fr.

Gk. 9ap[xaK07toita, 'preparation of drugs', fr.

9ap)xa>co7Toi6(;, 'preparing drugs', fr. 9!xp[xa-

y.ov, 'drug', and Ttoistv, 'to make'. See pharmacy

and poet. The name pharmacopoeia was first

used as title of a book by Anutius Foesius (1528-

95) of Basel.

Derivatives : pharmacopoei-al, pharmacopoei-an,

adjs., pharmacopoe-ist, n.

pharmacy, n., the art of preparing and dispensing

drugs. — ME. farmacie, fr. MF. (= F.) phar-

macie, fr. Late L. pharmacla, fr. Gk. 9ap-

jiaxeta, 'use of drugs', fr. 9ap(j.axsu£iv, 'to ad-

minister drugs', fr. 9ap[jLaKov, 'medicine, drug,

remedy; poison; philter; charm, spell, enchant-

ment', which is perh. cogn. with Lith. buriii,

biirti, 'to charm', Lett, bur'u, burt, of s.m. Cp.

the second element in alexipharmic.

Derivative : pharmac-ist, n.

pharos, n., lighthouse, beacon. — L., fr. Gk.

9apo?. fr. (I>dpo;, name of an island off Alexan-

dria, on which King Ptolemy Philadelphus built

a lighthouse.

pharyng-, form of pharyngo- before a vowel.

pharyngal, adj., pharyngeal. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. ModL. pharynx. See pharynx,

pharyngeal, adj., pertaining to the pharynx. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Moiil.. pharyngeus,

'pertaining to the pharynx', fr. pharynx. See

pharynx,

pharyngitis, n., inflammation of the pharynx

imed.) — Medical L., formed fr. Gk. 9dpuY5

(see pharynx) with suff. -itis.

pharyngo-, before a vowel pharyng-, combining

form denoting the pharynx. — See pharynx,

pharyngology, n., the study of the pharynx and its

diseases {med.) — Compounded of pharyngo-

and Gk. -Xoyia, fr- ->'6t°?. 'one who speaks (in

a certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: pharyngolog-ic-al, adj.

pharyngoscope, n., an instrument for examining

the pharynx. — Compounded of pharyngo- and

Gk. -axoTTiov, fr. axoTtEiv, 'to look at, examine'.

See -scope.

Derivative: pharyngoscop-y, n.

pharynx, n., the part of the alimentary canal be-

tween the palate and the esophagus — ModL.,

fr. Gk. 9dcpuY5, gen. 9(ipuyyo(;, 'throat, chasm,

gulf, which is rel. to 9dpaY5. 'cleft, chasm', and

cogn. with L. friimen (for *frug-smen or, less

prob., *frug-men), 'throat'. Arm. erbuc, 'breast;

thorax', ON. barki, 'neck, throat, windpipe', fr.

I.-E. base *bher-, 'to cut'. See bore, 'to pierce',

and cp. foramen. See also larynx,

phase, n., 1) each of the aspects of the moon or a

planet; 2) aspect; 3) stage of change. — Back

formation (t. phases, pi. ofModh.phasis, fr. Gk.

tfitni;, 'appearance, (of a star), phase (of the

moon)', from the stem of 9atveiv, 'to make ap-

pear, show',9txiveiTftat,'to appear'.See phantasm.

Phaseolus, n., a genus of plants, the kidney bean

{bot.) — L., 'kidney bean', fr. phaselus, of s.m.,

fr. Gk. 9aar)Xo;, 'a kind of bean'. Cp. faKT),

9x-/'.6?, 'bean'. Cp. also frijole.

-phasia, -phasy, combining form meaning

'speech'. —• ModL. -phasia, fr. Gk. fnxt^iQ, 'a

saying, speech', from 9a-, the stem of 9Ti[jtt,

9dvai, 'to speak'. See -phemia.

phasianid, n., a bird belonging to the family

Phasianidae. — See next word and -id.

Phasianidae, n. pL, a family of birds, the pheas-

ants (prnithol) — ModL., formed with suff.

-idae fr. L. phasidnus, 'pheasant'. See pheasant,

phasis, n., a phase. — ModL., fr. Gk. 9aai,(;. See

phase.

Derivative : iJAai-ic, adj.

pheasant, n. — UE.fesant, fr. OF. (= ¥.)faisan,

fr. h. phasidnus, fr. Gk. 9aatav6t; (scil. opvti;),

lit. 'the Phasian bird', fr. $aaiq, 'the Phasis', a

river in Colchis. The -t in pheasant is excrescent;

it is due to a confusion of the ending -an with

-ant, the suff. of the pres. part, of verbs per-

taining to the 1st Latin conjugation. Cp. peasant,

tyrant.

Derivative : pheasant-ry, n.

Phegopteris, n., a genus of plants, the beech fern

(^hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. 9V)yo(;,

'oak' (taken in the sense of its L. cognate /ag«j,

'beech'), andTrx^pic, 'fern'. For the first element

see beech and cp. Epiphegus, for the second see

Pteris.

phello-, before a vowel phell-, combining form

meaning 'cork, bark', as in phellogen. — Gk.

9EXX0-, 9EXX-, fr. 9eXX6(;, 'cork tree, cork",

which is rel. to 9X016?, 9X60;, 'the inner bark

of trees', 9X£to, '1 teem, abound', 9Xuto, 'I boil

over, bubble, rise', 9X11^01, 'I bubble', ^Xuy.Tiq,

9XuxTatvx, 'blister', <f'ki<\i, gen. 9XE(i6(;, 'vein'

and cogn. with L.fluere, 'to flow'. See fluent and

cp. phleho-, Phleum, phloem, phlyctena, the first

element in phlobaphene and in phlorizin and the

second element in Conopholis. Cp. also blain,

bloat, blot, 'blackgammon', and the second ele-

ment in pantoffle.

phelloderm, n., a layer of tissue developed on the

inner side of the cork (bot.) — Compounded of

phello- and Gk. S^pixa, 'skin'. See derma.

Derivative: phelloderm-al, adj.

phellogen, n., the meristematic tissue out of which

cork is developed.— Lit. 'cork producer'; com-

pounded of phello- and -gen.

Derivatives : phellogen-etic, phellogen-ic, adjs.

-phemia, combining form denoting 'speech' {med.)

Gk. -97)nia, fr. 'f't'ii'.''),
'speech', from the

stem of frjii.1, 'I speak', which is cogn. with L.

fdri, 'to speak', fdma, 'report, reputation'. See

fame and cp. -phasia.

phen-, form of pheno-, before a vowel.

phenacetin, phenacetine, n., a crystalline com-

pound, used in medicine as an antipyretic.— See

phen-, acetic and chem. suff. -in, resp. -ine.

phenacite, n., a silicate of glucinum {mineral.) —



Phenician

Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. tpeva^, gen.

9svaxo(;, 'cheat, impostor', which is of uncer-

tain origin; so called because it was mistaken

for quartz.

Phenician, adj. and n. — A var. of Phoenician.

Phenix, n. — A var. of Phoenix.

pheno-, also spelled phaeno-, before a vowel phen-,

resp. phaen-, combining form meaning 'per-

taining to, or derived from, benzene' (chem.)—
F. pheno-, phen-, fr. Gk. ipatvEiv, 'to make ap-

pear, show ; to shine' (see phantasm) ; first used

by the French chemist Auguste Laurent (1807-

53) to indicate derivation from coal tar. Cp. next

word.

phenol, n., a crystalline compound commonly
called carbolic acid (chem.) — A hybrid coined

fr. Gk. 9aivsiv, 'to make appear, show; to

shine' (see pheno-), and -ol. The name phenol is

a modification of F. acide phenique, a name
given to this compound by the French chemist

Auguste Laurent (1807-53) in 1841.

Derivatives: phenol-ate, n. and tr. v., phenol-ic,

adj., phenol-ize, tr. v., phenol-iz-ation, n.

phenological, adj., pertaining to the study of the

relation of the forms of organisms to their

environment. — G. phdnologisch, coined by C.

Fritsch in 1853 fr. Gk. 9aivo- (fr. cpaiveiv, 'to

make appear, to show'), -Xoyta (fr. -X6yoi;, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)', and suff. -isch. See

phantasy, -logy and -ical.

Derivative : phenological-ly, adv.

phenology, n. — See prec. word and -y (repre-

senting Gk. -ia).

Derivatives
:
pAeno/og-fc-o/, adj., phenolog-ist, n.

phenomena), adj. — A hybrid coined by the

English poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-

1834) fr. phenomenon and suff. -al (fr. L. -alls).

Derivatives: phenomenal-ism, n., phenomenal-

ist, n., phenomenal-isl-ic, adj., phenomenal-ist-ic-

al-ly, adv., phenomenal-ity, n., phenomenal-ize,

tr. v., phenomenal-iz-ation, n., phenomenal-ly,

adv.

phenomenology, n., the scientific study ofphenom-
ena. — G. Phanomenologie, first used as the title

of the fourth part of the Neues Organon by the

German physicist Johann Heinrich Lambert

(1728-77) coined fr. Gk. cpaiv6[iEvov (see next

word) and -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: phenomenolog-ic-at, adj., phenom-

enolog-ic-al-ly, adv.

phenomenon, n., 1) fact, circumstance or experi-

ence; 2) a remarkable thing or person. — Late

L. phaenomenon, fr. Gk. 9atv6(ievov, neut. of

9atvc(j.evo;, pres. part, of 9atv£ada!., 'to ap-

pear', passive of 9aLveiv, 'to make appear, show".

See phantasm. For the Greek pass. suff. -(xevo;

see alumnus and cp. words there referred to.

phenotype, n., atype distinguished by visible char-

acters. — Compounded of pheno- and type, n.
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Derivatives: phenotyp-ic, pheiiotyp-ic-al, adjs.,

phenotyp-ic-al-ly, adv.

phenyl, n., the radical basis of phenol (chem.) —
Coined fr. phen- and -yl.

Derivatives: phenyl-ate, n., and tr. v., phenyl-

ation, n. , phenyl-ene, n.

pheon, n., arrowhead (her.)— Ofunknown origin.

phew, interj., exclamation of disgust. — Imita-

tive.

phial, n., a small glass bottle.— ME.ftole, fr. OF.
fiole, phiole, fr. h.pkiala, fr. Gk. (fii.7a), "broad,

flat bowl', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. vial.

phialine, adj., resembling a phial. — See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ine.

phil-, pref. — Form of philo- before a vowel.

-phil, suff. — The same as -phile.

Philadelphus, n., a genus of plants, the mock
orange or syringa (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. 91.X-

a8EX9ov, 'mock orange', prop. neut. of the adj.

(f)'.'Ka.Ssk({iOQ, 'loving one's brother; brotherly', fr.

91X01;, 'loving', and a8EX96c, 'brother'. See

philo- and adelpho-.

philander, intr. v., to make love. — Fr. obsol. n.

philander, 'philanderer', fr. Gk. 9iXavSpoc,

'lover of men', which is compounded of Gk.
91X05, 'beloved, loving', and av7;p, gen. dvSpo?,

'man'. See philo- and andro-.

Derivative : philander-er, n.

philanthrope, n., a philanthropist. — F., fr. Gk.
9iXavftpojito(;, 'loving mankind, humane, benev-

olent, kind-hearted', compounded of 91X0?,

'loving' and avfl-pcoTto?, 'man'. See philo- and

anthropO".

Derivatives: philanthropic (q.v.), philanthrop-

ism, n., philanthrop-ist, n., philanthrop-ize, tr.

and intr. v., philanthropy (q.v.)

philanthropic, also philanthropical, adj. — F. phi-

lanthropique, fr. Gk. 9iXavOpw:ro!:. See prec.

word.

Derivative: philanthropical-ly, adv.

philanthropy, n. — Late h. philanthrdpia, fr. Gk.
9iXav-&pcoTria, 'love to mankind, humanity,

benevolence,kind-heartedness',fr.9iXav-S>po7:o(;.

See philanthrope and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

philately, n., collection of stamps. — F. philatelie,

fr. phil- and Gk. axEXEta, 'exemption from

taxes', fr. v.xz'kr,c, 'free from taxes', which is

formed fr. a- (see priv. pref. -a) and 'eXo-, 'end,

completion, authority, tax, duty" (see tele-) ; so

called because the postage stamp exempted the

sender from paying taxes.

Derivatives: philatel-ic, philatel-ic-al, adjs.,

philatel-ic-al-ly, adv., philatel-isT, n.

Philathea, n., international organization ofyoung
women's Bible classes. — Lit. 'lovers of the

truth', incorrectly formed fr. Gk. 91,XeTv, 'to

love', and aXrj&Eta, 'truth". See philo- and

aletho-. The correct form would be Philalelhea.

-phile, before a vowel -phil, combining form
meaning 'loving', as in bibliophil(e). — F. -phile,

it. ML. -philus, fr. Gk. -f\,Xoc,, fr. 91X0?, 'be-

loved ; loving'. See philo-.

n/j pniiosopner

Philemon, masc. PN., a pious man, husband of

Baucis (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 4>iXrj[j[.cov,

lit. 'loving, affectionate", fr. 9iXeTv, 'to love". See

philo-.

philharmonic, adj., loving music. — F. philhar-

monique, fr. It. filarmonico, fr. fil-, 'phil-', and

armonico, fr. Gk. (-ra) apjjiovixa, 'theory of

music', neut. pi. of apjAovixoi;, 'harmonious'.

See phil- and harmonic.

Philhellene, adj., loving the Greeks; n., one

loving the Greeks.— Gk. 9iXeXXt)v, 'one loving

the Greeks', compounded of 9£Xo?, 'loving', and

"EXXt;v, 'Hellene'. See philo- and Hellenic.

Derivatives: Philhellen-ic, adj., Philhellen-ism,

n., Philhellen-ist, n.

Philip, masc. PN. — L. Philippus, fr. Gk. OiXitt-

TTO?, fr. 9iXi7t7ro(;, 'fond of horses', compound-

ed of 91X0;, 'beloved; loving', and ittttoi;,

'horse'. See philo- and hippo- and cp. philippic

and the second element in Xanthippe.

Philippa, fern. PN. — Modern formation fr.

Philip.

philippic, n., invective speech. — Fr. L. Philippi-

cus, fr. Gk. OiXittttixck;, 'relating to Philip', fr.

(tiXiTTTTOi;, 'Philip' ; so called with allusion to the

orations of Demosthenes against Philip of Ma-
cedon. See Philip and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: philippic-ize, intr. v.

philippina, also Philippine, n., the name of a game.

— See philopena.

Philippine, adj., of the Philippine Islands. —
Formed fr. Sp. (Islas) Filipinos, lit. 'the islands

of Philip' ; named after Philipp II, king of Spain.

For the ending see adj. suff. -ine.

Philistia, n., the land of the Philistines. — ML.,

fr. Gk. 1>iX'.cjTia, fr. Heb. P^lesheth. See Philis-

tine and 1st -ia.

Philistine, n. — F. Philistin, fr. Late L. Philistini

(pi.), fr. Gk. <l>iXiCTTi!voi. (see Josephus, Antiqui-

ties, I, 6, 2), fr. Heb. P^Ushttm, fr. P^lesheth,

'Philistia, land of the Philistines'; cp. Akkad.

Palastu, Pilistu. In the sense 'narrow-minded,

uncultured person' the word Philistine was

adapted by Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881) fr. G.

Philister.

Derivatives: Philistine, adj., Philistin-ism, n.

philo-, before a vowel phil-, combining form

meaning 'loving, fond of, interested in', as in

philosopher. — Gk. 91X0-, 91.X-, fr. 91X0?,

'loved, beloved, dear', as a noun, 'friend'; later,

in poetry, also used in an active sense, 'loving,

friendly", whence 91XEIV, 'to love" ; of uncertain

origin. Cp. philander, Philemon, philter, syphilis.

Philoctetes, n., a famous archer, who killed Paris

in the Trojan war with one of the poisoned ar-

rows given him by Hercules (Greek mythol.) —
L. Philoctetes, fr. Gk. OiXoxTrj-rr,;, lit. 'he who
loves to possess', fr. 91X0!;, 'beloved; lover', and

xTao(xat, 'I get, acquire". See philo- and check,

'sudden, stop'.

Philodendron, n., a genus of plants of the arum
family; (not cap.), any plant of the genus Philo-

dendron (hot.) — ModL., compounded of philo-

and Gk. SsvSpov, 'tree'. See dendro-.

philogynist, n., a lover ofwomen.— Formed with

suff. -ist fr. Gk. 9t.Xoyuv7];, 'fond of women',

which is compounded of 91X0?, 'beloved;

loving', and yuvif), 'woman'. See philo- and

gyneco-.

philogyny, n., love of women. — Gk. 9i,XoYuvia,

fr. 9i.XoYuvr)(;. See prec. word and -y (repre-

senting Gk. -la).

philologue, n., a philologist. — MF. (= F.), fr. L.

philologus, 'lover of learning', fr. Gk. 91X0X6^01;.

See next word.

philology, n. — F. philologie, fr. L. philologia,

'love of learning, love of letters', fr. Gk. 91X0-

XoyiS, fr. 91X0X670?, 'fond of learning', which

is compounded of 91X01;, 'beloved, loving',

and -XoYoc;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner) ; one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

philo- and -logy.

Derivatives: philolog-er, n., philolog-ian, n.,

philolog-ic, philolog-ic-al, adjs., philolog-ic-al-ly,

adv., philolog-ist, n., philolog-ist-ic, adj., philolog-

ize, tr. and intr. v.

Philamachus, n., a genus of birds, the ruff (orni-

thj'.); synonym of Machetes. — ModL., com-

pounded of philo- and the stem of Gk. y-i-

yti\}a.i, 'to fight'. See -machy and cp. Machetes.

philomath, n., a lover of learning (rare). — Gk.
9i.Xo[iaS-r)i;, 'fond of learning", compounded of

qjiXo?, 'loving", and [xa&r], 'learning", from the

stem of [jiaV&avEiv, 'to learn'. See philo- and

mathematical.

philomathy, n., love of learning. — Gk. 91X0-

y-dS-sia, 9iXo(jia-9'ia, 'love of learning', fr. 91X0-

(xa^Wji;, 'fond of learning'. See prec. word and -y

(representing Gk. -eta, -(a).

Derivatives : philomath-ic, philomath-ic-al, adjs.

Philomel, n., the nightingale (poet.) — F. philo-

mele. See next word.

Philomela, n., the nightingale (poet.) — L., fr.

Gk. <I>iXo(iif)Xa, •StXofjtTjX-n, the name of Pan-

dion's daughter in Greek mythology, who, ac-

cording to Ovid, was changed into a nightingale.

The name prob. means 'lover of song' and is

compounded of 91X0?, 'loving' and the length-

ened form of [JiEXoq, 'song'. See philo- and

melic.

philopena, also philippina, Philippine, n., the name
of a game. — Corruption of philippina, fr. F.

Philippine, altered from Valentine. The meaning

of the noun philippina-philopena arose from the

custom of sending sweethearts a nut with a

double kernel on Valentine's day (= February

14th). In German, Philippine was transformed

into Philippchen, 'little Philip" and this further

into Vielliebchen, lit. 'much loved'. See valentine.

philosopher, n. — ME. philosophre, filosofre, fr.

OF. (= f.)philosophe, fr. L. philosophus, fr. Gk.
9iX6cto9o<;, 'lover of wisdom, philosopher', fr.

91X01;, 'loving', and 06901;, 'wise, learned'; see

philo-, sophism and -cr. Pythagoras was the first



philosophic

who called himself (fiX6cio(fO(;, mstead of oo-

(po?, 'wise man', since this latter term was sug-

gestive of immodesty.

philosophic, philosophical, adj.— L.philosophicus,

fr. Gk. cptXo(J09ix6(;, fr. (fikoaotfid, 'philosophy'.

See philosophy and -ic, resp. also -al.

philosophism, n., sophistry. — F. philosophisme,

formed fr. philosophie with suff. -isme. See

philosophy and -ism and cp. sophism.

philosophist, n., a sophist. — F. pMlosophiste,

formed fr. philosophie with suff. -iste. See phi-

losophy and -ist and cp. prec. word.

philosophize, intr. v. — See philosophy and -ize.

Derivative : philosophiz-ation, n.

philosophy, n. — ME. philosophie, fr. OF. philo-

sophie,filosofie(F.philosophie),fT.L.philosophia,

fr. Gk. tfikoaocfiioi, 'love of wisdom, philoso-

phy', fr. 91X600901;, 'lover of wisdom, philos-

opher'. See philosopher and -y (representing Gk.

-iS).

Derivatives : philosoph-ize, intr. v., philosoph-iz-

ation, n., philosoph-iz-er, n.

-philous, combining form meaning 'fond of, as in

ammophilous, entomophilous. — Gk. -fO-oc,, fr.

91X0?, 'beloved; loving'. See philo- and suff. -ous.

philter, philtre, n., love potion. — MF. (= F.)

philtre, fr. L. philtrum, fr. Gk. 9iXTpov, 'love

charm', lit. 'a means to make oneself beloved',

formed fr. 9i.X£tv, 'to love', with -xpov, a suff.

denoting instrument. See philo-.

Derivatives: philter, philtre, tr. v., philler-er, n.

philtrum, n., a dimple in the middle of the upper

lip (anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. 9iXTpov,

'love charm; dimple in the upper lip'. See prec.

word.

phit, interj. — Imitative of the sound of a bullet.

phiz, n. — Abbreviation of physiognomy.

phleb-, form of phlebo- before a vowel.

phlebitis, n., inflammation of a vein (med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. 9Xei}i, gen. 9Xep6<;, 'vein'.

See next word and -itis.

Derivative: /)/!/e6(/-(c, adj.

phlebo-, combining form meaning 'vein'. — Gk.

9Xs3o-, fr. <fi-i'\i, gen. rfkz^ic,, 'vein', which is

rel. to 9X£a), 'I teem, abound', rfkinn, 'I boil over,

bubble, rise', 9eXX6i;, 'cork tree, cork'. See

phello-.

phlebotomy, n., bloodletting. — ME. flebotomye,

fr. OF. flebotomie (F. phlebotomie), fr. Medical

L. phlebotomia, fr. Gk. 9XEfloTO|j,ia, 'blood-

letting', fr. 9Xe[3ot6[jio(;, 'opening veins', which

is compounded of 9Xe(Jj, gen. 9Xsp6<;, 'vein', and

-TO[jiia, 'cutting of, fr. TopLr], 'a cutting'. See

phlebo- and -tomy and cp. fleam.

Denvatives:phlebotom-ic,phlebotom-ic-al, adjs.,

phlebotom-ic-al-ly, adv., phlebotom-ist, n., phle-

botom-ize, tr. and intr. v., phlebotom-iz-ation, n.

PhlegethoQ, n., one of the rivers of Hades, con-

taining fire (Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. C&Xe-

ys^wv, lit. 'the blazing (river)', pres. part, of

tfkzfi^ev^, 'to burn, scorch, blaze up', poetic

collateral form of 9X^eiv. See next word.
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phlegm, n., 1) mucus; 2) apathy; 3) coolness,

calmness. — ME. fleume, fleme, fr. fteume (F.

flegme), fr. Late L. phlegma, fr. Gk. 9X17(12,

'inflammation', fr. 9XEYei,v, 'to burn, scorch,

kindle', which is rel. to 9X65, gen. 9X0761:,

'flame, blaze' ; fr. I.-E. base *bhleg-, *bhelg-, 'to

burn, be hot', whence also OI. bhrdjate, 'shines',

L.fulgere, 'to shine', fulgur, fulmen, 'lightning',

flagrare, 'to burn', OE. blsec, 'black'. See black

and words there referred to and cp. esp. Phle-

gethon, phlegmon, phlogiston. Phlox. For the

suff. -m (fr. Gk. -(i-a ) see -m and -ma.

Derivative: /»/i/egOT->', adj.

phlegmatic, adj. — MB., fleumatike, fr. OF.fleu-

matique (F. flegmatique), fr. Late L. phlegma-

ticus, fr. Gk. 9XEyjjiaTix6i;, "abounding in

phlegm', fr. 9XEY[xa, gen. dki'([x^-oc. See

phlegm and 1st -atic.

Derivatives: phlegmatical-ly, adv., phlegmat-

ism, n., phlegmat-ist, n., phlegmat-ous, adj.

phlegmon, n., suppurative inflammation of the

connective tissue (med.) — L. phlegmon, phleg-

mone, 'inflammation beneath the skin', fr. Gk.

9X£y(XMV, resp.9XEyijiovr),fr. 9XEYStv, 'to burn'.

See phlegm.

Derivatives: phlegmon-ic, phlegmon-ous, adjs.

Phleum, n., a genus of grasses (bot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. 9Xe(o;, 'wool-tufted reed", which is rel.

to 9XEC0, 'I teem, abound'. See phloem.

phlobaphene, n., a reddish substance obtained

from tannin (chem.) — Compounded of Gk.

9X601;, 'bark', and <^d.(fri, 'dipping, dyeing, dye'.

For the first element see phello- and cp. next

word. The second element is rel. to lidtTrTstv, 'to

dip' ; see baptism.

D&tiYative: phlubaphen-ic, adj.

phloem, n., bast tissue in plants (bot.) — G.

Phloem, coined by the botanist Karl Wilhelm

von Niigeli (1817-91) fr. Gk. 9X60?, 'bark',

which is rel. to 9Xe£o, 'I teem, abound', 9X60),

'I boil over, bubble, rise', 9EXX6;. 'cork tree,

cork'. See phello-.

phlogistic, adj., inflammatory (med.) — ModL.

phlogisticus, fr. phlogiston. See next word and

-ic and cp. dephlogisticate.

Derivatives: phlogistic-ate, tr. v., phlogistic-

ation, n.

phlogiston, n., the inflammatory principle. —
ModL., fr. Gk. 9XoYi-crT6\i, neut. of r^Xo^p.o-oc,

'burnt up; inflammable', fr. rfi-oyVizi-j, 'to set

on fire, burn', fr. 9X6;, gen 9X076:, 'flame,

blaze'. See Phlox. The term phlogiston was first

used by Raphael Eglin (1559-1622).

phlogopite, n., a brownish magnesium mica

(mineral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr.

Gk. 9XoY"7i6<:, 'fiery-looking", which is com-

pounded of 9X6E, gen. 9Xoy6<;, 'flame, blaze",

and &^, gen. W7:6?, 'eye'. See phlox and -opia.

phlogosis, n., inflammation (med.)— Medical L.,

formed fr. Gk. 9X65, gen. 9X0Y61;, 'flame, blaze'

(see Phlox), with sufT. -osis.

Phlomis, n., a genus of plants, the Jerusalem sage
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(hot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. 9X01^.11;, which is rel. to

9X61x01;, 'mullein'.

phloro-, before a vowel phlor-, related iophlorizin.

— F., from next word.

phlorizin, n., a bitter substance contained in the

bark of roots of the apple, pear, plum and

herrytree (chem.)—Compounded of Gk. 9X605,

'bark', and pil^a, 'root'. Seephello-,rizo-and -in.

Derivative : phlorizin-ize, tr. v.

Phlox, n., a genus of plants (6of.) — L., name of

a flower, fr. Gk. 9X6^, gen. 9X0Y61;, 'flame;

name of a plant', which is rel. to rfki-^zv^, 'to

bum', 9XlY|ia, 'inflammation'. See phlegm.

phlyctena, phlyctaena, n., a pustule (med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. 9X6>cTaiva, 'blister (caused

by a burn) inflammation', which is rel. to 9X6217,

'to boil over, bubble, rise', 9XuJ^eiv, 'to bubble',

9eXX6<;, 'cork tree, cork'. See phello-.

-phobe, combining form meaning 'fearing', as in

Francophobe, Germanophobe. — F., fr. L. -pho-

bus, fr. Gk. -96^0?, fr. 96(30?, 'panic flight;

panic fear; fear, terror', which stands in grada-

tional relationship to fi^s<s^a.\., 'to be put to

flight, to flee in terror; to fear', and is cogn.

with Lith. begu, begti, 'to flee', OSlav. begii,

'flight', beiati, 'to flee, run'.

-phobia, combining form meaning 'irrational fear

of something', as in agoraphobia, claustrophobia

(psychol. and med.) — Gk. -90^1^, 'panic fear

of, fear of, fr. (fo^oc;. See -phohe and 1st -ia.

phobia, n., an irrational fear. — Fr. prec. com-
bining form.

phobiology, n., the study of phobias. — Coined

fr. phobia and Gk. -XoyiS, fr. -'>.6yoc„ 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

phoca, n., a seal; (cap.) a genus of seals, the har-

bor seal. — L. phoca, fr. Gk. 9(iz7], 'a seal',

which is of uncertain origin.

Phoebe, n., 1) Artemis, the goddess of the moon
(Greek mythol.); 2) fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk.

$otpY), prop. fem. of 9otj3o5, 'pure, bright'. See

Phoebus.

phoebe, n., any of certain flycatchers. — Imita-

tive of its sound; influenced in form by prec.

word.

Phoebus, n., Apollo (Greek mythol.)— L., fr. Gk.
<t)oij3o(;, fr. 9oi|3oi;, 'pure, bright', which is of

uncertain etymology.

Phoenician, Phenician, adj. and n. — ME.
phenicien, fr. MF. (= F.) phenicien, fr. L.

Phoenice (also Phoenicia), fr. Gk. $avXKTf;,

prob. meaning lit. 'land of purple', fr. 90ivi5,

gen. 9omy.o;. See next word and cp. Punic.

For the ending see suff. -an.

phoenix, phenix, n. — ME. fenix, fr. OF., fr. L.

phoenix, fr. Gk. 'fov^i^, 'purple, crimson; date-

palm, date; a fabulous bird, the phoenix', rel.

to 901V61;, 'bloodred', 9017101;, of s.m., 9670?

(for 'g^honos), 'murder', &ei7eiv (for *g^hen-

yein), 'to strike' and cogn. with L. de-fendere, 'to

ward off, defend, protect'. See defend.

phonogram

phonate, intr. v., to produce vocal sounds. — A
hybrid coined fr. Gk. 90)77), 'voice, sound' (see

next word), and -ate, a suff. of Latin origin.

Derivatives : phonat-ion, n., phonai-ory, adj.

phone, n., speech sound. — Gk. 9(077], 'sound,

voice', in gradational relationship to 97)fj,i,9a7at,

'to speak', 9711x7), 'voice, report, rumor', fr.

I.-E. base *bhd-, 'to speak, tell, say', whence

also L. for, fori, 'to speak', fama, 'talk, report,

rumor, tradition, reputation', lit. 'a saying'. See

fame and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

phoneme, phonetic, euphony, symphony, caco-

phony.

Derivative: phon-al, adj.

phone, n. (colloq.) — Abbreviation of telephone.

-phone, combining form meaning 'voice', as in

megaphone, microphone, telephone. — Fr. Gk.

tfatvi], 'sound, voice'. See phone, 'speech sound'.

phoneme, n., a distinctive sound or group of

sounds.— ¥. phoneme, fr. Gk. 9cl)77][xa, 'sound,

utterance', fr. 9C077). See phone, 'speech sound',

and cp. the second element in grapheme, hyph-

eme, semanteme, soUdeme, morpheme.

Derivative
:
/)/!o«em-ic, adj.

phonendoscope, n., an intensifying stethoscope.

— Compounded of Gk. 9C077J, 'sound, voice',

E7S07, 'within', and -0x671107, fr. tyKoizsiv, 'to

look at, examine'. See phone, 'speech sound',

endo- and -scope.

phonetic, adj.— MoAl^. phoneticus, fr. Gk. 96)77,-

Tix6?, 'vocal', fr. 9&)7if)T6?, 'utterable', verbal

adj. of 9(i)7etv, 'to speak clearly, utter', fr.9&)77;,

'sound, voice'. See phone, 'speech sound'.

Derivatives: phonetic, n., phonet-ics, n.,phonet-

ic-al, adj., phonelic-al-ly, adv., phonetic-ian,

n., phonetic-ism., n., phonetic-ist , n., phonetic-

ize, tr. V. , phonetic-iz-ation, n.

phonetism, n., the use of a phonetic system of

writing or spelling— See phonetic and -ism.

phonetist, n., an advocate of phonetic spelling. —
See phonetic and -ist.

phoney, adj. — A var. of phony.

phoniatrics, n., the treatment of speech defects

(med.) — Lit. 'the healing of voice", fr. Gk.

90)77], 'sound, voice', and laTpixT) (scil. tex77) ),

'surgery, medicine'. See phone, 'speech sound',

and -iatrics.

phonic, adj., pertaining to sound. — Formed
with adj. suflf. -ic fr. Gk. 90)70-, 'sound, voice'.

See phone, 'speech sound'.

Derivatives: phonic, n., phonics, n.

phono-, combining form meaning 'sound, voice".

— Gk. 90)70-, fr. 90)77;, 'sound, voice'. See

phone, 'speech sound".

phoDodeik, n., an instrument for transforming

sound waves into light waves. — Lit. 'showing

sounds', fr. Gk. 90)77], 'sound, voice', and

SEixvuvat, 'to show', which is cogn. with L.

dicere, "to show, tell'. See phone, 'speech sound',

and diction.

phonogram, n. — Compounded of phono- and

Gk. YP<i!X(/.a, 'that which is written'. See -gram.



phonograph

Derivatives: phonogram(m)-ic, adj., phono-

gram(m)-ic-al-ly, adv.

phonograph, n. — Lit. 'writer of sounds', com-

pounded of phono- and Gk. -Ypix90(;, from the

stem of Ypatpstv, 'to write'. See -graph and cp.

gramophone.

Derivative: phonograph, tr. v.

phonography, n. — Compounded of phono- and

Gk. -Ypa9ia, fr. ypacpstv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

Derivatives : phonograph-ic, adj., phohograph-ic-

al-ly, adv.

phonolite, n., a grayish volcanic rock {mineral:)—
Lit. 'sounding stone', compounded of phono-

and -lite.

Derivative: phonolit-ic, adj.

phonology, n. — Lit. 'the study of sounds', com-

pounded of phono and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -\6yac,,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: phonolog-ic, phonolog-ic-al, adjs.,

phonolog-ic-al-ly, adw.,phonolog-ist, n.

phonophore, n., a device for sending telephonic

messages simultaneously with telegrams.— Lit.

'carrying sounds', compounded of phono- and

Gk. -qjopo?, 'bearer, carrier'. See -phore.

Denvatiye: phonophor-ic, adj.

phonopore, n., a phonophore. — Compounded of

phono- and Gk. ^opo?, 'passage'. See pore.

phonoscope, n., an instrument for observing the

properties of sounding bodies. — Compounded

of phono- and Gk. -erxdniov, fr. axoTceiv, 'to

look at, examine'. See -scope.

phonotype, n.— Prop, phonetic type, compounded

of phono- and -tyi>e.

Derivatives: phonotype, tr. v., phonotyp-er, n.,

phonotyp-ic, phonotyp-ic-al, adjs., phonotyp-ic-

al-Iy, ad\., phonotyp-ist, n.

phony, phoney, adj., not genuine (coil.) — Of un-

certain origin.

Derivative: phony, n.

-phony, also -phonla, combining form denoting a

specified kind of sound, as in acrophony. — Gk.

-9&)viS, fr. cpwv:r), 'sound, voice, speech'. See

phone, 'speech sound'.

phoongy, n. — See poongee.

Phoradendron, n., a genus of plants, the false

mistletoe (hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

(ptop, 'thief, and SevSpov, 'tree'; so called in al-

lusion to its parasitic habit. The first element is

cogn. with L. fUr, 'thief ; see furtiye. For the

second element see dendro-.

-phore, combining form meaning 'bearer', as in

chromatophore, thermophore. — ModL. -phorus

(masc), -phorum (neut.), fr. Gk. -96PO1;, resp.

-ipopov, 'bearing, carrying', or 'bearer, carrier',

rel. to 9spei.v, 'to bear, carry'. See bear, 'to

carry', and cp. -phorous.

phoresis, n., the movement of particles through a

membrane by the action of an electric current

(jjhysical chem.) — ModL., fr. Gk. <f6p-t\<s\.c„ 'a

bearing, wearing*, fr. 9opeTv, 'to bear, wear',

which is rel. to 9^psiv. See prec. word.

1176

phoresy, n., transportation of an animal by its at-

tachmentto another.— Gk. 96pY)pi?, 'a bearing,

a being borne'. See prec. word.

Phormium, n., a genus of liliaceous plants (hot:)

— ModL., fr. Gk. 9op[i.tov, 'a woven or plaited

mat; name of a plant', dimin. of 90pu.6?, 'mat',

which is prob. rel. to 9£p£i.v, 'to bear, carry'. See

-phore.

phorone, n., the name of an isomeric compound

(chem.) — Coined by the French chemist

Charles Frederic Gerhardt (1816-56) from the

contraction of (cam)phor (ket)one.

-phorous, combining form meaning 'bearing', as

in cryophorous, oophorous.— ModL. -phorus, fr.

Gk. -96PO1;, 'bearing'. See -phore.

phosgene, n., a colorless gas, COClj (chem.) —
Coined by the English chemist Sir Humphrey

Davy (1778-1829) in 1812 fr. Gk. 9W1;, 'light',

and -yevifi?, 'born of, produced by'. See phos-

phorus and -gen.

phosgenite, n. (mineral.) — Formed from prec.

word with subst. suff. -ite.

phosph-, form of phospho- before a vowel.

phosphate, n., a salt of phosphoric acid (chem.)—
See phospho- and chem. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: phosphat-ed, phosphat-ic, adjs.,

phosphat-ize, tr. v., phosphat-iz-ation, n.

phosphene, n., a luminous image produced by

mechanical stimulation of the retina. — Lit.

'that which shows the light', compounded of

Gk. 9C01;, 'light', and the stem of fnxUei-j, 'to

show'. See phosphorus and pliantasm.

phosphide, pbosphid, n., compound ofphosphorus

with another element (chem.) — See phospho-

and -ide, resp. -id.

phosphine, phosphin, n., hydrogen phosphide,

FH, (chem.) — See phospho- and chem. suff.

-ine.

Deiivatwes: phosphin-ate, n., phosphin-ic, adj.

phosphite, n., salt of phosphorous acid (chem.)—
See next word and subst. suff. -ite.

phospho-, before a vowel phosph-, combining

form used in the sense of phosphoric, phosphor-

ous. — Shortened fr. phosphorus.

phosphonium, n., the univalent radical PH^ (chem.)

— ModL., coined fr. pbosph- and the ending

-onium, on the analogy of amm-onium.

phosphoprotein, n., any of a class of proteins in

which the protein molecule is combined with

some phosphorous substance other than lecithin

or nucleic acid (biochem.) — Compounded of

phospho- and protein.

Phosphor, n., 1) the morning star (poetic); 2)

(not cap.) phosphorus. — L. Phosphorus, 'Phos-

phor'. See phosphorus.

phosphor-, form of phosphoro- before a vowel.

phosphoric, adj.— F.phosphorique, ir.phosphore.

See phosphorus and adj. sulf. -ic.

Derivative: phosphoric-al, adj.

phosphorize, tr. v. — F. phosphoriser, fr. phos-

phore. See idiosphorus and -ize.

phosphoro-, before a vowel phosphor-, combin-

1177 phototherapy

ing form meaning phosphorus or phosphores-

cence. — Fr. L. phosphorus. See next word.

phosphorus, n. — ModL. phosphorus, 'phospho-

rus', fr. L. Phosphorus, 'the morning star', fr.

Gk. 9coa96po;, 'light-bringer; the morning

star', which is compounded of fHic,, 'light',

contr. of 91x0;, and -96P0;, 'carrying'. The first

element derives fr. I.-E. base *bhd-, 'to shine',

whence also OL bhdti, 'shines, glitte.rs', bhds-,

'light, glory'. See phantasm and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. the second element in

Pasiphae. For the second element see -phorous.

Derivatives: phosphor-ate, tr. v., phosphore-al,

phosphore-ous, adjs., phosphor-esce, intr. v.,

phosphor-esc-ence, n., phosphor-esc-ent, adj. and

n., phosphor-ism, n. (med.), phosphor-ite, n.

(mineral.), phosphor-it-ic, adj., phosphor-ous,

adj.

phosphoryl, n., the radical PO (chem.) — Coined

fr. phosphorus and suff. -yl.

Derivative: phosphoryl-ation, n.

phot, n., the cgs unit of illumination (phys.) —
From the stem of Gk. 9C0?, gen. ^(n-zoc, 'light'.

See phosphorus.

photic, adj., pertaining to light. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ic from Gk. 90J!;, gen. 96)t6c, 'light'.

See phosphorus.

photics, n., the science of light. — See prec. word

and -ics.

photism, n., an illusory visual sensation (psychol.)

— G. Photismus, coined by the Swiss psychia-

trist Eugen Bleuler (1857-1939) in 1881 fr. Gk.

9&i-rta[A6;, 'illumination', fr. 90)ti!^eiv, 'to illu-

minate' fr. 9c6(;, gen. 9cot-6i;, 'light'. See phos-

phorus and -ism.

photo-, combining form meaning 1) 'light', as in

photograph, photometer; 2) 'photographic', as

in photogravure. — Gk. 90JT0-, from the stem

of 9<0!;, gen. 9coT6t;, 'light'. See phosphorus.

photo, n. — Abbreviation of photograph.

photogen, n., light oil distilled from bituminous

shale. — Lit. 'that which produces light'; com-

pounded of photo- and -gen.

photogenic, adj., producing light; producing

phosphorescence; suitable for being photo-

graphed. — Compounded of photo- and -genie.

Derivative : photogenic-al-ly, adv.

photogram, n., photograph. — Compounded of

photo- and Gk. Ypa[ji(/.a, 'that which is written'.

See -gram.

photograph, n. — Compounded of photo- and

Gk. -Yp!t90?, fr. yP°<9£1'i'i 'to write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: photograph, tr. v., photograph-ee,

n., photograph-er, n., photograph-ic, photograph-

ic-al, adjs., photograph-ic-al-ly, adv., photo-

graph-ist, n.

photography, n. — Compounded of photo- and

Gk.-YP0'9'^. {T.y(ia.fei.v, 'to write'. See-graphy.

photogravure, n. — F., a hybrid coined fr. Gk.

9ois, gen. 96>t6;, 'light', and F. gravure, 'en-

graving', fr. graver, 'to engrave', fr. Prankish

*graban, which is rel. to OHG. graban, 'to dig;

to carve'. See photo-, grave, 'to engrave' and

-ure.

photoheliograph, n., an instrument for photo-

graphing the sun (astron.) — Compounded of

photo- and heliograph.

photoheliography, n., photography of the sun (as-

tron.) — See prec. word and -y (representing

Gk. -£a).

Derivative: photoheliograph-ic, n.

photokinesis, n., motion caused by light. —
ModL., compounded of photo- and kinesis.

photokinetic, adj.— See prec. word and Idnetic.

photolysis, n., decomposition due to the action of

light. — Compounded of photo- and -lysis.

photolytic, adj. — Compounded of photo- and

-lytic.

photometer, an instrument for measuring the in-

tensity of light. — Lit. 'measurer of light', fr.

photo- and Gk. [ji^rpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

T>eTrva.ti\es:photometr-ic,photometr-ic-al, adjs.,

photometr-ic-al-ly, adv., photometric-ian, n.,

photometr-ist, n.

photometry, n., study of the measurement of the

intensity of light.— Compounded of photo- and

Gk. -[jisTpia. See -metry.

photomicrograph, n., an enlarged photograph of

an object taken through a microscope. — Com-
pounded of photo- and micrograph.

photomicrography, n., the art of making photo-

micrographs. — Compounded of photo- and

micrography.

photon, n., a unit of the intensity of light (optics).

— Coined fr. phot and 2nd suff. -on.

photophobia, n., morbid sensitiveness to light

(med.) — ModL., lit. 'dread of light', fr. photo-

and Gk. -90^161, fr. 96^01;, 'fear'. See -phobia.

photophone, n. — Lit. 'soimd through light', fr,

photo- and Gk. 9{ov7), 'sound, voice'. See phone,

'speech sound'.

photopbore, n., a luminous organ. — Lit. 'carry

ing light', fr. pboto- and Gk. -96PO!:, 'bearer,

carrier'. See -phore.

photosphere, n., the luminous envelope surround

ing the sun (astron.) — Lit. 'ball of light'

compounded of photo- and Gk. (J9aTpa, 'ball'

See sphere.

Dcn\ati\e. photospher-ic, adj.

photostat, n., an automatic device for making

photographic copies of documents. — Com-

pounded of pboto- and Gk. a-raToc, 'placed,

standing'. See static and cp. aerostat and words

there referred to.

phototelescope, n., a telescope adapted for photo-

graphing stars (astron.) — Compounded of

pboto- and telescope.

Derivative : phototelescop-ic, adj.

phototberapeutics, n., phototherapy. — See next

word and therapeutics.

pbototberapy, n., treatment of diseases by the ap-

plication of light (med.) — Lit. 'treatment

through light', fr. photo- and -therapy.



phragma

Derivatives: phototherap-ic, adj., phototherap-

ist, n.

phragma, n., a septum. — ModL., fr. Gk. 9paY-
^a, 'hedge, fence, protection', from the stem

of ii)paaiT£t.v, 'to fence in', which is possibly

cogn. with L. farclre, 'to stuff, cram'. See farce.

Phragmites, n., a genus of plants, the reed (hot.)

—
• ModL., fr. Gk. 9pay[j.iT7j?, 'growing in

hedges', fr. cppay[ji.a, 'hedge, fence, protection'.

See prec. word and subst. suff. -ite.

phrase, n. — F., fr. Late L. phrasis, 'diction', fr.

Gk. ippaoii;, 'speech, expression, phrase', fr.

9paJ^Et.v, 'to point out, show, tell', which is of

uncertain origin. Cp. the first element in phrase-

ology and the second element in holophrasis,

metaphrase, paraphrase, periphrasis.

Derivatives: phras-al, adj., phras-al-ly, adv.,

phrase, tr. and intr. v.,phras-er, n., phras-ing, n.

phraseogram, n., a symbol representing a phrase.

— Compounded of Gk. tppatn.?, gen. 9p(iaE6>;,

'speech, expression, phrase', and ypaj^ijia, 'that

which is written, a letter'. See phrase and -gram.

phraseograph, n., a phrase represented by a sym-

bol. — Compounded of Gk. 9pa(Jii;, gen. 9pt)c-

(jsfoi;, 'speech, expression, phrase', and-Ypa90?,

fr. Ypa9£Lv, 'to write'. See phrase and -graph.

Derivative: phraseograph-er, n.

phraseography, n., representation of a phrase by

symbols. — See prec. word and -y (representing

Gk. -is).

phraseology, n., diction, style. — Compounded
of Gk. 9paai,?, gen. 9pa<7£Ci)<;, 'speech, expres-

sion, phrase', and -Xoyta, fr. -Xdyoc,, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See phrase and -logy.

Derivatives : phraseolog-ic, phraseolog-ic-al,

ndjs., phraseotog-ic-al-ly, adv., phraseolog-ist, n.

phratriac, adj., pertaining to a phratry. —• Gk.

opaTpiaxo?, fr. 9paTpia. See next word and

-ac.

phratry, n., 1) subdivision of a tribe in ancient

Greece; 2) a clan among primitive races. — Gk.

9pSTpia, 'brotherhood; tribe, clan', fr. 9pa-

TY]p, 'brother', which is cogn. with L. frdter,

Goth, hropar, OE. hrodor, 'brother'. See brother

and -y (representing Gk. -iS).

Derivatives: phratr-al, adj., phratriac (q.v.),

phratri-al, adj.

phreatic, adj., pertaining to underground waters.

— Lit. 'of, or pertaining to, a well', from Gk.

9p£ap (gen. 9p2aTo;), 'a well', which stands for

*9pT;j"ap and is cogn. with Goth, brunna, OE.
hurna, brunna, 'stream, brook'. See bourn,

'stream' and cp. words there referred to. For the

ending see 1st suff. -atic.

phren-, form of phreno- before a vowel.

phrenetic, phrenetical, adj., delirious. — ME.
frenetik, fr. OF. frenetique, fr. h. phreneticus, fr.

Gk. 9pEviTix6;, 'mad, delirious, frantic', fr.

9pEviTi(;, 'delirium', fr. 9pTiv> gen. 9pev6i;, 'dia-

phragm, heart, mind', which is of uncertain ori-

gin. For the ending see suff. -ic. Cp. frantic,
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which is a doublet of phrenetic. Cp. also the

second element in euphrasy, Euphrosyne, Neo-

phron, schizophrenia, Sophronia.

Derivatives : phrenetic, n., a madman, phrenetic-

al-ly, aAw., phrenetic-ness, n.

phrenic, adj., pertaining to the diaphragm (anat.)

— Formed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. 9pifiv, gen. 9pe-

vo?, 'diaphragm, heart, mind'. See prec. word.

phrenitis, n., inflammation of the brain, delirium

{med.)— Medical L., formed fr. Gk. 9pi'iv, gen.

9p£v6i;, 'diaphragm, heart, mind' (see phrenet-

ic), with suff. -itis.

Derivative: phrenit-ic, adj.

phreno-, before a vowel phren-, combining form

meaning 'diaphragm, heart, mind'. — Gk. 9pE-

V0-, fr. 9PT]Vi gsn. 9pEv6?. See phrenetic,

phrenology, n., the study of the relation between

the shape of a person's skull and his mental fac-

ulties. — Lit. 'the study of the mind', com-

pounded of Gk. 9piiv! gsf . 9pev6?, 'mind', and

-Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner) ; one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See phreno- and -logy.

Derivatives, phrenolog-ic, phrenolog-ic-al, adjs.,

phrenolog-ic-al-ly, adv., phrenolog-ist, n.,phren-

olog-ize, tr. v.

Phronima, n., a genus of amphipod crustaceans

{zooL) — ModL., fr. Gk. 9p6vi(xo?, 'sane, sen-

sible, prudent', a derivative of 9povsiv, 'to have

understanding, be wise', which is rel. to 9p7iv.

gen. 9pEv6(;, 'mind, heart', and to the second

element in <Tcj-9poiv, 'of sound mind'. See

phrenetic and cp. Sophronia.

Phrygian, adj., of Phrygia. — L. Phrygidnus, fr.

Phrygius, fr. Gk. Opuyto?, 'Phrygian', fr. fl>pu5,

gen. ©puyo?, 'a Phrygian'. For the ending see

suff. -ian. Cp. the second element in orphrey.

Derivatives: Phrygian, n., Phrygian-ize, tr. v.

Phrygian cap, a conical cap used by the Phrygi-

ans. Identified in modern times with the cap of

liberty.

Phryma, n., a genus of plants, the lopseed (bot.)

— ModL., of unknown origin.

Phrymaceae, n. pi., the lopseed family (bot.) —
Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

phthal-, form of phthalo- before a vowel.

phthalate, n., a salt of phthalic acid (chem.) —
Formed fr. phthal- and chem. suff. -ate.

phthalein, phthaleine, n., any of a group of syn-

thetic dyes (chem.) — Abbreviation of (na)ph-

thalein, (na)phthaleine. See naphtalene.

phthalic, adj., pertaining to any of three isomeric

acids {chem.) — Abbreviation of (na)phthaUc.

See naphthalene and adj. suff. -ic.

phthalin, n., any of a series of compounds obtain-

ed by the reduction of the phtaleins (chem.) —
Abbreviation of (na)phthalin. See naphthalene,

phthalo-, before a vowel phthal-, related to phthal-

ic acid. — Back formation fr. phthalic (in

phthalic acid).

phthiriasis, n., pediculosis (med.) —• Medical L.,

fr. Gk. 9*etpta<ii(;, fr. f^eip, gen. 9&sip6(;,
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'louse', lit. 'the destroyer', fr. 9S-£ipEi.v, 'to des-

troy'. For sense development cp. x6pi?, 'bug',

which is prop, a verbal noun of xsipEiv, 'to cut,

shear'. For the ending see suff. -asis.

phthisic, n., phtisis.— ME. tisike, fr. MP. tisique,

fr. OF., earlier form of phtisique, orig. a fem.

adj. fr. L. phthisica, fem. of phthisicus, fr. Gk.

9S-iCTL>c6i;, 'consumptive', fr. tf^laiq. See phthisis

and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: phthisic, phthisic-al, phthisick-y,

adjs.

phthisic-, combining form for phthisis. — See

phthisis.

phthisis, n., a wasting disease. — L., fr. Gk.

9S^[(ji!;, 'a wasting away, decay, consumption',

fr. 9^iEiv, 'to waste away', which is rel. to 9&6y),

'consumption', and cogn. with OI. kfitih, 'des-

truction', kfindti, 'perishes', and possibly also

with L. sitis, 'thirst'; cp. aphthitalite. For sense

development cp. E. starve, fr. OE. steorfan, 'to

die'.

phugoid, adj. (aeronaut.) — Lit. 'flightlike', fr.

Gk. 9'jyTi, 'flight', and -osiSr)?, 'like', fr. eISo?,

'form, shape'. The first element is rel. to 9ei1-

ystv, 'to flee', and cogn. with h.fugere, of s.m.

;

see fugitive. For the second element see -old.

-phyceae, combining form used to form names of

classes and orders of algae (bot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. 9uxog, 'seaweed, sedge; red paint, dye', fr.

Heb. pakh. See Fucus.

phyco-, combining form meaning 'seaweed'. —
Gk. 9UX0-, fr. 9'jxo;. See -phyceae.

phycology, n., algology. — Lit. 'the study of

seaweeds', compounded of phyco- and Gk.

-Xoyia, fr.-Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner) ; one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See -logy.

Phycomyces, n., a genus of fungi (bot.)— ModL.,

compounded of phyco- and Gk. fxiixi);, 'mush-

room, fungus'. See myco-.

phylactery, n., either of the tephillin (q.v.) —
Late ME. filakterie, fr. Late L. phylacterium, fr.

Gk. 9u>.axTr;piov, 'guarded post, safeguard,

amulet', prop. neut. of the adj. 9i>Xax-nr;pio?,

'serving as a protection', fr. 9uXaxTrjp, 'watcher,

guard', fr. 9'JXa5, gen. 9uXaKoc, of s.m., from

the stem of 9uXao(TEiv, 'to watch, guard' which

is of uncertain origin. Cp. phylaxis.

phylactic, adj., pertaining to defense against in-

fection. — Gk. 9uXaxTiy.6c, 'preservative', fr.

9'jXaxT6q, "capable of being preserved', from

the stem of 9uXaCTaEiv. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ic and cp. prophylactic.

phylaxis, n., defense of the body against infection

(med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. 9ijXa5t?, 'a watch-

ing, guarding', from the stem of 9uXa<icr£iv.

See phylactery and cp. anaphylaxis, prophylaxis,

calciphylaxis.

phylarch, n., chief of a tribe (Greek antiq.) — L.

phplarchus, fr. Gk. 9uXapxo?, 'chief of a phyle

or tribe', fr. 9OXY), 'tribe', and &px^';, 'leader,

chief, ruler'. See next word and -arch.

phyle, n., a political subdivision in ancient Ath-

ens. — Gk. 90X1/], 'tribe', rel. to 9i3Xov, 'tribe',

from the base of 96EIV, 'to bring forth, produce,

make to grow', whence also 9ij<tii;, 'nature'. See

physio- and cp. phylo-, allophylian, polyphylesis.

phyletic, adj., pertaining to a race; racial. — Gk.

9uXe-rix6(;, 'of one's tribe', fr. <f\J\ir7]!;, 'fellow

tribesman', fr. 913X7). See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ic and cp. monophyletic.

Derivatiye: phyletic-al-ly, adv.

phyll-, form of phyllo- before a vowel.

Phyllanthus, n., a genus of plants of the spurge

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

9UXX0V, 'leaf (see phyllo-), and iScv^oi;, 'flower'

(see anther); so called from the shape of the

flowers.

PhylUs, fem. PN. — L., fr. Gk. (DuXXt.;, fr. 9uX-

Xi?, 'leaf, foliage, bough', which is rel. to 9iiX-

Xov, 'leaf. See phyllo-.

-phyll, combining form meaning 'leaf, as in

chlorophyll, sporophyll.— Fr. Gk. 9UXX0V, 'leaf.

See phyllo-.

phyllo-, before a vowel phyll-, combining form

meaning 'leaf. — Gk. 9UXX0-, 9UXX-, fr. 9iiX-

Xov, 'leaf, which is cogn. with 1^. folium, 'leaf.

See foUo- and cp. Phyllis, aphyllous, chervil,

gillyflower.

Phyllodoce, n., a genus of plants of the heath

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. Phyllodoce, name
of a sea nymph.

-phyllous, combining form meaning 'having a

certain number or a certain shape of leaves', as

in diphyllous, eleutherophyllous. — Gk. -9UX-

Xo?, fr. 9UXX0V, 'leaf. See phyllo-. For E. -ous,

as corresponding to Gk. -o?, see -ous.

Phylloxera, n., a genus of plant lice (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of phyllo- and Gk. i,T\p6c„

'dry'. See xero- and cp. Xerophyllum.

phylo-, before a vowel phyl-, combining form

meaning 'tribe'. — Gk. 9UX0-, 9OX-, fr. 9UX0V,

'tribe", which is rel. to 90X7), of s.m. See phyle.

phylogeny, also phylogenesis, n., evolution of a

race (biol.) — G. Phylogenie, coined by the

German biologist Ernst Heinrich Haeckel

(1834-1919). See phylo- and -geny, resp. genesis.

Derivatives : phylogen-etic, phylogen-etic-al,

ad'js., phylogen-etic-al-ly, adv., phylogen-ic, adj.

phylum, n., one of the divisions of the plant or

animal kingdom, (biol.) — ModL., coined by

the French naturalist. Baron Georges Leopold

Chraien Frederic Dagobert Cuvier (1769-1832)

fr. Gk. 9iiXov, 'tribe, race'. See phyle.

phyma, n., a swelling; skin tumor (med.) — Gk.

9uaa, gen. 9'JpiaToi;, 'that which grows, a

growth, swelling, tumor', fr. 9u£tv, 'to bring

forth, produce, make to grow'. See physio- and

-ma.

phys-, form of physo- before a vowel.

Physalia, n., a genus of hydrozoa (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. ^uoaXio?, 'full of wind', which

is rel. to 9uoaX<X)li;, 'bladder', fr. 90(jotv, 'to

blow', fr. 9G(ja, 'pair of bellows, breath, blast.
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wind, bubble', from the imitative base *pu-,

*phu-, 'to blow, swell', whence also L. pustula,

'blister, pimple, pustule'. See pustule and -ia and

cp. the next two words. Cp. also emphysema.

Physalis, n., a genus of plants, the ground-cherry

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. (pi5aaX(X)t;, 'bladder;

a plant with a bladderlike calyx'. See prec.

word.

Physeter, n., cachalot, sperm whale (zoo!.) —
ModL., fr. L. physeter, 'blowpipe; bellows;

sperm whale', Gk. 9i3(TYiTY)p, of s.m., fr. ipijaav,

'to blow'. See Physalia.

physeterid, adj., pertaining to the family of the

Physeteridae; n., a whale of the family Physe-

teridae. — From next word.

Physeteridae, n. pi., a family of whales, the sperm

whales (zool.) — ModL., formed fr. physeter

with sufiF. -idae.

physic, n. — ME. fisike, fr. OF. fisique, phisi-

que (= ¥. physique), fr. h.physica, fr. Gk. 9051-

JtT] (scil. l7tiaTY)(/.r)), 'natural science', fem. of

9U(ji)t6?, 'pertaining to nature, natural', fr.

(ficii^, 'nature'. See physio- and -ic and cp.

metaphysics.

Derivatives
:
/'A;'j/c, tr. v.,physic-a!, ai}.,physic-

al-ty, adv., physician (q.v.), physic-ism, n., physi-

cist (q.v.), physick-y, adj.

physician, n.— ME.fisicien, fr. OF. fisicien, 'phy-

sician' (F. physicien means 'physicist'), fr. L.

physica, 'natural science, physics'. See physic

and -ian and cp. physicist.

Derivatives : ^Aj'i/cmn, tr. v.,physician-ary, adj.,

physician-er, r\.,physician-ly, adj.

physicist, n. — Coined by the English philosoph-

er 'William Whewell (1794-1866) to denote a

'cultivator of physics', in contradistinction to a

physician, i.e. 'one who practices the medical

profession'. See physics and -ist.

physico-, combining form meaning; 1) natural;

2) physical. — Fr. Gk. 9U(Jtx6?, 'pertaining to

nature', fr. 9'jt7ii;. See physic,

physics, n. — See physic and -ics.

physio-, combining form meaning 'nature'. —
Gk. 9UCT10-, fr. 9UCTI1;, 'nature', fr. 9U£tv, 'to

bring forth, produce, make to grow', whence

also 9ut6v, 'growth, plant', 9uXt;, 'tribe, race',

9UX0V, 'tribe', 90(jta, 'a growth, tumor', fr.

l.-E. base *bheu-, *bhS-, 'to be, exist, grow',

whence also OE. beon, 'to be'. See be and words

there referred to and cp. esp. physic, -phyle,

phyma, -phyte. Cp. also apophysis, diaphysis,

diphy-, epiphysis, euphuism, hypophysis, meta-

physics, Monophysitlc, paraphysis, symphysis,

Symphytum,

physiocracy, n. — F. physiocratie, lit. 'the rule of

nature', a name coined in 1758 by Pierre-

Samuel Dupont de Nemours ( 1 739- 1 8 1 7), one of

the members of the school of economists found-

ed by Francois Quesnay (1694-1774) fr. Gk.
9iiaii;, 'nature*, and -xpaxts, 'rule, govern-

ment', fr. xpAToq, 'strength, power, rule'. See

^ysio- and -cracy.
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physiocrat, n. — F. physiocrate, back formation

from prec. word ; see -crat.

Derivative: physiocrat-lc, adj.

physiogeny, n., the development of vital func-

tions (biol.) — G. Fhysiogenie, coined by the

German biologist Ernst Heinrich Haeckel

(1834-1919). See physio- and -geny.

physiognomonic, adj. — ML. physiognomonicus,

fr. Gk. 9ucioYV<o(i.ovtK6?, 'pertaining to phy-

siognomy', fr. 9uatOYV£0(xovia. See next word
and adj. suff. -ic.

physiognomy, n., 1) the art of determining char-

acter from facial features; 2) face.— ME. fisno-

mye, phisonomie, fr. OF. fiznomie, phizonomie

(= F. physionomie), fr. ML. physionomia, fr.

Gk. 9UCTioYvcjjjiovta, 'the science of judging a

man's nature by his features', fr. 9ucrtoYvco[icov,

'judging a man's nature by his features', which

is compounded of <fi>(nc„ 'nature' and yvcojxov,

'judge, interpreter, indicator'; see physio- and

gnomon. In the 'ExXoyai of Joannes Stobaeus

9uatOYV6)t/.ta was miswritten 9'ja'.OYvco[jiovta,

whence arose its form in ML.
Derivatives : physiognom-ic, physiognom-ic-al,

adjs., physiognom-ic-al-ly, adv., physiognom-ist,

n.

physiographer, n. — See next word and agential

suff. -er.

physiography, n., 1) a description of the phenom-

ena of nature; 2) physical geography. — Lit.

'description of nature', compounded of physio-

and -Ypa9ia, fr. yP°'9^'-^> "'f write'. See

-graphy.

Derivatives : physiograph-ic, physiograph-ic-al,

adjs., physiograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

physiologic, physiological, adj. — Late L. physio-

logicus, fr. Gk. 91)(jioXoyw6!;, 'of inquiry into

nature', fr. 9uaioXoY[a. See physiology and -ic,

resp. also -al.

Derivative : physiological-ly, ad\

.

physiologico-, combining form used in the sense

of 'and physiological'. — See prec. word.

pbysiologue, n., a physiologist. — See next word
and -logue.

physiology, n., that branch of biology which deals

with the functions of living organisms. — F.

physiologie, fr. L. physiologia, fr. Gk. (fxiaioXo-

yla., 'inquiry into nature', fr. 9'jaioX6YO?, 'one

who inquires into nature', fr. 9u<tic, 'nature",

and -X6yoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

physio- and -logy.

DcTiyaiives: physiolog-er, n., physiolog-ian, n.,

physiological (q.v.), physiolog-ist, n., physiotog-

ize, intr. and tr. v.

physiotherapy, n., medical treatment by physical

and mechanical means (as massage, heat, elec-

tricity). — Compounded of physio- and -ther-

apy.

HenvaXive: physiotherap-ist, n.

physique, n., physical structure, constitution.—
F. physique, from the adj. physique, 'physical'.
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fr. L. physicus, 'natural, physical', fr. Gk.
9uat.>c6(;. See physic.

physo-, before a vowel phys-, combining form
denoting the air bladder or the presence of air.

— Fr. Gk. 9U(ja, 'a pair of bellows, breath,

blast, wind, bubble'. See Physalia.

Physocarpus, n., a genus of plants, the ninebark

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of physo- and
Gk. >tap7r6?, 'fruit'. See carpel.

phyt-, form of phyto- before a vowel.

-phyte, combining form denoting a characteris-

tic of a plant, as in aerophyte, entophyte, zoo-

phyte. — Gk. -9UT0V, fr. 9ut6v, 'plant', fr.

9ijeiv, 'to bring forth, produce, make to grow'.

See physio- and cp. phyle, phylo-. Cp. also imp.

phytin, n., a calcium-magnesium salt prepared

from the seeds and tubers of various plants {bio-

chem.) — Lit. 'derived from plants', fr. 9ut6v,

'plant'. See phyto- and -in.

phyto-, before a vowel phyt-, combining form
meaning 'plant-'. — Gk. 9UT0-, 9UT-, fr. 9ut6v,

'plant'. See -phyte.

phytogenesis, n., the origin of plants.— ModL.,
compounded of phyto- and Gk. y^vectii;, 'origin,

source, birth, descent, race'. See genesis.

phytogenetic, phytogenetical, adj. — See prec.

word and genetic.

Derivative : phytogenetic-al-ly, adv.

phytogenic, adj. — See phytogenetic.

phytogeny, n., phytogenesis. — See phytogenesis

and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

phytogeography, n. — Lit. 'geography of plants'.

See phyto- and geography.

Derivatives : phytogeograph-ic, phytogeograph-

ic-al, adjs., phytogeographic-al-ly, adv.

phytography, n., descriptive botany. — Lit. 'des-

cription of plants', compounded of phyto- and

Gk. -Ypa9ta, fr. yP^?^'^, 'to write'. See

-graphy.

Derivatives : phytograph-ic, phytograph-ic-al,

adjs., phytograph-ist, n.

phytol, n., an oily alcohol, Cj^Hj.OH, first isolat-

ed from chlorophyll by the German chemist

Richard Willstatter (1872-1942) (chem.) —
Coined fr. phyt- and -ol, a suff. denoting alcohol.

phytology, n. — Another name for botany; lit.

'the study of plants', compounded of phyto- and

Gk. -XoyLa, fr. -X6yoi;, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: phytolog-ic, phytolog-ic-al, adjs.,

phytolog-ic-al-ly, adv.

Phytolacca, n., a genus of plants, the pokeweed
(bot.)— A ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk. 9ut6v,

'plant' and ModL. lacca, fr. Hind. lakh. See

phyto- and lac, 'a resinous substance'.

Phsrtolaccaceae, n. pi., the pokeweed family (bot.)

— Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

phytolaccaceous, adj. — See prec. word, and
-aceous.

phjrtophagic, adj., feeding on plants (zool.) —
See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

phytophagous, adj., feeding on plants (zool.) —
Compounded of Gk. 9ut6v, 'plant', and 9a-

YEiv, 'to eat'. See phyto- and -phagous.

phytosterol, n., a sterol of plant origin (biochem.)

— Formed fr. phyto- and sterol.

phytyl, n., the radical Cj^H,,, derived from
phytol (chem.)— See phytol and -yl.

pi, n., name of the 16th letter of the Greek alpha-

bet (=n, 71). — Gk. Ttei, formed on analogy

of the letter-names ^ei (= xi), 951 (= phi),x^^

(= chi), ij^ei (= psi), fr. Heb. pe, lit. 'mouth'.

See pe.

pi, the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its

diameter (math.) — So called by the Greeks fr.

t, the initial letter of the word 7t£pi9£psia,

'circumference, periphery'.

pi, adj
. , pious, sanctimonious (school slang)—Ab-

breviation of pious.

Derivative : pi, n.

pi, n. and tr. v. (printer's term). — See pie, 'mixed

type'.

pi-, form of pio- before a vowel.

piacular, adj., expiatory. — L.pidculdris, fr. pid-

culum, 'propitiatory sacrifice', for *pid-tlom,

which is formed with instrumental suff. *-tlom,

fr. pidre, 'to appease, propitiate', fr. pius, 'du-

tiful'. See pious and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivatives: piacular-ity, n., piacular-ly, adv.,

piacular-ness, n.

piaife, intr. v., a term ofmanege.— Fr. F.piaffer,

'to paw the ground' (said of a horse); of imita-

tive origin.

piaffer, n., the act of piaffing. — F., inf. See prec.

word.

pia mater, n., the inmost of the three membranes
surrounding the brain and spinal chord (anat.)

— ML., shortened fr. pia mater cerebri, which

is a loan translation of Arab, umm al-dimdgh al-

raqtqJ', lit. 'thin mother of the brain'. Since

Arab, raqiq means also 'merciful, pious', the

'thin' membrane became pia mater, 'the pious

mother'. (In Arabic, the words 'father', 'moth-

er* and 'son', are often used to denote relation-

ship between things.) See pious and mater,

mother, and cp. dura mater.

pianette, n., a small, upright piano (music). —
Dimin. formed fr. piano with suff. -ette.

pianism, n., the art of piano playing (music). —
See piano and -ism.

pianissimo, adv. and n. (music). — It., lit. 'very

softly', superl. ofpiano, 'soft'. See piano.

pianist, n. — F. pianiste, fr. It. pianista, fr. piano.

See piano, n. and -ist.

Derivatives : ;)wnw/-ic, adj., pianist-ic-al-ly, adv.

piano, n., a musical instrument. — It., abbrevia-

tion of pianoforte or fortepiano.

piano, adj., soft; adv., softly. — It., fr. L. planus,

'flat, smooth, even', later used also in the sense

of 'soft'. See plain, adj.

pianoforte, n. — Fr. earlier pian(o) e forte, 'soft

and strong', so called by its inventor B. Chris-

tophori (1655-1731) to express its capability of
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producing sounds of various grades. For the

etymology of It. piano see piano, adj. It. forte

derives fr. h.fortem, ace. offortis, 'strong'; see

fort.

pianola, n., player piano {music). — Invented

trade name for a player piano, apparently meant

as a diminutive of piano,

piaster, piastre, n., 1) the Spanish dollar; 2) the

monetary unit and a coin of Turkey. -^ F. pias-

tre, fr. It. piastra, 'thin metal plate', shortened

fr. impiastro, 'plaster', fr. L. emplastrum, fr. Gk.

EfiTcXatJTpov, 'plaster'. See 2nd en- and plaster,

n., and cp. pistole,

piazza, n., a public square in an Italian town. —
It., fr. VL. plattea, fr. L. platea, 'broad street',

fr. Gk. TrXaTEia (scil. oSoi;), 'broad (street)',

fem. of TcXa-riiq, 'broad'. See place and cp. plaza,

pibal, n., observation of the atmosphere from a

pilot-balloon. — Abbreviation of pi(lot)

bal(loon).

pibroch, n., a kind of bagpipe music. — Gael.

piobaireachd, lit. 'piper's art', formed ii.piobair,

'a piper' (fr. piob, 'pipe', a loan word fr. E.

pipe), with -achd, a suff. denoting function.

pica, n., a size of type {print.)— ML., 'collection

of rules, ordmal', prob. fr. L. pica, 'magpie'

(see pie, 'collection of rules') ; so called because

this type was generally used to print ordinals.

pica, n., appetite for substances unfit for food

imed.) — Medical L., prop, 'an appetite like

that of the magpie', fr. L. pica, 'magpie'. See

pie, 'magpie', and cp. prec. word. For sense

development cp. Gk. xiaaa, ziTxa, 'jay; crav-

ing for strange food'.

picador, n., bullfighter. — Sp., lit. 'pricker', fr.

picar, 'to prick'. See pike, 'a sharp point', and

cp. words there referred to.

picamar, n., bitter oil obtained from wood tar. —
G. Picamar, Pikamar, lit. 'bitter pitch', coined

by the German natural philosopher and indus-

trialist, Baron Karl von Reichenbach (1788-

1869) in 1836 from the stem oih.pix, gen. picis,

'pitch', and that of amarus, 'bitter'. See pitch, 'a

resinous substance', and amarine.

picaninny, n. — See picltaninny.

picaresque, adj., dealing with rogues and their

adventures. — Sp. picaresco, 'roguish, knavish',

fr. picaro, 'rogue', fr. picar, 'to prick'. See pica-

dor and -esque.

picaroon, n., a rogue, adventurer. — Sp. picardn,

augment, oi picaro, 'rogue'. See prec. word and

-oon.

Derivative : picaroon, intr. v.

picayune, n., name of a small coin.— Y.picaillon,

fr. OProven?. picaioun, 'a small copper coin',

derived fr. picaio, 'money', fr. picar, 'to prick',

used in the sense 'to sound' ; hence picaioun lit.

means 'a sounding coin'. See pike, 'a sharp

point', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : picayune, picayun-ish, adjs.

piccalilli, n., pickle of chopped vegetables. —
Prob. altered from pickle.
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piccolo, n., a small flute. — It., 'small; small

flute', prob. from an imitative base, expressive

of littleness in infant's language. Cp. F. petit,

Sp. pequeno, 'small, little' and see pickaninny,

piccolo, adj., small.— It. See piccolo, n.

pice, n., name of a copper coin in India. — Hind.

paisa.

Picea, n., a genus of plants, the spruce {hot.) —
L. picea, 'the pitch pine', fr. pix, gen. picis,

'pitch'. See pitch, 'a resinous substance'.

picene, n., the hydrocarbon C^jH^^ (chem.) —
Coined fr. L. pix, gen. picis, 'pitch' (see pitch,

n.), and sufif. -ene.

piceous, adj., resembling pitch. — L. piceus, fr.

pix, gen. picis, 'pitch'. See pitch, 'a resinous sub-

stance', and -ecus,

pichiciago, n., a South American armadillo. —
Sp. pichiciego, prob. a hybrid coined fr. S. Ame-

rican Indian pichey, 'armadillo', and Sp. ciego,

'blind', fr. L. caecus. See caecum,

pick, n., a pointed instrument. — A var. of pike,

'a weapon'. Cp. the first element in pitchfork,

pick, tr. and intr. v., 1) to pierce; 2) to gather,

pluck; 3) to choose. — ME. piken, a blend of

MF. (= F.) piquer, 'to prick, sting' (see pike, 'a

sharp point'), and the verb of OF. picung, 'a

pricking', which is rel. to ON. pikka, 'to pierce',

Swed. picka, Dan. pikke, MDu. picken, Du.

pikken, OHG. {ana) bickan, MHG. bicken, G.

picken, 'to pick, peck', fr. base *pik-, *pek-,

imitative of the sound made by the pecking of a

bird. Cp. peck, 'to strike".

Derivatives: pick, n., the act of picking; a por-

tion picked; the best, pick-ed, adj., pick-ed-Iy,

adv., pick-ed-ness, n., pick-er, n., pick-ing, adj.

and n., pick-y, adj.

pickaback, adv., on the back. — Prob. reduplica-

tion of pack, altered fr. earlier pickpack, under

the influence of back.

pickaninny, also picaninny, n., a little child. —
Prob. fr. Port, pequenino, dimin. of pequeno,

'little, small' (= Sp. pequeno, of s.m.), which,

like It. piccolo, and F. petit, is of imitative ori-

gin. See piccolo and cp. petty,

pickax, pickaxe, n. — ME. pikeis, pikois, fr. OF.

picois, picot, fr. pic, 'pick, pickax' ; the ending of

the word was influenced by ax. See pike, 'sharp

point'.

Derivative: p/c/cax(e), tr. and intr. v.

pickerel, n., a young pike. — Dimin. of pike, the

fish. For the suff'. cp. cockerel, dimin. of cock.

Pickering, n. — Corruption of pickerel,

pickeringite, n., a hydrous magnesium aluminum

sulfate (mineral.) — Named after the American

scientist John Pickering (1777-1846). For the

ending see subst. sufi'. -ite.

picket, n. .— F. piquet, 'pointed stake', fr. OE.,

dimin. of pic, 'pick, pickax'. See pike, 'sharp

point', and -et.

Derivatives: picket, tr. and intr. v., picket-eer,

n., picket-er, a.

pickle, n.— ME. pekille, fr. MDu. pekel (whence
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also G. Pokel), prob. named after the Dutch

fisher Willem Beukelz (died in 1397), who devel-

oped the procedure of pickling. See Kluge-

Mitzka, EWDS, p. 557 s.v. Pokel.

Derivatives
:
/;(cA:/e, tr. v., pickl-er, n.

Pickwickian, adj. — Relating to Mr. Pickwick, a

character invented by Charles Dickens (1812-

70) in his Pickwick Papers. For the ending see

sufl'. -ian.

Pickwickian, n.— Member of the Pickwick Club,

i.e. a club founded by Mr. Pickwick. See prec.

word.

picnic, n.— F. piquenique, formed with reduplica-

tion fr. piquer, 'to pick', used in a figurative

sense; see pike, 'a sharp point'. Cp. F. pSle-

mele, 'pell-mell', formed with reduplication fr.

meler, 'to mix' (see pell-melt).

Derivatives: picnic, intr. v., picknick-er, n.,

picknick-ery, n., picnick-y, adj.

picoline, n., any of three isomeric liquid com-

pounds, CjH.N, found in coal tar, ammonia
liquor, bone oil, etc. {chem.) — Coined fr. L.

pix, gen. picis, 'pitch' (see pitch, n.), suff'. -ol (fr.

L. oleum ('oil') and chem suff'. -ine.

picot, n., a small loop. — F., 'small point; picot',

dimin. of pic, 'peak, point'. See pike, 'a sharp

point' and cp. picket.

Derivative: picot, intr. and tr. v.

picotee, n., a variety of carnation. — F. picote,

pp. of picoter, "to mark with points', fr. picot,

"small point". See prec. word and -ee.

picquet, n. — The same as piquet.

picrate, n., a salt or ester of picric acid (chem.)—
See next word and chem. suff". -ate.

picric, adj., bitter. — Formed with adj. suff'. -ic fr.

Gk. Tttxpo;, 'sharp, bitter', fr. I.-E. base *peik-,

'to adorn by coloring or carving', whence also

TToixiXoc, 'variegated'. Cp. the related base

*peig-, whence L. pingere, 'to paint, embroider',

and see paint.

Picris, n., a genus of plants of the chicory family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. L. picris, 'a kind of bitter

lettuce', fr. Gk. -r.'.xplc,, fr. -ly.piQ, 'bitter'. See

prec. word.

picrite, n., an igneous rock composed of augite

and olivine (petrogr.) — See picric and subst.

suff. -ite.

Pict, n., one of an ancient people of Great Brit-

ain. — Late L. Pictl (pi.), usually explained as

'the painted or tattooed ones' (fr. L. pictl, pi. of

pictus, 'painted", pp. of pingere), but prob.

alteration of the Celtic name Pehta, Peihta

(whence OE. Peohtas), lit. 'the Fighters". This

alteration prob. suggested itselffrom the custom

of the members of this people to paint them-

selves.

Derivative: Pict-ish, adj.

pictograph, n., a pictorial symbol representing

an idea. — A hybrid coined fr. L. pictus,

pp. of pingere, 'to paint, color', and Gk. -yp*-

cpos, fr. yp6i'^sv^, 'to write'. See paint and

-graph.

Derivatives: pictograph-ic, adj., pictograph-ic-

al-ly, adv.

pictography, n., the art of writing with picto-

graphs. — See prec. word and -y (representing

Gk. -la).

pictorial, adj. — Formed with adj. suflf. -al fr. L.

pictorius, 'of painters', fr. pictor, 'painter', fr.

pictus, pp. of pingere, 'to paint'. See paint.

Derivatives: pictorial, n., pictorial-ism, n.,

pictorial-ist, n., pictorial-ize, tr. v., pictorial-iz-

ation, n., pictorial-ly, a.d\.
,
pictorial-ness, n.

picture, n. — ME., fr. L. pictHra, 'painting', fr.

pictus, pp. of pingere, 'to paint; to embroider',

fr. I.-E. base *peig-, 'to adorn by coloring or

carving'. See paint and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending see suff. -ure. Cp. painture,

which is a doublet of picture.

Derivatives: picture, tr. v., pictur-ed, adj.,

picture-ly, adj., picturesque (q.v.), pictur-ize, tr.

v., pictur-iz-ation, n., pictur-y, adj.

picturesque, adj., 1) like a picture; 2) colorful;

striking, vivid. — A blend of F. pittoresque and

E. picture. F. pittoresque is a loan word fr. It.

pittoresco, which derives fr. pittore, 'painter', fr.

L. pictorem, ace. of pictor. See pictorial and

-esque.

Derivatives: picturesque, n. and v., picturesque-

ly, adv., picturesque-ness, n.

picul, n., a weight. — Malay and Javanese /j/Atu/,

'a man's load'.

picule, n., piculet. — See next word.

piculet, n., a bird of the subfamily Picidae {orni-

thol.) — Dimin. formed fr. L. picus, 'wood-

pecker" (see pie, 'magpie'), with the suff. -ule

and -let.

piddle, intr. v., to trifle. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: piddl-er, n., piddl-ing, n.

piddock, n., a bivalve moUusk of the genus Pho-

las. — Of uncertain origin.

pidgin, pigeon, n., a mixed language, especially

used in pidgin English, pigeon English. — A
Chinese corruption of E. business.

pie, n., magpie. — ME., fr. OF. pie, fr. L. pica,

'magpie', rel. to picus, 'woodpecker' and to

Umbr. peica (ace), 'the magpie' and cogn. with

OI. pikah, 'the Indian cuckoo', OPruss. picle,

'fieldfare', ON. spwtr, MDu., Du. specht, OHG.,

MHG. speht, G. Specht, 'woodpecker'. Cp. pica,

piculet. Cp. also speight.

pie, also pi, n. , type mixed indiscriminately {print).

— Prob. fr. pie, 'magpie'. See next word.

Derivative: pie, also pi, tr. v., to mix up in-

discriminately.

pie, n., collection of rules. — Prob. fr. pie, 'mag-

pie', fr. L. pica, whence ML. pica, 'collection of

rules, ordinal' (so called in allusion to the black

and white color of the printed page, suggestive

of a magpie). Cp. pica, 'a size of type'. Cp. also

prec. word.

pie, n., a dish covered with pastry. — ME., perh.

lit. 'mixture, mixed dish', and derived fr. pie,

'magpie'.



pie

pie, n., name of a small copper coin of India. —
Hind, pa'l, fr. OI. pddikd, 'quarter', fr. pat, ace.

pddam, 'foot, quarter'. See foot,

piebald, adj., of two different colors, esp. white

and black (like a magpie). — Compounded of

pie, 'magpie', and bald, in its old sense 'white'.

Cp. skewbald.

Derivatives : piebald, n. ,
piebald-ly, adv.

,
piebald-

ness, n.

piece, n. — ME. pece, piece, fr. OF. pece, fr. VL.

*pettia (whence also ML. pecia. It. pezza, Sp.

pieza), a word of Gaulish origin. Cp. W. peth,

Bret, pez, 'a little', and E. patch, 'a piece of

cloth'. Cp. also peat, bezetta.

Derivatives: piece, XT. and intr. v., piec-er, n.,

piec-ing, n.

piecemeal, adv.— ME. pecemele, fr. pece, 'piece',

and OE. mSlum, dat. pi. of miel, 'measure'. See

piece and meal, 'repast'.

pied, adj., mottled, parti-colored. — Formed fr.

pie, 'magpie'; pied orig. meant 'colored as a

magpie i.e. 'black and white'. For the ending see

3rd sufif. -ed.

pie jacket. — Prob. fr. Du. pij-jekker, fr. pij (fr.

MDu. pie), 'cowl', and jekker, 'jacket'.

piepoudre, piepowder, n., orig. a wayfarer itinerant

merchant; now used only in court ofpiepoudre

OT piepowder, a court formerly attached to every

fair and market. — ME. pipoudre, fr. OF. pie

pouldre, 'traveler, peddler', lit. 'dustfooted', fr.

pie (F. pied), 'foot' and pouldre (F. poudre),

'dust'. See foot and powder,

pier, n. — ME. pere, per, fr. OE. per, fr. ML.
pera, which prob. derives fr. L. petra, 'rock,

stone', fr. Gk. 7r£Tpa. See petro-.

Derivatives: pier, XT. v., pier-age, n.

pierce, tr. and intr. v. —• ME. percen, fr. OF.

percer, percier (F. percer), fr. VL. *pertusidre,

freq. of L. pertundere, pp. pertHsus, 'to thrust

through', fr. per- and tundere, 'to beat, strike,

stump', which is rel. to OI. tuddti, tundate, 'he

thrusts', fr. I.-E. base *(s)tud-, 'to beat, strike,

push, thrust'. See stint and words there referred

to and cp. esp. pertuse.

Derivatives: pierc-ing, adj., pierc-ing-ly, adv.

Pierian, adj., pertaining to Pieria; relating to

poetry. — Formed with sufF. -an fr. L. Pierius,

fr. Pieria, fr. Gk. Hiepta, name of a mountain

in N. Thessaly, home of the Muses.

Pierrette, n., a female pierrot. — Fem. of pierrot.

pierrot, n., a stock character in French panto-

mime. — F., lit. 'little Peter', fr. Pierre, fr. L.

Petrus. See Peter.

Derivatives: pierrot, intr. y., pierrot-ic, adj.

Pietism, n., religious revival in the Lutheran

Church at the end of the 17th cent. — G. Pie-

tismus, formed after Pietist (q.v.) with suflf.

-ismus (fr. L. -ismus) ; see -ism.

pietism, n., 1) deep religious feeling; 2) exaggera-

tion of piety. — See prec. word.

Pietist, n., a name given to the adherents of the

German theologian Philipp Jacob Spener (1635-

1184

1705). — G. Pietist; so named fr. Spener's Col-

legia pietatis. See piety and -ist.

pietist, n., an adherent of pietism. — See prec.

word.

Derivatives : pietist-ic, pietist-ic-al, adjs., pietist-

ic-al-ly, adv.

piety, n.— MF. (= F.)piete, fr. L.pietdtem, ace.

ofpietds, 'duty, dutiful conduct, piety, devotion,

tenderness, kindness', fr. plus, 'dutiful, pious'.

See pious and -ty and ep. pity, which is a doublet

of piety. Cp. also piteous, pittance, mont-de-

piete.

piezo", combining form denoting pressure, as in

piezometer. — Fr. Gk. Ttilt^siv, 'to press', which

is cogn. with OI. piddyati, 'presses, oppresses',

fr. I.-E. *pi-s(e)d-, 'to sit upon, to press', fr.

*pi-, short form of *epi, 'on' (see epi-), and *sed-,

'to sit', whence OI. sldati, 'sits", Gk. s^sa&ai,

L. sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary,

piezometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

pressure of liquids or gases. — Compounded of

piezo- and Gk. [x^xpov, 'measure". See meter,

'poetical rhythm', and cp. sympiezometer.

Derivatives : ;)/ezome?r-ic, piezometr-ic-al, adjs.,

piezometr-y, n.

piff, interj. — Imitative.

piffle, intr. v. — Of uncertain origin ; possibly

formed fr. prec. word with suff. -le.

Derivative: pijfl-er, n.

pig, n. — ME. pigge, rel. to LG. bigge, Du. big;

of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: pig, intr. v., pigg-ery, n., pigg-ish,

adj., pigg-ish-ly, adv., pigg-ish-ness, n., pigg-y,

adj., pig-ling, n., pig-ly, adj.

pigeon, n. — ME. pijon, pigeon, fr. OF. pijon (F.

pigeon), fr. Late L. plpionem, ace. of pipiO,

'chirping bird', fr. L. plpire, 'to peep, chirp',

which Wktplpdre, of s.m., is of imitative origin.

See pipe and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives; pigeon, tr. v., pigeon-ry, n.

piggy, n. — A child's word for pig.

piglet, n., a small hog. — Formed fr. pig with

dimin. suff. -let.

pigment, n., paint, dye. — L. pigmentum, 'col-

oring matter, paint', from the stem ofpingere, 'to

paint'. See paint and -ment and cp. pimento,

pimiento and the second element in orpiment.

Derivatives : pigment, tr. and intr. v. . pigmentary

(q.v.), pigment-ation, a., pigment-ize, tr. v.

pigmentary, adj. •— L. pigmentdrius, 'pertaining

to paints', fr. pigmentum. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -ary.

pigmy, n. — See pygmy.

pignorate, tr. v., to pledge. — L. pignerdtus (pig-

nordtus), pp. of pignerdre (pignordre), 'to give

as a pledge, to pledge', fr. pigmis. gen. pignoris,

'pledge, gage, security', which is of uncertain

origin. For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

pike, n., a sharp point. — ME. pic, pike, pyke, fr.

OE. pic, 'point, pike', fr. OF. ( = F.) pic, 'pick,

pickax; peak (of a mountain)', which is prob.

verbal n. otpiquer, 'to prick, sting" (see Dauzat,

pill

DELF., p. 556 s.v. 2nd pic), fr. VL. *piccdre, 'to

prick, pierce' (whence also It. piccare, OPro-
veng., Sp. picar, 'to prick, sting'), fr. VL. *pic-

cus, fr. L. picus, 'woodpecker', which is rel. to

pica, 'magpie'. See pie, 'magpie', and cp. peak,

'a sharp point'. Cp. also picador, picaresque,

picaroon, picayune, pickax, picket, picnic, picot,

picotee, pinch, pink, 'to pierce', pique, piquet,

pitch, 'to throw". Cp. also pick, v.

pike, n., a weapon with a long shaft. — F. pique,

fr. piquer, 'to prick, pierce'. See pike, 'a sharp

point', and cp. pick, 'pointed instrument'.

Derivative : /ijA'c, tr. v., to pierce with or as with

a pike.

pike, n., a voracious fresh-water fish.— Short for

pikefish, lit. 'the fish with a pointed beak', fr.

pike, 'a sharp point'. Cp. pickerel. For sense

development cp. F. brocket, 'pike', fr. broche, 'a

spit'.

pike, n., top of a mountain. — Of Norse origin;

rel. to E. pike, 'a sharp point'.

pike, n., toll bar. — Abbreviation of turnpike.

pikelet, n., a crumpet (Local English). — Short-

ened fr. obsolete bara-picklet, fr. W. bara-

pyglyd.

pikul, n. — See picul.

pilaf, n. — See pilau.

pilar, adj., hairy. — Formed with adj. suff. -ar

fr. L. pilus, 'hair'. See pile, 'hair'.

pilau, pilaf, pilaw, n., an Oriental dish of rice

boiled with meat, etc. — Turk, pilaw, fr. Pars.

paldv.

pilaster, n., a square column. — MF. (= F.) pi-

lastre, fr. It. pilastro, fr. ML. pllastrum, fr. L.

pita, 'pillar". See pillar and -aster.

Derivatives: pilaster-ed, adj., pilaster-ing, n.

Pilate, n., a Roman surname, esp. surname of

Pontius, a governor of Judaea. — L. Pildtus, lit.

'armed with javelins', fr. pilum, 'javelin' (see

pile, 'pointed stake).

pilaw, n. — See pilau.

pilch, n., ] ) orig. an outer garment made of skin;

2) a light saddle; 3) an infant's triangular

wrapper, v\orn over the diaper. — OE. pylece,

fr. ML. pellicea, 'furred garment', prop. fem. of

L. pelliceus. 'made of skins', fr. pellis, 'skin'. See

fell, 'hide", and cp. pelisse.

pilchard, n., name of a fish of the herring family.

— Fr. eailieT pilcher, a word of uncertain origin.

pile, n., a heavy timber or beam driven into the

ground to serve as a support. — ME., 'dart,

stake", fr. OE. pit, 'pointed stake, prickle', fr. L.

pilum, 'ja\elin; pestle' (whence also ON. pila,

OHG., MHG. pfil (G. Pfeil), 'arrow'], which is

rel. to L. pila, 'mortar'. See pestle and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives: pile, tr. v., to drive piles into, pil-

ing, n.

pile, n., the reverse of a coin. — Prob. fr. pile, 'a

heap'.

pile, n., a large heap. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) pile,

fr. L. pila, 'pillar'. See pillar and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also the second element in

thermopile.

Derivative: pile, tr. v., to form a pile.

pile, n., soft, fine hair.— ME., fr. L. pilus, 'hair',

rel. to pila, 'ball, playing ball', prob. also to

pilleus, 'a felt cap', and cogn. with Gk. TtTXo;,

'felt'. Cp. depilate, peel, 'to strip off', pelage,

pellet, pelon, pelota, pelt, 'to strike', Pilea, pileus,

pill, 'a little ball of medicine', pill, 'to rob; to

peel', pilule, platoon, plot, 'to press into cakes',

plot, 'conspiracy', pluck, plush, poilu, and the

second element in caryopilite, caterpillar, horri-

pHate.

Derivative: pil-ed, adj., covered with hair.

Pilea, n., a genus of plants, the richweed (bot.)—
ModL., fr. L. pileus, more exactly pilleus, 'felt

cap'. See pileus.

piles, n. pi., hemorrhoids. — Lit. 'balls', fr. L.

pila, 'ball'. See pile, 'hair'.

pileus, the cap of a mushroom (hot.)— L. pileus,

more exactly pilleus, 'felt cap', which is prob.

rel. to pilus, 'hair'. See pile, 'hair'.

pilfer, intr. v. — MF. pelfrer, fr. pelfre, 'booty'.

Cp. pelf.

Derivatives: pilfer-age, n., pilfer-er, n., pilfer-

ing, n., pilfer-ing-ly, adv.

pilgarlic, n., a bald-headed person. — Prop, 'one

resembling a peeled garlic', fr. pill, 'to peel', and
garlic.

pilgrim, n. — ME. pelegrim, fr. OF. peligrin,

pelerin (F. peleriri), fr. Late L. pelegrinus, dis-

similated fr. L. peregrinus, 'foreigner, stranger'.

See peregrine and cp. pelerine. For the change

of final -« to -m cp. grogram and venom.

Derivatives: pilgrim, intr. v., pilgrimage (q.v.),

pilgrim-atic, pilgrim-atic-al, aAjs., pilgrim-er, n.,

pilgrim-ess, n., pilgrim-ize, intr. and tr. v.

pilgrimage, n. — ME., fr. OF. pelrimage, peleri-

nage, fr. peleriner, 'to go on a pilgrimage', fr.

pelerin. See prec. word and -age.

Derivative: pilgrimage, intr. v.

pill", combining form meaning 'hair'. — L. pili-,

fr. pilus, 'hair'. See pile, 'hair'.

piliferous, adj., bearing hairs ibot.) — Com-
pounded of pili- and L. ferre, 'to bear, carry'.

See -ferous.

piliform, adj., hairlike. — Compounded of pili-

and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

pill, n., a little ball of medicine. — L. pilula, Ut.

'a httle ball', dimin. ofpila, 'ball', which is rel.

to pilus, 'hair'. See pile, 'hair'.

Derivative: pill, tr. v., to form into pills, dose

with pills.

pill, tr. v., to rob, pillage (archaic); to peel (dial.

English) — ME. pillen, pilen, fr. OE. pilian, 'to

strip, plunder; *to peel' (whence also E. peel),

which prob. derives fr. MF. (= F.) piller, 'to

plunder', fr. VL. *pilledre, 'to plunder', fr. L.

pilleus, pilleum, 'cap of felt' (in Late L. pilleus

meant 'rag, scrap, bit'), which is rel. to pilus,

'hair'. See pile, 'hair', and cp. words there re-

ferred to.



pillage

Derivative: pill-ed, adj.

pillage, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) fr. piller, 'to

pillage, plunder', fr. VL. *pilleare. See prec.

word and -age.

Derivatives : /Ji'Wag'e, tr. and intr. v., pillag-er, n.

pillar, n.— ME./xVer, fr. OF. piler, fr. VL.pildre,

fr. L. pita, 'pillar', which stands for *pei!a, and

is rel. to Oscan eh-peilatasset, 'they are set up'.

Cp. pile, 'a large heap', pilaster, pillory. Cp. also

compile, oppilate.

Derivative: pillar, tr. v.

piUaret, n. — Dimin. formed fr- prec. word with

sufi". -et.

pillion, n., a kind of saddle. — Gael, pillean,

dimin. oipeall, 'skin', fr. L. pellis. See fell, 'hide'

and cp. pell, pellicle.

pilliwinks, n., an old Scottish instrument of tor-

ture. — ME. pyrewinkes, of unknown origin.

pillory, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) pilori, fr. ML.
pllorium, of s.m., a derivative of L. plla, 'pillar'.

See pillar and subst. suff. -oiy.

Derivative: pillory, tr. v.

pillow, n. — ME. pilwe, fr. OE. pyle, pylu, fr. L.

pulvlnus, 'cushion, pillow', whence also OS. puli,

MDu. piilu (Du. peluw), OHG. pfuliwi, pfulwo

(MHO. pfulwe, G. PfuhV), of s.m. See pulvinus.

Derivatives :/»i//oH', tr. and intr. v.,pitlow-y, adj.

pilocarpine, pilocarpin, n., an alkaloid CjjHjgNjjOj

(chem.)— See next word and chem. suff. -ine,-in.

Pilocarpus, n., a genus of shrubs of the rue fam-

ily (hot.)— ModL., compounded of Gk. ttTXo?,

'felt', and y.apn6q, 'fruit'. See pile, 'hair', and

carpel.

pilose, adj., covered with hair (^bot.)— L.pilosus,

'hairy', fr. pilus, 'hair'. See pile, 'hair', and adj.

suff. -ose, and cp. pilous.

pilosity, n., the state of being pilose. — ML.
pilositas, fr. L. pilosus. See prec. word and -ity.

pUot, n. — MF. (= F.) pilote, fr. It. pitota, fr.

Olt. pedota, fr. Byzantine Gk. *ini8corr)i;,

'steersman', fr. Gk. TnjSiv, 'the blade of an oar',

which is rel. to TrrjSaXiov, 'rudder', TnjSSv, 'to

bound', 7nf)Sri!J.a, 'a leaping, bounding', fr. l.-E.

base *ped-, enlarged form of base *ped-, 'foot',

whence Gk. tteStq, 'fetter', TtsSov, 'ground,

earth', ttou?, gen. 710861;, 'foot', L. pes, gen.

pedis, Goth, fotus, OE. fot, 'foot'. See foot and

words there referred to and cp. esp. pedesis.

Derivatives: pilot-less, adj., pilot-ry, n.

pilot, tr. V. — F. piloter, fr. pilote. See pilot, n.

Derivatives : pilot-age, n., pilot-ing, n., pilot-ism,

n.

pilous, adj., pilose. — L. pilosus, 'hairy', fr. pilus,

'hair'. See pilose and adj. suff. -ous.

pilpul, n., discussion, esp. discussion in the Tal-

mud. — Aram, and Heb. pilpul, 'discussion,

debate', rel. to Heb. pilpel, 'he spiced, he sea-

soned' (whence arose the meaning 'he argued,

debated, he disputed violently'), denominated

fr. pilpel, 'pepper', fr. OI. pippali, 'berry, pep-

per', whence also Gk. ic^Ttepi, 'pepper'. Cp.

pepper.

Derivatives : ;)i7p«/-i.$/, n., pilpul-ist-ic, adj.

pilule, n., a little pill.— MF. (= F.), fr. L. pilula,

lit. 'a little ball', dimin. of pila. See pill, 'a little

ball of medicine', and -ule.

Derivatives: pilul-ar, pilul-ous, adjs.

pimelosis, n., obesity (med.)— Medical L., form-

ed with suff. -osis fr. Gk. Txly-zkriq, 'fat' (adj.),

fr. Tzl\L€ki], 'fat, lard', which is rel. to map, 'any

fatty substance',' TTiMV, 'fat'. See pine, the tree,

and cp. words there referred to.

pimento, n. 1) the Spanish paprika; 2) allspice. —
Sp. pimienta. Port, pimento, 'pepper' (whence

also F. piment), fr. Late L. pigmenta, pi. of

pigmentum, 'plant juice', fr. L. pigmentum,

'paint, coloring matter', in ML. 'aromatic spice',

from the stem ofpingere, 'to paint'. See pigment,

pimiento, n., sweet pepper. — Sp., fr. pimienta.

See prec. word.

pimp, n., procurer, pander. — Of uncertain ori-

gin; possibly connected with F.pimper, 'to coax,

wheedle', OProven?. pipar, pimpar, 'to dress

up', which are related to F. piper, 'to peep,

cheep, to lure birds'. See pipe.

Derivative : pimp, intr. v.

pimpernel, n., a plant of the primrose family. —
ME. pympernele, fr. OF. (= F.) pimprenelle,

'burnet', fr. ML. pimpernella, for *piperineUa, a

derivative of L. piper, 'pepper' (see pepper) ; so

called because its fruit resembles peppercorns.

Pimpinella, n., a genus of plants of the carrot

family {hot.) — ModL., fr. VL. *bipinella,

dimin. of L. bipennis, 'two-winged'; so called in

allusion to the bipiimate leaves. The word Pim-

pinella was prob. influenced in form by ML.

pimpernella. See prec. word.

pimping, n., puny, petty; sickly. — Of uncertain

etymology; perh., like G. pimpeln, 'to whine,

complain, be sickly', pimpelig, 'sickly, effemi-

nate', of imitative origin. For the ending see adj.

suff. -ing.

pimple, n.— ME.pinple, prob. a nasalized deriv-

ative of the imitative base *pap-, 'to swell', oc-

curring in L. papula, 'swelling, pimple', papilla,

'nipple'. See papula.

Derivatives: pimple, tr. and intr. v., pimpl-ed,

pimpl-ous, pimpl-y, adjs., pimpl-i-ness, n.

pin, n., peg; short piece of wire.— ME. pinne, fr.

OE. pinn, 'peg, pin', rel. to ON.pinni, 'peg, tack',

MDu. ;j(n,/>/nne, 'pin, peg', OHG./i/i«n, MHG.
pfinne, G. Pinne, 'pin, tack'; prob. fr. I.-E. base

*bend-, 'anything protruding", whence also Mir.

benn, 'horn, summit', W. bann, 'elevation'. Cp.

peen, pen, 'enclosure', pintle. E. pint, 'a measure',

is not related.

Derivatives: pin, tr. v., pinn-er, n., pimt-y, adj.

piiia, n., pineapple. — Sp., fr. L. pinea, 'pine-

apple, pinecone', prop. fern, of pineus, 'of the

pine', used as a noun, fr. pinus, 'pine'. See pine,

the tree, and cp. pineal.

Pinaceae, n. pi., the pine family (hot.) — ModL.,

fr. L. pinus, 'pine'. See pine, the tree, and -aceae.

pinafore, n., a sleeveless apron worn by children.

pinna

— Lit. 'pinned in front', compounded of the

verb pin, 'to fasten with a pin' (see pin), and
afore.

Derivative
:
/jma/or-eJ, adj.

pinaster, n., a Mediterranean pine.— h. pinaster,

'wild pine', fr. pinus, 'pine'. See pine, the tree,

and -aster.

pince-nez, n., folding eyeglasses. — F., lit. 'pinch-

nose', fr. pincer, 'to pinch' and nez, 'nose', fr. L.

ndsus. See pinch and nasal.

pincers, n. pi., a gripping tool with two parts piv-

oted together. — ME. pynceours, pinsours, fr.

MF. *pinceours, agentname formed fr. MF. pin-

cier, pincer (F. pincer), 'to pinch'. Cp. F,. pinchers

which is derived in a similar way from the verb

pinch (q.v.)

pincette, n., small pincers.— F., a dimin. formed

fr. pincer, 'to pinch'. See prec. word and -ette.

pinch, tr. and intr. v. — ME. pinchen, fr. ONF.
*pinchier, corresponding to OF. pincier (F. pin-

cer), fr. VL. *pinctidre (whence also It. pinzare,

Sp. pinchar, 'to prick, pierce'), which is prob. a

blend of VL. *piinctiare, 'to prick, pierce' (fr. L.

punctum, 'point, puncture'), and VL. *piccdre,

of s.m. See point, n., and pike, 'a sharp point',

and cp. pince-nez, pincers, pincette.

Derivatives: pinch, n., pinch-ed, adj., pinch-ed-

ly, adv., pinch-ed-ness, n., pinch-er, n.

pinchbeck, n., an alloy of zinc, tin and copper.—
Named after its inventor, C. Pinchbeck, a Lon-

don watchmaker, who died in 1732.

Derivative: pinchbeck, adj.

Pindarl, n., one of a horde of marauders in India

in the 18th and early 19th centuries. — Hind.

pinddrd, Marathi pendhdri, possibly from the

place-name Pandhdr.

Pindaric, adj., pertaining to, or in the style of,

Pindar.— L. Pindaricus, fr. Gk.IIivSaptxAc, fr.

IlivSapoi;, 'Pindar', a Greek lyric poet (about

522-443). For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: Pindaric, n., a Pindaric ode.

pine, intr. v. — ME. pinen, fr. OF. pinian, 'to tor-

ture, torment, afflect', fr. *pin, 'pain', fr. L.

poena, 'punishment'. See penal and cp. pain. Cp.

also repine.

pine, n., a tree of the genus Pinus (bot.) — ME.,

fr. OE. pin, (in ME. fr. F. pin), fr. F. pinus, 'pine',

which is cogn. with OI. pitiih, 'juice, sap, resin,

food', pttu-ddruh, 'a kind of pine', lit. 'resini-

ferous tree' (for OI. ddru, 'tree', cp. Gk. SpOc,

'oak', and see dryad), Gk. TriTuc, 'pine'. These

words are traceable to l.-E. base;);-, 'sap, juice",

whence also Gk. Ttftov, 'fat, wealthy', r:i\LO.r„

'fat, lard', Trtaaa (for *7:'lxia), 'pitch', L. pin-

guis, 'fat', pituita, 'slime, phlegm, viscous mois-

ture', opimus, 'fat, fertile, rich'. See fat and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also pina, pinaster,

pineal, pinetum, pinnace, pinon.

Derivatives: pin-er, n., pin-ery, n., pin-y, adj.

pineal, adj., pertaining to, or shaped like, a pine-

cone. — F. pineal, fr. L. pinea, 'pine cone', fem.

ofpineus, 'of the pine', fr. pinus, 'pine'. See pine.

the tree, and adj. suff. -al, and cp. pina.

pinetum, n., a plantation of pine trees. — L.

pinetum, 'pine wood, pine grove', fr. pinus, 'pine'.

See pine, the tree. For the suff. cp. arboretum, 'a

place grown with trees', fr. arbor, 'tree' (see ar-

boretum).

pinfold, n., a pound for straying animals. — ME.
pynfold, fr. OE. pundfald, which is compounded
of *pund, 'pound', and fold, 'fold'. See pound,

'enclosure', and fold, 'pen'.

ping, n., the sound made by a bullet; intr. v., to

make a sound (said of a bullet). — Imitative.

Ping-Pong, n., trade name for table tennis. —
Imitative.

Pinguicula, n., a genus of plants, the butterwort

(bot.) — ModL., fr. L. pinguiculus, 'fattish',

dimin. of pinguis. See pinguid and -cule.

pinguid, adj., fat, greasy.— F. pinguis, 'fat', cogn.

with opi-mus, 'rich', pi-nus, 'pine', pi-tuita,

'slime', fr. I.-E. base *pi-, 'sap, juice'. See pine,

the tree.

Derivative: pinguid-ity, n.

pinion, n., distal or terminal segment of a bird's

wing. — MR. pynyon, fr. MF.pignon, a second-

ary form of penon, pennon, fr. VL. *pinnionem,

ace. of pinnid, fr. L. pinna, 'feather, wing'. See

pinna, 'leaf, and cp. next word.

Derivative : pinion, tr. v.

pinion, n., a small cogged wheel which gears with

a larger one. — F. pignon, 'gable; pinion', fr.

VL. *pinnidnem, ace. of *pinnid, 'battlement',

fr. L. pinna, 'battlement, pinnacle'. See pinna.

pinlte, n., a hydrous potassium-aluminum silicate

{mineral.) — G. Pinit, from the Pini mine in

Saxony. The suff. -it goes back to Gk. -ityji;
;

see subst. suff. -ite.

pinite, n., a sweet crystalline substance (chem.)—
Formed fr. L. pinus, 'pine'. See pine, the tree,

and subst. suff. -ite.

pink, n., any plant of the genus Dianthus. — Of
uncertain origin.

Derivatives: pink, adj., of the color pink, pink-

ish, adj., pink-ness, n., pink-y, adj.

pink, n., a kind of sailing vessel. — MDu. pincke

(Du. pink).

pink, tr. v., to stab, pierce. — ME. pinken; prob.

a nasalized var. of the verb pick.

Derivatives: pink-er, n., pink-ing, n.

pink, n., a young salmon. — Cp. dial. G. Pinke.

pinkie, also pinky, n., a boat. — Formed fr. pink,

'vessel', with suff. -ie, resp. -y.

Pinkster, also pingster, pinxter, n., Whitsuntide

(USA.) — MDu. pinxter, pinxteren, pinsler

(Du. pinkster, pinksteren), fr. Gk. -£VTT,y.oaT7j

(sell. fiiJtEpa), 'fiftieth (day)' (prob. through the

medium of Goth, paintekuste). See Pentecost.

pinna, n., 1) a single leaf (bot.); 2) fin (zool.); 3)

the external ear (anat.) — L. pinna, 'feather,

wing; fin of a fish ; battlement, pinnacle', which,

according to F. S. Sonrmier (in Kritische Erlau-

terungen zur lateinischen Laut- und Formen-
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lehre, Heidelberg, 1914, pp. 15 f.), is a dial. var.

of penna. See pen, 'feather'. See also Walde-

Hofmann, LEW., II, pp. 306-307 s.v. pinna.

Derivative: i)/nn-fl/, adj.

Pinna, n., a genus ofmarine bivalves {zool.)— L.

pinna, fr. Gk. Tttvva, 'a kind of long-shaped

bivalve', which is of uncertain origin.

pinnace, n., a kind of light vessel.— MF. pinasse,

pinace (F. peniche), fr. OSp. (= Sp.) pinaza,

'pinnace', orig. 'a thing made of pinewood', fr.

pino, 'pine', fr. L. pinus. See pine, the tree.

pinnacle, n., 1) a slender turret; 2) the highest

point. — Late L. pinndculum, 'peak, pinnacle',

dimin. of L. pinna. See pinna and -cle.

Derivative : pinnacle, tr. v.

pinnate, adj., 1) shaped like a feather {zool.); 2)

having leaflets arranged on either side of a com-

mon axis (bot.)— L. pinndtus, 'feathered, wing-

ed', fr. pinna, 'feather, wing'. See pinna, 'leaf,

and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: pinnat-ed, adj., pinnate-ty, pinnat-

ed-ly, advs.,pinnat-ion, n.

pinnati-, combining form meaning 'pinnate'. —
Fr. L. pinndtus. See prec. word.

pinnatifid, adj., cleft in a pinnate manner (bat.)—
Compounded of pinnati- and L. -fidus, from the

stem oifindere, perf. fidi, 'to cleave'. See -fid.

pinnatiped, adj., having lobes to the toes {orni-

ihol.) — Compounded of pinnati- and the stem

of L. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See pedal.

pinner, n., hairdress with long flaps; pinafore. —
Formed with agential suff. -er fr. pin, 'to fasten

with a pin". See pin.

pinni-, combining form meaning/n orfeather. —
Fr. L. pinna. See pinna, 'leaf.

Pinnigrada, n. pi., another name for Pinnipedia

{zool.) — ModL., lit. 'moving by means of flip-

pers', fr. L. pinna, 'fin', and the stem of gradior,

gradi, 'to walk', whence also gradus, 'step'. See

grade.

pinnigrade, adj. and n. — See prec. word.

pinniped, adj. and n. — See next word.

Pinnipedia, n. pi., a suborder of aquatic carniv-

orous mammals, the seals and walruses {zool.)

— ModL., lit. 'having feet serving as fins', fr. L.

pinna, 'fin", And pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See pinni-

and pedal.

Derivative: pinniped-ian, adj. and n.

pinnothere, pinnotere, n. — See next word.

Pinnotheres, n., a genus of small crabs {zool.) —
L. pin(n)otheres, pin(n)oteres, 'a small crab

(found in the shell of the mussel)", compounded

of Gk. -Jwx. 'a kind of long-shaped bivalve'

(see Pinna), and -nr;pcTv, 'to watch over, take

care of, guard', which prob. derives fr. I.-E. base

q^ei-, *g^i-, 'to respect, consider'. See penal and

cp. synteresis.

pinnula, n., 1 ) pinnule {bot.) ; 2) barb of a feather

{zool.) — L. pinnula. See next word.

pinnule, n., 1) a small fin (zool.); 2) part of a

pinnate leaf (6o/.)— l^. pinnula, dimin. ofpinna,

'feather'. See pinna, 'leaf, and -ule.

pinochle, pinocle, n., a card game resembling

bezique. — Of unknown origin.

pinole, n., parched seeds of maize, etc.; an aro-

matic powder used in making chocolate. — Sp.,

fr. Nahuatl pinolli.

piiion, n., 1) any of various pine trees; 2) their

seed. — Sp. piUdn, 'pine nut, kernel', fr. pifia,

'pine nut', fr. L. pinea, 'pine nut', prop. fern, of

the adj. pineus, 'pertaining to a pine', fr. pinus,

'pine'. See pine, the tree.

pint, n.— MU.pinte, fr. OF. (= F.)pinte, fr. VL.

*pincta, the same as h.picta, fern. j^. ofpingere,

'to paint' ; so called from the painted gauge sign.

OProven?., Sp. and It. pinta also derive fr.

VL. *pincta. See paint and cp. next word. Cp.

also pintado.

pinta, n., a tropical chronic skin disease (med.)—

•

Amer. Sp., fr. Sp., 'spot, stain, mark', fr. VL.

*pincta. See prec. word.

pintado, n., 1) a large fish of the mackerel fam-

ily; 2) the guinea fowl. — Port, pintado, 'paint-

ed', pp. of pintar, 'to paint', fr. VL. *pinctus,

corresponding to L. pictus, pp. of pingere, 'to

paint'. See paint and cp. prec. word. Cp. also

pint.

pintle, n., a pin. — ME. pintel, 'penis, pintle', fr.

OE. pintel, 'penis', a diminutive form. Cp. LG.

pint, 'penis', and see dimin. sutf. -le.

Pinus, n., a genus of trees, the pine {hot.) — L.

pinus. See pine, the tree.

pinxit, v., he (or she) painted it. — L., 3rd sing,

perfect of pingere, 'to paint'. See paint.

pio-, before a vowel pi-, combining form meaning

'fat', as in pioscope. — Fr. Gk. tiIojv, 'fat",

which is cogn. with L. pinguis, 'fat'. See pinguid.

piolet, n., ice ax. — F., fr. Piemont. piolet, dimin.

of piola, 'ax', aphetic form of *apiola, itself

dimin. of apia, 'ax', which is a Teut. loan word.

See hatchet.

pioneer, n. — F. pionnier, 'foot soldier; pioneer",

fr. pion, 'foot soldier', fr. OF. peon, fr. L. pedo-

nem, ace. of pedo, 'foot soldier', fr. pes, gen.

pedis, 'foot'. See foot and -eer and cp. pawn, 'a

piece at chess", and peon.

Derivative: pioneer, tr. and intr. v.

pioscope, n., a variety of lactoscope. — Com-
pounded of pio- and Gk. -c5x67riov, fr. azoTiEiv,

'to look at, examine". See -scope.

pious, adj. — L. plus, 'dutiful, pious, devout,

tender, kind' (whence pidre, 'to appease, propi-

tiate, expiate"); rel. to Umbr. pihaz (= L. pid-

tus), 'appeased', and perh. also to L. pQ-rus,

'pure, clean". See pure and cp. piety, pity, expiate

impiety. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Derivatives: pious-ly, adv., pious-ness, n.

pip, n., a disease of fowls.— ME.pippe, fr. MDu.
pippe (Du. pip), fr. VL *pittita, *pipita, for L.

pituita, 'phlegm, the pip in fowls'. G. Pips and

F. pepie are of the same origin. See pituitary.

pip, n., seed of apple, pear, etc. — Abbreviation

of pippin.

ney piscary

Derivative
:
/ii/'/;->', adj.

pip, n., a spot on cards, dice, etc. — Earlier /jee;?,

of uncertain origin.

pip, intr. v., to chirp or peep, as a chick; tr. v. to

break through (the shell of the egg). — A var.

of peep.

pipal, peepul, n., the bo tree. — Hind, pipal, fr.

OI. pippali, 'berry of the pipal tree', later 'pep-

percorn', whence also L. piper, 'pepper'. See

pepper.

pipe, n. — ME., fr. OE. pipe, 'tube, pipe (musical

instrument)', fr. VL. *pipa, 'a tube-shaped mu-

sical instrument', back formation fr. L. pipdre,

'to peep, pip, chirp', which is of imitative origin.

Cp. It. and Sp. pipa, F. pipe, OHG. pflfa

(whence MHG. pflfe, G. Pfeife), Du. pijp, OS.,

OTSi. pipa, Swed. pipa, Da.n. pibe, which all derive

from VL. *pipa. Cp. fife, peep, 'to chirp',

pibroch, pigeon, pimp, pip, 'to peep'.

Derivatives: pipe, v. (q.v.), pipe-ful, pipe-less,

pipe-like, adjs.

pipe, intr. and tr. v. — ME. pipen, fr. OE. pipan,

'to play on a pipe', fr. pipe; partly fr. pipe, n.

Derivatives
:
/>i/j-erf, adj., pip-er, n., pip-ing, adj.

and n., pip-ing-ly, adv., pip-ing-ness, n.

Piper, n., a genus of plants, the true pepper {bot.)

— L. piper, 'pepper'. See pepper.

Piperaceae, n. pi., the pepper family {hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

piperaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

piperazine, also piperazi, n., a crystalline sub-

stance {chem.)— Formed fr. piper(idine), az(ote)

and chem. suff. -ine.

piperidine, also piperidin, n., a liquid alkaloid

{chem.) — Formed fr. piper(ine) and suff. -idine

(prop, the compound of the suffixes -ide and

-ine, both frequently used in chemistry).

piperine, also piperin, n., a crystalline alkaloid

{chem.) — Formed with chem. suff. -ine fr. L.

piper, 'pepper'. See pepper.

piperylene, n., an oily unsaturated hydrocarbon

{chem.) — Coined fr. piper(idine) and -ylene.

pipette, n., a small pipe or tube. — F., dimin. of

pipe. See pipe, n., and -ette.

Derivative: pipette tr.v.

pipistrel, pipistrelle, n., a very small species of bat.

— F. pipistrelle, fr. It. pipistrello, corruption of

Olt. vispistrello, vipistrello, which was formed

through metathesis fr. L. vespertilio, 'bat". See

Vespertilio.

pipit, n., one of various small singing birds of the

genus Anthus {ornithol.) — Of imitative origin.

pipkin, n., a small earthenware jar. — Prob. a

dimin. formed fr. pipe, in the sense of 'cask'. For

the ending see suff. -kin.

pippin, n., any of numerous varieties of apple. —
ME. pipin, 'kernel, seed', fr. OF. pepin (F. pepin),

'pip (of an apple)', which is of imitative origin.

Cp. It. pippolo, Sp. pepita, 'seed, kernel', which

are also imitative. Cp. also pip, 'seed'.

piquancy, n.— Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.

piquant, adj.— F., pres. part, ofpiquer, 'to prick'.

See pique, 'to nettle', and -ant.

Derivatives: piquant-ly, adv., piquant-ness, n.

pique, tr. and intr. v., to nettle. — F. piquer, 'to

prick, sting'. See pike, 'a sharp point".

Derivative: pique, n.

pique, n., in piquet, scoring of 30 points by one

player before the other player scores at all. —
F. pic, 'pick, pickaxe; pique'. See pike, 'a sharp

point', and cp. piquet, repique.

Derivative : pique, tr. v., to score a pique against.

piqu^, n., cotton fabric.— F.,prop. pp. ofpiquer,

'to prick'. See pique, 'to nettle'.

piquet, n., a card game. — F., dimin. of pic, fr.

faire pic, a term used in the game of piquet, fr.

pic, 'pick, pickaxe; pique'. See pike, 'a sharp

point', and -et.

piracy, n. — ML. plrdtia, fr. Gk. T^sipaTeia,

'piracy', fr. T^etpaTT)?. See pirate and -cy.

piragua, n., a canoe made from the hollowed

trunk of a tree. — Sp. See pirogue.

piranha, n., a caribe {ichthyoid — Port., fr. Tupi

piranha.

pirate, n. — L. pirdta, fr. Gk. zEtpaTYj;, 'pirate,

corsair', fr. Tistpav, 'to attempt, attack", fr. izti-

pa, 'trial, attempt, experience', which is cogn.

with L. peritus, 'experienced', periculum, 'trial,

experiment, risk, danger'. See peril and cp. em-

piric, experience.

Derivatives: pirate, intr. and tr. v., piratical

(q.v.)

piratical, adj., also piratic. — L. pirdticus, 'per-

taining to pirates', fr. Gk. TrsipaTixot;, fr. ttei-

paTir]^. See prec. word and -ical.

Derivative : piratical-ly, adv.

pirn, n., bobbin, spool, reed. — ME. pyrne, of

uncertain origin.

pirogue, also piroque, n., a canoe made from the

hollowed trunk of a tree. — F., fr. Sp. piragua,

a word of Caribbean origin. Cp. piragua.

pirouette, n., a whirling about on tiptoe in

dancing. — F., 'spinning top, pirouette', prob.

a blend of It. piruolo, 'peg top', and F. girouette,

'weathercock'.

pirouette, intr. v., to whirl about on tiptoe. — F.

pirouetter, fr. pirouette. See pirouette, n.

Derivatives
:
/'i>oH^r/-er, n., pirouetf-ist, n.

pirssonite, n., a hydrous calcium sodium carbon-

ate {mineral.) — Named after the American

geologist Louis Valentine Pirsson (1860-1919).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

pis aller, last resource. — F., lit. 'to go worse', fr.

pis, 'worse" (fr. L. pejus, neut. of pejor, 'worse"),

and aller, 'to go'. See pejorative and alley.

pisanite, n., a hydrous iron copper sulfate (min-

eral.) — Named after the French chemist and

mineralogist FSlix P/iom (1831-1920), who ana-

lyzed it. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

piscary, n., the right of fishing (Ian). — ML.
piscdria, prop. neut. pi. of the L. adj. piscdrius,

'pertaining to fishing', fr. piscis, 'fish'. See

Pisces and adj. suff. -ary.
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piscatology, n., the science of fishing.— A hybrid

coined fr. L. piscStus, pp. oipiscarl, 'to fish', fr.

piscis, 'fish', and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. ->>6yo(;, 'one

who spealcs (in a certain manner) ; one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See Pisces and -logy,

piscator, n., a fisherman. — L. piscdtor, fr. piscd-

tus, pp. of piscari, 'to fish'. See next word.

piscatory, adj., pertaining to fishing. — L. piscd-

torius, 'of fishermen', fr. piscator, 'fisherman',

fr. piscdtus, pp. of piscari, 'to fish', fr. piscis,

'fish'. See next word and adj. sufi". -ory.

Derivatives: piscatory, n., piscalori-al, adj.

Pisces, n. pi., the twelfth sign of the zodiac. — L.,

pi. ofpiscis, 'fish', cogn. with Goth, fisks, OHG.,

OE. fisc, 'fish'. See iish, 'an aquatic animal', and

cp. words there referred to.

pisci-, combining form meaning fish. — L. pisci-,

fr. piscis, 'fish'. See prec. word.

pisciculture, n., fish culture. — Compounded of

pisci- and L. cultiira, 'culture'. See culture.

Derivatives : piscicultur-al, adj., piscicultur-al-ly,

adv., piscicultur-ist, n.

piscina, n., 1) fish pond ; 2) stone basin in the wall

of a church. — L. piscina, 'fishpond, pond for

bathing, cistern, tank, reservoir', fr. piscis, 'fish'.

See Pisces and -ine (representing L. -ina).

Derivative: piscin-al, adj.

piscine, n., bathing pool. — See prec. word.

piscine, adj., pertaining to fish. — Formed with

suff. -ine (representing L. -inus) fr. L. piscis, 'fish'.

See Pisces,

piscivorous, adj., fish-eating. — Compounded of

pisci- and L. -varus, 'devouring'. See -vorous.

pis6, n., puddled clay. — F., pp. of piser, 'to

pound', fr. L. pinsere, 'to beat, pound, crush',

whence pistillum, 'pestle'. See pestle.

Pisgah, n., name of a mountain in Moab, from

which Moses saw the Promised Land. — Heb.

Pisgd'', lit. 'cleft'. Cp. the phrase Pisgah sight (in

allusion to Deut 3 : 27).

pish, interj., v. and n. — Imitative.

pishogue, n., witchcraft, sorcery. — Ir. piseog,

'sorcery".

pish-pash, n., rice soup containing small pieces of

meat (Anglo-Ind.) — Pers. pish-pash, 'broken to

pieces', fr. pashidan, 'to break to pieces'.

Pisidium, n., a genus of freshwater bivalves (zool.)

— ModL.. dimin. of L. pisum, 'pea'. See pease

and -idium.

pisiform, adj., shaped like a pea.— Compounded

oiL. pisum, "pea" anA forma, 'form, shape'. See

pease and form, n., and cp. Pisum.

pismire, n., ant. — ME. pissemire, pissemyre, lit.

'ejecting a urinelike fluid', fr. pisse, 'urine' (see

piss), and mire, myre, 'ant', which is rel. to ON.

maurr, Norw. maur, OSwed. myr, myra, Swed.

myra, Dan., Norw. myre, MDu. miere, Du.

mier, Crimean Goth, miera, 'ant', and cogn. with

Gk. tJL'Jp(xri5, L. formica, 'ant'. See formic and

cp. words there referred to.

pisolite, n., a limestone composed of globules

shaped like peas (petrogr.)— Lit. 'peastone', fr.

1190

Gk, niao?, 'pea' and Xi&o?, 'stone'. See pease

and -lite,

piss, intr. and tr. v. — ME. pissen, fr. OF. pissier

(F. pisser), of imitative origin.

pistachio, n. — It. pistacchio (whence also F.

pisiache, Sp. pistacho), fr. L. pistdcium, fr. Gk.

•TCiaTaxiov, 'pistachio nut', fr. mcnixri, 'pista-

chio tree', fr. Pers- pistah, 'pistachio nut'. Cp.

fustic,

pistareen, n., an old Spanish coin. — Prob. de-

rived fr. Sp. peseta. See peseta.

Pistia, n., a genus of plants of the arum family

(^fyot.)
— ModL., fr. Gk. toctto;, 'liquid', rel. to

Trmiaxsov, 'to give to drink', which is formed

with reduplication fr. TttvEiv, 'to drink', fr. I.-E.

base *pi-, *pd{iy, 'to drink', whence also L. po-

tdre, 'to drink', pdtio, 'a draft, drink'. See po-

tion,

pistil, n., ovary of a seed plant {bol.) — F., fr. L.

pistillum, 'pestle' (see pestle); so called in allu-

sion to its shape.

Derivatives: pistill-ar, pistill-ary, pistill-ate,

pistill-ine, adjs.

pistilli-, combining form denoting the pistil. —
Fr. L. pistillum. See pistil,

pistilliferous, adj., containing a pistil. — Com-

pounded of pistilli- and -ferous.

pistol, n. — MF. (= F.) pistole (whence the

dimin. pislolet), 'pistol', fr. G. Pistole, fr. Czech

pistal, 'tube, pipe', formerly also 'fire-arm', de-

rived ft.pisk, whistle', which is of imitative ori-

gin. For another weapon of Czech origin cp.

howitzer.

Derivative : pistol, tr. v.

pistole, n., 1) a former Spanish gold coin; 2) any

of various former European gold coins. — F., fr.

It. piastola, dimin. of piastra, 'plate or leaf of

metal', fr. L. plastrum. See plaster, n., and cp.

piaster.

pistoleer, pistolier, n. — F. pistolier, fr. pistole,

'pistol'. See pistol and -eer, resp. -ier.

pistolet, n., any of various former European gold

coins. — F., dimin. of pistole. See pistole,

pistolgram, n., an instantaneous photograph. —
Compounded of pistol and -gram,

pistolgraph, n., an apparatus for taking instanta-

neous photographs. — A hybrid coined fr.

pistol and -graph.

pistology, n., the study of faith. — Compounded

of Gk. -iCTTi;, 'faith", and -/.ovta, fr. -Xovo;.

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who

deals (with a certain topic)". Gk. TTiaTi: stands

for *-iO-Ti.c, from the stem of -ei^slv, "to per-

suade', fr. I.-E. base "bheidh-, *bhidh-, whence

also L. fidere, 'to trust, confide in'. See bid and

cp. fidelity. For the second element see -logy,

piston, n. — F., fr. MF., 'a large pestle', fr. Ol.

(= It.) pistone, 'a piston', a var. oi pestone, 'a

pestle', fr. pistare, a var. of pestare, 'to pound",

fr. Late L. pistare, freq. of L. pinsere (pp. pistus),

'to beat, pound'. See pestle and cp. words there

referred to. For the ending see suff. -oon.
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pistrix, n., a sea monster {Greek and Roman an-

tiq.) — L. pistrix, alteration of pristis, fr. Gk.

TtpidTiQ, nploTii;, 'a shark, whale, sea mon-

ster', lit. 'sawyer', fr. Kpteiv 'to saw', whence

also Tcpia^jia, 'something sawn off'. See prism.

The change of pristis to pistrix (lit. 'a female

baker') is due to folk etymology.

Pisum, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(hot.) — L. pisum, 'pea'. See pease and cp. Pisi-

dium.

pit, n., cavity. — ME. pyt, pit, put, fr. OE. pytt,

'pit, grave, pond', which—together with OS.

putti, ON. pyttr, Dn.put, OHG. p(S)uzza,p(f)uz-

zi (MHG., G. pfatze), 'pool, puddle', and It.

pozza, 'pool, puddle'—is borrowed fr. L.

puteus, 'well, pit'. OF. puiz (whence F. puits),

'well, hole', derives fr. Prankish *putti, which it-

self is a loan word fr. L. puteus. See puteal.

Derivatives: pit, tr. v., pitt-er, n., pitt-ing, n.

pita, n., the fiber of the century plant; agave. —
Sp., of Quechua origin.

pit-a-pat, adv., palpitatingly; n., the sound of

something going pit-a-pat; intr. v., to go pit-a-

pat- — Of imitative origin.

pitarrah, n., a basket or coffer used to carry the

clothes of a person traveling by palankin (India).

— Hind, pitdrd, petdrd, fr. OI. pitakah, 'basket',

fr. pitah, pitam, 'basket', which is rel. to Pali

pitaka-, petikd-, pettdlah, 'basket', peld, pelikd,

'a large basket", Singhalese pefawo, pettiyd, 'bas-

ket'; prob. of non-Aryan origin.

pitch, n., a resinous substance. — ME. pich, fr.

OE. pic, fr. L. pix, gen. picis, 'pitch', which is

cogn. with Gk. TciaCTa (for*Tciv.ia), Uth.pikis,

OSlav. piklii, 'pitch', fr. I.-E. base *pi-, 'sap,

juice', whence also L. pinus, 'pine', pituita,

'slime, phlegm, viscous moisture'. See fat, adj.,

and cp. pine, the tree, pituitary. Cp. also pay, 'to

coat with pitch", petechia, picamar, Picea, pitta-

cal, pizza.

Derivatives: pitch-y, adj., pitch-i-ness, n.

pitch, v., to set up; to throw. — ME. pichen,

picchen, prob. rel. to pick, 'to pierce', pike, 'a

sharp point' (qq.v.)

Derivatives : pitch, n., pilch-ed, adj., pitch-er, n.,

pitch-ing, n.

pitch, tr. v., to cover with pitch. — ME. pichen,

fr. OE. pician, fr. pic, 'pitch'. See pitch, n.

Derivative: pitch-er, n.

pitchblende, n. (mineral.) — Loan translation of

G. Pechblende. See pitch, 'resinous substance',

and blende,

pitcher, n. — ME. picher, fr. OF. pichier, fr. VL.

*piccdrium, a var. of bicdrium, fr. Gk. JBizoc,

'earthen wine vessel". See beaker.

Derivatives : pitcher-ed, pitcher-ful, adjs.

pitchfork, n. — Fr. earlier ;?icA:/o/-fc, a compound

of pick, 'a pointed instrument', and fork; influ-

enced in form by an association with pitch, 'to

throw'.

Derivative: pitchfork, tr. v.

pitchstone, n.— Loan translation ofG. Pechstein.

See pitch, 'resinous substance', and stone,

piteous, adj. — ME. pitous, fr. OF. pitos (F. pi-

teux), fr. \L. pietdsus, 'dutiful', fr. L.pietds. See

piety and -ous.

Derivatives : iJ/feou^j-fy, adv., piteous-ness, n.

pith, n.— MB. pithe, pith, fr. OE.pipa, 'pith', rel.

to MDu. pitte, Du. pit.

Derivatives: pith, tr. v., to kill by piercing the

spinal cord, pith-less, adj., pith-y, adj., pith-i-ly,

adv., pith-i-ness, n.

pithecanthrope, n. — See next word.

Pithecanthropus, n., a genus of extinct primates

(zooi:) — ModL., lit. 'monkey man', coined by

Dr. Eugene Dubois (1858-1941), physician of

the Dutch army in Java, fr. Gk. ni^T^v.oc, 'ape,

monkey', and avS-ptoTroi;, 'man'. For the first

element see pitheco- and cp. the second element

in Cercopithecus. For the second element see

anthropo-.

Derivative: pithecanthrop-ic, adj.

pitheco-, before a vowel pithec-, pertaining to an

ape or monkey. — Gk. 7ri&7]xo-, mS-vjx-, fr.

Tzi&yj-x.oi;, 'ape, monkey', which—like the re-

lated Triftoiv, 'little ape'—is of uncertain ety-

mology.

pithecoid, adj., resembling an ape. — Com-

pounded of Gk. TCtS-rjxo?, 'ape, monkey', and

-oslStjc, 'like', fr. eTSoq, 'form, shape'. See prec.

word and -old.

pithecology, n., the study ofapes.— Compounded

of pitheco- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyoq, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic').

Derivative: pilhecolog-ic-al, adj.

pithos, n., a large earthen winejar {Greek archeol.)

— Gk. Ttil>oG, which is dissimilated fr. *tf'\.&oc,

and is cogn. with L. fidelia, 'clay vessel' (orig.

'anything tied up together'), fiscus, 'woven bas-

ket, purse; treasury'. See fisc.

pitiable, adj. — ME. piteable, fr. OF. piteable (F.

pitoyable), fr. pite (F. pitie). See pity and -able.

Derivatives: pitiable-ness, n., pitiabl-y, adv.

piton, n., a peak. — F., 'peak of a mountain

;

eyebolt'. Cp. Sp. piton, 'protuberance, promi-

nence'.

pittacal, n., eupittonic acid (chem.)— G. Pittacal,

Pittakal, coined by the German natural philos-

opher and industrialist Baron Karl von Reichen-

bach (1788-1869) in 1835 fr. Gk. TiLT-ra, -J.anx,

'pitch', and xxXo?, 'beautiful'. The first element

is cogn. with L. pix, gen. picis, 'pitch' ; see pitch,

'resinous substance'. For the second element see

calo-, for the ending see adj. suff. -al.

pittance, n., a dole. — ME. pitance, fr. OF. pi-

tance, 'pity' (whence F. pitance, 'allowance of

food, pious dole'), formed, with change of

suffix, fr. OF. pitie (F. pitie). See piety, pity, and

-ance.

pittite, n., an auditor in the pit of a theater {col-

toq.)— Formed fr. pit with subst. suff". -ite.

pituitary, adj., 1) pertaining to or secreting mu-

cus; 2) of the pituitary gland. — L. pituttdrius.
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'pertaining to phlegm', fr. pituita, 'slime; vis-

cous moisture, phlegm', fr. I.-E. base *pi-, 'sap,

juice', whence also L. pinus, 'pine'. See pine, the

tree, and cp. Hypopitys. For the ending see

adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative : pituitary, n.

pituitous, adj., pituitary. — L. pituitosus, 'full of

phlegm, pituitous', fr. pituita. See prec. word

and -ous.

Derivative: pituitous-ness, n.

pity, n. — ME. pite, fr. OF. pite, pitet (F. pitie),

fr. L. pietdtem, ace. of pietds. See piety and cp.

piteous.

Derivatives: pity, tr. and intr. v., piti-ful, adj.,

piti-ful-ly, adv., piti-ful-ness, n., piti-less, adj.,

piti-less-ly, adv., piti-less-ness, n., pity-ing, adj.,

pity-ing-ly, adv.

pityriasis, n., a skin disease (med.) — Medical L.,

fr. Gk. TtiTupiaot;, 'scurf, dandruff', lit. 'bran-

like eruption of the skin', fr. TttTupov, 'bran',

which is cogn. with Mir. caith, 'dandruff'. For

the ending see suff. -iasis.

pill, adv., more (used in musical terms). — It., fr.

L. plus, 'more'. See plus.

Pius, masc. PN. — L. pius, 'dutiful, pious'. See

pious.

pivot, n., a point or pin, etc., on which something

turns. — F. pivot, of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: pivot-al, adj., pivot-al-ly, adv.,

pivot-er, n.

pivot, intr. v., to turn about on a pivot; tr. v., to

cause to pivot. — F. pivoter, fr. pivot. See pivot,

n.

pixie, n. — A var. of pyxie.

pixy, pixie, n., fairy, elf. — Fr. earlier pisky,

which is rel. to Swed. pysk, 'a little fairy"; of

uncertain origin.

pixy, n. — A var. of pyxie.

piyyut,also spelled piyut,n.,areligiouspoem added

to the liturgy of the Jewish festivals and spe-

cial Sabbaths. — Talmudic Heb. piyyut, 'poem,

hymn", in Medieval Heb. 'liturgic poem, liturgic

poetry", verbal noun ofpiyyet, 'he wrote poetry',

in Medieval Heb. 'he wrote liturgic poetry',

which is prob. a back formation fr. payyetdn,

'poet'. See payyetan.

pizza, also pizza pie, pie made of thinly rolled

bread dough. — It. pizza, prob. fr. VL. *picea

{placenta), lit. 'pitchlike cake", which seems to

be a loan translation of MGk. TriTTa, 'cake,

pie', fr. Gk. izii-zt, 'pitch'. VL. *picea is prop,

fern, of the L. adj. piceus, 'of pitch', fr. pix, gen.

picis, 'pitch'. See pitch, 'resinous substance'.

pizzicato, adv., adj. and n., direction to perform-

ers on stringed instruments to pluck the

strings with the fingers instead of with the bow
(music). — It., 'plucked, twitched', pp. of pizzi-

care, 'to pluck, twitch", fr. pizzare, 'to Sting,

prick", fr. pizzo, 'point, edge*, which is prob. of

imitative origin.

pizzle, n., penis of an animal, esp. of a bull. —
Cp. Du. pees, 'sinew, string, pizzle'.

placability, n.— L. placdbilitus, 'placable disposi-

tion', fr. pldcdbilis. See next word and -ity.

placable, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= V I) placable, fr.

L. pldcdbilis, 'easily appeased, placable', fr.

pldcdre, 'to appease'. See placate and -able.

Derivatives : placable-ness, n., placabl-y, adv.

placard, n. — ME. placquart, fr. OF. {— F.)

placard, fr. plaquier (F. plaquer), 'to lay on,

plaster', fr. MDu. placken, 'to patch (a garment),

to plaster', which is related to MHG. placke, G.

Placken, 'spot, patch'. See plack and cp. plaque.'

Derivatives
:
/j/flcarrf, tr. v.,placard-er, n.

placate, tr. v., to appease. — L. pldcdtits, pp. of

pldcdre, 'to appease', which is rel. io placere, 'to

plea&e,'
,
placidus, 'peaceful, quiet". See please and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: placat-er, n., placat-ing-ly, adv.,

placation {q.y.), placatory (q.v.)

placation, n. — L. pldcdtid, gen. -dnis, 'an ap-

peasing", fr. pldcdtus, pp. ofpldcdre. See placate

and -ion.

placatory, adj. — L. pldcdtdriiis, 'pertaining to

appeasing", fr. pldcdtus, pp. of pldcdre. See pla-

cate and adj. suff. -cry.

place, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. VL. *platrea

(whence also It. piazza, OProven?. plasa, Catal.

plassa, Sp. plaza. Port, pra(a), fr. L. platea,

'open space, street', fr. Gk. ~XxT:sXaL(oh6c,),

'street', lit. 'broad way', fern, of ->.aT'j?, 'flat,

wide, broad', which is cogn. with OX. prdthati,

'spreads out', prthuh, 'broad, wide, spacious',

A\cstic p^r^push, of s.m., Arm. lain, 'broad", L.

planta, 'sole of the foot', OSlav. plesno, of s.m.,

Lith. platus, 'broad', pletoti, 'to spread out",

plotyti, 'to fold', MDu. vlade, Du. via, vlade,

'cake", OHG. flado, 'offering cake", MHG.
vlade, 'flat cake, honeycomb". G. Fladen, 'flat

cake", Swed., Norw. flundra, MHG. vluoder,

G. Plunder, 'flounder', Olr. lethan, Co. ledan,

'broad'. All these words are derivatives of I.-E.

base *pldt-, *plet-, *plet-, *pldt-, 'spread out,

broad, flat'. Cp. piazza and plaza, which are

doublets of place. Cp. also flat, 'level', flat,

'floor', flawn, 'a kind of pie", flounder, 'a fish',

placer, placeta, plaice, plantain, 'plant of the

genus Plantago', plane, the tree, plant, plantar,

plat, 'piece of ground', plat, 'course of meal",

plateasm, plateau, plate, platinum, Platon, plat-

ter, platy-, plot, 'piece of ground", and the first

element in Plattdeutsch.

Derivatives : place, tr. v., place-ment, n., plac-er,

n.

placebo, n., 1) the opening word of the antiphon

in verspers for the dead (R.C.Ch.): 2) a medi-

cine given merely to please a patient.— ME., fr.

L. placebo, 'I shall please", 1st pers. sing. fut. of

placere, 'to please' (see please) ; so called from

placebo, the initial word in the text of the Vul-

gate, Ps. 114:9.

placenta, n., a vascular organ on the wall of the

uterus with which the embryo is connected by

the umbilical cord (anat.) — L., 'cake", fr. Gk.

TTAaxoEvxa, ace. of 7rXax6ei?, 'flat cake', which

is rel. to TrXiE, 'anything flat' (see plank); prob.

influenced in form by L. placere, 'to please'.

In its anatomical sense the word placenta was

first used by Realdo Colombo, Italian anato-

mist of the 16th century. Cp. the second element

in leucoplakia.

Derivatives: placent-al, adj., placent-ary, adj.,

placent-ate, SLd]., placent-ation, n.

Placentalia, n. pi., name of a division of mam-
mals {zool.) — ModL., neut. pi. of Late L. pla-

centdlis, fr. L. placenta. See prec. word.

placentitis, n., inflammation of the placenta

(med.) — Medical L., formed fr. placenta with

suff. -itis.

placer, n., one who places. — Formed fr. place

with agential suff. -er.

placer, n., a glacial deposit containing valuable

minerals, as gold and platinum. — Am. Sp.

placer, fr. Sp. plaza, 'place', fr. L. platea, 'street,

open space", fr. Gk. TrXocTeta. See place.

placet, n., a vote expressed by the word ^placet'.

— L. placet, 'it pleases', 3rd sing. pres. indicat.

of placere, 'to please'. See please and cp. words

there referred to.

placeta, n., a small garden by the side of a build-

ing — Sp., 'small square', dimin. of plaza,

'square", fr. L. platea, 'street, open space'. See

place.

placid, adj. — L. placidus, 'peaceful, placid,

gentle, quiei", fr. placere, 'to please". See please

and -id.

Derivatives: placid-ly, adv., placid-ness, n.

placidity, n.— L. placiditds, 'mildness, placidity",

fr. placidus. See prec. word and -ity.

plack, n., a small coin formerly current in Scot-

land. — Flemish placke, plecke, 'a small coin',

prop.'somethingflat". See plaque and cp. placard.

placket, n. ,
pocket in a woman's skirt ; a petticoat.

— Possibly a var. of placard.

placoid, adj. and n., platelike. — Compounded
of Gk. -Xd^. gen. -Xax6?, 'level surface, plate'

and -oelSt,;, "like", fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See

plank and -oid.

plafond, n. — F., 'ceiling', fr. MF. platfond, lit.

'flat bottom". F. plat derives fr. VL. *plattus,

fr. Gk. -AXTJ:, 'flat'; see platy-. F. fond comes

fr. L. fundus, 'bottom, basis' ; see fund and cp.

fond, 'foundation".

plagal, adj., having its keynote in the middle of

its compass (music). — ML. plagdlis, fr. plaga,

'plagal mode", back formation fr. plagius, 'pla-

gal', fr. MGk. -Xiyio?, 'plagal", fr. Gk. 7r>.a-

vLog, 'placed sideways, oblique, slanting", fr.

TiXiyo?, "side", fr. I.-E. *p(e)ldg-, 'flat, spread

out', whence also Gk. TT^Xayo?, 'the open sea',

L. plaga, 'a hunting net'. I.-E. *p{e)ldg- is an

enlargement of base *p(e)ld- whence L. planus,

'level, flat". See plain, adj., and adj. suff. -al and

cp. pelagic, Pelasgic, plagiary, plagio-. Cp. also

flake, 'a thin flat piece', flake, 'rack for storing

goods', fleck, fluke, 'flatfish'.

plagl-, form of plagio- before a vowel.

plagiary, n. — L. plagidrius, 'plunderer, oppres-

sor, kidnapper; a literary thief", fr. plagium,

'kidnapping', fi. plaga, 'a hunting-net". See prec.

word and -ary.

Derivatives: plagiar-ism, n., plagiar-ist, n.,

plagiar-ist-ic, adj., plagiar-ize, tr. and intr. v.,

plagiar-iz-ation, n., plagiar-iz-er, n.

plagio-, before a vowel plagi-, combining form

meaning 'oblique, slanting'. — Gk. TzXayio-,

TtXayi-, fr. TrXayioi;, 'oblique, slanting'. See

plagal.

plagioclase, n., triclinic feldspar (mineral.) — G.

Plagioclas, coined by the German mineralogist

Johann August Friedrich Breithaupt ( 1 79 1 - 1 873)

in 1847 fr. Gk. TtXdcyio?, 'oblique, slanting' (see

plagal-), and xXdai;, 'a breaking', fr. xXSv, 'to

break'. See clastic and cp. words there referred

to.

plagioclastic, adj. — Compounded of plagio- and

Gk. xXa<iT6?, verbal adj. of xXav, 'to break'.

See clastic and cp. prec. word.

plague, n. — ME. plage, fr. MF. plague, fr. L.

plaga, 'stroke, blow, wound, pestilence', fr. I.-E.

base *pldq-, *pldg-, 'to strike', whence also Gk.

7rXy]<TCT£tv, ^rXvj'i'viivixi, 'to strike',' 7tX7)yY), Dor.

TrXaya, 'stroke, blow', L. plangere, 'to strike,

to beat the breast', 'to lament loudly' (orig. 'to

lament while beating the breast'), OE. flocan, 'to

strike, beat", Goth., OS..^oA:an,'to bewail', OHG.
fluohhan, fluohhOn, MHG. vluochen, C fluclien,

OFris. floka, Du. vloeken, 'to curse' (orig. 'to

lament while beating the breast'). — According

to some philologists L. plaga is a loan word fr.

Dor. -Xaya. — It. piaga, F. plaie, 'wound,

sore, plague", Sp. plaga, 'plague, scourge, calam-

ity", llaga, 'wound, sore", Olr. plag (gen.

plaige), 'plague, pestilence", derive fr. L. plaga.

Cp. plain, 'to mourn", plaint, plangent, plankton,

plectrum, Plegadis, plessor, plexor, Aplectrum,

apoplexy, complain, monoplegia, dyplegia, para-

plegia, Symplegades. Cp. also flaw, 'gust of

wind'.

Derivatives: plague, tr. v., plagu-ed, adj., plagu-

er, n., plague-some, adj., plagu-y, adj.

plaice, n., a European edible flatfish. — ME.
plais, plaice, fr. OF. plaise, plaiz (F. plie), fr.

Late L. platessa, 'plaice, flatfish', which prob.

derives fr. Gk. TtXaT^J;, 'flat'. See place,

plaid, n. — Gael, plaid, 'blanket', prob. contract-

ed fr. peallaid, 'sheep skin', fr. peall, 'skin', fr.

L. pellis, 'skin, hide". See fell, 'hide", and cp.

pillion,

plain, adj., flat; clear, distinct. — ME., fr. OF.

(= F.) p/ai«, fr. L. planus, 'even, level, flat, clear,

distinct', fr. I.-E. base *p(e)ld-, 'broad, flat,

spread out", whence also Lith. plonas, 'thin",

Lett.p/d«j, 'flat, thin", OPruss. plonis, 'threshing

floor", Gk. TT^Xavo?, 'sacrificial cake'. Hitt.

palhi, 'broad'. Cp. plain, 'level country', plane,

'even, level", plane, the tree, plane, 'tool for

smoothing', piano, llano, esplanade, explain, ex-



planation; cp. also Pole. Cp. I.-E. base *pla-ro

[= -r-enlargement of base *p{e)ld-], which ap-

pears in Olr. Idr (gen. lair), 'ground, floor', OE.

flor, 'floor', MHG. vluor, G. Flur, 'meadow,

plain'; see floor. For a dental enlargement of

base *p(e)la- see field. Two other enlargements

of base *p(e)la- are *p{e)ldg- and *p(e)lag-. The

former appears in Gk. TrXdYO:;, 'side', TiXiytoi;,

'placed sideways, oblique, slanting', TreXayo?,

'the open sea' ; cp. flake, 'a thin flat piece', flake,

'rack for storing goods', flask, 'plate of the trail

of a gun carriage', flaw, 'crack', flay, fleck. For

derivatives of base *p{e)ldq- see please.

plain, n., level country. — ME. plein, playn, fr.

OF. plain, fr. L. planum, 'level ground, plain',

prop, neut. of the adj. planus, 'level, flat', used

as a noun. See plain, adj. F. plaine, 'level coun-

try, plain', is formed fr. the fern, of the adj.

plain, 'even, level' (fr. L. planus).

plain, intr. v., to complain, lament. — ME.
pleinen, playnen, fr. OF. (= F.) plaindre, 'to

mourn', fr. L. plangere, 'to strike, to beat the

breast', 'to lament loudly' (orig. 'to lament while

beating the breast'). See plague and cp. esp.

plaint. Cp. also plangorous.

plain chant, plain song. — F. See plain song.

plain song, ancient system of church music. •

—

Loan translation of F. plain chant, 'plain song',

compounded oi plain, 'even', and chant, 'song'.

See plain, adj., and chant, n., and cp. plain

chant.

plaint, n. — ME., fr. OF. plaint, fr. L. planctus,

'lamentation', fr. planctus, pp. of plangere, 'to

strike, to beat the breast; to lament loudly'.

See plain, 'to complain'.

plaintiff, n. — ME. plaintif, fr. OF. (= F.) plain-

tif, n., fr. plaintif, adj., 'complaining'. See next

word.

plaintive, adj.— ME. plaintif, fr. OF. plaintif(fem.

plaintive), 'complaining', fr. ptainte, 'complaint',

fr. plaint, 'complaint, lamentation'. See plaint

and -ive.

Derivatives :/'/fl/n(ive-/>', adv., plaintive-ness,n.

plait, n. — ME. pleyt, playt, fr. OF. ploit, 'fold',

fr. earlier /7/e(7, fr. VL. *plictum, fr. L. plicitum,

neut. pp. ofplicdre, 'to fold'. See ply, 'to bend',

and words there referred to and cp. esp. plat,

'braid', and pleat and plight, 'condition', which

are doublets of plait.

Derivatives: plait, tr. v., plait-ed, adj., plait-er,

n., plait-ing, n.

plan, n. — F., 'sketch of a district; scheme, pro-

ject, design', which is prob. a blend of plan,

'plane' (fr. L. pldnum, 'level ground'), and
earlier F. plant, 'the act of planting', whence

'something planted', which is a back formation

fr. planter, 'to plant'. See plane, 'flat surface',

and plant, n.

Derivatives : /j/a«, adj., tr. and intr. v., plan-less,

adj., plan-less-ly, adv., plan-less-ness, n., plann-

ed, adj., plann-er, n., plann-ing, n.

planar, adj., pertaining to a plane or flat. — Late

L. plandris, 'level, flat', fr. L. pldnus, 'even,

level, flat'. See plain, adj., and adj. suff. -ar.

planarian, n., any of the flat, wormlike animals

of the class Turbellaria (zool.)— Late L. pldnd-

rius, 'level, flat', fr. plandris, of s.m., fr. L. pld-

nus, 'even, level, flat'. See plain, 'flat', and -arian.

planch, also planche, n., a plank floor — (dial.

E.) — ME. plaunche, fr. OF. (= F.) planche,

'plank', fr. L. planca, 'board, slab, plank'. See

plank.

planchet, n., a metal disk out of which a coin is

made. — F. planchette. See next word.

planchette, n., a small board. — F., dimin. of

planche. See planch and -ette.

plancier, n., the underside of a cornice. — OF.
planchier, plancher, 'planking" [whence F.

plancher, '(boarded) floor'], fr. planche, 'board,

plank'. See plank and cp. planch.

plane, n., plane tree. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.)

plane, fr. L. platanus, fr. Gk. TrXaTavo;, 'plane

tree', prop, 'tree with large leaves', fr. tika-viiq,

'wide, broad'. See place and cp. platan, Platanus.

plane, tr. v., to make smooth. — ME. planen, fr.

OF. (= F.), planen, 'to make smooth, make
even', fr. Late l^.pldndre, 'to level, make flat', fr.

L. pldnus, 'even, level, flat'. See plain, adj.

plane, n., tool for smoothing. — ME., fr. MF.
(= F.) plane, refashioned afterplaner, 'to plane',

fr. OF. plaine, 'plane', fr. Late L. plana, of s.m.,

back formation fr. pldndre, 'to level, make flat'.

See plane, 'to make smooth".

Derivative: plane, tr. v., to make smooth with

or as with a plane; intr. v., to work with a plane;

plan-er, n.

plane, n., a flat surface. — L. pldnum, 'level

ground', prop. neut. of the adj. pldnus, 'even,

level, flat'. See plain, adj., and cp. plane, 'air-

plane'.

plane, adj., flat, level. — L. pldnus, 'even, level,

flat'. See plain, adj.

plane, n., airplane. — Short for airplane. Cp.

monoplane, biplane, triplane, emplane, gyro-

plane, hydroplane.

Derivative: plane, intr. v.

planet, n. — ME. planete, fr. OF. planete (F.

planete), fr. Late L. planeta, fr. Gk. T:XavriT7;i;,

'wandering; wanderer' [in the pi. (dtCTTepsc ) Tz'f.y.-

v^xai, 'wandering stars'], a collateral form of

lOA-JT^c., 'wanderer, roamer", fr. ->.3tva(T-9^ai, 'to

wander', pass, of TrXavav, 'to lead astray", fr.

TtXavTj, 'wandering, roaming', which is of un-

certain etymology.

Derivatives : planet-al, adj
. ,

planet-ed, adj

.

planetarium, n., an orrery. — ModL. plane-

tdrium, prop. neut. of Late L. planetdrius,

'pertaining to planets", used as a noun. See

next word and 1st -ium.

Derivatives: planetar-ian, adj., planetary (q.\.)

planetary, adj. and n.— Late L. planetdrius, 'per-

taining to planets', fr. planeta. See planet and
adj. sufi". -ary and cp. prec. word.

planetesimal, adj., pertaining to the small plane-

rs

tary bodies of space. — Short for planet infini-

tesimal. See planet and infinitesimal.

Derivative : planetesimal, n.

planetoid, n., an asteroid. — Lit. 'resembling a

planet', formed fr. planet and Gk. -osiSyjc, 'like',

fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See -old.

Derivative: planetoid-al, adj.

plangency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

plangent, adj., beating with a loud soimd (said

esp. of waves).— L. plangens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of plangere, 'to strike, beat'. See plain, 'to

complain', and -ent.

Derivative: plangent-ly, adv.

plangorous, adj., lamenting. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. plangor, 'lamentation', fr. plangere,

'to strike, to beat the breast; to lament loudly'.

See plain, 'to complain'.

plani-, combining form meaning 'level, plane'. —
L. pldni-, fr. pldnus, 'even, level, flat'. See plain,

adj., and cp. plain, n.

planiform, adj., having the form nearly flat

(anat.) — Compounded of plani- and L. forma,

'form, shape'. See form, n.

planimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

area of a plane surface. — F. planimetre. See

plani- and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

planimetry, n., the measurement of plane sur-

faces. — ML. pldnimetrla, fr. L. pldnus, 'even,

level, flat', and -metria, '-metry'. See plain, adj.,

and -metry.

Derivatives : planimetr-ic, planimetr-ic-al, adjs.

planish, tr. v., to polish. — Fr. obsol. F. planiss-,

pres. part, stem ofplanir (F. aplanir), 'to flatten,

smooth, planish', fr. plan, 'even, level, flat', fr.

L. pldnus. See plain, adj., and verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: planish-er, n., planish-ing, n.

plank, n. — ME. planke, fr. ONF. planque [cor-

responding to OF.(= F.)planche], fr. h. planca,

'board, slab, plank', which is rel. to phalanga,

'pole to carry burdens', fr. Gk. cpaXaYyT), of

s.m., which is rel. to 9aXaY^, gsn. 9dXaYroq,

trunk, log'. See phalanx and cp. planch, planchet,

plancier.

Derivatives :;)/a«A:, tr. \.,plank-er, n.,plank-ing,

n.

plank-sheer, n., also plane-sheer. — Folk etymol-

ogy for ohso]ete plancher, fr. F. plancher, 'floor'.

See plancier.

plankton, n., collective name for plant and animal

organisms floating on the surface of seas. —
Coined by the German physiologist Viktor

Hensen (1835-1924) fr. Gk. iiXa-^.Tov, neut. of

TrXayxTdi;, 'wandering', verbal adj. of TU.i'C.oi,

'I go astray, wander", which stands for 'TrXiy-

yito, and is rel. to TtXTjyr,, 'stroke', TrXTjaaco, 'I

strike', and cogn. with L. plangere, 'to strike, to

beat the breast'. See plague and cp. words there

referred to.

piano-, combining form meaning 'level, flat,

plane'.— L. piano-, fr. pldnus, 'even, level, flat'.

See plane, adj.

piano-, combining form meaning 'wandering,

roaming". — Gk. TtXavo-, fr. TtXavaaftai, 'to

wander'. See planet.

planoblast, n. , themedusa form of a hydroid (zool.)

— Compounded of piano- and Gk. pXac!T6?,

'bud, sprout, shoot'. See -blast.

Derivative: planoblast-ic, adj.

planoconcave, adj., plane on one side and con-

cave on the other. — Compounded of piano-,

'flat', and concave.

planoconvex, adj., plane on one side and convex

on the other.— Compounded of piano-, 'plane',

and convex.

planometer, n., a device for gauging a plane sur-

face. — A hybrid coined fr. piano-, 'plane', and

Gk. ixsTpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

plant, n. — ME. plante, fr. OE. plante, fr. L.

planta, 'sprout, shoot, twig' (whence also It.

pianta, Sp. planta, F. plante, G. Pflanze, Jr.

eland, W. plant), which is prob. a back forma-

tion fr. L. *plantdre, 'to tread down with the

sole', whence 'to level the ground for sowing',

a denominative formed fr. planta, 'sole of the

foot'. See place and cp. plantar. Cp. also clan.

Derivatives: plant, v. (q.v.), plant-ling, n.

plant, tr. v. — ME. planten, fr. OE. plantian, fr.

L. plantdre, 'to plant', fr. planta. See prec. word

and cp. implant, transplant.

Derivatives: plant-able, adj., plantation (q.v.),

plant-ing, n. and adj.

Plantaginaceae, n. pi., the plantain family {bot.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. L. plan-

tdgo, gen. -inis. See Plantago.

plantaginaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Plantago, n., a genus of plants, the plantain (bot.)

— L. plantdgd, 'plantain'. See plantain, 'plant of

the genus Plantago'.

plantain, n., any plant of the genus Plantago. —
ME. plantaine, fr. OF. plantaine, plantain, plan-

tein, fr. L. plantdginem, ace. of plantdgd, 'plan-

tain', fr. planta, 'sole of the foot' (see place) ; so

called in allusion to its flat leaves.

plantain, n., a species of banana. — Sp. pldtano,

pldntano, a blend of Caribbean palatana, 'ba-

nana', and Sp. pldtano, 'plane tree' (see plane,

the tree). The English form of this word shows

the influence of prec. word.

plantar, adj., pertaining to the sole of the foot.—
L. plantdris, fr. planta, 'sole of the foot', which

is cogn. with Gk. TiXxT'k, 'flat, wide, broad'.

See place and adj. suff. -ar and cp. supplant.

plantation, n. — L. plantdtid, gen. -onis, fr. plan-

tdtus, pp. of plantdre, 'to plant". See plant, v.,

and -ation.

plantigrade, adj., walking on the whole sole ; n., a

plantigrade animal. — F., compounded of L.

planta, 'sole of the foot', and the stem of gradl,

'to walk'. See plantar and grade.

plantlet, n., a little plant. — Dimin, formed fr.

plant, n., with suif. -let.



pianiocracy

plantocracy, n., rule of planters in W. Indies

(hist.) — A hybrid coined fr. L. planta, 'plant',

and Gk. -KpaTta, 'rule', fr. xparo?, 'strength,

power, rule'. See plant, n., and -cracy.

planula, n., the free-moving larva of coelenter-

ates (zool.)— ModL., dimin. formed fr. l^. pla-

nus, 'flat'. See plain, 'level', and -ule.

Derivatives : planul-ar, planul-ale, adjs.

plaque, n., an ornamental plate or tablet. — F.,

fr. MDu. placke, 'small coin', which is related

to MHG. placke, G. Placken, 'spot, patch'. Cp.

placard, plack.

plaquette, n., a small plaque. — F., dirain. of

plaque. See prec. word and -ette.

plash, tr. v., to bend and interweave branches,

etc. — ME. plashen, fr. OF. plaissier, pleissier,

fr. VL. *plectiare, fr. I., plectere, 'to plaid, braid,

intertwine', which is cogn. with Gk. ttXexsiv, 'to

plait', -nXoyd], 'network'. See ply, 'to bend', and

words there referred to and cp. esp. pleach,

which is a doublet ofplash.

plash, n., a shallow pool. — ME. plasche, fr. OE.

plxsc, rel. to MDu. plasch, Du. plas, 'pool,

puddle'; prob. of imitative origin.

Derivative: plash-y, adj.

plash, tr. and intr. v., to splash. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. Du. plassen, G. platschen and E.

splash.

Derivatives: /j/fljA, n. and adv., plash-y, adj.

-plasia, -plasis, -plasy, combining form meaning

'formation'. — ModL. -plasia, -plasis, fr. Gk.
TzXiaic, 'molding, formation', fr. TuXatjcrEiv, 'to

mold, form'. See plasma.

plasm, n., plasma. — See plasma.

plasm-, form of plasmo- before a vowel.

-plasm, combining form meaning 'something

molded", as in bioplasm, cytoplasm. — Gk.
-7T>,a<T|X5(. fr. —Aaapia, 'something molded'.

See next word.

plasma, also plasm, n., 1) the liquid part of blood;

2) the protoplasm. — Late L., fr. Gk. TrXaaixx,

'something molded', fr. TiXaacretv, 'to mold,

form, model". Cp. -XaOavov, 'mold in which

bread or cakes are baked', and the second ele-

ment in y.opoTtXa&o;. 'modeller of small fig-

ures'. Cp. also plasson, plaster, plastic, plastid,

plastron.

Derivatives : plasm-atic, plasm-ic, adjs.

plasmo-, before a \owel plasm-, combining form

denoting 1) plasma; 2) the protoplasm; 3) the

cytoplasm.— Fr. Gk. 7T>,iau,a, 'something mold-

ed". See prec. word.

Plasmodium, n., mass of protoplasm formed

through the fusion of a number of one-celled

organisms. — ModL., compounded of plasma

and Gk. -<jS7;c, 'like'. See -ode, 'like'.

plasmolysis, n., contraction of the protoplasm

owing to the withdrawal of water by exosmosis.

— ModL., compounded of plasmo- and Gk.
5.'Joi,;, 'a loosing, setting free'. See -lysis.

plasmolytic, adj., pertaining to plasmolysis. —
See prec. word and -lytic.

plasmolyze, tr. v., to subject to plasmolysis; intr.

v., to undergo plasmolysis. — Formed fr. plas-

molysis with sufF. -ize.

plasmosome, n., a nucleolus in the nucleus of a

cell {biol.) — Compounded of plasmo- and Gk.
dtifia, 'body'. See soma, 'body'.

plasson, n., the protoplasm of primitive orga-

nisms {biol.)— Coined by the German biologist

Ernst Heinrich Haeckel (1834-1919) fr. Gk.
irXdcCTCTov, 'that which molds or forms', neut.

pres. part, of TiXiacfsiv. See plasma.

-plast, combining form denoting 'something

made', as in bioplast, protoplast. — Gk. -TiXa-

(TTOi;, fr. TrXatJToi;, 'molded, formed', verbal adj.

of TrXacTCTEiv, See plasma.

plastein, n,, any of proteins formed under the in-

fluence of pepsin during digestion (jbiochem.) —
Formed with suflf. -in fr. Gk. TiXaaToi;, 'molded,

formed', verbal adj. of TtXacCTsiv; see plasma.

For the sufl". cp. casein.

plaster, n. — ME., fr. OE., fr. L. emplastrum, fr.

Gk. S[i7tXotcrTpov, 'plaster, salve', a word used

by Galen instead of the more usual £|ji,7rXaaTov,

fr. IjjtKXacjTdi;, -7), -ov, 'daubed on or over',

verbal adj. of l[jt7TXdt(7a£i.v, 'to plaster up, stuff"

in, form in', fr. ejj.-, ev-, 'in' (see 2nd en-) and
nXdtaaEiv, 'to mold, form'. See plasma and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also It. empiastro,

F. empldtre, 'plaster', and see piaster.

Derivatives: plaster, v. (q.v.), plaster-y, adj.,

plaster-i-ness, n.

plaster, tr. v. — ME. plasteren, partly fr. plaster,

partly fr. plastrir (F. pldtrer), 'to plaster', fr.

OF. piastre (F. pldtre), 'plaster". See plaster, n.

Derivatives: plaster-er, plaster-ing, n.'s.

plaster of Paris. — So called because originally

obtained from large deposits in Montmartre, a

suburb of Paris.

plastic, adj. — L. plasticus, fr. Gk. TrXaciTixoc, 'of

molding, of forming", fr. 7:XaCTT6c, 'molded,

formed", verbal adj. of TrXiffcsiv. See plasma

and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: plastic, n., plastic-al-ly, adv., plas-

tic-ism, n., plastic-ity, n., plastic-ize, tr. v., plas-

tic-iz-ation, n.,plastic-iz-er, n.

plastid, n., a cell (hiol.)— Coined by the German
biologist Ernst Heinrich Haeckel (1834-1919) fr.

Gk. -Xaaxo?, 'molded, formed', verbal adj. of

TrXaciCTEiv (see plasma), and sufi". -id, fr. Gk.

dimin. suff. -iSiov.

plastometer, n., an instrument for measuring

plasticity. — Compounded of Gk. -nXaCTToc,

'molded, formed', verbal adj. of -XaaaEiv, and

[j.lTpov, 'measure'. See plasma and meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm'.

plastron, n., a breastplate. — MF. (= F.),

'breastplate', fr. It.piastrone, augment, ofpiastra,

'breastplate', fr. impiastro, 'plaster' fr. L. em-

plastrum. See plaster and -oon.

-plasty, combining form denoting: 1) the act or

process of forming, as in dermatoplasty; 2) plas-

tic surgery applied to a specified part ofthe body,

m
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as in labioplasty. — Gk. -TtXaaxia, fr. TtXaoTo;,

'molded, formed', verbal adj. of TcXaCTCTeiv. See

plasma.

plat, n., piece of ground. — Fr. obsol. plat, 'a flat

surface', fr. ME. plat, platte, 'a flat thing, a flat

surface', fr. the adj. plat, 'flat', fr. OF. plat, of

s.m., which derives fr. VL. *plattus, fr. Gk.

•reXaxu?, 'flat, wide, broad'. See place and cp.

plot, 'piece of ground', which is a var. ofplat.

plat, n., one of several courses at a meal. — F.

plat, 'dish, course at a meal', prop, the adj. plat,

'flat', used as a noun. See prec. word.

plat, tr. v., to interweave.— A var. of plait.

plat-, combining form. — See platy-.

Plataleidae, n. pi., the family of spoonbills

(ornithol.) — ModL., formed with suff". -idae

fr. L. platalea, 'spoonbill', fr. Gk. *7tXo(.TaX£a,

fr. TrXaTii;, 'broad' (see place); so called in

allusion to the shape of the bill.

plataleine, adj. — See prec. word and adj. suff.

-ine.

platan, platane, n., the plane tree. — L. platanus.

See plane, the tree.

Platanaceae, n. pi., the plane tree family (feof.)—
ModL., formed from next word with suff.

-aceae.

Platanus, n., a genus of trees, the plane tree (hot.)

— L. platanus, 'the plane tree'. See plane, the

tree, and cp. platan.

platband, n. (archit.) — F. plate-bande, lit. 'a flat

band', fem. of plat, 'flat', and bande, 'a band'.

See plat, 'piece of ground', and band, 'a tie'.

plate, n., thin sheet of metal, etc. — ME. plate,

fr. OF. /i/fl?e, 'sheet of metal', prop. fem. of plat,

'flat, even', used as a noun, fr.VL. *plattus, fr. Gk.

-Xaxii;, 'flat, wide, broad'. See place and cp.

plat, 'piece of ground', plat, 'course at a meal'.

Cp. also the second element in vamplate.

Derivatives : ;)/a/f?, tr. v.,plat-ed,plale-ful. adjs.,

ptat-er, n., plat-ing, n.

plateasm, n., also plateiasm, broad, Doric pro-

nunciation.— Gk.TiXaTEtaafio?, fr.7tXaTEta!^etv,

'to pronounce broadly (like the Dorians)', fr.

nXocTuc, fem. TrXaTcTa, 'broad'. See place and cp.

platy-.

plateau, n., a tableland. — MF. (= F.), 'table-

land', fr. OF. plat, 'flat surface', fr. the adj. plat,

'flat'. See plat, 'piece of ground'.

platelet, n., a small platelike body. — Formed fr.

plate with dimin. suff". -let.

platen, n., also platten, flat plate pressing paper

against the inked type (print). — MF. plateine,

fr. platine, 'a flat plate', fr. plat, 'flat'. See plat,

'piece of ground', and cp. plate.

plateresque, adj., in the decorative style of Span-

ish Renaissance architecture. — Sp. plateresco,

lit. 'resembling the work of silversmiths', fr.

platero, 'silversmith', fr. plata, 'silver'. See plat-

inum and -esque.

platform, n. — MF. (= F.) plate-forme, lit. 'flat

form'. See plate, 'piece of ground', and form,

n., and cp. platband.
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DeiivatiYes. platform, tr. and intr. v., platform-

al-ly, adv., platform-er, n., platform-ist, n.,

platform-ist-ic, adj.

platin-, form of platino- before a vowel.

platina, n., crude native platinum (chem.) — Sp.

or ModL. See platinum.

platini-, combining form meaning 'platinum;

platinic'. — Fr. ModL. platinum. See platinum.

platiniferous, adj., containing platinum. — Com-
pounded of platini- and the stem of h.ferre, 'to

bear, carry'. See -ferous.

platino-, before a vowel platin-, combining form

meaning 'platinum, platinous'. — See platinum.

platinoid, adj., like platinum. — Formed fr.

platin- and Gk. -oeiSt)?, 'like', fr. sISoi;, 'form,

shape'. See -old.

platinum, n. — ModL., fr. earlier platina, fr. Sp.

platina inplatina del Pinto, i.e. 'little silver of the

River Pinto'; so called because of its silver-

white color and because it was first found near

the River Pinto. Sp. plata comes either fr.

OProvenc. plata or fr. OF. plate, which mean
'sheet of metal', and ult. derive fr. Gk. TtXaxuc,

'flat, wide, broad'. See plate and cp. platina. Cp.

also plateresque.

Derivatives : platinum, platin-ic, adjs., platin-ize,

tr. v., platin-iz-ation, n., platin-ous, adj.

platitude, n., dullness, commonplaceness. — F.,

formed on analogy of latitude fr. plat, 'flat'. See

plat, 'course of meal', and -tude.

Derivatives: platitudin-arian, n., platitudin-ari-

an-ism, n., platitudin-ism, n., platitudin-ist,

n., platitudin-ize, intr. \., platitudin-iz-ation, n.,

platitudin-iz-er, n.

Platonic, adj., pertaining to Plato or Platonism.

— L. Platonicus, fr. Gk. IIXaTwvwoi:. 'of

Plato', fr. nXaxcov, 'Plato', the celebrated

Greek philosopher (4277-347 B.C.E). His origi-

nal name was Aristocles. (nXi-rtov prop, means

'broad-shouldered'. It derives fr. irXa-ri?,

'broad'; see platy-.This name was given to him in

allusion to his broad shoulders.) For the ending

see adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: Platonic-al-ly, adv.

Platonism, n. — ModL. platonismus. See prec.

word and -ism.

Platonist, n. — ML. platonista. See Platonic and

-ist.

Platonize, intr. v., to follow the teachings of

Plato; tr. v., to render Platonic.— F. platoniser,

fr. Gk. nXaxuviJ^Eiv, 'to imitate Plato", fr.

nXaTov. See Plato and -ize.

Derivatives: Platoniz-ation, n., Platoniz-er, n.

platoon, n., 1) a small body of soldiers; 2) a

company of men. — F. peloton, 'ball, clew,

group of people, group of soldiers", dimin. of

pelote, 'ball, clew'. See pellet and -oon.

Plattdeutsch, n., Low German spoken in North

Germany. — G., fr. Du. platduits, lit. 'flat (or

low) German", fr. plat, 'fiat, plain, clear' (fr.

OF. plat), and duits, 'German'. See plat, 'piece

of ground', and Dutch.
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platter, n., a flat plate. — ME. plater, fr. AF.
plater, fr. OF. (= ¥.)plat, 'dish', fr. plat, 'flat'.

See plate.

plattnerite, n., lead dioxide {mineral.)— G.Platt-

nerit, named after the German mineralogist

Karl Friedrich Plattner, who analyzed it. For

the ending see subst. suff'. -ite.

platy-, also plat-,combining form meaning'broad,

wide, flat'. — Gk. TtXaru-, fr. likoLvhc,. See

place and words there referred to and cp. esp.

plat, 'piece of ground', plat, 'course of meal',

plate, platinum, plane, the tree, plant, plan-

tar.

Platyhelminthes, n. pi., a genus of worms, the

flatworm (zool.) — Lit. 'flat worms', fr. platy-

and Gk. eXj^iiv?, gen. eX|jII,v^o?, 'worm'. See

helminth.

platypus, n., the duckbill. — Lit. 'flatfooted', fr.

platy- and Gk. 7to)j(;, gen. TtoSo;, 'foot'. See

-pod.

platyrrhine, adj., having a broad nose. — Com-
pounded of platy- and Gk. pf?, gen. ptv6i;,

'nose'. See rhino-.

platysma, n., a broad muscle on each side of the

neck (anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. TtXaTuajxa,

'a flat object; widening, dilation', fr. TiXa-c-ui;,

'flat, wide, broad'; see platy- and -ma. In its

anatomical sense the word platysma was intro-

duced by Oribasius, physician of Emperor
Julian.

plaudit, n., applause.— Fr. L.plaudite, imper. pi.

of plaudere, 'to clap, strike, beat, to clap the

hands', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. plaus-

ible, applaud, explode. Cp. also Apluda.

plausible, adj .—L. plausihilis, 'worthy ofapplause,

praiseworthy", fr. plausus, pp. of plaudere.

See plaudit.

Derivatives: plausibil-ity, n., plausible-ness, n.,

plausibl-y, adv.

plausive, adj., applauding. — Formed with suff.

-ive fr. L. plausus, pp. ofplaudere. See plaudit.

Plautine, adj., pertaining to, or in the style of, the

Roman comic poet Titus Maccius Plautus (254 ?-

184 B.C.E.) — L. Plautinus, fr. Plautus. For the

ending see suff". -ine (representing L. -inus).

Plautus, n., a genus of birds, the great auk (or-

nitliol.) — ModL., fr. L. plautus, 'flat, broad,

flat-footed', which is of uncertain origin.

play, intr. v. — ME. pleien, fr. OE. plegian, ple-

gan, 'to exercise, busy oneself, play, applaud'

(whence prob. OE. plega, 'exercise, play, ap-

plause"), prob. rel. to MDu. pleyen, ptayen, 'to

rejoice, be glad', and perh. also to OE. pleoh,

'danger, risk', pleon (for *plehan), 'to expose to

danger, risk', and to MDu. pleghen, Du. plegen,

'to care for, be accustomed to', OHG. pflegan,

MHG., G. pflegen, of s.m. See plight and cp.

pledge.

Derivatives : play-able, adj., play-ed, ^ii}., player

(q.v.), play-ing, adj., play-ing-ly, adv., play-

some, adj., play-some-ly, adv., play-some-ness,

n.
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play, n. — ME. plei, fr. OE. plega, 'exercise,

play, applause'. See play, v.

Derivatives: play-ful, adj., play-ful-ly, adv.,

play-ful-ness, n.

player, n. —-ME. pleyer, fr. OE. plegere, fr. plegi-

an, plegan, 'to amuse oneself, play'. See play, v.,

and agential sufi". -er.

playlet, n., a short play. — Dimin. formed fr.

play, n., with suff. -let.

plaza, n., a public square in a Spanish or Spa-

nish-American town. — Sp. plaza, fr. VL.

*plattea, fr. L. platea, 'broad street'. See place

and cp. piazza.

plea, n. — ME. plaid, plait, plai, fr. OF. plaid,

plait, fr. ML. placitum, 'lawsuit', fr. L.placitum,

'opinion, determination', lit. 'that which is

agreeable', prop. neut. pp. of placere, 'to

please', used as a noun. See please and cp. words

there referred to.

pleach, tr. v., to bend and interweave (branches),

etc. — ME. plechen, fr. dial. OF. *plechier, cor-

responding to OF. plessier, pleissier. See plash,

'to intertwine'.

Derivatives
:
/(/eac/i-erf, a.di.,pleach-er, n.

plead, intr. and tr. v. — ME. plaiden, fr. OF.

plaidier (F. plaider), fr. plaid, 'plea'. See plea.

Derivatives: pleader (q.v.), plead-ing, n. and

adj., plead-ing-ly, adv., plead-ing-ness, n.

pleadable, adj.— ME. pledable, fr. OF. plaidable,

fr. plaidier. See plead and -able.

pleader, n. — ME. pleder, a var. oi playdour, fr.

OF. plaideor (F. plaideur), fr. plaidier (F. plai-

der). See plead and agential suff". -er.

pleasance, n. — OF. plaisance, fr. plaisant. See

next word and -ce.

pleasant, adj. — ME. plesaunt, fr. OF. plaisant,

pres. part, of plaisir, 'to please'. See please and

-ant.

Derivatives: pleasant-ly, adv., pleasant-ness, n.

pleasantry, n. — F. plaisanterie, fr. plaisant. See

prec. word and -ry.

please, intr. and tr. v. — ME. plaisen, plesen, fr.

OF. plaisir (F. plaire, "to please', is due to the

analogy offaire, 'to make, do'), fr. L. placere,

'to please', which is rel. to placare, 'to soothe,

pacify", orig. 'to be smooth', resp. 'to make
smooth", fr. L-E. base *p(e)ldq-, 'to smooth,

make even", whence also Gk. TiXi^, gen. -Xa-

y.oc, 'level, surface', "Xay-oeiq, 'flat' (whence L.

placenta, 'cake'), Lett, plakt, 'to become flat',

plakans, 'flat',Toch. B/j/aA;/, 'consent, agreement',

ON. flaga, 'layer of earth', Norw. flag, 'open

sea", OE. floh, 'fragment, piece of stone", OHG.
fluoh, MHG. vluo, fluh, 'cliff"'. See plain, adj.,

and cp. complacent, displacency, displease, pla-

cate, placebo, placet, placid, plank, plea, plead,

supplicate.

Derivatives: pleas-ed, adj., pleas-ed-ly, adv.,

pleas-ed-ness, n., pleas-er, n., pleas-ing, n. and

adj., pleas-ing-ly, adv., pleas-ing-ness, n.

pleasure, n. — ME. plesir, plaisir, fr. OF. (= F.)

plaisir, inf. used as a noun, fr. L. placere, 'to
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please'. For the subst. use of the inf. and for the

change of the F. suff. -ir to E. -ure, cp. leisure.

See please and -ure and cp. displeasure.

Derivatives: pleasure, tr. and intr. v., pleasure-

ful, adj., pleasur-er, a., pleasur-ing, n.

pleat, n., a fold. — A var. of plait. Cp. plight,

'condition'.

Derivatives: pleat, tr. v., pleat-er, n.

pleb, n., 1) a plebeian; 2) a plebe. — Abbrevia-

tion of plebeian,

plebe, n., a member of the lowest class in the

military academies at West Point and Anna-

polis. — F. plebe, 'the plebs, the common
people', fr. L. plebem, ace. ofplebs. See plebeian,

plebeian, adj., of the common people.— Formed

with suff". -an fr. L. plebeius, 'belonging to the

common people', fr. plebes, plebs, gen. plebis,

'the common people', which prob. derives fr.

I.-E. base *ple-, 'to be full', whence also Gk.

TtX'^ftoi;, 'people, multitude, great number', TtXr]-

pr,?, 'full', L. plenus, 'full', pleo, plere, 'to fill'.

See full, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also next word.

plebiscite, n., direct vote of the people. — F. ple-

biscite, fr. L. pleblscltum, for plebis scitum, lit.

'the people's decree', fr. plebis, gen. of plebs,

'people' and scitum, 'decree', prop. neut. pp. of

sclscere, 'to seek to know, to decree', inchoative

of scio, scire, 'to know'. See plebeian and science.

Derivatives: plebiscit-ary, adj., plebiscit-ari-an,

adj., plebiscit-ar-ism, n., plebiscit-ic, adj.

plebs, n., the common people. — L. plebs. See

plebeian and cp. plebe.

Plecoptera, n. pi., an order of insects (entomol.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. tiXexeiv, 'to

plait, twine, twist', and -TEpov, 'wing'. See

plecto- and ptero-.

Derivatives: plecopter-an, n., plecopter-id, adj.

and n., plecopter-ous, adj.

Plecotus, n., a genus of mammals, the long-eared

bat {zool.)— ModL., compounded of Gk. 7:X^-

KEiv, 'to plait, twine, twist', and O'j?, gen. a)T6<:,

'ear'. See plecto- and oto-.

Derivative: plecot-ine, adj.

plecto-, combining form meaning 'twisted", as in

Plectognathi. — Fr. Gk. TrXsKTOi;, 'twisted',

verbal adj. of ttX^xeiv, 'to plait, twine, twist',

related to TtXoxr;, 'network', 7iX6xo?, 'tress', and

cogn. with L.plectere, 'to plait', p/ica/-e, 'to fold'.

See ply, 'to bend' and cp. words there referred

to.

Plectognathi, n. pi., an order of teleost fishes

{ichthyol.) — ModL., compounded of plecto-

and Gk. -.-vdc&o;, 'jaw'. See gnatho-.

plectrum, n., a small piece of metal, bone, etc.,

used for plucking the strings of a guitar, man-

dolin, zither, etc. — L. plectrum, fr. Gk. TtX^x-

Tpov, 'an instrument to strike with, instrument

for striking the lyre', a derivative of TtXrioaeiv,

'to strike'. See plague and cp. Aplectnim.

pledge, n. — ME. plegge, fr. OF. plege, pleige,

plaige, etc. (F. pleige), 'hostage, security, war-

rant, pledge', fr. ML. plebium, plevium, which is

prob. a blend of OS. plegan, 'to promise,>pledge

oneself, and L. praebere, 'to give, grant, fur-

nish'. OS. plegan is rel. to OHG. pflegan, 'to care

for, be accustomed to', OE. pleon (for *plehan),

'to risk, expose to danger' ; see plight, 'pledge',

and cp. play, v. For the etymology of L. praebere

see prebend. Cp. replevin, replevy,

pledge, tr. v. — ME. pleggen, fr. OF. plegier (F.

pleiger), fr. plege, 'pledge'. See pledge, n.

Derivatives :/)terfg-ee, n., pledg-or, pledge-or, n.,

pledg-er, n.

pledget, n., compress of lint {med.) — Of uncer-

tain origin.

Plegadis, n., a genus of birds including the ibises

(ornithol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. r:Xr,yati gen.

TzkriyiSoc;, 'sickle', from the stem of TtXrjcaEiv,

'to strike'. See plague and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

-plegia, -plegy, combining form denoting paral-

ysis, as in hemiplegia {med.)— Gk. -TtXT^Y'-a, fr-

TrXY]yr), 'stroke, blow', from the stem of tiXtict-

CTEiv, 'to strike'. See plague and cp. words there

referred to.

Pleiad, n., 1) one of the Pleiades; 2) a group of

seven 16th cent. French poets, the chiefmember

of which was Pierre de Ronsard. — L. Plei'as,

pi. Pleiades, fr. Gk. UXziat;, pi. IXXsLaSe?; in

sense 2) fr. F. Pleiade, fi. L. Plei'as. See next word.

Pleiades, n. pi., 1) the seven daughters of Atlas

and Pleione, transformed by Zeus into a group

of stars {Greek mythai.) ; 2) a group of several

hundred stars in the constellation Taurus, com-

monly spoken of as seven, though only six are

visible to the average naked eye. — L. Pleiades

(pi.), fr. Gk. nXsidiSE? (also nXviiaSEc;
) (pi.),

contracted fr. nsXEidcSE? and prob. lit. meaning

'constellation of the dove', fr. TteXeiaSEq, pi. of

TTEXetai;, 'dove', a derivative of TrEXstoc, 'dove',

prop, 'the gray bird', fr. I.-E. base *pel-, 'dark-

colored, gray', whence also OE. fealo, 'brown'.

See fallow, 'brownish yellow', and cp. words

there referred to.

pleio-, pleo-, combining form meaning 'more'. —
Fr. Gk. ttXeicov (poet. ttXewv), 'more, greater,

larger' (compar. of ttoXui;, 'much'), which is rel.

to ttXeuc, ttXeoc, 'full, filled', ttXeIcttoc, 'most,

largest' (superl. of KoXuq), fr. I.-E. base *ple-,

*pel^-, 'to be full, to fill'. See full, adj., and cp.

poly-, plus. Cp. also next word and pleonasm.

Pleistocene, adj., pertaining to the period also

called Posttertiary or Glacial Period (geol.) —
Coined fr. Gk. -XEraToc, 'most", and zaLMoc,

'new'. See prec. word and -cene and cp. Pliocene.

Derivative: Pleistocene, adj.

plenary, adj., full; absolute. — Late L. plendrius,

'full', fr. L. plenus, 'full'. See plenum, and adj.

suff". -ary.

Derivative : plenari-ly, adv.

plenipotentiary, adj., having fuU power or author-

ity. — ML. plenipotentiarius (whence also F.

plinipotentiaire), fr. Late L. plenipotens, gen.
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-entis, 'having full power', fr. L. plenus, 'full',

and potens, gen. -entis, 'powerful'. See plenum,

potent and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative : plenipotentiary, n.

plenish, tr. v., to fill up. — Fr. OF. pleniss-, pres.

part, stem of plenir, 'to fill', fr. L. plenus, 'full'.

See plenum and verbal suff. -ish and cp. replenish.

Derivatives: plenish-ing, n., plenish-ment, n.

plenitude, n., fullness. — ME., fr. L. plenitado,

'fullness, plenitude', fr. plenus, 'full'. See plenum
and -tude.

plenteous, adj., plentiful. — ME. plentivous, plen-

tevous, plenteus, fr. OF. plentivos, derived fr.

plenteif, 'plentiful', fi. ptente, 'fullness'. See next

word and -ous.

Derivatives: plenteous-ly, adv., plenteous-ness,

n.

plenty, n. — ME. plente, ptentie, fr. OF. plente,

fr. L. plenitatem, ace. ofplenitds, 'fullness, plen-

ty', fr. plenus, 'full'. See next word and -ty.

Derivatives : /)/en?>', adv.,plenti-ful, adj., plenti-

ful-ly, adv., plenti-ful-ness, n.

plenum, n., ]) a space filled with matter; 2) a full

meeting. — L. plenum, 'a space occupied by
matter, a plenum', prop. neut. of the adj. plenus,

'full', fr. I.-E. base *ple--, 'to be full, to fill'. See

full, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

pleo-, combining form meaning 'more'. — A var.

of pleio-.

pleomorphism, n., the ability of crystallizing in

two or more distinct fundamental forms. —
Compounded of pleo- and Gk. jJiopcpTj, 'form,

shape'. See morpho-.

pleonasm, n., the use of superfluous words, re-

dundancy (rhet.) —• Late L. pleonasmus, fr. Gk.
TTXeovaapioi;, fr. TtXEova^eiv, 'to be more than

enough, abound, be superfluous', fr. ttX^ov,

neut. of ttXecov, 'more'. See pleio-.

pleonaste, n., ceylonite (mineral.)— F.pl^onaste,

fr. Gk. TiXsovaCTTo?, 'abundant', verbal adj. of
TrXEova^Etv, 'to be more than enough, abound'
(see pleonasm); so called by the French mineral-

ogist Ren6-Just Hauy (1743-1822) in 1801 in

allusion to the number of faces.

pleonastic, adj., superfluous, redundant.— Form-
ed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. TtXcovaaTo;. See

prec. word.

pleopod, n., an abdominal limb of a crustacean

(zoot.) — Formed fr. pleo- and Gk. ttou;, gen.

-o86;, 'foot'. See -pod.

pierome, n., the central part of the primary tissue

out ofwhich the stele is said to rise (bot.)— Gk.
-Ar;p&)|jLa, 'fullness', fr. nXTjpouv, 'to make full',

fr. TTATipY)?, 'full', fr. I.-E. base *ple-, 'to be full,

to fill'. See full, adj., and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For the ending of Gk. Tt).ripo)(xa see

suff. -ma.

Plesiosaurus, n., a genus of lizardlike marine rep-

tiles of the Mesozoic (paleontol.) — ModL.,
coined by William Daniel Conybeare (1787-

1857) fr. Gk. TtXTjaioi;, 'near', and oaOpo?, 'liz-

ard'. The first element is rel. to 7t4Xai;, 'near'.
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TTeXa^etv, 'to approach', 7rX:rjV, 'beyond', Sjj,-

ttXtjv, 'quite near', and cogn. with h.pellere (pp.

pulsus), 'to push, strike, drive'. See pulse, 'throb'.

For the second element see saurian,

plessor, n., a small hammer used in percussion

{med.) — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. ttX-^ctctsiv, 'to

strike', and the Latin agential suff. -or. See

plague and cp. plexor. Cp. also plectrum.

plethora, n., 1) excess, superabundance; 2) {med.)

superabundance ofblood in the body.— ModL.
plethora, fr. Gk. 7rX7]i>&)pa, 'fullness', fr. ttX?]-

»eiv, 'to be full', fr. I.-E. base *ple-, 'to be full'.

See full, adj., and words there referred to and
cp. esp. pierome, plethysmograph.

plethoric, adj., I) overfull; 2) characterized by ple-

thora. — ModL. plethoricus, fr. plethora. See

prec. word and -ic.

Derivative: plethoric-al-ly, adv.

plethysmograph, n., an instrument for measuring

and recording variations in parts of the body,

esp. as caused by the changes in the circulation

of the blood. — Compounded of Gk. tOo]-

•&i5ti[ji6;, 'enlargement', and -ypxtfOQ, fr. Ypa9Eiv,

'to write'. The first element derives fr. tcXtj-S-ui;,

'multitude', which is rel. to tiX^&oi;, of s.m.,

TrXyjOeiv, 'to be full'; see plethora. For the sec-

ond element see -graph.

pleur-, form of pleuro- before a vowel.

pleura, n., a thin membrane which lines the

thorax of mammals (anat.) — ML., fr. Gk.

TrXsupa, 'side, rib', which is of doubtful origin.

Cp. pleurisy, pleuron.

Derivatives: pleur-al, adj. and n.

pleuric, adj., pleural. — ML. pleuricus, fr. Gk.
7tXeupi.x6?, 'pertaining to the ribs', fr. TrXsupa.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

pleurisy, n., inflammation of the pleural mem-
brane (med.) — OF. pleurisie (F. pleuresie), fr.

Late L. pleurisis, for Gk. JiXsupiTt;, fr. TrXsupa,

'side, rib'. See pleura and -itis.

pleuritic, adj., 1) pertaining to pleurisy; 2) suf-

fering from pleurisy. — L. pleuriticus, fr. Gk.
:tXEupiTtx6i;, 'suffering from pleurisy', fr. ttXeu-

piTt?. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

pleuro-, before a vowel pleur-, combining form
meaning 'pertaining to the side', as in pleura-

carpus; 'pertaining to the pleura', as m pleuro-

pneumonia. — Gk. TrXeupo-, rcXeup-, fr. ttXeu-

pa, 'side; rib'. See pleura.

pleurocarpous, adj., bearing the fruit on the side

of the stem.— Compounded of pleuro- and Gk.
y.ap7:6!;, 'fruit'. See carpel and -ous.

pleurodont, adj., having the teeth attached to the

side of the jawbone. — Compounded of pleuro-

and the stem of Gk. 68civ, gen. oSAvto?, 'tooth'.

See odonto-.

pleuron, n., the lateral part of a thoracic segment

in insects (zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. TtXEupov,

'rib', which is rel. to irXEupa, 'rib, side'. See

pleura.

Pleuronectidae, n. pi., a family of flatfishes {ich-

thyol.) — ModL., compounded of pleuro- and

1201
plot

Gk. vrixTY)!;, 'swimmer', fr. vt)X£'-v, 'to swim'.

See necto- and -idae.

pleuropneumonia, n., inflammation of the pleura

and the lungs. — See pleuro- and pneumonia,

pleurotomy, n., the surgical operation of the

pleura (med.) — Formed fr. pleuro- and Gk.

-TOfjita, 'a cutting of, fr. TO(i.T], 'a cutting'. See

-tomy.

pleuston, n., a kind of small vegetation floating

on the water. — Formed fr. Gk. ttXeGoii;,

'sailing', fr. icXetv, 'to sail', fr. I.-E. base *pleu-,

'to flow'. See flow.

Derivative: />/eHito«-ic, adj.

plexal, adj., pertaining to a plexus.— Formed fr.

plexus with adj. suff. -al.

plexiform, adj., resembling a plexus. — Com-

pounded of plexus and L. forma, 'form, shape'.

See form, n.

pleximeter, n., a thin plate placed over that part

of the body which is to receive the blows in

percussion (med.)— Compounded of Gk. tO-ti-

^ic,, 'stroke', from the stem of ttXtjocteiv, 'to

strike', and [jtETpov, 'measure'. See plague and

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

plexor, n., a plessor. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk.

v:Vrf,'.Q, 'a striking' (from the stem of itXy)C[(jei.v,

'to strike'), and the Latin agential suff. -or. See

plague and cp. plessor.

plexus, n., a network (anat.) — L., 'braid, net-

work', ir. plexus, pp. ofplectere, 'to braid, plait,

twist'. See ply, 'to bend', and cp. words there

referred to.

pliable, adj. — ME. pliabylle, fr. MP. (= F.)

pliable, fr. plier, 'to fold, bend', fr. L. plicdre, 'to

fold, bend'. See ply, 'to bend', and -able.

Derivatives : pliabil-ity, n . ,
pliable-ness, n. ,

pliabl-

y, adj.

pliancy, n. — Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.

pliant, adj.— ME. pliaunl, fr. MF. (= F.) pliant,

pres. part, of plier, 'to fold, bend', fr. h. plicdre.

See prec. word and -ant.

Derivatives: pliant-ly, adv., pliant-ness, n.

plica, n., fold, esp. fold in the skin; Polish plait

(med.)— ML., back formation fr. L. plicdre, 'to

fold, bend". See ply, 'to bend', and cp. next word.

Derivative: plic-al, adj.

plicate, adj., having folds; plaited. — L. plicdtus,

pp. ofplicdre, 'to fold, bend'. See ply, 'to bend',

and adj. suff. -ate and cp. duplicate, replicate.

Derivatives: plicat-ed, adj., plicate-ly, adv.,

plicate-ness, n., plicat-ion, n.

plicatile, adj., capable of being folded together.—
L.plicdtilis, 'that which may be folded together,

flexible, pliable'. See prec. word and -ile.

plier, n., one who plies. — Formed fr. ply, 'to

bend', with agential suff. -cr.

pliers, n. pi., a small pair of pincers. — Prop. pi.

of prec. word.

plight, n., state, condition. — ME. plit, 'condi-

tion', fr. AF. plit, corresponding to OF. pleit,

ploit, ft. VL. *plictum, fr. L. plicitum, neut. pp.

of plicdre, 'to fold, bend', hence prop, a var. of

plait (q.v.) The spelling ofplightv/ith gh is due to

a confusion with OE. pliht, 'danger, risk' (see

plight, 'pledge').

plight, n., pledge.— MB. pliht, pligt, 'danger; en-

gagement', fr. OE. pliht, 'risk, danger', rel. to

OFris., MDu., Du. plicht, 'care, carefulness',

OHG. pfliht, MHG., G. pflicht, 'obligation, du-

ty', MDu. pleghen, Du. plegen, 'to care for', be

accustomed to', OHG. pflegan, MHG., G. pfle-

gen, of s.m., MDu. plien, 'to answer for, guar-

antee', OE. pleon (for *plehan), 'to risk, expose

to danger'. See play, v., and cp. plege.

plight, tr. v., to pledge. — ME. plighten, fr. OE.

plihtan, 'to pledge', fr. pliht, 'risk, danger'. Cp.

Du. ver-plichten, G. ver-pflichten, 'to bind,

oblige', and see plight, 'pledge'.

Derivatives: plight-ed, ad}., plight-er, n.

Plimsoll mark, a mark on the hull of a British

vessel showing how deeply she may be loaded.

— Named after Samuel Plimsoll (1824-98), an

advocate of shipping reform.

plinth, n., the square block below the base of a

column (archit.)— L. pUnthus, fr. Gk. -xKl-j^oq,

'brick', which is cogn. with OF. flint, 'flint'. See

flint and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: plinth-er, n.

Pliocene, adj., pertaining to the latest epoch of

the Tertiary period (geol.) — Coined fr. Gk.

irXEitov, 'more' and >caiv6<;, 'new'. See pleio- and

-cene and cp. Pleistocene.

Derivative: Pliocene, n.

ploce, n., emphatic repetition of a word (rhet.) —
L., fr. Gk. TrXoxT], 'a plaiting, twining, twisting,

braiding', which is rel. to ttX^xew, 'to plait,

twine, twist, braid', and cogn. with L. plectere,

'to plait, braid', plicdre, 'to fold'. See ply, 'to

bend', and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

next word.

Ploceidae, n. pi., the family of weaverbirds (oriii-

thol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk.

TiXoxEui;, 'plaiter, braider', which is rel. to t:Xo-

XY), 'a plaiting, braiding'. See prec. word.

plod, intr. and tr. v. — Of imitative origin.

Derivatives: plod, n., plodd-er, n., plodd-ing,

adj., plodd-ing-ly, adv., plodd-ing-ness, n.

-ploid, combining form denoting a (specified)

multiple (biol.) — Contraction of Gk. -ttXoo:,

'-fold' (see haplo-), and -oeiSt)?, 'like', fr. etSo?,

'form, shape' (see -oid).

Derivative: -ploid-y (forms nouns from adjec-

tives in -ploid).

plop, interj., intr. v. and n. — Of imitative origin.

plosion, n., implosion or explosion (phon.) — See

explosion.

plosive, adj., and n., implosive or explosive (phon.)

— See explosive.

plot, n., a small piece of ground. — ME. plot,

plotte, 'piece of ground'; prop, a var. of plat,

'piece of ground' (q.v.)

Derivative : plot, tr. v.

plot, n., conspiracy.— Prob. a blend of F. peloter.
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'to wind into a ball', and complot 'conspiracy',

itself a back formation fr. comp{e)loter, 'to roll

into a ball', fr. com- and pelote, 'a ball'. See

pellet and cp. complot.

Derivatives: plot, tr. and intr. v., plott-ed, adj.,

plott-er, n., plott-ing, adj., plott-ing-ly, adv.

plough, n. — See plow.

plover, n., the name of several birds. — OF. plo-

vier, lit. 'the rain bird' fr. VL. *plovarius, fr.

*plovere, 'to rain', corresponding to L. pluere

(see pluvial). F. pluvier, "plover', has been refash-

ioned after L. pluvia, 'rain'. The bird is so called

because its arrival usually coincides with the

season of rain.

plow, plough, n.— ME. plough, fr. Late OE. plog,

ploh, fr. ON. plogr, which is rel. to OS. plog,

OFris. ploch, Du. ploeg, OHG., MHG. pfluoc,

G. Pflug. These words are traceable to L. plovus

or plovum, 'plow', a word of prob. Rhaetian

origin (see Pliny, Hist. Nat., 18, 172). -- OSlav.

plugii, Lith. pliigas, 'plow', are Teutonic loan

words.

Derivatives : plow,plough, tr. and intr. v.,plow-er,

plough-er, n., plow-ing, plough-ing, n.

ploy, intr. v., to diminish front {milit.)— Aphetic

for deploy.

Derivative : ploy-ment, n.

Pluchea, n., a genus of plants, the marsh fleabane

{bot.) — ModL., named after the French Abbe
N.-A. Pluche (1688-1761).

pluck, tr. and intr. v. — ME. plucken, fr. OE.
pluccian, ploccian, fr. VL. *piluccdre, 'to deprive

of hair' (whence also MHG., G. pfliicken, MDu.
plucken, plocken, Du. plukken, ON. plukka,

plokka, T>an. plukka, Swed. plocka), fr. h.pildre,

'deprive of hair', ii.pilus, 'hair'. \t. piluccare, 'to

pluck grapes'. Proven?, pelucar, 'to pluck out',

F. eplucher, 'to pick, clean, peel, pare', also de-

rive from VL. *piluccdre. See pile, 'hair', and cp.

plush. Cp. also pill, 'a little ball of medicine', and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: pluck, n., pluck-ed, adj., pluck-ed-

ness, n., pluck-er, n., pluck-y, adj., pluck-i-ly,

adv., pluck-i-ness, n.

plug, n.— MDu. plugge (Du. plug), rel. to Swed.,

Norw. plugg, Dan. pleg, MLG. pluck, MHG.
phloc, G. Pflock.

Derivatives: plug, tr. and intr. v., plugg-able,

adj., plugg-ed, adj., plugg-er, n., plugg-ing, n.,

and adj., plugg-ing-ly, adv.

plum, n. — ME. plumme, plum, fr. OE. plume, fr.

VL. priina (fern. sing, for orig. L. neut. pi.), fr.

L. prunum, 'plum', fr. Gk. T:poOu.vov, of s.m.,

which is of uncertain, possibly Phrygian, origin.

The disappearance of the m in Latin is due to

dissimilation. Cp. MDu. prume (whence Du.

pruim), OHG. pj'ruma (whence MHG. pfrume,

G. Pflaume), which also are Latin loan words.

See prune, n.

Derivative: plumm-y, adj.

plumage, n., the feathers of a bird. — ME., fr.

MF. (= F.) plume, fr. OF. plume, fr. L. plu-
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ma, 'down, feather'. See plume, n. and -age.

Derivative: plumag-ed, adj.

plumassier, n., a dealer in ornamental feathers.—
F., derivative of MF. plumasse, 'plume of feath-

ers', fr. plume, 'feather'. See prec. word and

-ier.

plumate, adj., having plumage (zool.) — L. plu-

mdtus, 'feathered', fr. pluma. See plume and adj.

suff. -ate.

plumb, n., a lead hung on a string to show the

vertical line; a plummet. — ME. plom, plum,

plumbe, fr. OF. (= F.) plomb, fr. L. plumbum,

'lead', which, together with Gk. pLoXijio;, (0,6-

XujiSoi;, 'lead', was prob. borrowed from a Medi-

terranean, possibly the Iberian, language. Cp.

plumber, plummet, plunge, aplomb. Cp. also

molybdenum.

Derivatives :
/>/«mi>, tr. v., plumber (fi-y.), plumb-

ing, n.

plumb, intr. v., to work as a plumber {colloq.) —
Back formation fr. plumber.

Plumbaginaceae, n. pi., the leadwort family ibot.)

— Formed fr. Plumbago with suff. -aceae.

plumbaginaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

plumbago, n., graphite.— \^. plumbago, 'a species

of lead ore, black lead', fr. plumbum, 'lead'. See

plumb, n.

Plumbago, n., a genus of plants, the leadwort

{bot.) — See prec. word.

plumbeous, adj., lead-colored. — L. ptumbeus,

'leaden', fr. plumbum. See plumb, n., and -eous.

plumber, n. — ME. plummer, fr. MF. plommier,

plummier (F. plombier), fr. L. plumbdrius, 'plum-

ber', prop, the adj. plumbdrius, 'pertaining to

lead', used as a noun. See plumb and agential

suff. -er.

plumbery, n.— ME. plomerye, fr. MF.plommerie

(F.plomberie), fr. plommier, 'plumber'. See prec.

word and -ery.

plumbiferous, adj., containing lead. — Com-
pounded of L. plumbum, 'lead' (see plumb), and

-ferous.

plumbism, n., lead poisoning. — Formed fr. L.

plumbum, 'lead', with suff. -ism. See plumb.

plumbous, adj., containing lead, especially in a

low valence. — L. plumbosus, 'full of lead'. See

plumb and -ous.

plumbum, n., lead (chem.) — L. See plumb.

plume, n., feather. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L.

plQma, 'feather, down', for *plus-ma, which is

cogn. with OE.fleos, flies, 'fleece'. See fleece and

cp. deplume, unplume, displume.

Derivatives .plume, XT. v.
,
plume-less, plume-like,

adjs., plum-er, n., plum-ery, n., plum-y, adj.

plumelet, n., 1) a plumule; 2) a little plume. —
Formed fr. plume with dimin. suff. -let.

plumiped, adj., having feet covered with feathers;

n., a plumiped bird. — Compounded of L.

plSma, 'feather', and pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See

plume and pedal.

plummet, n. — ME. plomet, fr. OF. plommet.
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dimin. of plom, plon, 'lead', fr. L. plumbum,

'lead'. See plumb, n., and -et.

Derivatives: plummet, tr. v., plummet-ed, adj.,

plummet-less, adj.

plumose, adj., covered with feathers; featherlike.

— L. plumdsus, 'full of feathers', fr. pluma. See

plume and adj. suff. -ose.

plump, adj., rounded, filled out. — MDu. plomp,

lit. 'falling suddenly'; of imitative origin. See

next word.

Derivatives :;7/Mmp-e«, tr. and intr. \.,plump-ly,

adv., plump-ness, n., plump-y, adj.

plump, tr. v., to cause to fall; intr. v., to fall sud-

denly. — ME. plumpen, fr. MDu. plompen,

which is of imitative origin.

Derivatives: plump-er, n., plump-ing, n.

plump, adv., with sudden fall. — Imitative. Cp.

plump, V.

plumule, n., 1) a down feather (zool.); 2) rudi-

mentary bud of a young plant. — L. plumula,

dimin. of plUma. See plume and -ule.

plunder, tr. v.— G.pliindern, 'to plunder, pillage',

fr. MHG. plundern, 'to plunder', orig. 'to take

away household furniture', fr. MHG. blunder,

plunder, 'household furniture' (whence G.

Plunder, 'lumber, baggage'), fr. MDu. plunder,

plonder, 'household goods', which is rel. to Fris.,

Du. plunje (for *plundje), 'clothes'.

V>snvati\es: plunder, n., plunder-age, n., plunder-

er, n., plunder-ess, n., plunder-ing, n. and adj.,

plunder-ing-ly, adv., plunder-ous, adj.

plunge, tr. and intr. v. — ME. plongen, plungen,

fr. OF. plongier (F. plonger), fr. VL. *plumbicd-

re, prop, 'to immerse fishing-nets provided with

lead', fr. L. plumbum, 'lead'. See plumb.

Derivatives: plunge, n., plung-er, n., plung-ing,

adj., plung-ing-ly, adv.

plunk, tr. v., 1) to pluck (a stringed instrument);

2) to throw heavily; intr. v., 1) to give forth a

twanging sound ; 2) to fall heavily. — Of imita-

tive origin.

Derivatives : plunk, n. and interj.

pluperfect, adj. and n. — Contraction of L. (tern-

pus) plus quam perfectum, 'more than perfect

(tense)', prop, a loan translation of Gk (xpovos

)

uTtEpcTuvxeXixo?. Cp. F. plus-que-parfait and see

plus and perfect.

plural, adj. — ME. plurel, plural, fr. OF. plurel

(whence, with change of suff., F. pluriel), fr. L.

plurdlis, 'belonging to more than one', fr. plus,

gen. plUris, 'more'. See plus and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: plural, n., plural-ism, n., plural-ist,

n., plural-isl-ic, adj., plural-ist-ic-al-ly, adv.,

plurality (q.v.), plural-ize, tr. v., plural-iz-ation,

n., plural-iz-er, n., plural-ly, adv.

pluraUty, n. — ME. pluralite, fr. MF. (= F.) plu-

ralite, fr. L. plurdlitdtem, ace. of plurdlitds,

'plurality', fr. plurdlis. See prec. word and

-ity.

pluri-, combining form meanmg 'more'. — L.

pluri-, from the stem ofplus, gen. pluris, 'more'.

See plus.

plutocracy

pluriaxial, adj., having more than one axis. —
Compounded of pluri- and axial,

plus, prep, adj., and n. — L. plus, gen. pluris,

'more', v/hence plUrimus, 'most'; cogn. with OI.

purvi, puriilt, 'much', prdyah, 'mostly', OPers.

paru, Gk. TioXii?, 'much, many', jrXsitov, itAs-

cav, 'more', TtXsttJTO?, 'most', KoXki.-x.ic,, 'often',

Olr. //, 'much', ilar, 'crowd', W. elu, 'much',

Lith. pilus, 'abundance', Goth, filu, OHG. filu,

MHG. vil, G. viel, ODu. vilo, OFns.felo,fel(e),

ON. fjol- (only in compounds), OS. filu, OE.

fela,feala,feola, 'much, many'. All these words

derive fr. I.-E. base *ple-, 'to fill'. See full, adj.,

and cp. pleio-, poly-,

plus fours, n. pL, loose knickerbockers. — So

called because orig. they reached four inches

below the knees.

plush, n., a fabric with a long soft pile. — F.

pluche, fr. earlier peluche, back formation fr.

OV.peluchier, 'to pull, tug' (whence F. eplucher,

'to pick, clean, peel, pare'), fr. VL. *piluccdre,

'to deprive of hair', fr. L. pilus, 'hair'. See pile,

'hair', and cp. pluck and words there referred

to.

Derivatives: ;i/ms/i, intr. Y.,plush-ed, adj., plush-

ette, n., plush-y, adj., plush-i-ly, adv., plush-i-

ness, n.

plut-, form of pluto- before a vowel.

plutarchy, n., plutocracy.— Compounded of Gk.

ttXoGto;, 'wealth', and -ap/iS, 'rule', fr. apxo?,

'leader, chief, ruler'. See pluto- and -archy and

cp. plutocracy.

pluteus, n. , 1) a partition placed between columns

;

a kind of penthouse to protect soldiers; a book-

shelf (Roman antiq.); 2) the larva of echinoids

and ophiuroids (zool.) — L. pluteus, 'a shed,

penthouse, parapet, bookshelf, prob. in grada-

tional relationship to Lith. plautai, 'the cross-

bars of the dry kiln', plautas, 'path in the bee-

hive', Lett, plaukts, 'wallboard'.

Pluto, n., the god of the lower world in Greek

mythology. — L. Plato, Platon, fr. Gk. IIXou-

Tfov = nXouToSoTT)?, lit. 'giver of riches', fr.

TtXouTo;, 'riches', and So-rr)?, 'giver', from the

stem of SiS6vai, 'to give'; see plutocracy and

date, 'point of time'. See Otto Kern, Die Reli-

gion der Griechen I (1926), p. 130, Note 9. Cp.

Plutonium.

Pluto, name of the planet most remote from the

sun, discovered in 1930. — Named after Pluto,

the god of the lower world. See prec. word.

pluto-, before a vowel plut-, combining form

meaning 'riches'. — Gk. -nXouTO-, rXouT-, fr.

tiXoOto;, 'riches'. See next word.

plutocracy, n., government by the wealthy.— Gk,

TrXo'jTox.paTix, 'plutocracy', compounded of

ttXoOto;, 'riches', and -xpa-iS, 'rule, govern-

ment', fr. Kpi-roi;, 'strength, power, rule'. The

first element prob. derives fr. I.-E. base *pleu-,

'to flow', whence also L. pluere, 'to rain' ;
see

pluvial. For the second element in plutocracy see

-cracy.
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plutocrat, n., a person who rules by his wealth.—
Back formation fr. Gk. TrXouToxpaTia. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: plutocrat-ic, ptutocrat-ic-al, adjs.,

plutocrat-ic-al-ly, adv.

plutolatry, n., worship ofwealth.— Compounded
of pluto- and -XaxpEta, -XarpiS, fr. XaTpcia,

'hired labor, service, worship'. See -latry.

plutomania, n., an excessive desire for wealth. —
Compounded of pluto- and -mania. '

Flntonic, adj., 1) of, or pertaining to, Pluto; 2)

subterranean; 3) crystallized (said of igneous

rocks). — Formed fr. 1st Pluto with suff. -ic. •

—

Plutonic theory, the theory which regards heat

as the main geological agency.

Plutonism, n., Plutonic theory. — See prec. word
and -ism.

Plutonist, n., an adherent of the Plutonic theory.

— See Plutonic and -ist.

Plutonium, n., a transuranic element {chem.) —
ModL., a name suggested by Glenn Theodore

Seaborg (1912- ) and Arthur Charles Wahl
(1917- ) in 1942 after Pluto, the second

planet beyond Uranus, on the analogy of the

element name neptunium, which was so named
by McMillan after Neptune, the first planet

beyond Uranus (see neptunium). For the ending

oiPlutonium see chem. suff. -ium.

plutonomy, n., political economy. — Formed fr.

Gk. ttXoutoi;, 'riches', and -voijtia, fr. viixo?,

'law'. See pluto- and -nomy.

Derivatives : j?/Mto«om-ic, Tidj., plutonom-ist, n.

pluvial, adj., rainy. — L. pluvidlis, 'of rain', fr.

pluvia, 'rain', short for aqua pluvia, 'rainy water,

rain', prop. fem. of the adjective ;j/Hv/«i, 'rainy,

bringing rain', fr. pluere, 'to rain', fr. I.-E. base

*pleu-, 'to flow, to swim', whence also OI.

pldvate, 'navigates, swims', Gk. tiXuvelv, 'to

wash', TtXeeiM, ttXeiv, 'to navigate', OE. flowan,

'to flow'. See flow and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also Pluviose, plover. For the ending see

adj. suff. -al.

pluvial, n., an ecclesiastic's cope.— ML. pluvidle,

'a raincloak', prop. neut. of the Latin adj. plu-

vidlis, 'pertaining to rain, rainy', used as a noun.

See pluvial, adj.

pluviometer, n., rain gauge.— A hybrid coined fr.

L. pluvia, 'rain', and Gk. [xirpov, 'measure', see

pluvial and meter, 'poetical rhythm'. The cor-

rect form is hyetometer, fr. Gk. ijero?, 'rain',

and (AETpov, 'measure'.

T>an\a.\i\t%:pluviometr-ic,pluviometr-ic-al,?id]i.,

pluviometr-ic-al-ly, adv., pluviometr-y, n.

pluviose, adj., pluvious. — L. pluviosus. See

pluvious.

Derivative : ptuvios-ity, n.

Pluviose, n., the fifth month of the French revolu-

tionary calendar (lasting fr. Jan. 20th to Feb.

18th).— Lit. 'the rainy month', coined by Fabre
d'£g]antine in 1793 fr. L. pluviosus, 'rainy'. See

pluvious. For the form of the word cp. Nivose,

Ventose.

pluvious, adj., pertaining to rain ; rainy. — L. ;;/«-

vioiui, 'rain' (whence also F.ptuvieux),fT. pluvia,

'rain'. See pluvial and -ous.

ply, n., fold, layer.— OF. (= F.) pli, fr. plier. See

next word.

ply, tr. and intr. v., to bend.— ME. plien, fr. OF.
(= F.) plier, fr. earlier /j/eier (whence F.ployer),

'to fold, bend', fr. L. plicdre, 'to fold, bend', fr.

earlier *plecdre, refashioned on analogy of com-
pounds such as complicdre, "to fold together'

(see complicate), and explicdre, 'to unfold' (see

explicate), implicdre, 'to infold' (see implicate)

;

rel. to L. pleclere, 'to plaid, braid, intertwine',

and cogn. with OI. prasnah, 'wickerwork, bas-

ket', Gk. ttXekeiv, 'to plait', ttXoxyj, 'network',

OS\a\. pletQ, plesti, 'to braid, plait, twist', OS.,

OHG. Jlehtan, MHG. vlehten, G.flechten, Du.
vlechten, ON. fletta, Swed. /lata, OE. fieohtan,

of s.m. Goth, flahta, 'braid'. All these words
derive fr. I.-E. base *plek-, 'to plait, twist', an

enlargement of base *pel-, 'to fall'. See fold and

cp. -fold. Cp. also accomplice, application, ap-

plique, apply, complex, complicate, complice,

complicity, complin, decuple, deploy, display,

doblon, dobra, double, doubloon, duplex, dupli-

cate, duplicity, employ, explicate, explicit, exploit,

flask, 'bottle', flax, flex, baplo-, imply, multiplex

multiply, octuple, perplex, plait, plash, 'to inter-

weave', plat, 'to interweave', pleach, pleat, Ple-

cotus, plecto--, plexus, pliable, plica, plicate,

plight, 'condition', ploce, -ploid, quadruple,

quadruplex, replica, replicate, reply, sextuple,

simple, splay, symploce, Symplocos, triplex,

triplicate.

Derivatives: pliable (q.v.), pli-er, n.

ply, tr. v., to work at, pursue diligently; intr. v.,

to work (at something). — Shortened fr. apply.

Plymouth Rock, a breed of domestic fowls. — So

called after the famous rock in Plymouth, Mass.,

where the Mayflower landed in 1620.

Plynteria, n. pi., name of the Greek festival, on
which the clothes of the statue of Athene were

washed.— Gk. nXuvrriptx (scil. ispa), lit. 'the

feast of washing', neut. pi. of :rX'JVTf;ptoi;, 'per-

taining to washing', fr. 7rXCiv£i.v, 'to wash', rel.

to ttXeeiv, tiXeTv, 'to navigate', and cogn. with

L. pluere, 'to rain'. See pluvial.

plywood, n. — Compounded of ply, 'layer of

wood', and wood.

-pnea, -pnoea, combining form meaning 'breath-

ing'. — ModL., fr. Gk. -Twota, fr. Trvoiit,

TtvoiT), TT^oT), 'blowing, breathing", fr. ttveiv,

'to breathe'. See pneuma.

pneum-, form of pneumo-, before a vowel.

pneuma, n., the vital spirit. — Gk. TrvEuai,

'breath, wind, air', fr. ttdeTv, 'to blow', which is

of imitative origin. Cp. pneumatic, pneumonia.

Cp. also neume.

pneumat-, form of pneumato- before a vowel.

pneumatic, adj., pertaining to, or acting by means
of, wind or air. — L. pneumaticus, fr. Gk.
itveujxaTtxA?, 'of wind or air', fr. jrveu[xa, gen.

If.

I

-vsu(j.aTo?, 'breath, wind, air'. See prec. word

and 1st -atic.

Derivatives: pneumatic, adj., pneumatic-al-ly,

adv., pneumat-ics, n.

pneumato-, before a vowel pneumat-, combining

form meaning 'wind, air; spirit; presence of air'.

— Gk. 7:vEU|j,aTo-, TtvEUfiixT-, fr. 7tvEU[jLa, gen.

TTVEiijjLaToi;. See pneuma.

pneumatocyst, n., a sac containing air in the body

of some marine animals. — Compounded of

pneumato- and Gk. kucttk;, 'bladder, bag'. See

cyst.

pneumatology, n., the doctrine concerning spirit-

ual beings. — ModL. pneumatologia, com-

pounded of pneumato- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : pneumatolog-ic, pneumatolog-ic-al,

adjs., pneumatolog-ist, n.

pneumatolysis, n., the process offorming minerals

by the pressure of heated air (mineral.) —
ModL., compounded of pneumato- and Gk.

XiJCTi.?, 'a loosing, setting free'. See -lysis.

pneumatolytic, adj., formed by the pressure of

heated air {mineral.) — Compounded of pneu-

mato- and Gk. Xuti.x6<;, 'able to loose, loosing'.

See -lytic.

pneumatometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the force of respiration. — Compounded of

pneumato- and Gk. (XExpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivative: pneumatometr-y, n.

pneumatophore, n., a respiratory organ on the

roots of some plants (bot.) ; an air cavity in the

body of certain marine animals.— Compound-
ed of pneumato- and Gk. -fn^oq,, 'bearing,

bearer'. See -phore.

Derivative: pneumatophor-ous, adj.

pneumatotherapy, n., the treatment of disease by

rarefied or condensed air. — Compounded of

pneumato- and -therapy.

pneumectomy, n., the surgical removal of lung

tissue. — Lit. 'removal of the lung'. See pneu-

mo- and -ectomy.

pneumo-, before a vowel pneum-, combining form

denoting the lung.— Gk. ttje'jjxo-, fr. TrvEUfxcov,

gen. TtvEUfiovot;, 'lung', assimilated fr. TtXsujjtcav,

'lung', which is prob. cogn. with OI. kloman-,

'the right lung' (if dissimilated fr. *pliman-), and

with L. pulmo, 'lung'; see pulmonary. The as-

similation of Gk. TrXeujicav, to TTJEuptajv is due

to folk etymology, which associated TrXEUfitov,

'lung', with TTVEUfxa, 'breath' (see pneuma).

pneumobacillus, n., a bacterium causing pneumo-

nia {bacterial.) — A Medical L. hybrid coined

fr. pneumo- and Late L. bacillus, 'a little staff'.

See bacillus.

pneumococcus, n., any of the bacteria causing

pneumonia {bacterial.) — Medical L., com-
pounded of pneumo- and coccus.

Derivatives : pneumococc-al, pneunwcocc-ic,

pneumococc-ous, adjs.

pneumoconiosis, n., lung disease caused by the

inhalation of minute particles (med.) — Med-

ical L., compounded of pneumo-, Gk. xovta,

'dust' (fr. x6vi;, 'dust', see conio-), and suff.

-osis.

pneumodynamics, n., the dynamics of gases. —
Compounded of pneumo- and dynamics (see

dynamic).

pneumogastric, adj., pertaining to the lungs and

the stomach. — Compounded of pneumo- and

gastric.

pneumon-, form of pneumono- before a vowel.

pneumonia, n., inflammation of the substance of

the lungs {med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. ttveu-

jiovta, 'disease of the lungs', fr. TrvEijfxcov, gen.

7rv£U[xovoi;, 'lung'. See pneumo- and -ia.

pneumonic, adj., pertaining to the lungs; per-

taining to pneumonia. — Medical L. pneumoni-

cus, fr. Gk. 7:ve'j|jtovi.x6i;, fr. ttveujacov. See prec.

word and. adj. suff. -ic.

pneumonitic, adj. — See next word and adj. suff.

-ic.

pneumonitis, n., inflammation of the lungs {med.)

— Medical L., formed fr. Gk. TtvEupwav, gen.

TivEUfiovoi;, 'lung' (see pneumo-), with suff'. -itis.

pneumono-, before a vowel pneumon-, combining

form meaning 'lung'. — Gk. Trvsufiovo-, ttveu-

[xov-, fr. 7Tveu[io>v, gen. TtvEUfxovo?, 'lung'. See

pneumo-.

pneumothorax, n., air or gas in the pleural cavity

{med.) — Coined by Jean Itard (1775-1838), an

ear specialist of Paris, in 1803, fr. pneumo- and

thorax.

-pnoea, combining form. — See -pnea.

Poa, a genus of plants, the meadow grass {bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. TiiSa (Homeric and Ion.

TtoiT], Dor. TtotS), 'grass, grassy place', prob.

standing for *7roifa and cogn. with Lith. peva,

'meadow'.

Poaceae, n. pi., the grass family {bot.)— Formed

from prec. word with suff. -aceae.

poaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

poach, tr. v., to steal (game or fish); intr. v., to

hunt or fish illegally. — MF. (= F.) packer,

'to thrust one's fingers into', fr. LG. poken. See

poke, 'to push'.

Derivatives : poacA-er, n., poach-ing, n.

poach, tr. v., to boil eggs without their shells. —
ME. pochen, fr. MF. (= F.) pocher, fr. OF.

pochier, 'to put into a pocket', hence 'to poach

an egg', i.e. 'to boil an egg so that the white sur-

rounds the yolk like a pocket'. See poke, 'bag',

and cp. pocket, pouch.

pocan, n., the pokeweed. — See poke, 'the poke-

weed', and cp. puccoon.

pochard, n., the male of the diving sea duck. —
Prob. derived fr. F. pocher, 'to thrust'. See poke,

'to push'.

pock, n., pustule. — ME. pokke, fr. OE. pocc,

'pustule', rel. to MDu. pocke, MLG. pocke, of

s.m., whence G. Pocke, 'pockmark', in the pi.

:

'smallpox'), prop, 'baglike swelling', and to OE.



pocket

pocca, pohha, 'bag', MLG./Jufce/, 'bag'; fr. I.-E.

imitative base *bhu-, *bu-, 'to blow', whence

also L. bucca, 'mouth'. See buccal and cp. poach,

'to boil eggs', pocket, poke, 'a small bag', pouch,

pox, puck, 'disk', pucker.

Derivative: ^oc/c->', adj.

pocket, n. — ME. poket, fr. AF. pokete, dimin.

formed fr. O\i¥.poque,poke, which corresponds

to OF. pouche, F. poche, 'pocket'. See poke, 'a

small bag', and cp. pock and words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: pocket, adj., pocket, v., pocket-ed,

adj., pocket-er, n., pocket-y, adj.

poco, adv., a little, slightly (musical direction). —
It., fr. L. paucus. See paucity.

pococurante, adj., caring little, indifferent. — It.,

'caring little', compounded of poco, 'little' (see

prec. word), and curante, pres. part, of curare,

'to care'. See cure, v. and n.

Derivatives: pococurante, n., pococurante-ism,

pococurant-ism, n., pococurante-ist, pococurant-

ist, n.

pod, n., seed of beans. — Of unknown origin.

Derivatives: podd-ed, adj., podd-er, n.

pod, n., a cluster of whales or seals. — Of un-

known origin.

pod, n., the socket of a brace. — A var. of pad,

'stuffing'.

pod-, form of podo- before a vowel.

-pod, combining form meaning 'having (a certain

number or a certain kind of) feet'. — Gk.

-TzoSoQ, -TcoSov, fr. Ttous, gen. t:oS6i;, 'foot'.

See foot and cp. the second element in polyp.

Cp. also -poda, podo-, -podous.

-poda, combining form denoting 'creatures

having (a certain number or a certain kind of)

feet'.— Gk. -TroSa, neut. pi. of-noSoc,, fr. ttoij?,

gen. TToSoi;, 'foot'; hence prop. pi. of -pod (q.v.)

podagra, n., gout. — ME., fr. L., fr. Gk. ttoS-

aypa, 'trap for the feet, gout in the feet', com-

pounded of TTOii?, gen. TioSii;, 'foot' and aypa,

'a catching, seizure'. For the first element see

foot, for the second see chiragra.

Derivatives: podagr-ic, podagr-ous, adjs.

podal, adj., pertaining to a foot or feet. — A
hybrid coined fr. Gk. tiou?, gen. koSo?, 'foot',

and adj. suff. -al (fr. L. -alts). See foot. The cor-

rect form is pedal (fr. L. pes, gen. pedis, 'foot',

and L. suff. -dlis).

Derivative: podal-ic, adj.

Podarge, n., name of one of the Harpies in Gk.

mythology. — Gk. ZIoSapYT), lit. 'swift-footed',

or 'white-footed', compounded of ttcj;, gen.

TToSo;, 'foot' (see foot), and apyo?, 'shining,

glistening, white; swift', which is dissimilated fr.

*3(pyp6i; and cogn. with OI. rjrdh, 'shining,

glowing, bright; swift', L. argentum, 'silver', lit.

'the white metal'. See argent.

podesta, n., chief magistrate of an Italian town in

the Middle Ages. —- It. podesta, potestd, 'gover-

nor', lit. 'power', fr. L. potestatem, ace. o( po-

settds, 'power, might', fr. potis, 'able, capable'.
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See potent and cp. words there referred to.

podge, n., anything podgy. — A collateral form

of pudge,

podgy, adj., short and thick; pudgy. — A collat-

eral form of pudgy.

Derivatives : jjorfgi'-fy, adv., podgi-ness, n.

podiatry, n., the treatment and cure of the feet

(med.)— Compounded of Gk. ttouc, gen. tzo-

86?, 'foot', and taTpsta, 'healing'. See foot and

-iatric.

podiatrist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

podium, n., a small dais. — L., 'elevated place',

fr. Gk. TToStov, dimin. formed fr. ttou?, gen.

7ToS6?, 'foot'. See foot and cp. pew, puy. Cp.

also sympodium, appoggiatura.

-podium, combining form denoting afootlikepart,

as in propodium. — ModL., lit. 'small foot'. See

prec. word.

podo-, before a vowel pod-, combining form

meaning 'foot', 'hoof, or 'stalk' (as in Pod-

ophthalmia). — Gk. TtoSo-, TioS-, fr. TTO'ji;,

gen. 7toS6(;, 'foot'. See foot.

Podocarpus, n., a genus of trees of the yew family

(bot.)— ModL., compounded of podo- and Gk.

zapTioi;, 'fruit'. See carpel,

podocarpous, adj. — See prec. word and -ous.

Podophthalmia, n., an order of Crustacea {zool.)

— ModL., lit. 'stalk-eyed', compounded of

podo-, Gk. 6cpi>a>L(x6i;, 'eye' (see ophthalmo-),

and 1st suff. -ia.

Derivatives: podophthalmi-an, adj. and n.,

podophthalm-ic, adj.

podophyllin, n., podophyllum resin. — Formed
from next word with suff. -in.

Podophyllum, n., a genus ofplants of the barberry

family {bot.) — ModL., compounded of podo-

and Gk. 9u>J.ov, 'leaf. See phyllo-.

Podostemaceae, n. pi., the riverweed family (bot.)

ModL., formed fr. Podostemon with suff. -aceae.

podostemaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Podostemon, n., a genus of plants, the riverweed

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of podo- and Gk.

(jTrjjxfov, 'warp', used in the sense of stamen

(q.v.)

-podous, combining form meaning '-footed'. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. nouns ending in -poda.

podsol, n. — See podzol.

Podura, n., a genus ofinsects (entomol.)— ModL.,

compounded of pod- and Gk. oup5, 'tail'. See

uro-, 'tail'.

Derivatives: podur-an, adj. and n., podur-id, n.

podzol, n., also podsol, ashlike soil. — Russ. pod-

zola, 'alkaline ashes', fr. pod, 'under', and zola,

'ashes'.

Derivative : podzol-ic, podsol-ic, adj.

poe, poebird, n., the parson bird. — Poe is a

Tahitian word meaning 'pearl bead'. Captain

Cook who thought the word meant 'earring',

named the bird poe in allusion to the tufts of

curled hair under its throat.

poecilo-, before a vowel poecil-, combining form

poin<:iiiism

meaning 'variegated, various'. — Gk. ttoixiXo-,

TCOixtX-, fr. tzoikIXoc,, 'many-colored, varie-

gated', fr. I.-E. base *peik-, 'to adorn by color-

ing or carving'. See paint and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

poem, n. — MF. poeme (F. poeme), fr. L. poema,

fr. Gk. iT0ir)|ia, 'something done ; acomposition

in verse, poem', from the stem of ttqieiv, 'to

make'. See poet and -m.

poesy, n.— ME. poesie, fr. MF. poesie (F. poe'sie),

Ct.L.poesis, fr. Gk. noiricnQ, 'a making; poetry',

fr. TioieTv, 'to make'. See poet and cp. poiesis,

posy.

poet, n. — ME. poete, fr. OF. poete (F. poete), fr.

L. poeta, fr. Gk. TTOLTjxr]?, 'one who makes, an

artificer, a poet', fr. ttoieiv, 'to make', fr. I.-E.

base *q^ei-, 'to make', whence also OI. cinoti,

cdyati, 'gathers, heaps up, piles up', citih,

'heaping up, piling up, 'collecting, collection',

OSlav. cinu, 'act, deed, order', ciniti, 'to arrange,

put in order', Cp. poem, poesy, posy and the

second element in epopee, onomatopoeia, phar-

macopoeia. Cp. also payyetan, piyyut.

Derivatives : /)oe/as/er (q.v.), poet-ess, n., poetic

(q.v.), poetize (q.v.), poetry (q.v.)

poetaster, n. — ModL., formed fr. L. poeta (see

poet) with the pejorative suff. -aster.

Derivatives: poetaster-ing, n., poetaster-ism, n.,

poetastr-y, n., poetastr-ic, poetastr-ic-al, adjs.

poetic, adj. — MF. (= F.) poetigue, fr. h. posti-

cus, fr. Gk. 7roLT)Tix6<;, 'capable of making, ac-

tive, creative, productive ;
pertaining to poetry,

poetic', fr. ttoitjto?, 'made', verbal adj. of

Ttoielv, 'to make'. See poet and adj. suff. -Ic

and cp. -poietic.

Derivatives: poet-ics, n., poetic-al, adj., poetic-

al-ly, adv., poetic-ize, tr. and intr. v.

poetico-, combining form meaning 'poetic and',

as in poetico-antiquarian.

poetize, intr. and tr. v. — F. poetiser, fr. poete.

See poet and -ize.

Derivative : ;)oe<iz-arion, n.

poetry, n. — ME. poetrie, fr. OF. poeterie, poe-

trie, fr. Late L. poelria, fr. L. poeta; not to be

confused with L. poetria, Gk. 7Toir;Tpia, 'po-

etess'. See poet and -ry.

Pogonia, n., a genus of orchids (hot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. Truycovia?, 'bearded', fr. :r(iytov,

'beard' ; so called from the lip of several species

of this genus. Cp. the second element in Andro-

pogon, Cymbopogon, Tragopogon.

pogrom, n., organized massacre.— Russ. pogro-

ms, 'devastation, pillage', formed fr. po, 'be-

hind, after', which is cogn. with L. post, 'behind,

after' (see post-), and gromii, 'thunder', which is

rel. to OSlav. gromii, 'thunder', vHzgrimeti, 'to

thunder', fr. I.-E. base *ghrem-, 'to give a

hollow sound, to thunder', whence also OF.
grimm, grim, 'cruel, fierce'. See grim and cp.

grum, grumble.

poi, n., food made of taro root. — Hawaiian.

poiesis, n., the action ofdoing or producing some-

thing. — Gk. 7toir]ai.(;, 'a making'. See poesy.

-poiesis, combining form meaning 'production'.

See prec. word.

-poietic, combining form meaning 'making, pro-

ducing'. — Gk. -TTOtrjTixo?, fr. TCOtTjTixoc;, 'ca-

pable of making, active, creative, productive'.

See poetic.

poignancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

poignant, adj. — ME. poinaunt, fr. OF. (= F.)

poignant, pres. part, ofpoindre, 'to prick, sting',

fr. L. pungere. See point, v., and cp. pungent.

Denvative: poignant-ly, adv.

poikilo-, before a vowel poikil-.— A var. spelling

of poecilo-, poecil-.

poilu, n., a French private soldier. — F., lit.

'hairy', fr. poil, 'hair', fr. L. pilus; see pile, 'hair'.

The word poilu was used in the sense 'strong,

brave, courageous' (so esp. by Balzac, in his

Medecin de campagne), whence, in French mili-

tary slang, the meaning 'private soldier'.

Poinae, n. pi., the goddesses of vengeance in

Greek mythology. — Gk. Iloivai, pi. of ttoivt),

'bloodmoney, fine, penalty, punishment', fr.

I.-E. base *q^oind-, whence also Avestic kaena-,

'vengeance, punishment', OSlav. cena, 'price',

Lith. kdina, 'price'. L. poena, 'punishment', is

borrowed fr. Gk. ttolvvj. See penal.

Poinciana, n., a genus of plants of the senna

family (bot.) — ModL., named after M. de

Poincy, a governor of the French West Indies in

the 17th cent.

poind, tr. v., to distrain (Scof. law).— Scot. poynd,

corresponding to ME. pinden, fr. OE. pyndan,

'to shut up, enclose, impound'. See pound, 'en-

closure'.

Derivatives: poind, n., poind-able, adj., poind-

ing, n.

Poinsettia, n., a genus of plants of the spurge

family (bot.)— ModL., named after the Amer-

ican diplomat Joel Roberts Poinsett (1779-

1851). For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

point, n. — ME. point and pointe, partly fr. OF.

(= F.) point, 'a pricking, piercing, dot, mark',

fr. L. punctum, 'that which is pricked, puncture,

point', prop. neut. pp. of pungere, 'to prick,

pierce', and partly fr. OF. (= F.) pointe, 'any-

thing pointed, a sharp point' (fr. Late L. pUncta,

fem. pp. of L. pungere). See pungent and cp.

words there referred to. In its mathematical and

grammatical sense, L. pUnctum is a loan transla-

tion of Gk. (JTiyfi-r,, 'that which is pricked,

puncture, point', fr. n-.l'lzvj, 'to prick'.

Derivatives: point, v. (q.v.), point-less, adj.,

point-less-ly, adv., point-less-ness, n., point-y,

adj.

point, tr. and intr. v. — ME. pointen, partly, fr.

OF. pointer, fr. point or pointe, partly fr. point,

n. See point, n.

Derivatives: point-ed, adj., point-ed-ly, adv.,

point-ed-ness, n., poinl-er, a., poinl-ing, n.

pointillism, n., the French impressionist method



pointillist

of painting based on the effect of dots. — F.

pointillisme, fr. pointiller, 'to dot', fr. point,

'point, dot'. See point, n., and -ism.

pointillist, n., an artist wtio used pointillism. —
F. pointilliste, fr. pointiller. See prec. word and

-ist.

point of view, — Loan translation of F. point de

vue, which itself is a loan translation of L. pUnc-

turn visus, whence also G. Gesichtspunkh

poise, tr. v. — ME. peisen, poisen, fr.-OF. (= F.)

peser, fr. VL. pesare, fr. L. pensare, 'to weigh

carefully', freq. of pendere (pp. pensus), 'to

weigh". See pendant and cp. pensile, pension,

pensive, peseta, peso, and the last element in

avoirdupois, counterpoise, v.

poise, n. — ME. pays, fr. OF. pois (F. poids), fr.

VL. pesum, fr. L. pensum, 'something weighed',

prop. neut. ofpensus, pp. ofpendere. In F. poids,

the -d- is due to an erroneous association of this

word with L. pondus, 'weight'. See poise, v., and

cp. counterpoise, n., equipoise.

poison, n. — ME. poisoun, poison, fr. OF. poison,

puison (F. poison) fr. h. potionem, ace. of potio,

'a drinking, a draft; a magic potion, philter',

whence the meaning 'medicinal potion', and

later 'poisoned drink'. See potion, which is a

doublet ofpoison.

Derivatives : poison-ous, adj., poison-ous-ly, adv.,

poison-ous-ness, n.

poison, tr. v. — ME. poisonen, fr. poison. See

poison, n.

Derivatives: poison-able, adj., poison-ed, adj.,

poison-er, n., poison-ing, n.

poitrel, poitrail, n., breastplate for a horse (arch.)

— MF. poitral, poitrel, fr. L. pectordle, 'breast-

plate', prop. neut. of the adj. pectordlis, 'be-

longing to the breast', fr. pectus, gen. -oris,

'breast'. See pectoral.

poivrade, n., pepper sauce. — F., fr. poivre, 'pep-

per', fr. L. piperem, ace. of piper, 'pepper'. See

pepper ane -ade.

poke, a small bag. — ME., fr. Of^F. poQue, poke,

corresponding to F. poche; of Teut. origin. Cp.

MDu. poke, ON. poki, OE. pocca, pohha,

'pouch, bag'. See pock.

poke, tr. and intr. v., to push, thrust. — ME. po-

ken, rel. to MLG. boken, buken, puggen, MDu.
boken, boken, Du. beuken, MHO. bochen, pu-

chen, G. pochen, 'to knock, rap'; of imitative

origin. Cp. poach, 'to thrust', pochard, poker,

'a card game'.

Derivatives: poke, n., pok-y, adj.

poke, n., the pokeweed. — Shortened fr. pocan,

fr. Virginian puccoon, lit. 'plant for staining', fr.

pak, 'blood'. Cp. pocan, puccoon.

poker, n., a card game. — Perh. fr. G. Poch,

Poche, Pochspiel, a card game resembling poker,

fr. pochen, 'to knock, rap; to brag, boast, defy"

(see poke, 'to thrust"). The game is so called in

allusion to the boastful words of the daring

player: ' Ich poche' (= 'I defy*). See Kluge-

Mitzka, DEW., p. 557 s.v. pochen.
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poker, n., an instrument for poking a fire. —
Formed fr. poke,'to thrust'.with agential suflf. -er.

poker, n., a hobgoblin (rare)— Perhaps of Scand.

origin. Cp. Swed. pocker, Dan. pokker, 'the

devil', and E. puck, 'goblin'.

Derivative: poker-ish, adj.

Polack, n., a Pole; adj. Polish. — Pol. Polak, 'a

Pole'. Cp. Pol. Poljane, 'Poles', Po/i/co, 'Poland',

polski, 'Polish', and see Pole.

polacre, polacca, n., a two- or three-masted

sailing vessel. — F. polacre; cp. It., Sp., Port.

polacra, Du. polaak, G. Polaker, of s.m. Origin

unknown.

Poland, n. — Contraction of Pole and land (see

haplology).

Polanisia, n., a genus of plants of the caper family

(hot.) — ModL., compounded of poly- and Gk.

(icviGoi;, 'unequal' (see aniso-), and 1st suff. -ia.

polar, adj.— ML. poldris (whence also F. polaire),

fr. L. polus, 'pivot, axis, pole', fr. Gk. ttAXo?.

See pole, 'extremity', and adj. suff. -ar and cp.

circumpolar.

Derivatives: polar-ic, polar-ist-ic, adjs., polar-

ity, n., polarize (q.v.), polar-ly, adv.

polarimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

amount of polarization of light (opt.) — Com-

pounded of polar and Gk. jxsTpov, 'measure'.

See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: polarimetr-ic, adj., polarimetr-y, n.

Polaris, n., the polestar. — ModL. Poldris, short

for Stella Poldris, lit. 'polar star'. See polar.

polariscope, n., an instrument for examining the

polarization of light (opt.) — Compounded of

polar and Gk. -cix67rtov, fr. axoTtEiv, 'to look

at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivatives: polariscop-ic, adj., polariscop-ic-al-

ly, adv., polariscop-y, n.

polarize, tr. v., to cause the vibration of light,

heat, etc., to be modified in a particular manner.

— F. polariser, fr. polaire. See polar and -ize.

Derivatives: potariz-able, adj., polariz-ation, n.,

polariz-er, n.

polatouche, n., a small flying squirrel. — F., fr.

Russ. poletutcha, lit. 'the flying animal', fr.

poletat', 'to fly', fr. intensive pref po-, fr. po,

'behind, after', and letat', freq. of letet', 'to fly'.

Russ. po is rel. to OSIav. po, 'behind, after"; see

post-. Russ. letet\ 'to fly', is rel. to Czech leteti.

Church Slav, leteti, Serbo-Croatian leteti, 'to

fly', and prob. also to Lith. lekiu, lekti, 'to fly',

lakslili, 'to fly about' ; see leg.

polder, n., a tract of low land reclaimed from the

sea. — Du. polder, of uncertain origin.

Pole, n., a native of Poland. — G. Pole, sing, of

Polen, fr. MHG. Poldn, pi. Poldne, fr. Pol. Pol-

jane, 'Poles', lit. 'field dwellers', fr. pole, 'field',

which is rel. to OSIav. polje, 'field', fr. l.-E. base

*p(e)ld-, 'flat, plain', whence also L. planus,

'even, level, flat'. See plain, adj., and cp. field.

Cp. also Polack, polonaise, polonium, poulaine.

For the sense development of Pol. Poljane,

'Poles', fr. pole, 'field', cp. Dane.
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Derivatives: Pol-ish, adj. and n.

pole, n., a long piece of wood, stake, mast. —
ME., fr. OE. pal, 'stake, pole', fr. L. palus, of

s.m. See pale, 'stake".

Derivatives: pole, tr. v., pol-er, n., pol-ing,

n.

pole, n., either of the extremities of the axis of the

sphere. — ME., fr. OF. pole F. pole), fr. L.

polus, fr. Gk. TToXo;, 'pivot, axis, pole", which

stands for *q^olos, and is rel. to tt^Xeiv, more
usually as deponent, TisXsaS^ai, 'to be in mo-
tion, to be", fr. l.-E. base *q"el-, 'to bend,

turn'. See wlieel and cp. pulley.

poleax, poleaxe, n. — Lit. 'head-axe', fr. ME.
pollax, (cp. LG. pollexe) ; compounded of poll,

'head', and axe. The spelling /lo/eaA-e is due to a

confusion with pole, 'a piece of wood'.

Derivatives; poleaxe, tr. y.,poleaxer, n.

polecat, n., a carnivorous animal of the weasel

family. — The first element derives fr. OF. pole

(F. poule), 'hen', fr. Late L. pulla, 'hen', fern, of

L. pullus, 'young animal'. See pullet. The second

element is cat. Hence polecat lit. means 'poultry

cat', i.e. 'cat preying on poultry".

polemarch, n., commander of the army (Greek

hist.) — Gk. 7ToXE|j,ap3(o?i compounded of

TtoXejio?, 'war', and apxo?. 'leader, chief, ruler'.

See next word and -arch.

polemic, adj. — F. polemique, fr. MF., fr. Gk.

7roX£(jiix6;, 'pertaining to war, warlike', fr.

n6XE|j,o?, 'war', which is rel. to TrEXenti^sw, 'to

shake, cause to tremble', and cogn. with Goth.

usftlma, 'frightened, terrified, amazed', usfilmei,

'fright, terror, amazement', fr. I.-E. *pelem-, en-

largement of base *pel-, 'to shake, swing',

whence Gk. rraXXEiv, 'to wield, brandish, swing;

to quiver", TiaXTot;, 'wielded, brandished',

OSIav. placha, 'wavering, cowardly', po-plachU,

'terror'. Cp. catapult, pallesthesia, Papilio, Pe-

leus, Polemonium, Ptolemy, sympahnograph.

Cp. also pulse, 'throb', and words there refer-

red to. For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: polemic, n. (q.v.), polemic-al, adj.,

polemic-al-ly, adv., polemic-ian, n., polemic-ist,

n., polem-ics, n.

polemic, n. — F. polemique, fr. MF., fr. pole-

mique, adj. See polemic, adj.

Derivative: polem-ics, n. (see -ics).

polemize, intr. v. — Gk. T:o'Kz\d'C,ziv , 'to make
war', fr. 7:6XEfxo;, 'war". See polemic and -ize.

Polemoniaceae, n. pi., the polemonium family

ibot.) — ModL., formed fr. Polemonium with

suff. -aceae.

polemoniaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

Polemonium, n., a genus of plants, the Greek
valerian (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. polemdnia, fr.

Gk. TToXEfifovtov, 'the Greek valerian", deriv-

ed fr. the PN. IloXepicov, fr. noXe^oc;, 'war'. See

polemic, adj.

polenta, n., porridge made of parched barley,

chestnut meal or commeal.— It., fr. L. poUenta,

polenta, 'peeled varley', which is rel. to pollen,

'fine flour'. See pollen.

poll-, form of polio- before a vowel.

polianite, n., manganese dioxide (mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite from the stem of

Gk. TToXiaivEa^ai, 'to grow gray', fr. nakwc,,

'gray' (see polio-); so called in allusion to its

gray color.

police, n.— MF. (= F.) police, 'political organi-

zation, administration'. (The modern meaning

'police', arose only about the end of the 17th

cent.) MF. police is a secondary form of policie.

See policy, 'method of governing'.

Derivatives : police, tr. v.
,
polic-ed, adj

. , polic-ize,

tr. \.,polic-iz-er, n.

Polichinelle, n., grotesque hero of the French

comedy, corresponding to the English Punch.

— F., fr. Neapolitan Polecenella. See Punchi-

nello.

policlinic, n. — G. Poliktinik, orig. meaning

'clinic open to the patients of the town', fr. Gk.

7r6XiG, 'town' (see policy, 'method of govern-

ment'), and Klinik, 'clinic', fr. F. clinique (see

clinic).

policy, n., method of government.— ME. policie,

fr. MF. policie, 'political organization, adminis-

tration", fr. Late L. politia, 'administration of

the Commonwealth", fr. L. politia, 'citizenship,

the state', fr. Gk. TvoXIxEia, 'citizenship, the

state; government, administration, constitu-

tion', fr. TToXiTY)?, 'citizen', fr. ttoXic, 'fortified

city, state', which is cogn. with Ol. pur (fem.),

piiram (neut.), purih (fem.), 'citadel, city, town',

Lith. pilis, Lett, pf/i, 'citadel'. Cp. police, polity

and the second element in acropolis, cosmopoli-

tan, isopolity, metropolis, necropolis, propolis,

tetrapolis. Cp. also gopura.

policy, n., a document of insurance. — F. police,

'insurance policy', fr. It. polizza, corruption of

ML. apodixa, 'receipt', fr. MGk. arroSEt^t;,

'receipt', fr. Gk. dcTioSeiJi.?, 'a showing forth,

demonstration, proof, from the stem of airoSEi-

xviivai, 'to show Gorth, demonstrate', fr. (Xtto,

'from, away from' (see apo-), and Seixvuvoci, 'to

show', which is cogn. with L. dicere, 'to tell".

See diction and cp. words there referred to.

poligar, n., feudal chief in the former Madras

Presidency (India). — Marathi pdlegdr, prob.

fr. Ol. pdldyan, 'guarding', fr. pdldyate, 'guards,

protects', a secondary form ofpdrdyale, 'carries

over, guards, protects', which is prop, the causa-

tive form of plparti, 'brings over, fr. l.-E. base

*per-, 'to lead across, drive across", which is

identical with base *per-, 'through, across,

beyond', whence L. per, 'through, across, over,

beyond'. See per and cp. words there referred to.

polio, n. — Short for poliomyelitis.

polio-, before a vowel poll-, combining form
meaning 'gray".— Gk. ttoXio-, ttoXi-, fr. rroXto?,

'gray', fr. I.-E. base *pel-, 'dark-colored, gray",

whence also OE. fealo, 'dull-colored, yellow,

yellowish red". See fallow, 'brownish yellow".
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and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also poli-

anite.

poliomyelitis, n., inflammation of the gray matter

of the spinal cord (tried.) — Medical L., com-

pounded of polio- and myelitis.

poliosis, n., canities. — Medical L., lit. 'turning

gray (of the hair)', fr. Gk. 7toXt6<;, 'gray'. See

polio- and -osis.

polish, tr. and intr. v. — ME. polischen, fr. OF.

(= F.) poliss-, pres. part, stem of polir, 'to

polish', fr. L. polire, 'to make smooth, polish',

which is of uncertain origin. It possibly stands

for *po-lire, 'to clean, polish', fr. pref. po- and

*llre, a verb rel. to linere, 'to smear'. For the

pref. po- cp. L. pond, 'I place', which stands for

*po-s(i)no and lit. means 'I lay aside', fr. pref.

po- and sino, 'I set down, leave'; see position.

For the etymology of L. linere, 'to smear', see

slime; for the ending of polish see verbal suff.

-isli. Cp. polite, politesse, interpolate.

Derivatives : /Jo/w^i, n., poUsh-ed, adj., polish-ed-

ly, adv., polish-ed-ness, n., polish-er, n., polish-

ing, n.

polite, adj. — ME. polyt, fr. L. polltus, pp. of

polire, 'to make smooth, to polish'. See polish,

v., and adj. suff. -ite.

Derivatives: polite-ly, adv., polite-ness, n.

politesse, n., politeness, civility. — F., fr. It. poli-

tezza,puHtezza, prop, the quality of beingpo//ro,

pulito (= 'polite'). See prec. word and -esse.

politic, adj. — ME. politik, fr. MF. (= F.) poli-

tique, fr. L. politicus, fr. Gk. 7roXtTi!{6<;, 'per-

taining to a citizen, political', fr. TioXit;, 'city,

state'. See 1st policy and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: politic, n., polit-ics, n., politic-al,

a.d}., politic-al-ly, &dv., politic-ian, n., polilic-ize,

intr. v., politic-iz-er, n.

politico-, combining form meaning 'politics; po-

litical and'. — See prec. word.

polity, n., the form or constitution of the govern-

ment of a state. — Late L. politia, fr. Gk. tuoXT-

TEiS, 'citizenship; policy'. See 1st policy.

polka, n., a lively dance. — F., fr. Slovak polka,

or Czech piilka, 'half step.', dimin. of pol, resp.

pul, 'half.

poll, n., head. — ME. pol, polle, fr. MDu. polle,

pol, 'top of the head, head', which is prob. cogn.

with L. bulla, 'bubble, knob' (with p for b). See

bull, 'edict', and cp. the first element in poleax

and polliwog and the second element in tadpole.

poll, tr. v., 1) to cut, trim; 2) to take the votes of;

intr. v., to vote. — Fr. prec. word. The orig.

meaning was 'to cut off the hairof the head". Cp.

pollard.

Derivatives: poll-able, adj., poll-ing, adj. and

n.

poll, adj., cropped, shorn. — Short for pold,

polled, pp. of poll, 'to cut'.

poll, n., the poll, the undergraduates, the passmen
(Cambridge Univ. Slang).— Fr. Gk. oi TtoXXoi,

'the many', pi. of TtoXiii;, 'much, many'. See

poly- and cp. hoi poUoi.
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poll, n., a parrot. — See Polly. For sense devel-

opment cp. cockatoo.

pollack, pollock, n., an edible fish. — Prob. a

derivative of poll, 'head'.

pollard, n., a tree polled of its top. — Formed fr.

poll, 'to cut, trim', with suff. -ard.

pollen, n., the fertilizing male element of flowers.

— L., also pollis, 'fine flour, milldust', fr. I.-E.

base *pel-, 'dust, porridge made of meal',

whence also pollenta, polenta, 'peeled barley',

pulvis, 'dust', Gk. Tr6XTo?, 'pap, porridge'

(whence L. puis, gen. pultis, of s.m.), TraXr],

'sifted meal', OI. pdlalam, 'ground seeds',

OPruss. pelanne, 'ashes', Lith. pelenaT, Lett.

pelni, OSlav. popelU, Russ. pepelii (formed

through the reduplication of the base), 'ashes'.

Cp. pollinate. Cp. also polenta, powder, pulse,

'seeds', poultice, pulverize, and the second ele-

ment in Paspalum.

poUex, n., the thumb. — L., prob. cogn. with

OS\a.v. pallet, 'thumb', Kui%. pdlec, 'finger', dial.

Russ. pales, 'thumb'. L. palma, 'palm of the

hand', is not cognate.

pollical, adj., pertaining to the pollex.— Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L. pollex, gen. pollicis. See

prec. word.

pollicitation, n., offer, promise (law) — h.pollici-

tdtio, gen. -dnis, fr. pollicitdtus, pp. ofpollicitdrl,

freq. of pollicerl (pp. pollicitus), 'to promise',

which is formed fr. pref. por-, 'forward, forth',

and licere, 'to be permitted'. Pref. por- is rel. to

pro, 'before, for'. See 1st pro- and cp. the pref.

in pollinctor, pollute, porrect, portend, post, 'pil-

lar'. For the etymology of licere see license.

pollinate, tr. v., to fertilize with pollen (bot.) —
Formed with verbal suff. -ate fr. L. pollen, gen.

pollinis. See pollen.

pollination, n. — Formed from prec. word with

suff. -ion.

pollinctor, n., one who washes corpses and pre-

pares them for burning (Roman antiq.) -^ L.

pollinctor, pollictor, fr. pollingere, 'to wash a

corpse', which is rel. to lixa, 'lye'. Pref. pol-

prob. stands fot por-; see pollicitation. For the

etymology of lixa see lixiviate. The n in L.

pollingere is due to the analogy of verbs like

fingere, 'to fashion' (pp. fictus), pingere, 'to

paint' (pp. pictus).

pollinic, adj., pertaining to pollen. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ic fr. L. pollen, gen. pollinis.

See pollen.

polliniferous, adj., bearing pollen.— Compound-
ed of L. pollen, gen. pollinis, and the stem of

ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See pollen and -ferous.

pollinium, n., a pollen mass. — ModL. See

pollen and 1st -ium.

poUinosis, n., hay fever (med.) — A Medical L.

hybrid lit. meaning 'disease caused by pollen',

coined fr. L. pollen, gen. pollinis (see pollen), and
the Gk. suff. -oictii; (see -osis).

polliwog, n., a tadpole. — Earlier polwigge, fr.

ME. polwigle, which is prob. compounded of

polychromate

pol, 'head', and wigelen, 'to move to and fro'.

See poll, 'head' and wiggle.

pollock, n. — A var. of pollack.

poUucite, n., caesium aluminosilicate (mineral.)

— Named after Pollux, the twin brother of Cas-

tor in Greek mythology; cp. castorite. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

pollute, tr. v., to make foul, defile. — L. pollutus,

pp. ofpolluere, 'to defile, pollute, contaminate',

for *por-luere. For the pref. por- see pollicita-

tion. L. -lucre inpolluere is rel. to L. lutum, 'mud',

and cogn. with Gk. Xu[xa, 'filth, dirt, disgrace',

Xu}jia5, 'rubbish, refuse', Xii'&poi;, Xu-S-pov, 'dirt,

gore', Olr. loth, 'mud, dirt', W. lludedic, 'mud-

dy', Lith. lutynas, 'pool, puddle'. Cp. lute, 'a

cohesive substance', and Lythrum.

pollution, n. — Late L. pollutid, gen. -dnis, fr. L.

pollutus, pp. ofpolluere. See prec. word and -ion.

Pollux, n., 1) the twin brother of Castor (Greek

mythology) ; 2) name of the second star of the

constellation Gemini. — L., fr. Gk. HoXuSeu-
xY)<;; see Polydeuces. The shortening of the

word and the shift of the accent to the first

syllable are due to Etruscan influence.

Polly, Poll, fem. PN.— Polly is a rhyming collat-

eral form of Molly, which is a pet form of

Mary.

polly, n., a parrot. — Fr. prec. word.

polo, n., name of a game. — Lit. 'ball', fr. Balti

\nA. polo. Cp. Tibetan ;?«/«, 'ball'.

polonaise, n., a Polish dance. — F., shortened fr.

danse polonaise, 'a Polish dance', fem. of polo-

nais, 'Polish', fr. Polonia, Latinized name of

Poland. See Pole.

polonium, n., name of a radioactive element

(chem.) — ModL., fr. Polonia, Latinized name
of Poland (see Pole and cp. polonaise) ; so called

by its discoverers Pierre Curie (1859-1906) and
his wife, Maria Sklodowska (1867-1934), after

the latter's native land. Cp. prec. word.

polony, n., a kind of sausage. — Prob. from the

name of the Italian city Bologna.

poltergeist, n., a noisy ghost. — G., lit. 'noisy

ghost', fr. poltern, 'to make a noise or row', and
Geist, 'ghost'. The first element derives fr.

earlier buldern, boldern, which is rel. to MDu.
balderen, from the I.-E. imitative base *bhel-,

'to sound, ring, roar', whence also OE. bellan,

'to bellow', belle, 'bell'. See bellow and cp. bcU,

'to bellow', beU, 'metallic vessel'. For the second

element see ghost.

poltroon, n., a spiritless coward, dastard. — MF.
poultron (F. pottron), 'sluggard, coward', fr. It.

poltrone, orig. meaning 'foal, colt', whence
'timid like a colt', augment, ofpoltro, 'foal', fr.

VL. *pulliter, a derivative of L. pullus, 'a young
animal'. See pullet and -oon and cp. poult,

poultry.

Derivatives: poUroon-ish, adj., pollroon-ish-ly,

adv., poltroon-ism, n.

poltroonery, n. — F. poltronnerie, fr. poltron. See

prec. word and -ery.

poly-, combining form meaning 'much, many'.—
Gk. TtoXu-, fr. TioXui;, neut. TtoXii, 'much, many',

which is cogn. with L. plus, 'more', plurimus,

'most'. See plus and cp. hoi poUoi, poll, 'under-

graduates'. Cp. also pleio-.

polyandrist, n. — Formed fr. polyandry with sufiF.

-ist.

polyandrous, adj., 1) practicing polyandry; 2)

(bot.) having 20 or more stamens.— Gk. rcoXuav-

Spoc. See next word. For E. -ous, as equivalent

to Gk. -oi;, see suff. -ous.

polyandry, n., 1) the condition of having more
than one husband at the same time; 2) (bot.)

the presence of 20 or more stamens in one

flower. — Gk. TioXuavSpia, fr. uoXilavSpoi;,

'having many husbands', introduced into bot-

any by Linnaeus in the sense of 'having many
stamens'; compounded of tioXui;, 'much, many'
and av7)p, geri. dvSp6i;, 'man, husband'. See

poly-, andro- and -y (representing Gk. -iS).

polyanthus, n., 1) a cultivated variety ofprimrose;

2) any ofthe species Narcissus tazetta.— ModL.,
fr. Gk. TroXuavfl^o?, 'abounding in flowers', fr.

TToXui;, 'much, many', and (iv-9-o<;, 'flower'. See

poly- and anther.

polyarchie, polyarchical, adj. — See next word
and -Ic, resp. also -al.

polyarchy, n., government by several persons. —
Compounded of poly- and Gk. -ap/lS, 'rule',

fr. ap/oi;, 'leader, chief, ruler'. See -archy.

polybasic, adj., having more than one atom of

hydrogen replaceable by basic radicals (c/iem.)

— Compounded of poly- and basic. See base, n.

Derivative: polybasic-ity, n.

polybasite, n., an iron-black silver sulfantimonite

(mineral.) — See prec. word and subst. suff. -ite.

polycarpic, polycarpous, adj., having many car-

pels (bot.) — Formed fr. poly-, carpel and suff.

-ic, resp. -ous.

polycarpy, n. — See prec. word and -y (represent-

ing Gk. -ta).

Polychaeta, n. pi., a class of annelids, comprising

most marine worms (zool.) — ModL., com-

pounded of poly- and Gk. 7_atTj;, 'hair'. See

chaeto-.

Derivatives: polychaete, adj. and n., polychaet-

an, polychaet-ous, adjs.

polychasium, n., a form of cymose inflorescence

in which more than two branches are produced

from every main axis (bot.) — ModL., com-

pounded of poly- and Gk. "/aai;, 'chasm, sepa-

ration, division', which is rel. iox^^V-'^^ 'chasm'.

See chasm and I st -ium.

polychrestic, adj., having many uses. — Formed
with suff. -ic fr. Gk. T.Mr/yr^n-oq, 'useful for

many purposes', fr. jroX'J;, 'much, many' and

XpyjCTTo?, 'useful'. See poly- and chrestomathy.

polychresty, n. — See prec. word and -y (repre-

senting Gk. -ta).

polychromate, n., a substance which shows a va-

riety of colors. — See polychrome and adj. suff.

-ate.
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Derivative: polychromat-ic, adj.

polychrome, adj., having many colors. — Com-
pounded of poly- and Gk. xp^JJto', 'color'. See

chromatic.

Derivatives; polychrome, n., potychrom-ic,

polychrom-ous, adjs., polychrom-ia, n., poly-

chrom-y, n.

polyclinic, n., a clinic for the treatment of various

diseases. — Compounded of poly- and clinic.

Polycodium, n., a genus of plants of the heath

family {hot.) — ModL., compounded of poly-

and Gk. kwSwv, 'bell' (see codon), and 1st sufT.

-ium.

polycyclic, adj., having many cycles. — Com-
pounded of poly- and cyclic.

polycythemia, polycythaemia, n., a condition

characterized by too many red blood cells (med.)

— Medical L., compounded of poly-, Gk. kuto?,

'a hollow vessel' (see -cyte), aljxa, 'blood' (see

hemal), and 1st sufT. -ia.

polydactyl, adj., having more fingers or toes than

usual (zoot.) — Lit. 'having many fingers';

compounded of poly- and Gk. SaxTuXo;, 'fin-

ger'. See dactyl.

Derivatives: polydactyl, n., polydactyl-ism, n.,

polydactyl-ous, adj.

polydemic, adj., living in many regions (said of

plants and animals). — Compounded of poly-

and demic, in the sense of endemic.

Polydeuces, Polydeukes, n., the twin brother of

Castor (Greek mythol.) — Gk. noXuSeuxTjt;, lit.

'very sweet', compounded of ttoXuc, 'much,

many', and SEuxrji; = yXuxu;, 'sweet' (cp.

Seuxoi;, 'sweetness', a var. of yXeuxo?), for orig.

•SXuxug. See glyco- and cp. Pollux.

Polydorus, n., the youngest son of Priam (Greek

mythol.) — L. Polydorus, fr. Gk. lloXuStopoi;,

from the adj. TroXuSupoi;, 'one who has received

many gifts ; richly dowered", which is com-
pounded of TioX'J!;, 'much, many", and Scopov,

'gift". See poly- and donation.

polyembryony, n., the existence of two or more
viable embryos in the same seed (bot.) — Com-
pounded of poly-, embryon, and suff". -y (re-

presenting Gk. -i5).

Polygala, n., a genus of plants, the milkwort

(bot.) — L., 'milkwort", fr. Gk. TroX'jyaXov,

which is compounded of ttoX'j;, 'much, many",

and yaXa, 'milk'. See poly- and galacto-.

Polygalaceae, n. pi., the milkwort family (bot.)—
Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

polygalaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

polygamist,n.—Formed fr.polygamy with sufl^.-ist.

Derivative: polygamist-ic, adj.

polygamous, adj. — See polygamy and -ous.

Derivative: polygamous-ly, adv.

polygamy, n., the condition of having more than

two wives at the same time. — MF. (= F.)

polygamic, fr. Late L. polygamia, fr. Gk. -o-

XuYan-ta, fr. TtoXyyaptoi;, 'having many wives",

which is compounded of tcoXu;;, 'much, many",

and ydc(j.oi;, 'marriage'. See poly- and gamo-.

polygenesis, n., plurality of origin. — ModL.,
compounded of poly- and genesis.

Derivative: polygenes-ist, n.

polygenetic, adj. — See prec. word and -genetic.

Derivative: polygenetic-al-ly, adv.

polygenic, adj., forming two or more compounds
with hydrogen or other univalent elements

(chem.) — Compounded of poly- and -genie.

polygenous, adj., consisting of many kinds. —
Compounded of poly- and -genous.

polyglot, adj., 1) speaking or writing inany lan-

guages; 2) containing many languages; n., one
who knows several languages. — Gk. ttoXu-

yXcoTTO?, 'many-tongued', compounded of tto-

Xuq, 'much, many", and yXfoTxa, "tongue, lan-

guage". See poly- and gloss, 'explanation'.

Derivatives : polyglott-al, polygtott-ic, polyglott-

ous, adjs.

polygon, n., a plane figure with more than four

angles and sides (geom.) — Late L. polygonum,

fr. Gk. TToXiiytdVov, prop. neut. of the adj. 7::oXu-

yoivo?, 'polygonal', which is compounded of
TtoXiJ?, 'much, many', and -ycovo?, '-angled',

from the stem of ycovia, 'angle'. See poly- and
-gon.

Derivatives : polygon-al, -dd].
,
polygon-al-ly, adv.,

polygon-ic, nd'}., polygon-ic-al-ly, adv.

Polygonatum, n., a genus of plants, Solomon's
seal (hot.) — ModL., fr. L. polygoiiaton, 'Solo-

mon's seal', fr. Gk. TioXuyovaTov, prop. neut.

of the adj. TioXuyovaTO?, 'having many joints',

which is compounded of ttoX-ju, 'much, many'
(see poly-), and yovj, gen. yovaToc, 'knee'. See

poly- and -gon.

Polygonella, n., a genus of plants of the buck-

wheat family (hot.) — ModL., formed fr. Poly-

gonum with dimin. suff. -ella.

Polygonia, n., a genus of anglewing butterflies

(zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. rcoX'jycovot;. 'poly-

gonal' (see polygon and 1st -ia); so called be-

cause of their angular wings.

Polygonum, n., a genus of plants, the knotweed

(bot.) — ModL., fr. L. polygonos, polygonon,

'knotgrass', fr. Gk. jroX'jyovov, of s.m., which is

compounded of tioXu?, 'much, many', and yovj,

'knee' (see Polygonatum); so called in allusion

to the numerous joints.

polygraph, n., a device for multiplying copies of a

writing. — Gk. TioX'Jypacpoq, 'writing much', fr.

TToX'J?, 'much, many', and -ypa9o;, fr. ypi-

oeiv, 'to write'. See poly- and -graph.

Derivative: polygraph-ic, adj.

polygraphy, n., the art of multiplying copies of a

writing. — Gk. TtoX'jypxcpta, 'the act of writing

much", fr. 7ToX'jypa90c:. See prec. word and -y

(representing Gk. -iS).

polygynous, adj., 1) having several wives ; 2) (bot.)

having many pistils. — See next word and -ous.

polygyny, n., the condition of having many wives,

polygamy. — Compounded of poly- and Gk.
yuvrj, 'woman'. See gyno- and -y (representing

Gk. -la).
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polyhedral, adj., pertaining to a polyhedron. —
See next word and adj. suff. -al.

polyhedron, n. (geom.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ttoXijs-

Spov, 'having many seats or sides', compounded
of poly- and cSpS, 'seat; base, side, face'. See

-hedron.

polyhistor, n., a very learned man. — Gk. ttoXu-

iCTTCdp, 'very learned', compounded of TtoXix;,

'much, many', and iaxup, 'knowing, learned',

whence laTopia, 'learning, knowledge'. See poly-

and history.

Derivatives: polyhistor-ic, adj., polyhistor-y, n.

Polyhymnia, n., the Muse of lyric poetry (Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. noXufivia, contraction

of rtoXu'jfxvta, lit. 'the Muse of the many
hymns', fr. 7toXijOti.vo?, 'abounding in hymns',

which is compounded of TroXu?, 'much, many',

and ufjtvoi;, 'hymn'. See poly- and hymn and cp.

Polymnia.

polymath, n., a very learned man, a polyhistor. —
Gk. TroXu^a^TQC, 'having learned much; know-
ing much", formed fr. koXu?, 'much, many',

and [JtaS--, stem of [xav-&aveiv, 'to learn'. See

poly- and mathematical.

Derivatives : polymath-ic, adj., polymath-y, n.

polymer, n., one of two or more polymeric com-
pounds (chem.) — See next word.

Derivatives: polymer-ism, n., polymer-iz-able,

adj., polymer-ize, tr. and intr. v., polymer-iz-

ation, n., polymer-iz-er, n.

polymeric, adj., consisting of the same chemical

elements in the same proportions by weight,

but differing in molecular weight (chem.) — G.

potymerisch, coined by the Swedish chemist

Baron Jons Jakob Berzelius (1779-1848) in 1830

fr. poly- and Gk. ixii>oc„ 'part', which is cogn.

with L. merer!, 'to earn, obtain, deserve'. See

mero-, 'part', and cp. merit. For the ending see

adj. suff. -ic.

Polymnia, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (bot.) — ModL., named after the Muse
Polyhymnia fr. Gk. JIoXu;j.via. See Polyhymnia.

polymorph, n., an organism of several forms. —
Gk. TCijX'J[jLop905, 'multiform, manifold", fr.

-oXu?, 'much, many' (see poly-), and (j[,op97j,

'form, shape". See morpho-.

polymorphism, n. — See prec. word and -ism.

polymorphous, polymorphic, adj., having many
forms. — Gk. 7roXu|icip9oc. See polymorph and
-ous, resp. -ic.

Polynesia, n. — Compounded of poly- and Gk.
Mr;Toc, 'island", which is prob. rel. to vr;-/£;v,

'to swim", fr. l.-E. base *sna-, 'to flow'. See

Indonesia and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: Polynesi-an, adj. and n.

polyneuritic, adj. — See next word and -ic.

polyneuritis, n., inflammation of many nerves at

the same time (med.)— Medical L., compound-
ed of poly- and neuritis.

Polynices, n., the brother of Eteoclcs (Greek

mythol.) — L. Polynices, fr. Gk. noXuvEtxTjc;,

from the adj. TroXuvctxTji;, 'much wrangling'.

which is compounded of ttoX'j?, 'much', and
vEiy.o?, 'quarrel, strife, feud', which is rel. to

vixY), 'victory'. See poly- and Nike,

polynomial, adj., consisting of two or more terms

(alg.). — Formed on analogy of binomial (q.v.)

fr. Gk. TToXu?, 'much, many'. See poly- and cp.

multinomial,

polynuclear, polynucleate, adj. having many
nuclei. — Compounded of poly- and nuclear,

resp. nucleate,

polyonymous, adj., having many names. — Gk.
TToXuMvu^oi;, fr. TtoXiiq, 'much, many', and
6vu(j.a, dial, form of ovojjta, 'name'. See name
and cp. onomato-. For the ending see suff. -ous.

polyonymy, n. — Gk. rcoXuwvujiia, 'a multitude

of names', fr. KoXucovufxo?, 'having many
names'. See prec. word and -y (representing Gk.
-ia).

polyopia, n., double or multiple vision (med.) —
Medical L., compounded of poly- and Gk.
-WTTia, from the stem of oit}', gen. iiizoc,, 'eye'.

See -opia.

polyp, n., 1) a many-tentacled coelenterate, as a

hydra or a coral; 2) = polypus. — MF. (= F.)

polype, fr. OF., fr. 1.. polypus, fr. Gk. ttoXuttoui;,

'octopus", lit. 'many-footed'; compounded of
TToXu!;, 'much, many", and ttoij?, gen. ttoSo?,

'foot'. See poly- and foot, and cp. polypod,

polypus.

Derivatives: polyp-ean, adj. and n., polyp-ous,

adj.

polypary, n., the hard structure of a colony of

polyps. — ModL., polyparium, fr. L. polypus.

See polyp and suff. -ary (representing L. -drium).

Derivative: polypar-ian, adj.

Polypedates, n., the tree frog (zool.) — ModL.,
compounded of poly- and Gk. TtrjSav, 'to jump,

spring'. See pedesis and cp. Pedetes.

polypedatid, adj., pertaining to the Polypeda-

tidae; n., a tree frog of the family Polypedati-

dae. — From prec. word.

Polypedatidae, n. pi., a family of tree frogs (zool.)

— Formed fr. Polypedates with suflF. -idae.

polypetalous, adj., having the petals separate

(bot.) — Formed fr. poly-, petal and -ous.

polyphagia, n., an excessive desire for food (med.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. 7roX'j9ayia, 'excess in

eating', fr. T:oX'J9ayo!:, 'eating to excess', fr.

T.oX'jz, 'much, many", and <fx-;ti-i, 'to eat'. See

poly-t -phagous and 1st -ia.

polyphagic, polyphagous, adj., eating to excess. —
Fr. L. polyphagus, fr. Gk. 7ToX'J9ayoc. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ic, resp. -ous.

polyphase, n., having many phases. — Com-
pounded of poly- and phase.

Polyphemus, n., the one-eyed Cyclops who was
blinded by Odysseus (Greek mythol.) — L.

Polyphemus, fr. Gk. noXu9T,jio;, lit. 'much
spoken of, fr. tcoXu?, 'much, many', and fOli'T,,

'voice, report, reputation'. See poly- and -phe-

mia.

Polyphemus, n., a large American silkworm



polyphone

moth (zool.) — ModL., fr. Polypehmus, the one-

eyed Cyclops (see prec. word) ; so called in allu-

sion to the eyespots on each of its hind wings.

polyphone, n., a graphic symbol representing

more than one sound. — Compounded of poly-

and -phone. See polyphonic,

polyphonic, polyphonous, adj., consisting of more

than one sound. — Gk. 7ro>.ii9<ovoi;, 'having

many tones', compounded of TtoXilt;, 'much,

many' and cpuv-^, 'sound, voice'. See poly- and

phone, 'a sound'. For the ending see suff. -ic,

resp. -ous.

polyphonist, n. — Formed fr. polyphone with

suff. -ist.

polyphony, n., multiplicity of sounds. — Gk.

TtoXuqjfovta, fr. TToXutpcovoi;, 'having many
tones'. See polyphonic and -y (representing Gk.

-oa).

polyphylesis, n., descent from more than one an-

cestor, polygenesis. — ModL., fr. Gk. ttoXu-

(puXog, 'of many tribes', which is compounded
of TToXiii;, 'much, many', and q)uXY], 'clan, tribe'.

See poly- and phyle.

polyphyletic, adj., descended from more than one

ancestor. — See prec. word and adj. suflF. -ic.

Derivative : polyphyletic-al-ly, adv.

polyphyllous, adj., having many leaves {hot.) —
Gk. TtoXucpuXXoc, 'many leaved', fr. TtoXut;,

'much, many', and 91JXX0V, 'leaf. See poly-

and phyUo-. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk.

-oc, see -ous.

polypidom, n., a polypary. — Compounded of

Gk. TioXuTto'jg, 'polyp', and S6|j,oc, 'house'. See

polyp and dome, 'a building'.

polypite, n., an individual polyp (zool.) — See

polyp and subst. suff. -ite.

polypod, adj., having many feet; n., an animal

having many feet. — F. polypode. See polyp and

cp. polypus.

Polypodiaceae, n. pi., the fern family (hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Polypodium with suff.

-aceae.

polypodiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

Polypodium, n., a genus of ferns {bat.) — L., fr.

Gk. TtoXuTtoSiov, 'a kind of fern, polypody'. See

polyp and -ium.

polypody, n., any plant of the genus Polypodium

(bot.) — L. See prec. word.

polypoid, polypoidal, adj., resembling a polyp. —
Compounded of polyp and Gk. -oeiSt;?, 'like',

fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See -oid and adj. suff.

-al.

polyptych, n., a door panel having more than

three folds. — Gk. ttoXutttj/o?, 'having many
folds', fr. TT&X'Jc, 'much, many' (see poly-), and
*-tij5, gen. TiT'jyoc, 'fold', which is related to

TTTuoasiv, 'to fold'. Cp. diptych, triptych,

polypus, n., 1) a polyp; 2) a soft tumor (med.) —
L., fr. Gk. TToX'jTioui;. See polyp,

polystele, n., a cylinder with more than one stele

(bol.) — Compounded of poly- and stele.
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Derivative: polystel-ic, adj.

Polystichum, n., a genus of ferns (hot.)— ModL.,

compounded of poly- and Gk. oTt/o?, 'row,

line, rank, verse' (see stichic); so called in allu-

sion to the many rows of the sori.

polystomatous, adj., having many mouths. —
Compounded of poly- and Gk. axofia, gen.

aT6[j,a-ro?, 'mouth'. See stomato- and -ous.

Polystomella, n., a genus of Foraminifera (zool.)

— A ModL. hybrid coined fr. poly-, Gk. crTOfia,

'mouth' (see stoma), and L. dimin. suff. -ella

(see -ella). The correct form would be Polysto-

matiuin, fr. poly- and Gk. CTTojioiTiov, 'a little

mouth', which is formed fr. gtoixoc, 'mouth',

with the dimin. suff. -lov (see -ium).

polystyle, adj., having many columns (arch.) —
Gk. TToXuctTuXoi;;, fr. noXu;, 'much, many', and
aTuXo?, 'column, pillar'. See poly- and style,

'gnomon'.

Denvdiive: polystyl-ous, adj.

polysulfide, polysulphide, n., a compound of more
than one atom of sulfur in a molecule (chem.) —
Compounded of poly- and sulfide,

polysyllabic, adj., having many (as a rule: more
than three) syllables. — ML. polysyllabus, fr.

Gk. TtoXuCT^XXapo?, which is compounded of

TToXu?, 'much, many', and auXXa^if), 'syllable'.

See poly- and syllabic.

Derivatives: polysyllabic-al-ly, adv., polysyl-

labic-ity, n., potysyllab-ism, n.

polysyllable, n., a word of many (as a rule: more
than three) syllables. — Compounded of poly-

and syllable. Cp. prec. word.

polysyndeton, n., repetition ofconjunctions (rfiet.)

— ModL., prop. neut. of the Gk. adj. ttoXuoijv-

Sexo?, 'containing many conjunctions', which is

compounded of t:oXu<;, 'much, many', and auv-

SsToi;, 'bound together', fr. auv, 'together', and
SsTv, 'to bind'. See poly- and syndetic and cp.

asyndeton.

polysynthesis, n., a synthesis of several elements.

— Compounded of poly- and synthesis,

polysynthetic, adj., united by several elements. —
Compounded of poly- and synthetic.

Derivatives: polysynthetic-al-ly, adv., polysyn-

thetic-ism, n.

polysynthetism, n., union of several elements. —
See prec. word and -ism.

polytechnic, adj., pertaining to the instruction in

many technical subjects; n., a polytechnic

school.— ¥. polytechnique, fr. Gk. ttoajte/vo?,

"skilled in many arts', which is compounded of

TtoXiic, 'much, many', and :tyyT^, 'art'. See poly-

and technic.

Derivatives: polytechn-ics, n., polylechnic-iil,

adj., polytechn-ist, n.

polytheism, n., the belief in many gods. — F.

polytheisme, fr. Gk. 7roAui>cta, 'polytheism', fr.

TToXij&eo?, 'believing in many gods', which is

compounded of TroXug, 'much, many' and deoi;,

'god'. See poly- and 1st theism.

polytheist, n., a believer in many gods. — See
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prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: polytheist-ic, polytheist-ic-al, adjs.,

polytheist-ic-al-ly, adv.

polytomous, adj., divided into more than two sub-

ordinate parts (hot.) — Compounded of poly-

and Gk. xofiy;, 'a cutting', which is rel. to t^ij.-

VEiv, 'to cut'. See tome and -ous.

polytopic, adj., occurring at several places. —
Compounded of poly- and Gk. tottoc, 'place'.

See topic.

polytrophic, adj., obtaining nourishment from

several substances.— Fr. Gk. TToXiixpocpo?, 'nu-

tritious', which is compounded of TtoXiji; , 'much,

many' and Tpocpv], 'food, nourishment'. See

poly- and trophic.

polytypic, adj., having many types. — Com-
pounded of poly-, type and adj. suff. -ic.

polyurine, n., excessive urination (med.) — Com-
pounded of poly- and urine.

polyvalenee, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

polyvalent, adj., multivalent. — A hybrid coined

fr. poly- and L. valens, gen. valentis, pres. part,

of vatere, 'to be worth'. See valent. The correct

form is multivalent, in which both elements are

of Latin origin.

Polyxena, n., daughter of Priam and Hecuba and

bride of Achilles (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.

rioXijEevT), prop, subst. use of the fem. of the

adj. TToX-J^EVoc, 'entertaining many guests, very

hospitable', which is compounded of iroXu?,

'much, many', and 'i,h)OQ, 'stranger, guest'. See

poly- and xeno-.

Polyzoa, n. pi., a class of aquatic animals, also

called Bryozoa (zool.) — ModL., compounded
of poly- and Gk. ^<~)a, pi. of J^mov, 'an animal'.

See zoo-.

polyzoarium, n., a bryozoan colony. — A ModL.
hybrid coined fr. ModL. Polyzoa, a word of

Greek origin (see prec. word) and the L. suff.

-arium, on analogy of aquarium, vivarium.

polyzoary, n., polyzoarium. — A hybrid coined

fr. ModL. Polyzoa (see prec. word) and suff.

-ary (representing L. -drium).

pomace, n., the crushed pulp of apples. — OF.
pomaz, pi. of pomat, 'cider', fr. pome, 'apple'.

See pome.

Pomaceae, n. pi., synonym of Malaceae (hot.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. VL. poma,

'apple". See pome.

pomaceous, adj., 1) pertaining to, or resembling,

an apple; 2) pertaining to the Pomaceae. —
ModL. pomaceus, fr. VL. poma, 'apple'. See

pome and -aceous.
'

pomade, n., a perfumed ointment for the hair. —
F. pommade, fr. It. pomata, fr. porno, 'apple', fr.

VL. pomum (see pome and -ade); so called be-

cause orig. scented with the pulp of lady apples.

Cp. pomatum.

Pomaderris, n., a genus of shrubs of the buck-

thorn family (bat.) — ModL., fr. Gk. TtcSj^ia,

'lid, cover', and S^ppt?, 'skin, leather covering';

so called in allusion to the membranous cover-

ing of the capsule. For the first element see

food, for the second see derma,

pomander, n., a ball ofperfumes.— ME., fr. MF.
pome d'ambre (F. pomme d'ambre), lit. 'apple of

amber', fr. pomme, 'apple', and ambre, 'amber'

(see pome and amber) ; so called from its shape.

pomatum, n., pomade.— ModL., fr. VL. pomum,
'apple'. See pomade,

pombe, n., an African beer made from grain. —
Swahili.

pome, n., the characteristic fruit of the apple

family. — ME., fr. OF., 'apple' (P. pomme), fr.

VL. poma (fem. sing, for orig. L. neut. pL),

'apple', fr. L. pomum, 'fruit', which is of uncer-

tain origin. It is possibly a contraction of *po-

emom, and lit. means 'something taken away,

something plucked', fr. pref. po- [occurring also

in pond, 'I place', which stands for *po-s(i)nd,

and lit. means 'I lay aside'; see position] and

from a derivative of the verb emere, 'to take'

;

see exempt. For sense development cp. Gk. xap-

Ttoi;, 'fruit', which is cogn. with L. carpere, 'to

pluck'. Cp. pommel, Pomona and the first ele-

ment in pomology,

pomegranate, n. — ME. pomegarnet, pomgarnet,

fr. OF. pome grenate (F. grenade), fr. VL.pomum
grdnatum, 'pomegranate', lit. 'an apple with

many grains or seeds'. See pome and grenade

and cp. grain, garnet, granadilla.

pomelo, n., 1) the shaddock; 2) the grapefruit. —
Altered fr. Du. pompelmoes. The change of Du.

pompelmoes to pomelo was prob. due to the

influence of pome. Cp. pompelmous. Cp. also

the second element in tangelo.

Pomerania, n., a province of Prussia on the south

coast of the Baltic Sea. — Fr. Slav./)o more, 'by

the Sea'. For the first word see post- and cp.

Prussia, for the second see mere, 'the sea'.

Derivatives: Pomerani-an, adj. and n.

pomfret, n., a marine fish. — Fr. earVieT pamflel,

prob. fr. F. pample, fr. Port, pampo.

Pomfret cake (Engl.) — Lit. 'cake of Pontefract'

(pronounced Pomfret), from the name of a town

in Yorkshire, England. The name Pomfret is

said to derive from L. Ad Pontem Fractum

('Beside a Broken Bridge"), in allusion to a

broken bridge which was near the town.

pomiculture, n., fruit culture. — Compounded
of L. pomum, 'fruit', and cultQra, 'culture'. See

pome and culture,

pomiferous, adj., fruit-bearing. — Compounded
of L. pomum, 'fruit' and L.ferre, 'to bear, carry'.

See pome and -ferous.

Pommard, n., a kind of fine red Burgundy wine.

— Named from Pommar, south of Beaune, in

France.

pommel, n., a rounded knob. — ME. pomel, fr.

OF. pomel (F. pommeau), dimin. of OF. pome
(F./j<jmme),'apple'. Seepome, and dimin. suff. -le.

Derivatives: pommel, tr. v., pommel(l)-er, n.

,

pommel(l)-ing, n.



pomologist

pomologist, n., one skilled in pomology. — See

next word and -ist.

pomology, n., the art of fruit-growing. — A hy-

brid coined fr. L. pomum, 'fruit', and Gk. -Xo-

yta, fr. -Xoyoq, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See -logy.

Derivatives: pomolog-ic-al, adj., pomotog-ic-al-

ly, adv.

Pomona, n., the goddess of fruit in Roman my-
thology. — L. Pomona, fr. pomum, 'fruit'. See

pome.

Derivatives : pomon-al, pomon-ic, adjs.

pomp, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.)pompe, fr. \^. pom-
pa, fr. Gk. TTOfjLTtT], 'a sending, solemn proces-

sion', which stands in gradational relationship

to TtsijiTTEtv, 'to send'. Cp. pump, 'a kind of shoe',

and apopemptic.

pompadour, n., name of a kind of hairdress, a

dress, a color etc. — Prop, in the style of the

Marquise de Pompadour (1721-64).

pompano, n., a kind of edible fish (Trachinotus).

— Sp. pampano.

Pompeian, adj., pertaining to Pompeii, a town in

the south of Campania, destroyed by an erup-

tion of Vesuvius in 79 C.E. — L. Pompeidnus,

fr. Pompeii. For the ending see suff. -an.

pompelmous, pompelmoose, n,, a shaddock. —
Du. pompelmoes (whence also F. pamplemousse),

lit. 'a thick lemon', fr. pompel, 'thick', and

limoes 'lemon' (see lemon). Cp. pomelo.

pomphoiyx, n., 1) a vesicle; 2) a skin disease

characterized by an eruption of vesicles (med.)

— L., fr. Gk. TiojicpoXu^, 'bubble', a compound
whose first element derives fr. 7ro(xcp6;, 'blister',

which, together with 7t^[X9iE, 'breath, blast,

pustule', is of imitative origin. The second ele-

ment in TTOjitpoXu^ is possibly rel. to the second

element in oiv6tpXu|, 'given to drinking, drunk-

en', and to (pXuEiv, 'to boil over, bubble', ipXetv,

'to abound', and cogn. with L. fluere, 'to flow'.

See fluem and cp. flimflam.

pomphus, n., blister (med.) — Gk. noiifioq,

'blister'. See prec. word.

pompier, pompier ladder, n., a fireman's scaling

ladder. — F. pompier, 'fireman', fr. pompe,

'pump'. See pump, 'device for raising water'.

pom-pom, n., a kind of automatic gun. — Of imi-

tative origin.

pompon, n., an ornament of feathers. — P., prob.

of imitative origin.

pomposity, n., pompousness. — ML. pompositds,

fr. Late L. pomposus. See next word and -ity.

pompous, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) pompeux
(fern, pompeuse), fr. Late L. pomposus, 'pom-

pous, stately', fr. L. pompa. See pomp and -ous.

Derivatives: pom^Jcui-Zy, adv., pompous-ness, n.

ponceau, n., the corn poppy; the poppy color. —
F., fr. OF. ported, a derivative of paon, 'pea-

cock', fr. L. pavonem, ace. of pavo, 'peacock';

see peacock. The corn poppy was called in

French ponceau Git- 'peacock flower') from the
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resemblance of its brilliant color to the bright-

colored plumage of the peacock. For sense

development cp. F. paon, used in some NF.
dialects in the sense of 'poppy'.

ponceau, n., a culvert. — F., dimin. of pont,

'bridge', fr. L. pontem, ace. of pons. See pons.

pond, n., a small lake. — A var. of pound, 'enclo-

sure' ; ;)o«c/ prop, means 'water enclosed".

Derivatives: pond, tr. and intr. v., pond-age, n.

poncho, n., a South-American cloak resembling a

blanket. — Amer. Sp. poncho, an Araucan loan

word.

ponder, tr. and intr. v. — ME. ponderen, fr.

MF. ponderer, fr. L. ponderare, 'to weigh; to

ponder, consider', fr. pondus, gen. ponderis,

'weight'. See pound, 'a weight' and cp. ponder-

able, imponderable, ponderance, preponderate.

Derivatives: ponder-er, n., ponder-ing, adj.,

ponder-ing-ly, adv.

ponderable, adj. — Late L. ponderdbilis, 'that

which can be weighed', fr. L. ponderare, 'to

weigh'. See ponder and -able. Derivatives: pon-

derahil-ity, n., ponderable-ness , n., ponderabl-y,

adv.

ponderance, n., weight {rare). — Formed with

suff. -ce fr. L. ponderdns, pres. part, of ponde-

rare, 'to weigh'. See ponder.

ponderate, tr. v., to ponder. — L. ponderdtus, pp.

of ponderare, 'to weigh'. See ponder and verbal

suff. -ate, and cp. equiponderate.

ponderation, n. — L. ponderatio, gen. -onis, 'a

weighing', fr. ponderdtus, pp. of ponderare. See

prec. word and -ion.

ponderosity, n., weightiness. — ML. ponderositds,

fr. Late L. ponderdsus, 'weighty', fr. L. pondus,

gen. ponderis, 'weight'. See next word and -ity.

ponderous, adj., weighty.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.)

pondereux (fem. pondereuse), fr. Late L. ponde-

rdsus, 'weighty', fr. L. pondus, gen. ponderis.

See ponder and -ous.

Derivatives: ponderous-ly, adv., ponderous-ness,

n.

pone, n., maize flour cake. — Of Algonquian ori-

gin.

pone, n., an obsolete writ for removing a case

from an inferior to a higher court (taw). — L.

pone, imper. ofpdnere, 'to place'. See position.

Ponera, n. pi., a genus of stinging ants (entomol.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. TrovTjpa, neut. pi. of-o-jr|po^_

'painful, distressed; bad, worthless', fr. rrovoc,

'toil, labor". See geoponic.

pongee, n., a fine, soft, unbleached kind of silk.

— Chin, pun-chi, 'own loom".

Pongo, n., a genus of anthropoid apes. — Congo
mpongi.

poniard, n., a dagger. — MF. (= F.) poignard,

formed, with change of suff., fr. OF. poignal,

'dagger', prop, 'anything grasped with the fist',

fr. poing, 'fist', fr. L. pdgnus, 'fist'. See pugna-

cious and -ard. For sense development cp. L.

pugnus, 'fist', pugndre, 'to fight', pugid, 'dagger'.

Derivative : poniard, tr. v.
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pons, n., a bridge (occurring in Latin phrases).—
L. pons, gen. pontis, 'bridge', cogn. with Ol.

pdnthdh, 'path, way", Gk. ttovtoc;, 'open sea',

Traxot; (for *pntos), 'trodden way, path', TraTeto,

'1 step', fr. L-E. base *pent-, 'to go, pass; path,

bridge'jwhence also Goth. ^nj&a«, 01B..findan, 'to

find', prop, 'to come upon'. See find and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also cispontine,

transpontine.

Pontederia, n., a genus of plants, the pickerel-

weed (bou) — ModL., named after Guilio Pon-

tedera (1688-1757), professor of botany at.Pa-

dua. For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Pontederiaceae, n. pi., the pickerelweed family

(bot.) — Formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

pontederiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

pontifex, n., a member of the supreme college of

priests in ancient Rome. — L., 'Roman high

priest, pontiff', lit. 'bridgemaker', compounded
of pons, pontis, 'bridge', and facere, 'to make'.

The orig. meaning was perhaps 'pathfinder,

waymaker". See pons and fact and cp. next word.

pontiff, n., I) a pontifex; 2) a Jewish high priest;

3) a bishop; specif., the pope. — F. pontife, fr.

L. pontifex, 'high priest'. See prec. word.

pontifical, adj., pertaining to a pontiff.— L. pon-

tificdlis, 'of, or pertaining to, the high priest', fr.

pontifex, gen. -ficis, 'high priest". See pontifex

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: pontifical-ity, n., pontifical-ly, adj.,

pontificate (q.v.)

pontificate, n., the dignity of a pontiff". — L. pon-

tificdtus, 'the office or dignity of a pontifex", fr.

pontifex, gen. -ficis. See pontifex and subst. suff.

-ate.

Derivative: pontificate, intr. v.

pontificate, intr. v., to perform the functions of a

pontiff. — ML. pontificdtus, pp. of pontificdre,

'to perform the functions of a pontiff", fr. L.

pontifex, gen. pontificis. See pontifex and verbal

suff. -ate.

pontlevis, n., a term of manege. — F., prop,

'drawbridge", fr. pont, 'bridge', and a derivative

of lever, 'to lift", fr. L. levdre. See pons and
lever.

ponton, n., pontoon. — F. ponton. See pontoon.

pontonier, n. — F. pontonnier. See pontoon and
-ier.

pontoon, n., a boat used to support a temporary
bridge. — F. ponton, fr. L. pontdnem, ace. of
pontd, 'punt; floating bridge', a derivative of
pons, gen. pontis, 'bridge'. See pons and -oon

and cp. punt.

Derivative: pontoon, tr. v., pontoon-ing, n.

pontoon, n., a gambling game, resembling vingt-

et-un. — Corruption of F. vingt-et-un, 'twenty-

One'.

pony, n., a small horse.— Scot, powney, fr. obsol.

F. poulenet, 'little foal', dimin. of F. poulain,

'foal', fr. Late L. pulldnus, fr. L. pullus, 'young

animal, foal'. See pullet and cp. words there

referred to.

pood, n., a Russian weight consisting of 40 Rus-

sian lb.— Russ. pud, fr. hG.pund, which is bor-

rowed fr. L. pondd, 'by weight', whence also

Goth., OE. pund, OHG. pfunt. See pound, 'a

weight'.

poodle, n., a breed of dog. — G. Pudel, shortened

fr. earlier Pudelhund, prop, 'a splashing dog', fr.

pudeln, 'to splash in water', which, like OE.
pudd, 'ditch, puddle', is of imitative origin. Cp.

puddle.

poogye, n., a kind of Indian nose flute. — Hind.

pugi.

pooh, interj. expressing contempt. — Imitative.

Pooh-Bah, n., humorous name of a person that

holds many offices. — Fr. Pooh-Bah, a charac-

ter in Gilbert's and Sullivan's comic opera The

Mikado.

pooh-pooh, interj. of contempt. — Reduplication

of the interjection pooh.

Derivatives: pooh-pooh, n. and tr. and intr.

V.

pool, n., a small body of water. — ME., fr. OE.
pdl, rel. to OFris., MLG. pol, r>a. poel, OHG.,
MHG. pfuol, G. Pfuhl. These words are prob.

cogn. with Alb. bal'te, 'swamp, mud', OSlav.

blato (for *bolto), 'marsh, mud', Lith. bald,

'swamp'.

pool, n., stakes in gambling. — Fr. F.poule, 'hen',

also used as a slang term in the sense of 'stakes

in gambling'. F. poute derives fr. L. pulla, fem.

of pullus, 'young animal'. See pullet and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: pool, tr. and intr. \.,pool-er, n.

poon, n., poon tree, a timber tree (Calophyllum

inophyllum). — Singhalese puna, fr. OI. punnd-

gah, which is of Dravidian origin; cp. Tamil

punnai, Kanarese punnike, 'poon tree'.

poongee, phoongy, n., a Buddhist priest in Burma.
— Burmese phungyi, fr. phun, 'glory', and gyi,

'great'.

poop, n., the afterpart of a ship. — MF. (= F.)

poupe, fr. OProven?./)o/?;)o, fr. L.puppis, 'stem,

poop', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. It. poppa,

Sp. and Port, popa, which also derive fr. L.

puppis.

Derivatives : /loo/), tr. v., poop-ed, adj.

poor, adj. and n. — ME. poure, povre, fr. OF.
povre, poure (F. pauvre), fr. L. pauper, 'poor',

which stands for *pawo-pars and lit. means 'he

who acquires little", fr. paucus, 'little', and the

stem of parid, parire, 'to bring forth, produce;

to acquire, gain'. See pauper and cp. poverty,

impoverish.

Derivatives

:

/?ooWj/i, adj., poor-ling, n., poor-ly,

ad\.
, poor-ness, n.

pop, intr. v., to make a short, quick sound ; tr. v.,

to cause to pop ; n., a short quick sound.— Imi-

tative. Cp. popple.

Derivatives: popp-able, adj., popp-ing, adj. and
n., popp-ish, adj.



pop

pop, n., father.— Short for poppa, a popular var.

of papa.

pop concert, also pop, n. — Short for popular

concert.

pope, n. — ME. pope, ft. OE. papa, fr. Eccles. L.

papa, 'bishop; pope', fr. L. papa, 'father'. See

papa, 'pope', and cp. papal, poplin.

Derivatives: popedom (q.v.), pope-ling, n., pop-

ery, n., pop-ish, adj., pop-ish-ly, adv., pop-ish-

ness, n.

popedom, n.— ME., fr. OE. pdpdom, 'papacy', fr.

papa, 'pope'. See pope and -dom.

popinjay, n., 1) orig., a parrot; 2) a wooden par-

rot hung on a pole as a target (hist.) ; 3) a fop.—
MB. papegay, papejay, papengay, fr. OF.papegai,

papingai, fr. Sp. papagayo, fr. Ar. babagha, fr.

W. African pampakei, a word of imit. origin.

The ending of popinjay was influenced by the

noun jay.

poplar, n. — ME. popler, poplere, fr. OF. poplier

(F. peuplier), formed with suff. -ier (see -ier) fr.

pople (also peuple), 'poplar', fr. L. populus, of

s.m., which is prob. cogn. with Gk. TtTsXsa,

Epidauric ttsX^S, 'elm'. Cp. It. pioppo, Sp.

chopo, MHG. (= G.) pappel, OSlav. topoli

(dissimilated fr. *popoli), which all derive fr. L.

populus. Cp. also Populus.

Derivative: poplar-ed, adj.

poplin, n., a corded fabric. — Obsol. F. papeline,

fr. It. papalina, fern, of papalino, 'papal' ; so

called because orig. made at Avignon while it

was a papal residence (i.e. between 1309 and

1408). V.popeline, 'poplin', is a loan word fr. E.

poplin. See pope.

popliteal, adj., pertaining to the ham (anat.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. poples, gen.

poplitis, 'ham', which is of uncertain origin.

poppet, n. — Earlier form of puppet.

popple, intr. v., to bubble, ripple. — ME. poplen,

of imitative origin. Cp. pop, 'to make a short,

quick sound'.

popple, n., poplar (dial.) — ME. popul, fr. OE.
popul-, fr. L. populus. See poplar.

poppy, n. — ME. popy, fr. OE. popig, fr: earlier

popseg, fr. VL. *papdvum (whence also OF.
pavo), alt. of L. papdver, 'poppy'. See Papaver.

Derivative: popp-ied, adj.

populace, n., the common people.— MF. (= F.),

fr. It. popolaccio, formed with the pejorative

suff. -accio, fr. popolo, 'people', fr. L. populus,

of s.m. See next word.

popular, adj. — L. populdris, 'belonging to the

people' (whence also F. populaire), fr. populus,

'people'. See people and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivatives: popular-ism, n., popularity (q.v.),

popular-ize, tr. v., popular-iz-ation, n., popular-

iz-er, n., popular-ly, adv., popular-ness, n.

popularity, n. — F. popularite, fr. L. popularita-

tem, ace. ofpopuldritds, 'popularity (but only in

its subjective sense, i.e. 'an effort to please the

people'), fr. popularis. See prec. word and -Ity.

populate, tr. v., to people. — Late L. populatus.
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pp. of populdre, 'to people', fr. L. populus. See

people and verbal suff. -ate.

population, n. — Late L. populdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

L. populus, 'people'. See people and -ation.

Derivatives: population-al, adj., population-ist,

n., population-ist-ic, adj.

populism, n., the political theories of the "People's

Party', in the U.S.A. — Formed fr. L. populus,

'people' (see popular), and suff. -ism.

populist, n., an adherent of populism.— See prec.

word and -ist.

populous, adj., full of people. — L. populosus, 'a-

bounding in people, populous', fr. populus, 'peo-

ple'. See popular and -ous.

Derivatives
:
/Joptt/ouj-fy, adv., popuhus-ness, n.

Populus, n., a genus of plants, the poplar (hot.)—
L. populus, 'poplar'. See poplar.

porbeagle, n., a kind of shark. — Of uncertain

origin; perh. compounded of F. pore, 'hog' (see

pork), and beagle.

porcate, porcated, adj., having ridges between

furrows (zool.) — Formed with adj. suff. -ate

(resp. also -ed), fr. L. porca (for *prkd), 'ridge

between furrows', which is cogn. with OE. furh,

OHG. furuh, 'furrow'. See furrow.

porcelain, n. — OF. (— F.) porcelaine, fr. It. por-

cellana, orig. 'the Venus shell', a derivative of

porcella, 'sow', fr. h. porcella, fern, of porcellus,

'a little pig', which is a dimin. of porcus, 'pig'

;

vulva'. The shell is so called from its resem-

blance to the genital organs. See pork and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives : porcel(l)ain-(e)ous, porcel(l)an-eous,

porcel(l)an-ian, porcel(r)an-ic, porcel(l)-an-ous,

adjs., porcel(l)-an-ize, tr. v., porcel(l)-an-iz-ation,

n.

porch, n.— }A¥..porche, fr. OF. ( - F.) porche, fr.

L. porticus, fr. porta, 'entrance, door". See port,

'gate', and cp. portico.

Vierivaiive.: porch-ed, adj.

porcine, adj., pertaining to swine.— Formed with

adj. suff. -Ine (representing L. -inus) fr. L. porcus,

'hog, pig, swine'. See pork.

porcupine, n.— ME. porkepyn, fr. OF. porc-espin

(F. pore-epic), lit. 'spiny hog', fr. OProven?.

porc-espin, fr. It. porco-spino, lit. 'spiny hog', fr.

L. porcus, 'hog', and spina, 'spine'. See pork and

spine.

pore, n., a minute opening. — ME. poore, pore,

fr. MF. (= ¥.)pore, fr. L. porus, fr. Gk. -opoc,

'passage, pore', which is rel. to TreipEiv, 'to

pierce, run through', fr. I.-E. base *per-, 'to

lead across, drive across, traverse, pierce',

whence also L. partus, 'harbor", porta, 'gate,

door'. See fare, v. and cp. porism, the first ele-

ment in Porifera and the second element in ma-

drepore, millepore, multipore. Cp. also port,

'harbor', port, 'gate'.

Derivative: por-ed, adj.

pore, intr. v., to gaze. — ME. pouren, puren, of

uncertain etymology.

Derivative: por-er, n.

1219

porge, tr. v., to make (the meat of slaughtered

beasts) ceremonially clean. — F. purger, 'to

cleanse, purify', fr. L. pHrgare. See purge.

porgy, n. , a perchlike food fish.—A var. ofpargo.

Porifera, n. pi., a division of sponges (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'bearing pores', fr. porus, 'pore',

and fero, ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See pore and

-ferous,

poriferous, adj., having pores. — See prec. word.

poriform, adj.— Compounded of L. porus, 'pore'

and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See pore and -form.

porism, n., a kind of proposition in geometry. —
Gk. 7r6piCT(j.a, gen. noplny.a.'coq, 'deduction', fr.

TTopi^siv, 'to provide a way, deduce', fr. nipoq,

'way, passage'. See pore and -ism.

Derivatives: porismat-ic, porismat-ic-al, adjs.,

porismat-ic-al-ly, adv.

pork, n. — ME., fr. OF. pore, 'pig, pig's flesh', fr.

L. porcus, 'pig', which is rel. to Umbr. purka,

porca (= L. porcds, 'female swines, sows', ace),

and cogn. with OSlav. pras^, 'young pig", Lith.

parsas, 'pig', OPruss. parstian, prastian, 'young

pig', MIr. ore (for *pork), 'a little pig, young of

an animal', OHG. j'arh, farah, 'pig', OE.fearh,

'a young pig'. See farrow and cp. porcelain and

the first element in porbeagle, porcupine, porpoise.

Derivatives: pork-er, n., pork-y, adj.

pornographer, n.— See pornography and agential

suff. -er.

pornographic, adj. — See pornography and -ic.

Derivative; pornographic-al-ly, adv.

pomographist, n. — See next word and -ist.

pornography, n., 1) description of prostitutes or

prostitution; 2) obscene literature. — Lit. 'a

description of prostitutes', compounded of Gk.

TCOpv/;, 'harlot', and -Ypa9ia, fr. YP^9ew, 'to

write'. Gk. TTopvT), orig. meant 'bought, pur-

chased', and is rel. to 7r£pvY)^i, 'I sell', prop. 'I

give for equal value', irpiatxai, 'I buy', prop. 'I

take for equal value', and cogn. with L. par,

'equal', pretium, 'price'. See pair and cp. words

there referred to. For the second element see

-graphy.

Derivatives: pornograph-ic, adj., pornograph-ic-

al-ly, adv.
,
pornograph-ist, n.

porosity, n. — ML. porositds, fr. VL. *por6sus.

See next word and -ity.

porous, adj., full of holes. — VL. *pordsus, fr. L.

porus, 'passage'. See pore, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: porous-ly, adv., porous-ness, n.

porpbin, also porphine, n., a purple crystalline

compound Cj„Hj,N, (chem.) — Coined fr.

porph(yrin) and chem. suff. -in, resp. -ine.

porphyrin, n., any of a group of derivatives of

porphin. (chem.) — Coined fr. Gk. -op9'!)pa,

'purple' (see purple), and suff. -in.

[A itr^hyrite, n. (petrogr.) — L. porphyrites, fr. Gk.

TCOpipupiTTj? (scil. XiS^o?), 'a purple-colored

stone', fr. 7rop<pijpa, 'purple'. See purple and

subst. suff. -ite and cp. porphyry.

porphyritic, adj., resembling porphyry. — Form-

ed fr. porphyry with suff. -itic.

port

porphyrogenite, porphyrogenitus, n., born after his

father's accession to the throne (Byzantine his-

tory). — ML. porphyrogenitus, fr. Late Gk.

TtoptpijpoylvvTfjToq, 'born in purple', which is

compounded of Gk. Tropcpupa, 'purple' (see

porphyry), and ysvviQToi;, 'born', verbal adj. of

ycwav, 'to bear', fr. ylvva, 'birth, origin',

which is rel. to Y^vo?, 'race, descent' ; see por-

phyry and genus. The word TroptpupoyevvviToi;

prop, meant 'born in the porphyry-lined cham-

ber of the Imperial palace at Byzantium'.

porphyroid, n., a schistose, crystalline rock (miner-

al.) — Compounded of next word and Gk.

-osiS^i;, 'like', fr. elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

porphyry, n. (petrogr.) — ME. porfirie, fr. OF.

porfire (F. porphyre), fr. It. porfido, porfiro, fr.

L. porphyrites. See porphyrite.

Porpita, n., a genus of Siphonophora (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. tiopttt), 'brooch', which is rel. to

KEpovT], 'pin, brooch, buckle'. See peroneal.

porpoise, n. — ME. porpeys, porpoys, fr. MF.
porpeis,porpois, ft. porc-peis, lit. 'pig fish", com-

pounded of pore (fr. L. porcus), 'pig', and pels

(fr. L. piscis), 'fish', whence F. poisson, 'fish',

prop, a diminutive. See pork and fish and cp. the

second element in grampus.

Derivative : porpoise, intr. v.

porraceous, adj., leek-green. — L. porrdceus, fr.

porrum, 'leek', which is cogn. with Gk. TrpAoov

(for *7TapCTov ), 'leek'. See prase and -aceous and

cp. porridge, porrigo.

porrect, tr. v., 1) to stretch out, extend ; 2) Eccles.

law) to tender, submit. — ME. porrecten, fr. L.

porrectus, pp. of porrigere, 'to put forward, ex-

tend', fr. pief.por-, 'forward, forth', and regere,

'to make straight, lead, guide, conduct'. Pref.

por- is rel. to pro, 'before, for' ; see 1 st pro- and

cp. pollicitation and words there referred to.

For the etymology of regere see regent, adj.

Derivative: porrect-ion, n.

porrect, adj., stretched out, extended. — L. por-

rectus, pp. of porrigere. See porrect, v.

porridge, n. — A blend of pottage and ME. por-

ray, 'leek broth', fr. OF. poree, of s.m., fr. VL.

*porrdta, fr. L. porrum, 'leek". See prase and cp.

porraceous.

Derivative: porridg-y, adj.

porriginous, adj., pertaining to porrigo. — Form-

ed with suff. -ous fr. L. porrigo, gen. -inis. See

next word.

porrigo, n., eruption on the scalp (med.) — L.

porrigo, 'dandruff", rel. to porrum, 'leek". See

porraceous. For sense development cp. F. poi-

reau,porreau, 'leek; wart'.

porringer, n., a bowl for porridge. — A blend of

earlier pottanger (fr. F. potager, a derivative of

potage), and porridge (q.v.) — For the intrusive

«cp. harbinger, messenger, passenger, scavenger.

port, n., harbor, haven. — ME., partly fr. OE.

port, partly fr. OF. (= F.) port, which both

derive fr. L. partus, 'harbor', orig. 'entrance,

passage', which is rel. to porta, 'gate, door', and
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cogn. with Avestic p^r'tush, 'passage, ford,

bridge', OW. rit, W. rhyd, 'ford', OE. ford, of

s.m., fr. I.-E. base *per-, 'to lead across, drive

across, traverse, pierce'. See port, 'to carry', and

cp. port, 'gate', portico, portolano, opportune,

importunate, and the second element in passport.

Cp. also ford.

port, n., gate; opening in the side of a ship for

loading cargo. — OF. (= F.) parte, fr. L. porta,

'gate, door', which is rel. to partus, 'harbor'. See

port, 'harbor', and cp. portal, Porte, Portulaca,

purslane, and the first element in porthole.

port, n., a kind of strong red wine. — Lit. 'wine

of Oporto', a town in Portugal. Oporto (i.e. a

porta) lit. means "the port'. See port, 'harbor'.

port, tr.v., to carry (a rifle or sword). — The
word orig. meant 'to bear, carry in general'. It

derives fr. MF. (= F.) porter, 'to bear, carry',

fr. OF., fr. L. partdre, for *poritare, freq. of a

supposed primitive verb *porere, which is cogn.

with OI. piparti, 'brings over", pardyati, 'carries

over', Gk. Treipeiv (for *Ti£pt£tv), 'to penetrate',

fr. I.-E. base *per-, 'to lead across, drive across,

traverse, pierce', whence also Goth, faran, 'to

go', OE. ferian, 'to go ; to carry'. See fare, v.,

and cp. port, 'gate', port, 'harbor', apport, com-
port, deport, disport, export, import, portly, pur-

port, rapport, report, sport, support, transport,

and the first element in portmanteau.

port, n., manner in which a person bears himself.

— OF., fr. porter, 'to bear, carry", fr. L. partdre,

of s.m. See port, v.

port, n., the left side of a ship looking forward

from stern to bow; larboard. — Either fr. port,

'gate; opening in the ship for unloading cargo",

or fr. port, 'harbor".

portable, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) portable, fr.

Late L. portabilis, 'portable', fr. L. partdre, 'to

carry'. See port, 'to carry', and -able.

Derivatives: portable, n., portabil-ily, n., port-

able-ness, n., parlabl-y, adv.

portage, n., the act of carrying. — F., fr. VL. por-

tdticum,h. L. portdtus, pp. ofpartdre, 'to carry".

See port, to carry", and -age.

Derivative: portage, tr. and intr. v.

portal, n., a gate. ME., fr. OF. portal (F.portail),

fr. ML. portale, prop. neut. of the L. adj. por-

tdlis, 'pertaining to a gate", used as a noun, fr.

porta, "gate". See port, 'gate'.

Derivative: portaHl)-ed, adj.

portal, adj., pertaining to a fissure {anal.) — L.

partdlis, "pertaining to a gate'. See portal, n.

portamento, n., glide from one tone to another

(inus.)— It., fr. portare, "to carry', fr. L. partdre.

See port, 'to carry', and -raent.

portative, adj. — ME. partatif, fr. MF. (= F.)

portarif (fem. portative), fr. L. portdtus, pp. of

partdre, 'to carry'. See port, 'to carry", and
-ative.

portcrayon, n., a holder for crayons. — F. porte-

crayon, compounded of porter, 'to carry', and
crayon. See port, 'to carry', and crajron.
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portcullis, n. (fort.) — ME. partcoles, fr. OF.
parte coleice (F. parte a coulisse), lit. 'a gliding

door", compounded ofparte, 'gate', and coleice

(F. coulisse), rem. of OF. coleis, 'gliding', fr.

VL. *coldlicius, fr. L. coldtus, pp. of colore, 'to

strain, filter'. See port, 'gate' and colander and
cp. coulisse, cullis.

Porte, n., in full the Sublime Porte, former title of

the Ottoman Government.— F. Porte, in full la

Sublime Porte, fr. It. /a Porta Sublima, which is a

loan translation of Arab. at-Bdb al-'Ali, 'the

High Gate', title of the Ottoman court in Con-
stantinople.

porte-cochere, n., a large gateway for carriages.

— F. porte-cocheres, 'carriage gateway, main
entrance', compounded of parte, 'gate, door'

and cochere, 'pertaining to, or for, carriages',

fem. adj. formed fr. cache, 'carriage'. See port,

'gate', and coach.

porte-monnaie, n., a purse. — F., compounded
oi porter, 'to carry' and monnaie, 'money'. See

port, 'to carry', and money.

portend, tr. v., to be an omen of. — ME. porten-

den, fr. L. portendere, 'to foretell, predict', fr.

par-, 'foreward, forth', and tendere, 'to stretch'.

Pref. par- is rel. to pro, 'before, for' ; see 1st pro-

and cp. pollicitation and words there referred

to. For the etymology of regere see tend, 'to

move in a certain direction'.

portent, n., omen. — L. portenlum, 'sign, token,

omen', prop. neut. pp. of portendere, 'to fore-

tell'. See prec. word.

portentous, adj., ominous. — L. partentosus,

'monstrous ; marvellous', fr. parlentum. See prec.

word and -ous.

Derivatives: portentaus-ly, adv., portentous-

ness, n.

porter, n., a doorkeeper. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

portier, fr. Late L. portdrius, 'a doorkeeper', fr.

L. porta, 'door'. See port, 'gate', and agential

suff. -er.

porter, n., a carrier. — ME. parlour, fr..MF. por-

teour (F. porteur), fr. L. portdtdrem, ace. of por-

tdtor, 'bearer, carrier", fr. portdtus, pp. of par-

tdre, 'to carry". See port, 'to carry', and agential

suff. -er.

Derivatives: /jor/e/-, tr. and intr. \., porter-age, n.

porter, n., an inferior kind of ale. — Short for

'porter's beer'; so called because preferably

drunk by porters. See porter, 'carrier'.

portfire, n. — Formed fr. F. porte-feu, through

the substitution of the £. word fire for its F.

equivalent /e«. Porte-feu lit. means 'fire-carrier".

See port, 'to carry'. (F. feu, 'fire', derives fr. L.

focus. See focus.)

portfolio, n. — Form earlier porta folio, fr. It.

portafoglia, porlafogli, lit. 'carrier of leaves', fr.

portare (fr. L. partdre), 'to carry' and foglio (fr.

L. folium), pi. fogli, 'leaf. See port, 'to carry',

and folio.

Porthetria, n., a genus of moths, the tussock moth
{zool.)— ModL., fr. Gk. Ttop*r)-to)p, 'destroyer.
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ravager', fr. TiopS-stv, 'to destroy, ravage', freq.

of TzipSyav, 'to destroy', which is of uncertain

origin. For the ending se 1st suff. -ia.

porthole, n.— Compounded of port, 'gate ; open-

ing in the side of a ship', and hole.

portico, n., a roof supported by columns; colon-

nade. — It., fr. L. porticus, 'colonnade, arcade,

porch', a derivative of/Jor?«i, 'entrance, harbor'.

See port, 'harbor', and cp. porch, which is a

doublet ofportico.

portiere, n., door curtain. — F., 'door, gate', fr.

VL. *portdria, fr. l^.porta, 'door'. See port, 'gate'.

portion, n. — ME. parciaun, fr. OF. porcian, por-

tion (F. portion), fr. L. partionem, ace. ofportid,

'share, portion',which stands for *partid, fr.pars,

gen. partis, 'part'. See part and- ion. According

to A. Walde (Indogermanische Forschungen,

vol. XXXIX p. 93) L. portid arose through the

assimilation of the term pro *partidne to pro por-

tidne, 'for (his) part or share' (see proportion).

Moreover, the change of *partid to portid

might have also been furthered by the endeavor

to avoid a confusion with parlid, 'a bearing,

bringing forth' (ft. parere). Cp. apportion.

portion, tr. v. — ME. portianen, fr. OF. porcion-

ner, portionner (F. portionner), fr. pardon, por-

tion. See portion, n.

Derivatives: portian-able, adj., portian-al, adj.,

portion-al-ly, adv., portion-er, n., portionist

(q.\.), portion-less, adj.

portionist, n., a student in a college who receives

a certain allowance of food. — ML. portidnista,

'a scholar receiving a certain portion of food',

fr. L. portid, gen. -idnis, 'part, portion'. See

portion, n., and -ist.

Portland cement. — So called by its inventor, the

English mason Joseph Aspdin, from the re-

semblance of its color to Portland stone, i.e.

stone quarried in the isle of Portland, Dorset-

shire.

portmanteau, n., a large traveling bag consisting

of two compartments. — F. porte-manteau, lit.

'cloak bearer', fr. porter, 'to bear, carry', and

manteau, 'cloak'. See port, 'to carry", and

mantle.

portmanteau word, another name for blend. — A
term coined by Lewis Carroll (pseudonym for

Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, 1832-98) to denote

the words coined by him through the combina-

tion of two words.

portolano, n., a mariner"s book containing de-

scriptions of harbors, etc. — It., lit. 'pilot", fr.

porta, 'harbor'; see port, 'harbor". For the It.

suff. -lana cp. ortalano, 'kitchen gardener", fr.

orto, 'kitchen garden".

portrait, n.— MF. (= F.), prop. pp. of portraire,

pourtraire, 'to draw, design". See portray.

Derivatives; portrait-ist, n., portraiture (q.v.)

portraiture, n., the art of portraiting; a portrait;

a collection of portraits. — ME. pwtreiture, fr.

MF. portraiture, fr. portrait. See prec. word and

-lire.

portray, tr. v.— ME. partraien, fr. MF. portraire,

'to draw, design", fr. L. prdtrahere, 'to draw

forth", fr. pro, 'forward, forth", and trahere, 'to

draw". See 1st pro-, and tract and cp. protract.

Derivatives: portray-al, n., portray-er, n., par-

tray-ist, n.

portreeve, n., mayor, bailiff. — ME. partereve,

partreve, fr. OE. partgerefa, 'mayor of a town",

fr. OE. port, 'gate, harbor, town', and gerefa,

'magistrate'. See port, 'harbor', and reeve, 'bail-

iff'.

portress, also porteress, n., a female doorkeeper.

— Formed fr. porter, 'doorkeeper", with suff.

-ess.

Portuguese man-of-war, any hydrozoans of the

genus Pharsalia. — So called from their sail-

like crest which enables them to float on the sea.

Portulaca, n., a genus of plants, the purslane

(bat.) — L. ModL. Portulaca, fr. partuldca, a

derivative of partula, 'a small door", dimin. of

porta, 'sate, door". See port, 'gate' and cp.

purslane.

Portulacaceae, n. pi., the purslane family (bat.)

— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

portulacaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

posada, n., an inn. — Sp., 'home, lodging', fr.

posar, 'to repose, rest; to lodge', fr. L. pausdre.

See pose, 'to place'.

posaune, n., 1) a trombone {mus.)\ 2) a reed stop

on an organ. — G. Pasaune, fr. OF. baisine,

buisine, fr. L. hdcina, for *bou-cana, "an in-

strument made from the horn of an ox", com-

pounded of bds, gen. bovis, 'ox", and canere, 'to

sing". See buccinator.

pose, tr. and intr. v., to place, propose. — ME.

posen, fr. OF. (= ¥.) poser, 'to halt, rest; to put,

place', fr. VL. pausdre, 'to halt, pause' (whence

also It. pasare, 'to rest, stand ; to put, place', Sp.

posar, 'to repose, rest; to lodge", fr. pausa,

'stop, cessation' (see pause); influenced in mean-

ing by an association in Late L. with L. pos-, the

stem of pos-ui and pos-itus, perfect, resp. pp., of

ponere, 'to put, place' (see position). Cp. appose,

depose, juxtapose, repose. Cp. also posada.

Derivative: pas-er, n.

pose, n., attitude. — F., fr. poser, 'to place'. See

pose, 'to place'.

Derivative: pose-y, adj.

pose, tr. v., to embarrass, puzzle. — Shortened

fr. oppose.

Derivative: pas-er, n., a puzzling question.

Poseideon, n., name of the 6th month of the Attic

Greek calendar (corresponding to December-

January). — Gk. IIoaEiSECjv. lit. 'month dedi-

cated to Poseidon', fr. IToaetSoJv. See next word.

Poseidon, n., the god of earthquakes and of the

sea in Greek mythology. — L. Poseidon, fr. Gk.
rioaeiScov (Dor. IIoTstSav ), which is of uncer-

tain origin. According to Wilamowitz the name
IIooEtSwv is compounded of ttoctk;, 'master'.
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and 8a, a secondary form of y^i, 'earth' (see po-

tent and Demeter), hence lit. means 'master of

the earth'.

poseur, n., one who poses. — F., fr. poser, 'to

pose'. See pose, 'to place'.

posit, tr. v., to assert. — L. positus, pp. oi pond,

ponere, 'to place'. See next word.

position, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. L. positionem, ace.

of positio, 'a placing, setting, situation, posi-

tion', fr. positus, pp. of pono, 'I put, place, lay",

which is a contraction of *pozno, from *po-

s(i)nd, lit. 'I lay aside', fr. pref. po- and sino, 'I

set down, leave'. See site and cp. component,

compose, composition, compost, compomid, con-

traposition, depone, deposit, dispose, disposition,

entrepot, exposition, expound, imponent, impose,

imposition, impost, 'task', impost, 'upper part ofa

pillar', impostor, interposition, juxtaposition, op-

ponent, oppose, oviposit, pone, 'an obsolete writ',

positive, post of a soldier, post for conveying let-

ters, posture, praepostor, prepositor, priest, pro-

ponent, propose, proposition, propound, provost,

purpose, repository, superpose, suppose, supposi-

tion, suppository, transpose. For po-, the prefix

of *po-s(i)n6, cp. polish, pome.

Derivatives: position, tr. v., position-al, adj.

positive, adj.— ME. positif, fr. OF. (= F.) positif

(fem. positive), fr. L. positivus, 'settled by agree-

ment' (opposed to natUralis, 'natural'), fr. posi-

tus, pp. oi ponere, 'to place'. See position and

-ive and cp. dispositive, expositive.

Derivatives: positive, n., positive-ly, adv., posi-

tive-ness, n., positivism (q.v.), positivist (q.v.),

positiv-ity, n.

positivism, n., the philosophical system of Augus-

te Comte. — F. positivisme, coined by Auguste

Comte (1798-1857) fr. positif, fem. positive. See

prec. word and -ism.

positivist, n., an adherent of positivism. — See

prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: positivist-ic, adj., positivist-ic-at-ly,

adv.

positron, n., a positively charged electron (phys.

and cliem.) — Coined from the abbreviation of

posHtne) ie\ec)tron.

posologist, n., a compounder of doses. — See

next word and -ist.

posology, n., the science of doses (med.) — F.

posologie, compounded of Gk. r.oaoc,. 'how

much', and -Xovia, fr. -Xoyoq, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. The first element derives fr. I.-E.

base *q^''o-, whence also L. qui, quae, quod,

'which', quis ?, 'who ?', quid ?, 'what ?', Ol. kdti,

Hitt. kuwatta, L. quot, 'how many?'. See what,

who and cp. quod, quid. For the second element

see -logy.

Derivatives: posolog-ic-al, adj., posolog-ist, n.

posse, n., 1) possibility; 2) short for posse comita-

tus. — ML. posse, 'power', fr. L. posse, 'to be

able', infin. otpossum, 'I can, am able'. See pos-

sible.
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posse comitatus, the power of the county (law).—
ML. posse comitatus, fr. posse, 'power' (see prec.

word), and gen. of comitatus, 'county', fr. L.

comitatus, 'escort, retinue'. See county,

possess, tr. v.— MB. possessen,fi. OF.possessier,

fr. L. possessus, pp. of possidere, 'to possess',

which stands for *pots-sidere, lit. 'to sit as a

master'. The first element is a contraction of

potis, 'able, mighty, powerful', whence potens,

gen. potentis, 'able, capable', possum (for potis

sum), 'I am able' ; see potent and cp. words there

referred to. The second element is rel. to sedere,

'to sit', sldere, 'to sit down'. See sedentary.

Derivatives: possess-ed, adj., possession (q.v.),

possessive (q.v.), possessor (q.v.)

possession, n. — ME. possessioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

possession, fr. L. possessionem, ace. ofpossessio,

'a possessing, possession', fr. possessus, pp. of

possidere. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: possession, intr. v., possession-al,

ad'}., possession-ary, adj., possession-ed, adj.

possessive, adj. — MF. (= F.) possessif (fem.

possessive), fr. L. posses.^ivus, 'relating to pos-

session, possessive', fr. possessus, pp. of possi-

dere; see possess and -ive. L. possessivus was

coined by the Roman rhetorician Marcus Fa-

bius Quintilianus (cca 35-cca 95 C.E.) to trans-

late Gk. JCTTiTixoi;, 'acquisitive; possessive' (fr.

y.Taaftai, 'to get for oneself, acquire').

Derivatives: possessive, n., possessiv-al, adj.,

possessive-ly, adv., possessive-ness, n.

, possessor, n. — ME. possessour, fr. MF. (= F.)

possesseur, fr. L. possessorem, ace. ofpossessor,

'possessor', fr. possessus, pp. of possidere. See

prec. word and agential suff. -or.

possessory, adj. — Late L. possessorius, 'relating

to possession', fr. L. possessor. See prec. word

and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivative : possessori-ness, n.

posset, n., a drink of hot milk curdled with ale or

wine. — ME. poshote, of uncertain origin.

Derivative: posset, tr. and intr. v.

possibilist, n., an adherent of a political party

which aims only at the realization of what is

immediately possible. — F. possibiliste, fr. Sp.

posibilista, fr. posible, 'possible', fr. L. possibilis.

See possible and -ist.

possibility, n. — ME. possibilite, fr. OF. possi-

bilite (F. possibilite), fr. L. possibilitatem, ace. of

possibilitas, fr. possibilis. See next word and

-ity.

possible, adj. — F., fr. L. possibilis, 'possible', fr.

possum, '1 am able'. See possess and -iblc.

Derivatives: possible, n., possible-ness, n., pos-

sibl-y, adv.

'possum, n. — Aphetic for opossum,

post, n., pillar. — ME., fr. OF., fr. L. postis,

'doorpost', for *por-stis, lit. 'standing out',

which is cogn. with OI. p[-f!hdm, 'back, roof,

peak', Avestic par-shti (dual), 'back', Gk. 7ta-

oTa?, gen. Tzrx.axi.Zoc, (fr. *7tap<i-raS- ) , a col-

lateral form of TvapaaTa?, gen. reapaaxaSoi;,
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'porch in front of the house, colonnade', MHG.
virst, 'ridgepole', Lith. pifstas, OSlav. pristii,

prUsta, 'finger', lit. 'something standing out',

OHG. first, MHG. virst, G. First, 'ridgepole',

MDu. verste, vorst, OS. first, OB. fierst, first, of

s.m. See 1st pro- and state.

Derivative: post, tr. v.

post, n., the place where a soldier is stationed. —
MF. (= F.) poste, fr. It. posto, fr. VL. postum,

fr. L. positum, neut. pp. of ponere, 'to put,

place'. See position.

Derivative: post, tr. v.

post, n., oflice for conveying letters. — MF.
(= F.) poste, fr. It. posta, fr. VL. posta, whose

original meaning was 'a place where men are sta-

tioned for the conveyance of messages or let-

ters', fr. L. imdnsio) posita, 'a fixed halting place

or station', fem. pp. of ponere, 'to put, place'.

See position and cp. prec. word. Cp. also pos-

tilion, poste restante.

Derivatives : post, intr. and tr. v., post-age, a.,

post-al, £L<ii.,postal-ly, adv.

post, adv., with post horses ; rapidly.— From the

phrase to ride post, abbreviation of to ride in

post. See post, 'office for conveying letters'.

post-, pref meaning 'behind, after'.— L., fr. post,

'behind, after', fr. earlier *pos-ti, cogn. with

Toch. B postam, 'after'. Arm. ^st, 'after'. Arca-

dian and Cypriote tio;, Dor. ttoti, 'toward, to,

near, close by', OSlav. po, 'behind, after', poz-

da, 'late' (adj.), poz-de, 'late' (arfv.), Lith. pas, 'at,

by' ; fr. l.-E. *pos-, enlargement of *po-, whence

Gk. aTTo, 'from', L. ab, 'away from', Cp. OI.

/)a/-ca, Lith. /)aia-A:«(,;)a.s-A:«r(which prob. stand

for I.-E. *pos-q"o), 'behind, after'. See ab, apo-

and cp. posterior, postilion. Cp. also the pref. in

polatouche and in Pomerania, Prussia,

postdate, tr. v., to assign (to a document) a date

later than the real date.— Compounded of post-

and date, v. See date, 'point of time'.

postdate, n., a date assigned (to a document) later

than the real date.— Compounded of post- and

date, 'point of time'.

postdiluvial, adj., later than the deluge. — Com-

pounded of post- and diluvial. Cp. next word,

postdiluvian, n., one living after the diluvial epoch.

— Compounded of post- and diluvian. Cp. prec.

word.

posteen, n., an Afghan leathern pelisse (Anglo-

Indian). — Pers. postln, 'of leather', fr. post,

'hide, leather', which is rel. to Pehlevi post,

Avestic pqsto, of s.m.

poster, n., bill, placard. — Formed fr. post, 'pil-

lar', with suff. -er.

poste restante, 1) a direction on mail asking that

it be held at the post office until called for; 2) a

post-office department in charge of such mail.

— F., 'remaining post'. For the first word see

3rd post. F. restante is fem. ofrestant, pres. part,

of rester, 'to remain' ; see rest, 'to remain'.

posterior, adj., later, subsequent. — L., compar.

of posterns, 'coming after, following, later',

cogn. with Lith. pastaras, 'the last, the hind-

most'. L. posterus is a derivative of the prep.

post, 'after' (as Lith. pastaras, derives fr. Lith.

pas, 'at, by'). See post- and cp. postern, pre-

posterous, a posteriori.

Derivatives: posterior, n., posterior-ic, adj.,

posterior-ic-al-ly, adv., posterior-ist-ic, adj.,

posterior-ist-ic-al-ly, adv., posteriority (q.v.),

posterior-ly, adv.

posteriority, n., the quality or state of being later.

— F. posteriorite, fr. ML. posterioritdtem, ace.

ofposterioritas, fr. L. posterior, 'later'. See prec.

word and -ity.

posterity, n., 1) descendants; 2) all succeeding

generations. — ME. posterite, fr. MF. (= F.)

posterite, fr. L. posteritdtem, ace. of posteritds,

fr. posterus, 'coming after'. See posterior and -ity.

postern, n., 1) formerly, a back door or gate; 2) a

hidden entrance; 3) a way of escape. — ME.

posterne, fr. OF. posterne (F.poterne), fr. earlier

posterle, fr. Late h.posterula, 'a small door, back

door', dimin. of L. (jdnua) postera, 'back door',

fem. of posterus, 'coming after, following'. See

posterior.

Derivative: postern, n.

postero-, combining form meaning 'posterior

and'. — Fr. L. posterus, 'coming after', fr. post,

'after'. See post-, posterior,

postexilian, adj., pertaining to the time subse-

quent to the Babylonian captivity. — Formed

fr. pref. post-, L. exilium (see exile) and suflf. -an.

postexilic, adj., postexilian.— See prec. word and

-ic.

postfrontal, adj., situated behind the frontal bone

(anat.) — Formed fr. post- and frontal,

postglacial, adj., subsequent to the glacial period

(geol.) — Formed fr. post- and glacial,

postgraduate, n., a student taking a course after

his graduation; adj., pertaining to studies pur-

sued after graduation. — Formed fr. post- and

the noun graduate,

posthaste, adv., n., and adj. — Compounded of

post, adv., and haste,

posthumous, adj. — L. posthumus, alteration of

postumus, 'the last; late born', prop, superl. of

post, 'after', whence also the compar. posterior;

see posterior. The spelling with h is due to a con-

fusion of the superlative suff. -umus in postumus

with L. humus, 'earth', whence humdre, 'to cover

with earth, to bury'. L. postumus was spelled

Late L. posthumus and explained as 'born after

the father is buried'. For E. -ous, as equivalent

to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: posthumous-ly, adv., poslhumous-

ness, n.

posticbe, n., 1) adj., counterfeit; artificial; 2) n., a

counterfeit; something artificial. — F., fr. It.

pasticcio, aphetic form of apposticcio, lit. 'added

to', fr. Late L. appositicius, '(something) added',

fr. L. appositus, pp. of apponere, 'to add', fr. ad-

and ponere, 'to put, place'. See position and cp.

apposite.
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posticous, adj., situated behind, posterior. — L.

posticus, 'hinder', fr. post, 'after'. See post-. For
E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

postil, also postille, n., a marginal explanatory

note, esp. in the Bible. — ME. postille, fr. MF.
(= F.) postille, fr. ML. postilla, which prob.

stands for L. post ilia (scil. verba iextUs), 'after

those words of the text', fr. post, 'after', pi. of

illud, neut. of ille, 'that'. See post- and ille and
cp. apostil.

postil, tr. v., to write marginal notes in (a text,

esp. that of the Bible). — ME. postilen, fr. MF.
postiller, fr. ML. postillare, fr. postilla. See

postil, n.

postilion, postillion, n. — F. postilion, fr. It. posti-

glione, a derivative of posta, 'post'. See post,

'office for conveying letters'.

postliminy, n., the right of persons who had been

taken captive to return to their former status. —
L. postliminium, 'the right of a prisoner of war
to resume his former privileges', lit. 'return be-

hind one's threshold', fr. post, 'behind, after',

and limen, gen. liminis, 'threshold'. See post- and

limen.

Derivative : ;)o.sr/(m(n-ar>', adj.

postmaster, n., an official in charge of a post

office. — Compounded of post, 'office for con-

veying letters' and master.

Derivative: postmaster-ship, n.

postmaster, n., one of the scholars at Merton

College, Oxford. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivative : postmaster-ship, n.

postmeridian, adj., pertaining to the afternoon.—
L. postmerldianus, 'in the afternoon', fr. post

meridiem, 'after noon'. See next word.

post meridiem, after noon. — L., fr. post, 'after',

and ace. of meridies, 'midday, noon'. See post-

and meridian and cp. ante meridiem.

post-mortem, adj., occurring after death. — L.

post mortem, 'after death', fr. post, 'after' (see

post-), and ace. of mors, 'death' (see mortal).

post-mortem, n. — Short for post-mortem exam-
ination.

postnatal, adj., occurring after birth. — Formed
fr. post- and natal. Cp. next word and prenatal.

postnatus, pi. postnati, born after an important

historical event. — L., 'born after', fr. post- and
natus (pi. nati), pp. of nasci, 'to be born'. See

natal.

postnuptial, adj., happening after marriage. —
Formed fr. post-, and nuptial. Cp. antenuptial.

Derivative: postnuptial-ly, adv.

post-obit, adj., made after death, effective after

death. — Shortened fr. L. post obitum, 'after

death", fr. post, 'after', and ace. of obitus, 'death'.

See post- and obit.

post-obit, n. — Short for post-obit bond.

postorbital, adj., situated behind the orbit of the

eye (anat. and zool.) — Formed fr. post-, orbit

and adj. suff. -al.

postpartum, adj., occurring after childbirth. —

-

Fr. L. post partum, 'after birth', fr. post, 'after'
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(see post-), and ace. ofpartus, 'a bearing, bring-

ing forth', fr. partus, pp. of parere, 'to bring

forth'. See parturient.

postpone, tr. v. — L. postponere, 'to put after,

place after, to postpone', fr. post- and ponere

(pp. positus), 'to put, place'. See position.

Derivatives: postpon-able, adj., postpone-ment,

n. , postpon-er, n.

postposition, n., the act of placing after. —
Formed with suff. -ion fr. L. postposiliis, pp. of
postponere. See prec. word.

postposition, n., a word placed after an other. —
Formed fr. post- and position, on the analogy of
preposition.

Derivative: postposition-al, adj.

postpositive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

postpositus, pp. of postponere. See postpone.

'DerhiM.ivci. postpositive, n.,postpositive-ly, adv.

postprandial, adj., after dinner. — Formed fr.

post-, L. prandium, 'midday meal', and suff. -al.

See prandial and cp. anteprandial.

postscript, n. — L. postscriptum, 'written after',

neut. pp. of postscribere, 'to write after', fr.

post- and scrlbere, 'to write'. See scribe and cp.

script.

postulant, n., 1) one who requests; 2) one who
seeks admission to a religious order.— F., fr. L.

postulantem, ace. of postuldns, pres. part, of
postulare. See next word and -ant.

Derivative : postulant-ship, n.

postulate, tr. v., to claim; to take for granted. —
h. poifuldtus, pp. ofpostulare, 'to ask, demand,
request', fr. *posc-tos, pp. of posed, poscere, 'to

ask urgently, demand', fr. *porc-scd, which
stands for *pr(J<.)-skd [inchoative of base *pe-

rek-, *perk-, *prli-, 'to ask (questions), to re-

quest'], and corresponds to Ol. prcchdti, Aves-

tic p r saili, 'interrogates', Toch. A praksa(m),
'1 request'. Arm. harci, '1 interrogated" (whence

the present harcanem, 'I interrogate'), OHG.
forskon (whence MHG. vorschen, G.forschen),

'to search, inquire". For further derivatives of

base *perek-, *perk- *prk- see pray.

postulate, n., a self-evident proposition. — L.

postulatum, 'demand, request", prop, 'that which
is requested", neut. pp. of postulare. See postu-

late, V.

postulation, n. — ME. postulacion, fr. MF.
(= F.) postulation, fr. L. postuldtionem, ace. of

postulatio, 'a demanding, requiring", fr. postu-

Idlus, pp. ofpostulare. See postulate, v., and -ion.

Derivative: poslulation-al, adj.

postulatum, n., a postulate. — L. See postulate, n.

posture, n. — F., fr. It. poslura, 'position, pos-

ture', fr. L./io«'/«/-a,'position, posture, situation",

fr. positus, pp. of ponere. See position and -ure.

Derivative: postur-al, adj.

posy, n., 1) orig. a motto inside a ring; 2) a

bouquet. — Contraction of poesy.

pot, n., a round vessel. — ME., fr. OE. pott, fr.

VL. />o/f«i (whence also MDu., Du. pot, F.pol),

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. potage, poteen.
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potiche, pottage, pottle, putty, the first element

in potash, potsherd, and the second element in

hotchpot. Cp. also porridge.

Derivatives: pot, tr. and intr. v., pott-ed, adj.,

potter, n. (q.\.), pott-ing, n.

pot, n., a deep hole (Scot, and dial. E.) — ME.
pot, 'hole'. Cp. Swed. dial, pott, putt. Cp. also

the first element in pothole.

potable, adj., drinkable. — Late L. potabilis,

'drinkable", fr. L. potdre, 'to drink'. See potion

and -able.

Derivatives: potable, n., potabil-ity, n., potable-

ness, n.

potage, n., a thick soup. — F., 'soup, broth',

formed fr. pot, 'pot', with suff. -age. See pot and

cp. pottage.

potam-, form of potamo- before a vowel.

potamic, adj., pertaining to rivers. — Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. TroTajxo;. See next word.

potamo-, before a vowel potam-, combining form

meaning 'river'. — Fr. Gk. 7roTajjL6<;, 'river', lit.

'that which moves downward, that which flows',

fr. I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to fall upon', whence

also mTTTsiv, 'to fall'. See feather and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in hippopotamus, Mesopotamia.

Potamogeton, n., a genus of plants occurring in

quiet waters, the pondweed (hot.) — L. pota-

mogeton, 'pondweed', fr. Gk. 7i:oTa|ji.OYEiTo>v,

which is compounded of -KOTOifxoq, 'river' (see

potamo-), and yeL-:(i>'J, 'neighbor, which is of

unknown etymology; so called in allusion to its

place of growth.

potamology, n., the study of rivers. — Com-
pounded of potamo- and Gk.-Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

potash, n. — Orig. pi. potashes, fr. Dn. potaschen

(now potas) (whence also G. Pottasche, Dan.

potaske, Swed. pottaska), lit. 'ashes in the pot',

so called because originally obtained from veg-

etable substances burnt in a pot; see pot, 'a

round vessel", and ash, 'dust'. French potasse

and It. potassa are Teut. loan words.

Derivatives: potash, tr. v., potash-ery, n.

potass, n., potash, potassa, potassium. — F. po-

tasse. See potash.

potassa, n., potassium monoxide. — A ModL.
word formed fr. potash (q.v.)

potassamide, n., potassium amide, KNH, (chem.)

— Short for potassium amide.

potassium, n., a metallic alkaline element (chem.)

— ModL., coined by the English chemist Sir

Humphrey Davy (1778-1829) fr. ML. potassa.

Latinized form of potash (q.v.) See also potass.

For the ending see 2nd sufF. -ium.

Derivatives; potass-ic, adj., potassi-ferous, adj.

potation, n., drinking. — ME. potacioun, fr. OF.
potacion, fr. L. potStionem, ace. of potdtio, 'a

drinking', fr. potdtus, pp. oi potdre, 'to drink'.

See potion and -atioii.

potato, n.— Sp. patata, 'potato', a var. of batata.

'sweet potato', fr. Taino batata. Cp. batata.

poteen, potheen, n., in Ireland, whisky distilled il-

licitly. — Ir. poitln, 'a little pot', formed fr. E.

pot, 'a round vessel', with dimin. suff. -In

(whence E. -eeri).

potence, n., gallows. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

potence, 'power, support, crutch, gallows', fr.

potentia, 'power, might', fr. potens, gen. -entis;

see potent and -cy. L. potentia is prop, loan

translation of Gk. 8uva(j.ic.

potence, n., potency.— OF. potence, 'power'. See

prec. word.

potency, n.— L. potentia, 'power', fr. potens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -cy and cp. potence (in

both senses).

potent, adj. — L. potens, gen. potentis, 'able,

mighty, powerful', pres. part, ofposse (for potis

esse), 'to be able', fr. potis, 'able, capable,

powerful', which is cogn. with OI. pdtifi,

'master, husband', Toch. A pats, 'husband',

Gk. TTOui? (for *Tz6ri(;), 'husband', Lith. patis,

pots, 'husband', Lith. pats, Lett, pats, Hitt. pat,

'self. Alb. pata, '1 had' (imperf.) pase, 'had'

(pp.) and the second element in Goth, brap-

faps, 'bethrothed, fiance', and in L. hospes (for

*hosti-pots), 'visitor, guest', OSlav. gospodi

'lord, master'. Cp. potence, power, puissant, and

the first element in possess. Cp. also the first ele-

ment in padishah, Poseidon, and the second ele-

ment in despot, hospital, host, 'landlord', Pra-

japati.

potentate, n., a powerful person; ruler, prince. —
L. potentdtiis,'pov/eT, rule', fr. potens, gen. -entis.

See potent, and subst. suff. -ate.

potential, adj. — ME. potencial, fr. Late L. poten-

tidlis, 'having power', fr. potentia. See potency,

and adj. suff. -al.

Dsiivatives: potential, n.,potential-ity, potential-

ize, potential-iz-ation, n.

potentiate, tr. v., to endow with power. — Form-

ed on the analogy of G. polenzieren fr. L. po-

tentia (see potency) with verbal suff. -ate.

Potentilla, n., a genus of plants, the cinquefoil

(hot.) — ModL., a dimin. formed fr. L. potens,

gen. -entis, 'able, mighty, powerful' (see potent);

so called in allusion to the medicinal powers of

the Potentilla anserina.

potentiometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the electrical potential (electr.) — A hybrid

coined fr. L. potentia, 'power', and Gk. (xcTpov,

'measure". See potency and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

Poterium, n., a genus of plants of the rose fam-

ily (bot.) — L. poterium, 'a drinking vessel;

name of a plant (prob. the astragalus)', fr. Gk.

7ioTY)piov, dimin. of 7i0TT)p, 'a drinking vessel',

fr. l.-E. base *po(i)-, 'to drink'. See potion and

cp. the second element in Hydropotes.

potheen, n. — See poteen.

pother, n., disturbance, confusion. — Of un-

known origin.

Derivative : porte/-, tr. v., to confuse.



pothole

pothole, n., a deep hole. — Compounded of pot,

'a deep hole', and hole.

Pothos, n., personification of desire in Greek

mythology. — Gk. Hofto?, lit. 'a longing,

yearning', fr. l.-E. base *g^edh, whence also

ON. ged, 'passion', OPers. jadiydmiy, 'I ask, re-

quest', OSlav. z<izdQ, 'I desire', Lith. gedii, 'I

long for'.

poticbe, n., a kind of Chinese vase. — F., a

derivative oi pot. See pot, 'a round vessel'.

potion, n., a drink; a dose of liquid medicine or

poison. — ME. pocioun, fr. MF. (= T.) potion,

fr. L. potionetn, ace. of potio, 'a draft, drink',

rel. to potdre, 'to drink', potor, 'drinker', pocu-

lum (for *pollom), 'a drinking cup', posca, 'a

drink of vinegar and water', fr. l.-E. base *pdii)-,

*pl-, 'to drink', whence also OI. pdti, 'drinks',

paydyati, pdyate, 'gives to drink', Arm. ^mpem,

'I drink', Gk. irfvsiv, 'to drink', Tzomc,, 'a drink',

TtoTov, 'that which one drinks, a drink', tcoto?,

'a drinking, a drinking bout', TtoTTji;, 'drinker',

TTOTifjp, TkOTTipiov, 'a drinking cup'. Alb. pi, 'I

drink', OSlav. pijq, piti, 'to drink', pivo, 'bever-

age', Russ., Czech, Slovak, etc., pivo, 'beer',

OPruss. poUt, 'to drink', poieiti, 'drink!' (pi.),

Olr. ibim, 'I drink', OI. pihati, 'drinks', L. bibere

(assimilated fr. *pibere), 'to drink'. See bibulous

and -ion and cp. poison, which is a doublet of

potion. Cp. also potable, potation, Poterium,

potomania, potometer, pawnee, Pistia, pour-

boire, propine, symposium. Cp. also the second

element in Hydropotes.

Derivative: potion, tr. v.

potomania, n., 1) dipsomania ; 2) delirium tremens

(med) — Medical L., compounded of Gk.

Tzo-zoQ, 'a drinking, a drinking bout', and

ijiavta, 'madness, frenzy'. See prec. word and

mania.

potometer, n., an instrument for measuring mois-

ture in plants. — Compounded of Gk. Tioxiv,

'a drink', and (leTpov, 'measure'. See potion and

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

potpourri, n., medley,miscellany.— F., lit. 'rotten

pot'. For the first element see pot, 'a round ves-

sel'. F. pourri is the pp. o{ pourrir, 'to rot', fr.

VL. *putrire, which corresponds to L. putrere,

'to rot'. For change of conjugation cp. pave,

pervert. Cp. olla podrida.

potsherd, n. — Compounded of pot, 'a round

vessel', and sherd.

pott, n., also pot, a size of paper. — From pot,

round vessel; so called from the watermark.

pottage, n., soup, broth. — OF. (= F.) potage.

See potage.

potter, n., one who makes earthenware. — Prop,

'maker of pots', formed fr. pot, 'a round vessel',

with agential suif. -er.

potter, tr. and intr. v., to putter. — Freq. formed

fr. dial. E. pote, 'to poke', fr. OE. potian, 'to

push'. Cp. put, putter, 'to keep busy'.

Derivatives: potter-er, n., potter-ing-ly, adv.

pottery, n.— ME. poterie, fr. OF. (= F.) poterie.
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fr. potier, 'potter', fr. pot. See pot, 'a round

vessel', and -ery.

pottle, n., an old liquid measure. — ME. potel,

fr. OF. potel, a dimin. o^ pot. See pot, 'a round

vessel', and dimin. sufT. -le.

potto, n., a small lemur in West Africa.— Native

name.

potty, adj., insignificant, petty (slang). — Of un-

certain origin; possibly related to pot, 'a round

vessel'.

potwaller, n., a householder (hist.) — Lit. 'pot

boiler', compounded of pot, 'a round vessel',

and dial. E. wall, 'to boil', fr. OE. wealtan, 'to

wave, undulate; to boil'. See well, 'spring'.

pot-walloper, n., 1) a scullion; 2) potwaller. —
Alteration of potwaller after wallop, 'to boil

quickly and noisily'.

pouch, n. — ME. pouche, fr. ONF. pouche, cor-

responding to OF. (= v.) poche, 'bag, pouch'.

See poke, 'bag', and cp. poach, 'to steal game',

and pocket.

Derivatives: pouch, tr. and intr. v., pouch-ed,

adj., pouch-y, adj.

pouf, n,, a kind of hairdress. — F., lit. 'something

inflated', of imitative origin. Cp. F. pouffer

{de rire), 'to burst out (laughing)', and E.

puff.

poulaine, n., the long pointed toe of a shoe. — F.

(shortened fr. OF. soutiers a la poulaine, 'shoes

according to the Polish fashion'), fem. of the

OF. adjective poulain, 'Polish'. See Pole.

poulp, poulpe, n., an octopus. — F. pouipe, fr. L.

polypus. See polyp.

poult, n., a young chicken. — ME. pulte, altera-

tion ofpulett. See pullet and cp. poultry.

poult-de-soie, n., a kind of heavy corded silk. —
F. pou-de-soie, of unknown origin. Cp. padua-

soy.

poulter, n., poulterer. — ME. putter, fr. F. poute-

tier, 'poulterer', fi. poulet, dimin. ofpoule, 'hen'.

See pullet and cp. poult.

poulterer, n. — Formed fr. poulter with agential

suff. -er, which is redundant. Cp. the suff. in

cater-er, fruiter-er, sorcer-er, upholster-er.

poultice, n.— Fr. earlier pw/zei, pi. ofL. puis, gen.

pultis, 'pap, porridge'. See pulse, 'seeds'.

Derivative: poultice, tr. v.

poultry, n. — ME. pulterie, pultrie, fr. OF. poule-

terie. See poult and -ry.

pounce, n., 1) claw of a hawk or of another bird

of prey; 2) (dial.) a punch; 3) (obsol.) a hole

made by punching — ProTs. shortened fr. ME.
ponson, ponchon, 'pointed tool". See puncheon,

'stamp'.

pounce, intr. v., to swoop down. — From prec.

word. The original meaning was 'to seize with

the pounces'.

Derivative: pounce, n., a sudden swoop.

pounce, tr. v., 1) to emboss (metal) by punching

designs on the reverse side; 2) to perforate. —
Prob. partly fr. F. poinfonner, 'to punch, stamp',

fr. poinfon, 'awl, bodkin, punch, stamp' (see
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puncheon, 'stamp'), partly fr. pounce, 'claw of a

hawk; a punch'.

Derivatives: pounc-er, n., pounc-ing, n.

pounce, n., a fine powder, dust. — F. ponce,

'pumice stone, pounce", fr. L. pumicem, ace. of

pUmix. See pumice.

pounce, tr. v., to smooth with pounce. — F.

poncer, fr. ponce. See prec. word.

pounce box, also pouncet box, a box for sprin-

kling pounce. — MF. (= F.) poncette, 'box for

sprinkling pounce', it. ponce. See pounce, 'a fine

powder'.

pound, n., a unit of weight. — ME., fr. OE. pund,

fr. L. pondo (indeclin.), 'by weight, in weight',

which is rel. to pondus, 'a weight, pound'

[whence also Goth, pund, OHG. pfunt (MHG.

pfunt, G. Pfund), MOn.pont (Du. pond), OFris.,

ON. (= Dan., Swed.) pund], and stands in gra-

dational relationship to pendere, 'to hang, hang

down'. See pendant and cp. ponder. Cp. also

pood.

Derivatives: pound, tr. v., to test the remedy of

coins, pound-age, n., pound-er, n.

pound, n., an enclosure. — ME., fr. OE. pund, 'an

enclosure' (in the compound pundfald, 'pin-

fold'), rel. to OE. pyndan, 'to shut up, enclose,

impound'; of uncertain origin. Cp. impound,

pinfold, poind, pond, 'lake'.

Derivative : ;)o«n(^, tr. v., to impound.

pound, tr. and intr. v., to beat. — ME. pounen,

'to bruise', fr. OE. piinian. Cp. LG. piin, Du.

puin, 'fragments, rubbish'. The -din pound is ex-

crescent. Cp. bound, 'ready', and words there

referred to.

Derivative: pound, n., a heavy blow.

pour, tr. and intr. v. — ME. pouren; of unknown

etymology.

Derivatives : po«r, n., pour-able, ad}., pour-abil-,

ity, n., pour-er, n., pour-ing, adj., pour-ing-ly,

adv.

pourboire, n., a gratuity, tip. — F., lit. 'for drink-

ing', fr. pour, 'for, in order to', and boire, 'to

drink'. F. pour derives fr. VL. por, fr. L. pro,

'before; for' (see 1st pro-); boire comes fr. L.

bibere, 'to drink' (see bibulous).

pourparler, n. (usually pi.), diplomatic conversa-

tion.— F., formed fr. pour, 'for' (see prec. word),

and parler, 'to speak", fr. "VL. *parauldre, 'to

speak', fr. Late L. paraboldre, 'to speak in

parables, to speak'. See parley and cp. words

there referred to.

pourpoint, n., a quilted doublet worn by men in

the I4th and 15th centuries. — F., formed fr.

pour, 'for' (see pourboire), and point, 'prickled',

pp. of poindre, fr. L. pungere, 'to prick'. See

point, v.

pousse-cafe, n., a glass of liqueur taken after

coffee.— F., lit. 'chaser of coffee', fr. pousser, 'to

push' (fr. L. pulsdre, 'to beat, strike") and cafe,

'coffee'. See push and cafe and cp. next word.

poussette, n., a dancing round of couples with

hands joined. — F., 'the game of pushpin', fr.

pousser, 'to push'. See prec. word and -ette.

Derivative : poussette, intr. v.

pou sto, a place where to stand, a basis. — Gk.

T.oxi cTco, 'where I may stand', from the saying

attributed to Archimedes : Aos jxo', kou axoi xal

T7]v y^v xTvY]aM ("Give me where to stand and I

will move the earth").

pout, intr. v., to thrust out the lips; to be sullen.

— ME. pouten, rel. to Swed.;)«to, 'to be inflat-

ed', LG. puddig, 'swollen', and prob. cogn.

with OL bud-budah, 'bubble'. Cp. next word

and boudoir.

Derivatives : jpoH?, n., pout-er, n., pout-ing, adj.,

pout-ing-ly, adv.,pout-y, adj.

pout, n., any of certain marine fishes. — ME.

*poute, fr. OE. piite in ielepUte, 'eelpout', rel.

to Du. puit, 'frog', Swed. puta, 'to be inflated'.

See prec. word.

poverty, n. — ME. poverte, fr. OF. poverte (F.

pauvrete), fr. L. paupertdtem, ace. oi paupertas,

'poverty', fr. pauper, 'poor'. See pauper and -ty

and cp. poor,

powder, n.— ME. poudre, fr. OF. (= F.) poudre,

fr. OF. poldre, p(o)udre (F. poudre), fr. L. pul-

verem, ace. of pulvis, 'dust, powder". See pollen

and cp. words there referred to.

T>eTivati\e: powder-y, n.

powder, tr. and intr. v. — F. poudrer, fr. poudre.

See powder, n.

Derivatives: powder-ed, adj., powder-er, n.,

powder-ing, n., powder-ize, tr. v., powder-iz-

ation, n.

power, n. — ME. poer, pouer, fr. OF. pooeir,

pooir, n., fr. pooeir, pooir, v., fr. "VL. *potere

(corresponding to L. posse). See potent and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: power-ed, power-ful, adjs., power-

ful-ly, adv., power-less, adj., power-less-ly, adv.

powwow, n., conference. — Fr. Algonquian

powaw, 'medicine man, wizard".

Derivatives: powwow, intr. and tr. v., powwow-

er, n., powwow-ism, n.

pox, n., any disease characterized by the eruption

of pocks or pustules. — Fr. tatXitr pocks, pi. of

pock (q.v.)

Derivative: pox, tr. v.

pozzolana, puzzolana, n., volcanic ashes used foi

making cement. — It., scil. terra, lit. 'earth be-

longing to PozzuoW, a town in Campania (built

on the site of the Roman town Puteoli, lit.

'Little Springs', fr. L. puteus 'a well, spring',

see puteal); so called because first found in

Pozzuoli.

Derivative: pozzolan-ic, puzzolan-ic, adj.

praam, n. — See pram, a kind of boat.

prabhu, n., lord, master, owner (India) — OI.

prabhiih, lit. 'being before (others)", fr. prd-,

'before, forward, forth', and bhu-, bhdvati, 'is,

exists'. The first element is cogn. with Gk. Tido,

'before', L. pro, 'before, for'; see 1st. pro- and

cp. the first element in Prajapati, Prakrit, prak-

riti, Pralaya, prana. The second element is rel.



practic

to Avestic bavaiti, 'is, becomes', and cogn. with
Gk. cpueiv, 'to bring forth, produce, make to

grow", L./«;", 'I have bten\ futurus, 'about to be',

OE. beon, 'to be', fr. I.-E. base *bheu- *bhu-,

'to be, exist; to grow'. See be and physio- and
cp. prove,

practic, n., practice (archaic); adj., practical

(obsol.) — See practical,

practicable, adj. — F. praticabte, fr. MF., fr.

pratiquer, 'to practice' (see next word a'nd -able)
;

influenced in form by prec. word.

T>m\2itiwe%: practicabil-ity, n., practicable-ness,

n., practicabl-y, adv.

practical, adj. — Fr. prec. word, which derives,

fr. obsol. F. practique (= F. pratique), fr. Late
L. practicus, fr. Gk. izpHy.xiy.oq, 'fit for action,

practical', fr. Trpaxxo?, 'done, to be done', ver-

bal adj. of Tipacrosw, TtpaxxEiv, 'to do, effect,

accomplish, practice', which stands for *Trpa-

xisiv, fr. *prd-ko-, 'leading over or beyond',
enlarged fr. I.-E. base per-, 'through, across,

beyond', whence TispS, 'beyond'. See far and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also practice, prag-

matic, pratique, praxis, apraxia, barato, chiro-

practic. For the ending see adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives
:
/;rac//ca/-/>', adv., practical-ity, n.,

practical-ness, n.

practice, also practise, tr. and intr. v., — ME.
practisen, fr. MF. practiser, pratiser, fr. prac-

tiqiier, pratiquer (F. pratiquer), fr, ML. prac-

licare, fr. Late L. practicus, 'fit for action'. See
practical.

Derivatives: practic-ed, practis-ed, adj., practic-

er, practis-er, n.

practice, also practise, n. — Earlier practyse,

practize, fr. practise, v.; assimilated in spelling

to nouns in -ice. See practice, v.

practician, n.— Obsol. F. practicien (F. praticien),

fr. Late L. practicus, 'fit for action'. See prac-

tical and -ian.

practitioner, n. — A hybrid formed fr. practician

on analogy of parishion-er.

Prado, n., name of promenade in Madrid. — Sp.,

fr.L.praru/n,'meadow'. See prairie and cp. Prater.

prae-, pref — Fr. L. prae, 'before'. Prae- is a

var. spelling of pre- (q.v.)

praecipe, n., a writ ordering a person to do
something. — L. imper. of praecipere, 'to

give orders'. See precept.

praedial, predial, adj., pertaining to landed prop-
erty. — ML. praedidlis, 'pertaining to an es-

tate", fr. L. praedium, 'estate, farm', fr. praes
(fr. tdiTMer praevides), 'surety, security, bail", for

*prae-yas, lit. 'surety before somebody', h.prae,

'before", and vas (gen. vadis), 'bail, security",

which is cogn. with Goth, wadi, 'pledge, earnest

money", gawadjon, 'to pledge", OE. wedd,

'pledge, agreement". See pre- and wed and cp.

wage. Cp. also press, 'to compel to serve". For
the ending see adj. suff. -al.

praelect, praelection, praelector. — See prelect,

prelection, prelector.
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praemunire, n., a form of writ {Med. Engl. Law).
— Fr. ML. praemunire, 'to forewarn', the first

word in the text of the writ, fr. L. praemonere,
'to warn', fr. prae, 'before', and monere, 'to

warn' (see pre- and monition). ML. praemunire
shows a confusion of L. monere, 'to warn",

with munire, 'to defend, protect' (see munition),

praenomen, n., the first name (Roman antiq.) —
L. praenomen, lit. '(the name) before the name",
fr. prae, 'before', and nomen, 'name'. See pre-

and name and cp. cognomen,

praepostor, prepostor, n., monitor at a public
school. — ML. praepositor, 'one who charges
another with the management of an office', fr.

L. praepositus, pp. of praeponere, 'to place

before, to appoint', fr. prae, 'before', and po-
nere, 'to place'. See pre- and position and cp.

prepositor. Cp. also priest, provost,

praetor, pretor, n., a magistrate in ancient Rome,
next in rank to the consuls. — L. praetor, prop,
'leader chief, for *prae-itor, lit. 'one who goes
before', fr. praeit-(um), pp. stem of praeire, 'to

go before', fr. prae, 'before', and ire, 'to go'.

See pre- and itinerate,

praetorian, pretorikn, adj., pertaining to the

praetor; n., a person of praetorian rank. — L.

praetoridnus, 'belonging to the praetor', fr.

praetorius, of s.m., fr. praetor. See prec. word
and -ian.

praetorian, pretorian, adj., pertaining to the body-
guard of the Roman emperor; n. (cap.), a sol-

dier of the Praetorian Guard.— L. praetoridnus,

'belonging to the bodyguard', fr. praetorium.

See next word.

praetorium, pretorium, n., 1) the commanding
general's tent in a Roman camp; 2) the resi-

dence of the governor of a Roman province;

hence .1) a palace. — L., prop. neut. of the adj.

praetorius, 'belonging to the praetor', used as a

noun. See praetorian, 'pertaining to the praetor'.

pragmatic, adj., active; practical. — L. prdgma-
ticus, 'skilled in the law', fr. Gk. TTpayutaTty.tj:.

prop, 'busy, skilled in business', fr. -pay[j,a,

gen. -payjiaTo;, 'business', lit. 'a thing done',

from the stem of Ttpaaasiv. TtpaxTEtv' 'to do,

effect, accomplish, practice'. See practical and
adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives
: pragmatic-al, adj., pragmat-ic-al-ly,

adv.

pragmatism, n., 1) pedantry; 2) practical treat-

ment of things. — Formed with suff. -ism fr.

Gk. Tvpivuia. gen. -piyuxzoc. See prec. word.
pragmatist, n., an adherent of pragmatism. —
See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative
; pragmatist, pragmatist-ic, adjs.

pragmatize, tr. v. — See pragmatism and -ize.

Prairial, n., the ninth month of the French rev-

olutionary calendar (lasting fr. May 20th to

June 18th). — Lit. 'month of pasture', coined

by Fabre d'figlantine in 1 793 fr. prairie, 'mead-
ow, grassland'. See next word and adj. suff. -al.

prairie, n., level grassland. — F., fr. OF. praerie.

fr. VL. *pratdria, fr. L. prdtum, 'meadow'

(whence F. pre, of s.m.), which is prob. cogn.

with Mir. rdlh, rdith, 'earthbank', MW. bed-

rawt, W. beddrod, 'grave mound', fr. I.-E. base

*prd-, 'to bend', whence also prdvus, 'crooked'.

See pravity and cp. Prado, pratal, Prater, pra-

tincole,

praise, tr. v. — ME. preisen, fr. OF. priesier, fr.

L. pretidre, 'to prize, value', fr. pretium, 'price,

value'. See price and cp. prize, 'to value'.

Derivatives : praise, n., prais-able, adj., prais-er,

n., prais-ing, adj., prais-ing-ly, ?dv.

Prajapati, n., creator (Vedic mythol.) — OI. pra-

jdpatih, 'the lord of the creation', compounded

of prajd, 'creature, descendants, people', and

pdtift, 'lord, possessor'. The first element is

formed fr. prd-, 'before, forward, forth' and the

stem of jdnati, 'begets', jdnah, 'race'. See 1st

pro- and genus and cp. the first element in pra-

bhu and in words there referred to. For the sec-

ond element see potent, adj .

Prakrit, n., the popular dialects of India, in con-

tradistinction to Sanskrit.— OI. prdkrta-, 'nat-

ural, original (opposite to sarrtslcrta-, 'prepared,

refined'); formed fr. prd-, 'before, forward,

forth', which is cogn. with Gk. 7ip6, 'before', L.

prd, 'before, for' (see 1 st pro-) and krta-, 'done,

made, prepared', which is rel. to krnSti, kardti,

'does, makes, prepares', Avestic k'^r naoti,

'makes', fr. I.-E. base *q'^er-, 'to make, form,

shape". See Sanskrit and cp. next word.

prakriti, n., nature, natural condition, primary

matter (Hindu philos.) — OI. prakrtih, fr. prd-,

'before, forward, forth", and krtilt, 'a doing,

making, creation". See Prakrit.

Pralaya, n., destruction, the end of the world

(Hindu philos.)— OI., 'dissolution, destruction',

formed fr. prd-, 'before, forward, forth', and

Idyate, liyate, liyati, 'clings to; remains sticking;

slips into; vanishes'. The first element is cogn.

with Gk. TTpo, 'before", L. prd, 'before, for"; see

1st pro-. The second element derives fr. I.-E.

base *(s)le(i)-, 'slime', slimy, sticky, dauby,

slippery', whence also Gk. XeToc, 'smooth', L.

tevis, 'smooth', limus, 'slime, mud, mire', linere,

'to daub, besmear, anoint", OE. slim, 'slime';

see slime and cp. words there referred to.

praline, n. — F., so called after Marshal Duples-

sis Praslin (pronounce Pralin) (1598-1675),

whose cook invented this confection.

pram, praam, n.,a flat-bottomed boat used in the

Baltic. — Du. praam, of Slavonic origin; cp.

Pol. pram, 'boat', Russ. poromd, 'ferryboat',

which are cogn. with Gk. rropo;. 'thoroughfare,

passage', L. porta, 'gate, door", partus, 'port,

harbor", fr. I.-E. base *per-, 'to lead across,

drive across, traverse, pierce'. See fare, v., and

cp. words there referred to.

pram, n. (colloq.) — Short for prambulator, a

syncopated form of perambulator,

prana, n., life principle (Hinduism).— OI. prdnalf,

'breath, breath of life', formed fr. prd-, 'before,

forward, forth', and the stem of dniti, 'breathes'.

The first element is cogn. with Gk. np6, 'before',

L. prd, 'before, for' ; see 1st pro-. The second ele-

ment derives fr. I.-E. base *an-, 'to blow,

breathe', whence also Gk. Si.vs:ij.oq, 'wind', L.

animus, 'soul, spirit, mind, courage'; see animus.

prance, intr. v. — ME. prauncen, of uncertain

origin. It derives perh. fr. OF. paravancier, fr.

par-, a particle denoting intensity, and avancier

(F. avancer), 'to advance'. See par- (fr. L. per,

'through'), and advance.

Derivatives: prance, n., pranc-er, n., pranc-ing,

adj., pranc-ing-ly, adv.

prandial, adj., pertaining to dinner (humor.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. prandium,

'luncheon', which stands for *prdm-ed-yom, lit.

'that which is eaten early'. The first element is

cogn. with OI. pur-vah, 'the first, foremost',

Lith. pirmas, 'the first', Oi.. forma, 'the former'

;

see foremost. The second element derives fr.

I.-E. base *ed-, 'to eat' ; see eat. Cp. antepran-

dial, postprandial.

prank, n., a trick. — Prob. rel. to prank, 'to dress

up'.

prank, tr. and intr. v., to dress up, adorn. — ME.
pranken, rel. to Du. pronken, G. prunken, 'to

make a show, to strut", MLG., MHG., G.

prangen, of s.m. Cp. prink.

Derivatives : ;?ranA;-i«g-, n. and adj., prank-ing-ly,

adv., prank-ish, adj., prank-ish-ly, adv., prank-

ish-ness, n.

prase, n., a green variety of quartz. — F., fr. L.

prasius, fr. Gk. Trpdaioc (scil. Xi^o? ) , 'a precious

stone of a leek green color", fr. irpaaov, 'leek",

fr. *prsom, whence also L. porrum, 'leek". Cp.

porraceous and next word. Cp. also the second

element in chrysoprase.

praseodymium, n., name of a rare metallic ele-

ment (chem.) — ModL., shortened fr. praseodi-

dymia, a name coined by the discoverer of this

element, Carl Auer von "Welsbach (1858-1929)

fr. Gk. Tipaaio;;, 'leek green" (see prase), and

ModL. didymium, the name given by Carl Gus-

tav Mosander to a rare metal which he thought

to be a single chemical element; see didymium.

In 1885 von Welsbach succeeded in splitting di-

dymium into two elements, which he called pra-

seodidymia and neodidymia (see neodymium).

pratal, adj., pertaining to meadows. — Late L.

prdtalis, fr. L. prdtum, 'meadow". See prairie

and adj. suff. -al.

prate, intr. and tr. v. — ME. praten, fr. MDu.
praten, 'to chatter". Cp. MLG. praten, proten

(whence MHG. hraten, braden), Swed., Norw.

prata, 'to talk, chatter". All these words are

prob. of imitative origin. Cp. prattle.

Derivative : prate, n.

Prater, n., name of the "Hyde Park"' of Vienna.

— G., fr. L. prdtum, 'meadow'. See prairie and

cp. Prado.

pratincole, n., any bird of the genus Glareola

(ornithol.) — Lit. 'inhabiting the meadows', fr.



pratmcoious

L. prdtum, 'meadow', and incola, 'inhabitant',

which is rel. to colere, 'to till (the ground); to

inhabit', colonus, 'cultivator of the ground'. See

prairie and colony.

pratincolous, adj., living in meadows.— See prec.

word and -ous and cp. the second element in

terricolous.

pratique, n., permission to land. — F., prop,

'practice', fr. MF. practigue, fr. Late \^. practice,

fr. Gk. Trpay.Tix-r] (short for v] Tcpaxxixij -rij^q,

'the practical art'), fern, of -paxTtx6i;, 'practi-

cal'. See practical.

prattle, intr. and tr. v. — Formed fr. prate with

freq. suff. -le. Cp. MLG. pratelen, 'to chatter'.

Derivatives: prattle, n., prattl-er, n., prattl-ing,

verbal n. and adj., pratil-ing-ly, adv., prattl-y,

adj.

pravity, n. (rare), depravity. — L. prdvitds,

'crookedness', fr. prdvus, 'crooked', fr. I.-E.

base *prd-, 'to bend', whence also L. prdtum,

'meadow'. See prairie and -ity and cp. deprave,

depravity.

prawn, n., a marine crustacean — ME. prane, of

unknown origin.

praxis, n., exercise; the opposite of theory. —
Gk. 7Tp55'-;,from the stem of the verb Ttpaaaeiv,

TTpaTTSiv, 'to do'. See practical and cp. apraxla,

parapraxis.

pray, tr. and intr. v. — ME. preien, fr. OF. preier

(F. prier), fr. VL. precdre = L. precdri, 'to ask,

beg, pray, request", fr. prex (most freq. in the pi.

preces), 'prayer, request, entreaty', which is rel.

to prociis, 'wooer', fr. I.-E. base *perek-, *perk-,

*prk-, 'to ask (questions), to request', whence

also Ol. prasnd-, Avestic frashna-, 'question',

OSlav. prusiti, Lith. praSyti, 'to ask, beg', OHG.
frdhert, frdgeii, MHG., G. fragen, OS. frdgon,

OE. fricgan, and, with present tense infix n-,

Goth, fraihnan, ON. fregna, OB..frignan,frman,

'to ask (questions)'. For further derivatives of

base *perek-, *perk-, *prk-, see postulate. Cp.

deprecate, imprecate, precarious, precatory, prie-

dieu, prithee, procacity.

Derivatives: prayer (q.v.), pray-ing, n. and adj.,

pray-ing-Sy, adv.

prayer, n. — ME. preiere, fr. OF. preiere (F.

priere), fr. VL. "precdria, prop, subst. use of L.

precdria, fem. of the adj. precdrius, 'obtained by

prayer', h. precdri, 'to pray'. See prec. word and

subst. sufT. -er.

Derivati\es: prayer-ful, adj., prayer-fu!-!y, adv.,

prayer-ful-ness, n., prayer-less, adj.

pre-, also spelled prae-, pref. meaning before

(both in time and place). — F. pre-, fr. L. prae,

'before', which is rel. to O^czin.prai, Umbrian
pre, and cogn. with OL pare, 'thereupon', Gk.
-y.pai, 'at', Gaul, are-, 'at, before', Lith. pre,

'at', OSlav. />//, "at", Goth, faura, OE. fore, 'be-

fore". See fore, adv., and cp. preter-, prime, adj.,

and the first element in presby-.

preach, tr. and intr. v. — ME. prechen, OF. pree-

chier fr. (F. precher), fr. OF. prechier, fr. L.

praedicdre, 'to cry in public, publish, proclaim,

announce, declare', in Eccles. L. 'to preach', fr.

prae- (see pre-) and dicere, 'to say'. See diction

and cp. predicate, which is a doublet of preach.

Derivatives : preacher (q.v.), preach-ify, intr. v.

{colloq.), preach-ing, n., preachment (q.v.),

preach-y, adj.

preacher, n. — ME. prechour, fr. OF. preecheor

(F. precheur), fr. L. praedicdtorem, ace. ofprae-

dicdtor, 'proclaimer, publisher', in Eccles L.,

'preacher'. See preach and agential suff. -er.

T)sxi\a.t\\ss'. preacher-ess, n., preacher-ize, intr.

V.

preachment, n. — ME. prechement, fr. MF., fr.

precher (F. precher), fr. OF. prechier, precher.

See preach and -ment.

pre-Adamite, adj., existing before Adam. — See

pre-, Adam and subst. suff. -ite.

preamble, n., introduction.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.)

preambule, fr. ML. praeambulum, prop. neut.

adj. used as a noun fr. Late L. praeambulus,

'walking before', fr. praeambuldre, 'to walk be-

fore', fr. L. prae- (see pre-) and ambuldre, 'to

walk'. See amble and cp. preambulate.

preambulate, intr. v., to make a preamble. —
Late L. praeambuldt-(um), pp. stem of praeam-

buldre. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives : preambulat-ion, n.
,
preambulat-ory,

adj.

prebend, n., stipend granted to a canon out of the

estate of a cathedral. — ME., fr. MF. prebende

(F. prebende), fr. Late L. praebenda, 'allowance,

pension', lit. 'things to be furnished', neut. pi.

adj. taken as a fem. sing, n., fr. L. praebendus,

gerundive of praebere, 'to supply, grant, fur-

nish', contraction ofprae-hibere, 'to hold forth',

fr. prae (see pre-) and habere, 'to have, hold'.

See habit and cp. provender. For other Latin ger-

undives or their derivatives used in English cp.

agenda and words there referred to.

Derivative: preienrf-o/, adj.

prebendary, n., another name for an honorary

canon. — ML. prebenddrius, 'holder of a preb-

end', fr. Late L. praebenda. See prec. word and

1st subst. suff. -ary.

Precambrian, adj., pertaining to the time preced-

ing the Cambrian (geol.) — See pre- and Cam-

brian.

Derivative; Precambrian, n.

precarious, adj., 1) dependent on the will ofanoth-

er; 2) risky, dangerous. — L. precdrius, 'ob-

tained by begging or prayer; doubtful, risky',

fr. prex (most freq. in the pi. preces), 'prayer,

request, entreaty'; introduced by Sir Thomas
Browne (1605-82). See pray, prayer.

Derivatives: precarious-ly, adv., precarious-

ness, n.

precative, adj., precatory. — Late L. precativus,

'prayed for, obtained by entreaty', fr. L. precd-

tus, pp. of precdri, 'to ask, beg, entreat, pray'.

See pray and -ative.

precatory, adj., of the nature of, or expressing, an
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entreaty. — Late L. precdtdrius, 'pertaining to

petitioning, precatory', fr. L. precdtor, 'one who

prays or entreats', fr. precdtus, pp. of precdri.

See prec. word and adj . suff. -ory.

precaution, n. — F. precaution, fr. Late L. prae-

cautidnem, ace. of praecautid, fr. h. praecautus,

pp. ofpraecavere, 'to guard against beforehand',

fr. prae (see pre-) and cayere, 'to be on one's

guard'. See caution.

Derivatives: /7recaKft'on-a/, precaution-ary, adjs.

precautious, adj. — Formed fr. pre- and cautious.

Derivatives; precautious-ly, adv., precautious-

ness, n.

precede, tr. and intr. v. — ME. preceden, fr. MF.
(= F.) preceder, fr. L. praecedere, 'to go before,

precede', fr. prae (see pre-) and cedere, 'to go'.

See cede,

precedence, n. — Formed from the adj. preced-

ent with suff. -ce.

precedency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

precedent, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= ¥.) precedent,

fr. L. praecedentem, ace. of praecedens, pres.

part, of praecedere. See precede and -ent.

Derivatives: precedent, n., precedent-ed, adj.,

precedent-ly, adv., precedent-ial, adj.

precent, v., to lead the choir in singing. — Back

formation from next word.

precentor, n., the leader of the singing in a church

choir or congregation. — Late L. praecentor, a

leader in singing, precentor', fr. praecinere, 'to

sing before', fr. L. prae (see pre-) and canere, 'to

sing'. See cantor, chant. For the change of Latin

a (in cantor) to e (in prae-centor) see accent and

cp. accentor, succentor.

Derivatives: precentor-ial, adj., precentor-ship,

n., precent-ory, n.

precept, n., rule of conduct. — ME., fr. L. prae-

ceptum, 'rule, maxim', prop. neut. pp. used as a

noun fr. praecipere, 'to give rules, advise, teach',

lit. 'to take beforehand', fr. prae (see pre-) and

capere (pp. captus), 'to take'. See captive and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also praecipe. For

the change of L. a (in captus) to e (in prae-cep-

tum) see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: precept-ist, n., precept-ive, adj.,

precept-ive-ly, adv., preceptor (q.v.)

preceptor, n., a teacher.— h.praeceptor, 'teacher,

instructor', fr. praecipere. See prec. word and

agential suff. -or.

Derivatives; preceptor-ial, adj., preceptor-ial-ly,

adv., preceptory, (q.v.)

preceptory, n., a religious house of the Knights

Templars.— ML.praeceptoria, 'an estate direct-

ed by a preceptor', fr. L. praeceptor. See prec.

word and -y (representing L. -id).

precession, n. — Late L. praecessio, gen. -onis, 'a

going forward', fr. L. praecessus, pp. of praece-

dere. See precede and -ion.

Derivative: precession-al, adj.

pr^cieuse, n., a pedantic woman. — F., fem. of

precieux, 'precious'. See precious and cp. the

title of Moliere's comedy LesPrecieuses ridicules.

precinct, n., boundary, limit. — ME. precincte,

fr. ML. praecinctum, 'a boundary', prop, neut,

pp. of L. praecingere, 'to gird about', used as a

noun, fr. prae (see pre-) and cingere, 'to gird'.

See cincture,

preciosity, n. — F. preciosite, fr. L. pretidsitdtem,

ace. ofpretidsitds, 'preciousness, costliness'. See

next word and -ity.

precious, adj. — ME., fr. OF. precios, precieus

(F. precieux), fr. L. pretidsus, 'precious, valua-

ble', fr. pretium, 'worth, price'. See price and

-ous and cp. precieuse.

Derivatives: precious-ly, adv., precious-ness, n.

precipice, n., a steep cliff.— MF. (= ¥.)precipice,

fr. L. praecipitium, 'a steep place', lit, 'a falling

down headlong', fr. praeceps, gen. praecipis,

'headforemost', which is formed fr. prae (see

pre-) and caput, gen. capitis, 'head'. See capital,

adj. For the change of Latin a (in caput) to ; (in

prae-clpitium) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

precipitable, adj., that which can be precipitated.

— See precipitate and -able,

precipitance, precipitancy, n.— Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

precipitant, adj. — L. praecipitdns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, ofpraecipitare, 'to throw down head-

long'. See precipitate, v., and -ant.

Derivatives: precipitant-ty, adv., precipitant-

ness, n.

precipitate, tr. v., to throw headlong; intr. v., to

fall headlong. — L. praecipitdtus, pp. of praeci-

pitare, 'to throw down headlong", fr. praeceps,

gen. praecipis. See precipice and verbal suff.

-ate.

precipitate, adj., rushing headlong.— L. praecipi-

tdtus, pp. ofpraecipitdre. See precipitate, v.

Derivatives: precipitate, n., precipitate-ly, adv.,

precipitate-ness, n.,precipitat-ive, adj.

precipitation, n. ^ MF. (— F.) precipitation, fr.

L. praecipitdtidnem, ace. of praecipitdtio, 'a fall-

ing headlong', fr. praecipitdtus, pp. of praecipi-

tdre. See precipitate, v., and -ion.

precipitin, n., an antibody developed through the

inoculation of foreign protein (immunol.) —
Coined by Kraus from the stem of L. praecipi-

tdre. See precipitate and -in.

precipitous, adj., steep. — F. precipiteux (fem.

precipiteuse), fr. precipiter, 'to precipitate", fr.

L. praecipitdre. See precipitate, v., and -ous.

Derivatives: precipitous-ly, adv., precipitous-

ness, n.

precis, n., 1) sing, and pi., a summary; 2) tr. v.,

to summarize. — F. See next word.

precise, adj. — MF. (= F.) precis (fem. precise),

fr. L. praecisus, pp. of praecTdere, 'to cut off in

front', fr. prae (see pre-) and caedere, 'to cut".

See cement and cp. succlse. For the change of

Latin ae (in caedere) to i (in prae-cisus) see ac-

quire and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: precise-ly, adv., precise-ness, n..



precision

precis-ian, n., precisian-ism, n., precisian-ist, n.,

precision (q.v.)

precision, n. — F. precision, fr. L. praecisionem,

ace. ofpraecisio, 'a cutting off', fr. praeclsus, pp.

of praecfdere. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative
:
/>rec/iio«-ijr, n.

preclude, tr. v. — L. praeclOdere, 'to shut off,

close', fr. prae (see pre-) and claudere, 'to shut'.

See close, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

preclusion, n. — L. praeclHsio, gen. -onis, 'a

shutting oif', fr. praeclHsus, pp. of praectHdere.

See prec. word and -ion.

preclusive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

praeclusus, pp. of praecWdere. See preclude.

Derivative : preclusive-ly, adv.

precocial, adj., designating birds whose young
are covered with downy feathers and are able to

run about as soon as they are hatched.— Form-
ed with suff. -ial fr. L. praecox, gen. -ocis. See

next word.

precocious, adj., developed before the usual

time. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. praecox,

gen. -ocis, 'ripe before its time, premature, pre-

cocious', fr. praecoquere, 'to boil beforehand;

to ripen fully', fr. prae (see pre-) and coquere, 'to

boil, ripen'. See cook and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: precocious-ly, adv., precocious-

ness, n.

precocity, n., the quality of being precocious. —
F. precocile, fr. precoce, 'precocious', fr. L.

praecocem, ace. of praecox. See prec. word and
-ity-

precognition, n., foreknowledge. — Late L. prae-

cognitio, gen. -onis, fr. L. precognitus, pp. of

praecognoscere, 'to foreknow', fr. prae (see

pre-) and cognoscere, 'to know'. See cognition.

preconceive, tr. v. — Formed fr. pre- and con-

ceive.

preconception, n. — Formed fr. pre- and concep-

tion.

preconcert, tr. v., to arrange beforehand. —
Formed fr. pre- and concert, v.

Derivatives: preconcert-ed, adj., preconcert-ed-

ly, adv., preconcert-ed-ness, n.

preconization, n., a public proclamation. — ML.
praeconizaiio, gen. -onis, 'proclamation', fr.

praeconizatiis, pp. of praeconizare. See next

word and -ation.

preconize, tr. v., to proclaim in public. — ML.
praeconizare, 'to proclaim', fr. L. praeco, gen.

-onis, 'crier, herald', contraction of *prni-dicd,

fr. prae (see pre-) and -died, fr. died, dicare, 'to

proclaim, announce'. See predicate, v., and
-ize.

precursive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

praecursiis, pp. ofpraecurrere. See next word.

precursor, n. — L. praecursor, 'forerunner', fr.

praecursus, pp. of praecurrere, 'to run before',

fr. prae (see pre-) and currere, 'to run'. See

current, adj., and agential suff. -or.

precursory, adj. — L. praecursorius, fr. praecur-
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sus, pp. of praecurrere. See precursor and adj.

suff. -ory.

predacious, also predaceous, adj., predatory. —
See predatory and -acious, -aceous.

Derivative : predacious-ness, n., predaceous-ness,

n.

predate, tr. v., to antedate. — Formed fr. pre-

and date, v. See date, 'point of time'.

predatory, adj., living by prey. — L. praeddtorius,

'of, or pertaining to, a plunderer', fr. praeddtor,

'plunderer', fr. praedor, -dari, 'to plunder', fr.

praeda, 'plunder, booty, prey'. See prey and adj.

suff. -ate and -ory.

predecease, tr. v., to die before. — Formed fr.

pre- and decease, v. — See decease.

predecessor, n. — ME. predecessour, fr. MF.
(= F.) predecesseur, fr. Late L. praedecessorem,

ace. praedecessor, fr. L. prae (see pre-) and de-

cessor, 'one who retires from a province he has

governed, a retiring officer', fr. decess-{um), pp.

stem of decedere, 'to leave, depart'. See decease

and agential suff. -or and cp. succeed.

predella, n., the step or platform on which an al-

tar rests. — It., 'altar step, footboard', fr. Lom-
bardic pretil, 'a little board or plank', which is

rel. to OHG. brel, 'board, plank', hretil, 'a

little board and plank', OS., OF. bred, 'board,

tablet'. See board, 'table, plank', and -ella.

predesignate, tr. v., to designate beforehand. —
Late L. praedesigndtus, 'designated beforehand'.

See pre- and designate.

predestinate, tr. v., to foreordain. — L. praede-

stindtus, pp. of praedestindre, 'to determine be-

forehand, predestine', fr. prae (see pre- and
destinare, 'to determine'. See destine and verbal

suff. -ate.

predestinate, adj., foreordained. — L. praede-

stindtus. See predestinate, v.

predestination, n., foreordination. — Eccles. L.

praedestindtio, gen. -onis, 'a determining before-

hand', fr. L. praedestindlus, pp. ofpraedestindre.

See predestinate, v., and -ion.

Derivatives: predestination-al, adj., predestina-

tion-ist, n., predestination-ism, n.

predestine, tr. v. — ME. predeslinen, fr. L. prae-

deslinare, prob. through the medium of MF.
(= F.) predestiner. See predestinate, v.

Dehvatives: predestin-arian, adj. and n., predes-

tin-arian-ism, n.

predeterminate, adj., predetermined. — Late L.

praedetermindlus, pp. of praedetermindre. See

next word and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: predererminar-ion, n.

predetermine, tr. v., to determine beforehand. —
Late L. praedetermindre, fr. L. prae (see pre-)

and determinare, 'to determine'. See determine.

predial, adj. — See praedial.

predicable, adj. — F. predicahle, fr. L. praedica-

bilis, 'praiseworthy', fr. praedicare. See predi-

cate, v., and -able.

Derivatives: predicabit-ity, n., predicable-ness,

n., predicabl-y, adv.

predicament, n. — ME., fr. Late h. praedicdmen-

tum, 'that which is predicated', fr. L. praedicd-

tus, pp. of praedicare. See predicate, v., and
-ment. In the sense of 'category' L. praedicdmen-

tum is the loan translation of Gk. xaTYjyopta

(see category).

Derivatives: predicament-at, adj., predicament-

al-ly, adv.

predicant, adj., preaching; n., preacher.— Eccles.

L. praedicdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of prae-

dicare, 'to preach', fr. f^.praedicare, 'to proclaim,

announce'. See next word and -ant.

predicate, tr. v., to affirm, assert. — L. praedicd-

tus, pp. of praedicare, 'to proclaim, announce',

fr. prae (see pre-) and dicare, 'to proclaim,

announce', a collateral form of dicere, 'to say'.

See diction and words there referred to and cp.

esp. preconize. For the ending see verbal suff.

-ate.

predicate, adj., predicated. — L. praedicdtus, pp.

ofpraedicare. See prec. word.

predicate, n. (logic and gram.) — ML. praedicd-

tum, 'that which is said of the subject', prop,

neut. pp. of L. praedicare. See predicate, v.

predication, n. — ME. predicacion, fr. OF. pre-

dicacion (F. predication), fr. L. praedicdtionem,

ace. of praedicdtid, 'a proclamation, announce-

ment', fr. praedicdtus, pp. of praedicare. See

predicate, v., and -ion.

Derivative: predication-al, adj.

predicative, adj. — Late L. praedicdtivus, fr. L.

praedicdtus, pp. of praedicare. See predicate, v.,

and -ive.

predicator, n., preacher (archaic). — MF. (= F.)

predicateur, fr. Eccles. L. praedicdtdrem, ace.

of praedicdtor, 'preacher', fr. L. praedicdtor,

'proclaimer, announcer", fr. praedicdtus, pp. of

praedicare. See predicate, v., and agential suff.

-or.

predicatory, adj., pertaining to preaching. —
Eccles. L. praedicdtdrius, fr. praedicdtus, pp. of

praedicare, 'to preach', fr. L. praedicare, 'to pro-

claim, announce'. See predicate, v., and adj.

suff. -ory.

predict, tr. v., to foretell. — L. praedictus, pp. of

praedicere, 'to say before, foretell', fr. prae (see

pre-) and dicere, 'to say'. See pre- and dic-

tion.

Derivatives: predict-able, adj., prediction (q.\.),

predict-ive, adj., predict-ive-ly, adv., predict-ive-

ness, n., predict-or, n., predict-ory, adj.

prediction, n. — L. praedictio, gen. -onis, 'a fore-

telling, prediction", fr. praedictus, pp. of prae-

dicere. See predict and -ion.

Derivative: prediction-al, adj.

predilection, n., partiality, preference. — F. pre-

dilection, fr. ML. praedllectidnem, ace. of prae-

diteclio, fr. praedilectus, pp. of praediligere, 'to

prefer", fr. L. prae (see pre-) and diligere, 'to

choose out, to love'. See diligent and -ion.

predispose, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. pre- and

dispose.

prelect

Derivatives: predispos-ed, adj., predispos-ed-ly,

adv., predispos-ed-ness, n.

predominance, predominancy, n. — Formed from
next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

predominant, adj. — MF. (= F.) predominant,

pres. part, of predominer, 'to predominate'. See

pre- and dominant.

Derivative : predominant-ly, adv.

predominate, intr. v. — Formed fr. pre- and

dominate.

Derivative: predominat-ing-ly, adv.

pre-eminence, n. — ME., fr. Late L. praeeminen-

tia, 'pre-eminence', fr. L. praeeminens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -ce.

pre-eminent, adj. — L. praeeminens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of praeeminere, 'to project forward,

to be pre-eminent', fr. prae (see pre-) and cmi-

nere, 'to stand out, project'. See eminent.

Derivatives: pre-eminent-ly, adv., pre-eminent-

ness, n.

pre-empt, tr. v., to acquire before others.— Back
formation fr. pre-emption.

pre-emption, n., the right of purchasing before

others, — Formed with suff. -ion fr. ML. prae-

emptus, pp. of praeimere, 'to buy beforehand',

fr. L. prae (see pre-) and emere, 'to buy'. See

exempt and cp. emption, redemption.

pre-emptive, adj. — See prec. word and -ive.

Derivative: preemptive-ly, adv.

preen, n., a pin; a brooch (Scot.) — ME. prene,

fr. OE. preon, 'pin, brooch', rel. to MLG.
pren(e), prin, 'awl, bodkin', Icel. prjonn, 'a knit-

ting needle', and to MLG. preme, MDu. prieme,

Du. priem, MHG. pfrieme, G. Pfriem, "awl,

bodkin'.

preen, tr. v., to trim, dress. — A blend of ME.
proynen, 'to trim the feathers' (see prune, 'to

preen'), and ME. prenen, 'to fasten', fr. OE.
preon, 'pin, brooch'. See preen, n.

pre-exiiian, adj., prior to the Babylonian cap-

tivity. — Formed fr. L. prae (see pre-), exilium,

'exile' (see exile), and suff. -ian.

pre-exilic, adj., pre-exilian. — See prec. word
and adj. suff. -ic.

pre-exist, intr. v. — Formed fr. pre- and e.xist.

pre-existence, n. — Formed fr. pre- and exist-

ence.

pre-existent, adj. — Formed fr. pre- and existent.

preface, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) preface, fr.

ML. praefatia, fr. L. praefatio, 'preface, pro-

logue", lit. 'a saying beforehand', fr. praefdtus,

pp. of praefdrl, 'to say beforehand, to premise',

fr. prae (see pre-) and fori, 'to speak'. See fame.

Derivatives : preface, tr. and intr. v.,prefac-er, n.

prefatory, adj., serving as a preface; relating to

the preface. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L.

praefdtus, pp. of praefdri. See preface.

Derivative: prefatori-ly, adv.

prefect, n. — ME., fr. OF. prefect (F. prefet), fr.

L. praefectus, 'overseer, chief, prefect', prop,

pp. ofpraeficere, 'to set over', fr. prae (see pre-)

and facere (pp. factus), 'to do, make'. See fact



prefectorjal

and cp. words there referred to. For the change

of Latin a (in tdctus) to e (in prae-fectus) see

accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: prefect-or-al, adj., prefectorial

(q.v.), prefecture (q.v.).

prefectorial, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. praefectorius, 'pertaining to a prefect', fr.

praefectus. See prefect and -orial.

prefecture, n. — L. praefectura, "the oflBce of an

overseer', fr. praefectus. See prefect and -ure.

Dttivative: prefectur-al, adj.

prefer, tr. v. — ME. preferren, fr. MF. (= F.)

preferer, fr. L. praeferre, 'to carry in front, to

prefer', fr. prae (see pre-) and ferre, 'to bear,

carry". See bear, 'to carry', and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: prefer-ment, n., preferr-ed, adj.,

preferr-ed-ly, adv.

preferable, adj. — F. preferable, fr. preferer, 'to

prefer'. See prefer and -able.

Derivatives : preferabil-ity, n.,preferable-ness, n.,

preferabl-y, adv.

preference, n.— F. preference, fr. ML. praeferen-

tia, fr. L. praeferens, gen. -entis. See next word

and -ce.

preferent, adj., having preference {law). — L.

praeferens, gen. -entis, pres. part, oi praeferre.

See prefer and -ent.

preferential, adj., having preference. — Formed

fr. ML. praeferentia (see preference) with adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: preferential-ism, n., preferential-ist,

n., preferential-Iy, adv.

preflgurate, adj. — Late L. praefigurdtus, pp. of

praefigurare, 'to prefigure'. See prefigure and

adj. suff. -ate.

prefiguration, n., representation by a previous

figure; a prototype. — Late L. praefigiirdtio,

gen. -onis, fr. praefigHrdtus, pp. of praefigHrdre.

See prefigure and -ation.

prefiguratlve, adj., pertaining to prefiguration. —
ML. praefigUrdtivus, fr. Late L. praefigHrdtus,

pp. of praefigHrdre. See prefigure and -ative.

Derivatives : prefigurative-ly, adv., prefigurative-

ness, n.

prefigure, tr. v. — Late L. praefigurdre, 'to pre-

figure", fr. L. prae (see pre-) and figHrdre, 'to

form, shape'. See figure, v.

prefix, tr. v. — ME. prefixen, fr. MF. (= F.) pre-

fixes, fr. L. praefixus, pp. of praefigere, 'to fix

before", fr. prae (see pre-) and/T^ere, 'to fix'. See

fix, v.

Derivatives: prefix-ation, n., prefix-ed, adj.,

prefix-ed-ly, adv.

prefix, n. — L. praeflxitm, neut. pp. ofpraefigere

.

See prefix, v.

Derivatives: prefix-al, adj., prefix-al-ly, adv.

preformation, n., previous formation. — Formed

fr. pre- and formation,

preformative, adj. and n. — Formed fr. pre- and

formative,

preglacial, adj., pertaining to the time preceding

the Glacial Period (geol.) — Formed fr. pre-

and glacial.

pregnable, adj. — F. prenable, fr. prendre, 'to

take, seize', fr. L. prehendere, 'to take hold of,

to seize'. See prehensile and -able and cp. im-

pregnable.

Derivative : pregnabil-ity, n.

pregnancy, n.— Formed fr. pregnant with suff". -cy.

pregnant, adj., with child, with young. — L.

praegndns, gen. -antis (also praegnds, gen. -dtis),

'with child, with young', lit. 'before birth', fr.

prae (see pre-) and -gnds, -gndns, from the base

of {g)ndsci, 'to be born'. See nation and -ant and

cp. impregnate.

pregnant, adj., full of weight, cogent. — ME.
preignant, fr. MF. preignant, pres. part, of

preindre, fr. earlier priembre, prembre, fr. L.

premere, 'to press'. See press, v., and -ant.

prehensible, adj., capable of being seized. —
Formed with suff. -ible fr. L. prehensus, pp. of

prehendere. See next word.

prehensile, adj., adapted for grasping. — F. pre-

hensile, fr. L. prehensus, pp. of prehendere, 'to

grasp, seize, lay hold of, fr. pre- and -hendere,

fr. I.-E. base *ghe(n)d-, 'to clasp, seize, reach,

attain, hold'. See get and words there referred

to and cp. esp. prey.

Derivative : prehensil-ity, n.

prehension, n. — L. prehensid, gen. -onis, 'a

seizing', fr. prehensus, pp. of prehendere. See

prec. word and -ion.

prehistoric, adj. — Formed fr. pre- and historic.

Derivatives: prehistoric-al, adj., prehistoric-al-

ly, adv.

prehistory, n. — Formed fr. pre- and history.

preimite, n., a hydrous silicate of aluminum and

calcium (mineral.) — G. Prehnit, named after

the Dutch officer Col. van Prehn, who brought

it to Europe from the Cape of Good Hope in

1795. The G. suff. -;/ goes back to Gk. -t-:y\c,\

see subst. suff. -ite.

prejudge, tr. v. — F. prejuger, fr. L. praejudicdre,

'to judge beforehand', fr. prae (see pre-) and

jadicdre, 'to judge'. See judge, v., and cp. pre-

judice.

prejudgment, prejudgement, n. — F. prejugemeni,

fr. prejuger. See prec. word and -ment.

prejudication, n. — Formed with suff. -ion fr. L.

praejddicdtus, pp. of praejudicdre. See prejudge

and -ation.

prejudice, n. — ME., fr. OF. (F. prejudice), fr. L.

praejUdicium, 'a preceding judgment; disadvan-

tage, prejudice', fr. prae (see pre-) and judicium,

'judgment'. See judicial and cp. prejudge.

prejudice, tr, v. — ME. prejudicen, fr. MF. (= F.)

prejudice. See prejudice, n.

Derivatives: prejudic-ed, adj., prejudic-ed-ly,

adv., prejudic-ial, adj., prejudic-ial-ly, adv.,

prejudic-ial-ness, n.

prelacy, n., the office of a prelate.— ME. prelacie,

fr. AF. prelacie, fr. ML. praelatia, fr. L. prae-

Idtus. See next word and -cy.

1235 preinuniLur y

prelate, n., an ecclesiastical dignitary. — ME.
prelat, fr. OF. prelat (F. prelat), fr. ML. praeld-

tus, 'prelate', fr. L. praeldtus (used as pp. of

praeferre, 'to carry in front'), formed fr. prae

(see pre-) and Idtus, 'borne, carried' (used as pp.

of ferre, 'to bear, carry'), which stands for

*tldtos, 'borne', carried', fr. *?/-, zero degree of

I.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry', whence

L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to bear,

support'. See tolerate and cp. collate and words

there referred to.

Derivatives : prelat-ic, prelat-ic-al, adjs., prelat-

ic-al-ly, adv., prelat-ish, adj., prelat-ism, n.,

prelat-ist, n., prelat-ize, tr. and intr. y.,prelature

(q.v.)

prelature, n., prelacy. — F. prelature, fr. ML.
praeldtUra, fr. praeldtus. See prec. word and -ure.

prelect, praelect, intr. v., to lecture.— L. praelec-

tus, pp. of praelegere, 'to read before, lecture',

fr. prae (see pre-) and legere, 'to read'. See

lecture.

prelection, praelection, n., 1) a public lecture; 2)

a previous reading. — L. praelectid, gen. -onis,

'lecture', fr. praelectus, pp. of praelegere. See

prec. word and -ion.

prelector, praelector, n., a reader or lecturer in a

college or university. — L. praelector, 'reader,

lecturer', fr. praelectus. See prelect and agential

suff. -or.

prelibation, n., a foretaste. — L. praelibdtid, gen.

-onis, 'a tasting beforehand', fr. praellbdtus, pp.

of praelibdre, 'to taste beforehand', fr. prae (see

pre-) and libdre, 'to pour out, make a libation',

whence 'to take a little from, to taste'. See pre-

and libation.

prelim, n.— Abbreviation of preliminary exami-

nation.

preliminary, adj., introductory, preparatory. —
F. preliminaire, fr. ML. praelimindris, fr. prae

(see pre-) and limen, gen. liminis, 'threshold'.

See limen and adj. suff. -ary.

preliminary, n., usually in the pi., an introductory

or preparatory step or measure. — F. prelimi-

naires (pi.), fr. ML. praelimindris. See prelimi-

nary, adj.

prelude, n. — MF. (= F.) prelude, fr. ML. prae-

ludium, fr. L. praelddere, 'to play beforehand',

fr. prae (see pre-) and Iddere, 'to play'. See

ludicrous and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: prelud-ial, adj., prelud-ious, adj.,

prelud-ious-ly, adv.

prelude, tr. v., to serve as prelude to something.

— L. praelddere. See prelude, n.

Derivatives: prelud-er, n., prelud-ize, intr. v.

prelusion, n., introduction. — Late L. praeldsio,

gen. -onis, 'a prelude', fr. L. praeliis-(um), pp.

stem of praelddere. See prelude, n., and -ion.

prelusive, adj., introductory. — Late L. praelus-

(um), pp. stem of L. praelddere. See prelude,

n., and -ive.

Derivative: prelusive-ly, adv.

premature, adj. — L. praematurus, 'very early.

untimely', fr. prae (see pre-) and mdturus, 'ripe,

early'. See mature.

Derivatives : premature-ly, adv., premature-ness,

n., prematurity (q.v.)

prematurity, n. — F. prematurite, fr. pre- (fr. L.

prae, 'before') and maturite, 'maturity'. See pre-

and maturity.

premaxilla, n., one of the two bones situated be-

tween the maxillae (anat.) — Medical L. prae-

maxilta, premaxilla, fr. L. prae (see pre-) and

maxiUa.

V)ema.lb/e: premaxill-ary, adj.

premeditate, tr. and intr. v. — L. praemeditdtus,

pp. ofpraemeditdri, 'to think over', fr. prae (see

pre-) and meditdri, 'to consider'. See meditate.

Derivatives: premeditat-ed-ly, adv., premeditat-

or, n.

premeditation, n. — L. praemeditdtio, gen. -onis,

'a considering beforehand', fr. praemeditdtus,

pp. of praemeditdri. See prec. word and -ion.

premeditatlve, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr.

L. praemeditdtus, pp. of praemeditdri.

premier, adj., first in rank or importance.— ME.
primier, fr. MF. (= F.) premier, 'first', fr. L.

primdrius, 'of the first rank, primary', fr. primus,

'first'. See primary.

Derivatives :/)/£/«/€/, a., premier-ess, n.,premier-

ship, n.

premiere, n., first performance of a play. — F.,

fem. of premier, 'first'. See prec. word.

premillenarian, adj., occurring before the millen-

nium. — Formed fr. pre- and miUenarian.

premillennialism, n. — See pre-, milleimium, -al

and -ism.

premise, premiss, n. — ME. premisse, fr. OF.

premisse (F. premisse), fr. ML. praemissa (scil.

sententid), '(a sentence) put before', fem. pp. of

h. praemittere, 'to send, set, put, before', fi. prae

(see pre-) and mittere, 'to send'. See mission.

premise, tr. v. — Fr. premise, n. Cp. obsolete

premit, 'to premise'.

premium, n. — L. praemium, 'reward, recom-

pense', for *prai-emiom, lit. 'that which one re-

ceives before others', fr. prae (see pre-) and

emere, 'to take'. See exempt and cp. words there

referred to.

premolar, adj., in front of the molar teeth (anat.)

— Formed fr. pre- and molar.

Derivative: premolar, n.

premonisb, tr. v. — Formed after admonish fr. L.

praemonere, 'to forewarm', fr. prae (see pre-)

and monere, 'to warn'. See monition.

premonition, n., a forewarning. MF., fr. Late L.

praemonilionem, ace. ofpraemonitidnem, 'a fore-

warning', fr. L. praemonitus, pp. ofpraemonere,

'to forewarn', fr. prae (see pre-) and monere, 'to

warn'. See monition.

premonitor, n., a forewarner. — Late L. praemo-

nitor, fr. L. praemonitus, pp. ofpraemonere. See

prec. word and -tor.

premonitory, adj., forewarning. — Late L. prae-

monitorius, 'that which gives previous warning'.



premonstrate \2M

fr. praemonitor. See prec. word and adj. suff.

-ory.

Derivative: premonitori-ly, adv.

premonstrate, tr. v., to show beforehand (obsol.)

— L. praemonstratus, pp. oi praemomtrare, 'to

show beforehand', fr. prae (see pre-) and mon-

strare, 'to show'. See monster and verbal suff.

-ate and cp. next word.

Premonstratensian, adj. and n. — Formed with

suff. -ian fr. ML. Praemonstrdtensis, 'pertaining

to Premontre', fr. (locus) Praemonstratus —Pre-

montre, in France, lit. 'the place foreshown (scil.

by St. Norbert, the founder of this religious

order). See prec. word.

premonstration, n., a showing beforehand (obsol.)

— Late L. praemonstratio, gen. -onis, fr. L. prae-

monstratus, pp. of praemonstrare. See pre-

monstrate and -ion.

premorse, adj., terminated abruptly (bot^ — L.

praemorsus, pp. of praemordere, 'to bite at the

end', lit. 'to bite in front', fr. prae (see pre-) and

mordere, 'to bite'. See mordant and cp. mor-

sel.

premundane, adj., existing before the creation of

the world. — Formed fr. pre- and mundane. Cp.

antemundane.

premunition, n., 1) premonition (archaic); 2)

protection beforehand (archaic); 3) immunity

to a disease due to a persistent latent infection

(med.)— L. praemunitio, gen. -onis, 'a fortifying

beforehand', fr. praemunitus, pp. oipraemunire,

'to fortify beforehand', fr. prae (see pre-) and

munire, 'to fortify, protect'. See munition and

cp. praemunire.

Prenanthes, n., a genus of plants, the rattlesnake-

root (hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

rpYjvr]? (Att. TrpavYji;), 'drooping with the face

forward', and avftoc;, 'flower'. The first element

is rel. to irpo, 'before'; see 2nd pro-. For the

second element see anther.

prenatal, adj., existing before birth. — Formed
fr. pre- and natal. Cp. postnatal.

prentice, n. — Aphetic for apprentice.

preoccupancy, n., the act of taking possession

before another. — Formed fr. pre- and oc-

cupancy.

preoccupation, n. — L. praeoccupatio, gen. -onis,

'a seizing beforehand', fr. prae (see pre-) and

occupdtio (see occupation).

preoccupy, tr. v. — L. praeoccupdre, 'to take pos-

session beforehand', fr. prae (see pre-) and oc-

cupdre. See occupy.

Derivatives: preoccupi-ed, adj., preoccupi-ed-ly,

adv., preoccupi-er, n.

prep, n., a preparatory school (school slang). —
Abbreviation ofpreparatory, n. (see preparatory,

adj.)

Derivative: prep, intr. v., to attend preparatory

school; tr. v., to prepare.

preparation, n. — ME. preparacion, fr. MF.
(= F.) preparation, fr. h. praepardtidnem, ace. of

praepardtid, 'a making ready, a preparing', fr.

praepardtus, pp. of praepardre. See prepare and
-ation.

preparative, adj.— ME. preparatif, fr. MF.(-^ F.)

preparatif(fem. preparative), fr. L. praepardtus,

pp. of praepardre. See prepare and- ative.

DenwatWe. preparative-ly, adv.

preparator, n., one who prepares. — Late L.

praepardtor, fr. L. praepardtus, pp. ofpraepard-

re. See prepare and agential suff. -or.

preparatory, adj. — Late h. praepardtdrius, fr. L.

praepardtus, pp. of praepardre. See next word
and adj. suff. -ate and -ory.

Derivatives
:
;7/-epa/-o/o/-y, n.,preparatori-ly, adv.

prepare, tr. and intr. v. — ME. preparen, fr. MF.
(= F.) preparer, fr. L. praepardre, "to make
ready beforehand, to prepare', fr. prae (see pre-)

and pardre, 'to make ready'. See pare and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: prepar-ed, adj., prepar-ed-ly, adv.,

prepar-ed-ness, n.

prepay, tr. v., to pay beforehand. — Formed fr.

pre- and pay, v.

Derivatives: prepay-able, adj., prepay-ment,

n.

prepense, adj. planned beforehand. — Back for-

mation fr. prepensed, pp. of the obsolete verb

prepense, fr. QArWtr purpense, fr. ME. purpensen,

'to premeditate', fr. OF. pourpenser, 'to plan,

meditate', fr. VL. *porpensdre, fr. par-, 'fore-

ward, forth', which is rel. to L. pro, 'before, for'

(see 1st pro-), and L. pensdre, 'to weight out

carefully, weigh out, examine'. See pensive.

preponderance, preponderancy, n. — Formed
from next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

preponderant, adj. — L. praeponderdns, gen. -an-

tis, pres. part, of praeponderdre. See next word
and -ant.

Derivative : preponderant-ly, adv.

preponderate, intr. v., tr. v., to outweigh (archaic);

intr. v., to exceed. — L. praeponderdtus, pp. of

praeponderdre, 'to outweigh', fr. prae (see pre-)

and pondus, gen. ponderis, 'weight'. See pound,

'a weight', and cp. words there referred to. For
the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

preponderation, n. — Late L. praeponderdtid, gen.

-onis, 'preponderance', fr. L. praeponderdtus,

pp. of praeponderdre. See prec. word and -Ion.

preposition, n. — ME. preposicioun, fr. MF.
(= ¥.) preposition, fr. L. praepositidnem, ace. of

praepositid, 'preposition', lit. 'a putting or plac-

ing before', fr. praepositus, pp. ofpraepdnere, 'to

put before', fr. prae (see pre-) and pdnere, 'to

put, place' (see position); so called because its

position is in front of the noun. In its grammat-

ical sense, L. praepositid is a loan translation of

Gk. Tvpo&Ecn?, lit. 'a setting before'.

Derivatives: preposition-al, adj., preposition-al-

ly, adv.

prepositive, adj., put before. — Late L. praeposi

tivus, 'that which is set before', fr. L. praeposi-

tus, pp. of praepdnere. See prec. word and -ive.

Derivative : prepositive-ly, adv.

Mi/ prescient

prepositor, praepositor, n., praepostor. — ML.
praepositor. See praepostor.

Derivative; prepositor-ial, adj.

prepossess, tr. v., to influence beforehand. —
Formed fr. pre- and possess.

Derivatives: prepossess-ed, adj., prepossess-ing,

adj., prepossess-ing-ly, adv., prepossess-ing-ness,

n.

prepossession, n. — Formed from prec. word on

the analogy of possession.

prepostor, n. — See praepostor.

preposterous, adj., absurd. — L. praeposterus,

'inverted, perverted', fr. prae (see pre-) unApos-

terus, 'coming after'. See posterior and -ous.

Derivatives : preposterous-ly, adv., preposterous-

ness, n.

prepotency, prepotence, n. — L. praepotentia,

'superior power', fr. praepotens, gen. -entis. See

next word and -cy, resp. -ce.

prepotent, adj., predominant; superior. — L.

praepotens, gen. -entis, 'very powerful', fr. prae

(see pre-) and potens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

posse, 'to be able". See potent.

Derivative: prepotent-ly, adv.

prepuce, n., the foreskin. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

prepuce, fr. L. praeputium, 'foreskin, prepuce',

fr. prae (see pre-) and *piitos, 'penis', which is

perh. cogn. with White Russian potka, Czech

pyj, 'penis', and with Lith. puciu, pusti, 'to blow,

swell', Lett, piislis, 'bladder', L.pustula, 'blister,

pimple, pustule". See pustule.

Derivative: preputi-al, adj.

Pre-Raphaelite, n., a member of the society of

painters called the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood;

adj., pertaining to Pre-Raphaelitism. — See next

word.

Pre-Raphaelitism, n., the style of the Pre-Raphae-

lites. — Formed with suff. -ism from the fore-

name of Raphael Sanzio (1483-1520) and the

suffixes -Ite and -Ism. The members of the Pre-

Raphaelite Brotherhood, founded in England in

1847, called themselves Pre-Raphaelites, to inti-

mate that their style resembled that of the Italian

painters before Raphael.

prerequisite, n. — Formed fr. pre- and requisite.

prerogative, n., a special privilege. — ME., fr.

OF. (= F.) prerogative, fr. L. praerogdtiva, 'a

previous choice or election', prop. fem. ofprae-

rogdtivus, 'asked for a vote before others', fr.

praerogdtus, pp. of praerogdre, 'to ask first', fr.

prae (see pre-) and rogdre, 'to ask'. See pre-,

rogation and -ive.

prerogative, adj., having a prerogative; privileged.

— L. praerogdtlvus. See prec. word.

presa, n., a mark showing where the successive

voices are to take up the theme (music). — It.,

lit. 'a taking", prop. fem. pp. of prendere, 'to

take", fr. L. prehendere. See prehensile.

presage, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) presage, fr. L.

praesdgium, 'a foreboding, omen', fr. praesdgire,

'to perceive beforehand', fr. prae (see pre-) and

sdgire, 'to perceive, quickly', fr. sdgus, 'pre-

saging, predicting'. See seek and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. sagacious.

Derivatives: presage-ful, adj., presage-ful-ly,

adv.

presage, tr. and intr. v. — MF. (= F.) presager,

fr. presage, 'foreboding, presage'. See prec.

word.

Derivative: presag-er, n.

presby-, combining form meaning 'old', as in

presbyopia. — Gk. Kpscipu-, fr. 7rpla|3ut;, 'old,

venerable', which stands for "jipsa-yv)? (cp.

Cretan mpsiYU?, Boeot. TipTuYu?), and lit.

means 'he that goes first'. The first element of

this compound is rel. to Gk. Trapoc, 'before,

aforetime, formerly', and cogn. with L. prae,

'before' ; see pre-. The second element is a deriv-

ative of I.-E. base *g"«-, 'to go', which is rel. to

base *g^'em-, of s.m., whence Gk. patvEiv, 'to

go', L. venire, 'to come', Goth, qiman, OE.

cuman, 'to come' ; see come and cp. base, 'bot-

tom'. Cp. priest.

presbycousis, presbycusis, n., impaired hearing

due to old age. — Medical L., prop, 'hearing of

the old', compounded of presby- and Gk.

axouati;, 'hearing', fr. azousiv, 'to hear'. See

acoustic.

presbyopia, n., impaired sight due to old age

(med.) — Medical L., lit. 'sight of the old', com-

pounded of presby- and Gk. -(OTria, from the

stem of c'iij), gen. otto;, 'eye'. See -opia.

Derivative: presbyop-ic, adj.

presbyter, n., an elder in a church; a priest. —
Eccles. L., fr. Gk. TtpEapuxspoc, 'elder', compar.

of Trpeopuc, 'old'. See presby- and -ther and cp.

prester, which is a doublet of presbyter.

Derivative: presbyter-ess, n.

presbyteral, adj., presbyterial. — F. presbyteral,

fr. Eccles. E.presbyterdlis,fr. presbyter. Secprec.

word and adj. suff. -al.

presbyterate, n., the ofl^ce of a presbyter. — Ec-

cles. E.presbyterdtus, ft. presbyter. See presbyter

and subst. suff. -ate.

presbyterial, adj., pertaining to a presbyter or a

presbytery. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Ec-

cles. L. presbyterium. See presbytery.

Presbyterian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. Eccles. L. presbyterium. See presbytery.

Derivatives: Presbyterian-ism, n., Presbyterian-

ize, tr. V.

presbytery, n., 1) a presbyter's or priest's house;

2) part of the church reserved for the clergy. —
Eccles. L. presbyterium, fr. Eccles. Gk. -pca-

[i'JTspi.ov. 'place of the elders', fr. Gk. -psoI^Ots-

po:, 'elder'. See presbyter and -y (representing

Gk. -ii).

prescience, n., foreknowledge; foresight. — ME.,

fr. OF. (= F.) prescience, fr. Eccles. L. prae-

scientia, 'foreknowledge', fr. L. praesciens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -ce.

prescient, adj., having prescience. — F. prescient,

fr. L. praescientem, ace. ofpraesciens, pres. part,

of praescire, 'to foreknow', fr. prae (see pre-)



prescind

and scire, 'to know'. See science and cp. words

there referred to.

Ttfirbi&tiy^: prescient-ly, adv.

prescind, tr. and intr. v., to abstract, isolate. — L.

praescindere, 'to cut off in front', fr. prae (see

pre-) and scindere, 'to cleave, split'. See shed, v.,

and cp. scissile.

prescission, n., the act of prescinding. — Formed

with suff. -ion fr. L. praescissus, pp. of prae-

scindere. See prec. word and scission.'

prescribe, tr. and intr. v.— ME. prescriben, fr. L.

praescribere, 'to write beforehand, order, ap-

point', fr. prae (see pre-) and scribere, 'to write'.

See scribe.

Derivative: prescrib-er, n.

prescript, adj., prescribed. — L. praescrlptus, pp.

ot praescribere. See prec. word.

prescript, n., something prescribed, ordinance. —
L. praescriptum, 'something prescribed', neut.

pp. oi praescribere. See prescript, adj.

prescriptible, adj., that can be prescribed.— MF.,

fr. ML. praescriptibilis, fr. L. praescrlptus, pp. of

praescribere. See prescribe and -ible.

prescription, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) prescrip-

tion, fr. L. praescriptionem, ace. of praescriptio,

'a writing in front; a precept, order', fr. prae-

scrlptus, pp. o( praescribere. See prescript, adj.,

and -ion.

prescriptive, adj. — Late L. praescriptlvus, 're-

lating to a legal exception', fr. L. praescrlptus,

pp. of praescribere. See prescript, adj., and

-ive.

Derivatives: prescriptive-ly, adv., prescriptive-

ness, n.

presence, n. — ME., fr. OF. (F. presence), fr. L.

praesentia, fr. praesens, gen. -entis, 'present'. See

present, adj. and -ce.

presence of mind. — Loan translation of F. pre-

sence d^esprit.

present, adj. — ME., fr. OF. present (F. present),

fr. L.praesentem, ace. o(praesens, 'present', pres.

part, of praeesse, 'to be before', fr. prae (see

pre-) and esse, 'to be". See esse and -ent and cp.

sans, senza. Cp. also absent.

Derivatives: present, n. (q.v.), present, v. (q.v.),

present-ly, adv.

present, tr. and intr. v. — ME. presenten, fr. OF.

presenter (F. presenter), fr. L. praesentare, 'to

place before, show, exhibit, present', fr. prae-

sens, gen. -entis. See present, adj.

Derivatives: present-able, adj., present-abil-ity,

n., present-able-ness, n., present-abl-y, adv.,

present-ive, SLii]., presenl-ive-ly, a.dv.,present-ive-

ness, n.

present, n., gift.— ME., fr. OF. (F. present), back

formation fr. presenter, 'to present something to

somebody', fr. L. praesentare. See present, v.

presentation, n. — ME. presentacioun, fr. OF.

(= F.) presentation, fr. L. praesentationem, ace.

of praesentatio, 'a placing before', fr. praesen-

tatus, pp. of praesentare. See present, v., and

ation and cp. present, n.

Derivatives : presentalion-al, adj., presentation-

ism, n., presentation-ist, n.

presentative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L

praesentatus, pp. of praesentare. See present, v.

presentee, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) presente, pp,

of presenter, 'to give a present to'. See present.

'gift', and -ee.

presential, adj., pertaining to the present. — Late

L. praesentidlis, fr. L. praesentia. See presence

and -iai.

Derivative : presential-ly, adv.

presentiality, n., the quality of being present. —
ML. presentialitas, fr. Late L. praesentidlis. See

prec. word and -ity.

presentiate, tr. v., to make present. — Formed

with verbal suff. -ate fr. I., praesentia, 'presence'.

See presence,

presentient, adj., having a presentiment. — L.

praesentiens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of praesen-

tlre, 'to feel beforehand', fr. prae (see pre-) and

sentlre, 'to feel'. See sentient,

presentiment, n., a foreboding, esp. of evil. —
Obsol. F. presentiment (F. pressentiment), frr

presentir (F. pressentir), 'to have a presentiment

of, fr. L. praesentire. See prec. word and -ment.

presentment, n., the act of presenting. — ME.

presentement, fr. MF.presentement, fr. presente.

'to place before, present'. See present, v., and

-ment.

preservable, adj. — Formed fr. preserve, v., with

suff. -able.

Derivative: preservabil-ity, n.

preservation, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= ¥.) preserva-

tion, fr. ML. praeservdtionem, ace. of praeservd-

tio, fr. Late L. praeservdre. See preserve, v., and

-ation.

preservative, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) preser-

vatif (fem. preservative), fr. preserver. See next

word and -ive.

Derivative: preservative, n.

preserve, tr. v. — ME. preserven, fr. MF. (=. F.)

preserver, fr. Late L. praeservare, 'to observe

beforehand', fr. L. prae (see pre-) and servdre,

'to save, deliver, preserve, protect'. See conserve.

Derivatives: preserve, n., preserv-er, n.

preside, intr. v.— ¥.presider, fr. L.praesidere, 'to

sit in front of, guard, watch, protect', fr. prae

(see pre-) and sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: presid-al, adj., presid-ing, verbal n.

and pres. part.

presidency, n. — ML. praesidentia, fr. L. prae-

sidens, gen. -entis. See next word and -cy.

president, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= ¥.) president, fr.

L. praesidentem, ace. ofpraesidens, pres. part, of

praesidere. See preside and -ent.

Derivative : president-ship, n.

presidential, adj. — ML. praesidentidlis, 'per-

taining to the president', fr. L. praesidens, gen.

-entis. See president and -ial.

Derivative: presidential-ly, adv.

presidial, adj., pertaining to, or having, a garri-

son. — F. presidial, fr. Late L. praesididlis, 'of a

garrison', L. praesidium, 'a presiding over, de-

fense, garrison', fr. praesidere. See presidium and

adj. suff. -al.

presidiary, adj., presidial.— L. praesididrius, 'per-

taining to a guard', fr. praesidium. See prec.

word.

presidio, n., a fort, a garrison in the S.W. of the

U.S. and in Sp. America. — Sp., 'garrison', fr.

L. praesidium. See presidial.

presidium, n., a permanent administrative com-

mittee in the government of the U.S.S.R. —
Russ. prezidium, fr. L. praesidium, 'a presiding

over, defense', fr. praesidere. See preside.

presignify, tr. v., to signify beforehand.— L. prae-

significdre, fr. prae (see pre-) and significdre, 'to

show by signs, signify'. See signify.

press, tr. v., to squeeze; intr. v., to exert pressure.

— ME. pressen, fr. OF. (= F.) presser, fr. L.

pressure, freq. ofpremere (pp. pressus), 'to press,

clasp', which is rel. to prelum, for *prem-lom,

'press, wine press'. Cp. compress, depress, em-

pressement, express, impress, oppress, repress,

suppress. Cp. also pregnant, 'cogent', print, re-

primand, sprain.

Derivatives: press-ed, pp. and adj., press-er, n.,

press-ing, adj., press-ing-ly, adv.

press, n., pressure, machine for pressing.— ME.
presse, press, fr. OF.(= F.) presse, fr. presser,

'to press'. See prec. word.

press, tr. v., to compell to serve in the navy. —
Back formation fr. obsol. E. prest, 'to enlist as

a sailor by giving earnest money', which was

mistaken for the pp. of press, 'to squeeze', but

derives fr. OF. prest, 'earnest money'. See prest

and cp. impress, 'to compel to serve'.

pressor, adj., raising blood pressure (med.) —
Late L. pressor, 'he who presses', fr. L. pressus,

pp. ofpremere, 'to press'. See press, 'to squeeze',

and agential suff. -or.

pressure, n. — ME., fr. L. pressHra, 'a pressing,

pressure', fr. pressus, pp. of premere, 'to press'.

See press, 'to squeeze', and -ure, and cp. acu-

pressure.

Derivatives: pressur-al, adj., pressur-ize, tr. v.,

pressur-iz-ation, n.

prest, n., an advance of money. — ME., fr. OF.

prest (F. pr^t), 'earnest money', back formation

fr. prester (F. prefer), 'to lend', fr. L. praestare,

'to become surety, to warrant', fr. praes, gen.

praedis, 'surety, security, bail', fr. *prae-vas, lit.

'bail before somebody'. See praedial and cp.

imprest. Cp. also prec. word. — L. praestare in

the above sense is distinct fr. praestare, 'to stand

before', which is formed fr. prae, 'before', and

stare, 'to stand'.

prester, n., a priest; Prester John, name of a leg-

endary Christian priest and king.— OF. prestre

(F. pretre), fr. L. presbyter. See presbyter.

prestidigitation, n., sleight of hand, juggling. —
P., fr. prestidigitateur. See next word and -ation.

prestidigitator, n., a performer of sleight of hand.

— F. prestidigitateur, a hybrid coined fr. F.

preste, 'quick, sharp, nimble', and L. digitus,

'finger'. F. preste derives fr. It. presto ; see presto.

For the second element see digit, for the ending

see suff. -ator.

prestige, n., good reputation; renown. — F., fr.

L. praestlgiae, 'deceptions, illusions, jugglers'

tricks', dissimilated fr. *praestrlgiae, fr. prae-

stringere, 'to bind fast, tie up; to dull the eye-

sight, dazzle', fr. prae (see pre-) and stringere, 'to

draw tight, to bind'. See stringent and cp. words

there referred to.

prestigiator, n. — L. praestigidtor, 'juggler, de-

ceiver' (whence also F. prestigiateur), fr. prae-

stlgiae. See prec. word and -ator.

prestigious, adj., 1) (archaic) pertaining to, or

practicing, juggling; deceitful, deceptive; 2)

having prestige. — Late L. praestlgidsus, 'full of

tricks, deceitful', fr. L. praestlgiae. See prestige

and -ous.

Derivatives: prestigious-ly, adv., prestigious-

ness, n.

prestissimo, adv., very quickly (mus.) — It.,

superl. of presto.

Derivative : prestissimo, n.

presto, adv., quickly (mus.)— It., fr. WL.praestus,

'ready', fr. L. praesto esse, 'to be at hand, be

ready' (whence also F. pret, 'ready'), fr. prae

(see pre-) and stare, 'to stand'. See state and cp.

appreteur, the first element in prestidigitator and

the second element in culprit.

presume, tr. and intr. v. — ME. presumen, fr. OF.
presumer (F. presumer), fr. L. praesumere, 'to

take beforehand, presuppose', fr. prae (see pre-)

and sQmere, 'to take', which is compounded of

sub-, 'under', and emere, 'to take'. See assume

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: presum-able, adj., presum-abl-y,

adv., presum-ed-ly, adv., presum-ing, adj.,

presum-ing-ly, adv., presumption (q.v.), pre-

sumptive (q.v.), presumptuous (q.v.)

presumption, n. — ME. presumpcioun, fr. OF.

presumpcion, presompcion (F. presomption), fr.

L. praesHmptidnem, ace. of praesHmptid, 'a

taking beforehand', fr. praesumptus, pp. ofprae-

sUmere. See prec. word and -tion and cp. sump-

tion and words there referred to.

presumptive, adj. — F. presomptif(fem. presomp-

tive), fr. Late L. praesHmptivus, fr. L. praesQmp-

tus, pp. of praesumere. See presume and -ive.

Derivative : presumptive-ly, adv.

presumptuous, adj. — ME., fr. OF. presump-

tueux (fem. presumptueuse) (= F. presomp-

tueux, fem. presomptueuse), fr. L. praesumptuo-

sus, fr. praesumptus, pp. of praesumere. See pre-

sumption and -ous.

Derivatives: presumptuous-ly, adv., presump-

tuous-ness, n.

presuppose, tr. v. — ME. presupposen, fr. MF.
(= F.) presupposer. See pre- and suppose.

presupposition, n. — MF. (= F.) presupposition,

fr. ML. praesuppositionem, ace. of praesuppo-



sitio, fr. L. prae (see pre-) and suppositio, gen.

-onis. See supposition.

pretend, tr. and intr. v. — ME. pretenden, fr. L.

praetendere, 'to stretch forth, pretend', fr. prae

(see pre-) and tendere, 'to stretch, extend'. See

tend, 'to move in a certain direction'.

Derivatives: pretend-ed, adj.,pretend-ed-ly, adv.,

pretend-er, n.

pretense, pretence, n., a claim. — AF. pretensse

(F. pretense), it. ML. praetensa, subst. use of

the fem. of Late h.praetensus, corresponding to

L. praetentus, pp. of praetendere, 'to stretch

forth; to pretend'. See pretend and cp. next

word.

pretension, n., a pretext; a claim. — ML. prae-

tensio (fr. Late L. praetensus), corresponding to

L. praetentio (whence F. pretention), fr. prae-

tentus, pp. of praetendere. See prec. word and

-ion and cp. tension.

pretentious, adj., making claims. — F. priten-

tieux, (t. pretention, 'pretension'. See prec. word

and -ious.

Derivatives: pretentious-ly, adv., pretentious-

ness, n.

preter-, combining form meaning 'beyond'. — L.

praeter, 'beyond, before, above, more than',

prop, compar. of prae, 'before'. See pre- and

-ther and cp. inter-, subter-.

preterit, preterite, adj. — ME. preterit, fr. OF.

preterit (F. preterit), fr. L. praeteritus, pp. of

praeterire, 'to go by, go past'. See preter- and

itinerate.

Derivative: /)re/e/'/r(e), n.

preterition, n., omission. — Late L. praeteritio,

gen. -onis, 'a passing by, omission', fr. praete-

ritus, pp. oi praeterire. See prec. word and -ion.

preteritive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

praeteritus, pp. oi praeterire. See preterit.

pretermission, n., an omission. — L. praetermis-

sio, gen. -onis, 'a passing over, omission', fr.

praetermissus, pp. of praelermittere. See next

word and -ion.

pretermit, tr. v., to omit. — L. praelermittere, 'to

allow to pass, let go by', fr. praeter- and mittere,

'to send'. See mission.

T>tnvs.t\vs: pretermitt-er, n.

preternatural, adj., the same as supernatural. —
M.L. praeternaturalis, fr. L. praeter ndtUrdm, 'be-

yond nature' (fr. praeter, 'beyond', and ace. of

ndtHra, 'nature'). See preter- and natural.

DenvaiivK:preternatural-ly,adv.,preternatural-

ness, n.

pretext, n. — F. pretexte, fr. L. praetextus, pp. of

praetexere, 'to weave in front, to fringe, border;

to place before; to allege as an excuse, pretend',

fr. prae (see pre-) and texere, 'to weave'. See

text.

Derivatives: pretext, tr. v., pretext-ed, adj.

pretone, n., the vowel or syllable preceding the

accented syllable. — Formed fr. L. prae (see

pre-) and tonus (fr. Gk. -rovo?), 'sound, tone'.

See tone.

pretonic, adj., preceding the accented syllable. —
See prec. word and the adj. tonic.

pretor, n. — See praetor.

prettify, tr. v., to render pretty. — Formed from

next word with suff. -fy.

Derivative : prettifi-er, n.

pretty, adj. — ME. praty, prety, 'clever', fr. OE.

prsettig, 'tricky, cunning', ii.prsett, 'a trick', rel.

to ON. prettr, 'a trick', prettugr, 'tricky', Fris.

pret, MDu. perte, Du. pret, 'trick, joke', Du.

prettig, 'sportive, funny'.

Derivatives: pretty, adv., and n., pretti-ly, adv.,

pretti-ness, n., pretty-ish, adj., pretty-ism, n.

pretzel, n., biscuit baked in the form of a twisted

ring. — G. Brezel, fr. MHG. brezel, prezel, fr.

OHG. brezitella, brecedela, fr. Eccles. L. *bra-

chitella, dimin. formed fr. *brachitum, 'any-

thing baked in the form of twisted arms', fr. L.

brachium, 'arm'; cp. ML. bracidelli (pi.). It.

bracciatello, OProven?. brassadel. See brace, n.

and dimin. suff. -el.

preux chevalier, a brave knight. — F. ;
preux de-

rives fr. OF. proz, 'brave', fr. Late L. prodis,

'useful, advantageous'. See prow, adj., and cp.

proud, prude. For the second word see clievalier.

prevail, intr. v. — ME. prevailen, fr. OF. prevail,

1st person pres. ofprevaleir (F. prevaloir), fr. L.

praevalere, 'to be more able, have greater power,

prevail', fr. prae, 'before' (see pre-) and valere,

'to be strong, to be worth'. See valiant and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives :/?r£va//-i«g-, a<ij.,prevail-ing-ly, adv.,

prevail-ing-ness, n.

prevalence, n. — F. prevalence, fr. Late L. prae-

valentia, fr. L. praevalens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -ce.

prevalent, adj. — L. praevalens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, ofpraevalere, 'to be more able'. See prevail

and -ent.

Derivatives: prevalent-ly, adv., prevalent-ness,

n.

prevaricate, intr. v., to speak evasively.— L. prae-

vdricdtus, pp. of praevdricdri, 'to walk crooked-

ly, not to be upright, to collude', fr. various,

'with bent feet, with feet spread apart, strad-

dling', fr. varus, 'bent, knock-kneed'. See various

and verbal suff. -ate and cp. divaricate.

prevarication, n. — L. praevdricdtid, gen. -onis,

fr. praevdricdtus, pp. of praevdricdri. See prec.

word and -ion.

prevaricator, n. — L. praevdricdtor, 'one who

does not fulfil his duty', lit. 'one who walks

crookedly', fi. praevdricdtus, pp. ofpraevdricdri.

See prevaricate and agential suff. -or.

prevenance, n., anticipation of the needs of others.

— F. prevenance, fr. prevenant, pres. part, of

prevenir, 'to go before, anticipate', fr. L. prae-

venire. See prevent and -ance.

prevenient, adj., preceding ;
preventive.— L. prae-

veniens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of praevenire, 'to

come before, anticipate'. See next word and -ent.

prevent, tr. v.— ME. preventen, fr. L. praeventus.

pp. ofpraevenire, 'to come before, to anticipate',

in Late L. also 'to prevent', fr. prae (see pre-)

and venire, 'to come', fr. I.-E. base *g^em-, 'to

come', whence also Goth, qiman, OE. cuman,

'to come'. See come and cp. venue, 'arrival'.

Derivatives: prevent-able, adj., prevent-abil-ity,

n., prevent-ative, adj. and n., prevent-er, n.,

prevent-ible, adj., prevent-ive, adj. and n.,

prevent-ive-ly, adv.

prevention, n., 1) the act of preventing; 2) an ob-

stacle. — Late L. praeventid, gen. -onis, 'the ac-

tion of anticipating*, fr. L. praeventus, pp. of

praevenire. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: prevention-al, adj.

previous, adj. — L. praevius, 'going before, lead-

ing the way', fr. prae (see pre-) and via, 'way'.

See via. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Derivatives: previous-ly, adv., previous-ness, n.

previse, tr. v., to foretell, to warn (rare) — L.

praevlsus, pp. ofpraevidere, 'to foresee'. See pre-

and vision.

prevision, n., foresight. — Late L. praevisid, gen.

-onis, fr. L. praevisus, pp. ofpraevidere. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivatives: prevision-al, adj., prevision-al-ly,

adv.

prey, n. — ME. preye, fr. OF. preie (F. proie), fr.

h.praeda, 'booty, plunder', contraction of *prai-

hedd, *prai-hidd, from the base of prehendere,

'to grasp, seize, lay hold of. See prehensile and

cp. predatory, depredate.

prey, intr. v. — ME. preyen, fr. OF. preer, preier,

fr. L. praeddri, 'to plunder, make booty', fr.

praeda. See prey, n.

Derivatives : prey-er, n., prey-ing, adj., prey-ing-

ly, adv.

PriacantMdae, n. pi., a family of tropical fishes

(ichthyol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

Gk. TrpTcov, 'a saw', and fixavit-a, 'a spine,

thorn'. The first element is rel. to TrpTetv,

Ttpti^Eiv, 'to saw', TrpTCT(ia, 'something sawn off';

see prism. For the second element see acan-

thus.

Priam, n., king of Troy and husband of Hecuba
{Greek mythol.)— L. Priamus, fr. Gk. Ilpiapioi;,

'Priam', a name prob. meaning 'redeemed', and
rel. to TTpiacdai, 'to buy', fr. L-E. base *q"ri-,

'to buy', whence also OI. krindti, 'buys', Mod-
Pers. xaridan, 'to buy', Olr. crenaim, 'I buy',

crith, 'purchase', Russ.-Church-Slav. krinuti, 'to

buy', Toch. A kuryar, 'trade', B karyor, 'pur-

chase'.

priapism, n., persistent painful erection of the

penis (med.) —• Late L. pridpismus, ft. Gk. irpi-

ajtiofxo?, fr. TrpiaTTiJ^Etv, 'to be lewd', fr. Ilpi-

anoi;, 'Priapus' (nameof the god of fertility) ; the

phallus', which is of uncertain origin. For the

ending see suff. -ism.

IHice, n. — ME. pris, fr. OF. pris (F. prix), fr. L.

pretium, 'worth, value, price', prop, 'the equiv-

alent of a thing', and cogn. with OL a-pratd.

'without recompense, gratuitously', prdti,

'against', Homeric Gk. Tcport, Gk. irpoi;, 'to-

ward, to, upon, against; at hard by near', Lett.

pret, 'opposite', OSlav. protivu, protivQ, 'in op-

position to, against', and with Gk. Ttapvrifxi, 'I

sell', prop. 'I give for equal value', L. par,

'equal'. See pair and cp. praise and prize, 're-

ward', which are doublets of price. Cp. also

precious, appreciate, depreciate.

Derivatives : pn'ce, tr. v., pric-ed, adj., price-less,

adj., price-less-ness, n., pric-er, n.

prick, n. — ME. prikke, prik, fr. OE. prica, 'a

point'; rel. to LG. prik, 'point', MDu. prick,

pricke, Da. prik, 'prick', Dan. prik, Swed. prick,

'point, dot'.

pricli, tr. and intr. v. — ME. prikken, priken, fr.

OE. prician, which is rel. to, and prob. even

derives from, OE. prica, 'a point' (see prick, n.)

;

rel. to hG.pricken, Du. prikken, 'to prick', Dan.
prikke, 'to mark with dots', Swed. pricka, 'to

point, prick, mark with dots'. Cp. pricket,

prickle. Cp. also prig, 'to steal'.

Derivatives: prick-er, n., prick-ing, n., prick-ly,

adj.

pricket, n., 1) a buck in his second year; 2) a

primitive kind of candlestick with a spike on
which to fix the candle. — Formed fr. prick, n.,

with suff. -et; so called in allusion to its straight

antlers. For sense development cp. brocket.

pricUe, n. — ME. prikel, fr. OE. pricel, dimin. of

prica. See prick, v., and dimin. suff. -le.

Derivatives: prickle, tr. and intr. v., prickl-ing,

adj., prickl-ing-ly, adv.

pride, n.— ME. pride, pryde, prude, fr. OE. pryte,

'pride', fr. prdt, 'proud'. See proud.

Derivatives: pride, tr. v., pride-ful, adj., pride-

ful-ly, adv., pride-ful-ness, n., pride-ling, n.

prie-dieu, n., a low desk for a person kneeling at

prayers. — F., lit. 'pray God', fr. prie, imper. of

prier, 'to pray', and Dieu, 'God', fr. L. Deus. See

pray and deity.

priest, n. — ME. prest, fr. OE. preost, fr. OF.
prevost (F. prevot), which prob. derives fr. VL.

*pre(p)ostus, *pre(v)ostus, fr. L. praepositus,

'chief, head, overseer', prop. pp. of praepdnere,

'to place before'. See praepostor and provost.

The usual derivation of OE. preost, fr. L pres-

byter (see presbyter) is wrong. It is due to a con-

fusion of the origin of OE. preost, with that of

OS., OHG. prestar, 'priest', which actually de-

rive fr. L. presbyter[Xhto\x%h the medium ofOF.
prestre (whence F. pretre), 'priest'].

Derivatives: priest, v., priest-ess, n., priesthood

(q.v.), priest-like, adj., priest-ly, adj., priest-li-

ness, n.

priesthood, n.— ME. presthod, fr. OE. preosthdd.

See priest and -hood.

prig, n., a fop, a pedant. — Of uncertain etymol-

ogy.

Derivatives: prigg-ery, n., prigg-ish, adj., prigg-

ish-ly, adv., prigg-ish-ness, n.

prig, v., to steal, pilfer (slang). — Perh. a var. of



pnii

prick, used in the archaic sense 'to ride away

hastily', orig. said of horsestealers.

Derivative: prig, n., a thief.

prill, n., a button of metal. — A word of the

Cornwall dialect.

prim, adj., neat; formal, pedant.— OF. prin, prim,

fem. prime, 'fine, delicate', lit. 'first', fr. L.

primus. See prime, adj., and cp. primp.

Derivatives : prim, tr. and intr. v., prim-ly, adv.,

prim-ness, n.

primacy, n. — ME. primacie, fr. OF. primacie (F.

primatie), £r. ML. prlmatia, fr. Late L. prlmas,

gen. primdtis, 'one of the first'. See primate and

-cy.

prima donna,— It., lit. 'first lady', fr. prima, fem.

oiprima, 'first', and donna, 'lady, mistress'. See

prime, adj., and donna.

prima facie, at first sight (law). — L., 'at first

sight', fr. fem. abl. sing, of primus, 'first' (see

prime, 'first'), and abl. sing, oifades, 'face, ap-

pearance'. See face.

primage, n., percentage addition to the freight;

formerly used in the sense of 'gratuity'. — ML.
primdgium, fr. L. primus, 'first'. See prime, adj.

primal, adj., 1) first in time; original; primitive;

2) first in importance; primary.— ML. primdlis,

fr. L. primus, 'first'. See prime, adj., and adj.

suff. -al.

primary, adj. — L. primdrius, 'of the first rank,

chief, principal', fr. primus, 'first'. See prime,

adj., and adj. sufl". -ary and cp. premier, primer,

'prayer book', primero, primeur.

Derivatives : primary, n., primari-ly, adv.

primate, n., an archbishop. — ME. primal, fr.

OF. (= F.) primal, fr. L. prlmdtem, ace. of pri-

mds, 'the first in rank, principal, chief, in Ec-

cles. L., 'archbishop', fr. primus. See prime,

adj., and cp. primacy.

Derivatives: primalial (q.v.), primale-siiip, n.

primatial, adj., pertaining to a primate. — F., fr.

primal. See prec. word and -ial.

Primates, n. pi., the order of mammals (zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. primds, gen. primdlis, 'one of the

first, principal, chief, fr. primus. See prime, adj.,

and cp. primate.

prime, adj., first. — ME., fr. OF. prime, fem. of

prin, which derives fr. L. primus, 'first', whence

also It. prima, 'first', OProven?. prim, 'first, ex-

cellent, fine, tender, delicate', Catal. prim, 'thin,

fine, cunning'. Sp. prima, adj., 'first, excellent',

n., 'cousin'. L. primus stands for *prls-mus,

superl. of *prls, an adverb meaning 'before',

and occurring also in prls-cus, 'old, ancient,

primitive', pris-tinus, 'former, early, primitive'.

L. *prls is rel. to prae, 'before'. See pre- and cp.

prim, prima donna, prima facie, primage, pri-

mary, primate, primer, primero, primeur, prim-

itive, primo, primrose, Primula, primum mobile,

primus. Cp. also prior, prince, Priscilla pristine,

Cp. also foremost. L. *prlsmus became primus

in the sense of the Latin phonetic law, accord-

ing to which i disappeared before d, I, m or n.

See comily and cp. words there referred to.

prime, n. , the best period ; the first canonical hour.

— ME., fr. OE. prime, 'the first canonical hour

(i.e. six o'clock)', fr. L. prima (hard), 'the first

hour', fem. of primus, 'first'. See prime, adj.

prime, tr. v., to make ready; intr. v., to supply a

firearm with priming. — Fr. prime, adj.

Derivatives: prim-er, cap or tube serving to

prime a firearm, prim-ing, n.

primer, n., 1) a prayer book; 2) an elementary

book; 3) a size of type. — ME., fr. ML. primd-

rius, prlmdrium, fr. L. primdrius, 'first, chief,

principal', fr. primus. See prime, adj., and -er

(representing L. -drius).

primero, n., a card game. — Fr. Sp. primera, fem.

of primero, 'first', fr. L. primdrius. See primary.

primeur, n., early fruit; novelty.— F. primeur, fr.

L. primdrius, 'first, of first rank'. See primary

and cp. words there referred to.

primeval, primaeval, adj., belonging to the first

ages. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. prl-

maevus, which is compounded of primus, 'first'

and aevum, 'age'. See prime, adj., and age.

Derivative: primi,a)eval-ly, adv.

primi-, combining form meaning 'first'. — L.

prlmi-, fr. primus, 'first'. See prune, adj.

primigenial, adj., first born; primary. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. prlmigenius, 'first of its

kind, primitive', which is compounded of primi-

and gen-, stem of gignere, 'to produce'. See

genus.

primine, n., the outermost integument ofan ovule.

— Formed with suff. -ine fr. L. primus, 'first'.

See prime, adj.

primipara, n., a woman bearing her first child, or

one who has born only one child. — L. primi-

para, 'who has born for the first time', com-

pounded of primi- and the stem ofpario, parere,

'to bring forth'. See parent.

primiparous, adj., bearing young for thefirst time.

— See prec. word and -ous.

primitive, adj. — ME. primilif, fr. MF. (= F.)

primitif (fem. primitive), fr. L. prlmirlvus, 'the

first of its kind', fr. primus, 'first'. See prime,

adj., and -ive.

Derivatives; primitive, n., primitive-ly, adv.,

primitive-ness, n.,primiliv-ism, n., primitiv-ist, n.,

primiliv-isl-ic, adj.

primo, n., the first or leading part (mus.)— It., fr.

L. primus, 'first'. See prime, adj.

prime-, comb, form meaning 'first". — L. prima-,

prima, adv., 'first", fr. primus, adj., 'first". See

prime, adj.

primogenital, adj., primogenitary. — Eccles. L.

prlmogenildlis, fr. Late L. primdgenilus, 'first-

born". See primogeniture and adj. suff. -al.

primogenitary, adj., pertaining to primogeniture.

— Formed with adj. suff. -ary fr. Late L. primd-

genilus, 'firstborn'. See next word.

primogenitor, n., an ancestor. — ML. primogeni-

tor, compounded of prime- and L. genitor, 'be-

getter, father', fr. genitus, pp. of gignere. See

1V!4J prism

next word and agential suff. -or and cp. pro-

genitor,

primogeniture, n., the state of being the first-born

child of the same parents. — ML. prlmogeni-

tara (whence also F. primogeniture), fr. Late L.

prlmdgenitus, 'first bom', which is compounded
of L. prlmd (adv.), 'first', and genitus, pp. of
gignere, 'to bring forth, bear'. See prime-, genus

and -ure and cp. ultimogeniture,

primordial, adj., original, primeval. — ME., fr.

Late L. prlmdrdidlis, fr. L. prlmdrdium, 'be-

ginning, origin', fr. primus, 'first', and ordirl, 'to

begin a web, to begin', rel. to drdo, gen. drdinis,

'line, order'. See prime, adj., order, n., and -ial.

Derivatives: primordial-ism, n., primordial-ily,

n., primordial-ly, adv.

primp, intr. v., to dress up. — Prob. formed fr.

prim, V. (q.v.)

primrose, n. — Late ME., fr. ME. primerole, fr.

OF. primerole, fr. ML. primula (see next word)

;

influenced in form by rose.

Primula, n., a genus of plants, the primrose (bat.)

— ModL., fr. ML. primula, 'primrose', lit. 'first-

ling' (short forprimula veris, 'firstling of spring'),

prop. fem. of L. prlmulus, dtmin. of primus,

'first' (see prime, adj., and -ule and cp. prec.

word); so called because it flowers in early

spring.

Primulaceae, n. pi., the primrose family {bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

primulaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

primuline, n., a yellow dye. — Formed with suff.

-ine fr. ML. primula. See prec. word.

primum mobile, the first source of motion. — L.,

'the first movable thing'. See prime, adj., and
mobile, adj. and n.

primus, adj. and n., the first. — L. primus. See

prime, adj.

prince, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. prlnceps,

'the first man, chief, leader', fr. *prlmd-capus,

'one occupying the first place', fr. primus, 'first'

(see prime, adj.), and the stem of capere, 'to

take, hold'. See captive and words there referred

to and cp. principal, principate, principle. For
the change of Latin a (in capere) to ^ (in prln-

ceps) see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: prince-dom n., prince-hood, n.,

prince-kin, n., prince-ling, n., prince-ly, adj.

princeps, adj., first. — L. See prec. word.

princess, n. — F. princesse, fr. prince. See prince

and 1st suff. -ess.

Otma.tv<ie: princess-ly, adj.

principal, adj. and n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr.

L. principalis, 'first, original; overseer, chief

magistrate', fr. prlnceps, gen. principis, 'first;

the first man'. See prince and adj. sufT. -al.

Derivative: principal-ly, adv.

principality, n., the dignity of a prince. — ME.
principalite, fr. OF. principalite (F. principaute),

fr. Late L. principdlitdlem, ace. of prlncipdlitds,

fr. L. principalis. See prec. word and -ity.

principate, n., principality. — ME. principal, fr.

L. prlncipdtus, 'first place, pre-eminence', fr.

princeps, gen. principis. See prince and subst.

suff. -ate.

principia, n. pi., fundamental principles. — L.,

pi. ofprincipium, 'beginning, origin', ft. prlnceps,

gen. principis; see prince. L. principium is a loan

translation of Gk. &pxh-
principle, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) principe,

'principle', fr. L. principium. See prec. word.

For the intrusive / cp. participle, syllable.

Derivatives: principl-ed, un-principl-ed, adjs.

prink, tr. v., to dress up. adorn; intr. v., to dress

oneself up. — Prob. a var. of prank, 'to adorn'.

Derivative: prink-y, adj.

print, n. — ME. prenle, preinte, printe, 'impres-

sion mark', fr. OF. preinte, prienle, prop. fem.

pp. used as a noun, fr. priembre, preindre (F.

preindre), 'to stamp, impress', fr. L.premere, 'to

press'. See press, 'to squeeze'.

print, tr. and intr. v. — ME. prenten, preenlen,

prinlen, fr. prenle, preinte, prime. See print, n.

Derivatives :/)ri«/'-ai/e, SLd}.,print-ed, adj., prim-

er, n., prim-ing, n.

prion, n., name of several kinds of petrels. —
ModL., fr. Gk. upTcov, 'a saw', which is rel. to

TTpieiv, 7Tp'.!^£tv, 'to saw'. See prism and cp. the

first element in Priacanthidae.

prion-, form of priono- before a vowel.

Prioniaae, n. pi., a family of beetles. — ModL.,
fr. Gk. TipZfov, 'a saw'. See prion and -inae.

prionine, adj. and n. — See prec. word.

priono-, before a vowel prion-, combining form
meaning 'a saw'. — Gk. Ttplovo-, fr. TTpftov,

gen. TTptovoi;, 'a saw'. See prion,

prior, adj., earlier.— L. prior, gen. prioris, 'form-

er; first; superior', compar. of OL. pri-, 'be-

fore', which is rel. to L. prae, 'before'. See pre-

and prime, adj., and cp. prius, a priori, pristine,

prior, n., the head of a priory. — ME. priour,

prior, fr. OE. prior, fr. OF. priour (F. prieur), fr.

Eccles. L. priorem, ace. ofprior, from the L. adj.

prior. See prior, adj.

Derivative: /irior-jAip, n.

priorate, n., the office of a prior. — Eccles. L.

pridrdlus, fr. L. prior. See prec. word and subst.

suff. -ate.

prioress, n.— ME. prioresse, fr. OF. prioresse, fr.

Eccles. L. pridrissa, fr. prior. See prior, n., and

1st -ess.

priority, n., precedence. — ME. priorile, fr. OF.
priorile (F. priorile), fr. ML. pridrildlem, ace. of

priorilds, fr. L. prior. See prior, adj., and suff.

-ity.

priory, n., a monastery subordinate to an abbey.
— ME. priorie, fr. AF. priorie, fr. Eccles. L.

pridria, fr. prior. See prior, n., and -y (represent-

ing OF., F. -ie).

Priscilla, fem. FN. — L., fem. of Priscillus, di-

min. of Prlscus, fr. prlscus, 'old, ancient, primi-

tive'. See prime, adj., and cp. pristine,

prise, tr. v., to force. — A var. of prize,

prism, n.— Late L.prisma, fr. Gk. 7tpio(i.a, 'some-
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thing sawn off; prism', fr. irpit^siv, 'to saw', fr.

TTpiEiv, of s.m., which is perh. cogn. with Alb.

priS, 'to break, destroy'. Cp. pistrix, Priacan-

thidae, prion, Pristis.

prismatic, adj. — F. prismatique, formed with

suif. -ique (see -Ic) fr. Gk. 7rpi:<j|ia, gen. 7tpi<T[J.a-

TO?, 'prism'. See prec. word.

Derivative: prismatic-al-ly, adv.

prismatoid, n., a solid resembling a prism. —
Compounded of Gk. itpicjAa, gen. ropiafxaxo?,

'prism' (see prism), and -oeiSy]!;, 'like', fr. sISoq,

'form, shape'. See -oid.

Derivative; prismatoid-al, adj.

prismoid, n., a prismlike body with similar, but

not equal, bases. — Compounded of Gk. Trpi-

(j|ia, 'prism', and -osiSrji;, 'like'. See prec. word.

Derivative : prismoid-al, adj.

prison, n. — ME. prison, prisun, fr. OF. prison,

prisun (F. prison), 'jail, prison', fr. VL. *pre-

sionem, fr. L. prensionem, ace. of prensio, con-

tracted form oiprehensio, 'a seizing, arresting',

fr. prehensus, pp. of prehendere, 'to lay hold of,

seize, catch'. See prehensile and cp. misprision,

prize, 'the act of seizing'.

prisoner, n. — ME., fr. OF. prisonier (F. prison-

nier), prop, 'a jailer', fr. prison, 'jail, prison'. See

prison and agential suflF. -er.

prissy, adj., prim. — Prob. a blend of prim and

sissy.

Derivatives : prmi-Zy, a.&<i.,prissi-ness, n.

pristine, adj., belonging to the earliest time.— L.

pristinus, 'former, early, primitive'. See prime

adj., and cp. Priscilla. For the suff. -tinus cp. L.

diutinus, 'long lasting', crastinus, 'of tomorrow'.

Pristis, n., the genus of sawfishes {ichthyol.) —
ModL., fr. L. pristis, 'shark, whale, sawfish,

sea monster', TtpiCTxIi;, ttpTcttk;, of s.m., lit.

'sawyer', fr. Ttpfeiv, 'to saw'. See prism and cp.

words there referred to.

pri'thee, interj. {archaic). — Fr. earlier prey the,

'(I) pray thee'.

prius, n., that which takes precedence. — L.,

neut. of prior, 'former, previous'. See prior.

privacy, n. — ME. privacie, fr. privat. See private,

adj., and -cy.

privatdocent, n., a university lecturer in Germany

and Austria, not paid by the university. — G.,

lit. 'private teacher'. See private, adj., and

docent.

private, adj. — ME. privat, fr. L. privatus, 'apart

from the State, belonging to an individual', pp.

of privdre, 'to bereave, deprive, rob', fr. /)rfv«i,

'single", which stands for *prei-^os, and is rel.

to per, 'through', pro, 'for' (see per- and 1st

pro-); privus lit. means 'that which stands by

itself. Cp. Umbr. preve, 'singularly, particular-

ly'. Cp. also deprive, privation, privy, privilege.

For the ending of private see adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: private, n., privat-eer, n. and intr.

v., privat-eer-ing, private-ly, a6v.,private-ness, a.

privation, n. — ME. privacion, fr. MF. (= F.)

privation, fr. L. prTvati6nem, ace. of privatio, fr.

privatus, pp. ofprivdre. See prec. word and -ion.

privative, adj. — L. privdtlvus, 'denoting priva-

tion, negative', fr. privatus, pp. of privdre. See

private and -ive.

Derivatives: privative, n., privative-ly, adv.,

privet, n., an evergreen shrub. — Of uncertain

etymology. The earUer forms primet, primeprint

suggest a connection with prime, n. Cp. ME.

primerole (see primrose.)

privilege, n. — ME., fr. OF. privilege (F. privi-

lege), fr. L. privilegium, 'a bill of law in favor or

against an individual', compounded of privus,

'single, private' (see private), and leg-, stem of

lex, gen. legis, 'law'. See legal and cp. words

there referred to.

privilege, tr. v. — ME. privilegen, fr. privilege.

See privilege, n.

Derivatives: privileg-ed, adj., privileg-er, n.

privity, n., a special relationship between parties

(law). — ME. privite, fr. OF. privite, fr. prive (F.

prive), 'private'. See privy and -ity.

privy, adj., private. — ME. prive, fr. OF. prive

(F. prive), fr. L. privdtus. See private.

Derivatives : privy, n.,privi-ly, &dv., privity (q.v.)

prize, n., reward. — ME. pris, fr. OF. pris (F.

prix), 'price, prize', fr. L. pretium, 'worth,

value, price'. Prize is the doublet of price (q.v.)

The spelling prize is due to the influence of

prize, 'act of seizing'. Cp. praise,

prize, tr. v., to estimate. — ME. prisen, fr. OF.

preisier, prisier (F. priser), fr. Late L. pretidre,

'to prize, value', fr. L. pretium. See prec. word

and cp. misprize,

prize, n., something taken by force. — ME. prise,

fr. OF. (= F.) prise, 'a taking, seizing, holding',

prop. fem. pp. used as a noun, fr. prendre, "to

take, seize', fr. L. prendere, contracted form of

prehendere. See prehensile and cp. prey, prison.

Cp. also mainprize.

Derivative: prize, tr. v., to force.

prize, n., a lever. — ME. prise, fr. OF. (=. F.)

prise, 'a taking, seizing'. See prec. word.

Derivative: prize, tr. v., to press, esp. with a

lever, to pry.

pro-, pref. of Latin origin meaning 'before, for-

ward, forth, for, in favor of; in place of, on

behalf of; according to'. — L. pro-, fr. pro,

'before, in front of, for, on behalf of, instead of,

rel. to per, 'through', prae, 'before', por- (for

*pr-), 'forward' and cogn. with OI. para, 'be-

yond', prd; 'before, forward, forth', Gk. T^po,

'before', Tripoc, 'before', Trapdt, 'from beside,

against, beyond", repi, 'around, about, toward',

Goth, faiira, 'before', OE. fore, 'before, for, on

account of. See fore, adv., and for and cp. 2nd

pro-, per, pre-. Cp. also proceres, prodigal,

prone, prose, province, proud, prow, 'valiant',

and the second element in reciprocal. Cp. also

the pref. in pollicitation and in words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also the pref. in pourboire, pour-

parler, ponrpoint.

pro-, pref. of Greek origin meaning 'before, for-
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ward'. — Gk. irpo-, fr. Tipd, 'before'. See 1st

pro- and cp. protero-, proto-, prow, 'fore part of

a ship'.

proa, n., a kind of outrigged sailing boat. —
Malay prahu, prau.

pro and con, adv., n., and v. — Short for pro and
contra, 'for and against', fr. L.pro, 'for' (see 1st

pro-), and contra, 'against' (see contra-).

probabiliorism, n. — F. probabiliorisme, lit. 'the

teaching of that which is more probable', fr. L.

probdbilior, 'more probable', compar. ofprobd-

bilis. See next word and 1st -ior.

probabilism, n., the doctrine that real knowledge

is impossible (philos.) — F. probabilisme, lit.

'the doctrine of that which is probable' ; formed

with suff. -isme fr. L. probdbilis. See probable

and -ism.

probabilist, n., a believer in probabilism. — F.

probabiliste. See prec. word and -ist.

probability, n. — MF. (= F.) probabilite, fr. L.

probdbilitdtem, ace. of probdbilitds, fr. probd-

bilis. See next word and -ity.

probable, adj.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. pro-

bdbilis, 'that may be assumed or proved, likely,

probable', fr. probdre, 'to try, test, prove'. See

probate and -able.

Derivatives: probable, n., probable-ness, n.,

probabl-y, adv.

probang, n., a rod of whalebone provided with a

sponge used for the removal of obstructions

from the gullet. — Fr. caiWcT provang, which is

of uncertain origin ; influenced in form by prove.

probate, n., 1) the proving of a will ; 2) the copy of

a will with a certificate that it has been proved.

— ME. probat, fr. L. probdtum, neut. of probd-

tus, pp. of probdre, 'to try, test, prove', fr. pro-

bus, 'good, proper, serviceable, upright'. See

prove and adj. suff. -ate and cp. probable, pro-

bity.

probate, tr. v., 1) to prove the genuineness of (a

will); 2) to put (a convicted offender) on proba-

tion.— L. probdtus, pp. ofprobdre. See probate,

n.

probation, n., 1) the testing of a person's conduct,

character, etc. ; 2) the releasing of a convicted

(usually) young offender dependent upon his

good behavior. — ME. probacioun, fr. MF.(=
F.) probation, fr. L. probdtidnem, ace. of pro-

bdtid, 'a trying, proving, examination', fr. pro-

bdtus, pp. of probdre. See probate, n., and -ion.

Derivatives: probation-al, adj., probation-ary,

adj. and n., probation-er, n., probation-ism, n.,

probation-ist, n.

probative, adj., affording proof. — L. probdtivus,

'pertaining to proof, fr. probdtus, pp. of pro-

bdre. See probate, adj., and -ive.

Derivative : probative-ly, adv.

probatory, adj., probative.— ML. probdtdrius, fr.

L. probdtus, pp. ofprobdre. See probate, n., and

adj. suff. -cry.

probe, n. —- Late L. proba, 'proof, back forma-

tion fr. L. probdre. See probate, adj.

probe, tr. and intr. v. — Partly fr. probe, n.,

partly directly fr. L. probdre.

Derivatives: probe-able, adj., prob-er, n.

probity, n., honesty, rectitude. — MF. (= F.)

probite, fr. L. probitdtem, ace. of probitds,

'goodness, honesty, uprightness', fr. probus. See

probate, adj., and -ity.

problem, n. — Late ME. probleme, fr. F. pro-

blime, fr. L. problema, fr. Gk. 7tp6pXT)(jia, 'dis-

cussion, problem', lit. 'something thrown for-

ward', fr. TipopaXXeiv, 'to throw forward', fr.

7rp6 (see 2nd pro-) and pdXXeiv, 'to throw, cast'.

See ballistic and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : problematic (<i.v.),problemat-ist, n.,

problemat-ize, tr. v.,problem-ist, n., problem-ist-

ic, adj., problem-ize, intr. v.

problematic, problematical, adj. — F. problema-

tique, fr. Late L. problematicus, fr. Gk. Tipo-

pXYjpLaTizo?, 'pertaining to a problem', fr. 7tp6-

p).7)|j.a, gen. TrpopXVjfxaTO?. See prec. word and

-ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: problematical-ly, adv.

Proboscidea, n. pi., an order of ungulate mam-
mals including the elephant and many extinct

genera, as the mammoth, mastodon, etc. —
ModL., fr. Gk. 7cpo(iocTxt<;, gen. TtpopoaxiSoi;,

'trunk'. See proboscis.

proboscidian, adj. and n. — See prec. word and

-ian.

proboscis, n., the trunk of the elephant. — L., fr.

Gk. jrpo^oCTxiG, fr. Ttpo (see 2nd pro-) and (36-

CTXEiv, 'to feed', from stem Pot-, whence also

PoxavTj, 'grass, fodder'. See botany.

procacious, adj., pert. — Formed with suff. -ions

fr. L. procax, gen. -dcis. See next word.

Derivative: procacious-ly, adv.

procacity, n., pertness. — F. procacite, fr. L. pro-

cdcitdtem, ace. of procdcitds, 'boldness, inso-

lence', fr. procdx, gen. -dcis, 'bold, insolent,

pert', fr. procdre, 'to ask, demand', which is rel.

to procus, 'wooer, suitor', precdri, 'to ask, beg,

pray, request'. See pray and cp. words there

referred to. For the ending see suff. -ity.

procaine, n., an alkaloid, CjjHj^OjN^ (pharm.)—
Contraction of pro- and (co)caine.

procedendo, n., a writ sent by a superior court to

an inferior, directing the latter to proceed to

judgment. — L. (de) procedendo {ad judicium),

'relating to a proceeding (to judgment)', abl. of

the gerund of procedere, 'to proceed'. See pro-

ceed.

procedure, n. — F. procedure, fr. proceder, 'to

proceed'. See next word and -ure.

Derivatives: procedur-al, adj., procedur-al-ly,

adv.

proceed, intr. v. — ME. proceden, fr. OF. pro-

ceder (F. proceder), fr. L. procedere (pp. pro-

cessus), 'to go forward, advance'. See 1st pro-

and cede.

Derivatives: proceeds, n. pi., proceed-er, n.,

proceed-ing, n.

proceleusmatic, adj., animating; containing four
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short syllables (pros.) — Late L. proceleusma-

ticus, fr. Gk. Tcpo>t£>.£'jC[iaTix6i;, fr. TiipoxeXsu-

eiv, 'to give orders before', fr. T^po (see 2nd

pro-) and xcXeiisiv, 'to exhort, order', which is

rel. to xeXy)?, 'race horse', and cogn. with L.

celer, 'swift'. See celerity and cp. words there

referred to. For the ending see adj. sufF. -ic.

Procellaria, n., a genus of birds including the

albatrosses, fulmars, etc. (ornithol.) — ModL.,

fr. L. procella, 'storm, tempest', which is rel. to

procellere, 'to throw down', fr. 1st pro- and I.-E.

base *k^el-, 'to strike, cut', whence also Gk.

kXSv, 'to break in pieces', L. calamitds, 'defeat',

in-columis, 'uninjured'. See clastic and cp. words

there referred to. For the ending see sufF. -aria.

Derivatives: procellari-an, adj. and n.

procephalic, adj., pertaining to the front of the

head. — Formed fr. 2nd pro- and Gk. x£(paXY],

'head'. See cephalic.

proceres, n. pi., nobles, princes. — L. proceres,

prop, a collateral form of proci, pi. of procus.

Proci lit. means 'they who stand in front', fr.

I.-E. base *pro-go-, which occurs also in L.

procul, 'at a distance, afar', in the second ele-

ment of reciprocus, 'alternating' and in Gk.

TTpoJta, 'forthwith, straightway' (lit. 'turning

forward'). I.-E. *pro-co- is enlarged fr. *prd-,

'before, forward, forth', whence also Gk.

mpo, 'before', L. prO, 'before, for'. See 1st

and 2nd pro- and cp. the second element in

reciprocal. The alteration of L. proci into pro-

ceres is due to the analogy of pauperis, 'the

poor', pi. ofpauper.

procerity, n., tallness. — L. proceritas, 'height,

tallness', fr. procerus, 'high, tall', which was

formed fr. 1st pro- and -cerus, from the stem

of crescere, 'to grow' ; see crescent. For the end-

ing see suff. -ity.

process, n. — ME. proces, fr. MF. (= F.) proces,

fr. L. processus, 'a going forward, advance', fr.

processus, pp. of procedere. See proceed.

Derivatives: process, tr. v., to submit to a pro-

cess, process-al, adj., procession (q.v.)

process, intr. v., to go in procession. — Back for-

mation fr. procession.

procession, n. — MB. processioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

procession, fr. L. processionem, ace. ofprocessio,

'a going forward, advance', fr. processus, pp. of

procedere. See proceed and -ion.

Derivatives: procession, intr. and tr. v., pro-

cessional (q.v.), processionary (q.v.), procession-

ist, n.

processional, adj. — ME., fr. ML. processionalis,

'pertaining to a procession', fr. L. processio, gen.

-onis. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: processional-ly, adv.

processionary, adj., processional. — ML. pro-

cessionarius, fr. L. processio, gen. -onis. See

procession and adj. suff. -ary.

proces-verbal, an official report. — F., lit. 'a ver-

bal process'.

prochein, prochain, adj., nearest, next {law). — F.

prochain, fr. VL. *propidnus, formed fr. L. pro-

pe, 'near' (adv.), on analogy of VL. *antidnus,

'old, former', fr. L. ante, 'before'. L. prope de-

rives fr. I.-E. *pro-q^e. See propinquity and cp.

words there referred to.

prochronism, n., an ante-dating. — Formed with

suff. -ism fr. Gk. Jipoxpovoi;, 'preceding in

time', fr. Ttpo (see 2nd pro-) and xpovoi;, 'time'.

See chronic and cp. anachronism, metachronism.

procidentia, n., the prolapse of an organ (med.)—
L. procidentia, 'a falling forward or down', fr.

prdcidens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of procidere,

'to fall forward, fall down', fr. 1st pro- and

cadere, 'to fall'. See cadence. For the change of

Latin a (in cadere) to / (in pro-cidere) see abigeat

and cp. words there referred to.

proclaim, tr. v. — ME. proclamen, fr. L. procld-

mdre, 'to call out, cry out', fr. 1st pro- and cld-

mdre, 'to call, cry'. See claim, v.

Derivative: proclaim-er, n.

proclamation, n. — ME. proclamacioun, fr. MF.
(= B .) proclamation, fr. L. prdcldmalidnem, ace.

of prdcldmdtio, 'a calling out, outcry', fr. prd-

cldmdtus, pp. ofprocldmdre. See prec. word and

-ation.

proclitic, adj. — ModL. procliticus, formed on

analogy of encliticus fr. Gk. 7rpo>cXTv£iv, 'to

lean forward', fr. Ttpo (see 2nd pro-) and xXTveiv,

'to lean'. See enclitic,

proclivity, n., tendency, incUnation. — F. procli-

vity, fr. L. proclivitdtem, ace. ofprdclivitds, 'des-

cent ; tendency, inclination', fr. prdclivis, 'slop-

ing downward; inclined', fr. 1st pro- and cli-

vus, 'slope, hiir. See clivus and -ity.

proconsul, n. — ME., fr. L. proconsul, from the

phrase pro cdnsule, 'for, instead of, the consul',

fr. pro, 'for' (see 1st pro-), and abl. of consul.

See consul and cp. propraetor.

Derivative: proconsul-ship, n.

proconsular, adj.— h.prdconsuldris, fr. proconsul.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ar.

proconsulate, n., office of a proconsul. — L.

proconsuldtus, fr. proconsul. See proconsul and

subst. suff. -ate.

procrastinate, intr. v., to postpone. — L. prdcrds-

tindlus, pp. of prdcrdstindre, 'to put off till the

morrow', fr. 1st pro- and crdstinus, 'of to-

morrow', fr. eras, 'tomorrow', which is of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives: procrastinat-ing, adj., procrastinat-

ing-ly, adv., procrastinat-ory, adj.

procrastinator, n. — L. procrdstindtor, fr. pro-

crdstindtus, pp. of prdcrdstinare. See prec. word

and agential suff. -or.

procreant, adj., procreating; fruitful. — L. prd-

credns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of procredre. See

next word and -ant.

procreate, tr. v., to beget.— L. procredtus, pp. of

procredre, 'to beget'. See 1st pro- and create.

Derivatives :/>rocreario« (q.v.),procreat-ive, adj.,

procreal-ive-ness, a., procreat-or, n.

procreation, n. — ME. procreacioun, fr. OF. pro-
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creacion (F. procreation), fr. L. procredtionem,

ace. of procredtio, 'begetting, procreation', fr.

procredre. See prec. word and -ion.

Procrustean, adj., pertaining to Procrustes. —
See next word and -can.

Procrustes, n., a mythical robber in Attica who
made his victims fit his bed by stretching their

legs or cutting them off.— L. Procrustes, fr. Gk.

npoxpouCTTY)?, lit. 'Stretcher', fr. Ttpoxpousiv, 'to

stretch out', fr. Tcpo (see 2nd pro-) and Jtpousiv,

'to beat, strike', which is related to )tpoatvsi.v,

'to beat, strike', and prob. cogn. with OSlav. su-

krusQ, su-krusiti, 'to break to pieces, crush',

OSlav. krucha, 'fragment, morsel', Lith. krusu,

krusti, 'to strike', krusd, 'hail'.

Derivative: Procrust-ean, adj.

proct-, form of procto- before a vowel.

proctalgia, n., pain in the rectum (med.)— Medi-

cal L., compounded of proct- and Gk. -aXyiS,

fr. SXyoi;, 'pain'. See -algia.

proctitis, n., inflammation of the rectum (med.)

— Medical L., formed fr. Gk. TrpozToi;, 'anus'

(see procto-), with suff. -itis.

procto-, before a vowel proct-, combining form

used to denote the rectum. — Gk. Ttptox-ro-,

KptoxT-, fr. TCpwxToq, 'anus', which is perh. cogn.

with Arm. erastan-k\ 'posterior'.

proctor, n. procurator.— ME. prokelour, short-

ened fr. L. procurdtor. See procurator and cp.

proxy.

Derivatives : proctor, tr. and intr. \.,proctor-ial,

adj. proctor-iat-ly, adv.,proctor-ize, tr. and intr.

v., proctor-iz-ation, n.

procumbent, adj., leaning forward, prone. — L.

procumbens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of procum-

bere, 'to fall forward', fr. 1st pro- and cumbere,

'to lie'. See cubicle and -ent and cp. accumbent

and words there referred to.

procuracy, n., the office of a procurator; proxy.

— ME. procuracie, fr. ML. prdcurdtia, corre-

sponding to L. procurdtio, gen. -onis. See next

word and -cy and cp. proxy.

procuration, n. — ME. procuracioun, fr. OF. (=

F.) procuration, fr. L. prdcHrdtidnem, ace. of

prdcHrdtid, 'a caring for, management', fr. prd-

curdtus, pp. ofprdcurdre. See procure and -ation.

procurator, n. — ME. procuratour, fr. OF. pro-

curator (F. procurateur), fr. L. procurdtorem,

ace. of procurator, 'manager, overseer', ft. pro-

curdtus, pp. ofprdcurdre. See procure and agent-

ial suff. -or and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: procurator-ate, n., procuralor-ial,

adj., procuratory (q.v.), procurator-ship, n.

procuratory, adj., pertaining to procuration. —
Late L. procurdtorius, fr. L. procurator. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ory.

procuratory, n., a mandate to act as a procurator.

— ML. prdcdrdlorium, prop. neut. of the Late

L- adj. procurdtorius, used as a noun. See proc-

uratory, adj.

procuratrix, n.— L. procuratrix, fem. ofprocura-

tor. See procurator and -trix.

procure, tr. and intr. v. — ME. procuren, fr. L.

prdcUrdre, 'to take care of, attend to, manage',

fr. 1st pro- and cdrdre, 'to take care of. See

cure, v.

Derivatives: procur-able, adj., procur-ance, n.,

procur-ative, adj., procure-ment, n.

procurer, n., pander, pimp. — ME. procurour, fr.

OF. procureur (F. procureur), fr. L. prdcUrdtd-

rem, ace. of procurdtor. See procurator.

procuress, n., a woman procurer. — Contraction

of OF. procureresse (see haplology), fr. procu-

reur. See prec. word and 1st -ess.

Procyon, n., the most important star in the con-

stellation Canis Minor.— L., fr. Gk. Ilpoxutov,

lit. 'before the dog', fr. 7tp6 (see 2nd pro-) and

xiiwv, 'dog', which is cogn. with "L. canis, 'dog'

(see canine) ; so called because it rises before Si-

nus, the dog-star.

Procyon, n., a genus of mammals including the

raccoons (zool.) — Fr. prec. word.

Procyonidae, n. pi., a family of mammals includ-

ing the raccoons, coaties, etc.— ModL., form-

ed from prec. word with suff. -idae.

prod, tr. v., to thrust with a pointed instrument;

n., a prodding.— Of uncertain origin; perh. rel.

to brad (q.v.)

Derivative: prodd-er, n.

prodigal, adj., 1) recklessly wasteful; 2) lavish. —
Late L. prddigdlis, fr. L. prddigus, 'wasteful,

lavish', fr. prddigere, 'to drive forth, to consume,

waste', fr. prod-, early form ofpro- (see 1st pro-),

and agere, 'to drive'; see agent, adj., and cp.

words there referred to. For the change of Latin

a (in dgere) to i (in prdd-igere, prdd-lgus) see

abigeat and cp. words there referred to. For the

ending see adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : prodigal, n., prodigal-ish, adj.
,
prod-

igal-ism, n., prodigality (q.v.), prodigal-ize, tr.

v.

prodigality, n. — ME. prodigalite, fr. OF. (= P.)

prodigalite, fr. Late L. prodigdlitdtem, ace. of

prddigdlitds, 'wastefulness', fr. prddigdlis, fr. L.

prddigus. See prec. word and -ity.

prodigious, adj., wonderful. — L. prddigidsus,

'strange, wonderful, marvellous', fr. prodigium.

See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: pT-orf/j/oHj-/,!', adv., prodigious-ness,

n.

prodigy, n., 1) a wonder; 2) a person (esp. a

child) endowed with extraordinary qualities. —
L. prodigium, 'sign, omen, portent, prodigy',

prob. formed fr. prod-, early form of pro- (see

1st pro-) and *agiom, fr. base of aid (for *ag''d),

'I say'. See adage and -y (representing L. -ium).

prodromal, adj., precursory (med.) — Formed
from next word with adj. suff. -al.

prodrome, n., a premonitory symptom (med.) —
F., fr. Medical L. prodromus, fr. Gk. 7TpoSpo(xo;,

'running before', fr. Ttpo (see 2nd pro-) and
8p6[iO(;, 'a running'. See dromedary and cp.

syndrome.

Derivative: prodrom-ic, adj.



produce

produce, tr. and intr. v. — ME. producen, fr. L.

producere, 'to lead forward, bring forth, beget,

produce, draw out, lengthen', fr. 1st pro- and

dilcere, 'to lead'. See duke and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: produce, n., produc-er, n., produc-

ible, adj., produc-ibil-ity,n., produc-ible-ness, n.

product, n. — L. productum, 'something pro-

duced', subst. use of the neut. of productus, pp.

o(producere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: product-ible, adj., product-ibil-ity,

n., production (q.v.), productive (q.v.)

production, n.— ME. produccioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

production, fr. L. productionem, ace. of produc-

tid, 'a lengthening', in Late L. 'a leading forth,

a bringing forward', fr. productus, pp. of pro-

ducere. See produce and -ion.

Derivatives: production-al, adj., production-ist,

n.

productive, adj. — F. productif (fern, productive),

fr. ML. productivus, 'fit for production', fr. L.

productus, pp. of producere. See produce and

-ive.

Derivatives : productive-ly, adv. ,
productive-ness,

n., productiv-ity, n.

proem, n., a brief introduction, prelude. —
ME. proheme, fr. OF. prokeme, proeme (F.

proeme), fr. L. prooemium, fr. Gk. TTpoot|iiov,

'an opening, introduction, prelude', fr. 7cp6 (see

2nd pro-) and o\\j.oc, (oI[j.o;), 'way, road, path'.

See paroemia.

proemial, adj., pertaining to a proem.— Formed
with adj. suff. -a! fr. L. proemium. See prec.

word.

profanation, n.— MF. (= F.), fr. Late L. /7ro/ana-

tionem, ace. of profanatio, fr. L. profandtus, pp.

of profdnare. See profane, v., and -ation.

profane, tr. v.— ME. prophanen, fr. L. profdnare,

'to make profane', fr. profdnus. See profane, adj.

Derivative: profan-er, n.

profane, adj. — ME. prophane, fr. OF. (= F.)

profane, fr. L. profdnus, 'unholy, not sacred',

lit. 'that which is situated before (i.e. outside of)

the temple', fr. 1st pro- &nd fdnum, 'temple'. See

fane.

Derivatives: profane-ly, adv., profane-ness, n.

profanity, n.— Late L. profdnitds, fr. L. profdnus.

See profane, adj., and -Ity.

profess, tr. and intr. v.— Back formation fr. ME.
professed, 'bound by a vow' (said of a monk or a

nun), fr. OF. profess (fern, professe), of s.m., fr.

L. professus, pp. ofprofiteri, 'to declare publicly,

confess openly', fr. 1st pro- and fateri (pp. fas-

sus), 'to confess, own, acknowledge'. See con-

fess. For the change of Latin a (in fdssus) to g

(in pro-fgssus) see accent and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: profess-ed, adj. and n., profess-ed-

ly, adv.

profession, n. — ME. professioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

profession, fr. L. professidnem, ace. ofprofessio,

'public declaration, avowal, profession', fr.

professus, pp. of profiteri. See prec. word and

-ion.

Derivatives: profession-al, adj. and n., profes-

sion-al-ism, n., profession-al-ist, n., profession-

al-ize, v., profession-al-iz-ation, n., profession-

al-Iy, adv.

professor, n. — L., 'a public teacher, one who
makes teaching his business', fr. professus, pp.

of profiteri. See profess and agential suff. -or.

Derivatives : professor-ate, n.
,
professorial (q.v.),

professori-ate, n., professor-ship, n.

professorial, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

Late L. professorius, 'pertaining to a public

teacher', fr. L. professor. See prec. word.

DmYSiXiyss: professorial-ism, n., professorial-ly,

adv.

proffer, tr. v. — ME. profren, proferen, fr. AF.

profrer, fr. OF. porofrir, profrir, fr. pref. por-,

'forward', and ofrir, 'to offer'. OF. por- derives

fr. VL. por, which corresponds to L. pro,

'before, for'; see 1st pro-. OF. ofrir (whence F.

offrir) derives fr. VL. *offerire, which corre-

sponds to L. offerre, 'to offer', for whose etymol-

ogy see offer, v.

proficiency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

proficient, adj. — L. proficiens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, ofprdficere, 'to go forward, advance, effect,

accomplish', fr. 1st pro- and facere, 'to make,

do'. See fact and cp. profit. For the change of

Latin d (infdcere) to i (in pro-ficere, pro-ficiens)

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to. For

the ending see suff. -ent.

Derivatives: proficient, n., proficient-ly, adv.,

proficient-ness, n.

profile, n., side view.— It. profilo, profiilo, 'draw-

ing in outline', fr. profilare, proffilare, 'to draw

in outline, to outline', fr. pro- (fr. L. pro, 'be-

fore, for'), and filo, 'thread, line' (fr. L. filum).

See 1st pro- and file, 'collection of papers', and

cp. purfle.

Derivative: profil-ist, n.

profile, tr. v. — It. profilare, fr. profilo. See pro-

file, n.

profit, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= E.) profit, fr. L. pro-

fectus, 'advance, progress, effect', fr. profectus,

pp. ofprdficere. See proficient.

Derivatives: profit, v. (q.v.), profit-less, adj.,

profit-less-ly, adv.

profit, tr. and intr. v. — ME. profiten, fr. OF.

(= F.) profiler, fr. profit. See profit, n.

Derivatives: profitable (q.v.), profit-eer, intr. v.

and n., profiteer-ing, n. and adj.

profitable, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= E .) profitable,

fr. OF., fr. profit. See profit, n., and -able.

Derivatives: profitabl-y, adw, profitable-ness, n.

proflarin, also proflavine, n., a reddish-brown

powder used as an antiseptic. — Coined fr. 1st

pro- and flavin.

profligacy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

profligate, adj., 1) dissolute; 2) recklessly extra-
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vagant ; n., a profligate person.— L. prdfllgdtus,

'cast down, wretched, miserable, dissolute', pp.

ofprdfligdre, 'to strike to the ground, cast down
utterly, overthrow, destroy', fr. 1st pro- and

fligdre, fr. fiigere, 'to strike'. See afflict and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: profligate-ly, adv., profligate-ness,

n.

profound, adj., deep. — ME., fr. OF. profund,

profond (F. profond), fr. L. profundus, 'deep,

profound', fr. 1st pro- and fundus, 'bottom'. See

fund and cp. found, 'to establish', and de pro-

fundis. Cp. also bottom.

Derivatives: profound, n., profound-ness, n.

profundity, n. — ME. profundite, fr. OF. pro-

fundite (F. profondite), fr. L. profunditdtem, ace.

of profunditds, 'depth, intensity', fr. profundtts.

See prec. word and -ity.

profuse, adj., lavish. — ME., fr. L. profusus,

'spread out; lavish, extravagant', pp. ofprofun-

dere, 'to pour out, shed', fr. 1st pro- andfundere

(pp. fusus), 'to pour, melt'. See found, 'to cast',

and cp. fuse, 'to melt'.

Derivatives: profuse-ly, adv., profuse-ness, n.,

profusion (q.v.), profus-ive, adj., profus-ive-ly,

adv., profus-ive-ness, n.

profusion, n. — F., fr. Late L. profusionem, ace.

of profitsio, 'a pouring out; profusion', fr. L.

profusus, pp. of profundere. See prec. word and

-ion.

prog, intr. v., to poke about; to beg. — Derived

from, or rel. to, ME. prokken, 'to beg', which is

prob. of LG. origin. Cp. Du. pracher, 'to beg',

whence Dan. prakker, Swed. prackare, 'beggar'.

Du. pracher derives fr. G. Pracher, 'beggar'

(whencepracAfrn, 'to beg'), which is of Slavonic

origin. Cp. dial. OPol. pracharz, 'beggar', which

is rel. to Lith. prasyti, 'to ask, beg' (whence pres.

part, prdsqs, 'asking, begging'), and to OSlav.

prositi, 'to ask, beg', and cogn. with L. precdri,

'to ask, beg'; see pray. See Kluge-Mitzka,

EWDS., pp. 561-62 s.v. Pracher.

Derivatives: prog, n., food obtained by begging,

progg-er, n.

prog, n., a proctor at Oxford or Cambridge Uni-

versity (Slang) — Corruption of proctor. Cp.

proggins.

progenitive, adj., capable of reproduction. —
Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. progenitus, pp. of

progignere. See next word.

progenitor, n., ancestor. — ME. progenitour, fr.

MF. progeniteur, fr. L. progenitorem, ace. of

progenitor, fr. progenitus, pp. of progignere, 'to

beget, bring forth', fr. 1st pro- and gignere, 'to

beget'. See genital and agential suff. -or.

progenitress, adj., a female progenitor. — See

progenitor and -ess.

progenitrix, n., a female progenitor. — L. pro-

genitrix, fem. of progenitor. See progenitor and

-trix.

progeny, n., children, descendants. — ME. pro-

genie, fr. OF. progenie, fr. L. progenies, 'de-

scent, lineage, offspring', from the stem of

progignere. See progenitor and -y (representing

OR, F. -ie).

progeria, n., premature aging (med.) — Medical

L., formed fr. 2nd pro- and Gk. y^pa?, 'old

age', which is rel. to yepcov, 'old man'. See

geronto- and 1st -ia.

progesterone, n., a refined extract obtained fr.

progestin (biochem.) — Coined fr. 1st pro-, L.

gestdtid (see gestation), sterol and suff. -one. Cp.

next word.

progestin, n., a hormone obtained from the cor-

pus luteum (biochem.)— Coined by Comer and

Allen in 1930 fr. 1st pro- and L. gestdre, 'to

carry about' (see gestate and -in) ; so called by

them because it prepares the endometrium for

the implantation of the fertilized ovum.

proglottid, n., segment of a tapeworm capable of

reproduction (zool.) — Formed fr. 1st pro-, 'be-

fore', Gk. yXciooa, yXtoTTa, 'tongue', and 4th

suff. -id. Cp. 7rpoyX<oaai<;, 'tip of the tongue',

and see glottis.

proglottis, n., proglottid (zool.) — ModL. See

prec. word.

prognathic, adj., having projecting jaws (anat.) —
Formed fr. 2nd pro- and Gk. yva&o?, 'jaw'. See

gnathic.

prognathism, n., the state of being prognathous

(anat.) — See prec. word and -ism.

prognathous, adj., having projecting jaws (anat.)

— See prognathic and -ous.

prognosis, n., prognostication.— Late L., fr. Gk.

7tp6yvo>iTii;, 'foreknowledge', from the stem of

Trpoytyvioaxeiv, 'to know beforehand', fr. rcpo

(see 2nd pro-) and yiyvcocrxEiv, 'to know'. See

gnome, 'maxim', and cp. gnosis.

prognostic, adj., prognosticating. — ML. pro-

gnosticus, fr. Gk. Tcpoyv£oaTix6(;, 'foreknowing,

pertaining to foreknowledge', fr. *:rpoyvo)aT6(;,

verbal adj. of 7tpoyi.yva)(jxEi.v, 'to know before-

hand'. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives : pz-ognoific, n. (q.v.), prognostic-al-

ly, adv., prognostic-able, adj.

prognostic, n., a sign, omen, prognostication. —
ME. pronostike, pronostique, fr. OF. pronostique

(E. pronostic), fr. L. prognosticon or progndsti-

cum, fr. Gk. Trpoyvcoaxtxiv, prop. neut. of the

adj. TcpoyvtotJTixoi;. See prognostic, adj.

prognosticate, tr. v., to foretell, forecast. — ML.
prognosticdtus, pp. of prognosticdre, fr. progno-

sticus. See prognostic, adj., and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives : prognostication (q.v.), prognosticat-

or, n., prognos- ticat-ory, adj.

prognostication, n., forecast; prediction. — ME.
pronosticacioun, fr. MF. (= E.) pronostication,

fr. ML. prognosticdtionem, ace. of prognostica-

tid, fr. prognosticdtus, pp. of prognosticdre; see

prec. word and -ion. E. prognostication was in-

fluenced in form by ML. progndsticdtid.

program, programme, n. — Late L. programnw,

'proclamation', fr. Gk. Kp<iypa[ji(jia, gen. itpo-

yp(4[i(iaTos,'public notice', from thestemofitpo-
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yptiipetv, 'to write before, write in public', fr. 7tp6

(see 2nd pro-) and ypicpeiv, 'to write' ; see -gram.

The form programme was influenced by F. pro-

gramme.

Derivatives: program{me), tr. v., program{m)-

ist, n., program{rn)-ist-ic, programmat-ic, adjs.

progress, n. — ME. progresse, fr. MF. progres

(F. progres), fr. L. progressus, 'a going forward,

advance', fr. progressus, pp. oT progredi, 'to go

forward, advance', fr. 1st pro- and gradi (pp.

gressus), 'to step, walk, go'. See grade, 'step',

and cp. words there referred to. For the change

of Latin a (in grddt) to e (in pro-gressus) see

accent and cp. words there referred to. For the

form of gressus, pp. of gradi, see congress.

Derivatives: progress, intr. and tr. v., progress-

er, n., progression (q.v.), progress-ist, n., pro-

gressive (q.v.)

progression, n.— MM.progressioun, fr. MF. (= F).

progression, fr. L. progressionem, ace. of pro-

gressio, 'a going forward, a going forth', fr.

progressus, pp. of progredi. See prec. word and

-ion.

Derivatives: progression-al, adj., progression-al-

ly, adv., progression-ism, n., progression-ist, n.

progressive, adj. — F. progressif (fern, progres-

sive), fr. L. progressus, pp. oi progredi. See pro-

gress and -ive.

Gsriwaixyss: progressive, n., progressive-ly, adv.,

progressive-ness, n.

prohibit, tr. v.— ME. prohibiten, fr. L. prohibitus,

pp. of prohibere, 'to hold back, restrain', fr. 1st

pro- and habere, 'to have'; see habit. For the

change of Latin a (in habere) to i (in pro-hibere)

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: prohibit-er, n., prohibition (q.v.)

protiibltion, n.— ME. prohibicioun, fr. MF. (=F.)

prohibition, fr. L. prohibitionem, ace. of pro-

hibitio, 'a holding back, hindering, preventing',

fr. prohibitus, pp. of prohibere. See prec. word
and -ion.

Derivatives: prohibition-ary, adj., prohibition-

ism, n., prohibition-ist, n.

prohibitive, adj. — F. prohibitif {ftm. prohibitive),

fr. Late L. prohibitivus, fr. L. prohibitus, pp. of

prohibere. See prohibit and -ive.

Derivatives: prohibitive-ly, adv., prohibitive-

ness, n.

prohibitory, adj. — Late L. prohibitorius, 're-

straining, prohibitory', fr. L. prohibitus, pp. of

prohibere. See prohibit and adj. suff". -ory.

project, tr. and intr. v., to throw; to plan. — L.

projectus, pp. of projicere, 'to throw forth or be-

fore, to throw down', fr. 1st. pro- and jacere

(pp. jactus), 'to throw, cast'. See jet, 'to spirt

forth', and cp. parget. For the change of Latin a

(in jactus) to e (in pro-jgctus) see accent and cp.

words there referred to.

project, n., a plan. — L. projectum, 'something

tlirown forth or before', neut. pp. of projicere.

Cp. F. projet and see project, v.

Derivatives: project-ile, adj. and n., project-ing.
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adj., project-ing-ly, adv., project-ion, n., pro-

ject-ive, adj., project-ive-ly, adv., project-iv-ity,

n., project-or, n.

prolamin, prolamine, n., a kind of simple protein

{biochem.) — Contraction of /»ro/uie, ammonia

and suff. -in(e).

prolan, n., the gonadotropic principle found in

the urine of pregnant women (biochem.) —
Coined by Zondek from L. proles, 'offspring,

children' (see proles), and -an, a suff. frequently

used in chemistry and biochemistry.

prolapse, n., the falling or slipping out of place

of an internal organ. — L. prolapsus, 'a gliding

forward', fr. prolapsus, pp. of proldbi, 'to glide

forward', fr. 1st pro- and labl, 'to glide'. See

lapse.

prolapse, intr. v., to fall or slip out of place. — L.

prolapsus, pp. of proldbi. See prolapse, adj.

prolate, adj., elongated. — L. proldtus (used as

pp. of proferr^, 'to carry forward, bring forth,

extend'), formed fr. />/-o (see 1st pro-) and Idtus,

'borne, carried'(used as pp. ferre,'to bear, carry'),

which stands for *tldtos, 'borne', fr. *tl-, zero

degree of L-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry',

whence L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to

bear, support'. See tolerate and cp. collate and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: prolate-ly, adv., prolate-ness, n.

prolation, n. — h. proldtio, gen. -onis, 'a bringing

forward', fr. proldtus. See prec. word and -ion.

prolative, adj. — Late L. prdldtivus, fr. L. prold-

tus. See prolate and -ive.

Derivative : prolative-ly, adv.

proleg, n., one of the abdominal legs of the larvae

of several insects. — A hybrid coined fr. L. pro,

'before, for' (see 1st pro-), and E. leg.

prolegomenary, adj., introductory. — See next

word and adj. suff. -ary.

prolegomenon, n., introduction. — Gk. Trpo-

Xeyofxevov, neut. pass. pres. part ofTrpoXsyeiv, 'to

say beforehand', fr. iipo (see 2nd pro-) and

Xeysiv, 'to say' ; see lecture. For the Greek pass,

suff. -jjsvoi; see alumnus and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

prolegomenous, adj., prolegomenary. — See prec.

word and -ous.

prolepsis, n., anticipation. — L., fr. Gk. Ttpo-

X7;!j;ti;, 'a taking beforehand', fr. TrpoXajxPavsiv,

'to take beforehand', fr. rpo (see 2nd pro-) and
XajxpivEtv, 'to take, grasp, seize'. See lemma
and cp. words there referred to.

proleptic, adj., anticipatory.— Gk. -poXrjTTTixoi;,

'anticipative', fr. *7ipoXr)7iT6(;, verbal adj. of

7tpoXa(jipdtv£iv. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: proleptic-al, adj., proleptic-al-ly,

adv.

proles, n., offspring, issue (law). — L. proles,

'offspring, children, descendants', contracted fr.

*pro-oles, fr. 1st pro- and base *al-, 'to nourish',

whence also L. alere, 'to nourish'. See aliment

and cp. next word, prolan, prolific. Cp. also

soboles.
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proletarian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. proletdrius, 'belonging to that class of

citizens who owing to their poverty could serve

the State only by having children (= L.prdles)'.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: proletarian-ism, n., proletarian-ize,

tr. v., proletarian-iz-ation, n.

proletariat, proletariate, n., 1) the lowest class in

ancient Rome; 2) the lowest class in the com-

munity. — F. proletariat, fr. L. proletdrius. See

prec. word and subst. suff. -ate.

Derivatives

:

proletariate, adj., proletariat-ism, n.

proletary, n. and adj., proletarian. — L. proletd-

rius. See proletarian.

Derivatives : proletar-ize, tr. v. , proletar-iz-ation,

n.

prolicide, n. , the killing of one's child or children

;

infanticide. — Compounded of L. proles, 'off-

spring, child', and -cidium, 'killing', fr. caedere,

'to kill'. See proles and -cide, 'killing'.

proliferate, tr. v. and adj. — Back formation fr.

proliferation.

proliferation, n., rapid production. — F. prolife-

ration, fr. prolifere, 'proliferous'. See next word

and -ation.

proliferous, adj., reproducing offspring freely. —
Formed fr. ML. prolifer (whence also F. prolife-

re), 'bearing offspring', fr. L. proles, 'offspring'

and the stem offero,ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See

proles and -ferous.

prolific, adj., fertile, fruitful. — F. prolifique, fr.

ML. prolificus, which is compounded of L. pro-

les, 'offspring' and the stem of -ficere, unstressed

form offacere, 'to make, do'. See proles and -fie.

Derivatives: prolific-acy, n., prolific-al, adj.,

prolific-al-ly, adv., prolific-al-ness, n., prolific-

ity, n., prolific-ness, n.

proligerous, adj., producing offspring.
'— See

proles and -gerous.

proline, prolin, n., an amino acid, C^H^O^N (bio-

chem.) — Coined fr. pyrrole and suff. -in(e).

prolix, adj., verbose. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

prolixe, fr. L. prolixus, 'stretched out, extended',

orig. meaning 'flowing forward', fr. 1st pro- and

the stem of liquere, 'to flow'. See liquid and cp.

lixiviate.

Derivatives: prolixity (q.v.), prolix-ly, adv.,

prolix-ness, n.

prolixity, n., verbosity. — ME. prolixite, fr. OF.
(= F.) prolixite, fr. Late L. prolixitdtem, ace. of

prolixitds, 'great extension', fr. L. prolixus. See

prec. word and -ity.

prolocutor, n., a speaker of the Lower -House of

Convocation. — L. prdlocStor, 'a pleader, ad-

vocate', fr. prolocHtus, pp. of prologui, 'to speak

out, declare', fr. 1st pro- and logui, 'to speak'.

See locution.

Derivative: prolocutor-ship, n.

prolog, n. — See prologue.

prologize, also prologuize, intr. v., to write or

deliver a prologue. — Gk. TtpoXoyt^etv, fr. Ttp6-

Xoyoi;. See next, word and -ize.

Derivative: prolog(u)iz-er, n.

prologue, also prolog, n. — ME. prolog, fr. OF.

(= F.) prologue, fr. L. prologus, fr. Gk. mpo-

Xoyo?, 'a speech beforehand, a prologue', fr.

7rp6 (see 2nd pro-) and Xoyo;, 'speech'. See

logos.

T>envatives. prologue, prolog, tr. v.,prologu-ist,

prolog-ist, n.

prologuize, v. — See prologize.

prolong, tr. v. — ME. prolongen, fr. OF. prolon-

guer, prolonguier (F. prolonger), fr. Late L. pro-

longdre, 'to prolong', fr. 1st pro- and L. longus,

'long'. See long, adj., and cp. purloin, which is a

doublet of prolong.

prolongate, tr. v. — Late L. prdlongdtus, pp. of

prolongdre. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

prolongation, n. — OF. (= F.), fr. Late L. pro-

longdtionem, ace. ofprolongdtio, fr. prdlongdtus,

pp. of prolongdre. See prolong and -ation.

prolusion, n., a prelude. — L. prdlusid, gen. -dnis,

'a preliminary exercise', fr. prolus-(um), pp. stem

of proludere, 'to play beforehand, prelude', fr.

1st pro- and ludere, 'to play'. See ludicrous and

-ion and cp. prelude, prelusion.

prolusory, adj., introductory. — Late L. prdlH-

sdrius, fr. L. prdliis-(um), pp. stem of prdWdere.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ory.

promenade, n. — F., fr. promener, 'to take (some-

body) out for a walk', se promener, 'to walk', fr.

Late L. promindre, 'to drive (cattle, etc.) for-

ward', fr. 1st pro- and mindre, 'to drive', prop,

'to drive by threatening shouts', fr. L. mindri, 'to

threaten', fr. minae (pi.), 'threats, menaces',

which is rel. to imminere, 'to project over; to

threaten'; fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to stand out,

project', whence also L. mons, gen. montis,

'mount, mountain'. See mount, 'hill, mountain',

and cp. amenable, demean, 'to conduct', eminent,

imminent, menace, minatory, prominent.

Derivative : promenade, intr. and tr. v.

Promethean, adj., pertaining to Prometheus. —
See next word and -ean.

Prometheus, n., name of the Titan who stole fire

from heaven and was punished by being chained

to a rock (Greek mythology). — L. Prometheus,

fr. Gk. npo|i.7)dsu(;, ht. 'forethinker, foreseer',

fr. T:p6 (see 2nd pro-) and *[ji^^o<;, correspond-

ing to Dor. •fi,ai>o?, 'care', fr. I.-E. *md-dh-, a

var. of *men-dh-, enlargement of base *men-, 'to

think'; see Hofmann, EWG., p. 284 s.v. r.^o-

\Lrt&rfi. See mathematical and cp. Epimetheus.

Cp. also next word.

promethium, n., a metallic element of the rare-

earth group (chem.) — ModL., named after

Prometheus; so called by its discoverers, the

chemists G. A. Marinsky and L. E. Hendenin,

in 1948. For the ending see chem. suff. -ium.

prominence, n. — Obsol. F. prominence, fr. L.

prominentia, 'a jutting out, projection', fr. prd-

minens. See prominent and -ce.

prominency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.



prominent

prominent, adj. — L. prominens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of prominere, 'to jut out, project', fr. pro-

and I.-E. base *men-, 'to stand out, project'. See

mount, 'hill, mountain', and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. promontory. For the end-

ing see suff. -ent.

Derivatives: prominent, n., prominent-ly, adv.,

prominent-ness, n.

promiscuity, n. — F. promiscuite, formed fr. L.

promiscuus with suff. -ite. See next word and

-ity.

promiscuous, adj., mixed. — L. promiscuus, 'mix-

ed, indiscriminate', fr. 1st pro-, 'forward, forth',

and the stem of miscere, 'to mix'. See mix. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives : promiscuous-ly, adv. ,
promiscuous-

ness, n.

promise, n. — ME. promis, partly fr. L. promis-

sum, neut. pp. oih.promittere, 'to send forward,

foretell, promise', partly fr. F. promesse, 'prom-

ise', fr. L. promissa, neut. pi. of the pp. pro-

missus, taken as a fern. sing. noun. L. promittere

is formed fr. 1st pro- and mittere, 'to send'. See

mission.

Derivatives : /irom/je, tr. and intr. v., promis-ee,

n., promis-er, n.,promis-ing, a.Ai., promis-ing-ly,

adv., promis-ing-ness, n., promis-or, n.

promissory, adj., containing a promise. — ML.
promissorius, fr. L. promissor, 'a promiser', fr.

promissus, pp. ofpromittere. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -ory.

promontory, n., a headland. — ML. promonto-

rium, fr. L. promuntHrium, 'headland, promon-

tory', which is rel. to prominere, 'to jut forward,

jut out, project'; see prominent. ML. promonto-

rium was influenced in form by an association

with L. mons, gen. montis, 'mount, mountain'.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ory.

promote, tr. v., 1) to further; 2) to advance. — L.

promotus, pp. of promovere, 'to move forward,

promote', fr. 1st pro- and movere, 'to move'. See

move and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: promot-er, n., promotion (q.v.),

promot-ive, adj., promot-ive-ness, n.

promotion, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) promotion,

fr. L. promotidnem, ace. of promotio, 'a moving

forward", fr. promotus, pp. of promovere. See

prec. word and -ion, and cp. motion.

Derivative: promotion-al, adj.

prompt, adj. — L. promptus, lit. 'brought forth',

hence 'visible, apparent, evident, manifest', pp.

of promere, 'to take or bring out or forth', con-

traction of *pro-emere, fr. 1st pro- and emere,

'to take'. See exempt and words there referred

to and cp. esp. peremptory, premium, redeem.

Cp. also impromptu.

Derivatives: prompt, n., prompt-er, n., promp-

titude (q.v.), prompt-ly, adv., prompt-ness, a.

prompt, tr. v. — ME. prompten, ft. ML. promp-

tare, fr. L. promptus. See prompt, adj.

Derivative: prompt-er, n.

promptitDile. n. — ME., fr. MF. (= P.), fr. ML.
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promptitudinem, ace. of promptitUdo, fr. L.

promptus. See prompt, adj., and -tude.

promulgate, tr. v., to proclaim officially. — L.

promulgatus, pp. of promulgdre, 'to make
known, publish', ofuncertain origin ; not related

to vulgus, 'multitude', vulgdre, 'to publish'.

promulgation, n. — L. promulgdtio, gen. -dnis, fr.

promulgatus, pp. of promulgdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

promulgator, n.— L. promulgator, 'one that pub-

lishes', fr. promulgatus, pp. of promulgdre. See

promulgate and agential suff. -or.

pronaos, n., the vestibule of a Greek temple

(arch.) — L., fr. Gk. xpovao;, fr. npo (see 2nd

pro-) and vSo?, 'temple'. See naos.

pronate, tr. v., to bend or turn downwards. —
Late L. prondtus, pp. of pronare, 'to bend for-

ward', fr. L. pronus. See prone and verbal suff.

-ate.

pronate, adj. —- Late L. prondtus. See pronate, v.

pronation, n., a bending or turning downwards.

— ML. prondtid, gen. -dnis, ft. Late L. prondtus,

pp. of pronare. See pronate, v., and -ion.

pronator, n., name of the muscle pronating the

hand (anat.) — ML., fr. Late L. prondtus, pp.

ofpronare. See prec. word and agential suff. -or.

prone, adj .
, 1) lying face downwards ; 2) lying flat

;

3) liable to. — ME., fr. L. pronus, 'leaning for-

ward, inclined, bent forward', for *prd-no-s, fr.

1st pro-. For the suff. -nus cp. L. inter-nus, 'in-

ner', subter-nus, 'lying beneath'. Cp. pronate.

Derivatives : prone-ly, adv., prone-ness, n.

pronephric, adj., pertaining to a pronephros. —
See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

pronephros, n., the first kidney of a vertebrate

embryo (embryol.) — Medical L., compounded

of 2nd pro- and Gk. vetppi?, 'kidney' ; see ne-

phro-. The term pronephros was introduced into

embryology by the English zoologist Sir Edwin

Ray Lankester (1847-1930). Cp. mesonephros,

metanephros.

prong, n., a fork; a point. — ME. prange, prong,

rel. to MLG. prangen, 'to press, pinch', prange,

'stick', Goth, ana-praggan, 'to oppress, afflict',

MLG. prenger, 'pillory' (whence MHG., G.

pranger, of s.m.) Cp. pang.

Derivatives: prong, tr. v., prong-ed, adj., prong-

er, n.

pronominal, adj. — Late L. pronomindlis, 'per-

taining to a pronoun', fr. L. pronomen, gen. -inis.

See pronoun and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: pronominal, n., pronominal-ize, tr.

v.

prononce, adj., pronounced. — F., pp. of pro-

noncer, 'to pronounce'. See pronounce,

pronoun, n. — MF. (= F.) pronom, fr. L. prono-

men, from the phrase pro nomine, 'instead of a

noun', fr. pro, 'for' (see 1st pro-), and abl. of

ndmen, 'name' ; see noun. L. pronomen is a loan

translation of Gk. avT<avu[iia.

pronounce, tr. and intr. v. — ME. pronouncen, ft.

OF. pronuncier, prononcier (F. prononcer), fr. L.
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pronuntiare, 'to make publicly known, tell, an-

nounce, pronounce', fr. 1st pro- and niintidre, 'to

announce', fr. nUntius, 'messenger, envoy'. See

nuncio and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: pronounce-able, adj., pronounce-

able-ness, n., pronounc-ed, adj., pronounc-ed-ly,

adv., pronounc-er, n.

pronouncement, n. — F. prononcement, fr. pro-

noncer. See prec. word and -ment.

pronunciamento, pronunciamiento, n., proclama-

tion. — Sp. pronunciamiento, formed with suff.

-miento fr. pronunciar, fr. L. pronUntidre. See

pronounce and -ment, and cp. pronouncement.

pronunciation, n. — ME. pronunciacion, fr. MF.
(= F.) prononciation, fr. L. pronUntidtionem,

ace. of pronUntidtio, 'a public declaration, pub-

lication, proclamation', fr. prdnHntidtus, pp. of

pronUntidre. See pronounce and -ation.

pronunciator, n. — L. pronHntidtor, 'a reciter', fr.

pronHntidtus, pp. of pronUntidre. See pronounce

and -ator.

proof, n. — ME. profe, proeve, preove, preve, ft.

OF. prueve, proeve (F. preuve), fr. Late L. proba,

'proof, back formation fr. L.probdre, 'to prove'.

See prove and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: proof, adj., proof, tr. v., proof-er,

n., proofing, n., proofless, adj., proofless-ly,

ad\. , proofness, n.

prop, n. — ME. proppe, ft. MDu. proppe, 'stop-

per' (whence Du.proppen, 'stop, cram'), which is

rel. to OHG. pfropfo, pfroffo, 'a set, layer of a

plant' (whence MHG., G. pfropfen, 'to prop');

borrowed fr. L. propago, 'a set, layer of a plant'.

See propagate.

prop, tr. v. — ME. proppen, fr. proppe. See prop,

n.

Derivative: propp-er, n.

propaedeutic, propaedeutical, adj., pertaining to

preliminary education. — Formed fr. Gk. Trpo-

TtaiSsuE'-v, 'to teach beforehand', fr. -p6 (see

2nd pro-) and TtaiSsueiv, 'to train, educate,

teach', fr. Tzruc,, gen. 7caiS6i;, 'child'. See pedo-.

For the ending see suff. -ic, resp. also -al.

propagable, adj. — See propagate and -able.

Derivatives: propagabil-ity, n., propagable-ness,

n.

propaganda, n. — From L. propdgandd in Con-

gregatio de propaganda fide (lit. 'congregation

for the propagation of faith'), name of the com-
mittee of cardinals established in 1622 by Pope
Gregory XV. In this name propdgandd is fern.

abl. sing, ofprdpdgandus, gerundive ofpropdgdre.

See propagate.

Derivatives: propaganda, tr. and intr. v.,

propagand-ic, adj.,propagand-ism, n.,propagand-

ist, n., propagand-ist-ic, adj., propagand-ist-ic-

al-ty, adv., propagand-ize, tr. and intr. v.

propagate, tr. and intr. v. — L. propdgdtus, pp. of

propdgdre, 'to fasten, peg down, to set slips; to

propagate', fr. prdpdges, 'a set, layer ofa plant',

fr. 1 St pro- and *pdg-, base ofpangere, 'to fasten,

fix*. See pact and cp. words there referred to.

For the ending see verbal suff. -ate. Cp. prop,

prune, 'to trim (vines)'.

Derivatives: propagation (q.v.), propagat-ive,

ad]., propagator (q.v.), propagat-ory, adj.

propagation, n. — ME. propagacyon, fr. OF.
(= F.), fr. L. prdpdgdtidnem, ace. of prdpdgdtio,

propdgdtus, pp. of propdgdre, 'to fasten'. See

prec. word and -ion.

Tietnative: propagation-al, adj.

propagator, n. — L. prdpdgdtor, fr. propdgdtus,

pp. of propdgdre. See propagate and agential

suff. -or.

propane, n., a hydrocarbon C^Hg (chem.) —
Shortened fr. propyl and methane.

propargyl, n., a hydrocarbon radical, C3H3
(chem.) — Formed fr. propinyl, Gk. apyupoc,

'silver' (see argent), and suff. -yl; so called be-

cause one hydrogen atom is replaceable by

silver.

proparoxytone, adj., having an acute accent on
the antepenult. — Gk. TtpOTrapo^uTovo?. See

2nd pro- and paroxytone.

Derivatives : proparoxytone, n. and tr. v.

propel, tr. v. — ME. propellen, fr. L. propellere,

'to drive forward, propel', fr. 1st pro- and pel-

lere, 'to drive'. See pulse, 'throb', and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives: propell-ant, n., propellent (q.v.),

propell-er, n.

propellent, adj. and n.— h.prdpellens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of propellere. See prec. word and

-ent.

propene, n. (chem.) — A shortened form of prop-

ylene.

propend, intr. v., to incline (obsol.) — L. prdpen-

dere (pp. prdpensus), 'to hang forward, be in-

clined', fr. 1st pro- and pendere, 'tq hang'. See

pendant.

prepense, adj., prone (archaic). — L. prdpensus,

'incHned', lit. 'hanging forward', pp. of prdpen-

dere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: propense-ly, adv., propense-ness,

n., propens-ity, n.

proper, adj. — ME. propre, 'one's own, proper',

fr. OF. (= F.) propre, fr. L. proprius, 'one's

own, particular, special, proper', which is of un-

certain etymology. According to W. S. Schulze,

Zur Geschichte lateinischer Eigennamen, Ber-

lin, 1904, p. Ill, proprius stands for *pro-

p(a)trios, 'coming from one's forefathers', fr. 1st

pro- and pater, gen. patris, 'father'. See father

and cp. property, propriety, appropriate, ex-

propriate, improper.

Derivatives: proper, n., proper-ly, adv.

properispomenon, adj., having a circumflex accent

on the penult. — Gk. 7tpo7repia7:co[i.£vov, neut.

pass. pres. part, of TipoTispiCTTtav, 'to circumflex

the penult'. See 2nd pro- and perispomenon.

property, n. — ME. proprete, fr. OF. proprete

(whence F. propreti, 'propriety', propriite,

'proprietorship'), fr. L. proprietatem, ace. of

proprtetds, 'ownership, property, propriety', fr.



prophecy

prophus, 'one's own". See proper and 1st -ty,

and cp. propriety, which is a doublet oiproperty.

L. proprietds is a loan translation of Gk. tStwfxa,

fr. JSio?, 'one's own'.

Derivative
:
/>ro;jer<(-erf, adj.

prophecy, n. — ME. prophecie, fr. OF. profecie

(F. prophetie), fr. Late L. prophetia, fr. Gk.

TrpO(pv)TEia, fr. 7rpO(pY]Ty](;. See prophet and -cy.

prophesy, prophecy, tr. and intr. v.— ME. prophe-

cien, prophesien, fr. OF. profecier, fr. profecie.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: prophesi-able, adj., prophesi-er, n.

prophet, n. — ME. prophete, fr. OF. prophete (F.

prophete), fr. L. propheta, fr. Gk. TrpotpYiT-/];,

'one who speaks for a god, interpreter, ex-

pounder, prophet', tit. 'one who speaks for an-

other', fr. TTpo (see 2nd pro-) and cpy)-, stem of

(pTjfxi, 'I speak', which is cogn. with L.fdri, 'to

speak'. See fame and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: prophetess (q.v.), prophet-hood, n.,

prophetic (q.v.), prophet-ism, n.

prophetess, n. — ME. prophetesse, fr. OF. pro-

phetesse (F. prophetesse), fr. Late L. prophetissa,

fr. L. propheta. See prec. word and 1st -ess.

prophetic, adj. — MF. (= F.) prophetique, fr.

Late L. propheticus, fr. Gk. 7rpo9T]Ttx6g, 'per-

taining to a prophet', fr. TrpocpTjTTji;. See prophet

and adj. Suff. -ic.

Derivatives: prophetic-al, adj., prophetic-al-ity,

n., prophetic-al-ly, adv.

prophylactic, adj., preventive (med.) — Gk. Tipo-

9uXa)tTiK6?, fr. TtpoipuXaaceiv, 'to guard

against, ward off', fr. Trpo (see 2nd pro-) and

(puXaorastv, 'to guard'. See phylactery.

Derivatives: prophylactic, n., prophylactic-al-ly,

adv.

prophylaxis, n., preventive treatment {med.) —
Medical L., formed fr. Gk. Kpo (see 2nd pro-)

and 9'JXa^ii;, 'a guarding', on analogy of Trpo-

puAaxTLKoc;. See prec. word.

propine, tr. v., to offer, give to drink. — ME. pro-

pinen, fr. MF. propiner, fr. L. propinare, 'to

drink to one's health, to pledge', fr. Gk. icpo-

Trtveiv, lit. 'to drink before', fr. Trpo (see 2nd

pro-) and -Tveiv, 'to drink'. See potion and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivative: propine, n., a gift.

propinquity, n., nearness. — ME. propinquite, fr.

OF. propinquite, fr. L. propinquitdtem, ace. of

propinquitds, 'nearness, neighborhood', fr. pro-

pinquus, 'near', which is formed fr. prope, 'near',

with sufF. -inquus. L.propre stands for I.-E. *pro-

q^'e, enlarged fr. *pro-, "before, forward, forth".

See 1st pro- and cp. prochein, proximal. Cp.

also approach, rapprochement, reproach. For

the suff. -inquus cp. L. longinquus, 'long, exten-

sive, remote, distant' (see longinquity).

propiolic, adj., pertaining to the acid CHiC.COjH
{chem.) — A blend of /»ro/w"oiuc and tetiolic.

propioiiic, adj., pertaining to the fatty acid,

C.H.COjH {chem.)— Coined from the first syl-
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lable of Gk. TrpuToi;, 'first' (see proto-), mcov,

'fat' (see pio-), and adj. suff. -ic.

propitiable, adj. — L. propitidbilis, 'capable of

being propitiated', fr. propitidre. See propitiate

and -able,

propitiate, tr. v., to appease.— L. propitidtus, pp.

of propitidre, 'to render favorable'. See propi-

tious and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: propitiat-ing-ly, adv.

propitiation, n. — ME. propiciacioun, fr. Late L.

propitidtid, gen. -onis, fr. L. propitidtus, pp. of

propitidre. See prec. word and -ion.

propitiator, n. — Late L. propitiator, 'one who
propitiates', fr. L. propitidtus, pp. ofpropitidre.

See propitiate and agential suff. -or.

propitiatory, adj. — ME. propiciatorie, fr. Late

L. propitidtdrius, fr. L. propitidtus, pp. ofpropi-

tidre. See propitiate and adj. sufi". -ory.

propitious, adj., favorable. — ME. propicious, fr.

OF. propicieus, propicius (F. propice), fr. L. pro-

pitius, 'favorable, kind', which stands for *pro-

pet-ios, prop, 'falling toward', fr. 1st pro- and

the stem of petere, 'to fall upon; to seek'. See

petition and cp. words there referred to. For E.

-ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives : propitious-ly, adv., propitious-ness,

n.

propolis, n., a resinous substance. — L., fr. Gk.

TZfbT.ciXic,, 'suburb; bee glue', lit. 'before the

city', fr. TTpo (see 2nd pro-) and ttoXi;, 'city'. See

policy, 'method of government'.

propone, tr. v., to set forth. — ME. proponen, fr.

L. prdpdnere. See propound,

proponent, n., one who makes a proposal. — L.

prdponens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of prdpdnere,

'to set forth'. See propound and -ent.

proportion, n. — ME. proporcioun, fr. MF.
(= F.) proportion, fr. OF., fr. L.prdportid, gen.

-dnis, formed from the phrase pro portidne, 'for

(his) part or share', fr. pro, 'for' (see 1st pro-),

and abl. of portid, 'part, share'. See portion,

proportion, tr. v. — ME. proporciounen, fr. MF.

proporcioner (F. proportionner), fr. Late L. prd-

portidndre, fr. L. prdportid. See proportion, n.

Derivatives: proportion-ed, adj., proportion-er,

n., proportion-ment, n.

proportionable, adj. — ME. proporcionable, fr.

MF. proporcionable (F. proportionnable), fr.

Late L. prdportidnabilis, fr. L. prdportid. See

proportion, n. and -able.

Derivative : proportionabl-y, adv.

proportional, adj. — L. proportiondlis, 'pertaining

to proportion, proportional", fr. prdportid, gen.

-dnis. See proportion, n., and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: proportional, n., proportionality

(q.v.), proportional-ly, adv.

proportionality, n. — Late L. prdportidndlitds, fr.

L. proportiondlis. See prec. word and -ity.

proportionate, tr. v.— Late L. prdportidndtus, pp.

of prdportiondre. See proportion, v., and verbal

suff. -ate.

proportionate, adj.— ME. proporcionate, fr. I^te

I
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L. prdportidndtus, pp. ofprdportidnare. See pro-

portionate, V.

Derivatives: proportionate-ly, adv., proportion-

ate-ness, n.

proposal, n. — See next word and subst. suff. -al.

propose, tr. and intr. v. — ME. proposen, fr. OF.

(= F.) proposer, fr. L. prdpdnere (pp. proposi-

tus), 'to set forth', which was Gallicized after F.

poser, 'to put, place'. See propound and cp. pur-

pose, v., which is a doublet of /propose. Cp. also

compose and words there referred to. See also

pose, 'to place'.

Derivative: propos-er, n.

proposition, n.— ME. proposicioun, fr. OF. (= F)

proposition, fr. L. prdpositidnem, ace. of prd-

positid, 'a setting forth, a proposition', fr. pro-

positus, pp. of prdpdnere. See next word.

Derivative: proposition-al, adj.

propound, tr. v. — Fr. earlier propone, fr. L. prd-

pdnere, 'to set forth', fr. 1st pro- and pdnere (pp.

positus), 'to put, place'. See position. For the

excrescent -d in propound cp. compound, ex-

pound.

Derivative : propound-er, n.

propraetor, propretor, n., a magistrate under the

Roman Republic, who after his praetorship

governed a province, where there was no army

(Roman hist.)— L. propraetor, formed from the

phrase pro praetdre, lit. 'for a praetor', fr. pro,

'for' (see 1st pro-) and abl. of praetor. See prae-

tor and cp. proconsul.

proprietary, n., 1) proprietor; 2) proprietorship.

— Late L. proprietdrius, 'owner, proprietor',

prop, subst. use of the adj. proprietdrius. See

proprietary, adj.

proprietary, adj., 1) owned as property; 2) per-

taining to property. — Late L. proprietdrius,

'pertaining to somebody as property', fr. L.

proprietds. See propriety.

proprietor, n. — Formed with change of suff. fr.

Late L. proprietdrius (whence F. proprietaire),

'proprietor'. See proprietary, n., and agential

suff. -or.

Derivatives: proprietor-ial, adj., proprietor-ial-

ly, adv., proprietor-ship, n.

proprietress, n. — Formed from prec. word with

1st suff. -ess.

propriety, n., peculiar nature; fitness, appropri-

ateness. — ME. propriete, fr. MF. (= F.) pro-

priete, fr. OF., fr. L. proprietdtem, ace. of pro-

prietds, 'property'. See property, which is a

doublet of propriety.

proprio-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

oneself. — Fr. L. proprius, 'one's own'. See

proper,

proprioception, n., the reception of stimuli pro-

duced within the organism (physiol.)— Formed

from next word on the analogy of receptive;

reception.

proprioceptive, adj., capable of receiving stimuli

which are produced within the organism (phy-

siol.)— Coined by the English physiologist Sir

pros-

Charles Scott Sherrington (1861-1952) fr. pro-

prio- and -ceptive, as in inceptive, perceptive,

receptive (qq-v.)

proproctor, n., a deputy proctor at an English

university. — See 1st pro- and proctor.

props, n. pi. (slang).— Abbreviation ofproperties,

pi. of property.

proptosis, n., a protrusion, esp. of the eye (med.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. TrpoTtTMat;, 'a falling for-

ward', fr. TTpo (see 2nd pro-) and TtxcotJii;, 'a

falling'. See ptosis.

propulsion, n. — F., formed with suff. -ion fr. L.

prdpulsus, pp. of prdpellere, 'to drive forward'.

See propel,

propulsive, adj. — Formed with sufif. -ive fr. L.

prdpulsus, pp. of prdpellere. See prec. word.

propyl, n. — The univalent radical CgH, (chem.)

— Formed from the abbreviation of /»ropionic

and suff. -yl.

propylaeum, n., vestibule, entrance of an impor-

tant building. — L., fr. Gk. TtpoTtiiXaiov, 'en-

trance', prop, subst. use ofthe neut. of the adjec-

tive TCpoTTiiXaio;, 'before the gates', fr. irpo (see

2nd pro-) and kuXtq, 'gate'. See pylon and cp.

propylon.

propylene, n., the radical C3H5 (chem.)— Coined

fr. propyl and suff. -ene.

propylite, n., a form of andesite (petrogr.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. 7tp67ruXov,

'vestibule'. See next word.

propylon, n., a gateway standing before the prin-

cipal entrance of a temple (egyptol.) — L., fr.

Gk. irpoTtuXov, 'vestibule', fr. Tcpo (see 2nd pro-),

and TtuXy), 'gate'. See pylon and cp. propylaeum.

prorate, tr. and intr. v., to divide proportionally.

— Fr. L. pro rata (parte), 'according to the

reckoned part', fr. pro, 'for' (see 1st pro-), and

fern. sing. pp. of reri, 'to believe, think, judge,

reckon'. See rate, 'amount'.

Derivatives : /Jz-oraZ-ai/e, adj., prorat-ion, n.

prore, n., the prow of a ship (poetic) — Obsol.

F., fr. L. prdra, 'prow'. See prow, n.

prorogate, tr. v., to prorogue. — ME. prorogaten,

fr. L. prdrogdius, pp. ofprdrogdre. See prorogue

and verbal suff. -ate.

prorogation, n. — ME. prorogacion, fr. OF. (
=

F.) prorogation, fr. L. prdrogdtidnem, ace. of

prdrogdtid, fr. prdrogdtus, pp. of prdrogdre. See

next word and -ation.

prorogue, tr. v., to defer. — ME. prorogen, fr.

MF.(=F.)p/-(7ra^er,fr.L.pro/-oga/-(!, 'to prolong,

protract, extend', fr. 1st pro- and rogdre, 'to

ask". See rogation.

Derivative: prorogu-er, n.

pros-, combining form meaning 'toward, nearby'.

Gk. TtpoCT-, fr. Tipo?, 'toward, to, against; at,

hard by, near', rel. to Homeric Tcpoxt, of s.m.,

and cogn. with OL prdti, 'against', OSIav. pro-

tiva, protivQ, 'in opposition to, against', L. pre-

tium, 'price', pa/-, 'equal'. See pair and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also proso-. Cp. also

dysprosium.



prosaic

prosaic, adj. — ML. prosaicus, fr. L. prosa. See
prose and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: prosaic, n., prosaic-at-ly, adv.,

prosaic-ism, n., prosaic-ness, n.

prosaism, n. — F. prosalsme, fr. prose. See prose

and -ism.

prosaist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

prosbul, n., a declaration made in court, before

the execution of a loan, to the effect that thelaw
requiring the release of debts upon the -entrance

of the Sabbatical year shall not apply to the loan
to be transacted (see Marcus Jastrow's Dictio-

nary, II, p. 1218). — Mishnaic Heb. p^rozbol,

p rosbol, prob. short for Gk. Ttpo? pouXf) pou-
Xeutuv, 'before the assembly of councillors', fr.

Tipo?, 'toward, to, against, before, in presence

of, dat. of PouXf], 'counsel, deliberation, as-

sembly', and gen. pi. of pouXeuTvji;, 'councillor',

fr. pouXsiietv, 'to take counsel', fr. PouXr,. See
pros- and boule.

proscenium, n., the front part of the stage. — L.,

fr. Gk. 7rpoCTXT)viov, 'stage', fr. 7rp6 (see 2nd
pro-) and ctxtjv/), 'tent, booth'. See scene,

proscribe, tr. v., 1) in ancient Rome, to publish

the name of (a person) as condemned to death;

2) to outlaw. —• L. proscribere, 'to publish in

writing, confiscate, outlaw, proscribe', fr. 1st

pro- and scrlbere, 'to write'. See scribe and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivative: proscrib-er, n.

proscription, n. — ME. proscripcioun, fr. L. pro-

scriptio, gen. -onis, fr. proscriptus, pp. of pro-

scribere. See preceding word and -ion.

proscriptive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

proscriptus, pp. of proscribere. See proscribe.

Derivatives: proscriptive-ly, adv., proscriptive-

ness, n.

prose, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.)prose, fr. L.prosa
ordtio, prosa, 'straight speech, prose', fern, of
prosus, a collateral form of prorsus, 'straight-

forward, straight, direct', contraction ofprover-
sus, pp. of provertere, 'to turn forward', fr. 1st

pro- and vertere, pp. versus, 'to turn'. See version

and cp. retrorse, which is the antonym ofprose.
Derivatives: prose, intr. and tr. v., pros-er, n.,

pros-y, adj., pros-i-ly, adv., pros-i-ness, n.

prosect, tr. v., to dissect for demonstration or in-

struction. — Back formation from next word.
prosector, n., one who makes dissections for

demonstration or instruction. — Late L. pro-

sector, 'anatomist', fr. L. prdsectus, pp. of pro-
secare, 'to cut off', fr. 1st pro- and secare, 'to

cut'. See section, and agential suff. -or.

Derivatives: prosector-ial, adj., prosector-ship,

n.

prosecute, tr. and intr. v.— ME. prosecuten, fr. L.

prosecUtus, pp. ofprosequi, 'to follow after, pur-
sue", fr. 1st pro- and sequi, 'to follow'. See
sequel and cp. pursue, which is a doublet of
prosecute.

prosecution, n.— MP., fr. Late L. prosecutionem,
ace. ofprosecatio, 'a following after', fr. L. pro-
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secHtus, pp. ofprosequi. See prec. word and -ion.

prosecutor, n. — Late L., fr. h prosecUtus, pp. of
prosequi. See prosecute and agential suff. -or.

proselyte, n., a convert. — ME. proselite, fr. OF.
prosetite (F. proselyte), fr. Late L. proselylus, fr.

Gk. TTpoCTTjXuToc, 'a convert to Judaism', lit.

'one who has arrived', fr. Trpoi; (see pros-) and
sXufl--, 'to come' (whence also sXs'jaojxat, 'I

shall come', •ijXuSov, 'I came', sXsij&stv, 'to

bring', prop, 'to come with'), which is of uncer-
tain etymology.

Derivatives: proselyte, tr. and intr. v., prosetyt-

er, n., proselyt-ic-al, adj., proselyt-ism, n.,

proselyt-ist, n., proselyt-ist-ic, adj., proselyt-ize,

V.

prosenchyma, n., tissue of elongated cells (hot.)—
ModL., fr. Gk.TTpoacyxEiv, 'to pour in besides',

fr. irpoc, 'toward, to', ev-, 'in', and x^\J-<^, 'that

which is poured out', which is rel. to X"M-<^C>

'juice'. See pros-, 2nd en- and chyme, and cp.

enchymatous.

Derivative: prosenchymat-ous, adj.

Proserpina, n. , Persephone.— L. , altered, through
the medium of the Etruscans, fr. Gk. Ilep-

<T£<p6vri (see Persephone) ; influenced in form also

through a folk-etymological connection with
proserpere, 'to creep forth' (as if she were the

goddess who caused plants to germinate). See
Varro, De lingua Latina, 5, 68.

Proserpinaca, n., a genus of plants, the mermaid-
weed (bot.)— L. proserpinaca (herba), 'the plant
Polygonum', prop, 'the plant dedicated to Pro-
serpina'. See prec. word.

prosify, tr. v. — Formed fr. prose and -fy.

Derivative: prosifi-er, n.

prosit, interj., may it be profitable (to you). — L.

prosit, 3rd pers. sing. pres. subjunctive of prod-
esse, 'to do good, be profitable', fr. 1st pro- and
esse, 'to be' (see esse, is). The -d- in prodesse is

prob. due to the influence of forms like red-eo,

'I go back', red-imo, 'I buy back", etc.

prose-, combining form meaning 'forward, on-
ward'. — Fr. Gk. TTpoaco, which is prob. rel.

to 7rp6(;, 'toward, to; hard by, near'. See pros-,

prosodemic, adj., passing from one person to an-

other (said of diseases).— Coined fr. prose- and
the abbreviation of epidemic.

prosodiacal, adj. — Formed with adj. sulT. -al fr.

Late L. prosodiacus, fr. Gk. -potJuStazoi;, fr.

7rpo<Tt|iSi5. See next word.

prosody, n., the science of versification. — L.

prosodia, fr. Gk. TrpoawSLa, 'a song sung with

accompaniment', lit. 'a singing in addition to

(another song)", fr. 7rp6; (see pros-) and coS/),

'song'. See ode.

Derivatives: prosod-ic, prosod-ic-al, adjs., pros-

od-ic-al-ly, adv., prosod-ist, n.

prosopopoeia, n., personification. — L., fr. Gk.
7ipo<i(07t07toita, 'the putting of speeches into the
mouths of others', fr. TcpAccortov, 'face, counte-
nance, person', and jroietv, 'to make'. The first

element lit. means 'that which is toward the

•'
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eyes', fr. Ttpo? (see pros-) and &^, gen. ismitc,,

'eye, face' ; see -opia. For the second element see

poet,

prospect, n. — ME. prospecte, fr. L. prospectus,

'lookout, prospect', fr. prospectus, pp. of pro-

spicere, 'to look forward', fr. 1st pro- and spe-

cere, spicere, 'to look at'. See species and cp.

aspect and words there referred to.

prospect, intr. and tr. v.— h. prospectare, freq. of

prospicere; partly derived directly fr. prospect, n.

Derivatives : prospective (q.v.), prospector (q.v.)

prospective, adj. — Late L. prospectivus, 'per-

taining to a prospect' (whence also F. prospectif,

fem. prospective), fr. L. prospectus. See prospect,

n., and -ive.

Derivatives: prospective-ly, adv., prospective-

ness, n.

prospector, n. — L., fr. prospectus, pp. ofprospi-

cere. See prospect, n., and agential suff. -or.

prospectus, n. — L. prospectus. See prospect, n.

prosper, intr. and tr. v. — ME. prosperen, fr. MF.
(= F.) prosperer, fr. L. prosperdre, 'to render

happy', fr. prosperus or prosper, 'favorable,

fortunate, happy'. See prosperous,

prosperity, n. — ME. prosperite, fr. OF. prospe-

rite (F. prosperite), fr. L. prosperitdtem, ace. of

prosperitds, 'desirable condition, prosperity', fr.

prosperus or prosper. See next word and -ity.

prosperous, adj. — ME., fr. MF. prospereux, fr.

L. prosperus or prosper, 'agreeable to one's

wishes, favorable, fortunate.happy', prob. form-

ed fr. prospere, for OL. pro spire, corresponding

to L. pro spe, 'according to expectation', fr. pro,

'for' (see 1st pro-), and abl. of spes, 'hope', which

is cogn. with OSlav. spejq, spgti, 'to be success-

ful', spechu, 'endeavor, aspiration'. Lit. speju,

speti, 'to have time, to be quick enough', OE.

spedan, 'to be successful, make successful', sped,

'success, prosperity', spdwan, 'to prosper', fr.

I.-E. base *spe{i)-, *sp^-, 'to draw, stretch, ex-

tend, swell; to be successful', whence also L.

spatium, 'space". See space, speed and cp. des-

pair, desperate, Esperanto. For the ending of

prosperous see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: prosperous-ly, adv., prosperous-

ness, n.

prostat-, form of prostato- before a vowel.

prostate, n., a gland situated at the base of the

bladder in the male (anat.) — Medical L. pro-

stata, fr. Gk. TrpoCTTaTT);, 'leader, ruler, guard-

ian', lit. 'one standing before', fr. TtpoiaTavai, 'to

stand before", fr. ~p6 (see 2nd pro-), and laravai,

'to stand' (see state); so called as the organ

staruiing before the bladder.

Derivatives: prostat-ic, adj., prostat-ism, n.

prostatectomy, n., excision of the prostate (med.)

—
• Compounded of prostat- and -ectomy.

prostatitis, n., inflammation of the prostate {med.)

— Medical L. See prostate and -itis.

prostate-, before a vowel prostat-, combining

form denoting the prostate. — Gk. TtpoaTaxo-,

TtpoaTaT-, fr. rtpouTdiTii)?. See prostate.

protasis

prosthesis, n., 1) addition of a letter or a syllable

to a word; 2) addition of an artificial limb to the

body {surg.) — L., fr. Gk. Ttpia^^Ecsi;, 'an ad-

dition', fr. TrpoaTi&svai, 'to put to, add to', fr.

TTpAi; (see pros-) and Ti^^vai, 'to put, place'.

See thesis and cp. prothesis.

prosthetic, adj.— Gk. jtpoCTS-E-rtxo?, 'disposed to

add', fr. Ttpda^ero?, 'added', verbal adj. of

TipoaTLfl-ivai. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic

and cp. prothetic.

Derivatives: prosthetic-al-ly, adv., prosthet-ics,

n., prosthet-ist, n.

prostitute, adj.— "L. prostitutus, pp. ofprdstituere,

'to place in front ; to expose publicly, prostitute',

fr. 1st pro- and to statuere, 'to place, set'. See

statute. For the change of Latin a (in stdtuere)

to I (in prd-stituere) see abigeat and cp. words

there referred to.

prostitute, n. — L. prostituta, fem. ofprostitHtus.

See prec. word.

prostitute, tr. v. — L. prostitUtus, pp. of prosti-

tuere. See prostitute, adj.

prostitution, n. — Late L. prdstitHtio, gen. -dnis,

fr. L. prdstitatus, pp. of prdstituere. See prosti-

tute, adj., and -ion.

prostrate, adj., lying flat ; overcome.— L. prdstrd-

tus, pp. of prdsternere, 'to strew before, throw

down', fr. 1st pro- and sternere, 'to spread out,

scatter, strew'. See stratum and cp. words there

referred to.

prostrate, tr. v., to lay fiat; to overcome. — L.

prdstrdtus, pp. ofprdsternere. See prostrate, adj.

prostration, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. L. prdstrdtid-

nem, ace. of prostrdtid, 'overthrowing; prostra-

tion', fr. prdstrdtus, pp. of prdsternere. See

prostrate, adj., and -ion.

prostyle, adj., having columns only in front.— L.

prostylos, 'having columns in front', fr. Gk.

Tzpia-cuXoc,, fr. npo (see 1st pro-) and ctt'jXo?,

'column, pillar'. See style, 'gnomon'.

Derivative: prostyle, n., a portico before a

temple.

prot-, form of proto- before a vowel.

protactinium, n., name of a radioactive element

(chem.)— ModL. prdtactinium, fr. earlier pro/o-

actinium ; so called because, by the loss of an

alpha particle, it forms actinium. See proto- and

actinium.

protagonist, n., 1) the first actor in a drama; 2)

one who plays a leading part. — Gk. Trpcoxa-

yoiviCTTTi;, 'one who plays the first part in a

drama', fr. Trptotoc, 'first' and ayuviCTxif;?,

'combatant; actor'. See proto- and agonist and

cp. words there referred to.

protamine, n., any of a class of simple natural

proteins (biochem.)— G. Protamin, compound-

ed of prot- and Amin, 'amin(e)'. See amine.

Protargol, n., an antiseptic silver protein of a

yellowish color. — A trade name coined fr.

prot-, Gk. Spyupo;, 'silver' (see argent), and suff.

-oL

protasis, n., in a conditional sentence, the intro-



protatic

ductory clause containing the condition.— Late

L., fr. Gk. npoTaat?, 'proposition', lit. 'a stretch-

ing out before', from the stem of TcpoTeiv£iv, 'to

stretch out before', fr. 7tp6 (see 2nd pro-) and
TsivELv, 'to stretch, put forward'. See tasimeter

and cp. ecstasis and words there referred to.

protatic, adj., pertaining to the protasis. — Late

L. protaticus, fr. Gk. 7i;po-raTix6?, fr. TtpOTaroi;,

verbal adj. of Trpoxsivsiv. Seeprec. word and -ic.

Derivative : protatic-al-ly, adv.

protean, adj., changeable like Proteus. — See

Proteus and -an.

protease, n., a proteolytic enzyme {biochem.) —
Coined fr. protein and -ase.

protect, tr. v. — L. protectus, pp. oiprotegere, 'to

cover in front, protect', fr. 1st pro- and tegere,

'to cover'. See tegument and cp. tectorial.

Derivatives: protect-ed, protect-ing, adjs., pro-

tect-ing-ly, adv., protect-ing-ness, n., protection

(q.v.), protect-ive, adj. and n., protect-ive-ly,

adv., protect-ive-ness, n., protector (q.v.)

protection, n. — ME. proteccioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

protection, fr. Late L. protectionem, ace. of pro-

tectio, fr. L. protectus, pp. ofprotegere. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivatives: protection-al, adj., protection-ate,

adj., protection-ism, n., protection-ist, n.,

protection-ize, tr. v.

protector, n. — ME. protectour, fr. OF. protec-

tour (F. protecteur), fr. Late L. prutectorem, ace.

of protector, fr. L. protectus, pp. of protegere.

See protect and agential suff. -or.

Titmaiiyes: protector-ate, n., protector-ian, adj.,

protector-ship, n., protector-y, n.

protectress, n. — Formed fr. protector with 1st

suff. -ess.

protege, n., a person under the patronage of

another. — F., pp. of protiger, 'to protect'.

See protect.

protegee, n., a female proteg6. — F., fem. ofpro-

tege. See prec. word.

proteide, proteid, n., protein. — Coined by the

English chemist Henry Watts (1 8 1 5- 1 884) fr. Gk.
TipcoToc, 'first' (see proto-), and -ide, resp. -id, in

his translation of Leopold Gmelin's Handbuch
der Chimie ('Handbook of Chemistry') in 1871,

to render G. Protein-stoffe.

Derivative: proteide, adj., of the nature of pro-

tein, containing protein.

protelform, adj., changeable in form like Proteus.

— See Proteus and -form and cp. protean.

protein, n. (biochem.) — Coined by the Dutch
chemist Gerard Johan Mulder (1802-80) in

1838 fr. Late Gk. rpwerioc;, 'of the first qual-

ity', fr. Gk. TTpaJTo;, 'first'. See proto- and -in.

Derivatives: protein-ic, protein-ous, adjs.

proteolysis, n., the splitting up of proteins into

soluble products during digestion (biochem.) —
ModL., coined fr. protein and Gk. Xuaii;, 'a

loosing, releasing'. See -lysis.

proteolytic, adj., causing proteolysis (biochem.)
— See prec. word and -lytic.
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proteose, n., any of a group of soluble proteins

formed during digestion. — Formed fr. protein

with subst. suff. -ose.

protero-, before a vowel proter-, combining form
meaning 'former, anterior'. — Gk. upoTEpo-,

TTpoTEp-, fr. TTpoTepo;, 'former, earlier', com-
parative of Tipo, 'before'; cogn. with OI. prata-

rdm 'further' (adv.), Avestic fratara-, 'preced-

ing'. See 2nd pro- and cp. the second word in

hysteron proteron.

Proterozoic, adj., pertaining to the geological era

preceded by the Archeozoic and succeeded by
the Paleozoic. — Compounded of protero- and
zoic.

Derivative: Proterozoic, n.

protest, tr. and intr. v. — ME. protesten, fr. MF.
(= F.) protester, fr. L. protestdri, 'to declare in

public, to bear witness to', fr. 1st pro- and
testdri, 'to be a witness', fr. testis, 'witness'. See

testament.

Derivatives: protest, n. (q.v.), protestant (q.v.),

protestation (q.v.), protest-er, n., protest-ive,

adj.

protest, n. — ME., fr. OF. protest (F. protet), fr.

protester. See protest, v.

protestant, adj., making a protest; n., one who
makes a protest. — F., fr. L. protestantem, ace.

of prolestdns, pres. part, of protestdri. See pro-

test, v., and -ant.

Protestant, n. and adj., a member of Protestan-

tism, as opposed to Roman Catholicism. —
Identical with the preceding word. The name
was applied originally to those German princes

who, at the second Council of Spires (April 19,

1529) protested against the annulment of the

decree of tolerance of the first Council of Spires

in 1526.

Derivatives: Protestant-ish, adj., Protestant-ish-

ly, adv., Protestant-ism, a., Protestant-ize, tr. v.

protestation, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) protesta-

tion, fr. L. prdtestdtidnem, ace. of prdtestdtio,

'declaration, protestation'. See protest, v., and
-ation.

Proteus, n., 1) a sea god who could easily change

his form (Greek mythol.) ; 2) a genus of gram-

negative bacteria. — L. Proteus, fr. Gk. IIpoi-

TE'ji;, lit. 'first', fr. TTpoJTO?, 'first'. See proto-.

prothaiamium, n., a song sung before the celebra-

tion of a marriage. — Latinized fr. prothala-

mion, a word coined by Spenser on analogy of

Gk. E7ti&aXa[j.tov, 'a bridal song'. See 2nd pro-

and epitlialamium.

protiiallinm, n., the thallus in ferns (hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. 2nd pro- and thalliiun.

prothesis, n., 1) the preparation and preliminary

oblation of the eucharistic elements (Orthodox

Eastern Church) ; 2) the addition of a letter or

syllable to the beginning of a word (gram.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. Tzpd&emz, 'a placing before', fr.

TcpoTi&^ai., 'to place before', fr. Trpd (see 2nd
pro-) and xi&hiM, 'to put, place'. See thesis and
cp. prosthesis.
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prothetic, adj.— See prec. word and adj suff. -ic

and cp. prosthetic.

Derivatives: prothetic-al, adj., prothetic-al-ly,

adv.

prothonotary, protonotary, n., a chief notary. —
ME. prothonotarie, fr. Late L. protonotdrius.

See proto- and notary.

Derivative: prot(h)onotari-al, adj.

prothorax, n., the anterior segment of the thorax

of an insect.— ModL., formed fr. 2nd pro- and

thorax,

protista, n., collective of single-celled organisms

(biol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Ttpw-naxo?, 'the very

first', superl. of irpcoTo?, 'first'. See proto-. For

the Greek superl. suff. -ioto? in TtpwrtcTOi; see

-est and cp. Callisto and words there referred to.

Derivatives: protist-an, adj. and n., protist-ic,

adj.

proto-, before a vowel prot-, combining form

meaning 'first'. — Gk. rrptoTo-, 7tpco-r-, fr.

Trpoixo;;, 'first', prob. contraction of *TTp6aToi;,

superl. of Trpo, 'before'. See 2nd pro- and cp. pro-

tein, Proteus, proton.

Protococcus, n., a genus of green algae (bot.) —
ModL., compounded of proto- and coccus,

protocol, n. — MF. prothocole (F. protocole), fr.

ML. protocollum, fr. Late Gk. TtpcoTixoXXov,

'the first leaf glued to the papyrus roll', which is

compounded of Gk. ^rptoTo?, 'first', and xoXXa,

'glue'. See proto- and coUo- and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives : ;)/-oroco/, intr. and tr. \.,protocol-

ar, protocol-ary, adjs.

protoderm, n., dermatogen. — Compounded of

proto- and Gk. S^pjjia, 'skin'. See derma.

protogenic, adj., born or made at the beginning.

— Compounded of proto- and -genie.

protogyny, n., the quality of certain plants in

which the stigma withers before the anthers ma-

ture (bot.) — Compounded of proto- and Gk.

yuvT), 'woman, wife'. See gynaeco- and -y

(representing Gk. -IS).

protoma, protome, n., the bust of an animal. —
Gk. TrpoTOUT), 'head of a decapitated animal',

lit. 'something cut off', from the stem of Trpo-

TEjivEiv, 'to cut off in front', fr. 7rp6 (see 2nd pro-)

and T£(xv£iv, 'to cut'. See tome.

protomartyr, n., the first martyr.— Compounded

of proto- and martyr.

proton, n., positive unit of electricity, the oppo-

site of electron. — Formed on analogy of elec-

tron fr. Gk. TtpoiTov, neut. of —p<oToq, 'first'

(see proto-); so called by the English physicist

Ernest Rutherford (1871-1937) in 1920.

protonema, n., a filamentous structure in mosses

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of proto- and

Gk. vTi[i.a, 'thread'. See -nema.

ProtoiAyta, n. pi., single-celled plants. — ModL.,

compounded of proto- and Gk. (puxd, pi. of

9ut6v, 'plant*. See -phjrte.

protophyte, n., any plant of the Protophyta. —
Compounded of proto- and -phyte.

protrusion

Derivative: protophyt-ic, adj.

protoplasm, n. (biol.) — G. Protoplasma, lit.

'first formed', compounded of proto- and Gk.

7iXdcCT[ia, gen. TtX(4<j[xaT0(;, 'anything molded',

from the stem of TtXaaoEtv, 'to mold'; see

plasma. The word Protoplasma was coined by

the Czech physiologist Johannes Evangehsta

Purkinje (1787-1869)in 1839to denote the gelat-

inous fluid found in living tissue. Next year

this term was taken over by the German botan-

ist Hugo von Mohl (1805-72) to denote the ma-

terial within tissues generally.

Derivatives : protoplasm-al, protoplasmat-ic,

protoplasm-ic, adjs.

protoplast, n., that which was first formed. —
Late L. protoplastus, fr. Gk. TcptoTiTrXac-roi;,

'first formed', which is compounded of TrptoToi;,

'first', and TtXaoTo;, 'formed', verbal adj. of

TiXdtCT^etv, 'to form'. See proto- and plastic.

Derivative: protoplast-ic, adj.

Prototheria, n. pi., a subclass of mammals (zool.)

— ModL., compounded of proto- and Gk.

S-Tlpta, pi. of €i^r,piov, dimin. of &vip, 'beast, ani-

mal'. See therio-.

prototype, n.—Gk. npca^oxunoQ, 'original, primi-

tive', fr. TTpcoTOG, 'first', and -rdnoc;, 'blow, im-

press, model, pattern'. See proto- and type.

Derivatives: prototyp-al, prototyp-ic-al, adjs.

protoxide, protoxid, n., the lowest proportion of

oxygen in an oxide (chem.) — Compounded of

prot- and oxid(e).

Protozoa, n. pi., a collective name denoting the

simplest organisms of the animal kingdom

(zool.)— ModL., coined by the German paleon-

tologist Georg August Goldfuss (1782-1848) in

1818 fr. Gk. TrpwToi;, 'first', and t^ua, pi. of

^ojov, 'animal'. See proto- and zoo-.

Derivatives: protozo-an, adj. and n., protozo-ic,

adj.

protozoon, n., a member of the Protozoa. —
ModL., sing, of Protozoa,

protract, tr. v. — L. prdlractus, pp. ofprdtrahere,

'to draw forward, protract', fr. 1st pro- and

trahere, 'to draw'. See tract, v.

Derivatives: protract-ed, adj., protract-ed-ly,

adv., protract-er, n., protract-ile, adj., protract-

il-ity, n., protraction (q.v.), protrac-tive, adj.,

protract-or, n.

protraction, n.— Late L. prdtractid, gen. -dnis, fr.

L. protractus, pp. of prdtrahere. See prec. word

and -ion.

protrude, tr. and intr. v. — L. prdlrudere, 'to

thrust forward', fr. 1st pro- and trudere, 'to

thrust', fr. I.-E. base *lreud-, 'to press, push',

whence also Goth, us-priutan, 'to vex', OE.

preotan, 'to weary, vex, annoy'. See threat and

cp. thrust. Cp. also intrude and words there

referred to.

Derivatives : protrud-ent, protrud-ing, adjs.

protrusile, adj. — Formed with suff. -He fr. L.

prdtrusus, pp. ofprdtrOdere. See prec. word.

protrusion, n.— Formed with suff. -ion fr. L. pro-



protrusive

trusus, pp. ot protrudere. See protrude and cp.

intrusion and words there referred to.

protrusive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

protrusus, pp. oiprotrudere. See protude and cp.

extrusive, intrusive, obtrusive.

Derivatives : protrusive-ly, adv., protrusive-ness,

n.

protuberance, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

protuberant, adj. — Late L. protubefans, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of proiuberdre, 'to swell out,

bulge out', fr. 1st pro- and L. tuber, 'swelling,

hump'. See tul)er and -ant.

Derivatives: protuberant-ly, adv., protuberant-

ness, n.

protuberate, intr. v. — Late L. protuberdtus, pp.

oi protuberare. See prec. word and verbal suff.

-ate.

protyle, protyl. n., the hypothetical primary sub-

stance from which the various chemical elements

differentiated (chem.) — Coined fr. prot- and
Gk. uXt], 'stuff, substance'. See -yl.

proud, adj. — ME. proud, prud, prout, prut, fr.

OE. priid, prut, 'proud' (whence pryte, 'pride'),

fr. OF. prod, prud, 'valiant, brave', fr. Late L.

prode, 'useful, advantageous', back formation

fr. L. prod-esse, 'to be useful', fr. pro, 'before,

for". See 1st pro-, and cp. pride, prow, adj.,

prude. Cp. also improve.

Derivative : proud-ly, adv.

proustite, n., a mineral, AgjAsS,. — Named after

the French chemist Joseph-Louis Proust (1754-

1826). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

prove, tr. and intr. v. — ME. proven, fr. OF.
prover, pruver (F. prouver), fr. L. probdre, 'to

try, test, examine, approve; to prove, demon-
strate', prop, 'to judge the goodness of some-

thing', fr./iro6«j, 'good, proper, upright, honest',

which is compounded oi pro-, 'before' (see 1st

pro-), and *bh^o-, fr. I.-E. base *bhu-, 'to be',

whence also L.fui, 'I have been\ futurus, 'about

to be', OE. beon, 'to be'. See be and cp. probable,

probate, probity, proof, approbate, approve, dis-

prove, reprobate, reprove, reprieve. L. probus is

cogn. with Ol. prabhiih, 'superior; lord, mas-

ter"; see prabhu. For the second element in L.

probus cp. the second element in L. dubius,

'doubtful', superbus, 'haughty, proud' (see du-

bious, superb).

Derivatives: prov-able, a.dj., pro v-en, a.A}., prov-

en-ly, ad\'.,prov-er,n.,prov-ing,Sid'j.,prov-ing-ly,

adv.

provection, n., the carrying on of the final letter

of a word to the following word, as a newt for

an ewt (philol.) — Late L. provectio, gen. -onis,

'advancement', fr. L. provectus, pp. of prove-

here, 'to carry forward', fr. 1st pro- and vehere,

'to draw, carry'. See vehicle and cp. vector. For
the ending see suff. -ion.

provenance, n., origin, source. — F., fr. provenir,

'to come from, originate', fr. L. provenire, 'to

come forth', fr. 1st pro- and venire, 'to come'.
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fr. I.-E. base *g^em-, 'to come', whence also

Goth, qiman, OE. cuman, 'to come'. See come
and cp. venue, 'arrival'. Cp. also provenience.

Provencal, adj. and n. — F., fr. Provence, fr. L.

provincia (see province); so called, because the

Romans who colonized it, named it the Prov-

ince par excellence. For the ending see adj.

suff. -al.

provender, n. — ME. provende, provendre, 'pro-

visions', fr. OF. provendre, a collateral form of

OF. (= F.) provende, formed with change of

suff. fr. Late L.praebenda, 'support, allowance',

prop. fem. of the gerundive of praebere, 'to

supply, grant, allow'. See prebend.

Derivative: /jrovenrfer, tr. v.

provenience, n., provenance. — Formed with

suff. -ce fr. L. proveniens, gen. -entis, pres. part.

ofprovenire. See provenance.

proverb, n. — ME. proverbe, fr. OF. (= F.) pro-

verbe, fr. L. prdverbium, 'proverb', fr. 1st pro-

and verbum, 'word'. See verb.

proverbial, adj.— Late L. proverbialis, fr. L. pro-

verbium. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: proverb, tr. v., proverbial-ist, n.,

proverbial-ly, adv.

provide, tr. and intr. v. — ME. providen, fr. L.

providere, 'to see beforehand, to act with fore-

sight', fr. 1st pro- and videre, 'to see'. See vision

and cp. purvey, which is a doublet of provide.

Cp. also improvise.

Derivatives: provid-ed, con]., providence (q.v.),

provid-er, n., provid-ing, conj. (prop. pres. part.

of provide).

providence, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= ¥.) providence,

fr. L. providentia, 'foresight, foreknowledge', fr.

providens, gen. -entis. See next word and -ce and

cp. prudence, which is a doublet of providence.

provident, adj.— ME.,fr. h. providens, gei\. -entis,

pres. part, ofprovidere, 'to see beforehand'. See

provide and -ent and cp. prudent, which is a

doublet of provident.

Derivatives: provident-ial, adj., provident-ial-

ism, n., provident-ly, adv.

province, n. — F., fr. L. provincia, 'a territory

outside Italy brought under Roman govern-

ment', which is of uncertain etymology. It

stands perhaps for prov-in-cia and is cogn. with

Goth, frau/a, 'lord, master', OHG. fro, of s.m.,

OE. frea, 'lord, king', OI. purvah, 'former, first',

OSlav. prUvu, 'first', and further with Gk. 7ip6,

'before', and L. pro, 'before, for'. See 1st and

2nd pro- and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also frow.

provincial, adj. — L. provincidlis, 'pertaining to a

province', fr. provincia. See province and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: provincial, n., provincial-ism, n.,

provincial-isi, n., provincial-ity , n., provincial-

ize, tr. v., provincial-iz-ation, n., provincial-ly,

adv.

provision, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) provision, fr.

L. provlsionem, ace. of provisio, 'a foreseeing'.

,

f

1261

fr. provisus, pp. of providere. See provide and

-ion.

Derivatives: provision, tr. v., provision-al, adj.,

provision-al-ly, adv., provision-al-ity, n., provi-

sion-ary, adj., provision-er, n.

proviso, n., a clause in a statute, contract, etc.,

introducing a condition. — ME., fr. L. proviso,

lit. 'it being provided', abl. neut. sing, of provi-

sus, pp. of providere, 'to provide'. See provide

and cp. improviso.

provisor, n., 1) one who provides; a purveyor

(obsol.); 2) one having a papal provision. —
ME. provisour, fr. OF. proviseur, fr. L. proviso-

rent, ace. of provisor, 'foreseer; provider', fr.

provisus, pp. of providere, 'to see beforehand'.

See provide and agential suff. -or.

provisory, adj., 1) containing a proviso; condi-

tional; provisional. — F. provisoire, fr. ML.
provisorius, fr. h. provisus, pp. of providere. See

provide and cp. prec. word.

Derivative : provisori-ly, adv.

provocation, n. — ME. provocacioun, fr. OF
(—¥.) provocation, fr. L. provocationem, ace. of

provocdtio, 'a summoning, challenging', fr.

provocdtus, pp. of provocdre. See provoke and

-ation.

provocative, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) provo

catif(fsm. provocative), fr. Late L. provocdtivus,

'called forth', fr. l^. provocdtus, pp. ofprovocdre.

See next word and -ative.

Derivatives :provoca»ve, n.,provocative-ly, adv.

provocative-ness, n.

provoke, tr. v. — ME. provoken, fr. OF. (= F.^

provoquer, fr. L. provocdre, 'to call forth, chal

lenge, appeal, provoke', fr. 1st pro- and vocdre,

'to call'. See voice and cp. convoke, invoke.

Derivatives: provok-ee, n., provok-er, n.

provok-ing, adj., provok-ing-ly, adv., provok

ing-ness, n.

provost, n., a prefect. — ME. provost, fr. OE
prafost, profost, fr. OF. provost, fr. Late L. pro

positus [whence also OProveng. probost and

OHG. probost (G. Propst)], which stands for L
praepositus, 'a presiding official' (whence OF
prevost, F. prevot), prop. pp. of praeponere, 'to

put before'. See praepostor and cp. prepositor.

priest.

Derivatives :;i/'ovo.rf, intr. \.,provost-ry, n.,pro

vost-ship, n.

prow, n., the fore part of a ship. — ME., fr. OF,

proe (F. proue), fr. OProveng. proa, fr. Genoese

prua, dissimilated fr. L. prora, fr. Gk. Ttpwpa

(for •7rp(o."atpa), rel. to irpot, 'early in the

morning', both being derivatives of rcpo, 'be-

fore'. Cp. OI. pdrvafi, 'former, first'. OSlav.

prUvii, 'first' and see 2nd pro-. Cp. also prore,

province.

Derivative: pAoiv-e(/, adj.

prow, adj., valiant, brave {archaic). — ME., fr.

OF. prou, preu (F. preux), objective case of

proz, pros, 'valiant, brave', fr. Late L. prddis,

'useful, advantageous' (whence also OProven?.

prud nomme

pros, 'valiant, brave'), fr. Late L. prode (whence

It. prode, pro, 'valiant, brave'), back formation

fr. L. prod-esse, 'to be useful', fr. pro, 'before'.

See 1st pro- and cp. pride, proud, prude, improve.

Cp. also preux chevalier.

prowess, n., bravery. — ME. prowess, proues, fr.

OF. proesce (F. prouesse), 'bravery', fr. OF.

prou, 'gallant, valiant'. See prow, adj., and -ess.

Derivative: prowess-ed, adj.

prowl, intr. v., to move about stealthily; tr. v.,

to traverse stealthily. — ME. prollen, 'to go

about searching', of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: prowl, n., prowl-er, n., prowl-ing,

ad}., prowl-ing-Iy, adv.

proximal, adj., proximate. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. proximus, 'nearest, next', superl.

ofprope. See propinquity.

proximate, adj., nearest or next. — VL. proxi-

mdtus, pp. of proximdre, 'to draw near, ap-

adj. pro ach, fr. L. proximus. See prec. word
and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: proximate-ly, adv.

proximity, n., immediate nearness. — MF. (
=

F.) proximite, 'nearness, proximity', fr. L. proxi-

mitdtem, ace. of proximitds, of s.m., fr. proxi-

mus. See proximal and -ity.

proximo, adv., in the next month. — L. proximo,

abl. sing, of proximus. See proximal.

proxy, n., 1) the action of a deputy; 2) a deputy.

— ME. prokesie, contraction of procuracie, fr.

ML. prdcQrdtia. See procuracy and cp. procura-

tor, proctor.

Derivatives : proxy, tr. and intr. v., and adj.

prude, n., a woman who affects modesty. — F.,

'prudish', ellipsis of OF. preudefemme, 'a dis-

creet, modest woman', which stands for preu de

femme, fem. equivalent ofprud'homme, 'a brave

man'. See prow, adj., and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also prud'homme, preux chevalier.

Derivatives: prude-ly, adv., prudery (q.v.),

prud-ish, adj., prud-ish-ly, adv., prud-ish-ness, n.

prudence, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) prudence, fr.

L. prUdentia, 'foreseeing, knowledge, prudence,

discretion', fr. prudens, gen. -entis. See prudent

and -ce and cp. providence, which is a doublet

of prudence.

Prudence, fem. FN. — From prec. word.

prudent, adj., cautious in conduct; discreet; sen-

sible. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) prudent, fr. L.

prUdentem, ace. of prUdens, 'foreseeing; skilled,

experienced', contraction of providens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of providere, 'to foresee". See

provident, which is a doublet ofprudent.

Derivatives: prudent-ly, adv., prudent-ness, n.

prudential, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. prUdentia. See prudence.

Derivatives: prudentials, n. pi., prudential-ism,

n., prudential-ist, n., prudential-ity, n.

prudery, n.— F. pruderie, fr. prude. See prude and

-cry.

prud'homme, n., 1) formerly, a wise or discreet

man ; 2) now, a memtjer of the conseil des prud'-



pruinose

hommes, i.e. conciliation board. — F., fr. OF.
produme, prodome, preudhome, 'a valiant, brave

or discreet man', fr. prou, preu, 'valiant, brave,

discreet', de (fr. L. de), 'from, away from', and
ome, home (F. homme), 'man' (fr. L. hominem,
ace. of homo. See prow, adj., de-, and human.

pruinose, adj., covered with a white powder or

bloom (hot.) — L. pruinosus, 'frosty, rimy', fr.

prulna, 'hoarfrost', for *prus"lna, *pru"lna, fr.

I.-E. base *preus-, *prus-, which unites the op-

posite meanings 'to freeze', and 'to bum'. See

freeze and op. frost. Cp. also prurient.

pruinous, adj., pruinose.— L. pruinosus. See prec.

word.

prune, n., plum. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) prune, fr.

ML. priina, fern. sing. fr. L. pruna, neut. pi. of

L. prunum, 'plum' (prunus, 'plum tree'), fr. Gk.
Tcpou(iVov,'plum'(7rpoti!xvYi, 'plum tree') ;borrow-

ed from a language of Asia Minor. The dis-

appearance of Gk. m in L. prunum (for *prum-

num) is due to dissimilation. E. plum is a Latin

loan word. Cp. prunella, 'a textile'.

prune, tr. v., to trim (vines). — Earlier /^rome, fr.

OF. proigner, prooingier, 'to trim (vines)' (= F.

provigner), fr. OF. provain (F. provin), 'layer of

a vine', fr. propdginem, ace. of propdgo, 'layer

of a plant'. See propagate and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: prun-able, adj., prun-able-ness, n.,

prun-abl-y, adv., prun-er, n., prun-ing, n. and
adj.

prune, tr. v., to trim the feathers, to preen (ar-

chaic). — ME. proinen, preinen, fr. OF. poroin-

dre, fr. pref. por, fr. VL. por, 'foreward, forth',

which is rel. to L.pro, 'before, for' (see 1st pro-),

and oindre, 'to annoint', fr. L. ungere. See un-

guent and cp. preen, 'to trim'. For the contrac-

tion oipor- into pr- cp. proffer.

Prunella, n., a genus of plants, the self-heal (bat.)

— ModL., fr. earlier Brunella, fr. G. Brdune,

'quinsy, croup', fr. MHG. briune, 'the state of

being brown', fr. MHG. briin, 'brown' (from

the brownish-red color of the mucous mem-
branes); see brown. The plants of this genus

were called Prunella, because they were sup-

posed to heal quinsy or croup. Cp. former E.

prunella, 'quinsy'.

prunella, prunello, n., a stout textile, formerly

used for clerg>'men's and barristers' gowns. —
F. prunelle, prop, 'sloe colored', fr. prunelle,

'sloe', dimin. ofprune, 'plum'. See prune, 'plum'.

prunelle, n., a kind of yellow plum. — F., dimin.

ofprune. See prune, 'plum".

Prunus, n., a genus of trees of the almond family

(bot.)— l^. prunus, 'plum tree'. See prune, 'plum".

prurience, pruriency, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

prurient, adj., itching; lascivious, lewd. — L.

pruriens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of prurire, 'to

itch, burn', which is rel. to pruina, 'hoarfrost'.

See pruinose and cp. pnirigo. For the ending see

sulf. -ent.
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Derivative : prurient-ly, adv.

pruriginous, adj., suffering from prurigo. — Late

L. prurlginosus, 'having the itch, scabby', fr. L.

prurigo, gen. -iginis. See next word and -ous.

prurigo, n., a chronic inflammatory skin disease

characterized by itching papules (med.) — L.,

'itching, the itch', fr. prUrire. See prurient.

pruritus, n., itching of the skin without visible

eruption. — L., 'itching, the itch', fr. prurit-

(um), pp. stem oiprUrire. See prurient.

Prussia, n. — ModL. Prussia, prob. formed fr.

Slav. Po-Rusi, '(the land) near the Rusi (= Rus-
sians)'. For the pref see post- and cp. Pome-
rania.

Derivatives : Prussi-an, adj . and n.,Prussi-an-ism,

n., Prussi-an-ize, tr. v., Prussi-an-iz-ation, n.,

Prussi-an-iz-er, n.

Prussian blue. — Transl. of F. bleu de Prusse; so

called because it was discovered in Berlin, the

capital of Prussia (by Diesbach in 1704).

prussiate, n., a salt of prussic acid (chem.) —
Formed with chem. suff. -ate fr. ModL. Prus-

sia. See Prussia.

prussic acid. — Adaptation of F. acide prussique,

fr. acide, 'acid', and prussique, 'Prussian', fr.

{bleu de) Prusse, 'Prussian blue'. See Prussian

blue and adj. suff. -ic.

pry, intr. v., to search, spy. — ME. prien, pryen,

of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: pry-ing, adj., pry-ing-ly, adv., pry-

ing-ness, n.

pry, n., a lever. — Back formation fr. prize, 'a

lever", mistaken for a plural (as if the spelling

were pry-s).

Derivative: pry, tr. v., to raise, break open,

lever.

prytaneum, n., a public building in an ancient

Greek city, containing the sacred hearth of the

city (Greek antiq.) — L., fr. Gk. JipuTavsiov,

'the magistrate's hall', fr. TipuTavi;;, 'magistrate,

prince, ruler". See next word.

prytany, n., presidency of the senate in Athens

(Greek antiq.) — Gk. TrpuTDtvEia, 'presidency',

fr. Trp'JTavi;, 'prince, lord, president, a member
of one of the ten sections into which the Council

of Elders (= the Senate) in Athens was divided",

prob. a loan word from a language of Asia

Minor. Cp. Lycian e-priti, 'satrap', Etruscan

pur&ne, e-pr&-ne, 'chief, president', and L. Frutis,

Etruscan name of Venus (= Aphrodite), whose
worship was brought into Italy by the Etrus-

cans. For the ending of prytany see suff. -y (re-

presenting Gk. -eia >.

psalm, n. — ME. psalm, sa'.m, fr. OE. psealm,

sealm, fr. Eccles. L. psalmus, fr. Gk. tj^aXfxoc;, 'a

plucking, twitching, of the harp' (in Eccles. Gk.
'song, psalm'), fr. 'yaX>.eiv, 'to pluck, twitch the

harp, to play on a stringed instrument', whence
also <!^i.X\i.ct, 'tune played on a stringed instru-

ment', i};citXT7)i;, 'harper', <i^aXTT\pw^, 'stringed

instrument, psaltery, harp', 4'a'''(^<^Si5, 'sing-

ing to the harp'; rel. to '^rika.fS.^, 'to feel
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or grope about' (compoutided of *'^aXa, 'a

twitching', and atpSv, 'to touch') and cogn. with

L. palpare, 'to touch softly, stroke', palpitare,

'to move quickly', palpebra, 'eyelid'. See feel

and cp. psalmody, psalter, psaltery, and the first

element in Pselaphidae. Cp. also palpable.

Derivatives: psalm-ic, adj., psalm-y, adj.

psahnlst, n., a composer of psalms. — Eccles. L.

psalmista, fr. Eccles. Gk. il^aXixiCTTTj;, of s.m.,

fr. Eccles. Gk. 4'a>^[i6i;- See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: psalmist-ry, n.

psalmodize, intr. v., to practice psalmody. —
Eccles. L. psalmodizare, fr. psalmodia. See next

word and -ize.

psalmody, n., 1) the singing of psalms; 2) psalms

collectively. — ME. psalmodie, fr. Eccles. L.

psalmodia, fr. Late Gk. ijjaXfiuSia, 'singing to

the harp', fr. t|ja>.ai4c, 'psalm', and wSv), 'song'.

See psalm, ode and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

Derivatives : psalmodi-al, psalmod-ic, psalmod-

ic-al, adjs., psalmod-ist, n., psalmodize (q.v.)

Psalter, n., the Book of Psalms. — ME. psalter,

Salter, fr. OE. psaltere, saltere, fr. Eccles. L.

psalterium, 'the songs of David, the Psalms', fr.

L., 'stringed instrument, psaltery', fr. Gk. <i/'xX-

TYjpiov, 'stringed instrument, psaltery, harp',

fr. i]jaXXei.v, 'to pluck, twtich the harp.' See

psalm and cp. psaltery. Cp. also santir.

Derivatives: psalter-ian, adj., psalter-ist, n.

psalterium, n., the third stomach of ruminants

(zool) — Eccles. L. psalterium (see prec. word)

;

so called because of its resemblance to the folds

of a book.

psaltery, n., an ancient stringed instrument. —
OF. psalterie, fr. L. psalterium. See Psalter and

-y (representing L. -ium).

psammite, n., sandstone (petrogr.) — F., fr. Gk.

4iapi[xoi;, 'sand', which is rel. to '^ana-S-o?, 6t[j,a-

^oq, 'sand', and cogn. with L. sabulum, 'sand'.

See sabulum and cp. words there referred to.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: /)iammj7-ic-, adj.

psammo-, combining form meaning sand. — Gk.

t{ia[i(j.o-, fr. if6i]j.y.oc„ 'sand'. See prec. word.

psammoma, n., a tumor of the cerebral meninges.

(med.) — Medical L., coined by the German

pathologist Rudolf Virchow (1821-1902) fr. Gk.

']/i.\L\x.oc„ 'sand' (see prec. word) and suff. -oma;

so called because it contains calcareous, sand-

like matter.

Psaronius, n., a genus of fossil ferns (palaeontol.)

— ModL. Psaronius, short for Psaronius lapis,

lit. 'starling stone" (loan translation of G.

Staarstein), fr. Gk. '.^ap, gen. tjiotpo?, 'starling',

which is cogn. with Goth, sparwa, OE. spearwa,

'sparrow'. See sparrow.

Pselaphidae, n. pi., a family of beetles (zooL) —
ModL. Pselaphidae, fr. Pselaphus, the type ge-

nus, fr. Gk. <!^T\Ka^a.-i, 'to grope about', com-

pounded of *ij(aXa, 'to twitch', and a9av, 'to

touch'. For the first element see psalm, for the

second sec apsis, for the ending see suff. -Idae.

psellism, n., stammering. — }AodL.psellismus, fr.

Gk. i);£XX[.(T(.i6(;, fr. 4'e'^'^i'^s:i.v, 'to stammer', fr.

iJjeXXo?, "faltering in speech', which is prob. of

imitative origin. For the ending see suff. -ism.

psephism, n., a decree of the popular assembly in

Athens. — L. psephisma, fr. Gk. 'iirjCfiZ.ei.v, fr.

il)Y)(j)t(j[ia, 'to cast one's vote with a pebble, to

count, reckon', fr. 4'^90'; (Dor. 4'a9°?). 'small

stone, pebble (used in counting or voting)',

which is rel. to <\i6i.[HJ.oc, (for *<]ia.tfiio(;), 'sand'.

See psammite and the suff. -ize and -ma and cp.

next word.

psephite, n., fragmental rock consisting of peb-

bles. — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk.

41^90;. See prec. word.

Derivative: psephit-ic, adj.

pseud-, form of pseudo- before a vowel.

pseudaxis, n., a sympodium. — ModL., lit. 'a

false axis', fr. pseud- and axis,

pseudepigrapha, n. pi., writings falsely ascribed

to the Bible. — Gk. tpeuSeTriypa?'^. neut. pi. of

tliEuSsTtiYpafo?, 'with false superscription'. See

pseudo- and epigraphy.

pseudepigrapha], pseudepigraphic, pseudepigraph-

ical, pseudepigraphous, adj., of the nature of

pseudepigrapha; spurious. — Gk. 4'£u8£'^h'P='-

90;, 'with false superscription'. See prec. word

and -al, resp. -ic, -ical, -ous.

pseudepigraphy, n., the ascription of false author-

ship to books. — See pseudepigrapha and -y

(representing Gk. -la).

pseudo-, before a vowel pseud-, combining form

meaning 'false, feigned, erroneous'. — Gk.

tJj£u8o-,iljEuS-, fr. iJjsuSoc, 'lie, falsehood', fr. liisu-

Seiv, 'to cheat by lies' (whence also 4'e>jSif)?, 'lying,

false'), which is prob. rel to ^tuSpii;, 'lying,

false', i]^u&oi;, 'a lie', and possibly cogn. with

Arm. sut, 'false, lying'.

pseudobulbar, adj., in pseudobulbar paralysis, a

condition simulating true bulbar paralysis

(med.)— A hybrid coined fr. pseudo-, L. bulbus,

'bulb' (see bulb), and adj. suff. -ar.

pseudocarp, n., a false fruit. — Compounded of

pseudo- and Gk. xap-rco?, 'fruit'. See carpel.

Derivative: pseudocarp-ous, adj.

pseudoclassic, adj., pretending to be classic. —
Compounded of pseudo- and classic.

Derivatives: pseudoclassic, n., pseudoclassic-al,

adj., pseudoclassic-ism, n.

pseudograph, n., a writing falsely ascribed to

somebody. — Late L. pseudographus, 'having a

false superscription', fr. Late Gk. 4'e'j8oTpi9<'?.

'writer offalsehoods', fr. Gk. '.jje-jSo- (see pseudo-)

and -ypiqjoc, fr. vpiyeiv, 'to write'. See

-graph,

pseudomorph, n., an irregular form. — Lit. 'a

false form', compounded of pseudo- and Gk.

[xop9T), 'form, shape'. See morpho-.

Derivatives : pseudomorph-ic, a&i., pseudomorph-

ism, n., pseudomorph-ous, adj.

pseudonym, also spelled pseudonyme, n., a ficti-

tious name.— Fr. pseudonyme, fr. Gk. tJ'euStov'j-



Hov, neut. of i)*euS«ivun.o?, 'under a false name',
which is compounded of i^'euSo- (see pseudo-)
and 6vu|jLa, dialectal form of ovojjia, 'name'.
See name and cp. onomato-.

Derivatives: pseudonym-al, pseudonym-ic, adjs.,

pseudonym-ity, n., pseudonym-ous, adj., pseu-
donym-ous-ly, adv., pseudonym-ous-ness, n.

pseudopod, n. — The same as pseudopodium.
pseudopodium, n., temporary extension of the

protplasm of a cell serving for locomotion. —
ModL., compounded of pseudo- and ModL.
-podium, fr> Gk. -t[:6Siov, fr. 7t6Siov, dimin. of
T:oti?, gen. tcoSo?, 'foot'. See podium.
Derivatives

: pseudopod-al, pseudopod-ial, adjs.

pseudoscope, n., an optical instrument which
makes convex objects appear concave and vice

versa. — Compounded of pseudo- and Gk.
-oxoTTiov, fr. CTzoTTEtv, 'to look at, examine'. See
-scope.

pshaw, interj. — Imitative.

Psidium, n., a genus of trees of the myrtle family
{bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. il^'-Stov, a collateral

form of (TiSiov, 'pomegranate-peel', fr. aiSyj,

'pomegranate', which is prob. a loan word from
a language of Asia Minor.

psil-, form of psilo- before a vowel.

psilanthropy, n., the teaching that Jesus was a
mere man. — Formed fr. Gk. (jJ^dcvSpuTtoi;,

'merely human', fr. '^il'kdc,, 'naked, bare, mere',

and licvS-pwTtoi;, 'man'. See next word, anthropo-

and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

Den\iLtives:psilanthrop-ic,!Ldi.,psilanthrop-ism,

n., psilanthrop-ist, n.

psilo-, before a vowel psil-, combining form
meaning 'mere, bare'. — Gk. 'i^Xko-, tliTX-, fr.

iJjTX6;, 'naked, bare, mere', rel. to i^iau, (Jjvjv, 'to

rub, smoothe; to rub away, crumble away',
(j;ito, ij;te'.v, 'to feed', and cogn. with 01. bd-

bhasti a.nd psdti, 'chews, consumes, devours'. See
sand and cp. psilosis, epsilon, upsilon. Cp. also

psora.

psilomelane, n., a black hydrous manganese oxide
(mineral.) — Compounded of psUo- and Gk.
HsXav-, stem of [xiXS?, gen. [i^Xavoq, 'black'.

See melanism.

psilosis, n., loss of hair owing to disease (med.)—
Medical L., fr. Gk. '^tXoxJi;, 'a stripping bare
of hair', fr. ij;iXouv, 'to strip bare of hair', fr.

yiXo;. See psilo- and -osis.

psilotic, adj., pertaining to psilosis. — Gk. '\iiXu)-

-Lzoq, 'making hairless', fr. iliXkwToq,, verbal

adj. of (JiiXouv. See prec. word and -ic.

Psittacidae, n. pi., a family of parrots (ornilhol.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L. psitta-

cus, 'parrot', fr. Gk. iJiiTTaxo;, which is a foreign

word.

psittacine, adj., pertaining to the parrot family.

— L. psittacinus, fr. psittacus. See prec. word
and -ine (representing L.-i'n«i).

psittacosis, n., an infectious disease of parrots

(med.)— Medical L., formed fr. Gk. t}<iTTax6(;,

'parrot' (see Psittacidae), with suff. -osis.
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psoas, n., either of two muscles of the loin (anat.)— Medical L., fr. Gk. ijjoa (also (('oia, ij^ua),

'a hip muscle'. Gk. (J'^a?, the gen. of the femi-
nine noun i{;6a, was mistaken by the French
anatomist Jean Riolan (1577-1657) for the nom.
of a (nonextant) masculine noun. It was he who
introduced this erroneous form into anatomy.

psoitis, n., inflammation of the psoas muscle(s)
(med.) — Medical L., formed from prec. word
with suir. -itis.

psora, n., itch, scabies (med.)— L., fr. Gk. tjjtopa,

'itch, mange, scab', from the stem of i);a<o, ();^v,

'to rub', whence also ij/iXoG, 'naked, bare, mere'.
See psilo-.

Psoralea, n., a genus of plants of the pea family
(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ij'wpaX^og, 'scabby',

fr. <i'<ipa (see psora); so called in allusion to the
glands or dots.

psoriasis, n., a non-contagious inflammatory skin
disease (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. Gk.
ipcopa (see psora) with suff. -iasis.

psoriatic, adj., pertaining to, or affected by, pso-
riasis. — See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

psoric, adj., pertaining to psora (med.)— L. pso-
ricus, fr. Gk. il^wptxi?, fr. i^topa. See psora and
-ic.

psych-, form of psycho- before a vowel.

psychastheoia, n., a neurotic state characterized
by lack of energy and by phobias (med.) —
Medical L., lit. 'weakness of the soul', fr. Gk.

'^^Xh> 'soul' and txaa-lvsia, 'weakness, debility'.

See psyche and asthenia,

psyche, n., 1) the human soul; 2) the mind. — L.

psyche, fr. Gk. '\>^yi\, 'breath, life, spirit, soul,

mind', which derives fr. 'Jju/siv, 'to breathe,
blow; to make cold', whence also iliOxo;, 'cold';

from thestem of *4njetv, 'to breathe, blow', which
is cogn. with OI. bhas-, of s.m. Cp. psychrometer,
psykter, metempsychosis, panpsychism. For the
sense development of Gk. •]jOxr), cp. L. splritus,

'breath, breath of life, soul, mind, spirit', which
derives fr. spirdre, 'to breathe', and Heb. ne-

MeiA,'soul, life, person', lit.'that which breathes',

which comes from the stem n-ph-sh, 'to breathe'.

Psyche, n., in Greek mythology, a maiden be-
loved by Eros; personification of the soul. ^
Gk. (|'<JX^, fr. ij'ux^, 'soul'. See prec. word.

psychedelic, also psychedelic, adj., 1) pertaining

to a mental state of pleasurable calm; 2) per-
taining to any drug producing such calm. —
Compounded of psyche, resp. psycho-, Gk.
Sr,Xog, 'visible, clear' (see adelo-), and adj.

suff. -ic.

psychiater, n., an expert in mental disease. —
Compounded of Gk. iJ'Oxy), 'soul', and iStyjp,

'healer', which is rel. to iirpoc,, 'healer, physi-
cian'. See psyche and -iatric.

psychiatry, n., the treatment and cure of mental
disease.— Medical L. psychidtria, lit. 'a healing
of the soul', fr. Gk. i^Oxig, 'soul', and iSTpetS, 'a

healing.' See psyche and -iatry.

Derivatives: psychiatric, psychiatr-ic-al, adjs..

psychiatr-ic-al-ly, Sidv.,psychiatr-ist, n.,psychiatr-

ize, tr. v.

psychic, adj.— Gk. ij'uxi''^?, 'of life, of the soul,

spiritual', fr. 'I'^xh- See psyche and adj. suff.

-ic.

Derivatives: psychic, n.,psychic-al, adj., psychic-

al-ly, adv., psych-ics, n.

psychism, n., psychical research. — Formed fr.

iJjuX'')' 'soul' (see psyche), with suff. -ism.

psychist, n., one who engages in the study of psy-

chical phenomena.— See prec. word and -ist.

psycho-, before a vowel psych-, combining form

meaning 'mind, spirit, consciousness'. — Gk.

(j^uxo-, i>^X'' fr- 4'^X^- See psyche,

psychoanalysis, n., a system of psychotherapy in-

troduced by Freud and Jung. — ModL., com-

pounded of psych- and analysis,

psychoanalyst, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

psychoanalytic, psychoanalytical, adj.— See prec.

word and -ic, resp. also -al.

psychoanalyze, tr. v. — See psychoanalysis and

-ize.

psychedelic, adj.— See psychedelic,

psychogenesis, n., the origin of the mind and its

development. — ModL., compounded of psy-

cho- and genesis,

psychogenetic, also psychogenetical, adj., per-

taining to psychogenesis. — See prec. word and

-ic, resp. also -al.

Derivatives: psychogenetical-ly, adv., psycho-

genet-ics, n.

psychogenic, adj., having mental origin. — Com-
pounded of psycho- and -genie,

psychology, n. — ModL. psychologia, prob. coin-

ed by Melanchthon (and first used by him as

title of a prelection), fr. Gk. il'ux'^i 'soul' (see

psyche), and-Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)' (see -logy). In its modern sense

the word psychology is treaceable to C. Wolff's

Psychologia empirica (1732).

Derivatives: psycholog-ic-al, adj., psychotog-ic-

al-ly, adv., psycholog-ism, n., psycholog-ist, n.,

psycholog-ize, intr. v.

psychometer, n., 1) one who practices divination

through psychometry; 2) a measuring instru-

ment used in psychometry. — Back formation

fr. psychometry.

psychometrics, n., measurement of the duration

in time of mental phenomena. — Compounded
of psycho-, Gk. ixsTpixo;, 'metrical' (see metri-

cal), and pi. suff. -s.

psychometry, n., 1) divination of the qualities of

an object, or of persons that have been in con-

tact with it, through physical contact with, or

proximity to, that object ; 2) psychometrics. —
Compounded of psycho- and Gk. -[iETpla,

'measuring of. See -metry.

Derivatives : psychometr-ic, psychometr-ic-al,

adjs., psychometr-ic-al-ly, adv., psychometr-ist,

n.

psychomotor, adj., pertaining to physical move-

ments induced by mental processes. — Com-
pounded of psycho- and motor,

psychopath, n., one suffering from mental disease.

— Compounded of psycho- and Gk. -Tra&rjt;,

'suffering'. See -path.

Derivatives: psychopath-ic, adj., psychopath-ist,

a., psycho-pathology, n., psychopatholog-ist, n.,

psychopath-y, n.

psychophysics, n., that branch of science which

deals with the relations between physiological

and psychological phenomena. — G. Psycho-

physik, coined by Gustav Theodor Fechner

(1801-87) in his Elemente der Psychophysik

(1860). See psycho- and physics.

Derivatives : psychophysic-al, adj
. , psychophysic-

ist, n.

psychophysiology, n. — Compounded of psycho-

and physiology,

psychosis, n., 1) mental disease; 2) any mental

process. — ModL., fr. Gk. 4jux&)cfi.;, 'a giving

of life, animation', fr. i)jOxouv, 'to give life to', fr.

ti^ux^i 'lif^' soul'. See psyche and -osis.

psychosomatic, adj., pertaining to the relation be-

tween mind and body. — Compounded of

psycho- and somatic.

Derivative : psychosomat-ics, n.

psychotherapeutics, psychotherapy, n., the treat-

ment of disease by hypnotism, suggestion, or

other psychological methods. — Compounded

of psycho- and therapeutics, resp. therapy,

psychotic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized by,

psychosis.— Formed fr. psychosis. For the end-

ing see suff. -otic.

HeiivaWve: psychotic, n., a psychotic person.

psychrometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the moisture in the atmosphere.— Compounded
of Gk. tp'^ZP"^?' 'cold', and (^^Tpov, 'measure'.

The first element derives fr. i^yixoc,, 'cold (n.);

cold weather'; see psyche. For the second ele-

ment see meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

psykter, n., a vessel for cooling wine (Greek an-

tiq.) — Gk. '!^\iy.Tr\f, fr. ij^uxetv, 'to breathe,

blow; to make cold'. See prec. word.

Psylla, n., a genus of plant lice (zool.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. 4'uWia, 'flea'. See Pulex.

psyllid, n., any insect of the family Psyllidae. —
See next word.

Psyllidae, n., a family of plant lice (bot.) —
ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-idae.

Psyllium, n., the fleawort (bot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. diuXXa, 'flea'. See Psylla and Ist -ium.

Ptah, n., the chief god of ancient Memphis. —
Egypt. Ptah.

ptarmic, adj., sternutative. — Gk. -Tap;jL',z6(:,

'causing to sneeze', fr. TTTapjjioi;, 'the act of

sneezing', from the stem of Tixaipsiv, irTapsiv,

also TiTdcpvijoftai, 'to sneeze", which is cogn.

with L. sternuere, of s.m. See sternutation and

adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives : ptarmic, n. , a sternutatory, ptarmic-

al, adj.



Ptarmica, n., another name for Achillea (hot.) —
ModL., prop, 'sneezewort', fr. Gk. Trxapfxixo?.

See prec. word.

ptarmigan, n., a bird of the grouse family. —
Gael, tdrmachan.

Ptelea, n., the hop tree {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.
n-zzkia., 'the elm', of uncertain origin; possibly

cogn. with L. tilia, 'the linden tree' (see Tilia).

pteno-, combining form meaning 'flying, winged',

as in Ptenoglossa. — Gk. TtTrjvo-, fr, 7it7]v6?,

'flying', rel. to TCTyjvai., aorist inf. of TTExeaS-ai,

'to fly' ; fr. I.tE. base *pt{d)-, zero degree of base
*pet-, 'to fly, to fall upon', whence also Tirepov,

'wing'. See ptero- and cp. ptilo-.

Ptenoglossa, n., a division of gastropods {zool.)

— ModL., compounded of pteno- and Gk.
vXwana, 'tongue'. See gloss, 'interpretation'.

pter-, form of ptero- before a vowel.

pteridine, n., a yellow crystalline base, C^H^N^ —
G. Pteridin, coined fr. pter-, -ide and chem.
suff'. -ine; so called because it occurs in the pig-

ments of the wings of butterflies.

pteridology, n., the study of ferns {hot.) — Com-
pounded of Gk. TCTepii;, gen. TtxEptSoi;, 'fern',

and -Xoyia, fr. -X6yo?, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See Pteris and -logy.

Derivatives ; pteridolog-ic-al, adj
. ,
pteridolog-ist,

n.

Pterldophyta, n. pi., a division of flowerless

plants including the ferns, mosses and horse-

tails (pot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. tcte-

pi;, gen. TrreptSoi;, 'male fern', and cpuxAv,

'plant'. See Pteris and phyto-.

pteridophyte, n., one of the Pteridophyta. — See

prec. word.

Derivatives : pteridophyt-ic, pteridophyt-ous,

adjs.

pterin, n., a compound containing the pteridine

ring system. — G. Pterin, coined fr. pter- and
suff". -in; so called because it occurs in the pig-

ments of the wings of butterflies.

Pteris, n., a genus of ferns (bot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. TtxEptg, 'male fern', which is rel. to vrxEpov,

'wing'. See ptero-.

ptero-, before a vowel pter-, combining form
meaning 'feather, wing', as in pterodactyl. —
Gk. --z^Q', TTXEp-, fr. TTXEpov, 'feather, wing',

fr. *pt-, zero degree of I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to

fall upon', whence Gk. TrsxEai^ai, 'to fly'. See

feather and cp. Pteris, pterygium. Cp. also

pteno-, ptilo-, ptomaine, symptom. Cp. also the

second element in malabathrum.

pterodactyl, n., name of an extinct flying reptile.

— Compounded of ptero- and Gk. SazxuXoi;,

'finger'. See dactyl.

pterography, n., description of (birds') feathers.

— Compounded of ptero- and Gk. -yp'Xtfia., fr.

Ypa9£tv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

Derivatives : pterograph-ic, plerograph-ic-al,

adjs.

pteropod, n., one of a group of mollusks with
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wing lobes on the feet (zool.)— Gk. TtxEpoTroug,

gen. TcxEponoSo?, 'wingfooted', compounded of

7i:xEp6v, 'wing', and ttoui;, gen. rroSii;, 'foot'.

See ptero- and -pod.

Derivative: p?eroporf-oH.s, adj.

Pteropus, n., a genus of fruit bats. — ModL., fr.

Gk. TCXEpoTTOug, 'wingfooted'. See prec. word.

pterosaur, n., name of an extinct flying reptile;

the pterodactyl. — Compounded of ptero- and
Gk. daupo?, 'lizard'. See saurian.

Pterospora, n., a genus of plants, the pine drops

(bot.)— ModL., compounded ofptero- and Gk.
CTTTopot, 'a sowing, seed'. See spore.

-pterous, combining form meaning'having (a spec-

ified number or form of) wings', as in dipterous.

— Compounded of ptero- and -ous.

pteryg-, form of pterygo- before a vowel.

pterygium, n., a triangular mass of conjunctiva

growing on the inner side of the eyeball (med.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. izTzpuyiov, 'a little wing,

flap, fold', dimin. of irxipuS, gen. irxEpuyoi;,

which is rel. to Tcxspov, 'wing'. See ptero-.

pterygo-, before a vowel pteryg-, combining

form meaning 'wing'.— Gk.Trxspuyo-, TTXEpuy-,

fr. 7xxEpu5, gen. Trxspuyot;, 'wing', rel. to TTXEpiv,

'wing'. See ptero- and cp. prec. word.

pterygoid, adj., winglike. — Formed fr. pterygo-

and Gk. -oelSy)?, 'like', fr. dSoq, 'form, shape'.

See -oid.

ptil", form of ptilo- before a vowel.

Ptilimnium, n., a genus of plants, the mock bish-

op's weed (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.
TtxiXov, 'soft feather, down', and Xtjivv), 'marsh'.

See ptUo- and limno-.

ptilo-, before a vowel ptil-, combining form mean-
ing 'down, feather'. — Gk. ttxiXo-, ttxiX-, fr.

TixiXov, 'soft feather, down', fr. *pt-, zero degree

of I.-E. base *pel-, 'to fly, to fall upon', whence

also TTXEpov, 'feather, wing'. See feather and cp.

pteno-, ptero-.

ptisan, n., barley water. — ME. tisane, fr. OF.
(F. tisane, ptisane), fr. L. tisana, fr. Gk.
TTxiaavY), 'peeled barley, barley gruel', fr. Tixta-

oEtv, 'to crush, grind', which is cogn. with L.

pinsere, 'to beat, pound', pistillum, 'pestle'. See

pestle and cp. tisane. The disappearance of Gk.
TT in L. tisana (for *ptisana) is due to the phonet-

ic law according to which the first of two ex-

plosive sounds at the beginning of a word must

needs disappear. Cp. L. tunica, which stands for

'ctunica (see tunic).

Ptolemaic, adj., pertaining to Ptolemy, the astron-

omer and geographer, or to the Ptolemies, the

kings of Egypt. — Fr. Gk. n-oXEpiS'tJco?, fr.

nxoXE[xaTo(;. See Ptolemy and adj. sulf. -ic.

Ptolemaist, n., a believer in the system of Ptole-

my, the astronomer. — Formed with suff". -ist

fr. Gk. nxoX£[jLaio?. See Ptolemy.

Ptolemy, n., masc. FN. — F. Ptolemee, fr. L.

Ptolemaeus, fr. Gk. IIxoXEijiaTo?, lit. 'warlike',

fr. 7rx6X£(iO(;, collateral form of n6X£y.oi;, 'war'.

See polemic.

ptomaine, n., alkaloid substance formed by the

putrefaction of animal or vegetable porteins

(biochem.) — It. ptomaina, coined by the Italian

chemist Selmi fr. Gk. 7TX(0|jia, 'corpse', fr. *pt-,

zero degree of I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to fall

upon'. See symptom and cp. the next two words.

For the sense development of Gk. 7rxM(j.a cp.

Heb. n bheld'', 'carcass, corpse', fr. ndbhil, 'it

decayed, withered', which is rel. to naphdl, 'he

fell', and L. cadaver, 'corpse', fr. cadere, 'to fall'

(see cadaver).

Denyati\e: ptomain-ic, adj.

ptosis, n., a falling down of an organ, esp. the

drooping of the upper eyelid (med.) — Medical

L., fr. Gk. TTxcotrii;, 'a faUing', fr. *pt; zero de-

gree of I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to fall upon',

whence also 7rxoi(xa, 'corpse'. See symptom and

cp. prec. and next word.

ptotic, adj., pertaining to ptosis. — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. Gk. ttxuxo?, 'fallen', verbal adj. of

txZttxeiv, 'to fair, which stands for *Tci-7txEiv,

fr. *pt-, zero degree of I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly,

to fall upon'. See symptom and cp. the prec. two

words.

ptyal-, form of ptyalo- before a vowel.

ptyalin, n., the amylase found in the saliva (bio-

chem.)— Formed with suff". -in fr. Gk. irxiiaXov

'spittle', fr. TTxijti), TtxiJEiv, 'to spit', which prob

stands for *(T7tiuio) or *7r(i5ici), and is cogn

with L. spud, spuere, 'to spit', Goth, speiwan

OE. spiwan, 'to spit, vomit'. See spew and cp

words there referred to. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in hemoptysis.

ptyalism, n., salivation. — Gk. TTXuaXicrfxo?,

'salivation', fr. TrxuaXlJ^Etv, 'to spit much', fr.

TTxuaXov, 'spittle'. See prec. word and -ism.

ptyalo-, before a vowel ptyal-, combining form

meaning 'spittle'. — Gk. TixuaXo-, TrxuaX-, fr.

TTxuaXov. See ptyalin.

pub, n. — Shortened fr. public house.

puberal, adj., relating to puberty. — Late L. pU-

berdlis, 'pertaining to puberty', fr. L. pUber,

'adult'. See puberty and adj. suff. -al.

pubertal, adj., puberal. — See prec. word. The -t-

is prob. due to the influence of the noxxa. puberty.

puberty, n., the condition of being capable of

procreation. — ME. puberte, fr. L. pUbertds,

gen. pUbertatis, 'the age of maturity, puberty'

—

possibly through the medium of MF. (= F.)

puberte—fr. pSber or pubes, gen. puberis,

'grown up, adult", which is rel. to pubes, gen.

pubis, 'hair that appears on the body at the age

of puberty ; the private parts', and to puer, 'boy'.

See puerile and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also public.

puberulent, adj., covered with fine down (bol.) —
Formed with suff. -ulent fr. L. pUber, 'grown up

;

covered with soft down, downy'. See puberty.

pubes, n., pubic hair (anat.) — L. pUbes. See

puberty and cp. pubis.

pubescence, n.— F., fr. Late L. pObescentia, fr. L.

pUbescens, gen. -entis. See pubescent and -ce.

pubescency, n. — Late L. pUbescentia. See prec.

word and -cy.

pubescent, adj. — F., fr. L. pUbescentem, ace. of

pUbescens, pres. part, ofpubescere, 'to reach the

age of puberty', fr. pubes, gen. pUbis. See pubis

and -escent and cp. pubes.

pubic, adj., pertaining to the region of the pubes

or the pubis (anat.) — See pubes and -ic.

pubis, n., the pubic bone (anat.) — Medical L.,

short for L. 6s pubis, 'pubic bone', fr. pUbes, gen.

pubis, 'the hair which appears on the body at

the age of puberty: the private parts'. See

puberty, and cp. pubes.

public, adj. — ME. publique, fr. MF (= F.)

public (fem. publique), fr. L. pUhlicus, which is

prob. a blend of OL. popUcus, 'belonging to the

people' (contraction of *populicus, fr. populus,

'people'), and L. *piibicus, 'belonging to

adults', fr. pubes, 'the hair that appears on the

body at the age of puberty; adults, people'. See

people and puberty.

Derivatives: public, n., public-ly, adv., public-

ness, n.

public, n. — Abbreviation of public house. Cp.

pub.

publican, n., 1) in ancient Rome, a collector of

public revenues; 2) (British) an innkeeper. — F.

publicain, fr. L. publicanus, 'a farmer of the Ro-

man revenues', prop, subst. use of the adj. pU-

blicdnus, 'pertaining to the public revenue', fr.

pUblicus. See public, adj., and -an.

Derivative ; publican-ism, n.

publication, n. — ME. publicacioun, fr. L. pUbli-

cdtionem, ace. ofpUblicdtio, fr. pUblicdtus, pp. of

publicdre, 'to make known, publish', fr. pUblicus.

See public, adj. and -ation and cp. publish.

publicist, n., a journalist who writes about public

aff"airs.— F. puhliciste, a hybrid coined fr. public

(see public, adj.) and -iste (see -ist), a suff". of

Greek origin ; introduced into English by Burke.

publicity, n. — F. publicite, fr. ML. publicitdtem,

ace. ofpUblicitds, fr. L. pUblicus. See public, adj.,

and -ity.

publicize, tr. v. — See public, adj., and -ize.

publish, tr. v. — ME. publishen, fr. OF. (= F.)

pubtier (fr. L. publicdre), 'to publish', on analogy

of other English verbs in -ish, in which this suflf.

corresponds to OF. -is-, -iss-, and ult. to the

Latin inchoative suff. -isc-. See publication.

Derivatives: publish-able, adj., publish-er, n.,

publish-ment, n.

pubo-, combining form used in the sense of 'pubic

and'. — Incorrectly formed fr. L. pUbes, 'hair

that appears on the body at the age of puberty'.

See pubes, puberty.

puccoon, n., any of the plants of the borage fam-

ily.— Virginian puccoon. See poke, 'pokeweed'.

puce, n., a brownish color.— F., 'flea ; flea color',

fr. L. pUlicem, ace. ofpulex, 'flea'. See Pulex and

cp. puceron.

pucelle, n., virgin, maid (obsol., except in the

phrase La Pucelle, loan of Arc). — F., fr. OF.
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pucele, fr. VL. *pullicella, 'maid' (whence also

It. pulcella, OProven?. piussela), dimin. of L.

pulla, fern, of pullus, 'young animal'.

puceron, n., a plant louse. — F., a derivative of

puce, 'ilea'. See puce.

puchero, n., olla podrida. — Sp., 'pottage', fr. L.

pultarius, 'vessel', prop, and esp. 'a vessel for

pottage', fr. puis, gen. pultis, 'a thick pottage'.

See pulse, 'seeds', and cp. words there referred

to.

puck, n., a mischievous spirit, hobgoblin. — ME.
pouke, puke, fr. OE. puca, 'goblin', rel. to ON.
puki, 'imp', ult. prob. fr. Gk. Otoxa?, 'patron of

ships and navigation'. Cp. pug, 'a breed of dog'.

Derivatives: puck-ish, adj., puck-ish-ly, adv.,

puck-ish-ness, n.

puck, n., the flat disk used in playing hockey. —
Fr. Ir. poc, 'bag'. See pock.

pucka, pukka, adj., good, genuine. — Hind, pak-

ka, 'cooked, ripe', fr. OI. pakvdh, fr. pdcati,

'cooks', which is cogn. with L. coquere, 'to

cook'. See cook, n.

pucker, intr. and tr. v., to contract into wrinkles.

—
• A frequentative formed fr. poke, 'bag'. For

the ending see freq. suff. -er.

Derivatives : pucker, a wrinkle, bulge, pucker-er,

n., pucker-y, adj.

pud, n., foot (a baby word). — Cp. MDu. pote,

poot, Du. pool, 'paw', and see paw and words

there referred to.

puddening, n., a thick fender made of rope yarn.

— Formed with suflf. -tag h.pudden, a dial, form

of pudding; so called because of its softness.

puddtag, n. — ME. poding, pudding, prob. fr. F.

boudin, 'black pudding', which is prob. of imita-

tive origin. For the change of F. 6 to ;j in English

cp. purse. The alteration of F. -in to E. -ing is

due to change of suff. ; cp. E. cony, fr. ME.
coning, fr. OF. conin.

puddle, n., a small muddy pool. — ME. podel,

dimin. formed fr. OE. pudd, 'ditch', rel. to G.

pudeln, 'to splash in water', whence Pudel,

'poodle'. Cp. poodle.

Derivative: puddl-y, adj.

puddle, intr. v., to dabble in a puddle; tr. v., to

make muddy. — ME. podelen, fr. podel. See

puddle, n.

Derivatives: puddl-ed, adj., puddl-er, n., puddl-

ing, n.

pudency, n., modesty, bashfulness. — Late L. pu-

dentia, fr. L. pudens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

pudere, 'to be ashamed', which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. pudendum, pudic, impudent. Cp. also

repudiate. For the ending see suff. -ency.

pudendum, n. (usually in the pi. pudenda), the ex-

ternal organs of generation. — L., 'that which

one should be ashamed of, neut. of the gerun-

dive oipudere, 'to be ashamed'. See prec. word.

For other gerundives or their derivatives used in

English cp. agenda and words there referred

to.

Derivative: pudend-al, adj.

pudge, n., a short and thick person. — A var. of

podge.

Derivatives
:
/iM</g->', adj., /!«rfg-/-«eM, n.

pudic, adj., pudendal.— V.pudique, fr. h.pudicus,

'shamefaced, bashful', fr. pudere, 'to be a-

shamed'. See pudency.

pudicity, n., modesty. — MF. (= V.) pudicite, fr.

VL. *pudlcitdtem, ace. of 'pudicitds (corre-

sponding to L. pudicitia), 'shamefacedness,

modesty', fr. pudlcus. See pudic and -ity.

pueblo, n., an Indian village. — Sp., 'people; vil-

lage', fr. L. populus, 'people'. See people and cp.

popular, public.

puericulture, n., the art or science of training or

educating children. — Compounded of L. puer,

'boy', and cultHra, 'cultivation'. See next word
and culture.

puerile, adj., 1) childish; 2) immature. — F.

pueril, fr. L. puerilis, 'boyish', fr. puer, 'boy,

child', which is rel. to putus, 'boy', Oscan pu-
klum (ace.) 'boy', and cogn. with OI. putrdh,

'son, boy', potah, 'young animal', Avestic

pu&ra-, 'son, child', fr. I.-E. base *pu-, *p^u-,

*pou-, 'small, little, young'. See few and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see suff.

-Ue.

Derivatives: puerile-ly, adv., puerile-ness, n.

puerility, n., 1) childishness; 2) immaturity. — F.

puerilite, fr. L. puerilitdtem, ace. of puerllitds,

'childishness', fr. puerilis. See prec. word and

-ity.

puerperal, adj., pertaining to, or connected with,

childbirth. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

puerpera, 'a woman in labor', which stands for

*puero-para, fr.puer, 'boy, child', and par^re, 'to

beget, bear'. See puerile and parent.

Derivative : puerperal-ism, n.

puerperium, n., confinement during and after

childbirth. — L., 'childbirth', fr. puerpera. See

prec. word.

puff, tr. and intr. v. — ME. puffen, 'to blow', fr.

OE. pyffan, 'to blow with the mouth', of imita-

tive origin. Cp. ME. buffen, 'to strike'. It. buffo,

'blast of wind', buffetare, 'to pant, puff', and see

buff, 'a blow', buffoon. Cp. also pui&n.

Derivatives: puff, n., puff-ed, adj., puff-er, n.,

puff-ery, n., puff-ily, adv., puff-ing, adj. and n.,

puff-ing-ly, adv., puff-i-ness, n., puff-y, adj.

puffin, n., a sea bird.— Formed fr. puff; so called

in allusion to its blown-up appearance.

pug, n. , a breed ofdog;apug nose.— The eariiest

meaning was 'sprite'; prob. a var. of puck,

'mischievous spirit'.

Derivatives: pugg-ed, adj., pugg-ish, adj.

pug, tr. v., to mix clay. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: pug, n., pugged clay, pugg-er, n.,

pugg-ing, n.

pug, n., the footprint of a wild beast (India). —
Hind, pag, fr. OI. padakah, 'foot', fr. pat, ace.

pddam, 'foot'. See foot.

Derivative: pug, tr. v., to trace by pugs.

pug, n. (slang) — Abbreviation of pugilist. 1
I
1

puggree, n., a veil worn over the hat to protect the

head from the sun. —' Hind, pagri, 'turban'.

pugh, interj. expressing contempt. — Imitative.

pugilism, n., boxing.— Formed with suff. -ism fr.

L. pugil, 'boxer', which is rel. to pUgnus, 'fist'.

See pugnacious.

pugilist, n., a boxer. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: pugilist-ic, pugilist-ic-al, adjs.,

pugilist-ic-al-ly, adv.

pugnacious, adj., given to fighting. — Formed
with suff. -ious fr. L. pUgnax, gen. pugndcis,

'fond of fighting, combative', fr. pUgnare, 'to

fight' (whence pugna, 'fight'), fr. pUgnus, 'fist',

which is cogn. with Gk. ttu?, 'with clenched flst',

TtuYfJ.:'!, 'flst, boxing', TtuK-nji;, 'boxer'. All these

words derive from I.-E. base *peug-, 'to stab'.

From a nasalized form of the same base comes
L. pungere, 'to pierce, prick'. See pungent and

cp. expugn, impugn, oppugn, repugnant, mex-
pugnable. Cp. also pugilism, pugilist, puneca,

pygmy.

Derivatives: pugnacious-ly, adv., pugnacious-

ness, n.

pugnacity, n. — L. pugnacitds, 'fondness for

fighting, combativeness', U.pQgndx, gfin.pHgnd-

cis. See prec. word and -ity.

puisne, adj., junior; of lower rank (law) — OF.
puisne (F. puine), 'younger', lit. 'bom after-

ward'. See puny.

puissance, n., power, might.— ME., puissaunce, fr.

MF. (= F.) puissance, fr. puissant. See next word

and -ce.

puissant, adj., powerful, mighty. — ME. puis-

saunt, fr. MF. (= F.) puissant, fr. VL. *possen-

tem, ace. of *possens, pres. part, of L. posse, 'to

be able'. Cp. L. potens, 'able, mighty, powerful',

prop. pres. part, ofposse, and see potent. For the

ending see suff. -ant.

Derivatives: puissant-ly, adv., puissant-ness, n.

puja, n., honorable reception.— OI. pajd, 'honor,

esteem, worship', prob. of Dravidian origin.

puka, n., a New Zealand tree.

pukatea, n., a New Zealand forest tree.— Maori.

pukateine, also pukatein, n., an alkaloid found in

the bark of the pukatea (chem.) — Formed fr.

pukatea with chem. suff. -ine, resp. -in.

puke, intr. v., to vomit. — Prob. for *spuke, and

rel. to G. spucken, 'to spit', which is a freq. of

speien. See spew.

Derivative : puke, n.

pukka, n. — See pucka.

pulchritude, n., beauty. — ME. pulcritude, fr. L.

pulchritudo, fr. pulcher, 'beautiful', which is of

uncertain origin. It stands perh. for *polkros,

earlier *pelkros, dissimilated form fr. *perkros,

fr. I.-E. base *perk-, 'motley, variegated'. See

perch, 'name of a fish', and -tude.

pulchritudtaous, adj., beautiful. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. pulchritudo, gen. pulchritudinis.

See prec. word.

pule, intr. v., to whine. — Of imitative origin.

pulegone, n., the principal constituent of penny-

royal oil. — ModL. pulegium in Mentha pule-

gium, 'pennyroyal', fr. L. pHleium, pulegium,

'pennyroyal', which is of uncertain origin. For

the ending see suff. -one.

Pulex, n., the genus of fleas (zool.) — L. pHlex,

gen. pulicis, 'flea', cogn. with OI. plu^ih, Gk.
4(ijXXa, OSlav. blUcha, Lith. blusd. Arm. lu (for

*pluso-), 'flea'. Himg. bolha, 'flea', is a Slavonic

loan word. Cp. Psylla, puce.

pulicat, puUcate, n., a bandanna (India). —
Named after Pulicat, a town on the Madras
coast.

pulicene, adj., pertaining to, or full of, fleas. —
Formed with suff. -ene fr. L. pHlex, gen. pulicis,

'flea'. See Pulex.

pulicid, n., a flea of the family Pulicidae. — See

next word.

Pulicidae, n. pi., a family offleas (zool.)— ModL.,
formed with suff. -idae fr. L. pHlex, gen. pulicis,

'flea'. See Pulex.

pull, tr. and intr. v.— ME. pullen, fr. OE. pullian,

'to pluck, twitch', of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: pull, n., pull-ed, adj., pull-er, n.

pulldoo, n., the coot. — Fr. F. poule d'eau, lit.

'water hen'. See pullet and Eau de Cologne.

pullet, n. — ME. pulett, fr. MF. (= F.) poulet,

dimin. of poule, 'fowl', fr. WL. pulla, 'hen', fem.

ofpullus, 'young animal; chicken'. Ste foal and

-et and cp. polecat, poltroon, pony, pool (in

gambhng), poult, poulter, poultry, pucelle, pul-

lulate.

pulley, n. — ME. polie, fr. OF. polie (F. poulie),

fr. Late Gk. *7ToXi8iov, dimin. of Gk. titoXoi;,

'pivot'. Cp. It. puleggia, Sp. polea, 'pulley', and

see pole, 'extremity'.

Derivative: pulley, tr. v.

Pullman car, also Pullman, n., a sleeping car on a

passenger train. — So called after its designer,

George M. Pullman (1831-97), an American in-

ventor.

pullulate, intr. v., 1) to germinate; to bud; 2) to

teem. — L. pulluldtus, pp. of pulluldre, 'to put

forth, sprout', fr. pullulus, dimin. of pullus,

'young animal'. See pullet and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: puUulat-ion, n., pullulat-ive, ndj.,

pullulat-ive-ly, adv.

pulmo-, pulmoni-, pulmon-, combining forms

meaning 'lung'. — Fr. L. pulmo, gen. -onis,

'lung'. See pulmonary.

pulmometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

breathing capacity of the lungs. — A hybrid

coined fr. pulmo- and Gk. (x^-rpov, 'measure'.

See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

pulmometry, n., determination of the breathing

capacity of the lungs. — A hybrid coined fr.

pulmo- and Gk. -|ji.£Tpi5, 'a measuring of. See

-metry.

pulmonary, adj., pertaining to the lungs. — L.

pulmondrius, fr. pulmo, gen. -onis, 'lung', which

is cogn. with Gk. TrXeuficov 'lung' (for the col-

lateral form Ttveufiojv see pneumo-), OSlav.

plusta, pljusta (pi.), OPruss. plauti (pi.), Lith.



Pulmonate
puni-Luai

plauciai (pi.), hett. plausi (pi.), 'lungs', prob. also

with OI. kloman- (if dissimilated fr. *pl6man-),

'the right lung'. All these words derive from

I.-E. base *pleu-, 'to swim, float', for which see

flow and pluvial. Pulmones, etc., orig. meant 'the

floating (parts)'. They were so called because,

when after the slaughtering of an animal, its

lungs are thrown into a vessel with water, they

(unlike the heart and the liver) remain floating

on the surface. See E. L. Liden, Armenische Stu-

dien, Goteborg, 1906, p. 115. For sense develop-

ment cp. E. lung and lights.

Pulmonate, n. pi., an order of gastropod mollusks

(zool.) — ModL., lit. 'having lungs'. See next

word.

pulmonate, adj., 1) having lungs; 2) pertaining to

the Pulmonata; n., one of the Pulmonata. —
ModL. pulmonatus, 'having lungs', fr. L. pulmo,

gen. -onis. See pulmonary and adj. suflf. -ate.

pulmonic, adj., pertaining to the lungs. — F. pul-

monique, fr. L. pulmo, gen. -onis. See pulmonary

and -ic.

Derivative : pulmonic, n.

Pulmonifera, n. pi., 1) the same as Pulmonata; 2)

a group of snails (zool.) — ModL., lit. 'bearing

lungs', fr. L. pulmo, gen. -onis (see pulmo-), and

the stem oiferd,ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See -fer.

pulmonitis, n., inflammation of the lungs (jned.)

— A Medical L. hybrid formed fr. I., pulmo, gen.

-onis (see pulmo-), with -ids, a suflf. of Greek

origin.

pulmotor, n., trade name for an apparatus serving

for artificial respiration. — Shortened for pul-

mo-motor (see haplology).

pulp, n. — F. pulpe, fr. L. pulpa, 'fleshy part of a

fruit, pulp, pith', which stands for *pelpa, and is

rel. to pulmentum (for *pelp-men-tom), 'any

food prepared from pulp', and to Umbr. pelm-

ner (gen.), 'of pulp'.

Derivatives: pulp, tr. and intr. v., pulp-al, adj.,

pulp-er, n., pulpi-fy, tr. v., pulpi-fi-er, n., pulp-

less, adj., pulp-y, adj., pulp-i-ness, n.

pulpit, n. — ME., fr. Late L. pulpitum, 'scaffold,

platform' (whence also MHG. pulpit, G. Pult,

'desk'), which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives; pulpit, tr. and intr. v., pulpit-al,

adj., pulpit-arian, adj., and n., pulpit-eer, n.,

pulpit-er, n.

pulpitis, n., inflammation of the pulp of a tooth

{med.) — A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L.

pulpa (see pulp) and -itis, a suflf. of Greek origin.

The correct form is endodontitis (q.v.)

pulpous, adj., pulpy. — L. pulposus, fr. pulpa. See

pulp and -ous.

Derivative: pulpous-ness, n.

pulque, n., a Mexican drink made from the fer-

mented juice of the agave. — Sp., from a Mexi-

can Indian language.

pulsate, intr. and tr. v., to beat, throb; to vibrate.

L. pulsdtus, pp. of pulsare, 'to push, beat,

strike', freq. of pello, pellere (pp. pulsus), 'to

beat, strike". Sec pulse and verbal su6f. -ate.

Derivatives: pulsat-ile, adj., pulsation (q.v.),

pulsator (q.v.), pulsat-ory, adj.

pulsation, n. — F. pulsation, fr. L. pulsationem,

ace. of pulsatio, 'a beating or striking', fr. pul-

satus, pp. of pulsare. See prec. word and -ion.

pulsator, n., beater; pulsating part of a machine.

— L., formed fr. pulsdtus, pp. of pulsare. See

pulsate and -ator.

pulse, n., throb; rhythmical beating of the heart

and the arteries. — ME. pous, fr. OF. pous (F.

pouts), fr. L. pulsus, 'beating', pulsus vendrum,

'beating of the blood in the veins, pulse', fr.

pulsus, pp. of pellere, 'to beat, strike, knock,

push, drive', which prob. derives fr. I.-E. base

*pel-, 'to shake, swing', whence also Gk. naX-

XEtv, 'to wield, brandish, swing; to quiver',

TteXEjiii^eiv, 'to shake, cause to tremble', jrdXs-

[jio?, 'war'. See polemic and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also appeal, compel, compulsion,

dispel, expel, expulsion, impel, impulse, inter-

pellate, peal, propel, propulsion, pulsate, pursy,

'stout', push, repeal, repel, repulse, repulsion. Cp.

also Apollo.

Derivatives : pulse, n., pulse-less, adj., pulse-less-

ness, n.

pulse, intr. v., to throb. — L. pulsare, fr. pulsus.

See prec. word.

pulse, n., seeds ofleguminous plants.— ME. puts,

fr. OF. pots, pous, fr. L. puis, gen. pultis, 'pot-

tage, porridge', fr. Gk. tioXtoi;, 'porridge'. See

pollen and cp. poultice, puchero.

pulsimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

force or rate of pulse. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

pulsus, 'beating; pulse', and Gk. ^eTpov, 'meas-

ure'. See pulse, 'throb', and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

pulsometer, n., a pump for raising water by steam

without using pistons. — A hybrid coined from

the same elements as pulsimeter (q.v.)

pultaceous, adj., pulpy. — Formed with suff'.

-aceous fr. L. puts, gen. pultis, 'pottage.'. See

pulse, 'seeds'.

pulton, pultun, n., a native infantry regiment in

India. — Hind, paltan, fr. E. battalion; prob.

influenced in form by E. platoon.

pulverize, tr. v., to reduce to dust; intr. v., to be

reduced to dust. — MF. (= F.) pulveriser, fr.

Late L. pulverizdre, fr. L. puhis, gen. -eris, 'dust'.

See pollen and cp. powder.

Derivatives: putveriz-able, adj., puheriz-ation,

n., pulveriz-er, n.

pulverulence, n., the state of being covered with

dust. — Formed from next word with suflf. -ce.

pulverulent, adj., covered with dust.— L. pulveru-

lentus, 'full of dust', fr. pulvis, gen. -eris. See

pulverize and -lent.

Derivative : pulverulent-ly, adv.

pulvillus, n., the pad between the claws on an in-

sect's foot (zool.) — L., 'a little cushion', con-

traction of pulvlnulus, dimin. of puhinus. See

pnlvimis.

pulvinar, adj., resembling a pulvinus. — L. puhi-

ndris, 'pertaining to a cushion', fr. pulvinus. See

pulvinus and adj. suflf. -ar.

pulvinate, pulvinated, adj., cushion-shaped. — L.

pulvindtus, fr. pulvinus, 'cushion' . See next word

and adj. suflf. -ate, resp. also -ed.

Derivatives: pulvinate-ly, adv., pulvinat-ion, n.

pulvinus, n., the cushionlike base of a petiole (bot.)

— L. pulvinus, 'cushion, pillow, elevation', of

uncertain origin. Cp. pulvinar, pulvinate, pulvil-

lus. Cp. also pillow.

pulwar, n., a kind of light river boat used in

Bengal (India). — Hind, palwdr.

puma, n., the cougar. — Sp., fr. Quechua.

pumice, n., porous volcanic rock used as an abra-

sive. — ME. pomis, fr. OF. pomis (also ponce,

whence F. ponce), fr. Late L. pdmicem, ace. of

pomex, prop, a dialectal (prob. Oscan) form of

L. pUmex, 'pumice stone', which is rel. to spHma,

'foam' ; see foam and cp. pounce, 'a fine powder',

spume, it. pomice, Sp.pomez, Poil. pomes, 'pum-

ice stone', also derive fr. Late L. pdmicem. E.

pumice has been assimilated in form to Latin

pUmicem.

Derivatives: pumice, tr. v., pumic-ed, adj.,

pumic-er, n.

pumiceous, adj., of the nature of, or resembling,

pumice. — L. pUmiceus, 'of pumice stone', fr.

pumex, gen. pumicis. See prec. word and -ous.

pummel, n. and v. — A var. of pommel.

pump, n., a device for raising water. — ME.
pompe, pumpe, fr. MDu. pompe, fr. Sp.-Port.

bomha, 'pump', which is of imitative origin. Cp.

pompier.

Derivatives : pump, tr. and intr. v., pump-er, n.

pump, n., a kind of low shoe. — Prob. meaning

orig. 'a shoe used for pomp', fr. LG. pump,

'pomp', fr. h.pompa; see pomp. For sense devel-

opment cp. G. Pumphose, 'knickerbocker', orig.

'trousers worn on festive occasions'.

pumpernickel, n., Westphalian dark rye bread. —
G., orig. an abusive word compounded ofpum-
pern, 'to break wind' and Nickel, 'bumpkin',

prop, a shortened form of the PN. Nicolas. See

Nicholas and cp. nickel.

pumpkin, n. — Fr. earlier pompion, pumpion, fr.

MF. pompon, fr. L. pepdnem, ace. ofpepd, 'mel-

on, pumpkin', fr. Gk. ttetkov, 'melon', prop,

'cooked by the sun, ripe', from the stem of

7r£7TT£iv, 'to cook" (see peptic and cook) ; so call-

ed because it is not eaten until it is quite ripe.

pun, n., a play upon words. — Prob. shortened

fr. It. puntiglio, 'a fine point', dimin. of L. piinc-

tum, 'point'; see point, n., and cp. punctilio. For

sense development cp. F. pointe, 'conceit, witty

phrase, quip', and pointe d'une epigramme, E.

point of an epigram.

Derivatives: pun, intr. and tr. v., punn-er, n.,

pun-ter, n.

puna, n., a desert region. — Sp., fr. Quechua.

punch, n., a tool. — Shortened fr. puncheon.

Derivatives: punch, v. (q.v.), punch-y, adj.,

punck-i-ness, n.

punch, tr. v., to perforate. — Either derived fr.

punch, 'a tool', or a collateral form of pounce,

'to emboss'.

Derivatives: punch-able, adj., punch-ed, adj.,

punch-er, n., punch-ing, n.

punch, n., a short, thick -set person; anything

short and thick.— Prob. fr. the PN. Punch (q.v.)

punch, n., a beverage. — Hind, punch, fr. OI.

pdnca, 'five', which is cogn. with Gk. tievte, L.

quinque, Goth, fimf, OE. flf (see five and cp.

Panchatantra, panchayat); so called because

orig. the punch was composed of five ingre-

dients.

punch, tr. v., to strike, to thrust. — Prob. a col-

lateral form of pounce, 'to swoop down, to at-

tack', and influenced in form by the verb punish.

Derivative: punch, n., a thrust.

Punch, n., the hero of the puppet show Punch and

Judy. — Abbreviation of Punchinello.

puncheon, n., a stamp or die. — ME. ponchon,

ponson, punson, 'pointed tool', fr. OF. poinchon,

poinQon, ponQon (F. poinQon), 'awl, bodkin', fr.

L. pUnctidnem, ace. ofpQnctio, 'a pricking, pierc-

ing', used in the concrete sense of 'a piercing or

perforating instrument'. L. pUnctid is formed fr.

pdnctus, pp. of pungere, 'to prick, pierce'. See

point, v., and cp. punch, 'a tool'. Cp. also pounce^

'claw of a hawk', pounce, 'to emboss'.

puncheon, n., a large cask. — ME. poncion, fr.

OF. poinchon, poingon, ponfon, 'wine vessel'. It

is probable that the original meaning of the

OF. word was 'a perforated vessel', and that,

accordingly, puncheon, 'cask', and puncheon,

'die, stamp', are of the same origin.

Punchinello, n., 1) the prototype of Punch; 2) a

buffoon. — Corruption of Polichinetio, fr. Nea-

politan Polecenella, corresponding to literary It.

Pulcinella, dimin. ofpulcina, 'chicken', fr. L. pul-

licena, pullicina, fem. ofpullicenus, pullicinus, 'a

young bird, chicken', fr. pullus, 'a young animal,

young bird'. See pullet and cp. Punch, punch, 'a

short person', Polichinelle.

punctate, adj., dotted.— MedL. /)««c/arHj, pp. of

punctare, 'to mark by points', freq. of h. pungere,

pp. pOnctus, 'to pierce'. See pungent and cp.

punctum. For the ending see adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative
:
/"Hnc/af-ei/, adj.

punctation, n., the action of making punctate. —
Formed with suff. -ion fr. MedL. pSnctdtus, pp.

of pUnctdre. See prec. word.

punctilio, n., 1) a nice point in behavior; 2) exact

observance of formalities. — Fr. It. puntiglio or

Sp. puntillo, diminutives formed fr. L. pUnctum,

'point'. See point, n., and cp. pun. The spelling

punctilio shows the influence of L. pUnctum.

punctilious, adj., attentive to punctilios.— Form-
ed fr. prec. word on analogy of It. puntiglioso,

Sp. puntilloso, F. pointilleux. For the ending see

-ous.

Derivatives: punctilious-ly, adv., punctilious-

ness, n.

punctual, adj., 1) of, or pertaining to, a point; 2)
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on time; prompt.— ML. punctualis, fr. L. punc-

tum, 'point'. See punctum and adj. sutf. -al.

Derivatives: punctual-ist, n., punctual-ity, n.,

punctual-ly, adv., punctual-ness, n.

punctuate, tr. v., to mark with points; to insert

punctuation marks in; intr. v., to use punctua-

tion marks.— Mh. punctudtus, pp. ofpunctudre,

'to mark by points', fr. L. punctus, pp. of pun-

gere, 'to pierce'. See pungent and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: punctuation (q.v.), punctuat-ive,

ad]., punctuat-or, n.

punctuation, n. — ML. punctudtio, gen. -onis, fr.

punctudtus, pp. ofpiinctudre. See prec. word and

-ion.

Derivative: punctuation-al, adj.

punctule, n., a small point. — Late L. punctulum,

dimin. oil.. punctum, 'point'. See punctum and

-ule.

punctum, n., a point (anat., zool., hot.) — L.

punctum, prop. neut. pp. ofpungere, 'to pierce',

used as a noun. See pungent and cp. point, n.

puncture, n., the act of pricking, perforation. —
L. punctura, 'a pricking', fr. punctus, pp. ofpun-

gere. See pungent and -ure and cp. acupuncture.

Derivatives: puncture, tr. and intr. v., punctur-

ation, n., punctur-ed, adj., punctur-er, n.

pundit, n., a learned man. — Hind, pandit, fr. OI.

panditdfi, 'learned, wise; learned man', which is

of uncertain origin. Cp. pandit, Pandy.

Derivatives :/>Mnrf(M'c, ad'}., pundit-ic-al-ly, adv.,

pundit-ry, n.

puneca, n., name of a fish {Dormitator maculatus).

— Amer. Sp. puneca, fr. Sp. puiio, 'fist', fr. L.

pugnus, 'fist'. See pugnacious,

pungency, n. — Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.

pungent, adj., sharp, piercing. — L. pungens, gen.

-entis, pres. part. oC pungere, 'to pierce, sting,

bite', from a nasalized formof L-E. base *peug-,

'to stick, stab', whence L. pugnus, 'fist'. See

pugnacious and cp. poignant, which is a doublet

of pungent. Cp. also appoint, disappoint, com-

punction, counterpane, embonpoint, expugn, ex-

punction, expunge, impugn, inexpugnable, inter-

punction, oppugn, point, n. and v., poniard, pun,

puncheon, 'a die or stamp', puncheon, 'a large

cask', punctate, punctation, punctilio, punction,

punctual, punctum, puncture, puneca, punt, 'to

gamble', punty, spontoon.

Dematiye: pungent-ly, adv.

Punic, adj., pertaining to Carthage or the Car-

thaginians. — L. Punicus, also Poenicus, formed

fr. Poenus, 'a Carthaginian', fr. Gk. <I>oivi5,

'Phoenician', on the analogy of Gallicus, 'Gallic'

(fr. Gallus, 'a Gaul'). See Phoenicia and adj. suff.

-ic and cp. next word.

Derivative: Punic, a.., the Punic language.

puniceous, adj., purple red. — L. puniceus, fr. Pii-

nicus, 'Punic'. See prec. word and -eous. For

sense development see Phoenician,

punish, tr. and intr. v.— ME. punisshen, fr. MP.

(= F.) puniss; pres. part, stem of punir, 'to

punish', fr. OF. punir, fr. L. punire, 'to punish',

fr. archaic poenlre, fr. poena, 'penalty, punish-

ment'. See penal and cp. words there referred to.

For the ending see verbal suff. -ish. For the

change of L. oe to « cp. Punicus, fr. Poenus (see

Punic), munire, 'to build a wall', fr. earlier moe-

nlre, fr. moenia, 'wall'.

Derivatives: punish-able, adj., punish-abil-ity,

n., punish-er, n., punishment (q.v.)

punishment, n. — ME. punisshement, fr. MP. pu-

nissement, fr. punir, fr. OF. See prec. word and

-ment.

punition, n., punishment. — ME. punicion, fr.

MF. (= F.) punition, fr. L. punitionem, ace. of

punitid, 'punishment', (r. punltus, pp. oT punire.

See punish and -ition.

punitive, adj., inflicting punishment. — F. punitif

(fem. punitive), fr. ML. punitlvus, fr. L. punitus,

pp. o( punire. See punish and -ive.

Derivatives: punitive-ly, adv., punitive-ness, n.

punitory, adj.— Formed with adj. suflf. -ory fr. L.

punitus, pp. o{ pUnire. See punish,

punk, n., decayed wood, touchwood. — Prob. fr.

Algonquian punk, ponk, 'live ashes'.

punk, n., 1) a prostitute {obsoL); 2) a young

gangster (slang). — Of uncertain origin.

punka, punkah, n., a large curtain serving to fan a

room. — Hind, pankhd, 'a fan', fr. pankh,

'feather, wing', fr. OL pakfdh, pdkfas, 'wing,

side, half, which is possibly cogn. with Lett.

paksis, 'corner of a house', Russ. pack, 'flank'.

punner, n., a rammer. — Formed fr. dial pun, 'to

pound, beat', with agential suff. -er.

punnet, n., a small round chip basket. — Of un-

known origin.

punt, n., a long, narrow, flat-bottomed river boat.

ME. *punt, fr. OP. punt, fr. L.pontd,pontdnis,

'a kind of Gallic barge, punt', fr. pons, gen.

pontis, 'bridge'. See pons and cp. pontoon.

Derivatives: punt, tr. v., to propel with a pole;

to carry in a punt; intr. v., to go in a punt, punt-

er, n., punt-ist, n.

punt, n., a point in some games of chance. — F.

ponte, fr. Sp. punto, 'point; point on dice or

cards', fr. L. punctum, 'point'. See point, n.

punt, intr. v., to bet against the banker. — F.

ponter, fr. ponte. See prec. word.

Derivative: punt-er, n.

punt, tr. v., to kick (the ball dropped from the

hands) before it touches the ground; intr. v., to

punt a ball. — Of unknown origin.

Derivatives: punt, n., the act of punting a ball,

punt-er, n.

punty, n., an iron rod used for manipulating

glass. — F. pontil, a dimin. formed fr. L. piinc-

tum, 'point'. See point, n.

puny, adj., 1) {obsol.) puisne; 2) weakly. — F.

puine, fr. MF. puisne, 'bom afterward', fr. OF.

puisne, fr. puis, 'after", and ne, 'born'. OF. (= F.)

puis derives fr. L. posted, 'afterward', which is

compounded of post, 'after' (see post-) and ea.
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'there' (prop. abl. of ea, 'she', fem. of is, 'he'

;

see idem). OF. ne (F. ne) derives fr. L. ndtus,

pp. oi ndscor, ndscl, 'to be born'; see natal. Cp.

puisne, which is a doublet oi puny.

pup, n., puppy. — Abbreviation of puppy.

Derivative: pup, intr. v., to bring forth young
(said of a bitch).

pupa, n., the form of insects between the stages of

larva and imago (entomol.) — L. pSpa, 'girl;

doll, puppet', fem. ofpiipus, 'boy, child', rel. to

puer, 'boy, child'. See puerile and cp. pupil,

puppet, puppy.

Derivatives: pup-al, adj., pup-ate, intr. v., pup-

ation, n.

pupil, n., a child or young person in school, a

scholar; 2) {law) a minor under the care of a

guardian. — ME. pupille, fr. MF. (= F.)pupille,

masc, fr. L. pUpillus, 'orphan, ward', lit. 'little

boy', dimin. of pdpus. See pupa and cp. next

word.

Derivatives: pupil(l)-age, n., pupil{l)-ar, adj.,

pupil{l)-ize, intr. v., pupillary (q.v.)

pupil, n., opening in the iris of the eye. — ME.
pupille, 'pupil of the eye', fr. MF. (= E.) pupille,

fem., fr. L. pUpilla, prop, 'a little girl', dimin. of

papa; see pupa and cp. preceding word. In its

anatomical sense, papilla is a loan translation of

Gk. JtopT), 'girl; pupil of the eye'. The pupil of

the eye was so called from the little images

('puppets'), which appear in it. Cp. Plato, Alci-

biades, 1, 133a.

Derivative: pupil(l)-ate, adj..

pupillary, adj., pertaining to a pupil or scholar.—
L. papillaris, 'pertaining to a ward, pupillary',

fr. papillus, papilla, 'orphan, ward'. See pupil,

'scholar', and adj. suff. -ary.

pupillary, adj., pertaining to the pupil of the eye.

— Fr. L. pUpilla, 'pupil of the eye'. See pupil,

'opening in the iris of the eye', and adj. suff. -ary.

pupiparous, adj., giving birth to a fully developed

larva {entomol.)— Compounded of L. pupa (see

pupa) and -parous,

puppet, n. — ME. popet, fr. OF. poupette, 'pup-

pet', dimin. ofpoupe (whence F.poupee), fr. VL.
puppa, fr. L. papa, 'girl; doll, puppet'. See pupa

and -et and cp. puppy.

Derivatives: puppet-eer, n., puppet-ism, n.,

puppet-ize, tr. v., puppet-ry, n.

Puppy> n., 1) a young dog; 2) a conceited young
man. — ME. popi, fr. MF. poupee, popee (F.

poupee), 'doll', fr. VL. puppa, fr. L. papa, 'girl

;

doll, puppet'. See puppet and cp. pup.

Derivatives: puppy, intr. v., puppy-dom, n.,

puppy-hood, n., puppy-ism, n., puppy-ish, adj.

pur-, pref. — AF. and E. correspondent of OF.
por-, pur- (F. pour-), 'for', fr. VL. por-, fr. L. pro,

'before, for'. See 1st pro- and cp. purchase,

purlieu, purport, purpresture.

Purana, n., ancient Sanskrit writings of a legend-

ary character.— OL purdndfi, lit. 'ancient, form-

er', whence 'things of old, ancient history, leg-

end', fr. purd, 'formerly, before', which is rel.

to Avestic pard, 'before', and cogn. with Gk.
Tiapo?, 'before', TCpo, 'before', Goth, faiira, OE.
fore, 'before'. See fore, adv., and cp. 1st and 2nd

pro-.

purblind, adj., 1) (archaic) wholly blind; 2) partly

blind. — Fr. earlier pure-blind, 'completely

blind', a hybrid coined fr. pure (fr. F. pur, fr. L.

purus), and blind (fr. OE. blind).

Derivatives: purblind-ly, adv., purblind-ness, n.

purchase, n. — ME. purchas, porchas, fr. OF.
porchas, purchas, from the verb purchacier, por-

chacier. See purchase, v.

purchase, tr. v. — ME. purchasen, porchacen, fr.

OF. porchacier, purchacier (F. pourchasser), 'to

pursue eagerly', fr. por-, pur- (see pur-) and cha-

cier, 'to hunt, chase'. See chase, v.

Derivatives: purchase, n. (q.v.), purchas-able,

adj., purchas-abil-ity, n.

purchaser, n. — ME. purchasour, fr. AF., fr. OF.,

porchacier, purchacier. See prec. word and agen-

tial suff. -or.

purdah, n., curtain guarding women from public

view in India. — Hind, and Pers. pardah, 'veil'.

pure, adj.— ME. pur, pure, fr. OF. (= E.) pur, fr.

L. parus, 'pure, clean', which is rel. to putus,.

'clear, pure',putdre, 'to cleanse, clean', and cogn.

with OI. pdvate, pundti, 'purifies, cleanses',

putdh, 'pure', putih, 'purification', pavitdr-, 'pu-

rifier', Mir. ar, 'fresh, new', OHG. fowen, 'to

sift'. See putative and cp. purblind, puree, pur-

gatory, purge, purify, depurate, expurgate. Cp.

also pious and words there referred to.

Derivatives: pure, adv., pure-, pref. meaning
'purely', pure-ness, n.

puree, n., mash, thick soup. — F., fr. purer, 'to

strain, pass through a sieve', fr. L. pardre, 'to

purify', fr. purus. See prec. word.

purfle, tr. v., to decorate with a border of em-
broidery. —• ME. purfilen, fr. OF. porfiler, pur-

filer, fr. VL. *pr6fildre, fr. 1st pro- and L.filum,

'thread'. See file, 'collection of papers', and cp.

profile.

Derivatives: purfl-ed, adj., purfl-er, n., purfl-ing,

n., purfl-y, adj.

purgation, n., the act of purging. — ME. purga-

cioun, fr. OF. purgacion (F. purgation), fr. L.

pHrgdtidnem, ace. ofpargdtid, 'a cleansing, puri-

fying', fr. purgdtus, pp. ofpurgdre. See purge and
-ation.

purgative, adj., tending to purge.— ME. purgatif,

fr. MF. (= F.) purgatif ({cm. purgative), fr. L.

pargdtivus, fr. pdrgdtus, pp. of purgdre. See

purge and -ive and cp. compurgation.

Derivative : purgative, n.

purgatory, n. — ME., fr. ML. pdrgatdrium, prop,

neut. of the Late L. adj. purgdtdrius, 'cleansing,

purging', fr. L. purgdtus, pp. of purgdre. See

purge and subst. suff. -ory.

Derivative: />H/-yaror(-a/, adj.

purge, tr. and intr. v. — ME. purgen, fr. OF. pur-

gier, purger (F. purger), fr. L. purgdre, 'to

cleanse, purify', fr. OL. purigdre, which is com-
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pounded of purus, 'pure', and agere, 'to set in

motion, drive, lead'. See agent, adj., and cp.

spurge, expurgate. Cp. also the second element

in litigate, navigate.

Derivatives :/)«/-ge, a.,purg-er, n.,purg-ing, adj.

and n.

purification, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. L. purificatio-

nem, ace. of purificdtio, fr. pitrificdtus, pp. of

purificare. See purify and -ion.

purificatory, adj. — Late L. purificdtorius, 'tend-

ing to purify', fr. L. piirificdtus, pp. ofpurificare.

See next word and adj. sufT. -cry.

purify, tr. v., to make pure; to cleanse. — ME.

purifien, fr. OF. (= F.) purifier, fr. L. purificare,

'to make pure, purify', which is compounded of

purus, 'pure', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make'.

See pure and -fy.

Derivative: purifi-er, n.

Purim, n., name of the Jewish festival occurring

on the 14th of the Jewish month Adar. — Heb.

pHrim, 'lots', pi. otpUr; which is identified (in the

Book of Esther 3 : 7, and 9 : 24) with haggdrdl,

'the lot'; perh. a loan word fr. Akkad. piiru,

bUru, 'stone, urn', which itself is prob. a loan

word fr. Sumeric bur.

purine, purin, n., a white crystalline compound

ichem.) — Coined by the German chemist Emil

Fischer (1852-1919) from the abbreviation of L.

purum, neut. oTpHrus, 'clean, pure', ML. uricum,

'uric acid', and chem. suff. -ine, -in. See pure and

uric.

purism, n., strict adherence to purity in language.

— F. purisme, fr. pur, fr. L. purus. See pure and

-ism.

purist, n., a strict adherent of purity in language.

— F. puriste, fr. pur. See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: purist-ic, purist-ic-al, adjs.

Puritan, n. — Lit. 'a purifier', formed with suff.

-an fr. Late L. pitritds. See next word.

Derivatives: puritan-ic, puritan-ic-al, adjs., pu-

ritan-ic-al-ly, adv., purilan-ic-al-ness, n., Puri-

tan-ism, n., Puritan-ize, intr. and tr. v., Puritan-

iz-er, n.

purity, n. — ME. purete, fr. OF. purte, purete (F.

purete), fr. Late L. pQrildtem, ace. of pitritds,

'cleanness, purity', fr. L.piirus. See pure and -ity.

purl, n., a twisted thread of gold or silver used for

embroidering; inversion of stitches in knitting;

tr. and intr. v., to embroider with a thread of

gold or silver; to invert stitches in knitting. —
Fr. earlier pyrle, prob. fr. It. pirolare, 'to twirl',

fr. pirolo, 'a top'. See pirouette.

purl, intr. v., to flow with a murmuring sound;

n., a murmuring sound — Prob. of imitative

origin. Cp. Norw. purla, 'to gush out'.

purl, n., a drink of hot beer. — Perh. another

spelling of pearl, used in the sense of 'bubble'.

Cp. F. perle, 'pearled', pp. of perler, 'to pearl,

form in pearls', sucre perle, 'boiled sugar resem-

bling pearls'.

purl, intr. v., to throw, spill (said of a horse); tr.

v., to cause to purl. — Another spelling of ar-

chaic pirl, 'to spin, revolve'
;
prob. of imitative

origin. Cp. purl, 'to flow with a murmuring
sound'.

Derivative: purl-er, n., a throw, spill.

purlieu, n., part of a forest, separated from it after

the perambulation of its boundaries {Hist, of
Law). — ME. purlewe, fr. AF. puralee, 'peram-

bulation', fr. OF. puraler, 'to go through, per-

ambulate', fr. pur- (see pur-) and aler, 'to go'.

See alley. Purlieu was influenced in form by OF.
(= F.) lieu, 'place' (see lieu).

purlin, n., a timber resting on the principal rafter

and supporting the common rafters. — Of un-

certain origin.

purloin, tr. v., to filch. — ME. purloinen, fr. AF.
purloigner, fr. OF. porloignier, porloigner, 'to

prolong; to retard, delay', fr. Late L. prolon-

gdre, 'to lengthen, prolong'. See prolong,

purple, n. — ME. purpel, purpul, dissimilated fr.

purpre,purper, fr. OE.purpure, fr. L. purpura, fr.

Gk. 7rop9Upa, 'purple fish, purple dye, purple',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. porphyry, pur-

pure.

Derivatives: purple, adj. and tr. and intr. v.,

purpl-ish, adj. and n., purpl-ish-ness, n., purpl-y,

adj.

purport, n., bearing, tenor, meaning, intention,

import. — ME., fr. AF., fr. OP. purport, 'con-

tents, tenor', back formation fr. purporter, 'to

contain', fr. pur- (see pur-) and porter, 'to carry'.

See port, 'to carry'.

purport, tr. v., to convey the meaning or intention

of. — AF. purporter, fr. OF. See purport, n.

purpose, n.— ME. porpos, purpos, fr. OF. porpos,

purpos (F. propos), fr. porposer, purposer, 'to

propose'. See purpose, v.

purpose, intr. and tr. v. — ME. purposen, fr. OF.

porposer, purposer, 'to propose', collateral forms

of proposer. See propose, which is a doublet of

purpose.

Derivatives: purpos-ed, adj., purpose-ful, adj.,

purpose-ful-ly, adv. , purpose-ful-ness, n. ,purpose-

less, adj., purpose-less-ly, adv., purpose-less-

ness, n., purpose-ly, adv., purpos-ive, adj., pur-

pos-ive-ly, adv., purpos-ive-ness, n.

purpresture, n., appropriation of another's land

{law). — ME., fr. OF. p{o)urpresture, alteration

of p(o)urpresure, p(o)urprisure, fr. p(o)urprise,

prop. fem. pp. of p(o)urprendre, 'to take to the

detriment of another', fr. p(o)ur- (see pur-) and

prendre, fr. L. prendere, 'take'. See prehensile

and cp. prize, 'the act of seizing'. For the ending

see sutf. -ure.

purpura, n., a disease characterized by purple

patches on the skin (med.) — L., 'purple dye'.

See purple.

Derivative: purpur-ic, adj.

purpure, n., the color purple (heraldry). — ME.,

fr. OE. purpure. See purple,

purpureal, adj., purple. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. purpureas, 'purple-colored, purple', fr.

purpura. See purple.
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purpurin, purpurine, n., a crystalline compound
CjjHgOj (chem.) — Formed with chem. suff.

-in, resp. -ine, fr. L. purpura. See purple.

purr, intr. v. — Of imitative origin.

Derivatives : pwr/-, n., purr-er, n.

purree, n., a yellow pigment, from which Iruiian

yellow is obtained. — Hind, piufi, rel. to Ol.

pitab, 'yellow', which is of uncertain origin.

purse, n. — ME. purs, fr. OE. purs, lit. 'made

from leather', fr. Late L. bursa, 'leatherbag', fr.

Gk. pijpoa, 'hide'. See burse and cp. words there

referred to. For the change ofp to b cp. E. gos-

sip, fr. ME. gossib (see gossip and sib).

Derivatives: purse, tr. v., purs-ed, purse-ful,

adjs., purs-er, n.

purslane, n., name of a plant. — ME. purcelane,

purslane, fr. MF
.
porcelaine, pourcelaine, formed

—with change of suff.—fr. L. porcildca, a var.

of portuldca, 'purslane', which derives fr. por-

tula, 'a little door', dimin, ofporta, 'gate, door'

(see port, 'gate'); so called because its seed-case

is provided with a small covering serving as a

'door' for the seeds. Cp. Portulaca.

pursuance, n. — Formed fr. pursue with suff.

-ance.

pursuant, adj., carrying out, following ; according.

— ME., fr. MF. porsuiant, pres. part, of

porsuir. See pursue and cp. pursuivant.

pursue, tr. and intrv. v. — ME. pursuen, fr. AF.

pursuer, fr. OF. porsuir, a collateral from of

porsivre (F. poursuivre), fr. VL. prdsequere, for

L. prosequi, 'to follow, pursue'. See pur- and

sue and cp. prosecute.

Derivatives: pursu-able, adj., pursu-al, n., pur-

suance (q.v.), pursuant (q.v.), pursu-er, n.

pursuit, n. — ME., fr. AF. purseute, fr. OF. por-

suite (F. poursuite), prop. fem. pp. of porsuir.

See pursue.

pursuivant, n., 1) an officer ranking below a her-

ald; 2) a follower, attendant.— ME. pursevant,

fr. OF. porsuiant, porsivant (F. poursuivant),

pres. part, of porsuir, porsivre, 'to pursue'. See

pursue and cp. pursuant.

pursy, adj., stout, puffy. — ME. purseyf, fr. AF.

porsif (whence also earlier E. pursive), fr. OF.

polsif (F. poussif), fr. polser (F. pousser), 'to

push, to breathe with difficulty', fr. L. pulsdre,

'to push, beat, strike', freq. of pellere (pp. pul-

sus), 'to beat, strike, knock, push, drive'. See

pulse, 'throb', and cp. push.

Derivative : pursi-ness, n.

pursy, adj., pursed, wrinkled up, puckered. —
Formed with adj. suff. -y fr. purse, v. See purse.

purtenance, n., an appurtenance. — ME. pur-

tenaunce, lit. 'that which pertains (to some-

thing)', alter, (prob. due to thechange of suff.per-

to pur-) of MF. parlenance, pertinence. See pur-

and pertinence and cp. appurtenance.

puruience, purulency, n., quality of being puru-

lent. — Formed from next word with suff. -ce,

resp. -cy.

purulent, adj., consisting of, or resembling, pus.

— L. purulentus, 'festering, mattery', fr. pUs,

gen. puris, 'matter, pus'. See pus and -ulent.

Derivative: purulent-ly, adv.

purusha, n., the original man, the soul of universe

(Hinduism) — OI. piirusafi, 'man', of uncertain

origin.

purvey, tr. v., to supply (food or provisions);

intr. v., to make provision, prepare. — ME.
porveien, purveien, fr. AF. porveire, purveire, fr.

OF. porveeir, porveoir (F. pourvoir), 'to provide',

fr. L. providere. See provide. For the pref. see

pur-.

purveyance, n. — ME. porveance, purveiaunce, fr.

OF. porveance, purveance, fr. porveeir, porveoir.

See prec. word and -ance.

purveyor, n. — ME. purveour, fr. OF. porveor,

purveor. See purvey and agential suff. -or.

purview, n., 1) the body of an act or bill; 2) scope,

range.— AF. purveil, fr. OF. porveii (F. pourvu),

'provided', pp. of OF. porveier (F. pourvoir), 'to

provide' (see piu-vey, provide). AF. purveu oc-

curred esp. in the legal phrases purveu est, 'it is

provided', and purveu que, 'provided that',

whence the substantial use of E. purview in the

sense of 'proviso, provision'.

purwannah, n., an order; a royal letter or grant

(Anglo-Indian). — Hind, parwdnah, fr. Pers.

parwdnah, 'order'.

pus, n., yellowish matter produced by an infec-

tion. — L. pUs, 'viscous matter, pus', rel. to

pUtere, 'to stink, be rotten', puter, putridus,

'foul, rotten', fr. I.-E. base *pu; 'to rot, stink',

whence also OI. puyati, 'rots, stinks', putih,

'stinking, foul', Gk. Ttiiov, ttuov, 'discharge from

a sore; matter', tuu^eiv, 'to cause to rot', Goth.

fals, OE. fal, 'foul'. See foul, adj., and cp. words

there referred to.

Puseyism, n., another name for Oxford Tractar-

ianism, mostly used contemptuously.— Named
after one of the leaders, E. Bouverie Pusey

(1800-82). For the ending see suff. -ism.

Puseyite, n., a Tractarian. — See prec. word and

subst. suff. -ite.

push, tr. and intr. v. — ME. posshen, pusshen, fr.

OF. polser, poulser (F. pousser), earlier poulser,

fr. L. pulsdre, 'to push, beat, strike', freq. of

pellere (pp. pulsus), 'to beat, strike, knock,

push, drive'. See pulse, 'throb' and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also pousse-cafe, poussette,

repousse.

Derivatives : p«iA, n., push-able, ad').,push-er, n.,

push-ful, a.i]., push-ful-ly, adv., push-ful-ness, n.,

push-ing, adj. and n., push-ing-ly, adv., push-

ing-ness, n.

pusillanimity, n., cowardliness ; faintheartedness.

— ME. pusillanimite, fr. MF. (= F. pusitlani-

mite), fr. Eccles. L. pusillanimitdtem, ace. ofpu-

silUtnimitds, 'faintheartedness', fr. pusillanimis.

See next word and -ity.

pasiUanimous, adj., cowardly; fainthearted. —
Eccles. L. pusillanimis, 'fainthearted', fr. L.

pusillus, 'very small', and animus, 'mind'. The
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first element is a dimin. of OL. piisus, 'boy',

which is rel to L. puer, 'boy, child' ; see puerile.

For the second element see animus, for the

ending see -ous.

Derivatives: pusillanimous-ly, adv., pusillani-

mous-ness, n.

puss, n., a cat. — Imitative of the spitting of a

cat. — Cp. Du. poes, Norw. puse, Ir. and Gael.

pus. Alb. piso, Ruman. pisicd, Ta.milpusie,pusei,

'cat'.

pussy, n., a pet name for a cat. — Dimin. of puss.

For the ending see dimin sufF. -y.

pussyfoot, intr. v., to move stealthily. — The

proper meaning is 'to tread stealthily like a cat'.

See pussy and foot.

pustulant, adj., producing pustules. — Late L.

pustuldns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of pustuldre.

See next word and -ant.

pustulate, tr. v., to form into pustules; intr. v.,

to form pustules. — Late L. pustulatus, pp. of

pustulare, 'to blister, cause blisters', fr. L. pus-

tula. See pustule and verbal suff. -ate.

pustulate, adj., covered with pustules. — Late L.

pustulatus. See pustulate, v.

pustulation, n. — Late L. pustulatio, gen. -onis, 'a

breaking out into pustules', fr. pustulatus, pp. of

pustuldre. See pustulate, v., and -ion.

pustule, n. — ME., fr. Lpustula, 'blister, pimple,

pustule', from the I.-E. imitative base *pu-,

*phu-, 'to blow, swell', whence also OI. pupphu-

sdh, 'lung', phut-karoli, 'blows, shouts', Gk.

tpuaa, 'pair of bellows; breath, blast, wind,

bubble", cpGaav, 'to blow', Lith. puciit, pusti, 'to

blow, swell', Lith. pusle, Lett, puslis, 'bladder',

Lett, pusma, 'breath', OSlav. puchati, 'to blow',

O^.fjuk, 'snowstorm'. Cp, Physalia, Physeter,

emphysema. Cp. also prepuce. For the ending

see suff. -ule.

Derivative
:
/)ujfK/-ar, adj.

put, tr. and intr. v. — ME. puten, putten, fr. OE.

putian, a collateral form of potian, 'to push,

throw', rel. to MDu. pote, 'scion, plant', Du.

poten, 'to plant', Dan putte, 'to put', Icel. pota,

'to poke'. The original sense of all these words

was 'to push, thrust'. Cp. potter, 'to dawdle'.

Cp. also putt.

Derivatives: put, n., putt-er, n., putt-ing, verbal

n.

putamen, n., the hard stone of certain soft-fleshed

fruits, such as peach, plum, cherry (hot.) — L.

putdmen, gen. -inis, 'that which falls off in trim-

ming or pruning, clippings, waste; shell, peel',

fr. putdre, 'to trim, prune, lop, clean, cleanse'.

See putative. For the ending see suff. -men.

putaminous, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L.

putdmen, gen. -inis. See prec. word.

putanism, n., harlotry, prostitution. — F. puta-

nisme, fr. putain, 'harlot', fr. OF. pute, prop,

fem. of the adj. put, 'dirty, bad', orig. 'rotten,

foul', fr. L. putidus, fr. putere, 'to stink'. Cp.

OProven?. put, 'bad', and puta, putan, 'harlot',

and see mis and -ism. Cp. also putois.

putative, adj., presumed; reputed. — ME., fr.

Late L. putdtivus, fr. L. putdtus, pp. of putdre,

'to trim, prune, lop, clean, cleanse; to think

over, consider, reckon, count', which is prob.

rel. to puteus, 'well, pit' (lit. 'a hole cut'), and to

pavire, 'to beat, ram, tread down'. Cp. compute,

count, 'to reckon', deputy, dispute, impute, re-

pute. Cp. also pit, putamen, puteal, amputate.

Cp. also pave. Cp. also pure. For the ending of

putative see suff. -ive. For the sense develop-

ment of L. putdre cp. L. caedere, 'to cut, lop,

cut down', whence decldere, 'to cut off; to

decide'.

Derivative : putative-ly, adv.

puteal, n., a curb round the mouth of a well

(archit.)— L., fr. puteus, 'a well'. See prec. word

and adj. sufF. -al and cp. pit. Cp. also pozzolana.

putid, adj., rotten. — L. pHtidus, fr. putere, 'to

stink, be rotten'. See pus.

Derivatives: putoid-ly, adv., putid-ness, n.

putlog, n., a horizontal piece of timber in

scaffolding. — Prob. compounded of the verb

put and log, 'a heavy piece of wood".

Derivative : putlog, tr. v.

putois, n., a brush used in decorating pottery. —
F. putois, 'polecat', fr. OF. put, 'stinking, rot-

ten', fr. L. putere (see putanism); so called

because orig. made of polecat's hair.

Putorius, n., a subgenus of mammals of the mus-

teline family including the polecats (zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. pStor, 'a foul smell, stench', from

the stem of putere, 'to stink'. See pus and cp.

putois, putanism.

putrefacient, adj., putrefactive.— L. putrefaciens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of putrefacere. See putre-

factive and -ent.

putrefaction, n. — ME. putrefaccion, fr. L. putre-

factio, gen. -onis, fr. putrefactus, pp. of putre-

facere. See next word and -ion.

putrefactive, adj., putrefying. — MF. (= ,F.)

putrefactif {fem. putrefactive), fr. l^. putrefactus,

pp. of putrefacere, 'to make rotten", which is

compounded of putrere, 'to be rotten', and

facere, 'to make, do'. See putrid, fact and -ive.

putrefy, tr. v., to make rotten; intr. v., to become

rotten. — ME. putrefien, fr. MF. (= F.)putre'-

fier, fr. L. putrefacere. See prec. word and -fy.

Derivative: putrefi-er, n.

putrescence, also putrescency, n., state of being

putrescent. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

putrescent, adj., becoming putrid. — L. putre-

scens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of putrescere, 'to

become rotten, to molder, decay", inchoative of

putrere, 'to be rotten'. See putrid and -escent.

putrescible, adj., capable of becoming putrid. —
Formed with suflf. -ible fr. L. putrescere. See

prec. word.

Derivatives: putrescible, n., putrescibil-ity, n.

putrescine, n., a crystalline ptomaine found in pu-

trid animal food (biochem.) — Formed with

chem. suff. -Ine fr. L. putrescere. See putrescent.

pyjamas

putrid, adj., rotten, decayed. — L. putridus, fr.

putrere, 'to be rotten', fr. puter, 'rotten', fr.

pQtere, 'to be rotten', which is rel. to pus, gen.

piiris, 'pus, matter'. See pus and 1st suff. -id and
cp. putanism, putid, putois, Putorius. Cp. also

olla podrida and potpourri.

Derivatives: putrid-ity, n., putrid-ly, adv., pu-

trid-ness, n.

Putscii, n., revolt, riot. — G., a Swiss dialect

word, lit. meaning 'thrust, shock'; of imitative

origin.

putt, n., the act of hitting the ball into the hole

(.golf); putt, tr. v., to hit (the ball) into the hole;

intr. v., to play a putt. — From the verb put.

Derivatives: putt-er, n., putt-ing, n.

puttee, puttie, n., strip of cloth worn as a gaiter.

—
•
Hind, patu, 'strip of cloth, bandage', fr. OI.

pattah, of s.m.

Derivative : puttee, puttie, tr. v.

putti, n. pi, figures of naked Cupids. — It., pi.

ofputto, 'a small boy', fr. L. putus, 'boy', which
is rel. to puer, 'boy'. See puerile.

putty, n. — Fr. F. potee, 'potful; putty', fr. pot,

'pot'. Cp. F. potee d'etain, 'putty powder', and
see pot, 'vessel'.

Derivative: putti-er, n.

puy, n., a hill of volcanic origin. — F., fr. L. po-

dium, 'a height, balcony', prop, 'support', fr.

Gk. TToSiov, dimin. of koui;, gen. TioSot;, 'foot'.

See podium.

puzzle, n. — Of uncertain origin; possibly aphet-

ic for opposal, in the sense of 'question, prob-

lem'. Cp. pose, 'to puzzle'.

Derivatives: puzzle, tr. and intr. v., puzzl-ed,

adj., puzzl-ed-ly, adv., puzzl-ed-ness, n., puzzle-

dom, n., puzzle-ment, n., puzzl-er, n., puzzl-ing,

adj., puzzl-ing-ly, adv., puzzl-ing-ness, n.

puzzolana, n. —- See pozzolana.

py-, form of pyo- before a vowel.

Pyanepsia, n. pi., a festival in honor of Apollo

held on the 7th of the month Pyanepsion (Greek

religion).— Gk. Ilx>oyii\)},ot. (pi.), lit. 'the feast of

cooking beans', fr. Ttuavoi;, 'bean', which is of

uncertain origin' and et^^tv, 'to boil, cook',

which is cogn. with Arm. ep'em, I cook"; so

called because at this festival a dish ofpulse was
offered to Apollo.

Pyanepsion, n., the 4th month of the Attic Greek
calendar (corresponding to October-Novem-
ber).— Gk. nuavEijjitiv, fr. Iluavs'j'ia. See prec.

word.

pycn-, form of pycno- before a vowel.

Pycanthemum, n., a genus of plants, the moun-
tain mint (bot.) — ModL., compounded of
pycn- and Gk. Svt>e[iov, 'flower', fr. avOo;,

'flower'. See anther.

pycnidium, n., a spore-bearing receptacle occur-

ring in certain fungi {bat.) — ModL., formed fr.

Gk. mjxvo? (see pycno-) and suff. -idium.

Derivative: pycnidi-al, adj.

pycno-, before a vowel pycn-, combining form
meaning 'close, thick, dense', as in pycnometer.

— Gk. Ttuxvo-, TCUXV-, fr. Ttuxvii;, 'close, solid,

thick, dense', fr. Ttijxa, 'thickly, solidly' (whence
TtuxdtCEiv, 'to crowd together, condense'), which
is cogn. with Avestic pusd-, 'headband'. Alb.

pud; 'I kiss', prop. 'I embrace' ; not rel. to Tiii?,

'with the clenched fist'. Cp. pyknic.

pycnometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

density of liquids or solids. — Compounded of

pycno- and Gk. ixexpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

pycnostyle, adj., having columns arranged closely

together {arch.)— L. pycnostylos, fr. Gk. tiuk-

viuTuXoi;, 'close-columned', fr. ttuxvo? (see

pycno-) and (ttuXoi;, 'column'. See style, 'gno-

mon'.

pyel-, form of pyelo- before a vowel.

pyelitis, n., inflammation of the pelvis of the

kidney (med.) — Medical L., formed with suff.

-itls fr. Gk. ttueXoi;. See next word.

pyelo-, before a vowel pyel-, combining form de-

noting the pelvis of the kidney. — Gk. ttueXo-,

TtueX-, fr. TtiieXo?, 'basin, trough, vat', dissimilat-

ed fr. *7tXueXo(;, which is rel. to ttXuveiv, 'to

wash, clean', fr. I.-E. base *pleu-, 'to flow,

swim', whence also tiX^eiv, 'to swim', L. pluvia,

'rain'. See flow and cp. pluvial.

pyemia, pyaemia, n., a form of blood poisoning

{med.)— Medical L., fr. F. pyoemie, which was
coined by the French physician Pierre-Adolphe

Piorry (1794-1879), fr. Gk. tcuov or Ttuov, 'pus',

and aT[xa, 'blood'. See pyo, hemal and 1st -ia.

Derivative: py{a)em-ic, adj.

pyg-. form of pygo- before a vowel.

pygal, adj., pertaining to the region of the rump.
— Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. TtOy:'),

'rump", which is of uncertain origin. Cp.

pygidium.

pygarg, n. {obsoL), 1) a kind of antelope, prob.

the addax; 2) the osprey.— L. pygargus, fr. Gk.
TTuyapyog, 'white rump", which is compounded
of TCuyrj, 'rump" (see prec. word), and Spyo;,

'white'. See argent,

pygidium, n., the posterior part of the body, esp.

in insects (zool.) — ModL., formed fr. Gk.
TtuyiStov, dimin. of TrOyr], 'rump'. See pygal and

-idium.

Derivative: pygidi-al, adj.

pygmaean, pygmean, adj., pygmy. — Formed
with suff'. -an fr. L. pygmaeus. See next word.

pygmy, n., one of a fabulous race of dwarfs in

Greek mythol. ; a dwarf.— L. pygmaeus, fr. Gk.
Ttuyptaiog, lit. 'a JiuyfiTj tall", fr. TT'jyjjLTj, 'fist;

the measure of the distance from the elbow to

the knuckles', rel. to t.'A, 'with clenched fist',

and cogn. with L. pUgnus, 'fist'. See pugnacious

and cp. pugilism,

pygo-, before a vowel pyg-, combining form de-

noting the rump. — Gk. myo-, Truy-, fr. J^uyv;,

'rump'. See pygal.

pyic, adj., pertaining to pus.— Formed with adj.

suff. -ic fr. Gk. Tiiiov or ttuov, 'pus'. See pyo-.

pyjamas, n. pi.— See pajamas.
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pyknic, adj., fat, plump. — Formed with suff.

-Ic fr. Gk. TTuxvo;, 'close, thick, dense'. See

pycno-.

pyle-, before a vowel pyl-, combining form denot-

ing the portal vein. — Gk. tiuXti-, ttuX-, fr.

ttuXt), 'gate'. See pylon,

pylic, adj., pertaining to the portal vein. — See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

pylon, n., the gateway to a temple in ancient

Egypt. — Gk. nuXuv, 'gateway to a temple or

another building', fr. niiXT), 'gate', which is of

uncertain origin. Cp. pyle-, pylorus, propylaeum,

tetrapylon.

pyloro,- before a vowel pylor-, combining form

denoting the pylorus. — See next word.

pylorus, n., the lower orifice of the stomach

{mat.)— Late L., fr. Gk. TtuXwpo?, 'gatekeeper',

which is compounded of ttuXv;, 'gate', and

-(op6?, 'watcher, guardian', lit, 'seer', fr. 6pav,

'to see', but influenced in form by oipa, 'care,

heed'; see pylon and ware, 'alert'. Galen called

the lower orifice of the stomach a-rsvoTr)?, lit.

'narrowness', but compared it with the gate-

keeper, TTuXfopo?, whence its name in modem

anatomy.

Derivative: pylor-ic, adj.

pyo-, before a vowel py-, combining form mean-

ing 'pus'. — Gk. n-jo-, TCU-, fr. Ttiiov or

Ttilov. 'pus', which is rel. to Ttuft^tv, 'to rot', and

cogn! with L. pus, 'viscous matter, pus', putere,

'to be rotten'. See pus and cp. Pythium.

pyogenesis, n., the formation of pus (med.) —
Medical L., compounded of pyo- and Gk.

YJvsdi,;, 'origin, source, birth, race, descent'.

See genesis,

pyogenic, pyogenetie, adj. — See prec. word and

-genie, resp. -genetic,

pyoid, adj., resembling pus. — Gk. Truoeibv)?,

compounded of TT'iov or iruov, 'pus' and -osiSr)?,

'like', fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See pyo- and -oid.

pyorrliea, pyorrhoea, n., a discharge of pus (me^.)

— Medical L., compounded of pyo- and -rrhea.

Derivative: pyorrhe-al, adj.

pyosis, n., suppuration (pathol.) — Medical L.,

formed with suff. -osis fr. Gk. tt-jov or uuov,

'pus'. See pyo-.

pyr-, form of pyro- before a vowel.

Pyracantha, n. pi., a genus of thorny shrubs of

the apple family (6of.)— ModL., fr. Gk. -upa-

y.avda, name of a shrub, compounded of Gk.

7:i5p, 'fire' and Sxavfta, 'thorn, thorny plant'.

See pyre and acantha.

pyralidid, pyralid, adj., pertaining to the family

Pvralididae. — See next word.

Pyralididae, n. pi., a family of moths (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -ideae fr. Gk.TtupxXtc,

TcupaXXi?, name of an insect, fr. rOp, 'fire' (see

pyre) ; so called because it was supposed to be

able to live in fire.

pyramid, n. — L. ppramis, gen. -idis, fr. Gk.

Ttupaiit?, gen -tSo?, which was prob. formed

.1 ..nh motathesis fr. OEuvPtlan pimar.
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Derivatives; pyramid, intr. and tr. v., pyramid-

al, adj., pyramid-al-ly, adv., pyramid-wise, adv.

pyran, n., an isomeric cyclic compound, CjH^O

(chem.) — Abbreviation of pyrokoman. See

pyrone.

pyrargyrite, n., a sulfide of antimony and silver,

Ag3SbS3 {mineral)— Compounded of Gk. Tcup,

'fire', Spyupo?, 'silver' and subst. suff. -ite. See

pyr- and argent.
^

pyre, n. — L. pyra, fr. Gk. Ttupa, 'funeral pyre',

fr. Ttup, gen. Ttupo?, 'fire', which is cogn. with

OE. fyr, etc., 'fire'. See fire and cp. antipyrin,

apyretlc, apyrexia, empyreal, empyreuma, pyri-

tes, pyrosis, pyrrhic, adj., pyrrho-, pyrrole. Cp.

L. burrus, 'red', fr. Gk. 7Tupp6(;, 'flame-colored,

yellowish red', which is assimilated fr. "mpao?,

fr. TTup, 'fire'; see Borachio, burrlto, burro,

sbirro. (The change of Greek t. to Latin b is

prob. due to Etruscan influence; cp. box, 'the

tree').

pyrene, n., a white hydrocarbon, CieHio. —
Formed with suff. -ene fr. Gk. rcOp, 'fire'. See

pyre. _ ,

pyrene, n., the stone of a drupelet. — Gk. m?rr>,

'stone of a fruit', rel. to TTupAq, 'corn, wheat',

and cogn. with OE. fyrs, 'furze'. See furze and

cp. the second element in Agropyron, Diospyros,

Fagopyrum, Melampyrum.

pyreno-, before a vowel pyren-, combining form

meaning 'stone of a fruit', as in pyrenoid, Pyre-

nomycetes. — Gk. TTOpYivo-, uupriv-, fr. 7ri5p7]v,

gen. TTup^voi;. See prec. word.

pyrenoid, adj., resembling a fruit stone.— Com-

pounded of pyreno- and Gk. -oeiStj?, 'like', fr.

eISo?. 'form., shape'. See -oid.

Pyrenomycetes, n. pi., a class of fungi {hot.) —
ModL., compounded of pyreno- and Gk.

uiixr^c, gen. (jujktqto?, 'fungus'. See -mycetes.

Pyrethrum, n., a genus of plants; the chrysanthe-

mum (tof.) - ModL., fr. Gk. TTupEftpov, 'the

feverfew', fr. irup, 'fire'; see pyre and cp. 'next

word; so called because of its medicinal quali-

ties. For sense development cp. feverfew. Cp.

pellitory, 'pyrethrum'.

pyretic, adj., pertaining to fever; feverish (med.)

— Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. irupexo.;,

'burning heat, fever', fr. T^Op, 'fire'. See pyre,

pyreto-. combining form meaning 'fever', as in

pyretology. — Gk. -rrupETO-, fr. r.'jpzTOC.. See

prec. word.

pyretology, n., that branch of medicine which

treats of fever. - Lit. 'the study of fever', fr.

pyreto- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xiyoc, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner), one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative :
pyretolog-ist, n.

pyretotherapy, n., the treatment of disease by the

artificial induction of fever. — See pyreto- and

therapy.

Pyrex, n., a type of glass resisting to heat. — A

coined trade name.

pyrexia, n., fever {med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.
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Ttupecrasiv, fut. Tcupl^co, 'to be feverish', fr.

TtupsTo?, 'fever'. See pyreto- and 1st -ia.

Derivatives: pyrexi-al, pyrex-ic, pyrex-ic-al,

adjs.

pyrgeometer, n., an instrument for measuring

radiation from the earth.— Coined fr. Gk. TiOp,

'fire',Y^, 'the earth' andiisxpov, 'measure'. See

pyre, geo- and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

pyrheliometer, n., an instrument for measuring

solar radiation. — Coined fr. Gk. Ttup, 'fire',

y\kwq, 'sun' and (iExpov, 'measure'. See pyre,

helio- and -meter,

pyridine, n., a liquid obtained by distillation of

coal tar and bone oil, C^H^N {chem.) — Coined

fr. Gk. TTup, 'fire' (see pyre), and suff. -idine.

pyriform, adj., pear-shaped. — ML. pyriformis,

fr. ML. pyrum, for L. plrum, 'pear', and L.

forma, 'form, shape'. See pear and form, n.

pyrite, n., a metallic iron disulfide, FeSj {mineral.)

— See next word.

pyrites, n., any of various metallic sulfides. — L.,

fr. Gk. TTUpiTT;:;, 'of fire', in TiuplTy;? Xtftog,

'firestone, a stone that strikes fire', fr. TrOp, 'fire'.

See pyre and subst. suff. -ite.

Derivatives : pyrit-ic, pyrit-ic-al, adjs.

pyritiferous, adj., containing pyrites. — See prec.

word and -ferous.

pyro-, before a vowel pyr-, combining form mean-

ing 'fire'.— Gk. irupo-, Trup-, fr. mp, gen.Trupot;,

'fire'. See pyre.

pyrocheraical, adj
. , pertaining to chemical changes

caused by high temperature. — Compounded
of pyro- and chemical.

Derivative : pyrochemical-ly, adv.

pyrogallol, n., a crystalline poisonous compound,

C,H,(OH)3 {chem.) — Coined fr. pyrogallic

{acid) and suff. -ol; so called because first pre-

pared (by Scheie in 1786) by heating gallic acid.

See pyro- and gallic.

pyrogenic, adj., producing heat or fever.— Com-
pounded of pyro- and -genie.

pyrography, n., the process of producing a design

on wood with a hot iron. — Lit. 'writing with

fire', fr. pyro- and Gk. -Ypa9ia, fr. Ypa9Eiv, 'to

write'. See -graphy.

D&ma.li\e%. pyrograph-er, n., pyrograph-ic, adj.

Pyrola, n., a genus of plants, the wintergreen

{hot.)— ModL., a dimin. formed fr. Pyrus (q.v.)

Pyrolaceae, n. pi., a family of trees {hot.) —
Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

pyrolaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

pyrolatry, n., fire worship. — Compounded of

pyro- and Gk. -Xaxpsia, -Xaxpia, fr. XaxpEiS,

'worship'. See -latry.

pyroligneous, adj., obtained by dry distillation

from wood. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. mjp,

gen. nupo;, 'fire', and L. lignum, 'wood'. See

pyre and ligneous.

pyrology, n., the study of heat. — Compounded
of pyro- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -X6yo?, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : pyrolog-ic-al, adj., pyrolog-ist, n.

pyrolusite, n., manganese dioxide, MnO^ {mine-

ral.) — G. Pyrolusit, compounded of pyro- and

Gk. Xoiisiv, 'to wash', which is cogn. with L.

lavdre, 'to wash' (see lave) ; so called because it

is used as glass soap. The ending -it goes back

to Gk. -ffVii;; see subst. suff. -ite.

pyrolysis, n., decomposition by heat {chem) —
Compounded of pyro- and Gk. Xuai?, 'loosing,

releasing'. See -lysis,

pyrolytic, adj., pertaining to pyrolysis. — Com-

pounded of pyro- and Gk. -Xuti>c6i;, fr. Xutixo?,

'able to loose, loosing'. See -lytic and cp. prec.

word.

pyromancy, n., divination by fire. — ME. piro-

mancie, fr. OF. (= F.) piromancie, fr. Late L.

pyromantia, fr. Gk. TTUpojiavTEta, fr. uup, gen.

Tiupo?, 'fire', and [xavTcia, 'divination'. See

pyro- and -mancy.

pyromania, n., a morbid tendency to set things on

fire. — Compounded of pyro- and Gk. (xavia,

'madness, frenzy'. See mania,

pyromaniac, n. — Compounded of pyro- and

ML. maniacus. See maniac.

Derivative: pyromaniac-al, adj.

pyrometer, n., an instrument for measuring high

temperatures. — Coined by the Dutch physicist

Pieter van Musschenbroek (1622-1761) fr. Gk.

TTUp, gen. 7rup6[;, 'fire', and ixcxpov, 'measure'.

See pyro- and meter, 'poetical rhythm".

Derivatives: pyrometr-ic-al, adj., pyrometr-y, n.

pyrone, n., a cyclic compound C^HfiJ^f'^'"-) —
Abbreviation of pyrokoman, a word coined fr.

pyro- and Gk. xotiSv, 'to let the hair grow long",

fr. x6[XT], 'hair, foUage, tail of a comet". See

coma, 'a tuft of hairs'.

pyrope,n., a variety of deep, fiery red garnet {min-

eral.) — ME. pirope, fr. OF . pirope {F . pyrope),

L. pyropus, fr. Gk. Truptoiro?, lit. 'fiery eye',

compounded of itOp, 'fire' and &'b, gen. utto;,

'eye'. See pyro- and -opia.

pyrophobia, n., a morbid fear of fire {med) —
Medical L., compounded of pyro- and -phobia,

pyrophoric, pyrophorous, adj., igniting spontane-

ously. — Lit. 'fire-bearing', fr. Gk. jtupo96po?,

fr. Tiup, gen. Trupo?, 'fire', and -96po;, 'bearing'.

See pyre, -phore and -ic, resp. -ous.

pyrophorus, n., any substance that ignites spon-

taneously. — ModL. See prec. word.

pyrophotometer, n., an instrument for measuring

very high temperatures. — Compounded of

pyro- and photometer.

pyrosis, n., heartburn {med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. TTiipojtji!;, 'a burning', fr. r^jpoOv, 'to bum',

fr. TTup, 'fire'. See pyre and -osis.

pyrostat, n., a thermostat, esp. one for high tem-

peratures.— Coined fr. pyro- and -stal, on anal-

ogy of thermostat (q.v.)

pyrotechnic, pyrotechnical, adj., pertaining to fire-

works. — Compounded of pyro- and Gk. te^-

vtxi?, 'made by art', fr. tIxvt), 'art'. See tedi-

nic, resp. also adj. suff. -al.



pyrotechnics 1280

pyrotechnics, n., the art of making fireworks. —
See prec. word and -ics.

pyrotechny, n., pyrotechnics. — See prec. word

and -y (representing Gk. -la).

pyretic, adj., caustic. — Gk. 7rup<>)Ti>c6?, 'per-

taining to burning', fr. Trupouv, 'to bum', fr.

Ttup, 'fire'. See pyre and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: pyrotic, n.

pyrotoxin, n., a toxin causing fever imed.) —
Coined fr. pyro- and toxin.

pyroxene, n., a mineral composed especially of

calcium and magnesium (mineral.) — F. pyro-

xene, coined by the French mineralogist Abb6

Ren6 Just Hauy(1745-1822) in 1796 fr. Gk. TtOp,

'fire', and 5^01;, 'stranger' (see pyro- and xeno-)

;

he so called it from the erroneous notion that

the mineral does not occur in igneous rocks.

pyroxenite, n., an igneous rock containing pyro-

xene, but without olivine (petrogr.) — Formed

fr. prec. word with subst. sufl^. -ite.

pyroxylin, also pyroxyline, n., a cellulose nitrate

mixture (chem.) — F. pyroxyline, coined by the

French chemist Th6ophile-Jules Pelouze (1807-

67) in 1836 fr. pyro-, Gk. 5'J>-o^', 'wood' (see

xylo-), and chem. suff. -ine.

pyrrh-, form of pyrrho- before a vowel.

pyrrhic, n., an old Greek war dance. — L. pyr-

rhicha,{T. Gk. Ttupptxil (scil. SpxTTn?), name of

an old Greek war dance, so called after Iliip-

ptXo;, the inventor of this dance. The name

IIijppixo? lit. means 'reddish', fr. :Tupp6?,

'flame-colored' ; see pyrrho- and -ic.

pyrrhic, adj., pertaining to the pyrrhic dance. —
L. pyrrhichius, fr. Gk. Kuppi/i^^t fr- i:uppta-

See prec. word.

pyrrhic, n., a foot of two short syllables (prosody)

— Fr. L. pyrrhichius (pes), fr. Gk. Ttupp^xio?

(Ttoii;), 'pyrrhic measure or foot', prop, 'the

measure of the pyrrhic dance'. See prec. word.

Derivative
:
/lyrr/iic, adj., pertaining to the pyr-

rhic foot.

Pyrrhic, adj., pertaining to Pyrrhus, king of Epi-

rus. — Fr. L. Pyrrhicus, fr. Gk. nuppix6?, fr.

nuppo?, 'Pyrrhus'. — Pyrrhic victory is a vic-

tory gained at a ruinous cost ; so called in allu-

sion to the victory of Pyrrhus over the Romans
at Heraclea (279 B.C.E.)

pyrrho-, before a vowel pyrrh-, combining form

meaning 'red'. — Gk. Troppo-, fr. 7tupp6i; (for

'mipaoq), 'reddish, red', lit. 'flame-colored', fr.

mjp, 'fire'. See pyre and cp. pyrrhic, adj. Cp.

also burro, sbirro.

Pyrthonic, adj., pertaining to Pyrrhonism. — L.

Pyrrhoneus, fr. Pyrrho, fr. Gk. Ilupptov, a

philosopher of Elis. See next word. For the

ending see adj. suff. -ic.

Pyrrhonism, n., the sceptical system of phil-

osophy founded by Pyrrho of Elis (about 360-

275 B.C.E.) See prec. word and -ism.

Pyrrhonist, n., an adherent of Pyrrhonism.— See

prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: Pyrrhonist-ic, adj.

pyrrhotite, also pyrrhotine, n., a magnetic iron

sulfide, FeS (chem.) — G. Pyrrhotin, formed

with suff. -in, '-ine' (see chem. suff. -ine), fr. Gk.

Trupp6Tifi(;, 'redness', fr. 7tupp6(;, 'reddish, red';

see pyrrho-. Pyrrhotite was formed with change

of suff. (see subst. suff. -ite) fr. pyrrhotine.

pyrrole, pyrrol, n., a colorless, weakly basic liq-

uid, C4H5N (chem.) — G. Pyrrol, coined fr.

Gk. Truppi?, 'reddish, red' and L. oleum, 'oil'.

See pyrrho- and oil.

Pyrula, n., a genus of marine moUusks (zool.) —
ModL., fr. ML. pyrum, for L. pirum, 'pear' (see

pear); so called from the pear-shaped shell.

Pyruiaria, n., a genus of plants, the oil nut (hot.)

— ModL., a dimin. formed fr. Pynis. Cp. prec.

word.

Pyrus, n. (hot.) — ML. pyrus, for L. pirus, 'pear-

tree', which is rel. to pirum, 'pear'. See pear and

cp. prec. word.

pyruvic acid, an organic acid, CH3COCOH
(chem.) — Pyruvic is a hybrid coined fr. Gk.

TTijp, 'fire', and L. uva, 'grape'. See pyre, uva

and adj. suff. -ic.

Pythagorean, adj. pertaining to Pythagoras of

Samos, Greek philosopher of the 6th century

B.C.E., or to his philosophy. — Formed with

suff. -an fr. L. Pythagoreus, fr. Gk. Xluftayo-

pEio?, fr. nu*aY6pai;, 'Pythagoras'.

Derivatives: Pythagorean, n., an adherent of

Pythagoras or of his philosophy, Pythagorean-

ism, n.

Pythagorism, n. — The same as Pythagoreanism.

See prec. word and -ism.

Pythia, n., the priestess of Apollo at Delphi

(Greek mythol.) — L.. fr. Gk. IZO&ES (scil. i^-

peia )
, 'the priestess of Pythian Apollo at Delphi',

fem. of nij*to?, prop, 'the Belphian', epithet

of Apollo, fr. nodu or IIGS-cbv, the older name

of Delphi and its environs. Cp. Pythian.

Pythiad, n., the time between two celebrations of

the Pythian games in ancient Greece (= 4 years).

— Gk. no&ia;, gen. IlO^taSos, fr. to Ilu^ia

(scil. Eepdt), 'the Pythian games', neut. pi. of

IIudLo;, 'Delphian'. See prec. word, and -ad.

For the suff. cp. Olympiad.

Pythian, adj., 1) pertaining to Delphi or to the

oracle and priestess of Apollo at Delphi ; 2) per-

taining to the Panhellenic games held at Delphi

every four years. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L.

Pythius, fr. Gk. Eu&toi;, 'Delphian'. SeePythia.

Derivative: Pythian, n., 1) Apollo; 2) Pythia.

PjrtWum, n., a genus of fungi (bat.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. TTu&Eiv, 'to rot', which is rel. to ttuov, ttOov,

'pus'. See pyo- and 1st -ium.

pythogenic, pythogenetic, adj., generated by de-

composition. — Compounded of Gk. 7ii>&Eiv,

'to rot' (see prec. word), and -genie, resp. -ge-

netic.

pythogenesis, n., generation by decomposition.—
See prec. word and genesis.

Python, n., 1) the huge serpent slain near Delphi

by Apollo (Greek mythol.); 2) (not cap.), any

large serpent; 3) (cap.) a genus of snakes (zool.)

— L. Pytho, the serpent slain by Apollo, fr. Gk.
no^cdv, of s.m., a name prob. rel. to the place

name Ilij&fo. See Pythia and cp. next word.

python, n., a familiar spirit. — Late L. pytho,

'familiar spirit', fr. Late Gk. TtuS-tov, of s.m., fr.

Gk. IIu&o>v, 'a prophet inspired by Apollo'.

This name is prob. identical derivatively with

ni3&(ov, name of the serpent slain by Apollo.

See prec, word.

pythoness, n., 1) the priestess of Apollo at Delphi

(Greek mythol.) 2) a woman supposed to have

the power of divination. — ME. Phitonesse, fr.

phitonise (F. pythonisse), 'sorceress', fr. ML.
phitonissa, fr. Late L. pythonissa, fem. ofpytho,

'familiar spirit'. See prec. word and 1st -ess.

pyuria, n., discharge of pus with the urine (med.)

— Medical L., compounded of py- and Gk.
-oupla, fr. o5pov, 'urine'. See-uria.

pyx, n., receptacle for coins. — L. pyxis, fr. Gk.
Tcu^t?, 'boxof box wood', TTii^o?, 'the box tree,

box wood'. See box, the tree, and box, 'a recep-

tacle', and cp. pyxidium, pyxis.

Derivative : pyx, tr. v.

Pyxidanthera, n., a genus of plants (hot.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. ttu^E?, gen. ttu^i-

So?, 'box of box wood', and dv&vjpdi;, 'flowery',

fr. &M^oz, 'flower'. See pyx and anther.

pyxidimn, n., a capsule. — ModL., fr. Gk. ruu^t-

Siov, dimin. of thj^^?, 'box'. See pyx and -idium.

pyxie, n., also pixie, pixy, name of a shrub. —
— From Pyxidanthera barbulata, the botanical

name of this shrub (see Pyxidanthera).

pyxis, n., a small box.— L., fr. Gk. Ttu^ti;. See pyx.
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qoph, n., name of the 19th letter of the Hebrew

alphabet. — See koph.

qua, conj., as, in the capacity of. — L. qua, abl.

fern, of the relative qui, 'who'. See which, who

and cp. quaquaversal.

quack, intr. v., to utter a sound Uke a duck; n.,

the sound made by a duck. — Of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. MDu. quacken, Du. kwaken, G. quaken,

OSlav. kvakati, L. coaxdre, 'to croak', Gk. >co-

a5, 'the croaking of frogs', Hitt. akuwakuwash,

'frog', which all are imitative. Cp. also quack-

salver.

quack, n. — Abbreviation of quacksalver.

Derivatives: quack, intr. v. and adj., quack-ery,

n., quack-ish, adj., quack-ish-ly, adv., quack-y,

adj.

quacksalver, n., a fraudulent pretender to medi-

cal skill. — Obsol. Du. quacksalver (now kwak-

zaher), fr. MDu. quacsalver, lit. 'one who

quacks or patters about his salves' in trying to sell

them, fr. MDu. quacken, quaken (Du. kwaken),

'to quack like a duck' (see quack, v.), and MDu.
salven (Du. zalven), 'to rub with ointment',

which is rel. to salve, 'to apply a salve to' (q.v.)

Cp. G. Quacksalber, Dan. kvaksaher, Swed.

kvacksalvare, 'quacksalver', which are of the

same origin.

quad, n., quadrat (print.) — Abbreviation of

quadrat.

Derivative: quad, tr. v.

quad, n., quadrangle, campus. — Abbreviation

of quadrangle.

quad, adj., quadruple. — Abbreviation of quad-

ruple.

Quadi, n. pi., name of a German tribe. — L.

Quadi, lit. 'the Speakers'; cp. OE. cwedan, 'to

speak, say' (see quoth).

quadr-, combining form. — See quadri-.

quadrable, adj., capable of being squared. — See

quadrate, v., and -able.

quadragenarian, 1) adj., forty years old; 2) n., a

quadragenarian person. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. L. quadrdgenarius, 'forty years old', fr.

quadrdgem, 'forty each', fr. quadrdgintd (for

*qualrd-gintd), 'forty', which is formed fr. quat-

tuor, 'four', with -gintd, a suff. denoting tens.

This suff. is cogn. with Gk. -xovtx in -pia-

xov-a, 'thirty', Tsaaxpx-xov-ra, 'forty', etc. See

four and cp. quadri-. For the etymology of the

Gk. suff. -y.ovxa, L. sufT. -gintd, see penteconta-.

Cp. quarantine, cuarenta.

Quadragesima, n., I) the forty days of Lent; 2)

the first Sunday in Lent (Eccles.) — ML. qua-

drdgesima (scil. dies), 'the fortieth day', fem. of

L. quadrdgesimus, 'fortieth', fr. quadrdgintd.

See quadragenarian.

Derivative: Quadragesim-al, adj.

quadrangle, n., 1) a plane figure having four angles

and four sides ; 2) a quadrangular building. —
ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. Late L. quadrangulum,

prop. neut. of the L. adj. quadrangulus, 'having

four corners', fr. quadri-, used in compounds in

the sense of quattuor, 'foixr' (see quadri-), and

angulus, 'angle, comer'. See angle, 'corner'.

Derivative: quadrangl-ed, adj.

quadrangular, adj., having four angles and four

sides. — Late L. quadranguldris, 'having four

corners', fr. quadrangulum. See prec. word and

adj. suflf. -ar.

Derivatives: quadrangular-ly, adv., quadrangu-

lar-ness, n.

quadrant, n., the fourth part of a circle (geom.)—

•

ME., fr. L. quadrdns, gen. -antis, 'a fourth part',

prop. pres. part, of quadrdre, 'to square'. See

quadrate, adj., and -ant and cp. quadri-.

quadrantal, adj., containing the fourth part of a

measure. — L. quadrantdlis, fr. quadrdns.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

quadrat, n., a small piece of type metal (print). —
See next word.

quadrate, adj., squared; rectangular. — L. qua-

drdtus, 'squared, square', pp. of quadrdre, 'to

square; to put in order, complete', fr. quadrus,

'square'. See quadri- and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: quadrate, n. (q.v.), quadrat-ic, qua-

drat-ic-al, adjs., quadrat-ic-al-ly, adv.

quadrate, n., a square.— L. quadrdtum, 'a square,

quadrate', prop. neut. of quadrdtus, pp. of qua-

drdre. See quadrate, adj.

quadrate, tr. v., to make sqiTare; intr. v., to

square (with). — L. quadrdtus, pp. of quadrdre.

See quadrate, adj.

quadrature, n., the act of squaring. — L. quadr.d-

tura, 'a squaring, quadrature', fr. quadrdtus, pp.

of quadrdre. See prec. word and -ure.

quadratus, n., name of several square-shaped

muscles (anat.) — L. quadrdtus, 'squared', pp.

of quadrdre. See quadrate, adj.

quadrennial, adj., 1) occurring once every four

years; 2) lasting four years. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. quadriennium, 'a period of

four years', fr. quadriennis, 'of four years',

which is compounded of quadri- and annus,

'year' ; see annual. For the change of Latin a (in

annus) to ^(in quadri-ennium) see accent and cp.

words there referred to.

quadri-, quadr-, combining form with the sense

'having four, consisting of four'. — L., rel. to

quattuor, 'four', fr. I.-E. *q'^etwor-, 'q^etur,

whence also Goth, fidwor, OE. feower, 'four'.

See four and cp. quadrant, quadrate, quadrille,

'a square dance', quadroon, quarantine, quarrel,

arrow, bolt', quarry, 'a place for excavating

stones', quart, quatrain, quire of paper, squad.

squadron, square and the second element in

trocar.

quadric, adj., of the second degree. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ic fr. L. quadra, 'a square', which

is rel. to quattuor, 'four'. See quadri-.

Derivative: quadric, n.

quadricentennial, n., the four hundredth anniver-

sary of an event; adj., pertaining to a quadri-

centennial. — Compounded of quadri- and

centennial.

quadriceps, n., the large extensor muscle of the

leg (anat.) — Compounded of quadri- and L.

-ceps, fr. caput, 'head' (see capital, adj., and cp.

biceps, triceps); so called because it is divided

into four parts.

quadrifid, adj., divided into four parts. — L. qua-

drifidus, lit. 'four-cleft', fr. quadri- and fid-,

stem offindere (perf.fidi), 'to cleave, split'. See

fissile.

quadriga, n., a four-horsed chariot. — L. quadri-

ga, contraction of *quadrijugae, fem. pi. of *qua-

drijugus, 'pertaining to a team of four', com-

pounded of quadri- and the stem oi jungere, 'to

join'. See join.

quadrigeminal, adj., fourfold. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. quadrigeminus, 'fourfold', fr.

quadri- and geminus, 'twin, double'. See Gemini.

quadrilateral, adj., four-sided. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. quadrilaterus, which is com-

pounded of quadri- and latus, gen. lateris, 'side'.

See lateral.

Derivatives: quadrilateral, n., quadrilateral-ly,

adv., quadrilateral-ness, n.

quadrilingual, adj., of four languages; knowing

four languages. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

quadri- and L. lingua, 'tongue'. See lingual.

quadriliteral, adj., consisting of four letters. —
Formed with adj. sufT. -al fr. quadri- and L.

littera, litera, 'letter'. See letter, literal.

quadrille, n., game of cards played by four per-

sons. — F., fr. Sp. cuartilto, fr. cuarto, 'fourth',

fr. L. qudrtus, of s.m. (see 1st quart); assimilated

in form to next word.

quadrille, n., a square dance. — Sp. cuadrilla, fr.

cuadro, 'square', fr. L. quadrus, 'square', which

is rel. to quattuor, 'four'. See quadri-.

Derivative: quadrille, intr. v.

quadrillion, n., 1) in the United States and France,

the fifth power of a thousand (i.e. 1 followed by

1 5 zeros) ; 2) in Great Britain and Germany, the

fourth power of a million (i.e. 1 followed by 24

zeros). — F., formed fr. quadri- on analogy of

million (q.v.) Cp. billion and words there re-

ferred to.

quadrinomial, adj., consisting of four terms (alg.)

— Formed fr. quadri- with suff. -nomial on

analogy of binomial (q.v.)

quadripara, n., a woman who has borne four

children (med.) — Medical L., fr. quadri- and

L. parid, parire, 'to bring forth'. See parent.

quadripartite, adj., consisting of four parts. —; L.

quadrlpartltus, pp. of quadripartire, 'to divide

into four parts', fr. quadri- and partire, 'to

divide into parts', fr. pars, gen. partis, 'part'. See

part, n.

quadriplegia, n., paralysis affecting all the four

hmbs of the body (med.)— A Medical L. hybrid

coined fr. L. quadri-, 'four', and Gk. TtXvjyif),

'stroke'; see quadri- and plague. The correct

form would be tessaraplegia (fr. Gk. TSCTtrapei;,

'four', and tiXtiyy], 'stroke').

Derivative: quadripleg-ic, adj.

quadrireme, n., a galley having four banks of

oars. — L. quadriremis, compounded of quadri-

and remus, 'oar'. See bireme and cp. words

there referred to.

quadrisyllable, adj., consisting of four syllables.

— Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. quadri- and L.

syllaba. See syllable.

quadrisyllable, n., a word of four syllables. —
Compounded of quadri- and syllable.

quadrivalence, quadrivalency, n., the state of

being quadrivalent (chem.) — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

quadrivalent, adj., having a valence of four

(chem.) — Compounded of quadri- and L. va-

lens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of valere, 'to have

power'. See -valent.

quadrivial, adj., pertaining to the quadrivium. —
ML. quadrividlis, fr. quadrivium. See next word

and adj. suff. -al.

quadrivium, n., in the Middle Ages, a group of

sciences consisting of geometry, astronomy,

arithmetic and music. — ML., fr. L. quadrivium,

'place where four roads meet, crossroads',

compounded of quadri- and via, 'way, road,

path'. See via and cp. trivium.

Derivative: quadrivi-al, adj.

quadroon, n., the child of a mulatto and a white

person. — Sp. cuarteron, prop, 'one who has a

fourth part of Negro blood', fr. cuarto, 'a fourth

part', fr. L. qudrtus, 'fourth'; assimilated to

words beginning with quadr-. See quadrate, adj.,

and quart.

qnadru-, combining form meaning 'having four,

consisting of four'. — L., a var. form of quadri-

(q-v.)

quadrumanous, adj., having four hands. — Com-
pounded of quadru- and L. manus, 'hand'. See

manual and -ous.

quadruped, n., an animal having four feet; adj.,

four-footed. — Compounded of quadru- and L.

pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. See foot and cp. pedal.

Derivative: quadruped-al, adj.

quadruple, adj., fourfold. — MF. (= F.), fr. OF.,

fr. L. quadruplus, 'fourfold', formed fr. quadni-

with -plus, '-fold', on analogy ofduplus, 'double'.

See double and cp. next word.

Derivatives: quadruple, n., quadrupl-et, n.

quadruple, tr. v., to multiply by four; intr. v., to

be multiplied by four. — ME. quadruplen, fr.

MF. (= F.) quadrupler, fr. Late L. quadruplare,

'to multiply by four, make fourfold', fr. L. qua-

druplus. See quadruple, adj.
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quadruplex, adj., fourfold; used especially of a

telegraph system in which four messages may be

sent simultaneously over the wire. — L., formed

fr. quadra- with -plex, gen. -pHcis, '-fold', on

analogy of duplex, gen. duplicis, 'double'. See

duplex and cp. next word.

quadruplex, n., an instrument used for sending

messages in quadruplex telegraphy. — Fr. qua-

druplex, adj.

quadruplicate, adj., fourfold. — L. qupdruplica-

tus, pp. of quadrupUcdre, 'to make fourfold', fr.

quadruplex,. gen. quadrupUcis. See quadruplex,

adj.

Derivative: quadruplicate, n.

quadruplicate, tr. v., to multiply by four. — L.

quadruplicatus, pp. of quadrupUcdre. See qua-

druplicate, adj.

quadruplication, n.— Late L. quadruplicdtio, gen.

-onis, 'a making fourfold', fr. L. quadruplicatus,

pp. of quadrupUcdre. See prec. word and -ion.

quaere, v., imper., inquire; n., a query. — L.,

imper. of quaerere, 'to seek, search for; to ask,

inquire'. See query and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivative: quaere, n., a query.

quaestor, n., any of an order of Roman magis-

trates. — L., contraction of quaesitor, 'seeker,

searcher", fr. quaesitus, pp. of quaerere. See prec.

word and agential suff. -or.

quaestorial, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. quaestorius, 'pertaining to a quaestor', fr.

quaestor. See prec. word.

quaestuary, adj., seeking to make profit; n., one

who seeks to make profit. — Late L. quaestud-

rius, 'pertaining to money making, mercenary',

fr. L. quaestus, 'gain, acquisition', fr. quaes-, stem

of quaerere, 'to seek'. See query and adj. suff.

-ary.

quaff, tr. and intr. v., to drink repeatedly or co-

piously. — Prob. fr. MLG. quassen (whence

obsol. E. quass), 'to quaff', through a misreading

of ss as ff. In early manuscripts and prints the

letters / and i^ were almost equal in form.

Derivatives: quaff, n., quaff-er, n., quaff-ing-ly,

adv.

quag, intr. v., to quake (obsol.) — Prob. a var. of

quake.

quag, n., bog, marsh. — Rel. to quag, v.

Derivative: quagg-y, adj.

quagga, n., a South African animal, allied to the

zebra. — A Hottentot name of imitative origin.

quagmire, n., bog, marsh.— Fr. earlier quakemire,

which is compounded of quake and mire. Cp.

quag, 'bog, marsh'.

Derivative: quagmir-y, adj.

quahog, also quahaug, n., the N. American clam.

— Of Algonquian origin.

quaich, quaigh, n., a shallow drinking cup. —
Gael, cuach, Olr. cuach, fr. Late L. caucus, 'a

drinking vessel'. Cp. Gk. xauxa, xauxtov, 'a

kind of drinking vessel'.

Qua! d'Orsay, the French Foreign Office. — F.,

lit. 'quay of (General) Orsay', name of a quay

on the south bank of the Seine in Paris, on which

the French Foreign Office is situated.

quail, n., a migratory bird, Coturnix coturnix. —
ME. quaille, quaile, fr. OF. quaille (F. caille), fr.

ML. quaccola, which is of imitative origin. Cp.

Du. kwakkel, and OHG. wahtala, MHG. wach-

tele, G. Wachtel, OE. wihtel{for *wahtel), which

are also of imitative origin. Cp. Coturnix. (There

is no relation between the above Teut. words

and OI. vdrtika, Gk. 6pTu5, 'quail'.)

Derivative: quail-ery, n.

quail, intr. v., to lose heart, to shrink. — Fr.

obsol. quail, 'to curdle', fr. ME. quailen, fr. OF.

coailler (F. cailler), fr. L. codguldre. See coagu-

late.

quaint, adj. — ME. cointe, queynte, queint, 'well

known, skillful, neat, elegant', fr. OF. coint,

cointe, 'well known, skillful, neat', fr. L. cogni-

tus, 'well known', pp. of cogndscere, 'to know'.

See know and cp. cognition, cognoscible. Cp. also

acquaint.

Derivatives: quaint-ly, adv., quaint-ness, n.

quake, intr. v. — ME. quaken, fr. OE. cwacian,

prob. of imitative origin. Cp. quag, quagmire.

Derivatives: quake, n., quak-er, n., quak-ing, n.

and adj., quak-ing-ly, adv.

Quaker, n., the name given to a member of the

religious sect calling themselves the Society of

Friends, founded by George Fox in 1648-50. —
So called by Justice Bennet in 1650, who was

warned by Fox 'to quake at the word of the

Lord'. See prec. word and agential suff. -er.

Derivatives: Quaker-dom, n., Quaker-ish, adj.,

Quaker-ism, n., Quaker-ize, tr. v., Quaker-iz-

ation, n., Quaker-ly, adj. and adv.

qualification, n. — ML. qudlificdtio, fr. qudlificd-

tus, pp. of qudlificdre. See (Jdalify and -ation.

qualificator, n. — ML. qudlificdtor, formed fr.

qudlificdtus, pp. of qudlificdre. See next word

and agential suff. -or.

qualify, tr. and intr. v. — MF. (= F.) qualifier, fr.

ML. qudlificdre, 'to make of a certain quality',

which is compounded of L. qudlis, 'of what

kind', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See

quality and -fy.

Derivatives: qualifi-ed, adj., qualifi-er, n.,

qualify-ing, adj., qualify-ing-ly , adv.

qualitative, adj. — ML. qudlitdtivus, 'relating to

quality', fr. L. qudlitds, gen. -dtis. See next word

and -ative.

Derivative: qualitative-ly, adv.

quality, n. — ME. qualite, fr. OF. qualite (F.

qualite), fr. L. qudlitdtem, acc. of qudlitds, 'qual-

ity', fr. qudlis, 'how consituted, of what kind',

which derives from the pronominal base "quo-,

whence also L. quis'J 'who', quidl 'what', qui,

quae, quod, 'who, which, what', Goth, has, OE.

hwd, 'who'. See who and words there referred

to, and cp. the first element in kickshaw. For the

ending see suff. -ity. L. qudlitds was formed by

Cicero fr. qudlis as loan translation of Gk.
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rroi6T7)?, 'quality'. Which was coined by Plato

fr. Tioioc, 'of what kind'. Cp. L. quantitds, loan

translation of Gk. 7Toit6t7ji; (see quantity).

qualm, n., feeling of faintness; scruple. — ME.
qualm, 'pestilence, plague', rel. to Du. kwalm,

'thick vapor', G. Qualm, 'smoke, vapor ; stupor'

;

possibly rel. to OE. cwealm, 'death, pestilence,

plague', fr. Teut. base *kwel-an, 'to kill, destroy,

die', whence OE. cwelan, 'to die', cwellan, 'to

kill'. See quell.

Derivatives: qualm-ish, adj., qualm-ish-ty, adv.,

qualm-ish-ness, n., qualm-y, adj.

quamash, n. — A var. spelling of camas.

quandary, n., a state of perplexity. — Of uncer-

tain origin.

quandong, quandang, n., a small Australian tree.

— From Australian native name.

quant, n., a pole. — ME. quante, of uncertain

origin; possibly derived fr. L. contus, fr. Gk.

xovTo?, 'pole', which stands in gradational re-

lationship to xEVTEtv, 'to prick, goad', xfvxpov,

'horse goad prickle, point'. See center and cp.

kent, 'pole'.

quantic, n., a rational, homogeneous function of

two or more variables {math.) — Fr. L. quantus,

'how much'. See quantum and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: quantic-al, adj.

quantification, n. — See next word and -ation.

quantify, tr. v., to determine the quantity of. —
ML. quantificdre, fr. L. quantus, 'how great'. See

quantum and -fy.

Derivatives: quantifi-able, adj., quantifi-er, n.

quantitative, adj., pertaining to quantity. — ML.
quantitdtivus, fr. L. quantitds. See next word and

-ative.

Derivatives: quantitative-ly, adv., quantitative-

ness, n.

quantity, n. — ME. quantite, fr. OF. quantite (F.

quantite), fr. L. quantitdtem, acc. of quantitds,

'greatness, amount, quantity', fr. quantus, 'how

great, how much, how many'; see quantum. L.

quantitds was formed fr. quantus as loan transla-

tion of Gk. TTOCTixT)!;, fr. ttoooc, 'how great, how
much'. Cp. L. qudlitds, loan translation of Gk.

Tto'.oxr]? (see quality).

quantum, n., quantity; an object that has quan-

tity. — L., neut. of quantus, 'how great, how
much, how many', rel. to Umbr. panta (= L.

quanta); for *qudm-to, fr. quam, 'in what man-

ner, as much as', which is rel. to Oscan pan,

Umbr. pane, 'as, as much as', and cogn. with

OE. hu, 'how', hwd, 'who' ; see how, who, and cp.

the first element in quasi. The second element in

*qudm-to expresses the idea of greatness, so that

E. 'how great' is the literal rendering of L. quan-

tus (= *qudm-to) in accordance with the two

elements of this word. Cp. aliquant.

qnaquaversal, adj., turning in all directions {said

of geological strata). — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. qudquaversus, 'turning in whatever di-

rection', which is compounded of L. qudqua,

'wherever', fr. reduplication of qua, 'in what di-

rection', and pp. of vertere, 'to turn'. See qua

and version.

Derivative: quaquaversal-ly, adv.

quarantine, n., a period (orig. of forty days) of

isolation to prevent the spread of disease. — It.

quarantina, fr. quaranta, 'forty', fr. L. quadrd-

gintd. See quadragenarian and cp. cuarenta. The

term goes back to It. quaranta giorni, 'forty

days'. Ships coming from the Levant and Egypt

were isolated at special ports for thirty, later

forty, days. This measure for preventing the

spread of contagious diseases was first enforced

atRagusainl377. SeeK. Sudhoff, "Epidemiolo-

gical Rules from the Past", in Essays in the

History ofMedicine, trans. F. H. Garrison, New
York, 1926, p. 152.

Derivatives: quarantine, tr. v., quarantin-er, n.

quarrel, n., dispute. — ME. quarel, quarelle, que-

rele, fr. OF. querele (F. querelle), fr. L. querela,

also querella, 'complaint', fr. queri, 'to complain',

which is prob. cogn. with Ol. svdsati, svdsiti,

'blows, breathes, sighs', OE. hwSsan, 'to

wheeze'. See wheeze and cp. querimonious, quer-

ulous. Cp. also cyst.

Derivatives: quarrel, v. (q.v.), quarrel{l)-er, n.,

quarrel(l)-ing, adj., quarrel{l)-ing-ly , adv., quar-

rel-some, adj., quarrel-some-ly, adv., quarrel-

some-ness, n.

quarrel, intr. v., to engage in a quarrel. — Partly

fr. OF. quereler (F. quereller), partly fr. prec.

word.

quarrel, n., 1) arrow or bolt, formerly used with a

crossbow; 2) small diamond-shaped pane of

glass. — ME., fr. OF. quarel, quarrel (F. car-

reau), fr. ML. quadrellus, dimin. of quadrus,

'square'. See quadrate, adj., and -el.

quarry, n., anything hunted, prey. — ME. querre,

quirre, fr. OF. cuiree (F. curee), 'the spoil, quar-

ry', fr. cuir, 'hide, skin', fr. L. corium. The orig-

inal meaning of quarry was 'parts of a slain

animal placed on its hide as the hound's reward'.

See corium and cp. cortex, cuirass.

quarry, n., quarrel. — A later var. of 3rd

quarrel.

quarry, n., a place for excavating stones. — ME.
quarey, fr. earlier quarrere, fr. OF. quariere (F.

carriere), fr. Late L. quadrdria, fr. L. quadrdre,

'to square' (said also of stones). See quadrate, v.

Derivatives; quarry, tr. v., to excavate stones

from a quarry, quarri-ed, adj., quarri-er, n.,

quarry-ing, n.

quart, n., a measure for liquids. — ME., fr. MF.
(= F.) quarte (fem. of quart, 'fourth'), fr. L.

qudrta {pars), 'the fourth part', fr. qudrtus,

'fourth', prob. dissimilated from *q'"tur-tos, fr.

quattuor (for *q^et»or), 'four'. See four, foiuth,

andcp. quadrille, 'a game of cards'. Cp. also the

second element in tankard.

quart, n., 1) a position in fencing; 2) a sequence

of four cards of a suit.— F. quarte, subst. use of

quarte, fem. of quart, adj., 'fourth'. See prec.

word and carte.
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quartan, adj., 1) pertaining to the fourth; 2) oc-

curring every fourth day; n., fever recurring

every fourth day (counting both days of consec-

utive occurrence). — F. (fievre) quartaine, 'fe-

ver of the fourth day', fr. L. (febris) quartdna,

fern, of qudrtdnus, 'pertaining to the fourth; oc-

curring every fourth day', fr. qudrtus, 'fourth'.

See 1 St quart and -an.

quartation, n., process of alloying three parts of

silver with one of gold (assaying). -^ Formed

with suff. -ation fr. L. qudrtus, 'fourth'. See 1st

quart,

quartern.— ME.,fr. OF. (= F.) quartier, 'a fourth

part, quarter; district', fr. L. qudrtdrius, 'a fourth

part, quarter', fr. qudrtus. See 1st quart and adj.

suflf. -ary.

Derivatives ; quarter, tr. and intr. y., quarter-age,

n., quarter-ing, n. and adj., quarter-ly, adv., adj.

and n.

quartern, n., a measure. — ME. quarteroun,

quartrun, fr. OF. (= F.) quarteron, 'the quarter

(of a pound, etc.)', fr. quartier, 'a fourth part,

quarter'. See prec. word.

quartet, also quartette, n., 1) a group of four per-

sons ;2)esp.a group offour singers.—F. quartette,

fr. It. quartetto, dimin. of quarto, 'the fourth;

the fourth part", fr. L. qudrtus. See 1st quart and

-et, -ette.

quartic, adj., of the fourth degree. — Formed

with adj. suflf. -ic fr. L. qudrtus, 'fourth'. See

1st quart,

quartile, n., the aspect of two heavenly bodies

that are 90° distant from each other {archaic).—
ML. qudrtiUs, 'pertaining to the aspect of two

heavenly bodies that are 90° distant from each

other', fr. L. qudrtus, 'fourth'. See 1st quart and

-ile.

quartile, adj., pertaining to a quartile aspect. —
See quartile, n.

quarto, n., a size of paper. — Fr. L. in qudrtd, 'in

one fourth (of the original size)', abl. of qudrtus,

'fourth'. See 1st quart,

quartz, n., a crystalline mineral, SiO^. — G.

Quarz, fr. liwardy, a Western Slav, dialectal

equivalent of Pol. twardy, Czech and Slovak

tvrdy, 'quartz', prop, adjectives meaning 'hard',

used as nouns, and rel. to OSlav. tvruda, Lith.

tvirtas, 'hard', Lith. tveriii, Iverti, 'to seize, con-

tain', and prob. cogn. with Gk. aeipa, 'cord,

rope, string".

quartziferous, adj., containing quartz.—A hybrid

coined fr. quartz and L. ferre, 'to bear, carry';

see -ferous.

quartzite, n., a rock composed of quartz. — A
hybrid coined fr. quartz and subst. suflf. -ite.

quash, tr. v., to make void, annul. — ME. quas-

sen, fr. OF. quasser (F. casser), 'to break; to

annul, quash', fr. L. quassdre, 'to shake violent-

ly', freq. of quatere (pp. quassus), "to shake'

(whence -cutere in concutere, 'to shake violent-

ly', discutere, 'to shake violently, shatter, dash

to pieces', percutere, 'to pierce through'); see
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concuss, discuss, percuss); prob. fr. I.-E. base

*{s)qut-, 'to shake', whence also Lith. kuteti, 'to

shake up', kutrits, 'quick, swift, nimble', OS.

skuddian, 'to move violently', OHG. scutten,

scuten, scutilon, G. schiitteln, 'to shake', OE.

scddan, 'to hasten'. Cp. squash. Cp. also cascara,

casco, cassation, rescue, sagrada, sconcheon, and

the second element in fracas, fricasee. Cp. also

shudder,

quash, tr. v., to suppress. — ME. quashen, fr. OF.

quasser (F. casser). See prec. word.

quasi, adv., as if. — L. quasi, fr. *quam-si, com-

pounded of quam, 'as, as much as', and si, 'if.

For the first element see quantum, for the second

see nisi,

quasi-, combining form meaning 'as if, as it were'.

— Fr. L. quasi. See prec. word.

Quassia, n., a tropical plant. — Named after

Graman Quassi, a Surinam Negro, who was the

first to discover the medicinal properties of this

plant (in 1730).

quassin, also quassiin, n., a white crystalline, bit-

ter compound Cj^Hj^Og (chem.) — Formed

from prec. word with suflf. -in.

quater-, combining form meaning 'four times'. —
L., rel. to quattuor, 'four'. Cp. Avestic ca&rush,

OI. catuh, 'four times', and see quadri-.

quatercentenary, n., a four hundredth anniver-

sary. — Compounded of quater- and centenary,

quaternary, adj., consisting of four elements. —
L. quaterndrius, 'consisting of four each, con-

taining four', fr. quaterni, 'four together, four

each'. See quater- and adj. suflf. -ary and cp.

casern, quire, 'sheets of paper'.

Derivative: quaternary, n.

quaternate, adj., arranged in sets of four. —
Formed with adj. suflf. -aTe fr. L. quaterni. See

prec. word.

quaternion, n., a set of four things. — ME. qua-

ternioun, fr. Late L. quaternid, gen. -Onis, fr. L.

quaterni. See quaternary and cp. carillon.

Derivatives: qualernion-ic, adj.

quaternity, n., a group of four persons regarded

as one. — Late L. quaternitds, fr. L. quaterni.

See quaternary and -ity and cp. trinity.

quatorzaui, n., a poem of fourteen lines. — MF.

(= F.) quatorzaine, 'a group of fourteen', fr.

OF., 'a period of fourteen days', fr. quatorze,

'fourteen', fr. L. quattuordecim, 'fourteen', fr.

quattuor, 'four', and decern, 'ten'. See four and

ten and cp. quadri- and deci-.

quatrain, n., a four-lines stanza. — F., fr. quatre,

'four', fr. L. quattuor. See quadri- and cp. sex-

tain,

quatrefoil, n., a flower with four leaves. — ME.

quaterfoil, fr. OF. quatrefoil, 'four leaves', fr.

quatre, 'four', and foil, 'leaf, fr. L. folium. See

quadri- and folio and cp. foil, 'space in the

tracery of a window'.

quattrocento, n., ihe 15th cent., an important

period in Italian art and literature. — It., lit.

'four hundred', short for mil quattro cento, 'one
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thousand four hundred', as referring to the

period beginning with 1400. It. quattro derives

fr. L. quattuor, cento fr. L. centum. See quadri-

and cent and cp. cinquecento, trecento.

Derivatives: quattrocent-ism, n., quattrocent-

ist, n.

quaver, intr. and tr. v. — ME. quaveren, freq. of

quaven, which is prob. of imitative origin. Cp.

LG. quappig, 'puffy, swelled', Du. kwabbig,

'flabby', G. quabbeln, 'to wobble, shake, quake',

which all are imitative. Cp. also quiver, v.,

squab.

Derivatives: quaver, n., quaver-er, n., quaver-

ing, verbal n., quaver-ing-ly, adv., quaver-y, adj.

quay, n. — ME. kai, kei, fr. OF. chai (F. quai),

fr. Gaul, caio, 'circumvallation', which is rel. to

W. cae, 'fence, hedge', Co. ke, 'hedge', fr. I.-E.

base *quagh-, 'to encompass, enclose', whence

also L. caulae, 'hole, enclosure', ON. hagi, huge,

'pasture', OE. Iiaga, 'hedge'. See hedge and cp.

haw, 'enclosure'. The spelling quay is due to the

influence of F. quai.

Derivatives: quay, tr. v., quayage (q.v.)

quayage, n., charge for use of a quay. — F.

quayage, formed fr. quai with suflf. -age. See prec.

word.

quean, n., a woman (in a derogatory sense). —
ME. quene, quen, fr. OE. cwene, 'woman, female

serf, prostitute', rel. to OS., OHG. quena, ON.
kona, Goth, qino, 'woman, wife', OE. cwen,

'wife, woman, queen', fr. I.-E. *g'^end-, *g^iind,

'woman', whence also OI. jdnilj, 'wife', gna,

gand, 'wife of a god, goddess', Avestic jainish,

'wife', Toch. A sdm, B sno, 'wife'. Arm. kin (pi.

kanaik"), 'woman', Gk. yuvT), Boeot. [3ava,

'woman, wife', OSlav. zena, OPruss. genna,

genno, Olr. ben (for "g^end), 'woman'. Cp.

queen. Cp. also gyneco-, zenana, and the first ele-

ment in banshee,

queasy, adj., causing nausea; fastidious; over-

scrupulous. — Fr. ME. coisy, of uncertain ori-

gin ;
perh. connected with OF. coissier, 'to hurt',

or with ON. kveisa, 'whitlow, boil'.

Derivatives: queasi-ly, adv., queas-i-ness, n.

quebracho, n., any of several American trees,

distinguished by their very hard timber. — Sp.,

lit. 'breaking the axe', compounded of quebrar,

'to break', and hacha, 'axe'. The first element is

dissimilated fr. L. crepitdre, 'to crack, rattle';

see crepitate. The second element is a loan word

fr. Teut. *happya (cp. OHG. happa, 'axe'),

whence also F. hache, 'axe' ; see hatchet,

queen, n. — ME. quen, quene, 'queen', fr. OE.

cwen, 'wife, woman, queen', rel. to Goth, qens,

OS. qudn, 'wife', and to OE. cwene, 'woman'.

See quean.

Derivatives : queen, intr. and tr. v., queen-dom,

n., queen-hood, n., queen-less, adj., queen-like,

adj., queen-ly, adj., queen-li-ness, n.

queer, adj.— Prob. fr. G. quer, 'cross, transverse,

oblique; across, athwart', fr. MUG. twerch,

dwerch, fr. OHG. twerh, dwerah (in the Middle

German of the 14th cent., orig. tw- became qu-);

rel. to OE. pweorh, 'cross, perverse'; fr. I.-E.

base *twereq-, 'to turn, twist, wind'. See thwart

and cp. torque. For sense development cp. G.

Querkopf, 'queer, wrong-headed fellow'.

Derivatives: queer, n. and tr. v., queer-ish, adj.,

queer-ly, adv., queer-ness, n.

quelch, intr. v. — A blend of quench and squelch,

quell, tr. v., to put down, subdue; calm, quiet. —
ME. quellen, 'to kill, strike', fr. OE. cwellan,

causative of cwelan, 'to die', rel. to OS. quellian,

'to torture, kill', ON. kvelja, Swed. kvdlja, 'to

torment, torture', MDu. quelen, Du. kwellen, 'to

vex, tease, torment', OHG. quellan, MHG.
queln, 'to suffer pain', G. qudlen, 'to torment,

torture', and to OE. cwalu, 'killing, violent

death, destruction', cwealm, 'killing, murder,

death', ON. kvdl, Dan., Swed. kval, 'torment,

torture', MDu. qudle, Du. kwaal, 'complaint,

disease', OHG. qudla, MHG. qudle, kale, G.

Quai, 'pain, torment'. These Teut. words are

cogn. with Arm. kelem, 'I torture', OSlav. zali,

'pain', OPruss. golis, 'death', Lith. galas, 'end',

geld, 'agony', gelti, 'to prick, sting'. Cp. kill,

qualm.

Derivatives: queller (q.v.), quell-able, adj.

queller, n., one that quells. — ME., fr. OE. cwel-

lere, 'killer', fr. cwellan. See prec. word and

agential suff". -er.

quench, tr. v., to extinguish. — ME. quenchen, fr.

OE. cwencan, in dcwencan, 'to extinguish', caus-

ative of cwincan, 'to be extinguished, disappear',

rel. to OFris. kwinka, of s.m. Cp. quelch.

Derivatives: quench, n., quench-able, adj.,

quench-er, n., quench-less, adj., quench-less-ly,

adv., quench-less-ness, n.

quenelle, n., a ball of minced chicken. — F., bor-

rowed fr. G. Knddel, 'dumpling', fr. MHG.
knddel, dimin. of knode, 'knot', which is related

to E. knot. See knot, 'bow, tie'.

Quentin, also Quintin, n., masc. PN. — F. Quen-

tin, fr. L. Quin(c)tidnus, Quin(c)tJnus, fr. quintus,

'the fifth'. See quint and -in.

quercetin, n., a yellow crystalline compound,

CjjHjjO, + H^O (chem.) — Formed with suflf.

-in fr. L. quercetum, 'oak forest', fr. quercus,

'oak'. See Quercus and cp. quercitron. For the

suflf. -etum cp. L. arboretum, 'a place grown with

trees', fr. arbor, 'tree' (see arboretum).

quercine, adj., pertaining to oaks. — Late L.

quercinus, fr. L. quercus, 'oak'. See Quercus and

-ine (representing L. -inus).

quercitrin, n., a yellow, crystalline glucoside,

CjiHjoOn -f 2HjO {chem.) — Formed from

next word.

quercitron, n., the black oak. — Contraction of

querci-citron (see haplology), which is com-

pounded of L. quercus, 'oak' (see Quercus), and

citron.

Quercus, n., a genus of trees, the oak {hot.) — L.,

'the oak', for *perq^u-s; cogn. with Oti.fura,

OE. furh, 'fir'. See fir and cp. words there re-
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ferred to. In L. quercus the original p- has been

assimilated to the k of the following syllable;

cp. Gk. TtivTS and L. quinque, 'five', Gk. Ttsaaoj

and L. coquo, 'I cook' (see quinque and cook).

querido, fern, querida, adj. and n., dear, darling.

— Sp., pp. of querer, 'to wish, desire, love,

cherish', fr. L. quaerere, 'to seek, search for; to

ask, inquire'. See query and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

querimonious, adj., querulous. — ML. querimo-

niosus, fr. X,. querimonia, 'complaint', fr. querl,

'to complain'; see quarrel, 'dispute'. For the L.

suff. -mania see -mony and cp. words there re-

ferred to, for the ending see suff. -ous.

Derivatives: querimonious-ly, adv., querimo-

nious-ness, n.

querist, n., one who inquires. — Formed fr.

query with suff. -ist.

quern, n., a primitive hand mill. — ME. querne,

fr. OE. cweorn, rel. to ON. kvern, Dan. kvsern,

Swed. qvarn, OFris. quern, Du. kweern, OHG.
quirn, chwirna, Goth, qairnus (in asiluqairnus),

and cogn. with OI. grdvd, 'stone to crush the

soma'. Arm. erkan, 'millstone', Lith. girna,

'millstone', girnos (pi.), 'hand mill', Lett.

dzifnas (pi.), OPruss. girnoywis (pi.), of s.m.,

OSlav. irUnHvi (pi.), 'mill', Olr. brdo, bro, W.
breuan, OCo. brou, 'hand mill'.

querulous, adj., fretful. — ML. querulosus, fr. L.

querulus, 'complaining', fr. quert, 'to complain'.

See quarrel, 'dispute', and -ous.

Derivatives: querulous-ly, adv., querutous-ness,

n.

query, n. — Anglicized fr. L. quaere, imper. of

quaerere, 'to seek, ask', which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. quaere. Cp. also acquire, acquisition,

conquer, conquest, disquisition, exquisite, in-

quest, inquire, inquisition, inquisitive, perquisite,

prerequisite, quaestor, querido, quest, question,

request, require, requisite, requisition.

Derivatives: querist, n. (q.v.), query, tr. and intr.

v., query-ing-ly, adv.

quest, n. — ME. queste, fr. OF. queste (F. quite),

prop, 'the act of seeking', VL. quaesita, for L.

quaesita, fem. pp. of quaerere, 'to seek, ask',

used as a noun.

quest, intr. and tr. v. — ME. questen, fr. MF.

quester, fr. OF. queste. See quest, n.

Derivative: quest-er, n.

question, n. — ME. questioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

question, fr. L. quaestidnem, ace. ofquaestio, 'in-

quiry, question', fr. quaerere (pp. quaesUus), 'to

seek, ask'. See query and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending see suff. -ion.

question, tr. and intr. v. — MF. (= F.) question-

ner, fr. question. See question, n.

Derivatives: question-able, adj., question-abil-

ity, n.,question-able-ness,n.,question-abl-y,ad\.,

questionary (q.v.), question-er, n., question-ing-

ly, adv., question-less, adj. and adv.

questionary, adj., 1)having the form ofa question

;

2) asking questions. — Late L. quaestiondrius.
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fr. L. quaestid. See question, n., and adj. suff. -ary.

questionary, n., a questionnaire.— Either fr. ML.
quaestidndrium, queslidndrium (prop. neut. of

the Late L. adj. quaestiondrius, used as a noun,

see questionary, adj.), or fr. F. questionnaire (see

next word).

questionnaire, n., a list of formal questions. — F.,

'list, set of questions, questionnaire', fr. ques-

tion. See question, n., and 2nd subst. suff. -ary.

quetzal, n., 1) name of a bird of brilliant plumage

in Central America; 2) the monetary unit of

Guatemala. — Amer. Sp., fr. Nahuatl quetzalli,

lit. 'tail feather'.

queue, n., 1) {her.) the tail of a beast; 2) plait of

hair worn hanging down behind ; pigtail ; 3) a

line of persons waiting for their turn. — MF.
(= F.), fr. OF. coe, fr. L. coda, secondary form

oi Cauda, 'tail'. See caudal and cp. cue, 'tail'.

Derivative: queue, intr. v.

quibble, n., a petty evasion. — Dimin. of obsol.

quib, fr. L. quibus, dat. or abl. pi. of qui, 'who,

which', used frequently in legal documents. See

who, what and cp. quid, 'essence', quiddity.

Derivatives: quibble, intr. v., quibbl-er, n.

quick, adj., 1) living, alive (archaic); 2) rapid,

swift; 3) prompt; done promptly; 4) alert. —
ME. quik, quike, 'alive, lively', fr. OE. cwicu,

'living, alive', rel. to OS., OFris. quik, ON.
kvikr, 'living, alive', Du. kwi(.e)k, 'lively, bright,

sprightly', OHG. quec, chec, cheh, MHG. queck,

kec, 'lively', G. keck, 'bold', fr. Teut. *q^iq^a-,

'living, alive', fr. l.-E. 'g'^igwos, fr. base *g"ei-,

'to live', whence Goth. *qius, gen. qiwis, 'alive',

OI. jlvah, 'alive', jUati, Avestic jvaiti, 'lives',

OPers.ifva-, 'living', Gk. [3ioi: (prob. for *pifoi;,

fr. I.-E. *g"ivios), 'life,Jhe course of life', t^TJv

(fr. l.-E. *gwie-), 'to live", ^for], 'life', L. vims,

(for •g"'iH'Os), 'living', vfvo, mere (for "g'^iv/d),

'to live', vita (for "g^iwitd), 'life", OSlav. zivq,

iiti, 'to live', iivu, 'alive', ii\otu, 'life', Lith.

gyvas, 'living, alive', gyvatd "(eternal) life', Olr.

biu, beo, W., Co. byw, Bret, beo, 'alive', Olr.

beothu, belhu (for *hiwoiat-), 'life", biad, 'means

of life', Olr. bith,^. byd, 'world', Toch. A fol,

B (aul, 'life', A so^i, B sais^e, 'people' (lit. 'the

living ones'), Bfa>'a/;j, 'he lives'. Arm. keam(foT

*g^iya), '1 live'. Hitt. huish- is not cognate. Cp.

quitch. Cp. also bio-, hygiene, jiva, vital and words

there referred to. Cp. also zodiac, zoetic, zoo-

and the second element in usquebaugh, whisky.

Derivatives : quick, adv. and n., quick-en, tr. and

intr. v., quick-ly, adv., quick-ness, n.

quick, tr. and intr. v. — ME. quiken, fr. OE.

cwician, fr. cwicu, 'living, alive". See quick, adj.

quicksilver, n.— ME. quiksilver, fr. OE. cwicseol-

for, lit. 'quick (i.e. living) silver', loan transla-

tion of L. argentum vlvum, 'mercury', whence

also MDu. quicsilver (Du. kwikziher), OHG.
quecsilbar (MHG., G. quecksilber) and It. ar-

gento vivo, F. vif-argent. See quick and silver.

Derivatives: quicksilver, tr. v., quicksilver-ing,

n., quicksilver-y, adj.

quid, n., for chewing.— ME. quide, 'cud', fr. OE.

cwidu. See cud.

Derivative: quid, tr. and intr. v., quidd-er, n.

quid, n., essence, quiddity. — L., 'what, some-

thing, anything', neut. ofquis, 'who', cogn. with

OE. hwd, 'who', hwset, 'what'. See who, what,

and cp. quibble, quiddity, quiddle, quip.

quid, n., pound sterling, sovereign {Brit. Slang).

— Of uncertain origin; possibly fr. L. quid,

'what, something, anything'. See quid, 'essence'.

quiddity, n., 1) the essence of a thing; 2) quibble.

— ML. quidditds, lit. 'whatness', formed fr. L.

quid, 'what', on analogy of qudlitds, 'quality'.

See quid, 'essence', and -ity and cp. quiddle.

quiddle, intr. v., to trifle. — Prob. formed fr.

quid, 'essence, quiddity', on analogy of verbs

like piddle, twiddle, etc.

Derivative: quiddl-er, n.

quid pro quo, something for something. — Latin.

See quid, 'essence, quiddity', and pro-,

quiesce, intr. v., to become quiet. — L. quiescere,

'to rest, repose", an inchoative verb formed fr.

quies, gen. quietis, 'rest'. See quiet, n. and -esce

and cp. acquiesce,

quiescence, quiescency, n. — Late L. quiescentia,

fr. L. quiescens, gen. -entis. See next word and

-ce, resp. -cy.

quiescent, adj., quiet, still. — L. quiescens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of quiescere, 'to rest, repose'.

See quiesce and -ent.

Derivative: quiescent-ly, adv.

quiet, n. — ME., fr. L. quies, gen. quietis, 'rest,

repose, quiet", fr. I.-E. base 'q'^eye-, *q^i(y)e-,

'to rest, repose, be comfortable', whence also

the second element in L. tranquillus (for *trans-

quilnos), 'quiet, still', and Goth, tveila, OE.

hwil, 'space of time'. See while and cp. acquiesce,

acquit, coy, quiet, adj., quietus, quite, quittance,

acquiesce, acquit, requiem, tranquil,

quiet, adj. — Fr. L. quietus, 'calm, at rest', fr.

quies, gen. quietis, 'rest'. See quiet, n.

Derivatives: quiet-en, tr. and intr. v., quiet-ly,

adv., quiet-ness, n.

quiet, tr. v., to cause to be quiet; intr. v., to be-

come quiet. — L. quietdre, 'to quiet, calm", fr.

L. quies, gen. quietis. See quiet, n.

Derivative: quiet-ive, adj.

quietism, n., a religious movement based on

mysticism, founded by Molinos (1640-97), a

Spanish priest, in Rome. — It. quietismo, lit.

'passiveness', fr. quieto, 'calm, at rest', fr. L.

quietus. See quiet, adj., and -ism.

quietist, n., an adherent of quietism. — See prec.

word and -ist.

Derivative: quietist-ic, adj.

quietude, n., quietness. — MF. (= F.) quietude,

fr. Late L. quietudo, 'quietude', fr. L. quietus.

See quiet, adj., and -ude.

quietus, n., final acquittance; death. — Fr. ML.
phrase quietus est, 'he is quit', fr. L. quietus. See

quiet, adj.

quill, n., the hollow stem of a feather. — ME.

quil, rel. to LG. quiele, MHG. kil, G. Kiel; of

unknown origin.

Derivatives: quill, tr. v., to fold into rolls re-

sembling a quill, quill-ed, adj., quill-er, n., quill-

ing, n.

quillet, n., a quibble (archaic).— Prob. a corrup-

tion of L. quidlibet, 'what you please', fr. quid,

'what' (see quid, 'essence') and libet, 'it pleases'.

See libidinous and cp. quodlibet.

quilt, n., padded or lined bed covering. — ME.
quilte, fr. OF. coilte, cuilte, 'quilt, mattress', fr.

L. culcita, 'a sack filled with feathers, wool, etc.,

mattress, bolster', which is perh. cogn. with OI.

kSrcdh, 'bunch, tuft of grass'. Cp. counterpane,

coutil, cushion, quoit.

Derivatives: quilt, tr. v., quilt-ed, adj., quilt-er,

n., quilt-ing, n.

quin-, form of quino- before a vowel.

quinary, adj., arranged in fives. — L. qulndrius,

'consisting of five, containing five', fr. quini, 'five

each', which is rel. to quinque, 'five'. See quinque-

and adj. suff. -ary.

quinate, adj., composed of five leaflets (bat.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. quini, 'five

each'. See prec. word.

quinate, n., quinic acid {chem.) — Formed with

chem. suff. -ate fr. Sp. quina. See quinine,

quince, n. — ME. quynce, pi. of quyne, quine, fr.

OF. cooin, coin (F. coing), fr. VL. coddneum, fr.

L. cotdneum (scil. malum), a collateral form of

cyddnium (malum), fr. Gk. xuSciviov [xaXov

(lit. 'apple of Cydonia'), popular transformation

of xuSotiaXov, 'quince'. This latter word was

interpreted as a compound xuS6-|xaXov and its

first elementassociatedwithKuStovta, a town on

the north coast of Crete, as if KuSoaaXov

meant 'apple of Cydonia". In reality, however,

xu86(j.aXov is a loan word from an ancient lan-

guage of Asia Minor and was brought from

Greece to Italy through the medium of the

Etruscans. Cp. Kutuviov, a town in Lydia, lit.

'Quince Town', It. cotogno, OProvenQ. codonh,

Catal. codony, OHG. quitina (MHG. quiten, G.

Quilte), 'quince', which are all borrowed ult. fr.

Gk. /«u86|iaXov. Cp. Cotoneaster, Cydonia, and

the second element in melocoton.

quincentenary, adj., pertaining to five hundred

years; n., a five-hundredth anniversary. — Ir-

regular formation fr. L. quinque, 'five' (see quin-

que-) and centenary, 'a period of a hundred

years'. Cp. quingentenary.

quincuncial, adj., of the form of a quincunx.— L.

quincuncidlis, fr. quincunx, gen. quincuncis. See

next word and adj. suff. -al.

quincunx, n., an arrangement of five objects so

that one is at each corner of a square and one in

the middle. — L. quincunx, gen. quinquncis, 'five

twelfths', abbreviation of *quinqu(e)-uncis, 'five

twelfths', fr. quinque, 'five', and uncia, 'ounce'.

See quinque-, ounce, 'a weight', and cp. uncia.

quinetum, n. , a mixture of alkaloids from the bark

of red cinchona (pharm.) — Coined by the
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Dutch scientist Dr. De Vrij fr. quin- and L.

-etum, a suff. denoting a group of plants, as in

arboretum, 'a place grown with trees' (see arbo-

returri).

quingentenary, adj. and n., quincentenary. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ary fr. L. quingenti, 'five

hundred', on analogy of centen-ary, 'a period of

a hundred years'. See quinque- and cp. quincen-

tenary.

quinic, adj., pertaining to quinine. — Formed

from quinine with adj. suff. -ic.

quinicine, n., a poisonous alkaloid, Cj^Hj^NjO^

(chem.)— F., coined by the French chemist and

bacteriologist Louis Pasteur (1822-95) in 1853

fr. quinic (in quinic acid) and chem. suflF. -ine.

quinidine, quinidin, n., a crystalline alkaloid,

C^oHjjNjOj {chem.) — A derivative of quinine.

quinine, n. — Sp. quina, short for quinquina, 'cin-

chona bark', fr. Quechua quinquina, of s.m. For

the ending see chem. suff. -ine.

Derivatives: quin-ism, n., quinin-ize, tr. v.

quino-, before a vowel quin-, combining form de-

noting: 1) cinchona bark; 2) quinic acid; 3)

quinoline; 4) quinone.— Fr. Sp. quina, 'cinchona

bark'. See quinine.

quinoline, n., an oily nitrogenous base, C^HjN

(chem.) — F. quinoleine, coined by the French

chemist Charles-Frederic Gerhardt (1 8 1 6-56) fr.

quin-, -ol(fr. L. oleum, 'oil'), and chem. suff. -ine.

quinone, n., either of two isomeric compounds,

CjHjO^ (chem.) — Formed from the first syl-

lable of quinic (acid) and suff. -one.

Derivatives: quinon-ize, tr. v., quinon-iz-ation, n.

quinonoid, adj., resembling quinone. — Com-

pounded of prec. word and Gk. -oeiSt]?, 'like',

fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

quinqu-, form of quinque- before a vowel.

quinquagenarian, adj., fifty years old; n., a quin-

quagenarian person. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. quinquagenarius, 'fifty years old'. See next

word.

quinquagenary, adj., fifty years old. — L. quin-

quagenarius, 'fifty years old', fr. quinqudgeni,

'fifty each', fr. quinquagintd, 'fifty', which is

formed fr. quinque, 'five', with -gintS, a suff. de-

noting tens. This suff. is cogn. with Gk. -xovra

inTpia-y.ovTX, 'thirty', Tsaaapa-xoMTa, 'forty',

etc. See five. For the etymology of Gk. suff.

-xovra, L. suff. -gintS, see penteconta-. For the

ending of quinquagenary see adj. suff. -ary.

Quinquagesima, n., the Sunday before Lent (£c-

cles.) — ML. quinquagesima (scil. dies), 'the

fiftieth day', fern, of L. qulnqudgesimus, 'fiftieth',

fr. quinquagintd, 'fifty'. See quinquagenary.

quinquangular, adj., having five angles. — Com-
pounded of quinque- and angular.

quinque-, before a vowel quinqu-, combining form

meaning 'five". — L., fr. quinque, fr. l.-E.

"penq^e, with assimilation of the initial/)- to the

following -q-. See fire and cp. penta-. Co. also

ciiiq(ue), keno.

quinquennial, adj., 1) occurring once every five

years; 2) lasting five years. — Formed fr. L.

quinquenndlis, 'that takes place every fifth year"

(but influenced in form by biennial), fr. quin-

quennis, 'of five years'. See quinque- and annual.

For the change of Latin a (in annus) to e (in

qulnq-gnnis) see accent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivative: quinquennial-ly, adv.

quinquennium, n., a period of five years. — L.

quinquennium, fr. qulnquennis, 'of five years'. See

prec. word.

quinquereme, n., a galley having five banks of

oars. — L. quinqueremis, fr. quinque, 'five', and

remus, 'oar'. See quinque- and bireme and cp.

words there referred to.

quinquevalence, quinquevalency, n., state of being

quinquevalent (chem.) — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

quinquevalent, adj., having a valence of five

(chem.) — Compounded of quinque- and L.

valens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of valere, 'to have

power' (see -valent) ; prop, loan translation of G.

funfwertig, which is compounded offiinf, 'five',

and Wert, 'value'. Cp. pentavalent.

quinquina, n., cinchona. — Sp., fr. Quechua quin-

quina. See quinine,

quinsy, n. — ME. quinesie, quinsie, fr. MF. qui-

nancie (F. esquinancie), fr. ML. cynanche, fr. Gk.

xuvayx''): 'sore throat', lit. 'dog quinsy', fr.

x'icov, gen. xuvoi;, 'dog', and ay/Eiv, 'to squeeze

(esp. the throat), throttle, strangle', which is

cogn. with L. angere, 'to press together, throttle,

torment'. See hound and anger and cp. cynanche,

squinancy.

quint, n.— F. quinte, 'quint' (fern. o( quint, 'fifth'),

fr. L. quinta (pars), 'a fifth (part)', fem. of quin-

tus, 'fifth', which is rel. to quinque, 'five'. See

five, fifth and cp. quinque-, Quentin.

quintain, n. (hist.), 1) an object used for tilting;

2) the sport of tilting pursued at a quintain. —
OF. quintaine, fr. ML. quintana, fr. L. quintdna

(via), 'a street in a camp which intersected the

tents of two legions in such a manner as to sep-

arate the fifth maniple from the sixth and the

fifth turma from the sixth', from quintdnus, 'the

fifth in order', fr. quintus, 'fifth'. See quint and

cp. quintan,

quintal, n., a weight. — F., fr. ML. quintdle, fr.

Arab, qintdr. See kantar and cp. kilderkin,

quintan, adj., occurring every fifth day; n., fever

recurring every fifth day (counting both days of

consecutive occurrence).— h. quintdnus, 'fifth in

order', fr. quintus, 'fifth'. See quint and cp.

quintain,

quinte, n., a thrust or parry, fifth in order (fenc-

ing) — F. See quint,

quintessence, n., pure essence. — F., fr. ML.
quinta essentia, 'the fifth (i.e. the finest) essence

or element', loan translation of Gk. TrejiTT-rij

ouaia. See quint r^nd essence,

quintessential, adj. — Formed fr. prec. word with

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : quintessential-ity, n., quintessential-

ly, adv.

quintet, also quintette, n. — F. quintette, fr. It.

quintette, dimin. of quinto, 'fifth', fr. L. quintus.

See quint and -et, -ette.

quintillion, n., 1) in the United States and France,

the cube of a miUion (i.e. 1 followed by 18

zeros) ; in Great Britain and Germany, the fifth

power of a million (i.e. 1 followed by 30 zeros).

— F., formed fr. L. quintus, 'fifth' (see quint), on

analogy of million (q.v.) Cp. billion and words

there referred to.

quintuple, adj., fivefold. — MF. (= F.), fr. Late

L. quintuplex, 'fivefold', compounded oi quintus,

'fifth', and -plex, gen. -plicis, '-fold', which is

related to the stem of plicdre, 'to fold'. See ply,

'to bend', and cp. next word.

Derivatives: quintuple, n. and tr. and intr. v.,

quintupl-et, n.

qnintuplicate, adj. and n. — Formed fr. quintuple

on analogy of duplicate.

Derivative: quintuplicat-ion, n.

quip, n., a jest, sarcastic remark. — Fr. earlier

quippy, fr. L. quippe, 'forsooth, indeed' (used in

an ironical sense), which stands for *quidpe, fr.

quid, 'what' (see quid, 'essence'), and the em-

phatic particle -pe. Cp. Lith. kai-p, 'as', whose

two elements are cognate with L. quid, resp. -pe.

Derivatives: quip, tr. v., quipp-er, n., quipp-ish,

adj., quipp-ish-ness, n.

quipu, n., a method used by the ancient Peruvians

to record facts by means of colored cords.— Fr.

Quechua quipu, 'knot'.

quire, n., 24 (sometimes 25) sheets of paper. —
ME. quaer, quair, orig. 'four sheets of paper', fr.

OF. quaier, quaer, caier, caer (F. cahier), fr. VL.

quaternum, 'four sheets (of paper)' (whence also

It. quaderno, Sp. cuaderno), fr. L. quaterni, 'four

together, four each', fr. quattuor, 'four'. See

quaternary and cp. cahier.

Derivative: quire, tr. v.

quire, n. — A var. spelling of choir.

Quirinal, n., 1) one of the seven hills of Rome ; 2)

the Italian civil government. — L. mons Quiri-

ndlis, fr. Quirinus. See Quirinus.

Quirinus, n., an ancient god of war (Roman

mythol.) — L. Quirinus, rel. to Quirites. See

Qulrites.

Quirites, n. pi., the citizens of the Roman nation.

— L. Quirites, 'Roman citizens' (orig. 'the in-

habitants of the Sabine town Cwrei), pi. ofQuiris

= Curls, a name which possibly derives from the

contraction of *co-^iriom, 'the whole of citi-

zens', fr. CO-, 'together', and vir, gen. viri, 'man'.

See CO- and virile and cp. Quirinal, Quirinus. Cp.

also cry.

quirk, n., a sudden turn. — Of unknown origin.

Derivatives: quirk, tr. and intr. v., quirk-y, adj.

quirt, n., a riding whip with a short handle and a

braided leather lash. — Mexican Sp. cuarta,

'rope', rel. to Sp. cuerda, 'rope', fr. L. corda, fr.

Gk. xop^'^i- See chord.

Derivative: quirt, tr. v.

quisling, n., a traitor. — Named after Vidkun

Quisling, the notorious Norwegian traitor in

World War II.

Derivative: quisling-ism, n.

quit, tr. and intr. v. — ME. quiten, fr. OF. quiter,

fr. ML. quitdre, quittdre, 'to set free', fr. quitus,

quittus, 'at rest, free from work, free', fr. L.

quietus, 'at rest'. See quiet, adj., and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also acquit.

Derivative: quitt-er, n.

quit, adj. — ME. quit, quite, fr. OF. quite, quitte,

fr. ML. quitus, quittus. See prec. word.

quitch, n., also quitch grass. — ME. *quicche, fr.

OE. cwice, rel. to Dan. kvikker, Norw. kvika,

MDu. queke, Du. kweek, G. Quecke, fr. Teut.

*q^iq^a-, 'living' (see quick, adj.); so called in

allusion to the vitality of this plant. Cp. couch

grass,

quite, adv.— ME., fr. the adj. quite, 'free'. See

quit, adj.

quits, adj. — ME., fr. ML. quitus, quittus. See

quit, adj.

quittance, n., release. — ME. quitance, fr. OF.

quitance (F. quittance), fr. quiter. See quit, v.,

and -ance.

quittor, n., an inflammatory disease of the feet of

horses, asses and mules (veter.) — ME. quiture,

fr. OF. coiture, culture, 'a cooking, burning', fr.

L. coctura, fr. coctus, pp. of coquere, 'to cook'.

See cook.

quiver, intr. v., to tremble; tr. v., to cause to

quiver. — A var. of quaver (q.v.)

Derivatives: quiver, n., quiver-ing, adj.

quiver, n., a case for holding arrows. — ME., fr.

AF. quiveir, fr. OF. quivre (also cuivre, cuevre),

which is prob. of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. kochar,

kochdri, OE. cocur, cocer, 'quiver', and see

cocker, 'quiver'.

qui vive, a sentinel's challenge corresponding to

E. 'Who goes there?' — F., lit. "(long) live

who ?" fr. qui, 'who' ( fr. L. qui) and pres. subj.

of vivre, 'to live" (fr. L. vivere). See who and

vital.

quixotic, also quixotical, adj., like Don Quixote;

extravagantly chivalrous. — Fr. Sp. Don Qui-

xote, name of the hero of Cervantes' famous

satirical romance, fr. quixote (new spelling:

quijote), 'thigh', fr. L. coxa (see coxa, cuisse).

For the ending see suff. -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: quixotic-al-ly, adv.

quixotism, n., extravagant chivalry. — See prec.

word and -ism.

quixotry, n., quixotism. — See quixotic and -ry.

quiz, n., 1) an odd-looking person (rare); 2) a

practical joke; 3) a questioning. — Of uncertain

origin. According to Crowther's Encyclopaedia

of Phrases and Origins, p. 110, this word owes

its existence to a wager laid down in 1780 by

Daley, the manager of a Dublin theater, who

bet that he would introduce a new word into

the English language. The new word was written



on the walls of most houses in Dublin. Every-

where in the streets people tried to find out the

meaning of the mysterious word never heard

before. The word was quiz.

Derivatives: quiz, tr. and intr. v., quizz-ee, n.,

quizz-er, n., quizz-ic-al, adj., quizz-ic-al-ly, adv.,

quizz-ic-al-ity, n., quizz-ic-al-ness, n.

quoad, prep., so far as. — L., compounded of

quo-ad, fr. quo, 'whither', and ad, 'toward, to'.

The first element is prop, the abl. of quis, 'who',

qui, 'who, which' ; see who. For the second ele-

ment see ad-.

quod, 'which', in L. phrases, as e.g. quod vide (ab-

breviated q.v.), 'which see', quod erat demon-

strandum (Q.E.D.), 'which was to be demon-

strated". — L., neut. oi qui, 'who, which' ; cogn.

with OE. hwa, 'who'. See who.

quod, n., prison (Brit. Slang). — A var. of quad,

abbreviation of quadrangle, hence lit. 'a four-

angled court enclosed by buildings or a fence'.

Derivative: quod, tr. v., to put in prison.

quodlibet, n., a nicety, subtlety. — L., 'what you

please", compounded of quod, 'what', and libet,

'it pleases'. See quod, 'which', and libidinous,

and cp. quillet.

Derivatives: quodlibet-arian, n., quodlibet-ic,

quodlibet-ic-al, adjs., quodlibet-ic-al-ly, adv.

quoif, n. — A var. of coif.

quoin, n., wedge. — A var. of coin.

Derivatives: quoin, tr. v., quoin-ing, n.

quoit, n., an iron disk; quoits (pi., but construed

as a sing.), a ring for throwing at a peg. — ME.
coite, fr. OF. coite, which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: quoit, tr. and intr. v., quoit-er, n.

quondam, adj., former. — L., 'formerly', for

*quom-dam, fr. quoni, cum, 'when, as", prop, an-

cient ace. of qui, 'who, which' (see who), and the

emphatic suff. -dam, which appears also in qui-

dam, 'somebody', and is rel. to the sufi". -de and

the prep, de, 'of, from' (see de-).

quorum, n., the minimum number of members
necessary for the transaction of business at an

assembly. — L. quorum, 'of whom", gen. pi. of

qui, 'who', which is cogn. with OE. hwd, 'who'

(see who) ; so called from the first word of the

commission issued to certain justices in Eng-

land: quorum aliquem vestrum ... unum (duos,

tres, etc.) esse volumus ('of whom we wish one,

two, three, etc., of you to be").

quota, n., proportional share. — ML., short for

L. quotapars, 'how great a part', fem. of quotus,

'which in order or number', fr. quot, 'how

many', which is short for *quoti and is cogn.

with OI. kdti, Hitt. kuwatta, 'how many ?', Gk.

TtoCToi;. Lesbian 7c6(jcto?, Ion. v.6<5oc, (for *pot^os),

'which (of a given number)?', all from the

pronominal base *k^o-, whence also who (q.v.)

Cp. quotation, quote, quotient, the first ele-

ment in quotidian and the second element in

aliquot.

quotation, n. — ML. quotdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

quotdtus, pp. of quotdre. See next word and

-ation.

Derivatives: quotation-al, adj., quotation-al-ly,

adv., quotation-ist, n.

quote, tr. and intr. v. — ML. quotdre, 'to mark
off the number of chapters', fr. L. quotus. See

quota.

Derivatives: quot-able, adj., quot-abil-ity, n.,

quot-able-ness, n., quot-abl-y, adv., quotation

(q.v.), quot-ative, adj., quot-ative-ly, adv., quote,

n., quotation, quotation mark.

quoth, tr. v., said. — ME., past of quethen, 'to

speak, say', fr. OE. cwedan, 'to speak, say', rel.

to OS. quethan, ON. kveda, OFris. quetha, OHG.
quedan, Goth, qipan. Cp. bequeath, t)equest.

Quoth was influenced in form by quote.

quotha, interj. (archaic). — ME. quoth ha, 'said

he', fr. quoth and ha, the unstressed form of ME.
he, 'he". See he.

quotidian, adj., occurring every day, daily. —
ME., fr. OF. cotidian (F. quotidien), fr. L. quoti-

didnus, 'daily', fr. quoti-, fr. quotus, 'which in

order or number", and dies, 'day'. See quota and

dies non.

Derivatives: quotidian, n., quotidian-ly, adv.,

quotidian-ness, n.

quotient, n., the number of times one quantity is

contained in another. — L. quotiens, quoties,

'how often, how many times', fr. quot, 'how

many" (see quota). The adv. quotiens was treated

as if it were an adj. or noun of the 3rd declen-

sion (i.e. with a genitive *quotientis).

quo warranto, n., a writ commanding a person to

show 'by what warrant', he is holding an office.

— ML., 'by what warrant', fr. abl. of L. qui,

'which" (see who), and abl. of Latinized E.

warrant.

R
raad, n., legislative body in the former Orange

Free State.— Du. raad, 'advice, counsel; coun-

cil', fr. MDu. rait, rxd, rel. to OE. rSd, OS. rdd,

ON. rdd, OFris. red, OHG., MHG. rat, G. Sat,

'advice, council', OE. rxdan, 'to advise, counsel,

discuss, deliberate, guess, interpret, read'. See

read and cp. the second element in Volksraad.

rabban, n., distinguishing title given to patriarchs

and the presidents of the Sanhedrin since the

time of Gamaliel the Elder, who was the first to

bear this title.— Aram, rabban, lit. 'our teacher',

fr. rabh, 'master, teacher', which is rel. to

Mishnaic Heb. rabh, of s.m. See rahbi.

rabbet, n., a groove cut out of the edge of z.t(^-

iVm%(carpentry).— ME. rabet, fr. OF. (= F.)

rabat, 'a beating back', back formation fr. ra-

battre, 'to beat back'. See rebate, v.

Derivative: rabbet, tr. v.

rabbi, n. — Late L., fr. Gk. paP^t, fr. Mishnaic

Heb. rabbi, 'my master', title of respect, formed

with -f, pronom. suff. of the 1st person in the

singular, fr. rabh, 'chief, master, teacher', which

derives fr. Heb. rabh, 'much, many, great', from

stem r-b-b, 'to be great or numerous', whence

also robh, 'multitude, abundance, greatness',

r^bhabha^, 'multitude, ten thousand, myriad",

ribbo, 'ten thousand, myriad', Heb. rabh is rel.

to Aram.-Syr. rabh, 'great; chief, master, teach-

er', Akkad. rab, 'chief, captain', Arab, rabba,

'was great or dense', rabb, 'master', Ethiop.

rabdba, 'it spread'. Cp. rabban, the second word

in Ahahah Rabba and the first element in

Jeroboam, Rabmag and Rabshakeh.

rabbin, n., rabbi. — F. rabbin or ML. rabbinus,

fr. Late L. rabbi. See rabbi.

rabbinate, n., the office of a rabbi. — Formed fr.

rabbin with subst. suff. -ate.

rabbinic, rabbinical, adj. — F. rabbinique, fr. rab-

bin, 'rabbi'. See rabbin and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: rabbinic-al-ly, adv.

rabbinism, n., the whole of the teaching of the

rabbis. — Formed fr. rabbin with suff. -ism. Cp.

F. rabbinisme.

rabbinist, or rabbinite, n., a Jew adhering to the

oral laws laid down in the Talmud and to the

traditions of the rabbis, in opposition to the

Karaites. — Formed fr. rabbin with suff. -ist,

resp. subst. suff. -ite.

Derivatives: rabbinist-ic, rabbinist-ic-al, adjs.

rabbit, n. — ME. rabet, 'young of the cony', of

uncertain origin. It derives perh. fr. OF. (= F.)

rabot, 'carpenter's plane', prob. orig. 'rabbit'

(cp. F. rabouillere, 'rabbit's hole'), whence 'the

animal resembling a plane, rabbit'. It is also

possible that ME. rabet comes fr. MDu. robbe,

'rabbit', whence also Walloon robete, 'rabbit'.

MDu. robbe prob. derives fr. Rob, dimin. of

Robert. For sense development cp. robin, which

derives fr. Robin, another dimin. of Robert.

Derivatives : rabbit, intr. and tr. v., rabbit-y, adj.

rabble, n., mob.— ME. rabel, 'a pack of animals'.

The word prob. denoted originally 'a noisy

crowd of animals' and is related to rabble, 'to

gabble'.

Derivative: rabble, tr. v., to mob.

rabble, tr. and intr. v., to gabble (obsol. or dial.)

— ME. rablen, prob. of imitative origin. Cp.

MDu. rabbelen, LG. rabbeln, 'to chatter'.

Derivative: rabble-ment, n.

rabble, n., an iron bar for stirring molten metal

in puddling.— F. rdble, fr. OF. roable, fr. L. ru-

tdbulum, 'an instrument for raking, a fire shov-

el', fr. ruere, 'to rake up', which is cogn. with

Lith. rdju, rduti, 'to pluck out, weed out', raveti,

'to weed', OSlav. ryg, 'I dig', ryla, rylo, 'spade',

rova, 'ditch', Avestic rao(i)8ya-, 'to break up

(the ground)', G. roden, reuten, 'to root out',

Mir. ruam, 'spade'. L. ruere in the sense 'to rake

up', is distinct fr. ruere, 'to hasten, run'. See

"Walde-Hofmann, LEW., II, p. 453.

Derivatives: rabble, tr. v., rabbl-er, n.

Rabelaisian, adj., resembling Rabelais or his style.

— Formed from the name of Francois Rabelais

(1494-1553) with sufi". -ian.

Derivative: Rabelaisian, n.. Rabelaisian-ism, n.

Rabia, n., name of the third and fourth months in

the Moslem year. — Arab. rabt\ prop, 'spring

month', fr. rabV, 'spring", from the base of the

verb rdba'a, 'he abode, dwelled', which is rel. to

Aram. r^bha\ Heb. rdbhd', 'he lay down, lay',

Mishnaic Heb. r^bhi'd'', 'rainfall', Arab, rdbada,

'he lay down on the breast, stretched himself

out', Heb. rdbhdtz, 'he stretched himself out,

lay down", Akkad. rabafu, 'to lie down, dwell',

tarbdfu, 'court yard' (whence Aram, tarbitzd,

'garden near the house; hall, school hall').

rabid, adj., violent, raging. — L. rabidus, 'raging,

furious, enraged', fr. rabid, rabere, 'to be mad,

to rave' (whence also rabies, 'rage'), which to-

gether with OI. rdbhas-, 'violence, impetuosity',

rabhasdh, 'violent, impetuous', prob. derives fr.

"rabh-, a secondary form of I.-E. base *labh-,

'to take, seize'; see lemma and adj. suff. -id and

cp. rabies, rage. See Walde-Hofmann, LEW.,

II, p. 41 3 s.v. rabies, and Ernout-Meillet, DELL.,

p. 562 s.v. rabid.

Derivatives: rabid-ity, n., rabid-ly, adv., rabid-

ness, n.

rabies, n., hydrophobia (med. and vet.) — L., fr.

rabere. See prec. word.

Rabmag, n., title of a Babylonian official men-

tioned in Jer. 39 : 3. — Heb. rabh-mdgh, fr.

Akkad. rab mugi, title of an ofiBcial. For Akkad.

rab see rabM and cp. the first element in next



Rabshakeh

word. Akkad. mugi is of uncertain origin. It is

not connected with OPers. magush, 'magician'.

Rabshakeh, n., title of the Assyrian dignitary who
treated with Hezekiah, king of Judah (see II

Kings, ch. 18 and Is., ch. 36). — Heb. rabli-

shaqe, fr. Akkad. rab-shdqu, which according to

Eberhard Schrader denotes 'the chief ofHcer' or

'captain', fr. rab, 'chief, and shdqu, pi. shdqe,

'high' (see his Die Keilinschriften und das Alte

Testament, 2nd edition, p. 319). According to

Heinrich Zimmern the meaning of rab-shdqu is

'chief cupbearer', fr. rab, 'chief, and shdqu, pi.

shdqe, 'cupbearer' (see ZDMG., 53, pp. 116 IT.)

For Akkad. rab see rabbi and cp. the first ele-

ment in prec. word. Akkad. shdqu, 'high', is of

unknown etymology. Akkad. shdqu, 'cupbearer',

derives fr. shaqu, 'to give to drink', which is rel.

to Heb. hishqd , Aram.-Syr. ashqi, Arab, sdqd,

Ethiop. saqd, 'he gave to drink', Heb. mashq^,
'butler, cupbearer; drink', shoqeth, 'watering

trough', Aram, mashqe, mashq^ya, 'drink'; cp.

sakia.

raca, n., a term of reproach. — Fr. Aram, reqd,

emphatic state oi req, 'empty; light, frivolous',

which is rel. to Heb. req, of s.m.

raccoon, also racoon, n., a carnivorous mammal.
— Algonquian (Powhatan dial.) drdhkun, fr.

drdhkunem, 'he scratches with his hands'; so

called in allusion to the raccoon's habit of leav-

ing scratches on the bark of the tree he climbs.

Cp. coon.

race, n., running. — ME. ras, rase, fr. ON. rds,

'running, race", rel. to OE. rxs, 'running, rush',

rSsan, 'to rush headlong', MDu. rdsen, 'to rave,

rage', MHG. rdsen, G. rasen, OE. rasettan, of

s.m., and prob. cognate with Gk. epoirj (for

••Epcixja), 'quick, motion, rush, force', Eptostv

(for '^Epwastv
) , 'to rush, rush forth', L. rordriJ,

'lightarmed troops', lit. 'runners'.

Derivatives: race, intr. and tr. v., rac-er, n.,

rac-ing, verbal n. and adj.

race, n., root, esp. ginger root. — OF. ratz, rais,

fr. L. rddicem, ace. of rddix, 'root'. See radix.

race, tr. and intr. v., to scratch. — A var. of raze.

The orig. meaning of the v. race was 'to erase'.

race, n., family, tribe. — MF. (= F.), fr. earlier

rasse, fr. It. razza, which together with Sp. raza.

Port, raza, prob. derives fr. Arab, rd's, 'head,

beginning, origin", which is rel. to Heb. rosh, of

s.m. See Bereshith and cp. rais, reis, resh.

Derivatives; rac-ial, adj., rac-ial-ism, n., rac-iat-

ist, n., rac-ial-ist-ic, adj., rac-ial-ly, adv., rac-y,

adj., rac-i-ly, adv., rac-i-ness, n., rac-ism, n.,

rac-isr, n.

raceme, n., a type of flower cluster (bat.) — L.

racemus, 'the stalk of a cluster of grapes' ; which,

like Gk. pa5, gen. payoi;, 'berry', was borrowed

from a Mediterranean language. Cp. the second

element in acrorhagus, Haloragidaceae. Cp. also

raisin.

Derivative: racem-ed, adj.

racemic, adj., I) pertaining to racemes; 2) per-
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taining to optically inactive compounds {chem.)

— Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. L. racemus. See

prec. word.

racemism, n., the state of being racemic (chem.)

— Formed with suff. -ism fr. L. racemus. See

raceme.

racemose, adj., growing in the form of a raceme

(hot.) — L. racemdsus, 'clustering', fr. racemus.

See raceme and adj. suff. -ose.

racemous, adj., racemose. — L. racemdsus. See

prec. word and -ous.

Derivative: racemous-ly, adv.

Rachel, 1) fem. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the younger

daughter of Laban and wife of Jacob. — Late

L., fr. Gk. "PaLxr^X, fr. Heb. Rdhet, lit. 'ewe' ; rel.

to Arab, rdhil, Aram, rahld, Akkad. lahru (a

metathesized form), 'ewe'.

raciiio-, also rhachio-, before a vowel rachi-, also

rhachi-, combining form meaning 'spinal' ; 'spi-

nal and'. — Gk. pa/i-. paxio-, fr. pax^?,

'spine'. See next word.

rachis, also rhachis, n., 1) the spine (aruit.) ; 2) the

shaft of a feather (zool.) ; 3) prolongation of the

stalk in compound leaves (hot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. ^i-X^Z, 'spine', which is rel. to pa/oi;

(paxo?), 'thorn hedge', and cogn. with Lith.

rdias, 'a dry scion, stubble, scrub, prong of a

fork', razis, 'stubble', Olr. fracc, 'needle'. Cp.

rickets.

Derivative: rachit-ic, adj.

rachitis, also rhachitis, n., inflammation of the

rachis; rickets (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

paXi't? (sell, voao?), lit. 'rachitic disease', fr.

pdcx";- See prec. word and -itis.

rack, n., instrument of torture, etc. — ME. racke

and recke, 'framework', protf. fr. MDu. recke,

of s.m., lit. 'something stretched out', fr. recken

(Du. rekken), 'to stretch out', which is rel. to OE.
reccan, OS. rekkian, ON. rekja, Swed. rdcka,

OFris. reza, OHG. recchen, MHG., G. recken,

Goth, uf-rakjan, 'to stretch out', and cogn. With

Gk. opeysi'^, 'to reach, stretch out', L. regere, 'to

stretch, extend; to rule', porrigere, 'to stretch

out'. See regent, adj., and words there referred

to and cp. esp. rake, 'a tool'.

rack, tr. v., to torture.— MDu. recken, 'to stretch

out'. See prec. word.

rack, n., wreckage. — A var. spelling of wrack.

rack, tr. v., to pour off (wine) from the lees. —
ME. rakken, fr. OProven?. arracar, fr. raca,

'skins of grapes left after wine pressing'.

rack, intr. v., to move with the particular gait

called rack (said of a horse). — A var. of rock,

'to move to and fro'.

Derivative: rack, n., a particular gait of a horse.

rack, n., clouds driven before the wind. — Of
Scand. origin. Cp. ON. reka, 'to drive", rek,

'wreckage'. See wrack, wreck.

Derivative: rack, intr. v., to fly (said of driven

clouds).

rack, n., arrack. — Shortened fr. arrack. The be-

ginning of the Arabic word 'draq was mistaken
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for the Arabic article al-, ar-, and consequently

dropped.

racket, also racquet, n., a bat for playing tennis,

badminton, etc. — MF. (= F.) raquette, orig.

rachette, with the sense 'palm of the hand', fr.

Arab, rdha'', in vulgar pronunciation rdhet, 'the

palm of the hand'. Sense development was in-

fluenced by F. jeu de paume, 'tennis', lit. 'play

with the palm of the hand'.

racket, n., 1) noise, disturbance; uproar; 2) dis-

honest business. — Prob. of imitative origin.

Cp. Gael, racaid, 'noise'.

Derivatives: racket, intr. and tr. v., racket-eer,

n., racket-eer-ing, n., racket-y, adj.

raconteur, n., a narrator, storyteller.— F., fr. ra-

conter, 'to tell, narrate', fr. re- (see re-) and OF.

aconter, fr. a, 'to' (fr. L. ad, see ad-), and center,

'to tell'. See recount and -or, suff. denoting an

agent.

racoon, n. — See raccoon,

racquet, n.— See racket, 'a bat for playing tennis".

radar, n., an electronic instrument for the loca-

tion of objects by radio waves. — A word coin-

ed from the initials of the phrase radio detecting

and ranging.

raddle, n., red ocher. — A var. of ruddle.

Derivative: rarfi/Ze, tr. v., to color with red ocher.

radeau, n., raft, float. — F., fr. OF. radel, fr. VL.

*ratel!us, dimin. of L. ratis, 'raft, float'. See

rood and cp. Ratitae.

radial, adj., of, or like, a ray or radius.— Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. radius. See radius.

Derivatives: radial, n., radial-ity, n., radial-ize,

tr. v., radial-iz-ation, n., radial-ly, adv.

radian, n., 1) arc of a circle, equal in length to the

radius; 2) the angle subtending this arc. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. radius. See radius,

radiance, less frequently radiancy, n. — Formed

from next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

radiant, adj. — ME., fr. L. radians, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of radidre. See next word and -ant.

Derivatives; radiant, n., radiant-ly, adv.

radiate, intr. v., to emit rays ; to be radiant ;
tr. v.,

to emit in rays. — L. radidtus, 'furnished with

rays', pp. of radidre, 'to furnish with beams,

make beaming, irradiate', fr. radius, 'ray'. Sec

radius and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives; radiat-ed, radiat-ing, radiat-ive,

adjs.

radiate, adj., having rays. — L. radidtus, pp. of

radidre. See radiate, v.

Derivatives: radiate-ly, adv., radiate-ness, n.

radiation, adj. — L. radidtid, gen. -dnis, 'a shining,

radiation", fr. radidtus, pp. of radidre. See ra-

diate, v., and -ion.

Derivative: radiation-al, adj.

radiator, n., an apparatus for radiating heat. —
Formed with agential suff. -or fr. L. radidtus,

pp. of radidre. See radiate, v.

radical, adj. — Lit. 'having roots', fr. Late L.

radfcalis, fr. L. radix, gen. -ids, 'root'. See ra-

dix and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: radical, n., radical-ism, n., radical-

ity, n., radical-ize, tr. and intr. v., radical-iz-

ation, n., radical-ly, adv., radical-ness, n.

radicand, n., the number under a radical sign

(math.) — L. rddicandus, gerundive of rddicdre

or rddicdri, 'to take root', fr. rddix, gen. -ids,

'root'. See radix. For the use of Latin gerundives

or their derivatives in English cp. agenda and

words there referred to.

radicant, adj., bringing forth roots (bot.) — L.

rddicdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of rddicdre or

rddicdri. See prec. word and -ant.

radicate, tr. v., 1) to cause to take root, plant

firmly; 2) to establish firmly.— L. rddicdtus, pp.

of rddicdre or rddicdri. See radicand and verbal

suff. -ate.

radicel, n., a rootlet. — Formed fr. ModL. rddi-

cella (whence also F. radicetle), dimin. of L.

rddix, gen. -ids, 'root'. See radix and cp. next

word.

radicle, n., a minute root (bot. and anat.) — L.

rddicula, dimin. of rddix, gen. -ids, 'root'. See

radix and -ule and cp. prec. word.

radicular, adj., pertaining to roots. — Formed

with suff. -ar fr. L. rddicula. See prec. word.

radiculitis, n., inflammation of the spinal nerve

roots (med.) — A Medical L. hybrid coined fr.

L. rddicula, 'little root'. See radicle and -itis.

radio, n., wireless telegraphy. — Abbreviation of

radio-telegraphy.

Derivative: radio, tr. and intr. v.

radio-, combining form meaning 1) ray or ray-

like; 2) radial ; radially ;
(ana?.) radial and; 3) by

means of radiant energy (med); 4) radioactive;

5) by radio. — Fr. L. radius. See radius,

radioactive, adj., exhibiting, or pertaining to,

radioactivity. — F. radio-actif (fem. radio-

active), coined by Pierre and Marie Curie. See

next word and active,

radioactivity, n., the property of giving oflT radiant

energy in the form of particles. — F. radio-

activity, coined by the French physicists and

chemists Pierre Curie (1859-1906) and his wife

Marie (1867-1934) in 1898 fr. radio- and F. acti-

vite. See activity,

radiograph, n., 1) an instrument for measuring

radiant energy; 2) an X-ray picture. — Com-

pounded of radio- and Gk. -vpa90?, fr. --pa-

rpeiv, 'to write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: radiograph-er, n., radiograph-ic,

radiograph-ic-al, adjs., radiograph-ic-al-ly, adv.,

radiograph-y, n.

Radiolaria, n. pi., an order of microscopic marine

animals (zool.)— ModL., fr. Late L. radiotus, 'a

little ray', dimin. of L. radius. See radius, dimin.

suff. -ole and suff. -aria.

Derivative: radiolari-an, adj. and n.

radiology, n., that part of physics which deals with

radioactivity and radioactive substances. —
Compounded of radio- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-Xiyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.



Deiiwatives: radiolog-ic(^-al), adj. ,radiolog-ist,n.

radiometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

effect of radiant energy. — Compounded of

radio- and Gk. fxlxpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

radiometry, n., measurement of the effect of ra-

diant energy. Compounded of radio- and Gk.
(iETpia, 'measuring of. See -metry.

radiophone, n., an instrument for the production

of sound by means of radiant energy. — Com-
pounded ofradio- andGk. 9ti>vif), 'soimd, voice'.

See phone, 'speech sound'.

radioscopy, n., examination of opaque objects by
means of X-rays or other rays.— Compounded
ofradio- and Gk. -cxoTtta, fr. UKOTtsiv, 'to look

at, examine'. See -scopy.

radiotelegram, n., a wireless telegram. — Com-
pounded of radio- and telegram.

radiotelegraphy, n., wireless telegraphy. — Com-
pounded of radio- and telegraphy.

radiotelephone, n., wireless telephone. — Com-
pounded of radio- and telephone.

radiotelephony, n., wireless telephony. — Com-
pounded of radio- and telephony.

radiotherapy, n., treatment of disease by means of

X-rays and other rays. — Compounded of ra-

dio- and therapy.

radish, n. — F. radis, fr. It. radice, prop, 'root',

fr. L. rddicem, ace. of radix, 'root'. See radix

and cp. words there referred to.

radium, n., a radioactive metallic element. —
ModL., fr. L. radius, 'ray' ; so called because of

its power of emitting energy in the form of rays.

See radius.

radius, n., 1) a straight line from the center of the

circle to its circumference ; 2) the exterior bone
of the forearm. —• L. radius, 'stake, staff, rod,

spoke of a wheel, shuttle, beam, ray ; the exterior

bone of the forearm' ; of uncertain origin. It is

perh. rel. to radix, 'root'. See radix and cp. ray,

'beam', radiant, irradiate. Cp. also rayon. In its

anatomical sense, the word radius was first used

by Aulus Cornelius Celsus, Roman writer of the

1st cent.

radix, n., root. — L. radix (for *wrddix), 'root',

rel. to ramus (for *wrddmos), 'branch, bough,
twig', and cogn. with Gk. ptt^a, Lesbian ppitrSa

(for 'fp^Sia), 'root*, Gk. paSafivo; (for *fpiS-

a[i.voi;), 'branch', Goth, waiirts, OE. wyrt, W.
gwridd (for *wradi), Olr. fren (for *wridno or

*wridnd), 'root'. Cp. deracinate, eradicate, race,

'root', radical, radicel, radicle, radisti, radius,

ramage, ramose, rbizo-, the first element in

ramiform, rampion, and the second element in

licorice. Cp. also root, wort, a plant, and the first

element in orchard.

radon, n., name of the heaviest gaseous element

{chem.) — Coined fr. radium, with 1st suff. -on

on analogy of argon, neon, etc. ; so called because

gained from radium.

radula, n., ribbon of a moUusk. — L. rddula, 'a

scraper', fr. rddere, pp. rasus, 'to scrape'. See rase.

izytp

Derivatives; radul-ar, radul-ate, adjs.

raff, n., rabble. — ME. raf, fr. OF. raffe, fr.

raffer, 'to sweep together'. See raffle, 'lottery',

and cp. riffraff.

Derivative; raff-ish, adj., worthless, disrepu-

table.

raffia, n., the fiber of the Raphia pedunculata, a

Madagascar tree. — Malagasy rafia.

raflSnose, n., a sugar, Cj^Hj^O,, {chem.)— Form-
ed with subst. suff. -ose fr. F. raffiner, 'to refine',

fr. re- (see re-) and affiner, 'to make fine', which
is formed fr. OF. a, 'to' (fr. L. ad), and OF. fin

(fr. VL. *finus), 'fine'. See ad- and fine, 'delicate'.

raffle, n., lottery. — ME. rafle, fr. MF. (= F.)

rafle, 'a game of dice (whence rafter, 'to sweep

up the stakes; to sweep off'), fr. MDu. raffel, 'a

game of dice', which is rel. to Early Modern Du.
ravelen, 'to entangle' (Modern Du. rafelen, 'to

unravel, ravel out, fray out'), and prob. also to

MHG., G. raffen, 'to snatch away, sweep off',

OHG. raspon (for *rafs6n), 'to scrape together,

snatch up in haste', fr. Teut. base *hrap-, 'to

pluck out, snatch off'. OF. raffer, 'to sweep to-

gether', and It. arraffare, 'to snatch', are also

Teut. loan words. See rasp, 'to rub', and cp.

raff, ravel.

raffle, n., refuse. — Lit. 'a taking away', hence

etymologically identical with raffle, 'lottery'.

Rafflesia, n., a genus of Malaysian plants {pot.)

— ModL., named after Sir Thomas S. Raffles,

founder of Singapore (1781-1826). For the end-

ing see 1st suff. -ia.

Rafflesiaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (6o/.) —
ModL. Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

rafflesiaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

raft, n. — ME. rafte, orig. 'raftej', fr. ON. raptr.

See rafter.

Derivatives: raft, tr. and intr. v., raft-age, n.,

raft-er, n., a raftsman.

rafter, n., one of the sloping timbers of a roof.—
ME., fr. OE. rsefter, rel. to ON. raptr, MLG.
rafter, rachler, 'rafter'. Cp. raft.

Derivative; rafter-ed, adj.

rag, n., tatter of cloth.— ME. ragge, fr. OE. ragg

(in the adj. raggig, 'raggy'), fr. ON. rogg, 'tuft,

shagginess'. See rug.

Derivatives: ragg-ed, adj., ragg-ed-ly, adv.,

ragg-ed-ness, n., ragg-y, adj.

rag, n., a kind of hard limestone.— Of uncertain

origin.

rag, tr. v., to tease. — Of uncertain origin. Cp.

bullyrag.

Derivatives : rag, n., 'joke', ragg-er, n., ragging, n.

rs^amuffin, n., a stupid person. — Fr. Ragamof-

fyn, name of a demon in old mystery plays,

which is prob. a compound of rag, 'tatter', and

moffyn, a word of uncertain origin and meaning.

rage, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) rage, fr. VL. rabia,

fr. L. rabies, 'rage, madness', fr. rabere, 'to be

mad, to rave'. Se''.,rabid and cp. rabies.

Derivatives: rage, intr. v., rag-er, n., rag-ing-ly,

adv.
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raggee, raggy, n., a South Indian cereal grass. —
Hind, ragi, fr. OI. ragin, 'red' ; so called in allu-

sion to the color of the grain. OI. ragin is rel. to

rdjyati, 'is colored, becomes red', fr. I.-E. base

*reg-, 'to color', whence also Gk. p^Csw (aorist

pl^aOi 'to color', p^YO?, 'colored rug'.

raglan, n., a kind of overcoat.— Named after the

British general Lord Raglan (1788-1855).

ragman, n., the name given to a collection of acts

in which the Scottish nobles swore allegiance to

Edward I in 1296. — Of uncertain origin. Cp.

rigmarole.

ragout, n., a highly seasoned stew of meat and

vegetables. — F. ragoUt, back formation fr. ra-

gouter, 'to revive one's appetite', fr. re- (see re-),

a, 'to' (fr. L. ad, see ad-), and gouter, fr. L.

gustare, 'to taste'. See gust, 'relish', and cp. gusto.

raguly, adj., notched — said especially of a cross

{her.) — Prob. rel. to rag, 'tatter'.

Rahab, n., name of a monster in the Bible (Ps.

89 : 1 1 , Job 9 ; 1 3, 26 : 12).

—

Heb.rdhabh, lit.'storm-

ing, against, impetuous', fr. rahdbh, 'he stormed

against, was impetuous', which is rel. to Arab.

rdhiba, 'he feared, was alarmed', Aram, r hebh,

'he was arrogant', Syr. r^hebh, 'he was impet-

uous', Akkad. ra'dbu, 'to storm at (angrily)'.

raid, n. — Scot., fr. OE. rdd, 'riding, journey,

raid', hence prop, a var. of road (q.v.); intro-

duced by Walter Scott. For sense development

cp. inroad.

Derivatives: raid, tr. and intr. v., raid-er, n.

rail, n., garment chiefly used in the compound

night rail. — ME. reil, fr. OE. hriegl, hrsegel,

'garment, dress, armor', rel. to OFris. hreil,

OHG. hregit, 'garment', OE. hreol, 'reel', and

cogn. with Gk. xp^xstv, 'to weave', xpoxy),

'woof, thread', xpoxi?, 'a nap of woolen cloth'.

Cp. reel, 'a revolvable instrument', and the first

element in crocidolite.

rail, n., bar (whence railroad, railway). — ME.

raile, fr. MF. reille, 'bar, rail', fr. OF. reille, fr.

L. regula, 'a straight piece of wood, ruler; rule',

fr. regere, 'to keep straight, lead straight, rule'.

See regent and cp. rule. Cp. also derail, mo-

norail.

rail, intr. v., to furnish with rails. — ME. railen,

fr. raile. See prec. word.

rail, intr. v., to speak reproachfully, scold. —
ME. railen, fr. MF. (= F.) railler, 'to jeer at', fr.

OProven?. ralhar, 'to joke, jest', fr. VL. *ragu-

Idre, 'to bray' (whence It. ragghiare, 'to bray'),

fr. Late L. ragere, 'to neigh', which is prob. of

imitative origin. Originally OProven?. ralhar de-

noted different kinds of cries, and only gradually

developed the meanings 'to babble, prattle; to

joke, jest'. Cp. rally, 'to banter', which is a

doublet of rail. Cp. also raillery.

Derivatives: rail-er, n., rail-ing, adj. and n.

aO, n., bird of the family Rallidae. — ME. rale,

raile, fr. MF. raale (F. rale), rel. to F. rdler, 'to

rattle' ; prob. of imitative origin. Cp. Rallus. Cp.

also rile, rattle.

raillery, n., banter. — F. raillerie, fr. railler. See

rail, 'to speak reproachfully', and -ery.

raiment, n. — ME. rayment, aphetic for array-

ment, 'clothing', lit. 'an arraying', fr. arraien.

See array and -ment.

Derivative; raiment, tr. v.

rain, n. — ME. reyn, fr. OE. regn, rel. to OS.

regan, ON., Swed. regn, OFris. rein, MDu.
reghen, reen, Du. regen, OHG. regan, MHG., G.

regen, Goth, rign, 'rain', ON. raki, 'dampness',

rakr, 'damp', and cogn. with Lith. rdkti, 'to

drizzle', roke, 'drizzling rain', L. rigdre, 'to wet,

moisten'. Alb. fje&, 'to flow'. Cp. irrigate.

Derivatives ; AiJin, v. (q.v.), rain-y, adj., rain-less,

adj.

rain, intr. and tr. v. — ME. reynen, fr. OE. reg-

nian, fr. regn, 'rain', rel. to ON. rigna, Swed.

regno, Dan. regne, OHG. reganon, MHG. regen,

regenen, G. regnen, Goth, rignjan. See rain, n.

Derivative; rain-er, n.

rainbow, n. — ME. reinbowe, fr. OE. regnboga,

rel. to ON. regnbogi, Swed. regnbage, OFris.

reinboga, MDu. reghenboghe, Du. regenboog,

OHG. reganbogo, MHG. regenboge, G. Regen-

bogen. See rain, n., and bow, 'anything bent'.

rainette green, a greenish yellow color. — Lit. 'of

the color of the tree frog', fr. F. rainette, 'tree

frog', fr'. OF. raine, 'frog', fr. L. rdna. See ranine

and cp. words there referred to.

rais, reis, n., chief. — Arab, ra'is, 'chief, fr. ra's,

'head'. See race, 'family, tribe'.

raise, tr. v. — ME. reisen, raisen, fr. ON. reisa,

which is rel. to OE. rSran (for *raiz-jan), 'to

rear' ; see rear, 'to raise'. OE. r$ran is the causa-

tive of risan, 'to rise' ; see rise.

Derivatives: rais-ed, adj., rais-ing, n.

raisin, n., dried sweet grape. — ME., fr. OF.

raizin, raisim (F. raisin), 'grape', fr. VL. *raci-

mus, corresponding to L. racemus, 'cluster of

grapes'. See raceme.

raisonne, adj., arranged logically. — F., 'reason-

ed', pp. oi raisonner, 'to reason", fr. raison. See

reason, n.

raj, n., rule, reign. — Hind, raj, 'rule, reign', fr.

OI. rdjyd-, fr. rdjati, 'he rules', which is rel. to

rdjan-, 'king'. See next word and cp. the second

element in swaraj.

rajah, n., an Indian king. — Hind, rdjd, fr. OI.

rdjan-, 'king'. See prec. word and cp. ranee, the

first element in next word, and the second ele-

ment in maharaja.

Rajput, n., a member of a ruling caste in northern

India. — Hind, rdjput, fr. OI. rajaputrdh, 'king's

son, prince", which is compounded of rdjan-,

'king', and putrdh, 'son, boy". For the first ele-

ment see rajah. The second element is rel. to

Avestic and OPers. pu&ra-, 'son, child", and

cogn. with L. puer, 'boy, child'; see puerile and

cp. words there referred to.

rake, n., a tool. — ME. rake, fr. OE. raca, rel. to

ON. reka, 'spade, shovel', Swed. raka, 'rake',

OHG. rehho, MHG. reche, G. Rechen, 'rake'.
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and to ON. raka, MLG. raken, 'to sweep away',

Goth, rikan, 'to heap up, collect', and prob.

cogn. with Gk. hgi-^ziN, 'to reach, stretch out',

L. regere, 'to stretch, extend, make straight; to

rule', perh. also with L. rogus, 'funeral pile'. See

regent, adj., andcp. rack, 'instrument of torture'.

Cp. also reckon.

rake, tr. and intr. v., to use a rake, to scrape. —
ME. raken, fr. rake, G., ON. raka, 'to scrape',

MLG. raken, OHG. rehhan, Goth, rikan, 'to

scrape together', and see rake, 'a tool'.

Derivatives: rak-er, n., rak-ing, verbal n., and

adj.

rake, intr. v., to project, incline forward. — Rel.

to dial. Swed. raka, 'to reach', OE. hrSgan, 'to

jut out', MDu. raghen, MHG., G. ragen, of

s.m., and cogn. with Gk.xpotjcrat (for *qroqyd-),

'battlement, copings of parapets', Czech and

Russ. krdkva, 'spar, rafter'. Cp. crosso-.

Derivatives: rake, n., inclination, rak-ish, adj.,

rak-ish-ly, adv., rak-ish-ness, n.

rake, n., a debauchee. — Abbreviation of ME.
rakel, 'rash'. See next word.

Derivatives: rak-ish, adj., rak-ish-ly, adv., rak-

ish-ness, n.

rakehell, n., a debauchee. — Popular refashion-

ing of ME. rakel, 'rash, impetuous', which is

prob. related to OE. racian, 'to go forward'. Cp.

prec. word.

Derivative: rakehell-y, adj.

rakshasa, n., goblins or evil spirits (/f(nrf«OT^/Ao/.)

— OI. rdkfas-, 'goblin, evil spirit', lit. 'damage,

causer of damage', rel. to Avestic rashah-, 'dam-

age', rashayeiti, 'damages', fr. I.-E. base

*rekp{h)-, 'to pull, tug, drag, pester', whence

also Gk. lpe}(i)^Ei.v, 'to rend, break, shatter',

'Epsx^su?, a fabled king of Athens, ht. 'shaker'.

Cp. Erechtheus.

rale, n., rattling sound in the throat. — F., fr.

rdler, 'to rattle', of imitative origin. Cp. rail, the

bird, Rallus.

rallentando, adj., slackening; gradually slower

{musical direction). — It., pres. part, oi rallen-

tare, 'to slow down' (cp. F. ralentir), fr. ra-,

contraction of L. re- and ad- (see re- and -ad)

and lento, 'slack, slow', fr. L. lentus. See relent.

Rallidae, n. pi., the family of rails and other grui-

form birds (prnithol.) — ModL., formed fr.

Rallus with suif. -idae.

Rallinae, n. pi., subfamily of the Rallidae (orni-

thol.) — Formed fr. Rallus with suff. -inae.

ralline, adj., pertaining to the Rallidae. See prec.

word and -ine (representing L. -inus).

Rallus, n., the genus of rails {zool.) — ModL., fr.

F. rale, 'rail', fr. rdler, 'to rattle', which is of

imitative origin. G. Ralle, of s.m., is a French

loan word. See rail, 'the bird'.

Derivatives: ralli-form, rall-ine, adjs.

rally, tr. v., to gather, collect; intr. v., to come

together. — F. rallier, 'to assemble, lally', fr.

OF. roller, of s.m., which is formed fr. re- (see

re-) and alter (F. allier), 'to join'. See »Uy, v.
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Derivatives: rally, n., ralli-er, n.

rally, tr. v., to banter. — F. railler, 'to rail at',

hence a doublet of rail, 'to speak reproachfully'

(q.v.) Cp. raillery.

Derivative: railli-er, n.

Ralph, masc. PN.— Shortened fr. Radulf, fr. ON.
Radulfr (rel. to OE. Rxdwulf) ; compounded of

/•a(),*counser, and utfr, 'wolf. See rede and wolf.

ralstonite, n., a fluoride of aluminum, sodium and

magnesium (mineral.) — Named after J. Grier.

Ralston of Norristown in Pennsylvania. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

ram, n. — ME. ramme, fr. OE. ramm, ram, rel. to

MLG., MDu., Du. and OHG. ram, 'ram', and

prob. also to ON. ramr, 'strong'; prob. cogn.

with OSlav. ramgnU, 'impetuous, violent,

strong'.

Derivatives: ram, tr. v., ramm-er, n., ramm-ish,

adj.

Rama, n., the sixth, seventh, or eight incarnation

of Vishnu (Hindu mythol.) — OI. Ramah, lit.

'lovely', from the stem of rdmate, 'stands still,

rests, is pleased, is amused'; cogn. with Gk.

Tjpsfxa, 'gently, quietly, softly', 7jpe(j.eTv, 'to be

still, keep quiet', Lith. rimti, 'to become quiet,

calm down', remti, 'to stay, support', Olr. fo-

rimim, 'I set, place'.

-rama, suff. meaning 'sight, view'. — Back forma-

tion fr. panorama, which stands for pan-orama

and lit. means 'all-sight'. Accordingly, the suff.

should really be -orama. However, through a

misdivision of panorama into pano-rama, the

suff. -rama was formed. Cp. e.g. cinerama.

Ramadan, n., the ninth month of the Moslem

year. — Arab, ramaddn, prop, 'the hot month',

fr. rdmida, 'was hot', which iS rel. to Mishnaic

Heb. remetz, 'hot ashes, embers'.

ramal, adj., I) pertaining to a branch (hot.); 2)

pertaining to a ramus (anat. and zool.)— Form-

ed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. ramus, 'branch'. See

ramus.

ramage, n., the whole of the branches of a tree.

— F., fr. L. ramus, 'branch'. See ramose and

-age.

ramble, intr. v. — Prob. a var. of ME. romblen,

freq. of ME. romen, 'to roam'. See roam. The

-b- is intrusive. Cp. grumble.

Derivatives: ramble, n., rambl-er, n., rambl-ing,

adj., rambl-ing-ly, adv.

rambunctious, adj., boisterous (colloq.) — Fr.

earlier rumbustious, for robustious.

rambutan, n., fruit of a Malayan tree, Nephelium

lappaceum. — Malay rambutan, fr. rambut,

'hair'.

ramekin, also ramequin, n., a preparation of

cheese with bread crumbs, eggs, etc., baked in a

small dish. — F. ramequin, fr. MLG. ramken,

dimin. of ram, 'cream', which is rel. to OE.

ream, of s.m. See ream, 'cream'. Fort he ending

see suff. -kin.

ramentum, n., 1) something scraped off; 2) a thin

scale formed on the surface of leaves (pot.)— L.
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ramentum, 'what is shaved or scraped off', for

*rdd-mentom, fr. radere, 'to shave, scrape' ; see

rase and -ment. Cp. caementum, 'stone cut from

the quarry', for orig. *caid-(s)mentom, fr. cae-

dere, 'to cut' (see cement).

ramie, n., 1) a plant of the nettle family (Boehme-

ria nivea) ; a fiber of this plant. — Malay rami,

name of the plant.

ramification, n. — ModL. rdmificdtio, formed

(prob. through the medium of F. ramification)

fr. ML. rdmificdtus, pp. of rdmificdre. See ramify

and -ation.

ramiform, adj., branchlike. — Compounded of

L. ramus, 'branch' andforma, 'form, shape'. See

ramose and form, n.

ramify, tr. v., to divide into branches; intr. v., to

form branches.— MF. (= F.) ramifier, fr. ML.

rdmificdre, 'to form branches', fr. L. ramus,

'branch, bough, twig', and -ficdre, ti.facere, 'to

make, do'. See ramose and -fy.

Derivative: ramifi-ed, adj.

ramillie, ramillies, n., a kind of plaited wig. —
Short for Ramillies wig; named in commemora-

tion of Marlborough's victory over the French

at Ramillies (in 1706).

ramose, adj., branching (hot.) — L. rdmosus, fr.

rdmus, 'branch', which stands for *rddmos, and

is related to radix, 'root'. See radix and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see adj.

suff. -ose.

Derivatives: ramose-ly, adv., ramos-ity, n.

ramp, intr. and tr. v., 1) to climb; 2) to stand on

the hind legs (her.) — ME. rampen, fr. OF.

ramper, 'to chmb' (whence F. ramper, 'to creep,

crawl'), fr. Prankish *rampdn, 'to contract one-

self convulsively', which stands in gradational

relationship to OHG. rimpfan, 'to wrinkle,

shrivel', OE. hrimpan, 'to fold, wrinkle'; see

rumple and cp. rimple. Cp. also rampage, ram-

pant.

Derivatives: ramp, n., ramp-ing, n.

ramp, n., a slope. — F. rampe, back formation fr.

ramper, 'to creep, clamber'. See ramp, 'to climb'.

rampage, n., a riot. — Formed fr. ramp, 'to

climb', with suff. -age.

Derivatives: rampage, intr. v., rampage-ous,

adj., rampage-ous-ly, adv., rampage-ous-ness, n.

rampancy, n., the condition of being rampant. —
Formed from next word with suff. -cy.

rampant, adj., standing on the hind legs (her.) —
ME. rampaunt, fr. MF. (= F.) rampant, pres.

part, oi ramper, 'to creep, crawl'. See ramp, 'to

climb', and -ant.

Derivative: rampant-ly, adv.

rampart, n. — MF. rempart, rampart (F. rem-

part), fr. remparer, ramparer, 'to fortify', formed

fr. re-, 'again" (see re-), and emparer, 'to fortify'

(whence F. s'emparer, 'to take hold of"), fr.

OProveng. antparar, amparar, fr. VL. *ante-

pdrdre, prop, 'to make preparations before-

hand', formed fr. ante- and L. parare, 'to pre-

pare' (see pare). The t- in F. rempart is excrescent

and prob. due to the influence of earlier F.

boulevart (now boulevard).

Derivative : rampart, tr. v.

rampion, n., a kind of campanula (bellflower). —
Altered fr. ML. rapuncium, rapuntium (whence

MF., F. raiponce. It. raponzo, raponzolo, Sp.

raponchigo), fr. VL. *radice puntia, prop, 'root

of valerian'. For the first element see radix. The

second element is a VL. derivative of L. phd (
=

Gk. cpoG), ace. phan, 'a kind of valerian'.

rampire, n. — An archaic form of rampart.

Derivative: rampire, tr. v.

ramrod, n. — Lit. 'a rod used for ramming', fr.

ram, v. (see ram) and rod.

ramshackle, adj., worn out.— Back formation fr.

ramshackled, fr. ranshackled, fr. earlier ran-

sackled, pp. of ransackle, freq. of ransack (q.v.)

Derivatives: ramshackle, n., ramshackle-ness,

n., ramshackl-y, adj.

ramson, n., the broad-leaved garlic. — ME.

ramsyn, fr. OE. hramsan, pi. of hramsa, 'broad-

leaved garlic', rel. to MLG. ramese, G. Rams,

Dan., Swed., Norw. rams, 'ramson', and cogn.

with Gk. xp6(jL[i.uov, xpofx'jov, also )tp£|j.uov (in

Hesychius), 'onion', Lith. kermuse, 'wild garlic',

Russ. ceremsd, 'ramson', Mir. crem, crim, W.

craf, 'garlic'. Cp. buckrams, 'ramson'.

ramulose, adj., having many branchlets. — L. rd-

mulosus, fr. rdmulus. See ramulus and adj. suff.

-ose and cp. next word.

ramulous, adj., ramulose. — L. rdmulosus. See

prec. word and -ous.

ramulus, n., a small branch (hot. and anat.)— L.

rdmulus, dimin. of rdmus. See ramose,

ramus, n., a branch (anat) — L. rdmus. See

ramose,

ran, n., a hank of twine. — Of unknown origin.

ran, pret. of run. — ME., fr. OE. ran, pret. of

rinnan, 'to flow', or fr. ON. ran, pret. of renna,

'to run'. See run.

ranarium, n., a place for raising frogs. — ModL.

fr. L. rdna, 'frog'. See ranunculus and -arium.

ranee, n., a variety of Belgian marble. — F., of

unknown origin.

ranch, n., a large farm with its buildings and em-

ployees. — Mexican Sp. rancho, 'a small farm',

fr. Sp. rancho, 'mess, messroom', fr. OHG.
hring, 'circle, ring'. See ring, n.

Derivatives: ranch, intr. v., ranch-er, n.

rancid, adj., stale. — L. rancidus, 'foul-smelling',

fr. rancere, 'to stink, rank', which is of uncer-

tain etymology. Cp. next word. For the ending

see adj. suff. -id (representing L. -idus).

Derivatives: rancid-ity, n., rancid-ly, adv.,

rancid-ness, n.

rancor, rancour, n., bitter resentment, spite. —
ME. rancour, fr. OF. rancour, fr. L. rancdrem,

ace. of rancor, 'a stinking smell, rankness, ran-

cidity', fr. rancere. See prec. word and -or.

Derivatives: rancor-ous, adj., rancor-ous-ly,

adv., rancor-ous-ness, a.

rand, n., border, edge. — ME., fr. OE. rand



Randal

'edge, margin, rim, boss of shiield, shield', rel.

to ON. rond, 'rim, shield', OHG. rant, 'boss

of a shield', MHG. rant, 'rim of a shield, rim',

Dan., Swed., Du., G. rand, 'border, edge', ON.
rimi, 'ridge, hill, height', OE. rima, 'border,

bank, coast', and cogn. with Olr. rinde, 'wood-

en vessel'. Cp. rim and the first element in

Randal.

Randal, masc. PN.— Shortened from OE. Rand-

wutf (a compound of rand, 'shield', and wulf,

'wolf') or from its ON. equivalent Randulfr (fr.

rand, 'shield', and ulfr, 'wolf'). See rand and

wolf.

randan, n., a kind of rowing boat for three

persons. — Of unknown origin.

randan, n., a drinking bout, spree (slang) —
Perh. a var. of random.

randem, adv., with three horses harnassed one in

front of the other; n., a carriage so harnassed

and driven. — Prob. a blend of tandem and
random.

random, n. — ME. randoun, randon, random, fr.

OF. random, 'force, violence, impetuosity', de

randon, a randon, 'impetuously' (whence F. ran-

donnee, 'circuit of game ; etre en randonnee, 'to

be out for a long run'), fr. OF. randir, 'to run

impetuously', fr. *rant, fr. Prankish *rant, 'a

running', which is rel. to OHG. rennen, 'to run',

OE. rinnan, 'to flow, run' ; see E. run, v. — See

Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 506 s.v. randon-

nee.

randy, adj., boisterous, riotous (Scot.)— Formed
with adj. suflf. -y fr. obsol. rand, sl var. of rant

(q-v.)

ranee, rani, n., the wife of a rajah; a Hindu
queen. — Hind, rani, fr. OI. rdjni, fem. of rdjan,

'king'. See rajah and cp. the second element in

maharanee. Cp. also regina, reina.

rang, pret. of ring. —• ME. rang, formed on anal-

ogy of sang, pret. of sing. See ring, 'to sound'.

range, tr. and intr. v., to place in rank. — ME.
rangen, fr. MF. (= F.) ranger, fr. OF. ranger, fr.

earlier rengier, rangier, 'to place in rank or

ranks', fr. ranc (F. rang), fr. earlier renc, 'row,

line, rank', fr. Prankish *hring, 'circle, ring'.

See ring, 'circle', and cp. rank, 'row, line'. Cp.

also arrange, derange.

Derivatives : rang-er, a., rang-y, adj., rang-i-ness,

n.

range, n., row; distance. — ME., fr. MF. range,

fr. OF. range, a var. of renge, 'row, rank', back

formation fr. rangier, 'to place in rank'. See

range, v.

rani-, combining form meaning 'frog'. — Fr. L.

rdna, 'frog'. See ranine.

rani, n. — See ranee.

ranine, adj., 1) pertaining to the frogs (zool.); 2)

pertaining to the region under the tip of the

tongue (anat.) — ML. raninus, 'pertaining to

the frogs', formed (on analogy of canlnus, 'per-

taining to the dogs', vulpinus, 'pertaining to the

foxes', etc.), fr. L. rdna, 'frog', lit. 'croaker.
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crier', which stands for *racsnd, and is rel. to

raccdre, 'to roar' ; ofimitative origin. Cp. OHG.
ruohhon, 'to roar', which is also imitative. Cp.

also rainette green. Ranunculus, ranula. For the

ending see -ine (representing L. -ina).

rank, n., row, line. — MF. ranc (F. rang), 'row,

line, rank'. See range, v., and cp. harangue,

ranch, ranz des vacbes.

Derivatives : rank, tr. and intr. v.

rank, adj., 1) vigorous; 2) strong in smell.— ME.,
fr. OF. ranc, 'strong, brave', which is rel. to

Dan. rank, 'right, upright', Swed. rank, MLG.
ranc, Du., G. rank, 'slender', ON. rakkr (for

*rankr), 'straight, erect', orig. 'stretched out',

or. rnjdti, 'stretches himself, Lith. razytis, 'to

stretch oneself. All these words are derivatives

of a nasalized enlargement of I.-E. *reg-, 'to

stretch, straighten; straight, right'. See regent,

adj., and cp. words there referred to. Rank was

prob. influenced in sense by F. ranee, 'rancid,

rank' (see rancid).

Derivatives: rank-ish, adj., rank-ly, adv., rank-

ness, n.

rankle, intr. v., to fester. — ME. ranclen, fr. MF.
rancler, fr. OF. rancler, earlier raoncler, dra-

oncler, 'to suppurate, run', fr. rancle, earlier ra-

oncle, drancle, draoncle, 'abscess', lit. "a little

dragon', fr. ML. dracunculus, dimin. of L.

draco, gen. draconis. See dragon.

Derivative: rankle, n.

ransack, tr. v., to search thoroughly; to pillage.

— ME. ransaken, fr. ON. rannsaka, 'to ran-

sack', lit. 'to search a house', compounded of

rann (for *rasn), 'house', and -saka, which is

rel. to soekja, 'to seek'. The firs} element is rel.

to Goth, razn, OE. xrn, ren, 'house'. See rest,

'repose', and cp. words there referred to. For

the second element see seek. Cp. ramshackle.

Derivative: ransack-er, n.

ransom, n. — ME. raunsoun, ransoun, fr. OF.
ranson (F. ran(on), fr. L. redemptionem, ace. of

redemptio, 'a buying back, ransoming, redemp-

tion'. See redemption, which is a doublet of

ransom.

ransom, tr. v., — ME. raunsoiinen, ransounen,

OF. ransonner, fr. ranson. See ransom, n.

Derivatives: ransom-er, n., ransom-less, adj.

rant, intr. v., to speak in a bombastic way. —
Fr. earlier (now obsol.) ModDu. ranten, 'to

dote'. Cp. randy.

Derivatives: rant, n., rant-er, n.

ranula, n., a swelling under the tongue (med.) —
L., 'a little frog', dimin. of rdna, 'frog'. See

ranine and -ule and cp. Ranunculus.

Derivative: ranul-ar, adj.

Ranunculaceae, n. pi., the crowfoot family (hot.)

— ModL., formed fr. Ranunculus with suff.

-aceae.

ranunculaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Ranunculus, n., a genus of plants, the crowfoot

(hot.)— ModL., fr. L. ranunculus, 'tadpole', lit.

'little frog', also name of a medicinal plant

(prob. identical with the crowfoot), dimin.

formed fr. rdna, 'frog'. See ranine and cp.

ranula.

ranz des vaches, a melody sung by Swiss herdsmen.

— F., lit. 'line of the cows', fr. dial. F. ranz,

'row, line, rank', des, contraction of de les, 'of

the', and vaches, pi. of vache, 'cow'. Dial. F.

ranz is rel. to F. rang, 'line, rank'; see rank,

'row'. F. de 'of, from', derives fr. L. de, 'from,

away from', les, 'the' (pi.), is traceable to L.

illos (masc), illds (fem.), ace. of ilte, resp. ilia,

'that'; see de- and ille. F. vache comes fr. L.

vacca, 'cow' ; see vaccine.

rap, n., a blow. — ME. rappe, prob. of imitative

origin; cp. Dan. rap, of s.m., Swed. rapp,

'stroke'.

rap, tr. and intr. v., to strike. — ME. rappen,

prob. of imitative origin; rel. to prec. word.

Derivative: rapp-er, n.

rap, tr. v., to seize, snatch. — Back formation fr.

rapt.

rap, n., a skein of yarn of about 120 yards. — Of

unknown origin.

rap, n., a counterfeit coin of the worth of a half-

penny. — G. Rappen, 'centime', orig, name of

an old Alsatian coin with an eagle's head, deri-

sively referred to as a raven, Rappen being a

dialectal var. of G. Rabe, 'raven'. See raven.

rapacious, adj., 1) given to plunder; 2) greedy. —
L. rapax, gen. -dcis, 'grasping, rapacious',

from the stem ofrapere, 'to seize'. See rapid and

-acious.

Derivatives: rapacious-ly, adv., rapacious-ness,

n.

rapacity, n., rapaciousness. — MF. (= F.) rapa-

city, fr. L. rapdcitdtem, ace. of rapdcitas, fr. ra-

pax, gen. -dcis. See prec. word and -ity.

rape, n., a plant allied to the turnip. — ME., fr.,

L. rdpum, also rapa, 'rape, turnip', cogn. with

Gk. fidtTTut;, piqju?, 'rape', pii9avoG, 'cabbage;

radish', patpavi;, 'radish', OSlav. repa, Lith.

rope, MDu. roeve, OHG. ruoba, ruoppa, MHG.
ruobe, riiebe, G. Riibe, and OHG. raba, MHG.
rabe, 'rape, turnip'. Cp. raphania, Raphanus. Cp.

also the second element in kohlrabi.

rape, tr. v., to seize and carry off by force.— ME.

rapen, 'to seize', fr. OF. raper, fr. L. rapere. See

rapid and cp. words there referred to.

rape, n., the act of seizing; violation.— ME, rape,

fr. rapen, 'to seize'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: rap-er, n., rap-isi, a.

rape, n., one of the six divisions of Sussex. —
First mentioned in Domesday Book; perh. fr.

rape, an obsol. var. of rope, used in the sense of

'measure". For sense development cp. Heb.

hebhel, 'rope; measure".

rape, n., refuse of grapes. — F. rape, fr. ML.
raspa, fr. WTeut. *raspdn, 'to scrape; to sweep

off. See rasp, v., and cp. words there referred to.

Raphael, 1) masc. PN. 2) an archangel mention-

ed in the Apocrypha.— Late L., fr. Gk. 'Paipoc-

r]X, fr. Heb. R^phd'el, lit. 'God has healed'. Heb.

rdphd, 'he healed' (whence r^phu'd'', 'medicine,

remedy', marpi, 'healing, cure'), the first ele-

ment of this compound word, is rel. to Syr.

r^phd, 'he healed', Arab, rdfa'a, 'he darned,

mended, repaired', Ethiop. rafda, 'he stitched

together, mended'. For the second element in

Raphael see El.

Raphalesque, Raffaelesque, adj., in the style of

the painter Raphael. — Formed fr. the name of

Raffaello Sanzio (1483-1520) with suff. -esqne.

raphania, n., a disease causing convulsive con-

tractions of the limbs (med.) — Medical L.,

coined by the Swedish botanist Carolus Lin-

naeus (1707-78) fr. Gk. pxcfoctiQ, 'radish'. See

rape, the plant, and 1st -ia.

Raphanus, n., a genus of plants of the cabbage

family (bot.) — L., fr. Gk. pa9avo?, 'cabbage',

which is rel. to pdtTtui;, 'rape'. See rape, the plant.

raphe, n., a seam, suture (anat. and 6of.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. ^atp:^, 'seam, suture (of the

skull)', fr. ^ocTtxEiv, 'to sew together, stitch',

which prob. derives fr. I.-E. base *wer-p-,

*wre-p-, 'to turn, twist, sew, spin'. See vervain

and cp. the first element in Raphiolepis and in

rhapsody.

Raphia, n., a genus of palms (bot.)— ModL. ; see

raffia.

Raphiolepis, n., a genus of plants of the apple

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

pa.(fi<;, 'needle', and XsTti?, 'scale, flake'. The

first element is rel. to pa9^, 'seam'; see raphe.

For the second element see leper.

rapid, adj. — F. rapide, fr. L. rapidus, 'tearing

away, seizing, swift, rapid', fr. rapere, 'to seize

and carry off, to snatch away, to seize, plunder,

ravish', which is cogn. with Gk. ep£TtTEO&at, 'to

pluck off, feed on'. Alb. rjep, 'I strip, rob',

Lith. raples, 'tongs', ap-repiu, 'I take, seize', fr.

I.-E. base *rep-, 'to snatch, seize'. Beside *rep-

stands prob. *srep-, *s(p- in Gk. apTrit^eiv, 'to

snatch, seize', apTtaS, 'rapacious', apyravT],

'hook; rake', apirr), 'sickle', iSpnutai, 'harpies',

lit. 'snatchers'. Cp. correption, erepsin, rap, 'to

seize', obreption, obreptitious, rape, 'to seize',

rapine, rapt, ratero, raven, 'to prey', ravin, rav-

ish, subreption, surreptitious, usurp. Cp. also

harpy, sarmentose.

Derivatives: rapid, n., rapidity (q.v.), rapid-ly,

adv., rapid-ness, n.

rapidity, n. — F. rapidity, fr. L. rapidildtem, ace.

of rapiditds, 'swiftness, rapidity', fr. rapidus. See

prec. word and -ity.

rapier, n., a light, sharp-pointed sword. — F. ra-

piere, orig. an adjective in MF. espee rapiere, lit.

'rapier sword'; of uncertain origin.

Derivative: rapier-ed, adj.

rapine, n., plunder. — ME. rapyne, fr. L. rapina,

'plunder", (possibly through the medium of

F. rapine) from the stem of rapere, 'to seize

and carry off. See rapid and cp. words there

referred to.



rapparee

rapparee, n., an Irish pikeman. — Ir. rdpaire, 'a

short pike'.

rappee, n., a strong kind of snuff. — Fr. F.

(tabac) rape, 'rasped, grated tobacco', pp. of

rdper, 'to rasp, grate'. See rasp, v.

rapport, n., relation. — F., back formation fr.

rapporter, 'to bring back, refer to', re-, 'again'

(see re-), and apporter, fr. L. apportdre, 'to

bring'. See apport and cp. report,

rapprochement, n., establishment of cordial rela-

tions.— F., 'a bringing near', fr. rapprocher, 'to

bring near', fr. re-, 'again' (see re-), and ap-

procher. See approach and -ment.

rapscallion, n., a rascal. — Later form of obsol.

rascallion, a derivative of rascal,

rapt, part, adj., carried away. — ME., fr. L.

raptus, pp. of rapere, 'to seize'. See rapid and

words there referred to and cp. esp. rap, 'to

seize'. Cp. also enrapt.

raptatorial, adj., predacious. — Formed with

suff. -orial fr. L. raptatus, pp. of raptare, 'to

seize and carry off, snatch away', freq. of rapere

(pp. raptus), 'to seize and carry off'. See rapid

and cp. next word.

raptor, n., 1) a ravisher; 2) a bird of the order

Raptores.— L., 'one that robs, plunders or rav-

ishes', fr. raptus, pp. rapere. See rapt and

agential suflf. -or.

Raptores, n. pi., an order of birds (ornithol.) —
ModL. Raptores, fr. L. raptores, pi. of raptor.

See prec. word.

raptorial, adj., 1) adapted for seizing prey ;2) per-

taining to the Raptores. — Formed with suff.

-ial fr. L. raptor. See raptor and adj. suff. -ory.

rapture, n., the state of being rapt; ecstasy. —
Formed fr. rapt with suff. -ure.

Derivatives: raptur-ed, adj., raptur-ous, adj.,

raptur-ous-ly, adv.

rara avis, a rare bird.— L., fr. rara, fern. oUarus,

'rare', and avis, 'bird'. See rare and aviary,

rare, adj., thin. — F., fr. L. rarus, 'thin, loose,

rare', which is cogn. with OI. rte, 'besides,

except', nirrtih, 'dissolution, decomposition',

viralah, 'distant, tight, rare', OSlav. oriti, 'to

dissolve, destroy', Lith. yru, irti, 'to dissolve'

(intr.), paTras, 'loose', OSlav. r^dikii, 'rare', Gk.

gpr;[xoc, 'solitary, isolated', OI. ardhahi, 'part,

side, half, Lith. ardyti, 'to cleave, separate',

erdvas, 'wide'. All these words derive fr. I.-E.

base *er-, *ere-, 'to loose; to split, separate, be

rare'. Gk. apaioc, 'thin, rare", originally had

initial digamma (." = «'), hence cannot be cog-

nate with the above words. L. rarus is possibly

rel. to L. rete, 'net'; see retiary. Cp. hermit and

the first element in Ardhanari.

Derivatives : rare, adv., rare-ly, ad\. ,rare-ness,r\.

rare, adj., underdone. — ME. rere (whence also

dial. E. rear), fr. OE. hrer, 'underdone', prob.

rel. to OE., OS. hrdr, 'busy, active, strong', OE.

hreran, 'to move, stir, shake', OFris. I'rera, OS.

hrorian, ON. hrSra, Swed. rora, Dan. rere, Du.

roeren, OHG. hruoren, ruoren, MHG. rueren.

G. ruhren, and cogn. with OI. srayati, 'cooks',

Gk. xepavvuvai, 'to mix', xpaT-^p, 'a large

bowl for mixing wine and water'. See crater and

cp. grail, 'chalice'. Cp. also uproar,

rarebit, n., Welsh rabbit. — Short for Welsh rare-

bit, from the erroneous explanation of rabbit as

rare bit.

rarefaction, n., the act of rarefying. — ML. rdre-

factid, gen. -dnis, possibly through the medium

of MF. (= F.) rarefaction, fr. L. rdrefactus,

pp. of rarefacere. See rarefy and -faction.

Derivative: rarefaction-al, adj.

rarefactlve, adj., capable of rarefaction. — VL.

rarefactivus, fr. L. rdrefactus, pp. of rarefacere,

'to make thin or rare'. See next word and -ive.

rarefy, tr. v., to make rare; intr. v., to become

rare. — ME. rarefien, fr. MF. (= F.) rarefier,

fr. VL. *rdreficdre, freq. of L. rarefacere, 'to

make rare or thin', fr. rare, adv. of rarus, 'rare,

thin', and facere, 'to make, do'. See rare, 'thin',

and -fy.

Derivatives: rarefi-ahle, adj., rarefi-er, n.

rarity, n. — L. rdritds, 'looseness of texture;

rarity', fr. rarus, 'loose in texture ; rare'. See rare,

'thin', and -ity.

rasa, n., the sap of plants; fluid; essence (Hin-

duism). — OI. rdsah, rel. to rasa, 'moisture',

Rasd-, name of a mythic river (= Avestic

Ranhd), and cogn. with OI. drsati, 'flows', rsa-

bkdh, 'bull, steer', Avestic and OPers. arsha-i,

'man', Gk. SpaT]v, &ppYiv, 'male', fr. L-E. base

*eras-, *ras-, *eres-, *ers-, 'to flow, wet, mois-

ten', whence also L. rds, gen. rdris, 'dew'. See

roric and cp. the second element in Xerxes,

rascal, n. and adj. — ME. rascaille, rascaile, fr.

OF. rascaille (F. racaille), 'qjitcasts, rabble', fr.

OF. rasche, rache, 'scurf, filth'. See rash, 'erup-

tion', and cp. rapscallion.

Derivatives: rascal-dom, n., rascal-ism, n., ras-

cal-ity, n., rascal-ly, adj. and adv.

rasceta, n. pi., the transverse creases on the palm-

ar surface of the wrist (anat.) — ML., formed

with suff. -eta (pi.) fr. Arab, rusgh, 'wrist;

tarse'. See Jacob Hyrtl, Das Arabische und He-

braische in der Anatomic, Vienna, 1879, pp.

198-201.

rase, tr. v., to rub, scrape out, erase. — ME.

rasen, fr. MF. (^ F.) raser, 'to scrape, shave,

to raze to the ground', fr. VL. rdsdre, freq. of L.

rddo, rddere (pp. rdsus), 'to scrape, scrape away,

erase', which stands in gradational relationship

to rddere, 'to gnaw'. See rodent and cp. raze. Cp.

also abrade, abrase, abrasion, arrastre, erase,

race, 'to scratch', radula, ramentum, rascal, rash,

'eruption', rasher, 'a rockfish', rasorial, rasure,

razee, razor. Cp. also tabula rasa,

rash, adj., overhasty. — ME. rasch, prob. fr.

MLG. rasch or MDu. rase (Du. ras), 'quick,

swift', which are rel. to OHG. rase, 'quick,

strong, active vigorous', MHG., G. rasch,

'quick, fast', ON. rdskr, 'vigorous, brave', and

cogn. with Olr. rethim, 'I run'.

ratel

Derivatives: rash, adv., rash-ly, adv., rash-ness,

n.

rash, n., eruption. — OF. rasche, rache, 'scurf,

rel. to OProveng. rascar, Sp. rascar, 'to scrape,

scratch', fr. VL. *rdsica, fr. *rdsicdre, 'to

scrape or scratch frequently', freq. of L. rddere

(pp. rdsus), 'to scrape, scratch'. See rase and cp.

rascal.

rasher, n., a thin slice of meat. — Formed with

agential suflf. -er fr. obsol. rash, 'to cut', a var.

of rase.

rasher, n., a Californian rockfish. — Sp. racio, a

shorter form of rascacio, lit. 'scratcher', fr.

rascar, 'to scrape, scratch'. See rash, 'eruption',

and agential suflf. -er.

Rasores, n. pi., an order of birds (prnithol.) —
ModL. Rdsdres, fr. L. rasores, pi. of rdsor,

'scratcher', fr. rdsus, pp. of rddere, 'to scrape,

scratch'. See rase.

rasorial, adj., 1) scratching the ground for food

(said of birds); 2) belonging to the Rasores. —
Formed from prec. word with suflf. -ial.

rasp, tr. and intr. v., to rub. — ME. raspen, fr.

OF. *rasper (F. rdper), 'to rasp, grate', which is

of WTeut. origin ; cp. OHG. raspdn (for *rafsdn),

'to scrape together, snatch up in haste', which is

rel. to OHG. hrespan, 'to pluck, pull', OFris.

hrespa, OE. gehrespan, 'to tear', and to MHG.,
G. raffen, 'to sweep off''. See rafiSe, 'lottery', and

cp. G. Raspel, 'rasp', and E. raspberry, rape,

'refuse of grapes', rappee. Cp. also It. raspare,

OProven?., Sp. raspar, 'to scrape, scratch',

which also are Teut. loan words. Cp. also raspa-

tory.

Derivatives : /-as/i, n. (q.v.), rasp-ed, adj., rasp-er,

n., rasp-ing, adj., rasp-ing-ly, adv., rasp-y, adj.

rasp, n., file for smoothing or grating. — ME.
raspe, fr. OF. raspe (F. rape), fr. OF. *rasper.

See rasp, v.

Derivatives: rasp-ish, rasp-y, adjs.

rasp, n. — Dialectal abbreviation of raspberry.

raspatory, n., a surgical instrument for rasping

bones. — Medical L. raspdtorius, fr. raspare,

'to rasp', a word of WTeut. origin. See rasp, 'to

rub', and subst. suflf. -ory.

raspberry, n. — Fr. rasp, dialectal equivalent of

raspberry, back formation of raspis, a kind of

wine, fr. OF. vin raspe (whence F. rape), prop,

pp. of 'rasper (F. rdper). See rasp, 'to rub' and

cp. rape, 'refuse of grapes'. Raspberry prop,

means 'rasping berry, rough berry'. For sense

development cp. G. Kratzbeere, 'raspberry', lit.

'scratching or rasping berry'.

rasse, n., a kind of civet. — Borrowed fr. Java-

nese rase through the medium of Dutch.

rasure, n., the act of scraping. — MF., F., fr. L.

rdsdra, fr. rdsus, pp. of rddere, 'to scrape,

scratch'. See rase and -ure.

rat, n. — ME. rat, ratte, fr. OE. rxt, rel. to OS.
ratta, MLG. rotte, MDu. ratte, Du. rat, rot,

OHG. ratta, rata, MHG., G. ratte, ON. rottu-

(in surnames), Dan. rotte, Swed. ritta, Norw.

rotta, and to It. ratto, Sp., Port, rata, F. rat,

Gael, radan. The etymology of these words is

unknown. There is no connection between

them and L. rddere, 'to gnaw'. Cp. ratteen.

Derivatives: rat, tr. v., ratt-ish, adj., ratt-y, adj.

rata, n., a New Zealand tree. — Maori.

ratable, adj. — Formed fr. rate, 'to estimate',

with suflf. -able.

Derivatives: ratabil-ity, n., ratable-ness, n.,

ratabl-y, adv.

ratafia, n., liqueur flavored with kernels of cher-

ries, apricots or peaches or with almonds. —
Creole F., possibly a corruption of the Latin

formula Rata fiat (scil. conventid), 'Let the

agreement be firmly established', used amongst
people drinking one another's health. The word
tafia (q.v.) is prob. an abbreviation of ratafia.

See Bloch-Wartburg, DELE., p. 598. L. rata is

the fem. pp. of rear, reri, 'to reckon, believe,

think'; see rate, 'amount'. For the etymology of

L. fiat see fiat.

ratal, n., an amount at which property is assessed.

— Formed with adj. suflf. -al fr. rate, 'amount',

on analogy of rental.

ratan, n. — The same as rattan.

ratany, n. — The same as rhatany.

rataplan, n., the repeated sound of a drum. — F.,

of imitative origin.

Derivative: rataplan, tr. and intr. v.

rat-a-tat, n. — See rat-tat.

ratcb, n., ratchet. — Short for ratchet.

Derivatives: ratch, tr. v., to fit with a ratchet,

ratch-ing, n.

ratch, intr. v., to reach (naut.)— A var. of reach.

ratchet, n., a click, pawl. — F. rochet, 'bobbin,

spindle, ratchet', fr. Frankish *rokka, 'spindle',

which is rel. to OHG. rocko, 'distaflf, fr. I.-E.

base *rug-, 'to spin'. See rock, 'distaff, and -et

and cp. rocket, 'firework'.

Derivatives: ratchet, intr. and tr. v., ratchet-y,

adj.

rate, n., amount; speed. — ME., fr. MF. rate, fr.

ML rata, fr. Late L. rata {%ci\. pars), 'settled, es-

timated, part', fem. pp. of L. reor, reri, 'to

reckon, believe, think, suppose, judge', whence
also ratio, gen. -dnis, 'reckoning, calculation'.

See reason and cp. ratio, ration, ratify, ratafia,

derate, prorate, irritate, 'to make null and void'.

Derivatives: rate, tr. and intr. v., rat-ed, adj.,

rat-er, n., rat-ing, n.

rate, tr. v., to scold. — ME. raten, prob. fr. OF.
reter, 'to impute, blame', fr. L. reputdre, 'to

count over, reflect', in VL., 'to impute, blame'.

See repute.

Derivatives: rat, n., reproof, rat-er, n., one
who scolds, rat-ing, n.

rate, tr. v., to soak. — A var. of ret.

ratel, n., a badgerlike mammal. — S. Afr. Du.,

prob. short for raleldas, lit. 'honeycomb bad-
ger', fr. Du. raat, 'honeycomb', and das, 'bad-

ger', which is rel. to G. Dachs, of s.m. See
dachsfannd.



ratero, n., a thief. — Sp., fr. L. raptarius, 'per-

taining to plunder', fr. raptus, pp. of rapere, 'to

seize and carry off'. See rapid and cp. words

there referred to.

rath, n., a mound, enclosure. — Ir. rath.

Rathayatra, n., car festival of a divinity {Hin-

duism). — Lit. 'chariot procession', fr. OI. rd-

thah, 'car, chariot', and ydtra, 'procession, fes-

tival'. The first element is rel. to Avestic ra&o-,

'car, chariot', and cogn. with L. rota, 'wheel'

;

see rota. The second element is a derivative of

OI. ydti, ydte, 'goes, travels' ; see janitor and cp.

jaun.

rathe, rath, adj., early. — ME., 'quick, swift', fr.

OE. hrxd, var. hrxd, 'quick, swift, agile, hasty',

which is rel. to ON. hradr, OHG. hrad, of s.m.,

and to OE. hradian, ON. hrada, 'to hasten'.

These words derive perh. from a dental enlarge-

ment of I.-E. base *(s)qer-, 'to leap'. See cardi-

nal, adj., and cp. rather.

Derivatives : rathe-ly, adv., rathe-ness, n.

rathe, adv., early. — ME., 'quickly', fr. OE.

hrade, rel. to the adjective hned. See prec. word.

rather, adv. — ME., 'more quickly", fr. OE. hra-

dor, compar. of hrade. See prec. word and

compar. suff. -er.

rathite, n., a lead sulfarsenite (mineral.) —
Named after the German mineralogist Gerhard

vom Rath (1830-88). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

ratification, n., confirmation. — ME., fr. MF.

(= F.), fr. ML. ratificationem, ace. of ratificdtw,

fr. ratificdtus, pp. of ratificare. See next word

and -ation.

ratify, tr. v., to confirm. — ME. ratifien, fr. MF.

(= F.) ratifier, fr. ML. ratificare, 'to fix by reck-

oning', formed fr. L. ratus, pp. oi rear, reri, 'to

reckon, believe, think', and -ficdre, (r./acere, 'to

make, do'. See rate, 'amount", and -fy.

Derivative: ratifi-er, n.

ratio, n., proportion.— L. ratio, 'reckoning, cal-

culation, matter, affair, relation; reason', fr. ra-

tus, pp. of reor, reri, 'to think, judge, reckon'.

See reason and cp. ration, which are both

doublets of ratio. Cp. also rate, 'amount'.

ratiocinate, intr. v., to reason.— L. ratidcinatus,

pp. of ratiocindri, 'to reckon, calculate, consid-

er, deliberate', compounded of ratio (see prec.

word) and -cindri, which is prob. rel. to L.

condri, 'to try, endeavor", and cogn. with Gk.

eyv.ovEtv, 'to be quick and active', Siav.ovoq,

'servant'. See deacon and cp. the second element

in vaticinate,

ratiocination, n., reasoning. — MF. (= F.), fr. L.

ratiocindtionem, diCC.oS'ratidcindlid,'a. reasoning",

fr. ratidcinatus, pp. of ratiocindri. See prec. word

and -ion.

ratiocinative, adj., pertaining to reasoning. — L.

ratidcindtivus, fr. ratidcinatus, pp. of ratiocindri.

See ratiocinate and -ive.

ration, n. , 1) a fixed portion ; 2) a fixed allowance.

F., fr. L. ratidnem, ace. of ratid. See ratio.

Derivatives : ration, tr. v. , to supply with rations,

rational (q.v.)

rational, adj. — ME. racional, fr. L. ratidndlis,

'pertaining to reason', fr. ratid. See ratio and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives : rational, n., rational-ism, n., ration-

al-ist, n., and adj., rational-ist-ic, adj., rational-

ist-ic-al-ly, adv., rational-ize, tr. and intr. v.,

rational-iz-ation, n., rational-ly, adv.

rationale, n., exposition of principles. — L. ra-

tidndle, 'a rational thing', neut. of the adjective

ratidndlis. See prec. word.

rationality, n. — Late L. ratidndlitds, fr. L. ra-

tidndlis. See rational and -ity.

Ratitae, n. pi., a division of birds (zool.) —
ModL., prop. fem. pi. of ratitus, 'marked with

the figure of a raft', fr. L. ratis, 'raft'. See rood

and cp. radeau.

ratite, adj., 1) having a flat breastbone; 2) per-

taining to the division of Ratitae; n., one of the

Ratitae. — See prec. word and adj. suff. -ite.

ratlin, ratline, rattling, n. {naut.) — Of uncertain

origin.

ratoon, n., a sprout from the sugar cane after it

has been cut down. — Sp. retoiio, 'sprout', fr.

retoHar, 'to sprout again', lit. 'to sprout after

autumn', fr. pref. re-, 'again' (see re-), and

otoHar, 'to grow in autumn', fr. otono, 'autumn',

fr. L. autumnus. See autumn.

Derivative: ratoon, intr. and tr. v., to send up.

rattan, also ratan, n., the long stem of the palms

of the genera Calamus and Daemonorops. —
Malay rotan, for rautan, fr. raut, 'to peel, pare,

trim'. Cp. rotang.

Derivative: rattan, ratan, tr. v., to supply with

rattan; to punish by striking with a rattan.

rat-tat, rat-a-tat, n., the sound of a loud knocking

at the door. — Imitative.

ratteen, n., a thick woolen fabric (archaic). — F.

ratine, 'frieze, ratteen', of unknown origin.

ratten, n., to destroy machinery in defiance of a

trade union. — Lit. 'to be harmful like a rat',

denominated fr. ratten, an English dial. var. of

rat.

rattle, intr. and tr. v. — ME. ratelen, rel. to OE.

hratele, name of a plant, MDu., Du. ratelen, 'to

rattle', ratel, 'rattle', MHG. rassen, 'to rage',

ra.33elen, of s.m., G. rasseln, 'to rattle' (the

meaning of the latter was influenced by Du.

ratelen), OE. hratian, hradian, 'to hasten', ON.

hrata, 'to reel, stagger", and prob. cogn. with

Gk. xpaSacj, xpaSaivco, 'I brandish, shake".

See cardinal, adj.

Derivatives: rattle, n., rattl-er, n., rattl-ing, adj.,

rattl-ing-ly, adv., rattl-ing-ness, n., rattl-y, adj.

raucity, n., hoarseness. — L. raucitds, fr. raucus.

See next word and -ity.

raucous, adj., hoarse.— L. raucus, 'hoarse', which

is contracted fr. *ra""icos, and, accordingly, a

derivative of riyus, 'hoarse', from the imitative

base *re-, *rd, whence also OI. rdyati, 'barks',

rduti, ruvdti, ravati, 'roars'. Arm. ofnal, 'to

Kaymond

howl' (said of wolves), Gk. {L-puEal^ai, 'to

howl, roar', OSlav. revg, rjevQ, 'I roar', rarii, 'a

sound', ON. rdmr, 'hoarse', OE. ryn, 'a roaring',

rpnan, 'to roar', rdrian, 'to wail ; to bellow'. Cp.
roar, Rudra, rumble, rumor, rut, 'sexual excite-

ment of animals'.

Derivatives: raucous-ly, adv., raucous-ness, n.

Rauwolfia, n., a genus of tropical plants of the

dogbane family (bol.) — ModL., named after

the German botanist and traveler Leonhard
Rauwolf (died in 1595). For the ending see 1st

suff. -ia.

ravage, n., devastation, ruin. — F., fr. ravir, 'to

carry off, ravish'. See ravish and -age.

ravage, tr. and intr. v. — F. ravager, 'to devas-

tate, ravage', fr. ravage. See ravage, n.

Derivatives: ravage-ment, n., ravag-er, n.

rave, intr. v., to speak as in delirium; tr. v., to

utter as if in delirium. — ME. raven, fr. OF.
raver, resver, 'to rave' (whence F. rSver, 'to

dream', rive, 'dream'), OF. resver is formed fr.

pref. re- (see re-) and *esver, 'to wander, roam
about' (whence also desver, 'to be mad'), fr.

Gaulish-Latin base *esvo, 'vagabond', fr. VL.
*exvagus, fr. 1st ex- and L. vagus, 'wandering';

see vagary and cp. reverie. See also Bloch-Wart-

burg, DELF., p. 525.

Derivatives: rave, n., rav-ing, adj., rav-ing-ly,

adv.

rave, n., framework placed in a cart. — Of uncer-

tain origin.

ravel, tr. v., 1) to entangle; 2) to untwist; 3) to

disentangle; intr. v., 1) to become entangled;

2) to become untwisted; 3) to be disentangled.

— Early ModDu. ravelen, 'to entangle' (Du.

rafelen, 'to unravel'), rel. to EFris. rafelen, LG.
rabbeln, rebeln, rebbeln, reffeln. See raffle, 'lot-

tery'.

Derivatives: ravel, n., ravel(t)-ed, adj., raveld)-

ing, n., ravel(l)-er, n., ravel-ment, n.

ravelin, n., a triangular work placed between two
bastions. — F., fr. It. ravellino, a later var. of

rivellino, which is of unknown origin.

raven, n., a large bird of the crow family (Corvus

corax). — ME., fr. OE. hreefn, rel. to ON. hrafn,

Dan. ravn, MLG. rave, Du. raaf, OHG. hraban,

rabo, MHG. raben, rabe, G. Rabe, 'raven', and
cogn. with L. crepdre, 'to creak, clatter', pos-

sibly also with OI. k[pate, 'laments'. These
words are labial enlargements of I.-E. base

*qer-, *qor-, *qr-, imitative of harsh sounds.

From the same base are Gk. xopa^, 'crow,

raven', xopwvT), 'crow', L. cornix,^ciov/', corvus,

'raven', OI. krSsati, Avestic xraosaiti, 'cries,

shouts', OI. krdsad, 'a call, a shout', OSlav.
krikii, 'shout', kriiati, 'to shout', Gk. xptiJ^Etv,

xpcoi^eiv, 'to croak', xpauyiQ, 'a crying, a shout-

ing', L. crocire, 'to croak', OSlav. kraiu, kra-

kati, Lith. kraukiu, kraukti, 'to crojik', OSlav.

kruka, 'raven', Lith. krauklps, 'crow', Lett.

kra&klis, 'raven', Lith. krike, OPruss. krakko,

'the black woodpecker', Mir. corr, 'crane'.

cercc, 'hen', OE. hrdc, ON. hrdkr, 'rook'. Cp.
corbel, Coronls, Corvus, rook, the bird, and the

first element in Circaetus, coracoid, cormorant,

Coronopus, Cp. also kos. Cp. also crepitate.

Derivative: raven-ry, n.

raven, intr. v., to prey; tr. v., to devour greedily

(rare). — MF. raviner, 'to ravager', fr. ravine,

'rapine'. See ravin.

Derivatives: raven-ing, adj., raven-ing-ly, adv.,

raven-ous, adj., raven-ous-ly, adv., raven-ous-

ness, n.

ravigote, n., shallot sauce. — F., back formation

fr. ravigoter, 'to revive, refresh', which is form-

ed—with change of suff.—fr. OF. ravigorer,

of s.m., fr. pref. ra-, contraction of L. re- and ad
(see re- and ad-) and vigor, gen. vigdris, 'liveli-

ness'. See vigor.

ravin, ravine, n., plunder. — ME. ravin, ravine, fr.

MF. ravine, 'rapine, robbery', fr. OF., fr. L. ra-

pina. See rapine and cp. raven, 'to prey' . In ModF.
ravine means 'torrent, gully'. Cp. next word.

ravine, n., a deep cleft or gorge. — F., 'mountain

torrent, ravine', fr. OF. ravine, 'rapine, robbery;

rapidity, impetuosity; rush of water, torrent'.

See prec. word.

ravish, tr. v. — ME. ravisshen, fr. F. raviss-, pres.

part, stem of ravir, 'to carry off, ravish', fr. VL.
*rapire, fr. L. rapere, 'to seize'. See rapid and
verbal suff. -ish and cp. rape, 'to seize'.

Derivatives: ravish-er, n., ravish-ing, adj., rav-

ish-ing-ly, adv., ravish-ment, n.

raw, adj. — ME., fr. OE. hreaw, rel. to OS. hrd,

ON. hrdr, Dan. raa, Swed. rd, MDu. rau, Du.
rauw, OHG. (h)rao, hrawer, MHG. rd, rder, G.
roh, fr. I.-E. base *qrew -, *qreu-, 'congealed,

bloody', whence also OI. kravih, 'raw flesh', Gk.
xpea? (for *y.pkFa.q], 'flesh', L. cruor, 'blood',

crUdus, 'raw, not cooked'. See crude and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: raw, n., and tr. v., raw-ish, adj.,

raw-ish-ness, n.

ray, n., beam, radiance. — ME., fr. OF. rai

(whence F. rai, rais, 'spoke of wheel', rayon,

'ray', see rayon), fr. L. radius. See radius.

Derivatives: ray, intr. and tr. v., ray-ed, adj.,

ray-less, adj.

ray, n., a fish of the order Selachii. — ME. rave,

fr. OF. (= F.) raie, fr. L. raia, a word of uncer-

tain origin.

rayah, n., a non-Moslem subject in a Moslem
state, esp. in Turkey. — Arab, ra'iya'', 'flock,

herd; subjects', fr. rd'd, 'he fed, pastured',

which is rel. to Heb. ra'a*, Aram, r^'d, 'he pas-

tured, tended', Akkad. re'«, 'to pasture". Cp.

ryot.

raylet, n., a small ray. — Formed fr. ray, 'beam',

with the dimin. suff. -let.

Raymond, also Raymund, masc. PN. — OF. Rai-

mund (F. Raymond), fr. Frankish Raginmund,
lit. 'counsel-protection' ; compounded of ragin,

'counsel, might', and mund, 'hand, protection',

which is rel. to OHG. munt, OE. mund, 'hand.



rayon

protection', and cogn. with L. manus, 'hand'.

See manual and cp. mound, 'a heap of earth'. Cp.

also the second element in Edmond, Osmond,

Sigismond.

rayon, n., artificial silk. — F. rayon, 'ray', fr.

OF. rai, 'ray' (see ray, 'beam'); so called be-

cause of its glossy appearance.

raze, tr. v., to level to the ground, destroy. —
Alter, of rase.

Derivatives: raze, n., razee (q.v.), razor (q.v.)

razee, n., a ship whose upper deck has been cut

away. — Fr: F. (vaisseau) rase, lit. '(a ship) cut

down', pp. of raser. See prec. word.

Derivative: razee, tr. v.

razor, n. — ME. rasour, fr. OF. rasor, rasour, fr.

raser. See rase and agential suff. -or.

Derivative: razor, tr. v.

razzia, n., a raid. — F., fr. Algerian pronuncia-

tion of Arab, ghdziya'', 'raid', a derivative of the

verb ghdza (base gh-z-w), 'he made war'. Cp.

ghazi.

razzle-dazzle, n., confusion, spree (slang). — The

first element is a blend of rattle and dazzle,

re, n., a syllable used in solmization to denote

the second tone of the diatonic scale (mus.)

re, in the matter of. — L. re, abl. of res, 'thing,

matter'. See res, real, adj.

re-, red-, pref meaning 1) back; 2) again. —
ME., fr. OF., fr. L. re-, before a vowel red-,

'back; again', either directly or through the me-

dium of F. re-, re-, resp. red-, red-. Cp. retro-,

reach, tr. and intr. v., to obtain.— ME. rechen, fr.

OF. rscan, 'to stretch out', rel. to OFris. reka,

reza, MDu. reiken, reken, Du. reiken. OHG.,

MHG., G. reichen, 'to attain, reach', ON. and

Norw. reik, 'parting of the hair', and cogn. with

Lith. raizius, rdiztis, 'to stretch oneself, and its

iterative rdizaus, rdizytis, Olr. riag (fr. riga),

'torture (caused by racking)'. All these words

derive fr. I.-E. base *reig-, 'to stretch out'. Cp.

the related l.-E. base *reg-, 'to stretch, straight-

en', whence Gk. opsvEiv, 'to reach, stretch

out', L. regere, 'to stretch, extend, make

straight; to rule', and see regent, adj.

Derivatives: reach, n., reach-able, adj., reach-er,

n., reach-ing, reach-less, reach-y, adjs.

react, tr. and intr. v. — ModL. redctus, pp. of

reagere, fr. re- and L. agere, 'to set in motion,

drive, lead; to do, act'. See act.

Derivatives: react-ance, n. (electr.), react-ive,

adj., react-ive-ly, adv., react-ive-ness, n., react-

iv-ity, n., react-or, n.

re-act, tr. v., to act again. — Formed fr. re- and

act.

reaction, n. — Formed fr. re- and action.

Derivatives: reaction-ary, adj. and n., reaction-

ari-ness, n., reaction-ar-ism, n., reaction-ar-ist,

n., reaction-ism, n., reaction-ist, n.

read, tr. and intr. v.— ME. reden, fr. OE. rsedan,

'to advise, counsel, discuss, deliberatp, rule,

guess, interpret, read' (whence OE. rxd, 'advise,

counsel'), rel. to OS. radan, ON. rdda, Swed.

rdda, OFris. reda, Du. raden, OHG. rdtan,

MHG. rdten, 'to advise, counsel', G. raten, 'to

advise, counsel, guess', erraten, 'to guess',

Goth, -redan (e.g. in ga-redan, 'to provide for

oneself) and cogn. with OI. radhnoti, rddhyati,

'makes fit, succeeds, satisfies', OSlav. raditi, 'to

care for', Olr. rddim, 'I speak', rdd, 'speech',

immrddim, 'I deliberate', OW. amraud, 'mind',

ModW. amrawdd, 'conversation'. All these

words derive fr. I.-E. *re-dh-, *r^-dh-, enlarge-

ments of base *ar-, *are-, *re-, *r"-, 'to join,

fix', whence L. rear, reri (pp. ratus), 'to think,

judge, reckon'. See arm, 'the upper limb', and

cp. raad, rede, 'counsel', riddle, 'engima', and

the second element in hatred, kindred and in the

PNs. Conrad, Eldred. Cp. also reason and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: read, n., the act of reading, read-

able, adj., read-abil-ity, n., read-able-ness, n.,

read-abl-y, adv., reader (q.v.), read-ing, n. and

adj.

read, pret. and pp. of read. — ME. redde, resp.

(ge)red, fr. OE. r^dde, resp. (ge)red.

reader, n. — ME. redere, fr. OE. rSdere, fr. rx-

dan, 'to read'. See prec. word and agential suff.

-er.

readjust, tr. v., to adjust again. — Formed fr. re-

and adjust.

Derivative: readjust-ment, n. (cp. adjustment.)

ready, adj. — ME. redi, readi, formed—with

change of suff".—fr! OE. rsde, gerxd?; 'ready',

which is related to OFris. rede, MDu. gereit,

gereet, Du. gereed, bereid, OHG. reiti, bireiti,

MHG. bereite, gereite, G. bereit, 'ready', ON.

greidr, 'ready, plain', Goth, garaips, 'ordered,

arranged'. These words prob. meant orig. 'pre-

pared for riding', and are rel. to ride (q.v.) For

sense development cp. G. fertig, 'ready', which

derives fr. Fahrt, 'journey, voyage, trip' (fr.

fahren, 'to go, travel'), and lit. means 'ready to

travel'. Cp. already. Cp. also redd, array, curry,

'to dress leather', graith, and the second element

in hatred, kindred. Cp. also redowa.

Derivatives: ready, adj. and tr. v., readi-ty, adv.,

readi-ness, n.

reaifirm, tr. v., to affirm again with emphasis. —
Formed fr. re- and affirm.

Derivatives: reaffirm-ance, n., reaffirm-ation, n.

reagency, n., action of a reagent.— Formed from

next word with sutf. -cy.

reagent, n., that which reacts (chem.) — Formed

fr. re- and agent. Cp. react,

real, adj., genuine. — ME., fr. OF. real (F. reel),

'real, actual', fr. Late L. redlis, 'pertaining to a

thing', fr. L. res, 'thing, object, matter, affair,

circumstance', which is rel. to Umbr. ri (cor-

responding to L. re, abl. of res) and cogn. with

OI. rah, 'possession, property', rayih, 'gift',

rdtdh, Avestic rdtd, 'offered' (pp.), OI. revdnt-,

Avestic raevant-, 'rich'. Cp. res. Cp. also re, 'in

the matter of, reatus, rebus, reify, reus, the first

element in republic and the first word in res
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gesta. For the ending in real see adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : real, n., realism (q.v.), realist (q.v.),

realize (q.v.), real-ly, adv., real-ness, n.

real, n., an old Spanish silver coin. — Sp., prop,

an adjective meaning 'royal', fr. L. regdlis

(whence also F. royal). See regal, adj., and cp.

royal. Cp. also reis.

realgar, n., arsenic sulfide. — ME., fr. ML., fr.

Sp. rejalgar, fr. Arab, rahj al-ghdr, lit. 'powder

of the mine', fr. rahj, 'powder', al-, 'the', and

ghdr, 'cave, mine'.

realism, n. — G. Realismus, formed fr. Late L.

redlis (see real, adj.) with suff. -ismus, fr. L. -is-

mus (see -ism).

realist, n. and adj. — F. realiste, formed fr. OF.
real (see real, adj.) with suff. -iste (see -ist).

Derivatives: realist-ic, adj., realist-ic-al-ly, adv.

reality, n.— F. realite, fr. ML. redlitdtem, ace. of

redlitds, fr. Late L. redlis. See real, adj., and

suff. -ity.

realize, tr. and intr. v. — F. realiser, fr. MF., fr.

OF. real, 'real, actual'. See real, adj., and -ize.

Derivatives: realiz-able, adj. realiz-ation, n.,

realiz-er, n., realiz-ing, adj., realiz-ing-ly, adv.

realm, n. — ME. realme, reaume, fr. OF. realme,

reaume (F. royaume), 'kingdom, realm', which

is a blend of OF. reial (F. royal), 'regal, royal'

(see royal), and OF. reiame, reemme, which de-

rives fr. L. regimen, 'direction, government';

see regimen. Cp. OProven?. reyalme, realme,

which also derives fr. L. regimen, and It. reame,

OSp. reame, realme, which are borrowed fr.

OProven?. or OF.

realmless, adj. — Coined by the English poet

John Keats (1795-1821) fr. realm and suff. -less.

realpolitik, n., real, i.e. practical, politics. — G.

Realpolitik. See real, adj., and politic.

realschule, n., secondary school in which no clas-

sics are taught; the opposite oi a. gymnasium. —
G. Realschule, lit. 'real (= practical) school';

first used by the German parson Chr. Semler in

1706. See real, adj., and school, 'a place of learn-

ing', and cp. the first element in prec. word.

realtor, n., a real estate broker. — Coined by C.

Chadbournof Minneapolis about 1915 fr. realty,

'real estate', and agential suff. -or.

realty, n., real estate. — Formed fr. real, adj.,

with suff. -ty.

realty, n., royalty (obsol.) — OF. realte (F.

royaute), fr. VL. *regdlitdtem, ace. of *regdlitds,

fr. L. regdlis, 'belonging to a king'. See regal,

adj., and cp. words there referred to.

ream, n., 20 quires of paper.— ME. reme, fr. OF.
rayme (F. rame), fr. Sp. resma, fr. Arab, rizmo/^,

'bundle, bundle of paper'.

ream, n., cream; froth. — ME. rem, fr. OE.
ream, 'cream', rel. to MLG. rom, rome, Du.

room, MHG. roum, G.Rahm, Icel. rjomi, 'cream',

fr. Teut. base *rauma-, which corresponds perh.

to I.-E. 'raugma-, whence Avestic raoyna-, 'but-

ter'. Cp. ramekin.

Derivatives: ream, intr. and tr. v., ream-y, adj.

ream, tr. v., to enlarge a hole. — Lit. 'to make
room', fr. ME. remen, rumen, fr. OE. ryman, 'to

make room, widen', fr. riim, 'spacious, wide'.

Cp. OS. rumian, ON. ryma, OFris. rema, OHG.
rSmen, 'to make room, widen'. Cp. also E. dial.

rime, 'to enlarge a hole', and see room.

reamer, n., a tool for enlarging a hole.— Formed
fr. prec. word with agential suff. -er.

Derivatives: reamer, tr. v., reamer-er, n.

reanimate, tr. v., to bring back to life.— Formed
fr. re- and animate, v.

Derivative: reanimat-ion, n.

reap, tr. and intr. v. — ME. repen, ripen, fr. OE.

repan, reopan, rXpan, 'to reap', rel. to MLG.
repen, 'to ripple (flax)', Flem. repen, 'to tear,

hackle', and to ripe (q.v.) Cp. ripple, 'to clean

(flax)'.

Derivatives : reap-able, adj., reap-er, n., reap-ing,

n.

reappear, intr. v., to appear again. — Formed fr.

re- and appear.

reappearance, n. — Formed fr. re- and appear-

ance.-

rear, n., the hindmost part; adj., hindmost. —
Aphetic for arrear. Cp. rear guard.

rear, tr. v., to raise; intr. v., to stand on the hind

legs (said esp. of horses). — ME. reren, of OE.

rieran, 'to raise', causative ofrisan, 'to rise'; rel.

to Goth, ur-raisjan, 'to raise' (causative of ur-

reisan, 'to rise'), ON. reisa, 'to raise' (causative

of rlsa, 'to rise'). See raise, rise.

rear guard, n. — ME. reregarde, fr. MF., fr. OF.,

which is compounded oirere, riere, 'behind' (fr.

L. retro), and garde, 'guard'. See retro- and

guard.

rearm, tr. and intr. v., to arm again. — Formed

fr. re- and arm, 'to furnish with weapons'.

rearmament, n. — Formed fr. re- and armament.

Cp. prec. word.

rearmost, adj., hindmost. — Compounded of

rear, 'hindmost', and most.

rearmouse, n. — See reremouse.

rearrange, tr. v., to arrange again. — Formed fr.

re- and arrange.

Derivative: rearrange-ment, n.

rearward, adj., situated at the rear. — Com-
pounded of rear, 'the hindmost part', and -ward.

Derivative: rearward, n.

rearward, rearwards, adv., at, or toward, the

rear. — Compounded of rear, 'the hindmost

part', and -ward(s).

reason, n. — ME. resoun, fr. OF. raison, reson

(F. raison), fr. L. rationem, ace. of ratio, 'reck-

oning, calculation, matter, affair; relation, rea-

son', fr. ratus, pp. of rear, reri, 'to reckon, be-

lieve, think', which is cogn. with Goth, rapjo, 'a

reckoning, account, number', ga-rapjan, 'to

reckon, count', OS. rethia, OFris. rethe, OHG.
redia, 'account', fr. I.-E. base *ar-, *are-, *re-,

*/•*-, 'to join, fix', whence also Gk. dcp-ap-

toxeiv, 'to join closely together', L. arma (pi.),

'weapons', prop, 'implements (of war)', ars, gen.



artis, 'art'. See arm, 'the upper limb', art, and

cp. arraign, 'to call to account', deraign, rai-

sonne, rate, 'quantity', ratify, ratio and the sec-

ond element in hundred. Cp. also read.

Derivatives: reason-less, adj., reason-less-ly,

adv., reason-less-ness, n.

reason, intr. and tr. v. — ME. resonen, fr. MF.
(= F.) raisonner, 'to reason', fr. raison, 'reason'.

See reason, n.

Derivatives: reason-ed, adj., reason-ed-ly, adv.,

reason-er, n., reason-ing, n. and adj.

reasonable, adj. — ME. resonable, fr. OF.

raison{n)able, raisnable (F. raisonnable), fr. L.

ratidndbilis, 'reasonable, rational', fr. ratio, gen.

-onis. See reason, n., and -able.

Derivatives: reasonabil-ity, n., reasonable-ness,

n., reasonahl-y, adv.

reassume, tr. v., to assume again. — Formed fr.

re- and assume,

reassumption, n., the act of reassuming.— Form-

ed fr. re- and assumption,

reassurance, n., the act of reassuring. — Formed

fr. re- and assurance,

reassure, tr. v., to restore confidence to.— Form-

ed fr. re- and assure.

Derivatives

:

reassur-ing, adj., reassur-ing-ly,a.d\.

reata, also riata, n., lariat. — Amer. Sp. reata,

back formation fr. Sp. reatar, 'to tie again', fr.

re- (see re-) and atar, 'to tie', fr. L. apldre, 'to

adapt, apply', fr. aptus. See apt and cp. lariat.

reatus, n., condition of an accused person (law).

— L. reatus, fr. reus, 'defendant'. See reus and

subst. suff. -ate and cp. correal.

Reaumur, adj., pertaining to the French physicist

Ren6-Antoine Ferchault de Rdaumur (1683-

1757), or to the thermometric scale invented by

him in 1731.

reave, tr. v., to seize, rob (archaic). — ME. reven,

fr. OE. reafian, 'to seize, rob, plunder', rel. to

reofan, 'to break', be-reofan, 'to rob', reaf, 'spoil,

plunder', OFris. raf, MDu., Du. roof, OHG.
roub, MHG.7-o«p,G. Raub, of s.m., OS. rohon,

MLG. and MDu. roven, Du. rovet\, OHG.
roubon, MHG. rouben, G. rauben, 'to rob',

GoXh. bi-raubon, 'to despoil', ON. raufa, 'to tear,

break", reyfa, 'to rob', rjufa, 'to tear, break', and

prob.alsotoOS.rop(an,OHG.ro«/(/)£'/i, MHG.
roufen, G. raufen, Goth, raupjan, 'to pluck'. The

nearest cognates outside Teutonic are OI. ro-

payati, 'causes spasms ; breaks off', riipyati, 'feels

spasms', ropa-, 'hole, cave", L. rupes, 'rock,

cliff", rumpere, 'to break, burst, tear, rend', Lith.

ritpas, 'rough'. It. rubare, OProven?. raubar,

Sp. robar, 'to rob', OF. rober, 'to rob', OF. des-

rober, 'to spoil' (whence F. derober, 'to steal'),

F. robe, 'dress, gown', are Teut. loan words. Cp.

bereave, rob, rove, 'to wander', ruff, 'collar',

ruffle, 'to grow rough'. Cp. also rupture and

words there referred to. Cp. also Rubus.

reaver, never, n., one who reaves (arcI'Mic). —
ME. revere, fr. OE. reafere, fr. reafian. See prec.

word and agential suff. -er.
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rebab, n., a medieval stringed instrument (music).

— See rebec,

rebaptism, n., a second baptism. — Formed fr.

re- and baptism,

rebaptize, tr. v., to baptize again. — Formed fr.

re- and baptize.

Derivatives: rebaptiz-er, n., rebaptiz-ation, n.

rebate, n., deduction.— F. rabat, back formation

fr. rabattre, fr. OF. rabattre. See rebate, v.

rebate, tr. v., to deduct. — ME. rebaten, fr. OF.

(= F.) rabattre, 'to beat down', fr. re- (see re-)

and abattre, 'to beat down'. See abate, 'to beat

down', and cp. debate. Cp. also rabbet.

Derivative: rebat-er, n.

rebbe, n., 1) a Hebrew teacher, esp. in a heder; 2)

a rabbi, esp. a Hasidic rabbi. — Yiddish, fr.

Heb. rabbi, 'my teacher; rabbi'. See rabbi,

rebec, rebeck, n., a stringed instrument. — F. re-

bec, formed (after bee, 'beak') fr. OF. rebebe,

rubebe (whence ME. ribibe), fr. Arab, rabdb (in

vulgar pronunciation rebdb). Cp. OProven?.

rebec, whence It. ribeca. Cp. also rebab.

Rebecca, Rebekah, 1) fern. PN. ; 2) in the Bible,

the wife of Isaac and mother of Jacob and Esau.

— Late L. Rebecca, fr. Gk. "PePszica, fr. Heb.

Ribhqd'', lit. 'connection', rel. to ribkqa'', 'team',

marbeq, 'stall', lit. 'tying-place', fr. base r-b-q,

'to tie, couple, join' ; cp. Arab, rdbaqa, 'he tied

fast', rdbqa'', 'snare, trap'. See Martin Noth, Die

israelitischen Personennamen im Rahmen der

gemeinsemitischen Namengebung,' Stuttgart,

1928, p. 10.

rebel, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) rebelle, fr. L.

rebellis, 'one who makes war again; one who

revolts, rebellious', fr. re- and bellum, 'war'. See

bellicose and cp. revel.

Derivative: rebel-dom, n.

rebel, intr. v. — ME. rebellen, fr. MF. (= F.) re-

beller, fr. L. rebelldre, 'to make war again, to

revolt', fr. re- and belldre, 'to make war", fr.

bellum. See rebel, n.

rebellion, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) rebellion, fr.

L. rebellidnem, ace. of rebellio, 'a renewal of

war; a rebellion', fr. rebellis. See rebel, n., and

-ion.

rebeUious, adj. — ME., fr. ML. rebellidsus, fr. L.

rebellio. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: rebellious-ly, adv., rebellious-ness,

n.

rebind, tr. v. — Formed fr. re- and bind.

rebirth, n. — Formed fr. re- and birth.

reboant, adj., re-echoing loudly. — L. rebodns,

gen. -amis, pres. part, of rebodre, "to resound,

re-echo', fr. re- and bodre, 'to cry aloud', which

is borrowed fr. Gk. ^oav, 'to cry, shout, echo',

fr. poTj 'a cry, shout', from the imitative base

*bu-, whence also L. bubo, 'owl'; Gk. 0ot) was

prob. influenced in form by Yoo?, 'wailing,

groaning'. See Bubo and cp. Boethusian and the

first element in reedromion. For the ending see

suff. -ant.

reborn, adj. — Formed fr. re- and bom.
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rebound, adj., bound again. — Pp. of rebind.

rebound, intr. v., to spring back. — ME. re-

bounden, fr. MF. (= F.) rebondir, fr. re- (see re-)

and bondir, 'to bound', whence E. bound, 'to

recoil' (q.v.)

Derivatives : rebound, n., process of rebounding,

rebound-er, n.

rebuff, n., a blunt refusal. — MF. rebuffe, fr. It.

ribuffo, which is formed fr. ri-, 'back' [fr. L. re-

(see re-)], and buffo, 'puff', a word of imitative

origin. Cp. OF. buffe, 'blow', and see buffet,

'blow'.

rebuff, tr. v., to refuse bluntly. — Obsol. F. rebuf-

fer, fr. It. ribuffare, fr. ribuffo. See rebuff, n.

rebuke, tr. v.— ME. rebuken, fr. AF. rebuker, 'to

repel, beat back', fr. OF. rebuchier, fr. re- (see

re-) and buchier, buschier, 'to strike' (whence F.

bucher, 'to roughhew'), fr. busche (F. buche),

'chump of wood, log', fr. Teut. *biisk-, 'stick';

cp. MHG. bUsch, 'cudgel, club'. See bush,

boscage and cp. ambush, ambuscade.

Derivatives: rebuke, n., rebuk-able, adj., rebuk-

er, n., rebuk-ing-ly, adv.

rebus, n., a kind of riddle. — F. rebus, fr. L.

rebus, 'by things' (orig. used in terms like rebus

de Ficardie, rebus d'Arras, i.e. 'libels or satires

composed in Picardy, resp. in Arras', so called

from the formula de rebus quae geruntur, 'of

things that happen". L. rebus is the abl. pi. of

res, 'thing, object'. See real, adj., and cp. res.

Derivative: rebus, tr. v., to mark with a rebus.

rebut, tr. v. — ME. rebuten, fr. OF. reboler, 'to

thrust back', fr. re- (see re-) and boter, 'to push,

thrust'. See butt, 'to strike, thrust', and cp.

boutade.

Derivatives: rebutt-able, adj., rebutt-al, n.,

rebutt-er, n., that which rebuts.

rebutter, n., a defendant's answer to a plaintiff's

surrejoinder.— AF. rebuter, fr. OF. reboter; see

rebut. For the subst. use of infinitives in law

terms cp. attainder and words there referred

to.

recado, n., a complimentary message. — Sp.,

secondary form of recabdo, 'caution, care, solic-

itude, attention', fr. recabdar, 'to gather, keep

in custody, assure', fr. VL. *recaptdre, 'to seize',

fr. re- and L. captdre, 'to seek to catch', freq. of
capere (pp. captus), 'to catch'. See captive.

recalcitrance, recalcitrancy, n. — Formed from
next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

recalcitrant, adj., refractory. — F. recalcitrant,

lit. 'kicking back', fr. L. recalcitrantem, ace. of
recalcitrdns, pres. part, of recalcitrdre. See next

word and -ant.

Derivative: recalcitrant, n.

recalcitrate, intr. v., to refuse to obey (rare). —
L. recalcitrdt-(um), pp. stem of recalcitrdre, 'to

kick back', fr. re- and calcitrdre, 'to kick', fr.

calx, gen. calcis, 'heel'. See Calceolaria and ver-

bal suff. -ate and cp. Inculcate.

Derivative: recalcitrat-ion, n.

recalesce, intr. v., to show recalescence. — L. re-

calescere, 'to become warm again'. See re-

calescent.

recalescence, n., a glowing again (physics). —
Formed from next word with suff. -ce.

recalescent, adj., glowing again.— L. recalescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of recalescere, 'to become
warm again', fr. re- and calescere, 'to become
warm'. See calescent.

recall, tr. v. — Formed fr. re- and the verb call.

Derivatives: recall, n., recall-able, adj.

recant, tr. v., to take back, repudiate; intr. v., to

take back, repudiate, an opinion. — Fr. L. re-

cantdre, 'to sing again, revoke, recant', fr. re-

and cantdre, 'to sing'. See cant, 'slang of beg-

gars'.

Derivatives: recant-ation, n., recant-er, n.

recapitulate, tr. v., to state again briefly. — L.

recapituldtus, pp. o( recapituldre, 'to go over the

main points again, recapitulate', fr. re- and ca-

pituldre, 'to draw up under headings', fr. capi-

tulum, 'heading, chapter'. See capitulate.

Derivatives: /-ecop/ra/a/wn (q.v.), recapitulat-ive,

recapitulat-ory, adjs.

recapitulation, n. — ME. recapitulacion, fr. MF.
(= F.) recapitulation, fr. L. recapituldlidnem,

ace. of recapituldtid, fr. recapituldtus, pp. of re-

capituldre. See prec. word and -ion.

recaption, n. — Formed fr. re- and caption.

recaptor, n. — Formed fr. re- and captor.

recapture, tr. v. — Formed fr. re- and capture.

Derivative: recapture, n.

recast, tr. v. — Formed fr. re- and cast.

Derivatives: recast, n., recast-er, n.

recede, intr. v., to move back, withdraw. — L.

recedere, 'to go back, withdraw', fr. re- and ce-

dere, 'to go, walk'. See cede and cp. retrocede.

Derivatives: reced-ence, n., reced-ent, adj.,

reced-er, n.

re-cede, tr. v., to cede back, yield again.— Form-
ed fr. re- and cede.

receipt, n. — ME. receit, receite, fr. OF., ONF.
receite, corresponding to regoite, a var. of recete

(F. recette), fr. L. recepta, fem. of receptus, pp.

of recipere. See receive.

Derivative: receipt, tr. v.

receive, tr. and intr. v. — ME. receiven, fr. ONF.
receivre, corresponding to OF. refoivre, (F. rece-

Yoir), fr. L. recipere, 'to take back, recover, ac-

cept, receive', fr. re- and capere, 'to take'. See

captive and cp. receipt, reception, recet. Cp. also

recover, recuperate. For the change of Latin a

(in capere) to i (in re-cipere) see abigeat and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: receiv-able, adj., receiv-ables, n.

pi., receiv-abil-ity, n., receiv-able-ness, n., receiv-

er, n., receiv-er-ship, n., receiv-ing, n. and pres.

part., resp. adj.

recency, n., the state of being recent. — Formed
fr. recent with suff. -cy.

recense, tr. v., to review, revise. -— Back forma-

tion fr. L. recensere. See recension,

recension, n., review, revision.— L. recensio, gen.



-onis, ft. recensus, pp. of recensere, 'to count,

enumerate, survey', fr. re- and censere, 'to rate,

estimate'. See censor and -ion.

recent, adj.— MF. (= F.) recent, fr. L. recentem,

ace. of recens, 'new, fresh', which is formed fr.

re- and I.-E. base *qen-, whence also OI. kam-

nah, 'young', kand, kanyd, 'girl', Gk. xoctvoi;

(for *xavi6(; ), 'new', Gaul. Cintu- = Olr. cetu-,

'first', Mir. cinim, 'I descend from', ciniud,

'tribe, family', OSlav. nacing, nac^ti, zacing,

zaciti, 'to begin', koni, 'a beginning', konici,

'end' (prop, 'the beginning of the other end of

a row'). Cp. -cene, cenosite, Cenozoic, encenia,

kainite. Cp. also rinse.

Derivatives: recent-ly, adv., recent-ness, n.

recept, n., a mental image formed by a succession

of impressions or percepts (psychol.)— Formed

fr. L. receptum, neut. ofreceptus, pp. oirecipere.

See receive. For the change of Latin a (in cdp-

tus) to e (in re-cgptum) see accent and cp. words

there referred to.

receptacle, n. — L. receptaculum, lit. 'a place to

receive things', fr. receptare, freq. of recipere.

See receive,

receptacular, adj., pertaining to a receptacle. —
Formed fr. L. receptaculum (see prec. word)

with suff. -ar.

receptible, adj., capable of being received.— Late

L. receptibilis, fr. L. receptus, pp. of recipere. See

receive and -ibie.

Derivative: receptibil-ity, n.

reception, n. — ME. recepcion, fr. OF. (= F.)

reception, fr. L. receptionem, ace. of receptio, 'a

receiving, reception', fr. receptus, pp. ofrecipere.

See receive and -ion.

Derivative: reception-ist, n.

receptive, adj. — ML. receptivus, fr. L. receptus,

pp. ofrecipere. See receive and -ive and cp. recept.

Derivatives: receptive-ly, adv., receptive-ness, n.

receptivity, n. — Formed fr. receptive with suff.

-ity; cp. F. receptivite.

receptor, n. — ME. receptour, fr. MF. receptour,

fr. L. receptorem, ace. of receptor, fr. receptus,

pp. of recipere. See receive and agential suff. -or.

recess, n., withdrawal, recession. — L. recessus,

'a going back, receding', fr. recessus, pp. of re-

cedere. See recede.

Derivatives: recess, tr. and intr. v., recess-er, n.,

recess-ive, adj. and n., recess-ive-ly, adv., recess-

ive-ness, n.

recession, n., act of receding. — L. recessio, gen.

-onis, fr. recessus, pp. of recedere. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivatives: recession-al, adj. and n., recession-

ary, adj.

Rechabite, n., one of the descendants of Jonadab,

son of Rechab; they abstained from wine and

dwelt in tents (Jer. 26 : 6-11). — Late L. Recha-

bltae (pi.), fr. Heb. Rekhdbh. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

recharge, tr. v., to charge again.— Formed fr. re-

and the verb charge.
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Derivative: recharge, n.

rechaufTe, n., a dish warmed up again.— F., prop,

pp. of rechauffer, 'to warm again', fr. re- (see

re-) and chauffer, 'to warm, heat'. See chafe and

cp. chauffeur.

recherche, adj., carefully sought out. — F., pp. of

rechercher, 'to seek out', fr. re- (see re-) and

chercher, 'to seek'. See search and cp. research.

recidivate, intr. v., to fall back; to relapse. —
ML. recidivdtus, pp. of recidivdre, fr. L. recidi-

vus. See recidivist and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: recidivat-ion, n.

recidivism, n., repeated relapse into crime. — F.

recidivisme, ft. recidiver. See next word and -ism.

recidivist, n., a relapsed criminal. — F. recidi-

viste, fr. recidiver, 'to relapse', fr. L. recidlvus,

'falling back, relapsing', fr. recidere, 'to fall

back', fr. re- and cadere, 'to fall'. See cadence

and -ist. For the change of Latin a (in cadere) to

I (in re-cidere) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

recipe, n.— L., 'receive, take', imper. of recipere.

See receive.

recipience, recipiency, n., the act of receiving; re-

ceptiveness. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

recipient, adj., receiving; n., receiver. — L. reci-

piens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of recipere. See re-

ceive and -ent.

reciprocable, adj., capable of reciprocation. —
See reciprocate and -able,

reciprocal, adj., mutual.— Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. reciprocus, 'turning back the same way,

alternating', which stands for *reco-procos, and

is compounded of the adjectives *recos, 'turning

backward', and *procos, 'turning forward'. (Ac-

cordingly, reciprocus orig. meant 'turning back-

ward and forward'.) The first element is a deriv-
*

ative of re-, 'back' ; see re-. The second element

is rel. to procul, 'at a distance, afar off', and

cogn. with Gk. 7tp6xa, 'forthwith, straightway'

(lit. 'turning forward'), OSlav. proku, ORuss.

proci, 'left over', OW. rac, W. rhag, Co. rag,

'before'. See 1st pro- and cp. proceres.

Derivatives: reciprocal, n., reciprocal-ity, n.,

reciprocal-ize, tr. v., reciprocal-ly, adv.

reciprocate, tr. v., to give, feel, do, etc., in return

;

to give and receive mutually; intr. v., to move

backward and forward. — L. reciprocatus, pp.

of reciprocdre, 'to move back and forth', fr. reci-

procus. See reciprocal and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: reciprocat-ing, pres. part, and adj.,

reciprocation (q.v.), reciprocat-ive, adj., reci-

procat-or, n., reciprocat-ory, adj.

reciprocation, n. — L. reciprocdiid, gen. -onis, ft.

reciprocatus, pp. of reciprocdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

reciprocity, n. — F. reciprocite, fr. reciproque, fr.

L. reciprocus. See reciprocal and -ity.

recision, n., a resanding. — MF., alteration of

rescision, fr. Late L. rescissidnem, ace. of rescis-

sio, 'annulment' (see rescission); influenced in
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form by a confusion with L. recisid, 'a cutting

back', fr. recisus, pp. of recidere, 'to cut back',

fr. re- and caedere, 'to cut'.

recital, n. — Formed fr. recite with -al, sufif.

forming verbal nouns.

Derivative: recital-ist, n.

recitation, n.— MF. (= F.) recitation, fr. L. reci-

tdtidnem, ace. of recitdtid, 'a reading aloud', fr.

recitdtus, pp. of recitdre. See recite and -ation.

recitative, n., a form of declamation. — It. reci-

tativo, fr. recitato, pp. of recitare, fr. L. recitdre.

See next word. It. suff. -ivo derives fr. L. -Ivus;

see -ive.

recite, tr. and intr. v. — ME. reciten, fr. MF.
(=F.) reciter, ft. L. recitdre, 'to read aloud, read

in public', fr. re- and citdre. See cite.

Derivatives: recit-able, adj., recit-er, n.

reck, v., to have regard to, take head of (archaic).

— ME. recchen, recken, fr. OE. reccan, recan,

'to tell, count, reckon', rel. to ON. rsekja, 'to

care for', OS. rdkjan, OHG. (gi)ruochan, 'to care

for, have regard to', MHG. geruochen, of s.m.

(G. geruhen, 'to deign', shows the influence of

ruhen, 'to rest'), OE. recen, ricen, 'ready, quick,

swift', (ge)recenian, 'to explain'. See reckon.

Derivative: reck, n.

reckless, adj. — ME. reckeles, fr. OE. recceleas,

receleas, compounded of *recce, rece, 'reck,

heed', and -leas, 'less'. Cp. MLG. rokelds,

MHG. ruochelds, 'negligent', Du. roekeloos,

G . ruchlos, 'wicked', and see reck and -less.

Derivatives: reckless-ly, adv., reckless-ness, n.

reckon, tr. and intr. v.— ME. rekenen, reknen, fr.

OE. (ge)receman, 'to explain', rel. to OFris. re-

kenia, MLG., MDu., Du. rekenen, OHG. rehha-

non, MHG. rechenen, G. rechnen, Goth.
rahnjan, 'to count, reckon', OE. recen, ricen,

'ready, quick, swift', fr. I.-E. base *reg-, 'straight,

right; to lead, direct', whence also Gk. opeysiv,

'to reach, stretch out', L. regere, 'to keep

straight, lead straight, guide, lead, rule'. See

regent, adj., and cp. reek, reckless and the first

element in Reginald, Reynard, Reynold.

Derivatives: reckon-able, adj., reckon-er, n.,

reckon-ing, n.

reclaim, tr. and intr. v. — ME. reclaimen, fr. OF.
reclamer, 'to call back, appeal to', fr. L. recld-

mdre, 'to cry out against', fr. re- and cldmdre,

'to call, cry out'. See claim.

Derivatives: reclaim-able, adj., reclaim-able-

ness, n., reclaim-abl-y, adv., reclaim-ant, n.,

reclaim-er, n.

reclaim, n. — ME., fr. OF. reclaim, fr. reclamer.

See reclaim, v.

Derivative: reclaim-less, adj.

reclamation, n. — MF. (= F.) reclamation, fr. L.

recldmdtidnem, ace. of recldmdtid, 'a cry of op-

position', fr. recldmdtus, pp. of recldmdre. See

reclaim, v., and suff. -ation.

reclame, n., publicity.— F. reclame, fr. riclamer.

See reclaim, v.

reclinate, adj., bent downward (bot^— L. recll-

ndtus, pp. of reclindre. See recline and adj. suff.

-ate.

reclination, n. — Late L. reclindtio, gen. -onis, fr.

L. reclfndtus, pp. of reclindre. See next word and
-ion.

recline, tr. v., to lay back; intr. v., to lean back;

to rely on. — ME. reclinen, fr. L. reclindre, 'to

bend back; to lean back', fr. re- and -clindre

(used only in compounds), 'to bend, turn',

which is cogn. with Gk. xXTvelv, 'to cause to

slope'. See clinical and cp. decline, incline.

Derivatives: reclin-ed, adj., reclin-er, n., reclin-

ing, adj.

reclnse, adj., enclosed, shut up; secluded, soli-

tary. — ME. reclus, recluse, fr. OF. (= F.) re-

clus, pp. of reclure, ft. L. reclUdere (pp. reclHsus),

taken in its Late L. sense 'to shut up' (the clas-

sical L. meaning is 'to throw or lay open'), fr.

re- and claudere, 'to shut, close'. See close, v.

Derivatives: recluse, n., recluse-ly, adv., recluse-

ness, n.

reclusion, n. — ME., fr. Late L. reclusid, gen.

-onis, fr. L. reclHsus, pp. of recludere. See prec.

word and -ion.

recognition, n. — F. recognition, fr. L. recogni-

tidnem, ace. of recognitid, fr. recognitus, pp. of

recogndscere. See recognize and -ition.

Derivative: recognition-al, adj.

recognitory, adj., pertaining to recognition. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L. recognitus, pp.

of recogndscere. See recognize.

recognizance, n., an obhgation to do a certain

duty (taw). — ME. reconissaunce, fr. OF. reco-

noissance (F. reconnaissance), ft. reconoissant

(F. reconnaissant), pres. part, of reconoistre (F.

reconnoitre), 'to recognize', fr. L. recogndscere,

'to know again, recognize', fr. re- and cognd-

scere, 'to know', pp. cognitus. See cognition and
cp. reconnaissance, which is a doublet of recog-

nizance. Cp. also recoimoiter.

recognize, tr. v. — Back formation fr. recogni-

zance (q.v.) Cp. agnize.

Derivatives: recogniz-abil-ity, n., recogniz-able,

adj., recognizabl-y, adv., recogniz-ed-ly, adv.,

recogniz-er, n., recogniz-ing-ly, adv., recogniz-

or, n.

recognizee, n., one in whose favor a recognizance

is made (law). — See recognizance and -ee.

recoil, intr. v., to spring back; to shrink back. —
ME. recoilen, ft. OF. (= F.) reculer, 'to go

back, recede, retreat', fr. re- and cul, 'posteriors,

fundament', fr. L. cQlus, of s.m. See culet and
cp. cul-de-sac.

Derivatives: recoil, tr. v., recoil-er, n.

recoin, tr. v., to coin anew.— Formed fr. re- and
coin, v.

Derivative: recoin-age, n.

re-coUect, tr. v., to collect again.— L. recollecius,

pp. of recolligere, 'to gather together again', fr.

re- and colUgere, 'to gather together' ; in some
senses newly formed fr. re- and collect. See col-

lect and cp. next word.
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recollect, tr. v., to recall to one's mind. — L. re-

collectus, pp. of recolligere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: recollect-ed, adj., recollect-ed-ly,

adv., recollect-ed-ness, n.

recollection, n. — F. recollection, ft. ML. recol-

lectionem, ace. of recollectio, fr. L. recollectus,

pp. of recolligere. See re-collect and -ion.

recollective, adj., pertaining to recollection. —
Formed fr. recollect with suif. -ive.

Derivatives: recollective-ly, adv., recollective-

ness, n.

Tecommence, tr. and intr. v., to commence, be-

gin, again. — ME. recommencen, fr. MF. (=F.)

recommencer, fr. re- (see re-) and commencer.

See commence.

Derivatives: recommence-ment, n., recommenc-

er, n.

recommend, tr. v. — ME. recommenden, fr. ML.
recommendare, formed fr. re- and L. commen-

dare, 'to commit to one's care, commend'. See

commend.

Derivatives: recommend-able, adj., recommend-

abil-ity, n., recommend-able-ness, n., recommend-

abl-y, adv., recommendation (q.v.), recommend-

ative, adj., recommend-at-ory, adj., recommend-

er, n.

recommendation, n. — ME. recommendacion, fr.

ML. recommenddtio, gen. -onis, fr. recommenda-

tus, pp. of recommendare. See prec. word and

-ation.

recommit, tr. v., to commit a second time. —
Formed fr. re- and commit.

Derivatives: recommit-ment, recommitt-al, n.

recompense, tr. v. — ME. recompensen, fr. MF.
(= F.) recompenser, fr. ML. recompensdre, fr.

re- and L. compensdre, 'to weigh together, coun-

terbalance'. See compensate.

Derivatives: recompense, n. (q.v.), recompens-

er, n.

recompense, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) recom-

pense, fr. recompenser. See recompense, v.

recompose, tr. v., to compose again. — Formed

fr. re- and compose.

recomposition, n. — Formed fr. recompose, to

which it stands as compose to composition.

reconcile, tr. v. — ME. reconsilen, fr. OF. recon-

ciler (F. reconcilier), fr. L. reconciiidre, 'to bring

together again, reconcile', fr. re- and conciliare,

'to bring together'. See conciliate.

Derivatives: reconcil-able, adj., reconcil-abil-ity,

n., reconcil-able-ness, n., reconcil-abl-y, adv.,

reconcil-ee, n., reconcile-ment, n., reconcil-er, n.,

reconcil-ing-ly, adv., reconciliation (q.v.), recon-

cili-at-ory, adj.

reconciliation, n. — ME. reconciliacion, fr. L. re-

conciliatid, 'a reconciling', fr. reconcilidtus, pp.

of reconciiidre. See prec. word and -ation.

recondite, adj., concealed.— L. reconditus, pp. of

recondere, 'to put back again, stow away, hide,

conceal', fr. re- and condere, 'to put together,

hide', which is formed fr. con-, 'together' (see

con-), and -dere (used only in compounds), fr.

I.-E. base *dhe-, *dlr-, *dho-, 'to place, put,

make'. See abscond and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives : recondite-ly, adv., recondite-ness, n.

reconnaissance, n., the act of reconnoitering. •

—

F., fr. earlier reconnaissance. See recognizance

and cp. reconnoiter.

reconnoiter, reconnoitre, tr. and intr. v.— Earlier

F. reconnoitre (now reconnoitre), fr. OF. reco-

noistre, fr. L. recogndscere. See recognizance,

recognize.

Derivatives: reconnoiter, reconnoitre, n., recon-

noiter-er, reconnoitr-er, n.

reconsider, tr. v. — Formed fr. re- and consider.

reconsideration, n. — Formed fr. re- and consid-

eration.

reconstituent, n.— Formed fr. re- and constituent.

reconstitute, tr. v. — Formed ft. re- and consti-

tute.

Derivative: reconstitut-ion, n.

reconstruct, tr. v.— Formed fr. re- and construct.

Derivatives: reconstruct-ion, n., reconstruct-ive,

adj.

record, tr. and intr. v. — ME. recorden, fr. OF.

recorder, fr. L. recorddri, 'to think over, call to

mind, remember', fr. re- and cor, gen. cordis,

'heart'. See heart and cp. cordate.

Derivatives: record, n. (q.v.), record-able, adj.,

recorder, n. (q.v.), record-er-ship, n., record-ing,

adj., record-ation, n., record-ative, fid'}., record-

ative-ly, adv., record-at-ory, adj., record-ist, n.

record, n.— ME., ft. OF., fr. recorder. See record,

v. In its new sense, F. record is an English loan

word.

recordation, n.— ME. recordacion, fr. OF. recor-

dation, fr. L. recorddtidnem, ace. of recorddtid,

'recalling to mind, recollection, remembrance',

fr. recorddtus, pp. of recorddri. See record, v.,

and -ation.

recorder, n. — OF. recordeur, fr. recorder. See

record, v., and agential suff. -er.

recount, tr. v., to tell, narrate. — ME. recounten,

fr. OF. reconter (F. raconter), 'to relate, narrate',

fr. re- and confer, 'to tell, narrate'. See count, v.

Derivatives: recount-al, n., recount-er, a.

re-count, tr. v., to count again. — Formed fr. re-

and count, v.

Derivative: re-count, n.

recoup, tr. v., to keep back part of what is due;

to compensate {law). — F. recouper, 'to cut off',

fr. OF., fr. re- (see re-) and couper, 'to cut'. See

coup.

Derivatives: recoup, n., recoup-er, n., recoup-

ment, n.

recourse, n. — ME. recours, fr. MF. (= F.) re-

cours, fr. L. recursus, 'a running back, return,

retreat', fr. recurs-ium), pp. stem of recurrere.

See recnr.

recover, tr. v., to get back; intr. v., to get well

again. — ME. recoveren, fr. MF. recoverer (F,

recouvrer), 'to get back', fr. OF. recovrer, fr. L.

recuperdre. See recuperate.
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Derivatives: recover'-able, adj., recover-abil-ity,

n., recover-able-ness, n., recover-ed, adj., re-

cover-er, n.

re-cover, tr. v., to put a new cover upon. —
Formed fr. re- and cover, v.

recovery, n. — Prob. fr. OF. recovree, fem. pp. of

recovrer, used as a noun. See recover and -y (rep-

resenting OF. -ee).

recreancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

recreant, adj., 1) craven; 2) disloyal; apostate. —
ME., fr. OF. pres. part, of recreire, recroire, 'to

acknowledge oneself beaten, to surrender', fr.

ML. recredere, 'to surrender', fr. re- and L. cre-

dere, 'to believe'. See creed and -ant and cp. mis-

creant.

Derivatives: recreant, n., recreant-ly, adv., rec-

reant-ness, n.

recreate, tr. v., to refresh; intr. v., to relax. — L.

recreatus, pp. of recreare, 'to restore to a good
condition, revive, refresh', lit. 'to create anew',

fr. re- and credre. See create and cp. next word.

Derivatives: recreation (q.v.), recreat-ive, adj.,

recreat-ive-ly, adv., recreat-ive-ness, n., recreat-

or, n.

re-create, tr. v., to create anew. — Formed fr. re-

and create. Cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: re-creation (q.v.), re-creat-ive, adj.,

re-creat-or, n.

recreation, n., relaxation. — ME. recreacioun, fr.

OF. recreation (F. ricriatiori), fr. L. recredtid-

nem, ace. oirecredtid, 'restoration', fr. recredtus,

pp. of recreare. See recreate and -ion.

Derivatives: recreation-al, adj., recreation-ist, n.

re-creation, n., the act of re-creating. — Formed
fr. re- and creation. Cp. prec. word.

recrement, n., refuse. — MF. (= F.) recrement,

or directly fr. L. recrementum, 'refuse, dross',

formed fr. re- and ere-, perfect stem of cernere

(pp. cre-tus), 'to sift'. See certain and cp. words
there referred to. For the ending see suff. -ment.

recriminate, intr. and tr. v. — ML. recrlmindtus,

pp. of recrimindre, 'to make charges against', fr.

re- and L. crlmindri, 'to accuse somebody of a

crime, to charge with', fr. crimen, gen. crfminis,

'accusation, charge'. See criminate.

Derivatives ; recrimination (q.v.), recriminat-ive,

adj., recriminat-or, n.

recrimination, n. — ML. recrimindtid, gen. -dnis,

fr. recrimindtus, pp. of recrlmindre. See prec.

word and -ion.

recrudesce, intr. v., to break out afresh. — L. re-

crOdescere, 'to become raw again, break out

afresh', fr. re- and crudescere, 'to grow harsh,

grow worse', formed fr. crOdus, 'raw, bleeding',

with the inchoative suff. -escere. See cmde and

recrudescence, n.— Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

recrudescent, adj. — L. recrOdescens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of recrudescere. See recmdesce and
-ent.

recruit, n. — Obsol. F. recrute, corresponding to

F. recrue, 'levy', lit. 'a growing again', prop.

fem. of recrii, pp. of recrottre, 'to grow again',

fr. L. recrescere, of s.m., fr. re- (see re-) and
crescere, 'to grow'. See crescent, create.

recruit, tr. and intr. v. — F. recruter, fr. obsol. F.

recrute. See prec. word.

Derivatives: recruit-al, recruit-ee, recruit-er, re-

cruit-ing, recruit-ment, ns.

rect-, form of recti- before a vowel.

rectal, adj., pertaining to the rectum (anat.) —
Formed fr. rectum with adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: rectal-ly, adv.

rectangle, n. — F., fr. ML. rectangulus, 'right

angle', which is compounded of L. rectus,

'right', and angulus, 'angle'. See right and angle.

Derivative: rectangl-ed, adj.

rectangular, adj. — See prec. word and -ar.

Derivatives: rectangular-ity, n., rectangular-ly,

adv., rectangular-ness, n.

recti", before a vowel rect-, combining form

meaning 'straight'. — L. recti-, fr. rectus,

'straight, right', prop. pp. of regere, 'to keep

straight, guide, lead, rule'. See regent, adj., and

cp. right.

rectification, n. — F. rectification, fr. Late L. rec-

tificdtidnem, ace. of rectificdtid, fr. rectificdtus,

pp. of rectificare. See next word and -ation.

rectify, tr. v. — ME. rectifien, fr. MF. (= F.)

rectifier, lit. 'to make straight', fr. Late L. recti-

ficdre, which is compounded of recti- and L.

-ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See -fy.

Derivatives: rectifi-able, adj., rectifi-er, n.,

rectify-ing, verbal n.

rectilineal, adj., rectilinear (rare). — See next

word and adj. suff. -al.

rectilinear, adj., forming a straight line.— Form-
ed with adj. suff. -ar fr. Late L. rectilineus,

'straightlined', fr. L. rectus, 'straight' (see recti-),

and linea, 'line'. See line, 'string, cord'.

Derivatives: rectilinear-ity, n., rectilinear-ly,

adv., rectilinear-ness, n.

rectitude, n., righteousness; uprightness.— ME.,
fr. MF. (= F.), ft. Late L. rectitudinem, aec. of

rectitudo, 'straightness', fr. L. rectus, 'straight,

right'. See recti- and -tude.

recto, n., the righthand page of a book; opposed

to verso. — Short for L. recto folio, 'on the right

page', abl. of rectum, neut. of rectus, 'right'. See

regent, adj.

recto-, combining form denoting 1) the rectum;

2) rectal and (anat.) — See rectum.

rector, n. — L. rector, 'ruier, leader, director', fr.

rectus, pp. of regere, 'to keep straight, guide,

lead, rule'. See regent, adj., and agential suff. -or.

Derivatives: rector-al, adj., rectorate (q.v.),

rector-ial, adj., rector-ship, n.

rectorate, n., the office of a rector, rectorship. —
ML. rectoratits, fr. L. rector. See prec. word and
subst. suff. -ate.

rectoress, n., the wife of a rector. — Formed fr.

rector with 1st -ess.



rectory

rectory, n. — MF. rectorie, fr. ML. rectoria, it.

L. rector. See rector and -y (representing L. -id).

rectress, n. — The same as rectoress.

rectrix, n., one of the quill feathers in the tail of

a bird. — L. rectrix, fern, oi rector. See rector

and -trix.

Derivative: rectrici-al, adj.

rectum, n., the lowest part of the large intestine

(anat.) — Medical L., shortened fr. L. rectum

intestinum, 'the straight intestine', neut. of rec-

tus, 'straight, upright'. See recti-. — L. rectum

intestinum is the loan translation of Gk. ixTtsu-

•S-utTfxevov evrepov, the name given to the low-

est part of the large intestine by Galen, who so

called it because he dissected only animals

whose rectum (in contradistinction to that of

man) is really straight. See Joseph Hyrtl, Ono-

matologia Anatomica, pp. 446-47, and cp. E.

straight gut.

recumbency, n., state of being recumbent. —
Formed from next word with suflf. -cy.

recumbent, adj., leaning back, reclining. — L. re-

cumbens, gen. -entis, pres. part, otrecumbere, 'to

lie back, recline', formed fr. re- and -cumbere

(found only in compounds), fr. *qumb-, nasal-

ized form of base *qub-, 'to lie, recline', whence

cubdre, 'to lie down, recline'. See cubicle and

-ent and cp. accumbent and words there referred

to.

Derivative: recumbent-ly, adv.

recuperable, adj. — See recuperate and -able.

Derivative: recuperabil-ity, n.

recuperate, tr. v., to recover; intr. v., to recover

one's health, etc. — L. recuperdtus, pp. of recu-

perare, 'to get again', formed fr. recipere, 'to ob-

tain again', on analogy oitolerdre, 'to lift, raise',

fr. tollere, 'to bear, support'. See receive and cp.

recover.

recuperation, n., recovery. — L. recuperdtid, gen.

-onis, fr. recuperdtus, pp. of recuperdre. See re-

cuperate and -ion.

recuperative, adj., tending to recovery.— Late L.

recuperdtivus, 'recoverable', fr. L. recuperdtus,

pp. of recuperdre. See recuperate and -ive.

Derivative : recuperative-ness, n.

recur, intr. v. — ME. recurren, fr. L. recurrere,

'to run back, return, recur', fr. re- and currere,

'to run'. See current, adj., and cp. courier.

recurrence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

recurrent, adj. — L. recurrens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of recurrere. See recur and -ent.

Derivative: recurrent-ly, adv.

recurvate, adj., bent backward (bot.) — L. recur-

vdtus, pp. of recurvdre. See next word and adj.

suff. -ate.

Derivative: recurvat-ure, n.

recurve, tr. and intr. v., to bend back. — L. re-

curvdre, 'to bend backward', fr. re- and curvdre,

'to bend'. See curve, v. and n.

recusancy, n., refusal to obey. — Formed from

next word with suff. -cy.
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recusant, adj., refusing to obey. — L. recusdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part. otrecHsdre, 'to object, re-

fuse', fr. re- and causa, 'cause'. See cause and

cp. recuse, irrecusable. For the ending see suflf.

-ant. For the change of -a«- to -u- see accuse and

cp. words there referred to.

recusation, n., refusal. — MF. (= F.) recusation,

fr. L. recUsdtidnem, ace. ofrecUsdtid, 'a refusal',

fr. recHsdtus, pp. oirecHsdre. See prec. word and

-ation and cp. next word.

recuse, tr. v., to refuse. — ME. recusen, fr. OF.

(= F.) recuser, fr. L. recUsdre, 'to object to, re-

fuse'. See recusant.

Derivative: recus-able, adj.

red, adj. — ME. red, read, reed, fr. OE. read, rel.

to OE. read, ON. raudr and rjddr, Dan. red,

Swed. rod, OFris. rdd, MDu. root, rood, Du.

rood, OHG., MHG. rot, G. rot, Goth, roups,

'red', fr. I.-E. base *reudho-, *roudho-, *rudhro-,

'red', whence also OI. rohitah (for *rddhita-),

rudhirdh, Avestic raodita-, 'red, bloody', Gk.

ipu&p6(; 'red', L. ruber, 'red, ruddy', riifus,

'redd, reddish', Umbr. rufru (masc. pi.), 'red',

OSlav. ruda, riidru, Lith. raudas, Olr. riiad,

OCo. rud, Bret, ruz, 'red'. The initial e in Gk.
,

e-pu8^p6(; is prosthetic and due to the circum-

stance that originally the Greek never began a

word with r. (Initial p in Greek words is the

equivalent of I.-E. *sr- or *wr-;cp. Gk. peTv, 'to

flow', with OI. srdvati, 'it flows', Shd Gk. pY)Tpa,

'word, saying', with Elean fpaTpa, Cypr.

fpij-ra). Cp. rud, rudd, 'the fish', ruddle, rust.

Cp. also Erythema, erythro-, rissole, robust,

rochet, 'gurnard', roussette, rubefacient, rubella,

rubeola, rubeosis, rubicund, rubidium, rubify,

rubiginous, rubric, ruby, rufous, russet, Russula,

rust, rutile, and the second element in Erysibe,

erysipelas, Erysipbe, Erythronium. Cp. also the

first element in rorqual.

Derivatives: red, n., redd-en, tr. and intr. v.,

redd-ish, adj., redd-ish-ness, n., red-ly, adv., red-

ness, n.

red-, pref. — See re-.

redact, tr. v. — Back formation fr. L. reddctus,

pp. of redigere, 'to bring back, collect, gather

together', fr. red- and agere, 'to set in motion,

drive, lead; to do, act'. See act.

Derivatives: redaction (q.v.), redact-or, n.

redaction, n. — F. redaction, fr. Late L. reddc-

tionem, acc. of reddctio, fr. L. reddctus, pp. of

redigere. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: redaction-al, adj.

redan, n., a fortification work consisting of two

parapets at a salient angle.— F. redan, formerly

redent, fr. re- (see re-) and dent, 'tooth', fr. L.

dentem, acc. of dens, 'tooth'. See dental,

redd, tr. v., to clear, clean, to free {obsol. or dial.)

— ME. redden, fr. MLG. redden, which is rel.

to OE. rsdan, 'to arrange', gersde, rxde,

'mounted, ready, Goth garaips, 'arranged',

OHG. reiti, 'ready'. See ready and cp. words

there referred to.

1315 redowa

reddendum, n., a clause in a deed containing a

certain reservation (law).— L., 'that which must
be given back', neut. gerundive of reddere, 'to

give back, return, restore', which is formed fr.

red- and -dere, weakened form of dare, 'to give'.

See date, 'point of time', and cp. reddition. Cp.

also addendum. For other Latin gerundives or

their derivatives used in English cp. agenda and
words there referred to.

reddition, n., 1) restoration; 2) rendering. — ME.
reddicion, fr. MF. (= F.) reddition, fr. L. reddi-

tidnem, acc. of redditio, 'a giving back, return-

ing', fr. redditus, pp. of reddere. See reddendum

and -ition and cp. rendition, which is a doublet

of reddition.

reddle, tr. v. and n. — A var. of ruddle.

rede, tr. v., to advise. — ME. reden, 'to advise,

guess, read'. See read.

rede, n., counsel, advice {archaic or dial.)— ME.
rede, fr. OE. r^d, 'advice, counsel', fr. riedan,

'to advise, consent'; rel. to OS. rdd, 'advice,

counsel, help, advantage', ON. rdd, 'advice, con-

sideration, remedy, power; marriage', Dan.

raad, Swed. rdd, 'advice, counsel, remedy',

OFris. red, MDu. raet, Du. raad, 'advice, coun-

sel', OHG., MHG. rdt, 'advice, counsel, aid,

stores', G. Rat, 'advice, counsel'. See read and

cp. the first element in Ralph and the second ele-

ment in Conrad.

redeem, tr. v. — ME. redemen, fr. MF. (= F.)

ridimer, fr. L. redimere, 'to buy back, redeem,

ransom', which is formed fr. red- and emere, 'to

take, buy'; ME. redemen was prob. influenced

in form by ME. demen, 'to deem, judge'. See

exempt, v., and words there referred to, and cp.

esp. redemption, Irredentista.

Derivatives: redeem-able, adj., redeem-abil-ity,

n., redeem-able-ness, n., redeem-abl-y, adv.

redeemer, n. — ME. redemer, fr. redemen. See

prec. word and agential suff. -er.

redeless, adj., without counsel (obsol.) — OE.
rsdleas, compounded of rxd, 'counsel', and

-leas, '-less'. See rede, n., and -less.

redeliver, tr. v., to deliver again. — Formed fr.

re- and deliver.

Derivatives: redeliver-ance, n., redeliver-y, n.

redemption, n.— ME. redempcioun,{T. MF. (= F.)

redemption, fr. L. redemptionem, acc. of re-

demptid, 'a buying back, ransoming, redemp-

tion', fr. redemptus, pp. of redimere. See redeem
and cp. ransom, which is a doublet of redemp-

tion.

Derivatives: redemption-er, n., redemption-ist, n.

redemptive, adj., redeeming. — Formed with suflf.

-ive fr. L. redemptus, pp. of redimere. See re-

deem.

redemptor, n., redeemer. — ME. redemptour, fr.

Eccles. L. redemptor, 'redeemer', fr. L. redemp-

tor, 'buyer, contractor', fr. redemptus, pp. of red-

imere. See redeem and -tor.

Redemptorist, n., a member of the order founded

by St. Alfonsus Maria Liguori.— Formed with

suff. -ist fr. Eccles. L. redemptor, 'redeemer'. See

prec. word.

redif, n., soldier in the reserve of the army of the

former Turkish Empire. — F. redif, fr. Turk.

redff, fr. Arab, radif, 'he who rides behind an-

other on the same animal, follower', fr. rddafa,

'he rode behind another, he followed', which is

rel. to Heb. rdddph, Aram.-Syr. r^daph, 'he fol-

lowed, pursued, chased, persecuted'.

redingote, n., a long double-breasted outer coat.

— F., corruption of E. riding coat.

redintegrate, tr. v. — L. redintegrdtus, pp. of

redintegrdre, 'to make whole again, restore', fr.

red- and integrdre, 'to make whole', fr. integer,

'whole'. See integrate.

redintegration, n. — L. redintegrdtid, gen. -onis,

'restoration, renewal', fr. redintegrdtus, pp. of

redintegrdre. See prec. word and -ion.

redirect, tr. v., to direct again, readdress. —
Formed fr. re- and direct, v.

Derivative: redirect-ion, n.

redolence, n.— Formed from next word with suff.

-ce.

redolent, adj., I) fragrant; 2) smelling (of); 3)

suggestive (of). — ME., fr. MF., fr. L. redolen-

tem, acc. of redolens, pres. part, of redotere, 'to

emit a scent', fr. red- and olere, 'to smell'. See

olfactory and -ent.

Derivative: redolent-ly, adv.

redondilla, n,, a kind of rhymed stanza. — Sp.,

dimin. of redondo, 'round', fr. L. rotundus. See

rotund.

redouble, tr. and intr. v., to increase. — F. re-

doubler, fr. re- (see re-) and doubler, 'to double'.

See double, v.

Derivatives: redouble, n., redoubl-ing, n.

re-double, tr. and intr. v., to double again. —
Kormed fr. re- and double, v.

redoubt, n., 1) an enclosed outwork; 2) a strong-

hold. — F. redoute, fr. It. ridotta (now ridotto),

lit. 'place of retreat', pp. of ridurre, 'to lead

back', used in the reflexive sense 'to withdraw,

retreat', fr. L. redHcere, 'to lead back'. See re-

duce. The / in redoubt is intrusive and due to a

confusion with redoubt, 'to dread'.

redoubt, tr. v., to dread.— ME. redouten, fr. OF.
(= F.) redouter, 'to fear', fr. re- (see re-), and

douter, 'to doubt', fr. L. dubitdre; see doubt, v.

The spelling with t (occurring also in MF.) is

due to the influence of L. dubitdre.

redoubtable, adj., formidable.— ME. redoutable,

fr. OF. (= F.), fr. redouter, 'to fear'. See re-

doubt, v., and -able.

Derivatives: redoubtable-ness, n., redoutabl-y,

adv.

redoubted, adj., formidable. — Pp. of the verb

redoubt. For the ending see 1st suff. -ed.

redound, intr. v. — ME. redounden, fr. MF.
(= F.) redonder, 'to overflow, abound', fr. L.

redurtddre. See redundant.

Derivative: redound, n.

redowa, n., name of a dance.— G. Redowa, fr. F.
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redowa, fr. Czech rejdovdk, fr. rejdovati, 'to

steer around, whirl around', orig. 'to steer a

ship', fr. rejda, 'roadstead', fr. G. Reede, of s.m.,

which is rel. to MLG. reede, reide, MDu. rede,

Du. reede, ree, ME. rode, E. road, 'roadstead',

ON. reidi, 'equipment of a ship'. These words

orig. denoted 'a place where ships were made

ready', and are rel. to OE. gerxde, rxde, 'ready'.

See ready and cp. road. Czech rejdovati was in-

fluenced in meaning by a confusion with Czech

rej, fr. G. Reihen, Reigen, 'dance'.

redress, tr. v., to compensate; to adjust. — ME.
redressen, fr. OF. redrecier (F. redresser), fr. re-

(see re-) and drecier, 'to make straight'. See

dress, v.

Derivatives: redress-al, n., redress-er, n., redress-

ive, adj., redress-or, n.

redress, n., compensation, adjustment. — ME.
redresse, fr. AF. redresce, fr. OF. redrecier. See

redress, v.

re-dress, tr. v., to dress again. — Formed fr. re-

and dress.

red-short, adj., brittle when red-hot. — English-

ing of Swed. rodskort, neut. of rodskor, lit. 'red

brittle', fr. rod, 'red' and skor, 'brittle'. For the

first element see red. The second element prob.

derives fr. MLG. schoren, 'to break', which is

rel. to OE. sceran, scieran, 'to cut, shear'; see

shear. Swed. rodskort became in English red-

short, owing to a confusion of Swed. skort with

E. short, both in form and sense. Cp. cold-

short.

Derivative: red-short-ness, n.

redstart, n., 1) a European bird of the warbler

family; 2) an American warbler. — Lit. 'red

tail', compounded of red and ME. stert, 'tail'.

See start, 'tail', and cp. stark-naked.

reduce, tr. v. — ME. reducen, 'to lead back, bring

back', fr. L. redUcere, 'to lead back', fr. re- and

ducere, 'to lead'. See duke and cp. redoubt, n.,

reduit, ridotto.

Derivatives: reduc-er, n., reduc-ible, adj., reduc-

ibil-ity, n.

reductase, n., any enzyme that promotes the pro-

cess of reduction. — Coined from the abbrevia-

tion of reduction and diastole.

reductio ad absurdum. — L., 'reduction to the

absurd". See next word, ad- and absurd.

reduction, n. — ME. reduccion, fr. OF. (= F.)

reduction, fr. L. reductionem, ace. of reductio, 'a

leading back, restoration', fr. reductus, pp. of

redUcere. See reduce and -ion.

Derivatives: reduction-al, adj., reduction-ist, n.

reductive, adj., that which reduces or tends to

reduce.— Formed with suff. -Ive fr. L. reductus,

pp. of redUcere. See reduce.

reduit, n., a redoubt.— F. reduit, 'keep, redoubt",

lit. 'retreat', a doublet of redoule. See redoubt,

n.

Redunca, n., the genus consisting of the reed-

bucks (zool)— ModL. , fr. L. reduncus, 'curved',

fr. red- and uncus, 'hooked, curved' ; see uncus
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and cp. Uncaria. The genus is so called in allu-

sion to the curved horns.

redundance, redundancy, n. — L. redundantia, 'an

overflowing, superfluity', fr. redunddns, gen. -an-

tis. See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

redundant, adj., 1) excessive; 2) superfluous; 3)

wordy. — L. redunddns, gen. -antis, pres. part,

of redunddre, 'to run over, overflow', fr. red-

and unddre, 'to rise in waves'. See undate and

-ant and cp. redound, dunder.

Derivative: redundant-ly, adv.

reduplicate, tr. v. — Late L. reduplicatus, pp. of

reduplicare, 'to redouble', fr. re- and L. dupli-

cdre, 'to double'. See duplicate, v. and adj.

reduplication, n. — Late L. reduplicdtio, gen.

-onis, fr. reduplicatus, pp. of reduplicare. See

prec. word and -ion.

reduplicative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr.

Late L. reduplicatus, pp. of reduplicare. See re-

duplicate.

Derivative: reduplicalive-ly, adv.

ree, n., the female of the ruff. — A var. of 1st

reeve.

reed, n. — ME. read, rede, fr. OE. hreod, rel. to

OS. hriod, OFris. hridd, MLG. ret. MDu. ried,

,

Du. riet, OHG. hriot, riot, MHG., G. riet, fr.

Teut. *hreuda- and *hreupa-, corresponding to

I.-E. *qreuto-, fr. base *qreut-, 'to move quickly,

shake, swing*. Accordingly reed orig. meant

'the quickly moving plant'. ^ MHG. rUtten

(whence MHG., G. rultelri), 'to shake', and the

first element in OE. hreade-mUs, 'bat', are rel.

to the above words. Cognates outside Teut. are

Toch. kru, 'reed, cane', and Lith. kruteti, 'to

move, stir' (intr.)

Derivatives: reed, tr. v., reed-y, adj., reed-i-ness,

n., reed-less, adj.

reedbuck, n. — Loan translation of Du. rietbok.

See reed and buck.

reedling, n., the bearded titmouse. — Formed fr.

reed with sufT. -ling.

reef, n., a chain of rocks. — ME. riff, fr. ON. rif,

'reef, which is prob. identical with ON. rif,

'rib', used in a metaphorical sense. See rib and

cp. next word.

Derivative: reef-y, adj.

reef, n., part of sail. — ME. riff, fr. ON. rif, of

s.m., prob. identical with ON. rif, 'rib'. See

prec. word.

Derivatives: reef, tr. and intr. v., reefer, n.

reek, n., vapor; stale odor. — ME. rek, reke, fr.

OE. ree, 'smoke, steam, vapor', rel. to ON. reykr

(whence Reykjavik, 'smoky bay"), OFris. rek,

OS. rok, MDu. rooc, Du. rook, OHG. rouh,

MHG. rouch, G. Rauch, Dan. reg, Swed. rok,

'smoke, steam'. Cp. reek, v.

Derivative: reek-y, n.

reek, intr. v., to emit smoke, smell.— ME. reken,

fr. OE. reocan, rel. to ON. reykja, OFris. reka,

MDu. roken. Da. roken, OHG. rouhhan,

MHG. rouchen, G. rauchen, Dan. rege, Swed.

roka, 'to smoke', Du. rieken, ruiken, OHG.
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riohhan, 'to smoke, steam', MHG., G. riechen,

Swed. ryka, 'to smell', and to OE. ree, 'smoke,

steam, vapor'. See reek, n.

reel, n., a revolvable instrument. — ME., fr. OE.
hreol, rel. to ON. hrssll, 'weaver's sley', OE.

hrsegel, hrsegl, 'garment'. See rail, 'garment'.

reel, tr. v., to wind on a reel.— ME. reelen, relen,

fr. reel, 'revolvable instrument'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: reel-ed, adj., reel-er, n.

reel, intr. v., to whirl, stagger. — ME. relen,

prob. fr. ME. reel, 'revolvable instrument',

hence etymologically identical with prec. word.

reel, n., name of a dance. — Prob. fr. reel, 'to

whirl'.

Derivative: reel, intr. v., to dance a reel.

re-elect, tr. v., to elect (a person) again.— Form-

ed fr. re- and elect.

re-election, n. — Formed fr. re- and election.

re-eligible, adj. — Formed fr. re- and eligible.

re-emphasize, tr. v., to emphasize again.— Form-

ed fr. re- and emphasize.

re-enforce, tr. v., to enforce again, give new force

to. — Formed fr. re- and enforce.

Derivative: re-enforce-ment, n.

re-enter, tr. and intr. v., to go or come in again.

—

Formed fr. re- and enter.

re-entrance, n. — Formed fr. re- and entrance.

re-entrant, adj. — Formed fr. re-enter and suff.

-ant.

re-entry, n. — Formed fr. re- and entry.

reest, tr. v., to smoke; intr. v., to be smoked

(said of fish, etc.) — The orig. meaning was

prob. 'to grill', fr. Dan riste, 'to grill'.

re-establish, tr. v. — Formed fr. re- and establish.

re-establishment, n. — Formed fr. re- and estab-

lishment.

reeve, n., the female of the ruff. — Also called

ree; of uncertain origin.

reeve, n., name of an officer; baihff, steward. —
ME. reve, fr. OE. gerefa, 'a king's officer, gov-

ernor', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. the

second element in sheriff.

reeve, tr. v., to pass (a rope, etc. ) through a hole

{naut.) — Of uncertain origin.

refection, n., refreshment. — ME. refeccioun, fr.

OF. refection (F. refection), 'remaking, rebuild-

ing, restoration", fr. L. refectionem, ace. of

refectio, fr. refeclus, pp. of reficere, 'to make
again, restore, renew', fr. re- and facere (pp.

factus), 'to make". See fact and -ion, and cp.

rifacimento, Cp. also frater, 'refectory'. For

the change of Latin a (in fdctus) to <? (in re-fec-

tus, re-fectio), see accent and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivative: refection-er, n.

refectory, n., a dining hall, esp. a dining hall in a

monastery. — ML. refectorium, prop, neuter

of L. refectorius, 'refreshing', fr. refectus, pp. of

reficere. See refection and subst. suff. -ory.

Derivative: refectort-an, n.

refer, tr. and intr. v. — ME. referren, referen,fx.

MF. (= F.) rifirer, fr. L. referre, 'to carry back.

relate, refer', fr. re- and ferre, 'to bear'. See

bear, 'to carry', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: refer-able, adj., referee (q.v.),

refer-ence, n. and tr. v., referendary (q.v.), re-

ferendum (q.v.), referr-al, n., referr-er, n.

referee, n. — Formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-ee. Cp. referendum.

Derivative: referee, tr. and intr. v.

referendary, n., 1) a referee (rare); 2) a higher

oiScial at various courts to whom petitions and

other matters were referred {med. hist.)— ML.
referenddrius, fr. L. referendus, gerundive of

referre. See next word and adj. suff. -ary.

referendum, n. — L., neut. of referendus, 'that

which is to be carried back', gerundive of

referre. See refer and cp. prec. word. For other

Latin gerundives or their derivatives used in

English cp. agenda and words there referred to.

referent, adj., referring; having reference. — L.

referens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of referre. See

refer and -ent.

Derivatives : referent, n., referential (q.v.), refer-

ent-ly, adv.

referential, adj. — Formed fr. reference on the

analogy of inferential. See refer, -ence and -ial.

Derivative: referential-ly, adv.

refill, tr. v., to fill again. — Formed fr. re- and

fill, V.

Derivative: refill, n.

refine, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. re- and fine,

'to refine', fr. fine, 'delicate' ; influenced in sense

by F. raffiner.

Derivatives: refin-ed, adj., refined-ly, adv., re-

finement (q.v.), refin-er, n., refinery (q.v.)

refinement, n. — Formed fr. refine with suff.

-ment. Cp. F. raffinement.

refinery, n. — Formed fr. refine with suff. -ery.

Cp. F. raffinerie.

refit, tr. v., to make fit again; intr. v., to be refit-

ted. — Formed fr. re- and fit, 'to suit'.

Derivatives: refit, n., refit-ment, n.

reflation, n., a milder, controlled form of infla-

tion. — A blend of re- and inflation.

reflect, tr. and intr. v. — ME. reflecten, fr. OF.

reflecter, fr. L. reftectere, 'to bend or turn back',

U.te-aniflectere, 'to bend, turn". See flex, 'to

bend", and cp. reflet.

Derivatives: reflect-ance, adj., reflect-ed, adj.,

reflect-ed-ly, adv., reflect-ed-ness, n., reflect-er,

n., refiect-ing, n., reflect-ing-ly , adv., reflection

(q.v.), reflect-ive, adj., reflecl-ive-ly, adv., reflect-

ive-ness, n., refiect-iv-ity, n., refiect-or, n.

reflection, reflexion, n. — ME. reflexion, fr. OF.

reflexion (F. reflexion), fr. Late L. reflexidnem,

ace. of reflexid, 'a bending back, reflection', fr.

reflexus, pp. of reflectere; see prec. word and

-ion. The spelling reflection is due to the influ-

ence of ME. reflecten.

Derivative: reflection-al, reflexion-al, adj.

reflet, n., brilliancy of surface. — F., 'reflection',

fr. It. riflesso, fr. L. reflexus, gen. -us, 'a bending

back', fr. reflexus, pp. of reftectere. The first e



reflex

in F. riflet is due to the influence of L. reflec-

tere. See reflection.

reflex, adj. — L. reflexus, 'bent back', pp. of re-

flectere. See reflect.

Derivatives: reflex-ed, adj., reftex-ible, adj., re-

flex-ibil-ity, n., reflex-ive, adj. and n., reflex-ive-

ly, adv., reflex-ive-ness, n.

reflex, n. — Fr. L. reflexus, gen. -us, 'a bending

back', fr. reflexus, pp. of reflectere. See prec.

word and cp. retroflex.

reflexion, n. — A var. of reflection.

refluence, n., reflux. — Formed from next word

with suff. -ce.

refluent, adj., flowing back. — L. refluens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of refluere, 'to flow back', fr.

re- and fluere, 'to flow'. See fluent.

reflux, n., a flowing back. — ME., fr. ML. re-

ftilxus, fr. re- and L.fiuxus, 'a flowing'. See flux.

reform, tr. and intr. v., to improve. — ME. re-

former!, fr. OF. (= F.) reformer, fr. L. reforma-

re, 'to form again, change, alter, reform', fr. re-

and formdre. See form, v. and n.

Derivatives: reform, n. (q.v.), reform-able, adj.,

reformation (q.v.), reform-ative, adj., reform-

ative-ly, adv., reform-ative-ness, n., reform-

at-ory, adj. and n., reform-ed, adj., reform-er, n.,

reform-ist, n.

reform, n., improvement, amendment. — Fr.

reform, v.; in some meanings, fr. F. reforme,

back formation fr. reformer.

re-form, v., to form again. — Formed fr. re- and

form, V. — Cp. prec. word.

reformation, n., amendment, improvement. —
ME. reformacion, fr. OF. (= F.) reformation, fr.

L. reformdtionem, ace. of reformatio, 'a trans-

formation', fr. reformatus, pp. of reformdre. See

reform, v., and -ation.

Derivative: reformation-al, adj.

Reformation, n., the religious movement that led

to the establishment of Protestantism in the 1 6th

cent. — See prec. word.

re-formation, n., a new formation. — Formed fr.

re- and formation. See prec. word.

refract, tr. v., to bend (a ray of light, sound or

heatj. — L. refrdctus, pp. of refringere, 'to

break up', fr. re- and frangere, 'to break'. See

fraction.

Derivatives: refracl-able, adj., refract-ed, adj.,

refract-ed-h, adv., refract-ed-ness, n., refract-ile,

adj., refract-il-ity, n., refraction (q.v.), refract-

ive, adj., refract-iv-ity, n., refract-ive-ness, n.,

refract-or, n., refractory (q.v.)

refraction, n. — Late L. refrdctid, gen. -onis, fr.

L. refrdctus, pp. of refringere. See refract and

-ion.

Derivative: refraction-al, adj.

refractometer, n., an instrument for measuring

refraction. — A hybrid coined fr. L. refrdctus,

pp. of refringere, and Gk. [xsTpov, 'measure".

See refract and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

refractory, adj., unmanageable. — Formed, with

change of sufT., fr. earlier, now obsolete, refrac-
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tary, fr. L. refrdctdrius, 'stubborn, obstinate',

fr. refrdctus, pp. of refringere. See refract and

adj. suff. -ary, resp. -ory.

Derivatives: refractory, n., refractori-ly, adv.,

refractori-ness, n.

refrain, tr. v., to check, restrain; intr. v., to ab-

stain— ME. refreynen, fr. OF. (= F.) rifrener,

fr. L. refrSnare, 'to bridle, curb', fr. re- and

frendre, 'to bridle', fr. frenum, 'bridle, curb'.

See frenum.

Derivatives: refrain-er, n., refrain-ment, n.

refrain, n., burden of a song. — ME. refreyn, fr.

MF. (= F.) refrain, fr. OF. refrait, prop. pp. of

refraindre, 'to break', used as a noun, fr. VL.

*refrangere, refashioned fr. L. refringere, 'to

break up', after L. frangere, 'to break' (see re-

fract); accordingly refrain prop, means 'that

which breaks up the sequel of the song'. The

change of the / (in OF. refrait) to n (in F. re-

frain) is prob. due to the influence of OProven?.

refranh, 'singing of birds, refrain', which derives

fr. refranher, 'to break up', equivalent to OF.

refraindre. The noun refrain is not reJl to the v.

refrain, 'to abstain'. See prec. word.

refrangible, adj., able to be refracted. — Formed
with suff. -ibie fr. VL. *refrangere, refashioned

fr. L. refringere, 'to break up', after \^. frangere,

'to break'. See refract. Cp. L. infringere, 'to

break ofl", and see infringe.

Derivatives : refrangibil-ity, n., refrangible-ness,

n.

refresh, tr. and intr. v. — ME. refresshen, fr. OF.

refreschir, var. refreschier (F. rafraichir), fr. re-,

'again' (see re-), and OF. freis, frois, fres, fem.

fresche (^F.frais, fem. fraiche), 'fresh'. See fresh,

'newly made'.

Derivatives: refresh-ant, n., refresh-er, n., re-

fresh-ful, adj., refresh-ful-ly, adv., refresh-ing,

adj., refresh-ing-ly, adv., refresh-ing-ness, n.,

refreshment, n. (q.v.)

refreshment, n. — ME. refresshement, fr. OF. re-

freschement (F. rafraichissement), fr. refreschir.

See prec. word and -raent.

refrigerant, adj., cooling, freezing. — L. refri-

gerdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of refrigerdre, 'to

make cool or cold', fr. re- and frtgerdre, 'to

make cool', fr. frigus, gen. frigoris, 'cold'. See

frigid and -ant.

Derivative: refrigerant, n.

refrigerate, tr. and intr. v. — L. refrigerdtus, pp.

of refrigerdre. See prec. word and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: refrigerat-ive, adj., refrigerat-or, n.

refrigeration, n. — ME. refrygeration, fr. L. re-

frlgerdtionem, ace. of refrigerdtid, 'a cooling', fr.

refrigerdtus, pp. of refrigerdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

refrigerative, adj., tending to cool.— MF. (= F.)

refrigeratif (fem. refrigirative), fr. Late L. refri-

gerdtivus, fr. L. re/rigeratus, pp. of refrigerdre.

See refrigerate and -ive.

refrigeratory, adj., refrigerating. — L. refrlgera-
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tortus, 'cooling', fr. refrigerdtus, pp. of refri-

gerdre. See refrigerate and adj. suff. -ory.

Derivative: refrigeratory, n.

refringence, also refringency, n., refractivity. —
Formed from next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

refringent, adj., refractive. — L. refringens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of refringere, 'to break up'.

See refract and -ent.

reft. —• Pp. of reave.

refuge, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) refuge, fr. L.

refugium, fr. re- and/Mge;-e, 'to flee'. See fugitive

and cp. subterfuge,

refugee, n. — F. refugii, a noun formed from the

pp. of se refugier, 'to take refuge', fr. L. refugi-

um. See prec. word and -ee.

refulgence, also refulgency, n. — Late L. refulgen-

tia, fr. L. refulgens, gen. -entis. See next word

and -ce, resp. -cy.

refulgent, adj., shining. — L. refulgens, gen. -en-

tis, pres. part, of refutgere, 'to flash back, shine,

glitter', fr. re- and fulgere, 'to shine'. See fulgent.

Derivatives: refulgent-ly, adv., refulgent-ness, n.

refund, tr. and intr. v., to repay. — The original

meaning was 'to pour back', fr. L. refundere, 'to

pour back, pour out', fr. re- and fundere, 'to

pour'. See found, 'to melt', and cp. fuse, 'to melt',

refuse.

Derivatives: refund, n., refund-er, n., refund-

ment, n.

re-fund, tr. v., to fund again. — Formed fr. re-

and fund,

refuse, v., to reject. — ME. refusen, fr. OF.

(= F.) refuser, fr. VL. refiisdre,fr. L. refundere

(pp. refdsus), 'to pour back'. See refund and

cp. refoimd. Cp. also ruse, rush, v.

Derivatives; refuse, adj. (q.v.), refus-able, adj.,

refus-al, n., refus-er, n.

refuse, n., 1) anything rejected; 2) waste; rub-

bish. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) refus, 'refusal,

denial, rejection', fr. OF., back formation fr.

refuser. See refuse, v.

refuse, adj., rejected. — ME., fr. refuse, n. See

refuse, n.

refutation, n. — L. refutdtid, gen. -onis, fr. refutd-

tus, pp. of refatdre. See refute and -ation.

refute, tr. v., to disprove. — L. refatdre, 'to repel,

repress, refute", fr. re- and *fiitdre, which prob.

derives fr. I.-E. base *bhat-, 'to strike down',

whence also OE. beatan, 'to strike'. See beat, 'to

strike', and cp. confute.

Derivatives: refut-able, adj., refut-al, n,, refuta-

tion (q.v.)

regain, tr. v. — MF. regaigner (F. regagner), fr.

re- (see re-) and gaigner (F. gagner). See gain, v.

Derivatives: regain, n., regain-er, n.

regal, adj., royal.— ME., fr. OF. regal,(0T directly)

fr. L. regdlis, 'belonging to a king, kingly, royal,

regal', fr. rex, gen. regis, 'king'. See regent, adj.,

and adj. suff. -al and cp. rex. Cp. also real, 'a

coin', and royal, which are doublets of regal.

Cp. also realty, 'royalty'.

regal, n., a portable organ. — F. regale, lit. 'the

royal instrument', fr. L. regdlis. See prec. word.

regale, n., feast, banquet. — F. rdgal, earlier

regale, fr. OF. rigale, a blend ofOF. gale, 'pleas-

ure' (see gallant), and rigoler, 'to amuse one-

self, which is of uncertain origin. It. regalo is a

French loan word.

regale, tr. v., to entertain; intr. v., to feast. — F.

r^galer, fr. regal, 'feast'. See prec. word.

Derivative: regale-ment, n.

regalia, n. pi., the insignia of royalty. — L. re-

gdlia, 'things pertaining to a king', pi. neut. of

the adj. regdlis. See regal, adj.

r^alia, n., name of a kind of Havana cigar. —
Sp. regalia, 'royal privilege', fr. regal, 'royal', fr.

L. regdlis. See regal, adj.

regality, n. — ME. regalite, fr. MF. regalite, fr.

ML. regdlitdtem, ace. of regdlitds, fr. L. regdlis.

See regal, adj., and -ity and cp. royalty, which

is a doublet of regality.

regard, tr. and intr. v. — ME. regarden, fr. MF.
(= F.) regarder, 'to look at', fr. OF., fr. re- (see

re-) and garder, 'to keep, preserve'; see guard

and cp. reward.

Derivative: regard-ing, prep. (prop. pres. part.)

regard, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) regard, 'look,

glance', fr. OF., fr. regarder. See regard, v.

Derivatives: regardant, adj. (q.v.), regard-ful,

adj., regard-ful-ly, adv., regard-ful-ness, n.,

regard-less, adj., regard-less-ly, adv., regard-less-

ness, n.

regardant, adj., looking backward {her.) — ME.,

fr. MF. regardant, pres. part, of MF. (= F.)

regarder. See regard, v., and -ant.

regatta, n., boat race. — It., also rigatta, fr. riga,

'row, rank'; so called with reference to the row

of gondolas starting to race. It. riga is borrowed

fr. OHG. riga, 'row'. See row, 'series, rank'.

regelate, intr. v., to freeze again. — Formed fr.

re- and L. geldtus, pp. of geldre, 'to freeze'. See

gelid and verbal suff. -ate.

regelation, n., the process of refreezing.— Form-

ed fr. re- and L. geldtid, gen. -onis, 'a freezing",

fr. geldtus, pp. of geldre. See prec. word and -ion.

regency, n. — ME. regencie, fr. ML. regentia, fr.

L. regens, gen. -entis; see regent, n., and -cy. Cp.

F. regence.

regenerable, adj. — See regenerate, v., and -able,

regeneracy, n., state of being regenerate.— Form-

ed fr. regenerate, adj., with suff. -cy.

regenerate, tr. and intr. v. — L. regenerdtus, pp.

of regenerdre, 'to bring forth again', fr. re- and

generdre, 'to bring forth, reproduce'. See gener-

ate.

Derivatives : regenerate, adj., regeneration (q.v.),

regenerat-ive, adj., regenerat-or, n.

regenerate, adj. — L. regenerdtus, pp. of regene-

rdre. See regenerate, v.

regeneration, n., the proce^ of regenerating. —
ME. regeneracioun, fr. OF. (= ¥.) regeneration,

fr. Late L. regenerdtidnem, ace. of regenerdtid,

'rebirth', fr. L. regenerdtus, pp. of regenerdre.

See regenerate, v., and -ion.



regenesis

regenesis, n., rebirth.— Formed fr. re- and gene-

sis.

regent, adj., 1) ruling (archaic); 2) acting as a

regent. — L. regens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

regere, 'to keep straight, lead straight, guide,

lead, conduct, direct, rule, reign', which is rel.

to rex, gen. regis, 'king', fr. I.-E. base *reg-, 'to

stretch, straighten; straight, right; to lead,

direct, rule', whence also L. rogdre, 'to ask, big,

entreat', prop, 'to have a desire for', OI. fjyati,

rfijdti, 'he stretches himself, Avestic razayeiti,

'directs', 01. rdjisthafi, Avestic razishta-, 'the

straightest', OI. irajydti, 'directs', OI. xjuh,

Avestic ^r*z«, 'straight', Gk. opsyciv, 'to reach,

stretch out, extend', Toch. B. raksate, 'he

stretched, spread out', Olr. rigim, 'I stretch',

recht, 'law', Goth, uf-rakjan, OE. reccan, 'to

stretch out, extend'. Cp. regent, n. Cp. also

abrogate, address, adroit, alert, anorexia, arrect,

arrogant, correct, correction, corrector, corregi-

dor, corrigendum, corvee, derogate, direct, direc-

tion, director, dirge, dirigible, dress, ergo, escort,

insurgent, insurrection, interrogate, orectic, per-

gola, prerogative, prorogue, rail, 'bar', raj, rajah,

ranee, real, 'a coin', realm, rectify, rector, rec-

tum, regal. Regalia, regicide, regie, regime, reg-

imen, regiment, regina, region, Regius, reglet,

regnal, regnant, regular, regulate, regulus, reign,

reina, reis, rennet, 'a variety of apple', resin-gent,

resurrection, rex, rigol, rillettes, rogation, royal,

rule, surge, surgent, surrogate, and the second

element in viceroy. Cp. also rack, 'instrument of

torture', rake, 'a tool', reck, reckless, reckon,

Reich, rich, right, the first element in Reginald,

Reynard, Reynold and the second element in

velungericht. Cp. also reach. For a nasalized

form of base *reg- see rank, 'vigorous'.

Derivatives: regent, n. (q.v.), regent-al, adj.,

regent-ship, n.

regent, n., one who rules a kingdom during the

minority or absence of the sovereign. — ME.,

fr. MF. (= F.) regent, fr. ML. regentem, ace. of

regens, 'regent', fr. L. regens, pres. part, of

regere, 'to rule'. See regent, adj.

regicide, n., one who kills a king. — Compound-
ed of L. rex, gen. regis, 'king' (see rex), and

-cida, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See -cide,

'killer'. Cp. F. regicide.

regie, n., government monopoly used as a means
of revenue. — F., fr. MF., prop. fern. pp. of

regir, 'to rule', fr. L. regere. See regent, adj., and

cp. regimen, regime.

regime, regime, n., system of government. — F.

regime, fr. OF. regimen, fr. L. regimen. See next

word.

regimen, n., 1) system of diet; 2) government

(gramm.) — L., 'rule, guidance, government',

fr. regere. See regent, adj., and cp. prec. word
and realm.

regiment, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) rigiment, fr.

Late L. regimentum, 'direction, government', fr.

L. regimen. See prec. word.
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Derivatives: regiment, tr. v., regiment-al, adj.,

regiment-al-ly, adv., regiment-als, n. pi., regi-

ment-ation, n.

regina, queen. — L. regina, rel. to rex, gen. regii,

'king', and cogn. with OI. raji, rajni 'qusen' (see

ranee), OI. rlgan, rigain, W. rhyain, 'maiden,

virgin'. See regent, adj., and -ine (representing

L. -ind) and cp. rex. Cp. also rennet, 'a variety

of apple', and the second element in vice-

reine.

reginal, adj., queenly. — ML. regindlis, fr. L.

regina. See prec. word and adj. sufif. -al.

Reginald, masc. PN. — OHG. Reginald, Ragi-

nald, ht. 'ruling with power'. See Reynold.

region, n. — ME. regioun, fr. OF. regium, region

(F. region), {T.h.regidnem,acc.of regid, 'bound-

ary, limit', prop, 'direction', fr. regere, 'to

guide, lead, direct, rule'. See regent, adj., and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: region-al, adj., region-al-ly, adv.,

region-al-ism, n., region-al-ist, n., region-al-ist-

ic, adj., region-al-ize, tr. v., region-ary, adj^*

register, n. — ME. registre, fr. OF. (= F.) regis-

tre, fr. ML. registrum, a collateral form ofreges-

tum, fr. Late L. regesta, 'list, catalog', lit. 'things

carried back', neut. pi. of regestus, pp. of rege-

rere, 'to carry back', fr. re- and gerere, 'to bear,

carry'. See gerent and cp. gest and res gestae.

Derivatives: register, v. (q.v.), registr-ar, n.,

registr-ar-ship, n., registr-y, n.

register, tr. and intr. v. — F. registrer, fr. ML.
registrdre, fr. registrum. See register, n.

Derivatives; register-ed, adj., registr-abte, adj.,

registr-ant, n.

registrary, n. — ML. registrdrius, fr. registrum.

See register, n., and subst. suff. -ary.

registration, n. — ML. registrdtid, gen. -dnis, fr.

registrdtus, pp. oi registrdre. See register, v., and

-ation.

Regius, n., 'royal', title of university professors

appointed by kings.— L. regius, 'belonging to' a

king, kingly, royal", fr. rex, gen. regis, 'king';

cp. OI. rdjydh, 'kingly, royal', fr. rdjan-, "king*.

See rex and cp. rajah.

reglet, n., 1) a small flat molding; 2) a small

wooden strip. — F. reglet, dimin. oi regie, 'rule',

fr. L. regula. See regular and cp. rule.

regma, n., a fruit made of several carpels which

break open at maturity (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

prjvjxa, 'fracture', from the stem of pvj-fvjvai, 'to

break', which is perh. cogn. with Lith. reziu,

reiti, 'to cleave, split'. Cp. rhagades. For the

ending see sufl". -ma.

regnal, adj., pertaining to the reign of a king. —
ML. regndlis, fr. L. regnum, 'kingdom, reign',

whence regndre, 'to reign', fr. I.-E. base *reg-,

'to lead, direct, rule'. See regent, adj., and cp.

reign. For the ending see adj. sufT. -al.

regnant, adj., reigning. — L. regndns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of regno, e, 'to reign'. See prec. word
and -ant.

regorge, tr. and intr. v. — F. regorger, fr. re- (see
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re-) and gorger, 'to stuff, gorge', fr. gorge,

'throat'. See gorge and cp. disgorge,

regrant, tr. v., to grant again. — Formed fr. re-

and grant.

Derivative: regrant, n.

regrate, tr. v., to buy provisions in large quanti-

ties with a view to reselling them at a high profit.

— ME. regraten, fr. OF. regrater (F. regratter),

'to retail, huckster", a hybrid coined fr. re- (see

re-) and OF. grater (F. gratter), 'to scrape', fr.

Teut. *krattdn, 'to scrape'. See grate, 'to scrape'.

re-grate, tr. v., to scrape the outer surface of a

wall, so as to give it a fresh appearance.— Form-

ed fr. re- and grate, 'to scrape'. Cp. prec.

word.

regrater, n., retailer; middleman.— ME., fr. OF.

regratier (F. regrattier), fr. regrater, 'to retail,

huckster". See regrate and agential suff. -er.

regress, n., a going back. — ME. regresse, fr. L.

regressus, gen. -ds, 'a going back, return, re-

gress', fr. regressus, pp. of regredi, 'to go back,

turn back, return, retire', fr. re- and gradi, 'to

step, walk'. See grade, 'step', and cp. words

there referred to. For the change of Latin a (in

gradi) to # (in re-grgssus) see accent and cp.

words there referred to. For the form oigressus,

pp. of gradi, see congress,

regress, intr. v. —- L. regressus, pp. oi regredi. See

regress, n.

Derivatives: regression (q.v.), regress-ive, adj.,

regress-ive-ly, adv., regress-ive-ness, n., regress-

iv-ity, n., regress-or, n.

regression, n. — L. regressid, gen. -dnis, 'a going

back, return', fr. regressus, pp. of regredi. See

regress, n., and -ion.

regret, tr. v. — ME. regretten, fr. MF. regrater,

regreter (F. regretter), fr. OF. The orig. meaning

of this verb was 'to bewail the dead' ; it is prob.

formed fr. re- (see re-) and ON. grata, 'to weep,

lament", which is rel. to Goth, gretan, OE.

grxtan, of s.m. See greet, 'to lament'.

Derivatives: regret, n. (q.v.), regrettable (q.v.),

regrett-er, n.

regret, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. OF., 'lamentation",

back formation fr. regreter. See regret, v.

Derivatives: regret-ful, adj., regret-ful-ly, adv.,

regret-ful-ness, n.

regrettable, adj. — F., fr. regretter. See regret, v.,

and -able.

Derivatives : regrettable-ness,n.,regrettabl-y,iidv.

regula, n., a band or filled in a Doric architrave

(arch.)— L. regula, 'ruler ; rule". See rule, n., and

cp. regular,

regulable, adj., capable of being regulated. — See

regulate and -able,

regular, adj. — ME. reguler, fr. OF. reguler (F.

regulier), fr. L. reguldris, 'pertaining to a bar or

ruler; containing rules', fr. regula. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivatives: regular, n., regularity (q.v.), regu-

lar-ize, tr. v., regular-iz-ation, n., regular-iz-er,

n., regular-ly, adv., regular-ness, n.

Keichstag

regularity, n. — F. regularite, fr. MF., fr. L.

reguldris. See prec. word and -ity.

regulate, tr. v. — L. reguldtus, pp. of regulare, 'to

direct, regulate', fr. regula. See regular and ver-

bal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: regulat-ion, n., regulat-ive, adj.

and n., regulat-or, n., regulat-ory, adj.

reguline, adj., pertaining to a regulus (chem. and

metal.) — Formed from next word with suff.

-ine (representing L. -inus).

regulus, n., 1) metallic antimony (alchem.) ; 2) the

metallic part of a mineral (chem. and metal.) ; 3)

(cap.) a genus of birds, the kinglet (ornithol.) —
L. regulus, 'a little king', dimin. of rex, gen.

regis; see rex. Metallic antimony was so called

in ML. for its readiness to combine with gold,

the royal metal.

Regulus, n., a first magnitude star in the constella-

tion Leo (astron.) — Not fr. L. regulus, 'a little

king' (see prec. word), but a corruption of the

Arabic name of this star, rijl (al-asad), 'paw (of

the lion)'. Arab, rijl, 'foot, paw', is rel. to Heb.

reghel, Aram, raghld, Syr. reghld, Mand. lighrd

(metath.), 'foot'. Cp. Rigel.

regurgitant, adj., flowing back. — ML. regurgi-

tdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of regurgitdre. See

next word and -ant.

regurgitate, tr. v., to surge back; intr. v.. to cause

to surge back. — ML. regurgitdtus, pp. of re-

gurgitdre, 'to engulf, fr. re- and L. gurgitdre, 'to

engulf. See gurgitation,

regurgitation, n., a pouring back; the backward

flow of blood to the heart (med.) — ML. regur-

gitdtid, fr. regurgitdtus, pp. of regurgitdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

rehabilitate, tr. v., to restore to good condition.

— ML. rehabilitdtus, pp. of rehabilitdre, fr. re-

and habilitdre, 'to make fit'. See habilitate.

Derivative: rehabilitat-ion, n.

rehash, tr. v., to hash again; to work over (old

material) into a new form. — Formed fr. re-

and hash.

Derivative: rehash, n.

rehearse, n. — ME. rehercen, rehersen, fr. OF.

rehercier, 'to reharrow, go over again, repeat',

fr. hercer (F. herser), to harrow", fr. herce (F.

herse), 'harrow'. See hearse.

Derivatives: rehears-al, n., rehears-er, n.

rei, n., real (coin). — Erroneous E. form of Port.

real (see real, name of a coin), fr. back forma-

tion of the Port. pi. reis (as if standing for rei-s).

Cp. reis, milreis.

Reich, n., formerly, name of the German Em-

pire; since 1919, the German Republic. — G.,

lit. 'empire, kingdom', fr. MHG. riche, fr.

OHG. rihhi, which is rel. to OE. rice, ON. riki,

Swed. rike, Dan. rige, OFris., MLG., MDu.
rlke, Du. rijk, Goth, reiki. These words derive

fr. Teut. *rikja-, 'rule', which is borrowed fr.

Celtic *rtgiom, 'kingdom, rule', fr. *rig-, 'king'.

See rich and cp. next word and rix-dollar.

Reichstag, n., the legislative assembly of the
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former German empire. — G., lit. 'diet of the

empire', fr. Reich and Tag, 'day'. See prec.

word and day; for sense development cp. diet,

'parliamentary assembly'. Cp. Rigsdag, Riksdag,

landtag.

reification, n., act of reifying. — See next word

and -ation.

reify, n., to materialize. — Formed fr. L. res,

gen. rei, 'a thing' (see res), and suff. -fy.

reign, n. — ME. rein, regne, fr. OF. reigne, regne

(F. regne), fr. L. regnum, 'rule, reign, kingdom',

which is rel. to regere, 'to lead, direct, rule,

reign'. See regent, adj., and cp. regnal, regnant.

Cp. also interregnum.

reign, intr. v. — ME. reignen, regnen, fr. OF.
regner (F. regner), fr. L. regndre, 'to rule,

reign', fr. regnum. See prec. word.

reimburse, tr. v. — Lit. 'to put back into the

purse', fr. re- and VL. imbursare; see imburse.

Cp. F. rembourser.

Derivative: reimburse-ment, n.

reimport, tr. v., to import again. — Formed fr.

re- and the verb import.

Derivatives: reimport, n., reimport-ation, n.

reimpose, tr. v., to impose again. — Formed fr.

re- and impose.

Derivative: reimpos-ition, n.

rein, n. — ME. reine, rene, fr. OF. rene (F. rene),

fr. earlier resne, fr. VL. *retina, 'rein', back for-

mation fr. L. retinere, 'to hold back', fr. re- and

tenere, 'to hold'. Cp. It. redini, Sp. rienda and

OProveng. renha, 'rein', and see retain.

Derivatives: rein, v., rein-less, adj.

reina, n., a kind of rockfish. — Sp., 'queen', fr.

L. regina, 'queen'. See regina.

reincarnate, tr. v., to incarnate again. — Formed
fr. re- and incarnate.

reincarnation, n., rebirth of the soul in a new
body. — Formed fr. re- and incarnation.

reindeer, n. — ME. reindere, fr. ON. hreindyri,

lit. 'the horned (antlered) animal', compounded
of hreinn, 'reindeer' [whence Dan., Swed.,

Norw., Du. ren, G. Ren (now spelled Renn,

through a folk-etymological association with

rennen, 'to run'), of s.m.], and dyr, 'deer'. The
first element is prob. cogn. with Gk. Kpioi;,

'ram'; see crio-. For the second element see

deer. Cp. Dan. rensdyr, Swed. rendjur, Du.

rendier, G. Renntier, which all are borrowed fr.

ON. hreindyri.

reinforce, tr. v., to strengthen. — Formed fr. re-

and inforce = enforce (q.v.) Cp. rinforzando.

Derivative: reinforce-ment, n.

reins, n. pi. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) reins, fr. L.

renes (pi. of ren), 'kidneys, reins', which is of

uncertain origin. Cp. renal.

reinsure, tr. v., to insure again. — Formed fr. re-

and insure.

Derivatives: reinsur-ance, a., reinsur-er, n.

reinstate, tr. v. — Formed fr. re-, 1st pref. t> and
state.

Derivative: reinstate-ment, n.
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reinvest, tr. v., to invest again. — Formed fr. re-

and invest.

reinvestment, n., a new investment.— Formed fr.

re- and investment. See Invest and -ment. •

reis, n., formerly a Portuguese and Brazilian

money of account. — Port., pi. of real. See real,

name of a coin, and cp. milreis. Cp. also rei.

reis, n. — A var. of rais.

reissue, tr. v., to issue again. — Formed fr. re-

and issue, v.

Derivative: reissue, n.

reiterant, adj., reiterating. — Late L. reiterans,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of reiterdre, 'to repeat'.

See reiterate and -ant.

reiterate, tr. v., to repeat. — Late L. reiterdtus,

pp. of reiterdre, 'to repeat', lit. 'to go over again'.

See re- and iterate.

Derivatives: reiteration, n. (q.v.), reiterat-ive,

adj. and n., reiteral-ive-ly, adv.

reiteration, n. — Late L. reiterdtio, gen. -dnis, 'a

repeating, reiteration', fr. reiterdtus, pp. of rei-

terdre. See prec. word and -ion. '

reject, tr. v. — L. rejectdre, freq. of reicere (less

correctly rejicere) (pp. rejectus), 'to throw back,

cast off, repel, reject', fr. re- and jacere (pp.

jactus), 'to throw'. Cp. OF. rejecter, rejeter, F.

rejeter, and see jet, 'to spirt forth'. For the

change of Latin a (in jactus) to e (in re-jectus)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: reject-able, adj., reject-er, n.

rejectamenta, n. pi., things thrown away, refuse,

rubbish. — ModL., fr. L. rejectdre, freq. of reji-

cere. See prec. word and -ment.

rejection, n. — L. rejectid, gen. -dnis, 'the act of

throwing back', fr. rejectus, pp. of reicere. See

reject and -ion.

rejoice, tr. and intr. v. — ME. rejoissen, rejoicen,

fr. OF. resjoiss-, resjouiss- (F. rejouiss-), pres.

part, stem of resjolr, resjouir (F. rejouir), fr. re-

[fr. L. re- (see re-)] and OF. esjoir, esjouir (F.

ejouir) fr. es- [fr. L. ex (see 1st -ex)] and joir,

Jouir (F. jouir), 'to gladden, rejoice', fr. L. gau-

dere, 'to be glad, rejoice'. See joy.

Derivatives: rejoice-fut, adj., rejoice-ment, n.,

rejoic-er, n., rejoic-ing, verbal n. and pres. part.

rejoin, tr. and intr. v., to join again ; to answer. —

•

ME. rejoinen, 'to answer to a legal charge', fr.

OF. (= F.) rejoin-, stem of rejoindre, 'to join

again, reunite', fr. re- (see re-) and joindre, 'to

join'. See join.

re-join, tr. and intr. v., to reunite. — Formed fr.

re- and join.

rejoinder, n., 1) the defendant's answer to the rep-

lication ; 2) an answer to a reply, answer, reply.

— ME. rejoiner, fr. OF. (= F.) rejoindre, 'to

join again, reunite', inf. used as a noun. See

rejoin. For the subst. use of infinitives in law

terms see attainder and cp. joinder.

rejuvenate, tr. v., to make young again; intr. v.,

to become young ^jgain. — Formed fr. re-, L.

juvenis, 'young' (see Juvenile), and verbal suff.

-ate.
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Derivatives : rejuvenat-ion, n., rejuvenat-ive, adj.,

rejuvenat-or, n.

rejuvenesce, intr. v., to become young again; tr.

v., to make young again. — Late L. rejuvene-

scere, fr. re- and L. Juvenescere, 'to grow up to

youth', inchoative verb formed fr. juvenis,

'young'. See juvenile and -esce.

rejuvenescence, n. — Formed with suff. -ence fr.

Late L. rejuvenescere. See prec. word.

rejuvenescent, adj. — Formed with suff. -ent fr.

Late L. rejuvenescere. See rejuvenesce.

rejuvenize, tr. v., to make young again.— Form-

ed fr. re-, L. juvenis, 'young' (see juvenile), and

suff. -ize.

-rel, -erel, dimin. and depreciatory suff. — OF.

-erel (whence F. -ereau), fem. -erelle, fr. L. -ellus,

fem. -ella. Cp. doggerel, mackerel, scoundrel.

relapse, intr. v. — L. relapsus, pp. of reldbi, 'to

slide back, glide back', fr. re- and Idbl, 'to slide,

glide'. See lapse.

Derivatives: relapse, n., relaps-er, n.

relate, tr. and intr. v. — F. relater, fr. L. reldtus

(used as pp. of referre, 'to bring back, return,

report'), fr. re- and Idtus (used as pp. offerre,

'to bear, carry'), which stands for *tldtos, fr.

*(/-, zero degree of I.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to

bear, carry', whence L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise',

tolerdre, 'to bear, support'. See tolerate and

cp. collate, and words there referred to. In

many of its meanings E. relate derives directly

fr. L. reldtus (see above).

Derivatives: relat-able, adj., relat-abil-ity, n.,

relat-ed, adj., relat-ed-ness, n., relation (q.v.),

relative (q.v.), relat-or, n.

relation, n.— ME. relacioun, fr. MF. (= F.) rela-

tion, fr. L. reldtionem, ace. of reldlio, 'a carrying

back, returning; report, narration; reference,

relation', fr. reldtus (used as pp. of referre). See

prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: relation-al, adj., relation-al-ity , n.,

relation-al-ly, adv., relation-ism, n., relation-ist,

n., relation-less, adj., relation-ship, n.

relative, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) relatif (fem.

relative), or directly from L. retdtivus, 'having

relation to', fr. reldtus (used as pp. of referre).

See relate and -ive.

Derivatives: relative, n., relativ-al, adj., relativ-

al-ly, adv., relative-ly, adv., relative-ness, n.,

relativ-ism, n., relativ-ist, n., relativ-ist-ic, adj.

relativity, n. — Prob. fr. F. relativite, which was

formed fr. relatif with suff. -ite (see prec. word

and -ity) ; in its scientific sense first used Albert

Einstein (1879-1955) in 1905.

relax, tr. and intr. v.— ME. relaxen, fr. relaxdre,

'to widen again, unloose, loosen, relax', fr. re-

and laxdre, 'to loosen', fr. laxus, 'loose'. See lax.

Derivatives: relax-able, adj., relaxation (q.v.),

relax-ative, adj. and n., relax-ed, adj., relax-ed-

ty, adv., relax-ed-ness, n.

relaxant, adj., pertaining to, or producing relaxa-

tion. — L. relaxSns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of

relaxdre. See prec. word and -ant.

rehc

Derivative: relaxant, n., a drug producing

relaxation.

relaxation, n. — L. relaxatid, -dnis, 'an easing,

mitigation, relaxation' [possibly through the

medium of MF. (= F.) relaxer], fr. relaxdtus,

pp. of relaxdre. See prec. word and -ation.

relay, n., a fresh supply of dogs, horses, etc., to

relieve others. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) relais,

'set of fresh hunting dogs or horses', fr. relaier.

See relay, v.

relay, tr. v., to convey by relays. — ME. relayen,

fr. OF. relaier (F. relayer), fr. re- and laier, 'to

let, leave'; see delay. OF. relaier prop, meant

'to leave the dogs behind (in order to take fresh

ones)'.

re-lay, tr. v., to lay back. — Formed fr. re- and

lay, 'to place, set'.

release, tr. v. — ME. relessen, relesen, fr. OF.

relaissier, relesser, 'to leave behind', fr. L.

relaxdre. See relax and cp. relish.

Derivatives: release, n. (q.v.), releas-ee, n.,

releas-er, n., releas-or, n.

release, n.— ME. reles, fr. OF. reles, back forma-

tion fr. relesser, 'to leave behind'. See prec. word.

relegable, adj. — See relegate and -able.

relegate, tr. v., to consign. — L. relegdtus, pp. of

relegate, 'to send away, dispatch, remove', fr.

re- and legdre. See legate, v.

relegation, n. — L. relegdtio, gen. -onis, fr. rele-

gdtus, pp. of relegdre. See prec. word and -ion.

relent, intr. v. — ME. relenten, formed fr. re- and

L. lentus, 'soft, slack'. Cp. F. ralentir, 'to

slacken, relent'. See lentitudc and lithe and cp.

rallentando.

Derivatives: relent, n. (obsol.), relent-ing, adj.,

relent-ing-ly, adv., relent-less, adj., relent-less-ly,

adv., relent-less-ness, n., retent-ment, n.

relevance, also relevancy, n. — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

relevant, adj., pertinent.— F., 'depending upon',

orig. 'helpful', pres. part, of relever, 'to raise

again; to lighten, relieve, help', fr. re- (see re-)

and lever, 'to raise, lift'. See relieve and -ant and

cp. next word.

Derivative: relevant-ly, adv.

releve, n., a dish that follows another, remove. —
F., prop. pp. of relever, 'to relieve', used

as a noun. See relieve and cp. preceding word.

Releve prop, denotes the dish that 'relieves'

another.

reliable, adj. — Formed fr. rely with suff. -able.

Derivatives: reliabil-ity, n., retiable-ness, n.,

reliabl-y, adv.

reliance, n. — Formed fr. rely with suff. -ance.

reliant, adj. — Formed fr. rely with suff. -ant.

Derivative: reliant-ly, adv.

relic, n. — ME. relyke, later, with 'etymological'

spelling, relique, fr. OF. (= F.) relique, which

was orig. used in the pi. reliques, fr. L. reliquiae,

'remains', fr. reliquus, 'that which remains', fr.

re- and I.-E. base */i9*'-, 'to let, leave'. See

reiinqnish.
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relict, n., a widow; adj., left behind, residual. —
Fr. L. relictus, -a, -um, 'abandoned, left behind',

pp. of relinguere. See relinquish. Cp. also derelict.

Derivative: relict-ed, adj.

reliction, n., recession of the sea or other water

from land (Jaw). — L. relictio, gen. -onis, 'a

leaving behind', fr. relictus, pp. ofrelinguere. See

relinquish and -ion and cp. prec. word.

relief, n., aid, assistance. — ME. releve, relefe,

relief, fr. MF. (= F.) relief, lit. 'a raising', fr.

OF. reliev-, stem of the stressed forms of relever.

See relieve.

relief, n., projection of a figure from a flat sur-

face. — F., fr. It. rilievo, lit. 'raised work', fr.

rilerare, "to raise', fr. L. relevare. See next word

and cp. prec. word and relievo, rilievo, alto-

relievo, bas-relief.

relieve, tr. v., 1) to ease, alleviate; 2) to release

from duty. — ME. releven, fr. OF. (= F.) re-

lever, 'to raise again, relieve', fr. L. relevare, 'to

raise, lift; to lighten, relieve, help', fr. re- and

levdre, 'to make light, lift up', fr. levis, 'light'.

See lever and cp. relevant, relief (in both senses).

Derivatives: retiev-ed, adj., reliev-ed-ly, adv.,

reliev-ed-ness, n., reliev-er, n., reliev-ing, adj.,

reliev-ing-ly, adv.

relievo, n., relief. — It. See relief, 'projection'.

religatc, tr. v., to bind together. — L. religdtus,

pp. of religdre, 'to bind up, bind together', fr.

re- and ligdre, 'to bind'. See ligate.

Derivative: religat-ion, n.

religieuse, n., a nun. — F., fern, of religieux,

'monk'. See next word.

religieux, n., a monk. — F., prop, 'religious'. See

religious.

religion, n. — ME. religioun, fr. OF. (= F.) re-

ligion, fr. L. religionem, ace. of religio, 'reverence

for the gods, piety, religion'. According to Ci-

cero, religio derives fr. relegere, 'to go through

again in reading or in thought', fr. re- and le-

gere, 'to read' ; see lecture. Accordingly religio

prop, means 'that which one goes over again in

thought'. There is less probability in the ety-

mology,also suggested alreadyby the ancients,ac-

cording to which religio would mean 'that which

binds", fr. religdre, 'to bind up, bind together'.

See ligament and cp. coreligionist.

Derivatives: religion-ary, adj. and n., religion-

er, n., religion-ism, n., religion-ist, n., religion-

ist-ic, adj., religion-ize, v., religion-less, adj.,

religi-ose, adj., religiosity (q.v.), religious (q.v.)

religiosity, n.— ME. retigiosite, fr. L. religidsitds,

'religiousness', fr. religiosus. See next word and

-ity.

religious, adj. — ME., fr. OF. religieus (F. reli-

gieux), fr. L. religiosus, 'pious, devout, religious',

fr. religio. See religion and -ous.

Derivatives: religious-ly, adv., religious-ness, n.,

and cp. prec. word.

relinquish, tr. v. — ME. retinquisshen, fr. OP. re-

linquiss-, pres. part, stem of relinquir, fr. L. re-

linguere, 'to leave behind', fr. re- and Unquere,

'to leave', from the present stem *linq^-, nasal-

ization of I.-E. base *liq'^-, 'to let, leave',

whence Goth, leihan, OE. lienan, 'to lend'. See

loan and verbal suff. -ish and cp. delict, delin-*

quent, derelict, reUc, relict.

Derivatives: relinquish-er, n., relinquish-ment, n.

reliquary, n., a receptacle for keeping relics. —
F. religuaire, fr. ML. reliquidrium, fr. L. reli-

guiae, 'relics'. See relic and subst. suff". -ary.

reliquiae, n. pi., remains. — L., fr. reliquus, 're-

maining', which is rel. to relinguere (perf. reli-

gui), 'to leave behind'. See relinquish and cp.

prec. word.

relish, n., taste. — ME. reles, fr. OF. relais, reles,

'that which is left behind', fr. relaissier, 'to leave

behind', fr. L. relaxdre. See relax and cp. release.

Derivatives: relish, tr. and intr. v., relish-ing,

adj., relish-ing-ly, adv.

relucent, adj., shining. — L. reldcens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, ofreldcere, 'to shine forth', fr. re- and

Idcere, 'to shine'. See lucent.

reluct, intr. v., to struggle. — L. reluctdri,-''to

struggle against, resist', fr. re- and luctdri, 'to

wrestle, struggle', which is cogn. with Gk.
"

Xuyoc, 'any pliant twig', Xuyt^Eiv, 'to beijd,

twist', OE. locc, 'lock'. See lock, 'tuft', and cp.

words there referred to.

reluctance, n., unwillingness. — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce.

reluctant, adj., unwilling. — L. reluctdns, gen.

-dntis, pres. part, of reluctdri. See reluct and

-ant.

Derivative: reluctant-ly, adv.

relume, tr. v., to rekindle. — Late L. relumindre,

'to light up again', fr. re- and L. lUmindre, 'to

light up, illumine', fr. lUrnen, gen. Idminis, 'light'.

See luminary.

rely, intr. v. — ME. relien, generally derived fr.

L. religdre, 'to fasten together', fr. re- and ligdre,

'to bind' (see ligament). It is more prob. how-

ever, that it is formed fr. re- and lie, 'to recline'.

Accordingly, the exact spelling should be relie;

the spelling -ly shows the influence of the nu-

merous words ending in -ly (as apply, comply,

etc.) This latter etymology of the word also ex-

plains why the verb rely is construed with the

prep, 'on, upon'.

remain, intr. v. — ME. remainen, fr. OF. remain-

dre, remanoir, 'to remain', fr. L. remanere, 'to

stay behind, remain', fr. re- and manere, 'to stay,

remain'. See mansion and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

remain, n. — ME., fr. MF. remain, back forma-

tion fr. OF. remaindre, remanoir, 'to remain'.

See next word.

remainder, n. — ME., fr. OF. remaindre, inf. used

as a noun. For the subst. use of infinitives of

OF. origin cp. attainder and words there referred

to.

Derivative: remainder, tr. v. and adj.

remand, tr. v. — ME. remanden, fr. MF. reman-

der, fr. L. remanddre, 'to send back word, notify'.

fr. re- and manddre, 'to commit to one's charge,

command'. See mandate.

Derivative: remand, n.

remanence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

remanent, adj., remaining. — ME., fr. L. rema-

nens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of remanere. See

remain, v., and -ent.

remanet, n., that which remains (law). — L., 'it

remains', 3rd person sing. pres. part, of rerrm-

nere. See remain, v.

remark, tr. and intr. v. — F. remarguer, fr. MF.
remarguer, a hybrid coined fr. re- (see re-) and

marquer, 'to mark', a word of Teut. origin. See

mark, 'sign'.

remark, n. — F. remargue, back formation fr. re-

marguer, fr. MF. See remark, v.

remarkable, adj.— F. remarguable, fr. remarguer.

See remark, v., and -able.

Derivatives; remar/caiiZ-i'ty, n., remarkable-ness,

n., remarkabl-y, adv.

remarque, n., a miniature sketch on the margin.

— F. See remark, n.

remblai, n., filling material, excavation, embank-

ment. — F., back formation fr. remblayer, 'to

fill up, embank', fr. re- and -em (see re- and

em-) and ble, 'corn', fr. Prankish *bldd. Cp. OE.

blsed, 'shoot, flower; harvest, crops', blsed,

'leaf, and see blade.

Rembrandtesque, adj., resembling the style of the

Dutch painter Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69).

— Formed fr. the name of Rembrandt with suff.

-esque.

remediable, adj., capable of being remedied. —
ME., fr. MF. (= F.) remediable, fr. L. remedid-

bilis, 'that which may be healed, curable', fr. re-

medidre, remediSri, 'to heal, cure', fr. remedium.

See remedy, n., and -able.

Derivatives: remediable-ness, n., remediabl-y,

adv.

remedial, adj., serving as a remedy. — L. reme-

didlis, 'healing, remedial', fr. remedium. See rem-

edy, n., and adj. suff. -al.

remedy, n. — ME. remedie, fr. AF. remedie (F.

remede), fr. L. remedium, 'relief, remedy', lit. 'a

healing again", fr. re- (see re-) and mederi, 'to

heal'. See medical and cp. next word.

Derivatives: remedi-less, adj., remedi-less-ly,

adv., remedi-less-ness, n.

remedy, tr. v. — ME. remedien, fr. MF. (= F.)

remedier, fr. L. remedidre, remedidri, 'to remedy',

fr. remedium. See remedy, n.

remember, tr. and intr. v. — ME. remembren, fr.

OF. remembrer, fr. Late L. rememordrl, 'to call

to mind again, remember again', fr. re- and L.

memordri, 'to remember, be mindful', fr. memor,

'mindful'. See memory.

Derivatives: remember-able, adj., remember-

abil-ity, n., remember-able-ness, n., remember-er,

n., remembrance (q.v.)

remembrance, n. — ME., fr. MP., fr. remembrer.

See prec. word and -ance.

Derivative: remembranc-er, n.

remex, n. pi., remiges, any of the quill feathers of

the wing of a bird (prnithol.)— ML. remex (resp.

remiges), fr. L., 'rower, oarsman', compounded

ofremus, 'oar', and -ex, gen. -igis, fr. -igere, used

in compounds for agere, 'to lead'. L. remus

stands for *re-smos and is cogn. with OI. aritraff,

'oar', Gk. ipiaaew, 'to row', ipkTtjQ, 'rower',

OE. rodor, 'rudder', fr. I.-E. base *ere, 'to row;

oar', whence also ON. roa, OE. rowan, 'to row'.

See row, 'to propel a boat', and cp. rudder. Cp.

also bireme and words there referred to. For the

second element see agent, adj.

remind, tr. v. — Formed fr. re- and mind.

Derivatives : remind-al, n., remind-er, n., remind-

ful, adj.

reminisce, intr. v. — Back formation fr. remi-

niscent. Cp. luminesce.

reminiscence, n.— F. reminiscence, ft. Late L. re-

mimscentia, 'recollection", fr. reminlscens, gen.

-entis; see next word and -ce. Late L. remini-

scentia is prop, a loan translation of Gk. ava-

jjtvTjat?, 'a calling to mind, reminiscence', fr.

dva(ii(xvr)(JX£iv, 'to remind of, recall to memory'.

reminiscent, adj. — L. reminlscens, gen. -entis, pp.

of reminlsci, 'to recall to mind, remember", fr.

re- and minisci, 'to remember", which is rel. to

mens, 'mind", meminf, meminisse, 'to remember',

and cogn. with Gk. [xijivfjazeiv, 'to remember',

fr. I.-E. base *men-, 'to think'. See mind and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see suff.

-ent.

Derivatives: reminiscent, n., reminiscent-ial,

adj., reminiscent-ial-ly, adv.

remise, n., a surrender. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.),

prop. fem. pp. of remettre, 'to put back', used

as a noun, fr. L. remittere. See remit.

Derivative : remise, tr. v.

remise, n., a second thrust (fencing). — F., of the

same origin as prec. word.

remiss, adj., lax, negligent. — L. remissus, pp. of
'

remittere. See remit.

Derivatives: remiss-ly, adv., remiss-ness, n.

remissible, adj., forgivable.— MF. (= F.) remis-

sible, fr. Late L. remissibilis, fr. L. remissus, pp.

of remittere. See remit and -ible.

Derivatives: remissibil-ity, n., remissible-ness, n.

remission, n. — ME., fr. OF. remission (F. remis-

sion), fr. L. remissionem, ace. of remissio, 'a

sending back, remission', fr. remissus, pp. of re-

mittere. See remit and -ion.

remissive, adj., causing remission. — ML. re-

missivus, fr. L. remissus, pp. of remittere. See

next word and -ive.

remit, tr. and intr. v. — ME. remytten, fr. L. re-

mittere, 'to send back; to relax, slacken; to re-

mit, forgive', fr. re- and mittere, 'to send'. See

mission.

Derivatives : remitt-al, n., remitt-ance, n., remitt-

anc-er, n., remitt-ee, n., remittent (q.v.), remitt-

er, n., remitt-or, n.

remittent, adj. and n. — L. remittens, gen. -entis.



pres. part, oi remittere. See prec. word and -ent.

Derivative: remittent-ly, adv.

remnant, n. and adj. — ME., contraction of ME.
remenant, fr. OF. remanant, remenant, prop.

pres. part, of remanoir, remaindre, 'to remain .

See remain and -ant.

remodel, tr. v., to model afresh.— Formed fr. re-

and model, v.

remonetize, tr. v., to restore as lawful currency.

— Formed fr, re- and monetize.

Derivative: remonetiz-ation, n.

remonstrance, h.— MP. remonstrance (F. remon-

trance), fr. ML. remonstrantia, fr. remonstrdns,

gen. -antis. See next word and -ce.

remonstrant, adj. and n. — ML. remonstrans,

gen. -antis, fr. remonstrdre. See next word and

-ant.

remonstrate, intr. v. — ML. remonstrdtus, pp. of

remonstrdre, fr. re- and L. mdnstrdre, 'to show'.

See monster and verbal suflf. -ate.

Derivatives: remonstrat-ing, adj., remonstrat-

ing-ly, adv., remonstrat-ion, n., remonstrat-ive,

adj., remonstrat-or, n.

remontant, adj., blooming a second time in a sea-

son. — F., pres. part, of remonter, 'to go up
again'. See remount and -ant.

Derivative: remontant, n.

remora, n., any fish pertaining to the genera

Echeneis, Remora (ichthyol.) — L. remora, 'de-

lay, hindrance', fr. re- and mora, 'delay'; see

moratory. The fish was believed to stop boats,

whence its name.

remorse, n. — ME. remors, remorse, fr. MF. re-

mors (F. remords), fr. VL. remorsus, pp. of re-

mordere, 'to bite again, vex, torment', fr. re- and

mordere, 'to bite'. See mordant and cp. morsel.

Derivatives: remorse-ful, adj., remorse-ful-ly,

adv., remorse-less, adj., remorse-less-Iy, adv.,

remorse-less-ness, n.

remote, adj. — L. remotus, 'afar oft', remote', pp.

oi removere. See remove.

Derivatives: remote-ly, adv., remote-ness, n.

remotion, n., removal. — ME. remocion, fr. L.

remotio, gen. -onis, fr. remotus, pp. of removere.

See prec. word and cp. motion,

remount, tr. and intr. v., to mount again. — ME.
remounten, fr. OF. (= F.) remonter, fr. re- (see

re-) and monter, 'to go up'. See mount, 'to go

up', and cp. remontant.

Derivative: remount, n.

remove, tr. and intr. v. — ME. removen, fr. OF.
removoir, remouvoir, fr. L. removere, 'to move
back, draw back, remove', fr. re- and movere.

See move and cp. remote, remotion.

Derivatives: remove, n., remov-able, adj., remov-

abil-ity, n., remov-al, n., remov-ed, adj., remov-

ed-ly, adv., remov-ed-ness, n., remov-er, n.

remuda, n., relay of horses. — Sp., shortened

from remuda de caballos, lit. 'exchange ofhorses',

fr. remudar, 'to exchange', fr. re-, 'again', lT. L.

re- (see re-) and mudar, 'to change', fr. L. mii-

tdre, 'to change'. See mutable.
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remunerable, adj. — See next word and -able.

remunerate, tr. v., to pay for work or service; to

recompense. — L. remunerdtus, pp. of remune-

rdri (later remunerdre), 'to repay, reward, re-

compense', fr. re- and munerdre (also munerdri),

'to give, present', fr. munus, gen. muneris, 'gift,

present, reward'. See municipal and cp. words
there referred to. For the ending see verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: remuneration (q.v.), remunerat-ive,

adj., remunerat-ive-ty, adv., remunerat-ive-ness,

n., remunerat-or, n.

remuneration, n. — L. remunerdtio, gen. -dnis, 'a

repaying, recompense', fr. remunerdtus, pp. of

remunerdrl. See prec. word and -ion.

renaissance, n., revival of learning, hterature and
art. — F., 'rebirth', fr. MP., fr. renaissant, pres.

part, of renaitre, 'to be bom again', fr. OF. re-

nestre, fr. VL. *renascere, corresponding to L.

renasci, 'to be born again'. See renascence.

renal, adj., pertaining to the kidneys. — P. renal,

fr. Late L. rendlis, fr. L. ren, 'kidney', pi. r^nes.

See reins and adj. suff. -al and cp. adrenal.

renascence, n., rebirth. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce. Cp. renaissance, which. is a

doublet of renascence.

renascent, adj., being born again.— L. renascens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of renasci, 'to be born

again', fr. re- and nasci, 'to be born'. See nascent.

rencontre, n., a rencounter. — MF. (= F.), fr.

rencontrer, 'to meet', fr. re- (see re-) and encon-

trer, 'to meet', fr. OF. See encounter and cp.

next word.

rencounter, n. — Anglicized fr. rencontre (q.v.)

rencounter, tr. and intr. v. — MF. (= P.) ren-

contrer, 'to meet'. See rencontre.

rend, tr. and intr. v. — ME. renden, fr. OE. ren-

dan, 'to tear, cut', rel. to OFris. renda, randa, 'to

cut, break', MLG. rende, 'anything broken',

prob. also to OE. rind(e), 'bark, rind, crust'; see

rind. Outside Teut. cp. Ol. rdndhram, 'an open-

ing, slit, fissure'. Cp. also rent, 'a hole'.

Derivative : rend-er, n., one who rends.

render, tr. and intr. v. — ME. rendren, fr. MF.
(= F.) rendre, fr. VL. *rendere, which was form-

ed fr. L. reddere, 'to give back, restore; to give

up; to translate', on analogy of the antonym
prendere, 'to take'. L. reddere is formed fr. red-

and -dere, weakened form of dare, 'to give'. See

date, 'point of time', and cp. reddition, rendez-

vous, rendition, rent, 'payment', surrender.

Derivatives: render, n., render-ing, n.

rendezvous, n., meeting. — P. rendez-vous, prop,

'render, betake yourselves', imper. pi. of se

rendre, 'to render oneself. See render.

Derivative: reruiezvous, intr. v.

rendition, n., a rendering. — Obsol. F., fr. VL.

*renditi6nem, for L. reddilidnem, ace. oi redditio,

'a giving back'. See reddition and cp. render.

renegade, n., an apostate. — Sp. renegade (with

substitution of sulf. -ade for Sp. -ado), fr. ML.
renegdtus, prop. pp. of renegare, 'to deny', fr.

f

re- and L. negdre, 'to deny'. See negation and

cp. next word.

Derivative: renegade, adj. and intr. v.

renege, intr. and tr. v., to deny, renoimce.— ML.
renegdre. See prec. word.

Derivatives: renege, n., reneg-er, n.

renew, tr. and intr. v. — ME. renewen, formed

fr. re- and newe, 'new' (see new), on analogy of

L. renovdre. See renovate.

Derivatives: renew-able, adj., renew-abil-ity, n.,

renew-al, n.

reni-, combining form denoting the kidney.— L.

reni-, fr. ren, pi. renes, 'kidney'. See reins,

reniform, adj., kidney-shaped. — Formed fr.

reni- and L. forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

renitence, renitency, n.— F. rinitence, fr. renitent,

fr. L. renitentem, ace. ofrenltens. See next word

and -ce, resp. -cy.

renitent, adj., resistant, recalcitrant. — L. reni-

tens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of renitor, reniti, 'to

strive against, withstand', fr. re- and nltor, nitl,

'to strive, make an effort, exert oneself. See

nisus and -ent.

rennet, n., inner membrane of a calf's stomach

used for curdling milk. — Late ME., lit. 'that

which causes (milk) to run', related to ME.
rennen, 'to cause to run', fr. OE. rinnan, 'to run'.

Cp. OE. gerinnan, 'to run together, coagulate',

G. rinnen, 'to run', gerinnen, 'to curdle', geron-

nene Milch, Du. geronnen melk, 'curdled milk'.

See run.

rennet, n., a variety of apple. — P. reinette, lit.

'little queen', dimin. of reine, 'queen', fr. L. re-

gina; see regina and -ette. For sense develop-

ment cp. Sp. manzana de reina, lit. 'queen's

apple'. The P. var. rainette is due to a confusion

of this word with rainette, 'tree frog' (dimin. of

L. rdna, 'frog'), whose spotted skin resembles

that of the rennet (cp. rainette green).

rennin, n., name of a ferment that causes coagula-

tion (biochem.) — Coined from the abbrevia-

tion of rennet, 'inner membrane of a calf's

stomach', and suff. -in.

reno-, combining form meaning 1) the kidney;

2) renal and (med.) — Fr. L. renes, 'kidney'. See

renal.

renounce, tr. and intr. v. — ME. renouncen, fr.

MP. (= P.) renoncer, fr. L. renuntidre, 'to carry

back word, report; to retract, renounce', form-

ed fr. re- and niintidre, 'to relate, report', fr.

nuntius, 'messenger'. See nuncio and cp. renun-

ciation.

Derivatives: renounce, n., renounce-able, adj.,

renounc-er, n.

renouncement, n. — MP. (= F.) renoncement, fr.

renoncer. See prec. word and -ment.

renovate, tr. v., to renew; intr. v., to become re-

newed. — L. renovdtus, pp. of renovdre, 'to re-

new', fr. re- and novdre, 'to make new', fr. novus,

'new'. See new and verbal suff. -ate and cp.

novel, adj. and n. Cp. also renew.

renovatloii, n.— ME. renovacion, fr. L. renovdtio.

'act of renewing, renewal' [possibly through

the medium of MP. (= P.) renovation], fr. re-

novdtus, pp. ofrenovdre. See prec. word and -Ion.

renovator, n.— L. renovdtor, fr. renovdtus, pp. of

renovdre. See renovate and agential suff. -or.

renown, n. — ME. renoun, fr. AP. renoun, fr. OF.

renon, later renom, fr. renomer, 'to make fa-

mous', fr. re- (see re-) and nomer, fr. L. nomindre,

'to name'. See noun.

Derivative: renown-ed, adj.

rent, adj., torn. — Pp. of rend,

rent, n., an opening, a hole, a cleft. — Fr. prec.

word.

rent, n., payment made by a tenant to the owner

or landlord. — ME. rente, fr. OF. rente, prop,

fern. pp. used as a noun, fr. VL. *rendita, cor-

responding to L. reddita, 'that which is render-

ed', fem. pp. of *rendere, resp. reddere, 'to give

back'. See reddition and cp. render, rendition.

Derivatives; rent-al, rent-less, adjs.

rent, tr. v., to pay rent for; intr. v., to be for rent.

— ME. renten, rente. See rent, 'payment'.

Derivatives: rent-able, rent-ed, adjs., rent-ee, n.

rental, n., sum paid as rent; rent roll. — ME., fr.

ML. rentdle, formed with L. suff. -ale, neut. of

-alls (see -al), fr. ME. rente. See rent, 'payment'.

rente, n., rent, income. — P., fr. VL. *rendita.

See rent, 'payment'.

rentier, n., a holder of rentes. — P., fr. rente. See

rente.

renunciation, n. — ME., fr. L. reniintidtid, gen.

-onis, fr. reniintidtus, pp. of rendntidre. See re-

nounce and -ation.

renunciative, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

renuntiatus, pp. of renuntidre. See renounce.

renunciatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. reniintidtus, pp. of renQntidre. See renounce.

Reo, n., a trade name in the automobile industry.

reopen, tr. and intr. v., to open again. — Formed

fr. re- and open, v.

reorganize, tr. v., to organize again. — Formed

fr. re- and organize. Cp. P. reorganiser.

Derivative: reorganiz-ation, n. Cp. P. reorgani-

sation.

rep, also repp, reps, n., a thick ribbed fabric of

silk. — P. reps, prob. fr. E. ribs, pi. of rib. Cp.

Du. rips, G. Rips, which are English loan words.

rep, n., dissolute. — Abbreviation of reprobate,

rep, n., repetition {schoolboy's slang). — Abbre-

viation of repetition,

repair, tr. v., to mend. — ME. repairen, reparen,

fr. OP. (= P.) reparer, fr. L. repardre, 'to get

again, recover, repair, repair renew", fr. re- and

pardre, 'to get, prepare, make ready" ; see pare

and cp. reparation.

Derivatives: repair, n., repair-able, adj., repair-

er, n.

repair, intr. v., to resort. — ME. repairen, fr.

MP. repairier, repairer, 'to return to one's

country', fr. OF. repairier, of s.m., fr. Late L.

repatridre, of s.m., fr. re- and L. patria, 'country,

homeland'. See patriot and cp. repatriate.



repair, n., resort. — ME. repaire, repair, fr. MF.
repaire, 'return to one's country", fr. OF. repaire,

of s.m., fr. OF. repairier. See prec. word.

repand, adj., wavy {bot., said of leaves); the op-

posite of serrate. — L. repandus, 'bent back-

ward, turned up', fr. pandare, 'to bend, curve',

which is rel. to pandere, 'to spread out'. See

fathom and cp. pandiculation.

reparable, adj. — F. reparable, fr. L. repardbilis,

'capableofbeingrepaired'. See repair, 'to mend',

and -able.

Derivative: r<^arabt-y, adv.

reparation, n.— ME. reparacioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

reparation, fr. L. repardtionem, ace. of repa-

rdtid, 'repair, restoration', fr. repardtus, pp. of
repardre. See repair, 'to mend', and -ation.

reparative, adj. — Late L. repardtivus, fr. L. re-

pardtus, pp. of repardre. See prec. word and -Ive.

repartee, n., a witty reply. — P. repartie, 'repar-

tee', prop. fem. pp. of repartir, 'to start again;

to reply', fr. OF., fr. re- (see re-) andpartir, 'to

part; to depart, start'. See part, 'to divide', and
cp. depart.

repartition, n. — Formed fr. re- and partition.

repast, n. — ME., fr. MF. repast (F. repas), prop,

pp. ofrepaistre (F. repaitre), 'to feed', fr Late L.

repdstus, pp. oi repdscere, 'to feed again', fr. re-

and L. pdscere, 'to feed'. See pastor.

repatriate, tr. and intr. v. — Late L. repatridtus,

pp. of repatridre, 'to return to one's country'.

See repair, 'to resort'.

repatriation, n.— ML. repatridtid, gen. -dnis, 'the

act of returning to one's own country', fr. Late

L. repatridtus, pp. of repatridre. See prec. word
and -ion.

repay, tr. and intr. v. — OF. repaier (F. repayer),

fr. re- and payer, 'to pay'. See pay.

Derivatives: repay-able, adj., repay-al, n., re-

pay-ing, adj., repay-ment, n.

repeal, tr. v., to revoke. — ME. repelen, fr. MF.
rapeler, repeler (F. rappeler), 'to call back, re-

call', fr. OF., fr. re- (see re-) and apeler. See

appeal.

Derivatives: repeal, n. (q.v.), repeal-able, adj.,

repeal-abil-ity , n., repeal-able-ness, n., repeal-er,

n.

repeal, n., revocation. — ME. rapel (F. rappel),

fr. OF., back formation fr. rapeler. See repeal,

V.

repeat, tr. and intr. v. — ME. repelen, fr. MF.
(= F.) repeter, fr. L. repetere, 'to go back, seek

again, revisit; to recommence, repeat', fr. re-

and petere, 'to seek; to ask'. See petition.

Derivatives: repeat, n., repeat-able, adj., repeat-

abil-ity, n., repeat-ed, adj., repeat-ed-ly, adv.,

repeat-er, n.

repel, tr. v., to drive back. — ME. repellen, fr. L.

repellere, 'to drive back, repulse', fr. re- (see re-)

.and pellere, 'to drive'. See pulse, 'throb', and cp.

appeal, repeal. Cp. also repulse, v.

repellent, adj.— L. repellens, -entis, pres. part, of
repellere. See prec. word and -ent.

Derivatives: repellent, n., repellent-ly, adv.

repent, intr. v., to feel penitence; tr. v., to be sorry

for.— ME. repenten, fr. OF. (= F.) (se) repentir,

fr. {se)pentir, fr. VL. *penitlre, corresponding to

L. paenitere, 'to cause to repent'. See penitent,

repent, adj., creeping, trailing (said of plants). —
L. repens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of repere, 'to

creep, crawl'. See reptile and -ent and cp. rep-

tant.

repentance, n. — ME. repentaunce, fr. MF.
repentance, fr. OF., fr. repentant, pres. part, of

(se) repentir. See repent, v., and -ce.

repentant, adj. — F., pres. part, of (se) repentir.

See repent, v., and -ant.

Derivative: repentant-ly, adv.

repeople, tr. v., to repopulate. — MF. repeupler,

fr. OF. repuepler, fr. re- (see re-) and puepler, 'to

people', fr. pueple, 'people'. See people,

repercussion, n., a driving back; reverberation.—
Lit. 'a beating back', fr. L. repercussid, gen.

-dnis, fr. repercussus, pp. of repercutere, 'to beat

back', fr. re- and percutere, 'to strike through'.

See percussion,

repercussive, adj., driving back; reverberating. —

?

ME. repercussif, fr. MF. (= F.) repercussif{fem.

repercussive), fr. L. repercussus, pp. of riper-

cutere. See prec. word and -ive.

Derivatives: repercussive-ly, adv., repercussive-

ness, n.

repertoire, n., a stock of plays, songs, etc. — F.

repertoire, fr. Late L. repertdrium. See next

word.

repertory, n., 1) a storehouse; 2) a repertoire. —
Late L. repertdrium, 'list, catalogue', fr. L. re-

pertus, pp. of reperire, 'to procure, find again,

find out, procure', fr. re- and parire, archaic

form of parere, 'to bring forth, produce'. See

parent and subst. suff. -ory.

repetend, n., a repeating decimal {math.) — L. re-

petendus, 'to be repeated', gerundive of repetere,

'to go back; to repeat'. See repeat. For Latin

gerundives or their derivatives used in English

cp. agenda and words there referred to.

repetition, n. — F. repetition, fr. L. repetltidnem,

ace. of repetitid, fr. repetUus, pp. of repetere. See

repeat and -ion.

Derivatives: repetition-al, adj., repetition-ary,

adj.

repetitious, adj. — Formed fr. L. repetitid (see

repetition) with suff. -ous.

Derivatives : repetitious-ly, adv., repetitious-ness,

n.

repetitive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. re-

petitus, pp. of repetere. See repeat.

Derivatives: repetitive-ly, adv., repetitive-ness,

n.

repine, intr. v., to fret; to grieve. — Formed fn

re- and pine, 'to grieve'.

Derivatives: repin-er, n., repin-ing-ly, adv.

repique, n., a scoring "^f 30 points in the game of

piquet before a card is played. — F. repic, back

formation fr. repiquer, 'to prick again', fr. MF.,
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fr. re- (see re-) and piquer, 'to prick'. See pique,

'scoring of 30 points'.

Derivative: repique, tr. and intr. v.

replace, tr. v. — Formed fr. re- and place.

Derivatives: replace-able, adj., replace-ment, n.

replenish, tr. v. — ME. replenisshen, replenissen,

fr. MF. repleniss-, pres. part, stem of replenir,

'to fill up', formed fr. re- and L. plenus, 'full'.

See full, adj., and verbal suff. -ish and cp. ple-

num, deplenish.

Derivatives: replenish-er, n., replenish-ment, n.

replete, adj., filled, stuffed. — ME. repleet, fr.

MF. (= F.) replet, fr. L. repletus, pp. of replere,

'to fill again', fr. re- and plenus, 'full'. See full,

adj., and cp. replum, complete, deplete.

repletion, n., surfeit; fullness. — ME. replecioun,

'surfeit', fr. OF. (= F.) ripUtion, of s.m., fr. Late

L. repletidnem, ace. of repletid, 'a filling up', fr.

repletus, pp. of replere. See prec. word and -ion.

replevin, n., recovery of goods wrongfully taken

{law). — AF. replevin, replevine, fr. replevir, 'to

to plege, protect, warrant'. See next word.

replevy, tr. v., to recover by replevin; intr. v., to

recover goods by replevin {law).— AF. replevir,

fr. OF., 'to protect, warrant', fr. re- (see re-)

eindplevir, 'to warrant, pledge', which is rel.

to plege,, 'pledge'. See pledge, n.

replica, n., facsimile, copy.— It., fr. replicare, 'to

duplicate', fr. L. replicdre. See next word.

replicate, tr. v., to answer to, reply. — Late L.

replicdtus, pp. of replicdre, 'to repeat, reply'. See

reply.

replicate, adj. and n. — Late L. replicdtus, pp. of

replicdre. See replicate, v.

replication, n. — ME. replicacioun, fr. MF. repli-

cation, 'repetition, reply', fr. L. replicdtid, 'a

folding or bending back', fr. replicdtus, pp. of

replicdre. See reply, v., and -ion.

replum, n., the central frame of the placenta from

which the valves fall away at maturity {bot.) —
L., 'a bolt for covering the commissure of the

folding door', for *repl-um, back formation fr.

replere, 'to fill again'. See replete.

reply, intr. and tr. v. — ME. replien, fr. MF. re-

plier, reploier, 'to fold back, bend back', fr. Late

L. replicdre, 'to repeat, reply', fr. L. replicdre, 'to

fold back, fold over', fr. re- andplicdre, 'to fold'.

Cp. F. repliquer, 'to reply', which has been re-

fashioned directly fr. Late L. replicdre. See ply,

'to bend', and cp. replicate.

Derivatives: repli-er, n., reply, n.

report, tr. and intr. v. — ME. reporten, fr. MF.
reporter (F. rapporter), fr. OF. reporter, raporter,

fr. L. reportdre, 'to carry back', fr. re- and por-

tare, 'to carry'. See port, 'to carry'.

Derivatives: report, n. (q.v.), report-able, adj.,

report-age, n., report-ed-ly, adv., reporter (q.v.)

report, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) report, fr. OF.
report, fr. reporter. See report, v.

reporter, n. — ME. reportour, fr. MF. reporteur,

fr. reporter. See report, v., and agential suff. -er.

repose, tr. v., to place. — ME. reposen, formed

on analogy of disposen fr. re- and F. poser, 'to

place'. See pose, 'to place', and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivative: repos-al, n.

repose, 1) tr. v., to lay at rest; 2) intr. v., to lie at

rest. — ME. reposen, fr. MF. (= F.) reposer, fr.

VL. repausdre, 'to rest, repose', fr. re- and L.

pausdre, 'to rest, pause'. See pause and pose, v.

repose, n., rest, peace.— MF. (= F.) repos, back

formation fr. reposer ; influenced in form by prec.

word (q.v.)

Derivatives: repos-ed, adj., repos-ed-ly, adv.,

repos-ed-ness, n., repose-ful, adj., repose-ful-ly,

adv., repose-ful-ness, n.

reposit, tr. v. — L. repositus, pp. of reponere, 'to

place back', fr. re- and pdnere, 'to put, place'.

See position and cp. words there referred to.

reposition, n. — Late L. repositid, gen. -dnis, fr.

L. repositus, pp. of reponere. See prec. word and

-ion.

repository, n., a place where things are reposited.

— L. repositdrium, 'storehouse', lit. 'place where

things may be placed', fr. repositus, pp. of re-

ponere. See reposit and subst. suff. -ory.

repossess, tr. v., to possess again. — Formed fr.

re- and possess.

Derivatives: repossess-ion, n., repossess-or, n.

repost, n. — A var. of riposte.

repost, n., to post (a letter, etc.) again.— Formed

fr. re- and the verb post, 'to send by post'. See

post, 'office for conveying letters'.

repousse, adj., formed in relief. — F., pp. of re-

pousser, 'to thrust back', fr. re- and pousser, 'to

push, thrust'. See push.

repp, n. — See 1st rep.

reprehend, tr. v., 1) to reprove; 2) to blame. —
ME. reprehenden, fr. L. reprehendere, 'to hold

back, take hold of, seize, restrain', fr. re- and

prehendere, 'to grasp, lay hold of. See prehen-

sile and cp. reprisal.

reprehensible, adj., worthy of reprehension. —
ME., fr. Late L. reprehensihilis, fr. L. reprehen-

sus, pp. of reprehendere. See prec. word and

-ible.

Derivatives: reprehensibil-ity, n., reprehensible-

ness, n., reprehensibl-y, adv.

reprehension, n., 1) reproof; 2) blame. — ME.re-

prehensioun, fr. L. reprehensid, gen. -dnis, fr. re-

prehensus, pp. of reprehendere. See reprehend

and -ion.

reprehensive, adj., serving to reprehend.— Form-

ed on the analogy of apprehensive, comprehen-

sive fr. L. reprehensus, pp. of reprehendere. See

reprehend and -ive.

Derivative: reprehensive-ly, adv.

represent, tr. v.— ME. representen, fr. OF. (= F.)

representer, fr. L. repraesentdre, fr. re- and

praesentdre, 'to present', lit. 'to place before';

see present, v. The verb represent was introduced

into English by Wycliffe.

Derivative: represent-able, adj.

re-present, tr. v., to present a second time. —



representation

Formed fr. re- and present, v. See prec.

word.

representation, n.— Late ME. represenlacyon, fr.

MF. (= F.) representation, fr. L. repraesenta-

tionem, ace. of repraesentatio, fr. repraesentdtus,

pp. of repraesentare. See represent and -ation.

Derivatives: representation-al, adj., representa-

tion-al-ly, adv., representation-ism, n.

representative, adj. — Late ME., fr. MF. (= F.)

representatlf, fr. ML. repraesentdtivus, fr. L. re-

praesentdtus, pp. of repraesentare. See represent

and -ative.

Derivatives: representative, n., representative-ly,

adv., representative-ness, n.

repress, tr. v. — ME. repressen, fr. L. repressus,

pp. ot reprimere, 'to press back', fr. re- and pre-

mere, 'to press'. See press, 'to squeeze', and cp.

reprimand.

Derivatives: repress-ed, adj., repress-ed-ly, adv.,

repress-er, n., repress-ive, adj., repress-ive-ly,

adv., repress-ive-ness, n.

repression, n. — ME. repressioun, fr. Late L. re-

pressio, gen. -o«i.5, fr. L. repressus, pp. of re^W-

mere. See prec. word and -ion.

reprieve, tr. v., to give a respite to. — A blend of

earlier repry, 'to take back', and ME. repreven,

'to reprove', which is a var. of reproven. Repry

derives fr. F. repris, pp. of reprendre, 'to take

back', fr. L. reprehendere, reprendere; see re-

prehend. For the etymology of ME. reproven see

reprove.

Derivatives: reprieve, n., repriev-er, n.

reprimand, n., a severe reproof. — F. reprimande,

fr. MF. reprimende, fr. L. reprimenda (scil. culpa),

'(fault) to be repressed, checked', fem. of repri-

mendus, gerundive oi reprimere, 'to press back'.

See repress. The spelling reprimande is due to

the influence of the verb mander, 'to summon'.

For other Latin gerundives or their derivatives

used in English cp. agenda and words there re-

ferred to.

reprimand, tr. v., to reprove severely. — F. repri-

mander, fr. reprimande. See reprimand, n.

Derivatives: reprimand-er, n., reprimand-ing,

adj., reprimand-ing-ly, adv.

reprint, tr. v., to print again. — Formed fr. re-

and print, v.

Derivatives: reprint, n., reprint-er, n.

reprisal, n., 1) seizure in retaliation; 2) an act of

retaliation. — ME. reprisail, fr. MF. reprisaille

(F. represaille), fr. ML. represdtia, fr. early It.

ripresaglia (It. rappresaglia), fr. riprendere, 'to

take back', fr. ri- (fr. L. re-) and prendere, 'to

take' (fr. L. prehendere, prendere). See re-, pre-

hensile and subst. suflf. -al and cp. reprehend,

reprise.

reprise, n., 1) (law) yearly deduction from charges

upon a manor or estate; 2) (mus.) repetition. —
ME., fr. MF. (= F.), 'a taking back', fr. OF.,

prop. fem. of repris, pp. fr. reprendre, '*o take

back', fr. L. reprehendere, reprendere. See re-

prehend and cp. prec. word.
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reproach, tr. v. — MF. (= F.) reprocher, fr. OF.

reprochier, fr. VL. *repropridre, 'to bring near

to', fr. re- and L. prope, 'near'. See approach

and cp. rapprochement.

reproach, n. — ME. reproche, fr. MF. (= F.) re-

proche, back formation fr. reprocher. See re-

proach, v.

Derivatives : reproachable (q.v.), reproach-er, n.,

reproach-ful,iidj.,reproach-ful-ly,ad\.,reproach-

ful-ness, n., reproach-ing-ly, adv.

reproachable, adj. — ME. reprochable, fr. OF.

(= F.) reprochable, fr. reprochier. See reproach,

v., and -able.

Derivatives: reproachable-ness, n., reproachabl-

y, adv.

reprobate, adj., depraved; unprincipled. — Late

L. reprobdtus, pp. of reprobdre, 'to reject, con-

demn', fr. re- and L. probdre, 'to try, test, exam-

ine'. See probate and cp. prove.

reprobate, tr. v., 1) to disapprove; 2) to reject. —
Late L. reprobdtus, pp. of reprobdre. See re-

probate, adj.

Derivatives: reprobat-ive, adj., reprobat-ive-ly,

adv.

reprobation, n., 1) disapproval; 2) rejection. —
ME. reprobacion, fr. Late L. reprobatio, gen.

-onis, 'rejection', fr. reprobdtus, pp. oireprobdre.

See reprobate, adj., and -ion.

reproduce, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. re- and

produce.

Derivatives: reproduc-er, n., reproduc-ibte, also

reproduce-able, adj.

reproduction, n.— Formed fr. re- and production.

reproductive, adj. — Formed fr. reproduce on

analogy of productive.

Derivatives: reproductive-ly, adv., reproductive-

ness, n., reproductiv-ity, n.

reproof, n. — ME. reprove, reprof, fr. MF. re-

preuve, fr. OF. reprueve, fr. reprover, 'to re-

prove'. See reprove and cp. proof.

reprovable, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F,) reprou-

vable, fr. reprouver. See next word and -able.

reprove, tr. v. — ME. reproven, fr. MF. reprover,

reprouver (F. reprouver), fr. Late L. reprobdre,

'to disapprove, reprobate, condemn', fr. re- and

L. probdre, 'to try, test, examine, approve'. See

prove and cp. reprieve.

Derivatives: reprov-er, n., reprov-ing-ly, adv.

reps, n. — A var. of 1st rep.

reptant, adj., creeping. — L. reptdns, gen. -amis,

pres. part, of reptdre, freq. of repere, 'to creep'.

See next word and -ant.

reptile, n. and adj. — ME. reptil, from the Late

L. noun reptile, prop. neut. of the adj. reptilis,

'creeping', fr. L. rept-(um), pp. stem of repere,

'to creep', which is cogn. with Lith. replidju,

replioti, 'to creep', Lett, rdpt, of s.m. L. repere

is prob. not related to serpere, 'to creep'. For

the ending see suff. -ile. Cp. repent, adj.

Derivatives: reptilian, adj. and n., reptili-ary,

adj., reptil-ism, n., replil-ity, n.

ReptiUa, n. pi., name of a class of vertebrates
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(zool.) — L., pi. of reptile, 'a reptile'. See reptile

and 2nd -ia.

reptiliferous, adj., 'bearing (fossils of) reptiles'.—
See reptile and -ferous.

reptiliform, adj., resembling reptiles. — See rep-

tile and -form.

reptilivorous, adj. — Lit. 'eating reptiles'. See

reptile and -vorous.

republic, n. — F. republique, fr. MF., fr. L. res

publico, respublica, 'state, commonwealth', lit.

'a public thing', fr. res, 'thing', and fem. of pu-

blicus, 'public'. See real, adj., and public.

Derivatives: republic-an, adj. and n., republic-

an-ism, n., republic-an-ize, tr. v.

republication, n. — Formed fr. re- and publica-

tion.

republish, tr. v., to publish again. — Formed fr.

re- and publish.

Derivative; republish-er, n.

repudiate, tr. v., 1) to cast off, disown; to divorce;

2) to reject. — L. repudidtus, pp. ofrepudidre, 'to

cast off, put away, divorce', fr. repudium, 'cast-

ing off, separation, dissolution of a marriage',

which is formed fr. re- and the stem of pudere,

'to feel shame'. See pudency and verbal suff.

-ate.

repudiation, n. — L. repudidtio, gen. -onis, 'a re-

jection', fr. repudidtus, pp. of repudidre. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivative: repudiation-ist, n.

repudiator, n. — Late L. repudidtor, 'rejector', fr.

L. repudidtus, pp. of repudidre. See repudiate and

agential suif. -or.

repugn, intr. and tr. v., to resist.— ME. repugnen,

fr. MF. repugner, 'to oppose, resist' (whence F.

repugner, 'to disgust'), fr. L. repHgndre, 'to fight

against', fr. re- and pUgndre, 'to fight'. See

pugnacious.

repugnance, repugnancy, n., 1) inconsistency; 2)

distaste, aversion. — ME. repugnaunce, fr. MF.
repugnance, 'opposition, resistance' (whence F.

repugnance, 'disgust'), fr. L. repHgnantia, 'op-

position, resistance', fr. repugndns, gen. -antis.

See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

repugnant, adj., 1) inconsistent; 2) distasteful. —
L. repugnans, gea. -antis, pres. pan.of repHgndre,

'to oppose, resist'. See repugn and -ant.

Derivative: repugnant-ly, adv.

repulse, tr. v., to drive back, repel. — L. repulsus,

pp. of repellere, 'to drive back'. See repel.

Derivatives: repulse (q.v.), repuls-er, n., repul-

sive (q.v.)

repulse, n., a driving back, repelling.— L. repulsa,

'refusal, denial', prop. fem. pp. of repellere, used

as a noun. See repulse, v.

repulsion, n. — MF. (= F.) repulsion, fr. Late L.

repulsid, gen. -onis, 'a repelling', fr. L. repulsus,

pp. of repellere. See repulse, v., and -ion.

repulsive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. re-

pulsus, pp. of repellere. See repulse, v. Cp. F. re-

pulsif, fem. repulsive.

Derivatives : repulsive-ly, adv., repulsive-ness, n.

repurchase, tr. v., to buy back again. — Formed

fr. re- and purchase.

Derivatives: repurchase, n., repurchas-er, n.

reputation, n.— ME. reputacioun, fr. L. reputdtid,

gen. -onis, 'a reckoning', fr. reputdtus, pp. of re-

putdre. See next word and -ation and cp. the sec-

ond element in demirep.

repute, tr. v., to consider.— ME. reputen, fr. MF.
reputer, fr. L. reputdre, 'to count over, reckon;

think over', fr. re- a.a.dputdre, 'to count, think'.

See putative and cp. rate, 'to scold', which is a

doublet of repute.

Derivatives: repute, n., reput-able, adj., reput-

abil-ity, n., reput-able-ness, n., reput-abl-y, adv.,

reput-ed, adj., reput-ed-ly, adv.

request, n. — ME. regueste, MF. requeste (F. re-

quite), fr. OF. requeste, fr. VL. *requaesita (cor-

responding to L. requlsita), fem. pp. of *requae-

rere. See require and cp. conquest, inquest.

request, tr. v. — MF. requester (F. requSter), fr.

OF. requester, fr. requeste. See request, n.

Derivative: request-er, n.

requiem, n., a mass for the repose of the soul of

the dead. — L., ace. sing, of requies, 'rest after

labor, relaxation', fr. re- and quies, 'rest' (see

quiet, n.) ; so called from the first word in the

Mass for the Dead.

requiescat, n., name of a prayer for the repose of

the dead. — L., the first word of the petition

requiescat in pace, 'may he (she) rest in peace'

;

requiescat is the subj. of requiescere, 'to rest',

fr. re- and quiescere, 'to rest'. See quiescent and

cp. next word.

require, tr. and intr. v.— ME. requeren, requiren,

fr. MF. requerre (1st pers. sing, requiers), fr. VL.

*re-quaerere, remodeled after L. quaerere, 'to

seek', and corresponding to L. reguirere, 'to seek

again, search for, look after', fr. re- and quae-

rere, 'to seek'. See query and cp. quest, question,

request, requisite.

Derivatives: requir-able, adj., require-ment, n.

requisite, adj. — ME., fr. L. requlsltus, pp. of re-

guirere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: requisite, n., requisite-ly, adv., re-

quisite-ness, n.

requisition, n. — OF. (= F.) requisition, fr. L. re-

quisitionem, ace. of requlsitio, 'a searching', fr,

requlsltus, pp. of requirere. See require and -ion.

Derivatives: requisition, tr. v., requisition-ary,

adj., requisition-ist , n.

requisitory, adj., containing, or conveying, a re-

quisition. — ME. requisitorie, fr. ML. requisi-

tdrius, fr. L. requlsltus, pp. of requirere. See re-

quire and adj. suff. -ory.

requite, tr. v., to repay. — Formed fr. re- and

quite, an earlier var. of quit (q.v.)

Derivatives: requit-able, adj., requit-al, n., re-

quite-ment, n., requit-er, n.

reredos, n., screen at the back of an altar. —
Aphetic for AF. areredos, which is compounded

of OF. arere (F. arriere), 'at the back', and dos,

'back'. The first element derives fr. VL. *ad re-



reremouse

tro, for L. retro, 'backward'; see arrear. The

second element comes fr. VL. dossum, fr. L.

dorsum. See dorsal.

reremouse, also rearmouse, n., a bat (now dial.)—
OE. hreremus, appar. fr. hreran, 'to move, stir,

shake', and rnCis, 'mouse' (see rare, 'undone',

and mouse) ; so called from the flapping of the

wings.

res, n., thing, matter, cause, esp. used in legal

phrases. — L. res, whence Late L. redlis, 'per-

taining to a thing'. See real, adj., and cp. words

there referred to.

rescind, tr. v., to annul. — L. rescindere, 'to cut

off, tear off, abolish', fr. re- and scindere, 'to

cut, split'. See shed, v., and cp. scissile, abscind,

absciss.

Derivatives: rescind-er, n., rescind-ible, adj.

rescission, n., annulment. — Late L. rescissio,

gen. -onis, fr. L. rescissus, pp. of rescindere. See

prec. word and -ion. Cp. recision.

rescissory, adj., rescinding. — Late L. rescisso-

rius, fr. L. rescissus, pp. of rescindere. See re-

scind and adj. suff. -cry.

rescript, n. — L. rescriptum, 'written reply of the

Emperor", prop. neut. pp. of rescribere, 'to

write back in reply', used as a noun, fr. re- and

scrlbere, 'to write'. See scribe and cp. script.

Derivatives : rescript-ive, adj., rescript-i\e-ly,a.d\.

rescription, n.— Late L. rescrlptio (perh. through

the medium of MF. (= F.) rescription), fr. L.

rescriptus, pp. of rescribere. See prec. word and

-ion.

rescue, tr. v. — ME. rescouen, rescowen, fr. MF.
rescourre, fr. OF., fr. ML. rescutere, contrac-

tion of L. re- (see re-) and excutere, 'to shake

off, drive away', fr. ex and quatere, 'to shake'.

Cp. It. riscuotere, which is of the same origin

and meaning as OF. rescourre. See quash, 'to

annul', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: rescue, n. (q.v.), rescu-able, adj.,

rescu-er, n.

rescue, n. — ME. rescoue, rescowe, fr. rescouen,

rescowen. See rescue, v.

research, n. — MF. recerche (whence, with as-

similation, F, recherche), back formation fr.

recercher. See next word.

research, intr. v. — MF. recercher (F. recher-

cher), fr. re- (see re-) and cercher. See search and

cp. prec. word. Cp. also recherche.

Derivatives: research-er, n., research-ful, adj.

reseau, n., a network.— F. reseau, var. of archaic

reseuil, fr. L. retiolus, 'a little net', dimin. oi re-

tis, a collateral form oirete, 'net'. (F. rets, 'net',

prob. derives fr. L. retes, pi. of retis, 'net'. The

/ in rets is due to 'etymological spelling'.) Cp.

Sp. redecilla, dimin. of red, 'a net', which de-

rives fr. L. retis. See retiary.

resect, tr. v.— L. resectus, pp. oi resecdre, 'to cut

off', fr. re- and secure, 'to cut'. See section,

resection, n. — L. resectio, gen. -onis, 'a cutting

off', fr. resectus, pp. of resecdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

Derivative; resection-al, adj.

Reseda, n., 1) a genus of plants (hot.); 2) {not

cap.) the color of the mignonette flower. — L.,

name of a plant, fr. Reseda, first word in the

magic formula Reseda morbos, reseda ('Assuage

diseases, assuage'). The flower was applied to

reduce tumors (see Pliny, Hist. Nat. 27, 131).

On such occasions the above formula was used.

L. reseda is the imper. of reseddre, 'to allay, as-

suage, heal', fr. re- and seddre, 'to make calm,

to allay', lit. 'to cause to settle down', causative

of sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary.

Resedaceae, n. pi., the mignonette family (io?.)

— ModL., formed fr. Reseda with suff. -aceae.

resedaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

resemblance, n. — Late ME., fr. AF., fr. OF. re-

semhlant, pres. part, of resembler. See next word

and -ce.

resemblant, adj. — ME., fr. MF., pres. part of

resembler. See next word and -ant.

resemble, tr. v. — ME. resemblen, fr. OF. re-

sembler (F. ressembler), fr. OF., fr. re- (see re-)

and sembler, 'to seem, be like', fr. L. simuldre,

'to make like, imitate', fr. similis, 'like; similar'.

See similar and cp. simulate, assemble, dissemble.

Derivative: resembl-er, n.

resent, tr. v. — F. ressentir (esp. in the phrase se

ressentir de, 'to be fully sensible of) fr. re- (sec

re-) and sentir, 'to feel', fr. L. sentire. See sense

and cp. sentient, sentence.

Derivatives: resent-ful, adj., resent-ful-ly, adv.,

resent-ful-ness, n., resentment (q.v.)

resentment, n. — F. ressentiment, fr. ressentir.

See prec. word and -ment.

reservation, n. — ME. reservacioun, fr. MF. (=
F.) reservation, fr. Late L. reservdtionem, ace. of

reservdiio, fr. L. reservdtus, pp. of reservdre. See

next word and -ation.

Derivative: reservation-ist, n.

reserve, tr. v. — ME. reserven, fr. MF. (= F.)

reserver, fr. L. reservdre, 'to keep back, save up,

reserve', fr. re- and servdre, 'to save, deliver,

preserve, protect'. See conserve.

Derivatives: reserve, n. (q.v.), reserv-ed, adj.,

reserv-ed-ly, adv., reserv-er, n.

reserve, n. — F. reserve, fr. MF., back formation

fr. reserver. See reserve, v.

reservist, n. — F. reserviste, formed fr. reserve

with suff. -iste. See reserve, v., and -ist.

reservoir, n. — F. reservoir, fr. MF., fr. reserver.

See reserve, v.

reset, tr. v., to receive stolen goods (Scot. law).

— ME. recetten, resetten, fr. OF. receter, 'to

receive', fr. Late L. receptdre, freq. formed fr. L.

recipere (pp. receptus), 'to receive'. See receive,

reset, n., the receiving of stolen goods. — ME.

recet, reset, fr. OF. recet, back formation fr.

receter. See prec. word.

re-set, tr. v., to set again. — Formed fr. re- and

set, V.

res gestae, things done; deeds. — L. res gestae,

pi. of res gesta, fr. res, 'a thing', and fem. pp. of

gerere, 'to bear, carry'. See res, real, adj., and

gest and cp. register.

resh, n., name of the 20th letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. — Mishnaic Heb. resh, lit. 'head', rel.

to Aram, resh, Heb. rosh, of s.m; so called in

allusion to '(he ancient Hebrew form of this

letter. See Bereshith and cp. words there referred

to.

reship, tr. v., to ship again. — Formed fr. re- and

ship, V. See ship.

Derivative : reship-ment, n.

reside, intr. v. — ME. residen, fr. L. residere, 'to

sit back, remain sitting, abide, reside', fr. re-

and sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary and cp. words

there referred to. For the change of Latin e (in

sedere) to ( (in re-sidere) see abstinent and cp.

words there referred to.

residence, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) residence, fr.

Late L. residentia, fr. L. residens, gen. -entis.

See resident and -cy.

residency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

resident, adj. and n. — Late ME., fr. L. residens,

gen. -entis (whence also F. resident), pres. part,

of residere. See reside and -ent.

Derivatives: /eiWc'«/-(a/, adj., residentiary (ci.\^),

resident-ship, n.

residentiary, adj., residing; resident. — ML. resi-

dentidrius, fr. Late L. residentia. See residence

and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative: residentiary, n.

residue, n., a remainder. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.)

residu, fr. L. residuum, neut. of residuus, 'that

which is left behind', fr. residere, 'to sit back; to

remain behind'. See reside and cp. next word.

Derivatives: residu-al, adj. and n., residu-ary,

adj. and n., residu-ation, n.

residuum, n., a remainder.— L., neut. ofresiduus.

See prec. word.

resign, tr. and intr. v. — ME. resignen, fr. MF.
(= F.) resigner, fr. L. resigndre, 'to break the

seal off, annul, cancel, resign', fr. re- and signdre,

'to mark, sign'. See sign, v., and n.

Derivatives: resignation (q.v.), resign-ed, adj.,

resign-ed-ly, adv., resign-ed-ness, n., resign-ee,

n., resign-er, n.

re-sign, tr. v., to sign again. — Formed fr. re- and

sign, v.

resignation, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) resigna-

tion, fr. ML. resignatidnem, ace. of resigndtid,

fr. L. resigndtus, pp. of resigndre. See resign and

-ation.

resUe, intr. v., to spring back; to recoil. — MF.
resilir, 'to withdraw from an agreement'

(whence, with change of conjugation, F. resilier,

'to annul, cancel'), fr. L. resilire, 'to leap back,

spring back, rebound', fr. re- and satire, 'to

leap, spring'. See salient and cp. result. For the

change of Latin a (in sdlire) to I (in re-slllre) see

abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

resilience, resiliency, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

resilient, adj., elastic. — Lit. 'springing back', fr.

L. resiliens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of resilire.

See resile and -ent and cp. consilient, transilient.

resiliometer, n., an instrument for measuring

resilience. — A hybrid coined fr. L. resilire and

Gk. [x^-rpov, 'measure'. See prec. word and

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

resin, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) resine, fr. L.

resina, fr. Gk. pTjTTvT), 'resin of the pine'. Cp.

L. rasis, 'a kind of raw pitch', prob. derived fr.

Gk. *paCTL(;, which is rel. to pviTivT]. Cp. also

rosin.

Derivatives: resinaceous (q.v.), resin-ate, n.

(chem.), resin-ate, tr. v., resin-er, n., resin-ic,

adj., resin-ize, tr. v., resinous (q.v.), resin-y, adj.

resinaceous, adj., resinous. — L. resindceus, fr.

resina. See resin and -aceous.

resini-, combining form meaning 'resin'. — See

resin.

resiniferous, adj., yielding resin. — Compounded
of resini- and -fcrous.

resinification, n. — F. resinification, fr. resinifier.

See next word and -ation.

resinify, 1) tr. v., to convert into resin; 2) intr. v.,

to be converted into resin. — F. resinifier, fr.

resine. See resin and -fy.

resino-, combining form meaning 'resinous and'.

— See resin.

resinous, adj. — L. resinosus, fr. resina. See resin

and -ous.

rcsipiscence, n., change of mind for the better. —
L. resipiscentia, fr. resipiscens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of resipiscere, 'to recover one's senses',

lit. 'to be wise again', fr. re- and inchoative of

sapere, 'to be wise'. See sapient. For the change

of Latin a (in sapere) to i (in re-slpiscere) see

abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

resipiscent, adj. (rare). — L. resipiscens, gen.

-entis. See prec. word and -ent.

resist, tr. and intr. v.— ME. resisten, fr. MF. (=
F.) resister, fr. L. resistere, 'to stand back, re-

main, withstand, resist', fr. re- and sistere, 'to

cause to stand still, to place; to stand still,

stand', from the reduplicated base of stdre, 'to

stand'. See assist and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : resist, n., resistance (q.v.), resistant

(q.v.), resist-er, n., resist-ful, adj., resistible

(q.v.), resist-ive, adj., resistless (q.v.)

resistance, n. — ME. resistence, fr. MF. (= F.)

resistance fr. Late L. resistentia, fr. L. resistens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of resistere. See prec.

word and -ance.

resistant, adj. — F. resistant, pres. part, of resis-

ter. See resist and -ant.

resistible, adj. — Formed fr. resist with suff.

-ible. Cp. F. resistible.

Derivatives: resistibil-ity, n., resistible-ness, n.,

resistibl-y, adv.

resistless, adj. — Formed fr. resist, v., with suff.

-less; first used by the English poet and drama-

tist Christopher Marlowe (1564-93).

Derivatives: resistless-ly, adv., resistless-ness, n.



resistor

resistor, n., a device used to provide resistance

(electr.)— Coined fr. resist and agential suflf. -or.

resoluble, adj. — Late L. resoliibilis, 'resoluble',

rel. to L. resolvere (pp. resolutus), 'to loosen'.

See resolve and cp. soluble, resolvable.

Derivatives: resolubil-ity, n., resoluble-ness, n.

resolute, adj. — L. resolutus, pp. of resolvere, 'to

loosen, separate'. See resolve and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: resolute-ly, adv., resolute-ness, n.

resolution, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) resolution,

fr. L. resolutionem, ace. of resolittio, 'an unbind-

ing, loosening, separating, making void, resolu-

tion', fr. resolutus, pp. of resolvere. See resolve

and cp. solution.

Derivatives: resolution-er, n., resolution-ist, n.

resolutory, adj., resolutive.— Late L. resolutorius

fr. L. resolutus, pp. of resolvere. See resolute

and adj. suff. -ory.

resolutive, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) resolutif

(fem. resolutive), fr. L. resolutus, pp. of resol-

vere. See resolute and -ive.

resolve, tr. and intr. v. — L. resolvere, 'to loosen,

unfasten, disclose, solve', fr. re- and solvere. See

solve and cp. absolve, dissolve.

Derivatives: resolve, n., resolv-able, adj., resolv-

able-ness, a., resolv-abil-ity, n., resolv-ed, adj.,

resolv-ed-ly, adv., resolv-ed-ness, n., resolvent

(q.v.), resolv-er, n.

resolvent, adj. and n. — L. resolvens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of resolvere. See prec. word and -ent.

resonance, n. — MF. {= F.) resonance, fr. L.

resonantia, 'echo', fr. resondns, gen. -antis. See

next word and -ce.

resonant, adj. — L. resondns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of resondre, 'to resound', fr. re- and sondre,

'to sound'. See sonant and cp. resound.

Derivatives: resonant, n., resonant-ly, adv.

resonator, n. — ModL. resonator, fr. L. resondtus,

pp. of resondre. See prec. word and agential

suflf. -or.

resorb, tr. v., to absorb again. — L. resorbere, 'to

suck back', fr. re- and sorbere, 'to suck'. See

absorb and cp. resorption,

resorbence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

resorbent, adj. — L. resorbens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of resorbere. See resorb and -ent.

resorcin, n., resorcinol. — See next word.

resorcinol, also resorcin, n., a colorless crystalline

compound C,H,(OH)j (chem.) — The word

resorcin was coined by its discoverers, Hein.

Hlasiwetz, Bohemian-Austr. chemist (1825-75),

and Barth in 1864 fr. resin and orcin. The suff.

-ol (see 1st -ol) was added later to the word in

allusion to the phenolic nature.

resorption, n. — Formed with suff. -ion fr. L.

resorptus, pp. of resorbere. See resorb.

resort, intr. v. — ME. resorten, fr. OF. resortir

(F. ressortir), 'to go out, to flee', fr. re- (see re-)

and sortir, 'to go out'. See sortie,

resort, n.— ME., fr. MF. resort, back formation

fr. resortir. See prec. word.

re-sort, tr. v., to sort over again. — Formed fr.

re- and sort, v.

resound, intr. and tr. v. — ME. resounen, fr. MF.

resoner, resonner (F. resonner), fr. L. resondre.

See resonant.

Derivatives: resound-er, n., resound-ing, adj.,

resound-ing-ly, adv.

resource, n. — F. ressource, fr. OF. resource, fr.

resourdre, 'to rise again', fr. L. resurgere, of

s.m., fr. re- and surgere, 'to rise'. See source and

cp. resurge.

Derivatives: resource-ful, adj., resource-ful-ly,

adv., resource-ful-ness, n., resource-less, adj.,

resource-less-ly, adv., resource-less-ness, n.

respect, tr. v. — L. respectus, pp. of respicere, 'to

look back, look about', fr. re- and specere, spi-

cere, 'to look at'. See species and cp. aspect and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: respect-able, adj., respectabil-ity,

n., respect-able-ness, n., respect-abl-y, adv., res-

pect-er, n., respect-ing, prep., respective (q.v.)

respect, n. — L. respectus, 'a looking back, look-

ing about, regard, respect', fr. respectus, pp. of

respicere, 'to look about'. See respect, v., and

cp. respite, which is a doublet of respect.

Derivatives : respect-ful, a.Ai.,respect-ful-ly, adv.,

respect-ful-ness, n., respect-less, adj., respect-

less-ly, adv.,

respective, adj. — Late L. respectivus (whence

also F. respectif), fr. L. respectus, pp. of re-

spicere. See respect, v., and -ive.

Derivatives: respective-ly, adv., respective-ness,

n.

respirable, adj. — F., fr. respirer. See respire and

-able.

Derivatives: respirabil-ity, n., respirable-ness, n.

respiration, n. — ME. respiracioun, fr. L. respi-

rdtid, gen. -dnis, 'breathing, respiration', fr.

resplrdtus, pp. of respirdre. See respire and

-ation.

Derivative: respiration-al, adj.

respirator, n.— Formed with agential suff. -or fr.

L. resplrdtus, pp. of respirdre. See respire,

respiratory, adj., pertaining to, or serving for,

respiration. — Late L. respirdtdrius, fr. L.

resplrdtus, pp. of respirdre. See next word and

adj. suff. -ory.

respire, intr. and tr. v. — ME. respiren, fr. MF.

(= F.) respirer, fr. L. respirdre, 'to breathe out,

breathe, recover breath, recover', fr. re- and

spirare, 'to breathe'. See spirit and cp. words

there referred to.

respite, n. — ME. respit, fr. OF. respit (F. re'pit),

fr. L. respectus, 'a looking back, looking about,

regard, respect'. See respect, n.

Derivative: respite-less, adj.

respite, tr. v. — ME. respiten, fr. MF. respiter, fr.

L. respectdre, 'to look eagerly back', freq. of

respicere (pp. respectus). See respect, v.

resplend, intr. v., to shine brightly. — ME. re-

splenden, fr. L. resplendere, 'to shine back', fr.

re- and splendere, 'to shine'. See splendent.

133i restitute

resplendence, resplendency, n. — Late L. resplen-

dentia, 'splendor, resplendence', fr. L. resplen-

dens, gen. -entis. See prec. word and -ce, resp.

-cy.

resplendent, adj. — L. resplendens, -entis, pres.

part, of resplendere, 'to shine'. See resplend and

cp. splendent.

Derivative: resplendent-ly, adv.

respond, intr. v. — MF. respondre (F. repondre),

fr. VL. respondere (3rd conjugation), corre-

sponding to L. respondere (2nd conjugation), 'to

promise in return, offer or present in return ; to

answer, reply', fr. re- and spondere, 'to promise'

;

see sponsion and cp. correspond. Cp. also riposte.

For a similar change ofconjugation cp. summon.

Derivatives: respond, n., respondence (q.v.), res-

pondent (q.v.), respond-er, n.

respondence, respondency, n. — Obsol. F. respon-

dence, fr. OF. respondre. See prec. word and

-ce, resp. -cy.

respondent, adj. and n. — L. respondens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of respondere. See respond and

-ent and cp. correspondent.

response, n. — ME. respounse, fr. MF. respons

or its derivative response (whence F. repons,

resp., reponse), fr. L. respdnsum, 'an answer,

reply, response', neut. pp. of respondere. See

respond.

responsible, adj. — Obsol. F. (F. responsable), fr.

L. rcspdnsus, pp. of respondere. See respond and

-ibie.

Derivatives: responsibil-ity, n., responsible-ness,

n., responsibl-y, adv.

responsions, n. pi., the first of the three examina-

tions to be passed by a candidate for the B.A.

degree at Oxford University. — ME., fr. L.

respdnsid, gen. -dnis, 'an answer, reply', fr.

respdnsus, pp. of respondere. See respond and

-ion.

responsive, adj. — Either fr. MF. (= F.) respon-

sif (fem. responsive), or directly fr. Late L.

respdnsivus, fr. L. respdnsus, pp. of respondere.

See respond and -ive and cp. corresponsive.

Derivatives: responsive-ly, adv., responsive-ness,

n.

responsory, n., liturgical response. — ME., fr.

Late L. responsoria, 'responses', neut. pi. form-

ed fr. L. respdnsus, pp. of respondere. See respond

and subst. suff. -ory.

res publica, commonwealth .
— L. See republic.

ressala, risala, n., a troop of native cavalry in

India.— Pers. risdld, 'a troop', fr. Arab, risala'',

'a mission', fr. drsala (base r-s-l), 'he sent". Cp.

next word.

ressaldar, risaldar, n., a native commander of a

ressala. — Hind, risdlddr, fr. risdld, 'a troop'

(see prec. word), and Pers. suff. -ddr, 'holder'.

For the etymology and use of this suff. see

aumildar and cp. words there referred to.

rest, n., repose, quiet. — ME. reste, fr. OE. rest,

rsest, 'rest, resting-place ; bed, grave', rel. to OS.

rasta, 'resting-place, grave', ON. rdst, 'distance.

journey, mile', Goth, rasta, 'mile', OHG. rasta,

MHG. raste, rast, G. Rast, 'rest, peace', fr.

Teut. base *ras-, 'to rest, remain, dwell', whence
also Goth, razn, ON. rann, 'house', OE. rsesn,

'plank; ceiling', lern, 'house' ; fr. I.-E. base *ere-,

*re, 'to rest', whence also OE. row, ON. rd,

MDu. roe, OHG. ruowa (MHG. ruowe, rdwe,

G. Ruhe), 'rest', Avestic airime, 'quietly', Gk.
epoir], 'rest', eptoEiv, 'to draw back from, rest

from', W. araf, 'quiet, mild, slow'. Cp. the first

element in ransack and the second element in

barn and in saltern.

Derivatives: rest, v. (q.v.), rest-ful, adj., rest-

ful-ly, adv., rest-ful-ness, n., rest-less, adj., rest-

less-ty, adv., rest-less-ness, n.

rest, intr. v., to repose; tr. v., to give rest to. —
ME. resten, fr. OE. rxstan, restan, rel. to OHG.
rastdn, MHG., G. rasten, 'to rest', and to OE.
rest, rsest, 'rest'. See prec. word.

Derivatives : rest-ed, adj., rest-ing, adj., rest-ing-

ly, adv.

rest, intr. v., to remain. — ME. resten, fr. OF.
(= F.) rester, 'to remain', fr. L. restdre, 'to

stand still, remain', lit. 'to stand back', fr. re-

and stdre, 'to stand'. See state and cp. arrest,

restive, poste restante.

rest, n., remainder. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) reste,

back formation fr. rester, 'to remain'. See prec.

word.

rest, n., support for a lance on medieval armor.

— Aphetic for arrest.

restate, tr. v., to state again. — Formed fr. re-

and state, v. See state.

Derivative: restate-ment, n.

restaurant, n. — F. — Boulanger opened the

first restaurant in Paris (Rue des Poulies) in

1765 and wrote over the entrance the Latin

words Venite ad me omnes qui stomacho tabora-

tis et ego vos restaurabo ('Come to me ye all that

suffer from the stomach and 1 will restore you').

The name restaurant was coined in reference to

the word restaurabo in the above Latin sentence.

Formally, F. restaurant is pres. part, of restau-

rer, 'to restore". See restore and -ant.

restaurateur, n., the keeper of a restaurant. — F.,

formed fr. Late L. restaurdtorem, ace. of restau-

rdtor, 'restorer', fr. L. restaurdtus, pp. of restau-

rdre, 'to restore'. See restore and agential suff. -or.

restiform, adj., ropelike, cordlike (anat.) — Lit.

'rope-shaped", fr. Medical L. restiformis, a word
coined by H. Ridley fr. L. reslis, 'rope, cord',

and forma, 'form, shape'. L. restis stands for

*rezgtis and is cogn. with Lith. rezgis, 'basket,

wickerwork', Ol. rdjjuh, 'rope, cord', and pos-

sibly also with OE. rise, rysc, 'rush'. See rush,

'aquatic herb". For the second element see form,

n.

restitute, tr. v. — L. restitdtus, pp. of restituere,

'to restore', fr. re- and staluere, 'to set up'. See

statute. For the change of Latin a (in stdtuere)

to I (in re-stituere) see abigeat and cp. words
there referred to.



restitution

restitution, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. resti-

tutionem, ace. of restitutio, 'restoration', fr. res-

titutus, pp. of restituere. See prec. word and

-ion.

restitutory, adj., pertaining to restitution. —
Late L. restitutorius, fr. L. restitutiis, pp. of res-

tituere. See restitute and adj. suflf. -ory.

restive, adj., 1) refusing to go forward; hence 2)

stubborn, obstinate. — ME. restif, restife, fr.

OF. restif (ttm. restive) (whence F. retif, resp.

retive), fr. VL. *restivus, fr. L. restore, 'to stand

still; to withstand, resist'. See rest, 'to remain',

and -ive.

Derivatives: restive-ly, adv., restive-ness, n.

restoration, n. — ME. restauracion, fr. OF. (
=

F.) restauration, fr. Late L. restaurdtionem, ace.

oi restaurdtio, fr. L. restaurdtus, pp. of restaurd-

re. See restore and -ation.

Derivatives: restoration-er, n., restoration-ism,

n., restoration-ist, n.

restorative, adj. — ME. restoratif, fr. earlier res-

taurif, fr. MF. (= F.) restauratif (fem. restaura-

tive), fr. restaurer. See restore and -ive.

Derivatives: restorative-ly, adv., restorative-

ness, n.

restore, tr. v. — ME. restoren, fr. OF. restorer,

fr. L. restaurdre, 'to restore, repair, rebuild',

formed fr. re- and -staurdre (found only in

compounds), which is prob. cogn. with Gk.

OTaupo;, 'pale, stake, pole', ON. staurr, of s.m.,

ON. styri, OE. steor, 'rudder, helm', steoran, 'to

steer, guide'. Accordingly the orig. meaning of

restaurdre prob. was 'to attach again to a stake,

to fasten again'. See steer, 'to direct', and cp.

store, V. and n., instauration.

Derivatives: restor-able, adj., restor-er, n.

restrain, tr. v., 1) to hold back; 2) to limit, con-

fine. — ME. restreynen, fr. OF. restraindre, res-

treindre (F. restreindre), fr. L. restringere, 'to

bind back, tighten', fr. re- and stringere, 'to

draw tight ; to draw, bind or press together'. See

stringent and cp. restrict.

Derivatives: restrain-ed, adj., restrain-ed-ly,

adv., restrain-ed-ness, n., restrain-er, n., res-

train-ing-ly, adv.

re-strain, tr. v., to strain again. — Formed fr. re-

and strain,

restraint, n. — ME., fr. MF. restrainle, prop,

fem. pp. o( restraindre, used as a noun. See res-

train,

restrict, v., to limit, confine. — L. reslrictus, pp.

of restringere. See restrain.

Derivatives: restrict-ed, adj., reslrict-ed-ly, adv.,

restrict-ed-ness, n., restriction (q.v.), restrictive

(q-v.)

restriction, n. — ME. restriccioun, fr. Late L.

restrictionem, ace. of restrictid, fr. L. restrictus,

pp. of restringere. See prec word and -ion.

Derivative; restriction-ist, n.

restrictive, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) restrictif

(fem. restrictive), fr. L. restrictus, pp. of re-

stringere. See restrict and -ive.
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Derivatives: restrictive-ly, adv., restrictive-

ness, n.

result, intr. v. — ME. resulten, fr. ML. resultdre,

'to result', fr. L. resultdre, 'to leap back, spring

back, rebound', which stands for *re-saltdre

and is freq. of resilire, 'to leap back, spring

back, rebound'. See resile and cp. saltant. For

the change of Latin a (in sdllre and in its freq.

sdltdre) to h (in re-siiltdre) see desultory and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: result, n., resultance (q.v.), resul-

tant (q.v.), result-ful, adj., result-ing-ly, adv.,

result-less, adj.

resultance, resultancy, n. — Formed from next

word with suflf. -ce, resp. -cy.

resultant, adj., eff'ective. — ML. resultdns, gen.

-amis, pres. part, of resultdre. See result and

-ant.

Derivative: resultant, n.

resume, tr. v., to take up again, begin again; intr.

v., to begin again. — ME. resumen, fr. MF. (=

F.) resumer, fr. L. resumere, 'to take up again',

fr. re- and sumere, 'to take up'. See assume and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: resum-er, n.

resume, n., summary.— F., prop. pp. of resumer,

'to resume'. See resume,

resumption, n., act of resuming. — ME. resump-

cioun, possibly through the medium of MF. (
=

F.) resumption, fr. L. resiimptio, gen. -dnis, 'a

taking up again', fr. resUmptus, pp. of resHmere.

See resume and -ion and cp. sumption and words

there referred to.

resumptive, adj., resuming. — Formed with suff.

-ive fr. L. resUmptus, pp. ofresUmere. See resume.

Derivative: resumptive-ly, adv.

resupinate, adj., inverted (bot.) — L. resupindtus,

'turned back, bent back', pp. of resupindre, 'to

turn back, bend back", fr. supinus, 'backward'.

See supine and adj. suflF. -ate.

resupination, n., inverted position {bot.)— Form-

ed with suff'. -ion fr. L. resupindtus, pp. of

resupindre. See prec. word.

resurge, intr. v., to rise again, revive. — L. resur-

gere, 'to rise again', fr. re- and surgere, 'to rise".

See surge, 'to rise', and cp. resource,

resurgence, n., revival. — Formed from next

word with suflf. -ce.

resurgent, adj., revived, renewed. — L. resurgens,

gen. -enlis, pres. part, of resurgere. See resurge

and -ent and cp. surgent.

resurrect, 1) tr. v., to raise from the dead; 2) intr.

v., to rise from the dead. — Back formation fr,

resurrection. The correct form is resurge, which,

however, is intransitive only, whereas the verb

resurrect can be used both as transitive and

intransitive verb.

Derivatives : resurrect-or, n., resurrect-ive, adj.

resurrection, n. — ME. resur{r)ectioun, fr. Late

L. resurrectionem, ace. of resurrectid, 'a rising

again from the dead", fr. resurrect(um), pp. stem

of resurgere. See resurge and -ion.

133/ reticulose

Derivatives: resurrection-al, adj., resurrection-

ary, adj., resurrection-ize, tr. v.

resurrectionism, n., body snatching. — Formed
from prec. word with suflf. -ism.

resurrectionist, n., body snatcher. — Formed fr.

resurrection with suflf. -ist.

resuscitate, 1) tr. v., to restore to life; 2) intr. v.,

to return to life. — L. resuscitdtus, pp. of resus-

citdre, 'to rouse again, revive', fr. re- and susci-

tare, 'to raise up', which is a compound of sub-

and citdre, 'to put into quick motion'. See cite.

Derivatives: resuscitation (q.v.), resuscitat-ive,

adj., resuscitat-or, n.

resuscitation, n., the act of resuscitating. — Late

L. resuscitatio, gen. -onis, fr. L. resuscitdtus, pp.

of resuscitdre. See prec. word and -ion.

ret, also rate, tr. v., to soak; intr. v., to rot. —
ME. reten, 'to soak', fr. MDu (= Du.) roten,

'to ret', which are rel. to OE. rotian, 'to rot'.

See rot.

retable, n., a shelf behind an altar. — F. retable,

fr. Sp. retablo, fr. ML. retrotabulum, which is

compounded of L. retro, backward, back, be-

hind', and tabula, 'table'. See retro- and table.

retail, n. — ME., fr. MF. retaille, retail (F. re-

taille), 'a piece cut oflf', fr. OF. retaille, retail, of

s.m., back formation fr. OF. retaillier (F. re-

tainer), 'to cut oflf', fr. re- and taillier (F. tailler),

'to cut'. See tailor and cp. detail.

Derivatives: retail, tr. and intr. v., retail-er, n.,

retail-ment, n.

retain, tr. v. — ME. reteinen, retainen, fr. MF. (

=

F.) retenir, fr. OF., fr. VL. *re-temre, for L.

retinere, 'to hold back, retain', which is formed

fr. re- and tenere, 'to hold, keep'. See tenable,

and cp. retention, retinaculum, retinue, rein. Cp.

also abstain and words there referred to.

Derivatives: retain-able, adj., relain-er, n., re-

tain-ment, n.

retainer, n., the act of a client by which he retains

the services of a lawyer (law). — ME. reteiner,

fr. MF. retenir, fr. OF., 'to retain', infin. used as

a noun; see retain. For the subst. use of infini-

tives in law terms cp. attainder and words there

referred to.

retaliate, tr. and intr. v., to return like for like,

repay. — L. retalidtus, pp. of retdlidre, 'to re-

taliate', fr. re- and tdlis, 'such'. See talion and
verbal suflf. -ate.

Derivatives: retaliat-ion, n., retaliat-ion-ist, n.,

retaliat-ive, adj., retaliat-or, n., retaliat-ory, adj.

retama, n., genista. — ModL., fr. Sp. retama, fr.

Arab, rdtama , in vulgar pronunciation retama,

'a shrub of the genus Genista', nomen unitatis

(= noun of individuality), fr. rdtam, 'the genus

Genista, the broom plant', which is rel. to Heb.

rdthem, Aram. (Targum) rathmd, rithmd,

'broom plant'.

retard, v. — Either fr. F. retarder or directly fr.

L. retardare, 'to keep back, hinder, delay', fr.

re- and tardare, 'to make slow, hinder', fr. tar-

dus, 'slow'. See tardy and cp. rltardando.

Derivatives: retard, n. (q.v.), retard-ation, n.,

retard-ative, adj., retard-at-ory, adj., retard-er,

n., retard-ment, n.

retard, n. — F., back formation fr. retarder. See

retard, v.

retch, intr. v., to make an effort to vomit.— ME.
*rechen, fr. OE. hrScan, 'to clear the throat,

spit', rel. to OE. hrdca, 'expectoration, spittle',

ON. hrdki, 'spittle', OHG. rdhhison, 'to clear

one's throat', and cogn. with Lith. kregeti, 'to

grunt', krogiii, 'I rattle'.

Derivative: retch, n.

rete, n., network (anat.) — L. rete, 'net'. See re-

tiary.

retene, n. , a hydrocarbon, Cj^Hj^, (chem.)—Form-

ed fr. Gk. ^r)T(Tv7]), 'resin' (see resin), with

suflf. -ene.

retention, n. — ME. retencioun, fr. L. retentid,

gen. -dnis, 'a holding back, retention', fr. reten-

tus, pp. of retinere. See retain and -ion.

retentive, adj. — ME. retentif, retentive, fr. MF.
retentif (fem. retentive), fr. ML. retentivus, fr. L.

retentus, pp. of retinere, 'to hold back'. See re-

tain and -ive.

Derivatives: retentive-ly, adv., retentive-ness,

n.

retiarius, n., a gladiator who tried to throw a net

over his adversary (Roman antiq.)— L. retiarius,

lit. 'a net-fighter', fr. rete, 'net'. See next word.

retiary, adj., constructing a net (said of spiders).

— L. retiarius, 'a net-fighter' (see prec. word),

fr. rett, 'flet, bag', which is cogn. with Lith.

retis, 'bast sieve'; possibly rel. to L. rdrus, 'thin,

loose'. See rare, 'thin', and cp. reticulun. Cp.

also reseau. For the ending see adj. suflf. -ary.

Derivative: retiary, n., a retiary spider.

reticence, n. — F. reticene, fr. L. reticentia, 'si-

lence', fr. reticens, gen. -entis. See next word

and -ce.

reticent, adj., inclined to keep silent. — L. reti-

cens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of reticere, 'to be

silent', fr. re- and tacere, 'to be silent' ; see tace.

For the change of Latin a (in tacere) to ; (in re-

ticere) see abigeat and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending see suff. -ent.

Derivative: reticent-ty, adv.

reticle, n., network of fine threads on the object

glass of an optical instrument. — L. reticulum,

'a small net'. See reticulum.

reticular, adj., nethke. — ModL. reticularis, fr.

L. reticulum. See reticulum and adj. suflf. -ar.

reticulate, adj., having the form of a network. —
L. reticuldtus, 'netlike', fr. reticulum, 'a small

net'. See reticulum and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: reticulate-ly, adv.

reticulate, tr. v., to divide in a network. — L.

reticuldtus. See reticulate, adj.

Derivatives: reticulat-ed, adj., reticulat-ion, n.

reticule, n., a small bag carried by women. — F.

reticule, fr. L. reticulum, 'a small bag', dimin.

of rgte, 'bag'. See retiary, adj., and -cule.

reticulose, adj., forming a network. — Formed



reticulum

fr. L. reticulum (see next word) with adj. suff.

-ose.

reticulum, n., 1) network; 2) the second stomach

of a ruminant (so called in allusion to the folds

of the mucous membrane). — L. reticulum, 'a

small net'. See reticule.

retiform, adj., having the form of a network. —
ModL. retiformis, compounded of L. retis, 'net',

and forma, 'form, shape'. See retiary and form,

n.

retina, n., the sensitive membrane at the back of

the eyeball {anat.) — Medical L. retina, coined

by the translator Gerard of Cremona (1114?-

1187) fr. L. rete, 'net' (see retiary), as a loan

translation of Hebrew resheth, 'net', used in

Medieval Hebrew to denote the retina. See

Joseph Hyrtl, Das Arabische und Hebraische in

der Anatomie, p. 58, and his Onomatologia

Anatomica, pp. 452-55.

Derivative: retin-al, adj.

retinaculum, n., a retaining band (anat., hot. and

entomol.) — L. retinaculum, 'a holdfast, band,

tether', prop, 'that which holds back or binds',

fr. retinere. See retain.

Derivatives: retinacul-ar, retinacul-ate, adjs.

retinitis, n., inflammation of the retina (med.) —
A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. Medical L.

retina (fr. L. rete) and Gk. suff. -Tti?. See retina

and -itis.

retinue, n. — ME. retenue, fr. MF. retenue, prop,

fern. pp. of retenir, 'to retain, hold back', used

as a noun ; see retain. Forthemodeof formation

cp. continue, detinue.

retire, intr. and tr. v. — MF. (= F.) retirer, 'to

withdraw (something)', se retirer, 'to withdraw,

retire', fr. re- (see re-) and tirer, 'to pull, draw".

See tire, 'to pull'.

Derivatives: retire, n., retir-ed, adj., retir-ed-

ness, n., retir-ed-ly, adv., retire-ment, n., retir-er,

n., retir-ing, adj., retir-ing-!y, adv., retir-ing-

ness, n.

retort, tr. v., to reply sharply to; intr. v., to make

a sharp reply. — L. relortus, pp. of retorquere,

'to twist back, turn back', fr. re- and torquere,

'to twist". See torque and cp. retort, a vessel of

glass. Cp. also contort, distort, extort.

Derivatives : rerorr, n., a sharp reply, retort-able,

adj., retort-ed, adj., retort-er, n., retortion (q.v.),

retort-ive, adj.

retort, n., a vessel of glass used in chemistry. —
MF. (= F.) retorte, fr. ML. retorta, 'a vessel

with a bent neck', prop, 'anything bent', fr. L.

retorta, fem pp. of L. retorquere. See retort, v.

retortion, n. — ML. retortio, gen. -onis, fr. L. re-

tortus, pp. oi retorquere. See retort, v., and -ion.

retoucli, tr. v., to touch up, modify. — F. re-

toucher, fr. MF., fr. re- (see re-) and toucher,

'to touch'. See toucli.

Derivatives: retouch-er, n., retouch-ing, n.

retrace, tr. v., to go over again.— F. retracer, 'to

trace again, retrace', fr. MF. relracier, fr. re-

(see re-) and trader, 'to trace'. See trace, v.
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retract, tr. and intr. v., to draw back, draw in. —
L. retractus, pp. of retrahere 'to draw back', fr.

re- and trahere, 'to pull, draw'. See re- and

tract, 'region' and cp. retreat. Cp. also attract

and words there referred to.

Derivatives: retract-able, adj., retract-ile, adj.,

retract-il-ity, n., retraction (q.v.), retract-ive,

adj., retract-or, n.

retract, tr. v., to withdraw, recant, revoke. — L.

retractdre, 'to handle again, reconsider; to

refuse', freq. of retrahere, 'to draw back, draw

again'. See prec. word.

retractation, n., retraction. — L. retractdtio, gen.

-onis, fr. retractdtus, pp. of retractdre. See re-

tract, 'to withdraw', and -ation.

retraction, n. — ME. retraccioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

retraction, fr. L. retractionem, ace. of retractio,

'a drawing back, hesitation, refusal', fr. retrac-

tus, pp. o( retrahere. See retract, 'to draw back',

and -ion.

retral, adj., backward. — Formed with adj. suif.

-al fr. L. retro, 'at the back, backward'. See re-

tro-,

retread, tr. v., to put a new tread (on the. tire of

an automobile, etc.) — Formed fr. re- and

tread, n. See tread,

re-tread, tr. v., to tread again. — Formed fr. re-

and tread. Cp. prec. word.

retreat, n. — Late ME., fr. MF. retret, a var. of

retrait, retraite (F. retraite), prop. pp. of retraire,

'to withdraw', fr. L. retrahere. See retract, 'to

draw back'.

Derivatives: retreat, intr. and tr. v., retreat-er,

n., retreat-ing, adj., retreat-ing-ness, n.

retrench, tr. and intr. v. — Obsol. F. retrencher

(F. retrancher), 'to cut off', fr. MF. retrenchier,

fr. re- (see re-) and trenchier, 'to cut'. See

trencli, v.

Derivative: retrench-ment, n.

retribution, n., recompense; reward or punish-

ment. — ME. retribucioun, fr. OF. retribution

(F. retribution), fr. L. retributionem, ace. of re-

tributio, fr. retributus, pp. of retribuere, 'to re-

pay, restore', fr. re- and tribuere, 'to assign, allot,

bestow, give, grant'. See tribute and -ion. The

word retribution was introduced into English by

the English religious reformer John Wycliffe

(1320 7-84).

retributive, adj. — Formed with sulf. -ive fr. L.

retributus, pp. of retribuere. See prec. word.

Derivative: retributive-ly, adv.

retributory, adj., retributive.~ Formed with suff.

-ory fr. L. retributus, pp. oi retribUere. See retri-

bute.

Derivative: retributive-ly, adv.

retrieve, tr. and intr. v. — ME. retreven, retriven,

fr. OF. retrover, retrouver (F. retrouver), 'to

find again', fr. re- (see re-) and trover, trouver,

'to compose verses; to invent; to find' (whence

F. trouver, 'to fii d'). See troTcr and cp. contrive.

Derivatives: retrieve, n., retriev-able, adj., re-

triev-al, n., retreiv-er, n.

Keuben

retro-, pref. meaning 1) 'backward', as in retro-

act; 2) 'behind', as in retrocardiac. — L. retro,

formed fr. re-, 'back' (see re-). L. retro stands to

re- as intro, 'in, within', to in, 'in', and as citrd,

'hither', stands to cis, 'on this side'. Cp. reredos.

Cp. also arrear, darrein and the first word in

dernier ressort.

retroact, intr. v. — L. retrodctus, pp. of retroa-

gere, 'to drive back, turn back', fr. retro- and

agere, 'to set in motion, drive, lead; to do, act'.

See act.

retroaction, n. — Formed with sufT. -ion fr. L.

retrodctus, pp. of retroagere. See prec. word.

retroactive, adj.— F. retroactifikm. retroactive),

fr. L. retrodctus, pp. of retroagere. See retroact

and -ive.

Derivatives: retroactive-ly, adv., retroactiv-ity,

n.

retrocede, intr. v., to go back, recede. — L. re-

trocedere, 'to go back or backward, to retire,

recede', fr. retro- and cedere, 'to go'. See cede.

Derivatives: retroced-ent, adj., retroced-ence, n.

retrocede, tr. v., to give back (territory). — F.

retroceder, fr. retro-, 'back' (fr. L. retro), and

ceder, 'to cede'. See retro- and cede and cp. prec.

word.

retrocession, n., a going back. — Late L. retro-

cessio, gen. -onis, 'a going back or backward',

fr. L. retrdcess-(um), pp. stem of retrocedere.

See retrocede, 'to go back', and -ion.

retrocession, n., the act of giving back or re-

storing.— See retrocede, 'to give back', and -ion.

retrocessive, adj., tending to move backward. —
Formed with suff. -ive fr. L, retrocess-(um), pp.

stem of retrocedere. See retrocede, 'to go back'.

retrochoir, n., space in a church behind the choir.

— Formed fr. retro- and choir on analogy of

ML. retrochorus.

retroflected, adj., bent or turned backward. —
Formed with suff. -ed fr. L. retroftectere, 'to

bend back', fr. retro- andflectere, 'to bend'. See

flex and cp. reflect.

retroflex, adj., retroflected. — L. retroflexus, pp.

of retroftectere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: retroftex-ed, adj., relroflex-ion, n.

retrograde, adj., I) moving backward; 2) deterio-

rating. — ME., fr. L. retrogradus, 'going back

or backward', fr. retrogradi, 'to go back or

backward', fr. retro- and gradi, 'to step, walk,

go'. See grade.

retrograde, intr. v., I) to move backward; 2) to

deteriorate. — L. retrogradi. See prec. word.

retrogress, intr. v., 1) to move backward; 2) to

deteriorate.— L. retrdgressus, pp. of retrogradi.

See retrograde, adj., and cp. congress and words

there referred to.

retrogression, n. — Formed with suff. -ion fr. L.

retrogressus, pp. of retrogradi (see retrogress);

introduced into English by the English physi-

cian and author Sir Thomas Browne (1605-82).

retrogressive, adj., tending to move backward;

retrograde. — Formed with sufT. -ive fr. L. re-

trdgressus, pp. of retrogradi. See retrogress and

-ive.

Derivative: retrogressive-ly, adv.

retrorse, adj., turned backward. — L. retrdrsus,

contraction of retrdversus, 'turned backward',

fr. retro- and versus, pp. of vertere, 'to turn'. See

version and cp. retroverse. Cp. also extrorse, in-

trorse. Cp. also prose, which is the antonym of

retrorse.

Derivative: retrorse-ly, adv.

retrospect, n. — L. *retrdspectus, fr. retrospect-

(um), pp. stem of retrdspicere, 'to look back', fr.

retro- and specere, spicere, 'to look'. See species.

Derivatives: retrospect, intr. and tr. v., retro-

spect-ion, n., retrospect-ive, adj. and n., retro-

spect-ive-ly, adv., retrospect-iveness, n.

retrousse, adj., turned up (said of a nose). — F.,

pp. of retrousser, 'to turn up', fr. re- (see re-)

and trousser, 'to pack, bind'. See truss.

retroverse, adj., turned backward. — L. retrdver-

sus, 'turned backward'. See retrorse.

retroversion, n., a turning backward. — Formed
with suff. -ion fr. L. retrdversus. See prec. word.

retrovert, tr. v., to turn backward. — Formed fr.

retro- and L. vertere, 'to turn'. See version.

retrude, tr. v., to thrust back. — L. retrudere, 'to

thrust back', fr. re- and trudere, 'to thrust', fr.

I.-E. base *treud-, 'to press, push', whence also

Goth, us-priutan, 'to vex', OF. preotan, 'to

weary, vex, annoy'. See tlireat and cp. tlirust.

Cp. also intrude and words there referred to.

retrusion, n., the action of thrusting back. —
Formed with suff. -ion fr. L. retrUsus, pp. of re-

trudere. See prec. word.

rettery, n., a place for retting flax. — Formed fr.

ret with suff. -ery.

rettling, n., process of retting flax. — Formed fr.

ret with -ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

retund, tr. v., to beat back (obsol.) — L. retun-

dere, 'to beat back', fr. re- and tundere, 'to beat'.

See tund.

return, intr. and tr. v. — ME. retornen, returnen,

retournen, fr. OF. retorner, retourner (F. re-

tourner), fr. re- and torner, tourner (F. tourner),

'to turn', fr. L. torndre, 'to turn in a lathe'. See

re- and turn.

Derivatives: return-able, adj., return-ed, adj.,

return-er, n.

return, n. — ME. retorn, fr. retornen, 'to return'.

See return, v.

Derivative: return-less, adj.

retuse, adj., having a rounded end with small

notch (said esp. of leaves). — L. retdsus, pp. of

retundere, 'to beat back'. See retund.

retzian, n., a basic arsenate of manganese, cal-

cium and yttrium metals (mineral.) — Named
after the Swedish naturalist Anders Johan Ret-

zius (1742-1821). For the ending see suff. -an.

Reuben, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, a) the eldest

son of Jacob; b) the tribe descended from him.

— Gk. Pou^:(iv, fr. Heb. /?*'«AAen, prob. mean-
ing lit. 'behold a son', fr. r^'u, imper. of rd'd ,



'he saw', and ben, 'a son' ; cp. Babylonian Tal-

mud, tractate Berakhoth, 7b. — Heb. rd'a is

rel. to Arab, rd'a, Ethiop. rd'a, 'he saw', Aram.

rew, rewd, 'appearance'. For the etymology of

ben, 'son', see ben.

reunion, n. — Formed fr. re- and union. Cp. F.

reunion.

Derivatives: reunion-ism, n., reunion-ist, n.,

reunion-ist-ic, adj.

reunite, tr. and intr. v. — ML. reunitus, pp. of

reunlre, fr. re- and L. unlre, 'to make one, join'.

See unite.

Derivatives: reunit-able, adj., reunit-ion, n.

reus, n., masc, rea, fern., a defendant. — L. reus,

resp. rea, 'defendant', rel. to res, 'thing, object,

matter, affair, circumstance'. See real, adj., and

cp. reatus.

revalescence, n., convalescence. — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce.

rcTalescent, adj., convalescent. — L. revalescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of revalescere, 'to grow

well again, to recover', fr. re- and valescere, 'to

grow strong', inchoative of valere, 'to be well,

be strong'. See valiant and -escent and cp. vale,

interj.

revanche, n., revenge. — F., fr. MF. revenche, re-

vanche, back formation fr. revenchier, 'to re-

venge'. See revenge, v.

reveal, tr. v. — ME. revelen, fr. MF. reveler (F.

reveler), fr. OF., fr. L. reveldre, 'to uncover,

disclose', lit. 'to draw back the veil', fr. re- and

velum, 'a veil'. See veil and cp. revelation.

Derivatives : reveal, n., reveal-er, n., reveal-ment,

n.

reveille, n., signal on a drum or a bugle at sun-

fise. — F. reveillez{-vous), 'wake up', imper. of

(se) reveiller, 'to wake up', fr. MF. reveiller, 'to

awake, rouse', fr. re- (see re-) and eveiller, fr.

OF. esveillier, fr. VL. *exvigilare, fr. 1st ex- and

L. vigildre, 'to watch'. See vigil.

revel, intr. v., to feast in noisy manner. — ME.

revelen, fr. OF. reveler, 'to rebel, revolt, make

an uproar', fr. L. rehellare, 'to wage war again,

revolt'. See rebel.

Derivatives: revel(l)-er, n., revel-ment, n., revel-

ry, n.

revel, n., a noisy feast. — ME., fr. OF. revel, 're-

bellion, revolt', back formation fr. reveler. See

revel, v.

revelation, n. — ME. revelacioun, fr. MF. reve-

lation (F. revelation), fr. Eccles. L. reveldtionem,

ace. ofreveldtid, 'an uncovering; revelation', fr.

L. reveldtus, pp. of reveldre. See reveal and

-ation.

Derivatives: revelation-al, adj., revelation-er, n.,

revelation-ist, n.

. revenant, n., 1) a person returning after a long

absence; 2) a ghost. — F., prop. pres. part, of

revenir, 'to come back', used as a noun, fr. L.

revenire, fr. re- and venu-e, 'to come'. See venue,

'arrival', and -ant, and cp. revenue,

revenge, tr. and intr. v. — ME. revengen, fr. MF.
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revengier, revenchier (F. revancher), fr. OF., fr.

re- (see re-) and vengier, venchier, 'to take ven-

geance', fr. L. vindicdre, 'to lay claim to, avenge,

punish'. See vindicate and cp. revanche. Cp. also

vengeance, avenge.

Derivative: reveng-er, n.

revenge, n. — MF. revenge, back formation fr.

revengier. See revenge, v.

Derivatives: revenge-ful, adj., revenge-ful-ly,

adv., revenge-ful-ness, n.

revenue, n. — ME., fr. MF. revenue, prop. fern,

of revenu (whence F. revenu, 'revenue'), pp. of

revenir, 'to come back, return'. See revenant.

reverberant, adj., reverberating.— L. reverberdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of reverberdre. See next

word and -ant.

reverberate, tr. v., to throw back; to cause to re-

echo ; intr. v., to re-echo. — L. reverberdtus, pp.

of reverberdre, 'to strike back, repel, cause to

rebound', fr. re- and verberdre, 'to beat', fr. ver-

bera (pi.) 'rods, lashes, strokes', which is rel. to

L. verbena, usually pi. verhenae, 'leaves and

branches of laurel'. See vervain and verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: reverberat-ing, adj., reverberation

(q.v.), reverberat-ive, adj., reverberal-or, n., re-

verberat-ory, adj.

reverberation, n. — ME. reverberacioun, fr. MF.

(= F.) reverberation, fr. Late L. reverberdtid-

nem, ace. of reverberdtid, fr. L. reverberdtus, pp.

o( reverberdre. See prec. word and -ion.

revere, tr. v. — Either fr. F. reverer, or directly fr.

L. revereri, 'to stand in awe of respect, revere',

fr. re- and vereri, 'to observe with awe, fear, re-

vere', fr. I.-E. base *wer-, 'to be or become

aware of, whence also OE. wxr, 'aware, cau-

tious'. See ware, 'alert', and cp. verecund.

reverence, n. — ME., either fr. OF. reverence, or

directly fr. L. reverentia, 'awe, respect', fr. re-

verens, gen. -entis. See reverent and -ce.

Derivative: reverence, tr. v.

reverend, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) reverend,

fr. L. revererendus, 'to be revered, inspiring

awe', gerundive of revereri, 'to revere', see re-

vere. For other Latin gerundives or their deriva-

tives used in English cp. agenda and words there

referred to.

Derivative: reverend, n.

reverent, adj. — Late ME., fr. L. reverens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, oi revereri. See revere and -ent.

Derivative: reverent-ly, adv.

reverential, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. reverentia. See reverence.

Derivative: reverential-ly, adv.

reverie, n., musing, daydreaming. — F. reverie,

'musing, dreaming', fr. rever, 'to muse, dream',

fr. OF. resver, 'to rave'. See rave, 'to speak as in

delirium', and -ery.

revers, n., part of a garment turned back; lapel.

F., fr. OF., fw L. reversus, 'turned back'. See

reverse,

reversal, n., act of reversing; state of being re-
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versed. — See reverse, v., and -al, suff. forming

verbal nouns.

reverse, adj., turned backward; opposite. — ME.
revers, fr. OF. revers, fr. L. reversus, pp. of re-

vertere. See revert.

Derivative: reverse-ly, adv.

reverse, n., the opposite of something.— ME. re-

vers, fr. OF. revers. See reverse, adj.

reverse, tr. v., to turn in an opposite direction;

intr. v., to move along in an opposite direction.

— ME. reversen, fr. MF. (= F.) reverser, fr.

Late L. reversdre, 'to turn round', fr. re- and L.

versdre, freq. of vertere (pp. versus), 'to turn'.

See version.

Derivative : revers-er, n.

reversible, adj.— Formed fr. reverse, v., with suff.

-ibie.

Derivatives: reversibil-ity, n., reversible-ness, n.,

reversibl-y, adv.

reversion, n. — ME., fr. MF. reversion (F. rever-

sioii), fr. L. reversidnem, ace. of reversid, 'a turn-

ing back', fr. reversus, pp. oi revertere. See next

word and -ion.

Derivatives: reversion-al, adj., reversion-al-ly,

adv., reversion-ary, adj., reversion-er , n.

revert, intr. and tr. v. — ME. reverten, fr. MF.
revertir, fr. OF., fr. VL. *revertire, which cor-

responds to L. revertere, 'to turn back', fr. re-

and vertere (pp. versus), 'to turn'. See version

and cp. reverse, adj. and v. Cp. also a rovescio.

Derivatives: revert, n., revert-ed, revert-er, n.,

revert-ible, adj.

revest, tr. v., to vest again, reinvest; intr. v., to

become vested again. — ME. revesten, fr. OF.
revestir (F. revetir), fr. Late L. revestire, 'to

clothe again', fr. re- and L. vestire, 'to clothe'.

See vest and cp. revet.

revet, tr. v., to face with a layer of stone, brick,

etc. — F. revetir. See prec. word.

Derivative: revel-ment, n.

review, n. — MF. reveue (F. revue), fern, of MF.
reveu (F. revu), pp. of OF. and MF. reveoir (F.

revoir), 'to see again', fr. L. revidere, of s.m., fr.

re- and videre, 'to see'. See vision and cp. revue,

which is a doublet of review. Cp. also revise.

review, tr. and intr. v. — Partly fr. re- and view,

partly fr. review, n.

Derivatives: review-able, adj., review-abil-ity, n.,

review-al, n., review-er, n.

revile, tr. v., to abuse; intr. v., to speak abusively.

— ME. revilen, fr. OF. reviler, 'to regard as

vile', fr. re- (see re-) and viler, 'to treat as vile',

fr. vil, 'vile, base, mean'. See vile.

Derivatives: revile-ment, n., revil-er, n., revil-

ing, adj., revil-ing-ty, adv.

revise, tr. v.— MF. (= F.) reviser, fr. L. revisere,

'to come back again and see, revisit', freq. of

revidere (pp. revisus), 'to see again', fr. re- and
videre (pp. visus), 'to see'. See vision and cp.

review.

Derivatives: revis-able, adj., revise, n., revis-

er, n., revis-or, n., revis-ory, adj.

revision, n. — F. revision, fr. Late L. revlsidnem,

ace. of revisio, 'a seeing again', fr. L. revisus, pp.

of revidere. See revise and -ion.

Derivatives: revision-al, revision-ary, adjs., re-

vision-ism, n., revision-ist, n.

revisit, tr. v., to visit again. — F. revisiter, fr. re-

(see re-) and visiter, 'to visit'. See visit, v.

Derivatives : revisit-ant, adj. and n., revisit-ation,

n.

revitalize, tr. v., to revive. — Formed fr. re- and

vitalize.

Derivative: revitaliz-ation, n.

revive, intr. and tr. v. — ME. reviven, fr. MF.
(= F.) revivre, fr. L. revivere, 'to live again', fr.

re- and vlvere, 'to live'. See vital.

Derivatives: reviv-able, adj., reviv-abil-ity, n.,

reviv-abl-y, adv., reviv-al, n., reviv-al-ism, n.,

reviv-al-ist, n., reviv-er, n.

revivification, n.— Late L. revivificdtid, gen. -dnis,

fr. revlvificdtus, pp. of revivificdre. See next word
and -ation.

revivify, tr. v. — F. revivifier, fr. Late L. revivifi-

cdre, 'to restore to life', fr. re- and vivificdre. See

vivify.

revlviscence, n., revival. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce.

reviviscent, adj., tending to revive. — L. revivi-

scens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of reviviscere, 'to

come to life again, revive', fr. re- and viviscere,

'to become alive', inchoative of vivere, 'to live'.

See vital and -escent.

revocable, adj. — F. revocable, fr. L. revocdbilis,

'that may be revoked', fr. revocdre. See revoke

and -able.

Derivatives: revocabit-ity, n., revocable-ness, n.,

revocabl-y, adv.

revocation, n.— ME. revocacioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

revocation, fr. L. revocdtidnem, ace. of revocd-

tid, 'a calling back, recalling', fr. revocdtus, pp.

of revocdre. See revoke and -ation.

revocatory, adj. — ME., fr. Late L. revocdtorius,

'for calling back', fr. L. revocdtus, pp. of revo-

cdre. See revoke and adj. suff. -ory.

revoke, tr. and intr. v. — ME. revoken, fr. MF.
revoquer, fr. L. revocdre, 'to call back, recall, re-

voke', fr. re- and vocdre, 'to call', which is rel. to

vox, gen. vdcis, 'voice, sound, tone, call'. See

voice.

Derivatives: revoke, n., revok-er, n.

revolt, n. — MF. (= F.) revoke, back formation

fr. revolter. See revolt, v.

revolt, intr. and tr. v. — MF. (= F.) revolter, fr.

It. rivoltare, fr. VL. *revolutdre, freq. of L. re-

volvere (pp. revolHtus), 'to roll back, revolve'.

See revolve.

Derivatives: revolt-ed, adj., revolt-ing, adj., re-

volt-ing-ly, adv.

revoltite, adj., rolled backward at the margins

(bot. and zool.)— L. revolHtus, pp. of revolvere.

See revolt, v.

revolution, n. — ME. revolucioun, fr. OF. revo-

lucion (F. revolution), fr. Late L. revolHtionem



revolve

ace. ofrevolutio, 'return, revolution of the stars',

fr. L. revolulus, pp. of revolvere. See next word

and -ion.

Derivatives: revolution, tr. v., revolution-al, re-

volution-ary, adjs., revolution-ari-ly, adv., re-

volution-er, n., revolution-ism, n., revolution-ist,

n., revolution-ize, tr. and intr. v., revolution-iz-

er, n.

revolve, intr. and tr. v. — ME. revolven, fr. L. re-

volvere, 'to roll back, revolve', fr. re- and volvere,

'to turn, roll'. See volute and cp. revolute, re-

volution, revolver.

Derivatives: revolv-ing, adj., revolv-ing-ly, adv.

revolver, n. — Formed fr. revolve with agential

suff. -er; coined by the American Samuel Colt

(1814-62), its inventor.

revue, n., a kind of musical show. — F., prop,

fem. pp. ofrevoir, 'to see again', used as a noun.

See review,

revulsion, n., disgust. — L. revulsio, gen. -onis, 'a

tearing off', fr. revulsus, pp. of revellere, fr. re-

and vellere, 'to pluck, tear'. See vellicate and

-ion and cp. convulse, evulsion, vulsellum.

revulsive, adj., pertaining to, or causing, revul-

sion. — Formed with suflf. -ive fr. L. revulsus,

pp. of revellere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: revulsive, n., revulsive-ly, adv.

reward, tr. v. — ME. rewarden, fr. ONF. re-

warder, 'to regard ; to reward', corresponding to

OF. reguarder, regarder (F. regarder), 'to look

at, regard', fr. re- (see re-) and ONF. warder,

resp. OF. guarder, 'to watch over'. See ward, v.,

and cp. guard, regard.

Derivatives: reward-er, n., reward-ing, adj., re-

ward-ing-ly, adv., reward-less, adj.

reward, n. — ME., fr. ONF. reward, back forma-

tion fr. rewarder. Cp. OF. reguard, regard (F.

regard) and see reward, v.

reword, tr. v., to express in other words. — Form-

ed fr. re- and word,

rewrite, v., to write again. — Formed fr. re- and

write,

rex, n., king. — L. rex, gen. regis, 'ruler, king',

rel. to regere, 'to keep straight, guide, lead, rule',

regina, 'queen', and cogn. with Ol. raj,- rdjan-,

'king', Olr. ri, gen. rig, 'king', fr. I.-E. base

*reg-, 'to stretch, straighten; straight, right; to

lead, direct, rule, reign'. See regent, adj., and cp.

raj, rajah, ranee, regal, regulus, royal, and the

second element in viceroy.

Reynard, n., proper name of the fox in the epic

Roman de Renart. — OF. renart, renard (F. re-

nard), 'fox', fr. Renart, PN., fr. OHG. Reginhart

(G. Reinhart), lit. 'skilful in counsel'. The first

element in OHG. Reginhart is rel. to Goth, ra-

gin, 'counsel', rahnjan, 'to count, reckon', OE.

(ge)recenian, 'to explain', recen, ricen, 'ready,

quick'; see reckon and cp. words there referred

to. For the second element in OHG. Reginhart

see hard. Cp. G. Reineke, 'Reynard'.

Reynold, masc. PN.— OF. Reinald, Rainault, Re-

w,f,„t IV ltfnnut\. fr. OHG. Reeinald. Raeinald
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(G. Reinwald). The first element is rel. to Goth.

ragin, 'counsel' ; see prec. word. The second ele-

ment is rel. to OE. (ge) weald, 'power, strength',

wealdan, 'to rule', and cogn. with L. valere, 'to

be strong, be well'. See valiant and cp. Reginald,

rezbanyite, n., a lead sulfobismuthite (mineral^

— Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Rezbdnya,

name of a village in Rumania (formerly Hun-

gary), a Hungarian word lit. meaning 'copper

mine'.

rhabdo-, before a vowel rhabd-, combining form

meaning 'rod'. — Gk. papSo-, fr. pa(3So;, 'rod,

twig, stick', which is rel. to pdcjivog, "a pricky

shrub; the buckthorn', paTtii;, 'rod', and cogn.

with Lith. vifbas, 'twig, branch, scion, rod', L.

verbera (pi.), 'rods, lashes, strokes', verbena,

usually pi. verbenae, 'leaves and branches of

laurel'. See vervain and cp. words there referred

to.

rhabdomancy, n., divination by means of a rod.

— Gk. pap8o|jLavTEia, compounded of pipSo?,

'a rod', and (xavxeia, 'oracle, divination'. See

rhabdo- and -mancy.

rhachis, n. — See rachis.

rhachitis, n. — See rachitis.

Rhadamantine, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

Rhadamanthus; stern (said of a judge). — See

next word and adj. suff. -ine.

Rhadamanthus, n., son of Zeus and Europe, one

of the judges in the lower world (Greek mythol.)

— L. Rhadamanthus, fr. Gk. 'PaSajxaviJoi;,

'PaSaixav&ui;.

Rhaetia, n., name of an ancient Roman province

situated between the Danube, the Rhine and the

Po. — L., fr. Rhaeti (pi.), 'the Rhaetians'.

Derivatives: Rhaeti-an, adj. and n.

Rhaetic, adj., pertaining to, or designating, a

group of strata of the European Triassic system

(geol.) — L. Rhaeticus, 'Rhaetian', fr. Rhaetia.

See prec. word.

Rhaeto-Romance, Rhaeto-Romanic, adj., pertain-

ing to the language spoken by the Romance

people in Southeastern Switzerland and in Ty-

rol. — So called fr. L. Rhaetia. See Rhaetia and'

Romance, resp. Romanic. '^

rhagades, n., cracks or fissures in the skin (med.)

— L., fr. Gk. paydcSsi;, pi. of piyac, 'crack, fis-

sure', from the stem of pr^yvuvod, 'to break'. See

regma.

Rhamnaceae, n. pi., the buckthorn family (hot.)

— ModL., formed fr. Rhamnus with sufT.-aceae.

rhamnaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Rhamnus, n., a genus of plants, the buckthorn

(bot.) — L. rhamnos, fr. Gk. pafxvoi;, 'a pricky

shrub; the buckthorn', which stands for *pa-

pvo? and is rel. to papSo;, 'rod, twig, stick'. See

rhabdo-.

Rhapis, n., a genus of fan palms (bot.) — ModL.,

fr. Gk. pocTTi;, 'rod, stick', which is rel. to

^dcjxvo?, 'a pricky shrub; the buckthorn'. See

prec. word.

rhapontic. n., a species of rhubarb.— ModL. rha-

ponticum, fr. MedL. rha Ponticum, lit. 'Pontic

rhubarb'. The first element stands for orig.

rheum, 'rhubarb', fr. Gk. pijov, fr. Pers. rewend,

of s.m. ; the alteration of rheum into rha is due

to a confusion with Rha, the ancient name of

the river Volga. See Rheum, rhubarb. For the

second element see Pontic.

rhapsode, n., a reciter of rhapsodies. — Gk.
patJitoSog. See rhapsody.

rhapsodic, adj., pertaining to a rhapsody. — Gk.
paiJicpSixo?, fr. pa4'C[>Sia. See next word and -ic.

Derivatives: rhapsodic-al, adj., rhapsodic-al-ly,

adv.

rhapsody, n. — F. rhapsodie, rapsodie, fr. L. rhap-

sodia, fr. Gk. pajiwSia, 'epic poem, recitation of

epic poetry', fr. patJitoSoi;, 'rhapsodist', which is

compounded of paTTTsiv, 'to sew, weave; to

compose songs', and mSt), 'song'. For the first

element see vervain, for the second see ode and

cp. comedy, tragedy.

Derivatives: rhapsod-ist, n., rhapsod-ize, tr. and

intr. V.

rhatany, n., name of a Peruvian shrub. — Sp. ra-

tana, fr. Quechua ratana.

Rhea, n., the mother of the gods in Greek my-

thology. — L. Rhea, fr. Gk. 'Via, a Titaness,

mother of Zeus, which is of uncertain origin.

Rhea, n., a genus of birds, the South-American

ostrich. — ModL., named after Rhea, the moth-

er of the gods in Greek mythology. See prec.

word.

Rhenish, adj. — MHG. rinisch (G. Rheinisch), fr.

Rin (G. Rhein), 'Rhine', fr. Gaul. Renos (whence

L. Rhenus), lit. 'that which flows', fr. I.-E. base

*rei-, 'to move, flow, run'. See rise and cp. rhe-

nium, cisrhenane, transrhenane. For the ending

see adj. suff. -ish.

Rhenish, n., Rhine wine. — Short for Rhenish

wine.

rhenium, n., name of a very rare element (chem.)

— ModL., coined by its discoverers, the Ger-

man chemist Walter Karl Friedrich Noddack
(1893- ) and his wife Ida Tacke, fr. Rhenus,

the name of the Rhine (see Rhenish, adj.), and

chem. suff. -ium.

rheo-, combining form meaning 'current of a

stream, current'.— Gk. pEO-, fr. ^ioc,, 'anything,

flowing, stream', from the stem of p^Eiv, peTv,

(for *<Tp^f£tv), 'to flow, run' (whence also

poo?, poO?, 'current', peOjjia, 'that which flows,

current, stream)', fr. I.-E. base *sreu-, 'to flow',

whence also—with inserted -/—OE. stream,

'flowing, river'. See stream and cp. words there

referred to.

rheostat, n., resistor (electr.) — Coined by the

English physicist Sir Charles Wheatstone (1802-

75) from Gk. p4os, 'anything flowing, stream',

and OTOcToi;, 'placed, standing'. See rheo- and
static and cp. aerostat and words there referred

to.

Derivative: rkeostat-ic, adj.

rhesus, n., an East Indian monkey. — ModL.,

coined by the French naturalist Jean-Baptiste

Audebert (1759-1800).

rhetor, n., teacher of rhetoric; orator. — L., fr.

Gk. priTwp (Aeol. *fpy)-r<<>p), 'public speaker,

orator; rhetor', rel. to ^^n-x, 'word', lit. 'that

which is spoken', p/jcti?, 'speech', and to eip<o

(for *flpi(o), '1 say, speak', sfpojv (for *f^-

picov), 'dissembler', lit. 'sayer' (i.e. one who
speaks in order to hide his thoughts), Eipuveia,

'irony', and cogn. with OI. vratdm, 'command-
ment, order', L. verbum, 'word', Goth, waiird,

OE. word, 'word'. See word and cp. irony. Cp.

also verb.

rhetoric, n. — ME. rethorik, fr. OF. rhetorique

(F. rhetorique), fr. L. rhetorica, rhetorice, fr. Gk.

pYjTopiKT) (scil. TE/vr) ), 'art of rhetoric', fem. of

p7]Topt>c6?, 'fit for a public speaker or public

speaking, oratorical; rhetorical', fr. prjTtop, gen.

pifjTopoi;. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: rhetoric-al, adj., rhetoric-al-ly, adv.

rhetorician, n. — ME. rethoricien, fr. MF. (= F.)

rhetoricien, fr. rhetorique. See prec. word and

-ian.

rheum, n., discharge from the mucous membranes
(archaic). — ME. reume, fr. OF. reume (F.

rhume), 'a cold', fr. L. rheuma, fr. Gk. psOjia,

'that which flows; discharge, flux, rheum', from

the stem of psEiv, peiv, 'to flow'. See rheo-.

Derivatives: rheum-ic, adj., rheum-y, adj.,

rheum-i-ly, adv., rheum-i-ness, n.

Rheum, n., a genus ofherbs (bot^— L., 'rhubarb',

fr. Gk. prjov, fr. Pers. rewend, of s.m. See rhu-

barb and cp. rhapontic.

rheumatic, adj. — ME. rewmatik, fr. MF. reuma-

tique (F. rhumatique), fr. L. rheumaticus, 'troubl-

ed with rheum', fr. Gk. pEUjiaTixoi;, fr. pEGfjia,

gen. pEU|xaToi;. See rheum and 1st -atic.

Derivatives: rheumatic, n., rheumatic-al, adj.

rheumatism, n. — L. rheumatismus, 'rheum, ca-

tarrh', fr. Gk. pEU[i.aTi,(TiJi6<;, fr. pEujiaTt^Eo^ai,

'to suffer from a flux', fr. pEU(xa, gen. pEiiuta-ro?.

See rheum and -ism.

rheumatoid, adj., resembling rheumatism. —
Compounded of Gk. pEujia, gen. psujiaTO? (see

rheum), and -OEtS:?i;, 'like', fr. zXhoc,, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

Derivatives: rheumatoid-al, adj., rheumatoid-al-

ly, adv.

Rhexia, n., a genus of plants, the deergrass, the

meadow beauty (bot.) — L., a name used by

Pliny.

rhigolene, n., a volatile petroleum product used

as a local anesthetic. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk.

pTyoc, 'frost, cold', and L. oleum, 'oil'. The first

element stands for 'apiyoq and is cogn. with L.

frlgus, 'cold' ; see frigid. For the second element

see olive, for the ending see suff. -ene.

rhin-, form of rhino- before a vowel.

rhinal, adj., pertaining to the nose. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. pf?, gen. ^Tv6?, 'nose'.

See rhino-.

Rhinanthus, n., a genus of plants, the yellow rattle
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(hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. pi;, gen.

prv6;, 'nose, snout', and avS-oi;, 'flower'. See

rhino- and anther,

rhine, n., a large ditch in marshy land. — OE.

rene, ryne, 'bed of a river', lit. 'a running'. See

run, n.

rhinencephalon, n., the olfactory part of the brain

{anat.) — Medical L., coined by the Swiss anat-

omist Rudolf Albert von KoUiker (1817-1905)

fr. Gk. pi?, gen. plv6;, 'nose', and evxstpaXoi;,

'brain'. See rhino- and encephalon.

rhinestone, n.,'a colorless imitation stone.— Loan

translation of F. caillou de Rhin, lit. 'pebble of

the Rhine'.

rhinitis, n., inflammation of the nose {med.) —
Medical L., formed with sulT. -itis, fr. Gk. pT?,

gen. ptv6(;, 'nose'. See rhino-,

rhino {slang). — Short for rhinoceros,

rhino, n., money {slang). — Of uncertain origin.

rhino-, before a vowel rhin-, combining form de-

noting the nose. — Gk. pTvo-, fr. pt;, gen.

pTvo;, 'nose', a word of uncertain origin. Cp. the

second element in Anturhinum, Catarrhina,

Gynmorhina, platyrrhine.

rhinoceros, n. — L., fr. Gk. pTvoxEpMe, 'rhino-

ceros', lit. 'nose-horn', fr. pt?, gen. piv6?,

'nose', and xepa?, 'horn'. See rhino- and cerato-.

rhinocerotlc, adj., pertaining to a rhinoceros. —
Formed with adj. sufT. -ic fr. Gk. pTv6>c£p6>[;,

gen. pTvoxEpoiToi;. See prec. word.

rhinology, n., that branch of medicine which

treats of the nose and its diseases.— Compound-

ed of rhino- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -'Kovoq, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: rhinolog-ic-al, adj., rhimlog-ist, n.

rhinoplasty, n., plastic surgery of the nose. —
Compounded of rhino- and Gk. -TrXaarta, fr.

iTXaaT6i;, 'molded, formed'. See -plasty.

rhinoscopc, n., an instrument for viewing the

nose. — Compounded of rhino- and Gk. -ctx6-

:iiov, fr. CTxoTTstv, 'to look at, examine'. See

-scope.

Derivative: rhinoscop-ic, adj.

rhinoscopy, n., examination of the-nose {med.) —
Compounded of rhino- and Gk. -oxoTtia, fr.

oxoTTclv, 'to look at, examine'. See -scopy.

rhlzo-, before a vowel rhiz-, combining form

meaning 'root', as in rhizogenic. — Gk. pi^o-,

p'.!^-, fr. ptJ^a, 'root', which stands for *fp*8ia

and is rel. to piSa|j.vo!: (for * rpiSyivjoz),

'branch', and cogn. with L. radix (for *wradtx),

'root'. See radix and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also risk.

Rhizobium, n., a genus of rod-shaped bacteria

{bacterial.)— ModL., formed fr. rhlzo- and Gk.

pto;, 'life'. See bio-.

Rhizocephala, n., an order of parasitic cirripeds.

— ModL., compounded of rhizo- and Gk.

xE!ftxXi), 'head'. See cephalic.

rhizocephalous, adj., pertaining to the order Rhi-

zocephala. — See prec. word and -ous.

rhizogenic, adj., root-producing.— Compounded

of rhizo- and -genie.

rhizoid, adj., resembling a root. — Formed fr.

rhizo- and Gk. -oeiS:/)?, 'like', fr. sISoi;, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

Derivative: rhizoid, n., filament.

rhizome, n., an underground rootlike stem {hot.)

ModL. rhizoma, fr. Gk. pi^to^a, 'the mass of

roots of a tree', fr. pii^ouv, 'to take root', fr. ^tl^a,

'root'. See rhizo- and -oma.

rhizophagous, adj., feeding on roots. — Com-
pounded of rhizo- and Gk. tpayciv, 'to eat'.

See -phagous.

Rhizopoda, n. pi., a division of Protozoa {zool.)

— ModL., lit. 'having rootUke feet', compound-

ed of riiizo- and Gk. tzo^q, gen. noSoQ, 'foot'.

See -pod.

rho, n., name of the 17th letter of the Greek al-

phabet. — Gk. pw, shortened fr. pcoc, fr. Heb.

rosh, resh. See resh.

rhod-, form of rhodo- before a vowel.

Rhodian, adj., 1) pertaining to the island of

Rhodes ; 2) pertaining to the Knights of Rhodes.

— Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Rhodius, 'of

Rhodes', fr. Rhodus, fr. Gk. P6Soi;, 'Rhodes',

one of the Dodecanese Islands, southwest of

Turkey.

Derivative: Rhodian, n.

rhodium, n., name of a rare metallic element

{chem.) — ModL., coined by its discoverer, the

English chemist and physicist William Hyde

Wollaston (1766-1828) from Gk. ^68ov, 'rose'

(see rhodo-) ; so called by him from the rose-red

color of its salts. For the ending see chem. suff.

-lum.

Derivatives: Morf-Zc, adj., rhod-ite,n. {mineral.),

rhod-ous, adj.

rhodium, n., also rhodium wood, a scented wood.

— ModL. rhodium, short for rhodium lignum, lit.

'rose-wood'. See prec. word and 1st suff'. -ium.

rhodo-, before a vowel rhod-, combining form

meaning rose, as in rhododendron. — Gk. poSo-,

fr. poSov, 'rose', for *fp6Sov, fr.OIran.*iiTrfa. See

rose and cp. the second element in cynorrhodon.

Rhododendron, n., a genus of plants; {not cap^.

any plant of this genus {hot.) — L., fr. G^
poSoSevSpov, lit. 'the rose-tree', fr. p68'jv, 'rose',

and SevSpov, 'tree'. See rhodo- and dendro-.

rhodolite, n., a rose-colored variety of garnet. —
Lit. 'rosy stone', compounded of rhodo- and

-lite.

rhodonite, n., a red manganese metasilicate

MnSiO, {mineral:) — G. Rhodonit, formed fr.

Gk. poSov, 'rose' (see rhodo-), with suff. -it,

which goes back to Gk. -Itt^c, ; see subst. sufl". -Ite.

Rhodora, n., a genus of plants {bot.) — ModL.,

fr. L. rhodora, name of a plant ; of Gallic origin.

rhomb, n., rhombus. — MF. (= F.) rhombe, fr.

L. rhombus, fr. Gk. poixpo?, 'a spinning top,

wheel, rhomb', which is rel. to ^i\i^zvo, 'to turn

round, roll about', fr. L-E. base *wremb-, a

nasalized form of base *wer-b-, 'to turn, twist.
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bend' (see vervain and cp. rhombus, rhumb); so

called from its resemblance to a spinning top.

Derivatives: rhomb-ic, rhomb-ic-al, adjs.

rhombencephalon, n., part of the brain consisting

of the cerebellum, pons and medulla (anat.) —
Medical L., compounded of rhomb- and ence-

phalon.

rhombo-, before a vowel rhomb-, combining form

meaning 'a rhomb', as in rhombohedron, — Gk.

poix^o-, po|j.|i-, fr. p6[j.po?. See rhomb.

rhombohedral, adj., forming a rhombohedron. —
See next word and adj. suff. -al.

rhombohedron, n., a prism bounded by six equal

rhombs. — Compounded of rhombo- and

-hedron.

rhomboid, n., an oblique-angled parallelogram in

which the adjacent sides are unequal; adj., 1)

shaped like a rhomboid; 2) shaped somewhat

like a rhombus.— MF. (== F.) rhomboide, fr. L.

rhomboides, fr. Gk. pojiPoEiSv)::, 'rhomboid', lit.

'resembling a rhomb', fr. p6(iPo<:, 'rhomb',

and -OEiSrji;, 'like', fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See

rhomb and -oid.

rhomboidal, adj., shaped somewhat like a rhom-

boid. — Formed fr. rhomboid, n., with adj. suff.

-al.

rhombus, n., an oblique-angled equilateral paral-

lelogram. — L. See rhomb.

rhoncial, also rhonchal, adj., pertaining to arhon-

chus. See next word and adj. suff'. -al.

rhonchus, n., a whistling sound heard on the

auscultation of the chest. — L., 'a snoring', fr.

Gk. p6y-/o<;, which is rel. to f^yKo?, ^iyyaq,

plyKoq, of s.m. plyxeiv, peyxctv, 'to snore';

prob. of imitative origin.

rhotacism, n., mispronunciation of the letter r. —
ModL. rholacismus, fr. Gk. piiiiixv.ia\x6c, fr.

puTaxit^Eiv. See next word and -ism.

rhotacize, intr. v., to mispronounce the letter r.

— Gk. paiTaxtJ^Eiv, 'to use the letter r excessive-

ly', fr. pw, name of the letter r. See rho and -ize.

rhubarb, n., a garden plant with large leaves and

edible leaf stalks. — ME. rubarbe, fr. MF. reu-

barbe, rubarbe {¥. rhubarbe), fr. ML. rheubar-

barum. The first element in ML. rheubarbarum

derives fr. L. rheum, fr. Gk. p^ov, ultimately fr.

Pers. rewend, 'rhubarb' (whence also Russ.

reven). Cp. the ML. form rhabarbarum, which

comes fr.Gk. pa pippapov, lit. 'foreign rhubarb';

pa, 'rhubarb', is a blend of pr;ov, 'rhubarb", with

'Pa, the Scythian name of the Volga; see roric.

The second word in pa (iap^apov refers to the

foreign origin of the plant. It. rabarbaro (whence

G. Rhabarber) derives fr. Gk. pa pippapov. Cp.

rbapontic, rheum.

rhumb, n., any of the 32 points of the mariner's

compass. — Sp. rumbo, fr. L. rhombus. See

rhomb and cp. F. rumb.

rhumba, n. — A var. spelling of rumba.

Rhus, n., a genus of plants, the sumac (bot.) —
L., fr. Gk. foO?, 'sumac'.

rhyme, n. — ME. rime, ryme, fr. OF. rime.

'rhyme', a word of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. and

OE. rim, 'number' ; for the cognates of these

Teut. words see arithmetic and rite. The spelling

of E. rhyme (for rime) is due to a confusion with

Gk. puS-fxo;, 'rhythm', with which it has nothing

in common. Cp. rime, 'rhyme'. Cp. also the sec-

ond element in bouts-rimes, monorhyme, and the

second word in ottava rima.

rhyme, tr. and intr. v. — ME. rimen, rymen, fr.

OF. rimer, 'to rhyme', fr. rime, 'rhyme'. See

rhyme, n.

Derivatives: rhym-ed, adj., rhyme-less, adj.,

rhym-er, n., rhym-ery, n., rhyme-ster, n., rhym-

ic, adj., rhym-ing, adj., rhym-ist, n.

rhyncho-, before a vowel rhynch-, combining

form meaning 'snout'. — Gk. ouyyo-, puYX">

fr. piiyxo?. 'snout, beak', which, together with

pui^Etv (prob. for 'puyiEiv), 'to growl, snarl', is

ofimitative origin. Cp. Arm. fngun-k', f ngun-k',

'nostrils, nose', which is also of imitative

origin. Cp. also Rhynchosia and the second ele-

ment in ornithorhynchus.

Rhynchosia, n., a genus of plants of the pea fam-

ily (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. piiyxo?, 'snout,

beak' (see rhyncho- and 1st -ia). The genus was

so called in allusion to the beaklike shape of the

keel.

rhyolite, n., a volcanic rock containing quartz

(petrogr.) — G. Rhyolith, compounded of Gk.

puo- (for puaS, 'stream of lava', from the stem

of pEiv, 'to flow') and Xido;, 'stone'. See rheo-

and -lite.

rhyparographer, n., a painter of sordid subjects.

— Formed fr. Gk. puJtapoypa9og (see next

word) with agential suff. -er.

rhyparography, n., the painting ofmean or sordid

subjects. — Formed with suflf. -y (fr. Gk. -ia)

fr. Gk. puTtapoypacpo;, 'painting sordid sub-

jects', fr. puTiapoc, 'dirty, filthy', and -ypacpoc,

'writing, painting', fr. ypacpetv, 'to write'. The

first element derives fr. puiroq, 'dirt, filth', which

is of uncertain origin; cp. rupia. For the second

element see -graph.

Derivative; rhyparograph-ic, adj.

rhythm, n.— MF. rhythme (F. rhytme), fr. L.rhyth-

mus, fr. Gk. pu&|j,6;, 'measured motion, time,

proportion, symmetry, rhythm', formed from

the stem of peiv 'to flow', with suff. -S^ixo;;, a

var. of -CT|x6i; (cp. -ism). See rheo- and cp. next

word.

Derivatives: rhythm-ize, tr. and intr. v., rhythm-

iz-able, &i].,rhythm-iz-ation, n., rhythm-less, adj.

rhythmic, adj. — Late L. rhythmicus, fr. Gk.

puS^lxixoi;, fr. pun>[xo?. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -ic.

Derivatives: rhythmic-al, adj., rhythmic-al-ly,

adv., rhythmic-ize, tr. v.

ria, n., creek; inlet. — Sp. rla, 'mouth of a river',

rel. to rio, 'river'. See rio.

rial, n. — A var. of riyal.

rial, n., the monetary unit of Iran. — Pers., fr.

Arab, riydl. See riyal.
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rialto, n., exchange, market. — It. Rialto, name

of a quarter of Venice where the exchange was

situated. The name is a contraction of Rivoalto,

former name of the island on which Venice was

built, fr. L. rivus altus, 'deep river'. For the first

word see rio, for the second see alt.

riant, adj., smiling. — MF. (= F.), pres. part, of

rire, 'to laugh', fr. L. rldere. See risible and -ant.

Derivative: riant-ly, adv.

riata, n. — See reata.

rib, n. — ME. ribhe, fr. OE. ribb, rel. to OS. ribb,

ribbi, ON. rif, Dan. ribbe, Swed. rev, OFris. ribb,

rebb, MDu. ribbe, Du. ribbe, rib, OHG. ribba,

rippi, MHG. ribbe, riebe, rippe, G. Rippe, and

to the second element inOHG. hirni-reba, 'skull',

lit. 'brain cover', fr. I.-E. base *rebh-, 'to root,

cover'. The ribs are so called because they "roof

"

the cavity of the chest. From the same base de-

rive OSlav. rebro (for *rebhrd), 'rib', Gk.

ep£9£iv, spsTtTEiv, 'to roof, Spofpo?, 'reeds used

for thatching houses, roof, L. orbis, 'round sur-

face, orbit, orb'. Cp. orb, reef, 'ridge of sand',

rep, 'thick fabric of silk'.

Derivatives; rib, tr. v., ribb-ed, adj., ribb-ing, n.

ribald, n., an irreverent person; adj., irreverent

(esp. in language).— ME. ribald, riband, 'worth-

less creature', fr. OF. ribauld, ribaud (F. ribaud),

'ribald', fr. riber, 'to be wanton', which is bor-

rowed fr. OHG. riban, 'to be wanton', lit. 'to

rub'. See euripus.

Derivatives: ribald, adj., ribaldry (q.v.)

ribaldry, n., a ribald language. — ME. ribaldrie,

ribaudrie, fr. OF. ribaulderie, fr. ribauld. See

prec. word and -ry.

riband, n., a ribbon {archaic). — Older spelling

of ribbon, with excrescent -d.

Derivative: riband-ed, adj. (cp. ribboned).

ribband, n. (naut.) — Compounded of rib and

band, n.

Derivative: ribband, tr. v.

ribbon, also riband, n. — ME. riban(d), fr. OF.

riban, var. of ruban (F. ruban), fr. MDu. ringh-

band, 'necklace'. The first element of this com-

pound is rel. to E. ring, n., the second to E.

band, 'a tie'.

Derivatives: ribbon-ed, adj., ribbon-y, adj.

Ribes, n., a genus of shrubs, the currant.— ML.,

fr. Arab, rtbds, 'sorrel', fr. Pers. revas.

riboflavin, n., a factor of the vitamin B complex

C|,Hj„0,N,. — Coined fr. riboss and flavin.

ribose, n., a pentose sugar.— Formed with subst.

suflf. -ose fr. G. Ribonisdure), a tetrahydroxy

acid, whose first element is an alteration of E.

arabinose, fr. L. Arabicus, 'Arabic, Arabian';

see Arabic {Sdure, the second element in Ribon-

sdure, means 'acid'.)

Ribston, n., a kind of sweet apple. — Short for

Ribston pippin; so called after Ribston Hall in

Yorkshire.

Ricardian, adj., pertaining to the economic theo-

ries of David Ricardo (1772-1823). — For the

ending see suff. -Ian.

Derivative: Ricardian, n., adherent of the theo-

ries of David Ricardo.

rice, n. — ME. rys, ris, fr. OF. ris (F. riz), fr. It.

riso, fr. VL. *oryzum, fr. L. oryza, fr. Gk.

oputa, fr. OPers. brlzi, fr. Afghan vrize, ult. fr.

OI. vrlhih, 'rice'. Cp. Oryza, risotto and the sec-

ond element in bahuvrilii.

Derivative: rice-y, adj.

rich, adj. — ME. riche, a blend of OE. rice,

'powerful, strong, noble, rich', and OF. (= F.)

riche, riche, 'rich'; this latter is borrowed fr.

Prankish *riki, 'powerful'. OE. rice and Prankish

*riki are rel. to OS. riki, ON. rlkr, OHG. rihhl,

'ruler; powerful, rich', Swed. rik, Dan. rig, 'rich',

OFris. rlke, Du. rijk, MHG. rich, riche, 'pow-

erful, rich', G. reich, 'rich', Goth, reiks, 'ruler;

powerful, rich'. These words derive fr. Teut.

*rik-, 'ruler', which is borrowed fr. Celtic *rlg-

(cp. Olr. ri, gen. rig), 'king', a cognate of OI.

raj-, rdjan-, L. rex, gen. regis, 'king'. According-

ly OE. rice, etc., orig. meant 'kingly, royal' [cp.

L. regius (see Regius)]. From this sense devel-

oped that of 'powerful', and finally that of 'rich'.

See regent, adj., and rex and cp. Reich, the first

element in Richard, Reichstag, Rigsdag, Rilis-

dag, rix-dollar, and the second element in Alaric,

Aubrey, bishopric, Emery, Eric, Frederic, Frede-

rica, GeoflTrey, Harriet, Henry, Roderick, Theo-

doric, Ulrica.

Derivatives: riches (q.v.), rich-ling, n., rich-ly,

adv., rich-ness, n.

Richard, masc. PN. — ME. Rycharde, fr. OF. (
=

F.) Richard, fr. OHG. Ricohard, which is com-

pounded ofTeut. *nfc-, 'ruler', and*Aar()«,"hard'.

See rich and hard and cp. diclt, dickens, hick.

richellite, n., a hydrous iron fluophosphate (min-

eral.) — Named after Richelle, near Vise, in

Belgium. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

riches, n. pi. — Orig. the word was a sing; ME.
rlchesse, fr. OF. richece (F. richesse), fr. riche,

'rich'. See rich. For the F. suff. -esse see 2nd siiff.

-ess. For a similar exceptional development of

F. -esse into E. -es (inst. of into -ess) cp. laches.

richterite, n., a variety of amphibole (mineral.)— .

G. Richterit, named after the German miiW-

alogist Theodor Richter. The ending -it goes

back to Gk. -txTji;. See subst. suff. -ite.

Ricinus, n., a genus of plants (family Euphorbia-

ceae). — L., 'the castor-oil plant', which is of

uncertain origin.

rick, n., pile, stack. — ME. reke, fr. OE. hreac,

rel. to ON. hraukr, Du. rook, 'heap', and pos-

sibly to ON. hryggr, OE. hrycg, 'back, ridge'.

See ridge and cp. ruck, 'crowd, herd'.

Derivatives: rick, tr. v., to heap up in ricks,

rick-er, n.

rick, tr. v., to sprain; n., a sprain. — A var. spell-

ing of wrick.

ricl^ardlte, n., a copper telluride (mineral.) —
Named after the American mining engineer

Thomas Arthur Rickard (1864-1953). For the

ending see subst. suff. -Ite.
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rickets, n. — Fr. rachitis; influenced in form by

rick or wrick, 'to twist, sprain'.

rickety, adj. — Prob. fr. prec. word with adj. suff.

-y-

Derivative; ricketi-ness, n.

Rickettsia, n., a genus of bacilluslike parasites

(bacterial.)— ModL., named by da Rocha Lima

in honor of the American pathologist Howard

Taylor Ricketts (1871-1910). For the ending see

1st suflF. -ia.

rickle, n., a small heap or pile. — Formed fr.

rick, 'pile', with dimin. suff. -le.

Derivative: rickle, tr. v.

riclu-ack, n., serpentine braid of silk, cotton or

wool. — Antiphonic reduplication of rack, 'to

stretch'.

ricksha(w), n. — Abbreviation ofjinricksha (q.v.)

ricochet, n., the rebounding of an object. — F.,

of uncertain origin.

Derivative: ricochet, intr. v.

rictal, adj., pertaining to a rictus. — See next

word and adj. suff. -at.

rictus, n., opening of the mouth, gape. — L. ric-

tus, pp. of ringl, 'to open wide the mouth'. See

ringent.

rid, tr. v. — ME. ruden, ryden, fr. ON. rydja, 'to

clear, empty, rid', which is rel. to OHG., MHG.
riuten, G. reuten, 'to clear land', OHG. rlutl,

'cleared land', and to OFris. rothla, MLG. ro-

den, MHG. roten, G. roden, 'to clear', and prob.

cogn. with Avestic rao(i)dya, 'to cultivate';

prob. fr. I.-E. "reudh-, 'to clear land', enlarge-

ment of base *reu-, 'to dig up', whence also L.

ruere, 'to dig up'. (L ruere in this sense is not

rel. to ruere, 'to fall down' (see ruin).

Derivative: ridd-ance, n.

ridable, adj. — Formed fr. ride with suff. -able.

Derivatives: ridable-ness, n., rldabl-y, adv.

riddel, also ridel, n., a church curtain. — ME. ri-

del, riddel, fr. OF. ridel (F. rideau), 'curtain', fr.

rider, 'to wrinkle', a loan word fr. OHG. rldan,

'to turn, twist'. For sense development cp. OHG
reld, 'crisp, frizzy'.

ridden, pp. of ride.— ME. riden, fr. OE. (ge)rlden,

pp. of rldan. See ride.

riddle, n., enigma, puzzle. — ME. redels, rldeles,

fr. OE. rxdels, rSedelse, formed with the subst.

suff. -els fr. OE. rxdan, 'to advise, counsel, de-

liberate, guess, interpret, read'. The s in ME.
redels was mistaken for the suff. of the plural

and accordingly dropped. Cp. OS. radlsll, MDu.
raedsel, Du. raadsel, MHG. ratsel, G. Rdtsel,

'riddle', and see read.

Derivatives: riddle, tr. and intr. v., ridd-ler, n.,

riddl-ing, adj., rlddl-lng-ly, adv.

riddle, n., sieve. — ME. riddel, ridel, fr. OE.

hriddel, formed with dissimilation fr. earlier

hrldder, 'a coarse sieve', which is rel. to OS.

hrida, OHG. rttera, MHG. riter, G. Reiter, fr.

Teut. base *hri-, 'to sift', whence also ON.
hreinn, OHG. hreini, Goth, hrains, 'clean, pure'.

The corresponding I.-E. base is *(s)q{e)reii)-.

whence L. crlbrum, 'sieve, riddle', Olr. criathar,

OW. cruitr, OCo. crolder, MBret. croezr, 'sieve',

Gk. xpfvELv, 'to separate, distinguish, decide',

L. cernere, 'to distinguish', certus, 'certain'. See

certain and cp. cribriform.

riddle, tr. and intr. v., to sift. — ME. rlddlen,

rldlen, fr. riddel, ridel. See riddle, 'sieve'.

Derivatives: riddl-er, n., riddl-ing, adj., rlddl-

Ings, n. pi.

ride, intr. and tr. v. — ME. riden, fr. OE. rldan,

rel. to OS. ridan, ON. rlda, OFris. rlda, MDu.
riden, Du. rijden, OHG. rttan, MHG. rlten, G.

relten. The original meaning of these words was

'to move, go, travel'. They are cognate with

Gaul.-L. raeda, 'a travelling carriage', Olr. ria-

dalm, 'I ride, travel', rlad, 'a riding, traveling'.

Cp. ready, road. Cp. also the second element in

palfrey.

Derivatives: ride, n., ridable (q.v.), rider (q.v.),

rld-ing, n.

rider, n.— ME., fr. OE. rldere, fr. rldan, 'to ride'.

See prec. word and agential suff. -er.

ridge, n.— ME. rlgge, 'back, ridge', fr. OE. hrycg,

rel. to ON. hryggr, Dan. ryg, Swed. rygg, OFris.

hregg, OS. hruggl, Du. rug, OHG. hrukkl, later

ruckl, MHG. rucke, riicke, G. Riicken, 'the

back', possibly also to ON. hraukr, OE. hreac,

'heap' (see rick, 'pile'); perh. cogn. with L. crux,

'cross'. See cross and cp. rick, ruck, 'a crowd',

and the first element in rucksack. Cp. also rung.

Derivatives: ridge, n., ridg-ing, n., rldg-ing-ly,

adv., ridg-y, adj.

ridicule, n. — F., adj. and n., fr. L. ridiculus, 'that

which excites laughter, ridiculous', ridiculum,

'jest', prop. neut. adj. used as a noun, fr. rldere,

'to laugh'. See risible.

Derivatives: ridicule, tT.\.,rldicul-er, n., ridicu-

lous (q.v.)

ridiculous, adj. — Fr. L. ridiculosus, 'laughable',

fr. ridiculus. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: ridlculous-ly, adv., rldlculous-ness,

n.

riding, n., the act of one who rides. — Formed

fr. ride, with -ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

riding, n., one of the three administrative districts

of Yorkshire.— ME. (th)riding, fr. OE. -priding,

'a third part", fr. ON. pridjungr, 'a third part',

fr. pridi, 'third'. See third and 3rd -ing. The

initial p (in OE. -priding) was absorbed by the

final d in the word nord frequently preceding it,

thus North thriding became North riding.

ridotto, n., entertainment. — It., orig. 'a with-

drawing-room', prop. pp. of ridurre, 'to lead

back', in the reflexive sense 'to withdraw, re-

treat', fr. L. reducere. See reduce and cp. re-

doubt, n., and reduit.

riebeckite, n., a mineral of the amphibole group.

— G. Riebecklt, named after the German
mineralogist Emil Rlebeck. The ending -II goes

back to Gk. -fT»)i;; see subst. suff. -ite.

rieyer, n. — See reaver.

rifadmeiito, n., recasting of a literary or musical



rife

work. — It., lit. 'remaking', fr. rifac-, pres. stem

of rifare, 'to remake', fr. VL. *refacere (corre-

sponding to L. reficere), fr. re- and facere, 'to

make, do'. See fact and -ment and cp. refection,

rife, adj., prevalent, abundant. — ME. rif, rive,

fr. OE. ryfe, 'abundant, frequent', rel. to ON.
rlfr, MDu. rijf, MLG. rive, 'abundant, gener-

ous'.

Derivatives: rife-ly, adv., rife-ness, n.

riffle, n., 1) a shoal; 2) a way of shuffling cards.—
Rel. to ripple.

Derivative :>/j(ffe, tr. and intr. v.

riffle, n., a groove. — Cp. G. riefetn, 'to groove',

and see rifle, 'to make grooves in'.

riffler, n., a small file with curved ends. — F.

rifloir, formed fr. rifler, 'to file', with suff. -oir (fr.

L. -orium). See 2nd rifle and subst. sutT. -cry.

riffraff, n., rabble. — ME. riffand raff, fr. OF. rif

et raf, rifle et rafle, 'one and all', later used in the

sense of 'rabble'. See rifle, 'to plunder', and

raffle, 'lottery'.

rifle, tr. v., to plunder. — ME. riflen, fr. OF.

rifler, 'to ransack, plunder; to plane (whence F.

rifler, 'to plane, file, scrape'), fr. OHO. riffilon,

'to tear by rubbing', which is rel. to ON. rifa, 'to

tear, break'. See rive and cp. rifle, 'to make
grooves in'. Cp. also the first element in riffraff.

rifle, tr. v., to make grooves in (a gun barrel) —
F. rifler, 'to plane, file, scrape'. See prec. word.

Derivatives; rifle, n. (q.v.), rift-ed, adj., rifl-er,

n., rifl-ery, n., rifl-ing, n.

rifle, n., a portable firearm. — Fr. prec. word in

the sense of rifled (i.e. grooved) musket.

rift, n., an opening; a cleft. — ME., of Scand.

origin. Cp. Dan. and Norw. rift, 'a breach', ON.
ript, 'the breach of a contract', ripa, 'to break a

contract', and see rive.

Derivatives: rift, tr. v., to split, rift-er, n., rift-

less, adj., rift-y, adj.

rig, tr. v., to fit (a ship, mast, etc.) with sails. —
ME. riggen, of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. rigga, 'to

wrap round', Swed. and Norw. rigga, 'to rig".

Derivatives: rig, n. (q.v.), rigg-er, n., rigg-ing, n.

rig, n., the distinctive arrangement of the sails,

masts, etc., on a ship. — Cp. Swed. and Norw.

rigg and see prec. word.

rig, tr. v., to manipulate fraudulently ;n., a fraud-

ulent scheme; trick. — Of uncertain etymolo-

gy. Cp. the second element in thimblerig.

Riga balsam, balsam obtained from the Swiss

pine. — Named after Riga, capital of Latvia.

rigadoon, n., a dance. — F. rigaudon, rigodon;

according to J. J. Rousseau in Dictionnaire de

musique named after Rigaud, the inventor of

this dance. According to Mistral, Rigaud was a

renowned dancing master at Marseilles.

Rigel, n., a star in the left foot of the constellation

Orion. — Arab, rifl, 'foot'. See Regulus, name
of a star.

rigescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

rigescent, adj., becoming stiff. — L. rigescens.
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gen. -entis, pres. part, of rigescere, 'to become

stiff', inchoative formed fr. rigere, 'to be stiff'.

See rigid and -escent.

right, adj. — ME. riht, right, fr. OE. riht, 'right,

straight, erect', rel. to OS., OHG., MHG. reht,

G. recht, ON. rettr, Goth, raihts, and cogn. with

Gk. opeitToi;, 'stretched out, upright' (prop,

verbal adj. of opsy^iv, 'to reach, stretch out, ex-

tend'), L. rectus, 'straight, right' (prop. pp. of

regere, 'to keep straight, lead, conduct, direct'),

Olr. recht, 'law', W. rhaith, Bret, reiz, 'just,

righteous, wise', fr. I.-E. base *reg-, 'to stretch,

straighten; straight, right; to lead, direct, rule'.

See regent, adj., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : right, n., right-ly, adv., right-ness, n.

right, n. — ME. riht, right, fr. OE. riht. See right,

adj.

Derivatives: right-ful, adj., right-ful-ly, adv.,

right-ful-ness, n., right-less, adj., right-less-ness,

n.

right, tr. and intr. v. — ME. rihten, righten, fr.

OE. rihtan, fr. riht, adj. — Cp. OS. rihtian, ON.

retta, 'to straighten, make right', OHG., MHG.
rihten, G. richten, of s.m., Goth, garaihtjan, 'to

guide', and see right, adj.

Derivative: right-able, adj.

right, adv. — ME. riht, right, fr. OE. rihte, fr.

riht. See right, adj.

righteous, adj. — Fr. earlier rightwise, fr. ME.

rightwise, fr. OE. rihtwis, fr. riht, 'right', and

wis, 'wise, learned' (see right, adj., and wise,

adj.); refashioned with suff. -ous on analogy of

duteous, piteous, etc.

Derivatives : righteous-ty, adv., righteous-ness, n.

rightward, adj. — Compounded of right and

-ward, adj. suff.

rightward, rightwards, adv. — Compounded of

right and adv. suff. -ward, resp. -wards,

rigid, adj., stiff; strict. — L. rigidus, 'hard, stiff,

rough, severe', fr. rigere, 'to be stiff', which is

rel. to rigor, 'stiffness', and cogn. with Gk. plyo?

(for *(s?l-{oi;), 'frost, cold". See frigid and cp.

rigescent, rigor and the first element in rliigo-

lene.

Derivatives: rigidity (q.v.), rigid-ly, adv., rigid-

ness, n.

rigidity, n. — L. rigiditds, 'stiffness', fr. rigidus.

See prec. word and -ity.

rigmarole, n., confused, incoherent talk. — Ear-

lier ragman-roll, 'document with a long list of

names'. See ragman,

rigol, n., ring; gutter, groove. — F. rigole, 'small

ditch, channel, gutter', fr. OF. regol, the blend

of MDu. regel, 'row, straight line', and richel,

'gutter', which are both borrowed fr. L. regula,

'a straight piece of wood, rule'. See rule,

rigolet, n., a small stream.— Amer. F., dimin. of

F. rigole. See prec. word and -et.

rigor, rigour, n., stiffness; strictness. — ME. ri-

gour, fr. MF. (= F.)rigueur, fr. h. rigorem, ace.

of rigor, 'stiffness, hardness', which is rel. to

rigere, 'to be- stiff'. See rigid and -or, -our.

Derivatives: rigo(u)r-ism, n., rigo(u)r-ist, n.,

rigo(u)r-ist-ic, adj., rigorous (q.v.)

rigorous, adj. — ME., fr. ML. rigorosus, fr. L.

rigor. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: rigorous-ly, adv., rigorous-ness, n.

Rigsdag, n., the Danish Parliament. — Dan., lit.

'day of the kingdom', fr. rige, 'kingdom', and

dag, 'day'. For the first element see Reich, for

the second see day (q.v.) Cp. Reichstag, Riksdag.

Rig-Veda, n., the oldest collection of hymns in

Vedic literature. — OL Rgvedah, compounded

of rk, 'praise, hymn', and vedah, 'knowledge,

sacred book'. The first element is rel. to OI.

tkvdh, 'praising', drcati, 'shines, greets, praises',

and cogn. with Hitt. arkuwar, 'prayer,' Toch.

AB yark-, 'to honor'. For the second element

see Veda.

Riksdag, n., the Swedish Parliament. — Swed.,

lit. 'day of the kingdom', fr. rike, 'kingdom',

and dag, 'day'. For the first element see Reich,

for the second see day. Cp. Reichstag, Rigsdag.

rile, tr. v., to make muddy. — A var. of roil.

rilievo, n., relief. — It., fr. L. relevdre, 'to raise'.

See relief, 'raised work', and relieve and cp.

basso-rilievo, cavo-relievo.

rill, n., a small brook, rivulet. — LG. rille or Du.

rit, 'a small brook or channel', rel. to Fris. rill,

'narrow passage', fr. Teut. *ridele, a diminutive.

Cp. OE. rid, 'stream, rivulet', MLG. ride, 'wa-

tercourse', which derive fr. I.-E. base "rei-, 'to

move, flow, run', whence also L. rivus (for *rei-

^os), 'brook, stream'. See rival. G. Rille, Dan.

rille, 'furrow', derive fr. LG. rille.

Derivatives: rill, intr. v., to flow as a rill, rill-et,

n., a small rill.

rillettes, rilletts, n. pi., potted meat.— F. rillettes,

rel. to rillons, 'greaves of pork', fr. rille, 'piece of

pork', a dialectal var. of OF. reille, 'small plank,

lath', itself a popular collateral form of regie,

'rule, plank'. See rule and dimin. suff. -ette.

rim, n., edge, border. — ME. rime, rim, fr. OE.

rima, 'border, bank, coast', rel. to ON. rime,

rimi, 'a raised strip of land, ridge", and to rand.

Derivatives: rim, tr. v., rim-less, adj., rimm-ed,

adj., rimm-er, n.

rim, n., peritoneum (obsol.) — ME. reme, rim,

fr. OE. reoma, 'membrane, ligament', rel. to

MLG. reme, OS., OHG. riomo, MHG. rieme,

G. Riemen, 'strap".

rima, n., cleft, fissure (biol.) — L. rima, 'crack,

cleft, fissure', prob. standing for *rei-md or *ri-

ma, and cogn. with Lett, riewa, 'slit, slash',

Lith. rieva, 'cleft, rock', raive, 'a strip", prob.

also with OE. raw, r^w, 'row'. See row, 'line',

and cp. rimose.

Derivatives: rim-al, adj., rimose (q.v.), rim-ous,

adj.

rime, n. — See rhyme, n.

rime, v. — See rhyme, v.

rime, n., hoarfrost. — ME. rim, fr. OE. hrim,

'hoarfrost', rel. to ON. hrlm, Du. rijm and to

OS. hrlpo, MDu. ripe, Du. rijp, OHG. hrlffo.

later rifo, MHG. rife, G. Keif, and prob. cogn.

with Lett, kreims, 'cream', kriet, 'to skim the

cream off'. F.frimas, 'hoarfrost', is a Teut. loan

word; cp. Frimaire.

Derivative: rim-y, adj.

rimose or rimous, adj., full of fissures. — L. rimo-

sus, fr. rima. See rima and adj. suff. -ose, resp.

-ous.

Derivatives: rimose-ly, adv., rimos-ity, n.

rimple, n., wrinkle. — Prob. fr. MLG.-MDu.
(= Du.) rimpel, 'wrinkle', which is rel. to MHG.
rimpfen, 'to wrinkle', OE. gehrumpen (pp.),

'wrinkled'. See rumple.

Derivative: rimple, tr. and intr. v.

rimula, n., a small fissure (anat.) — Medical L.

rlmula, dimin. of L. rima. See rima and -ule.

rind, n., 1) the bark of a tree; 2) the peel of a

fruit; 3) the crust of bread. — ME. rinde, fr.

OE. rind, rinde, 'bark, crust', rel. to OS. rinda,

MLG. rinde, MDu. rinde, rende, OHG. rinda,

rinta, MHG. rinde, rinte, G. Rinde, and to OE.

rendan, 'to rend'. See rend, 'to tear'.

Derivative: rind, tr. v., to remove the rind.

rinderpest, n., cattle plague (veler.) — G., fr.

Kinder, pi. of Rind (fr. MHG. rint, fr. OHG.
hrind, rind), 'ox', and Pest, 'pestilence'. For the

first element see rother, runt and cp. reindeer,

for the second see pest.

rinforzando, adj., strengthening, reinforcing (mu-

sical direction).— It., fr. rinforzare, 'to strength-

en, reinforce', fr. re- and inforzare, fr. in- (fr. L.

in; see in-, 'in') and/o/'za, 'force', fr. W^.fortia,

prop. neut. pi. of L. fortis, 'strong', but mis-

taken for a fern. sing. noun. See fort and cp.

force, n. Cp. also sforzando.

ring, n., circle. — ME. ring, fr. OE. hring, rel. to

ON. hringr, OS., OFris. hring, Dan., Swed., Du.

ring, OHG. hring, later ring, MHG. rinc,

ringes, G. Ring, and cogn. with OSlav. krggH,

'circle', krqglu, 'round', and with Umbr. cringa-

tro, 'shoulder band'. Cp. ranch, rang, rank, 'a

row', rink, rung. Cp. also harangue and the first

element in ribbon.

Derivatives: ring, tr. and intr. v., to encircle,

ring-ed, adj., ring-er, n., ring-ing, n., ring-less,

adj., ring-let, n., ring-let-ed, ring-let-y, adjs.

ring, intr. v., to sound; tr. v., to cause to sound.

— ME. ringen, fr. OE. hringan, rel. to ON.
hringja, Swed. ringa, MDu., Du. ringen; of

imitative origin.

Derivatives: ring, n., a sound produced by

metal, ring-er, n., ring-ing, n.

ringent, adj., opened wide. — L. ringens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of ringi, 'to open wide the

mouth', which prob. stands for *rengi and is

cogn. with OSlav. r^gnqti, 'to open, gape, yawn',

rqgi, 'disgrace, scorn, disdain'. Cp. rictus. For

the ending see suff. -ent.

rink, n., a part of a bowling green, curling pond,

etc. — Prob. fr. OF. renc, 'row, rank', whence

F. rang and E. rank; ult. connected with ring,

'circle'.
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Derivatives: rink, intr. v., rink-er, n.

rinkite, n., a silicate of cerium, etc. {mineral.) —
Named after the Dane Hinrich J. Rink, in-

spector in Greenland. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

rinneite, n., a chloride of iron, potassium and

sodium (mineral.) — G. Rinneit, named after

the German mineralogist Professor Fritz Rinne.

The ending -it goes back to Gk. -ity)? ; see subst.

suff. -ite.

rinse, tr. v. — ME. rincen, fr. OF. reincier, rain-

cier (F. rincer), prob. dissimilated fr. recincier,

fr. VL. *recentidre, 'to make fresh, to wash,

cleanse with water', fr. Late L. recentare, 'to

make fresh', fr. L. recens, gen. /-ecenr/i, 'new,

fresh'. See recent.

Derivatives: rinse, n., rins-ings, n. pi.

rio, n., a river. — Sp. rio, fr. L. rivus, 'brook,

stream', for *rei-^os, lit. 'that which flows', fr.

l.-E. base *rei-, 'to flow'. See rival and cp. ria

and the first element in rialto.

riot, n. — ME. riote, riot, fr. OF. riote (F. riotte),

fr. rioter, rihoter, 'to make a disturbance', which

is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: riot, v. (q.v.), riot-ist, n., riot-ist-ic,

adj., riot-ous, adj., riot-ous-ly, adv., riot-ous-

ness, n., riot-ry, n.

riot, intr. v.— ME. rioten, fr. riote, riot. See riot, n.

Derivatives: riot-er, n., riot-ing, adj., riot-ing-ly,

adv.

riotous, adj. — ME., fr. OF. rioteus, fr. riote,

'riot'. See riot, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: riotous-ly, adv., riotous-ness, n.

rip, tr. and intr. v., to tear off, divide. — Of

Scand. or LG. origin. Cp. Fris. rippe, 'to tear

off", MLG. reppen, Flemish rippen, Swed. reppa,

Dan. rippe, 'to tear, rip' ; possibly of imitative

origin.

Derivatives: rip, n., a tear, a rent, ripp-ahle, adj.,

ripp-er, n., ripp-ing, adj., ripp-ing-ly, adv., ripp-

ing-ness, n.

rip, n., a worthless person. — Prob. a var. of

rep, abbreviation of reprobate.

riparian, adj., pertaining to the bank of a river. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. riparius, 'that which

frequents riverbanks', fr. ripa, 'riverbank, sea-

shore", which is prob. cogn. with Gk. spstTrstv,

'to tear down', epiTTvr,, 'a broken cliff or crag',

ON. rifa, 'to tear, break', MHG. rif, 'river-

bank'. See rive, river, and cp. Ripuarian. For the

ending see suff. -ian.

riparious, adj., growing along the banks of

rivers. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. riparius.

See prec. word.

ripe, adj. — ME., fr. OE. ripe, rel. to OS. ripi,

MDu. ripe, Du. rijp, OHG. nT?, MHG. rife, G.

reif. These words are verbal adjs. formed from

OE. ripan, 'to reap', resp. its correspondences

in the other Teut. languages. See reap.

Derivatives: ripe, v. (q.v.), ripe-ly, adv., rip-en,

intr. and tr. v., rip-en-er, n., ripeness (q.v.),

ripen-ing, adj., ripen-ing-ly, adv.

ripe, tr. and intr. v., to ripen. — ME. ripen, fr.

OE. ripian, fr. ripe, 'ripe'. See ripe, adj.

ripeness, n. — ME. ripenes, fr. OE. ripnes, fr. ripe,

'ripe'. See ripe, adj., and -ness.

riposte, n., 1) a quick thrust after parrying a

lunge (fencing) ; 2) a sharp retort. — F. riposte,

dissimilated fr. It. risposta, prop. fem. pp. of

rispondere, 'to reply', fr. L. respondere, of s.m.

See respond,

ripple, tr. v., to cleanse (flax or hemp) by remov-

ing the seeds. — ME. rippelen, riplen, rel. to

Du. repelen, G. riffeln, 'to ripple', and to OE.

repan, ripan, 'to reap'- See reap,

ripple, n., flax comb. — Prob. fr. prec. word; rel.

to MLG., Du. repel, G. Riffel, 'flax comb'.

ripple, intr. v., to move in small waves; tr. v., to

cause to ripple. — ME. ripelen, 'to scratch'. Cp.

riffle, rumple.

Derivatives: ripple, n., slight motion of the

waves; wavelet, rippl-et, n., a small ripple.

Ripuarian, adj., pertaining to the Franks settled

on both sides of the Rhine near Cologne. —
Lit. 'living on the banks of a river', fr. ML. ri-

pudrius, the same as L. riparius. See riparian.

For sense development cp. Lithuanian.

rise, intr. v.— ME. risen, fr. OE. risan, rel. to OS.

risan, ON. risa, Goth, ur-reisan, 'to rise', OHG.
risan, 'to rise, flow', G. reisen, 'to travel' (the

original meaning was 'to rise for a journey').

These words possibly derive fr. L-E. base *rei-,

'to move, flow, run', whence L. rivus, 'brook,

stream'. See rival and cp. arise, raise, rear.

Derivatives: rise, n., ris-er, n., ris-ing, adj. and

n.

risen, pp. of rise. — ME. risen, fr. OE. (ge)risen,

pp. of risan. See rise.

risible, adj. — F., fr. Late L. rlsibilis, 'able to

laugh', fr. L. risus, pp. of ridere, 'to laugh',

which is prob. cogn. with OI. vridyali, vridyate,

'is ashamed". For sense development cp. OI.

vismdyate, 'is astonished, confounded, perplex-

ed', fr. smdyate, 'smiles, blushes'. Cp. arride,

deride, derision, riant, ridiculous, risorius, risus.

Derivatives: risible-ness, n., risibt-y, adv.

risk, n. — F. risque, fr. It. risco (now preferably

rischio), back formation from risicare (now

preferably rischiare), 'to risk', fr. VL. *risicdre,

which is prob. a derivative of Gk. pi!^a, 'root'

(see rhizo-), used also in the sense of 'cliff, crag'.

Accordingly VL. *risicdre orig. meant 'to navi-

gate among cliffs'. OProven?. rezegue, Sp.

riesgo and G. Risiko, 'risk', are Italian loan

words. Some authorities derive It. risco fr.

Arab, rizq, 'subsistence'. It is difficult, however,

to explain how this meaning developed into

that of 'danger, risk'. Cp. risque.

Derivatives: risk-ful, adj., risk-ful-ness, n., risk-

y, adj., risk-i-ly, adv., risk-i-ness, n., risk-less,

adj.

risk, tr. and intr. v. — F. risquer, fr. It. rischiare.

See risk, n.

Derivative: risk-er, n.

t.

•-1

risorius, n., name of a muscle of the cheek (anat.)

— Medical L. (mUsculus) risorius, '(the muscle)

that causes laughter', coined by the Italian anat-

omist Giovanni Domenico Santorini (1681-

1736), fr. L. risus, pp. of ridere, 'to laugh'. See

risible.

risotto, n., rice cooked in broth with meat and

cheese. — It., fr. riso, 'rice'. See rice,

risque, adj., risky; tending toward impropriety.

— F., pp. ot risquer, 'to risk'. See risk, v.

risus, n., laughter. — L. risus, gen. -Us, fr. risus,

pp. of ridere, 'to laugh'. See risible.

rissole, n., minced-meat fritter. — F., fr. OF.

roissole (occurring in the XIII cent.), fr. VL.

*russeola, dimin. formed fr. L. russeus, 'red-

dish', fr. russus, 'red' (see russet and dimin. suff.

-ole); so called from its color.

ritardando, adj., retarding (musical direction). —
It., fr. ritardare, 'to make slow', fr. L. retarddre,

'to keep back, hinder, delay'. See retard.

rite, n., a ceremonial act. — ME., fr. L. ritus,

'religious custom, usage, ceremony', cogn. with

Gk. api&ixoi;, 'number", OHG., OE. rim,

'number', Olr. rim, 'number', do-rimu, 'I

number, count, enumerate'. All these words are

derivatives of I.-E. base *ri-, 'to count, num-

ber', which is prob. an enlargement of base

*ar-, 'to join', whence Goth, arms, OE. earm,

arm, etc., 'the upper limb'. See arm, 'the upper

limb', and cp. ritual. Cp. also arithmetic, rhyme.

rittingerite, n., a compound of arsenic, selenium

and silver (mineral.) — Named after the Aus-

trian mining official Peter Rittinger. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

ritual, adj. — L. ritudlis, fr. ritus, 'rite'. See rite

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: ritual, n., ritual-ism, n., ritual-ist,

n., ritual-ist-ic, adj., ritual-ist-ic-al-ly, adv., rit-

ual-ity, n., ritual-ly, adv.

ritzy, adj., too smart (slang). — Prop, 'imitating

the Ritz hotel in London'. The hotel was so

called because it was founded by Cesar Ritz,

a Swiss restaurateur (1815-1918). For the ending

see suff. -y.

rivage, n., shore, bank. — F., fr. OF. rive, 'bank',

fr. L. ripa. See river and -age.

rival, n. and adj. — MF. (= F.), fr. L. rivalis,

'pertaining to a brook; one who uses the same

brook; neighbor; competitor, rival', fr. rivus,

'brook, stream". In English, rival first meant

'partner, colleague". Cp. the words of Bernardo

in Hamlet 1 : "If you do meet Horatio and Mar-

cellus, The rivals of my watch"". — L. rivus

stands for *rei-'^'os and lit. means 'that which

flows or runs", fr. I.-E. base *rei-, 'to move,

flow, run", whence also OI. ritidti, rinvati,

'causes to flow', ritift, 'stream, course',

OSlav, rfka, 'river', suroj, 'confluence', roj,

'swarm of bees", riruiti, rijali, 'to flow, run', MIr.

rian, 'river, way', Olr. riathor, 'a torrent', OW.
reatir, 'waterfall', W. rhid, 'seed', Gaul. Renos

(whence L. Rhenus), 'Rhine', lit. 'that which

flows', OE. rid, 'stream, rivulet'. See orient, n.,

and cp. Rhenish, ria, rill, rio, rivose, rivulet. Cp.

also rise.

Derivatives: rival, tr. and intr. v., rival-ism, n.,

rival-ry, n., rival-ship, n.

rive, tr. v., to tear, rend. — ME. riven, fr. ON.

rifa, 'to tear, break', which is rel. to MHG. rif,

'riverbank, seashore', and prob. cogn. with Gk.

ECSiTCSt.v, 'to tear down', epmvr], 'a broken cliff

or crag', L. ripa, 'riverbank, seashore'. Cp.

rifle, 'to plunder', rifle, 'to make grooves in',

rift, rivel. Cp. also riparian, river,

rivel, intr. and tr. v., to wrinkle. — ME. rivelen,

back formation fr. OE. rifelede, 'wrinkled',

which is rel. to OE. gerifod, 'wrinkled', ON.

rifa, 'to tear, break'. See prec. word.

riven, adj., prop. pp. of rive. — ME., fr. ON.

rifinn, pp. of rifa, 'to tear, break'. See rive,

river, n. — ME. rivere, fr. OF. rivere, riviere,

'land lying along a river; river' (whence F.

riviere, 'river'), fr. Late L. ripdria (scil. terra),

'land lying along a riverbank', fem. of riparius,

'of a riverbank', fr. ripa, 'riverbank, seashore'.

See riparian and cp. rive. Cp. also rivage, river-

ain, riviere, arriba, arrive, derive.

Derivatives: river-ed, adj., river-ine, adj., river-

let, n., river-y, adj.

riverain, adj., pertaining to the bank(s) of a river.

^- F., fr. MF. riveran, fr. rivere, riviere (F.

riviere), 'river, stream', and suff. -ain, fr. L.

-anus. See prec. word and -an.

Derivative: riverain, n., one dwelling on the

bank of a river.

rivet, n. — ME. ryvette, fr. OF. (= F.) river, 'to

clench', which is prob. borrowed fr. MDu.
wriven (Du. wrijven), 'to start, put in motion,

agitate'. F. river in the above sense has nothing

to do with river, 'to land' (which comes fr. L.

ripa, 'riverbank, seashore'; cp. arrive, der-

ive).

Derivatives: rivet, tr. v., rivet-er, n., rivet-ing, n.

riviere, n., a necklace of diamonds. — F., lit.

'stream'. See river.

rivose, adj., having sinuate and irregular furrows

(entomol.) — L. rivosus, 'full of streams', fr.

rivus, 'brook, stream". See rival and adj. suff.

-ose.

rivulet, n., a small stream. — It. rivoletto, dimin.

of rivolo, itself dimin. of rivo, 'brook, stream',

fr. L. rivus. See prec. word and the suffixes -ule

and -et.

rix-doUar, n., name of silver coins formerly cur-

rent in Holland, Scandinavia and Germany. —
Obsol. Du. rijcksdaler (now rijksdaalder), lit.

'dollar of the realm', fr. rijck (resp. rijk), 'king-

dom, realm', and daler (resp. daalder). Cp. Dan.

rigsdater, Swed. riksdaler, G. Reichstaler, and

see Reich and dollar.

riyal, also rial, n., 1) a coin of Saudi Arabia; 2)

a coin of Iraq. — Arab, riydl, fr. Sp. real. See

real, monetary unit.

rizzar, tr. v., to dry in the sun (Scot.)— MF. res-



sorer, 'to dry again', fr. re- (see re-) and sorer,

'to make red, to dry'.

Derivative: rizzar, n., drying in the sun.

roach, n., a freshwater fish of the carp family

{Leuciscus rutilus). — ME. roche, fr. MF., fr.

OF. roche, which is of uncertain origin.

roach, n., curved cut in the foot of a square sail.

— Of uncertain origin.

Derivative ; roach, tr. v., to cut with a roach.

roach, n. — Short for cockroach.

road, n. — ME. rode, 'riding, journey', fr. OE.

rdd, of s.m., fr. rlden, 'to ride'. Accordingly road

orig. meant 'a way for riding'. See ride.

Derivatives: road, tr. v., road-ing, n., road-less,

adj., road-less-ness, n., roadster, n.

roam, intr. v. — ME. romen, of uncertain origin.

Cp. ramble.

Derivatives: roam, n., roam-er, n., roam-ing,

adj., roam-ing-ly, adv.

roan, adj., bay, chestnut-colored (said of horses,

etc.) — MF. (= F.) rouan, fr. Sp. roano, fr.

OSp. raudano, fr. VL. *rdviddnus, fr. L. rdvidus,

'grayish', fr. rdvus, 'gray', which is cogn. with

ON. grdr, OE. grseg, 'gray'. See gray.

Derivative: roan, n., a roan horse.

roan, n., leather made of sheepskin. — Prob. fr.

Roan, the ME. spelling of Rouen, a city of

France.

roar, intr. and tr. v. — ME. roren, raren, fr. OE.

rdrian, rel. to MDu. reeren, 'to roar', OHG.
reren, MHO. reren, 'to bleat', G. rohren, 'to

troat', from the l.-E. imitative base *re-, *rd-,

'to cry, roar', whence also OI. rayati, 'barks',

Lith. reju, reti, 'to scold, chide', Lett, reju, riet,

'to bark', OSlav. revQ, rjevg, 'I roar', L. raucus

(for *ra"icos), 'hoarse'. See raucous and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: roar, n., roar-er, n., roar-ing, adj.

and n., roar-ing-ly, adv.

roast, tr. and intr. v. — ME. rosten, fr. OF. rostir

(F. rotir), fr. Prankish *hrausljan, which is rel.

to OHG. rosten (MHG. rasten, G. rosten), 'to

roast', fr. OHG. rost (MHG. rdst, G. Rost),

gridiron, grate', and to MDu. (= Du.) roos-

ten, 'to roast', fr. MDu. roost, 'gridiron, grate'.

Cp. roster.

Derivatives: roast-able, adj., roast-ing-Iy, adv.

roast, n. — ME. rost, fr. MF. rost (F. rot), fr. OF.

rost, fr. rostir, 'to roast'; partly directly fr. roast,

v.

rob, tr. and intr. v. — ME. robben, fr. OF. rober

(whence F. derober, 'to steal'), fr. OF. robe,

'booty; booty of garments; gown, dress, robe',

fr. WTeut. *rauha, booty'. Cp. OHG. roub,

'spoil, plunder', ro«i>on, 'to rob', and see reave.

Cp. also robe.

Rob, masc. PN. — Dimin. of Robert (q.v.)

robalo, n., any of the fishes of the family Centro-

pomidae. — Sp. robalo, orig. pronounced robalo

(as today in Galicia, Portugal and America),

metathesized fr. *lobarro (Catal. llobarro), fr.

lobo, 'wolf (used metaphorically in the sense of

a 'wolflike fish'), fr.L./«pu.?,'wolf '. See lupine, adj.

roband, also raband, robbin, n. (naut.) — Du.

raband, compounded of ra, 'sailyard', and band,

'band'. The first element is rel. to ON. ra, Dan.

raa, Swed. ra, Du. ra, MHG., G. rahe, 'sail-

yard', and possibly also to MHG., G. ragen,

etc., 'to jut out'; see rake, 'to project'. For the

second element see band, 'tie'.

robber, n. — ME. robbere, fr. OF. robere, fr.

rober, 'to rob'. See rob and agential suff. -er.

robbery, n. — ME. robberie, fr. OF. roberie, fr.

rober. See prec. word and -ery.

robe, n. — ME., fr. OF. robe, 'booty; booty of

garments; gown, dress, robe' (whence F., 'gown,

dress, robe'); see rob. Cp. OProveng. rauba,

'booty; gown, robe'. It. roba, 'things, goods;

stuff; cloth', Sp. ropa, 'clothes, clothing, dress,

garments, robe, gown', which are also borrow-

ed fr. WTeut. *rauba.

Derivatives: robe, tr. v., rob-er, n., rob-ing, n.

robe-de-chambre, a dressing gown. — F., lit. 'a

chamber gown'. See robe, de- and chamber.

Robert, masc. PN. — F., fr. OHG. Hruodperht,

Hrodperht, lit. 'bright with glory', fr. hruod-,

ruod- (in compounds), 'fame, glory", and beraht,

'bright'. For the first element see rummer, for

the second see bright. Cp. Rob, robbin, dobbin,

hob, 'fairy'. Cp. also the first element in Rode-

rick, Roger, Roland, Rudolph. Cp. also Rupert,

robin, n., name of several birds. — Short for

robin redbreast, orig. written Robin Redbreast,

from the PN. Robin, a dimin. of Robert.

Robinia, n., a genus of plants, the locust tree

(6of.) — ModL., named after the French bot-

anist Jean Robin (1550-1629) and his son Ves-

pasian (1579-1662), who first cultivated the

locust tree in Europe. For the ending see 1st

suff. -ia.

roble, n., any of several trees of the oak family. —
Sp., dissimilated fr. robre, fr. L. robur, gen. ro-

boris, 'oak'. Sec robust,

roborant, adj., strengthening. — L. rdbordns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of robordre, 'to strength-

en, invigorate", fr. robur, gen. roboris, 'strength".

See robust and -ant.

Derivative: roborant, n., a strengthening drug, a

tonic.

robot, n., an automaton; a mechanical man. —
Fr. Czech robotnik, 'slave", fr. roboia, "compul-

sory service", fr. rob, 'slave", rel. to OSlav.

raba, roba, 'slave", rabota, 'servitude, slavery',

and cogn. with Goth, arbaips, "hardship, toil,

work", OHG. arabeit, MHG. arebeit, arbeit,

'labor, soil, distress", G. Arbeit, 'work, labor",

ON. erfidi, OE. earfod{e), 'hardship, sufl"ering,

labor, work'. See orphan. The word robot be-

came popular through the play R.U.R. (Pos-

sum's [/niversal ifobots), written by Karel

Capek (1st edition 1920, English translation

1923).

Derivatives: robot-ism, a., robot-ize, tr. v.,

robot-iz-ation, n.
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roburite, n. , a flameless explosive.— Formed with

subst. suff. -ite fr. L. robur, 'strength' (see ro-

bust) ; so called because of the high power of

this explosive.

robust, adj., strong and healthy. — L. robustus,

'of oakwood, oaken, hard, firm, strong, robust',

lit. 'as strong as an oak', fr. robur, older robus,

'a very hard kind of oak; oak (in general);

hardness, strength, power'. L. robur orig.

meant 'the red or dark colored tree' ; it is rel. to

L. ruber, 'red", rdbigd, 'rust'. See red and cp.

roble, roborant, corroborate and the first ele-

ment in rumbustious. Cp. also rubric.

Derivatives: robust-ful, adj., robust-ful-ly, adv.,

robust-ful-ly, adv., robust-ful-ness, n., robust-ic,

adj., robust-ic-ity, n., robustious (q.v.)

robustious, adj., 1) robust, strong; 2) boisterous,

noisy (obsol.) — See robust and -ious and cp.

rambunctious.

Derivatives: robustious-ly, adv., robustious-ness,

n.

roc, n., a large, fabulous bird. — Fr. Arab, ruhh,

rohh, 'a large, fabulous bird', which is of Pers.

origin.

rocambole, n., a kind of leek used like garlic. —
F., fr. G. Rockenbolle, 'rocambole', lit. 'rye

bulb", fr. Rocken, a secondary form of Roggen,

'rye' and BoUe, 'bulb'. See rye and bowl, 'a

hollow vessel'.

Roccella, n., a genus of lichens {bot.) — ModL.,

a blend of It. rocca, 'rock' (see rock, 'stone'),

and orcella, 'archil' (see archil).

rochet, n., a white ecclesiastical vestment.— ME.,

fr. MF. (= F.) rochet, fr. OF., fr. Frankish

*rok-, which is rel. to OHG. roc, roch, 'coat'.

See frock and -et. It. rocchetto, Sp., Port, ro-

quete, 'rochet", are also Teut. loan words.

Derivative: rochet-ed, adj.

rochet, n., the red gurnard. — ME. rochet, roget,

fr. MF. (= F.) rouget, fr. OF., fr. rouge, 'red',

fr. L. rubeus, 'reddish", which is rel. to ruber,

'red". See red and -et and cp. rubric.

rock, n., stone. — ME. rokke, fr. ONF. rogue,

corresponding to OF. (= F.) roche, fr. VL.

*rocca, a word of Celtic origin. (Cp. Bret.

roch.) See Hermann Paul, GrundriB der ger-

manischen Philologie, 2nd edition, Strassburg,

I, 929. Cp. It. rocca, Sp. roca, 'rock, stone". Cp.

also rococo.

Derivatives: rock-ery, n., rock-y, adj.

rock, tr. v., to move to and fro; intr. v., to sway

to and fro. — ME. rocken, fr. OE. roccian, rel.

to ON. rykkja, "to pull, tear, move", Dan.

rykke, Swed. rycka, 'to pull, pluck", Dan. rokke,

'to move", MLG., MDu. rucken, Du. rukken,

OHG. rucchan, rucken, MHG. rucken, rucken,

G. rucken, 'to move jerkily", ON. rykkr, MLG.
ruck, Du. ruk, MHG. rue, G. Ruck, 'a jerk'. Cp.

rack, 'to move with a particular gait'.

Derivatives : rocA:, n., the act ofrocking, rock-er,

n., rock-y, adj., rock-i-ly, adv., rock-i-ness, n.

rock, n., distaff (hist.) — ME. rok, rel. to ON.

rokkr, Dan. rok, Swed. rock, MLG. rocken>

MDu. rocken, rocke, Du. rokken, OHG. rocko,

ro(c)cho, MHG. rocke, G. Rocken, 'distaff'; fr.

I.-E. base *rug-, 'to spin'. See frock and cp.

rochet, 'white ecclesiastical vestment'. Cp. also

next word.

rocket, n., firework. — It, rocchetta, dimin. of

rocca, 'distaff', which is a Teut. loan word [cp.

OHG. rocko, roic)cho, 'distaff', and see prec.

word] ; so called from its resemblance to a dis-

taff. For the ending see suff. -et. Cp. ratchet.

Derivatives: rocket, intr. and tr.v., rocket-er,n.

rocket, n., any plant of the genus Hesperis. —
F. roquette, fr. It. rochetta, an earlier var. of

rucchetta, dimin. of ruca, fr. L. e-ruca, 'cole-

wort', which is of uncertain origin.

rococo, n., a style of architecture. — Lit. 'rock

work', fr. F. rocaille, 'rock work, grotto work'

(see rock, 'stone'); so called in allusion to the

use of shells and scrolls in this kind of architec-

ture.

Derivative: rococo, adj.

rod, n. — ME., fr. OE. rodd, rel. to ON. rudda,

'club', of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: rod-less, adj., rodlet (q.v.)

rode, past tense of ride. — ME. rood, fr. OE. rdd,

past tense of ridan. See ride.

rodent, adj., gnawing. — L. rodens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of rddere, 'to gnaw, eat away, cor-

rode', which stands in gradational relationship

to rddere, 'to scrape', and is cogn. with OI. rdda-

ti, 'scrapes, gnaws', radanah, 'tooth'. See rase

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also ros-

trum and corrode, corrosion, corrosive, erode,

erosion, erosive. Cp. also root, 'to dig'. For the

ending of rodent see suff. -ent.

Derivatives: rodent, n., rodent-ial, adj., rodent-

ial-ly, adv.

rodeo, n., rounding up of cattle.— Sp., fr. rodear,

'to go round, surround', fr. rueda, 'wheel', fr.

L. rota, of s.m. See rota.

Roderick, also Roderic, masc. PN. — OHG. Hro-

derich, Ruodrich (G. Roderich), lit. 'ruling in

fame', fr. hruod-, ruod- (in compounds), 'fame,

glory', and Teut. "rikja-, 'rule'. For the first

element see rummer, for the second see Reich.

F. Rodrigue, It. and Sp. Rodrigo and Russ.

Rurik are German loan words.

rodlet, n., a small rod. — A hybrid coined fr. rod

and dimin. suff. -let.

rodomontade, n., vain boasting like that of Rodo-

monte in Ariosto's Orlando Furioso. — MF.
(= F.), fr. It. rodomontata, fr. Rodomome, PN. in

Orlando Furioso. The name lit. means 'one who
rolls (away) the mountain', fr. dial. It. rodare,

'to roll' (corresponding to It. rotare, 'to turn

round', fr. rota, 'wheel'), and It. monte (fr. L.

montem, ace. of mdns, 'mountain'). See rota,

mount, 'mountain', and -ade.

Derivatives: rodomontade, intr. v., rodomontad-

ist, n.

roe, n., small deer. — ME. roo, fr. OE. rd(h), rel.



to ON. rd, Dan. raa, Swed. rd, OS., Du. ree,

OS., OHG. reh(o), MHG. recA, G. Reh, 'roe', fr.

I.-E. base *rei-, *roi-, 'streaky, spotted', whence

also Lith. rat-mas, raX-bas, Lett, raibs, Russ.

ribyj, 'variegated, spotted', OPruss. roaban,

'striped', Olr. rlabhach, 'variegated, spotted',

OI. risyah, 'antelope'.

roe, n., eggs of fishes, spawn. — Obsol. roan, fr.

ME. rowne, fr. ON. hrogn [Dan., Norw. rogn

(whence F. rogue)], which is rel. to OHG. rogo,

rogan, rogin, MHG. roge(n), G. Rogen, fr. Teut.

base *hru5an, corresponding to I.-E. *qreq-,

*qrq-, 'spawn', whence Lith. kurkle, kurkulai

(pi.), Lett, kufkul'i, Russ. krjak, 'spawn of frogs'.

Derivative: ro-ed, adj.

roeblingite, n., a lead calcium silicate (mineral.)

— Named after Washington Augustus Roebling

(1806-69), of Trenton, New Jersey. For the end-

ing see subst. sufif. -ite.

roentgeno-, rontgeno-, combining form meaning

'Roentgen rays', as in roentgeno-gram, roent-

geno-graphy, roentgeno-logy, roentgeno-therapy

.

See Roentgen ray.

Roentgen ray, Rontgen ray. — So called after its

discoverer, the German physicist Wilhelm Kon-

rad Rontgen (1845-1923).

rogation, n., supplication.— Late ME. rogacioun,

fr. L. rogdtio, gen. -onis, 'inquiry, request', fr.

rogatus, pp. of rogdre, 'to ask, beg, entreat",

prop, "to have a desire for', in vowel gradation-

al relationship to regere, 'to guide, lead, direct,

rule'. See regent, adj., and -ation and cp. abro-

gate, arrogant, arrogate, corvee, derogate, inter-

rogate, prerogative, prorogue, subrogate, surro-

gate.

Derivative: rogation-al, adj.

rogatory, adj., seeking information. — F. roga-

loire, fr. ML. rogdtorius, 'supplicating', fr. L.

rogatus, pp. o( rogdre, 'to ask'. See rogation and

adj. suff. -ory.

Roger, masc. PN. — OF. Rogier, fr. OHG. Hrot-

ger, Hrodger, lit. 'famous with the spear', fr.

hruod-, ruod- (in compounds), 'fame, glory', and

ger, 'spear'. For the first element see rummer,

for the second see gar. Cp. Hodge,

rogersite, n., a decomposition product of

samarskite (mineral.) — Named after the Amer-

ican geologist William Barton Rogers (1804-

82). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

rogersite, n., a hydrous ferric sulfate (mineral.)

— Named after the American mineralogist Aus-

tin Flint ifoge^ (1877-1957) For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

rogue, n., 1) formerly, a vagabond ; 2) a rascal. —
F. rogue, prob. of Celtic origin. Cp. Bret, rog,

'haughty'.

Derivatives: rogue, v., rogu-ery, n., rogu-ish,

adj., rogu-ish-ly, adv., rogu-ish-ness, n.

roll, tr. v., to stir up (a liquid); to disturb. — F.

rouiller, 'to make rusty, to rust', fr. rouille,

'rust', fr. OF. ruile, rouille, fr. VL. 'rdbicula,

formed—with change of suff.—fr. L. robigo.
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'rust'. Cp. the OF. collateral forms ruil, rouil (fr.

VL. *rdbiculus), OProven?. rovilh, roilh (fr. VL.

*r6blculus), rovilha, roilha (fr. VL. *rdbicula),

and Sp. robin, of s.m. (fr. L. robiginem, ace. of

robigo). See rubiginous and cp. rile.

roister, intr. v., to swagger. — Fr. OF. ruistre,

rustre (F. rustre), 'boor', fr. ruiste, 'boorish,

gross, uncouth', fr. L. rusticus, 'countryman,

rustic, peasant', fr. rUs, gen. ruris, 'country'.

See rural and cp. rustic.

Derivatives: roister, n., roister-er, n., roister-ing,

adj., roister-ing-ly, adv., roister-ous, adj., roister-

ous-ly, adv.

rokelay, n. — Corruption of roquelaiu:e.

Roland, masc. PN. — F., fr. OHG. Hruodland,

Hrodland, which is compounded of hruod-,

ruod- (in compounds), 'fame, glory', and land,

'land'. For the first element see rummer, for the

second see land. Cp. Orlando.

role, also role, n. — F. role, 'part played by an

actor', prop, 'roll containing the actor's part',

fr. OF. role, 'roll', fr. Late L. rotulus, dimin.

formed fr. L. rota, 'wheel'. See roll, n. and

V.

Rolf, masc. PN. — ON. Hrolfr, rel. to OHG.
Hrodulf, lit. 'wolf of fame' ; see Rudolph. The

name Rolf was introduced into England by the

Normans.

roll, intr. and tr. v. — ME. rollen, roten, fr. OF.

roller, roler, router (F. router), fr. VL. *rotuldre,

fr. L. rotula, 'a little wheel', dimin. of rota,

'wheel'. See rota and cp. roll, n. Cp. also role,

control, enroll, roulade, rouleau, roulette, enroll,

roly-poly.

Derivatives: ro//, n. (q.v.), rotl-abte, adj., roll-er,

n., rotl-ing, adj., rotl-ing-ly, adv.

roll, n., a scroll. — Partly fr. ME. rolte, fr. OF.

role (F. role), fr. ML. rotulus, 'a roll of paper',

prop, a collateral form of L. rotuta, 'a little

wheel', partly from the verb roll (q.v.) OPro-

ven?. rote, rotle, 'roll, roller', Sp. rolde, 'circle,

group of people', are also borrowed fr. ML.

rotulus. It. ruolo and Sp. rot, 'list, roll", are

French loan words.

rollic, intr. v., to be gay, be careless. — Prob. a

blend of roll and frolic.

Derivatives: rollic, n., gaiety; a frolic, rotlick-er,

n., rollick-ing, adj., rollick-ing-ly, adv., rotlick-

ing-ness, n., roltick-some, adj., rollick-some-

ness, n.

roly-poly, n., pudding made ofjam rolled up with

fruit, etc. — Reduplication of roll.

Derivative: roly-poly, adj., resembling a roly-

poly, pudgy.

rom, n., a male gypsy. — Gypsy rom, 'man, hus-

band; gypsy man', fr. OI. dombah, (iomalf, 'a

man of a low cast of musicians', prob. of imi-

tative origin and lit. meaning 'he who utters or

produces the sound 4om. See M. Mayrhofer, A
Concise Etymological Sanskrit Dictionary, 1,

p. 464, s.v. 4ombah. Cp. nun, Romany.

Romaic, adj., pertaining to the language of Mod-

I
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ern Greece. — ModGk. 'P(oixai:>c6?, 'pertain-

ing to Modern Greece or the the Modern Greek

language, Modern Greek', fr. Gk. "PcojxaCxoc,

'Roman; of the Eastern Roman Empire', fr.

'Pw[;t71, 'Rome', fr. L. Roma. See Rome and adj.

suff. -ic and cp. next word.

romaika, n., Greek national dance. — ModGk.
pcdjxaixT], prop. fem. of 'Ptojiaixo?, 'Modern

Greek'. See prec. word.

romaine, n., also romaine lettuce, a variety of

lettuce. — F. romaine, short for laitue romaine,

lit. 'Roman lettuce', fem. of romain, 'Roman'

(see Roman); so called in allusion to the city

of Avignon, whence it was imported by Bureau

de la Riviere, chamberlain of Charles V and VI,

about the end of the 14th cent., i.e. the time

when Avignon was a papal seat.

Roman, adj., of Rome. — Fr. L. Romdnus, 'of

Rome, Roman', fr. Roma, 'Rome'. See Rome

and -an and cp. Romaic, romaika, romaine, Ro-

mance, romance, Romansh, romantic.

Derivatives: Roman, n., Roman-esque, n. and

adj., Roman-ish, adj., Roman-ism, n., Roman-ist,

n., Roman-ist-ic, adj., Roman-ity, n., Roman-ize,

tr. and intr. v., Roman-iz-ation, n., Roman-iz-er,

n.

Roman balance — It is taken for granted that

Roman balance means 'balance of Rome' or

'balance resembling the balance used in Rome'.

According to my opinion, such an explanation

of Roman balance is based on error. In reality,

Roman in Roman balance derives fr. F. romaine,

'steelyard', fr. Sp. romana, fr. Arab, rummdna ,

'steelyard', fr. rummdn, 'pomegranate'. Arab.

rummdn is borrowed fr. Aram, rummdna,

'pomegranate', which is rel. to Heb. rimmSn, of

s.m. The steelyard was called in Arabic rum-

mdna'', because the counterpoise used with Ara-

bic balances usually had the shape of a pome-

granate (Arab, rummdn). Accordingly, Roman
in the sense of batance, had nothing to do orig.

with the adjective Roman, 'of Rome' ; later, how-

ever, folk etymology identified F. romaine, 'steel-

yard', with F. romaine, fem. of romain, 'Roman',

fr. L. Romdnus (see Roman).

Romance, adj., designating, or pertaining to, the

languages developed from Vulgar Latin. — OF.

romanz, fr. Late L. Romdnice, 'in Vulgar Latin',

adv. of L. Romdnicus, 'Roman". See Romanic

and cp. next word.

romance, n., a tale of chivalry. — ME. romaunce,

romance, fr. OF. romanz (whence MF. romant,

"romance", F. roman, 'novel"), orig. meaning

'something written in a Romance tongue", fr.

Late L. Romdnice. See prec. word and cp. ro-

maunt.

Derivatives: romance, intr. v., romance-al-ist,

n., romance-an, adj., romanc-er, n., romanc-ic-al,

adj., romanc-ing, adj., romanc-ist, n.

Romanes, n., the Romany or Gypsy language.—
Fr. Gypsy romano, 'Gypsy'. See Romany.

Romanic, adj., 1) pertaining to Rome or the

rondo

Roman people; 2) Romance. — L. Romdnicus,

fr. Romdnus, 'Roman'. See Roman.

Derivative: Romanic, n., Romance.

Romano-, combining form meaning 'of Rome' or

'of the Roman Empire'. — L. Rdmdno-, fr. Ro-

mdnus, 'Roman'.

Romansb, Romansch, adj., Rhaeto-Romanic. —
Grisons Rumansch, Romansch, Romonsch, fr.

Late L. Romdnice, 'in Vulgar Latin'. See Ro-

mance and cp. Rhaeto-Romance.

romantic, adj. — Lit. 'pertaining to a romance",

fr. F. romantique, fr. MF. romant (whence F.

roman, 'novel'), back formation fr. Late L.

Romdnice, 'in Vulgar Latin'. See romance and

-ic.

Derivatives: romantic, n., romantic-al, adj., ro-

mantic-al-ly, iLdv.,romantic-al-ness,n., romantic-

ism, n., romantic-ist, n., romantic-ist-ic, adj.,

romantic-ity, n., romantic-ize, tr. and intr. v.,

romant-ism, n., romant-ist, n., romantic-ly, adv.,

romaniic-ness, n.

Romany, n., 1) a Gypsy; the Gypsy language. —
Gypsy romano, 'Gypsy', fr. rom, 'man, hus-

band'. See rom.

Derivative: Romany, adj.

romaunt, n., a romance. — MF. romant. See

romance.

Rome, n., capital of Italy. — F., fr. L. Roma,

'Rome', for *Ruma, a name of Etruscan origin.

Cp. Rumon, former name of the river Tiber.

Derivatives: Rom-ish, adj., Rom-ish-ly, adv.,

Rom-ish-ness, n.

romeite, also romeine, n., antimonate of calcium

(mineral.)— F. romeine, named after the French

mineralogist and crystallographer Jean-Baptis-

te-Louis Rome de I'lsle (1736-90). For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite, resp. -ine.

romerillo, n., any of several American aromatic

plants. — Sp., dimin. of romero, 'rosemary', fr.

L. ros maris, 'rosemary'. See rosemary.

Romeward, adj., tending toward Rome or Roman

Catholicism. — Formed fr. Rome with adj.

suff. -ward.

Romeward, Romewards, adv., with a tendency

toward Rome or Roman Catholicism.— Form-

ed fr. Rome with adv. suff. -ward, resp. -wards.

Romic, n., name of a phonetic system. — So

called by Henry Sweet (1845-1912), the deviser

of this system. The name denotes the system

that is based on the Roman alphabet.

romp, intr. v., to play noisily. — Prob. a var. of

ramp.

Derivatives: romp, n., romp-y, adj.

rondeau, n., a metrical form consisting of ten or

thirteen lines, with only two rhymes (pros^) —
F., fr. earlier rondel. See next word and cp.

rondo.

rondel, n., a metrical form consisting of fourteen

lines, with only two rhymes (pros.)— Earlier F.

(cp. prec. word), prop, dimin. of rond, 'round'.

See round, adj., and cp. roundel, rundle.

rmido, n., a musical composition with a principal



rondure

subject, which is repeated at least twice after the

introduction of several episodes. — It., fr. ron-

deau. See rondeau.

rondure, n., circular form; roundness. — F., fr.

Tond, 'round'. See round and -ure.

ronquil, n., a fish of the family Bathymasteridae.

— Fr. Sp. ronquillo, prop, dimin. of ronco,

'hoarse', which is rel. to roncar, 'to snore', fr.

Late L. rhonchare, fr. Gk. poyyoq, 'a snoring'.

See rhonchus.

rood, n. — ME. rod, rood, fr. OE. rod, 'rod, pole;

measure of land; cross', rel. to OS. roda, 'stake,

pile, cross", Dan. rode, Swed. rod, OFris., MLG.
rode, MDu. roede, Du. roede, roe, 'rod', OHG.
ruota, MHO. mote, G. Rule, 'rod', and cogn.

with L. raiis, 'raft', retae, 'trees standing on the

bank of a stream", OSlav. ratiSte, ratoviSte, 'spear

staff", Lith. rekles, 'scaffolding'. Cp. radeau,

Ratitae.

roof, n. — ME. rof, roof, fr. OE. hrof, 'roof, ceil-

ing; top", rel. to OFris. hrof, 'roof, MDu. roof,

rouf, 'cover, roof, Du. roef, 'deckhouse", MLG.
rof, "penthouse", ON. hrof, 'boat shed', and prob.

cogn. with Mir. cro, 'stable, hovel', Bret, crou,

'stable', W. craw, 'pig sty'.

Derivative: roof-less, adj.

roof, tr. v. — ME. rofen, fr. rof. See roof, n.

Derivatives: roof-age, a., roof-ed, adj., roofing,

n.

rook, n., a black bird belonging to the crow fam-

ily. — ME. rok, fr. OE. hroc, rel. to ON. hrokr,

MDu. roec, Du. roek, 'rook', OHG. hruoh,

'crow', of imitative origin. See raven, n.

Derivatives: rook, tr. v., to cheat, rook-ery, n.,

rook-ish, adj., rook-ling, n., rook-y, adj.

rook, n., castle (at chess). — ME. rok, fr. OF. roc.

See roc.

room, n. — ME. roum, rum, fr. OE. rum, 'space',

rel. to ON., OS., OHG., MHG., Goth, rum,

G. Raum, Dan., Swed. rum, 'space', Du. ruim,

'hold lof a ship), nave'. These nouns are

substantivations of the Teut. adj. *ruma- ap-

pearing in OE., MHG. rdm, OHG. rami, ON.
rumr, Dan., Swed. rum, Du. ruim, Goth, rums,

'roomy, spacious"; fr. I.-E. base *re^'-, 'wide,

open", whence Toch. AB ru-, 'to open", Avestic

ravah-, space", L. rus, 'open country", Olr. roi,

roe, 'plain field". Cp. ream, 'to enlarge a hole",

rummage. Cp. also rural, rustic.

Derivatives: room, tr. v., room-ed, adj., room-

ful, adj., rooni-y, adj., room-i-ly, adv., room-i-

ness, n.

roost, n., a perch for fowls. — ME. rooste, fr. OE.
hrosl, 'wooden framework of a roof, perch", rel.

to OS. hrosl, MDu., Du. roest,'roosl, framework
of a roof, ON. hrot, Goth, hrot, 'roof. Cp.

next word.

Derivative: roost, intr. v.

rooster, n., cock. — Lit. 'the roosting animal";

formed from prec. word with agential suff. -er.

root, n., the lowest part of a plant. — ME. rot,

root, fr. OE. rot, fr. ON. rot, re\. to OE. wyrt.
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Goth, waiirts, 'root', and cogn. with L. radix,

'root'. See radix and words there referred to and

cp. esp. wort, 'a plant'.

Derivatives: root-ery, n., root-less, adj., root-

ling, n., root-let, n., root-y, adj., root-i-ness, n.

root, tr. v., to furnish with roots; intr. v., to take

root. — ME. roten, fr. rot. See root, n.

Derivatives: root-age, n., root-ed, adj., root-ed-

iy, adv., root-ed-ness, n.

root, intr. v., to dig with the snout. — Formed,

under the influence oi root, n., fr. earlier wroot,

fr. ME. wrooten, fr. OE. wrotan, fr. wrot, 'snout',

which is rel. to LG. wrote, 'snout', MHG. riiesel,

G. Riissel, of s.m., ON. rota, Swed. rota, 'to dig

out, root', MLG. wroten, MDu., Du. wroeten,

OHG. ruojsen, of s.m. These words are cogn.

with L. rodere, 'to gnaw'. See rodent and cp.

rout, 'to root'.

rope, n.— ME. rop, rope, fr. OE. rap, rel. to ON.
reip, MDu., Du. reep, 'rope', Goth, raip in

skauda-raip, 'shoe lace', OHG., MHG., G. reif,

'ring, hoop'. Finn, raippa, 'hoop, rope', is aTeut.

loan word. Cp. the second element in stirrup.

Cp. also rape, 'one of the six divisions of Sussex'.

Derivatives: rope, tr. and intr. v., rop-ery, n.,

rop-ing, n., rop-ish, adj., rop-ish-ness, n., rop-y,

adj., rop-i-ness, n.

Roquefort clieese, Roquefort, n. — Named after

Roquefort, a village in France.

roquelaure, n., a kind of cloak.— F., named after

the Duke of Roquelaure (died in 1738). Cp.

rokelay.

roquet, tr. and intr. v., to hit another's ball with

one's own (at croquet). — An arbitrary altera-

tion of croquet.

roric, adj., pertaining to dew. — Formed with

suff. -ic fr. L. ros, gen. roris, 'dew', which is cogn.

with Lith. rasa, OSlav. rosa, 'dew', OI. rdsah,

'sap, juice, fluid, essence", rasa, 'moisture', Rasa,

name of a mythic river (= Avestic Ranha),

ar^ati, 'flows', rsabhdh, 'bull, steer', Avestic and

OPers. arshan, 'man', Hitt. arszi, 'flows', Gk.

SpcTTjv, i(ppr;v. 'male, masculine', prob. also 'Pa,

Scythian name of the Volga, fr. I.-E. base *ras-,

*eras-, *eres-, *ers-, 'to flow, wet, moisten'. Cp.

rasa, romerillo, rosemary, rosolio, rouse, 'to

pickle". Cp. also the first element in rhubarb and

the second element in Ahasuerus and in Xerxes.

rorqual,n.,any whale of the genus of large whales,

the Balaenopteru. — F., fr. Norw. reyrhval, fr.

ON. reydarhvalr, fr. reydr, 'rorqual' (fr. raudr,

'red'), and hvalr, 'whale". See red and whale.

Rosa, I) fern. PN.; 2) a genus of plants, the rose

(bot.) — L. rosa, 'rose'. See rose.

Rosabel, fern. PN. — Lit. 'beautiful rose", com-

pounded of L. rosa, 'rose", and hella, fern, of

bellus, 'pretty, beautiful'. See rose and beauty

and cp. christabel.

rosace, n., a roselike ornament; rose window. —
F., fr. L. rosaceus, 'of roses'. See rosaceous.

Rosaceae, n. pi., the rose family (6o/.)— ModL.,
formed fr. Rosa with suff. -aceae.
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rosacean, adj., rosaceous. — See next word and

-an.

rosaceous, adj. — L. rosaceus, 'of roses', fr. rosa.

See rose and -aceous and cp. rosace.

rosaniline, n., a crystalline compound obtained

from aniline, CjjH^iONj (chem.)— Compound-

ed of rose and aniline.

rosarian, n., a rose grower. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. L. rosarium, 'rose garden'. See rosary.

rosarium, n., rose garden. — L. See next word

and -arium.

rosary, n., rose garden; string of beads used for

counting series of prayers.— ME. rosarie, fr. L.

rosarium, 'rose garden', in ML. also used in the

sense of 'garland; string of beads; series of

prayers', fr. L. rosa. See rose and subst. suff.

-ary.

roscberite, n., a hydrous basic phosphate of alu-

minum, manganese, calcium and iron (mineral.)

— G. Roscherit, named after the German min-

eral collector Walter Roscher. The ending -it

goes back to Gk. -t-rr)?; see subst. suff. -ite.

Roscian, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, Ros-

cius. — See next word and -ian.

Roscius, n., an actor. — From Roscius, the cele-

brated Roman actor (died in 62 B.C.E.)

roscoelite, n., a vanadium mica (mineral.) —
Named after the English chemist Sir Henry En-

field Roscoe (1833-1915). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

rose, n.— ME., fr. OE., fr. L. rosa, fr. Gk. poSov,

'rose', for * fpoSov, fr.OIran. * wrda- (whence also

Aram, wardd. Arm. vard). Olran. *wrda- be-

came gul in ModPers. in the sense of the pho-

netic law, according to which initial w becomes g
and -rdK changed to /. Turkish giil, 'rose', is a

Persian loan word. Olran. *wrda-, 'rose', repre-

sents I.-E. *wrdho-, 'thorn, bramble', whence

also OE. word, 'bramble', Norw. or, 61 (for

*ord), 'currant, bush'. Cp. rhodo-. Cp. also the

first element in julep and the second element in

bedeguar.

Derivatives: rose-ate, adj., rose-ate-ly, adv., ros-

ery, n., ros-y, adj., ros-i-ly, adv., ros-i-ness,

n.

rosella, n., an Australian parakeet. — Altered fr.

Rose-hiller, fr. Rose Hill, name of the governor's

residence at Parramatta in New South Wales.

rosemary, n. — ME., fr. earlier rosmarine, fr. L.

ros marinus (whence also F. romarin), 'rose-

mary', lit. 'dew of the sea", fr. ros, 'dew', and

marinus, 'pertaining to the sea', fr. mare, gen.

maris, 'sea'. See roric and marine, adj. The loss

of the -n- in English is due to a confusion of L.

marinus with E. Mary. Cp. romerillo.

roseo-, combining form meaning 'rose-colored'

;

used specifically in chemistry to denote salts of

a reddish color. — Fr. L. roseus, 'rosy, roselike',

fr. rosa. See rose.

roseola, n., 1) any rose-colored rash; 2) German
measles.— Medical L., fr. F. rosiole, which was

formed fr. rose, 'rose', on analogy of rougeole.

'measles', which is a derivative of rouge, 'red'.

See rose.

Derivatives: roseol-ar, roseol-ate, roseol-ous,

adjs.

rosette, n., a rose-shaped ornament.— F., dimin.

of rose, 'rose'. See rose and -ette.

Derivative: rosett-ed, adj.

Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. — Heb.

rosh hashshand'' lit. 'head of the year', fr. rosh,

'head of, and hash-shand^, 'the year'. For the

first word see Bereshith and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Heb. shand'', 'year', is rel. to Aram.-

Syr. sh^nd, shatta, Ugar. shnt, Arab, sdna'',

Akkad. shattu, 'year'. These words are prob.

connected with Heb. shand'', Aram.-Syr. sh^nd,

'he changed', Akkad. shanil, 'to change', and

prop, mean 'change, period of changing sea-

sons'. Cp. J. Barth in ZDMG., vol. XLI (1887),

pp. 612, 621, 636.

Rosh Hodesh, also Rosh Chodesh, the beginning

of the month in the Jewish calendar. — Heb.

rosh hodesh, lit. 'the head of the month', fr. rosh,

'head', and hodesh, 'new moon, month'. For the

etymology of Heb. rosh see Bereshith and cp.

words there referred to. Heb. fiodesh derives fr.

stem h-d-sh, 'to be new', whence also hiddesh, 'he

renewed', haddsh, 'new'; rel. to Aram.-Syr.

haddeth, 'he renewed', Arab, hddatha, 'it hap-

pened, occurred', hddutha, 'was new, was young',

hdddatha, 'he told, related', Akkad. edeshu, 'to

be new', Aram.-Syr. (idddth, Arab, hadtth,

Ethiop. hadas, Akkad. eshshu, 'new', Punic

hadasht in Qart-hadasht, 'Carthage', lit. 'New-

town'. Cp. Hadith.

Rosicrucian, adj., pertaining to a secret society al-

legedly founded in Germany by Christian Ro-

senkreuz (in 1484). — The name arose from the

Latinization of Rosenkreuz, lit. 'rosy cross'. See

rose, crux and -ian.

Derivatives: Rosicrucian, n., Rosicrucian-ism, n.

rosieresite, n., a hydrous aluminum phosphate

(mineral.) — Named after the Rosieres copper

mine near Carmaux in France. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

rosin, n., resin. — A var. of resin.

Derivatives; rosin, tr. v., rosin-y, adj.

Rosinante, n., 1) Don Quixotes horse; whence 2)

a broken-down horse; jade, nag. — Sp. Roci-

nante, compounded of rocin, 'worn-out horse,

hack, jade', and antes, 'before' ; so called in al-

lusion to the circumstance that Don Quixote's

charger was formerly a wretched hack. — Sp.

rocin derives fr. OProven?. rocin, which, to-

gether with OF. roncin, 'draft horse, hack", is of

uncertain origin. Sp. antes, 'before', comes fr.

L. ante; see ante-. Cp. rouncy.

rosolio acid, a dye of the triphenyl-methane series.

— Translation of G. Rosolsaure, which was

coined by the German chemist Friedlieb Ferdi-

nand Runge (1795-1867) fr. rosa, 'rosy' (see

rose), (Karb)ol (see carbol) and Sdure, 'acid'. For

the ending in rosolio see adj. suff. -ic.



rosolio

rosolio, n., a sweet cordial made from raisins. —

•

It., fr. L. ros soUs, 'sundew', fr. ros, 'dew' and

gen. of sol, 'sun'. See roric and Sol.

rostellum, n., a small beak-shaped process {bot.

and zool.) — L., 'a small beak', dimin. of ros-

trum. See rostrum.

roster, n., a list of persons or groups. — Du.

rooster, 'gridiron, grate; list', fr. MDu., 'gridi-

ron, grate', fr. roosten, 'to roast'; so called from

the parallel lines dividing the list. See roast.

Derivative: roster, tr. v.

rostral, adj., pertaining to a rostrum. — Late L.

rostrdtis, fr. L. rostrum. See rostrum and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: rostral, n., rostral-ly, adv.

rostrate, adj., having a rostrum. — L. rostrdtus,

'beaked", fr. rostrum. See rostrum and adj. suff.

-ate.

Derivative: rostrat-ed, adj.

rostriferous, adj., having a rostrum. —• See ros-

trum and -ferous.

rostriform, adj., having the form of a rostrum. —
See rostrum and form, n.

rostro-, combining form used in the sense of

rostral and. — Fr. L. rostrum. See next word.

rostrum, n. — L. rostrum, 'beak, snout, muzzle;

the end of a ship's prow; the orator's pulpit,

platform', which stands for *rdd-trom, lit. 'an

instrument for gnawing', formed from the stem

of rod-ere, 'to gnaw' (see rodent), and -tro-m, a

suffix denoting an instrument. Cp. L. ara-trum,

'a plow', lit. 'an instrument for plowing' (fr.

arare, 'to plow'), claus-trum (for *claud-trom),

'lock, bar', lit. 'that by which anything is shut

up' (fr. claudere, 'to shut'). Cp. claustral. L.

rostrum came to denote 'orator's platform' from

the circumstance that the orators' platform in

the Roman Forum was adorned with the beaks

of the ships of the Antiate fleet captured by

Maenius in 338.

rosulate, adj., having the leaves arranged in the

form of rosettes (bot.) — Formed with adj. suff.

-ate fr. Late L. rosula, 'a little rose', dimin. of L.

rosa. See rose.

rot, intr. and tr. v. — ME. rotien, roten, fr. OE.

rotian, 'to decay, suppurate', rel. to OS. roton,

ON. rotna, OFris. rotia, MDu. roten, Du. rotten,

'to rot', OHG. ro33en, MHG. rajen, 'to rot',

Swed. rota, Norw. reyta, Du. reten, MHG.
rcetzen, 'to cause to rot', G. rofien (also inex-

actly rosten), 'to steep flax'. Cp. rot, n., rotten.

Cp. also ret.

Derivatives: rotten (q.v.), rotl-er, n.

rot, n., process of rotting. — ME. rot, prob. of

Scand. origin. Cp. Icel. rot, Swed. rota, Dan.

rede, 'decay, putrefaction', which are rel. to the

OE. verb rotian, 'to decay'. See rot, v.

rota, n. — L., 'wheel', cogn. with OL rdthah, 'car,

chariot', Avestic rai>6, of s.m., Lith. ritas,

'wheel', ritit, 'I roll', ritulai, 'wheelbarrow', Lett.

ritens, ritulis, 'carriage wheel', OHG. rad, MHG.
rat, G. Rad, Du. rad, OFris. reth, OS. rath, Olr.

roth, 'W. rhod, of s.m., Gaul, petorritum, 'fotu:-

wheeled carriage' (for the first element of this

compound see four), Olr. rethim, 'I run'. Cp.

roll, V. and n. Cp. also redondilla, rodeo, rondeau,

rondel, rondo, rondure, Rotala, rotate, rotula,

rotund, roue, rouelle, roulette, rounce, round, adj.,

rowel, runlet, 'a small cask', rut, 'carriage', ar-

rondissement, tondo, the first element in Ra-

thayatra, rodomontade and rut, 'carriage', and

the second element in barouche and control. Cp.

also rye grass.

Rotala, n., a genus of plants of the loosestrife

family (bot.) — ML., dimin. formed fr. rota,

'wheel' (see rota); so called in allusion to the

whorled leaves.

rotang, n. — A var. of rattan.

Rotarian, adj., pertaining to the Rotary Club. —
Formed from the name of the club (see Rotary

Club) with suff. -an.

Derivatives: Rotarian, n., Rotarian-ism, n.,

rotarian-ize, tr. v.

rotary, adj., turning like a wheel.— Formed with

adj. suff. -ary fr. L. rota, 'wheel'. See rota.

Rotary Club. —• So called because the members

of the first Rotary Club (founded by Paul P.

Harris in Chicago in 1905) used to meet in rota-

tion.

rotate, intr. v., to turn about its axis; tr. v., to

cause to rotate. — L. rotdtus, pp. of rotdre, 'to

go round in a circle', fr. rota, 'wheel'. See rota

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: rotat-able, adj., rotation (q.v.),

rotat-ive, adj., rotat-ive-ly, adv., rotator (q.v.)

rotate, adj., wheel-shaped (pot.) — L. rotatus, pp.

of rotare. See rotate, v.

rotation, n. — L. rotatio, gen. -onis, 'a turning

about in a circle', fr. rotdtus, pp. of rotdre. See

rotate, v., and -ion.

Derivative: rotation-al, adj.

rotator, n., that which causes rotation. — L., fr.

rotdtus, pp. of rotdre. See prec. word and agen-

tial suff. -or.

rotatory, adj., that which pertains to rotation. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L. rotdtus, pp. of

rotdre. See rotate, v.

rotche, rotch, n., the dovekie (Alle alle). — Fr.

earlier rotge, fr. LG. (cp. Fris. rotgoes, pi. rot-

gies, Du. rotgans, 'brant goose'), ult. fr. Scand.

(cp. ON. hrodgds, Norw. rotgaas, Dan. rad-

gaas, 'brant goose'). The first element of these

compound words is of imitative origin; the sec-

ond element is rel. to goose. Cp. rat goose, rood

goose, rott goose, rout, which are dial. E. names

of the brant goose.

rote, n., routine. — ME., 'practice, custom, rou-

tine', fr. OF. rote (F. route), 'road, way, path

fr. VL. (via) rupta, lit. 'a broken way', fem. pp,

of rumpere, 'to break'. See route and cp. rut,

'routine'. For sense development cp. F. routine,

'practice, routine*, fr. route, 'way' (see routine),

rote, n., a medieval stringed instrument. — OF,

rote, of Celtic origin. See crowd, 'a musical in
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strument'. OF. rote in this sense is not related to

OF. rote, 'way'. Cp. prec. word.

rote, n., the roaring of the surf.— Related to ON.

rauta, 'to roar' ; prob. of imitative origin.

rother, n., cattle (dial. E.) — OE. hrider, hryder,

'ox, cow', pi. 'cattle'. See runt and cp. the first

element in rinderpest.

Rotifera, n. pi., a class of microscopic freshwater

organisms (zool.) — Compounded of L. rota,

'wheel', zndferre, 'to bear, carry'. See rota and

-ferous.

rotiform, adj., wheel-shaped. — Compounded of

L. rota, 'wheel', and forma, 'form, shape'. See

rota and form, n.

rotisserie, n., cookshop. — F. rotisserie, fr. pres.

part, stem of rotir, 'to roast'. See roast and

-ery.

rotl, n., a weight used in North Africa. — Arab.

rati, rel. to rdtala, 'he poised', rdttala, 'he

weighed'.

rotogravure, n. — A hybrid coined fr. L. rota,

'wheel', and F. gravure, 'engraving', which is of

Teut. origin. See rota and gravure.

rotor, n., a rotating part of a machine. — Short-

ened from rotator,

rotten, adj. — ME. roten, fr. ON. rotinn, 'rotten',

fr. rotna, 'to decay'. Cp. Swed. rutten, Dan. rud-

den, 'rotten', and see rot, v.

Derivatives: rotten-ly, adv., rotten-ness, n.

Rotten Row, thoroughfare for use of riders in

Hyde Park, London. — Probably corruption of

F. route du roi, 'the king's highway'. See route

and royal.

rotula, n., the kneepan (anat. and astron.).— L.

rotula, 'a little wheel', dimin. of rota; see rota

and -ule. Cp. Proven?., Catal., Port, rodella,

'kneepan', Sp. rodilla, 'knee', which derive fr.

VL. rotella, fr. L. rotula.

rotund, adj., round, rounded. — L. rotundus,

'round', fr. rota, 'wheel'. See round, adj., and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also next word and

orotund.

Derivatives: rotund-ly, adv., rotund-ness, n.

rotunda, n., a circular building. — Refashioned

after the Latin form from earlier rotonda, fr. It.

rotonda, prop. fem. of the adj. rotondo used as a

noun, fr. L. rotundus, 'round'. See prec. word.

F. rotonde is a loan word fr. It. rotonda. See prec.

word.

rotundate, adj., rounded. — L. rotunddtus, pp. of

rotunddre, 'to make round', fr. rotundus. See ro-

tund and adj. suff. -ate.

rotundi-, combining form meaning 'round'. — Fr.

L. rotundus, 'round'. See rotund.

rotundity, n., roundness.— L. rotunditds, 'round-

ness', fr. rotundus. See rotund and -ity.

rotundo-, combining form meaning 'roundly'. —
Fr. L. rotundus, 'round'. See rotund.

roture, n., the state of being a roturier. — MF.
(= F.), fr. L. ruptura, 'a breaking', in VL. also

'broken land', formed fr. ruptus, pp. of rumpere,

'to break'. See rupture and cp. roto.

roturier, n., a plebeian. — MF. (= F.), fr. roture.

See prec. word and -icr.

rouble, n. — See ruble,

roucou, n., dye obtained from a W. Indian tree.

— F., fr. Tupi urucii

roue, n., a debauchee. — F., 'rake, profligate',

prop. pp. of rouer, 'to break upon the wheel', fr.

roue, 'wheel', fr. L. rota, of s.m. See rota,

rouelle, n., a disk-shaped amulet. — F., dimin. of

roue, 'wheel'. See prec. word and -elle. Cp. also

roulette, rowel,

rouge, n., a reddish powder. — F. rouge, 'red', fr.

MF., fr. OF., fr. L. rubeus, 'reddish', fr. ruber,

'red'. See rubric.

Derivative: rouge, intr. and tr. v.

rouge, n., a scrimmage (a term in Eton football).

— Of unknown origin.

rough, adj.— ME. rouh, rough, ruw, rugh, fr. OE.

rUh, 'rough, untrimmed, uncultivated', rel. to

MDu. /«, ruuch, ru, Du. ruig, OHG. ruh, ruher,

MHG. rich, ruher, G. rauh, rauch, fr. l.-E. base

*ruq-, *rug-, whence also Lith. raHkas, 'wrinkle',

runku, riikti, 'to shrink', raukiii, raiikti, 'to

wrinkle', OL ruk^dh, 'rough', L. ruga, 'wrinkle'.

Cp. ruga. Cp. also ruff, the fish, ruffian, rug.

Derivatives: rough, n., tr. v., and adv., rough-

age, n., rough material, rough-en, tr. and intr. v.,

rough-en-er, n., rough-er, n., rough-ish, adj.,

rough-ith-ly, adv., rough-ish-ness, n., rough-ly,

adv., rough-ness, n.

roulade, n., a run of notes; a flourish (mus.) —
F., lit. 'the act of rolling', fr. rouler, 'to roll'. See

roll, v., and -ade.

rouleau, n., roll. — F., dimin. of role, 'roll'. See

role,

roulette, n., a gambling game. — F., dimin. of

rouelle, 'a small wheel', itself a dimin. of roue,

'wheel'. See rota and -ette and cp. rouelle, rowel.

Derivative: roulette, tr. v.

Roumeliote, Rumeliote, n., a native of Rumelia.

— Formed fr. ModGk. 'PuiiSAio-nr)?, fr. 'Pu-

(xsXia, 'Rumelia'. For the ending see suff. -ote.

rounce, n., handle of the winch regulating the car-

riage of a handpress. — Du. rons, ronds, fr.

rond, 'round', fr. MF., fr. OF. roont. See round,

adj.

rouncy, n., a riding horse (archaic).— OF. roncin,

ronci, 'draft horse, hack', which, together with

OProven?. rocin, of s.m., is of uncertain origin.

Cp. Rosinante. F. roussin, 'cob, plowhorse', is a

blend of OF. roncin and F. roux, 'red, reddish

brown'.

round, adj., circular.— ME. round, fr. MF. (=F.)

rond, ft. OF. reont (var. roont), fr. VL. *retondus,

dissimilated fr. L. rotundus, 'round', lit. 'wheel-

shaped', fr. rota, 'wheel'. See rota and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives : round, n., tr. and intr. v., adv., prep.,

round-ed, adj., round-ed-ly, adv., round-ed-ness,

n., round-er, n., round-ing, n., round-ish, adj.,

round-ly, adv., round-ness, n.

round, tr. and intr. v., to whisper.— ME. rounen.



roundel

fr. OE. runian, 'to whisper', fr. riin, 'mystery,

secret', rel. to OS. runon, OHG. runen, MHG.
rilnen, G. raunen, 'to whisper', ON. reyna, 'to

converse confidentially' ; see rune and cp. alraun.

The d in round is excrescent. Cp. bound, 'ready',

and words there referred to.

roundel, n., 1) a small circle; 2) a var. of rondel.

— ME., fr. OF. rondel (F. rondel, rondeau), dimin.

formed from the adj. rond, 'round'. See round,

adj., and cp. next word and rondel, rundle.

roundelay, n., a song with refrain. — Altered fr.

MF. rondelet, fr. OF., a double diminutive (see

rondel and -et) ; influenced in form by lay, 'song".

round table. — Loan translation of OF. (= F.)

table ronde.

roup, tr. v., to sell by auction. — MDu. (= Du.)

roepen, rel. to OE. hropan, 'to cry out, shout,

call', OS. hropan, OFris. hrdpa, OHG. hruoffan,

hruofan, ruoffan, ruofan, MHG. ruofen, ruefen,

G. rufen, Goth, hropjan, of s.m., ON. hrdpa, 'to

slander, calumniate', and possibly cogn. with

OSlav. skrobotu, 'noise', Lith. skrebii, skrebeti,

'to rustle', Gk. xpsfxpaXa (pi.), 'castanets', L.

crepdre, 'to rattle, crack'. See crepitate and cp.

crembalum. Cp. also unberufen.

roup, n., auction. — Fr. roep, v. Cp. Du. roep,

'call', ON. hrop, Goth, hrops, OHG. hruoff,

hruof, ruoff, ruof, MHG. ruof, G. Ruf, of s.m.,

ON. hrop, 'slander, calumniation'.

roup, n., a disease of poultry. — Prob. of imita-

tive origin.

Derivative: roup-y, adj.

rouse, n., 1) bumper of liquor; 2) carousal. —
Aphetic for carouse, prob. owing to a misunder-

standing of the phrase to drink carouse as to

drink a rouse.

rouse, tr. v., to awake, stir up; intr. v., to awaken.

— ME. rousen, orig. a term of hunting; of un-

certain etymology. Cp. arouse, roust, roustabout.

Cp. also row, 'noise'.

Derivatives: rouse, n., the act of rousing; re-

veille, rous-er, n., rous-ing, adj., rous-ing-ly, adv.

rouse, tr. v., to pickle in salt. — Aphetic for ear-

lier arrouse, fr. OF. arrouser (F. arroser), 'to

sprinkle, spray', fr. Late L. adrordre, 'to bedew',

fr. ad- and L. rordre, 'to dew', fr. ros, gen. roris,

'dew'. See rorlc.

Rousseauan, adj., pertaining to the French philos-

opher Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-78). — For

the ending see suff. -an.

Rousseauesque, adj., resembling the style or the-

ories of Rousseau.— See prec. word and -esque.

Rousseauism, n., the philosophy of Rousseau,

esp. his views on education and religion. — See

Rousseauan and -ism.

Rousseauist, n., an adherent of Rousseauism. —
See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: Rousseauist-ic, adj.

roussette, n., 1) a bat {Pteropus vulgaris); 2) a

shark of the genus Scylliorhinus. — F., fr. MF.,

a dimin. formed fr. roux, fern, rousse, 'red, red-

dish brown'. See russet.
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Roussillon, n., a kind of red wine made in Rous-

sillon. — Fr. Roussillon, name of an old prov-

ince of Southern France.

roust, tr. v., to rouse, stir (collog.) — Fr. rouse.

Cp. next word.

roustabout, n., 1) a wharf laborer; 2) a deck hand.

— Compounded of roust and about. Cp. dial E.

rouse-about, 'a violent, boisterous person'.

Derivatives: roustabout, adj. and intr. v.

rout, n., mob, rabble. — fr. MF. route, 'host,

troop, crowd', fr. OF. rote, fr. VL. rupta, 'a dis-

persed group', lit. 'a broken group', prop. fern,

pp. of L. rumpere, 'to break', used as a noun.

See route and cp. routier.

rout, tr. v., to put to flight. — Fr. prec. word. The

orig. meaning of the verb rout was 'to break the

ranks of a troop'.

rout, intr. and tr. v., to root; to furrow. — A var.

of root, 'to dig with the snout'.

Derivatives: rout-er, n. and tr. v.

route, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) route, 'road, way,

path", fr. VL. rupta (via), fem. pp. of rumpere,

'to break'. See rupture and cp. rote, 'routine",

rout, 'mob', routier, routine, rutter. Cp. also

reave.

Derivative: route, tr. v.

routier, n., brigand. — F., 'mercenary", prop, 'a

wandering robber", fr. OF. route, 'bande, troop".

See rout, 'mob", and -ier.

routine, n. — F., fr. MF. route, 'road, way,

path". See route and subst. sufl". -ine.

Derivatives: routine, adj., routine-ly, adv.,

routin-ism, n., routin-ist, n., routin-ize, tr. v.,

routin-iz-ation, n.

roux, n., mixture of melted butter and flour used

for thickening soup. — Fr. F. beurre roux,

'brown butter", fr. roux (fem. rousse), 'red, red-

dish brown", fr. L. russus. See russet.

rove, intr. v., to practice robbery (obsol.) — Back

formation fr. rover, 'sea robber'.

rove, 1) intr. v., to shoot at random; 2) intr. v.,

to wander about aimlessly; tr. v., to wander

over. — ME. roven; prob. a blend of rover, 'sea

robber", and ON. rafa, rdpa, 'to wander'. The

orig. meaning of rove was 'to wander about

robbing".

rove, tr. v., to draw through a small opening. —
In gradational relationship to reeve, 'to pass

through a hole".

Derivatives: rov-er, n., rov-ing, n. and adj., rov-

ing-ly, adv., rov-ing-ness, n.

rove, n., twisted roll of wool. — Fr. rove, 'to draw

through a small opening".

Derivative: rove, tr. v., to twist rolls of wool.

rover, n., sea robber, pirate. — ME., fr. MDu.
rover, fr. MDu. (= Du.) rover, fr. MDu. (

=
Du.) roven, 'to rob, plunder", fr. MDu. (= Du.)

roof, 'spoil, plunder", which is rel. to OE. reaf,

of s.m., reafian, 'to reave'. See reave and agential

suff. -er and cp. rove, 'to wander".

rover, n., 1) a mark selected at random (a term of

archery); 2) one who wanders. — ME., fr. ro-

ven, 'to shoot at random; to wander". See rove,

'to wander", and agential suff. -er.

row, n., line, rank. — ME. rawe, rowe, fr. OE.

raw, rSw, 'row, succession", rel. to MDu. rie,

Du. rij, 'row", OHG. rihan, MHG. rihen, 'to

thread", OHG. riga, MHG. rlhe, 'Une', G. Reihe,

'row, line, series", ON. riga, rega, 'string", fr.

I.-E. base *reikh-, 'to scratch, tear; a line",

whence also OI. rikhdti, 'scratches', rekha, 'line',

Gk. epsiKstv, 'to tear', and prob. also L. ri-ma,

'crack, cleft, fissure'. Cp. regatta. Cp. also rima.

Derivative: row, tr. v., to place in lines.

row, tr. v., to propel with oars; intr. v., to propel

a boat with oars. — ME. rowen, fr. OE. rowan,

rel. to ON. rda, Du. roeien, MHG. riiejen, fr.

I.-E. base *ere-, 'to row; oar', whence also OI.

aritrah, 'oar', Gk. ^psaoEiv, IpE-rTeiv, 'to row',

EpETT]?, 'rower', EpeTfxov, 'oar', Tpir.pv):;, 'a tri-

reme", L. remus, 'oar", Lith. iriii, trti, 'to row",

Irklas, 'oar", Olr. rame, 'oar'. Cp. rudder. Cp.

also bireme and words there referred to. Cp. also

the first element in trierarch.

Derivatives: row, n., the act of rowing, row-er,

n., row-ing, n.

row, n., noise, disturbance. — Prob. back forma-

tion fr. rouse, n. (see rouse, 'to awake"), mis-

taken for a plural. For a similar loss of the letter

s cp. pea and words there referred to. Cp.

rowdy.

Derivative: row, tr. v., to scold; intr. v., to en-

gage in a quarrel.

rowan, n., 1) the mountain-ash; 2) the berries of

the mountain-ash. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. ON.
reynir, ron, Swed. ronn, 'the rowan".

rowdy, n., a rough, quarrelsome person. — Prob.

a derivative of row, 'noise, uproar".

Derivatives: rowdy, adj., rowdi-ly, adv., rowdi-

ness, n., rowdy-ish, adj., rowdy-ism, n.

rowel, n., pointed wheel in a spur.— ME. rowelle,

ruel, fr. OF. roele, rouele (F. rouelle), 'a small

wheel", dimin. of roue, 'wheel', fr. L. rota. See

rota and -el, and cp. rouelle, roulette.

Derivative: rowel, tr. v.

rowlandite, n., an yttrium silicate (mineral.) —
Named after the American physicist Henry

Augustus Rowland (IMS-190\). For the ending

see subst. suff". -ite.

rowlock, n., an oarlock. — An alteration of oar-

lock, through the substitution of the verb row,

'to propel with oars', for the noun oar.

Ro.xana, n., fem. PN. — L. Roxdne, fr. Gk.
" PcoEavTj, which is of Persian origin. Cp. Avestic

raoxshna-, 'shining, brilliant'.

royal, adj. — ME. roial, fr. MF. roiat (F. royal),

fr. L. regdlis, 'pertaining to a king, royal', fr.

rex, gen. regis, 'king'. See rex and cp. regal and

real, 'a coin", which are doublets of royal. Cp.

also viceroy, corduroy.

Derivatives: royal, n., royal-ism, n., royal-ist, n.,

royal-ist-ic, adj., royal-ize, intr. and tr. v., royal-

iz-ation, n., royal-ly, adv., royally (q.v.)

royalty, n. — ME. roialte, fr. MF. roialte (F.

royaute), fr. VL. *regdlitdtem, ace. of *regdtitds,

fr. L. regdlis. See royal and -ty and cp. regality,

realty, which are doublets of royalty.

-rrhagia, combining form used to denote 'a burst-

ing forth, excessive flow", as in menorrhagia

(med.)— Medical L., fr. Gk. -ppayia, 'a burst-

ing forth', from the stem of pYiyvuva!., 'to break

forth, burst forth'. See regma.

-rrhea, -rrhoea, combining form meaning a 'flow,

flowing', as in diarrhea, gonorrhea, pyorrhea. —
Medical L., fr. Gk. -ppoia, fr. pota, "flow, flux',

from the stem of pEiv, 'to flow'. See rheo-.

rub, tr. and intr. v. — ME. rubben, rel. to Dan.

rubbe, 'to rub, scrub', Norw. rubba, of s.m.,

rubben, 'rough' ; of uncertain origin. Cp. rubbish,

rubble.

Derivatives: rub, n., rubb-er, n., rubb-ing, n.

rub-a-dub, n., sound of a beaten drum. — Imita-

tive.

rubber, n., cautchouc. — Short for India rubber

(see rub and agential suff". -er); so called from its

use for erasing.

Derivatives: rubber, adj. and tr. v.

rubber, n., a term used at whist and bridge. — Of

uncertain origin.

rubbish, n., waste, refuse. — ME. robeux, robous,

robys; perh. orig. meaning 'that which is rubbed

off' and rel. to rub.

Derivatives: rubbish, adj., ruhhish-ing, adj.,

rubbish-ing-ly, adv., rubbish-ly, adv., rubbish-ry,

n., rubbish-y, adj.

rubble, n., broken pieces of stone. — ME. robyl,

robel, rubel, prob. rel. to prec. word.

Derivative: rubbl-y, adj.

rubefacient, adj., causing redness. — L. rubefa-

ciens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of rubefacere. See

rubify and -facient.

Derivative: rubefacient, n.

rubefaction, n., the act of causing redness. — See

prec. word and -ion.

rubella, n., a contagious disease with an eruption

resembling measles (German measles). — Med-

ical L., fr. L. rubellus, 'reddish', dimin. of ruber,

'red'. See rubric,

rubellite, n., a red tourmaline. — Formed with

subst. suff. -ite fr. L. rubellus, 'reddish". See ru-

bric and cp. prec. word.

rubeola, n., 1) measles; 2) rubella. — Medical L.,

fr. L. rubeus, 'reddish', fr. ruber, 'red'. See ru-

bric,

rubescence, n., a reddening. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce.

rubescent, adj., reddening. — L. rubescens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of rubescere, 'to grow red', in-

choative of rubere, 'to be red". See rubric and

-escent and cp. erubescent,

rubeosis, n., reddening of the iris imed.) — A
Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. rubeus, 'reddish',

and Gk. suff. -oiaig. See rubric and -osis.

Rubiaceae, n. pi., the madder family (hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Rubus with sufF. -aceae.

nibiaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.



rubicund

rubicund, adj., reddish, ruddy. — F. rubicond, fr.

L. rubicundus, fr. ruhere, 'to be red' (see rubric).

For the suff. -cundus cp. fecund Sind words there

referred to.

rubiciuidity, n. — ML. rubicunditas, fr. L. rubi-

cundus. See prec. word and -ity.

rubidium, n., name of a rare, silver-white metallic

element {chem.) — ModL., coined by the Ger-

man chemist Robert Wilhelm Bunsen (181 1-99)

fr. L. rubidus, 'reddish', fr. rubere, 'to be red'

(see rubric) ; so called from the two red lines of

its spectrum. For the ending see chem. suff. -ium.

rubify, tr. v., to redden {rare). — ME. rubifyen,

fr. MF. rubifter (F. rubefier), fr. VL. rubeficdre,

freq. of L. rubefacere, 'to make red', fr. rubere,

'to be red'. See rubric and -fy and cp. rubefacient.

rubiginous, adj., rusty, rust-colored. — Formed

fr. L. robigo, rublgo, gen. -iginis, 'rust', fr. ruber,

'red'. See rubric and -ous and cp. roil.

rubigo, n., a parasitic fungus. — L. rUbigo, 'rust'.

See prec. word.

ruble, rouble, n., the unit of the monetary system

of the U.S.S.R. — F. rouble, fr. Russ. rubl', fr.

rubiti, 'to chop, cut'; so called because at the

time when metallic currency was introduced in

Russia (i.e. in the 14th cent.), it became custom-

ary there to pay in bars of silver, the correspond-

ing equivalent being simply cut off.

rubor, n., redness. — L., rel. to ruber, 'red'. See

rubric and -or.

rubric, n., 1) a heading, entry, etc., usually written

or printed in red ; 2) a liturgical direction, orig.

written or printed in red. — ME. rubrike,

'red ocher, heading of a book or its part written

in red', fr. MF. (= F.) rubrique, fr. L. ruhrica,

'red earth ; title of law written in red', hence 'law,

instruction', fr. ruber, 'red', which is rel. to ru-

bere, 'to be red', rufus, 'red, reddish', and derives

fr. I.-E. base *rudhro-, 'red'. See red and cp. ru-

fous. For the ending see suff. -ic.

Derivatives: rubric-al, adj., rubric-al-ly, adv.,

rubricate (q.v.), rubric-ian, n., rubric-ism, n.,

rubric-ist, n.

rubricate, tr. v., to mark with red. — L. rubri-

cdtus, pp. of rubricdre, 'to color red', fr. rubrica.

See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

rubricate, adj., marked with red. — Fr. L. rubri-

cdtus. See rubricate, v.

rubrication, n., the act of marking with red. —
See rubricate, v., and -ion.

Rubus, n., a genus of plants of the rose family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. L. rubus, 'bramble bush',

of uncertain etymology. It is perh. cogn. with

Goth, raupjan, OHG., MHG. roufen, G. raufen,

'to pluck out'; see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., II,

445-446 s.v. rubus.

ruby, n., a deep-red gem. — ME., fr. OF. rubi

(F. rubis), fr. ML. rubinus, fr. L. rubeus, 'red',

fr. rubere, 'to be red' ; see rubric. Cp. OProven?.

robi, robin, robina. It. rubino, which also derive

fr. ML. rubinus. The F. form rubis is prop, the

plural of r«6(, mistaken for a singular. See rubric.

rucervine, adj., pertaining to the genus Rucervus.

— Formed with adj. suff. -ine fr. ModL. Rucer-

vus, a genus of large deer, a hybrid coined from

the first syllable of Malay rusa, 'deer', and L.

cervus, 'deer'. See Rusa and cervine.

ruche, n., a strip of lace, ribbon, etc. — F. ruche,

'beehive, ruche', fr. OF. rusche, 'beehive', fr.

Gaul, rusca, 'bark'. Cp. Olr. ruse, Gael. rUsg,

'bark'.

Derivatives: ruch-ed, adj., ruch-ing, n.

ruck, n., band, crowd. — ME. ruke, of Scand.

origin. Cp. dial. Swed. ruka, 'a little heap', and

see rick.

Derivatives: ruck, tr. v., ruck-er, n.

ruck, n., crease, wrinkle.

—

ON. hrukka, 'wrinkle',

rel. to OHG. runza (for *hrunkzd), MHG. runze,

'wrinkle' (with the diminutives: OHG. runzaia,

MHG., G. runzel). Cp. frounce, wrinkle.

Derivative: ruck, tr. and intr. v., to wrinkle.

ruckle, n., wrinkle. — Formed fr. ruck, 'wrinkle',

with dimin. suff. -le.

Derivative: ruckle, tr. and intr. v., to wrinkle.

rucksack, n., a knapsack made to strap on the

shoulder. — G. Rucksack, fr. Riicken, 'back',

and Sack, 'sack, bag'. See ridge, n., and sack,

'bag'.

ruction, n., uproar, quarrel. — Altered fr. earlier

rection, a shortening of insurrection. The Irish

insurrection of 1798 is often referred to popu-

larly as 'the Ruction'.

rud, also rudd, n., red color. — ME. rude, rudde,

fr. OE. rudu, rel. to read, 'red'. See red and cp.

rudd, the fish, ruddle, ruddock, ruddy.

Rudbeckia, n., a genus of plants of the aster fam-

ily (bot.) — ModL., named after the Swedish

botanist Olaf Rudbeck (1630-1 702). For the end-

ing see 1st suff. -ia.

rudd, n., a red-finned fish, the redeye. — Lit. 'red

(fish)', rel. to rud (q.v.)

rudder, n.— ME. rother, fr. OE. roder, 'a paddle',

rel. to OFris. rother, MLG. roder, MDu. roeder,

Du. roer, OHG. ruodar, MHG. ruoder, G.

Ruder, 'oar", formed fr. the Teut. stem *r6-, 'to

row', with the suff. -pra, which is used to form

neutral names of tools; hence OE. roder, etc.,

orig. meant 'a tool to row with'. Cp. OI. aritrah,

'oar", and see row, 'to propel with oars'.

Derivatives: rudder, tr. v., rudder-less, adj.

ruddle, n., a variety of red ocher. — Formed fr.

OE. rudu, 'red color" (see rud) with dimin. suflf.

-le.

Derivative: ruddle, tr. v.

ruddock, n., the robin. — ME. ruddok, fr. OE.

rudduc, 'robin', fr.rudu, 'red color'. See rud and

dimin. suff. -ock.

ruddy, adj. — ME. rudi, fr. OE. rudig, fr. rudu,

'red color'. See rud and adj. suff. -y (representing

OE. -ig).

Derivatives: ruddy, tr. and intr. v., rudd-i-ly,

adv., rudd-i-ness, n.

rude, adj. — ME. rude, fr. OF. (= F.) rude, fr. L.

rudis, 'unwrought, unformed, rough, raw; igno-

rant', of uncertain origin; not cogn. with raudus,

'shapeless piece of brass used as a coin', nor

with E. red. See P. Persson, Beitrage zur indo-

germanischen Wortforschung, Uppsala, 1910-

12, p. 299. Cp. rudiment, erudite.

Derivatives: rude-ly, adv., rude-ness, n., rud-ish,

adj.

Riidesheimer, n., a kind of white wine. — Prop,

'wine of Riidesheim', a town on the Rhine in

Germany.

rudiment, n., element. — L. rudlmentum, 'first at-

tempt, beginning', fr. rudis, 'unwrought'. See

rude and -ment.

Derivatives: rudiment-al, adj., rudiment-ary,

adj., rudiment-ari-ly, adv., rudiment-ari-ness, n.,

rudiment-ation, n.

Rudolph, Rudolf, masc. PN. — Borrowed fr. G.

Rudolf, fr. OHG. Hrodulf, lit. 'wolf of fame', fr.

hruod-, ruod- (in compounds), 'fame, glory', and

wolf, 'wolf. For the first element see rummer,

for the second see wolf. Cp. Rolf.

Rudra, n., the god of storms in Vedic mythology.

— OI. Rudrdh, lit. 'the howler, roarer', from the

stem oi ruddti, roditi, 'weeps, laments, bewails',

rel. to Avestic raod-, 'to weep', and cogn. with

L. rudere, 'to roar, bellow', OSlav. rydayq, 'I

wail, lament', Lith. raudd, 'wail, lamentation',

raudoti, 'to wail, lament', OE. reotan, OHG.
riozan, MHG. riezen, 'to wail, lament', fr. I.-E.

*reu-d-, 'to cry, weep, lament', an enlargement

of the I.-E. imitative base *re-, *rd-, 'to shout,

cry, be hoarse', whence L. ravus, 'hoarse'. See

raucous.

rue, tr. and intr. v., to regret.— ME. rewen, ruen,

fr. OE. hreowan, 'to sadden, cause repentance',

rel. to OS. hreuwan, OHG. hriuwan, MHG.
riuwen, G. reuen, 'to sadden, cause repentance',

Du. rouwen, 'to mourn'. These words are pos-

sibly cogn. with OI. karund, 'compassion',

OSlav. su-krusili, 'to smash, shatter', sS-

krus'enije, 'contrition'. See anacrusis and cp.

ruth.

rue, n., regret, compassion. — ME. rewe, fr. OE.

hreow, 'grief, repentance", fr. hreowan, 'to sad-

den, cause repentance' ; rel. to MDu. rouwe, Du.

rouw, 'mourning', OHG. hriuwa, hreuwa, riuwa,

'regret, repentance', MHG. riuwe, G. Reue, of

s.m. See prec. word.

Derivatives: rue-ful, adj., rue-ful-ly, adv., rue-

ful-ness, n., ru-er, n., rue-some, adj., ru-ing, n.

rue, n., a bitter herb, Ruta graveolens. — F., fr.

L. ruta, fr. Gk. puTr,, 'rue', which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. Ruta.

ruelle, n., the space between a bed and the wall;

morning reception in a bedroom. — F., lit. 'lane,

alley', dimin. of rue, 'street', fr. L. riiga, 'crease,

wrinkle, furrow", in VL. also used in the sense

of 'way lined by houses, lane". Cp. It. and

OProvenQ. ruga, Sp. arruga, 'wrinkle, crease",

and see ruga and -elle.

Ruellia, n., a genus of plants of the family Acan-

thaceae (bot.)— ModL., named after the French

botanist Jean de la Ruelle (1474-1537). For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

rufescence, n., reddishness. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce.

rufescent, adj., reddish. — L. rufescens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of rufescere, 'to become red-

dish', an inchoative verb formed fr. rufus, 'red'.

See rufous and -escent.

ruff, n., a kind of large collar, stiffly starched,

worn in the 17th cent. — Back formation fr.

ruffle, 'frill'. See ruffle, 'to wrinkle'.

Derivative: ruff-ed, adj.

ruff, n., trump (at whist). — MF. roffle, ronfle,

corruption of triomphe. See triumph and cp.

trump, 'a winning card'.

Derivative: ruff, intr. and tr. v., to trump.

ruff, n., a perchlike freshwater fish (Acerina cer-

nua). — ME. ruffe, ruf, prob. rel. to rough,

rufhan, n., and adj. — MF. (= F.) rufian, 'a

pimp', fr. OProven?. rufian, rofian, fr. It. ruffia-

no, which is prob. of Teut. origin and rel. to

rough.

Derivatives: ruffian-ish, adj., ruffian-ism, n.,

ruffian-ize, tr. v., ruffian-ly, adv.

ruffle, tr. v., 1) to wrinkle; to draw into folds; 2)

to disturb, upset; intr. v., to be ruffled. — ME.

ruffelen, 'to wrinkle'. Cp. LG. ruffelen, 'to

wrinkle, curl'. Cp. also ruff, 'large collar'.

Derivatives: ruffle, n., that which is ruffled, a

frill, ruffl-ed, adj., ruffl-er, n., rufft-ing, n., ruffl-

y, adj., ruffi-i-ness, n.

ruffle, intr. v., to swagger. — ME. ruffelen, 'to

swagger', prob. identical in origin with the prec.

word.

Derivative: ruffl-er, n.

rufl", combining form meaning 'red'. — Fr. L.

rQfus. See next word.

rufous, adj., reddish. — L. rUfus, 'red, reddish,

red-haired', an Osco-Umbrian word rel. to L.

ruber, 'red'. See rubric and cp. Rufus, Griffith.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Rufus, masc. PN. — Lit. 'red-haired', fr. L. rufus.

See prec. word.

rug, n. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. Swed. rugg,

'rough hair', ON. rogg, 'tuft, shagginess' ; rel. to

E. rag and rough and to the next word.

Derivative: rugg-ing, n.

ruga, n., wrinkle, fold.— L. ruga, cogn. with Lith.

raUkas, 'wrinkle', runku, ritkti, 'to shrink', rau-

kiu, raukli, 'to wrinkle', OI. rukfdh, 'rough",

OHG., OE. ruh, 'rough'. See rough and cp.

rugate, rugose, corrugate, arroyo. Cp. also ruelle.

Cp. also prec. word.

rugate, adj., having folds. — L. rugdtus, pp. of

rugare, 'to crease, wrinkle', fr. ruga. See ruga

and adj. suff. -ate.

Rugby, n., also Rugby football.— So called from

the system of football first played at Rugby

School in Warwickshire.

rugged, adj. — Formed fr. rug with 1st suff. -cd.

Derivatives: rugged-ly, adv., rugged-ness, a.



rugger

rugger, n., Rugby football (slang). — Altered fr.

Rugby (q.v.)

rugose, adj., creased, wrinkled. — L. rugosus,

'wrinkled', fr. ruga. See ruga and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivative: rugose-ly, adv.

rugosity, n., 1) state of being rugose; 2) a wrinkle.

— Late L. rugositas, fr. L. rugosus. See prec.

word and -ity.

rugous, adj., creased, wrinkled. — L. rugosus,

'wrinkled'. See rugose. For the ending see suff.

-ous.

ruin, n. — ME* ruine, fr. MF. (— F.) ruine, fr. L.

ruina, 'fall, downfall, disaster, catastrophe,

ruin', fr. ruere, 'to fall violently', which is of un-

certain origin. L. congruere, 'to come together',

and ingruere, 'to rush or break into', are not

related to ruere (see congruent).

ruin, tr. and intr. v.— MF. (= F.) ruiner, fr. ML.
ruinare, fr. L. ruina. See ruin, n.

Derivatives: ruin-able, adj., ruinate, v. (q.v.),

ruin-ed, adj., ruin-er, n., ruinous (q.v.)

ruinate, tr. v., to ruin (archaic). — ML. ruindtus,

pp. of ruinare, 'to demolish, destroy', fr. L.

ruina. See ruin, n., and verbal suff. -ate.

ruination, n. — Formed with suff. -ion fr. ML.
ruindtus, pp. of ruinare. See prec. word-.

ruinous, adj., causing ruin; decayed. — ME.
ruinose, fr. Late L. ruinosus, 'tumbling down,

going to ruin', fr. L. ruina. See ruin, n., and

-ous.

Derivatives: ruinous-ly, adv., ruinous-ness, n.

rule, n. — ME. reule, riule, fr. OF. reule, riule, fr.

L. regula, 'a straight piece of wood, ruler, rule',

which is rel. to regere, 'to keep straight, lead,

direct, rule'. See regent, adj., and cp. rail, 'bar',

regula, rillettes. In Modern French the OF.

forms reule, riule were replaced by regie, fr. OF.

regie, a learned word derived directly fr. Latin

regula.

Derivatives: rule-dom, n., rule-less, adj.

rule, tr. and intr. v. — ME. reulen, rulen, fr. OF.

reuler, riuler, fr. L. reguldre, 'to direct, regulate',

fr. regula. See rule, n., and cp. regulate.

Derivatives: rul-er, n., rul-er-ship, n., rul-ing,

adj. and n., rul-ing-ly, adv.

nun, n., spirit, alcoholic liquor. — Shortened fr.

rumbullion.

Derivatives: rumm-y, adj., 1) pertaining to rum;

drunk; n., a drunkard.

rum, adj., queer. — Orig. a cant word meaning

'good, fine', prob. a corruption of Gypsy rom,

'man, husband; gypsy man'. See rom and cp.

the first element in rumbustious.

Derivatives: rum-ly, adv., rum-ness, a., rumm-y,

adj., rumm-i-ly, adv., rumm-i-ness, n.

Rumanian, also Romanian, Roumanian, adj. and

n. — Formed fr. ModL. Romania, Rumania,

'Rumania', fr. Rumanian Roman, now spelled

Romin, fr. L. Romanus, 'Roman'. See Roman
and -ian.

rumba, n., name of a dance. — Sp., of uncertain

origin.

rumble, intr. v., to make a low, heavy noise ; tr. v.,

to cause to make such a noise. — ME. romblen,

rumblen, of imitative origin. Cp. Du. rommelen,

G. rummeln, 'to rumble', ON. rymja, 'to roar,

grumble', rymr, 'a roaring, grumbling', and see

rumor.

Derivatives: rumble, n., rumbl-er, n., rumbl-ing,

adj. and n., rumbl-ing-ty, adv.

rumble, n., a low heavy noise. — ME. rumbel, fr.

rumblen. See rumble, v.

Derivative: rumbl-y, adj.

rumbullion, n., rum (pbsol.) — Prob. of imitative

origin. Cp. rum, 'spirit'.

rumbustious, adj., boisterous. — Prob. a blend of

rum, 'queer', and robustious (see robust).

Derivative: rumbustious-ness, n.

rumen, n., the first stomach of ruminants. —
ModL., fr. L. rUmen, 'throat, gullet', of uncer-

tain origin; possibly cogn. with OI. romanthafi,

'chewing the cud, rumination'. Lith. raumuo,

'flesh of the muscle', is not cogn. with rUmen,

but with ruber, 'red'. Cp. ruminant.

Rumex, n., a genus of plants, the dock, the sorrel

(bot.) — ModL., fr. L. rumex, 'sorrel', of uncer-

tain origin.

ruminant, adj. and n. — L. rUmindns, gen. -antis,

pres, part, of rUmindri. See next word and -ant.

ruminate, intr. v., to chew the cud; to meditate;

tr. v., to chew over again; to muse on. — L. rd-

mindtus, pp. of rdmindri, 'to chew the cud', fr.

rumen, gen. -inis, 'throat, gullet'. See rumen

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: ruminat-ing, adj., ruminat-ing-ly,

adv., ruminat-ive, adj., ruminat-ive-ly, adv.

rumination, n. — L. rdmindtio, 'a chewing the

cud', fr. rdmindtus, pp. of rdmindri. See prec.

word and -ion.

ruminator, n., a person who ruminates. — L.

rumindtor, 'one that chews again', fr. rdmindtus,

pp. of rdmindri. See ruminate and agential suff.

-or.

nimkin, n., a kind of drinking vessel. — Prob. fr.

Du. roomerken, dimin. of roemer. See rummer

and -kin.

rummage, n., 1) a thorough search; 2) miscellane-

ous articles. — Aphetic fr. MF. arrumage (F.

arrimage), 'stowing of goods in the hold of a

ship', fr. arrumer (F. arrimer) 'to stow goods in

the hold of a ship ; to stow the cargo', a hybrid

coined fr. a (fr. L. ad, 'to, toward') and -rumer;

which is of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG., OE. rum,

'room, space', and see room. For the ending see

suff. -age. OProven?. arumar, Sp. arrumar, 'to

stow the cargo,' are also Teut. loan words.

Derivatives: rummage, intr. v., to search thor-

oughly, rummag-er, n.

rummer, n., a large drinking glass.— Du. roemer,

fr. roemen, 'to boast', fr. roem, 'praise, glory',

fr. MDu. roem, which is rel. to OS. hrdm, OHG.
hruom, ruom, MHO. ruom, G. Ruhm, 'praise,

glory', and further to OHG. hruod-, ruod- (in

compounds), ON. hrodr, OE. hrod, hrad, 'fame.
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glory'. All these words are traceable to Teut.

*hr6-, which corresponds to the I.-E. imitative

base *qar-, *qard-, 'to cry, shout, call', whence
OI. kdrith, 'singer, poet'. Dor. Gk. xap\35, Gk.
xrjp'j^, 'herald', xapicatpsiv, 'to resound'. See

caduceus and cp. kerygma. Cp. also the first ele-

ment in Robert and in words there referred to.

G. Romer and F. rumer, 'rummer', are Dutch
loan words. Du. roemer orig. denoted a cup
with which the toast of a person is proposed for

the sake oi praising him.

rumor, rumour, n. — ME. rumour, fr. OF. ru-

mour, rumeur (F. rumeur), fr. L. rumdrem, ace.

of rumor, 'common talk, report, hearsay', from
the l.-E. imitative base *re-, *rd-, *ru-, whence
also OI. rdyati, 'barks', rauti, ruvdti, ravati,

'roars', Gk. w-puea^ai, 'to howl, roar', OE.
rpn, 'a roaring', L. raucus (for *rd"icos), fr.

ravus. 'hoarse'. See raucous and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: rumo(u)r, tr. v., rumo{u)r-ed, n.,

rumo(u)r-ous, adj.

rump, n. — ME. rumpe, of Scand. origin. Cp.

Dan. rumpe, Swed. rumpa, 'rump', which are

related to MLG. rump, 'trunk, body', Du. romp,

MHG. rumph, G. Rump/, of s.m.

Derivatives: rumpy, n., rump-less, adj.

rumple, tr. v., to wrinkle. — MDu. rompelen, rel.

to Du. rimpelen, 'to wrinkle', OE. hrympel,

'wrinkle', OHG. hrimpfan, rimpfan, MHG.
rimpfeit, G. rSmpfen, of s.m., and cogn.

with Gk. xpi(x|3o?, 'dry, shriveled', Kpd|xpr;,

'cabbage', xpo[j,poi)v (assimilated fr. *xpa[j.-

^oOv), 'to roast', Lith. kremblps, 'mushroom,
fungus", fr. I.-E. base *qremb-, a nasalized en-

largement of base *q{e)reb-, 'to curve, contract,

shrink'. Cp. rimple, ramp, 'to climb'. Cp. also

corf, Crambe, crambo and the first element in

Carphophis and in cromlech. Cp. also harp.

rumple, n., wrinkle. — MDu. rompel, whence
rompelen, 'to wrinkle'. See rumple, v.

rumpus, n., uproar. — Of uncertain origin.

run, intr. v. — ME. runnen, ronnen, pp. of rinnen,

rennen, partly fr. ON. rinna, partly fr. OE. rin-

nan, 'to flow, run', which are rel. to OE. irnan,

iernan, iornan, 'to flow, run', Swed. rinna, Dan.
rinde, MDu. runnen, OS., OHG., Goth, rinnan,

MHG., G. rinnen, 'to flow, run". ON. renna, OE.
gerennan, 'to cause to run', Goth, ur-ranjan, 'to

cause to rise', OS. rennian, MDu., OHG.,
MHG. rennen, Swed. rdnna. Dan. rende, 'to

cause to run", are causative forms of the respec-

tive primitive verbs. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. base *er-, *or-, 'to set in motion, stir up,

raise', whence also OI. drnah, 'undulating, surg-

ing (waves)', L. oriri, 'to rise'. See orient, n., and
cp. rise. Cp. also random, rennet, 'membrane of

calfs stomach", rhine, 'ditch", rill, runlet,

'runnel', runnel, ember days.

run, n., the act of running. — ME. rune, fr.

runnen, 'to run'. Cp. OE. ryne, 'running, flowing,

course, watercourse, cycle, bed of a river', Goth.

runs, OFris. rene, 'running, course', ON. run,

'running, course', runa, 'row, rank, series', and
see rim, v. Cp. also rhine.

runagate, n., a vagabond. — Folk-etymological

alteration of ME. renegate (see renegade), taken

for the compound of run and agate, 'away', lit.

'on the road', fr. a- = on, and gate, 'road, lane'.

runcinate, adj., saw-toothed.— L. runcindtus, pp.

of runcindre, 'to plane off', fr. runcina, 'a plane',

a blend of Gk. puzdvyj, 'a plane', and L. run-

cdre, 'to weed out, clear of weeds', which are

prob. cogn. with each other and with Gk.
opuaao) (for *6piJXto>), 'I dig', OI. luncdti,

'plucks, pulls', Lett, ruket, 'to dig', Olr. rucht,

'hog, pig', lit. 'the rooting animal'. Cp. Oryx.

For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

rundale, n., a system of division of lands in Ire-

land. — Compounded of run and dale. North-

em form of dole, 'small portion'.

rundle, n., rung of a ladder. — ME. rundel, a var.

of roundel. See roundel.

rune, n., 1) any of the letters of the ancient Teut.

alphabet; 2) mystery; magic. — ME. roun, fr.

OE. run, 'mystery, secret; counsel, discussion;

whisper; runic character', rel. to ON. run, 'a

secret, magic sign, runic character', OHG.
rana, MHG. rune, 'a secret, a secret conversa-

tion, whisper', G. Rune, 'rune, runic letter',

Goth, runa, 'a secret, a secret conversation', and
to OE. rdnian, ON. reyna, 'to whisper'. Cp. al-

raun and round, 'to whisper'.

Derivatives: run-ic, adj., run-ic-al-ly, adv.

rung, n., a round of a ladder. — ME. rung, rong,

fr. OE. hrung, 'staff, pole', rel. to MLG., MHG.
runge, 'stake, stud, stave', MDu. ronghe, range,

Du. rong, 'rung', G. Runge, 'stake, stud stave',

Goth, hrugga, 'staflf'; of uncertain origin; pos-

sibly meaning orig. 'round staff', and rel. to OE.
hring, etc., 'ring'. See ring, n.

runlet, n., a small cask (archaic). — OF. rondelet,

double dimin. formed fr. rond, 'round', fr. L.

rotundus. See round, adj., and -let.

runlet, n., runnel, rill. — Formed fr. run, n.,

with dimin. suff. -let. Cp. runnel.

runnel, n., rivulet. — ME. rinel, runel, fr. OE.
rynel, lit. 'little runner', formed from the base of

OE. rinnan, 'to flow, run', with dimin. suff. -el.

See run and -el.

runt, n. 1) a small ox or cow; 2) a stunted animal

or person. — Rel. to OS. hrith, OFris. hrither,

MDu., Du. rund, OHG. hrind, rind, MHG.
rint, G. Rind, OE. hrider, hryder, 'ox, cow'. See

rother.

rupa, n., form, shape (Hinduism). — OI. rupdh,

'appearance, color, form, shape, likeness, im-

age, picture, beauty', perhaps related to OI. ydr-

pas, 'figure, dexterity', and cogn. with Avestic

var p-, 'to mark", Lith. verpiii, vefpti, 'to spin'.

See vervain and cp. next word. Cp. also rupee,

arupa.

rupee, n., an Indian coin. — Hind, rdpiyah, fr.

OI. rUpyafi, 'silver', orig. 'something provided
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with a picture, a coin', fr. riipdh, 'shape, like-

ness, image'. See prec. word.

Rupert, masc. PN. — Prob. a blend of G. Ru-

precht and Robert (q.v.)

rupestrian, adj., consisting of rock.— Formed fr.

L. rupes, 'rock', which is rel. to rumpere, 'to

break, burst, tear, rend'. See rupture and -ian.

For the relationship between L. rupes and rum-

pere cp. L. saxum, 'rock, stone', which is rel. to

secare, 'to cut', OE. clif, 'cliff', which is rel. to

OE. cleofan, 'to split, cleave', ON. sker, 'an iso-

lated rock in the sea', which is rel. to ON. skera,

'to cut, shear', and Gk. Xe::a? 'a bare rock,

crag', which is prob. rel. to Xetcew, 'to strip off,

peel' (see saxatile, cliff, skerry and lapidary, adj.)

rupia, n., a skin disease occuring esp. in tertiary

syphilis (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. punoc,

'dirt, filth'. See rhyparography and 1st -ia.

Derivative: rupi-al, adj.

Ruppia, n., a genus of plants, the ditch grass

(hot) — ModL., named after the German bot-

anist Heinrich Bernhard Ruppius (1689-1719).

rupture, n.— ME. ruptur, fr. MF. (= F.) rupture,

fr. L. ruptura, 'a fracture, breach', fr. ruptus, pp.

of rumpere, 'to break, burst, tear, rend', which

is cogn. with OE. reafian, 'to seize, rob, plun-

der', reofan, 'to tear, break', ON. rjUfa, 'to

break'. See reave and -ure and cp. abrupt, bank-

rupt, corrupt, corruption, disrupt, disruption,

erupt, eruption, interrupt. Interruption, irrupt,

irruption, rote, 'routine', roture, rout, 'rabble',

rout, 'to put to flight', route, routier, routine,

rupestrian, rutter.

Derivatives: rupture, tr. and intr. v., ruptur-ed,

adj.

rural, adj., of the country. — ME., fr. L. rurdlis,

'pertaining to the country', fr. rUs, gen. ruris,

'the country', which is cogn. with OSlav. ravinu,

'level', Olr. roi, roe, 'plain field', OE. rum, etc.,

'space'. See room and cp. roister, Rurltanian,

rustic. For the ending see adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: rural-ism, n., rural-ist, n., rural-ile,

n., rural-ity, n., rural-ize, tr. v., rural-iz-alion,

a., rural-ly, adv.

ruridecanal, adj., pertaining to a rural dean. —
Compounded of L. rUs, gen. ruris, 'the country',

and decdnus, 'dean'. See rural and decanal.

Ruritanian, adj., Utopian. — Formed with suff.

-an fr. Ruritania, an imaginary kingdom in The

Prisoner of Zenda, by Anthony Hope (1863-

1933). The name Ruritania was formed fr. L.

riis, gen. ruris, 'country' (see rural), on analogy

oi Aquitania.

Rusa, n., the genus of the East Indian deer (zool.)

— ModL., fr. Malay rusa, 'deer'. Cp. rusine.

ruse, n., trick, wile. — MF. (= F.), 'trick, wile',

back formation fr. ruser, 'to use trickery', fr.

reuser, 'to get out of the way, to cause to re-

treat', fr. VL. refusare, freq. of L. refundere (pp.

refusus), 'to pour back; to fling back, refuse, re-

ject'. See refuse and cp. refimd. Cp. also rush,

'to run forward'.
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rush, n., name of various aquatic plants (bot.) —
ME. risk, rush, fr. OE. rise, rysc, rel. to MLG.
rusch, risch, MHG. rusch, rusche, 'rush', and

possibly cogn. with Lith. rezgis, 'basket, wicker-

work', rezgU, regsti, 'to bind, lace, cord', L.

restis, for *rezgtis, 'rope, cord', Ol. rdjjuh, 'rope,

cord'. Cp. restiform.

Derivatives: rush, tr. v., to strew with rushes,

to work with rushes; intr. v., to gather rushes,

rush-like, adj., rush-y, n., rush-i-ness, n.

rush, intr. and tr. v., to run forward. — ME.

russhen, fr. OF. reiiser, 'to get out of the way,

to cause to retreat'. See ruse, n., and cp. rustle,

'to act energetically'.

Derivatives: rush, a.., rush-ing, adj., rush-ing-ly,

adv., rush-ing-ness, n.

rusine, adj., resembling the deer of the genus

Rusa. — Formed fr. Rusa with adj. suff. -ine.

Cp. rucervine.

rusk, n., light, soft bread or biscuit. — Sp. rosea,

'roll, twist of bread', rel. to Port, rosea; of un-

certain, perhaps pre-Latin, origin.

Derivative: rusk, tr. v.

rusma, n., a depilatory. — It. and F., a corrup-

tion of Turk, khorozma, inexact transliteration

of Gk. XpicTfjia, 'unguent', lit. 'anything smear-

ed on', fr. xpfs'.v, 'to smear, anoint'. See

chrism and cp. cream.

Russ, n. — F. Russe, fr. Russ. Rus, 'Russia; Rus-

sian'.

Derivative: Russ, adj.

Russet, n., also Russel cord, a kind of cotton-and-

wool fabric. — Prob. so called after the maker's

name.

russet, adj., reddish. — ME., fr. OF. rosset, rous-

set, dimin. of ros, reus (F. roux), fr. L. russus,

'red', which stands for *rudh-tos or *rudh-sos

and is rel. to ruber, 'red, reddish'. Cp. OSlav.

rusu, 'fair', Lith. raiisvas, 'reddish', rusvas, 'red-

dish brown', OHG. rosamo, 'rust', and see ru-

bric and -et. Cp. also rissole, roux, roussette,

rust, Russula.

Derivatives: russet, n., and tr. and intr. v., rus-

set-ing, n., russet-ish, adj.

Russia, n. — ML., fr. Russi, 'the Russians', fr.

Russ. Rus. See Russ.

Derivatives: Russian, n. and adj., Russian-ism,

n., Russian-ist, a., Russian-iz-ation, n.

Russia leather, also russia, n. — Named after

Russia, where it was first made.

Russiiication, n. — See next word and -ation.

Russify, tr. v., to make Russian. — Formed fr.

Russ with suff. -fy.

Russo-, combining form denoting Russia or the

Russians. — Fr. ML. RussI, 'the Russians', fr.

Russ. Rus. See Russ.

russud, n., grain, forage, etc., provided by local

officers (India). — Hind, rasad, lit. 'income', fr.

Pers. rasdd, 'going into, entering', rel. to OPers.

rasatiy, 'comes', which is formed from the pres.

stem of the verb ar-, 'to move', fr. I.-E. base *er-,

*or-, 'to set in motion', whence also L. orirl, 'to

rise'. See orient, n., and cp. words there referred
to.

Russula, n., a genus of fungi {bot.) — ModL., fr.

Late L. russula, fem. of russulus, a dimin. form-
ed fr. L. russus, 'red'. See russet and -ule.

rust, n. — MB., fr. OE. riist, rel. to OS., Swed..
OHG., MHG., G. rost, MDu. ro(_e)st, Du.
roest, Dan., Norw. rust, fr. Teut. *rusta-, cor-
responding to I.-E. *reudh-s-to-, *rudh-s-to-,

enlargement of base *reudho-, *rudho-, 'red'.

Cp. Lith. rustas, 'brownish', rudeti, 'to rust',

Lett, rasa, 'rust', ruste, 'brown color', OSlav.
riizda (for *rud^a), 'rust', and see red. Cp. also
russet.

Derivatives: rust, intr. and tr. v., rusty (q.v.),

rust-less, adj.

rustic, adj., 1) rural; 2) simple. — ME. rustyk, fr.

MF. (= F.) rustique, fr. L. rusticus, 'pertaining
to the country', fr. rus, gen. rUris, 'country'. See
rural and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: rustic, n., rustic-al, adj., rustic-al-

ness, n., rustic-ism, n., rustic-ize, tr. v., rustic-ly,

adv.

rusticate, tr. v., to send into the country; intr. v.,

to live in the country. — L. rusticdtus, pp. of
rdsticdrl, 'to live in the country', fr. rusticus.
See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

rustication, n.— L. rUsticdtio, gen. -Snis, 'a living
in the country, country life', fr. rusticdtus, pp.
of rUsticdri. See prec. word and -ion.

rusticity, n., rustic character. — MF. (= F.)
rusticite, fr. L. rusticitatem, ace. of rusticilds,

country life', fr. rusticus. See rustic and -ity.

rustle, intr. v., to emit a succession of soft, rapid
sounds; tr. v., to cause to rustle. — ME. rou-
schen, rouschelen, rustelen, rustlen, of imitative
origin. Cp. MLG. ruschen, MDu. ruusscen, Du.
ruisen, MHG. ruschen, riuschen, G. rauschen,
'to rustle', OE. hryscan, 'to creak'.

Derivatives: rustle, n., rustl-er, n., rustl-ii^,

adj., rustl-ing-ly, adv., rustl-ing-ness, n.

rustle, intr. v., to act energetically; tr. v., to get by
rustling. — A blend of the verbs rush and hustle.

Derivatives: rustle, n., rustl-er, n.

rusty, adj. — ME., fr. OE. rustig, fr. rust. See rust
and -y (representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives: rusti-ly, adv., rusti-ness, n.

rut, n., track; habit, routine. — Prob. fr. MF.
(= F.) route, 'way', fr. VL. rupta (via), lit. 'a

broken way'. See route and cp. rote, 'routine'.

Derivative: rutt-y, adj.

rut, n., sexual excitement of animals, esp. of
deer. — ME. rutte, fr. OF. ruit, rut (F. rut), fr.

L. rugttus, 'a roar', fr. pp. stem of rdgire, 'to
roar', fr. an enlarged form of the I.-E. imitative
base *reu-, *ru-, 'to shout, roar', whence also
rumor, 'common talk, report, hearsay'. See
rumor,

rut, n., a native carriage drawn by a pony or oxen
(India). — Hind, rath, 'a chariot', fr. OI.
rdthah. See rota and cp. the first element in
Rafliayatra.

rys grass

Ruta, n., a genus of plants (botl)— L. ruta, 'rue'.

See rue, 'a bitter herb'.

Rutaceae, n. pi., the rue family (bot.) — ModL.,
formed fr. Ruta with suff. -aceae.

rutaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.
ruth, n., pity (arch.)— ME. rewthe, ruthe, fr. rew-
en, ruen, 'to pity'. See rue, 'to regret', and subst.
suff. -th.

Ruth, 1) fem. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the ancestress
of David. — Heb. Ruth, prob. contraction of
r 'uth, 'companion, friend, fellow woman',
which is rel. to rea', /•e'e*, 'friend, companion!
fellow'.

Ruthenian, adj. and n. — Formed fr. ML. Ruthe-
nl, 'the Little Russians', a derivative of Russi, pi.
of Russus. See Russo- and -ian.

ruthenium, n., name of a rare metallic element
(chemistry). — ModL., a name given to this ele-
ment by the Russian chemist Karl Klauss in
1845. However, the name ruthenium is of earlier
origin. It was coined by Osann in 1828 to name
with it a new metal discovered by him, but it

was Klauss who confirmed that this metal
really contained the new element. See W. E.
Flood, The Dictionary of Chemical Names,
New York, 1963, p. 19.

Derivatives: ruthen-ate, ruthen-ic, ruthen-ious,
ruthen-ous, adjs.

ruthful, adj. — ME. rewtheful, rutheful, com-
pounded of rewthe, ruthe, 'pity', and -ful, '-ful'.

See ruth and -ful.

Derivatives: ruthful-ly, adv., ruthful-ness, n.
ruthless, adj. — ME. rewtheles, rutheles, com-
pounded of rewthe, ruthe, 'pity', and -les, '-less'.

See ruth and -less.

Derivatives
: /-uM/eji-fy, adv., ruthless-ness, n.

rutOant, adj., shining with a reddish light. —
L. rutildns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of rutildre, fr.

rutilus. See next word and -ant.

rutile, n., an adamantine mineral consisting of ti-

tanium dioxide (TiO,). — F. rutile or G. Rutil,
fr. L. rutilus, 'red; shining, glittering', which is

rel. to ruber, 'red'. See red and cp. rubric,

rutter, n., horseman, cavalry soldier. — Borrow-
ed fr. MDu. rutter (whence Du. ruiter), a var. of
ruter, ruyter, fr. OF. routier, derivative of route,
'band, troop', prop. fem. of pp. rout, 'broken',
used as a noun, fr. rompre, 'to break'. G. Reuter,
Dan. rytter and Swed. ryttare, 'rider, horseman','
are borrowed fr. Du. ruiter. F. route, 'way, path',
is of the same origin as OF. route, 'band, troop'.
See route and cp. rout, 'rabble'.

-ry, noun suff. — A shortened form of -ery.

rye, n., a cereal plant. — ME., fr. OE. ryge, rel.

to OS. roggo, ON. rugr, Dan. rug, Swed. rag,
OFris. rogga, MDu. rogghe, Du. rogge, rog,
OHG. rocko, MHG. rocke, G. Roggen, and
cogn. with OSlav. rHii, (Russ. rozh'), 'rye',

Lith. rugps, 'grain of rye', pi. rugiaT, 'rye'. Cp.
the first element in rocambole,

rye grass. — From earlier ray grass, fr. ME. ray,
'darnel', fr. Du. raai (also raaigras), which is rel.
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to OS. rado, OHG. rata, G. Raden, lit. 'wheel-

like flower'. Cp. Du. rad, OS. rath, OHG. rod,

MHG. rat, rad, G. Rad, 'wheel', and see

rota. See Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p. 577 s.v.

Rade.

ryepeck, rypeck, n., an iron-shod pole for moor-

ing. — Of unknown origin.

Rynchospora, n., a genus of plants, the beak rush

(hot:) — ModL., compounded of Gk. piJYXO?>

'snout, beak', and aKopa, 'seed'. See rhyncho-

and spore.

ryot, n., an Indian peasant. — Hind, raiyat, it.

Arab. ra'iyJ', 'flock, herd subjects', fr. ra'a, 'he

fed, pastured'. See rayah.

-s, suff. serving to form adverbs. — ME. -es, fr.

OE. -es, suff. of the masc. and neut. gen. sing.

Cp. always, anights, besides, betimes, needs,

unawares and the suffixes -wards, -ways.

-'s, suff". used to form the possessive of nouns. —
ME. -es, fr. OE. -es. See prec. suff.

sabadilla, n., a plant of the family Melanthaceae.
— Sp. cebadilla, dimin. of cebada, 'barley', fr.

L. cibata, fem. pp. of cibare, 'to give food to

animals, to feed', fr. cibus, 'food', which is of
uncertain etymology.

Sabaean, adj., pertaining to Saba in S. Arabia.
— L. Sabaeus, fr. Gk. Sapato?, 'inhabitant

of Saba', fr. Sct^oc, fr. Arab. Saba' = Heb.
Sh bhd\ For the ending see suff. -an.

Derivatives: Sabaean, n., Sabaean-ism, n.

Sabalsm, n., star worship. — Formed fr. Heb.
tzdbhd', 'host', in the sense of tz^bhd hashshdmd-
j';m, 'host of heaven, stars'. SeeSabaothand-ism.

Sabaist, n., star worshiper.— See prec. word and
-ist.

Sabaoth, n. pi., armies, hosts, used chiefly in the

phrase the Lord of Sabaoth. — Late L., fr. Late
Gk. SaPaciS^, fr. Heb. tz^bhaoth, plural of tzd-

bhd', 'host, army', from the v. tzabd, 'he waged
war; he served', which is rel. to Akkad. sabu,

'soldier' (in the pi. also 'men'), Ethiop. daba,

'he waged war', and prob. also to Arab, ddbaa',
'he lay in wait' (some scholars compare Arab.
}dbaa, 'he went forth', whence 'he gathered
together against', and S. Fraenkel, Die ara-

maischen Fremdworter im Arabischen, Leyden,
1 886, p. 232, compares Arab, fabi, 'young man',
which are nearer in meaning then ddbaa'). Cp.
Sabaism. Cp. also Maccabees.

Sabbatarian, adj., 1) pertaining to the Sabbath;

2) pertaining to the Sabbatarians or their doc-
trine; n., one who keeps the seventh day of the
week as holy. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L.

sabbatdrius, fr. sabbatum, 'the seventh day of
the Jewish week'. See next word and -arian.

Derivative: Sabbatarian-ism, n.

Sabbath, n. — L. sabbatum (partly through the

medium of F. sabbat) (whence also It. sabato,

OProven?., Catal. dis-sapte, Sp., Port, sdbado,
Serbo-Croatian subota, Czech and Slovak sobo-
ta, Russ. subbdta, etc.), fr. Gk. aappaTov, fr.

Heb. shabbdth, 'Sabbath' (whence also Aram.
shabb td, Arab, sabt, Ethiop. sanbat), prop, 'day
of rest', fr. shabbdth, 'he rested', which is rel.

to Arab, sdbata, 'he cut 03", interrupted, ceased,
rested', and to Akkad. shabatu, which prob.
means 'to cease, be completed'. Cp. Gk. *CTa(jipa-

Tov, a vulgar var. of adcppaxov, whence VL.
sambatum (whence Ru. simbdtd, OSlav. sgbota.

Hung, szombat, 'Saturday, Sabbath') and sam-
batl dies, 'the day of Sabbath' [whence OF.

sambe-di, F. samedi, 'Saturday' and—prob.
through the medium of the Gothic—the first

element in OHG. samba^-tac (MHG. samej-
tac, G. Sams-tag), 'Saturday'].

Sabbathia, n., a genus of plants of the gentian
family (hot.) — ModL., named after the Italian

botanist L. Sabbati. For the ending see suff. -ia.

Sabbatic, Sabbatical, adj.— L. sabbaticus, fr. Gk.
CTaPPaTixo?, 'pertaining to the Sabbath', fr.

cappaTov. See Sabbath and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: Sabbatical-ly, adv.

Sabbatize, tr. v., to keep as a Jewish Sabbath. —
Late L. sabbatizdre, fr. Gk. mx^^ari^eiv, fr.

aappa-rov. See Sabbatli and -ize.

saber, sabre, n., a one-edged sword. — F. sabre,

fr. G. Sabel, later Sdbel, fr. Pol. szabla, ult. fr.

Hung, szablya, 'saber', lit. 'a tool to cut with',

fr. szabni, 'to cut'. Cp. sabreur and the first ele-

ment in sabretache.

Sabian, n., a member of a religious sect mention-
ed in three passages of the Koran (2:40, 5:73,
22: 17). — Formed with suff. -an fr. Arab. ?dbi',

'Sabian', which prob. means lit. 'baptizer', and
is borrowed fr. Aram, tz^bha', 'he dipped, dyed'
(with the change of the ayin to hamza), which
is rel. to Heb. tzdbhd\ 'he dyed', Arab, fdbahga,
Ethiop. fabdha, 'he dipped, dyed', Akkad. jHw,
'to dye'.

Derivatives: Sabian, adj., Sabian-ism, n.

sabicn, n., a timber tree; its wood. — Cuban Sp.

sabicu.

Sabine, adj., pertaining to a people in ancient

Italy; n., a member of the Sabine people. — L.

Sabinus. This name possibly means lit. 'of its

own kind', and is cogn. with Goth, sibja, OHG.
sippa, 'blood-relationship, peace, alliance', OE.
sibb, 'relationship, peace'; see Walde-Hofmann,
LEW., II, 457 s.v. Sabini. See sib and -ine

(representing L. -Inus) and cp. Samnite. Cp.
also savin.

sable, n., a small animal, Mustella zibellina. —
ME., fr. MF. sable (F. zibeline), fr. OF., fr. ML.
sabelum, fr. MLG. sabel, fr. MHG. zobel,z\oa.n

word fr. Russ. soboV, which itself is borrowed
from an East-Asiatic language. Cp. zibeline.

sable, adj., black {her.) — F. sable, prop, 'of the

color of the sable'. See prec. word.
sabot, n., a wooden shoe. — F., blend of hot, a

dialectal var. of botte, 'boot', and savate, 'old

shoe'. See boot and savate.

sabotage, n., willful destruction of machinery,
etc. — F., fr. saboter, 'to do willful damage (to

machinery and the like), fr. sabot (see prec.
word) ; the verb was formerly used in the sense
'to throw wooden shoes into the machinery for
the sake of damaging it'. For the ending see
suff. -age.



sabre
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Derivative: sabotage, tr. v., to destroy by sabo-

tage; intr. v., to practice sabotage.

sabre, n. — A var. of saber,

sabretache, n., a square leather case hung from

the sword belt. — F., fr. G. Sdbeltasche, lit.

'saber-pocket', fr. Sdbel, 'saber', and Tasche,

'pocket'. For the first element see saber. The

second element derives fr. VL. *tasca; see task,

sabreur, n., a dashing cavalry officer. — F., lit. 'a

swordsman', fr. sabre, 'sword'. See saber and

agential suff. -or.

sabulose, adj!, sandy. — L. sabulosus. See sabu-

lous and adj. suff. -ose.

sabulosity, n., sandiness. — See prec. word and

-ity.

sabulous, adj., sandy. — L. sabulosus, 'sandy', fr.

sabulum, 'sand', which stands for *psaflom and

is cogn. with Gk. i^ajjtijio? (for *(|ja9(i,0(;),

'sand', ON. sandr, OE. sand, 'sand'. See sand

and cp. next word. For the ending see suff.

-ous.

saburra, n., sandlike deposit in the stomach

{med.) — Medical L., fr. L. saburra, 'sand',

which is rel. to sabulum. See prec. word.

Derivative: saburr-al, adj.

sac, n., a baglike part in plants or animals (bot.

and zool.) — F., fr. L. saccus, 'sack'. See sack,

'bag', and cp. sachet,

sac, n., cause of dispute. — OE. sacu, 'dispute,

jurisdiction". — See sake, 'purpose'.

sacaton, n., a coarse perennial grass. — Amer.

Sp. zacaton, augment, of zacate, 'grass, hay',

which is of Nahuatl origin. Cp. zacaton.

saccade, n., jerk with a bridle. — F., fr. saquer,

'to jerk along', fr. Sp. sacar, 'to draw out', which

prob. derives fr. VL. *saccare. See sack, 'pillage",

and -ade and cp. the first element in sackbut.

saccate, adj., formed into a sac; having a sac. —
ModL. saccdtus, fr. L. saccus, 'sack, bag". See

sack, 'a bag', and adj. suff. -ate.

sacchar-, sacchari-, saccharo-, combining forms

meaning 'sugar'. — Fr. L. saccharon, fr. Gk.

aax-xapov, 'sugar', fr. Pali sakkhard, fr. OI. sdr-

kard, 'gravel, grit, sugar'. See sugar and cp.

words there referred to.

sacchariferous, adj., containing sugar. — Com-

pounded of sacchari- and -ferous.

saccharify, tr. v., to convert into sugar. — Com-

pounded of sacchari- and -fy.

saccharimeter, saccharometer, n., an instrument

for measuring the amount of sugar in a solu-

tion. — Compounded of sacchari-, resp. saccha-

ro-, and Gk. ;j.£Tpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

saccharin, saccharine, n., a white crystalline com-

pound, C-H5O3NS (^chem.) — Coined by Fahl-

berg and List in 1879 fr. ML. saccharum (fr. L.

saccharon) ; see sacchar- and -in.

saccharine, adj., of the nature of sugar. — See

sacchari- and adj. suff. -ine.

saccharo-, combining form. — See sacchar-.

Saccharomyces, n. pi., a genus of fungi, the

yeasts {bot.) — ModL., lit. 'sugar fungi' (see

saccharo- and -myces), prop, a loan translation

of G. Zuckerpilz, a name given to yeast by

Theodor Schwann (1810-82). See C. C. Mettler,

History of Medicine, Philadelphia - Toronto,

1947, p. 261.

saccharose, n., cane or beet sugar. — Formed fr.

Gk. aaxxapov, 'sugar' (see sacchar-), and subst.

suff. -ose.

sacciform, adj., sack-shaped. — Compounded of

L. saccus, 'sack, bag' aai forma, 'form, shape'.

See sack, 'bag', and form, n.

saccule, n., a little bag. — L. sacculus, 'a little

sack or bag', dimin. of saccus. See sack, 'bag',

and -ule.

sacerdotal, adj., pertaining to the priesthood or

to priests. — ME., fr. MF., fr. L. sacerdotdlis,

'pertaining to priests, priestly', fr. sacerdos, gen.

-Otis, 'priest', which stands for *sakro-dhd-t-s,

lit. 'he who is made holy', fr. sacer, 'holy', and

I.-E. base *dhe-, 'to put, place; to make, ap-

point'. See sacred and do. For the ending see

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : sacerdotal-ism, n.,sacerdotal-ist, n.,

sacerdotal-ist-ic, adj., sacerdotal-ly, adv.

sachem, n., supreme chief. — Of Algonquian ori-

gin; cp. Narraganset sachimau. Cp. sagamore,

sachet, n., a small bag filled with aromatic pow-

der.— F., dimin. of sac. See sac, 'a baglike part',

and -et.

sack, n., a large bag. — ME., fr. OE. sacc, fr. L.

saccus, fr. Gk. aaxxo?, fr. Heb. saq, 'sackcloth,

sack, bag'. Cp. sac, 'a baglike part', saccule,

sack, 'pillage', sacque, satchel, cul-de-sac, Dudel-

sack.

Derivatives: sack, to put in a sack, sack-ing,

sackcloth.

sack, n., pillage, plunder. — F. sac, 'pillage,

plunder', fr. It. sacco, of s.m., prob. fr. VL.

*saccdre, 'to plunder", orig. 'to put plundered

things into a sack', fr. L. saccus, 'sack'. See

sack, 'bag'.

sack, n., strong wine. — Formerly spelled seek,

fr. F. (vin) sec, 'dry wine', fr. L. siccus, 'dry'.

See siccative and cp. sec, secco.

sackbut, n., 1) a medieval wind instrument, fore-

runner of the trombone; 2) a stringed instru-

ment resembling the guitar, in Dan 3:5 used

wrongly to translate Aram, sabb kha. — MF.

(= F.) saquebute, fr. OF. saqueboute, com-

pounded of saquer, 'to pull, draw out', and

bouter, 'to thrust'. See saccade and butt, 'to

strike".

sackless, adj., innocent; harmless (archaic or

dial.) — ME. sakles, fr. OE. sacleas, fr. sacu,

'dispute', and -leas, '-less'. See sac, 'dispute', and

-less,

sacque, n., sack dress. — Identical with sack,

'bag; dress', but spelled as if it were a French

word.

sacr-, form of sacro- before a vowel.

sacral, adj., pertaining to religious rites.— Form-

^i/^ Sadducean

ed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. sacer, fem. sacra,

neut. sacrum, 'holy, sacred'. See sacred,

sacral, adj., pertaining to the sacrum. — Medical

L. sacrdlis. See sacrum and adj. suff. -al.

sacrament, n. — ME. sacrement, sacrament^ fr.

OF. sacrement, sacrament (F. sacrement), fr. L.

sacrdmentum, 'oath, solemn obligation', fr. sa-

crdre, 'to set apart as sacred, consecrate', fr.

sacer, fem. sacra, neut. sacrum, 'holy, sacred'.

See sacred and -ment.

Derivatives: sacrament-al, adj. and n., sacra-

ment-al-ism, n., sacrament-al-ist-ic, adj., sacra-

ment-al-ity, n., sacrament-al-ly, adv., sacrament-

al-ness, n.

Sacramentarian, n., one who regards the sacra-

ments merely as symbols; adj., pertaining to the

Sacramentarians. — Formed fr. ML. sacra-

mentdrius, 'pertaining to a sacrament', fr. L.

sacrdmentum. See prec. word and -arian.

Derivative: Sacramentarian-ism, n.

sacrarium, n., shrine, sanctuary. — L. sacrdrium,

lit. 'a place for the keeping of holy things', fr.

iacra/'e,'toconsecrate'. See sacrament and -arium.

sacred, adj. — ME. sacred, prop. pp. of sacren,

'to consecrate, dedicate', fr. F. sacrer, fr. L.

sacrdre, 'to set apart as sacred, consecrate', fr.

sacer, fem. sacra, neut. sacrum, 'dedicated to a

divinity, holy, sacred', which is rel. to sanclre,

'to render sacred', sdnctus, 'sacred, holy' (prop,

pp. oi sanclre), and cogn. with Hitt. shakldish,

shaklish, 'law, rite'. ON. sdttr, 'agreement', is

not cognate with these words. Cp. consecrate,

desecrate, execrate, obsecrate, sacerdotal, sacra-

ment, sacrifice, sacrilege, sacristan, sacristy,

sacrosanct, sacrum, saint, sanctify, sanction,

sanctity, sanctum, sanctus, Santolina, santon,

santonica, sexton. Cp. also the second word in

cascara sagrada.

Derivatives: sacred-ly, adv., sacred-ness, n.

sacrifice, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) sacrifice, fr.

L. sacrificium, fr. sacer, fem. sacra, neut. sa-

crum, 'holy, sacred', and -ficium, fr. -ficere, un-

stressed form of facere, 'to make, do'. See

sacred and fact.

Derivatives: sacrifice, tr. and intr. v., sacrific-er,

n.

sacrificial, adj.— Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

sacrificium, 'sacrifice'. See prec. word.

Derivative: sacrificial-ly, adv.

sacrilege, n., profanation of anything sacred. —
ME., fr. OF. sacileger (F. sacrilege), fr. L. sa-

crilegium, 'the robbing of a temple, the stealing

of sacred things", fr. sacrilegus, 'temple robber,

stealer of sacred things', which is compounded
of sacer, fem. sacra, neut. sacrum, 'holy, sacred',

and -legus, from the stem of legere, 'to gather,

pick up, carry off, steal'. See sacred and lecture.

Derivatives: sacrileg-ious, adj., sacrileg-ious-ly,

adv., sacrileg-ious-ness, n., sacrileg-ist, n.

sacrii^, n., consecration. — ME., verbal noun of

sacren, 'to consecrate'. See sacied and -ing, suif.

forming verbal nouns.

sacrist, n., a keeper of the sacred vessels; sacris-

tan. — ME., fr. Eccles. L. sacrista, fr. L. sacer,

fem. sacra, neut. sacrum, 'holy, sacred'. See

sacred and -ist.

sacristan, n. — ME., fr. Eccles. L. sacristdnus, fr.

sacrista. See prec. word and -an and cp. sexton,

which is a doublet of sacristan.

sacristy, n., an apartment in a church where the

sacred vessels, vestments, etc., are kept; vestry.

— Eccles. L. sacristia, fr. Late L. sacrista. See

sacrist and -y (representing F. -ie).

sacro-, before a vowel sacr-, combining form
meaning 'holy, sacred'. — From the stem of L.

sacer, fem. sacra, neut. sacrum, 'holy, sacred'.

See sacred.

sacro-, before a vowel sacr-, combining form de-

noting 1) the sacrum; 2) sacral and. — See sa-

crum.

sacrosanct, adj., very sacred. — L. sacrdsdnctus,

'consecrated with religious ceremonies, doubly

sacred', compounded of sacer, 'holy, sacred',

and sdnctus, of s.m. See sacro-, 'holy', and
sanctus, saint.

sacrum, n., bone at the lower end of the spine

ianat.) — ModL., fr. os sacrum, 'the sacred

bone', from mistranslation of the term occur

ring in Galen; ispov octtouv, 'the strong bone'

into 'the sacred bone'. For the difference be-

tween Gk. E£p6?, 'strong', and ispo?, 'sacred

see Boisacq, DELG., p. 368.

sad, adj. — ME. sad, 'sated, full, satisfied, tired'

fr. OE. ssed, 'sated, satisfied', rel. to OS. sad,

ON. sadr, MDu. sat, sad, Ua.zad,0\lG., MHG
sat{t), G. satt, Goth, saps, 'satiated', fr. I.-E.

base *sd-, *s -, 'satisfied, sated', whence also L,

satis, 'enough, sufficient', satur, 'satiated'

OSlav. syta, Lith. sotiis, of s.m., Lith. sdtis, 'sa-

tiation', Olr. sdith, 'satiety', saithech, 'satiated',

Gk. aSr,v (for *saden), of s.m., aeTai (for

*saetai), 'satiates himself, (itaTo? (for *i}-s^

tos), 'insatiable', 01. d-sin-van, 'insatiable'

Toch. B. soy-, AB si-, 'to be satiated'. Cp. as

sal, assets, hadro-, sate, satiate, satis, satisfy,

saturate, soil, 'to feed', and the first element in

Adephaga.

Derivatives: sadd-en, tr. and intr. v., sadd-en-

ing, adj., sadd-en-ing-ly, adv., sadd-ish, adj.,

sad-ly, adv., sad-ness, n.

saddik, n. — See tzaddik.

saddle, n. — ME. sadel, fr. OE. sadol, rel. to ON.
sodull, Dan., Swed., OFris., MDu. sadel, Du.
zadel, OHG. satal, satut, MHG. satel, G. Sattel,

'saddle', OS. *sadul (whence saduleri, 'saddler').

These words orig. meant 'a place to sit upon',

and derive fr. l.-E. base *sed-, 'to sit', whence
also L. sedere. Cp. L. sella (for *sed-ld), 'seat,

chair', OSlav. sedlo, 'saddle', and see sedentary.

Cp. also sell, 'seat, throne'.

saddle, tr. v. — ME. sadelen, sadlen, fr. OE. sade-

lian, fr. sadol. See saddle, n.

Derivatives: saddl-er, n., saddl-ery, n.

Sadducean, adj., pertaining to the Sadducees. —



Sadducee

Formed fr. Late L. Sadducaei (see next word)

with suflF. -an.

Sadducee, n., a member of a Jewish sect during

the two centuries preceding and the century

following the beginning of the Common Era

(Jewish history). — Late L. Sadducaei (pi.), fr-

Gk. SaSSo'jxaioi,, fr. Heb. tz^dhoqim, pi. of

tz^doqi, lit, 'a disciple of Tzadhoq{= Zadok), the

highpriest (see I Kings 1:34, 2; 35, I Chron.

29:22, II Chron. 31:10, Ezek. 40:46, 44:15,

48: 11). The spelling with dd is due to the cir-

cumstance that the LXL transliterates Tzddoq

inexactly by SaSSouK.

sadhe,n., name of the 19th letter of the Hebrew

alphabet. — See tzadhe.

sadhu, n., a Hindu holy man. — OI. sddhufi,

'straight, right, skilled, excellent; a holy man',

rel. to sddhati, 'reaches his goal', sidhyati,

'reaches his goal, succeeds', sddhito'- (pp.), 'per-

fect', fr. I.-E. base *sdidh-, *sddh-, *sidh-,

'straight, right; to go ahead,reach one's goal',

whence also Gk. t*u:, 'going straight, straight,

direct', tftij?, 'impulse, purpose', tS-uvEiv, 'to

make:^ straight, guide in a straight line, guide',

and perh. also Arm. a/ (for 'sddhyo-l), 'right'.

Cp. Siddha. Cp. also soucar.

sadism, n., a form of sexual perversion in which

one finds pleasure in hurting one's partner; the

opposite of masochism. — F. sadisme, coined fr.

the name of Marquis de Sade (1740-1814), who

first described this perversion in his novels. For

the ending see suff. -ism.

safari, n., a hunting expedition. — Arab, safari,

'referring to a journey', fr. sdfar, 'journey, trav-

eling', fr. sdfara, 'he started, traveled, went on

a journey'.

safe, adj. — ME. sauf, saf, fr. OF. salf, sauf

(F. sauf), fr. L. salvus, 'saved, preserved, safe,

well, sound", which is rel. to salus, 'sound con-

dition, welfare, well-being, health, safety', salH-

bris, 'health-giving, healthful', solidus, soldus,

'firm, compact", OL. sotlus, 'whole, entire', and

cognate with Ol. sdrvah, 'uninjured, intact,

whole, entire', Avestic haurva-, 'uninjured, in-

tact", Toch. A salu, B. solme, 'whole, entire'.

Arm. o4j, 'healthful, entire', Gk. oXoc, (for

*8Xfoi;), 'whole'. Alb. gaie, 'strong, fat, vigor-

ous'. Cp. sage, name of a plant, salutary, saluta-

tion, salute, salvage, salvation, salve, 'hail'.

Salvia, salvo, save, silly, soldo, solemn, solicit,

solid, solidus, sou. Cp. also holo- and the second

element in catholic.

Derivatives: safe, n., safe-ly, adv., safe-ness, n.

safe-conduct, n. — Anglicized fr. F. sauf-conduit,

fr. L. salvus conductus. See safe and conduct.

Derivative: safe-conduct, tr. v.

safeguard, n. — Late ME. saufgarde, fr. MF. (=

F.) sauvegarde, 'safekeeping, safeguard', fr. OF.

salve sauve (F. sauve), fern, of salf, sauf(F. sauf),

'safe' and garde, 'a keeping'. See safe and guard

and cp. sagger.

Derivatives: safeguard, tr. v., safeguard-er, n.

safety, n. — ME. sauvete, saufte, fr. MF. (= F.)

sauveti, fr. OF. salvete, sauvete, fr. ML. salvitd-

tem, ace. of salvitds, 'safety', fr. L. salvus. See

safe and -ty.

saffian, n., a kind of leather made of goatskins or

sheepskins. — Russ. safyan, fr. Turk, sakhtiydn,

fr. Pers. sakhtiydn, 'goat's leather'.

safflower, n. — Either fr. Du. saffloer, or directly

from OF. safior, fr. earlier It. saffiore, which is

prob. a hybrid compounded of Arab. ^afrd\

fern, ofd^far, 'yellow', and It. fiore, 'flower'. See

flower,

saffron, n., a species of crocus. — ME. saffron,

fr. OF. (= F.) safran, fr. ML. safranum, fr.

Arab, za'fardn, whence also It. zafferano, Sp.

azafrdn.

Derivatives: saffron, tr. v., to color with saffron,

saffron-y, adj.

safranine, n., a synthetic orange-red dyestuff

(chem.) — F., formed with chem. suff. -ine fr.

safran, 'saffron'. See prec. word.

safrole, also safrol, n., a poisonous oil, C^^U^fi^

(chem.) — A hybrid coined fr. F. safran (see

saffron) and -ol, a suff. derived fr. L. oleum, 'oil'.

sag, intr. v. —• Late ME. saggen, prob. of Scand.

origin. Cp. Dan. sakke, Swed. sacka, dial.

Norw. sakka, 'to sink, subside', Du. zakken,

of s.m. These verbs are denasalized derivatives

of the Teut. base *sinkwan, 'to sink' (see sink),

and have a frequentative meaning.

Derivatives: sag, n., sagg-ing, n.

saga, n. — ON., 'a saying, story', rel. to OE.

sagu, 'a saying', OFris. sege, OHG. saga,

MHG., G. sage, 'saying, report, tale', and to

OE. secgan, OHG. sagen, 'to say'. See say, v.,

and cp. saw, 'a saying', which is a doublet of

saga.

sagacious, adj., 1) keen in perception; 2) shrewd.

— L. sdgdx, gen. sdgdcis, 'of keen perception,

sagacious', fr. sdgire, 'to perceive quickly or

keenly', fr. I.-E. base *sag-, *s^g-, 'to track

down, trace, seek', whence also ON. saskja, OE.

secan, 'to seek'. See seek and words there refer-

red to and cp. esp. presage. For the ending see

suff. -acious. For the formation of L. sagdx fr.

sdgire cp. satdx, 'lustful', fr. salire, 'to leap' (see

salacious).

Derivatives : sagacious-ly, adv. , sagacious-ness, n.

sagacity, n., keen perception. — MF. (= F.),

sagacite, fr. L. sagdcitatem, ace. of sagdcitds,

'keenness of perception', fr. sagnx, gen. sagdcis.

See prec. word and -ity.

sagamore, n., chief of a tribe. — Of Algonquian

origin. Cp. sachem,

sage, adj., wise. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) sage, fr.

VL. *sapius (to be inferred fr. L. nesapius, 'un-

wise, foolish', occurring in Petronius 50, 5), fr.

sapere, 'to have taste; to be wise'. See sapient

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: sage, n., sage-ly, adj., sage-ness, n.

sage, n., a plant (Salvia officinalis).— ME. sauge,

sage, fr. MF. (= F.) sauge, fr. L. salvia, fr.
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salvus, 'safe, whole'. 5a/Wa lit. means 'the sav-

ing plant'. See safe and cp. Salvia.

sagger, saggar, n., 1) a protective box of fire clay

in which finer ceramic articles are enclosed

while baking; 2) the clay of which it is made. —
Prob. a contraction of safeguard.

Derivative: sagger, saggar, tr. v., to bake in a

sagger.

Sagina, n., a genus of plants, the pearlwort (6or.)

— ModL., fr. L. sagina, 'fat, nutrition', which is

of imcertain origin.

Sagitta, n., a small northern constellation (as-

tron.) —
• L., 'arrow', prob. a Mediterranean

loan word. Cp. settee, 'a kind of Mediterranean

vessel'.

sagittal, adj., arrow-shaped. — ModL. sagittdlis,

fr. L. sagitta. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Sagittaria, n., a genus of plants, the arrowhead
(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. Sagittarius, 'pertaining

to an arrow', fr. sagitta (see Sagitta and adj.

suff. -ary); so called in allusion to the shape of
the leaves.

Sagittarius, n., a southe^fn constellation; the

ninth sign of the zodiac; 'the Archer' (astron.)

— L. Sagittarius, 'archer', prop, the adj. Sagit-

tarius, 'pertaining to arrows', used as a noun.

See prec. word.

sago, n., starch prepared from-the pith of certain

palms. — Fr. Malay rayu, prob. through the

medium of Dutch. Cp. It; sagit, Sp. sagii. Port.

sagu, F. sagou. '•

sagum, n., mantle worn by the ancient Roman
soldiers. — L., a word of Gaulish origin; prob.

rel. to Lith. sagis, 'travelling dress of Lithuanian
women', Lett, sagsa, 'cover for women', segene,

'a large cloth', segt, 'to cover', OPruss. saxtis,

'rind, husk'. Late Gk. aayo?, 'cloth for pack-

saddles', is a Latin loan word. Cp. say, 'a cloth

resembling serge'.

Sahara, n., the great desert of North Africa. —
Fr. Arab, io/ira', 'desert', prop. fem. of the adj.

dsharu, 'yellowish red', used as a noun; rel. to

Heb. tzdhor, 'white'.

Derivatives: Sahar-an, Sahar-ian, Sahar-ic, adjs.

sahib, n., a title used in India. — Hind. ?dhib, fr.

Arab, sahib, 'companion, lord, master', fem.

^dhibcr, prop. part, dffdhiba, 'he accompanied'.

said, pret. and pp. of say. — ME. seid, fr. OE.
sxgde, sSde, resp. OE. gessegd, gesSd. See say, v.

said, adj., before-mentioned. — Prop. pp. of say.

See prec. word.

said, n. — A var. of sayyid.

saiga, n., an antelope (Saiga tatarica). — Russ.,

of Tatar origin.

sail, n.— ME. seyl, sell, fr. OE. segel, segl, rel. to

OS., Swed. segel, ON. segl, Dan., OFris., MDu.
sell, Du. zeil, OHG. segal, MHG. segel, sigel,

G. Segel. These words orig. meant 'a piece of
cloth cut off', and derive from the I.-E. base
*seq-, 'to cut'. See section and cp. words there

referred to. Ir. seal and W. hwyl, 'sail', are Teut.

loan words.

sail, intr. and tr. v. — ME. seilen, sailen, fr. OE.
segelian, seglian, 'to sail', fr. segel, segl, 'sail'.

Cp. ON. sigla, MLG., MHG. segelen, G. segeln,

'to sail', and see sail, n.

Derivatives: sail-ed, adj., sail-er, n., a sailing

vessel, sail-ing, adj. and n., sail-or, n., sail-or-

like, adj., sait-or-ly, adv.

sain, tr. v., 1) to make the sign of the cross on or
over; 2) to bless. — ME. seinen, sainen, fr. OE.
segnan, fr. L. signdre, 'to sign, mark', fr. signum,

'sign'. Cp. ON. signa, OS. segndn, OHG. sega-

ndn, MHG. segenen, 'to make'the sign of the

cross, to bless', Du. zegenen, G. segnen, 'to

bless', and see sign, n. and v.

sainfoin, n., a leguminous plant used for fodder.

— F., fr. MF., which is compounded of sain,

'wholesome, healthy' (sse sane), and/oi«, 'hay',

fr. L. fenum, lit. 'produce, yield', fr. base *fe-,

'to produce,"yield' (see feribgreek). The first ele-

ment was often confused with saint, 'holy'. Cp.
the former Collateral spelling sOfnt-foin,

whence G. Heiligheu, 'sainfoin', lit. 'holy hay'.

saint, n. — ME., fr. OF. saint, seint (F. saint}, fr.

L. sdnctus, 'holy, sacred', prop. pp. ofMncire,
'to appoint as sacred'. See sacred and cp. sanctus.

Derivatives: saint, tr. v. and adj., saint-ed, adj.,

saint-dom, n., saint-hood, n., saint-ish, adj.,

saint-like, adj., saint-ly, adj., saint-li-ness, n.,

saint-ship, n.

Saint Bernard, a breed of mastiff dogs, n. — So
called because it was used by the monks of the

Hospice to rescue travellers at the Great
St. Bernard Pass in Switzerland.

Saint Elmo's fire, an electric light sometimes
seen in stormy weather; called also corposant.

Named after St. Elmo, the patron saint of
sailors.

St. Emiiion, n., a kind of red wine. — Named
after St. £milion, near Libourne in France.

sake, n., purpose. — ME. sake, 'strife, lawsuit',

fr. OE. sacu, 'quarrel, strife, jurisdiction in

lawsuits', rel. to ON. sdk, 'charge, lawsuit,

effect, cause', Swed. sak, Dan. sag, 'thing,

matter, affair, cause', OFris. jefce, .'strife, dis-

pute, thing, matter', MDu. sake, 'lawsuit,

matter', Du. zaak, 'thing, matter, affair, cause',

OHG. sahha, 'strife, lawsuit', MHG., G. sache,

'thing, matter, affair, cause', Goth, sakjd,

'strife, quarrel', OE. sacan, ON. saka, 'to quar-

rel, accuse', Goth, sakan, 'to quarrel', fr. I.-E.

base *sag-, *s g-, 'to track down, trace, seek',

whence also OE. secan, Goth, sokjan, 'to seek'.

See seek and cp. sac, 'cause of dispute', soc,

socage, soke, soken. Cp. also forsake.

sake, n., national alcoholic drink ofthe Japanese.
— Jap.

saker, n., a large falcon used in hawking (Falco

sacer). — ME. sagre, fr. MF. (= F.) sacre, fr.

Arab, saqr, whence also Sp. and Port, sacre. It.

sagro.

sakeret, n., the male of the saker. — Formed
from prec. word with the dimin. suff. -ct



sakia

sakia, sakleh, n., a water wheel used in the Orient.

— Subst. use of Arab. saqiyJ', fem. of sdql,

part, of sdqa, 'he gave to drink; he watered,

irrigated', which is rel. to Ethiop. saqa, Heb.

hishqd'', Aram.-Syr. ashql, 'he gave to drink',

watered, irrigated', Akkad. shaqu, 'to give to

drink'. Cp. Rabshakeh.

Sakra, n., a name of Indra (Hindu mythol.)— OI.

sakrah, 'mighty', rel. to sdkah, 'strength, help',

sakd-, 'strong, helpful', saknoti, 'is able, helps',

Avestic sacaiti, 'understands, knows well'.

sal, n., the chemical name for salt. — L. sal, gen.

sdlis, 'salt'. See salt.

sal, also saul, n., an Eastern timber tree. — Hind.

sal, fr. OI. salah.

salaam, salam, n., — Arab, saldm, 'peace; salut-

ing, salutation', from the base of sdlima, 'he

was safe', whence also silm, saldm, 'safety, secu-

rity, peace', sdlima, 'he was safe' ; rel. to Ethiop.

salam, 'peace, welfare', Heb. shaldm, 'he was in-

tact, was at peace, was in good health', shdlom,

'completeness, welfare, peace'. See shalom and

cp. Islam, Moslem, Musulman, selamlik.

Derivative : salaam, salam, intr. and tr. v.

salable, adj. — Formed fr. sale with suflf. -able.

Derivatives: salabil-ity, n., salahle-ness, n.,

salabl-y, adv.

salacious, adj., lustful. — L. saldx, gen. -dcis,

'lustful', lit. 'fond of leaping', fr. salire, 'to

leap'. See salient and -acious. For the formation

of L. saldx, from salire cp. sagdx, 'of quick per-

ception', fr. saglre, 'to perceive keenly' (see

sagacious').

Derivatives : salacious-ly, adv., salacious-ness, n.

salacity, n., lustfulness. — L. saldcitds, fr. salax,

gen. -dcis. See prec. word and -ity.

salad, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) salade, fr.

OProven?. salada, lit. 'salad (dish)', fem. pp.

used as a noun, fr. salar, 'to salt', fr. sal, 'salt'.

See salt and cp. words there referred to.

salade, n., helmet. — A var. of sallet.

salam, n. — See salaam.

salamander, n.— ME. salamandre, fr. MF. (= F.)

salamandre, fr. L. salamandra, fr. Gk. <J«Xafj,av-

Spi, which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives : salamandr-ian, salamandr-ine, adjs.

salamandroid, adj., resembling salamanders. —
Compoundedof Gk. aaXajxavSpa and -oeiSr]?,

'like', fr. eISo;, 'form, shape'. See prec. word

and -oid.

salami, also salame, n., a highly seasoned, orig.

Italian, sausage. — It. salami, fr. L. sal, gen.

sdlis, 'salt'. See salt, n.

sal ammoniac, ammonium chloride. — See 1st

sal and ammoniac and cp. salmiac.

salariat, n., the class of those who receive sala-

ries.—Formed fr.salary on analogy o(proletariat.

salaried, adj. — Prop. pp. of the verb salary (q.v.)

salary, n. — ME. salarie, fr. L. salarium, lit. 'salt-

money', i.e. 'money paid to soldiers for their

allowance of salt'. Salarium is prop, the neut. of

the adjective salSrlus, 'pertaining to salt', fr.
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sal, gen. sdlis, 'salt'. See salt and subst. suff.

-ary and cp. salad, sausage,

salary, tr. v. — Fr. prec. word. Cp. F. salarier.

salat, n., the ritual prayer of the Mohammedans.
— Arab. jaM*, 'prayer', fr. Aram, tz^ldthd, em-

phatic form of tz^ld, 'prayer', fr. tzeld\ 'he

bowed' (whence Pa'el tzalle), 'he prayed', orig.

'he bowed in prayer', and rel. to Ethiop. faldwa,

'he bowed', ^alaya, 'he prayed', Akkad. ?«//«,

'to entreat', rel. also to Arab, fdlan, 'middle of

the back'. Cp. S. Fraenkel, De Vocabulis in an-

tiquis Arabum carminibus et in Corano pere-

grinis, Leiden, 1880, p. 21, Wensinck, Encyclo-

paedia of Islam, art. $alat.

sale, n. — ME., fr. OE. sola, fr. ON. sala, which

is rel. to OHG. sala, Swed. salu, Dan. salg. See

sell, v., and cp. the second element in handsel,

salep, n., the dried tubers of various kinds of or-

chid, used as food. — F., fr. Sp., fr. Arab.

sdhlab, in vulgar pronunciation sdhleb, corrupt-

ed fr. thd'lab in hu^d ath-tha'lab, 'the fox's tes-

ticles', the Arabic name of the tubers of the

Orchis mascula. Cp. saloop. For sense develop-

ment cp. Orchis.

saleratus, n., bicarbonate of soda. — Fr. L. sal

aerdtus, 'aerated salt'. See salt and aerate,

salesclerk, n.— Compounded of the Saxon geni-

tive of sale and clerk.

salesgirl, n. — Compounded of the Saxon geni-

tive of sale and girl,

saleslady, n. — Compounded of the Saxon geni-

tive of sale and lady.

salesman, n. — Compounded of the Saxon geni-

tive of sale and man.

Derivative: salesman-ship, n.

saleswoman, n. — Compounded of the Saxon

genitive of sale and woman.

Salian, adj., pertaining to the Salii, priests dedi-

cated to the service of Mars.—The literal mean-

of L. Salii is 'dancers', from salire, 'to leap,

dance'. See salient.

Derivative: Salian, n., a Salian priest.

Salian, adj., pertaining to the tribe of Franks who

lived near the Zuyder Zee; n., a Salian Frank.

— Formed fr. Late L. Salii, 'Salian Franks', lit.

'those living near the river Said" (now called

Ijssel). For the ending see suff. -an.

Salic, adj., pertaining to the Salian Franks, used

esp. in the term Salic law. — MF. (= F.) sa-

lique, fr. ML. Salicus, fr. Late L. Salii. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ic.

salic, adj., pertaining to one of two groups of

minerals {petrogr.) — Coined by the Austrian

geologist Eduard Suess (1831-1914) fr. iUica,

a/umina and adj. suff. -ic.

Salicaceae, n. pi., the willow family {hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. L. salix, gen. salicis, 'willow'

(see Salix), with suff. -aceae.

salicaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

salicin, n., abitter crystalline substance, CjjHjgO,

{chem.) — F. salicine, coined fr. L. salix, gen.

salicis, 'willow', and chem. suff. -ine (see Salix

and -in); so called because it is obtained from
willow bark.

Salicornia, n., a genus of plants, the glasswort or

samphire (bot.) —• ModL., prob. of Arabic ori-

gin. Cp. F. salicor, salicorne, 'saltwort'.

salicyl, n., the radical of salicylic acid (chem.) —
See salicin and -yl.

Derivatives: salicylate (q.v.), salicyl-ic, adj.,

salicyl-ism, n.

salicylate, n., salt of salicylic acid. — Formed fr.

salicyl with subst. suff. -ate.

salience, saliency, n. — Formed from next word
with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

salient, adj., 1) projecting; 2) conspicuous. — L.

saliens, gen. -entis, pres. part, oi salire, 'to leap,

spring', which is cogn. with Gk. aXXsa^ai, of

s.m., aXfxa, 'a leap, spring', Toch. A sdl-, 'to

jump', Mir. saltraim, 'I trample', and prob.

also with 01. ucchalati (for *ud-salati), 'rises

quickly'. Cp. Altica, assault, consilient, desul-

tory, dissilient, exile, exult, halma, insult, resi-

lient, result, salacious, Salian, 'pertaining to the

Salii', sally, saltant, saltarello, saltation, salti-

gradc, saltimbanco, saltire, saltus, saute, somer-

sault, subsultory, transilient, tressilate. For the

ending see suff. -ent.

Derivatives: salient, n., salient-ly, adv.

saliferous, adj., salt-bearing. — Compounded of

L. sdl, gen. sdlis, 'salt' and L. ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See salt and -ferous.

salification, n. — See salify and -ation.

salify, tr. v., to make salty. — F. salifier, formed

fr. L. sdl, gen. sdlis, 'salt' (see salt), and suff.

-fier (see -fy).

Derivative: salifi-able, adj.

salina, n., pool, pond, — Sp., fr. L. sdllnae, 'salt-

works'. — See next word.

saline, adj., salty. — F., fr. L. *salinus, fr. sdl,

gen. sdlis, 'salt'. See salt and -ine (representing

L. -inus) and cp. L. salinum, 'saltcellar', salinae,

'saltworks'. Cp. also salina.

Derivative: saline, n.

salinity, n., saltness. — Formed fr. saline with

suff. -ity.

salinometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

degree of the salinity of a solution. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. *salinus, 'salty', and Gk. ixexpov,

"measure'. See saline and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

salite, n., a variety of pyroxene (mineral.) —
Named after Sala, a town in Sweden. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

saliva, n. the fluid secreted in the mouth. — L.

saliva, 'spittle', of uncertain origin; possibly rel.

to salix, 'willow', prop, 'the tree with grayish

leaves', and cogn. with Gael, sal, 'moist tilth,

earwax'. See sallow, n. and adj.

salivary, adj., pertaining to saliva.— L. salivdrius,

fr. saliva. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ary.

salivate, tr. and intr. v.— Formed fr. L. sallvdtus,

pp. of salivdre, 'to spit, salivate', fr. saliva. See

saliva and verbal suff. -ate.

Salmonella

salivation, n. — F., fr. L. saltvdtionem, ace. of

salivdtid, fr. sallvdtus, pp. oi salivdre. See saliva

and -ation.

Salix, n., a genus of trees and shrubs, the willow

(bot.) — L. salix, 'willow'. See sallow, n.

salleeman, n., also sallyman, 1) a Morocco pirate;

2) a velella (zool.)— Lit. Sallee man, i.e. 'a man
from Sallee', a town in Morocco, formerly the

home of pirates.

saUe, n., a large room. — F., fr. Prankish *sal,

which is rel. to OHG. sal (see salon); influenced

in form by F. halle, 'hall'.

sallenders, n. pi., an eruption on the hock of a

horse. — F. solandre, of unknown origin.

saUet, n., a kind of helmet. — ME., fr. MF.
sallade (F. salade), fr. It. celata, fr. L. caeldta

(scil. cassis), 'an engraved helmet', fem. pp. of

caeldre, 'to carve, engrave', fr. caelum, 'chisel',

for *caed-lom, fr. caedere, 'to cut'. See cement.

sallow, adj., yellowish. — ME. salow, fr. OE.
salu, salo, 'dark-colored', rel. to OE. sol, 'dark,

dirty', OHG. salo, 'dirty gray', ON. sdlr, 'dirty

yellow', MHG. sal (gen. salwes), 'dirt', OE.
sealh, etc., 'sallow' (n.), and cogn. with L. salix,

'willow' (see sallow, n.), Gael, sal, 'moist filth,

earwax', W. halawg, 'stained', OSlav. slavojoiije,

'grayish blue color', Russ. solovoj, 'isabelline,

cream-colored'. Cp. sallow, 'willow', saliva,

Salix.

Derivatives: sallow-ish, adj., sallow-ly, adv.,

sallow-ness, n.

sallow, n., a species of willow. — ME. salewe,

salwe, fr. OE. sealh, rel. to ON. selja. Prankish

salha, OHG. salaha, salha, MHG. salhe, OHG.
salewlda, MHG. salewlde, G. Salweide (lit.

'sallow-withy'), Dan. selje, Norw. selJa, Swed.

sdlg. Cognates outside Teut. are L. salix, 'wil-

low', Mir. sail (gen. sailech), W. helygen, Bret.

halegen, 'willow'. (F. saule, 'willow', is a Prank-

ish loan word.) All these words prop, denote

'the tree with grayish leaves'. See sallow, adj.

Derivative: sallow-y, adj.

sally, n. — MF. (= P.) saillie, prop, fem oi sailli,

pp. of saillir, 'to gush out, spout out', earlier 'to

leap, dance', fr. L. salire, 'to leap'. See salient

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: sally, intr. v.

Sally Lunn, a kind of light teacake. — Probably

from the name of a girl who sold the cakes at

Bath about the beginning of the 19th cent.

salmagundi, n., hotchpotch. — P. salmigondis, fr.

salmigondin, a word coined by the French sat-

irist Fran?ois Rabelais (1490?-] 553).

salmi, n., ragout of roasted game. — F. salmis,

salmi, shortened fr. salmigondis. See prec. word.

salmiac, n. (chem.) — Short for sal ammoniac.

salmon, n. — ME. saumoun, fr. MF. saumon,

samon (F. saumon), fr. L. salmdnem, ace. of

salmd, which is of uncertain origin. The expla-

nation of salmo as 'the leaping fish', fr. salire,

'to leap, jump', is folk etymology. Cp. samlet.

Salmonella, n., a genus of bacteria. — ModL.,



salmonsite

named after the American veterinarian Daniel

Elmer Salmon (1850-1914). For the ending see

suff. -ella.

salmonsite, n., a hydrous manganese iron phos-

phate {mineral.) — Named after the American

mineralogist Frank A. Salmons. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

Salome, fern. PN. — Late L., fr. Gk. SaXtd(ji7),

which is rel. to SaX&)|i.tI)v, 'Solomon'. See

Solomon,

salon, n. — F., 'reception room', fr. It. salone,

augment, of sola, 'hall', which is of Teut. origin;

cp. OHG., MHG. sal, G. Saal, Du. zaal, OS.

sell, ON. salr, OE. sele, sxl, salor, 'hall', Goth.

salja, 'to stay at an iim', salipwos (pi.), 'inn',

OHG. selida, MHG. selde, OS. selitha, OE.

sxlp, 'dwelling'. These Teut. words are cogn.

with OSlav. selo, 'courtyard, village', selitva,

'dwelling', Lith. sala, 'village'. Cp. salle, sa-

loon and the second element in kursalon.

saloon, n. — F. salon. See prec. word. For the

ending see suff. -oon.

saloop, n., a hot drink made from powdered

salep. — A var. of salep.

Salopian, adj., pertaining to Shropshire.— Form-

ed with suff. -ian fr. Salop, which is shortened

fr. Slopesberrie, AF. corruption of OE. Scrob-

besbyrig, 'Shrewsbury'.

Derivative: Salopian, n.

Salpa, n., a genus of tunicates {zool.) — ModL.,

fr. L. salpa, 'a kind of stockfish', fr. Gk. a&kTvr\,

which is of uncertain origin.

Salpiglossis, n., a genus of plants of the potato

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

tJaXTriyS, 'trumpet', and yXGx^aa, 'tongue'.

See salpingo- and gloss, 'explanation'.

salpingo-, before a vowel salping-, combining

form meaning 'trumpet'. — Gk. aaXmYT°">

craXTTiyy-, fr. aaXTrty^, gen. adcXTriYYo?, 'trum-

pet', prob. a Mediterranean word. For the suff.

-iy5 cp. ipopfAiy^, 'lyre', (jijpiy^, 'pipe' (see

syrinx),

salse, n., a mud volcano.— F. salse, fr. It. salsa,

fr. L. salsa, fern, ofsalsus, 'salted' (see sauce, n.)

;

so called because it ejects salted water.

salsify, n., a biennial plant. — F. salsifis, fr. It.

sassefrica, fr. earlier sassifrica, fr. Olt. salsifica,

a word of uncertain origin.

Salsola, n., a genus of plants, the saltwort (bot.)

— ModL., fr. It. salsola, dimin. of salso, 'salty',

fr. L. salsus (see salse) ; so called in allusion to

the saline habitat of most species.

salsolaceous, adj. — Formed fr. prec. word with

suff. -aceous.

salt, n. — ME., fr. OE. sealt, rel. to OS., ON.,

Dan., Swed., OFris., Goth, salt, MDu. sout, D.

zout, OHG., MHG., G. salz, fr. I.-E. base

*sal-d-, which appears also in L. sallere (for

*saldere), 'to salt', Olr. saillim (for *saldim), 'I

salt', and in Lith. saldiis, OSlav. sladHkii,

'sweet' (with the following stages of sense devel-

opment: 1) salted; 2) spicy, savory; 3) sweet).
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Base *sal-d- is a -rf-enlargement of base *sal-

seen in Toch. B. salyi, A sale. Arm. a^,Gk. aX?,

gen. aX6i; (masc), 'salt', (fem.) 'sea', L. sal, gen.

sdlis, 'salt; sea', OSlav. soil, 'salt', slanu (for

*solnu), 'salted', Lett, sals, OPruss. sal, Olr.

salann, earlier W. halwyn, W. halen, OCo. ha-

loin, 'salt'. Cp. halieutic and words there refer-

red to. Cp. also sal, salad, salami, salary, salera-

tus, saliferous, salify, saline, salse, saltcellar,

sauce, saucer, saucisse, saucisson, sausage, silt,

souse, 'salt pickle'.

Derivatives: salt, v. (q.v.), salt, adj., saltern

(q.v.), satt-ing, n., salt-ish, adj., salt-less, n.,

salt-y, adj., salt-i-ness, n., salt-ness, n., saltpeter

(q.v.)

salt, tr. V. — ME. salten, fr. OE. sealtan, fr.

sealt, 'salt'; rel. to ON. salta, Goth, saltan,

OHG. salzan, MHG., G. salzen. See salt, n.

Derivatives: salt-ed; adj., salt-er, n., salt-ery, n.,

salt-ing, adj. and n.

saltant, adj., leaping (said of animals, in heral-

dry). — L. saltans, gen. -antis, pres. part, of

saltare, 'to leap, jump, dance', freq. of satire, 'to

leap'. See salient and -ant and cp. sally, saute.

saltareUo, n., a lively Italian dance. — It., fr.

saltare, 'to leap, jump', fr. L. saltare. See prec.

word and cp. saltimbanco.

saltation, n. — L. saltdtio, 'a leaping, jumping',

fr. saltdtus, pp. of saltare. See saltant and -ation.

saltatorial, adj., saltatory. — Formed with adj.

sufF. -al fr. L. saltdtdrius. See next word.

saltatory, adj., 1) pertaining to dancing: 2) pro-

ceeding by abrupt movements. — L. saltdtdrius,

'pertaining to leaping or dancing', fr. salt-ium),

pp. stem of saltare, 'to leap, jump, dance'. See

saltant and -atory and cp. saltire.

saltcellar, n. — ME. salte-seler, fr. sake, 'salt',

and seler, saler, 'saltcellar'. For the first element

see salt, n. The second derives fr. OF. salier,

'salt box', fr. L. saldrium, fr. sdl, gen. sdlis, 'salt',

and cp. salary. Accordingly the word saltceUar

is tautological since it contains the word for salt

twice.

Salter, n., a manufacturer of, or dealer in, salt. —
ME., fr. OE. sealtere, formed fr. OE. sealt, 'salt',

with suff. -ere. See salt and agential suff. -er.

saltern, n., a saltworks. — OE. sealta^rn, fr. sealt,

'salt', and xrn, 'place, chamber, house'. For the

first element see salt. For the second element see

bam and cp. rest, 'repose', the first element in

ransack, and the second element in bam.

saltier, n. — A var. of saltire.

saltigrade, adj., having feet for leaping.— Form-

ed fr. L. saltus, pp. of salire, 'to leap', and the

stem of gradl, 'to walk'. See salient and grade,

saltimbanco, n., a mountebank. — It., lit. 'one

who leaps upon a bench', formed from the

phrase salta in banco'., 'leap upon a benchl' See

saltarello, in, and banc, banco. For sense de-

velopment cp. mountebank,

saltire, saltier, n., an ordinary on a shield consist-

ing of a bend dexter and a bend sinister cross-
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ing each other (her.) — ME. sawtire, fr. MF.
saultoir, sautoir (F. sautoir), 'stirrup', fr. ML.
saltdtorium, 'stirrup', prop. neut. of L. saltdtd-

rius, 'pertaining to leaping', used as a noun. See
saltatory.

Derivative: saltire-wise, adv.

saltpeter, saltpetre, n. — ME. salpetre, fr. OF.
salpetre (F. salpetre), fr. ML. sdl petrae, lit.

'salt of the rock', fr. L. sdl, 'salt' and petra,

'rock, stone'. See salt and petro-.

saltus, n., a leap, a break in continuity.— ModL.,
fr. L., 'spring, leap', fr. saltus, pp. of salire, 'to

leap, jump'. See salient.

salubrious, adj., healthful, healthy. — Formed
with suff. -ous fr. L. salubris, 'promoting health,

healthful, healthy', fr. salu-, the stem of saliis,

'welfare, health'. See salute, n.

Derivatives : salubrious-ly, adv., salubrious-ness,

n.

salubrity, n., healthfulness, healthiness.— L. salu-

britds, fr. salUbris. See prec. word and -ity.

Saluki, n., a hunting dog of Arabia and Persia.—
Arab. Saluqiy, 'from Saluq', name of an ancient

city in southern Arabia.

salutary, adj. — Either fr. F. salutaire or directly

fr. L. salutdris, 'healthful', fr. saliis, gen. salutis,

'welfare, health'. See salute, v., and adj. sufT.

-ary.

salutation, n. — ME. salutacioun, fr. OF. saluta-

cion (F. salutation), fr. L. saldtdtidnem, ace.

of saldtdtid, fr. saldtdtus, pp. of salutdre, 'to

greet'. See salute, v., and -ation.

Derivative: salutation-al, adj.

salutatory, adj.— L. salUtdtorius, fr. saldtdtus, fr.

pp. of salutdre, 'to greet'. See salute, v., and adj.

suff. -ory.

salute, tr. and intr. v. — ME. saluten, fr. L. salu-

tdre, 'to greet", fr. saliis, gen. saldtis, 'welfare,

health, safety, a wish for somebody's welfare, a

greeting', which is rel. to salvus, 'safe'. See safe

and cp. words there referred to.

salute, n. — ME. salut, fr. OF. (= F.) salut, fr.

L. salutem, ace. of saliis. See salute, v.

salvable, adj. — VL. *salvdbilis, fr. Late L. sal-

vdre, 'to save", fr. salvus, 'safe'. See safe and cp.

salve, 'hail'.

Derivatives: salvabil-ity, n., salvable-ness, n.,

salvabl-y, adv.

salvage, n. — F. salvage (now sauvetage), fr. MF.
salvage, fr. salver (F. sauver), 'to save', fr. L.

salvdre, 'to save', fr. salvus, 'safe'. See safe and
-age.

Derivatives: salvage, tr. v., salvag-er, n.

salvarsan, n., a compound of arsenic used as a
remedy against syphilis. — Coined by its inven-

tor Paul Ehrlich (1854-1915) in 1910 fr. L. sal-

vdre, 'to save' (fr. salvus, 'safe'), and G. Arsen,

'arsenic'. See safe and arsenic.

salratella, n., a vein of the back of the hand
(anat.) — ModL., formed fr. L. salvdre, 'to

save', fr. salvus, 'safe', see safe and -dla. The
noun salvatella was formed in imitation of nsdy-

Urn, the Arabic name of this vein, prop, a dimin.

of saldm, 'peace, safety'. The name usdylim was
given to this vein because letting blood from it

was regarded as conducive to health. See Jaco-

bus Golius, Lexicon Arabico-Latinum, Leyden,

1653, p. 1207 (quoted by Dr. Joseph Hyrtl, Das
Arabische und Hebraische in der Anatomie,

p. 211).

salvation, n. — ME. salvacioun, fr. OF. salva-

tion, fr. Late L. salvdtionem, ace. of sahdtio,

fr. L. salvdtus, pp. of salvdre, 'to save', fr. salvus,

'safe'. See safe and -ation.

Derivatives: salvation-al, adj., salvation-ism, n.,

salvation-ist, n.

salve, n., ointment for wounds.— ME. salf, salve,

fr. OE. sealf; rel. to OS. salta, MDu. salve, Du.
zalf, OHG. salba, MHG., G. salbe, 'ointment',

fr. I.-E. base *selp-, 'fat, oil', whence also Gk.
eXtio;, 'fat, oil'. Alb. gdipe, 'butter', Toch. A
Sdlyp, B. salype, 'fat, oil, butter', OI. sarpsi-,

'melted butter'. Cp. olpe.

salve, tr. v., to apply a salve to.— ME. salven, fr.

OE. sealfian, 'to anoint', fr. sealf, 'ointment';

rel, to OS. salbdn, MDu. salven, Du. zalven,

OHG. salbdn, MHG., G. salben, Goth, salbdn,

'to anoint'. See salve, n.

Derivative: salv-er, n., one who salves.

salve, tr. v., to salvage, save. — Back formation

fr. salvage.

salve, interj,, hail! — L. salve, 'hail!', the usual

form of Roman greeting, prop. voc. of salvus,

'safe', but regarded as the imper. of salvere, 'to

be weir, fr. salvus. See safe and cp. salvo, 'a

volley'.

salver, n., a tray. — F. salve, fr. Sp. salva, 'the

tasting of food before serving, salver', fr. salvar,

'to save, to taste food (in order to find out

whether it is poisoned)', fr. L. salvdre, 'to save',

fr. salvus, 'safe'. See safe and cp. words there

referred to. E. salver (fr. F. salve) was formed on
analogy of the synonyms platter, trencher.

Salvia, n., a genus of plants, the sage (bot.)— L.

salvia, 'sage'. See sage, the plant.

Salvinia, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,
named after Antonio Maria Salvini ( 1 633 - 1 729),

professor of botany in Florence.

Salviniaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (bot.) —
ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

salviniaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

salvo, n., a saving clause; reservation. — Short

for ML. salvo jure, 'right being reserved'; neut.

abl. of L. salvus, 'safe'. See safe and cp. next

word.

salvo, n., discharge of guns. — Earlier salva, fr.

It. salva, 'salute, volley', fr. L. salve , 'hail!'. See

salve, 'hail'.

sal volatile, volatile salt. — ModL. See sal, 'salt',

and volatile.

salvor, n., one who helps to salvage a vessel. —
See salve, 'to salvage', and agential suff. -or.

Sam, masc. PN. — Short for SanmeL



samadh
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samadh, n., a tomb built over the grave of a holy

man (India). —• Hind, samadh, 'intense medi-

tation', fr. OI. samadhi-, 'intense meditation',

lit. 'a putting orjoining together', which is form-

ed fr. sdm-, 'together', the particle a-, 'to-

ward', and dha-, stem of dddhdti, 'puts, places'.

OI. sdm- is cogn. with Gk. a[j.a, 'together with',

Goth, soma, 'the same', samana, 'together', OE.

same (in same swd, 'similarly', swd same swd,

'just as'). See same. OI. particle a- is rel. to

Avestic a-, and cogn. with Gk. i- (e.g. in s-S-l-

Xeiv, 'to will'), 7)- (e.g. in-ri-Paio;, 'little, small'),

6- (e.g. in o-x^XXeiv, 'to run a ship aground');

cp. the first element in agama and in ananda.

For the etymology of OI. dddhdti see do. Cp.

next word.

samadhi, n., intense esoteric meditation through

the practice of yoga. — OI. samadhi-, 'intense

meditation'. See prec. word.

samara, n., the dry fruit of certain trees. — L.

samara, samera, 'the seed of the elm', a Gaulish

word lit. meaning 'summer seed', fr. Gaul.

*samos, 'summer'. Cp. Samolus.

Samaritan, n. and adj. — Late L. Samarltdnus,

'inhabitant of Samaria', fr. Samaria, fr. Gk.

Safjiapsia, 'Samaria', fr. Aram. Shdm'^rdyin,

ult. fr. Heb. Shon?r6n, named by its founder

Omri after Shemer, the owner of the hill, upon

which Samaria was buih. See I Kings, 16:24

and cp. Kittel's commentary on that verse. For

the ending see suff. -an.

Derivative : Samaritan-ism, n.

samarium, n., a rare metallic element. — ModL.,

coined by its discoverer, the French chemist

Paul-fimile Lecoq de Boisbaudran (1838-1912)

in 1879 fr. samarskite. For the ending see chem.

suff. -ium.

samarskite, n., (mineral.) — Named after Col.

von Samarski, a Russian mine official. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

samba, n., a Brazilian dance of African origin.—
Port., a word of African origin.

Derivative: samba, intr. v., to dance the samba.

sambal, also sambel, n., a curry sauce. — Fr. Jav.

Malay sambal, sambil, through the medium of

Dutch. See J. F. Bense, Dictionary of the Low-

Dutch Element in the English Vocabulary, p.

341.

sambo, n., 1) an Indian and Negro half-breed; 2)

a Negro (slang). — Sp. zambo, 'bow-legged;

mulatto, Negro', prob. fr. L. scambus, 'bow-

legged', fr. Gk. (Txa;xp6(;, which is cogn.

with Olr. camm, W. cam, 'crooked'. See Skeat,

Notes on English Etymology, p. 256.

Sambucus, n., a genus of plants, the elder (bot.)

— L. sambucus, 'the elder tree', of uncertain

origin.

sambuke, n., a triangular stringed instrument, -j

L. sambuca, fr. Gk aatiPuxv), fr. Aram, sabb -

khd. See NOldeke in GjSttingische Gelehrte An-

zeigen, 1884, p. 1022.

same, adj., pron. and adv.— ME., fr. ON. samr.

'the same', rel. to OE. same, adv. (in same swd,

'similarly', swd same swd, 'just as'), OS. soma,

samo, OHG. sama, adj. and adv., Goth, sama,

adj., OHG. samant, MHG. sament, samt,

'together', G. samt, 'together with', Goth.

samana, 'together', OB. samnian, OS. samndn,

ON. samna, OFris. samnia, MLG., MDu.
samenen, OHG. samandn, MLG., MHG. sa-

melen, G. sammeln, Du. tamelen, 'to collect',

lit. 'to bring together', OE. tdsamne, OS. te-

samne, OFris. tosamene, Du. tezamen, OHG. zi-

samane, MHG. zesamene, G. zusammen,

'together', fr. I.-E. base *sem-, *sm-, 'one,

together', whence also OI. samdfi, 'even, level,

similar, equal, the same, identical', Avestic

hama, 'similar, the same', OI. samdm, 'together',

sa-ktt, Avestic ha-k^r^t, 'at once, once', OI. sd-

dam, Avestic haSa, 'always', OI. sa-, Avestic

ha-, 01. sdm-, Avestic ham, 'with', Toch. A
foma, B. fomo, 'the same, similar', B. je-me, A
fas, 'one', Gk. (ic[i.a, 'together with, at the same

time with', Ojxo?, 'one and the same', of^oioi;

(Old Att. opioToi;), 'like, resembling', ofiou,

'together', 6|ji,aX6q, 'even', el? (for *t[L-<;, I.-E.

*sem-s), neut. gv (for *eh, I.-E. *sem-), fem.

y.La. (for *(J|x-ia, I.-E. *sm-iy^), 'one', L. semel,

'once', similis (assimilated fr. *semilis), 'like',

semper, 'always', OSlav. samii, 'himself, OSlav.

sq, 'with', sq-s^da, 'neighbor' (lit. 'he who sits,

i.e. dwells, together with somebody'), Lith. sq,

sa, OPruss. sen, 'with', Olr. som, 'himself,

samail, 'likeness', samlith, 'at once', W. hafal,

'like', and the first element in Gk. oc-Tia?, 'once',

a.-TikhoQ, a-TrXou;, 'simple', e-repo?, 'the oth-

er', c-xaxov, 'a hundred'. Cp. acolyte, adelpho-,

Aglaia, amnion, amoeba, anacoluthon, anoma-

lous, assemble, assimilate, Atalanta, dissemble,

dissimilate, dissimulate, ensemble, hama-, haplo-,

hecatomb, hendeca-, hendiadys, heno-, henotic,

hetero-, homalo-, homeo-. Homer, homily,

homo-, hyphen, resemble, Samoyed, samsara,

samskara, Sanskrit, seem, semblance, semble,

semper-, Sempervivum, sempiternal, sengreen,

similar, simple, simulacrum, simulate, simultane-

ous, single, smgular, some and the pref in

Skupshtina, Sobranje, soviet, sputnik.

Derivatives: same-ly, adj., same-li-ness, n.,

same-ness, n.

samekh, samech, n., name of the 15th letter of the

Hebrew alphabet. — Heb. samekh, 'support,

fulcrum', fr. sdmdkh, 'he leant, supported' ; so

called in allusion to the ancient Hebrew form

of this letter.

Samian, adj., pertaining to Samos. — Formed

with suff. -an fr. L. Samius, fr. Gk. Sajxio?, fr.

Eapio?, 'Samos', name of an island in the Ae-

gean sea, fr. Old Gk. aa(j.o?, 'a height'.

Derivative: Samian, n., an inhabitant of Samos.

samisen, n., a Japanese three-stringed instrument.

— Jap., fr. Chin, san-hsien, 'three strings'.

samite, n., a heavy silk material. — ME. samit,

fr. OF. (= F.) samit, fr. ML. samitum, exami-
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turn, fr. Gk. e^atiiTov, prop. neut. of the adj.

c^ajxiToc, 'woven with six threads', which is

compounded of 2E, 'six', and [xixo?, 'thread'.

See hexa- and mitosis and cp. dimity,

samlet, n., a young salmon, a parr.— Formed fr.

sam, contraction of salmon, with dimin. suff.

-let.

Sammy, n., a soldier of the United States (slang).

— Fr. Sammy, dimin. of Sam, fr. Uncle Sam,

personification of the U.S.

Samnite, n., a member of the ancient people in-

habiting Samnium in Italy.— L. Samnites (pi.),

'the Samnites', fr. Samnium, which prob. stands

for *Sabniom and is rel. to Sablnus, 'Sabine'.

See Sabine and subst. suff. -ite.

Samoan, adj., pertaining to Samoa; n., an inhabi-

tant of Samoa. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

Samoa, name of a group of islands in Polynesia.

Derivative: Samoan, n., an inhabitant of Samoa.

Samolus, n., a genus of plants, the brookweed

(bot.)— L. samolus, 'brookweed', prop, 'a sum-

mer plant', fr. Gaul. *samos, 'summer', whence

also L. samauca, name of a fish. Cp. samara.

samovar, n., a Russian tea urn. — Fr. Tatar sana-

bar, 'tea urn', altered by folk etymology into

Russ. samovar, 'self-boiler', fr. samo, 'self, and

varit', 'to boil'.

Samoyed, Samoyede, n. and adj., name of a Si-

berian people. — Russ. Samoyed, lit. 'self-

eaters', used in the sense of cannibals, a name
given them by the Russians (the native name of

the people is Nenets). For the first element in

Samoyed see same. The second element is cogn.

with Gk. SSeiv, L. edere, Goth, itan, OE. etan,

'to eat' ; see eat.

sampan, n., a light Chinese boat. — Fr. Chin, san

pan, 'three boards'.

samphire, n., 1) the plant Crithmum maritimum;

2) the glasswort. — Fr. earlier sampere, sampire,

fr. F. (herbe de) Saint Pierre, 'St. Peter's herb'.

The actual French names of the plant arc perce-

pierre, passe-pierre, christe-marine.

sample, n. — ME. sample, aphetic for asaumple,

fr. OF. essample, fr. L. exemplum. See example

and cp. ensample.

Derivatives: sample, tr. and intr. v., sampl-er, n.,

sampl-ing, n.

sampler, n., needlework. — ME., fr. OF. essem-

plaire (F. exemplaire), fr. exemple. See exemplar

and cp. prec. word.

Sampson. — A var. of Samson.

samsara, n., transmigration of souls (Hinduism).

— OI. sarnsdrah, lit. 'a passing through', formed

fr. sam-, 'together', and sdrah, 'course'. For the

first element see same and cp. words there re-

ferred to. The second element is rel. to sdrati,

'runs, flows', sardh, 'flowing', sird, 'river', and

cogn. with Gk. 6p6? (for *(Jop6<;,., L. serum,

'watery fluid, whey'. See serum and cp. words

there referred to.

samskara, n., ceremonial purification (Hinduism).

— OI. sarpskdrab, 'preparation, sacrament.

consecration', lit. 'a making together', formed

fr. sam-, 'together', and kdra-, 'making,

maker'. For the first element see samsara. The
second element is rel. to krnoti, karoti, 'makes'.

See Sanskrit and cp. words there referred to.

samshu, n., an alcoholic liquor made in China

from rice. — Chin, san-shao, lit. 'thrice dis-

tilled', fr. san, 'three', and shao, 'fire'.

Samson, Sampson, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible a

judge distinguished for his enormous strength.

— Late L., fr. Gk. Saixijjcljv, fr. Heb. ShimshSn,

a name derived fr. shemesh, 'sun'. Cp. Aram.
shimshd, Syr. shemshd, Arab, shams (dissimi-

lated fr. *shamsh), Akkad. shamshu, Ugar.

sh-p-sh, 'sun'.

samsonite, n., a silver manganese sulfantimonite

(mineral.) — Named after the Samson mine in

St. Andreasberg, Harz. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

samson post, a strong pillar in a ship. — Named
after Samson, in allusion to the verse: "Samson
took hold of the two middle pillars upon which

the house rested" etc. (Judges 16:29).

Samuel, masc. PN. ; a celebratedjudge and proph-

et (Bible). — Late L., fr. Gk. LajAOuriX, fr. Heb.

Sh mu'el, lit. 'name of God', fr. shem, 'name',

and El, 'God'. The first element is rel. to Aram.
shem, sh md, also shum, Ugar. sh-m, Arab, sim,

sum, ism, Ethiop. sem, Akkad. shumu, 'name'.

For the second element see EI.

samurai, n. (sing, and pi), I) a member of the

military retainers of the daimios (new extinct)

;

2) gentry; 3) an army officer. — Jap., 'guard'.

san, n., name of the ancient Greek letter "^. —
Fr. Heb. shin, name of the latter sh, for shen,

'tooth'. See sin, shin.

sanable, adj., curable (rare). — L. sdndbilis, 'cur-

able', fr. sdndre, 'to cure', fr. sdnus. See sane and

able.

Derivatives: sanabil-ity, n., sanable-ness, n.

sanative, adj., curative. — ML. sdndtivus', 'tend-

ing to cure', fr. L. sdndtus, pp. of sdndre. See

prec. word and -ative.

sanatorium, n. — ModL. sdndtdrium, prop. neut.

of the L. adj. sdndtdrius, used as a noun. See

next word.

sanatory, adj., curative, tending to heal. — L.

sdndtdrius, fr. sdndtus, pp. of sdndre, 'to cure,

make healthy', fr. sdnus. See sane and adj. suff.

-Dry.

sanbenito, n., a penitential garment. — Sp. sam-

benito, fr. San Benito, 'Saint Benedict'; so

called because of its resemblance to the Bene-

dictine scapular.

sanctification, n. — Late L. sdnctificdtio, gen.

-onis, fr. sdnctificdtus, pp. of sdnctificdre. See

sanctify and -ation.

sanctified, adj. — Prop. pp. of sanctify. For the

ending see 1st suff. -ed.

Derivative: sanctified-ly, adv.

sanctify, tr. v. — ME. seintifien, fr. OF. sainte-

fier (F. sanctifier), fr. Late L. sdnctificdre, 'to
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make holy', fr. L. sdnctus, 'holy', and -ficdre, fr.

facere, 'to make, do'; see saint and -fy. E.

sanctify was influenced in form by Late L.

sdnctificdre.

sanctimony, n., hypocritical devoutness. — MF.
sanctimonie, fr. L. sdnctimonia, 'sacredness,

sanctity, piety', fr. sdnctus, 'holy, sacred'. See

saint. For the ending see suff. -mony and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: sanctimonious-ly , adv., sanctimo-

nious-ness, n.

sanction, n. — L. sdnctio, gen. -onis, 'the decree-

ing of something as sacred, decree, sanction'

(prob. through the medium of F. sanction),

fr. sdnctus, pp. of sancire. See saint and -ion.

Derivatives: sanction, tr. v., sanction-ary, adj.,

sanction-er, n.

sanctitude, n., saintliness (rare).— ME. sanctitud,

fr. L. sdnctitddo fr. sdnctus, 'holy, sacred'. See

saint and -tude.

sanctity, n., sacredness. — ME. sauncite, fr. MF.
saintete, sainctete (F. saintete), fr. L. sdnctitd-

tem, ace. of sdnctitds, 'holiness, sacredness', fr.

sdnctus, 'holy, sacred'. See saint and -ity.

sanctuary, n. — ME. sanctuarie, fr. MF. sainc-

tuarie, saintuarie (F. sanctuaire), fr. L. sdnctud-

rium, 'a holy place, shrine', fr, sdnctus, 'holy,

sacred'. See saint and subst. sufF. -ary and cp.

sentry, which is a doublet of sanctuary.

sanctum, n., a private study; a place of retreat. —
Lit. 'a holy place', fr. L. sdnctum, neut. of sdnc-

tus, 'holy, sacred'. See saint.

Sanctus, n., the hymn beginning with the word
Sanctus. — L. sdnctus, 'holy', the rendering of

Heb. qadhosh (in Is. 6 : 3). See saint.

sand, n.— ME. sond, sand, fr. OE., rel. to OS. sand,

ON. sandr, Dan., Swed. sand, OFris. sond, MDu.
sant, 'sand', Du. zand, OHG., MHG. sant, G.

Sand, and cogn. with Gk. i^a[ji(iO?, ijjapiaftoi;,

Sfxa&o?, 'sand', L. sabutum (for *psaflom),

'sand'. Dor. '^aoog. Att. 'l^fifoc;. 'small, stone,

pebble", and prob. also with Gk. (Jj^i ^'i^i 'to

rub, rub away; to crumble away'. See psilo-

and cp. ammo, psammite, psepiiism, sabulous,

saburra and the second element in palimpsest.

Derivati\'es : sand, tr. v., sand-ing, n.

sandal, n. — L. sandatium, fr. Gk. oavSdXiov,

dimin. of ai.MiyXrt't, a word from Asia Minor

(whence also Pers. sandal), orig. meaning 'shoe

of the Lydian god Sandal'. See Kretschmer,

Indogermanische Forschungen, 45, 270 (1927).

sandalwood, n. — ML. sandalum (whence also

OF. sandal), fr. Arab, sandal, fr. OI. candanah,

'sandalwood' (lit. 'wood for burning incense'),

which is rel. to candrdh, 'shining, glowing', and

cogn. with Gk. y.avSapoc, 'glowing, coal', L.

candere, 'to shine, glow, be white'. See candid

and cp. Sanders and santal. Cp. also next word.

sandarac, n., 1) the sandarac tree; 2) resin ob-

tained from this tree; 3) realgar. — L. sanda-

raca, fr. Gk. cavSapAx.T), which is of Oriental

origin. Cp. OI. candra-raga-, 'having the bright-
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ness of the moon'. The first element of this com-
pound means 'shining, bright' ; see sandalwood.

sandblind, adj., purblind. — ME., prob. fr. OE.
*sdm-blind, 'half blind', fr. sdm-, 'half (see

semi-), and blind, adj. The alteration of the first

element to sand is due to folk etymology.

Derivative: sandblind-ness, n.

sanderling, n., a wading bird (Crocethia alba). —
Formed fr. sand with the dimin. suff. -ling.

Sanders, saunders, n., sandalwood (archaic). —
OF. sandre, a var. of sandal. See sandalwood.

sandia, n., a watermelon. — Sp., fr. Arab, (bat-

ttha') sindiya', lit. '(the melon coming) from

Sind (India)'. See India.

sandiver, n., glass gall.— ME. saundiver, popular

alteration of F. suin (now spelled suint) de verre,

'sandiver', lit. 'sweating of glass". F. suin is a

derivative of suer, 'to sweat, perspire', fr. L.

suddre; see sudation. F. de, 'of, from', comes

fr. L. de, 'from, away from'; see de-. F. verre

derives fr. L. vitrum, 'glass'; see vitreo-.

sandix, n., minion; bright red color.— L. sandix,

sandyx, fr. Gk. adcvSiJ^, 'minion, a women's
garment dyed with this color', a Semitic loan

word. Cp. Akkad. sdmtu, sdndu, 'a red stone'.

sandwich, n. — Named after John Montagu,

Fourth Earl of Sandwich (1718-92), who once

spent 24 hours at the gaming table, using only

this kind of food. — The title of the Earl of

Sandwich comes fr. OE. SandwTc, lit. 'Sand

Village'. (OE. wic is a loan word fr. L. vicus,

'village, hamlet', for which see vicinage.)

Derivative: sandwich, tr. v.

sandy, adj., consisting of or abounding in sand.

— ME., fr. OE. sandig, fr. sand. See sand and -y

(representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives: sand-i-ness, n., sand-y-ish, adj.

Sandy, n., nickname for a Scotsman. — From
Sandy, Scott, abbreviation of Alexander. Cp.

Sawney.

sane, adj. — L. sdnus, 'sound, whole, healthy',

rel. to Umbr. sanes (= L. sdnis, abl. pi.); of

uncertain etymology. Cp. sanative, sanatorium,

sanicle, sanitary, and the second element in

tutsan and in vesania.

Derivatives: sane-ly, adv., sane-ness, n.

sanforize, tr. v., to preshrink (a cotton or linen

fabric) permanently. — Named after the Amer-

ican Sanford Lockwood Cluett (born in 1874),

inventor of this process. For the ending see suff.

-ize.

sang, past tense of sing. — ME., fr. OE. sang.

See sing,

sangar, n., breastwork, rifle pit for a few men. —
Hind, sangar, fr. Pers. sanga, sang, 'stone'.

sangaree, n., a West Indian drink. — Sp. sangria,

'bleeding', fr. sangre, 'blood', fr. VL. sanguem

(L. sanguinem), ace. of L. sanguis, 'blood' (see

sanguine); so called because made of red wine.

Cp. sangrado.

sang-de-boeiif, n., deep red color found in old

Chinese porcelain.— F. sang-de-boeuf, lit. 'bul-

ld»l banskrit

lock's blood'. F. sang, 'blood', derives fr. VL.

sanguem. See prec. word. F. de, 'of, from',

comes fr. L. de, 'from, away from'; see de-. F.

bceuf, 'ox, bullock', comes fr. L. bovem, ace. of

bos; see bovine.

sang-froid, n., presence of mind, composure. —
F., fr. MF., lit. 'cold blood'. For the first ele-

ment see sanguine and cp. prec. word. F. froid,

'cold', derives fr. L. frigidus; see frigid. The
word sang-froid was introduced into EngHsh by

Lord Chesterfield (1694-1773).

sangrado, n., an ignorant physician. — After

Doctor Sangrado, a character in Le Sage's Gil

Bias. The name is connected with Sp. sangrador,

'bloodletter', fr. sangrar, 'to let blood', fr. san-

gre, 'blood'. See sangaree.

sangrail, sangreal, n., the holy grail. — Refash-

ioned fr. OF. saint graal, 'the holy grail', after

L. sdnctus, 'holy'. See saint and grail.

sangui-, combining form meaning blood. — L.

sangui-, fr. sanguis, 'blood'. See sanguine.

sanguification, n., the conversion of food into

blood. — Compounded of sangui- and fication.

Sanguinaria, n., a genus of plants, the bloodroot

(bot.)— ModL., fr. L. sanguinaria herba, 'a herb

that stanches blood", fr. sanguis, gen. sanguinis,

'blood' (see sanguine) ; so called from the color

of the juice.

sanguinary, adj., bloody. — L. sanguindrius, 'per-

taining to blood', fr. sanguis, gen. sanguinis,

'blood'. See sanguine and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: sanguinari-ly, adv., sanguinari-ness,

n.

sanguine, adj., of the color of blood; ruddy. —
ME. sanguin, fr. MF. (= F.) sanguin, fem. san-

guine, fr. L. sanguineus, 'of blood, blood-red,

bloodthirsty', fr. sanguis, gen. sanguinis, 'blood',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. consanguine,

consanguinity, ensanguine, exsanguinate, sanga-

ree, sangrado, sanguineous, and the first element

in sang-de-boeuf and in sang-froid.

sanguineous, 1) sanguine; 2) resembling blood. —
L. sanguineus. See sanguine and cp. consanguin-

eous. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Sanguisorba, n., a genus of plants, the burnet

(bot.) — ModL., compounded of L. sanguis,

'blood' (see sanguine), and sorbere, 'to suck' (see

absorb); so called from the styptic qualities of

most plants of this genus.

Sanhedrin, n., 1) the Supreme Jewish court (=
Sanhedhrln G^dhold^ in the time of the Second

Temple, consisting of 71 ordained' scholars; 2)

one of the lesser courts with 23 ordained mem-
bers called Sanhedhrln Q^tannd'', lit. 'the small

Sanhedrin'.— Mishnaic Heb. sanhedrin, fr. Gk.
ouvsSptov, 'council', lit. 'a sitting together' (cp.

L. consessus, 'a sitting together; an assembly'),

fr. cniv, 'with, together with', and ?8p5, 'a seat',

which stands for *sedrd and is cogn. with L.

sedere, 'to sit'. See syn- and sedoitary, and cp.

synedrion. The form Sanhedrim is erroneous. It

arose from a misconception of the ending -in in

Mishanic Heb. sanhedhrin as the pi. suff., for

which -im, the more exact form of this suff., was

substituted. In reality, however, the suff. -in in

sanhedhrin stands for Greek -lov in the word
ouvlSpiov.

sanicle, n., any plant of the genus Sanicula. —
ME., fr. MF. (= F). sanick, fr. ML. sdnicula,

lit. 'the healing plant', fr. L. sdnus, 'healthy'. See

sane and -cle.

Sanicula, n., a genus of plants, the sanicle (bot.)

— ML. sdnicula. See prec. word.

sanify, tr. v., to make healthy. — Formed fr. L.

sanus (see sane) with suff. -fy.

sanitarium, n., a health station. — ModL. sdnitd-

rium, lit. 'a place dedicated to health'. See sani-

tary.

sanitary, adj., pertaining to health.— F. sanitaire,

fr. L. sdnitds, 'health'. See sanity and adj. suff.

-ary.

Derivatives: sanitari-an, adj., sanitari-ly, adv.,

sanitari-ness, n.

sanitate, tr. v. — Back formation fr. sanitation.

sanitation, n.— Irregularly formed fr. sanity with

suff. -ation.

sanity, n. — ME. sanite, fr. MF. (= F.) sanite, fr.

L. sdnitdtem, ace. of sdnitds, 'health', fr. sdnus,

'healthy'. See sane and -ity.

sanjak, n., formerly, subdivision of a vilayet in

Turkey. — Turk, sanjdk, lit. 'flag'.

sank, past tense of sink. — ME. sank, fr. OE.
sane, past tense of sincan. See sink, v.

Sanoussi, n. — See Senussi.

sans, prep., without (archaic). — F., fr. OF. sens,

a blend of L. sine, 'without' (see sine, 'without'),

and L. absentia, 'in the absence of (abl. of ab-

sentia, 'absence' ; see absence). Cp. senza.

Sanscrit, n. and adj. — See Sanskrit.

sans-culotte, n., a republican of the poorer class-

es in the French Revolution. — F., lit. 'without

breeches'. For the first element see sans. F. ca-

lotte is a diminutive form derived fr. cul, 'bot-

tom, backside', fr. L. cHlus; see culotte. The

name sans-culotte prop, denotes those who—in

contradistinction to the upper classes that wore

culottes—chose pantalons
,
(long trousers) for

their distinctive costume.

Derivatives: sans-culott-ic, sans-culott-ish, adjs.

sans-culottism, n., the principles of sans-culottes.

— F. sans-cullottisme, fr. sans-culotte. See prec.

word and -ism.

Sanskrit, Sanscrit, n. and adj. — OI. samskrta-,

'prepared, refined, made or put together', com-

pounded of sdm-, 'together', and krta-, 'made'.

The first element is cogn. with Gk. a[xa, 'to-

gether with', 6(i.6c, 'one and the same', Goth.

sama, 'the same', samana, 'together", OE. same

(in same swd, 'similarly', swd same swd, 'just

as') ; see same and cp. samadh, samadhi. The sec-

ond element is rel. to k^nSti, karoti, 'makes',

Avestic kar-, 'to make', k^r'^naoiti, 'makes', fr.

I.-E. base *q^er-, 'to make, form'. See corpus
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and cp. Chamar, Karma, carcoon and the second

element in abkari, brinjarry, Prakrit, prakriti,

samskara, sircar.

Santa Claus, — American alteration of dial. Du.

Sante Klaus, 'Saint Nicholas'.

santal, n., sandalwood. — F. santal, fr. Gk.

oavTaXov, fr. OI. candanah. See sandalwood.

Santalaceae, n. pi., the sandalwood family (hot.)

— ModL., formed with suflf. -aceae fr. ML. san-

talum, 'sandalwood'. See sandalwood,

santalaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

santalin, n., a crystalline compound containing a

red coloring matter, C^jH^^O. (chem.) — F. san-

taline, fr. santal. See santal and -in.

santir, n., a kind of dulcimer. — Arab, santtr, fr.

Gk. tJ'f'^'r^P'ov. 'stringed instrument, psaltery,

harp', whence also Aram, p santerin, p^santerin,

'a (triangular) stringed instrument'. See Psalter.

Santolina, n., a genus of plants of the thistle fam-

ily {hot.) — ModL., fr. L. herba santonica. See

santonica and -ina (representing L. -Ina).

santon, n., a saint in Mohammedan countries. —
Sp. santon, augment, formed fr. santo, fr. L.

sanctus, 'holy'. See saint,

santonica, n., the European wormwood.— Mod-

L., fr. L. herba santonica, 'the herb of the San-

toni', a people of Aquitania. Cp. Santolina, san-

tonin,

santonin, n., a colorless bitter substance obtained

from santonica {chem.) — F. santonine, fr. L.

(herba) santonica. See santonica. F. santonine

(for santonique) was influenced in form by har-

botine, which is also a vermifuge. See Bloch-

Wartburg, DELF., p. 544.

Sanussi, n. — See Senussi.

sap, n., juice. — ME., fr. OE. ssep, rel. to MLG.,

MDu., Du. sap, OHG. saf, MHG. saf, soft, G.

Soft, 'juice", and cogn. with OI. sabar-, 'sap,

milk, nectar', fr. l.-E. base *sab-, a collateral

form of *sap-, 'to taste, perceive', whence Arm.

ham (for *sdpno-), 'juice; taste', L. sapa, 'new

wine boiled thick', sapere, 'to have taste or fla-

vor; to be wise, to know'. See sapient.

Derivatives: sap-less, adj., sap-ling, n., sapp-y,

adj., sap-ness, n.

sap, n., a trench. — MF. (= F.) sape, 'sapping,

undermining', back formation fr. saper, 'to sap,

undermine'. See sap, 'to undermine'.

sap, tr. and intr. v., to undermine. — MF. (= F.)

saper, fr. sape, 'mattock', fr. ML. sappa (whence

also It. zappa, Sp. zapa, 'spade', and the verbs

zappare, resp. zapar, 'to undermine'): of uncer-

tain origin.

Derivative: sapp-er, n.

sapajou, n., a small S. American monkey. — F.,

a Tupi loan word.

sapanwood, n., a red dyewood obtained from the

tree Caesalpinia sapan. — Malay sapang.

saphenous, adj., designating two veins in the leg

(anat.) — ME., fr. ML. saphena, 'a vein in the

leg, saphena', fr. Arab, fdfin, in VArab. pronun-

ciation safen- FPF the ending see suff. -ous.

sapid, adj., having taste, savory. — L. sapidus,

'savory, tasty', fr. sapere, 'to taste'. See sapient

and cp. insipid.

Derivatives; sapid-ity, n., sapid-ness, n.

sapience, n., wisdom. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) sa-

pience, fr. L. sapientia, 'wisdom', fr. sapiens, gen.

-entis. See next word. For the ending see suff.

-ce.

sapient, adj., wise (rare). — ME., fr. OF., fr. L.

sapientem, ace. oi sapiens, 'wise', pres. part, of

sapio, sapere, 'to have taste or flavor; to be wise,

to know', whence sapor, 'taste', sapidus, 'savory,

tasty', fr. I.-E. base *sap-, 'to taste, perceive',

whence also Arm. ham (for *sapno-), 'taste', OS.

an-sebbian, 'to perceive, remark', OHG. ant-

seffen, intseffen, 'to perceive, comprehend', OE.

sefa, 'mind, understanding, insight', and OS.

sebo, ON. sefi, of s.m., L. sapa, 'new wine boiled

thick'. See sap, 'juice', and cp. sage, adj., savant,

savor, savoir-faire, savoir-vivre. For the ending

see suff. -ent.

Derivative; sapient-ly, adv.

sapiential, adj., having or expounding wisdom.

— ME. sapiencial, fr. Late L. sapientidlis, 'per-

taining to wisdom', fr. L. sapientia. See sapience

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative; sapiential-ly, adv.

sapin, n., a kind of fir tree. — ME., fr. OF. (
=

F.), 'fir tree', which, together with OProveng.

sap, of s.m., derives fr. L. sappinus (also sapinus),

'a kind of fir tree', a word of Gaulish origin. Cp.

W. syb-wydd, 'pine'.

Sapindaceae, n. pi., the soapberry family (bat.)—
ModL., formed fr. Sapindus with suff. -aceae.

sapindaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Sapindus, n., a genus of plants, the soapberry

(bot.) — ModL., contraction of L. sdpo Indicus,

'Indian soap', fr. sapo, gen. -onis, 'soap', and

Indicus, 'Indian', fr. India. See saponaceous and

India,

sapodilla, n., an evergreen tree, Achras zapota. -^

Sp. sapotilla, zapotilla, dimin. oi sapota, zapota.

See Sapota.

saponaceous, adj., soapy. — Formed with suff.

-aceous fr. L. sdpo, gen. sdpdnis, 'soap', which is

a Teut. loan word. See soap.

Derivative: saponaceous-ness, n.

Saponaria, n., a genus of plants of the pink fam-

ily (bot.) — ModL., fr. ML. sdpdndrius, 'per-

taining to soap', fr. L. sdpo, gen. sdpdnis, 'soap'

(see saponaceous and -aria); so called because

the juice forms a lather with water.

saponification, n., chemical conversion of fats

into soap. — F., fr. saponifier, 'to saponify'.

See next word and -ation.

saponify, tr. and intr. v. — F. saponifier, 'to sa-

ponify', fr. L. sdpo, gen. sdpdnis, 'soap', and

-ficdre, fr. facere, "to make, do'. See soap and

suff. -fy.

Derivatives: saponifi-able, adj., saponifi-er, n.

sapor, n., taste, savor (rare). — L. sapor, rel. to

sapere, 'to taste*. See sapient and cp. savor.

Sapota, n., a genus of trees (bot.) -— ModL., fr.

Sp. sapote, zapote, fr. Nahuatl tzapotl, name of

the tree.

Sapotaceae, n. pi., the sapodilla family (bot.) —

•

ModL., formed fr. Sapota with suff. -aceae.

sapotaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Sapphic, adj., 1) pertaining to Sappho; 2) per-

taining to any of the metrical forms used by

Sappho. — L. Sapphicus, fr. Gk. Sa7t<pix6?, 'of

Sappho', fr. SaTtoto, 'Sappho', name of a Greek

lyric poetess of Lesbos (cca 600 B.C.E.). For the

ending see adj. suflf. -ic.

Derivative: Sapphic, n., a Sapphic verse.

sapphire, n. — ME. safir, saphir, fr. OF. safir (F.

saphir), fr. L. sapphirus, fr. Gk. oaTrcpEipoi;, fr.

Heb. sappir, 'sapphire; lapis lazuli', which some

scholars derive fr. OI. sani-priydm, 'sapphire',

lit. 'dear to the planet Saturn', fr. Sani, 'Saturn',

and priydh, 'dear'. See free. Cp. zaffer.

sapphirine, adj., of sapphire; sapphire-like. — L.

sapphirinus, fr. Gk. craTicpEtpivoi;, fr. ctoct:-

(psipoi;, 'lapis lazuli'. See prec. word. Forthe end-

ing see adj. suflf. -ine (representing Gk. -ivo^).

Derivative; sapphirine, n.

sapr-, form of sapro- before a vowel.

sapremia, sapraemia, n., a diseased condition in

which putrefying matter is present in the blood

(med.)— Medical L., coined by Matthews Dun-
can in 1880 fr. Gk. aaTTpo?, 'rotten, putrid', and

aljxa, 'blood'. See sapro-, hemal and 1st -ia.

sapro-, before a vowel sapr-, combining form

meaning 'putrid". — Gk. CTscTtpo-, cjaTcp-, fr.

aarrpo?, 'rotten, putrid', rel. to ciTjTretv, 'to rot'.

See sepsis,

saprogenic, saprogenous, adj., producing putre-

faction. — Compounded of sapro- and -genie,

resp. -genous.

saprolite, n., disintegrated rock (petrogr.) —
Compounded of sapro- and Gk. Xi&o?, 'stone'.

See -lite.

Derivative: saprolit-ic, adj.

saprophagous, adj., feeding on decaying matter.

— Compounded of sapro- and Gk. -tfci.-(ac,

from the stem of 9Xysiv, 'to eat'. See -phagous.

saprophyte, n., an organism that lives on decay-

ing matter. — Compounded of sapro- and

Gk. -9UT0M. fr. 9'jt6v, 'a plant'. See -phyte.

Derivatives : saprophyt-ic, adj. and n., saprophyt-

ic-al-ly, adv.

sapsago, n., a kind of hard Swiss cheese. — Cor-

ruption of G. Schabzieger, which is compound-

ed of schaben, 'to scrape', and Zieger, fr. Late

OHG. ziger, "whey". The first element is rel. to

E. shave (q.v.) Late OHG. ziger is prob. trace-

able to Gaul. *dwi-gro-s, 'warmed twice', fr.

I.-E. *dwi-, 'twice' (see di-, 'twice'), and a deriva-

tive of I.-E. *g"her-, 'to warm' (see warm). See

Hubschmied in Vox Romanica, 1935, I, 7 ff.,

quoted in Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p. 885 s.v.

Zieger.

saraband, n., a slow Spanish dance. — F. sara-

bande, fr. Sp. zarabanda, borrowed fr. Persian

serbend, 'a kind of dance', through the medium
of Arabic.

Saracen, n., 1) an Arab; 2) a Moslem. — ML.
Saraceni (pi.), fr. Late Gk. Sapaicrjvoi (pi.), fr.

Arab, sharqlytn, pi. ace. ofsharqiy, 'Eastern', fr.

sharq, 'east', fr. shdraqa, 'he cleft, dissected ; rose

(said of the sun)'. Cp. sarcenet, sarsen, siroc-

co.

Derivative; Saracen-ic, adj.

Sarah, also Sara, 1) fem. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the

wife of Abraham and the mother of Isaac. —
Lit. 'princess', fr. Heb. sdra , fem. of sar,

'prince', fr. sdrdr, 'he ruled', which is rel. to

Akkad. sharru, 'king', sharratu, 'queen'.

sarangousty, n., stucco made waterproof.— Pers.

sarangushti, 'paste for painting the tips of the

fingers', fr. sar, 'head, extremity, tip', and an-

gusht, 'finger'. Pers. saris cogn. with Gk. xapa,

'head', L. cerebrum, 'brain'; see cerebrum and

cp. serang, seraskicr, sircar. Pers. angusht is rel.

to Avestic angushta-, 'toe, finger', OI. ahgusthdh,

'big toe, thumb', and cogn. with Gk. ayxobv,

'elbow', ayxuXoi;, 'crooked, curved', L. angulus,

'angle, corner' ; see angle, 'corner'.

Saratoga trunk a large traveling trunk.— Named
after Saratoga Springs, a summer resort near

New York.

sarbacane, n., a blowgun. — F., changed under

the influence of canne, ,'cane, reed', fr. sarbatane

(still used in 1798 by the French Academy), fr.

Sp. cerbatana, zarbatana, fr. VArab. zarbatanJ',

fr. Arab, zabatdna , ult. fr. Malay sumpitan, of

s.m., fr. sumpit, 'narrow'. Cp. sumpit.

sarc-, form of sarco- before a vowel.

sarcasm, n., a taunting remark; an ironical jibe.

— F. sarcasme, fr. L. sarcasmos, fr. Gk.

CTapxa(T(i6s, 'jest, taunt, mockery', fr. uap-

xdct^Eiv, 'to tear flesh like dogs; to bite the lips in

rage; to speak bitterly, sneer', fr. adepS, gen.

CTapx6(;, 'flesh'. See sarco-.

sarcastic, adj. — Gk. aapxaa-ixo?, fr. oap-

xat^etv. See prec. word and adj. suflf. -ic.

Derivatives; sarcastic-ness, n., sarcastic-al, adj.,

sarcastic-al-ly, adv., sarcastic-al-ness, n.

sarcenet, sarsenet, n., a fine silk material. — Late

ME. sarsenet, fr. AF. sarzinet, dimin. of ME.
sarzin, 'Saracen'. See Saracen.

Sarcina, n., a genus of bacteria (bacteriology). —
ModL., fr. L. sarcina, 'bundle', fr. sarcire (pp.

sartus), 'to patch, mend, repair'. See sartorial,

sarco-, before a vowel sarc-, combining form

meaning 'flesh', as in sarcocarp, sarcology. —
Gk. CTapxo-, oapx-, fr. oap^, gen. aapxoi:,

'flesh', which is perh. cogn. with Avestic

^war^s-, 'to cut'. Cp. anasarca, syssarcosis,

coenosarc, endosarc.

sarcocarp, n., the fleshy part of a fruit. — Com-
pounded of sarco- and Gk. xapiio;, 'fruit'. See

carpel,

sarcode, n., animal protoplasm.—Gk. aapxoiSei;,

'fleshy substance', subst. use of the neut. of

oapxc>>87]i;, 'flcshlike', which is compounded of
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ctkpS,, gen. (rapxA?, 'flesh', and -diSr^ci, 'like'.

See sarco- and -ode, 'like'.

Sarcodina, n. pi., a class of Protozoa (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. rrapxtoSr)!;, 'fleshlike'. See prec.

word.

sarcology, n., the anatomy of the soft parts of the

body. — Compounded of sarco- and -logy.

sarcoma, n., tumor, mahgnant growth. — Med-

ical L., fr. Gk. aapxo)[j.a, 'fleshy substance', fr.

aap$, gen. aap)t6<;, 'flesh'. See sarco- and -oma.

sarcophagus, n., stone cofBn. — L., fr. Gk.

(japxocpaYoi;,-n., 'coffin', fr. CTapxo9dyo(;, adj.,

'eating flesh', fr. oap5, gen. aapxoc, 'flesh', and

(payeTv, 'to eat'. See sarco- and -phagous. In an-

cient Greece coffins were made of a kind of

limestone that consumed the flesh of the body

enclosed. L. sarcophagus was shortened into VL.

*sarcus, whence OF. sarcou (F. cercueil), 'coffin',

OHG. sarc, saruh (MHG. sarc and sarch, G.

Sarg), of s.m., MDu. sarc, sere (Du. zerk),

'tombstone'.

sarcosine, n., a crystalline amino acid (chem.) —
G. Sarkosin, coined by the German chemist.

Baron von Justus Liebig (1803-73) in 1847 fr.

Gk. CTap5, gen. CTap>c65, 'flesh', and suff. -in. See

sarco- and chem. suff. -inc.

sarcous, n., pertaining to flesh or muscle. —
Formed with suff'. -ous fr. Gk. aap^, gen.

aapxoq, 'flesh'. See sarco-.

sard, n., a variety of quartz. — F. sarde, fr. L.

sarda, fr. Gk. adtpSiov, prob. meaning lit. 'Sar-

dian stone', fr. SdcpSsi?, 'Sardis', the capital of

ancient Lydia. Cp. sardine, 'a precious stone',

sardius.

sardine, n., a small fish.— F. , fr. L. sardlna, sarda,

'pilchard', fr. Gk. aapSlvTj (also oapSivo?), of

s.m. ; of uncertain origin. The usual explanation

of Gk. capSlvT], as 'the fish from the island of

SapSci (Sardinia)' is far from convincing. It is

hardly probable that the Greeks would have ob-

tained fish from so far as Sardinia at a time

relatively so early as that of Aristotle, from

whom Athenaios quotes a passage in which the

fish (japSivoi; is mentioned.

sardine, n., a precious stone. — Late L. lapis sar-

dinus, fr. Gk. oapSTvoi; Xiftog, lit. 'Sardian

stone'. See sard.

Sardinian, adj., pertaining to the island of Sar-

dinia. — L. Sardinidnus, fr. Sardinia, fr. Gk.

SapSto. For the ending see suff. -an.

Derivative: Sardinian, n., an inhabitant of Sar-

dinia.

sardius, n., 1) a sard; 2) one of the twelve precious

stones in the breastplate of the Jewish high

priest. — Late L. sardius, short for L. lapis sar-

dius, 'Sardian stone', fr. Gk. capSioi; "kl^oc,.

See sard.

sardonic, adj., bitter, cynical. — F. sardonique,

formed with change of suff. fr. L. Sardonius in

Sardonius risus, loan translation of Gk. Sap-

S6vioi; Y^^<>><;> lit- 'laughter caused by the plant

sardonia', which distorts the face of him that

eats of it. Sardonia is another name for the plant

apium risus (lit. 'apium that causes laughter'),

and lit. means 'plant of Sardinia', fr. Gk.

SapSco, 'Sardinia'. Cp. Sardinian.

Derivatives

:

sardonic-al-ly, adv., sardonic-ism, n.

sardonyx, n., a variety of onyx. — L., fr. Gk.

uapSovu?, which prob. means lit. 'onyx of Sar-

dis', fr. SapSeic, 'Sardis', and ovu5, 'fingernail,

claw, onyx'. See sard and onyx.

sargasso, n., also sargasso weed, a seaweed. —
Port, sargago, fr. sargo, 'grape'.

Sargassum, n., a genus of seaweeds (bot.) —
ModL., fr. Port, sargafo. See prec. word.

sargo, n., a kind of seafish, the sea bream. — Sp.,

fr. L. sargus, fr. Gk. CTapyoi;-

sari, n., principal garment of woman's dress in

India. — Hind, sari, fr. OI. sati.

sark, n., a shirt {Scot, or archaic). — ME. serk,

fr. OE. sere, rel. to ON. serkr; cp. Lith. parkas,

Russ. sorocka. Firm, sarkki, 'shirt'. Cp. bare-

sark, t)erserker.

Sarmatia, n. — L., 'the country of the Sarma-

tians', fr. Sarmatae, 'the Sarmatians', fr. Gk.

Sap[j.rfcTai, a compound from an Asiatic lan-

guage, Ut. meaning 'tribe of the steppe' (fr.

sara, 'steppe, desert', and mat, 'tribe, race'). For

the second element of this compound cp. the

Latin Asiatic tribe names ending in -matae, as

e.g. Aga-matae, Yaxa-matae. See Pavel Joseph

Safafik, Slawische Altertiimer, I 367.

Derivatives: Sarmati-an, adj. and n.

sarment, n. — See sarmentum.

sarmentose, adj., producing prostrate branches

(bot.) — L. sarmentosus, 'full of twigs or

branches', fr. sarmentum. See sarmentum and

adj. suff. -ose.

sarmentous, adj., sarmentose. — See prec. word

and -ous.

sarmentum, also sarment, n., a slender branch,

runner {bot.) — L. sarmentum, 'twigs, brush-

wood', which stands for *sarp-mentum, fr. sar-

pere, 'to cut off, lop, trim', fr. I.-E. base *srep-,

*srp-, 'to seize, rob", whence also Gk. apTty),

'sickle', apTia^eiv, 'to snatch, seize", apTrayv),

'hook, rake'. See harpy and -ment and cp. assart.

sarong, n., the chief garment of Malay men and

women. — Malay sarong.

saros, n., the number 3600; 3600 years. — Gk.

aoLfoq, CTapoq, fr. Akkad. sharu.

Sarothra, n., a genus of plants of the St.-John's

wort family (6o/.)— ModL., fr. Gk. adtpcoTpov,

'broom', fr. ctapouv, 'to sweep clean', fr. aapov,

'broom', which is rel. to aiipstv, 'to sweep,

clean', and prob. also to aiipEw. 'to draw, draw

along'.

Sarpedon, n. , a son of Zeus and Europa {Greek

mythol) — L. Sarpedon, fr. Gk. SapTTYjSciv,

which is of uncertain origin.

sarpler, n., a bale of wool.— ME., fr. OF. sarpil-

liere (F. serpilliere), 'packing cloth', which de-

rives perh. fr. VL. *scirpicularia, 'material made
from a rushlike tissue', fr. L. scirpiculus, 'made

mi

of rushes' (whence the noun scirpiculus, 'a basket

made of rushes'), fr. scirpus, 'rush, bulrush'; see

Scirpus. Cp. OProvenp. sarpeliera, serpetiera,

Catal. sarpillera, Sp. harpillera, arpitlera, 'pack-

ing cloth', which all derive fr. VL. *scirpicularia.

Sarracenia, n., a genus of plants, the pitcher plant

{bot.) — ModL., named after Michel Sar-

rasin de I'Etang (1659-1734), a physician of

Quebec in the 18th century. For the ending see

1st suff. -ia.

Sarraceniaceae, n. pi., the pitcher-plant family

{bot.)— Formed fr. Sarracenia with suff. -aceae.

sarraceniaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

sarrazin, n., buckwheat. — F. (ble) sarrasin, lit.

'Saracen wheat'. See Saracen.

sarsaparilla, n., any of various tropical American

plants of the genus Smilax. — Sp. zarzaparrilla,

a hybrid coined fr. Sp. zarza, 'bramble' (fr.

Arab, shdras, 'a thorny plant'), and parrilla,

dimin. of parra, 'vine', which is of uncertain

origin.

sarsen, n., also sarsen stone, a large boulder of

sandstone. — Prop. Sarsen stone, i.e. Saracen

stone, fr. Saracen, used in the sense of 'pagan,

heathen'.

sarsenet, n. — See sarcenet.

sartorial, adj., pertaining to a tailor. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. ModL. sartorius, 'pertain-

ing to a tailor', fr. L. sartor, 'patcher, tailor', fr.

sartus, pp. of sarcire, 'to patch, mend', which is

prob. cogn. with Hitt. sharmink-, 'to indemnify,

compensate', Gk. spxoi;, 'enclosure, hedge,

fence', orig. 'a hurdle of wickerwork', opjco;,

'oath', lit. 'a limitation, binding, obligation'. Cp.

exorcize, Sarcina.

sartorite, n., a crystalline compound of lead,

arsenic and sulfur (m/nera/.)—Named after Sar-

torius von "Waltershausen. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

sartorius, n., the long leg muscle {anat.) — Med-
ical L. sartorius, short for mOsculus sartorius,

prop, 'the muscle used in crossing the legs to

bring them into the position needed to sit like a

tailor'. See sartorial.

Sarum, n., the ecclesiastical name of Salisbury.

— ML. The name prob. arose from a misunder-

standing of Sar., abbreviation of Sarisburia,

'Salisbury". The change of ML. Sarisburia to E.

Salisbury is due to the dissimilation of the first

/to /.

sash, n., an ornamental scarf or band. — Dis-

similated fr. Arab, shdsh.

sash, n., framework. — Alteration of F. chassis,

'framework', incorrectly pronounced sashes and

mistaken for a plural. See chassis. For similar

back formations cp. pea and words there re-

ferred to.

sashay, intr. v., a term in dancing.— Corruption

of F. chassez, imper. pi. of chasser, 'to chase,

hunt', fr. OF. chacier, fr. VL. *captiare. See

chase, catch.

sasin, n., the Indian antelope. — Nepalese.

saskatoon, n., a small tree, Amelanchier alnifolia.

— Aphetic for Cree misdskwatomin, which is

compounded of misdskwat, name of the tree,

and min, 'berry'.

sassaby, n., a large S. African antelope. —
Sechuana tsessebe.

sassafras, n., a small laurel-like tree of N. Ameri-

ca. — Sp. sasafras, fr. saxafrax, fr. saxifraga,

fr. L. saxifraga. See saxifrage.

Sassenach, n., a Saxon; an Englishman. — Ir. sa-

sanach, 'Saxon'. See Saxon.

sassolite, n. , native boric acid {mineral.)—Named
after Sasso in Italy. For the ending see com-
bining form -lite.

sassy, n., a W. African tree. — W. African; said

to derive from E. saucy.

sat, past tense and pp. oi sit. — ME. sat, fr. OE.
sxt, resp. ME. seten, fr. OE. geseten. See sit.

satable, adj., capable of being sated. — Formed
fr. sate with suff. -able.

Satan, n. — Heb. sdtdn, 'adversary', fr. satdn, 'he

acted as an adversary of, showed enmity to ; he

charged, accused', which is rel. to Aram, s^tan,

of s.m. Aram.-Syr. sdtdnd, Arab, shaytdn, 'ad-

versary, Satan', are loan words from Heb. satdn.

Cp. Gk. Saxav, SaTava;, Late L. Satan, Sa-

tanas, which are transliterations of Heb. sdtdn.

Cp. also Shaitan.

Derivatives: Satan-ism, n., Satan-ist, n.

Satanic, adj. — Late Gk. Saravixd?, fr. Gk.
SdtTotv. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: satanic-al, adj., satanic-al-ly, adv.

Satanology, n., the study of Satan. — Coined fr.

Satan and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xiyoi;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

satara, n., a woolen breadcloth. — Named after

Satara, a town in India.

satchel, n., a small bag. — ME. sachet, fr. OF.

sachel, fr. L. saccellus, dimin. of saccus, 'sack,

bag'. See sack, 'bag', and -el.

Derivative: satchel-ed, adj.

sate, tr. v., to satisfy, surfeit.— Prob. a blend of

obsol. E. sade, fr. OE. sadian, 'to satiate', and

L. sat, satis, 'enough'. See sad and cp. satiate,

satis.

sate, archaic past tense and past participle of sit.

— See sat and sit.

sateen, n., a glossy cotton cloth resembling satin.

— Alteration of satin, on the analogy of velve-

teen; the ending -een is a phonetic variant of

-ine.

satellite, n., 1) a follower or attendant of a

superior; 2) a body that revolves round a planet.

— MF. (= F.), fr. L. satellitem, ace. oT satelles,

'an attendant', which is of Etruscan origin. The
word satellite was introduced into science by the

German astronomerJohannKepler(l 571-1630).

Derivative: satellit-ic, adj.

satelloid, adj., resembling a satellite. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. safeties and Gk. -oeiSr)?, 'like', fr.



1386 1387 savage

eISo;, 'form, shape'. See prec. word and -oid.

sati, n. — A var. of suttee.

satiable, adj. — See satiate, v., and -able.

Derivatives: satiabil-ity, n., satlable-ness, n.,

satiabl-y, adv.

satiate, adj., satiated.— L. satidtus, pp. ofsaliare,

'to fill, satisfy', fr. satis, 'enough'. See satis and

adj. sufiF. -ate and cp. sate, 'to satisfy'.

satiate, tr. v. — L. satidtus, pp. of satidre. See

prec. word.

Derivative: satiat-ion, n.

satiety, n.— MF. (= F.) satiete, fr. L. satietdtem,

ace. of satietds, 'sufficiency, abundance', fr. sa-

tis, 'enough'. See satiate, adj., and -ity.

satin, n. — P., fr. Arab, atlas zaytiini, 'tissue

brought from Zaitun, Arabic name of the Med-

ieval Chinese shipping port Tzu-t'ing (later call-

ed Chuanchow, now Tsinkiang), in the province

Fukien. F. satin was prob. influenced in form by

•It. setino, a word of identical origin, but assim-

ilated to seta, 'silk'. Cp. sateen.

Derivatives: satin, tr. v., to make satiny, salin-

ity, n., satin-ize, tr. v., satin-y, adj.

satinet, satinette, n., a kind of satin. — F., dimin.

of satin. See satin and -et, -ette.

satire, n.— MF. (= F.), fr. L. satura (also satira),

for satura lanx, 'a dish filled with various kinds

of fruits ; mixture, medley ; satire' (first applied

in this last sense to a collection of various poems

by Ennius); not related to satur, 'full of food',

satis, 'enough'.

Derivatives: satiric (q.v.), satir-ist, n., satirize

(q-v.)

satiric, adj. — MF. (= F.) satirique, fr. L. satiri-

cus, fr. satira. See satire and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: satiric-al, adj., satiric-al-ly, adv.,

satiric-al-ness, n.

satirize, tr. v., to attack with satire.— F. satiriser,

fr. satire. See satire and -ize.

Derivative; satiriz-abte, adj.

satis, adv., enough, sufficient.— L., rel. to satur,

'satiated', and cogn. with Goth, saps, 'satiated',

OE. sa^d, 'satisfied'. See sad and cp. words there

referred to.

satisfaction, n. — ME. satisfaccioun, fr. MF. (
=

F.) satisfaction, fr. L. satisfactionem, ace. of sa-

tisfactio, 'a satisfying security, bail', fr. satis-

facius, pp. of satisfacere. See satisfy.

satisfactory, adj. — Late L. satisfactorius, fr. L.

satisfactus, pp. oi satisfacere. See next word and

adj. suff. -ory.

Derivatives: satisfactori-ly, adv., satisfactori-

ness, n.

satisfy, tr. and intr. v. — ME. satisfien, fr. MF.
satisfier (F. satisfaire), fr. L. satisfacere, 'to make

amends, make reparation, satisfy, give satisfac-

tion', orig. written in two separate words satis

facere, fr. satis, 'enough', and facere, 'to make,

do'. See satis and -fy.

Derivatives: satisfi-able, adj., satisfi-ed, adj.,

satisfi-ed-ly, adv., satisfi-ed-ness, n., satisfy-ing,

adj., satisfy-ing-ly, adv., satisfy-ing-ness, n.

satrap, n., 1) governor in a province in ancient

Persia; 2) a despotic ruler. — ME., fr. L. satra-

pes, fr. Gk. E^aTpaTTYji;, c5aTpd7i;Y)<;, fr. OPers.

xsha&rapdvan-, 'ruler of the province', com-

pounded of xsha&ra-, 'province', and a deriva-

tive oipd(,y)-, 'to guard, protect', which is rel. to

Oltk pdti, 'guards, protects'. The first element is

rel. to OPers. xshaya-, 'king', xshaya&iya-,

'power', and cogn. with Gk. XTaO'frai, 'to pos-

sess', fr. I.-E. base *qpe(i)-, *gp"i-, 'to possess,

rule'; see shah and cp. check, 'sudden stop'. For

the second element see food and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivative: satrap-al, adj.

satrapy, n. — F. satrapie, fr. L. satrapia, fr. Gk.

aaTpaTTsia, 'satrapy', fr. aaTpdcTi'/);. See prec.

word and -y (representing Gk. -la).

Satsuma, n., Satsuma ware, a kind of Japanese

pottery. — Named after the province Satsuma

in the island of Kiusiu, Japan.

sattva, n., truth {Hindu phitos.) — OI. sattvdk,

'truth', lit. 'being", rel. to OI. satydfi, 'true,
_

right', and cogn. with Gk. etoc; (for *se-tds),

'true', Goth, sunjis, OE. sod, 'true". See sooth

and cp. suttee.

saturable, adj. — Formed from the verb saturate

with suff. -able.

saturant, adj., saturating. — L. saturdns, gen.

-amis, pres. part, of saturdre. See next word and

-ant.

Derivative: saturant, n.

saturate, tr. v., to soak completely. — L. saturd-

tus, pp. of saturdre, 'to fill, saturate', fr. satur,

'full', which is rel. to satis, 'enough". See satis

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: saturat-ed, adj.

saturate, adj., saturated. — L. saturdtus, pp. of

saturdre. See saturate, v.

saturation, n. — Late L. saturdtio, gen. -onis, 'a

filling, saturating", fr. L. saturdtus, pp. of satu-

rdre. See saturate, v., and -ion.

Saturday, n. — ME. Saterdai, fr. OE. SatserMes)-

dseg, Sseterdieg, coined fr. L. Sdturnidies, 'Satur-

day', lit. 'Saturn's day", through the substitution

of OE. dseg, 'day', for L. dies. Cp. Du. zaterdag,

'Saturday', and see Saturn and day. L. Sdturni

dies is a loan translation of Gk. Kp'->J'-vj T,ji.£p5,

'the day of Cronus'.

Satureia, n., a genus of plants, the savory (6of.)

— L. satureia, 'the savory", a foreign word.

Saturn, n., I) the god of agriculture in Roman
mythology; identified later with the Greek

Kpovo?; 2) name of a planet; 3) (in alchemy)

lead. — L. Sdturnus, a word of Etruscan origin.

The usual derivation of Sdturnus, as 'the god of

sowing', fr. L. serere, pp. satus, 'to sow', is er-

roneous; it is due to folk etymology.

Derivatives: Saturn-al, Saturn-ian, Saturn-ic,

adjs., saturnine (q.v.), saturnism (q.v.)

Saturnalia, n. pi., the yearly festival of Saturn in

Roman religion. — L. Saturnalia, prop, subst.

use of the pi. of Sdturndle, neut. of the adjective

^^^

i>I

Sdturndlis, 'belonging to Saturn', fr. Sdturnus.

See prec. word.

Derivative: Saturnali-an, adj.

saturnine, adj., gloomy. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.)

saturnin, fr. L. Sdturnus (see Saturn), lit. mean-

ing 'under the influence of the planet Saturn'

(according to astrologers, this planet has a

gloomy influence on mortals). For the ending

see adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inits).

Derivative: saturnine-ly, adv.

saturnism, n., chronic lead poisoning. — See

Saturn and -ism.

satyr, n., a woodland deity, part man and part

goat. — ME., fr. L. satyrus, fr. Gk. adcTupo?,

prob. an Illyr. loan word lit. meaning 'sower',

fr. I.-E. *s^tor, whence L. sator, 'sower', fr. base

*se-, 'to sow'. See sow, v., and cp. semen, sea-

son. For the ending of cra-rupoi;, cp. Illyr.

Aet-TTaxupoc, corresponding to L. Dies-piter

(see Jupiter).

satyriasis, n., morbid sexual desire in males. —
Medical L., formed fr. Gk. aaxupoi; (see prec.

word) with suff. -iasis.

satyric, adj. — L. satyricus, fr. Gk. aaTupixo?,

fr. CKXTup. See satyr and adj. suff. -Ic.

Derivative: satyric-al, adj.

sauce, n. — ME., fr. OF. sauce, sause, sausse (F.

sauce), fr. L. salsa (whence also It., Sp. salsa,

'sauce'), fem. of salsus (for *sald-tos), 'salted',

prop. fem. pp. used as a noun, fr. OL. sallere

(for sald-ere), 'to salt', fr. sal, gen. sdlis, 'salt'.

See salt and cp. sal, salse, sausage.

Derivatives: sauc-y, adj., sauc-i-ly, adv., sauc-i-

ness, n.

sauce, tr. v. — ME. saucen, fr. sauce. See sauce,

n.

saucer, n., a small shallow dish. — ME., fr. OF.

saussier, saussiere (F. sauciere), 'a dish for hold-

ing sauces', fr. sauce, sausse. See sauce, n., and

subst. suff. -er.

Derivative: saucer-ful, adj.

saucisse, n., saucisson. — F., fr. OF., fr. VL. sal-

sicia, 'sausage', subst. use of the fem. ofsalsicius.

See sausage and cp. next word.

saucisson, n., a tube of canvas filled with gun-

powder.— F., fr. It. sahiccione, augment, of sal-

siccia, 'sausage'. See prec. word.

sauerkraut, n. ,
pickled cabbage.— G . Sauerkraut,

lit. 'sour cabbage', fr. sauer, 'sour', and Kraut,

'cabbage' ; cp. Alsatian G. surkrut, 'sauerkraut'.

See sour and bryo- and cp. choucroute.

saul, n. — See sal, the tree.

Saul, 1) masc. PN. ; 2) in the Bible, the first king

of Israel. — L. Saul, name of the 1st king of

Israel, fr. Heb. Shd'ul, lit. 'asked for', passive

part, of shd'dl, 'he asked for, he asked, inquired',

whence sh^'etd'', 'request, thing asked for',

mish'dld'', 'request', rel. to Aram, sh^'el, Syr.

she'l, Arab, sd'ala, Ethiop. sa'dla, 'he asked',

Akkad. sha'dlu, 'to ask'.

Saumur, n., a white wine. — Named after Sau-

mur in the department Maine-et-Loire, France.

satma, n., Finnish steam bath.— Finn., lit. 'bath-

room'.

Saunders, n. — A var. of sanders.

saunter, intr. v., to stroll. — Prob. fr. F. s'aven-

turer, 'to hazard oneself, venture, take risks', fr.

se, 'oneself (fr. L. se; see sul), and aventurer, 'to

hazard, venture, risk', fr. aventure, 'venture,

risk', fr. VL. *adventura, 'a happening', fr. L.

adventUrus, 'that which is going to happen'. See

adventure.

Derivatives : 50Mn/e/'-er, n., saunter-ing, adj., and

verbal n., saunter-ing-ly, adv.

saur-, form of sauro- before a vowel.

saurel, n., a fish of the genus Trachurus. — F., fr.

OProvene. saurel, lit. 'a lizardlike fish', fr. Gk.

aaOpo;, 'lizard'. See sauro- and cp. jurel.

Sauria, n., a suborder of reptiles. — ModL., fr.

CTaupoi;, 'lizard'. See sauro-.

Derivatives: sauri-an, adj. and n.

sauro-, before a vowel saur-, combining form

meaning 'lizard'. — Gk. craupo-, oaup-, fr.

aaiipo?, 'lizard', prob. rel. to craOXoi;, 'twisting,

wavering'. Cp. saurel.

sauropod, adj., pertaining to the Sauropoda. —
See next word.

Sauropoda, n. pi., a suborder of dinosaurs {pate-

ontol.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. oaupo;,

'lizard', and ttoui;, gen. 710861;, 'foot'. See sauro-

and -poda.

Saururus, n., a genus of plants, the lizard's tail

[hot)— ModL., lit. 'lizard's tail', fr. sauro- and

Gk. oupa, 'tail' (see uro-, 'tail-') ; so called from

the appearance of its crowded flowers.

-saurus, combining form used to denote genera of

lizards, as in Ichthyosaurus (paleontol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. aaupo;, 'lizard'. See sauro-.

saury, n., a lizardlike fish (Scombresox saurus).

— ModL. saurus, fr. Gk. aaupo?, 'lizard'. See

sauro-.

sausage, n. — ME. sausige, fr. ONF. saussiche,

corresponding to F. saucisse, fr. VL. salsicia,

'sausage', subst. use of salsicius, 'seasoned with

salt', fr. L. salsus, 'salted'. See sauce, n., and cp.

saucisse, saucisson.

saussurite, n., a variety of zoisite (mineral.) —
Named after the Swiss naturalist Horace Bene-

dict de Saussure (1740-99). For the endinfe see

subst. suff. -ite.

saute, adj., fried quickly. — ¥., pp. of sauter, 'to

leap, jump", fr. L. saltdre-. See saltant.

Derivatives: saute, n. and tr. v.

Sauteme, also, not capitalized, sauteme, n., a kind

of sweet, white wine from the district Sauternes

in Gironde, France.

sauve-qui-peut, n., a hasty flight. — F., lit. 'save

(himself) who can'.

savable, adj. — Formed fr. save, v., with suff.

-able.

savage, adj. — From earlier salvage (Spenser), fr.

OF. salvage, sauvage (F. sauvage), 'wild, savage,

untamed', fr. VL. sahdticus, formed with vowel

assimilation fr. L. silvdticus, 'pertaining to the
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woods', fr. silva, 'wood'. See silvan and -age and
cp. siwash.

Derivatives: savage, n. and tr. v., savage-dom,

n., savage-ly, adv., savage-ness, n., savag-ery, n.,

savag-ism, n., savag-ize, tr. v.

savannah, savanna, n., a treeless plain. — Sp. za-

vana (now spelled sabana), fr. Taino zavana.

Cp. F. savane, which is also a Spanish loan word.

savant, n., a learned man. — F., orig. pres. part.

of savoir, 'to know', fr. VL. *sapere, fr. L. sape-

re. See sapient and cp. words there referred to.

For the ending see suff. -ant.

savate, n., boxing with feet or fists. — F., 'old

shoe; boxing with the feet', prob. fr. Basque za-

pata, zapato, 'shoe', whence zapatain, 'shoe-

maker'. Cp. Sp. zapata, zapato, 'shoe', and E.

sabot — See Littr6, Dictionnaire de la langue

fran?aise, p. 1842 s.v. savate.

save, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sauven, saven, fr. OF.
salver, sauver (F. sauver), fr. Late L. salvdre, 'to

save', fr. L. salvus, 'safe'. See safe and cp. sal-

vage, salvation, savoir.

Derivatives: save, n., save, prep, (q.v.), sav-er,

n., sav-ing, adj., n. and prep., sav-ing-ly, adv.

save, prep., except.— ME. save, sauf, fr. OF. sauf,

fem. sauve (F. sauf), prop. adj. in the meaning
'safe' (see safe), used in abl. absolute construc-

tion as in OF. saulve Vhonneur (= F. saufVhon-

neur), 'save (our) honor', fr. L. salvo honore, lit.

'(our) honor being saved'. Cp. salvo.

Derivative: save, adv., conj.

saveloy, n., a kind of highly seasoned sausage. —
Popular alteration of F. cervelas, fr. It. cervel-

lata, fr. cervello, 'brain' ; so called because orig.

made of pig's brains. See cerebrum and cp. cer-

velat.

savin, n., also savine, sabine, a species of juniper.

— ME., fr. OF. savine (F. sabine), fr. L. sablna,

short for Sabina herba, 'the Sabine herb'. See

Sabine.

savior, saviour, n. —• ME. saviour, fr. OF. sal-

veour, sauveour (F. sauveur), fr. Late L. saha-

torem, ace. of salvator, fr. salvdtus, pp. of salvdre

'to save'. See save, v., and agential suff. -or.

savoir-faire, n., tact. — F., lit. 'knowledge how
to do'. F. savoir, 'to know', derives fr. VL. *sa-

pere, which corresponds to L. sap^re, 'to taste,

savor, of; to know'; see sapient. F. faire, 'to

make, do", comes fr. h.facere; see fact.

savoir-vivre, n., good breeding, good manners. —
F., lit. 'knowledge how to live'. For the first ele-

ment see prec. word. F. vivre, 'to live', derives fr.

L. vivere, 'to live'. See vivid.

savor, savour, n. — ME. savor, savour, fr. OF.
savor, savour, fr. L. saporem, ace. ofsapor, 'taste,

flavor', fr. sapere, 'to taste'. See sapient and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: savo(u)r, v. (q.v.), savo{u)r-y, adj.

(q.v.), savo{u)r-Iess, adj.

savor, savour, intr. and tr. v. — ME. savowren, fr.

OF. (= F.) savourer, fr. L. saporare, 'to savor',

fr. sapor. See savor, n.
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Derivatives: savo{u)r-ed, adj., savo{u)r-er, n.

savorous, adj. — ME., fr. MF. saveros, saverous

(F. savoureux), fr. L. sapordsus, 'of good taste

or flavor', fr. sapor. See savor and -ous.

savory, savoury, adj., tasty; fragrant. — ME. sa-

vory, fr. OF. savoure (F. savoure), pp. of sa-

vourer. See savor, v., and adj. suff. -y (represent-

ing OF. -e (F. -^).

Derivatives: sav(o)ri-ly, adv., sav{o)ri-ness, n.

savory, n., an aromatic mint. — ME. savercy, fr.

MF. savoree, fr. OF. savereie, a blend of L. sa-

tureia, 'savory', and MF. savouree, fem. of sa-

voure (F. savoureux) ; 'tasty, savory' ; see savory,

adj. Cp. F. sarriette, 'the plant savory', dimin.

of OF. sarrie, fr. L. satureia. See Satureia.

savoy, n., a kind of cabbage. — Short for Savoy

cabbage, translation of F. chou de Savoie, called

after the French province of this name. See

Savoyard.

Savoyard, n., inhabitant of Savoie. — F., formed
fr. Savoie, former name of a province of the

kingdom of Sardinia, since 1800 part of France.

For the ending see suff. -ard.

savvy, savvey, intr. v., to know (slang). — Cor-

ruption of Sp. sabeinsabe Usted, 'do youknow ?'

fr. saber, 'to know', fr. VL. *sapere, which cor-

responds to L. sapire, 'to taste, discern, know'

;

cp. also Port., OProveng. saber. It. sapere, F. sa-

voir, 'to know', which all derive fr. VL. *sapere.

See sapient and cp. words there referred to.

saw, n., a saying, maxim. — ME. sawe, fr. OE.
sagu, 'a saying, report', rel. to ON. saga, OHG.
saga, MHG,, G. sage, 'saying, report, tale', and
to OE. secgan, 'to say'. See say and cp. saga,

which is a doublet of saw.

saw, past tense of see. — ME. sauh, fr. OE. sseh,

fr. OE. seon (for *sehwan), 'to see'. See see, v.

saw, n., a cutting tool.— ME. sawe, fr. OE. sagu,

sage, rel. to ON. sog, Norw. sag, Swed. sag,

Dan. sav, MDu. saghe, Du. zaag, OHG. saga,

sega, MHG. sege, G. Sage, fr. I.-E. base *seq-,

'to cut', whence also L. secdre, 'to cut', secHris,

'ax, hatchet'. See section and cp. sax, Saxon. Cp.

also seesaw.

Derivatives: saw, tr. and intr. v., saw-ing, n. and

adj., saw-er, n., sawyer (q.v.)

sawder, n., flattery; only used in the phrase soft

sawder (cotloq.) — A var. of solder.

Sawney, n., a Scotsman. — Corruption of Sandy

(q.v.)

sawyer, n. — Formed fr. saw, 'a cutting tool', with

suff. -yer. Cp. boM'yer, lawyer.

sax, n., a single-edged sword or dagger. — ME.
sexe, fr. OE. seax, 'knife, short sword, dagger',

ON. sax, OHG. sahs, of s.m., and cogn. with

L. saxum, 'rock'. OE. seax, etc., orig. meant

'made of stone', and, indeed, knives were orig.

made of stone. See saxatile.

saxatile, adj., living on rocks {hot. and zool.) —
L. saxdtilis, 'living on rocks', fr. saxum, 'rock',

which stands in gradational relationship to se-

cdre, 'to cut', and is cogn. with OE. seax, ON.

tn

sax, OHG. sahs, 'knife, short sword, dagger'.

See section and cp. Saxicola. saxifrage; cp. also

sax, Saxon. For the relationship between L.

saxum and secdre cp. L. rupes, 'rock', which is

rel. to rumpere, 'to break, burst, tear, rend',

(see rupestrian and cp. words there referred to.)

saxhorn, n., a brass wind instrument. — Named
after its inventor, the Belgian musical instru-

ment maker Antoine Joseph, called Adolphe

Sax (1814-94). — See horn and cp. saxophone.

Saxicola, n. pi., a genus of passerine birds {or-

nithol.) — ModL., lit. 'inhabiting rocks', fr. L
saxum, 'rock' and the stem of colere, 'to in-

habit'. See saxatile and colony.

saxicoline, adj., inhabiting rocks. — See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ine.

saxicolous, adj., growing on rocks (bot.) — See

Saxicola and -ous.

Saxifraga, n., a genus of plants, the saxifrage

(hot.) — ModL. See saxifrage.

Saxifragaceae, n. pi., the saxifrage family (bot.)

— ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

saxifragaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

saxifrage, n., any plant of the genus Saxifraga.—
ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. saxifraga (scil.

herba), lit. 'a rock-breaking herb', fem. of saxi-

fragus, 'rock-breaking', compounded of saxum,

gen saxl, 'rock' and the stem of frangere, 'to

break' (see saxatile and fraction) ; so called be-

cause it grows among rocks. Cp. sassafras.

Saxon, n. and adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) Saxon,

fr. Late L. Saxdnem, ace. of Saxd (pi. Saxones),

which is of Teut. origin. Cp. OE. Seaxe, Seaxan,

'Saxons', OHG. SahsQn, 'Saxons' (G. Sachse,

'Saxon'), which prob. derive fr. OE. seax, resp.

OHG. sahs, 'knife, short sword, dagger', and

orig. meant 'those armed with knives'. See sax

and section and cp. Sassenach.

Derivatives: Saxon-ian, n. and adj., Saxon-ic,

Saxon-ic-al, adjs., Saxon-ic-al-ly, adv., Saxon-

ish, adj. and n., Saxon-ism, n., Saxon-ist, n.

saxony, n., woolen yarn produced in Saxony and

cloth made from this. — Late L. Saxdnia, fr.

Saxones, 'the Saxons'. See Saxon.

saxophone, n., a single-reed keyed wind instru-

ment. — Named after its inventor, the Belgian

musical instrument maker Antoine Joseph,

called Adolphe Sax (1814-94). See -phone and

cp. saxhorn.

say, tr. and intr. v., to utter, express in words. —
ME. seggen, seyen, sayen, fr. OE. secgan, 'to

say, tell', rel. to OS. seggian, ON., Norw. segja,

Dan. sige, Swed. saga, OFris. sedsa, MDu.
segghen, Du. zeggen, OHG. sagen, MHG., G.

sagen, 'to say', fr. I.-E. base *seq^-, 'to say',

whence also Toch. saks-, 'to say', Hitt. shakiya-,

'to declare', Gk. evvsTtc (for *ensek*'e), 'tell!,

say!', iSancTOS (for *ask'"etos), 'unspeakable,

unutterable', *e<j7r£aioi; (for "thesk^esios),

'divine', lit. 'divinely uttered' (for the first ele-

ment of this word see theo-), L. inquam (for

*insguam), 'I say', inseque, insece, 'relate!, de-

clare!', Lith. sakyti, 'to say', OSlav. sociti, 'to

vindicate, show', W. hepp, 'he said', Olr. insce,

'speech', Cp. saga, saw, 'a saying'. Cp. also the

second element in Thespesia, Thespian. — Base

*seq"-, 'to say', is orig. identical with base

*seq^-, 'to see', this latter having gradually de-

veloped the meanings 'to show, point out, re-

mark, say'. See see, v., and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: say, n., say-er, n., say-ing, n.

say, n., a fine cloth resembling serge. — ME., fr.

OF. (= F.) sale, fr. L. saga, pi. of sagum, 'a

mantle worn by the ancient Roman soldiers',

the pi. saga having been mistaken in VL. for a

fem. sing. noun. See sagum.

saynete, n., tidbit; a short play. — F., 'playlet,

sketch', fr. Sp. sainete, 'any delicate bit; a one-

act farce', derived fr. sain, 'grease', fr. VL.

*sagimen, fr. L. sagnlndre, 'to fatten', fr. sagina,

'a fattening, feeding; stuffing', which is of un-

certain origin.

sayyid, sayid, said, n., a Moslem title of honor,

applied to the descendants of Husain, Mo-
hammed's grandson. — Arab, sdyyid, 'lord,

chief, prob. lit. 'speaker, spokesman', and rel.

to Heb. sddh, 'confidential talk, council,

counsel', Aram, s wddhd, suwddhd 'friendly,

confidential speech'. Cp. sidi.

sbirro, n., an Italian policeman. — It., fr. Late L.

birrus, 'red', fr. Gk. Ttuppoi; (for *7rup<7f6.;),

'red', lit. 'fire-colored', fr. reOp, 'fire'. See fire

and cp. pyre. For the change of Greek tt to 6 in

Latin—which is prob. due to Etruscan influence

—cp. box, the tree, burro, carbasus.

scab, n.-— ME., of Scand. origin. Cp. Dan. skab,

Swed. skabb, which are rel. to OE. sceabb,

'scab', sceafan, 'to scrape, shave', and cogn.

with L. scabere, 'to scratch, scrape', scabies,

'roughness; itch, mange'. See scabies.

Derivatives: scab, intr. v., scabb-ed, adj., scabb-

ed-ness, n., scabb-y, adj., scabb-i-ly, adv., scabb-

i-ness, n.

scabbard, n., sheath for the blade of a sword,

etc. — ME. scaubert, fr. AF. escaubert, com-

pounded of OHG. scdr, 'blade, sword', and

-berc, 'protection', fr. bergan, 'to protect'. For

the first element see shear and cp. share, 'por-

tion, part', for the second see bury and cp. the

second element in hauberk.

scabble, tr. v., to rough down, dress (timber). —
Fr. earlier scapple, fr. ME. scaplen, fr. OF. es-

chapler, 'to cut, rough down, dress (timber)', fr.

es-, fr. L. ex (see 1st ex-) and chapler, 'to cut', fr.

Late L. capuldre, 'to cut off, cleave, split', fr.

I.-E. base *(s)qSp-, 'to cut', whence also L. capo,

gen. -dnis, 'capon'. See capon and cp. scapho-,

scapular, scopelism.

Derivatives: scabbl-er, n., scabbl-ing, n.

scabies, n., the itch (merf.) — L. scabies, 'rough-

ness, scurf, itch, mange', from scabere, 'to
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scratch, scrape', which is cogn. with Goth, sea-

ban, OE. sceafan, 'to scrape, shave', fr. I.-E.

base *skab-, 'to work with a stone scraper, to

scrape, scratch', whence also OSlav. skobli,

'scraper', Lith. skabiis, 'sharp', skabii, skabeli,

'to cut', skobti, 'to hollow out', Lett, skabrs,

'splintery, sharp', skdbs, 'sour'. See shape and

cp. shave. Cp. also scab, scobs, skep.

Scabiosa, n., a genus of plants of the teasel family

(bot.) — ModL. See scabious, n.

scabious, adj., scabby. — L. scabiosus, 'rough,

scurfy, scabby', fr. scabies. See scabies and -ous.

scabious, n., any of the plants of the Scabiosa. —
Fr. ML. scabiosa (scil. herba), lit. '(plant) for

the itch", fern, of L. scabiosus (see scabious, adj.)

;

so called in allusion to its alleged healing

properties.

scabrous, adj., scabby, scurfy. —: L. scabrosus,

'rough, scabrous', fr. scaber, fem. seabra, neut.

scabrum, 'rough', fr. scabere, 'to scratch,

scrape'. See scabies and -ous.

Derivatives: scabrous-ly, adv., scabrous-ness, n.

scad, n., 1) the saurel; 2) the horse mackerel. —
Prob. a var. of shad.

scaffold, n. — ME., fr. OF. eschafaud (F. echa-

faud), enlarged with pref. es- (F. e-) fr. OF.
(= F.) chafaud, 'scaffold', which derives fr. VL.
catafalicum ; see catafalque. The addition of the

pref. es- is due to the analogy of OF. eschace,

'wooden leg; stilt' (whence F. echasse, 'stilt').

Derivatives: scaffold, tr. v., scaffold-age, n.,

scaffold-er, n., scaffold-ing, n.

scaglia, n., Italian reddish limestone. — It.,

'scale, shell, chip, fragment, thin piece of

marble', fr. WTeut. *skalja (whence also F.,

ecaille, 'scale offish, oyster shell, tortoise shell")

which corresponds to Goth, skalja, 'tile', OHG.
scala, 'shell, scale of fish'. See scale of fish.

scagliola, n., ornamental plaster work. — It.

scagUuola, dimin. of scaglia. See prec. word.

scalable, adj. — Formed fr. scale, v., with suflf.

-able.

scalar, adj., resembling a ladder. — L. scdldris,

'of, or belonging to, a ladder', fr. scdla. See

scale, 'measure", and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivative: scalar, n.

scalariform, n., having the shape of a ladder. —
Compounded of L. scdldris, 'pertaining to a

scale', and forma, 'form, shape". See prec. word

and form, n.

scalawag, scallawag, n., undersized cattle. —
Prob. a corruption of Scalloway in Shetland; so

called in allusion to the Shetland ponies.

scald, tr. v., to burn or injure with hot liquid. —
ME. scalden, fr. ONF. escalder, corresp. to OF.
eschalder (F. echauder), 'to scald', fr. Late L.

excalddre, fr. 1st ex- and calidus, catdus, 'warm'.

See caldron and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also scaldino.

scald, n., a scabby spot. — A later spelling of

scalled, pp. of scall.

scald, n., a Scandinavian poet. — See skald.

Derivative: scald-ic, adj.

scaldino, n., a small earthenware brazier. — It.,

fr. scaldare, 'to make warm', fr. Late L. excal-

ddre. See scald, 'to injure with hot liquid'.

scale, n., a weighing instrument. — ME. scale, fr.

ON. skal, 'shell, dish, scale of a balance'

(whence Dan. and Swed. skal, 'scale of a bal-

ance', Dan. skaal, Swed. skal, 'drinking cup,

bowl'), which is rel. to OE. scalu, OS. skdla,

OHG. scdla, MHG. schdle, G. Schale, 'drinking

cup, bowl; shell, scale of a balance', MLG.
schale, MDu. scale, Du. school, 'drinking cup,

bowl, scale of a balance'; fr. Teut. *skel6-,

which—according to Paulus Diaconus—orig.

denoted 'a drinking cup made from a skull';

fr. I.-E. base *(s)qel-, 'to cut, cleave, split' (so

called in allusion to the skull as separated from
the other bones of the head). See Kluge-Mitzka,

EWDS., p. 633 s.v. Schale. See shelf, 'slab of

wood', and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

scale of fish and skull. Cp. also scall, scallop,

scalp, school of fishes, shale, shell, shellac, shield,

shoal, 'crowd', skill. Cp. also Scylla.

Derivatives: scale, tr. v., to weigh in scales;

intr. v., to be weighed.

scale, n., membraneous outgrowth of the skin of

fish, etc. — ME. scale, fr. OF. escale, 'cup,

scale, shell pod, husk' (whence F. ecale, 'shell,

hull, husk'), fr. Prankish skala, which is rel. to

OHG. scala, MHG. schal, G. Schale, OE. scea-

lu, 'shell, husk', Goth, skalja, 'tile', orig, 'any-

thing scalelike, shingles', and cogn. with OSlav.

skolika, 'mussel, shell', Russ. skala, 'rind,

bark'; fr. I.-E. base *{s)qel-, 'to cut, cleave,

split'. See scale, 'weighing instrument', and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also scaglia.

Derivatives: scale, tr. v., to clear of scales,

scale-less, adj., scal-er, n., scal-ing, n., scal-y,

adj., scal-i-ness, n.

scale, n., measure. — ME., 'ladder, staircase', fr.

L. scdlae (pi.) (either directly or through the

medium of It. scala), 'ladder, staircase', fr.

*scand-sld, a derivative of scandere, 'to climb'.

See scan and cp. escalade, escalator.

Derivatives: scale, tr. v., to climb up by a ladder,

scal-er, n., scal-ing, n.

scalene, adj., having unequal sides (geom.) —
Late L. scalenus, fr. Gk. axaXTjvo;, 'limping,

halting, uneven', which is rel. to <Jv.iXoc„ 'leg'

(lit. 'bending'), cncoXio?, 'crooked, bent', crxto-

>,T,5, 'worm', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qel-, 'crooked,

curved, bent, perverted'. See colon, 'punctuation

mark', and cp. scelerat, scolex, scolion, scoliosis

and the second element in isoceles, triskelion.

Derivatives: scalene, n., scalen-ous, adj.

scalenus, n., name of each of the muscles situated

on either sideofthe neck (armt.)— Medical L., fr

Gk. oxaXiQvoi;, 'uneven ; triangle having unequal

sides'; see prec. word. — In its anatomical

sense the word scalenus was first used by the

French anatomist Jean Riolan (Secundus)

(1577-1657), who gave this name to the whole of
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these muscles, because they have the shape of a

scalene triangle. See Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatolo-

gia Anatomica, pp. 462-463.

scall, n., scurf, esp. of the scalp. — ME., fr. ON.
skalli, 'a bald head', whence also Swed. skallig,

'bald' ; rel. to scale of balance and scale of fish.

Cp. scald, 'scabby'.

scallion, n., shallot.— ME. scalyon, fr. ONF. es-

calogne, fr. L. Ascaldnia {caepa), '(onion) of As-

calon'. See shallot.

scallop, n., a bivalve moUusk (genus Pecren).

—

ME. scalop, fr. OF. escalope, 'shell', rel. to

escale, 'cup, scale of fish, shell, husk'. See scale

of fish and cp. scaglia, escalop.

Derivatives: scallop, tr. v., scallop-er, n.,

scallop-ing, n. and adj.

scalp, n., the skin of the top of the head, usually

covered with its hair. — ME., of Scand. origin.

Cp. ON. skdlpr, 'sheath', dial. Dan. skalp,

'shell', and MDu. schelpe, Du. schelp, of s.m.

;

rel. to scale, 'weighing instrument', scale offish.

Derivatives: scalp, tr. v., scalp-er, n., scalp-ing,

adj., scalp-less, n.

scalpel, n., a small surgical knife.— L. scalpellum,

dimin. of scalprum, 'knife, chisel', fr. scalpere,

'to cut, carve, scrape', which is rel. to sculpere,

'to carve'. See shelf, 'horizontal slab', and cp.

words there referred to.

scalper, n., a surgical instrument. — L. scalprum,

'knife'. See prec. word and cp. scauper.

scamillus, n. (arckit.) — L., 'little bench', dimin.

of scamnum, 'bench'. See shamble, n.

scammony, n., a gum resin. — ME. scamonie, fr.

L. scammonia or scammonium, fr. Gk. CTxa(j.-

jicdvia or <ixa[i|jL(iviov.

scamp, n., rogue, rascal. — Prob. back formation

fr. scamper.

Derivatives : scamp-ish, scamp-y, adjs.

scamp, tr. v., to do (something) in a hasty, care-

less way. — Prob. a blend of scant and skimp.

scamper, intr. v., to run quickly. — Prob. fr.

obsol. Du. schampen, 'to run away, flee", fr.

ONF. escamper, corresponding to OF. escham-

per, 'to run away, flee', lit. 'to leave the field',

fr. VL. *excampdre, fr. 1st ex- and L. campus,

'field'. See camp and cp. scamp, 'rogue'. For

sense development cp. decamp. The suff. -er in

scamper is frequentative.

Derivatives: scamper, n., scamper-er, n.

scan, tr. v., 1) to analyze (verse) as to its metrical

structure; 2) to examine carefully; intr. v., to

verse. — L. scandere, 'to climb, mount, scan'

(whence ascerulere, 'to climb up, mount', de-

scendere, 'to come down, descend'), fr. I.-E.

base *skand-, 'to spring, leap', whence also OI.

jJta/t<ijri, 'hastens, leaps, jumps', Gk. oitavSaXov

(whence L. scandalum), 'stumbling block

offense', MIr. sescaind, 'he sprang, jumped',

scendim, 'I spring, jump', sceinm, 'a bound,

jump', W. cy-chwynnu, 'to jump up, start up'.

The omission of the -d in E. scan (for scan-d) is

prob. due to its having been confused with the

suff. -ed. For a similar omission of the final -d

cp. lawn, 'stretch of grass'. Cp. ascend, condes-

cend, descend, descent, escalade, escalator, scale,

'measure', scandal, scandent, scansion, scant-

ling, slander, transcend.

Derivatives : scann-ai/e, adj., scann-er, a., scann-

ing-ly, adv.

scandal, n. — F. scandale, fr. Late L. scandalum,

'cause of offense or stumbling', fr. Gk. dxavSa-

Xov, 'stumbling block offense'. See scan and cp.

slander, which is a doublet of scandal. Cp. also

esclandre.

Derivatives: scandal, tr.v., scandalize (q.v.),

scandalous (q.v.)

scandalize, tr. v. — F. scandaliser, fr. Late L.

scandalizdre, fr. Gk. uxavSaXit^eiv, 'to cause

offense to', fr. azavSaXov. See scandal and -ize.

Derivatives: scandaliz-ation, n., scandaliz-er, n.

scandalous, adj. — F. scandaleux (fem. scanda-

leuse), fr. scandal. See scandal and -ous.

Derivatives: scandalous-ly, adv., scandalous-

ness, n.

scandaroon, n., a carrier pigeon. — Fr. Scander-

oon or Iskanderun, a town in Syria named after

Alexander the Great. Accordingly, the original

meaning of scandaroon was 'a pigeon from

Scanderoon or Iskanderun. (A regular pigeon-

post service was established between this town

and Aleppo in Syria).

scandent, adj., climbing (said esp. of a plant). —
L. scandens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of scandere,

'to climb'. See scan and -ent.

scandia, n., the oxide of scandium, SCjOj (chem.)

— ModL., coined by its discoverer, the Swedish

physicist Lara Fredrik Nilson (1840-99) in 1879

fr. ML. Scandia, 'Scandinavia' (fr. L. Scandia,

name of an island in Northern Europe). See

Scandian, Scandinavia and cp. scandium.

Derivative: scandic, adj.

Scandian, adj. and n., Scandinavian. — Formed

with suff. -an fr. L. Scandia, a collateral form of

Scandindvia. See next word.

Scandinavia, n. — L. Sca(n)dindvia, name of an

island in Northern Europe (prob. Zealand or

Schonen), in ML. 'Scandinavia', from a Teut.

form of ON. Skdney, name of a district in

Southern Sweden, a compound word whose

second element is identical with ON. ey, 'island'.

Cp. OE. eg, ig, leg, 'island", the ending -ey in

Jersey and in other names of islands, OHG.
auwia, ouwa, 'island, damp meadow", and the

first element in G. Ei-land, 'island", and see is-

land. Cp. Scandian, scandium.

Derivatives: Scaruiinavi-an, adj. and n.

scandium, n., name of a metallic element belong-

ing to the rare earth group (chem.) — ModL.,

coined by its discoverer Nilson in 1879. See

scandia. Both scandia and scandium were dis-

covered by Nilson in the same year, but the

discovery of the former preceded that of the

latter (see J. N. Friend, Man and the Chemical

Elements, London. 1951, p. 172).
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Scandix, n., a genus of plants, the Venus' comb
{hot.)— ModL., fr. L. scandix, 'chervil', fr. Gk.

scansion, n., act or mode of scanning. — L. scdn-

sio, gen. -onis, 'a climbing; scanning', fr. scdns-

(,um), pp. stem of scandere, 'to climb'. See scan

and -ion.

Derivative: scansion-ist, n.

scansorial, adj., adapted for climbing (said of

birds). — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. scan-

sorius, fr. scdns-(um), pp. stem of scandere, 'to

climb'. See sCan.

scant, adj. — Late ME., fr. ON. skammt, skamt,

neut. of skammr, 'short', which is rel. to ON.
skemma, OHG. skemmen, 'to shorten'; cp.

scamp, 'to do in a hasty way', skimp. For a

similar use of the ON. neut. suff. -t cp. want.

Derivatives: scant, tr. v., scant-ly, adj., scant-

ness, n., scant-i-ly, adv., scant-i-ness, n.

scantling, n., 1) a small quantity; 2) a small

timber; 3) small timbers collectively.— Corrup-

tion of OF. escantillon (F. echantillori), 'sample,

pattern', fr. earlier eschandillon, a dimin. whose

primitive form occurs in OProven?. escandil,

'measure of capacity', fr. L. scandere, 'to climb',

used in the sense 'to measure the scale ofsome-

thing*. Cp. ML. scandilia, 'rungs of a ladder',

scandalium, 'measure of capacity', and see scan.

See Bloch-Wartburg, DELF., p. 200 s.v.

ichantillon.

scape, n., shaft, stem. — L. scapus, 'stalk, shaft',

which is cogn. with Gk. nv.ajioc,, 'staff', uk^tt-

xpov, 'staff, scepter', uxYjTtxEiv, 'to prop, sup-

port'. See shaft, 'stem, stock', and cp. words

there referred to.

scape, n., scenery. — Back formation fr. land-

scape (as if it were a compound of land and

scape) ; used to form new compounds ; seascape,

cloudscape, etc.

scape, n., an escape; tr. and intr. v., to escape. —
Aphetic form of escape.

scapegoat, n. — For escape goat (see prec. word),

hence lit. meaning 'a goat allowed to escape

(into the wilderness)", coined by Tyndale to

render Heb. 'dzazel in Lev. 16:8, 10 and 26.

This rendering is traceable to Luther (der ledige

Bock), Sebastian Munster Reaper abilurus),

Jerome (caper emissarius), Symmachus [Tpayo;

dcTtcp/ifiEvo? (16:8), resp. Tpdyo? i.tfit\i.zMoc,

(16:10)], and is based on a false derivation of

Heb. 'azdzel from 'ez-6zel, 'a departing goat'.

See scape, 'escape'.

scapegrace, n. — For escape grace, used in the

sense of 'one who has escaped grace'.

scapho-, before a vowel scaph-, combining form

meaning 'boat-shaped', as in scaphocephalic. —
Gk. CTxa<po-, iTxa9-, fr. uxacpr), 'boat', prob.

meaning lit. 'dug out', and derived from the

stem of crxiiTrTeiv, 'to dig out'. See capon and

cp. scyphus and the second element in bathy-

scaphe.

scaphocephalic, scaphocephalous, adj., having a
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boat-shaped head (anat.) — See scapho- and
cephalic, resp. -cephalous.

scaphoid, adj., boat-shaped (said of bones). —
Compounded of scaph- and Gk. -oeiSyji;, 'like',

fr. elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

Derivative: scaphoid, n.

scapula, n., shoulder blade (anat. and zool.) —
Late L., 'shoulder blade, shoulder', sing, of L.

scapulae, 'shoulder blades, shoulders', which is

of uncertain origin. It possibly meant orig.

'shovel', and is cogn. with Gk. (JK(£q:siv, 'to dig

out' ; see scapho-. The change of meaning from

'shovel' to 'shoulder blades, shoulders', may be

due either to the resemblance of these bones to

shovels or to the use made of them by primitive

man for digging and shoveling. See Walde-

Hofmann. LEW., II, pp. 489-90 s.v. scapulae,

and Emout-Meillet, DELL., p. 600 s.v. scapulae.

scapular, adj., pertaining to the shoulder blade or

shoulder. — Late L. scapuldris, fr. scapula. See

prec. word and adj. suflf. -ar.

Derivative: scapular, n.

scapular, scapulary, n., a short cloak worn by

monks (Eccles.) — ME. scapulare, fr. ML. sca-

puldre, lit. 'anything worn over the shoulders',

fr. L. scapulae, 'shoulders'. See scapula and -ar,

resp. -ary.

scapulo-, combining form denoting the shoulder

blade. — L. scapulo-, fr. scapulae, 'shoulder

blades, shoulders'. See scapula.

scapus, n., 1) the shaft of a feather; 2) the basic

foot of a polyp (zool.) — L. 'shaft, stem'. See

scape, 'shaft'.

scar, n., mark left upon the skin after the healing

of a wound. — ME. escare, scar, fr. OF. escare

(F. escarre, eschare), fr. Late L. eschara, fr. Gk.
4cr;(dpa, 'hearth, brazier, scar', esp. 'scar caused

by burning', which is of uncertain etymology

;

influenced in form by obsol. E. scar, 'cleft'. Cp.

eschar.

Derivatives: scar, tr. and intr. v., scarr-ed, adj.",

scarr-ing, n., scarr-y, adj.

scar, n., rock. — ME., fr. ON. sker, 'reef, cliff'.

See skerry and cp. scaur.

scarab, n., a beetle, esp. the black dung beetle

held sacred by the ancient Egyptians. —• F.

scarabee, fr. L. scarabaeus, fr. Gk. xapapoi:,

'homed beetle; crayfish', a word of foreign

(prob. Maced.) origin, as proved by the non-

Greek suff. -bos (the Greek equivalent would

have been -90?, fr. I.-E. *bho-). See Carabidae

and cp. caravel, caracole, Caridea.

scarabaeid, n., any beetle belonging to the family

Scarabaeidae — See next word.

Scarabaeidae, n. pi., a family of beetles (entomol.)

— ModL., fr. L. scarabaeus. See scarab and

-idae.

scarabaeoid, adj., resembling a scarab. — A hy-

brid coined fr. L. scarabaeus, 'scarab', and Gk.

suff. -osiSt);, 'like', fr. elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See

scarab and -oid.

Scaramouch, n., 1) a stock character in the old

Italian comedy; 2) (not cap.) a boastful pol-

troon.— F. Scaramouche, fr. It. Scaramuccia, a

stock character in Italian farces, lit. 'the skir-

misher'. See skirmish, n.

scarce, adj. — ME. scars, fr. ONF. escars, cor-

responding to OF. eschars, F. ichars, 'scanty,

scarce', fr. VL. *escarpsus, for L. excerptus,

'picked out, selected, rare', pp. oi excerpere, 'to

pick out, select'. See excerpt.

Derivatives: scarce-ly, adv., scarce-ness, n.

scarcement, n., an offset in the wall (architec-

ture). — Prob. formed from the obsol. verb

scarce, 'to make less', fr. scarce, adj. See scarce

and -ment.

scarcity, n. — ME. scarsete, fr. ONF. escarcete,

fr. escars. See scarce and -ity.

scare, tr. v., to frighten. — ME. skerren, 'to

frighten', fr. ON. skirra, which is rel. to ON.
skjarr, 'timid'; of uncertain origin. Cp. the

second element in harum-scarum.

Derivative: scar-ed, adj., scar-er, n.

scare, n., fright. — ME. skerre, fr. skerren, 'to

frighten'. See scare, v.

Derivatives : scare-ful, scar-y, adjs.

scarf, n., band of silk or other material. — ONF.
escarpe (F. echarpe), fr. OF. escherpe, 'pilgrim's

scrip', fr. Late L. scirpa, fr. L. scirpea, 'basket

made of rushes', fem. of scirpeus, 'made of

rushes', fr. scirpus, 'rush'. See Scirpus and cp.

sarpler and scrip, 'bag'. G. Schdrpe, 'scarf, is

borrowed fr. F. echarpe.

scarf, n., scarf joint. — ME. skarf, of Scand. ori-

gin. Cp. ON. skarfr, Swed. skarf, Norw. skarv,

'piece added to a board or garment', which are

rel. to OE. scearfian, 'to scrape', sceorfan, 'to

gnaw, bite', fr. I.-E. base *sqer(e)p-, whence
also OSlav. crepii, 'crock, fragment, potsherd',

Lett, skirpta, 'crack, fissure'. I.-E. *sqer(e)p- is

a -^-enlargement of base *sqer-, 'to cut'. See

carnal and cp. carpel and words there referred

to.

scarification, n. — See scarify and -ation.

scarificator, n. — See scarify and -ator.

scarify, tr. v., to make a number of superficial

punctures in the skin (surg.) — MF. (= F.)

scarifier, fr. L. scarificdre, a collateral form of

scarifdre, 'to scratch open', fr. Gk. axapicpaCTi^at,

fr. CTxapiyo:;, 'a stile for drawing outlines, a

sketch", which is cogn. with L. scribere, 'to

write". See scribe. For the ending oi scarify see

-fy. The Latin form scarificdre shows the influ-

ence of sacrificdre, 'to sacrify'. For the ending

of scarify see suff. -fy.

Derivative: scarifi-er, n.

scarious, adj., dry, shriveled. — F. scarieux

(fem. scarieuse), fr. ML. scaridsus, fr. L. scaria,

'a thorny shrub'. For the ending see suff. -ous.

scarlatina, n., scarlet fever (med.) — Medical L.,

Latinized fr. scarlet by the English physician

Thomas Sydenham (1624-89).

scarlet, n. — ME. scarlat, scarlet, fr. OF. escar-

late (F. ^carlate); fr. ML. scarlatum (whence

also It. scarlatto); from Pers. sdqirldt, itself

borrowed fr. Arab, siqillat, 'tissue adorned with

seals', which is a loan word fr. L. sigilldtus, 'seal-

ed', pp. of sigilldre, 'to seal", fr. sigillum (for

*signolom), 'seal', dimin. of signum, 'sign'. See

sign and cp. suclat, ciclatoun.

Derivatives: scarlet, adj., scarlet-y, adj.

scaroid, adj., pertaining to the Scaridae; n., a

scaroid fish. — See Scarus and -oid.

scarp, n., a steep slope; an escarpment. — It.

Scarpa, whence also OF. escarpe. See escarp, n.,

and cp. counterscarp.

scarp, tr. v., to cut in a steep slope. — Fr. prec.

word. Cp. escarp, v.

Scarus, n., the genus of parrot fishes (ichthyol.)

— L. scarus, name of a fish fr. Gk. dxdpo?, 'the

parrot fish', lit. 'the leaping one" ; rel. to <T>caU

pELV, 'to leap, skip, bound', axipxav (freq. of

(jjtaipew), 'to leap, bound', dcrx.api;, 'worm in

the intestines', 0xapti^£tv, Att. aaxaptJ^stv, 'to

jump", fr. I.-E. base *sqer-, 'to leap, jump,

bound', whence also Lith. sker^s, 'locust", lit.

'the leaping one' (cp. F. sauterelte, 'locust", fr.

sauter, 'to leap, jump'), OSlav. skorH, 'quick',

skoro, 'quickly, soon', OE. secge-scere, 'locust',

OHG. scerdn, 'to be frolicsome', MLG. scheren,

'to run away quickly', G. sich scheren, 'to go

away'. Cp. scherzo. Cp. also Ascaridae and the

first element in Scirtopoda. Cp. also cardinal,

adj., and words there referred to.

scat, n., tax, tribute. — ON. skattr, rel. to OE.
sceatt, 'property, money, tribute", OS. scat,

'piece of money, money, possession", Dan. skat,

Swed. skatt, 'treasure", MDu. scat, Du. schat,

'treasure", OHG. skaz, 'piece of money, money',

G. Schatz, 'treasure', Goth, skatts, 'piece of

money, money", fr. Teut. *skatta, which orig.

meant 'cattle" (cp. OSlav. i/co/«, 'cattle", which is

a Teut. loan word). Teut. *skatta ult. derives

fr. I.-E. base *sq"t-, 'to gush, spring, bubble,

yield, result", whence also Lith. skastu, skasti,

'to leap, jump", archaic L. scatere, L. scatere, 'to

gush, spring, bubble", Gk. crxaxaiiissiv (in

Hesychius), 'to leap, jump". For sense develop-

ment cp. result, fr. F. resuller, fr. L. resultdre,

'to spring back". See Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p.

638 s.v. Schatz. Cp. scatula, scaturient.

scat, n., a blow, sound of explosion. — Of imita-

tive origin.

scathe, n., injury, damage (archaic or dial.) —
ME. skathe, fr. ON. skadi, rel. to Dan. skade,

Swed. skada, OE. sceadu, OFris. skatha, OS.
skatho, MDu. scade, Du. schade, OHG. scado,

MHG. schade, G. Schade(n), Goth, skapis,

'injury, damage". The only cognate outside

Teut. is Gk. a.-ay.r,^-'qc„ 'unharmed, unscathed".

Cp. next word.

Derivatives; scathe-ful, adj., scathe-less, adj.

scathe, tr. v., to injure, damage (archaic or dial.)

— ME. skathen, fr. ON. skada, which is rel. to

OE. sceadian, OS. skathon, OFris. skethia, MDu.
scaden, Du. schaden, OHG. skaddn, skaden.
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MHG., G. schaden, Goth, skapjan, 'to injure,

damage', and to ON. skadi, 'injury, damage'.

See scathe, n.

Derivatives: scath-ing, adj., scath-ing-ly, adv.

scatology, n., the study of fossilized excrement;

obscene literature. — Compounded of Gk.

cjzcop, gen. aJcaToi;, 'dung', and -Xoyia, fr.

-Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. The first

element is rel. to ctxcopiS, 'dross of metal, slag';

see scoria and cp. skatol. For the second ele-

ment see -logy.

Derivatives : scatolog-ic, scatolog-ic-al, adjs.

scatophagous, adj., dung-eating (said of certain

insects). — See prec. word and -phagous.

scatter, tr. and intr. v.— ME. scateren, schateren.

See shatter.

Derivatives: scatter, n., scatter-ed, adj., scatter-

ed-ly, adv., scatter-ed-ness, n., scatter-er, n.,

scatter-ing, n. and adj., scatter-ing-ly, adv.,

scatter-y, adj.

scatula, n., box used to dispense medicine

{pharm.) — ML., lit. 'box', esp. 'money box',

of Teut. origin. Cp. Goth, skatts, 'piece of

money, money', OE. sceatt, 'property, money,

tribute', and see scat, 'tax, tribute'.

scaturient, adj., gushing forth. — L. scaturiens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of scaturire, 'to stream,

gush forth', fr. scatere, 'to gush, spring'. See

scat, 'tax, tribute', and -ent and cp. prec. word.

scauper, n., a kind of engraving tool. — A var.

of scalper.

scaur, n., reef, cliff. — A var. of scar.

scavage, n., a toll formerly levied on foreign

merchants on goods offered for sale {Old Engl,

law) — ME. skawage, fr. AF. scawage, fr. dial.

OF. escauwage, 'inspection', fr. escauwer, 'to

inspect', which is of Teut. origin; cp. OHG.
scouwon, OE. sceawian, 'to look at', and see

show and -age. Cp. scavenger.

Derivatives: scavage, tr. and intr. v., scavag-er,

n., scavag-ery, n.

scavenge, tr. v., to clean (streets, alleys, etc.)

from filth; intr. v., to act as a street cleans. —
Back formation fr. scavenger.

Derivative: scavenge, n.

scavenger, n., one who cleans the streets.— Form-

ed with intrusive n fr. ME. scavager, hence

etymologically identical with scavager (see scav-

age and agential suff. -er). Originally the scav-

enger was an officer who had to supervise

street cleaning. For the intrusive n cp. messen-

ger, passenger, porringer.

Derivatives: scavenger, intr. v., scavenger-y, n.

scavenger's daughter, an instrument of torture. —
Corrupted fr. Skevington's daughter; so called

from its inventor Leonard Skevington, a lieu-

tenant of the Tower under Henry VIII.

scazon, n., 1) a choliambic verse; 2) an iambic

verse ending with a spondee (prosody). — L., fr.

Gk. axdt^ciiv, prop, 'limping (verse)', pres. part,

of oxalieiv (for *sqtig^eiri), 'to limp', which is

cogn. with OI. khdnjati, 'limps', ON. hinka, 'to

limp', OHG. hinkan, MHG., G. hinken, 'to

limp'. Cp. shank.

scelerat, n., a villain {archaic). — F. scelerat, fr.

L. scelerdtus, pp. oi scelerdre, 'to pollute, defile,

desecrate', fr. scelus, gen. sceleris, 'evil deed,

crime, sin', fr. I.-E. base *{s)qel-, 'to bend,

curve; crooked, bent, curved, perverted'. See

colon, 'pimctuation mark', and cp. words there

referred to.

scenario, n., outline of the plot of a play. — It.,

fr. Late L. scendrius, 'of stage scenes', fr. L.

scaena, scena. See scene.

Derivative; scenar-ist, n.

scene, n. — MF. scene (F. scene), fr. L. scaena,

scena, 'stage, scene', fr. Gk. axr^vrj, 'tent, booth,

stage', which is rel. to ctkiS, 'shade', fr. I.-E.

base *skd{i), *sk^i-, *sh-, 'to shine, flicker,

glimmer', whence also OI. chdyd, 'brilliance,

luster; shadow', Toch. B. skiyo. Alb. he, 'shad-

ow', Goth, skeinan, OE. scinan, 'to shine'. See

shine and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

proscenium, mise-en-scene.

scenery, n. — Fr. earlier scenary, fr. L. scendrius,

'pertaining to the stage', fr. scaena, scena. See

scene and -ery and cp. scenario.

scenic, adj. — F. scenique, fr. L. scaenicus, sceni-

cus, fr. Gk. CTXTjvtxo!;, fr. axYjvrj. See scene and

-ic.

Derivatives: scenic-al, adj., scenic-al-ly, adv.

scenograph, n., a perspective picture. — Back

formation fr. scenography.

Derivative; scenograph-er, n.

scenographic, adj., pertaining to scenography. —
F. scenographique, fr. Gk. a>!7)V0Ypa9iy.6i;, 'per-

taining to scene-painting', fr. cjxr,voYpa?ta.

See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: scenographic-al-ly, adv.

scenography, n., painting in perspective. — F.

scenographic, fr. L. scaenographia, fr. Gk.

axrjvoYpa9i5, 'scene-painting', which is com-

pounded of CTXTjvTj, 'stage, scene', and -ypapia,

fr. Ypa9eiv, 'to write'. See scene and -graphy.

scent, tr. and intr. v. — ME. senten, fr. OF. (=
F.) sentir, 'to feel, to smell', fr. L. sentire, 'to

feel'. See sense. The c in the present English

spelling shows the influence of the spelling of

the word science. For a similar insertion of the

letter c cp. scythe.

Derivatives: scent, n., scent-ed, adj., scent-er, n.,

scent-ful, adj., scent-less, adj.

scepter, sceptre, n. — ME. sceptre, septre, fr. OF.

(= F.) sceptre, fr. L. sceptrum, fr. Gk. (Txtjk-

Tpov, 'a royal staff, scepter', fr. ctx/jtitsiv, 'to

prop, support', axTjTrTCCT&at,, 'to lean upon',

which is cogn. with OE. sceaft. See shaft, 'stem,

stock', and cp. words there referred to.

sceptic, adj. and n. — See skeptic.

schanz, n., breastwork of stones. — S. Afr. Du.,

fr. Du. schans, rel. to G. Schanze, fr. It. scanso,

'warding oflF, defense', which is rel. to scan-

sare, 'to go out of the way', fr. VL. *ex-

^(.III^IIIdLlt.

campsare, fr. 1st ex- and L. campsdre, 'to

turn around a place, to sail by', which de-

rives fr. Gk. Ka\i.<^<xi., aorist of xafiTuretv, 'to

bend'. Gk. xafXTTTsiv is cogn. with L. campus,

'field', orig. 'a bending'. See camp and words

there referred to and cp. sconce, 'cover', which

is a doublet of schanz.

schapska, n., Polish cavalry helmet. — Pol.

czapka, rel. to Czech capka, Russ. shapka, fr.

G. Schappe, fr. F. chape, 'cope, cover, cap'.

See cape, 'cloak', chape.

schatchen, n., a marriage broker. — Yiddish, fr.

ModHeb. shaddekhdn, fr. Mishnaic Heb. shid-

dekh, 'he negotiated or arranged a marriage',

lit. 'he quieted, appeased, pacified', rel. to Aram.

sh^dakh, 'he was appeased, quiet', shaddekh, 'he

appeased, quieted'.

Schechinah, n. — See Shekinah.

Schedius, n., a genus of very small flies (entomol.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. a/ESioi;, 'off-hand, at ran-

dom, hasty', fr. oxsSov, 'near, hard by', prop,

'that which one has at hand', formed from the

stem of EX^"''^> 'to have' (fut. 25" and tr^'/icfto),

and the adverbial suflF. -86v. See scheme.

schedule, n.— L. scheduta, 'a small leaf of paper',

dimin. ofscheda, scida, 'a strip of papyrus bark,

a leaf of paper', fr. Gk. crxtSr,, 'splinter of

wood', from the stem of <T/iZ,ei-v, 'to cleave,

split'. See shed, v., and cp. schism. For the end-

ing see suff. -ule. Fr. ML. cedula, a simplified

form of L. schedula, derive It. cedola, Sp. cedula,

F. cedule, 'schedule'. Cp. cedula.

Derivatives: schedule, tr. v., schedul-ar, adj.,

schedul-ize, tr. and intr. v.

scheelite, n., calcium tungstate CaWO^ {mineral.)

— Named after its discoverer, the Swedish

chemist Karl Wilhelm Scheele (1742-86). For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

schefferite, n., a brown manganese pyroxene

{mineral.) — Named after its discoverer the

Swedish chemist H. T. Scheffer (1710-59). For

the ending see subst. suflF. -ite.

schema, n., scheme. — See scheme.

schematic, adj. — ModL. schematicus, fr. L.

schema, gen. schematis. See scheme and -ic.

Derivative: schemalic-al-ly, adv.

schematism, n. — ModL. schematismus, fr. Gk.

(iX7)ij.aTi.(5fx6?, 'configuration; bearing, atti-

tude', fr. c7XT)j.iaTiI^£iv, 'to form, shape, fash-

ion', fr. <JX7)|ji,a, gen, a/riLiotToi;. See next word.

scheme, n. — L. schema, 'shape, figure, form,

figure of speech", fr. Gk. <^/.W^, gen. CT/vj^LaToi;,

'form, shape, figure, the nature of a thing',

formed fr. <r/jr;-, stem of e'/^iv, 'to have, hold,

possess' (aorist sT/m, fut. e^co and a/-/;(Jco),

fr. I.-E. base *segh-, 'to hold, hold in one's

power, have', whence also OI. sdhate, 'he mas-

ters", sdhah, 'power, victory', Avestic hazah, of

s.m., Goth, sigis, OHG. sigu, sigo, MHG. sic,

sige, G. Sieg, MDu. seghe, Du. zege, OFris. si,

ON. sigr, Swed. seger, Dan. seier, OE. sige, 'vic-

tory'. Cp. hectic and words there referred to.

Cp. also ischo-, Schedius, school, 'place of

learning', sketch, and the second element in

cachexy, epoch, eunuch, pleonexia, Stylochus.

Cp. also the first element in Sigismund.

Derivatives: scheme, tr. and intr. v., schem-er,

n., schem-ing, adj. and n., schem-ing-ly, adv.,

schem-ist, n.

scherzando, adv. and adj., in a playful manner

{mus.) — It., gerund of scherzare, 'to play,

sport', fr. scherzo, 'jest, sport'. See next word.

scherzo, n., a playful movement in a sonata or

symphony {mus.) — It., fr. G. Scherz, 'jest,

sport', fr. Late MHG. scherz, of s.m., which is

rel. to MHG. scherzen, 'to jump with joy; to

jest' (whence G. scherzen, 'to jest'), and to

MHG. scharz,schurz, 'jump', ON. skart, 'boast-

ful attitude', fr. a -^/-enlargement of I.-E. base

*{s)qer-, 'to leap, jump, bound', whence Gk.

CTxaipeiv, 'to leap, skip, bound". See Scarus and

cp. cardinal, adj. Cp. also scorn.

Scheuchzcria, n., a genus of plants {hot.) —
ModL., named after the Swiss botanists Johann

Scheuchzer (died in 1 738) and his brotherJohann

Jakob Scheuchzer (1672-1733). For the ending

see 1st suff -ia.

Scheuchzerlaceae, n. pi., a family of plants {hot.)

— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

scheuchzeriaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Schiedam, n., Holland gin. — Prop, gin made at

Schiedam, a town in Holland.

schiller, n., a bronzelike luster.— G., fr. schillern,

'to change colors', fr. MHG. ic/u7/e/!, a collat-

eral form of schilhen (G. schielen), 'to blink,

wink, squint', which is rel. to OHG. scelah,

MHG. schel, G. scheel, 'squint-eyed', fr. I.-E.

base *sqel-, 'crooked, curved', whence also Gk.

(jxaXYjvot;, 'limping, halting, uneven'. See

scalene and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: schiller-ize, tr. v., schiller-iz-ation,

n.

schindylesis, n., a form of articulation in which

one bone is received into a fissure of another

(anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. crzivSuXTjaii;, 'a

cleaving into small pieces', fr. 'ayivSiiXsiv, 'to

cleave', fr. (syjX,sv), 'to split, cleave', which is

cogn. with L. scindere, 'to cleave'. See schism

and cp. words there referred to.

schindyletic, adj. — See prec. word and -ic.

schipperke, n., a kind of small dog bred in

Holland. — Du., dimin. of schipper, prop,

'little skipper' (see skipper); so called because

used as a watchdog on barges.

schism, n. — Late ME. scisme, fr. MF. scisme

(F. schisme), fr. OF. cisme, scisme, fr. Late L.

schisma, fr. Gk. cr/iapix, 'a split, rent, cleft',

from the stem of rr/!iX,z\-^, 'to spUl, rend,

cleave". See shed, v., and words there referred

to and cp. esp. schedule.

schismatic, adj. — ME. scismatike, fr. MF. scis-

matique (F. schismatique), fr. Late L. schisma-



schismatism

ticus, fr. Gk. (JxitT|xaT!.x<5i;, fr. a^iafia, gen.

a/ia[jiaTO(;. See prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: schismatic, n., schismatic-al, adj.,

schismatic-al-ly, adv.

schismatism, n. — See prec. word and -ism.

schismatize, intr. v. — F. schismatiser, fr. Late L.

schisma. See sctiism and suff. -ize.

schist, n., a crystalline rock with a foliated struc-

ture. — F. schiste, lit. 'that which easily splits',

fr. L. schistus, fr. Gk. <r)(ic!T6c; (scil. XLQ-oq), 'a

fissile stone', verbal adj. of cx'-^^'-'^t 'to split'.

See schism and -ist.

schistose, adj., pertaining to schist; resembling

schist. — See prec. word and adj. suff. -ose.

schistous, adj., schistose. — See prec. word and

-ous.

schiz-, form of schizo- before a vowel.

Schizaea, n., a genus of plants, the curly grass

(hot.) — ModL., formed fr. Gk. cxi'C.si'^, 'to

split' (see schism); so called in allusion to the

many-cleft fronds.

Schizaeaceae, n. pi., the curly grass family (hot.)

— ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

schizaeaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

Schizanthus, n., a genus of plants, the fringe-

flower (hot.) — ModL., compounded of schiz-

and Gk. HmQ-oq, 'flower'. See anther.

schizo-, before a vowel schiz-, combining form

meaning 'division'. — Gk. ax^^o-, ox'^"' ff-

CTXi!^£W, 'to split'. See schism.

scbizocarp, n., fruit that splits into several single-

seeded carpels (hot.) — Compounded of schizo-

and Gk. xap7r6;, 'fruit'. See carpel.

Derivatives: schizocarp-ic, adj., schizocarp-ous,

adj.

schizogenesis, n., reproduction by fission (hot.)—
Compounded of schizo- and genesis.

schizoid, adj., resembling schizophrenia (med.)—
Compounded of schizo, abbreviation of schizo-

phrenia, and Gk. -otiSiiz, 'like', fr. elSo?,

'form, shape'. See schizophrenia and -oid.

schizomycete, n., one of the Schizomycetes, a

bacterium. — See next word.

Schizomycetes, n. pi., the bacteria (hot.) —
ModL., lit. 'fission-fungi', coined by the Swiss

botanist Karl Wilhelm von NaegeU (1817-91)

fr. schizo- and Gk. nuy.irres, pi. of jxiixY)?, 'fun-

gus'. See -mycetes.

scbizoplireiiia, n., a form of mental disorder. —
Medical L., lit. 'a splitting of the mind', a word

coined by the Swiss psychiatrist Eugen Bleuler

(1857-1939) fr. schizo- and Gk. 9pT)v, gen.

9PEv6c, 'mind'. See schizo- and phrenic. For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Derivative: schizophren-ic, adj.

scbnapper, n., a sea fish of Austraha and New
Zealand. — Alteration of snapper after G.

Schnapper.

schnapps, n., a kind of Holland gin. — G.

Schnaps, lit. 'a mouthful, a gulp', fr. schnappen,

'to snap'. See snap and cp. prec. word.

schnauzer, n., a breed of terrier. — G. Schnauzer,

lit. 'snarler, growler', fr. schnauzen, 'to snarl,

growl', fr. Schnauze, 'snout, muzzle", which is

rel. to ME. smte, snoute, 'snout'. See snout and

agential suff. -er.

schnitzel, n., a veal cutlet. — G. Schnitzel, lit. 'a

slice', fr. schnitzen, 'to carve, cut", freq. ofschnei-

den, 'to cut'. See snead.

schnorrer, n., a Jewish beggar. — Yiddish, fr.

schnorren, 'to go begging', prop, 'to go begging

while playing a musical instrument', fr. schnur-

ren, 'to hum, whir', fr. MHG. snurren, of s.m.,

which is rel. to Du. snorren, of s.m. ; of imita-

tive origin.

scholar, n. — ME. scaler, fr. OF. escoler, escolier

(F. ecolier), fr. Late L. scholdris, 'pertaining to a

school', fr. L. schola, 'school'. See school, 'place

of learning', and -ar.

Derivatives: scholar-like, adj., scholar-ly, adj.

and adv., scholar-ship, n.

scholastic, adj. — L. scholasticus, 'pertaining to a

school', fr. Gk. CT/oXatJTiKo?, 'having leisure;

devoting one's leisure to learning, learned' (first

used in this sense by Theophrastus), fr. ayoXri.

See school, 'place of learning', and adj. suff. -Ic,

Derivatives: scholastic, n., scholastic-al, adj.,

scholastic-al-ly, adv., scholastic-ism, n., scholas-

tic-ly, adv.

scholiast, n., a writer of scholia. — ML. scholias-

ta, fr. Gk. axoXiaaTrji;, fr. axolidZ.Et.'i, 'to

write scholia', fr. axokioM. See next word and

-ast.

scholium, n., an explanatory note. — ML., fr.

Gk. CTxoAiov, 'note, comment, scholium', fr.

<JXo'^i')- See next word.

school, n., a place of learning. — ME. scale, fr.

OE. seal, fr. L. schola, fr. Gk. ct/oXtj, 'leisure,

spare time; leisure devoted to learning; place of

learning, school', formed fr. (t/t)-, the stem

of Sx^'^> 'to have, hold, possess' (whence aorist

Ecryov, fut. s^to and ay^rjaui), fr. I.-E. base

*segh-, 'to hold, hold in one's power, to have',

whence also ayri^icc, 'form, shape'. See scheme

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also the

second element in reaischule.

Derivatives: school, tr. v., school-able, adj.,

school-ing, n., school-ing-ly, adv.

school, n., a crowd of fish, shoal. — Fr. Du.

school. See shoal, 'a crowd'.

schooner, n., a kind of sailing vessel. — Formed

with agential suff. -er fr. dial. E. scoon, 'to skim

along'; the orig. spelling of the word was

scaoner. Scoon is a Scot, word and related to E.

shunt (q.v.) — For the history of the word

schooner see Walter W. Skeat, Etymological

Dictionary of the English Language, p. 540.

Du. schoener, G. Schaner, are English loan

words.

schorl, n., black tourmaline. — G. Schorl, of

unknown origin.

schorlomite, n., an iron calcium titanate and

silicate (mineral.)— Compounded of schorl and

Gk. o\x,6c„ 'one and the same' (see homo-); so

called because it resembles schorl.

schottische, n., 1) a round dance resembling

polka; 2) music for this dance. — Fr. G. schot-

tische(r) Tanz, 'Scottish dance'. See Scot, Scot-

tish.

schuit, also schuyt, n., a Dutch vessel. — Du.
schuit. See scout, 'vessel'.

schwa, also shwa, n., a half vowel (pronounced

like e in agent) ; indicated in Hebrew by the sign

:

— Heb. sh wd, prob. borrowed fr. Syr. sh^way-

yd, lit. 'equal', name of the accent mark:, which

corresponds to the Heb. zaqeph. See ZDMG.,
1895 (vol. 49), p. 18, note 3. Syr. sh^wayyd de-

rives fr. Aram.-Syr. sh wd, 'he was like or equal',

which is rel. to Heb. shdwd, 'he was even, smooth
or like', Arab, sdwwd, 'he made even or flat'.

The name sh wayyd was given to the accent

mark: in allusion to its form. — In this dictio-

nary schwa is transliterated by .

Schwalbea, n., a genus of plants, the chaff-seed

{bat.)— ModL., named after the Dutch botanist

Christian Georg Schwalbe, who wrote on bot-

any in 1715.

sci-, form of scio- before a vowel.

Sciaenidae, n. pi., a family of fishes, comprising

the kingfishes, drumfishes, etc. (ichthyal.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L. sciaena, 'a

kind of fish', prob. 'the grayling', fr. Gk.
(Txtaiva, of s.m., fr. ctxiS, 'shade, shadow'.

See skiagraphy. For sense development cp. Cy-

noscion, umber, 'the grayling', and umbrette.

sciagram, sciagraph, sciagraphy, n.'s. — See

skiagram, skiagraph, skiagraphy.

sciamachy, n., fighting with shadows; sham fight-

ing. — Gk. (jKiajiaxia, 'fighting in the shade;

fighting with shadows; a sham fight', fr. crxta,

'shade, shadow', and [J-axT), 'battle'. See skia-

graphy and -machia.

sciametiy, n. — See skiametry.

Sciara, n., a genus of fungus gnats (zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. ctxtapo;;, 'dark-colored', fr.

(Txia, 'shade'. See skiagraphy.

sciascope, sciascopy, n.'s — See skiascope, skia-

scopy.

sciatic, adj., pertaining to the hip or hipjoint. —
MF. (= F.) sciatique, fr. ML. sciaticus, fr. L.

ischiadicus, fr. Gk. la/LaStxii;, fr. itJxtat;, gen.

-aSo?, 'lumbago', fr. la/iov, 'the hipjoint'. See

ischium.

sciatica, n., neuralgia of the sciatic nerve (med.)

— Medical L., fern, of sciaticus (see prec. word),

used as a noun.

science, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) science, fr. L.

scientia, 'knowledge, science', fr. sciens, gen.

scientis, pres. part, of scire, 'to know', which
prob. meant orig. 'to separate one thing from
another, to distinguish', and is rel. to scindere,

'to cut, split, cleave', and cogn. with Gk.
<rf}Xj£.vi, 'to split, rend, cleave', Goth, skaidan,

OE. sceadan, 'to divide, separate'. See shed, v.,

and cp. adscititious, conscience, conscient, con-

scientious, conscious, nescient, nice, omniscience,

omniscient, plebiscite, prescience, prescient,

scienter, scientific, sciolism.

scienter, adv., knowingly ; n., knowledge (law).—
L., 'knowingly', formed fr. sciens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of scire, 'to know', with the adverbial

suff. -ter. See prec. word.

sciential, adj., pertaining to knowledge. — L.

scientidlis, fr. scientia. See science and adj. suff.

-al.

scientific, adj. — Late L. scientificus, 'pertaining

to science' (prop, loan translation of Gk. Itti-

(jTTjjjiovtxi?, 'pertaining to knowledge', fr. im-
(STT,\a], 'knowledge'), fr. L. scientia. See science

and -flc.

Derivatives: scientific-al, adj., scientif-ic-al-ly,

adv., scientific-al-ness, n.

scientism, n., methods of science. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. scientia, 'knowledge, science', and

-ism, a suff. of Greek origin. See science.

scientist, n. — A hybrid coined by the English

philosopher William Whewell (1794-1866) from

L. scientia (see science) and Gk. suff. -icttyji;.

(see -ist).

Derivatives: scientist-ic, adj., scientist-ic-al-ly,

adv.

scilicet, adv., that is to say, to wit, namely. — L.,

abbreviation of scire licet, 'it is permitted to

know', hence 'it is evident'. See science and li-

cense and cp. videlicet and illicit.

Scilla, n., a genus of plants, the squill. — L., 'the

squill', fr. Gk. axiXXx. See squill.

scimitar, n., a curved Oriental sword. — It. sci-

mitarra (whence also F. cimeterre), fr. Pers.

shimshir, 'scimitar, saber'.

Scincidae, n. pi., a family of reptiles, the skinks

(zool.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L.

scincus, 'a kind of lizard'. See skink, n.

scincoid, adj., pertaining to the skinks. — A hy-

brid coined fr. L. scincus (see prec. word) and

Gk. -oeiSr)?, 'like', fr. cISo?, 'form, shape'. See

-oid.

scintilla, n., a spark (only used in a figurative

sense); particle, trace. — L., 'spark, a bright

point', prob. fr. *skint-, fr. I.-E. base *slii-, 'to

shine', whence also Goth, skeinan, OE. scinan,

'to shine'. See shine and cp. stencil, tinsel.

scintillant, adj., sparkling. — L. scintilldns, gen.

-dntis, pres. part, of scintilldre. See next word
and -ant.

Derivative: scintillant-ly, adv.

scintillate, intr. and tr. v., to sparkle. — L. scin-

tilldt-(um), pp. stem of scintilldre, 'to emit

sparks, sparkle', fr. scintilla. See scintilla and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: scintillat-ing, adj., scintillat-ing-ly,

adv.

scintillation, n., a sparkling. —• L. scintilldtid, gen.

-onis, 'a sparkling', fr. scintilldt-(um), pp. stem

of scintilldre. See prec. word and -Ion.

scio-, before a vowel set-, combining form mean-
ing 'shadow', as in sctomancy. — Gk. oxto-.



sciolism

OXI-, fr. CTxia, 'shade, shadow'. See skia-

graphy.

sciolism, n., a show of knowledge. — Coined fr.

L. sciolus, 'a smatterer', and suff. -ism. L. sciolus

is a dimin. of scius, 'knowing', fr. scire, 'to know'.

See science and dimin. suff. -ole.

sciolist, n., a pretender to knowledge. — Coined

fr. L. sciolus and suff. -ist. See prec. word.

Derivative: sciolist-ic, adj.

sciomachy, n. — See sciamachy and scio-.

sciomancy, n., divination by means of consulting

the shades of the dead. — ModL. sciomantia,

compounded of Gk. axia, 'shade, shadow',

and fiavTeiS, 'oracle, divination'. See scio- and

-mancy. /

scion, n. — ME., fr. OF. ciVn, sion (F. scion),

formed with dimin. suff. -on'fr. Prankish *kith,

'scion', which is rel. to'OHG. kidi, 'scion', fr.

Teut. base *kl-, 'to burst forth', whence also

OHG. chimo, MHG. klme, G. Keim, 'seed,

germ', OE. clnan, OS., OHG. kinan, Goth.

keinan, 'to burst', Goth, us-kijans (pp.), 'come

forth' (said of seeds).

scioptic, adj., pertaining to sight. — Compound-

ed of scio- and Gk. 671x1x61;, 'pertaining to

sight'. See optic,

scioptric, adj. — The same as scioptic. The form

scioptric was formed on analogy of dioptric,

scire facias, n., a judicial writ. — L., 'make (him)

know'. For the first word see science. Facias is

the 2nd person of the subj. pres. o(facere, 'to

make, do'. See fact.

Scirophoria, n. pi., an Athenian festival cele-

brated on the 12th of the month Scirophorion

{Greek antiquities). — Gk. Ta 2;xtp096pia,

compounded of oxipov, 'the parasol (worn by

the priestesses of Athena, the priest of Poseidon

and thepriestof Helios during the festive proces-

sion)', and stem of cpfpstv, 'to bear, carry'. The

first element is a derivative of CTxia, 'shade,

shadow'; see skiagraphy. For the second ele-

ment see bear, 'to carry'.

Scirophorion, n., name of the 12th month of the

Attic Greek calendar (corresponding to the sec-

ond half of June and the first half of July). —
Gk. Sxipocpopicov, fr. Sxipocpopia. See prec.

word.

Siirpus, n., a genus of plants, the bulrush (hot.)

— L. scirpus, 'rush', of uncertain origin. Cp.

sarpler, scarf, 'a band', scrip, 'a small bag".

scirrho-, before a vowel scirrh-, combining form

meaning scirrhus. — See scirrhus.

scirrhoid, adj., resembling a scirrhus. — Com-

pounded of scirrh- and Gk. -oeiSt)?, 'like', fr.

eISoc;, 'form, shape'. See -old.

scirrhous, adj., 1) pertaining to a scirrhus; 2) re-

sembling a scirrhus. — See next word and -ous.

scirrhus, n., a hardened organ, esp. a hardened

gland (med.) — Medical L., fr. L. scirros, 'a

hard swelling, a tumor', fr. Gk. cntippoe, of

s.m., fr. the adj. ejxipp6s, also <Txip6?, 'hard',

which is of unknown origia.

Scirtopoda, n. pi., an order of rotifers (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. axtpTav, 'to

spring, leap, bound', and iro'Jc, gen. ttoSo?,

'foot'. Gk. oxipTocv is freq. of axaipsiv, 'to leap,

skip, bound', which is rel. to axapo?, 'the par-

rot fish', lit. 'the leaping fish'. See Scarus. For

the second element see -poda.

scissel, n., clippings of metal.— F. cisailles, 'cut-

tings, clippings (of metal)', fr. VL. *cisalia{= L.

caesalia), fr. caesus, pp. of caedere, 'to cut'. See

scissors,

scissile, adj., that can be cut or split. — F., fr. L.

scissilis, 'easily split or cleft', fr. scissus, pp. of

scindere, 'to cut, split, cleave', which is cogn.

with 01. chindtti, 'splits, cuts off', Gk. axiJ^civ,

'to split, rend, cleave', Goth, skaidan, OE. scea-

dan, 'to separate'. See shed, v., and cp. scission,

exscind, prescind. For the ending see suff. -lie.

scission, n., the act of cutting or splitting. — F.,

fr. Late L. scissionem, ace. of scissio, 'a cleaving,

dividing', fr. L. scissus, pp. of scindere. See prec.

word and -ion.

scissors, n. pi. — ME. cysoures, sisours, fr. OF.

cisoires, 'shears', fr. Late L. cisoria, fr. L. caesus

(in compounds -clsus), pp. of caedere (in com-

pounds -cidere), 'to cut'; see caesura and cp.

scissel. The spelling scissors is due to a confu-

sion of this word with Late L. scissor, 'one who

cleaves, a carver', fr. L. scissus, pp. of scindere,

'to cut, split, cleave' (see scissile).

Derivatives: scissor, tr. v., scissor-er, n., scissor-

ing, n.

scissure, n., a cleft, fissure. — F., fr. L. scissura,

fr. scissus, pp. of scindere, 'to cut, split, cleave'.

See scissile and -ure.

Scioridae, n. pi., the family of squirrels (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L. sciurus,

'squirrel'. See squirrel,

sciurine, adj., pertaining to the family Sciuridae

(the squirrels).— Formed with adj. suff. -ine fr.

L. sciurus, 'squirrel'. See squirrel.

Derivative: sciurine, n., a squirrel.

sciuroid, adj., squirrel-like. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. sciurus, 'squirrel', and Gk. -osiSyj;, 'like', fr.

sISo;, 'form, shape'. See squirrel and -old.

sclaff, tr. V. and n., a term of golf. — Scot., of

imitative origin.

scler-, form of sclero- before a vowel.

sclera, n., name of the external membrane cov-

ering the white of the eyeball (anat.)— Medical

L., fr. Gk. CTxXYipa(|jLY)viY5), 'the hard (mem-

brane)', fern, of axXripo?, 'hard'. See sclero- and

cp. sclerotic.

Scleranthus, n., a genus of plants, the knawel

(bat.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. tjxXTjpoi;,

'hard', and &vdot;, 'flower' (see sclero- and an-

ther); so called in allusion to the hardened

calyx tube.

sclerenchyma, n. (bot. and zool.)— Compounded

of Gk. ay.Xrip6(i, 'hard', and2yxu(jta, 'infusion'.

See enchymatous.

Sderia, n., a genus of plants, the nut rush {bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. axXTjpta, 'hardness', fr.

CTx>Y]p6i:, 'hard' (see sclero-); so called in allu-

sion to the indurated fruit.

scleriasis, n., a morbid hardening (med.) — Med-
ical L., formed fr. Gk. axXY]p6(;, 'hard', on anal-

ogy of elephant-iasis, psor-iasis. See sclero- and

-iasis.

scleritis, n., inflammation of the sclera (med.) —
Medical L., formed fr. sclera with suff. -itis.

sclero-, before a vowel scler-, combining form

meaning 'hard'. — Gk. (JxX7]po-, ctxXtjp-, fr.

axXTjpoi;, 'hard', rel. to oxeXXeiv, 'to dry up,

parch', and cogn. with ME. shalowe, 'faint,

feeble'. See shallow.

scleroderma, n., hardening of the skin (med.) —
Medical L., compounded of sclero- and Gk.
Sspjia, 'skin'. Cp. Gk. axXYjpoSep^ot;, 'with

hard skin', and see -derm.

sclerodermatous, adj., having a hard skin. —
Compounded of sclero- and Gk. Sspjia, gen.

SEpfxaxo.;, 'skin'. See prec. word and -ous.

sclerodermic, adj., sclerodermatous. — See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ic.

scleroid, adj., hard.— Gk. CTxXyjpoEtSifji;, 'of hard

nature', fr. axX-rjpoi;, 'hard', and -oet8:r,i;, 'like',

fr. sISo?, 'form, shape'. See sclero- and -oid.

scleroma, n., induration of the tissues (med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. oxX'y]p<o(xa, 'induration', fr.

axXTjpouv, 'to harden', fr. axXTjpo;, 'hard'. See

sclero- and -oma.

sclerometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

hardness of materials. — Compounded of scle-

ro- and Gk. [xexpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm".

sclerosis, n., morbid hardening of the tissues

(med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. axXTjpojatc, 'a

hardening', fr. tjxXy;pouv, 'to harden', fr.

axXr^po?, 'hard'. See sclero- and -osis.

sclerotic, adj., 1) pertaining to, or characterized

by, sclerosis ; 2) pertaining to the sclera. — Med-
ical L. scleroticus, 'hard', fr. Gk. oxXigpouv, 'to

harden", fr. oxATjpfic, 'hard'. See sclero- and

-otic.

sclerotic, n., the sclera. — Medical L. sclerotica,

fern, of scleroticus (see prec. word) used as a

noun.

sclerotitis, n., inflammation of the sclerotic coat

of the eye (med.) — Medical L. See prec. word
and -itis.

sclerotium, n., a compact mass of mycelium

found in certain fungi (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.
(jxXT,p6i;, 'hard'. See sclero-.

sclerous, adj., hard. — Gk. axAr,p6c, 'hard'. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -0;, see -ous.

scobs, n., filings, scrapings, sawdust. — L., col-

lateral form of scobis, which stands in grada-

tional relationship to L. scabere, 'to scrape', sca-

bies, 'roughness, scurf. See scabies.

scoff, n. — ME. skof, prob. of Scand. origin. Cp.

ON. skaup, skop, 'scoff, jest, taunt', MDan.
skof, skuf, of s.m., Dan. skuffe, 'to mock, de-

ceive'. These words meant orig. 'a push, a

shove', resp. 'to push, shove', and are related to

shove,

scoff, intr. v. — ME. scojfen, fr. scof. See scoflf, n.

Derivatives: scoff-er, n., scoff-ing, adj. and n.,

scoff-ing-ly, adv.

scold, n., one who scolds; esp. a scolding woman.
— ME. scald, scold, prob. fr. ON. skald, 'poet

;

satirist, lampooner'. See skald.

scold, intr. v., to rail; tr. v., to rate. — ME. scal-

den, scolden, fr. scald, scold. See scold, n.

Derivatives: scold-er, n., scold-ing, adj. and n.,

scold-ing-ly, adv.

scolecite, n., a calcium aluminum silicate (min-

eral.) — G. Skolezit, formed fr. Gk. axcoX7)5,

gen. axwXrixoi;, 'worm', with suff. -it. See next

word. The ending -it goes back to Gk. -txrj?;

see subst. suff. -ite.

scolex, n., the embryo stage of a tape worm (zool.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. cxcoXtj^, 'worm', which is

rel. to (JxtoXuTtTEaftai, 'to twist and turn',

axoXioi;, 'crooked, bent', axiXoi;, 'leg', axa-
Xr)v6i;, 'limping, halting, uneven". See scalene

and cp. scowl.

scolio-, combining form denoting curvature in

general and scoliosis in particular. — Gk. ctxo-

X10-, fr. (JX0X16?, 'crooked, bent'. See prec.

word.

scolion, n., a kind of song sung to the lyre (Greek

antiq.) — Gk. ctx6Xiov, also spelled, less cor-

rectly, (TxoXiov (shortened fr. tJxoXiov jji^Xo;),

lit. 'song which went round crookedly at ban-

quets', neut. of <TxoXi6c, 'crooked". See scolex.

scoliosis, n., a lateral curvature of the spine (med.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. axoXtuati;, 'crooked-

ness, obliquity', fr. axoXioi;. See scolio- and
-osis.

scoliotic, adj., pertaining to, or afflicted with,

scoliosis (med.) — See prec. word and -otic.

scollop, n. and v. — A var. of scallop.

scolopaceous, adj., resembling a woodcock or a

snipe. — See next word and -ous.

Scolopax, n., a genus of birds, the woodcock
(ornithol.)— LateL.,fr. Gk. oxoXoTia^, 'wood-

cock, snipe", which derives from axAXotJ;,

'pointed stake' ; so called in allusion to its long

pointed beak. See shelf, 'horizontal slab'.

Scolopendra, n., a genus of chilopods (zool.) —
L. scoloperuira, 'a kind of multipede', fr. Gk.
CTxoXoTTsvSpa, of s.m., which is uncertain origin.

Scolopendrid, n., one of the family Scolopendri-

dae. — See next word.

Scolopendridae, n. pi., a family of chilopods

(zool.) — ModL., formed fr. Scolopendra with

suff. -idae.

Scolymus, n., a genus of plants of the chicory

family (bot.) — L. scolymos, 'a kind of thistle,

cardoon", fr. Gk. crxoXupio?, of s.m., which is

of uncertain origin.

Scomber, n., a genus of fishes including the

mackerel (ichthyol.) — L. scomber, 'mackerel',

fr. Gk. <ix6(i|3poi;, of s.m., which is of uncertain

origin.



scombroid

scombroid, adj., resembling the mackerel. —
Compounded of Gk. axo^^poQ, 'mackerel',

and -oEiSrje, 'like', fr. £^8o?, 'form, shape'. See

prec. word and -oid.

scon, n. — See scone.

sconce, n., a metal bracket for holding candles.

ME. The original meaning was 'a screened

lantern'. ME. sconce is aphetic for OF. esconse,

'hiding place, lantern', derived—with change

of suflf.—fr. VL. absconsa, fem. of absconsus,

which corresponds to L. absconditus, pp. of ab-

scondere, 'to hide'. See abscond and cp. recon-

dite,

sconce, n., cover, fort. — Du. schans, 'bulwark'.

See schanz, which is a doublet oi sconce, and cp.

ensconce.

Derivative: sconce, it. v.

sconcheon, n. — See scuncheon.

scone, scon, n., a thin flat cake. — Prob. short-

ened fr. MDu. schoonbrot, 'fine bread'. See

sheen, 'beautiful'.

scoop, n. — According to the difference in mean-

ing, partly fr. MLG. schope, 'ladle' (cp. MDu.

schope, schoepe, Du. schoep), partly fr. MDu.

schoppe (whence Du. schop), 'shovel', which is

rel. to OS. skiifla, OE. sceofl, of s.m. See shove,

shovel and cp. scupper, 'a cut through a ship's

side'. Cp. also chopin.

Derivatives : scoop, tr. \.,scoop-er, n., scoop-ing,

verbal n.

scoot, intr. v., to go quickly. — Prob. of Scand.

origin. Cp. Swed. skjuta, 'to shoot', and see

shoot.

Derivatives: scoot, n., scoot-er, n.

scop, n., a bard, minstrel. — OE. scop, sceop,

prob. related to scoff. For sense development cp.

scold.

scopa, n., tuft of hairs on the legs of a bee used

for carrying pollen; pollen brush. — L., 'a

broom', in gradational relationship to scapus,

'shaft'. See shaft, 'stem, stock', and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also scopula.

Derivative: scop-ate, adj.

scope, n. — It. scopo, 'mark, target, thing aimed

at, aim", goal, object', fr. Gk. oxotto?, 'mark to

shoot at, watcher, examiner, spy, scout', in gra-

dational relationship to ax£7TTca»ai, 'to look

about, look carefully at'. See species and cp.

spy. Cp. also the second element in bishop,

-scope, combining form used to denote an instru-

ment for examining with the eye, as in hygro-

scope, microscope. — ModL. -scopium, fr. Gk.

-ay-OTTiov, fr. axoTCsiv, 'to look at, examine, sur-

vey', fr. ay.or.6c, 'watcher, examiner'. See prec.

word.

scopelism, n., the piling of stones in a field (an-

rhropol.) — Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk.

oxoTTeXoc, 'high rock, peak', which stands in

gradational relationship to oxinTeiv, 'to dig',

(ixaTtavTi, 'spade, hoe'. See capon and cp. words

there referred to.

scopolaniiiie,scopolaiiiin,n.,analkaloidC„Hj,OjN

(chem.) — G. Scopolamin, compounded of

ModL. Scopolia, a genus of plants (named after

the Italian naturalist G. A. Scopoli (1723-88)

and amine; so called because this alkaloid oc-

curs especially in the rhizomes of the genus

Scopolia.

scopula, n., a brushlike tuft of hairs (zool.) — L.

scapulae, 'broom twig', dimin. oiscopa, 'broom'.

See scopa and -ule.

Derivative: scopul-ate, adj.

-scopy, combining form denoting the use of in-

struments named by words ending in -scope. —
Gk. -CTXOTrta, fr. ctxojceiv, 'to look at, examine,

survey', fr. oxotto?, 'watcher, examiner, spy,

scout'. See scope and -y (representing Gk. -la)

and cp. -scope.

scorbute, n., scurvy {ohsoi:) — MP. (= F.) scor-

but, fr. ML. scorbutus (whence also It. scorbuto,

Sp. and Port, escorbuto), prob. through the

medium of Du. scheurhuik or G. Scharbock. See

scurvy, n.

scorbutic, adj., pertaining to, or having, scurvy.

— ML. scorbuticus (whence also F. scorbutique),

fr. scorbutus. See scorbute and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: scorbutic, n., scorbutic-al, adj., scor-

butic-al-ly, adv., scorbutic-ism, n.

scorch, tr. and intr. v. — ME. scorchen, fr. OF.

escorchier, escorcher (F. ecorcher), 'to strip off

the skin, to flay', fr. VL. excorticare, 'to flay'

(whence also It. scorticare), fr. 1st ex- and L.

cortex, gen. corticis, 'cork'. ME. scorchen was

influenced in sense by a confusion with ME.

scorklen, 'to scorch', fr. ON. skorpna, 'to dry up,

shrivel'.

Derivatives: scorch, n., scorch-ed, adj., scorch-

er, a., scorch-ing, adj. and n., scorch-ing-ly, adv.,

scorch-ing-ness, n.

scordato, n., out of tune (mus.) — It., short for

discordato, pp. of discordare, 'to make discor-

dant', fr. L. discordare. See discord, v.

score, n. — ME. scor, fr. ON. skor, 'notch, tally;

twenty', lit. 'a cut' ; in gradational relationship

to OE. sceran, 'to cut'. See shear and cp. words

there referred to.

score, tr. and intr. v. — ME. scoren, ON. skora,

fr. skor. See score, n.

Derivatives: scor-ed, adj., scor-er, n., scor-ing,

n.
,

scoria, n., refuse, dross. — L., fr. Gk. crxtopta,

'dross of metal, slag', fr. ay.dp, gen. CTxaxi?,

'dung', which is cogn. with Hitt. shakar, gen.

shaknash, 'dirt', ON. skarn, OE. scearn, 'dung',

and prob. also with L. -cerda in mus-cerda,

'mouse dung', su-cerda, 'the dung of swine' (in-

fluenced in form by merda, 'dung'). Cp. Escorial

and the first element in scatoiogy.

scoriaceous, adj., of the nature of scoria. — See

prec. word and -aceous.

scorification, n. — See next word and -ation.

scorify, tr. v., to reduce to dross. — See scoria

and -fy.

Derivative: scorifi-er, n.

U01 Scotticize

scorn, n. — ME. scarn, scorn, fr. OF. escarne, var.

of escharne, 'derision, scorn', which is of Teut.

origin. Cp. OHG. skernon, 'to mock, deride',

skern, 'mockery', MHG. scherzen, 'to jump
with joy; to jest' (see scherzo); influenced in

form by OF. escorne (F. ecorne), 'affront, dis-

grace', back formation fr. escorner (F. ecorner),

'to disgrace', lit. 'to break off' one's horns', fr.

Late L. excornare (whence also It. scornare), fr.

1st ex- and L. cornU, 'horn' (see horn).

Derivatives: scorn, v. (q.v.), scorn-ful, adj.,

scorn-ful-ly, adv., scorn-ful-ness, n., scorn-y, adj.

scorn, tr. v. — ME. scarnen, seamen, fr. OF. es-

carnir, var. of escharnir, 'to deride, scorn', fr.

escarne, var. of escharne. See scorn, n.

Derivatives: scarn-ed, adj., scorn-er, n.

scorodite, n., a hydrous ferric arsenate {mineral.)

— G. Skarodit, formed with suff'. -it fr. Gk.
axopoSov, 'garlic', which is cogn. with Alb.

hurdz ((or l.-E. *sq'rd-),'%,dLT\ic'; so called in al-

lusion to its odor under the blowpipe. G. -it

goes back to Gk. -ityi?; see subst. suff'. -ite.

scorpaenid, n., a fish of the family Scorpaenidae.

— See next word.

Scorpaenidae, n. pi., a family of spiny-finned

fishes {ichthyol.) — ModL., formed with suff.

-idae fr. L. scorpaena, a loan word fr. Gk.
CTxApTraiva, 'a kind of fish', lit. 'scorpion fish',

fr. axopTtio?, 'scorpion'. See scorpion and op.

sculpin.

Scorpio, n., 1) a zodiacal constellation; 2) the

eighth sign of the zodiac. — L. Scorpio, 'scor-

pion'. See scorpion.

scorpioid, adj., resembling a scorpion or its tail.

— Gk. axop7rio£t8r)<;, compounded of axopTTtot;,

'scorpion', and^-OEiSr,;, 'like', fr. sISo?, 'form,

shape'. See scorpion and -oid.

scorpion, n. — ME. scorpioun, fr. OF. (= F.)

scorpion, fr. L. scorpionem, ace. of Scorpio, a col-

lateral form of scorpius, fr. Gk. axopjrioi;, which
is prob. ult. connected with Heb. 'aqrdbh,

'scorpion'. See Albert Schott, Indogermanisch-

semitische Studien, p. 77.

scortation, n., fornication. — Formed with suff'.

-ation fr. L. scartdri, 'to associate with harlots',

fr. scortum, 'harlot', prop, 'skin', fr. I.-E. base

*{s)qer-, 'to cut'. See cortex.

Scorzonera, n., a genus of plants of the chicory

family {bat.) — ModL., fr. It. scorzonera, lit.

'viper's plant', fr. scorzone, 'viper', fr. L. cur-

tionem, ace. of curlio, 'viper', which is prob. rel.

to curvus, 'curved, bent, crooked"; see curve.

The initial s- in It. scorzonera, is prob. due to

the influence of scorto, 'short'.

scot, n., contribution, tax. — ME., prob. fr. ON.
skot, which is rel. to OE. sceot, 'shot, reckoning,

contribution', fr. sceatan, 'to shoot, contribute',

and to Du. schol, G. Schojl, 'tax, contribution".

OF. escot (whence F. ^cot), 'share', is a Teut.

loan word. See shoot and shot, 'share, contribu-

tion*, which is a doublet of scot.

Scot, n. — ME. Scottes (pi.), fr. OE. Scottas

(pi.), fr. Late L. Scotl, Scotti, 'the Irish', fr. Olr.

Scuils (sing. Scot), 'the Irish'. Cp. Scotch, Scot-

tice.

scotch, tr. v., to cut, make an incision. — ME.
scocchen, fr. AF. escocher, fr. OF. (= F.) cache,

'a notch, nick, nock of an arrow' (rel. to It.

caeca, of s.m., OProven?. encacar, 'to make an
incision'), fr. VL. *cocca, fr. L. coccum, 'grain

of the kermes, excrescence of a plant', fr. Gk.
xoxxo;, of s.m. See coccus and cp. the second
element in hopscotch.

Derivative: scotch, a cut, incision, line.

scotch, n., a block. — Of unknown origin.

Derivative: scotch, tr. v., to block.

Scotch, adj. and n. — Contraction of Scottish.

scoter, n., a sea duck of the genera Oidemia and
Melanitta.— Prob. rel. to ON. skoti, 'a shooter',

skjota, 'to shoot out'; so called from its swift

movements (cp. darter, a name denoting the

snakebir4). See shoot and cp. scout, the guille-

mot.

scotia, n., a concave molding at the base of a

column. — L.,. fr. Gk. axoxia, 'darkness; a
\sunken molding- (so called from the shadow

cast by its surface), fr. ctx6to?, 'darkness'. See

scoto-.

Scotice, adv., in the Scottish language. — ML.
Scatice, adv. of Scoticus, 'Scottish'. For the i^.

adverbial suff. -ice cp. romance.

Scotism, n., the scholastic philosophy of Duns
Scotus. — Formed from the name of the Scot-

tish philosopher Duns Scotus (died in 1 308) with

suif. -ism.

Scotist, n., an adherent of Scotism. — See prec.

word and -ist.

scoto-, combining form meaning 'darkness'. —
Gk. axoTO-, fr. oxotoc, 'darkness', which is

cognate with Goth, skadus, OE. sceadu, 'shade'.

See shade and cp. scotia.

scotodinia, n., dizziness accompanied by head-

ache and dimness of sight {med.) — Medical L.,

compounded of Gk. oxotoc, 'darkness' (see

scoto-), and Sivo?, 'whirling, rotation, vertigo'.

See dinus.

scotograph, n., an instrument for writing in the

dark or for the use of the blind.— Compounded
of scoto- and Gk. -ypatpo;, fr. YpaqjEiv, 'to

write'. See -graph.

scotoma, n., a blind or dark spot (med.) — Late

L., fr. Gk. ax6Tci)[xa, 'dimness of vision, dizzi-

ness', fr. axoTo?, 'darkness'. See scoto- and
-oma.

Scots, adj. and n. — Fr. earlier Scottis, Northern
ME. var. of Scottish.

Scottice, adv., in the Scottish language. — A var.

spelling of Scotice.

Scotticism, n., a Scottish idiom or expression. —
Formed with suff". -ism fr. Late L. Scoticus,

Scotticus, 'Scottish, Scotch'. See Scot, Scots.

Scotticize, tr. and intr. v. — Formed with suff.

-ize fr. Late L. Scoticus, Scotticus. See prec.

word.
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Scottish, adj. and n.— ME. Scottisc, fr. Late OE.

Scottisc, formed fr. OE. Scottas (pi.) 'Scots',

with suff. -isc. See Scot and adj. suflf. -ish and

cp. Scots,

scoundrel, n., a rascal. — Of uncertain origin.

Perh. fr. AF. escoundre, corresponding to OF.

escondre, 'to hide; to hide oneself, fr. VL. *ex-

condere, fr. L. ex (see 1st ex-) and condere, 'to

hide'. See abscond and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: scoundrel-ism, n., scoundrel-ly, adv.

scour, tr. v., to pass over quickly; intr. v. to run

quickly. — ME. scouren, prob. a blend of ON.

(= Swed.) skura, 'to rush' (see shower), and OF.

escorre, 'to run out', fr. L. excurrere (see ex-

cursion). Cp. scurry.

Derivative; scour, n., a rush.

scour, tr. and intr. v., to clean by rubbing.— ME.

scouren, fr. MDu. schuren, 'to polish, clean', fr.

OF. escurer (F. ecurer), fr. L. excurare, 'to take

good care of (whence also Sp. and OProven?.

escurar), fr. 1st ex- and curare, 'to take care of,

fr. cura, 'care'. See cure, n.

Derivatives: scour, n., a scouring, cleansing,

scour-age, n., scour-ed, adj., scour-er, n., scour-

ing, n.

scourge, n. — ME. scorge, scourge, fr. AF. escor-

ge, fr. OF. escorgier, 'to whip' (whence OF.

escorgiee, F. escourgee, ecourgee, 'whip,

scourge'), fr. VL. *ex-corrigiata, 'whip', fr. L.

ex- (see 1st ex-) and corrigia, 'shoestring, strap',

which is cogn. with Olr. cuimrech, 'fetter'. Both

L. corrigia and Olr. cuimrech are compound

words. For the first element of these words see

com-. The second element derives fr. I.-E. base

*reig-, *rig-, 'to bind', whence also W. rhwym,

'fetter', perh. also MHG. ric, gen. rickes, 'band,

fetter', ricken, 'to ti»lup'.

scourge, tr. v.— ME. scorgen, scourgen, fr. scorge,

scourge. See scourge, n.

scouse, n., a sailor's dish. — Short for lobscouse.

scout, n., spy, watchman. — ME. scoute, fr. OF.

escoute, 'listener, scout, spy', fr. escolter, escou-

ter (F. ecouter), 'to listen', fr. VL. ascultdre, the

beginning of this word having been mistaken for

the pref. ad-, a- (see ad-), and changed into ex-,

e- (see 1st ex-), ult. fr. L. auscultdre, 'to hear

with attention, listen to'. See auscultation.

Derivative: scout, intr. v. (q.v.)

scout, intr. v., to act as a scout. — ME. scouten,

fr. scoute, 'scout'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: scout-er, n., scout-ing, n. and adj.,

scout-ing-ly, adv.

scout, tr. v., to treat as absurd, to reject. — Of

Scand. origin. Cp. ON. skuta, 'a taunt'.

scout, n., the guillemot, the pufiBn.— Prob. a var.

of scoter.

scout, n., a Dutch vessel. — MDu. schute (Du.

schuit). Cp. schuit.

scow, n., a large, flat-bottomed lighter. — Du.

schouw, fr. MDu. scouwe, related to MDu.
scolde, scoelde, scoude, of s.m., and to OS.

scaldan, 'to push a boat from the shore*.

scowl, intr. v., to frown. — ME. scoulen, sculen,

of Scand. origin; cp. Dan. skule, 'to scowl',

which is prob. rel. to OE. sceolh, 'wry, oblique',

sceoleagede, 'squint-eyed', OHG. scelah, 'curv-

ed' (whence MHG. schelch, G. scheel, 'squint-

eyed'), fr. L-E. base *sqel-, 'crooked, curved,

bent'. See scalene and cp. skulk. Cp. also

Schiller.

Derivatives: scowl, n., scowl-er, n., scowl-ing,

adj., scowl-ing-ly, adv.

scrabble, intr. v., to scrawl. — Du. schrabbelen,

'to scratch', freq. of schrabben, 'to scrape'. See

scrape and verbal suff. -le and cp. scramble.

Derivatives: scrabble, n., scrabbl-er, n.

scrag, n., 1) a lean person or animal; 2) anything

thin. — Prob. of Scand. origin. Cp. Norw.

skragg, 'a lean person', skraggen, 'lean, scraggy',

Dan. skrog, 'a carcass', Icel. skroggsligr, 'lean,

scraggy', and E. shrink.

Derivatives: scragg-y, adj., scragg-i-ly, adv.,

scragg-i-ness, n.

scramble, intr. and tr. v. — A nasalized form of

scrabble.

Derivatives: scramble, n., scrambl-er, n.,

scrambl-ing, adj., scrambl-ing-ly, adv., scrambl-

y, adj.

scran, n., broken victuals. — Of uncertain origin.

Cp. ON. skran, 'rubbish'.

scrannel, n., thin, weak. — Of Scand. origin. Cp.

Norw. skran, 'lean, thin'. Cp. also scrawny,

scrap, n., a small piece, fragment, of anything. —
ON. skrap, 'scrapings', fr. skrapa, 'to scrape'.

See scrape.

Derivatives: scrap, tr. v., scrapp-age, n., scrapp-

y, adj., scrapp-i-ly, adv., scrapp-i-ness, n.

scrap, n,, a fight; intr. v., to fight (slang). — Fr.

scrape.

Derivative: scrapp-er, n.

scrapable, adj. — Formed from next word with

suff. -able,

scrape, tr. and intr. v. — ME. scrapien, scrapen,

fr. ON. skrapa, 'to scratch out'; rel. to OE.

scrapian, screpan, 'to scrape', Du. schrapen,

schrabben, G. schrappen, of s.m., and cogn. with

Lett, skrabt, 'to scrape, scratch', Lith. skrebeti,

'to rustle', Russ. skrebu, skrest', 'to scrape',

skrobota, 'scurvy', lit. 'scrape, scratch'. Cp.

scrap, scrabble. Cp. also scurvy, n., sgraffito,

scratch, tr. and intr. v. — A blend of obsol. E.

scrat (fr. ME. scratte, 'scratch'), and ME. crac-

chen, 'to scratch', which are rel. to Swed. kratta,

MDu. cratsen, Du. krassen, OHG. krazzon,

MHG., G. kratzen, 'to scratch', ON. krota, 'to

engrave', Norw. krota, 'to cut out'. Alb. gefuan,

kruah, 'I scrape, grate', gefuse, krus(e), 'scraper',

are prob. cogn. with the above words. F. gratter,

OProveng. gratar. It. grattare, 'to scrape', are

borrowed fr. Teutonic. See the verb cratch and

cp. grate, 'to scrape, rub'.

Derivatives: scratch, n. and adj., scratch-er, n.,

scratch-y, adj., scratch-i-ly, adv., scratch-i-ness,

n.
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scrawl, intr. and tr. v., to write carelessly; to

scribble. — Of uncertain origin. Perh. a blend
of scribble and crawl.

Derivatives: scrawl, n., scrawl-er, n., scrawl-y,

adj., scrawl-i-ness, n.

scrawny, adj., thin. — Of Scand. origin. Cp.
Norw. skran, 'lean, thin', and see scranneL

Derivative: scrawn-i-ness, n.

scray, n., the common tern. — W. yscraen, 'tern'.

screak, intr. v., and n.— ON. sknekja, rel. to OS.
skrikan, 'to screech', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qrei-. See
scream and cp. screech,

scream, intr. and tr. v. — ME. scremen, fr. ON.
skrxma, 'to terrify, scare', rel. to Swed. scrana,

'to scream', OS., OHG. scrian, MHG. schrlen,

G. schreien, 'to cry', fr. I.-E. base *{s)qrei-,

whence also ON. hreimr, 'scream, cry', hrlna, 'to

squeak, squeal', L. crimen, 'complaint, crime',

orig. 'cry of distress' ; see crime and cp. screak,

screech. Base *(s)ijrei- is an enlargement of the

imitative base *qer-; see raven.

Derivatives: scream, n., scream-er, a., scream-

ing, adj. and n., scream-ing-ly, adv., scream-y,

adj., scream-i-ness, n.

scree, n., a pebble; a stone.— Back formation fr.

scree(th)es (cp. the pronunciation of clothes), fr.

ON. skrida, 'landslide', fr. skrida, 'to glide,

slide', which is rel. to OE. scrldan, 'to move
smoothly, move around, glide', OS. skrldan,

Du. schrijden, OHG. scrltan, MHG. schriten, G.
schreiten, 'to stride', and prob. cogn. with Lith.

skriesti, 'to turn, twist', skrytis, 'felly of a
wheel', OPruss. scritayle, of s.m., Lett, skritulis,

'wheel'.

screech, intr. and tr. v. — Fr. earlier scrltch,

which derives from the I.-E. imitative base

*(s)qrei-. See scream and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also shriek, which is a doublet of
screech.

Derivatives: screech, n., screech-er, n., screech-

ing, adj. and n., screech-ing-ly, adv., screech-y,

adj., screech-i-ly, adv., screech-i-ness, n.

screed, n., orig. a strip torn off; whence 1) a long
list; 2) a long tiresome discourse, spoken or

written. — ME. screde, fr. OE. screade, 'shred';

Scot, and North E. var. of shred (q.v.)

screed, tr. v., to repeat glibly; intr. v., to make a

sound as oftearing into shreds.— Orig. 'to tear',

fr. OE. screadian, fr. screade. See screed, n.

screen, n.— ME. scren, fr. OF. escren, escran (F.

ecran), fr. MDu. (= Du.) scherm, 'screen',

which is rel. to OHG. skirm, skerm, 'protection'.

See skirmish.

Derivatives: screen, tr. and intr. v., screen-able,

adj., screen-age, n., screen-ed, adj., screen-er, n.,

screen-ing, n. and adj., screen-ings, n. pi.

screw, n. — Fr. earlier scrue, fr. OF. escroue (F.

icrou), 'female screw', fr. L. scroba, a collateral

form of scrofa, 'sow', used metaphorically to

denote the female screw. Cp. It. scrofula, 'female

screw". For sense development cp. Port, porca.

Span, puerca, 'female screw', fr. L. porca, 'sow'.

Du. schroef, MHG. schrube (whence G. Schrau-
be), 'screw', are French loan words. For the

etymology of L. scrofa see scrofula.

Derivatives: screw, tr. and intr. v., screw-ed,

adj., screw-er, n., screw-ing, n. and adj., screw-

less, adj., screw-y, adj.

scribal, adj. — Formed fr. scribe with adj. suff.

-al.

scribble, tr. and intr. v., to write carelessly. —
ME. scriblen, fr. ML. scribilldre, 'to write very

often, write hastily', freq. of L. scribere, 'to

write'. See scribe.

Derivatives: scribbl-age, n., scribble, n., scribbl-

ed, adj., scribble-ment, n., scribbl-ing, adj.,

scribbling-ly, adv.

scribble, tr. v., to card roughly.— Prob. of Scand.
origin; cp. Swed. skrubbla, 'to card wool', freq.

of skrubba, 'to scrub'. See scrub and freq. suff.

-le.

Derivatives: scribbl-er, n., scribbl-ing-ly, adv.

scribe, n. — ME., fr. L. scrlba, 'a public writer,

clerk, scribe', fr. scribere, pp. scrlptus, 'to write',

fr. I.-E. base *sqeribh-, 'to scratch', whence also

Umbr. screhto, 'written' (= L. scrtptum), Gk.
c[xapT9aCTfl-ai, 'to scratch', axdtpltpo;, 'a stile for

drawing outUnes, a sketch'. OE. scrlfan, 'to al-

lot, assign, impose, to shrive', scrift, 'legal pen-

alty, penance; confessor', ON. skript, 'penance,

confession', OHG. scriban (whence MHG.
schrlben, G. schreiben), ODu. scrlvan (whence
Du. schrijven), OFris. skriva, OS. scriban, 'to

write', are Latin loan words. For the sense devel-

opment of L. scribere, 'to write', from a base

meaning 'to tear, scratch', cp. E. write. Cp. ad-

script, ascribe, ascription, circumscribe, circum-

scription, conscribe, conscript, conscription, de-

scribe, description, escritoire, imperscriptible,

inscribe, inscription, interscription, manuscript,

postscript, prescribe, prescription, proscribe, pro-

scription, rescript, scarify, scribble, 'to write

carelessly', script, scriptorium, scripture, scrive,

scrivener, shrift, shrive, Slirovetide, subscribe,

subscription, superscribe, superscription, tran-

scribe, transcription.

Derivatives: scribe, tr. v., scrib-er, n., scrib-ing,

n.

scrim, n., a cloth used in upholstery, etc. — Of
unknown origin.

scrimmage, n. — A var. of skirmish (through the

intermediary form scrimmish). Cp. scrummage.
Derivative: scrimmag-er, n.

scrimp, tr. v., to make too small; intr. v., to be
sparing. — Cp. Dan. skrumpe, Swed. skrympa,
MDu. scrompelen, Du. schrompelen, G. schrum-

pfen, 'to shrink', and see shrink.

Derivatives: scrimp-ed, adj., scrimp-y, adj.

scrinium, n., a case for books in medieval li-

braries. — L. scrinium, 'a case for keeping
books'. See shrine.

scrip, n., a small bag.— ME. scrippe, rel. to ON.
skreppa, 'scrip', fr. Merovingian L. scrippa,

'scrip', metathesized fr. L. scirpea, 'basket made
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of rushes', subst. use of the fern, of the adj. scir-

peus, 'made of rushes', fr. scirpus, 'rush'. See

Scirpus and cp. words there referred to.

scrip, n., a writing, a provisional certificate. —
Short for subscription.

Derivative: scrip-ee, n.

script, n. — Late ME., fr. OF. escript (also

eicnf,whence F. ecrit), fr.L. scriptum, 'something

written', neut. pp. of scribere, 'to write'. See

scribe and cp. words there referred to.

scriptorium, n., a writing room esp. that of a mon-

astery. — Late L., prop. neut. of L. scriptorius,

'pertaining to writing', fr. scrlptus, pp. of scri-

bere. See scribe and subst. suflf. -ory and cp.

escritoire, which is a doublet of scriptorium.

scripture, n. — ME., fr. L. scriptura, fr. scrlptus,

pp. of scribere, 'to write'. See scribe and -ure.

Derivatives : 5cri>f«/--a/, adj., Scriptur-al-ism, n.,

Scriptur-al-ist, n.', scriptur-al-ly, adv., Scriptur-

ist, n.

scrive, tr. and intr. v., to write.— ME. scriven, fr.

OF. escrivre (whence OF. escrire, F. ecrire), fr.

L. scribere, 'to write'. See scribe,

scrivello, n., an elephant's tusk. — Port, escrevel-

ho.

scrivener, n. — ME. scriveiner, fr. earlier scrivein,

fr. OF. escrivain (F. ecrivain), fr. Late L. scrl-

bdnus, fr. L. scribere, 'to write'. See scribe and

agential suff. -er.

scrobe, n., a groove {zool.) — L. scrobis, 'ditch,

trench', which is cogn. with Lett, skrabt, 'to

hollow out, scrape', skrabindt, 'to gnaw at', ON.

skarpr, OE. scearp, 'sharp'. See sliarp and cp.

next word.

scrobiculate, adj., marked by depressions ibot.

and zool.) — Formed with suff. -ate fr. L. scro-

biculus, dimin. o( scrobis. See prec. word.

scrod, n., a young codfish. — Prob. of Dutch ori-

gin. Cp. MDu. schrode, 'a piece cut off', which

is rel. to OE. screade, 'shred'. See shred.

scrofula, n., tuberculosis, esp. of the lymphatic

glands. — ML., fr. L. scrofulae (pi.) 'swelling of

the glands', lit. 'little pigs', dimin. of scrofa, 'a

breeding sow', which is perh. a loan word from

Gk. YpoiJ.9(x?, explained by Hesychius as 5? nn.-

Xaia ('old pig'). For sense development cp. Gk.

Xoipdc?, 'scrofula', which is rel. to xoipo?. 'P'S'.

and Alb. suta, 'swollen glands', which is rel. to

&i, 'pig'. For the change of Gk. ypon9a? to L.

scrofa cp. L. scriita, 'broken fragments, trash,

rubbish', fr. Gk. ypurr, (see scrutator). Cp.

Scrophularia. Cp. also screw. For the ending of

L. scrofulae see suff. -ule.

Derivatives: scroful-ism, n., scroful-ous, adj.,

scroful-ous-ly, adv., scroful-ous-ness, n.

scroggy, adj., stunted. — A var. of scraggy.

scroll, n. — Fr. earlier scrowle, fr. OF. escroele,

'piece, shred', dimin. of escroe, 'shred' (whence

F. ecrou, 'entry into the prison roll'), fr. Frank-

ish *skrdda, 'shred', which is rel. to MDu.

schroode, 'shred', OHO. scrot, 'a cut', MHG.
schrot, 'a cutting, a wound', G. Schrot, 'log.
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block, small shot'. See shred and cp. escrow. The

spelling of scroll is due to an association of this

word with the noun roll.

Derivatives :5cro//, intr. and tr. v., scro/Z-et/, adj.,

scroU-ery, n.

scroop, intr. v., to creak, grate; n., a grating

sound. — Of imitative origin.

Scrophularia, n., a genus of plants, the figwort

(iof.)— ModL., fr. ML. scrofula (see scrofula);

so called because it is a reputed remedy for

scrofula.

Scrophulariaceae, n. pi., the figwort family {hot.)

ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

scrophulariaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

scrotal, adj., pertaining to the scrotum. — Form-

ed fr. scrotum with adj. suff. -al.

scrotitis, n., inflammation of the scrotum {med.)

— A Medical L. hybrid formed fr. L. scrotum

and Gk. suff. -tri?. See scrotum and -itis.

scrotocele, n., hernia of the scrotum {med.) — A
Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. scrotum and Gk.

xrjXv], 'a swelling, tumor'. See scrotum and -cele.

scrotum, n., the bag of skin that contains the

testicles {anat.) — L. scrotum, rel. to scrautum,

'quiver from arrows', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qreu-t-,

a dental enlargement of *{s)qreu-, 'to cut or

break to pieces'. See shred, n., and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivative: scrot-al, adj.

scrounge, tr. and intr. v., to pilfer (slang). — Cp.

dial. E. scrunge, 'to squeeze' ; of uncertain ori-

gin.

Derivative: scroung-er, n.

scrub, n., a stunted tree. — Dial. Dan. skrub,

'brushwood'. See shrub, 'a woody plant'.

scrub, adj., stunted. — Fr. prec. word.

Derivatives: scrubb-y, adj., scrubb-i-ness, n.

scrub, tr. and intr. v., to clean by rubbing. —
MDu. schrubben (Du. schrobben); cp. Dan.

skrubbe, Swed. skrubba. Scrub orig. meant 'to

clean by rubbing with a scrub'. See prec. word.

For sense development cp. broom and brush.

Derivatives: scrub, n., scrubb-er, n.

scruff, n., the nape. — Fr. earlier scuft, scuff, fr.

ON. skopt, 'hair on the head', which is rel. to

Goth, skuft, MHG, schopf, of s.m., G. Schopf,

'tuft', and possibly cogn. with Czech and Russ.

iup, cub, 'tuft', Serb. Cupa, 'tuft, hair'. It. ciuffo,

'tuft, tassel', is a Teut. loan word. Cp. scut,

sbeaf.

scrummage, n., usually abbreviated into scrum

(Rugby football). — A var. of scrimmage.

Derivatives: scrummage, tr. and intr. v.,

scrummag-er, n.

scrumptious, adj., fine, delicious. — Invented

word prob. influenced by sumptuous.

Derivatives: scrumptious-ly, adv., scrumptious-

ness, n.

scrunch, v. and n. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

crunch.
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scruple, n., 1) an apothecary's weight equal to

twenty grains; 2) doubt or hesitation arising

from the difficulty of deciding what is right or
expedient. — F. scruple, fr. L. scrupulus, 'small,

sharp stone, weight, one twenty-fourth of the

ounce, scruple; difiiculty, anxiety', dimin. of
scrupus, 'a sharp piece of stone; arudety, solici-

tude, uneasiness', which prob. derives fr. I.-E.

*sqreu-p-, -;)-enlargement of *sqreu-, 'to cut or

break to pieces'. See shred and cp. scrupulous.

Derivatives : scruple, intr. and tr. v., scrupl-er, n.

scrupulosity, n. — F. scrupulosite, fr. L. scrupulo-

sitatem, ace. of scrupulositds, 'over-nicety', fr.

scrupulosus. See next word and -ity.

scrupulous, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) scrupu-

leux (fem. scrupuleuse), fr. L. scrupulosus, 'full

of sharp stones ; very nice, exact', fr. scrupulus.

See scruple and -ous.

Derivatives : scrupulous-ly, adv., scrupulous-ness,

n.

scrutable, adj. — Formed with suff. -able fr. L.

scrHtdrl. See scrutator.

Derivative: scrutabil-ity, n.

scrutate, tr. v., to investigate. — L. scrutdtus, pp.
otscrHtdrl. See next word and verbal suff. -ate.

scrutator, n., one who investigates. — L. scruta-

tor, 'scrutinizer, examiner, investigator', fr.

scrutdtus, pp. of scrOtdri. See next word and
agential suff. -or.

scrutiny, n., close examination. — L. scrutinium,

'search, investigation, scrutiny', fr. scrutdrl, 'to

search, examine, investigate', fr. scruta (gen.

-drum), 'broken stuff, trash, frippery', fr. l.-E.

*(s)qreu-t-, a dental enlargement of base

*{s)qreu-, 'to cut or break to pieces'. See shred

and cp. scrutator.

Derivatives: scrutin-eer, n., scrutin-ize, tr. v.,

scrutin-iz-ation, n., scrutin-iz-er, n., scrutin-ous,

adj.

scry, tr. v., to descry. — Aphetic for descry.

Derivatives: scry-er, n., scry-ing, n.

scuba, n.— Formed from the initials ofthe words
jelf-contained «nderwater breathing apparatus.

scud, intr. v., to move quickly. — Of Scand. ori-

gin. Cp. Norw. skudda, 'to shove, push', and
E. scuttle, 'to hurry'.

Derivative: scud, n., the act of scudding; clouds

driven quickly by the wind.

scudo, n., an old Italian silver coin. — It., lit. 'a

shield', fr. L. scUtum. See scutum,

scuff, tr. and intr. v., to shuflfle,— Of Scand. ori-

gin. Cp. Swed. skuffa, 'to shove, push', and see

shove. Cp. also next word.

scuffle, intr. and tr. v. — Freq. of prec. word. See
verbal suff. -le. Cp. shuffle.

Derivatives: scuffle, n., scuffl-er, n.

scull, n., oar. — ME., of unknown origin.

Derivatives ; scull, tr. and intr. v., scuU-er, n.

scullery, n., a room for cleansing dishes. — ME.,
fr. OF. escuelerie, fr. escuelier, 'keeper of the

dishes', fr. escuele (F. icuelle), 'dish', fr. L.

scutella, 'salver, waiter', dimin. of scutula, 'a

small tray or dish', which itself is a dimin. of
s'cutra, 'a flat tray, dish'. Cp. It. scodella,

OProven?. escodella, Sp. escodilla, which all

derive fr. L. scutella, and see scuttle, 'receptacle',

and -ery.

scullion, n., 1) a servant who does menial services

in the kitchen; 2) a low person. — ME. sculion,

fr. OF. escovillon, escouillon (F. ecouvUlon),

'swab, dishclout', dimin. of escouve (whence the

F. dimin. ecouvette), 'a broom', fr. L. scopa,

'broom', which stands in gradational relation-

ship to scdpus, 'shaft, stem'; see shaft, 'stem,

stock', and cp. scape, 'shaft'.

sculp, tr. v., to carve, sculpture. — Back forma-
tion fr. sculpture,

sculpin, n., any of a group of spiny, usually

scaleless seafishes. — Prob. a corruption of F.

scorpene or It. scorpina, fr. L. scorpaena, 'the

sea scorpion'. See Scorpaenidae.

sculpsit, n. — L., 'he carved', 3rd pers. sing. perf.

indie, of sculpere. See next word.

sculptor, n. — L., 'one who cuts or carves', fr.

sculptus, pp. of sculpere, 'to carve', which is rel.

to scalpere, 'to cut, carve, scrape'. See scalpel

and agential suff. -or.

sculptress, n., a female sculptor. — See prec.

word and 1st -ess.

sculpture, n. — ME., fr. L. sculptura, 'a carving',

fr. sculptus, pp. of sculpere. See sculptor and
-ure.

Derivatives: sculpture, tr. and intr. v., sculp-

turesque (q.v.)

sculpturesque, adj. — See sculpture and -esque.

Derivatives: sculpturesque-ly, adv., sculptur-

esque-ness, n.

scum, n. — MDu. schum(e) (Du. schuim), rel. to

ON. skum, Dan., Swed., Norw. skum, OHG.
scum, MHG. schum, schoum, G. Schaum, 'foam,

froth'; perh. fr. I.-E. base *sqeu-, 'to cover'.

See sky and cp. next word. Cp. also skim and
the second element in meerschaum. Cp. also

scutum, scuttle.

Derivatives: scum, tr. and intr. v., scumm-er, n.,

scumm-ing, verbal n., scumm-y, adj.

scumble, tr. v., to add a thin opaque coat of

color (paint.) — Formed fr. scum with freq.

suff. -le.

Derivatives: scumble, n., scumbt-ing, n.

scuncheon, sconcheon, n., jamb of doors or win-

dows, cornerstone (archit.) — ME. sconcheon,

sconchon, fr. MF. escoinson (F. icoinfon, e'coin-

son), formed fr. es- (fr. L. ex) and coin, 'corner',

fr. L. cuneus. See 1st ex- and coin and cp.

squinch. Cp. also esconson, which is a doublet of
scuncheon.

scup, n., an edible fish (Stenotomus chrysops). —
Shortened fr. Algonquian mishcup, lit. 'the big-

scaled (fish)'.

scupper, n., a cut through a ship's side to let the

water flow overboard. — Shortened fr. earlier

scupper-hole; rel. to Du. schop, 'shovel', and to

scoop (q.v.)



scupper

scupper, tr. v., to massacre in a surprise attack

(slang). — Of uncertain origin.

scurf, n. — ME., fr. ON. *skurfr, inferred fr.

skurfiottr), 'scurfy' ; fr. Teut. base seen in OE.

sceorfan, 'to gnaw at, bite' ; rel. to ON. skarpr,

OE. scearp, 'sharp' (see sharp). Cp. Dan. skurv,

Swed. skorv, MDu. scorf(t), Du. schurft, OHG.
scorf, MLG., MHG., G. schorf, 'scurf. Cp.

also scurvy, adj.

Derivatives: scurf-y, adj., scurf-i-ness, n.

scurrile, adj., scurrilous (archaic). — L. scurrilis,

'like a buffoon', fr. scurra, 'buffoon', an Etrus-

can loan word; not cogn. with Gk. crxaSpEtv, 'to

skip, dance, bound'.

Derivatives; scurrility, n. (q.v.), scurril-ous, adj.,

scurril-ous-ly, adv.

scurrility, n. — L. scurrilitds, 'buffoonery', fr.

scurrilis. See prec. word and -ity.

scurry, intr. v., to hurry. — A blend of scour, 'to

run quickly', and hurry.

Derivative; scurry, n.

scurvy, n. — Like Du. scheurbuik and G. Schar-

bock, 'scurvy' derived fr. ML. scorbutus (whence

also It. scorbuto, Sp., Port, escorbutd), fr. Russ.

skrobota, 'scrape, scratch'; see Kluge-Mitzka,

EWDS., p. 712 s.v. Skorbut. Russ. skrobota is

rel. to Russ. skrebii, skrest', 'to scrape', and

cogn. with E. scrape (q.v.) The noun scurvy was

influenced in form by the adj. scurvy.

scurvy, adj., mean, low, contemptible.— Formed

fr. scurf with adj. suff. -y. The original meaning

was 'scurfy'. Cp. scurvy, n.

Derivatives: scurvi-ly, adv., scurvi-ness, n.

scut, n., the short tail of an animal, esp. of a hare

or rabbit. — Prob. fr. ON. skopl, 'hair of the

head, fox's brush'. See scruff,

scutage, n., money paid by a knight in lieu of

military service (feudal law). — ML. scUtagium,

lit. 'shield money', fr. L. scutum, 'shield'. See

scutum and -age.

scutal, adj., pertaining to a scutum (bot. and

zool.) — Formed fr. scutum with adj. suff.

-al.

scutate, adj., shieldlike (bot. and zool.) — L.

scutdtus, 'armed with a shield', fr. scutum. See

scutum and adj. suff. -ate.

scutch, tr. v., to separate the fibers of flax from

the woody parts. — Obsol. F. escoucher (F.

ecoucher), 'to scutch', fr. MF., fr. VL. *excu-

ticdre, 'to skin, flay', fr. L. ex, 'out of (see 1st

ex-), and cutis, 'skin'. See hide, 'skin', and cp.

cutis, cuticle.

scutcheon, n., escutcheon. — Aphetic for escut-

cheon,

scutcher, n., a swingle. — Formed fr. scutch with

subst. suff. -er.

scute, n., a scutum (zool.) — L. scutum, 'shield'.

See scutum.

Scutellaria, n., a genus of plants, the skullcap

(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. scutella, 'a dish', dimin.

of scutum (see scutum and -aria); so called in

allusion to the appendage of the calyx.
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scutellate, adj., covered with scutella (bot. and

zool.)— Formed from next word with adj. suff.

-ate.

scutellum, n., a small scale or plate (hot. and zooi:)

— ModL., 'a little shield', dimin. of L. scutum.

See scutum,

scutiform, adj., shield-shaped. — Compounded

of L. scUtum, 'shield', a.nA forma, 'form, shape'.

See scutum and form, n.

scutter, intr. v., to run in haste; n., a hasty

running. — Altered fr. scuttle,

scuttle, n., a metal receptacle. — ME. scutel, fr.

OE. scutel, 'dish, bowl', fr. L. scutella, 'salver,

waiter', dimin. of scutula, 'a small tray or dish',

which itself is a dimin. of scutra, 'a flat tray,

dish'. The orig. meaning was prob. 'a leather

vessel', fr. scutum, 'shield', orig. 'a leather

shield'. See scutum and cp. scullery, skillet,

scuttle, n., an opening with a lid or cover to it; a

hatchway in the deck of a ship. — ME. skottell,

fr. MF. escoutilles (F. ecoutille), fr. Sp. escotilla,

'hatchway', fr. escote, 'sloping of a jacket,

tucker in a garment'. For sense development cp.

Sp. escotar, 'to cut out a hole (esp. in a gar-

ment)', escotadura, 'sloping of a jacket; a trap

door'. Sp. escote is a loan word fr. Goth.

skauts, 'seam, hem of a garment'. See sheet,

'piece of cloth'.

Derivative: scuttle, tr. v., to cut holes in the

bottom or sides of a ship.

scuttle, intr. v., to hurry; to run away. — A var.

of scuddle, freq. of scud (q.v.)

scutum, n., a shield. — L. scUtum, 'shield', prob.

for *sqeutom, and lit. meaning 'a covering

shield', fr. I.-E. base *(s)qeu-t-, 'to cover',

whence also Gk. kuto?, 'skin, cover", axu-roi;,

'leather', OE. hyd, 'skin'. See hide, 'skin', and

cp. cutis, cuticle. Cp. also ecu, equerry, escut-

cheon, esquire, scudo, scum, scutch, Scutellaria,

scutellum, scutiform, scuttle, 'receptacle'. Cp.

also sky.

scybalum, n., constipated fecalmass in the bowels

(med.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ciy-uPocXov, 'dung, ex-

crement', which is of uncertain origin. Accord-

ing to Suidas it is an alteration of K'j(Jt(iaX6v

Tt ov, i.e. t6 Toi? xual paW.ofxsvov, 'that

which is cast before the dogs'. See hound, 'dog",

and ballistic.

Scylla, n., a seamonster dwelling on a rock in the

strait of Messina (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.

SxiiXXa, which is of uncertain origin. It is pos-

sibly rel. to axuXXciv, 'to tear", and lit. means

'the tearing one'. Gk. (txuXXeiv prob. stands in

gradational relationship to dxaXXeiv, 'to stir up,

hoe', which derives fr. I.-E. base *(s)qel-, 'to

cut, cleave, spUt'. See scale, 'a weighing instru-

ment'.

scyphi-, scypho-, combining form meaning 'cup".

— Gk. ocuipi-, CXU90-, fr. avii<fo<;, 'cup'. See

next word.

scy^us, n., a kind of deep cup (Greek Antiq.) —
L., 'cup', fr. Gk. ay.ii<poc, which prob. stands in

I

140/

gradational relationship to axaruTEiv, 'to hollow
out'. See scapho-.

Derivative: scyph-ose, adj.

scythe, n., a mowing implement.— ME. sithe, fr.

OE. sigde, side, rel. to MLG. segede, sigde,

MDu. sichte (Du zickt), OHG. segensa, seginsa,

MHG. segense, seinse, sense, G. Sense, fr. I.-E.

base *seq-, 'to cut'. See section and cp. saw, 'a

cutting instrument'.

Derivative: scythe, tr. v.

Scythian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Scythia, fr. Gk. Lzu^ia, 'the country of the

Scythians', fr. Sicu&v)?, 'a Scythian'.

se-, pref.— L. se-, a collateral form of sed-, 'aside,

apart', rel. to the prep, sed, se, 'without', and
to the conjunction sed, 'but', fr. I.-E. reflexive

base *swe-, *se-, whence also OSlav. sv^-ne,

svg-ni, 'without'. See secret, sedition, sedulous,

select, separate, severus, solve. See also ebriety,

sober, idio-. See also zenith. For an enlarged

form of the above base see sine and prep.

sunder.

sea, n. — ME. see, fr. OE. sie, 'sea, lake', rel. to

OS. SCO, "sea; lake', OFris. se, 'sea', MDu. see,

Du. zee, 'sea', OHG. seo, se, MHG. se, G. See,

'sea; lake', ON. sxr, sjdr, 'sea', Dan. se, Swed.

sjo, Norw. sje, 'sea; lake', Goth, saiws, 'lake'.

Cp. soul.

Derivative; sea, adj.

sea kale, n., a European plant. — Compounded
of sea and kale.

seal, n., a marine, fish-eating mammal. — ME.
sele, fr. OE. seolh, rel. to ON. selr, Dan. sail,

Swed. sjol, MLG. sel, OHG. selah.

Derivatives: seal, intr. v., to hunt seals, seal-er,

n., seal-ery, n., seal-ing, n.

seal, n., imprint, impression.— ME. seel, sele, fr.

OF. seel (F. sceau), fr. VL. *sigellum (whence

also It. suggello, OProven?. sael, Sp. and Port.

sella), dissimilated fr. L. sigitlum, 'a little mark,

small figure, seal', dimin. oi signum, 'sign'. Cp.

OFris. sigel, MDu seghel (Du. zegel), 'seal',

MHG. sigel (G. Siegel), Dan. segl, Swed. sigill,

of s.m., which all are borrowed fr. L. sigillum.

See sign and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: seal-less, adj.

seal, tr. v., to affix a seal to.— ME. selen, fr. OF.
seeler (F. sceller), fr. seel, 'seal'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: seal-ed, adj., seal-ing, n.

Sealyham terrier, a breed of terriers. — So

called after Sealy Ham, a place in Pembroke-

shire (Wales).

seam, n., suture.— ME. sem, seem, fr. OE. seam,

rel. to ON. saumr, OHG., MHG. soum, G.

Saum, and cogn. with Ol. syuman-, 'ite, band',

Gk. '^]rr;^, 'membrane', and OPruss. schumeno,

'shoemaker's thread', fr. I.-E. base *syu-, *siw-,

'to sew'. See sew and cp. suture, hymen.

Derivatives: seam, tr. v., seam-ing, n., seam-less,

adj.

seam, n., an old measure of weight. — ME. sem,

seem, fr. OE. seam, 'burden, load', fr. VL. sau-

seat

ma, 'packsaddle' (whence also F. somme, 'pack-

saddle'), fr. L. sagma, fr. Gk. tiayfia, which is

rel. to CTdcTTEiv (for *ad(xtELv), 'to pack, stuff.

Cp. summer, 'a large beam', sumptor.

seamster, also sempster, n., a person, esp. a

man, employed in sewing. — ME. semester,

semster, fr. OE. seamestre, formed fr. seam
(see seam) with fem. agential suff. -estre (see

-ster).

seamstress, sempstress, n., a woman employed in

sewing. — Formed from prec. word with 1st

suff. -ess.

seaplane, n. — Formed fr. sea and plane (the

abbreviation of airplane). Cp. hydroplane.

sear, n., the catch in the lock of a gun. — MF.
(= F.) serre, 'a grasp, grip', back formation fr.

serrer, 'to press, lock up', fr. VL. *serrdre, fr.

Late L. serdre, 'to bar, bolt', fr. sera, 'a bar (for

fastening a door)' which is rel. to serere, 'to

join, fasten'. VL. *serrdre (for L. serdre) was
prob. influenced by ferrum, 'iron'. Cp. It. ser-

rare, Sp. cerrar, which also derive fr. VL. *ser-

rdre. See series and words there referred to and
cp. serry. Cp. also seraglio.

sear, also sere, adj., dried up; withered.— ME.,
fr. OE. sear, rel. to MLG. sor, MDu. soor, 'dry',

OHG. soren, 'to become dry', fr. I.-E. base

*saus-, *sus-, 'dry', whence also OI. sdfafi,

'making dry', siifkab, 'dry', siifyati, 'withers',

Avestic hushka-, 'dry', Gk. auo<; (for *sauso-s),

'dry', L. sudus (for *susodos), 'dry, cloudless',

Alb. d'an (for *sausnio-), 'I become dry', Lith.

saUsas, OSIav. suchU, 'dry'. Cp. auantic, austere,

sorrel, adj.

sear, tr. v., to dry up; to wither; intr. v., to be-

come dry; to wither. — ME. seren, fr. OE.
searian, fr. sear. See sear, adj.

search, tr. and intr. v. — ME. serchen, fr. OF.
cerchier, fr. L. circdre, 'to go round', fr. circum,

'around'. F. chercher (fr. OF. cerchier) is due to

assimilation. See circum- and cp. circa, circle,

circus. Cp. also research.

Derivatives: search, n., search-able, adj.,

search-er, n.,search-ing, adj., search-ing-ly, adv.,

search-ing-ness, n.

season, n. — ME. sesoun, fr. OF. seson, seison,

saison (F. saison), fr. L. satidnem, ace. of salid,

'a sowing', in VL., 'sowing time, sowing season',

fr. satus, pp. of serere, 'to sow, plant', fr. I.-E.

base *se-, whence also semen, 'seed'. See sow, v.,

and cp. semen. Cp. also seed. In F. saison and

OProvenf sazon, the original meaning 'sowing

season', was changed into 'season' in general.

The stages of sense development were: 'sowing

season; the most important season; season'.

Derivatives: season, tr. and intr. v., season-able,

adj., season-able-ness, n., season-abl-y, adv.,

season-al, adj., season-al-ly, adv., season-al-ily,

n., season-ed, adj., season-er, n., season-ing, n.,

season-less, adj.

seat, n. — ME. sete, fr. ON. sxti, whence also

Swed. sate, Dan. sxde; rel. to OHG. sdze, MDu.
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gesaete, 'seat', OHG. gisasi, MHG. gesxse,

'seat; siege; situation; buttocks', G. Gesafi, 'but-

tocks', fr. Teut. base *set-, corresponding to

l.-E. *sed-, 'to sit'. See sit.

Derivatives: seat, tr. v., seat-ed, adj., seat-er, n.,

seat-ing, n., seat-less, adj.

seaward, adj. and n. — Compounded of sea and

-ward.

seaward, seawards, adv. — Compounded of sea

and -ward, resp. -wards,

sebaceous, adj. — L. sebaceus, fr. sebum, 'tallow,

suet, grease', which is prob. rel. to L. sdpo,

'soap'. See soap, and cp. suet. For the ending

see suff. -aceous.

Sebastian, n., masc. PN. — L. Sebastianus, fr.

Gk. SspocCTTiavo;, lit. 'inhabitant ofSepaaTEia,

Sebastia (a town in Pontus)', or 'inhabitant of

SspacTr), Sebaste (a name given to the city of

Samaria by Herod the Great, who rebuilt it).

The name of both these places derives fr.

S£|Ja<JT6i; (lit. 'venerable, august'), epithet of

Augustus Caesar, the first Roman emperor, fr.

(jE^eaS-ai, 'to venerate'. (Sepaaxi; is prop,

the Greek translation of L. Augustus. See Au-

gust).

sebesten, sebestan, n., an Indian tree, Cordia

myxa. — ME., fr. Arab, sibistdn, fr. Pers. sipis-

tan, fr. sapista, 'smelling badly'.

sebi-, combining form meaning 'tallow, suet'. —
Fr. L. sebum, gen. sebi. See sebaceous,

sebila, n., a small wooden bowl. — F. s4bile, fr.

Arab, zabil (in vulgar pronunciation zeb'il),

'date basket'.

seborrhea, seborrhoea, n., discharge of sebaceous

matter {med.)— A Medical L. hybrid coined fr.

L. sebum, 'tallow, suet, grease', and Gk. pota,

'flow, flux', fr. psiv, 'to flow'. See sebaceous and

rheo-.

Derivatives : seborrhe-al, seborrhoe-al, seborrhe-

ic, seborrhoe-ic adjs.

sebundy, n., irregular native soldiery maintained

by the British in India. — Hind, sibandi, fr.

Pers. sihbandi, lit. 'paid every three months', fr.

si (written sih), 'three', and band, 'band, binding,

agreement'. The first element is rel. to Avestic

&ri-, 'three', OPers.^'/ffya, 'third', OI. /rf(neut.),

'three' ; see three. The second element is rel. to

OI. bandhah, 'a tying, fastening; band, band-

age'; see bad, 'a tie'.

sec, adj., dry (said of wine). — F., 'dry', fr. L.

siccus, 'dry'. See siccative,

sec, n. — Short for secant.

secant, adj. and n. — L. secdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of secare, 'to cut' ; see section and -ant.

The name secant was first used by the Danish

mathematician Thomas Fincke in his Geome-

tria Rotundi (in 1583).

secateur, n., pruning shears. — F. secateur,

learned formation from the stem of L. secare, 'to

cut', on analogy of the numerous nouns ending

in -ateur (fr. L. -ator). See section,

secchio, n., a liquid measure used in Northern

Italy. — It., lit. 'pail, bucket', rel. to secchia, fr.

VL. *sicla, fr. L. situta, 'bucket, urn'; seesitula.

Cp. OProven?., Port selha, F. seille, 'pail,

bucket', which derive fr. L. situla, and F. seau,

'pail, bucket', which comes fr. VL. *sitellus,

corresponding to L. sitella, dimin. of situla. G.

Seidel, 'mug, pint', is a Romance loan word (see

seidel).

secco, adj., dry. — Fr. L. siccus. See siccative and

words there referred to.

secco, n., painting on dry plaster. — Short for

secco painting. See prec. word.

secede, intr. v., to withdraw from an alliance,

organization, etc. — L. secedere, 'to go away,

withdraw, separate', fr. se- and cedere, 'to go'.

See cede.

Derivative: seced-er, n.

secern, tr. and intr. v., to separate, distinguish,

discern. — L. secernere, 'to set apart, separate,

distinguish', fr. se- and cernere, 'to separate,

distinguish'. See certain and cp. secret, secrete.

Cp. also concern, decern, discern.

Derivatives: secernent (q.v.), secern-ment, n.

secernent, adj., secreting. — L. secernens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of secernere. See prec. word

and -ent.

secession, n., the act of seceding. — L. secessio,

gen. -onis, 'withdrawal, separation", fr. secess-

(um), pp. stem of secedere. See secede and -ion.

Derivatives: secession-al, adj., secession-ism, n.,

secession-ist, n.

seek, adj., dry, barren, unprofitable. — F. sec,

'dry', fr. L. siccus. See siccative and cp. sack,

'strong wine', sec, secco.

Seckel, n., a variety of sweet pear. — Named

after a farmer in Pennsylvania, who introduced

it.

seclude, tr. v. — L. secludere, 'to shut off, shut

up', fr. se- and -cludere (used only in com-

pounds), fr. claudere, 'to shut, close". See close,

adj. For the change of Latin au (in claudere) to

u (in se-cludere) see accuse and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: seclud-ed, adj., sechtd-ed-ly, adv.,

seclud-ed-ness, n.

seclusion, n. — ML. seclusio, gen. -onis, fr. L.

seclSsus, pp. of secludere. See seclude and -ion.

Derivative: seclusion-ist, n.

seclusive, adj. — Formed with suft". -ive fr. L.

seclusus, pp. of secludere. See seclude.

Derivatives: seclusive-ly, adv., seclusive-ness, n.

second, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) second, fr. L.

secundus, for *seq-undus, 'the second", prop.

'the following', from the stem of sequi, 'to

follow'. See sequel and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also secund, secundine, secundum.

Derivatives: second, n. and adv., second, v.

(q.v.)

second, n., the sixtieth part of a minute. — F.

seconde, fr. ML. minuta secunda, shortened fr.

L. pars minuta secunda, lit. 'the second small

part (of an hour)', in contradistinction to pars
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minUta prima, 'the first small part', i.e. 'minute'.

See second, adj., and cp. minute, 'the sixtieth

part of an hour'.

second, tr. v., to further; to support. — F. ^e-

conder, fr. L. secunddre, 'to favor, further,

second', fr. secundus. See second, adj.

Derivative: second-er, n.

secondary, adj. — ME. secundarie, secondarie, fr.

L. secundarius, 'pertaining to the second class,

inferior', fr. secundus. See second, adj., and adj.

suff. -ary.

Derivatives: secondary, n., secondari-ly, adv.,

secondari-ness, n.

seconde, n., the parrying position in fencing. —
F., short for position seconde, prop, 'the second

position', fern, of second. See second,

secondo, n., the second part in a concerted piece,

the second singer in a duet for pianoforte (mus.)

— It., fr. L. secundus. See second, adj.

secrecy, n. — Formed fr. secret with suff. -cy.

secret, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) secret, fr. L.

secretus, 'separated, set apart, secret', pp. of
secernere. See secern, secrete.

Derivatives: secret, n., secretary (q.v.), secret-

ive, adj., secret-ive-ly, adv., secret-ive-ness, n.,

secret-ly, adv., secret-ness, n.

secretaire, n., a writing desk. — F. secretaire, fr.

ML. secretarius. See secretary,

secretariat, secretariate, n. — F. secretariat, fr.

ML. secretariatus, fr. secretarius. See prec. word.

secretary, n. — ML. secretarius, 'one entrusted

with secrets', fr. L. secretus. See secret and

subst. suff. -ary.

Derivative: secretari-al, adj.

secrete, tr. v. — L. secretus, pp. oi secernere, 'to

set apart, separate, distinguish". See secern.

Derivatives: secretion (q.v.), secret-ory, adj.

secretin, n., a substance secreted by the intestines.

— Coined by the English physiologists Sir

William Maddock Bayliss (1866-1924) and

Ernest Henry Starling (1866-1927) fr. L. secre-

tus, pp. of secernere (see secrete) and suiT. -in.

secretion, n. — F. secretion, fr. L. secretionem,

ace. of secrelio, 'a setting apart, separating", fr.

secretus, pp. of secernere. See prec. word and
-ion.

Derivati\es: secretion-al, secretion-ary, adjs.

sect, n., a group holding similar views; a party.

— F. secte, fr. L. secta, 'a trodden way, path ; a

following; a school of thought', prop. fern. pp.

of sequi, 'to follow' (see sequel and set, 'num-
ber'); early confused in sense with secta, fem.

pp. of secare, 'to cut' (see next word).

Derivatives: sect-arian, adj. and n., sect-arian-

ism, n., sect-arian-ize, tr. v., sect-ary, n.

sect, n., a section. — L. sectus, pp. of secare, 'to

cut'. See section,

sectile, adj., capable of being cut. — F., fr. L.

sectilis, 'cut, cleft; that which may be cut', fr.

sectus, pp. of secare. See section and -Ue.

section, n. — ME. secte, fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L.

sectienem, ace. of sectio, 'a cutting, a cutting

off', fr. sectus, pp. of secure, 'to cut', rel. to

secUris, 'axe', fr. I.-E. base *seq-, 'to cut',

whence also OSlav. sekg, sesti, 'to cut', secivo,

'ax, hatchet', Lith. isekti, 'to engrave, carve'.

Alb. sate, 'mattock', OE. sigde, side, 'scythe',

OS. segasna, OHG. segansa, of s.m., OE. secg,

'sword', ON. sax, OE. seax, 'knife, short sword,

dagger', Olr. doescim (for *do-ess-secim), tes-

cim, 'I cut', L. saxum, 'rock, stone'. Cp. bi-

sect, dissect, insect, intersect, saxatUe, scissor,

secant, secateur, sector, securiform, segment,

sicarian, sickle, sigillate, sign, transect, trisect,

venesection, vivisection. Cp. also sail, saw, 'a

cutting tool', sax, Saxon, scythe, sedge, seesaw.

Derivatives: section, tr. v., section-al, adj., sec-

tion-al-ism, n., section-al-ize, tr. v., section-al-

iz-ation, n., section-ize, tr. v.

sector, n., a mathematical instrument, etc. — L.,

'one who cuts', fr. sectus, pp. of secare. See

section and agential suff. -or.

sector, n., part of a circle between two radii. —
Late L., fr. L., 'one who cuts' (see prec. word);

loan translation of Gk. TOjji.eui;, 'sector (of a

circle)', from the stem of tIjxveiv, 'to cut'.

Derivative: sector, tr. v., sector-al, adj., sector-

ial, adj. and n.

secular, adj., worldly. — ME. seculer, secutere, fr.

OF. seculer (F. seculier), fr. Late L. saeculdris,

'pertaining to a generation or age', fr. L. saecu-

lum, saeclum, 'period of a man's life, generation,

period of a hundred years', which, together with

W. hoedl, 'lifetime', OBret. hoetl, MBret.

hoazl, of s.m., prob. stands for *s"i-tlom, lit.

'seed', fr. I.-E. base *se{i)-, 'to sow'; see sow, v.,

and -ar, and cp. siecle. For sense cp. Goth.

mana-seps, 'mankind, world", lit. 'seed of men'.

Derivatives: secular, n., secular-ism, n., secular-

ist, n., secular-ist-ic, adj., secularity (q.v.), secu-

larize (q.v.)

secularity, n. — Late ME. seculerte, fr. ML. sae-

culdritds, fr. Late L. saeculdris. See prec. word
and -ity.

secularization, n. — F. secularisation, fr. sicula-

riser. See next word and -ion.

secularize, tr. v., to make secular. — F. secula-

riser, fr. MF., fr. Late L. saeculdris. See secular

and -ize.

secund, adj., growing on one side only ibot.) —
L. secundus, 'the second'. See second, adj.

Derivative: secund-ly, adv.

secundine, n., the afterbirth (med.) — Late L.

secundinae (pi.), fr. L. secundae, 'the afterbirth',

shortened fr. secundae membrdnae, 'the second

membranes', fr. secundus, 'the second'. See

second, adj.

secundum, prep., according to. — L., 'according

to', fr. secundus, 'the second". See second, adj.

securable, adj. — Formed fr. the verb secure (see

next word) with sufiF. -able.

secure, adj., safe. — L. securus, 'free from care',

fr. se- and cOra, 'care'. See cure, 'care', and cp.

sure and sicker, which are doublets of secure.



securiform

Derivatives: secure, tr. v., secure-ly, n., secure-

ness, n.

securiform, adj., hatcliet-shaped. — Compound-

ed of L. securis, 'ax, hatcliet', and forma, 'form,

sliape'. Securis is rel. to secdre, 'to cut', and

cogn. with OSlav. sekyra, 'ax' ; see section. For

the second element see form, n.

Securigera, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(hot.)— ModL., lit. 'axe-bearers', fr. L. securis,

'axe, hatchet', and the stem of L. gerere, 'to

bear, carry'. See prec. word and gerent.

security, n. — Late ME. securite, fr. L. securitas,

'freedom from care, safety', fr. securus. See

secure and -ity and cp. surety, which is a doublet

of security.

sedan, n., sedan chair. — Of uncertain origin;

usually derived from the town of Sedan, in

France, where it was allegedly first made.

sedate, adj., calm, quiet. — L. sedatus, 'compos-

ed, moderate, quiet, tranquil', pp. of seddre, 'to

calm, allay, assuage, appease', causative of

sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: sedate-ly, adv., sedate-ness, n.

sedative, adj., tending to calm or soothe. — F.

sedatif (fem. sedative), fr. ML. seddtlvus, 'calm-

ing, allaying', fr. L. sedatus, pp. of seddre. See

sedate and -ive.

Derivative: sedative, n., a sedative drug.

sedentary, adj., characterized by sitting; not mi-

gratory (said of birds). — F. sedentaire, fr. L.

sedentdrius, 'pertaining to sitting, sedentary', fr.

sedens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of sedere, 'to sit',

fr. I.-E. base *sed-, 'to sit', whence also OL d-

sadat, 'sat down', sldati, 'sits', Avestic had-, 'to

sit down', Gk. St^eaS-at (for *sezesthai), 'to sit',

eSpS (for *sedrd), 'seat', Olr. suide, 'seat, sit-

ting', W. sedd, 'seat', Mir. sudim, suidim, 'I sit

down', OSlav. sezdq^, sedeti, 'to sit', Lith. sedmi,

sesti, and sedziu, sedeti, 'to sit', OSlav. sed^,

sgsti, Lith. sedu, sesti, 'to sit down', OPruss.

sidons, 'sitting', OSlav. sadU, 'plant', Russ. sad,

'garden', OSlav. saditi, Lith. sodiH, 'to plant',

Goth, sitan, OE. sittan, 'to sit'. See sit and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also anode, assess,

assiduous, assiento, assize, bienseance, cathedral,

cathode, cess, 'tax', chair, chaise, cosset, dihe-

dral, dissident, edaphic, eisteddfod, ersatz, he-

dral, hostage, Insessores, insidious, Limosella,

nest, nidus, obsess, piezo-, polyhedron, possess,

preside, president. Reseda, reside, resident, resi-

due, Sanhedrin, sedate, sederunt, sedilia, sedi-

ment, see, n., sejant, sell, 'seat'j sessile, session,

sewer, 'servant', siege, sizar, size, subsellium,

subsidy, supersede, surcease, synizesis, tetrahe-

dron. I.-E. base *sed-, 'to sit', is identical with

base *sed-, 'to go'. See cede.

Derivatives: sedentary, n., sedentari-ly, adv.,

sedentari-ness, n.

Seder, n., the home service on the two first nights

of Passover, contained in the Haggadah (Jewish

Religion).— Heb. sedher, 'order, arrangement*,

rel. to ^dherd'', 'row, rank (of soldiers)'.
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Mishnaic Heb. sddhdr, Aram. s''dhar,'he arrang-

ed, ordered', Aram, sidhrd, Syr. sedhra, 'ar-

rangement, order', Akkad. sadaru, 'to arrange',

sidru, sidirtu, 'row, battle line'. Cp. Sedra, siddur.

sederunt, n., session, sitting. — L. sederunt, 'they

sat', 3rd person pi. past tense of sedere, 'to sit'.

See sedentary,

sedge, n. — ME. segge, fr. OE. secg, rel. to LG.

segge (whence G. Segge), and to OE. secg,

'sword', and cogn. with Olr. seisg, 'rush', W.

hesg, 'reed, rush'; fr. I.-E. base *seq-, 'to cut'

(see section). OE. secg orig. meant 'the cutting

plant'.

Derivative, sedg-y, adj.

sedilia, n. pi., seats in the chancel of a church. —
L. sedilia, 'seats, stools', pi. of sedile, a deriva-

tive of sedere. See sedentary,

sediment, n., anything that settles.— F. sediment,

fr. L. sedimentum, 'a settling down, subsidence',

from the stem of sedere. See sedentary and

-ment.

Derivatives: sediment-ary, adj. and n., sediment-

ari-ly, adv., sediment-ation, n., sediment-ous,

adj.

sedition, n., revolt, rebellion. — ME., fr. OF.

sedicion (F. sedition), fr. L. seditidnem, ace. of

seditid, 'insurrectionary separation, mutiny',

lit. 'a going apart', fr. sed-, 'beside, apart' (see

se-) and itid, gen. -onis, 'a going', fr. it-(um),

pp. stem of Ire, 'to go'. See itinerate and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see suff.

-ion.

Derivatives; sedition-ary, adj., sedition-ist, n.

seditious, adj., inciting to revolt. — ME., fr. MF.
(= F.) seditieux, fr. L. seditidsus, 'turbulent,

mutinous', fr. seditid. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: seditious-ly, adv., seditious-ness, n.

Sedra, Sidra, n., the weekly section of the Penta-

teuch read in the synagogue {Jewish Religion).

— Aram, sidhrd, 'order', rel. to Syr. sedhra,

Heb. sedher, of s.m. See Seder and cp. siddur.

seduce, tr. v. — L. sedUcere, 'to lead aside,

separate', in Late L., 'to lead astray, seduce',

fr. se- and dUcere, 'to lead'. See duke and

words there referred to.

Derivatives : seduc-ee, n., seduce-ment, n., seduc-

er, n., seduc-ing, adj., seduc-ing-ly, adv.

seduction, n. — F. siduction, fr. L. seductidnem,

ace. of seductid, 'a leading aside', fr. seductus,

pp. of seducere. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: seduction-ist, n.

seductive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

seductus, pp. of sedUcere. See seduce.

Derivatives: seductive-ly, adv., seductive-ness,

n.

sedulity, n., quality of being sedulous. — L.

sedulitas, 'assiduity, application", fr. sedulus.

See next word and -ity.

sedulous, adj., diligent, assiduous. — L. sedulus,

'busy, zealous, assiduous', fr. the adv. seduld,

'busily, zealously, assiduously', formed fr.

se(d) dolo, 'without malice', fr. sed, se, 'without'
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(see se-), and dolus, 'guile, deceipt, deception',

which is cogn. with Gk. 86X0;, of s.m. See dole,

'guile', and cp. subdolous. For E. -ous, as equiv-

valent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: sedulous-ly, adv., sedulous-ness, n.

Sedum, n., a genus of plants, the stonecrop (6of.)

— L. sedum, 'the houseleek', a foreign word of

uncertain origin.

see, tr. and intr. v., to perceive with the eyes. —
ME. seen, sen, fr. OE. seon, rel. to OS., OHG.
sehan, MHG., G. sehen, OFris. sid, MDu. sien,

Du. zien, ON. sjd, Norw. sjaa, Dan., Swed. se,

Goth, saihan, and prob. cogn. with Hitt. sakwa-,

'eye'; fr. Teut. base *sehw-, corresponding to

I.-E. base *seq^-, 'to see', which is etymologi-

cally identical with *seq"- in the sense 'to point

out, to say'. See say, v., and cp. seem, sight.

Derivatives : see-ing, n., adj., and conj. see-ing-ly,

adv., see-ing-ness, n., seer (q.v.)

see, n., the seat of a bishop. — ME. se, fr. OF.

sied, sed, se, fr. L. sedem, ace. of sedes, 'seat',

which is rel. to sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary.

seed, n.— ME. seed, sed, fr. OE. sied, rel. to ON.
sad, OS. sdd, OFris. sed, MDu. saet, Du. zaad,

OHG., MHG. sdt, G. Saat, and to the second

element of Goth, manna-seps, 'mankind', lit.

'seed of men', fr. I.-E. base *se-, 'to sow'. See

sow, v. and cp. semen. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in colza.

Derivatives: seed, tr. and intr. v., seed-ed, adj.,

seed-er, n., seed-ful, adj., seed-kin, n., seed-less,

adj., seed-ling, n., seed-y, adj., seed-i-ly, adv.

seek, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sechen, seken, fr. OE.

secan, rel. to OS. sdkian, ON. sakja, OFris.

seka, MDu. soeken, Du. zoeken, OHG. suohhan,

suohhen, MHG. suochen, siiechen, G. suchen,

Goth, sdkjan, fr. I.-E. base *sdg-, *s^g-, 'to

track down, trace, seek', whence also Gk.

fjYeofxai (Dor. aY^cifiat), 'I lead" (orig. prob.

'I track down the way'), L. sdgire, 'to perceive

quickly or keenly', sdgus, 'presaging, predicting,

prophetic", sdgdx, 'sagacious', Olr. saigim, 'I

seek', and prob. also Hitt. shdk-, 'to know", sha-

kdish, 'mark, sign". Cp. beseech, sake, 'purpose',

forsake, ransack, 'to plunder', seize, hame-

sucken. Cp. also sagacious, presage. Cp. also

exegesis and words there referred to.

Derivatives : seeker (q.v.), seek-ing, n.

seeker, n. — ME. secher, seker, fr. sechen, seken,

'to seek'. See seek and agential suff. -er.

seel, tr. v., to close the eyes (of a hawk). — ME.
silen, fr. OF. ciller, siller (F. Ciller), fr. cil, 'eye-

lid", fr. L. cilium. See cilia.

seely, adj., blessed; weak, wretched iobsol.) —
ME. sely, fr. OE. gesxlig; a doublet of silly.

seem, intr. v. — ME. semen, 'to seem, to befit'

(for the latter sense cp. seemly), fr. ON. soema

(fem. scemr), 'fitting, becoming', which is rel. to

OE. seman, geseman, 'to conciliate' (lit. 'to

make one'), and to ON. samr, 'same'. See same.

Derivatives: seem-er, n., seem-ing, adj. and n.,

seem-ing-ly, adv., seemly (q.v.)

seemly, adj. — ME. semlich, fr. ON. soemiligr, fr.

samr, 'becoming'. See seem and adj. suff. -ly.

Derivatives : seemli-ly, adv., seemli-ness, n.

seen, pp. of see. — ME. sein, sen, seien, fr. OE.
gesegen, gesewen, pp. of seon, 'to see'. See see, v.

seep, intr. v., to ooze. — Fr. earlier sipe, fr.

ME. sipen, fr. OE. slpian, which is rel. to MHG.
slfen, Du. sijpelen, 'to ooze'.

Derivatives: seep, n., seep-age, n., seep-y, adj.

seer, n., one who sees; a prophet. — ME., fr.

seen, sen, 'to see'. See see, v., and agential suff.

-er and cp. the second element in sightseer.

Derivative: seer-ess, n.

seer, n., a weight of India. — See ser.

seerband, n., turban. — Hind, sirband, 'turban',

lit. 'headband', fr. OI. siras, 'head, summit',

and bandhdli, 'a tying, fastening; band, band-

age'. For the first element see cerebrum and cp.

the first element in seerpaw. For the second ele-

ment see band, 'tie'.

seerpaw, n., a complete suit presented by the

sovereign (Anglo-Indian). — Hind, sar-d-pd, fr.

Pers. sar-d-pa, lit. 'from head to foot'. Pers. sar,

'head', is rel. to OI. siras-, 'head, summit'; see

cerebrum and cp. the first element in seerband.

Pers. pd, 'foot', is rel. to OI. pat, ace. pddam,

'foot' ; see foot and cp. the first element in pajama.

seersucker, n., a kind of cotton fabric. — Hind.

sirsakar, fr. Pers. shir-o-shakdr, lit. 'milk and

sugar". Pers. shir is rel. to OI. ksirdm, Ossetic

iihshir, 'milk'. Pers. shdkdr is rel. to Pali sak-

khard, OI. sdrkard, 'gravel, grit, sugar'. See sugar.

seesaw, n., antiphonic reduplication of saw, 'cut-

ting tool'.

Derivatives : seesaw, tr. and intr. v., adj. and adv.

seethe, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sethen, fr. OE. seo-

dan, rel. to ON. sjdda, Dan. syde, Swed. sjuda,

Norw. sjoa, OFris. siatha, Du. zieden, OHG.
siodan, MHG., G. sieden, 'to seethe', Goth.

saups, 'sacrificial animal, victim", fr. I.-E. base

*se^-, 'to seethe, boil', whence also Avestic

hdvayeiti, 'stews'. Cp. sod, 'turf, sodden, suds,

sutler.

Derivatives: seethe, n., seeth-ing, adj., seeth-ing-

ly, adv.

segar, n. — An obsolete variant of cigar.

seghol, n., name of the Heb.-Aram, vowel sign
".'

— Aram, s'^ghdl, lit. 'cluster of grapes" ; so call-

ed from its form.

seg^olate, adj. and n. (Heb. gram.) — ModL.
segholdtus, 'provided with a seghol'; so called

because the segholates always have a seghol in

the second syllable. See prec. word and adj. suff.

-ate.

segment, n., one of the parts into which a body is

divided; division, section. — L. segmentum, 'a

cutting; a piece cut off", for *sec-mentum, fr.

sec-, stem of secdre, 'to cut". See section and

-ment.

Derivatives : segment, tr. v., segment-al, adj., seg-

ment-al-ly, adv., segment-ary, adj., segment-

ation, n., segment-ed, adj.



segregate

segregate, tr. and intr. v. — L. segregdtus, pp. of

segregare, 'to set apart, to separate from the

flock', fr. se- and grex, gen. gregis, 'flock'. See

gregarious and verbal suff'. -ate and cp. aggre-

gate.

Derivatives: segregat-ive, adj., segregat-or, n.

segregate, adj., segregated. — L. segregdtus, pp.

of segregare. See segregate, v.

segregation, n. — Late L. segregdtio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. segregdtus, pp. of segregare. See segregate,

v., and -ion.

Derivatives : segregation-al, a6}. , segregation-ist,

n.

seguidilla, n., a Spanish dance and tune. — Sp.,

dimin. of seguida, 'the act of following, succes-

sion', fr. seguir, 'to follow', formed—with

change of conjugation—fr. VL. sequere (cor-

responding to L. sequl), 'to follow', whence also

Prov. segre, F. suivre, and—with change of

conjugation—It. seguire. Port, seguir. See se-

quel.

seicento, n., the 17th century (used with reference

to Italian art). — It., lit. 'six hundred', short for

mil seicento, 'one thousand and six hundred'.

Seicento is compounded of sei, 'six', fr. L. sex,

and cento, 'hundred', fr. L. centum. See six and

cent, 'a hundred', and cp. quattrocento, cinque-

cento.

seiche, n., the oscillation of water above and

below the level of lakes and landlocked seas. —
Swiss F., of uncertain origin.

seidel, n., an old liquid measure. — G., fr. MHG.
sidel, a Romance loan word ult. derived fr. L.

situla, 'bucket, urn'. See situla and cp. secchio.

Seidlitz powder, an aperient. — Named after a

spring in Seidlitz, Czechoslovakia.

seigneur, n., a feudal lord. — MP. (^ F.) See

seignior,

seigneurial, adj., pertaining to a seigneur. — F.,

fr. MF., fr. seigneur. See prec. word and -iai.

seignior, also seigneur, n., feudal lord. — MF.
seignor, seigneur (F. seigneur), fr. OF. seignor,

fr. L. seniorem, ace. of senior, 'older'. See

senior and cp. senor, senhor, signore, sir, sire.

Derivatives: seignior-at, adj., seignior-al-ty, n.

seigniorage, also seigneurage, n., dominion. —
ME. seigneurage, fr. MF. seignorage, seigneu-

rage (F. seigneuriage), fr. OF., fr. VL. "senidrd-

ticum, fr. L. senior. See prec. word and -age.

seigniory, also seignory, n., dominion of a seig-

nior. — ME., fr. MF. seignorie, seigneurie (F.

seigneurie), fr. OF. seignorie, fr. seignor. See

seignior and -y (representing OF. and F. -;>).

seignoral, also seignorial, adj., pertaining to a

seignior. — Formed fr. seignior with suff. -al,

resp. -ial.

seine, n., a large fishing net.— ME.,(r.OE.segne,

fr. L. sagena, fr. Gk. oixxrcit], 'a fishing net",

which is of uncertain origin. F. seine, of s.m.,

also derives fr. L. sagena.

Derivative: seine, tr. and intr. v.

seise, v. — The same as seize.

seisin, n. — The same as seizin.

seismal, adj., seismic. — See seismo- and adj.

suff. -al and cp. coseismal.

seismic, adj., pertaining to an earthquake. — See

seismo- and adj. suff. -ic and cp. coseismic.

Derivatives: seismic-al, adj., seismic-al-ly, adv.,

seismic-ity, n.

seismo-, combining form meaning 'connected

with an earthquake, of an earthquake'. — Gk.

CTeia|xo-, fr. CTSiCTpio?, 'earthquake', fr. ctsieiv,

'to shake, move to and fro', which stands for

*tweisein, fr. I.-E. base *tweis-, 'to shake; move
violently', whence also OI. tve^ati, 'is violently

shaken', tvesdh, 'vehement, impetuous; shining,

brilliant', Lith. tvisketi, 'to 'flame'. Cp. siriasis,

Sirius, sistrum.

seismogram, n., the record of an earthquake

made by a seismograph. — Compounded of

seismo- and Gk. Ypajj.(j.a, 'that which is written,

a letter'. See -gram.

seismograph, n., an instrument for measuring the

motions of an earthquake. — Compounded of

seismo- and Gk. -Ypa90(;, fr. ypii.<fz\.-j, 'to

write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: seismograph-er, n., seismograph-ic,

seismograph-ic-al, adjs., seismograph-y, n.

seismology, n., the study of earthquakes.— Com-
pounded of seismo- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xdyo?.

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: seismolog-ic-al, adj., seismolog-ist,

n.

seismometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

intensity and motions of an earthquake. —
Compounded of seismo- and Gk. asTpov, 'meas-

ure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives : seismometr-ic, seismometr-ic-al,

adjs., seismometr-y, n.

seismoscope, n., an instrument for indicating the

occurrence of earthquakes. — Compounded of

seismo- and Gk. -ctxottiov, fr. axoTrsiv, 'to look

at, examine'. See -scope,

seizable, adj. — Formed fr. seize with suff. -able,

seize, tr. and intr. v. — ME. saysen, seysen, 'to

take possession of, to grasp', fr. OF. saisir,

seisir (F. saisir), fr. Frankish-Latin sacire, which

is prob. a blend of Frankish *sakjan, 'to lay

claim to', and *satjan, 'to set'; see Dauzat,

DELF., p. 646 s.v. saisir. Frankish *sakjan is

rel. to Goth, sdkjan, OE. secan, 'to seek'; see

seek and cp. sake, 'purpose'. Frankish *satjan is

rel. to Goth, satjan, OE. settan, 'to set' ; see set,

v. Cp. seizin.

Derivatives : seiz-er, n.,seiz-ing, n., seizure (q.v.)

seizin, seisin, n., freehold possession ofland (law).

— ME. seisine, seisin. The orig. meaning was

'possession', fr. OF. (= F.) saisie, fr. saisir, 'to

seize, take possession of. See seize and cp. dis-

seizin.

seizure, n. — Formed fr. seize with suff. -are. Cp.

pleasure, fr. please.

sejant, adj., sitting; said of a lion or another
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beast (heraldry). — AF. seiant, corresponding

to F. scant, 'sitting', pres. part, of seoir, 'to sit',

fr. L. sedere. See sedentary and -ant.

Sejm, also Seym, n., assembly, diet, specif, the

Constituent Assembly of the Polish Republic.

— Pol. sejm, 'assembly', rel. to OCzech snem,

Czech sngm, for *syn-imu, lit. 'a taking together',

fr. pref. syn-, 'together', and *imii, 'a taking'; fr.

Pol.jqc, resp. Czech j^ti, 'to take'; rel. to OSlav.

im^, j(ti, 'to take' (orig. *imp, cp. vOz-imQ, 'I

take away'), imami, imeJQ, imeti, 'to have', Lith.

imii, imti, Lett, jemu, jefht, 'to take'; fr. I.-E.

base *em-, 'to take', whence also L. emere, 'to

take, buy'. See exempt, v., and cp. words there

referred to.

sekos, n., the sacred enclosure of a temple.— Gk.

CTr]>c6?, 'shrine, enclosure'; of unknown origin.

Selachii, n. pi., an order of elasmobranch fishes

(ichthyol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. asXaxo?, 'any

cartilaginous fish; a shark', which prob. derives

fr. uiXai;, 'light, brightness, flame' (see seleno-),

and is so called from the phosphorescent light

these fishes are used to emit.

seladang, n., gaur, wild ox of Malaysia. — Bor-

rowed fr. Malay through the medium of the

Dutch.

Seladon, n., PN. used to denote a sentimental

lover. — F. Celadon, name of a character in the

romance of I'Astree, written by Honor6 d'UrfiS

(in 1610).

seladon green, 'bright green'; so called because

Seladon used to wear bright green clothes.

Selaginella, n., a genus of mosslike plants (bot.)

— ModL., dimin. of L. seldgd, gen. -inis, name
of a plant. See Selago and -ella.

Selaginellaceae, n. pL, a family of mosslike plants

(bot.)— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

selaginellaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Selago, n., a genus of plants of the figwort fam-

ily (bot.) — L. seldgd, 'a plant resembling the

savin tree', of uncertain origin.

selah, n.. technical term of music in the Psalms

and the Book of Habakkuk, chapter 3, indi-

cating a pause. — Heb. seld'', prob. a musical

direction to raise the voice fr. Heb. base s-l-l, 'to

raise, lift', whence also m^silld'', 'highway'.

selamlik, n., the men's quarters in a Turkish

house. — Turk, seldmliq, a hybrid coined fr.

Arab, saldm, 'peace', and the Turkish suff. -lik.

See salaam.

seldom, adv. — ME. selden, seldom, fr. OE. sel-

dun, seldan, seldon, formed fr. *seld, 'rare', with

the adverbial suff. -um, originally the suff. used

to form the dative of the plural (cp. whilom); rel.

to ON. sjdldan, Dan. sjelden, Swed. sdllan (for

saldari), OFris., MLG. selden, Du. zelden, OHG.
settan, MHG., G. selten, and to the first element

in OS., OE. seld-lic, Goth, silda-leiks, 'wonder-

ful', prop, 'of a rare form' (for the second ele-

ment of these words see -like).

select, adj. — L. selectus, pp. of seligere, 'to sep-

arate by culling out, pick out, choose', fr. se-

and legere, 'to gather, collect'. See lecture.

Derivatives: select-ed, adj., selecl-ed-ly, adv.,

selection (q.v.), select-ive, adj., select-ive-ly, adv.,

select-ive-ness, n., select-iv-ity, n., select-ly, adj.,

select-ness, n., select-or, n.

select, tr. v. — Back formation fr. select, adj.

selection, n. — L. selectid, gen. -onis, fr. selectus,

pp. of seligere. See select, adj., and -ion.

Derivatives: selection-ism, n., selection-ist, n.

selen, form of seleno- before a vowel.

Selene, n., the goddess of the moon (Greek

mythai.)— Gk. SeXtjvv], fr. asXYivvj, 'moon'. See

seleno-.

seleniferous, adj., containing selenium (chem.) —
See selenium and -ferous.

selenite, n., a variety of gypsum. — L. selenites,

fr. Gk. CTsXYjviTr]!;, short for asXyjvt-nn? Xt&o?,

lit. 'moon stone', fr. <5zkipT\, 'moon' (see seleno-

and subst. suff. -ite); so called because it was

supposed to wax and wane with the moon.

Derivative: selenit-ic, adj.

selenium, n., name of a nonmetallic element

(chem.) — ModL., coined by its discoverer, the

Swedish chemist Jons Jakob Berzelius (1779-

1848), fr. Gk. (TsXy)VT,, 'moon'; so called by him

because of its resemblance to tellurium, the ele-

ment called after the earth. See seleno- and 2nd

-ium.

Derivatives: selen-ate, n., selen-ic, adj., selen-

ide, n., selen-ious, adj.

seleno-, before a vowel selen-, combining form

denoting the moon. — Gk. <jeXr,vo-, cszkr,-t-, fr.

CTsXrjvT], 'moon', rel. to alXai;, 'light, brightness,

flame', fr. *<jfzk-, fr. I.-E. base *swel-, 'to burn',

esp. 'to burn without flame, burn slowly', whence

also OI. svargdfi, 'heaven', Lith. svilti, Lett, svelt,

'to singe', OE. swelan, OFris. swela, 'to be burnt

up', OE. swol, 'heat', MLG. swelen (whence G.

schwelen), 'to burn without flame, smolder',

OHG. iM'///zo/i, 'to singe, roast', Gk. sXt;, eiXt)

(for *Fhi'koi., "feXa), 'the sun's heat'. See

sweal, swelter and cp. Selene, selenium, Selachii,

Svarga, and the second element in paraselene.

Cp. also Sol.

selenocentric, adj., relating to the center of the

moon or to the moon as a center. — Compound-
ed of seleno- and centric.

selenograph, n., a chart of the surface of the moon
or of a part of it.— Compounded of seleno- and

Gk. -Ypot90[:, fr. YpicpEtv, 'to write". See -graph.

Derivatives: selenograph-y, n., selenograph-ic,

adj.

selenology, n., astronomy of the moon. — Lit.

'study of the moon' ; compounded of seleno- and

Gk. -XoviS, fr. -ao-voq, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: selenolog-ist, n.

selenosis, n., poisoning of livestock, caused by the

ingestion of plants containing selenium. —
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ModL., formed fr. selen(ium) with sutf. -osis.

selenotropic, adj., turning toward the moon (said

of plants). — Compounded of seleno- and

-tropic,

selenotroplsm, n., tendency to turn toward the

moon (hot.) — Compounded of seleno-, Gk.

TpoTTYj, 'a turning', and suff. -ism. See trope,

tropism, and cp. heliotropism.

Seleucid, also Seleucian, adj., pertaining to the

Seleucidae. — See next word and the suffixes

-id, resp. -ian.

Seleucidae, n. pi., a dynasty which ruled over

Asia Minor, Syria and Persia (312-64 B.C.E.)—
Named after its foimder Seleucus Nicator.

self, n. — ME., fr. OE. self, seolf, sylf, rel. to OS.

self, ON. sjdlfr, Swed. sjdlv, Dan. selv, OFris.

self, MDu. self, selve, zetve, Du. zelf, OHG. selb,

MHG. selp, G. selb{er), selbst, Goth, silba ; prob.

fr. I.-E. base *se-lo-, 'itself, which is compound-

ed of reflexive pronominal base *se-, 'himself,

herself, itself (see sib and cp. sui), and pronom-

inal base */o-. Cp. the first element in selvage,

selvedge.

Derivatives: selfish (q.v.), self-less, adj., self-

less-ly, adv., self-less-ness, n.

self-, pref. — ME., fr. OE. self-, sylf-, fr. self

sylf. See prec. word.

-self, sutf. — See self,

self-conscious, adj. — Coined by the English poet

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834).

Derivatives: self-conscious-ly, adv., self-con-

scious-ness, n. (first used by Locke).

self-control, n. — Coined by the English moral

philosopher Anthony Ashley Cooper Shaftes-

bury (1671-1713).

self-determination, n. — Coined by President

Thomas Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924).

self-help, n. — Coined by the Scottish essayist

and historian Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881).

selfish, adj. — Coined by the Presbyterians about

1640 from self and adj. suIT. -ish.

Derivatives: selfish-ly, adv., selfish-ness, n.

self-regarding, adj. — Fr. self and pres. part, of

regard, v.; first used by the English reformer

Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832).

selihoth, n. pi., penitential prayers recited on fast

days and the days preceding Rosh Hashanah

and during the Days of Penitence {Jewish Reli-

gion). — Heb. selihoth, prop, 'prayers for for-

giveness', pi. of s^lihd'', lit. 'forgiveness', fr.

sdldh, 'he forgave'.

Sclina, fern. PN.— According to Charlotte Mary

Onge, History of Christian names, 1884, fr. F.

Celine, fr. L. Caellna, lit. 'heavenly', fr. caelum,

'heaven'. See celestial.

Seljuk, n., a member of a Turkish dynasty, which

ruled from the 11th to the 13th centuries.

— Named after Seljuk (Turkish Seljuq), the

founder of the dynasty.

Derivatives: Seljuk, Seljuk-ian, adjs.

sell, tr. and intr. v., to give in exchange for some-

thing. — ME. sellen, sillen, fr. OE. sellan, sillan.

syllan, 'to give, deliver, sell', rel. to ON. selja,

'to hand over, deliver, sell', Dan. sselge, Swed.

sdlja, 'to sell', OFris. sella, OHG. sellen, 'to give,

hand over, sell', Goth, saljan, 'to offer a sacri-

fice', and to ON., OHG. sala, 'a handing over,

delivery, sale' (see sale); fr. l.-E. base *sel-, 'to

take'. The above Teut. verbs are causatives and

orig. meant 'to cause to take' ; the modern sense

of the verb sell (= 'to give in exchange for some-

thing') is of much later origin. From I.-E. base

*sel- derive also Gk. eXeiv, 'to take', Olr. selb,

W. helw, 'possession', L. consilium, 'counsel,

deliberation', orig. 'a gathering together'. See

consult and cp. Hellen.

Derivatives: sell-er, n., sell-ing, n.

sell, n., 1) a seat, throne (pbsol.); 2) a saddle

(archaic). — ME. selle, fr. MF. (= F.) selle, fr.

L. sella, which stands for *sed-la, fr. sedere, 'to

sit'. See settle, n., and cp. saddle,

sellenders, n. — A var. of sallenders.

Seltzer water, also seltzer, aerated mineral water.

— Contraction of G. Selterser (Wasser), '(wa-

ter) of Selters', a village near Wiesbaden,

Germany.

selvage, selvedge, n., edge of web or cloth so

finished as to prevent raveling. — ME. selvage,

lit. 'its own edge', formed fr. self and edge on

analogy of, and influenced in form by, MFlem.

selvegge, selvage (fr. selv-, '-self, and egge,

'edge'). Cp. LG. sulfegge, Du. zelfkant (kant

meaning 'border') and MHG. selbende (whence

G. Salband), lit. 'self-end, self-edge'.

Derivatives: selvage, tr. v., sehag-ee, n.

semanteme, n., a word or part of a word which

expresses the idea inherent in the word, distin-

guished from morpheme, i.e. that part of a word

which contains the affixes and suffixes. — F.

semanteme, coined fr. Gk. CTTJixa, 'sign', on

analogy of phoneme, which derives fr. Gk.

9cov7)|j!,a, 'sound'. See semantics and cp. hy-

pheme, morpheme, solideme.

semantic, adj., 1) pertaining to meaning; 2) per-

taining to semantics.— Gk. arifjiavTixo;, 'signi-

ficant, meaning'. See next word.

semantics, n., the science of the meanings of

words. — F. semantique, coined by Michel

Br6al, author of Essai de semantique (1897) fr.

Gk. (jr;aavTiy.65, 'significant, meaning', fr.

cDfijiaivEw, 'to signify', fr. crijijia, 'sign', which

is cogn. with OI. dhih, dhydnah, 'thought',

dhydti, dhydyati, 'thinks'. See dhyana and cp.

semeio-, asemia, and the second element in

teloseme, diseme, triseme, tetraseme. For the

ending see suff. -ics.

semaphore, n., an apparatus for signaling. — F.

semaphore, lit. 'a bearer of signals', compound-

ed of Gk. err, ii.a, 'sign', and -96poi;, 'carrying'.

See prec. word and -phore.

Derivatives: semaphore, tr. and intr. v., sema-

phor-ic, semaphor-ic-al, adjs., semaphor-ic-al-ly,

adv., semaphor-ist, n.

semasiology, n., semantics. — G. Semasiologie,
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lit. 'the study of meaning', coined by Christian

Karl Reisig [1792(?)-1829] fr. Gk. <JY)[xa(T£a,

'significance, meaning' (fr. <rfi\m., 'sign'), and
-Xoyta, fr. -Xoyoc, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See semantics and -logy.

sematic, adj., serving as a sign or warning. —
Formed with adj. suff". -ic fr. Gk. ar\\>.rx., gen.

a^lxaTO?, 'sign'. See semantics.

semblable, adj., resembling. .— F., fr. sembler, 'to

seem, resemble'. See semble and -able.

semblance, n., likeness; outward appearance. —
ME. semblaunce, fr. OF. semblance, 'resem-

blance' (in F. this word occurs only in derivatives

and compounds), fr. OF. (= F.) semblant, pres.

part, of sembler, 'to resemble', fr. L. simuldre,

'to make like, represent'. See semble and -ance

and cp. vraisemblance.

semble, intr. v., it seems (legal term). — F., 3rd p.

sing. pres. ind. of sembler, 'to seem, resemble',

fr. L. simuldre, 'to make like, represent'. See

simulate and cp. resemble.

seme, adj., sown, powdered. — F., 'sown', pp. of

semer, fr. L. semindre, 'to sow', fr. semen, gen.

seminis, 'seed'. See semen.

semeio-, combining form meaning 'sign, symp-

tom'. — Gk. CTYjfxeio-, fr. ayjpisTov, 'sign', fr.

(j?j}jL3t, 'sign'. See semantics.

semeiology, n., 1) the art of using signs, sign lan-

guage; 2) the study of the symptoms of a disease,

symptomatology. — Compounded of semeio-

and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -'kd-^oc,, 'one who speaks (in

a certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : semeiolog-ic-al,a.di., semeiolog-ist,n.

semeiotic, adj., 1) pertaining to signs; 2) pertain-

ing to symptoms. — Coined by the American

logician and psychologist Charles Santiago San-

ders Peirce (1839-1914) fr. Gk. CTri(iet(OTi.XT)

(scil. ts/vt;), 'the doctrine of signs', fern, of

arjixeicoTixo;, 'pertaining to signs', fr. a-!f](i,£tov,

'sign'. See semeio- and adj. suff'. -ic.

semeiotics, n., symptomatology. — See prec.

word and -ics.

Semele, n., the daughter of Cadmus and the

mother of Dionysus (Greek mythol.) — L., fr.

Gk. SsuEA/;, a Thraco-Phrygian earth goddess,

fr. Phrygian ZajxeXio, 'mother of the earth'. See

Franz Altheim, Geschichte der lateinischen

Sprache, p. 132. Phryg. Ze|j.cXci) is prob. cogn.

with OSIav. zemlja, 'earth', L. humus, 'earth,

ground, soil'. See humus.

semen, n. — L. semen, 'seed', cogn. with OSlav.

sim^, OPruss. semen, 'seed', Lith. semens (pi.),

'seed of flax', OS., OHG. sdmo, 'seed', MHG.
same, G. Same, of s.m. ; fr. I.-E. base *se(i)-, 'to

sow'. Cp. L. serere, 'to sow', which derives fr.

*si-s6, reduplication of the original base *se-.

See sow, v., and cp. sem6, seminal, seminary,

semination, disseminate, inseminate. Cp. also

season. For the ending of semen see suff. -men.

semester, n., a period of six months. — G. Se-

mester, fr. F. semestre, fr. L. seme(n)stris (for

*sex-mens-tris), 'of six months, half-yearly', fr.

sex, 'six', and mensis, 'month'. Cp. L. menstruus,

•pertaining to a month, monthly', interme(n)-

stris, 'between two months', and see six and

moon. Cp. also menses, trimester.

semi-, combining form meaning 'half. — ME.,

fr. L. semi-, 'half, which is cogn. with OI. sami,

'half, d-sdmil), 'not a half, complete', Gk. v][ii-,

'half-', viiiimji; (for *'iijxi-Tui;), 'half, OE. sdm-,

OHG. sdmi-, 'half (cp. e.g. OE. sdm-cwicu,

OHG. sdmi-quek, 'half-alive'). Cp. hemi- and

the first element in sesqui-, sesterce. Cp. also the

first element in sandblind.

semi-annual, adj., half-yearly.— Compounded of

semi- and annual.

semibreve, n., a note equivalent to half the length

of a breve (music).— Compounded of semi- and

breve.

semicha, also semichah, n. — See semikah.

semicircle, n., a half circle. — Compounded of

semi- and circle.

semicolon, n., a punctuation mark (;). — A hy-

brid coined fr. L. semi-, 'half, and Gk. xfiiXov,

'limb, part'. See semi- and colon, 'punctuation

mark'.

semikah, also spelled semika, semichah, semicha,

n., rabbinical ordination. — Mishnaic Heb.

s^mlkhd'', 'laying on (of hands)', verbal n. of

sdmdkh, 'he laid' (fr. Bibhcal Heb. sdmdkh, of

s.m.), used elliptically for sdmdkh eth yddaw, 'he

laid his hands' (see Num. 27 : 25), an act sym-

bolizing the transference of authority. Heb.

sdmdkh is rel. to Aram.-Syr. s makh, 'he stayed,

sustained, supported', Ethiop. samdka, of s.m.,

Arab, simdk, 'support', samk, 'roof.

semimembranosus, n., name of a muscle (anat.)—
Medical L. semimembrdnosus (scil. miisculus),

erroneously formed fr. L. semi-, 'half, and

membrdna, 'fine skin, membrane' ; see semi- and

membrane. The exact form should have been

semimembrdneus or semimembrdceus. See Joseph

Hyrtl, Onomatologia anatomica, p. 474.

semimonthly, adj., occurring twice in a month;

n., anything occurring twice in a month, specif,

a magazine published twice in a month. — A
hybrid compounded of semi-, 'half (see semi-),

and E. monthly.

seminal, adj., pertaining to seed or semen. — L.

semindlis, fr. semen, gen. seminis, 'seed'. See

semen and adj. suff'. -al.

Derivatives: seminal-ly, adv.

seminar, n., a group of students at a university

engaged in research problems under the direc-

tion of a professor. — G. Seminar, fr. L. semi-

ndrium. See seminary.

seminary, n.— L. semindrium, 'seed plot, nursery

garden, seminary', prop. neut. of the adj. semi-

ndrius, 'pertaining to seed', fr. semen, gen. se-

minis, 'seed'. See semen and subst. suff". -ary.

Derivatives: seminar-ian, n., seminar-ist, n.,

seminar-ist-ic, adj.



semination U16

semination, n., the act of sowing. — L. seminatio,

gen. -onis, fr. semindtus, pp. of seminare, 'to

sow', fr. semen, gen. seminis, 'seed'. See semen

and -ation and cp. seme, inseminate.

seminiferous, adj., 1) bearing seed; 2) bearing

semen. — Compounded of L. semen, gen. se-

minis, 'seed', and the stem of L. ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See semen and -ferous.

semio-, combining form. — The same as semeio-.

semiotic, adj., 1) semeiotic; 2) pertaining to

semiotics. — See semeiotic.

semiotics, n., the study of signs and symbols, with

special regard to their function in language. —
See prec. word and -ics.

semiparasitic, adj., partly parasitic. — A hybrid

coined fr. semi-, a Latin combining form, and

parasitic, a word of Greek origin.

Semi-Pelagianism, n., a doctrine of the 5th cent.,

which held the middle ground between the free-

will doctrine of Pelagius and the predestination

doctrine of Augustine. See semi- and -ism.

semiquaver, n., an English term for a sixteenth

note {music).— Lit. 'the half of a quaver', a hy-

brid coined fr. L. semi-, 'half (see semi-), and

E. quaver. Cp. demisemiquaver.

Semite, n. — ModL. Semita, fr. Late L. Sem, fr.

Gk. 2%, fr. Heb. Shem, the name of one of

Noah's sons (see Gen. 10 : 21-30). For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite. The term Semite was first

used by the German historian August Schlozer

in 1781 in Eichhorn's Repertorium, VIII, p. 161.

Derivatives: Semit-ic, adj., Semit-ism, n., Semit-

ist, n., Semit-ize, tr. v.

semitendinosus, n., name of a muscle of the thigh

(anat.) — Medical L. semitendinosus (short for

musculus semitendinosus), coined by the English

anatomist William Cowper (1666-1709), fr. L.

semi-, 'half, and tendo, gen. tendinis, 'tendon'.

See semi- and tendinous.

semitone, n., a halftone (music). — Compounded

of semi- and tone.

semiweekly, adj., occurring twice a week; n., a

periodical published twice a week. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. semi-, 'half (see semi-), and E.

weekly.

semolina, n., meal consisting of the hard kernels

of wheat. — It., dimin. of semola, 'bran', fr. L.

simila, 'the finest wheat flour', which, together

with Gk. CTEptiSaXi.?, is a loan word from a

Semitic language. See simnel.

semper-, combining form meaning 'always, ever".

— L. semper-, fr. semper, 'always, ever", which

is formed fr. *sem-, 'one, together', and suff.

-per. Base *seni- appears also in L. semel, 'once',

similis (assimilated fr. *semilis), 'like' ; see same

and cp. sengreen. Suff. -per (which appears also

in parum-per, 'a little while", paulis-per, 'for a

little while") is rel. to parum, 'too little, not

enough', parvus, 'small, little'; see parvi-. Cp.

sempre.

Sempervivum, n., a genus of plants, the housleek

{hot.) — ModL., compounded of L. semper.

'always', and vivum, neut. of vii-us, 'living'. See

semper- and vivacious,

sempiternal, adj., everlasting, eternal. — Late

ME., fr. Late L. sempiternus, 'everlasting, per-

petual, continual', fr. L. semper, 'always', and

aeternus, 'everlasting'. For the first element see

semper-, for the second see eternal,

semplice, adj., simple {musical direction). — It.,

fr. L. simplicem, ace. of simplex, 'simple'. See

simple,

sempre, adv., throughout (musical direction). —
It., fr. L. semper, 'always'. See semper-,

sempster, n., seamster. — A var. of seamster.

sempstress, n., seamstress.— A var. of seamstress.

semuncia, n., a half-ounce {Roman antiq.) — L.,

formed fr. semi- and uncia. See uncia.

sen, n., a Japanese coin, one hundredth part of a

yen. — Jap., fr. Chin, ch'ien, 'coin'.

senaite, n., a titanate of iron, manganese and lead

(mineral.) — Named after the 19th cent. Brazil-

ian mineralogist Joachim da Costa Sena. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

senarius, n., a verse consisting of si.K iambic feet

{Latin pros.) — L. senarius, 'consisting of six

each; a verse consisting of six feet". See next

word.

senary, adj., pertaining to six; consisting of six.

— L. senarius, 'consisting of six each', fr. senl

(for *sex-m), 'six each', fr. sex, 'six'. See six and

adj. suff. -ary.

senate, n. — ME. senat, fr. OF. senat (F. senat),

fr. L. sendtus, 'senate', lit. 'the council of the

elders', fr. senex, gen. senis, 'old'. See senile and

subst. suff. -ate.

senator, n. — ME. senatour, fr. OF. senatour (F.

senateur), fr. L. sendtorem, ace. of senator, fr.

senex, gen. senis, 'old'. See senile and agential

suff. -or and cp. prec. word.

senatorial, adj. — Formed with adj. suflf. -al fr.

L. sendtdrius, 'pertaining to a senator", fr. sena-

tor, gen. -oris. See prec. word.

Derivative; senatorial-ly, adv.

senatus, n., the Roman Senate. — L. .sendtus. See

senate,

send, tr. and intr. v. — ME. senden. fr. OE. sen-

dan, rel. to OS. sendian, ON., OFris. senda, Dan.

sende, Swed. sdnda, MLG., MDu. senden, Du.

zenden, OHG. senten, sendan, MHG., G. senden,

Goth, sandjan. These verbs orig. meant 'to cause

to go'. They are causative forms ofTeut. *sinj>an,

'to go, find out', whence OE. sid (for *sin<)),

OS. sith, OHG. sind, MHG. sint, 'way, journey',

ON. sinn, Goth, sinps, 'going, walk; time", OE.

gesid, OS. gisfth, OHG. gisindi, MHG. gesinde,

'traveling companion', G. Gesinde, 'followers,

servants, domestics', Goth, gasinpa, gasinpja,

'traveling companion". Cognates outside Teu-

tonic are Arm. "nt'ac, 'way', Lith. siunciu, Lett.

sutu, 'I send', Olr. set (for *sent), 'way', W. hynt,

of s.m. — L. sentlre, 'to feel', is also cognate.

See sense and cp. godsend. Cp. also the second

element in withershins.

Derivatives: send, a.., send-able, adj., send-ee, n.,

send-er, n., send-ing, n.

sendal, n., a thin silk fabric used in the Middle

Ages. — OF. cendal, fr. Late L. cendalum, fr.

Gk. CTLvScbv, 'fine cloth from India', lit. 'Indian',

fr. OI. Sindhuh, 'the river Indus; the country of

the river Indus'. See India and cp. sindon.

Senecio, n., a genus of plants, the groundsel (hot.)

— L. senecio, fr. senex, 'old man' (see senate)

;

prob. so called in allusion to the white hairs of

the pappus.

senega, seneca, n., a drug made from the root of

the senega root. — Named after the Seneca

Indians of North America.

senescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

senescent, adj., growing old.— L. senescens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of senescere, 'to grow old', an

inchoative verb formed fr. senere, 'to be old', fr.

senex, gen. senis, 'old'. See senile and -escent.

seneschal, n., a steward; a majordomo. — ME.,

fr. OF. seneschal (F. senechal), fr. Prankish

*sini-skalk, 'senior servant', a compound whose

first element is related to Goth, sineigs, 'old',

sinista, 'elder, senior', and cognate with L. senex,

'old' ; see senile. The second element is related

to OHG. scale, OE. scealc, 'servant'; see mar-

shal. Cp. It. siniscalco, OProven?. senescal,

senescalc, which are also Teut. loan words (the

former through the medium of ML. siniscalcus

(in Lex Alaman. 79, 3, 4).

Derivatives: seneschal, tr. v., seneschal-sy,

seneschal-ty, n.

sengreen, n., the common houseleek. — ME. sin-

grene, fr. OE. singrene, 'green vegetables; the

houseleek' (cp. OHG. singruoni, MHG. sin-

griiene, G. Singriin, MDu. sindergroen, Du. zene-

groen), from the adj. singrene, 'evergreen',

which is compounded of OE. sin-, sine-, 'ever-

lasting, enduring, great', and grene, 'green'. The

first element is rel. to OS., OHG., Goth, sin-,

ON. si-, of s.m., and cogn. with L. semper,

'always, ever". See semper-. Cp. OHG., MHG.
sin{t)-vliiot, G. Sintflut, 'the great flood', and

the secondary G. form Siindflut (as if the word

meant 'the flood caused by the sin of mankind'),

which arose from a confusion of OHG. sin- with

G. Slinde, 'sin" (see sin). For the second element

in sengreen see green.

senhor, n., a Portuguese title corresponding to

English Mr. or Sir. — Port., fr. L. senidrem, ace.

of senior, older", compar. of senex, 'old'. See

senior and cp. seiior, signor.

senhora, n., a Portuguese title corresponding to

English Mrs. or Madam. — Fem. of prec. word.

Cp. senora, signora.

senhcrita, n., a Portuguese title corresponding to

English Miss. — Dimin. of prec. word. Cp.

seSorita, signorina.

senile, adj. — L. senilis, 'pertaining to old people,

senile', formed with suff". -ile fr. senex, gen. senis,

'old', which is cogn. with OI. sdnah, 'old'.

Avestic hana-, 'old'. Arm. kin, 'old', Gk. svoc,

(for *senos), 'old', Lith. senas, 'old', senis, 'an old

man', Goth, sineigs, 'old', sinista, 'elder, senior',

Olr. sen, OW., Co. hen, 'old'. Cp. senate, senior

and the first element in seneschal.

Derivatives: senile-ly, adv., senil-ism, n., senil-

ity, n.

senior, adj. — L., 'older', compar. of senex, gen.

senis, 'old'. See senile and cp. seigneur, seignior,

senhor, sefior, sieur, signor, sir, sire, messire,

monseigneur, monsieur, monsignor. Cp. also

surly.

Derivatives: senior, n., senior-ity, n.

senna, n., I) any plant of the genus Cassia; 2) the

dried leaves of some of these plants, used as a

laxative. — ML. senna, sena, fr. Arab, sand', in

vulgar pronunciation send'.

seimet, n., a trumpet call. — MF. sinet, senet,

segnet, dimin. of seing (F. signe), 'sign', fr. OF.

See sign, n., and -et and cp. signet.

sennight, se'nnight, a week (archaic), — Contrac-

tion of seven and night. For a similar contrac-

tion cp. fortnight.

sennit, n., braided cordage of rope yearn (naut.)

— Contraction of seven and knit. For a similar

contraction of seven see prec. word.

seiior, n., a Spanish title corresponding to English

Mr. or Sir.— Sp., fr. L. senidrem, ace. oi senior,

'older', compar. of senex, gen. senis, 'od'. See

senior and cp. senhor, signor.

senora, n,, a Spanish title corresponding to Eng-

lish Mrs. or Madam.— Fem. of prec. word. Cp.

senhora, signora.

seiiorita, n., a Spanish title corresponding to

English Miss. — Dimin. of prec. word. Cp.

senhorita, signorina.

Senoussi, n. — See Senussi.

sensate, adj., endowed with sensation. — Late L.

sensdtus, 'gifted with sense, intelligent', fr. L.

sensus. See sense and adj. suff. -ate.

sensate, tr. v., to perceive by a sense or the senses.

— Back formation fr. sensation.

sensation, n. — ML. sensdtid, gen. -dnis, fr. Late

L. sensdtus; see sensate, adj., and -ion. ML. sen-

sdtid is prop, loan translation of Gk. al<7^>r,alc.

Derivatives: sensation-al, adj., and n., sensation-

al-ism, n., sensation-al-isi, n., sensation-al-ist-ic,

adj., sensation-ary, adj., sensation-ism, n.,

sensation-ist, n., sensation-ist-ic, adj.

sense, n. — MF. (= F.) sens, fr. OF., fr. L. sen-

sus, 'perception, feeling, sense', fr. sensus, pp. of

sentire, 'to perceive by the senses, feel, think, be

of opinion', which is cogn. with OHG. sinnan

(for *sinpjan), 'to go, travel, strive after, have

in mind, perceive' (whence prob. OHG., MHG.
sin, G. Sinn, 'sense, mind'), OE. sid (for *sind),

'way, journey', fr. I.-E. base *sent-, 'to go'

[whence also Olr. set (for sent), 'way']. In L. sen-

lire the orig. meaning was prob. 'to go in a cer-

tain direction, to find out', whence developed

the meaning 'to feel'. See send and cp. assent,

consensus, consent, dissension, dissent. Insensate,



resent, scent, sensible, sentence, sentient, senti-

ment, sentinel.

Derivatives: sense, tr. v., sens-ed, adj., sense-

less, adj., sense-less-ly, adv., sense-less-ness, n.,

sensible (q.v.), sensitive (q.v.), sensual (q.v.),

sensuous (q.v.)

sensi-, combining form denoting sensation. — L.

sensi-, fr. sensus. See sense.

sensibility, n. — ME. sensibilite, fr. MF. (= F.)

sensibilite, fr. hsAcL. sensibilitatem, ace. ofsensi-

bilitas, fr. sensibilis. See sensible and -ity.

sensible, adj. — Late ME., fr. MF. (= F.) sen-

sible, fr. Late L. sensibilis, 'that which can be

perceived by the senses; capable of perceiving',

fr. L. sensus, pp. of sentlre, 'to perceive'. See

sense and -ible.

Derivatives: sensible-ness, n., sensibl-y, adv.

sensitive, adj.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) sensilif({em.

sensitive), fr. ML. sensitlvus, 'pertaining to sen-

sation', irregularly formed fr. L. sensus, pp. of

sentlre, 'to perceive'. See sense and -ive.

Derivatives: sensitive, n., sensitive-ly, adv., sen-

sitive-ness, n., sensitiv-ity, n.

sensitize, tr. v., to render sensitive. — Irregularly

formed fr. sensitive) and suff. -ize.

Derivatives: sensitiz-ation, n., sensitiz-er, n.

sensitometer, n., instrument for measuring the

sensitivity to light of photographic films, etc.—
A hybrid coined from the stem of sensitize and

Gk. i^expov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

Derivative: sensitometr-y, n.

sensorial, adj., sensory. — Formed fr. sensory

with adj. suff. -al.

sensorium, n., the nervous system, including the

organs of sense. — Late L. sensorium, 'the seat

or organ of the senses, the brain', fr. L. sensus,

pp. o(sentire, 'to perceive by the senses, to feel'.

See sense and subst. suff. -cry.

sensory, adj., pertaining to the senses, to sensa-

tion, or to the sensorium.—Formed with adj. suff.

-ory fr. L. sensus, 'perception, sense'. See sense.

sensual, adj. — ME., fr. Late L. sensualis, fr. L.

sensus, 'perception, sense'. See sense and adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: sensual-ism, n., sensual-ist, n.,

sensual-ist-ic, adj., sensuality (q.v.), sensualize

(q.v.), sensual-ly, adv.

sensuality, n.— ME. sensualite, fr. OF. sensualite

(F. sensuality), fr. Late L. sensualitdtem, ace. of

sensudlitds, fr. sensualis. See prec. word and -ity.

sensualize, tr. v.— Formed with suff. -ize fr. Late

L. sensualis. See sensual.

Derivative: sensualiz-ation, n.

sensuous, adj., pertaining to, or affected by, the

senses. — Coined by Milton fr. L. sensus, 'feel-

ing, sense' (see sense), through the addition of

suff. -ous.

Derivatives: sensuous-ly, adv., sensuous-ness, n.

sent, past and pp. of send. — ME. sende, fr. OE.

sende, resp. ME. sente, fr. OE. gesend(ed), fr.

sendan. See send.

sentence, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) sentence, fr.

L. sententia, 'way of thinking, opinion, senti-

ment', fr. *sentientia (the loss of the first / is due

to dissimilation), fr. sentiens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of sentire, 'to feel, be of opinion'. See

sense and cp. sentience.

Derivatives: sentence, tr. v., sentential (q.v.),

sententiary (q.v.), sententiosity (q.v.), sententious

(q.v.)

sentential, adj., pertaining to a sentence. — L.

sententialis, 'in the form of a sentence", fr. sen-

tentia. See prec. word and -ial.

sententiary, n., an aphorist. — ML. sententidrius,

fr. L. sententia. See sentence and subst. suff. -ary.

sententiosity, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L.

sententiosus. See next word.

sententious, adj., 1) pithy; 2) using aphorisms. —
L. sententiosus, 'full of meaning, pithy, senten-

tious', fr. sententia. See sentence, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: sententious-ly, adv., sententious-

ness, n.

sentience, n., 1) capacity for feeling; 2) conscious-

ness. — Formed from next word with suff. -ce.

sentient, adj., 1) capable of feeling; 2) conscious.

— L. sentiens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of sentire,

pp. sensus, 'to perceive by the senses, to feel'.

See sense and -ent and cp. dissentient.

sentiment, n.— F., fr. Late L. sentimentum, fr. L.

sentire, 'to perceive by the senses, to feel'. See

sense and -ment.

sentimental, adj.— Coined by the English clergy-

man and novelist Laurence Sterne (1713-68) in

1767 (in the title of his Sentimental Journey) fr.

prec. word and adj. suff. -al. F. sentimental is an

English loan word.

Derivatives: sentimental-ism, n., sentimentol-ist,

n., sentimental-ity, n., sentimental-ize, tr. v.,

sentimental-ly, adv.

sentinel, n., guard. — F. sentinelle, fr. It. senti-

nella, a derivative of sentire, 'to hear, perceive',

fr. L. sentire, 'to perceive by the senses, to feel'.

See sense.

Derivative: sentinel, v.

sentry, n., soldier placed on guard. — Shortened

for sentery, sentuarie, obsolete collateral forms

of sanctuary (q.v.) Sentry orig. meant 'a place

of safety'. Cp. obsolete E. sentry, in the sense of

'sanctuary'.

Senussi, Senoussi, also Sanussi, Sanoussi, n., a

Moslem sect in North Africa. — Named after

its founder Sidi Muhammad ibn Ali ibn as-

Sanussi (died in 1859).

senza, prep., without. — It., aphetic from L. ab-

sentia, 'in the absence of, abl. of absentia, 'ab-

sence'. See absence and cp. sans and sine, 'with-

out'.

sepal, n., any of the leaves of the calyx (hot.) —
F. sepal, fr. ModL. sepalum, which was coined

by H. J. de Necker in 1790 fr. L. sepdrdtus,

'separate', and petalum, 'petal'. See separate and

petal.

Derivative: sepal{l)-ed, adj.

i
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-sepalous, combining form meaning 'having a

specified number of sepals'.— Formed fr. prec.

word with suff. -ous.

separable, adj.— ME. separable, fr. L. separdbilis,

fr. separdre. See separate, v., and -able.

Derivatives; separabil-ity, n., separable-ness, n.,

separabl-y, adv.

separate, tr. and intr. v. — L. separdtus, pp. of

separdre, 'to put apart, separate', fr. se- &n&pa-

rdre, 'to prepare, arrange'. See pare and verbal

suff. -ate and cp. sever, which is a doublet of

separate. Cp. also sepal.

Derivatives: separation (q.v.), separat-ism, n.,

separat-ist, n., separat-ist-ic, adj., separative

(q.v.), separator (q.v.), separat-ory, adj.

separate, adj.— L. separdtus, pp. oi separdre. See

separate, v., and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: separate-ly, adv., separate-ness, n.,

separatism (q.v.), separatist (q.v.)

separation, n.— ME. separacion, fr. MF. (= F.)

separation, fr. L. separdtionem, 'a sundering,

separation', fr. separdtus, pp. of separdre. See

separate, v., and -ion.

Derivatives: separation-ism, n., separation-ist, n.

separative, adj. — Late L. separdtlvus, fr. L. se-

pardtus, pp. of separdre. See separate, v., and

-ive.

Derivatives: separative-ly, adv., separative-ness,

n.

separator, n. — Late L. separdtor, 'he that

separates, separator', fr. L. separdtus, pp. of se-

pardre. See separate, v., and agential suff. -or.

Sephardic, adj., pertaining to the Sephardim. —
See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

Sephardim, n. pi., descendants of the Jews who

lived in Spain and Portugal. — Inexact render-

ing of ModHeb- S^phdraddim, 'Spaniards; Jews

of Spain', pi. of S'^phdraddf, fr. Heb. S^phdrddh,

mentioned in Obadiah, v. 20, and prob. mean-

ing 'Asia Minor' or a country in it (perhaps

Lydia or Phrygia), but identified by the Jona-

than Targum with Spain.

Sepber Torah, the scroll of the Law (Jewish reli-

gion).— Heb. sepher lord'', 'bookof the law', fr.

sepher, 'book', and tdrd'', 'direction, instruction,

teaching, law'. Heb. sepher is prob. an ancient

loan word fr. Akkad. shipru, 'letter', prop,

'something sent', fr. shapdru, 'to send', esp. 'to

send a letter', hence 'to write a letter' (for sense

development cp. Gk. sTiiaToXTj, 'letter', lit.

'something sent, message', fr. eTriCTxeXXEiv, 'to

send to' ; see epistle). The Hebrew verbs sdphar,

'he counted', sipper, 'he recounted, related', are

denominated fr. sepher. Cp. next word and

Sopherim. For the etymology of Heb. tdrd see

Torah.

sephirah, sephira, n., pi. sephiroth, any of the ten

potencies or agencies of the divine manifesta-

tion (a term of the Cabala). — Heb. s^phird , 'a

counting', prop, verbal n. of sdphdr, 'he count-

ed' (see prec. word); influenced in meaning by

Gk. o9atpa, 'sphere'.

sepia, n., 1) (cap.) a genus of sea mollusks com-

prising the cuttlefishes ; 2) any mollusks of the

genus Sepia; 3) the ink of the cuttlefish; 4)

pigment prepared from the ink of the cuttlefish.

— L. sepia, fr. Gk. aTjTiia, 'cuttlefish', which is

rel. to CTTjKEiv, 'to make rotten', <irj4', 'a venom-

ous kind of lizard', u^tl'ti;, 'putrefaction'. See

sepsis and cp. seps. F. seche, 'sepia', is a loan

word fr. L. sepia.

Derivatives: sepia, sep-ic, adjs.

sepiolite, n., meerschaum. — Compounded of

sepia and Gk. XiS-o?, 'stone'. See -lite.

sepoy, n., a native Indian soldier. — Port, sipai,

sipaia, fr. Hind, and Pers. sipdhi, 'soldier', fr.

sipdh, 'army'. See spabi.

seps, n., a lizard of the genus Chalcides. — L.

seps, fr. Gk. oify, 'a venomous kind of lizard',

from the stem of cttittsiv, 'to make rotten'. See

next word and cp. sepia.

sepsis, n., putrefaction. — Medical L., fr. Gk.

rrrfi/t-c,, 'putrefaction', from the stem of CT?]7reiv,

'to make rotten', which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. sapro-, sepia, seps, septic.

sept, n., a tribe or clan, esp. and Irish clan. — A
blend of sect and L. saeptum, septum, 'hedge'.

See septum.

Derivative: septal (q.v.)

sept-, form of septi- before a vowel.

septal, adj., pertaining to a septum. — See sep-

tum and adj. suff. -al.

septal, adj., pertaining to an Irish sept. — Form-

ed fr. sept with adj. suff. -al.

septan, adj., occurring every seventh day; n.,

fever recurring every seventh day (counting both

days of consecutive occurrence). — ModL.,

formed fr. L. septem, 'seven' (see septem-), on

analogy of quartan, quintan. For the ending see

suff. -an.

septangle, n., a heptagon {geom.) — Compound-

ed of sept- and angle.

septangular, adj., having seven angles. — Com-
pounded of sept- and angular.

septarium, n., a rock nodule. — ModL., fr. L.

saeptum, septum, 'enclosure'. See septum and

-arium.

septate, adj., divided by a septum. — ModL.

saeptdtus, septdtus, fr. L. saeptum, septum, 'en-

closure'. See septum and adj. suff. -ate.

septem-, combining form meaning 'seven'. — L.

septem-, fr. septem, 'seven'. See seven and cp.

hepta-.

September, n., the ninth month of the year. — L.

September {mensis),YiX. 'the seventh month (ofthe

Roman year)', fr. septem, 'seven"; see septem-.

The Roman year began with March (cp. Octo-

ber, November, December).

Septembrist, n., one who took part in the Sep-

tember Massacres of royalists in Paris, 1792. —
F. Septembriste, fr. Septembre, fr. L. September.

See prec. word and -ist.

septempartite, adj., divided into seven parts. —
Compounded of septem- and partite.



septemvir 1420

septemvir, n., one ofseven men associated in some

office or authority (Roman hist.) — L. septem-

viri (pi.), compounded of septem- and viri, pi. of

vir, 'man'. See virile.

septenarius, n., a verse of seven feet (prosody). —
L..se/>re«ariWi,"consistingofseven'.See nextword.

septenary, adj., consisting of seven.— L. septena-

rius, 'consisting of seven', fr. septenl, 'seven

each', fr. septem, 'seven'. See septem- and adj.

suff. -ary.

Derivative: septenary, the number seven; a

group of seven.

septennary, adj., septennial. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ary fr. L. septennium. See septennium.

septennate, n., a period of seven years. — F.

septennat, formed fr. L. septennis, 'of seven

years' (see next word), on analogy of decanat,

'deanery', and other nouns ending in -at, fr. L.

-dtus (see subst. suff. -ate).

septemiial, adj., 1) lasting seven years; 2) oc-

curring every seven years. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. septennium, 'period ofseven years'.

See next word.

Derivative: septennial-ly, adv.

septennium, n., a period of seven years. — L., fr.

septennis, 'of seven years', formed fr. septem,

'seven', and -ennis, fr. annus, 'year'. See septem-

and annual. For the change of Latin a (in annus)

to c (in sept-ennium) see accent and cp. words

there referred to.

Septentrion, n., the constellation of the Great

Bear (astron.) — ME. septemtrioun, fr. L. sep-

tentriones (pi.), 'the seven stars near the North

Pole, the Great Bear; the northern regions',

prop, 'the seven plow oxen', fr. L. septem, 'sev-

en', and trio, gen. triunis, 'plow ox', from the

stem of lerere (perf trivi, pp. tritus), 'to rub'.

See seven and throw and cp. terebra, trite.

Derivatives: Septentrion, adj., pertaining to the

north, septentrional (q.v.)

septentrional, adj., pertaining to the north, north-

ern. — L. septentriondtis, fr. septentriones. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: seplenirion-al-ly, adv.

septet, septette, n., a composition for seven per-

sons, voices or instruments (mus.)— Formed fr.

sept- with suff. -et, -ette, on analogy of duet,

tercet, quartet, etc.

septi-, sept-, combining form meaning 'seven', as

in septilateral. — L. septi-, sept-, fr. septem,

'seven". See septem-.

septi-, also septo- before a vowel sept-, combining

form meaning "septum", as in septifragal. — Fr.

L. septum. See septum.

septi-, before a vowel sept-, combining form

meaning 'decomposed', as in septicemia. — Fr.

Gk. ar,T7-oc. "rotten, putrid'. See septic.

septic, adj., causing putrition. — L. septicus, fr.

Gk. OTiTCTiy.oc, 'putrefactive, septic', fr. cnr]7tT6(;,

'rotten, putrid', verbal adj. of <iYjjTetv, 'to make
rotten'. See sepsis and adj. suff. -ic and cp.

aseptic, antiseptic.

Derivatives: septic, n., a substance that causes

sepsis, septic-al, adj., septic-al-ly, adv., septic-

ity, n.

septicemia, septicaemia, n., septic condition of the

blood; blood poisoning (med.) — Medical L.,

fr. F. septicoemi (now spelled septicemic),

which was coined by the French physician

Pierre-Adolphe Piorry (1794-1879), in 1837 fr.

Gk. crri7tTix6i;, 'putrefactive', and alfia, 'blood'.

See septic and liemal.

septifragal, adj., breaking away from the parti-

tions, applied to a form of dehiscence (bot.) —
Compounded of L. saeptum, septum, 'enclosure,

partition', and the stem offrangere, 'to break'.

See septum and fraction.

septilateral, adj., seven-sided.— Compounded of

septi-, 'seven-', and lateral.

septillion, n., 1) in the United States and France,

a thousand raised to the eighth power (i.e. 1 fol-

lowed by 24 zeros); 2) in Great Britain and

Germany, a million raised to the seventh power

(i.e. 1 followed by 42 zeros). — F. septillion,

formed fr. L. septem, 'seven' (see septem-), on

analogy of million (q.v.) Cp. billion and words

there referred to.

septimal, adj., pertaining to the number seven. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. Septimus,

'seventh'. See next word.

septime, n., the seventh position in fencing. — F.,

fr. L. septima, fem. of Septimus, 'seventh', fr.

septem, 'seven'. See seven.

septo-, combining form. — See 2nd septi-.

septuagenarian, adj. and n., septuagenary. — See

next word and -an.

septuagenary, adj., seventy years old; pertaining

to a person seventy years old; n., a person 70

years old, or between the years 70 and 80. — L.

septuagendrius, 'consisting of seventy', fr. sep-

tudgeni, 'seventy each', which is rel. to septud-

gintd, 'seventy'. See Septuagint and adj. suff.

-ary.

Septuagesima, n., the third Sunday before Lent.

— L. septuagesima (dies), 'seventieth (day)',

fem. of septudgesimus, fr. septudgintd, 'seventy'.

See next word.

Septuagint, n., the oldest Greek translation of

the Bible; the translation was so called because

according to tradition it was made by 70 (more

exactly 72) Jewish scholars. — L. septudgintd,

'seventy', formed, on the analogy oi octoagintd,

a var. of octogintd, 'eighty', fr. septem, 'seven',

with -gintd, a suff. denoting tens. This suff. is

cogn. with Gk. -y.ovTa in Tpiazovra, 'thirty',

TScrciapaxovTa, 'forty', etc. See seven. For the

etymology of Gk. suff. -x.ovTa, L. suff. -gintd,

see penteconta-.

septum, partition. — L. saeptum, septum, pp. of

saepire, sepire, 'to fence in, enclose', fr. saepes,

sepes, gen. -itis, 'hedge, fence, enclosure', which

is cogn. with Gk. ai(x6?, (for *saipmo-), 'thicket',

ai(ji.aaia, 'bushes; wall of dry stones'. Cp. sep-

tate, dissepiment, transept.
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septuple, adj. — F., 'sevenfold', fr. L. septuplus,

formed from the stem of sept-em, 'seven' (see

septem-), with suff. -plus, '-fold', on analogy of

duplus, 'double'. See double and cp. words there

referred to.

sepulcher, sepulchre, n., grave; tomb. — ME.
sepulcre, fr. OF. sepulcre (F. sepulcre), fr. L.

sepulcrum (less correctly sepulchrum), 'grave,

tomb', for *sepel-tlom, from the stem of sepelire

(pp. sepultus), 'to bury', which prob. meant orig.

'to honor, worship', and is cogn. with OI. sa-

parydti, 'honors', and prob. also with OI. sdpati,

'applies himself to, caresses, fondles', Gk. Sttew,

'to be about, busy oneself with'. Cp. hoplite. For

sense development cp. the E. phrase 'to do the

funeral honors to a person'.

Derivatives: sepulcher, sepulchre, tr. v., sepul-

chral (q.v.), sepulchr-ous, adj.

sepulchral, adj.— L. sepulcrdlis, fr. L. sepulcrum.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: sepulchral-ly, adv.

sepulture, n., burial. — ME., fr. OF., fr. L.

sepultura, 'burial', fr. sepultus, pp. of sepelire,

'to bury'. See sepulcher and -ure.

Derivatives: sepulture, tr. v., sepultur-al, adj.

sequacious, adj., following. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. sequdx, gen. -dcis, 'following after,

sequacious', fr. sequor, sequi, 'to follow'. See

next word and -ions.

Derivatives: sequacious-ly, adv., sequacious-

ness, n.

sequel, n. — ME. sequele, sequel, fr. MF. (= F.)

siquelle, fr. L. sequela, 'consequence, sequel',

lit. 'that which follows', from the stem of sequor,

sequi, 'to follow', which is cogn. with OI. sdcate,

sdscati, 'accompanies, follows', Avestic hacaiti,

of s.m., Tech. A sdk-, 'to follow', Gk. eTTEcsdai,

'to follow', Lith. sekii, sekti, 'to follow', Olr.

sechim, sechur, 'I follow', and prob. rel. to L.

socius, 'fellow, companion, associate'. Cp. con-

sectary, consecutive, consequence, ensue, execute,

exequatur, exequies, extrinsic, intrinsic, obse-

quies, obsequious, persecute, prosecute, pursue,

second, sect, seguidilla, sequence, sequester,

subsequent, sue, suit, suite, suivez.

sequela, n., 1) consequence; 2) morbid condition

as the result of a disease (med.) — L. sequela,

'that which follows, consequence'. See prec.

word.

sequence, n., succession; series. — ME., fr. Late

L. sequentia, fr. L. sequens, gen. -entis. See next

word and -ce.

sequent, adj., following. — L. sequens, gen. -entis,

part, of sequi, 'to follow'. See sequel and -ent.

Derivatives: sequent, n., sequent-ial, adj., se-

quent-ial-ly, adv.

sequester, tr. and intr. v., 1) to separate; 2) to

seize, confiscate. — Late ME. sequestren, fr.

MF. (= F.) sequestrer, fr. Late L. sequestrdre,

'to give up for safe keeping', fr. sequester, 'a

depository, trustee', prop, 'that which follows,

is at hand', prob. from *sequos, whence also L.

secus, 'otherwise', prop, 'following', from the

stem of sequor, sequi, 'to follow'. See sequel.

Derivatives: sequester, n., sequester-ed, adj.,

sequestr-able, adj., sequestr-al, adj., sequestrate

(q.v.)

sequestrate, tr. v. — Late L. sequestrdtus, pp. of

sequestrdre. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

sequestration, n. — Late L. sequestrdtid, gen.

-onis, 'a depositing', fr. sequestrdtus, pp. of

sequestrdre. See sequester and -ion.

sequestrator, n. — Late L. sequestrator, fr. seque-

strdtus, pp. of sequestrdre. See prec. word and

agential suff. -or.

sequestrum, n., a piece of dead bone, separated

from the healthy bone (med.) — Medical L., lit.

'anything separated', neut. of L. sequester, used

as a noun. See sequester.

sequin, n., 1) an Italian gold coin; 2) an ornamen-

tal disk or spangle.— F., fr. It. zecchino, 'coin',

dimin. formed fr. zecca, 'a mint', fr. Arab.

sikkJ', 'a die for stamping'. Cp. sicca.

sequin, n., ornament on women's dresses. —
Named in 1802 after the French chemist Sequin,

inventor of the shining artificial flowers.

Sequoia, n., a genus of trees of the pine family

(bot.)— Named after Sequoyah, prop. Sikwayi,

a Cherokee Indian, inventor of the Cherokee

syllabary (died 1843).

ser, also seer, n., a weight of India varying in size

in different parts of the country. — Hind, ser, fr.

01. setak.

serac, n., a pinnacle of ice on a glacier. — Swiss

F. serac, 'a kind of cheese', derived fr. L. serum,

'whey' (see serum); so called from its shape.

seraglio, n., 1) harem; 2) (capit.) name of the old

palace of the sultan in Constantinople. — It.

serraglio, lit. 'enclosure', later also used in the

sense of 'palace' (prob. under the influence of

Turk, serdi, 'palace'), fr. ML. serrdculum, 'bar

(of a door), bolt', fr. VL. *serrdre, 'to bar, bolt',

fr. Late L. serdre, of s.m., fr. L. sera, 'a bar (for

fastening a door)'. See sear, 'catch in the lock

of a gun'. The suff. -aglio in It. serraglio repre-

sents L. -dculum, used to form place names. Cp.

e.g. L. cend-culum, 'dining room'.

serai, n., a place for the accommodation of trav-

elers in the East. — Turk, serdi, 'palace', fr.

Pers. sardi, 'mansion, inn', fr. OPers. srdda,

'residence', from base/ira-, 'to protect', whence

also Avestic &rdyeinti, 'they protect'. See cara-

vanserai.

serang, n., boatswain of a ship in the East Indies.

— Pers. sarhang, 'commander", compounded of

sar, 'head, chief", and hang, 'power'. Pers. sar is

cogn. with OI. siras-, 'head, summit", Gk. xapa,

'head', L. cerebrum, 'the brain'. See cerebrum

and cp. the first element in sarangousty, seerpaw,

seraslder, sircar.

serape, n., a shawl. — Mexican Sp. sarape.

serapli, n. — Back formation fr. Heb. seraphim,

pi. of sdrdph, lit. 'the burning one', from the

verb sdrdph, 'he burned', which is rel. to Akkad.



seraphim

sharapu, 'to burn'. Cp. OEgypt. srf, 'to be hot'.

Derivatives: seraph-ic, seraph-ic-al, adj., seraph-

ic-al-ly, adv.

seraphim, n. pi., seraphs. — Heb. seraphim. See

seraph.

seraphine, n., an obsolete reed instrument. —
Formed fr. seraph with suff. -ine.

Serapias, n., a genus of orchids (hot.) — L., fr.

Gk. CTEpaTtidii;, 'an orchid', prop, 'a plant dedi-

cated to Serapis', fr. 'S.i^a.-itic,. See Serapis.

Serapis, n., a famous god of the lower world

{Egyptian, Greek and Roman mythol.) — L., fr.

Gk. SspaTT!.?, fr. earUer Gk. SapaTti?, fr.

Egypt. User-hapi, lit. 'Osiris-Apis'. See Osiris

and Apis and cp. prec. word.

seraskier, n., Turkish commander in chief. —
Turk, ser asker, lit. 'head of the army', fr. Pers.

sar, 'head', and Arab, askar, 'army'. For the

first element see cerebrum and cp. serang and

words there referred to. For the second element

see lascar.

Serb, n., 1) a native of Serbia; 2) Serb language.

— Fr. Serb Srb.

Derivatives: Serb-ian, adj. and n.

Serbonian, adj., pertaining to, or designating.

Lake Serbonis in Egypt (now dry). — Gk.

Seppcovic r) >.ifiVT]. For the ending see suff.

-ian.

sere, adj., dried up; withered. — See sear, adj.

sere, n., the catch in the lock of a gun. — A var.

of sear, n.

serein, n., a fine, misty rain. — P., fr. OF. seirein,

fr. seir (F. soir), 'evening', fr. L. serum, 'late

time', prop. neut. of the adj. serus, 'late', used

as a noun. See serotine and cp. soiree.

Serena, fem. PN.— Fr. L. serena, fern, of serenus,

'clear, fair, bright, joyous'. See serene.

serenade, n. — F. serenade, fr. It. serenata, lit.

'calm sky', fr. sereno, 'serene, calm', fr. L. sere-

nus. See serene and -ade. It. serenata was influ-

enced in meaning by the noun sera, 'evening'

(fr. L. sera, fem. of serus, 'late'), whence arose

the sense 'music played at night'. See serotine

and cp. serein.

Derivatives : serenade, tr. and intr. v., serenad-er,

n.

serenata, n., serenade. — It., whence F. serenade.

See serenade.

serendipity, n., the gift of finding interesting

things by chance. — Coined by the English

author Horace Walpole (1717-97) in a letter to

Mann in January 1754 from the title of his tale

The Three Princes ofSerendip, who were endow-

ed with the same faculty. Serendipor Serendib is

the former name of Ceylon. For the ending see

suff. -ity.

serene, adj., clear, bright; calm. — L. serenus,

'clear, fair, cloudless, serene', of uncertain ori-

gin. It possibly stands for *kseresnos and is

cogn. with Gk. 5ir)p6?, 'dry', OI. kfardh, 'burn-

ing, corroding*, kfdyati, 'bums', OHG. sera-

wen, 'to become dry'. Cp. elixir, xerasia, xero-.
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Derivatives: serene, a. and tr. v., serene-ly, adv.,

serene-ness, n., serenity (q.v.)

serenity, n. — MF. (= F.) serenite, fr. OF. sere-

nite, fr. L. serenltdtem, ace. of serenitas, 'clear-

ness, serenity', fr. serenus. See serene and -ity.

serf, n.— F., fr. L. servum, ace. of servus, 'slave'.

See serve.

Derivatives: serf-age, n., serf-dom, serf-hood, n.

serge, n. — ME. sarge. fr. MF. sarge, serge (F.

serge), fr. OF., fr. VL. *sarica, fr. L. serica, fem.

used as a noun fr. the adj. sericus, 'of silk', fr.

Gk. aTjpixoi;, lit. 'the Seric fabric', fr. SifjpLxo?,

'pertaining to the Srjps?'. See Seric. Cp. OProv-

enp., Sp. sarga, 'serge', and Rum. saricd,

'frieze', which also derive fr. VL. *sarica, and

It. sargia, 'serge', which is a French loan word.

sergeant, serjeant, n. — ME., fr. OF. sergent,

serjant (F. sergent), fr. L. servientem, ace. of

serviens, pres. part, of servire, 'to serve'. See

serve and -ant and cp. servant, which is a doub-

let of sergeant.

Derivatives: sergean-cy, serjean-cy, n., ser-

geanty, serjeanty (q.v.)

sergeanty, serjeanty, n., a tenure of land on con-

dition of rendering some specified personal

service to the king (Eng. feudal law). — ME.
sergeantie, fr. OF. sergentie, serjantie, fr. ser-

gent, serjant. See prec. word and -y (represent-

ing OF. -ie).

Sergius, masc. PN. — L., of Etruscan origin.

serial, adj., arranged in a series. — Formed fr.

series with adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives; serial, n., serial-ity, n., serial-ize,

tr. v., serial-ly, adv.

seriate, adj., arranged in a series.— ML. seridtus,

pp. of seridre, 'to arrange in a series', fr. L.

series. See series and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: seriate-ly, adv., seriat-ion, n.

seriatim, adv., serially. — ML. seriatim, fr. L.

series. See series. For the suff. -dtim sec gradatim.

Seric, adj., Chinese. — L. Sericus, fr. Gk. STjpi-

y.6c„ 'pertaining to the STJps;', a people of East-

ern Asia, identified with the Chinese. Cp. serge,

sericeous, silk. For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

sericate, adj., sericeous. — See next word and

adj. suff. -ate.

sericeous, adj., silky. — Late L. sericeus, fr. L.

sericum, 'silk' (prop, subst. use of the neut. of

the adj. sericus, 'silken'), fr. Gk. (TT,pix6v, 'silk',

lit. 'the Seric fabric', neut. of arjpixo;, 'silken',

fr. S-rjpixoc, 'pertaining to the STJpe;'. See

Seric and -ous.

sericite, n., a species of silky muscovite (mineral.)

— Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. L. sericus,

'silken', lit. 'of the Seres'. See prec. word.

Sericocarpus, n., a genus of plants, the white-

topped aster (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'silky fruit'.

See sericeous and carpel,

sericulture, n., production of silk by breeding

silkworms. — Shortened fr. F. sericiculture, fr.

L. sericum, 'silk', and cultOra, 'culture'. See seri-

ceous and culture.

U23 serpent

Derivatives: sericultur-al, adj., sericultur-ist, n.

seriema, n., the name of two large, long-legged

birds {Cariama cristata and Chunga burmeisteri),

— ModL., fr. Tupi seriema, which lit. means

'crested'. Cp. Cariamae.

series, n. — L. series, 'a row, succession, se-

quence, series', rel . to serere, 'to put in a row, join

together, connect, combine', sermd, 'talk, dis-

course, speech', and in gradational relationship

to sors, 'lot' ; cogn. with OI. sarat-, 'thread', Gk.

sfpEtv, 'to fasten together in rows, to insert',

£p[jLQt, 'band, noose, earring', opjio;, 'necklace',

6p[xaft6?, 'row, chain', Goth, sarwa (pi.), 'ar-

mor, arms', OE. searo (gen. searwes), OHG.
saro (gen. sarawes), of s.m., ON. sorve, 'neck-

lace of stringed pearls', Olr. sernaid, 'he joins

together', sreth, W. ystret, 'row'. Cp. assert,

assort, consort, desert, 'to leave', desert, 'waste',

dissert, exert, exsert, insert, resort, sear, 'the

catch in the lock of a gun', sermon, Sertularia,

sorcerer, sort, the first element in sortilege and

the second element in Laertes.

serif, n. — See ceriph.

serin, n., a yellow finch (Sermus hortulanus). —
F., prob. fr. L. siren, fr. Gk. ozip-'ip, 'siren',

used also to denote a species of bird. See siren.

serinette, n., a musical instrument used in train-

ing songbirds, esp. serins. — F., formed fr.

serin with suff. -ette.

seringa, n., a Brazilian rubber tree. — Port. See

syringa.

serio-, combining form meaning 'serious and'. —
L. serio-, fr. serius. See serious.

seriocomic, adj., serious and comic at the same

time. — Compounded of serio- and comic.

Derivatives: seriocomic, n , seriocomic-al, adj ,

seriocomic-al-ly, adv.

seriosity, n.— ML. seriositds, fr. Late L. seriosus.

See next word and -ity.

serious, adj. — F. serieux (fem. serieuse), fr. Late

L. seriosus, fr. L. serius, 'grave, earnest, serious',

which is cogn. with Lith. sveriu, sverti, 'to weigh,

lift', svariis, 'heavy', svdras, 'pound, balance',

OE. swSre, swSr, swdr, 'heavy', OS. swdr, ON.

svdrr, MDu. sware, Du. zwaar, OHG. swdr(i),

sward, MHG. sviaere, swdre, G. schwer, 'heavy',

Goth, swers, 'honored, esteemed', lit. 'weighty'.

Cp. also Gk. cpfj-a, 'ballast', which prob. stands

for *swerma and prop, means 'center of grav-

ity'.

Derivatives: serious-ly, adv., serious-ness, n.

Serjeant, serjeanty. — See sergeant, sergeanty.

sermon, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) sermon, fr. L.

sermonem, ace. of sermo, 'a speaking, talking,

conversation, diction', lit. 'that which is put

together in a certain order', fr. sero, serere, 'to

join or bind together, combine, compose'. For

the sense development of sermo, fr. serere cp.

the term orationes serere, 'to compose speeches'.

For theetymology of serere see soles. The mean-

ing of F. and E. sermon ('discourse delivered

from the pulpit of a church'), is due to the ellip-

tical use of L. sermo in the sense of sermo reli-

gidsus, 'a religious discourse'. Cp. It. sermone,

Sp. sermon, which are of the same origin and

meaning as OF. sermon.

Derivatives : iermon, tr. and intr. \.,sermon-er,

n., sermonet, sermonette (qq. v.), sermonettino

(q.v.), sermon-ic, sermon-ic-al, adjs., sermon-

ic-al-ly, adv., sermon-ics, n. pi., sermon-ize,

intr. and tr. v., sermon-iz-er, n.

sermonet, sermonette, n. , a short sermon.— Form-

ed fr. sermon with dimin. suff. -et, resp. -ette.

sermonettino, n., a very little sermon. — It., a

double dimin. formed fr. sermonetto, 'a little

sermon', fr. sermone, 'sermon'. See sermon and

cp. sermonet, serrrumette.

sero-, combining form meaning 'in connection

with serum'.— Fr. L. serum, 'whey'. See serum.

serology, n., the study of serums. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. serum, 'whey', and Gk. -Xoyia,

fr. -XhyoQ, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See

serum and -logy. The correct form is orrhology,

in which both elements are of Greek origin.

Derivative: serolog-ic-al, adj.

seroon, n., a bale for fruit, etc., covered in an ani-

mal's hide. — Sp. serdn, 'hamper, crate', rel.

to Port, seira, of s.m. ; of uncertain origin.

serosity, n., the state of being serous. — F. sero-

sa^, fr. MF., fr. sereux, 'serous'. See serous and

-ity.

serotherapy, n., the treatment of disease by inject-

ing serum into the veins. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. serum, 'whey', and Gk. ^Epancia, 'service,

attendance'. See serum and therapy. The correct

form is orrhotherapy, in which both elements are

of Greek origin.

serotine, adj., late. — F. serotine, fr. L. serotinus,

'that which comes, happens, late, or in the eve-

ning', fr. serus, 'late', which is rel. to L. setius,

'later', and cogn. with Olr. sir, 'long, for a long

time, everlasting', W., Co., Bret, hir, 'long', OI.

sdydm, 'in the evening', Goth, seipus, 'late', OE.

sid, 'late', siddan, 'since, later'. All these words

are derivatives of I.-E. base *se(i)-, 'to be slow,

come late'. See since and adj. suff. -ine and cp.

serotine, n., and serein, soiree. Cp. also the

second element in menhir.

serotine, n., a small bat. Vespertilio serotinus. —
F. serotine, fr. L. serotinus, 'that which comes

late or in the evening'. See serotine, adj.

serotinous, adj., appearing later in the season

than is usual. — L. serotinus. See serotine, adj.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

serous, adj., pertaining to, or producing, serum.

— F. sereux, fem. sereuse, fr. L. serum, 'whey'.

See serum and -ous and cp. serosity.

serow, n., any of the antelopes of the genus

Naemorhedus. — East Indian native name.

Serpens, n., a constellation adjoining Ophiuchus

(astroni) — L. serpens, 'serpent'. See next word.

serpent, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) serpent, fr. L.

serpentem, ace. of serpens, 'serpent, snake'.



serpenti-

prop. pres. part, of serpere, 'to creep', hence lit.

meaning 'a creeping thing'. L. serpere is cogn.

with OI. sdrpati, 'creeps', sarpdh, 'serpent', Gk.

IpicEtv, 'to creep', IpnETiv, 'serpent'. Alb.

gdrper, 'serpent'. Cp. herpes, serpigo, Serpula.

For the ending see suff. -ent. L. serpere is prob.

not rel. to repere, 'to creep' (see reptile).

Derivatives: serpent-ile, adj., serpent-ize, tr. and

intr. v., serpent-ly, adv.

serpenti-, combining form meaning 'serpent'. —
L. serpenti-, stem of serpens, gen. serpentis, 'ser-

pent, snake'. See serpent.

Serpentid, n. (astron.) — Formed fr. Serpens

with suff. -Id.

serpentiform, adj., resembling a serpent.— Com-
pounded of serpenti- and L. forma, 'form,

shape'. See form, n.

serpentine, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) serpentin

(fem. serpentine), 'like a serpent', fr. Late L.

serpentinus, fr. L. serpens, gen. -entis. See ser-

pent and adj. suff. -ine.

Derivatives: serpentine, n. and intr. v., serpen-

tin-ic, adj., serpentin-ize, tr. v., serpentin-iz-

ation, n., serpentin-ous, adj.

serpentry, n., 1) serpents collectively; 2) a place

where serpents are kept. — Coined by the

English poet John Keats (1795-1821) fr. serpent

and suff. -ry.

serpierite, n., a basic sulfate of copper and zinc

(mineral.) — Named after the Italian engineer

J. B. Serpieri, explorer of the mines at Laurium,

Greece. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

serpiginous, adj., of the nature of serpigo. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. Medical L. serpigo,

gen. -inis. See next word.

Derivative: serpiginous-ly, adv.

serpigo, n., ringworm; herpes (med.) — Medical

L. serpigo, 'a creeping skin disease', fr. L. ser-

pere, 'to creep', whence also serpens, 'serpent,

snake'. See serpent.

Serpula, n., a genus of marine worms (zool.) —
L. serpula, 'a little snake', fr. serpere, 'to creep'.

See serpent and -ule.

serra, n., a sawlike organ {zool.)— L., 'a saw', of

uncertain origin. Cp. sierra. Cp. also cere,

serradelia, n., a kind of clover.— Port, serradela,

a dimin. noun formed fr. serrado, 'serrated', fr.

L. serrdtus. See serrate.

Serranidae, n. pi., a family of fishes {ichthyol.) —
ModL., fr. Serrdnus, name of the type, fr. L.

serra, 'saw'. See serra and -idae.

serranoid, adj., pertaining to the Serranidae. —
A hybrid coined fr. ModL. Serrdnus and Gk.

-oeiSr)!;, 'like', fr. eISoq, 'form, shape'. See

prec. word and -oid.

serrate, adj., notched, resembling the teeth of a

saw. — L. serrdtus, 'sawlike', fr. serra. See

serra and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: serrat-ed, adj., serrat-ion, n.

Serricornia, n. pi., a class of beetles with serrated

antennae {zool.) — ModL., lit. 'having sawlike

horns', fr. L. serra, 'saw', and cornO, 'horn'. See

U2-i

serra and horn and cp. corn, 'a horny indura-

tion'. For the ending see 2nd suff. -ia.

serriferous, adj., having serrated edges {bot. and

zool.) — Compounded of L. serra, 'saw', and

the stem offerre, 'to bear, carry'. See serra and

-ferous.

serriform, adj., sawlike. — Compounded of L.

serra, 'saw', a.nd forma, 'form, shape'. See serra

and form, n.

serrulate, adj., finely toothed.— Fr. L. serrula, 'a

little saw', dimin. of serra, 'saw'. See serra, -ule

and adj. suff. -ate.

serry, intr. and tr. v., to press closely together. —
F. serre, pp. of serrer, 'to press together', fr. VL.

*serrdre, 'to bar, bolt', fr. Late L. serdre, fr. L.

sera, 'a bar (for fastening a door)'. See sear, 'the

catch in the lock of a gun'.

Derivatives : jern- erf-Zy, adv., serri-ed-ness, n.

Sertularia, n., a genus of branching hydroids

(zool.) — ModL., fr. L. sertula (pL), dimin. of

serta, 'wreathes of flowers, garlands', which is

prop. pi. neut. pp. of serere, 'to join together".

See series and cp. words there referred to.

SertuUarian, adj., pertaining to the genus Ser-

tutlaria. — See prec. word and -an.

serum, n. — L., 'watery fluid; whey', cogn. with

Gk. 6p6i; (for *cop6?), 'whey', OL sardh,

'flowing', sarit, 'brook, river', Gk. opfty), 'as-

sault, attack, onset, impulse', op^tav, 'to urge,

stimulate', Lett, sirt, 'to make a raid', fr. I.-E.

base *ser-, *sor-, 'to run, flow'. Cp. hormone,

orrho-, serac and the second element in Apsaras,

samsara. I.-E. base *ser-, *sor-, 'to flow, run',

is rel. to base *srew-, of s.m; see rheo-.

servable, adj. — Formed fr. serve with suff. -able.

serval, n., an African wild cat {Felix serval). —
P., introduced by Buffon fr. Port, lobo cerval,

'lynx', which is formed—with change of suff.

—

fr. L. lupus cervdrius (whence also F. loup cer-

vier), 'lynx', lit. 'wolf that hunts the stag', fr.

lupus, 'wolf, and cervdrius, 'pertaining to a

stag', fr. cervus, 'stag'. See cervine.

Derivative: serval-ine, adj.

servant, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) servant, pres.

part, of servir, 'to serve', fr. L. servire, fr. servus,

'slave'. See serve and -ant and cp. sergeant, which

is a doublet of servant.

Derivative: servant-ry, n.

serve, tr. and intr. v.— ME. serven, fr. OF. (= F.)

servir, fr. L. servire, 'to be a slave, to serve', fr.

servus, 'slave', which is an Etruscan loan word

(see E. Benveniste in Revue des £tudes Latines,

Paris, 10, 429 ff.) ; cp. the name of Servius Tul-

lius, who was of Etruscan origin. L. servus is not

related to servdre, 'to save, preserve'. Cp. serf,

servant, servient, servile, sirvente, concierge,

deserve, dessert, subserve, subservient.

Derivatives: serve, n., serv-er, n., serv-ing, n.

service, n., act of serving. — ME. servise, service,

fr. OF. servise, service (F. service), fr. L. servi-

tium, 'state of a slave', fr. servus, 'slave'. See

serve and -ice.
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Derivatives: service, tr. v., serviceable (q.v.)

serviceable, adj., ready to serve.— ME. servisable,

fr. MF., fr. OF., fr. servise, service. See service

and -able.

Derivatives : serviceabit-ity, n., serviceable-ness,

n., serviceabl-y, adv.

service tree. — ME. serves, pi. meaning 'service

berries', mistaken for a singular, fr. OE. syrfe,

'service tree', fr. VL. *sorbea, fr. L. sorbus, 'ser-

vice tree'. See sorb.

servient, adj., subordinate. — L. serviens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of servire, 'to serve'. See serve

and -lent.

Derivative: servient-ial, adj.

serviette, n., a table napkin. — F., fr. servir, 'to

serve'. See serve and -ette.

servile, adj. — ME., fr. L. servilis, 'belonging to

a slave; slavish, servile', fr. servus, 'slave'. See

serve and -ile.

Derivatives: servile-ly, adv., servile-ness, n.,

servil-ism, n., servil-ity, n.

servitor, n., servant. — ME. servitour, fr. OF.

servitour (F. serviteur), fr. Late L. servitorem,

ace. of servitor, 'servant', fr. L. servire, 'to

serve'. See serve and agential suff. -or.

Derivatives : servitor-ial, adj., servitor-ship, n.

servitude, n., bondage. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

servitude, fr. L. servitudo, 'slavery', fr. servus,

'slave'. See serve and -tude.

sesame, n., 1) an East Indian plant, whose seeds

yield an oil and are used as food; 2) its seeds.—
F. sesame, fr. L. sesamum, fr. Gk. ar)CTa(j.ov,

'seed or fruit of the sesame plant', crr)CTajj,r), 'ses-

ame plant', fr. Dor. actaajjiov, which is a Semit-

ic loan word. Cp. Aram, shumsh md, 'sesame',

Arab, simsim, Akkad. shamashshamu, of s.m.

Through the medium of the Phoenicians this

Semitic word was borrowed by the Greeks very

early. It is found in 15th cent. Mycenaean

Greek. See Michael Ventris and John Chad-

wick, Documents in Mycenaean Greek (Cam-

bridge University Press), Index, s.v. Semitic

Loanwords. Cp. the words chiton, chrysalis,

cumin.

sesamoid, adj. and n. — Lit. 'shaped like a ses-

ame seed', fr. Gk. arjaaixoeiSTj?, 'like sesame

or sesame seed', which is compounded of ovjaa-

^lov, 'sesame', and -osiSr;?, 'like', fr. sISoc,

'form, shape'. See prec. word and suff. -oid.

Derivative: sesamoid-al, adj.

Sesban, n. — The same as Sesbania.

Sesbania, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

{bot.) — ModL., fr. Arab, saysabdn, fr. Pers.

sisabdn. For the ending see 1 st suff. -ia.

Sesia, n., a genus of moths {zool.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. (jyj?, 'moth', which is of Semitic origin.

Cp. Heb. sds, Aram, sasd, Arab, siis, susa ,

Ethiop. ddde. Akkad. sdsu, 'moth'. For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

sesqui-, combining form meaning 'one halfmore'.

— L., contraction of *sem{i)sque, 'and a half

(more)', fr. semi-, 'half (see s«ni-), and -que.

'and', which is cogn. with OL, Avestic ca,

OPers. cd, Gk. te, Phryg. xe, Goth -h, Bulg. ce,

Olr. -ch, 'and'.

sesquicentennial, adj., pertaining to a century

and a half; n., the one hundred and fiftieth an-

niversary. — Compounded of sesqui- and cen-

tennial.

sesquipedalian, adj., a foot and a half long. —
Formed with suff. -ian fr. L. sesquipeddlis,

which is compounded of sesqui- and peddlis,

'pertaining to the foot'. See pedal, adj.

sessile, adj., attached directly to the main stem

{bot.) — L. sessilis, 'pertaining to sitting, for

sitting', fr. sess-{um), pp. stem of sedere, 'to sit'.

See sedentary and -ile.

Derivative: sessil-ity, n.

session, n. — ME., fr. OF., fr. L. sessionem, ace.

of sessid, 'a sitting; a session', fr. sess-{um),

pp. stem of sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary and

-ion, F. session has been reborrowed fr. English.

Derivative: session-al, adj.

sesterce, n., an ancient Roman coin. — L. sester-

tius, short for sestertius nummus, contraction

of semis-tertius, lit. 'half the third", i.e. 'two and

a half. See semi- and tertian.

sestertium, n., one thousand sesterces. — Fr. L.

{duo milia) sestertium ('two thousand) sesterces',

where sestertium is the contracted gen. pi. of

sestertius, 'sesterce'. The suff. -um in sestertium

was mistaken for the nom. sing. suff. of neuter

nouns pertaining to the second declension. See

sesterce.

sestet, n., 1) a sextet; 2) the last six lines of a

sonnet. — It. sestetto, fr. seslo, "sixth", fr. L.

sextus, 'sixth'. See sixth and cp. sextet.

sestina, n., a verse form consisting of six stanzas,

invented by Arnaut Daniel, a Provencal trouba-

dour of the 12th cent. — It., fr. sesto, 'sixth". See

prec. word.

Sesuvium, n., a genus of plants, the sea purslane

{bot.) — ModL., of unknown origin.

Set, also Seth, n., an Egyptian god of evil.— Gk.

2y)^, fr. Egypt. Setesh.

set, tr. and intr. v. — ME. setten, fr. OE. settan,

'to cause to sit, set, plant, build, found", rel. to

OS. settian, ON. setja, Dan. ssette, Swed. sdtta,

OFris. setta, MDu. setten, Du. zetten, OHG.
sezzen, MHG., G. setzen, Goth, satjan; fr.

Teut. *sat-, causative of *set-, 'to sit", whence

OE. sittan, OS. sittian, etc. See sit, sedentary.

Derivatives: set, n., the act of setting, setter

(q.v.), sett-ing, n.

set, n., a number of group of persons or things.

— ME. sette, sett, set, fr. OF. sette, 'sequence",

a var. of secte, fr. L. secta, 'a following; sect',

fern. pp. of sequi, 'to follow". See sequel and

words there referred to and cp. sect.

set, adj., fixed. — ME. sett, prop. pp. of setten,

'to set'. See set, v.

seta, n., pi. setae, a bristlelike part or organ {bot.

and zool.) — L. saeta (less correctly seta), 'stiff

hair, bristle', which is prob. cogn. with OI.



setaceous

setuh, 'band, fetter, bridge', Avestic haetu-,

'dam, dike', OSlav. setl, 'cord, rope', Lith. setas,

sietas, 'a fine sieve (esp. of liorsehair)', OE. sdda,

OHG. seid, seito, 'noose, snare', OHG. saita,

MHG. seite, G. Saite, 'string, chord'. Tiiese

words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *sai-, 'to bind',

whence also OI. sydti, sinati, 'binds', OSlav. silo,

'rope', Lett, sienu, siet, 'to bind', OHG., MHG.,
G. seil, 'rope', ON. seimr, 'chord'. Cp. seton, se-

tula, and the second element in Catasetum,

Equisetum, Trisetum.

setaceous, adj., bristly. — ModL. setdceus, fr. L.

saeta, seta. See prec. word and -aceous.

Setaria, n., a genus of plants, the bristly foxtail

grass (hot.) — ModL., fr. L. seta, 'bristle'. See

seta, adj. sufF. -ary and 1st -ia.

Seth, masc. PN.; in the Bible the third son of

Adam.— Lit. 'set, appointed', fr. Heb. shith, 'to

put, set', which is rel. to Syr. shiyydthd,

'quality, appearance'.

Seth, n. — See Set.

setiferous, adj., bearing bristles. — Compounded

of L. saeta, seta, 'bristle', and the stem oiferre,

'to bear, carry'. See seta and -ferous.

setiform, adj., having the form of a bristle. —
Compounded of L. saeta, seta, 'bristle', and

forma, 'form, shape'. See seta and form, n.

setigerous, adj., the same as setiferous. — L.

saetiger, setiger, 'having bristles, bristly', com-

pounded oi saeta, seta, 'bristle', and the stem of

gerere, 'to bear'. See seta and -gerous.

seton, n., twist of horsehairs or thread of silk or

linen to keep a wound open (surg.) — F. seton,

fr. It. setone, augment, of seta, 'silk', fr. VL.

seta, 'silk', fr. L. saeta, seta. See seta.

setose, adj., bristly, setaceous. — L. saetdsus, se-

tdsiis, 'full of bristles, bristly', fr. saeta, seta. See

seta and adj. suff. -ose.

setous, adj., setose. — See prec. word and -ous.

sett, n., 1) name of various tools; 2) sett for

paving. — A var. of set, n., 'the act of setting',

fr. set, V.

settee, n., a kind of long seat with back and arms.

— Formed with dimin. suff. -ee fr. set, 'the act

of setting'. See set, v.

settee, n., a kind of sharp-prowed Mediterranean

vessel.— F. scetie, setie, fr. It. saettia, fr. saetta,

'arrow', fr. L. sagitta, of s.m. See sagittal.

setter, n., one who sets. — ME., fr. setten, 'to

set'. See set, v., and agential suff. -er.

settle, n., a bench with a high back. — ME. setel,

setil, fr. OE. setl, 'a seat', rel. to MLG., MDu.
setel, Du. zetel, OHG. sesjol, MHG. se^sel, G.

Sessel, Goth, sitts, fr. I.-E. base *sedla-, whence

also Laconic Gk. ^XXS (for *sedld), 'seat', L.

sella (for *sedld), 'seat, chair', OSlav. sedlo,

'saddle'. Arm. eti, 'place', teii, of s.m., OE.

sadol, 'saddle'. I.-E. *sedla- is an enlargement

of base *sed-, 'to sit'. See sit, sedentary and cp.

saddle and sell, 'seat'.

settle, tr. and intr. v. — ME. setlen, settlen, fr.

OE. setlan, fr. setl, 'a seat', rel. to OHG. gisi-

U26

dalen, MHG. sidelen, G. siedeln, 'to settle,

colonize'; see settle, n. In the sense 'to settle a

quarrel', E. settle seems to have been confused

with ME. sahtlen, 'to reconcile', which derives

fr. OE. saht, 'reconciliation', fr. ON. sxtt, salt,

'reconciliation'.

Derivatives: settl-ed, adj., settl-ed-ly, adv., settl-

ed-ness, n., settlement (q.v.), settl-er, n.

settlement, n. — Formed fr. E. settle, v., with

suff. -ment.

setula, n., a small bristle. — Late L. saetula, se-

tula, dimin. of L. saeta, seta, 'bristle'. See seta

and -ule.

setwall, n., valerian. — ME. setevale, cetevale, fr.

OF. citoual, citouar, fr. ML. zedodria, ult. fr.

Pers. zedwar. See zedoary.

seven, adj. — ME. seven, sevene, fr. OE. seofon,

rel. to OS. setun, ON. sjau, Swed. sju, Dan. syv,

OFris. si(u)gun [on analogy of the g in ni{u)gun\,

MDu. seven, Du. zeven, OHG. sibun, MHG.
siben, G. sieben, Goth, sibun, and cogn. with OI.

saptd, Avestic hapta, Toch. A spat, B. fukt, guk

(with k for p, on analogy of the k of the follow-

ing numeral okt, 'eight'), Hitt. shipta. Arm.

evt'n, Gk. eviTa, L. septem. Alb. stats (prob.

assimilated to gaste, 'six'), OSlav. sedmi (for

"sebdml), Lith. septyni, Olr. secht", W. saith,

'seven'. Cp. hebdomad, hepta-, septem-, Septem-

ber.

Derivatives: seven, n., seven-fold, adj. and adv.,

seven-fold-ed, adj.

seventeen, n. — ME. seventene, fr. OE. seofon-

tyne. See seven and -teen.

seventeenth, adj. — ME. sevententhe; see prec.

word and numeral suff. -th. The OE. form is

seofon-teoda.

Derivatives: seventeenth, n., seventeenth-ly, adv.

seventh, adj. — ME. seventhe; see seven and

numeral suff. -th. The OE. form is seofoda; cp.

ON. sjaundi, OS. sivondo, Dan. syvende, Swed.

sjunde, OHG. sibunto, MHG. sibende, G sie-

bente, siebte. Cp. also septimal, septime.

Derivatives: seventh, n., seventh-ly, adv.

seventieth, adj. and n. — ME. seventithe. See

seventy and numeral suff. -th.

seventy, adj. — ME., fr. OE. seofontig. See seven

and numeral suff. -ty.

Derivatives: seventy, n., seventieth (q.v.)

sever, tr. and intr. v. — ME. severen, fr. OF.

sevrer, 'to separate' (whence, since the 13th

cent., 'to wean'), fr. VL. seperdre, fr. L. separdre,

'to separate'. It. scevrare, sceverare, and OProv-

en?. sebrar, 'to separate', also derive fr. VL. se-

perdre. See separate, v., and cp. several, sever-

ance, dissever, disseverance.

Derivative: sever-able, adj.

several, adj. — ME., fr. AF., fr. ML. separdlis, fr.

L. separ, 'separate, different', back formation

fr. separdre. See separate, v., and adj. suff. -al

and cp. sever.

Derivatives: several, n., several-ly, adv.

severalty, n., 1) the condition of being several; 2)
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property held by individual right; 3) the condi-

tion of property so held. — ME. severalte, fr.

AF. severalte, severaute. See prec. word and

subst. suff. -ty.

severance, n. — ME. severaunce, fr. OF. se-

vrance, fr. sevrer. See sever and -ance.

severe, adj. — MF., fr. L. severus, 'serious, grave,

strict, austere', prob. fr. *se (se) verd, 'without

kindness'. The first element is identical with the

prep, se, 'without'; see se- and cp. words there

referred to. The second element derives fr. I.-E.

base *wer-, 'to be kind, show kindness',

whence also ON. vxrr, 'kind, friendly, pleasing',

OHG. miti-wdri, 'gentle, mild', prob. also OE.

wSr, 'agreement, treaty; promise, pledge; faith,

fidelity, friendship'. Homer. Gk. fipa, ace. (for

*f7)pa) in^ipa ijepeiv, 'to do a favor', eTrt-Tjpa,

'pleasing gifts', sm-r,poi;, 'pleasant, grateful',

epavo; (for 'fepavoi;), 'a meal to which every-

one contributed his share', and L. verus, 'true'

;

see Walde-Hofmann, LEW, II, 528 s.v. severus,

and Frisk, GEW., 1, 642, s.v. %a. See very, adj.,

and cp. asseverate, persevere. Cp. also heorto-

logy, Varangian. Cp. also warrant, n.

Derivatives: severe, adv., severe-ly, adv., severe-

ness, n., severity (q.v.)

severity, n. — MF. (= F.) severite, fr. L. severi-

tdtem, ace. of severitds, fr. severus. See severe

and -ity.

Seville orange, also Seville, n. — Named from the

city of Seville in Spain.

Sevres, n., porcelain made at Sevres in France.

sew, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sewen, sowen, fr. OE.

siwan, siwian, seowian, rel. to ON. syja, Dan.

sye, Swed. sy, OHG. siuwan, Goth, siujan, 'to

sew', OHG. siula, 'needle", fr. I.-E. base *syii-,

*iu-, *siw-, 'to sew', whence also OI. sivyati,

'sews', sutram, 'thread, string', syuman-, 'tie',

Gk. u(xy;v, 'thin skin, membrane', (xaa)(justv,

'to patch, stitch, sew together', ilfivo; ,'song',

L. suere, 'to sew, sew together', OSlav. sij^, siti,

'to sew', silo, 'an awl', siva, 'seam', Lett, siuviu,

siiiti, 'to sew', siiilas, 'thread', siuvikis, 'tailor',

OPruss. schuwikis, 'shoemaker', schumeno,

'shoemaker's thread', Russ.-Church Slav, sivci,

'tailor, shoemaker', Russ. svec, 'tailor', Czech

svec, 'shoemaker', Hitt. shumanza, 'rope'. Cp.

seam. Cp. also hymen, sutra, suture, subulate,

accouter.

Derivatives: sew-er, n., sew-ing, n.

sewage, n. — Short for sewerage. See sewer, 'con-

duit', and -age.

sewellel, n., a burrowing rodent, the mountain

beaver.— Fr. Chinook shewallal, 'blanket made
of two sewellel skins', but mistaken for the

name of the animal itself.

sewen, sewin, n., the bull trout. — Of uncertain

origin.

sewer, n., one who sews. — Formed fr. sew with

agential suff. -er.

sewer, n., head servant at meals (hist.) — ME.,

aphetic for AF. asseour, fr. OF. (= F.) asseoir.

'to seat, set', fr. L. assidere, 'to sit beside, aid,

assist, attend upon', fr. ad- and sedere, 'to sit'.

See assiduous.

sewer, n., conduit.— ME., fr. AF. sewere, aphet-

ic for MF. esseveur, fr. essever, 'to drain', fr.

es-, fr. L. ex, 'out of, and OF. ever, 'to water,

drench', fr. VL. aqudre, fr. L. aqua, 'water'. See

1st ex- and aquatic and cp. ewer.

Derivatives: sewer, tr. v., sewer-age, n., sewer-

ed, adj.

sex, n. — ME., fr. L. sexus. The word orig.

meant 'division' and is rel. to secdre, 'to cut'.

See section.

Derivatives: sex, adj. and tr. v., sex-ed, adj.,

sex-less, adj., sex-less-ness, n.

sex-, sexi-, combining form meaning 'six'. — L.

sex-, fr. sex, 'six'. See six and cp. words there

referred to.

sexagenarian, adj. and n., sexagenary. — See

sexagenary and -an.

sexagenary, adj., sixty years old; pertaining to a

person sixty years old; n., a person sixty years

old, or between the years 60 and 70. — L.

sexdgendrius, fr. sexdgeni, 'sixty each', fr. sexd-

ginta, 'sixty', which is formed fr. sex, 'six' (see

six), with suff. -gintd, denoting tens. For the

etymology of this suff., which is cogn. with Gk.

-xovTa in Tpiaxovxa, 'thirty', XECTCTapaxovTa,

'forty', etc. see penteconta-. For the ending of

sexagenary see suff. -ary.

Sexagesima, n., the second Sunday before Lent.

— L. sexdgesima (dies), 'sixtieth (day)', fem. of

sexdgesimus, fr. sexdgintd, 'sixty'. See prec.

word.

sexagesimal, adj., pertaining to the number sixty.

— ML. sexdgesimalis, fr. L. sexdgesimus, 'the

sixtieth'. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

sexangle, n., a hexagon. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

sex, 'six' (see sex-), and E. angle.

sexangular, adj., having six angles. — Com-
pounded of sex- and angular.

Derivative: sexangular-ly, adv.

sexcentenary, adj., pertaining to six hundred

years ; n., a six-hundredth anniversary. — Com-
pounded of sex- and centenary.

sexennial, adj., 1) lasting six years; 2) occurring

every six years. —• Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. sexennium, 'a period of six years'. See next

word and cp. biennial.

sexennium, n., a period of six years. — L., fr.

sexennis, 'lasting six years', formed fr. sex, 'six',

and -ennis, fr. annus, 'year'. See sex- and annual.

For the change of Latin a (in annus) to e (in

sex-innis, sex-ennium) see accent. Cp. biennial.

sexi-, combining form meaning 'six'. — See sex-.

sexidigitate, adj., having six fingers or toes (zool.)

— Compounded of sexi- and digitate,

sexisyllabic, adj., having six syllables. — Com-
pounded of sexi- and syllabic.

sexisyllable, n., a word of six syllables. — Com-
pounded of sexi- and syllable,

sexiraleiit. adj., having a valence of six (chem.}—



sexpartite

Compounded of L. sex, 'six', and valens, gen.

valentis, pres. part, of valere, 'to have power'.

See sexi- and -valent and cp. hexavalent.

sexpartite, adj., divided into six parts. — Coined

fr. L. sex, 'six' (see sex-), and E. partite.

sext.n., one of the canonical hours.— Eccles. L.

sexta (short for sexta hora, 'the sixth hour'),

fern, ofsextus, 'sixth', fr. sex, 'six'. See sixth and

cp. bissextile,

sextain, n., a stanza of six hnes {pros.)— Formed

fr. L. sextus, 'the sixth', on analogy of quatrain.

See prec. word and cp. sestina.

sextan, adj., occurring every sixth day; n., fever

recurring every si.xth day (counting both days of

consecutive occurrence). — Formed with suff.

-an fr. L. sextus, 'sixth'. See sixth and cp. quar-

tan, quintan, septan.

Sextans, n., an equatorial constellation south of

Leo (astron.) — See next word.

sextant, n., 1) the sixth part of a circle; 2) an in-

strument for determining latitude. — L. sex-

tans, gen. -antis, 'the sixth part', fr. sextus, 'the

sixth'. See sixtli and -ant.

sextet, sextette, n., a composition for six voices

or instruments (mus.) — Formed fr. L. sextus,

'the sixth', on analogy of tercet, quartet, quintet.

See sixth and cp. sestet.

sextile, adj., at a distance of sixty degrees; n., the

aspect of the celestial bodies which are at the

distance of sixty degrees from each other. — L.

sextilis, 'the sixth', fr. sextus. See sixth and -ile.

sextillion, n., 1) in the United States and France,

a thousand raised to the seventh power (i.e. 1

followed by 21 zeros); 2) in Great Britain and

Germany, a million raised to the sixth power

(i.e. 1 followed by 36 zeros). — F., formed fr.

L. sextus, 'the sixth' (see sixth), on analogy of

million (q.v.) Cp. billion and words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: sextillion-lh, adj. and n.

sexto, n., the size of a book in which the sheets

are folded into six leaves. — L. sexto, abl. of

sextus, 'the sixth'. See sixth.

sextodecimo, n., a sheet folded into sixteen leaves.

— L. sextodecimo, abl. of sextusdecimus, 'the

sixteenth', which is compounded of sextus, 'the

sixth', and decimus, 'the tenth'. See sixth and

decimal and cp. sixteenmo.

sexton, n., a church custodian. — ME. sekesteyn,

fr. OF. secrestein (F. sacristain), fr. ML. sacris-

tanus. See sacristan, which is a doublet of sexton.

sextry, n., 1) sacristy ; 2) the residence of a sacris-

tan (history). — Formed fr. sexton on analogy

of vestry.

sextuple, adj., sixfold. — Formed fr. L. sextus,

'the sixth' (see sext), on analogy of quadruple

(q.v.)

Derivative: sextuple, tr. v., to multiply by six.

Sextus, masc. PN. — L., prop, meaning 'the

sixth', and orig. denoting a sixth chi\d,ft. sextus,

'the sixth'. See sixth and cp. sext. Cp. also

sistine.
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sexual, adj. — Late L. sexudlis, 'relating to sex',

fr. L. sexus. See sex and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : sexual-ism, n., sexual-ist, n., sexual-

ity, n., sexual-ize, tr. v., sexual-iz-ation, n.,

sexual-ly, adv.

seybertite, n., aluminum manganese and calcium

silicate (mineral.)— Named after the American

mineralogist Henry Seybert (1802-83). For the

ending see subst. suflf. -ite.

Seym, n. — A var. of Sejm.

Seymeria, n., a genus of plants (hot.) — ModL.,

named after the English naturalist Henry Sey-

mer (1745-1800). For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

sforzando, adj., emphasized (musical direction).

— It., gerund of sforzare, 'to force", fr. VL.

*exfortidre, formed fr. 1st ex- and L. fortis,

'strong'. See force and cp. effort. Cp. also rin-

forzando.

sfumato, adj., with blurred outlines (said of

paint.) — It., lit. 'smoked', fr. VL. *exfumatus,

fr. 1st ex- and L. fumdtus, pp. of fumdre, 'to

smoke', fr. fumus, 'smoke'. See fume and cp.

fumade.

sgraffito, also sgraffiato, n., a kind of plastering.

— It., lit. 'scratched', pp. of sgraffire, resp.

sgraffiare, 'to scratch'; of Teut. origin. See

scrape.

shaatnez, n., cloth woven of wool and linen

(Bible). — Heb. sha'alnez, 'mixed stuff', of un-

certain, possibly Egyptian, origin.

Shaban, n., the eighth month of the Mohamme-

dan year. — Arab, sha'bdn, which prob. means

'intervening time, interval'.

shabash, interj., well done. — Pers. shd-bdsh, for

shdd-bdsh, lit. 'be joyful'.

shabby, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -y fr. now

dial. E. shab, fr. OE. sceabb, 'scab'. Shabby is

the native equivalent of scabby, which is a

Scand. loan word. Cp. MDu. schabbich and G.

schdbig, 'shabby', and see scab.

Derivatives: shabbi-ly, adv., shabbi-ness, n.

shabrack, n., a saddlecloth.— G. Schabracke, fr.

Hung, csdprdg, fr. Turk, chdpraq, fr. chdp-, 'to

cover'.

Shabuoth, n. pi., the Feast of Weeks, celebrated

on the 6th (in the Diaspora also on the 7th) of

Sivan. — Heb. skdbha'Sth, pi. of shabhu"',

'week', rel. to shebha' (masc), shibh'd (fem.),

'seven'. Cp. Aram, shebha' (masc), shabh'd,

Ugar. shb' (masc), shb't (fem.), Arab, sab'

(masc), idft'o* (fem.), Ethiop. sab'u (masc),

sab'atu (fem.), Akkad. sibi (masc), sibitti (fem.),

'seven'. (The masc. forms are used with fem.

nouns, the fem. ones with masc nouns.) Cp.

also shibah and the second element in Bathsheba

and in Elizabeth,

shack, n., hut, shanty. — Prob. back formation

fr. dial. E. shackly, 'shaky, rickety', and orig.

meaning 'a shaky place'. Dial. E. shackly de-

rives fr. dial. E. shackle, 'to shake', fr. dial. E.

shack, 'to shake', which is rel. to the verb shake

(q.v.)

shack, n., fallen acorns or mast, refuse fish, etc.

— A dial. var. of shake.

shackle, n. — ME. schakkyl, schakle, fr. OE.
sceacul, 'a bond', rel. to MDu., Du. schakel, 'link

of a chain', ON. skdkull, 'pole of a carriage'

;

prob. rel. to shake.

Derivative: shackle, tr. v.

shad, n., a fish of the herring family. — ME.,
fr. OE. sceadd, rel. to Norw. skadd, G. Schade(n),

'shad', and cogn. with Olr. scatan, Gael, sgadan,

'herring'. Cp. scad,

shaddock, n., a tropical fruit resembling a lemon.

— Named after Captain Shaddock, who brought

the fruit from the East Indies to the West Indies

(at the end of the 17th cent.)

shade, n. — ME., fr. OE. sceadu, scead, 'shadow,

shade, darkness', rel. to OS. skado, MDu. scade,

scaduwe, Du. schaduw, OHG. scato (gen. sca-

tawes), MHG. schate, schatewe, G. Schatten,

Goth, skadus, fr. I.-E. base*jA:a?-, *skot-, 'shade,

darkness', whence also Gk. cjjcoto?, 'darkness'.

Alb. kot, 'darkness', Olr. scath, OW. scod,

Bret, squeut, 'darkness'. Cp. shadow and shed,

n. (which is a doublet of shade).

Derivatives: shade, tr. and intr. v., shad-ed, adj.,

shad-er, n., shad-ing, n., shade-less, adj., shade-

less-ness, a., shad-y, adj., shad-i-ly, adv., shad-i-

ness, n.

shadoof, n., a device for raising water. — Arab.

shdduf.

shadow, n. — ME. shadwe, fr. OE. sceaduwe,

dative of sceadu. See shade.

Derivatives: shadow, v. (q.v.), shadow-y, adj.,

shadow-i-ly, adv., shadow-i-ness, n.

shadow, tr. v. — ME. schadewan, fr. OE. scead-

wian, fr. sceadu, 'shadow'. See shadow.

Derivatives: shadow-ed, adj., shadow-er, n.

shaft, n., stem, stock, pole, bar. — ME., fr. OE.
sceaft, 'shaft of an arrow or spear; spear', which

stands for scaf-t, from scaf-, pp. stem oiscafan,

'to shave'. Cp. ON. skapt, OS. skaft, OHG.
scaft, MGH., G. schaft, Du. schacht. The orig-

inal meaning of these words was 'stem or branch

stripped of its bark', fr. I.-E. base *sqdp-,

'scraped, scratched, cut with a sharp tool',

whence also Gk. oxyJTtTpov, 'staff, scepter', Dor.

Gk. CTzairTov, (TxaTtoi;, of s.m., L. scdpus, 'shaft,

stem', Alb. skop, 'staff, scepter'. Cp. scape,

'shaft', scapus, scepter, scopa, scullion, escoba.

Derivatives: shaft-ed, adj., sha/t-er, n., shaft-

ing, n.

shaft, n., a cylindrical excavation in a mine. —
From LG. schacht, 'shaft', which is rel. to Du.

schacht, 'shaft', and to shaft, 'stem, pole'.

shag, n., 1) rough matted hair or wool; 2) coarse-

ly shredded tobacco. — ME. *shagge, fr. OE.
sceacga, 'rough hair', rel. to ON. skegg, 'beard',

and to OE. sceaga, 'shaw'. See shaw.

Derivatives: shagg-y, adj., shagg-i-ly, adv.,

shagg-i-ness, n.

shagreen, n., a kind of untanned leather with a

rough, granular surface. — F. chagrin, fr. Turk.

fdghri, lit. 'rump of horse ; shagreen' ; so called

because only the skin of the rump of the animal

is used for this purpose.

Derivative: shagreen, adj.

shah, n., the title of the king of Persia. — Pers.

shah, 'king', fr. OPers. xshaya-, 'king'. See

check, 'sudden stop', and cp. the second element

in padishah and in pasbah.

Shaharith, n., the daily morning prayer (Jewish

liturgy). — Mishnaic Heb. shaharith, 'morning

time', fr. Biblical Heb. shdfiar, 'dawn', which is

rel. to Aram, shahdrd, Arab, sdhar, Akkad.
sheru, 'dawn'.

shahzada, shahzadah, n., son of a king; title of

the heir apparent. — Pers. shdh-zddah, com-
pounded of shah, 'king' (see shah), and zadan,

'to be born', fr. MPers. zdtan, of s.m., which is

rel. to Avestic zdta-, 'born', and cogn. with L.

gignere (for gi-gn-ere), 'to beget, bear, bring

forth, produce'. For the first element see shah,

for the second see genus and cp. the second ele-

ment in mirza.

shaitan, n., an evil spirit; the devil. — Arab.

shaytdn, a loan word fr. Heb. sdtdn. See Satan.

shake, tr. and intr. v. — ME. schaken, shaken, fr.

OE. scacan, 'to shake, to move quickly, flee,

depart', rel. to ON. and Swed. skaka, Dan.
skage, 'to shift, turn, veer', fr. I.-E. base *skag-

'to move quickly', whence also Ol. khdjati,

'churns', prop, 'moves to and fro'. Cp. shack in

its various senses.

Derivatives: shake, n., shak-able, adj., shaker

(q.v.), shak-ing, adj., and n., shak-ing-ly, adv.

shaker, n. — ME. schakare, fr. schaken. See prec
word and agential suff. -er.

shako, n., cylindrical soldier's hat, with a plume.

— F., fr. Hung, csdko, ht. 'peaked (hat)', fr. G.

Zacke, 'sharp point, edge, peak'. See tack.

shale, n., scale offish, etc. — ME. schale, schal,

fr. OE. scalu, scealu, 'shell, dish, husk, scale of

balance'. See scale, 'weighing instrument', and

scale offish, and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also next word.

Derivatives: shale, v., shal-ed, adj.

shale, n., a fissile rock formation (petrogr.)— G.

Schale, 'shell, scale, husk'. See prec. word.

shall, auxil. v. — ME. schal, shal, fr. OE. sceal,

past used as pres. ; rel. to OS. sculan, ON. skola,

skula, Dan. skulle, Swed. skola, Norw. skula,

MDu. sullen, Du. zullen, OHG. solan, MHG.
suln, soln, G. sollen, Goth, skutan, 'to owe, be

under obligation', OS. sculd, OE. scyld, 'guilt',

OHG. sculd, scult, MHG. schutde, schult, G.

Schuld, 'guilt; debt'. Cognates outside Teutonic

are: Lith. skola, 'debt', skeleti, 'to owe', skilti,

'to contract debts', OPruss. skallisnan, 'duty',

and—without the initial j—Lith. kaltas,

'obliged', kalte, 'obligation'.

Derivative: shall, n.

shalloon, n., a light woolen fabric. — F. chalon,

fr. CAd/oni-sur-Marne, town in France, where
the fabric was first made.



shallop

shaUop, n., a kind of light boat. — F. chaloupe,

fr. Du. sloep. See sloop.

shallot, n., a kind of onion. Allium Ascalonicum.

Aphetic fr. MF. eschalotte (F. echalotte), it-

self formed with change of suff. fr. OF. escha-

logne, fr. VL. *scal6nia, shortened fr. L. Asca-

lonia (caepa), 'onion of Ascalon', fr. Ascalo, gen.

-onis, 'Askelon', name of a town in Palestine,

fr. Heb. Ashq^lon. Cp. It. scalogno, Sp. escalona,

OProven?. calonha, 'shallot', and E. scallion,

eschalot.

shaUow, adj. — ME. schatowe, rel. to OE. sceald,

'shallow', Swed. shall, 'thin; stale, insipid',

which is rel. to MLG., MHG., G. schal, 'stale,

insipid', LG. schal, 'dry', fr. I.-B. base *sgel; 'to

dry', whence also Gk. ctxIXXeiv, 'to dry',

axX7)p6i;, 'hard', Lett, kals, 'thin', kalst, 'to be-

come dry'. See sclero- and cp. shoal, adj.

Derivatives: shallow, n. and intr. and tr. v.,

shallow-ish, adj., shallow-ly, adv., shallow-ness,

n.

Shalom, n., the usual Jewish form of greeting. —
Heb. shalSm, 'peace', prop, 'completeness,

soundness, welfare', from the stem of shdldm,

'he was intact, was complete, was in good

health', whence also shalem, 'complete, sound',

shelem, 'peace offering' ; rel. to Aram, sh lam,

sh^ldma, 'welfare, peace', Arab, sdlima, 'he was

safe', dslama, 'he surrendered, submitted', sa-

Idm, Ethiop. saldm, 'welfare, peace', Akkad.

shaldmu, 'to be complete, be safe', shaldmu,

shulmu, 'welfare, peace'. Cp. Solomon and the

second element in Absalom, Jerusalem. Cp. also

salaam and words there referred to. Cp. also

skeleton.

sham, n. — A northern var. of shame; the orig-

inal meaning was 'trick, fraud'.

Derivatives: sham, intr. v. and adj.

shama, n., an Indian song bird. — Hind, sdmd,

fr. OI. sydmah, 'black, dark-colored".

shaman, n., priest of the Ural-Altaic peoples. —
Tungus soman, 'priest, medicine man'.

Derivatives: shaman-ic, adj., shaman-ism, n.,

shaman-ist, n., shaman-ist-ic, adj.

Shamash, n., the chief sun god of Assyria and

Babylon. — Akkad. shamash, shamshu, 'sun;

the god of the sun', rel. to Heb. shemesh, 'sun',

Kr&m.shimshd, Syr. shemshd,Vg&T. sh-p-sh,Aiab.

shams (dissimilated fr. 'shamsh), of s.m.; prob.

from the Semitic base s-m-s-m, 'to be swift' (said

of the quivering sunrays). Aram, shumshdna,

Arab, sumsum, Aram, shumsh^mdna (whence

through syncope shumshdna, whence through

metathesis shushmdnd), 'ant', are of the same

base. See Fleischer, Beitrage zu Jacob Levy's

Worterbuch uber die Targumim, II, pp. 577f.

Cp. Samson,

shamble, n. — ME. schamel, shamel, 'bench', fr.

OE. scamel, 'stool, bench, table', rel. to ON.

skemill, Du. schemel, OHG. scamil (in /hoj-

scamil), '(foot) stool' (whence MHG., G. sche-

mel); borrowed fr. L. scamellum, "bench, stool'.

dimin. of scamnum, 'bench', which stands for

*skabhnom- and prop, means 'stay, support', fr.

l.-E. base *skabh-, 'to support', whence also OI.

skabhndti, skabhnoti, 'fastens, supports', skam-

bhdlf, 'post'. Cp. scamillus.

shamble, intr. v., to walk with a shuffling gait. —
Formed fr. the adj. shamble in shamble legs, fr.

shamble, n. For sense development cp. F. bancal,

'bandy-legged', prop, 'bench-legged', fr. banc,

'bench', and the E. adjective bench-legged.

Derivatives: shambl-ing, adj. and n.

shame, n. — ME. schame, shame, fr. OE. scamu,

sceamu, 'shame', rel. to OS. skama, ON. skdmm,

Dan., Swed. skam, OFris. skome, Du. schaamte,

OHG. scama, MHG. schame, scheme, G. Scham,

of s.m., Goth, skama in skaman sik, 'to be

ashamed', fr. I.-E. base *skam-, *skem_-, which

is perh. an ^-enlargement of *kam, *kem-, 'to

cover", whence ON. hamr, 'a covering', Goth.

ga-hamon, 'to cover with clothes'. See camera,

sham, shend, hame. For sense development cp.

Lith. kuvetis, 'to be ashamed", fr. I.-E. base

*{s)qeu-, 'to cover' (see sky).

Derivatives: shame, v. (q.v.), shame-ful, adj.,

shame-ful-ly, adv., shame-ful-ness, n., shame-

less, adj., shame-less-ly, adv., shame-less-ness, n.

shame, tr. v. — ME. shamen, fr. OE. scamian,

sceamian,fx. scamu,sceamu, 'shame'. Cp. MDu.,

Du. schamen {zich), OHG. seamen, -on, MHG.
schemen, G. schamen (sich), 'to feel shame', and

see prec. word.

Derivatives: sham-ed, adj., sham-er, n.

shamefaced, adj. — Folk-etymological alteration

of next word.

Derivatives: shamefaced-ly, adv., shamefaced-

ness, n.

shamefast, adj., shamefaced. — ME., fr. OE.

scamfsest, lit. 'firm in modesty' (cp. steadfast),

fr. scamu, sceamu, 'shame', and fxst, 'firm,

fixed'. See shame, n., and fast, 'firm', and cp.

prec. word.

Derivatives: shamefast-ly, adv., shamefast-ness,

n.

shampoo, tr. v. — Hind, chdmpo, imper. of

chdmpnd, 'to knead, press, massage, shampoo'.

Derivatives: shampoo, n., shampoo-er, n.

shamrock, n., a trifoUate plant, the national em-

blem of Ireland. — Ir. seamrdg, dimin. of sea-

mar, 'clover'.

shandrydan, n., an old-fashioned chaise. — Of

unknown origin.

shandygaff, n., mixture of beer and ginger beer.

— Of unknown origin.

shanghai, tr. v., to drug a man into unconscious-

ness and ship him as a sailor. — Fr. Shanghai,

name of a port in China.

sliank, n.— ME. schanke, shanke, fr. OE. scanca,

sceanca, 'leg', rel. to MLG. schenke, to the

diminutives MDu. scenkel, Du. schenkel, MHG.

G. schenkel, 'shank, leg', and to Du. schonk, 'a

bone', G. Schinken, 'ham' ; fr. I.-E. base *sqer)g-,

'slanting, oblique, to limp', whence also OI.

shave

khdhjati, 'limps', Gk. oxil^eLv (for *sqfjgyein),

'to limp', ON. skakkr, 'lame, crooked', ON.
hinka, OHG. hinkan, MHG., G. hinken, 'to

limp'. Cp. scazon, skate (for gliding over ice),

skink, 'to serve'. Cp. also the second element in

nuncheon.

Derivatives: shank, tr. and intr. v., shank-ed,

adj.

shantung, n., a coarse silk. — Named after the

Chinese province Shan-Tung.

shanty, n., hut. — Can. F. chantier, 'workshop',
fr. F. chantier, 'timberyard', fr. L. cantherius, 'a

gelding; a rafter', fr. Gk. xav^7]Xioi;, 'a pack
ass'. See chantier.

Derivative: shanty, intr. v.

shanty, n., sailor's song.— Corruption of chantey
(q.v.)

shapable, shapeable, adj. — Formed fr. shape, v.,

with suff. -able,

shape, tr. v. — ME. shapen, fr. eariier form
schapen, fr. schap, 'shape', fr. OE. -sceap in ge
sceap, 'something created or shaped', fr. OE
sceppan, scieppan, scyppan, 'to create, form
shape, do'; rel. to ON. skapa, Dan. skabe,

OFris. skeppa, OHG. scaffan, MHG., G. schaf
fen, of s.m., Goth, ga-skapjan, 'to create', fr

I.-E. base *skab-, 'to work with a stone scraper,

to scrape, scratch; a scraping, scratching,

whence also L. scabere, 'to scratch, scrape'; see

scab, scabies. This orig. meaning of base *skah-,

which arose in the Stone Age, was widened later

in the Teut. languages into 'creative activity' in

general. The primary meaning 'to scrape' re-

mained in *skap-, a collateral form of base
*skab-. See shave and cp. skep, suff. -ship and
suff. -scape in landscape.

Derivatives: shap-ed, adj., shap-er, n., shap-ing,

n., shap-ing-ly, adv.

shape, n. — ME. schap, shop. See shape, v.

Derivatives: shape-less, adj., shape-less-ly, adv.,

shape-less-ness, n., shape-ly, adj.

-shapen, combining form meaning 'of a specified

shape'. — Fr. shapen, the old strong pp. of
shape. See shape, v.

shard, sherd, n., a fragment. — ME. sherd, shard,
fr. OE. sceard, prop. pp. of sceran, 'to shear";
rel. to Du. schaard, 'a fragment', G. Scharte, 'a

notch'. See shear and cp. words there referred
to. F. echarde, 'prickle, splinter', is a Teut. loan
word.

Derivative: shard-y, adj.

share, n., portion, part. — ME. schare, share, fr.

OE. scearu, 'a cutting, shearing', rel. to the sec-

ond element in OE. landscearu, 'a portion of
land', and to ON. skari, Du. schaar, OHG.
skara, MHG., G. schar, 'troop, band', prop, 'a

part or division of the army', ON. skor, 'rim,

edge'. See shear and cp. next word. For sense
development cp. section in the sense of 'part,

group', fr. L. secare, 'to cut'.

Derivatives: share, tr. and intr. v., shar-er, n.

share, n., plowshare. — ME. schare, share, fr.

OE. scear, 'plowshare', prop, 'that which cuts',

fr. sceran, 'to cut, shear'; cp. Du. ploegschaar,

MHG. pftuocschar (fr. OHG. scaro), of s.m. See
shear and cp. prec. word.

Shariah, n., the law of islam {Mohammedan relig.)

— Arab, sharf'c^, 'the revealed law of Islam', fr.

shar', 'revelation; the revealed law of Islam".

shark, n., a large, voracious marine fish. — Prob.
fr. next word and orig. meaning 'the roguish
fish'.

Derivatives: shark, intr. v., to fish for sharks,

shark-let, n., shark-y, adj.

shark, also sharker, n., a sharper. — G. schurke,

'rogue, rascal', which is an agent noun ofMHG.
schurgen, schHren (G. schuren), 'to poke, stir'.

Derivatives: shark, tr. v., to get by trickery, to

practice trickery, shark-ish, adj.

Sharon, n., name of the fertile coastal plain ex-

tending from Jaffa to Mount Carmel. — Heb.
Sharon, aphetic for *y^shdron, prop, 'the Plain",

from the stem of ydshdr, 'was straight, was
even'. Cp. Heb. mlshor, 'level land, plain', which
derives from the same verb, and see Jeshurun.

sharp, adj. — ME. scharp, sharp, fr. OE. scearp,

rel. to OS. scarp, ON. skarpr, Dan., Swed. skarp,

OFris. skerp, Du. scherp, OHG. scarf, MHG.,
G. scharf, 'sharp', lit. 'cutting', cogn. with Lett.

skarbs, 'sharp', MIr. cerb, 'cutting', cerbaim, '1

cut', fr. I.-E. *(s)gereb(h)-, enlargement of base
*(s)qer-, 'to cut'. See shear and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: sharp, adv. and n., sharps, n. pi.,

sharp-en, tr. and intr. v., sharp-en-er, n., sharp-

er, n., sharp-ly, adv., sharp-ness, n.

sharpshooter, n., a skilled marksman. — Loan
translation of G. Scharfschutze, a compound of
scharf, 'sharp', and Schiitze, 'shooter, shot,

marksman', which is rel. to schiefien, 'to shoot'.

See sharp, shoot and agential suff. -er.

shastra, sastra, n., one of the four classes of
sacred books of the Hindus.— OI. sdstrdh, 'pre-

cept, instruction', rel. to sdsti, sasati, 'corrects,

chastises, punishes, instructs', Avestic sdsti,

'teaches', and prob. cogn. with Arm. sast, 'a

scolding', sastem, 'I scold". Cp. the second ele-

ment in dharmashastra.

shatter, tr. and intr. v. — ME. schateren, rel. to

ODu. schetteren, LG. schateren; a doublet of
scatter (q.v.)

Derivatives: shatter, n., shatter-er, n., shatter-

ing, n., shatter-ing-ly, adv., shatter-ment, n.

shave, tr. and intr. v. — ME. schaven, shaven, fr.

OE. sceafan, scafan, 'to scrape, shave, polish",

rel. to ON. skafa, Dan. skave, Swed. skaxa, OS.
scatan, MDu. scaven, Du. schaven, OHG. ska-
ban, MHG., G. schaben, Goth, skaban, fr. I.-E.

base *skap-, a collateral form of base *skab-, 'to

work with a stone scraper, to scrape, scratch'.

See shape, n. , and cp. the first element in sapsago.
Derivatives: shave, n., shav-ed, adj., shav-ee, n.,

shave-ling, n., shav-er, n., shav-ery, n., shav-ing,

n.



shave

shave, n., a cutting or shaving tool.— ME. shave,

fr. OE. scafa, 'a shaving tool, plane', rel. to

scafan, 'to shave'; in some senses directly fr.

shave, v.

shaven, adj. — ME. shaven, strong pp. oi shaven.

See shave.

Shavian, adj. — In the style or manner of George

Bernard Shaw (1856-1950). — For the ending

see suff. -ian.

shaw, n., thicket, small wood. — ME. schawe,

shawe, 'thicket', fr. OE. scaga, sceaga, 'copse,

thicket', rel. to ON. skogr, Swed. skog, Dan.

skov, of s.m., and to E. shag,

shawl, n. — Pers. shal, named after Shaliat, a

town in India, where it was first manufactured.

Cp. F. chdle, Du. sjaal, G. Schal.

Derivative: shawl, tr. and intr. v.

shawm, n., an obsolete wind instrument, the fore-

runner of the modern oboe. — ME. shalmye, fr.

OF. chalemie, a var. of chalemel, fr. Late L. ca-

lamellus, 'a small reed', dimin. of L. calamus,

'reed', fr. Gk. zdXafioq. See culm,

shay, n., a chaise (obsol.) — Back formation fr.

chaise, mistaken for a plural (as if spelled chais).

For similar back formations cp. pea and words

there referred to.

she, nom. sing, of the 3rd person fem. pron. —
ME. scheo, scho, sche, she, fr. OE, seo, sio, fem.

of se, used as definite article, orig. a demon-

strative pron. meaning 'that' ; rel. to OS. siii, ON.

su (fem. of sd), sjd, 'this', Du. zij, OHG. siu, si,

MHG. sie, si, G. sie, 'she', Goth, so (fem. of sa),

orig. demonstr. pron. used as def. art. Outside

Teut. cp. OI. sa, 'she' (fem. of sas, 'he'), sya

(fem. of sya), 'this', Gk. 'i (in Sophocles), 'she',

T), fem. of the art. 6, Olr. si, 'she', OI. sim (ace),

'her'.

shea, n., also shea tree, a West African tree. —
From Mandingo si, se.

sheading, n., any of the six divisions of the Isle of

Man. — From the stem of OE. sceadan, scadan,

'to divide'. See shed, v., and-ing, suff. forming

verbal nouns.

sheaf, n. — ME. scheef, fr. OE. sceaf, rel. to OS.

skof, MDu. scoof, Du. schoof, OHG. scoub,

MHG. schoup, G. Schaub, 'sheaf, ON. skauf,

•fox's tail', skufr, 'tassel', OHG. scobar, MHG.
schober, G. Schober, 'stack, rick', ON. skopt,

OHG. scuft, Goth, skuft, 'hair on the head',

MHG. schopf, of s.m., G. Schopf, 'tuft'. Cp.

scruff, scut. Cp. also shop.

Derivatives : sheaf,XT.\., sheaf-age, n., sheaf-y, adj.

shealing, shieling, n., a shelter for shepherds. —
Of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. skjol, 'shelter', skali,

'hut, shed'.

shear, tr. and intr. v. — ME. scheren, sheren, fr.

OE. sceran, scieran, 'to cut, shear", rel. to ON.,

OFris. skera, Dan. skjsere, Du. scheren, OHG.

sceran, MHG., G. scheren, 'to shear', fr. l.-E.

base *(s)ger-, 'to cut, separate', whence also OI.

krndti, k^nSti, 'hurts, wounds, kills', krntdti,

'cuts', k^tlh. 'hide', carman-, Avestic iar man-.

'hide, skin', Toch. B karst, AB karst-, 'to cut",

Hitt. karsh-, 'to cut off', Arm. k'orem, 'I scratch',

k'erem, 'I scratch, write', Gk. zeipsiv (for

*x£p-iEiv), 'to cut, shear', axapY)?, 'small, tiny',

lit. 'too short to be cut', Sxapi, 'mite', xopii;,

'bug', xopno?, 'trunk of a tree', Alb. s-k'er, 'I

separate with force', har, 'I lop, weed', L. card,

'flesh, meat', orig. 'a piece of flesh', cortex,

'bark', corium, 'skin, hide, leather', scortum,

'skin, hide', OSlav. kora, 'bark, rind', skora,

'skin', Lith. karnd, 'bast of the lime tree', skiriii,

skirti, 'to separate', kirvis, 'ax, hatchet', kartiis,

'bitter', lit. 'of a sharp taste', Olr. scaraim, 'I

separate', W. ysgar, 'to separate', ysgyr, 'frag-

ment'. Cp. scabbard, scar, 'rock', score, screed,

scrobe, scrod, scroll, scrotum, scruple, scrutiny,

scurf, shard, share, sharp, sheer, 'to deviate',

shore (in both senses), short, shred, shroud,

skerry, skirmish and the second element in cold-

short, red-short. Cp. also acarid, Acarina, Aca-

rus, carnal, carpel, Chamar, coracle. Coreopsis,

coriaceous, coriander, corium, Corlxa, corm,

cortex, cuirass, currier, excoriate, quarry, 'some-

thing hunted', scourge.

Derivatives: shears, n. pi. (q.v.), shear-er, n.,

shear-ing, n. and adj., shearling (q.v.)

shearluig, n., a sheep after its first shearing. —
Formed fr. shear with the double diminutive

suff. -ling,

shears, n. pi. — ME. shere, fr. OE. sceara (pi.),

fr. sceran, 'to cut, shear'. See shear,

sheath, n. — ME. schethe, shethe, fr. OE. scxd,

rel. to OS. scethia, ON. skeidir (pi.), OFris.

skethe, MDu. schede, Du. schede, OHG. skaida,

MHG., G. scheide, 'scabbard'. These words

prob. meant orig. 'something separating', and

are rel. to shed, v. (q.v.)

sheathe, tr. v. — Fr. sheath.

Derivatives: sheathe, tr. v., sheat-er, n., sheath-

ery, n., sheath-ing, n.

sheave, n., the grooved wheel of a pulley. — A
var. of shive; rel. to OS. sklba, ON. skifa, Dan.

skive, Swed.,Norw. skiva, MDu. scTve, Du. schijf

OHG. sclba, MHG. schibe, G. Scheibe, 'disk,

slice', and cogn. with Gk. uxitcmv, 'staff, stick',

L. sclpio, 'staff'. All these words derive fr. l.-E.

base *sqip-, *sqeip-, 'to cut; a piece split off,

splinter'. Cp. shiver, skewer, skive. Cp. also

cippus.

Derivative: sheav-ed, adj.

sheave, tr. v., to collect into a sheaf or sheaves. —
Fr. sheaf.

Shebat, name of the eleventh Jewish month. —
Heb. sh^bhdt, fr. Akkad. shabdtu, prob. mean-

ing lit. 'the month of destroying rain', fr. shabdtu,

'to beat, kill, destroy' (see HEL., p. 987), which

is rel. to shabbitu, 'rod, scepter', and to Heb.

shebhet, 'rod, staff, club, scepter', Aram, shibhta,

'rod, staff', Ethiop. zabdta, 'he beat'.

shebeen, n., an unlicensed store where liquor is

sold. — Ir. sibin, seibln, 'a little mug'.

Derivatives: shebeen, intr. v., shebeen-er, n.

shechita, shechitah, n. — See shehitah.

shed, tr. v. — ME; scheden, fr. OE. sceadan,

scadan, 'to divide, separate', rel. to OS. skethan,

OFris. sketha, MDu. sceiden, Du. scheiden,

OHG. sceidan, MHG., G. scheiden, Goth.

skaidan, and cogn. with Lith. skiediiu, skiesti,

'to separate', skiedrd, 'chip, splinter', skaityti,

'to count, number', Lett, sk'iedu, sk'iest, 'to sep-

arate, scatter', OSlav. ciditi, 'to sift', cista,

'clean', iisti, 'to count, number', citati, 'to read',

OI. chindtti, 'splits, cuts off', chedah, 'a cutting,

a slice', Gk. ajiCfii-^, 'to spUt, rend, cleave',

oxio[j.a, 'a split, rent, cleft', tryai^eiv, 'to

scratch', L. scindere (pp. scissus), 'to cut, split,

cleave'. All these words derive from dental en-

largements of I.-E. base *sqei-, *sqhei-, 'to cut,

separate'. Cp. sheading, sheath, shin, 'fore part

of the leg', shingle, 'rounded stones', ship, ski.

Cp. also abscind, absciss, prescind, rescind,

schedule, schindylosis, schism, schist, Schizaean,

schizo-, scissile, scission. Cp. also science and

words there referred to. — l.-E. *sqei-, *sqhei-,

are enlargements of base *seq-, 'to cut', whence

L. secdre. See section.— For the original mean-

ing of shed cp. watershed.

shed, n., hut, shelter. — A doublet of shade; in-

fluenced in meaning by prov. E. shud, 'shelter'.

shedding, n., a collection of sheds. — Formed fr.

shed, 'hut', with -Ing, suff. forming verbal nouns.

shee, sidhe, n., a fairy hill.— Ir. sid, 'home of the

fairies'. Cp. the second element in banshee.

sheen, adj., beautiful, bright. — ME. schene,

shene, fr. OE. sciene, scene, scyne, rel. to OS.,

OHG. skdni, OFris. skene, MDu. scone, MHG.
schane, Du. schoon, G. schon, Goth, skaunjai,

nom. pi., 'beautiful', fr. Teut. base *skaum-,

orig. meaning 'conspicuous, considerable', fr.

I.-E. base *(s)qeu-, *{s)qeu-, 'to look at, observe,

perceive'. See show and cp. scone.

Derivatives; sheen, n., brightness, sheen, intr. v.,

'to be bright', sheen-y, 'glossy'.

sheep, n. — ME. scheep, sheep, fr. OE. sceap,

seep, rel. to OS. scdp, OFris. skep, OS. scdp,

MLG. schdp, MDu. scaep, Du. schaap, OHG.
scdf, MHG. schdf, G. Schaf; of uncertain origin.

Cp. the first element in shepherd.

sheer, adj., bright, clear. — ME. schere, 'bright,

clear, free', fr. skere, fr. ON. skasrr, 'bright, clear,

pure' (whence also Dan. sk(j)ser, Swed. skdr,

'light red'), which stands in gradational relation-

ship to ON. skirr, Swed. skir, 'bright', OE. scir

(whence dial. E. shire, 'bright'), OS. skiri, OFris.

skire, MLG., MHG. schlr, G. schier, Goth.

skeirs, 'clear, pure', ON. skira, OE. sciran,

OFris. sklria, MLG. schiren, 'to cleanse, purify,

clear, explain', fr. I.-E. base *ski-, 'to glimmer,

shine'. See shine, v.

Derivatives: sheer, adv., 'completely', sheer-ly,

adv.

dieer, intr. v., to deviate from its course (said ofa

ship). — Fr. Du. scheren, 'to shear; to move
aside', which is rel. to shear (q.v.)

Derivative: sheer, n., deviation from a course.

sheet, n., piece of cloth; piece of paper. — ME.
schete, shete, fr. OE. sciete, scyte, scete, itself

derived fr. OE. sceat, 'lap, bosom, surface; piece

of cloth', which is rel. to ON. skaut, 'seam, hem
of a garment', Goth, skauts, of s.m. MDu. scoot,

Du. school, 'bosom, lap', OHG. scoso, scd^a,

MHG. schds, G. Schofi, of s.m., and prob. also

to OE. sceotan, 'to shoot'. See shoot and cp.

sheet, 'rope'. Cp. also scuttle, 'hatchway'.

Derivatives : sheet, tr. v., sheet-ed, adj., sheet-er,

n., sheet-ing, n.

sheet, n., rope fastened to a sail. — ME. shete,

fr. OE. sceata, 'lap, bosom, piece of cloth ; foot

of a sail', rel. to sceat, 'lap, bosom, piece of

cloth', ON. skaut, 'rope fastened to a sail', Du.

schoot, G. Schote, of s.m. ; see sheet, 'piece of

cloth'. It. scotta, Sp. escota, F. escote (now

ecoute), of s.m., are Teut. loan words.

Derivative: sheet, tr. v.

Sheffield plate, plate of copper between two sheets

of silver. — Named after Sheffield, Yorkshire,

where it was first made.

shehitah, also shehita, shechitah, schechita, n., the

ritual slaughtering of animals or poultry for use

of food (Jewish Religion). — Heb. sh^h'td^,

'slaughtering', verbal n. ofshdhdt, 'he slaughter-

ed', which is rel. to Aram, sh hot, Arab, sdhata,

'he slaughtered', Akkad. shakhatu, 'to flay'. Cp.

shohet.

sheik, sheikh, n., the head of an Arab, family,

tribe or clan. — Arab, shaykh, 'an old man,

elder, chief, from the base of shdkha, 'he grew

old'.

Sheila, fem. PN. — Irish equivalent of Celia, ab-

breviation of Cecilia. See Celia, Cecilia.

shekel, n., an old Jewish unit of weight and mon-

ey. — Heb. sheqel, lit. 'weight', from the stem

of shdqdl, 'he weighed, weighed out a price,

paid', whence also mishqdl, 'weight'; rel. to

Aram, t^qal, 'he weighed', Bibl.-Aram. t^qil,

Aram, tiqld, 'shekel', Arab, thdqula, 'was heavy',

thaql, 'load', Ethiop. saqdla, 'he hung up, weigh-

ed', Akkad. shaqdlu, 'to weigh, to pay', shiqlu,

'shekel'. Cp. siglos, miskal.

Shekinah, Schechinah, n., the Divine Presence. —
Mishnaic Heb. sh^khind'', 'dwelling place (of

God)', from the base of shdkhdn, 'he dwelled,

abode', which is rel. to Aram.-Syr. sh^khen,

Arab, sdkuna, 'he dwelled', Akkad. shakdnu, 'to

lay, set, deposit' (whence mashkdnu, 'dweUing

place; place; deposit"). All these verbs are prop.

Shaph'el (= causative) forms of the Sem. base

k-w-n, 'to stand firm, to be', and orig. meant 'he

caused to stand, caused to be established'.

sheldrake, n.— For sheld-drake, lit. 'shield color-

ed drake'; so called in allusion to the variegated

markings on the bird,which remind one the paint-

ings on a shield. See shield and drake. For sense

development cp. G. schildern, 'to paint, depict',

fr. Schild, 'shield'.

shelf, n., a slab of wood, etc., fixed horizontally



to a wall; a ledge. — ME. schelfe, shelfe, fr. OE.

scylfe, 'plank, bench, shelf, rel. to MLG. schelf,

ON. skjolf, 'bench', and cogn. with L. scalpere,

'to cut, carve, scrape', sculpere, 'to carve', Gk.

CTKdiXoi];, 'mole' (lit. 'the digger'), oy.6Xot|j,

'pale, stake', fr. I.-E. base *(s)gel(.e)-p, a -;7-en-

largement of base *{s)qel-, 'to cut, cleave, split'.

See shell and cp. scalpel, Scolopax, sculptor,

sculpture. Cp. also scale, 'weighing instrument',

and words there referred to. Cp.—without initial

J—OI. klptdh, 'arranged', kdlpate, 'is arranged',

kalpdyati, 'arranges, allots', Avestic hu-k"r"pta-,

'well-formed', Goth, halbs, OE. healf, 'half,

prop, 'cut off, divided'. See half and cp. colter.

Derivatives: shelf, tr. v., to put on a shelf, shelf-

ful, shelf-y, adjs.

shell, n. — ME. schelle, shelle, fr. OE. sciell, rel.

to Goth, skalja, 'tile', orig. 'anything scalelike,

shingles', OE. scealu, 'shell, husk', and cogn.

with OSlav. skotika, 'shell', Russ. skala, 'bark,

rind' ; fr. I.-E. base *(s)gel-, 'to cut, cleave, split'.

See scale, 'weighing instrument', and cp. words

there referred to. See also shelf.

Derivatives: shell, tr. and intr. v., shell-ed, adj.,

shell-ing, n., shell-y, adj.

shellac, n. and tr. v. — A compound of shell and

lac, 'a red resinous substance' ; loan translation

of F. laque en ecailles, lit. 'lac in plates'.

shelta, n., secret slang of Irish tinkers. — Of un-

known origin.

shelter, n. — ME. scheldtrome, sheldtrume, shel-

trome, sheltroun, fr. OE. scildtruma, lit. 'a troop

with shields', fr. scild, 'shield', and truma, 'troop,

band, legion', which is rel. to gelrum, 'troop,

multitude', trum, 'firm, strong'. See shield and

trim.

Derivatives: shelter, tr. and intr. v., shelter-ed,

adj., shelter-er, n., shelter-y, adj.

shelty, sheltie, n., a Shetland pony. — Fr. Shelly,

abbreviation of Sheltand, which is a metathesis

oi Shetland.

shelve, tr. v., to place on a shelf; to put away as

on a shelf. — Formed fr. shelves, pi. of shelf.

Derivatives: shelv-er, n., shelv-ing, n., sheh-y,

adj.

shelve, intr. v., to slope. — Prob. fr. shelf, 'ledge",

so that the orig. meaning of shelve would have

been 'to form a shelf or ledge'.

Shema, n., one of the most important parts of the

Jewish daily liturgy, consisting of the three sec-

tions: Deut. 6 : 4-9, 11:3-21, Num. 15 : 37-41.

— Heb. sh'ma\ lit. 'hear', imper. of Heb. shdmd',

'he heard',, whence shema\ 'sound', shema',

'hearing', sh^mud, sh^mu'a^, 'report'; rel. to

Aram. -Syr. sh'ma\ Ugar. shm' , Arab. sdmVa,

Ethiop. sam 'a, 'he heard', Akkad. shemii, 'to

hear'. The prayer is called Shemahom. the first

word of Deut. 6 : 4, the verse containing Israel's

confession of faith. Cp. Ishmael, Simeon,

smouse, Tashmitum.

Shemini Atzeretb, also spelled Shemini Atzeret,

the concluding feast of Sukkoth, prop, the

eighth day of this festival, observed on the 22nd

day of Tishre.— Heb. sh mlnt'dtzereth (so call-

ed after Num. 29 : 35), fr. shemini, 'the eighth

(scil. day)', fr. sh^mona'', 'eight' (see tomin), and

'dtzereth, 'festive assembly', which derives from

the verb dtzdr, 'he restrained, kept back, stop-

ped', and prob. means lit. 'stoppage (of work)',

in reference to the abstention from hard work

prescribed for this day; see Num. 29 : 35. Heb.

'dtzdrh rel. to MishnaicHeb. 'dtzdr, 'he pressed,

squeezed', and to Aram. (Targum) and Syr.

'dtzar, 'he squeezed, pressed out, crushed', Arab.

dsara, Ethiop. 'asdra, 'he pressed', Akkad. e^eru,

'to retain, restrain'.

Shemite, n. — The same as Semite.

Derivative: Shemit-ic, adj. (= Semitic).

shemittah, n., the sabbatical year, i.e. every

seventh year, in which fields and vineyards must

not be tilled (/ew(\sA Religion).— Heb. sh^mittd'',

'remission, release' (short for sh nath hash-

sh^mittd*', 'the year of release'), fr. shdmdt, 'he

let loose, let drop, let fall; he let (the land) rest',

which is rel. to Aram, sh mat, 'he let loose,

loosened, detached; he unsheathed, drew (said

esp. of a sword)', Syr. sh mat, 'he drew (a

sword)', Arab, sdmata, 'he hung up (some-

thing)', sdmmata, 'he released (a debtor)',

Akkad. shamatu, 'to declare null and void'.

shenanigan, n., foolery. — Perh. fr. Ir. sionnach,

'fox'.

shend, tr. v., to put to shame. — ME. shenden,

fr. OE. scendan, fr. scand, 'shame, disgrace',

formed with Teut. suff. -pa (= l.-E. -ta) fr.

scamu, sceamu, 'shame' (with the change of

-m- to -n- before the following dental sound).

Cp. OFris. skande, MDu. scande, Du. schande,

OHG. scanta, MHG., G. schande, Goth, skanda,

'shame, disgrace', OHG. scentan, MHG. schen-

ten, G. schanden, 'to put to shame', and see

shame, n.

Sheol, n., the grave, hell. — Heb. sh'dl, 'the

netherworld', of unknown etymology.

shepherd, n. — ME. schephirde, schepherde,

sheephirde, sheepherde, fr. OE. sceaphyrde,

which is compounded of sceap, 'sheep', and

hyrde, 'herdsman'. See sheep and herd, 'herds-

man'.

Derivatives: shepherd, tr. v., shepherd-ess, n.

Sbepherdia, n., a genus of plants {hot.)— ModL.,

named after John Shepherd, curator of the Bo-

tanic Garden in Liverpool (1764-1836). For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Sherardia, n., a genus of plants, the field madder

(hot.) — ModL., named after the English bot-

anist William Sherard (1659-1728). For the

ending see suff. -ia.

Sheraton, adj. — Made in the style of the cabinet-

maker Thomas Sheraton (1751-1806).

sherbet, n., a drink made of diluted fruit juice

and sugar. — Turk., Pers. sherbet, fr. Arab.

shdrbJ', 'one drink', fr. shardb, 'drink, beverage',

fr. shdriba, 'he drank', which is rel. to Mishnaic
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Heb. sdrdph, 'he absorbed, sipped, sucked'. Cp.

sirup, shrub, 'a drink', sorbet and the second

word in loll shraub.

sherd, n., a fragment. — A var. of shard.

shereef, sherif, n., 1) a descendant of Mohammed
through his daughter Fatima; 2) the governor

of Mecca. — Arab, sharff (in vulgar pronuncia-

tion sherif), 'noble', fr. shdrafa, 'he was exalted,

was noble'. Cp. ashrafi, tashrif, xerafim.

Derivative: shereef-ian, sherif-ian, adj.

sheriff, n. — ME. shereve, fr. OE. scir-gerefa,

'president of a shire', which is compounded of

scir, 'shire', and gerefa, 'officer, governor'. See

shire and reeve, 'official'.

Derivatives: sheriff-ess, n., sheriff-dom, n.,

sheriff-ry, n.

sherry, n. — Back formation fr. earlier sherries

(which was mistaken for a plural), fr. Xeres (pro-

nounced sheris), now spelled Jerez (de la Fron-

tera), a town near Cadiz, Spain, fr. L. (oppidum)

Caesaris, '(the town) of Caesar'. Hence sherry

prop, means 'wine of Jerez'. For similar back

formations cp. pea and words there referred to.

shew, V. — A var. spelhng of show.

shewbread, n. (Jewish Religion). — Coined by

Tyndale on analogy of G. Schaubrot, which it-

self was coined by Luther as a loan translation

of Heb. lehem (hap-)pdnfm, lit. 'the bread of the

Divine presence', fr. lehem, 'bread', and pdnim,

'face; presence'. See Ex. 25 : 30.

Shiah, n., 1) a Mohammedan sect whose ad-

herents regard Ali as the lawful successor of

Mohammed ; 2) an adherent of this sect, a Shiite.

— Arab, sht'cr, 'company, faction, party',

shortened fr. shi'at All, 'the party of Ali'. Arab.

shl'a , is rel. to Talmudic Heb. si'd , Aram.

si'dlhd, 'company, society, party'.

shibah, shivah, n., the seven days of mourning

(Jewish Religion).— Heb. shibh'd , 'seven', short

for shibh'dth y'me hd'ebhel, 'the seven days of

mourning'. See Shabuoth and cp. words there

referred to.

shibboleth, n., 1) test word used by Jephthah to

distinguish the Gileadites from the Ephraimites,

who could not pronounce the sound sh (see

Judges 12 : 6); 2) a test word, a catchword; 3)

a custom or usage distinguishing members of

one group from those of another. — Heb.

shibboleth, 'ear of corn ; flowing stream ; current

(of a river)', dissimilated fr. *shubb6leth. Cp.

Arab. sdbalJ', sunbula*', Aram, sh^bhalta, Syr.

shebbeltd, Akkad. shubbaltu, 'ear of corn'.

shield, n. — ME. sheld, shild, fr. OE. scield, sceld,

'a shield', rel. to ON. skjoldr, Dan. skjold, Swed.

skdld, OS. skild, MDu. scilt, scild, Du. schild,

OHG. scilt, MHG. schilt, G. Schild, Goth.

skildus, of s.m. The original meaning of these

words prob. was 'a split piece of wood', fr. I.-E.

base *{s)qel-, 'to cut, cleave, split', whence also

Lith. skilii, 'I split, cleave', skittis, 'a slice'. See

shell, and cp. shilling and the first element in

shelter. Cp. also slit and words there referred to.

Derivatives: shield, v. (q.v.), shield-less, adj.,

shield-less-ly, adv., shield-less-ness, n.

shield, tr. v. — ME. shelden, shilden, fr. OE.
scieldan, scildan, fr. scield, 'a shield'. See shield, n.

Derivatives: shield-ed, adj., shield-er, n., shield-

ing, n.

shieling, n. — See shealing.

shier, shyer, n., a horse inclined to shying. —
Formed fr. shy, v., with agential suff. -er.

shier, adj. — Comparative of shy.

shift, tr. and intr. v. — ME. schiften, shiften, 'to

divide, change, remove', fr. OE. sciftan, scyftan,

'to divide' ; rel. to ON. skipta, 'to divide, change,

separate', Dan. skifte, Swed. skifta, of s.m.,

OFris. skifta, 'to decide, determine, test', Du.

schiften, 'to divide, turn', MHG., G. schichten,

'to classify', Schicht, 'shift', and to sheave, 'the

grooved wheel of a pulley', shive, 'slice', shiver,

'splinter'.

Derivatives: shift, n., shift-er, n., shift-ing, adj.

and n., shift-ing-ly, adv., shift-ing-ness, a.., shift-

y, adj.

Shiism, n., the doctrine of the Shiites.— See next

word and -ism.

Shiite, n., one belonging to that Mohammedan
sect which regards Ali as the lawful successor of

Mohammed. — Formed fr. Shiah with subst.

suff. -ite.

shikar, n., hunting, sport. — Pers. shikar.

Derivative: shikar, tr. v.

shikari, shiltaree, n., hunter, a hunting guide. —
Pers. shikari, fr. shikar. See prec. word.

shillelagh, n., a cudgel, esp. of oak or blackthorn.

— Prop, 'cudgel from the wood of Shillelagh', a

barony in the county Wicklow, famous for its

oaks.

shillibeer, n., 1) an omnibus ; 2) a hearse with seats

for the mourners. — Named after the English

coach builder George Shillibeer (1797-1866).

shilling, n. — ME. schilling, shilling, fr. OE.
scilling, rel. to OS., Dan., Swed., OFris., OHG.
skilling, ON. skillingr, MDu. scillinc, scellinc,

Du. schelling, MHG. schillinc, G. Schilling,

Goth, skilliggs, fr. Teut. *skilling, prob. assimi-

lated fr. *skildling, and rel. to Goth, skildus, OE.

scield, sceld, etc., 'shield' (see shield, n.) ; formed

with -ing, a suff. used in the Teut. languages to

form nouns denoting coins (cp. farthing, penny").

shilly-shally, n. and intr. v. — From former shill

I — shall I, from the old subjunctive shill 1 ?

and the indicative shall /?

shim, n., a slip of wood. — Of unknown origin.

Derivatives; shim, tr. v., to fill with a shim,

shimm-er, n.

shimmer, n. — ME. schimeren, fr. OE. scimrian,

'to glitter", freq. of scimian, 'to shine', fr. scima,

'light, brightness'; rel. to Swed. skimra, Du.

schemeren, 'to glitter', G. schimmern, of s.m.,

and to OS. skitno, OHG. scimo, MHG. schtme,

'light, brightness', Goth, skeima, 'lantern'. All

these words derive fr. I.-E. base *skl-, 'to shine'.

See shine, v., and cp. words there referred to.
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Derivatives: shimmer, n., shimmer-y, adj.

shimiuy, n., chemise. — Popular alteration of

chemise, which was mistaken for a plural. For a

similar misunderstanding of a singular noun cp.

pea and words there referred to.

shin, n., the fore part of the leg. — ME. shine, fr.

OE. scinu, rel. to Du. scheen, scheenbeen, OHG.
scina, MHG. schine, schinebein, G. Schienbein,

'shin, shinbone', G. Schiene, 'iron band, rail',

OE. scia, 'shin', and cogn. with Lett, sk^iene,

'breastbone of birds, iron band, rail'. These

words are derivatives of I.-E. *sqei-, *sqhei-, 'to

cut, split, separate', whence also OI. chydti,

'cuts off', Gk. axav, axa^Eiv, 'to split, slit'. See

shed, v., and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also chine, 'backbone of animals'. It. schiena,

'backbone', and F. echine, of s.m., are Teut.

loan words.

Derivative: shin, tr. and intr. v., to climb (a pole

or rope), prop, 'to use the shins for climbing'.

shin, n., name of the 21st letter of the Heb. al-

phabet. — Heb. shin, for shen, 'tooth' (which

derives from the stem of shdndn, 'sharpened',

and is rel. to Aram, shinnd, Syr. shennd, Arab.

sinn, Ethiop. senn, Akkad. shinnu, 'tooth'); so

called in allusion to the ancient Hebrew form of

this letter. Cp. san, 'name of letter'.

shine, intr. and tr. v. — ME. schinen, shinen, fr.

OE. sclnan, rel. to OS., OHG. sklnan, ON.,

OFris. skina, Dan. skinne, Swed. skina, Du.

schijnen, MHG. schinen, G. scheinen, Goth.

skeinan, 'to shine, appear' ; formed with -n-for-

mative element of the present tense, from I.-E.

base *ski-, *skdQ)-, *sk^i-, 'to shine, flicker,

glimmer', whence also OSlav. sinqti, 'to flash

up, shine', Ol. chayd, Gk. axia, 'shade'. See

scene and cp. sheer, 'bright', shimmer, Gegen-

scbein. Cp. also chaya, Sciaenidae, sciara, scin-

tilla, sciO", Scirophorian. slciagraphy,

Derivative: shine, n.

shingle, n., rounded stones found on the seashore.

— Cp. Norw. singl, singling, of s.m. ; of imitative

origin.

shingle, n., a piece of split wood. — ME. scincle,

scingle, schingle, fr. L. scindula [whence also

OHG. scindula (MHG., G. schindel)], a collat-

eral form of scandula, 'roofing shingle', fr. scin-

dere, 'to cleave, split', which is cogn. with Gk.

(jxeSavv'jvai., 'to scatter, spread, abroad', oyt-

t^Eiv, 'to cleave, split', Goth, skaidan, OE. scea-

dan, scddan, 'to divide, separate'. See shed, v.,

and cp. schedule, scliism. It. scandola, F. echan-

dole, OSlav. skgdetH, 'shingle', also derive fr. L.

scandula.

Derivatives: shingl-ed, adj., shingl-er, n., shingl-

y, adj.

shingles, n., an inflammatory disease of the skin.

— ML. cingulus, loan translation of Gk. C"vi5,

'belt, girdle; shingles', fr. L. cingulum, 'girdle',

fr. cingere, 'to gird*; see cincture. The disease is

so called from the rings of vesicles on the skin,

which is one of its symptoms.
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shinny, also shindy, shinty, n., a primitive form of

hockey. — Cp. Gael, sinteag, 'a bound, jump'.

Derivative: shinny, intr. v., to play, shinny.

Shinto, n., Japanese religion. — Jap. Shinto, fr.

Chin, shin tao, 'the path of the gods'.

Derivatives: Shinto-ism, n., Shinlo-ist, n.

ship, n. — ME. schip, ship, fr. OE. scip, rel. to

ON., OS., Goth, skip, Dan. skib, Swed. skepp,

MDu. scip, Du. schip, OHG. skijf, MHG. schif,

G. Schiff. The orig. meaning prob. was 'a tree

cut out', from base *sqeib-, whence also Lith.

ski'bit, 'to cut, hew'. Base *sqeib- is a -6-enlarge-

ment of I.-E. base *sqei-, 'to cut'. See shed, v.,

and cp. words there referred to. — It. schifo, F.

esquif, 'skiff', and F. equiper, 'to equip', are Teut.

loan words. Cp. equip, schipperke, skiff, skipper.

Derivative: shipper (q.v.)

ship, tr. and intr. v. — ME. schippen, shippen, fr.

schip, ship, 'ship'. See ship, n.

Derivatives: ship-ment, n., shipp-ing, n.

-ship, suff. — ME. -schipe, fr. OE. scipe, rel. to

OS. -scepi, -scipi, -scap, ON. -skapr, Swed. -skap

Dan. -skab, OFris. -skip, MDu. -scap, Du.

-schap, OHG. -scaf, -scaft, MHG., G. -schaft,

and to OE. gesceape, 'shape'. See shape and cp.

-scape in landscape,

shipper, n. — ME. schiper, shiper, fr. OE. scipere,

formed fr. scip, 'ship', with suff. -ere. See ship

and agential suff. -er.

shire, n. — ME. shir, shire, fr. OE. scir, 'oflioe,

administration; district, county, province', rel.

to OHG. scira, 'business'. Cp. the first element

in sheriff.

Derivative: shire, tr. and intr. v.

shirk, n., a parasite.— A var. of shark, 'swindler'.

shirk, tr. v., to avoid, evade; intr. v., to evade a

duty. — Fr. shirk, 'a parasite'.

Derivative: shirk, n., one who shirks, shirk-er,

n., of s.m.

shirr, tr. v., to gather (cloth) on parallel threads;

n., a gathering by threads. — Of unknow/i

origin.

shirt, n. — ME. schirte, shirte, sherte, fr. OE.

scyrte, 'skirt, tunic', rel. to ON. skyrta, Dan.

skjorte, Swed. skjorta, 'shirt, kirtle', MDu.
scorle, Du. schorl, 'apron', MHG. schurz, G.

Schurz, Schiirze, 'apron' (whence schiirzen, 'to

tuck up'). The original meaning of these nouns

was 'a i/jor/ garment', fr. OE. scort, 'short', resp.

its equivalents in the other Teut. languages. See

short and cp. skirt, which is a doublet of shirt.

shirty, adj., irritable. — Formed fr. the phrase 'to

have one's shirt out'. See shirt and adj. suff. -y

(representing ME. -/, -y, -ie).

shittah, n., shittah tree, the tree of whose wood

the Ark and the altars, tables, and bars of the

Tabernacle were made {^Acacia nilotica).— Heb.

shiltd*' (pi. shittim), for *shintd, prob. fr. Egypt.

sh-n-f-t (Late Egypt, shonte), whence also Ak-

kad. samlu, Arab, sant, 'acacia'.

Shiva, n. — See Siva,

shivali, n. — See shibah.

i«/ shore

See Sivaism, Sivaist.

Popular alteration of

Shivaism, Shivaist, n.'s.

shivaree, n., charivari. -

charivari.

Derivative: shivaree, tr. v.

shive, n., a slice. — Rel. to sheave (q.v.)

shiver, intr. v., to tremble. — ME. chiveren,

cheveren, of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: shiver, n., shiver-ing, n. and adj.,

shiver-ing-ly, adv., shiver-y, adj.

shiver, n., splinter. — ME. scifre, shivere, shiver,

rel. to OHG. skivaro, 'splinter*, MHG. schivere,

schiver, G. Schiefer, 'splinter, slate'. See sheave

and cp. shive, skewer.

Derivatives: shiver, tr. v. (q.v.), shiver-y, adj.

shiver, tr. v., to break to pieces, shatter. — ME.
shiveren, fr. scifre, shivere shiver. See shiver,

'splinter'.

shoal, adj., shallow; whence n., a shallow place.

— ME. scheald, schold, 'shallow', fr. OE.
sceald, 'shallow', rel. to Swed. skalt, 'thin', and

to E. shallow.

Derivatives: shoal, intr. v., shoal-y, adj., shoat-i-

ness, n.

shoal, n., a crowd, a large nimiber. — ME.
*shote, fr. OE. scolu, sceolu, 'crowd, troop', rel.

to OS. skola, 'troop', and to E. school, 'a crowd
of fish', fr. I.-E. base *sqel-, 'to cut'. See scale,

'weighing instrument', and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For sense development cp. section, fr.

L. secdre, 'to cut'.

Derivative: shoal, intr. v., to crowd, throng.

shochct, n. — See shohet.

shock, tr. and intr. v., to collide. — ME. schok-

ken, fr. MF. (= F.) choquer, fr. Du. schokken,

of s.m., from a Teut. imitative base, whence

also OHG. scoc, 'jolt, swing'. Cp. E. jog. Cp.

also chuck, 'to throw'.

Derivatives: shock-able, adj., shock-er, n.,

shock-ing, adj., shock-ing-ly, adv., shock-ing-

ness, n.

shock, n., collision. — MF. (= F.) choc, fr.

choquer. See prec. word.

shock, n., group of sheaves. — ME. schokke,

'pile of sheaves', rel. to OS. skok, MLG. and

Du. schok, 'sixty pieces', MHG. schoc, G.
Schock, 'heap, sixty pieces', and—without ini-

tial s—to ME. hock, G. Hocke, 'heap of

sheaves', and cogn. with Lith. kiigis, 'large

heap of hay', Lett, kaudze, 'heap', OPruss.

kugis, 'knob, pommel'; fr. I.-E. *qeug-, en-

largement of base *qeu-, 'to bend'. See high and

cp. schock, n.

Derivative: shock, tr. v.

shock, adj., shaggy; n., a shaggy mass of hair. —
Prob. a var. of shag.

shod, adj., wearing shoes. — For shoe-d; pp. of

the verb shoe.

shoddy, n., a kind of fibrous material. — Of un-

known origin.

Derivatives: shoddy, adj. and tr. v.

shoe, n. — ME. she, shoo, fr. OE. scoh, rel. to

ON. skor, Dan., Swed. sko, OFris. skdch, OS.

skoh, MDu. scoe, scoen, Du. schoen, OHG.
scuoh, MHG. schuoch, G. Schuh, Goth, skdhs;

perh. orig. meaning 'covering*, fr. I.-E. base

*sqeu-, 'to cover', whence OE. sceo, OS. scio,

'cloud', L. ob-scurus, 'dark'. See sky and cp.

obscure.

Derivatives: shoe, v. (q.v.), shoe-less, adj.

shoe, tr. v. — ME. shoen, shooen, fr. OE. scogan,

scoian, sedan, 'to shoe', fr. scoh, 'shoe*. See

shoe, n.

Derivatives: shoe-ing, n., sho-er, n.

shofar, n. — See shophar.

shogun, n., title of the military governors ofJapan

until 1868. — Jap. shogun, lit. 'leader of an

army*, fr. Chin chiang-chun, 'leader of an ar-

my'.

shogunate, n., office of the shogun. — A hybrid

coined fr. shogun and 3rd -ate, a suff. of Latin

origin.

shohet, n., also shochet, n., a person officially

authorized as slaughterer of animals and poul-

try for use of food (Jewish Religion). — Heb.

shohet, prop, active part, of shdhdt, 'he slaugh-

tered'. See shehitah.

shone, past tense and pp. of the v. shine. — ME.
schoon, shoon, fr. OE. scdn, past tense oi sclnan,

'to shine'. Cp. the OE. pp. (ge)scinen [whence

ME. schinein)]. See shine.

shoo, interj. — Of imitative origin.

Derivative: shoo, tr. and intr. v.

shook, n., a set of staves. — Prob. related to

shock, 'a group of sheaves*.

shook, past tense of shake.— ME. schook, shook,

fr. OE. scoc, past tense of sceacan. See shake.

shoot, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sheten, shoten, fr.

OE. sceotan, rel. to OS. skiotan, ON. skjota,

Swed. skjuta, Dan. skyde, OFris. skidta, MDu.
scieten, Du. schieten, OHG. skiotan, MHG.
schiesen, G. schiefien, fr. I.-E. base *{s)qeud-, 'to

throw, shoot; to run, haste', whence also 01,

skundate, 'hastens, makes haste*, OSlav. is-

kydati, 'to throw out', Lith. skudrits, 'quick,

nimble'. Cp. scoot, scot, 'contribution', scoter,

scuttle, sheet, shot, shut, shuttle, 1st skeet, skit,

skite, skitter, skittish, and the second element

in wainscot.

Derivatives: shoot, n., shoot-able, adj., shoot-er,

n., shoot-ing, n.,

shop, n. — ME. schoppe, shoppe, fr. OE. sceop-

pa, 'stall, booth', rel. to OE. scypen, scipen,

'shed for cattle', OHG. scopf, 'a building without

walls, a porch', G. Schuppen, 'a shed', and prob.

also to OS. skof, OE. sceaf, 'sheaf. See sheaf.

Derivatives: shop, intr. and tr. v., shopp-er,

n., shopp-ing, n., shopp-y, adj.

shopliar, also spelled shofar, n., the ram's horn
blown on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
(Jewish Religion).— Heb. shdphdr, 'ram's horn',

rel. to Arab, sawdfiru, 'ram's horns', Akkad.
shapparu, 'wild goat'.

shore, n., edge of land.— ME. shor, shore, prop,

'land cut off', fr. OE. scoren, pp. of sceran.
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scieran, 'to cut, shear'. See shear and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: shore, tr. v., to set on shore, shore-

less, adj.

shore, n., large beam, prop. — ME. schore, rel.

to MDu. schooren, 'to prop', Du. schoor, 'a

prop', ON. skorda, of s.m., and prob. also to

OE. sceran, scieran, 'to cut, shear'. See shear

and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: shore, tr. v., to prop, shor-ing, n.

shore, past tense of shear. — ME. schar, shar, fr.

OE. scsr, past tense of sceran, scieran, 'to cut,

shear'. See shear.

shoreward, adj. — Compounded of shore, 'edge

of land', and adj. suff. -ward.

shoreward, shorewards, adv. — Compounded of

shore and adv. suff. -ward, resp. -wards.

shorn, pp. o{ shear.— ME. schoren, fr. OE. scoren,

pp. oi sceran, scieran, 'to cut, shear'. See shear.

short, adj. — ME. schort, short, fr. OE. sceort,

scon, 'short', rel. to ON. skorta, 'to be short

of, skort, skortr, 'shortness', OHG. scurz,

'short', from a dental enlargement of I.-E. base

*{s)ger-, 'to cut', whence also OI. k(dhii(i,

'shortened, maimed, small', L. cartas, 'short',

cordus, 'late born', originally meaning 'stunted

(in one's growth)', OSlav. kratUkii, Russ. korot-

kij, 'short', Lith. skurstu, skursti, 'to be stunted

(in one's growth)', skardits, 'steep', Olr. cert,

'small', Mir. corr, 'stunted, dwarfish'. See shear

and cp. shirt, skirt. Cp. also curt and the first

element in curtail. Cp. also kirtle.

Derivatives: short, adv. and n., short-en, tr.

and intr. v., short-en-er, n., short-en-ing, n.,

short-ish, adj., short-ly, adv., short-ness, n.

shot, n., contribution. — A doublet of scot,

'contribution" (q.v.)

shot, n., act of shooting, missile, bullet. — ME.
schot, shot, fr. OE. scot, sceot, 'a shooting',

gescot, gesceot, 'missile', from the base of sceo-

tan, 'to shoot'; rel. to OE. scyte, 'a shooting',

ON. skutr, Norw. shut, Dan. skot, OFris. skete,

MDu. scote, Du. schot, 'shot', OHG. SC05,

'missile', jchj, MHG. schu3, G. SchufS, 'a shot".

See shoot.

Derivative: shott-ed, adj., loaded with shot.

shot, past tense and pp. of shoot. — See next

word.

shot, adj., woven with the warp and weft of

different colors. — ME. shoten, shot, fr. OE.

gescoten. See next word.

shotten, adj., having shot its spawn and accord-

ingly of inferior value. — ME. shotyn, fr. sho-

ten, shotyn, pp. ofsheten, shoten, fr. OE. sceotan

(pp. gescoten), 'to shoot'. See shoot.

should, past tense of the auxil. v. shall. — ME.
scholde, sholde, fr. OE. scolde, sceolde, past

tense of sceal. See shall.

shoulder, n. — ME. shuldre, shulder, fr. OE.

sculdor, sculder, rel. to OFris. skuldere, MLG.
schulderie), MDu. scouder, Du. schouder, OHG.
scultra, sculterra, MHG. schulder, schulter, G.

Schulter; of uncertain origin.

Derivative: shoulder, tr. and intr. v.

shout, intr. and tr. v. — ME. shouten, of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. ON. skUta, 'a taunt'.

Derivatives: shout, n., shout-er, n., shout-ing, n.

shove, tr. and intr. v. — ME. shouven, shoven, fr.

OE. scufan, sceofan, rel. to ON. skiXfa, Dan.,

Norw. skyve, OFris. skuva, Du. schuiven, OHG.
scioban, MHG., G. schieben, 'to push, thrust',

Goth, af-skiuban, 'to put away', fr. I.-E. base

*sqeubh-, 'to throw, to shove', whence also

Lith. skiibti, 'to make haste', skubinti, 'to has-

ten'. Cp. scoff, scoop, scupper, 'cut through a

ship's side', shovel.

Derivatives: shove, n., shov-er, n.

shovel, n. — ME. shovele, fr. OE. sceofol,

sceofl, rel. to OS. skufla, Swed. skovel, MLG.
schufle, MDu. schuffel, Du. schoffel, OHG.
scuvala, scd/la, MHG. schUvel, G. Schaufel, fr.

I.-E. base *sqeubh-, 'to shove'. See shove and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: shovel, tr. and intr. v., shovel(l)-er,

n., shovel-ful, adj.

show, archaic spelling shew, tr. and intr. v. —
ME. schewen, schowen, shewen, showen, fr. OE.
sceawian, 'to look, see, behold' (in modern

English the sense is causative: 'to cause to be

seen'); rel. to OS. skauwon, 'to look at', OFris.

skdwia, Du. schouwen, OHG. scouwon, MHG.
schouwen, G. schauen, 'to look at', OE. sciene,

scene, scyne, OS., OHG. skoni, MDu. scone,

Du. schoon, Goth, skaunjai (nom. pi.), 'beauti-

ful', orig. 'conspicuous', fr. I.-E. base *(s)geu-,

*(s)qeu-, 'to look at, observe, perceive", whence

also 01. kavlfi, 'wise, sage; seer, poet", d-kuvate,

'intends'. Arm. cucanem, 'I show', Gk. xosco

(for *Ko5£a)), ,'I mark, perceive, hear', xGSoi;

(for qOdos), 'glory, fame' (lit. 'that which is

heard of), the second element in i^uo-axoo;,

(for *-&uo-CTx6.^oc), 'sacrificing priest', L.

cavere, 'to beware', OSlav. cujq, cuti, 'to feel,

perceive, hear', cudo, gen. -ese (for *qeudos),

'wonder', lit. ('that which is heard of), Czech

{z)koumali, 'to perceive, be aware of. See hear

and cp. scavage, scavenger, sheen. Cp. also

acoustic, caution, cave, interj., Kavi, kudos, and

the second element in Laocoon.

Derivatives: show, n., shower, n. (q.v.), show-

ing, n., show-y, adj., show-i-ly, adv.

shower, n., one who shows. — ME. shewer,

shoer, fr. OE. sceawere, 'spectator; watchtower;

mirror', fr. sceawian, 'to look at". See show and

agential suff. -er.

shower, n., a short fall of rain. — ME. schour,

shour, showre, fr. OE. sciir, rel. to ON. skiir,

OS., OHG. sciir, MHG. schOr, G. Schauer,

Goth, skara in skUra windis, 'storm of wind",

and cogn. with Arm. curt (for *skar-do-), 'cold,

shower', L. caurus, 'northwest wind', OSlav.

slveru, 'north, north wind', Lith. siaurUs, 'rag-

ing, stormy', siaur'ps, 'north wind', siaure,

'north'. Cp. Caums.
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Derivatives: shower, tr. and intr. v., shower-y,

adj., shower-i-ness, n.

shrank, past tense of shrink. — ME. shrank, fr.

OE. scranc, past tense of scrincan. See shrink.

shrapnel, n. — Named after its inventor. Gen.

Henry Shrapnel (1761-1842).

shred, n. — ME. shrede, fr. OE. screade, scread,

'shred, paring", rel. to scrud, 'dress, garment',

MLG. schrot, schrdt, 'piece cut off', OHG.
scrot, 'a cutting, piece cut off, MHG. schrot,

'stroke, blow, wound, piece cut off, G. Schrot,

'small shot', ON. skrydda, 'shriveled skin',

hrjopa, 'to peel off, pare', fr. I.-E. base

*{s)qreu-t-, whence also L. scrutdrl, 'to search,

examine, investigate', orig. 'to cut in, scratch',

scrautum, 'quiver for arrows', scrotum, 'scro-

tum', lAih. skraudus, 'brittle'. Base *{s)qreu-t- is

a dental enlargement of base *(s)qreu-, 'to cut

or break to pieces', which itself derives from
base *(s)qer-, 'to cut, separate'. See shear and
cp. screed, scrod, scroll, shroud. Cp. also scro-

tum, scruple, scrutiny.

Derivatives : shred, v. (q.v.), shredd-y, adj.

shred, tr. and intr. v. — ME. schreden, shreden,

fr. OE. screadian, fr. screade, scread, 'shred,

paring'; rel. to MDu scroden, Du. schroeien,

OHG. scrotan, MHG. schroten, G. schroten, 'to

shred'. See shred, n.

Derivatives: shredd-er, n., shredd-y, adj.

shrew, n., a small mouselike animal. — OE.
screawa. Cp. next word. Cp. also shrewd,

beshrew.

shrew, n., a scolding woman. — ME. schrewe,

shrewe, shrew, 'a malicious person'; prob. a

figurative use of prec. word, from the old sup-

position that the animal was venomous or had a

maUgnant influence.

shrew, tr. v., 1) to curse (obsol.); 2) to beshrew.—
ME. shrewen, fr. shrewe, 'a malicious person'.

See prec. word.

shrewd, adj. — ME. shrewede; see shrew, n., and
3rd -ed. For the formation cp. crabbed, fr. crab,

dogged, fr. dog.

Derivatives: shrewd-ly, adv., shrewd-ness, n.

shrewish, adj. — Formed fr. shrew, n., with adj.

suff. -ish.

Derivatives; shrewish-ly, adv., shrewish-ness, n.

shri, n. — See sri.

shriek, intr. and tr. v. — ME. schriken, shriken,

Cp. ON. skrsekja, 'to screech', and see screak.

Derivatives: shriek, n., shriek-er, n., shriek-y,

adj.

shrieval, adj., pertaining to a sheriff. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. shrieve, an obsolete form of
sheriff.

shrievalty, n., the office of a sheriff.— Formed fr.

prec. word with suff. -ty.

shrift, n. — ME. schrift, shrift, fr. OE. scrift,

'legal penalty, penance; confessor', from the

stem of scrifan, 'to impose penance, decree; to

shrive'. See sltrtre.

shrike, n., any of the birds of the genus Lanius.—

ME. *shrik, fr. OE. scrlc, 'thrush', lit. 'schrie-

ker', rel. to ME. shriken, 'to shriek", and to ON.
skrlkja, 'shrieker; shrike'. See screech, shriek.

shrill, adj. — ME. schril, shril, fr. schrillen, shril-

len. Cp. LG. schrell, 'piercing, shrill', G. schrill,

of s.m. See shrill, v.

Derivative: shritl-ness, n., shrill-y, adj.

shrill, intr. and tr. v. — ME. schrillen, shrillen,

rel. to G. schrillen, OE. scrallettan, 'to make a

loud cry', Swed. skrdlla, 'to sound loudly',

Norw. skrylla, 'to make a shrill noise'. All

these words are of imitative origin.

shrimp, n., a small edible shellfish. — ME.
shrimpe, rel. to OE. scrimman, 'to bend,

writhe, dry up, shrink', MLG. schrimpen, MHG.
schrimpfen, and to E. scrimp and shrink.

Derivatives: shrimp, intr. v., shrimp-er, n.,

shrimp-ish, adj., shrimp-ish-ness, n., shrimp-y,

adj.

shrine, n. — ME. schrin, shrin, fr. OE. serin, 'the

Ark of the covenant', fr. L. scrlnium, 'a case for

keeping books', which is of uncertain origin. It

possibly denoted orig. 'a round or plaited re-

ceptable', and derives fr. I.-E. base *{s)qer-, 'to

bend, turn, twist', whence also L. curvus, 'curved,

crooked'. See curve, n., and cp. scrinium.

sln-ine, tr. v., to enshrine. — ME. shrinen, fr.

shrin. See slu-ine, n.

shrink, intr. and tr. v.— ME. schrinken, shrinken,

fr. OE. scrincan, rel. to MDu. schrinken and
prob. to Dan. skrumpe, Swed. skrympa, 'to

shrink', Norw. skrumpa, 'a meager cow', MDu.
scrompelen, Du. schrompelen, G. schrumpfen,

'to shrink', and to OE. scrimman, 'to bend,

writhe, dry up, shrink'. See shrimp and cp.

scrag.

Derivatives: shrink-age, n., shrink-ing, n.,

shrink-ing-ly, adv.

shrive, tr. v. — ME. schriven, shriven, fr. OE.
scrifan, 'to impose penance; to decree; to

shrive', fr. L. scribere, 'to write', whence also

OS. scriban, ODu. scrivan, Du. schrijven, 'to

write", OHG. scriban, MHG. schriben, G.
schreiben, of s.m., ON. skript, 'penance, con-

fession". See scribe and cp. shrift, Shrovetide.

shrivel, intr. and tr. v. — Cp. dial. Swed. skryvla,

'to wrinkle".

Derivative: shrivel, n.

shroff, n., name of a money changer in the Far

East. — Hind. sarrSf, fr. Arab, sarraf, 'money
changer", fr. sdrrafa, 'he changed money',

second conjugation of sdrafa, 'he turned'.

shroud, n. — ME. schrud, shrud, shroud, fr. OE.
scrHd, 'dress, garment', rel. to ON. skrud, 'the

shrouds of a ship, ornament, furniture of a

church', Dan., Swed. skrud, 'dress, attire', and
in gradational relationship to OE. screade,

scread, 'shred, paring'. See shred, n.

Derivatives: shroud, tr. v., shroud-ed, adj.,

shroud-ing, n., shroud-less, adj., shroud-y, adj.

Shrovetide, n., the time for confession before

Lent.— ME. shroftide, schroftide; compounded
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of shrove, a noun which is related to shrive (past

tense shrove), and of tide.

Slirove Tuesday, n. — See Slirovetide; so called

from the custom of confessing sins before Ash

Wednesday.

shrub, n., a low woody plant. — ME. schrubbe,

schrub, shrub, fr. OE. scrybb, 'underwood', rel.

to dial. Dan. skrub, 'brushwood', Norw. skrubba,

'a dwarf cornel tree'. Cp. scrub, 'a stunted tree'.

Derivatives: shrubb-ery, n., shrubb-y, adj.,

shrubb-i-ness, n.

shrub, n., a drink.— Arab, shurb, 'a drink', form-

ed from the base of shariba, 'he drank'. See

sherbet.

shrug, tr. and intr. v.— MB. schruggen, of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. Dan. skrugge, 'to stoop,

crouch'.

Derivative: shrug, n.

shrank, pp. of shrink. — ME. shrunke, shrunken,

fr. OE. gescruncen, pp. of scrincan. See shrink.

shrunken, adj. — Old pp. of shrink. See prec.

word.

sbruti, n. — See sruti.

shuck, n., husk, shell. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivative: shuck, tr. v.

shudder, intr. v. — ME. schuderen, shoderen,

shoddren, rel. to LG. schuddern, G. schaudern,

'to shudder'. These verbs are frequentatives

formed with suff. -er fr. Teut. base *skud-, 'to

shake', whence also OS. skuddian, 'to move

violently', MDu., Du. schudden, 'to shake',

OHG. scutten, scuten, scutilon, MHG. schutelen,

G. schuttetn, 'to shake', G. schuiten, 'to pour,

shed'. Teut. base *skud- corresponds to

I.-E. base *(s)qut-, 'to shake', whence L.

quatere, 'to shake'. See quash, 'to make void'.

Derivatives: shudder, n., shudder-ing-ly, adv.,

shudder-y, adj.

shuffle, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. shove with

freq. suff. -le. Cp. scuffle, which is a doublet of

shuffle.

Derivatives: shuffle, n., shuffl-er, n., shuffl-ing,

adj., shuffl-ingly, adv.

Shulhan Aruk, code of Jewish law by Rabbi

Joseph Karo (1488-1755). — Heb. shulhdn

'arukh, lit. 'Table Set', fr. shulhdn, 'table', and

'arukh, passive part, of'drdkh, 'he arranged, set

in order'.

shun, tr. v., to avoid. — ME. schunien, shunien,

fr. OE. scunian, 'to avoid, fear, abhor'; of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives: shun-less, adj., shunn-er, n.

'shun {mil.)— Abbreviation of attention.

shunt, tr. v., to divert; intr. v., to be diverted. —
ME. schunten, shunien, of uncertain origin;

perh. rel. to shun.

Derivatives : shunt, n., shunt-er, n., shunt-ing, n.

shut, tr. and intr. v. — ME. schitten, schuiten,

shutten, fr. OE. scyttan, 'to shut'; prob. rel. to

shoot. For sense development cp. the phrase 'to

shoot a bolt'. Cp next word. Cp. also the second

element in wainscot.
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Derivatives: shutt-er, n., shutt-er, tr. v., shutt-er-

less, adj., shutt-ing, n.

shuttle, n.— ME. schytel, fr. OE. scytel, 'missile,

dart', a gradational variant formed from the

stem of sceotan, 'to shoot' ; so called from its

being 'shot' across the threads in weaving. See

shoot and dimin. suff. -le and cp. prec. word.

Cp. also skittle, which is a doublet of shuttle.

Derivative: shuttle, tr. and intr. v.

shwa, n. — A var. of schwa.

shy, adj., timid; bashful. — ME. schey, shey,

'shy', fr. OE. sceoh, 'timid', rel. to MLG.
schiiiwe), Du. schuw, 'shy', MHG. schiech, G.

scheu, of s.m., OHG. sciuhen, MHG. schiuhen,

'to shy at, to fear', G. scheuchen, 'to scare

away'. The only non-Teutonic cognate is

OSlav. sculi, 'to hunt, incite'. It. schivare, 'to

avoid', is a Teut. loan word. Cp. eschew.

Derivatives: shy, intr. v., shy-er, n., shy-ly, adv.,

shy-ness, n.

shy, tr. and intr. v., to fling, throw. — Of uncer-

tain origin.

Derivative: shy, n., a throw.

Shylock, n., a merciless creditor. — From a char-

acter of Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice.

shyster, n., an unscrupulous lawyer.— Of uncer-

tain origin.

Derivative: shyster, intr. v., to act as a shyster.

si, n., the seventh note in solmization (rnus.)

si, adv., yes. — It., Sp. and Port., fr. L. sic, 'so'.

See sic.

sial-, form of sialo- before a vowel.

sialid, adj., pertaining to the family Sialidae. —
See next word.

Sialidae, n. pi., a family of insects (entomol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. aixXii;, gen. aiaXiSoi;, name of a

bird; of unknown origin. For the ending see

suff. -idae.

sialo-, before a vowel sial-, combining form

meaning 'saliva'. — Gk. aiaXo-, aiaX-, fr.

CTiaXov, 'saliva', of uncertain origin.

sialoid, adj., resembling saliva. — Compounded

of sial- and Gk. -oevrjSi;, 'like', fr. sISot;, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

siamang, n., a species of large black ape. — Ma-

lay sidmang, fr. among, 'black'.

Siamese, adj., pertaining to Siam; n., a native of

Siam, the language of Siam.

Siamese twins, — So called from the Siamese

twins Eng and Chang (1811-74). — They were

united at the waist by a band of flesh.

sib, n. and adj. — ME., fr. OE. sibb,rt\. to OS.

sibbia, OFris., MDu. sibbe, OHG. sippa, MHG.,

G. sippe, Goth, sibja, 'kin, kindred', and cogn.

with Russ. sob, 'character, individuality', OSlav.

o-sob-a, 'person', sobistvo, 'character, indivi-

duality', OPruss. subs, 'self. All these words

derive fr. I.-E. base *s(w)e-bh-, 'of the same

kind', which is a -6A-enlargement of the reflex-

ive pron. base *se-, 'self. See sui and cp.

gossip. Cp. also Sabine, Samnite.

Siberian, adj. and n. — Formed fr. Siberia with
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suff. -an. The name Siberia derives fr. Sibir, an
ancient Tatar fortress at the confluence of the

rivers Tobol and Irtysh.

Siberian dog. — A breed of dogs, esp. used for

drawing sledges.

siberite, n., a variety of tourmaline (mineral.) —
Named after Siberia. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

sibilance, sibilancy, n. — Formed from next word
with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

sibilant, adj., having, or making, a hissing

sound. — L. sibildns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of
sibildre, 'to hiss, whistle', fr. slbilus, 'hissing,

whistling', which is of imitative origin. Cp. the

imitative words : Gk. ai^^siv, 'to hiss', Lett, sikt,

'to hiss', OSlav. svistati, 'to hiss, whistle'. Cp.
also chillo, siffle, persiflage.

Derivative: sibilant-ly, adv.

sibUate, tr. and intr. v., to hiss; to pronounce
with a hissing sound. — L. sibildtus, pp. of sibi-

ldre. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: sibilat-ion, n.

sibyl, n., prophetess. — L. Sibylla, fr. Gk. St-

pyuXXa, name of several prophetesses; of uncer-

tain origin.

Sibylline, adj., pertaining to a sibyl or the sibyls.

— L. Sibyllinus, fr. Sibylla. See prec. word and
adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

sic, adv., thus. — L. sic, 'so, thus', contracted

from the older form sice, for si-ce, which is

compounded of si, 'if, orig. meaning 'so', and
-ce, an emphatic particle. L. si, orig. sei, is rel.

to Oscan svai,suae, Umbrianive.lt., Sp. and
Port, si, 'yes', F. si, 'so' (in answer to a neg.

question) 'yes', derive fr. L. sic. Cp. nisi, quasi.

For the etymology of the L. suff. -ce see he. Cp.
the first element in cy-pres.

sicarian, n., an assassin. — Formed with suff. -an

fr. L. sicdrius, 'an assassin, murderer', fr. sica, 'a

curved dagger', which is rel. to sicilis, 'a sickle'

(prop, 'a cutting instrument') and to seed, se-

cdre, 'to cut'. See section and cp. sickle. For the

ending see suff. -Ian.

sicarius, n., sicarian. — L. sicdrius. See prec.

word.

sicca, n., 1) a die; 2) a newly coined rupee. —
Hind, sikkd, fr. Arab, sikkc^, 'a die for stamp-
ing". Cp. sequin,

siccative, adj.— Late L. siccdtivus, 'drying, sicca-

tive', fr. L. siccdtus, pp. of siccdre, 'to dry', fr.

siccus, 'dry', which is cogn. with Avestic hiku-,

'dry', Gk layyoi;, 'dry, withered', Lith. seklus,

'shallow', Lett, sekls, of s.m., Lith. senkii, sekti,

'to fair (said of the water level), nu-sekti, 'be-

come dry', Lett, siku, sikt, 'to dry up', Mir.
sesc, 'dry', and with OI. sihcdti, 'makes dry'. Cp.
desiccate, exsiccate, hortus siccus, sack, 'strong

wine', sec, secco. Cp. also phthisis. For the end-
ing see suff. -ative.

sice, also sise, n., the number six on dice. —
For OF. sis (whence F. six), fr. L. sex. See
six.

sice, n., groom. — VArab. sdyis, fr. Arab, sd'is,

'groom'.

Sicel, n., one of the Siculi; adj., pertaining to the

Siculi. — Fr. Gk. SixsXoi (pi.) (whence Siculi,

an ancient people on the Tiber, whence part of
them emigrated to the island named after them
SixsXia, whence L. Sicilia (= Sicily).

Siceliot, n., one of the ancient Greeks settled in

Sicily; adj., pertaining to the Siceliots.— Form-
ed fr. Gk. SixeXoi and the suff. -mty);. See
prec. word and -ote.

Sicilian, n. and adj. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Sicilia. See Sicel.

sick, adj.— ME. sik, sek, fr. OE. seoc, rel. to ON.
sjukr, Swed. sjuk, Dan. syg, OS. siok, OFris.

sidk, MDu. siec, Du. ziek, OHG. sioh, MHG.,
G. siech, Goth, siuks, 'sick, ill', siukan, 'to be
ill'. Nils Lid [in Norsk Tidskr. f. Sprogvidensk.

7, 170 (1934)] connects these words woth OE.
sUgan, ON. suga, etc., 'to suck'. (According to

Teut. belief diseases were caused by the sucking
of demons.) See suck and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: sick-en, intr. and tr. v., sick-en-er,

n., sick-en-ing, adj., sick-en-ing-ly, adv., sick-ish,

adj. sick-ish-ly, adv., sick-ish-ness, n., sick-ly,

adv., sick-li-ness, n., sick-ness, n.

sick, tr. v., to seek. — A var. of seek.

sicker, adj., safe (now only Scot.) — ME. siker,

fr. OE. sicor, which—together with OS. sikor,

OFris. sikur, MDu. seker (Du. zeker), OHG.
sichur, sichor, MHG., G. sicher—derives fr.

VL. *sicurus (whence also It. sicuro), corres-

ponding to L. secHrus, 'free from care' (whence
OF. seur, F. siir and Sp. seguro, 'sure, safe').

See secure.

sickle, n. — ME. sikel, fr. OE. sicol, which—
together with MDu. sickele (Du. sikkel), OHG.
sihhila (MHG., G. i/cAef)—derives fr. VL.
*sicila corresponding to L. secula, 'sickle'

(whence It. segolo, 'hatchet'), fr. I.-E. base *seq-,

'to cut'. See section and cp. scythe.

Siculian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -ian fr.

L. Siculi (pi.) See Sicel.

Sicyos, n., a genus of plants, the one-seeded bur
cucumber (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ctixuo?, 'cu-

cumber', which according to Paul de Lagarde
(in Armenische Studien. § 1975, and in Mit-

teilungen, 1, 234 and II, 356) is borrowed fr. Heb.

*qishshu'd'' (pi. qishshu'tm), 'cucumber'. See
Heinrich Lewy, Die semitischen Fremdworter
im Griechischen, Berlin, 1895, p. 30. For the

equivalents of Heb. qishshu'im in the other Sem.
languages see Gesenius-Buhl, HWAT, p. 731.

Cp. cucumber.

Sida, n., a genus of plants of the mallow family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. oiStj, 'pomegranate; a
water plant', which is prob. a loan word from
Asia Minor.

Siddha, n., one who has attained perfection and
bliss (Hinduism).— OI. slddhafi, 'accomplished,

achieved, successful, possessing supernatural
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power, sorcerer, saint', rel. to sidhyati, 'reaches

his goal, succeeds', sadhuh, 'right, skilled, ex-

cellent; a holy man'. See sadhu.

siddur, n., the Jewish prayer book. — Mishnaic

Heb. siddur, 'arrangement, order', fr. sidder, 'he

arranged, ordered', Pi'el (= intensive form) of

sadhdr, which is rel. to Biblical Heb. sidher,

'order' ; see Seder and cp. Sedra. Siddur in the

sense 'prayer book' is an abbreviation of siddur

t^philld'', 'arrangement of prayer'. Cp. the term

sedher t^philloth, lit. 'order of prayers', used as a

synonym of siddur.

side, n.— ME., fr. OE. side, rel. to OS. sida, ON.

sida, Dan. side, Swed. sida, MDu. side, Du.

zijide), OHG. sita, MHG. site, G. Seite, and to

OE. Sid, 'long, broad, spacious', ON. sidr,

'long, hanging down', OHG. sito (adv.), 'loose',

and cogn. with Lith. sietuvd, 'deep place in a

river', Mir. sith, 'long'.

Derivatives : side, adj. and tr. and intr. v., sid-

ed, adj., sid-er, n., sid-ing, n.

sideling, adv., sidelong. — Formed fr. side with

adverbial sufT. -ling. Cp. sidelong and sidle,

sidelong, adv. — Compounded of side and -long,

sider-, form of 1st sidero- before a vowel.

sideral, adj., pertaining to the stars {rare). — L.

siderdlis, fr. sidus, gen. sideris. See sidereal,

sideration, n., blast, blight; use of green manure.

— L.siderdtio, gen. -onis, 'constellation; disease

caused by a constellation, blast of plants', fr.

sidus, gen. sideris. See next word and -ation and

cp. apoplexy.

sidereal, adj., pertaining to the stars. — Formed

with adj. suff. -at fr. L. sidereus, fr. sidus, gen.

5rrfOTj,'star',esp. 'a group ofstars', which is cogn.

with Lith. svidus, 'shining, bright", svidii, svideti,

'to shine', Lett, swidu, swist, 'to dawn', and prob.

also with ON. svida, OHG. swidan, 'to burn'.

Cp. consider, desire,

siderite, n., native ferrous carbonate, FeCO,

(mineral.)— L. siderites (masc.) or sideritis({em.),

'loadstone', fr. Gk. <7tSY]pfT7;t; (masc.) or ctiSt;-

ptTtc; (fem.) (scil. Xt^o;), 'stone of iron', fr.

CTi8y;po5, 'iron', which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. the first element in siderolite and the second

element in Metrosideros.

Derivative: siderit-ic, adj.

sidero-, before a vowel sider-, combining form

meaning 'iron'. — Gk. ciSr^po-, otSt;?-, fr.

CTtSirjpo?. 'iron'. See siderite.

sidero-, combining form meaning 'star'. — L.

sidero-, fr. sidus, gen. sideris, 'star'. See side-

real,

siderolite, n., an ironstone meteorite.— Lit. 'iron

stone', fr. 1st sidero- and Gk. Xi&o;, 'stone'.

See siderite and -lite,

sideroscope, n., an instrument for detecting the

presence of iron. — Compounded of 1st sidcro-

and Gk. -(Tx6jnov, fr. axoTreTv, 'to look at, ex-

amine'. See -scope,

siderosis, n., 1) deposit of iron in a tissue of the

body. esp. in the lungs; 2) inhalation of iron
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dust (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. Gk.

(jiSripoi;, 'iron'. See 1st sidero- and -osis.

sideward, adj. — Compounded of side and adj.

suif. -ward,

sideward, sidewards, adv. — Compounded of

side and adv. suff. -ward, resp. -wards,

sideways, adv. — Compounded of side and adv.

suff. -ways.

Derivative: sideways, adj.

sidhe, n. — See shee.

sidle, v., to move sideways.— Back formation fr.

the obsol. adv. sidling, a var. of sideling (q.v.)

Derivatives: sidle, n., sidl-er, n., sidl-ing, n.,

sidl-ing-ly, adv.

Sidonian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Sidonius, fr. Gk. SiScovto? (also SiS6vio?),

fr. SiStiv, 'Sidon', an ancient Phoen. city, fr.

Phoen. (= Heb.) Tzidhon, lit. 'fishing-place',

fr. tzUd, 'to hunt, capture'. Cp. sadhe.

siecle, n., century, age. — F., fr. L. saeculum,

'period of a man's life, generation, period of a

hundred years'. See secular.

siege, n. — ME. sege, 'seat, siege', fr. OF. sege,

siege (F. siege), fr. VL. *sedicum, 'seat', fr.

*sedicdre, 'to sit', fr. L. sedere, 'to sit'. See se-

dentary and cp. see, n. Cp. also besiege.

Derivatives: siege, tr. v., sieg-er, n.

sienna, n., an earthy pigment of brownish color.

— Fr. It. terra di Siena, 'earth of Sienna', in

Northern Italy. Cp. umber.

sierra, n., a range of hills, jagged, sawlike ridges.

— Sp., lit. 'saw', fr. L. serra. See serra.

siesta, n., midday nap. — Sp., fr. L. sexta (hora),

'the sixth hour (i.e. after the sunrise), noon",

fem. o?sextus, 'sixth'. See sixth and cp. sext.

sieve, n. — ME. sive, seve, fr. OE. sife, rel. to

MDu. seve, Du. zeef, OHG. sib, MHG. sip,

G. Sieb, 'sieve'; of uncertain origin. Cp. sift.

Derivative: sieve, tr. v., to sift.

sifaka, n., any of the lemurs of the genus Pro-

pithecus. — A Malagasy word.

slffle, tr. v., to whistle; n.,a sibilant rale (med.)~

F. sifler, fr. VL. *sifilare, fr. L. sibildre, 'to hiss'.

See sibilant and cp. zuffolo.

sift, tr. and intr. v. — ME. siften, fr. OE. siftan,

fr. sife, 'sieve', rel. to Du. ziften, MLG. sichten,

G. sichten, 'to sift'. See sieve.

Derivatives: sift-ed, adj., sift-er, n., sift-ing, n.

sigh, intr. and tr. v. — Back formation fr. ME.

sih-te, sigh-te, pp. of sihen, sighen, 'to sigh', fr.

OE. slcan, which is prob. of imitative origin.

Derivatives: sigh, n., sigh-ing, adj., sigh-ing-ly,

adv., sigh-ing-ness, n.

si^t, n. — ME. sith, siht, sight, fr. OE. sihp,

gesihp, gesiehp, rel. to Dan. sigte, Swed. sigt,

MDu. sicht, gesichte, gesicht, Du. zicht, gezicht,

OHG., MHG. siht, gesiht, G.Sicht, Gesicht; fr.

Teut. base *sehv/-, 'to see'. See sec, v.

Derivatives: sight, tr. and intr. v., sight-ed, adj.,

sight-er, n., sight-ing, n., sight-less, adj., sight-

less-ly, adv., sight-less-ness, n., sight-ly, adj.,

sight-li-ness, n.
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sigil, n., seal. — L. sigillum, 'little figure, sign,

mark', dimin. of signum, 'sign'. See sign and cp.

seal, 'stamp'.

sigillate, adj., decorated with marks.— L. sigilla-

tus, pp. oisigillare, 'to mark with a sign or seal',

fr. sigillum. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

sigillate, tr. v., to seal. — L. sigiltatus, pp. of

sigillare. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

Sigismund, masc. PN. — G., a compound lit.

meaning 'protection through victory'. The first

element is rel. to OHG. sigu, MHG. sic, sige,

G. Sieg, MDu. seghe, Du. zege, ON. sigr,

Swed. seger, Dan. seier, OE. sige, gesig,

Goth, sigis, 'victory', and cogn. with OI. sdha-,

'victory', sdhate, 'overcomes, masters', Gk.ex^''''

(fr. I.-E. base *segh-), 'to have, hold'. See

scheme and cp. words there referred to. The
second element is rel. to OHG. munt, OE., ON.
mund, 'hand, protection', and cogn. with L.

manus, 'hand'; see manual, adj., and cp. the

second element in Edmund, Osmond, Raymond.
siglos, n., silver coin unit in ancient Persia. —
Gk. CTtyXo?, atxXo?, fr. Heb. sheqel, an old

Jewish unit of weight and money, lit. 'weight'.

See shekel.

Sigma, n., name of the 18th letter of the Greek
alphabet. — Gk. oiY(j,a, metathesis of Heb.

sdmekh (prob. through the medium of an Ara-

maic form *simkha). See samekh.

Derivatives: sigm-ate, adj. and tr. v., sigm-at-ic,

adj., sigm-oid (q.v.)

sigmoid, adj., shaped likeasigma.— GJc. aiyjxo-

£iSti<;, 'having the shape of sigma', compounded
of (Ji-y[ji.oc and suff". -oeiStji;, 'like', fr. elSoq,

'form, shape'. See sigma and -old.

Derivatives: sigmoid-al, adj., sigmoid-al-ly, adv.

sign, n. — ME. signe, fr. OF. (= F.) signe, fr. L.

signum, 'mark, token, sign", which is prob. rel. to

secare, 'to cut'. See section and cp. assign, con-

sign, countersign, design, designate, ensign, in-

signia, resign, sain, seal, 'imprint', sennet, signal,

signature, signet, significance, signify, and the

second word in al segno and in dal segno. See

also the first element in scarlet and the second

element in tocsin.

sign, tr. and intr. v. — ME. signen, fr. MF. (=
F.) signer, fr. OF. seignier, fr. L. signdre, 'to set

a mark upon, mark, sign', fr. signum. See sign, n.

Iien'vatives:sign-able,a.d}., signal(q.\.),sign-er, n.

signal, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) signal, fr. Late

L. signdle, 'a signal', prop. neut. of the adjec-

tive signalis, 'pertaining to a sign', fr. L. signum.

See sign, n., and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: signal, tr. and intr. v., signal, adj.

(q.v.), signal-ist, n., signal-ize, tr. and intr. v.,

signal([)-er, n.

signal, adj. — Formed fr. F. signal^, pp. of si-

gnaler, 'to signal', fr. signal. See signal, n. For the

loss of the French pp. suff. -^ in English cp. cos-

tive, defile, 'a narrow valley', trove.

signalment, n. — F. signalement, fr. signaler, 'to

signal', fr. sigrml. See signal, n., and -moit.

signatory, adj. — L. signdtorius, 'pertaining to

sealing', fr. signdtus, pp. of signdre. See sign, v.,

and adj. suff. -ory.

signature, n. — F., fr. ML. signdtQra, fr. L. signd-

tus, pp. oi signdre. See sign, v., and -ure.

Derivatives: signature, tr. v., signatur-al, adj.

signet, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) signet, dimin.

of signe. See sign and -et and cp. sennet, which is

a doublet of signet.

Derivative: signet, tr. v.

significance, also signiflcancy, n. — ME. signifi-

caunce, fr. L. significantia, fr. significdns, gen.

-antis. See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

significant, adj. — L. significdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of significdre. See signify and -ant.

Derivatives: significant, n., significant-ly, adv.,

significant-ness, n.

signification, n. — ME. significacioun, fr. OF. (=
F.) signification, fr. L. significdtionem, ace. of

significdtio, 'a pointing out, denoting, indica-

tion', fr. significdtus, pp. of significdre. See

signify and -ation.

significative, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) signifi-

catif (fem. significative), fr. L. significdtivus, 'de-

noting, signifying', fr. significdtus, pp. of signifi-

cdre. See signify and -ive.

signify, tr. and intr. v. — ME. signifien, fr. OF.
(= F.) signifier, fr. L. significdre, 'to show by

signs, publish, notify, signify', which is com-
pounded of jig««/n, 'sign', and -ficdre, fr.facere,

'to make, do'. See sign, n., and -fy.

Derivative; signifi-er, n.

signer, n., an Italian title corresponding to

English Mr. — It., shorter form of signore (q.v.)

signora, n., an Italian title corresponding to

Enghsh Mrs. — Fem. of signor, signore. Cp.

seiiora, senhora.

signore, n., an Italian title corresponding to

English Sir. — It., fr. L. seniorem, ace. of .senior,

'older", compar. of senex, 'old'. See senior and

cp. monsignor, seiior, senhor.

signorina, n., Italian title corresponding to Eng-

lish Miss. — It., dimin. of signora.

Sikh, n., member of a Hindu religious commu-
nity founded by Guru Naijak about the end of

the 16th cent. — Hind., lit. 'disciple", fr. OI.

sikfati, 'studies, learns", desiderative of saknoli,

'is able, is competent".

sikhara, sikara, n., a pyramidal tower (India). —
OI. sikharah, 'pointed; summit", rel. to sikhd-,

'point', sekharah, 'top, summit", and prob. also

to OI. sanah, 'whetstone", sitdh, 'sharpened", si-

sd-ti, 'sharpens", and cogn. with Gk. y.oivo;,

'pine cone'. See cone.

Sikhism, n., the tenets of the Sikhs. — Formed fr.

Sikh with sufT. -ism.

silage, n., fodder packed in a silo. — Aphetic for

ensilage. See silo and -age.

Derivative: silage, tr. v.

Silas, masc. PN. — Late L., fr. Gk. SiXa?, con-

traction of SiXo'j(Xv6i;, which is the translitera-

tion of L. Silvdnus, a name lit. meaning 'living
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in, or presiding over, woods', fr. silva, 'wood,

forest'. See silvan,

silence, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. silentium,

fr. silens, gen. -entis. See silent and -ce.

Derivatives: silence, tr. v., sitenc-er, n.

SUene, n., a genus of plants of the pink family

(hot.) — ModL., coined by Linnaeus fr. L.

Silenus. See Silenus.

silent, adj. — L. silens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

silere, 'to be silent', which, together with Goth.

ana-silan, 'to calm or settle down' (said of a

wind), derives fr. I.-E. base *se(i)-, 'to leave,

leave off', whence also L. sinere, 'to set down;

to leave, let'. See site and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For the ending see suff. -ent.

Derivatives: silent, n., silent-ly, adv.

silential, adj. — Formed with suff. -al fr. L.

silentium. See silence.

silentiary, n. — Late L. silentidrius, 'a servant

watching for the domestic silence', fr. L. silen-

tium. See silence and adj. suff. -ary.

silentious, adj. — L. silentiosus (whence also F.

silencieux), fr. silentium. See silence and -ous.

Silenus, n., a leader of the satyrs and companion

of Bacchus {Greek mythol.) — L. Silenus, fr.

Gk. SeiXr/vo?, which is of uncertain origin. It

possibly means lit. 'inflated with wine' and de-

rives fr. Thracian t^iXai, 'wine', which is connect-

ed with Gk. x*^'?! 'neat wine', and lit. means

'swollen with wine'. See Albert Carney, Dic-

tionnaire 6tymologique de la mythologie gr6co-

romaine, Louvain, p. 184 s.v. Silenos.

Silesia, n., a cloth used for lining. — Orig. the

word meant 'linen made in Silesia (a province

in Prussia)'.

silex, n., silica. — L, silex, 'flint, pebblestone'.

See silica,

silhouette, n., outline; profile. — F., named sa-

tirically after fitienne de Silhouette, French

finance minister (1709-67), who was ridiculed

by the nobility for his undue economies.

Derivatives: silhouette, tr. v., silhouelt-ish, n.

siliC", form of silico- before a vowel.

silica, n., hard silicon dioxide, SiO^ (chem.) —
ModL., fr. L. silex, gen. -ids, 'flint, pebble-

stone', which is of uncertain origin.

silicate, n., a salt of silicic acid (chem.) — See

prec. word and chem. suff. -ate.

Derivative: silicat-ed, adj.

siliceous, silicious, adj., pertaining to, or con-

taining, silica. — See silica and -ous.

silicic, adj., derived from, or pertaining to, silica.

— See silica and adj. suff. -ic.

siliciferous, adj., containing silica. — See silica

and -ferous.

silicify, tr. v., to convert into silica; intr. v., to be

converted into silica. — See silica and -fy.

silico-, before a vowel silic-, combining form in-

dicating the presence of silicon.— See silicon,

silicle, n., a small and short silique.— L. silicula,

'a little husk or pod', dimin. of siliqua. See

siliaue and dimin. suff. -le.

silicon, n., name of a nonmetallic element {chem.)

— Coined fr. L. silek, gen. silicis, 'flint', on the

analogy of carbon. See silica,

silicosis, n., disease caused by the inhalation of

silica or quartz {med.) — A Medical L. hybrid

coined fr. silica and -osis, a suff. of Gk. origin.

siliculose, siliculous, adj., containing silicles. —
ML. siliculosus, fr. L. silicula. See silicle and adj.

suff. -ose, resp. -ous.

siliqua, n., 1) the same as silique; 2) a very small

weight; 3) a small coin. — L. siliqua. See next

word.

silique, n., pod or fruit characteristic of the mus-

tard family {bot.) — F., fr. L. siliqua, 'pod,

husk; a very small weight; a very small coin',

which is of uncertain etymology.

silk, n. — ME. selk, silk, fr. OE. sioloc, seolc; cp.

ON. silki. These words prob. derive from a Bal-

tic or Slavonic language (cp. OSlav. selku, Lith.

silkai, OPruss. silkas, 'silk'), and ult. from an

East-Asiatic language (cp. Mongolian sirkek,

'silk'), and prop, mean 'the Chinese fabric'. It is

of the same origin as Gk. STJps;, a people of

Eastern Asia, identified with the Chinese,

whence L. Seres, of s.m., sericum, 'silk', lit. 'the

Seric fabric'. See Seric and cp. words there

referred to.

Derivatives: silk, adj. and v., silken, adj. (q.v.),

silk-er, n., silk-y, adj., silk-i-ness, n.

silken, adj. — ME., fr. OE. seolcen, fr. seolc. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -en.

sill, n. — ME. sille, sylle, fr. OE. syll, 'base, sup-

port', rel. to ON. svill, syll, Swed. syll, Norw.

svill, Dan. syld, 'the framework of a building,

sill', MLG. siill, OHG. swelli, MHG. swelle,

G. Schwelle, 'sill', and cogn. with Gk. cteXi;,

(jEXfjia, 'beam'. Cp. the second element in

groimdsel, 'sill'.

sillabub, n., a mixture of cream or milk with wine

and sugar. — Fr. earlier sillibouk, lit. 'a happy

belly' (cp. dial, merribouk, lit. 'a merry belly').

The first element in sillibouk is identical with

silly in its orig. sense (= 'happy, fortunate').

For the second element see buck, 'the body of a

wagon'.

silladar, n., a soldier of irregular cavalry, who

provides his own weapons and horse {Anglo-

Indian). — Pers. sitahddr, lit. 'armor-bearer', fr.

Arab, sildh, 'weapon', and Pers. ddr, 'possessing,

holding'. The first element is rel. to Heb. shelah,

'weapon", Ugar. sh-l-h, of s.m., and prob. also

to Heb. shalah, 'he sent', Akkad. shalii, 'to send,

hurl, shoot (an arrow)'; cp. sirdar, which is a

doublet of silladar. For the second element see

aumildar and cp. words there referred to.

siller, n. — A Scot. var. of silver.

Sillery, n., a champagne. — Named after Sillery,

a village near Reims in France.

silly, adj.— ME. sely, seely, seilye, 'happy, bless-

ed, innocent', fr. OE. swlig, gesSlig, 'happy, for-

tunate', formed with suff. -ig (= E. -y), fr. sxl,

'time, season, occasion, fortune, happiness'.
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which is rel. to ON.- fa-//, 'happy', siela, 'happi-

ness', Goth, sels, 'good, kindhearted', selei,

'goodness, kindness', Dan^^ Swed. salig, 'happy,

blessed, bUssful', OS. sdli^, MDu. sdlich, Du.

zalig, OHG. sdlig, MHG. sielec, sselic, G. selig,

of s.m. The most important phases of the sense

development of the adj. silly (fr. OE. s^lig) are:

happy, innocent, simple,foolish. The above Teut.

words derive fr. l.-E. base *sel-, 'happy', whence

also—with vowel gradation—Gk. tXapo?, 'gay,

cheerful, gay', iXaaxofiat,, 'I appease, propi-

tiate, reconcile to myself, L. solar!, 'to comfort',

salvus, 'whole, safe'. Cp. console, disconsolate,

hilarious, salvage, salvation, solace. Cp. also

seely and the first element in sillabub.

Derivatives: silly, n., silli-ly, sill-i-ness, n.

silo, n., an airtight structure for storing grain.—
Sp., fr. L. sirus, fr. Gk. nip6Q, 'pit for storing

grain', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. ensile,

ensilage.

Derivative: silo, tr. v.

Silphium, n., a genus of plants, the rosin-weed

{bot.) — L., name of an umbelliferous plant,

from Gk. (jtX9iov, which is prob. of African

origin. L. sirpe, name of a plant, is from the

same source.

silt, n. — ME. sylt, of Scand. origin; cp. Norw.

and Dan. sylt, 'salt marsh', which are rel. to

OHG. sulza (for *sult-ja), 'salt water', MHG.
sulz(e), G. Siilze, 'brine, brawn', and to E. salt.

Derivatives: silt, tr. and intr. v., sitt-ing, n., silt-

age, n., silt-ation, n., silt-y, adj.

silundum, n., a silicon carbide. — Coined fr.

silKon and caihorundum.

Silurian, adj., pertaining to the Silures, an ancient

British people in Wales.— Formed fr. L. Silures

with suff. -ian.

Silurian, adj., pertaining to the geological period

that preceded the Devonian. — Prop, 'pertain-

ing to the rocks of Wales, once inhabited by the

Silures' (see prec. word). The name Silurian was

given to this period by the geologist Sir Roderick

Impey Murchison (1792-1871), because the

rocks characteristic of this period are especially

frequent in Wales.

Derivative: Silurian, n.

silvan, sylvan, adj., 1) living in the woods; 2)

wooded. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L. silva,

'wood, forest', which is of uncertain origin. The
spelling sylvan (with y for i) is due to the in-

fluence of Gk. GXt), 'forest', from which silva

was supposed to derive. Cp. savage, Silas,

Silvester, Silvia.

Derivatives: silvan, sylvan, n., silvan-ity, n.,

silvan-ry, n.

silver, n. — ME. silver, fr. OE. seolfor, siolofr,

silo/r, rel. to OS. silutar, ON. silfr, Dan. selv,

Swed. silver, MDu. silver, Du. zilver, OHG.
sillabar, silabar, MHG., G. silber, Goth, silubr.

Cp. OSlav. sirebro, OPruss. siraplis, Lith. sida-

bras, 'silver'. All these words are prob. borrow-

ed ult. fr. Akkad. farpu, 'silver', lit. 'refined

silver', which is rel. to ^ardpu, 'to refine, smelt',

farrapu, 'goldsmith*, Heb. tzdrdph, 'he refined,

smelted', tzoreph, 'goldsmith, silversmith',

Aram. -Syr. tz^raph, 'he refined, smelted', Arab.

^arf, 'pure (wine)'.

Derivatives: silver, tr. v. and adj., siher-ed, adj.,

siher-er, n., silvern (q.v.), silver-y, adj., silver-i-

ness, n.

silverize, tr. v., to cover with silver. — A hybrid

coined fr. silver and -ize, a suff. of Greek origin.

silvern, adj. — ME. silveren, fr. OE. seolfren,

silfren, fr. seolfor, siolofr, silofr, 'silver'. See

silver.

Silvester, masc. PN.— Lit. 'woody ; silvan, rural',

fr. L. Silvester, fr. silva, 'wood, forest'. See

silvan.

Silvia, fem. PN. — Lit. 'belonging to, or living

in, a wood', fr. L. silvia, fem. of silvius, fr. silva,

'wood, forest'. See silvan,

silviculture, n., forestry. — Formed fr. L. silva,

'wood, forest', and cultura, 'cultivating, cul-

ture'. See silvan and culture.

Derivatives: silvicultur-al, adj., silvicultur-ist, n.

Sflybum, n., a genus of plants, the milk thistle

{hot.) — L. silybum, name of an edible thistle,

fr. Gk. oiXu^ov, which is of uncertain origin.

simar, n., a loose robe. — F. simarre, fr. It. zi-

marra, dissimilated fr. Sp. zamarra, fr. Arab.

sammur, 'weasel'. Cp. chimere, zimarra.

Simarouba, n., a genus of plants, the quassia

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Galibi simaruba.

Simaroubaceae, n. pi., the qhassia family {bot.)

— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

simaroubaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Simeon, masc. PN. ; in the Bible, the second son

of Jacob and Leah; a tribe of Israel. — Late L.,

fr. Gk. 2u(x£cov, fr. Heb. Shim'on, lit. 'hearing',

fr. shdmd', 'he heard'. See Shema and cp. Simon.

Cp. also Ishmael.

simhah, also spelled simcha, n., a joyful occasion,

as in a birth, bar mitzvah or wedding. — Heb.

simhd , 'joy, gladness, merriment, mirth', fr.

sdmdh, 'he was glad, rejoiced', which is possibly

rel. to Arab, shdmaha, 'was high, was proud'.

For sense development cp. E. elated, which

unites the following meanings: 'in high spirits;

proud
;
joyful' (see elated).

Simhath Torah, also spelled Simhat Torah, Sim-

chas Torah, the last day of Sukkoth, observed

on the 23rd of Tishre in celebration of the con-

clusion of the reading of the Torah in the annual

cycle {Jewish Religion). — Heb. simhath Tdrd ,

lit. 'rejoicing over the Torah', fr. simhath, constr.

state of simhd , and Tdrd . See prec. word and

Torah.

simian, adj., pertaining to the monkeys and apes.

— Formed with suff. -an fr. L. simia, 'ape', fr.

stmus, 'flat-nosed, snub-nosed', fr. Gk. ai[x6s,

of s.m., which is of uncertain origin.

similar, adj. and n. — F. similaire, fr. L. similis.
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'like', assimilated fr. *semilis, fr. OL. semol,

semul (L. simul), 'together' (the classical L. form

simul was influenced by similis), which is rel. to

L. seme!, 'once', and to the first element in sem-

per, 'always'. See same and words there referred

to and cp. csp. assemble, assimilate, dissemble,

dissimilar, dissimilate, ensemble, resemble, sem-

blance, semble, simulacrum, simulate, simulta-

neous, and the second element in verisimilar.

Derivatives: similar-ly, adv., similar-ity , n.

simile, n., a figure of speech in which a thing is

compared to another. — L. simile, neut. of

similis, 'like". See similar.

similitude, n., likeness.— ME., fr. OF. ( = F.), fr.

L. similitudinem, ace. of similitudo, 'likeness,

resemblance', fr. similis. See similar and -tude

and cp. verisimilitude,

similize, tr. and intr. v. — A hybrid formed fr. L.

similis, 'like' (see similar), with suff. -ize.

siimner, intr. v. , to be just below the boiling point

;

tr. v., to keep just below the boiling point. — A
later var. of simper, of s.m.—which is now dial.

English—fr. ME. simperen, which is prob. of

imitative origin.

Derivative: simmer, n.

siimiel, n., a sweet cake. — ME. simenet, fr. OF.

simenel, 'fine wheat flour', fr. VL. *simineltus,

dissimilated fr. *similellus, masc. dimin. of si-

mila [whence also OHG. semala, simila, 'the

finest wheat flour' (MHG. semel, of s.m., G.

Semmel, 'roll')], which, together with Gk. cte-

(it8a>at;, is a Sem. loan word; cp. Akkad.

samidu, Aram. -Syr. s'^midha, "finest flour". Cp.

semolina, cymling.

Simon, masc. PN. — L., fr. Gk. Si!a.ojv, fr. Heb.

Shim'dii, but influenced in form by the Greek

PN. Sf[j.cov, lit. 'snub-nosed' (fr. al(j,6?, of

s.m.), whence the Talmudic name Simon. See

Simeon.

Simon Pure, the right, genuine person. — Name
of a Quaker in Susanna Centlivre's play A Bold

Stroke for a Wife (1717). In part of the play

Simon Pure is impersonated by another char-

acter (Colonel Feignwell) and the real Simon

Pure is dealt with as an impostor and is believed

only after he has proved his identity.

simoniac, n., one who practises simony; adj., per-

taining to simony. — ML. simoniaciis, fr. simo-

nia. See simony.

Derivatives: simoniac-ai, adj., simotiiac-al-ly,

adv.

simony, n., the buying or selling of sacred things.

— F. simonie, fr. ML. simonia, fr. Simon Magus,

who was rebuked by Peter when he offered him

money for the gift of the Holy Ghost. — See

Simon.

Derivatives: simoniac (q.v.), Simoni-an, n. and

adj., simon-isi, n.

simoom, n., a hot dry desert wind. — Arab.

samum, 'a sultry wind', lit. 'poisonous', fr.

sdmma, 'he poisoned', fr. sam, 'poison', a loan

word fr. Aram, sammd, 'drug, poison', which is

rel. to Bibl. Heb. sam, 'spice', Mishnaic Heb.

sam, 'drug, poison', and prob. also to Arab.

shdmma, 'smelled',, mashmum, 'any fragrant

plant'. '

simper, intr. v., to ^mile affectedly. — Prob. of

Scand. origin. Cp, Swed., Norw. and dial. Dan.

semper, 'affected'.

Derivatives: simper, n., simper-er, n., simper-

ing-ly, adv.

simple, adj.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. simplus,

'simple', var. of simplex, of s.m., fr. L-E. base

*sem-, 'one, together' (whence also semel, 'once')

and *plac-, '-fold'. For the first element see same

and cp. similar. For the second element see ply,

v., and cp. double and words there referred to.

Derivatives: simple, n., siifiple-ness, n., simpl-y,

adv., simplification (q.v.), simplify (q.v.)

simpleton, n., a fool. — Formed fr. simple with

suflf. -ton. (Cp. singleton, fr. single).

simpliciter, adv., simply; wholly. — L., 'simply,

plainly, directly', adv. of the adj. simplex, gen.

simpticis. See simple,

simplicity, n.— ME. simplicite, fr. OF. simplicite

(F. simplicite), fr. L. simplicitatem, ace. of sim-

plicitds, fr. simplex, gen. simpUcis. See simple

and -ity.

simplification, n. — MF. (= P.), fr. simplifier. See

next word and -ation.

simplify, tr. v. — F. simplifier, fr. MF., fr. ML.

simplificdre. See simple and -fy.

Derivative: simplifi-er, n.

simulacrum, n., 1) an image; 2) semblance; 3) a

sham. — L., 'likeness, image, form, representa-

tion, portrait', dissimilated—because of the

preceding /—fr. *simuldclom, fr. simuldre, 'to

make like'. See simulate.

simulant, adj. — L. simuldns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of simuldre. See next word and -ant.

simulate, tr. v., to feign. — L. simuldtus, pp. of

simuldre, 'to make like, imitate", fr. simul, 'at the

same time, together'. See similar and cp. words

there referred to. For the ending see verbal suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: simulat-ive, adj., simulat-ive-ly,

adv., simulat-or, n., simulat-ory, adj.

simulation, n. — ME. simulacion, fr. OF. (= F.)

simulation, fr. L. simuldtidnem, ace. of simuld-

tio, gen.-dnis, 'a false show, feigning, pretense",

fr. simuldtus, pp. of simuldre. See prec. word and

-ion.

simultaneity, n. — See next word and -ity.

simultaneous, adj. — Late L. simultdneus, fr. L.

simul, 'at the same time'. The / in simul-t-dneus

is prob. due to the influence of momentdneus,

inslanldneus (in which, however, the t is organ-

ic). See siitiilar and -aneous.

Derivatives: simultaneous-ly, adv.,simultaneous-

ness, a.

simurg, n., a gigantic bird in Persian mythology,

prob. identical with the roc. — Pers. simurgh,

rel. to Avestic saeno mereyo, 'eagle', OI. syendfi,

'eagle'. Arm. fin, 'kite".
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sin, n., transgression. :— ME. sinne, fr. OE. synn,

syn, 'wrong-doing, injury, hostihty; sin', rel. to

OS. sundia, MDu. sonde (Du. zonde), OHG.
sunt{e)a (MHG., G. siinde). These words seem

to be early loan words fr. L. sons, gen. sontis,

'guilty, criminal', which is prob. pres. part, of

sum, esse, 'to be', and stands in gradational

relationship to -sens, gen. -sentis in compound

verbs (as praesens, from praeesse, 'to preside',

see present). Accordingly the orig. meaning of

sons would have been 'that which is' whence

arose the meaning 'that which is really true' and

'he whose guilt has been doubtless established.'

See Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p. 765 s.v. SCmde,

and Walde-Hofmann, II, p. 500, s.v. sons. For

other cognates of 1,.. sons see sooth. See also

esse and cp. absent, present.

Derivatives: sin, v. (q.^.), sin-ful, adj., sin-ful-ly,

adv., sin-ful-ness, n., sin-less, adj., sin-less-ly,

adv., sin-less-ness, n.

sin, intr. and tr. v. — ME. singen, sinnen, fr. OE.

syngian, 'to sin", fr. synn, 'sin'. See prec. word.

Derivative: sinn-er, n.

sin, n., name of a Hebrew letter.— Heb. sin, var.

of shin, lit. 'tooth'. See shin, name of letter.

Sinaitic, adj., pertaining to Mount Sinai. —
ModL. Sinaiticus, fr. the name of Mount Sinai,

fr. Heb. Sindy. For the ending see suff". -itic.

Sinanthropus, n., a sub-human species, the Peking

man. — Lit. 'the Chinese man', fr. Ptolemaic

Gk. Sivai, 'China', and Gk. avftpwitoc, 'man'.

See Sino- and anthropo-.

sinapine, n., an alkaloid, Cj^H^^O^N (chem.) —
G. Sinapin, formed with suff. -in (see chem. suff.

-ine) fr. L. sindpis, sindpi, 'mustard' (see sina-

pism); so called because this alkaloid is found

in the seeds of the black mustard.

sinapism, n., a mustard plaster. — L. sindpismus,

fr. Gk. aivaTTiCTtio;, fr. <TivaTri^siv, 'to treat

with a mustard plaster', fr. oivaTri, 'mustard',

which is rel. to vaTT'j, an earlier word of s.m.,

both being of Egyptian origin. L. ndpus, 'turnip',

which is a Greek loan word, was borrowed into

English in the form of nsep. Cp. the second ele-

ment in parsnip and in turnip. Cp. also thio-

sinamine. For the ending see suff. -ism.

since, adv. — ME. sins, sinnes, a contraction of

sithens, formed with the adverbial gen. ending

-es, -s (cp. besides) from sithen (often shortened

into sin), fr. OE. siddan, 'after that, since, later',

w hich stands for sid dan, for sid don, 'after that".

OE. sid is rel. to OS. i/7A, 'after that, since', OHG.
sid, MHG. sit, G. seit, 'since", Goth. seil)us,

'late'. These words are derivatives of I.-E. base

*sc(i)-, 'to leave, leave off, be slow, come late',

whence also OI. sdydm, 'in the evening', L. serus,

'late'. See serotine and cp. site, sith. The second

element in OE. siddan (for sid don, see above),

is the instrumental case of />«/. See demonstr.

pron. that.

Derivatives: since, adj. and conj.

sincere, adj.— MF. (= F.) sincire, fr. L. sincerus.

'clean, pure, whole, genuine, sincere', which is

of uncertain origin. It possibly stands for sine

*cerd in the sense of sine carie, 'without decay'.

For the first element see sine, 'without'. The sec-

ond element is cogn. with Gk. K-yjp, 'the goddess

of death; doom, destruction', XYjpaivcw, 'to

harm, destroy', axTjpaToi;, 'unhurt', L. caries,

'decay, rottenness'. See caries and cp. cerauno-.

Derivatives: sincere-ly, adv., sincere-ness, n.,

sincerity (q.v.)

sincerity, n. — MF. (= F.) sincerite, fr. OF. sin-

cerite, fr. L. sinceritdtem, ace. of sinceritds,

'purity, soundness, wholeness', fr. sincerus. See

prec. word and -ity.

sincipital, adj., pertaining to the sinciput. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. sinciput, gen.

sincipitis, 'half a head'. See next word.

sinciput, n., the forepart of the head. — L., 'half

a head, one of the smoked cheeks of a pig', con-

traction of *semii)-caput, 'half a head', fr. semi-,

'half, and caput, 'head'. See semi- and capital,

adj., and cp. occiput.

Derivative: sincipit-al, adj.

sindon, n., a fine fabric of linen. — L., fr. Gk.

(TivScov, 'linen', lit. 'Indian stuff"'. See sendal.

sine, n. (trigon.)— L. sinus, 'the fold of a garment

;

bosom; curve, gulf, in Late L., 'sine'; cogn.

with Alb. gi-ri (for *gin-ri), 'bosom, womb'. As

a mathematical term, L. sinus was first used by

Gherardo of Cremona in his translation from

the Arabic (about the year 1 150) to render Arab.

jayb, 'chord of an arc; sine' (fr. Ol.jiva-, 'bow-

string'), which he confused with Arab, jayb,

'fold of garment'. Cp. cosine,

sine, prep., without (in Latin phrases). — L. sine,

'without', is an enlarged form of L. sed, se,

'without' and is cogn. with OI. sanituh, 'with-

out, outside', sanutdr, 'far away', Gk. Step (for

*sn-ter), 'without', Goth, sundrd, 'alone, separ-

ate', OHG. suntar, MHG. sunder, 'aside, apart',

OE. sundor, 'apart, asunder', MHG. sundern, G.

sondern, 'but'. See sunder, and cp. se- and the

first element in sincere and in sinecure. Cp. also

sans.

sinecure, n., I) benefice without a cure of souls;

2) an office with emolument, but with no duties.

— Fr. L. sine curd, 'without a cure', a term used

in Eccles. L. in the term beneficium sine curd, 'a

benefice without (the duty of) curing (the souls)'.

See sine, adv., and cure, 'care".

Derivatives: sinecur-ism, n., sinecur-ist, n.

sine die, without a date fixed. — L. sine die, lit.

'without a day', fr. sine, 'without', and die, abl.

of dies, 'day'. See sine, prep., and dies non.

sine prole, without issue (law). — L., 'without oflf-

spring', fr. sine, 'without', and prole, abl. of

proles, 'offspring, descendant'. See sine, prep.,

and proletarian,

sine qua non, n., an indispensable condition. —
L., short for conditio sine qua non, lit. 'a condi-

tion without which not', fr. sine, 'without', qua,

fem. abl. of the relative pron. qui, quae, quod.



'which' (see quod), and noii, 'not'. See non.

sinew, n. — ME. senewe, sinewe, fr. OE. seonu,

sinu, rel. to OS. sinewa, ON. sin, sina, Norw. sin,

Swed. sena, Dan. sene, OFris. sine, MDu. se-

nuwe, senewe, Du. zenuw, OHG. senawa, MHG.
senewe, senne, G. Sehne, fr. I.-E. base *sdi-,

*sei-, *si-, 'to bind', whence also OI. sndvafi,

'sinew', Avestic sndvar'^, of s.m., Ir. sin, 'chain',

Lett, pa-sainis, 'cord, string'. Cp. seta.

sinfonia, n., a symphony.— It., fr. L. symphonia.

See symphony.

sing, intr. and tr. v.— ME. singen, fr. OE. singan,

rel. to OS. singan, OFris. sionga, siunga, MDu.
singhen, Du. zingen, OHG. singan, MHG., G.

singen, ON. syngva, Dan. synge, Swed. sjunga,

Goth, siggwan, and cogn. with Gk. 6|j,9ifi (for

*sorjghwd), 'voice, oracle'. Cp. song and the sec-

ond element in meistersinger, minnesinger.

Derivatives: sing, n., sing-able, adj., sing-er, n.,

sing-ing, n. and adj., sing-ing-ly, adv.

singe, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sengen, fr. OE.

sengan, 'to singe, scorch', rel. to OFris. of-

sendza, MDu. singhen, senghen, Du. zengen,

OHG. bi-sengan, MHG., G. sengen, 'to singe',

MHG. senge, 'dryness', sine, 'the act of singeing',

and prob. cogn. with OSlav. pre-sqciti, 'to dry';

not related to sing, as most lexicographers would

have it.

Derivatives: singe, n., singe-ing, adj., singe-ing-

ly, adv.

Singh, n., title of the Sikhs after their initiation

ceremony. — Hind, singli, fr. OI. sithhah, 'lion'.

Cp. next word.

Singhalese, also Sinhalese, adj., pertaining to

Ceylon; n., a native of Ceylon. — Formed with

suff. -ese fr. OI. Simhala-, lit. 'of lions', fr.

siiiihafi, 'lion'. Cp. prec. word.

single, adj. — ME., fr. OF. sengle, fr. L. singulus

(in classical L. used only in pi. singuli), 'one to

each, separate, single', for I.-E. *sem-go-lo-, fr.

base *sem-, 'one, together', and formative ele-

ments go- and lo-, which occur also in Goth.

ain-ak-l-s, 'single'. See simple and cp. singular.

Derivatives: single, n. and tr. v., single-ness, n.,

single-el, n., singleton (q.v.), singl-y, adv.

singlet, n., a man's undershirt (British).— Form-

ed fr. single with suff. -et.

singleton, n., at whist, a single card of a suit in a

hand. — Formed fr. single on analogy of simple-

ton. Cp. lushington.

singletree, n. — Corruption of swingletree, whose

first element was mistaken for the adjective

single.

singsong, n., adj. and tr. and intr. v. — Formed
fr. sing and song.

Singspiel, n., a lyrical drama, in which dialogue

and song alternate. — G., lit. 'a singing play',

fr. singen, 'to sing', and Spiel, 'play'. See sing

and spiel.

singular, adj. — ME. singuler, fr. OF. singuler

(F. singulier), fr. L. singularis, 'alone, single,

solitary, singular', fr. singuli, 'one to each, sepa-
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rate, single'; see single, adj., and -ar. E. singular

was refashioned after L. singularis.

Derivatives: singular, n., singular-ly, adv.,

singular-ism, n., singular-ist, n., singularity (q.v.)

singular-ize, tr. v., singulari-iz-ation, n.

singularity, n. — ME. singularite, fr. OF. singu-

larite (F. singularite), fr. L. singuldritatem, ace.

o{ singuldritds, 'a being alone', fr. singuldris. See

prec. word and -ity.

Sinic, adj., Chinese. — ML. Sinicus, 'Chinese',

fr. Sina, 'China', fr. Late L. Sinae (pi.), 'the

Chinese'. See Sino- and -ic.

Sinicism, n., Chinese custom or usage.— Formed
from prec. word with suflf. -ism,

sinigrin,n.,acrystallineglucoside(Cj„HjjKNOj|S2)

ichem.) — Formed with suif. -in from the

abbreviation of L. sindpis nigra, 'black mustard'.

See sinapism, Negro and -in.

sinister, adj., of evil omen; evil. — ME. sinistre,

fr. L. sinister, 'left, on the left side' ; 'favorable'

(according to the ancient Roman custom) ; 'un-

favorable' (according to the later Greek concep-

tion); prob. cognate with OI. sdniydn, 'more

profitable, more advantageous', sanoti, 'wins,

acquires', Avestic hanaiti, of s.m., Gk. Svi3|j,i,

avuci), 'I accomplish'. These words are trace-

able to I.-E. base *sen-, 'to reach one's aim'.

Accordingly the word sinister represents a eu-

phemism. For the very reason that the left side

was regarded as the side connected with evil, it

was deliberately called the 'good' side. Cp. 01.

vdriydn, 'better', and Avestic \airya-, 'desirable',

with Avestic vairyastdra-, 'to the left', Gk.
(SpiUTO?, 'best', with apiCTTspo?, 'left, on the

left side', eucovu(j.oc;, 'left, on the left side', lit.

'of a good name', and OHG. wini, 'friend', with

Winstar, 'to the left'. For the suff. (originally a

compar. suff.) cp. L. dexter, 'right, on the right

side' (see dexter).

Derivatives: sinister-ly, adv., sinistr-al, adj.,

sinistr-al-ly, adv., sinistra-, combining form,-

sinistrorse (q.v.), sinistr-ous, adj.

sinistrorse, adj., twining from right to left (bot.)

— L. sinistrdrsus, 'toward the left side, to the

left', contraction of sinistrdversus, lit. 'turned

toward the left', fr. sinister, 'left', and versus, pp.

of vertere, 'to turn". See prec. word and version

and cp. dextrorse.

sink, intr. and tr. v. — ME. sinken, fr. OE. sincan

(only used in an intransitive sense), rel. to OS.

sinkan, ON. sokkva, Norw. sdkka, Dan. synke,

Swed. sjunka, MDu. sinken, Du. zinken, OHG.
sinkan, MHG., G. sinken, Goth, sigqan, prob.

fr. I.-E. base *seng^-, 'to fall, sink', whence also

Arm. ankanim, 'I fall, yield', Gk. t<x<f^r, (for

*ECTa(p{h5), 'he sank'. Cp. sag.

Derivatives: sink, n., sink-age, n., sink-er, n.,

sink-ing, n., sink-y, adj.

Sino-, combining form meaning 'Chinese; Chi-

nese and'. — Fr. Late L. Sinae (pi.), 'the Chi-

nese', fr. Ptolemaic Gk. Stvai, of s.m., which

derives ult. fr. Chin. Hs'in or Ch'in, name of the
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First Dynasty of China, which reigned 255-206

B.C.E. The name Hs'in or Ch'in lit. means 'man'.

Cp. Chma.
Sinologist, n., student of sinology. — Formed fr.

Sinology with suff. -ist.

Sinologue, n., sinologist. — See next word.

Sinology, n., the study of the Chinese language,

history, etc. — Compounded of Sino- and Gk.

-Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoc, 'one who speaks in a certain

manner; one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

See -logy.

Sinon, n., a perfidious person. — L. Sinon, who

by a false tale induced the Trojans to drag the

wooden horse into their city, as described by the

Roman poet Vergil (70-19 B.C.E.) in his Aeneid

(2, 57-194).

sinopite, n., a red earthy silicate {mineral.) — G.

Sinopit, fr. L. Sindpis. See next word. The G.

ending -it goes back to Gk. -Ittj?; see subst.

suff. -ite.

sinople, n., a kind of red quartz (mineral.) — P.,

prop, 'earth of Sinopis', fr. L. Sindpis (scil.

terra), fr. Gk. Sivcottii;, 'the country Sinopis',

fr. Sivcotct;, 'Sinope', a seaport in Asia Mi-

nor.

sinter, n., a deposit of silica or calcium carbonate

formed from mineral waters. — G., fr. OHG.
sintar, 'dross'. See cinder.

Derivatives: sinter, intr. and tr. v., sinter-er, n.

sinuate, adj., winding.— L. sinudtus, pp. of sinud-

re, 'to wind, bend, curve'. See sine, n., and adj.

suff. -ate and cp. insinuate.

sinuosity, n. — ML. sinudsitds, fr. L. sinudsus.

See next word and -ity.

sinuous, adj., winding. — L. sinudsus, 'full of

bendings and windings', fr. sinus, 'a bend, curve,

fold'. See sine, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: sinuous-ly, adv., sinuous-ness, n.

sinus, n., 1) a cavity (anat. and zool.); 2) a pus-

filled cavity (med.) 3) a depression between two

consecutive lobes of a leaf (bot.) — L., 'the fold

of a garment; bosom; curve; gulf. See sine, n.

sinusitis, n., inflammation of a sidUS (med.) — A
Medical L. hybrid coined fr. sinus and -itis, a

suff. of Greek origin.

Siouan, adj., pertaining to the language of the

Sioux. — Formed fr. Sioux with suff. -an.

Sioux, n., an important group of N. American

Indian tribes. — F., aphetic for Nadowessioux,

fr. Ojibway Nddowessi, lit. 'little snakes', fr.

Nddowe, 'Iroquois', lit. 'big snake'. This name
was given them by their neighbors, whereas the

Sioux themselves called themselves Dakota,

which means 'allies'.

sip, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sippen, rel. to OE.

sypian, sipian, 'to sip, absorb', MDu. sippen, 'to

sip'; in gradational relationship to OE. supan,

'to absorb, drink'. See sup, 'to sip', and cp.

sippet, sop.

Derivative: sip, n., sipp-er, n.

siplioii, n., a bent pipe for drawing off liquids. —
P., fr. L. sipho, gen. -dnis, fr. Gk. otipwv, 'pipe.

tube', which is of uncertain etymology. Cp. the

second element in Erysiphe.

Derivatives: siphon, tr. and intr. v., siphonet

(q.v.)

siphonet, n., the honey tube of certain insects

(zool.) — Formed from prec. word with the

dimin. suff. -et.

siphono-, before a vowel siphon-, combining form

meaning 'siphon, tube'. — Gk. oTtptovo-,

oTcpojv-, fr. at<pcov. See siphon.

Siphonophora, n. pi., an order of marine organ-

isms (zool.)— ModL., compounded of siphono-

and Gk. -cp6pa, neut. pi. of -a^d^oc,, 'bearing,

carrying'. See -phore.

siphonostele, n., the tubelike stem of ferns and

certain other plants. — Compounded of si-

phono- and Gk. ottjIt), 'a block of stone'. See

stele.

siphuncle, n., a small tube passing through the

partitions in the shell of some cephalopods

(zool.)— Lit. 'a small tube', fr. L. slphunculus, a

diminutive formed fr. siphd. See siphon and -cle.

sippet, n., a small piece of toasted or fried bread.

— Dimin. of the noun sip. See sip and -et.

sipylite, n., a niobate of erbium, cerium and other

rare earth metals (mineral.) — Named after

Sipylus, one of the children of Niobe, in allusion

to the name niobium. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

sir, n.— Reduced form of sire, orig. used only in

unstressed position.

Derivative: sir, tr. v.

sircar, n., 1) master, lord; 2) government. —
Hind, and Pers. sarkdr, 'chief, fr. Pers. sar,

'head', and -kdr, 'worker'. Pers. sar is rel. to OI.

siras-, 'head, summit', and cogn. with Gk. xdcpa,

'head', L. cerebrum, 'the brain'; see cerebnmi

and cp. serang and words there referred to. Pers.

kdr, 'worker', is rel. to OPers. /car-, Avestic kar-,

'to make', k^r^naoiti, 'makes', OI. krnoti, karoti,

'makes', fr. I.-E. base *q"er-, 'to make, form';

see corpus and cp. the second element in Prakrit,

Sanskrit, abkari.

sirdar, n., military commander in India, Afgha-

nistan and Pakistan. — Hind, sirdar, fr. Pers.,

contraction of sildh-ddr. See silladar.

sire, n. — ME., fr. OF. sire, fr. *seior, vulgar

form of L. senior, 'older', compar. oi senex. See

senior and cp. sir. Cp. also seignior, senhor,

senor, sieur, signore.

Derivative: sire, tr. v.

siren, n. — ME., fr. OF. sereine (F. sirene), fr.

Late L. sirena, fr. L. Siren, fr. Gk. SeipTjV, prob.

meaning lit. 'the Binder', fr. actpa, 'cord, rope',

which is prob. cogn. with Lith. tveriit, tverii, 'to

seize', fr. I.-E. base *lwer-, 'to seize, hold'; see

paries. See Hofmann, EWG., p. 308 s. w.
aeipa and ScipTjV, and Albert Carnoy, Dic-

tionnaire 6tymologique de la mythologie greco-

romaine, p. 183 s.v. Seirenes.

Derivatives: siren, adj. and tr. v., siren-ic, siren-

ic-al, adjs., siren-ic-al-ly, adv.



Sirenia

Sirenia, n. pi., an order of marine mammals
(zool.) — ModL., fr. L. Siren, 'siren'. See prec.

word and 2nd -ia.

sirenian, adj., pertaining to the order Sirenia. —
See prec. word and -an.

Derivatives: sirenian, n., a sirenian mammal.
sirgang, n., an East Indian crested bird (Cissa

chinensis). — Of uncertain origin.

Sirlan, adj., pertaining to the star Sirius. — See

Sirius and -an.

siriasis, n., sunstroke (med.)— Medical L. , fr. Gk.
sEipiaaiq, fr. (Tsipioi;, 'hot, scorching', fr.

ceis'M, 'to move to and fro'. See seismo-.

siris, n., the tree Acacia lebbek. — Hind, siris, fr.

OI. siri^al}.

Sirius, n., the Dog Star. — L., fr. Gk. Ssipio?,

lit. 'hot, scorching'. See siriasis.

sirloin, n., the loin of beef, or a part of it. — A
var. spelling of surloin, lit. 'the upper part of the

loin', fr. OF. surlogne, surlonge (F. surlonge),

from sur, 'above', and logne, longe (F. longe),

'loin'. See sur- and loin.

Derivative: sirloin-y, adj.

sirocco, n., a hot wind blowing from the Lybian

deserts. — It. sirocco, scirocco, dissimilated fr.

VArab. shoruq, 'the east wind', fr. Arab, sharqi,

'eastern; east wind', fr. shdraqa, 'he cleft, dis-

sected; rose' (said of the sun). Cp. Saracen,

sarcenet, sarsen.

sirrah, n., a term of address used to men or boys,

expressing anger or contempt (obsol.) — Alter.

of sir.

sirup, syrup, n. — ME. sirop, sirup, fr. OF. (= F.)

sirop, fr. ML. sirupus, syrupus, fr. Arab, shardb,

'drink, beverage', from the stem of shdriba, 'he

drank', whence also Sp. jarabe, jarope, and

OProven?. eissarop. It. sciroppo is also borrowed

fr. ML. sirupus. See sherbet and cp. shrub, 'a

drink', sori)et, and the second word in loll

shraub.

Derivative: sirup-y, syrup-y, adj.

sirvente, n., a kind of medieval Provengal song.

— F., fr. Proven?, sirventes(c), 'a kind of song',

prop, 'a song referring to service', fr. sirven,

'serving', pres. part, of servir, fr. L. servire, 'to

serve'. See serve.

sis, n., a girl icolloq.) — Abbreviation of sister.

Cp. sissy.

-sis, suff. in nouns of Greek origin denoting ac-

tion, process, state, condition. — Gk. -at?, iden-

tical in meaning with L. -entia (whence E. -ence)

and with E. -ing. Cp. -asis, -esis, -osis.

sisal grass, sisal hemp. — Named after Sisal, a

seaport in Yucatan.

siscowet, n., a fat variety of the namaycush. —
Can. F. ciscovet, ciscoette, of Algonquian ori-

gin. Cp. CISCO.

siskin, n., a species of finch. — MDu. sijskijn,

(Du. sijsje), dimin. of sijs, rel. to MHG. zise,

Dan. sise, MLG. czitze, ult. fr. Czech dii, which

together with Pol. czyi, Russ. Hi, is of imitative

origin.
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siss, intr. v., to hiss. — Of imitative origin. — Cp.

G. zischen, 'to hiss', and E. sizzle.

sissoo, n., an East Indian tree. — Hind. sisU.

sissy, n., 1) an effeminate man or boy; 2) a girl;

adj., effeminate. — Formed fr. sis with dimin.

sufT. -y. Cp. prissy.

Derivative: sissy-ish, adj.

sister, n. — ME. sister, of Scand. origin; cp. ON.
systir, Swed. sister, Dan. sester, which are rel.

to OE. sweostor, swustor, OS. swestar, OFris.

swester, suster, MDu. suster, Du. zuster, OHG.,
MHG. swester, G. Schwester, Goth, swistar,

from I.-E. base *s*'esdr, whence also OI. svdsar-,

Avestic x''ar;har-, Toch. A sar, B ser. Arm. k'oir,

L. soror, OSlav. sestra, OPruss. swestro, Lith.

sesuo, Olr. siur, W. chwaer, OCo. Iiuir, 'sister',

Gk. I<dp (in the vocative iog ). I.-E. *s^esor is

compounded of the reflexive base *s^e-, 'his,

one's own' (see sui) and -sor, 'woman', fr. I.-E.

*ser-, 'woman', which appears also in the OI.

fern, forms tisrdh (dissimil. fr. *tri-sor), 'three',

and cdtasra(i, 'four'. Accordingly sister orig.

meant 'the woman belonging to one's own
kindred'. Cp. cousin, cozen, sorority.

Derivatives: sister, tr. v., sister-hood, n., sister-

ly, adj., sister-li-ness, n.

sistine, adj., pertaining to any of the popes Sixtus.

— It. Sistino, fr. Sisto, fr. the Latin PN. Sextus,

lit. 'the sixth'. See Sextus and adj. suff. -ine.

sistrum, n., rattle used in ancient Egypt in the

worship of Isis. — L. sistrum, fr. Gk. aeioTpov,

formed fr. oeieiv, 'to shake', with -Tpov, a suff.

used to form names of instruments. See seismo-

and cp. words there referred to.

Sisymbrium, n., a genus of plants, the hedge

mustard (bat.) — L., a fragrant herb, fr. Gk.
ot.au(ij3pi,ov, 'bergamot mint', which is of un-

certain origin.

Sisyphean, adj., resembling the labors of Sisy-

phus.— Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Slsypheius,

fr. Gk. Siauyetoc, fr. Siauipoc. See next word.

Sisyphus, n., a crafty king of ancient Corinth,

condemned in the netherworld to roll forever

up a hill a rock, which constantly rolled down
again. — L., fr. Gk. Eiouipo;, a name of un-

certain origin. Its connection with 0096?, 'wise,

crafty' (see sophist), is based on folk etymology.

Sisyrinchium, n., a genus of plants, the blue-eyed

grass (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ai(rjpr;')'iov, a

kind of plant, which is of uncertain origin.

sit, intr. and tr. v. — ME. sitten, fr. OE. sittan,

rel. to OS. siltian, ON. sitja, Swed. sitta, Dan.

sidde, OFris. sitta, MDu. sitten, Du. zitten,

OHG. sizzan, MHG., G. silzen, Goth, sitan, fr.

Teut. base *set-, corresponding to I.-E. base

*sed-, 'to sit', whence OI. sidati, 'he sits', Gk.

E^^EO&ai (for *sed^esthai), 'to sit', ISpx (for

*sedra), 'seat', L. sedere, 'to sit', sedes, 'seat'. See

sedentary and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also saddle, seat, set, v., settle, n. and v., soot

and the second element in Alsace and in cosset.

Derivatives: sit, n., s'ltt-er, n., sitt-ing, adj.
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site, n. — ME., fr. L. situs, 'situation, position',

fr. situs, pp. oisinere, 'to set down; to leave, let',

which derives fr. I.-E. base *se{i)-, 'to leave,

leave off, be slow, come late', whence also L.

silere, 'to be silent', serus, 'late', OE. sid, 'after',

siddan, 'after that, since'. Cp. situate, adj., situs.

Cp. also depose, desinence, position, post, prest,

adj., presto, serotine; silent, since.

Derivative: sit-ed, adj.

sith, adv. and conj., since (obsolete). — ME. sith,

fr. OE. siddan. See since.

sito-, combining form meaning 'food'. — Gk.

ctTO-, fr. aiTO?, 'wheat, corn, meal', of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. syssitia.

sitology, n., study of food. — Compounded of

sito- and Gk. -lofia., fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy,

sitophobia, n., morbid aversion to food. — Coin-

ed fr. sito- and Gk. -cfo^ia, fr. 96^0?, 'fear'. See

-phobia.

sitosterol, n., a crystalline sterol found in some

plants (chem.) — Coined fr. sito- and the last

two syllables of "cholesfero/.

sitotoxism, n., food poisoning.— Coined fr. sito-,

Gk. To^ix^v, 'poison' (see toxic), and suff. -ism.

situate, adj. — Late L. situatus, pp. of situdre, 'to

place', fr. situs, pp. of sinere, 'to set down, leave,

let'. See site and adj. suff. -ate.

situate, tr. v. — Late L. situatus, pp. of situdre.

See situate, adj.

Derivatives: situat-ed, adv., situation (q.v.)

situation, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. ML. situdtionem,

ace. of situdtid, fr. Late L. situatus, pp. of situdre.

Sec situate, adj., and -ion.

situla, n., bucket, pail, urn (Roman antiquities).

— L., cogn. with Lith. sietas, 'sieve', Mir.

sithlad, 'the act of sifting'. Cp. secchio, seidel.

situs, n., situation. — L. See site,

sitz bath, hip bath.— A hybrid coined fr. G. Sitz-

bad, lit. 'bath in a sitting position', by sub-

stituting E. bath for Bad, its German equivalent.

G. Sitz, 'a sitting; seat', derives fr. MHG. siz,

fr. OHG. siz, fr. OHG. sizzan, 'to sit'. See sit

and cp. next word.

sitzkrieg, n., static warfare. — G. Sitzkrieg, lit.

'sitting war', fr. Sitz, 'a sitting; seat', and Krieg,

'war'. For the first element see prec. word, for

the second see kriegspiel.

Sium, n., a genus of plants, the water parsnip

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. aicv, a kind of marsh

plant.

Siva, Shiva, n., one of the three supreme gods of

Brahminism. — Hind. Shiva, fr. OI. Sivdh, lit.

'propitious, gracious', which is cogn. with L.

ctvis, 'citizen'. See civil.

Sivaism, Shivaism, n., worship of Siva. — Form-

ed fr. Siva, Shiva, with suff. -ism.

Sivaist, Shivaist, n., a worshiper ofSiva.— Form-

ed fr. Siva, Shiva, with suflF. -ist.

Derivative: Sivaist-ic, Shivaist-ic, adj.

siwash, n., an Indian of the northern Pacific coast

of North America. — Chinook, corruption of

F. sauvage, 'savage'. See savage.

Derivative: siwash, intr. v., to live, esp. to camp

like an Indian.

six, adj. and n.— ME. sex, six, fr. OE. seox, siex,

six, rel. to OS. seks, ON. sex, Dan. seks, Swed.

sex, OFris. sex, MDu. sesse, ses, Du. zes, OHG.,

MHG. sehs, G. sechs, Goth, saihs, 'six', and

cogn. with 01. gas (assimilated fr. sdf), Avestic

xshvash, Toch. A sdk, B }kas. Arm. vec, Gk.

£$ (dial. Gk. fe^), Alb. gaste, L. sej;, OSlav.

sesti, Lith. sesi, Olr. se, W. chwech, 'six', OPruss.

uschts, 'sixth'. Cp. hexa-, sex-. Cp. also samite,

senary, sestet, sestine, sextant, Sextus, sice on

dice, siesta.

Derivatives: six, n., six-fold, adj.

sixain, n., a stanza of six lines (pros.) — F., fr.

six, 'six', fr. L. sex. See six and cp. sextain,

sixpence, n.— Compounded of six smd pence, pi.

of penny,

sixte, n., the sixth parry in fencing.— F., fr. OF.,

a var. spelling of siste, 'sixth', fr. L. sextus,

'sixth'. See sixth and cp. tierce, quart, n.

sixteen, adj. — ME. sixtene, fr. OE. sixtyne, six-

tene, fr. six, 'six', and -tyne, -tene, '-teen' ; rel. to

ON. sextdn, Du. zestien, OHG. seh(s)zen,

MHG. sehzehen, G. sechzehn. See six and -teen.

Derivatives : sixteen, n., sixteen-er, n.

sixteenmo, n., a book composed of sheets of six-

teen leaves. — From the English reading of 16-

mo, the symbol for L. sexto decimd. See sexto-

decimo.

sixteenth, adj. — Formed with numeral suff. -th

fr. sixteen on analogy of fourth, etc. The OE.

form is sixteoda.

Derivative: sixteenth, n.

sixth, adj. — ME. sixte, fr. OE. sixta, rel. to

Goth, saihsta, OHG. sehsto, Du. zesde, MHG.
sehste, G. sechste. Cp. OI. sa^thdh, Avestic

xshtva-, Toch. A shkdsht, B shkaste, Gk. 2xto?,

L. sextus, OSlav. sestu, Lith. sestas, OPruss.

uschts, Olr. sessed, W. chweched, 'sixth'. See

six. For the ending of six-th, which is due to the

analogy of fourth, see numeral suff. -th.

Derivatives: sixth, n., sixth-ly, adv.

sixtieth, adj. — Formed with numeral suff. -th fr.

sixty, on analogy offourth, etc. The OE. form is

sixteogoda.

Derivative: sixtieth, n.

sixty, adj. — ME., fr. OE. sixtig, rel. to OHG.
seh(s)zug, MHG. sehzig, G. sechzig. See six and

-ty, a suff. denoting tens.

Derivative: sixty, n.

sizable, adj., of large size. — Formed fr. size, v.

(see 1st size) with suff. -able.

Derivatives: sizable-ness, n., sizabl-y, adv.

sizar, n., a student in the universities Cambridge

and Dublin, who was granted certain allow-

ances. — Formed with suff. -ar fr. size in the

sense of 'ration'.

Derivative: sizar-ship, n.

size, n., 1) quantity, bulk; 2) ration, allowance



(pbsol.)— Aphetic for assize in its original sense

'that which is assessed'. Cp. size, 'glue'.

Derivatives; size, tr. and intr. v., siz-ed, adj.,

siz-er, n., siz-ing, n.

size, n., a kind of glue.— It. sisa, assisa, 'painter's

glue, size', prop, fem, pp. of assidere, 'to make
to sit, to settle', fr. L. assidere, 'to sit by', hence

ult. derivatively identical with size, 'bulk'.

Derivatives : size, tr. v., to cover with size, siz-y,

adj.

sizzle, intr. v., to make a hissing sound; n., a

hissing sound. — Of imitative origin. Cp. siss.

Derivatives: sizzl-ing, adj., sizzl-ing-ly, adv.

sjambok, n., a heavy whip. — S. Afr. Du., fr.

Malay chamboq, ult. fr. Pers. chabuq, 'a whip'.

Cp. chabouk.

Derivative: sjambok, tr. v.

-sk, reflexive suff. in words of Danish origin. —
Contracted fr. ON. sik, reflexive pron. corre-

sponding to Goth, sik, OHG. sih, MHO., G.
sich, 'himself, herself, itself, fr. I.-E. base *se-,

whence also L. se, 'himself, herself, itself; see

sui. The suff'. -sk appears e.g. in bask, lit. 'to

bathe oneself, busk, 'to prepare' (intr.)

skald, n., one of the ancient Scandinavian poets.

— ME., fr. ON. skald, which is of uncertain

origin. Cp. scald, n., 'poet', scold.

skat, n., a card game. — G. Skat, fr. It. scarto,

'rejection of a card', back formation fr. scartare,

'to reject a card', fr. s- (fr. L. ex) and -cartare,

fr. Late L. carta, 'a leaf of paper'. See 1st ex-

and card, 'piece of pasteboard', and cp. 6carte.

skate, n., frame fastened to the boot for sliding on
ice. — Back formation fr. skates (whose final s

was mistaken for the pi. ending), fr. Du. schaats-

en, 'skates', fr. OF. eschace (F. echasse), 'stilt',

fr. Frank. *skatja, which is rel. to Fris. skatja,

'stilt', LG. shake, 'leg', and to MLG. schenke,

OE. scanca, 'leg' (see shank) ; skate prop, means
'lengthened leg". For similar back formations

cp. pea and words there referred to.

Derivatives: skate, intr. v., skat-er, n., skat-ing,

n.

skate, n., an edible fish of the genus Raja. — ON.
skata; of uncertain origin.

skatol, skatole, n., a crystalline compound,
C,H,N, found in the feces and urine (chem.) —
Coined from the stem of Gk. oxcop, gen.

(jxotTo?, 'dung'; see scatology and 1st -ole and

cp. scoria. The use of the suff". -ol is rather

striking since skatol is neither an oil nor an

alcohol.

skean, n., a dagger, dirk. — Gael, sgian, 'knife'.

skean, n. — A var. of skein.

skean dhu, a small dirk worn by Scottish High-

landers. — Lit. 'black knife', fr. Gael, sgian,

'knife' (see skean, 'dagger'), and dubh, 'black'.

skedaddle, intr. v., to run away; n., a running

away (coUoq. and slang). — Of unknown ori-

gin.

skeet, n., a form of trapshooting.— Prob. derived

fr. ON. skjata, 'to shoot'. See shoot.
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skeet, n., a scoop used for wetting the sails of a
yacht. — Of uncertain origin.

skeg, n., part of the keel of a boat. — Du. scheg,

schegge, fr. Dan. skjeg. Cp. ON. skaga, 'to jut

out, project'.

skein, n., a quantity of yarn, wool, etc., doubled
and knotted. — ME. skayne, skeyne, fr. OF.
escagne (F. dcagne), which is of uncertain origin.

Derivative: skein, tr. v.

skeletal, adj., pertaining to the skeleton. — See

skeleton and adj. suff. -al.

skeleto-, combining form denoting the skeleton.

— See skeleton.

skeletology, n., the study of the skeleton.— Com-
pounded of skeleto- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain maimer) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

skeleton, n. — ModL., fr. Gk. axsXeTov, 'mum-
my, skeleton', a loan word fr. Syr. sh^laddd,

'skeleton', fr. Akkad. shalamdu, shalamtu, prop,

meaning 'the whole (corpse)', fr. shaldmu, 'to be

complete', which is rel. to Heb. shdldm, 'was

complete'; see shalom. See W. Muss-Arnolt in

Transactions of the American Philological As-

sociation, Vol. XXIII, p. 148. The explanation

of Gk. (txeXetov, 'mummy, skeleton', as used

elliptically for ctxsXetov acojxa, supposed to

mean 'dried up body' (as if ctxeXetov, were the

neut. verbal adj. of crz^XXstv, 'to dry up') is folk

etymology. Cp. endoskeleton, exoskeleton.

Derivatives: skeleton-ic, adj., skeleton-ize, tr. v.,

skeleton-iz-ation, n., skeleton-iz-er, n., skeleton-

y, adj.

skellum, n., rogue, rascal (archaic or dial.)— Du.
schelm, borrowed fr. G. Schelm, 'rogue, rascal',

fr. MHG. schalme, schelme, schelm, 'carrion,

corpse', later 'rogue', fr. OHG. scalmo, scelmo,

'carrion, corpse', which is perh. rel. to OE. hold,

'corpse', ON. hold, 'flesh', and cogn. with Olr.

colainn, 'body, corpse', W. celain, 'corpse'.

skelp, tr. and intr. v., to slap; n., a slap. — Of
imitative origin.

skelp, n., a flat of iron. — Prob. a derivative of

prec. word. Accordingly the orig. meaning
would have been 'beaten (metal)'.

Derivatives: skelp, tr. v., to turn into skelp,

skelp-er, n.

Skene, n. — A var. of skean.

skep, n., 1) a kind of basket; 2) a beehive. — ME.
skeppe, 'skep, skepfuP, fr. OE. sceppe, 'skepful',

fr. ON. skeppa, 'basket, bushel', which is rel. to

OS. skepil, MDu. scepel, Du. schepel, OHG.
sceffil, MHG., G. scheffel, 'bushel', and to OS.
skap, MDu. scap, OHG. scaf, MHG. schaf, G.

Schaff, 'cask, barrel'; fr. I.-E. base *skab-, 'to

work with a stone scraper, to scrape, scratch'.

See shape, n., and cp. skipple.

skeptic, sceptic, adj. — F. sceptique, fr. L. scepti-

cus, fr. Gk. oxeTTTixii;, 'inquiring, thoughtful,

doubting', which is rel. to tixiTrrecr&ai, 'to look

carefully, consider', ay.i'^iz, 'inquiry, doubt',

and—^with vowel gradation—to oxoTteTv, 'to
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look at, examine', axoTcAq, 'watcher, mark to

shoot at'. See scope and words there referred to.

For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives : sfcep/ic, n. (q.v.), skeptic-al, sceptic-

al, adj., skeptic-al-ly, sceptic-al-ly, adv., skeptic-

al-ness, sceptic-al-ness, n., skeptic-ism, sceptic-

ism, n.

skeptic, sceptic, n.— F. sceptique, fr. L. scepticus.

See prec. word.

skerry, n., an isolated rock in the sea. — ON.

sker, rel. to skera, 'to cut, shear' ; see shear and

cp. scar, 'reef, cliff. For the relationship be-

tween ON. sker and skera cp. L. riipes, 'rock',

which is rel. to L. rumpere, 'to break, burst, tear,

rend' (see rupestrian and cp. words there referred

to).

sketch, n. — Du. schets, fr. It. schizzo (whence

also G. Skizze and F. esquisse) fr. L. schedium,

'an extemporaneous poem', fr. Gk. oxeSio?,

'temporary, extemporaneous', which is related

to 'sxhV-'^' 'form, shape, appearance, bearing',

(JXEW, aor. inf. of S/eiv, 'to have'. See scheme

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also esquisse.

Derivatives : sketch, tr. and intr. v., sketch-er, n.,

sketch-ing, n., sketch-y, adj., sketch-i-ly, adv.,

sketch-i-ness, n.

skew, intr. v., to take an oblique direction; tr. v.,

to make oblique. — ME. skewen, fr. ONE.
eskiuwer, escuer, corresponding to OF. eschuer,

eschiver. See eschew.

Derivatives: skew, adj. and n., skew-ed, adj.,

skew-ly, adv., skew-ness, n.

skewbald, adj., marked with spots of white and

some other color — Compounded of the adj.

skew (see prec. word) and bald in its old sense

'white'. Cp. piebald,

skewer, n., a pin to fasten meat. — Fr. dial. E.

skiver, 'skewer', which is rel. to Swed. skifer, 'a

slate', and to E. shiver, 'splinter'.

Derivative: skewer, tr. v.

ski, n. — Norw., fr. ON. skid, 'wooden billet,

snowshoe', which is rel. to OE. scid, 'stick of

wood' (whence obsol. E. shide), OHG. skit,

MHG. schit, G. Scheit, 'log', and to OE. scea-

dan, scadan, 'to divide, separate'. See shed, v.,

and cp. skid.

Derivatives: ski, intr. v., ski-er, n.

skiagram, sciagram, n., skiagraph. — See sUa-

graphy and -gram,

skiagraph, sciagraph, n., X-rays photograph. —
See next word and -graph,

skiagraphy, sciagraphy, n., photography by X-

rays, radiography. — F. sciagraphie, fr. L. scid-

graphia, fr. Gk. CTXi5Ypa9ta, 'a drawing in light

and shade', fr. oxia, 'shade', and -ypotipia, fr.

YpaoEtv, 'to write'. The first element is rel. to

Gk. <y/.-rffT\, 'tent, booth, stage', and cogn. with

OI. cliayd, 'shade', OSlav. seni (for *sk^i-ni-s),

'shade', Goth, skeinan, OE. scinan, 'to shine'.

See scene and cp. ascian, amphiscian, antiscians,

Cynosciom. For the second element see -graptay.

Derivatives: skiagraph-ic, sciagraph-ic, adj..

skiagraph-ic-al, sciagraph-ic-al, adj., skiagraph-

ic-al-ly, skiagraph-ic-al-ly, adv.

skiametry, sciametry, n., study of radiography.

— Lit. 'measurement of shadows', fr. Gk.

(jxta, 'shade, shadow', and -(isTpia, fr.

[x^Tpov, 'measure'. See prec. word and -metry.

skiascope, sciascope, n., an instrument for meas-

uring the refractive power of the eye. — Com-

pounded of Gk. cxiS, 'shade, shadow', and

-CTxAmov, fr. oxotteiv, 'to look at, examine'.

See skiagraphy and -scope,

skiascopy, sciascopy, n., examination of the re-

fractive power of the eye by the skiascope. —
See prec. word and -scopy.

skid, n., a plank or bar used as a support. — Of

Scand. origin. Cp. ON. skid, 'a wooden billet',

and see ski.

Derivatives : skid, intr. and tr. v., skidd-ed, adj.,

skidd-er, n., skidd-ing, n. and adj.

skiff, n., a small boat. — F. esquif, fr. It. schifo,

'little boat', fr. OHG. skif, 'ship'. See ship, which

is a doublet of skiff.

Derivative: skiff, intr. and tr. v.

skill, n. — ME. skile, skil, fr. ON. skil, 'skiU,

discrimination, reason', which is rel. to skilja,

'to separate, distinguish, discriminate', MLG.
schillen, 'to differ', schele, 'difference', and to. E

shell (q.v.)

Derivatives: skiliD-ful, adj., skil{f)-ful-ly, adv.,

skil([)-ful-ness, n., skil-less, adj.

skill, intr. v., to have understanding; to make a

difference (archaic). — ME. skilen, fr. ON.

skilja. See skill, n.

Derivatives: skill-ed, adj.

skillet, n., a frying pan. — ME. skelet, fr. OF.

escuelete, dimin. of escuele (F. icuelle), fr. L.

scutella, 'salver, waiter', dimin. formed fr. L.

scutra, 'a flat tray, dish'. See scuttle, 'a metal

receptacle', and -et.

skilly, n., oatmeal broth. — Shortened fr. earlier

skilligalee, a word of uncertain origin.

skim, tr. and intr. v. — ME. skimmen, prob. fr.

OF. escumer (¥. ecumer), fr. escume (F. ecume),

fr. OHG. scum (MHG. schum, schoum, G.

Schaum); rel. to MDu. schum{e), whence E.

scum (q.v.) For the change of « to ; cp. brisk (fr.

F. brusque) and ribbon (fr. F. ruban).

Derivatives: skim, n., skimm-ing, n., skimm-ing-

ly, adv.

skimmer, n., 1) a person or thing that skims; 2) a

utensil used for skimming liquids; 3) any of var-

ious marine birds (genus Rhynchops) — ME.

skemour, skemere, fr. OF. escumoir, 'utensil for

skimming', fr. escumer, 'to skim' (see skim);

partly formed directly from the verb skim with

suff. -er.

skimmer, intr. v., to shimmer. — A var. of

shimmer,

skimp, tr. and intr. v., to scrimp.— Prob. a blend

of scamp and scrimp.

Derivatives: skimp-y, adj., skimp-i-ly, adv.

skin, n.— ME. skynn, fr. ON. skinn ; rel. to OHG.



skink

scinten, MHG., G. schinden, 'to flay, skin', and
prob. cogn. with Bret, scant, 'scale of fish', Ir.

scdinim, '1 tear, I burst'.

Derivatives: skin, tr. and intr. v., skinn-ed, adj.,

skinn-er, n., skinn-ery, n., skinn-y, adj.

skink, n., a kind of hzard. — L. scincus, fr. Gk.
CTxtyxoc, 'a kind of lizard', which is of uncertain

origin.

skink, tr. and intr. v., to serve (archaic). — ME.
skinken, fr. MDu. schinken, schenken, rel. to

OE. scencan, 'to give to drink', OHG. skenken,

MHG., G. schenken, 'to give'. The original

meaning of these verbs was 'to hold in a slant-

ing position". See shank and cp. nuncheon.

skip, intr. and tr. v., to leap. — ME. skippen,

prob. of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. skopa, 'to run',

MSwed. skuppa, dial. Swed. skopa, 'to skip,

leap'.

Derivatives: skip, n., skipper (q.v.), skipp-ing, n.

skip, n., captain of a team or side. — Shortened
fr. skipper, 'captain of a ship'.

skip, n., bucket, basket. — A var. of skep. Cp.
skippet.

skipper, n., one who skips. — Formed fr. skip, v.,

with agential suff. -er. Cp. schipperke.

skipper, n., captain of a small ship. — ME.
skypper, fr. MDu. (= Du.) schipper, fr. schip,

'ship'. See ship and agential suff. -er.

skippet, n., a small case. — Formed fr. skip,

'basket", with dimin. suff. -et.

skipple, n., a measure containing three fourths of

a bushel. — Du. schepel. See skep.

skirl, intr. v., to make a shrill sound. — A Scand.

loan word of imitative origin. Cp. shrill.

Derivative: skirl, n., a shrill sound.

sldrmish, n. — ME. skyrmissh, prob. a blend of

1) ME. scarmuch, skarmish, fr. MF. escar(d)-

moche, escar(a)muche, prob. fr. It. scaramuccia,

'skirmish', which is of uncertain origin; and of

2) ME. skirmysshen, fr. MF. eskermiss-, escre-

miss-, pres. part, stem of eskermir, escremir

(whence F. escrimer), 'to fight with the sword,

fence", which is of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG.
skirmen (MHG., G. schirmen), 'to defend, pro-

tect", which derives fr. OHG. skirm, skerm, 'pro-

tection, shield" (whence MHG. schirm, scherm,

of s.m., G. Schirm, 'shelter, protection; screen,

umbrella'). This noun orig. denoted the hide

that covered the shield. It is cogn. with OI.

carman-, Aveslic car'man-, 'skin, hide', L. co-

riiim, of s.m. It. schermire, OProveng. escremir,

escrimir, Sp., Port, esgrimir, 'to fence", are also

Teut. loan words. See cerium and cp. Scara-

mouch, scrinmiage. Cp. also screen.

skirmish, intr. v. — ME. skyrmysshen, prob. a

blend of skirmysshen, 'to fight with a sword,

fence', and skarmysshen, scarmuchen, fr. MF.
escarmuchier, fr. It. scaramucciare, fr. scaramuc-

cia. See skirmish, n.

Derivative: skirmish-er, n.

skirr, intr. v., to move quickly. — Of uncertain

origin. Cp. scurry.
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Derivative: skirr, n.

skirret, n., a herb (Sium sisarum). — ME. skir-

whit, prob. a folk-etymological alteration of

OF. eschervys (F. chervis), 'skirret', a collateral

form of carvi, fr. Arab, karawiyd'. See caraway.

skirt, n.— ME., fr. ON. skyrta, 'skirt, shirt', rel.

to OE. scyrte, 'shirt, tunic'. See shirt, which is a

doublet of skirt.

Derivatives: skirt, tr. and intr. v., skirt-ed, adj.,

skirt-er, n., skirt-ing, n., skirt-y, adj.

skit, n., 1) a gibe; 2) a satirical literary sketch. —
Of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. skjota, 'to shoot,

dart', and see shoot. Cp. also skite, skitter,

skittish.

skite, intr. v., to move quickly (dial.) — Rel. to

ON. skjota, 'to shoot, dart'. See skit.

skitter, intr. v., to skim rapidly over the water

(said of birds). — Rel. to prec. word.

skittish, adj., 1) shy, nervous (said of a horse) ; 2)

playful; 3) fickle. — Fr. dial, E. skit, 'to skip

about", which is rel. to ON. skjota, 'to shoot,

dart'. See skit and adj. suff. -ish.

Derivatives: skittish-ly, adv., skittish-ness, n.

skittles, n. pi. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. Dan.
skyttel, 'shuttle', and see shuttle.

Derivatives: skittle, tr. and intr. v., to play

skittles, skittl-er, n.

skive, tr. v., to split.— Of Scand. origin. Cp. ON.
skifa, 'to cut, split', and see sheave, n., shive.

skiver, n., cheap leather made of split sheepskin.

— Formed fr. skive with sufT. -er.

skua, n., a dark-brown gull, a jaeger. — ON.
skafr.

skulk, intr. v. — ME. skulken, of Scand. origin.

Cp. Dan. skulke, 'to skulk', Swed. skotka, 'to

shirk', and E. scowl.

Derivatives: skulk, n., skulk-er, n., skulk-ing,

adj., skulk-ing-ly, adv.

skull, n. — ME. skulte, of Scand. origin. Cp.

Swed. skuUe, Norw. skult. Cp. also OHG. scala,

'drinking cup', prop, 'drinking cup made from

a skull", and see scale, 'weighing instrument".

Derivatives: skull-ed, adj., skull-ery, n., skull-y,

adj.

skunk, n. — Of Algonquian origin. Cp. Abnaki
seganku, segonku, 'skunk".

Derivatives: skunk-ish, skunk-y, adjs.

Skupshtina, n., the parliament of Yugoslavia. —
Serb., lit. 'assembly", fr. skupiti, 'to gather,

meet", which derives fr. pref. so-, s-, 'with, to-

gether with", and OSlav. kupii, 'heap'. Pref. so-,

s- comes fr. OSlav. sii, 'with, together with"

(whence also ORuss. su, Russ. so, s, Bulg. i«, s,

Czech se, s, Slovak so, s, Pol. le, z, etc.), which

is rel. to OPruss. san- (pref.), sen (prep.), 'with',

Lith. san-, sd-, Lett, suo-, 'with", OSlav., ORuss.

samU, Bulg. sdm, Czech and Slovak sdm, etc.,

'(him)self", and cogn. with OI. sdm-, 'with',

Gk. 6[i.6?, 'one and same', ojjioG, 'together', OI.

samdfi, 'even, the same", L. similis, 'like', Goth.
soma, 'the same', samana, 'together'; see same
and cp. the pref. Sobranje, soviet, sputnik. For
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the etymology of OSlav. kupa, 'heap', see heap.

sky, n. — ME. skie, 'cloud, sky', fr. ON. sky,

which is rel. to OE. sceo, OS. scio, 'cloud', OE.
scua, scuwa, OHG. scuwo, ON. skuggi, 'shad-

ow', Goth, skuggwa, 'mirror', fr. I.-E. base

*sqeu-, *(s)qewd-, 'to cover', whence also OHG.
scHra, later sciura (whence MHG. schiur, schiure,

G. Scheuer), 'barn', OI. skundti, skunoti, skduti,

'covers". Arm. ciw, 'roof, Gk. axiivia, 'eye-

brows", CTXiiXov, crxuAo;, 'animal's skin, hide',

L. scutum, 'shield', ob-scHrus, 'dark', and perh.

also Goth, skohs, OE. scoh, 'shoe'. Cp. hide,

'skin', hide, 'to conceal", house, huso, scum, shoe,

shower, skim. Cp. also cutis, equerry, escutcheon,

obscure, scutch, scuttle, 'receptacle', scutum. Cp.

also scum. For the derivatives of base *(s)que-

dh-, an enlargement of base *(s)qeu-, 'to cover,

hide", see custody and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: sky, v., sky-ey, adj., sky-less, adj.

skyscraper, n. — Compounded of sky and

scraper. Cp. F. gratte-ciel, 'skyscraper", fr. grat-

ter, 'to scrape", and del, 'sky', and G. Wolken-

kratzer, 'skyscraper', fr. Wolke, 'cloud", and

Kratzer, 'scraper'.

skyward, adj. — Compounded of sky and adj.

suff. -ward.

skyward, skywards, adv. — Compounded of sky

and adv. suff. -ward, resp. -wards.

slab, n., a flat slice, plate. — ME. sclabbe, slabbe,

slab, of uncertain, possibly Gaulish, origin. Cp.

Bret, scolp, W. ysgolp, 'splinter, chip". Cp. also

OProven?. esclapa, OF. escopel, 'splinter, chip',

which are also Gaulish loan words.

Derivatives: slab, tr. v., slabb-ing, n., slabber

(q.v.)

slab, n., mud, slime.— Prob. fr. ON. slabb,^Ta\id',

which is of imitative origin. See slabber, v., and

cp. slob, 'mud".

slab, intr. v., to eat or drink in a greedy way. —
Du. slabben. See slabber, v.

slabber, n., a saw for cutting slabs. — See slab,

'flat slice", and agential suff. -er.

slabber, intr. and tr. v., to slobber. — Fr. Du. or

Flem. slabberen, freq. of slabben, which is of

imitative origin, whence E. slab, 'to eat or drink

hastily". Cp. G. schlabbern, 'to slabber", E.

slaver, slobber, slubber, which all are imitative,

and slab, 'mud'.

Derivatives: slabber, n., slabber-er, n.

slack, adj. — ME. slakke, slak, fr. OE. steac,

stcec, 'slow, slack', rel. to OS. slak, ON. slakr,

Swed. slak, OHG. slab, 'slack", MDu. lac,

'fault, lack", fr. I.-E. base *(s)leg-, *(s)I^g-,

*(s)leng-, 'to be slack", whence also Gk. Xr^ysiv,

'to leave off, stop", lit. 'to grow tired or weary",

Aayapo!:, 'slack, hollow, sunken", L. languere,

'to faint, weary", languidus, 'faint, weak, dull,

sluggish, languid'. See languid and cp. lack,

slake.

Derivatives : slack, n. and tr. and intr. v., slack-

en, tr. and intr. v., slack-er, n., slack-ly, adv.,

slack-ness, n.

slack, n., coaldust.— ME. sleek, fr. MDu. slecke,

slacke, prob. fr. MLG. slagge, 'splinter flying off

when metal is struck". See slag.

slade, n., a valley (now chiefly dial. English). —
ME., fr. OE. sls;d, 'valley", rel. to OS. slada, LG.
slade, sledde, 'valley', and cogn. with Lith.

slednas, 'steeply sloping'.

slag, n., refuse of smelted metal.— MLG. slagge

(whence also G. Schlacke), 'splinter flying off

when metal is struck', rel. to Du. slaan, OHG.
slahan, 'to strike', OE. slean, 'to strike; to kill'.

See slay, v.

Derivatives: slag, tr. and intr. v., slagg-er, n.,

slagg-y, adj.

slain, pp. of slay. — ME. slegen, fr. OE. (ge)sle-

gen, pp. of slean. See slay, v.

slake, tr. v., to slacken, allay; to wet. — ME.
slaken, 'to make slack', fr. OE. sleacian, slacian,

'to grow slack, slacken', fr. sleac, 'slack". See

slack, adj.

Derivative: slake, n., slake-less adj.

slalom, n., a skiing race over a downhill. — Norw.
compounded of slad, 'slightly bent, sloping",

and lorn, laam, 'narrow path, trail", which is rel.

to Norw. laan, 'a pile of things stretched out, a

row of houses", and to E. lane (q.v.)

slam, tr. and intr. v., to shut noisily.— Cp. Swed.

slemma, 'to bang, slam'
;
prob. of imitative ori-

gin.

Derivative: slam, n.

slander, n. — ME. sclaundre, slaundre, fr. OF.
escandele, escandle, esclandre (F. esclandre), fr.

Late L. scandalum, 'cause of offense or stum-

bling', fr. Gk. axavSaXov. See scandal, which is a

scholarly doublet of slander, and cp. esclandre.

Derivative : slanderous (q.v.).

slander, tr. v. — ME. sclaunderen, slaundren, fr.

OF. esclandrer, fr. esclandre. See slander, n.

Derivative: slander-er, n.

slanderous, adj. — ME. sclaiinderous, fr. sclaun-

dre. See slander, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: slanderous-ly, adv., slanderous-ness,

n.

slang, n. — Perh. of Scand. origin and rel. to

sling, V. ; cp. Norw. slengja kjeften, 'to sling the

jaw, to abuse with words", slengjenamn, 'nick-

name', slengjeord, 'a new slang word".

Derivatives: slang, tr. and intr. v., and adj.,

slang-ish, adj., slang-ish-ly, adv., slang-ism, n.,

slang-ster, a., slang-y, adj., slang-i-ly, adv., slang-

i-ness, n.

slank, past tense of slink. — ME. slank, fr. OE.
slanc, past tense of slincan. See sUnk.

slant, intr. and intr. v. — ME. slenten, 'to slope,

glide, slide', of Scand. origin; cp. Swed. slinta,

'to slip", Norw. slenta, 'to fall on one side", ON.
sletta (for *slenta), 'to slant'. Cp. also aslant.

Derivatives: slant, adj. and n., slant-ing, adj.,

slant-ing-ly, adv.

slap, n., a blow, esp. one given with the open
hand. — ME. slappe, of imitative origin. Cp.
LG. slappe, G. Schlappe.



slash

Derivatives: slap, tr. v. and adv., slapp-er, n.,

slapp-ing, n.

slash, tr. and intr. v. — ME. slashen, fr. OF. es-

dachier, esclacier, 'to break', prob. formed from

^the'pref es-, which derives fr. L. ex (see 1st

\ ex-) and the Teut. imitative base *klak-, 'to

crack'. Cp. MHG. Mac, G. Klack, 'cleft, fissure'.

Derivatives: slash, n. and adv., slash-er, n.,

slash-ing, adj., slash-ing-ly, adv., slash-y, adj

slat, n., a flat strip. — ME. sclat, fr. OF. esclat

(F. eclat), 'splinter', back formation fr. esclater.

See slate, 'slab'.

Derivative: slatt-ed, adj.

slat, intr. and tr. v., to throw smartly.— Prob. of

imitative origin. Cp. ON. sletta, 'to slap'. Cp.

also slattern.

slate, n., a piece of rock. — ME. sclate, slate, fr.

OF. esclate, collateral form of esclat (F. eclat),

'spHnter, fragment', back formation fr. esclater,

'to break, burst' (whence F. eclater, 'to burst,

split, shiver; to explode; to cry out, exclaim; to

shine, sparkle, flash'), fr. Frankish *slaitan, 'to

rend, tear', which is rel. to OHO. slisan, OE.

slltan, of s.m. See slit and cp. eclat. Cp. also

slate, 'to censure'.

slate, tr. v., to censure. — ME. slaiten, 'to set a

dog on', fr. OE. stxtan, rel. to OE. slitan, 'to

rend, tear'. See slit and cp. slate, 'piece of rock'.

Derivatives: slate, n., censure, slat-er, n.

slather, tr. v., to use in large quantities; to spread

thickly ; to lavish; n., a large quantity. — Of un-

certain origin.

slattern, n., an untidy woman.— Prob. related to

slat, 'to throw smartly'.

Derivatives: slattern, adj., slattern-ly, adv.,

slattern-ness, n.

slaty, adj., containing slates; resembling slates.

— Formed fr. slate, 'piece of rock', with adj.

suff. -y.

slaughter, n. — ME. slagter, slau(g)hter, a blend

of ON. slatr, 'butcher's meat', and ME. slagt,

slaught (fr. OE. sleaht), 'slaughter'. Both ON.

slatr and OE. sleaht are rel. to ON. sld, 'to strike',

OE. slean, 'to strike; to kill'. See slay, v., and cp.

onslaught.

Derivatives: slaughter, tr. v., slaughter-er, n.,

slaughter-ous, adj.

Slav, n. and adj. — G. Slave, fr. ML. Sclayus,

Slavus, fr. MGk. ExXdc^o?. See slave.

Derivatives: Slav-ian, Slav-ic, Slav-ish, adjs.,

Slav-ism, n., Slav-ist, n., Slav-ist-ic, adj., Slav-

ize, tr. v., Slav-iz-ation, n.

slave, n. — ME. sclave, fr. OF. (= F.) esclave, fr.

ML. Sclavus, Slavus, fr. MGk. Sy-Xapo?,

CTxXa^o?, 'slave', prop, 'a slave of Slav descent',

back formation fr. MGk. l,y.Xa.^r,-i6c, 'per-

taining to the Slavs', from the n. ol S)<XaPT,vot

(pi.), 'the Slavs', which was formed—with in-

serted X—fr. OSlav. Slovininu, 'Slav'. This

sense development arose in the consequence of

the wars waged by Otto the Great and his suc-

cessors against the Slavs, a great number of
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whom they took captive and sold into slavery.

For sense development cp. OE. wealh, 'slave,

serf, prop, 'foreigner, Briton, Welshman

OSlav. Sloveninu is a derivative of OSlav. slovo,

'word', fr. I.-E. base *kleu-, 'to hear', whence

also OI. sravas-, 'praise, glory', Avestic sravah

'word', Gk. xXio?, 'fame', L. cluere, 'to hear',

OE. hlu-d, 'loud'. See loud and cp. esclavage,

Slav, Slovak, Slovene. Accordingly the name

Slav lit. means 'speaker'. For sense develop

ment cp. Church Slavic Nemici, 'Germans

which is rel. to nemu, 'dumb'.

Derivatives: slave, intr. v., slaver, n. (q.v.), slav-

ery, n., slav-ish, adj., slav-ish-ly, adv., slav-ish

ness, n.

slaver, n. , a person trading in slaves ; ship used in

the slave trade.— Formed fr. slave with agential

suff. -er.

slaver, intr. v., to dribble saliva; tr. v., to cover

with saliva. — Fr. ON. slafra, which is of imita-

tive origin. Cp. the variants slabber, slobber and

slubber.

Derivatives: slaver, n., slaver-y, adj.

slavikite, n., a hydrous sodium ferric sulfate (min-

eral.)— Named after the Czechoslovakian min-

eralogist Professor F. Slavik. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

Slavo-, combining form denoting the Slavs. —
See Slav.

Slavonian, adj. and n., Slovene. — Formed with

suff. -an fr. ML. Sclavonia, 'the country inhab-

ited by the Slavs', fr. Sclavus. See Slav and -an.

Slavonic, adj. and n., Slavic. — See prec. word

and adj. suff. -ic.

Slavophile, Slavophil, n., lover of the Slavs. —
Compounded of Slavo- and Gk. -rfChoq, fr.

91X01;, 'friend'. See -phile.

Slavophobist, also Slavophobe, n., one who fears

the Slavs. — Compounded of Slavo-, Gk.

cpo^jo;, 'fear' (see -phobe), and -ist.

slaw, n., sliced cabbage served as salad. — From

Du. sla, shortened from salade, fr. F. salade. See

salad and cp. coleslaw,

slay, tr. v., to kill.— ME. slan, slen, fr. OE. slean,

'to strike; to slay', rel. to ON., OFris. sla, Dan.

slaa, Swed. sli, MDu. slaen, Du. slaan, OHG.
slahan, MHG. slahen, G. schlagen, Goth, slahan,

'to strike", fr. l.-E. base *slak-, 'to hit', whence

also Mir. slactha, 'struck' (pp.), slacc, 'sword'

(lit. 'that which strikes'). Cp. next word and

slag, slaughter, overslaugh. Cp. also sly.

Derivative: slay-er, n.

slay, sley, n., weaver's reed.— ME. sleye, slay, fr.

OE. siege, 'weaver's reed', rel. to slsegen, pp. of

slean, 'to strike'. See prec. word.

Derivative: slay, sley, tr. v.

sleave, tr. v., to separate. — ME. sleven, fr. OE.

sisfan, rel. to slifan (in toslifan), 'to split, cleave'

(whence dial. E. slive), MLG. slef, Norw. sleiv,

'a large spoon'. Cp. sliver,

sleazy, adj., not firm in texture. — Of unknown
origin.

Derivatives: sleaz-i-ly, adv., sleaz-i-ness, n.

sled, n., sledge. — ME. slede, fr. MDu. sledde

(Du. slede, slee), which is rel. to OS. slido, ON.
sledi, Dan. slsede, Swed. slade, OHG. slito, slita,

MHG. slite, slitte, G. Schlitten, 'sledge', and to

E. slide (q.v.). Cp. sledge, 'vehicle', sleigh.

Derivative: sled, tr. and intr. v.

sledge, n. , a vehicle.— MDu. sleedse, rel. to sledde.

See sled.

Derivatives: sledge, intr. and tr. v., sledg-er, n.

sledge, n., sledgehammer.— ME. slegge, siege, fr.

OE. slecg, rel. to ON. sleggja, 'sledgehammer',

and to OE. slean, 'to strike'. See slay, v.

Derivatives: sledg-er, n., sledg-ing, n.

sledgehammer, n., a large heavy hammer.— ME.
siege hamer. See 2nd sledge and hammer.

sleek, adj., smooth; glossy. — ME. slike. See the

adj. slick, which is a doublet of sleek.

Derivatives: sleek, tr. v., sleek-en, tr. v., sleek-

er, n., sleek-ly, adv., sleek-ness, n., sleek-y, adj.

sleep, n. — ME. slepe, slep, fr. OE. slSp, rel. to

OS. slap, OFris. step, MDu. sleep, Du. slaap,

OHG., MHG. slaf, G. Schlaf, Goth, sleps, and
to OE. slxpan, 'to sleep'. See sleep, v.

Derivatives: sleep-y, adj., sleep-i-ly, adv., sleep-

i-ness, n., sleep-less, adj., sleep-less-ly, adv.,

sleep-less-ness, n.

sleep, intr. and tr. v. — ME. slepen, fr. OE.
slSpan, rel. to OS. sldpan, OFris. slepa, MDu.
slapen, Du. slapen, OHG. slafan, MHG. slafen,

G. schlafen, Goth, slepan, 'to sleep'. The original

meaning of these verbs was 'to be slack, to be

loose'. They are rel. to OHG., MHG. slaf, slaff,

G. schlaff, 'slack, loose', fr. l.-E. base *(s)lab-,

*(s)leb-, 'slack, loose; to hang down', whence
also OSlav. slabU, Lett, slabs, 'weak', Lith.

silpnas, 'weak', sllpti, 'to become weak', slopstu,

'I become weak', and—without initial s—OI.

lambate, 'hangs down', L. labi, 'to slide, slip,

glide down', labor, 'labor, toil, exertion, hard-

ship, fatigue, distress, pain, work', orig. prob.

meaning 'a tottering under a burden'. See labor

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: steeper (q.v.), sleep-ing-ly, adv.

sleeper, n. — ME. sleper, fr. slepen, 'to sleep'. See

sleep, v., and agential suff. -er.

sleepy, adj. — ME. slepy, fr. slep. See sleep, n.,

and adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: sleepi-ty, adv., sleepi-ness, n.

sleet, n., frozen rain. — ME. slete, rel. to MHG.
sld3e, slo3, G. Schlofie, 'hailstone', dial. Norw.
slutr, 'sleet', Dan. stud, Swed. studd, sludde,

'sleet'.

Derivatives: sleet, intr. v., sleet-ing, adj., sleet-

y, adj.

sleeve, n. — ME. sieve, sleeve, fr. OE. slef, stief,

slyf, rel. to OHG., MHG. sloufen, 'to put on or

off', prop, 'to cause to slip', OS. slopian, of s.m.,

OE. slefan, slifan, 'to slip, put on', OE. slUpan,

MLG. slupen, Du. sluipen, OFris. slepa, OHG.
sUofan, MHG. sliefen, G. schliefen, Goth, sliu-

pan, 'to slip, glide'. (Cp. G. Schleife, 'bow, loop.

slip knot', for earUer schlaufe, which is a back
formation fr. MHG. sloufen.) All these words
derive fr. l.-E. base *sleub-, 'to slip, slide',

whence also L. iQbricus (for *sliibricus), 'slippery

smooth'. See lubricate and cp. shallop, sloop,

slop, 'loose garment', slope.

Derivatives : I'/eeve, tr. y., sleeve-less, adj., steeve-

less-ness, n., sleev-er, n.

sleigh, n. — Du. slee, contracted fr. slede. See

sled.

Derivative: sleigh, intr. v.

sleight, n., cunning. — ME. sleighte, sleithe, fr.

ON. slsegd, 'slyness', which was formed fr.

stxgr, 'sly', with suff. -d. See sly, and subst. suff.

-t and cp. sloyd.

slender, adj. — ME. slendre, fr. earlier sclendre,

prob. fr. MF. esctendre, which derives fr. MDu.
slinder.

Derivatives: slender-ish, adj., slender-ly, adv.,

slender-ness, n.

slept, past tense and pp. of sleep. — ME. slepte,

fr. OE. slxpte, pp. of slSpan. See sleep, v.

sleuth, n., a detective. — Short for sleuthhound

(q.v.)

Derivative: sleuth, intr. v.

sleuthhound, n., bloodhound. — ME., fr. sleuth,

'track of a person or animal' (fr. ON. slod), and
hound. See sleuth and hound and cp. slot, 'track

of an animal'.

slew, past tense of slay. — ME. slew, formed on
analogy oi grew, knew; see slay, v. The earlier

ME. form is slog, slouh, fr. OE. slog, resp. sloh.

slew, n., a large number. — Ir. sluagh.

slew, tr. and intr. v., to swing, twist. — See slue,

'to turn'.

sley, n., weaver's reed. — See slay, n.

slice, n. — ME. sclice, slice, fr. OF. esclice,

'splinter' (whence F. ectisse), back formation fr.

escticier, 'to split, lit', fr. Frankish sli^^an, 'to

spht', which is rel. to OHG. slisan, of s.m. See
slit and cp. slate, 'piece of rock'.

slice, tr. and intr. v. — ME. slicen, fr. MF. escli-

cier, 'to splinter', fr. OF., fr. esclice. See slice, n.

slick, adj. — ME. slike, 'smooth', prob. fr. ON.
slikr, 'smooth', which is rel. to OE. slician, 'to

make smooth', OHG. slihhan, MHG. slichen, G.
schteichen, 'to creep, crawl, sneak', MHG. slich,

Du. slijk, 'mud, mire', fr. I.-E. base *sleig-, 'to

smooth, glide, be muddy', whence also Gk.
XivStjV, 'grazing the surface', XiySo;, XiySot,

'grindstone, mortar'. Base *steig- is an enlarge-

ment of base *(s)lei-, whence lime, 'sticky sub-

stance', loam and slime (qq.v.) Cp. sleek, slight.

Derivatives : stick, n., stick-ly, adv., slick-ness, n.

sUck, tr. v.— ME. sliken, fr. OE. slician, 'to make
smooth'. See slick, adj.

Derivatives: stick-er, n., slick-er-ing, n., slick-

er-y, adj.

slid, past tense and pp. of slide. — ME. pp.
slide(n), fr. OE. gesliden, pp. of slldan. See sUde.

slide, intr. and tr. v. — ME. sliden, fr. OE. slidan,

'to slide, glide; to err', rel. to MHG. sliten, 'to



slidometer

slide, glide', OHG. slito, slita, MHG. slite, slitte,

G. Schlitten, 'sledge', G. Schlittschuh, 'skate',

and cogn. with Lith. slystu, slysti, 'to glide, slide',

sUdUs, 'smooth', Lett, slidet, 'to glide', slidas,

'skates', OSlav. sUdu, 'track', Gk. oXtaS^o;,

'slipperiness', oXiaS-avo?, oXiaS-ripii;, 'slippery',

6>.i.ci>avEiv, 'to slip', Mir. sloet, 'slide', and

prob. also with OI. sredhati, 'glides off'. These

words derive fr. l.-E. base *(s)leidh-, 'slippery',

which is prob. an enlargement of base *{s)lei-,

'slimy'. See slime and cp. sled.

Derivatives: slide, n., slid-er, n., slid-ing, n. and

adj., slid-ing-ly, adv., slid-ing-ness, n.

slidometer, n., an instrument for measuring

shocks caused to railroad cars.—A hybrid coin-

ed fr. E. slide and Gk. [Aexpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

slight, adj. — ME. sliht, slight, sleght, 'smooth,

flat', fr. LG. slicht, 'smooth plain, common',

which is rel. to OS. slicht, ON. slettr, OFris.

sliucht, MDu. sleht, OHG. sleht, 'smooth',

MHG. sleht, 'level', G. schlecht, 'plain, simple;

bad', Goth, slaihts, 'smooth'; G. schlicht,

'smooth, plain, simple', is a back formation fr.

schlichten, 'to smooth, plane', which is a deriva-

tive oi schlecht in its orig. sense 'smooth, plain'.

This back formation became necessary when the

meaning of schlecht developed from 'plain,

simple', into 'inferior in quality, bad'. The above

words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *slig-, a col-

lateral form of base *sleig-, 'to smooth, glide'.

See slick, adj.

Derivatives: slight, tr. v., and n., slight-ed, adj.,

slight-er, n., slight-ing, adj., slight-ing-ly, adv.,

slight-ish, adj., slight-ly, adv., slight-ness, n.,

slight-y, adj., slight-i-ly, adv., slight-i-ness,

n.

slim, adj. — The orig. meaning was 'bad, weak,

slight, awry', fr. Du. slim, 'awry; bad, evil',

which is rel. to MHG. slimp, 'slanting, awry', G.

schlimm, 'bad', and cogn. with Lett, slips (for

*slimpas), 'sloping, steep'. According to W. W.

Skeat the sense development of E. slim might be

due to a confusion with E. slender.

Derivatives: slim, n., slim-ly, adv., slim-li-ness,

n., slim-ness, n.

slime, n. — ME. slim, fr. OE. slim, which is rel.

to ON. slim, Dan. slim, Du. slijm, MHG. slim,

G. Schleim, 'slime', OHG. slimen, 'to make

smooth', fr. L-E. base *is)lei-, 'slime, slimy,

sticky, dauby, slippery', whence also Russ.

slimdk, 'snail' (lit. 'the slimy animal'), OSlav.

slina, 'spittle', Olr. sligim, '1 smear', Mir. sle-

mum, W. llyfn, 'smooth', Gk. '/.sitj.oi'i, 'snail'

(whenceL. /imaAT, of s.m.), >>i[xvy;, 'marsh, pool,

lake', L. limus (for *slimus), 'slime, mud, mire',

lima, 'file', limdre, 'to file, polish", linere, 'to

daub, besmear, rub out, erase', Gk. aXiveiv

(Hesychius), 'to anoint, besmear'. See lime,

'birdlime', and cp. loam. Cp. also delete, illini-

tion, leio-, levigate, licntery, Limicolae, limnetic,

limno-, Limoninm, liniment, litotes, loam, obli-

vion, Pralaya. Cp. also sleek, slick, slide, slight,

slip, slowworm.

sling, tr. v., to throw, hurl. — ME. slingen, prob.

fr. ON. slyngva (whence Dan. slynge, Swed.

slungd), which is rel. to OE. slingan, 'to creep,

wind', OHG. slingan, MHG. slingen, G. schlin-

gen, 'to swing to and fro, wind, twist', G. Schlin-

ge, 'loop', and prob. cogn. with Lith. slenktt,

sliitkti, 'to creep', OSlav. sl^ku, 'crooked'. Cp.

slang, slink, 'to sneak'. Cp. also ling, 'the

heather'.

Derivatives: sting-er, n., sling-ing, adj. and n.

sling, n., a device for throwing stones. — Prob.

fr. sling, 'to throw'; rel. to OFris. slinge, OHG.
slinga, MHG. slinge, G. Schlinge, 'sling'.

sling, n., a kind of drink.— Fr. G. schlingen, ver-

schlingen, 'to swallow', which is rel. to OHG.
slintan, MHG. slinden, OS. farslindan, Goth.

fraslindan, 'to swallow'.

slink, intr. v., to sneak. — ME. slinken, fr. OE.

slincan, 'to creep', rel. to Swed. slinka, 'to glide',

Du. slinken, 'to shrink, shrivel', and to E. sling,

'to throw'.

slink, tr. and intr. v., to miscarry. — A var. of

sling, 'to throw'.

Derivative: slink, n., a prematurely born ani-

mal.

slip, intr. and tr. v.— ME. slippen, 'to slip, glide',

fr. MDu. or MLG. slippen (Du. slijpen), which

are rel. to OHG. slifan, MHG. slifen, G. schlei-

fen, 'to glide, slide; to grind, polish', fr. I.-E.

base *(s)leib-, 'slimy, slippery', enlargement of

base *{s)lei-, 'slime, slimy, sticky, slippery'. See

slime and cp. slip, n.

Derivatives: slip, n. and adj., slipper (q.v.),

slippery (q.v.), slipp-y, adj.

slip, n., 1) a stem, twig, etc., cut off a plant, used

for planting or grafting; 2) a narrow strip. —
ME. slippe, fr. MDu. slippe, fr. slippen, 'to cut',

prop, 'to cause to slip or gUde', whence ME.

slippen, 'to slip, glide'. See slip, v.

slipper, n., a light shoe. — Lit. 'that which slips'.

See slip and agential sufF. -er.

Derivative: slipper-ed, adj.

slippery, adj. — ME. stiper, slipper, 'slippery', fr.

OE. slipor, 'slippery'. See slip and adj. suff. -y

(representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives: slipperi-ly, adv., slipperi-ness, n.

slipslop, n., adj., and intr. v. — Antiphonic redu-

plication of slop.

slit, tr. and intr. v. — ME. slitten, a weak verb

formed fr. sliten, fr. the OE. strong verb slitan,

'to tear, cut', which is rel. to OS. slitan, ON.

slrta, Swed. slita, Dan. slide, MLG., MDu. sliten

Du. slijlen, OHG. siisan, MHG. slisen, G.

schleifien, 'to slit', and cogn. with Lith. skleidziii,

skletsli, 'to divide, spread out'; fr. I.-E. base

*sqlei-d-, enlargement of base *sqel-, 'to cut'.

See shield and cp. slate, 'piece of rock', slice,

sliver, eclat.

Derivative: sUtt-er, n.

sUther, intr. v., to slide.— ME. slideren, slitheren.

fr. OE. slidrian, 'to slip', rel. to OE. slidor, 'slip-

pery'; prop. freq. of slide (q.v.)

Derivatives : slither, n.,slither-ing, slither-y, adjs.

sliver, n., splinter. — Formed from the obsol.

verb slive, 'to part, divide', fr. ME. sliven, fr. OE.
slifan. See sleave.

Derivatives: sliver, tr. and intr. v., sliver-er, n.,

sliver-y, adj.

slivovitz, n., a plum brandy. — Russ., 'plum
brandy', fr. Russ. (= OSlav.) sliva, 'plum', fr.

I.-E. base *(s)li-, 'bluish'. See sloe,

slob, n., mud. — Ir. slab, prob. of Scand. origin.

Cp. ON. slabb, 'mud', and see slab, 'mud'.

slobber, intr. and tr. v. — ME. sloberen, of imita-

tive origin. Cp. G. schlabbern, 'to slabber', and
see slabber.

Derivatives: slobber, n., slobber-er, n., slobber-

y, adj.

sloe, n., (the fruit of) the blackthorn.— ME. slo,

fr. OE. sla, sldh, rel. to MDu., Du. slee, OHG.
sleha, MHG. slehe, G. Schlehe, Dan. slaa(en),

Swed. slain), fr. I.-E. base *(s)li-, *(s)loi-,

'bluish', whence also OSlav. sliva, 'plum', L.

livere (for *sllvere), 'to be of a bluish color', li-

vidus (for *slividus), 'bluish', Olr. //, 'color,

splendor', W. lliw, of s.m. Cp. livid. Cp. also

slivovitz.

slog, intr. and tr. v. — A var. of slug, 'to strike'.

Derivatives: slog, n., slogg-er, n., slogg-ing, adj.

slogan, n. — Earlier slogorn, fr. Gael, sluagh-

gairm, lit. 'army cry', fr. sluagh, 'host, army',

and gairm, 'noise, cry', which is rel. to Olr. gdir,

gairm, 'noise, cry'. See care, n.

sloid, n. — See sloyd.

sloka, n., distich {Sanskritprosody).— OI. slokah

'fame, repute; strophe, distich', rel. to OI.

srnoti, 'hears', fr. I.-E. base *k'leu-, *klu-, 'to

hear', whence also OS., OE. hlOd, 'loud'. See

loud and cp. sruti.

sloop, n., a kind of sailing vessel.— Du. sloep, ht.

'that which glides'. Cp. MLG. slupen, OE.
slupan, 'to slip, glide'. See sleeve and cp. shallop,

slop, 'pool of liquid', slop, 'loose garment'.

slop, n., pool of liquid. — ME. sloppe, fr. OE.
-stoppe (in cusloppe, 'cowslip, lit. cow's drop-

pings'), rel. to MLG. slippen, 'to glide, slide'. See

slip, v., and cp. cowslip, oxiip.

Derivatives: slop, intr. and tr. v., to spill, slopp-

ed, adj., slopp-ing, n., slopp-y, adj., slopp-i-ly,

adv., slopp-i-ness, n.

slop, n., a loose garment. — ME. sloppe, rel. to

OE. sWpan, 'to slip', and to sleeve (q.v.)

slop, n., policeman (slang). — Short for ecilop,

back spelling oi police.

slope, n. — Prob. back formation fr. OE. dslopen,

pp. of dslUpan, 'to slip away', fr. pref. a- (see

intensive pref. a-) and slupan, 'to slip'. See sleeve

and cp. aslope.

Derivatives : slope, adj. and intr. and tr. v., slop-

er, n., slop-ing, adj., slop-ing-ty, adv., slop-ing-

ness, n.

slosh, n. — A var. of slush.

Derivatives: slosh, v., slosh-er, n., slosh-y, adj.,

slosh-i-ness, n.

slot, n., track of a deer.— ME. esclot, fr. OF., fr.

ON. slod. Cp. sleuth. Cp. also next word.

Derivative: slot, tr. v., to follow the slot.

slot, n., aperture. — ME., fr. MF. esclot; deriva-

tively identical with prec. word.

Derivatives: slot, tr. v., slott-ed, adj., slott-er, n.

slot, n., bar bolt, bar. — ME., fr. MDu. (= Du.)

slot, rel. to ON. slot, OHG., MHG. i/oj, G.
Schloss, 'bolt, bar', and to OFris. sldta, Du.
sluiten, OHG. sliosan, MHG. sliesen, G. schlies-

sen, 'to shut, close', OS. slutil, 'key', and cog-

nate with Gk. y.Xdq, 'key', L. claudere, 'to shut,

close', cldvis, 'key', cldvus, 'nail'. See close, adj.

Derivative: slot, tr. v., to bolt.

sloth, n., laziness. — ME. slouthe, slowthe, fr.

slou, slow; see slow and subst. sufF. -th. Cp. the

collateral ME. form sleuth, fr. OE. slSwd, 'sloth',

fr. slaw, 'slow'.

Derivatives: sloth-ful, adj., sloth-ful-ly, adv.,

sloth-ful-ness, n.

sloth, n., a South American mammal. — From
prec. word ; so called because of its slow move-
ments. Cp. Sp. perezoso, 'slothful', used also to

denote the sloth.

slouch, n., an awkward person. — Fr. earlier

slouk, prob. of Scand. origin. Cp. Norw. dial, 'a

languid person', Dan. slukoret, 'with hanging
ears'. Cp. also slug, sluggard.

Derivatives: slouch, adj. and intr. and tr. v.,

slouch-er, n., slouch-ing, adj., slouch-ing-ly, adv.,

slouch-y, adj.

slough, n., a swamp. — ME. slogh, fr. OE. sloh,

'slough, mire', of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: slough-y, adj., slough-i-ness, n.

slough, n., the skin of a snake. — ME. slughe,

slouh, rel. to OS. slak, 'skin of a snake', MHG.
slUch, 'skin of a snake; winsekin', G. Schlauch,

'wineskin', fr. I.-E. base *sleug-, 'to glide',

whence also Du. sluiken, 'to sneak', sluik,

'stealthily', and prob. also Lith. sliauziu, siiauzti,

'to creep', sliuies (pi.), 'skates', Lett, sluzdt, 'to

slide, gUde', Russ. lyza, 'snowshoe, sledge run-

ner'.

Derivatives : slough, tr. v., to cast off; intr. v., to

be cast off (said esp. of the skin), slough-y, adj.

Slovak, n., one of the people inhabiting Slovakia,

i.e. the eastern part of Czechoslovakia; adj., of

Slovakia. — Fr. Slovak, the people's own name,
orig. meaning 'Slav'. See Slav and cp. Slovene.

Derivative: Slovak-ian, adj. and n.

sloven, n., an untidy or careless person. — ME.
sloveyn, a hybrid coined fr. Du. slof, 'careless',

and ME. suff. -ein, -eyn, fr. OF. -ain, fr. L. -dnus

(see -an).

Derivatives: sloven-ly, adj., sloven-li-ness, n.

Slovene, n., one of the Slav people inhabiting

Carinthia and Styria; adj., of Slovenia. — G.
Slowene, fr. the people's own name, orig. mean-
ing 'Slav'. See Slav and cp. Slovak. Cp. also

Slavonian.



Derivatives: Sloven-ian, adj. and n.

slow, adj. — ME. slow, fr. earlier slaw, fr. OE.

slaw, which is rel. to OS. sleu, 'blunt, dull',

MDu. slee, sleu, sleeu, Du. she, sleeuw, 'sour,

tart, blunt', OHG. sleo, 'blunt, dull', ON. sljor,

slSr, Dan. shv, Swed. slo, of s.m. ; not cogn.

with L. laevus, 'lefthand'. Cp. sloth.

Derivatives: slow, intr. and tr. v., slow, n. and

adv., slow-ish, adj., slow-ly, adv., slow-ness, n.

slowworm, n. — ME. slaworm, slowurm, fr. OE.

sldwyrm. The first element of this compound is

rel. to OE. sllw, sleo, 'tench', fr. I.-E. base *slei-,

'slime, slimy'. See slime and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For the second element see worm. E.

slowworm was influenced in form by slow.

sloyd, sloid, n., a system of manual training devel-

oped in Sweden. — Fr. Swed. slojd, 'skill, dex-

terity', which corresponds to ON. slsegd, 'sly-

ness'. See sleight.

slub, n., a roll of wool. — Of unknown origin.

Derivatives: slub, tr. v., to twist into a slub,

slubb-er, n., slubb-ing, n.

slubber, tr. and intr. v. — A var. of slobber.

Derivatives: slubber-er, n., slubber-ing, adj.,

slubber-ing-ly, adv.

sludge, n., soft mud. — ME. sluche. Cp. dial. E.

slud, 'mud', and E. slush.

Derivatives: sludge, tr. v., sludg-er, n., sludg-y,

adj.

slue, also slew, tr. and intr. v., to turn, twist. —
Of unknown origin.

slug, n., 1) a lazy fellow (now only dial); 2) a

small moUusk.— ME. slugge, 'sluggard', rel. to

sluggen, 'to be slothful' ; prob. of Scand. origin.

See slouch and cp. sluggard.

Derivatives: slug, v. (q.v.), slugg-ish, adj., slugg-

ish-ly, adv., slugg-ish-ness, n.

slug, intr. v., to be lazy (obsol.) — ME. sluggen,

'to be slothful', fr. slugge, 'sluggard'. See prec.

word.

slug, n., a small piece of metal; a roughly shaped

bullet.— Of uncertain origin
;
possibly identical

with prec. word and so called in allusion to its

shape.

sluggard, n. — ME. sluggart, fr. sluggen, 'to be

slothful'. See slug, v., and -ard.

Derivatives: sluggard, adj., sluggard-ly, adj.,

sluggard-li-ness, n.

sluice, n., an artificial passage for water. — ME.
scluse, fr. OF. escluse (F. ecluse), fr. WL.exclusa,

short for aqua excliisa, 'water shut out' (i.e. sep-

arated from the river), fem. pp. of excludere, 'to

shut out'. Cp. OProven?. escluza, which also de-

rives fr. VL. excliisa. MDu. sluse, sluise (whence

Du. sluis) is borrowed fr. F. ecluse, G. Schleuse

fr. MDu. sluse.

Derivatives: sluice, tr. and intr. v., sluic-er, n.,

sluic-ing, n., sluic-y, adj.

sluit, n., a ditch. — Du. shot, 'ditch'; according

to Pettman, assimilated in spelling to spruit,

which is used in South Africa to denote channels

of rain (see spruit).

slum, n. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: slum, intr. v., slumm-er, n., slumm-

ing, n.

slumber, intr. and tr. v. — ME. slumeren, slumb-

eren, heq. of stumen, 'to doze', fr. slume, 'slum-

ber', fr. OE. sluma, 'slumber', which is rel. to

MDu. slumen, slumeren, Du. sluimeren. Late

MHG. slummen, slummern, G. schlummern, 'to

slumber', and prob. also to Goth, slawan, 'to be

silent'.

Derivatives: slumber, n. (q.v.), slumber-er, n.,

slumber-ing, adj., slumber-ing-ly, adv., slumber-

ous (q.v.)

slumber, n.— ME. slummir, slumbir, fr. slumeren,

slumberen, 'to slumber'. See slumber, v.

slumberous, also slumbrous, adj. — ME. slum-

brous, fr. slumbir. See slumber, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: slumberous-ly, adv., slumberous-

ness, n.

slump, intr. and n. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

Norw. slump, 'plump'.

slung, past tense and pp. of sling. — ME. pp.

slunge(n), fr. OE. geslungen, pp. of slingan. See

sling, v.

slunk, past tense and pp. of slink. — ME. pp.

slunke{n), fr. OE. gesluncen, pp. of slincan. See

slink.

slur, tr. and intr. v., 1) to stain; 2) to pronounce

indistinctly. — Fr. ME. sloor, 'mud', fr. MDu.
sleuren, slooren, 'to trail in mud' (Du. sleuren,

'to trail, drag'), which is rel. to E. Fris. sWren,

'to go about carelessly', Norw. slora, 'to be

careless'.

Derivative: slur, n.

slush, n., 1) partly smelted snow; 2) soft mud. —
A var. of sludge.

Derivative: slush-y, adj.

slut, n., a slovenly woman; slattern.— ME. slutte,

rel. to ON. slota, 'to be idle', dial. Swed. sldta,

'an idle woman", slater, 'an idle fellow'.

Derivatives: slutt-ish, adj., slult-ish-ly, adv.,

slutt-ish-ness, n.

sly, adj. — ME. sleigh, slegh, sleh, fr. ON. slxgr,

'crafty, cunning', rel. to LG. slU (whence Du.

sluw, Dan. slu, Norw. slu, slug, Swed. slug, G.

schlau), "cunning, sly". These words prob. meant

orig. 'able to strike", and are rel. to OE. slean,

Goth, slahan, 'to strike"; see slay, v., and cp.

sleight. For sense development cp. MHG. ver-

slahen, 'to hide, cheat' (orig. 'to put aside by

striking', fr. slahen, 'to strike"), whence G. ver-

schlagen, 'cunning, sly", and schlagfertig, 'ready-

witted', lit. 'ready (fertig) to strike (schlagen)'.

Derivatives: sly-ish, adj., sli-ly, sly-ly, adv., sly-

ness, n.

slype, n., a covered passage way between the

transept and chapterhouse (arch.) — Of uncer-

tain origin.

smack, n., taste, flavor. — ME. smak, fr. OE.

smsec, 'taste, flavor', related to OFris. smaka,

Du. smaak, OHG., MHG. smac, G. Geschmack,

and cogn. with Lith. smaguriai, 'dainties',

smagUris, 'forefinger, index', prop, 'the nibbling

(finger)'.

smack, intr. v., to have a smack of, to taste of. —
ME. smaken, fr. smak, 'taste'. See prec. word.

smack, n., a sharp sound. — Of imitative origin.

Cp. Swed. smak, 'slap', Dan. smsek, 'smack,

rap', and Lith. smagiit, smogiaU, smogti, 'to

strike, knock down, whip', which all are imita-

tive.

smack, adv., suddenly. — Lit. 'with a smack,
sharply'. See prec. word.

smack, tr. v., to part (the lips) noisily; to slap;

intr. v., to make a sharp noise. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. Du smakken, 'to fling down', Dan.
smsekke, 'slam', and see smack, 'a sharp sound'.

See also smack, 'a sailing vessel".

Derivatives: smack-er, n., smack-ing, n. and
adj., smack-ing-ly, adv.

smack, n., a single-masted sailing vessel. — Du.
smak, fr. MDu. smakke (whence also LG.
smak, smakke, G. Schmacke, Dan. smakke,
Swed. smack, F. semaque, Sp. zumaca. It. se-

macca), fr. MDu. and MLG. smacken, 'to

slap' (the vessel was so called from the noise

made by its sails). See smack, 'to slap'.

Derivatives: smack-ful, adj., smack-ing, adj.

small, adj. — ME. smal, fr. OE. smxl, 'narrow,

slender; small', rel. to OS., Dan., Swed., MDu.,
Du., OHG., MHG. smal, G. schmal, 'narrow',

Goth, smalista, 'smallest', ON. small, 'small

cattle, sheep', and cogn. with Gk. (x-TjXov,

'sheep, goat' (prop, 'small cattle'), Arm. mal,

'sheep, ram', Olr., OCo., W. mil, 'a small ani-

mal', OSlav. mala, 'small', and prob. also with

L. malus, 'bad' (prop, 'insignificant, of inferior

value'). Cp. mal- and words there referred to.

Derivatives: small, n., small-ish, adj., small-

ness, n.

smallage, n., wild celery. — ME. smalege, fr.

earlier smalache, which is compounded oi smal,

'small', and F. ache, 'parsley', fr. L. apium. See

small and ache, 'parsley'.

smallpox, n. — Fr. earlier small pokkes, 'small

pox' ; so called in contradistinction to the 'great

pox', i.e. syphilis. See small and pox. For sense

development cp. F. petite verole, 'smallpox'.

smalt, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. smalto, which is of
Teut. origin. Cp. OHG., MHG. smalz, G.
Schmalz, 'melted fat', OHG. smelzan, MHG.
smelzen, G. schmelzen), 'to melt', and see smelt.

Cp. also enamel.

Derivative: smalt-er, n.

smaragd, n., an emerald. — ME. smaragde, fr.

OF. smaragde, fr. L. smaragdus, fr. Gk. djidpa-

fSo?. See emerald,

smaragdite, n., a green variety of amphibole. —
F., formed with subst. sufl". -ite fr. Gk. ajiaca-

ySoc, 'emerald'. See prec. word,

smart, intr. v. — ME. smerten, fr. OE. smeorlan,

rel. to MDu. smerten, smarten, Du. smarten,

OHG. smerzan, MHG. smerzen, G. sckmerzen,

'to pain', orig. to bite*, rel. to LG. murten, 'to

fall to pieces, to decay', and cogn. with Gk.
n(i£p8v6s, CTfiEpSaXsoi;, 'terrible, fearful", lit.

'rubbing, crushing", OL mardayati, 'grinds,

rubs, crushes', mdrdati, mrdndti, 'presses, rubs'.

Arm. mart, 'combat, fight'. L. mordere, 'to

bite", Lett, merdet, 'to waste, emaciate; to starve

(tr.); fr. I.-E. base *is)mer-d-, a -(/-enlargement

of base *(s)mer-, 'to rub, pound, consume, wear
away, exhaust, worry; to be consumed", whence
Gk. (iapaivEiv, 'to waste away". Cp. smart, n.

and adj. Cp. also almuerzo, amaranth, ambrosia,
amrita, mar, marasmus, marble, marcid, mar-
moreal, morbid, morceau, mordant, mordent,
morsel, mortal, mortar, murder, murrain, pre-

morse, remorse, smorzando.

Derivatives: smart, adj. (q.v.), smart, adv.,

smart-ing, adj., smart-ing-ly, adv., smart-en, tr.

v., smart-y, adj.

smart, n. — ME. smert, fr. OE. smeart, rel. to

MDu. smerte, smarte, Du. smart, OHG. smerzo,
MHG. smerze, G. Schmerz, 'pain', and to OE.
smeortan, 'to smart, pain'. See smart, v.

smart, adj. — ME. smerte, 'painful', fr. OE.
smeart. See smart, n.

Derivatives: smart-ly, adv., smart-ness, n.

smash, tr. and intr. v. and n. — A blend of
smack and mash.

Derivatives: smash, adv. (colloq.), smash-age,

n., smash-er, n. smash-ery, n., smash-ing, adj.,

smash-ing-ly, adv.

smatter, intr. v., to talk with a superficial knowl-
edge. — ME. smateren, 'to make a noise', of
imitative origin. Cp. Swed. smattra, 'to crackle'.

Derivatives: smatter-er, n., smatter-ing, n. and
adj., smatter-ing-ly, adv., smatter-y, adj.

smear, n. — ME. smere, fr. OE. smeoru, smeru,

'fat, grease', rel. to OS., OHG. smero, ON.
smjor, srnor, Dan. smer, Swed. smiir, MDu.
smere, Du. smeer, MHG. smer, G. Schmer,
'grease, fat', Goth, smairpr, 'fatness', fr. I.-E.

*smeru-, 'grease', whence also Gk. [lupov, 'un-

guent, balsam', (xupii^Eiv, cjfxupii^Eiv, 'to rub with

ointment' (but not ti(.iijpi<;, 'emery', see emery),

Toch. B. ^mare, 'smooth', Olr. smi(u)r, 'mar-

row', W. mer, of s.m., and perh. also Lith.

smdrsas, 'fat'. Cp. Myristica, Amyris, and the

first element in myrobalan, Myroxylon. Cp. also

medulla.

Derivatives: smear, v. (q.v.), smear-y, adj.,

smear-less, adj., smear-i-ness, n.

smear, tr. v. — ME. smeren, fr. OE. smervan,

smiervan, rel. to ON. smyrva, smyrja, Dan.
smere, Swed. smorja, Du. smeren, OHG. smir-

wen, MHG. smir(we)n, G. schmieren, 'to smear',

and to OE. smeoru, smeru, 'fat, grease'. See
smear, n.

Derivatives: smear-ed, adj., smear-er, n.

smectic, adj., purifying. — L. smecticus, 'cleans-

ing", fr. Gk. ojinixTiKo?, fr. <i[i,7)XT6?, verbal

adj. of cs\L-r{/[e\.yi, 'to cleanse'. See smegma and
-ic.

smectite, n., a claylike mineral. — Gk. opiiQXTti;,



'fuller's earth', fr. cixYi/siv, 'to cleanse'. See

prec. word and subst. suff. -ite.

smee, n. — A var. of smew,

smegma, n., soapy matter secreted from the

glands. — L., fr. Gk. cr^^Yt^«> 'soap', fr.

o[j.yjXEiv, 'to wipe off, wipe, clean, cleanse', fr.

(jfiasiv, Att. CTfJLvjv, 'to rub, wipe', fr. I.-E. base

*(s)mei-, 'to rub', whence also Czech smetana,

'cream', MDu., MHG. smant, of s.m., and

E. smite (q.v.) For the ending see suff. -ma.

smell, tr. and intr. v. — ME. smellen, smullen,

not found in OE., rel. to LG. smelen, Du.

smeulen, 'to smolder', and to E. smolder (q.v.)

Derivatives: smell-able, adj., smell-ed, adj.,

smell-er, n., smelt-ing, n.

smell, n. — ME. smel, smul, fr. smellen, smullen.

See smell, v.

Derivatives: smell-ful, adj., smell-y, adj.

smelt, tr. and intr. v., to melt. — Prob. fr. MDu.
(= Du.) smelten, which is rel. to OHG. smelzan,

MHG. smelzen, G. schmelzen, Dan. smelte,

Swed. smdtta, Norw. smelta, 'to melt', and to

OE. melta, 'to melt'. See melt and cp. smalt.

Derivatives: smelt-er, n., smelt-ery, n.

smelt, n., a small edible fish.— ME., fr. OE., rel.

to Du., Dan. smelt, 'smelt', Norw. smelta,

'whiting', and to E. smelt, 'to melt' ; the fish was

called after its soft fiesh. See prec. word and cp.

smolt.

smew, n., seaduck. — Rel. to the first element in

Du. smient, Fris. sment, 'smew'. The second ele-

ment in these words is rel. to ON. ond, OE.

sined, OHG. anut, 'duck', and cogn. with L.

anas, of s.m. (see Anas).

Smilacaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. L. smilax, smilacis, 'bind-

weed'. See smilax and -aceae.

smilacaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

Smilaclna, n., a genus of plants, the false Solo-

mon's seal (60?.) — ModL., fr. L. smilax, gen.

smilacis. See next word.

smilax, n., 1) (cap.) a genus of plants, the green

brier (hot.); 2) a twining vine of East Africa.

— L. smilax, 'bindweed', fr. Gk. cjiUaS, which

is rel. to \iVKxt, of s.m.

smile, intr. and tr. v. — ME. smilen, rel. to OE.

smerian, 'to laugh at', Dan. smile, Swed.,

Norw. smila, LG. smilen, OHG. smieron, MHG.
smielen, smieren, 'to smile', fr. L-E. base *(s)mei-,

*(s)mi-, 'to smile, to be astonished', whence also

L. minis (for *smei-ros), 'wonderful'. See mir-

acle and cp. smirk.

Derivatives: smile, n., smile-ful, adj., smile-ful-

ness, n., smil-er, n., smil-ing, adj., smit-ing-ly,

adv., smil-ing-ness, n.

smirch, tr. v., to soil.— A blend ofsmear and OF.

esmorcher, esmorcer, 'to torment", orig. 'to bite;

to cause to bite". OF. esmorcer is compounded

of pref. es- (fr. L. ex) and L. morsus, pp. of mor-

dere, 'to bite'. See 1st ex- and morsel and cp. F.

amorcer, 'to bait', fr. VL. *admordere, which

corresponds to L. admordere, 'to bite at', fr.

ad- and mordere.

Derivative: smirch, n.

smirk, intr. v., to smile affectedly. — ME. smir-

ken, fr. OE. smearcian, smercian; formed fr.

L-E. base *(s)mei-, *{s)mi-, 'to smile' (see

smile), with intensive suff. -k. The same suff.

appears in the verbs lurk, stalk, talk.

Derivative; smirk, n.

smite, tr. and intr. v. — ME. smiten, fr. OE. smi-

tan, 'to daub, smear', rel. to Swed., Norw.,

smita, Dan. smide, 'to smear, fling', OFris.

smita, MLG., MDu. smiten, 'to cast, fling', Du.

smijten, 'to throw, fling', OHG. smi^an, 'to rub,

strike', MHG. smisen, 'to smear, cast, fling',

G. schmeifien, 'to cast, fling', Goth, bi-

smeitan, ga-smeitan, 'to spread, smear', fr.

*smeid-, -rf-enlargement of l.-E. base *sme(i)-,

'to smear, rub'. The unenlarged base *(s)mei-

appears in Gk. a[xao>, (J|i.5jv, 'to anoint, smear,

rub, wipe, cleanse', <J[X7)|jta, 'unguent', ajxrixEiv,

'to clear off, soap, purge', L. macula for *(s)m^t-

Id, 'spot, mark'; cp. macula, mackle, mail,

'armor", smectic, smectite, smegma. Cp. also

mission. The original meaning ofbase *(s)me(,i)-,

prob. was 'to throw', orig. 'to throw (mud) at

the wall', whencedeveloped the secondary mean-

ing 'to besmear, rub'.

Derivatives: smite, n., smit-er, n.

smith, n. — ME., fr. OE. smid, rel. to OS. smith,

ON. smidr, Dan., Swed. smed, OFris. smith,

OHG. smid, MHG. smit, G. Schmied, Goth.

-smipa in aiza-smipa, 'coppersmith', and to

OHG. smida, 'metal', smeidar, 'worker in met-

al', fr. L-E. base *smei-, *smi-, 'to carve, cut',

whence also Gk. rsixtkri, 'knife, graving tool,

chisel', CTuiv'jY), 'a two-pronged hoe or mat-

tock'.

smith, tr. v. — ME. smithen, fr. OE. smidian, fr.

smid. See smith, n.

Derivatives: smith-er, n., smith-ery, n., smithy

(q.v.)

smithereens, n. pi., fragments. — Ir. smidirin,

dimin. of smiodar, 'fragment', which is of un-

certain origin. For the ending cp. colleen.

smithite, n., a silver sulfantimonite (mineral.) —
Named after the English scientist C.F. Herbert

Smith (died in 1953). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

smithsonite, n., a zinc carbonate (mineral.) —
Named after James Smithson (1765-1829),

founder of the Smithsonian Institute at Wash-

ington, D.C. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

smithy, n. — ME., fr. ON. smidja, fr. smidr,

'smith'; rel. to OE. smidde, OHG. smitta,

MHG. smitte, G. Schmiede. See smith, n. and

subst. suff. -y.

smitten, pp. of smite. — ME. smiten, fr. OE. ge-

smiten, pp. of smitan. See smite,

smock, n., a loose overgarment.— ME. smok, fr.

OE smoc(c), rel. to ON. smokkr, OHG. smoccho,

'smock', and to OE. smUgan, 'to creep into',

snafu

ON. smiuga, 'to creep through a narrow open-
ing', Du. smuigen, MHG. smiegen, G. schmie-

gen, 'to cling to, press close, nestle' (whence
the intensive verbs MHG. smiicken, resp. G.
schmiicken, 'to adorn'), fr. I.-E. base *smeugh-,
'to press', whence also OSlav. smykati s(, 'to

creep', Lett, smaugs, 'slender, slim, svelte'. Cp.
smug, smuggle.

Derivatives: smock, tr. and intr. v., smock-ing,

n.

smog, n. (U.S.A.) — A blend formed—after

Lewis Carrol's example—from smoke and fog.

smoke, n. — ME., fr. OE. smoca, 'to smoke', rel.

to MLG., MDu. smooc, Du. smook, 'smoke',

MHG. smouch, G. Schmauch, and to OE. smeo-
can, 'to smoke', fr. I.-E. base *smeug(h)-,

*smeuqh-, 'to smoke; smoke', whence also Arm.
mux (gen. mxoy), 'smoke', Gk. ajxij/stv, 'to

burn with a smoldering flame', Lith. smdugiu,
smdugti, 'to choke' (with smoke), Olr. much,
W. mwg, 'smoke'.

Derivatives: smoke-less, adj., smoke-less-ly,

adv., smoke-less-ness, n., smok-y, adj., smok-i-

ly, adv., smok-i-ness, n.

smoke, intr. and tr. v. — ME. smoken, fr. OE.
smocian, fr. smoca, 'smoke', Cp. OE. smeocan,
smiecan, 'to smoke', MLG., MDu. smoken, Du.
smoken, G. schmauchen, of s.m., and see smoke,
n.

Derivatives: smok-er, n., smok-ing, adj. and n.

smolder, smoulder, intr. v., to burn without flame.

— ME. smolderen, prob. dissimilated fr. smorth-

eren. See smother, v.

Derivative: smolder, smoulder, n.

smolt, n., a salmon in its second year. — Prob. in

gradational relationship to smelt, name of a

fish.

smooth, adj. — ME. smothe, fr. OE. smod, in

gradational relationship to smede, whence
ME. smethe (whence dial, smeeth), 'smooth' ; of
uncertain origin.

Derivatives: smooth, tr. and intr. v., n. and
adv., smooth-en, tr. and intr. v., smooth-er, n.,

smooth-ish, adj., smooth-ly, adv., smooth-ness, n.

smorzando, adj., becoming slower (musical direc-

tion). — It., lit. 'becoming reduced in intensity',

gerund of smorzare, 'to reduce in intensity, to

dull (a sound)', fr. pref. s- (fr. L. ex, 'out of,

from'), and morte, 'death' (fr. L. mortem, ace.

of mors). — See 1st ex- and mortal,

smote, past tense of smite. — ME. smoot, fr. OE.
smat, past tense of smitan. See smite,

smother, n., thick, suffocating smoke, dust, etc.

— ME., fr. earlier smorther, fr. OE. smorian, 'to

choke, suff^ocate', rel. to LG. smoren, of s.m.

(whence G. schmoren, 'to stew'). Cp. smolder.

Derivatives: smother-y, adj., smother-i-ness, n.

smother, tr. and intr. v., to suffocate. — ME.
smotheren, fr. earlier smortheren, fr. smorther.

See prec. word.

Derivatives: smother-ation, n., smother-er, n.,

smother-ing, adj., smother-ing-ly, adv.

smoulder, n. — A var. of smolder.

smouse, smouch, n., a Jew (slang.) — Du. smous,
fr. G. Schmus, 'talk', fr. G. Slang schmuofi, fr.

Yiddish schmuofi, ft. Heb. sh^mU'oth, pi. of
sh^mu'd'', 'report, news', fr. shdmd\ 'he heard'.

See Shema.

smriti, n., inspiration, tradition; the second class

of the shastras (Hindu law). — OI. smrtih, 'that

which is remembered', rel. to smdrati, 'remem-
bers', Avestic maraiti, of s.m., fr. I.-E. base
*(s)mer-, 'to care for, remember, be anxious
about', whence also Gk. jjilpi^va, 'care,

thought', L. memor, 'mindful, remembering',
Goth, maurnan, OE. murnan, 'to be anxious
for'. See memory and cp. words there referred

to.

smudge, n. and tr. and intr. v. — ME. smogen,
'to smear'; a later var. of smutch; related to

smut (q.v.)

Derivatives: smudge, tr. and intr. v., smudg-ed,
adj., smudg-ed-ly, adv., smudg-er, n.

smug, adj. — LG. smuk, 'neat, smart, trim', fr.

MLG., fr. smucken, 'to adorn', which is rel. to

MHG. smiicken, of s.m. See smock and cp. next
word.

Derivatives: smug, n., smugg-ery, n., smugg-ish,
adj., smugg-ish-ness, n., smug-ly, adv., smug-
ness, n.

smuggle, tr. and intr. v. — LG. smuggeln, rel. to

Dan. smugle, Norw. smugla, Swed. smuggla,

Norw. smokla, Du. smokkelen, 'to smuggle',

and to OE. smugan, 'to creep'. See smock
and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: smuggl-er, n., smuggt-ing, n.

smut, n., 1) soot; 2) smudge. ^ LG. smutt, rel.

to MHG. smuz, 'grease, dirt', G. Schmutz,
'dirt', MHG. smutzen, G. schmutzen, 'to make
dirty', ME. smoten, bi-smoteren, of s.m. See
mother, 'dregs', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: smut, tr. and intr. v., smutt-er, n.,

smutt-y, adj., smutt-i-ly, adv., smutt-i-ness, n.

smutch, n. and tr. v. — See smudge.

Derivative: smutch-y, adj.

snack, intr. v., 1) to snatch something with the

teeth (dial.); 2) to lunch; tr. v., to seize by
snatching (chiefly Scot.) — ME. snaken, fr.

MDu. snacken, 'to seize, snatch'. See snatch and
cp. snack,

snack, n., 1) a share; 2) a light meal. — ME.
snake, fr. snaken. See snack, v.

snafSe, n., a kind of bridle bit. — Prob. ft. Du.
snavel, 'beak; horse's muzzle', which is rel. to

OFris. snavel, 'mouth', OHG. snabul, MHG.
snavel, G. Schnabel, 'beak; face', MLG., MDu.
nebbe, 'beak', OE. nebb. ON. nef, 'beak, nose',

Du. sneb, 'beak', ON. snlpa, 'snipe', fr. I.-E.

base *snab-, 'beak; to snatch with the beak, to

snap', whence also Lith. snapas, 'beak, bill'. Cp.
neb and words there referred to.

Derivative: snaffle, tr. v.

snafu, (Mil. Slang) adj., in confusion; n., confu-
sion; tr. v., to throw into confusion. — Formed
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from the initials of the words situation /lormal

all/ouled «p.

snag, n., a sharp projection. — Of Scand. origin;

cp. dial. Norw. snag, 'a projecting point;

stump, spike', ON. snagi, 'clothes peg'.

Derivatives: snag, tr. v., saagg-ed, adj., snugg-

er, n., snagg-y, adj.

snaU, n. — ME., fr. OE. snuegel, snegel, snsegl,

rel. to OS. snegil, ON. snigill, MHG. snegel,

dial. G. Schnegel, OHG. snecko, MHG.
snecke, G. Schnecke, 'snail', ON. snakr, snokr,

OE. snaca, 'snake', fr. I.-E. base *sneg-, *sneq-,

'to creep', whence also OHG. snahhan, 'to creep',

Olr. snaighim, 'I creep', Lith. snake, 'snail'.

Cp. snake, sneak, snorkel.

Derivatives: snail, v., snail-ery, n., snail-ish,

adj., snail-ish-ly, adv., snail-like, adj., snail-y,

adj.

snake, n. — ME., fr. OE. inaca, rel. to ON.

inafer, snokr, 'snake', Swed. snok, MLG. snake

(whence G. Schnake), 'ring snake'; lit. 'the

creeping animal', fr. I.-E. base *sneg-, *sneq-, 'to

creep'. See snail and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: snake, tr. and intr. v., snak-ery, n.,

snak-ing, adj. and n., snak-ish, snak-y, adjs.

snap, tr. and intr. v. — Du. snappen, fr. MDu.,

rel. to MHG. snappen, G. schnappen, fr. I.-E.

base *snab-, 'beak; to snatch with the beak, to

snap", whence also OFris., MDu. snavel, 'beak,

bill'. See snaffle and cp. schnapper, schnapps.

Derivatives: snap, n., adj. and adv. snapp-er, n.,

snapp-ing, adj., snapp-ish, adj., smpp-ish-ly,

adv., snapp-ish-ness, n., snapp-y, adj., snapp-i-ly,

adv., snapp-i-ness, n.

snaphance, n., 1) an armed marauder (obsol.); 2)

a kind of flintlock. — Fr. Du. snaphaan, 'mus-

ket, firelock', lit. 'a snapping cock'. See snap

and hen.

snapper, n., 1) a person or animal that snaps; 2)

any of a group of seafish. — Formed fr. the

verb snap with agential suff. -er. Cp. schnapper.

snare, n. — ME., fr. OE. sneare, fr. ON. snara,

'snare, noose, halter', rel. to MDu. snare, Du.

snaar, OHG., MHG. snare, and in gradational

relationship to MDu., Du. snoer, OHG., MHG,
snuor, G. Schnur, 'noose, cord'. All these words

are derivatives of I.-E. base *(s)ner-, 'to turn,

twist, bind together', whence also OHG. narwa,

MHG. narwe, G. Narbe, 'a scar', orig. 'con-

traction of the skin over a wound', Lith. ndras,

'loop", nerii, 'to thread (a needle)', nar-va, 'cell

of the queen bee', Lett, nars, ndre, 'ferrule'. Cp.

the related base *(s)ner-q-, whence Gk. vapxr;,

'cramp, numbness'. Arm. nergew, 'fine, thin,

tender, slim", prop, 'twisted up, shriveled up".

Cp. snarl, ensnare. Cp. also narcotic, narrow.

Derivatives: snare, tr. v., snar-er, n., snare-less,

adj., snar-ing-ly, adv.

snark, n., an imaginary creature. — Coined (as a

blend of snake and shark) by Lewis Carrol (pen

name for Charles L. Dodgson) in The Hunting

of the Snark.

snarl, intr. and tr. v., to growl. — Freq. of earlier

snar, which is related to MDu., MHG. snarren,

G. schnarren, 'to rattle', ME. sneren, 'to scorn',

MHG. snurren, G. schnurren, 'to hum, buzz',

from the I.-E. imitative base *sner-, *snur-. Cp.

sneer, snore, snort.

Derivatives : snarl, n., snarl-er, n., snarl-ing, adj.,

snarl-ing-ly, adv., snarl-ish, adj., snarl-y, adj.

snarl, n., tangle. — Formed fr. snare with dimin.

suff. -le.

Derivatives; snarl, tr. and intr. v., snarl-y, adj.

snatch, tr. and intr. v.— ME. snacchen, snecchen,

rel. to MDu. snacken, Du. snakken, 'to seize,

snatch; to gasp'. Cp. snack, sneck.

Derivatives: snatch, n., snatch-ing, adj., snatch-

ing-ly, adv., snatch-y, adj., snatch-i-ty, adv.

snath, also snathe, n., scythe, shaft. — ME.

snede, fr. OE. snsed, 'morsel', lit. 'something

cut off', from the stem ofsnidan, 'to cut', which

is rel. to OS. snithan, ON. snlda, OFris. snltha,

MDu. snlden, Du. snijden, OHG. snldan, MHG.
sniden, G. schneiden, Goth, sneipan, 'to cut', fr.

I.-E. base *sneit-, 'to cut', whence also Czech

snet, 'bough, branch', Ir. sneid, 'small', lit. 'cut

short'. Cp. schnitzel, snick and snee and the

second element in specktioneer.

sneak, intr. and tr. v. — Related to OE. snican,

ME. sniken, 'to creep, crawl', and to E. snail,

snake.

Derivatives: sneak, n., sneak-er, n., sneak-ing,

adj., sneak-ing-ly, adv., sneak-ing-ness, n.,

sneak-ish, adj., sneak-ish-ly , adv., sneak-ish-

ness, n., sneak-y, adj.

sneck, n., latch or catch of a door or window

(chiefly Scot, and dial English). — ME. snekke,

snekk, rel. to snecchen, snacchen, 'to snatch'.

See snatch and cp. snack.

Derivatives: sneck, tr. and intr. v., sneck-er, n,

sneer, intr. and tr. v. — ME. sneren, 'to scorn',

rel. to Dan. snserre, 'to grin like a dog', MDu.,

MHG. snarren, 'to rattle". See snarl and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives : sneer, n., sneer-er, n,. sneer-ful, adj.,

sneer-ful-ness, n., sneer-ing, adj., sneer-ing-ly,

adv., sneer-y, adj.

sneeze, intr. v.— ME. snesen, assimilated fr. ME.

fnesen, fr. OE. fneosan, which is rel. to MDu.

fniesen, Du. fniezen, 'to sneeze', ON. fnysa, 'to

snort', and to ON. hnjosa, Swed. nysa, 'to

sneeze", MDu. niesen, Du. niezen, OHG. niosan,

MHG., G. niesen, 'to sneeze'; of imitative ori-

gin. These words are not cognate with Gk. rtveJv

"to breathe", which, however, is also of imita-

tive origin.

Derivatives: sneeze, n., sneez-er, n., sneez-ing,

n., sneez-y, adj.

sneU, n. , a short line of gut.—Of uncertain origin.

sneU, adj., quick, nimble (dial.)— ME. snel, snell,

fr. OE. snel, snell, 'brave, quick, active, strong',

rel. to OS. snel, snell, 'fresh, vigorous', MDu.

snel, snell, Du. snel, 'lively, quick', OHG.,

MHG. snel, snell, 'brave, quick, strong', G.
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schnell, 'quick', ON. snjallr, 'bold, able, valiant'.

It. snello, 'quick', is a Teut. loan word.

snick, tr. v., to cut. — Prob. back formation fr.

snick and snee.

Derivative: snick, a small cut.

snick and snee, also snicker snee, intr. v., to fight

with knives. — For stick and snee (the st- of

stick having been assimilated to the sn- of snee),

fr. Du. steken en snijden, 'to stab and cut'. See

stick and snath,

snicker, intr. v., to laugh in a partly suppressed

manner; to giggle; n., a half-suppressed laugh;

a giggle. — Of imitative origin. Cp. snigger,

snide, adj., spurious; mean; base; n., a snide

person or thing. — Of uncertain origin.

Snider, n., a kind of rifle. — Named after its in-

ventor, the American Jacob Snider (died in

1866).

sniff, intr. and tr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

snuff, snuffle, snivel.

Derivatives: sniff, n., sniff-er, n., sniff-ing, adj.,

sniff-ing-ly, adv., sniff-ish, adj., sniff-ish-ness, n.

snifting valve. — The first word is pres. part, of

snift, a dialectal form of sniff,

snigger, intr. v. and n. — A var. of snicker.

Derivatives: snigger-er, n., snigger-ing, adj.,

snigger-ing-ly, adv.

sniggle, intr. v., to fish for eels. — Formed fr.

dial, snig (fr. ME. snygge), 'eel', with verbal

suff. -le.

snip, tr. and intr. v. — Derived from, or rel. to,

Du. snippen, 'to snap', which is of imitative

origin.

Derivatives: snip, n., 1) a small piece nipped

off; 2) a tailor (archaic), snipp-ing, n.

snipe, n. — ME., fr. ON. -snipa (in myri-snlpa,

lit. 'moor snipe'), which is rel. to OS. sneppa,

MDu. snippe, Du. snip, OHG. snepfa, MHG.
snepfe, G. Schnepfe, 'snipe', and to OFris.,

MDu. snavel, OHG. snabul, 'beak'. The bird is

called after its long beak. See snaffle.

Derivatives: snipe, intr. and tr. v., snip-er, n.,

snip-ish, adj.

snippet, n., a small fragment. — Formed fr. the

noun snip (see snip) with the dimin. suff. -et.

Derivative: snippet-y, adj.

snitch, n., 1) the nose; 2) an informer. — Of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives: snitch, intr. and tr. v., snitch-er, a.

snite, tr. v., to blow the nose; intr. v., to blow
(the nose) (Scot, and dial.)— Ui.. sniten, fr. OE.
snytan, rel. to ON. snyta, Swed. snyla, Dan.
snyde, MDu. snuten, Du. snuiten, OHG. snUzen,

MHG. sniuzen, G. schneuzen, 'to blow one's

nose', and to £. snot, snoot, snout (qq.v.)

snivel, intr. v., to run at the nose. — ME. sne-

velen, snivelen, fr. OE. *snyflan (whence snyflung,

'running of the nose'), fr. snoft, 'mucus of the

nose'; of imitative origin. Cp. sniff, snuff,

snuffle.

Derivatives: snivel, n., snivel-ed, adj., snivel-er,

n., snivel-ing, n., snivel-y, adj.

snob, n. — Of uncertain origin. The original

meaning of this word was 'cobbler's appren-

tice'. Ernest Weekley in his Etymological Dic-

tionary of Modern English, 1369 s.v. snob com-
pares snip, 'a tailor', and suggests that snob is

rel. to the verb snub in its primary sense 'to cut

short'.

Derivatives: snobb-ery, n., snobb-ish, adj.,

snobb-ish-ly, adv., snobb-ish-ness, n., snobb-ism,

n.

snood, n., band, fillet. — OE. snod, rel. to Swed.
snod(d), 'string, cord', and cogn. with Lett.

sndte, 'a linen cover', Olr. snathe, 'thread', fr.

I.-E. base *(s)ne-, 'to spin, sew with a needle'.

See needle and cp. words there referred to.

snook, n., name of various sea fishes. — Du.
snoek, 'pike, snook', fr. MDu. snoec, 'pike'.

snook, intr. v., to smell, sniff (Scot.) — Of imita-

tive origin. Cp. MHG. snouken, 'to smell, sniff',

whence the German verb schnokern, 'to snuffle'.

Derivative: snook, n.

snooker pool. — Of uncertain origin.

snoop, intr. v., to pry; tr. v., to pry into. — Du.
snoepen, 'to eat something on the sly, to eat

sweets', of imitative origin.

Derivatives: snoop-er, n., snoop-y, adj.

snoot, n., face, grimace. — ME. snute, rel. to

MLG. snUte, 'snout', and to E. snout (q.v.)

Derivatives: snoot, tr. and intr. v., snoot-y, adj.

snooze, intr. v., to doze; n., a short sleep (colloq.)

— Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: snooz-er, n., snooz-y, adj.

snore, intr. and tr. v. — ME. snoren, rel. to

MLG., MDu., MHG. snarren, G. schnarren, 'to

rattle', Du. snorren, MHG. snurren, G. schnur-

ren, 'to hum, buzz, drone', from the I.-E. imi-

tative base *sner-, *snur-. Cp. sneer. Cp. also

Du. snorken, MHG. snarchen, G. schnarchen,

Swed. snarka, dial. Norw. snerka, 'to snore',

Lett, snirguot, 'to sob, to spit like a goose',

Lith. snarglps, Lett, snurgalas, 'mucus' (prop,

'that which rattles'), which are g- enlargements

of the imitative base above mentioned. Cp.
next word. For other enlargements of the same
base see snarl, snort.

Derivatives: snore, n., snor-er, n., snor-ing, adj.,

snor-ing-ly, adv.

snorkel, n., a device for submarines. — G.
Schnorchel, 'air intake, snort, snorkel', fr. dial.

G., 'snout', fr. schnorchen, 'to snore', a collater-

al form of G. schnarchen, 'to snore'. See snore,

snort, intr. and tr. v. — ME. snorten, fr. LG.
snorten, which is rel. to ME. snoren, 'to snore'.

See snore.

Derivatives: snort, n., snort-er, n., snort-ing,

adj., snort-ing-ly, adv., snort-y, adj.

snot, n., mucus from the nose (vulg.) — ME., fr.

OE. gesnot, rel. to OFris. snotta, MLG., MDu.
snotte, MDu., Du. snot, MLG. snUte, and to

next word.

Derivatives: snot, tr. and intr. v., snott-er, n.,

snott-y, adj.
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snout, n. — ME. snute, snoute, rel. to MLG.
sniite, Du. snuit, G. Schnauze, Norw. snut, Dan.

snude, 'snout', ON. snyta, OE. snytan, OHG.
sniizen, 'to blow the nose', prop, 'to drip mu-

cus', fr. I.-E. base *sneu-, 'to flow", whence also

Mir. snuad, 'river', Gk. vesiv (fut. vEUCTO[jLat),

'to swim'. Base *sneu-, is rel. to base *snau-, 'to

flow', seen in Ol. smti, 'bathes', L. ndre, 'to

swim'. See natation, and cp. snite, snoot, snot,

schnauzer.

Derivatives : snout, tr. and intr. v., snout-ed, adj.,

snout-er,n., snout-ish, adj., snout-y, adj.

snow, n. — ME. snaw, snow, fr. OE. sndw, which

is rel. to OS., OHG. sneo, OFris., MLG., MHG.
sne, MDu. snee, Du. sneeuw, G. Schnee, ON.
snjor, snjdr, sn^r, Dan. sne, Swed. sno, Goth.

snaiws, 'snow', OE., OHG. sniwan, MDu. snu-

wen, snouwen, Du. sneeuwen, MHG. snien, G.

schneien, 'to snow', fr. I.-E. base *snoig^hos,

'snow', resp. *sneig^-, 'to snow', whence also

Lith. sniegas, Lett, sniegs, OPruss. snaygis,

OSlav. snegu, Gk. vicpa, 'snow', Homeric Gk.

V19ET6;, 'falling snow, snowstorm', ayav-vi90(;,

'much snowed on", L. nix, gen. nivis, Olr.

snechti (pi.), Mir. snechta, W. nyf, 'snow',

Olr. snige, 'drop, rain', Avestic snaezaiti,

Gk. V£t9si, vi(p£i, L. nivit, Lith. sniega (inf.

sniegti), Olr. snigid, 'it snows', W. nyfio, 'to

snow', and, with presential n: L. ninguit, Lith.

sninga (inf smgti), 'it snows'. Cp. neve, nival,

Nivose, nlvosity.

Derivatives: snow, intr. and tr. v., snow-y, adj.,

snow-i-ly, adv., snow-i-ness, n.

snow, n., a kind of vessel (naut.) — Du. snauw,

fr. LG. snau, 'beak'. Accordingly snow prop,

means 'a beak-shaped vessel'. See snaffle and

words there referred to. F., It. and Port, senau

and Dan., Swed. snau are Dutch loan words.

snub, tr. v., 1) to check; 2) to treat with scorn. —
ME. snubben, fr. ON. snubba, 'to chide, rebuke',

rel. to Dan. snubbe, Swed. snubba, of s.m. The

primary sense of these words was 'to nip off,

cut short'. Cp. snob.

Derivatives ; snub, n. and adj
.
, snubb-er, n.

,

snubb-ish, adj., snubb-ish-ly, adv., snubb-ish-

ness, n., snubb-y, adj., snubb-i-ness, n.

snuff, tr. and intr. v., to sniff. — MDu. snoffen,

snuffen (Du. snuffen), rel. to Late MHG.
snupfe, G. Schnupfen, 'cold in the head' ; of imi-

tative origin. Cp. sniff, snivel, snuffle.

Derivatives: snujf, n., a snitf, smiff-ing, adj.,

snuff-ing-ly, adv., snuff-y, adj.

snuff, n., wick of candle. — Fr. snuff, 'a sniff'. See

prec. word.

Derivatives: snuff, tr. v., to nip off the snuff"

of a candle, snuff-er, n., snuff-ing, n.

snuff, n., powdered tobacco. — Du. snuf, snuif,

shortened fr. snuftabak, snuiftabak, lit. 'tobacco

for sniffing". See snuff, 'to sniff'.

Derivatives: snuff, intr. v., to inhale powdered

tobacco, snuff-er, n., snuff-y, adj., snuff-i-ness, n.

snuffle, intr. and tr. v. — Freq. of snuff, 'to sniff'.

Cp. G. schniiffeln and see snivel. For the ending

see freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives: snuffle, n., snuffle-er, n.

snug, adj., 1) cozy; 2) neat, trim.— Of Scand. ori-

gin; cp. Swed. snygg, 'neat, tidy', dial. Dan.

sn0g, of s.m., ON. snoggr, 'smooth-haired'. Cp.

snuggle.

Derivatives: snug, n., and intr. and tr. v., snugg-

ery, n., snug-ly, adv., snug-ness, n.

snuggle, intr. and tr. v., to cuddle; to nestle. —
Freq. of the verb snug. See snug and freq. suff.

-le.

Derivative: snuggle, n.

so, adv., pron., and conj. — ME. so, sa, swa, fr.

OE. swa, 'so', rel. to OS., MDu., OHG., MHG.
so, ON. svd, so, Dan. saa, Swed. sa, Norw. so,

OFris. sa, so, Du. zo, G. so, 'so', Goth, swa, 'so',

swe, 'as', and cogn. with Gk. to? (for *(rf(ic),

'as', OL. sudd, 'so', Oscan. svai, suae, 'if, Umbr.
sue, 'if. All these words are derivatives of the

I.-E. reflexive pronominal base *swe-, *se-,

whence also L. se, 'himself, herself, itself, suus,

'his'. See sui and words there referred to and

cp. especially such. Cp. also the second element

in also and in yes.

so, n., the fifth note (= G.) in the scale of C
major (mus.)— The same as sol.

soak, tr. and intr. v. — ME. soken, fr. OE. socian,

in gradational relationship to OE. sucan, 'to

suck'. See suck and cp. soggy, sowens.

Derivatives: soak, n., soak-age, n., soak-er, n.,

soak-ing, adj., soak-ing-ly, adv., soak-y, adj.

soap, n. — ME. sope, fr. OE. sape, which is rel. to

MLG. sepe, Du. zeep, OHG. seiffa, seifa, MHG.,
G. seife, 'soap', OHG. seifar, 'foam', and prob.

also to OE. sdp, 'resin'; fr. I.-E. base *se(i)b-,

'tallow, resin', whence also L. sebum, 'tallow,

suet, grease", and prob. also Toch. A sepal,

'ointment', sep-, sip-, 'to anoint'. L. sdpo, 'soap',

is a Teut. loan word. Cp. saponaceous, sebace-

ous.

Derivatives : soap, tr. v., soap-er, n., soap-ery, n.,

soap-y, adj.

soar, intr. v. — ME. soren, fr. F. essorer, 'to fly

up", fr. VL. *exaurdre, 'to expose to the air",

which was formed fr. 1st ex- and L. aura, 'air".

See aura.

Derivatives: soar, n., soar-er, n.

soave, adv., sweetly, gently (musical direction) .
—

It., 'sweet, gentle", fr. L. sudvis. See suave,

sob, intr. and tr. v.—ME.ra6feen,prob. rel.toOE.

siofian, seofian, 'to lament", and to OHG. sUfan,

MHG. sufen, 'to sip; to draw breath"; see sup.

Fr. OHG. sdfan derives OHG., MHG. suft,

'sigh', whence MHG. siuften, 'to sigh", siufzen

(for *siuftesen), G. seufzen, of s.m.

Derivatives: sob, n., sobb-er, n., sobb-ing, adj.,

sobb-ing-ly, adv., sob-ful, adj.

sober, adj., not drunk. — ME. sobre, fr. OF. and

F. sobre, fr. L. sdbrius, lit. 'not drunk', fr. *s6{d),

a var. of se{d), 'without', and ebrius, 'drunk'.

See se- and cbriety.
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Derivatives: sober, tr. and intr. v., sober-er, n.,

sober-ing, adj., sober-ing-ly, adv.

soboles. n., a shoot; a sucker (bot.) — L. soboles,

more correctly suboles, 'a sprout, shoot, twig',

fr. sub- and the stem of *olere, 'to grow', which

is rel. to alere, 'to nourish'. See aliment.

Sobranje, n., the national assembly of Bulgaria.

— Bulg., 'assembly', lit. 'a bringing together',

formed fr. pref. so-, s-, 'with, together with', and

OSlav. bert/, birati (for earlier *birti), 'to bring,

bear, take', fr. I.-E. base *bher-, 'to bear, carry'.

See bear, 'to carry'. For the pref. see Skuphstina.

sobriety, n., the state of being sober. — ME.
sobrietie, fr. OF. sobriete (F. sobriite), fr. L.

sobrietdtem, ace. of sdbrietds, fr. sobrius. See

sober and -ty.

sobriquet, n., nickname.— F., fr. MF. soubriquet,

with the original meaning 'chuck under the

chin'. The first element of this compound word

comes fr. L. sub; 'under' (see sub-). The second

element is of uncertain origin.

soc, n., jurisdiction (legal hist.) — ME. soc, sok,

fr. OE. soc, a var. of socn, 'jurisdiction, prosecu-

tion', which stands in gradational relationship

to OE. sacan, 'to quarrel', and to Goth, sokan,

OE. secan, 'to seek'. See seek and cp. sake,

'purpose". Cp. also soke, soken.

socage, also soccage, n., a form of tenure (legal

hist.) — ML. socdgium, soccdgium, fr. soca,

'jurisdiction", which is borrowed fr. OE. soc.

See prec. word and -age.

soccer, also socker, n., a kind of football game.

— Formed with agential suff. -er from the ab-

breviation of association in the phrase associa-

tion football.

sociability, n. — ME. sociabilite, fr. L. socidbilis.

See next word and -Ity.

sociable, adj. — MF. (= F.), fr. L. socidbilis,

'easily united, sociable", fr. socidre, 'to accom-

pany', fr. socius, 'companion'. See social and

-able.

Derivatives: sociable, n., sociable-ness, n.,

sociabl-y, adv.

social, adj. — L. socidlis (whence also F. social),

'pertaining to companionship, companionable,

social', fr. socius (for *sog^ios), 'companion',

which is cogn. with OE. secg, ON. seggr, 'com-

panion', and prob. also with 01. sdkhd, 'com-

panion, friend', and prob. rel. to L. sequi, 'to

follow'. See sequel and cp. sociable, society,

associate, consociate, disassociate, dissociate.

For the ending see adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: social, n., socialist (q.v.), sociality

n. (q.v.), social-ize, tr. v., social-iz-ation, n.,

social-ly, adv.

socialism, n. — Formed fr. social with suff. -ism.

The name was first applied (about 1830) to the

teachings of Robert Owen. Cp. F. socialisme,

which appears first about the same time and orig.

denoted the teachings of Saint-Simon. Pierre

Leroux (1797-1871), idealistic social reformer

and Saint-Simonian publicist, expressly claims

to be the originator of the word socialisme.

socialist, n. — Formed fr. social with suff. -ist.

The name arose about the same time as socia-

lism and orig. denoted the adherents of Robert

Owen. Cp. F. socialiste, which appears first

about the same time and was first used of the

adherents of Saint-Simon. Cp. also socialistus,

a word used—in quite a different sense—by the

Dutch jurist Grotius (1583-1645), and socialista,

a word applied in the XVIII. cent, to the pupils

and foUowers of Grotius. See Bloch-Wartburg,

DELF., p. 565.

Derivatives: socialist, adj., socialist-ic, adj., so-

cialist-ic-al-ly, adv.

socialite, n., a socially distinguished person

(Colloq. U.S.) — Altered fr. social light, in imi-

tation of words ending in -ite.

sociality, n. — L. socidlitds, 'fellowship, socia-

bleness', fr. socidlis. See social and -ity.

society, n. — MF. (= F.) societe, fr. OF. societe,

fr. L. societdtem, ace. of societds, 'fellowship,

association, alliance', fr. socius, 'companion'.

See social and -ty.

Derivative: societ-al, adj.

Socinian, adj., pertaining to Socinus or Socinia-

nism; n., an adherent of Socin or Socinianism.

— See next word.

Socinianism, n., the doctrines taught by Socinus.

— Formed from Socinus, the Latinized name of

the Italian theologians Fausto Sozzini (1539-

1604) and his uncle Lelio Sozzini (1526-62),

who taught anti-Trinitarian doctrines. For the

ending see the suffixes -an and -ism.

Socinianist, n., an adherent of Socinianism. —
See prec. word and -ist.

socio-, combining form meaning 'social' or 'so-

ciety'. — Fr. L. socius, 'companion'. See social.

sociology, n. — F. sociologie, a hybrid coined by

the French philosopher Isidore Auguste Comte

(1798-1857) fr. L. socius, 'companion', and Gk.

-Xoyia, fr. -X6yo?> 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See social and -logy.

Derivatives: sociolog-ic, 3.d'}., sociolog-ic-al, adj.,

sociolog-ic-al-ly, adv., sociol-og-ist, n.

sock, n., a short stocking. — ME. socke, sokke,

fr. OE. socc, fr. L. soccus, 'a kind of low-heeled

light shoe', fr. Gk. ajxyo?, ou/./at;, a loan word

from an Oriental, prob. the Phrygian, language.

Avestic haxa-, 'sole of the foot', is of the same

origin. Cp. socle.

Derivatives: sock, tr. v., sock-er, n.

sock, tr. v., to hit. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: sock, n., a blow, sock-er, n.

sockdolager, n. (American Slang). — Corruption

of doxology.

socker, n. — A var. of soccer.

socket, n.— ME. soket, fr. AF. soket, 'spearhead

resembling a small plowshare', dimin.of OF.
soc, 'plowshare', a word of Celtic origin. Cp.

Olr. socc, W. swch, 'plowshare', prop, 'snout',

which are cogn. with L. sQs, Gk. C?, aOi;,



socle

'swine'. See sow, 'female pig', and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivative: socket, tr. v.

socle, n., a plain block serving as a base to a

statue or a column, etc. — P., fr. It. zoccolo,

prop, 'wooden shoe', fr. L. socculus, dimin. of

soccus. See sock, 'short stocking'.

socman, n., a person holding land by tenure

(legal hist.)— Compounded of soc and man.

Socratic, adj., pertaining to the Greek philoso-

pher Socrates (469-399 B.C.E.)— L. Socraticus,

fr. Gk. So>zpaTi,K6?, fr. SowpdcTT]?. For the

ending see adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: Socratic-al-ly, adv., Socrat-ism, n.,

Socrat-ize, intr. v.

sod, n., turf. — ME. sodde, sod, fr. MLG. or

MDu. sode (Du. zode), 'turf, which is rel. to

OFris. satha, 'sod', and to E. sodden and seethe.

Derivatives: sod, tr. v., sodd-ing, n.

sod, obsol. past tense and pp. of seethe.

sod, n. — Contraction of sodomite.

soda, n., an alkaline substance. — ML., fr. ML.
sodanum, lit. 'headache remedy', fr. soda,

'headache', fr. Arab, sudd', in vulgar pronun-

ciation fodd', 'splitting headache', fr. fdda'a,

'he split'. Cp. sodalite, sodium.

Derivative: soda-ic, adj.

sodalite, n., a vitreous mineral containing silicate

of sodium aluminum. — A hybrid coined fr.

soda and Gk. Xi^oq, 'stone'. See -lite.

sodality, n., companionship, fellowship. — L.

soddlitds, fr. sodalis (for *swedhdlis), 'fellow,

companion', which is rel. to L. suescere, 'to

accustom', and cogn. with OL svadhd, 'custom,

pecularity', Gk. l^oc, (for *ari^oc,), 'custom,

usage'. See ethical and cp. words there referred

to.

sodar, n., an instrument for detecting weather

conditions. — Formed from the first syllable,

resp. the first letter of the words jound detect-

ing and ranging.

sodden, adj. — ME. soden, fr. OE. soden, pp. of

seodan, 'to boil, cook, seethe'. See seethe.

Derivatives -.sodden, tr.and intr. v. , sodden-ness, n.

sodic, adj., containing sodium. — Formed fr.

sodium with adj. suff". -ic.

sodio-, combining form meaning 'sodic and'. —
ModL., sodio-, fr. sodium. See next word.

sodium, n., name of a metallic alkaline element

(chem.)— ModL., coined by the English chem-

ist Sir Humphrey Davy (1778-1829) fr. soda;

he so called it because he first obtained it from

caustic soda. For the ending see chem. suff.

-ium.

sodomite, n., one guilty of sodomy. — ME., fr.

MF. (= F.), fr. OF., fr. Late L. Sodomlla, fr.

Gk. SoSoixlTTj?, 'inhabitant of Sodom', fr.

26So[jta, fr. Heb. S^dhom, an ancient city on
the shore of the Dead Sea; so called in allusion

to the sins of the inhabitants of Sodom (see

Gen., chapter 19). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

1^8-

Derivatives: sodomit-ic-al, adj., sodomit-ic-al-ly,

adv.,

sodomy, n., unnatural copulation; bestiality. —
ME., fr. OF. (= F.) sodomie, fr. Sodome, fr.

Late L. Sodoma, fr. Gk. S68o|jta. See prec.

word and -y (representing OF. -ie).

soever, adverbial suff. — Compounded of so and
ever.

sofa, n. — Turk, sofa, fr. Arab, sitffj^, whence
also It. sofa, F. sofa.

soffione, n., a jet of steam. — It., fr. sojfiare, 'to

blow', fr. L. suffldre, 'to blow forth from below',

fr. sub- aoA flare, 'to blow'. See flatus.

so£Bt, n., a term of architecture. — F. soffite, fr.

It. soffitto, fr. VL. *suffictus, corresponding to

L. sufflxus, pp. of sufflgere, 'to fasten below',

used as a noun. See suffix.

soft, adj. — ME. softe, adj. and adv., fr. OE.
softe, orig. an adv. standing in gradational rela-

tionship to the adj. sefte, 'easy, mild, comfort-

able, gentle'; rel. to OS. sdfti (adj.), sdfto (adv.),

OHG. semfti (adj.), samfto (adv.), MHG.
senfte (adj.), sanfte (adv.), G. sanft (adj. and
adv.), MDu. sachte, Du. zacht (adj. and adv.),

G. sacht (adj. and adv.) and prob. also to Goth.

samjan, 'to please', ON. semja, 'to shape, com-
pose, arrange; to settle, make peace'.

Derivatives: soft, adv., n. and interj., soft-en, tr.

and intr. v., soft-en-er, n., soft-en-ing, a., soft-

ish, adj., soft-ling, n. and adj., soft-ly, adv., soft-

ness, n.

softa, n., a Muslim theological student. — Turk.

0fta, fr. Pers. sukhtah, lit. 'lighted, burning',

pp. oi sUkhtdn, 'to light, burn', here used in the

sense 'to glow with enthusiasm for the truth of

religion'.

soggy, adj., 1) soaked; 2) damp and heavy. —
Formed with adj. suff. -y fr. dial, sog, 'to soak',

which is prob. rel. to soak.

Derivatives: sogg-i-ly, adv., sogg-i-ness, n.

soho, interj., a hunting call.— Ofimitative origin.

Derivative : soho, tr. and intr. v.

soi-disant, adj., self-named; would be. — F., fr.

soi, 'one-self, and disant, pres. part, oi dire, 'to

say'. The first element derives fr. L. se, 'oneself,

which is rel. to L. suus, 'his, her, its, one's'; see

sui. F. dire comes fr. L. dlcere, 'to say' ; see dic-

tion.

soil, n., ground.— ME. soite, fr. AF. soil, fr. OF.
sued (whence F. seuil, 'threshold'), refashioned

(on analogy of nouns ending in OE. -ueil, F.

-euil), fr. OF. suel, fr. L. solum, 'ground',

whence also F. sol, 'ground'. The sense develop-

ment of F. seuil, 'threshold', is due to the influ-

ence of L. solea, 'sole of the foot', which is rel.

to solum, 'ground'. See sole, 'the under surface

of the foot'.

Derivative: soil-y, adj.

soil, tr. and intr. v., to make dirty.— ME. soilen,

fr. OF. soillier (F. souiller), fr. VL. *suculare,

Ut. 'to behave like a boar', fr. L. suculus, dimin.

of sus, 'pig', which is cogn. with OE. sH, 'sow'

;
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cp. OProvenf. solhar, 'to soil', which also de-

rives fr. VL. *suculdre. See sow, n., 'female pig',

and cp. sullage, sully.

Derivatives: soil-y, adj., soil-i-ness, n.

soil, n. , dirt, stain.— The original meaning was 'a

wild boar's wallow', fr. OF. soil (F. souille),

back formation fr. soillier. See soil, 'to make
dirty'.

Derivatives: soil-y, adj., soil-i-ness, n.

soil, tr. v., to feed (cattle or horses). — Prob. fr.

OF. saoler, saouler (F. souler), fr. L. satullare,

'to fill with food, satisfy, satiate', fr. satullus,

'filled with food, satisfied', dimin. oisatur, 'full,

sated, satiated'. See sad and cp. sate, satiate,

saturate. Cp. also It. satollare, which also de-

rives fr. L. satullare.

soilure, n., dirt, stain. — ME., fr. OF. soileure (F.

souillure), fr. souiller, 'to make dirty, to soil'. See

soil, 'to make dirty', and -ure.

soiree, n., an evening party. — F., fr. soir, 'even-

ing', fr. L. serus, 'late'. See serotine.

Soja, n., a genus of plants of the pea family (hot.)

— ModL. See soy.

sojourn, intr. v. — ME., fr. OF. sojorner, so-

journer, fr. VL. *subdiurndre, 'to last a long time',

fr. sub- and L. diurndre, 'to last long', fr. diurnus,

'daily'. Cp. It. soggiornare, OProven?. sojornar,

which also derive fr. VL. *subdiurndre; F. si-

journer was formed fr. OF. sojourner through

vowel dissimilation. See diurnal and cp. journey,

adjourn.

Derivatives: sojourn, n., sojourn-er, n., sojourn-

ment, n.

soke, n., right of jurisdiction (legal hist.) — ME.
soc, sok, soke, fr. ML. soca, fr. OE, socn. See

soc and cp. next word.

soken, n., 1) resort to a place; esp., resort of

tenants to a particular mill ; 2) right of jurisdic-

tion. — ME., fr. OE. socn. See prec. word.

Sokol, n., gymnastic association in Czechoslova-

kia. — Czech, lit. 'falcon', cogn. with Lith. sa-

kalas, of s.m., Ol. sakund, 'a large bird'.

Sol, n., the sun. — L. sol (prob. fr. *sawel-,

through *sdw6l-, "swol-), cogn. with OI. suryafi,

surah, Avestic Avor'' (with r for [), Gk. a^Xio?,

7;£Xio;, T^Xioc (for *sdwelios), 'sun'. Alb. hiH,

ui, 'star', Lith. sdule, Lett. saHle, OSlav. slunice,

Goth, sauil, OE., ON. sol, Dan., Swed. sol, W.
haul, Co. heuul, haul, Bret, heol, 'sun', Olr. siiil,

'eye'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base *sd-

wel-, *siil-, which are -/-enlargements of base

*sdu-, *su-, 'to shine; sun'. Cp. heliacal, solano,

Solanum, Surya and the second element in gira-

sol, parasol, rosolio, turnsole. For -en-enlarge-

ments of base *sdu-, *su- see sun. Cp. I.-E. base

*swel-, 'to burn", esp. 'to bum without flame,

burn slowly', whose relationship to I.-E. *sdwel-

*jm/- is quite questionable (see Frisk, GEW., I,

631-632 s.v. f,'kio<;). For derivatives of base

*swel- see seleno-, sultry, Svarga, sweal, swelter,

sol, n., the fifth tone in the diatonic scale. — See

sol-fa.

sol, n., a former French coin. — ME., fr. MF.,
fr. L. solidus, name of a gold coin. See solidus

and cp. words there referred to.

sol, n., a Peruvian silver coin.— Sp., lit. 'sun', fr.

L. sol. See Sol, 'sun'.

sola, n., an East Indian plant with pithy stem.—
Hind. sold.

solace, n., comfort in grief. — ME. solas, 'satis-

faction', fr. OF. solaz, fr. L. solatium, 'a sooth-

ing, assuaging, comfort, consolation; com-
pensation', fr. sdldlus, pp. ofsdldri, 'to comfort,

console', which is cogn. with ON. sxll, 'happy',

ssela, 'happiness', OE. sxl, 'time, season, occa-

sion, fortune, happiness', Goth, sels, 'good,

kindhearted'. See silly and words there referred

to and cp. esp. console.

Solanaceae, n. pi., the nightshade family (bot.)—
ModL., formed fr. Solanum with suff. -aceae.

solanaceous, adj. —r See prec. word and -aceous.

solandra, n., a shrub.— Named after the Swedish
botanist Daniel Solander (1736-82).

solan goose. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. sulan,

'the gannet', fr. siila, 'gannet' (the final -n repre-

sents the def. article). Cp. also Norw. sula, hav-

sula, 'gannet' (Hav-sula lit. means 'sea gannet',

fr. Norw. hav, fr. ON. haf, which is rel. to OE.
hgf, 'sea'; see haff).

solano, n., a hot southeasterly wind of the Medi-
terranean. — Sp., fr. L. sdldnus (scil. ventus), a

derivative of 5o/, 'sun'. See Sol, 'sun'.

Solanum, n., a genus of plants, the nightshade

(ior.) — L. solanum, lit. 'sun flower', a deriva-

tive of sol, 'sun'. See Sol.

solar, adj., pertaining to the sun. — L. Solaris, fr.

sol, 'sun'. See Sol, 'sun', and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivative: solar-ize, tr. v., to expose to the sun.

solar, n., a living room on the upper story. — L.

solarium, 'a flat housetop', lit. 'that which is ex-

posed to the sun', fr. Solaris. See solar, adj.

solar plexus, a plexus (i.e. network) of nerves

situated in the abdomen behind the stomach

(anat.) — See solar, adj., and plexus; so called

because it is the center (quasi 'the sun') of the

nervous system of the abdominal viscera.

solatium, n., compensation for injury or loss suf-

fered. — L. solatium. See solace,

sold, past tense and pp. of sell. — ME. sold(e), fr.

OE. salde, resp. gesdld, past tense, resp. pp., of

sellan. See sell, v.

soldado, n., a soldier.— Sp., fr. Late L. soliddtus,

lit. 'he who has obtained his pay', fr. solidum,

'pay'. Cp. It. soldoto, F. soldat, 'soldier', and see

soldier,

soldan, n., the ruler of a Mohammedan country

in the Middle Ages; the Sultan of Egypt. —
ME., fr. OF., fr. Arab, sultan. See sultan.

Soldanella, n., a genus of plants, the mountain
bindweed (bot.) — ModL., fr. It. soldanella,

'bindweed', fr. L. solidus, name of a gold coin

(see solidus); so" called from the coinlike shape
of the leaves.

solder, n. — ME. soudour, souldour, fr. OF. (=



soldier

F.) soudure, fr. souder, 'to solder', fr. L. soliddre,

'to make solid', fr. solidus, 'solid'. See solid and

-ure and cp. sawder.

Derivatives: solder, n., solder-er, n., solder-ing,

n.

soldier, n. — ME. souldier, fr. OF. soldoier,

soldier, fr. sold, soud, 'pay, wages', fr. Late L.

solidum, soldum, of s.m., fr. L. solidus, 'coin'.

See solidus. F. soldat, 'soldier', is borrowed fr.

It. soldato, fr. Late L. soliddtus, whence also

Sp. soldado (see soldado).

Derivatives: soldier, intr. v., soldier-ing, n.,

soldier-ly, adj., soldier-li-ness, n., soldier-y, n.

soldo, n., a small Italian coin.— It., fr. L. solidus,

a Roman gold coin. See solidus.

sole, n., the under surface of the foot. — ME., fr.

OF., fr. VL. *sola, fr. L. solea, 'sole of a sandal,

sandal ; a flat fish, the sole', fr. solum, 'the lowest

part of a thing, ground, bottom, base; the floor

of a room', which is of uncertain origin. Cp.

soil, 'ground', sole, 'a flat fish', solum, entresol.

Derivative: sole, tr. v., to provide (a shoe) with

a new sole.

sole, n., a flat fish, Solea vulgaris (ichthyol.) — L.

solea, 'a flat fish', hence derivatively identical

with the prec. word.

sole, adj., alone. — ME. sool, soul, sole, fr. OF.

sol (fem. sole) (F. seal, fem. seule), fr. L. solus,

'alone, single', which is of uncertain origin. It.

possibly stands for *swo-lo-s, and lit. means

'being by himself, fr. I.-E. base *swe-, 'his, her,

its, one's'. See sui and cp. desolate, solitary,

solitude, sullen, the first element in solifidian and

in soliloquy and the second word in feme sole.

Derivative: sole-ly, adv.

solecism, n., 1) a grammatical error or blunder;

2) a mistake. — F. solecisme, fr. L. soloecismus,

fr. Gk. CToXotxi.CTLi.6i;, fr. CToXotziJ^eiv, 'to speak

(Greek) incorrectly', fr. ctoXoixoc, 'speaking in-

correctly', prop, 'speaking Greek like the people

of SoXoi {Soloiy, a town in Cilicia colonized by

Greeks who spoke an incorrect form of Attic

Greek. For the ending see suff. -ism.

Derivatives: solec-ist, n., solec-ist-ic, adj., solec-

isl-ic-al-ly, adv.

solecize, tr. v., to use solecisms. — Gk. ctoXoi-

xit^eiv, 'to speak incorrectly'. See prec. word

and -ize.

Derivative: soleciz-er, n.

solemn, adj. — ME. solempne, solemne, fr. OF.

io/em/>«e(whence the F.derivative solennel), fr. L

.

sollemnis, written also solennis, prop, 'that which

takes place every year', hence 'festive, solemn',

compounded of sollus, 'whole, entire', and an-

nus, 'year'. For the first element see safe and cp.

the first element in solicit. Thesecond element

derives fr. annus, 'year'; see annual. For the

change of Latin a (in annus) to e (in soll-emnis,

sol-^nnis) see accent and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: solemnize (q.v.), solemn-ly, adv.,

solemn-ness, n.
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solemnity, n. — ME. solempnete, fr. OF. solemp-

nite (F. solennite), fr. L. sollemnitdtem, ace. of

sollemnitds, fr. sollemnis. See prec. word and

-ity.

solemnize, tr. v. — See solemn and -ize.

Derivative: solemniz-ation, n.

Solen, n., a genus of shellfish {ichthyol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. ctwXyjv, 'pipe, channel; shell-

fish', which is of uncertain origin.

solenoid, n., a coil of insulated wire carrying an

electric current and having the properties of a

magnet {electr.) — F. solenoide, fr. Gk. ctoj-

XrjvostSYji;, 'pipe-shaped', fr. csciXrjv, 'pipe, chan-

nel', and -oeiStj;, 'like', fr. eISo;, 'form, shape'.

See prec. word and -oid.

Derivatives : solenoid-al, adj., solenoid-al-ly, adv.

soleus, n., name of a flat muscle of the calf of the

leg (anat.) — Medical L. soleus (scil. musculus),

derived fr. L. solea, but not, as generally be-

lieved, in the sense 'sole of a sandal', but in the

sense 'flat fish'. See sole, 'flat fish', and sole, 'part

of the foot'. The name soleus is a loan transla-

tion of F. solaire (for soleaire, fr. L. solea, 'flat

fish'), a name given to this muscle by the French

surgeon Ambroise Pare (1517 7-1590).

sol-fa, n., system of using a series of syllables to

indicate the tones of the scale (music). — It.

solfa, 'gamut', formed from the first syllables of

the words sol-ve and/a-mH/f occurring in a Latin

hymn. See gamut and cp. solmization.

Derivative : sol-fa, intr. v.

solfatara, n., a vent in the ground of a volcano.

— It., fr. solfo, 'sulfur', fr. L. sulfur. See sulfur.

Derivative: solfatar-ic, adj.

solfeggio, n., vocal exercise in which the syllables

do, re, mi, fa, etc. are used (music), — It., fr.

solfa, 'gamut'. See sol-fa.

solferino, n., also solferino red. — For Solferino

red. The color was associated with Solferino, be-

cause it was discovered soon after the battle of

Solferino (1859).

solicit, tr. v., to entreat; intr. v., to make iolicita-

tion. — ME. soliciten, fr. MF. (= F.) solticiter,

fr. L. sollicitdre, 'to stir, agitate, move, excite,

urge', fr. sollicitus, 'violently moved', lit. 'wholly

moved', solli-cilus being a compound of sollus,

'whole, entire', and citus, pp. of ciere, 'to put in

motion, move'. For the first element see safe, for

the second see cite. Cp. insouciant.

solicitant, adj. and n., that which, resp. one who,

solicits. — L. sollicitdns, gen. -amis, pres. part,

of sollicitdre. See prec. word and -ant.

solicitation, n. — MF. (= F.) sollicitation, fr. L.

sollicitdtionem, ace. of sollicitdtio, fr. sollicitdtus,

pp. of sollicidtre. See solicit and -ation.

solicitor, n. — ME. solicitour, fr. MF. (= F.) sol-

liciteur, fr. solliciter. See solicit and agential suff.

-or.

solicitous, adj., full of concern; anxious.— L. sol-

licitus. See solicit. For E. -ous, as equivalent to

L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives : soUcitous-ly, adv., solicitous-ness, n.
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solicitude, n., uneasiness of mind, anxiety. —
ME., fr. MF. (= F.) sollicitude, fr. L. sollicitH-

dinem, ace. of sollicitudo, fr. sollicitus. See solicit

and -ude.

solid, adj. — ME., fr. L. solidus, 'firm, compact,

solid', which is rel. to sollus, 'whole, entire', sal-

vus, 'safe'. See safe and cp. sol, 'a former French

coin', Soldanella, solder, soldier, soldo, Solidago,

solidary, solideme, solidus, sou, consolidate.

Derivatives: solid, n. and adv., solid-ly, adv.,

solid-ness, n.

Solidago, n., a genus of plants, the golden rod

(hot.) — ModL., formed fr. L. soliddre, 'to

strengthen, make sound', fr. solidus (see solid)

;

so called from its medicinal qualities.

solidarism, n., solidarity. — F. solidarisme, fr. so-

lidaire, 'solidary'. See solidary and -ism.

solidarist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: solidarist-ic, adj.

solidarity, n. — F. solidarite, fr. solidaire, 'solid,

solidary'. See next word and -ity.

solidary, adj.— F. solidaire, fr. L. in solidum, 'for

the whole', fr. in (see in-) and solidum, 'the whole

sum', subst. use of the neut. of solidus, 'solid'.

See solid and adj. suff. -ary.

solideme, n., a solid compound word. — Coined

fr. solid and (phon)eme (qq.v.) Cp. hypheme.

solidification, n., the act of solidifying; the state

of being solidified. — See next word and -ation.

solidify, tr. and intr. v. — F. solidifier, formed fr.

solide with suff. -fier. See solid arid -fy.

Derivatives: solidifi-ahle, adj., so)idifi-er, n.

solidity, n. — MF. (="F.) solidity, fr. L. soliditd-

tem, ace. of soliditds, fr. solidus. See splid and -ity.

solidungulate, adj., solid-hoofed (zool.) — Com-
pounded of solid and ungulate.

solidus, n., name of a Roman gold coin (Roman
Antig.)— L., prop, the adj. solidus, 'firm, strong,

solid', used as a noun. See solid and cp. words
there referred to.

solifidian, n., one v^ho holds that faith alone is

sufficient to make one worthy of salvation. —
Formed with suff'. -ian fr. L. solus, 'alone', and

fides, 'faith". See sole, 'alone', and fldelity.

soliloquy, n., talking to oneself — Late L. .50/1-

loquium, coined by Augustine on analogy of Gk.
ixovoXovia (cp. monologue), fr. L. solus, 'alone',

and logui, 'to speak'. See sole, 'alone', and
loquacious.

Derivatives: soliloqu-ize, intr. v., soliloqu-iz-er,

n., soliloqu-iz-ing, adj., soliloqu-iz-ing-ly, adv.

soliped, n., a solidungulate animal (zool.) —
ModL. solipes, gen. -pedis, a blend of L. solidi-

pes, 'solidhoofed", and solus, 'alone'. See solid

and pedal and cp. solidungulate.

solipsism, n., the doctrine that the self is the only

existing thing (metaphysics).— Coined fr. L. so-

lus, 'alone', ipse, 'himself, self, and suff". -ism.

See sole, 'alone', and ipseity.

solitaire, n., 1) a single diamond or another pre-

cious stone; 2) a game played by a single person.

— F., fr. L. sotitarius. See next word.

solitary, adj., 1) alone; 2) single; 3) lonely. —
ME., fr. L. sdlitdrius, 'alone, lonely, solitary'

(whence also F. solitaire), fr. sdlitds, 'loneliness',

fr. solus. See sole, 'along', and adj. suff. -ary and
cp. prec. word.

Derivatives : solitary, n., solitari-ly, adv., solitari-

ness, n.

soUtude, n.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. OF., fr. L.

solitudinem, ace. of solitUdo, 'loneliness', fr. so-

lus. See sole, 'alone', and -tude.

solivagant, adj., wandering about alone.— Form-
ed with suff". -ant fr. L. sdlivagus, which is com-
pounded of solus, 'alone', and vagus, 'wander-

ing'. See sole, 'alone', and vagary.

solleret, n., a steel shoe with flexible plates. — F.

soleret, solleret, fr. OF., dimin. of soler, soller,

'shoe', fr. Late L. sObteldris (scil. calceus), 'shoe

covering the hollow of the foot', fr. subtel, 'the

hollow of the foot', which is compounded of

sub- and L. talus, 'ankle bone'. See talus, 'ankle'.

F. Soulier, 'shoe', developed fr. OF. soler with

change of suflf.

solmization, n., sol-fa system (music). — Formed
from the syllables sol, mi, and suflf. -ization. See

gamut and cp. sol-fa.

solo, n., piece sung or played by a single person.

— It., lit. 'alone', fr. L. solus. See sole,"'alOTie'.

Derivatives: solo, adj. and intr. v., soloist (q.v.)

soloist, n., singer or player of a solo. — A hybrid

coined fr. solo with -ist, a suff". of Greek origin.

,

Solomon, masc. PN. ; name of David's son, king

ofJudah and Israel, the wisest of all men. Hence
the name Solomon is often used to denote a very

wise man.— Gk. SoXojxcov, also SaXcofxwv, fr.

Heb. Sh lomo , which is rel. to shdlom, 'peace'.

See Shalom and cp. Salome. The Arabic PN.s

Soliman, Suleiman derive fr. Heb. Sh lomS .

Solon, n., a wise Athenian statesman and law-

giver. His name is sometimes used metaphoric-

ally to denote a wise man. —• Gk. S6Xojv.

Solpugida, n., an order of spiders (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff". -Ida fr. L. sdlipuga,

sdlpUga, alt. of sdlpUga, 'a kind of venomous ant

or spider', which is of uncertain origin. The
forms sOlipUga, solpuga are due to a folk-etymo-

logical association of the word with sol, 'sun'.

solstice, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. solsti-

tium (for *sol-statiom), lit. 'the standing still of

the sun', compounded of sol, 'the sun', and the

stem of stare, 'to stand'. See Sol and state, n.,

and cp. interstice.

solstitial, adj., pertaining to, or occurring at, the

time of a solstice.— L. solstitidlis, fr. solstitium.

See prec. word and adj. suff". -al.

Derivative: solstitial-ly, adv.

solubiUze, tr. v., to render soluble. — A hybrid

formed fr. Late L. solohilis (see soluble) with

-ize, a suff". of Greek origin.

Derivative: solubiliz-ation, n.

soluble, adj. — OF. (= p.), fr. Late L. solObilis,

'that may be loosened, dissolvable', formed fr.

L. solu-, stem of solvere (pp. solOtus), 'to loosen.



solum

untie, dissolve'. See solve and -ble and cp. sol-

vable.

Derivatives: solubil-ity, n., soluble-ness, n.,

solubl-y, adv.

solum, n., the soil. — L. solum, 'tlie ground'. See

sole of the foot.

solution, n.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. OF., fr. L.

solutionem, ace. oi solutio, 'a. loosening, dissolu-

tion', fr. solutus, pp. of solvere. See solve and

-ion.

Derivatives: solution-al, adj., solution-er, n.

Solutrean, Solutrian, adj., pertaining to the geo-

logical period preceded by the Aurignacian and

Magdalenian. — Named after Solutri in the

department Seine-et-Loire, France. For the end-

ing see suff. -an, resp. -ian.

solvable, adj. — Formed fr. the verb solve with

sufF. -able.

Derivatives: solvabil-ity, n., sohable-ness, n.

solve, tr. V. — ME. solven, fr. L. solvere, 'to

loosen, untie, dissolve', for *se-luere, com-

pounded of .ye-, a collateral form of se- (see

se-) and lucre, 'to loose', which is rel. to lues,

'plague, pestilence', lit. 'that which dissolves'.

See lose and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

absolute, absolve, assoil, consolute, dissolute,

dissolve, resolute, resolve.

solvency, n. — Formed from next word with suff.

-cy-

solvent, adj. and n.— L. solvens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of solvere. See solve and -ent.

Derivative: solvenl-ly, adv.

soma, n., 1) an East Indian plant {Sarcostemma

acidum) ; 2) a beverage said to be prepared from

this plant and playing an important part in the

Vedic ritual. — OI. somah, 'soma' (name of the

sap of this plant and of the plant itself), rel.

to OI. sunSti, 'squeezes', fr. I.-E. base *seu-,

'sap, juice; to squeeze, press; to rain, flow',

whence also OI. surah, 'intoxicating drink', Gk.

ueiv (for *suwein), 'to rain', ust6(; (for

*suwetds), 'rain'. See hyeto- and cp. sura, 'fer-

mented sap of palms'.

soma, n., the body of an organism.— Gk. (raijxa,

'body', prob. standing for *tw6-mn, and lit.

meaning 'something thickset', and rel. to crdcoi;

(for *CTafo;), Att. ucooi;, cC^q, 'safe, sound,

whole', for orig. *tw^wos, prop, 'of a full or

thickset body', and cogn. with L. tomentum (for

*lot/mentom), 'stuffing for cushion', fr. I.-E.

base *tu-, 'to swell', whence also L. tumere, 'to

swell', tumidus, 'swollen'. See tumid and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also somite. Cp. also

Soter and words there referred to.

somat-, form of somato- before a vowel.

somatic, adj., pertaining to the body. — Gk.

otonocTixoi;, fr. <T(o[xa, gen. aco(i,aTO?, 'body'.

See soma, 'body', and 1st -atic.

Derivative: somatic-al-ly, adv.

somato-, before a vowel somat-, combining form

meaning 'body'. — Ok. acofy-axo-, oo)(jtaT-, fr.

au{xa, gen. otinaTo?, 'body'. See soma, 'body'.

somatogenetic, somatogenic, adj., originating in

the body. — Compounded of somato- and

genetic, resp. -genie,

somatology, n., study of the body. — Compound-

ed of somato- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -X6yoi;, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: sotnatolog-ic, somatolog-ic-al, adj.,

somatolog-ic-al-ly, adv.

somber, sombre, adj., dark.— F. sombre, possibly

fr. Late L. subumbrare, 'to put in shade' (whence

also Sp. sombra, 'shade', sombrio, 'shady') fr.

sub- and L. umbra, 'shadow, shade'. See umbra

and cp. next word.

Derivatives : iomier-/)', sombre-ly, adv., somber-

ness, sombre-ness, n., sombr-ous, adj.

sombrero, n., a broad-brimmed felt hat.— Sp., fr.

sombra, 'shade'. See prec. word.

some, adj. — ME. som, fr. OE. sum, rel. to OS.,

OFris., OHG. sum, ON. sumr, Goth, sums, and

cogn. with OI. samdlf, 'somd| one', Gk. ajjtoq

(for *samds), 'some one', ajxi) (for *same),

'somehow', a!Ji6ft£V, Ion. a[x6&Ev, 'from some

place', o^8-ct|jL6?, 'no one', oiS-oi[iG)C„ 'by no

means'. See same, adj., and cp. words there re-

ferred to. See also 1st -some.

Derivative: some, pron.

-some, sufl". denoting likeness or tendency, as in

gladsome.— ME. -som, fr. OE. -sum, rel. to ON.

-samr, OFris. -sum, Du. -zaam, OHG., MHG.,

G. -sam, Goth, -same and to E. some (q.v.)

-some, combining form denoting the body, as in

chromosome, plasmosome. — Fr. Gk. acofia,

'body'. See soma, 'body'.

somersault, n., heels-over-head turn of the body.

— MF. sombresault, alteration of soubresautt

(whence F. soubresaut), borrowed fr. OProven?.

sobresaut or Sp. sobresalto, which lit. mean 'a

leap above', and derive fr. L. supra, 'above, on

the top', and saltus, 'a leap". See supra- and

salient and cp. saltation. The word somersault

was influenced in form by an association with

E. summer, 'beam' ; cp. the var. spelling summer-

sault.

Derivative: somersault, intr. v.

somite, n., one of the serial segments of the body

of an animal. — Formed fr. Gk. <Ta)!J,a, 'body'.

See soma, 'body', and subst. suff. -Ite.

Derivative: somit-ic, adj.

sommaite, n., a plutonic rock (petrogr.) -^ Named

after Monte Somma, Vesuvius, Italy, where it is

found. For the ending see subst. suff". -ite.

somnambulant, adj., walking in one's sleep. —
Formed fr. L. somnus, 'sleep', and ambuldns,

gen. -amis, pres. part, of ambuldre, 'to walk'.

See next word and -ant.

somnambulate, intr. v., to walk in one's sleep. —
Formed fr. L. somnus, 'sleep', and ambuldt-(um),

pp. stem of ambuldre, 'to walk'. See somnolent

and ambulance.

Derivatives: somnambulat-ion, n., somnambulat-

or, n.
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somnambulism, n., sleepwalking. — See somnam-
bulate and -ism.

somnambulist, n., a sleepwalker. — See prec.

word and -ist.

Derivative: somrmmbulist-ic, adj.

somni-, combining form meaning 'sleep'. — L.,

fr. somnus, 'sleep'. See somnolent.

somnifacient, adj., inducing sleep.— Compound-
ed ofsomni- and L.fdciens, gen. -entis, pres. part.

offacere, 'to make, do'. See fact and -ent.

somniferous, adj., sleep-producing. — Com-
pounded of somni- and -ferous.

somniloquence, n., somniloquy. — Compounded
of somni- and L. loquentia, 'a talking', fr. lo-

quens, gen. loquentis, pres. part, of logul, 'to

speak'. See loquacious and cp. next word.
somniloquy, n., talking in one's sleep.— See prec.

word. For the ending of the second element cp.

soliloquy.

somnolence, somnolency, n., sleepiness. — Form-
ed from next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

somnolent, adj., sleepy. — F., fr. L. somnolentus,

'sleepy, drowsy', formed with suff. -lentus, fr.

somnus, 'sleep', which stands for *swepnos or
*swopnos and is cogn. with OI. svdpnafi, 'sleep',

Avestic x'^afna-. Arm. ICun (gen. k'noy), Toch.
A ipdm, B spdne, 'sleep', Gk. uttvo? (for *sup-

nos), 'sleep', Lith. sdpnas, Lett, sapnis (for *sop-

nos), OSlav. sunil (for *supnos), Olr. sHan, W.
hun, Bret, hun (for *sopnos). Alb. gume (for

*supnos), 'sleep', OE. swefn, ON. svefn, 'a

dream'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base
*swep-, *sup-, 'to sleep'. Cp. hypno-, insomnia,

sopor.

Derivative: somnolent-ly, adv.

son, n. — ME. sune, sone, fr. OE. sunu, rel. to

OS., OFris. sunu, ON. sonr, Dan. son, Swed. son,

MDu. sone, Du. zoon, OHG. sunu, sun, MHG.
sun, G. Sohn, Goth, sunus, 'son', and cogn. with
OI. suniih, Avestic hunush, OSlav. synd, Lith.

suniis, 'son', and—without n-formative ele-

ment—with Toch. B soya, A se, Gk. ui6?, 'son'.

Arm. ustr, 'son' (influenced in form by dustr,

'daughter'), OI. sutdh, 'son', site, giyate, sdvati,

'begets, procreates', Olr. suth (for sM-tu), 'fetus'.

All these words derive fr. I.-E. base *seu-, *su-,

'to bear, bring forth ; birth'.

sonance, sonancy, n. — Formed from next word
with suff. -ce, resp. -cy. Cp. assonance, conso-
nance, dissonance, resonance,

sonant, adj. and n. — L. sonans, gen. -amis, pres.

part, of sondre, 'to sound', which stands for
*swendre and is rel. to sonus (for *swonos),

'sound', fr. base *swen-, 'to sound'. See sound,
'noise', and cp. assonant, consonant, dissonant,

resonant, resound, sonata, sonnet, sound, 'noise',

and the second element in unison. For the ending
see suff. -ant.

Derivatives: sonant, n., sonant-al, adj., sonant-

ic, adj.

sonar, n., a device for the detectionofsubmarines,
mines or other objects under water. — Formed

from the first letters of the words sound navi-

gation ranging.

sonata, n., an instrumental composition (mus.)

It., lit. 'anything sounded', fr. sonare, 'to sound',
fr. L. sondre. See prec. word.

sonatina, n. {mus.) — It., prop, a short sonata,

dimin. of sonata.

Sonchus, n., a genus of plants, the sow thistie

(hot.) — L., 'the sow thistle', fr. Gk. adyxos-
song, n. — ME. sang, song, fr. OE. sang, song,
rel. to ON. sdngr, Norw. song, Swed. sdng, OS.,
Dan., OFris., OHG., G. sang, MDu., MHG.
sane, Du. zang, Goth, saggws; in gradational
relationship to sing (q.v.)

songster, n. — ME., 'singer', fr. OE. sangestre,

'woman singer', formed fr. sang, 'song', with
suff. -estre. See -ster.

songstress, n. — Formed fr. song, with double
fern, suif., viz. E. -ster (q.v.) and F. -esse, which
corresponds to Gk.-L. -issa. See 1st -ess and cp.

prec. word. Cp. also sempstress,

sonic, adj., 1) pertaining to sound; 2) pertaining

to the speed of sound in the air. — Formed fr.

L. sonus, 'sound' (see sonant), with suff. -ic. Cp.
the second element in supersonic, ultrasonic.

Derivative: sonic-al-ly, adv.

soniferous, adj., producing or conveying sound.
— Compounded of L. sonus, 'sound', anAferre,
'to bear, carry'. See sonant and -ferous.

sonnet, n., a poem of fourteen lines with rhymes
arranged according to a fixed pattern. — F., fr.

It. sonetto, fr. OProven?. sonet, 'a kind of song',

prop, dimin. of son, 'sound, song', fr. L. sonus,

'sound' (cp. OF. sonet, dimin. of son, 'song').

See sonant and -et.

Derivatives: sonnet, intr. and tr. v., sonnet-ize,

intr. and tr. v.

sonneteer, n., a writer of sonnets.— It. sonettiere,

fr. sonetto. See sonnet and -ier, resp. -eer. '^

Derivative: sonneteer, intr. and tr. v.'

sonny, n., Cimiliar address to a boy. — Formed
fr. son with dimin. suff. -y.

soriometer, n., an instrument for measuring
sounds.—A hybrid coined fr. L. sonus, 'sound',

alid Gk. (i^^'pov, 'measure'. See sonant and ,
meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

sonorescence, n. — Formed from next word with
suff. -ce.

sonorescent, adj., capable of emitting sound un-
der the influence of radiation. ^ Coined fr. L.

sonorus, 'resounding' (see sonorous), and suff.

-escent.

sonority, n. — Late L. sonoritas, 'fullness of
sound', fr. L. sonorus. See next word and -ity.

sonorous, adj. — L. sonorus, 'resounding', fr. so-

nar, 'sound ,noise', fr. sondre, 'to sound'; see so-

nant. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see-ous.

Derivatives: sonorous-ly, adv., sonorous-ness, n.

sonsy, sonsie, adj., lucky; good-natured (Scot.)—
Fr. dial, sonse, sons, 'prosperity', a word of
Celtic origin. Cp. Gaelic and Ir. sonas, 'luck,

fortune'.



soon, adv. — ME. sone, soone, fr. OE. sona, 'im-

mediately', rel. to OFris. son, OS. sdn, sana,

sdno, OHG. sdn, sdno, Gotli. suns, 'soon'. Cp.

the second element in eftsoons.

soorky, n., pounded brick mixed with lime to

form a mortar {India). — Pers. surkhl, 'redness',

fr. surkh, 'red', fr. MPers. sukhr, which is rel. to

Avestic suxra-, OI. sukrdfi, 'bright'.

soot, n. — ME. sot, soot, fr. OE. sot, rel. to ON.

sot, ODu. soet, lit. 'that which settles', fr. Teut.

base *set-, 'to sit, set', corresponding to I.-E-

*sed-, 'to sit', whence OSlav. sazda, Lith. sudd-

iiai (pi.), Olr. suide, W. huddyl, Bret, huzel,

'soot'. See sedentary. For sense development cp.

sediment.

Derivatives: soot, tr. v., soot-y, adj., soot-i-ly,

adv., soot-i-ness, n.

sooth, n. — ME. soth, sooth, fr. OE. sod, 'true;

truth', rel. to ON. sannr, 'true', OS. soth, OHG.
sand, 'true', Goth, sunja, 'truth'. These words

orig. meant 'that which is', and derive from the

Teut. participial base *sanp-, which corresponds

to I.-E. *essont-, fr. *es-, 'to be'. See esse and

cp. etymon, sattva, suttee. Cp. also sin, 'trans-

gression'. Cp. also absent, present.

soothe, tr. v. — ME. sothen, fr. OE. sodian, 'to

show the truth of, fr. sod, 'true'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: sooth-er, n., sooth-ing, adj., sooth-

ing-ly, adv.

soothfast, adj. and adv., truthful (archaic). —
ME. sothfast, soothfast, fr. OE. sodfxst, 'truth-

ful, righteous'. See sooth and fast, 'firm'.

soothsay, intr. v.— Back formation fr. soothsayer.

soothsayer, n. — ME. sothseyer, lit. 'a speaker of

truth', fr. soth, 'truth', and seyer, sayer, 'sayer'.

See sooth, say, v., and agential suff. -er.

sop, n., bread or other food dipped in liquid. —
ME. sop, soppe, fr. OE. sopp, rel. to OE. supan,

'to sip, sup, drink', Du. zuipen, G. saufen, 'to

drink'. See sup, 'to sip, drink', and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivative: sop, tr. and intr. v., to dip (bread),

etc. into liquid, sopp-er, n., sopp-ing, adj. and n.

soph, n.— Abbreviation ofsophister or sophomore.

Sopherim, n. pi., 1) the Hebrew scribes, orig.

copyists and interpreters ofthe Bible ; in a special

sense; 2) a body of teachers who interpreted the

Law in the last centuries of the second Common-
wealth.— Heb. soph^nm, 'scribes', pi. ofsdpher,

lit. 'bookman', denominated fr. sepher, 'book'.

See Sepher Torah.

Sophia, fem. PN. — Fr. Gk. aovia, 'wisdom', fr.

cofoc,, 'wise'. See next word.

sopliism, n. — ME. sophime, fr. OF. soffime, so-

phime, sophisme (F. sophisme), fr. L. sophisma,

fr. Gk. CT6oL(T|xa, from the stem of <T09i!^Eiv, 'to

make wise, instruct', (J09t!^E(j{>ai, 'to become

wise; to devise, cleverly, play subtle tricks', fr.

<jorf6c„ 'clever, skilled, prudent, cunning, learn-

ed, wise', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. So-

phia, sophist, sopiiisticate, the first element in

sophomore and the second element in panso-

1474-

phism, philosophy. For the ending of <j69i.<j[j,a see

suff. -ma.

sophist, n., 1) (often capitalized) in ancient Greece,

one of a group of public teachers of rhetoric,

philosophy, etc.; 2) a learned person; 3) a fal-

lacious reasoner. — F. sophiste, fr. L. sophista,

fr. Gk. CT09i(jT-^?, 'a clever, skillful, wise man;

one who gave lessons (in grammar, rhetoric,

etc.) for money; a quibbler', from the stem of

ijo9i^Eiv. See prec. word and -ist and cp. gynmo-

sophist.

sophister, n., student in his second or third year

in Oxford and Cambridge Universities.— ME.,

fr. OF. sophistre, fr. L. sophista. See prec. word.

sophistic, sophistical, adj.— L. sophisticus, fr. Gk.

<T09i(iTix6(;, 'pertaining to a sophist', fr. oo-

910T7J?. See sopliist and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivatives; sophistical-ly, adv., sophistical-

ness, n.

sophisticate, tr. v., 1) to render sophistical; 2) to

falsify; 3) to make artificial or worldly-wise;

intr. v., to practice sophistication; n., a sophis-

ticated person. — ML. sophisticdtus, pp. of so-

phisticdre, 'to sophisticate'. See prec. word and

verbal sufF. -ate.

Derivatives: sophisticat-ed, adj., sophistication

(q.v.), sophisticat-or, n.

sophistication, n.— ME. sophisticacioun, fr. ML.

sophisticdtid, gen. -onis, fr. sophisticdtus, pp. of

sophisticdre. See prec. word and -ion.

sophistry, n., clever but unsound reasoning. —
ME. sophistrie, fr. OF. sophisterie, sophistrie (F.

sophisterie), fr. sophiste. See sophist and -ry.

sophomore, n., a second year student at an Amer-

ican university. — Alteration of obsolete so-

phumer, formed fr. sophume, an old var. of so-

phism, fr. Gk. (j69i(j[jia, 'cunning contrivance,

device, invention', fr. 0096?, 'clever, skilful,

wise' ; see sophism. The change of sophumer to

sophomore was due to' a popular misconception

of the former word as a compound of 0096;,

'clever', and (xcopi;, 'foolish, dull'.

Derivatives: sophomor-ic(-al), adj., sophomor-

ic-al-ly, adv,

Sophora, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(tor.) — ModL., fr. Arab, sufdra'', 'yellow

plants', which is rel. to ciffarii, fem. sajrd\

'yellow'. See saffron.

Sophronia, fem. PN. — Gk. Scoypovii, fr.

CT(09pcov, gen. ato9povoi:, 'discreet, prudent',

prop, 'of sound mind', compounded of oS>q,

'safe, sound, whole', and 9p/;v. 'midriff: heart,

mind'. For the first element see Soter, for the

second see phrenetic and cp. Plironima.

-sophy, combining form meaning 'knowledge'.—
ME. -sophie, fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. -sophia, fr.

Gk. -00915, fr. (T09ia. 'skill, wisdom, knowl-

edge', fr. <T096(;, 'clever, skilled". See sophism,

sopor, n., lethargic sleep.— L. sopor, 'deep sleep',

from a causative form of L-E. base *swep-,

*sup-, 'to sleep', whence also Oi. svdpdyali,

'lulls to sleep'. See somnolent.

soporiferous, adj., causing sleep. — Formed with

suflf. -ous fr. L. soporifer, 'sleep-bringing', fr.

sopor, 'deep sleep', and ferre, 'to bear, carry'.

See prec. word and -ferous.

Derivatives: soporiferous-ly, adv., soporiferous-

ness, n.

soporific, adj., causing sleep.— Formed fr. L. so-

por, 'deep sleep', and -ficus, fr. -ficere, unstressed

form otfacere, 'to make, do'. See sopor and -fie.

Derivatives: soporific, n., soporific-al, adj.,

soporific-al-ly, adv.

soprano, n., the highest female voice (mus.)— It.,

a var. oi sovrano, 'highest; supreme, sovereign',

fr. Late L. superdnus, fr. L. supra, 'above'. See

super- and cp. sovereign.

sora, n., a North American rail, Porzana Carolina

(ornithol.) — A native Indian name.

sorb, n., the service tree. — F. sorbe, 'the fruit of

the service tree', fr. L. sorbum, of s.m., fr. sor-

bus, 'the service tree', which prob. stands for

*sor-dhos, and lit. denotes 'the tree with the red-

colored berries', and is cogn. with Lith. saf-tas

'foxy in color', Lett, sorts, 'red-faced'. Cp. serv-

ice tree.

Sorb, n., one of the ancestors of the Slavonic

tribe called the Wends.— G. Sorbe, of Slavonic

origin. Cp. Serb.

sorb, tr. v., to take up by adsorption or absorp-

tion (physical chem.) — L. sorbere, 'to suck in,

swallow up'. See absorb.

Sorbaria, n., a genus of plants of the rose family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. sorbus, 'the service tree'.

See Sorbus and -aria.

sorbefacient, adj., causing absorption. — Com-
pounded of L. sorbere, 'to suck in, swallow up",

diX\d faciens, gen. -entis, pres. part, oijacere, 'to

make, do'. For the first element see absorb, for

the second see -facient, for the ending see suff.

-ent. Cp. absorbefacient.

Derivative: sorbefacient, n.

sorbet, n., sherbet.— P., fr. It. sorbetto, fr. Turk.-

Pers. sherbet (see sherbet) ; influenced in form by

It. sorbire, 'to sip".

Sorbian, adj., pertaining to the Sorbs; n., a Sorb.

— Formed fr. Sorb with sufT. -ian.

sorbite, n., a constituent of carbon steel (metal-

lurgy).— Named after the English geologist and

metallographist Henry Clifton Sorby (1826-

1908). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

sorbitol, also sorbite, n., an alcohol, CjHj^O,,

(chem.)— Sec sorb, subst. suff. -ite and suff. -ol.

Sorbonist, n., a doctor of the Sorbonne. — F.

Sorboniste, fr. MF., formed with suff. -iste (see

-ist) fr. Sorbonne, a celebrated institution of

learning in Paris; so called from its founder Ro-
bert de Sorbon, chaplain and confessor of Louis

IX. Robert de Sorbon himself is named after

Sorbon, a place in the Ardennes, where he was

born in 1201.

Sorbus, n., a genus of trees, the service tree, the

mountain ash (hot.) — L. sorbus, 'service tree'.

See sorb.

sorcerer, n. — MF. (= F.) sorcier, fr. OF., fr.

VL. *sortidrius, 'a caster of lots', fr. *sortidrl, 'to

cast lots', corresponding to L. sortiri, fr. sors,

gen. sortis, 'lot'. See sort, n. For the repetition

of the suff. -er see poulterer and cp. words there

referred to.

sorceress, n.— ME. sorceresse, fr. AF. sorceresse,

formed fr. sorcer-er with suff. -esse. See prec.

word and 1st -ess.

sorcery, n. — ME. sorcerie, fr. OF. sorcerie, fr.

sorcier. See sorcerer and suff. -y (representing

OF. -ie). Cp. F. sorcellerie, which arose through

dissimilation fr. *sorcererie.

sordamente, adv. (to be played) in a muffled

manner (musical direction). — It., formed fr.

sordo, 'deaf, dull-sounding', fr. L. surdus, 'deaf;

dull', with adv. sulT. -mente, fr. L. mente, abl. of

mens, 'mind, reason, thought'. See surd and
mental, 'pertaining to the mind'.

sordavalite, n., a dark-brown glassy substance

(petrogr.)— Named after Sordavala in Finland.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

sordellina, n., a kind of small bagpipe. — It., fr.

sordo, 'deaf; dull-sounding', fr. L. surdus, 'deaf;

dull'. See surd and cp. sordine.

sordes, n., filth, foul matter. — L. sordes, 'dirt,

filth'. See next word.

sordid, adj., 1) filthy; 2) ignoble. — F. sordide,

fr. L. sordidus, 'dirty, foul, filthy, squalid', fr.

sordes, 'dirt, filth', whence also sordere, 'to be

dirty, filthy'; fr. I.-E. base *sword-, 'dark, black,

dirty', whence also Goth, swarts, OE. sweart,

'black'. See swart and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: sordid-ly, adv., sordid-ness, n.

sordine, n., a device used to produce a muffled

tone in musical instruments ; 2) a mute (mus.)—
F. sourdine, fr. It. sordino, sordino, formed with

the dimin. suff. -ina, resp. -ino, fr. sordo, 'deaf;

dull-sounding', fr. L. surdus. See surd and cp.

words there referred to.

sordino, n., a mute (mus.) — It. See prec. word.

sore, adj. — ME. sar, sor, fr. OE. sdr, 'painful,

grievous", rel. to OE. sdr, 'pain, grief (see next

word), and to OS. ser, OFris. sdr, 'painful', ON.
sdr, 'pain, wound", sdrr, 'sore, wounded", MDu.
seer, Du. zeer, 'sore, ache', (adv.) 'very', OS.,

OHG. ser, 'painful', OHG. sero, MHG. sere,

'painfully', G. sehr, 'very', versehren, 'to hurt,

injure", unversehrt, 'uninjured, intact', Goth.

sair, 'pain'. These Teut. words are possibly cogn.

with Olr. sdeth, 'pain, sickness", L. saevus,

'raging, wild, terrible", Lett. si\s, sievs, 'sharp,

biting, cruel'. All these words supposedly derive

fr. I.-E. base *sai-, 'pain, sickness'; see Walde-

Hofmann, LEW., II, p. 262 s.v. saevus and

Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., pp. 698-699 s.v. sehr.

Cp. sorry.

Derivatives: sore, adv. (q.v.), sore-ly, adv., sore-

ness, n.

sore, n., boil, ulcer, etc. — ME. sar, sor, fr. OE.
sdr, 'pain, grief. See prec. word.

sore, adv., sorely, painfully.— ME. sure, sore, fr.



soreaium

OE. sdre, rel. to sdr, 'painful'. See sore, adj.

soredium, n., one of the thallus buds in lichens

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. aapd^, 'a heap'. See

sorus.

sorel, n. — See sorrel.

Sorex, n., the genus of shrews (zool.) — L. sorex,

'a shrew", which stands for *swor-ak-s, and is

cogn. with Gk. fipa^ (for *surak-s), of s.m.,

prop, 'the squeaking animal', from the I.-E.

imitative base *swer-, *surr-, 'to buzz, murmur,
pipe', whence also OI. svdrati, 'sounds', OSlav.

svirati, 'to pipe', L. suswrus, 'hum, whisper'. See

susurration and cp. soricine. Cp. also hyrax,

sorghum, n., a genus of grasses. — ModL., fr. It.

sorgo, 'Indian millet', fr. ML. surgum, surcum,

suricum, fr. L. Syricum(grdmen)\srass) of Syria',

neut. of Syricus, fr. Syria, 'Syria'. See Syrian.

soricine, adj., pertaining to the genus of the

shrews.— L. soriclnus, 'belonging to the shrew',

fr. sorex, gen. sdricis. See Sorex and adj. suff.

-ine (representing L. -inus).

sorites, n
.
, a series of syllogisms in which the pred-

icate of each becomes the subject of the next

(logic).— L., fr. Gk. ckopsEtt]?, acopf-DQ?, short for

(Tu>AoYt.<T[j,5? o(opetTf)(;, 'a heap of syllogisms,

a sorites', fr. c!up6;, 'a heap'. See sorus.

soritical, also soritic, adj., pertaining to a sorites.

— Gk. atopiTixoc, fr. atopeiTYjc;, (KopiTrji;. See

prec. word, resp. also adj. suff. -al.

soroptimist, n., member of a club of business

women and women executives. — Contraction

of sorority and optimist.

sororate, n., marriage with a wife's sister.— Coin-

ed by Sir James George Frazer (1854-1941) on
analogy of levirate fr. L. soror, 'sister'. See

sorority and subst. suff. -ate.

sororicide, n., one who kills his sister. — L. soro-

ricida, compounded ofsoror, gen. sororis, 'sister'

and -cida, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See

sorority and -cide, 'killer'.

sororicide, n., the killing of one'stown sister. —
Late L. sororicidium, fr. L. soror, gen. sororis,

'sister', and -cidium, 'killing', fr. caedere, 'to

kill'. See sorority and -cide, 'killing'.

sorority, n., a society of women. — ML. sordri-

tds, 'sisterhood', fr. L. soror, gen. sororis, 'sister".

See sister and -ity.

sorosis, n., a compound pulpy fruit, as that of the

breadfruit, pineapple, etc. (bot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. CTcdp'jc. 'a heap". See sorus.

sorption, n., the act of sorbing (physical chem.) —
See absorption.

sorrel, adj., reddish brown (said esp. of horses);

n., a sorrel horse. — ME. sorelle, fr. OF. sorel,

'sorel horse", dimin. of sor, 'yellowish-brown;

sorrel horse", fr. Prankish *saur, 'dried', whence
'yellowish-brown", which is rel. to MDu. soor,

'dry', OHG. sdren, 'to become dry', OE. sear,

'withered, barren". See sear, adj., and cp. words
there referred to. Cp. also the first element in

surmullet,

sorrel, n., a plant, Rumex acetosa (hot.) — ME.

14/Cr

sorel, fr. OF. sorele, surele (F. surelle), a dimin-

utive formed fr. Frankish *siir, which is rel. to

OHG., OE. siir, 'sour'. See sour.

sorrow, n. — ME. sorewe, sorwe, fr. OE. sorg (in

the inflected cases of the sing, sorge), 'grief, an-

xiety, affliction', rel. to OS. sorga, ON., Dan.,

Swed. sorg, MDu. sorghe, Du. zorg, OHG. so-

raga, sorga, MHG., G. sorge, Goth, saiirga, and
prob. cogn. with OI. surksati, 'cares for, is con-

cerned about, something', Olr. serg, 'sickness',

OSlav. sraga, 'sickness', Lith. sergu, sifgti, 'to be

sick'.

Derivatives: sorrow, v. (q.v.), sorrow-er, n.,

sorrow-ful, adj., sorrow-ful-ly, adv., sorrow-ful-

ness, a.

sorrow, intr. v. — ME. sorovten, sorwen, fr. OE.
sorgian, 'to grieve, be anxious', fr. sorg. See

sorrow, n.

Derivatives: sorrow-ing, adj., sorrow-ing-ly, adv.

sorry, adj.— ME. sary, sory, fr. OE. sdrig, fr. sdr,

'pain, grief; see sore, n. and adj., and -y (repre-

senting OE. -ig). The spelling sorry (with two
r's) shows the influence of sorrow.

Derivatives: sorri-ly, adv., sorri-li-ness, n.

sort, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) sorte, fr. OF.,

which prob. derives fr. ML. sortem, ace. of sors,

'sort, kind', fr. Late L., 'way, manner', fr. L.,

'fate, lot, condition, state' (whence also OF.,

MF., F. sort, 'lot, fate'), which stands in grada-

tional relationship to serere, 'to join, connect'

;

lots were called sortes because they used to be

strung or threaded. Cp. It. sorte, Sp. suerte,

which also derive fr. L. sortem. See series and
words there referred to and cp. esp. sorcerer, as-

sort, consort, resort, suerte, and the first element

in sortilege.

Derivative: sorl-al, adj.

sort, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sorten, fr. sort. See

sort, n.

Derivatives: sort-able, aiA)., sort-abt-y, adv.,

sort-ed, adj., sort-er, n.

sortes, n. pi., the lots.— L. sortes, pi. of sors. See

sort, n.

sortie, n., attack of the besieged upon the be-

siegers. — F., 'a going out, departure, sally',

prop. fem. pp. of sortir, 'to go out', which prob.

derives fr. VL. *surctus, for L. surrectus, pp. of

surgere, 'to rise'. Cp. Sp. surlir, 'to gush forth',

which also comes fr. VL. *surctus. See surge and

cp. source.
"

Derivative: sortie, intr. v.

sortilege, n., divination by casting lots. — ME.,
fr. OF. sortilege (F. sortilege), fr. ML. sortile-

giiim, fr. L. sortilegus, 'one who divines by lots',

which is compounded of sors, gen. sortis, 'fate,

lot', and the stem of legere, 'to pick up, select,

read". See sort, n., and lecture.

Derivatives : sorlileg-ic, adj., sortileg-er, n.

sorus, n., a cluster of spore cases in ferns (bot.)—
ModL., fr. Gk. cKopoi;, 'a heap', which is of un-

certain origin. Cp. soredium, sorites, sorosis and
the second element in Camptosorus.
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sostenuto, adv., sustained, prolonged (mus.) —
It., pp. of sostenere, 'to sustain, maintain', fr. L.

sttstinere. See sustain.

sot, n., a fool; a habitual drunkard. — ME. sott,

sot, fr. OF. (= F.) sot, fr. ML. sotlus (whence

also MDu. soot, Du. zot, MHG. .sore); fr. Mish-

naic Weh.shote'', 'fool; foolish', prop. part, of

shdtd , 'was foolish'; cp. stuss. Cp. also Lo-

kotsch, EW., No. 1927.

Derivatives: sot, tr. v., to befool, sott-ish, adj.,

sott-ish-ly, adv., sott-ish-ness, n.

Soter, n., 1) an epithet ofZeus (Greek mythol.)—
Gk. atoTYjp, 'savior, deliverer', rel. to ct^j^eiv,

'to save', adtoc, Att. o&nc,, o&q, 'safe, sound,

whole'. See soma, 'body', and cp. Sophronia,

sozin and the second element in creosote.

Sothic, adj., pertaining to, or named after, So-

this.— Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. SciiS'i?,

the Egyptian name of Sirius, the Dog Star.

sotnia, n., a squadron of Cossack cavalry. —
Russ. sotnya, 'a hundred', fr. sto, 'a hundred',

which is rel. to OSlav. suto, and cogn. with

Lith. simtas, Lett, simts, OI. satdm, Gk. s-jca-

t6v, L. centum, OE. hund, etc., of s.m. See hun-

dred.

sotto voce, in an undertone (mus.) — It., lit.

'under the voice'. Sotto comes fr. L. subtus,

'below', whence also F. sous. Proven?, and Ca-

tal. sotz, OSp. soto, OPort. sotto. L. subtus

comes fr. sub, 'under'; see sub, prep., and cp.

soutane. Voce derives fr. L. vdcem, ace. of vox,

'voice' ; see voice.

sou, n., a small French coin. — F., fr. L. solidus,

a gold coin of the Latin Empire, from the adj.

solidus, 'firm, solid'. See solidus.

soubise, n., a sauce.— F., named after Charles de

Rohan (1715-87), Prince de Soubise, fr. Soubise,

a village near Rochefort in France, which was

an ancient seigneury of the Rohan family.

soubrette, n., an intriguing maidservant in come-

dy. — F., fr. Proven? . soubreto, 'affected, con-

ceited', fem. of soubret, fr. soubra, 'to leave

apart', orig. meaning 'to exceed', fr. OProven?.

sobrar, fr. L. superdre, 'to rise above, overcome,

be left over', fr. super, 'over, above, beyond'.

See super- and cp. words there referred to.

soubriquet, n. — See sobriquet.

soucar, n., a Hindu banker. — Hind, sdhukdr, 'a

great merchant, banker', fr. OI. sadhiih,

'straight'. See sadhu.

souchong, n., a kind of fine black Chinese tea. —
Chin, hsiao chung, 'small or fine kind'.

soufiBe, n., soft sound heard through the stetho-

scope (med.)— F., lit. 'puff, breath', back forma-

tion fr. souffler, 'to blow', fr. L. suffldre, fr. sub-

3.tA flare, 'to blow'. See flatus and cp. sofiBone.

souflB^, n., a light—sweet or savory—dish. — F.,

pp. of souffler, 'to blow', used as a noun. See

prec. word.

soug^ intr. v., to make a moaning or murmuring
sound. — ME. swoghen, swoughen, fr. OE.
swdgan, 'to sound, make a noise', which is rel.

to OE. swegan, of s.m., OS. swdgan, 'to rustle',

Goth, gaswogjan, 'to sigh', and cogn. with Lith.

svageti, 'to sound', and possibly also with OI.

vagniih, 'sound'. L. vdgire, 'to cry, roar, sound',

Gk. y]'/.^^^' 'to resound', t;/-/], rix<i>, fffoz,

'sound ; echo'. See echo and cp. vagitus.

sough, n., a moaning or murmuring sound. —
ME. swogh, swough, fr. swoghen, swoughen. See

sough, v.

sought, past tense and pp. of seek. — ME. souht,

fr. OE. sohte, resp. gesdht, past tense, resp. pp.,

of secan. See seek.

soul, n. — ME. saule, soule, fr. OE. sdwol, rel. to

OS. seola, siala, ON. sdla, OFris. sele, MDu.
siele, Du. ziel, OHG. seula, sela, MHG. sele, G.

Seele, Goth, saiwala. These words prob. derive

fr. OTeut. *saiwal6, 'that which is related to a

lake or sea', fr. *saiwa-z, 'lake, sea' ; see sea.

According to ancient Teutonic conceptions

lakes used to serve as dwelling places of the

souls after death. See Kluge-Mitzka, E'WDS.,

p. 697 s.v. Seele.

Derivatives: soul-ed, adj., soul-ful, adj., soul-ful-

ly, adv., soul-ful-ness, n., soul-less, adj., soul-

less-ly, adv., soul-less-ness, n.

sound, n., noise. — ME. soun, fr. OF. (= F.) son,

fr. L. sonus, 'sound', which stands for *swonos,

and is rel. to sondre (for *swendre), 'to sound',

fr. I.-E. base *swen-, 'to sound', whence also

OI. svdnati, 'it sounds', svdnas-, 'noise', svandh,

'sound, tone', svdndh, 'rustling', Olr. senim, 'the

playing of an instrument', OE. geswin, 'music,

song', swinsian, 'to sing', ON. svanr, OE. swan,

'swan", prop, 'the singing bird'. See sonant and

cp. swan. The d in sound is excrescent. Cp.

bound, 'ready', and words there referred to.

sound, intr. and tr. v., to make a sound. — ME.
sonen, fr. OF. soner (F. sonner), fr. L. sondre, 'to

sound'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: sound-er, n., sound-ing, adj., sound-

ing-ly, adv., iound-iijg-ness, n.

sound, adj., healthy. — ME. sound, sund, fr. OE.
gesund, rel. to OS. gisund, OFris. sund, Du. ge-

zond, OHG. gisunt, MHG. gesunt, G. gesund,

'healthy", OE., OS. swid, 'strong', ON. svinnr,

'intelligent, wise", Goth, swinps, MLG. geswin-

de, MHG. geswinde, 'strong', G. geschwind,

'fast, quick'. Cp. the second element in Milicent.

Derivatives: sound, adv., sound-ly, adv., sound-

ness, n.

sound, n., a narrow channel. — ME. sound, sund,

fr. ON. or OE. surui, 'act of swimming; place of

swimming, the sea; a stretch of water which one

can swim across', for *swum-d, which stands in

gradational relationship to swim (q.v.)

sound, tr. and intr. v., to measure the depth of

water. — ME. sounden, sonden, fr. OF. (= F.)

sonder, 'to sound', which prob. derives fr. Late

L. subunddre, 'to submerge', fr. sub- and L. uruia,

'wave'; see undate. It is also possible that F.

sonder, is of Teut. origin; cp. OE. and ON.
sund, 'a stretch of water which one can swim



soundless

across', OE. sundline, 'sounding line", sundrap,

'a sounding rope', and see prec. word.

Derivatives: sound, n., an instrument used to

sound a cavity of the body, sound-able, adj.,

sound-er, n., sound-ing, n., sound-less, adj., un-

fathomable (rare).

soundless, adj. — Formed fr. sound, 'that which

is heard', with suff. -less; first used by Shake-

speare.

Derivatives: soundless-ly, adv., soundless-ness,

n.

soup, n. — F. soupe, fr. OF., which is of Teut.

origin. See sup, 'to sip', and words there referred

to.

Derivatives: soup-er, n., soup-y, adj.

soup(on, n., suspicion. — F., 'suspicion', fr. MF.
sospefon, fr. OF., fr. VL. suspecttonem, ace. of

suspectio, corresponding to L. suspicio. See

suspicion.

sour, adj. — ME. soure, fr. OE. siir, rel. to ON.
silrr, Dan., Swed., Norw. sur, MDu. suur, Du.

zuur, OHG., MHG. siir, G. sauer, and cogn.

with OSlav. syrii, 'moist, raw', Lith. suras, 'sal-

ty', siiris, 'cheese'. F. sur, 'sour, tart' (whence

the diminutive noun surelle, 'sorrel'), is a Teut.

loan word. Cp. sorrel, the plant, surette.

Derivatives: sour, n. and adv., sour-ed, adj.,

sour-ed-ness, n., sour-ing, n., sour-ish, adj., sour-

ish-ly, adv., sour-ish-ness, n., sour-ly, adv., sour-

ness, n.

source, n. — ME. sours, fr. OF. sorse, surse,

sorce (later source), fem. of sors, pp. of sordre,

'to rise', used as a noun, fr. L. surgere, 'to rise'.

See surge and cp 3rd souse, resource.

sourdine, n. — F. See sordine.

souse, n., salt pickle. — ME. souse, fr. OF. souz,

sauce, which—together with OProveng. solz.

It. soldo, of s.m.—is of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG.
sulza (for *sult-ja), 'brine' and see salt. Cp. also

silt.

souse, tr. v., 1) to pickle; 2) to soak, drench; intr.

v., to be or become soaked. — ME. sousen, fr.

OF. souz, souce. See prec. word.

souse, n., the act of swooping down (said of a

hawk). — MF. sors, pp. of sordre, 'to rise, to

spring". See source.

Derivative: souse, intr. v., to swoop down.

soutache, n., braid. — F., fr. Hung, sujtds,

'trimming, galloon", prop, 'blow, strike', fr.

sujt-ani, 'to strike'.

soutane, n., a cassock worn by Roman Catholic

priests. — F., fr. earlier sottane, fr. It. sottana,

'petticoat', lit. 'undergarment", which derives fr.

sotio, 'under", fr. L. suhtus, 'below", fr. sub,

'under". See sub-. F. soutane (for sottane) owes
its form to the influence of F. sous, 'under".

souteneur, pimp; bully. — F., "supporter, pro-

tector; bully', fr. soutenir, 'to sustain', fr. VL.
'suslenire, corresponding to L. sustinere. See

sustain and cp. sostenuto.

south, adv. — ME. suth, south, fr. OE. sad,

'southward, in the south', formed—with com-
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pensatory lengthening of the vowel—fr. Old

Teut. *sunp-, whence also OS., OFris. sUth,

'southward, in the south', MDu. suut, of s.m.

(whence MHG. sUth, 'south wind', earlier New
High German Sud, 'south'; G. Siid, 'south',

goes back to a dial. Du. pronunciation with «.

Cp. the now more usual G. form SUden, 'south',

which is also of Dutch origin, and the Modern
Du. forms zuid, zuiden, 'south'). Cp. Old

Teut. *sunpan, 'from the south' (whence OE.
sitdan, OHG. sundari), and Old Teut. *sunp(r)a,

'southward' (whence OS. sUthar, ON. sadr,

OHG. sundar). These words are possibly rel. to

E. sun. Accordingly south would prop, mean 'the

region of the sun'. For sense development cp.

east. Others connect south, etc., with Teut.

*suinpa-, 'strong; healthy; right' (see sound,

'healthy'). In the sense of this derivation south

would prop, denote the region to the right of

him who faces east (as at the time of prayer).

For sense development cp. Heb. ydmin, Arab.

yamtn, 'the right hand; the south'; cp. also

north and the examples given there.

Derivatives: south, adj., n., and intr. v., south-

er-ly, adj., southern (q.v.), south-ing, n.

southern, adj. — ME. southren, fr. OE. sUderne,

fr. sUd. See south and -ern.

Derivatives: southern-er, n., southern-ize tr. v.

southron, n., inhabitant of the southern part of a

country; an Englishman {archaic). — ME., al-

ter, of southren (under the influence of Brit-on

and other names ending in -on). See prec. word.

southward, adj. and n. — Compounded of south

and adj. suff. -ward.

southward, southwards, adv. — Compounded of

south and adv. suff. -ward, -wards.

souvenir, n., a memento, keepsake. — F., from

fr. OF., from the verb souvenir, 'to remember',

fr. L. subvenire, 'to come up, come to one's

mind', which is formed fr. sub- and venire, 'to

come'. See come and cp. subvene, subvention.-

sovereign, adj. and n. — ME., fr. OF. soyerain,

sovrain (F. souverain), fr. ML. superanus

'chief, principal' (whence also Sp. soberano. It.

soprano), fr. L. super, 'above'. See super- and cp

soprano. The spelling of E. sovereign (with g) is

due to the influence of reign, with which the

word sovereign was associated by folk etymol-

ogy.

Derivatives: sovereign-ly, adv., sovereign-ness,

n., sovereignty (q.v.)

sovereignty, n. — ME. soverainte, sovereinte, fr.

OF. soverainete, fr. soverain. See prec. word and

-ty.

soviet, n. — Russ. sovet, lit. 'council', formed fr.

pref so-, 'with, together with', and -vet, which

occurs only in compounds as ot-vet, 'answer',

pri-vet, "greeting", and is related to OPruss.

vaitiat, 'to speak'. For the pref. see Skupshtina.

Derivatives: soviet, adj., soviet-dom, n., soviet-

ic, adj., soviet-ism, n., soviet-ist, n., soviet-ize,

tr. v., soviet-iz-ation, n.
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sovran, n., sovereign. — Milton's spelling of

sovereign (as if it derived from It. sovrano).

sow, n., female pig. — ME. siiwe, sowe, fr. OE.
sugu, su, rel. to OS., OHG., MHG. su, G. Sau,

Du. zeug, ON. syr, Dan., Swed. so, and cogn.

with Ol. sUkardlj, 'wild boar, swine', Avestic hU,

'wild boar', Toch. B suwo, 'swine', Gk. uc, crO;,

'swine', u'-voq, 'swinish'. Alb. •D'i,h.siis, 'swine',

L. suinus, 'pertaining to swine', OSlav. svinija,

'swine", Lett, suvens, sivens, 'young pig', W.
hucc, Jr. suig, 'swine', Olr. socc, 'snout; plow-

share". All these words derive from the I.-E.

imitative base *sii-, *siiw-, which is proved by

the OI. equivalent sH-kardh, lit. 'maker (= ut-

terer) of the sound sii\ Cp. hog, hyena, socket,

soil, 'to make dirty', suilline, sully, Sus, swine,

and the first element in sybotic, syphilis, Hyos-

cyamus, Hystrix.

sow, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sawen, sowen, fr. OE.

sdwan, rel. to ON. sd, Dan. saa, Swed. s&, OS.

sdian, MDu. sayen, Du. zaaien, OHG. sdwen,

sdjen, MHG.sxjen,G. sden, Goth, saian, fr. I.-E.

base *se{i)-, 'to sow', whence also L. sero, past

tense sevi, pp. satum, 'to sow', OSlav. sejo,

sejati, Lith. seju, seti, 'to sow'. Cp. semen. Cp.

also season, secular, seed and the second element

in colza.

Derivatives: sow-er, n., sow-ing, n.

sowar, n., a native cavalry soldier; a mounted

orderly (India). — Pers. sawdr, 'horseman, rid-

er', fr. MPers. ashdr, fr. OPers. asahdra-,

'horseman', which is compounded of asa-,

'horse", and -bdra, 'carried by". The first ele-

ment is rel. to Avestic aspa-, Ol. dsvah, 'horse"

;

see equine. The second element is rel. to Avestic

baraiti, 'carries; rides', OI. bhdrati, 'bears'; see

bear, 'to carry'.

sowens, n. pi., porridge made from the bran or

husks of oats. — Gael. sUghan, name of the liq-

uid used to make sowens, fr. sQgh, 'juice',

which is cogn. with OE. socian, 'to soak', sHcan,

'to suck'. See soak, suck.

sown, pp. of sow. — ME. sowe{n), fr. OE. ge-

sdwen, pp. of sdvan. See sow, v.

soy, n., 1) a Chinese or Japanese sauce for fish

made from soybean; 2) soybeans. — Jap. shdyU,

fr. Chin, chiang-yu, lit. 'soybean oil'.

soybean, soya-bean, n. — See prec. word.

sozin, n., protein defending the animal body

against bacteria and their toxic products

(biocheni.) — Coined fr. Gk. aoj^civ, 'to save'.

See Soter and -in.

spa, n., a mineral spring. — Fr. Spa, a town in

Belgium having mineral springs.

Derivative: spa, intr. v.

space, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) espace, fr. L.

spatium, 'space, room, extent", which prob. de-

rives fr. I.-E. base *spe(i)-, *sp -, 'to draw,

stretch, span, spread, extend, swell, be success-

ful', whence also OI. sphdyate, 'increases',

sphitdh, 'extended, wide', Gk. oTrav, 'to draw,

to tear away', ornidT], 'a flat wooden instru-

spadix

ment, a broad flat sword', L. spes, 'hope', OSlav.

spejQ, speti, 'to be successful', spechd, 'endeavor,

aspiration', Lith. speju, speti, 'to have leisure,

be quick enough', OSlav. sporU, 'abundant', OS.

spod, 'success', Du. spaed, 'haste, speed', OHG.,
MHG. spuot, 'success', OS. spodian, 'to cause

to succeed', MDu., Du. spoeden, OHG. spuoten,

'to hasten', G. sich sputen, 'to make haste', OE.
spowan, OHG. spuo(e)n, 'to prosper, succeed',

and possibly Goth, spediza, 'later', spedumists,

'latest', OHG. spdti, MHG. spaste, G. spat,

'late'. Cp. expatiate. Cp. also despair, desperate,

epaulet, epauliere, espadon, espalier, Esperanto,

prosperous, spade, 'a tool for digging', spade on
cards, spado, span, spare, adj., spasm, spastic,

spathe, spathic, spatula, spay, speck, 'fat meat',

specktioneer, speed, spick, 'fat meat', sphacelate,

sphendone, spheno-, sphygmus, spin, spissated,

spondyl, spontaneous, spoon.

Derivatives: space, tr. v., space-less, adj., spac-

er, n., spac-ing, n.

spacious, adj. — ME., either fr. MF. (= F.)

spacieux, fr. OF. spacios, or directly fr. L. spa-

tidsus, 'roomy, ample', fr. spatium. See space

and -ous.

Derivatives: spacious-ly, adv., spacious-ness, n.

spadassin, n., a swordsman, bravo. — F., fr. It.

spadaccino, 'swordsman', fr. spada, 'sword', fr.

L. spatha, fr. Gk. tiTra&r). See next word.

spade, n., a tool for digging. — ME., fr. OE.

spadu, rel. to OS. spado, OFris. spada, Dan.,

Swed., MDu., Du. spade, 'spade', MHG. spat{e),

G. Spaten, and cogn. with Gk. ctttix^t), 'a flat

wooden instrument; a broad, two-edged sword'

(whence L. spada, 'a broad wooden instrument,

a broad, two-edged sword'). These words are

formed—with rfA-formative element—fr. I.-E.

base *speU)-, *sp^-, 'to draw, stretch, span,

spread, extend', whence also L. spatium, 'space,

room, extent'. See space and cp. spadassin,

spade on cards, spadilla, spadix, spado, spathe.

Cp. also epaulet and words there referred to.

Derivatives: spade, tr. v., to dig with a spade,

spade-ful, adj.

spade, n., black heart-shaped figure representing

a spade {cards). — Sp. espada, fr. L. spatha, 'a

flat instrument ; a broad sword' (whence also It.

spada, F. ip4e, 'sword'), fr. Gk. CTriS-y;. See

spade, 'a tool for digging'.

spade, n., a castrated animal. — Fr. L. spado. See

spado.

spadger, n., sparrow {slang). — Altered fr. spar-

row.

spadiceous, adj., of the nature of a spadix. —
Formed with sufl". -eous fr. L. spadix, gen. spd-

dicis. See spadix.

spadicose, adj., spadiceous.— See prec. word and

adj. suff. -ose.

spadille, n., ace of spades (omber and quadrille).

—
• Sp. espadilla, dimin. of espada, 'sword', fr. L.

spatha. See spade (on cards).

spadix, n., spike of flowers with a fleshy axis.



spado

surrounded by a spathe (bot^ — L. spddix, 'a

broken palm branch with its fruit', fr. Gk.
(J7raST5, which is rel. to tJTraStov, 'eunuch',

aTtaSiS^etv, 'to strip off', ottSv, 'to draw, to tear

away'. See spade, 'a tool for digging'.

spado, n., a castrated person.— L. spado, fr. Gk.
(jTrdcStdV, 'eunuch', which is rel. to OTrav, 'to

draw, to tear away'. See prec. word.

spaghetti, n. pi., an Italian paste made in sohd

cords. — It., pi. of spaghetto, dimin. of spago,

'cord, thread', which is of uncertain origin.

spahi, spahee, n., formerly a Turkish, later an

Algerian cavalryman. — F. spahi, fr. Turk.

sipahi, fr. Pers. sipdhi, 'warrior, soldier', which

is rel. to Avestic spada-, Pahlavi spdh, 'army'.

Cp. sepoy.

spake, archaic past tense of speak. — ME. spake,

fr. earlier spak, fr. OE. spsec, fr. earlier sprsec,

past tense of sprecan. See speak.

Spalax, n., a genus of rodents izool.)— Gk. OTra-

Xa5, 'mole', lit. 'the digging animal'. See spoil, n.

spall, n., chip. — ME. spalle, prob. a var. of

spalde, fr. spalden, 'to chip, spht' (whence also

obsol. E. spald), rel. to MLG. spalden, spolden,

MDu. spalden, spouden, spouwen, Du. spouwen,

OHG. spaltan, MHG., G. spalten, 'to split',

ON. spjald, speld, 'board, tablet', Goth, spilda,

'table, board', fr. I.-E. base *(s)p(h)el-, 'to

cleave, split', whence also L. spolium, 'skin

stripped from an animal; arms taken from an

enemy; prey, booty'. See spoil, n., and cp. spill.

Cp. also spelt, split.

spall, tr. v., to chip, split; intr. v., to break up. —
ME. spalden. See spall, n.

spalpeen, n., a rascal (Irish). — Ir. spailpln, 'ras-

cal', prop, 'conceited', fr. spailp, 'braggart, con-

ceited', which is rel. to spailp, 'to strut'.

span, n. — ME. spanne, fr. OE. spann, 'stretch,

span', rel. to ON. sponn, Swed. spann, Dan.

spand, MDu. spanne, Du. spanne, span, OHG.
spanna, MHG. spanne, spange, G. Spanne,

'span', and to the E. verb span (q.v.)

Derivative: span-less, adj.

span, tr. and intr. v. — ME. spannen, fr. OE.
spannan, 'to clasp, fasten, stretch, span", rel. to

ON. spenna, Dan. spsende, Norw., OFris.

spanna, MDu., Du. spannen, OHG. spannan,

MHG., G. spannen, 'stretch, span'; prob.

formed—with n-formative element—fr. I.-E.

base *spe(i)-, *sp -, 'to draw, span, stretch, ex-

tend, swell', whence L. spatium, 'space, room,

extent'. See space and cp. spin, spontaneous; cp.

also spancel, spang, spangle, inspan. In some
senses the verb span derives directly from the

noun span (q.v.)

Derivative: spann-er, n.

span-, form of spano- before a vowel.

spandrel, n., the space between the curve of an

arch and the mold enclosing it (archil.) — ME.
spaundrell, dimin. formed fr. AF. espaundre, fr.

OF. espandre (F. ipandre), 'to spread out, ex-

tend', fr. L. expandere. See expand.
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spanemia, spanaemia, n., anemia (med.) — Medi-

cal L., fr. Gk. mzoL-ioq, 'scarce", and al|jia,

'blood'. See spano- and -emia.

spangolite, n., a basic sulfate of aluminum and
copper (mineral.) — Named after Norman
Spang of Etna, Alleghany County, Pennsyl-

vania. For the ending see combining form -lite.

Spaniard, n. — ME. Spaignard, fr. OF. Espaig-

nard, fr. Espaigne, 'Spain'. See Spanish and -ard.

spaniel, n., any of several breeds of dogs of Span-

ish origin.— ME. spainel, 'Spanish; spaniel', fr.

ME. espaignol (F. epagneul), lit. 'a Spanish

dog', fr. Sp. espanol, 'Spanish', fr. "VL. Hispa-

niolus, fr. L. Hispania, 'Spain'. See Spanish.

Spanish, adj. — ME. Spainish, fr. Spain, fr. OF.
Espaigne (F. Espagne), fr. L. Hispania, which is

prob. of Iberian origin. The pref. ;- in (H)i-

spania represents the Iberian def. article. Cp.

Hellenistic Gk. STtavia and Late L. Spdnia,

'Spain'. For the ending see adj. suff. -ish. Cp.

the two prec. words.

spank, intr. v., to move swiftly. — Back forma-

tion fr. spanking.

spank, tr. and intr. v., to strike; n., a slap. — Of
imitative origin.

spanking, adj., fine, strong. — Of Scand. origin.

Cp. Dan. spanke, 'to strut".

span-new, adj., quite new. — ME. spanne we, fr.

ON. spdnnyr, spdnyr, which is compounded of

spdnn, 'chip, shaving', and nyr, 'new'. The first

element is rel. to MDu. spien, Du. spaan, OHG.,
MHG. span, G. Span, OE. spon, 'chip, shaving';

see spoon and cp. words there referred to. For

the second element see new. For sense develop-

ment cp. spick and span.

spano-, before a vowel span-, combining form

meaning 'scarce' (med.) — Gk. CTTravo-, aTrav-,

fr. (TTvavo;, 'rare, scarce, uncommon'; of uncer-

tain origin.

spar, n., mast, yard. — ME. sparre, 'spar, beam,

rafter", rel. to ON. sparri, Dan., Swed. sparre,

OS., OHG. sparro, MDu., MHG. sparre, Du.

spar, G. Sparren, 'spar, rafter", Du. sperren, 'to

bar, block up', G. sperren, 'to close, shut, bar'

(the orig. meaning was 'to furnish with spars';

whence 'to close with spars'). See spear.

Derivative: spar, tr. v., to furnish with spars..

spar, n., a nonmetallic lustrous mineral. — LG.
spar, 'gypsum', fr. MLG., rel. to OE. spsr- in

spser-stdn, 'gypsum', and to spieren, 'of gypsum'

;

cp. fluorspar. The modem use of spar is due to

a confusion with G. Spat, 'spar'; see spathic

and cp. feldspar.

Derivative: sparr-y, adj.

spar, intr. v., to fight with the fists. — MF. es-

parer (F. Sparer), 'to fight with the fists', fr. It.

sparare, fr. pref. s- (fr. L. ex, 'out of, from') and

parare, 'to ward off'. See 1st ex- and parry.

Derivatives: spar, n., the act of sparring, sparr-

ing, n.

spar, n., a member of the Women's Reserve of

the U.S. Coast Guard formed November 23,

i-

1942. — Formed from the initials of the motto

of the Coast Guard : 5emper Paratus— Always

i?eady ('always ready' is the translation of L.

semper pardtus).

sparable, n., a small headless nail. — Corruption

of sparrow-bill; so called from its shape.

spare, adj.— ME., fr. OE. spser, 'sparing, frugal',

rel. to ON. sparr, OHG. spar, 'spare', and to

OE. spartan, 'to spare', and cogn. with OSlav.

sporH, 'abundant, long lasting', Russ. sporyj,

Czech sporj^, 'abundant, copious', Czech spofiti,

'to spare, save', Ol sphdrdh, 'extensive', sphirdh,

'fat'. Arm. p'art^am, 'abundant'. All these

words are derivatives of I.-E. base *spe(i)-, *sp -,

'to draw, stretch, span, spread, extend'. See

space and cp. spare, v.

Derivatives: spare, n., spare-ly, adv., spare-ness,

n.

spare, tr. and intr. v., to show mercy to, to spare.

— ME. sparen, fr. OE. sparian, rel. to OS. spa-

ron, ON., Swed. spara, Dan., Norw. spare, OFris.

sparia, MDu., Du. sparen, OHG. sparon, sparen,

MHG. spam, G. sparen, and to OE. spser,

'sparing, frugal'. See spare, adj., and cp. epergne.

Derivatives: spar-er, n., spar-ing, adj., spar-ing-

ly, adv.

sparerib, n., a piece of pork consisting of ribs

with a little meat adhering to them. — MLG.
ribbesper, compounded of ribbe, 'rib', and sper,

'spit' ; see rib and spear. Ribbesper orig. meant 'a

spit thrust through with pieces of ribs'. Earlier

Dan. ribbenspaer and G. Rippespeer are also

borrowed from MLG.
sparger, n., 1) a sprinkler; 2) a vessel for sprink-

ling. — Fr. obsol. sparge, fr. OF. espargier, fr.

L. spargere, to scatter, sprinkle'. See sparse

and agential suff. -er and cp. Spergula.

Sparidae, n. pi., a family of marine fishes, the

sea bream (ichlhyol.) — ModL., formed with

suff. -idae fr. L. sparus, 'gilthead', fr. Gk. CTTra-

po?. See Sparus and cp. sparoid.

spark, n., a glowing particle.— ME. sparke, sper-

ke, fr. OE. spearca, rel. to MLG. sparke, 'spark',

sparken, 'to sparkle', MDu. spranke, 'spark",

spranken, 'to sparkle', fr. l.-E. base *sper(e)g-,

*spher(e)g-, 'to strew, sprinkle', whence also L.

spargere, 'to scatter, sprinkle". See sparse and cp.

sparger. Cp. also spree, spry.

Derivatives; spark, v. (q.v.), spark-ish, adj.,

spark-ishly, adv., spark-ish-ness, n., spark-less,

&A].,spork-like, a.d'}.,spark-y, adj., spark-i-ness,n.

spark, intr. v. — ME. sparken, fr. OE. spearcian,

fr. spearca, 'spark'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: spark-er, n., spark-ing, n.

spark, n., a gallant, a beau, a lover. — Prob. fr.

ON. sparkr, 'lively', and rel. to spark, 'a glowing

particle'.

sparkle, intr. v., to emit sparks. — ME. sparklen,

freq. of sparken. See spark, v. and n., and freq.

suff. -le.

Derivatives: sparkl-er, n., sparkl-ing, adj.,

sparkl-ing-ly, adv., sparkl-ing-ness, n.

apartium

sparkle, n., a little spark. —• Formed fr. the noun
spark with dimin. suff. -le.

sparklet, n., a little spark.— Formed fr. the noun
spark with dimin. suff. -let.

sparoid, adj., pertaining to the Sparidae; n., one

of the Sparidae, a sea bream. — Compounded
of Gk. (TTTapo?, 'gilthead', and -oeiSr]?, 'like', fr.

eISo?, 'form, shape'. See Sparus and -oid.

sparrow, n. — ME. sparwe, sparewe, sparowe, fr.

OE. spearwa, rel. to ON. sporr, OHG. sparo,

MHG. spar (gen. sparwes), G. Sper-ling, Goth.

sparwa, and cogn. with Co. frau, Bret, frao,

'crow', OPruss. spurglis, 'sparrow', Gk. oizip-

youXo?, anopyiXoi;, 'a small field bird', (|/ap,

gen. <!^afbc„ 'starling' (formed with metathesis

of sp- inXo ps-), and perh. also with L. parra (for

*psarral), 'a bird of ill omen'. For a similar

simplification ofinitial/jj to pep. Gk. tj^rjXacpav,

'to grope', with its Latin cognate palpdre, 'to

touch, stroke'. Cp. Psaronius, spavin.

sparrowgrass, n., asparagus (colloq.) — Formed
by folk etymology from asparagus.

sparse, adj. — L. sparsus, pp. of spargere, 'to

scatter, sprinkle', fr. I.-E. base *sper(e)g-,

*spher(e)g-, 'to strew, sprinkle ; to sprout, swell,

burst', whenc ealso OL sphurjati, 'it crackles',

Avestic fra-spar^ya-, 'branch, twig', Gk. <79a-

payEiv, 'to crackle', c!7iapaY(/.6(;, 'a tearing,

rending', (TTCapyav, 'to swell, be ripe', atiTriipaYo?

'asparagus', Lith. sprdgti, 'to germinate, bud',

sprageti, 'to crackle', spiirgas, 'sprout', sproga,

'spark', OE. spearca, 'spark', Olr. arg, 'a drop',

W. eira, OCo. irch, Co. er, 'snow'. Cp. aspara-

gus, asperges, asperse, disperse, interperse, spar-

ger, spark, sparsile, Spergula, sprag, spray, 'a

small branch', sprig, sprinkle. Cp. also speak.

Derivatives: sparse-ly, adv., sparse-ness, n.

sparsile, adj., scattered (astron.) — Late L. spar-

silis, fr. L. sparsus, pp. of spargere. See prec.

word and -ile.

sparsity, n., sparseness. — Formed with suff. -ity

fr. L. sparsus, pp. of spargere. See sparse.

Spartacist, n., an adherent of the extreme socia-

list party founded by Karl Liebknecht in 1918.

— Named after Spartacus, leader in the Gladia-

torial War (73-71 B.C.E.) For the ending see

suff. -ist.

Spartan, adj. and n. — L. Spartdnus, 'of Sparta',

fr. Sparta, fr. Gk. STrapxT), name of the capital

of Laconia.

Derivatives; Spartan-ic, adj., Spartan-ic-al-ly,

adv. Spartan-ism, n., Spartan-ize, tr. and intr.

v., Spartan-ly, adv.

sparteine, spartein, n., a colorless liquid, C^jH^jN^

(chem.)— Formed fr. Spartium with suff. -in (e).

sparterie, n., fabric made of esparto grass. — Sp.

esparterie, fr. esparto. See esparto and -ery.

Spartina, n. , a genus of plants, the cord or marsh
grass (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. CTTiapTivJt), 'rope,

cord', fr. awapTov, 'rope, cable; Spanish

broom; esparto'. See esparto and cp. next word.

Spartlom, n., a genus of plants, the Spanish



spartie

broom {hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. aTrxpxiov, 'a

small cord; Spanish broom', dimin. of CTraprov,

'rope, cable; Spanish broom; esparto'. See es-

parto and cp. prec. word.

spartie, intr. v., to kick about (Scot.)— Du. spar-

telen, 'to flounder', fr. MDu. spartelen, sperte-

len, which is of uncertain, possibly imitative,

origin.

Spams, n., a genus of fishes of the sea bream
family (ickthyol.) — L. sparus, 'gilthead', fr.

Gk. (JTiapoi;, prop, 'a spearshaped fish', and

derivatively identical with L. sparus, 'a hunting

spear', which is prob. cogn. with ON. spjiir, OE.
spere, 'spear'. See spear and cp. Sparidae, spar-

oid.

spasm, n., involuntary muscular contraction. —
ME. spasme, fr. MF. spasme, fr. L. spasmus, fr.

Gk. a7taa[i6(;, 'spasm, convulsion', fr. CTtav,

'to draw, tear, tear out', fr. I.-E. base *spe(i)-,

*sp -, 'to draw, span, stretch, extend'. See

space and cp. spasmatic, perispomenon. Cp. also

stadium.

Derivative: spasm-ic, adj.

spasmodic, adj., characteristic of spasms, convul-

sive. — ML. spasmodicus, formed with adj. sufT.

-icus (see -ic) fr. Gk. cjTratifxtoSTjc, 'of the na-

ture of a spasm', fr. ov:a.o\xitz, 'spasm', and

-<iiS7](;, 'like'. See spasm and -ode, 'like'.

Derivatives: spasmodic-al, adj., spasmodic-al-ly,

adv., spasmodic-al-ness, n.

spasmophilia, n., a disease characterized by a

tendency to spasms (med.) — Medical L., com-

pounded of Gk. CTTiaaixo?, 'spasm, convulsion',

and cpiXia, 'love, friendship', fr. 9i>.Etv, 'to

love'. See spasm, -phil and 1st -ia.

Derivative: spasmophil-ic, adj.

spastic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized by,

spasm. — L. spaslicus, fr. Gk. aT:rx.ai:i.y.6Q,

'drawing in", fr. aiziyy, 'to draw'. See spasm and

adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: spastic-al-Iy, adv., spastic-ity, n.

spastic paralysis {med.) — A term coined by the

Irish physician William Stokes (1804-78).

spat, n., spawn of oyster; intr. v., to spawn (said

of oyster). — Prob. a blend of spit, 'to eject",

and spatter.

spat, n., a short gaiter. — Abbreviation of spat-

terdashes.

spat, n., a sharp sound, a blow. — Of imitative

origin.

spat, n., something that splashes. — Du. spat, rel.

to spatten, 'to splash, spatter" ; of imitative origin.

spat, past tense of spit. — ME. spatte, fr. OE.
spitte, past tense of sp^tan. See spit, 'to eject".

Spatangina, n., a suborder of sea urchine (zool.)

— ModL., fr. Late L. spatangius, 'a kind of sea

urchin", fr. Gk. a:raTa-fi'y;i;, of s.m., which is of

unknown origin.

spatchcock, n., fowl killed and cooked immedia-

tely. — Prob. an alteration of spitchcock.

Derivative: spatchcock, tr. v.

spate, n., flood, esp. flood of a river. — ME., of

uncertain origin; possibly derived fr. OF. es-

poit, 'flood', fr. Du. spuiten, 'to flow, spout',

which is rel. to spout.

spathaceous, adj., having a spathe; resembling a

spathe. — See next word and -aceous.

spathe, n., a sheathing bract (60?.) — F., fr. L.

spatha, 'a broad, flat sword; spathe of the palm
tree", fr. Gk. CTTraS-vj ; formed—with -t/A-forma-

tive element—fr. I.-E. base *spe(i)-, *sp'^-, 'to

draw, stretch, spread, extend'. See spade, 'a

tool for digging'.

spathic, adj., resembling spar. — F. spathique, fr.

spath, fr. G. Spat(h), now spelled Spat, 'spar',

which is formed—with -^-formative element

—

fr. L-E. base *spe(i)-, *sp^-, 'to draw, stretch,

spread, extend; a flat piece of wood". Dan.,

Swed. spat, Du. spaat. It. spatto, Sp. espato,

'spar", are also borrowed fr. G. Spath. See

space and cp. the second element in feldspar,

feldspathic. Cp. also prec. word. For the ending

see adj. suff. -ic.

spathiform, adj., resembling spar. — A hybrid

coined fr. G. Spatih) and L. forma, 'form,

shape'. See prec. word and form, n.

spathose, adj., spathaceous. — See spathe and

adj. suff. -ose.

spathose, adj., spathic. — A hybrid coined fr. G.

Spat(h) (see spathic) and -ose, an adj. suff. of

Latin origin.

spathous, adj., of the nature of spathe. — See

spathose, 'of the nature of spathe", and -ous.

spatial, adj., pertaining to space. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. spatium, 'space". See space.

Derivatives: spatial-ity, n., spatial-ly, adv., spa-

tial-ize, tr. v., spatial-iz-ation, n.

spatter, tr. and intr. v. — Prob. of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. Du. spatten, 'to splash, spatter".

Derivatives: spatter, n., spaltcr-iiig, adj., spat-

ter-ing-ly, adv.

spatterdashes, n. pi., a long gaiter. — Compound-
ed of spatter and dash. Cp. spat, 'short gaiter'„

spatula, n., an instrument resembling a knife. —
L., lit. 'a broad piece', dimin. of spat(h)a, 'a

broad tool or weapon", fr. Gk. <^-y.ytT,. See

spathe and -ule.

Derivatives: spatul-ar, spatul-ate, adjs.

spatule, n., spatula. — F., fr. L. spatula. See prec.

word.

spatuliform, adj. — See spatula and form, n.

spavin, n., disease of the hock joint of tht horse.

— ME. spaveyne, fr. OF. esparvin (¥. eparvin),

prob. fr. Frankish *sparwun, ace. of *sparo, fr.

Teut. *sparwo, "sparrow", which is rel. to OHG.
sparo, of s.m., hence lit. 'sparrowlike disease";

so called from the jerky motion of a spavined

horse resembling the hopping of a sparrow.

Cp. It. spavenio, Sp. esparavdn. Port, esparavao,

'spavin', and see sparrow.

Derivative: spavin-ed, adj.

spawn, tr. v., to produce or deposit (eggs or

spawn); intr. v., to produce or deposit spawn.
— ME. spawnen, for 'spaunden, fr. AF. espaun-

U83 specKie

dre, corresponding to OF. espandre (F. ^pan-

dre), 'to spread, scatter, shed', fr. L. expandere,

'to spread out'. See expand and cp. spandreL

Derivatives: spawn, n., spawn-er, n.

spay, tr. v., to remove the ovaries of a female ani-

mal. — ME. spayen, fr. AF. espeer, 'to cut with

a sword', fr. espee (F. epee), 'a sword', fr. L.

spatha, fr. Gk. OTta&v). See spathe and cp. spado.

Derivative: spay-ing, n.

speak, intr. and tr. v. — ME. speken, fr. OE. spe-

can, fr. earlier sprecan, rel. to OS. sprecan,

OFris. spreka, MDu. spreken (var. speken), Du.

spreken, OHG. sprehhan (var. spehhari), MHG.,
G. sprechen, 'to speak', ON. spraki, 'rumor,

report', and cogn. vrith "W. ffraeth (for *sprak-

to-), 'eloquent'. All these words derive fr. base

*sprek-, 'to speak', which, however, orig.

meant 'to make a noise, shout, cry, crackle', fr.

I.-E. base *sper(e)g-, *spher{e)g-, 'to strew,

sprinkle; to sprout, burst', whence also OX.

sphurjati, 'it crackles', Gk CT9apaYetv, 'to

crackle', L. spargere, 'to scatter, sprinkle'. See

sparse and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

speech, spokesman.

Derivatives: speak-able, adj., speak-able-ness,

n., speak-abl-y, adv., speak-er, n., speak-er-ess,

n., speak-er-ship, n., speak-ing, adj., speak-ing-

ly, adv., speak-ing-ness, n., speak-less, adj.

spear, n. — ME. spere, fr. OE. spere, rel to OS.

sper, ON. spjor, OFris. sper(e), spiri, Du. speer,

OHG., MHG. sper, G. Speer, 'spear', and to

ON. sparri, 'spar, rafter', and prob. cogn. with

L. sparus, 'hunting spear', sparus, 'gilthead'.

Cp. spar, 'mast, yeard', Sparus.

Derivatives; spear, tr. and intr. v., spear-y, adj.

special, adj. — ME., fr. OF. especial (F. special),

fr. L. specialis, 'individual, particular, special',

fr. species, 'sight, look, appearance; kind". See

species and adj. sufT. -al and cp. especial, which

is a doublet of special.

Derivatives: special, n., special-ism, n., special-

ist, n., special-ist-ic, adj., speciality (q.v.), spe-

cial-!ze, tr. and intr. v., special-iz-ation, n.,

special-ly, adv., special-ness, n.

speciality, n. — ME. specialite, fr. MF. (= F.)

specialite, fr. L. specidlitdtem, ace. oi specidlitas,

'peculiarity', fr. specialis, 'individual, particular,

special'. See special and suff. -ity and cp. spe-

cialty, which is a doublet of speciality.

specialty, n. — ME. specialte, fr. MF. especialte,

a var. of specialite. See prec. word.

specie, n., coin (in contradistinction to paper

money).— Fr. L. specie (moTe exactly in specie),

'in kind', abl. of species. See next word.

species, n. — L. species, 'a seeing, sight, look, ap-

pearance, shape, form ; kind, sort, species ; qual-

ity, aspect; ornament, beauty", rel. to specere

(also—through back formation from the com-

pound verbs

—

spicere), 'to see, look at, behold",

and cogn. with OI. spdsati, pdsyati (metathesis),

'sees', spdf, spdsah, 'spy, scout', Avestic spasyei-

ti, 'spies', Alb. paSe, 'I saw", Gk. a>t^7tTO[jiai (fr.

*(j)tl7r!,o[i.ai., fr. 'ajtSTC-, metathesis ofaTrsx-),

'I look closely at', ozotco? (metathesis for

*(jTCox6<;
)
,'one that watches ; spy',OHG. spehon,

MHG. speken, 'to examine closely', G. spahen,

'to spy". All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

speJc-, 'to look at, examine, spy'. See spy and cp.

spice, which is a doublet of species. Cp. also as-

pect, auspice, circumspect, conspecies, conspec-

tus, conspicuous, despicable, despise, despite,

frontispiece, haruspex, inspect, introspect, mi-

croscope, periscope, perspective, perspicaceous,

perspicuous, prospect, prospectus, respect, res-

pite, retrospect, sceptic, scope, -scope, soup^n,

special, specie, specify, specimen, specious, spec-

tacle, specter, spectrum, speculate, spiegeleisen,

spite, suspect, suspicion,

specifiable, adj. — Formed fr. specify with sufi".

-able,

specific, adj. — ML. specificus, fr. L. species. See

species and -fie.

Derivatives: specific, a., specific-al, adj., speci-

fic-al-ity, n., specific-al-ly, adv., specific-al-ness,

n., specification (q.v.), specific-ity, n., specific-

ness, n.

specification, n. — ML. specificdtio, gen. -onis

(prob. through the medium of F. specification),

fr. specificdtus, pp. of specificdre. See specify

and -ation.

specify, tr. v. — ME. specifien, fr. OF. specifier

(F. specifier), fr. ML. specificdre. See species

and -fy.

Derivative: specifi-er, n.

specimen, n. — L., 'indication, mark, example,

sign, evidence", fr. specere, 'to see, look at'.

See species and -men.

speciosity, n., the quality or state of being spe-

cious. — Late L. speciositds, 'beauty', fr. L.

specidsus. See specious and -ity.

specious, adj., seeming to be good; plausible. —
L. specidsus, 'good-looking, beautiful', fr. spe-

cies. See species and -ous.

Derivatives: specious-ly, adv., specious-ness, n.

speck, n., a small spot. — ME. spekke, fr. OE.

specca, rel. to earlier Du. speckel, Du. spikkel,

'speck, speckle, spot", MDu. spekelen, 'to

sprinkle", and prob. cogn. with Lith. spiiogas,

'spot". Cp. speckle.

Derivatives: speck, tr. v., to mark with small

spots, speck-ed, adj., speck-ed-ness, n., speck-

less, adj., speck-y, adj., speck-i-ness, n.

speck, n., fat meat. — Fr. Du. spek (see J. F.

Bense, Dictionary of the Low-Dutch Element

in the English Language, p. 440), which is rel.

to OE. spic, ON. spik, Dan. spxk, Swed. spack,

Norw. spekk, OFris., OHG. spek, MHG. spec,

G. Speck, 'backon; blubber", and cogn. with

01. sphij-, sphigi, 'buttock, haunch". These

words are -^-enlargements of l.-E. base "speii)-,

*sp -, 'to spread, extend, swell". See space and cp

.

spick. Cp. also the first element in specktioneer.

speckle, n., a small spot. — Formed fr. speck, 'a

small spot', with dimin. suff. -le.



specKtioneer

Derivatives: speckl-ed, speckl-ed-y, adjs.

specktioneer, specksioneer, n., chief harpooner in

a whaler. — Du. speksnijer, a colloquial var. of

speksnijder, fr. spek, 'blubber' and snijden, 'to

cut'. For the first element see speck, 'fat meat',

for the second see snath.

specs, n. pi.— Abbreviation of spectacles.

spectacle, n., sight; a public display; spectacles,

pi., eyeglasses. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L.

spectdculum, 'show, sight, spectacle', fr. spec-

tare, 'to look at, behold', freq. of specere. See

species and -de.

Derivative: spectad-ed, adj.

spectacular, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ar

fr. L. spectdculum. See prec. word.

Derivatives: spectacular, n., spectacularism

(q.v.), spectacular-ity, n., spectacular-ly, adv.

spectacularism, n. — A hybrid formed fr. spec-

tacular and -ism, a suff. of Greek origin.

spectator, n.— L. spectator, 'looker on, beholder,

observer', fr. spectdtus, pp. of spectdre, 'to look

at, behold', freq. of specere. See species and
-ator.

Derivatives: spectator-ial, spectator-y, adjs.,

spectator-ship, n.

spectatress, n. — See prec. word and 1st -ess.

specter, spectre, n. — F. spectre, fr. L. spectrum,

'appearance, apparition, specter'. See spectrum.

spectral, adj. — Formed fr. sceptrum with adj.

suff. -al.

Derivatives: spectral-Uy, n., spectral-ly, adv.,

spectral-ness, n.

spectro-, combining form for spectrum. —• See

spectrum.

spectrogram, n., photographical reproduction of

a spectrum. — A hybrid coined fr. L. spectrum,

'appearance, image', and Gk. yp6i\j.\j.(x., 'that

which is written'. See spectro- and -gram.

spectrograph, n., an instrument for reproducing a

spectrum photographically. — A hybrid coined

fr. L. spectrum, 'appearance, image', and Gk.
-Ypa90i;, fr. Ypdtipeiv, 'to write". See spectro-

and -graph.

Derivatives: spectrograph-ic, adj., spectro-

graph-ic-al-ly, adv., spectrograph-y, n.

spectrobeUogram, n., a photograph of the sun. —
Se next word and heliogram.

spectroheliograph, n., an instrument for photo-

graphing the sun. — A hybrid word coined fr.

L. spectrum, 'appearance, image', Gk. v^^toc,

'sun', and Gk. --j'pa9oc, fr. Ypd9£LV, 'to write'.

See spectro- and heliograph.

Derivative: spectroheliograph-ic, adj.

spectrology, n., the study of spectrum analysis. —
A hybrid coined fr. L. spectrum, 'appearance,

image", and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who
speaks fin a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See spectro- and -logy.

Derivatives: spectrolog-ic-al, adj., spectrotog-ic-

al-ly, adv.

spectrometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the angular deviation of a ray of light caused by
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a prism. — A hybrid coined fr. L. spectrum,

'appearance, image', and Gk. [xsTpov, 'meas-

ure'. See spectro- and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: spectrometr-ic, adj., spectrometr-y,

n.,

spectrophone, n., a spectroscope in which the

different rays of light produce distinctive sounds.
— A hybrid coined fr. L. spectrum 'appearance,

image', and Gk. 90JV7;, 'sound, voice'. See

spectro- and phone, 'speech sound'.

spectroscope, n., an instrument for forming and
analyzing spectra. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

spectrum, 'appearance, image', and Gk. -rnt.h-

Tttov, fr. (JXOTTstv, 'to look at, examine'. See

spectro- and -scope.

Derivatives: spectroscop-y, n., spectroscop-ic,

spectroscop-ic-al, adjs., spectroscop-ic-al-ly, adv.,

spectroscop-ist, n.

spectnmi, n., colored band, ranging from red to

violet, produced when a ray of white light

passes through a prism. — L., 'appearance,

image', fr. specere, 'to see, look at'. See species

and cp. words there referred to.

specular, adj., pertaining to, or like, a speculum.

— L. speculdris, 'pertaining to a mirror, of the

nature of a mirror', fr. speculum. See speculum

and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivative: specular-ly, adv.

Specularia, n., a genus of plants, the Venus's

looking-glass (bol.) — ModL., fr. L. speculum

Veneris, ('Venus's looking-glass'), the ML.
name of the campanula. See speculum and -ia.

speculate, intr. v., to think, conjecture. — L. spe-

culdtus, pp. of specular!, 'to watch, observe, ex-

amine', fr. specula, 'lookout, watchtower', fr.

specere, 'to see, look at'. See speculum and

verbal suff. -ate and cp. prec. word.

speculation, n. — ME., fr. Late L. speculdlio, gen.

-onis, fr. L. speculdtus, pp. oi specular!. See prec.

word and -ion.

speculative, adj. — ME. speculatif, fr. MF. (=
F.) speculatif(Cem. speculative), fr. Late-L. specu-

Idtivus (fern, speculdtiva), fr. L. speculdtus, pp.

of specular!. See speculate and -ive.

Derivatives: speculative, n., speculative-ly, adv.,

speculative-ness, n.

speculator, n. — L. speculator, 'looker out, spy,

explorer', fr. speculdtus, pp. of speculdri. See

speculate and agential suff. -or.

speculatory, adj. — L. speculdtdrius, fr. speculd-

tus, pp. of speculdri. See speculate and adj. suff.

-ory.

speculum, n., mirror. — L., fr. specere, 'to see,

look at' ; see species and cp. speculate. Cp. also

spiegeleisen. For sense development cp. looking-

glass.

sped, past tense and pp. of the verb speed.— ME.
spedde, fr. OE. spedde, past tense and pp. of

spedan. See speed, v.

speech, n. — ME. speche, fr. OE. spSc, fr. earlier

sprxc, rel. to OS. sprdka, OFris. spreke, MDu.
sprdke, Du. spraak, OHG. sprdhha, MHG.
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sprdche, G. Sprache, 'speech', and to OE.
sprecan, 'to speak'. See speak.

Derivatives: speech, n., speech-er, n., speech-ful,

adj., speech-ful-ness, n., speech-ing, n., speech-

less, adj., speech-less-ly, ad\., speech-less-ness, n.

speechiflcation, n. — Formed from next word.

For the ending see suff. -fication.

speechify, intr. v., to make speeches (used humor-
ously or contemptuously). — A hybrid coined

fr. speech and suff. -fy.

Derivatives : speechifi-er, n., speechify-ing, n.

speed, n. — ME. spede, fr. OE. sped, 'success,

prosperity', rel. to OS. spod, 'success', Du. spoed,

'haste, speed', OHG., MHG. spuot, 'success',

OS. spodian, 'to cause to succeed', MDu., Du.

spoeden, OHG. spuoten, 'to hasten', G. slch spu-

ten, 'to make haste', OE. spowan, OHG.
spuo(e)n, 'to prosper, succeed', fr. I.-E. base

*spe{i)-, *sp^-, 'to stretch, extend', whence also

L. spatium, 'space, room, extent'. See space and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: speed, v. (q.v.), speedy (q.v.)

speed, intr. and tr. v. — ME. speden, fr. OE.
spedan, 'to succeed; to make successful', fr.

sped, 'success, prosperity'. See speed, n.

Derivatives: speed-er, n., speed-ing, adj.

speedily, adv. — ME. spedity, fr. spedy. See

speedy and adv. suff. -ly.

speedometer, n., an instrument for measuring

speed. — A hybrid coined fr. E. speed, n., and

Gk. [i^Tpov, 'measure'; see meter, 'poetical

rhythm'. The correct form is tachometer (q.v.),

in which both elements are of Greek origin.

speedy, adj. •— ME. spedy, fr. spede. See speed,

and adj. suff. -y.

Derivative: speedi-ness, n.

speer, intr. and tr. v., to inquire (Scot.) — ME.
speren, spiren, fr. OE. spyrian, 'to inquire', prop,

'to follow the track of. See spur.

speiss, n., a mixture of arsenides {metal.) — G.

Speise, 'food; speiss', fr. MHG. spise, fr. OHG.
spisa, fr. ML. spesa, spensa, 'provisions', fr. L.

expensa, 'disbursement', prop. neut. pi. pp. of

expendere, 'to weigh out money, pay down'.

See expense.

spelaean, spelean, adj., pertaining to a cave. —
Formed with suff. -an fr. L. spelaeum, speleum,

'cavern, cave', fr. GJc. aTnqXaiov, which is rel. to

Homeric Gk. otteoc, fstzzXoc,, of s.m. Cp. spe-

luncar.

spelaeology, speleology, n., the study of caves. —
Compounded of Gk. OTn^Xaiov, 'cavern, cave',

and -Xoyia, fr. -Xovoc, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See prec. word and -logy.

spelican, n. — A var. of spillikin.

spell, n., charm. — ME., 'speech, talk, tale', fr.

OE., 'narrative, story, saying, discourse, mes-

sage', rel. to OS. spell, ON. spjall, 'report, dis-

course, tale*, OHG., MHG. spel, Goth, spill, of

s.m., OE. spellian, ON. spjalla, OHG. spellSn,

Goth, spilldn, 'to talk, tell', OE. bfspell, 'parable.

proverb, example, story', MHG. bispel, of s.m.,

G. Beispiel, 'example'; and possibly cogn. with

Lett, pelt, 'to blame, slander', Gk. djreiXY) (for

*a7teXv!ia), 'threat', in the pi. also 'boasts,

bragging words'. Arm. araspel, 'legal tale, prov-

erb, riddle'. All these words supposedly derive

fr. L-E. base *(s)pel-, 'to speak with emphasis'.

Cp. spell, 'to name the letters of a word', and

the second element in gospel.

Derivative: spell, tr. v., to charm.

spell, tr. and intr. v. , to name the letters ofa word.
— ME. spellen, fr. OF. espel(l)er (F. epeler), fr.

Prankish *spellon, 'to tell', which is rel. to OHG.
spelldn, of s.m. See spell, 'charm'.

spell, tr. v., to take the place of (another) at work

;

intr. v., to rest from work for a short time. —
ME. spelen, 'to act for another, represent', fr.

OE. spelian, of uncertain origin; perh. rel. to

OE. spilian, 'to play'. See spiel.

Derivative: spell, n., turn of work.

spelt, n.— ME., fr. OE., fr. Late L. spelta, which

is a Teut. loan word. Cp. OHG. spelta, spelza

(MHG. spelte, spelze, G. Spelt), 'spelt', which is

related to G. Spelze, 'glume, chaff', and to OHG
spaltan, 'to cleave, split', fr. I.-E. base *(s)p(h)el-,

'to cleave, split', whence also L. spolium, 'skin

stripped from an animal; arms taken from an

enemy; prey, booty'. See spoil, n., and cp. spall,

spill.

spelter, n., zinc. — Prob. a blend of LG. spialter

or Du. spiauter, 'pewter', and It. peltro, 'pewter'.

See pewter.

Derivative: spelter, tr. v.

speltoid, n., a kind of wheat. — A hybrid coined

fr. Late L. spelta, 'spelt', and Gk. -oetSTji;, 'like',

fr. eISoi;, 'form, shape'. See spelt and -old.

speluncar, adj., of the nature of a cave. — Form-

ed with adj. suff. -ar fr.J^.spelunca, 'cave, cavern,

den', fr. Gk. arerjXuYya, 'ace. of cttt^Xuy?,

'cave', fr. OTT^^jXaibv, 'cavern'. See spelaean. For

the derivation of the Latin word from a Greek ac-

cusative cp. Numidia and words there referred to.

speluncean, adj. ^- See prec. word and -ean.

spence, n., larder, pantry (arch.) — Aphetic for

OF. despense.(Pi dipense), ^expense', fr. despen-

ser, dispenser, 'to distribute'^ See dispense and

cp. spend.

spencer, n., a trysail. — Of unknown origin.

spencer, n., a short overcoat. — Named after

George John, the second Earl Spencer (1758-

1834).

Spencerian, adj., pertaining to Herbert Spencer

or his philosophy. — Formed with suff. -ian

from the name of Herbert Spencer (1820-1903).

Spencerianism, Spencerism, n., the doctrine of

Herbert Spencer. — See prec. word and -ism.

spend, tr. and intr. v. — ME. spenden, fr. OE.
-spendan (as in dspendari), 'to spend', fr. L. ex-

pendere, 'to weigh out money, pay down', or fr.

OF. despendre, fr. L. dispendere, 'to weigh out'.

See expmd, resp. dispense, and cp. spence and
the second element in forspent.
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Derivatives: spend-able, adj., spend-er, n.

Spenserian, adj., pertaining to Edmund Spenser

or his style. — Formed with suflf. -ian from the

name of Edmund Spenser (1552-99).

spent, past tense and pp. of spend.

Spergula, n., a genus of plants, the spurry (hot.)

— ModL., 'the sand spurry', fr. L. spargere, 'to

scatter' (see sparger, sparse) ; so called with ref-

erence to the seeds. Cp. spurry. For the ending

see suff. -ule.

sperm, n,, semen. — OF. esperme (F. sperme), fr.

Late L. sperma, fr. Gk. aTtep[j.a, 'seed, germ,

sperm', fr. aTietpsiv, 'to sow, scatter', which is

rel. toTTTOpa, 'a sowing', fr. I.-E. base *5p(A)er-,

'to sow, scatter', whence also MDu. (= Du.)

sproeien, 'to sprinkle, pour, spray', G. spruhen,

'to sparkle, drizzle'. See spray, 'jet of water', and

cp. spore, sporadic. Cp. also sprout, v. Base

*sp(h)er-, 'to sow, scatter', is prob. identical

with base *sp(h)er-, 'to move convulsively'. See

spurn and cp. words there referred to. For the

ending -|j.a in Gk. CTTrlpjjta see sufF. -ma.

sperm, n. — Abbreviation of spermaceti.

sperm-, form of spermo- before a vowel.

spermaceti, n., white substance obtained from the

oil of the sperm whale. — ML. sperma cett,

'sperm of the whale', fr. Late L. sperma, 'semen,

sperm', and L. ceti, gen. of cetus, 'whale'. See

prec. word and cetacean.

spermary, n., sperm gland. — Formed with subst.

sufF. -ary fr. Gk. anrsp^a. See sperm, 'se-

men'.

spermat-, form of spermato- before a vowel.

spermatheca, n., a receptacle in the oviduct of

female insects to receive the spermatozoa (zool.)

— ModL., formed fr. Gk. <TTc£p[xa, 'seed, germ,

sperm', and ^-rixr^, 'receptacle'. See sperm, 'se-

men', and theca.

Derivative: spermalhec-al, adj.

spermatic, adj., pertaining to sperm. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. aTrepax, gen. aTrepixa-

To;. See sperm, 'semen'.

spermatium, n., 1) a non-motile gamete in the red

algae; 2) a sporule in some lichens and fungi

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. crTrspixdrtov, dimin. of

aTCEpfia, gen. a-ep[ia-o!;. See sperm, 'semen'.

spermato-, before a vowel spermat-, combining

form meaning 'sperm', as in spermatoblast. —
Gk. CTTTEpiiaTo-, a;r£p]j,x-:-, fr. (jTtepjjia, gen.

OTTspfiaTO!:. See sperm, 'semen'.

spermatoblast, n., a cell from which a spermato-

zoon develops.— Formed fr. spermato- and Gk.
pXaciTo;, 'bud, sprout, shoot'. See blasto-.

spermatogenesis, n., the development of sperma-

tozoa.— ModL., compounded of spermato- and

genesis.

spermatogenous, adj., producing sperm. — Com-
pounded of spermato- and -genous.

spermatoid, adj., resembling sperm. — Com-
pounded of spermato- and Gk. -osiStj?, 'like',

fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

spermatophore, n., a capsule containing sperma-

tozoa. — Compounded of spermato- and Gk.
-<fi6po?, 'bearing'. See -pbore.

Derivative: spermatophor-al, adj.

Spermatophyta, n., pi., the phylum of the most
highly developed plants {bot.) — Lit. 'seed

plants', fr. Gk. (TTTeppia, gen. creEpnaTOs, 'seed',

and tpuToi, pi. of (jjutov, 'plant'. See spermato-

and -phyte.

spermatorrhea, spermatorrhoea, n., involuntary

flow of sperm {med.) — Medical L., compound-
ed of spermato- and Gk. -ppoiS, from the stem

of pEiv, 'to flow'. See rheo-.

spermatozoal, adj., pertaining to a spermatozoon.
— See spermatozoon and adj. suff. -al.

spermatozoan, adj., spermatozoal. — See next

word and -an.

spermatozoon, n., a male sexual cell serving to

fertilize the egg {zool.) — ModL., compounded
of spermato- and Gk. !^oiov, 'animal'. See zoo-.

spermine, also spermin, n., a crystalline basic

compound Cj^H^^Nj {biochem.) — See sperm

and chem. suff. -ine, -in.

spermism, n., the old theory that the spermato-

zoon contains the germ of the future animal. —
See sperm and -ism.

spermlst, n., an adherent of the theory of sperm-

ism. — See prec. word and -ist.

spermo-, before a vowel sperm-, combining form

meaning 'sperm'. — See sperm.

spermology, n., the study of seeds in botany. —
Compounded of spermo- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-\6'{oc„ 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

spermophile, n., a burrowing rodent of the genus

Citellus. — Lit. 'seed lover', fr. Gk. (JTOp(j,a,

'seed', and f'SKoc,, 'friend'. See sperm and -phlle.

sperrylite, n., a platinum arsenide {mineral.) —
Named after the chemist Francis L. Sperry of

Sudbury, Ontario, Canada. For the ending see

combining form -lite.

spew, intr. and tr. v. — ME. spewen, fr. OE.-

splwan (strong v.), speowan, (weak v.),- 'to spit',

rel. to OS. splwan, ON. spyja, Dan., Swed. spy,

OFris. spl{M!)a, MDu. spien, spijen, spuwen,

spouwen, Du. spuwen, OHG. spl{w)an, MHG.
spi{w)en, G. speien, Goth, speiwan, 'to spit', and

cogn. with Gk. ttt'jeiv, 'to spit', TrxuaXov,

'spittle', L. spuere, 'to spit', Lith. spiduju,

spiduti, OSlav. pljujq, pljivati, of s.m. All these

words derive fr. the I.-E. imitative base *spyu-,

*spyeu-. OI. ^thlvati, 'he spits", Arm. t'k'anem,

'I spit", are also of imitative origin, but not re-

lated to the words mentioned. See spit, 'to eject',

and cp. puke. Cp. also conspue, cuspidor, ptyalin,

sputum.

Derivatives: spew, n., spew-er, n., spew-ing, n.

sphacelate, intr. v., to become gangrenous. —
Medical L. sphaceldt(us), pp. of sphaceldre, 'to

mortify', fr. sphacelus, 'gangrene'. See sphacelus

and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: sphacelat-ion, n.

sphacelous, adj., gangrenous. — Formed with
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suff. -ous fr. Gk. oipaxsXoi;, 'gangrene'. See next

word.

sphacelus, n., gangrene {med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. (J9ax£Xoc, 'convulsive movement, gan-

grene', which possibly derives fr. *sp{h) k-, -k-

enlargement of I.-E. base *spe{i)-, *sp^-, 'to

draw, stretch, spread, extend'; see Hofmann,
E'WG., p. 345, s.v. CTtpdcxEXo;, See space and cp.

spbygmus.

sphaer-, form of sphaero- before a vowel.

Sphaeralcea, n., a genus of plants of the mallow
family {bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.
(J9aTpix, 'sphere' (see sphere), and L. alcea, 'mal-

low', fr. Gk. aky-ctid, 'vervain mallow', which

is of uncertain origin.

sphaero-, before a vowel sphaer-, combining form
meaning 'sphere, spherical'. — Gk. ct9aipo-,

crfctip-, fr. CTcpaipa. See sphere.

Sphagnum, n., a genus ofmosses {bot.)— ModL.,
fr. Gk. (TtpaY^o?, 'a kind of fragrant moss',

which is of uncertain origin.

sphalerite, n., an ore of zinc, ZnS {mineral.) —
Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. a9aXEp6q,

'slippery; uncertain; deceitful' (the mineral was

called 'deceitful', because the miners mistook it

for lead ore), fr. CT9aXXEtv, 'to cause to fall, over-

throw', orig. prob. meaning 'to put an obstacle

before somebody', and rel. to cs<fa.\6<;, 'block

of wood', a<fiXoiq, 'block of wood, log',

a-aaaXrji;, 'firm, fast; sure, certain', lit. 'un-

shakable', GrpakAaasiv (Hesychius), 'to cut'.

These words derive fr. I.-E. base *{s)p{h)el-, 'to

cleave, split', whence also L. spotium, 'skin

stripped from an animal; arms taken from an

enemy; prey, booty'; see Hofmann, EWG,. p.

345 s.v. a9aXXG). See spoil, n., and cp. words

there referred to.

sphen-, form of spheno- before a vowel.

sphendone, n., a headband worn by women in

Greece {Greek antiq.) — Gk. (T9£v86v7), 'sling,

anything resembling a sling, headband', rel. to

a96v8uXo?, ctttovSuXo?, 'vertebra', a9aSd£^Ei,v,

'to move convulsively', fr. base *sp{h)ed-,

*sp{h)end-, enlargement of base *spe{i)-, sp^-, 'to

draw, stretch, spread, extend'. See space and
words there referred to and cp. spondyl. Cp. also

L. funda, 'sling, casting net, purse', and see

Fronde.

sphene, n., titanite {mineral.) —• F. sphene, fr. Gk.
CT9T)v, 'wedge'; so called from the usual shape

of its crystals. See spheno-.

spheno-, before a vowel sphen-, a combining form
meaning 'wedge'. — Gk. cufTyo-, arf-r)v~, fr.

<J97)v, gen. a(pr,v6c, 'wedge', which stands for

*atfi-v (cp. a9iviov = *abr,VK>v, abbretiittSon

of a^iriyioTzouQ, 'with wedge-snaped legs); prob.

cogn. with ON. spdnn, sponn, 'splinter', OHG.
span, of s.m., OE. span, 'chip of wood'. See

spoon.

sphenoccipital, adj., of the sphenoid and occipital

bones {anat.)— A hybrid coined fr. Gk. o<p:qv,

gen. (r9Trjv6<;, 'wedge', and L. occipitalis, 'per-

taining to the back of the head'. See spheno- and
occiput.

sphenocepbalic, sphenocephalous, adj., having a

wedge-shaped head {craniol.) — Compounded
of Gk. a9Yjv, gen. a9Y)v6(;, 'wedge', and v.tnfixki],

'head'. See spheno- and cephalic, resp. -cephal-

ous.

sphenocephaly, n., wedge shape of the head

{craniol.) — See prec. word and -y (representing

Gk. -la).

sphenogram, n., a cuneiform character. — Com-
pounded of Gk. <i9'i'iv, gen. rsn^r^-ioc,, 'wedge',

and ypa[j.(ia, 'letter, character', lit. 'that which

is written'. See spheno- and -gram.

sphenographic, adj., pertaining to, or written in,

cuneiform characters. — Compounded of Gk.
ii9r]V, gen. rsiftfioc,, 'wedge', and Ypa9iK6;, 'per-

taining to writing', fr. ypd£9Eiv, 'to write'. See

graphic.

sphenography, n., cuneiform writing. — See prec.

word and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

sphenoid, adj., wedge-shaped.— Gk. a97)voEi8rii;,

compounded of 097]^, gen. ct97]v6[;, 'wedge',

and -oEiSif)?, 'like', fr. eISo?, 'form, shape'. See

spheno- and -oid.

Derivative: sphenoid-al, adj.

sphenoid, n., the sphenoid bone {anat.) — Fr. L.

OS sphenoideum, 'wedge-shaped bone', transla-

tion of Gk. ociTouv <i9Y)vo£iSe(;, a name coined

by Galen from the adjective aifri'^oeiSrfi,

'wedge-shaped'. See prec. word.

spheral, adj., pertaining to a sphere. — L. sphae-

ralis, fr. sphaera. See next word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: spheral-ity, n.

sphere, n.— ME. spere, fr. OF. espere (F. sphere),

fr. Gk. a9aipa, 'ball, globe, sphere', which is of

uncertain origin. It possibly meant orig. 'that

which rebounds', and is rel. to OTraipEiv, 'to

move convulsively', from I.-E. base *sp{h)er-, 'to

move convulsively, to jerk', whence also OI.

sphurdti, 'kicks, tramples', OE. spurnan, 'to kick

with the foot, spurn" ; see Hofmann, EWG., pp.

344-345 s.v. CT9aipa, and Walde-Hofmann,
LEW., II, p. 512 s.v. spernd. See spurn and cp.

the second element in atmosphere, chromosphere

hemisphere, hydrosphere, stratosphere.

Derivatives: sphere^ tr. v., spheric (q.v.), spher-

y, adj.

spheric, adj., spherical. — See next word.

Derivatives : spherical (q.v.), spheric-ity, n.

spherical, adj., 1) shaped like a sphere; 2) per-

taining to a sphere or spheres. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. Late L. sphaericus, fr. Gk.
(J9atpiK6(;, fr. a9atpQc. See sphere and adj. suff.

-ic.

Derivatives : spherical-ly, adv., snfierical-ness, n.

spherics, n., spherical geometry and trigonometry.

— See spheric and -ics.

sphero-, combining form. — See sphaero-.

spheroid, n., a body resembling, but not identical

with, a sphere. — Late L. sphaeroeides, fr. Gk.
O9aipoci8f|i;, 'spherical', which is compounded
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of (J9aTpa, 'ball, sphere', and -0£i8r](;, 'like', fr.

zlSoq, 'form, shape'. See sphere and -oid.

Derivatives: spheroid-al, adj., spheroid-al-ly,

adv., spheroid-ic, spheroid-ic-al, adjs., spheroid-

ic-ity, n.

spherometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

curvature of a spherical surface. — F. sphero-

metre. See sphero- and -meter,

spherule, n., a minute sphere. — Late L. sphae-

rula, dimin. of L. sphaera, fr. Gk. a9atpa. See

sphere and -ule.

Derivatives: spherul-ar, spherul-ate, adjs.

sphenilite, n., a spherical group of minute crystals

found in glassy rocks (petrogr.) — See prec.

word and subst. suff. -ite.

Derivatives: spherulit-ic, adj., spherulit-ize, tr. v.

sphincter, n., a muscular ring surrounding an
opening of the body (anat.) — Late L., fr. Gk.

(J9iYXTrip, 'that which binds tight, lace, band;

muscle closing an aperture', fr. ccflyyav, 'to

bind tightly, press together', which is of uncer-

tain origin ; cp. Sphinx. In its anatomical sense,

CTcpiyxTYjp was first used by Galen. See Joseph

Hyrtl, Onomatologia anatomica, p. 484.

Derivatives: sphincter-al, sphincter-ate, sphinc-

ter-ial, sphincter-ic, adjs.

Sphinx, n. , 1) any Egyptian statue or figure having

the body of a lion and the head of a man, ram
or hawk; specif., cap., the huge statue near the

pyramids of Gizeh in Egypt, with a man's head

and a lion's body; 2) in Greek mythology, a

winged monster with a woman's head and lion's

body; specif., the Sphinx of Thebes, who stran-

gled those unable to solve a riddle propounded
by her; Oedipus succeeded in solving the riddle

and the Sphinx killed herself. — L. sphinx, fr.

Gk. atpiy^, 'sphinx; rapacious person', lit.

meaning 'she that binds', or 'she that strangles',

fr. tjtpi-f-j-Eiv, 'to draw tight, bind tightly'. See

sphincter and cp. criosphinx.

sphragide, n., Lemnian earth. — L. sphragis, gen.

-idis, fr. Gk. CT9paYt?, gen. -tSo?, 'a seal'; so

called because sold in sealed packets. See next

word and -ide.

sphragistic, adj., pertaining to a seal. — Gk.
CT9pavi.CTTtx6;, fr. (79paYiOT6;, 'sealed', verbal

adj. of CT9payt!^Eiv, 'to close with a seal, to seal",

fr. aqiparfiz, 'seal', which is of uncertain origin.

For the ending see suiT. -istic.

sphragistics, n., the science of seals. — See prec.

word and -ics.

sphygmic, adj., pertaining to the pulse. — Gk.

<J9UY^iy.6c, fr. a<f'jya6i:;. See sphygmus and adj.

sufT. -ic.

sphygmo-, combining form meaning pulse.— Gk.

09UYJXO-, fr. a(f\)y\i6q. See sphygmus.

spbygmogram, n., record of the pulse made by a

sphygmograph. — Compounded of sphygmo-

and Gk. Ypa(jt.(i.a, 'that which is written'. See

-gram.

sphygmograiA, n., an instrument for recording

the pulse.— Compounded ofs^ygmo- and Gk.

-Ypa9o;, fr. YP^fsiv, 'to write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: sphygmograph-ic, adj., sphygmo-

graph-y, n.

sphygmoid, adj., pulselike. — Compounded of

sphygmo- and Gk. -oEiS-rjc, 'like', fr. slSo?,

'form, shape'. See -oid.

sphygmology, n., the study of the pulse. — Com-
pounded of sphygmo- and Gk. -XoYia, fr.

-Xiyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);
one who deals (with a certain topic'). See -logy.

sphygmomanometer, n., an instrument for meas-

uring blood pressure in the arteries. — Com-
pounded of sphygmo- and manometer.

sphygmometer, n., an instrument for measuring

the strength of the pulse beat. — Compounded
of sphygmo- and Gk. [XETpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

sphygmophone, n., an instrument for rendering

the pulse beat audible. — Compounded of

sphygmo- and Gk. 9tovr], 'sound, voice'. See

phone, 'speech sound'.

sphygmoscope, n., an instrument for examining

the pulse beat. — Compounded of sphygmo-

and Gk. -cxottlov, fr. axoTtEcv, 'to look at,

examine'. See -scope.

sphygmus, n., the pulse (me</.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. CT9UY[J!.6<;, 'pulsation', fr. a9u^Eiv, (for

*<i9i!)Y-iEw), 'to beat, pulsate', whence also

S-(J9UKT0(;, 'pulseless'; possibly derived fr.

*sphuk-, a gradational var. of *sph^k-, 'to move
convulsively', whence o'9ajtsXo?, 'convulsive

movement, gangrene'; see sphacelus and cp.

sphygmo-, asphyxia. See Hofmann, EWG., p.

347 s.v. 09ijt^&).

Sphyraena, n., a genus ofpikelike fishes (ichthyol)

— ModL., fr. L. sphyraena, 'a kind of seafish',

fr. Gk. a9upaiva, 'hammer fish', fr. CT9upa,

'hammer', which is rel. to CT9up6v, 'ankle',

CTTTottpEiv, 'to move convulsively', from I.-E.

base *(s)p(h)er-, 'to move convulsively'. See

spurn and cp. words there referred to.

Sphyraenidae, n. pi., a family of fishes {ichthyol.)

—ModL.,formed from prec.word with suflf.-idae.

spica, n., a spike (hot.) — L. splca, 'ear of com'.

See spike and cp. spicate.

spicate, spicated, adj., 1) forming a spike; 2) ar-

ranged in spikes. — L. spicdtus, pp. of splcdre,

'to furnish with ears or spikes', fr. spica. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ate, resp. also -ed.

spiccato, adj., detached (musical direction) — It.,

pp. o{ spiccare, 'to detach, cut off', formed with

change of pref. fr. impiccare, 'to hang', which is

of uncertain etymology.

spice, n. — ME., fr. OF. espice (F. epice), fr. Late

L. species, 'spice', fr. L. species, 'kind, sort'. See

species.

Derivatives : spice, tr. v., spic-ed, adj., spic-er, n.,

spic-y, adj., spic-i-ly, adv., spic-i-ness, n.

spicery, n. — ME. spicerie, fr. OF. espicerie (F.

epicerie), fr. espice. See spice and -ery.

spick, n., fat meat (obsol.) — ME. spyk, fr. OE.
spic. See speck, 'fat meat'.

1^9 spinach

spick-and-span, adj. — Short for spick-and-span-

new, lit. 'nail-and-chip-new', fr. spick, a var. of

spike, 'nail', and span-new.

spicular, adj., spiculate. — Formed with suff. -ar

fr. L. spiculum. See spicule.

spiculate, adj., 1) having the shape of spicules; 2)

covered with spicules. — Formed with adj. suff.

-ate fr. L. spiculum. See spicule.

spicule, n., any small pointed object. — F., fr. L.

spiculum. See next word.

spiculum, n., any small, sharply pointed organ

(zoot.)— L. spiculum, 'a small, sharp point, dart,

arrow', dimin. of splcum, a collateral form of

spica. See spica and -ule.

spider, n.— ME. spyder, fr. earlier spithre, fr. OE.
spidra, fr. Teut. "spen-pro- (whence also Dan.
spinder), lit. 'spinner', formed fr. OE. spinnan

with agential suff. -er. Cp. MLG., MDu., MHG.,
G. spinne, Du. spin, 'spider', and see spin.

Derivatives: spider-ly, adj., spider-y, adj.

spiderling, n., a young spider. — Formed fr.

spider with dimin. suff. -ling.

spiegeleisen, n., a variety of cast iron. — G., lit.

'mirror iron', fr. Spiegel, 'mirror', and Eisen,

'iron'. The first element derives fr. OHG. spia-

gal, fr. ML. speglum, fr. L. speculum; see specu-

lum. For the second element see iron.

spiel, n., speech; intr. v., to talk. — G. Spiel,

'play, performance', spielen, 'to play', fr. OHG.
spil, resp. spilon, rel. to OFris. spil, spel, MDu.,
Du. spel, 'play', OE. spilian, OS. spilon, ON.
spila, OFris. spilia, MDu., Du. spelen, 'to play'.

Cp. the second element in bonspiel, glockenspiel,

kriegspiel, Singspiel. Cp. also spell, 'to take the

place of (another) at work'.

spifHicate, spiflicate, tr. v., to confound {slang).

— Of uncertain origin.

spiffy, adj., smartly dressed {slang). — Prob. of

imitative origin.

Derivatives: spiff-i-ly, adv., spiff-i-ness, n.

Spigelia, n., a genus of plants, the pinkroot {bot.)

— ModL., named after the Flemish botanist

Adrian van den Spieghel, Lat. Spigelius (1558-

1625).

spigot, n., a small plug or peg. — ME., prob. fr.

OProven?. *espigot, dimin. of espiga, 'ear of

corn', fr. L. spica, of s.m. See spica, spike.

spike, n. — ME., rel. to ON. spikr, 'spike, nail',

Swed., Norw. spik, 'nail', MDu. spicher, Du.
spijker, 'nail', OE. spaca, OHG. speihha, 'spoke',

fr. I.-E. base *{s)pei-, *{s)pi-, 'something point-

ed', whence also L. spica, 'ear of corn', spina,

'thorn, prickle, backbone', pinna, 'pin; battle-

ment along the top of a wall', Toch. A spin-ae

(dat.), 'peg', Gk. airiXi?, aniXoc,, 'rock, cliff',

Lett, spile, 'a wooden fork', Lith. speiglial (p\.),

'thorns', spitnd, 'tongue of a buckle', OE. spitu,

'a spit'. Cp. pinna, spica, spiculum, spigot, spine.

Cp. also spile, spire, 'a tapering roof, spit, 'a

pointed bar of iron', spitz, spoke, and the first

element in spick-and-span.

Derivatives: spike, tr. v., spik-ed, adj., spik-er.

n., spik-y, adj., spik-i-ly, adv., spik-i-ness, n.

spikelet, n. — Formed fr. spike with dimin. suff.

-let.

spikenard, n. — ME., fr. ML. spica nardi, 'spike

of nard'. See spike and nard.

Spilanthes, n., a genus of plants of the thistle fam-

ily {bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. <T7tt-

Xo?, 'stain', which is of uncertain origin, and of
(icv&oi;, 'flower'. See anther.

spile, n., a small plug; a vent peg. — MLG.,
'splinter', rel. to Du. spijl, 'bar, skewer', MHG.
spille, 'peg', ON. spila, G. Speller, 'skewer', fr.

I.-E. base *{s)pe{i)-, *{s)pi-, 'something point-

ed'. See spike.

Derivatives: spile, tr. v., spil-ing, n.

spill, tr. v., to cause to run out; intr. v., to flow.

— ME. spillen, fr. OE. spilian, 'to destroy, kill',

rel. to OHG. spildan, 'to spill', OS. spildian, ON.
spilia, 'to destroy', and to MDu. spillen, 'to

waste', MDu. spalden, OHG. spaltan, 'to split'.

See spall, 'chip'.

Derivatives: spill-er, n., spilth (q.v.)

spill, n., splinter. — Prob. a blend of spile and
MDu. spille, 'stalk, spindle'. See spindle and cp.

spillikin.

spiller, n., a fishing line. — Ir. spilear.

spillikin, also spellican, n., a strip ofwood or bone

used in the game of jackstraws; in the pi., the

game of jackstraws. — ME. spelleken, fr. MDu.
spilleken, dimin. of spille, 'peg, pin', which is

prob. rel. to OE. speld, 'splinter of wood'. See

spill, 'splinter', and -kin.

spilth, n., 1) the act of spilling; 2) something

spilled. — Formed fr. spill, v., with subst. suff.

-th.

spin, tr. and intr. v. — ME. spinnen, fr. OE.
spinnan, rel. to ON., Swed., OFris. spinna, Dan.
spinde, Du. spinnen, OHG. spinnan, MHG., G.
spinnen, Goth, spinnan, and cogn. with OSlav.

pinq, 'I span'. Arm. henum, 'I weave', Gk.
TtaToi; (for *pntos), 'garment', lit. 'that which is

spun', cTTtivSEipa (Hesychius), 'plow', lAlh.pinii,

'I plait, braid', spdndau, 'I span', OSlav. pqto,

'fetter', MW. cy-ffiniden, 'spider'. All these

words are derivatives of I.-E. *spen-, 'to draw,

stretch, span, spin', an -n-enlargement of I.-E.

base *spe{i)-, *sp -, 'to draw, stretch, span,

spread, extend'; see Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p.

728 s.v. spinnen. See space and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. span, v. Cp. also spider,

spindle, spinster.

Derivatives: spin, n., spinn-er, a., spinn-ery, n.

spin-, form of spino- before a vowel.

spinaceous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

spinach. — See next word and -aceous.

spinach, n. — MF. espinache, espinage (whence
—with change of suff.—MF. espinarde, espi-

nard, F. epinard), fr. ML. spinachia, spinachium,

which—prob. through the medium of Sp. espi-

naca and Andalusian Arab. uftinaAA—derives
fr. Arab, isbanakh, earlier isfandkh, isfdnakh, fr.

Pers. aspanakh, 'spinach'. Fr. ML. spinachia.
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spinachium derive also It. spinace and—with

change of suff.—OProveng. espinarc&nA MHG.
spindt (G. Spinat).

spinal, adj. — Late L. spinalis, 'spinal', fr. L. spi-

na. See spine and adj. suff. -al.

spindle, n. — ME. spindel, fr. OE. spinel, prop,

'an instrument for spinning', fr. spinnan, 'to

spin'; rel. to OS. spinnila, OFris. spindel, OS.,

OHG. spinnila, MHG. spinnel, G. Spindel. See

spin and instrumental suff. -le. For the -d-,

which is epenthetic, cp. kindred.

Derivatives : jpmrf/e, intr. v., spindt-ed, adj.,

spindl-er, n., spindl-ing, adj. and n., spindl-y,

adj., spindl-i-ness, n.

spindrift, n. — A var. of spoondrift.

spine, n.— ME., 'thorn, backbone', fr. OF. espine

(F. epine), fr. L. spina, 'thorn, spine, prickle,

backbone', which is cogn. with Toch. A spin-ae

(dat.), 'peg' ; fr. I.-E. base *{s)pi-, *(s)pei-, 'some-

thing pointed', whence also L. spica, 'ear of

corn", ON. spikr, 'spike, nail'. See spike and

words there referred to and cp. spinel, 'a miner-

al', spinney. Cp. also the second element in por-

cupine. Cp. also fin.

Derivatives: spin-ed, adj., spine-less, adj., spine-

less-ly, adv., spine-less-ness, n., spin-y, adj., spin-

i-ness, n.

spinel, n., a crystalline mineral. — F. spinelle, fr.

It. spinella, dimin. of spina, fr. L. spina, 'thorn,

spine'. See spine.

spinel, n., yarn used for making tape. —• G. Spi-

nal.

spinet, n., a primitive harpsichord. — Named
after its inventor Giovanni Spinetti of Venice

(cca 1500).

spini-, combining form meaning: 1) 'thorn'; 2)

'backbone'. — Fr. L. spina. See spine.

spiniferous, adj., producing spines. — Com-
pounded of spini- and -ferous.

Spinifex, n., a genus of Australian plants (hot.)—
ModL. Spinifex, compounded of L. spina,

'thorn', and -fex, gen. -ficis, 'making', fr. facere,

'to make, do'. See spini- and fact. The second

element in Spinifex was formed on analogy of

L. artifex, 'craftsman' (see artifice), and other

Latin nouns ending in -fex.

spiniform, adj., having the shape of a spine. —
Compounded of spini- and L. forma, 'form,

shape'. See form, n.

spink, n., the chaffinch.— ME. spynke, of Scand.

origin; cp. Swed. spink, 'sparrow', dial Norw.

spikke, 'a kind of small bird'. Cp. also Gk.

aTiiyvo;, 'chaffinch', art^a (for *spig-ya), of

s.m., CTT:t^£iv (for *spig-yein), 'to chirp, pipe'.

All these words are of imitative origin. Cp.

finch.

spinnaker, n., a large triangular sail (naut.) —
Formed fr. spinx, misreading of Sphinx, the

name of a yacht that carried the sail.

spinneret, n., silk spinning organ of the silkworm.

— Diminutive formed from the noun spinner.

See spin, agential suff. -er and -et.
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spinney, n., copse, thicket. — MF. espinaye (F.

ipinaie), fr. VL. *spineta, fr. L. spinetum, 'thorn

hedge, thicket', fr. spina, 'thorn, spine'. See

spine. For the Latin suff. -etum cp. arboretum,

pinetum.

spino-, before a vowel spin-, combining form used

in the sense of: 1) 'thorn, spine'; 2) 'the spinal

cord'. — Fr. L. spina. See spine.

spinose, adj., spiny, prickly. — L. spinosus, 'full

of thorns, thorny', fr. spina, 'thorn, spine'. See

spine and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivatives: spinose-ly, adv., spinose-ness, n.

spinosity, n. — Late L. spinositds, 'thorniness', fr.

L. spinosus. See prec. word and -ity.

spinoso-, combining form meaning 'spinose'. —
L. spinoso-, fr. spinosus. See spinose.

spinous, adj., 1) having spines; 2) difficult to

handle. — L. spinosus, 'thorny'. See spinose and

-ous.

Derivative: spinous-ness, n.

Spinozism, n., the philosophy of Spinoza. —
Formed with suff. -ism fr. the name of Baruch

(= Benedict) de Spinoza (1632-77).

Spinozist, n., an adherent of the philosophy of

Spinoza. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: Spinozist-ic, adj.

spinster, n., 1) a woman who spins; 2) an unmar-

ried woman. — ME. spinnester, 'a woman who

spins', fr. spinnen, 'to spin'. See spin and -ster.

Derivatives: spinster-hood, n., spinsterial (q.v.),

spinster-ish, adj., spinster-ish-ly, adv., spinster-

ly, adv. and adj.

spinsterial, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. spinster

and -ial, a suff. of Latin origin.

spinthariscope, n., an instrument for examining

the scintillation caused by the impact of the al-

pha rays against a screen. — Coined fr. Gk.

OTiiv-S-aptq, 'spark', and -(JxdTriov, fr. axoTceiv,

'to look at, examine'. The first element is rel. to

(j7riv&Y]p, 'spark', and cogn. with Lith. spindziu,

spindeti, 'to shine', Lett, spuo-drs, 'brilliant'. For

the second element see -scope.

spinule, n., a small spine. — L. spinula, 'a little

thorn', dimin. of spina. See spine and -ule.

Derivatives: spinul-ate, spinul-ated, adjs., spinul-

ation, n.

spinuliferous, adj., bearing spinules. — Com-

pounded of L. spinula (see prec. word) and

-ferous.

spinuliform, adj., having the form of spinules. —
Compounded of L. spinula, 'a little thorn', and

forma, 'form, shape'. See spinule and form, n.

spinulose, adj.— ModL. spinulosus, 'covered with

spinules', fr. L. spinula. See spinule and adj. suff.

-ose.

Derivative: spinulose-ly, adv.

spiracle, n., breathing hole, air hole. — ME.

spirakle, fr. L. spiraculum, 'breathing hole", fr.

spirare, 'to breathe'. See spirit and -cle.

spiracnlar, adj., pertaining to a spiracle.— Form-

ed with suff. -ar fr. L. spiraculum. See prec.

word.
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spiraculate, adj., bearing spiracles. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. spiraculum. See spiracle.

Spiraea, n., a genus of plants of the rose family

(bat.) — ModL., fr. Gk. crTreipata, 'Spiraea ul-

maria', fr. aTrstpav, 'to twist', fr. cTTreTpa, 'coil,

twist' (see spire, 'coil') ; so called in allusion to

the twisting pods. Cp. aspirin.

spiral, adj. — ML. spiralis, fr. L. spira, 'coil'. See

spire, 'coil', and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : spiral, n., and tr. and intr. v., spiral-

ity, n., spiral-ize, tr. v., spiral-ization, n., spiral-

ly, adv.

spirant, n. and adj. (phon.) — Fr. L. splrdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of spirare, 'to breathe, blow'.

See spirit and -ant.

spirated, adj., spirally twisted. — Formed fr. L.

spira, 'coil' (see 2nd spire), with the suffixes -ate

and -ed.

spire, n., 1) stalk of a plant, blade of grass; 2) the

top of a tapering object ; summit ; 3) a tapering

roof or tower. — ME. spir, spire, fr. OE. spir, 'a

tapering stalk of grass', rel. to ON. spira, 'a

stalk, a slender tree', MLG. spir, 'a small point

or top' (whence G. Spier, 'a thin stalk, blade of

grass"), and to E.' spit, 'pointed bar' (q.v.). The
original meaning of spire was 'stalk of grass,

sprout'.

Derivatives: spire, intr. and tr. v., to taper, spir-

ed, spir-y, adjs.

spire, n., spiral, coil. — F., fr. L. spira, fr. Gk.

CTTTEipa, 'coil, twist', whence tjTreipajxa, Ion.

rjTteiprnxix, 'coil, twist', CTTcetpaia, 'Spiraea ul-

maria' (see Spiraea). Cp.—with vowel grada-

tion—Gk. (iTrapTov, 'rope, cable; Spanish

broom ; esparto", <77rupt;, ace. CTrupiSa,- 'woven

basket' (whence L. sporta, sportula, of s.m.),

Lith. spartas, 'bond'. Cp. spiral, spireme. Cp.

also esparto, Spartina, Spartium, sportula.

Derivative: spir-y, adj.

spireme, spirem, n., that stage in the division of a

cell, when the chromatin has a threadlike form.

— Ion. Gk. cr7ieipr;[.(,a, 'coil, twist". See spire,

'spiral".

spiriferous, adj., having a spire (zoo!.) — Com-
pounded of L. spira, 'a coil', and ferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See 2nd spire and -ferous.

spirillosis, n., a disease caused by bacteria of the

genus Spirillum (med.) — A Medical L. hybrid

coined fr. Spirillum and -osis, a suff. of Greek
origin.

Spirillum, n., a genus of bacteria of spirally twist-

ed shape (bacterial.) — Medical L., formed with

L. dimin. suff. -ilium, fr. spira, 'coil, twist'. See

2nd spire.

spirit, n. — ME., fr. OF. espirit, esprit, spirit (F.

esprit), fr. L. spiritus, 'breathing, breath, breath

of life, soul, mind, spirit, courage', fr. spirare, 'to

breathe", which prob. derives from the I.-E. im-

itative base *speis-, 'to blow', whence also

OSlav. pist^, piskati, 'to pipe, play on the flute',

and possibly also OI. picchord, 'pipe, flute'. Cp.

sprite, which is a doublet of spirit. Cp. also

aspire, conspire, esprit, expire, inspire, perspire,

respire, spirant, sprightly, suspire, transpire.

Derivatives: spirit, tr. v., spirit-ed, adj., spirit-

ism, n., spirit-ist, n., spirit-ist-ic, adj.

spiritless, adj.— Formed fr. spirit with suff. -less;

first used by Shakespeare.

Derivatives: spiritless-ly, adv., spiritless-ness, n.

spiritual, adj. ME. spirituel, spiritual, fr. OF. (=
F.) spirituel, or directly fr. L. spiritudlis, fr. spi-

ritus, 'of breathing, of the spirit'. See spirit and

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: spiritual, a., spiritual-ism, n.,

spiritual-ist, n., spiritual-ist-ic, adj., spiritual-ist-

ic-al-ly, adv., spirituality (q.v.), spiritual-ize, tr.

v., spiritual-iz-ation, n., spiritual-ly, adv.,

spiritual-ness, n.

spirituality, n. — ME. spiritualite, fr. MF. (= F.)

spiritualite, fr. Late L. spiritudlitatem, ace. ofspi-

ritudlitds, fr. L. spiritudlis. See prec. word and

-ity and cp. next word, which is a doublet oi spi-

rituality.

spiritualty, n., the clergy. — ME. spiritualte, fr.

MF. spiritualte, fr. ML. spiritudlitatem, ace. of

spiritudlitds. See prec. word.

spirituel, fem. spiritueUe, adj., delicate, witty. —
F., fr. L. spiritudlis. See spiritual.

spirituous, adj., pertaining to, or containing, al-

cohol. — MF. (= F.) spiritueux (fem. spiritu-

euse), fr. VL. *spiritu6sus, fr. L. spiritus. See spirit

and -ous.

Derivatives: spirituous-ly, adv., spirituous-ness,

n.

spiritus, n., breathing, . aspiration (grammatical

term). — L. spiritus, 'breathing, breath'. See

spirit.

spirivalve, n., having a spiral shell.— Compound-
ed of L. spira, 'coil, twist', and valva, 'valve'.

See spire, 'spiral', and valve.

spiro-, combining form meaning 'spiral, whorled'.

— Fr. L. spira, 'a coil, twist'. See spire, 'spiral'.

spiro-, combining form meaning 'breathing, res-

piration'. — Fr. L. spirare, 'to breathe'. See

spirit.

Spirochaeta, n., a genus of bacteria characterized

by a spiral form (bacterial.) — ModL., coined

fr. spiro-, 'spiral', and Gk. "/xtTv;, 'long flowing

hair, mane'. See chaeto-.

spirochete, also spirochaete, n., any ofthe bacteria

constituting the genus Spirochaeta. — See prec.

word.

Spirodela, n., a genus of plants of the duckweed

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

arrsTpa, 'coil, twist' (see spire, 'spiral'), and

SriXoq, 'visible, clear'. See 2nd spire and adelo-.

spirograph, n., an instrument for recording move-

ments made in respiration. — Compounded of

spiro-, 'respiration', and Gk. -ypa90i;, fr.

Ypa9£iv, 'to write'. See -graph.

spirometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

capacity of the lungs.— Compounded of spiro-,

'respiration', and Gk. [isTpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.



spirt

Derivatives: spirometr-ic, spirometr-ic-al, adjs.,

spirometr-y, n.

spirt, V. and n. — The same as spurt.

spissated, adj., thickened. — Formed with suff.

-ed fr. L. spissdtus, pp. of spissdre, 'to thicken',

fr. spissus, 'thick, crowded, compact, dense',

which stands for *spid-tos, or *spid-sos and is

cogn. with Gk. oiriStoi;, 'extended', Lith. spis-

tas, 'crowded', Lett, spiidu, spiezu, spiest, 'to

press'. All these words are traceable to l.-E. base

*spe{i)-, *sp^-, 'to draw, stretch, span, spread,

extend'. See space and cp. words there referred

to. For the ending of L. spissatus see adj. suff.

-ate. Cp. also inspissate.

spit, n., a long, pointed bar for roasting meat. —
ME. spite, spyte, fr. OE. spitu, rel. to MDu. spit,

spet, Du. spit, Dan. spid, Swed. spett, OHG.,

MHO. spi3, G. Spiefi, 'spit', OHG. spizzi,

MHG. spitz(e), G. spitz, 'pointed'. (OF. espois,

Sp. espeto, 'spit', are Teut. loan words.) The

above words derive from I.-E. base *(s)pei-,

*{s)pi-, 'something pointed', whence also L. spi-

ca, 'ear of corn', ON. spikr, 'spike, nail'. See

spike and cp. next word. Cp. also spitz.

Derivative: spit, tr. v., to pierce with a spit, spitt-

ed, adj., spitt-er, n.

spit, n. , the depth of earth equal to the length of a

spade blade.— Du., fr. MDu., rel. to MDu. (=
Du.) spitten, 'to dig, spade', and prob. also to

MDu. spit, spet, OE. spitu, 'spit'. See spit, 'a

pointed bar'.

spit, tr. v., to eject; intr. v., to eject saliva from

the mouth. — ME. spitten, fr. OE. spittan, rel.

to OE. spStan, and to ON. spyta, Dan. spytte,

Swed. spotta, Du. spuiten, MHG. spiuzen, G.

speuzen, sputzen, fr. the I.-E. imitative base

*spyu-, *spyeu', 'to spit'. See spew and cp.

spittle, spittoon, spout.

Derivatives : jp/f, n., saliva, spitt-ing, n. and adj.

spital, n., hospital (obsol.)— Aphetic for hospital

(q.v.) Cp. G. Spital.

spitchcock, n., an eel split and cooked. — Prob.

an alteration of spit-cooked, i.e. 'cooked with a

spit'. Cp. G. Spiefibraten, 'meat roasted on a

spit'. See spit, 'pointed bar', and cook and cp.

spatchcock.

Derivative: spitchcock, tr. v.

spite, n. — Aphetic for despite.

Derivatives: spite, tr. v., spite-ful, adj., spite-ful-

ly, adv., spite-ful-ness, n.

spittle, n. — ME. spetil, fr. OE. spstl, spatl, fr.

spietan, 'to spit'. See spit, v.

spittoon, n. — Formed fr. spit, v., with suff. -oon.

spitz, n., also spitzdog, a breed of small Pomeran-

ian dog— G. Spitzhund, fr. spitz, 'pointed', and

Hund, 'dog' ; so called because of its tapering

muzzle. For the etymology of G. spitz see spit,

'pointed bar'. For sense development cp. Icel.

snati, 'trackhound*, which is rel. to Norw. snat,

'point', ON. snata, 'spear'.

Splachnmn, n., a genus ofmosses (Jbot.)— ModL.,
erroneously coined by Linnaeus for Splanchnum

1492

fr. Gk. CTTtXayxvov, 'any of the inward parts;

moss'. See splanchnic.

splanchn-, form of splanctmo- before a vowel.

splanchnic, adj., pertaining to the viscera. — Fr.

Gk. CTTrXayxvov, mostly used in the pi. areXay-

jyaL, 'the inward parts, entrails', which is rel.

to <i7iXt)V (orig. *a7TXY]Yx), 'spleen'. See spleen

and adj. suff. -ic and cp. next word.

splanchno-, before a vowel splanclui-, combining

form denoting the viscera.— Gk. rniktxyjy^-,

aiiXayyy-, fr. dTrXayx'^o'^- See prec. word.

splanchnology, n., the study of the viscera. —
Compounded of splanchno- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr.

-XiyoQ, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : i/i/a«cAno/og--/c-a/, adj., splanchnol-

og-ist, n.

splanchnoskeleton, n., skeleton of the viscera

(anat.) — Compounded of splanchno- and skel-

eton. The term splanchnoskeleton was introduced

into science by the English anatomist Sir Rich-

ard Owen (1804-92). Cp. endoskeleton, exo-

skeleton.

Derivative: splanchnoskelet-al, adj.

splanchnotomy, n., dissection of the viscera. —
Compounded of splanchno- and Gk. -xofxia, 'a

cutting of, fr. tojj.'/), 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

Derivative: splanchnotom-ic-al, adj.

splash, tr. and intr. v.— Alteration of plash (q.v.)

Derivatives: splash, n. and adv., splash-er, n.,

splash-ing, n., splash-y, adj.

splatter, intr. and tr. v.— Prob. a blend of splash

and spatter.

splay, tr. v., to spread out; n., spread ; adj., spread

out. — ME. splayen, aphetic for displayen. See

display. For a similar aphesis cp. sport, stain,

stress.

spleen, n.— Fr. OF. esplen or directly fr. L. splen,

fr. Gk. CTTtXvjV, which stands for *a7rX7)yx and is

rel. to cr7rXaYx^^> the inward parts' (see splanch-

nic), and cogn. with Ol. plihan-, Avestic sp^r^zan

(for *splgh-en). Arm. p'aicain, L. lien, OSlav.

sMzena (perh. for *selgh-ena), Lith. bluznis,

bluzne, OPruss. blusne (the Baltic forms are

prob. dissimilated fr. *blunznis, fr. I.-E. *blngh-),

Olr. selg, MBret./e/c'A (for *spelgha-), 'spleen'.

Cp. Asplenium, lienal, lienculus.

Derivatives: spleen, tr. and intr. v., spleen-ful,

adj.

splen-, form of spleno- before a vowel.

splenalgia, n., pain in the spleen. — Medical L.,

formed fr. splen- and Gk. -aXyta, fr. iSiXyo?,

'pain'. See -algia.

Derivative: splenalg-ic, adj.

splendent, adj., 1) shining; 2) illustrious. — L.

splendens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of splendere, 'to

shine'. See splendid and -ent.

splendid, adj., 1) brilliant; 2) magnificent, sump-

tuous.— L. splendidus, 'bright, brilliant, magnifi-

cent', fr. splendere, 'to shine, gleam, glisten',

which is prob. cogn. with Lith. spMndiiu, 'I

shine', Mir. lainn (for *p^ndis), 'bright', fr.

spoil

I.-E. base *(s)plend-, 'bright, brightness'. For
the ending see 1st suff. -id.

Derivatives: splendid-ly, adv., splendid-ness, n.

splendiferous, adj. — Formed fr. L. splendor,

'brilliance', on analogy of auriferous, vociferous,

and other words ending in -iferous. See prec.

word and -ferous.

Derivatives : splendiferous-ly, adv., splendiferous-

ness, n.

splendor, splendour, n. — Fr. AF. esplendour,

splendour, or directly fr. L. splendor, gen. -oris,

'brilliance', fr. splendere, 'to shine'. See splendid

and -or, -our.

Derivatives: splendo(u)r, tr. and intr. v., splen-

dor-ous, splendr-ous, adj.

splenectomy, n., surgical removal of the spleen.

— Compounded of splen- and Gk. -exTO|j,ia, 'a

cutting out of, fr. ky.Toy.ii, 'a cutting out'. See

-ectomy.

splenetic, adj., 1) pertaining to the spleen; 2) ill-

tempered, irritable (the spleen is regarded as the

seat of the emotions). — Late L. spleneticus,

'affected with spleen', fr. L. splen, fr. Gk. ajrXifjv,

'spleen'. See spleen and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: splenetic, n., splenetic-al, adj.,

splenetic-al-ly, adv.

splenial, adj., pertaining to the splenius.— Form-
ed fr. splenius with adj. suff. -al.

splenic, adj., pertaining to the spleen.— L. spleni-

cus, fr. Gk. (iTrXy)vix6(:, fr. ctttXyiv, 'spleen'. See

spleen and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: splenic, n., a remedy for the spleen.

splenitlc, adj., pertaining to splenitis. — Formed
from next word with adj. suff. -ic.

splenitis, n., inflammation of the spleen (med.)—
Medical L., fr. Gk. cttcXtjviti,? (fem.), 'pertain-

ing to the spleen', fr. ctttXtjv, 'spleen'. See spleen

and -itis.

splenius, n., a large muscle on either side of the

back of the neck (anat.) — Medical L. splenius,

fr. L. splenium, 'plaster, patch', fr. Gk. cttcXtjviov,

'bandage", orig. 'bandage for the spleen', fr.

ctttXtjv, 'spleen'. See spleen.

spleno-, before a vowel splen-, combining form
meaning the 'spleen', or 'splenic and'. — Gk.
aTiXYjvo-, nnXry-, fr. (jtiXtjv, 'spleen'. See
spleen.

splenoid, adj., resembling the spleen. — Com-
pounded of splen- and Gk. -oEtSr;?, 'like', fr.

elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

splenology, n., the study of the spleen. — Com-
pounded of spleno- and Gk. -Xoyidt, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one
who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: splenolog-ic-al, adj.

spleuchan, n., tobacco pouch. — Gael, spliuchan.

splice, tr. v. — MDu. splissen (Du. splitsen), 'to

splice", rel. to MDu. spliten, Du. splijten, 'to

split'. See split and cp. splint, splinter.

Derivatives: splice, a., splic-er, n., splic-ing, n.

spline, n., a long strip of wood. — Prob. rel. to

splint, splinter.

splint, n., a thin piece split off. — MDu. splinte

(Du. splint), rel. to Dan. splint, 'splinter', Norw.,
Swed. splint, 'wooden peg, wedge'. These words
represent a blend of the two Teut. bases *split-

and *flint. See split and flint and cp. splutter.

Derivatives: splint, tr. v., splint-y, adj.

splinter, n., a chip, fragment. — Of. MDu. ori-

gin. Cp. Du. splint, splinter, 'splinter'. Cp. also

G. Splitter, of s.m., and see splint.

Derivatives: splinter, tr. and intr. v., splinter-y

adj.

split, tr. and intr. v. — MDu. (= Du.) splitten,

rel. to Dan., Fris. splitte, and to OFris. spllta,

MLG., MDu. spliten, Du. splijten, MHp.
spllsen, G. spleifien, 'to split', and prob. also to

MLG. spalden, OHG. spaltan, 'to split'. See

spall and cp. slice.

Derivative: split, n., splitt-er, n., splitt-ing, n.

and adj.

splodge, n. — A var. of splotch.

splotch, n., blot; stain. — Prob. a blend of spot

and splash.

Derivatives: splotch, tr. v., splotch-y, adj.,

splotch-i-ly, adv., splotch-i-ness, n.

splurge, n., a showy display; intr. v., to make a

showy display (colloq.) — Prob. of imitative

origin.

splutter, intr. and tr. v. — Prob. a blend of

splash and sputter.

Derivatives: splutter, n., splutter-er, n.

spode, n., a fine sort of porcelain. — Named after

its first maker Josiah Spode (1754-1827), a pot-

ter in Stoke-on-Trent, England.

spodiosite, n., calcium fluophosphate {mineral.)

— Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. cm6^\.oc„

'ash-colored', fr. a7ToS6s, 'ashes' (see spodo-);

so called from its color.

spodo-, combining form meaning 'ashes', as in

spodomancy.— Gk. ctttoSo-, fr. OTtoSii;, 'ashes',

which is of uncertain origin.

spodomancy, n., divination by means of ashes. —
Compounded of spodo- and Gk. [xavxeta, 'div-

ination'. See -mancy.

spodumene, n., a lithium-aluminum silicate

(mineral.) — F. spodumene, a name coined by

the French mineralogist, Abb6 Rene-Just Haiiy

(1743-1822) in 1800 fr. Gk. 07roSoui.i£VO(;, pass,

pres. part, of cttioSouv, 'to burn to ashes', fr.

a7ro86i;, 'ashes' (see spodo-); so called from its

color. For the passive part. suff. -meno- see

alumnus and cp. words there referred to.

spoil, n., booty.— ME. spoite, fr. MF. espoille, fr.

L. spolia, pi. o( spolium, 'skin stripped from an

animal ; arms taken from an enemy ; prey, booty'

(but mistaken for a fem. sing, noun), whence spo-

liare, 'to strip ; to rob, plunder, pillage, spoil'.The

orig. meaning of spolium was 'something strip-

ped off'; it derives fr. I.-E. base *(s)p(h)el-, 'to

cleave, split', whence also Gk. fioiraXov (Hesy-

chius), 'skin, hide', aTtoXdc?, 'flayed skin', oTcd-

Xa^, iorriXoc^, 'mole', lit. 'the digging animal',

dtoitiXaftoe, 'a spinous shrub', lit. 'that which



spoil

tears',4'°'^'''?i'scissors',Lith.i;)d/rai(pI-)/shivesof

flax', OSlav. ra-splatiti, 'to cleave, split', MLG.
spalden, OHG. spaltan, 'to split', OI. sphatayati,

'splits', phdlati, 'bursts', phalah, 'plowshare',

prop, 'that which tears the soil', OSlav. plevg,

pled, 'to weed', plevelU, 'weed'. Cp. spoil, v.,

despoil, spoliation. Cp. also Spalax, spall, spelt,

sphalerite, spUl, 'to flow', spool.

spoil, tr. and intr. v. — ME. spoilen, fr. OF. e^-

poillier, fr. L. spolidre, 'to strip ; to rub, plunder,

piflage, spoil'. See spoil, n.

Derivatives: spoil-age, n., spoil-er, n., spoil-ing,

n.

spoke, n., radius of a wheel ; rung of a ladder. —
ME. spake, spoke, fr. OE. spdca, rel. to OS.

speca, OFris. spake, speke, Du. spaak, OHG.
speicha, MHG., G. speiche, 'spoke', fr. I.-E.

base *{s)pei-, *{s)pi-, 'something pointed',

whence also L. spica, 'ear of corn', ON. spikr,

'spike, nail'. See spike and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: spoke, tr. v., spoke-less, adj.,

spoke-wise, adv., spok-y, adj.

spoke, past tense of speak. — Back formation fr.

spoken.

spoken, pp. of speak. — ME. spoke(n), formed fr.

speken, 'to speak' (see speak), on the analogy of

ME. broke(n), pp. of breken, 'to break' (see

break).

spoliation, n., robbery, plunder. — L. spolidtio,

gen. -onis, 'a robbing, plundering, pillaging', fr.

spolidtus, pp. of spolidre. See spoil, v., and -ation.

spoliator, n., robber, plunderer. — L. spolidtor,

'pillager, plunderer, spoiler', fr. spolidtus, pp. of

spolidre. See spoil, v., and -ator.

spoliatory, adj., of the nature of spoliation. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L. spolidtus, pp.

of spolidre. See spoil, v.

spondaic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized by,

spondees. — F. spondaique, fr. L. spondaicus, a

less correct var. of spondlacus, fr. Gk. cttiovSsi-

axo?, 'used at libations; pertaining to a spon-

dee', fr. aTtovSeio? (scil. tcoik;). See spondee and

-ic.

spondaize, tr. v., to make spondaic. — Formed

fr. spondee with suff. -ize.

spondee, n., a metrical foot consisting of two

long syllables. — F. spondee, fr. L. spondeus, fr.

Gk. (TTTOvSeio;, (scil. Ttout;), name of the met-

rical foot consisting of two long syllables, lit.

'the meter used in verses recited when libations

were ofi'ered', from cttiovSt), 'drink offering, li-

bation'. See sponsion.

Derivative: sponde-an, adj.

spondulics, n., money (slang). — Of uncertain

origin.

spondyl, spondyie, n., a vertebra. — F. spondyle,

fr. L. spondylus, fr. Gk. <ttc6vSuXo;, tryovSuXo;,

'vertebra', which stands in vowel gradation to

a<pev86vT), 'sling'. See sphendone.

spondyl-, form of spondylo- before a vowel.

spondylitis, n., inflammation of the vertebrae

{med.) — Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr.

Gk. CTTTovSuXoi;, 'vertebra'. See spondyl.

spondylo-, before a vowel spondyl-, combining

form meaning 'vertebra'. — Gk aTtovSuXo-, fr.

(TTtovSuXo;, 'vertebra'. See spondyl.

sponge, n. — ME., fr. OF. esponge (F. eponge),

fr. L. spongia, fr. Gk. oTtoyYiS, 'sponge' (rel.

to anoyyoc;, Att. otpoYYoc, of s.m.), which

—

together with Arm. sung, sunk, 'sponge, cork

tree, pumice stone'—is borrowed from an un-

known source. L. fungus, 'mushroom, fungus',

is a loan word fr. Att. arfoy-^oq. See fungus and

cp. spunk.

Derivatives: sponge-ful, sponge-less, spong-y,

adjs., spong-i-ness, n.

sponge, intr. and tr. v. — ME. spongen, fr. sponge.

See sponge, n.

Derivatives: spong-ed, adj., spong-er, n., spong-

ing, n. and adj.

spongelet, n., spongiole. — Formed fr. sponge,

n., with dimin. suff. -let.

spongiform, adj., resembUng a sponge. — Com-
pounded of L. spongia, 'sponge', and forma,

'form, shape'. See sponge, n., and form, n.

spongiole, n. — F., fr. L. spongiola, 'rose gall,

small roots', dimin. of spongia, 'sponge'. See

sponge, n., and 2nd -ole.

spongo-, combining form meaning 'sponge'. —
Gk. a-Koyyo-, fr. aroyyo?, "sponge'. See

sponge, n.

spongoid, adj., of the nature of a sponge.— Com-
pounded of spongo- and Gk. -osiSiiq, 'like', fr.

elSot;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

spongology, n., study of sponges. — Com-
pounded of spongo- and Gk. -Xoyla, fr. -Xoyo;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: spongolog-ist, n.

sponsal, adj., pertaining to marriage; spousal. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. spdnsus, pp. of

spondere. See next word.

sponsion, n., 1) the act of becoming surety; 2) a

formal pledge, esp. one made on behalf of

another person.— L. spdnsio, gen. -onis, 'engage-

ment', fr. spdnsus, pp. of spondere, 'to engage

oneself, promise' (whence despondere, 'to prom-

ise, pledge', respondere, 'to answer') ; cogn. with

Gk. OTievSetv, 'to pour out a libation; to prom-

ise', OTTovSr], 'libation; treaty', Hitt. shipan-

tahhi, '1 pour out a libation, I sacrifice', ishpan-

tuzzi, 'offering a libation'. Cp. despond, es-

pouse, respond, response, riposte, spondee, spon-

sor, spouse.

sponson, n., a curved projection from a ship's

side. — Perhaps a popular alteration of expan-

sion.

Derivative: sponson, tr. v.

sponsor, n. — L. sponsor, 'surety', fr. spdnsus, pp.

of spondere, 'to warrant'. See sponsion and

agential sufi'. -or.

Derivatives: sponsori-al, adj. and n., sponsor-

ship, n.

sporopnyii

spontaneity, n. — See next word and -ity.

spontaneous, adj. — Late L. spontdneus, 'of one's

free will', fr. sponte, 'of one's free will, volun-

tarily', abl. of *spdns, 'free will', which is of un-

certain origin. It is possibly cogn. with OE.
spanan, 'to instigate, persuade, allure', gespan,

'persuasion, allurement', OHG. spanan, 'to en-

tice, deceive', gispanst, 'enticement', MHG. ge-

spenste, 'enticement, ghost', G. Gespenst,

'ghost', abspenstig, 'disaffected', and with OE.
spannan, 'to clasp, fasten, stretch, span', OHG.
spannen, 'to stretch, strain, span'. See span, v.,

and -eous. The word spontaneous was first used

by the English philosopher Thomas Hobbes
(1588-1679) in 1656.

Derivatives: spontaneous-ly, adv., spontaneous-

ness, n.

spontoon, n., a kind of halberd carried by infan-

try officers in the 18th cent. — F. esponton,

sponton, fr. It. spuntone, which is formed fr.

pref. s- (fr. L. ex-, 'out of, from'), and punto,

'point', fr. L. punctum. See 1st ex- and point, n.

spoof, n., a hoax, joke (slang). — Coined by the

English comedian Arthur Roberts (1852-1933).

Derivatives: spoof, tr. v., spoof-er, n., spoof-ish,

adj.

spook, n. — Du., rel. to G. Spuk, 'ghost, appari-

tion", Swed. spok, 'scarecrow', Norw. spjok,

'ghost, specter', Dan. spog, 'joke', and possibly

cogn. with Lett, spigana, 'dragon, witch', spi-

ganis, 'will o' the wisp', Lith. spingu, spingeli,

'to shine', OPruss. spanksti, 'spark'.

Derivatives: spook-ish, spook-y, adjs.

spool, n., a reel for winding thread, yarn, etc.,

upon. — MDu. spoele (Du. spoel), rel. to Dan.,

Norw., Swed. spole, OHG. spuola, MHG. spu-

ole, G. Spule, fr. I.-E. base *sp(h)el-, 'to cleave,

split'. See spoil, n.

Derivatives: spool, tr. v., spool-er, n.

spoon, n., implement for conveying food or drink

to the mouth.— ME. spone, spoon, fr. OE. spon,

'chip of wood", rel. to ON. spdnn, spdnn, 'chip,

splinter', Dan spaan, Norw. spon, Swed. span,

'a wooden spoon', MDu. spaen, Du. spaan,

OHG., MHG. span, G. Span, 'chip, splinter",

and prob. cogn. with Gk. aqprjv, 'wedge". These

words are prob. formed—with -«-formative ele-

ment—fr. I.-E. base *spe(i)-, 'sp"-, 'to draw,

stretch, span, spread, extend; a flat piece of

wood'. See space and cp. spheno-. Cp. also

span-new, spick and span. The modern sense

of spoon developed from the primitive meaning
of 'chip of wood' through the intermediate

phase 'chip of wood used for conveying liquid

to the mouth'.

Derivatives: spoon, tr. v., spoon-ful, adj., spoon-

like, adj.

spoon, n., a simpleton; a foolish lover.— Figura-

tive use of prec. word.

Derivatives : jpoo«, intr. v., to make love (slang),

spoon-y, adj., spoon-i-ly, adv., spoon-i-ness, n.

spoonerism, n., involuntary transposition of ini-

tial sounds. — Named after Rev. William A.

Spooner (1844-1930), warden of New College,

Oxford. — For the ending see suflf. -ism.

spoor, n., track, trace. — MDu. spor, spoor (Du.

spoor), rel. to OE., ON., OHG., MHG. spor, G.

Spur, 'track, footprint, trace'. See spur.

Derivatives: spoor, tr. and intr. v., spoor-er, n.

spor-, form of sporo- before a vowel.

sporadic, sporadical, adj., I) scattered; 2) occa-

sional. — ML. sporadicus, fr. Gk. CTTopaSwoi;,

'scattered', fr. ciTTOpac;, gen. UTtopaSoi;, 'scat-

tered', which is rel. to oTropa, (STz6poc„ 'a

sowing; seed'. See spore.

Derivatives: sporadical-ly, adv., sporadical-ness,

n.

sporange, n., sporangium. — See sporangium.

sporangium, n., a case containing spores.—ModL.,
fr. Gk. CTTTopo?, 'a sowing', and ayysTov, dimin.

of ayyo?, 'vessel, receptacle'. For the first ele-

ment see spore, for the second see angio- and cp.

synangium.

sporation, n., production of spores. — A hybrid

formed fr. Gk. cmopa, 'a sowing' (see next

word), with -ation, a suff. of Latin origin.

spore, n., the reproductive body in flowerless

plants corresponding to the seeds of flowering

plants. — ModL. spora, fr. Gk. oTuopa, 'a

sowing, seed', which is rel. to OTCopoi;, 'a sowing,

seed', and stands in gradational relationship to

OTTtetpEtv, 'to sow, scatter'. See sperm and cp.

sporadic, the first element in sporangium and

the second element in Diaspora.

Derivative: spore, intr. v.

sporo-, before a vowel spor-, combining form

meaning 'spore'. — Gk. OTTOpo-, <T7T0p-, fr.

CTTTopa, 'a sowing, seed'. See prec. word.

Sporobolus, n., a genus of plants, the rush grass

(hot.) — ModL., compounded of sporo- and

the stem of Gk. |3aXXetv, 'to throw'. See ballistic.

sporocyst, n., a cyst which contains sphores. —
Compounded of sporo- and Gk. xijoti?, 'blad-

der, bag'. See cyst.

Derivative: sporocyst-ic, adj.

sporogenesis, n., reproduction by means of spores

(biol.) — ModL., compounded of sporo- and

genesis.

sporogenous, adj., reproducing spores. — Com-
pounded of sporo- and -genous.

sporogonium, n., a stalk with capsule producing

spores. — ModL., compounded of sporo- and

suff. -gonium, which is rel. to suff. -gonia. See

-gony.

sporogony, n., formation of spores. — See prec.

word.

sporophore, n., a spore-bearing stalk or branch.

— Compounded of sporo- and Gk. -cpopo;,

'bearing'. See -phore.

Derivative: sporophor-ic, adj.

sporophyll, n., a leafproducing spores on sporan-

gia (hot.) — Compounded of sporo- and Gk.
(puXXov, 'leaf. See pliyllo- and cp. cataphyll,

hypsophyll.



-sporous

-sporous, adj., combining form meaning 'having

spores'. — Formed fr. Gk. OTtopa, 'seed' (see

spore), with suff. -ous.

Sporozoa, n. pi., a class of parasitic Protozoa

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of spore- and

Gk. t^Sa, pi. of !^qiov, 'animal'. See -zoa.

sporran, n., a leather pouch with the fur left on.

— Gael, sporan.

sport, intr. and tr. v. — ME. sporten, aphetic for

disporten. See disport, v. For a similar aphesis

cp. splay, stain, stress.

Derivatives: sport-ing, adj., sport-ing-ly, adv.

sport, n. — ME., aphetic for disport. See disport,

n.

Derivatives: sport-ive, adj., sport-ive-ly, adv.,

sport-ive-ness, n., sport-less, adj., sport-y, adj.

sportula, n., gift, present.— L., lit. 'small basket',

dimin. of sporta, 'plaited basket, basket', a

word borrowed fr. Gk. orTtupiSa, ace. of UTrupi?,

'woven basket', which is rel. to ajnapTov, 'rope,

cable; Spanish broom; esparto', mzzlga., 'coil,

twist'. See 2nd spire and cp. esparto. The

change of 8 (in Gk. ctTTuptSa) to / (in L. sporta)

is due to Etruscan influence; cp. catamite. For

the ending see suff. -ule. For the derivation of

the Latin word from a Greek accusative cp.

Numidia and words there referred to.

sporular, adj., pertaining to a sporule. — See

next word and adj. suff. -ar.

sporule, n., a small spore (biol.) — ModL. spo-

rula, formed fr. spora with the dimin. suff. -ula.

See spore and -ule.

spot, n. — ME. spotte, spot, rel. to MDu. spot,

spotte, 'stain, blot', ON. spotti, 'small piece',

Norw. spot, 'spot, small piece of land'.

Derivatives: spot-less, adj., spot-less-Iy, adv.,

spot-less-ness, n., spott-y, adj., spott-i-ness, n.

spot, tr. and intr. v. — ME. spotten, fr. spotte,

spot. See spot, n.

Derivatives: spott-ed, adj., spott-ed-ness, n.

spousal, adj., pertaining to marriage. — See next

word.

spousal, n., marriage. — Aphetic for espousal.

spouse, n., husband or wife — OF. espous, es-

pouse (F. epoux, fern, epouse), fr. L. sponsus,

fem. sponsa, 'betrothed', pp. of spondere, 'to

engage oneself, promise'. See sponsion and cp.

espouse.

Derivative: spouse-less, adj.

spout, intr. and tr. v. — ME. spouten, rel. to

MDu. spoiten, Du. spuiten, 'to flow, spout',

Swed. sputa, 'to spout', and to E. spit, v. (q.v.)

Cp. spate.

Derivatives: spout, n. (q.v.), spout-er, n.

spout, n. — ME. spoute, rel. to MDu. spotte, Du.

spuit, 'spout', and to ME. spouten, 'to spout'.

See spout, v.

Derivatives: spout-less, n... spout-y, adj.

sprag, n., a piece of wood used to prevent a ve-

hicle from rolling backward.— Prob. rel. to OE.

sprsec, 'shoot', and to E. spray, 'a small branch'.

Derivatives: sprag, tr. v., spragg-er, n.

^Vfb

sprain, tr. v. — MF. espraindre, espreindre (F.

epreindre), 'to press out', fr. OF., fr. L. expri-

mere, of s.m., fr. 1st ex- and premere, 'to press'.

See press, v.

Derivative: sprain, n.

spraints, n. pi., otter's dung. — MF. espraintes,

espreintes (F. ipreintes), prop. fem. pi. espraint,

espreint, pp. of espraindre, espreindre. See prec.

word.

sprang, past tense of spring. — ME., fr. OE.

See spring.

sprat, n., a small European herring {Clupea sprat-

tus) — ME. sprot, sprotte, fr. OE. sprott, rel. to

Du. sprot, 'sprat', and prob. to E. sprout.

Derivative: spratt-er, n.

sprawl, intr. v., to stretch out the limbs in a care-

less manner. — ME. sprewlen, sprawlen, fr. OE.

spreawlian, 'to move convulsively', rel. to Norw.

sprala, Dan. sprselle, sprxlde, 'to fling one's

arms and legs about'; of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: sprawl, n., sprawl-er, n., sprawl-ing,

adj. and n., sprawl-ing-ly, adv.

spray, n., a small branch. — ME., rel. to Dan,

sprag, OE. spra^c, 'shoot, twig', fr. I.-E. base

*sper(e)g-, *spher{e)g-, 'to strew, sprinkle; to

sprout, burst, swell', whence also L. spargere,

'to scatter'. See sparse and words there referred

to and cp. esp. sprag, sprig.

Derivative: spraye-y, adj.

spray, n., jet of water.— LG. sprei, 'spray, driz-

zle', rel. to MDu. spraeien, 'to sprinkle, pour,

spray', MHG. spraejen, sprsewen, 'to spray, fly'.

G. sprUhen, 'to sparkle, drizzle', OHG., MHG.
spriu, G. Spreu, 'chaff' (lit. 'that which flies

about'), fr. L-E. base *sp{h)er-, 'to sow, scatter',

whence also Gk. (Ti:Eip£i.v, 'to sow, scatter'. See

sperm and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: spray, intr. and tr. v., spray-er, n.,

spraye-y, adj.

spread, tr. and intr. v. — ME. spreden, fr. OE.

spriedan, rel. to Dan. sprede, OSwed. spreda,

MDu. spreiden, spreden, Du. spreiden, OHG.,

MHG., G. spreiten, 'to spread'. Outside Teuton-

ic cp. OLith. sprainas (for *spraidnas), 'star-

ing', lit. 'opening wide one's eyes', Lett, sprieiu,

'I span, measure'.

Derivatives: spread, n., spread-er, n., spread-ing,

adj., spread-ing-ly, adv., spread-ing-ness, n.

spree, n., 1) a frolic; 2) a drinking bout. — Of

uncertain origin; possibly rel. to Ir. spre, Gael.

spraig, 'spark', which seem to be loan words fr.

ON. sprakr. See spark and cp. spry.

Derivative: spree, intr. v.

sprig, n., a small twig.— ME. sprigge, rel. to OE.

sprsec, 'a shoot', and to E. spray, 'a small

branch'.

Derivatives: sprig, tr. v., sprigg-ed, adj., sprigg-

er, a., sprigg-y, adj.

spri^tly, adj., lively. — Formed with suff. -ly fr.

spright, erroneous spelling of sprite.

Derivative: sprightli-ness, n.

spring, intr. and tr. v. — ME. springen, fr. OE.

14V/ spumescent

springan, rel. to ON., OFris., Swed. springa,

Dan. springe, MDu. springhen, Du. springen,

OS., OHG. springan, MHG., G. springen, fr.

I.-E. base *sprengh-, a nasalized variant of base

*spergh-, 'to move quickly', whence OI. sprhd-

yati, 'desires eagerly', Gk. <T7repxEai>ai,, 'to hur-

ry'. Base *spergh- itself seems to be an enlarged

form of the primitive base *sper-, *spher-, 'to

move convulsively; to scatter', whence OI.

sphurdti, 'kicks with the foot', Gk. CTratpsiv, 'to

move convulsively'. See spurn and cp. springe.

Cp. also the first element in springbok and the

second element in klipspringer.

Derivatives: spring, n. (q.v.), spring-er, n.,

spring-ing, adj. and n., spring-ing-ly, adv.,

spring-y, adj., spring-i-ly, adv., spring-i-ness, n.,

spring-less, adj., spring-like, adv.

spring, n., 1) a leap; 2) source of water; source,

origin; 3) the season in which plants spring up

and grow. — ME., fr. OE. spring, 'springing;

source of water', fr. springan. Cp. MHG. sprinc,

'leap, jump, source of water, fountain', OHG.
sprung, MHG. sprunc, 'source of water', G.

Sprung, Du. sprang, 'leap, jump', and see spring,

V.

springal, springald, n., a young man (archaic). —
Formed fr. the verb spring with -aid, a French

suff. derived fr. OHG. -waldo, -walto, fr. waltan,

'to govern'. See wield and cp. the suffix in her-

ald.

springbok, n., a South African gazelle. — S. Afr.

Du., lit. 'springing buck', fr. Du. springen, 'to

spring' (fr. MDu. springhen), and bok, 'buck'

(fr. MDu. hoc); so called from its habit of

springing high into the air when frightened. See

spring, v., and buck.

springe, n., a snare. — ME. sprenge, springe, rel.

to OE. springan, 'to spring'. See spring, v.

Derivative: springe, tr. v, to catch in a snare;

intr. v., to set springes.

springlet, n., a small spring of water. — Formed
fr. the noun spring, n., with the dimin. suff. -let

sprinide, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sprenkelen,

sprenklen, rel. to MDu. sprenkel, 'a small spot,

speckle' (whence Du. sprenkelen, 'to sprinkle'),

MLG. and MHG. sprenkel, sprinkel, 'a small

spot, speckle' (whence G. Sprenkel, of s.m.),

prob. derived fr. *spreng-, nasalization of I.-E.

base *sper(e)g-, *spher(e)g-, 'to strew, sprinkle',

whence Swed. sprdckel, MHG. spreckel, 'small

spot', Dan. spraglet, 'spotted, speckled', and L.

spargere, 'to scatter, sprinkle'. See sparse and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: sprinkle, n., sprinkl-er, n., sprinkl-

ing, n.

sprint, intr. v., to run fast. — ME. sprenten, of

Scand. origin. Cp. ON. spretta, 'to start, startle',

Swed. spritta, 'to start, startle'.

Derivatives: sprint, n., sprint-er, n.

sprit, n., a spar that extends diagonally from the

mast (naut.) — ME. spret, sprit, fr. OE. spreot,

'pole', rel. to LG. spriet (whence G. Spriet) and

to OE., OS. sprutan, etc., 'to sprout' ; see sprout,

V. The orig. meaning ofsprit was 'shoot, branch'.

Cp. bowsprit,

sprit, n., a rushlike plant. — From prec. word in

the meaning of 'shoot, branch'.

sprite, n., elf, fairy. — ME. sprit, fr. OF. (= F.)

esprit, fr. L. spiritus; a doublet of spirit (q.v.)

sprocket, n., projection on the rim of a wheel.—
Of uncertain origin.

sprout, intr. and tr. v. — ME. spruten, sprouten,

fr. OE. sprHtan, rel. to OS. sprHtan, OFris. spruta,

MDu. sprUten, Du. spruiten, OHG. sprio^an,

MHG. sprie^en, G. spriejien, 'to sprout', and to

OE. sprot, sprota, ME. sprote, ON. sproti, OHG.
spro35o, MHG. spro^^e, spro3, G. Sprofi,

'sprout', G. Sprosse, 'sprout; rung', MLG.
sprote, MDu. sporte, Du. sport, 'rung'. Cp.

sprat, sprint, sprit, spruit, spurt, 'to gush out'.

Derivatives: sprout, n. (q.v.), sprout-ed, adj.,

sprout-er, n., sprout-ing, n., sprout-ling, n.

sprout, n. — Fr. sprout, v.

spruce, n., a coniferous tree. — Shortened fr.

spruce fir, fr. ME. Spruce, 'Prussia', alteration

of Pruce, fr. ML. Prussia (see Prussia) ; hence

spruce fir orig. meant 'Prussian fir'.

spruce, adj., neat, dapper. — Fr. ME. Spruce,

'Prussia'. See spruce, n.

Derivative: spruce (up), tr. v., to make spruce.

sprue, n., a tropical disease. — Du. spruw,

sprouw, fr. MDu. sprouwe, 'thrush' (the disease)

;

of uncertain origin.

sprue, n., a hole through which metal is poured

into a mold. — Of unknown origin.

Derivative: spru-er, n.

spruit, n., 1) a sprout; 2) a channel of rain (S.

Africa). — S. Afr. Du., fr. MDu. sprUte, fr.

sprHten, 'to sprout'. See sprout, v.

sprung, pp. of spring.— ME. sprungen, sprongen,

fr. OE. gesprungen, pp. of springan. See spring,

V.

spry, adj., nimble. — Prob. of Scand. origin. Cp.

dial. Swed. sprygg, ON. sprsekr, 'sprightly,

'lively', prop, 'sparkling'. See spark and cp. spree.

Derivatives: spry-ly, adv., spry-ness, n.

spud, n., a small spade. — ME. spudde, rel. to

Dan. spyd, ON. spjot, 'spear', OS. spiot, OHG.
spioj, MHG. spies, G. Spieji, 'spear, lance'.

Derivatives: spud, tr. v., spudd-y, adj.

spue, intr. and tr. v., to spue. — A dial. var. of

spew,

spiune, n., foam, froth. — ME., fr. L. spuma,

'foam' (prob. through the medium of MF.
espume), which is rel. to h.pHmex, 'pumice', and

cogn. with OE. fam, OHG. \eim, 'foam'. See

foam and cp. pumice.

Derivatives: spumescent (q.v.), spum-y, adj.,

spum-i-ness, n., spumous (q.v.)

spumescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

spumescent, adj., foaming, frothing. — L. spB-

mescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of spHmescere,

'to grow frothy', formed fr. spUma, 'spume'.



Spumose

with the inchoative suff. -escere. See spume and

-escent.

spumose, adj., spumous.— L. spumosus. See next

word.

spumous, adj., pertaining to, or covered with,

foam ; foamy. — L. spumosus, 'full of foam', fr.

spuma. See spume and -ous.

spun, pp. of spin. — ME. sponnen, fr. OE. ge-

spunnen, pp. of spinnan. See spin.

spunk, n., touchwood; spirit, courage. — Gael.

spong, or Ir. sponc, 'tinder, sponge', fr. L. spon-

gia. See sponge.

Derivative: spunk-y, adj.

spur, n.— ME. spure, spore, fr. OE. spura, spora,

rel. to ON. spori, MOu. spore, Du. spoor, OHG.
sporo, MHO. spor, G. Sporn, 'spur', OE. spor,

'track, footprint, trace', ON. spor, MDu. spore,

spor, spoor, Du. spoor, OHG. spor, MHG. spor,

spur, G. Spur, of s.m., OE. spyrian, ME. spuryen,

spuren, 'to follow the track of, track down, in-

vestigate", ON. spyria, OFris. spera, MLG.
sporen, MDu. sporen, Du. speuren, OHG. spu-

rian, spur(r)en, MHG. spur{e)n, of s.m., G.

spuren, 'to follow the track of, track down, in-

vestigate; to feel', Dan. sporge, Swed. sporje, 'to

ask', and to OE. spurnan, 'to kick with the foot'

;

see spurn and cp. speer, spoor. It. sp(e)rone, F.

eperon, Sp. espuela. Port, espora, 'spur', are

Teut. loan words.

Derivatives: spur, tr. and intr. v., spurr-ed, adj.,

spurr-er, n., spurr-i-er, n., spurr-y, adj.

spurge, n., any of a group of plants having an

acrid milky juice. — ME., fr. OF. espurge (F.

epurge), back formation fr. espurgier, espurger

(F. ipurger), fr. L. expurgdre, 'to cleanse,

purge'. See expurgate.

spurious, adj., not genuine. — L. spurius, prob.

fr. Etruscan spural, 'public' ; accordingly spurius

lit. means 'a public child', i.e. 'a child that has

no father'. See Sigwart, Glotta, VII, pp. 139

foil. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Derivatives: spurious-ly, adv., spurious-ness, n.

spurn, tr. and intr. v. — ME. spurnen, fr. OE.

spurnan, 'to kick with the foot, drive away', rel.

to OS., OHG. spurnan, OFris. spurna, ON.
sporna, 'to kick', spyrian, 'to track down, inves-

tigate' (see spur), fr. I.-E. base *sp(h)er-, 'to

move convulsively, to jerk', whence also Ol.

sphurati, 'kicks, tramples, jerks, tosses', sphii-

ra(t, 'trembling, quivering', Avestic sparaiti,

'tramples', Gk. aTratpsiM, 'to move convulsively',

<J9iJpa, 'hammer', CT9up6v, 'ankle', L. spernere,

'to reject, spurn', Lith. spiriu, spirti, Lett, sperti,

'to kick', OSlav. per^i, pirati, 'to tread', Lith.

spafnas, 'wing', Mir. seir (for *speret-s), 'heel",

W. ffer, ffern, 'heel', and possibly also Gk.

a9atf.a, 'ball, globe, sphere'. Cp. Sphyraena,

sphere. Cp. also sperm, spore. Cp. also spring.

Derivative: spurn-er, n.

spuirite, n., a calcium silicate and carbonate

{mineral.) — Named after the American geolo-

gist Josiah Edward Spurr (1870-1950). For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

spurry, also spurrey, n., any of the plants of the

genus Spergula. — Du. spurrie, fr. MF. spurrie,

which prob. derives fr. ML. spergula, 'spurry'.

See Spergula.

spurt, v., to gush out. •— ME. sprutten, 'to sprout',

fr. OE. spryttan, which is rel. to MHG. sprutzen,

G. spritzen, 'to squirt', and to OS., OE. sprutan,

'to sprout'. (The orig. meaning of spurt was 'to

sprout'.) See sprout, v., and cp. spirt, which is a

var. of spurt. Cp. also sprit.

Derivatives: spurt-er, n., spurt-ive, adj.

spurt, n., a sudden effort. — Of uncertain origin.

It is perh. orig. identical with spurt, 'a sudden

gushing forth' ; see prec. word.

sputnik, n., an artificial satellite of the earth,

launched by Soviet Russia (the first sputnik was

launched on October 4, 1957, the second on

November 2, 1957). — Russ., lit. 'traveling

companion', short for sputnik zemlyi, 'traveling

companion of the earth'. Russ. sputnik is com-

pounded of pref. S-, 'with', put\ 'way, path,

journey', and agential suff. -nik. For Russ. pref.

s- see skupshtina. Russ. put' comes fr. OSlav.

poti, 'way' (whence also Czech pout, Slovak

put', Pol. pqc, etc., 'pilgrimage'), which is a

derivative of I.-E. base *pent-, 'to go, pass' ; see

iind. For the suff. -nik see nudnik.

sputter, intr. and tr. v.— Of imitative origin. Cp.

Du. sputteren. Cp. also splutter.

Derivatives: sputter, n., sputter-er, n., sputter-

ing, adj., sputter-ing-ly, adv., sputter-y, adj.

sputum, n., saliva, spit, esp. together with mucus.

— L. spUtum, 'spittle', prop. neut. pp. oi spuere,

'to spit', used as a noun. See spew and cp.

conspue.

spy, tr. and intr. v. — ME. spien, espien, fr. OF.

espier (F. epier), fr. Frankish *spehdn, which is

rel. to OHG. spehon, MHG. spehen, 'to examine

closely', G. spdhen, 'to spy", MLG. speen, MD.u.

spien, 'to spy', ON. spa, v., 'to prophesy', spa,

n., 'prophesy", OHG. speho, 'spy', spaM, -Ida,

'wisdom', OHG., OS. spahi, 'wise, prudent', fr.

I.-E. base *spek-, 'to look at, examine, spy',

whence also L. specere, 'to see, look at', species,

'a seeing, sight, look, appearance, shape, form,

kind, quality, aspect'. See species and cp. words

there referred to. It. spiare, Sp. espiar, 'to spy',

are also Teut. loan words.

spy, n.— ME. spie, fr. OF. espie (whence F. epie),

fr. espier, 'to spy'. Cp. It. spia, 'spy', fr. It. spi-

are, 'to spy", Sp. espia, 'spy', fr. Sp. espiar, 'to

spy'. Cp. also F. espion, 'spy', which is a loan

word fr. It. espione, augment, of spia, and see

spy, V. Cp. also espy.

squab, n., a short, stout person; adj., short and

stout. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. dial. Swed.

skvabb, 'anything loose or fat', skvabba, 'a fat

woman", skvabbig, 'flabby". These words are rel.

to Swed. kvabba, 'to quiver' (see quaver), and to

OS. quappa, MLG. quappe, quabbe (whence
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Dan. kvabbe, Swed. kvabba, G. Quappe), Du.
kwab, 'eelpout', and cogn. with OPruss. gawa-

bo, 'toad', OSlav. zaba, 'frog'.

Derivatives: squab, tr. v., squabb-y, adj.

squabble, intr. and tr. v. and n.— Prob. of Scand.

origin. Cp. dial. Swed. skvabbel, 'dispute',

skvappa, 'to chide', which are of imitative origin.

Derivatives: squabbl-er, n., squabbl-ing, adj.,

squabbl-ing-ly, adv., squabbl-y, adj.

squacco, n., a small, crested heron.— Dial. It., of

imitative origin.

squad, n., a small group. — Earlier F. esquade

(F. escouade), fr. It. squadra and Sp. escuadra,

'squad', prop, 'square', fr. Late L. *exquadrdre,

'to form into a square'. It. squadra and Sp.

escuadra orig. meant 'troops formed into a

square'. See square and cp. squadron.

Derivative: squad, tr. v.

squadron, n. — It. squadrone, formed fr. squadra,

'square', with the augment, suff. -one. See

squad and -oon and cp. escadrille.

squall, n., a kind of game. — Cp. obsol. skayles,

kayles, 'skittles', rel. to OHG. kegil, 'stake, pile',

MHG., G. kegel, 'skittles', Du. keg, 'wedge',

dial. Swed. kage, kagge, 'trunk of a tree'. See

keg.

squalid, adj., foul, filthy; sordid. — L. squdlidus,

'rough, filthy", fr. squdlere, 'to be filthy', fr.

squdlus, 'foul, filthy', which stands for *sq^d-

los and is rel. to squd-ma, 'scale'; not cogn. with

Gk. itr)X6(;, 'clay', and nor with OSlav. kalu,

'dirt'. Cp. squama.

Derivatives: squalid-ity, n., squalid-ly, adv.,

squalid-ness, n.

squall, intr. v., to squeal.— Of Scand. origin. Cp.

ON. skvala, 'to squeal', which is prob. of imita-

tive origin. Cp. also squeal.

Derivatives: squall, n., squall-y, adv.

Squalodon, n., a genus of fossil toothed whales

(paleonlol.) — ModL., a hybrid coined fr. L.

squalus, 'a large fish', and Gk. 68o)v, gen.

oSovTo?, 'tooth'. See Squalus and odonto-.

squaloid, adj., resembling a shark. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. squalus, 'a large fish', and Gk.
-oeiSy]?, 'like', fr. eXSoQ, 'form, shape'. See

Squalus and -old.

squalor, n. — L. squalor, 'filth', fr. squdlere, 'to

be filthy'. See squalid and -or.

Squalus, n., a genus of fishes of the family of

sharks (ichlhyol.) — L., 'a large kind of sea

fish', cogn. with ON. huatr, OE. hwsel, 'whale'.

See whale,

squam-, form of squamo- before a vowel.

squama, n., scale. — L. squama, rel. to squdlus,

'foul, filthy'. See squalid and cp. desquamate, es-

quamate.

squami-, combining form meaning 'scale'. —- Fr.

L. squama. See prec. word.

squamiferous, adj., bearing scales.— Compound-
ed of squami- and -ferous.

squamlfonn, adj., having the form of a scale.

—

Compounded of squami- and form, n.

squawk

squamo-, before a vowel squam-, combining form
meaning 'scale'.— Fr. L. squama. See squama.

squamoid, adj., having the form of a scale. —
A hybrid coined fr. L. squama, 'scale", and Gk.
-oeiSy]!;, 'like', fr. e18o?, 'form, shape'. See

squamo- and -old.

squamose, adj., squamous. — L. squdmdsus. See

squamous and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivatives : squamose-ly, ad\.,squamose-ness, n.

squamous, adj., resembling, or covered with,

scales. — L. squdmdsus, 'scaly', fr. squama,

'scale'. See squama and -ous and cp. next word.

Derivatives: squamous-ly, adv., squamous-ness,

n.

squamule, n., a small scale. — L. squdmula, 'a

small scale', dimin. of squdma, 'scale'. See

squama and -ule.

squander, tr. v. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: squander-er, n., squander-ing-ly,

adv.

square, n. — ME., fr. OF. esquarre, esquerre (F.

equerre), fr. VL. *exquadra, back formation fr.

*exquadrdre, 'to form into a square', fr. 1st ex-

and L. quadra, 'a square', fem. of the adj. qua-

drus, 'square', used as a noun. Cp. It. squadra,

Sp. escuadra, which are of the same origin. See

quadri- and cp. squad, squadron, escadrille.

Derivatives: square, adj., tr. and intr. v., adv.,

square-ly, adv., square-ness, n., squar-ish, adj.

squarrose, adj., with rough projections (bot. and

zool.) — Late L. squarrosus, 'scurfy, scabby',

prob. cogn. with OSlav. skvrHna, 'dirt, filth',

skvara, 'filth", Russ. skverna, 'dirt, filth', skver-

no, 'ugly'. For the ending see adj. suff. -ose.

squarrous, adj., squarrose. — Late L. squarrosus.

See prec. word and -ous.

squarson, n., formerly a clergyman who was also

a landowner. — A blend of squire and parson.

squash, tr. and intr. v., to crush, squeeze. — MF.
esquasser, fr. OF., fr. VL. *exquassdre, fr. 1st

ex- and quassdre, freq. of quatere (pp. quassus),

'to shake'. See quash, 'to make void".

Derivatives: squash, n., squash-er, n., squash-y,

adj., squash-i-ly, adv., squash-i-ness, n.

squash, n., the fruit of various trailing plants of

the genus Cucurbita.— Algonquian. Cp. Narra-

ganset askutasquash, 'squash', lit. 'eaten green',

fr. askut, 'green, raw", and asquash, 'eaten'.

squat, intr. v., to crouch or cower; tr. v., to cause

to squat.— ME. squatten, fr. OE. esquater, form-

ed fr. es- (fr. L. ex, 'out of, from", see 1st ex-)

and quatir, 'to press down, flatten", which de-

rives fr. VL. 'coaclire, fr. L. codclus, pp. of

cogere, 'to drive together, compel". See cogent

and cp. coact.

Derivatives; squat, a., and adj., squat-ly, adv.,

squat-ness, n., squatt-ish, adj., squatt-y, adj.,

squalt-i-ly, adv., squatl-i-ness, n.

squaw, n., an American Indian woman.— A word
denoting 'woman", in the Algonquian dialects;

cp. e.g. Narraganset squaws, 'woman".

squawk, intr. v.— Ofimitative origin. Cp. squeak.



squeak

Derivatives: squawk, n., squawk-er, n., squawk-

ing, adj., squawk-ing-ly, adv., squawk-y, adj.

squeak, intr. v. — ME. squeken, of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. Swed. sqvaka, 'to croak', G. quieken,

'to squeak'. Cp. also squawk.

Derivatives: squeak, n., squeak-er, n., squeak-

ery, n., squeak-ing, adj., squeak-ing-ly, adv.,

squeak-y, adj.

squeal, intr. and tr. v. — ME. squelen, prob. of

imitative origin. Cp. Swed. sqvala and E. squall.

Derivatives: squeal, n., squeal-er, n.

squeamish, adj., 1) prudish; 2) excessively fastidi-

ous. — Formed—with change of sufF. -ous to

-ish—fr. ME. esquaymous, fr. AF. escoymous,

which is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: squeamish-ly, adv., squeamish-

ness, n.

squeegee, n., a wooden instrument with a rubber

blade. — Formed with suff. -ee fr. squeege, a

popular form of squeeze.

Derivative: squeegee, tr. v., to treat with a

squeegee.

squeezable, adj. — Formed fr. squeeze with suflf.

-able.

Derivatives: squeezabil-ity, n., squeezable-ness,

n., squeezabl-y, adv.

squeeze, tr. and intr. v. — A hybrid coined fr. s-

(which corresponds to F. es- fr. L. ex, 'out of,

from', see 1st ex-), and OE. cwesan, cwisan,

cwysan, 'to bruise, squeeze', which is prob. of

imitative origin. Cp. MDu. quetsen, Du. kwetsen,

'to injure, wound'. G. quetschen, 'to squeeze'.

Derivatives: squeeze, n., squeez-er, n., squeez-

ing, adj., squeez-ing-ly, adv., squeez-y, adj.

squelch, tr. v., to crush down; intr. v., to produce

a splashing sound, as by treading heavily in

water; n., the act of squelching. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. quelch.

Derivatives: squelch-er, n., squelch-ing, adj.,

squelch-ing-ly, adv. ,squelch-ing-ness, n., squelch-

y, adj.

squib, n. , 1) firework burning with a hissing noise

;

2) a lampoon.— ME. squippen, 'to move quick-

ly', prob. fr. ON. svipa, 'to swoop, dart*, which

is rel. to OHG. sweifan, MHO. sweifen, 'to

swing', and to E. swoop, sweep, swift.

Derivatives : squib, tr. and intr. v., squibb-er, n.,

squibb-ish, adj.

squid, n., a ten-armed marine mollusk. — Fr.

squit, a dial. var. of squirt; so called from its

squirting out a black substance.

Derivative: squid, intr. v., to fish with squid.

squiffy, adj., intoxicated (slang). — Of uncertain

origin.

squilgee, n. and tr. v. — A var. of squeegee.

squill, n., sea onion. — ME., fr. L. squilla, scilta,

'sea onion, squill', fr. Gk. trxiXXa, which is of

uncertain origin. Cp. Skilla.

Squilla, n., a genus of crustaceans. — L. squilla.

See prec, word.

squinancy, n., quinsy wort. — ME., fr. ML.
squinancia, a blend of Gk. ouvdtyxT] and xuviy-
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yi], both names of diseases of the throat. Cp. F.

esquinancie and see the English variants cynan-

che and quinsy.

squinch, n., a small arch serving as an interior

corner support. — A var. of scuncheon.

squint, adj. — Aphetic for asquint, from the ME.
adv. asquint. Cp. Du. schuin, 'slanting, sloping',

schuinte, 'slant, slope', Dan. paa skons, 'aslant',

and E. askance.

Derivatives : squint, intr. v. and adj., squint-ing,

adj., squint-ing-ly, adv.

squire, n. — Aphetic for esquire.

Derivatives : squire, tr. v., squire-hood, n., squire-

let, n., squire-ship, a.

squirearchal, adj., pertaining to a squirearchy.—
Formed from next word with adj. suff. -al.

squirearchy, n., landed gentry. — A hybrid coin-

ed fr. squire and Gk. -apxta, 'rule'. See -archy.

squireen, n., a petty squire in Ireland.— A hybrid

coined fr. squire and the Irish dimin. suff. -in

(see -een).

squirm, intr. v., to wriggle. — Prob. of imitative

origin.

Derivatives: squirm, n., squirm-er, a.., squirm-

ing, adj., squirm-ing-ly, adv., squirm-y, adj.

squirrel, n. — ME. squirel, squerel, fr. OF. es-

quireul, escurel (F. ecureuil), fr. VL. *sciiriolus,

dimin. of 'scUrius, fr. L. sciUrus, fr. Gk. axi-

oupo?, lit. 'that which makes a shade with its

tail', fr. cntia, 'shade', and o-jpa, 'tail'. For

the first element see skiagraphy, for the second

see uro-, 'tail'. Cp. Sciuridae.

squirt, intr. v., to gush; tr. v., to cause to gush.—
Cp. ME. swirten, squirten, which, together with

LG. swirtjen, is prob. of imitative origin. Cp.

squid.

Derivatives: squirt, n., squirt-ing, adj., squirt-

ing-ty, adv.

sraddha, n., ceremony of offering of balls of rice

to the ancestors (Hinduism). — OI. srdddhah, fr.

sraddha, 'faith', which is rel. to srdd-dddhati,

'trusts, believes', and cogn. with L. credere, 'to

believe'. See creed.

sri, also shri, adj., fortunate, prosperous (said

esp. of divinities, kings and heroes). — OI. srih,

'beauty, splendor, well-being, dignity, happi-

ness', rel. to Avestic sri, 'beauty', OI. srirdh,

Avestic srira-, 'beautiful', and cogn. with Gk.

xpeicov, xp£wv, 'lord, master'.

sniti, also shruti, n., revealed literature, esp. ap-

plied to parts of the Vedas and the Upanishads

(Hinduism). — OI. srutih, 'the act of hearing;

what is heard', rel. to OI. srutdh, 'what has been

heard', and cogn. with Gk. xXioi;, 'fame, news',

xXuxd?, 'heard, loud, famous', L. in-clulus, 'fa-

mous', OS., OE. hlad, 'loud'. See loud and cp.

words there referred to.

stab, tr. and intr. v. — Prob. a var. of dial, stob,

'to pierce, stab', fr. stob, 'stake, nail', which it-

self is a var. of stub.

Derivatives: stab, stabb-er, n., stabb-ing, adj.,

stabb-ing-ly, adv.
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stabile, adj., stable; stationary. — L. stabilis. See

stable, adj.

stability, n. — ME. stabilite, fr. MF. (= F.) sta-

bitite, fr. L. stabilitatem, ace. of stabilitas, fr.

stabilis. See stable, adj., and -ity.

stabilize, tr. v. — Formed with suff. -ize fr. L.

stabilis, 'stable'. See stable, adj.

Derivatives: stabiliz-ation, n., stabiliz-er, n.

stable, adj., firm. — ME., fr. OF. stable, estable

(F. stable), fr. L. stabilis, 'firm, steady, constant',

from the stem oi stare, 'to stand'. See state and
-able and cp. establish. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in thermostable.

Derivatives: stable-ness, n., stabl-y, adj.

stable, n., a building for horses or cattle. — ME.,
fr. OF. estable (F. Stable), fr. L. stabulum, 'stable,

stall, lair, hut', which stands for *st^-dhlo-m and
lit. means 'a place for standing', from the stem

oi stare, 'to stand'. See state and cp. the second

element in constable.

Derivatives: stable, tr. v., to put into a stable,

intr. v., to be kept in a stable, stabl-ing, n., the

act of putting into a stable; accommodation (for

horses, etc.) in a stable or stables.

stablish, tr. v. (archaic). — Aphetic for establish,

staccato, adj. and adv., disconnected (musical di-

rection). — It., pp. of staccare, aphetic form of

distaccare, 'to detach, disconnect', which is rel.

to OF. destachier (F. detacher), 'to detach'. See

detach.

Stachys, n., a genus of plants, the hedge nettle

(bot^ — ModL., fr. L. stachys, 'horsemint', fr.

Gk. a-zax^Z (for *stnghu-), 'spike', which is

cogn. with ON. stinga, OE. stingan, 'to thrust,

sting'. See sting, v., and cp. the second element

in Agastache, Eustace,

stack, n. — ME. stak, fr. ON. stakkr, 'stack',

which is rel. to Dan. stak, Swed. stack, 'heap,

stack', and cogn. with OSlav. stogH, 'heap', Lith.

stokas, 'pillar'. See stake.

Derivatives: stack, tr. v., stack-er, n., stack-ful,

adj., stack-less, adj.

stacte, n., one of the eleven spices used by the

ancient Hebrews used to make incense. — L.

stacte, 'oil of myrrh', fr. Gk. oTaxTTj, prop,

fem. of OTaxT6<;, 'oozing out in drops', verbal

adj. of axil^ELv, 'to let drop, distil; to drop,

drip', which is prob. cogn. with L. stagnum,

'pond'. See stagnate and cp. epistaxis.

stactometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

drops of a liquid. — Compounded of Gk.
(jTaxT6;, 'oozing out in drops', and ^sTpov,

'measure'. See prec. word and meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

staddle, n., support. — ME. stathel, fr. OE. sta-

dol, 'foundation, support', rel. to ON. stodull,

'milking place', OFris. stathul, 'foundation',

OHG. stadal, MHG., G. stadel, 'bam'. The lit-

eral meaning of these words is 'standing place,

stand'; they derive fr. I.-E. base *std-, 'to stand',

whence also Goth., OE. standan, 'to stand'. See

stand and cp. the first element in stalwart. For

sense development cp. the cognate L. stabulum,

'stable, stair, from the stem of stare, 'to stand'

(see stable, n.)

stadholder, also stadtholder, n., governor of a

province. — Du. stadhouder, lit. 'holding the

place', fr. stad, 'place', and houder, 'holder' ; in-

fluenced in form by E. holder (stadtholder shows

also the influence of G. Stadt, 'town'). See stead,

hold, v., and agential suff. -er. Du. stadhouder—
like MLG. stedeholder, Dan. stadholder, Swed.

stathallare and G. Statthalter, of s.m.—are

prop, loan translations of L. locum tenens (see

locum tenens).

stadholderate, stadtholderate, n., office of a stad-

holder. — A hybrid coined fr. prec. word and
-ate, a subst. suff. of Latin origin.

stadium, n., 1) a Greek measure of length; 2) a

racecourse. — L., fr. Gk. cttocSiov, 'racecourse,

stadium', which is a blend of cjTrdcSiov, 'race-

course', and CT-raSiov, neut. of axaSto?, 'fix,

firm'. SttixSiov is a derivative of aTTocv, 'to draw,

tear' (see spasm). HxaSio? derives fr. I.-E. base

*std-, 'lo stand'; see state.

staff, n.— ME. staf, fr. OE. stsef, 'stick, staff', rel.

to OS. staf, ON. stafr, Dan. stav, Swed. staf,

OFris. stef, MLG., MDu., Du. staf, OHG. stab,

MHG. stap, G. Stab, Goth. *staf-s (in dat. pi.

stabim), 'element', and cogn. with OLith. stabas,

'idol', Lith. stebas, 'staff, pillar', Lett, stabs,

OSlav. stoborii, 'pillar', OPruss. stabis, 'stone',

OI. stabhndti, stabhnoti, 'supports'. All these

words derive fr. I.-E. base *steb(h)-, 'to cause to

stand, place, support; to step'. See step and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also stave and the

second element in distaff, Gustavus, palstave.

Derivatives : staff, tr. v., staff-ed, adj.

staffage, n., accessories. — G., fr. staffieren, 'to

dress up, trim, garnish', fr. MLG. stofferen, staf-

feren,'it. MDu. stofferen, fr. OF. estofer (F. itof-

fer), fr. OHG. stopfon (MHG., G. stopfen), 'to

stuff, fill'. OF. estofe (F. etoffe), 'stuff, material',

is prob. a back formation fr. estofer (F. Staffer).

See stuff and -age.

stag, n. — ME., fr. OE. stagga, 'stag', orig. 'a

male animal', rel. to ON. steggi, 'a male bird, a

male cat', dial. E. stag, 'gander'. These words

derive fr. *stegh-, a denasalized form of I.-E.

base *stengh-, 'to sting'. The original meaning

of stag prob. was 'provided with a male organ'.

See sting, v.

stage, n., platform. — ME., fr. OF. estage (F.

etage), lit. 'place to stand upon', fr. VL. *stati-

cum, a derivative of L. sto, stare, 'to stand'. See

state, n.

Derivatives : stage, tr. v., stag-er, n., stag-ing, n.,

stag-y, adj., stag-i-ness, n.

staggard, n., stag of the fourth year. — Formed
fr. stag with suff. -ard.

stagger, intr. and tr. v.— ME. stakkeren, fr. ON.
stakra, 'to push, to cause to reel', fr. staka, 'to

push'; prob. rel. to Swed. stake, 'stake', and to

E. stake (q.v.)



Stagirite

Derivatives: stagger, n., stagger-er, n., stagger-

ing, adj., stagger-ing-ly, adv.

Stagirite, n., a native of Stagira, esp. Aristotle.—
L. Stagirites, fr. Glc. STayeiptT-r)!;, fr. Sxii-

ysipa, 'Stagira', a town in Macedonia. For tire

ending see subst. suflf. -ite.

Derivative: Stagirit-ic, adj.

stagnancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suflf. -cy.

stagnant, adj. — L. stdgndns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of stdgndre. See next word and -ant.

Derivatives: stagnant-ly, adv., stagnant-ness, n.

stagnate, intr. v., to cease to fliow.— L. stdgnatus,

pp. of stdgndre, 'to cause to stand, make stag-

nant', fr. stdgnum, 'pool', whicli is prob. cogn.

with Gk. CTTaytov, 'drop', crat^eiv (for *CT-ray-

!,Eiv), 'to let drop, distil; to drop, drip'. Cp.

stacte. For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: stagnat-ion, n.

stagnicolous, adj., living in stagnant water. —
Compounded of L. stdgnum, 'pool', and the

stem oi colere, 'to till (the soil), dwell, inhabit'.

See stagnate, colony and -ous.

staid, adj., 1) settled; 2) sedate. — Identical with

stayed, pp. of stay.

Derivatives : staid-ly, adv., staid-ness, n.

stain, tr. and intr. v. — ME. steinen, aphetic for

disteinen, fr. OF. disteindre (F. de'teindre), 'to

take the color out of, fr. VL. *distingere, fr. dis-

and L. tingere, 'to dye'. See distain, which is a

ioublet of stain. For a similar aphesis cp. splay,

sport, stress.

Derivatives: stain, n., stain-able, adj., stain-ed,

adj., stain-er, n., stain-less, adj., stain-less-ly,

adv., stain-less-ness, n.

stair, n.—ME. steyr, steir, fr. OE. stseger, fr. *stdg-

ir, fr. Teut. base *staig-, *slig-, corresponding

to I.-E. *stigh-. See sty, 'to ascend'.

staith, n., a wharf. — ME. stathe, a blend of OE.

stied, 'bank, shore', and ON. stop, 'landing

place'. Both these words are rel. to OS. stath,

OFris. sted, OHG. stad, stado, MHG. stade, G.

Staden, Gestade, Goth, stapa (dat.), 'bank,

shore'. These words derive fr. l.-E. base *sta-,

'to stand', and orig. meant 'a place for stand-

ing'. See state and cp. stead.

stake, n. —• ME., fr. OE. staca, rel. to ON. stiaki,

Swed. stake, Dan. stage, Du. staak, and cogn.

with Lett, stega, stegs, 'rod, pole, perch', Russ.

stozar', of s.m., and possibly also with L. tig-

num, 'building material, log, beam'. Cp. stack,

stagger, stockade, estacade. Cp. also contigna-

tion.

Derivatives: stake, tr. v., stak-er, n.

stakhanovism, n., an efficiency system in which

workers increase their piecework production

and are rewarded with bonuses and special priv-

ileges. — Named after Aleksei Grigorievich

Stakhanov, a Soviet coalminer who, in 1935, in-

troduced an efficiency system to attain a higher

production rate. For the ending see suff. -ism.

Stakhanovlte, n., a worker who excelled under
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the system of stakhanovism. — See prec. word

and subst. suflf. -ite.

stalactic, stalactical, adj. —• Formed with suflf.

-ic, resp. -leal, fr. Gk. a-rnXxxr^hc,, 'dropping,

dripping'. See stalactite.

stalactiform, adj. — A haplological var. of stalac-

titiform.

stalactite, n., an icicle-shaped formation hanging

from the roof of a cave.— ModL, stalactites, fr.

Gk. CTxaXaxTo?, 'dropping, dripping', verbal

adj. of (JTaXaCTCTet.v, 'to let drop; to drop, drip'.

See stale, 'to urinate', and cp. stalagmite. For

the ending see subst. suflf. -ite.

Derivatives : stalactit-ed, stalactit-ic, stalactit-ic-

al, adji. ,stalactit-ic-al-ly, adv., stalactit-ious, adj.

stalactitiform, adj. — See stalactite and form, n.

stalagmite, n., a cone-shaped deposit on the floor

of a cave.— ModL. stalagmites, fr. Gk. ara-

Xayjxoi;, 'a dropping, dripping', fr. CTTaXaaoEiv.

See stalactite.

Derivatives: stalagmit-ic, stalagmit-ic-al, adjs.,

stalagmit-ic-al-ly, adv.

stale, adj., not fresh, stagnant.— ME. stale, prop,

'that which has stood long'; rel. to stall (q.v.)

Derivatives: stale, tr. v,, to make stale, stale-ly,

adv., stale-ness, n.

stale, n., decoy {archaic). — ME., 'bird used as a

decoy', fr. AF. estale, fr. OF. estaler (F. etaler),

'to spread out', fr. Prankish *stall, 'place for

standing', which is rel. to OHG. stall, 'stall,

stable'. See stall.

stale, intr. v., to urinate (said of horses and cat-

tle). — ME. stolen, fr. OF. estaler, a word of

OFrankish origin; cp. Du., G. stallen, Dan.

stalle, stalde, Swed., Norw. stalla, 'to urinate',

fr. L-E. base *(s)tel-, *(s)tal-, 'to drop, urinate',

whence also Gk. CTaXav, CTTaXdcatjEtv, 'to let

drop; to drop, drip', TsX(j,a, 'standing water,

pond, marsh', Lith. telziU, telzti, 'to urinate'.

Cp. stalactite, stalagmite, telmato-.

Derivative: stale, n., urine of horses or cattle.

stalk, n., a stem. — ME. slalke, dirain. of ME.
stale, fr. OE. stela, 'a stalk'; prob. fr. L-E.

base *st(h)el-, 'to place'. See stall and cp. words

there referred to.

stalk, intr. v., to walk furtively. — ME. stalken,

fr. OE. bestealcian, which is formed with -k, a

suflf. of iterative force, fr. OE. stelan, 'to steal'

;

see steal. For this force of the suflf. -k cp. hark,

fr. hear, and talk, fr. tell.

stalklet, n.— Diminutive formed fr. stalk, n.,with

suflf. -let.

stall, n. — ME. stall, fr. OE. steall, stall, 'stable',

rel. to ON. stallr, 'pedestal for idols, altar',

Swed. stall, Dan. staid, OFris., Du. stal, OHG.
stall, stal, 'stand, place, stable, stall', MHG.
stall, stal, G. Stall, 'stable', and to OHG.,
MHG., G. stellen, 'to place', G. Stelle, 'place",

fr. I.-E. base *st(h)el-, 'to cause to stand, to

place, to stand', whence also OI. sthdlati, 'stands

firm', sthuifd (for *sthuli}d), 'column'. Arm. ste-

lem, 'I place', Gk. axsXXsiv, 'to set in order, ar-

t
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range, equip; to send', aizkza., <s-:skzii\i, Att.

g-tcXeoi;, 'the hole for the handle of an ax',

(jt^Xexo?, 'the stump', c-nfjXy), Dor. crTaXa,

'post, monument', (jt6Xoi;, 'equipment, expedi-

tion, army', utoXtj, 'adjustment, equipment,

garment', OL. stlocus, L. locus, 'place' (lit.

'where something is placed'), stolidus, 'slow,

dull' (prop, 'standing still'), stultus, 'foolish',

OPruss. stallit, 'to stand', Lett, stalls, 'stately'.

Cp. forestall, install. Cp. also apostle, diastaltic,

diastole, epistle, Gestalt, local, locus, pedestal,

peristalsis, peristaltic, stale, 'not fresh', stale, 'de-

coy', stalk, n., stallion, stalwart, stele, still, adj.,

stillion, stilt, stole, 'a long garment', stolid,

stolon, stuU, stultify, systaltic, systole. Base

*st(h)el- is an enlargement of base *st(h)d-, 'to

stand'. See state.

Derivatives: stall, tr. and intr. v., stall-age, n.

stallion, n., a male horse. — ME. stalun, fr. OF.

estalon (F. etalori), 'stall', fr. VL. *stalldnem,

ace. of *stalls, lit. 'a horse kept in the stall', fr.

Prankish *stall. See stall.

stalwart, adj., 1) sturdy, robust; 2) resolute. —
ME. stalworth, fr. OE. stxlwyrde, stxlwierde,

'serviceable' (said of ships), contraction of sta-

dolwierde, lit. 'worthy in foundation, of a firm

foundation', fr. stadol, 'foundation', and wyrde,

wierde, 'worthy'. See staddle and worth, n.

Derivatives: stalwart, n., stalwart-ly, adv., stal-

wart-ness, n.

stambouline, n., the long coat formerly worn by

Turkish officials. — From Stamboul (Istanbul),

the Turkish name of Constantinople. The name
Stamboul-Istanbul itself is a corruption of Gk.

(st)? Tav (= TY)v) 7i6Xtv, 'into the city'. For

the ending see suflf. -ine.

stamen, n., the pollen-bearing organ of a flower.

— L. stamen, 'warp in the upright loom, thread,

fiber", cogn. with Gk. (iTrjixwv, 'warp', fr. I.-E.

base *st(h)d-, 'to stand', whence also OI. sthd-

man, 'place for standing, station', Toch. A
shtdm, 'tree', Goth, stoma, 'base, material', Lith.

slomuo, stuomud, 'stature', Ir. tamum, 'stem of a

tree'. See state and cp. stamin, stamina. Cp. also

etamine, stem, n., Stemona, tammy, 'woolen

fabric'.

Derivative: stamen-ed, adj.

stamin, n., coarse muslin. — ME., fr. OF. esta-

mine (F. etamine), fr. VL. *stdminea, a noun

formed fr. the fem. of the adj. stdmfneus, 'con-

sisting of threads', fr. stamen, gen. stdminis

(whence It. stame, OProvenp. estam and Sp.

estambre, 'stamen'). See prec. word.

stamin-, form of stamini- before a vowel.

stamina, n., vigor. — Prop, pi., fr. L. stamina, pi.

of stamen. See stamen.

stamina!, adj., pertaining to stamens. — Formed

with adj. suflf. -al from L. stamen, gen. stdminis.

See stamen.

staminate, adj., having stamens. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ate fr. L. stamen, gen. stdminis. See

stamen.

stampede

stamineal, adj., pertaining to stamens.— Formed
with adj . suff. -al fr. L. stdmineus, an adjective de-

rived fr. stamen, gen. stdminis. See stamen and

cp. staminal.

stamineous, adj., pertaining to stamens. — See

prec. word and -ecus.

stamini-, before a vowel stamin-, combining form

denoting the stamen.— L. stamini-, stdmin-, fr.

stamen, gen. stdminis. See stamen.

staminiferous, adj., producing stamens. — Com-
pounded of stamini- and -ferous.

staminodium, n., an abortive stamen {hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. stamini- and ModL. -odium,

a suflf. denoting 'likeness', fr. Gk. -ti>8v]i;, 'like'.

See -ode, 'like'.

stammel, n., linsey-woolsey. — P. estamel, form-

ed—with change of suflSx—fr. OF. estamine.

See stamin.

stammer, intr. and tr. v.— ME. stameren, fr. OE.

stamerian, fr. stamer, stamur, stamor, 'stammer-

ing', rel. to OE. stamm, ON. stamr, stammr,

OHG. stam, stomal, Goth, stomms; 'stammer-

ing', ON. stoma, OS. stamaron, LG. stamern,

MDu. stameren, Du. stamelen, OHG. stamma-

lon, stamalon, MHG. stamelen, stammelen, G.

stammeln, 'to stammer', OS., OFris., OHG.,
MHG. stum, G. stumm, 'dumb', fr. I.-E. base

*stem-, 'to stem, hold back', whence also stem,

'to check'. OE. stamerian, etc., orig. meant 'to

be held back in speaking'. Cp. stum, stumble.

Derivatives : stammer, n., stammer-er, stammer-

ing, n. and adj., stommer-ing, n. and adj.,

stammer-ing-ly, adv.

stamnos, n., a kind of wine vessel {Greek ontiq.)

— Gk. (JTa[j.vo(;, prop, 'that which stands', from

the stem of EtrxTifii, 'I put, place', which is cogn.

with L. stare, 'to stand'. See state and cp. stem,n.

stamp, tr. and intr. v.— ME. stampen, rel. to ON.
stappa (for *stampa), Dan. stompe, Swed.,

Norw. stappa, stampa, MLG., MDu., Du. stam-

pen, OHG. stampfdn, stapfon, MHG., G. stam-

pfen, 'to stamp with the foot, beat, pound', and

to OE. stempan, 'to pound (in a mortar)', OS.

stamp, OHG. stampf, G. Stampfe, 'pestle', fr.

I.-E. base *stemb{h)-, 'to tread firmly, to stamp',

whence also Gk. <it£|xPeiv, 'to crush with the

feet, handle roughly, misuse'. This base is a nasa-

lized enlargement of base *steb{h)-, 'to tread,

step'. See step and words there referred to and

cp. esp. stampede. Cp. also tamp, contemn. It.

stampare, 'to stamp, impress", stampa, 'stamp,

impression', Sp. estampar, 'to stamp, print',

estampa, 'print, stamp', F. estamper, 'to stamp,

impress", estampe, 'stamp, print'. Proven^.

estampir, 'to rustle, rush', are Teut. loan words.

stampede, n., 1) a sudden running away of fright-

ened horses, cattle, etc. ; 2) any sudden impul-

sive movement of a large number of people. —
Mexican Sp. estampida, 'stampede', fr. Sp.

estampida, 'impetuous movement, rush', fr.

Proven9. estampida, fr. estampir, 'to rustle, rush',

which is of.,Teut. origin. See stamp, v.



stance, n., manner of standing, posture. — MF.
estance, fr. OF., fr. VL. *stantia, 'place, abode',

lit. 'a standing', fr. L. stdns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of stare, 'to stand'. See state, n., and cp.

stanchion, stanza.

stanch, staunch, tr. v., to stop the flow of (blood);

intr. v., to cease to flow. — ME. stanchen,

staunchen, fr. OF. estanchier (F. etancher), 'to

check the flow of a liquid, to stanch blood',

prob. fr. VL. *stanticdre, a derivative of L. stare,

'to stand'. See state and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also stank, n.

Derivatives: sta(u)nch, adj. (q.v.), sta(u)nch-er,

n.

stanch, adj. — See staunch.

stanchion, n., an upright post. — ME. stanchon,

fr. OF. estanchon (F. etanfon), fr. OF. estance,

estanche, 'the act of standing' (whence F. Stance,

'roughly-squared timber for a stanchion'), fr.

VL. *stantia, 'place', lit. 'a standing', fr. L. stdns,

gen. stantis, pres. part, oi stare, 'to stand'. See

state and cp. stance, stanza.

Derivative: stanchion, tr. v.

stand, intr. and tr. v. — ME. standen, fr. OE.
standan, rel. to ON. standa, OS., Goth, standan,

OHG. stantan, and to Dan. staa, Swed. sta, Du.

staan, OHG., MHG. stdn, sten, G. stehen, 'to

stand', and cogn. with OL ti'fthati, 'stands', Gk.

I'oTTijxi, 'I cause to stand, set, place', soTTjxa,

'I stand', L. stare, 'to stand', fr. I.-E. base

*st(k)d-, 'to stand'. See state, n., and words there

referred to and cp. esp. staddle, stadholder,

staith, stay, 'to prop', stead, stound, Stundist.

Derivatives: stand, n., stand-er, n., s'and-ing,

adj. and n.

standard, n. — ME., fr. OF. estendard, estandard

(F. etendard), a hybrid formed with the Teut.

sufif. -ard fr. OF. estendre (F. etendre), 'to stretch

out', fr. L. extendere; see extend. Some senses

of the noun standard are due to the erroneous

association of this word with the verb stand.

Derivatives : standard, adj., standardize (q.v.)

standardize, tr. v. — A double hybrid formed fr.

standard with -ize, a suff". of Greek origin.

Derivatives: standardiz-ation, n., standardiz-er,

n.

standish, n., inkstand (archaic). — Compounded
of stand and dish.

standpoint, n. — Loan translation of G. Stand-

punkt, which is compounded of Stand, 'a stand-

ing, stand', and Punkt, 'point'. See stand and

point.

stanhope, n., a kind of light, single-seated, open

carriage. —• Named after the English clergyman

Fitzroy Stanhope (1787-1864).

stank, n., pool; tank. — ME., fr. OF. estanc (F.

etang), back formation fr. estanchier (F. etan-

cher), 'to check the flow of a liquid'. See stanch.

OF. estanc is erroneously derived by most
lexicographers fr. L. stdgnum, 'pool'.

stank, past tense of j/i'nA:. — ME., fr. OE. stanc,

past tense of stincan. See stink.
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stannary, n., a tin mine. — ML. stanndria, fr. L.

stagnum, stannum, 'tin'; prob. of Celtic origin.

Cp. Gael., Ir. stdn, Co., Bret, sten, W. ystaen,

'tin'. It. stagno, F. etain, Sp. estafio, 'tin', are

Latin loan words. Cp. the second element in

costean. For the ending see suff". -ary.

Derivative: stannary, adj.

stannate, n., salt of stannic acid (chem.)— Form-

ed with subst. suflF. -ate fr. L. stannum, 'tin'. See

prec. word.

stannic, adj., of tin.— Formed with adj. suff. -ic

fr. L. stannum, 'tin'. See stannary.

starniiferous, adj., containing tin. —• Compound-
ed of L. stannum, gen. stannl, 'tin' (see stannary),

and -ferous.

stannite, n., a mineral compound contaiaing tin,

copper, iron, and sulfur. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. stannum, 'tin', and Gk. sufi'. -itt;;. See stan-

nary and subst. suff". -ite.

stannous, adj., containing tin. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. stannum, 'tin'. See stannary.

stanza, n., a group of rhymed verse lines. — It.,

'habitation, room', fr. VL. *stantia, 'place,

abode', lit. 'a standing'; see stance. For sense

development cp. Arab, bayt, which unites the

meanings 'house, room; verse'.

Derivatives: stanza-ed, adj., stanza-ic, adj.

stapes, n., the stirrup bone in the middle ear

(anat.) — ML. stapes, 'stirrup', prob. formed

from the base of L. stare, 'to stand', and pes,

pedis, 'foot'. See state and pedal.

staphyl-, form of staphylo- before a vowel.

Staphylea, n., a genus of plants, the bladder nut

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. aTacpuXy;, 'bunch of

grapes'. See staphylo-.

Staphyleaceae, n. pi., the bladder nut family {hot.)

— ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

staphyleaceous, adj.— See prec. word and -aceous.

staphylo-, before a vowel staphyl-, combining

form denoting the «v«/a(amir.)— Gk.CTTa9uXCT-,

oTao'jX-, fr. <iT«cpuXrj, 'a bunch, of grapes',

which is prob. rel. to a-zxr^ic,, 'raisin', and stands

in gradational relationship to CTT£[i9uXa (pL),

'mass of pressed grapes', a-aTS}X97)(;, 'unshak-

able', OT^jxPciv, 'to crush with the feet, shake

about, agitate, handle roughly'. See step and cp.

Staphylea. Cp. also next word.

Staphylococcus, n., a genus of bacteria of the fam-

ily Coccaceae {bacterial.) — ModL., coined by

the surgeon and bacteriologist Alexander Og-

ston (1844-1929) in 1882 fr. staphylo- and Gk.

x6x-/'.oc:, 'kernel, berry'. See coccus.

staphyloma, n., the bulging of the cornea (med.)

— Late L., fr. Gk. CT-ra9'jXco[i2t. gen. axa-

9uX(i(/aTo;, 'defect in the eye inside the cornea',

fr. (jTa^uXr), 'bunch of grapes'. See staphylo-

and -oma.

Derivatives : staphylomat-ic, staphylomat-ous,

adjs.

staple, n., a U-shaped bar, wire.— ME. stapel, fr.

OE. stapol, 'post, pillar; flight of steps', rel. to
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OS. stapal, stapel, 'candle, small tub', OFris.

stapul, stapel, 'stem or visible part of a tooth;

block for executions', MLG., MDu., Du. stapel,

'stake, pile, market, emporium', OHG. staffal,

stafful, MHG. staffel, stapfel, G. Staffet, 'rung

of a ladder' (G. Stapel, 'stocks', is borrowed fr.

MLG. stapel), and in gradational relationship

to ON. stopull, 'post, tower', Du. stoep, '(flight

of) steps', OHG. stuofa, stuoffa, 'step, degree'.

See step, v., and words there referred to and cp.

esp. next word and etape.

Derivatives :i/a/)/e,tr. v., to fasten with a staple,

stapl-ing, n.

staple, n., principal commodity of a country, dis-

trict, etc.— ME. stapel, fr. OF. estaple, 'market,

staple' (whence F. etape, 'halting place, stage of

journey'), fr. MDu. stapel, 'stake, pile, market,

emporium'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: staple, adj., staple, tr. v., to grade,

classify, stapl-er, n., stapl-ing, n.

star, n. — ME. sterre, fr. OE. steorra, rel. to OS.

sterro, ON. stjarna, Swed. stjerna, Dan. stierne,

OFris. stera, MLG. Sterne, MDu. sterre, Du.
ster, OHG. sterro, sterno, stern, MHG. sterre,

Sterne, stern, G. Stern, Goth, stairnd, and cogn.

with OL star-, 'star', nom. pi. tdrah, 'stars',

instr. pi. sttbhih, 'by means of stars', Toch. A
sre-it (pi.), "stars", Hitt. shittar, Gk. doxrip,

ao-pov, L. Stella (for *ster-ld), OCo., Bret.

steremi, W. seren, 'star'. All these words prob.

go back to an l.-E. primary form *astero, which

is of uncertain origin. It possibly derives from
the name of the evening star called after the Sem.

goddess Asiarte, i.e. Ishtar, 'Ashtdreth (see

Aphrodite). See Zimmern in E. Schrader, Die

Keilinschriften und das Alte Testament, 3rd ed.,

p. 425 and Jensen in Wiener Zeitschrift fiir die

Kunde des Morgenlandes 6, 70. Cp. aster,

asterisk, Astraea, astral, astrology, astronomy,

constellation, disaster, Esther, stellar.

Derivatives: star, tr. and intr. v., star-less, adj.,

star-like, adj., starr-ed, adj., starr-y, adj., starr-

i-ness, n.

starboard, n., the right side of a ship. — ME.
sterbord, fr. OE. steorbord, lit. 'steer board', rel.

to ON. stjdrnbordi, LG. sturbord, Du. stuur-

boord, G. Steuerbord; F. tribord. It. tribordo,

'starboard', are Teut. loan words. See steer, 'to

direct', and board.

starch, n. — ME. sterche, starche, back forma-

tion fr. sterchen, 'to starch', fr. OE. stercan, 'to

stiffen", fr. stearc, 'stiff'. Cp. G. Starke, 'strength

;

starch', and see stark.

Derivatives: starch, adj. and tr. v., starch-ed,

adj., starch-ed-ly, adv., starch-ed-ness, n., starch-

y, adj., starch-i-ly, adv., starch-i-ness, n.

stare, intr. and tr. v. — ME. staren, fr. OE. sta-

rian, 'to look fixedly at', rel. to ON. stara,

MLG., MDu. staren, Du. staren, OHG. staren,

MHG. starn (whence G. starren), 'to look fixed-

ly at', and to MHG. starren, 'to be stiff, to

stiffen', whence G. starren, of s.m. (whence

Starr, 'stiff', Star, 'cataract of the eye'), ON.
stdrr, 'proud', OHG. storren, MHG. starren, 'to

stand out, project', Goth, andstaiirran, 'to be
obstinate'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*ster-, 'strong, firm, stiff, rigid'. Cp. starch,

stark, start, n., starve, stem, stork, stour, adj.

consternation, starosta, stereo-, sterigma, sterile,

strenuous, strut.

Derivatives: stare, n., star-ing, adj., star-ing-ly,

adv.

stark, adj.— ME., 'strong', fr. OE. stearc, rel. to

ON. sterkr, Dan. sterk, Swed. stark, OFris.

sterk, MLG. stark, sterk, MDu. stare, sterc, Du.

sterk, OHG. stare, starch, starah, MHG. stare,

starch, G. stark, Goth. *starks (cp. the PN.
Starcedius), and in gradational relationship to

OHG. gi-storchanen, 'to become stiff', ON.
storkna, Goth, gastaurknan, 'to become dried

up' ; fr. I.-E. *sterg-, enlargement of base *ster-,

'stiff, rigid'. See stare and cp. stork.

Derivatives: stark, tr. and intr. v., and adv.,

stark-en, tr. v., stark-ly, adv., stark-ness, n.

stark-naked, adj., completely naked. —• Altera-

tion of ME. start naked, lit. 'naked to the tail',

fr. OE. steort, 'tail'. See start, 'tail'.

starlet, n., a small star. — Formed fr. star with

the dimin. suff. -let.

starling, n., any of the birds of the genus Sturnus.

— ME. sterlyng, fr. OE. stserlinc, fr. stser, 'star-

ling", which is rel. to OE. steam, stern, ON.
stari, Dan. stser, Swed., Norw. stare, OHG. sta-

ra, MHG., G. star, 'starling', and cogn. with L.

sturnus, 'starling', OPruss. starnite, 'gull'. Cp.

Sturnus, tern.

starosta, n., village mayor in Russia.— Russ., lit.

'elder', fr. stary, 'old', fr. OSIav. staru, 'old',

which is rel. to Lith. storas, 'thick', and cogn.

with OI. sthirdh, 'hard, firm', fr. I.-E. base *ster-,

'strong, firm, stiff, rigid'. See stare and cp. words

there referred to.

start, n., tail; handle. — ME. stert, 'tail', fr. OE.
steort; rel. to ON. stertr, Dan. stjert, Swed.

stjdrt, Norw. start, MLG., MDu. stert, Du.

staart, OHG., MHG., G. sterz, fr. I.-E. base

*sterd-, which is prob. an enlargement of *ster-,

'stiff'. Cp. Lett, stersk, 'supporting bars on the

side of a coach'. See stare and cp. redstart, stark-

naked.

start, intr. and tr. v.— ME. sterten, 'to start', rel.

to OE. sturtian, styrtan, 'to leap up', OFris.

stirta, 'to fall, tumble', MDu. sterten, sturten,

storten, Du. storten, 'to rush, fall', OHG. stur-

zen, MHG. sturzen, also stiirzen, G. stUrzen,

'to hurl, throw, plunge'; of uncertain origin.

Cp. startle.

Derivatives: start, n., start-er, n., start-ful, adj.,

start-ful-ness, n., start-ing, adj. and n.

startle, tr. v.— ME. stertlen, 'to rush along', freq.

of sterten. See start, v., and freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives: startle, n., startl-ing, adj. and n.,

startl-ing-ly, adv., startl-ing-ness, n., startl-ish,

adj., startl-ish-nesSj n., startl-y, adj.



starvation

starvation, n. — A hybrid coined fr. starve, a

word of Teut. origin and -ation, a suff. derived

fr. L. -alio, gen. -ationis.

starve, intr. v., to die from hunger; tr. v., to cause

to starve. — ME. sterven, 'to die', fr. OE. steor-

fan, rel. to OFris. sierva, Du. sterven, OS.

sterdan, OHG. sterban, MHG., G. sterben, 'to

die', and to ON. stjarfi, 'tetanus', and cogn. with

Gk. CTT^pcpvto? (Hesychius), 'stiff, rigid', tJTsp-

90?, 'hide, skin', OSlav. striiblti, 'strong,

hard'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. *sterbh-,

a -feA-enlargement of base *ster-, 'stiff, rigid'.

See stare and cp. torpedo, torpid.

Derivatives: starve-ling, n. and adj.

stasis, n., stoppage of the circulation of a fluid in

the body. — Medical L., fr. Gk. (j-vimq, 'a

standing still', which is rel. to OTa-rdi;, 'placed',

verbal adj. of l'<7-nri|ii (for *cri-crTT]u.i), 'I cause

to stand', fr. I.-E. base *std-, 'to stand'. See

state and cp. the second element in apostasy,

metastasis.

stassfurtite, n., a variety of boracite (mineral.) —
Named after Stassfurt in Prussia. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

state, n. — ME. stat, fr. OF. estat (F. dtat), fr. L.

status, 'posture, position, condition, state, pub-

lic affairs, constitution', fr. pp. stem of stare, 'to

stand', which is rel. to sistere, 'to place, stand,

stand still', fr. I.-E. base *st(h)a-, 'to stand*,

whence also OI. tiffhati, 'stands', dstham, 'I

stood', stitdfi, 'standing', sthdtar-, 'ruler, guide',

sthdtt, 'that which stands', OPers. and Avestic

std; 'to stand', Avestic hishtaiti, 'stands', Toch.

shtam, 'I stand', Gk. I'anifii (for *ai-<TTiQ[ii), 'I

cause to stand, I set, place; I stand', StjTTjxa, 'I

stand', OTaaii;, 'a standing', OSlav. stanJQ, stati,

'to place oneself, stojg, stojati, 'to stand', Lith.

stdju, stdti, 'to place oneself, Goth., OE. stan-

dan, 'to stand', Olr. tair-(s)issim, 'I remain stand-

ing', sessam and sessed, 'the act of standing',

and—with -n-enlargement—Gk. laTavtb (a

new formation for t(JTY)[ii), 'I cause to stand, I

set, place'. Arm. stanam, 'I buy at an auction,

acquire', L. de-stinare, 'to make firm, fasten ; to

intend, devote, destine', ob-stindre, 'to set one's

mind firmly on, persist in', praestindre, 'to buy,

purchase'. Alb. shton, 'I increase, augment'. See

stand and cp. status, estate, etat, which are

doublets of state. Cp. also aerostat, anastasis,

Anastasius, apostasy, apostate, aposteme, ap-

preteur, armistice, arrest, assist, astatic, astatine,

catastasis, bezesteen, bostangi, circumstance,

consist, constant, constitute, contrast, cost, desist,

destine, destitute, diastase, distant, ecstasy, en-

statite, epistemology, establish, £tage, etagere,

exist, extant, gyrostat, lieliostat, liemostasis,

Hindustani, histo-, hypostasis, iconostasis, un-

postume, insist, instant, institute, interstice, meta-

stasis, obstacle, obstetric, oltstinate, oust, peri-

stalith, persist, post, 'pillar', presto, prostate,

prostitute, resist, rest, 'to remain', restitnte, res-

tive, iheostat, stable, n. and adj., staddle, stad-
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holder, stadiiun, stage, staith, stall and words

there referred to, stamen and words there re-

ferred to, stamnos, stance, stanch, stanchion,

stanza, stapes, stasis, stater, static, Statice, sta-

tion, stationer, statistics, state-, stator, stato-

scope, statue, stature, statute, stay, 'to prop, sup-

port', stay, 'to stand still', stead, steed, steel,

sterling, stet, stool, stound, stow, 'to pack', stud

of horses, stud, 'peg, nail', Stundist, subsist, sub-

stance, substantive, substituent, substitute, super-

stition, system, thana, thermostat, vestibule and

the suff. in celestial.

Derivatives: state, adj. and tr. v., stat-ed, adj.,

stat-ed-ly, state-ly, adj., state-li-ness, n., state-

ment, n.

stater, n., one who states. — Formed fr. state, v.

(see state), with agential suff. -er.

stater, n., standard coin (of gold or of silver). —
L. stater, fr. Gk. (JTaT7]p, which is rel. to

£aT7][iL (for *(jt-<TTri(j.i.), 'I cause to stand',

meaning also 'I weigh', fr. I.-E. base *std-, 'to

stand'. See state, n., and words there referred to

and cp. esp. sterling.

static, adj., 1) acting by mere weight; 2) at rest.

— ModL. staticus, fr. Gk. <T-ra-ri>t6i;, 'causing

to stand, skilled in weighing', fr. (TTaxo;,

'placed; standing', verbal adj. of Vcttyjpli. (for *oi-

o-aijxi ), 'I cause to stand', fr. I.-E. base *std-, 'to

stand'. See state and adj. suff. -ic and cp.

aerostat and words there referred to.

Derivatives : i/a/ic, n., static-al, adj., static-al-ly,

adv., statics (q.v.)

Statice, n., a genus of plants of the family Plum-

baginaceae (.bot.) — L., fr. Gk. axaTiKr), 'an

astringent plant', prop. fem. of the adj. <TTa-

TtK6i;, 'causing to stand; stanching blood', used

as a noun; so called because of the astringent

properties of the plant. See prec. word.

statics, n., mechanics dealing with the equihb-

rium of forces. — Fr. Gk. dTaTtxr; (sell, tsx-

VT]), 'the art of weighing', fr. (iTaTtx6;, 'skilled

in weighing'. See static and -ics.

station, n. — ME. stacioun, fr. MF. (= F.) sta-

tion, fr. L. statidnem, ace. oistatid, ,'act of stand-

ing, place, position, office; station', fr. stat-ium),

pp. stem of stare, 'to stand'. See state and -ion.

Derivatives: station, tr. v., stational (q.v.),

stationary (q.v.), stationer (q.v.)

stational, adj., pertaining to a station. — L. sta-

tiondlis, fr. statid, gen. -dnis. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -al.

stationary, adj., not moving; at rest. — ME.
stacionarye, fr. MF. (= F.) stationnaire, fr. L.

statidndrius, 'pertaining to a post or station', fr.

statid, gen. -dnis. See station and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative: stationary, n.

stationer, n., 1) formerly, a bookseller or pub-

lisher; 2) a person who sells paper, pens, pen-

cils, ink and other writing materials. — ME.
stacyonere, 'bookseller', fr. ML. statidndrius, fr.

L. statid, gen. -dnis, 'a station' ; he was so called

because he usually had a permanent place or
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station (in contradistinction to an itinerant ven-

dor). See station and agential suff. -er.

Derivatives : stationer-y, adj. and n.

statist, n., statistician. — G. Statist, back forma-

tion fr. Statistik. See statistics.

statistic, adj., statistical. — See statistical.

statistic, n. — The same as statistics.

statistical, adj. — Formed fr. statistic, n., with

adj. suff. -al.

statistician, n. — Formed fr. statistic, n., with

suff. -ian.

statistics, n. — Fr. earlier statistic, fr. Gl|. Sta-

tistik, coined by the German statistician Gott-

fried Achenwall (1719-1772) in 1748, fr. ModL.

{collegium) statisticum, '(a college) occupying it-

self with statistics', formed fr. L. status, 'state,

condition', and suff. -isticum. See state and the

suJHxes -istic and -ics.

statistology, n., the study of statistics. — A hy-

brid coined fr. statistics, a word of L. origin, and

Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xdyoc, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

stato-, combining form meaning 'standing, fixed'.

— Gk. axaxo-, fr. OTard?, 'standing'. See

static.

stato-, combining form meaning 'state'. — See

state.

statoblast, n., a winter bud (zool.)— Compound-

ed of stato- 'fixed', and Gk. pXaaxd?, 'bud,

sprout, shoot'. See -blast.

stator, n., the stationary part in a power genera-

tor. — ModL., formed fr. L. stat-{um), pp. stem

of stdre, 'to stand'. See state and agential suff.

-or.

statoscope, n., an instrument for measuring at-

mospheric pressure.— Formed fr. stato-, 'fixed',

and Gk. -oxottiov, fr. cxotieiv, 'to look at,

examine'. See -scope.

statuary, adj., pertaining to, or suitable for, stat-

ues. — L. statudrius, 'of statues', fr. statua. See

statue and adj. suff. -ary.

statuary, n., a maker of statues. — L. statudrius,

'a maker of statues', prop, an adj. used as a

noun. See statuary, adj.

statuary, n., the art of making statues. — L. sta-

tudria (scil. ars), fem. oi statudrius, 'of statues'.

See statuary, adj.

statue, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) statue, fr. L.

statua, 'image, statue', prop, 'that which is set

up', back formation fr. statuere, 'to set up', from

the stem of stare, 'to stand'. See state and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: statue, tr. v., statu-ed, adj., statue-

like, adj., statuesque (q.v.)

statuesque, adj., 1) of, or like, a statue; 2) stately.

— A hybrid coined fr. L. statua (see prec. word)

and -esque, a suff. of Italian, ult. Teut., origin.

Derivatives : statuesque-ly, adv., statuesque-ness,

n.

statuette, n., a small statue. — F., dimin. of

statue. See statue and -ette.

stature, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) stature, fr.

earlier estature, fr. L. statura, 'height, size,

stature', lit. 'an upright posture', fr. stat-(um),

pp. stem of stare, 'to stand'. See state and -ure.

Derivative: statur-ed, adj.

status, n. — L., 'mode of standing, position, at-

titude', fr. stat-{um), pp. stem oi stare, 'to stand'.

See state.

status in quo, status quo, unaltered condition. —
L., lit. 'condition in which (something is)'. See

prec. word.

statutable, adj., statutory. — Formed from next

word with suff. -able.

Derivative: statutabl-y, adv.

statute, n.— ME. statut, fr. OF. (= F.) statut, fr.

earlier estatut, fr. Late L. statdtum, prop. neut.

pp. of statuere, 'to set up, establish, constitute',

lit. 'to cause to stand', formed fr. stat-{um), pp.

of stdre, 'to stand'. See state and cp. constitute,

destitute, institute, prostitute, restitute, substitute.

Derivative: statut-ory, adj.

staunch, also stanch, adj.— ME., fr. OF. estanch,

fem. estanche (F. ^tanche), 'watertight; reliable',

back formation fr. OF. estanchier, 'to check the

flow'. See stanch, v.

stauro-, before a vowel staur-,. combining form

meaning 'cross'. — Gk. axaupo-, axaup-, fr.

(jTa\jp6?, 'stock, pile, cross'. See steer, 'to direct',

and cp. words there referred to.

staurolite, n. (mineral!) — Lit. 'cross-stone", fr.

Gk. oTaupdi;, 'cross', and Xi^oc, 'stone'. See

stauro- and -lite.

Derivative: stauroUt-ic, adj.

stauroscope, n., an instrument for determining

the position of the planes of vibrations in crys-

tals. — Compounded of stauro- and Gk. -trxo-

Ttiov, fr. (JKOTTEiv, 'to look at, examine'. See

-scope.

Derivative: stauroscop-ic, adj.

stave, n., 1) one of the pieces of a barrel; 2) staff

(mus.) — Back formation fr. staves, pi. of staff.

Derivatives: stave, tr. y.,stav(e)-able, adj., stave-

less, adj.

stavesacre, n., a kind of larkspur. — ME. slaphi-

sagrie, stapkisagre, fr. L. staphisagria (whence

also F. staphisaigre), fr. Gk. c^onflc, aypta, lit.

'wild raisin'. IlTa9ic; also aaTa^i;;, 'raisin', is

prob. rel. to CTTa9uXTfj, 'bunch of grapes', cttejx-

9uXtx (pi.), 'mass of pressed grapes' ; see sta-

phylo-. 'Avpia is fem. of Sypioi;, 'wild', which

derives fr. ayp6<;, 'field' ; see agrio-.

stay, n., a large rope for supporting a mast. —
ME. stey, stay, fr. OE. stscg, rel. to ON., Du.

stag, MLG. stack, MDu. staeye, 'rope for sup-

porting a mast', lit. 'prop, support'. OF. estaie,

'prop, support', is a Middle Dutch loan word.

See stay, 'to prop, support'.

Derivative: stay, tr. v., to fasten with stays.

stay, tr. v., to prop, support. — MF. estaier (F.

Mayer), fr. estaie (F. itai), 'prop, support', fr.

MDu. staeye, which is rel. to Du. staan, OHG.
Stan, Goth., OE. standan, 'to stand'. See stand.



stay

stay, n., support; pi., a corset. — MF. estaie. See

prec. word.

stay, intr. v., to stand still, rest, remain; intr. v.,

to check, stop; to restrain. — ME. steyen, fr.

OF. ester, 'to be', prop, 'to stand', fr. L. stare.

Cp. It. stare, OProven?. and Sp. estar, 'to stand;

to be', and see state. (F. etre, 'to be', is not re-

lated to ester, but derives fr. VL. *essere, fr. L.

esse, 'to be'.

stead, n.— ME. stede, fr. OE. stede, 'act of stand-

ing; place', rel. to OS. stedi, ON. stadr, Dan.

sted, Swed. stad, Du. stede, stee, 'place', stad,

'town', OHG., MHG. stat, G. Stdtte, 'place', G.

Stadt, 'town', Goth. stal>s, 'place' ; fr. I.-E. base

*std-, 'to stand'. See state and cp. stand. Cp. also

staddle, stithy, and the first element in stad-

holder.

Derivatives: stead, tr. v., stead-y, adj., tr. and

intr. v., and n., stead-i-ly, adv., stead-i-ness, n.

steadfast, adj.— ME. stedefast, fr. OE. stedefsest.

See stead and fast, adj.

Derivatives: steadfast-ly, adv., steadfast-ness, n.

steak, n. — ME. steyke, steke, fr. ON. steik;

prop, 'something stuck (on a spit)', and rel. to

ON. steikja, 'to roast on a spit', and to OE.

stician, 'to stick'. See stick, v.

steal, tr. and intr. v. — ME. stelen, fr. OE. stelan,

rel. to OS. stelan, ON., Norw., OFris. stela,

Dan. stjiele, Swed. stjdla, Du. stelen, OHG. ste-

lan, MHG. stein, G. stehlen, Goth, stilan, and

prob. cogn. with Gk. axepeiv, Att. ciTepiaxetv,

'to deprive of", Mir. serbh (for *ster-"d), 'theft',

fr. I.-E. base *ster-, 'to steal'. The change of

I.-E. *ster- to *stet- in Teut. is prob. due to the

influence of OS., OE., OHG. helan, OFris. hela,

'to hide, conceal' (see hall), with which the verb

steal is often associated. Cp. stalk, 'to walk

furtively'.

Derivatives: steal-er, n., steal-ing, adj., steal-

ing-ly, adv., steal-th, n., stealth-y, adj., steal-th-

i-ly, adv., steal-th-i-ness, n.

steam, n. — ME. stem, steme, 'steam, flame', fr.

OE. steam, 'exhalation, steam, vapor', rel. to

Du. stoom, 'steam' ; of unknown origin.

Derivatives: steam, intr. and tr. v., steam-er, n.,

steam-y, adj., steam-i-ness, n.

stean, steen, n., a vessel for liquids or foods. —
ME. stene, fr. OE. stSne, rel. to OHG. steinna,

'stone jug', and to OE. stdn, 'stone'. See stone.

Derivative: stean-ing, steen-ing, n.

stearate, n., a salt of stearic acid (chem.) — See

stearin and chem. sufT. -ate.

stearic, adj., of, or derived from, stearin. — See

stearin and adj. suff. -ic.

stearin, n., a white, crystalline compound found

in animal and vegetable fats (chem.) — F. stea-

rine, coined by the French chemist Marie-Eugene

Chevreul (1786-1889) fr. Gk. orsap, 'fat'. See

steato- and -in.

stearincry, n., manufacture of stearin.— Formed

from prec. word with suflT. -ery.

steat-, form of steato- before a vowel.
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steatite, n., a massive variety of talc (mineral.) —
L. steatltis, steatites, fr. Gk. *a-:za.-^lx\.q, (or

-fTT];) Xi'S-o?, fr. ax^ap, gen. cst^Stoi;, 'fat,

tallow'. See steato- and subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: steatit-ic, adj.

steato-, before a vowel steat-, combining form

meaning 'fat, tallow'. — Gk. cttsSto-, ctteSt-,

fr. (jT^ap, gen. aTsaTo;, 'fat, tallow', which is

rel. to CTTiS, 'pebble', utiXt], 'drop'. See stone

and cp. words there referred to.

steatopygia, n., an abnormal accumulation of fat

on the buttocks of certain races. — ModL.,

compounded of steato- and Gk. v:uyr„ 'but-

tocks'. See pygal and 1st -ia.

Derivatives: steatopyg-ic, steatopyg-ous, adjs.

steatosis, n., fatty degeneration.— ModL., fr. Gk.

a-Eocp, gen. ctt^Sto?, 'fat'. See steato- and -osis.

steed, n., a horse, esp. a riding horse. — ME.
stede, fr. OE. steda, 'horse, stallion", rel. to ON.
stod, OE. stod, 'stud'. See stud, 'collection of

horses'.

Derivatives: steed-less, adj., steed-like, adj.

steel, n. — ME. stel, fr. OE. stele, stel, style, rel.

to OS. stehli, ON., MLG. stdl, Dan. staal, Swed.

stdl, MDu. stael, Du. staal, OHG. stahal, MHG.
stahel, stdl, G. Stahl, 'steel', and cogn. with

OPruss. stakla, 'steel'. These words prob. meant

orig. 'something firm or hard', and are cogn.

with OI. stdkati, 'resists', Avestic staxta-, 'firm,

solid', slaxra-, 'severe' (said of the cold in win-

ter). All these words are prob. traceable ult. to

I.-E. base *std-, 'to stand'. See state.

Derivatives: steel, adj. and tr. v., steel-y, adj.,

steel-i-ness, n.

steelyard, n., a kind of balance.— From the Steel-

yard, factory of the Hanse towns in London, er-

roneous translation of MLG. stdlhof, 'sample

yeard', fr. stdl, 'sample', which was confused

with MLG. stal, 'steel' (see steel). For the sec-

ond element see yard.

steen, n. — A var. spelling of stean.

steenlrak, n., a small African antelope. — Du., fr.

steen, 'stone', and bok, 'buck'. See stone and

buck and cp. steinbok.

steenkirk, n., a kind of lace cravat. — Named
from the battle of Steenkirk, in Belgium (1692).

steep, adj., precipitous. — ME. stepe, 'steep', fr.

OE. steap, 'lofty, tall'; in gradational relation-

ship to stoop and stoup (qq.v.) Cp, steep, 'to

soak', steeple.

Derivatives: steep, n., steep-en, tr. and intr. v.,

steep-ly, adv., steep-ness, n., steep-y, adj. (poet.)

steep, tr. v., to soak. — ME. stepen, prob. fr. ON.

steypa, 'to pour out, prop, 'to make to stoop',

causative of stUpa, 'to stoop'. Cp. Swed. stopa,

Dan. stebe, 'to steep (corn)', and see E. stoop.

Derivatives: steep, n., act or state of steeping,

steep-er, n.

steeple, n., church tower, usually surmounted

with a spire.— ME. stepel, fr. OE. stepel, stypel,

'a lofty tower', fr. steap, 'steep'. See steep, adj.

Derivative: steepl-ed, adj.

sieiiiierous

steeplechase, n., horse race over a course with ob-

stacles. — Compounded of steeple and chase.

The orig. meaning was 'a race with a steeple as

goal'.

Derivatives: steeplechase, intr. v., steeplechas-

er, n., steeplechas-ing, n.

steeple jack, n., one who climbs steeples, chim-

neys, etc., for making repairs. — Prop. 'Jack

(used in the sense of 'fellow, man'), working on

steeples'.

Derivatives : steeple jack, intr. v.

steer, tr. and intr. v., to direct. — ME. steeren,

steren, fr. OE. stleran, 'to steer, guide', rel. to

ON. styra, Dan. styre, Swed. styra, OFris.

stiora, Du. sturen, OHG., MHG. stiuren, G.

steuern, 'to steer', Goth, stiurjan, 'to establish,

assert', OE. steor- (in compounds), ON. styri,

OFris. stiHre, Du. stuur, OHG. stiura, MHG.
stiure, G. Steuer, 'rudder, helm', prob. rel. also

to ON. staurr, 'pale, stake, pole', and cogn.

with Gk. aTaupo?, of s.m., OI. sthdvardh, 'thick,

solid', sthdvirah, 'broad, thick', sturdh, 'strong'.

Arm. stvar, 'thick', L. -staurdre in In-staurare,

'to renew, repair, restore', re-staurdre, 'to re-

pair, restore'. All these words prob. derive fr.

I.-E. *st(h)eu-ro-, *st(h)du-ro-, *st(h) uro-,

*st(h)iiro-, 'strong, stiff', enlargements of base

*st(h)du-, *st(h)ii-, 'stiff, upright; post, pillar',

whence Gk. aTustv, 'to make stiff, erect, place,

set', axiiXog, 'wooden pole, style for writing;

see Walde-Hofmann, LEW., 1, 705-706 s.v.

Instaurdre and Kluge-Mitzka EWDS., pp. 747-

748. Cp. the first element in starboard. Cp. also

stauro-, instauration, restaurant, restauration,

store, story of a house. Cp. also stoa, stoic, style,

'gnomon', stud, 'nail, peg', stuff. Base *st(h)du-,

*st(h)il-, stands in gradational relationship to

base *st(h)d-, 'to stand'. See state.

Derivatives: steer-able, adj., steer-age, n., steer-

er, n., steer-ing, n.

steer, n., a young ox. — ME., fr. OE. steor, rel.

to OS. stior, ON. stjdrr, pjdrr, Swed, //«r,Dan.

tyr, MDu., Du., MHG., G. stier, Goth, stiur,

'bull", and cogn. with Gk. TaGpo;, L. taiirus,

'bull, bullock, steer', OSIav. turU, 'bull, steer',

Lith. tauras, 'aurochs', OPruss. tauris, 'bison'.

All these words are prob. borrowed—directly

or indirectly—from the Sem. languages. Cp.

Aram, tor, Heb. shor, 'bull, bullock, ox', and

see Taurus. Many an attempt has been made to

trace Gk. TotOpoQ, etc., to an I.-E. source (cp.

e.g. the 'etymology', that connects these words

with OI. sthdrdh, 'thick', and explains Gk.
Taupo?, Goth, stiur, etc., as 'the thick animal').

Steele, n., the angle made by a bowsprit from the

horizontal. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: steeve, tr. and intr. v., to form or

be formed at an angle with the horizon, steer-

ing, n.

steeye, tr. v., to stow. — ME. sleven, fr. MF. (=
F.) estiver, fr. L. stipdre, 'to compress' (whence

also It. stiyare, Sp. estibar. Port, estivar, 'to

compress, stow'), fr. I.-E. base *stei-, *sti-, 'to

stiffen, be compressed'. See stone and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also the first element in

stevedore.

Derivative: steeve, n., spar used in stowing

cargo.

steg-, form of stego- before a vowel.

stegano-, combining form meaning 'covered', as

in steganography. — Gk. axsyavo-, fr. CTTEya-

vo?, 'covered', fr. a-r^Ysiv, 'to cover'. See stego-.

steganography, n., the same as cryptography. —
Formed fr. stegano- and Gk. -ypatpia, fr. ypa-

9Etv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

stego-, before a vowel steg-, combining form de-

noting covering, roof, or house. — Gk. creyo-,

axey-, fr. a-reyr) or aTeyo?, 'roof, room, house',

fr. OTsysiv, 'to cover', which is cogn. with OI.

sthdgati, sthagayati, 'hides, covers', L. tegere,

'to cover'. See tegument and cp. stegano-.

Stegomyia, n., a former genus of mosquitoes

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of stego- and

Gk. fjiuia, 'fly', which is cogn. with L. musca,

'fly'. See muscle and cp. myo-.

Stegosaurus, n., a genus of dinosaurs (paleontol.)

— ModL., compounded of stego- and Gk.

CTaOpoi;, 'lizard'. See sauro-.

Steinberger, n., a fine kind of White Rhenish

wine. — G., short for Steinberger Wein, i.e.

'wine produced at Steinberg', near Wiesbaden,

Germany.

steinbok, n., a steenbok. — G. Steinbock, fr.

Stein, 'stone', and Bock, 'buck'. See stone and

buck and cp. steenbok.

Steironema, n., a genus of plants of the primrose

family (hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

(iTsTpot;, 'sterile', and vyjjxa, 'thread' ; so called

with reference to the staminodia. The first ele-

ment is cogn. with OI. starth, 'barren cow', L.

sterilis, 'unfruitful' ; see sterile. The second ele-

ment derives fr. visiv, 'to spin'; see nemato-.

stelar, adj., pertaining to a stele. — See stele and

adj. suff. -ar.

stele, n., an inscribed stone slab. — Gk. aTT)XY),

'a block of stone, gravestone', rel. to aTeXXetv,

'to set in order, arrange, equip', axciXv;, 'adjust-

ment, equipment, clothing', fr. l.-E. base

*st(h)el-, an enlargement of base *st(h)d-, 'to

stand'. See stall and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also epistle.

Stella, fern. PN. — L. stella, 'star". See next

word and cp. Estella.

stellar, adj., pertaining to stars. — L. stelldris, fr.

Stella (for *ster-la), 'star', which is cogn. with

Gk. (XCTTTjp, aciTpov, 'star', Goth, stairnd, OE.

steorra, 'star'. See star and cp. prec. word and

Estella, estoile.

stellate, adj., star-shaped. — L. stelldtus, pp. of

stelldre, 'to set with stars', fr. slella, 'star'. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ate and cp. constel-

late.

Derivative: stellate-ly, adv.

stelliferous, adj., abounding with stars. — Com-



stelliform

pounded of L. stella, 'star' (see stellar), and

-ferous.

stelliform, adj., star-shaped. — Compounded of

L. Stella, 'star', and forma, 'form, shape'. See

stellar and form, n.

stellular, adj., star-shaped. — Formed with sufF.

-ar fr. L. stellula, dimin. of Stella, 'star'. See

stellar and -ule.

stellulate, adj., star-shaped. — See prec. word
and adj. sufT. -ate.

stem, n. — ME., fr. OE. stsefn, stefn, stemn,

'stem of a tree, stem of a ship', rel. to OS.

stamn, ON. stafn, 'stem of a ship', Dan stamme,

Swed. stam, 'trunk of a tree', OHG., MHG.
stam, G. Stamm, of s.m., and cogn. with OI.

sthdman, 'place for standing, station', Gk.
CT-r-;f](i.uv, 'warp', L. stamen, 'warp, thread,

fiber'. See stamen and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: stem, tr. v., to remove the stems;

to provide with stems ; intr. v., to derive, stemm-

ed, adj., stemm-er, n., stem-less, adj.

stem, tr. v., to check, hold back. — ME. stem-,

men, fr. ON. stemma, which is rel. to Dan.,

Norw. stemme, Swed. stamma, OS. stemmian,

MDu., MHG. stemen, G. stemmen, 'stop, resist

oppose', fr. I.-E. base *stem-, 'to strike against

something', whence also Lith. stumiii, Lett.

stumju, 'I thrust, push', and stammer, stumb,

stumble.

Derivative: stem, n., a check, holding back.

stemlet, n., a small stem. — Formed fr. stem, n.,

with the dimin. suff -let.

stemma, n., pedigree. — L., 'garland; pedigree',

fr. Gk. (jTEjifia, 'garland, wreath', from the

stem of CTe9£iv, 'to surround, encircle, wreathe,

crown', fr. I.-E. base *steg^h-, 'to encircle,

crown', whence also Pers. tdj, 'crown'. Cp. ste-

phano- and the second element in Agrostemma.

Cp. also taj. For the ending see suff. -ma.

Stemona, n., a genus of plants (hot.) — ModL.,
fr. Gk. CTTvjfioiv, 'warp'. See stamen.

stemple, stempel, n., cross timber. — G. Stempel,

'stamp, die, prop', fr. LG. stempel, lit. 'an in-

strument for stamping', formed from the stem

of MLG. stampen, 'to stamp' (see stamp), with

-el, a suff. used to form names of tools.

stemson, n., a supporting timber bolted to the

stem and keelson of a ship near the bow. —
Coined fr. stem, n., and the second syllable in

(keel)son. Cp. stemson.

sten-, form of steno- before a vowel.

stench, n. — ME., fr. OE. stenc, 'smell, odor', rel.

to OE. stincan, 'to smell'. See stink.

stencil, tr. v., to paint by means of a perforated

plate. — ME. stansilen, slensilen, fr. OF. esten-

celer, 'to spangle', fr. estencelle, -spark' (F. etin-

celle), fr. VL. *stincilla, formed with metathesis

fr. L. scintilla, of s.m. See scintilla and cp. tinsel.

Derivatives : stencil, n., stencil-er, stencill-er, n.

steno-, before a vowel sten-, combining form
meaning 'narrow'. — Gk. otevo-, otev-, fr.

(jTev6?, 'narrow', rel. to aTsivetv, 'to make
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narrow', axsTvo?, 'a narrow space'; of uncer-

tain origin.

stenograph, n., script in shorthand. .^ Com-
pounded of steno- and Gk. -ypa90i;, fr. yp<k-

9etv, 'to write'. See -graph.

Derivatives: stenograph-er, n., stenograph-ic,

adj., stenograph-ic-al-ly, adv.,

stenography, n., shorthand.— Lit. 'narrow writ-

ing', compounded of steno- and Gk. -Ypa9Ea,

fr. Ypa9Etv, 'to write'. See -graphy.

stenopaic, stenopeic, stenopaeic, adj., having a

narrow opening, esp. applied to spectacles. —
Coined by the Dutch ophthalmologist Frans

Cornells Donders (1818-89) in 1854 fr. Gk.
oTEvi?, 'narrow' (see steno-), and oTtato?, 'pro-

vided with a hole', fr. ottit], 'opening, hole', fr.

I.-E. base *ol<y-, 'eye, to see'. See optic.

stenosis, n., the narrowing of the opening of a

passage in the body (meet.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. OTtwaaiQ, 'a narrowing, straitening', fr.

aT£v6?. See steno- and -osis.

stenotype, n., letter or group of letters used in

shorthand to denote words or sentences. —
Compounded of steno- and type.

Stentor, n., 1) the Greek herald in the Trojan war

(Greek mythol.) ; hence, 2) a person with a pow-

erful voice. — L. Stentor, fr. Gk. SxevTcop. The

name lit. means 'groaner; roarer', and derives

fr. CTxeveiv, 'to groan, roar', from the I.-E. imi-

tative base ''(s)ten-, 'to groan, roar, thunder',

whence also 01. stdnati, stdniti, tdnyati, 'it

thunders', L. tondre, 'to thunder', MLG., MDu.,
Du., MHG. stenen, G. stohnen, OE. stenan, 'to

groan', OE. stunian, 'to resound', ON. stynia,

'to groan', OHG. donar, OE. punor, 'thunder'.

See thunder and cp. words there referred to.

stentorian, adj., very loud. — Formed with suff.

-ian fr. L. Stentoreus, fr. Gk. SrevTopEioc;,

'having a voice like Stentor', fr. Sx^vTwp, gen.

SxEVTOpo;. See prec. word.

step, n. — ME. steppe, step, fr. OE. stxpe, stepe,

which is rel. to OFris., MDu, Du. stap, OHG.
stapfo, staffo, MHG., G. stapfe, 'footstep', and

to OS. stopo, OE. stopel, 'footmark', Du. stoep,

'(flight of) steps', OHG. stuofa, stuoffa, MHG.
stuofe, 'footstep', G. Stufe, 'step, degree', fr.

I.-E. base *steb(h)-, 'to tread, step'. From
*stemb(h)-, a nasalized form of the same base,

derive OI. stambhate, 'becomes stiff', Gk. ari^L-

Pelv, 'to crush with the feet, handle roughly,

misuse', a-c7T£[X9T)(;, 'unshakable, steadfast',

OE. stempan, 'to pound (in a mortar)', OHG.
stampfon, 'to stamp with the foot, beat, pound'.

Cp. estafette, etape, staff, stamp, stampede,

staple, 'bar, wire', staple, 'commodity', stemple,

stoep, stump. Cp. also Staphylea, staphylo-.

step, intr. and tr. v. — ME. steppen, fr. OE. stxp-

pan, steppan, 'to step, go, proceed', rel. to

OFris. stapa, steppa, MDu, stappen, steppen,

Du. stappen, OHG. stapfon, MHG., G. stapfen,

'to step', and to OE. stsepe, stepe, 'step'. See

step, n.

1511 stereograph

Derivatives: stepp-ed, adj., stepp-er, n., stepp-

ing, n., step-wise, adv.

step-, combining form denoting relation through

remarriage. — ME. step-, fr. OE. steop-, rel. to

OFris. stidp-, ON. stJUp- (cp. ON. stjUpr,

'stepson'), Swed. styv-, MLG. stef-, Du. stief-,

OHG. stiof-, MHG., G. stief-, 'step-', ON.
stjupr, 'stepson', OE. astlepan, bestiepan, 'to de-

prive', OHG. arstiufen, bistiufen, 'to deprive of

parents or of children'. For sense development

cp. h.prlvignus, 'stepson', which is rel. to prlvus,

'deprived' (see deprive).

stephan-, form of stephano- before a vowel.

Stephana, fern. PN. — ModL., fem. of L. Ste-

phanus. See Stephen.

stephane, n., a kind of hairdress (Greek antiq.)—
ModL., fr. Gk. aTE9av7], 'that which encircles;

diadem', fr. ciitfzvi, 'to encircle, crown,

wreathe'. See stemma and cp. stephano- and

words there referred to.

stephanion, n., the point where the sutura coro-

nalis crosses the temporal ridge (cranial.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. (TT£9dcviov, dimin. of aiitfixvoc,,

'crown', 'that which encircles, crown, wreath',

which is rel. to (JTE9av7), 'that which encircles;

diadem', used also as a medical term to denote

the sutura coronalis. For this use of (jTE9avifj

see Aretaeus Medicus, ed. K. Hude, Corpus

Medicorum Graecorum, II, Xpovicov voatov

S^EparcEUTixov, I, 2. See prec. word.

stephanite, n., a black mineral. — G. Stephanit,

named after Archduke Stephan, mining director

of Austria (died in 1867). The ending -it goes

back to Gk. -I'^c, ; see subst. suff. -ite.

stephano-, before a vowel stephan-, combining

form denoting crown. — Gk. CTTE9avo-, fr.

OT^yavoi;, 'that which encircles; crown; wreath',

fr. aTEq)Eiv, 'to encircle; to crown; to wreathe'.

See stemma and cp. Stephana, stephane, ste-

phanion, Stephanos, Stephanotis, Stephen and the

second element in DaSystephana.

Stephanos, n., a kind of headdress (Gk. antiq.) —
Gk. CTT£9avo5, 'crown'. See stephano-.

Stephanotis, n., a genus of plants of the milkweed

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. CTT£9avwTt?

(fem.), 'fit for a crown', fr. <iTE9avouv, 'to

crown', fr. aT£9avo(:, 'crown'. See stephano-.

Stephen, masc. PN. — L. Stephanus, fr. Gk. 2te-

9avo;, lit. 'crown'. See stephano- and cp. Ste-

phana,

stepney, stepony, n., summer drink made of

raisins, lemon juice and sugar.— The word orig.

meant 'beverage of Stepney (an old district of

London)".

steppe, n., one of the vast plains of southeastern

Europe and ofAsia without forests.—Russ.j/cp'.

-ster, suff. denoting trade, occupation; often

used in a depreciatory sense. — ME. -estere,

-stere, -ster, fr. OE. -estre, -istre; in OE. restrict-

ed to feminine nouns (cp. baxter, spinster) al-

though, according to its origin, the suff. is of

common gender. Cp. the L. equivalent -aster in

poetaster, 'a would-be poet', etc., and see -aster,

steradian, n., the unit of measure for solid angles

(math) — A hybrid coined fr. Gk. (itepeo?,

'solid', and L. radius, 'staff, rod, spoke of a

wheel, ray'. See stereo- and radius,

stercoraceous, adj., pertaining to dung.— Form-

ed with suff. -aceous fr. L. stercus, gen. -coris,

'dung', which is prob. cogn. with Gk. arepytk-

vo?, (Hesych.), 'dung, excrement', -rApYavov,

'sour wine', "rpii^, gen. -rpuYo?, 'dregs', W.
trwnc, 'urine, dregs', W. troeth, 'urine, lye',

Lith. trisiii, tristi, 'to dung', tersiu, tefsti, 'to

soil, dirty', ON. prekkr, 'mud, dung, excrement',

OFris. threkk, MHG. dree, G. Dreck, of s.m.,

L. troia (for *trogya), 'sow', lit. 'the dirty one'.

stercoral, adj., stercoraceous. — See prec. word

and adj. suff. -al.

Sterculia, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,

fr. L. Sterculius, 'the deity that presides over

manuring', fr. stercus, 'dung, manure' (see ster-

coraceous) ; so called from the fetid odor of this

genus.

Sterculiaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the choc-

olate family (bot.) — ModL., formed from

prec. word with suff. -aceae.

stere, n., a cubic meter. — F. stere, fr. Gkaxs-

pEo?, 'solid'. See stereo-,

stere-, form of stereo- before a vowel.

stereo, n. — Abbreviation of stereotype,

stereo-, before a vowel stere-, combining form

meaning 'solid, firm'. — Gk. aTspEo-, fr.

(jTEpEo.;, 'firm, hard, solid, stiff', fr. I.-E. base

*ster-, 'stiff, rigid'. See stare and cp. sterile. Cp.

also the second element in cholesterol,

stereobate, n., a solid substructure without col-

umns. — Compounded of stereo- and Gk.

Paxr)?, 'that which steps or treads', which is rel.

to patji?, 'a stepping, that on which one steps'.

See base, n., and cp. stylobate.

Derivative: stereobat-ic, adj.

stereochemistry, n., that branch of chemistry

which treats of the arrangement of molecules

and atoms in space. — Compounded of stereo-

and chemistry,

stereochromy, n., the process of painting with

colors mixed with waterglass. — Compounded

of stereo- and Gk. xP"(Ji^, 'color'. See chrome

and subst. suff. -y (representing Gk. -la).

Derivatives: stereochrom-ic, adj., stereochrom-

ic-al-ly, adv.

stereognosis, n., the ability to recognize an object

by touch. — ModL., compounded of stereo-

and gnosis,

stereognostic, adj., pertaining to stereognosis. —
See prec. word and gnostic,

stereogram, n., a picture giving the impression of

solidity. — Compounded of stereo- and Gk.

Ypatx^a, 'something written'. See -gram,

stereograph, n., a photograph representing ob-

jects with an impression of solidity. — Com-
pounded of stereo- and Gk. -Ypa<po<:, fr. ypi-

<peiv, 'to write'. See -gra^.



Derivatives", stereograph, Ir. and intr. v., stereo-

graph-er, n., stereograpk-ic, stereograph-ic-al,

adjs., stereograph-ic-al-ly, adv., stereograph-y, n.

stereome, n., the supporting tissues ofplants {bot^

— Gk. aT£peoj[JLa, 'a solid body', fr. crTepsoi;,

'firm, solid'. See stereo- and -oma.

stereometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

volume of a body. — Compounded of stereo-

and Gk. [xsxpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

stereometry, n., the art of measuring the volume;

that branch of geometry which deals with sol-

ids. — ModL. stereometria, fr. Gk. c-repEOfjiE-

Tpia, 'measurement of solids', which is com-

pounded of (JTEpso?, 'solid', and -[xexpia, 'a

measuring of. See stereo- and -metry.

Y)&[i\aliyes.stereometr-ic,stereometr-ic-al,2id.]%.,

stereometr-ic-al-ly, adv.

stereopticon, n., a double magic lantern pro-

ducing dissolving views. — Compounded of

stere- and Gk. otttixov, neut. of 67tTiz6?, 'per-

taining to sight'. See optic.

stereoscope, n., an instrument blending into one

image two pictures of an object, so as to give the

impression of solidity. — Coined by the English

physicist Sir Charles Whetstone (1802-75) fr.

stereo- and Gk. -axoTitov, fr. ctxotteiv, 'to look

at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivatives : irereoiC(5p-!c, stereoscop-ic-al, adjs.,

stereoscop-ic-ally, adv., stereoscop-y, n.

stereotype, n. (print.) — Compoimded of stereo-

and -type.

Derivatives: stereotype, tr. v., stereotyp-er, n.,

stereotyp-ist, n., stereotyp-y, n.

stereotypography, n., the art of printing from

stereotypes. — Compounded of stereotype and

-graphy.

steric, adj., spatial. — Formed with adj. sufiF. -ic

fr. Gk. oTspEot;, 'solid'. See stereo-.

sterigma, n., stalk, filament (bot.) — ModL.
sterigma, fr. Gk. o-^i^piyp.a., 'a support', from

the stem of aTY)pi!^£tv, 'to prop, support', prop,

'to make firm', which is rel. to aTspsoi;, 'firm,

solid ; stiff; hard'. See stereo- and -ma.

sterile, adj., 1) barren; 2) free from living germs.

— L. sterilis, 'barren, unfruitful', cogn. with Ol.

stari'h, 'a barren cow", Gk. nTEpso;. 'firm, solid;

stiff; hard', aTstpa, 'a barren woman, a barren

cow', azipitfoi;, 'firm, hard, sterile'. Arm. sterj,

'unfruitful, sterile'. Alb. stjefe, 'lamb, young
cow', OSlav. sterica, 'a barren cow', Goth.

stairo (fem.), 'barren', MLG. sterke (whence G.

Sterke), 'heifer', ON. stirtta, 'a barren cow" ; fr.

I.-E. base *ster-, 'barren, sterile', orig. identical

with base *ster-, 'stiff, rigid'. See stare and cp.

words there referred to. For the ending see sutf.

-Ue.

sterility, n. — ME. sterylite, fr. MF. (= F.) steri-

lite, fr. L. sterilitdtem, ace. of sterilitds, fr. steri-

lis. See prec. word and -ity.

sterilize, tr. v. — Formed with suff. -ize fr. L.

sterilis. See sterile.

Derivatives: steriliz-ation, n., sleriliz-er, n.

sterlet, n., a kind of small sturgeon. — F., fr.

Russ. sterlyad', which is of Teut. origin. Cp.

Russ. osetr, 'sturgeon', and see sturgeon.

sterling, n. — ME., 'a silver penny', prob. fr. OF.
esterlin, eslrelin, fr. WFrankish *ester(e)ling, a

hybrid coined fr. OF. estedre, ester, 'stater', and

the Teut. suff. -ling. OF. estedre derives fr. VL.
istater, fr. L. stater, fr. Gk. OTaTrjp ; see stater.

See Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p. 747 s.v. Sterling.

Sterling is not related to ME. sterre, 'star' (as

suggested by most lexicographers).

Derivative: sterling, adj.

stem, adj., austere, severe. — ME. stierne, stirne,

Sterne, fr. OE. stierne, styrne, rel. to MHG.
sterre, G. Starr, 'stiff', storrig, storrisch, 'obsti-

nate', Goth, andstaurran, 'to be stiff', ON. stara,

OE. starian, 'to look or gaze upon'. See stare

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: stern-ly, adv., stern-ness, n.

stem, n., the back part of a ship. — ME., prob.

fr. ON. stjorn, 'a steering", which is rel. to ON.
styra, 'to Steer'. See steer, v.

Derivative: stern-ed, adj.

sternal, adj., pertaining to the sternum. — Medi-

cal L. sternalis, fr. L. sternum. See sternum and

adj. suff. -al.

stemo-, combining form meaning 'sternal and'.

See sternum.

stemson, n., sternpost bolted to the keelson. —
Coined fr. the noun stern and the second syl-

lable in keelson. Cp. stemson.

sternum, n., breastbone (anat.) — ModL., fr. Gk.
axEpvov, 'breast, breastbone', prop, 'flat and

broad part of the chest', and rel. to o-opvivai,

'to spread out', dTpoijia, 'bedclothes, mattress',

lit. 'that which is spread out", fr. I.-E. base

*ster-, *stor-, *str-, 'to spread out, extend,

strew', whence also OL strndti, strnSti, starati,

'strews, scatters', L. sternere (pp. stratus), 'to

strew, stretch out, spread out'. See stratum and

cp. words there referred to.

sternutation, n., sneeze, sneezing. — L. sternHtd-

lio, gen. -onis, 'act of sneezing", fr. sternHtdt-

(um), pp. stem of sternutdre, freq. of sternuere,

'to sneeze', cogn. with Gk. rrTaips'-v, TrTdpsiv,

'to sneeze'. Arm. p'fngam, p^rncem, of s.m.,

Olr. sreod, 'act of sneezing', sren(n)im, '1 snore',

W. ystrewi, 'to sneeze', trew, 'act of sneezing'

;

fr. L-E. imitative base *psier(eu)-. Cp. stertor-

ous. Cp. also arnica, ptarmic, Ptarmica. For the

ending see suff. -ation.

Derivatives: sternutat-ive, adj., sternutat-or, n.,

sternutat-ory, adj.

stemward, adj. and adv. — Compounded of

stern, n., and suff. -ward.

stemwards, adv. — Compounded of stem, n.,

and suff. -wards.

steroid, n., any of a group of compounds includ-

ing the sterols, bile acids and sex hormones.—
Coined fr. steT(ol) and Gk. -oeiSt;;, 'like', fr.

eTSo?, 'form, shape'. See -old.
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sterol, n., any of a group of solid alcohols (bio-

chem.)— Back formation fr. cholesterol.

stertor, n., heavy snoring (med.) — Medical L.,

fr. L. stertere, 'to snore'. See stertorous and -or.

stertorious, adj., stertorous. — See next word.

Derivatives : stertorious-ly, aiv.,stertorious-ness,

n.

stertorous, adj., characterized by snoring. —
Formed with the suffixes -or and -ous fr. L. ster-

tere, 'to snore', which is prob. rel. to L. sternu-

ere, 'to sneeze'. See stemutation.

Derivatives: stertorous-ly, adv., stertorous-ness,

n.

stet, intr. v., direction to printer to disregard cor-

rection made in the texts, whence stet, tr. v., to

cancel a correction. — Fr. L. stet, 'let it stand',

3rd sing. pres. subj. of stare, 'to stand'. See state.

stetho-, combining form meaning 'breast, chest',

as in stethoscope. — Gk. ctttj^o-, fr. aTvj&oi;,

'breast', prob. cogn. with OL stdnah, 'teat, nip-

ple', Avestic fshtana-. Arm. stin, of s.m.

stethometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

expansion of the chest during breathing. —
Compounded of stetho- and Gk. (XETpov, 'meas-

ure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives : stethometr-ic, adj., stethometr-y, n.

stethoscope, n., an instrument for examining the

sounds produced in the body. — F. stethoscope,

lit. 'instrument for examining the breast', coined

by the French physician Rene-Th6ophile-Hya-

cinthe Laennec (1781-1826) in 1819 fr. Gk.

cTT-^-S-o?, 'breast', and -ax^Kiov, fr. crxoTreiv,

'to look at, examine'. See stetho- and -scope.

Derivatives: stethoscope, tr. v., stethoscop-ic,

stethoscop-ic-al, adjs., stethoscop-ic-al-ly, adv.,

stethoscop-y, n., stethoscop-ist, n.

stevedore, n., one employed at loading and un-

loading ships. — Sp. estibador, fr. estibar, 'to

pack', fr. L. stipdre, 'to crowd together, com-

press'. See stipate and cp. steeve, 'to stow'. Sp.

suff. -dor represents L. -tor; see -tor.

Stevia, n., a genus of shrubs {hot.) — ModL.,

named after the Spanish botanist Pedro Jaime

Esteve (died in 1566). For the ending see 1st

suff. -ia.

stew, tr. and intr. v., to cook slowly. — ME.
stuen, stuwen, 'to bathe', fr. OF. estuver, 'to

bathe in warm water' (whence F. etuver, 'to

heat, stove, stew'), fr. VL. 'extUfdre (whence

also It. stufare), fr. 1st ex- and *titfdre, 'to heat',

which is cogn. with Gk. Tuqjoi;, 'mist, vapor',

L.fUmus, "smoke'. See typhus and cp. stove. Cp.

also next word.

Derivatives: slety, a., dish cooked by stewing,

stew-able, adj., stew-ed, adj., stew-y, adj.

stew, n., a brothel. — ME. stuwe, slue, fr. OF.

estuve (F. etuve), 'sweating room in baths;

drying room', back formation fr. estuver, 'to

bathe in warm water' ; see prec. word. For sense

development it should be considered that pub-

lic baths used to be the meeting places of

women of ill-fame.

-stichous

stew, n., a fishpond. — ME. stewe, fr. OF. estui,

'prison; case, depository' (whence F. etui, 'case,

box'), back formation fr. OF. estuier, 'to shut

in, hold, keep', which, together with OProven?.

estojar, estujar, of s.m., prob. derives fr. VL.

*studidre, 'to direct one's attention to something,

to study', fr. L. studium. See study, n.

steward, n. — ME., fr. OE. stigweard, stiweard,

lit. 'sty ward', compounded of OE. stig, 'sty,

hall, house', and weard, 'warden, guard'. See

sty and ward, 'one who guards'.

Derivatives: steward, tr. and intr. v., steward-

ess, n., steward-ly, adj. and adv.

Stewartia, n., a genus of plants of the tea family

{bat.)— ModL., named after John Stuart—also

written Stewart—(1713-92), Marquis of Bute.

For the ending see 1st suif. -ia.

sthenia, n., vigor {med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

ctS-evo?, 'strength'. See next word and 1st -ia

and cp. asthenia, neurasthenia, disthene.

sthenic, adj., morbidly active, vigorous.— Form-

ed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk.-a&svo?, 'strength'

(whence ct^evsiv, 'to be strong', a^evapo?,

'strong, might'), which is of uncertain origin.

Cp. prec. word. Cp. also asthenia, calisthenics,

myasthenia, neurasthenia.

stibial, adj., pertaining to antimony. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. stibium. See stibium.

stibialism, n., poisoning by antimony. — See

prec. word and -ism.

stibine, stibin, n., a colorless, poisonous gas,

Sbl-lj (chem.) — Formed from next word with

chem. suff. -ine, -in; so called because it con-

tains antimony.

stibium, n., antimony. — L. stibium, 'powdered

antimony', fr. Gk. CTxipt, (iTi(i.[ii, 'a sulfuret of

antimony', fr. Egypt, stm. Demotic stim. Cp.

antimony.

stibnite, n., native trisulflde of antimony, Sb2S3

{mineral.)— See prec. word and subst. suff. -ite.

stichic, adj., made up of lines. — Gk. ai\.y^\.v.6q„

'of lines, of verses', fr. cttixo?, 'row, line, rank;

verse', which is rel. to otoTxo?, 'row, line, rank',

aTELXEiv, 'to go; to march in order'. See acrostic

and words there referred to and cp. esp. stoichi-

ometry.

Derivative: stichic-al-ly, adv.

sticho-, combining form meaning 'row, line'. —
Gk. ciTi/o-, fr. aTt/oc, 'row, line, rank; verse'.

See prec. word.

stichometry, n. — Late Gk. (iTLxo(xETpia, lit.

'measurement of lines', fr. Gk. axi/o?, 'row,

line, rank; verse", and -liETpla, 'a measuring

of. See sticho- and -metry.

stichomythy, stichomythia, n., verse dialogue, as

in ancient Greek plays. — Gk. CTTi/ofiWia,

'conversation in alternate lines', fr. axtyo;,

'row, line, rank; verse', and jxiidoi;, 'word'. See

sticho-, myth and -y, resp. -ia.

-stichous, combining form meaning 'having (a

specified number of) rows'. — Fr. Gk. a-rtxo?,

'row, line, rank; verse'. See sticho- and -ous.
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stick, tr. and intr. v. — ME. stikien (weak v.), 'to

prick; to be infixed', and steken (strong v.), 'to

prick, fix', fr. OE. stician, 'to stab, prick, pierce',

rel. to OS. stekan, OFris. steka, Du. steken,

OHG. stehhan, MHG., G. stechen, 'to stab,

prick', OHG. stechhon, MHG. stecchen, slee-

ken, G. sleeken, 'to stick (intr.), OHG. stecchen,

MHG., G. stecken, 'to stick' (tr.). Du. stikken,

G. sticken, 'to embroider', ON. steikja, 'to

roast', lit. 'to fix to the spit' ; fr. I.-E. base *steig-,

'to prick, stick, pierce', whence also L. instigdre,

'to goad', instinguere, 'to incite; impel', distin-

guere, 'to distinguish', Gk. ctti^sw (for *CTi-

yieiv), 'to prick, puncture', ctlxto? (prop,

verbal adj. of cttII^eiv), 'embroidered; spotted',

(7TiYH-°'> 'mark made by a pointed instrument',

Lith. stingii, stigti, 'to remain (lit. be stuck) in a

place', Russ. stegdti, stegnuti, 'to quilt', steika,

'seam, suture', Bret, stiogan, 'cuttlefish'. Cp.

—

without initial s—OI. t^jate, 'is sharp, sharpens',

tejdyati, 'sharpens, pricks, stings', tigmdh,

'pointed', Avestic tiyra-, 'pointed", tiyri-, 'ar-

row'. Base *steig- is an enlarged form of base

*stei-, 'pointed', whence L. stilus, 'pointed in-

strument', stimulus, 'a goad, sting, incentive'.

Cp. stick, n., and the first element in stickle-

back. Cp. also astigmatism, distinct, distinguish,

etiquette, extinguish, instigate, instinct, steak,

stigma, stimulus, stipple, stitch, style, 'pointed

instrument', thistle, ticket, tiger, Tigridia.

Derivatives: stick-er, n., stick-y, adj., stick-i-ly,

adv., stick-i-ness, n., stick-ing, adj., and n.

stick, n. — ME. sticke, fr. OE. sticca, rel. to ON.
stik, stikka, OHG. stehho, stecko, MHG. steche,

G. Stecken, 'stick, staff', and to OE. stician, 'to

stab, prick, pierce'; in many meanings directly

fr. stick, V. (q.v.) Cp. the second element in

tandstickor.

Derivative: stick-ful, adj. (print.)

stickle, intr. v., to contend. — ME. stightlen, 'to

arrange', freq. of stighten, fr. OE. stihtan, 'to

dispose, arrange, govern', rel. to MDu. (= Du.)

stichten, OHG., MHG., G. stiften, 'to found,

establish'. The orig, meaning of the verb stickle

was 'to ensure fair play between combatants'.

Derivative: stickl-er, n.

stickleback, n., a small fish of the family Gastero-

steidae.— ME. stykylbak, fr. stykyl-, 'sting', and

bak, 'back'. The first element derives fr. OE.
slicel, 'goad, sting', fr. stician, 'to stab, prick,

pierce'. See stick, v., and dimin. suff. -le and cp.

the second element in banstickle. The fish is

called stickleback in allusion to the prickles on
its back. Cp. thornback.

stiff, adj. — ME. stif, fr.^E. sttf, rel. to ON.
stifr, Du. stijf, OHG., MHG. stif, G:steif, 'stiff',

and cogn. with L. stipes, 'log, stock, trunk of a

tree', stipdre, 'to compress', Lith. stiprits,

'strong', stimpii, stlpti, 'to grow stiff', Gk. oti-

tpo?, 'a close, compact body', oTiippAi;, 'close,

compact, solid', axtpif), 'frozen dew, rime',

orCpo?, 'a trodden way', oripapd?, 'close, pres-

sed, compact', OTsi^siv, 'to tread' (prop, 'to

compress by treading'), fr. I.-E. base *steib-,

*steibh-, *stib-, *steip-, 'compact, stiff', which is

possibly a labial enlargement of base *stei-,

*sti-, 'to thicken, compress, stiffen; stone'. See

stone and cp. stifle. Cp. also constipation, cos-

tive, steeve, 'to stow', stevedore, stipate, stipe,

stipes, stipulate, stipule.

Derivatives: stiff, n., stiffen, v. (q.v.), stiff-isk,

adj., stiff-ly, adv., stiff-ness, n., stiff-y, adj.

stiffen, tr. and intr. v. — ME. stiffnen, formed fr.

stifmth suff. -nen. Cp. Norw. stiva, Du. stijven,

G. steifen, 'to stiffen', and see stiff and verbal

suff. -en.

stifle, tr. and intr. v.—Alter. ofM.E.stuJien, stufften,

fr. MF. estouffer (F. etouffer), 'to suffocate,

smother, stifle', which is of uncertain origin. It is

perh. a blend ofVL. *stuppdre, 'to stop with tow'

(whence F. itouper, of s.m. ; see stop, v.) and
VL. *extiifdre (whence F. etuver, 'to heat,

stove, stew'; see stew, 'to cook slowly').

Derivatives: stift-ed, adj., stifl-ing, adj., stifl-ing-

ly, adv.

stifle, n., the joint above the hock of a horse or

dog. — Of uncertain origin.

stigma, n., mark; reproach.— L., fr. Gk. oxtYf^a,

'puncture, brand', from the stem of axt^Etv (for

*ot£yieiv ), 'to prick, point, mark'. See stick, v.,

and cp. astigmatism. Cp. also the second

element in Pachystima. For the ending see suff.

-ma.

stigmatic, adj., marked with a stigma or with

stigmata. — ML. stigmaticus, fr. L. stigma, gen.

-atis. See prec. word and 1st -atic.

Derivatives: stigmatic, n., stigmatic-al, adj.,

stigmatic-al-ly, adv., stigmatic-al-ness, n.

stigmatiferous, adj., bearing stigmas. — Com-
pounded of L. stigma, gen. -atis (see stigma),

and -ferous.

stigmatism, n., property of a lens or of the cornea

of the eye of focussing rays of light upon s

single point. — Formed (vith suff. -ism fr. Gk.

OTiYtiot, gen. -axoi;. See stigma.

stigmatist, n., one marked with a stigma or with

stigmata. — Formed with suff. -ist fr. Gk.

CTTiYfjia, gen. -o-toq. See stigma.

stigmatize, tr. v., to mark with a stigma or with

stigmata. — ML. stigmatizdre, fr. Gk. cttiy-

[xaTiCeiv, fr. <it(y[X!x, gen. -axo?. See stigma

and -ize.

Derivative: stigmatiz-ation, n.

stigmatose, adj., stigmatic. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ose fr. Gk. aT\.-Yu.oi, gen. -octoi;. See stig-

ma.

stilbene, n., a crystalline hydrocarbon Cj^Hj,

(chem.) — F. stilbene, coined by the French

chemist Auguste Laurent (1807-53) in 1843 fr.

Gk. oTiXpEiv, 'to glitter', and suff. -ene, '-ene'.

See stilbite and -ene.

stilbestrol, n., a synthetic sex hormone. C,,Hj„0,

(jbiochem.)— Coined fr. stilbene, estrvs and suff.

-ol.
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stilbite, n., a mineral of the zeolite family,

Na^CaAlj SijOjj.eHaO.—A word coined by the

French mineralogist Abb6 Rene-Just Haiiy

(1743-1822) in 1796 fr. Gk. uxapEiv, 'to glitter';

so called by him because of its luster. Gk.

oTiXpstv is rel. to crTtXirvd?, 'glittering', and

prob. cogn. with Olr. sell, 'eye', sellaim, 'I re-

gard, consider'. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite. Cp. Astilbe.

stile, n., steps. — ME., fr. OE. stigel, 'device for

climbing ladder', rel. to OHG. stigila, of s.m.,

fr. Teut. base *stig-, 'to chmb'. See sty, 'to

ascend', and cp. words there referred to.

stile, n., an upright piece in the frame of a door.

— Du. stijl, 'doorpost', fr. MDu., prob. fr. L.

stilus, 'pike, pale'. See 2nd style,

stiletto, n., a small dagger. — It., dimin. of stilo,

fr. L. stilus, 'a pointed instrument'. See style, 'a

pointed instrument', and cp. stylet,

still, adj. — ME. stille, fr. OE. stille, 'at rest,

silent', rel. to OFris., MLG., MDu. stille, Du.

stil, OS., OHG. stilli, MHG. stille, G. still, fr.

I.-E. base *st(h)el-, 'to place'. Still prop, means

'that which stands' (cp. the term standing water).

See stall and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: slill, n., adv. (q.v.), still, v. (q.v.),

still-ness, n., still-y, adj. and adv.

still, tr. and intr. v., to calm. — ME. stillen, fr.

OE. stillan, fr. stille, 'at rest', rel. to OS. stillian,

ON., Swed., Norw. stilla, Dan. stille, Du.,

OHG., MHG., G. stillen. See still, adj.

stiU, tr. and intr. v., to distill {obsol.) — ME.

stillen, aphetic for distillen, fr. OF. (= F.) dis-

tiller, fr. L. destilldre, later distilldre, 'to drip,

trickle down, distill', fr. de-, resp. di-, 'apart',

and stillare, 'to drop, trickle', fr. stilla, 'drop',

which prob. stands for *stir(a)la, dimin. of

stiria, 'drop', from I.-E. base *stei-, *sti-, 'to

thicken, compress, stiffen; stone'. See stone and

cp. distill, instiU.

Derivative: still, n., an apparatus for distilling.

stilliform, adj., having the form of a drop. —
Compounded of L. stilla, 'a drop', and forma,

'form, shape'. See still, 'to distil', and form, n.

stifling, also stillion, n., a stand, framework. —
Du. stelling, fr. stellen, 'to place', fr. l.-E. base

*st(h)el-, 'to place'. See stafl and cp. stiU, adj.

StiUingia, n., a genus of plants of the family

Euphorbiaceae {bot.) — ModL., named after

the English naturalist Benjamin Stitlingfleet

(1720-71). For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

stilt, n. — ME. stilte, rel. to Dan. stylte, Swed.

stylta, Norw. stilta, MDu. stelte, Du. stelt,

OHG. stelza, MHG., G. stelze, fr. Teut. base

*stelt-, a -rf-enlargement of I.-E. base *st(Ji)el-,

'to cause to stand, to place; to stand'. See stall

and cp. stont.

Derivatives: stilt, tr. and intr. v., stilt-ed, adj.,

stilt-er, n., stilt-y, adj., stilt-i-ness, n.

Stflton, n., a kind of cheese. — Short for Stilton

cheese; so called fr. Stilton, in Huntingdonshire,

where it was first made.

stimulant, adj. — L. stimuldns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of stimuldre. See next word and -ant.

Derivative: stimulant, n.

stimulate, tr. v., to rouse to action. — L. stimu-

latus, pp. of stimuldre, 'to prick with a goad,

stimulate', fr. stimulus. See stimulus and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivatives: stimulat-ing, adj., stimulat-ing-ly,

adv., stimulat-ive, adj., stimulator (q.v.), stimu-

lose (q.v.)

stimulation, n. — L. stimulatio, gen. -onis, fr.

stimuldtus, pp. of stimuldre. See stimulate and

-ion.

stimulator, n.— L. stimuldtor, fr. stimuldtus, pp. of

stimuldre. See stimulate and agential suff. -or.

stimulose, adj., having a sting.— Late L. stimuld-

sus, 'full of incentives', fr. L. stimulus. See next

word and adj. suff. -ose.

stimulus, n., that which stimulates, incentive. —
L., 'goad, sting, spur, incentive', formed fr.

*sti-mos, fr. I.-E. base *stei-, *sti-, 'pointed',

whence also L. stilus, 'pointed instrument',

Avestic staera-, taera- 'summit', Afghan, terg,

'sharp, pointed' ; see style, 'pointed instrument'.

For the derivatives of *steig-, an enlarged form

of base *stei- see stick, v., and cp. words there

referred to.

stimy, n. — See stymie.

sting, tr. and intr. v. — ME. stingen, fr. OE. stin-

gan, rel. to ON. stinga and stanga, OHG.,

MHG. stungen, 'to prick', Goth. us-stagg\,

'prick out', OS. stanga, ON. stdng, Dan. stang,

Swed. stdng, Norw. stong, staang, MLG. stange,

MDu. stanghe, Du. stang, OHG. stanga, MHG.,

G. stange, 'pole, perch', OS., OHG. stengil,

MLG., MHG., G. Stengel, 'stalk, stem' (prop,

dimin. of OHG. stanga, resp. MHG., G. stange),

fr. I.-E. base *stengh-, 'to prick, sting', whence

also Gk. aTaxu? (for *stnghu-), 'ear of corn'.

Cp. stag. Cp. also Stachys, stochastic and the

second element in Agastache, Eustace.

Derivatives: J/i'ng, n., sting-er, n., sting-ing, adj.,

sting-ing-ly, adv., sting-ing-ness, n., sting-ness,

n., sting-y, adj.

stingaree, n., a sting ray. — Ahered fr. sting ray.

stinge, intr. v., to act stingily. — Back formation

fr. stingy.

stingo, n., stong beer (,slang). — Formed fr.

sting, v.

stingy, adj., miserly. — Prop, 'stinging' ; formed

fr. sting, v., with suff. -y. For the softening of

the hard g- cp. dingy.

Derivatives: sting-i-ly, adv., sting-i-ness, n.

stink, intr. and tr. v. — ME. stinken, fr. OE.

stincan, 'to emit (good or bad) odor', rel. to OS.

stincan, OHG. stinkan, MHG. stinken, of s.m.,

G., Du. stinken, 'to stink', and perh. cogn. with

Gk. xa.ff6(;, 'rancid'. Cp. stench.

Derivatives: stink, n., stink-ard, n., stink-er, n.,

stink-ing, adj., stink-ing-ly, adv.

stint, tr. v., to limit, restrain; intr. v., to be

sparing or frugal. — ME. stinten, 'to cease.
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stint', fr. OE. styntan, 'to blunt, stupefy', from
an OTeut. adj. represented by OE. stunt, 'dull',

ON. stuttr (assimilated from orig. *stuntr),

'short, scant', and MHG. stunz, 'blunt, short'

;

rel. to OS. stotan, ON. stauta, Du. stolen, OHG.
stosan, Goth, stautan, 'to push, thrust', OHG.
erstutzen, 'to chase away', G. stutzen, 'to cut

short, curtail; to stop short, hesitate', Du. stui-

ten, 'to stop, check, arrest, stem', fr. I.-E. base

*(s)teud-, 'to beat, strike, push, thrust', whence
OI. tundate, tuddti, 'he thrusts', tustdti, 'dust',

lit. 'that which is pounded', L. tudes, gen. -itis,

'hammer', tundere (perf. tutudi), 'to beat, strike'.

Arm. t'ndal, t'ndel, 'to be shaken, tremble'. Alb.

stiin, 'I push, thrust'. Cp. stoat, stoss, stunt,

stutter. Cp. also contund, contuse, obtund, obtuse,

pertuse, pierce, retund, retuse, toil, 'to work
hard', tund, tussal, tussicular, Tussilago, Tynda-

reus. Cp. also study.

Derivatives: stint, n., stint-ed, adj., stint-ed-ly,

adv. stint-ed-ness, n., stint-ing, adj., stint-ing-ly,

adv., stint-less, adj.

Stipa, n., a genus of plants, the feather grass

(bot.) — ModL., fr. L. stipa, stUpa, stuppa, 'the

coarse part of flax, tow, hards', fr. Gk. oTijTtTTT].

See stupe.

stipate, adj., compressed (bot^) — L. stlpdtus, pp.

of stipdre, 'to press together, compress', which

is rel. to stipes, 'log, stock, trunk of a tree', fr.

I.-E. base *steip-, 'compact, stiff'. See stiff and
adj. suff. -ate and cp. stipe, stipulate, stipule,

constipate, obstipation.

stipe, n., stalk Ibot.) — F., fr. L. stipes, 'log,

stock, trunk of a tree'. See prec. word.

stipcl, n., a small stipule (bot.) — F. stipelle, di-

min. of stipule, fr. L. stipula. See stipule.

Derivatives: stipell-ate, adj., having stipels.

stipend, n., salary. — ME. stipende, fr. L. stipen-

dium, 'tax, pay, gift', shortened fr. *stipi-pen-

dium (see haplology), fr. stips, gen. stipis, 'pay-

ment, donation', and the stem of pendere, 'to

pay". The first element is rel. to L. stipuldri, 'to

demand a formal promise, stipulate', and to

stipes, 'log, stock, trunk of a tree'; see stipulate,

V. For the second element see pension, pendant.

stipendiary, adj. — L. stipendiarius, 'pertaining

to payment, receiving pay', fr. stipendium. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative: stipendiary, n.

stipes, n., stipe. — L. See stipe.

stipiform, adj. — Compounded of L. stipes, 'log,

stock, trunk of a tree', and/orma, 'form, shape'.

See stipe and form, n.

stipitate, adj., having a stipe. — Formed with

adj. suff. -atefr. L. stipes, gen. -iiis, 'stalk, stem".

See stipe.

stipple, tr. v., to paint with dots. — Du. stip-

pelen, "to make points', fr. stippel, 'point, dot',

dimin. of stip, 'point', which prob. derives fr.

I.-E. base *stei-, *sti-, 'pointed'. See stimulus

and cp. style, 'pointed instrument'.

Derivatives: stipple, n., stippl-ing, n.

stipulaceous, adj., stipular. — Formed with suff.

-aceous fr. L. stipula. See stipule.

stipular, adj., pertaining to a stipule. — See

stipule and adj. suff. -ar and cp. prec. word.

stipulate, intr. v., to make an arrangement; tr. v.,

to require as a condition. — L. stipuldtus, pp. of

stipuldri, 'to demand a formal promise, bar-

gain, stipulate', rel. to stipula, 'stalk, stem,

straw' ; see stipule and verbal suff. -ate. Stipuldri

orig. meant 'to break a straw'. In ancient Rome
the breaking of a straw by the parties was a sym-

bolic act proving that they had come to an agree-

ment.

stipulate, adj., having a stipule (bot.) — Formed
with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. stipula. See stipule and
cp. exstipulate.

stipulation, n., agreement. — L. stipuldtid, gen.

-dnis, fr. stipuldtus, pp. of stipuldri. See stipulate,

v., and -ion.

stipulation, n., arrangement of stipules. —• Form-
ed with suff. -ation fr. L. stipula. See stipule.

stipulator, n., one who stipulates. —• L. stipulator,

formed fr. stipuldtus, pp. of stipuldri. See

stipulate, v., and agential suff. -or.

stipule, n., one of the two small, leaflike appen-

dages at the base of the petiole of a leaf. — L.

stipula, 'stalk, stem; stubble', rel. to stipes, 'log,

stock, trunk of a tree', stipdre, 'to press together,

compress'. See stipe and -ule and cp. the first

element in stipend. Cp. also etiolate.

Derivative: stiput-ed, adj.

stipuliform, adj., having the form of a stipule. —
See stipule and -form.

stir, tr. and intr. v.— ME. stirien, styrien, fr. OE.
styrian, 'to set in motion, agitate", rel. to MDu
stoeren, stooren, storen, Du. storen, 'to disturb',

OHG. storan, stdrren, MHG. stasren, 'to scat

ter, destroy', G. storen, 'to disturb', MHG
stiirn, 'to move, disturb', ON. styrr, 'disturb

ance', and prob. also to E. storm.

Derivatives: stir, n., stirr-er, n., stirr-ing, adj.,

stirr-ing-ly, adv., stir-less, adj.

stirpiculture, n., the breeding of special races of

animals. — Compounded of L. stirps, gen.

stirpis, 'stock, stem', and cultUra, 'a cultivating,

culture". See next word and culture.

stirps, n., a common ancestor. — L., 'stem,

stock", cogn. with Lith. stifpti, 'to grow up, rise'.

Cp. extirpate.

stirrup, n. — ME. stirop, stirep, fr. OE. stigrdp,

'stirrup", rel. to ON. stigreip, OHG. stegareif,

MHG., G. stegreif. These compound words

orig. meant 'a ring for mounting a horse". For

the first element cp. OE. stigan, 'to climb", stigel,

'stile", and see sty, 'to ascend'. For the second

element see rope.

Derivatives : stirrup, tr. v., stirrup-less, adj.

stitch, n. — ME. stiche, fr. OE. slice, 'puncture,

stab, stitch, stitching", rel. to OE. stician, 'to

prick'. See stick, v., and cp. etiquette, ticket,

stitch, tr. and intr. v. — ME. stichen, fr. stiche.

See stitch, n.
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Derivatives: stitch-er, n., stitch-ing, n.

stithy, adj., smithy {archaic) — ME., fr. ON.
stedi, 'anvil', which is rel. to ON. stadr, 'place'.

See stead.

stiver, n., a small coin, a trifle. •— Du. stuiver,

name of a coin.

stoa, n., a portico. — Gk. airoa, 'colonnade,

porch, corridor', for*CTTtof-[.S, collective noun

formed fr. *(jT(of-6-(;, 'a column', fr. I.-E. base

*sthdu-, *sthdu-, *sthu-, 'upright ; a post, pillar'.

See steer, 'to direct', and cp. stauro-.

stoat, n. — ME. slot, 'male animal; stoat; bul-

lock', rel. to ON. stutr, 'bull', Swed. stut, 'bull',

Dan. stud, 'ox', Goth, stautan, 'to push, thrust'.

See stint and cp. stoss.

stoccado, n., a thrust with a rapier.— It. staccato,

fr. stocco, 'rapier', which is of Teut. origin; see

stock and -ade and cp. bastinado, bravado. The

word stoccado was influenced in form by the

numerous words of Spanish and Portuguese

origin ending in -ado.

stochastic, adj., conjectural.— Gk. CT-ro/atjTixo;,

fr. (jToyat^EaS^ai, 'to aim at, guess, conjecture',

fr. (TToxos, 'aim, target, mark', from base

*stegh-, 'to point, prick, sting". Cp. the nasalized

var. *stengh-, whence the English verb sting

(q.v.) For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

stock, n. — ME. stok, fr. OE. stocc, 'trunk, log,

stock', rel. to ON. stokkr, 'block of wood, trunk

of a tree", Dan. stok, Swed. stock, OS., OFris.

stok, MDu. stoc, 'tree trunk, stump', Du. stok,

'stick, cane', OHG., MHG. stoc, 'tree trunk,

stick', G. Stock, 'stick, cane', and to OE. stycce,

OS. stukki, ON. stykki, Swed. stycke, MDu.
stuc(ke), Du. stuk, OHG. stucci, MHG. stScke,

G. Stiick, 'piece', OE. stocu, ON. sti/ka, OHG.
stuhha, 'sleeve', and cogn. with Lith. stugti, 'to

be prominent', stitngis, 'knife handle', OI. tujdti,

tuHjdti, 'he pushes'. OF. estoc, 'stem, trunk'. It.

stocco, 'dagger; rapier', are Teut. loan words.

Cp. chock, stoccado, stoker, stook, stucco, and

the second element in alpenstock, linstock,

maulstick.

Derivatives: slock, tr. and intr. v., adj., slock-

less, adj., stock-er, n., siock-y, adj., slock-i-ly,

adv., stock-i-ness, n.

stockade, n., a barrier of stakes. — F. estacade,

'line of piles; pier on piles, stockade' (earlier

also estocade owing to a confusion with F. esio-

cade, 'a thrust'), fr. Sp. estacada, a derivative of

eslaca, 'stake, pile, post', which is of Teut. orig-

in. See stake and -ade and cp. estacade.

Derivative: stockade, tr. v.

stockfish, n. — MDu. stokvisch (Du. slokvis), fr.

stok, 'stick, stock', and visch (Du. vis), 'fish'.

See stock and fish. For sense development cp. Sp.

bacalao, 'codfish', fr. L. baculum, 'stick, staff'

(see baculao).

stockjnet, n., an elastic machine-knitted fabric

used for making stockings, undergarments,

etc. — Formed fr. stocking with dimin. suff.

stocking, n. — Formed fr. stock with -ing, a suff.

expressing relationship.

Derivatives : stocking-ed, adj., stocking-less, adj.

stodge, tr. v., to stuff full; to satiate; intr. v., to

be stuck in the mud. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: stodg-er, n., stodg-y, adj., stodg-i-

ly, adv., slodg-i-ness, n.

stoep, n., a raised platform at the front, and some-

times round the sides, of a horse; veranda. —
S. Afr. Du., fr. Du. stoep, 'threshold; (flight of)

steps', rel. to OHG. stuofa, stuoffa, MHG.
stuofe, G. Stufe, 'step, degree', and to OE.

stsepe, stepe, 'step, degree'. See step, n. and v.

stogie, stogy, n., a kind of long cigar. — Named
after Conestoga, a town of Pennsylvania.

stogy, n., a rough boot. — Prop, 'boot of Cone-

stoga'. See prec. word.

Stoic, n., 1) a member of a school of philosophy

founded by Zeno about 300 B.C.E. ; 2) {not cap),

a person indifferent to pleasure or pain. — L.

Stdicus, fr. Gk. Stw'Cxo;, 'Stoic', lit. 'man of

the Porch", fr. '"aTcoa, for oxoa, 'colonnade,

porch, corridor', so called fr. the Stooc IIotKiXY]

('the Painted Porch'), in the market place of

Athens, where Zeno and his followers taught.

See stoa and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: sloic-al, adj., sloic-al-ly, adv., stoic-

al-ness, n., stoic-ism, n.

Stoic, also Stoical, adj., 1) pertaining to, or re-

sembling, the Stoics or their teachings ; 2) (not

cap.) indifferent to pleasure or pain. — L. Stdi-

cus. See Stoic, n.

Derivative: stoic-al-ly, adv.

stoichiometry, also stoechiometry, stoicheiometry,

n., the art of determining the atomic and molec-

ular weights of the elements (chem.) — G. Sto-

chiometrie, lit. 'measurement of elements', coin-

ed by the German chemist Jeremias Benjamin

Richter (1762-1807) in his "Anfangsgriinde der

StOchiometrie oder MeOkunst chemischer Ele-

mente" (1792) fr. Gk. axotyeiov, 'element', and

-jjLETpia, 'a measuring of". The first element is a

derivative of cttoixo?, 'row, line, rank', which

is rel. to aTtyo?. 'row, line, rank; verse", (s-^zi-

XEtv, 'to go; to march in order' ; see stichic. For

the second element see -metry.

Derivatives : stoichiometr-ic, stoichiometr-ic-al,

adjs.

stoke, tr. v., to poke (a fire); intr. v., to poke a

fire. — Back formation fr. stoker,

stoker, n., one who tends a fire. — Du., fr. stoken,

'to poke a fire', fr. stok, 'stick'. See stock and

agential suff. -er.

stole, n., a long garment. — L. stola, fr. Gk.

cttoXt), 'equipment, garment", which stands in

gradational relationship to (s-zzKazvj, 'to set in

order; to arrange; to equip; to send'. See staU

and cp, stele, apostle.

Derivative: stol-ed, adj.

stole, n., a stolon {rare). — See stolon,

stolen, pp. of steal. — ME. stolen, fr. OE. ge-

stolen, pp. of stelan. See steal.



stolid

stolid, adj., dull. — L. stolidus, 'dull, obtuse,

stolid', prop, 'unmovable', rel. to stultus, 'fool-

ish', fr. I.-E. base *st(h)el-, 'to cause to stand,

to place'. See stall and cp. stultify. Cp. also still,

adj., stolon.

stolidity, n., dullness. — L. stoliditds, 'dullness,

obtuseness', fr. stolidus. See prec. word and -ity.

stolon, n., a shoot, sucker. — L. stolo, gen. -onis,

cogn. with Arm. ste-ln, 'trunk (ofa tree) ; branch',

Gk. CTTsXsxo?! 'trunk, stem, log', CTxsXea, 'haft,

shaft', <jty;X7), 'block of stone', Lett, stulms,

'trunk (of a tree), arm, leg', fr. I.-E. base *st{h)el-,

'to cause to stand, to place'. See stall and cp.

stolid.

stolonate, adj., having a stolon. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ate fr. L. stolo, gen. -onis. See prec.

word.

stoloniferous, adj., producing stolons. — See

stolon and -ferous.

stoma, n., a minute mouthlike orifice. — Gk.
CTT6[jLa, gen. aTojjiaTo?, 'mouth', whence ctto-

IJLaxo?, 'throat, gullet, stomach'. See stomach.

stomacace, n., canker of the mouth (med.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. <JT0(xaxaK7], 'scurvy of the

gums', lit. 'disease of the mouth', fr. CTxifia,

'mouth', and kocxt], 'wickedness, vice', which is

rel. to y-OMOQ, 'bad, evil'. See prec. word and
caco-.

stomach, n. — ME. stomak, fr. OF. (= F.) esto-

mac, fr. L. stomachus, 'gullet, esophagus, stom-

ach, liking, taste', fr. Gk. aT6|xaj(o?, 'throat,

gullet, esophagus, stomach', fr. (JT6[xa, 'mouth',

which is cogn. with Avestic staman-, 'mouth (of

a dog)", Hitt. shtamar, 'mouth', MBret. staffn,

'mouth; jawbone', Co. stefenic, 'palate'. Cp.
stoma.

Derivatives: stomach, tr. v., stomachal (q.v.),

stomach-ed, adj., stomach-er, n., stomach-ful,

adj., stomachic (q.v.), stomach-less, adj.,

stomach-}', adj.

stomaciial, adj., pertaining to the stomach. — See

prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

stomachic, stomachical, adj., 1) pertaining to the

stomach ; 2) digestive. — L. stomachicus, fr. Gk.
aTOfia/ixoc, 'pertaining to the stomach', fr.

OTOfia/o;. See stomach and adj. suff. -ic, resp.

also -al.

stomat-, form of stomato- before a vowel.

stomatitis, n., inflammation of the mucous mem-
brane of the mouth {med.)— Medical L., form-

ed with suff. -itis fr. Gk. (jTojia, gen. c[T6[xaT0i;,

'mouth'. See stoma.

stomato-, before a vowel stomat-, combining form
meaning 'mouth', as in stomatology. — Gk.
aTO[j.aTO-, CTTOjiaT-, fr. aTofia, gen. dToixa-

Toc, 'mouth'. See stoma.

stomatology, n., the study of the diseases of the

mouth. — Compounded of stomato- and Gk.
-XoYtS, fr. -Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner) ; one who deals (with a certain topic)'.

Derivatives: stomatolog-ic, stomatolog-ic-al,

adjs., stomatolog-ist, n.
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stomatopod, n., any of the Stomatopoda. — See

next word.

Stomatopoda, n. pi., an order of crustaceans

(zool.) — ModL., formed fr. stomato- and Gk.
7tou<;, gen. ttoSoi;, 'foot'. See foot.

stomatous, adj., having a stoma or stomata. —
Formed with sufi". -ous fr. Gk. CTT6[j,ot, gen.

oTtijxaToi;, 'month'. See stoma.

-stomatous, combining form. — The same as

-stomous. Cp. prec. word.

stomodeum, stomodaeum, n., the oral part of the

alimentary canal (zool.) — ModL., compound-
ed of Gk. (jTOfia, 'mouth', and oSaTo?, 'that

which is on the way', fr. 686?, 'way'. For the

first element see stoma, for the second see odo-

graph,

-stome, combining form denoting the mouth, as

in cyclostome. — ModL. -stoma, fr. Gk. uxofxa,

'mouth'. See stoma.

Stomoisia, n., a genus of plants of the bladder-

wort family {bot.) — ModL., compounded of

Gk. a-r6(jia, 'mouth', and olaoi;, 'withy'. For the

first element see stoma. Gk. olcroi; stands for

"foirfoi; and is rel. to sExEa, which prob.

stands for *fEiTEa ; fr. I.-E. base *wei-, 'to bend,

twist'. See withy and cp. Itea.

-stomous, combining form meaning 'having a

mouth' {zool. and bot.)— Gk. -axono;, 'having a

mouth, mouthed', fr. ax6|ji.a, 'mouth'. See stoma.

stone, n. — ME. start, ston, stoon, fr. OE. stdn,

rel. to ON. steinn, Dan. steen, Swed. sten,

OFris., OS. sten, Du. steen, OHG., MHG., G.
stein, Goth, stains, fr. I.-E. base *stdi-, *stei-,

*sti, 'to thicken, compress, stiffen; stone',

whence also OI. styayate, 'curdles, becomes
hard', part, stydnah, 'curdled', Avestic sta-,

stay-, 'heap', Gk. crxeap, gen. crxeaxoi;, 'fat, tal-

low', oxTS, oxiov, 'pebble', ctxUy), 'drop', L.

stiria, stilla, 'drop', OSlav. stena, 'wall'. Cp.

stean, steato-, the first element in steenbok,

steinbok, and the second element in Athelstan,

felstone. Cp. also distil, instil. Cp. also stiff.

Derivatives: stone, v. (q.v.), stone, adj., stone-

less, adj., stony (q.v.)

stone, tr. and intr. v. — ME. stanen, stonen, fr.

Stan, ston, 'stone'. See stone, n.

Derivatives: ston-ed, adj., ston-er, n.

stony, adj. — ME. stany, stony, stoony, fr. OE.
stdnig, fr. stdn, 'stone'. See stone, n., and adj.

suff. -y (representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives : slon-i-ly, adv., ston-i-ness, n.

stood, past tense and pp. of stand. — ME., fr. OE.
stod, past tense of standan. See stand.

stooge, n., 1) an actor who assists a comedian;

2) a person acting as a foil to another (colloq.)

— Of unknown origin.

Derivative: stooge, intr. v., to be a stooge.

stooii, n., a shock of com {chiefly Brit.) — ME.
stouke, rel. to MLG. stake, 'tree stump, heap,

sleeve', OE. stocu, ON. stuka, OHG. stuhha,

MHG. stUche, G. Stauche, 'sleeve', and to OE.
stocc, 'trunk, log, stock'. See stock.
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Derivative: stook, tr. v.

stool, n. — ME. stol, stool, fr. OE. stol, 'a seat',

rel. to OS., OFris. stol, ON. stall, Du. stoel,

OHG., MHG. stuol, G. Stuhl, 'seat', Goth.

stols, 'a high seat, throne'. These words are

formed with -lo (a suff. denoting place) fr. I.-E.

base *std-, 'to stand', whence also OSlav. stolii,

'stool', Lith. pa-stolas, 'stand'. See state and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in fauteuil.

Derivative: stool, intr. v.

stool pigeon, 1) a decoy pigeon; 2) a person used

as a decoy ; informer, spy. — Lit. 'a pigeon fas-

tened to a stooV. The word was originally used

of wild pigeons fastened by hunters to a stool

and used as a decoy.

stoop, intr. and tr. v., to bend forward toward the

ground. — ME. stupen, fr. OE. stupian, rel. to

ON. stUpa, 'to stick up, stand upright', MDu.
stupen, 'to bow, bend', and in gradational rela-

tionship to steep, adj. and v.

Derivatives: stoop, n., stoop-er, n., stoop-ing,

adj., stoop-ing-ly, adv.

stoop, n., porch, platform. — A var. spelling of

stoep.

stop, tr. and intr. v. — ME. stoppen, fr. OE. for-

stoppian, 'to stop up, close', rel. to MLG. (=
Du.) stoppen, OHG. stopfon (MHG., G. stop-

feri). These words derive fr. ML. stuppdre, 'to

stop with tow' (whence also It. stoppare,

OProven?. estopar, F. itouper, 'to stop with

tow'), fr. L. stuppa, stUpa, 'the coarse part of

flax, tow', fr. Gk. rsTunnt], of s.m., which is

cogn. with OI. stupd(i, 'tuft of hair'. The Teut.

words mentioned were influenced in meaning by

L. stupere, 'to be stunned, be stupefied'. Cp.

stopple, estop, estoppel. .^

Derivatives: stop, n., stopp-able, adj., stopp-age,

n., stopp-er, n., and tr. v., stopp-ing, adj. and n.

stopple, n., stopper. — ME. stoppel, fr. stoppen,

'to stop'. See stop and -le.

Derivative; stopple, tr. v.

storax, n., resin. — Late L. storax, fr. Gk.

dxupa;, 'a kind of resin', fr. Heb. tzori, 'resin of

the lentisk and of the terebinth'. Cp. styrax.

store, tr. and intr. v. — ME. storen, fr. OF. esto-

rer, 'to establish, give birth to, restore', formed

—with change of pref.—fr. L. In-staurdre, 'to

renew, repair, restore'. Cp. restaurant, restore,

instauration.

Derivatives: stor-able, adj., stor-age, n.

store, n. — ME. star, fr. OF. estor, 'provision',

back formation fr. estorer. See store, v.

storey, n. — See story, of a house.

storiated, adj., adorned with historical scenes. —
Aphetic for historiated.

storiation, n., decoration with historical scenes.

— See prec. word and -ation.

storied, adj., 1) celebrated; 2) adorned with his-

torical scenes. — Formed fr. story, 'history',

with sutf. -ed.

storied, storeyed, adj., having (a certain number

of) stories (said of a building). — Formed fr.

story, storey, with 3rd suff. -ed.

storiette, n., a short tale.— Formed fr. story, 'his-

tory', with suff. -ette.

storiology, n., the study of folk tales. — A hybrid

coined fr. story, 'history', and Gk. -Xoyta, fr.

-Xiyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: storiolog-ic-al, adj., storiolog-ist, n.

stork, n.— ME., fr. OE. store, rel. to ON. storkr,

Dan., Swed. stork, MDu. store, OHG. storah,

MHG., G.storch, 'stork', and to OE.i/earc, 'rig-

id, strong', OHG. gi-storchanen, 'to become stiff'

(see stark), the bird having been named from its

stiff posture. OSlav. strUkU, Russ. sterch, Lith.

starkus, 'stork', are Teut. loan words.

stork's bill, any plant of the genus Pelargonium.

— Named after its shape. Cp. G. Storchschnabel

and F. bee de cicogne, 'stork's bill'. Cp. also Gk.

yspaviov, 'crane's bill', fr. yEpocvoi;, 'crane', and

E. crane's bill, which is a loan translation of Gk.

yspavLov (see geranium).

storm, n. — ME., fr. OE. storm, rel. to OS.,

MLG., MDu., Du. storm, ON. stormr, OHG.,
MHG., G. Sturm. These words, in which the m
has the force of a suff., are prob. rel. to stir (q.v.)

OF. estour, 'onset, tumult'. It. stormo, of s.m.,

are Teut. loan words. Cp. stour and the second

element in landsturm.

Derivatives: storm, tr. and intr. v., storm-fr, n.,

storm-less, adj., storm-y, adj., storm-i-ly, adv.,

storm-i-ness, n.

storting, storthing, n., the Norwegian parliament.

— Norw., lit. 'the great meeting', formed fr.

ON- storr, 'gpeat', and ping, 'meeting'. For the

first element see stour, 'strong', for the second

see thing, 'assembly'.

story, n., history, narrative.— ME. storie, fr. OF.

estorie, estoire, fr. L. historia. See history.

story, n., a horizontal section of a building. —
Prob. fr. Anglo-L. {h)istoria, 'story of a build-

ing', which was prob. used orig. in the sense of,

'part of a building marked by painted win-

dows', fr. L. historia, 'history' ; hence of the same

origin as story in the sense of 'history'. Cp. ML.
historidre, 'to narrate, depict; to carve, paint',

whence E. ^storied' windows. Cp. also histor-

iated.

stoss, adj., facing the direction from which a gla-

ciermoves.— G.S/o^,'thrusf,fr.ifo^ew,'topush,

thrust', MHG. stolen, fr. OHG. stosan, rel. to

OS. stotan, ON. stauta, MDu. stdten, Du. sto-

len, Goth, stautan, ON. steyta, OFris. steta, 'to

push, thrust', and to OE. styntan, 'to blunt,

stupefy'. See stint and cp. words there referred

to.

stound, n., time, moment {archaic and dial.) —
ME. stund, stand, stound, fr. OE. stund, 'point

of time, time, hour', rel. to OS. stunda, ON.
stund, OFris. stunde, MDu. stonde, stont, OHG.
stunt{a), MHG. stunde, of s.m., Du. stand, 'time,

moment, hour', G. Stunde, 'hour'; prob. fr.



stoup

Teut. base *standan, 'to stand'; see stand. Ac-
cordingly stound orig. meant 'a point of stand-

ing (in the course of time)'. Cp. Stundist.

stoup, also stoop, n., drinking vessel; pail. —
ME. stowp, of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. staup,

which is rel. to MLG. stop, Du. stoop, OHG.,
MHG. stouf, G. Stauf, and stands in grada-

tional relationship to steep, adj., and v., and to

stoop, 'to bend'.

stour, n., tumult {archaic). — ME. stoure, sture,

fr. OF. estour, 'onset, tvmiult', a Teut. loan

word. Cp. OHG. sturm, OE. storm, 'storm', and
see storm.

stour, adj., strong, hard.— ME. stor, star, fr. OE.
stor, rel. to LG. stur, fr. I.-E. base *ster-, 'strong,

firm, stiff, rigid'. See stare and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also the first element in storting.

stout, adj. — ME. stoute, stowte, fr. OF. estolt,

estout, 'bold, fierce, proud', of Teut. origin. Cp.
OFris. stult, 'proud', MLG. stolt, 'stately, port-

ly, proud', MHG., G. stolz, 'proud, haughty, ar-

rogant, stately'. These Teut. words prob. stand

in gradational relationship to OHG. stelza, ME.
stilte, etc., 'stilt' (see stilt). See Kluge-Mitzka,

EWDS., p. 753 s.v. stolz.

stovaine, stovain, n., a crystalline compound used

as a local anaesthetic. — Coined in 1904 fr.

stove, n., translation of the French word four-

neau (prop, 'furnace') in the name of the French

chemist Ernest-Fran?ois-Auguste Fourneau

(1872-1949), the discoverer of this compound.
The ending -aine shows the influence of cocaine.

stove, n, — ME. stove, 'heated room, bathroom',

fr. OE. stofa, rel. to ON. stofa, Norw. stova,

Dan. stue, Swed. stuga, 'room', MDu. stove,

OHG. stuba, MHG. stube, 'a beatable room,
bathroom', Du. stoof, 'foot warmer, foot stove',

G. Stube, 'room'. All these words are Romance
loan words. Cp. It. stufa, F. ^tuve, 'sweating

room (of baths)', which derive fr. It. stufare,

resp. F. etuver, 'to dry, heat, stove', fr. VL. *ex-

tufare, fr. 1st ex- and VL. *tufus, fr. Gk. Tucpo?,

'mist, vapor' (see Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p.

760 s.v. Stube), which is a derivative of I.-E. base

*dhubh-, 'to fill with smoke, to cloud, darken; to

be dull, dumb or deaf. See deaf and words there

referred to and cp. stew, 'to cook slowly'.

OSIav. istuba, izba, Lith. stuba. Hung, szoba,

Finn, tupa, 'room', are directly or indirectly bor-

rowed fr. Teutonic; cp. isba.

Derivatives: stove, tr. v., stov-er, n.

stove, past tense and pp. of stave.

stover, n., provision; fodder (obsol.) — See

estovers.

stow, tr. v., to pack. — ME. stowen, 'to place', fr.

stovte, 'place', fr. OE. stow, 'place', which is rel.

to OFris. sto, 'place', MLG., MDu., Du. stou-

ten, 'to stow', OHG., MHG. stouv/en, 'to stop,

check; to command; to complain, scold, ac-

cuse', G. stauen, 'to stow', Goth, stojan, 'to

judge', and cogn. with OSlav. stavljQ, staviti, 'to

place', stavH, 'structure', Lith. stdviu, stoveti, 'to
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stand', Lett. stSvu, stdveju, stavet, of s.m. All

these words derive fr. I.-E. *st(h)du-, *st{h)il-,

'stiff, upright', which is an enlargement of base

*st(h)a-, 'to stand'. See state and cp. bestow. Cp.

also stud, 'peg'. Cp. also steer, 'to direct'.

Derivatives; stow-age, n., stow-er, n., stow-ing,

n.

strabism, n., strabismus. — See strabismus.

strabismal, strabismic, strabismical, adj., per-

taining to strabismus.— See next word and adj.

suff. -al, resp. -ic, -ical.

strabismus, n., squint. — Medical L., fr. Gk.
(TTpapiCT[x6<;, fr. arTpa|3£(C£i.v, 'to squint', fr.

(iTpa|16i;, 'crooked, squinting', which stands in

gradational relationship to ctTpspXi?, 'crooked,

twisted', crxpopoc, 'a whirling round', <jTp6-

pTXo;, 'anything that whirls round; a top; fir-

cone, pine cone; whirlwind', crTpopiX^?, 'spin-

ning, whirling', fr. I.-E. *streb-, a parallel form of

base *strebh-, 'to turn'. See strophe and -ism.

Derivatives: strabism-al, strabism-ic, strabism-

ic-al, adjs.

strabO", combining form meaning 'squinting, stra-

bismus'. — Gk. OTTpa^o-, fr. aTpapo?, 'squint-

ing'. See prec. word.

strabotomy, n., a surgical operation to cure

squint. — Compounded of strabo- and Gk.
-Tofiia, 'a cutting of, fr. xofxr], 'a cutting'. See

-tomy.

Strad, n. — Abbreviation of Stradivarius.

straddle, intr. v., to stand, sit or walk with the

legs wide apart; tr. v., to have one leg on either

side of. — Formed from the verb stride with

freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives: straddle, n., straddl-er, n., straddl-

ing, adj., straddl-ing-ly, adv.

stradiot, n., a mercenary cavalryman from Greece

or Albania serving in Italy in the Middle Ages.

— It. stradiotto, fr. Gk. CTTpaTicoxT]?, 'soldier',

fr. (iTpaTia, 'army, company, band', fr. arpa-

t6;, 'army'. See strategy and cp. Stratiotes.

Stradivarius, n. — A violin made by Antonio

Stradivarius of Cremona ( 1 644- 1 73 7) or his sons.

Cp. Amati, Guarneri.

strafe, tr. v., to bombard heavily; to punish. —
Fr. strafe in the German phrase Gott strafe Eng-

land, 'God punish England', used in World War
I.

Derivative: strafe, n.

straggle, intr. v., to wander from one's course; to

stray, rove.— ME. straglen, prob. a freq. form-

ed fr. ME. straken, 'to wander'.which stands in

gradational relationship to OE. streccan, 'to

stretch'. See stretch and freq. suff. -le and cp.

straight, strake.

Derivatives: straggl-er, n., straggl-ing, adj.,

straggl-ing-ly, adv., straggl-y, adj.

straight, adj. — ME. streght, streiht, straight, pp.

of strecchen, 'to stretch'. Accordingly straight

prop, means 'that which is stretched'. See

stretch.

Derivatives: straight, n. and adv., straight-en, tr.

and intr. v., straight-en-er, n.,.straight-ly, adv.,

straighl-ness, n.

strain, tr. and intr. v., to stretch.— ME. streynen,

streinen, strainen, 'to strain, stretch', fr. OF.

estraign-, estreign-, pres. part, sltraoi estraindre,

estreindre (F. etreindre), 'to strain', fr. L. strin-

gere, 'to draw tight'. See stringent and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: strain, n., tautness, tension, strain-

able, adj., strain-ed, adj., strain-er, n., strain-

ing, adj., strain-ing-ly, adv.

strain, n., breed, ancestry, generation. — ME.
strene, siren, streen, fr. OE. streon, strion, 'gain,

procreation, progeny', which is rel. to OE.

streonan, strienan, strynan, 'to get, gain, beget',

OHG. striunan, 'to get, gain'.

strait, adj., narrow (archaic).— ME. streit, strait,

fr. OF. estreit (F. etroit), fr. L. strictus, pp. of

stringere, 'to draw tightly'. See strain, 'to stretch',

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: strait, n., strait-en, v., strait-ly,

adv., strait-ness, n.

strake, n., a streak. — ME., prop, 'something

stretched', rel. to strecchen, 'to stretch'; in-

fluenced in form by a confusion with streak, to

which it is not related. See stretchand cp. straggle.

stramazon, n., a cut with the edge of a sword

(fencing). — F. estramafon fr. It. stramazzone,

fr. stramazzare, 'to reverse with force', which is

formed fr. augmentative pref. stra- (fr. L. extra-),

and the noun mazza, 'sledgehammer'. See extra

and mace, 'weapon'.

stramineous, adj., 1) like straw; 2) of the color of

straw (archaic).— L. strdmineus, 'made ofstraw,

like straw', fr. stramen, gen. -minis, 'straw, lit-

ter', lit. 'that which is spread out'; cogn. with

OI. stdriman-, 'spreading out, extension', st^tdh,

sttrndh, 'spread out', Gk. OTOpviivai, (jTopev-

vuvai, arpcavviivai, 'to spread out', CTTpci[i.a,

'bedclothes, mattress', lit. 'anything spread out',

fr. I.-E. base *stor-, *ster-, *str-, 'to spread out'.

See stratinn. For the ending see suff. -ecus.

stramonium, n., the thorn apple (Datura) and the

poisonous drug obtained from it. — ModL., of

uncertain origin.

strand, n., beach of the sea, bank of a river. —
ME., fr. OE. strand, rel. to Dan., Swed. strand,

'beach, shore, strand', ON. strond, 'border,

edge, shore', MLG. strant (whence Late MHG.
strant, G. Strand), Du. strand, 'beach'. These

words prob. meant orig. 'extended tract ofland',

and derive fr. I.-E. base *ster-, *stor-, *str-, 'to

spread out'. See stratum and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: strand, tr. and intr. v., strand-age,

n., strand-er, n., strand-ing, verbal n. and adj.

strand, n., fiber or thread of yam. — ME. strond,

prob. fr. OF. estran, which is of Teut. origin.

Cp. MDu. strene, OHG. streno, MHG. strene,

G. Strdhne, 'skein, strand' ; of uncertain origin.

Derivative: strand, tr. v., to make a rope by

uniting threads.

strange, adj. — ME., fr. OF. estrange (F. ^-

trange), 'strange, foreign', fr. L. extrdneus,

'strange, foreign', fr. extra, 'outside'. See extra

and cp. estrange, extraneous.

Derivatives: strange-ly, adv., strange-ness, n.

stranger, n. — ME., fr. MF. estrangier (F. etran-

ger), 'foreign; foreigner', fr. estrange, 'strange,

foreign', fr. OF. See prec. word.

strangle, tr. v., to choke. — ME. stranglen, fr.

MF. estrangier (F. etrangler), fr. OF., fr. L.

strangulate, 'to strangle, choke'. See next word.

Derivatives : strangle, n., strangl-er, n., strangles,

n., an infectious disease of horses.

strangulate, tr. v., to strangle. — L. stranguldtus,

pp. of stranguldre, 'to strangle, choke', fr. Gk.
(jTpayyaXouv, of s.m., which is rel. to CTTpay-

yaXy), 'halter'. See stringent and cp. strangle.

For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

strangulation, n. — L. stranguldtid, gen. -dnis, fr.

stranguldtus, pp. of stranguldre. See prec. word

and -ion.

strangurious, adj., pertaining to strangury. — See

next word and -ous.

strangury, n., painful urination (med.)— L. stran-

guria, fr. Gk. (TTpayyoupta, 'strangury', which

is compounded of orpay?, gen. (TTpayyo?, 'a

drop', and o5pov, 'urine'. For the first element

see strangulate, for the second see urine.

strap, n. — A doublet of strop, fr. ME. strope, fr.

OE. stropp, fr. L. stroppus, struppus, 'strap,

thong, fillet', fr. Gk. OTP6901;, 'twisted band or

cord', which is rel. to uTpotpyj, 'a turning, twist-

ing', CTp^ipEiv, 'to turn'. F. estrope, etrope,

'strop', and Du. strop, 'halter', are also borrow-

ed fr. L. stroppus. See strophe and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: strap, tr. v., strapp-ed, adj., strapp-

er, n., sirapp-ing, adj. and n.

strappado, n., a form of torture in which the vic-

tim was attached (usually by his wrists) to a long

rope, raised into the air and suddenly dropped

almost to the ground.— Formed—according to

my opinion, prob. under the influence of the

synonym bastinado—fr. It. strappata, 'a sharp

tug, pull, snatch, wrench', fr. strappare, 'to pull',

which is of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. stroufen, 'to

flay', OE. -strypan in bestrypan, 'to plunder',

and see strip, v. The first a in It. strappare, is due

to the influence of stracciare, 'to tear asunder'.

[In Johnson's Dictionary (1662) strappado is

confused in meaning with bastinado, which cor-

roborates the supposition that the ending -ado

in strappado was formed on the analogy of

bastin-ado.]

strass, n., a brilUant lead glass used to make arti-

ficial gems.— F. strass, stras, named after Stras,

the inventor of the process.

strass, n., refuse of silk in skein making. — F.

strasse, fr. It. straccio, back formation fr. strac-

ciare, 'to tear asunder', fr. VL. *distractiare, fr.

L. distractus, pp. of distrahere, 'to pull apart'.

See distract.



stratagem

stratagem, n., artifice, trick. — F. stratageme, fr.

earlier strattegeme, fr. L. strategema, 'artifice,

stratagem', fr. Gk. axpax'^YYina, 'the act of a

general, piece of gerieralship, stratagem', fr.

CTTpaTTjYEtv, 'to be a general, to command', fr.

OTpaxTjY^?. See strategy. For the ending of Gk.

<jTpaTYiyv)(ia see suff. -ma.

Derivatives: stratagem-ic-al, adj., stratagem-ic-

al-ly, adv.

stratal, adj., pertaining to strata.— Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. stratum. See stratum,

strategic, strategical, adj.— F. stratigique, fr. Gk.

CTTpariQYiici?, 'of, or pertaining to, a general',

fr. cTpaTir)Y6i;. See strategy and adj. suff. -ic,

resp. also -al.

Derivatives: sirategic-al-ly, a&v., strateg-ics, n,

strategus, also strategos, n., the leader of an army.

general. — L. strategus, fr. Gk. axpaTigYi?. See

next word.

strategy, n. — F. strategic, fr. Gk. crpxrriyLa.,

'office of a general', fr. aTptxTriy6q, 'strategus,

general', lit. 'leader of the army', compounded
of <jTpaT6(;, 'army', and the stem of i^yeiv, 'to

lead'. For the first element see stratum and cp.

stradiot, for the second see agent, adj.

strath, n., a wide river valley. — Gael, srath, 'val-

ley', fr. Olr. srath, of s.m., fr. L. strata (via),

'paved way', fem. pp. ofsternere, 'to spread out'.

See street,

strathspey, n., a Scottish dance and the music for

it. — Named after Strathspey, a district in

Eastern Scotland.

strati-, combining form meaning 'stratum'. — L.

strati-, fr. stratum. See stratum,

straticulate, adj., arranged in thin layers. —

•

Formed fr. strati-, -cule and adj. suff. -ate.

stratification, n. — ML. strdtificdtio, gen. -onis,

formed fr. strdtificdtus, pp. of strdtificdre. See

stratify and -ation.

stratiform, adj., having the form of a stratum. —
Compounded of strati- and L. forma, 'form,

shape'. See form, n.

stratify, tr. v., to form in strata. — F. stratifier,

fr. ML. strdtificdre, 'to form strata'. See strati-

and -fy.

Derivatives: stratifi-ed, adj., stratifi-er, n.

stratigraphy, n., description of the arrangement

of strata. — A hybrid coined fr. L. strdtum, 'a

covering', Gk. --{poL<fii, fr. ypi.ifz\.\i, 'to write'.

See -graphy.

Derivatives: stratigraph-ic, stratigraph-ic-al,

adjs., stratigraph-ic-al-ly, adv., stratigraph-isi, n.

Stratiomyiidae, n. p!., the family of soldier flies

(zool.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk.

axpaTtcoTT);;, 'soldier', and [xuia, 'fly'. See

strategy and myo-.

Stratiotes, n., a genus of plants of the family

Hydrocharitaceae (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

(jxpaxtajxr^i;, 'soldier, yarrow, milfoil'. See

strategy and cp. stradiot.

strato-, combining form meaning 'stratus-

shaped'. — See stratus.

strato-, combining form meaning 'army'. — Fr.

Gk. CTxpaxA?, 'army'. See stratum.

stratocracy, n., government by the army.— Com-
pounded of 2nd strato- and Gk. -xpaxta, 'rule

of, fr. xpdcxo?, 'strength, power, rule'. See

-cracy.

stratocratic, adj.— See prec. word and adj. suflf.

-ic.

stratosphere, n., the upper part of the earth's at-

mosphere. — F. stratosphere, lit. 'sphere of lay-

ers', coined by the French meteorologist L6on-

Philippe Teisserenc de Bort (1855-1913) fr. 1st

strato- and sphere. See sphere.

stratum, n., a horizontal layer. — L. strdtum,

'bed, covering, blanket', prop, 'something

spread out', pp. of sternere, 'to spread out,

stretch out; to scatter; to cover', which is rel. to

strdmen, 'straw', lit. 'that which is spread out',

struere, 'to put together, construct', fr. l.-E.

base *ster-, *stor-, *str-, 'to spread out, extend,

strew', whence also OI. strndti, st^noti, starati,

'strews, scatters', st^tdh, stirnd(i, 'spread out',

stdrlman-, 'spreading out, extension', Avestic

star-, 'to spread out, stretch out', Gk. axop-

vuvai, axopevvuvai, crxpcovvuvai, 'to spread

out', oxipvov, 'breast, chest', axpwpia, 'bed-

clothes, mattress', tjxpax6?, 'army' (whence

CTxpaxia, 'army, company, band', axpaxEta,

'expedition, campaign), lit. 'that which is spread

out', Alb. strin, 'I spread out', OSlav. pro-stirg,

pro-striti, 'to spread out', strana, 'side, place, re-

gion', Olr. sernim, 'I spread out', MLG. sterne,

OHG. stirna, MHG. stirne, G. Stirn, 'forehead',

Goth, straujan, OE. streowian, streawian,

strewian, 'to strew, scatter'. Cp. strew and words

there referred to. Cp. also sternum, epistemum,

consternation, construction, destroy, destruction,

estrade, prostrate, straminous, stratagem, strat-

egy, stratus, street, stroma, structure, substra-

tum, Torilis.

stratus, n., a low layer of cloud. — L. stratus^ 'a

spreading', fr. stratus, pp. of sternere. See stra-

tum.

straw, n. — ME. straw, fr. OE. streaw, rel. to ON.
strd, Dan. straa, Swed. strd, OFris. stre, ODu.

stro, Du. stro, OHG., MHG. strd, G. Stroh, lit.

'that which is scattered', fr. I.-E. base *ster-,

*stor-, *str-, 'to spread out, extend, strew',

whence also L. sternere, pp. strdtus, 'to spread

out'. See stratum and cp. strew.

Derivatives: straw, tr. v., straw-er, n., straw-y,

adj.

straw, tr. v. — ME. strawen, a collateral form of

strewen. See strew.

strawberry, n. — ME., fr. OE. streawberige, com-

pounded of streaw, 'straw', and berige, 'berry'.

See straw, n., and berry.

stray, intr. v., to wander, go astray. — ME. strai-

en, fr. MF. estraier, v., 'to go astray', fr. OF., fr.

OF. estree, 'road', fr. Late L. stratd {via), 'paved

road'. See street.

Derivatives: stray-ed, adj., stray-er, a.

stray, n., a strajed animal.— ME., fr. AF. stray,

estray, from the adjective stray, estray, fr. OF.

estraier, 'wandering stray, lost', fr. VL. *strdtd-

rius, lit. 'abandoned on the road', fr. Late L. strd-

ta (via). See stray, v., and cp. estray.

Derivative; stray, adj., straying.

streak, n., a long mark. — ME. streke, strike, fr.

MLG. streke, 'stroke, line', which is rel. to OE.

strica, 'mark, stroke of the pen', OHG., MHG.,
G. strich, Goth, striks, 'stroke, line', and to OE.

strican, 'to rub, move'. See strike.

Derivatives: streak, tr. v., streak-y, adj., streak-

i-ly, adv., streak-i-ness, n.

stream, n. — ME. strem, streme, fr. OE. stream,

'flowing, current; running water, river', rel. to

OS. Strom, ON. straumr, Dan. strem, Swed.

Strom, Norw. straum, OFris. strdm, Du. stroom,

OHG., MHG. stroum, strdm, G. Strom, 'cur-

rent, river', fr. I.-E. base *sreu-, 'to flow', whence

also OI. srdvati, 'flows', srotafi, 'stream',

Arm. aroganem, 'I moisten, wet', Gk. p^Eiv (for

*(jp^fEiv), 'to flow', p6o; (for *(Tp6foi;),

'stream', Lett, strauma, 'stream, river', Pol.

strumien, 'brook', Lith. sraveti, 'to trickle, ooze',

OSlav. struja, 'river', o-strovu, 'island', lit. 'that

which is surrounded by a river', Olr. sruaim, Ir.

sruth (gen. sroiha), Co. streth, 'river'. Cp. the

river name Sxpijjxtov, lit. 'River'. Cp. rheo-,

rheumatic, rheumatism, rhythm, the first element

in rhyoUte and the second element in Calirrhoe,

catarrh, hemorrhoids, diarrhea, pyorrhea, se-

borrhea. Cp. also strudel and the second element

in maelstrom. Base *sreu- is an enlargement of

base *ser-, whence Gk. opur) (for *CTop[xr) ), 'on-

set', opo; (for *<T0p6?), 'whey', L. serum,

'whey'. See hormone and serum.

Derivatives: stream, v., stream-er, n., stream-

ing, n. and adj., stream-ing-ly, adv., stream-y,

adj., stream-i-ness, n.

streamlet, n., a small stream. — Formed fr.

stream with dimin. suff. -let.

street, n. — ME. strete, 'paved way', fr. OE.

strSt, fr. Late L. strata (via), 'paved way', fem.

pp. of sternere, 'to spread out, pave'. Cp. Pro-

ven?, estrada, 'street', Olr. srath, 'valley', which

are of the same origin. For the etymology of L.

sternere see stratum. Cp. estrade, strath, stray,

'to wander', Al Sirat.

Derivative: street-age, n.

stremma, n., a Greek measure of land.— ModGk.
(jxpe[ji(.ta, fr. Gk. CTxp£|jL|jLa, 'that which is twist-

ed', from the stem of axpE9eiv, 'to turn, twist'.

See strophe and cp. words there referred to. For

the ending see suff. -ma.

strength, n. — ME. strengthe, fr. OE. strengpu,

which is rel. to OHG. strengida, 'strength', and

stands in gradational relationship to strong. For

the ending see subst. suff. -th.

Derivatives : strength-en, tr. and intr. \.,strength-

en-ing, iid).,strength-en-ing-ly, adv., strengthless,

adj., strength-less-ly, adv., strength-lessness, n.

strenuous, adj., characterized by great effort; vig-

orous. — L. strenuus, 'brisk, active, vigorous',

prob. cogn. with Gk. CTxprjvr]!;, (jxp7]v6c, 'keen,

strong', CTxp^vo.;, 'arrogance, eager desire', and

with OE. stierne, 'hard, severe, keen'. These

words prob. derive fr. I.-E. *stere-, 'to take

pains, to endeavor', which is an enlargement of

base *ster-, 'stiff, rigid'. See stare and cp. words

there referred to. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L.

-us, see -ous.

Derivatives ; strenuous-ly, adv. , strenuous-ness, n.

Strephon, n., a lover, swain. — Fr. Strephon, the

shepherd lover in Sir Philip Sydney's Arcadia.

strepitoso, adj., noisy (musical direction). — It.,

formed fr. L. strepitus, 'noise'. See next word.

strepitous, adj., noisy. — Formed with suff. -ous

(as if fr. ModL. *strepitdsus), fr. L. strepitus,

'noise', fr. strepere, 'to make a noise, rattle,

roar', which is of imitative origin. Cp. L. stertd-

re, 'to snore', and see stertorous. Cp. also ON.

prapt, 'chattering, garrulity', Icel. prefa, 'to

quarrel', OE. lirwft, 'quarrel', which are also

imitative; see obstreperous.

strepto-, before a vowel strept-, combining form

meaning 'twisted', as in Streptococcus. — Gk.

(TxpETTXo-, (TxpETTX-, ft. (jxp£7rx6(;, 'casy to

bend, pliant', verbal adj. of uxpEcpew, 'to turn,

twist', <ixp09Yi, 'a turning, twisting', axpdcpo?,

'twisted band'. See strophe and cp. words there

referred to.

Streptococcus, n., a genus of bacteria of the fam-

ily Coccaceae (bacterial.) — Medical L., coined

by Albert Theodor Billroth, a Viennese surgeon

(1829-94), fr. strepto- and Gk. xoxxo?, 'kernel,

berry'. See coccus.

streptomycm, n., an antibiotic drug first isolated

by the American microbiologist Selman Abra-

ham Waksman (bom in 1888) in 1944. — Coin-

ed fr. strepto-, Gk. [iiixTji;, 'fungus' (see myco-),

and suff. -in.

Streptoneura, n. pi., a subclass of moUusks (zool.)

— ModL., lit. '(animals) with twisted nerves',

compounded of strepto- and Gk. vsupov, 'nerve'.

See neuro-.

stress, tr. v. — ME. stressen, fr. MF. estrecier, fr.

OF., fr. VL. *strictidre, freq. formed fr. sirictus,

pp. ofstringere, 'to draw tight' ; see strii^ent. In

some meanings the verb stress is aphetic for

distress, in some it derives directly fr. stress, n.

Cp. strain, 'to stretch'.

Derivative: stress-er, n.

stress, n.— ME. stresse, aphetic for distresse. See

distress. See also stress, v. For a similar aphesis

cp. splay, sport, stain.

Derivatives: stress-ful, adj., stress-ful-ly, adv.,

stress-less, adj., stress-less-ness, n.

stretch, tr. and intr. v. — ME. strecchen, fr. OE.

streccan, rel. to Dan. strsekke, Swed. strdcka,

OFris. strekka, OHG. strecchan, MLG., MDu.,

OHG., MHG., G. strecken, Du. strekken, 'to

stretch', prop, 'to make straight'. Cp. MHG.
strac, G. strack, 'straight' and E. straight, strag-

gle, strake.



Derivatives: stretch, n., stretch-er, n., stretch-y,

adj., stretch-i-ness, n.

stretto, n., part of a fugue in which the answer

crowds upon the subject (music). — It., from

the adj. stretto, 'drawn tightly', fr. L. strictus,

pp. of stringere. See stringent and cp. strict.

strew, tr. v. — ME. strewen, strowen, fr. OE.
streowian, streawian, strewian, 'to scatter', rel.

to OS. stroian, ON. strd, Dan. stre, Swed. stro,

MDu. struwen, strouwen, strooyen, Du. strooien,

OHG. strewen, MHG. strouwen, G. streuen,

Goth, straujan, fr. I.-E. base *ster-, *stor, *str-,

'to spread out, extend, strew', whence also OI.

strndti, strnoti, starati, 'strews, scatters', Gk.
CTOpvuvai, (JTopevvuvaL, (TTpcovvuvai, 'to

spread out', axpcofAa, 'bedclothes, mattress',

prop, 'anything spread out', L. sternere (pp.

stratus), 'to spread out, stretch out', struere, 'to

put together, construct'. See stratum and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also strand, 'shore',

strath, straw, stray.

Derivatives: strew, n., strew-er, n.

stria, n., a narrow stripe, groove. — L., 'furrow,

channel', cogn. with Du. striem, OHG. strimo,

MHG. strieme, streime, G. Strleme, 'stripe,

streak', and prob. rel. to L. striga, 'stroke, stripe,

furrow', strigilis, 'scraper', stringere, 'to draw

tight'.See stringent andcp.wordsthere referred to.

striate, adj., striped, variegated.— L. striatus, pp.

of stridre, 'to groove, flute', fr. stria. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: striate-Iy, adv.

striate, tr. v., to mark with striae. — L. striatus,

pp. of stridre. See striate, adj.

Derivatives: striat-ed, adj., striat-ion, n.

striature, n., striation. — L. stridtHra, fr. striatus,

pp. of stridre. See striate, adj., and -ure.

strick, n., a bunch of tibers.— ME. stric, prob. of

Dutch or LG. origin. Cp. MDu. stric, Du. strik,

MLG. strik, 'knot, noose, rope', which are rel.

to OFris. strik, OHG., MHG. stric, 'knot,

noose, rope', G. Strick, 'rope' (whence OHG.
stricchan, MHG., G. stricken, 'to knit'), and to

OE. strician, 'to knit'.

Derivative: strick-er, n.

stricken, archaic pp. of strike.

strickle, n., a stick used for leveling grain.— ME.
striken, fr. OE. stricel, prop, 'an instrument to

strike with'. Cp. MDu. strekel, 'strickle', and see

strike and instrumental suff. -le.

Derivative: strickl-er, n.

strict, adj. — L. strictus, 'drawn tightly', pp. of

stringere. See stringent and cp. strait, adj., which

is a doublet of strict.

Derivatives: strict-ly, adv., strict-ness, n.,

stricture (q.v.)

stricture, n., criticism. — L. strictura, 'contrac-

tion', fr. strictus, pp. of stringere. See prec. word
and -ure.

Derivative: strictur-ed, adj.

stridden, pp. of stride. — OE. gestriden, pp. of

stridan. See next word.

stride, n. — ME., fr. OE. stride, rel. to MLG.
strede, 'stride', Dan., Swed. strid, Du. strijd,

OHG., MHG. strit, G. Streit, 'fight, contention,

combat', and to ON. strldr, 'strong, hard, stub-

born, severe'. These words prob. meant orig.

'stubbornness, opposition, resistance' (cp. the

meaning of ON. strldr), and derive fr. I.-E. base

*ster-, 'strong, firm, stiff, rigid', whence also OE.
starian, 'to look fixedly at'. See stare.

stride, intr. and tr. v. — ME. striden, fr. OE.
stridan, 'to stride, step', rel. to MLG. striden, 'to

straddle', OS. strldian, ON. strida, Dan. stride,

Swed. strida, 'to fight',Du. strijden, OHG. stritan,

MHG. striten, G. streiten, 'to fight, struggle,

contend', and to OE. stride, 'stride'. See stride,

n.

Derivatives: strid-er, n., strid-ing-ly, adv.

stridence, stridency, n.— Formed from next word
with sutr. -ce, resp. -cy.

strident, adj., harsh-sounding.— L. strldens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of strldere, 'to make a shrill or

creaking sound, whizz, buzz', from the imitative

base *strid-; cp. stridulate. Cp. the collateral

base *{s)trig-, whence Gk. Tpii^eiv, 'to utter a

shrill cry', (TTpty?, (Txpt^, (JtXi;, 'owl', lit. 'the

screeching bird'. Cp. Strix, trismus and the sec-

ond element in Amphitrite.

Derivative: strident-ly, adv.

stridliana, n., property belonging to a woman
(Hindu law). — OI. siri-dhdna-, 'woman's prop-

erty', fr. stri, 'woman', and dhdnam, 'booty, pos-

session, property'. The first element prob. derives

from the I.-E. reflexive base *s(w)edh-, 'made

one's own'. See sui. For the second element see

dhan.

stridulate, intr. v., to produce a creaking noise.—
Formed with verbal suff'. -ate fr. L. stridulus,

'creaking', fr. stridere. See strident and -ule.

Derivatives: stridulat-ion, n., stridulat-or, n.

stridulent, adj., creaking. — Formed with suff'.

-ent fr. L. stridulus, 'creaking'. See strident.

stridulous, adj., making a creaking sound. — L.

stridulus, 'creaking', fr. strldere. See strident. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives : stridulous-ly, adv., stridulous-ness,

n.

strife, n. — ME. strif, fr. OF. estrif, estrit, 'con-

tention, strife, effort', which is of Teut. origin.

Cp. OHG. strit, 'fight, combat, quarrel', stritan,

'to fight, combat, contend', and see stride (q.v.)

Cp. also strive.

striga, n., bristle, hairlike scale (bot.)— L. striga,

'stroke, stripe, furrow'; rel. to strigilis, 'scraper',

stringere, 'to draw tight', stria, 'furrow, chan-

nel'. See stria and cp. strigil.

strigil, n., an instrument for scraping the skin.—
L. strigilis, 'scraper', rel. to striga, 'stroke, stripe,

furrow'. See prec. word.

Derivative: strigill-ation, n.

strigose, adj., covered with bristles (bot.) —
ModL. strigdsus, fr. L. striga. See striga and adj.

suff. -ose.

strigous, adj., strigose. — ModL. strigdsus. See

prec. word and -ous.

strike, tr. and intr. v. — ME. striken, 'to strike,

stroke, rub', fro OE. strican, 'to move, stroke,

rub', rel. to ON. strykva, 'to stroke', OFris.

strika, MDu. streken, Du. strijken, 'to smooth,

stroke, rub', OHG. strihhan, MHG. stricken,

G. streichen, of s.m., MHG., G. streich, Goth.
striks, 'stroke', and cogn. with L. striga, 'stroke,

stripe, furrow', strigilis, 'scraper', stria, 'furrow,

channel', stringere, 'to draw tight'. See stringent

and cp. streak, strickle, stroke.

Derivatives : j/r/'/ce, n., strik-er, n., strik-ing, adj.

and n., strik-ing-ly, adv., strik-ing-ness, n.

string, n. — ME. streng, string, fr. OE. streng,

'string of a bow or harp, cord, rope, sinew', rel.

to ON. strengr, Dan. streng, Swed. Strang, MDu.
strenge, stringe, Du. streng, OHG. Strang,

MHG. strange, stranc, G. Strang, 'rope, cord',

and cogn. with L. stringere, 'to draw tight'. See

stringent.

Derivatives: string, tr. v., string-ed, adj., string-

er, n., string-y, adj., string-i-ness, n., string-less,

adj.

stringency, n. — Formed fr. stringent with suff.

-cy.

stringendo, adv. and adj., increasing the tempo
(musical direction). — It., fr. L., abl. of the ger-

und of stringere, 'to draw tight'. See next word.

stringent, adj. — L. stringens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of stringere, 'to draw tight, to draw, bind

or press together; to draw from the sheath; to

check, restraint'. According to Walde-Hofmann,
LE'W., II, pp. 604-605, in L. stringere, two,

originallydistinct, verbs seem to have merged : 1)

one cogn. with L. striga, 'stroke, stripe, furrow',

strigilis, 'scraper', stria, 'furrow, channel', Gk.
CT-rpiy^, gen. axpi-fydz, 'row, line', OE. stri-

can, 'to rub, move', Goth, striks, G. Streich, 'a

stroke', OSlav. striga, stristi, 'to shear', OPruss.

strigli, 'thistle'; see strike and cp. stria, striga,

strigil, strike; 2) the other verb derives fr. earlier

"strengere and is cogn. with Gk. OTpay?, gen.

OTTpaYY^i;, 'a drop', lit. 'that which is squeezed

out', CTTpayYo?, 'twisted, crooked' ; flowing drop
by drop", OTpxYyaXir), 'halter', axpaYyaXtl^stv,

<^T:p'3.y{a.'KQ\Jy, 'to twist, strangle', CTTpOYyjXo!;,

'twisted, round',MIr. srengim,'! pull, draw.drag',

Ir. sreangaim, 'I tear, drag', sreang, 'string, rope',

Lett, stringt, 'to become tight', OE. streng, ON.
strengr, 'string of a bow or harp, rope, sinew',

OE. Strang, ON. strangr, 'strong, severe'. Cp.
astringe, astringent, constrain, v., constrict, dis-

train, distress, district, estrangelo, obstriction,

prestige, restrain, restrict, strain, v., strait,

strand, 'fiber', strangle, strangulate, stress, stret-

to, strict, stricture, strii^, strong, strongyle. For
the ending of stringent see suff. -ent.

Derivatives: stringent-ly, adv., stringent-ness, n.

strip, tr. v., to remove the covering or clothing of;

to tear off; intr. v., to take off all clothing—
ME. stripen, strepen, fr. OE. -str^pan in bestrf-

stroke

pan, 'to plunder', rel. to MDu. (= Du.) stropen,

'to strip off; to ramble about plundering', OHG.
stroufen, MHG. streifen, stroufen, 'to strip off,

plunder', G. streifen, 'strip off, touch upon; to

ramble, roam, rove'.

Derivatives: stripp-er, n., stripp-ing, n.

strip, n., a narrow piece. — Derived fr. strip, v.;

influenced in meaning by stripe.

Derivative: stripling (q.v.)

stripe, n. — ME., prob. fr. MDu. stripe (Du.

streep), 'stripe, streak', which is rel. to LG.
stripe, Dan. stribe, MHG. strife, G. Streifen,

'stripe', MLG., MDu. stripen, MHG., G. strei-

fen, 'to glide', and cogn. with Olr. sriab (fr.

*streibd-), 'stripe'.

Derivatives: stripe, tr. v., strip-ed, adj., strip-y,

adj., strip-i-ness, n.

stripling, n., a youth. — Formed fr. strip, n.,

with dimin suff. -ling.

strive, intr. v. — ME. striven, fr. OF. estriver, 'to

contend, strive', fr. estrif, 'contention, strife,

effort'. See strife.

Derivative: striv-er, n.

Strix, n., a genus of owls (ornithol.) — L. strix,

fr. Gk. CT-rpi^, axply^, 'an owl', lit. 'a screech-

ing bird', from the imitative base *strig-, a

collateral form of base *strid-, whence L.

stridere, 'to make a shrill sound, whiz, buzz'.

See strident.

strobic, adj., resembling a top. — Formed with

adj. suff' -ic fr. Gk. aTp6(3o(;, 'a twisting round'.

See strobile.

strobiia, n., 1) a stage in the life of a jellyfish; 2)

a segmented tapeworm. — ModL., fr. Gk.
axpoPtX?], 'a plug of lint twisted into an oval

shape like a pine cone', fr. aTp6ptXoi;, 'pine

cone'. See strobile.

strobilaceous, adj., resembling a cone; producing

strobiles, — A hybrid word formed fr. Gk.
CTTpopiX?), 'pine cone' (see prec. word), and

-aceous, a suff. of Latin origin.

strobilation, n., reproduction by division (as in

tapeworms, etc.) — A hybrid coined fr. strobiia

and -ation, a suff. of Latin origin.

strobile, n., pine cone. — Late L. strobilus, fr. Gk.
(JTp6|itXoi;, 'anything twisted; whirlwind; pine

cone', fr. <7Tp6poq, 'a twisting or whirling

round', which stands in gradational relation-

ship to CTxpepXo!;, 'twisted', axpapo?, 'squin-

ting', CTTp^oeiv, 'to turn'. See strophe.

stroboscope, n., an instrument for studying pe-

riodic motion. — Compounded of Gk. dxpo-

jJo!;, 'a twisting or whirling round', and -oxo-

7TL0V, fr. oxoTTEiv, 'to look at, examine'. See

prec. word and -scope.

strode, past tense of stride. — ME. strod, fr. OE.
strdd, past tense of stridan. See stride.

stroke, tr. v. — ME. straken, stroken, fr. OE.
strdcian, 'to stroke', in gradational relationship

to OE. strican, 'to move, stroke, rub'. See strike.

Derivatives: strok-er, n., strok-ing, adj., strok-

ing-ly, adv.



stroke

stroke, n. — ME. strak, stroke, strok, stroke,

rel. to MLG. strek, MHG., G. streich, Goth.

striks, 'stroke', and to OE. strdcian. See stroke,

V.

stroU, intr. v., 1) to walk idly; 2) to rove. — Fr.

earlier G. strollen, 'to stroll about', which is rel.

to G. strolchen, Swiss. G strolen, 'to stroll

about', Strolch, 'a tramp, vagabond'.

Derivatives: stroll, n., strolt-er, n.

stroma, n., the supporting framework of an organ

(anat.) — L. stroma, 'bedcovering, coverlet', fr.

Gk. aTpoi(/.a, which is cogn. with OI. stdri-man-,

'spreading out, extension', L. strdmen, 'straw',

lit. 'that which is spread out' ; see stratum and

cp. stramineous.

Derivative: stromat-ic, adj.

stromeyerite, n., a silver copper sulfide {mineral.)

— Named after the German chemist Friedrich

Stromeyer (1776-1835). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

strong, adj. and adv. — ME., fr. OE. Strang,

'strong, rigorous, severe', rel. to ON. strangr,

Dan. streng, Swed. Strang, of s.m., Du streng,

'strict, rigorous', OHG. strong, strangi, 'strong,

bold, hard', MHG. strenge, G. streng, 'strict,

rigorous', and cogn. with L. stringere, 'to

draw tight'. See stringent. Cp. also string.

Derivative: strong-ly, adv.

strongyle, n., any of an order of roundworms

{zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. CTTpoyyuXoi;, 'twisted,

round', which stands in gradational relationship

to CTTpayTo;, 'twisted, crooked; flowing drop

by drop', CTTpdyS, gen. a-rpayY'^';. 'a drop', lit.

'that which is squeezed', aTpayYa^'^^^'i'. CfTpay-

yaXouv, 'to twist, strange', and is cogn. with L.

stringere, 'to draw tight'. See stringent and

words there referred to and cp. esp. estrangeio.

strongylosis, n., a disease due to roundworms in

the intestines (jned.) — Medical L., formed fr.

strongyle with suff. -osis.

strontia, n., strontium monoxide (chem.) —
ModL. See strontium,

strontian, n., 1) strontianite; 2) strontia; 3) stron-

tium. See strontium and -ian.

strontianite, n., native strontium carbonate SrCOj

(mineral.)— See next word and subst. suff. -ite.

strontium, n., name of a light metallic element

{chem.) — ModL., coined by the English

chemist Sir Humphry Davy (1778-1829) fr.

Strontian in Argyllshire, Scotland, where it was

first found in 1787 (by Cruikshank).

Derivatives: stront-ic, stront-it-ic, adjs.

strop, n. — ME. strop, fr. OE. stropp. See strap.

Derivative: strop, tr. v.

strophanthin, n., a bitter, poisonous crystalline

glucoside.— Formed from next word with suff.

-in.

Strophanthus, n., a genus of tropical plants (hot.)

— ModL., coined by the Swiss botanist Augus-

tin Pyrame de CandoUe (1778-1821), fr. Gk.

a-rpocpT), 'a turning', and iicv4>o?, 'flower'. See

next word and anther.

strophe, n. — Gk. CTpoyi^, lit. 'a turning, twist-

ing', rel. to (jTp6ipo?, 'cord', axpocpeiii;, 'one of

the vertebrae', aTpo9aXiy^, 'whirl, whirlpool',

aTpsqjsiv, 'to turn, twist', CTTpljxfxa, 'that which

is twisted, a sprain', fr. L-E. base *strebh-, 'to

turn, twist'. Cp. the related base *streb-, whence

Gk. (jTpE|iX6(;, 'twisted', CTTpa|i6;, 'squinting'.

Cp. stremma, strepto-, and the second element

in anastrophe, antistrophe, apostrophe, cata-

strophe, epistrophe, monostrophe, boustrophe-

don, Ommastrephes. Cp. also strabismus, stro-

bile. Cp. also strap.

Derivatives: stroph-ic, stroph-ic-al, adjs., stroph-

ic-al-ly, adv.

Stroud, n., a coarse woolen blanket. — Named
after Stroud, in Gloucestershire.

strove, past tense of strive. — Formed fr. strive

on analogy of drove, past tense of drive.

strow, tr. V. — ME. strowen, fr. OE. streawian;

an archaic var. of strew,

struck, past tense and pp. o^ strike.— Formed fr.

strike, prob. on analogy of stuck.

structure, n. — ME., fr. L. structura, 'a fitting

together, adjustment, construction', fr. structus,

pp. of struere, 'to pile up, join together, build,

fabricate, make' (whence strues, 'heap'), which

is cogn. with Goth, straujan, OE. streawian,

streawian, strewian, 'to strew". See strew and

-ure and cp. construct, construction, construe,

destroy, destruction, industry, instruct, instruc-

tion, instrument, obstruct, obstruction, obstru-

ent.

Derivatives: structure, tr. v., structur-al, adj.,

structur-al-ly, adv., structur-ed, adj., structure-

less, adj., structure-less-ness, n., structure-ly,

adv., structurist (q.v.)

structurist, n., a builder. — A hybrid formed fr.

L. structHra (see prec. word) with -ist, a suff. of

Greek origin.

strudel, n., a kind of pastry. — G. Strudel, lit.

'eddy, whirlpool', in gradational relationship. to

OHG. stredan, 'to bubble, boil," whirl, eddy',

and cogn. with Gk. piS-o; (for *srodhos), 'roar

of waves', fr. I.-E. *sr-et-, enlargement of base

*ser-, 'to flow'. See stream and cp. words there

referred to.

struggle, intr. v. — ME. struglen, of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives: struggle, n., struggl-er, n., struggl-

ing, adj., struggl-ing-ly, adv.

Struldbnig, n., people who never die, but after

the age of eighty become senile and entirely

useless. — Coined by Jonathan Swift (1667-

1745) in his Gulliver's Travels (1726).

Derivatives: Struldbrug-ian, adj., Struldbrug-

ism, n.

strum, intr. and tr. v., to thrum. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. thrum and drum.

Derivative: strum, n.

struma, n., 1) scrofula; 2) goiter; small swelling

of an organ (hot.) — L. struma, 'a scrofulous

tumor', of uncertain etymology.

strumatic, adj., scrofulous. — Formed from prec.

word with 2nd suff. -atic.

Strumella, n., a genus of fungi (bot.) — ModL.,
dimin. formed fr. L. strHma, 'a swelling'. See

struma and -ella.

strumose, adj., strumous. — L. strQmdsus, fr.

struma, 'a swelling, tumor'. See struma and adj.

suff. -ose.

strumous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

struma. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. struma.

See struma and cp. prec. word.

strumpet, n., a prostitute. — ME. strompet,

strumpet, of uncertain origin.

strung, past tense and pp. of the verb string. —
See string.

strut, intr. v., to walk pompously. — ME. strou-

ten, 'to swell out, strut', fr. OE. strutian, 'to

stand stiffly, be rigid', rel. to Dan. strutte,

strude, Swed. strutta, MHG., G. strotzen, 'to be

puffed up, be swelled', LG. strutt, 'rigid', MHG.
striuzen, 'to contend, resist'. ME. strout, MHG.
stru5, G. Straufi, 'fight'. All these words are

traceable to I.-E. base *ster-, 'strong, firm, stiff,

rigid', whence also OE. starian, 'to look fixedly

at'. See stare and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: strut, n., the act of strutting,

strutt-er, n., strutl-ing, n. and adj., strutt-ing-ly,

adv.

strut, n., a prop, stay. — Rel. to LG. strutt,

'rigid', and, accordingly, to prec. word.

Struthio, n., a genus of birds, the ostrich (zool.)

— L. struthio, 'ostrich', fr. Gk. axpouS^itov, 'os-

trich', fr. CTTpou^oc, Att. aTpou^oQ, 'bird; os-

trich; sparrow', which prob. stands for *(jTpou-

aS-o? and derives fr. L-E. *trzdos, 'thrush'. See

thrush, the bird, and cp. Turdus. Cp. also the

second element in ostrich.

struvite, n., a hydrous ammonium magnesium

phosphate (mineral.) — Named after the Ger-

man-Russian astronomer Friedrich Georg Wil-

helm von Struve (1793-1864). For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

strychnia, n., strychnine (archaic). — See strych-

nine and 1st -ia.

strychnic, adj., pertaining to strychnine. — See

next word and adj. suff. -ic.

strychnine, strychnin, n. (chem.) — F., formed fr.

L. strychnos, 'nightshade', fr. Gk. CTTpu/vo;, of

s.m., which is of uncertain origin; so called be-

cause it was first found in the plant Strychnos

Ignatii (in 1818).

Derivatives: strychnine, tr. v., strychnin-ism, n.,

strychnin-ize, tr. v., strychnin-iz-ation, n.

stub, n., a stump. — ME. stubbe, stubb, fr. OE.
stubb, stybb, rel. to ON. stubbi, 'stub', stufr,

'stump', and cogn. with Gk. a-zinzoc,, 'stump,

stick', Lett, stupe, stups, 'a used broom', fr.

L-E. base *(s)tup-, 'to strike, cut, hew', whence
also Gk. -ruTiTEtv, 'to beat, strike, tutto^, 'blow'.

See type and cp. stab. Cp. also stubborn.

Derivatives: stub, tr. v., slubb-ed, adj., stubb-er,

n., stubb-ly, adv., stubb-y, adj., stubb-i-ness, n.

study

stubble, n. — ME. stuble, stuhbel, fr. OF. estuble

(F. eteule), fr. Late L. stupula, assimilated fr.

L. stipula, 'stalk, stem, straw, stubble', whence
also MDu. stoppele (Du. stoppel), OHG. stup-

fala (MHG. stupfel, G. Stoppel). It. stoppia,

Proveng. estobla also derive fr. Late L. stupula.

See stipule and cp. etiolate.

Derivatives: stubble, tr. v., stubbl-ed, stubbl-y,

adjs.

stubborn, adj. — ME. stibourne, stoburn, fr. OE.
stubb, stybb; see stub. For sense development cp.

G. storrig, 'stubborn', fr. Storren, 'stump of a

tree, stub'.

Derivatives: stubborn-ly, adv., stubborn-ness, n.

stucco, n., a kind of fine plaster used as a coating

for walls. — It., fr. OHG. stucchi, 'crust, coat-

ing, piece' (whence MHG. stiicke, G. Stuck,

'piece'); rel. to OS. stukki, ON. stykki, OE.
stycce, 'piece', and to E. stock (q.v.)

Derivatives: stucco, tr. v., stucco-er, n.

stuck, past tense and pp. of stick. — Formed
prob. on the analogy of stung, past tense and

pp. of sting. See stick, v.

stud, n., a collection of horses. — ME. stod,

stode, fr. OE. stod, 'stud, herd of horses', rel. to

ON. stod, MLG. stod, OHG., MHG. stuot,

'herd of horses', G. Stute, 'mare', and cogn.

with OSlav. stddo, 'herd', Lith. stodas, 'a drove

of horses'. These words derive fr. I.-E. *stddho-,

an enlargement of base *std-, 'to stand', and

orig. meant 'a standing place for horses'. See

state and cp. steed.

stud, n., peg, nail. — ME. stode, stude, fr. OE.
studu, 'post, buttress', rel. to ON. stod, 'staff,

stick, prop, stay', Swed. stod, 'prop, post', OE.
stow, 'place", MLG., Du. stutten, 'to prop, prop

up, support', OHG. stuzzen (in untarstuzzen),

MHG. stiitzen (in understutzen), G. stiitzen, 'to

prop, stay', and cogn. with Lett, stute, 'a rod, a

broom worn to the stump', Gk. aruXo?, 'pillar'.

All these words are derivatives of I.-E. base

*st(h)du-, *st(h)a-, 'stiff, upright; post, pillar".

See stow and cp. next word.

Derivatives: stud, tr. v., to supply with studs,

studd-er, n., studd-ing, n.

studdle, n., a prop.— ME. stodul, 'sley ofa loom",

fr. OE. stddla, 'a loom', rel. to ON. studill,

'stud, prop, stay', OHG. stuodal, MHG. stuodel,

'post', and to OE. studu, 'post, buttress'. See

prec. word and instrumental suff. -le.

student, n. — L. stddens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

studere, 'to apply oneself to". See study and -ent.

studerite, n., a variety of tetrahedrite (mineral.)

— Named after the Swiss geologist B. Studer

(1794-1887). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

studio, n., artists's workroom. — It., lit. 'study',

fr. L. studium. See study, n.

studious, adj., fond of, or given to, study.— ME.,
fr. L. studiosus, 'devoted to study, assiduous,

zealous', fr. studium. See study, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: studious-ly, adv., studious-ness, n.

study, n. — ME. studie, fr. OF. estudie (F. etude).



study

fr. L. studium, 'application, eagerness, zeal, assi-

duity, study', which is rel. to studere, 'to apply

oneself to, to study'. Studere prob. meant orig.

'to strike at something', whence 'to aim at

something', and is rel. to tundere, 'to beat,

strike'. See stint and words there referred to and

cp. etude. Cp. also stew, 'fishpond'.

study, tr. and intr. v. — ME. studien, fr. OF. es-

tudier (F. etudier), fr. estudie. See study, n.

Derivatives: studi-ed, adj., studi-ed-ly, adv.

stuff, n. — ME. stuffe, stoffe, fr. OF. estoffe (F.

etoffe), 'stuff, material'. The word and its equiv-

alents in the other Romance languages prob.

meant orig. 'silk', i.e. 'stuff that contracts', and

ult. derive fr. Gk. (j-ru9S!.v, 'to contract, draw

together', fr. I.-E. base *stu-bh-, an enlargement

ofbase *si{h)au-, *st(h)u-, 'to condense; stiff, up-

right' ;seesteer,'to direct' .TheGreekoriginofOF.

estoffe and its equivalents is substantiated by the

fact that silk culture (originating in China) was

introduced into Byzantium by Justinian as early

as in 552; see Kluge-Mitzka, EWDS., p. 752.

The derivation of OF. estoffe, etc., fr. L. stuppa,

'tow', occurring in most etymological dictiona-

ries, must be rejected.

Derivatives: stuff, adj., stuff-ing, n., stuff-y, adj.,

stuff-i-ly, adv., stuff-i-ness, n.

stuff, tr. and intr. v. — Late ME., fr. OF. estoffer

(F. etoffer), 'to use material in making (some-

thing), to stuff', which is rel. to, and prob. derives

from estoffe, 'stuff material'. See stuff, n.

Derivative: stuff-ing, n.

stuggy, adj., short; stodgy {dial. E.) — Prob. a

blend of stocky and stodgy.

Stuka, n., a German dive bomber in World War

II. — G. Sturzkampfflugzeug, compounded of

Sturz, 'fair, Kampf, 'battle', and Flugzeug, 'air-

craft'.

stuU, n., a large piece (obsol. or dial.) — Rel. to

OHG. stollo, MHG. stolle, 'prop, support', G.

StoUen (masc), Stolle (fem.), 'prop, support;

loaf-shaped cake', fr. I.-E. base *st(h)e!-, 'to

cause to stand, to place". See stall and cp. words

there referred to.

stultification, n. — See stultify and -ation.

stultify, tr. v., to make foolish. — Late L. stutti-

ficare, formed fr. L. stultus, 'foolish', and -ficdre,

(r./acere, 'to make, do'. The first element is rel.

to L. stolidus, 'slow, dull, obtuse'; see stolid.

For the second element see -fy.

stum, n., unfermented grape juice. — Du. stom,

fr. stom, 'dumb, silent', which is rel. to G.

stumm, of s.m.; see next word. For sense de-

velopment cp. F. vin muet, 'stum', lit. 'dumb

wine'.

stumble, intr. and tr. v. — ME. stomblen, stomlen,

stomelen, stumblen, rel. to ON. stumra.Aial. Dan.

stumie, dial. Swed. stomla, MDu. stommelen,

'to stumble', to OS., OFris., OHG., MHG.
stum, G. stumm, Du. stom, 'dumb, silent', and to

OE. stamer, 'stammering', stamerian, 'to stam-

mer'. See stammer and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: stumble, n., stumbl-er, n., stumbl-

ing, adj., stumbl-ingly, adv., stumbl-y, adj.

stumbling block, n. — First used by Tyndale.

stumer, n., a forged check (slang). — Of un-

known origin.

stump, n., the lower end of a tree.— ME. stompe,

stumpe, rel. to ON. stumpr, Dan., Swed. stump,

MLG. stump, Flemish stump, stomp, Du. stomp,

OHG., MHG., dial. G. stump/, G. Stump,

'stump', Du. stomp, 'blunt, dull', OHG., MHG.
i/Kmp/,'mutilated', G. stumpf, "blant, dull',OHG.

stumbal, MHG. stumbel, 'mutilated', OHG.
stumbal, MHG. stumbel, stummel, G. Stummel,

'a piece cut off', OHG. stumbilon, MHG.
stumbeln, verstumbeln, G. verstummeln, 'to

mutilate'. All these words are derivatives of

I.-E. base *stemb(h)-, 'to crush with the feet',

whence also Gk. aT^iipetv, 'to crush with the

feet, handle roughly, misuse'. See stamp.

Derivatives: stump, tr. and intr. v., and adj.,

stump-er, n., stump-ish, adj., stump-y, adj.

stump, n., roll, or cylinder, of paper. — Flemish

stump, stomp (possibly through the medium of

F. estompe); see F. J. Sense, Dictionary of the

Low-Dutch Element in the English Vocabulary,

p. 484. See stump, 'the lower end of the tree'.

Derivative: stump, tr. v.

stun, tr. v. — ME. stonen, stunen, 'to stun,

astonish', fr. OF. estoner, 'to stun, astonish; to

resound' (whence F. etonner, 'to stun, astonish,

amaze'), fr. VL. *extonare, formed with change

of suff. fr. L. attonare, 'to stun, astonish', fr.

ad- and tondre, 'to thunder'. See 1st ex- and

thunder and cp. astonish.

Derivatives : stun, n., stunn-er, n., stunn-ing, adj.,

stunn-ing-ly, adv.

Stundism, n., the doctrine of the Stundists. —
Russ. shtundism, a hybrid coined fr. shtunda

(see next word) and -ism, a suff. of Greek origin.

Stundist, n., member of a Russian Evangelical

sect. — Russ. shtundist, a hybrid coined fr.

shtunda, 'Stundism', fr. G. Stunde, 'hour, lesson',

and -Ist, a suff. of Greek origin; so called from

their Bible lessons. For the etymology of G.

Stunde see stound.

stung, past tense and pp. of sting.— ME. stungen,

fr. OE. gestungen, pp. of stingan. See sting,

V.

stunk, past tense and pp. of stink.— ME. stunken,

fr. OE. gestuncen, pp. of stincan. See stink.

stunt, adj., stunted (chiefly dial.) — ME., fr. OE.

stunt, 'dull, foolish', in gradational relationship

to stint (q.v.); influenced in meaning by the

related ON. stuttr (assimilated from orig.

*stuntr), 'short, stunted'.

Derivatives: stunt, tr. v., to check the normal

growth of, stunt-ed, adj., stunt-ed-ly, adv.,

stunt-ed-ness, n., stunt-y, adj., 'short'.

stunt, n., a showy performance (slang). — Of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives: stunt, intr. v., stunt-y, adj., showy.

stupa, n., a domelike mound or tower. — OI.
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stupaft, 'tuft of hair; top of the head; tope'. See
next word and cp. tope, 'stupa'.

stupe, n., compress. — L. stiipa, 'tow', fr. Gk.
a-romrrj, which is cogn. with OI. stupaft, 'tuft of
hair; top of the head', stupdb, 'tuft of hair',

st^kd, of s.m. Cp. prec. word. Cp. also Stipa.

Cp. also stop.

Derivative: stupe, tr. v.

stupefacient, adj., stupefying. — L. stupefaciens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of stupefacere. See stupefy

and -ent.

stupefaction, n., the act of stupefying. — See

stupefy and -faction.

stupefactive, adj., stupefying. — Formed with

suff. -ive fr. L. stupefactus, pp. of stupefacere.

See stupefy.

stupefy, tr. v., 1) to stun; 2) to astonish. — F.

stupefier, fr. L. stupefacere, 'to stupefy, benumb',
which is compounded of stupere, 'to be stun-

ned, be stupefied', and facere, 'to make, do'.

See stupid and -fy.

Derivatives: stupefi-ed, adj., stupefi-ed-ness, n.,

stupefi-er, n.

stupendous, adj., amazing.— L. stupendus, 'amaz-

ing', gerundive of stupere, 'to be stunned, be

stupefied' ; see stupid. For E. -ous, as equivalent

to L. -us, see -ous.

stupeous, adj., having long hairs or scales. — L.

stUpeus, 'of tow', fr. stiipa, 'tow'. See stupe and
cp. stupose. For the ending cp. prec. word.

stupid, adj. — MF. (= F.) stupide, fr. L. stupidus,

'amazing, dull, stupid', fr. stupere, 'to be

stunned, be stupefied', which is rel. to stuprum,

'dishonor, disgrace'; fr. l.-E. base *(s)tup-, 'to

strike, cut, hew', whence also Gk. tutttciv, 'to

beat, strike', tutto?, 'blow'. See type and cp.

stupendous, stupefy, stupor, stuprum, styptic. Cp.

also stub.

Derivatives: stupid, n. (colloq.), stupid-ly, adv.,

stupid-ness, n.

stupidity, n. — MF. (= F.) stupidite, fr. L. stupi-

ditdtem, ace. of stupiditds, 'dullness, stupidity',

fr. stupidus. See prec. word and -ity.

stupor, n., torpor, lethargy.— ME., fr. L., 'numb-
ness, dullness', fr. stupere. See stupid and -or.

Derivative: stupor-ous, adj.

stupose, adj., having towlike filaments. — ML.
stuposus, fr. L. stiipa, 'tow'. See stupe and adj.

suff. -ose and cp. stupeous.

stuprum, n., illicit sexual intercourse (law). — L.,

'dishonor, disgrace'. The orig. meaning was
'stupefaction', stuprum being rel. to L. stupere,

'to be stunned, be stupefied'. See stupid and
cp. the second element in masturbate.

sturdy, adj., firm, resolute. — ME. stourdi, 'stub-

bom, sturdy', fr. OF. estourdi (F. etourdi),

'astounded, thoughtless', pp. of estourdir (F.

itourdir), 'to stun, daze, make thoughtless', fr.

VL. *exturdire, 'to be stunned Uke a thrush

drunk with grapes', fr. 1st ex- and L. twdus,

'thrush'. Cp. It. stordire, earlier Sp. estordir

(whence, with change of pref., Sp. atordir), 'to

sty

stun, daze, stupefy', which also derive fr. VL.
*extordlre. See Turdus and words there referred

to. For sense development cp. It. tordo, 'thrush

;

silly', Gk. v.uifQXEgoc, TiljIkriC:, 'more foolish

than a thrush'.

Derivatives: sturdi-ly, adv., sturdi-ness, n.

sturdy, n., gid (a disease of sheep). — MF. es-

tourdie, 'giddiness', fr. OF., prop. fem. pp. of

estourdir, 'to stun', used as a noun. See sturdy,

adj.

sturgeon, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) esturgeon, fr.

Prankish *sturjo, which is rel. to OS., OHG.
sturio, MHG. store, sture, G. Star, MDu. store,

store, Du. steur, OE. styria, ON. styrja. These

Teut. words are cognate with OPruss. esketres,

Lith. ersketras, Russ. osetr, 'sturgeon'. Cp. ML.
sturio. It. storione, OProvenf. esturjon, Sp. es-

turidn, 'sturgeon', which also are Teut. loan

words. Cp. also sterlet.

sturine, sturin, n., a protamine from the sperm of

sturgeons (biochem.) — Coined with chem.
suff. -ine, -in, from the stem of ML. sturio,

'sturgeon'. See prec. word.

Sturm und Drang, name of the period of German
literary romanticism in the late 18th cent. —
G., lit. 'storm and stress', so called from the

title of a romantic drama written by the German
poet Friedrich Maximilian von Klinger (1752-

1831), who gave it this name in 1776 at the sug-

gestion of Christoph Kaufmann. For the ety-

mology of the words Sturm, und and Drang see

storm, and, throng.

sturnoid, adj., like the starlings. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. sturnus, 'starling', and Gk. -osiStji;,

'like', fr. sISo?, 'form, shape'. See Sturnus

and -old.

Sturnus, n., a genus of birds, the starling (orni-

thol.) — L. sturnus, 'starling', cogn. with Gk.
SaTpaXoi; (Hesychius), OE. stser, ON. stari,

'starling', OPruss. starnite, 'gull'. See starling

and cp. tern.

stuss, n., a gambling game. — Colloquial G.
Stuj3, 'nonsense', fr. Yiddish shtuss, fr. Mish-

naic Heb. sh tath, 'folly, nonsense', which is rel.

to shote , 'fool'. See sot.

stut, intr. and tr. v., to stutter (obsol.) — See

next word.

stutter, intr. and tr. v. — Freq. of stut, fr. Late

ME. stutten, fr. Teut. base *stut-, which stands

in gradational relationship to *staut-, whence
OS. stotan, OHG. stosan, Goth, stautan, 'to

push, thrust'. See stint and cp. stoat, stoss.

Derivatives: stutter, n., stulter-er, n., stutter-ing,

n. and adj. stutter-ing-ly, adv.

sty, intr. v., to go up, ascend (obsol.)— ME. styen,

fr. OE. stigan, rel. to ON., OFris. stiga, MDu.
stighen, OS., OHG. stigan, MHG. stigen, G.
steigen, Goth, steigan, OE. stig, ON. stigr,

OHG. stlg, MHG. Stic, G. Steig, 'path', fr.

Teut. base *stig-, which corresponds to I.-E.

*stlgh-, 'to stride, step, walk, climb', whence OI.

stighnSti, 'mounts, rises, steps', Gk. axeiyei'i.
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'to go; to march in order', 0x1x0?, 'row, line,

rank; verse', nxolyoq, 'row, line, rank'. Alb.

Stek, 'passage, way', OSlav. stignqti, 'to over-

take', slidza, 'path', stigna, 'place', Lith. stalga,

'suddenly', staig-iis, 'hasty', staigytis, 'to hasten,

hurry" (intr.), Lett, steigtis, of s.m., x/!ga, 'path',

Olr. thigaiin, 'I walk', techt, 'arrival', W. taith,

'going, walk, way'. Cp. next word. Cp. also

stair, stile, steps', stirrup. Cp. also acrostic and

words there referred to.

sty, n., enclosure for swine. — ME. stie, fr. OE.

stl, var. stig, rel. to ON. -sti, 'stall', stla, 'sty,

kennel', OHG. stlga, MHG. stige, 'pen for

small cattle', and perh. also to OE. stigan, 'to

ascend'. See prec. word and cp. the first element

in steward.

Derivative: sty, tr. v., to enclose in a sty.

sty, stye, n., swelling on the eyelid. — Back for-

mation from earlier styany (mistaken for the

contraction of sty on eye), fr. OE. st'igend, 'sty

in the eye', from the stem oi stigan, 'to ascend,

rise'. See sty, 'to ascend'.

Stygian, adj., pertaining to the Styx or the nether

world.— L. Stygius, fr. Gk. STiiyio?, 'Stygian',

fr. St'j5, gen. Stuy^?, 'Styx (a river of the

nether world)'. See Styx and -ian.

styl-, form of stylo- before a vowel.

style, n., 1) gnomon; 2) part of the pistil bearing

the stigma (bot.)— GVi. cttuXoi;, 'pillar, column',

rel. to a-u£iv, "to make stiff, erect; to place,

set', fr. I.-E. base *st(h)du-, *st(h)u-, 'stiff, up-

right; post, pillar'. See steer, 'to direct', and cp.

words there referred to.

style, n., pointed instrument for writing,

whence; way of writing or speaking, etc. —
ME. stile, fr. OF. style, stile (F. style), fr. L.

stilus, 'pointed instrument, spike, pale', which

stands for *stoi-lo, *sti-lo-, 'something sharp,

pointed', and is rel. to L. sti-mulus, 'point, goad',

insti-gare, 'to goad, prick'. See stimulus and cp.

2nd stile and stiletto. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in cyclostyle. The spelling style (with y for

orig. i) is due to a confusion of this word with

Gk. cttOXo;, 'pillar' (see style, 'gnomon').

Derivatives: style, tr. and intr. v., styl-er, n.,

styl-ing, n., slyl-ish, adj., styl-ish-ly, adv., styl-

ish-ness, n., stylist, n. (q.v.), stylize (q.v.)

stylet, n., a small pointed instrument. — F.

stylet, fr. MF. stilet, fr. It. stiletto, dimin. of

stilo, 'a pointed instrument". See stiletto.

Stylidium, n., a genus of plants. — ModL.,

formed fr. Gk. a-rSkoc,, 'pillar', and dimin.

suff. -idium. See style, 'pillar'.

styliform, adj., having the form of a style. —
Formed fr. style, 'pointed instrument", and L.

forma, 'form, shape". See form, n.

stylist, n. — Formed with suff. -ist fr. L. stilus, 'a

pointed instrument'. See style, 'pointed instru-

ment'.

Derivatives ; i/y/fiZ-fc, adj., stylist-ic-al-ly, adv.

stylite, n., an ascetic living on the top of a pillar.

Eccles. Gk. aTOXfxY)?, formed fr. wtuXoi;,
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'pillar', with suff. -f-rri?. See style, 'gnomon',

and subst. suff. -ite.

stylize, tr. v. — Formed on analogy of G. stili-

sieren, fr. L. stilus, 'pointed instrument', and

suff. -ize. See style, 'pointed instrument'.

stylo, n. — Abbreviation of stylograph.

stylo-, before a vowel styl-, combining form mean-

ing'pillar', as in stylobate.— Gk. a-riiXo-, a-cuk-,

fr. tsxiJXo;, 'pillar'. See style, 'gnomon'.

stylo-, before a vowel styl-, combining form mean-

ing 'sharp, pointed', as in stylograph. — Fr. L.

stylus, incorrect spelling for stilus, 'a pointed

instrument'. See style, 'pointed instrument'.

stylobate, n., a base for two or more columns. —
Late L. stylohates, fr. Gk. axuXopaxT)?, 'base

of a column', which is compounded of axijXo?,

'pillar, column', and -PaxT).;, from the stem of

patvsiv, 'to go'. See style, 'gnomon', and base,

n.

Stylochus, n., a genus ofworms {zool.)— ModL.,

lit. 'bearing a style', fr. 1st stylo- and Gk. 6x6?

'holding', from the stem of 6xeiv, 'to bear,

carry', which stands in gradational relationship

to EX^'^' ^^° have, hold'. See hectic and cp.

epoch,

stylograph, n., a kind of fountain pen. — Com-

pounded of 1st stylo- and Gk. -Tpa90(;, fr.

ypaijjEiv, 'to write'. See -graph.

Derivatives : stylograph-ic, stylograph-ic-al, adjs.,

stylograph-ic-al-ly, adv., stylograph-y, n.

styloid, adj., styliform; pertaining to certain

pointed processes of bones (anat.) — Medical L.

styloideus, fr. Gk. axOXoEiS-yjc , 'resembling a

pillar', coined by Galen fr. oxuXoi;, 'pillar', and

-oEiSri;, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'; see

style, 'gnomon', and -old and cp. Joseph HyrtI,

Onomatologia Anatomica, p. 499.

Stylops, n., a genus of insects (zool.)— ModL., a

hybrid coined fr. L. stilus, 'something pointed',

and Gk. w'l, gen. wtto;, 'eye', from L-E. base

*oq^'-, 'eye'. See -ops.

Stylosanthes, n., a genus of plants of the pea

family (hot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

ax'jAo?, 'pillar", and av&oq, 'flower". See style,

'gnomon', and anther,

stylus, n., an instrument for writing. — L. stilus,

inexactly spelled stylus. See style, 'pointed in-

strument'.

stymie, stimy, n., position of a player's ball be-

tween the opponent's ball and the hole (golf)—
The orig. meaning was 'inability to see clearly'.

Cp. earlier E. styme, 'flicker, glimmer' (in not to

see a styme), which is of uncertain origin ;
ap-

plied figuratively to a random shot.

Styphella, n., a genus of plants of the epacris

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. <Tx-j(peX6?,

'rough'; so called in allusion to the rough

hairs of the corolla tube. Gk. CTTiJ9eX6; derives

fr. axicpEiv, 'to contract, be astringent',

whence also <TX'J'^i.g, 'contraction'. See next

word and Ist -ia.

styptic, adj., checking bleeding, astringent. — L.
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stypticus, fr. Gk. oxuttxixo?, from the stem of

axi39Ew, 'to contract, be astringent', fr. I.-E.

base *stu-bh-, 'to strike, cut, hew'. Cp. the relat-

ed base *(s)tup-, whence Gk. xuTtxeiv, 'to

strike'. See type and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: styptic, n., styptic-al, adj., styptic-

ity, n.

Styracaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the storax

family. — ModL., formed fr. Styrax with suff.

-aceae.

styracaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Styrax, n., a genus of trees yielding a fragrant

resin (bot.) — L. styrax, storax, fr. Gk. axupa^,

'styrax', fr. Heb. tzori, 'resin of the lentisk and

of the terebinth'. The Greek form of the word is

due to the influence of Gk. axupaS, 'shaft of a

lance'. Cp. storax.

styrene,n., a colorless hydrocarbon, CgH, (chem.)

— Formed with suff. -ene from Styrsm; so

called because found in liquid storax.

Styx, n., a river of the nether world.— L., fr. Gk.
Sx65, gen. Sxuy6i;, lit. 'the horrible', rel. to

tjx65, 'chill, frost; hatred, abhorrence', oxoyEtv,

'to hate, abhor' (orig. 'to shudder with cold'),

<TxuYv6<;, 'hated, abhorred', and cogn. with

Russ. istygnut', stugnut', 'to freeze'. Cp.—with

-rf-formative element—OSlav. studU, 'cold'.

suable, adj. — Formed from the verb sue with

suff. -able.

Derivatives: suabil-ity, n., suabl-y, adv.

Suaeda, n., a genus of plants, the sea blite (bot.)

— Arab, suwdyd, 'blackish', standing for usdy-

wid, dimin. of dswad, 'black', fr. sdwida, 'was

black'. Cp. Sudan.

suasion, n., persuasion. — ME. suasioun, fr. L.

sudsid, gen. -dnis, fr. sudsus, pp. of suddere, 'to

advise, recommend, persuade', which is rel. to

sudvis, 'sweet'. See suave and -ion and cp.

dissuasion, persuasion.

suasive, adj., persuasive. — Formed with suff.

-ive fr. L. sudsus, pp. o{ suddere. See prec. word.

Derivatives; suasive, n., suasive-ly, adv., sua-

sive-ness, n.

suave, adj., smoothly polite, bland, gracious. —
MF. (= F.), fr. L. sudvis, 'sweet, pleasant, agree-

able', which stands for *swddwis, and is cogn.

with 01. svddutj, 'sweet', Gk. ^jSuc (Dor. aSu?),

'sweet, pleasant, agreeable', r;8ovr], 'pleasure',

OS. swoti, OE. swete, 'sweet'. See sweet and cp.

soave.

Derivatives: suave-ly, adv., suave-ness, n.

suavity, n. — ME. suavitee, fr. MF. (= F.) sua-

vite, fr. L. sudvitdtem, ace. of sudvitds, 'sweet-

ness', fr. sudvis. See prec. word and -ity.

sub, n. (colloq.)— Short for subaltern, submarine,

subscription, substitute, etc.

sub, prep., under. — L. See sub-.

sub-, pref. of Latin origin meaning 'under'. —
Sub- regularly becomes sue- before c, suf- before

/, sug- before g, and sup- before p. It often be-

comes sum- before m and sur- before r. It is

simplified to su- before sp. Before c, p and t it

sometimes has the form sus- (for subs-, an ear-

lier form of sub-). — L. sub-, etc., fr. sub (for

*sup), 'under, below, beneath', rel. to Oscan
cuTt, Umbr. su, 'under', and cogn. with OI. lipa,

'near, imder, up to, on', Gk. i^tto, 'under,

below', Goth, uf, 'under', Olr. fo, W. guo-,

Gaul. V0-, ve-, 'under', Goth, iup, ON., OE. upp,

'up, upward', Hitt. up-zi, 'rises' (said of the

sun). All these words derive fr. I.-E. base *upo-,

'from below', whence arose the meanings 'turn-

ing upward, upward; up, over, beyond'. See up

and cp. supine, sum, summary, summit, soutane

and the first element in surge and in Upanishad;

cp. also hypo-. Fr. I.-E. base *upo- developed

the comparative *uper-, *uperi-, 'over, above,

beyond', whence OI. updri, 'over, above, be-

yond', Gk. UTiEp, L. super, 'over, above, beyond'.

For sense development cp. L. altus, which unites

the meanings 'high' and 'deep'. See over and cp.

super-, supra-, hyper-. Cp. also subter-. Cp. also

opal.

subabdominal, adj., that which is beneath the ab-

domen. — Formed fr. sub- and abdominal.

subacid, adj., moderately acid. — L. subacidus,

'sourish'. See sub- and acid.

Derivatives: subacid-ity, n., subacid-ly, adv.,

subacid-ness, n.

subacute, adj., moderately acute. — Formed fr.

sub- and acute.

subaerial, adj
.
, situated on the surface of the earth.

— Lit. 'under the air', used in the sense of

'under the sky' ; formed fr. sub- and aerial.

Derivative: subaerial-ly, adv.

subagency, n. — Formed fr. sub- and agency.

subagent, n., a person employed by an agent. —
Formed fr. sub- and agent.

subah, n., a province or division of the Mogul
Empire (India). — Hind, subah, fr. Pers. ^uba',

'collection ; collection of districts, province', fr.

Arab, fuba'', 'collection'.

subahdar, subadar, n., governor of a subah; vice-

roy (India) — Hind., fr. Pers. suba^ddr, lit.

'holder of a subah', fr. suba , 'province', and

-ddr, 'holder, possessor". For the first element

see subah, for the second see aumildar and cp.

words there referred to.

subaltern, adj., subordinate; n. (chiefly British), a

subaltern officer. — F. subalterne, fr. Late L.

subalternus, fr. sub- and L. alternus, 'one after

the other', fr. alter, 'the other (of two)'. See

alternate.

Derivatives: subaltern-ate, adj. and n., subal-

tern-ation, n., subaltern-ity, n.

subaquatic, adj., partly aquatic. — Formed fr.

sub- and aquatic.

subaqueous, adj., situated, or to be used, under

water. — Formed fr. sub- and aqueous.

subarctic, adj., pertaining to the region contigu-

ous to the Arctic.— Formed fr. sub- and arctic.

subaudition, n., the understanding of something

not expressed in words. — Late L. subauditid,

gen. -dnis, fr. subaudltus, pp. of subaudlre, 'to
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understand a word omitted', fr. sub- and L. au-

dlre, 'to hear'. See audition,

subaural, adj., situated below the ear. — Formed

fr. sub- and aural, 'pertaining to the ear'.

subaxillary, adj., 1) situated beneath the armpit;

2) situated beneath the axil (bot.) — Formed

fr. sub- and axillary,

subcaudal, adj., situated beneath the tail (zool.)

— Formed fr. sub- and caudal,

subclavian, adj., situated beneath the clavicle. —
Formed fr. sub- and L. cldvis, 'key'. See clavicle

and -ian.

subconscious, adj. — Formed fr. sub- and con-

scious.

Derivatives: subconscious, n., subconscious-ly,

adv. , subconscious-ness, n.

subcutaneous, adj., situated, or applied, beneath

the skin. — Formed fr. sub- and cutaneous.

Derivative: subcutaneous-ly, adv.

subdeacon, n. — Formed fr. sub- and deacon, on

analogy of Late L. subdidconus.

Derivatives: subdeacon-ate, n., subdeacon-ess,

n., subdeacon-ry, n.

subdititious, adj., secretly substituted. — L. sub-

diticius, fr. subditus, pp. of subdere, 'to substi-

tute', lit. 'to place under', fr. sub- and dare, 'to

give'. See date, 'point of time'. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

subdivide, tr. and intr. v., to divide again. — Late

L. subdividere, fr. sub- and L. dlvidere, 'to di-

vide'. See divide,

subdivisible, adj.— Formed fr. sub- and divisible,

subdivision, n. — Late L. suhdivisid, gen. -dnis, fr.

subdivisus, pp. of subdividere. See subdivide and

-ion.

subdolous, adj., sly, crafty. — L. subdolus, fr.

sub- and dolus, 'guile, deceipt, deception'. See

dole, 'guile', and cp. sedulous. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives : subdolous-ly, adv. , subdolous-ness,n.

subdominant, n., the fourth note of the scale

(mus.) — Formed fr. sub- and dominant,

subduce, tr. v., to take away. — L. subducere, 'to

draw away, withdraw, remove', lit. 'to lead or

draw from under', fr. sub- and ducere, 'to lead'.

See duke and cp. subdue,

subduct, tr. v., to subduce. — L. subduclus, pp. of

subducere. See prec. word.

sul)due, tr. v., 1) to overcome; 2) to soften. —
ME. soduen, later subdewen, fr. OF. soduire (F.

seduire), 'to seduce', fr. L. subducere, 'to draw

away, withdraw, remove' (but confused in

sense with L. subdere, 'to subject, subdue"). See

sul)duce.

Derivatives: subdu-able, adj., subdu-abl-y, adv.,

subdu-able-ness, n., subdu-al, n:, subdu-ed, adj.,

subdu-ed-ly, adv., subdu-ed-ness, n., subdu-ing,

adj., subdu-ing-ly, adv.

suber, n., cork. — L. suber, 'cork tree, cork',

prob. borrowed fr. Gk. a09ap, 'wrinkled skin',

which is of uncertain origin.

subereous, adj., pertaining to cork. — L. sube-
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reus, 'of cork', fr. suber. See prec. word and

-eous.

suberic, adj., pertaining to cork. — F. suberique,

formed fr. L. saber, 'cork', with suflT. -ique. See

suber and adj. suff. -ic.

suberin, suberine, n., a waxy substance contained

in cork (biochem.) — Formed with suff. -in,

-ine, fr. L. suber, 'cork'. See suber.

sul)erose, adj., subereous. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ose fr. L. suber, 'cork'. See suber and cp.

subereous.

subfuscous, adj., dusky.— L. subfuscus, suffuscus,

'dusky', fr. sub- aadfuscus, 'dusky'. See fuscous,

subjacency, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -cy.

subjacent, adj., situated underneath. — L. sub-

Jacens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of subjacere, 'to

lie underneath', fr. sub- and jacere, 'to lie'. See

adjacent.

Derivative: subjacent-ly, adv.

subject, adj. — ME. suget, subget, fr. OF. suget,

subject (F. sujet), fr. L. subjectus, pp. ofsubicere,

less correctly subjicere, 'to subject, include,

comprise', lit. 'to throw under', fr. sub- and

jacere (pp. jactus), 'to throw'. See jet, 'to spirt

forth', and cp. words there referred to. For the

change of Latin a (in jactus) to <? (in sub-jgctus)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: subject, adv.

subject, n., 1) theme; 2) (gram.), the part of a

sentence about which something is said.— ME.

suget, subget, fr. OF. suget, subject, (F. sujet), fr.

L. subjectum, 'grammatical subject', neut. of

subjeclus, pp. of subicere, used as a noun. Sub-

jectum is prop.'a loan translation of Gk. uiroxsi-

|j:£vov, lit. 'that which lies underneath". See

subject, adj., and cp. object.

Derivative: subject-less, adj.

subject, n., person owing allegiance to a ruler. —
L. subjectus, pp. of subicere. See prec. word.

subject, tr. v. — ME. subjecten, fr. MF. subjecter

(F. sujettir), fr. OF., fr. L. subjectdre, freq. of

subicere, 'to subject'. See subject, adj.

Derivatives: subject-ed, adj., subject-ed-ly, adv.,

subject-ed-ness, n.

subjection, n. — ME. subjeccioun, fr. MF. subjec-

tion (F. sujetion), fr. OF., fr. L. subjectidnem,

ace. of subjectid, fr. subjectus, pp. of subicere.

See subject, adj., and -ion.

Derivative: subjection-al, adj.

subjective, adj.— ME., fr. Late L. subjecthus, 'of

the subject, subjective', fr. L. subjectum, "sub-

ject'. See subject, 'theme', and -ive.

Derivatives: subjective, n., subjective-ly, adv.,

subjective-ness, n., subjectiv-ism, n., subjectiv-

ity, n.

subjoin, tr. v. — MF. subjoin-, stem of subjoindre,

fr. L. subjungere, 'to affix, append", fr. sub- and

jungere, 'to join'. See join and cp. subjunctive,

subjugable, adj., capable of being subjugated. —
Formed with suff. -able fr. L. subjugdre. See

next word.
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subjugate, tr. v. — ME. subjugaten, lit. 'to bring

under a yoke', fr. L. subjugatus, pp. of subjugdre,
'to subjugate', fr. sub- and jugum, 'yoke'. See

yoke and cp. jugate.

Derivatives: subjugat-ion, n., subjugat-or, n.

subjunctive, adj. and n. — Late L. subjunctivus,

'connecting', fr. L. subjuncius, pp. of subjungere;

see subjoin and -ive. Late L. subjunctivus is prop,

a loan translation of Gk. unoTaxTixdi;, 'per-

taining to subordination, subordinated', fr.

uTtoTdtaaeiv, 'to place under, subordinate'.

Derivative: subjunctive-ly, adv.

sublate, tr. v., to refuse, deny.— L. subldtus (used

as pp. of tollere, 'to take away'), fr. sub- and
Idtus (used as pp. of ferre, 'to bear, carry'),

which stands for *tldtos, fr. •//-, zero degree

of l.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry', whence
L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise', tolerdre, 'to bear,

support'. See tolerate and cp. collate and words
there referred to.

sublimate, tr. v., to refine, purify.— L. sublimdtus,

pp. of sublimdre, 'to lift up', fr. sublimis. See

sublime and verbal suff. -ate.

sublimate, adj., sublimated. — L. sublimdtus, pp.
of sublimdre. See sublimate, v.

sublimation, n. — ME. sublimacion, fr. MF. (=
F.) sublimation, fr. ML. sublimdtidnem, ace. of

sublimdtid, fr. L. sublimdtus, pp. of sublimdre.

See sublimate, v., and -ion.

sublime, adj., 1) noble; 2) lofty. — F., fr. L. su-

blimis, 'high, lofty, exalted', back formation fr.

sub limen, hence lit, meaning '(coming) up to

below the lintel', fr. sub (see sub-) and limen,

'lintel'. See limen.

Derivatives: sublime, n., sublime-ly, adv., sub-

lime-ness, n.

sublime, tr. and intr. v. — ME. sublimen, fr. MF.
(= F.)sublimer, fr. L. sublimdre. See sublimate, v.

Sublime Porte, former title of the Ottoman
Government.— F. la SublimePorte, lit. 'the High
Gate', loan translation of Arab. Bdb 'Alt, title

of the Ottoman Court in Constantinople. Cp.

Porte.

subliminal, adj., below the threshold of consci-

ousness (psychol.)— Lit. 'below the threshold',

formed fr. sub-, L. limen, gen. liminis, 'thresh-

old', and adj. sulT. -al. See limen and cp. sub-

lime.

Derivative: subliminal-ly, adv.

sublimity, n., the quality of being sublime, subli-

meness. — L. sublimitds, fr. sublimis. See su-

blime, adj., and -ity.

sublunar, sublunary, adj., 1) situated beneath the

moon; 2) pertaining to this world. — ModL.
sublUndris, fr. sub- and L. Idnaris, 'pertaining to

the moon'. See lunar.

submarine, adj., living or occurring below the

surface of the sea. — Formed fr. sub- and
marine, adj.

Derivatives: submarine, n., submarin-er, n.

submerge, tr. v., to place under water, cover with

water; intr. v., to plunge into water; to be sub-

merged. — L. submergere, 'to plunge under,

sink; to overwhelm', fr. sub- and mergere, 'to

dip, immerse, plunge'. See merge and cp. words
there referred to.

Derivatives: submerg-ed, adj., submerge-ment,

n., submerg-ence, n., submerg-ible, adj., sub-

merg-ibil-ity, n.

submerse, tr. v., to submerge. — L. submersus,

pp. of submergere. See submerge.

Derivatives : i«6/«erj-erf, adj., submers-ible, adj.,

submers-ibil-ity, n.

submerse, adj., submersed. — L. submersus, pp.

of submerge, 'to plunge under, sink'. See prec.

word.

submersion, n. — Late L. submersid, gen. -dnis,

fr. L. submersus, pp. of submergere, 'to plunge

under, sink'. See submerge and -ion.

submission, n. — ME., fr. MF., fr. L. submis-

sidnem, ace. of submissid, lit. 'a letting down',

formed fr. submissus, pp. of submittere. In

ModF., submission is obsolete; it has been re-

placed by its doublet soumission. See submit and
-ion.

submissive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

submissus, pp. of submittere. See submit.

Derivatives: submissive-ly, adv., submissive-

ness, n.

submit, intr. v., to yield, surrender; tr. v., to pre-

sent for consideration. — ME. submitten, fr. L.

submittere, summittere, 'to furnish, provide', lit.

'to place or send down', fr. sub- and mittere, 'to

send'. See mission and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: submitt-al, n., submitt-er, n.

suboceanic, adj., situated beneath the floor of the

ocean. — Formed fr. sub- and oceanic. See

ocean and adj. suff. -ic.

subordinate, adj.— ML. subdrdinatus, fr. sub- and

L. drdindtus, pp. of drdindre, 'to set in order,

appoint'. See ordain and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: subordinate, n., subordinate-ly,

adv., subordinate-ness, n.

subordinate, tr. v. — ML. subdrdinatus. See prec.

word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: subordinat-ion, n., sid>ordinat-ion-

ism, n., subordinat-ion-ist, n. and a.dj.,subordinat-

ive, adj.

suborn, tr. v., to procure by bribery; to procure

(a person) to commit a crime. — MF. (= F.)

suborner, fr. L. subdrndre, 'to provide, furnish;

to instigate', fr. sub- and drndre, 'to equip'. See

ornate.

Derivative: suborn-er, n.

subornation, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. Late L.

subdrndtidnem, ace. of subdrndtid, fr. L. subdr-

ndtus, pp. of subdrnare. See prec. word and
-ation.

subphrenic, adj., situated beneath the diaphragm.
— A hybrid coined fr. L. sub, 'under', and Gk.
9pi^v, 'diaphragm; mind'. See sub- and phrenic

subpleural, adj., situated beneath the pleura. —
Formed fr. sub- and pleural.



subpoena

subpoena, n., summons to appear in court; tr. v.,

to serve with a subpoena. — Back formation fr.

L. sub poena ('under penalty'), words intro-

ducing the writ commanding the presence of a

person under a penalty of failure. See sub and

penal,

subreption, n., obtaining of a favor by unlawful

representation (/aw) — L. suhreptio, surreptio,

gen. -onis, 'a snatching away', fr. subreptus, sur-

reptus, pp. of subripere, surripere, 'to snatch

away', fr. sub- and rapere (pp. raptus), 'to seize,

snatch'. See rapid and -ion and cp. surreptitious.

Cp. also obreption. For the change of Latin d

(in raptus) to e (in sub-replus, sur-reptus) see

accent and cp. words there referred to.

subrogate, tr. v., to substitute. — L. subrogatus,

pp. oi subrogare, 'to put in another's place, sub-

stitute', fr. sub- and rogare, 'to ask, beg, en-

treat; to offer (somebody) for election'. See

rogation and cp. surrogate,

subrogation, n., substitution. — ME. subrogaci-

oun, fr. MF. (= F.) subrogation, fr. ML. subro-

gationem, ace. of subrogatio, fr. L. subrogdtus,

pp. of subrogare. See prec. word and -ion and

cp. surrogation.

subsacral, adj., situated beneath the sacrum. —
Formed fr. sub- and sacral, 'pertaining to the

sacrum'.

subscribe, tr. and intr. v.— ME. subscriben, fr. L.

subscribere, 'to write below, write down, sign',

fr. sub- and scribere, 'to write'. See scribe.

Derivative: subscrib-er, n.

subscript, adj. and n. — L. subscriptus, pp. of

subscribere. See subscribe and cp. script,

subscription, n. — ME. subscripcioun, fr. L. sub-

scriptio, gen. -onis, 'subscription', lit. 'anything

written below', fr. subscriptus, pp. of subscribere.

See subscribe and -ion.

subscriptive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

subscriptus, pp. of subscribere. See subscribe.

Derivative: subscriptive-ly, adv.

subsellium, n., a low bench. — L., 'bench, seat',

fr. sub- and sella (for *sed-ld-), from the base of

sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary and cp. seat, settle.

Cp. also the second element in Limosella.

subsequence, n. — Late L. subsequentia, 'the act

of following, succession", fr. L. subsequens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -ce.

subsequent, adj., following in time; later. —
ME., fr. L. subsequens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of

subsequi, 'to follow, succeed', fr. sub- and sequi,

'to follow'. See sequel and -ent.

Derivatives: subsequent, n., subsequent-ly, adv.,

subsequent-ness, n.

subserve, tr. v., to serve in a subordinate manner;

to promote. — L. subservire, 'to serve, comply

with', fr. sub- and servire, 'to serve". See serve,

subservience, subserviency, n. — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

subservient, adj., subordinate; serving to pro-

mote. — L. subserviens, gen. -entis, pres. part.

of subservire. See subserve and -ent.

1534

Derivatives: subservient, a., subservient-ly, adv.,

subservient-ness, n.

subside, intr. v., I) to sink; to settle; 2) to abate.

— L. subsidere, 'to settle down', fr. sub- and

sidere, 'to sit down, settle', which is rel. to

sedere, 'to sit'. Cp. OL sidati (for *sidzati),

'sits', Gk. I'Co) (for *si-zdo), 'I seat, set', and see

sedentary,

subsidence, n., the process of subsiding. — L.

subsidentia, 'a settling down, subsidence', fr.

subsidens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of subsidere.

See prec. word and -ence.

subsidiary, adj. — L. subsidiarius, 'belonging to a

reserve subsidiary', fr. subsidium. See subsidy

and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: subsidiary, n., subsidiari-ly, adv.

subsidize, tr. v. — See next word and -ize.

Derivative: subsidiz-er, n.

subsidy, n., a grant of money. — ME. subsidie, fr.

L. subsidium, 'support, help; auxiliary troops,

reserve', fr. subsidere, 'to settle down; to stay,

remain', fr. sub- and sidere, 'to sit down, settle'.

See subside and -y (representing L. -ium).

subsist, intr. v., to continue; tr. v., to support,

maintain. — L. subsistere, 'to stand still, re-

main', fr. sub- and sistere, 'to cause to stand

still, to place; to stand still, stand', from the

reduplicated base of stare, 'to stand'. See assist

and cp. words there referred to.

subsistence, n.— ME., fr. Late L. subsistentia, fr.

L. subsistens, gen. -entis. See next word and -ce.

Late L. subsistentia is prop, a loan translation

of Gk. uroaracTK;, 'subsistence', lit. 'anything

placed under', fr. yi(firs^y\\ii, 'I place under,

stand under', fr. imo, 'under', and laTy^ijii, 'I

make to stand; I stand'.

subsistent, adj. — L. subsistens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of subsistere. See subsist and -ent.

Derivative: subsistent, n., that which subsists,

substance.

subspecies, n., subdivision of a species. — M(5dL.

subspecies. See sub- and species.

substance, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. sub-

stantia, 'that of which a thing consists', fr. sub-

stans, gen. -antis, pres. part, of substdre, 'to

stand or be under, to be present', fr. sub- and

stu, stare, 'to stand'. See state and cp. substan-

tive. For the ending see suff. -ce.

substantial, adj. — ME. substancial, fr. Late L.

substantidlis, 'pertaining to the substance or

essence', fr. L. substantia. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -al, and cp. consubstantial.

Derivatives: suhstantialism (q.v.), substantia-

list (q.v.), substantial-ity, n., substantialize (q.v.),

substantial-ly, adv., substantial-ness, n.

substantialism, n., the doctrine that reality (or

substance) underlies all phenomena (philos.) —
Formed with suff. -ism fr. Late L. substantidlis.

See prec. word.

substantialist, n., an adherent of substantialism.

— Formed with suff. -ist fr. Late L. substan-

tidlis. See substantial.
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substantialize, tr. v., to give reality to. — Formed
with suff. -ize fr. Late L. substantidlis. See sub-

stantial.

substantiate, tr. v., 1) to give substance to; 2) to

show to be true. — ModL. substantidtus, pp. of
substantidre, fr. L. substantia. See substance and
verbal suff. -ate and cp. consubstantiate.

substantiation, n. — ModL. substantidtio, gen.

-onis, fr. substantidtus, pp. of substantidre. See

prec. word and -ion and cp. consubstantiation.

substantival, adj., pertaining to a substantive. —
Formed fr. substantive, n., with adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: substantival-ly, adv.

substantive, adj., having a real existence; inde-

pendent.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) substantif (fern,

substantive), fr. Late L.substantivus,'seU-eiiistsnt,

substantive', fr. L. substantia. See substance and
-ive.

substantive, n. — ME. substantif, fr. MF. (= F.),

fr. Late L. substantivum, neut. of substantivus

(see prec. word) ; in Latin used only in the term
verbum substantivum, which is a loan transla-

tion of Gk. '?r^\>-0L uTrapxTiKov, to denote the

auxiliary verb esse, 'to be'. The grammatical

term substantivum (in French: substantif) was
introduced by the French to denote the noun
in contradistinction to the adjective.

Derivatives: substantive-ly, adv., substantive-

ness, n.

substituent, n., an atom or group substituting

another. — L. substituens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of substituere. See next word and -ent.

Derivative: substituent, adj.

substitute, n. — ME., fr. L. substitUtum, neut. pp.

of substituere, 'to put instead of, replace, sub-

stitute', fr. sub- and statuere, 'to place, put'. See

statute. For the change of Latin d (in statuere)

to 1 (in substituere) see abigeat and cp. words
there referred to.

substitute, tr. and intr. v. — L. substitHtus, pp. of

substituere. See substitute, n.

Derivatives: substitut-ed, substitut-ive, adjs.

substitution, n. — ME. substitucion, fr. MF. (=
F.) substitution, fr. Late L. substitdtidnem, ace.

of substitutid, fr. L. substitdtus, pp. of substitu-

ere. See substitute, adj., and -ion.

Derivatives: substitution-al, adj., substitution-al-

ly, adv., substitution-ary, adj.

substratum, n., lower stratum. — ML. substrd-

turn, n., fr. L. substrdtum, neut. pp. of subster-

nere, 'to spread under', fr. sub- and sternere, 'to

strew, spread out'. See stratum.

Derivatives: substrat-al, substrat-ive, adjs.

subsultory, adj., leaping. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ory fr. L. subsult-(um), pp. stem of subsi-

lire, 'to spring upward', fr. sub- and satire, 'to

spring, jump'. See salient. For the change of

Latin d (in satire) to H (in sub-sUttum) see desul-

tory and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: subsuttori-ly, adv.

subsume, tr. v. — ModL. subsUmere, 'to take

under', fr. sub- and L. sOmere, 'to take'. See

assume and cp. words there referred to.

subsumption, n. — ModL. subsUmptid, gen. -onis,

fr. subsdmptus, pp. of subsdmere. See prec.

word and -ion and cp. sumption and words

there referred to.

subsumptive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr.

ModL. subsdmptus, pp. of subsumere. See

subsume and -ive.

subtend, tr. v., to extend under. — L. subtendere,

'to stretch underneath', fr. sub- and tendere, 'to

tretch'. See tend, 'to move in a certain direction'.

subtense, adj. — L. subtensus, pp. of subtendere.

See prec. word and cp. tense, adj.

subter-, pref. meaning 'beneath, lower than'. —
L., fr. subter, 'below, beneath', formed fr. sub

(see sub-) with compar. suff. -ter. See -ther and

cp. inter-, preter-.

subterfuge, n. — Late L. subterfugium, fr. L.

subterfugere, 'to flee secretly', fr. subter- and

fugere, 'to flee'. See fugitive and cp. refuge,

subterrane, n., an underground room, a cave. —
L. subterrdneum, 'a subterranean place', neut.

of the adj. subterrdneus (see next word) used

as a noun.

Derivatives: subterrane-at, adj., subterranean

(q.v.)

subterranean, adj., underground. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. L. subterrdneus, 'underground,

subterranean', fr. sub terrd, 'under the ground',

fr. sub, 'under', and terrd, abl. of terra, 'earth,

ground'. See sub- and terra.

Derivative: subterranean, n., subterranean-ly

,

adv.

subterrene, n., I) an underground dwelling; 2)

(with ttie), the underworld. — L. subterrenus,

'underground' (adj.), compounded of sub,

'under', and terra, 'earth, ground'. See prec.

word.

subterrestrial, adj. — Formed fr. sub- and terres-

trial,

subthoracic, adj., situated under the thorax. —
Formed fr. sub- and thoracic,

subtile, adj., subtle. — ME. subtil, subtile, fr.

MF. (= F.) subtil, fr. OF. soutil, sotil, sutil, fr.

L. subtilis; influenced in spelling by L. subtilis.

See subtle.

Derivatives: subtile-ly, adv., sublile-ness, n.,

subtilize (q.v.), subtitty (q.v.)

subtilize, tr. and intr. v. — Formed with suff.

-ize fr. L. subtilis. See subtile.

Derivatives: subtiliz-ation, n. subtiliz-er, n.

subtilty, n. — ME. subtiltee, altered fr. sutilte

under the influence of L. subtilis. See subtlety,

subtle, adj., 1) delicate; 2) evasive; 3) clever,

crafty. — ME. sutet, soutit, fr. OF. soutit, sotil,

sutil (F. subtil), fr. L. subtilis, 'fine, thin; deli-

cate, subtle; clear, simple', which stands for

*sub-textis, fr. sub- and tela (for *texta), 'a web',

from the stem of texere, 'to weave' ; see textile.

The spelling of F. subtil, E. subtle, is due to the

influence of L. subtilis.

Derivative: subtl-y, adv.



subtlety

subtlety, n. — ME. sutilte, sotilte, fr. OF. soutil-

te, sutilte (F. subtilM), fr. L. subtllitatem, ace. of

subtilitds, 'fineness, simplicity', fr. subtllis;

influenced in spelling by L. subtllis. See subtle

and -ty and cp. subtUty, which is a doublet of

subtlety.

subtonic, n., in music, the seventh tone of the

scale. — Coined by James Rush (see his Philos-

ophy of the Human Voice, 4th ed., Philadelphia,

1855, p. 82) fr. sub- and tonic.

subtract, tr. v.— L. subtractus, pp. oi subtrahere,

'to draw off, withdraw', fr. sub- and trahere, 'to

draw'. See tract and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: subtract-er, n., subtraction (q.v.),

subtract-ive, adj.

subtraction, n. — Late L. subtractio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. subtractus, pp. of subtrahere. See prec.

word and -ion.

subtrahend, n., number to be subtracted. — L.

subtrahendus, 'to be subtracted', gerundive of

subtrahere, 'to subtract'. See subtract. For the

use of Latin gerundives or their derivatives in

English cp. agenda and words there referred to.

subulate, adj., slender and pointed; awl-shaped.

— ModL. sObuldtus, fr. L. subula, 'awl', which

stands for *sa-dhl-d and is rel. to L. suo, suere,

'to sew'. Cp. OSlav. silo, Czech sidlo, Pol.

szydio, 'awl', OHG. siula, 'awl, needle', and see

sew. For the ending see adj. suff. -ate.

subuliform, adj., awl-shaped. — Compounded of

L. sUbula, 'awl' and forma, 'form, shape'. See

prec. word and form, n.

suburb, n. — L. suburbium, 'suburb', fr. sub- and

urbs, gen. urbis, 'city'. See urban,

suburban, adj. — L. suburbanus, 'near the city',

formed fr. sub-, urbs, gen. urbis, 'city', and suff.

-anus. See urban.

Derivatives: suburban-ity, n., suburban-ize, tr.

v., suburban-iz-ation, n.

suburbicarian, adj., being in the suburbs of

Rome; applied to the six dioceses near Rome.
— Formed with suff. -an fr. Late L. suburbi-

carius, which corresponds to L. suburbanus,

'near the city', specif, 'near the city of Rome'.

See suburban.

subvene, intr. v., to come to aid; to intervene. —
L. subvenire, 'to come to the aid of, lit. 'to

come under', fr. sub- and venire, 'to come'. See

come and cp. souvenir and next word.

subvention, n., a subsidy. — ME. subvencioun, fr.

MF. (= F.) subvention, fr. L. subventionem, ace.

of subventid, 'assistance', fr. subvent{-um), pp.

stem of subvenire. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: subvention-ary, subvention-ed, adjs.

subversion, n., overthrow. — ME. subversioun, fr.

MF. (= F.) subversion, fr. OF., fr. Late L. sub-

versidnem, ace. of subversid, 'an overturn, over-

throw, destruction', fr. L. subversus, pp. of sub-

vertere. See subvert and -ion.

Derivative: subversion-ary, adj.

subversive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

subversus, pp. of subvertere. See subvert.
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subvert, tr. v., to overthrow, destroy. — ME.
subverten, fr. MF. (= F.) subvertir, fr. OF., fr.

L. subvertere, 'to turn upside down, upset, over-

throw, ruin', fr. sub- and vertere, 'to turn'. See

version.

Derivative: subvert-er, n.,

subway, n. — A hybrid coined fr. sub-, a suff. of

Latin origin, and the English word way.

sue-, pref.— Assimilated form of sub- before c.

succade, n., preserved fruit. — ME. socade, fr.

MF. succade, fr. It. zuccata, fr. zucco, 'gourd'.

See zucchetto and -ade and cp. sucl^et.

succedaneous, adj., pertaining to a succedaneum;

substituted. — L. succeddneus, 'following

something, substituted for something', fr. succe-

dere. See succeed and -ecus,

succedaneum, n., substitute. — ModL., prop,

neut. of the L. adj. succeddneus. See prec. word.

succeed, tr. and intr. v. — ME. succeden, fr. L.

succedere, 'to go under; to go from under, to

mount, ascend; to follow, succeed; to prosper,

be successful', fr. sub- and cedere, 'to go'. See

cede and cp. success.

Derivatives: succeed-er, n., succeed-ing, verbal

n. and adj., succeed-ing-ly, adv.

succentor, n., sub-precentor. — Late L., 'one

who accompanies in singing', fr. sul>- and L.

cantor, 'singer'; see cantor. For the change of

Latin a (in cantor) to g (in Late suc-cintor), see

accent and cp. words there referred to.

success, n. — L. successus, 'advance, approach;

success' (whence also F. succes), fr. successus,

pp. of succedere. See succeed.

Derivatives: success-ful, adj., success-fut-ly,

adv., success-ful-ness, n., succession (q.v.),

successor (q.v.)

succession, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. suc-

cessionem, ace. of successio, 'a coming into the

place of, succeeding, succession', fr. successus,

pp. of succedere. See success and -ion.

Derivatives: succession-al, adj., succession-al-ly,

adv., succession-ist, n.

successive, adj. — ME., fr. ML. successivus, fr.

L. successus, pp. of succedere. See success and

-ive.

Derivatives: successive-ly, adv., successive-

ness, n., successiv-ity, n.

successor, n.— ME. successour, fr. OF. successur,

successour (F. successeur), fr. L. successdrem,

ace. of successor, 'follower, successor", fr. suc-

cessus, pp. of succedere. See succeed and agen-

tial suff. -or.

succin-, form of succino- before a vowel.

succinic, adj., pertaining to, or found in, amber.

— F. succinique, formed with suff. -ique (see adj.

suff. -ic) fr. L. succinum, sHcinum, 'amber',

which is a loan word from a N. European

language and has been assimilated in form to

L. sUcus, succus, 'juice, sap'.

succinct, adj., concise. — L. succinctus, 'prepar-

ed, ready; contracted, short', pp. of succingere,

'to gird below or from below, to tuck up', fr.
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sub- and cingd, cingere, 'to gird'. See cincture

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives; succinct-ly, adv., succinct-ness, n.

succino-, before a vowel succin-, combining form
meaning 1) amber; 2) succinic acid. — L. suc-

cino-, succin-, fr. succinum. See succinic.

Succisa, n., a genus of plants, the devil's bit

(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. succisa, fern. pp. of

succldere, 'to cut away below' (see next word)

;

so called in allusion to the premorse rootstock.

succise, adj., seeming as if it were abruptly cut

off (ior.)— L. succisus, pp. oi succldere, 'to cut

away below', fr. sub- and caedere, 'to cut'. See

cement and cp. prec. word. Cp. also precise. For
the change of Latin ae (in caedere) to I (in

succidere) see acquire and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

succor, succour, n., help, aid. — ME. socour, fr.

earlier socours, (which was mistaken for a pi.),

fr. OF. socors (F. secours) fr. L. succursus,

'help, assistance", fr. succurs-(urri), pp. stem of

succurrere. See succor, v.

Derivative: succo{u)r-less, adj.

succor, succour, tr. v., to help, aid. — ME. so-

couren, fr. OF. succurre (F. secourir), 'to help,

assist', fr. L. succerrere, 'to help, assist', lit. 'to

run under', fr. sub- and currere, 'to run'. See

current, adj., and cp. succursal.

Derivatives: succoiu)r-able, adj., succo(u)r-er,

n.

succory, n., chicory.— Altered on analogy ofDu.
suikerij, fr. cicoree, sycory, earlier variants of

chicory (q.v.)

succose, adj., juicy, sappy. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ose fr. L. succus, sHcus, 'juice, sap'. See

succulent.

succotash, n., a dish of corn and beans.— Narra-

ganset msiquatash.

Succoth, n. — See Sulckoth.

succubus, n., a lascivious spirit. — L. succuba,

succubus, 'strumpet', fr. succubdre, 'to lie under",

fr. sub- and cubdre, 'to lie down'. See succumb

and cp. also incubus.

succulence, also succulency, n. , juiciness.— Form-
ed from next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

succulent, adj., juicy. — L. succulentus, 'juicy', fr.

succus, sdcus, 'juice, sap', which is rel. to sugere,

'to suck", and cogn. with OE. sQcan, 'to suck'.

See suck and -ent and cp. succose, exsuccous.

Derivatives : succulent-ly, adv., succulent-ness, a.

succumb, intr. v., to submit, yield. — L. succum-

bere, 'to lie down, submit, surrender', fr. sul>-

and -cumbere (found only in compounds), 'to

lie', which is rel. to cubdre, 'to lie down'. See

cubicle and cp. words there referred to.

succursal, adj., subsidiary. — F. *succursal (oc-

curring only in the noun succursale, 'chapel of

ease; branch establishment (of a bank, etc.)',

prop. fern. adj. used as a noun fr. Late L. suc-

cursdlis, 'subsidiary', fr. L. succursus, 'help, as-

sistance'. See succor, n.

Derivative: succursal, n.

succus, n., juice. — L. succus, sucus. See succu-

lent.

succusslon, n., the act of shaking.— L. succussid,

gen. -dnis, fr. sucussus, pp. of succutere, 'to

fling up', fr. sub- and quatere, 'to shake'. See

quash, 'to make void', and -ion and cp. con-

cussion, percussion.

such, adj. — ME. swilc, swulch, swuch, such, fr.

OE. swelc, swelce, swilc, swylc, rel. to OS. sulik,

ON. sllkr, Swed. slik, Dan. slig, OFris. selik, selk,

salk, MDu. sole, selc, Du. zulk, OHG. sullh,

sollh, MHG. sdlich, solch, G. solch, Goth.

swaleiks. These words orig. meant 'so formed'.

See so and the adj. lilte and cp. the second ele-

ment in wliich.

Derivatives: such, pron., such-like, adj. and n.,

such-ness, n.

suck, tr. and intr. v. — ME. suken, souken, fr.

OE. sUcan, rel. to OE. sugan, OS., OHG. sUgan,

ON. siiga, Dan. suge, Swed. suga, MDu. sUghen,

Du. zuigen, MHG. sdgen, G. saugen, 'to suck',

and cogn. with L. sugere, 'to such', sucus,

succus, 'juice, sap', Lett. sUzu, sukt, W. sugno,

'to suck'. All these words derive fr. L-E. base

*seuq-, resp. *seug-, 'to suck; sap'. Cp. sick,

soak, sowens, succose, succulent, suction, sugent,

suggillate, sumen and the second element in

honeysuclde. I.-E. bases *seuq-, *seug-, are en-

largements of base *seu-, 'sap, juice; to squeeze,

press; to rain, flow', whence OL sundti, 'squeez-

es', Gk. USI.V (for *suwein), 'to rain' uet6(;

(for *suwetds), 'rain'. See hyeto- and cp. words
there referred to. Cp. also sup, 'to sip'.

sucker, n. — ME. suker, souker, fr. suken,

souken, 'to suck'. See suck and agential suff. -er.

sucket, n. — A dial. var. of succade.

suckle, n., honeysuckle. — ME. socle, soke!,

short for honisocle. See honeysuckle.

suckle, tr. v.— Formed fr. suck with freq. suff. -le.

Derivative: suckl-er, n.

suckling, n., a child before it is weaned. — ME.
suklynge, fr. suken, 'to suck'. Cp. MDu. sdge-

ling. Du. zuigeling, MHG. sugelinc, G. Sdugling,

and see suck and -ling.

suckling, n., 1) clover; 2) honeysuckle. — ME.
sokeling, fr. sokel, 'honeysuckle'. See suckle,

n., and subst. suff. -ing.

suclat, n., any of certain woolen stuffs; specif, the

European broadcloth (Anglo-Indian). — Hind.

suqldt, fr. Pers. saqalldt, a secondary form of

saqirldt. See scarlet.

sucr-, form of sucro- before a vowel.

sucramine, sucramin, n., ammonium salt of sac-

charin. — Coined fr. F. sucre (see sugar) and
amine.

sucrate, n., compound of sucrose with a base

(chem.) — A hybrid coined fr. F. sucre, 'sugar',

and chem. suff. -ate, fr. L. -dtus. See sugar and
cp. words there referred to.

Sucre, n., the monetary unit for Ecuador. —
Named after Antonio Jos6 de Sucre, a Vene-
zuelan general.



sucro-, before a vowel sucr-, combining form

meaning 'sugar'. — F. sucre. See sugar,

sucrose, n., saccharose (chem^ — Formed fr. F.

Sucre, 'sugar', with subst. suflf. -ose. See sugar

and cp. saccharose,

suction, n. , the act or process of sucking.—Form-

ed with suff. -Ion fr. L. suctus, pp. of sugere,

'to suck'. See suck and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: suction-al, adj.

Suctoria, n., a group of protozoans (zool.) —
Lit. 'sucking (animals)', fr. suctus, pp. of sugere.

See prec. word.

suctorial, adj., 1) pertaining to sucking; 2) having

an organ for sucking {zool.) — Formed with

adj. suflf. -al fr. ModL. suctorius, fr. L. suctus,

pp. oi sugere, 'to suck'. See suck and adj. suff.

-ory.

Sudan, n., a kind of yellowish color. — Fr. the

Sudan, name of a country in Africa, fr. Arab.

(Bilad-al-)Suddn, lit. 'country of the blacks', fr.

Slid, pi. of dswad (fem. sauda'), 'black'. Cp.

Suaeda.

Sudanese, adj., of the Sudan; n., a native of the

Sudan. — See prec. word and -ese.

Sudanic, adj., of Sudan. — See Sudan and adj.

suff. -ic.

sudarium, n., a cloth for wiping the face; hand-

kerchief — L. sudarium, 'handkerchief, lit.

'cloth for wiping off perspiration', fr. sudor,

'sweat, perspiration'. See next word and -arium.

sudation, n., perspiration. — L. suddtio, gen.

-onis, 'sweating', fr. suddtus, pp. of siidare, 'to

sweat', fr. sudor, 'sweat' See sudor and -ation.

sudatorium, n., room for perspiration in a bath.

— L. sudatorium, fr. sudatus, pp. of siidare. See

prec. word and -orium.

sudatory, adj., promoting perspiration. — L. su-

ddtorius, fr. siiddtus, pp. of sUddre. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ory.

sudd, n., floating vegetable matter that obstructs

navigation on the White Nile. — Arab, sudd,

'obstruction', fr. sddda, 'he stopped, shut, block-

ed up, obstructed'.

sudden, adj. — ME. sodain, sodein, fr. MF. so-

dain, soudain (F. soudain), fr. OF., fr. VL.

*subitanus (L. subitaneus), 'sudden', fr. subitus,

'sudden', prop. pp. of subire, 'to go under; to

occur secretly', fr. sub- and ire, 'to go'. See itin-

erate and cp. OProven?. soptan, 'sudden',

which also derives fr. VL. *subitdnus.

Derivatives: sudden-ly, adv., sudden-ness, n.

sudder, n., a chief officer in India, particularly in

the Bengal presidency. — Arab, sadr, 'chief.

sudor, n., sweat. — L. sSdor, 'sweat", fr. I.-E.

base *sweid-, *swoid-, *swid-, 'to sweat'. See

sweat and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: sudor-al, adj.

sudoriferous, adj., secreting sweat. — Com-

pounded of L. sudor, 'sweat' (see prec. word),

and -ferous.

sudorific, adj., causing sweat. — Compounded

of L. sudor, 'sweat', and -ficus, fr. -ficere, un-
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stressed form oifacere, 'to make, do'. See sudor

and suff. -fie.

Sudra, n., the lowest Hindu caste. — OL sudrah.

suds, n. pi., 1) soapy water; 2) foam. — Lit.

'things sodden'; rel. to MDu. sudde, 'marsh,

lake', and to E. sodden and seetlie (q.v.)

sue, tr. and intr. v. — ME. siwen, suwen, suen, fr.

OF. suir, a collateral form of sivre, sivir (F.

suivre), fr. VL. *sequere, *sequfre, correspond-

ing to L. segui, 'to follow'. See sequel and cp.

ensue, pursue. Cp. also suit, pursuit.

Derivatives: su-er, n., su-ing, adj., su-ing-ly, adv.

suede, n., soft leather made of kid skin. — F.

Suede, 'Sweden', from phrases like gants de

Suede, 'Swedish gloves', etc.

suerte, n., a quick movement (technical term de-

noting various phases of the bullfight). — Sp.,

'change, luck, fate, lot', fr. L. sortem, ace. of

sors, 'lot, fate, condition, state'. See sort,

suet, n., solid fat formed around the kidneys and

loins of cattle and sheep. — ME. swet, suet,

dimin. formed fr. AF. sue, fr. OF. seu, sieu (F.

suif), fr. L. sebum, 'fat, tallow'. See sebaceous

and -et.

Derivative: suet-y, adj.

suf-, assimilated form of sub- before /.

suffer, tr. and intr. v. — ME. suffren, soffren, fr.

OF. sofrir, sufrir (F. souffrir), fr. VL. *sufferire,

corresponding to L. sufferre, which is formed

fr. sub- and ferre, 'to bear, carry". Cp. Rum.

suferi. It. soffrire, OProven?. sofrir, sufrir, Sp.

sufrir, 'to suffer', which all derive fr. VL. *suffe-

rlre. See bear, 'to carry', and cp. confer and

words there referred to.

Derivatives : suffer-able, adj., suffer-able-ness, n.,

suffer-abl-y, adv., sufferance (q.v.), suffer-er, n.,

suffer-ing, n. and adj., suffer-ing-ly, adv.

sufferance, n. — ME. suffrance, fr. OF. (= F.)

souffrance, fr. Late L. sufferentia, fr. sufferens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of sufferre. See prec.

word and -ance.

suffete, n., chief Carthaginian magistrate. — L.

sufes, suffes, gen. sufetis, suffelis, fr. Punic su-

phet, 'judge', which is rel. to Heb. shophet, of

s.m. (prop, active part, of shaphdt, 'he judged'),

Bibl. Aram, shdph^ttn (prop. pi. part.), 'judges',

Akkad. shapdiu, 'to judge', shipru, 'judgment'.

suffice, intr. and tr. v. — ME. suffisen, sufficeu,

fr. pres. part, stem of OF. souftre (F. suffire), fr.

L. sufficere, 'to supply as a substitute; to be

enough, suffice', lit. 'to make under', fr. sub- and

-ficere, unstressed form offacere, 'to make do'.

See fact and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: sufpc-er, n., suffic-ing-ly, adv.,

suffic-ing-ness, n.

sufficiency, n. — Late L. sufficientia, fr. L. suffi-

ciens, gen. -entis. See next word and -cy.

sufficient, adj. — L. sufficiens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of sufficere. See suffice and -ent.

Derivatives: sufficient, n., sufficient-ly, adv.,

sufpcient-ness, n.

suffix, n. — L. suffJxum, neut. pp. of sufflgere, 'to

attach, affix', fr. sub- and figere, 'to fasten, fix'.

See fix, adj., and cp. affix, infix, prefix. Cp. also

soffit.

Derivative: suffix-al, adj.

suffix, tr. V. — L. suffixus, pp. of suffigere. See

suffix, n.

Derivatives: suffix-ation, n., suffix-ion, n.

suffocate, tr. and intr. v., to choke. — L. suffocd-

tus, pp. of suffocdre, 'to choke', fr. sub- and the

stem of fauces, 'throat'. See faucal and verbal

suff. -ate. The change of the diphthong au to 5 is

due to dialectal influence; cp. explode.

Derivatives: suffocat-ing, adj., suffocat-ing-ly,

adv., suffocat-ive, adj.

suffocation, n. — L. suffocdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

suffocdtus, pp. of suffocdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

suffragan, n., a bishop appointed as deputy of a

diocesan. — OF., fr. ML. suffrdgdneus, 'assist-

ant', fr. L. suffrdgdri, 'to vote, support with

one's vote, support', whence suffrdgium. See

suffrage and -an.

suffragan, adj., serving as deputy of a diocesan.

— See suffragan, n.

suffrage, n., 1) vote; voting; 2) the right to vote.

— MF. (= F.), fr. L. suffrdgium, 'voting tablet;

vote, assent, support', prop, 'shout of approv-

al', fr. sub- and fragor, 'breaking to pieces;

crash, noise, din', from the stem of frangere,

'to break'. See fraction and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: suffrag-ial, adj., suffrag-ist, n.

suffragette, n., a woman who advocates female

suffrage. — F., formed fr. suffrage (see prec.

word) with suff. -ette.

Derivative: suffragett-ism, n.

suffragist, n., one who advocates the extension of

political suffrage, esp. to women. — Formed
fr. suffrage with suff. -ist.

Derivatives : suffragist, suffragist-ic, adjs. , suffra-

gist-ic-al-ly, adv.

suffumigate, tr. v., to fumigate from underneath.

— Late L. suffumigdtus, pp. of suffumigare, fr.

sub- and L.fUmigdre, 'to smoke, fumigate'. See

fumigate.

suffumigation, n. — Late L. suffiimigdlio, gen.

-onis, fr. suffumigdtus, pp. of suffumigare. See

prec. word and -ion.

suffuse, tr. v., to overspread. — L. suffHsus, pp. of

suffundere, 'to pour underneath', fr. sub- and

fundere, 'to pour". See fuse, v.

Derivative: suffus-ive, adj.

suffusion, n. — L. suffUsiO, gen. -onis, fr. suffusus,

pp. of suffundere. See prec. word and -ion.

Sufi, n., member of a Mohammedan mystic

order. — Arab. f«//, lit. 'man of wool", i.e. 'a

man wearing woolen garments', fr. ?uf, 'wool'

;

so called from the habit of 'putting on the holy

garment' (= tabs-af-fuf), in order to devote

oneself to mysticism.

sufic, adj., pertaining to a Sufi. — Formed fr.

Sufi with adj. suff. -ic.

Sufism, n., mystical doctrines of the Sufis. —
Formed fr. Sufi with suff. -ism.

sug-, assimilated form of sub- before g.

sugar, n. — ME. suger, sugre, fr. OF. (= F.)

Sucre, fr. ML. succarum, fr. Arab, siikkar, fr.

Pers. shdkdr, fr. Pali sakkard, fr. OI. sdrkard,

sarkarah, 'gravel, grit, sugar', which is cogn.

with Gk. xp6x7), xpoxaXv], 'pebble', and with

the first element in xpoxo-SiXoi;, 'crocodile'.

Cp. It. zucchero, Sp. azucar. Port, afucar. Rum.
zdhar, OHG. zucura (whence MHG. zuker, G.
Zucker), 'sugar', which all are borrowed fr.

Arab, siikkar. (The inital a in Sp. azucar. Port.

afucar represents the Arab, article al). Cp. sac-

char-, saccharin, sucrate, sucrose. Cp. also jag-

gery, the first element in crocodile, and the

second element in seersucker.

Derivatives: sugar, tr. and intr. v., sugar-less,

adj., sugar-like, adj., sugar-y, adj., sugar-i-ness,

n.

sugent, adj., suctorial. — L. sUgens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of sUgere, 'to suck', which is rel. to

sHcus, succus, 'juice, sap', and cogn. with OE.
sUcan, sugan, 'to suck'. See suck and -ent.

suggest, tr. v. — L. suggestus, pp. of suggerere,

'to lay beneath ; to furnish, supply', fr. sub- and

gerere, 'to bear, carry'. See gest.

Derivatives: suggest-er, n., suggest-ible, adj.,

suggest-ibil-ity, n., suggest-ible-ness, n. suggest-

ibl-y, adv., suggest-ing, adj., suggest-ing-ly, adv.,

suggest-ive, adj., suggest-ive-ly, adv., suggest-

ive-ness, n.

suggestion, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. OF.,

fr. L. suggestidnem, ace. of suggestio, fr. sugges-

tus, pp. of suggerere. See suggest and -ion.

suggilate, tr. v., to beat black and blue.— L. sUgil-

Idtus, suggilldtus, pp. of sUgilldre, suggilldre,

which is a derivative of sugere, 'to suck' (see

sugent). The orig. meaning of sUgilldre, suggil-

ldre was 'to cause the blood to flow'. For the

ending see verbal suff. -ate.

suggillation, n. — L. sUgilldtid, suggilldtid, gen.

-onis, fr. sugilldtus, suggilldtus, pp. of sUgilldre,

suggilldre. See prec. word and -ion.

sui, pron. used in Latin phrases like sui generis,

sui juris, etc. — L. sui, gen. of suus, 'his, her,

its; one's", fr. OL. sovos, of s.m., from the I.-E.

reflexive base *swe-, whence also OI. svdh,

Avestic hva-, x"a-, OPers. huva, 'one's own',

Gk. 6?, Dor. *r6c, Homeric eoc (for *swo-s,

*sewo-s), 'his, her, its", OSlav. svoj!, OPruss.

swais, 'his, her, its; one's own', OSlav. svojakii,

'relative, kinsman", Goth, swes, adj., one"s

own"; n., 'property', OHG. swds, 'one's own,

beloved", Goth, seins (for *sKei-no-s), OHG.,
MHG., OS., OE. sin, G. sein, ON. sinn, Dan.,

Swed. sin, 'his", Olr. fein,fadein, 'himself, etc..

Arm. in-k'n, gen. ink'ean, of s.m. From I.-E.

*se-, a collateral form of base *swe- derive

Gk. e, 'himself, herself, itself, ct-9c(v), 'to

them', L. se, of s.m., OSlav. sf, Lith. si,

OPruss. sien, 'himself, etc., L. sibi, OSlav. sebg.
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OPruss. sebbei, 'to himself, etc., Goth., ON.,

LG., MDu. sik, OHG. sih, MHG. sich, 'him-

self, etc., G. sich, 'himself, etc., 'to himself,

etc. (Du. zich is a HG. loan word). Cp. the

first element in suicide. Cp. also aseity, perseity,

desolate, Sabine, Samnite, self, sib, sister, -s^L,

so, soi-disant, sole, 'alone', such, swadeshi,

swami,swaraj.Cp. also assuetude, consuetudinary,

custom, ethical, ethnic, stridhana and the second

element in gossip.

suicidal, adj. — See suicide, n., and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: suicidal-ly, adv.

suicide, n., the act of killing oneself intentionally.

— Lit. 'killing of oneself, compounded of L.

sui, 'of oneself (see sui), and -cidium, 'killing',

fr. -cidere, 'to kill'. See -cide, 'killing'.

suicide, n., one who commits suicide. — Lit.

'killer of oneself, compounded of L. sui, 'of

oneself, and -cida, fr. -cidere. See prec. word

and -cide, 'killer'.

suilline, adj., piglike. — Formed with suff. -ine

(representing l^.-inus) fr. L. suillus, 'of swine',

fr. sUs, gen. suis, 'swine', which is cogn. with

OE. sugu, 'female pig'. See sow, n.

suint, n., natural grease of wool. — F., fr. suer,

'to sweat', fr. L. sOdare. See sudation.

suit, n. — ME. siute, seute, fr. OF. siwte (read

siute), later metathesized into suite (F. suite), fr.

VL. *sequita (L. secUta), fern. pp. of sequere (L.

sequi), used as a noun. See sequel and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: suit, tr. and intr. v., suit-able, adj.,

suit-abil-ity, n., suit-able-ness, n., suit-abl-y, adv.,

suit-ed, adj., suit-ing, n.,

suite, n., 1) a group of attendants; retinue; 2) a

series or set, esp. of rooms or furniture. — A
French loan word. See suit.

suitor, n. — ME. sutor, suitor, fr. AF. suitor, fr.

L. secUtor, 'follower, pursuer', fr. secHtus, pp.

of sequi, 'to follow'. See sue and agential suff.

-or.

suivez, v., direction to the accompanist to follow

the soloist in tempo, etc. {mus.) — F., 'follow',

imper. pi. oi suivre, 'to follow', which was re-

fashioned fr. suit, metathesized form of siut,

*sieut, fr. VL. *sequitus, pp. of sequere, 'to

follow'. See suit.

sukey, n., tea kettle. — From Sukey, pet form of

Susan.

Sukkoth, Succoth, n., the Feast of Tabernacles

{Jewish Relig.) — Heb. sukkoth, pi. sukkd
,

'booth, tabernacle', prop, 'covert', from sdk-

hdkh, 'he covered, screened'.

sulcate, also sulcated, adj., marked with grooves,

(hot.) — L. sulcdtus, pp. of sulcare, 'to furrow',

fr. sulcus, 'furrow, trench', which is cogn. with

Gk. iiky.fjq, (for *solqds), 'furrow', sXxsiv (for

*selqein), 'to draw'. Arm. hetg, 'slow, lazy". Alb.

hel'k, hek\ 'I tear off', OE. sulh, 'plow', Olr.

osailcim (for *ad-solcim), 'I tear away', OSlav.

vlikQ, Lith. velkit, 'I draw', Toch. B.salk-,salk-

(perf. stem), 'to take away; to suck'. Cp. Hol-

cus. For the ending see adj. suff. -ate, resp. also

3rd -ed.

sulcate, tr. v., to mark with grooves. — L. sulca-

tus, pp. of sulcare. See sulcate, adj.

sulcated, adj. — See sulcate, adj.

sulcation, n., a furrowing or grooving. — See

prec. word and -ion.

sulcus, n., a furrow, a groove. — L. See sulcate,

adj.

sulf-, sulfa- (also spelled sulph-, sulpha-), com-

bining form meaning 'containing sulfur'. — See

sulfur,

sulfate (also spelled sulphate), n., salt of sulfuric

acid {chem.) — See sulf- and chem. suff. -ate.

sulfatize (also spelled sulphatize), tr. v., to turn

into sulfate. — See sulfate and -ize.

sulfide (also spelled sulphide), n., a compound of

sulfur with another element or radical (chem.)

— See sulf- and -ide.

sulfite (also spelled sulphide), n., a salt ofsulfurous

acid (chem.)— See sulf- and subst. suff. -ite.

sulfo- (also spelled sulpho-), combining form

meaning 'sulfur-' or 'containing sulfur'. — F.

sulfa-, fr. sulfure. See sulfur,

sulfone (also spelled sulphone), n., any of com-

pounds containing the sulfonyl group (SO^). —
Coined fr. combining form sulf- and suff. -one.

sulfonium (also spelled sulphonium), n., the uni-

valent radical SH, (chem.) — ModL., coined fr.

sidfm and ammonium.

sulfonyl (also spelled sulphonyl), n., the bivalent

radical SO^ (chem.) — Coined fr. sulfone and

suff. -yl.

sulfur (also spelled sulphur), n. — L. sulpur, sul-

phur, sulfur, prob. cogn. with Toch. B. salp-, AB
sdip-, 'to burn'. There is prob. no connection

between L. sulphur and Goth, swibls, OE. swefel,

'sulfur'. Cp. solfatara.

Derivatives : sulfur (sulphur), adj. and tr. v. sulfur-

ate (sulphur-ate), tr. v., sulfur-ation (sulphur-

ation), n., sulfur-ic (sulphur-ic), adj., sulfurize

(q.v.), sulfurous (q.v.), sulfur-y (sulphur-y), adj.

sulfureous (also spelled sulphureous), adj. — L.

sulpureus, sulphureus, 'pertaining to sulfur'.

See prec. word and -eous.

Derivatives: sulfureous-ly, adv., sulfureous-ness,

n.

sulfuret (also spelled sulphuret) n., a sulfide. —
ModL. sulphuretum, fr. L. sulphur. See sulfur.

Derivative: sulfuret, tr. v., to combine with

sulfur.

sulfurize (also spelled sulphurize), tr. v., to com-

bine or impregnate with sulfur or a compound

of sulfur. — F. sulfuriser, fr. L. sulfur. See

sulfur and -ize.

Derivative: sulfuriz-ation, n.

sulfurous (also spelled sulphurous), adj., 1) con-

taining sulfur; 2) resembling burning sulfur

(chem.) — L. sulphurosus, sulfurosus, 'full of

sulfur', fr. sulphur, sulfur. See sulfur and -ous.

Derivatives: sulfurous-ly (sulphurous-ly), adv.,

sulfurous-ness (sulphurous-ness), n.
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sulk, intr. v., to be sulky. — Back formation fr.

sulky.

sulky, adj., silently sullen. — Formed—with

change of suff. -en to -y—fr. OE. -solcen, 'sloth-

ful', in asolcen, pp. of dseolcan, 'to be slothful',

which is rel. to MHG. selken, 'to drop, fall'-

and possibly cogn. with Olr. selg, 'hunt, hunt,

ing', sleg, 'spear', OL srjdti, sdrjati, 'releases,

pours, shoots'.

Derivative: sulky, n.

sullen, adj., morose; gloomy. — ME. solein, so-

lain, fr. OF. solain, 'lonely', fr. L. solus, 'alone'.

See sole, 'alone', and -an.

Derivatives: sullen-ly, adv., sullen-ness, n.

sully, tr. v., to stain, tarnish. — MF. (= F.)

souiller, 'to soil, dirty'. See soil, 'to dirty'.

sulph-, sulpha-, sulphate, etc. — Var. of sulf-,

sulfa-, sulfate, etc.

sultan, n.— F., fr. Arab, sultan, 'sultan', fr. Aram.

shultdnd, 'power', sometimes used in the sense

'possessor of power', from sh let, 'to have pow-

er'. See Noldeke, Beitrage zur semitischen

Sprachwissenschaft, Strassburg, 1910, p. 39.

Aram, sh^let, is rel. to Heb. shaldt, 'he ruled,

was master', Akkad. shaldtu, 'to have power',

shaitu, shitlutu, 'powerful, mighty'.

Derivatives: sultana (q.v.), sultan-ate, n., sultan-

ess, n., sultan-ship, n.

sultana, n., a sultan's wife, mother, daughter or

sister. — It., fem. of sultano, fr. Arab, sultan,

'sultan'. See prec. word.

sultry, adj., oppressively hot.— Formed from the

obsolete verb to suiter, a var. of swelter.

Derivatives: sultri-ly, adv., sultri-ness, n.

sum, n. — ME. summe, somme, fr. OF. summe,

somme (F. somme), fr. L. summa, 'top, summit

;

chief point; amount', prop. fem. of the adj.

summus, 'highest', used as a noun. Summus
stands for *sup-mos and is rel. to L. super,

'above', sub, 'under'. See sub-, super-, and cp.

summary, summit, consummate. Cp. also OI.

upamdh, 'the highest, uppermost', OE. ufema, of

s.m., Gk. OTtaToi; (dissimilated fr. *u7ra(jt.o?), of

s.m., which are all cogn. with L. summus, 'high-

est'. For the sense development of L. summa,

'sum', lit. 'the highest', one should bear in mind

that the Romans used to write the sum over the

addends (in contradistinction to our own habit

of putting the sum under the addends).

Derivatives: sum-less, adj., sum-less-ness, n.

sum, tr. V.— ME. summen, sommen, fr. OF. sum-

mer, sommer (F. sommer), fr. ML. summdre, fr.

L. summa. See sum, n.

Derivative: summ-ed, adj.

sumac, sumach, n., any of the plants of the genera

Rhus and Toxicodendron. — ME. sumac, fr.

MF. (= P.), fr. OF. sumac, fr. ML. sumach, fr.

Arab, summdq, 'the sumac tree', fr. Syr. sum-

mdq, 'red'.

sumbul, n., the root ofmuskroot.— F. sumbul, fr.

Arab. sUnbul, 'spikenard'.

sumoi, n., a sow's udder; the fat of something

(fig-) — L. sQmen, 'breast of women, a sow's

udder', for *siigs-men, fr. sdgo, sugere, 'to suck'.

See sugent. For the ending see suff. -men.

Sumer, n., an ancient district of Babylonia.

Sumerian, adj., 1) pertaining to Sumer; 2) per-

taining to the inhabitants of Sumer, their lan-

guage or civilization ; n., an inhabitant ofSumer.

— Formed fr. Sumer with suff. -ian.

summary, adj., brief. — ML. summdrius, an adj.

formed from the Latin noun summdrium. See

next word.

Derivatives: summari-ly, adv., sunimari-ness,

n.

summary, n., a brief statement, review.— L. sum-

mdrium, 'a summary, abstract', fr. summa. See

sum, n., and subst. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: summar-ist, n., summar-ize, tr. v.,

summar-iz-ation, n., summar-iz-er, n.

summation, n.— ModL. summdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

ML. summdtus, pp. of summdre, fr. L. summa.

See sum, n., and -ation.

summer, n., a season. — ME. sumer, somer, fr.

OE. sumor, rel. to OS., ON., Norw., OHG.
sumar, Dan. sommer, Swed. sommar, OFris.

sumur, MDu. somer, Du. zomer, MHG. sumer,

G. Sommer, and cogn. with OI. sdmd, 'season,

half-year, year', Avestic hama, 'summer', Arm.

am, 'year', amarn, 'summer', Olr. sam, samrad,

OW. ham, W. hdf, 'summer'. All these words are

traceable to l.-E. base *sem-, *sam-, 'summer;

season'. Cp. the second element in gossamer.

Derivatives: summer, intr. and tr. v., and adj.,

summer-ing, n., summer-less, adj.

summer, n., a large beam. — ME. somere, sumer,

fr. MF. (= F.) sommier, 'pack animal, beam,

rafter', fr. OF. sumer, fr. Late L. sagmdrius,

'pack animal', fr. sagma, 'packsaddle", fr. Gk.

adcvfia, of s.m., which is rel. to aaxTto (for

*(j(x>cico), '1 pack, stuff'. Cp. OHG., MHG.
soum, G. Saum, OE. seam, 'burden, load of a

beast of burden'. Cp. also seam, 'measure',

sumpter.

summer herring. — Translation of Du. zomerha-

ring, of s.m.

summersault, n. — A var. spelling of somersault.

siunmit, n. — ME. somette, fr. MF. somete, fr.

OF., fem. of somet, dimin. of som, 'summit', fr.

L. summum, prop, the neut. ofsummus, 'highest",

used as a noun. See sum, n., and -et and cp.

consummate.

Derivatives: summit-al, adj., summit-less, adj.

summon, tr. v.— ME. somonen, somenen, sumnen,

fr. OF. somondre, semondre, fr. VL. summonere

(3rd conjugation), corresponding to L. summo-

nere (2nd conjugation), 'to remind, warn', as-

similated form ofsubmonere, fr. sub- and monere,

'to warn'; see monition and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For a similar change of conjugation

cp. respond.

Derivatives : j«mmo«-er, n., summon-ing-ly, adv.

summons, n. -— ME. somouns, fr. OF. somonce,

semonce (F. semonce), fr. earlier semonse, prop.
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fem. pp. of OF. semondre, 'to remind, warn',

used as a noun. See prec. word.

Derivatives; summons, tr. v.

sump, n., marsh, mud ; the lowest part of a mine

or pool. — Fr. MLG. sump, 'a marsh', which is

rel. to E. swamp (q.v.)

Derivatives: sump, tr. and intr. v., sump-er, n.

sumpitan, n., blowpipe for shooting arrows, used

by the savages of Borneo. — Malay sumpitan-

'blowgun", fr. sumpit, 'blowpipe', lit. 'narrow',

Cp. sarbacane.

sumpter, n., a pack horse. — ME., fr. OF. som.

metier, 'driver of a pack animal', fr. VL. *sag-

matdrius, fr. Late L. sagmdrius, fr. sagma, 'pack-

saddle'. See summer, 'beam'.

sumption, n., a major premise (logic) — ME.
sumpcion, fr. L. sUmptio, gen. -onis, lit. 'a taking',

fr. sUmplus, pp. of sUmere, 'to take, select, as-

sume; to use, spend, consume', which is a con-

traction of *sub-emere, fr. sub- and emere, 'to

take, buy'. See exempt, adj. and -ion and cp.

assume, assumption, consume, consumption, pre-

sumption, resume, resumption, subsume, sub-

sumption. Cp. also the next two words.

sumptuary, adj., pertaining to expense. — L.

sUmptudrius, formed with suff. -drius fr. siimp-

tus, 'expense', fr. sUmptus, pp. of sUmere, 'to

take; to spend'. See prec. word and adj. suff.

-ary.

sumptuous, adj., luxurious. — MF. (^ F.) somp-

tueux (fem. somptueuse), fr. L. sUmptudsus, 'cost-

ly', formed with suff. -dsus, fr. sUmptus, pp. of

sumere, 'to take; to spend'. See sumption and

-ous.

Derivatives : sumptuous-ly, nd\.,sumptuous-ness,

n.

sun, n. — ME. sonne, fr. OE. sunne, rel. to ON.,

OS., OHG. sunna, MDu. somie, Du. zon, MHG.,
G. Sonne, 'sun', Goth, sunnd. These words are

-en-enlargements of l.-E. base *sdu-, *su-, 'to

shine; sun', and cogn. with Avestic xv ng (for

*swen-s), 'of the sun', xvanvant, 'sunny'. For-/-

enlargements of base *sdu-, *su- see Sol. Cp.

south.

Derivatives: sun, tr. and intr. v., sunn-y, adj.,

sunni-ness, n.

sunburn, n. — Compounded of sun and bum, n.

sunburn, tr. and intr. v. — Back formation fr.

sunburnt.

sunburned, sunburnt, adj. — Compounded of sun

and pp. of burn,

sundari, n., name of an East Indian tree (Heritiera

fames) — OI. sundari, lit. 'beautiful', fem. of

sundarah, a later form corresponding to Vedic

sUnarah, 'of full vitality' (cp. Avestic hunara-, of

s.m.), formed fr. I.-E. pref. *SU', 'well, good,

beautiful", and base *ner-, 'vital energy, vigor'.

I.-E. *su- appears also in Gk. u- in ^-yir,c,

'healthy'; see hygiene. I.-E. *ner- occurs also in

OI. ndryah, 'virile', Gk. a-vY)p, 'man'; see

andro-.

Sunday, n. — ME. sonnedai, fr. OE. sunnandaeg.

'sun's day', prop, a loan translation of L. Sdlis

dies, itself a loan translation of Gk. 'HXtou

f)(X£pa, ht. 'day of the sun'. Cp. OS. sunnun

dag, ON. sunnu(n)dagr, OFris. sunnandei, MDu.
sonnendach, Du. zondag, OHG. sunnun tag,

MHG. sun{nen)tac, G. Sonntag, and see sun and

day.

sunder, tr. and intr. v., to separate, divide. —
ME. sundren, fr. OE. sundrian (only in the com-

pounds dsundrian, gesundrian, onsundrian, td-

sundrian), fr. sundor, 'asunder', which is rel. to

OS. sundar, ON. sundr, Swed. sdnder, OFris.

sunder, OHG. suntar, 'aside, apart', MHG. sun-

der, G. sonder, Du. zander, 'without', Goth.

sundrd, 'apart'. Cp. ON. sundra, Swed. sdndra,

MLG. sunderen, Du. -zonderen, OHG. suntaron,

MHG. sundern, siindern, G. sandern (now used

only in the compounds absondern, aussandern),

'to separate', which derive from the adverbs ON.

sundor, resp. its equivalents given in the prec.

sentence. These words are cogn. with OI. sanu-

tdr, 'far away', Avestic hanar , 'without', Toch.

A snu, B. snai, sne, 'without', Gk. a-Tsp (for

*sn-ter), 'without', L. sine, 'without', Olr. sain

(for *sam), 'different', OW. han, 'another',

hannr, W. hanner, 'the half (lit. 'the other part').

All these words ultim. derive from I.-E. base

*seni-, 'away from, without'. Cp. sine, prep.,

sinecure, sincere. Base *seni- is an enlargement

of the reflexive base *se-. See se-.

sunderance, n. — A hybrid coined fr. sunder and

-ance, a suff. of Latin origin.

sundry, adj., various.— ME., fr. OE. syndrig, 'sep-

arate, several', fr. sundor, 'apart'. Cp. OHG.
suntarig, 'sundry', and see sunder and -y (rep-

resenting OE. -ig).

Derivative: sundries, n. pi.

sung, pp. of sing.— ME. sungen, fr. OE. gesungen,

pp. of singan. See sing.

simk, pp. of sink. — ME. sunlcen, fr. OE. gesun-

cen. See sink.

sunken, pp. of sink. — ME. See prec. word.

sunlit, adj. — Coined by Shelley from sun and pp.

of the verb light.

sunn, n., name of an Indian plant, India hemp. —
Hind, san, fr. OI. sanah, 'a kind of hemp', which

derives from the same source as Gk. x.avvapi?,

OHG. hanaf, OE. hxnep, 'hemp'. See hemp.

Sunna, Sunnah, n., orthodox Mohammedan law

based on Mohammed's actions and teachings.

— Arab, siinna'', 'way, custom, course, tradition'.

Sunni, n., an orthodox Mohammedan. — Lit.

'adherent of the Sunnah' (i.e. 'traditionist'), fr.

Arab, sunni, which is formed fr. smrur with -f,

a suff. expressing relationship. See Sunna.

Sunnite, n., Sunni. — Formed fr. Sunna with

subst. suff. -ite.

snnnud, n., a diploma, patent or deed of grant

(India). — Arab, sdnad, fr. sdnada, 'he leaned

upon'. Cp. musnud.

sunward, adj. — Compounded of sun and adj.

suff. -ward.
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sunward, sunwards, adv. — Compounded of sun

and adv. suflT. -ward, resp. -wards,

sunwise, adv., in the direction of the sun.— Com-

pounded of sun and combining form -wise,

sup, tr. and intr. v., to sip. — ME. soupen, supen,

'to sup, drink', fr. OE. sQpan, rel. to ON. sUpa,

'to sip, drink', Swed. supa, MLG. sUpen, Du.

zuipen, 'to drink, tipple, booze', OHG. sSfan,

MHG. sUfen, 'to drink, sip', G. saufen, 'to drink,

sipple, booze'. The orig. meaning of these verbs

was 'to draw in, suck in'. They derive fr. I.-E.

*sub-, which seems to be a -^-enlargement of

base *seu-, 'sap, juice; to squeeze, press; to rain,

flow', whence also—with /c-formative element

—

L. sUcus, succus, 'sap, juice', sUgere, 'to suck',

OE. sdcan, sUgan, 'to suck'. See suck and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also sip.

Derivative: sup, n., a mouthful.

sup, intr. v., to take supper; tr. v., to provide

with supper. — A blend of OF. soper, super,

sauper (F. soiiper) and ME. soupen, supen, 'to

drink'. See prec. word and cp. supper,

sup-, assimilated form of sub- before p.

super, n. (slang). — Abbreviation of super-

numerary; used especially in the sense of super-

numerary actor.

super-, pref. meaning 'above, over'. — L. super-,

fr. super, 'over, above, on the top of; beyond',

rel. to supra, of s.m., and cogn. with OI. updri,

Gk. uTtsp, 'over, above, beyond', fr. I.-E. base

*uper-, *uperi-, 'over, above, beyond', which is

prop, a comparative from base *upo-, 'from be-

low; turning upward, upward; up, over, be-

yond', whence also L. sub, 'under'. See over and

cp. sub-. Cp. also supra-, soprano, soubrette,

sovereign, superable, superb. Cp. also pref. sur-,

representing OF., F. sur.

superable, adj., surmountable. — L. superdbilis,

'that may be surmounted, superable', fr. supe-

rdre, 'to surmount', fr. super, 'over, above'. See

super- and -able.

Derivatives: superabil-ity, n., superable-ness, n.,

superahl-y, adv.

superadd, tr. v., to add to something already

added. — L. superaddere, fr. super- and addere,

'to add'. See add.

superaddition, n. — See prec. word and -ion and

cp. addition,

superaimuate, tr. v., to retire on account of old

age. — Compounded of super-, L. annus, 'year'

(see annual), and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: superannuat-ed, adj., superannuat-

ion, n.

superb, adj., majestic; elegant; very fine. — L.

superbus, 'haughty, proud, excellent', prob.

standing for *super-bhw-os and orig. meaning

'being superior to', fr. super, 'above, over', and

I.-E. base *bhu-, 'to be', whence also L. fui, 'I

have been', fulHrus, 'about to be", OE. beon, 'to

be'. See super- and be. For the second element in

L. superbus cp. dubious, iHOve.

Derivatives: superb-ty, adv., superb-ness, n.

supercargo, n., an agent in a merchant ship super-

intending the sale of its cargo. — Sp. sobrecar-

go; refashioned after super, the Latin etymon of

Sp. sabre. See cargo.

superciliary, adj., above the eyebrow. — ModL.

supercilidris, fr. L. supercilium, 'eyebrow', for

*superkeliom, lit. 'the covering above (i.e. above

the eyes)', fr. super- and *keliom. 'cover, lid', fr.

L-E. base *I<el-, 'to hide, cover', whence also L.

celdre, 'to hide'. See cell and cp. words there re-

ferred to there. For the ending see adj. suff. -ary.

For sense development cp. E. lid, 'cover', with

eyelid. L. cilium, 'eyelid', is a back formation fr.

supercilium; see cilia.

Derivative: superciliary, n.

supercilious, adj., haughty, arrogant.— L. super-

cilidsus, 'proud, haughty', fr. supercilium, 'eye-

brow; pride'. See prec. word and -ious.

Derivatives: supercilious-ly, adv., supercilious-

ness, n.

superego, n., that part of the psyche which con-

trols the impulses of the id (psychoanalysis). —
Coined fr. super- and ego.

supererogate, intr. v., to give or do more than is

required. — L. supererogdtus, pp. of superero-

gdre, 'to spend in addition', fr. super- and ero-

gdre, 'to pay out', fr. e, 'out of, and rogdre, 'to

ask, beg, borrow'. See e- and rogation. For the

ending see verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: supererogation (q.v.), supererogat-

ory, adj.

supererogation, n. — Late L. supererogdtid, gen.

-onis, fr. L. supererogdtus, pp. of supererogdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

superficial, adj. — ME., fr. Late L. superficidlis,

'of the surface', fr. L. superficies. See next word

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : superficial, n., superficial-ist, n., one

whose understanding or knowledge is superfi-

cial, superficial-ity, n., superficial-ly , adv., super-

ficial-ness, n.

superficies, n., surface.— L. superficies, 'top, sur-

face', fr. super- and fades, 'face'. See face and

cp. surface, which is a doublet of superficies. For

the change of Latin d (in fades) to ; (in super-

ficies) see abigeat and cp. words there referred

to.

superfluity, n.— ME. superfiuitee, fr. MF. (= F.)

superfluite, fr. OF. superfluite, fr. VL. superflui-

tdtem, ace. of superfluitds, fr. L. superfluus. See

next word and -ity.

superfluous, adj. — ME., fr. L. superfluus, 'run-

ning over; superfluous, unnecessary', fr. super-

^ndfluere, 'to flow'. See fluent. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: superfluous-ly, adv., superfluous-

ness, n.

superheat, tr. v., to overheat. — A hybrid coined

fr. super- and heat. The correct form of the verb

is overheat.

Derivative: superheat-er, n.

superintend, tr. and intr. v. — Late L. superinten-
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dere, fr. super- and L. intendere, 'to stretch out

;

to direct; to pay attention to'. See intend,

superintendence, n. — ML. superintendentia, fr.

Late L. superintendens, gen. -entis. See next word
and -ce.

superintendent, adj. and n. — Late L. superinten-

dens, pres. part, of superiniendere. See super-

intend and -ent and cp. intendant.

superior, adj. and n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) su-

perieur, fr. OF. superieur, fr. L. superiorem, ace.

of superior, 'higher', compar. of superus, 'that

which is above; higher', fr. super, 'above'. See

super- and compar. suff. -ior and cp. supreme.

Derivatives: superior-fy, adv., superior-ness, n.

superiority, n. — MF. (= F.) superiorite, fr. L.

superioritdtem, ace. of superioritas, fr. superior.

See prec. word and -ity.

superjacent, adj., lying above. — L. superjacens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of superjacere, 'to lie

above', fr. super- and jacere, 'to lie'. See jet, 'to

spirt forth', and cp. words there referred to.

superlative, adj. — ME. superlatif, fr. MF. (=
F.), fr. OF., fr. L. superldtivus, 'exaggerated ; in

the superlative degree', fr. superlatus, 'exagge-

rated, excessive' (used as pp. of superferre, 'to

carry beyond'), fr. super- and Idtus (used as pp.
of ferre, 'to bear, carry'), which stands for

*tldtos, fr. •//-, zero degree of L-E. base *tel-,

*lol-, 'to bear, carry', whence L. tollere, 'to lift

up, raise', tolerare, 'to bear, support'. See tole-

rate and cp. collate and words there referred to.

Derivatives: superlative, n., superlative-ly, adv.,

superlative-ness, n.

superman, n. — A hybrid coined by G. B. Shaw
to translate Nietzsche's Vbermensch; see super

and man. G. Vbermensch, lit. 'overman', is prop.

a back formation from the adjective iibermensch-

lich, 'superhuman', fr. iiber, 'over', and mensch-

lich, 'human', and was first used by Hermann
Rab in 1527; it was used also by Herder and
Goethe.

Derivatives: superman-ism, n., superman-ly,

adj., superman-Ii-ness, n.

supernal, adj., heavenly, celestial, spiritual. —
ME., fr. MF., formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

supernus, 'celestial', fr. super, 'above'. See super-.

supernatant, adj., floating on the surface. — L.

supernatans, gen. -antis, pres. part, of super-

natdre, 'to swim above', fr. super- and natare, 'to

swim'. See natation.

supernatural, adj. — ML. superndturdtis, fr. L.

super, 'above', ndtura, 'nature', and suff. -dtis.

See super-, nature and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: supernatural, n., supernatural-ism,

n., supernalural-ist, n.. supernaturat-ly, adv.,

supernatural-ness, n.

supematurality, n., the quality of being super-

natural, supernaturalness. — ML. supernaturd-

litds, fr. superndtHrdlis. See prec. word and -Ity.

supernumerary, adj., exceeding a fixed or neces-

sary number.— ML. supernumerSrius. See super-

and numerary.

superpose, tr. v., to lay on. — F. superposer, fr. L.

superponere (pp. superpositus), 'to place over',

which was Gallicized after F. poser, 'to put,

place'. See next word and cp. compose and words
there referred to. See also pose, 'to place'.

superposition, n. — F., fr. Late L. superpositio-

nem, ace. of superpositio, 'a placing over", fr. L.

superpositus, pp. of superponere, 'to place over',

fr. super- and ponere, 'to put, place'. See posi-

tion.

superscribe, tr. v., to write on the top of anything.
— L. superscrlbere, 'to write above', fr. super-

and scrlbere, 'to write'. See scribe.

superscript, adj., written above. — L. superscrip-

tus, pp. of superscrlbere. See prec. word.

superscription, n., the act of writing above; any-

thing written above.— ME., fr. MF. superscrip-

tion, fr. L. superscriptionem, ace. of superscrip-

tid, fr. superscriptus, pp. of superscrlbere. See

superscribe and -ion.

supersede, tr. v.— MF. superseder, superceder, fr.

L. supersedere, 'to forbear, to refrain or desist

from', lit. 'to sit above', fr. super- and sedere, 'to

sit'. See sedentary and cp. surcease.

Derivatives: supersed-ence, n., supersed-er, n.

supersedeas, n., a writ issued to stay legal pro-

ceedings (law). — L. supersededs, 'you shall de-

sist', 2nd sing. subj. of supersedere. See prec.

word.

supersession, n. — ML. supersessid, gen. -dnis, fr.

supersessus, pp. of supersedere. See supersede and
-ion.

supersonic, adj., pertaining to sound waves that

are beyond the human audibility (physics). —
Coined fr. super- and sonic and cp. ultrasonic.

Derivative: supersonic, n., a supersonic wave.

superstition, n. — ME. supersticion, fr. MF. (=
F.), fr. L. superstitidnem, ace. of superstitid,

'prophecy, soothsaying, unreasonal religious

belief, superstition', lit. 'a standing over', fr.

superstes, gen. superstitis, 'standing over, sur-'

viving', fr. superstore, 'to stand over", fr. super-

and stdre, 'to stand". See state. L. superstitid

stands for *super-staiid (see station). For the

change of Latin a (in statid) to i (in superstitid)

see abigeat and cp. words there referred to.

superstitious, adj. — ME. supersticious, fr. MF.
(= F.) superstitieux, fr. L. superstitidsus, fr. su-

perstitid, gen. -dnis. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives : superstitious-ly, adv. , superstitious-

ness, n.

supersubstantial, adj. — Late L. supersubstantid-

lis, fr. super-, L. substantia (see substance) and
suff. -dlis (see adj. suff. -al).

Derivative: supersubstantial-ity, n.

supervene, intr. v., 1) to come as something ad-

ditional; 2) to ensue. — L. supervenire, 'to come
after, follow upon', fr. super- and venire, 'to

come'. See venue, 'arrival'.

supervenient, adj. — L. superveniens, gen. -entis,

pres. part, of superventre. See prec. word and
-ent.

r

supervention, n.— Late L. superventid, gen. -dnis,

formed fr. L. superventus, pp. of supervenire.

See supervene and -ion.

supervise, tr. v. — ML. supervisus, pp. of super-

videre, fr. super- and L. videre, 'to see'. See

vision.

Derivatives: i((p- mor (q.v.), supervis-ory, adj.

supervision, n. — ML. supervisid, gen. -dnis, fr.

supervisus, pp. of supervidere. See prec. word

and -ion.

supervisor, n. — ME., fr. ML., fr. supervisus, pp.

of supervidere. See supervise and agential suff. -or.

supinate, tr. v., to place the hand so that the palm

is turned upward. — L. suplnatus, pp. of supi-

ndre, 'to bend back'. See supine and verbal suff.

-ate.

supination, n., the act of supinating. — Late L.

supindtid, gen. -dnis, fr. L. supindtus, pp. of su-

pindre. See prec. word and -ion.

supinator, n., muscle of the forearm producing

supination (anat.)— Medical L., fr. L. supindtus,

pp. of supindre. See next word and -ator.

supine, adj., lying on the back. — L. supinus,

'thrown backward', rel. to sub, 'under', super,

'above". See sub-, super- and cp. resupinate. For

sense development cp. Gk. utttio?, 'lying on the

back", fr. utto, 'under".

Derivatives: supine, n. (q.v.), supine-ly, adv.,

supine-ness, n.

supine, n., Latin verbal noun ending in -um (ace.)

and -« (abl.) — L. (verbum) supinum, neut. of

supinus, 'bent backward". See prec. word.

supper, n. — ME. soper, super, fr. OF. (= F.)

souper, prop, subst. use of an infinitive meaning

'to eat one's supper", which is of Teut. origin.

Cp. MLG. sQpen, OE. supan, 'to sup, drink', and

see sup, 'to sip'. Cp. also soup.

Derivative: supper, tr. and intr. v.

supplant, tr. v., to supersede. — ME. supplanten,

fr. MF. (= F.) supplanter, fr. OF., fr. L. sup-

plantdre, "to trip up one's heels, throw down', fr.

sup- and planta, 'sole of the foot'. See plantar.

For sense development cp. Heb. 'dkdbh, 'he be-

guiled", lit. "he followed at the heel', fr. 'dkebh,

'heel".

Derivatives: supplantatlon (q.v.), supplant-er, n.

supplantation, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. Late

L. supplantdlidnem, ace. of supplantdtid, formed

fr. L. supplanidtus, pp. of supplantdre. See prec.

word and -ion.

supple, adj., flexible. — ME. souple, fr. OF. (
=

F.) souple, fr. L. supplex, gen. supplicis, 'hum-

bly begging, beseeching, supplicating". See sup-

plicate.

Derivatives: supple, tr. and intr. v., supple-ness,

n., suppl-y, adv.

supplement, n. — L. supplementum, 'that which

fills up, supply, supplement', fr. supplere, 'to fill

up°. See supply and -meat.

Derivatives: supplement, tr. v., supplement-al,

supplement-ary, adjs., supplement-alion, n., sup-

plement-er, n.

suppliance, n,, the act of supplying.— Formed fr.

supply with suff. -ance.

suppliance, n., supplication (rare). — F., fr. sup-

pliant, pres. part, of supplier, 'to beg'. See next

word and -ce.

suppliant, n., one who supplicates. — ME., fr.

MF. (= F.), prop. pres. part, of supplier, 'to

beg', fr. OF. souploier, fr. L. supplicdre. MF.
supplier has been refashioned after L. supplicdre.

See supplicate and -ant.

supplicant, adj., supplicating. — L. supplicdns,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of supplicdre. See next

word and -ant.

Derivatives: supplicant, n., supplicant-ly, adv.

supplicate, intr. v., to entreat humbly; intr. v., to

make a humble entreaty.— ME. supplicaten, fr.

L. suppllcdtus, pp. of supplicdre, 'to beg humbly,

beseech, implore, supplicate', fr. supplex, gen.

supplicis, 'humbly begging, beseeching, suppli-

cating', which prob. stands for *sub-pldcos, 'ap-

peasing, pacifying', fr. sub- and -pldcdre, which

is rel. to pldcdre, 'to appease' (see Walde-Hof-

mann, LEW., II, p. 634 s.v. supplex) ; see placate.

For the change of Latin a (in -placdre) to ;" (in

sup-plicdre) see abigeat and cp. words there re-

ferred to. Supplicdre is not rel. to plicdre, 'to

fold'.

Derivatives: supplicat-ing, adj., supplicat-ing-ly,

adv., supplication (q.v.), supplicat-ory, adj.

supplication, n.— ME. supplicacioun, fr. MF. (
=

F.) supplication, fr. OF., fr. L. supplicdtidnem,

ace. of suppllcdtid, fr. suppllcdtus, pp. of suppli-

cdre. See prec. word and -ion.

supply, tr. v. — ME. suppleen, suppllen, fr. OF.

soupleier, souplier (F. suppleer), 'to fill up, make

up, supply', lit. 'to fill from below", fr. L. sup-

plere, 'to fill up, complete, supply', fr. sub- and

plere, 'to fill'; see full, adj., and cp. plenum. The

irregular form of the OF. verb is due to a con-

fusion with souploier, souplier, 'to beseech, en-

treat' (fr. L. supplicdre; see supplicate).

Derivatives: supply, n., suppliance (q.v.)

support, tr. V. — ME. supporten, fr. MF. (= F.)

supporter, 'to bear, endure', fr. L. supportdre, 'to

convey', lit. 'to carry from below', sub- and por-

tdre, 'to carry'. See port, 'to carry'.

Derivatives: support, a., support-able, adj.,

support-abil-ity, n.,support-able-ness, a.,support-

abl-y, adv., support-er, n., support-ing-ly, adv.,

support-less, adj.

suppose, tr. and intr. v. — ME. supposen, fr. OF.

(= F.) supposer, fr. L. suppdnere (pp. supposi-

tus), 'to put under", which was Gallicized after

F. poser, 'to put, place'. See next word and cp.

compose and words there referred to. See also

pose, 'to place'.

XisY'vva.ii\ei.suppos-able,3ii].,suppos-abl-y, adv.,

suppos-ed, adj., suppos-ed-ly, adv., suppos-ed-

ness, n.

supposition, n. — ME., fr. L. suppositionem, ace.

of suppositid, fr. suppositus, pp. ofsuppdnere, 'to

put under, put in place of another, substitute'.



supposititiousjppi

fr. sub- and ponere, 'to place'. See position and

cp. prec. word.

Derivatives; supposition-al, adj., supposition-al-

ly, adv., supposition-ary, adj.

supposititious, adj. — L. suppositicius, 'substi-

tuted', fr. suppositus, pp. of supponere, 'to put

in place of another'. See prec. word and 1st

-itious.

Derivatives: supposititious-ly, adv., suppositi-

tious-ness, n.

snppositive, adj. — Formed with suff. -iye fr. L.

suppositus, pp. of supponere. See supposition.

Derivatives: suppositive, n., suppositive-ly, adv.

suppository, n., a preparation to be introduced

into the rectum or another open cavity of the

body {meet.) — Late L. suppositorium, prop,

neut. of the Latin adj. suppositorius, 'something

placed underneath', fr. suppositus, pp. of suppo-

nere. See supposition and subst. sufF. -ory.

suppress, tr. v. — ME. suppressen, fr. L. suppres-

sus, pp. of supprimere, 'to keep back, restrain,

repress', fr. sub- and premere, 'to press'. See

press, V.

Derivatives: suppress-ed, adj., suppress-ed-ly,

adv., suppress-er, n., suppress-ible, adj., suppres-

sion (q.v.), suppress-ive, adj., suppress-ive-ly, adv.

suppression, n.— L. suppressio, gen. -onis, formed

fr. the pp. of supprimere. See prec.word and -ion.

suppurate, intr. v., to form pus. — L. suppuratus,

pp. of suppHrare, 'to form pus, suppurate', fr.

sub- and pus, gen. pijris, 'matter, pus'. See pus

and verbal suff. -ate.

Demaiives: suppuration (q.v.), suppurat-ive, adj.

suppuration, n. — L. suppurdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

suppuratus, pp. of suppHrdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

supra-, pref. used in the sense 'above, over';

equivalent to super-. — L. supra, 'above, over,

on the top of, for superd (scil. parte), lit. 'on the

upper isde', fern. abl. of superus, 'that which is

above", fr. super, 'above, over, on the lop of. See

super- and cp. the first element in somersault.

supradorsal, adj., situated on the back (anat.) —
Formed fr. supra- and dorsal.

supralabial, adj., pertaining to the upper lip

(anat.) — Formed fr. supra- and labial.

supraorbital, adj., situated above the orbit of the

eye (anat.)— Formed fr. supra-, L. orbita, 'track,

course, path' (see orbit), and adj. suff. -al. See

orbit.

suprarenal, adj. , situated above the kidneys (anat.)

— Formed fr. supra- and renal.

supraspinatus, n., name of a muscle of the back of

the shoulder (anat.) — Medical L. (musculus)

supraspinatus, erroneous coinage of the anatom-

ist J. Riolan (in Anthropographia, Book 5, chap-

ter 24, quoted by Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatologia

Anatomica, pp. 501-503). The correct form of

the name should be mUsculus supra spinam, lit.

'the muscle above the backbone', fr. supra,

'above', and spirui, 'spine'. See supra- and spine

and cp. infraspinatus.

supremacy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -acy.

supreme, adj., highest; greatest. — L. supremus,

superlative of superus, 'that which is above;

higher', fr. super, 'above'. See super- and cp.

superior.

Derivatives: supreme, n., supreme-ly, adv.,

supreme-ness, n.

sur-, assimilated form of sub- before r.

sur-, pref meaning 'above, over, beyond'. —
ME., fr. OF., F. sur, 'on, upon, over, above', fr.

L. super. See super- and cp. e.g. the first element

in surcease, surface, surround, survive.

sura, n., chapter of the Koran. — Arab, sura*',

'step, degree', loan word fr. Heb. shard , 'row,

line'.

sura, n., a god; a spirit, demon. — OI. surah,

formed fr. asurah, 'a god, a good spirit', later 'an

evil spirit'. This latter sense arose from a mis-

division of the word asurah into a-surah, the a-

having been mistaken for the priv. pref. (see

priv. pref. an-, a-). The word asurah was thus

interpreted as 'non-god' and so the new word

surah was formed in the sense of 'god'. For the

etymology of asurah see asura.

sura, n., the fermented sap of several East Indian

palms.— OI. surah, 'intoxicating drink', fr. I.-E.

base *seu-, 'sap, juice', whence also OI. somah,

'soma'. See soma, an East Indian plant.

surah, n., also surat, a soft twilled silk. — Named
after Surat, a town in Western India.

sural, adj., pertaining to thecalf of the leg (a«a/.)

— Medical L. sUralis, fr. L. siira, 'calf of the leg',

which is prob. cogn. with Gk. oJpT), &pyi, 'calf

of the leg'. For the ending see adj. suff'. -al.

surat, n., a kind of coarse cotton cloth made at

Surat, a town in Western India. — Cp. surah.

surbase, n., a molding above the base of a pedes-

tal, etc. — Formed fr. sur-, 'above', and base, n.

surcease, intr. v., to cease; tr. v., to cause to cease.

— Formed fr. F. sursis, pp. of surseoir, 'to sur-.

cease, delay, leave off, fr. L. supersedere, 'to for-

bear, to refrain or desist from'. See supersede.

Surcease was assimilated in form to cease.

Derivative: surcease, n.

surcharge, tr. v. — ME. surchargen, fr. MF. (=
F.) surcharger, 'to overload, overburden, over-

charge", fr. sur-, 'above', and charger, 'to charge'.

See charge, v., and cp. supercargo.

Derivatives: surcharge, n., surcharg-er, n.

surcingle, n., a girth for a horse or another animal.

— Late ME. sursengle, fr. MF. surcengle, form-

ed fr. sur-, 'above', and cengle, 'girdle", fr. L.

cingulum, 'girdle". See cincture and cp. cingulum,

shingles.

Derivative: surcingle, tr. v.

surcoat, n., an outer coat. — ME. surcote, fr. OF.
surcote. fr. sur, 'on, upon, over, above'. See sur-,

'above", and coat.

surculose, adj., producing suckers (hot.)— Form-
ed with adj. suff. -ose fr. L. surculus, 'shoot,

sprout, sprig', dimin. of surus, 'twig, shoot.
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sprout', which is prob. cogn. with OI. svdruh,

'stake, pole', OE. swer, sweor, 'pillar', MHG.
swir, Swiss G. Schwirren, 'pole'.

surculous, adj., surculose. — Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. surculus. See prec. word.

surd, adj., irrational (said of numbers).— L. sur-

dus, 'deaf, dull; irrational', rel. to susurrus, 'a

hum, whisper', from the I.-E. imitative base

*swer-, *sur-, 'to sound'. See swarm and cp.

sordamente, sordeilina, sordine, sordino, sourdine,

absurd. Cp. also susurration. In its mathematical

sense, L. surdus is a loan translation of Arab.

a?dmm, 'deaf',iajadhr asdmm, 'surd root'. As a

mathematical term, Arab, asdmm itself is prob.

a loan translation of Gk. &Xoyo?, 'speechless',

used by Euclid in the sense of 'incommensur-

able, irrational' (see the tenth book of his

Geometry).

Derivative: surd, n., an irrational number.

sure, adj. — ME. sur, sure, fr. MF. seUr, sur (F.

s&r), fr. OF., fr. L. securus, 'free from care, free

from danger; careless'. See secure, adj., and cp.

assure, ensure, insure.

Derivatives: sure, adv., sure-ly, adv., sure-ness,

n.

surette, n., an American tree (Byrsonima crassi-

folia)— F. suret, fem. surette, 'sourish' (whence

surette, 'sorrel, wood, sorrel'), dimin. of sur,

'sour', a loan word fr. Frankish *siir, 'sour',

which is rel. to OE., OHG. sur, 'sour'. See sour

and -et, -ette and cp. sorrel,

surety, n. — ME. seurte, surte, fr. MF. surte (F.

sOreti), fr. L. securitdtem, ace. of secHrilds, 'safe-

ty, security', fr. secHrus. See sure and -ty and cp.

security.

surf, n., waves breaking on the shore. — Fr.

earlier sujf'e; of uncertain origin,

Derivative: surf-y, adj.

surface, n. — F., fr. OF., fr. earlier superface, fr.

L. superficies. See sur-, 'above', and face and cp.

superficies,

surfeit, n. — ME. surfait, surfet, fr. OF. sorfait

(F. surfait), prop. pp. of sorfaire (F. surfaire), 'to

increase, overdo, overcharge', used as a noun,

fr. sor, sur, 'above, beyond', andfaire, 'to make,

do'. See sur-, 'above", and fact,

surfeit, intr. v. — ME. surfeten, fr. surfet. See

surfeit, n.

Derivatives: surfeit-er, n.

surge, intr. v., to rise. — MF. sourgir, fr. Catal.

sorgir or Sp. surgir, 'to cast anchor", lit. 'to rise

(at sea)', fr. L. surgere, 'to raise, erect; to rise',

contraction of *subs-regere, fr. sub- and regere,

'to direct'; see regent, adj. Cp. OF. sordre

(whence F. sourdre), 'to rise, spring, gush forth

;

to result', which derives directly fr. L. surgere.

F. sourdre is now used only in the inf. and only

in an elevated style. It has been replaced by sur-

gir, 'to rise, surge', as a loan word fr. Sp. surgir

(see above). Cp. surge, n. Cp. also assurgent,

insurgent, insurrection, resource, resurge, resur-

gent, resurrection, sortie, source.

surge, n., a large mass of moving water; wave.—
Fr. MF. sourge-, altered (owing to the influence

of L. surgere) fr. sourje-, stem ofsourdre, 'to rise'.

Cp. F. surgeon, 'sucker, offshoot', altered fr. OF.

sourjon through the influence of surgere. See

surge, v.

Derivatives: surg-ing, n., surg-y, adj.

surgent, adj., rising in waves, swelling. — L. sur-

gens, gen. -entis, 'rising', pres. part, of surgere.

See surge, v., and -ent.

surgeon, n. — ME. surgien, fr. AF. surgien, suri-

gien, contracted fr. OF. cirurgien (F. chirurgien).

See chinu'geon.

Derivative: surgeon, tr. v.

surgery, n.— ME. surgerie, fr. OF. surgerie, con-

tracted fr. serurgerie, cirurgerie, fr. Late L. chi-

rurgia. See chirurgery.

surgical, adj. — See surgeon and -ical.

Derivative: surgical-ty, adv.

siuricate, adj., a burrowing mammal of South

Africa; also called meerkat.— F. surikate, prob.

from a native African name.

surloin, n. — A var. of sirloin,

surly, adj., rude; churlish. — Another spelling of

earlier sirly, lit. 'sirlike', fr. sir and adj. suff. -ly.

The orig. meaning of surly was 'haughty, im-

perious'. For sense development cp. lordly and

G. herrisch, 'domineering, imperious', fr. Herr,

'master, lord'.

Derivatives: surli-ly, adv., surli-ness, n.

surmise, tr. and intr. v. — ME. surmisen, fr, MF.

surmis, surmise, masc. and fem. pp. of surmetre,

'to lay to one's charge, accuse', lit. 'to put upon',

fr. sur-, 'above', and metre (F. mettre), "to put',

fr. L. mittere, 'to send'. See mission.

Derivatives: surmis-ed, adj., surmis-ed-ly, adv.,

surmis-er, n.

surmise, n. — ME., fr. MF., 'charge, accusation',

prop. fem. pp. of the verb surmetre, used as a

noun. See surmise, v.

surmount, tr. v. — ME. surmounten, fr. MF. (
=

F.) surmonter, fr. OF., fr. sur-, "above', and

monter, 'to mount'. See mount, v.

Derivatives: surmount-able, adj., surmount-ed,

adj., surmount-er, n.

surmullet, n., a European fish, the red mullet. —
F. surmulet, fr. OF. sormulet, lit. 'red mullet", fr.

OF. sor (F. saure), 'reddish brown, red". See

sorrel, adj., and mullet,

surname, n. — A blend of ME. sournoun, fr. OF.

so(u)rnoun (F. surnom; see sur-, "above", and

noun) and name.

Derivative: surname, tr. v.

surpass, tr. v. — MF. (= F.) surpasser, "to excel',

fr. OF., fr. sur-, 'above', and passer, 'to pass".

See pass, v.

Derivatives: surpass-er, n., surpass-ing, adj.,

surpass-ing-iy, adv., surpass-ing-ness, n.

surplice, n., a loose white robe.— ME. surplis, fr.

OF. surpliz, surplis, fr. ML. superpellicium (ves-

timentum), lit. 'over fur garment'. See super- and

pelisse.
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Derivatives; surplice, adj., surplic-ed, adj.

surplus, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. OF. sor-

plus, fr. VL. *superplus, 'excess'. See super- and
plus.

Derivatives: surplus, adj., surplus-age, n.

surprise, n. — ME., fr. MF., fr. OF. (= MF., F.)

surprise, fern. pp. of surprendre, 'to surprise', fr.

sur-, 'above', and prendre, 'to take'. See prehen-

sile.

surprise, tr. v. — MF. surprise, fr. OF., fern. pp.

of surprendre. See prec. word.

Derivatives: surpris-al, n., surpris-ed-ly, adv.,

surpris-er, n., surpris-ing, adj., surpris-ing-ly,

adv., surpris-ing-ness, n.

surra, surrah, n., a form of pernicious anemia in

horses, cattle and camels {veterin.) — Marathi

siira.

surrealism, n., name of a French movement in

literature and art. — F. surrealisme, lit. 'move-

ment going beyond realism', fr. sur-, 'above,

beyond", and realisme, 'realism'. See realism.

surrealist, n. and adj. — F. surriatiste. See prec.

word and -ist.

Derivatives : surrealist-ic, adj., surrealist-ic-al-ly,

adv.

surrebut, intr. v., to make a surrebutter (law). —
Back formation fr. surrebutter. Cp. rebut.

surrebutter, n., plaintiff's reply to defendants re-

butter (law.) — Coined fr. sur-, 'above', and
rebutter.

surrejoin, intr. v., to make a surrejoinder (law).—
Back formation fr. surrejoinder. Cp. rejoin.

surrejoinder, n., plaintiff's reply to defendant's

rejoinder (law), — Coined fr. sur-, 'above', and
rejoinder.

surrender, tr. and intr. v. — ME. surrenderen, fr.

MF. surrendre, fr. sur-, 'above', and rendre,

'to give, give up'. See render.

surrender, n. — ME., fr. AF., fr. MF. surrendre,

inf used as a noun. See surrender, v.

surreptitious, adj., done in a stealthy way.— ME.
surrepticious, fr. L. surrepticius, subrepticius,

'stolen, furtive, clandestine, surreptitious', fr.

surreptus, subreptus, pp. of surripere, subripere,

'to creep or steal along", fr. sub- and -ripere, fr.

rapere, "to seize, snatch'. See rapid and cp. sub-

reption. Cp. also obreptitious. For the change of

Latin a (in rapere) to (f (in sub-rgptus) see accent

and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: surreptitious-ly, adv., surreplilious-

ness, n.

surrey, n., a two-seated, four-wheeled pleasure

carriage. — So called because it was first made
in Surrey, England.

surrogate, tr. v., to substitute. — L. surrogdtus,

pp. of surrogare, 'to put in another's place, sub-

stitute', fr. sub- and rogdre, 'to ask, demand, to

offer somebody for election'. See rogation and
cp. subrogate.

surrogate, n., a substitute. — L. surrogdtus, pp. of

surrogare. See surrogate, v.

Derivative: surrogate-ship, n.
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surrogation, n., substitution. — ML. surrogdtid,

gen. -onis, fr. L. surrogdtus, pp. of surrogare. See
surrogate, v., and -ion.

surroimd, tr. v.— ME. surrounden. The word orig.

meant 'to overflow', and derives fr. MF. so-

ronder, 'to overflow', fr. OF., fr. Late L. super-

unddre of s.m., fr. super- and L. undo, 'wave'.

See undate and cp. abound. E. surround was in-

fluenced both in form and meaning by an er-

roneous association with the adjective round.

Derivatives: surround, n., surround-ed, adj., sur-

round-ed-ly, adv., surround-er, n., surround-ing,

adj. and n., surround-ings, n. pi.

surtax, n., an extra tax.— Formed on analogy of
F. surtaxe, fr. sur-, 'above', and tax, n.

Derivative: surtax, tr. v.

surtout, n., overcoat. — F., lit. 'an over all', fr.

sur, 'on, upon, over, above', and tout, 'all', fr. L.

totus. See sur-, 'above', and total. For sense de-

velopment cp. E. overalls.

sivveillance, n., watch kept over a person; super-

vision.— F., 'supervision', lit. 'a watching over',

fr. surveiller, 'to watch over', fr. sur-, 'above',

and veiller, 'to watch', fr. L. vigildre, 'to be
awake', fr. vigil, 'awake, wakeful'. See vigil and
-ance.

survey, tr. v.— ME. surveyen, fr. AF. surveier, fr.

MF. surveeir, surveoir, fr. OF., fr. sur-, 'above',

and veeir, veoir (F. voir), 'to see', fr. L. videre.

See vision and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: survey, n., survey-ing, n., surveyor

(q-v.)

surveyor, n. — AF. surveiour, fr. MF. surveor,

surveour, fr. surveeir. See prec. word and agen-

tial suff. -or.

Derivative: surveyor-ship, n.

survive, tr. and intr. v. — ME. surviven, fr. MF.
(= F.) survivre, 'to outlive', fr. L. supervivere, fr.

super- and L. vlvere, 'to live'. See vivid.

Derivatives : surviv-al, n., surviv-or, n., surviv-or-

ship, n.

Surya, n., the sun-god in Hindu mythology. —
OI. SHryah, fr. suryah, 'sun', fr. I.-E. sdwel-,

*siil-, 'sun', whence also Avestic hvar^, Gk.
a^Xio;, vjeXioc, rjXioi; (for *sdwetios), L. sol,

'sun'. See Sol and words there referred to and
cp. esp. Svarga.

Sus, n., the genus of swine (zool.) — L. sUs,

'swine'. See sow, n., and cp. suilline.

sus-, form of sub-, used in some Latin compounds
in which the second element begins with s, p or

t. — L., prop, a contraction of subs-, an earlier

form of sub; fr. sub, 'under'. See sub-.

Susannah, Susanna, fern. PN. — L. Susanna, fr.

Gk. So'jaawa, fr. Heb. shoshannd'', shoshdn,

shUshdn, 'lily' ; cp. Akkad. sheshanu, Aram.
shQshantd (whence Arm. shushan, Arab, sausan,

VArab. sQsan), 'lily'. All these words derive fr.

Egypt. s(sh)shn (Coptic shdshen), 'lotus'. Cp.
Gk. ooOctov, 'lily', which is a Semitic loan word.

susceptibility, n.— ML. susceptibilitds, it. suscep-

tibilis. See next word and -ity.
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susceptible, adj. — ML. susceptibitis, fr. L. sus-

ceptus, pp. of suscipere, 'to take up, receive', fr.

sus- and capere (pp. captus), 'to take' (see cap-

tive and -ible). Cp. intussusception. For the

change of Latin a (in captus) to e (in sus-ciptus)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: susceptible-ness, n., susceptibl-y,

adv.

susceptive, adj. — Formed with sufi". -ive fr. L.

susceptus, pp. of suscipere. See susceptible.

Derivatives: susceptiv-ity, n., susceptive-ness, n.

susi, n., an E. Indian fabric of silk and cotton. —
Pers.-Hind. siisi.

suslik, n., a ground squirrel of Eastern Europe

and Western Asia. — Russ., dimin. of susol,

which is rel. to Pol. susel, Czech sysel, 'mar-

mot', from the I.-E. imitative base *siis-, 'to

rustle', whence also OSlav. sysati, Russ. sykdf,

Czech syceti, Pol. syczec, 'to hiss, whistle', OI.

SUS-, 'to breathe heavily'.

suspect, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) suspect, fr.

L. suspectus, pp. of suspicere, 'to look up, re-

spect, regard; to mistrust, suspect', fr. sus- and

specere, 'to look'. See species and cp. spy, sus-

picion. Cp. also aspect and words there referred

to.

Derivative: suspect, n.

suspect, tr. and intr. v.— ME. suspecten, fr. MF.
(= F.) suspecter, fr. L. suspectdre, 'to mistrust,

suspect', freq. of suspicere. See suspect, adj.

Derivatives: suspect-able, adj., suspect-ed, adj.,

suspect-ed-ly, adv., suspect-ed-ness, n., suspect-

er, suspect-or, n.

suspend, tr. v. — ME. suspenden, fr. OF. (= F.)

suspendre, fr. L. suspendere, 'to hang up, check,

suspend', fr. sus- and pendgre, 'to cause to hang

down; to weigh'. See pendant.

Derivatives: suspend-ed, adj., suspend-ible, adj.

suspense, n. — Back formation fr. in suspense,

transl. of F. en suspens, fr. en, 'in', and the adj.

suspens, 'suspended', fr. L. suspensus, pp. of

suspendire.

suspension, n. — Late L. suspensio, gen. -onis, fr.

L. suspensus, pp. of L. suspendere. See suspend

and -ion.

suspensive, adj. — ML. suspensivus, fr. L. suspen-

sus, pp. of suspendere. See suspend and -ive.

Derivatives: suspensive-ly, adv., suspensive-

ness, n.

suspensor, n., a suspensory (anat.) — ML. sus-

pensor, fr. L. suspensus, pp. of suspendere. See

suspend and agential sufT. -or.

suspensory, adj., suspended, suspensive.— Form-

ed with adj. suff. -ory fr. L. suspensus, pp. of

suspendere. See prec. word.

suspensory, n., a suspensory muscle; a suspensory

bandage. — Fr. prec. word.

suspicion, n. — ME. suspension, fr. AF. suspeci-

oun, corresponding to OF. sospefon, suspefon

(F. soupfon), fr. Late L. suspectionem, ace. of

suspectiS, 'mistrust, suspecion*, fr. L. suspectus,

pp. of suspicere; see suspect, adj., and -ion, and

sutler

cp. soup(on which is a doublet of suspicion. The
word suspicion has been refashioned after L.

suspicid, 'suspicion'.

suspicious, adj. — ME. suspicious, suspicieus, fr.

MF. suspecious, fr. L. suspicidsus, 'exciting

suspicion', fr. suspicid, 'suspicion', which is rel.

to suspicere, 'to suspect'. See suspect, adj., and

-ous.

Derivatives: suspicious-ly, adv., suspicious-ness,

n.

suspiration, n. — ME., fr. L. suspirdtid, gen.

-onis, fr. suspirdtus, pp. of suspirdre. See next

word and -ation.

suspire, intr. v. ME. suspiren, fr. L. suspirdre, 'to

draw a deep breath, to sigh', fr. sub- and spXrdre,

'to breathe'. See spirit and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

sussexite, n., a borate of manganese, zinc and

magnesium (mineral.) — Named after Sussex

County in New Jersey. For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

sustain, tr. v. — ME. susteinen, fr. AF. sustein-,

stem of OF. sustenir, soustenir (F. soutenir), 'to

hold up', fr. VL. *sustenlre, corresponding to

L. sustinere, 'to hold up, maintain', which is

formed fr. sus- and tenere, 'to hold'. See tenable

and cp. abstain and words there referred to. Cp.

also sostenuto, souteneur.

sustenance, n.— ME., fr. OF. sustenance, souste-

nance (F. soutenance), fr. Late L. sustinentia,

'endurance', fr. L. sustinens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of sustinere. See prec. word and -ance.

sustentation, n., maintenance; preservation. —
OF. sustentacion (F. sustentation), fr. L. susten-

tdtidnem, ace. of sustentdtid, 'maintenance', fr.

sustentdtus, pp. of sustentdre, 'to hold up, sup-

port', freq. of sustinere (pp. sustentus). See sus-

tain and -ation and cp. prec. word.

susurrant, adj., whispering. — L. susurrdns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of susurrdre. See next word.

susurration, n., whisper, murmur. — ME., fr. L.

susurrdtid, gen. -onis, fr. susurrdt(um), pp. stem

of susurrdre, 'to hum, whisper, murmur', fr.

susurrus, 'whisper, murmur', from the redupli-

cation of the I.-E. imitative base *swer-, *sur-,

*surr-, 'to sound', whence OI. svdrati, 'sounds,

resounds', Gk. crupiY?, 'flute", upov (for

*crJpov), 'beehive, swarm, crowd', L. surdus,

'dull'. OSlav. svirati, 'to whistle', Lith. surma,

'pipe, shawm', G. schwirren, surren, 'to buzz',

OE. swearm, 'swarm'. See swarm and cp. surd,

sordine, sordinella, Sorex, syrinx.

susurrous, adj., whispering, rustling. — Formed
with suff. -ous fr. L. susurrus. See prec. word.

sutler, n., a person who follows the army to sell

food to the soldiers. — MDu soeteler, 'bad

cook, camp cook' (whence Du. zoetelaar,

'sutler'), fr. soetelen, 'to cook badly', which is

rel. to Late MHG. sudelen, ofs.m., and to MDu.,
MHG., G. sieden, Du. zieden, 'to seethe'; see

seettw. (G. sudeln in the above sense is not to be

confused with G. sudeln in the sense of 'to cover



with filth, to dirty', which is rel. to OE. besutian,

of s.m., fr. I.-E. base *seu-, whence also Gk.
ueiv 'to rain'; see hyeto-). See Kluge-Mitzka,

EWDS., p. 763 s.v. sudeln.

Derivatives: sutler-age, n., sutler-y, adj.

sutra, n., a series of aphorisms (BHrfdViw/M).—^OI.

sutram, 'thread, string; string of rules, collec-

tion of aphorisms', cogn. with L. suere, 'to sew',

siitura, seam'. See suture.

suttee, sati, n., 1) Hindu widow who cremates

herself on the funeral pyre of her husband's

body; 2) such self-cremation. — OI. sati, 'faith-

ful wife', femin. of sat, 'good, wise', lit, 'being,

existing', pres. part, oidsmi, 'I am'. See esse and

cp. sooth.

sutteeism, n., practise of suttee. — A hybrid

coined fr. suttee and -ism, a suff. of Greek ori-

gin.

sutural, adj., pertaining to a suture. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L. siitura. See suture.

Derivative: sutural-ly, adv.

suturation, n., suturing. — Formed with suff.

-ation fr. L. sQtiira. See next word.

suture, n., 1) the act of sewing; 2) seam. — F., fr.

L. sUtiira, 'a sewing together, seam', fr. sUtus,

pp. of suere, 'to sew', which is cogn. with OI.

sivyati, 'sews", sUtram, 'thread, string', Gk.
(y.a(j)o'JEiv, "to patch', Goth, siujan, OE. seo-

wan, 'to sew". See sew and cp. sutra. Cp. also

accouter. For the ending see suff. -ure.

Derivatives : suture, Ir. v., sutur-ed, adj.

suzerain, n., sovereign, ruler. — F., formed on
analogy of souverain (see sovereign) from the

adverb sus, 'above', fr. VL. susum, fr. L. sQrsum,

'above', which stands for *subs-vorsom, sub-

versum, lit. "turned upward'. See sub- and
version.

suzerainty, n. — F. suzerainete, fr. suzerain. See

prec. word and -ty.

Svarga, n., heaven (Hinduism). — OI. svdrgah.

'heaven', rel. to svdrati, 'shines', Avestic hvar",

'sun', fr. I.-E. *sdwel; *sCil-, 'sun'. See Surya.

svelte, adj., slender; lithe. — F., fr. It. svelto,

prop. pp. of svellere, svegliere, "to pluck, pull,

twitch", fr. s- (fr. L. ex-) and VL. *vellitus, pp.

of L. vetlere, "to pull, pluck". See 1st ex- and
vellicate and cp. convulse.

swab, tr. v., to use a swab on; to clean with a

swab. — Back formation fr. swabber.

Derivative: swab, n.

swabber, n., 1) a person who uses a swab; 2) a

clumsy person; 3) a swab. — Du. zwabber, fr.

zwabheren, to swab", which is rel. to G. schwab-

beln; prob. of imitative origin. For the ending

see agential suff. -er.

Swabian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

ModL. Suabia, fr. G. Schwaben, fr. OHG.
Swaba, name of a German tribe; rel. to L.

Suebus, Suevus, 'pertaining to the Suevi', a

tribe in north-eastern Germany.
swaddle, tr. v. — ME. swalhlen, 'to bind, swad-

dle', fr. OE. swsedel, 'bandage', a derivative of
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swadu, 'band'. See swath and instrumental suff.

-le.

Derivative: swaddle, tr. v.

Swadeshi, n., Indian boycott of foreign, esp.

British goods. — OI. svadesin, 'native', fr. sva-

desa-, 'one's own country', compounded of

svdh, 'one's own', and desi, 'pertaining to a

country', fr. desdh, 'place, region, country'. OI.

svdfi, is cogn. with L. suus, 'one's own' ; see sui

and cp. the first element in swami, swaraj. OI.

desdh orig. meant 'direction', and is rel. to OI.

disdti, 'shows', disd, 'direction', and cogn. with

L. dlcere, 'to say, tell' ; see diction.

swag, n., 1) a bundle; 2) a swaying; 3) plunder,

booty {slang). — The primary meaning was 'a

bulging bag'. Prob. of Scand. origin. Cp. Norw.
swaga, 'to sway', and see sway.

swag, intr. and tr. v., to sway. — See sway and
cp. prec. word. Cp. also swagger.

swage, n., name of a tool. — ME., fr. MF. sou-

age (F. suage), fr. OF. soue, 'rope', fr. VL. soca,

'rope', which is prob. of Gauhsh origin; cp.

Bret. sUg (for *sdg), 'cord'.

Derivatives: swage, tr. v., swag-er, n.

swagger, intr. and tr. v. — Formed fr. swag, 'to

sway', with freq. suff. -er.

Derivatives: swagger, n. and adj., swagger-ing,

adj., swagger-ing-ly, adv.

Swahili, n. and adj., name of a Bantu people on
the coast of South-Africa. —• The name liter-

ally means 'coast-dwellers', it is formed fr.

Arab, sawahil, pi. of sdfiil, 'coast', and the gen-

tilic suff. -(".

swain, n., 1) country boy; 2) lover. — ME.
swein, swain, fr. ON. sveinn, 'young man, serv-

ant', which is rel. to OE. swan, 'swineherd,

herdsman', OS. swen, OHG. swein, of s.m. Cp.

boatswain, coxwain.

swale, n., a depression. — Orig. 'a cool place';

fr. ON. svalr, 'cool'.

swailet, n., underground stream (provinc.) —
Prob. derived fr. the stem of the verb swallow.

swallow, tr. and intr. v. — ME. swelowen, swale-

wen, fr. OE. swelgan, rel. to OS. farswelgan, ON.
svelgja, Swed. svdlja, 'to swallow', MDu. swel-

ghen, Du. zwelgen, 'to gulp, swallow', OHG.
swetahan, swelgan, 'to swallow', MHG. swelhen,

swelgen, 'to swallow', G. schwelgen, 'to revel'.

Cp. swill and the second element in groundsel,

'name of a plant'.

Derivatives: swallow-able, adj., swallow-er, n.

swallow, n., the act of swallowing; gullet. — ME.
swelowe, swalowe, fr. OE. geswelg, 'gulf, abyss",

fr. swelgan, 'to swallow". Cp. MHG. swalch,

'abyss', ON. svelgr, 'swallower; whirlpool', and

see swallow, v.

swallow, n., the bird. — ME. swalowe, fr. OE.
swalwe, rel. to OS., ON., OFris., Swed. svala,

Dan. svale, MDu. zwalewe, Du. zwatuw, OHG.
swalawa, swalwa, MHG. swalwe, swalbe, G.
Schwalbe, 'swallow', and cogn. with Russ.

solowij, Czech and Slovak slavik, Pol. slowik.
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'nightingale'. All these words derive from the

I.-E. bird name *swol-wi- or *swal-wi-.

swam, n., past tense of swim. — ME., fr. OE.

swam, past tense of swimman. See swim,

swami, n., master (title given to a Brahmin). —
Hind, svdmi, fr. OI. svdmin, 'master, lord', lit.

'one's own master", fr. svdh, 'one's own', and

amah, 'pressure, vehemence'. OI. stdh is cogn.

with L. suus, 'one's own'; see sui and cp. the

first element in swadeshi, swaraj. OI. amah is rel.

to dmlti, 'presses on', which has also the mean-

ing 'asserts emphatically', and is prob. cogn.

with Gk. 6[Avuvai, 'to swear'. Cp. the second

element in synomosy.

swamp, n. — Of. LG. origin; cp. MLG. sump,

'marsh, swamp", which is rel. to MHG., G.

sumpf, 'swamp, marsh". The orig. meaning of

these words was 'spongy ground'. They are rel.

to OHG. swam, swamp, OE. swamm, Goth.

swamms, ON. svoppr, 'sponge', and cogn. with

Gk. ao'^cfoq (for *swombhos), 'spongy'. Cp.

sump.

Derivatives: swamp, tr. v., swamp-er, n., swamp-

ish, adj., swamp-y, adj.

swan, n. — ME., fr. OE. swan, rel. to OS. swan,

ON. svanr, Dan. svane, Swed. svan, MDu.
swane, Du. zwaan, OHG., MHG. swan, G.

Schwan. Swan, prop, means 'the singing bird'.

The name derives from a gradational var. of

I.-E. base *swen-, *swon-, 'to sound', whence

sondre (for *swonare), 'to sound'. See sonant

and cp. words there referred to.

swank, intr. v., to swagger (slang); n., swagger

(slang). — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: swank-y, adj., swank-i-ly, adv.,

swank-i-ness, n.

swan song, — Loan translation of G. Schwanen-

gesang, which is compounded of Schwan, 'swan',

and Gesang, 'song'. See swan and song.

swap, also swop, tr. and intr. v., to exchange,

trade (colloq.) — ME. swappen, 'to strike', of

imitative origin. The primary meaning of to

swap was 'to strike (the hands at the conclusion

of) a bargain'. Cp. swop.

Derivatives: swapp-er, n., swapp-ing, adj. and n.

swaraj. n., self-government. — OI. svd-rdj, 'self-

ruling", fr. svd-, 'one's own", and raj, 'rule'. The

first element is cogn. with L. suus, 'one's own'

;

see sui and cp. the second element in swadeshi,

swami. For the second element in swaraj see raj.

sward, n., grass-covered ground, turf. — ME., fr.

OE. sweard, sweard, 'skin, rind, rind of bacon',

rel. to OFris. swarde, 'skin of the head', MDu.
swarde, swxrde, Du. zwoord, 'rind of bacon',

MHG. swarte, 'hairy scalp', G. Schwarte, 'thick,

hard skin, rind', ON. svdrdr, gen. svardar,

'skin, esp. of the head; walrus hide', grassvdrdr,

'greensward", Dan. svier, Norw. svor, Swed.

svcl, 'rind of bacon", and prob. cogn. with Lett.

scherwe (fr. 'scherdwe, fr. Old Baltic *sverdve),

'thick skin'. The sense development of E. sward

is Scand. Cp. Dan. grensvaer, 'greensward (see

M. O'C. Walshe, A Concise German Etymo-

logical Dictionary, p. 205 s.v. Schwarte);

Derivatives: sward, tr. and intr. v., sward-y, adj.

sware, archaic past tense of swear, — See swear,

swarf, n., gritty material. — Of Scand. origin.

Cp. ON. svarf, which is rel. to sverfa, 'to file'.

Cp. OE. geswearf, gesweorf, 'filings', fr. sweor-

fan, 'to file', and see swerve,

swarm, n. — ME. swarm, fr. OE. swearm, rel. to

OS., MLG. swarm, Swed. svdrm, Dan. svserm,

MDu. swerm, Du. zwerm, OHG. swarm, swa-

ram, MHG. swarm, G. Schwarm, 'swarm", ON.

svarmr, 'giddiness', O-N. svarra, 'to swarm',

M1.G' .swirren (whence G. schwirren), Dan.

svirre, Swed., Norw. svirra, 'to whiz, whir', fr.

the I.-E. imitative base *swer-, *sur-, *surr-, 'to

sound', whence also OI. svdrati, 'sounds, re-

sounds', Gk. upov (for *(Tupov), 'beehive,

swarm, crowd', L. susurrus, 'whisper, murmur'.

See susurration and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: swarm, tr. and intr. v., swarm-er,

n., swarm-ing, adj. and n.

swarm, tr. and intr. v., to climb. — Of uncertain

origin.

swart, adj., swarthy (poetic). — ME. swerte,

swarte, fr. OE. sweart, 'dark', rel. to OS.,

OFris., MLG., MDu. swart, ON. svartr, Swed.

svart, Du. zwart, OHG., MHG. swarz, G.

schwarz, Goth, swarts, 'dark-colored, black',

orig. 'of the color of dirt', fr. l.-E. base *sword-,

'dirty, dark, black', whence also sordes, 'dirt,

filth'. See sordid and cp. swarthy.

Derivative: swart-ly, adv.

swarthy, adj., dark; dusky. — Formed with adj.

suff. -y fr. swarth, dial. var. of swart.

Derivatives : swarthi-ly, adv., swarthi-ness, n.

Swartzia, n., a genus of trees (hot.) — ModL.,

named after the Swedish botanist Olaus Swartz

(1760-1818). For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

swash, tr. and intr. v., to dash, splash.— Of imita-

tive origin. Cp. swish.

Derivatives: swash, swash-er, n., swash-ing, adj.

swashbuckle, intr. and tr. v. — Back formation

fr. swashbuckler.

Derivative; swashbuckl-ing, n.

swashbuckler, n. — Lit. 'one who moves his

shield noisily", compounded of swash and

buckler.

Derivatives: swashbuckler-ing, n., swashbuckler-

V, n.

swastika, n., a symbol in the form of a Greek

cross with the ends of the arms bent at right

angles; used as the emblem of the Nazi party.

— OI. svaslikah, lit. "being fortunate", fr.

svaslih, 'welfare", a word compounded of su-,

'good, well", and dsti, 'is', which is cogn. with

Gk. eoTt, L. est, 'is' (see esse); so called be-

cause it was regarded as auspicious.

swat, tr. v., to strike, crush. — Of imitative ori-

gin.

swatli, swathe, n., line of one cut made by a

scythe, mower, etc. — ME. swathe, fr. OE.



swathe

swxd, swadu, 'track, trace, band', rel. to OFris.

swethe, 'boundary made by a scythe', MDu.
swade, Du. zwade, MHG. swade, G. Schwad,

Schwaden, 'a row of cut grass'.

swathe, tr. v., 1) to wrap; 2) to surround, enclose.

— ME. swathen, fr. OE. swadian, fr. swadu,

'track, trace, band'. See prec. word and cp.

swadle.

Derivatives: swathe, n., swath-er, n.

sway, intr. and tr. v., to move to and fro. — ME.
swayen, fr. earlier sweyen, fr. ON. sveigja, 'to

bend, swing'. Cp. Du. zwaaien, 'to wield', and
E. swag, swagger.

Derivatives : jway, n., sway-ed, adj., sway-er, n.,

sway-ing, n. and adj., sway-ing-ly, adv., sway-

less, adj.

sweal, intr. v., to burn (dial.) ME. swelen, fr.

OE. swaelan, 'to bum, be burnt up', rel. to

OFris. swela, 'to bum, be burnt up', MLG.
swelen, 'to smother'. See swelter.

swear, intr. and tr. v. — ME. sweren, fr. OE.
swerian, rel. to OS. swerian, ON. sverja, Swed.
svdrja, svara, Dan. sverge, OFris. swera, MDu.
swaren, sweren, Du. zweren, OHG. swerien,

swerren, MHG. swern, G. schworen, Goth.
swaran, 'to swear', ON. svara, 'to answer', fr.

I.-E. base *swer-, 'to speak, say', whence also

Oscan sverrunei (dat.), 'to the speaker', OSlav.

svara, 'quarrel', lit. 'a wordy contest', Toch. B.

serp-, AB fdrp-, 'to teach, instruct'; L. sermo,

'conversation', is prob. not cognate with these

words. Cp. forswear, answer.

Derivatives: swear-er, n., swear-ing-ly, adv.

sweat, intr. and tr. v. — ME. sweten, fr. OE.
swsetan, from the noun swat, 'sweat', which is

rel. to OS., OFris. swet, ON. svelti, Dan. sved,

'sweat', Swed. svett, Norw. sveite, MDu. sweet,

Du. zweet, OHG., MHG. sweis, G. Schweifi, fr.

I.-E. base *sweid-, *swoid-, *swid-, 'to sweat',

whence also OI. svedah, 'sweat', svidyati, sveda-

te, 'he sweats', Avestic xvaeda-, 'sweat', Gk.
rSpcoi; (for *swidrds), 'sweat, perspiration', tSo?

(for *swidos), 'heat', Armen. k'irtn (metathesis

for *swidrn), L. sudor, Lett, swiedri (pi.), W.
chwys, Co. whys, 'sweat'. Cp. exude, hidrosis,

sudation, suint, and the first element in sandiver.

Derivatives : sweat-ed, adj., sweater (q.v.)

sweat, n. — ME. swet, a collateral form of swot,

fr. OE. swat, 'sweat'. See sweat, v.

Derivatives: sweaty (q.v.), sweat-less, adj.

sweater, n. — Formed fr. sweat, v., with agential

suff. -er.

sweaty, adj. — ME. swety, fr. swet. See sweat, n.,

and adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: sweat-i-ly, adv., sweat-i-ness, n.

Swede, n., a native of Sweden. — LG., fr. MLG.
Swede. Cp. OE. Sweon, ON. Sviar, OSwed.
Sviar, Svear, 'Swedes'.

swede, n., also cap. Swede, the Swedish turnip.

— Short for Swede turnip.

Swedenborgiaii, adj., pertaining to the teaching

of Swedenborg. — Formed with suff. -ian
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from the name of the Swedish philosopher

Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772).

Derivative: Swedenborgian-ism, n.

Swedish, adj. and n. — Formed fr. Swede with

adj. suff, -ish on analogy of G. schwedisch.

sweeny, n., muscular atrophy in horses. — Of
uncertain origin.

sweep, intr. and tr. v. — ME. swepen, 'to sweep,

move quickly', rel. to OE. swapan, 'to swoop'
(see swoop), and to OS. swepan, 'to sweep (with

a broom)', ON. sveipa, 'to swoop, sweep; to

wrap', OHG. sweifan, MHG. sweifen, 'to

swing', G. schweifen, 'to roam about, rove,

ramble', MLG., MDu. sweven, Du. zweven,

OHG. sweben, MHG. sweben, G. schweben, 'to

float, hover, soar', OHG. sweibon, 'to soar', ON.
svifa, 'to rove, ramble, turn; make a sweep',

OE. swlfan, 'to move in a course, sweep'. See

swift and cp. squib, swipe. Cp. swifter, swivel.

Derivatives: sweep, n., sweep-er, n., sweep-ing,

adj., sweep-ings, n. pi., sweep-ing-ly, adv.,

sweep-ing-ness, n.

sweep, n. — ME. swepe, fr. swepen, 'to sweep'.

See sweep, v.

Derivative: sweep-y, adj.

sweepstake(s), n. — The word prop, means
''sweeping up (i.e. winning) the stakes'.

sweet, adj. — ME. swete, swote, fr. OE. swete,

'sweet, pleasant', rel. to OS. swoti, ON. sStr,

Swed. sot, Dan. sod, MDu. soete, Du. zoet,

OHG. swuo^i, suosi, MHG. suese, G. siifi, fr.

I.-E. base *swdd-, 'sweet, pleasing to the taste',

whence also OI. svddah, 'agreeable taste, flavor',

svddati, 'makes savory', svddate, 'tastes, is sa-

vory', svaduh, 'sweet', Gk. rjSu? (for *swddu),

'sweet', T^Ssa^ai (for *swadesthai), 'to rejoice',

avSivEiv (for *swandanein), 'to please', L.

sudvis (for *suddvis), 'sweet', suddere, 'to advise'

(lit. 'to make tasteful'), Lith. sudyti, 'to spice,

salt'. Cp. Aedes, assuage, dissuade, hedonic, per-

suade, soave, suave, the first element in Hedychi-

um and the second element in algedonic.

DcTivatives: sweet, n., sweet-en, tT. and intr. v.,

sweet-en-ing, n., sweet-ing, n., sweet-ish, adj.,

sweet-ish-ly, adv., sweet-ish-ness, n., sweet-ly,

adv.

sweetheart, n. — Compounded of sweet and
heart.

Derivatives: sweetheart, tr. and intr. v., sweet-

heart-ing, n.

swell, intr. and tr. v. — ME. swellen, fr. OE.
swellan, rel. to OS. swellan, ON., Norw. svella,

Swed. svdlla, OFris, swella, MDu. swellen, Du.
zwellen, OHG. swellan, MHG. swellen, G.

schwellen.

Derivatives: swell, n., swell, adj. (coUoq.),

swell-ing, n. and adj., swell-ish, adj. (coUoq.)

swelter, intr. v., to be faint from heat. — ME.
sweltren, swelteren, freq. of swelten, 'to die,

faint', fr. OE. sweltan, 'to die', rel. to OS. swel-

tan, ON. svelta, Goth, sviltan, 'to die', Du.
zwoel, G. schwill, 'sultry', OE. swelan, OFris.
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swela, 'to be burnt up', OE. swdl, 'heat', MLG.
swelen (whence G. schwelen), 'to burn without

flame, to smolder', OHG. swilizon, 'to singe,

roast', fr. I.-E. base *swel-, 'to burn', esp. 'to

burn without flame, burn slowly', whence also

Lith. svilti, Lett, svelt, 'to singe', Gk. CTcXa?,

'light, brightness, flame', asiki]vri, 'moon',

cXt), sI'Xt) (for*fA£>.a, *flXa), 'the sun's heat',

sXivTQ (for *feXavr)), 'torch'. Cp. sweal, sultry.

Cp. also seleno- and words there referred to.

For the possible connection between the above

words and Gk. rjXioz, L. sol, 'sun', see Sol.

Derivatives: swelter, n., swelter-ing, adj., swel-

ter-ing-ly, adv.

sweltry, adj.— Formed fr. swelter with adj. suff. -y.

swept, past tense and pp. of sweep.

Swertia, n., a genus of plants of the gentian

family (hot.) — ModL., named after the Dutch

botanist Emanuel Swert (Sweert) (born in 1552).

For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

swerve, intr. and tr. v., to turn aside— ME. swer-

ven, fr. OE. sweorfan, 'to scrub, file', rel. to ON.
sverfa, 'to scour, file', OS. swebran, 'to wipe off',

OFris. swerva, 'to rove', OHG. swerban, 'to

wipe, rub', Du. zwerven, 'to rove, wander',

Goth, af-swairban, 'to wipe off', and possibly

cogn. with W. chwerfu, 'to whirl, roll', and with

Gk. aupEiv, to trail, drag, sweep away'. See

syrma.

Derivatives: swerve, n., swerv-er, n., swerve-less,

adj.

Swietenia, n., a genus of trees of the mahogany

family (bot^ — ModL., named after the Aus-

trian botanist and physician Gerard van Swie-

ten (1700-72). For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

swift, adj., quick, rapid. — ME., fr. OE., prop,

pp. of swifan, 'to move in a course, sweep', rel.

to OE. swipu, ON. svipa, 'a whip', ON. sveipa,

'to swoop, sweep', OHG. sweifan, MHG.
sweifen, 'to swing', G. schweifen, 'to roam

about, rove, ramble', OE. swapan, 'to sweep,

rush'. See sweep, swoop. For the suff. -t, which

corresponds to I.-E. *-to, cp. old, cold, loud.

Derivatives: swift, n. and adv., swift-ly, adv.,

swift-ness, n.

swift, n., swift-moving bird, or insect or object.

— Fr. swift, adj.

swifter, n., the forward shroud of a lower mast

(naut.)— Formed with agential suff. -er fr. dial.

E. swift, 'to tauten', which is prob. of Scand.

origin. Cp. ON. svipla, 'to sweep off, reef,

svifa, 'to turn, rove, ramble', and see sweep, v.

Cp. also swift, adj.

Derivative: swifter, tr. v., to tauten with a

swifter.

swig, tr. and intr. v., to drink; n., a drink. — Of
uncertain origin.

swig, tr. v., to tighten, hoist; intr. v., to sway

about, to rock (naut.) — Of uncertain origin.

swill, tr. and intr. v., to wash. — ME. swilen, fr.

OE. swillan, swilian, 'to wash', rel. to the verb

swallow.

Derivatives : swill, n., swill-er, n.

swim, intr. and tr. v., to move in water, float. —
ME. swimmen, fr. OE. swimman, rel. to OS.,

OHG. swimman, ON. svimma, symja, Dan.

svemme, Swed. simma, 'to swim', Du. zwemmen,

MHG. swimmen, G. schwimmen, Goth, swumfsl,

'pool'. Cp. sound, 'a narrow channel'.

Derivatives: swim, n., swimm-er, n., swimm-ing,

n. and adj., swimm-ing-ly, adv.

swim, intr. v., to be dizzy.— Identical with swim,

'to move in water, float'. For sense development

cp. G. verschwommen, 'hazy, vague, indistinct',

pp. of verschwimmen, 'to fade away', lit. 'to

swim away'.

Derivatives: swim, n., dizziness, swimm-y, adj.

swimmeret, n., appendage under the abdomen
used by crustaceans for swimming. — Lit.

'little swimmer'. See swim, 'to move in water',

agential suff. -er, and dimin. suff. -et.

swindle, tr. and intr. v. — Back formation fr.

swindler. For similar back formations cp. cadge,

peddle.

Derivatives: swindle, n., swindl-ing, n., swindl-

ing-ly, adv.

swindler, n., cheat, sharper. — G. Schwindler,

'giddy person; dreamer, visionary', fr. schwin-

deln, 'to be dizzy, to scheme fantastic things', fr.

MHG. swindein, fr. OHG. swinlildn, 'to swoon;

to be dizzy', freq. of swintan (whence MHG.
swinden, G. schwinden), 'to waste away, lan-

guish, disappear', whicn is rel. to OE. swindan,

'to waste away, languish, vanish', and possibly

cogn. with Aram, k'andem, 'I destroy', Olr. a-

sennad, 'finally'. The sense development of G.

Schwindler, which now means 'cheat, sharper,

impostor', is due to the influence of E. swindler.

Derivative: swindler-ly, adj.

swine, n. — ME. swin, fr. OE. swin, rel. to OS.,

OFris., MLG., OHG. MHG. swin, ON. svin,

Dan., Swed. svin, MDu. swijn, Du. zwijn, G.

Schwein, Goth, swein, and cogn. with Gk.

u?, (TJq,, 'swine', (Iwo?, 'swinish', L. sOs,

'swine", suinus, 'of swine', OSlav. svinU, 'of

swine', svinija, 'swine", OE. sugu, sQ, 'sow'. See

sow, n., and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

the second element in keelson.

Derivatives: swin-ery, n., swin-ish, adj., swin-ish-

ly, adv., swin-ish-ness, n.

swing, intr. and tr. v. — ME. swingen, fr. OE.

swingan, 'to beat, strike, whip', rel. to OS.,

OHG. swingan, OFris. swinga, MLG., MHG.
swingen, G. schwingen, 'to swing, swingle, os-

cillate', MDu. swinghen, 'to waver", Goth, af-

swaggwjan, 'to cause to swing', factitive of

*swiggwan, 'to swing', and prob. cogn. with OI.

svdjate, 'embraces', Olr. seng, 'slender, slim'

(orig. 'flexible'). Cp. swinge, swingle, swink.

Derivatives: swing, n., swing-er, n., swing-ing-ly,

adv., swing-y, adj.

swinge, tr. v., to strike (arch.)— ME. swengen, fr.

OE. swengan, 'to beat, strike', causative of

swingan, 'to swing'. See swing.



swingle

Derivatives: swinge-ing, adj., swinge-ing-ly, adv.

swingle, n., an instruineat for beating flax. —
ME. swingel, fr. OE. swingel, swingele, 'beating;

stick to beat", fr. swingan, 'to beat, strike, whip'.

Cp. Du. zwengel, G. Schwengel, lit. 'instrument

for swinging'. See swing and instrum. suif. -le

and cp. swingletree.

Derivative: swingle, tr. v.

swingletree, n., a whippletree.— Compounded of

swingle and tree. Cp. singletree,

swink, intr. v., to labor, toil. — ME. swinken, fr.

swincan, a collateral form of swingan, 'to beat,

strike, whip'. See swing,

swink, n., labor, toil. — ME., fr. OB. swine, fr.

swincan. See swink, v.

swipe, n., a sweeping blow. — Alter, of sweep, n.

swipe, intr. and tr. v., to strike with a sweeping

motion. — Partly alter, of sweep, v., partly fr.

swipe, n.

Derivative: swip-er, n.

swirl, intr. v., to whirl; tr. v., to cause to whirl.—
Of imitative origin. Cp. ON. sverra, 'to whirl'

(whence the freq. verb svirla), G. schwimn, 'to

whiz, whir, buzz'.

Derivatives: swirl, n., swirl-y, adj.

swish, tr. and intr. v. — Of imitative origin. Cp.

swash.

Derivatives: swish, n., swish-er, n., swish-ing-ly,

adv.

Swiss, adj. — MF. (= F.) Suisse, fr. MHG.
Swizer. See Switzer.

Derivative: Swiss, n.

switch, n. , a flexible rod .
—M Du. swijch, 'scourge,

whip', rel. to OHG, MHG. zwec, 'wooden

peg', G. Zweck, 'aim, design' (orig. 'peg in the

target'), MHG. zwic, G. Zwick, 'wooden peg'.

Derivatives: switch, tr. and intr. v., switch-ed,

adj., switch-er, n., switch-y, adj.

Switzer, n., a Swiss (archaic). — MHG., fr.

Switz (whence G. Schweiz), 'Switzerland'.

Switzerland was named after Schwyz, one of its

ancient cantons. Cp. Swiss. For the ending see

sufF. -er.

swivel, n. — ME. swivell, rel. to OE. swifan, 'to

move in a course, sweep'. See sweep, v., and cp.

words there referred to.

swollen, pp. of swell. — ME., fr. OE. geswollen,

pp. of swellan. See swell,

swoon, intr. v. — ME. swowenen, swownen, back

formation fr. swowening, 'swooning', fr. OE.

geswogen, 'in a swoon', pp. of a lost verb. Cp.

LG. swogen, 'to sigh', and sough.

Derivatives: swoon, n., swoon-ing-ly, adv.

swoop, tr. and intr. v., to sweep down. — ME.
swopen, fr. OE. swapan, 'to sweep, rush", rel. to

ME. swepen, 'to sweep, rush', rel. to ME.
swepen, 'to sweep, move quickly'. See sweep.

Derivatives: swoop, n., swoo-per, n.

swoop, tr. and intr. v., to swap. — A var. of swap.

Derivative: swoop, n.

sword, n. — ME. swerd. fr. OE. sweord, swurd,

sword, rel. to OS., OFris. swerd, ON. sverd.
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Dan. sverd, Swed. svcird, MDu. swaert, Du.

zwaard, OHG., MHG. swert, G. Schwert, fr.

Teut. *swerda, lit. 'the cutting weapon', formed

fr. I.-E. base *swer-, 'to press, torment', orig. 'to

cut', and Teut. suff. -da. Avestic xvara, 'wound',

OI. svar-, 'to torment', are from the same base.

For the sense developmeent of OE. sweord, etc.,

cp. OI. krpdnah 'sword', lit. 'a cutting weapon',

fr. I.-E. base *{s)qerp-, 'to cut' (see harvest).

Derivatives: sword, v., sword-less, adj.

swore, past tense of swear. — ME. swor, fr. OE.

swor, past tense of swerian. See swear.

sworn, pp. of swear. — ME. sworen, fr. OE.

sworen, pp. of swerian. See swear.

swot, n., hard work, toil (slang).— Avar, of sweat.

Derivative: swot, intr. v.

swum, pp. oi swim.— ME. swummen, fr. OE. ge-

swummen, pp. of swimman. See swim, 'to move

in water'.

swung, past tense and pp. of swing.— ME. swang,

swong, past tense, resp. swungen, pp. oiswingen,

fr. OE. swang, past tense, resp. geswungen, pp.

of swingan. See swing.

sy-, pref — Gk. ctu-, form of <juv-, before a fol-

lowed by a consonant and before X,- See syn-.

syagush, n., the caracal. — Pers.-Hind. siydh-

gosh, lit. 'black ear", fr. siydh, 'black', and gosh,

'ear'. The first element is rel. to OI. sydmdh,

Avestic sdma, 'black', and cogn. with L. cimex,

'a bug', lit. 'the dark-brown insect' ; see cimex.

The second element derives fr. OPers. gausha-,

ModPers. gosh, 'ear", which is rel. to Avestic

gaosho-, 'ear', and to OI. ghofah, 'noise'.

Sybarite, n., and adj. — L. Sybarlta, fr. Gk.

SuPapfTT)?, inhabitant of Sybaris, fr. 2'jpapi?,

name of a Greek town in southern Italy (now

called Sibari). The inhabitants of Sybaris were

famous for their luxury, whence Sybarite came

to denote a luxurious person. — For the ending

sec subst. suff. -ite.

Sybaritic, also Sybaritical, adj. — L. Sybarlticus,-

fr. Gk. S'j(3apTTtx6?, fr. Dupaptin);. See prec.

word and -Ic, resp. also -al.

Derivative: Sybaritical-ly, adv.

sybotic, adj., pertaining to a swineherd. — Gk.

au^coTixo;, compounded of aO?, gen. ct'joi;,

'swine', and the stem of [36axe!.v, 'to feed'. Gk.

ctO; is a collateral form of ug; see sow, 'female

pig". For the second element see botany, for

the ending see adj. suff". -ic.

sycamine, n., mulberry. — L. sycamlnus, fr. Gk.

aOxiiAtvo;, fr. Phoen. shiqmin, corresponding

to Heb. shiqmim, pi. of shiqma'', 'mulberry' ; cp.

Aram, shiqma, pi. shiqmin. Cp. also next word.

sycamore, sycomore, n., 1) a tree of Egypt and

Asia Minor, the sycamore of the Bible; 2) a

Eurasian maple tree; 3) the plane tree. — ME.,

fr. OF. sicamor (F. sycomore), dissimilated fr.

L. sycomorus, fr. Gk. duxoijiopog. For the first

element of this compound word see prec. word.

The second element is identical with Gk. fioipos,

\x6fioQ, 'mulberry' ; see mulberry.
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syce, n., an Indian groom. — Arab, sd'is (in

vulgar pronunciation sdyis), 'groom', prop,

pres. participle of the verb sdsa, 'he adminis-

tered'.

sycee, n., ingots of silver. — Chin, hsi-se, 'fine

silk'.

sychnocarpous, adj., bearing fruit for several

seasons {hot.) — Compounded of Gk. r5x>yyi>c„

'many, frequent, dense, compact', and xapTtoi;,

'fruit'. The first element is of uncertain origin.

For the second element see carpel, for the end-

ing see suff. -ous.

Sycon, n., a genus of sponges (zool.) — ModL.
Sycon, fr. Gk. ctuxov, 'fig', which is prob. a

loan word from a Mediterranean language. Cp.

next word and Busycon.

syconium, n., fleshy fruit with the ovaries borne

in a hollow receptacle, as in the fig. (hot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. ct'jkov, 'fig'. See prec. word.

sycophancy, n.— L. sycophantia, fr. Gk. oOxocpav-

Tta, fr. aOxo9avTr)i;. See next word and -cy.

sycophant, n., flatterer; toady. — L. sycophanta,

fr. Gk. <Juxo9av-:rj[;, 'informer, denouncer', lit.

'fig shower', fr. aijKov, 'fig', and -cpavTT]?, from

the stem of 9atvEiv, 'to show'; see sycon and

phantasm. Several attempts have been made to

explain how the expression 'fig shower' came

to denote an informer in Greek, but they all

lack probability.

Derivatives: sycophantic (q.v.), sycophant-ish,

adj., sycophant-ish-ly, adv., sycophant-ism, n.,

sycophant-ize, intr. v., sycophant-ry , n.

sycophantic, adj. — Gk. criJK0cpavTix6?, fr.

cGKOcpdvTT)!;. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

sycosis, n., skin disease attacking especially the

bearded part of the face. — Medical L., fr. Gk.

oijxtoaii;, 'ulcer resembling a fig', formed fr.

(jvJKov, 'fig", with suff. -wctk;. See Sycon and

-osis.

sydnone, n., a group of compounds that contains

a five-membered ring (chem.) — Coined fr.

Sydn(ey) and suff. -one; so called because it was

discovered by Earl and Mackney) in Sydney (in

1935).

syenite, n., a gray, igneous rock allied to granite

ipetrogr.) — L. Syenites (lapis), lit. '(stone)

from Syene', coined by Pliny as loan translation

of Gk. SijT,vTT7;q Xli^oi; (a term used by Diodorus

Siculus), lit. 'stone from Syene', fr. Sur;vY] (L.

Syene), name of a town in Upper Egypt, fr.

Egypt. Swn (Copt. Suan, Heb. S'^wene'', Arab.

Aswan; now called Assuan); so called because

it was anciently quarried at Syene. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: syenil-ic, adj.

syl-, pref. — Gk. tja-, assimilated form of (luv-

before ).. See syn-.

syllabary, n., a list of syllables. — ModL. sylla-

bdrium, formed fr. L. syllaba, 'syllable', with

suff. -drium. See syllable and subst. suff. -ary.

syllabic, adj. — ModL. syllabicus, fr. Gk. ouX-

Xapixis, fr. cfuXXapi?], 'syllable'. See syllable and

syllogize

adj. suff. -ic and cp. monosyllabic, dissyllabic,

trisyllabic, tetrasyllable, decasyllabic, hendecasyl-

labic, dodecasyllabic, parisyllabic, polysyllabic.

Derivatives: syllabic-al, adj., syllabic-al-ly, adv.,

syllabic-ness, n.

syllabicate, tr. v., to syllabify. — ML. syllabicd-

tus, pp. of syllabicdre, 'to syllabicate', fr. L. sylla-

ba. See syllable and verbal suff. -ate.

syllabication, n., syllabification. — ML. syllabi-

cdlio, gen. -onis, fr. syllabicdtus, pp. of sylla-

bicdre. See prec. word and -ion.

syllabification, n., the act of syllabifying. — See

next word and -ation.

syllabify, tr. v., to form or divide into syllables.

— Formed fr. L. syllaba, 'syllable', and suff.

-ficdre. See syllable and -fy.

syllabize, tr. v., to syllabify. — ML. syllabizdre,

fr. Gk. auXXa^iJ^Eiv, fr. cruXXaPr;, 'syllable'. See

next word and -ize.

syllable, n. — ME. sillable, fr. MF. sillabe (F.

syllabe), fr. OF., fr. L. syllaba, fr. Gk. auXXaPr),

'syllable', lit. 'a holding together (scil. of letters)',

fr. auXXafjLpavEiv, 'to take or put together', fr.

auv (see syn-) and Xa(i(Bav£i.v, 'to take, grasp,

seize'. See lemma and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also monosyllable, dissyllable, trisyllable,

tetrasyllable, decasyllabic, dodecasyllable.

syllable, tr. v., to pronounce in syllables. — Fr.

syllable, n. ; first used by Milton.

Derivative: syllabl-ed, adj.

syllabus, n., outline, compendium. — Eccles. L.

syllabus, 'list', fr. Gk. auXXapo?, prop, an er-

roneous reading occurring in early printed edi-

tions of Cicero's Letters to Atticus (IV, 5 and

8) for atXXupoq, 'a strip of parchment attached

to a book and bearing the name of the author,

title slip'; cp. aiXXu[ia, 'fringes'. Both these

words are prob. alterations of orig. aiTTuPo?,

resp. (jiTTu[3a, ctittuPt], whose etymology is un-

known.

syllepsis, n., use of a word in both a literal and

metaphorical sense (rhet.) — L., fr. Gk. aiiX-

Xtji^i;, 'a taking together, comprehension', fr.

(j'jXXajipavE'.v, 'to take together'. See syllable.

sylleptic, adj., pertaining to a syllepsis (rhet.) —
Gk. aijXXyjTtTixoi;, 'collective, comprehensive',

fr. CT'jXXxjjtPavstv. See prec.word and adj. suff.-ic.

Derivatives : sylleptic-al, adj., sylleptic-al-ly, adv.

syllogism, n., a form of reasoning (log.) — ME.
silogisme, fr. MF. silogisme (F. syllogisme), fr.

OF., fr. L. syllogismus, fr. Gk. a'jXXoYiasxoc,

'computation, calculation", fr. auXXovtl^ECTthai,

'to compute, reckon", lit. 'to think or reckon

together", fr. n-'yi (see syn-) and Xovi^sa&ai, 'to

compute, reckon'. See logos and -ism.

syllogistic, adj., pertaining to syllogisms. — L.

syllogisticus, fr. Gk. au/Aovtcj-ixoc, "inferen-

tial', fr. o-jXXovtJ^EoS^ai, 'to compute, reckon'.

See prec, word.

Derivatives: syllogistic, n., syllogistic-al, adj.,

syllogistic-al-ly, adv.

syllogize, intr. and tr. v., to infer by the use of



sylph

syllogisms.— Gk. cfuXXoyit^eaS^ai., 'to compute,

reckon'. See syllogism.

Derivatives : syllogiz-ation, n., syllogiz-er, n.

sylph, n., an air spirit.— F. sylphe, fr. L. sylphus,

'spirit, genius', occurring only in some inscrip-

tions, but resumed by Paracelsus (1493-1541) in

the sense of 'dwarf spirit of the air'.

Derivatives: sylph-ic, adj., sylphid (ci.v.), sylph-

ish, sylph-y, adjs.

sylphid, n., a young or small sylph.— F. sylphide,

fr. sylphe. See sylph and 4th -id.

Derivatives: sylphid, adj., sylphid-ine, adj.

sylvan, adj. — See silvan.

sylvanite, n., mineral consisting of a gold silver

telluride. — Formed from the second element

in Transylvania, name of the country in which it

frequently occurs. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

Sylvester, masc. PN. — See Silvester.

sylvestral, adj., growing in the woods.— Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L. silvestris, 'belonging to a

wood, wooded, woody', fr. siha, 'wood'. See

silvan.

Sylvia, fem. PN.— Lit. 'inhabiting woods', fr. L.

siha, 'wood'. See silvan.

sylvite, sylvine, n., native potassium chloride

KCl (mineral.) — Formed from its former

name, the ModL. sal digestivus Sylvii [prob. so

called after Franz de la Boe Sylvius (1614-72),

professor of medicine at Leyden]. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite, resp. -ine (representing

'L.-inus).

sym-, pref. — Gk. o\>\t.-, assimilated form of

ouv- before \l. See syn-.

symbion, symbiont, n., an organism living in sym-

biosis (biol.)— ModL., lit. 'living together', fr.

Gk. oufipioiv, gen. ctu(x|3ioOvtoi;, pres. part, of

CTU(iPiouv, 'to live together', fr. au(j,[iio<;, 'living

together', fr. auv- (see syn-) and pto?, 'life'. See

bio- and cp. words there referred to.

symbiosis, n., a living together (biol.) — ModL.,
fr. Gk. <ju[ji[3ioj<iii;, 'a living together', fr.

tj-jfi^iouv. See prec. word and -osis.

symbiotic, symbiotical, adj., pertaining to sym-

biosis. — Gk. (jufji^itoTiKoi;, fr. aufiPiuTTji;,

'one who lives together', fr. aufxpioOv. See sym-

bion and -otic.

Derivatives: symbiotical-ly, adv., symbiot-ics, n.

symbiotism, n., symbiosis. — See prec. word and

-ism.

symbol, n., 1) sign, token; 2) emblem; 3) con-

fession of faith, creed. — Partly fr. Eccles. L.

symbolum, 'the baptismal creed' (fr. L. sym-

bolum), partly directly fr. L. symbolum, 'sign,

token, mark, sign of recognition', fr. Gk. (I'iii-

PoXov, 'token, sign, pledge, guarantee, sym-

bol', prop, 'something thrown together', fr.

(junPaXXetv, 'to throw together", fr. auv- (see

syn-) and PaXXetv, 'to throw'. See ballistic and

cp. hyperbole, parable.

Derivatives; symbol, it. v., symbolic (q.v.), sym-

bolism (q.v.), symbolist (q.v.), symbolize (q.v.)
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symbolic, symbolical, adj. — L. symbolicus, fr.

Gk. aufi^oXixo!;, 'pertaining to a symbol', fr.

<ju(iPoXov. See prec. word and -ic, resp. also -al.

Derivatives: symbol-ics, n. pi., symbolic-at-ly,

adv., symbolic-al-ness, n.

symbolism, n., 1) the representation of things by

useof symbols; 2) the practice of using symbols;

3) the name of a group of French poets (see next

word). — Formed fr. symbol with suff. -ism. In

sense No. 3 derived fr. F. symbolisme, fr. sym-

bole. See next word.

symbolist, n., 1) one who uses symbols; 2) one

versed in the interpretation of symbols; 3) one

who regards the elements in the Eucharist as

mere symbols ; 4) one of a group of writers in

France and in Belgium who rejected realism and

naturalism and attached symbolic meaning to

objects, ideas and emotions, etc. — Formed fr.

symbol with suff. -ist; in sense No. 4 derived fr.

F. symboliste, which was coined by the French

symbolist poet Paul Verlaine (1844-96) in 1885

fr. symbole.

Derivatives: symbolist, symbolist-ic, symbolist-

ic-al, adjs., symbolist-ic-al-ly, adv.

symbolization, n. — F. symbolisation, fr. sym-

boliser. See next word and -ation.

symbolize, tr. and intr. v. — MF. (= F.) sym-

boliser, fr. symbole, fr. L. symbolum. See symbol

and -ize.

Derivative: symboliz-er, n.

symbolo-, combining form meaning 'symbol'. See

symbol.

symbology, n., the study of symbols. — Contrac-

tion of symbolology, fr. Gk. ctu(j,3oXov, 'token,

symbol', and -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyoc, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See symbolo- and -logy.

For the contraction see haplotogy.

Derivatives: symbolog-ic-al, adj., symbolog-ist,

n.

symbololatry, n., worship of symbols. — Formed
from symbolo- and Gk. -XaTpEta, -Xaxpia, fr.

XocTpeia, 'worship'. See -latry.

symbolology, n. — See symbology.

symmetrical, also symmetric, adj. — Formed fr.

symmetry with suff. -ical, resp. -ic. Cp. asym-

metrical, dissymmetrical.

Derivatives: symmetrical-ly, adv., symmetrical-

ity, n., symmetrical-ness, n.

symmetrophobia, n., fear of symmetry. — ModL.,

compounded of Gk. (i'Jix(ji.£Tpta, 'symmetry',

and -90^15, fr. (po^oi;, 'fear'. See symmetry and

-phobia.

symmetry, n. — F. symmetric (now spelled syme-

trie), fr. L. symmetria, fr. Gk. cnj|i[iETp'la, 'due

proportion', lit. 'a measuring together", fr. <TU|i-

(jtETpo?, 'commensurate, of like measure', fr.

aijv (see syn-) and (leTpov, 'measure'. See meter,

'poetical rhythm', and cp. asymmetry, dissym-

metry.

Derivatives: symmetrical (q.\.), symmetr-ist, n.,

symmetr-ize, tr. v., symmetr-iz-ation, n.

sympalmograph, n., an instrument for recording

sound vibrations. — Compounded of sym-, Gk.

TTotXfjLoi;, 'vibration', and -Ypa90i;, fr. ypacpEiv,

'to write'. Gk. naXfii? derives from the base

of TrdXXeiv, 'to shake, throw', and stands in

gradational relationship to TreXeptiJ^eiv, 'to

shake', it6aejxo(;, 'fight, war'. See polemic. For

the etymology of ypatpeiv see -graph.

sympathetic, adj.— ModL. sympatheticus, fr. Gk.
au(x7Tai>r)T!.x6;, 'sympathetic', fr. crujiTra-S-if]?,

'affected by hke feelings'. See sympathy. — In

its anatomical sense (sympathetic nerve) the

word derives fr. Modem L. (nervus) sympathi-

cus, which was coined by Winslow. See Joseph

Hyrtl, Onomatologia anatomica, pp. 514-17.

Derivative : sympathetic-al-ly, adv.

sympathism, n., suggestibility. — See sympathy

and -ism.

sympathize, intr. v. — MF. (= F.) sympathiser,

fr. sympathie, fr. L. sympathia. See sympathy

and -ize.

Derivatives: sympathiz-er, n., sympathiz-ing,

adj., sympathiz-ing-ly, adv.

sympathy, n. — L. sympathia, fr. Gk. aufiTtadeia,

'fellow-feeling sympathy', fr. <sv)\j.v:<x.^iiQ, 'affect-

ed by like feelings', fr. CTUfjura^Eiv, 'to be affect-

ed by like feelings', lit. 'to suffer with', fr. a>iv

(see syn-) and Trdt^oi;, 'suffering'. See pathos and

cp. antipathy, apathy, homeopathy.

sympetalous, adj., having the petals united (bot.)

Formed fr. sym- and -petalous.

symphonic, adj., pertaining to a symphony.— Gk.
CTUjjicpcovixo;, fr. CTUfjLipciivia. See symphony and

adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: symphonic-al-ly, adv.

symphonious, adj., characterized by harmony. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. Gk. (Tu[i9(ovta. See

symphony.

Derivative: symphonious-ly, adv.

symphonize, v., to harmonize. — See next word

and -ize.

symphony, n. — ME. symphonie, fr. OF. simpho-

nie (F. symphonie), fr. L. symphonia, fr. Gk.

(Tupi9(dvia, 'concord of sound, harmony, agree-

ment", fr. cJu(X9<ovo(;, 'agreeing in sound', fr.

CTuv (see syn-) and 9t>)vr], 'sound'. See phone,

'speech sound', and cp. words there referred to.

Symphoricarpos, n., a genus of plants, the snow-

berry (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.
aru(X9opo!:, 'accompanying', and xap7r6(;, 'fruit';

so called from the clustered berries. The first ele-

ment derives from the stem of (iu|X9£pEiv, 'to

bear together', fr. ouv (see syn-) and 9Ep£i.v, 'to

bear, carry' ; see bear, 'to carry'. For the etymo-

logy of xapTTo? see carpel.

symidiyllous, adj., having leaves joined together

(bot.) — Formed fr. sym- and -phyllous.

symphyseal, adj., pertaining to symphysis. — See

next word and adj. suff. -al.

symphysis, n., union (anat. and zool.)— Medical

L., fr. Gk. <rj(i9uai(;, 'a growing together', fr.

ou[ji9ueiv, 'to cause to grow together', fr. <rlv

(see syn-) and 9ijeiv, 'to bring forth, produce,

make to grow'. See physio-.

Symphytum, n., a genus of plants, the comfrey

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ctu[X9utov, 'comfrey',

lit. 'grown together', prop. neut. verbal adj. of

cju|j,9UEi.v. See prec. word and -phyte.

sympiesometer, sympiezometer, n., a barometer

for measuring atmospheric pressure from its ac-

tion on a liquid. — Compounded of Gk. au(i-

TriEtjii;, 'compression', and ^expov, 'measure'.

The first element derives fr. CTUfxjrtst^e'.v, 'to com-
press', fr. CTiiv (see syn-) and ms^Etv, 'to com-
press'; see piezo-. For the second element see

meter, 'poetical rhythm'. Cp. piezometer.

Symplegades, n. pi., two rocks at the entrance of

the Hellespont, which clashed together and

crushed whatever came between them (Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. Sun^XifiyixSEi; (scil.

TT^Tpai), 'the Clashing (Rocks)', fr. ctuv (see

syn-) and the stem of TrXTjacjEiv, 'to strike',

whence also irXijyr], 'blow, stroke'. See plague

and words there referred to and cp. esp. Ple-

Symplocarpus, n., a genus of plants, the skunk

cabbage (bot.)— ModL., shortened from *Sym-
ploco-carpus (see haplology), fr. Gk. CTU(/.TrXox7),

'connection', and xapnof;, 'fruit'. The first ele-

ment is formed fr. auv (see syn-) and tcXoxt),

'the act of plaiting', which is rel. to TtXixstv, 'to

twine, twist, plait' ; see ply, 'to bend'. For the

second element see carpel.

Symplocos, n., a genus of plants, the sweetleaf

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. tJUjATrXoxo;, 'connect-

ed', which is rel. to aujiTrXoxvj, 'connection', (see

prec. word) ; so called in allusion to the united

stamens.

sympodium, n., an apparent main axis composed
of successive branches (bot.) — ModL., formed

fr. sym- and Gk. 7r6Siov, dimin. of Tiouq,

gen. TToSo?, 'foot'. See podium.

Derivatives: sympodi-al, adj., sympodi-al-ly,

adv.

symposiac, adj., pertaining to a symposium.— L.

symposiacus, fr. Gk. <nj(X7roCTtax6;, 'pertaining

to, or fit for, a drinking party', fr. (ju(ji.7r6oiov.

See symposium and -ac.

symposial, adj., pertaining to a symposium. —
Formed fr. symposium with adj. suff. -al.

symposiarch, n., president of a symposium.— Gk
dujjmoaiapxoi;, compounded of oufiTroaiov,

'drinking party', and ap^o?, 'leader, chief ruler'.

See next word and -arch.

symposium, n., 1) in ancient Greece, a drinking

party; 2) a meeting, conference for conversation

or discussion.— L., fr. Gk. <Ju(i7t6CTiov, 'a drink-

ing feast', lit. 'a drinking together', fr. ouv (see

syn-) and tc6(ji?, 'a drinking', which is rel. to

TiivEtv, 'to drink'. See potion.

symptom, n. — Late L. symptoma, fr. Gk.
oii(jLjrro>[ia, 'chance, occurrence', lit. 'a falling

together', fr. CTUfjiirircTEiv, 'to fall together', fr.

oiiv (see syn-) and TctTrrEiv, 'to fall', which



symptomatic

stands for *7ti-TCT£w, fr. *pt-, zero degree of

I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to fall'. See feather and

cp. ptomaine, ptosis, anaptotic, aptotic, asymp-

tote, diptote, triptote.

symptomatic, adj. — Late L. symptomaticus, fr.

symptoma, gen. -atis. Cp. Gk. cJU[iTTTco[iaTi.x6(;,

'accidental, casual', and see prec. word and 1st

-atic.

Derivatives: symptomatic-al, adj., symptomatic-

al-ly, adv.

symptomatology, n., the study of symptoms. —
Medical L. symptOmatologia, compounded of

Gk. (TUfjLTTTUjia, gen. <5u[j,TrT<i|iaT0(;, 'chance,

occurrence', and -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See symptom and -logy.

Derivatives: symptomatolog-ic-al, adj., symp-

tomatolog-ic-al-ly, adv.

syn-, pref. meaning 'with, together with'. — Gk.

aijv, ^uv 'with, together with' (whence ^x>vi>q,

'commun') ; of uncertain origin. Cp. sy-, syl-,

sym-, sys-.

synaeresis, syneresis, n., coalescence; contraction

of two vowels into one syllable. — Gk. ctuv-

aipsai?, 'a grasping together, contraction', fr.

auv (see syn-) and aipsait;, 'a taking for one-

self, a choice'. See heresy and cp. aphaeresis,

diaeresis,

synagogal, adj. — See synagogue and adj. suff.

-al.

synagogical, adj. — See synagogue and -ical.

synagogue, synagog, n. — ME. synagoge, fr. OF.

sinagoge (F. synagogue), fr. Late L. synagoga, fr.

Gk. nuvayoiyY], 'assembly, synagogue', lit. 'a

bringing together', fr. ouvctYEiv, 'to lead or bring

together', which is formed fr. ctuv (see syn-) and

SyEiv, 'to lead'. See agent, adj., and cp. agon-

istic. Gk. auvaycoyy; is prop, a loan translation

of Heb. k^neseth, 'assembly' (whence heth k"-

nesetb, 'synagogue') (lit. 'house of assembly'),

fr. kdnas, 'he assembled'. Cp. Kneseth.

synallagmatic, adj., expressing reciprocal obliga-

tions. — Gk. aijvaXXay[xaTi.y.6(;, fr. (jijvaX-

Xayaa, gen. CTUvaAXayuiaToi;, 'covenant, con-

tract', fr. CT-iv (see syn-) and SXXayaa, 'a thing

taken in exchange", from the stem of a)J.aaasiv,

'to exchange, barter', prop, 'to make other than

it is', fr. aXXo?, 'another', which is cogn. with L.

alius, of s.m. See else and cp. alias. For the end-

ing see adj. suff. -ic.

synaloepha, synalepha, n., contraction of two syl-

lables. — L. synaloepha, fr. Gk. mjvaXoicfT), lit.

'a smearing together', fr. ct'jv (see syn-) and

4X0197;, 'anything to smear with', which is rel.

to aXst^Eiv, 'to smear over', and to Xitioi;, 'fat'.

See adipose,

synangium, n., the common bloodvessel of several

arteries (anat. and zool.) — Medical L., formed

fr. syn- and Gk. dyyEiov, 'vessel'. See angio- and

cp. sporangium,

synantherous, adj., having the anthers united

Cbot.) — See syn-, anther and -ons.

synanthous, adj., producing flowers and leaves at

the same time (bat.) — Formed fr. syn-, Gk.

a-v^OQ, 'flower' (see anther), and -ous.

synaphea, synapheia, n., metrical continuity in

the lines of a verse (Greek pros.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. cjuvatpsia, 'combination union, junction',

fr. truva^iQi;, 'united, connected', from the stem

of auvocTCTEiv, 'to join together'. See next word.

synapse, n., the junction between two nerve cells

iphysiol.) — Gk. cruvaijjn;, 'contact, point or

line of junction', rel. to auvaji-reiv, 'to join to-

gether', fr. auv (see syn-) and aTrxsw, 'to touch,

fasten; to kindle'; see apsis. The word synapse

was introduced by the English physiologist Sir

Michael Foster (1836-1907) at the suggestion of

the English classical scholar Arthur Woollgar

Verral (1851-1912).

synarthrosis, n., an immovable articulation (anat.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. auva?*p<oai.?, 'a joining

together', fr. ouvapS-pouv, 'to join together', fr.

auv (see syn-) and ap^pov, 'a joint'. See arthro-

and -osis.

Syncarida, n., a division of crustaceans (zool.)—
ModL., formed fr. syn- and Gk. zSpt?, gen.

KaptSo?, 'shrimp, prawn'. See Caridea.

syncarp, n., a multiple fruit (hot.) — Formed fr.

syn- and Gk. y.ap7i6<;, 'fruit'. See carpel.

Derivative: syncarp-ous, adj.

synchondrosis, n., articulation of bones by means

of cartilages (anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

cuyxovSpuoiq, 'a growing together into one

cartilage', fr. auv (see syn-), /ovSpo?, 'cartilage'

(see chondri-), and suff. -osis.

synchronic, also synchronical, adj., belonging to,

or occurring at, the same time. — F. synchro-

nique, fr. Late L. synchronus. See synchronous

and -ic, resp. -ical.

Derivative: synchronical-ly, adv.

synchronism, n., state of being synchronous. —
ModL. synchronismus, fr. Gk. cj^/pov'-aitoc,

fr. auy/povi^£w. See synchronize and -ism. .

synchronistic, adj., synchronous. — See prec.

word and -istic.

Derivatives: synchronistic-al, adj., synchronis-

tic-al-ly, adv.

synchronize, intr. v., to happen at the same time;

tr. v., to cause to happen at the same time. —
Gk. (Tjy/povt^Eiv, 'to be contemporary with',

fr. axf/povo:;. See next word and -Ize.

Derivatives: synchroniz-ation, n., synchroniz-er,

n.

synchronous, adj., occurring at the same time. —
Late L. synchronus, a loan word fr. Gk. ctu-

-,7povoc, 'contemporary', fr. auv (see syn-) and

ygmoc, 'time'. See chronic. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, Gk. -o;, see -ous.

Derivatives: synchronous-ly, adv., synchronous-

ness, n.

synchrony, n., synchronism. — See synchronism

and -y (representing Gk. -ta, -sial.

Synchytrium, n. , a genus of algae (hot.)— ModL.

,

formed fr. syn- and Gk. x'^'^P'o''. dimin. of
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Xii-Tpa, 'earthen pot', which is rel. to /uto?,

'poured, shed', verbal adj. of /stv, 'to pour'.

See chyle and cp. words there referred to.

synclastic, adj., curved similarly in all directions.

— Formed fr. syn-, Gk. KXaaT6i;, 'broken',

verbal adj. of xXav, 'to break' (see clastic), and

adj. suff. -ic.

synclinal, adj., inclined downward on both sides.

— Formed with adj. suff. -alfr. Gk. auyxXtvetv,

'to incline, lean', fr. auv (see syn-) and xXivew,

'to slope, lie'. See clinical.

syncline, n., a synclinal fold. — See prec. word

(geol.)

syncopate, tr. v., 1) to shorten by syncope; 2)

(music) to change the rhythm by displacement

of the beat.— Late L. syncopalus, pp. of synco-

pdre, 'to faint away, swoon; to syncopate'. See

syncope and verbal suflf. -ate.

Derivative: syncopat-ion, n.

syncope, n., 1) fainting, swooning; 2) contraction

of a word by the loss of one or more interior

letters ; 3) (music) the change of rhythm by dis-

placement of the beat. — Late L. syncope, syn-

copa, fr. Gk. auyxoTTT), 'a cutting up, cutting

short; syncope', from the stem of auyxorc-Eiv,

'to cut up', fr. oiiv (see syn-) and x67tt£iv, 'to

cut'. See capon and cp. comma, Coptis, pericope.

syncoptic, adj., syncopic.— Formed with suff. -ic

fr. Gk. CTuyx67tTEtv, 'to cut up'. See prec. word.

syncotyledonous, adj., having the cotyledons unit-

ed (bat.) — Formed fr. syn- and cotyledonous.

syncretic, adj., characterized by syncretism. —
See syncretism and -ic.

syncretism, n., reconciliation of different beliefs

in religion, philosophy, etc.— F. syncretisme, fr.

Gk. CTuyxpyjTiafiot;, 'union', fr. auyxpYjTt^siv,

'to combine against a common enemy', fr. aiiv

(see syn-) and the stem seen also in xspavvijvai,

'to mix, blend', xpSati;, 'mixture'. See crater and

cp. crasis. For the ending see suff. -ism.

syncretist, n., one who advocates syncretism. —
See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: syncretist-ic, syncretisti-ic-al, adjs.

syncretize, tr. v., to attempt to reconcile; intr. v.,

to be reconciled to practice syncretism. — Gk.

a'jyxpif)Tit^Eiv, 'to combine against a common
enemy'. See syncretism and -ize.

syncytium, n., a tissue containing many nuclei

(biol.) — ModL., formed fr. syn- and Gk. xij-

Toc, 'a hollow vessel'. See -cyte, and 1st -ium.

syndactyl, adj., having two or more digits united

(zool. and anat.) — Formed fr. syn- and Gk.

SaxT'jXoi;, 'finger'. See dactyl.

Derivatives: syndactyl-ism, n., syndactyl-ous,

adj., syndactyl-y, n.

synderesis, n., synteresis. — A var. of synteresis;

cp. F. synderese. The change of / to rf is prob.

due to the Medieval Greek pronunciation of nt

as rui.

syndesmo-, combining form denoting ligaments.

— Gk. CTuvSe<j[*oi;, 'that which binds together,

fastening, conjimction', fr. (niv (see syn-) and

Seajioc;, 'band', which is cogn. with Sia-Sif)(j,a,

'a headband, fillet'. See diadem.

syndesmosis, n., articulation of parts of bones by

means of ligaments (anat.)— Formed with suff.

-osis fr. Gk. aiivSEafioi;, 'that which binds to-

gether'. See prec. word.

syndetic, adj., connecting.—Formed with adj. suff.

-ic fr. Gk. aiJvSETo?, 'bound together', verbal

adj. of ouvSeiv, 'to bind together", whence also

auvSsaixo?, 'that which binds together'. See

prec. word and -etic.

syndic, n., the accredited agent or manager of a

corporation, esp. of a university. — F., fr. Late

L. syndicus, fr. Gk. auvSixo?, 'one who helps in

a court of justice, advocate', fr. auv (see syn-)

and 81XY), 'custom, usage; judgment, justice",

which is cogn. with L. dlcere, 'to show, tell'. See

diction and words there referred to and cp. esp.

dicast.

Derivatives: syndic-al, adj., syndi-cal-ism, n.,

syndic-al-ist, adj. and n., syndic-al-ist-ic, adj.,

syndic-al-ize, tr. v.

syndicate, n., 1) a body of syndics or the office of

a syndic; 2) an association of bankers, mer-

chants, etc., to carry out some important enter-

prise; 3) an association of publishers for pur-

chasing articles, stories, etc., and publishing

them simultaneously in a number of newspapers

or periodicals. — ML. syndicdtus, prop. pp.

of syndicare, 'to examine, censure', fr. Late L.

syndicus. See syndic and subst. suff. -ate.

syndicate, tr. v., 1) to form into a syndicate; 2) to

sell articles, etc., for simultaneous publication.

— Partly fr. ML. syndicdtus, pp. of syndicare,

partly fr. syndicate, n. (q.v.)

syndrome, n., a number of symptoms occurring

together and characterizing a disease. — Med-

ical L., fr. Gk. cuv8po(i'r), 'a running together,

concourse', from the stem of auvSpajjEiv, 'to

run together', fr. aiiv (see syn-) and Spa[A£tv,

'to run'. See dromedary and cp. prodrome.

synecdoche, n., figure of speech in which a part is

used for a whole or vice versa (rhet.) — L., fr.

Gk. auvExSoxT), lit. 'a receiving together or joint-

ly', which is rel. to tTovty.St/ea&a.i, 'to receive

together or jointly", fr. auv (see syn-) and

ExSEXEaOoci, 'to receive', fr. ex, 'out of (see ec-),

and SEysaS^ai, 'to receive", which is cogn. with

L. decet, decere, 'to be seemly or fitting'. See

decent and cp. dogma and the second element in

pandect.

Synedrion, also Synedrium, n., the Sanhedrin. —
Gk. ouv^Spiov, lit. 'a sitting together'. See

Sanhedrin.

synergetic, adj., working together. — Gk. auv-

Ep-^,Tix(S(; fr. ouvepyEiv, 'to work together', fr.

CTuvEpy6i;, 'working together, co-operative', fr.

aiiv (see syn-) and ^pyov, 'work'. See work and

cp. ergon and words there referred to.

synergism, n., 1) a working together, co-opera-

tion (said esp. of drugs; 2) in theology, the doc-

trine that divine grace and human will co-ope-



synergist

rate in the work of regeneration. — Formed

with suff. -ismfr. Gk. aijvepY6<;. Seeprec. word.

synergist, n., an adherent of the doctrine of syn-

ergism. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivatives: synergist-ic, synergist-ic-al, adj.

synergy, n., combined action of bodily organs.—
Gk. auvspyia, 'co-operation', fr. (juvepyot;. See

synergetic and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

synesis, n., construction according to sense

against the strict requirements of syntax

(gram.) — Gk. ctuvectii;, 'comprehension, in-

telligence', lit. 'a coming together', fr. ouvisvat,

'to bring together' (in the middle voice, 'to

come together'), fr. ouv (see syn-) and levctt, 'to

move forward, throw, send', which stands for

*yi-ye-nai and is cogn. with h.jacere, 'to throw'.

See jet, 'to spirt forth', and cp. catheter.

syngenesis, n., reproduction through the union of

two parents. — ModL., formed fr. syn- and

genesis.

Syngnathidae, n. pi., a family of fishes comprising

the seahorses and pipefishes (ichthyol.) —
ModL., formed fr. pref. syn-, Gk. yva^-o?, 'jaw'

(see gnathic), and suff'. -idae.

syngnathous, adj., pertaining to the family Syn-

gnathidae. — See Syngnathidae and -ous.

synizesis, n., contraction of two vowels (pros.)—
L., fr. Gk. aviViQrfiKq, fit. 'a sitting together', fr.

CTuvti^etv, 'to sit together', fr. oiiv (see syn-) and

iJ^Etv, 'to sit', which is rel. to eCecrS-oci, 'to sit',

and cogn. with L. sedere, 'to sit'. See sedentary

and cp. words there referred to.

synod, n., an ecclesiastical council. — ME., fr.

Late L. synodus, fr. Gk. tJuvoSo?, 'meeting, as-

sembly', fr. CTiiv (see syn-) and 686;, 'way'. See

odograph and cp. the second element in anode,

cathode, stomodeum.

synodal, adj., pertaining to a synod. — Late L.

synoddlis, fr. synodus. See prec. word and adj.

suff'. -al.

synodical, also synodic, adj., pertaining to a synod.

— Late L. synodicus, fr. Gk. auvoSixit;, fr.

(luvoSoc. See synod and the suffixes -ic and -al.

Derivative: synodical-ly, adv.

Synodontidae, n. pi., the lizard fishes {ichthyol.)

— ModL., formed fr. syn-, the stem of Gk.

oStiv, gen. oSovTo;, 'tooth' (see odonto-), and

suff'. -idae.

synoecious, adj., having male and female flowers

in the same flower head (bot.)— Formed fr. pref.

syn-, Gk. olxo?, 'house" (see economy), and suff.

-ous. Cp. dioecious.

Derivatives: synoecious-ly, adv., synoecious-

ness^ a.

synoensm, n., the union of several towns into one

city-state (Greek antiq.) — Gk. ffuvotxiCTfjLo;, 'a

living together', fr. ouvoixti^eiv, 'to cause to live

together', fr. aiiv (see syn-) and olxit^siv, 'to

found (a colony), settle, colonize', fr. olxo?,

'house'. See economy and cp. synoecious. For

the ending sec suff. -ism.

synomosy, n., a political society bound by oath

(Greek antiq.) — Gk. auvtoixoaia, 'a swearing

together', fr. auvofxvuvai, 'to swear together', fr.

auv (see syn-) and 5|ivuvai, 'to swear', which is

prob. cogn. with OL dmiti, 'presses on; asserts

emphatically'. Cp. the second element in swami.

synonym, n. — ME. sinonyme, fr. Late L. syno-

nymum, fr. Gk. truvfovujjtov, neut. of the adj.

tJuvMvujxo;, 'synonymous', used as a noun. The

literal meaning of (Juvfivufioi; is 'having the

same name as' ; it is formed fr. cruv (see syn-)

and 6v\j[ia, dial, form of Svojjia, 'name'. See

and name cp. onomato-. Cp. also antonym,

homonym, anonymous.

Derivatives: synonym-ic, adj., synonymity (q.v.)

synonymity, n., the quality or state of being syn-

onymous. — Formed fr. synonymous with suff'.

-ity.

synonymize, tr. v., to give a synonym or syno-

nyms (for a word); intr. v., to use synonyms. —
See synonym and -Ize.

synonymous, adj. — ML. synonymus, fr. Gk.

crjv6)vu[xo?. See synonym. For E. -ous, as equiv-

alent to L. -us, Gk. -o;, see -ous.

synonymy, n., 1) the study of synonyms; 2) a list

of synonyms. — Late L. synonymia, fr. Gk.

auvcovu^ita, fr. auvc!)vu(/,o;. See synonym and -y

(representing Gk. -ia.).

synopsis, n., a general view, outline. — Late L.,

fr. Gk. (Juvoipi;, 'general view', lit. 'a seeing to-

gether', fr. CT'jv (see syn-) and i'^^Q, 'sight, view'.

See -opsis.

synoptic, adj., pertaining to a synopsis.— ModL.

synopticus, fr. Gk. (Juvotctixoi;, 'taking a general

view', fr. criivoi}'!.?. See prec. word and optic.

Derivatives: synoptic, n., synoptic-al, adj.,

synoptic-al-ly, adv., synopt-ist, n.

synosteology, n., the study of the joints of the

body, arthrology. — Formed fr. syn- and

osteology. /
synosteosis, synostosis, n., another word for an-

kylosis (anat. and physiol.) — Formed fr. syn-,

Gk. oax^ov, 'bone', and suff. -osis.

synostotic, adj., pertaining to synostosis. — See

prec. word and -otic,

synovia, n., an albuminous fluid secreted by cer-

tain glands (anat.) — Medical L., coined by

Paracelsus.

Derivative: synovi-al, adj.

synovitis, n., inflammation of the synovial mem-

brane (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. prec.

word with suff'. -itis.

syntactical, also syntactic, adj., pertaining to syn-

tax. — ModL. syntacticus, fr. Gk. <rjv-

TaxTix6?, 'putting together in order', fr. ouv-

TaxToq, 'put in order, arranged', verbal adj. of

CTuvxaacvEiv. See next word. For the ending see

the suffixes -ic and -al.

Derivatives: syntaclical-ly, adv., syntactic-ian,

n.

syntax, n. — F. syntaxe, fr. Late L. syntaxis, fr.

Gk. oiivTa^is, 'a putting together, a putting to-

gether of words, syntax', from the stem of

syrma

auvTaotjEw, 'to put together in order', fr. oiiv

(see syn-) and Taooeiv, 'to order, arrange'. See

taxis and cp. prec. word.

synteresis, n., innate knowledge of right and
wrong. — ML. synteresis, fr. Gk. auv-r:r)pY](Tt;,

'preservation', fr, auvxrjpsiv, 'to preserve, look

after', fr. ciiv (see syn-) and XTjpEov, 'to watch
over, take care of, guard', which prob. derives

fr. I.-E. base *q"ei-, *q"i-, 'to respect, consider',

whence also Gk. tcoivtj, 'bloodmoney, fine, pen-

alty, punishment'. See penal and cp. synderesis.

Cp. also the second element in Pinnotheres.

synthesis, n., the act ofputting together; combina-
tion. — L., fr. Gk.CTuv^^sai;, 'a putting together,

composition', from the stem of CTuvxi&^vai, 'to

put together', fr. ctuv (see syn-) and xi&svai, 'to

put, place'. See thesis and cp. next word.

Derivatives: synthes-ist, n., synthes-ize, tr. and
intr. v., synthes-iz-ation, n.

synthetic, adj., pertaining to, or produced by,

synthesis. — ModL. syntheticus (whence also F.

synthetique), fr. Gk. ciuvi>exix6i;, 'constructive',

fr. (jijvS-Exo?, 'put together, constructed, com-
pound', verbal adj. of truvxtdEvai, 'to put to-

gether'. See synthesis and adj. suff'. -ic.

Derivatives: synthetic, n., synthetic-al, adj.,

synthetic-al-ly, adv.

synthetist, n., a synthesist. — Formed with suff.

-ist fr. Gk. u'Jvi^EToc, 'put together'. See prec.

word.

synthetize, tr. and intr. v., to synthesize. — Farm-
ed with suff'. -ize fr. Gk. ctuv^^exo;, 'put to-

gether'. See synthetic.

syntonic, adj., pertaining to, or placed in, reso-

nance. — See syntony and adj. suff'. -ic.

Derivatives

:

syntonic-al, adj., syntonic-al-ly, adv.

syntonize, tr. v., to place in resonance with each

other. — See next word and -ize.

Derivatives: syntoniz-ation, n., syntoniz-er, n.

syntony, resonance.— Gk. cuvxovta, 'agreement'

fr. (JIJVXOV05, 'in harmony', lit. 'strained tight',

fr. aiiv (see syn-) and xovot;, 'pitch of voice', lit.

'that which is stretched'. See tone and -y (repre-

senting Gk. -la).

syphil-, form of s3T>hilo- before a vowel.

syphilis, n., an infectious venereal disease. —
ModL., from the title of the work by Girolamo
Fracastoro, Syphilis sive de morbo Gallico (=
Syphilis, or the French disease'), published at

Verona in 1530; so named after the hero Syphi-

lus, a shepherd whose name lit. means 'friend of
swine', fr. Gk. ctu? (gen. auog ) = u; (gen. uo;),

'swine', and 91X0?. 'friend'. For the first ele-

ment see sow, n., for the second see philo-.

Derivatives: syphil-itic, adj., syphil-ize, tr. v.,

syphil-oid, adj., syphilous (q.v.)

syphilo-, before a vowel syphil-, combining form
for syphilis. — See syphilis.

syphilology, n., the study of syphilis. — Com-
pounded of syphilo and Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo?,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: syphilolog-ist, n.

syphilous, adj., syphilitic. — A hybrid coined fr.

syphilis and -ous, a suff. of Latin origin.

syren, n. — See siren.

Syria, n., name of a country in Asia on the Med-
iterranean Sea. — L. Syria, fr. Gk. Supia, 'Sy-

ria', fr. Suptot, 'the Syrians', a name orig. given

to the Assyrians (see Herodotus 7, 63), Supioi

being an aphetic form of 'ACTaupio:,, 'Assyr-

ians', fr. 'Aadupia, 'Assyria'. See Assyria.

Syriac, adj. and n., (pertaining to) the Syrian lan-

guage.— L. Syriacus, 'Syrian', fr. Gk. 2'jptax6c,

fr. Dupia. See prec. word and -ac.

Syriacism, n., a Syriac idiom. — See Syriac and

-ism and cp. Syriasm.

Syrian, n. and adj. — ME. sirien, fr. MF. Sirien

(F. Syrien), formed with suff". -ien fr. L. Syrius,

'Syrian', fr. Syria. See Syria and -an and cp.

sorghum.

Syriasm, n., a Syriac idiom. — Formed fr. Gk.
SupiaJ^stv, a supposed var. of Supi^stv, 'to

speak Syriac', fr. Siipoi;, 'Syrian'. See Syro-.

syring-, form of syringo- before a vowel.

Syringa, n., a genus of plants: 1) the mock or-

ange; later applied to 2) the lilac. — ModL., fr.

Gk. ciJpiY^i gen. oijpiyyoi;, 'pipe, tube'; the

mock orange was so called in allusion to the use

of its hollow stems for making pipes. See next

word and cp. seringa.

syringe, n., a narrow tube for injecting a liquid in

a stream. — ML. siringa, syringa, fr. Gk.
CTupiy^, gen. aupiyyo;, 'pipe, shepherd's pipe,

tube, whistle'. See syrinx.

Derivative: syringe, tr. v.

syringeal, adj., pertaining to the syrinx.— Form-
ed with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. aupty^, gen. aupty-

yo;, 'pipe, tube'. See syrinx.

syringitis, n., inflammation of the Eustachian

tube (med.) — Medical L., formed fr. syrinx

with suff. -itis.

syringo-, before a vowel syring-, combining form

meaning 'pipe, fistula; spine'. — Gk. aOptyyo-,

trOpiyy-, fir. dOpiyE, gen. mpiyyoc,, 'pipe,

tube'. See syrinx.

syringotomy, n., operation on the anal fistula

(med.) — Compounded of syringo- and Gk.
-xojxta, 'a cutting of, fr. xofiri, 'a cutting'. See

-tomy.

syrinx, n., anything tubular. — Gk. oCiptyS, gen.

aOpiyyo;, 'pipe, shepherd's pipe, tube, whistle',

rel. to dijptt^Eiv, 'to pipe, whistle, hiss', from the

l.-E. imitative base *swer-, *sur-, *surr-, 'to

sound', whence also OI. svdrati, 'sounds, re-

sounds', L. susurrus, 'whisper'. See susHnation.

For the suff'. of oOpiy^ cp. tpopixiyE, 'lyre',

CTaXTTiy^, 'trumpet' (see salpingo-).

syrma, n., a trailing robe worn esp. by tragic ac-

tors (Greek antiq.)— Gk. crjp|jioc, lit. 'that which
is trailed or dragged', fr. aupEiv, 'to trail, drag,

sweep away', which is rel. to aatpEiv, 'to sweep,

clean', aup96<;, oupipExoi;, 'sweepings', and pos-

sibly cogn. with Goth, af-swalrban, 'to wipe off"'.



Syro-

ON. sverfa, 'to scour, file', OE. sweorfan, 'to

scrub, file'. See swerve and cp. Syrtis and the

second element in Hedysarum. For the ending

of syrma see suff. -ma.

Syro-, combining form meaning 'Syrian and',

'Syriac and'. — Gk. Supo-, fr. Siipo?, 'Syrian'

(see Herodotus 2, 104), which is prob. a back

formation fr. Supia, 'Syria'. See Syria.

syrphus fly, a ^y of the genus Syrphus. — ModL.
Syrphus, fr. Gk. aiipcpoi; (Hesychius), 'gnat',

which is perh. rel. to <7£p9o? 'a small winged

insect', prob. 'a kind of gnat'.

syrt, n., quicksand {rare). — L. syrtis, fr. Gk.

aupTi?. See next word.

Syrtis, n., the name of two quicksands off the

northern coast of Africa, whence syrtis, quick-

sand. — L., fr. Gk. Siipxi?, tsup-rii;, fr. aupstv,

'to trail, drag, sweep away'. See syrma.

syrup, n. — A var. spelling of sirup.

Derivatives: syrup, tr. v., syrup-y, adj.

sys-, pref. — Gk. ctuo-, assimilated form of auv-

before cr (if this latter is followed by a vowel).

See syn-.

syssarcosis, n., the union of bones by means of

muscles (anat.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. aua-

CTtipHcocji?, 'a being overgrown with flesh', fr.

CTuaaapzcOv, 'to cover over with flesh', fr. (J'iv

(see syn-) and aip^, gen. aa.py.6i;, 'flesh'. See

sarco- and -osis.

syssitia, n., communal meals in Sparta and the

cities of Crete (Greek antiq.) — Gk. cuooiria,

lit. 'the act of messing together', fr. aiiaaiTo?,

'messmate', fr. ctuv (see syn-) and aXzoq, 'grain,

food'. See sito- and 1st -ia.

systaltic, adj., alternately contracting and di-

lating. — Late L. systalticus, fr. Gk. ctuct-

TaXTtxo;, 'drawing together', from the stem of

CTuaxeXXEOv, 'to draw together'. See systole and

adj. suff'. -ic.

system, n. — Late L. systema, fr. Gk. oucTTgaa,

'composition', lit. 'a placing together', from the

stem of (TuvtCTTdvai, 'to place together', which is

formed fr. cruv (see syn-) and ioTiivai, 'to place;

to stand'. See state and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: systematic (q.v.), system-ic, adj.,

system-ic-al-ly, adv., system-less, adj.

systematic, adj. — Gk. <ju(iT7]fjiaT!.x6(;, from

<Ju(i-c7j(ia, gen. auoT7j[j,aToi;. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -ic.

Deiivatives: systematic-al, adj., systematic-al-ly,

adv.

systematism, n., the practice of systematizing. —
Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk. (jucT7)ii.a, gen.

auaTTjfiaTo?. See system,

systematist, n., a systematizer. — Formed with

suff. -istfr. Gk. aiitJTrjjjia, gen. <svicvi\\xcr:oc,. See

system,

systematize, tr. v., to make into a system. —
Formed with suff. -ize from the stem of Gk.

(TuaTr)(jia, gen. auaxvjjiaTo?. See system.

Derivatives : systematiz-ation, n., systematiz-er,

n.

systole, n., periodic contraction of the heart and

arteries, the opposite of diastole. — ModL., fr.

Gk. (juCTToXrj, 'contraction', which is rel. to

ctuctteXXeiv, 'to draw together', fr. cruv (see

syn-) and cttIXXeiv, 'to set, place'. See stall and

cp. diastole,

systyle, adj., with columns placed two diameters

from one another (archit.)— L. systylos, fr. Gk.

(nioTuXo?, 'with columns standing close', fr.

cjijv (see syn-) and cttOXo?, 'column'. See style,

'gnomon'.

systylous, adj., having the styles united. — See

prec. word and -ous.

syzygy, n., the conjunction or opposition of a

heavenly body with the sun (astron.) — Late L.

syzygia, fr. Gk. cui^uyia, 'yoke, pair', fr. auv

(see syn-) and 'Q^yffi, 'yoke'. See zygo-, yoke.

For the ending see -y (representing Gk. -la.).

Derivative: syzygi-al, adj.

T

f.

-t, suff. forming past participles and participial

adjectives, as in gil-t, slep-t, spen-t; a var. of 1st

-ed (q.v.)

-t, var. of subst. suff. -th, as in heigh-t, sleigh-t.

taal, n., the Dutch dialect spoken in S. Africa. —
Du. taal, 'speech, language', fr. MDu. tale,

which is related to E. tale (q.v.)

tab, n., 1) a small flap; 2) a tag. — Of uncertain

origin.

Derivatives: tab, tr. v., to furnish with tabs,

tabb-er, n.

tabard, n., a short-sleeved or sleeveless coat worn

by heralds.— ME., fr. OF. tabard, tabart, which

is of unknown origin. Cp. It. tabarro, Sp. tabar-

do. Cp. taberdar.

Derivative: tabard-ed, adj.

tabaret, n., a fabric of satin and watered silk. —
Prob. related to tabby.

tabasco, n., a pepper sauce. — Trade name for a

sauce made from a species of capsicum; sug-

gested by Tabasco, name of a river and State in

Mexico.

tabasheer, tabashir, n., a siliceous substance found

in the joints of the bamboo. — Arabo-Persian

tabashir, 'chalk, mortar'.

tabatiere, n., a snuffbox. — F., fr. earlier taba-

quiire, fr. tabac, 'tobacco'. See tobacco.

tabby, n., a kind of watered silk. — F. tabis, fr.

Sp. tabi, fr. Arab, attabl, it. at-AttdbiyJ' , name

of a suburb of Bagdad, where this kind of silk

stuff was fabricated. The suburb was named
after Prince Attdb, a descendant of the Om-
miads. Cp. tabinet, tobine.

Derivative: tabby, tr. v.

tabefaction, n., emaciation. — Formed with suff.

-ion fr. L. tdbefactus, pp. of tdbefacere. See next

word.

tabefy, tr. and intr. v., to waste away (rare) —
MF. tabefier, fr. L. tdbefacere, 'to melt, dissolve',

which is compounded of L. tabes, 'a wasting

away', and/flcere,'to make, do' . See tabes and -fy.

tabellion, n., a scrivener in the Roman Empire

and in France (until 1789). — Late L. tabellio,

gen. -onis, fr. L. tabella, 'tablet; document',

dimin. of tabula, 'tablet'. See table.

taberdar, n., foundation scholar of Queen's Col-

lege in Oxford. — Lit. 'wearer of a tabard' (see

tabard) ; so called from the gown formerly worn

by such a scholar.

tabernacle, n., 1) a temporary shelter; 2) (cap.)

the portable sanctuary carried by the Jews in the

wilderness. — F., fr. L. taberndculum, 'tent',

dimin. of taberna, 'hut, booth'. See tavern and

-cule.

Derivative: tabernacle, tr. and intr. v.

tabemacular, adj. — Formed with suff. -ar fr. L.

taberndculum. Sec prec. word.

tabes, n., emaciation (med.) — L. tabes, 'a melt-

ing, wasting away', fr. tdbere, 'to melt, waste

away, be consumed', fr. L-E. *tab(h)-, a labial

enlargement of base *td-, 'to melt'. See thaw

and cp. words there referred to.

tabescence, n., state of wasting away. — Formed

from next word with suff. -ce, Cp. contabescence.

tabescent, adj., wasting away. — L. tdbescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of tdbescere, 'to melt grad-

ually, waste or pine away, decay', inchoative of

tdbere. See tabes and -escent and cp. contabes-

cent.

tabetic, adj., pertaining to, or suffering from,

tabes. — Formed fr. L. tabes (see tabes) on the

false analogy of diabetic and other adjectives

ending in -etic. The etymologically correct form

is tabic.

tabic, adj., tabetic.— Formed with adj. suff. -ic

fr. L. tabes, gen. tdbis. See tabes.

tabid, adj., tabetic. — L. tdbidus, 'wasting away',

fr. tdbere. See tabes and -id.

Derivatives: tabid-ly, adv., tabid-ness, n.

tabinet, n., fabric of watered silk and wool.— F.,

formed with suff. -inet, fr. tabis, 'tabby'. See

tabby.

Tabitha, fem. PN. — Late L., fr. Gk. Ta^i^a,

TapEi&di, fr. Aram, tabhy^thd, emphatic state

of tabhyd, 'gazeUe', which is rel. to Heb. tz bhi,

fem. tz^bhiyya'', Arab, zaby, Akkad. fabitu, of

s.m.

tabitude, n., emaciation. — L. tdbitSdo, 'a wast-

ing away', fr. tdbere. See tabes and -ude.

tablature, n., 1) an early name for musical nota-

tion; 2) a tablelike painting; 3) a graphic de-

scription.— ML. tabuldtura (whence also It. ta-

volatura, G. Tabulatur), fr. Late L. tabuldre, 'to

board, to floor', fr. L. tabula, 'plank, writing

tablet'. See table, adj. suff. -ate and suff. -lire.

table, n.— ME., fr. 0F.(= F.), fr. L. fa6«/fl,'board,

plank, writing tablet, picture' (whence also It.

tavola, 'table'), rel. to Umbr. tafle, 'on the

board'; of uncertain origin. Cp. tabellion, ta-

bleau, tabUer, tabula, tabula rasa, entablature,

entablement, taffrail. Cp. also the first element

in dolmen.

Derivatives: table, tr. v., tableau (q.v.), tabl-ed,

adj., table-ful, adj., tablet (q.v.), tablier (q.v.),

tabl-ing, n., tabloid (q.v.)

tableau, n., picture. — F., 'picture, painting',

dimin. oi table. F. dimin. suff. -eau derives fr. L.

-ellus; see -el.

table-d'hote, n., common table for guests at a

hotel.— F., lit. 'table of the host'. See table and

host, 'one who receives guests'.

tablet, n., a small slab. — ME. tablette, tablett,

fr. OF. tablete (F. tablette), dimin. of table, fr.

L. tabula. See table and -et.



Derivatives: tablet, tr. v., tablet-ary, adj.

tablier, n., an apron. — F., lit. 'that which be-

longs to the table', fr. table, 'table'. See table and

-ier.

tabloid, n., a small tablet of medicine; a trade-

mark. — A hybrid coined fr. table and Gk.
-oEiSV]?, 'like', fr. eISoi;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

taboo, tabu, adj., forbidden. — Tongan tabu, rel.

to Polynesian tapu, 'sacred'. The original mean-

ing prob. was 'exceedingly marked', fr. ta,

'mark', and pu, 'exceedingly'. See Encyclopae-

dia Britannica, 1947, vol. 21, p. 732.

Derivatives: taboo, tabu, n. and tr. v.

tabor, also tabour, n., a small drum resembling a

tambourine. — ME., fr. OF. tabour, 'drum;

stool', fr. Arab, tabul, pi. of tabl, 'drum'. Cp.

tambour, taboret.

taboret, also tabouret, n., a small tabor, tabret. —
F. tabouret, dimin. of OF. tabour, 'drum ; stool'.

See prec. word.

tabret, n., a small tabor. — A var. of prec. word.

tabula, n., table; tablet. — L. See table.

Derivatives: tabular (q.v.), tabul-ate, adj. and

tr. v., tabul-at-ed, adj., tabul-at-ion, n., tabul-at-

or, n., tabul-at-ory, adj.

tabular, adj., having the form of a table; flat. —
L. tabuldris, 'of boards or planks', fr. tabula. See

prec. word. For the ending see suff. -ar.

Derivative: tabular-ly, adv.

tabula rasa, an erased or blank tablet; a clean

slate; hence the mind in its primary state, i.e.,

before impressions are recorded on it by ex-

perience.— ML., 'an erased tablet', fr. L. tabula,

'tablet' (see table), and fem. pp. of radere, 'to

scrape away, erase' (see rase). ML. tabula rasa

is a loan translation of Aristotle's Trivaxli;

Hypixrfoz, 'unwritten tablet' (see his De anima,

7, 22).

tacamabac, n., 1) the balsam poplar; 2) gum resin

of several tropical trees.— Sp. tacamahaca (now
tacamaca), of Nahuatl origin.

tac-au-tac, n., parry and riposte (a term of fenc-

ing). — Fr. F. riposter du tac au tac, 'to parry

with the riposte', lit. 'to riposte from click to

click', fr. tac, 'the click of steel', a word of imi-

tative origin.

tace, intr. v., imper. 'be silent!'. — L. tace, imper.

of tacere, 'to be silent'; rel. to Umbr. tacez,

tases (= L. tacitus, pp. of tacere), Goth, pahan,

ON. pegja, 'to be silent', ON. pagna, 'to grow

dumb', OS. thagian, OHG. dagen, 'to be silent'.

Cp. tacit, taciturn, reticent.

tacet, intr. v., musical direction that a voice or an

instrument should remain silent.— L. tacet, 3rd

sing. pres. of tacere. See prec. word.

tache, tach, n., a buckle, clasp {archaic). — ME.,
fr. OF. tache, 'a nail, hook'. See tack, 'a small

nail', and cp. words there referred to.

tache, n. , spot on the skin ; freckle (pbsol.)— ME.

,

fr. MF. (= F.) tache, 'a spot, blemish', prob. a

blend ofOF.recAf.'distinctivemark, quality'.and

estache, 'fastener, stake, post', fr. estachier, 'to

fasten'. OF. teche derives fr. Frankish *tekan,

'sign', which is rel. to Goth, taikns, OE. tdcen,

tdcn, 'sign, token' ; see token. OF. estachier has

been formed—with change of prefix—fr. OF.
atachier, 'to tack or fasten to' ; see attach and

cp. tacbe, 'a buckle'. See Bloch-Wartburg,

DELF., p. 591 s.v. tache. Cp. techy.

tacheometer, tacheometry. — See tachymeter,

tachymetry.

tachina fly, fly of the genus Tachina. — ModL.
tachina, fr. Gk. -zix/yioq, a secondary form of

xaxii?, 'swift'. See tachy-.

tacho-, combining form meaning 'speed'. — Gk.

xayo-, fr. Ta^o?, 'speed'. See tachy-.

tachometer, n., an instrument for measuring

speed. — Compounded of tacho- and Gk.
|X£Tpov, 'measure'. See tachymeter.

tachometry, n., the art of measuring speed. —
Compounded of tacho- and Gk. -i/erpta, 'a

measuring of and tachymetry.

tachy-, combining form meaning 'swift, quick'.

— Gk. Taxu-, fr. rixyyz, 'swift', rel. to tocxo?,

'speed'; possibly cogn. with Lith. defigti, 'to run

quickly'.

Tachyglossus,n., the genus of the echidnas (zool.)

— ModL., compounded of tachy- and Gk.
yXcoaoa, 'tongue'. See gloss, 'interpretation'.

tachygraph, n., a stenographic manuscript; a

stenographer. — F. tachygraphe, fr. Gk. Taxu-

Ypa90(;, 'a fast writer', which is compounded
of Taxu? (see tachy-) and -y^v^QC., fr. v'pa9ei,v,

'to write'. See -graph.

tachygrapher, n., a stenographer. — See prec.

word and agential suff. -er.

tachygraphy, n., shorthand, stenography. —
Compounded of tachy- and Gk. -Ypaota, fr.

Yp(X9Etv, 'to write'. See -grapby.

Derivatives: tachygraph-ie, tachygraph-ic-al,

adjs., tachygraph-ic-al-ly, adv.

tachylyte, also spelled tachylite, n., black basaltic

glass (jjetrogr.) — G. Tachylyt, coined by the

German mineralogist Johann August Fried.

Breithaupt (1791-1873) in 1826 fr. tachy- and

Gk. X'jToc, 'soluble', verbal adj. of Xueiv, 'to dis-

solve' (see -lytic); so called by him because it

can be decomposed by acids. The spelling tachy-

lite is due to a confusion with the combining

form -lite.

Derivative: tachylyt-ic, adj.

tachymeter, n., an instrument for surveying. —
Compounded of tachy- and Gk. ijiE-rpov, 'meas-

ure'; see meter, 'poetical rhythm'. Tachymeter

lit. means 'speedy measurer'. Cp. tacheometer,

tachometer.

tachymetry, n., the use of a tachymeter. — Com-
pounded oftachy- and Gk. -[xe-rpta, 'a measuring

of, fr. (.t^Tpov, 'measure'. See prec. word and

-metry.

tacit, adj., silent, unspoken. — L. tacitus, pp. of

tacere, 'to be silent'. See tace.

Derivatives: tacit-ly, adv., tacit-ness, n.

taciturn, adj., habitually silent. — F. taciturne, fr.
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L. taciturnus, 'quiet, taciturn', fr. tacitus, pp. of

tacere, 'to be silent'. See tace.

Derivative: taciturn-ly, adv.

taciturnity, n. —• ME. taciturnite, fr. MF. (= F.)

taciturnite, fr. L. taciturnitdtem, ace. of tacitur-

nitds, 'a being silent, silence, taciturnity', fr. ta-

citurnus. See prec. word and -ity.

tack, n., a small nail. — ME. takke, fr. ONE. ta-

que, 'nail', which, together with its OF. eqtiiv-

alent tache, 'nail', is of Teut. origin. Cp. MLG.
tacke, tac, Du. tak, 'bough, branch, spike,

prong' ; cp. also MHG. zacke, G. Zacke, Zacken,

'sharp point, tooth, prong', which are LG. loan

words. Cp. tache, 'buckle', which is a doublet of

tack. Cp. also tackle, tag, 'appendage'. Cp. also

attach, attack, detach, staccato, shako.

Derivatives: tack, tr. and intr. v., tack-er, n.,

tack-ing, adj., tack-ing-ly, adv., tack-y, adj.,

tack-i-ness, n.

tack, n., food, provisions. — Back formation

from tackle.

taclde, n., apparatus; equipment. — ME. takel,

fr. MLG. takel (whence also G. Takel), which is

formed with sufl'. -el fr. tacke, tack, 'tack'. Cp
ME. takken, 'to fasten', and see tack, 'small

nail', and instrumental suff. -le.

Derivatives: tackle, tr. and intr. v., tackl-er,

n.

tact, n. — F., fr. L. tdctus, 'a touch; effect', fr.

tdctus, pp. oitangere, 'to touch'. See tangent and

cp. contact, intact.

Derivatives: tact-ful, adj., tact-ful-ly, adv., tact-

ful-ness, n., tact-less, adj., tact-less-ly, adv., tact-

less-ness, n.

tactic, n., the same as tactics. — See tactics.

tactician, n., an expert in tactics.— See next word
and -ian.

tactics, n., maneuvering of armed forces. —

•

ModL. tactica, fr. Gk. xaXTixdc, 'tactics', neut.

pi. of TaxTix6i;, 'fit for ordering or ordering;

pertaining to tactics', used as a noun, fr.i:axT6(;,

'ordered', verbal adj. of xiaaEiv, 'to put in

order, arrange'. See ta3ds.

Derivatives: tactic-al, adj., tactic-al-ly, adv.

tactile, adj., pertaining to touch; tangible. — P.,

fr. L. tdctilis, 'tangible', fr. tdctus, pp. oitangere,

'to touch'. See tangent and -ile.

tactility, n., quality of being tactile; tangibility.

— Formed with sufl'. -ity fr. L. tdctilis. See prec.

word.

tactometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

sharpness of the sense of touch. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. tdctus, 'touch', and Gk. (i^Tpov,

'measure'. The first element derives fr. L. tdctus,

pp. of tangere, 'to touch' ; see tact. For the sec-

ond element see meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

tactual, adj., pertaining to the sense of touch. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. tdctus, 'touch'.

See tact and cp. contactual.

Derivative: tactual-ly, adv.

tadpole, n.— ME. taddepol, compounded of tade,

tadde, 'toad', and pol, polle, 'head'; see toad and

poll, 'head'. Tadpole accordingly lit. means 'toad

head'.

taedjiun vitae, weariness of life. — L. See tedium

and vital.

tael, n., Chinese money of account.— Portug., fr.

Malay tahil, 'weight', fr. Hind, told, fr. OI. tula,

'balance', which is cogn. with Gk. TaXavTov,

'balance; a weight', L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise',

tolerdre, 'to bear, support'. See tolerate and cp.

talent. For the sense development of tael cp.

Heb. sheqel, 'weight; a coin', fr. shdqdl, 'he

weighed' (see shekel).

ta'en, pp. — Contraction of taken.

taeni-, taenii-, taenio-, combining form meaning

1) ribbon; 2) tapeworm.

taenia, n., 1) headband; 2) a ribbonlike part

(qnat.) ; 3) a tapeworm (zool.) — L. taenia, 'rib-

bon, band, flUet, tapeworm', fr. Gk. Taivia,

'band, ribbon, fillet', derivative of the adj.

*Tai.v6?, which stands for *TavL6(;, 'narrow', and

is rel. to teivew, for *T£viei.v, 'to stretch'; see

tend, 'to move in a certain direction', and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also the second ele-

ment in cryptotaenia. In its anatomical sense

('ribbonlike organ') the word was first used by

the Swiss anatomist Albrecht von Haller (1708-

77). See Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatologia anatomica,

p. 210.

Derivative: taeni-an, adj.

taeniacide, n., a remedy destroying tapeworms

(med.) — Compounded of taenia and L. -cida,

'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See -cide, 'killer'.

Derivative: taeniacid-al, adj.

taeniafuge, n., a substance expelling tapeworms.

— Compounded of taenia and L. -fugus. See

-fuge.

Taenidia, n., a genus of plants of the carrot family

(bot.)— ModL., fr. Gk. xaiviSiov, 'a little band',

a dimin. formed fr. Taivia (see taenia); so called

in allusion to the small ribs.

tafferel, n. — See taffrail.

taffeta, taffety, n., a fine smooth lustrous silk

cloth. — ME. taffeta, fr. MF. (= F.) taffetas, fr.

It. taffeta, fr. Pers. tdftah, 'twisted fabric', fr.

tdftan, 'to shine; to spin, twist'. See tapestry.

taffrail, also tafferel, n., the rail across the stern

of a ship. — Du. tafereel, dimin. of tafel, 'table',

which, together with OHG. zabal (MHG.
zabel), 'board, plank', OHG. tavala, tabala

(MHG. ta\ele, G. Tafel), 'table, board', is bor-

rowed fr. L. tabula, 'board, plank'; see table.

The form taffrail arose through the assimilation

of the ending of tafferel to E. rail.

taffy, n., candy made of sugar or molasses. — F.

tafia. See tafia.

Taffy, Welshman (colloq.) — From Teifi, Welsh

corruption ofDavid ; acommonWelsh nickname.

tafia, n., a kind of rum obtained from the refuse

of sugar. — Creole, prob. shortened fr. ratafia

(q.v.) Cp. taffy.

tag, n., appendage, the end of something.— ME.
tagge, prob. of Scand. origin. Cp. Swed. tagg.
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'prickle, point, tootli', Norw. tagge, 'tooth',

which are prob. related to G. Zacke, Zacken,

'sharp point, tooth, prong', and to E. tack,

'small nail' (q.v.)

Derivatives: tag, tr. v., tagg-er, n., tagg-y, adj.

tag, n., a children's game.— Prob. fr. prec. word.

tagatose, n., a crystalline sugar {chem.) — Form-

ed by transposition of most of the letters of

galactose, from which it was obtained.

Tagetes, n., a genus of plants of the ester family

(60/.) — ModL., a misreading of Late L. tra-

ganthes, a species of Artemisia, contracted fr.

tragacanthum, fr. Gk. Tpaya>cav&a, lit. 'goat's

thorn'. See tragacanth. Tagetes has nothing to

do with the Etruscan deity Tages.

tahona, n., a kind of arrastre. — Sp., 'a crushing

mill', fr. Arab, tdhuna'', fr. tdfiana, 'he ground',

rel. Heb. tdhdn, Aram, t^fian, Syr. t hen, 'he

ground', Akkad. tenu, tenu, 'to grind', Ethiop.

tehn, 'flour'.

tahsildar, n., revenue officer of a district.— Pers.-

Hind. tahsildar, a hybrid lit. meaning 'collec-

tion holder', formed fr. Arab. taht^U, 'collection',

prop, infinitive of hdssala, 'he gathered, collect-

ed, acquired', and the Persian suff. -dar, 'holder,

possessor'. For this latter see aumildar and cp.

words there referred to.

taiga, n., belt of coniferous forests in Siberia. —
Russ.

tail, n., the hindmost part of an animal. — ME.
tail, teil, fr. OE. tiegel, tasgl, rel. to OHG. zagal,

MHG., G. zagel, 'tail'. The orig. meaning of

these words was 'tuft of hair' (cp. Goth, tagl,

'hair', ON. tagl, 'horse's tail'); They are rel. to

Goth, tahjan, 'to drag', ON. tdg, 'fiber', and

cogn. with Olr. dual (for *doklo-), 'lock of hair',

01. dasah, 'fringe; wick'. Cp. the second ele-

ment in wagtail.

Derivatives: tail, tr. and intr. v., tail-ed, adj.,

tail-ing, n., tail-less, adj., tail-y, adj.

tail, n., limitation of ownership (law). — ME.
taille, fr. OF. (= F.) taille, 'a cutting', back for-

mation fr. taillier (F. tailler), 'to cut'. See tailor

and cp. taille, tallage, entail,

tail, adj., limited (law). — ME. taille, fr. OF.

taillie (F. taille"), pp. of taillier. See prec. word.

tailor, n. — ME. taillour, fr. OF. tailleor, tailleur

(F. tailleur), lit. 'cutter', fr. taillier (F. tailler),

'to cut', fr. VL. *tdlidre, 'to split, cut' (whence

also It. tagliare, OProvenp. talhar, Sp. tajar), fr.

L. tdlea, 'rod, stick, bar', which is cogn. with

Gk. TaXi;, 'a marriageable girl', ttjXi.c;, 'fenu-

greek', -nrjXE&av, 'to bloom, flourish', OI. tdlah,

'wine palm", tali, name of a tree. Lith. attolas,

atolas, 'aftermath', OLith. talokas, 'a young

girl', and prob. also with Etruscan dalna, name

of the goddess of youth. Cp. tail, limitation of

ownership', taille, tallage, tally, atajo, detail, en-

tail, intaglio, retail and the first element in

talipot.

Derivatives: tailor, tr. and intr. v., tailor-ing, n.,

tailor-ly, adj., tailor-y, n.
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tain, n., a thin sheet of tin. — ME. tein, rel. to

ON. teinn, 'twig', OE. tdn, Goth, tains, OHG.
zein, 'twig, rod', OS., OFris. ten, Du. teen, 'osier

switch', MLG. ten, 'a thin sheet of metal'. These

words possibly derive fr. I.-E. base *ten-, 'to ex-

tend; thin'. See tend, 'to move in a certain direc-

tion', and cp. words there referred to.

tain, n., a cattle raid ; epic about a cattle raid. —
Ir. tain, 'cattle, cattle raid'.

taint, tr. and intr. v. — Partly fr. F. teint, pp. of

teindre, 'to dye, paint', partly aphetic for at-

taint, partly a blend of both. F. teindre derives

fr. L. tingere; see tinct, tinge,

taint, n. — Of the same origin as taint, v.

Derivatives: taint-less, adj., taint-less-ly, adv.

taj, n., cap worn by Moslem dervishes. — Arab.

tdj, 'crown', fr. Pers. tdj, of s.m. See stemma.

take, tr. and intr. v. — ME. taken, fr. OE. tacan,

fr. ON. taka, rel. to MLG. tacken, MDu. taken,

Goth, tekan, 'to touch' ; of uncertain etymology.

Cp. the second element in wapentake. Late OE.

tacan has replaced OE. niman, which has sur-

vived only in the adjective nimble.

Derivatives: take, n., tak-able, adj., tak-er, n.,

tak-ing, n. and adj., tak-ing-ly, adv., tak-ing-

ness, n.

taken, pp. of take. — ME. taken, fr. OE. getacen,

pp. of tacan. See take,

talapoin, n., a Buddhist monk. — Port, talapoes,

pi. of talapao, fr. Talaing tala poi, 'our lord*.

talapoin, n., a small West African monkey. —
Fr. prec. word. For sense development cp.

monk and monkey.

talar, n., a robe reaching down to the ankles. —
L. talaris, 'of the ankle, reaching to the ankle',

fr. talus. See talus, 'ankle', and -ar.

talaria, n. pi., the wiriged sandals of Hermes and

of other deities (Greek mythol.) — L. talaria,

'winged shoes', prop. neut. pi. of the adjective

talaris, used as a noun. See prec. word.

talayot, n., one of the megalitic towerlike monu-

ments on the Balearic Islands (archaeol.) — Sp.

atalaya. See atalaya.

talbot, n., name of an extinct variety of hound.

— Prob. from the English family name Talbot.

talc, n., a soft mineral, magnesium silicate. — F.,

fr. Sp. talque, fr. Arab, tdlaq, talg, whence also

It. talco, G. Talk (this latter prob. through the

medium of French).

Derivatives; talck-y, adj., talc-like, adj.

talcoid, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, talc.—
A hybrid coined fr. talc and Gk. -oEiSif]?, 'like",

fr. elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

talcose, adj., talcoid. — A hybrid coined fr. talc

and -ose, an adj. sufi". of Latin origin,

talcous, adj., containing or resembling talc. — A
hybrid coined fr. talc and -ous, a suff. of Latin

origin. Cp. prec. word.

tale, n.— ME., fr. OE. talu, 'story, tale', rel. to OS.

tala, 'number, speech', ON. tal, tala, 'number,

story, tale', Dan.,Swed. ra/,'number',OFris. tale,

tele, MDu., Du. tal, 'number'. MDu. tale, Du.

callow

/ao/, 'speech, language', OHG. zala, MHG. zal,

G. Zahl, 'number'. The original meaning of

these words seems to have been 'incision, notch

in the tally', whence arose the secondary mean-
ing of 'counting, calculation, number'. The
above words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *del-,

*dol-, 'to hew, cut', whence also OI. ddlati,

'splits, bursts', daldyati, 'cleaves, splits, dalam,

'part, piece'. Arm. tal, 'mark impression', Gk.
SaiSaXXstv, 'to work skillfully', L. doldre, 'to

chip, hew, cut out'. See dole, 'grief, and cp.

daedal. Cp. also talk, tell.

Talegallus, n., a genus of Australian birds (orni-

thol.) — ModL., a hybrid coined fr. Malagasy

taleva, 'waterhen', and L. gallus, 'cock'. See

gallinaceous.

talent, n. — ME., 'sum of money; desire', fr. L.

talenta, pi. of talentum, fr. Gk. TaXavrov, 'bal-

ance' (in the pi., 'pair of scales') ; a weight; sum
of money corresponding to a talent of silver', fr.

TaXa?, gen. TaXavTo;, 'bearing, suffering, en-

during", fr. l.-E. base *tel, *tal-, *tol-, 'to bear,

carry, support, endure', whence also Gk. xaXda-

OM (aur.), 'to bear, suffer', OI. tula, 'balance",

tulayati, 'lifts up, weighs', L. tollere, 'to lift up,

raise', tolerdre, 'to bear, support'. See tolerate

and cp. Atalanta, Atlas, tael, tantalus, telamon.

Cp. also thole, 'to endure'.

Derivatives: talent-ed, adj., talent-less, adj.

taler, also thaler, n., an old German silver coin.

— G. Taler, formerly spelt Thaler, abbreviation

of Joachimst(h)aler, 'coin made in Joachims-

t(h)al\ See dollar.

tales, n., ]) a person summoned to make up a

deficiency in the jury; 2) a writ summoning
such a person to serve on a jury, (law) — From
L. tales, the first word in the phrase tdles de

circumstantibus, 'such of the bystanders", pi.

of talis, 'such", which is formed with suff. -/ fr.

the l.-E. pron. base *to-, Cp. Gk. T7]X[y.o5, 'so

old', OSlav. toll, 'so', tolika, 'so much', Russ.

toliko, 'only", which are similarly formed. For
other derivatives of I.-E. base *to- see the and
words there referred to.

talesman, n., a person summoned to make up for

a deficiency in the jury. — A hybrid coined

from prec. word and man.

Talinum, n., a genus of plants of the family

Portulacaceae (bot.) — ModL., of Senegalese

origin.

talion, n., retaliation. — F., fr. L. tdlionem, ace.

of tdlio, 'retaliation in kind', which is prob.

cogn. with Olr. taile, 'pay', W. tdl, 'compensa-

tion', OBret., Co. tal, 'paid'. Cp. retaliate.

Derivative: talion-ic, adj.

taliped, adj., clubfooted. — See next word.

Derivative: taliped, n., a clubfooted per-

son.

talipes, n., clubfoot (med.) — ModL. talipes, fr.

L. tdlipedare, 'to be weak in the feet, to totter',

lit. 'to walk on the ankles', fr. talus, 'ankle', and
pes, gen. pedis, 'foot'. For the first element see

talus, 'ankle', for the second see foot and cp.

pedal.

talipot, n., a fan-leaved palm (Corypha umbra-

culifera). — Bengali tdlipdt, 'palm leaf, fr. OI.

tdli, name of a tree, and pdtram,pdttram, 'leaf.

See tailor and feather.

talisman, n., amulet; charm. — F. talisman, fr.

Sp. talisman, fr. VArab. tilsamdn, pi. of tilsdm,

which corresponds to Classical Arabic tllasm, a

loan word fr. Late Gk. T^Xeajxa, 'consecration,

mystery', fr. Gk. TcXEOfjia, 'payment', fr. teXeTv,

'to fulfil, perform; to pay; to initiate into mys-

teries', fr. T^Xoi;, 'fulfilment, end'. See tele-.

Derivatives: talisman-ic, talisman-ic-al, adjs.,

talisman-ic-al-ly, adv.

talk, intr. and tr. v. — ME. talken, prop. freq.

formed fr. OE. talian, 'to reckon, account, enu-

merate', which is rel. to OE. talu, 'story, tale'.

Cp. EFris. talken and see tale. For the frequent-

ative force of the suff. -k cp. hark, freq. of hear,

and stalk, freq. of steal.

Derivatives: talk, n., talk-able, adj., talkative

(q.v.), talk-er, n., talkie (q.v.), talk-ing, n. and

adj.

talkative, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. talk and

-atiye, a suff. of Latin origin.

Derivatives: talkative-ly, adv., talkative-ness, n.

talkie, n., a sound motion picture. — Formed fr.

talk on the analogy of movie.

tall, adj. — Prob. fr. ME. tal, 'seemly', fr. OE.
getxl, 'swift, prompt, ready', later used in the

sense of 'handsome, brave', which is rel. to

OHG. gi-zal, 'quick', Goth, un-tals, 'indocile',

and prob. also to OE. talu, 'tale', ON. tal,

'number', telja, 'to tell'. See tell and tale.

Derivatives: tall, n., tall, adv., tall-ness, n.

tallage, n., tax paid by the tenant to his lord

(Engl. Feudal Law). — ME. taillage, talliage,

tallage, fr. OF. taillage, lit. 'that which is cut',

fr. taillier (F. tailler), 'to cut'. See tailor and

-age and cp. tail, 'limitation of ownership'.

tallboy, n., I) a high chest of drawers (British); 2)

a kind of tall chimney pot. — Lit. 'high wood',

fr. F. haut bois, E. tall being the translation of

F. haut and E. boy a corruption of F. hois. See

tall and bush and cp. highboy, lowboy and

hautboy.

tallith, n., prayer shawl (Jewish Religion). —
Mishnaic Heb. tallith, 'covering, sheet, cloak;

prayer shawl', prob. fr. Biblical Heb. tillel, 'he

covered over, roofed' (a hapax legomenon in

the Bible, occurring Neh. 3:15), corresponding

to Heb. tzdldl, 'was covered with shade, was

overshadowed, grew dark', whence tzel, 'shad-

ow, shade'. Cp. Aram, t^ldld, Ugar. ?/, Arab.

?i7/, Akkad. fillu and fuldlu, 'shadow, shade'.

tallow, n. — ME. talgh, talow, fr. MLG. talch,

whence also Du. talk, G. Talg. MLG. talch

meant perh. orig. 'a firm, compact material',

and is rel. to Goth, tulgus, 'firm, solid', and
cogn. with Gk. ^-SeXexTfjS, 'forbearing', L. in-

dulgere, 'to be complaisant, forbearing'. See
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indulge and cp. words there referred to. For the

development ofmeaning cp. Gk.oTeap, 'tallow',

which is cogn. with E. stone.

Derivatives: tallow, tr. and intr. v., and adj.,

tallow-er, n., tallow-ing, n., tallow-ish, adj.,

tallow-y, adj., tallow-i-ness, n.

tally, n., a piece of wood with notches. — AF.

tallie, corresponding to OF., F. taille, 'notch,

cut', fr. Anglo-L. tdlia, taltia, fr. L. talea, 'rod,

stick'. See tailor and cp. tail, 'Umitation of

ownership'.

Derivative: tally, tr. and intr. v.

tallyho, n., huntsman's cry. — Of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. OF. thialau, taho, F. talaut.

Derivative: tallyho, tr. and intr. v.

talma, n., a kind of cloak. —• Named after the

famous French actor Frangois-Joseph Talma

(1763-1826).

talmi gold, a kind of gilt brass. — F. talmi, short-

ened fr. Tallois-demi-or, lit. half-gold (made by)

Tallois' (see demi- and -or, n.) ; so called after

Tallois of Paris, who first manufactured it.

Talmud, n. — Mishnaic Heb. talmudh, 'learning,

teaching, instruction', fr. Idmddh, 'he learned',—

orig. 'he exercised, accustomed to', whence

mdlmadh, 'ox goad', talmidh, 'scholar, disciple,

pupil', Mishnaic Heb. Idmudh, 'accustomed',

rel. to Aram, fmadh (rare), 'he learned', Syr.

lammedh, 'he accustomed', Ugar. Imd, Akkad.

lamadu, 'to learn', Ethiop. lamdda, 'was accus-

tomed'. Cp. lamed, melammed.

Derivatives: Talmud-ic, Talmud-ic-al, adjs.,

Talmud-ist, n., Talmud-ist-ic, Talmud-ist-ic-al,

adjs.

talon, n., orig. the heel or hinder part of the foot

of certain animals; now, claw. — ME., fr. OF
(= F.), 'heel', fr. VL. *tdldnem, ace. of *tdlo,

'heel', fr. L. talus, 'ankle, heel'. Cp. It tallone,

Sp. taldn, and see talus, 'ankle'.

Derivative: talon-ed, adj.

Talos, n., 1) a man of bronze made by Hephaes-

tus and given by Zeus to Minos, king of Crete,

to watch over the island ; 2) nephew and pupil

of Daedalus (Greek mythoL) — Gk. TaXcu?, of

uncertain origin; perh. orig. a personification

of the sun, which, according to Hesychius, was

called TaXfo; in Crete. See Albert Carnoy,

Dictionnaire 6tymologique de la mythologje

grdco-romaine, Louvain, p. 191 s.v. *Talds.

talose, n., a sugar, CjHjjO, (chem.)— G. Talose,

fr. Talon, which is formed through the trans-

position of some of the letters of Galacton in

Ga/ac/onjdttre ('galactonic acid'). See galactonic

and subst. suff. -ose.

Talpa, n., the genus of moles (zool.) — L. talpa,

'mole', of uncertain origin. It is possibly rel. to

L. darpus, 'a mammal', prob. 'the mole'; pos-

sibly of Gaulish origin.

taluk, n., an estate belonging to a native in India;

a subdivision of a district in India. — Hind., fr.

Arab, ta'dlluq, 'estate', lit. 'dependency', in-

finitive of ta'dllaqa, 'he was attached to', 5th
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form of ^dliqa, 'he cleaved to, adhered to', which

is rel. to Heb. 'dluqd'', Aram, ^dliiqtd, Akkad.

ilqitu, 'leech', lit. 'the clinging animal'.

talukdar, n., owner of a taluk. — Pers. ta'alluq-

dar, lit. 'holder of an estate', a hybrid coined fr.

Arab, ta'dlluq, 'estate' (see prec. word), and

Persian suff. -ddr, meaning 'holder, possessor'.

For this latter see aumildar and cp. words there

referred to.

talus, n., ankle, ankle bone (anat.) — L, talus,

'ankle, ankle bone, heel; die' (so called because

orig. made from the knuckle bones of ani-

mals). L. talus prob. stands for *taxlos. Cp.

taxillus, 'a little die', which is a dimin. of talus.

Cp. also talipes, talon, tassel, 'ornament' . Cp.

also solleret.

talus, n., slope; the slope of a wall. — F., fr.

Gaul.-L. talutium, 'the superficial indication of

the presence of gold under the earth', a deriva-

tive of Gaulish talo, 'forehead', which is rel. to

Ir. taul, Bret. tdl. Proven?, tauvero, 'border of a

field', is also traceable to Gaulish talo.

tam, n. — Short for tam-o'-shanter.

tamale, n., a dish made of crushed Indian corn

and meat seasoned with pepper. — Sp. tamal,

fr. Nahuatl tamalli.

tamandua, n., the little anteater, Tamandua tetra-

dactyla. — Port, tamandua, a loan word fr.

Tupi.

tamanoir, n., the great anteater or ant bear. — F.,

a loan word from Caribbean tamanoa.

tamanu, n., the poon tree. — Of Tahitian origin.

tamarack, n., the N. American black larch. — Of
Algonquian origin.

Tamaricaceae, n. pi., the tamarisk family (hot.)

— ModL., formed fr. Tamarix with suff. -aceae.

tamaricaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

tamarin, n., the S. American marmoset. — A
loan word from the Caribbean dialect of Cay-

enne.

tamarind, n., 1) a tropical tree; 2) its fruit. — Sp.

tamarinda (also Port, and It.), fr. Arab, tamr

Hindi, 'Indian date', fr. tamr, 'date', and Hindi,

'Indian', which is formed fr. Hind, 'India', with

gentilic suff. -i. The first element is rel. to

Heb. tdmdr, 'palm tree, date palm', Aram.

tamrd, Syr. t^martd, Ethiop. tamr, 'date', 'date

palm', and prob also to Arab, itma'drra, 'was

erect or stiff', (said of a lance). For the second

element in tamarind see Hindu, India.

tamarisk, n., an evergreen shrub or small tree

with slender branches and feathery clusters of

pinkish flowers. — Late L. tamariscus, fr. L.

tamarix, 'tamarisk', prob. fr. Heb. tdmdr, 'palm

tree', or Arab, tamr, 'date'. See tamarind and

cp. Tamarix.

Tamarix, n., a genus of trees, the tamarisk (hot.)

— L. tamarix, 'tamarisk'. See prec. word.

tamas, n., darkness, ignorance (Hinduism). —
OI. tdmas-, 'dark-ness', rel. to tdmisrdh, 'dark-

ness', Avestic t^mah-, 'darkness', and cogn.

*!

1
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with L. tenebrae (for temebrae, fr. "temesrae),

'darkness'. See tenebrae and cp. tombac.

tamasha, n., entertainment, show (Anglo-Ind.)

— Arab, tamdshin, 'a walking about', infinitive

of the VI conjugation of mdshd, 'he walked'.

tambouki, tambookie, n., a S. African shrub or

tree— S. African Dutch, fr. Tembu, name of a

Kaffir tribe in the region called Tembuland in

South Africa.

tamboiur, n., 1) a drum; 2) a drumlike frame for

embroidering. — F., fr. OF., fr. Arab, fabul, pi.

of tabl, 'drum' ; influenced in form by VArab.
tanbur (= Classical Arab, tunbur), 'lute'. Cp.

tabor.

Derivative : tambour, tr. and intr. v.

tambourin, n., 1) a kind of long drimi; 2) a dance

accompanied by this drum. — F., fr. earlier

tabourin. See tabor and cp. prec. word.

tambourine, n., a small drum.— Fr. F. tambourin,

hence etymologically identical with prec. word.

Derivative: tambourine, intr. v.

tame, adj. — ME. tame, fr. OE. tam, rel. to ON.
tamr, OS., Dan., Swed., OFris., MLG., MDu.,
Du. tam, OHG., MHG. zam, G. zahm, 'tame'.

These adjectives prob. derive from an Old Teut.

verb attested only in OHG. zamdn, MHG.
zamen, 'to tame', fr. I.-E. base *domd-, *demd-,

*dem-, whence also OI. damdyati, damdydti,

'tames", damya-, 'a young steer', prop, 'an ani-

mal that must yet be tamed', damitd, 'tamer',

ddfhtaft, "tamed', ModPers. dam, 'a tame ani-

mal', Gk. Sa^av, 'to tame, subdue', S[X7)t6<;,

'tame', 8(x<oc, 'a slave taken in war' (lit. 'sub-

dued'), a-Siii^c, 'unsubdued; unwedded', Sajxclc-

'/.Tfi, 'a young steer', L. domdre, 'to tame, sub-

due', Ossetic domun, 'tamer', Olr. damnaim,
'I tie up, fasten; I tame, subdue', dam, 'ox'. All

these words are derivatives of I.-E. base *domd-,

*demd-, *dem-, 'to build', and their orig. mean-
ing was 'to accustom animals to the house'.

This sense development may best be illustrated

by L. domdre, 'to tame' (see above), lit, 'to ac-

custom the house', fr. domus, 'house'. See dome,

'a building", and cp. adamant, daunt, diamond,

doe, indomitable and the second element in

Hippodamia. Cp. also timber.

Derivatives: tame-ly, adv., tame-ness, n.

tame, tr. v. — ME. tamen, fr. tame, 'tame'; rel.

to OE. temian, 'to tame', ON. temja, Dan.
txmme, Swed. tdmja, OFris. tema, MLG., MDu.,
Du. lemmen, OHG., MHG. zemmen, G. zdh-

men, Goth, gatamjan. See tame, adj.

Derivatives: tarn-able, adj., tam-abil-ity, n.,

tam-able-ness, n., tame-less, adj., tam-er, n.

Tamias, n., the genus of ground squirrels (zool.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. TafAta?, 'one who distributes,

dispenser, steward', orig. 'one who cuts up por-

tions for the sake of distributing them' ; in gra-

dational relationship to t£|xvsiv, 'to cut', t6(xoi;,

'piece cut off, section'. See tome.

Tamil, n., a Dravidian people and its language.

— Fr. OI. Dravida (through the intermediate

stages Dramida, Dramila, Damila). See Bishop

Caldwell, Comparative Grammar of the Dravi-

dian Languages, p. 10 f. (quoted in the Encyclo-

pedia Britannica, ed. 1947, vol. 21, p. 773).

Derivative: Tamil-ian, adj.

tamis, n., a strainer made of cloth.— F. tamis, fr.

Sp. tamiz, fr. Arab, tamyiz, 'separation', verbal

n. of mdzza, the second (= intensive) conjuga-

tion of mdza, 'he distinguished, separated'.

Tammany, n,, also Tammany society. — Named
after Tammany or Tamanend, a Delaware chief,

who lived in the second half of the 17th and in

the first half of the 18th century.

Tammanyism, n., Tammany policy. — Formed
fr. Tammany with suff. -ism.

Tammuz, n., 1) a Babylonian and Assyrian god;

2) name of the fourth Jewish month. — Heb.

Tammuz, fr. Babyl. Du'uzu, DUzu, contraction

of original Dumu-zi, 'the son who rises', also

interpreted as 'the faithful son'.

tammy, n., a fine woolen fabric. — Fr. obsol.

tamin, fr. F. etamine, fr. OF. estamine, formed

—with change of suff.—fr. VL. stdminea,

prop. fern, of the L. adj. stdmineus, 'made of

threads', fr. L. stdmen, gen. stdminis, 'thread;

warp'. Cp. It. stamigna, OProven?. estamenha,

Sp. estamena, 'a kind of woolen fabric', and

see stamen.

tammy, n. — Short for tam-o'-shanter.

tam-o'-shanter, n., a kind of woolen cap. —
Named after Tam o'Shanter, the hero of Robert

Burn's poem of this name.

tamp, tr. v., to pound, ram. — Back formation

fr. F. etamper, 'to stamp, punch', fr. OF. es-

tamper, fr. Frankish *stampdn, which is rel. to

Du. stampen, OHG. stampfon, 'to pound'. See

stamp, V. and cp. tampon.

Derivatives: tamp-er, n., lamp-ing, n.

tampan, n., a poisonous S. African tick. — A na-

tive name.

tamper, intr. v., to interfere; to meddle. — Orig.

a var. of temper, v.

tampion, n., a wooden plug or stopper put in the

nuzzle of a gun, when it is not in use. — A
var. of tampon. Cp. tompion.

tampon, n., a plug of cotton inserted into a

wound, orifice, etc., to stop bleeding. — F.,

a nasalized var. of tapon, 'plug', formed with

suff. -on fr. Frankish *tappo, which is rel. to

OHG. zapfo, OE. txppa, 'tap'. See tap, 'pipe;

cock'.

Derivative: tampon, tr. v.

tamponade, tamponage, tamponment, n. — Hy-
brids coined fr. tampon, with the suffixes -ade,

-age, resp. -ment, which all are of Latin origin.

tam-tam, n., 1) a kind of gong; 2) a tom-tom. —
F. tamtam, fr. Hind, tamtam, 'drum', which is

of imit. origin. Cp. tom-tom.

tan, n., oak bark. — F., fr. ML. tannum, which is

of Celtic origin. Cp. Bret, tann, 'oak tree'.

Derivative: tan, adj., of the color of tan.

tan, tr. v., to convert (hide) into leather by steep-
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ing in tannin; intr. v., to become tanned.— OF.

tanner, fr. ML. tannare, fr. tannum. See tan, n.,

and cp. tawny.

Derivatives; tann-able, adj., tann-ed, adj., tann-

er (q.v.), tann-ery, n., lann-ic, adj.

tana, n., a police station (India). — See thana.

Tanacetnm, n., a genus of plants, the tansy {hot.)

— ModL. See tansy.

Tanach, n., the Holy Scriptures. — Heb. t(a)n-

(a)kh, a word formed from the initials of the

words tord , 'teaching' (used to denote the five

books of Moses), n^bhVim, '(the books of the)

Prophets', k thubhtm, 'the writings' (used in the

sense of 'Hagiographa').

tanager, n., any of the small American oscine

birds constituting the family Tanagridae. —
ModL. Tanagra, name of the genus, fr. Port.

tangara, which is a Tupi loan word.

Tanagra, n., made in, or coming from, Tanagra

(applied to terra-cotta figurines) — Gk.

Tavaypa, name of a town in ancient Boeotia.

tanagrine, adj., pertaining to the tanagers.

—

— Formed fr. tanager with adj. suflf. -ine.

tanagroid, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

tanager.— A hybrid coined fr. tanager and Gk.

-ostSrj?, 'like', fr. elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

tandem, adv., one behind the other (said esp. of

two horses); n., a carriage drawn by horses

harnessed tandem; a team so harnessed; adj.,

consisting of two arranged tandem. — L. tan-

dem, 'at length' (taken humorously in the sense

of 'lengthwise one behind the other'), for *tam-

dem, compounded of tarn, which derives from

the pron. base *to- (see the and words there

referred to) and of the particle of identity -dem,

fr. L-E. *de (see de- and cp ibidem). Cp. tan-

tamount.

tandstickor, n., wooden match. — Swed. tdnd-

stickor, pi. of tandsticka, 'match', compounded
of tdnda, 'to kindle', and slicka, 'splinter'. See

tinder and stick, n.

tang, n., spike, sharp point. — ME. lange, fr. ON.
tangi, 'point, tang of a knife', which is prob. rel.

to ON. tunga, 'tongue'. See tongue.

Derivatives: tang, tr. v., to furnish with a tang;

tang-y, adj.

tang, n., seaweed. — Dan. tang, 'seaweed'. Cp.

ON. pang, 'seaweed', Swed. ting, Fris. tung, Du.

tang, G. Tang, of s.m., and E. tangle. Cp. also

the denasalized forms ME. tagle, dial. Swed.

taggla.

tang, intr. and tr. v., to sound loudly, to ring. —
Of imitative origin. Cp. twang.

Derivative: tang, n., ringing sound.

tanga, n., also tanka, name oi various coins in

India and Turkestan. — Hind, tanga, lit.

'weight', fr. OL tankah, 'stamped coin; a

weight', which is prob. connected with Tartar.

tanka, 'a silver coin', ModPers. tanga. Arm.
t'anka, 'a small coin'.

tangeite, n., a hydrous vanadate of copper and
calcium (mineral.) — Named after the Tange
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gorge in Fergana, Uzbek. For the ending see

subst. sufT. -ite.

tangelo, n., a hybrid of the Tangerine orange and

the pomelo. — Coined from the first two sylla-

bles of fan^erine and the last syllable of pome/o.

tangency, n.— Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.

tangent (geom.), adj., touching; meeting at a

point without intersecting; n., a tangent line. —
L. tangens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of tangere, 'to

touch', which is prob. cogn. with Gk. TE-xay-

<iv, 'grasping', and with OE. paccian, 'to pat,

flap'; first used by the Danish mathematician

Thomas Fincke in his Geometria Rotundi (in

1583) and adopted by the German mathemati-

cian BartholomausPitiscus (1561-1613) in 1595.

Cp. tact, tactile. Cp. also attain, contact, con-

tagion, contaminate, contiguity, contiguous, con-

tingent, entire, intact, intangible, integer, integri-

ty, noli-me-tangere, task, tasse, taste, tax.

Derivatives : tangent-ial, adj., tangent-ial-ly, adv.

Tangerine, adj., pertaining to Tangier; n., an in-

habitant of Tangier. — Formed fr. F. Tanger,

'Tangier', seaport in Morocco, fr. L. Tinge or

Tingi. For the ending see suff. -ine.

tangerine, n., a Tangerine orange. — From prec.

word.

tanghin, n., poison of the tree Tanghinia veneni-

fera. — F., from Malagasy tangena.

tangible, adj. — Late L. langibilis, that which

may be touched', fr. L. tangere. See tangent and

-ible.

Derivatives: tangible, n., tungibil-ity, n., tan-

gible-ness, n., tangibl-y, adv.

tangle, n., seaweed. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. ON.
pongull, a derivative of pang, 'seaweed', and see

tang, 'seaweed'.

tangle, tr. v., to hamper, ensnare; intr. v., to be-

come tangled. — ME. tangilen, formed with

freq. suff. -le fr. Dan. tang, 'seaweed' (see tang,

'seaweed'). The orig. meaning of the verb

tangle was 'to form a mass comparable to

seaweed'. Cp. entangle. Cp. also toggle.

Derivatives : tangle, n., mass, confusion, tangle-

some, adj., tangl-y, adj.

tango, n., a Span.-American dance. — S. Amer.

Sp.

tangram, n., a Chinese puzzle. — Prob. formed

on analogy of words like anagram, cryptogram,

etc.

tangun, n., a strong, little pony of Bhutan and

Tibet (Anglo-Indian). — Hind, tdi'igan, taiighan,

prob. fr. Tibetan ^tanidni, fr. 'ta, 'horse'.

tanist, n., the elected heir of a Celtic chief. — Ir.

tdnaiste, 'second; second in rank', fr. Olr.

tdnise.

Derivatives: tanist-ic, adj., tanist-ry, n., the

system of electing a tanist during the chief's

lifetime.

tank, n., 1) reservoir; 2) an armored car (mil.) —
Hind, tdnkh, 'cistern, tank', which prob. de-

rives fr. OI. taddgam, 'pond, tank'. The Hind.
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word was brought to Europe by the Portuguese

in whose tongue it coincided in form with

tanque, an aphetic var. of estanque, 'pond' (a

word derived fr. L. stdgnum, 'pool, pond'),

with which it has nothing in common. — When
the first armored cars of the British army were

made in 1915, the workers were made to believe

that they were fabricating ingredients for ben-

zene tanks. Thus tank obtained a new meaning,

that of an armored car.

Derivatives: tank-age, n., tank-er, n.

tanka, n., name of various coins in India and

Turkestan. — See tanga.

tankard, n., a large drinking vessel. — ME., fr.

OF. tanquart, 'a liquid measure', compounded

of tant quart, 'as much as a quarter', fr. L. tan-

tum, 'as much as', and quart, 'a quarter'. See

tantamoimt and quart.

tannaim, n. pi., Jewish teachers mentioned in the

Mishnah (Jewish literature). — Talmudic Heb.

tannaim, pi. of tanna, 'teacher', specif, 'teacher

mentioned in the Mishna', fr. Aram, tanna, of

s.m., fr. t'^nd, 'he repeated, learned', which is rel.

to t^ren (dissimilated fr. *t^nen), 'two', Aram.

tinydnd, Syr. tenydnd, 'second', Heb. sh ndyim,

'two', sheni, 'second', mishne, 'double', shdnd
,

'he repeated' (in Mishnaic Heb. 'he learned'),

Mishnaic Heb. mishna'', 'repetition, oral study,

oral law'. See Mishnah.

tannate, n., salt of tannic acid. — Formed fr. tan

with chem. suff. -ate.

tanner, n., sixpence (slang).— Of unknown origin.

tanner, n., one whose business is tanning. —
Formed fr. tan, v., with agential suff. -er.

tanni-, combining form denoting tannin.

tanniferous, adj., yielding tannin. — Compound-

ed of the combining form tanni- and suff. -fe-

rous.

tannin, n., tannic acid (chem.) — F. tanin, tannin,

fr. tan. See tan and -in.

tanrec, n. — A var. of tenrec.

tansy, n., a plant of the genus Tanacetum. — ME.
tanesey, tansy, fr. OF. tanesie (F. tanaisie), fr.

VL. *tanaceta, neut. pi. mistaken for fern. sing,

fr. Late L. tanacetum (whence OProven?. tena-

zet), which is of uncertain origin.

tantalate, n., salt of tantalic acid (cAem.)— Form-

ed fr. tantalum with chem. suff. -ate.

tantaliten., a black crystalline mineral, Fe(Ta03)2.

—Formed fr. tantalum with subst. suff. -ite.

tantalize, tr. v., to torment. — Lit. 'to torment

with pains similar to those of Tantalus'. See

Tantalus and -ize.

Derivatives: lantaliz-ation, n., tantaliz-er, n.,

tanlaliz-ing, adj., tantaliz-ing-ly, adv., tantaliz-

ing-ness, n.

tantalum, n., name of a metallic element (chem.)

— ModL., coined by its discoverer, the Swedish

chemist Anders Gustaf Ekeberg (1767-1813), in

1802 fr. Tantalus, to illustrate the tantalizing

work he had until he succeeded in isolating this

element.

tap

Derivatives: tantalate (q.\.),tantal-ic, adj., tan-

talite (q.v.)

Tantalus, n., son of Zeus, condemned to stand in

water, which receded whenever he tried to

drink (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. TavxaXot;,

lit. 'the Bearer or Sufferer', fr. dissimilation of

^TaX-TaXo?, which is the reduplication of the

I.-E. base *lel-, *tal-, 'to bear, carry, support,

endure', whence TaXavTov, 'pair of scales,

balance, a weight'. See talent.

tantalus, n., a stand containing decanters, open

at the sides, and yet not removable without a

key. — Fr. prec. word.

tantamount, adj. — Fr. the obsol. verb tanta-

mount, fr. AF. tant amunter, 'to amount to as

much', fr. OF. (= F.) tant, 'so much', and

amonter, 'to amount to'. OF. tant comes fr. L.

tantus, 'so much', which stands for *tamtos and

derives fr. tarn, 'so', from the L-E. pronominal

stem *to-. See the and cp. the first element in

tandem. Cp. also taunt. Cp. also the first ele-

ment in tankard and the second element in a-

taunt. For the second element in tantamount see

amount and cp. paramount.

tantara, n., succession of notes on a trumpet or

horn. — Of imitative origin. Cp. taratantara.

tantivy, n., a hunting cry; swift gallop; adv.,

swiftly, headlong; adj., swift. — Of imitative

origin.

tantra, n., one of a class of Sanskrit religious

books. — OI. tdntram, 'thread, loom, warp; the

essential; doctrine, system', from the stem of

tanoti, 'he stretches', fr. I.-E. base *ten-, 'to

stretch, extend', whence also Gk. Teiveiv, L.

tendere, 'to stretch'. See tend, 'to move in a cer-

tain direction", and cp. the second element in

Panchatantra. Cp. also tatty.

tantrism, n., doctrines contained in the tantras.—

Formed fr. tantra with suff. -ism.

tantrist, n., a student of tantrism. — Formed fr.

tantra with suff. -ist.

tantrum, n., outburst of petulance (colloq.) — Of

unknown origin.

tany-, combining form meaning 'stretched out,

long' (zool.) — Gk. Tav'j- (as in Tavj-.-Afoaaoc,

'long-tongued', etc.), rel. to Homeric Gk. Tavaoq,

'stretched out, long', Gk. Tavkw, "to stretch

out', and cogn. with OI. taniih, 'thin, tender', L.

tenuis, 'thin, slender', ON. punnr, OE. pynne,

'thin'. See thin and cp. tantra.

Taoism, n., a Chinese religious system founded

by Lao-tse. — Formed with suff. -ism fr. Chin.

tao, 'way, right path, reason'.

tap, n., faucet, cock.— ME. tappe, fr. OE. tseppa,

rel. to MDu. tappe, Du. tap, OHG. zapho,

MHG. zapfe, G. Zapfen, fr. Teut. *tappo-. Cp.

the Teut. loan words: F. tapon and its nasalized

var. tampon, 'plug, stopper'. It. zaffo, Sp. tapon,

of s.m. (see tampon). Cp. also tapadera, tapster,

tip, 'end', and the first element in tattoo, 'drum

beat'.

tap, tr. v., to supply with a tap. — ME. tappen.



tap

fr. OE. txppian, fr. tseppa, 'tap'; rel. to MLG.
tappen, MHG., G. zapfen, 'to tap'. See prec.

word.

tap, tr. and intr. v., to strike lightly. — ME.
tappen, fr. OF. (= F.) taper; of imitative origia.

Cp. tappet and tip, 'to touch gently'. Cp. also

dab, 'to strike lightly'.

Derivative: tap, n., a light blow, tapp-er, n.,

tapp-ing, n.

tapa, n., cloth made from the inner bark of the

tree Papyrius papyrifera. — Of Marquesan ori-

gin.

tapadera, also tapadero, n., leather cover of the

stirrup of a Mexican saddle. — Sp. tapadera,

'lid, cover', fr. tapar, 'to cover, stop up, plug',

fr. Teut. *tappo-, 'plug, stopper'. See tap,

'faucet, cock'.

tapas, n., the heat of asceticism {Hinduism). —
OL, 'heat', rel. to tdpati, 'warms, heats, burns',

tdpu-, 'burning', and cogn. with L. tepere, 'to be

warm or lukewarm'. See tepid and cp. topaz.

tape, n. — ME. tappe, tape, fr. OE. txppa, tseppe,

'tape, ribbon', prob. back formation fr. L.

tapete, 'carpet', whose ending -te was mistaken

for a suff., and consequently dropped. See

tapestry and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: tape, tr. v.

taper, n., a small candle. — ME. tapre, taper, fr.

OE. tapor, tapur, dissimilated fr. L. papyrus

(through the intermediate form *tapiirus). Cp.

dial. It. papijo, papejo, 'wick', Sard, pavilu,

Rhaeto-Rom. pavier, pavel, of s.m. All these

words derive fr. L. papyrus (see papyrus, paper).

For the development of meaning it should be

borne in mind that the pit of papyrus was used

in Rome as wick. For a similar development of

meaning cp. OHG. charza, kerza (whence

MHG., G. kerze), 'candle', fr. L. charta, fr. Gk.

Xap--/j;, 'papyrus; roll made from papyrus ; the

wick made from the pith of the papyrus'.

Derivatives: taper, adj., tapering, taper, irvtr.

and tr. v., taper-er, n., taper-ing, adj., taper-ing-

ly, adv., taper-ness, n., taper-wise, adv.

tapestry, n. — ME. tapistry, fr. MF. (= F.) ta-

pisserie, fr. tapis, 'carpet', fr. OF. tapiz, fr.

tapition, the MGk. pronunciation of Gk. Ta-

:rrjTtov, dimin. of TaTTY);, gen. TaTtYjxo?, 'hang-

ing, carpet' (whence L. tapes, gen. tapetis), a

word of Iranian origin. Cp. ModPersian tab-ad,

inf. tdftan, tdb-lSan, 'to turn, twist', fr. Iranian

*tap-, corresponding to I.-E. *lmp-, 'to stretch,

extend", whence L. templum, 'place of observa-

tion, temple". See temple, 'place of worship',

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also taffeta,

tape, tapetum, tapis.

Derivative: tapestry, tr. v.

tapetum, n., 1) part of the chorioid of the eye in

cats and some other animals (zool.) — ModL.,
fr. L. tapete, a collateral form of tapes, gen tape-

tis, 'carpet'. See prec. word.

Taphrina, n., a genus of parasitic fungi (hot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. raqjpoi;, 'ditch', which is rel. to
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t<i.<fO<;, 'burial', S-dcTtTeiv, 'to bury' (aor. sxa-

(p7]v). See cenotaph.

tapino-, before a vowel tapin-, combining form
meaning 'low' (used in anthropol.) — Gk.
xaTTEivo-, TaTTsiv-, fr. TfKsvjiz, 'low; humble',

orig. 'compressed', fr. I.-E. base *tap-, 'to press,

squeeze', whence also OL sam-tapati, 'com-

presses'.

tapioca, n., a granular substance prepared from

cassava starch. — Port., dissimilated from Tupi

and Guarani tipioca, fr. tipi, 'dregs', and ok, 'to

squeeze out'.

tapir, n., a tropical hoglike mammal. — Sp.,

fr. Tupi tapiira.

tapiroid, adj., resembling the tapirs. — A hybrid

coined fr. tapir and Gk. -o£L8r)<;, 'like', fr. zISoq,

'form, shape'. See -oid.

tapis, n., tapestry (history; now used only in the

phrase on the tapis). — MF. (= F.), fr. OF.
tapiz. See tapestry.

tappet, n., projecting arm in a machine. — Form-

ed fr. tap, 'to strike lightly', with suff. -et.

tapster, n., a person employed to tap liquors. —
ME., fr. OE. txppestre, 'a woman employed to

tap liquors', fr. tseppa, 'tap'. See tap, 'pipe',

and -ster.

tapu, n. — A var. of taboo.

tar, n., a viscous liquid. — ME. terre, fr. OE.
teoru, teru, rel. to ON. tjara, Dan. tjxre, Swed.

tjdra, OFris. tera, MDu. tar, ter, terre, Du.

teer, G. Teer. These words orig. meant 'per-

taining to a tree'. They derive fr. I.-E. *derew(o)-,

*drew(o)-, 'tree', whence OL ddru, 'wood', Gk.

86pu, 'beam, shaft of a spear, spear', Spij?, 'tree,

oak', Goth, triu, OE. treow, 'tree'. See tree and

cp. the first element in tarpaulin.

Derivatives : tar, tr. v., tarr-ed, tarr-y, adjs.

tar, n., sailor (colloq.)—Abbreviation oftarpaulin.

tara, also tara fern, n., a kind of New Zealand

brake with edible rootstock. — Maori tara,

"spear".

taradiddle, n. — The same as tarradlddle.

taramellite, n., a basic barium and iron silicate

(mineral.) — Named after the Italian mineral-

ogist Torquato Tarameili (died in 1922). For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

tarand, n., the reindeer (obsol.)— F., fr. L. taran-

drus, which derives—with change of suff. -dus

to -drus— fr. Gk. TapavSo;, 'reindeer', a loan

word from a language of the North.

tarantara, n., succession of notes on a trumpet or

horn. — Of imitative origin. Cp. taratantara.

tarantass, n., a large, four-wheeled carriage. —
Russ. tarantas, which is of uncertain origin.

tarantella, n., a lively Italian dance. — It., lit.

'dance of Taranto', formed with dimin. suff.

-ella fr. Taranto, name of a town in southern

Italy, fr. L. Tarentum, fr. Gk. Tapa?, gen.

TapavToc. The association of tarantella with

tarantula—as if tarantella orig. denoted 'a dance

resembling the movements of one bitten by a

tarantula'—is folk etymology.

tarantism, n., a kind of nervous disease.— Medi-

cal L. tarantismus, fr. It. tarantismo, formed fr.

Taranto; (see tarantella); so called because the

dance tarantella was regarded as the best reme-

dy for the disease. For the ending see suff. -ism.

tarantula, n., a large venomous spider. — ML.
tarantula, fr. It. tarantola, fr. Taranto ; so called

because of this spider's frequent occurrence in

the coimtry around Taranto. Cp. tarantella,

tarantism.

Derivatives: tarantul-ar, tarantul-ary, tarantul-

ated, adjs.

taratantara, n., tantara.— L., of imitative origin.

Cp. tantara.

Taraxacum, n., a genus of plants of the chicory

family (hot.) — ModL., fr. Arab. tarakhshaqUn,

tarakhshaquq, fr. Pers. talkh chakok, lit. 'bitter

herb'.

tarboosh, n., a brimless felt cap worn by Mos-

lems. — F. tarboucMe), fr. Arab, tarbush, lit.

'sweating cap', a hybrid coined fr. Turk, ter,

'sweat', and Pers. pushiddn, 'to cover'.

tardamente, adv., slowly (musical direction). —
It., 'slowly', formed fr. tarda, fem. of tarda,

'slow', and adverbial suff. -mente, fr. L. mente,

abl. of mens, 'mind'. See tardo and mind and cp.

mental, 'relating to the mind'. Cp. also lenta-

mente, tostamente.

Tardenoisean, adj., pertaining to the transitional

period between the Old Stone and the New
Stone Ages. — Named after La ¥trt-tn-Tarde-

nois, near Rheims, France. For the ending see

suff. -ean.

Tardigrada, n. p!., a division of arthropods (zool.)

— ModL., fr. L. tardigradus. See next word.

tardigrade, adj. and n., moving slowly ; n., a tardi-

grade animal. — F., fr. L. tardigradus, 'slow-

paced', which is compounded of tardus, 'slow',

and gradior, gradi, 'to step' . See tardy and gradus.

tardo, adj., slow; adv., slowly, (musical direction).

— It., 'slow, slowly', fr. L. tardus, 'slow'. See

tardy and cp. tardamente.

tardy, adj., late.— Fr. earlier tardif, fr. OF. (= F.)

tardif, fr. VL. tardivus, fr. L. tardus, 'slow',

which is of uncertain origin. Cp. tardo, tarda-

mente, retard and the second element in bustard.

Derivatives: tardi-ly, adv., tardi-ness, n.

tare, n., allowance in weight. — ME., fr. MF.
(= F.) tare, fr. Sp. tara, of s.m., fr. Arab.

tdrhcr, 'that which is thrown away', fr. tdraha,

'he threw, threw away'. Cp. mattress.

Derivative: tare, tr. v., to find the weight of the

tare.

tare, n., 1) a kind of vetch; 2) a weed, prob. the

darnel. — ME., prob. fr. MDu. tarwe, terwe

(Du. tarwe), 'wheat', which is cogn. with Bret.

draok, dreok, W. drewg, 'darnel', OI. durvd, 'a

kind of millet grass', Delphic Gk. SapaTa,

Thessal. 8ipaT0(;, 'bread'. Cp. doob. Cp. also

L. dravoca, 'a bur', which is a Gaulish loan

word (see dredge, 'a mixture of grain').

targe, n., shield, buckler. — ME., fr. OF. targe.

targue (F. targe), fr. Prankish *targa; cp. LG.
targe, OHG. zarga, MHG., G. zarge, 'border,

edge, frame', OE. targe, targa, ON. targa,

'shield, buckler', orig. 'edge of a shield'. The
orig. meaning of these Teut. words was 'border

edge'. They are perh. cogn. with Gk. Spdta-

asCT^at, 'to cluth, grasp, seize', properly 'to en-

close', SpaxjJ-T), 'drachma', Spayfjia, 'a sheaf,

lit. 'a handful'; see dram and cp. target. ML.
targ(i)a, OProven?. targa (whence It. targa), Sp.

tarja, 'shield', are also Teut. loan words. G.

Tartsche, 'small round shield; target', has been

re-borrowed fr. OF. targa.

targe, tr. v., to harass with questions (Scot.) —
Of uncertain origin.

target, n.— ME., fr. MF. targete (F. targette), 'a

small shield, target', dimin. of targe. See targe,

'shield', and -et.

Derivatives: target, tr. v., target-eer, n.

Targum, n., Aramaic translation of the Bible. —
Mishnaic Heb. targum, 'interpretation, transla-

tion', fr. Heb. firgew, 'he interpreted, translated',

which is rel. to Aram, targem, Arab, tdrjama, of

s.m. All these verbs are denominated fr. Akkad.

targumdnu, 'interpreter' (fr. ragdmu, 'to call'),

whence also Aram, turg mdnd, 'interpreter,

translater'. Cp. meturgeman. Cp. also dragoman.

Derivatives: Targum-ic, adj., Targumist (q.\.)

Targumlst, n., 1) writer of a Targum; 2) student

of the Targums. — Formed fr. Targum with

suff. -ist.

Derivative: Targumist-ic, adj.

tariff, n. — Sp.-Port. tarifa, fr. Arab, ta'rtf, 'a

making known, information', verbal noun of

'drrafa, 'he made known, he taught', second

conjugation oi'drafa, "he knew'. Cp. It. tariffa.

Derivative: tariff, tr. v.

tarlatan, n., a kind of thin, open muslin. — F.

tarlatane, prob. of E. Indian origin.

Tarmac, n., trademark for a kind of tarmacadam.

— Short for tarmacadam.

tarmacadam, n., pavement constructed by spray-

ing or pouring a tar binder over crushed stone.

— Compounded of tar and macadam.

tarn, n., a small lake in the mountains. — ME.
terne, tarne, fr. ON. tjorn, 'a small lake'. Cp. dial.

Swed. tjdrn, of s.m.

tarnish, tr. and intr. v. — Fr. F. terniss-, stem of

the pres. part, of ternir, 'to tarnish', which is of

Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. tarni, 'hidden, dark',

tarnjan, MHG. ternen, 'to hide, darken", OE.

derne, OS. derni, OFris. dern, 'concealed, dark',

and see dark. For the ending see verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: tarnish, n., tarnish-able, adj.,

tarnish-er, n.

taro, n., a tropical plant, Colocasia esculenta. —
Polynesian.

taroc, n., playing card. — It. tarocchi (sing, taroc-

co), fr. Arab, tdralfa, 'he rejected, put aside'; see

Lokotsch, EW., No. 2024. Cp. mattress, and

tare, 'allowance in weight', which are traceable

to the same Arabic verb.



tarot, n., the same as taroc. — F. tarots (pi. of

tarot), it. It. tarocchi (pi. of tarocco). See prec.

word.

tarpan, n., wild horse of the Russian steppes. —
Of Tatar origin.

tarpaulin, n., a waterproof covering of canvas. —
A hybrid coined fr. tar, 'dark, viscid liquid', a

Teutonic word, and palling, 'covering', deriva-

tive of pall, 'cloak, coverlet', a word of Latin

origin.

Tarpeian rock, rock on the Capitoline Hill in

Rome.— Fr. L. (mons) Tarpeius, '(rock) of Tar-

peia', so called after Tarpeia, a Vestal virgin who
betrayed the capitol to the Sabines, and was

buried at its foot. The name Tarpeia is prob. of

Etruscan-Tyrrhenian origin.

tarpon, n., a large fish of the herring family. —
Prob. of American Indian origin.

tarradiddle, n., lie, fib. — An invented word.

tarragon, n., a plant with aromatic leaves. — Sp.

taragona, fr. Arab, tarkhun, 'dragon wort', fr.

Gk. SpaxovTtov, 'adderwort', lit. 'a little drag-

on'; dimin. of Spaxcov, gen. Spdxovxo?, 'drag-

on'. Cp. It. targone and F. estragon, which

are of the same origin and meaning, and see

dragon.

tarragona, n., a kind of Spanish wine resembling

port.— Short for Tarragona wine, fr. Tarragona,

a province in N.-E. Spain.

tarras, n. — A var. of trass.

tarrock, n., a young kittiwake. — From Green-

land Eskimo tdterdq.

tarry, intr. and tr. v. — ME. tarien, 'to vex, irri-

tate; to hinder, delay', fr. OE. tergan, tyrgan, 'to

vex, irritate', rel. to Du. tergen, G. zergen, 'to

vex, irritate", and cogn. with Russ. dergat\ 'to

pluck, drag'. ME. tarien was confused in mean-

ing with .ME. targen, 'to delay', fr. OF. targier,

tardier, fr. VL. *tardicdre, freq. of L. tardare, 'to

delay' (whence F. tarder, of s.m.); see tardy.

Derivatives: tarri-ance, n., tarri-er, n., tarry-

ing, n.

tars-, form of tarso- before a vowel.

tarsal, adj., pertaining to the tarsus. — Formed
fr. tarsus with adj. suff. -al.

tarsia, n., mosaic. — It., fr. Arab. tar^V, 'inlaid

work", verbal noun of rdssa'a, 'he laid in'. Cp.

Heb. rdtzd\ 'he bored, pierced', martze'a,

'boring instrument, awl', Mishnaic Heb. ratz^dn,

Aram, rutz'dnd, 'shoemaker'.

tarsier, n., arboreal lemur of the East Indies. —
F., fr. tarse, 'tarsus' (see tarsus and -ier) ; so call-

ed from its long tarsus.

Tarsipes, n., a genus of Australian marsupials

(zool.) — ModL., compounded of ModL. tar-

sus, 'ankle', and L. pes, 'foot'. See tarsus and

foot, and cp. pedal.

tarso-, before a vowel tars-, combining form de-

noting the tarsus (anat.) — See tarsus.

tarsus, n., the ankle (anat.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

Tap<j6(;, 'wicker work; flat of the foot; ankle;

edge of the eyelid', rel. to *Tpa<Jia, Ion. rapaiT),

'crate for drying figs', fr. I.-E. base *trs-, *ters-,

'to dry', whence also Gk. TepstrsCT&at, 'to be or

become dry, dry up', TEpoaivsiv, 'to make dry,

to dry', L. terra (for *tersd-), 'land, ground,

soil', lit. 'the dry one'. See terra and cp. torrid.

Cp. also thirst,

tart, n., fruit pie. — ME. tarte, fr. OF. tarte, a

variant of torte, tourte (F. tourte), 'tart, fruit

pie', lit. 'round cake', fr. L. torta. See tarta.

tart, adj., sour, acid. — ME., fr. OE. teart, 'se-

vere', which is prob. rel. to teran, 'to tear'. See

tear, 'to pull apart'.

Derivatives: tart-ly, adv., tart-ness, n.

tartan, n., a single-masted vessel. — F. tartane, fr.

It. tartana, prob. fr. Arab, tarida'', 'a small ship',

fr. tdrada, 'he hunted, pursued, persecuted',

which is rel. to Heb. tdrddh, 'he pursued, chased,

was continuous', inTalmudic Hebrew, 'he stirred

up, troubled, wearied', Aram.-Syr. fradh, 'he

drove away', Akkad. tarddu, 'to drive away'. Cp.

Sp. tarida and tartana, 'tartan', which also de-

rive fr. Arab, tarida''.

tartan, n., a kind of woolen fabric. — ME. tir-

taine, fr. OF. (= F.) tiretaine, fr. Sp. tiritana, 'a

thin silk stuif ', lit. 'therUstling stuff', fr. tiritar,

'to shiver', a word of imitative origin.

Tartan, n., title of an Assyrian commander-in-

chief (see II Kings 18 : 17 and Is. 20 : 1)— Heb.

tartan, fr. Akkad. tardinnu, tartenu, 'the second',

fr. terdu, 'follower', fr. redu, 'to follow'; see

Ungnad, Joseph, der Tartan des Pharaoh,

ZATW., 41, pp. 204-207. For sense develop-

ment cp. L. secundus, 'the second', fr. sequi, 'to

follow' (see second, adj.)

Tartar, n. and adj. — ML. Tartarus, fr. Pers. Td-

tdr, ult. fr. Tata, name of the Mongols, who
coming from the Gobi desert invaded Russia in

the 9th cent. The first r in Tartar is due to a con-

fusion with L. Tartarus, 'hell' ; see Tartarus.

tartar, n., 1) potassium bitartrate, KHC^HjO,.

(chem.); 2) a hard deposit on the teeth. — ME.
tartre, tartar, fr. OF. tartre, fr. ML. tartarum,

fr. Gk. Tap-apo? (see Tartarus); so called by

Paracelsus with regard to the burning effect of

this compound.

Derivatives: tartar-eous, tartar-ic, tartar-ish,

adjs., tartar-ize, tr. v., tartar-iz-ation, n., tartar-

ous, adj.

Tartarean, adj., pertaining to Tartarus. — Form-

ed fr. Tartarus with suff. -ean.

Tartarus, n., the abyss below Hades; place of

punishment; Hades, netherworld; hell (Greek

mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. TdtpTapo;, prob. a word

of imitative origin, suggestive of something

frightful. Cp. tartar,

tartlet, n., a small tart. — Formed fr. tart, n.,

with dimin. suff. -let. Cp. F. tartelette.

tartrate, n., salt of tartaric acid (chem.) — F.,

formed with chem. suff. -ate fr. tartre, 'tartar".

See tartar.

Tartuf(f)e, n., a hypocrite.— F., fr. the principal

character of Molifere's comedy of this name.
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Tartuf{f)e derives fr. It. Tartu/o, lit. 'truffle'. See

truffle.

Derivatives: tartuf(f)-ery, n., tartuf(f)-ish,a.di.,

tartuf(J)-ism, n.

taseometer, n., an instrument for measuring struc-

tural stresses. — Coined fr. Gk. Taa-,?, gen.

TdcEo)?, 'stretching, tension', and [A^xpov, 'meas-

ure'. See tasimeter.

tashlik, n., a propitiatory rite, observed on the

afternoon of Rosh Hashanah (New Year's Day)

near a stream of water. On this occasion several

Biblical passages, amongst them the verses Mi-

cah 7: 18-20 are recited (Jewish religion). —
Heb. tashlikh, 'thou wilt cast', imperfect of

hishltkh, 'he cast". The rite is so called from the

first word of the orig. Heb. text of Micah 7:19

'Thou wilt cast (tashlikh) all their sins into the

depths of the sea'.

Taslunitum, n., a Babylonian goddess, the wife of

Nebo. — Akkad. Tashmltum, lit. 'proclaimer',

fr. tashmltum, 'a hearing', fr. shemil, 'to hear',

which is rel. to Heb. shdmd\ 'he heard'. See

Shema.

tashrif, also tashreef, n., honor, respect (Anglo-

Indian) — Arab, tashrif, 'an honoring', verbal

noun of shdrrafa, 'he ennobled, elevated, honor-

ed', second form oi shdrufa, 'he was exalted, he

was noble'. See shereef and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

tasimeter, n., an electrical instrument for meas-

uring changes in pressure caused by changes in

temperature. — Coined fr. Gk. Taai?, 'stretch-

ing, tension", and (isxpov, 'measure'. Gk. Taaii;

stands for I.-E. *tpis, whence also OI. tatih,

'row, hne, thread'; from *tn-, zero degree of

base *ten-, "to stretch', whence 01. tanoti,

'stretches', Gk. teivsiv, L. tendere, 'to stretch'.

See tend, 'to move in a certain direction', and

cp. ectasis and words there referred to.

Demat'ives: tasimetr-ic, adj., tasimetr-y, n.

task, n. — ME. taske, fr. ONE. tasque, fr. OF.

tasche (F. Idche) fr. VL. *tasca, metathesized fr.

ML. taxa, which is a back formation fr. L. ta-

xdre, 'to touch sharply, handle; to appraise,

estimate'. See tax and cp. tasse and the second

element in sabretache,

tass, n. , a drinking cup ; a small draft.—MF. (= F.)

tasse, 'cup", fr. OF., fr. Arab, idssa , lass, fr.

Pers. tdsht, 'cup, saucer'. Cp. OProven?. tassa.

It. tazza, Sp. taza, 'cup', which are of the same

origin. Cp. also tazza.

Tass, n., the official news agency of the U.S.S.R.

— Formed from the initials of the Russian

words Telegrafnoje Agenstvo Sovjetskeho So-

juza (= 'Soviet Telegraphic Agency').

tasse, n., one of a series of plates forming a sort

of kilt or shirt (armor). — MF. tasse, 'pocket',

fr. MHG. (= G.) tasche, fr. OHG. tasca, which,

together with MLG. taske, OS. dasga, is bor-

rowed fr. VL. *tasca; see task. The phases of

the sense development of VL. *tasca prob. are:

'appraisal, estimate; amount of work imposed

by authority; recompense for such work; daily

wages; pocket into which the wages are put;

any pocket'.

tassel, n., ornament. — ME., fr. OF. tassel

(whence F. tasseau, 'cleat, strip, bracket'), fr.

VL. *tassellus, fr. L. taxillus, 'a small die',

dimin. of tdlus, 'knucklebone, heel'. See talus,

'ankle'.

Derivatives: tassel, tr. v., tassel-y, adj.

tassel, n. — A var. of tercel,

taste, tr. and intr. v.— ME. tasten, 'to feel, taste",

fr. OF. taster (F. later), 'to feel, touch, handle',

fr. VL. *taxitdre, freq. of L. taxdre, 'to touch

sharply', itself freq. of tangere, 'to touch' (see

tangent). Cp. OProveng. tastar. It. tastare, Sp.

and Port, tastar, 'to feel, taste', which are of the

same origin. To account for the sense develop-

ment 'to feel; to taste', Bloomfleld (in Indoger-

manische Forschungen) suggests the hypothetic

VL. form *tastdre, which should have arisen as

a blend of L. gustdre, 'to taste', and tangere, 'to

touch'.

Derivatives: tast-er, n., tast-ing, n. and adj.,

tast-ing-ly, adv.

taste, n. — ME. last, 'touch, taste', fr. OF. fast

(F. tat), fr. taster. See taste, v.

Derivatives: taste-ful, adj., taste-ful-ly, adv.,

taste-ful-ness, n., taste-less, adj., taste-less-ly,

adv., taste-less-ness, n., tast-y, adj., tast-i^ly,

adv., tast-i-ness, n.

tat, intr. v., to do tatting; tr. v., to make by

tatting. — Back formation fr. tatting,

tat, n., a coarse cloth (India). — Hind. tdt.

tat, n., in the phrase tit for tat. — See tit.

tata, n., good-bye. — Of imitative origin (child's

language).

Tatar, n. — See Tartar.

tatter, n., a torn piece; rag. — ME. later, tatter,

of Scand. origin. Cp. Icel. totturr, tottur, totur,

(pi. tottrar, totrar), 'tatter, rag', Norw. totra (pi.

totror), of s.m., LG. tater, 'tatter'. See tod and

cp. the first element in next word.

Derivatives: tatter, tr. and intr. v., latter-ed,

adj., talter-ed-ly, adv., tatter-ed-ness, n., tatter-

y, adj.

tatterdemalion, n., a ragged person. — A com-

pound formed fr. tatter and a second element of

uncertain origin.

tatting, n., a kind of handmade lace. — Of un-

certain origin.

tattle, intr. v., 1) to talk idly; to chatter; 2) to tell

tales; tr. v., to tell (a secret). — MDu. tatelen,

tateren, 'to stammer', of imitative origin. The

primary meaning was 'to repeat the syllable ta.

Cp. tittle-tattle.

Derivative: tattle, n., tattl-er, n., tattl-ing, adj.

tattoo, n., drum beat. — Du. taptoe, lit. 'closing

of the taps', fr. tap, 'tap', and toe, 'to; shut' (for

sense development cp. G. zu, 'to; closed'). See

tap, 'pipe', and to.

tattoo, tr. v., to mark (the skin) with pigments; n.,

the act of tattooing. — Of Polynesian origin;
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cp. Tahitian tatau, tatu, 'puncturation, mark
made on the skin'.

Derivatives: tattoo-age, n., tattoo-er, n., tattoo-

ing, n.

tattoo, n., a native-bred pony in India. — Hind.

tattii, prob. fr. OI. tdrati, 'passes over', fr. I.-E.

base *ter-, 'to go through, pass beyond', whence

also L. terminus, 'boundary line, boundary'. See

term.

tatty, n., mat of cuscus hung in a window or door

and kept wet to cool the air. — Hind, tatti,

which possibly derives fr. OI. tdntram, 'thread,

loom, warp; the essential; doctrine'. See tantra.

tau, n., the 19th letter of the Greek alphabet. —
Gk. Tau, fr. Heb. taw, name of the last letter

of the Hebrew alphabet, lit. 'sign, mark'. Cp.

tav,

Taube, n., German military monoplane. — G.,

lit. 'dove', rel. to E. dove (q.v.)

taught, past tense and pp. of teach. — ME.
taught{e), fr. OE. tdhte, resp. get^ht, past tense,

resp. pp. of t&can. See teach.

taunt, tr. v., to reproach, provoke. — MP. tanter,

var. of tenter (F. tenter), fr. OF. tempter, tenter,

'to tempt, put to the test', fr. L. temptdre, 'to

handle, touch, feel, put to the test, try', whence

also OProven?. temptar, Sp. tentar. It. tentare,

'to touch, feel with the fingers; to tempt, insti-

gate; to attempt, try, test, prove'; see Bloch-

Wartburg, DELF., p. 600 s.v. tenter. See tempt.

Derivatives: taunt-er, n., taunt-ing, adj., taunt-

ing-ly, adv., taunting-ness, n.

taunt, adj., very tall {naut. ; said of a mast). — F.

tant, 'so great, so much', fr. L. tantus. See

tantamount, and cp. ataunt.

taur-, form of tauro- before a vowel.

tauri-, combining form meaning 'bull'. — L.

tauri; fr. taurus, 'bull'. See Taurus.

tauriform, adj., having the form of a bull. —
Compounded of tauri- and -form.

taurine, adj., pertaining to a bull. — Formed
with adj. suflf. -ine fr. L. taurus. See Taurus.

tauro-, before a vowel taur-, combining form

meaning 'bull'. — L. tauro-, taur-, fr. taurus. See

Taurus.

tauromachy, n., bullfighting. — Gk. xaupojia/ia,

fr. TaOpo?, 'bull', and -(iayta, fr. [layv;, 'fight,

battle'. See Taurus and -machy.

Taurotragus, n., the genus of the elands (zool.)—
ModL., formed fr. tauro- and Gk. Tpavoc,

'goat'. See tragacanth.

Taurus, n., 1) a constellation, containing the

Pleiades and Hyades; 2) one of the signs of the

zodiac (astron.) — L. taurus, 'bull', cogn. with

Gk. TaCJpo?, OSlav. turd, 'bull', Lith. tauras,

'aurochs', OPruss. tauris, 'bison' ;ptob. of Sem.

origin. Cp. Aram. /ora,'ox, bull, steer', Heb. shor,

Akkad. shdru, Arab, thor, Ethiop. sSr, of s.m.

Cp. also steer, 'young ox', toreador, torero, tore

and the second element in Minotaur. Cp. also

the second element in bittern.

taut, adj., drawn tightly, tense. — ME. toght.

toht, prop, weak pp. of togen, to wen, 'to pull,

draw'. See tow, v.

Derivatives: tauten, v. (q.v.), taut-ly, adv., taut-

ness, n.

tauten, tr. and intr. v. — Formed fr. taut with

verbal suff. -en.

tauto-, combining form meaning 'the same'. —
Gk. TauTO-, contraction of to auTo, 'the same'.

Tii, the neut. def. article derives from the I.-E.

pronominal base *to-; see the, art. For auTo see

auto-.

tautoclirone, n., curve down which a body moving
from any point under the force of gravity will

always reach the lowest point in the same time.

Lit. 'of the same time'. See tauto- and clironic.

tautochronism, n., property of a tautochrone. —
See prec. word and -ism.

tautoclironous, adj., having the property of a

tautochrone. — See tautochrone and -ous.

tautog, n., an edible marine fish of the Atlantic

coast of N. America. — Narraganset tautaiiog.

tautology, n., repetition of the same idea in other

words. — Late L. tautologia, fr. Gk. TauTo-

Xoyia, lit. 'the saying of the same thing', com-

pounded of TauTo- (see tauto-) and -Xoyia, fr.

-XAyot;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: tautolog-ic, tautolog-ic-al, adjs.,

tautolog-ist, n., tautolog-ize, intr. v.

tautomerism, n., the phenomenon, shown by cer-

tain compounds, of reacting as if each possessed

two or more structures (chem.) — Compounded
of tauto-, Gk. [Jtipo;, 'part', and suff. -ism. See

mero-, 'part', and cp. merism.

tautometer, n., an instrument to measure taut-

ness. — A hybrid coined fr. E. taut and Gk.

[xexpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

tautophony, n., repetition of the same sound. —
Gk. TauTOfptoviS, compounded of TauTo-

(see tauto-), qpcovr, 'sound, voice', and suff. -y

(representing Gk. -la). See phone, 'speech

sound'.

Derivatives: tautophon-ic, tautophon-ic-al, adjs.

tav, also taw, n., name of the 22nd letter of the

Hebrew alphabet. — Heb. tav, 'sign, sign mark'

(see Ezek. 9 : 3). Cp. tau.

tavern, n. — ME. taverne, fr. OF. (= F.) taverne,

fr. L. taberna, 'hut, booth, tavern", which is of

uncertain origin; it is perh. dissimilated fr. *tra-

berna, a derivative of trabs (gen. trabis), 'beam,

timber'. See trabea and cp. tabernacle, contu-

bemium. For the suff. see cavern.

tavemer, n., 1) the keeper of a ta\ern; 2) (obsol.)

a frequenter of taverns. — ME. tavernere, fr.

OF. (= F.) tavernier, fr. L. taberndrius, fr. ta-

berna. See prec. word and agential sufT. -er.

tavemous, adj., tavemlike. — Formed fr. tavern

on the analogy of cavernous; see -ous.

tavistoclute, n., a basic calcium aluminum phos-

phate {mineral.) — Named after Tavistock in

Devonshire, England. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

taw, tr. v., 1) to prepare (skins); 2) to make
(skins) into leather. — ME. tawen, fr. OE.

tawian, 'to prepare, dress (leather)', rel. to

OFris. tdwa, OS. toian, MDu. tauwen, touwen,

Du. touwen, OHG. zouwen, 'to prepare', OHG.
zawen, 'to succeed', Goth, taujan, 'to make, pre-

pare', OE. tol, 'tool'. See tool and cp. tew, 'to

prepare', tow, 'fiber of hemp'. Cp. also taws and

the second element in heriot.

Derivatives: taw-er, n., taw-ery, n.

taw, n., 1) game of marbles; 2) a line from which

the players shoot in this game. — Of uncertain

origin.

tawdry, adj., showy, gaudy. — Short for tawdry

laces, which is a corruption of St. Audrey^s laces,

i.e. laces sold at St. Audrey's Fair, which was

held annually at Ely in England on October

17th; hence tawdry orig. meant 'resembling the

showy laces sold at St. Audrey's Fair'. For the

origin of the name Audrey see Audrey.

Derivatives: tawdri-ly, adv., tawdri-ness, n.

tawny, adj., tan colored. — ME. tauni, tawny, fr.

OF. tane, tanne (F. tanne), pp. of taner, tanner,

'to tan'. See tan, v.

Derivatives: tawny, n., tawni-ness, n.

taws, tawse, n., a whip for chastising children

(Scot.) — Prob. rel. to taw, 'to prepare skins',

which formerly had also the meaning 'to whip,

flog, lash'.

tax, tr. V. — ME. taxen, fr. MF. (= F.) taxer, L.

taxdre, 'to touch sharply, handle; to appraise,

estimate, compute; to censure'; in ML. also 'to

impose a tax', freq. of tangere, 'to touch'. See

tangent and cp. task, tasse, taste.

Derivatives: tax, n., tax-able, adj., tax-abil-ity,

n., tax-able-ness, n., tax-abl-y, adv., taxation

(q.v.), tax-ative, adj., tax-ative-ly, adv., tax-er,

a., tax-ing, adj., tax-ing-ly, adv., tax-less, adj.

tax-, form of taxi- before a vowel.

Taxaceae, n. pi., the pine family (bot.)— ModL.,

formed fr. Taxus with suflf. -aceae.

taxation, n. — ME. taxacioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

taxation, fr. L. taxdtionem, ace. of taxatio, 'a

rating, valuing, appraisal', fr. taxdtus, pp. of

taxdre. See tax and -ation.

Derivative: taxation-al, adj.

taxi, n. — Abbreviation of taximeter or taxicab.

Derivative: taxi, intr. v.

taxi", before a vowel tax-, combining form mean-

ing 'arrangement'. — Gk. xaEi-, fr. toc^k;, 'ar-

rangement'. See taxis,

taxiarch, n., commander of a taxis {Ancient Greek

Hist.) — Gk. Taitapxoc, compounded of tx-

5'.;, 'a body of soldiers', and apxo?, 'leader,

chief, ruler'. See taxis and arch-,

taxicab, n. — Abbreviation of taximeter cab (see

taximeter).

Derivative: taxicab, intr. v.

Tiuddea, n., a genus of animals, the American

badger {zool.)— ModL., formed with suff. -idea

fr. ML. taxus, 'badger', a word of Teut. origin.

Cp. MDu., Du. das, OHG., MHG. dahs, G.

Dachs, and the second element in Dan. and

Norw. svin-toks, of s.m. These words prob. de-

rive fr. I.-E. base *tekth-, 'to build, carpenter,

weave', whence also OI. tdk^an, 'carpenter', Gk.

TSJCTMV, of s.m., TsyvT), 'art, skill', L. texere,

'to weave, construct', accordingly, MDu. das,

etc., prob. mean lit. 'the builder'. See text and

words there referred to and cp. the first element

in dachshund and the second element in ratel.

taxidermist, n., a person who prepares, stuflfs and

mounts the skins of animals. — See taxidermy

and -ist.

taxidermy, n., the art of preparing, stuffing and

mounting the skins of animals.— Compounded

of taxi-, Gk. S£p|xa, 'skin', and suff. -y (repre-

senting Gk. -ta). See derma and cp. the second

element in pachyderm.

Derivatives: taxiderm-al, adj., taxiderm-ic, adj.,

taxidermist (q.v.)

taximeter, n., an automatic instrument installed

in taxicabs showing the fare due.— F. taximetre,

fr. taxe, 'rate, charge, tax, duty', back forma-

tion fr. taxer, and -mitre. See tax and meter,

'poetical rhythm'. The original name given to

this instrument was taxametre. This name was

changed into the correct form taximetre by

Theodor Reinach in a letter sent by him to the

Temps in 1906.

taxine, adj., pertaining to the yew. — Formed

with adj. suflf. -ine fr. L. taxus, 'yew'. See Taxus.

taxine, taxin.n., a poisonous alkaloid CgyHj^NOj,,

{chem.) — Formed with chem. suff. -ine, resp.

-in, fr. L. taxus, 'yew'. See Taxus.

taxis, n., 1) a division of the ancient Greek army;

2) the replacing of a displaced part {surgery) ; 3)

involuntary movement of a cell in relation to an

external stimulus {biol.) — ModL., fr. Gk.

Tdc^i?, 'arrangement, order position; a body of

soldiers', from the stem of tocctctew, Att.

TocTTEiv, 'to arrange, array, post, place, ap-

point' (whence also Tayr), 'order of battle',

Totyo;, 'commander, chief, Tayf^a, 'order,

rank'), which is prob. cognate with Lith. pa-

togits, 'convenient, comfortable, decent", Lett.

pa-tdgs, of s.m., Lith. su-togti, 'to agree with'.

Cp. tactics and next word. Cp. also ataxy, hypo-

taxis, parataxis, syntax.

taxite, n., a kind of lava formed from fragments

of different colors (petrogr.) — Formed with

subst. suflf. -ite fr. Gk. Ta^t;, 'arrangement, or-

der". See prec. word.

Taxodium, n., a genus of plants, the bald cypress

{bot.) —- ModL., compounded of Gk. liAoc,,

'yew' (fr. L. taxus), and -&>Sr,;, 'like'. See Taxus

and the suffixes -ode, 'like', and -ium.

taxonomy, n., science of classification, founded

by the Swedish botattist Carolus Linnaeus (Karl

von Linnd) (1707-78). — F. taxonomie, irregu-

larly formed fr. Gk. Taji?, 'arrangement, order',

and -vofiia, fr. v6[ioi;, 'law'; see taxis and

-nomy. The regular form would be taxionomy.

Cp. Gk. (puotoXoyta and see physiology.
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Derivatives: taxonom-ic, taxonom-ic-al, adjs.,

taxonom-ist, n.

Taxus, n., a genus of plants, tlie yew {bot.)— L.,

'yew', a Scythian loan word. Gk. t6$ov, 'bow',

is of the same origin (see toxic). For sense devel-

opment cp. ON. yr, which unites the meanings

'yew' and 'bow'. See Hehn, Kulturpflanzen und
Haustiere, 8th edition, p. 621.

taylorite, n., a potassium ammonium sulfate

(mineral.) — Named after the American miner-

alogist William J. Taylor (1833-64). For the end-

ing see subst. suflf. -ite.

tazza, n., a shallow, ornamental bowl. — It.,

'cup', of the same origin as F. tasse. See tass.

tea, n. — F. the (the orig. pronunciation of E. tea

was to), fr. Malay, teh, it. dial. S. Chin, te, which

corresponds to Chin. chai. Cp. Thea, theine.

teach, tr. v. — ME. techen, fr. OE. tScan, 'to

show, teach', rel. to OE. tdcen, tdcn, 'sign,

token', and to teon (for *tlh-ari), 'to accuse', of-

teon, 'to deny', OHG. zihan, MHG. zihen, G.

zeihen, 'to accuse', OHG. zeigon, MHG., G.

zeigen, 'to show', Goth, ga-teihan, 'to announce',

fr. l.-E. base *deik-, *dik-, 'to show', whence

also OI. disdti, 'shows', Gk. Sstxvuvat, 'to show',

L. dicere, 'to say', dicare, 'to dedicate, conse-

crate'. See diction and cp. teen, toe, token.

Derivatives: teach-able, adj., teach-abil-ity, n.,

teach-able-ness, n., teach-er, n., teach-ing, adj.,

teach-ing-ly, adv.

Teague, n., a nickname for an Irishman.— From
the Irish PN. Tadhg.

teak, n., an East Indian tree (Tectona gradis). —
Port, teca, fr. Malayalam tekka, fr. OI. sakafi

(whence also Arab. sdj). G. Tiekbaum is an

English loan word.

teal, n., any of certain fresh water ducks of the

genera Nettion and Querquedula. — ME. tele,

rel. to MDu. teling, Du. taling.

teallite, n., a lead sulfostannate (mineral.) —
Named after the English geologist J. J. Harris

Teall. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

team, n., 1) animals harnessed to the same vehicle

or plow; 2) a number of persons associated in

the same action. — ME. teme, fr. OE. team,

progeny, race, family, team, animals harnessed

in a row', rel. to ON. faumr, Norw. taum, Swed.

torn, Dan. temme, OFris. tarn, Du. loom, OHG.,
MHG. zoum, G. Zaum, 'bridle', lit. 'that which

draws, pulls', fr. I.-E. base *deuk-, 'to draw,

pull', whence also Gk. SatSuacrsaOat (Hesy-

chius), 'to drag', L. ducere, 'to draw, lead'. See

duke and cp. tow, 'to draw', tug, 'to pull, drag'.

Cp. also teem, 'to bring forth'.

Derivatives: team, tr. v., team-ing, n., team-less,

adj., teamster, n., team-wise, adv.

teapoy, n., tea table. — Hind, tlpdl, 'a three-legged

table', fr. tin (fr. OI. tri), 'three', and pal (fr. OI.

paddh), 'foot'. See three and foot and cp. char-

poy and pajama. The spelling teapoy is due to

folk etymology which connected this word with

tea.

tear, n., drop of liquid from the eye. — ME. tere,

ter, tear, fr. OE. tear, contraction oi teagor, rel.

to ON., OFris. tar, OHG. zah(h)ar, MHG. za-

her, G. Zdhre, Goth, tagr, 'tear', fr. I.-E. *dakru-

'tear', whence also Gk. Saxpu, Sdcxpuov,

StxjcpOjxa (whence OL. dacruma, L. lacruma, la-

crima), Olr. der, W. deigr, Co. dagr, OBret. dacr;

cp.—without the initial dental sound—OI.

dsru, Avestic asru, Toch. A akdr, Lith. asara,

Lett, asara. Cp. also Arm. artasuk' (pi. ; the sing.

is artausr), with change of dr- to rt-. See lachry-

mal and cp. train oil.

Derivatives: tear-ful, adj., tear-fiil-ly, adv., tear-

ful-ness, n., tear-less, adj., tear-less-ly, adv., tear-

less-ness, n., tear-y, adj.

tear, tr. and intr. v., to puITapart, rend. — ME.
teren, fr. OE. teran, rel. to OS. terian, 'to con-

sume', far-terian, 'to destroy', MLG., MDu.,
Du. teren, 'to consume', OHG. zeran, fir-zeran,

'to destroy; to consume (whence MHG. zern,

ver-zern, G. zehren, ver-zehren, 'to consume'),

OHG., MHG., G. zerren, 'to tear', Goth, dis-

tairan, ga-tairan, 'to tear, destroy; to tear to

pieces', fr. I.-E. *dere-, *der-, 'to rend, divide;

to flay', whence also OI. drndti, 'cleaves, bursts',

Gk. Sspsiv, 'to flay', S£p[j.a, 'skin', Sopa, 'skin'

Sapan;, 'tearing, flaying, separation', OSlav.

derq, diratt, 'to tear, flay', Lith. diru, dirti, 'to

ilay', Arm. tefem, 'I flay', W., Co. Bret, darn,

'piece'. Cp, also Toch. tsar, 'a hand', prop, 'that

which tugs or tears'. Cp. derma and words there

referred to. Cp. also darn, dartars, Derris, drab,

'a kind of cloth', drape, tart, 'sour', tetter, trap,

'clothes'.

Derivatives: tear, n., rent, division, tear-er, n.,

tear-ing, adj.

tease, tr. v., 1) to card or comb (wool, flax, etc.);

2) to worry, vex. — ME. tesen, teesan, fr. OE.
t!esan, 'to pluck, pull apart; to tease (wool)', rel.

to Dan. tsese, MDu. tesen, Du. tezen, OHG.
zeisan and to E. touse (q.v.) Cp. next word.

Derivatives: tease, n., teas-er, n., teas-ing, adj.,

teas-ing-ly, adv., teas-y, adj.

teasel, also teazel, teazle, n., a plant of the genus

Dipsacus; esp. Dipsacusfullonum, i.e. the fuller's

teasel. — ME. tesel, fr. OE. tsesel, rel. to tSsan,

'to pluck; to tease'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: teasel, tr. v., teasel-er, leazl-er, n.

teat, n. — ME. tete, fr. OE. tete, fr. OF. tete (F.

tette), which, together with It. tetta, OProven?.

and Sp. teta, is of Teut. origin. Cp. OE. tit, LG.

titte, Du. tit, MHG., G. zitze, Swed. tiss. The

Teut. words themselves are of imitative origin.

Cp. tit, 'a teat'.

Derivatives: teat-ed, adj., teat-like, adj.

teazel, teazle, n. — Var. of teasel.

Tebet, Tebeth, n., name of the tenth Jewish

month.— Heb. tebheth, fr. Akkad. tebetu, which

is of uncertain origin. It means perh. lit. 'month

of sinking in, muddy month', and derives fr.

tebii, 'to sink in', which is rel. to Heb. tdbhd\

Aram, t^bha', 'he sank', Mishnaic Heb. tabhd'

t

and Aram, t^blia, also 'he sealed, stamped, coin-

ed' (whence Arab, tdba'a, of s.m.), Ethiop.

tame'a, 'he dipped'.

technetium, n., a radioactive metallic element

(chem.) — ModL., coined by the It.-Amer.

physicist Emilio Gino Segr6 (1905- ), fr.

Gk. TEXVITO?, 'artificial', verbal adj. of tex-

vao^ai, 'to make by art', fr. ts/vt), 'art, skill'.

See technic. For the ending see chem. suff. -ium.

technic, adj. — Gk. -rexvixd?, 'pertaining to art,

made by art', fr. texviq (for *teks-nd-) 'art, skill',

rel. to Te)fTtov, 'carpenter', and cogn. with OI.

tdkfan, 'carpenter', L. texere, 'to weave'. See

text and words there referred to and cp. esp.

Tectona, tectonic and the second element in ar-

chitect. Cp. also prec. word. For the ending see

adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: technic-al, adj., technic-al-ism, n.,

technic-al-ity, n., technic-al-ly, adv., technic-ian,

n., technic-ism, n., technic-ist, n.

technicon, n., a device for exercising the hands of

a pianist. — Gk. Tsyyiy.6M, neut. of texviho?,

'pertaining to art'. See prec. word.

technique, n., method or skill in performance. —
F., fr. the Greek adjective texvixo;, 'pertaining

to art', used as a noun. See technic.

techno-, combining form meaning 'art, skill'. —
Gk. -zeyyo-, fr. te/vt). See technic.

technocracy, n., government of society by tech-

nicians. — Compounded of techno- and Gk.

-xpaxia, 'rule of, fr. xpaToq, 'strength, power,

rule'. See -cracy.

technocrat, n., an adherent of technocracy. —
Compounded of techno- and -crat.

Derivative: technocrat-ic, adj.

technology, n., the study of industrial arts. —
Compounded of techno- and Gk. ->.0YLa, fr.

-Xoyoc, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: technolog-ic, technolog-ic-al, adjs.,

technolog-isi, n.

techy, also spelled tetchy, adj., fretful. — Formed

with adj. suff. -y fr. ME. tecche, tache, 'habit;

bad habit, caprice', fr. OF. teche, 'distinctive

mark, quality (good or bad)', whence also OF.

entechie, 'marked (either in good or bad sense)'

(whence F. entiche, 'infatuated'). See tache,

'spot', and cp. touchy.

Derivatives: tetchi-ly, adv., tetchi-ness, n.

tecno-, combining form meaning 'child'. — Gk.

TEXVO-, fr. TEXVov, 'child', which is rel. to

TixTEiv, 'to bear, bring forth, produce', and

cogn. with OI. takman-, 'descendant, child', ON.
pegn, 'thane, freeman', OE. pegn, 'thane, man,

servant, attendant, soldier'. See thane and cp.

the first element in teknonymy. Cp. also toco-,

anatocism.

Tecoma, n., a genus of shrubs and trees, the

trumpet flower (bot.) — ModL., abridged from

NauhatI tecoma-xochitl, fr. tecoma, 'pot tree',

and xochitl, 'flower'.

Tectibranchia, n. pi., a suborder of gastropods

(zool.) — A ModL. hybrid lit. meaning 'with

protected gills', fr. L. tectus, pp. of tegere, 'to

cover', and Gk. Spay/iov, 'gill'. See tegument

and branchia.

tecto-, combining form meaning 'carpenter,

builder'.— Gk. texto-, fr. textmv, 'carpenter,

builder'. See tectonic,

tecto-, combining form meaning 'roof.— L. tec-

to-, fr. tectum, 'roof, prop. neut. pp. of tegere,

'to cover', used as a noun. See tegument,

tectology, n., a sub-division ofmorphology which

regards the organism as composed of morphons

of different order (biol.) — Compounded of the

combining form tecto- (fr. Gk. texto- ) and Gk.

-XofiS, fr. -Xo-yoc, 'one who speaks (in a cer-

tain manner); one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See -logy.

Derivative: tectolog-ic-al, adj.

Tectona, n., a genus of trees of the verbena fam-

ily (bot.) — ModL., of uncertain origin; perh.

derived fr. Gk. TSXTOvta, 'carpentry', fr. t^-

xTcov, gen. TEXTOvo?, 'carpenter'. See next

word.

tectonic, adj., pertaining to building. — Late L.

tectonicus, fr. Gk. textovixAi;, fr. textojv,

'carpenter', which is rel. to texvy], 'art, skill'.

See technic.

Derivatives: tecton-ics, n., tectonic-al-ly, adv.

tectorial, adj., pertaining to covering, forming a

cover (anat.) — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

tectorius, 'forming a cover', fr. tectus, pp. of te-

gere, 'to cover'. See tecto-, 'roof, and adj. suff.

-cry.

tectrices, n. pi., the tail coverts of a bird (ornithol.)

— L. tectrices, pi. oi tectrix, 'that which covers',

fr. tectus, pp. o( tegere, 'to cover'. See tegument,

ted, tr. v., to spread new-mown grass.— Prob. of

Scand. origin. Cp. ON. tedja (pp. taddr), 'to

spread manure', tad, 'manure', which are rel. to

OHG., MHG. zetten, 'to scatter', G. verzetteln,

'to scatter, disperse in vain, squander', Du. fas,

'heap, stack' (whence F. las, 'heap', tasser, 'to

compress, squeeze', entasser, 'to heap up, pile'),

Goth, ungatass, 'undisciplined, disorderly'.

These Teut. words are prob. derivatives of l.-E.

base *(ft-, 'to divide, distribute, spread', whence

also Gk. SaTETafl-ai, 'to divide', SafTjia, 'share,

portion', Saauo;, 'division of spoil', Toch. A
tdt-k, 'to divide'. Base *^t- is a -(-enlargement

of base *da-, 'to divide', whence OE. tid, 'time',

tima, 'time, date'. See tide and cp. time,

tedder, n., a machine for spreading hay. — Form-

ed from prec. word with agential suff. -er.

teddy bear, toy bear. — Fr. Teddy, dimin. of

Theodore; named after Theodore Roosevelt,

tedious, adj., tiresome; wearisome.— ME.,fr. OF.

tedieus, fr. L. taediosus, 'wearisome, tedious',

fr. taedium. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: tedious-ly, adv., tedious-ness, n.

tedium, n., tediousness.— L. taedium, 'weariness,

irksomeness', fr. taedere, 'to disgust, weary',

which is possibly cogn. with OSlav. t^ig, tffiti.
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'to be dull, be listless', Lith. t'lngiu, tingeti, of

s.m., tingits, 'lazy, dull'. Cp. the second element

in fastidious.

tee, n., 1) the letter T; 2) anything shaped like a

tee. — From the name of the letter T.

tee, n., an umbrella-shaped ornament on the top

of a pagoda. — Fr. Burmese hUi, 'umbrel-

la'.

tee, n., the mark aimed at in games (quoits, curl-

ing, etc.) —• Prob. from the letter T used as a

sign to mark the place.

Derivative: tee, tr. v., to place on a tee; intr. v.,

to play ball from a tee.

teem, intr. v., to be prolific, abound, swarm. —
ME. temen, fr. OE. teman, tieman, 'to breed', fr.

team, 'progeny, race, family'. See team.

Derivatives: teem-er, n., teem-ing, adj., teem-

ing-ly, adv., teem-ing-ness, n.

teem, tr. v., to pour out. — ME. temen, fr. ON.
taema, 'to pour out, empty', fr. tomr, 'empty'.

Cp. Dan. temme, Swed. tomma, 'to empty', and
£. toom.

teen, n., sorrow, grief (archaic). — ME. lene, fr.

OE. teona, 'injustice, injury, grief, rel. to OE.
teon (for *tlh-an), 'to accuse', tacen, tacn, 'sign,

token", tkcan, 'to show, teach'. See teach and
cp. words there referred to.

-teen, termination of cardinal numbers from 1

3

to 19 inclusive.— ME. -tene, fr. OE. -tyne, -tene,

rel. to OS. -tein, Du. -tien, OHG. -zehan,

MHG. -zehen, G. -zehn, Goth, -taihun, and
cogn. with L. -decim (whence It. -did, Sp. -ce.

Port., Proven?, and F. -ze). See ten.

Derivative: teens, n. pi., age between twelve

and twenty years.

teeny, adj. — A var. of tiny.

teepee, n. — A var. of tepee.

teeter, v., to seesaw; to vacillate. — Fr. earlier

titer, fr. ME. titeren, 'to totter', fr. ON. titra,

'to tremble', which is rel. to OHG. zittaron,

MHG. zittern, zitern, G. zittern, 'to tremble';

prob. fr. reduplication of base *drd-, 'to move
quickly, to run", whence OI. drati, 'runs', Gk.
a-o-S'-SpatJ/csiv, 'to run away' (with reduplica-

tion of base Spa-). See dromedary.

teeth, n., pi. of tooth. — OE. tel>, pi. of tdl>. See

tooth.

teethe, intr. \. — OE. *tedan, fr. tdl>, 'tooth'. See

tooth.

Derivative: teeth-ing, n.

teetotal, adj., of, or pledged to, total abstinence

from intoxicating drinks. — Formed fr. total

with reduplication of the initial t for the sake of

emphasis.

Derivatives: teetotal, intr. v., teetotal(l)-er, n.,

teetotal-ism, n., teetotal-ist, n.

teetotum, n., a kind of four-sided toy top. — Fr.

earlier T-totum, formed from the letter T, which

stands for L. totum, 'all', and is marked on one

side of the toy, and totum, name of the toy, fr.

L. totum, neut. ottotus, 'all' (see total); so called

because the side marked with a / wins all the

stakes. Cp. F. toton, which is of the same origin

and meaning.

teflUin, n. — See tephillin.

teg, n., a sheep in its second year. — Of unknown
origin.

tegula, n., a tile. — L. tegula, rel. to tegere, 'to

cover'. See tegument and cp. tile,

tegular, adj., pertaining to, or shaped like, a tile.

— Formed with adj. suff. -ar fr. L. tegula. See

prec. word.

Derivative: tegular-ly, adv.

tegulated, adj., formed from scales overlapping

like tiles.— Formed with suflf. -ate and -ed fr. L.

tegula. See tegula.

tegument, n., covering of animal body or organ.
— L. tegumentum, 'a covering', fr. tegere, 'to

cover', fr. I.-E. base *{s)teg-, 'to cover', whence
also ON. l>ak, 'roof, OE. />^c, 'roof, thatch'.

See thatch and cp. words there referred to. For
the ending see sufF. -ment.

Derivatives: tegument-al, tegument-ary, adjs.

tehee, interj., n. and intr. v.— Of imitative origin.

TehiUim, n. pi., the Hebrew name of the Psalms.

— Heb. t'^hilUm, pi. of t^hilld\ 'praise', fr. hilleX

'he praised'. See hallel and cp. Hillel.

Teian, adj., 1) pertaining to the city of Teos; 2)

Anacreontic. — Formed with suflf. -an fr. L.

Teius, 'pertaining to Teos', fr. Teos, fr. Gk.
Tscoc, name of a town in Asia Minor, where
Anacreon was born.

tell, n., linden, lime tree.— Dial. P., fr. OF. teille,

teil, fr. L. tilia, 'linden, lime tree'. F. tilleul, of

s.m., derives fr. VL. *tiliolus, dimin. of *tilius,

which corresponds to L. tilia; see Tilia. Mir.

telle, 'linden', is borrowed—prob. through the

medium of English—fr. OF. teille, teil.

teind, n., tithe (Scot.) — ME. tende, 'tenth'. Cp.

ON. tiund, 'tenth', and see tenth, tithe.

teinoscope, n., an optical instrument in which

prisms are so arranged as to show objects in in-

creased or diminished dimensions. — Com-
pounded of the stem of Gk. tslveiv, 'to stretch',

and -ay.6-Kio\i, fr. crxoTietv, 'to look at, examine'.

The first element is cogn. with OI. tanoti,

'stretches', L. tendere, 'to stretch, extend'; see

tend, 'to move in a certain direction'. For the

second element see -scope.

tekiah, n., one of the sounds of the shophar

(Jewish Religion). — Heb. t^qVa'', 'blowing (of

the shophar)', fr. tdgd\ 'he thrust, struck; he

blew (the shophar or trumpet)', which is rel. to

Aram, t^qa', 'he blew (the shophar or trumpet)',

Ethiop. taqe'a, 'he blew (the trumpet)'. The em-

phatic t in Ethiop. is due to the assimilation of t

to the following q.

teknonymy, n., the custom of certain savage races

of naming the parent from the child. — Com-
pounded of Gk. Tsxvov, 'child', and ovufxa,

dialectal form of fivojxa, 'name'. See tecao- and

name and cp. onomato-. For the ending see suff.

-y (representing Gk. -ia).

tel-, form of tele- before a vowel.

tela, n., web-like membrane, tissue (anat.) — L.

tela, 'a web', for *texld-,fTOm\he%ismoitexere,

'to weave'. See text and cp. telary.

telamon, n., a male figure used as a column to

support an entablature (archit.) — L., fr. Gk.

TEXafjLcov, 'broad strap for bearing something',

fr. I.-E. base *tel-, *tal-, *tol-, 'to bear, carry,

support, endure', whence also Gk. xaXavTov,

'pair of scales, balance, a weight'. See talent.

Telamon, n. , brother of Peleus and father of Ajax,

an Argonaut (Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.

TeXafXMV, lit. 'the Bearer'. See prec. word.

Telanthera, n., a genus of plants of the amaranth

family (bot^— ModL. , lit. 'with perfect flowers',

fr. L. TeXeo?, 'perfect, entire', and av^p6<;,

'flowery'. See teleo- and anther.

telary, adj., pertaining to a web. — L. teldris, fr.

tela, 'a web'. See tela and adj. suff. -ary.

telautogram, n., message transmitted by a telauto-

graph.— Compounded of tel-, auto- and -gram.

Cp. autogram.

telautograph, n., an instrument reproducing

writing at a distance. — Compounded of tel-,

auto- and -graph.

Derivatives: telautograph-ic, adj., telautograph-

y, n.

tele-, before a vowel tel-, combining form mean-

ing 'far, far off". — Gk. Tr\ks-, xif]).-, fr ttjXe,

'far off, at a distance', rel. to Aeol. Gk. tttjXui,

of s.m., Gk. T7]X6$t, of s.m., -ni)X6d£(M), 'from

afar', t£Xo?, 'end, completion, perfection',

t£Xcoi;, 'entire, perfect, complete', TrdtXai, 'long

ago', :taXa',6i;, 'ancient', and cogn. with OI.

caramdh, 'the last', W., Co., Bv&t. pell, 'far off,

W. pellaf, 'utmost'. All these words are deriva-

tives of I.-E. base *q'"el-, 'to turn, to move

about', whence also xijxXo?, 'wheel'. See colony,

cycle, wheel and cp. teleo-, telo-, paleo-. Cp. also

telesterion, telic, telium, telson, talisman, Ana-

tolia, autotelic, entelechy, entelodont, philately,

Triteleia.

tele-, combining form meaning 'television', as in

tele-studio. — Short for television.

teledu, n., the stinking badger, Mydaus meliceps

(zool.) — Of Javanese origin.

telega, n., a kind of four-wheeled wagon.— Russ.

telega, fr. ORuss. telgga, fr. OSlav. telgga, which

is of uncertain origin. Perh. it goes back to Old

Teleutic tdydrak, 'circle, ring', or to Turko-

Tatar (Lebed dial.) tagalak, 'to roll'. See M.

Vasmer, Russisches etymologisches Worter-

buch, Heidelberg, 1950«68, II, pp. 89-90 s.v.

telega.

telegnosis, n., another word for clairvoyance. —

-

ModL., lit. 'knowledge of what happens afar',

fr. tele- and Gk. -.-vcoa!.;, 'knowledge'. See

gnosis.

Telegonus, n., the son of Odysseus and Circe

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. TioXfyovo?, lit.

'born afar', fr. tiqXe-, 'far off, at a distance',

and the stem of yi-ptsa^ta, 'to be bom' (see

tele- and genus and cp. next word); so called in

contradistinction to his half brotherTelemachus,

who was born in Ithaca.

telegony, n., the supposed influence of a sire to the

offspring subsequently bom to a later sire by the

same female. — Lit. 'procreation from afar', fr.

tele- and Gk. jovoq, 'procreation'. See prec.

word.

Derivative: telegon-ic, adj.

telegram, n. — Coined by the American E. P.

Smith in Rochester in 1852 fr. Gk. t^Xs, 'far

off, at a distance', and Ypajxjxa, gen. ypafi-

ptaxo?, 'that which is written, letter'. See tele-

and -gram. Telegram is an erroneous formation.

The exact form should have been telegrapheme

(cp. TTjXEYpa?'')!^''', the modern Greek word for

telegrarri).

Derivative: telegrammat-ic, adj.

telegraph, n. — F. telegraphe, lit. 'that which

writes at a distance', coined by the French di-

plomatist Comte Andr6-Francois Miot de M61ito

(1762-1841) fr. -riiXE, 'far off, at a distance', and

-Ypa9oc, fr. vpdc9eiv, 'to write', to denote the

signaling device invented by the Chappe broth-

ers in 1792; see tele- and -graph. (The original

name given to this device by its inventors was

tachygraphe, lit. 'that which writes fast'.)

Derivatives : telegraph, intr. and tr. v., telegraph-

er, n., telegraphese (q.v.), telegraph-ic, telegraph-

ic-al, adjs., telegraph-ic-al-ly, adv., telegraph-ist,

n., telegraph-y, n.

telegraphese, n., style used in telegrams. — A
hybrid word coined fr. telegraph and suff. -ese.

telekinesis, n. (psychical research) — ModL., lit.

'locomotion at a distance', compounded of tele-

and Gk. xivrjirii;, 'movement, motion'. See

kinesis.

telekinetic, adj. — See prec. word and -etic.

Telemachus, n., son of Odysseus and Penelope

(Greek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk. 'Triki\xayo<;, lit.

'fighting from afar', fr. TyjXE, 'far off, at a

distance', and the stem of (j.a/£(jd^ai. 'to fight'.

See tele and -machy.

Telemark, n., a form of turn in skiing. — Named
after the town Telemark in Norway.

telemeter, n., an instrument for measuring dis-

tances.— Compounded of tele- and Gk. (xeTpov,

'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

telemetry, n., the art of measuring distances with

a telemeter. — Compounded of tele- and Gk.

-(XETpta, 'measuring of. See -metry.

Derivative: telemetr-ic, adj.

telengyscope, n., an instrument serving both as a

telescope and a microscope (optics). — Coined

fr. tel-, Gk. eyv'j;, 'near', and -cmomov, fr.

oxoTTEiv, 'to look at, examine'. See engyscope.

teleo-, combining form meaning 'perfect, com-

plete'. — Gk. teXeo-, fr. teXeoc, 'entire, perfect,

complete', fr. xeXoc, gen. tHzoc, 'end, achieve-

ment', which is rel. to ttjXe, 'far off, at a dis-

tance'. See tele- and cp. telium.

Teleodesmacea, n. pi., a class of bivalves (zool.)

— ModL., compounded of teleo- and Gk.



Ssa(ji,a, 'bond; headband', which is rel. to Ss-

CT[j.7i, 'a bundle', Ssajjioi;, 'bond, chain'. See

desmo- and cp. the first element in Desmanthus

and in Desmodium.

teleologism, n., belief in final causes. — See

teleology and -ism.

teleologlst, n., a believer in teleology. — See next

word and -ist.

teleology, n., 1) the study of final causes; 2) the

philosophical study of design in nature. —
ModL. teleologia, coined by the German phi-

losopher Baron Christian von Wolff or Wolf
(1679-1754) in his Logica (1728), fr. Gk. teXoi;,

gen. tIXeo?, 'end', and -Xoyta, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See teleo- and -logy.

Derivatives: teleolog-ic, teleolog-ic-al, adjs.

Teleosaurus, n., a genus of fossil crocodiles of the

Jurassic period (pateontol.) — ModL., com-
pounded of teleo- and Gk. aaupo?, 'lizard'. See

sauro-.

teleost, teleostean, adj., pertaining to the order of

Teleostei. — See next word and -ean.

Teleostei, n. pi, the order of fishes with bony
skeletons (ichthyol.) — ModL., compounded of

teleo- and Gk. oaxsov, 'bone'. See osteo-.

Teleostomi, n. pi., an order of fishes {ichthyol.) —
ModL., compounded of teleo- and Gk. oToiia,

'mouth". See stoma.

telepathy, n., communication between minds

otherwise than through the normal sensory chan-

nels. — Lit. 'feeling from afar', coined by the

English writer Frederic William Henry Myers
(1843-1901) in 1882 fr. tele- and Gk. -Tia»£ia,

'feeling'. See -pathy.

Derivatives: telepath, intr. and tr. v., and n.,

telepath-ic, adj., telepath-ist, n., telepath-ize, tr.

and intr. v,

telephone, n.— F. telephone, compounded of Gk.
T'^Ac, 'far off', and 9<»vy), 'voice', hence lit.

meaning "voice from afar'. The name telephone

was coined in 1834 by the French scientist Su-

dre to denote an acoustic apparel. The word was
adopted by Alexander Graham Bell (1847-1922)

in 1876 for the real telephone invented by the

latter. See tele- and -phone.

Derivatives: telephone, intr. and tr. v., telephon-

er, n., lelephon-ic, telephon-ic-al, adjs., telephon-

ic-al-ly, adv., telephon-ist, n., telephony (q.v.)

telephony, n.— See tele- and -phony. Cp. ModGk.
T/-,/.£9covia, of s.m.

telephote, n., an electrical apparatus for repro-

ducing pictures at a distance. — Coined fr. Gk.
TTjA£, 'far off", and tycoc, gen. 901x65, 'light',

hence lit. meaning 'light from afar". See telc-

and phosphorus, and cp. photo-.

telephoto, adj., telephotographic. — Short for

telephotographic.

telephotograph, n., a photograph made by means
of a telephote lens. — See tele- and photograph

and cp. prec. word.

Derivative: telepholograph-ic, adj.

telephotography, n., the art of photographing dis-

tant objects with a telephoto lens.— Coined fr.

tele- and photography.

teleprinter, n., a teletypewriter. — A hybrid

coined fr. tele- and printer.

teleran, n., television radar navigation. — An
invented word formed fr. the first two syllables,

resp. the first syllable and the initial, of the

words television radar navigation.

telergy, n., the force causing telepathy.— Coined

fr. tele- and Gk. epyov, 'work'. See work and

cp. ergon. For the ending see suff. -y (represent-

ing Gk. -ia).

telescope, n., an optical instrument for enlarging

the image of distant objects. — ModL. tele-

scopium, coined by Prince Cesi, president of the

Academia dei Lincei in Rome, from tele- and

Gk. -uKOTiiov, fr. CTxoTtEiv, 'to look at, ex-

amine'. See -scope.

Derivatives: telescop-ic, adj., telescop-ic-al-ly,

adv., telescop-ist, n., telescop-y, a.

telescreen, n., the screen of a television receiving

set. — A hybrid coined fr. tele- and screen.

teleseme, n., a system of transmitting signals by

means of electricity. — Coined fr. tele- and Gk.

crjixoi, 'sign'. See semantics.

telespectroscope, n., an instrument combining a

telescope with a spectroscope. — Coined fr.

tele- and spectroscope.

telesterion, n., a place for initiation ceremonies

in ancient Greece. — Gk. TsXsaTTjpiov, fr. ts-

Xstv, 'to fulfill, accomplish, perform, finish', fr.

TJXo;, 'end', which is rel. to xrjXs, 'far off, at a

distance'. See tele-.

telesthesia, telaesthesia, n., perception of objects

at a distance (psychot.) — ModL, compounded
of tele- and Gk. txiafl-Tjat;, 'sensation, percep-

tion'. See esthesia. For the ending see 1st suff.

-ia.

telesthetic, telaesthetic, adj., pertaining to teles-

thesia. — See prec. word and esthetic.

telethermometer, n., a thermometer that records

its readings to a distance. — Compounded of

tele- and thermometer.

telethon, n., an extended television show. — A
blend of television and marathon.

teletypewriter, n., a form of telegraph in which

the receiver prints messages like a typewriter.

— Compounded of tele- and typewriter.

televise, tr. v., to transmit by television. — Back

formation fr. television.

television, n. — Lit. 'seeing at a distance', a hy-

brid coined by Hugo Gernsback in 191 1 fr. Gk.

t»)Xe, 'far off, at a distance', and L. visio, gen.

-onis, 'the act of seeing, sight'. See tele- and

vision.

televox, n., a kind of robot. — A hybrid coined

fr. Gk. T^Xs, 'far off, at a distance', and L. vox,

'voice'. See tele- and voice and cp. vox.

Telford pavement, also telford, n., pavement
made according to the system of the Scotch en-

gineer Thomas Telford (1757-1834).
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Derivative: telford-ize, tr. v.

telial, adj., pertaining to telium. — Formed fr.

telium with adj. suff. -al.

telic, adj., indicating purpose, teleological ; the

opposite of ecbatic {grammar). — Gk. t£Xix6i;,

'final', fr. t^Xo?, 'end'. See tele- and -ic.

Derivatives: telic-al, adj., telic-al-ly, adv.

teliostage, n., the last stage in the life cycle of a

rust fungus {bot^) — See next word and stage,

telium, n., the spore fruit of the teliostage of a

rust fungus {hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. teXsio;,

teXeo?, 'entire, complete'. See teleo-.

tell, tr. and intr. v. — ME. tellen, fr. OE. tellan,

'to reckon, calculate, consider, account', rel. to

OS. tellian, ON. telja, OFris. tella, 'to count,

tell', MDu., Du. tellen, 'to count, reckon',

ORG. zellen, MHG. zeln, 'to count, tell', OS.

talon, 'to count, reckon', Dan. tale, 'to speak',

tslle, 'to count, tell', OHG. zalon, MHG. zaln,

G. zahlen, 'to count, reckon', and to ON. tal,

'number, story, tale', OE. talu, 'story, tale'. See

tale and cp. words there referred to. For the

sense development of tell, 'to count; to narrate',

cp. F. canter, 'to count', raconter, 'to recount',

It. contare, Sp. contar, 'to count, to recount,

narrate', G. zahlen, 'to count', erzahlen, 'to re-

count, narrate', E. recount and re-count, Gk.

dpi^jxEtv, 'to count, count out, pay', Heb.

sdphdr, 'he counted', sipper, 'he told, recounted,

narrated', Mishnaic Heb. hirtzd'', 'he counted,

recounted, discoursed', Aram, artzi, 'he count-

ed, enumerated'.

Derivatives: tell-able, adj., tell-er, n., tell-er-

ship, n., tell-ing, adjr;"tell-ing-ly, adv.

tell, n., mound, hill. — Arab, tall (in VArab.

pronunciation tell), rel. to Heb. tel, 'mount,

hill, heap', talul, 'lofty' (said of a mountain),

Aram, tilld, Syr. telld, 'mound, hill', Akkad.

tillu, 'mound, hill; woman's breast'.

Tellina, n., a genus of mollusks (zool.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. teXXivt), 'a small shellfish', which is of

uncertain origin.

tellur-, form of telluro- before a vowel.

tellural, adj., pertaining to the earth. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. tellas, gen. telluris,

'earth'. See tellurian, adj.

tellurate, n., salt of telluric acid {chem.) — Form-

ed with subst. suflr. -ate fr. L. telliis, gen. telluris,

'earth'. See tellurian, adj.

telluret, n., a compound of tellurium. — See

tellurium and -et.

Derivative: teUuret{t)-ed, adj., containing tel-

lurium.

tellurian, adj., pertaining to the earth.— Formed
with suff. -ian fr. L. lellUs, gen. -uris, 'earth', fr.

I.-E. base *tela-, *tla-, 'something flat', whence

also 01. talam, 'surface, plane, sole of the foot',

Arm. i'al, 'region', t'aiar, 'earthen, earthen

vessel', Gk. TTjXtS, 'backgammon board',

OSlav. tllo, 'ground', Lith. tiUs, Lett, tilandi,

'bottom boards of a boat, OPruss. talus, 'floor

(of a room)', OE. pel, of s.m., OHG. dill

(whence G. Diele), 'board, plank', Olr. talam,

'earth'. Cp. deal, 'plank', thill. Cp. also the

second element in medituUium.

tellurian, n. — See tellurion.

telluric, adj., pertaining to the earth. — Formed

with adj. suff. -ic fr. L. tellas, gen. telluris,

'earth'. See prec. word.

telluric, adj., pertaining to tellurium. — Formed

with adj. suff. -ic fr. tellurium (q.v.)

telluride, n., the same as telluret. — Formed with

suff. -ide fr. tellurium (q.v.)

tellurion, also tellurian, n., an apparatus illustra-

ting the rotation of the earth. — ModL. tellu-

rion, fr. L. telliis, gen. -Uris, 'earth'. See tellu-

rian, adj.

tellurium, n. {chem.) — ModL., coined by the

German chemist Martin Heinrich Klaproth

(1743-1817) in 1798 fr. L. tellus, gen. telluris,

'earth', to denote this element as the opposite

of the one called by him uranium (q.v.) See

tellurian, adj . For the ending see chem. suff. -ium.

telluro-, also telluri-, before a vowel tellur-, com-

bining form meaning: 1) earth; 2) tellurium. —
Fr. L. telliis, gen. telluris, 'earth'. See tellurian,

adj., and tellurium.

telliwous, adj., containing tellurium. — Formed

with suff. -ous fr. tellurium (q.v.)

Tellus, n., the goddess of the earth {Roman

mythol.) — L. Tellus, personification of telliis,

'earth'. See tellurian, adj.

telmato-, before a vowel telmat-, combining form

meaning 'stagnant water'. — Gk. xEXjiaxo-,

x£X(jtax-, fr. TEXjia, gen. x£X[xaxoc, 'standing

water, pond, marsh', which is rel. to x£X|xt<;,

'mud, slime', from I.-E. base *{s)tel-, 'to let

drop, to drip', whence also Gk. axaXav, cxa-

XdioaEiv, 'to let drop; to drop, drip'. See stale,

'to urinate', and cp. stalactite,

telo-, combining form meaning 'end'. — Gk.

xeXo-, fr. x^Xoc, 'end', which is rel. to x-/;X£,

'far off, at a distance'. See tele-,

telo-, combining form meaning 'far, at a distance'.

— Gk. "Pl^o-i fr. "riiXE, 'far off, at a distance'.

See tele-.

Telopea, n., a genus of Australian plants {hot.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. xT]X(ji7r6!;, 'seen from afar' (fr.

xtjXe, 'far off, at a distance'), and ciy, gen.

ti>7r6i;, 'eye'. See tele- and -opia.

teletype, n., a printing telegraphic instrument. —
Compounded of telo- (fr. Gk. xtjXe ) and type,

telpher, n., a car driven electrically. — Contrac-

tion of telephore, lit. 'that which carries afar', fr.

Gk. xtjXe, 'far off, at a distance', and -!?6poc,

'carrying'. See tele- and -phbre.

Derivatives: telpher, tr. v., telpher-age, n.

telson, n., the last section of the abdomen of a

crustacean {zool.) — ModL., fr. Gk. x^Xaov,

'limit', which is rel. to xiXos;, 'end'. See tele-.

Telugu, n., n^e of a Dravidian people and its

language.— Native name.

temblor, n., an earthquake. — Sp., fr. L. tremor,

*a shaking, quivering'. See tremor.



temenos

temenos, n., the sacred area surrounding the

temple (Greek antiq.) — Gk. tIjisvoi;, 'sacred

precinct', lit. 'a place cut off, section', from the

stem of TSfiVEtv, 'to cut'. See tome and cp.

words there referred to.

temerarious, adj., rash, reckless.— L. temerarius,

'rash'. See next word. For E. -ous, as equivalent

to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: temerarious-ly, adv., teinerarious-

ness, n.

temerity, n., rashness. — ME. temeryte, fr. L.

temerltds, 'rashness', fr. temere, 'rashly, at

random', prop, 'in the dark', fr. I.-E. base

*temes-, 'dark', whence also L. tenebrae (for

*temebrae, fr. *temesrae), 'darkness', OI. td-

mas-, 'darkness', tarrisrafi, 'dark', tdmrdh, 'dark-

red, coppery', Avestic t^mah, 'darkness', Toch.
B tamd^se, 'dark, gloomy', Lith. tamsd, 'dark-

ness', tamsits, 'dark', Lett, timsa, tumsa, 'dark-

ness', tumst, 'it is getting dark', OSlav. tima,

'darkness', timinti, 'dark', MLG. deemster,

OHG. dinstar, 'dark', ^nj/a/' (with dissimilation

fr. orig. *l>imstar), of s.m., Olr. temel, 'dark-

ness', Mir. teim, temen, 'dark, gray', MBret.

teffal, 'dark'. Cp. tenebrae, temulent, timid. Cp.
also tombac and the first element in malabatb-

rum. For the ending see suff. -ity.

temno-, combining form meaning 'to cut'. — Gk.
TC|j.vo-, fr. Tejji.veiv, 'to cut', rel. to xofii?, 'cut-

ting', t6[xoi;, 'portion, section', lit. 'a piece cut

off', T£(ji£vo(;, 'sacred precinct', lit. 'a place cut

off'. See tome and cp. temenos, tmesis.

Tempean, adj., pertaining to, or esembling, the

valley of Tempe. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

Gk. T^jxTTT), 'Tempe', name of a valley in

Thessaly (Greece).

temper, tr. and intr. v.— ME. temprien, tempren,

fr. OE. temprian, 'to moderate, regulate, mingle',

and OF. temprer (F. temperer), which both de-

rive fr. L. temperdre, 'to mix in due proportion,

combine properly, moderate, regulate', fr. tem-

pus, gen. tempdris, 'time'; see temporal, 'per-

taining to time'. E. temper was influenced by
OF.-MF. temperer (F. temperer), which also

derives fr. L. temperdre. Cp. also OF. temprer,

tremper (F. Iremper), 'to mix with water, soak,

steep, dip, temper (steel)', which is of the same
origin. Cp. tamper, temperament, temperance,

temperate, temperature, attemper, attemperate,

distemper.

Derivatives: temper, n., temper-able, adj.,

temper-ed, adj., temper-er, n., temper-ish, adj.,

temper-y, adj.

tempera, n., distemper {paiming). — It., back

formation fr. temperare, 'to temper', fr. L. tem-

perdre. See temper.

temperament, n. — ME., fr. L. temperdmentum,

'a mixing in due proportion; disposition', fr.

temperdre. See temper and -ment.

Derivatives: temperament-al, adj., temperament-

al-ly, adv., temperament-ed, adj.

temperance, n. — ME., (fr. L. temperantia, 'mod-
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eration, temperance', fr. temperdns, gen. -an-

tis, pres. part, of temperdre. See temper and

-ance.

temperate, adj. — ME. temperat, fr. L. temperd-

tus, 'properly arranged; temperate, moderate',

pp. of temperdre. See temper and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives: temperate-ty, adv., temperate-ness,

n.

temperative, adj. — Late L. temperdtivus, fr. L.

temperdtus. See prec. word and -ive.

temperature, n. — L. temperatura, 'due measure,

proportion, composition, temper, tempera-

ment', fr. temperdtus, pp. of temperdre. See

temperate and -ure. In its physical sense, L.

temperatura was first used by the Italian physi-

cist and astronomer Galileo Galilei (1564-1642).

tempest, n., a violent storm. — ME., fr. OF.
tempeste (F. tempete), fr. VL. *tempesta, fr. L.

tempestds, 'time (good or bad) weather, storm,

tempest', fr. tempus, 'time' ; see temporal, 'per-

taining to time'. Cp. It. tempesta, which is of

the same origin as OF. tempeste. Sp. tempestad,

however, derives fr. Classical L. tempestdtem,

ace. of tempestds.

tempestuous, adj. — Late L. tempestuosus,

whence also OF. tempestueus (F. tempitueux),

fr. L. tempestds. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: tempestuous-ly, adv., tempestuous-

ness, n.

Templar, n., a member of the religious military

order of the Knights of the Temple (or Knights

Templars) founded by the Crusaders at Jeru-

salem in 1119. — ME. templere, tempter, fr.

OF. (= F.) templier, fr. ML. templdrius, formed

with suff. -drius, fr. L. templum, 'sanctuary,

temple'. See temple, 'place of worship', and -ar.

— This military order was so called because

King Baldwin II of Jerusalem granted it quar-

ters in his palace built near the site of the Temple

of Solomon.

template, templet, n., model, pattern. — F. tem-

plet, templette, prop, dimin. of temple, fr. L.

templum, 'place of observation, temple; small

timber, purlin'. See temple, 'place of worship',

and -et.

temple, n., place of worship. — ME., fr. OE.

tempi, tempel, (F. temple), fr. L. templum, 'an

open place marked out by the augur for the

observation of the sky, consecrated place, sanc-

tuary, temple' (partly through the medium of F.

temple). Templum orig. meant 'an extended

place'. It is a derivative of I.-E. base *temp-, 'to

stretch, strain, extend', whence also Lith. tem-

piu, tempti, 'to stretch by drawing', t'lmpa, 'sin-

ew, tendon', OSlav. t^tiva, of s.m., OSlav. tqpu,

'blunt, thick'. Arm. t'amb, 'saddle', prop,

'padded saddle', ON. I)amb, 'swollen, pregnant,

thick'. Cp. next word. Cp. also antenna, con-

template. Templar, temporal (in both senses),

tempos. Cp. also tapestry and words there re-

ferred to. I.-E. 'temp- is a -p-enlargement of

base "ten-, 'to stretch'; see tend, 'to move in a

I ^

I

certain direction'. This etymology is to be pre-

ferred to the one which derives L. templum,

from I.-B. base *tem-, 'to cut' (whence Gk.

T^jjiveiv, 'to cut', see temenos).

Derivative: templ-ed, adj.

temple, n., side of the head. — ME., fr. OF.

temple (F. tempe), fr. VL. *tempula, *templa,

neut. pi. taken as fern, sing., corresponding to

L. tempora, pi. of tempus, 'temple of the head',

prop, 'the thin part' (i.e. that part of the head

where the skin seems to be the thinnest), fr.

I.-E. base *temp-, 'to stretch, extend' ; see prec.

word. Accordingly L. tempus, 'temple of the

head', and tempus, 'time', are derivatively iden-

tical. See temporary, 'pertaining to time', and

cp. temporary, 'pertaining to the temples'. For

the sense development of tempus, 'temple of the

head', cp. OE. pun-wang, pun-wenge, OS.

thinn-ongi, ON. punn-vangi, OHG. dunn-wengi,

'temple of the head', lit. 'thin cheek', MLG.
dunninge, 'temple of the head', fr. dunni, 'thin'

(see tiiin).

temple, n., a device for keeping the web taut. —
F. See template, templet.

templet, n. — See template.

tempo, n., degree of speed (mus.)— It., 'time', fr.

L. tempus, 'time'. See next word.

temporal, adj., pertaining to time. — L. tempora-

lis, 'pertaining to time, temporary', fr. tempus,

gen. temporis, 'time', prop, 'span of time', fr.

l.-E. base *temp-, 'to stretch, strain, extend',

whence also L. templum, 'an open place marked

for the observation of the sky, consecrated

place, sanctuary, temple'. See temple, 'place of

worship', and cp. contemporaneous, contempo-

rary, contretemps, extemporaneous, extempore,

tempest, tempo, temporize, tense, n. For the

sense development of L. tempus, 'time', from

a base meaning 'to extend', cp. OI. tanSti,

'stretches, extends; lasts', and Goth, peihs (for

*terjkos), 'time', which both derive fr. I.-E. base

*ten-, 'to stretch, extend'.

Derivative: temporal-ly, adv.

temporal, adj., pertaining to, or lying near, the

temples (anat.) — Late L. tempordlis, fr. L.

tempus, gen. temporis, 'the temple of the head'.

See temple, 'side of the head'.

temporality, n., temporal possessions. — Late L.

tempordlitds, fr. L. tempordlis, 'temporal, tem-

porary'. See temporal, 'pertaining to time', and
-ity.

temporalty, n., the same as temporality. — See

prec. word and -ty.

temporary, adj., lasting only for a time. — L.

tempordrius, 'pertaining to time; lasting only for

a time', fr. tempus, gen. temporis, 'time'. See

temporal, 'pertaining to time'.

Derivatives: temporari-ly, adv., temporari-ness,

n.

temporize, intr. v. — F. temporiser, fr. ML. tem-

porisdre, fr. L. tempus, gen. temporis. See tem-

poral, 'pertaining to time', and -ize.

Derivatives: temporiz-ation, n., temporiz-er, n.,

temporiz-ing, n., temporiz-ing-ly, adv.

temporo-, combining form denoting the temples

(anat.) — Fr. L. tempora, pi. of tempus, gen.

temporis, 'temple of the head'. See temporal,

'pertaining to the temples'.

tempt, tr. v.— ME. tempten, tenten, fr. OF. (= F.)

tenter, fr. L. temptdre, or tentdre, 'to handle,

touch, feel, prove, put to the test, try'. L. temp-

tdre is prob. freq. of *tempere, fr. I.-E. *temp-,

enlargement of base *ten-, 'to stretch, extend'.

L. tentdre is freq. formed fr. base *ten-. See

tend, 'to move in a certain direction', and cp.

taunt, 'to reproach', tent, 'lint inserted in a

wound'. Cp. also attempt, attentat, tentacle,

tentative.

Derivatives: temptation (q.v.), tempt-er, n.,

tempt-ing, adj., tempt-ing-ly, adv., tempt-ress, n.

temptation, n. — ME. temptacioun, fr. OF. temp-

tation, tentation (F. tentatiori), fr. L. temptdtio-

nem, ace. of temptdtid, fr. temptdtus, pp. of

temptdre. See tempt and -ation.

Derivative: temptation-al, adj.

tempus, n., time, used esp. as a term ofmusic and

prosody. — L. tempus, gen. temporis, 'time,

period of time'. See temporal, 'pertaining to

time', and cp. tense, 'time'.

temulence, temulency, n., drunkenness (rare). —

•

Late L. temulentia, fr. temulentus. See next

word and -ce, resp. -cy.

temulent, adj., drunken (rare). — Late L. temu-

lentus, 'drunken', rel. to L. temetum, 'intoxica-

ting drink, mead, wine', which is prob. cogn.

with OI. tdmyati, 'is stunned, stupefied, grows

weary', OSlav. tomiti, 'to worry, torment', Olr.

tdm, 'death', fr. I.-E. base *temes-, 'dark,

clouded' (both in the literal and figurative sense),

whence also OI. tdmas-, 'darkness', tar/jsrah,

'dark', L. tenebrae (for *temebrae, fr. *temes-

rae), 'darkness', temere, 'rashly, at random",

prop, 'in the dark'. See temerity and cp. abste-

mious.

ten, numeral adj. — ME. tene, ten, fr. OE. tien,

ten, rel. to OS. tehan, ON. tiu, Dan. ti, Swed.

tio, OFris. tidn, ODu. ten, Du. tien, OHG.
zehan, MHG. zehen, zen, G. zehn, Goth, taihun,

fr. I.-E. base *dekm, *dekmt(i), whence also OI.

ddsa, Avestic dasa, Toch. A sak, B sak. Arm.

tasn, Gk. Sexoc, L. decem, OSlav. des^ti, Lith.

desimt, Lett, desimt, desmit, OPruss. dessimpts,

Olr., Ir. deich, Co., Bret, dek, W. deg. Alb.

djeta, 'ten', Umbrian desen-duf, 'twelve', lit. 'ten-

two'. Cp. tenth, tithe and the sufiBxes -teen and

2nd -ty. Cp. also dean, deca-, decade, decanal,

decem-, December, decemvir, deci-, decimal,

decussate, dicker, dime, and the first element in

Dashahara. Cp. also penteconta-.

Derivatives: ten, n., ten-fold, adj.

ten-, form of teno- before a vowel.

tenable, adj. — F., fr. OF., fr. tenir, 'to hold', fr.

VL. *terare, fr. L. tenere, 'to hold, grasp, have,

keep' (cp. Proven?, tenir, tener. It. tenere, Sp.



tenace

tener, which derive fr. VL. *tenire, resp. L
tenere). L. tenere is rel. to tendere, 'to stretch

extend'. See tend, 'to move in a certain direc

tion', and cp. abstain, abstention, abstinence, ap

pertain, appurtenance, contain, content, continent

continue, countenance, detain, detention, detinue,

entertain, impertinent, lieutenant, maintain, mat

content, obtain, pertain, pertinacious, pertinent,

reins, retain, retention, retentive, retinaculum

retinue, sustain, sustentation, tenace, tenacious

tenacity, tenaculum, tenaille, tenant, tenement,

tenet, tennis, tenor, 'course', tenue, tenure,

tenuto.

Derivatives: tenabil-ity, n., tenable-ness, n.,

tenabl-y, adv.

tenace, n., a term of whist. — F. tenace, from the

adjective tenace, 'tenacious', fr. L. tendx, gen.

tendcis. See next word.

tenacious, adj. — Formed with sufF. -ous fr. L.

tendx, gen. tendcis, 'holding fast, tenacious', fr.

tenere, 'to hold'. See tenable.

Derivatives: tenacious-ly, adv., tenacious-ness, n.

tenacity, n.— L. tendcitds, fr. tendx, gen. tendcis,

'holding fast, tenacious'. See prec. word and

-ity.

tenaculum, n., a pointed instrument used by sur-

geons. — L., 'an instrument for holding, a

holder', fr. tendx, gen. -dcis. See tenacious and

-cule and cp. next word.

tenaille, also tenail, n., outwork in the main ditch

between two bastions {fort) — F. tenaille,

'tongs, pincers, tenaille', lit. 'that which holds',

fr. L. tendcula, pi. of the neut. n. tendculum (see

prec. word), in VL. mistaken for a fem. sing,

noun.

tenancy, n. — Formed from next word with suflF.

-cy.

tenant, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), prop. pres.

part, of lenere,'to hold'. See tenable and -ant

and cp. locum tenens, lieutenant.

Derivatives: tenant, tr. v., tenant-able, adj.,

tenant-less, adj., tenant-like, adj., tenant-ry, n.

tench, n., a freshwater fish. Tinea vulgaris.— ME.,

fr. OF. tenche (F. tanche), fr. VL. tinea, which

is of Gaulish origin.

tend, intr. v., to move in a certain direction. —

-

ME. tenden, fr. MF. (= F.) tendre, 'to stretch,

hold out', fr. L. tendere, 'to stretch, extend, di-

rect one's course, aim, strive', fr. I.-E. *tend-,

-J-enlargement of base *ten-, 'to stretch, ex-

tend', whence OL tanoti, 'stretches, extends',

tdnah, 'thread', tdntid, 'thread, string, cord',

tanuh, fem. tanvi, 'thin, tender', lit. 'stretched

out, extended', tanniti, 'thin, tender', tdntram,

'thread, loom, warp; the essential; doctrine,

system', Gk. teiveiv, for *T£vtsiv, 'to stretch',

Homeric Gk. -ravaoi;, 'stretched out, long', Gk.

Tav'jEiv, 'to stretch', t^wv, 'sinew, tendon',

Tovo?, 'rope, cord, brace' (lit. 'that which can

be stretched'), also 'tone, note', Taivia, 'band,

ribbon', Tdcai? (for *l^tis), 'stretching, strain-

ing', L. tenuis, 'thin', OSlav. teneto, tonotU,

'rope', tinUkU, 'thin', dial. Lith. tenvas, 'slender',

Lett, tiews, 'slender', Olr. tan, 'time', tan(a)e,

'thin', tet, 'side', Lith. tiUklas, 'net', Goth. pan-

Jan, OHG., MHG. denen, OE. Swed. tanja, OE,

penian, 'to extend', OHG. dunni, OE. pynne.

'thin', L. templum, 'an open place marked out

for observation, temple', prop, 'an extended

place'. Cp. antenna, atelectasis, atonic, attend,

attendant, attention, attenuate, barytone, cata'

tonic, contend, contention, detend, detente, de-

tonate, distend, distention, ectasis, entasia, en

tasis, epitasis, extend, extensive, extent, exten-

tion, extenuate, hypotenuse, intend, intendant, in-

tention, intonate, intone, monotonous, ostensible,

ostentation, oxytone, Pancbatantra, peritoneum

portend, portent, pretend, pretense, pretone, pro-

tasis, standard, storting, subtend, superintend

syntony, taenia, tain, 'a thin sheet', tantra, tany

tasimeter, tatty, teinoscope, temple, 'place of

worship', temple, 'side of head', temporal (in

both senses), tempt and words there referred to,

tempus, tendance, tendency, tender, 'offer', ten-

don, tenesmus, tennis, teno-, tenositis, tenoto-,

tenotomy, tense, 'stretched', tense, 'time', tensi-,

tensile, tensimeter, tension, tenson, tent, tenter,

'frame for stretching cloth', tentigo, tentorium,

tenuis, tenuity, tenuous, tetanus, tiiin, thing,

tienda, tone, tono-, tune, tussore. Cp. also ten-

able and words there referred to.

tend, tr. v., to guard, watch over. —- Aphetic for

attend,

tendance, n. — Aphetic for attendance,

tendency, n. — ML. tendenlia, fr. L. tendens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of tendere. See tend, 'to move

in a certain direction', and -ency, and cp. next

word.

tendentious, also tendencious, adj., having a defi-

nite purpose. — Coined, on analogy of G.

tendenzios (fr. Tendenz, 'tendency'), fr. ML. ten-

dentia. See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives : tendentious-ly (tendencious-ly), adv.,

tendentious-ness (tendencious-ness), n.

tender, n., one who tends. — Formed fr. tend

with agential sufT. ter.

tender, tr. and intr. v., to offer.— MF. tendre, 'to

stretch, hold out; to offer' (whence F. tendre,

'to stretch'), fr. L. tendere.

Derivative: tender, n., offer, tender-er, n.

tender, adj., soft, easily broken. — ME., fr. OF.

(= F.) tendre, 'soft, delicate, tender', fr. L. tene-

rum, ace. of tener, 'soft, delicate, tender', which

is prob. rel. to Sabine tereno-, 'soft, delicate',

and cogn. with OI. tdrunah, 'young, tender',

Avestic tauruna-, 'young', Gk. ^ipr^v, 'tender,

delicate'. Arm. t'arm, 'young, fresh, green',

Goth, parihs, 'not fulled', prop, 'fresh' (see S.

Feist, Vergleichendes Worterbuch der gotischen

Sprache, 3rd edition, Leiden, 1936 ff., p. 490).

It. tenero. Proven?, tenre, tendre, Sp. tierno.

Port, tewo, 'tender', also derive fr. L. tenerum.

Derivatives: tender-ize, tr. v., tender-ling, n.,

tender-ly, adv., tender-ness, n.

t\

tendinous, adj., related to, or resembling, a ten-

don. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. ML. tends,

gen. tendinis, 'sinew, tendon'. See next word.

tendon, n., sinew (anat.) — ML. tendd, gen. ten-

dinis, formed fr. L. tendd, tendere, 'to stretch,

extend', on analogy of Gk. t^vcov, 'sinew, ten-

don', which derives from the stem of teivsiv

(for *T£vi£iv ), 'to stretch'. See tend, 'to move in

a certain direction'. The anatomical term teitdd

Achillis ('Achilles' tendon') was first used by the

German surgeon Heister. The original name
was chorda Achillis ('Achilles' sinew') and was

coined by the Dutch anatomist Philip Verheyen

in 1693, when he dissected his own amputated

leg. He so called it with reference to the myth of

Achilles whose heel was the only vunerable spot

of his body. Cp. teno-, tenonto-.

tendril, n., slender, spirally coiling organ of climb-

ing plants. — Shortened fr. F. tendrillon, di-

min. of tendron, 'a tender shoot', fr. tendre,

'soft, delicate, tender'. See tender, 'soft'.

Derivative: tendrill-ar, adj.

tenebrae, n. pi., the matins and lauds for the last

three days of the Holy Week {Roman Catholic

Religion). — L., 'darkness'. See next word.

tenebrous, adj., dark.— ME., fr. OF. tenebrus (F.

tenebreux), fr. L. tenebrdsus, 'dark', fr. tenebrae,

'darkness', which stands for *temebrae, fr.

*temesrae, and is rel. to L. temere, 'rashly, at

random", prop, 'in the dark'. See temerity and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: tenebrous-ty, adv., tenebrous-ness,

n.

tenement, n. — ME., fr. OF. (F. tenement), lit. 'a

holding', fr. ML. tenementum, fr. L. tenere, 'to

hold'. See tenable and -ment.
,

Derivatives: tenement-al, tenement-ary, adjs.,

tenement-er, n.

teneral, adj., said of a state of the imago of an

insect (entomol.) — Lit. 'soft, tender'; formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. tener. See tender, 'soft'.

tenesmus, n., a straining, esp. a vain straining to

evacuate, {med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. teve-

aaoq, 'a vain desire to evacuate', lit. 'stretch,

strain', fr. teCveiv (for *t£vieiv), 'to stretch,

strain', which is cogn. with L. tendere, of s.m.

See tend, 'to move in a certain direction'.

Derivative: tenesm-ic, adj.

tenet, n., principle. — Prop, 'a thing held (to be

true)', fr. L. tenet, 'he holds', 3rd pers. sing,

indie, pres. fr. tenere. See tenable.

tengerite, n., a mineral supposed to be an yttrium

carbonate {mineral.) — Named after the Swe-

dish chemist C. Tenger, who analyzed it. For

the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

teimantite, n., a sulfarsenite of copper (mineral.)

— Named after the English chemist Smithson

Tennant (1761-1815). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

temer, n., a ten pound or ten dollar note {slang).

— Formed fr. ten with 2nd suff. -er.

tennis, n. — ME. teneis, fr. AF. tenetz, fr. OF.

(= F.) tenez, 'hold!', pi. imper. of tenir, 'to

hold' ; see tenable. The game was so called from

the word used by the server when throwing the

ball.

teno-, before a vowel ten-, combining form de-

noting the tendon {anat.) — Gk. tevo-, tev-, fr.

T^vcov, 'sinew, tendon'; see tendon and cp.

tenonto-.

tenon, n., a projection inserted to make a joint.

— ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. tenir, 'to hold'.

See tenable.

Derivatives: tenon, tr. v., tenon-er, n.

tenonto-, before a vowel tenont-, combining form

denoting the tendon {anat.) — Gk. tevovto-,

TEvov-r-, fr. tevcov, gen, tevovtoi;, 'sinew, ten-

don'. See teno-.

tenor, n., course; bearing. — ME. tenour, tenor,

fr. OF. tenour (F. teneur), fr. L. tendrem, ace. of

tenor, 'course, career, tenor', ht. 'a holding',

from the stem of tenere, 'to hold'. See tenable.

tenor, n., high male voice (music).— It. tenore, fr.

L. tendrem, ace. of tenor, 'course', lit. 'a holding"

(see prec. word); so called because of its domi-

nant character in singing. Cp. tenorino, counter-

tenor.

Derivatives: tenor, adj., tenor, intr. v., tenor-ist,

n.

tenorino, adj., falsetto (music).— Dimin. oftenor,

'high male voice'.

tenorite, n., a native cupric oxide (mineral.) —
Named after G. Tenore, president of Naples

Academy. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

tenoroon, p., a musical instrument. — It. tenoro-

«ej -atignient. of tenore. See tenor, 'high male

voice', and -oon.

tenositis, n., inflammation -of a tendon (med.) —
Medical L., formed fr. Gk. t£vcjv, 'tendon'.

See teno- and -itis.

tenotomy, n., cutting or dividing of a tendon

(med.) — Compounded of teno- and Gk.

-TO|xia, 'a cutting of, fr. TO|i.Yi, 'a cutting'. See

tome.

tenrec, tanrec, n., an insectivorous mammal
(Tenrec ecaudatus). — Malagasy tandraka.

tense, adj., stretched, strained. — L. tensus, pp.

of tendere, 'to stretch'. See tend, 'to move in a

certain direction'.

Derivatives: tense, tr. and intr. v., tense-ly, adv.,

tense-ness, n.

tense, n., time as a grammatical term. — ME.

tens, tense, 'time, tense", fr. MF. tens (F. temps),

fr. OF., fr. L. tempus, 'time' (whence also It.

tempo. Proven?, temps, Sp. tiempo. Port, tempo).

See tempus.

tensibility, n. — Late L. tensibilitds, fr. tensibilis.

See next word and -ity.

tensible, adj., capable of being stretched; tensile.

— Late L. tensibilis, 'that which may be stretch-

ed', fr. L. tensus, pp. of tendere. See tense, adj.,

and -ible.

Derivatives: tensible-ness, n., tensibl-y, adv.

tensile, adj., 1) capable of being stretched; tensile.



tensimeter

— ModL. tensilis, fr. L. lensus, pp. of tendere.

See tense, adj., and -ile.

tensimeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

tension of gases. — A hybrid coined fr. L. ten-

sio, 'tension', and Gk. (xsTpov, 'measure'. See

tension and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

tension, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. L. tensionem, ace.

of tensio, 'a stretching, tension', fr. tensus, pp.

of tendere. See tense, adj., and cp. extension.

Derivatives: tension, tr. v., tension-al, n.

tensive, adj. — F. tensif(ism. tensive), fr. MF., fr.

L. tensus, pp. of tendere. See prec. word and
-ive.

tenson, tenzon, n., contest in stanzas between

troubadours. {Proveng. lit.) — F. tenson (fr.

MF., fr. OProven?, tenson), resp. It. tenzone, fr.

*VL. tentionem, ace. of *tentid, 'strife, quarrel',

fr. L. tentus, pp. of tendere, 'to stretch', which

in VL. had also the meaning of 'to exert one-

self, to strive'. Cp. Sp. tenzon. Port, tengdo, and

see tend, 'to move in a certain direction'. Cp. also

contention, intention.

tensor, n., a muscle that stretches a part (anat.)—
Medical L. tensor, fr. L. tensus, pp. of tendere,

'to stretch'. See tend, 'to move in a certain direc-

tion', and agential suff. -or.

tent, n., shelter. — ME. tente, tent, fr. OF. (= F.)

tente, lit. 'something stretched out', fr. L. tenia,

fern, of tentus, pp. of tendere, 'to stretch'; L.

tentus is equivalent to OI. latdh, Gk. Taxii;,

'stretched'. See tend, 'to move in a certain direc-

tion', and cp. It., OProven?. tenda, Sp. tienda,

which are refashioned from the present tense of

L. tendere (see tienda). For the sense develop-

ment of OF. tente, etc., cp. L. tentorium, 'tent',

fr. tentus, pp. of tendere, 'to stretch'.

Derivatives: tent, tr. v., to cover with a tent,

tent-ed, adj., tenter (q.v.)

tent, n., lint inserted in a wound to keep it open.

— ME. tente, tent, fr. MF. (= F.) tente, fr. OF.,

back formation fr. tenter, 'to put to test, try'.

See tempt.

Derivative: tent, tr. v., to keep a wound open by

inserting a plug into it.

tent, n., attention (now Scot, and dial. English).

— Aphetic for attent.

tent, tr. v., to attend to (now Scot, and dial.

English). — Prob. short for take tent. See

prec. word.

tent, n., a sweet Spanish wine. — Sp. tinto, 'red

(wine)', lit. 'dyed, tinged', fr. L. tinctus, pp. of

tingere, 'to soak in color, dye' ; See tinge and cp.

taint, tint, tincture,

tentacle, n., a slender, flexible organ for feeling.

— Lit. 'feeler', fr. ModL. tentdculum, fr. L. ten-

tare, 'to try'. See tempt and -cle.
,

Derivative: tentacl-ed, adj.

tentacular, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ar

fr. ModL. tentdculum. See prec. word.

tentaculate, adj., furnished with tentacles. —
Formed with adj. suflf. -ate fr. ModL. tentdcu-

lum. See tentacle.

Derivative: tentaculat-ed, adj.

tentaculi-, combining form fr. ModL. tentdculum.

— See tentacle.

tentaculum, n., a tentacle (zool.) — ModL. See

tentacle.

tentative, adj. — ML. tantativus, formed with

suff. -ive fr. L. tentdtus, pp. of tentdre, 'to try'.

See tempt and -ative.

Derivatives: tentative, n., tentative-ly, adv., ten-

tative-ness, n.

tenter, n., one who lives in a tent. — Formed fr.

tent, 'shelter', with agential suff. -er.

tenter, n., one who is in charge of something. —
Formed fr. tent, 'to attend to', with agential

suff. -er.

tenter, n., framework for stretching cloth so that

it may dry evenly. — ME. tenturc, tentoure, fr.

F. tenture, 'stretching, spreading', a blend of

tente, 'tent', and OF. tendeure, which is a deriv-

ative of tente. See tent, 'shelter", and -ure and

cp. tenterliook.

Derivatives: tenter, to stretch on tenters, tenter-

er, n.

tenterhook, n., one of the hooks that hold cloth

stretched on a tenter. — Lit. 'hook for stretch-

ing'. See tenter, 'framework for stretching',

and hook.

tenth, numeral adj. — ME. tenthe, teonihe, form-

ed fr. ten on analogy oifourth etc. See ten and

numeral suff. -th and cp. OE. teoda, 'tenth', and

E. tithe.

Derivatives: tenth, n. and v., tenth-ly, adv.

Tenthredinidae, n. pi., a family of Hymenoptera,

the sawflies (entomol.) — ModL., formed with

suff. -idae fr. Gk. xcvi^p-^Stov, "a kind of wasp',

which is a blend of T£v-8-pY;v7; and T:£|X9pif)Scov,

'a kind of wasp'. Gk. Tev-&p7)vr; is rel. to -S-pti-

v5^, 'drone', {^p^vo<;, 'dirge'; from the I.-E.

imitative base *dhren-, 'to hum, buzz, murmur',

whence also Goth, drunjus, 'sound', OE. dran,

'drone', see drone and cp. threnetic, Anthrenus.

Gk. Tre|ji9pTj86iv is prob. also of imitative ori-

gin.

tentigo, n., priapism. — L. tentigo, lit. tension',

fr. tentus, pp. of tendere, 'to stretch". See tend,

'to move in a certain direction'.

tentorial, adj., pertaining to the tentorium (anat.)

— Medical L. tentdridlis, fr. L. tentorium. See

next word and adj. suff. -al.

tentorium, n., partition between the cerebrum

and cerebellum (anat.) — Medical L. tentorium,

fr. L., 'tent', fr. tendere, 'to stretch' (see tend, 'to

move in a certain direction', and cp. tent,

'shelter') ; so called from its shape.

tenue, n., bearing, behavior, deportment. — F.,

prop. fem. pp. of tenir, 'to hold', used as a

noun. See tenable.

tenui-, combining form meaning 'thin, slender'.

— L., fr. tenuis. See next word.

tenuis, n., a term denoting any of the three

sounds expressed by the letters p, t, k. — L.,

'thin, slender, fine', prop, loan translation of Gk.

teratology

(J'lXoi;, 'bare' (i.e. 'unaspirated'), used by Aris-

totle to denote any of the sounds rendered by
the letters v., t, n. — L. tenuis is cogn. with OL
taniifi, 'thin', lit. 'stretched out', Homeric Gk.
zai.Ma.6q, 'stretched out, long', Gk. teIveiv, 'to

stretch out' . See thin and cp. tenuity, tenuous, ex-

tenuate.

tenuity, n., thinness. — L. tenuitds, 'thinness,

slenderness, fineness', fr. tenuis. See prec. word
and -ity.

tenuous, adj., thin. — Formed with suff. -ous fr.

L. tenuis. See prec. word.

Derivatives: tenuous-ly, adv., tenuous-ness, n.

tenure, n., a holding of something. — ME., fr.

OF. teneure, tenure, fr. tenir, 'to hold', fr. VL.
*temre, fr. L. tenere, 'to hold'. See tenable and

-ure and cp. tenue.

Derivatives: tenuri-al, adj., tenuri-al-ly, adv.

tenuto, adj., sustained to its value (musical direc-

tion). — It., 'held', pp. of tenere, 'to hold', fr. L.

tenere. See tenable.

tenzon, n. — See tenson.

teocalli, n., place of worship of the ancient in-

habitants of Mexico. — Sp., compounded of

Nahuatl teotl, 'god', and calli, 'house'.

tepee, n., an American Indian tent or wigwam.—
Dakota tipi.

tepefy, tr. v., to make tepid; intr. v., to become
tepid. — L. tepefacere, 'to make tepid', formed

from the stem of tepere, 'to be warm or luke-

warm', and facere, 'to make, do'. See tepid and

-fy.

tephillin, also spelled teiillin, n. pi., the phylac-

teries containing the four passages Ex. 13 : 1-10;

Ex. 13: ll-16;Deut. 6:4-9, and Deut. 11:13-20,

which are tied on the left arm and on the head

and are worn during the morning prayer on
week days (Jewish Religion). — Mishnaic Heb.

tephillin, pi. oU^philld'', 'prayer; phylactery', fr.

Bibl. Heb. t^philld , 'prayer', from the stem of

the verb pillel, 'he prayed', which is of uncertain

origin. It is perh. rel. to Heb. ndphdl, 'he fell,

prostrated himself, and orig. meant 'he pros-

trated himself in prayer' (see Ahrens, ZDMG.,
64, 163), or is orig. identical with Heb. pillel, 'he

judged', and lit. means 'he invoked as a judge'

(see Goldziher, Abhandlungen zur arabischen

Philologie, I, p. 36).

tephrite, n., an ash-colored igneous rock (pelrogr.)

— Formed with suff. -ite fr. Gk. Tscppa, 'ashes',

which stands for *dheg^h-rd-, fr. l.-E. base

*dheg^h-, *dhog^h-, 'to burn'. See fever and cp.

day.

tephro-, combining form meaning 'ash-gray'. —
Gk. TEippo-. fr. Te9pa, 'ashes'. See prec. word.

Tephrosia, n., a genus of plants, the hoary pea
(bat.) — ModL., fr. Gk. TE9p6i;, 'ash-colored',

fr. T^ppa. See tephrite.

tepid, adj., moderately warm, lukewarm. — L.

tepidus, fr. tepere, 'to be warm or lukewarm',

which is cogn. with OI. idpati, 'makes warm,
heats, bums', tdpu-, 'burning', tdpafi, 'heat'.

Avestic tafnush, 'fever', Toch. B. tsdp-, 'to make
lukewarm', an-tdpce, 'fire, conflagration' (an- in

antdpce is a prefix of intensity), OSlav. topiti, 'to

warm', teplii, 'warm', teplosti, 'heat; warmth',

Olr. tene, gen. tened (for *tepnet-), ten, 'fire', te

(for *tepent-), 'hot', W. tes, 'heat'. Alb. Gheg
ftof, Tosk floh (for * vs-tep-sk-), 'to deprive of

heat' (seeN. Joklinlndogermanische Forschun-

gen, 37, 103). Cp. tapas, topaz and the second

element in Beltane and in pardao. For the ending

of tepid see 1st suff. -id.

Derivatives: tepid-ity, n., tepid-ly, adv., tepid-

ness, n.

tepidarium, n., intermediate room in the Roman
bath, situated between the caldarium and frigi-

darium.— L., 'a moderately warm room', prop,

neut. of the adjective tepiddrius, 'pertaining to a

lukewarm bath', used as a noun. Tepiddrius de-

rives fr. tepidus, 'warm, lukewarm'. See tepid

and -arium.

tequila, n., a Mexican brandy. — Named after

Tequila, a town in Mexico.

ter-, combining form meaning 'three times'. —
L. ter-, fr. ter, 'three times', which derives fr.

*tris (cp. Gk. Tpi?, 'three times'), through the

medium of *ters. Cp. L. tertius, 'third', which

stands for I.-E. *tritios, whence also Gk. TpiTOij,

Goth, pridja, OE. pridda, 'third'. See three and

cp. third, thrice. Cp. also tri-, trias, triad, trine,

trinity, trio.

terai, n., a kind of felt hat. — Short for Terai hat,

fr. Terai (Hind. Tardi), a swampy belt in North-

ern India.

teraphim, n. pi., household idols (see Gen. 31:19

and 30). — Heb. t^rdphtm, of uncertain origin.

According to Neubauer in Zeitschrift fiir Assy-

riologie, 2, 95 and others, rel. to Heb. r^phd'im,

'shades, ghosts'.

teras, n., monster, monstrous formation (med.)

— Gk. Tspai;, 'marvel, monster'. See terato-.

terato-, before a vowel terat-, combining form

meaning 'marvel, monster'. — Gk. Tspaxo-,

TEpax-, fr. x£pa?, gen. xipaxoi;, 'marvel,

monster', prob. cogn. with Lith. keras, 'charm',

keriii, kereti, 'to bewitch', OSlav. (ara, cara,

'charm', and possibly also—with initial .s—with

OI. d-scaryab, 'wonderful, extraordinary', ON.
skars, 'monster', skyrse, 'bad omen, phantom'.

These words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *q^er-,

'to make, form', in specific sense: 'to bewitch,

charm'. See corpus and cp. peloria.

teratoid, adj., resembling a monster, abnormal,

pathological. — Compounded of terato- and

-oid. Cp. Gk. xspaxtoSr);, 'prodigious, mon-
strous', fr. xipai;, gen. xspaxo?, 'marvel, mon-
ster', and -coSr]?, 'hke' (see terato- and -ode,

'like').

teratology, n., the study of montrosities or abnor-

mal formations in man, animals, or plants. —
Compounded of terato- and -logy. Cp. Gk.
xepaxoXoyia, 'the telling of marvels', fr. xepa-

ToXAyo?, 'a teller of marvels'.



terbium

Derivative: teratolog-ist, n.

terbium, n., a rare metallic element. — A name

coined by the discoverer of the element, the

Swedish chemist Carl Gustaf Mosander (1797-

1858), from the Swedish town name Ytterby and

chem. suff. -ium. Cp. erbium, ytterbium, yttrium,

terce, n. — A var. of tierce,

tercel, n., a male falcon. — ME., fr. OF. terQuel

(F. tiercelet), fr. VL. *tertiolus, a derivative of

tertius, 'third' ; so called because the male is one

third smaller than the female.

tercentenary, adj., pertaining to a period of three

hundred years; n., the three hundredth anniver-

sary or its celebration. — Compounded of ter-

and centenary.

Derivatives: tercentenarl-al, adj., tercentenari-

an, adj. and n.

tercet, n., three successive Unes rhyming together,

triplet.— F. tercet, fr. It. terzetto, dimin. of ter-

zo, 'third', fr. L. tertius, 'third'. See tertian and

-et.

Terebella, n., a genus of marine worms {helmin-

thol.) — ModL., dimin. of terebra, 'borer'. See

terebra and -ella.

terebellid, adj. and n. — See next word.

Terebellidae, n. pi., a family of marine worms

{helminthol.) — ModL., formed fr. Terebella

with suff. -idae.

terebene, n., a disinfecting liquid made from oil

of turpentine {chem.) — Coined fr. terebinth

and suff. -ene.

terebic, adj., pertaining to a white organic acid,

C H O^ ichem.)— Coined fr. terebinth and adj.

suff. -ic.

terebinth, n., a tree of the sumac family yielding

turpentine. — L. terebinthus (whence also F. te-

rebinthe), fr. Gk. Tcp^Piv&o?, which is prob. a

Creto-Minoic loan word. Cp. turpentine.

Derivatives: terebinth-ic, adj.

terebinthina, n., turpentine.— ModL., prop. fem.

of L. terebinthinus, 'of the terebinth', used as a

noun. See next word.

Derivative: terebinthin-ate, tr. v. and adj.

terebinthine, adj., 1) of the terebinth ; 2) of, or re-

sembling, turpentine. — F. terebinthine, fr. L.

terebinthinus, 'of the terebinth", fr. Gk. TspE^iv-

^ivo;, fr. TEps^iv&oi;. See terebinth and adj.

suff. -ine.

terebra, n., 1) borer; 2) ovipositor of certain in-

sects ientomol.)— L. terebra, 'borer, drill, auger',

formed fr. terere, 'to rub, grind, wear away',

with instrumental suff. -bra. See throw and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also Terebella.

terebrate, tr. v., to perforate. — L. terebratus, pp.

of terebrdre, 'to bore, pierce, perforate', fr. tere-

bra. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

teredo, n., shipworm. — L. teredo, 'a worm that

gnaws wood', fr. Gk. TspTjScov, lit. 'a boring

worm', from the base of xeipeiv, 'to rub', T^pe-

Tpov, 'borer'. See throw and cp. terebra.

terek, n., a sandpiper {Terekia cinerea)— Named

after the river Terek in the Caucasus.
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terephah, n., also spelled trefa, ritually undean

food (Jewish religion). — MedHeb. t rephd ,
fr.

Mishnaic Heb., 'an animal with organic defect',

fr. Bibl. Heb., lit. '(an animal) torn (by wild

beasts)', fr. fardph, 'tore to pieces, seized, rent'

(said esp. of a wild beast), whence also tereph,

'prey', tdraph, 'plucked' (adj.); rel. to Aram.

fraph, 'he tore, seized', Arab, tdrafa, 'grazed

off' (said of a camel), tdrufa, 'was freshly pluck-

ed'.

terepbthalic, adj., in terephthalic acid, a dicarbo-

xylic acid (chem.) — Coined fr. tere(bene) and

phthalic; so called because it is the form of

phthalic acid derived from turpentine. Cp. the

first element in terylene.

teres major, name of a muscle (anat:) — Medical

L. (musculus) teres mdjor, lit. 'the larger round

muscle', fr. L. teres, 'rounded, rounded off,

smooth', and mdjor, 'greater, larger'. See terete

and major,

teres minor, name of a muscle (anat:) — Medical

L. (musculus) teres minor, 'the smaller smooth

muscle', fr. L. teres (see prec. word) and minor,

'smaller'. See minor,

terete, adj., cylindrical and slightly tapering. —
L. teres, gen. teretis, 'rounded, rounded off,

smooth', orig. 'rubbed smooth', fr. terere, 'to

rub'. See throw and cp. terebra.

terfa, n., an edible fungus. — F. terfez, fr. Arab.

tirfds, 'truffle'.

tergal, adj., pertaining to the back. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. tergus, tergum, 'back',

which is of uncertain origin. It is possibly cogn.

with Gk. (jxfpcpoi;, T^pcpo?, 'hide, skin (esp. of

the back)'.

tergiversate, intr. v., to be evasive; to become a

renegade.— L. tergiversdtus, pp. of tergiversdri,

'to turn one's back', compounded of tergum,

'back', and versdri, passive of versdre, 'to turn

about', freq. of vertere, 'to turn'. See tergal and

version.

tergiversation, n.— L. tergiversdtio, gen. -dnis, fr.

tergiversdtus, pp. of tergiversdri. See prec. word

and -ion.

terlinguaite, n., a mercuric oxychloride (mineral.)

Named after Terlingua in Brewster County,

Texas. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

term, n. — ME. terme, fr. OF. terme, fr. ML. ter-

minus, 'expression, definition, term', fr. L. ter-

minus, 'boundary line, boundary, limit', which

is rel. to termen, gen. terminis, 'boundary stone',

and cogn. with OI. tdrati, 'passes over, crosses

over", tarantdh, 'sea', Hitt. tarmaizzi, 'he bounds,

limits', Gk. Tspixa, 'boundary, end, limit', rip-

(iov, 'boundary', -r^pftpov, 'the end of the sail

yeard, end", Alban. S-tir, 'I cross (a river)', Goth.

Pairh, OE. purh, 'through", ON. promr, 'edge,

chip, splinter", OE. kyrel, 'aperture, hole; per-

forated'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*ter-, */f-, 'to go through, pass beyond'. See

trans- and cp. through and words there referred

to. Cp. also terminate, conterminous, determine.

exterminate, interminable, terminology, terse,

tram, 'vehicle", trance, trumeau. Cp. also tattoo,

'a pony", and the second element in avatar and
in Dhanvantari. Cp. also trout and words there

referred to.

Derivatives: term, tr. v., term-er, n., term-or, n.

termagant, n., a scolding woman, shrew. — ME.
tervagant, PN., fr. OF. Tervagan, Tervagant,

which is rel. to It. Trivigante ; of uncertain origin.

Termes, n., the genus of the family Termitidae

(entomol.) — ModL., fr. L. tarmes, termes, gen.

-mitis, 'a worm that eats wood, woodworm', lit.

'the boring worm", cogn. with Gk. TSpYjStov,

'woodworm', fr. I.-E. base *ter-, 'to rub, bore'.

See throw and cp. termite. Cp. also terebra,

teredo.

terminable, adj. — See terminate and -able.

Derivatives: terminabil-ity, n., terminable-ness,

n., terminabl-y, adv.

terminal, adj. — L. termindlis, 'pertaining to

boundaries; pertaining to the end", fr. terminus.

See terminus and adj. suff. -al.

Terminalia, n. pi., an ancient Roman festival held

on the 23rd of February (Roman antiq.) — L.,

lit. 'festival in honor of Terminus, 'god of the

boundaries', fr. Terminus. See Terminus.

Terminalia, n., a genus ofplants of the myrobalan
family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. termindlis, 'per-

taining to the end' (see terminal and 1st -ia and
cp. prec. word); so called from the leaves at the

end of the branches.

terminate, tr. v., to end; intr. v., to cease. — L.

termindtus, pp. of termindre, 'to set bounds to,

bound, limit', fr. terminus. See terminus and
verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives : rermmariow (q .v.), /erm/na?-/ve, adj
.

,

terminat-ive-ty, adv., terminator (q.v.), terminat-

ory, adj.

termination, n. — ME., fr. L. termindtio, gen.

-dnis, 'a bounding', fr. termindtus, pp. of termi-

ndre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: termination-al, adj.

terminative, adj., tending to end. — ME., fr. ML.
termindtivus, fr. L. termindtus, pp. of termindre.

See terminate and -ive.

Derivatives: terminative, n., terminative-ly, adv.

terminator, n., 1) one who or that which termi-

nates; 2) the line dividing the illuminated and
unilluminated parts of the disk of the moon or
a planet. — L. termindtor, 'he who sets bounds',

fr. termindtus, pp. of termindre. See terminate

and agential suff. -or.

terminer, n., a determining (law.) — F. terminer,

'to end', fr. L. termindre j see terminate. For the

subst. use of the infinitive in law terms cp. at-

tainder and words there referred to.

terminism, n., the doctrine that the offer of divine
grace is limited to a certain period.— G. Termi-

nismus, coined fr. L. terminus, 'boundary, limit',

and suff. -ismus. See terminus and -ism.

terminist, n., an adherent of terminism. — Coin-

ed fr. L. terminus (see terminus) and suff. -1st.

lerpsicnore

Derivative: terminist-ic, adj.

terminology, n.— G. Terminotogie, a hybrid coin-

ed by C. G. Schutz of Jena in 1786 fr. ML. ter-

minus, 'expression, term', fr. L. terminus,

'boundary, limit', and Gk. -'kr>yi%, fr. -Xiyoq,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See terminus and
-logy.

Derivatives; terminolog-ic-al, adj., terminolog-

ic-al-ly, adv.

terminus, n., boundary. — L., 'boundary line,

boundary, hmit', rel. to termen, 'boundary
stone'. See term and cp. conterminal, conter-

minus.

Terminus, the Roman god of boundaries. — L.

terminus, 'boundary'. See prec. word and cp.

Terminalia, 'a Roman festival'.

termitarium, termitary, n., a nest of termites. —
ModL. termitarium, fr. Termes. SeeTermes and
-arium, resp. subst. suff. -ary, and cp. next word.

termite, n., a white ant. — ModL. Termes, gen.

Termitis, 'the genus of termites', fr. L. termes,

gen. termitis, 'a worm that eats wood, wood-
worm', lit. 'the boring insect'. See Termes.

tern, n., any of the birds of the subfamily Sterni-

nae. — Of Scand. origin; cp. Dan. terne, Swed.
tdrna, Norw. terna, ON. perna. These words are

related to OE. steam, 'starling', and cogn. with

L. sturnus, 'starling'. See starling and cp. Stur-

nus.

tern, n., a set of three. — L. terni, 'three each", fr.

ter, 'three times'. See ter- and cp. ternary.

Derivative: tern-al, adj.

ternary, adj., threefold. — ME., fr. L. terndrius,

fr. terni, 'three each'. See 2nd tern and adj. suff.

-ary.

temate, adj., arranged in threes. — ModL. ternd-

tus, fr. L. terni, 'three each'. See 2nd tern and
adj. suff. -ate.

terne, also terneplate,n., an alloy of lead and tin.

— F. terne, 'dull', fr. MF., fr. ternir, 'to tarnish,

to dull'. See tarnish.

ternery, n., breeding place of terns. — Formed fr.

2nd tern with suff. -ery.

ternion, n., a set of three. — L. ternid, gen. -dnis,

fr. terni, 'three each". See 2nd tern.

terpene, n., any of a group of hydrocarbons,

CjjHj, (chem.) — Shortened fr. terpentine, the

orig. form of turpentine.

terphenyl, n., a hydrocarbon whose molecule is

formed from three benzene rings. — Formed fr.

ter- and phenyl.

terpin, n., the compound CjjHjg(OH)„ (chem.)—
Coined by the Swedish chemist Jons Jacob Ber-

zelius (1779-1848) fr. terp- (for terpentin, the

orig. form of turpentine) and chem. suff. -in(e).

Cp. terpene.

terpodion, n., a keyboard instrument, invented in

1816 by Buschmatm in Berlin (mus.) — ModL.,
coined from the stem of Gk. xipTrstv, 'to glad-

den', and q)8y), 'song'. See next word and ode.

Terpsichore, n., the Muse ofthe dance (Greek and



Roman mythol.)— L. Terpsichore, fr. Gk. Tsp-

4iix6pTi, lit. 'enjoyment of dance', a name com-

pounded of -zlrfim, 'enjoyment, gladness, de-

light', and xopo?' 'dance'. The first element is a

derivative of T^pTOiv, 'to delight, please', fr.

I.-E. base *terp-, 'to satisfy', whence also OI.

tfpyati, trpnoti, tarpati, 'takes one's fill', Avestic

&rafda-, 'satiated, satisfied'. Tech. AB tsdrw-, 'to

rejoice', isarwo, 'joy', Lith. tarpstii, tafpU,

'to thrive, prosper', tarpa, 'thriving, prosperity',

Lett, tarpa, of s.m., OPruss. en-terpo, 'it is use-

ful', en-terpen, en-terpon, 'useful'. Cp. Euterpe.

For the second element see chorus.

Derivative: Terpsichore-an, adj., pertaining to

Terpsichore; hence, pertaining to dance.

terra, n., earth. — L., prob. for *tersd- and lit.

meaning 'dry land' and rel. to OL. torrus (for

*torsus), 'dry', L. torrere, 'to parch, roast', and

cogn. with Olr. tir (for *teros), 'land', fr. I.-E.

base *ters-, *ns-, 'to be dry', whence also OI.

tarmati, 'dries up', tf^yati, 'thirsts', ttftdh,

'hoarse', mub, 'greedy, desirous', Avestic

tarshu-, 'dry, solid'. Arm. t'afamim, 'I wither,

dry up", erasht, metathesized fr. *trast (for I.-E.

*tisti), 'dryness, drought', Gk.Tspoea^ai, 'to be

or become dry, dry up', Tspaatvciv, 'to make

dry, to dry', -rapoo;, 'wickerwork; flat of the

foot; ankle', xpaaia, Ion. Tapoiv;, 'a crate for

drying figs'. Alb. ter, 'I lay out', Goth. Paursus,

'dry, barren", OHO. thurri, durri, MHG. durre,

dCirre, G. diirr, Du. dor, OS. thurri, ON. purr, OE.

Pyrre, "dry", OHG. darra, MHG., G. darre, 'kiln

drying". Cp. inter, 'to bury', mediterranean, par-

terre, subterranean, tarsus, terrace, terra cotta,

terrain, terramara,terramycin, terrane,terrestrial,

terrier (in both senses), terrine, territory, thirst,

toast, torrid, trass, traulism, tureen and the sec-

ond element in verditer. Cp. also torsk.

terrace, n.— MF. terrasse, terrace, 'pile of earth,

terrasse" (whence F. terrasse), fr. OProven?. ter-

rassa, fr. VL. *terrdcea, a derivative of L. terra,

'earth". See prec. word and cp. terrazzo.

Derivatives: terrace, tr. v., terrac-er, n.,

terrac-eite, n., terrac-ing, n.

terra cotta, hard pottery, compounded of flneclay

and fine sand.— It., lit. 'cooked earth', fr. terra,

'earth' (fr. L. terra), and cotta, fem. pp. of cuo-

cere, 'to cook' (fr. L. coquere). For the first word

see terra, for the second see cook and cp. coc-

tion.

terrain, n., a tract of land. — F., fr. L. terre-imm.

See terrene,

terramara, n., an earthy deposit. — Dial. It., for

terramarm, fr. It. terra, 'earth", and dial. It. ma-

ra (for It. marna), 'marl' (see terra and marl)
;
so

called because made of dry earth.

terramycin, n., an antibiotic derived from an

earth mold. — Coined fr. L. terra, 'earth', Gk.

[iiixT;:, fungus', and suff. -In. See terra and

myco-.

terrane, n., a geological formation. — F. terrain,

fr. L. terrenum, 'land, ground' (whence also Sp.

terrem, OProven?. terren), prop. neut. of ter-

renus, 'of earth', used as a noun. See terrene,

terraneous, adj., terrestrial. — See terra and

-aneous.

terrapin, n., name of several species of turtles. —
Of Algonquian origin.

terraqueous, adj., consisting of both land and

water. — Compounded of terra and aqueous,

terrarium, n., a vivarium for terrestrial animals.

— ModL., formed fr. L. terra, 'earth' (see terra),

with suff. -arium on the analogy of aquarium.

terrazzo, n., a kind of flooring. — It., rel. to ter-

razza, 'terrace'. See terrace and cp. trass,

terrene, adj., earthy, earthly. — L. terrenus, 'of,

or pertaining to, the earth, earthy, earthly', fr.

terra. See terra and -ene.

Derivative: terrene, n.

terreplem, n., platform of a rampart {fort.) — F.

terre-plein, fr. It. terrapieno, back formation fr.

terrapienare (orig. written in two words: terra

pienare), 'to fill with earth', fr. terra, 'earth', fr.

L. terra, and pienare, 'to fill', fr. VL. *plendre,

fr. L. plenus, 'full'. For the first element see

terra, for the second see full, adj., and cp. ple-

num,

terrestrial, adj., earthly, earthy. — ME., formed

with adj. suff. -a! fr. L. terrestris, 'of or pertain-

ing to the earth', fr. terra. See terra.

Derivatives : terrestrial, n., terrestrial-ity, n.

terret, n., ring of a harness pad. — ME. teret,

toret, fr. OF. toret, touret, 'small wheel', dimin.

of tour, 'circuit'. See tour and -et.

terrible, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= P.), fr. L. terri-

bilis, 'frightful, dreadful', fr. terreo, terrere, 'to

frighten', which stands for *tersey6 and is cogn.

with OI. trdsati, 'trembles', Avestic tarshta,

'feared, revered', t^r^saiti, 'is afraid of, Gk.

xplew (for *tresein), 'to tremble; to flee', Lith.

trisu, triSeti, 'to tremble', OSlav. tr^sg, 'I shake',

tr^sQ s^, 'I tremble', Mir. larrach, 'timid', fr.

I.-E. base *teres-, *tres-, 'to tremble'. Cp. deter.

Cp. also Tirshatha, Treron. For the ending see

suff. -ible. — Cp. the collateral I.-E. bases:

*trem-, whence Gk. -:p£(XEiv, L. tremere, 'to

tremble', and *trep-, whence L. trepidus, 'rest-

less, anxious, solicitous'. See tremble and trep-

idation.

Derivatives: terrible-ness, a., terribl-y, adv.

terricolous, adj., living on the ground (zool. and

hot.) — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. terricola,

'inhabiting the earth', fr. terra, 'earth', and

-cola, 'inhabiting', which is rel. to colere, 'to till

(the ground); to inhabit', incolere, 'to inhabit',

incola, 'inhabitant', colonus, 'cultivator of the

ground'. See terra and colony and cp. the second

element in pratincole. For the ending see suff.

-ous.

terrier, n., a kind of dog.— P.. prop. Men terner,

lit. 'earth dog', fr. chien, 'dog' (fr. L. canis), and

ML. terrarius, 'of, or pertaining to, earth or

land', fr. L. terra, 'earth, land'. See terra and

-ier.

tessitura

terrier, n., a document stating the boundaries of

landed property. — P., fr. MF., fr. ML. (liber)

terrarius, 'book relating to land', fr. L. terra,

'earth, land'. See prec. word.

terrific, adj. — L. terrificus, 'frightful', lit. 'caus-

ing terror', compounded of the stem of terrere,

'to frighten', and -ficere, unstressed form oifa-
cere, 'to make, do'. See terrible and -fie.

Derivatives: terrific-al-ly, terrific-ly, advs.,

terrific-ness, n.

terrify, tr. v.— L. terrificdre, 'to frighten' (whence
also F. terrifier), fr. terrificus. See prec. word
and -fy.

Derivatives: terrify-ing, adj., terrify-ing-ly, adv.

terrigenous, adj., 1) earthbom; 2) produced by the

earth. — L. terrigena, 'born of the earth', fr.

terra, 'earth', and the stem of gignere (pp. geni-

tus), 'to beget, bear, bring forth'. See terra and
genus.

terrine, n., an earthenware dish. — P., fr. MF.,
fem. of the adj. terrin, 'pertaining to the earth,

earthen', fr. "VL. *terrinus, fr. L. terrenus. See

terrene and cp. tureen.

territorial, adj. — L. territoridlis (whence also F.

territorial), fr. territdrium, 'domain, territory'.

See territory and cp. exterritorial, extraterri-

torial.

Derivatives: territorial, n., territorial-ism, n.,

territorial-ist, n., territorial-ize, tr. v., territorial-

iz-ation, n., territorial-ly, adv.

territory, n. — L. territdrium, 'domain, district,

territory', formed fr. terra, 'earth' (see terra),

with -drium, a suff. denoting place (see subst.

suff. -ory). Cp. dormitdrium, 'sleeping room' (see

dormitory).

Derivatives: territorial (q.v.), territori-an, n.,

territori-ed, adj.

terror, n. — ME. terrour, fr. MF. (= P.) terreur,

fr. L. terrdrem, acc. oi terror, 'great fear, alarm',

fr. terrere, 'to frighten'. See terrible and -or.

terrorism, n. — F. terrorisme, formed fr. L. terror

(see prec. word) with suff. -isme (see -ism).

terrorist, n. — F, terroriste, formed fr. L. terror

(see terror) with suff. -iste (see -ist).

Derivatives: terrorist-ic, terrorist-ic-al, adjs.

terrorize, tr. v. — Formed fr. L. terror (see terror)

with suff. -ize.

Derivatives: terroriz-ation, n., terroriz-er, n.

terry, n., uncut loop in velvet. — Prob. fr. P. tire,

'drawn, pulled', pp. of tirer. See tire, 'to pull'.

terse, adj., concise. — L. tersus, pp. of tergere,

'to rub, wipe off', which is cogn. with Gk. Tpti-

yeiv, 'to gnaw', TptiYXifj, 'hole', Goth, pairko,

'hole', fr. I.-E. *tro-g-, *tr^-g-, enlargement of
base *ter-, *tr-, 'to go through, pass beyond'.

See term and cp. absterge, abstersion, deterge,

detersion. Cp. also through troglodyte, trout.

Derivatives: terse-ly, adv., terse-ness, n.

tertial, adj., referring to the flight feathers of the

third row (ornithol.) — Formed with adj. suff".

-al fr. L. tertius, 'third'. See next word.

Derivative: tertial, n.

tertian, adj., recurring every other day. — Prop,

'recurring every third day', the first and the

third day being reckoned inclusively, fr. L. ter-

tidnus, fr. tertius, 'the third'. See third and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also sesterce.

tertian, n., tertian fever. — L. tertidna, short for

febris tertidna, 'tertiam fever'. See prec. word.

Tertiary, adj., pertaining to the era preceded by
the Mesozoic igeol.)— L. tertidrius, 'containing

a third part', fr. tertius, 'third' (see third and adj.

suff. -ary) ; so called because the Mesozoic was
formerly named Secondary.

Derivative: Tertiary, n.

tertiary, n., a member of third order in a monas-
tic system. —• See prec. word.

tertium quid, something intermediate between

two things. — L., 'a third something', transla-

tion of Gk. TptTov Ti. See tertian and quiddity.

teruah, n., a succession of 9 tremulous notes of

the shophar {Jewish Religion). — Heb. t^rii'd'',

'shout, cry, alarm, blast of trimipet or shophar,

a succession of tremulous notes', formed from
the stem of herla', 'he sounded a signal, he

shouted in triumph' (in Mishnaic Heb. also 'he

blew the shophar'), which is prob. rel. to Arab.

rdghd, 'he shouted'.

terylene, n., trademark for a synthetic textile fiber

based on terephthalic acid. — Coined fr. tere-

phthalic and suff. -ene.

terza rima, a verse in which the rhymes are ar-

ranged according to the following formula : aba,

bcb, cdc.— It., lit. 'third rhyme'. It. terza is fem.

of terzo, fr. L. tertius, 'third'. See tertian, adj.,

and rhyme.

terzetto, n., trio ; vocal trio.— It., dimin. of terzo,

'third', fr. L. tertius. See tertian, adj.

teschemacherite, n., an acid ammonium carbo-

nate {mineral.) — Named after the English

chemist Frederick E. Teschemacher (died in

1863). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

tessara-, combining form meaning 'four'. — Fr.

Gk. TECToapa, neut. of zinaix.^tc,, 'four", rel. to

Att. TETTaps?, Ion. T^acEpe;, Aeol. mmj^zc,,

Lesbian TtstJupE?, fr. I.-E. base *q^etur-, 'four'.

See four and cp. tessera-, diatessaron, tetarto-,

tetra-, tetrad and the first element in trapezium.

tessella, n., a small tessera. .— L., 'a little cube',

dimin. of tessera. See tessera- and -ella.

tessellar, adj., composed of tesserae. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ar fr. L. tessella. See prec. word.

tessellate, tr. v., to pave by inlaying small square

blocks in mosaic. — L. tesselldtus, pp. of tessel-

Idre, 'to chequer, tessellate', fr. tessella. See tes-

sella and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: tessellat-ed, adj., tessellat-ion, n.

tessera, n., a small, square piece of stone, a die.

— Lit. 'having four sides', fr. Ion. Gk. TEOuEpa,

neut. of T^tjCTEpEi;, which is rel. to Gk.TECTaaps;;,

'four'. See tessara-.

tessitura, n., range of a voice part {mus.) — It.,

texture', fr. tessere, 'to weave', fr. L. texere. See

texture.



test, n., a cupel for refining or trying metals;

examination, trial. — ME., fr. MF., fr. OF., fr.

L. testu, testum, 'vessel, earthen vessel, pot',

which is rel. to testa, 'piece of burnt clay, pot-

sherd, shell, scale', and prob. cogn. with Avestic

tashta-, 'cup', Lith. tlstas, 'vessel made of willow

twigs', and with L. texere, 'to weave', fr. l.-E.

base *tehh-, 'to weave". See text and cp. testudo.

Cp. also tester, 'canopy'.

Derivatives; test, tr. v., to refine in a cupel; to

put to the test; to try, examine, testable (q.v.),

tester (q.v.), test-ing, adj., test-ing-ly, adv.

test, n., the hard shell ofmany invertebrates (zoo/.)

— L. testa, 'shell'. See test, 'cupel'.

testable, adj., capable of being tested. — Formed

with sutf. -able fr. test, 'to try'. See test, 'cupel'.

testable, adj., capable of being disposed of by

will (law.) — L. testabilis, 'that has a right to

give testimony', fr. testdri. See testament and

-able.

Testacea, n. pi., an order of invertebrates covered

with shells, {zool.) — ModL., fr. L. testaceus,

'covered with a shell'. See testaceous,

testacean, adj., any of the Testacea. — See prec.

word and -an.

Derivative: testacean, n., a testacean animal.

testaceous, adj. — L. testaceus, 'covered with a

shell', fr. testa. See test, 'shell', and -aceous.

testacy, n., state of being testate. — Formed fr.

testate with suff. -cy.

testament, n. — ME., fr. Eccles. L. testamentum,

'covenant, Scripture', fr. L., 'declaration of one's

will ; last will, testament', fr. L. testari, 'to be a

witness, bear witness, testify', fr. testis, 'witness',

which is formed fr. *tristo, a compound mean-

ing 'the third standing by'. Cp. Oscan. trlstaa-

mentiid (= L. testdmento). The first element of

this compound is related to L. tres, 'three' ; see

three and cp. tri-. The second element is formed

from the stem of sto, stare, 'to stand' ; see state.

Tesli/ment in the sense of Bible is due to a con-

fusion of the two meanings of Gk. Slk^yixt): 1)

'covenant" ; 2) 'last will and testament', the word

used in the Septuagint to render Heb. b'^rith,

'covenant". Cp. attest, contest, detest, intestate,

obtest, protest, protestant, testamur, testate,

testify, testimonial, testimony. For the ending

of testament see suff. -ment.

Derivatives : testament-al, adj. ,testament-ary,a.d}.

testamur, n., English university certificate. — L.

testamur, "we attest, testify", fr. testdri (see tes-

tament) ; so called from the word testamur used

in the text of the certificate.

testate, adj., having left a vahd will (law.)— ME.,

fr. L. testdtus, pp. of testdri, 'to witness, testify".

See testament and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: testate, n.

testator, n., a person who makes a will. — L. tes-

tator, 'one who makes a will', fr. testdtus, pp. of

testdri. See testament and agential suff. -or.

testatrix, n., a female testator. — L. testdtrix,

fem. of testator. See prec. word and -trix.

teste, n., the witness being ... — L., abl. of testis,

'witness', used in absolute construction. For the

etymology of L. testis see testament,

tester, n., one who tests. — Formed with agential

suff. -er from test, 'to try'. See test, 'cupel'.

tester, n., canopy. — ME. tester, fr. OF. testiere,

'headpiece, helmet' (whence F. tetiere, 'infant's

cap'), fr. teste (F. tete), 'head', fr. L. testa, 'piece

of burnt clay, potsherd, shell, scale', to which, in

Late Latin, was added the meaning 'skull', and,

in Vulgar Latin, the meaning 'head', orig. used

only in a humerous sense. Cp. OProven?. testa,

'scale, nutshell; head'. It. testa, 'head'. Rum.

jastd, 'skuir. See test, 'cupel', and cp. teston,

testy, tete-a-tete. For the sense development

of L. testa in the Romance languages cp.

OE. cuppe, OHG. chuph, kopf, 'cup', MHO.
kopf, 'drinking vessel; skull', G. Kopf, 'head'

(see cup). Cp. also OI. caruh, 'kettle, pot', which

is prob. rel. to OI. karankas, 'skull', and cogn.

with Goth. Ivairnei, 'skull', OE. hwer, 'kettle' (see

corrie).

tester, n., name of several coins. — A var. of

teston. Cp. tizzy,

testicle, n., a male gland secreting the spermato-

zoa, testis. — L. testiculus, dimin. of testis,

'testicle'. See testis,

testicular, adj., pertaining to the testicles. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ar fr. L. testiculus. See

prec. word.

testiculate, testiculated, adj., having testicles. —
Late L. testiculdtus, fr. L. testiculus. See testicle

and adj. suff. -ate, resp. also -ed.

testification, n. — L. testificdtio, gen. -dnis, fr.

testificdtus, pp. of testificdrl, 'to bear witness to'.

See testify and -ion

testify, intr. and tr. v. — ME. testifien, fr. OF.

testifier, fr. L. testificdrl, 'to bear witness to',

formed fr. testis, 'witness", and -ficdrl, fv.facere,

'to make, do'. See testament and -fy.

Derivative: testifi-er, n.

testimonial, n. ^ ME., fr. Late L. testimdnidlis,

in litterae testimdnidles, 'letters serving for evi-

dence', fr. L. testimonium. See testimony and

adj. suff. -al.

testimonialize, intr. v., to honor with a testimo-

nial. — Formed fr. L. testimonium (see prec.

word) with suff. -ize.

Derivative: testimonializ-ation, n.

testimony, n.— ME., fr. Late L. testimonium, 'tes-

timony of the Decalogue, the Decalogue' (loan

translation of Heb. "eduth, 'testimony, testimony

of the Decalogue'), fr. L. testimonium, 'evidence,

attestation', which was formed fr. testis, 'wit-

ness" (see testament), with suff. -mdnium. See

-mony and cp. words there referred to.

testis, n., testicle. — L., 'witness; testicle'. See

testament. For sense development cp. F. te-

moins, 'testicles', pi. of temoin, 'witness', and

Gk. rapaaTocTai, 'testicles', pi. of TrapxCTTa-rvjq,

which literally means 'one who stands by'.

teston, n., name of several coins. — MF., fr. It.

I

testone, augment, formed fr. testa, 'head'. The
coin was so called because it bore the image of

the sovereign's head. Cp. tester, 'coin', and see

tester, 'canopy'. Cp. also toston.

testosterone, n., the male sex hormone.— Coined
fr. L. testes, pi. of testis (see testis), ster(o\) and
suff. -one.

testudinal, adj., pertaining to a tortoise.— Form-
ed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. testUdd, gen. testOdinis,

'tortoise'. See testudo.

testudinarious, adj., colored like a tortoise shell.

— Formed with suff. -arious fr. L. testudo, gen.

testudinis, 'tortoise'. See testudo.

testudinate, adj., resembling a tortoise shell. —
L. testUdindtus, fr. testddd, gen. testudinis, 'tor-

toise'. See testudo and adj. suff. -ate.

testudineous, adj., resembling a tortoise shell. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. testddd, gen. testU-

dinis, 'tortoise". See testudo.

testudo, n., 1) shed, movable shelter (Roman an-

tiq.) ; 2) (cap.) a genus of turtles, the land tor-

toise (zool.) — L. testddd, 'tortoise', fr. testd,

'earthen vessel", which is rel. to testa, 'shell'. See

test, 'cupel', and -ude.

testy, adj., irritable. — ME. testif, fr. AF. testif

(fem. testive), formed—with change of suff. -« to

-if-—fr. OF. testu (F. tetu), 'stubborn', lit. 'heady,

headstrong", fr. OF. teste (F. tete), 'head'. See

tester, 'canopy".

Derivatives: testi-ly, adv., testi-ness, n.

tetanic, adj., pertaining to, or characterized by,

tetanus. — L. tetanicus, fr. Gk. tetocvikoi;, fr.

-riTavo;. See tetanus and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: tetanic, n., a substance producing

tetanic spasms.

tetano-, before a vowel tetan-, combining form

denoting the tetanus. — Medical L., fr. Gk.
TExavo-, TETav, fr. Tsxavo?. See tetanus.

tetanus, n., infectious disease characterized by the

rigidity of voluntary muscles. — L., fr. Gk.
TETavo;, 'convulsive tension of the muscles',

which is rel. to -rsTavo?, 'stretched, rigid', from
a reduplicated form of the l.-E. base *ten-, 'to

stretch', whence tsCveiv (for *T£vt£w ) , L. tendere,

'to stretch'. See tend, 'to move in a certain direc-

tion".

Derivatives: tetanic (q.v.), tetan-ize, tr. v., tetan-

iz-ation, n.

tetarto-, before a vowel tetart-, combining form

meaning 'one fourth". — Gk. TETapxo-, xe-

xxpx-, fr. xexapxoc, 'fourth; one fourth', rel.

to Att. Gk. TEXxapEi;, Gk. liaaoa^zq, 'four'. See

tessara- and cp. tetra-.

tetchy, adj. — See techy.

tete-a-tete, adv., privately; adj., private; n., a pri-

vate meeting.— F., lit. 'head to head', fr. F. tete,

fr. OF. /ej/f, 'head". See tester, 'canopy',and -a.

tete-beche, adj., reversed in relation to each other

(said of stamps). — F., alteration of bechevet,

'head to foot', prop, 'from the head of one to

the feet of another', which is compounded of

pref. bes; 'twice', fr. L. bis, and chevet, 'head of

tetragynous

something', fr. L. capitium, dimin. of caput,

'head' ; see bis and chevet. The change o( beche-

vet to tite-bSche is due to the circumstance that

the exact meaning of the w:ord bechevet was no
more clear and the necessity was felt to place

the word tSte, 'head', before it.

teth, n., name of the 9th letter of the Hebrew al-

phabet. — Heb. teth, a word connected by Ge-

senius with Arab, tayt, 'serpent', whereas Du-
nand renders it by 'ball, clew'. Cp. theta.

tethelin, n., a lipide (biochem.) — Formed with

suff. -in fr. Gk. xeS-ii]X(o;, perf. part, of ^dtX-

Xetv, 'to thrive, flourish'. See Thalia, 'the

Muse of comedy'.

tether, n., a rope for fastening an animal.— ME.
tethir, tedir, prob. fr. ON. tjodr, rel. to Dan.
toir, Swed. tjuder, OFris. tiader, tieder, MDu.
tuder, Du. tuier, 'line, rope', OHG. zeotar,

MHG. zieter, 'pole of a cart'.

Derivative: tether, tr. v.

tetra-, before a vowel tetr-, combining form
meaning 'four'. — Gk. XExpa-, xsxp-, 'four-',

rel. to xExapxo;, 'fourth'. See tetarto-.

tetrachord, n., 1) an instrument with four strings;

2) a series of four tones, with the interval of a

fourth between the first and the last (music). —
Gk. TExpa)(opSov (sell, opyavov), 'an instru-

ment with four strings', neut. of the adjective

xExpa/opSoi;, 'four-stringed', which is com-
pounded of xsTpa- (see tetra-) and yopSi),

'chord'. See chord.

tetract, adj., having four rays. — Compounded
of tetr- and Gk. dcxxt?, gen. axxTvo;, 'ray'. See

actinic.

tetrad, n., 1) the number four; a group of four

things. — Gk. xExpa;, gen. xsxpaSoi;, rel. to

Att. Gk. xExxapE?, Gk. Tiacuxpeq, 'four'. See

tessara-, and -ad.

Derivative: tetrad-ic, adj.,

tetradymite, name of a mineral, called also tellur-

ic bismuth. — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr.

Gk. T£Tpa8u|jtO(;, 'fourfold', which is com-

pounded of XExpa- (see tetra-) and suff. -Su[jto<;,

which is rel. to Suo, 'two', StSujio;, 'twin'. See

di-, 'two, double', and didymium. The tetrady-

mite owes its name to the circumstance that its

crystals appear in groups of four.

tetragon, n., a quadrangle.— Late L.tetragdnum,

fr. Gk. XExpaycovov, neut. of the adjective

xExpaywvo;, 'with four angles', fr. xsxpa- (see

tetra-) and ycovta, 'corner, angle'. See -gon.

Derivatives: tetragon-al, tetragon-ous, adjs.

tetragram, n., a word consisting of four letters.—
See next word.

Tetragrammaton, n., the quadriliteral name of

God in the Hebrew Bible. — Gk. xsxpa-

Ypaajxaxov, 'theword of four letters", prop. neut.

of the adj. xExpaypajxijiaxo;, used as a noun,

fr. TExpa- (see tetra-) and ypiniJi-a, gen. ypafj.-

jiaxoi;, 'letter'. See -gram.

tetragynous, adj., having four pistils (hot.) —
Compounded of tetra- and -gynous.



tetrahedral

tetrahedral, adj., pertaining to a tetrahedron. —
See next word and adj. suff. -al.

tetrahedron, n., a solid figure contained by four

triangular surfaces. — ModL., fr. Gk. is'cpi.-

sSpov, prop. neut. of the adjective TSTpasSpoi;,

'having four sides', fr. TSTpa- (see tetra-) and

2Spa (for *sedra-), 'seat; base, side, face'. See

-hedron.

tetrakis-, combining form meaning 'four times'.

— Gk. TETpotziq, 'four times', formed fr. xerpa-

(see tetra-) and azti;, 'needle, point', which is

rel. to axY], 'point', from I.-E. base *ak-, 'sharp',

whence also axfji.-^, 'edge', av-po?, 'pointed', L.

acus, 'needle', acuere, 'to sharpen', acer, 'sharp'.

See acrid and cp. triakis- and the second ele-

ment in Thrinax.

tetrakishexaedroD, n., a polyhedron of 24 con-

gruent isosceles-triangular faces (geom.)— Com-
pounded of tetrakis- and hexaedron.

tetralogy, n., a series of four dramas. — Gk.

TExpaXoyiS, compounded of xsTpa- (see tetra-)

and -XoytS, fr. Xiyo^, 'word, speech, discourse,

story, reason, account'. See logos, -logy.

tetrameter, n., a verse of four metrical feet (pros.)

— Formed fr. tetra- and Gk. fj.^-rpov, 'measure'.

See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

tetrandrous, adj., having four stamens (bot.) —
Compounded of tetra- and -androus.

Tetraonldae, n. pi., a family of birds (ornithol.)—
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L. tetrdo,

'heath cock', fr. Gk. TExpacov, which, together

with T^Tpa^ (whence L. tetrax), name of a

bird, derives from a base of imitative origin. Cp.

OI. tittirah, tittiri(i, 'partridge', ModPers.

tadarv, 'pheasant', L. tetrinnire, 'to quack', tur-

tur, 'turtledove'. Arm. t'rt'rak, 'a good speaker',

OSlav. tetrivi, 'pheasant', Lith. terva, 'black

grouse', Russ. totoht', 'to babble, chatter'. Cp.

turtle, 'turtledove'.

tetrapla, n., a book containing four versions in

parallel columns. — ModL., fr. Gk. xsTpaTrXa,

neut. pi. of TexpocTtXiog, TexpaTrXoiii;, 'four-

fold', fr. xExpa- (see tetra-) and suff. -7rX6o;,

-ttXoui;, '-fold', which occurs also in kizKboc,,

ixttXoOi;, 'simple'. See haplo- and cp. hexapla.

tetrapod, adj., having four feet. — ModL. tetra-

podus, fr. Gk. xsxpaTiou?, gen. xexpaTioSo?,

'four-footed', fr. xcxpa- (see tetra-) and ttou?,

gen. 7roS6(;, 'foot'. See -pod.

tetrapody, n., a verse consisting of four feet {pros.)

— Gk. xcxpaTToSia, 'a measure or length of

four feet', fr. xExpaTio'jq, gen. TexpaTroSo;. See

prec. word -y (representing Gk. -ia).

Derivative: tetrapod-ic, adj.

tetrapolis, n., a group of four cities. — Gk. xs-

xpa7ioXt<;, an adjective meaning 'of four cities',

fr. TExpa- (see tetra-) and tcoXi?, 'city'. See

policy, 'method of government'.

tetrapterous, adj., having four wings. — Gk. xe-

xpdtTrrepo?, 'four-winged', fr. xExpa- (see tetra-)

and TTxepdv, 'wing'. See ptero-. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -05, see -ous.
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Tetrapturus, n., a genus of fishes (ichthyol.) —
ModL., compounded of tetra-, Gk. TtxEpov,

'wing', and oupa, 'tail'. See ptero- and uro-,

'tail-'.

tetrapylon, n., a building with four gates. — Gk.

xExpocTTuXov, prop. neut. of the adjective xcxpa-

TtuXo?, 'having four gates', used as a noun; com-

pounded of xsxpa- (see tetra-) andrc'jXr), 'gate'.

See tetra- and pylon,

tetrarch, n., ruler of a part (originally a fourth

part) of a province {Classical hist.) — Late L.

tetrarcha, fr. L. tetrarches, fr. Gk. xExpapxv;;,

lit. 'governor of the fourth part (of a province)',

fr. xexpa- (see tetra-) and -ap/if!c. 'ruler'. See

-arch.

Derivative: tetrarch-ate, n.

tetrarchic, adj., pertaining to a tetrarchy or a tet-

rarch. — Gk. xExpapxtvcA?, 'of a tetrarch', fr.

XEXpapxvji;. See prec. word and -ic.

tetrarchy, n., the district or oHce of a tetrarch. —
L. tetrarchia, fr. Gk. XExpapy-S, 'the province

of a tetrarch', fr. XExpapxil<;. See tetrarch and -y

(representing Gk. -iS).

tetraseme, n., a foot corresponding to the length

of four short syllables {Greek prosody). — Late

L. tetrasemus, 'of four syllables', fr. Gk. xexpa-

(jvitio;, fr. xExpa- (see tetra-) and tJ^jaa, 'sign'.

See semantics.

Derivative: tetrasem-ic, adj.

tetrastich, n., a poem consisting of four lines. —
L. tetrastichon, fr. Gk. xexpaCTXi/ov, prop. neut.

of the adjective xexpaaxixos, "of four lines',

used as a noun; compounded of xExpa- (see

tetra-) and oxixo?, 'row, line, rank; verse'. See

stlchic and cp. acrostic and words there referred

to.

tetrastyle, adj., having four pillars. — L. tetra-

stylos, fr. Gk. XEXpaaxuXoi;, fr. xExpa- (see te-

tra-) and CTxiJXoi;, 'column'. See style, 'gnomon'.

tetrastyle, n., a building with four columns. — L.

tetrastylon, fr. Gk. xExpauToXov, neut. of the

adjective xExpa<jxi3Xoc, used as a noun. See te-

trastyle, adj.

tetrasyllable, adj., having four syllables. — Form-

ed with suff. -ic fr. Gk. XExpaauXXa^Oi;, 'having

four syllables', fr. xexpa- (see tetra-) and <iuX-

Xapf,, 'syllable'. See syllable and cp. syllabic,

tetrasyllable, n., a word of four syllables. —
Formed fr. tetra- and syllable. See prec. word.

tetravalent, adj., quadrivalent (cliem.) — A hy-

brid coined fr. Gk. xExpa- (see tetra-) and L.

valens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of valere, 'to be

strong, have power' (see -valent). The correct

form is quadrivalent (fr. L. quadri-, "four", and

valens, 'having power').

tetrollc, to adj., pertaining the acid CH, . C : C .

COOH (chem.) — Coined fr. tetr- and -olic; so

called from the four carbon atoms.

tetronic, adj., pertaining to the acid, CO . CHj
CO . CHjO (chem.) — Coined fr. tetr- and

-onic; so called from the four carbon atoms.

tetroxide, tetroxid, n., an oxide, each molecule of

1 '

}
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which contains four atoms of oxygen (chem.)—
Formed fr. tetr- and oxid(e).

tetryl, a synonym of butyl, CjH, {chem.)— Coin-

ed fr. tetr- and -yl; so called from the four car-

bon atoms.

tetter, n., a vesicular skin disease. — ME. tetere,

fr. OE. teter, 'ringworm (a skin disease)', rel. to

OHG. zittaroh, MHG. ziteroch, dial. G. Zit-

teroch (cp. G. Zittermal, 'tetter', for the second

element of which see mole, 'spot') ; cogn. with

01. dadruh (also darduht, dardruh), 'a kind of

skin disease', Lith. dedervine, Lett, dedere, de-

derene, 'tetter', fr. I.-E. *dedru-, reduplication

(for the sake of emphasis) of *deru-, which ap-

pears in W. darwyden, darwden, MBret. daroue-

den, ModBret. dervoeden and in Gaulish L. der-

bita, 'tetter". These bases prop, mean 'torn skin',

and are enlargements of I.-E. base *der-, 'to

tear'. See tear, 'to rend', and cp. dartars.

Derivatives: tetter, tr. and intr. v., tetter-ous,

adj., tetter-y, adj.

tettix, n., the cicada {rare). — ModL., fr. Gk.
xixxi^, "cicada', which is of imitative origin.

Teucrian, adj., pertaining to Teucer or to the

Trojans.— Formed with suff. -ian, fr. L. Teucer,

fr. Gk. Teuv-poc, name of the first king of Troy.

Teucrium, n., a genus of trees, the germander

(tof.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xsiixpiov, 'germander',

which is of uncertain origin. It is possibly named
after TEuzpoc, 'Teucer', the first king of Troy,

who was allegedly the first to use this plant in

medicine.

Teuton, n., a member of the Teutonic race, esp. a

German. — L. Teutones (pi.), a word of Teut.

origin. See Dutch and cp. the first element in

Theodoric. Cp. also Goth.

Teutonic, adj. — L. Teutonicus, fr. Teutones. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: Teutonic, n.

tew, tr. v., to prepare by beating; to work hard.

— A var. of taw.

tewel, n., 1) a hole (obsol.); 2) the tuyere of a fur-

nace. — ME. tuel, 'funnel, chimney', fr. MF.
tuel, tuiel (F. luyau), 'pipe, tube', fr. OF., fr.

Frankish *}>uta, of s.m. (whence also OProven?.

tudel, of s.m.), which is rel. to Goth. pHl-haurn,

'trumpet", lit. 'sounding horn', MDu. tiite,

MLG. tiite, 'anything resembling a horn'

(whence G. Tiite, 'paper bag'); of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. tuyere.

text, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) texte, fr. OF., fr.

L. textus, 'texture, structure; context', from tex-

tus, pp. of texere, 'to weave, plait, fit together',

which is cogn. with OI. takgati, 'he fashions,

constructs", tdksan, 'carpenter', Avestic task-, 'to

cut, carve", tasha, 'ax, hatchet', Gk. xbcxov,

'carpenter', -i/yr, (for "teks-na-), 'art', OSlav.

testa, 'ax, hatchet', tes<f, tesati, 'to hew, fell, cut

down', tesu, 'beam', Lith. taSau, taSyii, 'to cut,

carve', Olr. tdl (for *t6kslo-), 'cooper's ax, ma-
son's ax'. Arm. t'ek'em, 'I turn, wind, twist',

OHG., MHG. dahs, G. Dachs, Du. das, 'badger"

thalamo-

[ML. taxus, taxo, It. tasso, F. taisson, Sp.

texon (now spelled tejdn), 'badger', are Teut.

loan words], lit. 'the builder', O'N.pattr, 'thread,

wick'. Cp. also Hitt. taksh-, 'to join, unite,

build', takshan, 'together'. All these words de-

rive fr. I.-E. base *tekht-, *telih-, 'to build (of

wood), carpenter; to weave'. The original mean-

ing of this base prob. was 'to plait, twist'. Cp.

architect, context, dachshund, pretext, subtle,

Taxidea, technic, tecto-, 'builder', Tectona, tec-

tonic, tela, telary, tessitura, test, 'cupel', textile,

thixle, tiller, tissue, toil, 'net'.

textile, adj. — L. textilis, 'woven', fr. textus, pp.

of texere. See text and suff. -lie.

Derivative: textile, n.

textlet, n., a little text. —• Formed fr. text with

the dimin. suff. -let.

textual, adj. — ME. textuel, fr. OF. (= F.) tex-

tuel, fr. L. *textudlis, fr. textus. See text and adj.

suff. -al and cp. contextual.

textualism, n., strict adherence to the text. — See

prec. word and -ism.

textualist, n., one who strictly adheres to the text.

— See prec. word and -ist.

textive, n.— L. textdra, 'web, texture, fabric', fr.

textus, pp. of texere, 'to weave'. See text and

-ure and cp. tessitura, contexture, intertexture.

Derivatives: textur-al, adj., textur-al-ly, adv.

tezkirah, tezkere, n., a certificate. — Arab, tddh-

kira , prop, verbal noun of dhdkkara, 'he re-

called something to someone', the second con-

jugation of dhdkara, 'he remembered', which is

rel. to Heb. zdkhdr, 'he remembered', zekher,

'remembrance, memorial', zikkdron, 'memor-

ial, remembrance', Aram. Syr. d^khar, Ethiop.

zakdra, 'he remembered', Akkad. zakdru, 'to

name, speak, swear', zikru, 'name'.

-th, subst. suff. fonning nouns of action, state,

quality, etc. — ME., fr. OE. -d, rel. to ON. -j>,

OHG. -Ida, Goth, -ipa, and cogn. with the subst.

suffixes: OI. -tati- (cp. sarvd-/afi-^, 'universality,

wholeness', fr. sdrva-fi, 'whole'), Gk. -X7)x- (cp.

9i.Xox7)x-, stem of 91X6x7)1;, 'friendship', fr.

(piXog, 'friend'), L. -Idti- (cp. llbertdt-, stem of

libertds, 'freedom', fr. liber, 'free'). Cp. -ty. Cp.

also subst. suff. -t.

-th, sufF. forming ordinal numbers. — ME. -the,

-te, -ethe, fr. OE. -da, -ta, -oda, -eda, rel. to ON.
-di, -ti, OHG. -do, -to, Goth, -da, -ta, '-th', and

cogn. with 01. -tha-h, Gk. -xo<;, L. -tus. Cp.

e.g. Gk. xexap-xo?, L. quar-tus, 'fourth'.

-th, ending of the 3rd pers. sing. pres. indicative.

— See -eth.

Thaddeus, masc. PN. — L. Thaddaeus, fr. Gk.
©oSSaioi;, fr. Talmudic Heb. Tadddy, a name
prob. derived fr. Aram, t^dhayyd (pi.), 'breasts',

which is rel. to Heb. shadh (dual shddhdyim),

Arab, thady, 'breast'.

thakoor, n., lord, master (a term of respect). —
Hind, thdkur, fr. OI. thakkurati, 'chief, man of

rank; idol'; prob. of non-Aryan origin.

thalamo-, before a vowel thalam-, combining



thalamus

form for thalamus (anat.) — Gk. -S^aXajjio-,

•&aXa(i-, fr. S-dcXajio?. See next word.

thalamus, n., part of the brain from which a

nerve emerges (anat.) — L., fr. Gk. ^dcXa^o?,

'inner chamber', which is rel. to ^a.'k6.\j:i], 'den,

lair', stands in gradational relationship to

.9^6X0?, 'vault, vaulted building', and is cogn.

with OSlav. dolu, 'hole, ditch, valley', Goth, dal,

OE. dsel, 'valley'. See dale, 'valley', and cp.

epithalamium, opbthalmo-.

Derivative: thalam-ic, adj.

thalass-, form of thalasso- before a vowel.

thalassian, adj., pertaining to the sea. — Formed
with suff. -an fr. Gk. .S-aXacrtJios, 'of the sea', fr.

.S^dcXacKja, 'sea'; cp. Macedonian SaXiy/av

(ace.), 'sea', a word glossed by Hesychius
;
prob.

of pre-Greek origin.

Derivative: thalassian, n., sea turtle.

thalassic, adj., pertaining to the sea. — Formed
with adj. suflf. -ic fr. Gk. S^iXactia, 'sea'. See

prec. word.

thalasso-, before a vowel thalass-, combining

form denoting the sea. — Gk. x^aXaaao-, fta-

Xaaa-, fr. l^aXaCToa. See thalassian.

thalatto-, before a vowel thalatt-, combining

form identical in meaning with the prec. word.
— Att. Gk. S-aXaTTo-, S-aXaxx-, fr. -i^iiXaTTa,

which corresponds to Gk. o^aXaaaa. See tha-

lasso-.

thalenite, n., an yttrium silicate (mineral.) —
Named after the Swedish physicist T. R. ThaUn
(1827-1905). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

thaler, n., an old German silver coin. — G. Tha-

ler, former spelling of Taler. See taler.

Thalia, n., the Muse of comedy (Greek mythol.)

— L. Thalia, fr. Gk. ©aXsia, lit. 'the blooming

one', rel to S-aXiS, 'abundance', •9-aXoc;, 'scion,

child', -i^aXXot:, 'young shoot, green stalk,

young branch; branch', S^aXsiv, 'to bloom',

T^aXEpo;;, 'blooming, fresh', and cogh. with

Arm. dalar, 'green, fresh; verdure'. Alb. daV

(aor. doia), '1 sprout'. Cp. thallium, thallo-,

thallus. Cp also tetbelin.

Thalia, n., a genus of plants of the arrowroot

family (bot.) — ModL., named after Johann

Thai, a German physician of the 16th century.

For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Thalictrum, n., a genus of plants, the meadow
rue (bot.) — L., 'meadow rue", fr. Gk. {>aAix-

Tpov, of s.m.

tball-, thalli-, thallo-, combining form for 1) thal-

lus; 2) thallium. — Fr. Gk. i>a/.X6?, 'young

shoot; green branch". See Thalia, 'the Muse of

comedy".

thalline, adj., pertaining to a thallus. — Formed
fr. thallus with adj. suff. -ine.

thallium, n., name of a rare metallic element

(chem.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ^oCimc,, 'young

shoot, green branch'; so called in 1861 by Sir

William Crookes (1832-1919), the discoverer of

this element, from the green line in its spectrum.

See Thalia, 'the Muse of comedy'.
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Derivative: thall-ic, adj.

thalloid, adj., resembling a thallus. — Com-
pounded of thallus and Gk. -OoiSyjC. 'like', fr.

elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See -old.

Thallophyta, n., a division of plants (bot.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. ^olXaoc,, 'young

shoot', and (puT6v, 'plant'. See thallus and

-phyte.

thallous, adj., pertaining to thallium. — Sec thal-

lium and -ous.

thallus, n., vegetable tissue (bot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. S-aXXo?, 'young shoot'. See Thalia, 'the

Muse of comedy'.

thalweg, n., the line that follows the bottom of a

valley (phys. geogr.)— G. (now spelled Talweg),

lit. 'dale way'. See dale and way.

thamn-, form of thamno- before a \ owel.

Thamnidium, n., a genus of molds (bot.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idium fr. Gk. -ftdc-

[xvo?, 'bush, shrub', which stands in gradation-

al relationship to -S^ijticov, 'heap", from the stem

of Ti^S-Evai, 'to put, place", whence also S-sixa,

'anything laid down, deposit', &lcri.;, "a placing,

setting'. See theme and cp. next word, the first

element in thamuria and the second element in

Chrysothamnus.

thamno-, before a vowel thamn-, combining form

meaning 'shrub'. — Gk. -SafAvo-, S-at^v-, fr.

dafxvoi;, 'bush, shrub'. See prec. word.

thamuria, n., frequency of urination (med.) —
Medical L., formed fr. Gk. Daaa, "often', and
o5pov, 'urine'. The first element is rel. to Ho-
meric Gk. !>a[ieE(;, fem. ^ajxciai (pi.), 'crowd-

ed, close-set', Gk. ^ajiit^siv, 'to come often',

T>a[iv6q, 'bush, shrub'. See Thamnidium. For

the second element see -uria.

than, conj. — ME. thanne, than, thenne, then, fr.

OE. ponne, pon, panne, 'then, than" ('than'

represents a sense development of later date);

orig. identical with then (q.v.)

thana, also tana, n., a police station i India). -^

Hind, thdnd, thand, fr. OI. sthdna-, "a place of

standing, a post', fr. l.-E. base *st(h)d-, 'to

stand', whence also GV..'irs-rr,[xi (for *(Ti-c[t7;[xi,),

'I cause to stand, 1 place', L. sto. stare, 'to

stand'. See state and cp. words there referred

to.

thanadar, n., the chief of a police station (India).

— Hind, thdndddr, lit. 'holder of a police sta-

tion', fr. Hind, thdnd, 'police station", and Pers.

-ddr, 'holder, possessor". For the first element

see thana; for the second see aumildar and cp.

words there referred to.

thanage, n., rank of a thane. — ME., fr. ML.
thandgium, a hybrid formed fr. ME. theyn,

thayn, and ML. suff. -dgium (fr. OF. -age). See

thane and -age.

thanato-, before a vowel thanat-, combining form

meaning 'death'. — Gk. daviTo-, SavaT-, fr.

.ftavaToi;, 'death', prob. for *dfdvaTo:, fr. l.-E.

base *dhw-en-, 'to be extinguished', whence also

01. ddhvanil, 'vanished', dhvantdh, 'dark'. Cp.

1399 thaumatrope

athanasy, euthanasia. Base *dhw-en- is an en-

largement of base *dhewe-, *dheu-, 'to fly about

like dust; to smoke, be scattered, vanish',

whence /hw«5, 'smoke, steam, vapor'. See thio-

and cp. words there referred to.

thanatoid, adj., deathlike. — Compounded of

thanat- and Gk. -osiSyjc, 'like', fr. eISoi;, 'form,

shape'. See -old.

thane, n. — ME. thein, fr. OE. pegn, pen, 'thane,

man, servant, attendant, soldier', rel. to OS.

thegan, 'follower, warrior, boy', ON. pegn,

'thane, freeman', OHG. thegan, MHG. degen,

G. Degen, "thane, warrior, hero', fr. I.-E. base

*tekno-, whence also OI. tdkman-, 'descendant,

child', Gk. TEzvov, 'child'. This base is a par-

ticipial enlargement of base *tek-, *tok-, 'to

beget, bear', whence Gk. texo?, 'child, the

young of animals', -r6>co?, 'childbirth, offspring,

produce of money, interest', tokeiji;, 'father', in

pi. 'parents', -ri/.TEiv, 'to bring forth, bear',

which stands for *Ti-TX£[.v, reduplication of

*tk-, zero degree of base *tek-. Cp. thegn,

dirndl. Cp. also tecno-, teknonymy, -tocia, toco-.

thank, n. — ME. thank, thank, fr. OE. pane,

pone, 'thought, favor, satisfaction, thanks', prop,

verbal n. fr. pencian, 'to think'; rel. to OS.

thank, ON. pdkk, Dan. tak, Swed. tack, OFris.

thank, thonk, MDu. danc, Du. dank, OHG.,
MHG. danc, G. Dank, Goth, pagks, 'thanks';

see think. Hence thank orig. meant 'thought-

fulness'.

Derivatives: thank, v. (q.v.), thank-fut, adj.,

thank-ful-ly, adv., Ihank-ful-ness, n., thank-less,

adj., thank-less-ly, adv., thank-less-ness, n.

thank, tr. v. — ME. thanken, thonken, fr. OE.
pancian, poncian, fr. pane, pone (see thank, n.)

;

cp. OS. thancdn, ON. pakka, Dan. takke, Swed.

tacka, OFris. thankia, thonkia, MLG., MDu.,
Du. danken, OHG. danchon, MHG., G. danken,

'to thank', which all derive from the respective

noun.

Thargelia, n., a festival of Apollo celebrated on
the 7th of the month of Thargelion (Greek an-

tiq.) — Gk. (-lapvYiXia (scil. tEpi), prop, 'the

festival on which was brought the&!xpYr;Xo?ap-

roc, 'bread baked from the new crop". The ori-

gin of the word i)ipvT]Xo(; is unknown. Cp.

next word.

Thargelion, n., name of the eleventh month of

the Attic Greek year (corresponding to the

second half of May and first half of June).

—

Gk. 0ap-.^/;Xio'jv. prop, 'the month on which the

Thargelia festival was celebrated', fr. 0apyy;Xia,

See prec. word.

tharm, n., intestine (dial.) — OE. parm, pearm,

rel. to OS. tharm, parmr, Dan., Swed. tarm,

OFris. therm, MDu., Du. darm, OHG. daram,

darm, MHG., G. darm, 'gut', fr. Teut. *par-ina-,

which corresponds to l.-E. *tor-mo-, 'lit. 'that

which goes through', from L-E. base *ter-, 'to

pierce, go through', whence also Gk. t6p[io<;,

'hole (into which a pin or peg is stuck)', Tpdt(ii<;,

'the perineum', ^prj\j.a, 'perforation', Tixpav,

'to pierce, perforate' ; for the suff. -ma in Teut.

*par-ma (= E. -m) cp. beam, seam, team. See

throw and cp. terebra.

Thaspium, n., a genus of plants, the meadow
parsnip (bot.)— ModL., coined by the English-

American naturalist Thomas Nuttall (1786-

1859) from a play upon Thapsia, prop, 'flower

of Thapsus', fr. Gk. 0ai];o(;, name of an island.

For the ending see 1st suff. -ium.

that, demonstr. pron. — ME. that, thet, fr. OE.
pait, neut, nom. and ace. sing, of the def. art.

se, seo, pxt, used already in OE. also in de-

monstr. sense. See the, art., and words there

referred to.

Derivatives: that, adj., adv., rel. pron., adv.,

that, conj. (q.v.)

that, conj.— Identical with that, demonstr. pron.

Cp. Gk. OTi L. quod, F. que. It. che, Sp. que,

which show the same sense development. In

German, the demonstr. pronoun das, 'that', is

only graphically distinguished from the con-

junction daji, 'that'.

thatch, tr. v. — ME. thecchen, thacchen, fr. OE.
peccan, 'to cover', rel. to OS. thekkian, ON.
pekja, Swed. tdcka, Dan. dcekke, OFris. thekka,

MDu. decken, Du. dekken, OHG. decchen,

decken, MHG., G. decken, 'to cover', and to

OE. psec, 'roof, thatch', ON. pak, Swed. tak,

Dan. tag, OFris. thek, MLG., MDu., Du. dak,

'roof, OHG. dah, MHG., G. dach, 'roof, fr.

I.-E. base *(s)teg-, 'to cover', whence also L.

tegere, 'to cover', tegumentum, 'a covering',

tectum, 'roof (prop. neut. pp. of tegere used as

a noun), tegula, 'tile', toga, 'toga', Olr. tech, teg,

OW. tig, 'house', Olr. -tuigim, 'I cover', OCo.,

W. to, 'roof, Gk. T^yoi;, TEyy), 'roof, and

—

with initial j—OI. sthdgati, sthagayati, 'covers

hides, conceals', Gk. aT^yetv, 'to cover', <iTEyo?,

OT^yY], 'roof, CTTsyavoc, 'covering; covered',

OSlav. o-stegu, 'garment', o-stegruiti, 'to cover',

OPruss. steege, 'bam', stogis, 'roof, Lith.

stdgas, 'roof. Cp. deck, deckle. Cp. also detect,

detective, integument, obtected, protect, stegano-,

tecto- (fr. L. tectum, 'roof'), tectorial, tectrices,

tegument, thug, tile, tog, toga.

Derivatives: thatch-er, n., thatch-ing, n.

thatch, n. — ME. thacche, fr. thecchen, thacchen,

"to thatch". See thatch, v.

Derivative: thatch-y, adj.

thaumasite, n., a calcium silicate, carbonate and

sulfate (mineral.)— Coined fr. Gk. •frayiiaCE'v,

'to wonder" (see thaumato-), and subst. suff. -ite;

so called in allusion to its remarkable composi-

tion.

thaumato-. before a vowel thaumat-, combining

form meaning 'wonder". — Gk. xhaunaxo-, &au-

[iaT-, fr. ftaOpLx, gen. S-aufxaxo;, 'wonder, a

wondrous thing', prop, 'a thing to look at', fr.

*8-af-, 'to look at', and rel. to S-eS (for *l>a-

fa), 'sight, spectacle'. See theater.

duuimatrope, n., an optical instrument showing



thaumaturge

the persistence of visual impressions. — Com-
pounded of Gk. &au[xa, 'wonder' and -xpoTroi;,

'that which turns', fr. xpiTto?, xpoTi^, 'turn,

turning'. See thanmat- and -trope,

thaumaturge, n., 1) a worker of miracles; 2) a
magician. — ML. thaumaturgus, fr. Gk. -S-au-

[AaToupY6(;, 'wonder working', which is com-
pounded of S-au|ji,a, gen. 8^aii(xaT0(;, 'wonder',

and Spyov, 'work'. See tfaaumat- and work and
cp. ergon,

thaumaturgy, n., magic. — Gk. fta-jjiaToupyta,

'magic', Ut. 'wonder working' (n.), fr. ^aujxa-
Toupyoi;. See prec. word and -y (representing

Gk. -is).

Derivatives
: thaumaturg-ic, thaumaturg-ic-al,

adjs., thaumaturg-ist, n.

thaw, intr. and tr. v., to melt. — ME. thawen, fr.

OE. pdwian, rel. to ON. peyja, MLG. douwen,
doien, MDu. douwen, doyen, Du. dooien, OHG.
douwen, dewen, MHG. touwen, touwen, G. tauen,

'to thaw', OS. farthewian, OHG. firdouwen,

MHG. verdouwen, verdouwen, G. verdauen, 'to

digest', prop, 'to liquefy', fr. I.-E. base *td-,

*tu-, 'to melt', whence also OI. toyam, 'water',

Ossetic thayun, 'to thaw', Arm. t'anam, 'I mois-
ten', Olr. tarn, 'pestilence', W. tawdd, 'molten'.

Dor Taxsiv, Ion. xrjxEtv, 'to melt, waste, be
consumed', Taxepo?, 'melting; tender, soft', L.

tdbere, of s.m., OSlav. tajati, 'to melt'. Cp. eu-

tectic, eutexia, tabes, tiglic. Cp. also the second
element in laurustine. For the sense develop-
ment of OS. farthewian, etc., 'to digest', cp.

Swed. smdlta, 'to smelt; to digest'.

Derivatives: thaw, n., thaw-er, n.

the, def. article. — ME., fr. OE. pe, a blend of
earlier se, 'that, the', and pnet, of s.m. (see that).

OE. se, fern, sea, is rel. to ON. sa (masc), su

(fem.), 'that', Goth, sa (masc), so (fem.),

'that', and cogn. with OI. sd, sdh (masc), sd
(fem.), Avestic hd, ho (masc), hd (fem.), Toch.
A sas, B se (masc), sd-u (fem.), 'this', Gk. 6

(masc), 7) (fem.), 'the' ; from the I.-E. demonstr.
base *so-, *sd, 'that; the'. — OE. pxt is rel. to

ON. pat (neut.), 'that', Swed. den (masc. and
fem.), del (neut.), 'the', Dan. den, det, 'that',

OFris. thi (masc), thiu (fem.), thet (neut.), Du.
de, 'the', dot, 'that', OHG., MHG. der (masc),
diu (fem.), rfaj (neut.), G. der (masc), die (fem.),

das (neut.), 'the', Goth, pata (neut.), 'the', and
cogn. with OI. tad (neut.), Avestic tat (neut.),

'it, that', Toch. B. te (neut.), 'this', Gk. t6
(neut.), 'the', OSlav. ta (masc), ta (fem.), to

(neut.), Russ. tot (masc), ta (fem.), to (neut.),

'that', Lith. tds (masc), ta (fem,), 'that'. Cp. the

second element in L. is-te (masc), is-ta (fem.),

is-tud (neut.), 'that of yours or near you'. Arm.
-d, as e.g. in ter-d, 'the master (who is) here'.

Alb. tE, 'in order that', Olr. to, W. do, 'yes'. Cp.
also Hitt. Id (neut. pi., ; masc. sing, is tas, sas),

'that'. All these words derive from the I.-E.

demonstr. base *to-, *ta-, 'that, the'. Cp. they,

them, their, than, then, thence, there, this, these.
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thither, those, thus and the second element in

both, since, sith. Cp. also tales, tauto-, the first

element in tantamount and the second element
in idem, tandem. Cp. also ye, def article.

the, adv., by so much — used before the com-
parative. — ME. thi, the, fr. OE. py, pe, instru-

mental case of the def. article. See prec. word.
the-, form of theo- before a vowel.

Thea, n., a genus of plants of the Tea family

(bat.)— ModL., explained by the Swedish bot-

anist Carolus Linnaeus (1707-78) as 'the divine

plant', fr. Gk. -Sea, 'goddess', but in reality, of
the same origin as E. tea. Cp. theine.

Theaceae, n. pi., the tea family {hot.) — Formed
fr. Thea with sufif. -aceae.

theaceous, adj., pertaining to the tea family. —
See prec. word and -aceous.

theandric, adj., pertaining to the combination of
divine and human. — Eccles. Gk. deavSptxoe,

compounded of Gk. &e6<;, 'god', avy;p, gen.

dcvSp6i;, 'man', and suff. -txo?. See theo-, andro-

and adj. suff. -ic.

theanthropic, theanthropicai, adj., both divine

and human. — Formed with suff. -ic, resp. -ical,

fr. Eccles. Gk. S-ediv^ptOTto;, which is com-
pounded of Gk. ^z6q, 'god', and av^ptdTto;;,

'man'. See theo- and anthropo- and cp. prec.

word.

theanthropism, n., anthropomorphism. — See

prec. word and -ism.

theanthropist, n., a believer in theanthropism. —
See prec. word and -ist.

thearchy, n., 1) divine rule; 2) theocracy. — Ec-

cles. Gk. -^Eapxia, compounded of Gk. S^eo?,

'god", and -apxia, fr. apx^'v, 'to lead, rule'.

See theo- and -archy.

Derivative: thearch-ic, adj.

theater, theatre, n. — ME. theatre, fr. MF. thea-

tre (F. theatre), fr. L. thedtrum, fr. Gk. ^saxpov,

'theater', lit. 'a place for seeing", formed with
-Tpov, a suff. denoting place, fr. i>e5, 'sight,

spectacle', which stands for *9-afa, **7]f7),

whence Dor. •&a^o[jiai (for *fl^afEO[xai), Ion.

&r)EO(j.aL (for *^?ka\ia.\), Att. i^Eaofxai, 'I

behold', ^£T;T?)?, Att. ^tv.-:r,c. 'spectator',

•?^au(ia, 'wonder'. Cp. thaumato-, theory,

theatrical, also [rarely) theatric, adj. — Late L.

thedtricus, fr. L. thedtrum. See prec word and
the suffixes -ic and -al.

Derivatives: theatrical-ity, n., theatrical-ize, tr.

v., theatrical-iz-ation, n., theatrical-ly, adv.,

theatric-als, n. pi.

tliebaine, thebain, n., a white cr>stalline poison-

ous alkaloid (chem.)— Formed with chem. suff.

-ine, -in, fr. Gk. 0^(3ai, L. Thebae, 'Thebes'.

Thebaine lit. means 'alkaloid of Thebes".

thee-, form of theco- before a vowel.

theca, n., case, capsule (hot. and zool.) — L.

theca, fr. Gk. -S^jctj, 'a case in which to put

anything', from the base of TiOsvat, 'to put,

place', whence also &e(ia, 'a placing, setting'.

See theme and words there referred to and cp.
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esp. tick, 'cover', which is a doublet of theca.

Cp. also the second element in bibliotheca,

endothecium, exothecium, ootheca, perithecium.

Derivatives: thec-al, thec-ate, adjs.

Thecla, Thekla, fem. PN. — L. Thecla, fr. Gk.
©exXa, contraction of ^EOxXeia, fem. of

S^eoxXt]?, lit. 'god-famed'. See theo- and loud,

theco-, before a vowel thee-, combining form

meaning 'case, capsule'. — Gk. &t]xo-, &y)x-,

fr. •&r]X7). See theca.

thee, objective case of thou. — ME., fr. OE. pe,

dat. and ace of pU, 'thou'. See thou.

Derivative: thee, tr. v., to address as thee; intr.

v., to use thee in addressing a person.

thee, intr. v., to grow, thrive. — OE. theon, rel.

to OS. thihan, OFris. thigia, MDu. {ghe)dien,

Du. gedijen, OHG. (gi)dihan, MHG. gedihen,

G. gedeihen, Goth. (ga)peihan, fr. I.-E. base

teng-, 'to be thick or strong'. See tight,

theelin, n., a crystalline hormone (biochem.) —
Formed with suflf. -in fr. Gk. •8^Xu;, 'female'.

See thely-.

theft, n. — ME. thefte, thiefthe, fr. OE. peofd,

Piejd, Pyfd, fr. psof, 'thief. Cp. ON. Pyf, Pyft,

and OFris. thiufthe, thiUfte, and see thief and

subst. suff. -t.

thegn, n. — A var. of thane,

theine, thein, n., anothername for caffeine {chem.)

— F. theine, formed with chem. suflf. -ine, -in, fr.

Thea ; so called because it occurs in tea.

their, possessive pron.— ME. their, thair, fr. ON.
peir(r)a, 'of them", gen. pi. of the demonstr.

pron. sd, sa, pat, and rel. to OE. pdra, pxra,

gen. pi. of the def article. See they and cp.

them, that.

theirs, possessive pron. — Formed from prec.

word with suff. -s, on analogy of his.

theism, n., belief in a personal God. — Formed
with suff. -ism fr. Gk. •8^e6c, 'god', which prob

stands for *dhes-os, and is cogn. with Arm. dik\

'gods' (which prob. stands for *dhes-es), OI

dhisnyah, 'pious, devoted', L. fdnum (for *fas

nom), 'consecrated place, temple', /enae (fr. OL
fesiae), 'holy days, festivals', /ei/Mi, 'festive'; fr

I.-E. base *dhes- (= L. *fes-, *fas-), 'holy'. Cp,

apotheosis, atheism, ditheism, enthusiasm, heno-

theism, hylotheism, monotheism, pantheism, poly-

theism, Thecla, theo-, Theodore, Thespesia,

Thespian, theurgy, Timothy, tritheism, zootheism

Cp. also fair, fane, feast. Fedora.

theism, n., a morbid condition due to the exces-

sive use of tea. — Formed fr. Thea, 'tea', with

suflf. -ism. Cp. theine.

theist, n., an adherent of theism.— See theism (fr.

Gk. Seoc \ and -ist and cp. atheist, henothelst,

monotheist, pantheist, polyttieist.

Derivatives: iheist-ic, theist-ic-al, adjs., theist-

ic-al-ly, adv.

Theleme, n., name of an abbey in Rabelais' Gar-

gantua, given as reward to Friar John. The only

rule in the abbey was to be "Fay ce que voul-

dras" ("Do what you like"). — Gk. HXruia,

'will', fr. ftiXEiv, s^IXeiv, 'to will, wish', which

is prob. cogn. with Arm. gei-j, 'wish', OSlav.

zelijd, zeliti, 'to wish'.

thelitis, n., inflammation of the nipple (med.) —
Medical L., formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk. -^igXT),

'teat, nipple'. See thely-.

thelium, n., nipple, papilla. —• ModL., fr. Gk.

StjXt), 'teat, nipple'. See thely-.

thely-, combining form meaning 'female',— Gk.

StjXu-, fr. -S-^Xu?, 'feminine', which is rel. to

&7)Xy), 'teat, nipple', fr. I.-E. base *dhe-, *dhei-,

*dh^-, 'to suck, suckle', whence also OI. dhdyati,

'sucks', h.feldre, 'to snck', fllius (assimilated fr.

*felios), 'son'. See filial and cp. theelin and the

second element in endothelium, epithelium,

mesothelium.

thelytokous, adj., producing only females.— Gk.

fl-ir)XuT6xoc, 'bearing females', compounded of

d7]Xu- (see thely-) and -toxo;, 'bearing', from

the stem of rixTEw, 'to bring forth, bear'. See

thane and cp. toco-. For E. -ous, as equivalent

to Gk. -0?, see -ous.

them, pron. — ME., a blend of ME. tham, fr.

OE. pxm, dat, pi. of pe, 'the, that', and of ME.
theim, fr. ON. peim, dat. pi. of the demonstr.

and personal pron.; see the, art. Them is the

objective case of they (q.v.)

thema, n., thema, subject. •— L., fr. Gk. &i[i.ai,

'that which is placed'. See theme,

thematic, adj., 1) pertaining to the theme (stem)

of a word; 2) pertaining to a theme (music). —
Gk. &E(j.aTi.x6?, fr. &i[La.. See next word and

adj. suff. -ic.

theme, n. — ME. teme, fr. OF. tesme (F. theme),

fr. L. thema, fr. Gk. ^iiia, gen. -^Ijia-ro?, 'that

which is placed', from the stem of xtS-^vai, 'to

put, place', whence also ^eoi?, 'a placing, set-

ting' ^xv), 'case in which to put something',

&ip.iQ, 'right, law, decree' ^eciy.6<;, 'law, rule,

precept', lit. 'that which is laid down', fr. I.-E.

base *dhe-, 'to put, place'. See do, v., and cp.

next word. Cp. also agonothete, anathema, an-

tithesis, apothecary, apothecium, apothem, athe-

tize, athetosis, bibliotheca, Chrysothamnus, dia-

thesis, enthetic, epenthesis, epithet, Euthamia,

hypothec, hypothesis, hypothetic, logothete, mo-

nothetic, parathesis, parenthesis, perithecium,

prosthesis, prosthetic, prothesis, synthesis, syn-

thetic, Thamnidium, thamno-, thamnuria, theca,

Themis, thesurus, thesis, thesmothete, thetic,

Thomomys, tick, 'cover', treasure, typothetae.

Cp. also the second element in etiiical. For the

ending see suff. -ma.

Themis, n., personification of law and justice. —

•

L., fr. Gk. ©Efiii;, 'the goddess of law and jus-

tice', fr. i>et"?, 'right, law, decree'. See theme

and cp. the first element in Thomomys. Cp. also

doom.

then, adv. — ME. thanne, than, ihenne, then, fr.

OE. ponne, pan, psenne, rel to OS., OFris.

thanna, than, ON. pa, MDu. danne, dan, Du.

dan, OHG. thanne, denne, MHG. danne, denne.



thenar

dan, den, G. dann, Goth, jyan, 'then'; from the

I.-E. demonstr. base *to-, *ta-. See the, art., and

cp. than,

Derivatives: then, adj. and n.

thenar, n., the palm of the hand (anat.) — Medi-

cal L., fr. Gk. *Evap, 'palm of the hand', which

is cogn. with OHG. tenar, MHG. tener, 'palm

of the hand'. Cp. the second element in opisthe-

nar.

Derivative: thenar, adj.

thence, adv. — ME. thannes, thennes (formed,

with adverbial gen. suff. -s, from earlier thanne,

thenne), contracted later into thens (written

thence, in order to show that the .s has the voice-

less sound), fr. OE. panon, which is rel. to OS.

thanana, ON. pana, OFris. thana, OHG. dan-

nana, dannan (= G. von danneri), 'thence'. See.

that. For the spelling with -ce cp. hence, whence.

theo-, before a vowel the-, combining form mean-

ing 'god'. Gk. ftso-, ^s-, fr. S^e6?, 'god'. See

1st theism.

Theobald, masc. PN.— ML. Theobaldus, fr. OG.
Theudobald Theodhald (rel. to OE. peodbeald),

fr. theuda, 'folk, people', and bald, 'bold'. (The

change of OG. Theudobald, Theodbald to ML.
Theobaldus is due to the influence of names be-

ginning with Theo-, fr. Gk. &£6?, 'god'.) For

the first element see Dutch and cp. words there

referred to. For the second element see bold

and cp. the first element in Baldwin. Cp. also

Aldine.

Theobroma, n., a genus of plants of the chocolate

family (hot.) — ModL., coined by the Swedish

botanist Carolus Linnaeus (1707-78) fr. theo-

and Gk. |3pc6^a, 'food', which is rel. to popa,

'food', and cogn. with L. vorare, 'to devour'.

See voracious and cp. devour. Cp. also Abroma.

The name prop, refers to the cocoa as 'the food

of the gods'.

theobromine, n., a bitter crystaUine compound,

CjHgNjOj, which occurs in cacao beans (chem.)

— Coined fr. ModL. Theobroma (see prec.

word) with chem. suff. -ine.

tbeocentric, adj., considering God as the center

of all things. — Compounded of theo- and cen-

tric.

theocracy, n. — Gk. ^eoxpaxiS, 'the rule of

God', coined by the Jewish historian Josephus

(cca 38-cca 100), fr. ^£6? (see theo-) and

-y.pa-ria, 'rule of", fr. xpdcToq, 'strength, power,

rule'. See -cracy.

tfaeocrat, n., one who rules under theocracy. —
Compounded of theo- and -crat. Cp. prec.

word.

theocratic, adj., pertaining to theocracy. — See

theocracy and 1st -atic.

theodicean, adj., pertaining to theodicy.— Form-

ed from next word with sutf. -ean.

theodicy, n., vindication of divine justice. — F.

theodicee, ht. 'justice of God', formed by the

German philosopher, Baron Gottfried Wilhelm

von Leibniz (1646-1716) in 1710 fr. theo- and
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Gk. Stxy), 'justice', whence Sixdci^siv, 'to judge',

SixacTT)?, 'judge'. See dicast.

theodolite, n., an instrument for measuring

angles. — Of uncertain origin.

Theodora, n., fem. PN. — Gk. QeoStipa, fem. of

©eoSfopo?. See next word.

Theodore, masc. PN. — L. Theodorus, fr. Gk.

©soSfopo?, lit. 'gift of God', compounded of

9-£6(; (see theo-) and Siopov, 'gift'. See donation

and cp. prec. word and Dorothea. Cp. also

Fedora.

Theodoric, masc. PN. — Late L. Theodoricus, a

name of Gothic origin lit. meaning 'ruler of the

people'. Cp. Goth, piuda, 'people', and *reiks,

'ruler', which is rel. to reiki, 'rule, empire,

kingdom'. For the first element see Dutch and

cp. words there referred to. For the second ele-

ment see Reich.

Theodosia, fem. PN. — Gk. ©eoSoaiS, lit. 'gift

of God', compounded of -^eo- (see theo-) and

S6(jii;, 'gift'. See dose.

theogony, n., the origin of the gods in heathen

theology. — Gk. deoyovia, 'origin of the gods',

compounded of fl-eoq, 'god', and -yovia, fr.

yovog, 'race, birth, descent', which stands in

gradational relationship to vsvo;, 'race, de-

scent'. See theo- and genus.

Derivatives: theogon-ic, theogon-ic-al, adjs.

theolatry, n., worship of a god.— Gk. ^eoXarps-

ia, compounded of^zbc, (see theo-) and -Xaxpsi-

a, -XaTpta, fr. Xaxpeia, 'service worship'.

See -latry.

theologian, n. — MF. (= F.) theologien, fr. theo-

logie, 'theology', fr. Eccles. L. theologia. See

theology and -an.

theological, adj. — Eccles. L. iheologicdlis, fr.

theologicus, fr. theologia. See theology and -ical.

Derivatives: theological, n., theological-h, adv.

theologico-, combining form meaning 'theologi-

cal and'. — See theological.

theologue, n., theologian {obsol. and colloq.) -^

Eccles. L. theologus. See theologian.

theology, n. — ME. theologie, fr. Eccles. L.

theologia, fr. Gk. ScoXoyia, 'science of divine

things', fr. dsoXoyo;, 'student of divine things',

which is compounded of ^s6c (see theo-) and

-Xovia, fr. -Xovo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain

manner); one who deals (with a certain topic".

See theo- and -logy.

theomachy, n., battle of, or with, the gods. —
Gk. &£0(iaxta, compounded of f^io: (see theo-)

and -aayta, fr. i'-i-X'Tj, 'battle'. See -macby.

theomorphic, adj., having the form of a god. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. &s6(jiopcpoc,

which is compounded of &£6c (see theo-) and

aop9Y;, 'form, shape'. See theo- and morpho-.

theophany, n., appearance of God to man. —
Eccles. L. theophania, fr. Gk. &£09avEia, -Ssocpx-

via, 'manifestation of God', compounded of

^e6^ (see theo-) and the stem of tftd-iza^rt'., 'to

appear'. See phantasm and cp. tiffany. For the

ending see suff. -y (representing Gk. -eta, -iS ).
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Theophilus, masc. PN. — L., fr. Gk. ©£691X01;,

lit. 'loved by the gods', fr. ^zoq, 'god', and

91X0?, 'loved, beloved'. See theo- and pbilo-.

theopneustic, adj., divinely inspired..— Formed

with suff. -ic fr. Gk. S-EOTtveuaTOC, fr. 9-£6<; (see

theo-) and -TtvEutsToc;, '-inspired', prop, verbal

adj. of TtvEEiv, 'to breathe, inspire'. See pneuma.

theorbo, n., an obsolete kind of lute (mus.) — F.

theorbe, teorbe, fr. earlier tuorbe, tiorbe, fr. It.

tiorba, which is of unknown origin.

theorem, n., a general statement. — Late L.

theorema, fr. Gk. &£(ip7];xa, 'sight, spectacle',

fr. S^EupEiv, 'to look at, behold', fr. ^Ecopoi;,

'spectator'. See theory and -ma.

theorematic, theorematical, adj. — Formed with

suff. -ic, resp. -ical, fr. Gk. *£cbpri[ia, gen.&sM-

pifjfxaToi;, See prec. word.

Derivative: theorematical-ly, adv.

theory, n. — Late L. theoria, fr. Gk. ^Ewpta,

'spectacle, contemplation, consideration', fr.

a-Etopo?, 'spectator', from the stem of ^EaaS^ai,

'to see, behold', whence also SsaTpov, 'theater',

lit. 'a place for seeing'. See theater and -y

presenting Gk. -la).

Derivatives: theor-ist, n., Iheor-ize, intr. and tr.

v., theor-iz-ation, n., theoriz-er, n.

theosophy, n. — ML. theosophia, fr. Late Gk.

&Eo<709ia, 'knowledge of divine things', which

is compounded of Gk. ^sdc, (see theo-) and

0091a, 'skill, wisdom', fr. (10961;, 'skilled, wise'.

See sophist.

Derivatives: theosoph-ic, iheosoph-ic-al, adjs.,

theosoph-ist, n.

ther-, form of thero- before a vowel.

-ther, suff. expressing comparison, alternative,

etc., as in further, hither, thither, either. —
Compar. suff., from l.-E. base *ter-, *tr-,

whence Ol. -tara, Gk. -xepo;, L. -terus, lit.

'beyond'. Co. Ol. tatra, 'there, thither', L.

trans, 'beyond', and see trans-. Cp. also allotrio-,

alter, contra-, deteriorate, deutero-, dexter, ei-

ther, esoteric, exoteric, exterior, hetero-, hinder,

hither, hysteron proteron, inter-, iterate, magis-

ter, minister, neither, nostrum, other, presbyter,

preter-, sinister, subter-, thither, ulterior, ultra-,

whether.

theralite, n., name of a group of plutonic rocks

(petrology). — Lit. 'the stone hunted after", fr.

Gk. ^Tjpav, 'to hunt, chase, to hunt after', and

Xi^o?, 'stone'; it was so called because its dis-

covery was expected. Gk. &v;pav derives fr.

^r;pa, 'hunting of wild beasts, chase', fr. •9-/;p,

'beast of prey'; see theriac and cp. words there

referred to. For Gk. Xi&o;, see litho-.

therapeutic, therapeutical, adj. — Gk. •&Epa-£'jTi-

xoe, lit. 'inclined to serve', hence 'attentive, on

obedient, able to cure', fr. S^EparceuEtv, 'to wait

serve, attend, fr. ^EpaTCcov, 'servant, attendant',

fr. S-ipaiJj, gen. &£pa7ro?, of s.m. The suff. -e'jeiv

in *epaTceuetv is due to the analogy of verbs in

which the diphthong eu belonged to the stem as

e.g. in paeriXciieiv, 'to be king, to rule', fr. Pa-

oiXeij;, 'king', kpEUEtv, 'to be a priest, to offer,

sacrifice', fr. tEpEuc, 'priest'. Gk. -^Epaiji is of

uncertain origin. It possibly derives fr. I.-E.

base *dher(e)-, 'to hold, support', which ap-

pears in Gk. -S-povot;, 'seat, chair, throne', L.

firmus, 'strong'. See firm, adj., and cp. words

there referred to. For the ending see suff. -ic,

resp. also -al.

Derivative: therapeutical-ly, adv.

therapeutics, n., that branch of medicine which

deals with the treatment and cure of disease. —
See prec. word and -ics.

-therapy, combining form meaning 'treatment,

cure'. Fr. Gk. •^EpaTrsia, 'a waiting on, service,

attendance", fr. i^EpaTicov. See therapeutic and

-y (representing Gk. -£ia).

there, adv. — ME. thar, ther, fr. OE. par, pier,

per, rel. to OFris. ther, OS. thdr, ON. par, Dan.,

Swed. der, Du. daar, OHG. dar, MHG. ddr, da,

Goth, par, 'there', and cogn. with Ol. Idr-hi,

'then', fr. I.-E. *tar-, 'there', enlargement of

pron. base *to-, *ta-. See the, art., and cp. words

there referred to.

thereabouts, thereabout, adv. — ME. ther aboute,

fr. OE. pwr abutan, 'about that'. See there and

about,

thereafter, adv. — ME. therafter, fr. OE. pxr

sefter, 'after that'. See there and after,

thereat, adv. — ME., fr. OE. pSr kt. "there". See

there and at.

thereby, adv. — ME. iherby, fr. OE. p^rhig, 'by

that". See there and by.

therefor, adv. — ME. therfor, therfore, therefor,

therefore, 'for that' ; ME. fore is a secondary

form of/or. See there and for and cp. next word.

therefore, adv.— ME. therfor, etc. See prec. word.

therefrom, adv. — ME. therfrom. See there and

from. The orig. spelling was there from.

therein, adv. — ME. therin, fr. OE. pxrin, fr.

pxr, 'there', and in, 'in'. See there and in, prep.

thereof, adv. — ME. therof, fr. OE. pier of, 'of

that'. See there and of.

thereon, adv. — ME. theron, fr. OE. pxr on, 'on

that'. See there and on.

thereout, adv. — ME. theoute, fr. OE. p^rUt,

pxrute, 'outside'. See there and out.

thereover, adv. — ME. ther over, fr. OE. pxrofer,

'over that'. See there and over.

Theresa, also Teresa, fem. PN. — F. Therese, fr.

L. Therasia, Theresia, which is prob. rel. to

Therasia, fr. Gk. ©ripaoCa, name of two islands

one near Sicily (now called Vulcanello) the

other near Crete (still called ©vjpiaia I.

thereto, adv. — ME. therto, fr. OE. pxrto, 'to

that'. See there and to.

thereunder, adv. — ME. therunder, fr. OE. pSr-

under, 'under that'. See there and under.

thereupon, adv. — ME. ther upon, fr. OE. pier

uppan. See there and upon.

Theieva, n., the type genus of the stiletto flies ien-

tomol.)— ModL., lit. 'hunter', fr. Gk. »r,pEU£iv,

'to hunt*, fr. &tip, 'beast'. Sec therio-.



I herevidae

Therevidae, n. pi., a family of flies, the stiletto

flies (emomol.) — ModL., formed with suflf.

-idae from prec. word.

therewith, adv. — ME. therwith, fr. OE. p&r wid,

pxrwid, 'with that". See there and with,

therewithal, adv. — Compounded of there and
withal,

theri-, form of therio- before a vowel.

theriac, n., an ancient antidote for poison. — L.

theriaca, fr. Gk. S'Vjpiaxr], 'antidote' (for-^Tfjpia-

K7) avTiSoai?), fern, of •^loptaxo?, 'pertaining

to wild or poisonous animals', fr. -^Tipiov, 'beast',

dimin. of S^vjp (see therio- and cp. treacle). The
name for antidote was coined by Andromachus,
a native of Crete and contemporary of Nero

;

the antidote for snake poison, invented by him,
was composed of 61 various ingredients, the

most important of which was the dried flesh of
vipers, whence the name of the antidote *r]pia-

y-il (scil. avTiSo-roi;), lit. 'animal (antidote)'.

therianthropic, adj., combining human and ani-

mal form (as the centaur). — Formed with adj.

suff'. -ic fr. Gk. ^piav^pcoTioi;, 'beast man', fr.

•S-Tjpiov, 'beast, animal', and av-S-puTTo;, 'man'.

See therio- and anthropo-.

Theridiidae, n. pi., a family of spiders (entomol.)

— ModL., formed with suff'. -idae fr. Gk. &7]pi-

Siov, dimin. of &r,plov, itself dimin. of B-rip,

'beast, animal'. See therio-.

therio-, before a vowel theri-, combining form
meaning 'wild beast'. — Gk. &y;pto-, *7ipt-, fr.

Srjpiov, "wild animal, beast, animal', formally a

dimin. of {>rjp, of s.m., which is rel. to Lesbian
Gk. 9r]p, of s.m., from L-E. base ghwer-, 'wild,

wild animal', whence also L. ferus, 'wild'. See
fierce and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

prec. word and the second element in Acera-
therium,Dinotheriiim, Megatherium, Nyctereutes,

Oenothera, paleothere.

theriomorphic, adj., having the form of an ani-

mal.— Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. fl-r^pio-

|j.op90(;, which is compounded of ^rjpiov, 'ani-

mal', and aop9r;, 'form, shape'. See therio- and
morpho-.

theriomorphous, adj., theriomorphic. — See prec.

word and -morphous.

therium, combining form denoting a genus ofani-
mals (conventionally mammals). — ModL., fr.

Gk. O^r.prov, 'animal". See therio-.

therm, n., British thermal unit (physics). — Gk.
^Epii.T,, 'heat', rel. to -S-sTpiio?, 'warm', which
stands for *g'^'hermos, fr. I.-E. base *g^her-,

'warm'. See warm and cp. thermae, Thermidor,
thermion, thermo-, athermancy, diathermancy,

diathermic, hydrothermal, isothere, isotherm,

therm-, form of thermo- before a vowel.

thermae, n. pi., hot springs or baths. — L., fr.

Gk. S^fi^ai, pi. of ^Epp-v;, 'heat'. See prec.

word.

thermal, adj., pertaining to thermae; pertaining

to heat. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

thermae. See therm.
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thermantidote, n., an apparatus for cooling the

air. — Compounded of therm and antidote.

thermesthesia, thermaesthesia, n., sensitiveness to

heat (physiol.) — Compounded of therm and
esthesia.

-thermia, also -thermy, combining form denot-
ing; 1) the state of heat; 2) generation or ap-

plication of heat. — ModL. -thermia, formed
fr. Gk. *ep(i7], 'heat', with L. suff. -ia. See
therm and -y (representing L. -ia).

thermic, adj., pertaining to heat. — Formed with
adj. suflf. -ic fr. Gk. ^i?]x-ri, 'heat'. See therm.

Thermidor, n., the eleventh month (lasting fr.

July 19th to Aug. 17th) of the French revolu-

tionary calendar. — A word coined by Fabre
d'figlantine in 1793 fr. Gk. &^p[x>], 'heat', and
Scopov, 'gift'; see therm and donation.

Thermidorian, n. (French hist.) — F. Thermido-
rien, lit. 'pertaining to Thermidor'. See prec.

word and -ian.

thermion, n., an electrically charged particle

emitted from an incandescent body (physics).—
Coined by the English physicist Sir Owen
Willans Richardson (1879-1959) fr. Gk. ^epixr;,

'heat'. See therm and -ion.

Derivatives: thermion-ic, adj., thermionics (q.v.)

thermionics, n. pi., that branch of physics which
deals with the emission of electrons from heated

bodies. — See prec. word and -ics.

thermit, n., a mixture of aluminum with an iron

oxide (trade mark)— G., formed fr. Gk. -^epfiT),

'heat' (see therm) with suff. -it, fr. Gk. -f-rv)i;

(see subst. suff. -ite) ; so called because of the

great heat it produces when it is ignited.

thermo-, before a vowel therm-, combining form
meaning 'heat'. — Gk. d£p(xo-, &ep|i.-, fr.

•^EpixT], 'heat'. See therm.

thermobarometer, n., a thermometer used for

measuring the altitude by determining the boil-

ing point of water. — Compounded of thermo-

and barometer.

thermochemistry, n., that branch of chemistry

which deals with the relation between heat and
chemical action. — Compounded of thermo-

and chemistry.

thermocouple, n., a thermoelectric couple. —
Compounded of thermo- and couple.

thermodynamics, n., that branch of physics which

deals with the reaction between heat and me-
chanical energy. — Compounded of thermo-

and dynamics.

thermoelectric, adj., pertaining to thermoelectric-

ity. — Compounded of thermo- and electric.

Derivatives: thermoelectric-al, adj., thermoelec-

tric-al-ly, adv.

thermoelectricity, n., electricity produced by heat.

— Compounded of thermo- and electricity.

thermoelectrometer, n., an instrument for meas-

uring the power of an electric current by the

heat which it produces. — Compounded of
thermo- and electrometer.

ttaermogenesis, n., the production of heat, esp. in

I

160S

the body. — Compounded of thermo- and

genesis,

thermogenetic, adj., pertaining to thermogenesis.

— Compounded of thermo- and genetic,

thermogenic, adj., relating to the production of

heat.— Compounded of thermo- and -genie.

thermogenous, adj., thermogenic. — Compound-

ed of thermo- and -genous.

thermogram, n., the record produced by a ther-

mograph. — Compounded of thermo- and Gk.

Yp(X(ji,|j!.a, 'that which is written'. See -gram.

thermograph, n., a self-registering thermometer.

— Compounded of thermo- and Gk. -Ypa9oi;,

fr. Ypa9ew, 'to write'. See -graph.

thermolabile, adj., unstable when subjected to

moderate heat. — A hybrid coined fr. Gk.

^£p[jL7), 'heat', and L. Idbilis, 'unstable, waver-

ing'. See therm and labile and cp. thermostable.

thermology, n., the study of heat. — Com-
pounded of thermo- and Gk. -XoyiS, fr.

-Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (vnth a certain topic)'. See -logy.

thermolysis, n., 1) dissociation by heat (chem.);

2) dispersion of heat from the body (physiol.)—
G. Thermolyse, coined by the German pharma-

cist Karl Friedrich Mohr (1806-79) fr. thermo-

and Gk. Xiiai;, 'a loosing, a setting free; dis-

solution', fr. XuEiv, 'to loose, set free; to dis-

solve'. See lysis.

thermometer, n.— F. thermometre, coined by the

Jesuit Father Leurdchon in 1624 fr. Gk. ^i?]XT\,

'heat', and jji^Tpov, 'measure'. See therm and

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

thermometry, n., the measurement of heat. —
Compounded of thermo- and Gk. -(xsTpta, 'a

measuring of. See -metry.

Derivatives : thermometr-ic, thermometr-ic-al,

adjs., thermometr-ic-al-ly, adv.

thermophile, thermophilic, adj., 'heat loving' (said

of certain bacteria). — Compounded of thermo-

and Gk. 91X0?, 'friend'. See philo-.

thermophore, n., an apparatus for conveying heat.

— Gk. &sp|i096po?, 'boiler', compounded of

^£p|iY), 'heat', and -r^ogoc,, 'carrying'. See

therm and -phore.

thermopile, n., a thermoelectric battery. — A hy-

brid coined fr. Gk. ^i?\i-Ti, 'heat', and L. pila,

'pillar'. See therm and pile, 'heap'.

thermoplegia, n., a heatstroke. — Compounded
of thermo- and Gk. TtXrjYr,, 'blow, stroke',

which is cogn. with L. pldga, 'stroke, wound'.

See plague and 1st -ia.

thermos bottle, thermos flask.— Fr. Gk. S^£p[x6<;,

'warm, hot', which is rel. to •^epfir;, 'heat". See

therm.

tfaennoscope, n., an instrument for indicating

differences in temperature without measuring

them in degrees. — ModL. thermoscopium,

compounded of fliermo- and Gk. -oxiniov, fr.

oxojtelv, 'to look at, examine'. See -scope.

Derivatives: thermoscop-ic, thermoscop-ic-al,

adjs.

i.ner:>iLi^(ii

thermostable, adj., stable when subjected to a

moderate degree of heat. — A hybrid coined fr.

Gk. -^sppiTl, 'heat', and L. stabilis, 'stable'. See

therm and stable, adj., and cp. thermolabile.

thermostat, n., a device for the automatic regula-

tion of temperature.— Compounded of thermo-

and Gk. ci-za.i6c„ 'placed, standing'. See static

and cp. aerostat and words there referred to.

Derivative: thermostat-ic, adj.

thermostatics, n., the science that treats of the

equilibrium of heat. — See prec. word and -ics.

thermotaxlc, adj., pertaining to thermotaxis. —
See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

thermotaxis, n., the regulation of bodily heat

(physiol.) — ModL., compounded of thermo-

and Gk. tgc^l?, 'arrangement'. See taxis.

thermotensile, adj., pertaining to tensile force as

affected by changes in temperature. — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. -^epixTj, 'heat' (see therm), and

tensile (q.v.), a word of Latin origin.

thermotherapy, n., the treatment of disease by

heat. — Compounded of thermo- and -therapy.

thcrmotic, adj., pertaining to heat.— Gk. 8^£p[yi.<o-

io(.6q, fr. S-spfxoOv, 'to make hot', fr. ^zp\i.6z,

'hot'. See therm and -otic.

thermotics, n., the science of heat. — See prec.

word and -ics.

thermotropic, adj., having the property of thermo-

tropism. — See next word and adj. suflf. -ic.

thermotropism, n., property of an organism of

turning toward, or away from, heat (hioL) —
Compounded of thermo- and tropism.

-thermy, combining form. — See -thermia.

thero-, before a vowel ther-, combining form

meaning 'wild animal, beast'. — Gk. 8^T;po-,

i>T)p-, fr. -^T)?, gen. -&rip6?, 'wild animal, beast,

animal'. See therio-.

theroid, adj., resembling a beast.— Compounded

of ther- and Gk. -oetSr)?, 'like', fr. eISoc, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

therology, n., the study of mammals, mammalogy
— Compounded of thero- and Gk. -Ao--ia, fr.

-Xo-xoc,, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)". See -logy.

Theropoda, n. pi., a suborder of carnivorous dino-

saurs (paleontol.) — ModL., compounded of

thero- and -poda.

theropodous, adj., pertaining to the Theropoda.

— See prec. word and -ous.

thersitical, adj., pertaining to, or resembling,

Thersites; scurrilous. — Formed with the suflRx

-ical fr. L. Thersites, fr. Gk. 0£paiTT,c, name

of the ugliest of the Greeks before Troy, a man
notorious for his scurrility. The name lit. means

'bold', esp. 'bold of speech' (cp. Ospuismfj?,

'bold of speech'), fr. {^spaoi;, Aeol. equivalent

of Ion., Old Att. ftapooc, Att. ddcppo;, 'cour-

age, audacity', and rel. to dapauc, ftpacu?,

'bold, audacious', ftapasTv, Att. i^app^tv, 'to be

bold', fr. L-E. base *dhars-, 'to dare, be coura-

geous'. See dare and cp. thrasonical. For the end-

ing of the name ©epoiTH]; see subst. suff. -ite.
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thesaurus, n., a treasury ; a treasury of words, lexi-

con.— L., fr. Gk. dnjaaupoi;, 'treasure, treasure-

house', a compound whose first element prob.

derives fr. S-r,-, 'the stem of Tiftevai, to place,

put" (see theme) ; the second element is of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. treasure.

these, demonstr. pron. — ME. tliise, these, fr.

OE. pws, 'these', a collateral form oi pas, pi. of

pes, 'this". See this. OE. pas survives in E. those

(q.v.)

Theseus, n., the most famous hero of Attica, son
of Aegeus {Creek mythol.) — L., fr. Gk.
©yjdE'ic, which is of unknown etymology.

thesis, n. — L., fr. Gk. -S^^at;, 'a placing, setting',

fr. l.-E. *dh''-ti-, whence also OI. -(d)hitifi (only

in compounds), 'a placing'. Late L. con-diti-o,

'a founding' (fr. L. conditus, pp. of condere, 'to

found'). Gk. ^imc, is verbal n. of tiS-svoci, 'to

put, place, set'. See theme and cp. deed. Cp. also

next word.

thesmothete, n., a legislator, orig. any of the six

inferior archons in Athens {Greek antiq.)— Gk.
&£(T|j,o^sTYj?, compounded of ^za\j.6c„ 'that

which is laid down, law', and ^exr]?, 'one who
places'. Both l>ca[x6(; (Dor. TE&(i6<;, Laconic,

Argive and Locrian i>£&(x6i;) and de-yj? derive

from the stem of riftsvai, 'to put, place, set'.

See theme and cp. prec. word.

Thespesia, n., a genus of plants of the mallow
family {hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ^saTtsdioi;, 'di-

vinely sounding, divine'. See next word. For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Thespian, adj., pertaining to Thespis; pertaining

to the drama. — Formed fr. L. Thespis, fr. Gk.
©^(JTric, the founder of the Greek drama. The
name derives fr. S^^cttt:.?, 'inspired by the gods',

which is prob. a short form for S^eaTc^atoi;, 'di-

vinely sounding, divine', fr. '^ir^-tmzToc,, com-
pounded of &£a-, lit. 'divinely uttered', fr.

*S£a-. 'divine' and 'cttteto?, 'uttered' (cp.

a-tJTreTC/c, "unspeakable, unutterable'). For the

first element see theo-. The second element de-

rives fr. I.-E. base *seq"-, 'to say'; see say, v.

Cp. prec. word. For the ending see suff. -ian.

theta, n., name of the 8th letter of the Greek al-

phabet. — Gk. d7)Ta, fr. Heb. teth; see teth. The
a was added because a Greek word cannot end
with a t; cp. alpha and words there referred to.

thetic, adj. positive.— Gk. ^stixo?, 'fit for plac-

ing", fr. '^t-.'jz, 'placed, affirmative, positive',

verbal adj. of -rt&svai, 'to place, put, set". See

theme and adj. suff. -ic.

theurgic, theurgicai, adj., magical. — Late L.

theurgicus, fr. Gk. •>>sG'jpviz6t;, fr. -S-Eoupvia.

See theurgy and adj. suff. -ic, resp. also -al.

theurgist, n. , a magician.— See next word and -ist.

theurgy, n., magic. — Late L. iheurgia, fr. Gk.
•&e:o'jpyl5, 'divine work', fr. ftsoypvog, 'divine

worker", which is compounded of ^^£05, gen.

T>£0'j, "god", and the base of £pyov, 'work'. See

1st theism and work and cp. ergon. For the end-
ing see sufT. -y (representing Gk. -ia).

thews, n. pi., bodily strength; vigor. — ME.
thewes, 'habits, manners', fr. OE. peaw, 'cus-

tom, usage, habit', pi. peawas, 'manners', rel. to

OS. thau, 'custom', OHG. thau, dau, 'discipline'

;

of uncertain origin. It is perh. cogn. with L. tue-

ri, 'to look at, regard, consider'; see tuition.

Derivatives: thew-ed, thew-less, thew-y, adjs.

they, pron. of the 3rd person, nom. pi. — ME.
thei, thai, fr. ON. peir, 'they', orig. nom. pi.

masc. of sd, sH, pat, 'that'. See the, art., and cp.

them, their.

thi-, form of thio- before a vowel.

thiaminase, n., an enzyme that destroys thiamine

{biochem.)— Formed from next word with suff.

-ase.

thiamine, tliiamin, n., a crystalline compound
CjjHjjONjSCl {chem.) — Compounded of

thio- and amin(e).

thiazine, thiazin, n., any of a class of ring com-
pounds containing one sulfur atom and one
nitrogen atom and four atoms of carbon {bio-

chem.) — Compounded of thio-, -az and -in(e).

thiasus, n., a religious brotherhood {Greek antiq.)

— L., fr. Gk. ^innoq, 'religious guild, confra-

ternity', which is of uncertain origin.

thiazole, thiazol, n., a colorless liquid C3H3NS
{chem.) — Compounded of thio- and azole.

thick, adj. — ME. thicke, thikke, fr. OE. piece,

rel. to OS. thikki, ON. pykkr, pjukkr, piokkr,

Dan. tyk, Swed. tjock, Norw. tjukk, OFris.

thikke, MDu. dicke, Du. dik, OHG. dicki, dichi,

'thick', dicco, 'often', MHG. dicke, G. dick,

'thick", fr. I.-E. base *tegu-, whence also Olr.

tiug, 'thick', W., Co. tew, Bret, teo, of s.m.

Derivatives: thick, n., adv. and v., thick-en, tr.

and intr. v., thick-en-er, n., thick-en-ing, n.,

thick-et, n., thick-et-ed, adj., thick-et-y, adj.,

thick-ness, n., thick-ish, thick-ly, adjs., thick-

ness, n. and tr. v., thick-ness-ing, n.

thief, n. — ME. theef, fr. OE. peof, rel. to OS.

thiof, ON. pjofr, Dan. ty\, Swed. tjuf, Norw.
tjuv, OFris. thidf, MDu., Du. dief, OHG. ihiob,

diob, diub, MHG. diep, diup, G. Dieb, Goth.

piiifs, and possibly cogn. with Lith. tUpiii, tUpti,

'to squat oneself down', tiipiU, tupeti, 'to crouch,

squat". Cp. theft and the last element in infang-

thief, outfangthief.

Derivatives: thieve (q.v.), thievery (q.v.), thiev-

ing, n. and adj., thiev-ish, adj., thiev-ish-ly, adv.,

thiev-ish-ness, n.

thieve, intr. v., to steal. — OE. peofian, fr. peof,

'thief. See thief.

thievery, n. — Formed fr. E. tiiief with suff. -ery.

thigh, n. — ME. theh, thih, thigh, fr. OE. peoh,

pioh, rel. to ON. pjo, 'thigh, rump', OFris.

thiach, ODu. thio, Du. dij, OHG. dioh, 'thigh',

fr. I.-E. base *tu-, *teu-, "to swell', whence also

Olr. ton, 'rump", W. tin, of s.m., OSlav. tyjg,

tyti, 'to become fat", tuka, 'fat", Lith. tauka,

'fat', tdukas, 'pieces of fat', tunku, tiikti, 'to be-

come fat', Lett, tukt, 'to swell', L. tumere, 'to

swell'. See tumid and cp. words there referred to.
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Derivative: thigh-ed, adj.

thigmo-, combining form meaning 'touch'.— Gk.

•&iY[xo-, fr. SiYixa, 'touch', which is rel. to

^i-{-^6.\>ti'^ (aor. &i.Y£iv )
, 'to touch', fr. I.-E. base

*dheigh-, 'to form out of clay, to knead, form'.

See dough and words there referred to and cp.

esp. the first element in thixotropy.

thigmotropism, n., the property in an organism of

turning under the influence of contact {biol.) —
Compounded of thigmo- and tropism.

thill, n., the shaft of a vehicle. — ME. thille, fr.

OE. pille, 'plank', which is rel. to OE. pel,

'plank', ON. pili, pil, 'plank, thwart', MDu.
dele, Du. deel, OHG. dil, dilo, dilla, MHG. dil,

dille, G. Diek, 'deal, board, plank', fr. I.-E. base

*tela-, *tla-, 'something flat', whence also L. tel-

lus, 'earth'. See telliwian and cp. deal, 'plank'.

thimble, n.— ME. thimbel, fr. OE. pymel, formed

fr. puma, 'thumb', with suff. -el. See thumb and

instrumental suff. -le.

Derivative: thimbl-ed, adj.

thimblerig, n., a swindling game. — Compound-

ed of thimble and rig, 'trick'.

Derivatives: thimblerig, intr. v., thimblerigg-er,

n., thimbterigg-ing, n.

thin, adj.— ME. thinne, fr. OE. pynne, rel. to OS.

thunni, ON. punnr, Swed. tunn, Norw. tunn,

tynn, Dan. tynd, MDu. dunne, Du. dun, OFris.

thenne, OHG. thunni, dunni, MHG. diinne, G.

diinn, 'thin', orig. 'stretched out', and to OE.

penian, ON. penja, OHG., MHG. dennen, de-

nen, G. dehnen, Goth, uf-panjan, 'to stretch, ex-

tend", fr. I.-E. base *ten-, 'to stretch, extend',

whence also OI. tanuh (fem. tanvi), tdnukah,

'thin, tender", lit. 'stretched out', Homeric Gk.

Tavao?, 'stretched out, long", Gk. xavu-,

'stretched out, long' (as inTaviyXoiCTtiO!;, 'long-

tongued'), L. tenuis, 'thin, slender', tenus, 'cord,

snare', OSlav. tinHkii, tiniku, 'thin', dial. Lith.

tenvas, Lett, tiews, 'slender', Olr. tan{a)e, Co.

tanow, W. teneu, MBret. tanau, 'thin'. See tend,

'to move in a certain direction', and cp. tenuis.

Derivatives: thin, tr. and intr. v., thin-ly, adv.,

thin-ness, n.

tliine, possessive pron. — ME. thin, fr. OE. pin,

orig. gen. of pii, "thou', rel. to OS., OFris. thin,

'thy, thine", ON. pinn, 'thy, thine", pin, 'of thee',

Dan., Swed. din, MDu., Du. dijn, OHG. thin,

din, MHG. din, G. dein, Goth, peins, 'thy, thine",

peina, 'of thee". All these words stand for I.-E.

*t{w)ei-no-s, and are cogn. with L. tuus (for

*t^'ei-os), "thy, thine", fr. I.-E. base *?«-, 'thou,

thee"; sec thou and cp. thee. In ME., the final n

was dropped before a word beginning with a

consonant and so arose the form thy (q.v.)

thing, n., an inanimate object. — ME., fr. OE.

ping, 'condition, state, meeting, court ofjustice',

rel. to pingian, 'to intercede, plead, arrange',

OS., OFris. thing, ON. ping, 'assembly", MDu.
dine, Du. ding, OHG. thing, ding, MHG. dine,

'assembly', G. Ding, 'thing'. All these words

stand for I.-E. 'tegkos, fr. base *ten-, 'to extend

(in space or in time)', and orig. denoted 'meet-

ing at a fixed time', whence developed the mean-

ings 'affairs, things, thing'. Cp. Goth, peihs,

'time', orig. 'assembly taking place at a fixed

time', fr. I.-E. *tetjgho-, fr. base *ten-. See tend,

'to move in a certain direction', and cp. thing,

'assembly', and words there referred to. Cp. also

temporal, 'pertaining to time'.

Derivative: thing-y, adj.

thing, ting, n., a legislative assembly in the Scan-

dinavian countries. — ON. ping (whence also

Norw. thing, ting, Swed. ting, 'assembly'); de-

rivatively identical with thing, 'an object' (q.v.)

Cp. the first element in Tynwald and the second

element in husting, storting,

thingamy, thingumbub, thingummy, n., a thing.—
Jocose formations of thing, 'an object'.

think, intr. v., to seem {obsol.)— ME. thinken, fr.

OE. pyncan, rel. to OS. thunkian, ON. pykkja,

Swed. tycka, OFris. thinka, OHG. dunchen,

MHG. dunken, dunken, G. diinken, Goth.

pugkjan, 'to seem', and prob. cogn. with L. ton-

gere, 'to know', Praenestine tongitio, 'knowl-

edge'. See next word and cp. methinlcs.

think, intr. and tr. v., to reflect. — A blend of

ME. thinken, 'to seem', and thenken, 'to think'.

This latter comes fr. OE. pencan, causative to

pyncan, 'to seem', hence prop, means 'to cause

to seem' (see prec. word), and is rel. to ON.
pekkja, 'to perceive, know', Dan. tsenke, Swed.

tdnka, OS. thenkian, OFris. thenza, Du. denken,

OHG. denchen, MHG., G. denken, Goth, pagk-

jan, 'to think'. Cp. thank.

Derivatives: thinkable, adj., think-er, n., think-

ing, n. and adj., thinkable-ness, n., thinkabl-y,

adv., think-ing-ly, adv.

thio-, before a vowel thi-, combining form used

in the sense of 'containing sulfur' {chem.)— Gk.

{>£i.o-, &EI-, fr. -S-siov, Homeric Gk. -S-^eiov,

'brimstone", for *&fEa-(£ )iov, lit. 'that which

smokes', from I.-E. base *dhewes-, *dhwes-, 'to

breathe, smoke'. Base *dhewes-, *dhwes-, is an

enlargement of base *dheu-, 'to fly about like

dust, to smoke, whirl, shake, be scattered, van-

ish', whence OI. dhUnSli, dhuvdti, 'shakes,

moves', Gk. t>3ei.v, 'to sacrifice', prop, 'to cause

to smoke', 9u(;.a, 'sacrifice', du|ji.ov, also b'j\Lac„

'thyme', &u[XLav, 'to burn so as to produce

smoke', i^O^taaa, 'incense', ^i>oq, 'burned sac-

rifice' (whence L. thUs, gen. thUris, 'frankin-

cense'), ^ufio;, 'spirit, breath, hfe, mind, soul,

desire, courage, anger", -&'jE!.v, -^'jiaJ^Ew, 'to

rage'. Cp. thanato-. Thuja, thiu-ible, Thyiad,

thyine, thyme, thysano-, tumble, typhlo-, typhus,

the first element in Thymelaeceae and the second

element in athymia, barythymia. Cp. also deaf

and words there referred to, and dull, and words

there referred to. Cp. also deer, dizzy, down,

'soft plumage', down, 'hill', dust, feral, 'funereal',

fume, fury, hag, 'a witch', and the first element

in Dukholiors.

thioacid, n., an acid in which oxygen is replaced
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by sulfur (chem.) — A hybrid coined fr. Gk.
SsTov, 'brimstone' (see thio-), and acid, a word
of Latin origin.

Thiobacillus, n,, a genus of bacteria (bacteriol.)—
A ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk. ©ciov, 'brim-

stone', and Late L. bacillus, 'a little staif'. See

thio- and bacillus.

Thiobacteria, n. pi., an order of bacteria {bacter-

iol.) — Compounded of thio- and bacteria.

thiocyanic, adj., pertaining to the acid HSCN
(chem.) — Compounded of thio- and cyanic.

tliiomc, adj. , pertaining to sulfur (chem.)— Form-

ed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. -B-Etov, 'brimstone'.

See thio-.

thiophene, tliiophen, n., a colorless liquid, CjH^S
(chem.) — Compounded of tUo- the initial of

phenyl and suff. -ene, resp. -en.

Derivative: thiophen-ic, adj.

thiophenol, n., a colorless liquid C^H^SH {chem.)

— Compounded of thio- and phenol,

thiosinamine, thiosinamin, n., a colorless crystal-

line compound, C^H^N^S {chem.) — Com-
pounded of thio-, the first three letters of Gk.
oivaTti, 'mustard' (see sinapism), and amine.

thiosulfate, n., a salt of thiosulfuric acid (chem.)

— See prec. word and chem. suff. -ate.

thiosulfuric, adj., pertaining to the acid HjSj03

{chem.)—A hybrid coined fr. Gk. -ftEiov, 'brim-

stone', and sulfuric, a word of Latin origin. See

thio-, sulfur and -ic. H^SjO, is called thiosulfuric

acid because it may be regarded as a sulfuric

acid in which one oxygen atom is replaced by

sulfur (= thio-).

third, adj. — ME. thirde, metathesis of ME.
thridda, fr. OE. pridda, rel. to OS. thriddio, ON.
pride, pridi, Dan. tredie, Swed. tredje, OFris.

thredda, Du. derde, OHG. drittio, dritto, MHG.,
G. dritte, Goth, pridja, and cogn. with OL
t^tiyah, Avestic &ritya-, Toch. A trit, B trite,

trice, Gk. xpiTo?, Aeol. T^pro?, Alb. trete, L.

tertius (for *tritios), OSlav. tretiji, Lith. tredas,

Lett, tresais, OPruss. tirtis, tlrts, Olr. Iriss, W.
trydydd and rel. to OE. pri, etc. , 'three' . See three

and cp. tercet, tertiary, tierce, trito-. Cp. also

riding, 'administrative district'.

Derivatives: third, n., third-ling, n., third-ly,

adv.

thirl, n., a hole, aperture. — ME., fr. OE. pyrel.

See thrill.

thirl, tr. and intr. v., to pierce, thrill {Engl, dial.)

— ME. thirlen, fr. OE. pyrlian, fr. pyrel. See

prec. word.

thirl, tr. v., to restrict. — Related to thrall. The
orig. meaning of thirl was 'to reduce to slavery'.

thirst, n. — ME. thirst, fr. earlier thurst, fr. OE.
purst, rel. OS. thurst, ON. porsti, Dan. terst,

Swed. torst, MDu., Du. dorst, OHG., MHG.,
G. durst, Goth, paiirstei, fr. I.-E. base *t^s-, 'to

be dry', whence also OL. torrus (for *torsus),

'dry', L. torrere, 'to parch, roast', terra (for

*tersd-), 'earth'. See terra and cp. words there

referred to.

thirst, intr. v.— ME. thirsten, fr. OE. pyrstan, fr.

purst, 'thirst'. Cp. ON. pyrsta (fr. pursti) and
OHG. dursten, MHG. diirsten, dursten, G. diir-

sten (fr. OHG., MHG., G. durst), 'to thirst', and
see thirst, n.

Derivatives: thirst-er, n., thrist-ing, adj. and n.,

thirst-ing-ly, adv., thirsty (q.v.)

thirsty, adj.— ME., fr. OE. pyrstig, fr. pyrst. Cp.
G. durstig, 'thirsty', fr. Durst, 'thirst', and see

thirst, n., and -y (representing OE. -ig).

thirteen, adj. and n. — Metathesis of ME. thret-

tene, fr. OE. preotyne, preotene, which was form-
ed fr. preo, 'three', with suflT. -tyne, -tene, '-teen'

(see three and -teen); rel. to OS. thriutein, thru-

tein, ON. prettan, Dan. tretten, Swed. tretton,

OFris. thretten, Du. dertien, OHG. drizehan,

MHG. drizehen, G. dreizehn, 'thirteen'.

thirteenth, adj. and n.— Formed fr. thirteen with

numeral suff. -th, on the analogy of tenth. Cp.

ME. threttethe, fr. OE. preoteoda, 'thirteenth',

which was formed fr. preotyne, 'thirteen', on the

analogy of teoda, 'tenth' ; see tithe. Cp. also ON.
pretiande, Dan. trettende, Swed. trettonde,

OFris. threttinde, Du. dertiende, OHG. dritto-

zehanto, G. dreizehnte, 'thirteenth'.

thirtieth, adj. and n. — Formed fr. thirty with

numeral suff. -th on the analogy of tenth. Cp.
OE. pritigoda, 'thirtieth', which was formed fr.

pritig, 'thirty'. Cp. also ON. pritugande, later

prltugli, 'thirtieth'.

thirty, adj. and n. — Metathesis fr. ME. thritty,

therty, fr. OE. pritig, prittig, which was formed
fr. pri, 'three', with -tig, 'ten' (see three and -ty,

suff. denoting multiples of ten); rel. to OS.
thritig, ON. prjdtigi, prjatiu, Swed. treltio, Dan.
tredive, OFris. thritich, Du. dertig, OHG. driz-

zug, MHG. drizec, G. dreiflig, 'thirty', Goth.
preis pigjus, 'three tens'.

this, demonstr. pron. and adj. — ME. thes, this,

fr. OE. pes, pes, (masc), peos, pios, (fem.), pis

(neut.), rel. to OS. these, ON. pessi, MDu. dese,-

Du. deze, OFris. this (fem. thius, neut. thit),

OHG. deser (fem. desiu, neut. diz), MHG. diser

(fem. disiu, neut. ditz), G. dieser; formed fr. the

I.-E. demonstr. bases *to-, *ra- and *so-, *sd-.

See the, art., and cp. that, these, those.

thisness, n., quality of being this. — Formed fr.

this with suff. -ness.

thistle, n. — ME. tkistil, fr. OE. pistel, rel. to OS.
thistil, ON. pistill, Swed., Norw. tistel, Dan.
tidsel, MDu. destel, distel, diestel, Du. distel,

OHG. distil, MHG., G. distel, fr. Teut. *pihsti-

la-, a dimin. formation fr. L-E. base *steig-, 'to

prick, stick, pierce', whence OL tiktdh, 'sharp',

Gk. (TTiCEtv, 'to prick'. See stick, "to pierce', and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives : thistle, tr. and intr. v., thistl-ed, adj.,

thistl-y, adj.

thither, adv.— ME. thider, thither, fr. OE. pider,

pyder, pseder, rel. to ON. padra, 'there', Goth.

papro, 'thence', formed fr. Teut. demonstrative

base *pa- (corresponding to I.-E. *to-, *ta-).

t
'

with the comparative suff. -ther (q.v.) See the,

art., and cp. hither.

Derivative: thither, adj.

thixle, n., ax, hatchet (dial.) —• ME. thixel, rel. to

ON. pexla, Dan. tsengsel, Norw. teksel, MLG.
dessele, MDu. dissel, OHG. dehsala, MHG.
dehsel, G. Deichsel, 'ax, hatchet'; formed with

instrumental suff. -le fr. L-E. base *tekp-, 'to

prepare, build", whence also L. texere, 'to weave,

plait, fit together'. See text and cp. words there

referred to.

thixotropy, n., the property of becoming fluid

when shaken, as shown by some gels. — Lit.

'turning through touch', fr. Gk. Si^t?, 'a touch',

and -xporrr,, -TpoTtCa, fr. TpoTrif), 'a turn, turn-

ing'. Gk. O^i.-/.; derives fr. S-iy-, the stem of

T^tYyaveiv (aor. ^lyetv), 'to touch', whence also

ftiyfia, 'touch'. See thigmo- and -tropy and cp.

thigmotropism.

Thlaspi, n., a genus of cresses, the pennycress

{bot.) — L., 'a kind of cress', fr. Gk. &XaLcm<;,

fr. dXav, "to crush' ; so called in allusion to the

flattened pod. Gk. *Xav is prob. cogn. with

Czech dlasmati, 'to press', OL dh^§dd-, 'rock,

millstone". Cp. next word.

thlipsis, n., compression of blood vessels (med.)

— Medical L., fr. Gk. ^XisJ't?, 'pressure', form-

ed from the stem of ^Xi^siv, 'to press, crush',

which is a blend of <pXf|3£Lv, 'to press, crush',

and -Sl-Xav, of s.m. Gk. cpXipEtv is cogn. with L.

fligere, 'to strike'. See afflict and cp. words there

referred to. For the etymology of fl-Xav see prec.

word,

thole, tr. v., to endure {archaic or dial.) — ME.
tholien, tholen, fr. OE. polian, 'to endure, suffer',

rel. to OS. iholon, ON. pola, Dan. taale, Swed.

tdla, OFris. tholia, OHG. doten, Goth, pulan, 'to

suff^er' and to OHG. gidult, MHG. gedult, G.

Geduld, 'patience' (whence—with back forma-

tion—OHG., MHG. dulten, G. dulden, 'to

suffer, endure"), fr. I.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, *tl-,

'to bear, carry, endure, suffer', whence also Gk.

tX^vxi, 'to suffer, endure', L. tollere, 'to lift up,

raise", lolerdre, 'to bear, support". See tolerate

and cp. words there referred to.

thole, tholepin, n., peg in the gunwale of a boat.

— ME. rholle, fr. OE. pot, poll, 'oarpeg, row-

lock", rel. to ON. pollr, OFris. tholl, MLG.
dolle, Du. dol, G. Dolle, 'thole', G. Dollfufi,

'clubfoot", and cogn. with Gk. xuXot;, 'nail, bolt

(used in shipbuilding)', L. tumidus, 'swollen, pro-

tuberant", fr. I.-E. base *tu-, 'to swell'. See tu-

mid and cp. words there referred to.

Thomas, masc. PN.— Eccles. L., fr. Gk. 0to[i.5<;,

lit. 'twin", fr. Syr. tomd, 'twin", which is rel. to

Aram, t^oma, Heb. t'^om, Akkad. tu'amu, ta''-

umu, Arab, tau'am, 'twin'. All these words are

prob. derivatives of the Semitic base w-a-m, 'to

tally'. Cp. Arab, wd'ama, 'it tallied'. In keeping

with the original meaning of the name, Thomas

is three times referred to in John's Gospel as

6 X£Y6(xevoi; At8u(i.o(; (Thomas, called 'theTwin').

Thomism, n.— Lit. 'doctrine ofThomas', formed

from the name of Thomas Aquinas (1225-74)

and suff. -ism.

Thomist, n., an adherent of Thomism. — See

Thomism and -ist.

Derivatives: Thomist, Thomist-ic, adjs.

Thomomys, n., a genus of rodents {zool.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. *o)[i6(;, 'heap',

and [Jtui;, 'mouse'. Gk. &to[ji6<; stands in grada-

tional relationship to •S-Efxti;, 'right, law, decree'.

See Themis. For the etymology of |jlu? see myo-,

mouse,

thomsenolite, n., a synonym oi pachnolite {min-

eral.) — Named after the Danish chemist Hans

Peter Jdrgen Julius Thomsen (1826-1909). For

the ending see combining form -lite,

thomsonite, n., a hydrous silicate of aluminum,

calcium and sodium {mineral.) — Named after

the Scottish chemist Thomas Thomson (1773-

1852). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

thong, n., a strip ofleather.— ME. thwong, thong,

fr. OE. pwang,pwong, rel. to ON. pvengr, 'thong,

latchet', and to OE. twengan, 'to pinch, squeeze'.

See twinge.

Thor, n., the Scandinavian god of thunder. —
ON. porr, fr. earlier *punroz, rel. to OE. punor,

'thunder'. See thunder, n. and cp. Thursday,

thorac-, form of thoraco- before a vowel.

thoracic, adj., pertaining to, or connected with,

the thorax. — Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. L.

thorax, gen. thoracis. See thorax,

thoraco-, before a vowel thorac-, combining form

denoting the thorax.— Gk. Scopaxo-, fttopaxi-,

fr. &ci)pa5, gen. •S-fopaxo;. See next word,

thorax, n., part of the body between the neck and

the abdomen (anaf.) — Gk. dtipS?, gen. •S-w-

pSKo?, 'breastplate, breast, chest', of uncertain

origin. It is perh. cogn. with OI. dhdrdyati,

'holds', from I.-E. base *dher-, *dhere-, 'to

hold', whence also Gk. ftpdvoi;, 'seat, chair,

throne', L.firmus, 'fast, firm'. See firm, adj., and

cp. therapeutic, throne. Cp. also raesothorax.

thoria, n., thorium dioxide THO^ {chem.) —
ModL., coined by the Swedish chemist Jons

Jakob Berzelius (1779-1848) in 1828 fr. Thor,

name of the Scand. god of thunder, and 1st suff.

-ia. See Thor.

thorianite, n. {mineral.) — Formed fr. thorium

with suff". -an and subst. suff. -ite.

thorite, n. (mineral.) — Swed. thorit, coined fr.

Thor and suff. -it, representing the Greek suff.

-Tt7)(; ; see subst. suff. -ite.

thorium, n. — ModL. See thoria and 2nd -ium.

thorn, n. — ME., fr. OE. porn, 'thorn, prick-

le', rel. to OS., OFris. thorn, ON. porn, Du.

doom, OHG. thorn, later dorn, MHG., G. dorn,

Goth, paurnus, fr. L-E. base *ter-, 'to pierce',

whence also OI. tfnam, 'blade of grass', Gk.

TEpvaS, gen. TEpvaxos, 'stalk of the cactus',

OSlav. irunu, 'thorn', Ir. trdinin, 'a little blade

of grass'. See throw and cp. the first element in

tnrbot.



thorough

Derivatives: thorn, tr. v., thorn-ed, adj., thorn-

less, adj., thorn-y, adj.

thorough, adj. — ME. thorugh, fr. OE. puruh, a

var. of purh. See through.

Derivatives: thorough-ly, adv., thorough-ness,

n.

thorp, also thorpe, n., village; hamlet (now chiefly

in place names). — ME. thorp, throp, fr. OE.
porp, prop, rel. to OS. thorp, tharp, ON. porp,

'village', OFris. thorp, therp, MDu., Du. dorp,

OHG. thorf, later dorf, MHG., G. dorf, 'village',

Goth, paiirp, 'field', prob. fr. I.-E. base *treb-,

'to build', whence also Oscan triibum (ace),

'house', Umbr. trebeit, 'he stays, dwells, lives',

Lith. trobd, 'a building', Lett, trdba, of s.m.,

OW. treb, 'house, dwelling', Olr. a-treba, 'he

possesses, dwells', Ir. treb, 'residence', OBret.

treb, W. tref, 'a dwelling', Gk. xepajjiva (for

*ter bno-), assimil. form xspsjiva, 'house, dwell-

ing place', L. trabs (gen. trabis), 'beam, timber',

taberna, 'hut, booth'. Cp. tabernacle, tayern,

trabea, trabecula, trave, troop, troppo.

thortveitite, n., a scandium yttrium silicate (min-

eral.) — Named after Olaus Thortveit of Ice-

land. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Thos, n., a genus of digitigrade Carnivora, the

jackal (zool.) — L. thos, fr. Gk. •S-co? (for

*i>cof6<;), 'jackal', which is of uncertain origin.

It possibly stands in gradational relationship to

Gk. i^aijvoi;, 'wild beast'. See fauna.

those, pron.— ME. thos, those, fr. OE. pas, plural

of pes, 'this'; see this. Accordingly those is de-

rivatively a collateral form of these (q.v.), but is

now used as the plural of that (q.v.)

Thoth, n., the ancient Egyptian god of wisdom
and magic. — L., fr. Gk. ©(oft, ©couft, ©siiS-,

fr. Egypt. Tehuti.

thou, pron. of 2nd person sing. — ME., fr. OE.
du, rel. to ON. />«, OS., OFris. thu, Dan., Swed.

du, MDu. du, OHG., MHG. du, G. du, Goth.

pu, fr. I.-E. *tu-, 'thou', whence also OI. tv-dm,

Avestic tu. Arm. du. Dor. Gk. tu, Att. aii, L. tit.

Alb. ti, OSIav. ty, Lith. tii, Olr. tu, W. ti. Cp.

thee, thine, thy. Cp. also tutoyer, tuum.

Derivative: thou, tr. v.

though, conj.— ME. though, thogh, fr. ON. *poh ;

rel. to OE. peak, ON. p6, OS. thoh, OFris. thach,

OHG. doh, MHG., G. doch, Goth, pduh,

'though, yet'. Cp. although.

thought, n. — ME. thoght, thouht, fr. OE. gepoht,

poht, from the stem ofpenkan (past tense pohte),

'to think". Cp. OS. githaht, Du. gedachte,

'thought, idea', MDu. gedachtenisse, 'memory',

Du. gedachtenis, 'remembrance', OHG. kitheht-

nissi, MHG. gedxhtnisse, 'devotion', G. Ge-

dachtnis, 'memory' (for Du. and G. suff. -nis see

-ness), Du. aandacht, 'attention', OHG. anadaht,

MHG. andaht, G. Andacht, 'attention, devotion'

G. Bedacht, 'consideration deliberation', and
see think.

Derivatives: thought-ful, adj., thought-ful-ly,

adv., thought-ful-ness, n., thought-less, adj..
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thought-less-ly, adv., thought-tess-ness, n.,

thought-y, adj.

thought, past tense and pp. of think. — ME.
thought(e), fr. OE. p6ht(e), resp. gepoht. See

think and cp. thought, n.

thousand, n. and adj. — ME., fr. OE. pUsend, rel.

to OS. thUsind, thQsundig, ON. piisuiid, Dan.

tusende, Swed. tusen, OFris. thOsend, Du. dui-

zend, OHG. thUsunt, diisunt, tusund, MHG.
tQsent, G. tausend, Goth, pusundi. These words

are traceable to the Teut. *piis-hundi which prop,

means 'many hundreds', and is cogn. with

OSlav. tys^sta, tysqsta, Lith. tiikstantis, OPruss.

tusimtons, 'a thousand'. The first element of

Teut. *piis-hundi is prob. cogn. with OI. tavds-,

'strength', L. tumere, 'to swell' ; see tumid. For

the second element see hundred.

thousandth, adj. and n. — Formed with numeral

suff. -th fr. thousand on analogy of fourth, etc.

thrall, n., a slave ; bondman.— ME. thral, fr. OE.
priel, fr. ON. prxll, 'slave, servant', which prob.

meant orig. 'runner', and is rel. to OE. prxgan,

Goth, pragjan, 'to run', OE. prdg, 'course of

time', OHG. dregil, drigil, 'servant'. Cp. thirl,

'to restrict', which stands in gradational relation-

ship to thrall.

thralldom, thraldom, n. — ME. thraldom, fr.

thral. See thrall with suff. -dom.

thrash, tr. and intr. v. — ME. threschen, fr. OE.
prescan, perscan, rel. to ON. pryskva, priskja,

preskja, Dan. twrske, Swed. troska, Norw.

treskja, tryskja, MDu. derscen, dorscen, Du.

dorsen, OHG. threskan, dreskan, G. dreschen,

Goth, priscan. The orig. meaning of these words

was 'to stamp (tread) with noise' (cp. the Teut.

loan words It. irescare, 'to prance about'.

Proven?, trescar, OF. treschier, 'to dance', Sp.

triscar, 'to stamp the feet'. Port, triscar, 'to

quarrel'); they are cogn. with Lith. Iresketi, 'to

clatter, rattle', OSlav. triskH, 'crack, crash'. All

these words derive fr. l.-E. base *ter-,\o rub'.'

See throw and cp. thresh and the first element in

threshold.

Derivatives: thrash, n., thrasher (q.v.)

thrasher, n., one who thrashes. — Formed fr.

thrash with agential suff. -er.

thrasher, n., a long-tailed thrushlike bird.— Dial.

E. thrusher, fr. thrush, 'the bird'.

thrasonical, adj., boastful. — Formed with suff.

-ical fr. L. Thraso, fr. Gk. ©piauv, name of a

braggart in Terence's Eunuchus. The name
©pauoiv lit. means 'boastful'. It derives fr.

S-pdtCToc, &apoo:, 'courage, audacity". See ther-

sitical.

thraw, tr. v., to twist. — A collateral form of

throw.

thread, n. — ME. thred, threed, fr. OE. prsd, rel.

to OS. thrad, ON. pradr, OFris. thred, Dan.

traad, Swed. trad, MDu. draet, Du. draad,

OHG., MHG. drat, G. Draht. All these words
lit. mean 'twisted' and derive fr. I.-E. base *tre-,

a gradational variant of *ter-, 'to rub, to rub by
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turning', whence also Gk. TprjToi;, 'bored

through', Tpvijxa, 'that which is bored through',

-TEtpciv (for *TEpiEi,v), 'to rub', L. terere, of

s.m., OE. prdwan, 'to twist, revolve'. See throw

and cp. terebra, teredo, toreutic, turn.

threat, n. — ME. thret, threat, fr. OE. preat,

'crowd, troop, violence, threat', rel. to OE.

preotan, 'to weary, vex, annoy', preatian, 'to

press, afflict, threaten', ON. prjota, 'to fail,

lack', Du. verdrieten, 'to vex', OHG. irdriojan,

MHG. erdriesen, verdrieten, G. verdriefien,

Goth, us-priutan, of s.m., fr. I.-E. base *treud-,

'to press, push', whence also L. trUdere, 'to

thrust, push, shove', OSlav. trudu, 'oppression',

truditi, 'to oppress, afflict', Olr. tromm (for

*trud-smo), 'oppressive, heavy'. Alb. tre&, 'I

geld, castrate', lit. 'I crush (the testicles)'. Base

*treud-,i% a -rf-enlargement of base *f<?/•-, 'to rub,

pierce', whence Gk. Tpueiv, 'to wear out, dis-

tress', OSlav. tryJQ, tryti, 'to rub', troxq, truti, 'to

wear out, consume'. See throw and cp. throe,

thrust. Cp. also abstruse, detrude, detrusion, ex-

trude, extrusion, intrude, intrusion, obtrude, ob-

trusion, protrude, protrusion, retrude, retru-

sion.

threaten, tr. and intr. v. — ME. thretnen, fr. OE.

preatnian, fr. preat. See tiireat.

Derivatives: threaten-er, n., threaten-ing, adj.,

ihrealen-ing-Iy, adv.

tlu-ee, adj. and n. — ME. thre, threo, thri, fr. OE.

prl, prie (masc), preo (fem. and neut.), rel. to

OS. thria (masc. and fem.), thriu (neut.), ON.

prir (masc), prjdr (fem.), prjH (neut.), Dan.,

Swed., Norw. tre, OFris. thre (masc), thria

(fem.), thria (neut.), MDu., Du. drie, OHG. dri

(masc), drio (fem.), driu (neut.), MHG. dri, drie

(masc. and fem.), driu (neut.), G. drei, Goth.

*preis (masc. and fem.), prija (neut.), 'three', fr.

I.-E. base *tre^es, whence also OI. trdyah,

(masc), tisrdh (fem.), tri (neut.), Avestic firdyd

(masc), tisharo (fem.), Toch. A tri (masc.) tre

(fem.), Hitt. tri-. Arm. erek'. Alb. tre (masc), tri

(fem.), Gk. -rpsii; (masc and fem.), Tpia (neut.),

L. tres (masc. and fem.), tria (neut.), Umbr. trif

(ace), triia, Oscan tris, OSlav. trije, trije

(masc. and fem.), tri (neut.), Lith. trps, Olr. tri

(masc), teoir, teora (fem.), W. tri (masc), teir

(fem.), 'three'. Cp. third, thirteen, thirty, thrice.

Cp. also drill, 'woven material', ter-, tercel,

tercet, tern, 'group of three', temal, tertian, ter-

tiary, terzetto, Tluinax, tierce, trammel, trefoil,

tresillo, trey, tri-, triad, triangle, triarii, Trias,

tribe, Tribolium, triceps, tricerium, trident, triens,

triental, Trillium, trine, trinity, trio, Trithrinax,

triune, trivet, trivial, trivium, troika. Cp. also the

first element in testament, testicle, testify and in

sebundy, teapoy.

thremmatology, n., the science of breeding domes-

tic animals. — Compounded of Gk. *ps(X[xa,

'nursling', and -Xoyta, fr. -X6fo?, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. The first element derives

from the stem of 'rp£9£i.v, 'to feed, nourish'; see

threptic. For the second element see -logy.

threnetic, threnetical, adj., mournful. — Gk.

S-pyjvTjTixo;, 'inclined to lament', fr. S-p^voi;,

'dirge', which is rel. to ^pciva^, 'drone', tev-

*py]V7), 'a kind of wasp', from the I.-E. imitative

base *dhren-, 'to hum, buzz, murmur', whence

also Goth, drunjus, 'sound', OE. drdn, 'drone'.

See drone and cp. Anthrenus, Tenthredinidae.

threnode, n., threnody. — See next word.

threnody, n., a dirge, song of lamentation.— Gk.

.Q'pTQv&iSia, compounded of ^pr^'JoC: 'dirge', and

4)8ti, 'song'. See threnetic and ode.

Derivatives: threnodi-al, threnod-ic, adjs., thren-

od-ist, n.

threpsology, n., the science of diet.— Compound-
ed of Gk. &pEiJjt?, 'nourishment', and -Xoyta,

fr. -Xdyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain man-

ner); one who deals (with a certain topic)'. The

first element is a derivative of Tpstpsiv, 'to feed,

nourish' ; see next word. For the second element

see -logy.

threptic, adj., pertaining to feeding (zool.) — Gk.

.ftpETTTixo?, 'feeding', fr. -B-petttoi;, 'fed', verbal

adj. of xp^cpEiv, 'to feed, nourish', which stands

in gradational relationship to Tpocpv), 'food,

nourishment'. See trophic and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. thremmatology, threpsol-

ogy. For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

thresh, tr. and intr. v. — Earlier form of thrash

(q.v.)

Derivatives: thresh, n., thresh-er, n.

threshold, n. — ME. threshwold, fr. OE. ftersc-

wold, perscold, lit. 'something to tread upon', fr.

OE. perscan, 'to tread; to thrash'. Cp. ON.
preskjoldr, Swed., Norw. troskel, Dan. ta?rskel,

'threshold', and see thrash.

threw, past tense of throw. — ME. threw, fr. OE.

preow, past tense of prdwan. See tittow.

thrice, adv. — ME. thries, formed with the ad-

verbial genit. suff. -s fr. OE. priga, priwa, 'three

times'. Accordingly the spelling should be thris.

The ending -ce merely serves to show that the s

has the voiceless sound i (and not the voiced

sound z). See three.

thrift, n.— ME., fr. ON. prift, 'prosperity', form-

ed with suff. -t, fr. ON. prif, of s.m., lit. 'a

grasping', fr. prifa, 'to grasp'. See thrive.

Derivatives: thrift, tr. v., thrift-y, adj., thrift-i-ly,

adv., thrift-i-ness, n.

thrill, tr. and intr. v. — The original meaning

of this verb was 'to pierce', fr. ME. thrillen,

metathesized fr. thirlen, 'to pierce", fr. OE.

pyrlian, 'to iperce", fr. pyrel, 'hole', fr. purh,

'through'. See through and cp. thirl, drill, 'to

bore', drill, 'to train (soldiers)", and the second

element in nostril.

Derivatives: thrill, n., thrill-er, n., thrill-ing, adj.,

thrill-ing-ly, adv., thrill-ing-ness, n.

Thrinax, n., a genus of fan palms {hot.)— ModL.,

fr. Gk. *ptva5, 'trident, three-pronged fork' ; so

called in reference to the shape of the leaves.
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©piva? is prob. compounded of the base of

Tpsti;, 'three', and of icxi<;, 'point, barb'. See

three and acrid and cp. the second element in

triakis-, tetrakis-. Cp. also Trithrinax.

thrips, n., name of various small insects (entomol.)

— Gk. S-prili, 'wood worm', of uncertain ori-

gin.

tlirive, intr. v.— ME. thriven, fr. ON. prijask, 'to

grasp for oneself, to thrive', reflexive of prifa, 'to

grasp, grip'. (For the reflexive suff. -sk see -sk

and cp. bask.) Cp. Norw. triva, 'to seize', trivast

(refl.), 'to thrive', Swed. trifvas and Dan. trives

(refl.), 'to thrive'. Cp. also thrift.

Derivatives: thriv-er, n., thriv-ing, adj., thriv-

ing-ly, adv., thriv-ing-ness, n.

thriven, pp. of thrive. — ME. See prec. word.

-thrix, combining form meaning 'hair, hairlike'.

^ Fr. Gk. ^pii, gen. Tpij^oi;, 'hair'. See tricho-

and cp. the second element in Clonotlirix.

tliroat, n. — ME, throte, fr. OE. prote, protu, rel.

to OHG. dro33a, MHG. drowse, G. Drossel,

'throat', and to OS. strata, MDu. strote, Du.
strot, of s.m.; cp. throttle and the first element

in tliropple. It. strozza, 'throat', and strozzare,

'to strangle", are Teut. loan words.

Derivatives: throat, tr. v., throat-ed, adj., throat-

y, adj., throat-i-ly, adv., throat-i-ness, n.

throb, intr. v. — ME. throbben; of imitative ori-

gin.

Derivatives: throb, n., throbb-er, n.

throe, n., great pain, anguish. — ME. throwe,

'pain, pang, throe', fr. earlier thrawe, fr. OE.
prawn, 'threat, oppression, punishment', which

is rel. to OE. prea, of s.m., prean, 'to oppress,

punish, threaten', MHG. dro, 'threat' (whence,

with back formation, MHG. dron, G. drohen,

'to threaten"), OHG. drewen, drouwan, MHG.
drouwen, G. drduen (now only poetic), 'to threat-

en', and possibly cogn. with Gk. TpOstv, 'to

wear out, distress'. See tlireat.

Derivative: throe, intr. v., to agonize.

tliromb-, form of ttirombo- before a vowel.

tlirombin, n., the substance that causes the clot-

ting of blood (biochem.) — Formed with suff.

-in fr. Gk. {>po[j,!io?, 'lump, clot". See next word.

tlirombo-, before a vowel tliromb-, combining

form meaning 'lump, clot'. — Gk. dpofi^o-,

^pofiji-, fr. Op6[i|3o;, 'lump, clot', formed from

a nasalized enlargement of I.-E. base *dhrebh-,

'to make firm, curdle", whence Gk. Tp£9Eiv, 'to

make solid, thicken, congeal, curdle; to nour-

ish'. See draff and words there referred to.

thrombosis, n., obstruction of a blood vessel by a

clot (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. ftp6[i.|3oai.;,

'clot, coagulation', fr. i>p6[x[io;. See prec. word
and -osis.

tlirone, n. — ME., fr. earlier trone, fr. OF. trone

(F. trone), fr. L. thronus, fr. Gk. ^povo;, 'seat,

chair, throne", fr. I.-E. base *dher(e)-, 'to hold.

support", whence also Gk. d^pSvo?, 'bench',

ftp^vuc, 'footstool', Ol. dhdrdyati, 'he holds,

supports', dhdrmah, 'custom, law', L. firmus.
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'firm, steadfast, stable, strong'. See firm, adj.,

and cp. therapeutic, thorax.

Derivatives: throne, tr. and intr. v., throne-less,

adj.

throng, n., crowd. — ME. throng, fr. OE. prang,

geprang, 'crowd, tumult', rel. to ON. prong, Du.
drang, G. Drang, Gedrange, 'crowd, throng',

OE. pringan,OS. thringan, OH.pryngva, 'to press

on, crowd', Du. dringen,''to push', OHG. dringan,

MHG., G. dringen, 'to press on, crowd', MHG.
dringen, 'to press round a prince at court', Goth.

preihan (for *prinhan), 'to oppress', and cogn.

with Avestic ^raxtanam (gen. pi.), 'of those

pressed together', Lith. trenkiit, trehkti, 'to push,

jolt'.

Derivatives: throng, intr. and tr. v., throng-er, n.

thropple, n., throat, windpipe {chiefly dial.) —
ME. throppill, prob. fr. OE. protbolla, 'wind-

pipe', compounded oi prote, protu, 'throat', and

bolla, 'bowl'. See throat and boll.

throstle, n. — ME. throstel, fr. OE. prostle, rel. to

OS. throsla, OHG. droscala (MHG. droschel, G.

Drossel), 'thrush'. These words are diminutives

of OE. prysce, resp. OHG. drosca, 'thrush'. See

thrush, 'the bird", and dimin. suflf. -le.

throttle, n., a valve controlling the flow of fuel.—
Dimin. of throat (q.v.) ; see also dimin. suff. -le.

Derivatives: throttle, tr. and intr. v., throttl-er,

n., throttl-ing, adj., throttl-ing-ly, adv.

through, prep. — ME. thurgh, thurugh, thurh, fr.

OE. puruh, purh, which is rel. to OS. thuru(h),

OFris. thruch, MDu. dore, Du. door, OHG.
thuruh, later duruh, durah, MHG. dur, durch, G.

durch, Goth, pairh, 'through' (cp. Goth, pairko,

'hole'), fr. I.-E. base *ter-q'"e- *tr-q^e, enlarge-

ment of base *ter-, *rf-, 'through', whence also

OI. tirdh, Avestic taro, 'through, beyond', L.

trans, 'beyond', Olr. tre, tri, W. tra, 'through'.

See trans- and cp. thorough. Cp. also thirl, thrill,

thrum, 'thread', drill, 'to bore", drill, 'to train

soldiers". Cp. also term and words there referred

to.

Derivatives: through, adv., adj. and n., through-

ly, adv.

throughout, prep, and adv. — ME. thurhout,

throughout. See through and out.

throve, past tense of thrive. — ME. throf, formed

fr. thriven, 'to thrive", on analogy of drof (E.

drove), fr. driven. See tlirive.

throw, tr. and intr. v. — ME. thrawen, throwen,

'to twist, throw", fr. OE. prdwan, 'to cause to

turn, twist", rel. to OS. thrdian, MDu. drxyen,

Du. draaien, OHG. drden, MHG. draehen, G.

drehen, 'to turn, twist', fr. I.-E. base *ter-, 'to

rub, rub by turning, turn, twist; to bore, pierce',

whence also OI. turdh, 'wounded, hurt', Gk.

xzlftf-v (for *-r£pt£tv), TpTjjEiv, 'to rub, rub

away, wear away', -rspsTpov, 'borer', TepTjScjv,

'woodworm', prop, 'a worm that bores wood",

Tspu^, 'weak", lit. 'rubbed off", xpueiv. 'to wear

out, distress', T6poi;, 'chisel', T^pvo?, 'com-

passes', TE-Tpoctveiv, 'to pierce', xi-Tpav, 'to rub.
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grind, pierce', ri-xpoSaxeiv, 'to wound, hurt',

rpriToi;, 'bored through', Tp^fjia, 'that which

is bored through, hole', rpufxa, 'hole', L.

terere, 'to rub, thresh, grind, wear away',

terebra, 'borer, drill, auger', OSlav. tirg, trSti,

'to rub', Lith. trinU, trlnti, 'to rub', tiriit, tlrti,

'to examine', Olr. tarathar, 'borer', "W. taraw,

'to strike', Arm. t'rem, 'I knead'. Cp. atresis,

attrition, attritns, contrite, contrition, Cutitere-

bra, detriment, diatribe, ectro-, helicotrema,

intertrigo, lithotrity, Septentrio, teredo, terete,

Termes, termite, tharm, thrash, thread, threat,

throe, toreutic, trauma, Trema, Trematoda,

trepan, -tresia, tribo-, Tribonema, tribulation,

trigo, Tripsacum, tripsis, trite, Triticum, triturate,

trone, tryma, Trypanosoma, Trypetidae, trypsin,

Xylotrya. Cp. also threat and words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: throw,rx.,throv/-er,n.,throw-ster,n.

tliromi, pp. — ME. throwen, fr. OE. geprdwen,

pp. of prawan. See prec. word.

thrum, n., the end of warp threads. — ME., fr.

OE. -prum, 'band, ligament' (in tungeprum, 'lig-

ament of the tongue'), rel. to OS. thrumi, 'end-

piece (on the spear)", ON. promr, 'edge', MLG.
drom, drum, Du. dreum, 'thrum', OHG. trum,

MHG. drum, 'end, chip, splinter", G. Trumm,

'thrum; fragment, piece' (more frequently used

in the pi. : TrUmmer, 'ruins'), and cogn. with Gk.

T^P(/a, 'end, boundary', L. terminus, of s.m. See

term and cp. tram, 'vehicle', tnnneau.

Derivatives : thrum, tr. v., to furnish with thrums,

thrumm-y, adj.

thrum, intr. and tr. v., to play monotonously. —
Of imitative origin.

Derivative: thrumm-er, n.

thrush, n., any of the birds of the genus Turdus.

— ME. thrusche, thrusch, fr. OE. prysce, var.

prxsce, rel. to ON. prostr, Norw. trost, Swed.

trast, OHG. drosca, fr. I.-E. *t^zdos, 'thrush'.

These Teut. words are prob. cogn. with L. tur-

dus (for *turzdos), Lith. strazdas, Lett, strazds,

OPruss. tresde, 'thrush', Mir. truid, W. drudwy

(for *trozdi), 'starling'. Cp. throstle. Cp. also

Turdus, Struthio.

thrush, n., an affection of mouth and throat. —
Cp. Dan. and Norw. treske, Swed. torsk; of un-

certain origin.

thrust, tr. and intr. v. — ME. thrusten, fr. ON.
prysta, 'to thrust, force, compel', which is perh.

rel. to OE. preatian, 'to press, afflict, threaten',

preotan, 'to weary, vex, annoy". See threat.

Derivatives: thrust, n., thrust-er, n.

thud, intr. v., to make a dull sound. — Of imita-

tive origin. Cp. OE. pyddan, 'to strike, thrust,

push'.

Derivatives: thud, n., thudd-ing, n., thudd-ing-ly,

adv.

tbog, n., gangster. — Hind, thag, 'deceiver', fr.

OI. sthagaft, of s.m., fr. sthagati, 'conceals',

which is cogn. with Gk. ot^iv, L. tegere, 'to

cover'. See thatch.

Derivatives : thuggee (q.v.), thugg-ess, n.

thuggee, n., murder as carried out by thugs. —
Hind, thagi, fr. thag, 'a deceiver'. See prec. word.

Thuja, n., a genus of plants, the arbor vitae (bot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. Suta, name of an African

tree, prop, 'a tree the wood of which was burnt

for sacrificial purposes', fr. -^lisiv, 'to sacrifice',

prop, 'to cause to smoke'. See thyme and cp.

thyine.

Thule, n., classical name ofthe northernmost part

of the world. — L. Thule, Thyle, fr. Gk.

Qoikkfj, ©uXy). Cp. thulium.

thulia, n., thulium oxide (chem.) — ModL., coin-

ed by the Swedish chemist Per Teodor Cleve

(1840-1905) in 1879 fr. Thule, name of the north-

ernmost land in the world.

thulite, n., a variety of zoisite (mineral.)— Form-

ed fr. Thule with subst. suff. -ite.

thulium, n., a metallic element belonging to the

rare earths (chem.) — ModL., coined by the

French chemist Paul fimile Lecoq de Boisbau-

dran (1838-1912) in 1886 from prec. word. See

J. Newton Friend, Man and the Chemical Ele-

ments, London, 1951, p. 182.

thumb, n. — ME. thoume, thoumbe, thombe, fr.

OE. puma, rel. to OS., OHG. thumo, MHG.,
MLG. dume, G. Daumen, Du. duim, ON. pu-

mall, 'thumb', fr. I.-E. base *tu-, *teu-, 'to swell',

whence also L. tumere, 'to swell', tumidus,

'swollen'. See tumid and cp. thimble.

Derivatives: thumb, tr. and intr. v., thumb-er, n.,

thumb-y, adj.

Thummim, n. pi., one of the two objects attached

to the breastplate of the high priest; cp. Urim

(Bible). — Heb. tummim (after a mobile sheva

spelled thummtm), prop. pi. of torn, 'complete-

ness, perfection', from the stem of tarn, 'was

complete' (whence also tam, tdmim, 'complete,

sound", m^thom, 'soundness'), which is rel. to

Aram, t^mima, Syr. tdmmimd, 'complete, per-

fect', Arab, tdmma, 'was complete", tamdm, 'per-

fection; perfect". Cp. the second element in

Jotham.

Thunbergia, n., a genus of plants (bot.)— ModL.,

named after the Swedish botanist Carl Peter

Thunberg (1743-1828). For the ending see 1st

suff. -ia.

thump, n., a blow with something heavy; tr. and

intr. v., to beat with something heavy; — Of

imitative origin.

Derivatives: thump, n., thump-er, n., thump-ing,

adj.

thunder, n. — ME. thuner, later thunder, fr. OE.

punor, rel. to ON. porr, OFris. thuner, MDu.
donre, donder, Du. donder, OHG. donar, MHG.
doner, donre, toner, G. Donner, from the I.-E.

imitative base *ten-, whence also OI. tanayitnuh,

'thundering', tdnyati, 'it thunders', Pers. tundar,

'thunder', Aeol. Gk. tsvvsi (Hesychius), 'moans,

sighs, groans', L. tondre, 'to thunder', tonitrus,

'thunder'. The same base, enlarged with initial

s, appears in OI. stdnati, sidniti, slandyali, 'it
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thunders', Gk. arevsiv, oxEva^sw, 'to groan,

moan', aTovo;, 'a groaning, moaning', OSlav.

stenjq, stenati, Lith. stenil, steneti, 'to groan,

moan', OE. stenan, 'to groan'. Cp. astonish,

astound, detonate, Stentor, stun, Thor, Thursday,

tinnitus, tintinnabulum, tonite, tonitrous, tornado.

Cp. also blunderbuss. For the so-called inorganic

d in thunder cp. gender, jaundice, sound, 'noise'.

Derivatives: thunderous (q.v.), thunder-y, adj.

thunder, intr. and intr. v. — ME. thuneren, thun-

deren, fr. OE. punrian, fr. punor, 'thunder'. Cp.

Du. donderen, OHG. donaron, MHO. dunen,

MLG. donen and see thunder, n.

Derivatives; thunder-er, n., thunder-ing, adj.,

thunder-ing-ly, adv.

thunderous, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. thunder,

n., and -ous, a suff. of Latin origin.

Derivatives: thunderous-ly, adv., thunderous-

ness, n.

thurible, n., a censer. — L. turibulum, thuribulum,

fr. tus (thus), gen. tiiris (thuris), 'frankincense',

fr. *tu^os, fr. Gk. {)-uo(;, 'a burnt sacrifice', fr.

S-uEiv, 'to sacrifice', prop, 'to cause to smoke',

whence also fl-'iptov, 'thyme'. See thyme.

thurifer, n., one who carries a censer.— L. turifer

(Ihurifer), compounded of tiis (thus), gen. turis

(thuris), 'frankincense', and the stem offerre, 'to

bear, carry'. See prec. word and bear, 'to carry'.

Derivative: thurifer-ous, adj.

thurify, intr. and tr. v., to bum incense. — F. thu-

rifier, fr. Late L. thUrificare, formed fr. L. tus

(thus), 'frankincense', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to

make, do'. See thurible and -fy.

Thursday, n. — ME. Thoresday, Thuresdai, Thurs-

daye, fr. OE. puresdaig, fr. ON. porsdagr, 'the

day of por (the god of thunder)', (whence also

Dan., Swed. Torsdag), which is rel. to OE.
punresdaeg, OFris. thunresdei, MLG. doner(s)-

dach, MDu. donresdach, Du. donderdag, OHG.
Donures tag, MHG. donerstac, G. Donnerstag.

These words are prop, loan translations of L.

Jovis dies, 'the day of Jupiter, Thursday", ON.
por, having been identified with the Roman god
Jupiter; whence It. giovedi, OF. juesdi, F. jeudi,

Sp. jueves, 'Thursday'), itself a loan translation

of Gk. Aio? 'r,\xif%, "the day of Zeus'. For the

first element see Thor and thunder, n., for the

second see day.

thus, adv. — ME., fr. OE. pus, rel. to OS., OFris.

thus, MDu., Du. dus, and to E. the, tliis, that.

thwack, tr. v., to strike with something flat. — Of
imitative origin.

Derivatives; thwack, n., ihwack-er, n., thwack-

ing, n. and adj., thwack-ing-ly, adv.

thwaite, n., cleared land. — Of Scand. origin. Cp.
ON. pveit, "a piece of land", lit. meaning 'land

cut off", and rel. to ON. pveita, 'to hew", and
OE. pwitan, 'to cut'. See whittle and cp. doit.

thwart, adv., across. — ME. thwert, thwart, fr.

ON. pvert, 'across', orig. neut. of the adjective

pverr, 'transverse', rel. to OE. pweorh, 'adverse,

perverse, angry', MDu. dwers, dwaers, dwars.

Du. dwars, 'transverse, cross-grained, contrary',

OHG. twerh, dwerah, MHG. twerch, dwerch,

querch, G. guer, zwerch-, Goth, pwairhs, 'angry',

fr. L-E. base *twereq-, which is rel. to base

*tereq-, 'to turn, twist, wind', whence L. tor-

quere, 'to twist'. See torque and cp. queer. Cp.

also athwart.

thy, possessive pron. of the 2nd person sing, of

thee, thine. — Early ME. thi, short for thin, fr.

OE. pin. The final n was dropped in ME. before

words beginning with consonants. See thine. For
the loss of the n before consonants cp. my and

a, form of the indef. art. an before consonants.

Thyiad, n., a Bacchante (Greek mythol.) — L.

Thyias, gen. -adis, fr. Gk. ©utac;, gen. -aSo;,

prop, 'a raging woman', rel. to S-ueiv, 'to rush

along, storm, rage', which is originally identical

with ^lieiv, 'to sacrifice', prop, 'to cause to

smoke'. The phases of sense development prob.

were: 'to fly about like dust; to whirl; to rush;

to rage; to smoke; to cause to smoke, to sacri-

fice'. See thyme and -ad.

thyine, adj., pertaining to the sandarac tree. —
Late L. thyinus, fr. Gk. ^uivaq, fr. •&uLa, an

African tree. See thyme and adj. suff. -ine.

thyiacine, n., a doglike marsupial. — Formed
with suff. -ine fr. Gk. ftOXocxoi;, 'pouch', which

is of uncertain origin.

thyme, n., aplant of the mint family.— ME, tyme,

fr. OF. tym (F. thym), fr. L. thymum, fr. Gk.
duiiov, also -S-iiixcr?, 'thyme', fr. -S-iisiv, 'to sacri-

fice', prop, 'to cause to smoke', whence also

•i)-uia, an African tree, prop, 'a tree the wood of

which was burnt for sacrificial purposes', S-u-

fiiSfia, Ion. -S-uijtiTjjjta, 'incense'. See thio- and

cp. words there referred to.

Thymelaeaceae, n. pi., a family of plants (hot.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. L. thy-

melaea, name of a plant, fr. Gk. t>'jp.eXaia,

which is compounded of t^uixov or &-jiioc„

'thyme", and EAaia, 'olive tree'. See thyme and

elaeo-.

thymelaeaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

thymic, adj., pertaining to the thyme. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ic fr. L. thymum. See thyme.

thymic, adj., pertaining to the thymus.— Formed
with adj. suff. -ic fr. Medical L. thymus. See

thymus.

thymol, n., an aromatic substance, Cj^HjgOH
(chem.) — Formed with suff. -ol fr. L. thymum.

See thyme.

thymus, n., name of a gland in the chest (anat.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. a>'V'^?- 'thyme'; so called

from its resemblance to the bud of a thyme. See

thyme.

Thymus, n., a genus of plants, the thyme (bot.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. &'J^oc. See thyme.

thymy, adj., scented with thyme. — Formed with

adj. suff. -y fr. L. thymus. See thyme.

thyr-, form of thyro- before a vowel.

thyreo-, before a vowel thyre-, combining form
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meaning 'thyroid'. — Shortened fr. Gk. dupo-

EiSr)?. See thyroid and cp. thyro-.

Thyrididae, n. pi., a family of moths (zool) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk. ftupii;,

gen. dupiSo?, 'opening in a door, window',

dimin. of *'Jpa, 'door'. See door and cp. thy-

roid,

thyro-, before a vowel thyr-, combining form

meaning 'thyroid'. — Shortened fr. Gk. dupso-

eiSyii;. See thyroid and cp. thyreo-.

thyroid, adj., pertaining to, or designating the

ductless gland in the neck, which has an im-

portant effect on the growth of the body; lit.

'shield-shaped' (anat:) — Medical L. thyreoi-

deus, fr. Gk. •S-upEOEiSv]!;, 'shield-shaped', com-

pounded of dupsoi;, 'stone put against a door;

oblong shield', which is rel. to S-upa, 'door',

and of -oeiStji;, 'like', fr. sISoq, 'form, shape'.

See door and -oid.

Derivatives: thyroid, n., the thyroid gland,

thyroid-ism, n., thyroid-iz-ation, n., thyroid-less,

adj.

thyroid cartilage, the Adam's apple (anat.) —
Medical L. cartildgo thyroidea, lit. 'shieldlike

cartilage', fr. L. cartildgo, 'cartilage', and

Medical L. thyroidea, fem. of thyroideus, fr. Gk.

^upEOEtSr)?, 'shield-shaped', a name given by

Galen to the Adam's apple; see Joseph Hyrtl,

Onomatologia anatomica, pp. 547-48. See thy-

roid,

thyroiditis, n., inflammation of the thyroid gland

(med.) — Medical L. See thyroid and -itis.

thyrotoxicosis, n., intoxication due to disturb-

ances caused by the thyroid gland (med.) —
Medical L., coined by T. B. Dunhill in 1930 fr.

thyro- and toxicosis,

thyroxine, thyroxin, n., the hormone of the thy-

roid gland (biochem.)— Coined by its discoverer

Dr. Edward Calvin Kendall of the Mayo Clinic

in 1915 fr. thyr-, ox- and chem. suff. -ine, resp.

-in.

thyrsus, n., a staff tipped with a pine cone, car-

ried by Dionysus, the satyrs, etc. {Greek mythol.)

— L., fr. Gk. ftupCTo:, 'a straight, light shaft; a

light wand', a foreign word of unknown origin.

Cp. torso, tursio.

thysano-, before a vowel thysan-, combining form

meaning 'tassel'. — Gk. ftuaavo-, -^uoav-, fr.

©uaavo;, Ouaavvo;, 'tassel', which is of uncer-

tain origin. It is possibly formed with suff.

-avos; fr. *S'jaaa, which would stand for

*^'>»>-i.a, hence—together with Lett, dusa,

'bundle'—would derive fr. I.-E. *deu-dh-, en-

largement of base *dheu-, 'to fly about like dust,

to smoke, be scattered, vanish'. See thio- and

cp. words there referred to.

Thysanoptera, n. pi., an order of insects, the thrips

(entomol.) — ModL., compounded of Gk. i^J-

(javo?, 'tassel', and TTTEpov, 'wing'. See prec.

word and ptero-.

Thysanura, n. pi., an order of insects, the bristle-

tail (entomol.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.

^lidavoi;, 'tassel', and oupa, 'tail'. See thysano-

and uro-, 'tail-'.

thyself, pron. — ME. thi self, fr. earlier the self,

fr. OE. pe selfum, dat. of pu self, 'thou thyself;

ME. thi self was influenced by ME. hire self,

'herself.

tiara, n., head dress. — L. tiara, fr. Gk. Tiapa,

which is of Oriental origin.

Tiareila, n., a genus of plants, the false miterwort

(bot.)— A ModL. hybrid coined fr. Gk. xiapS

(see prec. word) and L. dimin. suff. -ella; so call-

ed in allusion to the form of the pistil. The cor-

rect form would be Tiaryllium, fr. Gk. nap a

and the Gk. dimin. suff. -uXXtov.

tibia, n. — L. tibia, 'shin bone, pipe', which is of

uncertain origin. Cp. tige, tigella.

tibial, adj., pertaining to the tibia. — L. tibialis,

fr. tibia. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

tibio-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

the tibia and' — Fr. L. tibia, 'shin bone'. See

tibia,

tic, n., a spasmodic motion of certain muscles

(med.) — F., prob. of imitative origin.

ticca, adj., hired (Anglo-Ind.)— Hind, thikd, 'hire

fare, fixed price'.

Tichodroma, n., a genus of small birds, the wall

creeper (ornithol.) — ModL., lit. 'wall runner',

fr. Gk. TEixoc, 'wall', and the stem of Spa|ji,eTv,

perf SsSpojia, 'to run". See dough and drome-

dary,

tick, n., a parasitic insect of the order Acari

(entomol.) — ME. tyke, teke, ticke, rel. to

MLG., MDu. teke, Du. teek, OHG. zecho,

MHG. zeche, zecke, G. Zecke, 'tick', of imita-

tive origin. Cp. Arm. tiz, 'bug', Mir. dega, 'stag

beetle', which are also imitative. F. tique. It.

zecca, 'tick', are Teut. loan words.

tick, n., the cover of mattresses, pillows, etc. —
L. theca, ft. Gk. ^iiicri, 'case, cover". See theme,

theca, which is a doublet of tick.

tick, intr. and tr. v., to touch gently, tap; n., a

light touch, tap. — Of imitative origin. Cp. Du.

tikken, 'to touch, pat, tick', tik, 'a touch, pat".

tick, n., credit (slang). — Shortened fr. ticket,

ticker, n., a watch (slang) ; a tape machine. — Lit.

'that which ticks", formed fr. tick, 'to tap", with

agential suff. -er.

ticket, n. — MF. estiquet, esliquete (F. Etiquette),

'a little note", lit. 'something stuck up', fr. esti-

quier, estiquer, 'to attach". See etiquette.

Derivatives: ticket, tr. v., ticket-er, n., ticket-

ing, verbal n.

tickle, tr. and intr. v. — A metathesized var. of

kittle.

Derivatives: tickle, n., lickl-er, a., tickl-ing, adj.,

lickl-ing-ly, adv., tickl-ish, adj., tickl-ish-ly, adv.,

tickl-ish-ness, n.

ticktack, n. — Of imitative origin. Cp. tick, 'to

pat".

tidal, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. tide, n., a Teut.

word, and -al, a suff. of Latin origin.

Derivative: tidal-ly, adv.



tide 1616

tide, n.— ME. tid, tide, fr. OE. tid, 'time, season',

which is rel. to OS. tid, ON. tid, Dan., Swed.,

Norw. tid, Du. tijd, OHG., MHG. zit, G. Zeit,

'time', fr. Teut. *ti-di-, prop, 'division of time',

fr. base *tl-, 'to divide; division; division of

time', whence also ON. tl-mi, OE. ti-tna, 'time'

;

see time and cp. ted, tiding, tidy. Teut. base

*ti- corresponds to I.-E. base *da-, *ddi-,

*di-, *(r-, 'to cut oiF, separate, divide, distribute',

whence OI. dati, dydti, 'cuts, divides', ddyate,

'divides', ditil}, 'division', Gk. Sai£CTT>ai, 'to

divide, distribute; to feed on'; Sat?, Sai-rt),

'meal, feast, banquet', Sat^eiv, 'to cleave asun-

der, rend, divide', 8ai;x<ov, 'god, goddess', lit.

'divider, distributor (of men's destinies)', Sijixo;,

'district, people', Arm. ti, gen. tioy, 'age, time',

Olr. dam, 'troop, company'. Cp. I.-E. *dap-, a

-/7-enlargement of base *dd-, whence Gk.
SaTidvT), 'expenditure (esp. expenditure arising

from the entertaining of guests)', L. daps, 'ex-

penditure, sacrificial feast banquet', damnum
(for *dap-nom), 'harm, loss', orig. 'expenditure",

Toch. A tap-, 'to eat'. For the sense develop-

ment of OE. tide, 'time; flood tide', cp. Du. tij,

'flood tide', distinguished from tijd, 'time', and
MLG. getide, tide, G. Gezeiten, 'flood tide'. Cp.

the first element in Zeitgeist and the second ele-

ment in yalirzeit. Cp. also dali, damage, damn,

dan, dapifer, deme, democracy, demon, demos,

demotic, endemic, epidemic.

Derivatives : tide, intr. v., tidal (q.v.), tid-ed, adj.,

tide-less, adj., tiding (q.v.), tidy (q.v.)

tide, intr. v., 1) to happen; 2) to be carried with

the tide; tr. v., to carry with the tide. —• In the

sense 'to happen', fr. OE. tidan, fr. tid, 'time'

(see tide, n.) ; in the other senses directly fr. tide,

n.

tidings, n. pi., but usually construed as a sing. —
ME. tidinge, tithinge, tidinde, fr. OE. tldung,

which prob. derives fr. ON. tidendi (pi.), 'hap-

penings, news', fr. tidr, 'that which happens in

time', fr. tid 'time'. Cp. Dan., Norw. tidende,

'tidings, news', Du. tijding, G. Zeitung, 'news-

paper', and see tide, n.

tidology, n., the study of tides.— A hybrid coined

fr. E. tide, n., and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyo?, 'one

who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

tidy, adj., neat; orderly. —• ME. tidy, tidi, fr. tid,

fr. OE. tid. 'time', hence prop, 'timely'. Cp.

Dan., Swed. tidig, Du. tijdig, OHG., MHG.
zitig, G. zeitig, 'timely', and see tide, n., and -y

(representing OE. -ig) Cp. also titivate.

Derivatives: tidy, n. and tr. and intr. v., tidi-Iy,

adv., tidi-ness, n.

tie, n., knot. — ME. teg, tey, tye, fr. OE. teag,

teak, 'bond, rope', which is rel. to ON. taug,

'tie", tygill, 'string', and to OE. teon, 'to draw,

pull, drag'. See tow, 'to draw".

tie, tr. and intr. v., to fasten, bind. — ME. tegen,

teyen, tien, fr. OE. tiegan, tigan, 'to tie, fasten',

fr. teag, leak, 'bond, rope'. See tie, n.

Derivatives: tier (q.v.), ty-ing, n.

tiemannite, n., a mercuric selenide {mineral.) —
G. Tiemannit, named after the 19th-cent.

scientist W. Tiemann, its discoverer. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

tienda, n., shop.— Sp., prop, 'tent', fr. VL. tenia,

fern. pp. of tendere, 'to stretch, extend', used as

a noun. See tend, 'to move in a certain direction',

and cp. tent, 'shelter'.

tier, n., one who ties.— Formed fr. tie, 'to bind',

with agential suff". -er.

tier, n., row, series. — MF. tiere, fr. OF. tiere,

'row, rank, series', fr. Frankish *teri, which is

rel. to OHG. ziari, MHG. ziere, G. Zier, 'adorn-

ment', ON. tlrr, OS. tlr, OE. tlr, 'glory, honor'

(whence ME. tir, E. tire, 'attire', q.v.) See also

attire.

tierce, n., 1) Orig. a third; 2) the third canonical

hour, nine o'clock A.M.; 3) a sequence of three

cards of the same suit; 4) a liquid measure con-

taining one third of a pipe, i.e. 42 gallons; 5) a

position in fencing.— ME. terce, tierce, fr. MF.
tierce, fem. of the adjective tiers, 'third', used as

a noun, fr. OF., fr. L. tertius, 'third'. See tertian

and cp. terce, tercel, tercet, tertiary.

Derivative: tierce, tr. v.

tiff, n., liquor. — Of uncertain origin. Cp. ti£Bn.

Derivatives: tiff, tr. v., to sip, drink.

tiff, n., a petty quarrel. — Prob. of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. sniff, puff.

Derivative: tiff, intr. v., to be angry.

tiffany, n., a thin silk gauze.— Obsol. F. tiphanie,

fr. Late L. theophania, 'manifestation of

God' ; see theophany. The word tiffany was orig.

used as a synonym of epiphany. Its sense devel-

opment into 'a silk gauze fabric" has not yet

been explained in a satisfactory manner.

tiffin, n., luncheon (Anglo-Ind.) — Prob. formed

— with change of suff". — fr. tiffing, verbal n. of

tiff, 'to drink". See tiff, 'hquor'.

tige, n., the shaft of a column (archit.) ; stem of a

plant (bot.) — F., fr. L. tibia, 'shin bone; pipe'.

See tibia and cp. next word.

tigella, tigelle, n., a primitive stem (bot.) — Mod-
L., fr. F. tigelle, dimin. of tige, 'stalk, stem'. See

prec. word and -ella.

Derivative; tigell-ate, adj.

tiger, n. — ME. tigre, fr. OF. (= F.) tigre, fr. L.

tigris, fr. Gk. Tiypi?, prop, 'the swift animal',

a word of Iranian origin. Cp. Avestic tiyrish,

'arrow", tiyra-, 'pointed'. These words are deriv-

atives of I.-E. base *(s)teig-, 'to prick, stick,

pierce'. Cp. Gk. Ttypi.; (whence L. Tigris), 'the

Tigris river", lit. 'the swift river', and see stick,

v., and words there referred to.

Derivatives: tiger-ish, adj., tiger-ish-ly, adv.,

tiger-ish-ness, n., tiger-ly, adj., tigress (q.v.),

tigrine (q.v.)

tight, adj. — ME. thight, tight, of Scand. origin,

cp. ON. pettr, Dan. txt, Swed. tat, which are

rel. to MHG. dihte, G. and Du. dicht, 'dense,

tight', and to OE. gedlhan, gedeon, OS. thihan.

OFris. thigia, MDu. ghedien, Du. gedijen, OHG.
gidlhan, MHG. gedihen, G. gedeihen, Goth.

(ga)peihan, 'to thrive, grow, prosper, flourish',

OHG. gidigan, MHG. gedigen, 'grown up, firm,

genuine', G. gediegen, 'genuine, solid, worthy'

(prop. pp. of OHG. gidlhan, MHG. gedihen,

resp. former pp. of G. gedeihen), and cogn. with

Ir. techt, 'curdled, coagulated', Lith. tdnkus,

'close, tight', Pers. tang, 'tight', OI. tandkti,

'draws together, contracts', fr. I.-E. base *tenq-,

'to be thick or strong'. The initial t (for th) in

ME. and E. tight is due to the influence of Swed.

tat, Dan. txt.

Derivatives: tight, adv. and tr. v., tight-en, tr. v.,

tighten-er, n., tight-er, n., tight-ish, adj., tight-ly,

adv., tight-ness, n., adv., tight-s, n. pi.

tiglic, also tiglinic, adj., pertaining to a crystalline

acid (CjHjCOjH, obtained fr. croton oil (chem.)

— ModL. tiglium, in Croton tiglium, 'the croton

oil plant', fr. Gk. tiXoi;, 'a thin stool', so called

in allusion to its purgative properties. Gk. TiXog

is prob. cogn. with OSlav. tilja, 'decomposition,

putrefaction', tileti, 'to rot, putrefy'. Arm.

t'rem, 'I knead' (prop. 'I moisten the dough'),

t'rik\ 'dung', OSlav. tina, 'mud, mire', Lith.

tyras, tpre, 'pap', W. tail, 'dung', OE. pinan, 'to

become moist' ; fr. I.-E. base *«'-, */*/-, 'to melt;

to moisten'. Cp. tilley, tinea. For *td, 'to melt',

a base collateral with base *ti-, see thaw.

tigress, n. — Formed fr. F. tigresse, fr. tigre. See

tiger and 1st -ess.

tigrine, adj., tigerlike. — L. tigrinus, fr. tigris. See

tiger and adj. suff". -ine (representing L. -inus).

tigroid, adj., resembling a tiger. — Compounded

of Gk. Tiypt.?, 'tiger', and -oetSyji;, 'like', fr.

sISo?, 'form, shape'. See tiger and -oid.

tike, n. — See tyke.

til, n., a mark ( ~ ) placed over a vowel or the first

vowel of a diphthong in Portuguese to indicate

nasalization as in Id, grdo. — Port., fr. L. titulus.

See tilde.

tilasite, n., a magnesium calcium arsenate (min-

eral.) — Swed. tilasit, named after the Swedish

mining engineer Daniel Tilas. The ending -it

goes back to Gk. -tT7)<; ; see subst. suff". -ite.

tilbury, n., a kind of two -wheeled carriage. —
Named after a London coach builder, who first

designed it.

tilde, n., a mark (~) placed over the letter n in

Spanish to indicate the palatal sound of n, as in

senor. — Sp., formed with metathesis fr. L. ti-

tulus, 'inscription, superscription, label, title'.

See title.

tile, n. — ME., fr. OE. tigele, tigule, which, to-

gether with OS. tiegla, ON. tigl, Dan. tegl, Swed.

tegel, MDu. tiegel (Du. tegel), OHG. ziagala,

ziagal (MHG., G. ziegel), derives fr. L. tegula

(whence also It. tegola, F. tuile), which is rel. to

tegere, 'to cover'. See thatch and cp. tegument.

Cp. also tuille.

Derivatives: tile, tr. v., til-ed, adj., til-er, n., til-

ery, n., til-ing, n.

tilefish, n. — A name formed from the ending of

the generic name of this flsh, called Lopholatilus

chamaeleonticeps.

Tilia, n., a genus of trees, the linden (bot.) — L.

tilia, 'the linden tree', of uncertain origin; pos-

sibly cogn. with Gk. tctsX^S, 'the elm' (see

Ptelea and cp. teil).

Tiliaceae, n. pi., the linden family (bot.)— Formed
with suff. -aceae fr. L. tilia. See prec. word.

tiUaceous, adj. — See Tilia and -aceous.

tin, prep, and conj. — ME. till, til, fr. OE. ///, fr.

ON. /("/, 'to', which is rel. to ON., Dan., Swed.,

OFris. til, 'to till', OE., OFris. til, 'good, conve-

nient', Goth, tils, gatils, 'convenient', OHG.,
MHG. zil, G. Ziel, 'limit, end, goal", and to OE.

tilian, 'to strive after'. See till, 'to cultivate (the

land)', and cp. until.

tai, n., a drawer, esp. a money drawer.— Earlier

tille, tylle, back formation fr. ME. tillen, tyllen,

'to draw', fr. OE. -tyllan (e.g. in fortyllan, 'to

draw aside, lead astray, seduce'). For the sense

development o{ till, 'drawer', fr. ME. tillen, 'to

draw', cp. drawer, from the verb to draw, and F.

tiroir, 'drawer', fr. tirer, 'to draw'. ME. tillen

stands in gradational relationship to ME. tullen,

tollen, 'to draw, pull'. Cp. toll, 'to attract'.

till, tr. v., to cultivate (the land).— ME. tilien, fr.

OE. tilian, 'to strive after, endeavor, treat, culti-

vate (the land)', rel. to OS. tilian, OFris. tilia, 'to

reach, obtain', MDu., Du. telen, 'to breed, raise;

to grow, cultivate', OHG. zilen, zilon, 'to hurry,

make haste', G. zielen, 'to aim, strive', Goth.

/("/, /('/, 'opportunity', tilon, gatilon, 'to reach,

obtain', and prob. cogn. with Olr. dil, 'agree-

able'. See till, prep.

Tillandsia, n., a genus of plants, the long moss

(bot.) — ModL., named after the 18th cent.

Swedish botanist Elias Tillands. For the ending

see 1st suff. -ia.

tiller, n., one who tills (the land).— Formed from

the verb till with agential suff. -er.

tiller, n., bar, lever, fixed to the head of a rudder.

— ME. tiler, 'the wooden beam of a crossbow',

fr. MF. teller, 'weaver's beam', fr. OF., fr. ML.
telarium, fr. L. tela, 'web', which stands for

*texld- and is rel. to texere, 'to weave'. See text

and cp. tela, telary, toil, 'net'.

tiller, n., shoot of a plant (now dial.)— OE. telgor,

telgra, 'twig, shoot', fr. telga, 'branch, shoot,'

which is rel. to ON. tjalga, OHG. zelga, of s.m.,

ON. telgja, 'to cut', taiga, 'the act ofcutting', and

cogn. with Olr. dluigim, 'I cleave, split', Ir. delg,

'thorn', Lith. daJgis, 'scythe'.

Derivative: tiller, intr. v., to put forth new

shoots.

tilley, also tilly, n., the seed of the croton oil plant.

— F. tilly, fr. ModL. tiglium in Croton tiglium,

'croton oil plant'. See tiglic.

tilt, intr. v., to slope; tr. v., to cause to slope. —
ME. tilten, 'to fall; to cause to fall', fr. OE.

*tyltan, for *lieltan, fr. tealt, 'unsteady', whence

tealtian, 'to be unsteady' ; rel. to ON. tyllasl, 'to



trip', Swed. tulta, 'to waddle', Norw. tylta, 'to

walk on tiptoe', MDu. touteren (for *talteren),

'to swing'.

Derivatives: tilt, n., a sloping position, titt-ing,

n.

tilt, intr. v., to joust. — Fr. tilt, 'to slope, to as-

sume a sloping position'.

Derivative: tilt, n., a joust.

tilt, n., cover of a cart, awning. — ME. telt, tilt,

'tent', a collateral form of teld, fr. OE. teld, ge-

tetd, rel. to ON. tjald, MDu. telt, OHG., MHG.,
G. zelt, 'tent', and to OE. beteldan, 'to cover'.

Cp. F. taudis, 'a miserable hovel', fr. OF. (se)

tauder, {se) taudir, 'to project (oneself), shelter

(oneself)', fr. Prankish *teldan, which is rel. to

OE. teld, etc. Cp. also toldo.

Derivative: tilt, tr. v., to cover with an awning.

tilth, n., the act of tilling. — ME. tilth, fr. OE.
tild, fr. tilian, 'to cultivate (the land)'. See till,

'to cultivate', and cp. Du. teelt, 'a crop'. For the

ending see subst. sufF. -th.

Timalidae, n. pi., a family of singing birds (orni-

thol.) —• ModL., of uncertain origin. For the

ending see suff. -idae.

timbal, n., 1) a kettledrum; 2) in entomol., a vi-

brating membrane resembling a drumhead. —
F. timbale, changed (under the influence oicym-
bale, 'cymbal'), fr. MF. tamballe, which is a

blend of OF. (= F.) tambour, 'drum', and Sp.

atabal, 'kettledrum'. See atabal and tambour and

cp. next word.

timbale, n., a preparation of chicken, fish or other

food cooked in a drum-shaped mold.— F., 'dish

of fowl, fish, etc.', lit. 'kettledrum' (see prec.

word) ; so called from the rounded shape of the

mold in which it is cooked.

timber, n. — ME., fr. OE., 'timber, a building,

act of building', whence timbran, timbrian, 'to

build', rel. to OS. timbar, 'a building, room',

ON. timbr, Swed. timmer, Dan. temmer, 'tim-

ber', OFris. timber, MDu. timber, timmer,

'wood, building', Du. timmer, 'room', OHG.
zimbar, MHG. zimber, 'timber, wooden dwell-

ing, dwelling, room', G. Zimmer, 'room", Goth.

timrjan, timbrjan, 'to build', timrja, 'builder'; fr.

l.-E. base *dem-, *demd-, 'to build', whence also

Gk. Ssfisiv, 'to build'. See dome, 'a building',

and cp. tame.

timber, tr. v. — ME. timbren, fr. OE. timbran,

timbrian, 'to build', fr. limber, 'timber, a build-

ing, act of building' ; rel. to OS. timbrian, ON.
timbra, Swed. timra, Dan. tsmre, OFris. timbria,

MDu., Du. timmeren, OHG. zimbaron, zim-

beren, MHG. zimberen, G. zimmern, 'to build',

which derive from the respective nouns. See

timber, n.

timbre, n., the characteristic quality of a sound,

quality in the tone of an instrument or voice. —
F., 'a bell with striking hammer, quality of a

tone', fr. OF. tymbre, 'a kind of drum', which

was borrowed fr. MGk. Tii|j.Kavov (pron. lym-

banon), 'kettledrum' (through the intermediary

forms *timbene, *timbne), fr. Gk. Tu[X7ravov.

See tympanum and cp. next word.

timbrel, n., a kind of small drum.— Formed with

the dimin. suff. -el fr. OF. tymbre, 'a kind of

drum'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: timbrel, tr. and intr. v., timbrel{l)-

ed, adj., timbrel(J)-er, n.

time, n. —- ME. time, fr. OE. tima, 'time, date,

period of time, lifetime', rel. to ON. ti-mi, 'time',

fr. Teut. *tl-, 'time', whence also OE. tid (fr.

Teut. *ti-di), 'time', prop, 'division of time', fr.

I.-E. base *dd-, *ddi-, *di-, *d^-, 'to divide'. See

tide, n., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: time, tr. v., tim-ed, adj., time-less,

adj., time-less-ly, adv., time-less-ness, n., tim-er,

n., time-ly, adj., time-li-ly, adv., time-li-ness, n.,

timeous (q.v.)

timeous, timous, adj., early; timely {Scot.} — A
hybrid coined fr. time and -ous, a sutF. of Latin

origin.

timid, adj., fearful. — L. timidus, 'faint-hearted,

cowardly, timid', fr. timere, 'to fear', which prob.

meant orig. 'to be in the dark, to grope about in

the dark', and is rel. to tenebrae (for *temebrae,

fr. *temesrae), 'darkness', temere, 'rashly, at

random', prop, 'in the dark', and cogn. with OI.

tdmas-, 'darkness', tamsrah, 'dark'. See temerity

and 1st -id.

Derivatives: timid-ly, adv., timid-ness, n.

timidity, n. — L. timiditas, 'faint-heartedness,

cowardice", fr. timidus. See timid and -ity.

timist, n., a musical performer considered ac-

cording to his ability to keep time. — A hybrid

coined fr. time and -ist, a sufF. of Greek origin.

timocracy, n., 1) according to Plato, a state in

which the love of honor is the ruling principle;

2) according to Aristotle, a state in which polit-

ical power is bestowed in proportion to the

property possessed. — ME., fr. OF. tymocracie

(F. timocratie), fr. ML. timocratia, fr. Gk.

TifioxpaTidt, compounded of tIjatj, 'priqe,

worth, honor, esteem, respect', and -xpa-ria, fr.

xpaTo;, 'strength, power, rule'. The first ele-

ment is rel. to tisiv, 'to place a value on, to

honor', fr. l.-E. base *q^ei-, *q"i-, 'to respect,

consider, honor, pay, fine, expiate, punish,

avenge', whence also Gk. Ttoivr;, 'bloodmoney,

fine, penalty, punishment'. See penal and words

there referred to and cp. the first element in

Timothy, Tisiphone and the second element in

xenotime. For the second element see -cracy.

timocratie, timocratical, adj. — Formed fr. Gk.

TLfAoxpaTia (see prec. word) with sutf. -ic,'resp.

also -al.

Timon, n., a misanthrope. — Fr. Timon, a misan-

thrope who lived in Athens at the time of the

Peloponnesian War (431-404). He is the hero of

Shakespeare's Timon of Athens.

timoneer, n., helmsman {rare). — F. timonier, fr.

OF., fr. timon, 'helm', fr. VL. *timonem, ace. of

*tlmo, altered fr. L. temo, 'beam, pole', which

stands for *tecmd and derives fr. l.-E. *terjgh-.

'to draw, pull', whence also OHG. dlhsala,

MHG. dlhsel, G. Deichsel, MDu. diesel, Du.

dissel, ON. k'sl, OS. thisla, OE. pixl, pisl{e),

'carriage pole, shaft', OPruss. teansis, 'pole',

Avestic &ang-, OSlav. t^gngti, 'to draw, pull'. It.

timone, and Sp. timon, 'helm', also derive fr. VL.

*timdnem. For the ending of timoneer see suff.

-eer.

timorous, adj., timid. — ME., fr. MF. timoureus,

fr. OF., fr. timor, 'fear', fr. L. timorem, ace. ot

timor, 'fear', fr. timere, 'to fear'. See timid and

-ous.

Derivatives : timorous-ly, adv., timorous-ness, n

timous, adj. — See timeous.

timpano, n., a kettledrum. — It., fr. L. tympanum.

See tympanum.

Timothy, masc. FN. — F. Timothee, fr. L. Timo-

theus, fr. Gk. Ti[i6&sot;, lit. 'honoring God', fr.

Tifx:^, 'honor, respect', and ^s.6q, 'God'. See

timocracy and theo-.

timothy, n., also timothy grass, — Named after

Timothy Hanson, who lived in the 18th cent.

and introduced this grass in North America.

tin, n. — ME., fr. OE., rel. to ON., Dan., MLG.,
MDu., Du. tin, OHG., MHG. zin, G. Zinn, 'tin'

;

of unknown origin.

Derivatives: tin, tr. v., tinn-ed, adj., tinn-er, n.,

tinn-ery, n., tinn-ing, n., tinn-y, adj.

Tinamidae, n. pi., a family of birds, the tinamou

(ornithol.) — ModL., formed with suff". -idae fr.

Tinamus, name of the type genus, fr. F. tinamou.

tinamou, n., any bird of the family Tinamidae

(ornithol.) — F., fr. Galibi tinamu.

tincal, n., also tincar, n., crude borax. — Arab.-

Pers. tinkdl, tinkdr, fr. Malay, tinkal, fr. Ol.

tankanah, 'borax', which is perh. related to the

Jankandh, a people mentioned in the Ramayana

and elsewhere.

tinct, adj., tinged, colored. — L. linctus, pp. of

tingere. See tinge.

Derivatives: tinct, n. (q.v.), tinct-ion, n.

tinct, n., tint. — L. tinctum, neut. of tinctus, pp.

of tingere. See tinge and cp. tatat, tent, 'a sweet

wine'

.

tinctorial, adj., pertaining to dyeing. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. tinctorius, fr. tinctor,

'dyer', fr. tinctus, pp. of tingere. See tinct, adj.

tincture, n., tinge, tint. — L. tinctOra, 'dyeing', fr.

tinctus, pp. of tingere. See tinge and -ure and cp.

tinct.

Derivative: tincture, tr. v.

tindal, n., a petty oflicer of lascar soldiers (India).

— Malayalam tandal, fr. Telugu tandelu.

tinder, n., inflammable material. — ME. tinder,

fr. OE. tynder, tyndre; rel. to ON. tundr, Dan.

tender, Swed. tunder, Du. tondel, tonder, OHG.
zuntara, zuntra, MHG., G. zunder, 'tinder',

which prob. derive from the respective verbs:

OE. -tendan (found only in compounds), 'to

kindle', ON. tenda, tendra, Dan. txnde, Swed.

tdnda, 'to kindle', OHG. zunten, 'to inflame,

kindle', MHG. zunden, 'to burn, shine', MHG.,

G. ziinden, 'to kindle', which are rel. to Goth.

tundnan, 'to be kindled, burn', tandjan, 'to

kindle'. Cp. also ON. tandri, 'spark, fire', and

the first element in tandstickor. OF. tondre,

'tinder', is a Teut. loan word.

Derivatives: tinder-ed, tinder-ish, tinder-y, adjs.

tine, n., prong of a fork.— ME. tind, fr. OE. tind,

rel. to ON. tindr, 'point, top, summit', OHG.
zint, 'point, spike', OHG. zinna, MHG., G.

zinne, 'pinnacle'. See zinc.

Derivative: tin-ed, adj.

tinea, n., ringworm (a skin disease). — ME., fr.

L., 'a gnawing worm, moth' ; of uncertain origin.

It possibly derives fr. I.-E. base *ti-, 'to melt,

moisten', and orig. denoted an insect that grows

in mud. See tiglic and cp. tinosa.

ting, intr. and tr. v.—Of imitative origin. Cp. tink.

tinge, tr. v., to color sUghtly. — ME. tingen, fr

L. tingere, 'to wet, moisten; to soak in color,

dye', fr. I.-E. base *teng-, 'to moisten, soak',

whence also Gk. tsyyei^v, 'to moisten', OHG.
thunkon, dunkon, MHG. tunken, dunken, G. tun-

ken, 'to steep, immerse'. Cp. tinct, tinctorial,

tincture, distain, extinguish, extinct, intinction,

stain, taint, tint. Cp. also dunk, Dunker.

Derivative: tinge, n., a slight coloring.

tingle, intr. v. — Freq. of ting. Cp. tink, tinkle.

Derivative: tingle, a.

tink, intr. and tr. v., tinkle (rare) — ME. tinken,

of imitative origin. Cp. tinker.

tinker, n., a mender of kettles, pans, pots, etc. —
Formed from the verb tink with agential suff".

-er; cp. tinkle. The orig, meaning of tinker was

'one who makes a tinkling sound'.

Derivatives: tinker, intr. and tr. v., tinker-er, a.,

tinker-ty, adj.

tinkle, intr. v., to make ringing sounds; tr. v., to

cause to tinkle.— Formed fr. ME. tinklen, freq.

of tinken. See tink and freq. suff". -le.

Derivatives: tinkle, n., a tinkling sound, tinkl-

er, n., tinkl-ing, verbal n., tinkl-y, adj.

tinnitus, n., ringing in the ears (med.) — L. tinni-

tus, fr. tinnitus, pp. of tinnire, 'to ring, jingle',

from the imitative base *ten-, whence also to-

ndre, 'to thunder'. See thunder and cp. tintin-

nabulum and the first element in tintamarre.

tinosa, n., a poisonous fish, Xurel lugubris.— Sp.,

prop. fem. of tiiioso, 'scabby, scurvy', fr. L. ti-

neosus, 'wormy, full of moths', fr. tinea, 'worm,

moth'. See tinea.

tinsel, n., 1) a fabric of silk or wool interwoven

with glittering thin strips of metal (history) ; 2)

anything gaudy. —• MF. estencelle, estincelle

(F. etincelle), 'spark', fr. OF., fr. "VL. *stincilla,

formed with metathesis fr. L. scintilla, 'spark'.

See scintilla and cp. stencil.

Derivatives: tinsel, adj. and tr. v., tinsel-ly, adj.

and adv.

tint, n., color. — Fr. earlier tinct, n., fr. L. tinc-

tum, neut. of tinctus, pp. ot tingere. See tinge and

cp. words there referred to. Cp. also the second

element in aquatint, monotint.



tintamarre

Derivatives: tint, tr. v., tint-er, n., tint-ing, n.,

tint-y, adj.

tintamarre, n., a confused noise, clamor. — F., a

compound whose first element derives fr. tinter,

'to ring', fr. Late L. tinnitdre, freq. of L. tinnire,

'to ring'; see tinnitus. The second element in

tinta-marre is of unknown origin.

tintinnabular, tintinnabulary, adj., related to, or

connected with, bells. — Formed fr. tintinna-

bulum with suff. -ar, resp. -ary.

tintinnabulation, n., the ringing of bells.— Form-

ed from next word with suff. -ation.

tintimiabulum, n., bell.— L. tintinndbulum, fr. tin-

tinndre, 'to ring, jingle, tinkle', formed through

reduplication (for the sake of emphasis) from

the base of tinnire, of s.m., which is of imitative

origin. See tinnitus. For the suff. -dbulum cp.

acetabulum.

tintometer, n., an instrument for the determina-

tion of tints. — A hybrid coined fr. tint, a word

of Latin origin, and Gk. (i^Tpov, 'measure'. See

meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

tiny, adj. — ME. tine, tyne, of unknown origin.

Cp. teeny.

Derivative: tini-ness, n.

-tion, suff. denoting action or state.— Fr. L. -tid,

gen. -tionis (either directly or through the me-

dium of OF. -cion or F. -tion), formed fr. the t-

formative element of the past participle and the

suff. -io, gen. -ionis. See -ion and cp. -ation, -ition,

-sion.

tip, n., end, extremity of anything. — ME. tip,

tippe, rel. to Dan., Norw., MLG., MDu., Du.

tip, Swed. tipp, MHG. zip/, zipfel, G. Zipfel and

in gradational relationship to OE. tseppa, 'tap'.

See tap, 'pipe', and cp. tippet.

Derivatives : tip, tr. v, , to furnish with a tip, tipp-

er, n.

tip, tr. v., to touch lightly, tap.— Cp. LG. tippen,

G. tappen, 'to touch lightly', and E. tap, 'to

strike lightly'.

Derivative: tip, n., a slight touch.

tip, n., 1) gratuity; 2) a hint. — Of uncertain ori-

gin.

Derivative: tip, tr. v., to give a tip to; intr. v., to

give a tip or tips.

tip, tr. v., to cause to tilt, to upset, overthrow;

intr. v., to tilt. — ME. tipen, typen, 'to over-

throw', of uncertain origin. Cp. tipsy.

Tiphia, n., a genus of insects, the wasp {entomol-

ogy). — ModL., fr. Gk. TicpT), 'a kind of insect,

the water spider', which is of uncertain origin.

For the ending see 1st suff. -ia. Cp. Tipula.

tippet, n., a scarf. — ME. tipet, dimin. of tip, 'a

point'. See tip, n., 'end'.

Derivative: tippet, tr. and intr. v.

tipple, tr. v., to cause to fall ; intr. v., to tip over,

tUt. — Formed with the freq. suff. -le fr. tip, 'to

cause to tilt; to tilt'.

Derivatives: tipple, n., a structure for emptying

cars by tipping, tippl-er, n.

tipple, tr. and intr. v., to drink frequently. — Cp.

Norw. tipla, 'to drink in small quantities, to

drip' ; of uncertain origin.

tipstaff, n., a staff tipped with metal.— For tipped

staff.

tipster, n., a seller of tips. — Formed fr. tip, 'gra-

tuity; hint', with suff. -ster.

tipsy, adj., mildly drunk. — Fr. tip, 'to cause to

tilt, to upset'. For the suff. cp. tricksy.

tiptoe, n. — ME. tiptoo, 'the tip of ones toe', fr.

tip, tippe, 'tip', and too, 'toe'. See tip, 'end', and

toe.

Derivatives: tiptoe, adj. and intr. v.

Tipula, n., a genus of insects, typical of the fam-

ily Tipulidae, the crane flies (zool.) — L. tippula,

tipula, 'water spider', a loan word fr. Gk. TicpT],

'water spider'. See Tiphia.

Tipularia, n., a genus of plants, the crane-fly or-

chid (bot.) — ModL., formed fr. L. tipula, 'the

water spider' (see Tipula); so called from the

alleged resemblance of the flower to the water

spider. For the ending see 1st suff. -aria.

tirade, n., a long, violent speech, esp. one of

denunciation. — F., fr. It. tirata, 'volley', lit. 'a

pulling, drawing, lengthening; a long speech', fr.

tirare, 'to pull, draw', which, together with MF.
(= F.) tirer. Proven?., Sp., Port, tirar, of s.m., is

of uncertain origin. Cp. tirailleur, franc-tireur,

retire. Cp. also terry.

tirailleur, n., sharpshooter. — F., fr. tirailler, 'to

skirmish', fr. tirer, 'to pull, draw, shoot'. See

tire, 'to pull', and cp. retire.

tire, tr. v., to fatigue, weary; intr. v., to become
weary. — ME. tyren, fr. OE. tioriaii, leorian, of

unknown origin.

Derivatives: tir-ed, adj., tir-ed-ly, adv., tir-ed-

ness, n., tire-less, adj., tire-less-ly, adv., tire-less-

ness, n., tire-some, adj., tire-some-ly, adv., tire-

some-ness, n., tir-ing, adj., tir-ing-ly, adv.

tire, tr. v., to attire. — ME. tiren, aphetic for

atiren. See attire.

Derivative: tire, n., apparel.

tire, also tyre, n., a band placed around a wheel.

— The same a presc. word, the tire being regard-

ed as the 'attire' or 'apparel' of the wheel.

Derivative : tire, tr. v., to put a tire on.

tiro, n. — The better spelling of tyro.

tirocinium, n., the first service of a young soldier;

lack of experience. — L. tirocinium, formed fr.

tiro, 'young soldier; recruit; beginner' (see

tyro), on analogy of latrocinium, "service of

mercenaries'. Suff. -cinium is prob. cogn. with

Gk. -xovoi; in Siaxovoi;, 'servant". See deacon

and words there referred to and cp. esp. the sec-

ond element in larceny.

tirraUrra, n. — Imitative of a bird's note.

Tirshatfaa, n., title of the Persian governor of

Judaea, appUed to Nehemiah {Bible), always

preceded by the article: hat-Tirshdtha. — Lit.

'the revered one', fr. Avestic tarshta, 'feared,

revered', which is rel. to OI. trdsati, 'trembles',

trastdlf, 'trembling', and cogn. with Gk. Tpletv,

'to tremble', L. terrere, 'to frighten'. See terrible.

titiiiation

tisane, n., decoction, medicinal tea. — F., fr. L.

tisana, fr. Gk. TTTTtaavT;, 'barley gruel', lit. 'crush-

ed barley'. See ptisan.

Tishri, n., name of the seventh Jewish month. —
Mishnaic Heb. Tishri, Akkad. Tashritu, name of

the seventh, orig. the first, month of the year,

lit. 'beginning', fr. shurru, 'to begin, open, ini-

tiate', which is rel. to Aram., Syr., Mand. sh^rd,

'he began; he loosened; he dwelled, lodged,

stayed, abode", Heb. shard, 'he let loose (the

thunder)', Ethiop. sardya, 'he condoned (a sin)'.

Tisiphone, n., one of the Erinyes (Furies) {Greek

mythol.)— L., fr. Gk. TlaicpovT), lit. 'avenger of

murder', fr. xlmc, 'payment, punishment, ven-

geance', and 96V0?, 'murder". Gk. tiok; derives

fr. Ttveiv, 'to pay a price, punish, avenge', which

is related to tisiv, 'to place a value on, to honor',

Tljx'ifl, 'price, worth, honor, esteem, respect', fr.

I.-E. base *q^ei-, *q^i-, 'to respect, consider,

honor, pay, expiate, punish'; see penal and cp.

the first element in timocracy, Timothy. Gk.

(povoi; stands for *g^honos, fr I.-E. base *g"hen-,

'to strike', whence also L. de-fendere, 'to ward
off, defend". See defend and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

tissue, n. — ME. tissu, fr. OF. (= F.) tissu,

'woven fabric', pp. of tistre (F. titre, tisser), fr.

L. texere, 'to weave'; introduced into medical

terminology by the French anatomist and phy-

siologist Marie-Fran?ois-Xavier Bichal (1771-

1802) about the year 1800. See text and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: tissue, tr. v., tissu-ed, adj., tissue-y,

adj.

tit, n,, teat. — ME. title, fr. OE. titt, tit. See teat.

tit, n., a small or poor horse; a girl. — Orig. a

child's word denoting anything small. Cp. Icel.

tittr, Norw. tita, 'a little bird', and next word.

Cp. also the first element in titbit, titlark, and

the second element in tomtit.

tit, n., any of various small birds. — Back forma-

tion fr. titmouse.

tit, n., tap; blow; now inly in the phrase 'tit for

tat'. — Of imitative origin.

Titan, n., 1) {Greek mythol.) one of the primitive

gigantic deities, the children of Uranus and
Gaea; 2) the sun god, Helios, son of the Titan

Hyperion ; 3) any person or thing of enormous
size or power. — L., fr. Gk. Ttrav, 'a Titan',

orig. 'god of the sun', and derived fr. titco, 'sim,

day', which is prob. a loan word from Asia

Minor. Cp. titanium.

titan-, form of titano- before a vowel.

titanate, n., any salt of titanic acid {chem.) —
Formed fr. titan- with chem. suff. -ate.

Titanesque, adj., resembling a Titan. — A hybrid

coined fr. Gk. TTtSv (see Titan) and -esque, a

suff. of Italian, ult. Teut., origin.

Titaness, n., a female Titan. — A hybrid coined

fr. Gk. Tixav (see Titan) and 1st suff. -ess, fr.

F. suff. -esse. The correct form would be Titanis

or Titanisssa.

titania, n., titanium dioxide {chem.) — ModL.
See titanium.

Titanic, adj., 1) pertaining to, or like, the Titans;

2) {not cap.) huge, gigantic. — Lit. 'resembling

a Titan'. Formed fr. Titan with adj. suff. -ic.

titanic, adj., pertaining to titanium {chem.) ~-

Formed fr. titanium with adj. suff. -ic.

titanlte, n., a mineral containing titanic acid. —
G. Titanit, coined by Klaproth in 1795. See next

word. The ending -it goes back to Gk. -Tttji;
;

see subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: titanit-ic, adj.

titanium, n., name of a metallic element {chem.)

— ModL., coined by the German chemist

Martin Heinrich Klaproth (1743-1817) in 1796

fr. L. Tltani or Titdnes, fr. Gk. TtTavs? (pi. of

TitSv), the sons of Uranus and Gaea, in ref-

erence to another element discovered by him six

years before and called by him uranium. See

Titan and cp. uranium. For the ending oftitanium

see 2nd -ium.

Derivative: titan-ic, adj.

titano-, before a vowel titan-, combining form for

titanium.

Titanomachy, n., the war between the Titans and

the Olympian gods {Greek mythol.) — Gk.

TiTavo^a/ta, compounded of TixSvei;, pi. of

TiTav, 'Titan', and -[^.a/la, fr. (J.ax'O, 'battle'.

See Titan and -machy.

titbit, n., a choice morsel. — Lit. 'a little bit", fr.

tit, 'anything small', and the noun bit.

titer, titre, n., the strength of a solution used in

titration {chem.) — F. titre, 'title; strength', fr.

L. titulus. See titie.

tithe, n.— ME. tethe, tithe,ir. OE. teogoda, teoda,

'tenth', fr. tien, tyn, ten, 'ten'. Cp. ON. tiunde,

OHG. zehanto, zehendo, 'tenth; tithe', MHG.
zehende, zende, tenth, tithe', G. zehnte, 'tenth',

Zehnte, 'tithe', Goth, taihunda, 'tenth', and see

ten, tenth. Cp. also teind. Co. also decimal and

words there referred to.

tithe, tr. v. — ME. tithen, fr. OE. teodian, fr.

teoda, 'tenth'. See tithe, n.

Derivatives: tith-able, adj., tith-er, n., tithing

(q-v.)

tithing, n., 1) the act of tithing; 2) ten households

forming an administrative unit. — ME. tething,

tithing, fr. OE. teodung, 'a group of ten men', fr.

teodian, 'to tithe'. See tithe, v., and -ing, suff.

forming verbal nouns.

titian, adj., reddish yellow. — Named after the

Venetian painter Titian (anglicized form of

Tiziano Vecellio), 1477-1576, in allusion to the

circumstance that he often used this color for

painting the hair.

titillate, tr. v., to tickle. — L. titilldtus, pp. of

titilldre, 'to tickle', of imitative origin. For the

ending see verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: titillat-er, n., titillat-ing, adj.,

titillating-ly, adv., titiiiation (q.v.), titillat-ive,

adj., titillat-or, n., titillat-ory, adj.

titiiiation, n. — ME. titillacione, fr. L. lllilldtio.



gen. -onis, fr. titiUdtus, pp. of titillare. See prec.

word and -ion.

titivate, tittivate, tr. and intr. v., to dress up

(collog.) — Fr. earlier tidivate, tiddivate, prob.

formed from the adjective tidy in imitation of

cultivate and other verbs of Latin origin ending

in -ivate.

Derivatives : tit(t)ivat-ion, n., tit(l)ivat-or, n.

titlarli, n., pipit. — Lit. 'a small lark', fr. tit,

'anything little', and lark.

title, n.— ME. titel, title, fr. OF. title (in French

dissimilated into litre), fr. L. titulus, 'inscription,

superscription, title', which is of uncertain ori-

gin. Cp. til, tilde, titer, titration, tittle, titular,

entitle, intitule.

title, tr. V. — ME. titelen, fr. titel, title, 'title'. See

title, n.

Derivatives: titl-ed, adj., titl-er, n., titl-ing, n.

titmouse, n., any of a number of small birds in-

cluding the chickadee.— ME. titemose, lytmase,

compounded of til, 'anything small' (see tit, 'a

small horse'), and OE. ntdse, 'titmouse', which

is rel. to MDu. mese, Du. mees, OHG. meisa,

MHG., G. meise, Swed. mes, Norw. meis, ON.
meisingr, Frankish *meisinga (whence F. me-

sange), 'titmouse', and cogn. with W. mwyalch,

OCo. moelft, Bret, mouiak'h, 'blackbird'. E.

titmouse was influenced in form by mouse. Cp
coalmouse.

titrate, tr. v., to determine the strength of a

chemical solution by observing the amount of a

liquid of known strength (called the standard

solution), which it is necessary to add to the

solution in order to produce a definite chemical

reaction. — Formed with verbal suff. -ate fr. F.

titrer, 'to give a title to; to determine the

strength of, fr. litre, 'title; right; fineness (of

coinage), strength, titer (of solution)', fr. OF.

title. See titer.

Derivative: titrat-ion, n.

titre, n. — A var. of titer.

titter, intr. v., to giggle; n., the act of tittering. —
Of imitative origin.

tittle, n., mark placed over a letter. — ME. titel,

title, fr. L. titulus. See title. For sense develop-

ment cp. tilde.

tittle-tattle, n. — Antiphonic reduplication of

tattle.

tittup, intr. v., to behave in a lively manner; to

caper. — Of imitative origin.

Derivatives: tittup, n., tittupp-y, adj.

titubant, adj., staggering, tottering.— L. tilubdns,

gen. -antis. See next word.

titubate, intr. v., to stagger, totter, — L. tilubdtus,

pp. of titubare, 'to stagger, totter, reel', which is

of imitative origin.

titubation, n. — L. titubdtio, gen. -onis, fr. tilubd-

tus, pp. of titubdre. See prec. word and -ion.

titular, adj., 1) pertaining to a title; 2) held in

virtue of a title; 3) existing only in title. — L.

*tituldris, fr. titulus, 'title'. See title and -ar.

titulary, adj., titular; n., a person who holds a

title. — See prec. word and -y (representing L.

-ius). Formed fr. L. titulus, 'title' (see title), with

adj. suff. -ary.

Titus, masc. PN. — L. For the literal meaning of

this name see Kerenyi in Glolta 22, 40 (quoted

by Walde-Hofmann, LEW., II, 686, s.v. titulus).

tityre-tu, n., name of a gang of ruffians in London

in the time of the Restoration. — Fr. L. Tityre,

tu ("O Tityrus, thou"), the opening word of

Virgil's first eclogue.

tizzy, n., a sixpence (slang).— Corruption of tes-

ter, name of coins.

tmesis, n., separation of a compound word by the

intervention of a word or words (gram.) — Gk.

TjiTJOT?, 'a cutting', fr. *tm-, zero degree of I.-E.

base *tem-, 'to cut', whence -re(xveiv, 'to cut',

TO (17), 'a cutting'. See tome and cp. words there

referred to.

T.N.T., trinitrotoluene. — Abbreviation of the

initials of the elements of /rinitroroluene.

to, prep.— ME., fr. OE. to, rel. to OS., OFris. to,

Du. toe, OHG. zuo, zua, zo, MHG. zuo, G. zu,

'to', from the I.-E. pronominal base *d6-, 'to,

toward, upwards', whence also L. du- in donee,

'as long as, while', and -do in quaiido, 'when'.

Cp. I.-E. *dd in OSlav. do, 'as far as, to", and in

OL, -do, -du (in endo, endu, 'in'). Cp. also I,-E.

*de in Avestic -da (as in vaesm'^n-da, 'to the

house'), Gk. -Ss [as in olxxSs. oIxovSe, 'to

one's home, homeward', and in 'Ai>Y)vai^E (for

*'A%-a.m\)z8z), 'to or toward Athens'], and in

L, -de (as in inde, 'thence, from there', unde,

'whence, from where'). Cp. too, which is a

doublet of to, and tattoo, 'drumbeat', Cp, also

de-, endo-, indigene.

Derivative: to, adv,

toad, n,, a tailless frogUke amphibian, — ME.

tade, tode, fr. OE. tdde, shortened form of

tddige, tddie; of unknown origin. Cp. tadpole,

toady.

Derivatives: tuad-ish, adj., toady, adj. (q,v,)
.

toadeater, n., a flattering parasite, — Orig. a

quack doctor's assistant who pretended to eat

toads to show his master's skill at curing him of

their alleged poison.

toady, adj., full of toads; resembling a toad. —
Formed fr. toad with suff. -y (fr. OE. -ig).

toady, n., a toadeater, — Shortened fr, toadeater

(q.v,)

Derivative; toady, tr. v.

toast, tr. and intr. v. — ME. toslen, fr. MF. tas-

ter, 'to roast', fr, OF,, fr. VL. *tostdre (whence

also It. tostare, Sp., Port, tostar, 'to roast"), freq.

of L. torrere (pp. tostus), "to parch, roast', fr.

I,-E, base *trs-, 'to be dry", whence also OL.

torrus (for *torsus), 'dry', L. terra (for *tersd),

'earth', lit. 'dry land'. See terra and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives: toast, n. (q.v.), toast-ee, n., toast-er,

n.

toast, n. — ME. toste, fr. tosten. See toast, v.

Derivatives: toast-y, adj., toasti-ness, n.

tobacco, n.— Sp., Port, tabaco, fr. Taino (Carib-
bean) tabaco, 'pipe for smoking; roll of tobacco
leaves' ; the English form of the word was prob.
influenced by Tobago, name of a West Indian
island; cp. F. tabac. It. tobacco, G. Tabak, Du.
tabak. Hind, tambaka, which all derive ult. fr.

Taino tabaco. Cp. also tabatiere.

tobacconist, n. — A hybrid coined from prec.

word, a euphonic n, and -ist, a suff". of Greek
origin.

Tobiah, Tobias, masc. PN. — Late L. Tobias, fr.

Gk. T<o|3iat;, Tw.Seiai;. fr. Heb. Tdbhiyyah, lit.

'The Lord is my good'. Heb. tobh, 'good', is rel.

to Arab, faba, 'was pleasant to the senses',

Aram, febh, tabh, Syr. te'bh, tobh, 'was good',
Ugar. tb, 'good', tbn, 'goodness', Akkad. fdbu,
'to be good, kind, joyful'. Cp. the second word
in yom tob. For the second element in Tobhiyyd''
cp. Elijah and words there referred to. Cp. also

Toby,

toboggan, n., a kind of long, flat-bottomed sled,— Micmac tobdgun, 'a sled made of skin'.

Derivatives: toboggan, intr. v,, toboggan-er, n,,

tobogganist (q,v,)

tobogganist, n, — A hybrid coined from prec.

word and -ist, a suff". of Greek origin.

Toby, masc. PN. — ME., fr. Late L. Tobias. See
Tobiah.

toby, n,, also toby jug.— From the PN, Toby. For
the use of PN,s to form names of vessels cp,

jack, Jeroboam.

toccata, n,, an improvised composition for piano-
forte or organ (music). — It,, prop, fem, pp, of
toccare, 'to touch', used as a noun. Toccata lit.

means 'a keyboard that is touched'; see touch,
toccatella, n,, a kind of short toccata (music). —
It,, dimin. of toccata. For the ending see suff

-ella.

toccatina, toccatino, n., a short toccata (music).— Dimin. of toccata. Cp. prec. word.
Tocharian, Tokharian, n,, 1) one of a people
living in Central Asia about 500-1000 of the
C,E,

; 2) the language spoken by this people;
adj,, pertaining to the Tocharians or their an-
guage, — Formed with suff. -ian on analogy of
G. tocharisch, which was adopted by E. Sieg
and W. Siegling fr. L. Tocharf, Gk. To/apoi, a
people who lived in the basin of the upper Oxus
in the 2nd cent, of the C.E., and suff. -isch (see
adj. suff. -ish). This identification of the i.-E.

language discovered during the last decade of
the 19th cent,, with the language of the Tochari,
that was orig, suggested by F.W.K. Miiller (in

Beitrag zur genaueren Bestimmung der unbekann-
len Sprachen Mittelasiens in Sitzungsberichte
der PreuBischen Akademie der Wissenschaften,
Berlin, 1907, p. 958 foil.) is obviously erroneous!

Tocharish, n. and adj., Tocharian. — G. tocha-
risch. See prec. word.

tocher, n., dot. dowry (Scot.) — OGael. lochar
(whence Gael, tochradh), rel. to Olr. tochur, lit.

'that which is assigned', fr. cuir, 'to put, assign'.

Derivative: tocher, tr. v., to provide with a dot.
-tocia, -tokia, combining form meaning 'child-

birth', as in dystocia, dystokia (obstetrics). -^
Medical L. -tocia, fr. Gk. -xoxia, fr. t6xo<;,

'childbirth, parturition'. See toco- and cp. dys-
tocia, oxytocia,

toco, also toko, n., a thrashing or flogging (Eng-
lish Slang). — Prop, imper. of Hind, toknd, 'to

censure, blame'.

toco-, combining form meaning 'childbirth' (ob-
stetrics), — Gk. TOXO-, fr. Toxoc, 'childbirth,

parturition', whence toxsu?, 'father', in the pi.

'parents' ; in gradational relationship to tezoi;,

'child', and to tixtew (for *Tt-TX£iv), 'to

bring forth, bear'. See thane and cp. tecno-, ana-
tocism, atocia, thelytokous.

tocology, tokology, n., obstetrics, midwifery. —
Compounded of toco- and Gk. -XoytS, fr.

-Xoyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);
one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy,

tocsin, n., 1) an alarm bell; 2) its sound. — F.,

'alarm bell', fr. OF touquesain, fr. OProven?.
tocasenh, lit. 'touch the bell', fr. tocar, 'to touch'
(fr. VL. *toccare), and senh, 'bell' (fr. Late L.
signum, 'sign; bell', fr. L. signum, 'sign'). See
touch and sign,

tod, n., a fox (Scot.) — Lit. 'the bushy-tailed ani-
mal', fr. tod, 'bush'.

tod, n., bush, bundle, weight of wool (archaic or
dial.) — ME. todd, prob. fr. LG. tot, tod,

'bundle', which is rel. to Du. todde, 'rag, tatter',

and to ON. toddi, 'bush, bundle, weight of
wool', OHG. zata, zota, zotia (fem.), zotio
(masc), MHG. zote, zotte, (masc, and fem,), G.
Zotte, (fem.), 'bundle, tuft of hair', and to LG.
tater, ON. tdtturr, 'rag' ; see tatter. Olt. tattera,

'second hand articles; trifle', and It. zazza,
zazzera, 'long hair of the head', are Teut. loan
words,

today, adv, and n, — ME,, fr. OE, tOdxge (fr, to,

'to', and dsege, dat. of dxg, 'day'), also (unflect-

ed) todseg. See to and day and cp, tonight, to-

morrow.

Derivatives: today, n,, today-ish, adj,

toddle, intr, v,, to go with short unsteady steps,

as a child, — Prob, a var, of Scot, tottle, 'to

walk with short steps', which is a freq, of
totter.

Derivatives: toddle, n., toddl-er, n.

toddy, n., 1) the sweet juice of the palmyra tree;

2) a drink made of spirit, sugar, lemon and hot
water. — Hind, tdri, 'juice of the palmyra tree",

fr. tar, 'palmyra tree', fr. Ol. tdlah, 'palmyra
tree', which is perh. of Dravidian origin. Cp.
Kannada tar, Telegu tddu.

to-do, n. — Compounded of to and do. For sense
development cp. F. affaire, 'business, affair', fr.

a, 'to', and /aire, 'to do' (see affair).

tody, n., a small brightcolored West Indian bird.— F. todier, fr. L. todus, a kind of small bird.

toe, n. — ME. ta, to, too, fr. OE. tdhe, ta, rel. to
ON. ta, Dan. taa, Swed. t&, OFris. tane, MDu.



toff

te, ten, Du. teen, OHG. zecha, zeha, MHG. zehe,

G. Zehe, 'toe', lit. 'that which shows', fr. I.-E.

base *deik-, 'to show', whence also Gk. Ssixvii-

vat, 'to show', L. dlcere, 'to show, to say', digi-

tus, 'finger', OE. tiecan, 'to show', Goth ga-

teihan, 'to announce'. See teach and cp. digit.

Derivatives : toe, tr. v., to-ed, adj.

toff, n., a swell, a dandy (slang). — Fr. earlier

toft, a var. of tuft,

toffee, n., taffy. — See taffy.

Tofleldia, n., a genus of plants, the false asphodel

(hot.) — ModL., named after the English bot-

anist Thomas Tofield (1730-79). For the ending

see 1st suff. -ia.

toft, n. {now dial.), 1) a homestead; 2) a knoll,

hill. — ME., fr. OE. toft, fr. ON. topt (whence

Dan. and Swed. toft, 'croft'), which is prob.

cogn. with the first element of Gk. Stx-TtESov,

'ground about a house' (for *dm-pedom), and

with Gk. 86|xoe, L. domus, 'house'. See dome,

'a building'.

tog (usually in the pi. togs), clothes. — Prob.

from next word.

Derivatives: tog, tr. v., tog-less, adj.

toga, n. — L. toga, 'a garment', lit. 'a covering',

in gradational relationship to tegere, 'to cover'.

See thatch, n., and cp. tegument and words there

referred to.

Derivative: toga-ed, adj.

togated, adj., togaed; dignified. — Formed with

1st suff. -ed fr. L. togdtus, 'wearing the toga', fr.

toga. See toga,

together, adv. — ME. togedere, togidere, fr.

togadere, togxdere, togxdre, compounded of to,

'to', and gadere, giedere, gsedre, 'together'. See

to and gather and cp. altogether.

Derivative: together-ness, n.

toggery, n., clothes (colloq.) — Formed fr. tog

with suff. -ery.

toggle, n., a metal pin inserted between the

strands of a rope. — Prob. a collateral form of

dial, luggte, which is a freq. of tug.

Derivative: toggle, tr. v., to provide with a

toggle or toggles.

togs, n. pi. — See tog.

tohubohu, n., chaos, utter confusion. — F. tohu-

bohu, Heb. tohu wabhohu (Gen. 1:2), 'empti-

ness and wasteness". Heb. tohu, 'emptiness', is

rel. to Ugar. thw, of s.m., and prob. also to Arab.

tih, 'desert, waste', tdha, 'he went astray', and

to Aram, (also Bibl. Aram.), and Syr. t'wah,

'was astonished, was amazed'. Heb. bohu, emp-

tiness, wasteness', developed fr. *buhw. It is

prob. rel. to Arab, bdhiya, 'was empty'.

toU, n., net, snare. — MF. (= F.) toiles, 'nets,

toils', pi. of toile, 'linen, cloth' (whence toile

d'araignee, 'cobweb'), fr. L. tela, 'woven stuff',

which stands for *texld, fr. L. texere, 'to weave'.

See text and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also toilet

toll, intr. v., to work hard. — ME. toilen. 'to

argue, struggle', fr. AF. toiller, fr. OF. toeillier.

toillier, 'to pull or drag about; to. stir, mix,

trouble, fr. L. tudiculdre, 'to stir', fr. tudicula, 'a

small machine for bruising olives', fr. tudes, gen.

tuditis, 'hammer', which is rel. to tundere, 'to

strike'. See tund.

Derivatives : toil-er, n., toil-ing, adj., toil-ing-ly,

adv.

toil, n., hard work, labor.— ME. toile, 'argument,

struggle', fr. AF. toyl, fr. OF. toeil, tooil,

'battle, trouble', fr. toeillier, toillier. See toil, v.

Derivatives: toil-ful, adj., toil-ful-ly, adv., toil-

ful-ness, n., toil-some, adj., toil-some-ly, adv.,

toil-some-ness, n.

toilet, n. — MF. (= F.) toilette, dimin. of toile,

'cloth'. See toil, 'a net', and -et, -ette.

Derivatives: toilet, intr. v., to make one's toilet,

toilet-ed, adj., toilet-ry, n.

toison, n., fleece.— F., fr. Late L. tonsionem, ace.

of tonsio, 'a sheep-shearing', fr. L. tonsus, pp.

of tondere, 'to shear'. See tonsure. Hence toison

d'or, 'the Golden Fleece'.

Tokay, n., a rich kind of Hungarian wine. —
From Tokaj (earlier spelled Tokay), a town in

Hungary.

token, n. — ME. taken, token, fr. OE. tdcn, 'sign,

token', rel. to OS. tekan, ON. teikn, 'sign (in

the zodiac), omen, token', Swed. tecken, Dan.

tegn, OFris., MLG., MDu. teken, Du. teken,

OHG. zeihhan, MHG., G. zeichen, Goth, taikn,

'sign, token', fr. I.-E. base *deik-, 'to show'.

See teach and cp. words there referred to. Cp.

also tache, 'spot on the skin'.

Tokharian, n. and adj. — A var. of Tocharian.

toko, n., a thrashing of flogging. — See toco,

tokology, n. — See tocology,

tol-, combining form. — See tolu-.

tola, n., an Indian weight. — Hind, told, fr. OI.

tula, 'a balance', whence tulayati, 'lifts up,

raises, weights' ; cogn. with L. totlere, 'to lift up,

raise', tolerare, 'to bear, support'. See tolerate

and cp. tael, talent,

tolbooth, tollbooth, n., — a booth or other place

for paying tolls. Compounded of toll, 'tax', and

booth.

told, past tense and pp. of tell.— ME. tolde, resp.

told, fr. OE. talde, resp. getald, past tense, resp.

pp. of tellan. See tell, v.

toldo, n., an Indian tent in S. America. — Sp., fr.

Teut. *teld-, 'tent'. Cp. OE. teld, 'tent', and see

tilt, 'cover'.

Toledo, n., also Toledo blade, sword blade of fine

temper. — Prop., 'sword blade made at Toledo"

in Spain.For sense development cp.bayonet,bilbo.

tolerable, adj. — ME. tollerabill, fr. L. tolerabilis,

'bearable, endurable' [whence also MF. (= F.)

tolerable], fr. tolerare. See tolerate and -able.

Derivatives: tolerabil-ity, n., tolerable-ness, n.,

tolerabl-y, adv.

tolerance, n. — MF. tolleraunce, fr. MF. (= F.)

tolerance, fr. L. tolerantia, fr. tolerans, gen.

-antis. See next word.

tolerant, adj.— F. toUrant, fr. L. tolerantem, ace.

of tolerans, pres. part.of tolerare. See next word
and -ant.

Derivative: tolerant-ly, adv.

tolerate, tr. v. — L. tolerdtus, pp. of tolerare, 'to

bear, support, endure, tolerate', from the stem

of tollere, 'to lift up, raise', which is cogn. with

Gk. ToXfjiav, 'to carry, bear', TEXajjLcov, 'a broad

strap for bearing something', TaXdcdaai (aor.),

'to bear',TXy]pio>v, 'patient, reckless, miserable',

xX^ivai. (aor.), 'to suffer, endure', TaXavTov,

'balance (in the pi., a pair of scales) ; a weight',

TdXa?, gen. TaXavo;, and TaXaVTo;, 'bearing,

suffering', "A-tXS;, 'the Bearer (scil. of Heav-

en)', JToX'J-xXa?, 'much enduring', L. Idtus (for

*tldtos) 'borne' (used as pp. of ferre, 'to bear,

carry'), OI. tula, 'balance', tulayati, 'lifts up,

weighs', Toch. B fa/-, A tdl-, 'to lift', tldssi, 'to

lift, carry', cakdl, 'he lifted'. Arm. tolum, 'I

allow, suffer, bear', Lith. tiltas, 'bridge', Goth.

pulan, ON. pola, OE. polian, 'to endure, suffer'.

All these words derive fr. l.-E. base *tel-, *tol-,

*tal-, *tl-, 'to bear, carry, endure, suffer'. Cp.

ablation, ablative, allative, Atalanta, atlantes,

Atlantic, Atlas, collate, collation, delate, dila-

tory, elate, extol, illation, oblate, prelate, prolate,

relate, relation, sublate, sublation, superlative,

tael, talent, Tantalus, telamon, Telamon, thole,

'to endure', tola, toll, 'tax', toll, 'to take away',

tralatitious, translate, translation and the second

element in acceptilation, fiddle, legislate.

Derivatives; toleration (q.v.), tolerat-ive, adj.,

tolerat-or, n.

toleration, n. — F. toleration, fr. L. tolerdtionem,

ace. of tolerdtio, 'a bearing, supporting, endur-

ing', fr. tolerdtus, pp. of tolerdre. See prec. word
and -ion.

tolerationlst, n., a person who advocates tolera-

tion, esp. in religion. — A hybrid coined from

prec. word and -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

tolidine,tolidin, n., any of several isomeric bases of

toluene (chem.)— Coined fr. tol- and suff. -idin(e).

toll, n., tax. — ME. tol, fr. OE. toll, rel. to OS.

tolna, ON. tollr, Dan. told, Swed. tull, OFris.

tolen, tolne, OHG., MHG. zol, G. Zoll; borrow-

ed fr. Late L. toloneum, 'custom house', which

was formed with vowel assimilation fr. earlier

telonium, teloneum, fr. Gk. teXuvsIov, 'toll

house', fr. reXcovr;!;, 'tax collector', fr. teXoi;,

'tax' (whence also eu-teXt;?, 'easily paid for,

cheap', TcoX'j-TEX-f,;, 'very expensive, costly",

a-TEXifji;, 'free from tax or tribute'), which is

cogn. with TiXauaat. (aor.), 'to bear, support';

see tolerate. For sense development cp. Gk.
(popoq, 'tax, tribute', which is rel. to cpspeiv, 'to

bear, carry'. Cp. the first element in tolbooth

and in zollverein.

Derivatives: toll, tr. v., to collect as toll, toll-

able, adj., toll-age, n., toll-er, n.

toll, tr. v., to attract, allure. — ME. toilen, tullen,

'to draw, pull, attract', in gradational relation-

ship to ME. lillen, tyllen, 'to draw, pull'. See

till, 'drawer', and cp. next word.

tomb

toll, tr. v., to cause to sound; intr. v., to sound.
— ME. toilen, tullen, 'to draw, pull' ; see prec.

word. Toll orig. meant 'to draw a bell so that

it sounds'.

Derivatives : toll, n., the sound of a bell, toll-er,

n.

toll, tr. v., to take away. — ME. toilen, fr. AF.
toller, fr. L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise; to take

away'. See tolerate,

tollbooth, n. — See tolbooth.

tolpatch, n., a foot soldier. — G. Tolpatsch, fr.

Hung, talpas, lit. 'having big feet', fr. talp, 'sole

of the foot, foot'.

tolu, n., also tolu balsam.— Sp. tolu, named after

the town Santiago de Tolu, in Columbia.

tolu-, also tol-, combining form used for tolu or

toluene. — See prec. word.

toluate, n., a salt of toluic acid. — Formed fr.

tolu with chem. suff. -ate.

toluene, n., a colorless liquid hydrocarbon

CjHjCH, (cAem.) — Coined fr. tolu with suff.

-ene (on analogy of benz-ene).

toluic, adj., pertaining to any of several isomeric

acids (chem.)— Formed fr. tolu with adj . suff. -ic.

toluide, toluid, n., any of a series of compounds
derived from toluidine (chem.) — Formed fr.

tolu with chem. suff. -ide. resp. -id.

toluidine, toluidin, n., any of three isomeric ami-

nes derived fr. toluene (chem.) — Formed fr.

prec. word with chem. suff. -ine.

toluol, toluole, n., toluene. — Formed fr. tolu

with suff. -ol (on analogy of benz-ol).

toluyl, n., the univalent hydrocarbon radical

C,H,CO (chem.) — Formed fr. tolu with suff.

tolyl, n., the univalent radical C,H, (chem.) —
Formed fr. tolu(ic) with suff. -yl.

Tom, masc. PN. ; (not cap.) the male of certain

animals — Dimin. of Thomas. Cp. tommy,

tomahawk, n., a light ax used by North American

Indians. — Of Algonquian origin; cp. Virginian

tomahak. The word literally means 'that which

is for cutting'.

Derivative: tomahawk, tr. v.

tomalley, n., the liver of a lobster. — Prob. of

Caribbean origin.

toman, n., a Persian gold coin. — Pers. tiimdn, fr.

Turki tuman, 'ten thousand'.

tomatidine, n., a substance obtained from the

tomato plant (chem.) — Formed fr. tomato

with suff. -idine.

tomatine, n., an antibiotic made from the tomato

plant (chem. and pharm.) — Formed fr. tomato

with chem. suff. -ine.

tomato, n.— Fr. earlier tomate, fr. Sp. tomate, fr.

Nahuatl tomatl, lit. 'the swelling fruit', fr. to-

mana, 'to swell'. The alteration of tomate into

tomato is prob. due to the influence of potato.

tomb, n. — ME. toumbe, tombe, fr. OF. (= F.)

tombe, fr. Eccles. L. tumba (whence also It.

tomba, F. tombe, Sp. tumba), fr. Gk. Tii(jiPoc,

'sepulchral mound, tomb', which is cogn. with
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Mir. tomm, 'a small hill', W. lorn, 'mound;

dunghill', L. tumere, 'to swell', tumulus, 'raised

heap of earth', tumor, 'a swelling', fr. I.-E. base

*rum-, 'to swell'. See tumid and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. catacomb.

Derivatives: tomb, tr. v., en-tomb, tr. v., tomb-

less, adj.

tombac, n., an alloy of copper and zinc, — F.

tombac, fr.,Port. tombac, fr. Malay tambaga,

'copper', fr. OI. tdmrakah, of s.m., fr. tdmrdlf,

'dark-red, coppery', which is rel. to tdmas-,

'darkness'. See tamas.

tombola, n., lottery. — It., back formation fr.

tombolare, 'to turn a somersault, tumble', rel.

to F. tomber, 'to fall', orig. 'to turn a somer-

sault', Sp. tumbar, 'to turn a somersault', tumbo,

'somersault'. Port, tombo, Ruman. tumbd, of

s.m. ; of imitative origin.

tomboy, n., a boisterous girl. — Compounded of

Tom and boy. Cp. next word.

Derivatives: tomboy-ish, adj., tomboy-ish-ly,

adv., tomboy-ish-ness, n.

tomcat, n., a male cat. — Compounded of Tom

and cat.

tome, n., each of the volumes composing a book;

any book ; now, usually, a large book. — F., fr.

L. tomus, fr. Gk. t6[xo?, 'a cut, a piece cut off,

section, part of a book, volume', which is rel. to

T0|j.6i;, 'cutting, sharp', -rojxif), 'a cutting, cut-

ting off, section', t£[j.v£w, 'to cut', t£[xevoc,

'sacred enclosure', T[xr)ai(;, 'a cutting', fr. l.-E.

base *tem-, tm-, 'to cut', whence also the second

element in OL. aes-tumdre, L. aes-timdre, 'to

value, appraise', OSlav. tina (for *tmno-), teti,

'to cleave, split', ORruss. linu, tjati, 'to strike,

beat', Mir. tamnaim, 'I cut off'. Cp. acroto-

mous, aim, anatomy, Artamus, atom, cranio-

tomy, entomology, epitome, esteem, estimate,

Tamias, temenos, temno-, tmesis, -tome, tomium,

Tomistoma, -tomy, trichotomous. Cp. also ton-

sure,

-tome, combining form used: 1) in the sense of

'part, section' ; 2) to name cutting (esp. surgical)

instruments. — Gk. -touov, fr. -r6[io?, 'a cut-

ting, a piece cut off'. See prec. word.

tomentose, adj., covered with matted hairs. —
ModL. tdmentosus, fr. L. tomentum. See tomen-

tum and adj. suff. -ose.

tomentous, adj., tomentose.— See prec. word and

-ous.

tomentum, n., a covering of matted hairs (bat?) —
L. tomentum, 'stuffing for cushions', of uncertain

origin. It possibly stands for *to''ementom and is

rel. to tumere, 'to swell'. See tumid and cp. total,

tomfool, n., a foolish person. — Compounded of

Tom and fool.

Derivatives: tomfool, adj., foolish, tomfool-ery,

n.

tomin, n., 1) a weight; 2) a silver coin in some

countries of South America. — Sp. tomin, fr.

Arab, thumn (in vulgar pronunciation thomn),

'one eighth', from the stem of thamanin (masc).
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thamdnic^ (fem.), 'eight', which is rel. to Heb.

sh^mone^ (masc), sh^mOna^ (fem.), Aram.

t^mane (masc), t^manya (fem.), Ugar. smn

(masc), Smnt (fem.), Ethiop. samdnl (masc),

samdnitu (fem.), Akkad. samdne (masc), samd-

nit (fem.), 'eight'. (The masc. forms are used

with fem. nouns, the fem. ones with masc.

nouns.) Cp. Egypt, hmn, 'eight'.

Tomistoma, n., a genus of gavials (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'sharp-mouthed', fr. Gk. to(x6(;,

'cutting, sharp', and t7T6[j.a, 'mouth'. The first

element is rel. to To'^oq, 'piece cut off, section';

see tome. For the second element see stoma. Cp.

next word and Tomopteris.

tomium, n., each of the cutting edges of the bill of

a bird (zool.)— ModL., fr. Gk. TOfio?, 'cutting,

sharp'. See prec word.

Tommy, n., a British private soldier. — Short for

Tommy Atkins, fr. Thomas Atkins, model name

used in oflBcial forms for the use of private sol-

diers. — Tommy is dimin. of Tom, which itself

is a dimin. of Thomas.

Tomopteris, n., a genus of annelids (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'having the fins cut', fr. Gk. tAjio?,

'a cut; a piece cut off', andmEpAv, 'wing' (used

in the sense of 'fin'). See tome and ptero- and cp.

Tomistoma, tomium.

tomorrow, adv. and n. — ME. to morgen, to

morwen, fr. OE. to morgenne (fr. to, 'to', and

morgenne, dat. of morgen, 'morning, morrow'),

also (unflected) to morgen. See to, prep., and

morrow, morn, and cp. today, tonight,

tompion, n. — A var. of tampion, tampon.

Tompion, n., a watch made by, or resembling,

that made by Thomas Tompion (1639-1713).

tomtit, n., the titmouse. — Compounded of tom

and tit, 'a small bird'. Cp. titmouse,

tom-tom, n. — A var. of tam-tam.

Derivative; tom-tom, intr. and tr. v.

-tomy, combining form meaning 'a cutting', as in

anatomy, arteriotomy — Gk. -toixla, 'a cutting

of, fr. Toixr], 'a cutting, section'. See tome and

cp. -tome,

ton, n., a large weight. — ME. tonne, tunne, fr.

OE. tunne, 'a large cask', rel. to ON. tunna,

OFris., MLG., MDu, tunne, tonne (Du. ton),

OHG. tunna (MHG. tunne, G. Tonne), 'tun,

ton', fr. ML. tunna, 'tun', which is prob. of

Gaulish origin. Cp. tonneau, tun, tunnel,

ton, n., style, fashion. — F. ton, fr. L. tonus,

'sound, tone'. See tone,

tonal, adj. — ML. tondlis, fr. L. tonus. See tone

and adj. suff. -al

tonality, n. — F. tonalite, fr. tonal, fr. ML.

tondlis. See prec. word and -ity

tondo, n., a circular painting. — It., aphetic for

rotondo, 'round', fr. L. rotundus. See rotund

tone, n. — F. ton, fr. L. tonus, 'sound, tone', fr.

Gk. t6vo(;, 'that which is stretched, a stretching,

a straining, pitch of the voice, musical note', in

gradational relationship to istveiv (for *-rev-

lew), 'to stretch, strain', fr. I.-E. base *ten-.

tonsure

*ton-, 'to stretch', whence also L. tenuis, 'thin,

fine', tendere, 'to stretch, extend'. See tend, 'to

move in a certain direction', and cp. words
there referred to. Cp. also ton, 'style', atonic,

barytone, detonate, intonate, intone, monotonous,

oxytone, pretone, syntony, tritone

Derivatives: tone, v., ton-ed, adj., ton-er, n.,

tone-less, adj., tone-less-ly, adv., tone-less-ness,

n., tonic (q.v.)

tong, n., a Chinese secret society. — Chin, t'ong,

'hall'.

tong, tr. and intr. v., to seize with tongs. — Back
formation fr. tongs.

tonga, n., a light two-wheeled carriage. — Hind.

tdngd.

tongs, n. pi. — ME. tange, tonge, fr. OE. tang,

tange, rel. to OS. tanga, ON. tong, Dan. tang,

Swed. tang, OFris. tange, MDu. tanghe, Du.

tang, OHG. zanga, MHG., G. zange, lit. 'that

which bites' (cp. OHG. zangar, 'biting, sharp'),

fr. I.-E. base *denk-, 'to bite', whence also OI.

ddsati, 'biter' (for *dnketi), 'bites', Gk. Sdixveiv,

'to bite', SaE, 'biting', S^y|xa, 'a biting', Alb.

dane, 'tongs'. For sense development cp. F.

mordache, 'tongs', fr. mordre, 'to bite'. Cp.

Dacus and the second element in Demodex,

Mixodectes, Tridacna

tongue, n. — ME. tunge, tonge, fr. OE. tunge, rel.

to OS., ON., Swed. tunga, Dan., OFris. tunge,

MDu. tonghe, Du. tong, OHG. zunga, MHG.,
G. zunge, Goth, tuggo, and cogn. with OL. din-

gua, Toch. A kdntu, B kantwa (both metathes-

ized fr. orig. *tank-), 'tongue'. For the change

of OL. dingua to L. lingua see lingual. The -«- in

tongue is due to the influence of F. langue,

'tongue' (fr. L. lingua). Cp. tang, 'spike', and

the second element in biltong

Derivatives: tongue, tr. and intr. v., tongu-ed,

adj., tongue-less, adj. tongu-er, tongue-ing, n.,

tongue-y, tongu-y, adj.

tongue-tie, tr. v. — Back formation fr. tongue-

tied

tongue-tied, adj. — Compounded of tongue and

pp. of the verb tie

tonic, adj., 1) pertaining to tones; 2) having an

invigorating effect. — F. tonique, fr. Gk. tovi-

y.6z, 'of or for stretching; of or for tones'

(whence also ModL. tonicus), lit. 'that which

stretches', fr. tovo?. See tone and adj. suff. -ic

and cp. atonic, diatonic, isotonic

Derivatives: tonic, n. (q.v.), tonic-al-ly, adv.,

tonic-ity, n.

tonic, n., 1) anything that invigorates; specifically,

an invigorating medicine ; 2) in music, the first

tone of the scale. — F. tonique, fr. Gk. tovlko?.

See tonic, adj.

tonic sol-fa, a system of teaching music based on
tonality. — See sol-fa.

tonight, adv. and n. — ME. to niht, to night, fr.

OE. to niht. See to and nig^t and cp. today, to-

morrow.

toiiite,n.,anexpIosive used in blasting.—Formed

(as if fr. L. *tonitus) fr. L. tondre, 'to thunder'.

See thunder, n., and subst. suff. -ite.

tonitruous, adj., thundering.— Formed with suff.

-ous fr. L. tonitrus, 'thunder', fr. tonare. See

prec. word.

tonjon, also tomjon, n., a kind of sedan or port-

able chair used in Ceylon. — Hind, tdm-jhdm.

tonka bean. — Fr. Negro name in Guiana.

tonnage, n. — Formed fr. ton, 'weight', with suff.

-age.

tonneau, n., rear part of a motor-car with seats

for passengers. — F., lit. 'cask', dimin. of

tonne, 'tun'. See ton, 'a weight', and cp. tun-

nel.

tono-, combining form meaning 'tension; tone'.

— Gk. TOVO-, fr. t6vo;, 'a stretching'. See

tone.

tonometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

pitch of tones. — Compounded of tono- and

Gk. (iETpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

tonsil, n. — F. tonsille, fr. L. tdnsillae (pi.), 'ton-

sils', dimin. of idles (for *tonsles), 'goiter',

which is of uncertain, possibly Gaulish, origin.

Derivatives: tonsill-ar, tonsill-itic, adjs., tonsilli-

tis (q.v.)

tonsill-, form of tonsillo- before a vowel.

tonsillectomy, n., removal of the tonsils by sur-

gery (med.) — A Medical Latin hybrid coined

fr. L. tonsillae (see tonsil) and Gk. -ExxofiiS, 'a

cutting out of ; see -ectomy. The correct form is

amygdalectomy, fr. Gk. aiiuySaXT), 'almond',

used in the sense of 'tonsil' (see amygdala), and

-exTO^ia, 'a cutting out of.

tonsillitis, n., inflammation of the tonsils (med.)

— A Medical Latin hybrid coined fr. L. tdn-

sillae (see tonsil) and -itis, a suff. of Greek ori-

gin. The correct form is amygdalitis (see prec.

word).

tonsillo-, before a vowel tonsill-, combining form

meaning 'pertaining to the tonsils'.— See tonsil.

tonsorial, adj., pertaining to a barber or his work.

Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. tdnsdrius, 'per-

taining to shearing', fr. tdnsor, gen. -oris, 'shear-

er, barber', fr. tdnsus, pp. of tondere, 'to shear'.

See tonsure.

tonsurate, n., the state of one who received the

ecclesiastical tonsure. — ML. tonsdrdtus, fr. L.

tdnsdra, 'a shearing'. See tonsure and subst.

suff. -ate.

tonsure, n., 1) the act of shaving of the head; 2)

the part of the head so shaven. — L. tdnsHra, 'a

shearing, clipping', fr. tdnsus, pp. of tondere, 'to

shear, clip', which stands in gradational rela-

tionship to Gk. TEvSstv, 'to gnaw', MIr. ro-s-

teind, 'he cut off', temm (for *lend-men), W.,

Co. tam (for *tnds-men), 'morsel, bit', Ir. and

W. tonn, 'skin', fr. I.-E. *tend-, *tond-, enlarge-

ment of base *tem-, 'to cut', whence Gk. xiji.-

veiv, 'to cut*. See tome and cp. toison. For the

ending see suff. -uie.

Derivatives: tonsure, tr. v., tonsur-ed, adj.
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tontine, n., annuity shared by a number of per-

sons, so that the last survivor obtains the entire

amount. — F., fr. It. tontina, short for polizza

Tontina; named after Lorenzo Tonti, a Neapoli-

tan banker in Paris (died in 1695), who invented

this scheme. For the ending see 3rd suff. -ine.

Derivatives', tontine, adj., tontin-er, a.

tonus, n., 1) tonicity; tonic spasm. — L. tonus, 'a

sound, tone'. See tone.

tony, adj., high-toned {slang). — Formed fr. tone

with adj. suff. -y.

too, adv. — ME. to, too, fr. OE. to, adv., iden-

tical with to, prep. See to and cp. G. zu, which

also unites the meanings to and too.

took, past tense of take.— ME. tok, fr. Late OE.

toe, past tense of tacan. See take,

tool, n. — ME. tol, tool, fr. OE. tol, rel. to ON.

tol (pi.), 'tools' ; formed with instrumental suff.

-/ from the base appearing in OE. tawian, 'to

prepare'; see taw, 'to prepare'. For the suff. cp.

shovel (fr. shove).

Derivatives: tool, tr. and intr. v., tool-er, n.,

tool-ing, n.

toom, adj., empty (chiefly Scot.) — ME. torn, fr.

OE. torn, in gradational relationship to teem,

'to pour out'.

toon, n., an East Indian tree, the Indian mahog-

any. — Hind, tun, fr. 01. tunnah.

toot, intr. v., to blow a horn. — Of imitative ori-

gin; cp. Du. tuiten, toeten, G. tuten. Cp. also

tootle.

Derivative: toot, n., the sound of tooting.

tooth, n. — ME. toth, tooth, fr. OE. top, rel. to

OS., Dan., Swed., MLG., Du. tand, ON. tonn,

OFris. toth, OHG. zand, zan, MHG. zant, zan,

G. Zahn, Goth, tunpus, 'tooth', OE. tusc (for

*tunpska-), 'tusk', and cogn. with OI. dan, gen.

datdh. Arm. atamn, Gk. 68mv, gen. 6S6vto?, L.

dens (gen. dentis), Lith. dant'is, OPruss. dantis,

Olr. det, OCo. dans, W., Bret, dant, 'tooth'. All

these words are prob. pres. participles fr, I.-E.

base *ed-, 'to eat', and orig. meant 'that which

eats'. See eat and -ent, -ant, and cp. teethe. Cp.

also anodyne, Bidens, bident, dancetty, dande-

lion, dental, Dentaria. denti- dentifrice, dentist,

dentition, denture, Edentata, Gymnodontes, in-

dent, mastodon, odonto-, -odus, redan, Synodon-

tidae, trident, tusk.

Derivatives: tooth, tr. and intr. v., tooth-ed,

adj., tooth-er, n., tooth-ful, adj., tooth-ing, n.,

tooth-less, adj., tooth-less-ly, adv., tooth-less-

ness, n.

tootle, intr. v., to toot repeatedly. — Formed fr.

toot with freq. suff. -le.

Derivative: tootle, n.

top, n., the highest part of anything, summit. —
ME., fr. OE., related to ON. toppr, 'tuft of hair',

OFris. top, 'tuft', ODu. topp, Du. top, 'top',

OHG., MHG. zopf, 'end, tip, tuft of hair', G.

Zopf, 'tuft of hair', Cp. tuft, toupee. Cp. also

topple.

Derivatives: top, adj. and tr. v., top-less, adj..

topp-ed, adj., topp-er, n., topp-ing, adj., topp-

ing-ly, adv., topp-ing-ness, n.

top, n., child's toy. — ME. top, fr. OE. top, back

formation fr. OF. topet (cp. OF. topoie, F.

toupie), of s.m., fr. ODu. topp, 'head or top of

something', which is rel. to OE. top, 'summit'

;

see prec. word. Cp. OHG. doph, topf, 'top (for

spinning)' (whence MHG., dial. G. topf, of

s.m.), which is an OF. loan word.

top-, form of topo- before a vowel.

toparch, n., ruler of a petty state. — Late L. to-

parcha, fr. Gk. xonapx^c;, 'governor of a dis-

trict', lit. 'ruler over a place', fr. totco?, 'place',

and -i?yjiQ-, 'ruler'. See topo- and -arch,

toparchy, n., a petty state.— L. toparchia, fr. Gk.

TOTtap/ta, 'district governed by a xoTtapXT)?'.

See prec. word and -y (representing Gk. -ia).

Derivative: toparch-ical, adj.

topass, also topas, topaz, n., an Indo-Portuguese

half-casle of Christian faith; a soldier of this

class (History of India). — Of uncertain origin.

topaz, n., a colored crystalline gem. — ME.

topas, topace, fr. OF. (= F.) topaze, fr. L. topa-

zus, fr. Gk. TATtai^o?, 'topaz', which is prob.

cognate with OI. tapas, 'heat, fire', tdpati,

'warms, heats, burns', L. tepere, 'to be warm or

lukeworm', tepidus, 'warm, lukewarm'. See

tepid and cp. tapas.

tope, n., a mound containing a Buddhist shrine,

stupa. — Hind, top, prob. fr. Prakrit or Pali

thUpo, fr. OL stupah, 'tope, stupa'. See stupa.

tope, n., a small shark. — Of uncertain origin,

tope, intr. v., to drink alcoholic liquor to excess;

tr. v., to drink (alcoholic liquor) to excess. —
F. toper, 'to strike (the hands at the conclusion

of a bargain)', whence derived the meanings 'to

drink at the conclusion of a bargain; to drink to

excess'. For sense development cp. swap. F.

toper is borrowed fr. Sp. topar, 'to strike against",

which is of imitative origin. (Sp. tope, 'top;

butt', derives fr. topar.) The usual derivation of

Sp. topar fr. tope, 'top, butt', fr. OF. top, a

word of Teut. origin (see lop, 'summit'), is

justly rejected by Bloch-Wartburg, DELE., p.

608.

tope, n., a grove (India). — Tamil toppu.

topee, n. — See topi,

topeewalah, n. — See topiwallah.

topek, n. — See tupek.

toper, n., one who topes ; a drunkard. — Formed

fr. tope, 'to drink to excess', with agential suff.

-er.

toph, n., a small drum (music). — Heb. toph,

'timbrel, tambourine', rel. to Aram, tuppa, of

s.m., Arab, duff, 'drum' ; of imitative origin.

Tophet, Topheth, n., a place in the valley of Hin-

nom, south of Jerusalem, where children were

sacrificed to Moloch (Bible). — Heb. Topheth,

prob. formed from orig. *T^phath, the vowels of

which have been assimilated to those of unrelat-

ed topheth, 'spitting', and of bosheth, 'shame'.

Topheth prob. meant orig. 'fireplace' (i.e. place
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where children were burned), and is rel. to

Aram, t^phayd, 'tripod', Syr. t^phayyd, 'cook-

ing stove', Arab, uthfiya , 'one of three stones

supporting a kettle'.

tophus, n., calcareous concretion round thejoints,

the teeth, etc., — L., 'tufa'. See tufa.

topi, topee, n., a hat, esp. one made of sola pith

(India) — Hind. topi.

topiary, n., the art of cutting trees into ornamen-
tal shapes, etc.— L. topiarius, 'pertaining to or-

namental gardening', fr. topia, gen. -drum, 'land-

scape painting; ornamental gardening', fr. Gk.
TOTTia, pi. of TOTTtov, dimin. of totto?, 'place'.

See next word and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: topiari-an, adj., topiar-ist, n.

topic, n., subject.— L. topica, fr. Gk. ta Toinjcdc,

title of a work by Aristotle on rhetoric, lit. mean-

ing 'things pertaining to commonplaces', prop,

neut. pi. of T07ri)c6(:, 'of a place, in respect to a

place', fr. to-o;, 'place', fr. I.-E. base *top-, 'to

arrive somewhere, reach a place', whence also

Lith. tdpti, 'to become', pri-tdpti, 'to meet with',

Lett, tapt, 'to become, arrive', pa-tapt, 'to ar-

rive', OE. pafian, 'to consent, permit, tolerate',

lit. 'to give room to yield'. Cp. atopic, ectopia,

Ectopistes, isotope, Utopia.

topiwallah, also topeewalah, n., 1) a European;

2) a topass (Anglo-Indiari). — Hind, topi-wdld,

lit. 'a hat man', i.e. 'a man wearing a hat'. See

topi and wallah.

topo- before a vowel top-, combining form mean-

ing 'place'. — Gk. totto-, tott-, fr. t^tco?,

'place'. See topic.

topographer, n., one who describes a place. —
Gk. T07toYpd£90?, compounded of ti^ttoi;, 'place',

and -Ypa^o?, fr. Ypdc9£tv, 'to write'. See topic

and -grapher.

topographic, adj., pertaining to topography. —
Gk. T07i0Ypa9ix6(;, fr. T07roYpa9ta. See next

word and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivatives: topographic-al, adj., topographic-

al-ly, adv.

topography, n., description of a place. — ME.
topographic, fr. Late L. topographia, fr. Gk.

TOTtOYpayiS, 'description of a place', fr. totto-

Ypa9o?. See topographer and -y (representing

Gk. -£a).

Derivatives: topographic (q.v.), topograph-ist, n.

topology, n., study of the topography of a place.

— Lit. 'study of a place', fr. Gk. totto?, 'place',

and -XoYia, fr. -Xoyo; 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See topo- and -logy.

Derivatives: topolog-ic, topolog-ic-al, adjs.

toponym, n., name of a place. — Compounded of

t6tto?, 'place', and ovufxa, dialectal form of

Svo^a, 'name'. See topic, n., and name and cp.

onomato-. Cp. also antonym, homonym, syno-

nym.

toponymies, n., the study of place names. — See

prec. word and -Ics.

toponymy, n., place names of a region; toponym-

ies. — See toponym and -y (representing Gk.
-la).

Derivatives: toponym-ic, toponym-ic-al, adjs.

topple, intr. and tr. v. •— Formed with freq. suff.

-le, fr. top, 'to tip'. See top, 'summit'.

Derivative: toppl-er, n.

topsy-turvy, adv. — Fr. earlier topsy-tervy, for

top-so-tervy, lit. 'top as (iQ turvy', i.e. 'as if the

top were overturned'. For the first element see

top, 'summit', for the second element see so. The
third element derives fr. ME. terven, tirven, 'to

wallow, roll', which is rel. to OE. tearflian, 'to

roll, overturn', LG. tarven, 'to roll up a cuff',

OHG. zerben, umbi-zerben, 'to turn round'. For
a similar alteration of the adverb so cp. upside

down.

Derivatives: topsy-turvy, adj. and tr. v., topsy-

turvy-dom, n.

-topy, combining form meaning 'position'. —
Gk. -TOTiia, fr. T67ro?, 'place'. See topic, n., and
cp. topo-.

toque, n., 1) a kind of round hat; 2) the bonnet

monkey. — F., fr. Sp. toca, fr. Arab, tdqiya'',

'skull cap'. Cp. tuque.

tor, n., a high, rocky hill. — ME. torre, tor, fr.

OE. torr, 'tower, rock', fr. L. turris, 'tower'.

See tower.

-tor, masculine agential suff. — L., cogn. with

Gk. -Tup, -Tif)p, OI. -tar; cp. the suff. in Men-
tor. The corresponding fem. suff. is -trix (q.v.)

Cp. -ator.

Torah, Tora, n., the Bible; specif, the Penta-

teuch. — Heb. tdrd'', lit. 'direction, instruction,

teaching, law', verbal noun ofhord, 'he pointed

out, showed, directed, instructed, taught'

(Hiph'il of stem y-r-h); prob. rel. to Arab.

rdwd, 'he handed down' (see Barth, Etymolo-

gische Studien, p. 13 f.). Aram, oraythd and

Ethiop. orlt, 'Torah', are loan words fr. Heb.

tord''. Cp. Sepher Torah.

toran, torana, n., gateway to a Buddhist temple

(India). — OI. toranam, 'arch, arched' gateway',

of uncertain etymology. Toch. A turdrh, 'arch,

gateway arch', is borrowed fr. OI.

torbanite, n., a kind of brown shale. — Named
after Torbane Hill in Scotland. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

torbemite, n., uranium copper phosphate (mine-

ral.) — Named after the Swedish chemist Tor-

bern Bergman (1735-84). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

torch, n. — ME., fr. OF. torche, rag, wisp', orig.

meaning 'anything twisted', esp. 'twist of straw

or hay' (this latter meaning of the word still

exists in Modern French), fr. VL. *torca, fr.

Late L. torque (used by Varro), corresponding

to Classical L. torques or torquis, 'twisted col-

lar', fr. torquere, 'to twist, wind'. See torque and
cp. words there referred to. Cp. also torchon

lace.

Derivatives: torch, tr. v., torch-er, n.

torchon lace, a strong bobbin lace made of coarse



torcular

linen thread. — F., 'dishcloth, duster', formed

with dimin. suff. -on fr. torche. See torch,

torcular, n., also torcular Herophili, tourniquet

{mat.) — L. torcular (Herophili), lit. 'press (of

Herophilus)', fr. torcular, 'a press for making

wine or oil', fr. torculum, of "s.m., a dimin.

formed fr. torquere, 'to turn, twist', See torque

and cp. words there referred to.

tore, n., torus {archit.) — F., fr. L. torus. See

torus.

tore, past tense and dial. pp. of tear. — ME. pp.

torein). Cp. ME. tar, fr. OE. txr, past tense of

teran, 'to tear'. See tear, v., and cp. torn,

toreador, n., a bullfighter. — Sp., fr. torear, 'to

fight bulls', fr. toro, 'bull', fr. L. taurus. See

Taurus and cp. next word.

torero, n., a bullfighter on foot. — Sp., bullfight-

er', prop, the adjective torero, 'pertaining

to bulls', used as a noun, fr. toro. See prec.

word.

toreutic, adj., pertaining to chased work. — Gk.

TopeuTiKoi;, 'of metal work', fr. Topeui:6<;,

'worked in relief, chased', verbal adj. of TOpsii-

eiv, 'to work in relief, bore through', fr. to-

pcij?, 'sculptor's graving tool', fr.T6pO(;, 'chisel',

which stands in gradational relationship to tsi-

peiv (for'^T^piew), 'to rub', TepsTpov, 'borer',

Tepv)Scbv, 'a worm that gnaws wood', prop, 'a

boring worm', fr. I.-E. base *ter-, 'to rub,

pierce, turn'. See throw and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

torfaceous, adj., growing in bogs (rare). — A hy-

brid coined fr. ON. for/, 'peat' (see turf), and

-aceous, a suflf. of Latin origin.

torii, n., sing, and pi., gateway to a Shinto temple.

— Jap.

Torilis, n., a genus of plants of the carrot family

(pot.) — ModL., fr. L. torus, 'cushion, couch',

which prob. stands for *storus and is related to

sternere, 'to spread out'. See stratum and cp.

words there referred to. For the dropping of an

initial s before t cp. L. locus, 'place', from

stlocus (see locus).

torment, n., 1) orig. an instrument of torture; tor-

ture; 2) a great pain. — ME., fr. OE. torment,

tourment (F. tourment), fr. L. tormentum, 'an

instrument with which anything is turned or

twisted; an instrument for hurling missiles; an

instrument of torture; torture, pain', which

stands for *torqu-mentom, fr. torquere, 'to

twist'. See torque and cp. words there referred to.

Cp. also tormentil. For the ending see suff.

-ment.

torment, tr. v. — ME. tormenten, fr. OF. tormen-

ter, tourmenter (F. tourmenter), fr. torment,

tourment. See torment, n.

Derivatives: torment-ed, adj., torment-ed-ly

,

adv., torment-ing, adj., torment-ing-ly , adv.,

tormentor (q.v.)

tormentil, n., name of a plant of the genus Poten-

tiiia.— F. tormentille, fr. Medical L. tormentilla,

fr. L. tormentum, 'pain' (see torment, n.); so
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called because it is supposed to relieve pain, esp.

toothache.

tormentor, n. — ME., fr. AF. tormenteour, tor-

mentour, corresponding to OF. tormenteor, fr. L.

*tormentatorem, ace. of *tormentdtor, fr. tor-

mentum. See torment, n., and agential suff.

-or.

tormentress, n. — See prec. word and 1st -ess.

tormina, n. pi., gripes of the bowels, colic (med.)

— L., pi. of *tormen, for *torqu-men, fr. tor-

quere, 'to twist'. See torque and -men.

torn, pp. of tear. — ME. toren, torn, fr. OE. ge-

toren, pp. of teran. See tear, v., and cp. tore, v.

tornado, n., 1) a violent storm; 2) whirlwind, hur-

ricane. — Sp. tronada, 'thunderstorm', fr. tro-

nar, 'to thunder', fr. L. tondre, 'to thunder'; in-

fluenced in form by Sp. tornado, pp. of tornar,

'to turn' (fr. L. torndre, 'to turn in a lathe, to

turn, polish, fashion'). See thunder, n.

Derivative: tornad-ic, adj.

tornaria, n., larva of the Balanoglossus (zool.) —
ModL. tornaria, fr. L. torndre, 'to turn', fr.

tornus, 'turner's wheel', fr. Gk. T6pvo(;, of s.m.,

which is rel. to Topsustv, 'to bore through'. See

toreutic,

toro, n., 1) a bull; 2) a cowfish. — Sp., 'bull', fr.

L. taurus. See Taurus and cp. toreador, torero,

toronja, n., the grapefruit.— Sp., fr. Arab, tiirun-

jJ' (in vulgar pronunciation toronja), fr. Pers.

turundj. Cp. ethrog.

torose, adj., bulging, knobbed. — L. torosus, 'full

of muscles, brawny', fr. torus, 'boss, knot, bulge,

muscle'. See torus and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivative: toros-ity, n.

torous, adj., torose.— See prec. word and -ous.

torpedinous, adj., resembling a torpedo. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. torpedo, gen. tor-

pedinis. See next word.

torpedo.n., 1) a fish allied to the rays ; 2) a destruc-

tive engine.— L. torpedo, gen. torpedinis, 'numb-

ness; crampfish', fr. torpere, 'to be numb, to b'e

torpid, to be sluggish; to be stupefied', which is

cogn. with Lith. tirpstu, tirpti, 'to become rigid',

OSlav. u-trapiti, of s.m., and possibly also with

Gk. (jTEpcpvio? (Hesychius), 'stiff, rigid', OE.

steorfan, etc., 'to die'. See starve and cp. next

word.

torpid, adj., 1) numb; sluggish; 2) inactive; dull;

lethargic. — L. torpidus, 'benumbed, stupefied',

fr. torpere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: torpid, n. (q.v.), torpid-ity, n.,

torpid-ly, adv., torpid-ness, n.

torpid, n., usually torpids, boat races at Oxford in

Lent term. — See torpid, adj. ; so called humor-

ously with reference to their supposed sluggish-

ness.

torpify, tr. v., to make torpid. — Formed from

the stem of L. torpere, 'to be numb', and -ficdre,

fr. L. facere, 'to make, do'. See torpedo and

-fy.

torpor, n. — L., 'numbness, stupefaction', from

the stem of torpere. See torpedo.

f
«

torporiiic, adj., tending to produce torpor. —
Formed fr. L. torpor, gen. torporis, 'numbness,

stupefaction', and -ficus, fr. -ficere, unstressed

form oifacere, 'to make, do'. See torpor and -flc.

torquate, adj., collared ; ringed about the neck.—
L. torqudtus, 'wearing a neck chain or collar', fr.

torques, 'a twisted neck chain'. See torque and

adj. suff. -ate.

torquated, adj., wearing a twisted chain.— Form-
ed from prec. word with 1st stiff, -ed.

torque, n., 1) a twisted metal necklace worn by

the ancient Gauls, Britons, Germans, etc.; 2)

rotating force.— L. torques, 'twisted neck-chain

necklace', fr. torquere, 'to twist, bend', fr. I.-E.

base *tereq-, 'to turn, twist', whence also OL
tarkiili, 'spindle', Gk. a.Tpa.y.Toq, 'spindle; ar-

row'. Alb. tjef, 'I spin', OSlav. traku, 'band,

girdle", OPruss. tarkue, 'strap, thong', OHG.
drdhsil, 'turner', G. drechseln, 'to turn on a

lathe', Toch. AB tsdrk, 'to torment'. Cp. the

collateral base *twereq-, whence OE. pveorh,

'crosswise; perverse', etc. See thwart and cp.

Atractaspis, contort, distort, extort, extricate,

intricate, nasturtium, retort, tart, torch, torcular,

torment, tormina, tornaria, torques, torsade, tor-

sel, torsion, tort, tortilla, Tortrlx, Tortulaceae,

tortuous, torture, trica, trousse, trousseau, truss.

torques, n., 1) torque; 2) ring round the neck of

an animal formed by hair, feather etc. (zool.)—
L. torques, 'neck chain'. See torque.

torrefaction, n. — F. torrefaction, fr. L. torrefac-

tus, pp. of torrefacere; see next word and -ion.

torrefy, tr. v., to parch, scorch. — F. torrifier, fr.

L. torrefacere, which is compounded of torrere,

'to parch, roast, scorch', SinA facere, 'to make,

do". See torrid and -fy.

Torrejon formation, a Lower Eocene formation

lying between the Wasatch and the Puerco For-

mation (geol.)— Lit. 'Turret formation', fr. Sp.

torrejon. 'turret", dimin. of torre, 'tower', fr. L.

turris. See tower.

torrent, n., a rapid stream.— F., fr. L. torrentem,

ace. of torrens, gen. torrentis, 'burning, roaring,

boiling; a torrent', prop. pres. part, of torrere,

used as a noun. See torrid and -ent.

Derivatives: torrent-ial, adj., torrent-ial-ly, adv.

Torreya, n., a genus of trees of the family Taxa-

ceae (hot.)— ModL., named after the American

botanist John Torrey (1796-1873).

Torricellian, adj., of, pertaining to, or discovered

by, Torricelli. — Formed with suff. -an from the

name of the Italian physicist Evangelista Torri-

celli (\(,0Z-A1).

torrid, adj., very hot. — L. torridus, 'parched,

torrid, dried up', fr. torrere, 'to parch', which is

rel. to OL. torrus (for *torsus), 'dry', and to L.

terra (for *tersd-), 'earth', lit. 'dry land'. See

terra and cp. torrent.

Derivatives: lorrid-ly, adv., torrid-ity, n., torrid-

ness, n.

torsade, n., a twisted cord, an ornament resem-

bling a twisted cord. — F., formed with suff.

/ tortious

-ade fr. tors, earlier pp. (now = tordu) of tordre,

'to twist', fr. "VL. *torcire, which corresponds

to L. torquere, 'to twist'. See torque and cp. It.

torcere, Sp. torcer, 'to twist', which also derive

fr. VL. * torcere.

torse, n., a torso. — See torso.

torsel, n., a piece of wood or iron supporting the

end of a beam. — MF. torsel (F. trousseau),

'bundle', dimin. of torce (F. trousse), back for-

mation fr. trusser, torser (F. trousser), 'to bundle

up, tuck up', which prob. derives fr. VL. *tor-

cidre, 'to twist', freq. of *torcere (L. torquere),

'to twist, bend'. See torque and cp. torch, tor-

sade, truss.

torsion, n., the act of twisting. — F., fr. Late L.

torsionem, ace. of torsio, a collateral form of

tortid, fr. L. tortus, pp. of torquere, 'to twist,

bend'. See torque and -ion and cp. contortion.

Derivatives: torsion-al, adj., torsion-al-ly, adv.,

torsion-ing, n.

torsive, adj., twisted spirally (hot.) — Formed
with suff. -ive, fr. ML. torsus, which corresponds

to L. tortus, pp. of torquere, 'to twist, bend'.

torsk, n., the cusk (fish), Brosmius Brosme. —
Swed. and Dan., fr. ON. porskr, whence also

MLG., MDu. dorsch (Du. dors), 'codfish'

(whence G. Dorsch, of s.m.), lit. 'dried (fish)',

prob. fr. I.-E. base *ters-, *lrs-, 'dry', whence

also L. terra (for *tersd), 'earth', lit. 'dry land'.

See terra and cp. words there referred to.

torso, n., trunk. — It., fr. L. thyrsus, fr. Gk.

dtipCTo?, 'a light, straight shaft'. See thyrsus.

tort, n., a wrongful act (not involving a breach of

contract). — ME., fr. MF., 'injury' (whence F.

tort, 'injury; wrong'), fr. OF., orig. 'something

twisted', fr. VL. tortum, prop. neut. of L. tortus,

pp. of torquere, 'to twist, bend'. Cp. It. torto,

OProven?. tort, Sp. tuerto, which are of the same

origin, and see torque. For sense development

cp. E. wrong, which is rel. to wring.

torta, n., a large flat heap of ore. — Sp., 'a round

cake", fr. Late L. tdrta, of s.m., which is of un-

certain origin. It is prob. not rel. to L. tortus, pp.

of torquere, 'to twist' (see torque). Cp. tart, tor-

tilla.

torticollis, n., twisted neck caused by contraction

of the muscles or by rheumatism; wryneck. —
Compounded of L. tortum, 'twisted, bent', neut.

pp. of torquere, and of collum, 'neck'. For the

first element see torque and cp. tort, for the sec-

ond see collar.

tortile, adj., twisted, coiled.— L. tortilis, 'twisted,

bent', fr. tortus, pp. of torquere, 'to twist, bend'.

See tort and -ile.

Derivative; tortil-ity, n.

tortility, n.— Formed with suff. -ity fr. L. tortilis.

See prec. word.

tortilla, n., a thin flat cake. — Sp., 'a little cake',

dimin. of torta. See torta.

tortious, adj., involving a tort. — ME. See tort

and -ious and cp. tortuous.

Derivative: tortious-ly, adv.



tortoise

tortoise, n., turtle. — ME. tortuce, fr. MF. (
=

F.) tortues, pi. of tortue, fr. earlier Proven?, tor-

tuga, fr. OProven?. tartuga, fr. It. tartaruga,

which derives fr. VL. tartaruca, lit. 'the infernal

animal', fr. L. Tartarus; see Tartarus. The

Proven?, form tortuga is due to the influence of

L. tortus, 'twisted'. Folk etymology found in the

name of the animal a reference to its twisted

legs. Cp. turtle, 'tortoise'.

tortricld, adj., pertaining to the Tortricidae.— See

next word.

Tortricidae, n. pi., a family of moths {zool.) —
ModL., formed with suflf. -idae fr. Tortrix, gen.

Tortricis. See next word.

Tortrix, n., a genus of moths {zool.) — ModL.,

formed fr. tortus, 'twisted, bent', pp. of torquere.

See torque and -trix.

Tortulaceae, n. pi., a family of mosses (hot.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. Late L. tor-

tula, 'a small twist or bend', dimin. of torta,

'twist, bend', which is prop. fem. pp. of L. tor-

quere, 'to twist, bend'. See torque,

tortuose, adj., tortuous. — L. tortuosus. See tor-

tuous.

tortuosity, n. — Late L. tortuositds, fr. L. tortuo-

sus. See next word and -ity.

tortuous, adj
.
, 1) twisting, winding ; 2) not straight-

forward. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) tortueux, fr.

OF., fr. L. tortuosus, 'full of turns, tortuous', fr.

tortus, 'twisted, bent', pp. of torquere. See torque

and -ous and cp. tortuose. Cp. also tortious.

Derivatives: tortuous-ly, adv., tortuous-ness,

n.

torture, n. — F., fr. Late L. tortura, 'a twisting;

torment, torture', fr. L. tortus, pp. of torquere.

See torque and -ure.

torture, tr. and intr. v. — From torture, n. ; cp. F.

torturer, fr. torture.

Derivatives; tortur-able, adj., tortur-able-ness,

n., tortur-ed, adj., tortur-ed-ly, adv., tortur-er,

n., tortur-ing, adj., tortur-ing-ly, adv., torturous

(q.v.)

torturous, adj., involving or causing torture. —
ME., fr. MF. tortureux, fr. OF. (= F.) torture,

'torture'. See torture, n., and -ous.

Derivatives: torturous-ly, adv., torturous-ness,

n.

torula, n., 1) any of certain yeasts; 2) {cap.) a

genus of fungi {hot.) — ModL., fr. L. torulus, 'a

little elevation; muscle, brawn; tuft', dimin. of

torus. See torus and -ule.

toruliform, adj., resembling a torula. — Com-

pounded of ModL. torula and I., forma, 'form,

shape'. See prec. word and form, n.

torus, n., 1) a round convex molding (archit.) ; 2)

a protuberance (amt.); 3) receptacle of a flower

(hot.) — L., 'prominence; knot, bulge'; of un-

certain origin. Cp. tore, n.

torvity, n., severity. — L. torvitds, fr. torvus,

'severe', which is prob. rel. to trux, gen. irucis,

'savage, cruel, harsh, grim'. See truculent and

-ity.
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torvous, adj., severe. — Formed with sufi'. -ous fr.

L. torvus. See prec. word.

Tory, n. — Ir. toraidhe, 'robber', ht. 'pursuer',

rel. to Olr. toraht, Gael, toir, 'pursuit'. The

name was orig. used of a class of Irish outlaws

in the 16th and 17th centuries.

Derivative : Tory-ism, n.

Tosaphoth, n. pi., explanatory and critical glosses

on the Babylonian Talmud {Hebrew literature).

Heb. tosaphoth, lit. 'additions', pi. of tose-

pheth, fr. hosiph, 'he added', Hiph'il or causative

conjugation of ydsdph. See next word.

Tosephta, n., a Tannaitic work containing teach-

ings not occurring in the Mishnah {Hebrew

literature). — Aram, tosephta, emphatic state of

tosepheth, 'addition', from oseph, the Aph'el

(= causative) conjugation oiy^saph, 'he added',

which is rel. to Heb. ydsdph, 'he added'. South

Arab, w-s-ph, Akkad. ussupu, 'to add'. Cp. prec.

word.

tosh, n., rubbish, nonsense {slang). — Of un-

known origin.

Derivative: tosh-y, adj.

tosher, n., an unattached student at a university

{University Slang).— Corruption of unattached,

toss, tr. and intr. v. — Of uncertain origin. Cp.

dial. Norw. and Swed. tossa, 'to spread, strew,

scatter'.

Derivatives: toss, n., toss-er, n., loss-ing, adj.

and n., toss-ing-ly, adv.

tostamente, adv., rapidly {muscial direction). —
It., formed fr. tosta, fem. of tosto, 'rapid', and

adverbial suff. -mente. It. tosto derives fr. L. tos-

tus, 'parched, roasted', which, in Vulgar Latin,

came to be used in the senses 'while it is warm

;

at once' ; cp. OProven?., Cat. tost, F. tot, 'early',

and see toast. It. -mente comes fr. L. mente, abl.

of mens, 'mind'. See mind and cp. mental, 're-

lating to the mind'. Cp. also lentamente, tarda-

mente.

toston, n., a silver coin formerly used in various

Spanish American countries. — Sp. toston, as-

similated fr. teston, lit. '(coin) bearing a head',

fr. testa, 'head'. See teston.

tot, n., a little child. — Prob. rel. to ON. tuttr,

nickname for a dwarf, Swed. tutte, 'a little child',

and to the second element in Dan. tommel-tot,

'a little child' (the first element means 'thumb'

;

see thumb. For the sense development of tom-

mel-tot cp. E. Tom Thumb.)

tot, n., the sum total. — Abbreviation of total,

total, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. ML. totdtis,

fr. L. totus, 'all, the whole of, entire', which is

of uncertain origin. It possibly stands for

*to^etos, and orig. meant 'crammed fully', from

the base seen in tomentum (for *to"ementom),

'stuffing for cushions', and is rel. to tumere, 'to

swell'. See tumid and words there referred to and

cp. esp. tomentum. Cp. also factotum, surtout,

teetotal, teetotum, totipalmate, tout, tutsan, tutti,

tutti-frutti.

Derivatives: total, n. and tr. and intr. v., totality
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(q.v.), total-ize, tr. and intr. v., total-iz-ation, n.,

total-iz-ator, n., totat-iz-er, n., total-ly, adv.,

total-ness, n.

totality, n. — ML. tdtdtitds^ 'entirety', fr. totalis.

See prec. word and -ity.

Derivatives: totalit-arian, adj. and n., totalit-

arian-ism, n.

totara, n., a timber tree, Podocarpus totara. —
Maori.

tote, tr. v., to carry. — Of uncertain origin.

tote, n., the total number {colloq.) — Back for-

mation fr. total.

totem, n., among primitive peoples, an animal or

a natural object considered as the emblem of a

family or clan. — Of Algonquian origin. Cp.

Ojibway ototeman, 'his relations'.

Derivatives: totem-ic, adj., totem-ic-al-ly, adv.,

totem-ism, n., totem-ist, n., totem-ist-ic, adj.

tother, t'other, adj., the other. — ME. the tother,

from misdivision of thet other, that other, 'the

other' ; thet or that was orig. the neut. of the def.

art. See the, art., and other. •

toti-, combining form meaning 'all, whole, whol-

ly'. — L. toti-, fr. tdtus. See total.

totipalmate, adj., having all the toes connected by
a web {zool.) — Compounded of L. tdtus, 'all'

and palmdtus, 'marked with the palm of the

hand'. See total and palmate.

totter, intr. v. — ME. toteren, totren, prob. of
imitative origin. Cp. dial. Norw. totra, dial.

Swed. tuttra, 'to quiver'. Cp. also toddle.

Derivatives: totter, n., tott-er, n., totter-ing,

adj., totter-ing-ly, adv., totter-ish, adj., totter-y,

adj.

toty, n., a low-caste laborer {India).— Tamil toti,

lit. 'a digger', fr. tondu, 'to dig'.

toucan, n., any of a group of bright-colored birds

of S. America. — F., fr. Port, tucano, fr. Tupi
tucd (with nasal a), which is of imitative origin.

touch, tr. and intr. v. — ME. tochen, touchen, fr.

OF. tochier, tuchier, touchier (F. toucher), 'to

touch; to strike', fr. VL. *toccdre, 'to knock,

strike, rap", which is of imitative origin. VL.
*toccdre prop, meant 'to produce the sound
toti . The primary sense of VL. *toccdre is pre-

served in OProven?. tocar, 'to ring the bells',

Sp. tocar, 'to touch, handle; to knock, strike,

rap ; to ring the bells', Ruman. toed, 'to toll the

angelus with a clapper'. Cp. toccata, toccateUa,

tuck, 'to sound", tucket, tusche and the first ele-

ment in tocsin.

Derivatives: touch, n. (q.v.), touch-able, adj.,

touch-able-ness, n., touch-ed, adj., touch-ed-ness,

n., touch-ing, adj. and n., touch-ing-ly, adv.,

touch-ing-ness, n.

touch, n. — Partly fr. OF. louche (fr. touchier, 'to

touch'), partly fr. touch, v.

touchy, adj., 1) irritable; 2) sensitive. — A blend

of techy and touch.

Derivatives: touchi-ly, adv., touchi-ness, n.

tODg, n., a pike with a horse's tail.— P., fr. Turk.

tagh, lit. 'horse's tail'.

tough, adj. — ME. togh, tough, fr. OE. toh, for

Teut. *tanhi-; rel. to MLG. te{ge), td, MDu.
taey, Du. taai, OHG., MHG. zdch, OHG. zdhi,

MHG. zaehe, G. zdh, OE. ge-tenge, 'near, re-

lated; oppressive', OS. bi-tengi, 'oppressive'.

Derivatives: tough-en, tr. and intr. v., tough-ish,

adj., tough-ly, adv., tough-ness, n.

toupee, n., a small patch of artificial hair. — F.

toupet, 'tuft of hair', fr. OF. top, of s.m., fr.

Frankish *top, of s.m., which is rel. to OHG.,
MHG. zopf, 'end, tip, tuft of hair', and to E.

top, 'summit' (q.v.)

tour, n. — ME., fr. F., fr. OF. torn, tor (F. tour),

back formation fr. OF. torner (F. tourner), 'to

turn', fr. L. torndre, 'to turn in a lathe; to turn,

fashion', fr. tornus, 'lathe; graver's tool'. See

turn, and cp. terret, tournure, detour, entourage.

Derivatives: tour, intr. and tr. v., tour-ing, n.,

tour-ism, n., tour-ist, n., tour-ist-ic, adj., tour-ist-

ry, n.

touraco, n., a bird of the family Musophagidae.—
F., from a W. African native name, imitative of

the bird's cry.

tourbillion, n., 1) whirlwind; 2) firework with a
spiral flight. — F. tourbillon, 'whirlwind', fr.

OF. torbeillon, ult. fr. L. turbo, gen. turbinis,

'whirlwind'. Cp. OProven?. torbelh, torbilh, Sp.

torbellino. Port, torvelinho, 'whirlwind', and see

turbinal.

tourmaline, n., a mineral of various colors used

as a gem. — F., fr. Singhalese toramalli, 'carne-

lian'.

tournament, n., 1) a contest between knights; 2)

a series of knightly contests. — ME. tornement,

turnement, fr. OF. torneiement (F. tournoie-

ment), lit. 'a turning round', fr. OF. torneier,

tourneier (F. tournoyer), 'to turn round', fr.

torner (F. tourner), 'to turn'. See turn, v., and

-ment and cp. tourney.

Derivative: tournament-al, adj.

toumasin, n., a knife to cut away the excess slip

from pottery. — F. tournasin, tournassin, fr.

tournaser, tournasser, 'to turn pottery', fr. tour-

ner, 'to turn'. See turn, v.

tourney, n., a tournament.— ME., fr. MF. tornei,

tournei (F. tournoi), 'tournament', lit. 'a turning

round', back formation fr. torneier, tourneier.

See tournament.

Derivatives: tourney, intr. v., tourney-er, n.

tourniquet, n., a device for stopping bleeding. —
F., fr. in earlier F. also 'coat of arms', formed

—

under the influence of tourner, 'to turn'—fr.

OF. turniquet, 'a kind of uppergarment', which

is a collateral form of turniquel, turnicle, tunicle,

fr. L. tunicula, dimin. of tunica, 'undergarment'.

See tunic.

tonmois, n., money coined in Tours, France
{Hist.)— Lit. 'ofTours', fr. L. Turonensis, prop,

'of the (city) of the Turones', an ancient people

in Gallia Lugdunensis, near the site of modem
Tours.

tounnire, n., graceful manner.— F., 'shape, form.



appearance', lit. 'turn, direction, course', fr. OF.

torneure, fr. ML. tornatiira, 'a turning', fr. L.

tornare, 'to turn in a lathe; to turn, fashion'. See

turn and -ure and cp. tour,

touse, tr. and intr. v., to pull roughly, to tear

{dial.) — ME. -tousen, -tusen (used only in com-

pounds), rel. to Fris. tusen, OHG. zir-ziisdn, 'to

tug, pull, dishevel', OHG., MHG. er-zusen, G.

zausen, ofs.m., MHG. zus-ach, 'bush', andprob.

cogn. with OL. dusmus (L. dumus), 'thornbush,

bramble'. Cp. next word and tease, teasel,

tussle. Cp. also dumose.

Derivative: tous-y, adj.

tousle, tr. v., to dishevel. — Freq. of touse. For

the ending see freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives; tousle, n., tousl-y, adj.

tout, intr. v., to watch, spy on. — ME. tuten, a

var. of toten, 'to peep', fr. OE. totian, 'to pro-

ject, protrude; to peep out', which is of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. dial. E. toot, 'to peep out'.

Derivatives: tout, a lookout, tout-er, n.

tout, n., a winning of all stakes in certain games.

— F., 'air, fr. L. totus, 'all, the whole of, entire'.

See total and cp. passe-partout,

tow, tr. v., to draw (by a rope, etc.)— ME. towen,

fr. OE. togian, 'to pull, draw', rel. to OFris.

togia, 'to pull about', ON. toga, OHG. zogon,

'to draw, pull, drag', and to OE. teon, OS.

tiohan, OFris. tia, MDu. tien, OHG. ziohan,

MHG., G. Ziehen, Goth, tiuhan, of s.m., ON.

toginn (pp.), 'drawn', fr. I.-E. base *douk-,

*deuk-, 'to pull, draw', whence also Gk. Sai-

SuoaeaS-ai (for *8(xi-SuxiE(jftai), 'to drag', L.

ducere, 'to draw, lead'. See duke and cp. taut,

team, teem, 'to bear", tie, tuck, v., tug, toggle,

and the second element in heretoga, Herzog,

wanton.

Derivatives: tow, n., the act of towing, towage

(q.v.), tow-ing, n.

tow, n., rope, halter. — ON. toh- in tohllne, 'tow-

line', rel. to ON. tog, taug, 'rope, cord', and to

OE. togian, 'to pull, draw'. See tow, v.

tow, n., coarse fiber of hemp. — ME., fr. OE.

(used only in compounds), 'a spinning, weaving',

rel. to ON. to, 'tuft of wool', OE. tawian, 'to

prepare, dress (leather)', MDu. tou, touw, Du.

touw, 'tow'. See taw, 'to prepare'.

Derivative: tow, tr. v.

towage, n. — A hybrid coined fr. tow, 'to draw',

and -age, a suff. of Latin origin.

toward, adj. — ME., fr. OF. to-weard, 'facing,

approaching', fr. to, 'to', and -weard, '-ward'.

See to and -ward and cp. toward, prep.

Derivatives: toward-ly, adj. and adv., tovard-

ness, n.

toward, towards, adv. and prep. — ME. toward,

resp. towardes, fr. OE. to-weard, resp. to-

weardes. The -es in ME. toward-es, OE. to-

weardes is the adv. gen. suff. See toward, adj.,

and adv. suff.-s.

towel, n. — ME. towaille, fr. OF. toaile, toaille

(F. touaille), fr. WTeut. *thwahlja; cp. OS.
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thwahila, MDu. dwale, dwele, 'towel' (Du.

dwaal, 'altar cloth'), OHG. dwahila, dwehila,

MHG. dwahele, dwele, G. Zwehle, 'towel', lit.

'cloth for washing', fr. OS. thwahan^rtiT?. MDu.
dwaen, OHG. dwahan, MHG. dwahen, G. zwa-

gen, 'to wash'. These words are rel. to OE.

pwean, 'to wash', pweal, 'a washing', ON. pvd,

Goth, pwahan, 'to wash', ON. pvattr, 'a wash-

ing', and cogn. with OPruss. twaxtan, 'bathing

apron'. Cp. OProven?., Port, toalha, Catal. to-

valla, Sp. toalla. It. tovaglia, 'towel', which all

derive fr. WTeut. *thwahlja. Cp. also doUy.

Derivatives: towel, tr. v., towelette (q.v.),

towel(t)-ing, n.

towelette, n., a small towel. — A hybrid coined

fr. towel, a word of ult. Teut. origin, and the

French suff. -ette (see -ette).

tower, n. — ME. towr, tor, tur, fr. OE. torr, fr.

OF. tor, tour (F. tour), fr. L. turris, 'tower', fr. Gk.

TiipCTi?, T'jppti;, 'tower; walled city', whence also

TupaiQvoi, TuppTQVoi, 'Tyrrhenians', lit. 'build-

ers of walled cities'. Cp. Tyrrhenian, Etruscan,

Tuscan. Cp. also OProveng. tor, Proven?., It.,

Catal., Sp. torre, 'tower', which also derive fr.

L. turris. Cp. also tor, Torreion formation.

Derivatives: tower-less, adj., tower-y, adj.

tower, intr. and tr. v. — ME. towren, torren, fr.

towr, tor, 'tower'. See tower, n.

Derivatives: tower-ed, adj., tower-ing, adj., and

n., tower-ing-ly, adv.

town, n. — ME. tun, toun, town, fr. OE. tiin,

'fence, enclosure, village, town", rel. to OS., ON,.

OFris. tan, 'fence, hedge', MDu. tuun, 'fence',

Du. tuin, 'garden', OHG., MHG. zHn, G. Zaun,

'fence, hedge', and cogn. with the Gaul.-L. suff.

-diinum in place names (as Augustodunum, etc.),

Olr. dun, W. din, 'fortress'. Cp. obsol. E. tine,

'to enclose'. — OSlav. tynu, 'wall', is a Celtic

loan word, which was adopted by the Slavic

languages through the medium of German. (For

Slavic y = L-E. ii cp. OSlav. dymii with L. /«-

mus, 'smoke', OSlav. byti, 'to be', with L. futu-

rus, 'about to be, future'.) Cp. the second ele-

ment in barton, Newton. Cp. also down, 'hill',

dun, 'hiir, dune.

Derivatives: town, tr. v., town-ed, adj., town-ee,

n., townify (q.v.), town-ish, adj., town-ish-ly,

adv., town-ish-ness, n., town-let, n., town-like,

adj., town-ling, n., town-ship, n., town-y, adj.,

town-i-ness, n.

townify, tr. v.— A hybrid coined fr. town (fr. OE.

tun) and -fy, a suff. of Latin origin.

tox-, form of toxo- before a vowel.

toxemia, toxaemia, n., blood poisoning. — Med-

ical L., compounded of tox- and Gk. alfxa,

'blood'. See hema-.

toxic, adj., pertaining to poison. — ML. toxicus,

fr, L. toxicum, 'poison', fr. Gk. toEv/.ov (scil.

9ap|ji,axov), 'arrow poison', neut. of the adjec-

tive T0^tx6?, 'pertaining to a bow or arrow',

fr. t65ov, 'a bow or arrow', fr. Scythian

*taxsha-, whence also L. taxus, 'yew'. Cp. taxus.

1635 tracheo-

intoxicate. For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: toxic-ity, n., poisonous quality.

toxic-, form of toxico- before a vowel.

toxicant, adj., poisonous. — See prec. word and

-ant.

Derivative: toxicant, n., a poisonous drug.

toxico-, before a vowel toxic-, combining form
denoting poison. — Gk. to^lxo-, to^ix-, fr.

To^ixov, 'arrow poison'. See toxic.

toxicology, n., the study of poisons. — Com-
pounded of toxico- and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Aoyo;,

'one who speaks (in a certain manner) ; one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives: toxicolog-ic, toxicolog-ic-al, adjs.,

toxicolog-ist, n.

toxicosis, n., morbid condition caused by poison

(med.) — Medical L., formed with suff. -osis fr.

Gk. To5ix6v, 'arrow poison'. See toxic.

toxin, n., organic poison (biochem.) — Formed
with suff. -in fr. Gk. t6$ov, 'bow, arrow', used

in the sense of 'poison'. See toxic and cp. anti-

toxin, autotoxin.

toxo-, before a vowel tox-, combining form mean-

ing 'bow'. — Gk. To^o-, To5-, fr. xo^ov, 'bow,

arrow'. See toxic.

toxo-, before a vowel tox-, combining form used

in the sense of toxico-. — See toxico-.

toxophil, toxophile, adj., having affinity for a

toxin {biochem.) — Compounded of 2nd toxo-

and Gk. 91X0;:, 'loved; loving'. See philp-.

toxophilite, n., a lover of archery. — See prec.

word and subst. suff. -ite.

Derivative: toxophitit-ic, adj.

Toxotes, n., a genus of fishes, the archerfish

{ichthyol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. toEotyjc, 'bow-

man, an archer', fr. tA^ov, 'a bow'. See toxic.

toy, n. — Of uncertain origin. It derives perh. fr.

MDu. toy (Du. tuig), 'implement, tool' (cp. esp.

Du. speeltuig, 'plaything, toy'), which is rel. to

OE. geteoh, OHG., MHG. geziuc, G. Zeug,

'stuff, matter, tools', G. Spielzeug, 'plaything,

toy', ON. lygi, 'gear, outfit, equipment", Dan.

toi, 'stuff, matter, equipment', Swed. fyg, of

s.m., and prob. also to MHG. ziugen, G. zeugen,

'to beget', OE. teon, 'to draw'. See tow, 'to draw'

and cp. tug.

Derivatives: toy, v., toy-ing, adj., toy-ing-ly, adv.

tra-, shortened form of trans- before the conso-

nants d-, m-, n-, /-, V-, j-.

trabea, n., state robe worn by kings and augurs

{Roman antiq.)— L. trabea, fr. trabs, gen. trabis,

'beam'; so called because it was ornamented
with 'beams', i.e. 'horizontal stripes'. L. trabs

derives fr. L-E. base *treb-, 'to build". See thorp

and cp. tavern, trave.

trabeated, adj., built with horizontal beams or

lintels {arch.) — Formed with the adj. suffixes

-ate and -ed fr. L. trabs, gen. trabis, 'beam'. See

prec. word.

trabeation, n., straight construction {arch.) —
Formed with suff. -ation fr. L. trabs, gen. trabis,

'beam'. See trabea.

trabecula, n., a structure in the animal or vege-

table body resembling a small beam or bar. —
L. trabecula, dimin. of trabs, 'beam". See trabea

and -cule.

Derivatives: trabecul-ar, trabecul-ate, trabecul-

ated, adjs., trabecul-ation, n.

trabuco, n., 1) blunderbuss; 2) a kind of cigar. —
Sp., fr. trabucar, 'to upset, overturn', formed fr.

tra- (fr. L. trans), 'through, across', and buque,

'bulk, capacity, of a ship, hull of a ship', which
is of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. huh, buhhes, OE.
biic, 'belly', and see buck, 'the body of a wagon'.

trace, n., track, trail.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) trace,

back formation fr. OF. trader (F. tracer). See

next word.

trace, tr. and intr. v., to draw. — ME. tracen, fr.

OF. trader, (F. tracer), fr. VL. tractiare, fr. L.

tractus, pp. of trahere, 'to draw'. Cp. It. trac-

ciare, 'to follow the track of, Sp. trazar, 'to

trace, devise, plan out', which are of the same
origin, and see tract, 'region'. Cp. also retrace.

The sense of E. trace was influenced by track.

Derivatives: trace-able, adj., trace-abil-ity, n.,

trace-able-ness, n.

trace, n., part of harness. — ME. trays, pi., fr.

OF. trais, traits, fr. sing, trait, lit. 'a stretch,

stroke'. See trait.

Derivative : trace, tr.v. , to fasten(a horse) by trace.

trache, form of tracheo- before a vowel.

trachea, n., windpipe {anat.) — Medical L. tra-

chea, fr. L. trdchla, fr. Gk. (dpTT^pia) Tpa/Eia

'windpipe'. Tpaxeta is the fem. of xpa^'k
'rough', which is prob. rel. to •S^pdcocEiv, 'to

trouble, disquiet', and cogn. with ON. dregg,

'dregs'; see dreg and cp. trachoma, trachyte.

— Aristotle, like all the ancients, believed that

the arteries contained air. Therefore he distin

guished between the artery par excellence,

which he called 'the smooth artery' (ap-if)p(a

Xsta ) and the windpipe, which he named 'the

rough artery' (apTr)p(a Tpa/sTa).

tracheal, adj., pertaining to the trachea {anat.)—
Medical L. trachealis, fr. trachea. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -al.

trachelo-, before a vowel trachel-, combining

form meaning 1) neck; 2) cervix; 3) cervical and
— Gk. -rpa;(y;Xo-, -cpx/r}.-, fr. zfiyr^.oq,

'neck', which prob. stands in gradational rela-

tionship to Tpo/oc, 'wheel', and prop, means

'the turner' ; see troche. For sense development

cp. L. collum, G. Hals, 'neck', which also means
prob. lit. 'the turner", fr. I.-E. *q"el-, 'to turn'

(see collar).

Trachelospermum, n., a genus of plants, the climb-

ing dogbane {bot.) — ModL., compounded of

trachelo- and Gk. aTzspixa, 'seed". See sperm.

trachelotomy, n., incision in the neck of the uterus

{surg.) — Compounded of trachelo- and Gk.
-TOfiCa, 'a cutting of, fr. Tojiif], 'a cutting'. See

-tomy.

tracheo-, before a vowel trache-, combining form
denoting the trachea. — See trachea.
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tracheocele, n., the goiter (med.)— Compounded

of traeheo- and Gk. y.rjX-i], 'tumor, hernia'. See

-cele.

tracheotomy, n,, incision in the trachea (surg.) —
Coined by the German surgeon Lorenz Heister

(1683-1758) in 1718 fr. traeheo- and Gk. --ro[Aia,

'a cutting of, fr. xoiif,, 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

trachoma, n., a contagious disease of the eyes

(med.) — Medical L. trachoma, fr. Gk. TpS-

XOifAa, 'roughness', fr. xpax'i?, 'rough'; see

trachea and -oma. The disease is so called be-

cause it is characterized by the roughness of the

inner surface of the eyelids.

trachy-, combining form meaning 'rough'.— Gk.

Tpax^-, fr. TpaxuSj 'rough'. See trachea,

trachyte, n., a light-colored volcanic rock (pe-

trogr.) — Formed fr. Gk. -rpaxii?, 'rough' (see

trachea), with subst. suff. -ite; so called because

of the roughness of its fractured surface.

Derivative: trachyt-ic, adj.

track, n. — ME. trak, fr. MF. trac, 'track of

horses, trace', fr. OF., prob. of Teut. origin; cp.

MDu. treck, Du. trek, 'a drawing', MDu.

trecken, Du. trekken, 'to draw, pull", OHG.
trehhan, 'to draw, shove', MHG. trecken, 'to

draw'. Cp. trek, trigger.

Derivatives: track, n., track-er, n., track-less,

adj., Irack-less-ly, adv., track-less-ness, n.

tract, n., 1) region; 2) duration. — ME. trade,

fr. L. tractus, 'a drawing; distance, district, re-

gion ; space of time', fr. tractus, pp. of trahere,

'to pull, draw', which is perh. cogn. with OI.

dhrdjati, 'sweeps over, stretches, draws', dhrdjih,

'a stretching, drawing', Lett, dragdt, 'to tear',

ON. draga, OE. dragaii, 'to draw', Goth, dragan,

'to carry, load', OHG. tragan, 'to carry'. See

draw and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also

abstract, abstraction, attract, attraction, attra-

hent, contract, contraction, contrahent, detract,

detraction, distract, distraction, entreat, extract,

extraction, portray, protract, protraction, re-

tract, retraction, retreat, strass, 'refuse of silk',

subtract, subtraction, subtrahend, trace, 'track',

trace, 'part of harness', tractable, tractate, trail,

train, trait, tram, 'silk thread', trattoria, treat,

treatise, treaty, tret,

tract, n., treatise. — Short for tractate,

tractability, n. — L. tractdbilitds, fr. tractdbilis.

See next word and -ity.

tractable, adj., 1) easily managed; 2) easily work-

ed. — L. tractdbilis, 'manageable, yielding', fr.

tractdre, 'to draw violently, drag, touch, handle,

manage', freq. of trahere (pp. tractus), 'to draw".

See tract, 'region', and -able, and cp. treatable,

which is a doublet of tractable.

Derivatives: tractable-ness, n., tractabl-y, adv.

tractarian, n., one who writes tracts. — Formed

fr. tract, 'treatise', with suff. -arian.

Tractarian, n., an adherent of Tractarianism. —
See next word.

Tractarianism, n., a movement in the Church of

England, the Oxford Movement. — So called

from the "Tracts for the Times', in which the

teachings of this movement were first laid down.

See tractarian and -ism.

tractate, n., a treatise.— L. tractdtus, 'a torching,

handling; management, treatment, treatise', fr.

tractdtus, pp. oi tractdre. See tractable and subst.

sufiF. -ate and cp. treatise, which is a doublet of

tractate.

tractator, n., one who writes tracts. — L. trac-

tdtor, 'a handler, a treater of literary questions,

a writer of treatises', fr. tractdtus, pp. of trac-

tdre. See tractable and agential suff. -or.

tractile, adj., capable of being drawn. — Formed

with suff. -ile fr. L. tractus, pp. of trahere, 'to

draw'. See tract, 'region'.

Derivative: tractil-ity, n.

traction, n., the act of drawing. — ML. tractid,

gen. -dnis, fr. L. tractus, pp. oi trahere, 'to draw'.

See tract, 'region', and -ion.

Derivative: traction-al, adj.

tractive, adj., drawing, fractional. — Formed

with suff. -ive fr. L. tractus, pp. of trahere, 'to

draw'. See tract, 'region'.

tractor, n. — ModL., lit. 'that which draws', fr.

tractus, pp. of trahere, 'to draw'. See tract, 're-

gion', and agential suff. -or.

trade, n. — ME. 'path, track, course', fr. MLG.
trade, of s.m., which is rel. to OS. trada, OHG.
trata, of s.m., and to E. tread.

Derivatives: trade, tr. and intr. v., trad-er, n.,

trad-ing, n.

Tradescantia, n., a genus of plants, the spidewort

(hot:) — ModL., named after John Tradescant,

gardener to Charles the First of England. For

the ending see 1st suff. -la.

trade wind,— Lit. 'a wind blowing in one regular

'course', fr. trade, taken in its original sense.

tradition, n. — ME. tradicion, fr. MF. (= F.) tra-

dition, fr. L. trdditionem, ace. of trdditid, 'a

giving up, delivering up, surrendering", fr. trddi-

tus, pp. of trddere, 'to give up, surrender', short

for trdnsdere, fr. trans- and -dere, fr. ddre, 'to

give' ; see date, 'point of time', and -ion. Tradi-

tion is a scholarly formation and represents a

doublet of treason (q.v.) See also extradite,

traitor.

Derivatives: tradition, tr. v., tradition-al, adj.,

tradition-al-ism, n., tradition-al-ist, n., tradition-

al-ist-ic, adj., tradition-al-ly, adv., tradition-ary,

adj., tradition-ari-ty, adv.

traditive, adj., pertaining to tradition. — Obsol.

F. traditif {(em. traditive), fr. L. trdditus, pp. of

trddere. See prec. word and -ive.

traduce, tr. v., to defame; to slander. — L. trd-

ducere, 'to lead, bring, carry, across, transfer,

remove; to make a show of, to ridicule, disgrace,

degrade', shortened fr. trdnsducere, fr. trans-

and ducere, 'to lead'. See duke and cp. trocha.

Derivatives: traduc-er, n., traduc-ing, adj.,

traduc-ing-ly, adv.

traducian, adj., pertaining to traducianism; n., a

believer in traducianism.— Late L. trdducidnus.
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fr. L. tradux, gen. trdducis. 'a layer for propaga-

tion', fr. trdducere. See prec. word and -an.

traducianism, n., the doctrine that the soul is

propagated along with the body. — See prec.

word and -ism.

traducianist, n., a believer in traducianism.— See

traducian and -ist.

Derivative: traducianist-ic, adj.

traduction, n., defamation; slander. — Late L.

trdductionem, ace. of trdductio, 'a leading across,

removing, transferring; a bringing to public dis-

grace', fr. L. trdductus, pp. of trdducere. See

traduce and -ion.

traffic, n. — MF. trafique (F. trafic), fr. It. traf-

fico, which prob. derives fr. Arab, tafriq, 'distri-

bution', verbal noun offdrraqa, 'he distributed',

II (= frequentative or intensive conjugation) of

fdraqa, 'he split, divided' ; influenced in form by
assumed L. trdficere (for *trdnsficere), 'to make
over' (see trans- dindfact). Arab, fdraqa is rel. to

Heb. pdrdq, 'he tore away (esp. the yoke), he

rescued', perdq, 'he tore off', Aram, p^raq, 'he

rescued', Syr. p raq, 'he withdrew (intr.); he re-

deemed, rescued', Ethiop. fardqa, 'he set free'.

Derivatives: traffic, intr. and tr. v. (= F. trafi-

quer), traffic-able, adj., traffick-er, n.

tragacanth, n., gum obtained from the plant

Astragalus.— F. tragacanthe, name of the plant,

lit. 'goat's thorn', fr. Gk. Tpdtvo?, 'he-goat', and
axavi>a, 'thorn'. See tragic and acanthus and

cp. Tagetes and the second element in Tauro-

tragus.

tragedian, n., writer, or actor, of tragedy. — ME.
tragedien, 'a writer of tragedy', fr. MF. (= F.)

tragMien, fr. tragedie. See tragedy and -ian.

tragedienne, n., tragic actress. — F. tragedienne,

fem. of tragedien. See prec. word.

tragedy, n. — ME. tragedie, fr. MF. (= F.) tra-

gedie, fr. L. tragoedia, fr. Gk. TpaycoSLa, 'trag-

edy', fr. TpayoiSoi;, 'tragic poet or singer', prop,

'a singer competing for a he-goat as a prize', fr.

Tpayo?, 'he-goat', and tpSif], 'a song'. Gk.
Tpayo?, 'he-goat', lit. means 'a gnawer'; it is re-

lated to Tpwyeiv, 'to gnaw, nibble' (aor.

^Tp Dcvov ) . See trout and cp. tragic, trogon and the

first element in troglodyte; cp. also dredge, 'to

sprinkle'. For the etymology of Gk. uSr; see ode.

tragelaph, tragelaphus, n., a fabulous animal,

partly a goat and partly a stag {Greek mythol.)

— L. tragelaphus, fr. Gk. Tpay^Xatpoc, lit. 'he-

goat-stag', fr. Tpayoc, 'he-goat', and ^Xaoo?,

'stag'. See tragic and eland.

Tragelaphus, n., a genus of antelopes (zool.) — L.

tragelaphus. See prec. word.

traghetto, n., gondola station. — It., lit. 'a cross-

ing over', back formation fr. traghettare, 'to fer-

ry across', fr. VL. *trajectdre, freq. of L. trdicere

(less correctly trdjicere), (pp. trdjeclus), 'to go

over', formed fr. tia- and jacgre, 'to throw';

OProven?. trajitar and OF. tresjeter, 'to cross

over', are of the same origin. See jet, 'to spirt

forth', and cp. trajectory.

tragic, adj. — L. tragicus, fr. Gk. TpayiKo?, 'of a

goat; pertaining to tragedy', fr. rpayo?. See

tragedy and -ic.

Derivatives: tragic, n., tragic-al, adj., tragic-al-

ity, n., tragic-al-ly, adv., tragic-al-ness, n.

tragico-, combining form meaning 'tragic'.— Gk.
Tpayixo-, fr. xpaytjciii;. See tragic.

tragicomedy, n. — MF. (= F.) tragicomedie, fr.

Late L. tragicomoedia, contraction of L. tragi-

cocomoedia. See tragico- and comedy. The con-

traction of L. tragicocomoedia to tragicomoedia

in Late L. is due to haplology.

tragicomic, adj. — See prec. word and -ic.

Derivatives: tragicomic-al, adj., tragicomic-al-

ity, a., tragicomic-al-ly, adv.

tragopan, n., an Asiatic pheasant. — ModL. tra-

gopdn, fr. Gk. Tpay67rav, name of a fabulous

bird of Ethiopia, lit. 'goat of Pan', fr. Tpayo;,

'he-goat', and Ilav, 'the god of the woods and
fields'. See tragic and Pan.

Tragopogon, n., a genus ofplants, the goat's beard

{hot.) — ModL., lit. 'goat's beard', fr. Gk.
Tpayo?, 'he-goat', and Tcciyuv, 'beard'. See

tragedy and Pogonia.

tragus, n., eminence at the opening of the external

ear {anat.)— ModL., fr. Gk. xpayo?, prop, 'he-

goat' ; so called from the bunch of hair it con-

tains, which resembles a goat's beard ; see tragic

and cp. antitragus. In its anatomical sense the

word occurs for the first time in the Onomasti-

con of the Greek lexicographer Julius Pollux,

who lived in the 2nd century.

trail, tr. and intr. v. — ME. trailen, fr. MF. trail-

lier, trailler, 'to tow (a boat)', fr. VL. *trdguldre,

fr. L. trdgula, 'a kind of dragnet', from the stem

of trahere, 'to pull, draw'. See tract, 'region',

and cp. train. Cp. also drall.

Derivatives: trail, n., track, trail-er, n., trail-ing,

adj., trail-ing-ly, adv.

train, tr. and intr. v. — ME. trainen, fr. MF.
trainer (F. trainer), 'to drag, draw long', fr. OF.,

fr. VL. *tragmdre, fr. L. trahere, 'to pull, draw'.

See tract, 'region', and cp. OProvenQ. traginar,

trainar, Sp. trajinar. It. trainare, 'to drag, trail',

which all derive fr. VL. *tragmdre. Cp. entrain.

Cp. also trail.

Derivatives: train, n. (q.v.), train-age, n., train-

ed, adj., train-ing, n. and adj.

train, n., procession, cortege, etc.; a series, a line

of connected railroad cars pulled or pushed by

a locomotive. — ME. trayn, fr. MF. train (F.

train), back formation fr. trainer, 'to drag, draw

along'. See train, v.

train oil, oil made from whale blubber. — From
earlier trane, train, fr. MLG. trdn, 'tear from the

eye; train oil' (whence also Du. traan, G., Dan.,

Swed., Norw. tran, 'train oil'), which is rel. to

OS., OHG. trahan, MHG. trahen, 'drop; tear

from the eye', G. Trdne, 'tear from the eye', fr.

Teut. *trahnu-. Accordingly train oil is a pleo-

nastic term since both train (for trane) and oilare

used metaphorically in the sense of 'liquid'. Cp.



traipse

the collateral Teut. form *lahru- appearing in

Gotli. tagr, ON., OFris. tar, OE. tear, 'tear from

the eye', and see 1st tear.

traipse, also trapes, trapse, intr. v., to ramble

about. — Prob. rel. to MDu. trappen, dial.

Norw. trappa, 'to tread, stamp', and to E.

tramp, trample.

trait, n. — MF. (= F.), 'strolce, feature', fr. L.

tractus, 'a pulling, drawing, dragging, stretch-

ing', fr. tractus, pp. of trahere, 'to pull, draw'.

Cp. It. tratto, 'a drawing, stroke, feature', Sp.

trecho, 'space, distance', and see tract, 're-

gion'.

traitor, n.— ME. traitour, fr. OF. traitor, oblique

case, fr. L. trdditorem, ace. of trddilor, 'betrayer',

fr. trdditus, pp. oUrddere, 'to deliver, surrender',

fr. tra- and -dere, fr. dare, 'to give'. See date,

'point of time', and agential suff. -or, OF. traitre

(F. traitre), 'traitor', comes from the VL. nom.

trdditor. Cp. It. traditore, Ruman. trdddtor,

OProven?. traidor, trachor, Sp., Port, traidor,

'traitor', which all derive fr. VL. trdditorem. Cp.

betray, tradition, treason.

Derivatives: traitor-ous, adj., traitor-ous-ly, adv.

traitor-ous-ness, n.

traject, tr. v. — L. trajectus, pp. of trdicere (less

correctly trdjicere), 'to throw across', fr. tra-,

and jacere (pp. jactus), 'to throw'. See jet, 'to

spirt forth", and cp. traghetto. For the change

of Latin a (in jactus) to e (in trd-jgctus) see ac-

cent and cp. words there referred to.

traject, n.— L. trajectus, pp. of trdicere. See prec.

word.

trajection, n. — L. trdjectio, gen. -dnis, fr. trdjec-

ftus, pp. of trdjicere. See traject, v., and -ion.

trajectory, n., the path described by a projectile.

— ML. trdjectorium, fr. trajectus, pp. of trdji-

cere. See traject, v., and subst. suff. -cry.

tralatitious, adj., transferred, metaphorical. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. trdldtlcius, trdldtl-

tius, collateral form of trdnsldticius, trdnsldti-

tius, 'metaphorical', lit. 'handed down, trans-

mitted , fr. trdnsldtus, used as pp. of trdnsferre,

'to carry over, transfer'. See translate.

tram, n., a vehicle. — LG. traam, 'beam, bar,

handle', rel. to OFris. frame, tram, 'beam, rung

of a ladder", Norw. tram, 'wooden doorstep',

traam, 'frame', dial. Swed. tromm, trumm, 'log',

and to ON. promr, 'edge'. See thrum and cp.

tramway.

tram, n., a double, twisted silk thread.— F. trame,

'weft, woof, web', fr. L. trdma, 'woof, weft',

which prob. stands for *tragh-smd, fr. trahere,

'to pull, draw'. See tract, 'region', and cp. words

there referred to.

trammel, n., 1) a fishing net; 2) a kmd of shackle

for a horse; 3) anything that hampers activity.

— ME. tramaile, fr. MF. (= F.) tremail, 'drag-

net, trammel', fr. OF. tremail, fr. Late L. tremd-

culum, a word occurring in the Salic law, com-

pounded of Ires, 'three', and macula, 'spot; mesh

of net'. See three and macula and cp. mail, 'ar-
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mor'. It. tramaglio, Sp. trasmallo. Port, tremalho

are French loan words.

Derivatives: trammel, tr. v., trammel{l)-ed, adj.,

trammel([)-er, n., trammel{l)-ing, ad>., trammelQ)

ing-ly, adv.

tramontana, n., the north wind blowing in Italy.

— It. See next word.

tramontane, adj., from beyond the mountains,

foreign; n., foreigner, stranger. — F., fr. It. tra-

montana (i.e. Stella), 'the star beyond the moun-

tains ; north ; north wind', fr. L. transmontdnus,

'beyond the mountains', fr. trans- and montdnus,

'of the mountains', fr. mons, montis, 'mountain'.

See moimtain and cp. transmontane. Cp. also

cismontane, ultramontane,

tramp, intr. and tr. v. — ME. trampen, rel. to

MLG. trampen, 'to stamp with one's foot, tram-

ple', Dan. trampe, Swed., Norw. trampa, 'to

tramp, stamp, tread heavily", Goth, ana-trim-

pan, 'to press upon'; fr. *tramp-, a nasalized

form of the imitative base "trap-, whence MLG.,

Du. trappen, 'to tread', MDu. trap, trappe,

MLG. treppe, trappe, 'staircase'. See trap,

'snare', and cp. traipse, trapse, 'to ramble about'.

Derivatives : tramp, a.. , tramp-er, n. , trample (q.v.)

trample, tr. and intr. v. — ME. tramplen, freq. of

trampen. Cp. Late MHG., G. trampleln, 'to

stamp with one's foot, to trample', freq. formed

fr. MLG. trampen, and see prec. word and freq.

suff. -le.

Derivative: trample, n.

tramway, n. — Lit. 'a way for trams'. See tram,

'vehicle', and way.

trance, n., a half-conscious condition as in cata-

lepsy or hypnosis. — ME. traunce, trance, fr.

MF. transe, 'swoon; extreme fear', lit. 'a pass-

ing over", fr. OF., fr. transir, 'to pass, pass over,

pass from life', fr. L. trdnsire, 'to go across, pass

over, die'. Cp. Sp. and Port, trance, 'the time of

transition from life to death'. F. trance, transe,

in its modern psychological sense, has been re-

borrowed from English. See transient and cp.

transire, trounce.

trance, intr. and tr. v.— ME. transen, 'to swoon',

fr. transir. See trance, n.

Derivatives: Iranc-ed, adj., tranc-ed-ly, adv.

tranquil, adj., peaceful, quiet. — L. tranquillus,

'quiet, calm, still", for *trdns-quil-nos, 'very

quiet', formed fr. trdns, 'through, across', used

in the sense of 'very' (cp. F. tres, 'very', fr. L.

trdns), and quies, 'rest, quiet'. See trans- and

quiet, n., and cp. while.

Derivatives; tranquil-ity (q.v.), tranguilWze,

(q.v.), tranquil-ly, adv., tranquil-ness, n.

tranquility, tranquillity, n. — ME. tranquillite, fr.

OF. tranquillite (F. tranquillite), fr. tranquillus.

See prec. word and -ity.

tranquilize, tranquillize, tr. v., to render tranquill;

intr. v., to become tranquill- — See tranquil and

-ize and cp. F. tranquilliser.

Derivatives: tranquil(l)iz-ation, n., tranquiliz-

er, n.
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trans-, pref. meaning 'across, over, beyond,

through'. — L. trdns, rel. to Umbr. traf, trahaf,

tra and cogn. with Ol. tirdi}, Avestic taro, W.
tra, 'across, beyond', fr. I.-E. base *ter-, 'to go

through, cross over', whence also L. terminus,

'boundary line'; see term and words there re-

ferred to and cp. esp. tranquil, transom, tres,

trespass, trestle, trebuchet. Formally L. trdns is

the pres. part, of *trdre, 'to go through' (L.

intrare, 'however', is not formed fr. pref. in- and

*trdre, but back formation fr. intra, 'within';

see enter, 'to go within').

transact, tr. and intr. v. — L. trdnsdctus, pp. of

trdnsigere, 'to carry through, accomplish, settle',

fr. trans- and agere, 'to drive, set in motion; to

do'. See agent, adj., and cp. act. Cp. also transi-

gent.

transaction, n. — ME., fr. L. trdnsdctio, gen.

-dnis, fr. trdnsdctus, pp. of trdnsigere. See prec.

word and -ion.

Derivatives: transaction-al, adj., transaction-al-

ly, adv.

transalpine, adj., situated beyond the Alps (from

the point of view of Italy). —• L. Trdnsalplnus

'that which is beyond the Alps', fr. trans- and

Alpinus, 'Alpine', from Alpes, 'the Alps'. See

Alpine and cp. cisalpine.

transatlantic, adj., situated across the Atlantic.—
Formed fr. trans- and Atlantic. Cp. cisatlan-

tic.

transcend, tr. v., to go beyond the limits of; to

surpass, excel ; intr. v. (archaic) to be transcend-

ent; to excel. — L. trdnscendere, 'to clinb or

step over, surmount, surpass', fr. trans- and

scandere, 'to climb, ascend'. See scan and cp.

ascend, descend, condescend. For the change of

Latin a (in scandere) to g (in trdns-cendere) see

accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: transcend-ing, adj., transcend-ing-

ly, adv., transcend-ing-ness, n.

transcendence, transcendency, n. — Late L.

trdnscendemia, fr. L. trdnscendens, gen. -entis.

See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

transcendent, adj. and n. — L. trdnscendens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of trdnscendere. See transcend

and -ent.

transcendental, adj. — ML. trdnscendentdlis, fr.

L. trdnscendens, gen. -entis. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives : transcendental-ism, n. , transcenden-

tal-ist, n., transcendental-ist-ic, adj., transcen-

dentat-ity, n., transcendental-ly, adv.

transcontinental, adj., passing across the conti-

nent. — Formed fr. trans- and continental.

transcribe, tr. v., to copy. — L. trdnscrlbere, fr.

trans- and scribere, 'to write'. See scribe and cp.

words there referred to.

transcript, n., a copy. — ME., fr. L. trdnscrjptum,

neut. pp. of trdnscrlbere. See prec. word and

script.

transcription, n. — F., fr. L. transcrlptus, pp. of

trdnscrlbere. See transcribe and -Ion.

Derivatives: transcription-al, adj., transcription-

al-ly, adv.

transect, tr. v., to cut across. — Formed fr. trans-

and L. sectus, pp. of secdre, 'to cut'. See section.

Derivative: transect-ion, n.

transenna, n., lattice work enclosing a shrine. —
L. trdnsenna, prob. of Etruscan origin.

transept, n., transverse portion of a cruciform

church. — ML. trdnseptum, formed fr. trans-

and L. septum, 'a hedge, enclosure'. See septum.

Derivatives : transept-al, adj., transept-al-ly, adv.

transfer, tr. and intr. v. — L. trdnsferre, 'to carry

over, transport', fr. trans- anAferre, 'to carry'.

See bear, 'to carry'.

Derivatives: transfer, n., transfer-able, adj.,

transfer-abil-ity, n., transfer-ee, n., transfer-

ence, n., transferent-ial, adj., transfer-or, n.,

transferr-er, n.

transfiguration, n., change ofappearance.— ME.,

fr. MF. (= P.), fr. L. trdnsfigHrdtidnem, ace. of

trdnsfigdrdtid, fr. trdnsfigUrdtus, pp. of trdns-

figUrdre. See next word and -ation.

transfigure, tr. v., to change in shape. — ME., fr.

L. trdnsfigHrdre, fr. trans- andfigurdre, 'to form,

fashion'. See figure, v. and n.

transflnite, adj., going beyond any finite number

{math.) — G. transfinit, fr. L. trdns (see trans-)

and finit, 'finite', fr. h.finitus (see finite).

Derivative: transfinite, n., a transfinit enumber.

transfix, tr. v., to pierce. — L. trdnsflxus, pp. of

trdnsfigere, 'to pierce through', fr. trans- and

figere, 'to fasten, fix'. See fix, v.

transfixion, n. — Late L. trdnsfixid, gen. -dnis,

fr. L. trdnsflxus, pp. of trdnsfigere. See prec.

word and -ion.

transform, tr. v. — ME. transformen, fr. L. trdns-

formdre, 'to change the shape of, fr. trans- and

formdre, 'to form'. See form, v. and n.

Derivatives: transformation (q.v.), transform-

able, adj., transform-at-or, n., transform-er, n.,

transformism (q.v.), transformist (q.v.)

transformation, n. — ME., fr. Eccles. L. trdnsfor-

mdtidnem, acc. of trdnsformdtid, fr. L. trdnsfor-

mdtus, pp. of trdnsformdre. See prec. word and

-ation.

Derivative: transformation-al, adj.,

transformative, adj. — ML. trdnsformdtJvus, fr.

L. trdnsformdtus, pp. of trdnsformdre. See trans-

form and -ative.

transformism, n., the doctrine of the transforma-

tion of species called also the mutabiUty of

species. — F. transformisme, fr. transformer.

See transform and -ism.

transformist, n., an adherent of transformism. —
F. transformiste, fr. transformer. See transform

and -ist.

transfuse, tr. v., to transfer by pouring. — ME.
transfusen, fr. L. trdnsfSsus, pp. of trdnsfundere,

'to pour from one vessel into another', fr.

trans- and fundere, 'to pour'. See fuse, 'to melt'.

Derivatives: transfus-er, n., transfusion (q.v.),

transfus-ive, adj.



transfusion

transfusion, n. —- L. trdnsfusio, gen. -onis, it.

trdnsfusus, pp. of trdnsfundere . See prec. word

and -ion.

transgress, tr. v., to go beyond a limit; intr. v., to

violate a law, etc., to sin. — F. transgresser, fr.

L. trdnsgressus, pp. of trdnsgredl, 'to step a-

cross', fr. trans- and gradl (pp. gressus), 'tcr step,

walk, go'. See grade, 'step', and cp. words there

referred to. For the change of Latin a (in grddl)

to e (in trdns-gressus) see accent and cp. words

there referred to. For the form oi gressus, pp. of

gradl, see congress,

transgression, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L.

trdnsgressidnem, ace. of trdnsgressid, 'a going

across or over, a transgression', fr. trdnsgressus,

pp. of trdnsgredl. See transgress and -ion.

Derivative: transgression-al, adj.

transgressive, adj. — Late L. trdnsgresslvus, 'that

which passes over', fr. L. trdnsgressus, pp. of

trdnsgredl. See transgress and -ive.

Derivative: transgressive-ly, adv.

transgressor, n. — Late L. transgressor, fr. L.

trdnsgressus, pp. of trdnsgredl. See transgress

and agential suff. -or.

transience, transiency, n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

transient, adj., transitory. — L. trdnsiens, VL.

gen. *trdnsientis (L. trdnseuntis), pres. part, of

trdnsire, 'to go across, pass through", fr. trans-

and ire, 'to go'. See itinerate and -ent and cp.

trance, transire, transit.

Derivatives: transient, n., transient-Iy, adv.,

transient-ness, n.

transilience, n. — Formed from next word with

suif. -ce.

transilient, adj., passing from one thing to anoth-

er. — L. trdnsitiens, gen. -ientis, pres. part, of

trdnsillre, 'to spring over', fr. trans- and sallre,

'to leap, jump'. See salient and cp. resile, resil-

ient. For the change of Latin a (in sdlire, 'to

1 (in trdn-slllre) see abigeat and cp. words there

referred to.

transire, n., a customs document describing the

cargo of a ship for the sake of clearing it. — L.

trdnsire, 'to go across'. See transient and cp.

transit.

transistor, n., a small electronic device that per-

forms many of the functions of the vacuum

tube. — Trade name coined by Bell Laborato-

ries in 1948 fr. transfer and resjVor.

transit, n., 1) passage; 2) conveyance. — L.

trdnsitus, 'a going across or over', fr. trdnsitus,

pp. of trdnsire. See transient.

Derivative: transit, tr. v.

transition, n., passing from one state, condition,

etc., to another; change. — L. trdnsitid, gen.

-onis, 'a going across or over', fr. trdnsitus, pp.

of trdnsire. See transient and -ition.

Derivatives : transitionaHq.v.), transition-ary,3.d}.

transitional, adj. — Formed fr. transition with

adj. suff. -al; first used by the English poet

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834).

Derivative: transitional-ly, adv.

transitive, adj. — Late L. trdnsitlvus, 'passing

over; (gram.) 'transitive', lit. 'that may pass

over (to another person)', fr. L. trdnsitus, pp. of

trdnsire. See transient and -ive.

Derivatives: transitive, n., transitive-ly, adv.,

transitive-ness, a., transitiv-ity, n.

transitory, adj.— ME. transitorie, fr. MF. (= F.)

transitoire, fr. OF., fr. L. trdnsitorius, 'adapted

for passing through, passing, transitory', fr.

trdnsitus, pp. of trdnsire. See transient and adj.

suff. -ory.

Derivatives: transitori-ly, adv., transitori-ness,

n.

translate, tr. v., — L. trdnsldtus, 'carried over'

(used as pp. of trdnsferre, 'to carry over'), fr.

trans- and Idtus, 'borne, carried' (used as pp. of

ferre, 'to bear, carry'), which stands for *tldtos,

fr. *//-, zero degree of I.-E. base *tel-, *tol-, 'to

bear, carry', whence L. tollere, 'to lift up, raise',

tolerdre, 'to bear, support'. See tolerate and cp.

tralatitious.

Derivatives : translat-able, adj., translative (q .v.),

translator (q.v.)

translation, n. — ME. translacioun, fr. MF. (
=

F.) translation, fr. OF., fr. L. trdnsldtionem, ace.

of trdnsldtid, 'a carrying over', fr. trdnsldtus,

'carried over'. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: translation-al, adj., translation-al-

ly, adv.

translative, adj. — L. trdnsldtlvus, 'belonging to

a transference', fr. trdnsldtus, 'carried over'. See

translate and cp. ablative, relative,

translator, n. — ME. translatour, fr. MF., fr. L.

trdnsldtorem, ace. of trdnsldtor, fr. trdnsldtus,

'carried over'. See translate and agential suff.

-or.

Derivatives: translator-ial, translat-ory, adjs.

transliterate, tr. v., to write or spell words of a

language with the corresponding characters of

another language. — Formed fr. trans-, L. lit-

tera, 'letter, character' (see letter), and verbal

suflf. -ate.

Derivatives: transliterat-ion, n., transliterat-or,

n.

translucence, translucency, n. — Formed from

next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

translucent, adj., letting light pass but not trans-

parent. — L. trdnslucens, gen. -entis, pres. part,

of trdnslUcere, 'to shine through', fr. trans- and

lucere, 'to shine'. See lucent.

Derivative: translucent-ly, adv.

transmarine, adj., on the other side of the sea;

overseas.— L. trdnsmarlnus, 'coming from be-

yond the sea', fr. trans- and tnarinus, 'pertaining

to the sea', fr. mare, 'sea'. See marine and cp.

ultramarine,

transmigrant, n., one who transmigrates. — L.

trdnsmigrdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of trdns-

migrdre. See next word and -ant and cp. migrant,

transmigrate, intr. v., 1) to move from one place

to another; 2) to move into another body (said

1
•

t
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of the soul). — L. trdnsmigrdt{tum), pp. stem of

trdnsmigrdre, 'to move from one place to anoth-

er', fr. trans- and migrdre, 'to wander, migrate'.

See migrate.

Derivatives: transmigration (q.v.), transmigrat-

or, n., transmigrat-ory, adj.

transmigration, n., 1) the act of transmigrating;

2) specif., the passing of the soul at death into

another body. —• Late L. trdnsmigrdtio, gen.

-onis, 'a removal from one place to another', fr.

L. trdnsmigrdt-(um), pp. stem of trdnsmigrdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

transmissible, adj. — Formed with suff. -ible fr.

L. trdnsmissus, pp. of trdnsmittere. See transmit.

Derivative; transmissibit-ity, n.

transmission, n. — L. trdnsmissid, 'a sending

across', fr. trdnsmissus, pp. of trdnsmittere. See

next word and -ion.

transmit, tr. and intr. v., 1) to send over; 2) to

cause to pass through; 3) to communicate; 4)

to hand down to. — ME. transmitten, fr. L.

trdnsmittere, 'to send across, send off', fr. trans-

and mittere, 'to send'. See mission and cp. words

there referred to.

Derivatives : transmitt-ance, transmitt-ancy,

transmitt-er, nouns.

transmogrification, n. — See next word and -fica-

tion.

transmogrify, tr. v., to change completely. — Fr.

earlier transmigrafy, 'to change', which is a

blend of transmigrate and modify. See Horn,

Germanisch-Romanische Monatsschrift, IX, p.

345.

transmontane, adj., tramontane. — L. trdnsmon-

tdnus. See tramontane,

transmutable, adj. — ML. trdnsmHtdbilis, fr. L.

trdnsmutdre. See transmute and -able.

Derivatives: transmutabil-ity, n., transmutable-

ness, n., transmutabl-y, adv.

transmutation, n. — F., fr. L. trdnsmutdtionem,

ace. of trdnsmdtdtio, 'a changing', fr. transmutd-

tus, pp. of trdnsmutdre. Cp. OProven?. trans-

mutacio, Sp. transmutacion. It. transmutazione,

and see transmute and -ation.

Derivatives: transmutation-al, adj., transmuta-

tionist (q.v.)

transmutationist, n., a believer in the transmuta-

tion of metals or of species. — See prec. word

and -ist.

transmutative, adj. — Formed with sufF. -ive fr.

L. trdnsmutatus, pp. of trdnsmHtdre. See next

word.

transmute, tr. v., to change from one form into

another. — L. trdnsmutdre, 'to change, shift', fr.

trans- and mutdre, 'to change'. See mutable.

Derivatives: transmut-er, n., transmut-ing, adj.

transoceanic, adj., across the ocean.— See trans-,

ocean and adj. sulT. -ic.

transom, n., a horizontal beam, a lintel. — ME.
traunsom, prob. fr. L. trdnstrum, fr. trans,

'across, beyond'. See trans- and cp. trestle,

transpadane, adj., on the farther (i.e. north) side

transposition

of the river Po. — L. trdnspaddnus, fr. trans-,

and Padus, 'the river Po', a name of Celtic ori-

gin.

transparence, transparency, n.— ML. trdnspdren-

tia, fr. trdnspdrens, gen. -entis. See next word

and -ce, resp. -cy.

transparent, adj., that which can be seen through.

— ME., fr. ML. trdnspdrens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of trdnspdrere, 'to be transparent', formed

fr. trans- and L. parere, 'to appear'. See appear

and -ent.

Derivative: transparent-ly, adv.

transpierce, tr. v., to pierce through. — MF. (=

F.) transpercer, fr. trans- andpercer, 'to pierce'.

See pierce,

transpiration, n.— MF. (= F.), fr. transpirer. See

next word and -ation.

transpire, intr. v., 1) to exhale; vapor, etc.; 2) to

become known, leak out; tr. v., to exhale; to

excrete. — MF. (= F.) transpirer, as if fr. L.

*trdns-splrdre, 'to breathe through or across',

fr. trans- and L. splrdre, 'to breathe, blow'. See

spirant.

Derivatives: transpiration (q.v.), transpir-at-ory,

adj.

transplant, tr. v. — ME. transplaunten, fr. Late L.

trdnsplantdre, fr. trans- and L. plantdre, 'to

plant'. See plant, v.

Derivatives: transplant-ation, n., transplant-er,

n.

transpontine, adj., lying on the other side of a

bridge. — Formed fr. trans- and L. pons, gen.

pontis, 'bridge'. See pons and adj. suff. -ine

(representing L. -Inus).

transport, tr. v. — ME. transporten, fr. MF. (
=

F.) transporter, fr. L. trdnsportdre, 'to carry

across', fr. trans- and portdre, 'to carry'. See

port, 'to carry'.

Derivatives: transport, n. (q.v.), transport-able,

adj., transport-abil-ity, n., transport-able-ness,

n., transportation (q.v.), transport-ed, adj., trans-

port-ed-ly, adv., transport-ed-ness, n., transport-

er, n., transport-ing, adj., transport-ing-ly, adv.,

transport-ive, adj.

transport, n.— ME., fr. transporten, 'to transport'.

See transport, v.

transportation, n. — F., fr. L. trdnsportdtus, pp.

oi trdnsportdre. See transport, v., and -ation and

cp. L. trdnsportdtio, gen. -onis, 'migration'.

Derivatives: transportation-al, adj.

transposal, n., transposition. — See next word

and subst suff. -al.

transpose, tr. and intr. v. — ME. transposen, fr.

MF. (= F.) transposer, fr. OF., fr. L. trdns-

ponere (pp. trdnspositus), 'to place over', which

was Gallicized after F. poser, 'to put, place'.

See next word and cp. compose and words there

referred to.

transposition, n. — F., fr. ML. trdnspositionem,

ace. of trdnspositid, fr. L. trdnspositus, pp. of

trdnsponere, 'to place over', fr. trans- aadponere,

'to place'. See position and cp. prec. word.



transpositive

Derivative: transpusition-at, adj.

transpositive, adj., characterized by transposition.

— Formed with suff. -ive fr. L. trdnspositus, pp.

of trdnsponere. See prec. word.

transrhenane, adj., on the other (i.e. the eastern)

side of the Rhine. — L. trdnsrhendnus, fr. trans-

and Rhendnus, 'pertaining to the Rhine', fr.

Rhenus, 'Rhine'. See Rhenish.

transsubstantiate, tr. v., to change into another

substance. — ML. trdnssubstantidlus, pp. of

trdnssubstantidre, fr. trans- and substantidre, 'to

substantiate'. See substantiate.

transsabstantiation, n. — ML. trdnssubstantidtio,

gen. -onis, fr. trdnssubstantidtus, pp. of trdns-

subtantidre. See prec. word and -ion.

transudation, n. — ModL. trdns(s)uddtid, gen.

-onis, fr. trdns{s)uddtus, pp. of trans{s)Bddre.

See transude and -ation.

transudatory, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ory

fr. ModL. trdns{s)uddtus, pp. of trdns{s)uddre.

See next word and adj. suff. -ate and -ory.

transude, intr. v., to pass through the pores. —
ModL. trdns{s)uddre, fr. trans- and L. suddre,

'to sweat'. See sudation.

transversal, adj., transverse. — ML. trdnsversdlis,

fr. L. trdnsversus. See next word and adj. suff.

-al.

Derivatives: transversal, n., Iransversal-ity, n.,

transversal-ly, adv.

transverse, adj., lying across. — L. trdnsversus,

'lying across or athwart', fr. trans- and versus,

pp. of vertere, 'to turn'. See version and cp. tra-

verse.

Derivatives: transverse-ly, adv., transverse-ness,

n.

trap, n., a snare. — ME. trappe, fr. OE. treppe,

trieppe, rel. to OFris. treppe, MDu. trap, trappe,

MLG. trappe, treppe (whence G. Treppe), 'stair-

case', Frankish trappa (occurring in the Salic

Law), 'trap'; from the imitative base *trap-.

Trap prop, means 'that on which an animal

steps". From * tramp-, a nasalized form of base

*trap- derives E. tramp (q.v.) Cp. caltrop, en-

trap, trip, wentletrap.

Derivatives: trap, tr. and intr. v., to snare, trapp-

er, n., trapp-y, adj.

trap, n., any of various darlc-colored igneous

rocks (petrogr.) — Swed. trapp, rel. to trappa,

'stairs', MLG. trappe, treppe, 'staircase' (see

prec. word); so called because the rocks fre-

quently occur in masses rising one above anoth-

er in the form of steps.

trap, n., clothes, baggage. — ME. trappe, prob.

fr. OF. (= F.) drap, 'cloth'. See drape and cp.

trappings.

trap, tr. v., to clothe. — ME. trappen, fr. trappe,

'clothes'. See prec. word.

Trapa, n., a genus of plants, the water caltrop

(hot.) — ModL., abbreviation of calcitrappa,

calcitrapa, 'caltrop', which is compounded of

L. calx, gen. calcis, 'heel', and ML. trappa,

trapa, 'trap', which is Teut. origin; cp. OE.
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treppe, trseppe, 'trap'. See 1st trap and cp. cal-

trop,

trapan, n. and tr. v. — A var. of trepan,

trapes, intr. v. — See traipse,

trapeze, n., a suspended horizontal bar used in

gymnastics. — F. trapeze, fr. Late L. trapezium.

See trapezium.

trapeziform, adj., having the form of a trapezium.

— A hybrid coined fr. Gk. TpaTtE^iov and L.

forma, 'form, shape'. See next word and form, n.

trapezium, n., a plane figure with four sides of

which no two are parallel. — Late L., fr. Gk.

TpaTOl^iov, 'a little table', dimin. of TpdcTieCa,

'table', which stands for *7rTpa7re^a, a com-

pound lit. meaning 'provided with four feet'.

The first element represents I.-E. *q^etr-, 'four'

;

see foiff and cp. tessares, tetarto-. The second

element is t^B^rt., 'foot', which is rel. to jcou;,

gen. 7ro86;, 'foot', and cogn. with L. pes, gen.

pedis, 'foot'; see foot and cp. -pod.

trapezius, n., name of a pair of large, flat, trian-

gular muscles, together forming a trapezium

(anat.) — Medical L. (musculus) trapezius, lit.

'muscle in the form of a trapezium' ; see prec.

word. The name was introduced into anatomy

by J. Riolanus, with the incorrect spelling

trapesius. The correct spelling trapezius was

established by the English anatomist William

Cowper. See Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatologia ana-

tomica, pp. 560-61.

trapezoid, n., a plane figure with four sides two

of which are parallel; adj., pertaining to, or

shaped like, a trapezoid. — Gk. xpa-E^osiSif)?,

'table-shaped; trapezium-shaped', fr. xpaTiesa,

'table', and -osiSt)?, 'like', fr. eI8o;, 'form,

shape'. See trapezium and -oid.

Derivatives : trapezoid, trapezoid-al, adjs.,shaped

like a trapezoid.

trappings, n. pi., cloth for a horse. — Formed fr.

trap, 'to clothe', with subst. suff. -ing.

Trappist, n., a monk of a branch of the Cistercian

order. — F. Trappiste, named after the monas-

tery of La Trappe in Normandy. For the ending

see suff. -ist.

trapse, intr. v. — See traipse.

trash, n., rubbish. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. ON.

tros, 'rubbish, fallen twigs used for fuel", Swed.

trasa, 'rag, tatter'.

Derivatives: trash-y, adj., trash-i-ly, adv., trash-

i-ness, n.

trass, n., volcanic earth used as a hydraulic ce-

ment. — Du. terras, tras (whence also G. Trass),

fr. F. terrasse, fr. It. terrazzo. See terrazzo.

trattoria, n., an Italian eating house. — It., 'eat-

ing house", fr. trattore, 'innkeeper, restaurant

keeper', fr. trattare, 'to treat', fr. L. tractdre

freq. of trahere (pp. tractus), 'to draw", whence.

It. trarre, 'to draw". See tract, "region", and cp.

treat.

traulism, n., a stammering. — Gk. TpauXi<Tj.t6;,

fr. Tpau>.i!^ei,v, 'to lisp', fr. Tpau/.oi;, 'lisping',

which is of uncertain origin. It possibly stands
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for *Tpatsu>.6(; and derives fr. I.-E. base *ters-,

*t[s-, 'to be dry', whence also L. terra (for

*tersd), 'earth', Ut. 'dry land'. See terra and

-ism.

trauma, n., a bodily injury, a wound (med.) —
Medical L., fr. Gk. Tpaufxa = Dor. Tpoj^ta, 'a

wound, hurt, damage', rel. to Gk. Tpcoat?, 'a

wounding', from the stem of TpcisLv (for *Tp{o-

fetv), TiTpciaxsiv, 'to wound, damage, injure',

fr. I.-E. base *tereu-, *treu-, whence also Tpustv,

'to wear out, distress', Tepu?, 'worn out'. Base

*tereu-, *treu- is an enlargement of base *ler-,

'to rub; to rub by turning; to turn, twist; to

bore, pierce'. See throw and cp. words there re-

ferred to. For the ending see suff. -ma.

traumat-, form of traumato- before a vowel.

traumatic, adj., referring to, or caused by, a

wound {med.) — Late L. traumaticus, 'concern-

ing the healing of a wound', fr. Gk. TpaufxaTi.-

/.6c,, fr. TpaupLoc, gen. xpaiifxaTo?. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ic.

traumatism, n., condition produced by a trauma.

— Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk. xpaOfjia, gen.

Tpa'J(xaTO?. See trauma.

traumato-, before a vowel traumat-, combining

form meaning 'a wound, a bodily injury'. —
Gk. Tpau[jtQCTO-, Tpau(/aT-, fr. Tpau(za. See

trauma.

traumatology, n., the study of wounds. — Com-
pounded of traumato- and Gk. -Xoyta, fr.

-Xoyoi;, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner)

;

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See -logy.

Trautvetteria, n., a genus of plants, the false bug-

bane {bot.) — ModL., named after the Russian

botanist Ernst Rudolf Trautvetter (1808-89).

For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

travail, n., 1) labor, toil; 2) the labor of child-

birth. — ME., fr. OF., 'torment, torture'

(whence F. travail, 'work'), fr. VL. *tnpdlium,

'an instrument of torture'. See travail, v.

travail, intr. v., to toil. — ME. travailen, tra-

vellen, fr. OF. traveillier, travaillier, 'to torment,

toil' (whence F. travailler, 'to work'), fr. VL.

*tripdlidre, prop, 'to torture with the tripalium',

fr. *tripdlium, 'an instrument of torture consist-

ing of three stakes' [cp. Late L. trepdlium, of

s.m., occurring in a decision of the Concile

d'Auxerre (year 578)], fr. L. tripdlis, having

three stakes', fr. tres, neut. tria, 'three', and

pdlus, 'stake'. See tri- and pale, 'stake". Cp. It.

travaglio, OProven?. trabalh, Irebath, trebail,

Sp. trabajo. Port, trabalho, 'fatigue', which all

derive fr. VL. * tripalium. Cp. also E. travel.

trave, n., a crossbeam. — ME., fr. MF. trave,

'beam', fr. L. trabem, ace. of trabs, 'beam'. See

trabea.

travel, intr. and tr. v. — ME. travellen, travailen;

identical with travail. 'To travel' must have

first denoted 'to have a toilsome journey',

whence arose the meaning 'to travel', in general.

This sense development appears already in

French. According to 6. Littrd, Dictionnaire de

la langue frangaise, p. 2324, one of the mean-

ings of French travailler was 'to travel'.

Derivatives: travel, n., travel(l)-ed, adj., travelQ)-

er, n., travel(l)-ing, adj.

travelogue, n., a talk on travel. — A hybrid coin-

ed by the American traveler Burton Holmes

(1870-1958) fr. travel and -logue, a combining

form of Greek origin.

traverse, tr. v., to pass through, to cross; intr. v.,

to move across. — ME. traversen, fr. OF. (=
F.) traverser, fr. travers, 'traverse' (adj.), fr.

Late L. trdversus, corresponding to L. trdnsver-

sus, 'lying across'. See transverse.

traverse, n., 1) the act of traversing; 2) that which

traverses; 3) a crosspiece, crossbeam; 4) an

obstacle. — ME. travers, partly fr. OF. travers,

'a traversing; an obstacle', fr. Late L. trdversus

(see traverse, v.)
;
partly fr. OF. traverse, 'cross-

piece', fr. Late L. trdversa, fem. of trdversus,

used as a noun (see above).

traverse, adj. — ME. travers, fr. MF., fr. OF., fr.

L. trdversus, whence also OProven?. travers. It.

traverso, Catal. traves, Sp. travesio. Port, tra-

veso. See traverse, v. and cp. traverse, n.

Derivatives: traverse, n., traverse-ly, adv.

travertin(e), n., limestone used for building in

Italy. — It. travertino, alteration of tivertino, fr.

L. (lapis) Tlburtlnus, ('stone) from Tibur', a

town in ancient Latium (now Tivoli).

travesty, n., a kind of burlesque. — Prop, an ad-

jective used as a noun. fr. F. travesti, pp. of

travestir, 'to disguise (esp. with ludicrous effect)',

fr. It. travestire, fr. tra-, 'across, beyond' (fr. L.

trans), and vestire, 'to clothe', fr. L. vestire. See

vest.

Derivative : travesty, tr. v., to make a travesty of.

Traviata, La, title of an opera by Verdi.— It., lit.

'the woman led astray', pp. of traviare, 'to lead

astray', lit. 'to lead beyond the way', fr. tra-,

'across, beyond' (fr. L. trans) and via (fr. L. via),

'way'. See trans- and via.

trawl, n., a dragnet; tr. and intr. v., to fish with a

dragnet. — Prob. a var. of trail.

Derivatives: trawl-er, n., trawl-ing, n.

tray, n., a wooden vessel. — ME. tray, trey, fr.

OE. treg, trig, rel. to treow, 'treow'; see tree. The

orig. meaning of tray was 'made of wood,

wooden'.

treacherous, adj. — ME. trecherous, tricherous,

fr. MF. trechereus, trichereus, fr. trechier, trick-

ier. See next word and -ous.

Derivatives: treacherous-ly, adv., treacherous-

ness, n.

treachery, n. — ME. trecherie, tricherie, fr. OF.

trecherie (F. tricherie), 'deceit, trickery', fr.

trechier, trickier (F. tricher), 'to deceive, cheat,

trick'. See trick, n., and -ery.

treacle, n., 1) orig. a remedy against poison;

hence, any remedy (obsol.) ; 2) molasses. — ME.
triacle, fr. MF. triacle fr. OF., fr. VL. *triacula,

fr. L. theriaca, fr. Gk. ^ptaxTj, 'antidote'. See

theriac.



tread

Derivative: tread-y, adj.

tread, intr. and tr. v. — ME. treden, fr. OE. tre-

dan, rel. to OS. tredan, OFris. treda, OHG. tre-

tan, MHG., G. treten, ON. troda, Dan. trsede,

Swed. trada, Norw. traa Goth, trudan, 'to

tread', OHG. trotton, of s.m., MHG. trotten, 'to

run'. Cp. F. trotter, It. trottare, OProven?. Sp.

and Port, trotar, 'to trot', which are borrowed

fr. OHG. trotton, and see trot. Cp. also trade,

treadle.

Derivatives: tread, n., tread-er, n., tread-ing, n.

treadle, n. — ME. tredyl, 'a step (to mount by)',

fr. OE. tredel, which is formed with instrumen-

tal suflT. -el, fr. tredan, 'to tread'. See prec. word

and instrumental suff. -le.

Derivative: treadle, tr. and intr. v.

treason, n. — ME. tresun, treisun, traisoun (F.

trahison), fr. L. trdditionem, ace. of trdditio, 'a

giving up, delivering up, surrender'. See tradi-

tion and cp. OProven?. traizon, Catal. traicid,

Sp. traicion. Port, traissdo, 'treason', which all

derive fr. L. trdditionem.

Derivatives: treason-able, adj., treason-able-

ness, n., treason-abl-y, adv.

treasure, n. — ME. tresor, iresour, fr. OF. tresor,

tresour (F. tresor), fr. L. thesaurus, fr. Gk.

^riCiaupo;, 'store, treasure, treasure house', a

compound word whose 'first element prob. de-

rives fr. &Tj-, stem of -rtS-Yijxt, 'I put, I place'. Cp.

OProven?. thesaur, It. tesoro, OSpan. tresoro, Sp.

tesoro. Port, tesouro, 'treasure', which all derive

fr. L. thesaurus, and see thesaurus. For the insert-

ed r in OF. tresor, F. tresor, cp. F.fronde, 'sling",

fr. L.funda (see Fronde).

treasurer, n. — ME. tresorer, fr. AF. tresorer, fr.

OF. tresorier (F. tresorier), fr. tresor (F. tresor),

'treasure'. See prec. word and agential suflF. -er.

treasure-trove, n., gold or silver plate or bullion

found hidden in the earth the owner of which

cannot be traced. — AF. tresor trove (F. tresor

trouve), lit. 'treasure found'. See treasure and

trover, troubadour,

treasury, n. — ME. tresorie, fr. OF. tresorie (F.

tresorerie), fr. tresor (F. tresor). See treasure and

-y (representing OF. -ie).

treat, tr. and intr. v. — ME. treten, fr. OF. trai-

tier, iretier (F. traiter), fr. L. tractdre, 'to draw,

drag; to handle, manage; to use; to discuss',

freq. of trahere (pp. tractus), 'to pull, draw'. Cp.

OProven?. tractor. It. trattare, Sp., Port, tratar,

which all derive fr. L. tractdre, and see tract,

'region'. Cp. also treatise, treaty, entreat.

Derivatives: treat, n., treatable (q.v.), treat-ee,

n., treat-er, n., treat-ing, n., treat-ment, n.

treatable, adj. — ME. tretable, fr. OF. (= F.)

traitable, fr. L. tractdbilis, 'manageable, yield-

ing'. See tractable.

Derivatives: treatable-ness, n., treatabl-y, adv.

treatise, n. — ME. tretis, fr. AF. tretiz, fr. OF.

traiteiz, fr. traitier, tretier (F. traiter), 'to treat'.

See treat.

Derivative: treatis-er, n.
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treaty, n. — ME. tretee, fr. MF. (= F.) traite (F.

traite), fr. L. tractatus, 'a handling, managing;

a tractate, treatise', fr. tractatus, pp. of tractdre,

'to handle'. See treat and -y (representing OF. -e,

-ee). Treaty is a doublet of tractate (q.v.) Cp.

OProven?. tractat. It. trattato, Sp. tratado,

which all derive fr. L. tractatus.

treble, adj., threefold, triple. — ME., fr. OF.

treble, fr. L. triplus. See triple and cp. double.

Derivative: treble, n. (q.v.), treble, tr. v., to

make threefold; intr. v., to become threefold.

treble, n., the treble or soprano part; treble voice

{mus.) — ME., fr. OF. treble, n., prop, 'a third

part (added to the alto and the bass)'. See treble,

adj.

trebuchet, n., a former military engine for hurling

stones.— ME. trebochet, fr. OF. trebuchet, 'en-

gine for hurling stones' (whence F. trebuchet,

'bird trap, snare, assay balance') back formation

fr. trebuchier, trebucher (F. trebucher), 'to stum-

ble', a hybrid coined fr. the pref. tres-, 'over', fr.

L. trans- (see trans-) and OF. buc, 'body, trunk',

fr. Frankish buk, 'belly', which is rel. to ON.

bukr, OE. hue, etc., 'belly'. Cp. OProven?., Sp.,

Port, trabucar, 'to stumble', which are of the

same origin as OF. trebuchier; It. traboccare, of

s.m., was influenced in form by an erroneous

association of this word with It. bocca, 'mouth'.

See buck, 'the body of a wagon', and cp. the

second element in sillabub and in trabuco. The

suff. -et in OF. trebuchet as well as in its equiva-

lents of s.m. (OProven?. trabuquet, Sp. trabu-

quete) has diminutive force (see -et).

trecentist, n., a writer or artist of the trecento. —
A hybrid coined fr. It. trecento (see next word)

and -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

trecento, n., the 14th cent., an important period

in Italian literature and art. — It., lit. 'three

hundred', short for mil trecento, 'one thousand

three hundred', as referring to the period be-

ginning with 1300. Tre derives fr. L. tres, 'three',

cento, fr. L. centum, 'a hundred'. See three and

hundred and cp. quattrocento, cinquecento.

trechometer, n., an instrument for range finding.

— Compounded of the stem of Gk. -^^kxa-^,

'to run', and |jiETpov, 'measure'. Gk. Tp£y_Eiv

stands in gradational relationship to "poxn?, 'a

wheel', lit. 'that which runs round'. See troche

and cp. words there referred to. For the second

element see meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

tree, n. — ME. tre, tree, fr. OE. treow, 'tree,

wood", rel. to OS. trio, tree, ON., OFris. tre,

Goth, triu, of s.m., fr. I.-E. base *deroMd)-,

*drew(o)-, 'tree, wood, oak', whence also OI.

dru-, 'wood', ddru, 'wood, piece of wood, spear',

drumdh, 'tree', Avestic dduru, dru-, 'wood',

Toch. or, 'wood', Hitt. taru, 'tree, wood'. Arm.

tram (for I.-E. *drurd-mo), 'firm', Gk. Spu?,

'tree, oak', 86pu, 'stem, tree, beam, shaft of a

spear, spear', Homeric Spufxa (neut. pi.), post-

Homeric SpO(ji6(;, 'oakwood, wood'. Alb. dru,

'wood, tree, pole', drusk, 'oak', L. larix (for

*d^rik-s), 'larch', darus, 'hard' (dissimilated fr.

drU-ros, for *dreu-ros, and orig. meaning 'as hard

as wood'), OSlav. drevo, 'tree', drUva (pi.),'wood',

Russ. dromu, 'thicket, primeval forest', Lith.

dervd, 'resinous wood', Olr. daur, MIr. dair, dour,

W. derwen, 'oak", Olr. dron, 'firm'. Cp.tar,'a vis-

cous liquid', tray, trig, trim, true. Cp. also den-

dro-, dhoni, dinghy, dolly, 'an offering', druid,

dryad, dure, larch, the first element in drupe and

the second element in deodar, germander, hama-

dryad.

Derivative: tree, tr. and intr. v.

treenail, trenail, n., a wooden pin.— Compound-

ed of tree and nail.

trefa, n., ritually unclean food. — Inexact pro-

nunciation of Heb. frephd''. See terephah.

trefle, n., anything resembling a trefoil. — F.

trefle, 'trefoil', fr. "VL. *trlfolum, refashioned fr.

L. trifolium, after Gk. xpiipuXXov. Cp. It. trifo-

glio. Rum. trifoia, OProven?. trefolh, Sp. trifolio,

'trefoil' (fr. L. trifolium), Sp. trebol. Port, trevo,

of s.m. (fr. VL. *trifolum), and see next word.

trefoil, n., clover. — ME., fr. MF. trefueil, tre-

feuil, fr. OProven?. trefolh. See trifolium and cp.

prec. word.

treillage, n., lattice work.— F., fr. MF., fr. treille,

'vine trellis', fr. L. trichila, 'bower, arbor'

(whence also OProven?. trelha), which seems to

be an alteration of triclinium. See triclinium.

trek, n., a journey by ox wagon. — S. Afr. Du.,

fr. MDu. treck (Du. trek), 'pull, haul', fr. tree-

ken. See trek, v.

trek, intr. v., to travel by ox wagon (S. Afr. Du.)

— S. Afr. Du., fr. MDu. trecken (Du. trekken),

'to draw, pull, tug'. See track.

Derivative: trekk-er, n.

trellis, n., lattice. — ME. trelis, fr. MF. treliz,

'sackcloth' (later used in the sense of 'lattice-

work, trellis'), fr. OF., prop, an adjective mean-

ing 'triple-twilled', fr. "VL. *trilicius, fr. L. trilix,

gen. trilicis, fr. tri- and llcium, 'thrum', which is

rel. to obliquus, 'slanting, sidelong' ; see oblique.

F. treiltis, 'lattice work, trellis', is a blend of OF.

treliz and F. treille, 'vine trellis' (see treillage).

Derivatives : trellis, tr. v., trellis-ed, adj.

Trema, n., a genus of plants of the elm family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xp^jixa, 'hole', fr. I.-E.

*tr-, zero degree of base *ter-, 'to rub, rub by

turning, turn, twist', to bore, pierce'. See throw

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also the

first element in Trematoda and the second ele-

ment in helicotrema.

Tremandra, n., a genus of Australian plants (bot.)

— A ModL. hybrid coined fr. L. tremere, 'to

tremble', and Gk. ocjijp, gen. dvSp6i;, 'man'

(here used in the sense of 'anther'); so called

with reference to the tremulous anthers. For the

first element see tremble, for the second see

andro-.

Tremandraceae, n. pi., a family of Australian

plants (bot.) — Formed from prec. word with

suff. -aceae.

tremandraceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

Trematoda, n. pi., a class of flatworms {zool.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. TpY;[iaT&)8Y]g, 'having holes',

which is compounded of TpYJfxa, gen. TpYjixaToi;,

'hole', and -tiSv]!;, 'like'. See Trema and -ode,

'like'.

tremble, intr. v. — F. trembler, fr. VL. tremuldre,

(whence also It. tremolare; Sp. temblor), fr. L.

tremulus, 'quivering, trembling, tremulous', fr.

tremere, 'to shiver, quiver, tremble', fr. l.-E.

base *terem-, *trem-, 'to tremble', whence also

Gk. xps^Etv, 'to shiver, tremble', Tpojio;, 'a

trembling', Lith. trimii, trimti, Lett, tremju,

tremt, 'to chase away', OSlav. tr^sQ, tr^sti, 'to

shake'. Alb. Gheg trem, Tosk tremp, 'I frighten,

terrify', Goth, pramstei, 'grasshopper', Toch. A
tram-, 'to tremble', B. trem, tremem, 'a trem-

bling', and prob. also Gk. Tap(iutJCEiv, 'to

frighten, terrify'. Cp. tremendous, tremolant,

tremolo, Tremandra, Tremella, tremulous, tro-

mometer. Cp. also terrible and words there re-

ferred to. Base *trem- is collateral with base

*tre-p-, for which see trepidation.

Derivatives: trembl-er, n., trembl-ing, n. and

adj., trembl-ing-ly, adv.

Tremella, n., a genus of fungi (hot.) — ModL.,

fr. tremere, 'to tremble'. See tremble and -ella.

tremendous, adj.— L. tremendus, 'causing shiver-

ing, fearful', lit. 'that ought to be feared', ge-

rundive of tremere, 'to shiver, tremble'. See

tremble. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous. For the use of Latin gerundives and their

derivatives in English cp. agenda and words

there referred to.

Derivatives: tremendous-ly, adv., tremendous-

ness, n.

tremolant, adj., having a tremolo note (said of

musical instruments). — It. tremolante, pres.

part, of tremolare, 'to tremble', fr. VL. tremu-

ldre. See tremble and -ant.

tremolite, n., a mineral of the amphibole group.

— F. trdmolite, named after the Tremola valley

in Switzerland. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

tremolo, n., tremulous effect (music). — It., fr. L.

tremulus. See tremulous.

tremor, n., a quivering, trembling. — L. from

the stem oC tremere. See tremble and cp. temblor.

tremulous, adj. •— L. tremulus, 'shaking, quiver-

ing', fr. tremere; see tremble. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: tremidous-ly, adv., tremulous-ness,

n.

trench, tr. and intr. v., to cut. — MF. trenchier

(F. Irancher) 'to cut', fr. L. truncdre, 'to cut off

(whence also It. troncare). See truncate and cp.

trinket. In some senses the verb trench derives

fr. trench, n.

trench, n., a ditch. — ME. trenche, fr. MF.,

trenche (F. tranche), fr. trenchier. See trench, v.,

and cp. entrench.



trenchant

trenchant, adj., 1) cutting, sharp; 2) vigorous. —
ME. trenchaunt, fr. MF. trenchant, pres. part, of

trenchier. See trench, v., and -ant.

Derivative: trenchant-ly, adv.

trencher, n., one wlio trenches. — Formed fr.

trench, v., with agential suff. -er.

trencher, n., a platter; food on a platter. — ME.,

fr. MF. trencheoir (whence F. tranchoir), fr.

trenchier. See trench, v.

trend, intr. v. — ME. trenden, 'to roll', fr. OE.
trendan, rel. to OE. trendel, tryndel, 'circle,

ring, wheel', MHG., G. trendel, 'ball, top',

MHO., G. trendeln, 'to roll', OE. trinde, 'a round

lump', OFris. trind, trund, MLG. trunt, 'round'.

Cp. trendle, trindle, trundle.

Derivative: trend, n.

trendle, n., a circle, a ring; a wheel (obsol.) —
ME. trindet, fr. OE. trendel, tryndel, which is rel.

to MLG. trendel, trindel, 'ball, circle', MHG.
trendeln, 'to turn, rotate', trendel, 'top', and to

OE. trendan, 'to roll'. See trend and cp. trindle,

trundle.

trental, n., a series of 30 masses for the dead. —
ML. trentale, fr. VL. *trenta (whence also It.

trenta, F. trente, 'thirty'), fr. L. trigintd, 'thirty',

which is formed fr. tres, tria, 'three', with

-gintd, a suff. denoting tens. This suff. is cogn.

with Gk. -Jtovxa in Tpta-xovxa, 'thirty', xsa-

aapa-xovTx, 'forty', etc. See three and pcnte-

conta- and cp. trigintal.

trepan, n., a saw for perforating the skull {surg.)

— ME. Irepane, fr. ML. trepanum (whence also

F. trepan), fr. Gk. xpuiravov, 'borer', fr. xpiiTcav,

'to bore", fr. ~p\ir;T,, 'hole', which is cogn. with

OSlav. truplu, 'hollow', Lith. trupii, trupeti, 'to

crumble to pieces', trupiis, 'crumbly', fr. I.-E.

*treu-p-, enlargement of bgpe *tereu-, *treu-,

*ter-, to rub, bore'. See throw and cp. trephine,

Trypetidae and the first element in Trypanosoma.

trepan, tr. v., to perforate with a trepan (surg.) —
F. trepaner, fr. trepan. See prec. word.

trepang, n., sea cucumber. — Malay tripang.

trephine, n., an improved form of the trepan. —
Coined by the English surgeon John Woodall

(cca. 1556-1643) fr. L. tres fines, 'three ends'

(see three and finis); so called by him with

reference to its shape. The spelling trephine (in-

stead of trefine) shows the influence of trepan.

Derivatives : trephine, intr. and tr. v., trephin-er, n.

trepid, adj., trembling. — L. trepidus. See next

word and cp. intrepid.

trepidation, n., alarm. — L. trepiddtid, gen. -onis,

'state of alarm, agitation, consternation', fr.

trepidat-(um), pp. stem of trepiddre, 'to bustle

about anxiously", fr. trepidus, 'agitated, alarmed,

restless, anxious, solicitous' (see.trepid), which

stands for *trepodos, and is cogn. with OI. trprdfi,

trpdlah, 'hasty', Gk. TpaTierv, 'to tread (grapes)',

OPruss. trapt, "to tread', Lith. trepseti, 'to stamp

with one's feet', OSlav. trepetati,'to tremble'. A\[

these words derive fr. L-E. *tre-p-, 'to shake,

tremble'. See tremble and -ation.

Treponema, n., a genus of spirochetes (bacteriol.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. Tp^Trsiv, 'to

turn', and v^jxa, 'thread'. The first element

stands in gradational relationship to xpoTtoc;, 'a

turn'; see trope. For the second element see

nemato-.

Treron, n., a genus of fruit pigeons (ornithol.) —

•

ModL., fr. Gk. xprjpoiv, 'timid, shy; dove,

pigeon', prop, 'the timid bird', fr. xpseiv, 'to

fear, dread, flee away', which stands for *xp^(j£iv

and is cogn. with OL trdsati, 'trembles', trastdfi,

'trembling', Avestic t^r^saiti, 'fears, is afraid of,

L. terreo (for *terseyd), 'I frighten'. See terrible

and cp. words there referred to.

tres, adv., very, used in musical directions. — F.,

fr. OF. tres, fr. L. trans, 'beyond'. Cp. Olt. and

It. tra- in compounds like trafreddo (= F. tres

froid), 'very cold', and see trans-. Cp. also the

first element in trespass,

-tresia, combining form meaning 'perforation'

{surg.) — ModL. -tresia, fr. Gk. xprjaii;, 'per-

foration', which is rel. to xp^pia, 'hole'. See

Trema.

tresillo, n., a Spanish card game, ombre. — Sp.,

prop, 'a game played by three', fr. tres, 'three',

fr. L. tres. See three.

trespass, intr. v., 1) to transgress, sin; 2) to go

unlawfully on the landof an other ; 3) to encroach

upon. — ME. trespassen, fr. OF. trespasser,

'to go across or beyond' (F. trepasser, 'to die'),

fr. ML. trdnspassdre, 'to pass beyond' (whence

also Sp. traspasar. It. trapassare), fr. L. trans

(whence OF. tres), 'across', and passdre, 'to

pass'. See trans- and pass, v.

trespass, n. — ME. trespas, fr. OF. trespas, 'a

going across or beyond, trespass' (F. trepas,

'death'), fr. trespasser. See trespass, v.

Derivatives: trespasser (q.v.), trespass-ory, adj.

trespasser, n. — ME. trespassour, fr. MF. tres-

passeor, fr. trespasser, 'to go across or beyond',

trespass", fr. OF. See trespass, v., and agential

suff. -er.

tress, n., orig. a braid of hair; now a lock of hair.

— ME. Iresse, fr. F. tresse, fr. OF. trece, tresse,

which is of unknown origin.

Derivatives: tress, tr. v., tress-ed, adj., tressure

(q.v.), tress,-y, adj.

tressilate, intr. v., to quake, tremble. — Formed

with verbal suff. -ate fr. F. tressaillir, 'to quake,

tremble', lit, 'to give a start', fr. tres-, 'beyond'

(see tres), and saillir, 'to gush out, spurt out',

used in its orig. sense 'to leap, jump", fr. L.

sallre. See salient.

Derivative: tressilat-ion, n.

tressure, n., a bearing around the edge of a coat

of arms (her.) — ME. tressour, fr. treceor, OF.

tresseur, fr. trece, tresse. See tress and -ure.

trestle, n., 1) a supporting frame; 2) a supporting

framework. — ME. trestel, fr. MF. trestel (F.

treteau), fr. OF., fr. VL. *trd(n)stellum, fr. Late

L. trd(n)stillum, dimin. of trd(n)strum, 'cross-

beam'. See transom.

1647 tribrach

tret, n., allowance on goods for waste. — MF.
(= F.) trait, 'arrow, dart; turn of the scale', lit.

'a drawing, a stroke', fr. OF. trait, pp. of traire,

'to pull, draw', fr. L. trahere. See tract, 'region',

and cp. trait, which is prop, a doublet of tret.

In ModF. traire means 'to milk', lit. 'to draw

(scil. milk)'.

trews, n. pi., trousers made of tartan (Scot.) —
Fr. trouse, which was mistaken for a plural. For

similar back formations from a singular mis-

taken for a plural cp. pea and words there re-

ferred to.

trey, n., three, at cards or dice. — ME. treye,

treis, fr. OF. trei (nom.), treis (oblique case,

whence F. trois, for both cases), fr. L. tres. See

three.

tri-, combining form meaning 'three, thrice,

threefold'. — L. tri- or Gk. xpi-, rel. to L. tres,

neut. tria, resp. to Gk. xpsTc, neut. xpia. See

three and cp. ter-.

triable, adj. — Formed from the verb try with

suff. -able.

triacid, adj., an acid having three hydoroxyl radi-

cals (chem.) — Compounded of tri- and acid.

triad, n., a group of three persons or things. —
L. trias, gen. -adis, fr. Gk. 'fii-Q, gen. -aSo?,

'the number three, a triad', formed fr. xpcii;,

neut. xpia, 'three'. See tri- and cp. Trias.

Derivatives : triad-ic, triad-ic-al, adjs., triad-ism,

n., triad-ist, n.

triage, n., the act of sorting or selecting. — P., fr.

trier, 'to choose, sort, select'. See try and -age.

triakis-, combining form meaning 'three times'.

— Fr. Gk. xpiaxit;, 'three times', formed fr.

xpi- (see tri-) and ixi?, 'needle, point', which is

rel. to axT), 'point', fr. I.-E. base *alc-, 'sharp',

whence also ci.v.]xi\, 'edge', azpoi;, 'pointed', L.

acus, 'needle', acuere, 'to sharpen', deer, 'sharp'.

See acrid and cp. tetrakis- and the second ele-

ment in Thrinax.

triakisoctahedron, n., a polyhedron of 24 con-

gruent triangular faces (geom^ — ModL.,

compounded of triakis- and octahedron.

trial, n. — AF., formed with subst. suff. -al fr.

AF. (= F.) trier, 'to choose, sort, select'. See try.

trialogue, n., a colloquy between three persons.

— Erroneously formed fr. tri- on the analogy of

dialogue, in which di- was mistaken for di-, pref.

meaning 'two'.

triangle, n. — ME., fr. L. triangulum, prop. neut.

of the adj. triangulus, 'having three corners or

angles'. See tri- and angle, 'corner'.

triangular, adj. — L. triangularis, 'pertaining to

a triangle, triangular', fr. triangulum; see prec.

word and adj. suff. -ar and cp. angular. The
form triangularis occurs in Classical L. only once

(in Martial, cap. 6, 579), the regular form of the

adjective being triangulus.

Derivatives : triangular-ity, n., triangular-ly, adv.

triangulate, tr. v. and adj. — ML. trianguldtus, fr.

L. triangulum, 'triangle'. See triangle and verbal,

resp. adj. suff. -ate and cp. angulate.

triangulation, n. — ML. trianguldtio, gen. -onis,

fr. trianguldtus. See prec. word and -ion.

triarch, n., the ruler of one of three divisions of a

country.— Formed fr. tri- and -arch on analogy

of tetrarch.

triarchy, n., government by three persons. — Gk.

xpiapxtS, fr. xpi- (see tri-) and -ap/ia, fr.

apxo;, 'leader, chief, ruler'. See -archy and cp.

diarchy, tetrarchy, heptarchy.

triarii, n. pi., Roman soldiers of the third rank

(Roman antig.) — L. triarii, formed fr. tres,

neut. tria, 'three' with suff. -drii (sing, -drius).

See tri- and 1st -ary.

Trias, n., the period preceding the Jurassic (geol.)

— G. Trias, fr. Tpi&c,, 'the number three' (see

triad); so called by the Germans from their

threefold division of this period.

Triassic, adj., pertaining to the Trias. — Coined

by the German geologist Friedrich August von

Alberti (1795-1878) in 1841 fr. Trias and suff.

-ic.

Derivative: Triassic, n.

tribalism, n., tribal organization. — See tribe,

adj. suff. -al, and suff. -ism.

tribasic, adj., having three hydrogen atoms in the

molecule (chem.)— Formed fr. tri- and basic.

tribe, n. — ME. tribu, fr. OE. tribu, fr. L. tribus,

'tribe", prob. meaning orig. 'the third part of

the Roman people', rel. to Umbr. trifu, fr. Ital-

ic *tribhu-, 'a third', which is compounded of

*tri-, 'three' (see tri-), and I.-E. *bhu-, *bheu-,\o

be', whence also L.futHrus, 'about to be, future',

OE. beon, 'to be'; OBret. treb, 'subdivision of

the people', and Ir. treb, 'tribe', are prob. Latin

loan words. See be, future, and cp. tribunal, tri-

bune, tribute.

Derivatives: trib-'^l, adj., tribalism (q.v.), trib-al-

ly, adv.,- tribe-less, adj.

tribo-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

friction'. — Gk. xpigo-, fr. xptpetv, 'to rub",

fr. base *terf-, *tri-, 'to rub', which appears also

in L. tri-vi, perfect of terere, 'to rub', enlarge-

ment of base *ler-, *tr-, 'to rub. turn, twist',

whence Gk. xsipEiv (for *xept£iv), 'to rub', L.

terere, 'to rub, pierce', OE. prdwan, 'to twist,

revolve'. See throw and cp. tribulation, trite,

triturate, detriment, diatribe, Tripsacum, tripsis.

Tribolium, n., a genus of beetles (entomol.) —
ModL., fr. Gk. xpiSoXo;, 'three-pointed', fr.

xpi- (see tri-) and the stem of ^riXr), poXoc, 'a

throw', which stand in gradational relationship

to ^aU.Eiv, 'to throw'. See ballistic and cp.

Tribulus.

tribometer, n., an instrument for measuring fric-

tion.— Compounded of tribo- and Gk. jxexpov,

'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Triltonema, n., a genus of algae (bot.) — ModL.,
compounded of Gk. xpipo?, 'track, path, rub-

bing', and v^na, 'thread'. The first element is

rel. to xpf^eiv, 'to rub'; see tribo-. For the

second element see nemato-.

trilH-ach, n., a foot of three short syllables (pros-



tribromo-

ody). — Gk. TpiPpaxu?, 'consisting of three

shorts', fr. -rpt- (see tri-) and Ppax"?. 'short'.

See brachy-.

Derivative: thbrach-ic, adj.

tribromo-, before a vowel tribrom-, combining

form denoting the presence of three bromine

atoms in a molecule (chem.) — Coined fr. tri-

and bromo-.

tribual, adj., tribal. — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. L. tribus, 'tribe.' See tribe.

Derivative: trlbual-ly, adv.

tribulation, n., distress, affliction.— ME. trlbu-

lacioun, fr. OF. tribulacion (F. tribulation), fr.

Late L. trlbuldtionem, ace. of tribuldtio, 'afflic-

tion', fr. L. tribuldtus, pp. of tribuldre, 'to press',

in Late L. 'to afflict', fr. L. tribulum, 'a threshing

sledge', which is cogn. with Gk. rpXPsiv, 'to

rub'. See tribo- and -ation and words there re-

ferred to.

Tribulus, n., a genus of plants of the bean-caper

family (hot.) — L., 'caltrop', fr. Gk. rpE^oXoc,

of s.m., lit. 'anything three-pointed'. See Tri-

boUum.

tribunal, n., 1) court of justice; 2) place of judg-

ment. — L. tribunal (tribundle), 'a raised plat-

form where the magistrates sat; judgment seat',

orig. 'the seat of the tribunes', prop, subst. use

of the neut. of the adj. tribundlis, 'belonging to

the tribunes', fr. tribunus. See tribune in both

senses and adj. suff. -al.

tribunate, n., office of a tribune.— F. tribunat, fr.

h.tribUndtus.ft. /nii«««J. See tribune, 'an officer',

and subst. suff. -ate.

tribune, n., an officer (Roman hist.) — ME., fr. L.

tribunus (whence also F. tribun), orig. 'chief of a

tribe', formed fr. tribus, 'tribe', with -na-s (for

l.-E. *no-), a suff. denoting ownership or rela-

tion. See tribe and cp. next word. For the suff.

cp. dominus.

tribune, n., a raised platform. — F. tribune, fr. It.

tribuna, fr. L. tribunal. See tribunal,

tribunicial, less correctly tribunitial, adj., per-

taining to a tribune. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. iribUnicius (in Late L. spelled tribUni-

tius), fr. tribunus. See tribune, 'an officer'.

tributary, adj., 1) paying tribute; 2) contributory;

n., 1) one paying tribute; 2) a stream flowing

into another.— ME. tributane, fr. L. tribUtdrius,

'paying tribute', formed with suff. -drius fr. tri-

butum. See tribute and adj. suff. -ary.

tribute, n. — ME. tribut, fr. L. tribUtum, 'stated

payment, contribution', prop, subst. use of the

neut. pp. of tribuere, 'to assign, allot, bestow,

give, grant', denominated fr. tribus, 'tribe', used

in the sense of 'division, part', orig. 'division

into three'. See tribe and cp. prec. word. Cp.

also attribute, contribute, distribute, retribution,

trica, n., in lichens, an apothecium with a spher-

ical surface (bot.)— ModL., fr. L. tricae, 'trifles,

stuff, perplexities, wiles, tricks', prob. orig.

meaning 'twisted ways', and derived fr. I.-E.

base *treik-, 'to turn, twist', which is rel. to base
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*tereq-, whence torquere, 'to turn, twist'. See

torque and cp. extricate, intricate, inextricable.

tricar, n., a motor car with three wheels.— Form-

ed fr. tri- and car.

trice, tr. v., to pull, to haul up. — ME. tricen,

trisen, fr. MDu. trisen, treisen (Du. trijsen), 'to

hoist', fr. frwe,.:windlass, pulley' (Du. trijs, 'race,

rope'). Cp. MLG. trlssen, 'to hoist', fr. MLG.
trlsse, 'pulley, rope'.

trice, n., an instant. — Lit. 'one pull', fr. prec.

word.

triceps, n., the great extensor muscle (anat.)— L.,

'having three heads', formed fr. tri- and caput,

'head'; see capital, adj., and cp. biceps, quadri-

ceps. For the change of Latin a (in caput) to e

in tri-ceps see accent and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Triceratops, n., a genus of dinosaurs (paleontol.)

— ModL., compounded of Gk. TpiJc^pSTo;,

'three-horned', and &<]>, 'eye, face, countedance'.

The first element is formed fr. xpi- (see tri-) and

jtepa?, gen. xlpaxoi;, 'horn'; see cerate-. For

the second element see -ops.

tricerion, n., a three-branched candlestick used

by the bishop of the Eastern Church in blessing.

— Eccles. L., fr. Eccles. Gk. xpLXYjotov, which

is compounded of xpi- (see tri-) and >ty]p6c,

'wax'. See cere.

trich-, form of tricho- before a vowel.

trichiasis, n., a condition consisting in the turn-

ing inward of the eyelashes and causing irrita-

tion {med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. rpixtaai?,

which is formed fr. dpt?, gen. xpix^?, 'hair',

with suff. -icnaiq. See tricho- and -iasis.

trichina, n., a parasitic worm. — ModL., fr. Gk.

Tptxiv6;, 'hairy', fr. &piS. gen. xpixoq, 'hair'.

See tricho- and cp. prec. word.

trichinosis, n., a diseased condition caused by

trichinae (med.) — Medical L., coined by Bern-

hard Rupprecht (1815-77) in 1866 fr. trichina

and suff. -osis.

tricho-, before a vowel trich-, combining form

meaning 'hair'. — Gk. xpixo-, xpiX", stem of

•&pi5, gen. xpixo?, 'hair'. Cp. the second ele-

ment in Ir. gairb-driuch, 'brush', and see Peder-

sen, Vergleichende Grammatik der keltischen

Sprachen, I, p. 100.

Trichodesmium, n., a genus of algae {bot.) —
ModL., compounded of tricho- and Gk. Se-

ojjtoi;, 'band'. See desmo- and 1st -ium.

Tricholoma, n., a genus of agarics (bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Gk. »pi^, gen. xpix-ie, 'hair',

and Xcipia, 'border'. See tricho- and loma.

trichoma, trichome, n., any outgrowth from the

epidermis. — Gk. xpix^na, 'growth of hair',

formed fr. &pt5, gen. xpixo?, 'hair', with suff.

-co|xa. See tricho- and -oma.

Trichomanes, n., a genus of plants, the filmy fern

(jjot.) — ModL., fr. L., a kind of fern, fr. Gk.

xpixofiavi?, which is compounded of &pt5. gen.

xptx^S, 'hair' and the stem of (iatveo^ai, 'to

rave'. See tricho- and mania.
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Trichophyton, n., a genus offungi (6o/.)— ModL.,
compounded of tricho- and Gk. ipuxov, 'plant'.

See phyto-.

trichord, adj., a three-stringed musical instru-

ment. — Gk. xptxopSoi;, 'three-stringed', com-

pounded of xpt,- (see tri-) and xop^ifli 'chord,

string'. See chord.

trichosis, n., disease of the hair (med.) — ModL.,

formed with suff. -osis fr. Gk. ^pi?, gen. xpixo?,

'hair'. See tricho-.

Trichosporum, n., a genus of plants, the blush-

wort (bot.) — ModL., compounded of trieho-

and Gk. CTropa, 'seed' (see spore); so called in

allusion to the hairy seeds.

Trichostema, n., a genus of plants, the blue curls

(bot.)— ModL., compounded oftricho- and Gk.

CTxrJtji.a, 'stamen', which is cogn. with L. stamen,

'warp in the upright loom'. See stamen.

trichotomous, adj., divided into three parts. —
Compounded of Gk. xpixot, 'threefold', and

-to(jIo?, 'cut, divided' (cp. Gk. xpixoxojietv, 'to

trisect'). Gk. rpiyx is formed fr. xpeti;, neut.

xpta, 'three', with suff. -/a ; cp. 8iya, 'twofold',

which stands for St-x^t (fr- Sl-, 'twice, double'),

and see tri-, three, Gk. -xo[ji.o(; is rel. to x6|xo(;,

'a cut, a piece cut off, section', 'cutting'; see

tome. For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -oq, see

suff. -ous.

trichotomy, n., division into three parts. — See

prec. word and -y (representing Gk. -la).

-trichous, combining form meaning '-haired'. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. Gk. ^pii,, gen. xptx^;,

'hair'. See tricho-.

trichomatic, adj., three-colored. — Compounded
of tri- and chromatic.

Trichuris, n., a genus of intestinal roundworms

(zool.) — ModL., formed fr. Gk. -i^pt^, gen.

xpi/o?, 'hair' and oups, 'tail'. See tricho- and

uro-, 'tail-'.

trick, n. — ME. trik, fr. Picard trique (F. triche),

rel. to trikier, 'to cheat', which corresponds to

OF. trechier, F. tricher, of s.m.; of uncertain

origin. G. Trick is an English loan word. Cp.

next word.

Derivatives: trick, tr. and intr. v., trick-ery, n.,

trick-ing, verbal n., trick-ing-ly, adv., trick-ish,

adj., trick-ish-ly, adv., trick-ish-ness, n., trick-

-y, adj., trick-i-ly, adv., trick-i-ness, n.

tricldc, intr. and tr. v.— ME. triklen, prob. aphet-

ic for striklen, freq. of striken, 'to strike, pro-

ceed, flow', fr. OE. strican, 'to go, proceed'; see

strilte and freq. suff. -le. The loss of the initial i-

is prob. due to the -5 in tears (pi. of the noun
tear), which frequently precedes this verb.

Derivatives: trickle, n., trickl-ing, adj., trick-

ting-ly, adv., trickl-y, adj.

trickster, n. — Formed fr. trick with suff. -ster.

tricksy, adj. — Formed fr. tricks, pi. of trick,

with adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: tricksi-ly, adv., tricksl-ness, n.

Tricladlda, n. pi., an order of worms (zool.) —
ModL., lit. 'having three branches', fr. tri-, Gk.

xXaSo?, 'branch' (see clado-), and suff. -ida; so

called from the threefold division of their in-

testines.

triclinic, adj., having three axes interesecting at

obUque angles (crystallogr.)— Compounded of

tri- and Gk. xXIvsiv, 'to bend'. See clinical.

triclinium, n., a couch extending round three sides

of a table for reclining on at meals ; a room con-

taining such a couch; a dining room. — L. tri-

clinium, formed on the analogy of Latin words

hke bi-sellium, 'a seat for two persons', fr. Gk.

xpiJcXfviov, dimin. of xpixXivo? (scil. olxo?),

'a dining room with three couches', from the

adj. xpUXivo;, 'with three couches', which is

formed fr. xpi- (see tri-) and xXlvr], 'couch,

bed'. See clinical and cp. prec. word. Cp. also

treillage.

tricolor, tricolour, n., a national flag composed of

three colors. — F. tricolore, fr. earlier drapeau

tricolore, 'a flag of three colors', fr. Late L. tri-

color, 'three-colored', fr. tri- and L. color, 'color'.

See color, n.

tricolored, adj., having three colors. •— See prec.

word and -ed.

tricot, n., 1) a knitted fabric; 2) a kind of woolen

cloth. — F. tricot, 'knitting; (knitted) jersey',

back formation fr. tricoter, 'to knit', which is of

uncertain origin.

tricrotism, n., arterial pulse with a triple beat

(physiol.) — Compounded of tri- and Gk. xpo-

TEtv, 'to cause to rattle; to knock, beat, strike,

clap', fr. xp6xoc, 'the sound of rattling, knock-

ing, beating or clapping', whence also xpoxa-

Xov, 'rattle'. See Crotalus and -ism.

tricuspid, adj., having three cusps or points. — L.

tricuspis, gen. -idis, 'having three points', fr. tri-

and cuspis, 'point'. See cusp and cp. bicuspid.

Derivatives: tricuspid, n., tricuspid-al, tricuspid-

ate, adjs.

tricycle, n. — Compounded of tri- and cycle.

Derivatives: tricycle, intr. v., tricycl-isl, n.

Tricyrtis, n., a genus of plants of the family Me-

lanthaceae (bot.) — ModL., compounded of

tri- and Gk. xupx6i;, 'bulging, swelling, convex',

which is cogn. with L. cortina, 'a round vessel',

curvus, 'bent, curved', fr. l.-E. base *(s)qer-, 'to

turn, twist'. See curve and cp. cyrto-.

Tridacna, n., a genus of marine bivalves (zool.)—
L., pi., 'a kind of oysters", fr. Gk. xpiSaxvo?,

'eaten at three bites', fr. xpi- (see tri-) and

Saxveiv, 'to bite'. See tongs and cp. words there

referred to.

tridactyl, adj., having three fingers or toes.— Gk.

xptSaxxuXo;, fr. xpt- (see tri-) and Saxx'j/.o;,

'finger'. See dactyl.

trident, n., a three-pronged spear. — L. tridens,

gen. -entis, fr. tri- and dens, gen. dentis, 'tooth'.

See denti-.

tridentate, adj., having three prongs or points. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. tridens, see prec.

word.

Tridentine, adj., pertaining to Trent, or the Coun-



tridymite

cil of Trent (1545-63). — ML. Tridentinus, fr.

Tridentum, 'Trent'.

tridymite, n., a mineral consisting, like quartz, of

silica, but differing from it in form. — G. Tri-

dymit, fr. Gk. TpiSujio?, 'threefold', which was

formed fr. Tpi- (see tri-) on analogy of SiSujjloi;,

'twin'. See deoymium. G. -it goes back to Gk.

-Tty]?; see subst. suff. -ite.

tried, adj. — Prop. pp. of try.

triennial, adj., occurring every three years. —
Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. triennium, 'space

of three years', fr. tri- and annus, 'year'. See an-

nual and cp. words there referred to. For the

change of Latin a (in annus) to e (in tri-enniurh)

see accent and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: triennial, n., triennial-ity, n.

triens, n., name of a gold and a bronze coin in

ancient Rome. — L. triens, prop, 'the third part

(of an as)', fr. tres, neut. tria, 'three'. See three.

triental, adj., pertaining to a third part.— L. trien-

tdlis, 'that which contains the third part of a

foot', fr. triens, gen. -entis, 'the third part of

anything; the third part of a foot'. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -al and cp. next word.

Trientalis, n., a genus of plants, the chickweed

wintergreen (6of.)— ModL., fr. L. trientalis (see

prec. word); so called in allusion to the height

of the plant.

trier, n. — Formed from the verb try with agen-

tial suff. -er.

trierarch, n., commander of a trireme. — L. trie-

rarchus, fr. Gk. Tpirjpapxoi;, which is com-

pounded of Tpir]p?;i; (scil. vaOg), 'a trireme',

and apxoi;, 'chief, leader'. Gk. TptTjpy)? (whence

F. triere, 'trireme') lit. means 'having three banks

of oars', fr. Tpi- (see tri-) and I.-E. *ere-, 'to

row', whence also Gk. ^pexyj;, 'rower', kpi<y-

OELV, Att. SpETTEtV, 'tO TOw', UTOgpETYj;, 'roW-

er of a lower rank, servant, attendant', OI.

aritrah, 'rudder', aritar-, 'rower', L. remus (for

*re-smos), 'rudder'. See bireme and cp. words

there referred to. For the etymology of Gk.

tipxo? see -arch.

trierarchy, n., office of a trierarch. — Gk. Tpi-

YjpapxiS, fr. Tpirjpotpxo?. See prec. word and -y

(representing Gk. -tS).

trieteric, adj., recurring every third year (reck-

oning inclusively) ; i.e. recurring every two years.

— L. trietericus, fr. Gk. TptETTjpixo;, fr. -rpiE-

n]pi; (scil. eop-rr]), 'the triennial festival', fr.

TpieTT)5, 'of three years', formed fr. rpt- (see

tri-) and ^to;, 'year', which stands for*f4To?

and is cogn. with L. vetus, 'old'. See veteran and

cp. etesian. For the ending see adj. suff. -ic.

trifarious, adj., threefold; arranged in three rows

{bot.) — L. trifarius, 'of three ways, threefold,

triple', fr. trifdriam, 'in three places', prob. orig.

meaning 'that which can be expressed in three

ways', compounded of tri- and fas in the sense

of 'utterance, expression, manifestation', which

is rel. Xofarl, 'to speak, say'. See fame, and cp.

fasti, fate. Cp. also bifarious and words there re-

ferred to. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

trifid, adj., divided into three lobes. — L. trifidus,

'cleft in three parts', compounded of tri- and^V/-,

stem oifindere, 'to split, cleave'. See fissile and

cp. words there referred to.

trifle, n. — ME. trifle, trufle, fr. OF. trufe, trufle,

'mockery, trickery', which is prob. identical

derivatively with trufi9e.

trifle, intr. and tr. v. — ME. trifelen, truflen, fr.

OF. trufer, trufter, 'to mock, rail', fr. trufe,

trufle. See trifle, n.

Derivatives: trifl-er, n., trifl-ing, adj., trifl-ing-ly,

adv., trifl-ing-ness, n.

trifoliate, adj., having three leaves (bot.)— Form-

ed fr. tri- and foliate. Cp. next word.

TrifoUum, n., a genus of plants, the clover (bot.)

— L. trifolium, 'trefoil', lit. 'three-leaved (plant)',

formed on analogy of Gk. Tpi9uXXov, 'trefoil',

fr. tri- andfolium, 'leaf. See folio and cp. trefoil,

triforium, n., a gallery between the vaulting and

the roof of the aisle of a church. — ML., fr. tri-

and L. foris, 'door', which is cogn. with Goth.

daiir, 'gate', OE. dor, 'door' (see door); so called

because it often has three openings to each bay.

triform, adj., having a triple character. — L. tri-

formis, 'having three forms', formed fr. tri- and

forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

triformity, n. — ML. triformitds, formed with

suff. -ity fr. L. triformis. See prec. word.

trifurcate, adj., having three branches; intr. v., to

branch out into three. — Formed with suff. -ate

fr. L. trifurcus, 'having three forks or points', fr.

tri- sad furea, 'fork'. See fork.

Derivatives: trifurcat-ed, adj., trifurcat-ion, n.

trig, adj., smart, trim. — ME., fr. ON. tryggr,

'firm, trusty, true'. See true,

trig, tr. v., to stop (wheels, etc.), to check. —
Prob. orig. meaning 'to make firm or solid', and

rel. to ON. tryggja, 'to make firm', fr. tryggr.

See prec. word.

Derivative: trig, n., a wedge or block used to

stop a wheel, etc.

trigamist, n. — Formed fr. trigamy with suff. -ist.

trigamous, adj. — Late L. trigamus, fr. Gk.

Tplyajio;, 'thrice married'. See next word. For

E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -o?, L. -us, see -ous.

trigamy, n., triple marriage. — Late L. trigamia,

fr. Eccles Gk. TpiyapLiS, fr. Gk. Tptyafjio?,

'thrice married', fr. tri- and yi.\i.oc„ 'marriage'.

See gamo- and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

trigeminous, adj., born three together; one of

three born at one birth. — L. trigeminus, 'three

born at one birth', fr. tri- and geminus, 'twin'.

See Gemini. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

trigger, n.— Orig. tricker, altered fr. Du. trekker,

fr. trekken, 'to pull'. See trekand agential suff.-er.

Derivatives: trigger, tr. and intr. v., trigger-ed,

adj., trigger-less, adj.

trigintai, n., a trental. — ML. trigintdle, fr. L. trl-

ginta, 'thirty'. See trental.

Triglochin, n., a genus of plants, the arrow grass

(6of.)— ModL., lit. 'three-pointed', compound-
ed of tri- and Gk. yXw/lQ, yXoxTv, 'point',

which is rel. to yXtoxe? (pi. of *YX(i5), 'beards

of corn', and cogn. with OSlav. glogH, 'thorn'

(see gloss, 'interpretation', and cp, next word).

The genus was so called in allusion to the three

points of the ripe fruit.

triglot, adj., containing or speaking three lan-

guages. — Formed fr. tri- and Gk. yXcoTxa, Att.

form of yXcoaCTa, 'tongue; language'. See gloss,

'interpretation', and cp. diglot, polyglot. Cp. also

prec. word.

triglyph, n., an ornament in the frieze of the Dor-
ic order. — L. triglyphus, fr. Gk. TpiyXutpoi;,

lit. 'thrice-carved', fr. Tpi- (see tri-) and
-ffcdtfzvj, 'to carve'. See glyph and cp. diglyph.

Derivatives: triglyph-ic, triglyph-ic-al, adjs.

trigo, n., wheat. — Sp., fr. L. trlticum, 'wheat'.

See Triticum.

trigon, n., a triangle. — L. trigonum, 'triangle',

fr. Gk. Tpiyovov, 'triangle', prop. neut. of xpi-

ycovo;, 'three-cornered, triangular', which is

compounded of -rpi- (see tri-) and ycovta,

'corner, angle'. See -gon.

Derivatives: trigotml (q.v.), trigon-ous, adj.

trigon-, form of trigono-, before a vowel.

trigonal, adj. — L. trigondlis, 'triangular', fr. tri-

gonum, See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

trigone, n., 1) a triangle; 2) the triangular area at

the base of the urinary bladder (anat.) — F., fr.

Gk. xptyovov, 'triangle'. See trigon.

trigonitis, n., inflammation of the trigone (med.)

— Medical L., formed fr. Gk. xpiycovov, 'trian-

gle' (see prec. word), with suff. -itis.

trigone-, before a vowel trigon-, combining form
meaning 'triangular'. — Gk. Tpiy&ivo-, xpt-

ytov-, fr. xptycovo?, 'triangular'. See trigon.

trigonometry, n., that branch of mathematics

which deals with the relations between the sides

and angles of triangles.— ModL. trigonometria,

lit. 'measurement of triangles', compounded of

Gk. xpCycovov, 'triangle', and -(iExpta, 'a meas-

uring of (see trigon and -metry); first used by

the mathematician Barthelemi Pitiscus (1561-

1613) in 1595.

Derivatives : trigonometric, trigonometr-ic-al,

adjs.

trigonous, adj., having three angles; triangular.

— L. trigonus, fr. Gk. xpiyMVo;, 'triangular'.

See trigon.

trigraph, n., three letters used to express a single

sound. — Compounded of tri- and Gk. -yp-

390;, fr. ypa9£iv, 'to write'. See -graph.

trilateral, adj., having three sides. — Compound-
ed fr. tri- and lateral.

trilby, n., a soft felt hat. — Named after Trilby,

the title and heroine of a novel by the English

artist and novelist George du Maurier (1834-

96), first published in 1894.

trilenuna, n., choice between three things. —
Formed on analogy of Gk. 8£X>)(A(/,a, 'dilemma'.

fr. tri- and Gk. Xvjixfxa, 'something received,

something taken for granted; assumption,

premise'. See lemma and cp. dilemma.

trilinear, adj., pertaining to, or enclosed by, three

lines. — Compounded of tri- and linear.

trilingual, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L.

trilinguis, 'having three tongues ; speaking three

languages', fr. tri- and L. lingua, 'language'. See

lingual.

Trilisa, n. , a genus of plants of the thistle family

(bot.) — ModL., an anagram of Liatris.

triliteral, adj., consisting of three consonants. —
Compounded of tri- and literal.

triliteralism, n. , linguistic law according to which

a root consists of three consonants (Semitic

philol.)— Formed fr. prec. word with suff. -ism.

trilith, trilithon, n., a prehistoric monument con-

sisting of two large stones (megaliths) support-

ing a third stone as a lintel. — Compounded of

tri- and Gk. Xii^o?, 'stone'. See btho-.

trill, intr. and tr. v., to vibrate, shake. — It. tril-

lare (whence also F. triller) of imitative origin

and meaning lit. 'to say trilr.

trill, n., vibration, shake. — It. trillo, fr. trillare.

See trill, n.

TrUlium, n., a genus of plants, the wake-robin

(bot.)— ModL., fr. L. tri-, 'three, threefold' (see

tri-); so called because the leaves are divided

into three parts.

trillion, n., 1) in the United States and France, a

million raised to the second power (i.e. 1 fol-

lowed by 12 zeros); 2) in Great Britain and

Germany, a million raised to the third power
(i.e. 1 followed by 18 zeros). — F., formed fr.

tri- on analogy of million (q.v.) Cp. billion and

words there referred to.

Derivatives: trillion-th, adj. and n.

trilobate, adj., having three lobes.— Compound-
ed of tri- and lobate.

Derivative: trilobat-ed, adj.

Trilobita, n. pi., a division of arthropods (pa-

leontol.) — ModL. See prec. word.

trilobite, n., any of a group of extinct marine

arachnids (paleontol.)— ModL. Trilobites, name
of a division of the Arthropoda, fr. Gk. xpi-

Xopo:;, 'having three lobes', fr. xpi- (see tri-) and
XO|36c;, 'lobe'. See lobe and subst. suff. -ite.

trilogy, n. — Gk. xptXoytS, fr. xpi- (see tri-) and
-Xoyia, fr. Xoyo?, 'word, speech, discourse, ac-,

count'. See -logy.

Derivatives: trilog-ic, trilog-ic-al, adjs., trilog-

ist, n.

trim, tr. and intr. v. — ME. trimen, fr. OE.
trymian, trymman, 'to make firm, strengthen, set

in order, array, prepare', fr. trum, 'firm, strong',

which is cogn. with OI. drumdh, 'tree', Homeric
Gk. Spufii (n. pi.), post-Homeric Sp'j(j.6i; (with

u after 8pi5?), 'copse, thicket', Russ. dromu,

'thicket, primeval forest', Gk. Spu;, 'tree, oak',

86pu, 'beam, spear', OE. treow, 'tree'. See tree

and words there referred to and cp. betrim and
the second element in shelter.



trimester

Derivatives: trim, n. and adj., trim-ly, adv.,

trim-ness, n., trimm-er, n., trimm-ing, n.

trimester, n., a period of three months. — F. tri-

mestre, fr. L. trime{n)stris, 'of three months',

which is compounded of tri- and mensis,

'month'. Cp. L. menstruus, 'pertaming to a

month, monthly', interme{n)stris, 'between two

months', and see moon. Cp. also menses, se-

mester.

Derivatives: trimestr-al, trimestr-ial, adjs.

trimeter, adj., consisting of three metrical feet ; n.,

a verse of three metrical feet {pros)— L. trime-

trus, fr. Gk. Tp[{j.£Tpo?, fr. Tpi- (see tri-) and

^erpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives : trimetr-ic, trimetr-ic-al, adjs.

trindle, n., a round object; a wheel {now dial.) —
ME. trindel, fr. OE. tryndel, trendel; a collateral

form of trendle (q.v.)

trine, adj., threefold. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) trin

(fem. trine), fr. OF., fr. L. trinus, 'threefold,

triple', from the pi. trini, 'three each', fr. "tris-ni

(OL. s generally disappeared before following m
and n; cp. OL. cosmis, L. comis, 'courteous, af-

fable', and L. primus, fr. *prls-mos, 'first'). See tri-.

Derivatives: trine, n., trin-al, adj., trin-al-ity, n.

tringle, n., 1) a curtain rod; 2) a narrow, square

molding. — F., alteration of MF. tingle (which

still occurs in Diderot's ;E«cyc/opM'e), fr. MDu.
(= Du.) tingel, tengel, lit. 'wedge, piece of

wood, lath'.

Trinitarian, adj. and n. — ModL. Trinitdrius, fr.

L. trinitas. See trinity and -arian.

trinitrotoluene, n., a high explosive, abbreviated

into TNT {che m.) — Coined fr. tri-, nitro- and

toluene,

trinity, n. — ME. trinite, fr. OF. trinite (F. trini-

te), fr. L. trinitatem, ace. of trinitas, fr. trinus,

'threefold'. See trine and -ity. Cp. It. trinita, Sp.

trinidad, which also derive fr. L. trinitatem.

trinlcet, n., 1) a small ornament; 2) a trifle. —
ME. trenket, 'a small, ornamental knife', fr.

ONE. trenquet (F. tranchet), fr. trancher, 'to

cut'. See trench, v.

Derivatives: trinket-ry, n., trinket-y, adj.

trinomial, adj., consisting of three terms {algebra).

— Formed fr. tri- and suff. -nomial, on analogy

of binomial (q.v.)

Derivatives: trinomial, n., trinomial-ity, n., tri-

nomial-ly, adv.

trinominal, adj., having three names. — Formed

fr. tri- and nominal,

trio, n.— It., formed fr. L. tres, neut. tria, 'three'

(see three), on analogy of It. duo, archaic form

of due, 'two' (see duo).

triolet, n., a poem of eight lines with the rhyme

scheme ahaaabab. — F., dimin, formed fr. It.

trio. See prec. word and -et.

trior, n. — A var. of trier,

triose, n., a simple sugar in which the molecule

contains three carbon atoms and three oxygen

atoms (chem.) — Coined fr. tri- and subst. suff.

-ose.

Triosteum, n., a genus of plants, the feverwort

{hot.) — ModL., abbreviation of Triosteospe-

rum, which is compounded of tri-, Gk. octe-

ov, oaTouv, 'bone' (see osteo-), and aTtsppta,

'seed' (see sperm); so called in allusion to the

three bony nutlets of tl^e fruit.

trip, intr. and tr. v. — ME. trippen, trepen, fr. OF.

triper, tripper, treper, 'to dance', which is of

Teut. origin. Cp. Fris. trip{pel)je, LG. trippen,

trippeln, MDu. trepelen, Du. trippelen, G. trip-

peln, 'to trip', and OE. treppan, 'to tread'. These

words stand in gradational relationship to MDu.
trappan, 'to tread under one's foot'. See trap,

'snare', and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: trip, n., tripp-er, n., tripp-ing, adj.

and n., tripp-ing-ly, adv., tripp-ing-ness, n.

tripara, n., a woman who has borne three children

{med.) — Medical L., fr. tri- and L. pario, pa-

rire, 'to bring forth, beget, bear'. See parent,

tripartite, adj., divided into three parts. — ME.,

fr. L. tripartitus, fr. tri- z.xi& partitas, pp. oipar-

tiri, 'to share, part, divide'. See partite and cp.

unipartite.

tripartition, n., division into three parts.— Form-

ed fr. tri- and partition. Cp. prec. word.

tripe, n., part of the stomach of a ruminant. —
F., fr. It. trippa, or Sp. tripa, ult. prob. fr. Arab.

tharb (VArab. pronunciation therh), 'fold of a

piece of cloth'.

tripedal, adj., having three feet. — L. tripeddlis,

fr. tri- and peddlis, 'of a foot', fr. pes, gen. pedis,

'foot'. See pedal,

triphane, n., spodumene (mineral.) — P., fr. Gk.

TpitpavT)?, 'appearing threefold', fr. Tpi- (see

tri-) and -(pavrjc, from the stem of 9aiv£a{>at,

'to appear', passive of ipatvetv, 'to show'. See

phantasm.

Triphasia, n., a genus of plants of the family Ru-

taceae {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Tpi<pdcaio;,

'threefold, triple' ; so called from the triple divi-

sion of corolla, calyx and leaves. Gk. Tpicpacsioi;

stands perh. for *Tpi- tpirio? and lit. means

'struck three times' (cp. in Hesychius SitpotTov,

'double', for *Si-(jiaTio£;, fr. St9aT0c, 'double'),

and is formed fr. xpi- (see tri-) and tpaToc,

'struck', pp. of -^EtvEiv, 'to strike", which stands

for *^gli"en-yein, fr. I.-E. *g"hen; 'to strike, kill',

whence also OI. hdnti, 'he strikes', L. de-fendere,

'to ward off, keep away, defend'. See defend and

cp. words there referred to.

triphibian, adj., triphibious.— See next word and

-ian.

triphibious, adj., suitable for war on land, at sea

and in the air. — Lit. 'living a triple life (i.e. in

three elements); coined by Sir Winston Church-

ill (1874-1965) on analogy of amphibious, mis-

divided into am-phibious. Since amphibious is

formed fr. Gk. aiicpt-gLo?, 'living a double life'

(see amphibious), the correct form would be iri-

bious.

triphthong, n., three vowel sounds pronounced in

one syllable. — Formed fr. tri- and Gk. tpSoy-

yog, 'sound, voice, vowel', on analogy of

diphthong (q.v.)

trip!-, form of triple- before a vowel.

triplane, n., an airplane with three supporting

planes. — Formed fr. tri- and plane, 'airplane'.

Triplaris, n., a genus of plants of the buckwheat

family (bot.) — ModL., fr. L. triplaris, 'three-

fold', fr. triplus. See triple and -ary (representing

L. -oris).

triple, adj., threefold. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr.

L. triplus, 'threefold, triple', formedfr. tres, neut.

tria, 'three', on analogy of duplus, 'double',

which derives fr. duo, 'two'. See three and double

and cp. treble. Cp. also triplet, triplex.

Derivatives: triple, n., tripl-et, n.

triple, tr. and intr. v., or become three times as

great; to make threefold; to multiply by three.

— ME. triplen, fr. Late L. tripldre, fr. L. triplus.

See triple, adj.

triplex, adj., triple.— L., 'threefold, triple', cogn.

with Gk. TpmXot^, of s.m. ; compounded of L.

tri- (resp. Gk. "p!.-) and suff". -plex (resp.

-TtXa^), '-fold'. See tri- and duplex.

Derivative: triplex, n.

triplicate, adj. — ME., fr. L. triplicatus, pp. of

triplicare, 'to treble, triple', fr. triplex, gen. -icis.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: triplicate, n.

triplicate, tr. v. — L. triplicatus, pp. of triplicare.

See prec. word.

triplication, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. Late

L. triplicdtionem, ace. of triplicdtio, fr. L. tripli-

catus, pp. of triplicare. See triplicate, adj., and

-ion.

triplicity, n. — ME. triplicite, fr. ML. triplicita-

tem, ace. of triplicitds, fr. L. triplex, gen. tripli-

cis. See triplex and -ity and cp. duplicity.

triplo-, before a vowel tripl-, combining form

meaning 'triple'. — See triple.

tripod, n., a three-legged stool, table, etc. — L.

tripHs, gen. -pedis, fr. Gk. xptTtou?, gen. xpi-

TToSo?, 'tripod', lit. 'anything having three feet',

fr. Tpi- (see tri-) and Ttoiji;, gen. iroSoq, 'foot'.

See -pod and cp. tripos. Cp. also trivet.

tripoli, n., a friable siliceous deposit, the rotten

stone.— Named after the town Tripoli in North

Africa.

tripos, n., honors examination at Cambridge Uni-

versity in England. — Prob. a 'back formation'

of the nominative fr. the Latin genitive tripodos,

on analogy of Latin nouns endings in -os. The
correct form is tripus (see tripod). The examina-

tion was so called from the three-legged stool on
which formerly a B.A. sat conducting a humor-
ous discussion with candidates for degrees.

Tripsaciun, n., a genus of plants, the gama grass

{hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. xpTiJji?, 'a rubbing,

friction, resistance to touch' (see next word);

prob. so called in allusion to the polished ap-

pearance of the spike.

tripsls, n., trituration (med.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. TpTiliis, 'a rubbing, friction*, fr. Tptpetv,

'to rub', which is cogn. with L. tr[-vi, perfect of

terere, 'to rub'. See tribo- and cp. prec. word.

triptote, n., a noun having only three cases (gram.)

— Late L. triptota, pi., fr. Gk. TpmTtoTa, pi. of

TpiTCTUTOv, which is prop, the neut. of the ad-

jective TptTtTcoTo?, 'having only three cases', fr.

Tpt- (see tri-) and tttcotoi;, 'fallen', verbal adj.

of mTTTsiv, which stands for ttT-tttclv, fr. *pt-,

zero degree of I.-E. base *pet-, 'to fly, to fall'.

See feather and cp. symptom and words there re-

ferred to.

triptych, n., picture or carving on three panels

side by side.— Gk. TptitTuxoCi 'threefold, con-

sisting of three layers or plates', fr. xpt- (see

tri-) and *7tT>i^, gen. tituxo;, 'fold, layer', which

is rel. to ttTiiaiTEiv, 'to fold'. Cp. diptych, poly-

ptych.

triquetra, n., an ornament having three angles. —
L. triquetra, fem. of triquetrus, 'having three

corners', fr. tri- and *q^adros, 'sharp', which is

cogn. with ON. hvatr, OE. hwset, 'sharp', hwet-

tan, 'to sharpen' ; see whet.

Derivative: triquetr-ic (q.v.)

triquetric, adj., triquetrous.— See prec. word and

adj. suff. -ic.

triquetrous, adj., having three angles; triangular.

— L. triquetrus. See triquetra. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

trireme, n., a galley having three banks of oars.

— L. triremis, formed fr. tri- and remus, 'oar'.

See bireme and cp. words there referred to.

tris-, combining form meaning three tiities. -^

Gk. Tpto-, fr. Tpt?, 'three times'. See tri-.

Trisagion, n., a Greek eccles. hymn. — Gk.

TpiadcYiov, prop. neut. of Tpioayio?, 'three

times holy', fr. TpitJ (see tris-) and (Syio?, 'holy'.

See hagio-.

trisect, tr. v., to cut or divide into three parts. —
L. trisectus, pp. of trisecdre, 'to cut into three',

fr. tri- and secdre, 'to cut'. See section and cp.

bisect, dissect, intersect.

Derivatives: trisect-ed, adj., trisect-ion, n.,

trisect-or, n.

triseme, n. , a syllable of three times (pros.)— Late

L. trisemus, fr. Gk. Tpi<jT)(j,0(;, fr. Tpt- (see tri-)

and CT^fxa 'sign'. See semantics.

trisemic, adj., having the length of three times

(pros.)— See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

Trisetum, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — ModL.,

fr. tri- and L. saela, 'bristle'. See seta and cp.

words there referred to.

triskeUon, n., a figure consisting of three branches

radiating from a center. — Formed fr. Gk.

TpLCTxeX/);, 'three-legged', fr. Tpi- (see tri-) and

oxsXo;, 'leg'. See isosceles.

trismus, n., lockjaw (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

TpLa|i,6;, 'a squeaking, creaking; a grinding,

rasping', from the imitative base *{s)trig-,

whence also OTpit^eiv (for *slrig-yein), 'to

squeak, creak', nxpiy^, aTpi$, otXi5, 'owl,' lit.

'the screeching bird'. See Strix and cp. the sec-

ond element in Amphitrite.



Tristania

Tristania, n., a genus of shrubs and trees {bot.)—
Named after the French botanist Jules Tristan

(1776-1861). For the ending see 1st suff.

-ia.

triste, adj., sad, sorrowful. — ME. trist, triste, fr.

MF. (= F.) triste, fr. L. tristis, which is of un-

certain origin. Cp. next word and Tristram,

tristeza, n., an infectious disease of grafted citrus

trees. — Port., lit. 'sadness, sorrow', fr. L. tristi-

tia, fr. tristis. See prec. word.

tristich, n., a stanza of three lines. — Formed fr.

tri- and Gk. arixo?, 'row, line, rank; verse', on

analogy of distich (q.v.) Cp. Gk. TpioxixCa, 'a

union of three verses'.

tristichous, adj., arranged in three rows. — Gk.

TptcTi/ot;, 'in three rows', fr. -rpt- (see tri-) and

oTixo?, 'row'. See prec. word. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to Gk. -oe, see -ous.

Tristram, masc. PN. ; esp. name of a medieval

legendary hero.— A blend ofW. Drystart, which

is rel. to drust, drest, 'tumult', and of F. triste,

'sad', fr. L. tristis. See triste.

trisyllabic, adj., having three syllables. — F. tri-

syllahique, formed with suff. -ique fr. L. trisyl-

labus, fr. Gk. TpiauXXa^o?, fr. xpi- (see tri-)

and (suXXapy;, 'syllable'. See syllable and cp.

syllabic.

Derivatives: trisyllabic-al, adj., trisyllabic-at-ly,

adv.

trisyllable, n., a word of three syllables.— Form-

ed fr. tri- and syllable. See prec. word.

trit-, form of trito- before a vowel.

tritagonist, n., character taking the third part in

the Greek drama.— Gk. TpiTavcovtaTY)?, com-

pounded of TpiTo;, 'third', and aycovtaTV]!;,

'combatant; actor'. See trito- and agonist and

cp. words there referred to.

tritaph, n., a tomb containing three small cham-

bers {Greek archaeol.)— Formed fr. tri- and Gk.

Tatpoc, 'tomb, grave, funeral', which is rel. to

Ta9po?, 'ditch, trench', S-aTTTEiv, 'to bury' (pas-

sive aor. £Ta97)v ) . See cenotaph,

trite, adj., hackneyed. — L. trltus, pp. of terere

(perf. trl-vl), 'to rub, thresh, grind; to wear

away', fr. I.-E. base *ter-, 'to rub, rub by turn-

ing, turn, twist; to pierce'. See throw, and words

there referred to and cp. esp. Triticum, triturate,

attrition, attritus, contrite, contrition, detri-

ment and the second element in lithotrity, Sep-

tentrion.

Derivatives: Irite-ly, adv., trite-ness, n.

Triteleia, n., a genus of plants of the lily family

(hot.) — ModL., fr. tri- and Gk. tsXeio?, 'com-

plete, accomplished, perfect', fr. tsaoc, gen.

teXeo;, 'end, result' (see tele-); so called in allu-

sion to its trimerous flowers.

tritheism, n., belief in the existence of three dis-

tinct gods. — Formed fr. tri- and 1st theism,

tritheist, n., believer in tritheism. — See prec.

word and -ist.

Tritlirinax, n., a genus of fan palms {hot.) —
ModL., fr. tri- and Gk. *piva5, 'trident, three-

1654

pronged fork' (see Thrinax); so called from the

form of the leaves.

Triticum, n., a genus of cereal grasses, the wheat

(^hot.) — L., triticum, 'wheat', lit. 'grain for

threshing', from tritus, pp. of terere 'to rub,

thresh, grind'. See trite and cp. trigo. For sense

development cp. L. granum, 'grain', which is

cogn. with OI. jirndli, 'ground to powder'.

trito-, before a vowel trit-, combining form mean-

ing 'third'. — Gk. TpiTO-, TpiT-, fr. xpiToq,

'third'. See third and three and cp. tierce.

Triton, n., a minor sea-god, son of Poseidon and

Amphitrite (Greek mythol.) — L. Triton, fr. Gk.

TpiTcov, which is cogn. with Olr. triath, gen.

trethan (for OCeltic *triaton-), 'sea'.

Triton, n., 1) a genus of snails (zool.) ; 2) (not cap.)

any of several aquatic salamanders. — Fr. prec.

word.

tritone, n., an interval consisting of three tones

(mus.) — Gk. TpiTovo?, 'of three tones', fr. Tpi-

(see tri-) and tovo;, 'pitch of the voice, musical

note'. See tone,

triturable, adj. — See next word and -able,

triturate, tr. v., to rub, grind. — L. trituratus, pp.

of tritardre, 'to grind to powder", freq. of terere,

pp. tritus, 'to rub, thresh, grind'. See trite and

verbal sufl". -ate.

trituration, n. — Late L. trlturalid, gen. -on/j,. fr.

L. tritHrdtus, pp. o( triturare. See prec. word and

-ion.

triumph, n. — ME. triumphe, fr. MF. tfiumphe

(F. triomphe), fr. OF., fr. L. triumphus, 'solemn

entrance of a general into Rome after an impor-

tant victory', fr. triumphe, an exclamation used

in the processions of the Arval brothers, fr. Gk.

*ptaijtpo?, 'procession in honor of Bacchus', in-

troduced into Rome through the medium of the

Etruscans. Like lo.\x<(ioq (see iamb) and 8i»u-

panpo? (see dithyramb), S-piaixlioc is a loan

word of pre-Hcllenic origin. Cp. trump, 'a win-

ning card'. For the change of Greek a (in ^pi-

afxpo;) to H (in L. triumphus) cp. aplustre and

words there referred to.

triumph, intr. v. — L. triumphare, fr. triumphus.

See triumph, n.

Derivatives; triumph-er, n., triumph-ing, adj.,

triumph-ing-ly, adv.

triumphal, adj. — ME., fr. L. triumplidlis, fr.

triumphus. See triumph, n., and adj. suff. -al.

triumphancy, also triumphance, n. — Formed

from next word with suff. -cy, resp. -ce.

triumphant, adj. — L. triumphdns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of triumphare. See triumph,v., and -ant.

Derivative: triumphant-ly, adv.

triumvir, n., one of three men in the same office

or of the same authority. — L., back formation

fr. pi. gen. trium virorum, trium virSm ,'(one) of

the three men'. See tri- and virUe and cp. duum-

vir, decemvir,

triumviral, adj. — L. triumviralis, 'pertaining to

the triumvirs', fr. triumvir. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -al.

triumvirate, n., the oflSce or dignity of a triumvir.

— L. triumvirdtus, fr. triumvir. See triumvir and
subst. suff. -ate.

triime, adj., three in one. — Compounded of tri-

and L. unus, 'one'. See one.

triunity, n. — Formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-ity.

trivalent, adj., having a valency of three (chem.)
— Formed fr. tri- and L. valens, gen. -entis, pres.

part, of valere, 'to have power'. See -valent.

trivet, n., a three-legged iron stand. — Late ME.
trevet, fr. OE. trefet, fr. L. tripedem, ace. of tri-

pes, 'having three feet', fr. tri- and pes, gen. pe-

dis, 'foot'. See pedal and cp. tripod,

trivial, adj., trifling. — F., fr. L. trivialis, prop,

'that which belongs to the crossroads', hence
also meaning 'that which may be found every-

where, commonplace, vulgar', fr. trivium, 'a

place where three roads meet'. See triviiun and
adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: trivial-ism, n., trivial-ity, n., trivial-

ize, tr. v., trivial-ly, adv., trivial-ness, n.

trivium, n., the three liberal arts in medieval

schools. — ML., fr. L. trivium, 'a place where
three roads meet, crossroad, public square", fr.

tri- and via, 'way'. See via and cp. prec. word.

Cp. also quadrivium.

-trix, femin. agential suff. corresponding to the

masc. suff. -tor. — L., standing for *tr-i-x. The
first element represents the zero degree of sufT.

-tor (q.v.) The second element is an enlargement

of the I.-E. suflf. *-l-. Cp. e.g. L. dator, 'giver',

fem. datrix, corresponding to Ol. dd-tar, resp.

dd-tr-i.

trocar, n., a surgical instrument.— F. trocart, tro-

quart, fr. trois quarts, lit. 'three quarters', cor-

rupted fr. orig. trois carres, lit. 'three edges' (cp.

lame a trois carres, 'a three edged sword'), fr. L.

tres (see three) and quadra, 'square' (see qua-

drate and square) ; so called from its triangular

point.

troch-, form of trocho- before a vowel.

trocha, n., a line of fortifications (Sp. Amer.) —
Sp., 'a narrow crossroad', fr. L. trdducta, fem.

pp. of trdddcere, 'to lead across'. See traduce.

trochaic, adj., pertaining to a trochee (/>/-o.j.) — L.

trochaicus, fr. Gk. Tpoxa'i.'x6i;, fr. TpoxocTo;. See

trochee and adj. suff. -ic.

Derivative: trochaic, n.

trochanter, n., a rough process on the upper ex-

tremity of the femur (anat.) — Medical L., fr.

Gk. TpoxavTYjp, 'either of two processes at the

upper part of the thighbone', coined by Galen
fr. Tpo/av, 'to be round', fr. -rpo/oi;, 'wheel'. See
troche.

Derivative: trochanter-ic, adj.

trochantin, n., 1) (obsol.) the lesser trochanter

(armt.); 2) the proximal segment of the tro-

chanter of an insect's leg (enlomol.) — Coined
by the French anatomist Francois Chaussier

(1746-1828) fr. trochanter. See Joseph Hyrtl,

Onomatologia anatoniica, p. 567.

Troglodytes

troche, n., a small, circular tablet of drugs
(pharm.) — Gk. Tpox6;, 'anything round, a
wheel', lit. 'that which runs', fr. xps/siv, 'to run',

whence also Tp6xo?, 'a running, course' ; fr. I.-E.

base *dhregh, 'to run', whence also Olr. droch
(fr. Celtic *drogon), 'wheel', Lett, drdst, Lith.

pa-droSti, 'to run fast'. Arm. durgn (gen. drgan),

'potter's wheel' (for *dhr6gh- or *dhdrgh-). Cp.
trechometer, trochanter, trochantin, trochee, tro-

chilus, trochlea, trocho-, trochoid, truck, 'vehi-

cle'. Cp. also trachelo-.

trochee, n., a metrical foot consisting of two syl-

lables, the first long and the second short (pros.)

— L. trochaeus, fr. Gk. Tpoxato? (scil. -oii?),

'tripping, running (foot)', which is rel. to Tpo-

XO?, 'a running, course'. See prec. word.
trochilics, n., the science of rotary motion. —
Formed with suff. -ics fr. Gk. TpoxtXia, 'system

of pulleys, roller of a windlass', fr. Tpoxo?,

'wheel'. See troche.

trochilus, n., the crocodile bird; (cap.) a genus of
hummingbirds (ornithol.) — ModL., fr. L., a
small bird, perh. 'the golden-crested wren', fr.

Gk. 'crocodile bird; wren', lit. 'a runner', fr.

Tplx^'v, 'to run'. See troche and cp. words there

referred to.

trochlea, n., a pulleylike cartilage in a j*int (anat.)

— L., 'a case containing one or several pulleys,

a block', fr. Gk. TpoxiXta. See trochilics and cp.

truckle, n.

Derivatives: trochle-ar, trochle-ary, trochle-ate,

adjs.

trocho-, before a vowel troch-, combining form
meaning 'wheel'. — Gk. Tpoxo-, ~?oy-, fr.

Tpoxi;, 'wheel'. See troche.

trochoid, adj., wheel-shaped. — Compounded of
troch- and Gk. -osiSif)^, 'like', fr. elSo;, 'form,

shape'. See -oid.

Derivative: trochoid, n.

trochometer, n., the same as trechometer. — Com-
pounded of trocho- and Gk. \iiTpoM, 'measure".

See meter, 'poeticaL rhythm', and cp. trecho-

meter.

troco, n., an obsolete English game. — Prob. alt,

of It. trucco, 'trucks'. See trucks.

trod, past tense of tread. — ME. troden, past

tense pi., altered fr. treden, past tense pi. of tre-

den, 'to tread'. See tread and next word.

trodden, pp. of tread. — ME. troden, altered fr.

treden, pp. oi treden, 'to tread" (see tread), under
the influence of such pp.s as ME. (= E.) stolen

(fr. stelen, 'to steal'), etc.

troglodyte, n., cave dweller. — L. trdglodylae, pi.,

fr. Gk. TptoyXoSiiTTj?, 'one who creeps into

holes', which is compounded of TptovXrj, 'a

hole', prop, 'a hole formed by gnawing" (fr.

-rpcoYeiv, 'to gnaw'), and Siisiv, 'to enter". For
the first element see trout and cp. tragedy. For
the second element see adytum.

Derivative: troglodyt-ic, adj.

Troglodytes, n., a genus of wrens (ornithol.) —
ModL. See prec. word.



trogon

trogon, n., any of a family of brilliantly plumed

birds (the Trogonidae) — ModL., lit. 'the gnaw-

er', fr. Gk. Tpciyoiv, pres. part, of Tpwy^i^'. 'to

gnaw'. See troglodyte,

troika, n., carriage drawn by three horses

abreast.— Russ. troika, formed with dimin. suff.

-ka fr. troe, 'three, threefold', a collateral form

of tri. See three.

Trojan, adj. and n. — ME., fr. L. Trojdnus, fr.

Troia, Troja, 'Troy', fr. Tros (fr. Gk. Tpcoc),

name of a king of Phrygia, the mythical founder

of Troy. For the ending see suff. -an.

troll, tr. and intr. v., to roll; to fish by trailing.—
ME. troUen, 'to roll', fr. MF. trailer, 'to roam,

wander' (whence F. troler, 'to drag about,

wander'), fr. OHG. trollen, 'to run with short

steps' (whence MHG. trollen, cf s.m., G. trollen,

'to toddle along, trudge'), which is rel. to MHG.

troUe, 'a ghostly monster; an awkward fellow'.

MHG. trollen orig. meant, to move about like

a monster'. See next word and cp. trolley,

Trollius, trollop, trull.

Derivatives: troll-er, n., troll-ing, n.

troll, n., a supernatural being (Scand. mythol.) —
ON., 'monster' (whence Swed. and Norw. troll,

Dan. trold, 'troll'), which is rel. to MHG. trolle.

See prec. word.

trolley, trolly, n. — Prob. derived fr. troll, 'to

roll', and lit. meaning 'that which rolls'.

Trollius, n., a genus of plants, the globeflower

(60/.)— ModL., fr. G. Trollblume, 'globeflower',

fr. MHG, trolle, 'ghostly monster; awkward

fellow", rel. to ON. troll, 'monster'. See troll,

'monster'.

trollop, n., a slatternly woman. — Fr. troll, 'to

roll' (q.v.) For sense development cp. F. rou-

leuse, fr. rouler, 'to roll'.

trombone, n., a powerful brass wind instrument

(music). — It., formed fr. tromba, 'trumpet',

with the augment, suff. -one. See trump, 'trum-

pet', and -oon and cp. next word.

trommel, n., a sieve for screening rock, ore, etc.

G. Trommel, 'drum', fr. MHG. trumel, fr.

trume, trumme, which is of imitative origin. Cp.

drum and words there referred to.

tromometer, n., an instrument for measuring

earth tremors. — Compounded of Gk. Tp6iiO(:,

'trembling', and [xs-pov, 'measure'. The first

element is rel. to -rpsixsiv, 'to shiver, tremble',

and cogn. with L. tremere, of s.m; see tremble.

For the second element see meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

trompe, n., an apparatus for carrying air to the

furnace. — F., 'trumpet, horn, blast engine,

proboscis'. See trump, 'trumpet", and cp. words

there referred to.

-tron, suflf. used in electricity and chemistry. —
Coined from the ending -tron in electron. Cp.

dynatron, kenotron, magnetron, etc.

trona, n., sodium carbonate {mineral.) — Swed.,

fr. Arab, tron, aphetic for natriin, whence na-

tron (q.v.)
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trone, n., 1) a weighing machine; 2) a market

place. — OF., 'balance', fr. L. trutina, fr. Gk.

TpuxavT], 'tongue of the balance, balance', orig.

'the hole in which the tongue of the balance

moves about', which stands for *tru-t nd and is

rel. to Tpuetv, 'to rub, wear out', -rpijjxa, 'hole',

xetpEtv (for '^xepiEi.v), 'to rub, wear away', fr.

I.-E. base *ter-, 'to rub, to rub by turning, to

turn, to twist; to pierce'. See throw and cp.

words there referred to.

troop, n. — MF. (= F.) troupe, fr. OF. trope, fr.

Late L. troppus, 'herd', fr. Frankish *prop, meta-

thesis of *porp, 'crowd, gathering, village',

which is rel. to OE. porp, prop; see thorp. Sp.

tropa, 'troops, soldiers', is a French loan word.

Cp. troupe.

Derivatives: troop, intr. and tr. v., troop-er, n.

troostite, n., a solid solution of carbon in iron

(mineral.) — Named after the French chemist

Louise-Joseph Troost (1835-1911). For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

troostite, n., a variety of willemite (mineral.) —
Named after the American geologist Gerard

Troost (died in 1850). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

Tropaeolum, n., a genus of S. American climbmg

plants (hot.) — ModL., coined by Carolus

Linnaeus (1707-78) fr. Gk. Tp67taiov, 'trophy'

(see trophy and dimin. suflf. -ole); so called '

by him because the shield-shaped leaves and

helmetlike flowers are suggestive of ancient

trophies.

trope, n.— F., fr. L. tropus, fr. Gk. TpoTto.;, 'turn,

direction', which is rel. to TpoTJTj, 'turn, turn-

ing', Tp67ri<;, 'a ship's keel', lit. 'turner', Tplireiv,

'to turn', fr. I.-E. base *trep-, 'to turn', whence

also 01. trdpate, 'is ashamed, confused', prop.

'*urns away in shame', trapd, 'shame, confusion',

Hitt. trep-, 'he works', prop, 'he turns to and

fro, is active and busy', L. trepit, 'he turns'. Cp.

trophy, Tropaeolum, tropic, apotropaion, Atro-

pos, atropine, entropy, heliotrope, Monotropa,

Notropis, Oxytropis. Cp. also turpitude,

-trope, combining form meaning 'that which

turns'. — Gk. -Tpono;, fr. tpAtto?, -rpoTiT,.

'turn, turning'. See prec. word.

troph-, form of tropho- before a vowel.

trophallaxis,n., exchange of food (6(o/.)—ModL.,

compounded of troph- and Gk. SUa^t;, 'ex-

change', which derives fr. iXXaaaciv, Att. aX-

AiTTEiv (fut. iXXifoj), 'to alter, change', fr.

5/Ao?, 'another', which is cogn. with L. alius,

'another'. See else and cp. aUo-, alias. Cp. also

the first element in aUactite, and the second ele-

ment in catallactic, parallactic,

trophic, adj., pertaining to nutrition. — F. tro-

phique, fr. Gk. Tpotpizo?, 'nursing, tendmg ,
fr.

Tpoorj, 'food, nourishment', which stands m
gradational relationship to Tpe9eiv, 'to make

solid, thicken, congeal, curdle; to nourish" (lit.

'to make thick'), fr. L-E. base *dhrebh-, 'to

make firm, curdle'. See draff and cp. atrophy.
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dystrophy, hypertrophy, Jatropha, limitrophy.

Cp. also thrombo-. For the ending see adj. suff.

-ic.

Derivative: trophic-al-ly, adv.

tropho-, before a vowel troph-, combining form
meaning 'food, nourishment, nutrition'. — Gk.
xpocpo-, xpocp-, fr. Tpotpr], 'food, nourishment'.

See prec. word.

trophy, n., something taken from an enemy and
preserved as a memorial of victory. — F. tro-

phee, fr. Late L. trophxum, fr. L. tropaeum, fr.

Gk. TpoTTQciov, 'trophy', lit. 'a monument of the

enemy's defeat', neut. of TpiTratoi;, 'connected

with turning; connected with defeat', fr. TpoTO],

'a turning; a turning about of the enemy; a

routing of the enemy'. See trope and cp. Tropae-

olum.

Derivative: trophy, tr. v.

-trophy, combining form meaning 'nourishment'.

— Gk. -Tpocpta, fr. Tpo97j, 'food, nourishment'.

See trophic.

tropic, n., 1) either of two celestial circles parallel

to the equator, the Tropic of Cancer (23° 27'

north) and the Tropic of Capricorn (23° 27'

south) ; 2) either of two terrestrial circles corre-

sponding to the former and marking the hot

zone of the earth. — ME. tropik, fr. Late L.

tropicus, fr. Gk. xpoTiixoc;, 'pertaining to a turn'

(scil. of the sun at the solstices) [whence
Tp07xt>c6i; (scil. KiixXo?), 'the tropic circle, the

solstice'], fr. TpoTxr), 'turn, turning'. See trope

and -ic.

Derivative: tropic, adj., tropical.

tropic, adj., pertaining to the crystalline acid

CjHjgO, (chem.) — Formed fr. (a)<rop(ine)

with adj. suff. -ic. Cp. tropine.

-tropic, combining form meaning 'turning,

changing', as in geotropic, heliotropic. — Forfn-

ed with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. -xpOTro;;, 'turning',

fr. xpoTTot;, 'a turning'. See trope.

tropical, adj., pertaining to the tropics.— Formed
fr. tropic, n., with adj. suff. -al. Cp. Neotropical.

Derivative: tropical-ly, adv.

tropical, adj., figurative, metaphorical. — L.

tropicus, fr. Gk. xpoTXLxos,-"pertaining to a turn

;

figurative', fr. xpoTiy), 'turn, turning'. See trope

and -ical.

tropine, n., a poisonous crystalline base C„Hj.NO
(chem.) — Aphetic for atropine.

tropism, n., a turning in response to a stimulus.

— Formed with suff. -ism fr. Gk. xpoTrv], 'a

. turning'. Tropism is prop, a back formation
from words like heliotropism, geotropism, the

second element of these words having been
taken in an absolute sense.

tropist, n., one who deals in tropes. — Formed
fr. trope with suff. -ist.

tropological, also fopologic, adj., 1) character-

ized by tropes; 2) pertaining to tropology. —
Late L. tropologicus, fr. Late Gk.xpoTtoXoyixd?,

fr. TpoTroXofta. See next word and -Ic, resp.

also -al.

trouble

Derivative: tropological-ly, adv.

tropology, n., the use of tropes; figurative speech.
— Late L. tropologia, fr. Late Gk. xpoTcoXoyta,

which is compounded ofGk. xpoTroi;, 'a turning,

direction, trope', and -Xoyia, fr. Xovo;, 'word,

speech, discourse'. See trope and logos.

Derivative: tropolog-ic-al, adj.

tropopause, n., the transition zone between the

troposphere and the stratosphere. — F. tropo-

pause, coined by the French meteorologist L^on-
Philippe Teisserenc de Sort (1855-1913), fr. Gk.
xpOTio?, 'a turning', and Txauat:;, 'a stopping,

ceasing'. See trope and pause.

troposphere, n., the layer of the atmosphere be-

low the stratosphere (meteorol.) — F. tropo-

sphere, lit. 'sphere of change', coined by Teis-

serenc de Bort (see prec. word) fr. Gk. xpinzoc,,

'a turning', and atpatpa, 'ball, globe, sphere'.

See sphere.

troppo, adv., too much (musical direction). — It.,

fr. F. trop, 'too much', fr. Frankish *throp, 'a

heap, mass' (whence also OProven?. trop),

which is rel. to OE. porp, prop, 'village". See
thorp and cp. de trop.

-tropy, combining form meaning 'a turning'. —
Gk. -xpOTxr], -xpoTxia, 'a turning of, fr. xpo-

Tto?, 'a turning'. See trope.

trot, intr. and tr. v. — ME. trotten, fr. MF. troter

(F. trotter), fr. OF., fr. OHG. trotton, 'to tread',

which is rel. to OE. tredan. See tread and cp.

trottoir.

Derivatives: trot, n. (q.v.), trott-er, n.

trot, n. — ME., fr. MF., fr. troter. See trot, v.

troth, n., 1) faith; 2) truth. — ME. trouth, fr. OE.
treowd; a doublet of truth (q.v.) Cp. betroth.

troth, tr. v., 1) to pledge; 2) to betroth. — ME.
trouthen, fr. trouth. See troth, n.

trottoir, n., sidewalk. — F., fr. trotter, 'to trot;

to walk'. See trot, v.

troubadour, n., one of a class of poets who wrote
on chivalric love and first appeared in Provence
and flourished from the 1 1th to the 1 3th cent.—
F., fr. MF., fr. OProven?. trobador, fr. trobar,

'to compose poetry; to invent; to find", fr. VL.
*tropdre, 'to make tropes, sing', whence also'

F. trouver, 'to find'; cp. Catal. trobador, Sp.

trovador. It. trovatore. See trover and cp. trea-

sure trove, trouvaille, trouvere, contrive, retrifcve.

trouble, intr. and tr. v. — ME. trublen, troublen,

fr. OF. turbler, truhler, tr^ubler (F. titubler),

metathesized fr. "VL. *turbuldre, 'to disturb,

agitate' (whence also Rum. turbura, 'to trouble,

disturb'), fr. *turbulus, 'troubled, disordered,

turbulent', which is a blend of L. turbidus and
turbulentus. See turbid and turbulent.

Derivatives: trouble, n. (q.v.), troubl-ed, adj.,

troubl-ed-ly, adv., troubl-er, n., troubl-ing, adj.,

troubl-ing-ly, adv., trouble-some, adj., trouble-

some-ly, adv., troublous (q.v.), troubl-y, adj.

trouble, n.— ME., fr. OF. tourble, truble, trouble

(F. trouble), fr. trubler, trobler (= F. troubler).

See prec. word.



troublous

troublous, adj. — ME. troubelous, fr. OF. trou-

bleus, fr. trouble. See trouble, n., and -ous.

trough, n.— ME. trogh, trough, fr. OE. troh, trog,

rel. to ON., OS., MDu., OHG., MHG., G. trog,

Dan., Norw., trug, Swed. trag, Du. troch,

MHG. troc, 'trough', and to OHG. truha,

MHG., G. truhe, 'trunk, chest'. These words

derive fr. I.-E. *dru-ko-, a -fc-enlargement of

l.-E. base *derew{o)-, *drew{o)-, 'tree', and orig.

meant 'a wooden vessel'. See tree.

Derivatives: trough-ing, n., trough-y, adj.

trounce, tr. v., to beat; to thrash. — The orig.

meaning of this word was 'to frighten, terrify'.

It derives fr. ME. tramce, 'fear of death', fr.

OF. transe, 'fear, trance', fr. transir, 'to pass, to

pass from life', fr. L. translre, 'to pass over'. See

trance.

Derivative: trounc-er, n.

troupe, n., a company of performers.— F. troupe,

fr. Prankish *prop, metathesis of porp, 'herd'.

See troop, thorp.

Derivatives: troupe, intr. v., troup-er, n., trou-

piaKq.v.)

troupial, n., any bird of the American family Ic-

teridae (orioles, larks, blackbirds, grackles). —
Coined by the American ornithologist Robert

Ridgway (1 850-1929) fr. F. troupe, 'flock, troup',

in allusion to the circumstance that the birds

belonging to this family usually fly in large

flocks. For the ending see suif. -ial.

trouse, n., trws; trousers (obsol.) — See trousers

and cp. trews.

trousered, adj. — Formed fr. trousers with 1st

suff. -ed.

trousering, n. — Formed fr. trousers with 3rd

suff, -ing.

trousers, n. pi. — Formed on analogy of drawers

fr. trouse, fr. Gael, triubhas, which is prob. a

loan word fr. OF. trebus, fr. Late L. tubraci(pl),

a word of uncertain origin. Cp. trews.

trousse, n., a case for holding a surgeon's small

implements. — F. See truss and cp. next word.

trousseau, n., a bride's outfit. — F., 'bundle,

bride's outfit', dimin. oi trousse. Seeprec. word.

trout, n., a freshwater fish. — ME. troute, fr. OE.

truht, fr. Late L. tructa, fr. Gk. tp^jctt;;, 'a

gnawer, nibbler, a fish with sharp teeth', from

the stem of -poi--:-'-'^^ "to gnaw', which is rel. to

Tpwi, 'weevil', lit. 'gnawer', and stands in gra-

dational relationship to Tpivoc:, 'he-goat', lit.

'gnawer', fr. L-E. base *ird-g-, *tr^-g; 'to gnaw',

whence also Toch. AB trask, 'to gnaw". Arm.

t'urc, gen. frcoy, 'jaw". Cp. tragedy, troglodyte,

trogon, Trutta. Cp. also dredge, 'to sprinkle'. —
I.-E. base *lr6-g-, *tr^-g- is an enlargement of

base *ter-, *tr-, 'to go through, pass beyond'.

See term and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: troul-er, n., trout-y, adj.

trouvaille, n., a lucky find, windfall. — F., fr.

trouver, 'to find'. See trover and subst. suff. -al.

trouvcre, n., one of a class of medieval poets of

Northern France. — F., fr. OF. trovere, nom.
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of the noun whose obUque case is troveor, fr.

trover, 'to compose poetry; to invent, find'

(whence F. trouver, 'to find'). OF. troveor is the

exact equivalent of OProven?. trobador. See

troubadour,

trove, adj., found. — See treasure-trove,

trover, n., acquisition of property (Jaw). — Lit. 'a

finding', fr. OF. trover (F. trouver), 'to find',

orig. 'to compose poetry; to invent', fr. "VL.

*tropare, 'to make tropes, sing', fr. L. tropus,

'trope, song'. Cp. OProven?. trobar, Sp. and

Port, trovar. It. trovare, 'to find', which also de-

rive fr. VL. *tropdre, and see trope. Cp. also

troubadour and words there referred to.

trow, intr. v., to believe, suppose.— ME. trewen,

trowen, fr. OE. treowian, truwian, 'to believe,

trust', rel. toOS. triuwian, ON. trua, Dan., Swed.

tro, MLG., MDu. trouwen, Du. {ver)trouwen,

OHG. tru{w)en, MHG. truwen, trouwen, G.

trauen, Goth, trauan, 'to believe, trust', and to

OE. treow, 'belief, trust, faith, engagement,

truth'. See true and cp. words there referred to.

trowel, n., a tool used for spreading mortar,

plaster, etc. — ME. truel, fr. F. truelle, fr. Late

L. truella, fr. L. trulla, 'a small ladle, dipper,

scoop' (whence Sp. trulla), dimin. of trua, 'a

ladle', fr. I.-E. base *twer-, *tur-, 'to turn, twist,

twirl', whence also Gk. -copuvT), 'implement for ,

stirring, ladle', xopuvsiv, 'to stir up', OE.

P^xre, pwere, OE. pwiril, OHG. dwiril, MHG.

twirel, G. quirl, Icel. pyrill, 'twirling stick', ON.

/.vara,"to twirl',OHG. (iwerafl.'to stir'. Cp. turbid.

Derivatives: trowel, tr. v., trowel-er, n.

troy, adj., indicating a system of weight (only

used in troy weight) n., the troy weight. — So

called from the weight system used at the great

fair of Troyes in France.

truancy, n. — Formed from next word with suff.

truant, n., 1) formerly, an idler; 2) a pupil who

stays away from school without leave. — ME.,

fr. OF. truan F. truand), 'vagrant, beggar,

tramp', which is prob. of Celt, origin. Cp. Olr.

trogan, dimin. of truag, 'miserable, wretched',

W. tru, truan, of s.m., Gael, truagh, 'wretched',

truaghan, 'a wretched person". Cp. also Sp.

truhdn. Port, truao, 'buffoon", which are of the

same origin.

Derivatives: truant, adj., truant-ly, adv., truant-

ness, n., truant-ry, n.

truce, n. — ME. trewes, pi. of trewe, 'a pledge ,

fr OE. treow, 'truth, faith, engagement, pledge,

truce", which is rel. to OS. treuwa, ON. tru,

Norw. tru. Dan., Swed. tro, OFris. triuwe,

MDu. trouwe, triiwe, Du. trouw, OHG. triuwa,

MHG. triuwe, G. Treue, Goth, triggwa, 'faith,

faithfulness', and to OE. treowe, 'true'. Seetme

and cp. words there referred to. ML. treuga. It.

tregua and F. trSve, 'truce', areTeut. loan words.

Derivative: truce, intr. and tr. v.

trucial, adj., pertaining to a truce. — Formed fr.

truce with suff. -ial.
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truck, tr. v., to barter. — ME. trukken, fr. OF.
(= F.) troquer, rel. to OProven^. trucar, Sp.

trocar. It. iruccare, 'to exchange, barter' ; of un-

known origin.

truck, n., barter. — F. troc, back formation fr.

troquer. See prec. word.

truck, n., 1) a wheel; 2) a vehicle. — L. trochus,

'an iron hoop', fr. Gk. Tpox^;, 'wheel'; see

troche and cp. next word.

Derivatives: truck, tr. v., truck-age, n., truck-er,

n., truck-ing, n.

truckle, n., a small wheel; a truckle bed. — ME.
trocle, fr. L. trochlea, 'a sheaf containing one or

several pulleys, a block'. See trochlea. Truckle

may also be regarded as the dimin. of truck,

'wheel'.

truckle, intr. v., to cringe, to submit to. — Fr.

truckle, n. The verb orig. meant 'to sleep in a

truckle bed".

Derivatives : truckl-er, n., truckl-ing, adi.,truckl-

ing-ly, adv.

trucks, n. pi., a table game resembling billiards.

— Prob. fr. It. trucco, 'trucks'. Cp. troco.

truculence, truculency, n. — L. truculentia, 'sav-

ageness, cruelty', fr. truculentus. See next word

and -ce, resp. -cy.

truculent, adj., fierce, cruel; rude. — L. truculen-

tus, 'savage, cruel, harsh, stem', fr. trux, gen.

trucis, 'wild, fierce', which is prob. cognate with

MIr. tru (dat. troich), 'doomed to die'. For the

ending see suff. -ent. Cp. torvity.

Derivatives: truculent-ly, adv., truculent-ness, n.

trudellite, n., a hydrous basic aluminum chloride

and sulfide (mineral.)— Named after the Amer-

ican mineralogist Harry W. Trudell (1884- ).

For the ending see subst. suff. -Ite.

trudge, n., a long walk. — Of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: trudge, intr. v., trudg-er, n.

trudgen stroke, trudgeon, n. — Named after the

English swimmer J. Trudgen, who introduced

this stroke.

true, adj. — ME. trewe, fr. OE. Ireowe, triewe,

'faithful, trusty", which is rel. to OS., OFris.

triuwi, ON. tryggr, Dan. tryg, Swed. trygg, tro,

Norw. tru, MDu. (ghe)truwe, (ghe)trouwe, Du.

(ge)trouw, OHG. gitriuwi, MHG. gelriuwe, triu-

we, G. treu, Goth, triggws, 'faithful, trusty', fr.

I.-E. base *dru-, 'strong, faithful', whence also

Gk. 8po6; (Hesychius), 'strong', Lith. drutas,

'firm', W. driid, Olr. dron, 'strong', W. derw,

'true', Olr. derb, 'sure', OPruss. druwis, 'faith',

and possibly also OI. dhruvdh, 'firm, fix, lasting,

certain'. Base *dru- orig. meant 'as firm as a

tree', and is rel. to base *derew(o)-, *drew(o),

'tree'. See tree and cp. truth, truce. Cp. also trig,

'smart', trim, troth, trow, trust, tryst, and the

second element in Astrid, Ermentrud, Gertrude.

Derivatives: true, adv. and tr. v., tru-ly, adv.

tmeness, n. — ME. trewenesse, it. OE. treownes,

fr. treowe, 'faithful, trusty'. See true and -ness.

truffle, n. — MF. trufle, truffle (F. truffe), fr.

OProven?. trufa, metathesized fr. VL. tufera, fr.

"tufer, the Osco-Umbrian equivalent of L.

tuber, 'swelling, tumor; truffle'. See tuber and
cp. Tartuf(f)e. Cp. also trifle.

Derivatives: truffle, intr. v., truffl-ed, adj., truffl-

er, n.

truism, n., a self-evident truth.—A hybrid coined

fr. true and -ism, a suff. of Greek origin.

trull, n., a slatternly woman. — G. Trulle, fr.

earlier Trolle, 'a disorderly woman', rel. to

MHG. trolle, 'awkward fellow', and to ON
troll, 'monster'. See troll, 'supernatural being'

and troll, 'to roll'.

truly, adv. — ME. trewely, fr. OE. treowlice.

which is formed fr. treow, 'true', and suff. -lice.

See true and adv. suff. -ly.

trumeau, n., a wall between windows, pier (ar-

chit.) — F., figurative use of OF. trumeau, 'fat

part of the leg, leg', prob. a loan word fr. Fran

kish *thrum, 'piece', which is rel. to OHG.
MHG. trum, drum, 'end, chip, splinter'. See

thrum, 'end of warp'.

trump, n., trumpet; sound of the trumpet. —
ME. trompe, trumpe, fr. OF. (= F.) trompe,

'trumpet; trunk of an elephant', fr. OHG.
trumpa, trumba, 'trumpet', which is of imitative

origin; cp. It. tromba, OProven?. tromba, trom-

pa, Catal., Sp. trompa, 'trumpet, trunk of an

elephant', which all are Teut. loan words. See

drum and cp. trombone, tronmiel, trump, 'to

deceive',trumpery,trumpet,trunk (ofan elephant).

trump, intr. v., to blow a trumpet; tr. v., to cele-

brate by blowing a trumpet (now rare). — ME.
trumpen, fr. OF, Iromper, 'to blow a trumpet',

fr. trompe. See trump, 'trumpet'.

trump, n., a winning card. — Corruption of

triumph. For sense development cp. F. triomphe,

'triumph; a card game; trump'. Cp. also ruflf,

'to trump".

Derivative: trump, tr. and intr. v., to play a

trump.

trump, tr. v., to deceive. — MF. (= F.) tromper,

'to deceive", fr. se tromper de, 'to mock', fr. OF.

tromper, 'to blow a trumpet'. See trump, 'to

blow a trumpet', and cp. trumpery,

trumpery, n., deceit. — ME. trompery, fr. MF.
(= F.) tromperie, fr. tromper, 'to deceive". See

trump, 'to deceive', and -ery.

trumpet, n. — ME. trompette, trumpete, fr. MF.
(= F.) trompette, dimin. of trompe. See trump,

'trumpet', and -et, -ette.

Derivatives: trumpet, tr. and intr. v., trumpet-er,

n., trumpet-ing, n., trumpet-y, adj.

truncal, adj., pertaining to a trunk. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. truncus, 'stem, trunk'.

See trunk, 'stem of a tree".

truncate, tr. v., to cut off. — L. truncdtus, pp. of

truncdre, 'to cut off", fr. truncus, 'stem, trunk'.

See trunk, 'stem of a tree', and verbal sufi". -ate

and cp. detruncate, obtruncate.

Derivatives: truncat-ed, adj., truncat-ion, n.

truncate, adj.— L. truncdtus, pp. of truncdre. See

truncate, v.
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Truncatella, n., a genus of snails {zool.)— ModL.,

fr. L. truncdtus, 'cut off', pp. of truncare (see

truncate, adj. and v., and -ella); so called be-

cause of the truncate shell.

truncation, n., the act of cutting off. — Late L.

truncdtio, gen. -onis, fr. L. truncdtus, pp. of

truncare. See truncate, v., and -ion.

trunclieon, n., a club. — ME. tronchoun, fr. OF.

tronchon, a var. oUronfon, trunfun (F. tron(on),

fr. VL. *truncionem, ace. of *truncid, fr. L. trun-

cus, 'stem, trunk'. Cp. OProven?. tronson, Sp.

troncon. It. truncone, and see trunk, 'stem of a

tree'.

Derivatives: truncheon, tr. v., truncheon-ed, adj.

trundle, a., 1) a small wheel; 2) a small truck. —
Prob. a blend of OE. trendel, 'circle, ring, wheel',

and OF. trondeler, 'to roll, trundle' . See trundle, v.

trundle, tr. and intr. v.— Prob. a blend of trendle

and OF. trondeler, 'to roll', which is of Teut.

origin. Cp. MLG. trunt, 'round', LG. trundeln,

'to roll', which stand in gradational relationship

to OE. trendel, 'circle, ring, wheel'. See trendle.

Derivative: trundl-er, n.

trunk, n., 1) stem of a tree; 2) body. — ME.

tronke, trunke, fr. MF. (= F.) tronc, fr. L. trun-

cus, 'the stem, bole or trunk of a tree', prop, 'the

stem with the boughs lopped off', from the ad-

jective truncus, 'lopped off, broken off; maim-

ed, mutilated', which prob. stands for *troncos,

fr. I.-E. base *trank-, 'to press', whence also

Lith. trenkiii, trenkti, 'to shake, jolt', traiiksmas,

'turmoil, tumult', W. trwch, 'maimed'; prob.

not cogn. with E. throng. Cp. truncate, trun-

cheon, trunnion, trench. Cp. also bronco.

Derivatives: trunk, adj. and tr. v., trunk-ed, adj.

trunk, n., proboscis of the elephant. — From a

confusion of prec. word with trump, 'trumpet',

which was earlier used also in the sense of 'pro-

boscis', fr. F. trompe, 'trumpet; proboscis'.

trunnion, n., one of the two pivots projecting

from either side of the cannon. — F. trognon,

'core (of apple), stump (of cabbage)', fr. tronc,

'trunk'. See trunk, 'stem of a tree'.

truss, tr. v., to bind, fasten. — ME. trussen, fr.

OF. torcer, trusser, trousser, torser (F. trousser),

'to pack, bind, truss, fr. VL. *torcidre, 'to twist',

a derivative of *torca- 'bundle, torch'. See torch

and cp. torsel, trousse, trousseau, retrousse.

Derivatives: truss-ed, adj., truss-er, n., truss-ing,

adj. and n.

truss, n. — ME. trusse, fr. OF. torce, trusse,

trousse (F. trousse), trousse, 'bundle', back for-

mation fr. trousser, 'to pack, bind'. See truss, v.

trust, n. — ME. trust, trost, fr. ON. traust, 'con-

fidence' (Dan. trest, Swed. trost, 'comfort, con-

solation'), which is rel. to OFris. trast, MDu.,

Du. troost, 'comfort, consolation', OHG. trost,

'trust, fidelity', MHG. trost, G. Trost, 'comfort,

consolation', Goth, trausti, 'agreement, alli-

ance', OE. treowian, 'to believe, trust', treowe,

'faithful, trusty'. See true and cp. words there

referred to. Cp. also antnistion.
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Derivatives: trust, v. (q.v.), trust-ee, n., trust-ee-

ship, n., trust-ful, adj., trust-ful-ly, adv., trust-

ful-ess, n., trust-less, adj., trust-less-ly, adv.,

trust-less-ness, n., trust-y, adj., trust-i-ly, adv.,

trust-i-ness, n.

trust, tr. and intr. v. — ME. trusten, fr. trosten,

trusten, fr. ON. treysta, 'make strong, make

firm; to trust', which is rel. to ON. traust, 'con-

fidence', and to OS. trdstian, OHG. trosten,

MHG. troesten, G. trosten, 'to comfort, console'.

See trust, n.

Derivatives: trust-er, n., trust-ing, adj., trust-

ing-ly, adv., trust-ing-ness, n.

truth, n. — ME. trewthe, treuthe, trouthe, truthe,

truth, fr. OE. treowd, triewd, 'truth', fr. treowe,

'true'. See true and cp. troth, which is a doublet

of truth.

Derivatives: truth-ful, adj., irutlt-ful-ly, adv.,

truth-ful-ness, n.

Trutta,n., a subgenus of trouts((cAr/!.vo/.)— ML.

tructa, trutta, 'trout', fr. Late L. tructa, 'trout'.

See trout,

truttaceous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

trout. — ModL. truttdceus, fr. ML. trutta. See

prec. word and -aceous.

try, tr. and intr. v. — ME. trien, 'to select', fr.

AF. trier, fr. OF. (= F.) trier, 'to set apart, se-

lect', a word of doubtful origin. Its derivation

fr. VL. *trttdre, 'to rub down', freq. of terere,

'to rub, thresh, grind'—as suggested by most

philologists—must be rejected not only be-

cause of the great difference in meaning between

L. terere and F. trier but also because of pho-

netic reasons (VL. *tritdre could not have be-

come trior in OProven?.) Cp. trial.

Derivatives: try, n., triable (q.v.), try-ing, adj.,

try-ing-ly, adv., try-ing-ness, n.

tryma, n., a drupaceous nut (hot.) — ModL., fr.

Gk. TpO[jia, 'a hole', which is rel. to Tpfjixa, of

s.m., fr. I.-E. *t^-, zero degree of base *ter-, 'to

rub, rub by turning, turn, twist; to bore, pierce".

See throw and -ma and cp. Trema.

Trypanosoma, n., a genus of parasitic protozoans

(zool.) — ModL., fr. F. trypanosonie, coined by

Gruby ofParisin 1843 fr. Gk. Tpj-5:vov, -gim-

let, auger', and ooJixa, 'body'; see trepan, n.,

and soma, 'body'. The genus was so called be-

cause of the spindlelike shape.

Trypanosomatidae, n. pi., a family of protozoans

(zool.) — ModL., formed fr. prec. word with

suff. -idae.

trypanosome, n., a parasite of the genus Trypano-

soma (zool.) — See Trypanosoma,

trypanosomiasis, n., disease caused by the pres-

ence of trypanosome in the blood (med.) —
Medical L., formed fr. Trypanosoma with suff.

-iasis.

Trypetidae, n. pi., a family of muscoid flies (zool.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -idaefr. Trypeta,

name of the type genus, fr. Gk. ^p'jT:r,-ri<;, 'bo-

rer', fr. -rpOTtav, 'to bore', fr. TpuTnj, 'hole'. See

trepan, 'saw*.
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Tryphena, fem. PN. — L. Tryphaena, fr. Gk.
Tpuipaiva, lit. 'delicate', fr. Tpu9r), 'softness,

delicacy, daintiness', which is rel. to ftpiiTrretv,

'to break in pieces, enfeeble', and cogn. with

Lett, drubaza, 'fragment'.

trypsin, n., an enzyme formed in the pancreatic

juice (biochem.) — G. Trypsin, coined by the

German physiologist Wilhelm Friedrich Kuhne
(1837-1900) in 1874, prob. fr. Gk. xpusiv, 'to

rub down, wear out', with the ending -psin, on
analogy ofpepsin, and so called by him because

it was obtained (by Danilewsky in 1862) through

rubbing down the pancreas with glycerin. Gk.
Tpustv is rel. to tEpui;, 'weak', lit. 'rubbed off',

and to Tsipstv (for *T£p-ieiv), 'to rub'; see

throw. It is also possible that—in spite of the

Gk. t—the word Trypsin goes back to Gk.
Tpiijji.!;, 'a rubbing', fr. xpfpeiv, 'to rub', which

is rel. to Tsipeiv, 'to rub' (see above).

trysail, n. (naut.) — Compounded of try and sail,

tryst, n., an appointment to meet, meeting. —
ME. tryst, trist, tristre, fr. OF. triste, tristre,

'waiting or watching place', fr. ON. treystask,

'to depend upon, rely upon', refl. of treysta.

See trust, v.

Derivatives: tryst, tr. and intr. v., tryst-er, n.,

tryst-ing, n.

tsadhe, tsade, n., name of the I9th letter of the

Hebrew alphabet. —• See tzadhe.

tsar, n. — See czar,

tsetse, n., tsetse fly, — S. African Du., from a

Bantu word of imitative origin.

Tsuga, n., a genus of plants, the hemlock {hot.)

— ModL., fr. Jap. tsuga, 'larch'.

Tsung-li-yamen, n., Chinese foreign office. —
Chin., lit. 'general management office', fr. tsung,

'general', //', 'managing', and yamen, 'office', lit.

'gate with flags'. See yamen.

tuatara, n., a New Zealand lizard.— Maori, com-
pounded of tua, 'on the back', and tara, 'spine'.

tub, n., an open wooden vessel. — ME. tobbe,

tubbe, fr. MFlem. tobbe, tubbe, which is rel. to

OHG. zubar, zuibar, 'vessel with two handles,

wine vessel", MHG., G. zuber, 'tub'; prob. not

fr. L. tubus, "tube', but rel. to E. two, hence lit.

meaning 'anything that has two handles'.

Derivatives: tub, intr. v., tubb-er, n., tubb-ing,

verbal n., tubb-ish, adj., tubb-y, adj.

tuba, n., a musical instrument. — L., 'trumpet',

of uncertain origin.

tubal, adj., pertaining to a tube. — Formed with

adj. suff. -al fr. L. tubus. See next word.

tube, n., a hollow cylindrical body; a pipe. — F.,

fr. L. tubus, 'a pipe', which is rel. to tuba, 'trum-

pet'. See tuba and cp. tubule, intubate.

Derivatives: tube, tr. v., tub-er, n., tub-ing, n.

tuber, n., 1) a short thickened underground stem;

2) a swelling or prominence. — L. tOber, 'a

swelling, hump, protuberance', fr. I.-E. *tu-bh-,

'to swell', whence also ON. pQfa, 'mound, hill'.

Cp. I.-E. *tu-m; appearing in tumere, 'to swell'.

Both *ta-bk- and *tu-m- are enlargements of

I.-E. base *tu-, 'to swell'. See tumid and cp.

protuberant, tubercle, tuberculosis. Cp. also

truffle.

Tuberaceae, n. pi., a famUy of fungi (bat.)

ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. ModL.
Tdber, name of the type genus, fr. L. tuber. See
prec. word.

tuberaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

tubercle, n., a small prominence. — L. tubercu-

lum, 'a small swelling', dimin. oftHber. See tuber

and -cle.

Derivative: tubercl-ed, adj.

tubercul-, form of tuberculo- before a vowel.

tubercular, adj., 1) of the nature of a tubercle; 2)

covered with tubercles; 3) pertaining to, or af-

fected with, tuberculosis.— ModL. tUberculdris,

fr. L. tuberculum. See tubercle and -ar.

Tubercularia, n., a genus of fungi (hot.)— ModL.
Taberculdria, formed fr. tUberculdris (see prec.

word) with suff. -aria.

Tuberculariaceae, n. pi,, a family of fungi (hot.)

— Formed from prec. word with suff. -aceae.

tuberculariaceous, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

tuberculate, adj., 1) characterized by tubercles; 2)

tubercular. — Medical L. tuberculdtus, formed
fr. L. tuberculum (see tubercle) with adj. suff.

-ate.

Derivatives: tuberculat-ed, adj., tuberculate-ly,

adv., tuberculat-ion, n.

tuberculin, tuberculine, n., preparation made
from a culture of the tubercle bacillus, used in

the diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis. —
Formed fr. L. tuberculum (see tubercle) with

chem. suff. -in, -ine.

tuberculo-, before a vowel tubercul-, combining

form meaning; 1) tuberculous; 2) tubercle ba-

cillus ; 3) tuberculosis. — Fr. L. tuberculum. See

tubercle,

tuberculoid, adj., resembling a tubercle. — A hy-

brid coined fr. L. tuberculum (see tubercle) and

Gk, -osiSiQi;, 'like', fr. elSo?, 'form, shape'. See

-oid.

tuberculosed, adj. — Formed fr. next word with

suff. -ed.

tuberculosis, n. (med.) — A Medical L. hybrid

coined fr. L. tuberculum (see tubercle) and -osis,

a suff. of Greek origin. The name tuberculosis

was given to this disease because it is accom-
panied by the formation of tubercles in the lungs,

a circumstance first noticed by Richard Morton
in London (in 1689).

tuberculous, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L.

tuberculum. See tubercle,

tuberose, adj., tuberous. — L. tdberosus. See

tuberous,

tuberose, n., a bulbous plant, Polianthes tuberosa.

— ModL., prop. fem. of the Latin adjective tU-

berdsus, 'full of protuberances'. See tuberous,

tuberosity, n. — MF. (= F.) tuberosity, fr. L. tu-

berosus. See prec. word and -ity.

tuberous, adj., 1) having tubers {hot.); 2) knobby.
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— F. tubireux (km. lubereuse), it. h. tuberosus,

'full of protuberances', fr. tuber. See tuber and

-ous.

Derivatives: tuberous-ly, adv., tuberous-ness, n.

tubular, adj., having the form of a tube.— Form-

ed with suff. -ar fr. L. tubulus. See tubule,

tubulation, n., the act of making a tube or hol-

lowing into a tube. — L. tubulatio, gen. -onis,

fr. L. tubulatus, pp. of tuhuldre. See next word

and -ation.

tubule, n., a small tube. — F., fr. L. tubulus,

dimin. of tubus. See tube and -ule.

tubuli-, combining form meaning; 1) tubule; 2)

tubular. — Fr. L. tubulus. See next word.

tubulous, adj., 1) resembling a tube; 2) containing

tubes. — ModL. tubulosus, fr. L. tubulus. See

tubule and -ous.

tuck, tr. and intr. v., to draw up in folds. — ME.

tuken, tucken, 'to pull, tuck', fr. OE. tucian, 'to

ill-treat, afflict', lit. 'to tug' ; rel. to MLG., MDu.

tucken, 'to tug*, OHG. zucchen, zucken, MHG.,

G. zucken, 'to pull, jerk'. See tug.

Derivatives: tuck, n., tuck-er, n. and tr. v., tuck-

ing, adj.

tuck, n., to sound (said of a drum). — ME. tuk-

ken, fr. ONF. toquer, 'to strike, beat', prop, a

Northern form of toucher, 'to touch; to strike'.

See touch and cp. words there referred to.

Derivative: tuck, n., the sound of a drum.

tucket, n., aflourish of trumpets.— Formed from

prec. word with suff. -et.

tucu tucu, n., a burrowing rodent of S. America.

— Sp. tucutucu, fr. Guarani tucutucu, imitative

of its cry.

-tude, suff. corresponding in meaning to E. -ness.

— F., fr. L. -tudo, gen. -tudinis, forming nouns

from adjectives and pp.s. It is prop, a compound

of the suff. -iu-s (e.g. ac-tus, 'the act of driving')

and -do- (as in cupl-do, 'desire'), which both serve

to form abstract nouns from verbs.

Tuesday, n. — ME. Tiwesdai, Twisdai, Tuesdai,

fr. OE. Tiwesdxg ('day of Tfw'). Tlw is an an-

cient Teutonic war god, identified with the Ro-

man Mars. The name Tiw is etymologically con-

nected with Gk. Zeijc, gen. Ai6(;, the first ele-

ment in L. Dies-piter, Ju(p)-piter and with L. deus,

'god'. ON. Tyrsdagr, Tysdagr (Dan. Tirsdag),

OFris. ties-dei, OHG. Ziostag (MHG. Ziestac),

lit. 'the day of Tyr\ resp. 'the day of Ziu', are the

exact equivalents of OE. Tfwesdseg. These words

are prop, a loan translation of L. Mortis dies,

'the day of Mars, Tuesday' (whence It. martedi.

Rum. marfi. Proven?, di martz, Sp. martes), \X-

self a loan translation ofGk."Apsui; 7; [jLEp a, 'the

day of Ares'. For the first element see deity and

cp. Zeus, Jupiter, for the second see day.

tufa, n., a porous rock. — It. tufa, fr. L. tofus,

tophus, 'volcanic rock', which is an Osco-

Umbrian loan word. Cp. tophus and tuff.

tufaceous, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, tufa.

Formed from prec. word with suff. -aceous.

tuff. n.. tufa. — F. tuf, fr. It. tufa. See tufa.
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tuft, n.— ME. tuft, prob. formed with excrescent

-t fr. OF. tufe, toffe (F. touffe), 'tuft of hair', which

is of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. zopf, 'end, tip, tuft

of hair', ON. toppr, 'tuft of hair',' and see top,

'the highest part of anything'. Cp. also toff.

Derivatives: tuft, tr. and intr. \., tuft-ed, adj.,

tuft-er, n., tuft-y, adj.

tug, tr. and intr. v. — ME. tuggen, an intensive

verb formed fr. OE. teon and corresponding to

OHG. zucchen, zucken, 'to pull, jerk" [whence

MHG., zucken, of s.m., MHG., G. zucken, 'to

draw quickly' (a sword, etc.)], intensive form of

ziohan (MHG., G. ziehen), 'to draw, pull'. See

tow, 'to draw', and cp. toggle.

Derivatives: tug, n., tugg-er, n., tugg-ery, n.,

tugg-ing, adj., tugg-ing-ly, adv.

tuille, n., in medieval armor, plate of steel cov-

ering the thigh. — OF. (= F.) tuile, metathesis

of tiule, fr. L. tegula. See tile,

tuism, n., use of the second person. — Formed

fr. L. tu, 'thou' (see thou), with suff. -ism, on

analogy of egoism.

tuition, n., 1) instruction ; 2) payment for instruc-

tion. — ME. tuicioun, fr. OF. tuicion, fr. L. tui-

tionem, ace. of tuitio, 'a looking after, defense,

guardianship', fr. tuitus, pp. of tueor, tueri, 'to

look at, regard, consider; to preserve, guard,

defend'. See tutor and cp. intuition. Cp. also

thews.

Derivatives: tuition-al, tuition-ary, adjs.

tularemia, tularaemia, n., a disease characterized

by intermittent fever and caused by the Bacte-

rium tularense (med.) — Medical L., coined by

Edward Francis of the United States Public

Health Service in 1919 fr. Tulare county in Cali-

fornia, and Gk. alua, 'blood' ; so called by him

because the squirrels affected by this disease and

used for experiment had been collected in Tulare

county. For the second element see hemal.

tule, n., bulrush. — Sp., a Nahuatl loan word.

tulip, n. — F. tulipe, earlier tulipan (cp. It. tuli'pa-

no and Sp. tulipan), fr. Turk, tulbend, 'white

tulip', lit. 'turban (plant)', (see turban) ; so called

in allusion to its resemblance to a turban. The

element an was first dropped in obsol. Du. tuli-

pa, Du. tulp, owing to a confusion with the suff.

-an.

Derivative: tulip-y, adj.

tulle, n., a thin silk, rayon or nylon net. — Fr.

Tulle, name of the chief tow n of the department

Correze in France.

tulwar, n., a curved saber used in N. India. —
Hind, talmr, fr. OI. taravarih, 'a one-edged

sword', which is of uncertain etymology.

tumble, intr. and tr. v. — ME. tumblen, freq. of

tumben, fr. OE. tumbian, 'to tumble, dance,

jump', rel. to MLG. tummelen, 'to turn, dance,

jump', Du. tuimelen, 'to tumble', OHG.
tumon, *tumalon, MHG. tUmen, tumeln, G. tau-

meln, 'to turn, reel'. These words derive fr. Teut.

base *du-, which prob. corresponds to I.-E. base

*dheu-, 'to fly about like dust, be scattered'.

whence OI. dhunoti, Gk. &eTov [for *-9-fla-

(sjiov], 'brimstone'. See thio- and freq. suff.

-le and cp. tumbrel.

Derivatives: tumbler (q.v.), tumbl-ing, adj.,

tumbl-y, adj.

tumbler, n., 1) one who tumbles; one who per-

forms tumbling tricks, an acrobat; 2) a large

drinking glass (so called because orig. it had a
rounded or pointed bottom and could not be
set down until emptied). — ME., fr. tumblen.

See tumble and agential suff. -er.

tumbrel, tumbril, n., 1) formerly, an instrument
of torture; 2) a farmer's cart; 3) any of the carts

used to convey victims to the guillotine during
the French Revolution; 4) a two-wheeled mili-

tary cart. — ME. tomberel, tombrel, fr. OF.
tumbrel, tumberel (F. tombereau), a blend ofOF.
tumeriau, 'tumbrel', and tomber, 'to fall, tum-
ble'. OF. tumeriau derives fr. turner, 'to skip,

gambol, romp', fr. Frankish *tiimon, which is

rel. to OHG. tUmon, 'to turn, reel' ; see tumble.

F. tomber, together with Rum. tumbd, Sp. lum-
bar. It. tombolare, 'to tumble', is prob. of imita-

tive origin.

tumefacient, adj., causing swelling. — L. tume-

faciens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of tumefacere. See
tumefy and -facient.

tumefaction, n., swelling. — MF. (= F.) tume-

faction, fr. L. tumefactus, pp. oi tumefacere. See
next word and -ion.

tumefy, tr. v., to cause to swell; intr. v., to swell.

— F. tumefier, fr. L. tumefacere, 'to cause to

swell', fr. tumere, 'to swell', and -ficdre, fr. fa-

cere, 'to make, do'. See tumid and -fy.

tumescent, adj., slightly swollen. — L. tumescens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of tumescere, 'to begin to

swell", formed from the stem of tumere, 'to

swell', with the inchoative suff. -escere. See next

word and -esCent.

tumid, adj. — L. tumidus, 'swollen", formed with

suff. -idus (see -id) fr. tumere, 'to swell', which
is rel. to tumor, "swelling, protuberance", tumu-
lus, 'a raised heap of earth, a mound', and cogn.

with OI. tuiunuih, 'fruitful, strong", ttimrah, 'tur-

gid, fat", Avestic tUnm, 'fat', OE. pHrna, 'thumb',

pymel, 'thimble", fr. I.-E. *tumo-, enlargement
of base *!u-, 'to swell', whence also Gk. xiiXoi;,

T'j>.7), 'a swelling, rising", OSlav. tyJQ, tyti, 'to

become fat", tuku, 'fat', Lith. taukat, 'fat', tdu-

kas, 'pieces of fat', tunku, tukti, Lett, tukt, 'to be-

come fat', OE. jjeoh, pioh, 'thigh', and the first

element in OSIa\'. tys^sta, tysqsta, Goth. pUsun-

di. OE. jyusend, 'thousand'. Cp. tumefy, tumor,

tumult, tumulus, intumesce. Cp. also obtiu-ate.

Satyr, soma, 'body', tomb, tomentum, total,

tuber, turion, tylanis, tyloma, tylosis, Typha,
tyro-, and the second element in catacomb. Cp.
also tliigh, thimble, thole, n., thumb and the first

element in thousand.

tumor, tumour, n. — L. tumor, 'swelling, protu-

berance', fr. tumere. See prec. word and -or.

tumorous, adj., pertaining to a tumor. — L.

tungstenite

tumorosus, fr. tumor. See prec. word and
-ous.

tumular, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a
tumulus.— Formed with suff. -ar fr. L. tumulus.

See next word.

tumult, n. — ME. tumulte, fr. MF. (= F.) tu-

multe, fr. OF., fr. L. tumultus, 'an uproar, dis-

turbance', which is rel. to tumere, 'to swell'. See

tumid.

Derivatives: tumult, intr. v., tumult-er, n.,

tumultuary (q.v.), tumultuous (q.v.)

tumultuary, n. — L. tumultudrius, fr. tumultus.

See prec. word and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: tumultuari-ly, adv., tumultuari-ness,

n.

tumultuate, intr. v., to raise a tumult; tr. v., to

make tumultuous. — L. tumultuor, tumultudrl,

'to raise a tumult', fr. tumultus. See tumult and

verbal suff. -ate.

tumultuation, n., the act of raising a tumult. —
L. tumultudtio, gen. -onis, fr. tumultudtus, pp. of

tumultudrl. See prec. word and -ion.

tumultuous, adj. — L. tumultuosus, 'full of bustle,

full of confusion, turbulent', formed with suff.

-dsus, fr. tumultus. See tumult and -ous.

Derivatives: tumultuous-ly, adv., tumultuous-

ness, n.

tumulus, n., mound, esp. a sepulchral mound. —
L., rel. to tumere, 'to swell'. See tumid.

tun, liy, a large cask. — ME. tonne, tunne, fr. OE.
tunrte, 'a large cask'. See ton and cp. tunnel.

Derivative: tun, tr. v., tunn-er, n., tunn-ery, n.

t^a, n., the great tunny. — American Sp. equiv-

alent to tunny.

tund, tr. and intr. v., to pound, beat (obsol.) — L.

tundere, 'to beat, strike, thump', rel. to tudes,

gen. -ditis, 'hammer', and cogn. with OI. tun-

date, tuddti, 'he thrusts', which is cogn. with

Goth, stautan, ON. stauta, 'to push, thrust'. See

stint and cp. words there referred to.

tundra, n., plain in Northern Russia. — Russ., fr.

Lapp tun-tur, lit. 'a marshy plain". See Ernest

Weekley, A Concise Etymological Dictionary of

Modern English, p. 450.

tune, n., 1) melody; 2) harmony. — ME., fr. AF.

tun, corresponding to F. ton, "tone'. See tone.

Derivatives: tune, tr. and intr. v., tun-able, adj.,

tun-able-ness, n., tun-abl-y, adv., tune-ful, adj.,

tune-ful-ly, adv., tune-ful-ness, n., tune-less, adj.,

tune-less-ly, adv., tune-less-ness, n.

tungstate, n., a salt of tungstic acid (chem.) —
Formed from next word with chem. suff. -ate.

tungsten, n., a rare metallic element (chem.) —
Coined by its discoverer, the Swedish chemist

Karl Wilhelm Scheele (1742-86), in 1780 fr.

Swed. lung, 'heavy', and sten, 'stone' (see stone).

Derivatives : tungsten-ic, adj., tungstenite (q.v.),

tungst-ic, adj., tungstite (q.v.)

tungstenfferous, adj., containing tungsten. — A
hybrid coined fr. prec. word and -ferous, a suff.

of Latin origin.

tungstenite, n., tungsten sulfide, WS, (mineral.)



tu ngstite

— A hybrid coined fr. tungsten and subst. suflf.

-ite (fr. Gk. -iTr\<;).

tungstite, n., tungsten trioxide, WO3 (mineral.)—
See prec. word.

tungsto-, combining form meaning tungsten. —
See tungsten.

tunic, n., 1) a sliirtlike garment worn by men and

women in ancient Greece and Rome ; 2) a blouse-

like garment; 3) a military coat; 4) a tunicle.

— ME. tunice, tunece, fr. F. tunique, (or direct-

ly) fr. L. tunica, which stands for *ctunica and

was borrowed, prob. through the medium of the

Phoenicians, fr. Aram, kittund, fr. Heb. kutto-

neth, 'tunic', whence also Gk. j}.™"^)- See chiton

and cp. tourniquet. For the disappearance of the

initial k cp. ptisan.

Tunicata, n. pL, a group of marine animals with

thick outer covering (zool.) — ModL., prop.

neut. pi. of L. tunicdtus. See next word.

tunicate, adj., covered with a tunic. — L. tunicd-

tus, pp. of tunicdre, 'to clothe with a tunic', fr.

tunica. See tunic and adj. suff. -ate.

tunicle, n. — L. tunicula, dimin. of tunica. See

tunic and -cle.

tunnel, n. — ME. tonel, fr. OF. tonel (= F. ton-

neau), 'cask, tun', dimin. of tonne, 'tun', which

derives fr. ML. tunna, tonna, of s.m. See ton

and cp. tonneau.

Derivatives: tunnel, tr. and intr. v., tunneKO-er,

n., tunnel(l)-ing, n.

tunny, n., any of several large sea fishes of the

order of the mackerels. — From early tonn, fr.

MF. (= F.) than, fr. OProveng. ton, fr. L. thun-

mis (whence also It. tonne), fr. Gk. duvvo;,

'tunny', fr. Heb. tannin, 'sea monster'. Gk.

diivvo; was influenced in form by diivveiv, 'to

shake'.

tup, n., a ram. — ME. tuppe, of uncertain origin.

tupek, n., an Eskimo summerhouse. — Eskimo

tupek, 'tent'.

Turanian, adj., pertaining to a group of Asiatic

peoples or their languages.— Formed with suff.

-ian fr. Pers. Turdn, name of the region north-

east of Persia.

turban, n. — F. turban, earlier turbant, tulban,

tolliban, fr. Turk, tulbend, fr. Pers. dulbdnd,

'turban'. Cp. tulip.

Derivative: turban-ed, adj.

turbary, n., the right to dig peat. — Late L. tur-

bdria, 'place where peat is dug', fr. turba, 'turf,

peat'. See turf.

Turbellaria, n., a class of flatworms (helminthol.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -aria fr. L. turbel-

lae (pi.), 'bustle, stir', dimin. of turba, 'crowd'

(see turbid and -ella) ; so called from the little

currents caused in the water by their cilia).

turbid, adj. — L. turbidus, 'confused, disordered,

muddy', fr. turbdre, 'to confuse, bewilder', fr.

turba, 'uproar, confusion, crowd', whence also

turbo, gen. turbinis, 'that which spins; violent

motion, a spinning top, whirl, whirlwind, hur-

ricane*; very prob. not cogn. with, but borrow-
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ed from, Gk. TiipPr], 'confusion, tumult, dis-

order', which prob. derives fr. L-E. base *twer-,

*tur-, 'to turn, whirl'. Cp. trouble, trowel, Tur-

bellaria, turbine, turbit, turbo, turbulent, disturb,

perturb, imperturable. Cp. also tunna. For the

ending see 1st suff. -id.

Derivatives : turbid-ity, n., tuxbid-ly, adv. , turbid-

ness, n.

turbinal, adj., spiral. — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. L. turbo, gen. turbinis, 'that which spins'. See

prec. word and cp. tourbillion.

turbinate, adj., resembling a top or a cone. — L.

turbindtus, 'shaped like a top', fr. turbo, gen.

turbinis. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives : turbinate, intr. and tr. v., turbinat-

ed, adj., turbinat-ion, n.

turbine, n., a water wheel serving as a motor. —
F., fr. L. turbinem, ace. of turbo, 'that which

spins'. See turbinal.

turbit, n., a kind of pigeon. — Prob. fr. L. turbo,

gen. turbinis, 'that which spins'. See turbinal.

Turbo, n., a genus of snails {zool.) — L. turbo,

gen. turbinis, 'that which spins'. See turbinal.

turbojet, n., a jet engine in which air is expanded

through a gas turbine which drives the com-

pressor {aeronautics). — Formed fr. turbine and

jet, n. (see jet, v.)

turbot, n., a large flatfish. — ME., fr. OF. tour-

bout (F. turbot), fr. OSwed. tornbut, lit. 'thorn

but'. See thorn and but, 'flatfish'.

turbulence, n.— Late L. turbulentia, 'trouble, dis-

quiet', fr. L. turbulentus. See turbulent and -ce.

turbulency, n., turbulence (archaic). — See prec.

word and -cy.

turbulent, adj., 1) disorderly; 2) disturbed; tu-

multous.— F., fr. L. turbulentus, 'agitated, con-

fused, disturbed, troubled', fr. turba, 'uproar,

confusion'. See turbid.

Derivatives: turbulent-ly, adv., turbulent-ness, n.

turco-, also turko-, combining form meaning 1)

Turkic; 2) Turkish and.— Fr. ML. Turcus, resp.

fr. Turk.

Turdidae, n. pi., the family of thrushes. — ModL.,

formed fr. Turdus with suff. -idae.

turdifonn, adj., having the form of a thrush. —
See Turdus and -form,

turdine, adj., pertaining to a family of singing

birds, the thrushes and bluebirds. — Formed fr.

Turdus with adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

turdoid, adj., thrushlike. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. turdus, 'thrush', and Gk. -oeiSy;;, 'like', fr.

eISo?, 'form, shape'. See Turdus and -oid.

Turdus, n., name of a genus of thrushes (zool.)—
L., 'thrush', prob. standing for *turzdos and

cogn. with ON. prostr, OE. prysee, 'thrush'. See

thrush, the bird.

tureen, n., a large dish for soup. — Fr. earlier

terrene, fr. MF. (= F.) terrine. See terrine.

turf, n. — ME., fr. OE., rel. to ON., Swed. torf,

Dan. terv, OFris. turf, OHG. zurba, LG. torf

(whence G. Torf). OI. darbhdh, 'tuft of grass',

seems to be the only cogn. outside Teut. F.

1665

tourbe, 'turf, is a Teut. loan word. Cp. turbary.

Derivatives: turf, tr. and intr. v., turf-en, adj.,

turf-y, adj., turf-i-ness, n.

turgescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

turgescent, adj., becoming turgid. — L. turges-

cens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of turgescere, 'to

begin to swell, swell up', inchoative of turgere.

See next word and -escent.

turgid, adj., swollen, inflated. — L. turgidus, fr.

turgere, 'to swell', which is of uncertain origin.

For the ending see 1st suff. -id.

Derivatives : turgid-ity, n., turgid-ly, adv., turgid-

ness, n.

turion, n., a scaly shoot growing from a subter-

ranean bud (fto?.)— L. turio, gen. -onis, 'a shoot,

sprout, tendril', which is of uncertain origin. It

possibly stands for *tu-rid and derives from the

stem of tumere, 'to swell'. See tumid and cp. ob-

turate.

Turk, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.) Turc, fr. ML.
Turcus, fr. MGk. ToCpxo?, fr. Turkish-Pers.

Turk. Cp. turkey, turquoise.

Derivatives: Turki, Turk-ic (qq.v.), Turk-ic-ize,

tr. v., Turki-fy, tr. v., Turk-ish, adj. and n.,

Turk-ish-ly, adv., Turk-ish-ness, n.

Turkey, n. — F. Turquie, fr. ML. Turchia, fr.

Turcus, 'Turk'. See prec. word.

turkey, n. — The name was applied orig. to the

guinea fowl, imported from Africa through trad-

ers who dealt chiefly with the Near East (and

for this reason were called 'Turkey-merchants')

;

hence the birds sold by these merchants came
to the known as turkeys. See prec. word.

Turki, adj., pertaining to the Southern Turkic,

including Turkish. — Pers. Turki, fr. Turk. See

Turk.

Derivative: Turki, n., the Turki languages.

Turkic, adj., designating, or pertaining to, a sub-

family of Altaic languages divided into South-

ern (= Turki), Eastern, Central and Western
branches. — Formed fr. Turk with suff. -ic.

Derivative : Turkic, n., the Turkic subfamily of
languages.

turko-. See turco-.

Turkoman, n. — ML. Turcomannus, fr. Pers.

Turkman, lit. Turklike', fr. Turk, 'Turk', and
-man, 'like".

turma, n., troop, squadron of horse (Roman
antiq.) — L., of uncertain origin. It is possibly

rel. to turba, crowd' (see turbid).

turmeric, n., an aromatic plant of the ginger fam-
ily (Curcuma longa).— Fr. earlier tormarith, tar-

maret, fr. F. terre merite, 'saffron', fr. ML. terra

merita ( = deserved earth'), a folk-etymological

corruption of Arab, kurkum, 'curcuma'. See
Curcuma.

turmoil, n., tumult. — Perh. a folk-etymological

alteration (after E. turn and moil) of OF. tre-

mouille, tremuie (whence F. trimie), 'mill hop-
per', fr. L. trimodia, a collateral form of trimo-

dium, 'a vessel containing three modii', fr. tri-

turpitude

and modius, name of a measure, which is rel. to

modus, 'measure'. See mode. Cp. It. tramoggia,

OProven?. tremueia, Catal. tremuja. Port, tra-

monha, 'mill hopper', which all derive fr. L. tri-

modia.

Derivatives : turmoil, tr. and intr. v. , turmoil-er, n .

turn, tr. and intr. v. — ME. turnen, tournen, part-

ly fr. OE. tyrnan, turnian, partly fr. OF. torner,

turner (F. tourner) which both derive fr. L. tor-

ndre, 'to turn in a lathe; to turn, fashion', fr.

tornus, 'lathe; graver's tool', fr. Gk. T6pvo(;,

'turner's wheel, graver's tool, a tool for drawing

a circle', which is rel. to xopsii?, 'graver's tool*,

Topsiisiv, 'to bore through; to work in relief,

fr. I.-E. base *ter-, 'to rub, rub by turning, turn,

twist; to pierce'. See throw and cp. toreutic. Cp.

also attorn, attorney, contour, contoumi, detour,

return, tour, tourmasin, tournament, tourney,

tourniquet, toumure, turnip, turnpike, turnsole.

Derivatives: turn, n. (q.v.), turn-able, adj., turn-

er, n., turn-ery, n., turn-ing, n.

turn, n. — ME., fr. OF. torn, later tour (F. tour),

back formation fr. torner, turner (F. tourner).

See turn, v.

Tumicidae, n. pi., the family of button quails

(ornithol.) — ModL., formed fr. Tumix with

suff. -idae.

turnip, n. — Prob. a contraction of turn-nip and
derived fr. /ME. turnen, 'to turn', and nepe,

'turnip' and so called in allusion to the round

shape of the root. See turn, v., and navew.

Derivatives: turnip, tr. v., turnip-y, adj.

Tumix, n., a genus of birds, the button quail

(ornithol^ — ModL., aphetic for L. coturnlx, 'a

quail', which is dissimilated fr. earlier cocturnfx,

quocturnix, from base *q"ok-, imitative of the

quail's cry. Cp. Cotumix. For a similar imitative

base cp. quail, the bird.

turnpike, n. — Compounded of turn, v., and pike,

'shaft'. Turnpike orig. denoted a revolving frame

provided with pikes.

Derivative: turnpike, tr. v.

turnsole, n., sunflower. — ME. turnesole, fr. MF.
(= F.) tournesol, fr. It. tornasole or Sp. tornasol,

lit. 'that which turns to the sun", fr. tornare

(resp. tornar), 'to turn", and sole (resp. sol), 'sun'.

See turn, v., and Sol. For sense development cp.

girasot and heliotrope.

turpentine, n., 1) oleoresin exuding from the tere-

binth ; 2) oleoresin derived from various conif-

erous trees. — ME. terebentyne, terbentyne, fr.

OF. turbentine, terebentine (F. terebenthine), fr.

ML. terebintina (resina), 'terebinthine resin", fr.

L. terebinlhus, fr. Gk. -repepiv^oc, 'the turpen-

tine tree'. See terebinth.

turpeth, n., the root of an Asiatic plant (Ipomoea
turpethum), used as a purgative. — MF. turbit

(F. turbith), fr. Arab, tiirbad, in VArab. pronun-
ciation turbid, fr. Pers. tirbid, 'a purge'.

turpitude, n., depravity, infamy. — MF. (= F.),

fr. L. turpitudinem, ace. of turpituds, 'ugliness,

foulness', fr. turpis, 'ugly, unsightly, unseemly;



turps

disgraceful, shameful, infamous, foul', which is

of uncertain origin. It possibly meant orlg.

'twisted', and is rel. to trepit, 'he turns', and

cogn. with Gk. TpsTtsiv, 'to turn', TpoTro?,

-rpoTCrj, 'a turn'. See trope and cp. words there

referred to. For the ending see sufif. -tude.

turps, n. — Colloquial abbrev. of turpentine,

turquoise, n., 1) a greenish-blue mineral; 2) the

turquoise color. — ME. turkeis, fr. MF. tur-

quoyse (F. turquoise), fern, oiturquoys (turquois),

'Turkish', taken as a noun, fr. turc, 'Turk, Turk-

ish' ; so called because first brought to Europe

from the Sinai peninsula, which at that time be-

longed to Turkey. See Turkey,

turret, n., a small tower. — ME. turet, toret, fr.

MF. torete, turete (F. tourette), dimin. of OF.

tor, tur, fr. L. turris, 'tower'. See tower, n., and

-et.

Derivative: turret-ed, adj.

turriculated, adj., resembling a small turret or

turrets. — Formed with the adj. sufi&xes -ate

and -ed fr. L. turricula, 'little tower', dimin. of

turris, 'tower'. See tower and -cule and cp. prec.

word.

turrilite, n., a fossil cephalopod with long turret-

like shells. — ModL. lurrilites, a hybrid coined

fr. L. turris, 'tower', and Gk. Xi^o?, 'stone'. See

tower and -lite.

Turritella, n., a genus of gastropods with long

turretlike shells (zool.) — L., dimin. of turris,

'tower'. See tower and -ella.

tursio, n., the bottle-nosed dolphin (zool.) —
ModL., fr. L. tursio, 'dolphin, porpoise', fr. Gk.

ftupoicov, of s.m., which is possibly related to

S-iipCTOi;, 'a straight shaft'. See thyrsus,

turtle, n., turtledove (archaic). — ME., fr. OE.

turtle, formed fr. L. turtiir (with dissimilation of

the second r into /), which is of imitative origin.

Cp. Tetraonidae.

turtle, n., tortoise.— Sailor's alteration of F. tor-

tue, 'tortoise", after turtledove. See tortoise.

Derivative: turtle, intr. v.

Tuscan, adj. and n. — L. Tuscanus, 'Tuscan,

Etruscan', fr. Tuscus, which stands for *Truscus,

an aphetic form of Etruscus. See Etruscan and

cp. tower,

tush, interj. expressing contempt. — Of imitative

origin.

Derivatives: tush, intr. v., tush-ery, n.

tush, n., tusk; a canine tooth of a horse. — ME.

tusch, tosch, fr. OE. tusc. See next word.

tusk, n. — ME. tusch, tosch, fr. OE. tasc, which

stands for *tunpska- and is rel. to ON. tonn,

Goth, tunpus, 'tooth'. See tooth.

Derivatives: tusk, tr. and intr. v., tusk-ed, adj.,

tusk-y, adj.

tussah, n. — A var. of tussore,

tussal, adj., pertaining to cough (med.) — Form-

ed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. tussis, 'cough', which

is of uncertain origin. It is perh. rel. to tundere,

'to beat, strike, thump'. See tund and cp. tm-

slcular, Tussilago.
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tussar, tusser. — Variants of tussore,

tussicular, adj., characterized by a slight cough

(med:) — Late L. tussiculdris, fr. tussicula,

dimin. of L. tussis, 'cough'. See tUssal and the

suffixes -cule and -ar.

Tussilago, n., a genus ofplants, the coltsfoot (bot.)

— L. tussilago, 'coltsfoot', fr. tussis, 'a cough';

(see tussal); prop, loan translation of Gk.

p-^/tov, 'coltsfoot', from the stem of (Jri5, gen.

PYix<i?> 'a cough' ; the plant was so called in al-

lusion to its reputed medicinal qualities.

tussive, adj., connected with a cough. — Formed

with suff. -ive fr. L. tussis, 'cough'. See tussal.

tussle, intr. v., to fight, scufHe. — Freq. of ME.

-tusen (used only in compounds). See touse (q.v.)

and cp. tousle.

Derivative: tussle, n.

tussock, n., tuft of grass, etc. — Related to touse

and to dial. Swed. tuss, 'wisp of hay'. For the

ending see suflf. -ock.

Derivatives: tussock-ed, adj., tussock-er, n.,

tussock-y, adj.

tussore, tussar, tusser, tussah, n., coarse fiber pro-

duced by the silkworm^wMe'-a^a/'ap/iia.—Hind.

tasar, fr. OI. tdsaram, 'shuttle", which is rel. to

tamsayati, 'draws to and fro', and is cogn. with

Goth, at-pinsan, 'to attract', OHG. dinsan, 'to

draw', Lith. t^sti, 'to draw asunder, stretch'. All

these words derive fr. I.-E. base *ten-, 'to stretch,

extend'. See tend, 'to move in a certain direction".

Cp. trasarah, which is a blend of tdsaram and

trdsati, 'trembles, quivers'.

tut, interj. expressing contempt. — Imitative.

tutelage, n., guardianship. — Formed with suff.

-age fr. L. tutela, 'charge, guardianship', fr. tu-

tus. See tutor,

tutelar, tutelary, adj. — Formed with suff. -ar,

resp. -ary, fr. L. tutela. See prec. word.

tutor, n. — ME. tutour, fr. OF. tutour (F. tuteur),

fr. L. tutorem, ace. oi tutor, 'defender, guardian',

fr. tutus, syncopated form of tuitus, pp. of tugri,

'to guard, protect', which is of uncertain origin.

It is possibly cogn. with Goth, piup, 'that which

is good', ON. pydr, 'mild, friendly", Olr. tuath,

'left, northern', i.e. 'good, favorable'. The pri-

mary meaning of tueri seems to have been 'to

show friendliness to somebod\". Cp. tuition,

tutelage, intuition.

Derivatives: tutor, tr. and intr. \.. tutor-age, r\..,

tutor-er, n., tutor-ess, n., tutor-ial, adj., tutor-ial-

ly, adv., tutor-ly, adv.

tutoyer, tr. v., to thee and thou. — F., formed

with suff. -er (for L. -are), fr. F. tu, 'thou' (fr. L.

tu), and toi, 'thou; thee' (used emphatically)

(fr. L. te, ace. of /«). See thou and cp. the English

term 'to thee and thou'.

tutsan, n., St. John's wort (Hypericum androsae-

mum). — F. toute saine, for plante toute saine,

lit. 'an entirely wholesome plant', fem. of tout,

'all, entire', and of sain, 'healthy, wholesome'.

See total and sane,

tutti, n., 1) all players; 2) all musical instruments.

— It., pi. of tutto, 'air, fr. L. totus. See total,

tutti-frutti, sweetmeat made of different kinds of

fruits. — It., lit. 'all fruits', pi. of tutto, 'all' (fr.

L. totus), and frutto, 'fruit' (fr. L. frOctus). See

total and fruit.

tutty, n., crude oxide of zinc. — ME. lutie, fr.

MF. (= F.) tutie, fr. Port, tutia, fr. Arab.

tutiyd', fr. Pers. tutiya\

tuum, pron., thine. — L., neut. sing, of the pos-

sessive pron. of the 2nd person, fr. tu, 'thou'.

See thou.

tu-whit, tu-whoo, interj. imitating the owl's cry.

Derivative: tu-whit, tu-whoo, intr. v.

tuxedo, n., a man's evening dress for semiformal

occasions. — Fr. Tuxedo Park, around Tuxedo

Lake, near New York. The word is a corruption

of p'tuksit, the name of the wolf in a N. Ameri-

can Indian dialect, which lit. means 'he has a

round foot'.

tuyere, n., pipe for pumping air into a furnace.—
F., 'pipe', rel. to tuyau, 'pipe, tube'. See tewel.

Twaddell, n., a hydrometer used for measuring

densities greater than that of water. — Named
after its inventor.

twaddle, tr. and intr. v., to talk in a silly way; n.,

a silly talk. — Of imitative origin. Cp. tattle,

twattle.

Derivative: twaddl-er, n.

twain, adj. and n., two (archaic) ox poetic. — ME.
tweien, twein, fr. OE. twegen, masc, 'two". See

two.

twang, intr. and tr. v. and n. — Of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. tang, 'to ring".

twangle, intr. and tr. v., to twang (rare); n., a

twang (rare). — Formed fr. twang with freq.

suff. -le.

Derivative: twangl-er, n.

twattle, intr. and tr. v., to twaddle; n., a twaddle.

— Of imitative origin. Cp. tattle, twaddle,

twayblade, n., an orchidaceous plant character-

ized by two broad leaves. — Lit. 'two blades",

compounded of archaic tway, 'two' (see twain),

and blade.

tweak, tr. v., to twitch. — ME. twikken, fr. OE.

twiccian. Cp. twitch, which is a palatalized var.

of tweak.

Derivatives: tweak-er, n., tweak-y, adj.

tweed, n., a twilled fabric. — Alteration of Scot.

tweel = E. twill under the influence of Tweed,

name of a Scottish river flowing through the

region where this cloth is manufactured.

Derivatives: tweed-ed, tweed-y, adjs., tweed-i-

ness, n.

tweedle, intr. v., to sing; to whistle; tr. v., to play

(a musical instrument ; n., a tweedling sound.—
Of imitative origin. Cp. twiddle and next word.

tweedledum and tweedledee, designation of two

persons or things that are almost exactly alike

and differ only in name.— Coined from tweedle

by the English poet John Byrom (1692-1763) (in

his satire On the Feud Between Handel and Bo-

noncini).

'tween, prep. — Abbreviation of between.

tweet, interj. and n., a chirping sound; intr. v.,

to utter a tweet. — Imitative. Cp. twitter.

tweeze, n., a case of surgical instruments (obsol.)

— For twees, an aphetic form of etwees, pi. of

etwee, fr. F. etui, 'case, box, sheath". See etui.

tweeze, tr. v., to pluck with or as with tweezers

(colloq.) — Back formation from next word.

tweezers, n. pi., small pincers used for grasping

small objects. — Alteration of tweeze, n., after

scissors.

twelfth, adj. and n. — ME. twelfthe, fr. earlier

twelfte, fr. OE. twelfta, fr. /we//' (see twelve); cp.

ON. tolfti, Swed. tolfte, Dan., Norw. tolvte,

OFris. twelefta, twilifta, Du. twaalfde, OHG.
zwelifto, zwelefto, MHG. zwelfte, G. zwolfte,

'twelfth'.

twelve, adj. and n. — ME. twelf, twelve, fr. OE.

twelf, rel. to OS. twelif, ON. tolf, Swed. tolf,

Dan., Norw. tolv, OFris. twelef, twelif, MDu.
twalef, Du. twaalf, OHG. zwelif, MHG. zwelif,

zwelef, zwelf, G. zwolf, Goth, twalif. These

words are compounds meaning lit. 'two left after

(ten)', 'two added (to ten)'. For the first element

see two. The second element is cogn. with L. lin-

quere, Gk. XeLTreiy, 'to leave behind" ; see loan,

relinqui^li aiid cp. eleven. Outside Teutonic cp.

Lith. dvy-lika, 'twelve', which is the exact equiv-

alent of the above Teut. words, not only in

meaning but also in derivation.

twelvemo, n., the same as duodecimo.— A hybrid

arising from the misreading of the abbreviation

(12 mo (= duodecimo) for twelvemo. See twelve

and cp. duodecimo and words there referred to.

twentieth, adj. and n. — ME. twentithe, formed

fr. twenty on analogy offourth, fr.four, etc.; see

numeral suff. -th. Cp. OE. twentigoda, 'twen-

tieth'.

twenty, adj. and n.— ME. twenti, fr. OE. twentig,

twentig, contraction of *twegentig, rel. to OS.

twentig, OFris. twintich, Du. twinrig, OHG.
zweinzug, MHG. zweinzec, zwenzic, G. zwanzig.

All these words are compounds lit. meaning

'two tens'. Cp. Goth, twai tigjus, 'two tens", i.e.

'twenty", and see twain, two and -ty, suff. de-

noting multiples of ten.

twi-, pref meaning two. — ME., fr. OE. twi-,

'two, double', rel. to OS., OFris. twi-, ON. tvl-,

tve-, MLG. twe-, Du. twee-, OHG., ,MHG. zwi-,

G. zwie-, and cogn. with OI. dvi-, Gk. Si- (for

*8.=t- ), OL. dvi- (whence L. bi-), Lith. dvi-. See

hi-, di-, 'two', and cp. two, twice, twig, twill,

twin, twine, twist and the first element in zwie-

back.

twibill, n., a mattock. — Orig. 'battle ax with two

blades", compounded of twi- and bill, "ax".

twice, adv. — ME. twies, formed fr. OE. twigea,

twiga, twiwa, 'twice", with -es, gen. suff. used ad-

verbially; rel. to OE. twi-, 'two, double'. See

twi- and adv. suff. -s.

Derivative: twic-er, n.

twiddle, tr. and intr. v., to twirl idly. — Prob. of



twig

imitative origin. Cp. ON. Ivldla, 'to stir, mix

up', and E. tweedle.

Derivatives: twiddle, n., twiddl-er, n., twiddl-ing,

twiddl-y, adj.

twig, tr. and intr. v., to understand (slang). —
Gael, riiig or Ir. tuigim, twuigim, 'I under-

stand'.

twig, n., a slender branch.— ME. twigge, fr. OE.,

rel. to MLG. twlch, MDu. twijch, Du. twijg,

OHG. zwig, MHG. zwic, G. Zweig, 'branch,

twig'. These words are rel. to two and orig.

meant 'bifurcation'. Cp. OI. dvikdfi. 'consisting

of two", fr. dvd, 'two'.

Derivatives: twigg-ed, twigg-en, twigg-y, adjs.

twilight, n. — ME., fr. MFIem. twilicht, a var. of

twe{e)-Ucht, corresponding to MLG. twilicht

(see F. J. Bense, Dictionary of the Low-Dutch

Element in the English Vocabulary, p. 516). —
See twi- and light.

Derivative: twilight-y, adj.

twill, n., a cloth woven in parallel diagonal lines.

— ME. twylle, twyll, fr. OE. twili, rel. to OE.

twilic, 'woven double', OHG. zwilih, MHG.
zwilich, G. Zwillich, 'of two threads', and prop.

loan translation of L. billx, 'of two threads', fr.

bi- and llcium, 'thread', which is of uncertain

origin. See twi- and cp. tweed and drill.

Derivatives: tweill, tr. v., Iwill-ed, adj.

twin, adj. and n. —• ME., fr. OE. iwinn, rel. to

ON. tvinnr, tvennr, 'double, twin", ODan. tvin-

//ng',OSwed. tvinlinger,MLG. twelink, MDu. twe-

linc, Du. tweeting, 'twin', OHG. zwinal, 'double',

zwiniling, MHG. zwinelinc, zwillinc, G. Zwilling,

'twin", and cogn. with L. bini, 'two each', Lith.

dvynii, 'twins'. See twain, two and cp. next word.

Derivatives: twin, intr. and tr. v., twinn-ed, adj.,

twinn-er, n., iwinn-ing, n.

twine, n., a strong thread consisting of twisted

strands. — ME. twin, fr. OE. twin, 'linen', orig.

'a double or twisted thread', rel. to Du. twijn,

dial. Swed. rvinne, LG. twern, Du. tweern, MHG.,
G. zwirn, "twine, thread", ON. tvinnr, tvennr,

'double". Cp. L.binus, 'double", which stands for

"duisnos and see prec. word.

twine, tr. v., to twist together; intr. v., to become

twisted together. — ME. twynen, fr. twin, 'a

double thread", rel. to ON., Swed. tvinna, Dan.

tvinde, Du. tweernen, OHG. zwirnen, MHG., G.

zwirnen, 'to thread". See prec. word.

Derivatives: twin-er, n., twin-ing-ly, adv.

twinge, tr. v., to cause to have a sudden pain;

intr. v., to have a sudden pain. — ME. twengen,

fr. OE. rwengan, 'to press, pinch', rel. to ME.
twingen, 'to afflict', OS. thwingan, OFris. thwin-

ga, ON. pvinga, Dan. tvinge, Du. dwingen,

OHG. thwingan, later dwingan, M.HG . dwingen,

later twingen, G. zwingen, 'to compel, force',

and to OE. pwang, 'thong" (see thong); prob.

cogn. with OI. tvandkti, 'pulls together'.

Derivative: twinge, n.

twinkle, intr. v., to sparkle, glitter. — ME. twink-

len, freq. of twinken, 'to blink, wink', which is

rel. to MHG. zwinken, G. zwinkern, of s.m.

;

prob. of imitative origin.

Derivatives: twinkle, a., twinkl-er, a., twinkl-ing,

n. and adj., twinkl-ing-ly, adv., twinkl-y, adj.

twirl, tr. and intr. v., to spin; to whirl around. —
Prob. a blend of twist and whirl.

Derivatives: twirl, n., twirl-er, n., twirl-y, adj.

twist, tr. and intr. v. — ME. twisten, fr. OE.

-twist, 'a rope", lit. 'something made of two

strands', occurring in the compound msest-twist,

'a rope for staying a mast', rel. to OE. twist,

'branch', and to ON. tvistra, 'to divide, separ-

ate', tvistr, 'discordant', OFris., MLG., MDu.,

Du. twist, 'quarrel, discord', MHG., G. zwist,

of s.m. All these words derive fr. Teut. *twis-

(whence also Goth, twis-, 'in two, asunder'),

corresponding to I.-E. *dwis-, whence Gk. St;

(for *Sfi(;), OL. dvis (whence L. bis), 'twice",

and OI. dvih, 'twice', dvesti, 'he hates'. See twi-

and cp. twig. See also bis.

Derivatives: twist, n., twist-ed-ly, adv., twist-er,

n., twist-ing, adj., twist-ing-ly, adv., twist-y, adj.,

twist-i-ly, adv., twist-i-ness, n.

twit, tr. v., to taunt, reproach. — Aphetic for

ME. atwiten, fr. OE. stwitan, 'to reproach,

blame', formed fr. set, 'at' (see at), and witan, 'to

reproach, blame', which is rel. to OE. wite,

'punishment, torture', OS. wUi, ON. viti, OHG.
wi35i, 'punishment', OS. witan, OHG. wlsan, 'to

punish', Du. verwijten, OHG. firwisan, MHG.
verwisen, G. verweisen, 'to reproach, reprove',

of s.m., GoXh. fraweitan, 'to avenge'. The orig.

meaning of these verbs was 'to observe'. They

are derivatives of I.-E. base *wid-, 'to see, know',

whence also Gk. *fi.SEtv, iSstv, L. videre, 'to

see" ; see wit and cp. idea, vision. For the sense

development of OE. setwitan, etc., cp. L. animad-

vertere, 'to give heed to, observe; to chastise,

censure, punish'.

Derivatives: twit, n., twitt-ing-ly, adv., twitt-y,

adj.

twitch, tr. v., to pull with a jerk; intr. v., to move

with a jerk. — ME. twicchen. rel. to OE. twic-

cian, 'to pluck (fruit), twitch', LG. twicken, Du.

twikken, OHG. gizwickan, MHG., G. zwicken,

'to pinch, tweak'. E. twitch is a palatalized var.

of tweak (q.v.)

Derivatives: twitch, n., twitch-er, a., iwitch-y,

adj., twitch-i-ty, adv., twitch-i-ness, n.

twitter, intr. v. — ME. twiteren, of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. OHG. zwizziron, MHG. zwitzern, G.

zwitschern, Dan. kvidre, Swed. kvittra, Du.

kwelteren, which all are imitative Cp. tweet.

Derivatives : twitter, n., twitter-er, n., twitter-ing,

adj., twitter-ing-ly, adv.

'twixt, prep. — Aphetic for betwixt,

two, adj. and n. — ME. two, earlier twa (fem. and

neut.), twei, earlier tweien, twein (masc. ; whence

E. twain), fr. OE. twa (fem. and neut.), twegen

(masc), tu (neut.), rel. to OS. twene (masc),

twd, tw6 (fem.), tv/S (neut.), ON. tveir (masc),

tvxr (fern.), tvau (neut.), OFris. twene (masc),

tympanum

twa (fem. and neut.), Du. twee, OHG., MHG.
zwene (masc), zwo, zwd (fem.), zwei (neut.), G.

zM'e(,Goth. ?H'a/(masc.), twds(S&[a.), twa (neut.),

fr. I.-E. base *duwo-, *duw6u-, *dwo(u)-, 'two',

whence also OI. dvdu, dvd (masc), dve (fem. and
neut.), Avestic dva, Toch. wu (masc), we (fem.),

B. wl (for *dwu, resp. *dwe, *dwi), 'two', the

first element in Hitt. td-yugash, td-ugash, 'two

years old', tan, 'again', the second elemend in

Arm. er-ku, 'two', Gk. Suo, Ion. Siiu, Alb. dii,

L. duo (masc and neut.), duae (fem.), OSlav.

dava (masc), dUve (neut.), Lith. dii (masc),

dvi (fem.), Lett, divi (masc. and fem.), OPruss.

dwai (ace masc), Olr. ddu, dd (masc), i/;'(fem.),

W. dou (masc), dwy (fem.), 'two'. Cp. twain,

twelve, twenty, twi-, twice, twig, twill, twin,

twine, twist, tub, the first element in twayblade

and the second element in between, betwixt. Cp.

also bi-, bis-, deuce, di-, 'two', dis-, double,

doubt, dozen, dual, dubious, duel, duet, duplex,

dvaita, dvandva, dyad, the first element in ba-

lance, barouche, bevue, biscuit, doab, dopatta,

dubash, and the second element in combine,

rebel, revel, sapsago, tete-beche.

-ty, suff. forming abstract nouns. — ME. -te,

-tee, fr. OF. -te (F. -ti), fr. L. -tdtem, ace of

-tds, which is prop, a fusion of the suffixes -td

(appearing in words like ^'Hve«-ro, 'youth", vl-ta,

for *vivi-ta, 'life') and -ti. L. suiT. -tas (gen. -ta-

lis) is cogn. with Gk. -tyji; (gen. -ttjtoc), OI.

-tdti-. Cp. e.g. L. liber-tds, 'freedom', fr. liber,

'free', Gk. tfiyM-r^q, 'friendship', fr. 91X0?,

'friend', OI. sarva-tdti-h, 'wholeness', fr. sdrvah,

'whole, entire". Cp. also -ity.

-ty, suff. used to denote multiples of ten ; twen-ty,

thir-ty, etc. — ME. -ti, fr. OE. -tig, rel. to OS.,

Du. -tig, ON. -tigr, OFris. -tich, OHG. -zig,

-zug, MHG. -zic, G. -zig, '-ty', and to Goth.

ligus, 'decade", a collateral form of taihun, 'ten'.

See ten and cp. twenty.

tych", form of tycho- before a vowel.

Tyche, n., Greek goddess of fortune (Greek

mythol.) — Gk. Tuyv], fr. tu/jt), 'fortune, fate,

providence, chance', which is rel. to -z'y/eiv,

'to make ready, construct, fashion', Tuv/avEtv,

'to happen to be at a place', and cogn. with

Goth., OE. dugan, 'to be of use'. See doughty

and cp. dow, 'to be able'. Cp. also next word
and the second element in Pentateuch, Hexa-
teuch, Heptateuch, Octateuch.

tychism, n., a theory that regards chance as an

objective reality.— Coined by the U.S. logician,

mathematician and physician, Charles Sanders

Peirce (1839-1914), fr. Gk. ru/.r,, 'fortune,

chance'. See prec word and -ism.

tychite, n., a rare mineral. — Coined fr. Gk.
Tu/T), 'fortune, chance' (see Tyche) and subst.

suff. -ite ; so called because it was discovered by
chance.

tycho-, before a vowel tych-, combining form
meaning 'fortune, chance'.— Gk. -nj/o , tuX",

fr. Tuxin. Sec Tyche.

tycoon, n., a wealthy and powerful businessman

(colloq.)— Jap. taikun, 'great lord', fr. Chin, ta,

'great', and kiun, 'ruler, prince, lord'.

tying, n. — Formed fr. tie, v., with -ing, sufF.

forming verbal nouns.

tyke, tike, n., 1) a dog, cur; 2) a boor (now

chiefly dial.) — ME. tyke, fr. ON. tik, 'bitch',

rel. to MLG. tike, of s.m.

tylarus, n., pad on the under surface of the toes

of birds (ornithol.) — ModL., fr. Gk. tijXy), 'a

swelling, cushion', which is rel. to ~<ikaq, 'a

'lump, knot; any swelling', fr. I.-E. base *r«-,

'to swell', whence also L. tumidus, 'swollen'. See

tumid and cp. tyloma, Tylopoda, tylosis.

tyle, tyler, n. — Archaic spelling of tile, tiler.

tyloma, n., a callus (med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk.

TijXcofia, fr. TuXo?, 'callus; any swelling'. See

tylarus and -oma and cp. the second element in

Entyloma.

Tylopoda, n. pi., a division of mammals of the

camel family (zool.) — ModL., lit. 'having

callous feet', fr. Gk. xuXog, 'callus; any swell-

ing', and Ttou;, gen. 710865, 'foot'. See tylarus

and -poda.\

tylosis, n., ij, growth of one cell into another

(hot.); 2) thickening or hardening of tissue

(med.)— NlpdL., formed with suff. -osis fr. Gk.

iHkoc,, 'lump,xknot; any swelling". See tylarus.

tymp, n., the top of the opening of the hearth of

a blast furnace. — Shortened fr. tympan.

tympan, n., 1) a drum or a drumlike instrument

(archaic); 2) a thin sheet of paper, parchment,

etc., placed between the platen and the sheet to

be printed. — ME., fr. OE. timpano, fr. L. tym-

panum, 'kettledrum, timbrel, panel of a door',

fr. Gk. TU[i7ravov. See tympanum.

tympan-, form of tympano- before a vowel.

tympanist, n., one who beats a drum. — L. tym-

panista, fr. Gk. TU|J.7raviaT7](;, fr. -rJn-avii^Eiv,

'to beat the drum", fr. TU(X7Tavov. See tympan

and -ist.

tympanites, n., distention of the abdomen caused

by the accumulation of gas in the intestines

(med.) — ME., fr. Late L. tympanites, fr. Gk.

TJtizavT-n;!;, 'a kind of dropsy in which the

belly is stretched like a drum', fr. -rju.7:avov,

'kettledrum'. See tympanum and subst. suff. -ite.

tympanitic, adj., pertaining to, or affected with,

tympanites. — Late L. tympanlticiis, fr. tym-

panites. See prec word and adj. suff. -ic.

tympanitis, n., inflammation of the membrane of

the middle ear (med.) — Medical L., formed fr.

tympanum with suff. -itis.

tympano-, before a vowel tympan-, combining

form meaning 'pertaining to the tympanum".—
Fr. Medical L. tympanum. See next word.

tympanum, n., the drum of the ear (anat.) —

•

Medical L., introduced into anatomy by Ga-

briele Fallopio (see Fallopian) fr. L. tympanum,

'kettledrum', fr. Gk. xujinavov, fr. Tujir-, a

nasalized form of stem tui:-, which appears in

-rintot;, 'blow, impression', tuttteiv, 'to beat.
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strike'. See type and cp. tympan, timpano, tim-

bre, timbrel.

Derivatives: lympan-al, tympan-ic, adjs., tym-

pan-ic-iry, n., tympan-ism, n.

tympanum, n., a flat triangular space (archit.) —
L., 'kettledrum; a door panel; a triangular area

of a pediment', fr. Gk. TujiTravov. See prec.

word.

Tyndareus, n., the husband of Leda (Greek my-

thol.)— L., fr. Gk. TuvSapeoc;, Att. TuvSapEw?,

lit. 'pounder', fr. I.-E. base *{s)tud-, 'to beat,

strike, pound', whence also Gk. TuSeu?, the

hero Tydeus, lit. 'pounder', L. tundere, 'to beat,

strike, stump", tudes, gen. -ditis, 'hammer'. See

stint and cp. tund.

Tynwald, n., parliament of the Isle of Man. —
ON. pingvoUr, lit. 'assembly field', compounded

of ping, 'assembly', and vollr, 'ground, floor,

field'. See thing, 'assembly', and wold.

typ-, form of typo- before a vowel.

typal, adj., pertaining to a type or types. —
Formed fr. type with adj. suflf. -al.

type, n.— Late L. typus, 'figure, image', fr. Gk.

Tu-o;, 'blow, mark of a blow impression, stamp

on a coin, pattern, model', from the stem of tutc-

Tsiv, 'to beat, strike", fr. I.-E. base *(s)tup-, 'to

strike, cut, hew', whence also Gk. axuTtoi;,

'stem, stump", OI. tupdti, tlimpati, pra-stumpati,

'beats, strikes', L. stupere, 'to be stunned",

sfupidiix, 'amazed, dull, stupid', stuprum, 'dis-

honor, disgrace", OSlav. tiipati, 'to palpitate,

throb", tuputii, 'clattering, rushing". Cp. stub,

stupefy, stupid, stupor, stuprum, styptic.

Derivative: type, tr. and intr. v.

-type, combining form meaning; 1) type; 2) rep-

resentative. — Fr. prec. word.

typh-, form of typho- before a vowel.

Typha, n., a genus of plants, the cat-tail flag {hot.)

— ModL., fr. Gk. -xtn^f], 'a plant used for stuff-

ing bolsters, etc.", which together with L. tuber,

'a swelling, protuberance', ON. /lu/a, 'hillock",

OE. />(</; 'tuft, banner", pyfel, 'a leafy plant,

thicket', derives fr. I.-E. base *tu-bh-, enlarge-

ment of base *tu-, 'to swell", whence L. tumere,

'to swell'. See tumid.

Typhaceae. n. pi., the cat-tail family (60/.) —
ModL.. formed from prec. word with suff".

-aceae.

typhlitis, n., inflammation of the caecum (med.)

— Medical L., formed with subst. suff. -itis fr.

Gk. T'j9>.ic. "blind". See typhio-.

typhlo-, before a vowel typW-, combining form

meaning 'blind". — Gk. -rj9Xo-, 71)9/.-. fr.

-rj9>.or (uissimilatcd fr. *-!>u9X6c), 'blind,

closed, blunt", which is rel. to t'j9oc, 'smoke",

T'J9SLv, '10 smoke". See typhus.

typho-, before a vowel typh-, combining form

meaning 'smoke, vapor", used in the sense of

typhus (med.) — Gk. TU90-, TU9-, fr. TO90?.

See typhus.

typhoid, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, ty-

phus. — Compounded of typh- and Gk.

-oEtS/ji;, 'like", fr. slSot;, 'form, shape". See

-Did.

Derivative: typhoid-al, adj.

typhomania, n., delirium characteristic of typhus

{med.) — Medical L., compounded of typho-

and Gk. jxavtS, 'madness, frenzy'. See mania,

typhonic, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a ty-

phoon. — Gk. T09a>viK6?, fr. TU9C0V, which is

rel. to -r!J9oi;, 'smoke, mist". See typhus and -ic.

typhoon, n., a cyclone in the western Pacific. —
Chin, tai Jung, lit. 'great wind'; influenced in

form by Arab, tu/an (whence also Port, tufao),

fr. Gk. T'j9(ov, 'whirlwind' (see typhus).

typhous, adj., pertaining to typhus. — Formed

with suff. -ous fr. Gk. TU901;. See typhus.

Typhula, n., a genus of fungi {hot.)— A ModL.

hybrid coined fr. Gk. tu90(;, 'vapor' (see next

word), and L. dimin. suff. -ula. The correct form

would be Typhidium (fr. Gk. -^yii^oc, and suff.

-idium, fr. Gk. dimin. suff. -iSiov).

typhus, n. — Medical L., fr. Gk. TiJ9oi;, 'smoke,

mist, cloud, fever accompanied by stupor",

which is rel. to tu9ei,v, 'to smoke", TU9X6?,

'blind', TU9ct>v, 'whirlwind'. These words are of

uncertain origin. They are perh. cogn. with

Goth, daufs, OE. deaf, 'deaf, Goth, dumbs, OE.

dumb, 'dumb', OE. dufe- (in compounds), 'dove',

lit. 'the dark-colored (bird)', Olr. dub (for *dhu-

bu-), 'black'. All these words possibly derive fr.

I.-E. base *dheu-bh; *dhu-bh-, 'to fill with

smoke, to cloud, darken; to be dull, dumb or

deaf. See deaf and cp. typhlo-.

typic, adj. — F. typique, fr. Late L. typicus. See

next word.

typical, adj. — ML. typicalis, fr. Late L. typicus,

fr. Gk. xuTziKoc, fr. tutto?, 'blow, impression,

pattern, model'. See type and -ical.

Derivatives: typical-ity, n., typical-ly, adv.,

typical-ness, n.

typify, tr. v. — Formed fr. Late L. typus (see

type) and -fy.

Derivative: typifi-er, n.

typist, n., a person who operates a typewriter. —
See type and -ist.

typo-, before a vowel typ-, combining form mean-

ing "type, model". — Fr. Gk. tutio?. See type,

typographer, n. — See next word and agential

suff. -er.

typography, n. — ML. typographia. See typo- and

-graphy.

Derivatives: typograph-ic, typograph-ic-al, adjs.,

typograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

typothetae, n. pi., printers; esp. association of

master printers. — ModL., compounded of Gk.

-rj-o;, 'blow, impression, pattern, model", and

the stem of -rt&svai,, 'to put, place, set". See type

and thesis and cp. thesmothete.

Tyr, n., a war god in Norse mythology. — ON.

Tyr, rel. to OE. Tlw. See deity and cp. the first

element in Tuesday,

tyr-, form of tyro- before a vowel.

tyramiiie, tyramln, n., acrystalline base, C,HjiNO

tzigane

(hiochem.) — Coined from the first three letters

of /jvosine and amine.

tyrannical, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -al fr.

L. tyrannicus, "pertaining to a tyrant' (whence

also F. tyrannique), fr. Gk. xupavvixo?, fr.

-rupavvoc. See tyrant.

Derivatives: tyrannical-ly, adv., tyrannical-ness,

a.

tyrannicide, n., one who kills a tyrant. — F., fr.

L. tyrannicida, which is compounded of tyran-

nus, 'tyrant", and -clda, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to

kill". See tyrant and -cide, 'killer'.

tyrannicide, n., the killing of a tyrant.— F., fr. L.

tyrannicidium, fr. tyrannus, 'tyrant', and -cidi-

um, 'killing", fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See tyrant and

-cide, 'killing'.

Tyrannidae, n. pi., an American family of birds

(ornithol.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

Tyrannus, name of the type genus, fr. L. tyran-

nus. See tyrant.

tyrannize, intr. and tr. v. — MF. (= F.) tyran-

niser, fr. tyran, 'tyrant' Cp. Late L. tyrannizdre,

'to act the tyrant", Gk. Tupavvti^Eiv, 'to take the

part of tyrants", and see tyrant and -ize.

Derivatives: tyranniz-er, n., tyranniz-ing-ly,

adv.

tyrannous, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L.

tyrannus. See tyrant.

Derivatives: lyrannous-ly, adv., tyrannous-ness,

n.

tyranny, n. — ME. tyrannie, fr. MF. (= F.) tyr-

annic, fr. OF., fr. ML. tyrannia, fr. Gk. xupav-

via, 'rule of a tyrant', fr. -rupavvo;, 'tyrant'. See

next word and -y (representing Gk. -ta).

tyrant, n. — ME. tirant, fr. OF. tiran (F. tyran),

fr. L. tyrannus, fr. Gk. T'jpavvo;, 'an absolute

ruler", which is a loan word from one of the

languages of Asia Minor (prob. the Lydian).

Cp. Etruscan Turan, 'mistress, lady' (surname

of Venus). Cp. also the second element in Am-
phitryon. The final t in tyrant is due to a con-

fusion of the ending -an with the pres. part,

suff. -ant. Cp. the words ancient, pageant, peas-

ant, pheasant.

Derivative: tyrant, intr. v.

Tyrian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -an fr.

L. Tyrius. fr. Tyrus, 'Tyre', name of the famous

insular city in Phoenicia, fr. Gk. T'jpo;, fr.

Heb.-Phoen. Tzar, Tziir, lit. 'rock, rocky place'.

tyro, tiro, n., a novice. — L. tiro, 'young soldier;

recruit; beginner', of uncertain origin. Cp. the

first element in tirocinium.

tyro-, before a % owel tyr-, combining form mean-
ing 'cheese'. — Gk. tOoo-. Tjp-, fr. Tupo?,

'cheese', which is cogn. with OI. turah, Avestic

tuiri; 'curds, whey", and perh. also with OSlav.

tvarogH, 'curds'. These words possibly derive fr.

I.-E. base *tu-, to swell", whence also L. tumere.

'to swell". See tumid and cp. the second element

in butter, satyr.

tyrocidine, tyrocldin, n., an antibiotic obtained

from a soil bacillus. — Coined by the bacterio-

logist Rene Jules Dubos (1901- ), of the

Rockefeller Institute, in 1940 fr. O'rosine, 1st

-cide and chem. suff. -ine, -in.

tyrosine, tyrosin, n., an amino acid C^Hj^NO,
(biochem.) — Coined by the German chemist

Baron von Justus Liebig (1802-73) in 1846, fr.

Gk. Tupot;, 'cheese' (see tyro-), and chem. suff.

-ine, -in; so called because it is easily obtained

from cheese.

Tyrrhenian, adj., pertaining to the Tyrrheni,

Etruscan. — Formed with suff. -ian fr. L. Tyr-

rheni, fr. Gk. Tup<iY)voi, Tuppvjvot, 'Tyrrheni-

ans', fr. -rupcrii;, 'tower; walled city", whence

also L. turris, 'tower'. See tower.

tysonite, n., a fluoride of cerium metals {mineral.)

— Named after the American naturalist S. T.

Tyson, from whom it was received. For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

Tyto, n., a genus of owls {ornithol.)— ModL., fr.

Gk. TuT<b (Hesychius), 'owl', which is of imita-

tive origin. Cp. Gk. toutii; (Hesychius), 'black-

bird', Lith. tatuoti, to trumpet", tutl^s, 'hoopoe',

ON. piota, 'to howl, resound", OE. peotan, of

s.m., which all are imitative.

Tytonidae, n. pi., a family of birds {ornithol.) —
Formed from prec. word with suff. -idae.

tzaddik, also spelled saddik, zaddik, n., 1) in the

Bible, a righteous man; 2) in the modern sense

of the word, a Hasidic spiritual leader. — Heb.

tzaddtq, 'just, righteous", fr. tzddhdq, 'he was

just, was righteous' [whence also tzidhek, 'right-

eousness, justice", tz^dhdqd , 'righteousness,

justice" (in Mishnaic Heb. also 'alms, charity')],

which is rel. to Aram, tz dheq, 'he was righte-

ous", Syr. zadheq, '(it is) right"), Arab, fddaqa,

'he spoke the truth', Ethiop. saddqa, 'he was

just, was righteous', Aram. fzj^Ai? thd,tz dhaqtd,

'a good deed, charity'; Arab, fddaqa , 'alms,

charity', is a loan word fr. Heb. tz dhdqa , in its

Mishnaic Heb. sense (i.e. 'alms, charity'). Cp.

the second element in Melchizedek.

tzadhe, tzade, n., name of the 19th letter of the

Hebrew alphabet. — Heb. tzdde, lit. 'fishing

hook', fr. tziidh, 'to hunt, catch, capture"; so

called in allusion to the ancient Hebrew form of

this letter. Heb. tzudh (whence tzdyidh, 'hunt-

ing, game", tzayyddh, 'hunter', m^tzQdhd , 'prey,

net; fastness, stronghold', m^tzodha , 'net, trap,

snare") is rel. to Aram.-Syr. tzddh, 'he hunted",

Ugar. fd, Akkad. fddu, 'to hunt", Arab, sdda,

'he hunted". Cp. sadhe. Cp. also Sidonian.

tzar, tzarina. — See czar, czarina.

tzigane, n., gipsy.— F., fr. Hung, cigdny, whence

also G. Zigeuner. Cp. czigany.



u
uberous, adj., plentiful {rare).— Late L. uberosus,

from the L. adjective iiber, 'fruitful', from the

noun uber (for *iider), 'teat, pap, dug, udder'.

See udder and -ous and cp. exuberant.

Derivatives: uberous-ly, adv., uberous-ness, n.

ubiety, n., whereness (philos.) — ModL. ubietas,

formed with suff. -tds (gen. -tatis), fr. L. ubi,

'where' (whence ubi-que, 'everywhere'), which

stands for orig. *cubi (cp. ali-cubi, 'elsewhere'),

rel. to Oscan puf,pufe, Umbr. pufe, 'where', fr.

I.-E. *q^u-dhei-; cp. OI. kuha (for *kudha),

OSlav. kude, 'where'; fr. I.-E. base *?"'«-,

'where, whither', whence also Vedic ki, Avestic

ku, 'where', OI. kva, 'where, whither', kitra,

'where', kutah, 'wherefrom', Avestic kiSra,

'where, whither', MW. cw, cwt, 'where, whith-

er'. Alb. kur, 'as, when'. Arm. ur, 'somewhere',

Hitt. ku-wapi, 'somewhere'. Cp. who, how,

where, the first element in Ibidem and the second

element in aliunde. For the ending see suff. -ity.

ubiquitous, adj., being everywhere, omnipresent.

— Formed fr. next word with suff. -ous.

Derivatives: ubiquitous-ly, adv., ubiquitous-ness,

n.

ubiquity, n., omnipresence.— F. ubiquite, formed

with suff. -/f(? fr. L. ubique, 'everywhere', which

is compounded of ubi, 'where', and enclitic par-

ticle -que, meaning 'also, ever', identical with

que, 'and', fr. I.-E. *q'^e-, whence also OI. ca,

Phrygian x-s, Gk. ri, Olr. -ch (in na-ch, 'not').

I.-E. *q'"e- is rel. to pron. base *q^o-. See ubie-

ty, who and -ity.

U-boat, n., submarine. — G. V-Boot, abbrevia-

tion of Unterseeboot, lit. 'undersea boat'. See

under, sea and boat,

udder, n. — ME., fr. OE. uder, rel. to OS. OFris.,

MLG., MDu. uder, Du. uier, OHG. utar, utir,

MHG. iuter, G. Euter, ON. jugr,jur, Norw.jur,

Dan. yver, Swed. juver, fr. I.-E. base *eudh-,

*oudh-, *udh-, whence also OI. udhar, Gk.

o-S^ap, L. uber, OSlav. vym^ (for *udhmen), 'ud-

der', (whence also Hung, vemhes, 'pregnant').

Cp. uberous, exuberant.

Derivatives: udder-ed, adj., udder-ful, udder-

less, adj.

udograpb, n., an automatic rain gauge. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. ildus, 'wet', and Gk. -ypa-

90;, fr. Ypitpciv, 'to write'. See next word and

-graph,

udometer, n., a rain gauge. — A hybrid coined fr.

L. iidus, 'wet', and Gk. [i.£-rpov, 'measure'. L.

udus is a contracted form of iividus, 'which is rel.

to iivere, 'to be wet', (h)umere, 'to be moist,

wet', (h)umor, 'fluid, moisture'. See humor and

cp. uliginous. For the second element see meter,

'poetical rhythm'.

Derivatives: udometr-ic, adj., udometr-y, n.

Ugaritic, adj., pertaining to the ancient city Ug-

arit, its inhabitants or their language; n., the

language of Ugarit, closely rel. to Phoen. and

Hebrew. — Formed with suff. -ic from the city

Ugarit. This name prob. derives, through the

medium of Akkadian, from Sumerian ugaru,

'field' (whence also Hung, ugar, 'fallow field').

ugh, interj. expressing repugnance. — Imitative.

uglify, tr. v., to make ugly. — Compounded of

ugly and -fy.

Derivative: uglifi-er, n.

ugly, adj. — ME. uglike, ugly, 'frightful, repul-

sive', fr. ON. uggligr, 'fearful", which is formed

fr. uggr, 'fear', with suff. -ligr, 'like'. ON. uggr

and the rel. ugga, 'to fear', are of uncertain ori-

gin. Suff. -ligr is rel. to OE. -/;"(; see adj. suff. -ly.

Derivatives: ugli-ly, adv., ugli-ness, n.

Ugrian, adj. — Formed with suff. -ian fr. Ugra

name of the country on either side of the Ural

Mountains.

Ugric, adj., Ugrian. — See prec. word and -ic.

uhlan, n., a cavalryman. — G. Uhlan, Ulan, fr.

Pol. uian, fr. Turk.- Tatar oghlan, 'boy, youth',

from stem *ogh, 'child'. For sense development

cp. infantry, which derives fr. L. infans, 'a

young child, a babe'.

uitlander, n., outlander, not of Boer birth. — S.

Afr. Du., compounded of Du. uit, 'out", land,

'land', and suff. -er. See out, land and agential

suff. -er.

ukase, n., a decree having the force of law in

Czarist Russia. — F., fr. Russ. ukai, 'order',

back formation fr. ukazdt', 'to show, direct,

order', fr. intensive pref. u- and ka-dt', 'to

show'. Pref. «-, which occurs in all Slavic lan-

guages, is cogn. with OI. avah. 'downCward)",

dva, 'from', pref. dva-, 'away from' (as in dva-

bharati, 'carries away"), L. au-, 'away" (in au-

fero, 'I carry away'), OPruss., Lith., Lett, au-,

'from; un-' (as in Lett. aH-moniom. 'nonsensical,

foohsh'), Olr. 6, ua, 'down, from". Russ. kaidt'

is rel. to OSlav. kazati, Czech kdzati, Pol. kazac,

etc., and cogn. with OI. kdsate, 'appears, shines'.

See akasa and cp. the first element in Casimir.

Ukrainian, adj. and n. — Formed with suff. -ian

fr. Ukraine, a Slavic word prop, meaning 'fron-

tier'; so called because orig. it formed the south-

em frontier of Poland.

ukulele, n., a Hawaiian guitarlike musical instru-

ment. — Hawaiian, lit. 'flea', prop, 'jumping in-

sect', fr. uku, 'insect', and lele, 'to jump'. The

instrument was so called in allusion to the rapid

motions of the fingers over it.

-ular, suff. — Compounded of the suffixes -ule

and -ar.

ulatrophia, ulatrophy, n., atrophy of the gingiva

(med.) — Medical L., compounded of Gk.

1673 ulterior

ouXov, 'gum", and aTp09ia, 'atrophy'. See ulitis

and atrophy.

ulcer, n. — F. ulcere, fr. VL. ulcerem (for L. ul-

cus), ace. of ulcus, 'a sore, ulcer', which is cogn.

with 01. drsah, 'hemorrhoids', Gk. i\y.oc„

'wound, abscess". The rough spirit in SXxo;

(inst. of *eAKO(;), is no doubt due to a confu-

sion of this noun with the verb ^Xy.eiv, 'to draw'.

Derivatives: ulcer, intr. and tr. v., ulcerate (q.v.),

ulceration (q.v.), ulcer-ative, adj., ulcer-ed, adj.,

ulcerous (q.v.)

ulcerate, tr. v., to make ulcerous; intr. v., to be-

come ulcerous. — ME. ulceraten, fr. L. ulcera-

tiis, pp. oT ulcerdre, 'to make sore', fr. ulcus, gen.

ulceris. See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

ulceration, n. — L. ulceratio, gen. -onis, fr. ulce-

ratus, pp. of ulcerare. See prec. word and -ion.

ulcerous, adj. — L. tilcerosus, 'full of sores', from

ulcus, gen. ulceris. See ulcer and -ous.

Derivatives: ulcerous-ly, adv., ulcerous-ness, n.

-ule, dimin. suff.— This suffix, is used only after

consonants. After vowels its form is -olus. See

-ole, dimin. suff.

ulema, n. pi., learned men, scholars. — Turk., fr.

Arab, 'ulama, 'learned men', pi. oi'dlim, 'learn-

ed, wise', which is prop, the active partic. of

'dlima, 'he knew".

-ulent, adj. suff. meaning 'abounding in, full of.

— L. -ulentus (either directly or through the me-

dium of F. -ulent).

uletic, adj., pertaining to the gums. — Formed
with suff. -etic fr. Gk. ouXov, 'gum'. See ulitis.

Ulex, n., a genus of plants, the furze (bot.) — L.

alex, 'a shrub resembling rosemary', contracted

fr. *iivilex, and rel. to iiligo, 'moisture". See uU-

ginose.

ulexite, n., a hydrous sodium calcium borate

(mineral.) — Named after the German chemist

Georg L. Ulex. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

uliginose, uliginous, adj., oozy, muddy. — L. Oli-

ginosus, 'wet, damp, marshy", fr. utigo, gen.

-ginis, 'moisture, dampness", contraction of

*uviligo, fr. fivere, 'to be wet", whence also Hvi-

dus, udus, "wet". See udometer and adj. suff. -ose,

resp. -ous, and cp. Ulex.

ulitis, n., inflammation of the gums (med.) —
Medical L.. formed with suff. -itis fr. Gk.
o'j/.ov. 'gum", which is prob. related to s'lXeu,

'1 roll, roll up", and lit. means 'that which is

rounded or padded". EtAsto stands for *.^eXv£co

and derives fr. I.-E. base *wclu-, *welw-, 'to

bend, turn, twist, roll", whence also L. volvere,

'to roll". See volute and cp. epulis, parulis, ula-

trophia, Ulotrichi.

ullage, n., the amount by which a bottle or cask

of liquor falls short of being full. — ME. oylage,

ulage, fr. MF. eullage, oillage (F. ouillage), 'the

filling up of a cask', fr. eullier, oilier (F. ouiller),

'to fill up (a cask) to the bung', lit. 'to fill it to

"the eye"', fr. ueil (F. ail), 'eye', fr. L. oculus,

'eye'. See ocular and -age.

ullmannite, n., a nickel sulfantimonidb {mineral.)

— G. Ullmannit, named after the German chem-
ist Johann C. Ullmann (1771-1821). The ending

-it goes back to Gk. -I'vr^c,; see subst. suff. -ite.

Ulmaceae, n. pi., a family of plants, the elm
family {hot.)— ModL., formed with suff. -aceae

fr. L. ulmus, 'elm'. See Uhnus.

ulmaceous, adj., pertaining to the elm family. —
See prec. word and -aceous.

ulmic, adj., pertaining to, or found in, ulmin. —
Formed fr. next word with adj. suff. -ic.

ulmin, n., a brown substance found in elms

{chem.) — Formed fr. Ulmus with suff. -in.

Ulmus, n., a genus of trees, the elm {bot.) — L.

ulmus, 'elm'. See elm.

ulna, n., the inner of the two bones of the forearm

{anat.)— L. ulna (for *olend), 'the elbow', cogn.

with Gk. ouXo-, 'elbow', Goth, aleina, OE. eln,

'ell'. See ell.

ulnar, adj., pertaining to the ulna. — Formed fr.

L. ulna (see prec. word) with suff. -ar.

ulno-, combining form meaning 'pertaining to

the ulna. — Fr. L. ulna. See ulna.

ulo-, combining form meaning 'in relation to the

gums'.— Gk. oSXov, fr. oSXoi;, 'gum'. See ulitis.

-ulose, adj. suff. meaning 'characterized by'. —
L. -ulosus, compounded of the suffixes -ulus and

-osus. See -ule and subst. suff. -ose and cp.

-ulous, 'characterized by'.

Ulotrichi, n. pi., the race having woolly hair, a

term in Huxley's classification {anthropoid —
ModL., compounded of Gk. ouXo?, 'woolly,

crisp', and &pi5i gen. Tpix6q, 'hair'. The first

element stands for *f6Xvoi; and is rel. to o5Xov,

'gum', eiXsM, 'I roll, roll up'; see ulitis. For the

second element see tricho-.

ulotrichous, adj., having woolly hair. — See prec.

word and -ous.

-ulous, adj., suff. meaning 'tending to', as in

credulous. — L. -ulus.

-ulous, adj. suff. meaning 'characterized by', as in

populous. — L. -ulosus. See -ulose.

Ulrica, fem. FN. — Latinized fern, form of G.

Ulrich, fr. OHG. Uodalrich,Uolrich, lit. 'of a

rich home', fr. nodal, 'home, nobility", and rlhhi,

'rich". The first element is rel. to OE. sedele,

'noble", odel, 'home, land', ON. odal, 'home,

property" ; see atheling. For the second element

see rich and cp. the PN.s there referred to.

ulster, n., a long, loose overcoat. — Fr. Ulster,

the Northern province of Ireland; so called

because first made in Belfast, in the province

Ulster.

ulterior, adj., 1) later; further; 2) undisclosed. —
L., 'farther, beyond', compar. of *ulter, 'that

which is on the other side', rel. to ultra, ultra,

'on the other side, beyond, besides', uls, 'be-

yond', OL. ollus, 'that one', olim, 'formerly',

and prob. also to alius, 'another'. See else and

cp. alias. Cp. also ultima, ultimate, ultimatum,

ultra, ultra-, ultroneous. Cp. also outrage, outre.

For the ending of ulterior see 1st suff. -lor.



ultima

Derivative: ulterior-ly, adv.

ultima, adj., farthest, last, final; n., tiie last sylla-

ble of a word.— L. ultima fern, of ultimus, 'last'.

See ultimate,

ultimacy, n.— Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.

ultimate, adj., final, fundamental; n., something

ultimate. — Late L. ultimdtus, pp. of ultimare,

'to come to, or be at, an end', fr. L. ultimus,

'last', superl. of L. uls, 'beyond'. See ulterior and

adj. sufF. -ate. For the superl. suff. -timus in ul-

timus see intimate, adj. and cp. posthumous,

maritime.

Derivatives: ultimate-ly, adv., ultimate-ness, n.

ultimatum, n., final demand. — Late L. ultima-

tum, neut. of ultimdtus, pp. of ultimare. Seeprec.

word.

ultimo, adv., in the month preceding the present.

— L. ultimo (scil. mense), 'in the last month',

abl. of ultimus, 'last'. See ultima,

ultimogeniture, n., a system of inheritance by

which the estate descends to the youngest son

(as in Borough English). — Compounded of L.

ultimus, 'last', and genitura, 'a begetting, bear-

ing, birth', fr. genitus, pp. of gignere, 'to beget,

bear, bring forth'. See ultimate, adj., genus and

-ure and cp. primogeniture,

ultra, adj., extreme; n., an extremist. — L. ultra,

'on the other side, beyond', prop. fem. abl. of

*ulter, 'that which is on the other side'. See ul-

terior,

ultra-, pref. meaning 'beyond'. — Fr. L. ultra.

See prec. word.

ultraism, n., the holding of extreme views, radi-

calism. — See ultra and -ism.

ultraist, n., one who holds extreme views. — See

ultra and -1st.

ultramarine, adj., situated beyond the sea.— ML.
ultramarinus, fr. L. ultra, 'beyond', and marinus,

'pertaining to the sea'. See ultra- and marine and

cp. transmarine,

ultramarine, n., a pure blue pigment, orig. ob-

tained from powdered lapis lazuli. — Refash-

ioned fr. It. oltramarino, 'from beyond the sea',

fr. ML. ultramarinus (see ultramarine, adj.); so

called because the lapis lazuli had to be import-

ed from 'beyond the sea', i.e. Asia.

Derivative: ultramarine, adj.

ultramontane, adj., beyond the mountains; esp.

beyond the Alps (in the latter meaning it was

orig. used by the Italians in the sense 'north of

the Alps' ; later it was applied by the northern

nations in the sense 'south of the Alps', whence

arose the meanings 'Italian' and 'of, or support-

ing the policy of, the Italian party in the Roman
Catholic Church' ; n., 1) a person living beyond

the mountains (esp. beyond, i.e. north, resp.

south, of the Alps); 2) an adherent of the Italian

party in the Roman Catholic Church. — ML.
ultrdmontanus (corresponding to L. trdmon-

tdnus), 'situated beyond the mountains', fr. L.

ultra, 'beyond', and montdnus, 'pertaining to a
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mountain', fr. wons, gen. montis, 'mountain'.

Cp. It. oltramontano and F. ultramontain and

see ultra- and mount, 'hill'. Cp. also tramontane,

ultramontanism, n., the principles of the ultra-

montane party. — F. ultramontanisme formed

fr. ultramontain (fr. ML. ultrdmontanus) with

suff. -isme. See prec. word and -ism.

ultramontanist, n., an adherent of the ultramon-

tane party. — See ultramontane and -ist.

ultramundane, n., beyond the world. — L. ultrd-

munddnus, formed fr. ultra, 'beyond', and nmn-

ddnus, 'wordly'. See ultra- and mundane,

ultrasonic, adj., supersonic. — See ultra- and

sonic.

ultraviolet, adj., outside the violet end of the vis-

ible spectrum (physics). — Lit. "beyond the

violet', compounded of ultra- and violet,

ultra vires, transcending one's power or author-

ity {law). — L., 'beyond powers', fr. ultrd, 'be-

yond', and vires, ace. (and nom.) pi. of vis,

'force, strength', which is rel. to vir, 'man'. See

ultra and virile,

ultroneous, adj., voluntary. — L. ullrdneus, 'of

one's own accord, voluntary, spontaneous', fr.

ultrd, 'beyond; of one's own accord". See ultra

and -ecus.

Derivatives: ultroneous-ly, adv., ultroneous-ness,

n.

ululant, adj., howling. — L. ululdns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of ululdre. See next word and -ant.

ululate, intr. v., to howl. — L. uhildt(-um), pp.

stem of ululdre, 'to howl, screech, cry out'

(whence ulula, 'owl', prop, 'the screeching bird')

;

from reduplication of the imitative base *«/-,

*ol-. Cp. Gk. oXoX'Xs'v, 'to cry aloud', Ol.

ululih, 'a howling'. Cp. also owl. For the ending

see verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: ululation (q.v.), utulat-ive, adj.

ululation, n., howling, lamentation. — L. ululdtio,

gen. -onis, fr. ululdti-um), pp. stem of ululdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

Ulva, n., a genus of seaweeds, the sea lettuce

{hot.)— L. ulva, 'sedge', rel. lo alga. See alga.

Ulvaceae, n. pi., a family of seaweeds {bot.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -aceae fr. Ulva (q.v.)

ulvaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Ulysses, n., Latin name for Odysseus. — L.,

more exactly Ulixes, fr. Gk. 'OSuotosui; (see

Odysseus). The Latin spellings Ulisses, Ulysses

are an attempt at bringing Ulixes nearer to Gk.

'OSuaaeuc, more exactly, to its dialectal forms

'OXua<jeu?, 'OX'jtJsiii;, 'OXtueuc.

umangite, n., a copper selenide (mineral.) — G.

Umangit, named after the Sierra de Umango in

Argentina. The ending -it goes back to Gk.

-iTTji;; see subst. suff. -ite.

umbel, n., a type of inflorescence (bot.) — L. um-

bella (for *umber-la), 'sunshade, parasol', lit. 'a

little shade', dimin, of umbra, 'shade, shadow'.

See umbra and cp. umbrella. For the change of

*umber-ld to umbella cp. L. libellus, 'a little

book', for *liber-lus, fr. liber, 'book' (see libel).
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Derivative: umbel(l)-ed, adj.

umbell-, form of umbelli- before a vowel.

umbella, n., the same as umbel. — L. See prec.

word.

Derivatives: umbell-ar, adj., umbellate (q.v.)

umbellate, adj., having umbels. — ModL. um-

belldtus, fr. L. umbella. See umbel and adj. suff.

-ate.

umbellet, n., an umbellule (bot.) — Formed fr.

umbel with dimin. suff. -et.

umbelli-, before a vowel umbell-, a combining

form meaning 'umbel' or 'umbellate'. — Fr. L.

umbella. See umbel,

umbelliferous, adj., producing umbels (bot.) —
Compounded of umbelli- and -ferous.

umbelliform, adj., having the form of an umbel

(bot.) — Compounded of umbelli- and forma,

'form, shape'. See form, n.

umbellule, n., a secondary umbel (bot.)— ModL.
umbellula, a double dimin., formed fr. L. um-

bella, itself a dimin. of umbra, 'shade, shadow'.

See umbel and -ule.

umber, n., a brown earthy pigment. — ME. um-

bre, umber, 'shade, shadow', fr. MF. umbre (F.

ombre), for terre d^ Umbre (F. terre d'Ombre),

lit. 'earth of Umbria' (in Italy). For sense de-

velopment cp. It. terra di Siena, 'umber', lit.

'earth of Siena', fr. Siena, a town in Northern

Italy (cp. sienna).

Derivatives: umber, adj., dark brown, umber,

tr. v., to paint with umber.

umber, n., the grayling. — ME. umbre, fr. MF.
umbre (F. ombre), 'the grayling', fr. OF., fr. L.

umbra, 'shade'. See umbra. For sense develop-

ment cp. umbrette and Sciaenidae.

umbilical, adj., pertaining to the navel. — ML.
umbilicdlis, fr. L. umbilicus. See umbilicus and

adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: umbilical-ly, adv.

umbiliqate, adj., having an umbilicus. — L. um-

bilicdtus, formed with suff. -dtus fr. umbilicus.

See next word and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives : umbilicat-ed, adj., umbilicat-ion, n.

umbilicus, n., navel (anat.)— L. umbilicus, 'navel,

umbilical cord', prob. formed with suff. -cus, fr.

*ombeli which is rel. to umbo, 'boss of a shield',

and cogn. with Gk. oixtpaXoc;, 'navel; boss of

a shield, knob", ON. nafli, OE. nafela, 'navel'.

See navel and cp. umbo, nombril, omphalic.

umbiliform, adj., having the form of an umbilicus

or navel. — See prec. word and -form.

umble pie, pie made of the umbles of a deer. —
See next word and cp. humble pie.

umbles, n. pi. — Obsol. var. of numbles.

umbo, n., the boss of a shield. — L. umbo, 'a

convex elevation, knob, boss', rel. to umbilicus.

'navel'. See umbilicus.

umbonal, adj., pertaining to the umbo.— Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. urrtbo, gen. umbdnis. See

prec. word.

umbonate, adj., shaped like an umbo.— Formed

with suff. -atefr. L. umbs, gen. umbdnis. Seeumbo.

umbra, n., shade, shadow (of a planet). — L.

umbra, 'shade, shadow', of uncertain origin. It

is possibly cogn. with OI. dndhas-, 'darkness',

andhdif, Avestic ando, 'blind'. For the s\>S.-bra

in umbra cp. the suff. in L. tenebrae (pi.), 'dairk-

ness'. See Ernout-Meillet, DELL., p. 745 s.v.

umbra. Cp. Rum. umbra. It. ombra, F. ombre,

OProven?., Catal. ombra, 'shade', which all de-

rive fr. L. umbra, and Catal., Sp., Port, sombra,

'shade', which come fr. VL. subumbrdre, 'to

cast shade upon'. Cp. umbel, umber, 'the gray-

ling', umbrage, umbrella, umbrette, adumbrate,

adumbration, penumbra. Cp. also somber, som-

brero,

umbraculiferous, adj., bearing umbracula (bot.)

— Compounded of umbraculum and -ferous.

umbraculiform, adj., shaped like an umbraculum

(bot.) — Compounded of umbraculum and L.

forma, 'form, shape'. See form, n.

umbraculum, n., an appendage of the form of an

umbrella (bot.) — L., 'umbrella', dimin. of um-

bra. See umbra and -culum.

lunbrage, n., 1) shadow; 2) resentment. — ME.,

fr. OF. umbrage, ombrage (F. ombrage), 'shade,

suspicion, distrust', fr. L. umbrdticus, 'pertain-

ing to shade', fr. umbra. See umbra and -age.

umbrageous, adj., shady. •— F. omhrageux, 'sus-

picious, distrustful; skittish (said of horses)', fr.

OF. umbrageus, ombrageus, 'shady, suspicious',

fr. umbre, ombre (F. ombre), 'shade'. See umbra

and -ous.

Derivatives: umbrage, tr. v., umbrageous-ly, adv

umbrageous-ness, n.

umbral, adj., pertaining to an umbra. — Formed

fr. umbra with adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: umbral-ly, adv.

umbrella, n. — It. ombrella, fr. Late L. umbrella,

alteration of L. umbella, 'a little shadow, sun-

shade, umbrella', dimin. of umbra. See umbra

and -ella and cp. umbel.

Derivatives: umbrella, adj. and tr. v.

umbrette, n., the bird called Scopus umbretta. —
ModL. umbretta, fr. F. ombrette, dimin' of

ombre, 'the grayling'. See umber, 'the grayling',

and -ette.

Umbrian, adj., pertaining to Umbria. — Formed

with suff. -an fr. L. Umbria, name of a district in

Central Italy.

Derivative: Umbrian, n.

umbriferous, adj., giving shade. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. umbrifer, 'giving shade, casting a

shade, shady', which is compounded of umbra,

'shade', and the stem of ferre, 'to bear, carry'.

See umbra and -ferous.

umiak, n., an Eskimo boat. — Eskimo.

umlaut, n., vowel mutation.— G. Umlaut, 'modi-

fication of a vowel', coined by the German
poet Friedrich Gottlieb Klopstock (1724-1803)

fr. um, 'around, about', and Laut, 'sound'. The
first element derives fr. MHG. umbe, Umbe, fr.

OHO. umbi, which is rel. to OE. ymbe, 'around,

about' ; see ambi- and cp. amphi-. The second



umpire

element is rel. to G. laut, 'loud'; see loud andcp.

ablaut, anlaut, auslaut. As a technical term of

grammar, the word umlaut was introduced by

the German philologist Jakob Ludwig Karl

Grimm (1785-1863).

umpire, n., judge, arbiter. — ME. nompere, noun-

pere, fr. OF. nomper, earlier nonper, 'not equal',

fr. lion, 'not', and per, 'equal, peer', fr. L. noit,

'not', resp. par, 'equal'. See non and peer, n. The

modern E. form is due to a misdivision of a

numpire into an umpire. For similar misdivi-

sions cp. adder and words there referred to.

Derivatives: umpire, it. v., umpir-age, n., umpir-

ess, n.

umpteen, adj., any great number (army slang). —
Coined on analogy of thxxteen, etc., fr. ump-, an

interjection suggestive of an indefinite number.

Derivative: umpteen-th, adj.

un-, privative pref., as in unknown. — ME., fr.

OE., rel. to OS., OFris., OHG., MHO., G. un-,

Goth, un-, ON. «-, o-, Dan. «-, Swed. 6-,

Du. on-, and cogn. with OI., Avestic, OPers.

a-, an-, Toch. an-, en-, em-. Arm. an-, Gk. a-,

before a vowel hi-, Oscan and Urabr. an-, L.

in-, Olr. an-, in-, e-, W., Bret., Co. an-. Cp. the

pref. in OE. uncUp, ON. akadr, Goth, unkunps,

Ol. djiiatah. Arm. ancanaut\ Gk. a^p/coToi;, L.

Ignotus (for *in-gnotos), Olr. ingnad, 'unknown'

(see uncouth). These prefixes derive fr. I.-E. *(!-,

to which base *ne, 'no, not', stands in vowel

gradation. See no and cp. the priv. prefixes an-

and in-.

un-, pref expressing reversal, deprivation or

removal, as in undo, unfasten. — ME. un-, fr.

OE. on-, un-, rel. to OS. ant-, ON. and-, Du.

ont-, OHG. ant-, int-, MHG., G. ant-, ent-,

Goth, and-, "against', Goth. prep, and, 'along',

and cognate with OI. ami, 'opposite", Gk. avxa,

a-jTTjV, 'opposite', avTt, 'over against, opposite,

before', L. ante, 'before', fr. I.-E. base *anta-,

*anti-, "over against, opposite'. See ante-, anti-.

For the fuller OE. form see answer.

unable, adj. — ME. See priv. pref un- and able.

Cp. inability.

Derivati\es: unnble-ness, n., unabl-y, adv.

unanimity, n. — ME. unanimite, fr. MP. (= F.)

unanimitc, fr. L. Unammitatem, ace. of Unani-

mitds, fr. unanimus, 'of one mind'. See next word

and -ity.

unanimous, adj., of one mind. —• L. Unanimus, 'of

one mind', compounded of Unus, 'one", and ani-

mus, "mind'. See one and animus. For E. -ous,

as equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivati\es: unanimous-ly, adv., unanimous-

ness, n.

unapt, adj. — Formed fr. priv. pref. un- and apt.

Cp. inapt, inept.

unattached, adj. — Formed fr. priv. pref un- and

attached. Cp. tosher, which is a corruption of

unattached.

unbelief, n. — Formed fr. priv. pref. un- and

belief. Cp. OE. ungeleafa.
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unberufen, interj., used in the sense of 'Heaven

forbid'. — G., ht. 'uncalled'; formed fr. pref.

un-, and berufen, pp. of berufen, 'to call', fr.

pref. be- and rufen, 'to call'. See priv. pref. un-,

pref. be- and roup, 'to sell by auction'.

Uncaria, n. pi., a genus of plants of the madder
family (hot.) — ModL., fr. L. uncus, 'hook'. See

uncus and -aria,

uncia, n. — L., 'the twelfth part of anything, the

twelfth part of a pound, an ounce; the twelfth

partof a foot, aninch', fr. *oinicia, *oincia, 'uni-

ty', and rel. to OL. oinos, L. Unus, 'one'. See

one and cp. unity. Cp. also ounce, oka, inch, un-

cial and the second element in semoncia.

luiciferous, adj., bearing a hook (zool.) — Com-
pounded of L. uncus, 'hook', &nAferre, 'to bear,

carry'. See uncus and -ferous.

unciform, adj., hook-shaped. — Compounded of

L. uncus, 'hook', dind forma, 'form, shape". See

imcus and form, n.

uncinal, adj., hooklike. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. uncinus, 'hook, barb'. See uncinus.

uncinate, adj., hooked, hook-shaped. — L. un-

cindtus, fr. uncinus, 'hook, barb'. See next word
and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivative: uncinat-ed, adj.

uncinus, n., a hooklike process. — L. uncinus,

'hook, barb', fr. uncus. See uncus,

uncle, n. — ME. fr. OF. uncle, oncle (F. oncle),

fr. VL. aunculus (whence also Rum. unchiO), fr.

L. avunculus, 'uncle on the mother's side', dimin.

of avus, 'grandfather", which is cogn. with Arm.

Aav, 'grandfather', Lith.ai'/naj, 'maternal uncle',

OPruss. awis, 'uncle', OSlav. ujl, 'uncle', the

first element in OE. earn, OFris. em, Du. oom,

OHG., MHG. oheim, 'maternal uncle', G.

Oheim, Ohm, 'uncle', ON. afi, 'grandfather', di,

'great-grandfather', Goth, awo, 'grandmother',

Olr. aue, haue, Mir. oa, ua, 'grandson', later

'nephew', W. ewythr, 'uncle'. Cp. avuncular,

atavism, avital, ayah, 'a Hindu nurse', erne.

Derivative: uncle, tr. v.

-uncle, dimin. sutf. — L. -unculus, enlargement of

suff. -cuius. See -cuius, -cule.

Uncle Sam, the government or the people of the

United States (colloq.) — Extension of the ini-

tials U.S. after Samuel Wilson (1776-1854) of

Troy (New York), popularly called "Uncle

Sam", who was a meat inspector during the war

of 1812 and stamped the barrels of meat he

packed with the initials U.S.-E.A., which stood

for C/nited States — Elbert Anderson (name of

the contractor). In a humorous way the letters

U.S. were 'explained' as the initials of t/ncle

Sam. Cp. Sammy,
unco, adj., adv., and n. — Scot. var. of uncouth,

uncouth, adj., 1) uncommon; 2) strange; awk-

ward.—ME., fr. OE. uncUp, 'unknown, strange',

fr. priv. pref. un- (q.v.), and cap, 'known',

prop. pp. of cunnan, 'to know'. See can, 'to be

able', and cunning and cp. unco and the first

element in Cuthbert.

16//

Derivatives: uncouth-ly, adv., uncouth-ness, n.

unction, n., 1) the act of anointing; 2) an unguent

;

3) fervor. — ME. unctioun, fr. L. undid, gen.

-onis, 'anointing', fr. unctus, pp. of unguere, 'to

anoint'. See unguent,

unctuous, adj., 1) oily; 2) full of unction; suave.

— ML. unctuosus, fr. L. unctus, pp. of unguere,

'to anoint'. See unguent and -ous.

Derivatives : unctuous-ly, adv., unctuous-ness, n.

uncus, n., hook {anat. and zool.) — L., fr. Gk.

o-^y-oc,, which stands in gradational relationship

to Gk. ayxo?, 'a bend, hollow', a valley', dyxtiv,

'bend of the arm, elbow', (iyxuXo?, 'crooked,

curved', Syxupa, 'anchor', OE. angel, 'fish-

hook'. See angle, 'fishhook', angle, 'corner',

and cp. Uncaria, unciferous, unciform, uncinate,

uncinus, adimcous, Redunca.

undate, adj., wavy.— L. unddtus, fr. unda, 'wave',

which is cogn. with OI. unddti, unatti, 'it springs,

gushes, moistens', uddn-, udakdm, 'water', Gk.

6Scop, Goth, wato, OE. waeter, 'water'. See

water and adj. suff. -ate and cp. hydra, hydro-,

Cp. also aboimd, abundance, inundate, inunda-

tion, redound, redundant, sound, 'to measure',

superaboimd, superabundance, undine, undose,

undulate, imdulous, ondograph.

undecagon, n., a figure having eleven angles and

eleven sides (geom.) — A hybrid coined fr. L.

undecim, 'eleven', and Gk. yaVia., 'angle'. The

first element is compounded of L. Unus, 'one',

and decern, 'ten' ; see one and ten and cp. next

word. For the second element see -gon. The

correct form is hendecagon (q.v.), in which both

elements are of Greek origin.

undecennial, adj., occurring every eleventh year.

— Formed fr. L. undecim, 'eleven' (see prec.

word), with suff. -ennial, on analogy of decennial

(q.v.)

under, prep. — ME., fr. OE. under, rel. to OFris.

under, OS., Goth, undar, ON. undir, Dan.,

Swed., OFris. under, Du. onder, OHG. untar,

unter, MHG. under, unter, G. unter, fr. I.-E.

*ndher, 'under', whence also OI. adhdh, 'below',

ddharah, 'lower', Avestic adara-, 'lower', Toch.

A d/t(?, 'under'. Arm. *«(/, 'under', L. inferus,

'lower', infra, 'below" and pcrh. Gk. d^epiJ^eiv,

'to make light of (for sense development cp. Ol.

adharina-, 'despised, made light of, fr. adhdh,

'below'). Cp. inferior, infernal, infra.— Cp. also

I.-E. *nter, 'between, among', whence OE. un-

der, OHG. untar, Goth, undar, 'among', OI.

antdr, 'among, between', L. inter, 'between,

among", Gk. EvTspa, 'intestines'. See inter,

prep., and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: under, adv. and adj.

under-, pref. — From prec. word.

undercroft, n., a crypt. — Compounded of under

and obsol. croft, 'vault', which is borrowed fr.

VL. crupta, fr. L. crypta, fr. Gk. xpuTrxv), 'crypt,

vault' ; see crypt.

undergraduate, adj. and n. — A hybrid coined fr.

under and graduate, a word of Latin origin.

underciurent, n. — A hybric coined fr. under and

current, a word of Latin origin.

underestimate, tr. v. — Loan translation- qf F.

sous-dvaluer, a word coined by the French ppet

and critic Pierre-Charles Baudelaire (1821-67)

fr. F. sous, 'under', and evaluer, 'to estimate'-

Derivative: underestimat-ion, n.

underlay, tr. v. — ME. underleggen, underleyen,

fr. OE. underlecgan, fr. under- and lecgan, 'to

lay'. See lay, 'to place'.

Derivatives: underlay, n., underlay-er, n.

underlie, tr. v. — ME. underUggen, underlien, fr.

OE. underlicgan, fr. under and licgan, 'to lie'. See

lie, 'to recline'.

Derivatives: underlie, n., underli-er, n.

underneath, adv. and prep.— ME. undernethe, fr.

OE. underneopan. See under and nether and cp.

beneath.

understand, tr. and intr. v. — ME. understanden,

fr. OE. understandan, lit. 'to stand under', fr.

under- (see under) and standan, 'to stand'. Cp.

OFris. understonda and see under and stand. For

sense development cp. OE. forstandan, 'to un-

derstand', lit. 'to stand before', MDu. verstaen,

Du. verstaan, MHG. verstdn, versten, G. ver-

stehen, 'to understand', lit. 'to stand through',

Gk. s7:iCTTa(xai, 'I understand', lit. 'I stand

upon'.

Derivatives: understand-able, adj., understand-

able-ness, n., understand-abl-y, adv., understand-

er, n., understand-ing, n. and adj., understand-

ing-ly, adv., understand-ing-ness, n.

undertake, tr. and intr. v. — ME. undertaken; see

under and take. ME. undertaken is prop, a loan

translation of OE. underniman, 'to undertake'

(formed fr. under- and niman, 'to take'), which

is rel. to OS. undarniman, Du. ondernemen,

OHG. untarneman, MHG. undernemen, G. un-

ternehmen. Cp. F. entreprendre, 'to undertake',

fr. entre, 'between, among', and prendre, 'to

take'.

Derivatives: undertak-er, n., undertak-ing, n.

and adj., undertak-ing-ly, adv.

underwrite, tr. and intr. v. — Loan translation of

L. subscribere, fr. sub, 'under', and scribere, 'to

write'. See under and write.

Derivatives: underwrit-er, n., underwrit-ing, n.

undies, n. pi., women's underwear (colloq.) —
Formed from the abbreviation of underwear

with -ies, pi. of dimin. suff. -y.

undine, n., a female water sprite. — G., fr. F. on-

dine, introduced by the French poet Pierre de

Ronsard (1524-85) fr. ModL. undina, a word

coined by Paracelsus fr. L. unda, 'wave". See

undate and -ine (representing L. -ina). For sense

development cxi.gnome, sprite, salamander, sylph.

undo, tr. v. — ME. undon, fr. OE. undon, ondon,

fr.un-,pref. expressing reversal, and rfon, 'todo'.

See do, v.

Derivatives: undo-er, n., undo-ing, n.

undone, unfastened, pp. of undo. — ME. undon,

pp. of undon, 'to undo'. See prec. word.
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undone, adj., not done. — ME. undon, fr. priv.

pref. un- and don, 'done', pp. oi don, 'to do'. See

do, V.

undose, adj., undulate. — L. undosus, 'wavy', fr.

undo, 'wave'. See undate and adj. suff. -ose.

undress, tr. v., to take clothes off; intr. v., to take

one's clothes off. — Formed fr. un-, pref. ex-

pressing reversal, and the verb dress.

Derivative: undress-ed, adj.

undress, n., ordinary dress, as distinguished from

full dress. — Formed fr. priv. pref. tm- and the

noun dress. See dress,

undulant, adj., 1) undulating; 2) wavelike. —
Formed as if fr. L. *unduldns, gen. -antis, pres.

part, of *unduldre, back formation fr. unduldtus,

which was regarded as a pp. See undulate, adj.

undulate, adj., wavy. — L. unduldtus, 'wavy, un-

dulated", fr. *miduia, dimin. of undo, 'wave'. See

undate, -ule and adj. suflf. -ate.

undulate, intr. v., to move in waves. —• L. undu-

latus. See undulate, adj.

Derivatives: undulat-ed, adj., undulat-ing, adj.,

undulat-ing-ly, adv., undulat-ion, n., undulat-ory,

adj.

uneven, adj. — ME., fr. OE. unefen, unefn. See

priv. pref. un- and even.

Derivatives: uneven-ly, adv., uneven-ness, n.

unfair, adj. — ME., fr. OE. unfaeger, 'unlovely'.

See priv. pref. un- and fair, adj.

Derivatives: uiifair-ly, adv., unfair-ness, n.

unfold, tr. v. — ME. unfolden, fr. OE. unfealdan.

See un-, pref. expressing reversal, and fold,

ungainly, adj.— ME. ungeinliche, adv., fr. ungein,

'inconvenient', fr. priv. pref. un- and ON. gegn,

'ready, convenient'. See gainly.

ungual, adj., pertaining to a nail or claw.— Form-

ed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. unguis, 'nail, hoof

claw', which is cogn. with Gk. 6vu5, ON. nagl,

OE. tiiegel, 'nail". See nail and cp. onyx. Cp. also

unguiculate, unguiform, Ungulata, ungulate.

unguent, n., an ointment. — L. unguentum, 'oint-

ment", fr. unguen, 'ointment', from the stem of

unguere (pp. uiictus), 'to anoint", which is rel. to

Umbr. umen, "ointment", and cogn. with OI.

andkti, 'anoints, smears", Arm. aucanem, 'I

anoint", OPruss. aitclan, 'butter', OHG. ancho,

MHO., G. anke, "butter', Olr. imb. OCo. ame-

nen, Bret, amann, W. ymenyn, 'butter'. Cp. unc-

tion, unctuous. Cp. also anoint, axunge, ointment,

prune, "to preen".

unguiculate, adj., having nails or claws (zool.) —
ModL. unguiculdlus, fr. L. unguiculus, 'finger-

nail", dimin. of unguis, 'nail'. See ungual, -cule

and adj. suff. -ate.

Derivatives; unguiculate, n., unguiculat-ed, adj.

unguiform, adj., having the shape of a nail. —
Formed fr. L. unguis, 'nail', and forma, 'form,

shape". See ungual and form, n.

Ungulata, n. pi., the hoofed mammals (zool.) —
ModL., neut. pi. of Late L. unguldtus. See next

word and cp. the second element in Notungulate.

ungulate, adj., hoofed; pertaining to the Ungula-

ta. — Late L. unguldtus, 'hoofed', fr. L. ungula,

'hoof, claw, talon', dimin. in form (but not in

meaning) of unguis, 'nail'. See ungual, -ule and

adj. suff. -ate.

unholy, adj. — ME., fr. OE. unhdlig. See priv.

pref. lui- and holy-.

Derivatives: unholi-ly, adv., unholi-ness, n.

imi-, combining form meaning 'having one only;

single. — L. iini-, fr. unus, 'one'. See one and cp.

words there referred to. Cp. also the last element

in coadunate.

uni, adj., plainly woven. — F. uni, lit. 'united',

pp. of unir, 'to join, unite , fr. L. unlre, of s.m.,

fr. unus, 'one'. See uni-.

TJniat, Uniate, n., pertaining to any of such East-

ern Christian Churches as acknowledge the su-

premacy of the Pope. — Russ. uniyat, fr. unia,

'unity, union', fr. L. unus, 'one'. See uni-.

uniaxial, adj., having one axis. — Compounded

of uni- and axial,

unible, adj., that may be united. — Formed with

suff. -ible fr. L. unlre, 'to unite'. See unite,

unicorn, n. — ME. unicorne, fr. MF. (= F.) uni-

corne, fr. L. unicornis, 'one-horned', used in the .

Vulgate| for Gk. jiov6>cEptoc of the LXX text;

cp. G. Einhorn, W. ungorn, Bret, uncorn, OSlav.

ino-rogu. See uni- and horn, and cp. corn, 'a

horny induration'.

uniform, adj. — MF. (= F.) unifonne, fr. L. uni-

formis, 'having one form', fr. L. unus, 'one', and

forma, 'form, shape'. See uni- and form, n.

Derivatives: uniform, tr. v., uniform-ly, adv.,

uniform-ness, n.

uniform, n. — F. uniforme, 'a uniform dress', fr.

uniforme, adj. See prec. word.

uniformity, n. — ME. uniformite, fr. MF. (= F.)

uniformite, fr. Late L. Uniformitdtem, ace. of

uniformitds, fr. L. uniformis. See uniform, adj.,

and -ity.

unify, tr. v. — Fr. ML. unificdre, 'to unite, unify'

(either directly or through the medium of F. uni-

fier), which is compounded of L. Unus, 'one', and

-ficdre, (r.facere, 'to make, do". See uni- and -fy.

Derivatives; unifi-able, adj., unifi-er, n.

unilateral, adj., one-sided. — Coined by the

English reformer Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832)

fr. ModL. unilaterdlis, fr. L. umim, neut. oi unus,

'one', and latus, gen. lateris, 'side'. See uni- and

lateral.

Derivatives: unilateral-ism, a., unilateral-ist, n.,

unilateral-ity, n., unilateral-ly, adv.

uniliteral, adj., consisting of one letter only. —
Compounded of uni- and literal.

Unio, n., a genus of mussels (zool.) — ModL., fr.

L. iinio, 'pearl', prob. meaning lit. 'that which is

unique', and rel. to unus, 'one", unio, 'unity,

union' ; see union. For sense development cp. F.

solitaire, 'solitaire (diamond)', lit. 'solitary,

single' (see solitary).

Uniola, n., a genus of plants, the spike-grass. —
Late L., name of a plant, prop, dimin. of L.

unio, 'union'. See union and dimin. suff. -ole.
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union, n.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. Late L. unio-

nem, ace. of unio, 'unity, union', fr. L. unus,

'one'. See uni-.

unionism, n., the principle of union. — See union

and -ism.

unionist, n., an adherent of unionism. — See

union and -ist.

uniparous, adj., producing but one at a birth. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. unus, 'one', and

parere, 'to bring forth, beget, bear'. See uni- and

-parous.

unipartlte, adj., not divided into parts. — Lit.

'consisting of one part only', fr. L. unus, 'one',

and pars, gen. partis, 'part'. See uni-, part, n.,

and adj. suff. -ite and cp. tripartite.

unique, adj. — F. unique, fr. L. unicus, 'one only,

single', fr. unus, 'one'. See uni-.

Derivatives: unique, n., unique-ly, adv., unique-

ness, n.

unireme, n., a galley having but one bank of oars.

— Formed on analogy of bireme, etc., fr. L.

iinus, 'one', and remus, 'oar'. See uni- and bireme.

unison, n., concert, harmony.— MF. (= F.) unis-

son, fr. ML. unisonus, 'having only one sound',

compounded of L. dnus, 'one', and sonus,

'sound'. See uni- and sound, 'noise'.

unit, n. — Shortened fr. unity.

Unitarian, n., one who rejects the doctrine of the

Trinity. — ModL. iinitdrius. See next word and

-ian.

Derivative: Unitarian, adj.

unitary, adj., pertaining to a unit. — Formed fr.

unity with adj. suff. -ary.

unite, tr. and intr. v. — ME. uniten, fr. L. unitus,

pp. of unlre, 'to make one, join, unite', fr. Onus,

'one'. See uni-.

Derivatives: unit-ed, adj., unit-ed-ly, adv., unit-

ed-ness, n., unit-er, n., unit-ing, adj., unil-ing-ly,

adv.

unitive,.adj., tending to unite. — Late L. unitivus,

fr. L. unitus. See unite and -ive.

unity, n. — ME. unite, fr. OF. unite (F. unite), fr.

L. unitdtem, ace. ofdnitds, 'unity', fr. Onus, 'one'.

See one and cp. unit.

univalence, univalency, n. (chem.) — Formed fr.

next word with suff. -ce, resp. -cy.

univalent, adj., having a valency of one (chem.)—
Formed fr. tri- and L. ralens, gen. -entls, pres.

part, of valere, 'to have power'. See valiant and

cp. -valent.

universal, adj. — ME. unlversel, universal, fr. MF.
universal, universel (F. unlversel), fr. OF., fr. L.

universdlis, 'belonging to all, universal', fr. uni-

versus. See universe and adj. suff. -al. L. univer-

salis was prob. coined by the Roman rhetorician

Marcus Fabius Quintilianus (cca. 35-cca. 95

CE.) to translate Gk. zadoXixd? (see catholic).

Derivatives: universal, n., universal-ism, n.,

universal-ist, n., universal-ity, n., universal-ize,

tr. v., universal-ly, adv., universal-ness, n.

universe n. L. universum, 'the whole world, the

universe', prop. neut. sing, of the adjective uni-

versus, 'whole, general, universal', lit. 'turned

into one', fr. unus, 'one', and versus, pp. of ver-

tere, 'to turn' ; see version and cp. words there

referred to. L. universum is prop, the loan trans-

lation of Gk. t6 oXov, 'the universe', subst. use

of the neut. of oXo?, 'whole'.

university, n. — ME. universite, fr. OF. universite

(F. universite), fr. ML. universitdtem, ace. of

universltds, 'imiversity', fr. Late L. universitds,

'a number of persons associated into otie body',

fr. L., 'the whole, the whole world, a nuqiber of

persons associated into one body', fr. uniyersus,

'whole, general, universal'. See prec. woM and

-ity.

imiversology, n., study of the universe. — A hy-

brid coined fr. L. universum, 'the universe', and

Gk. -Xoyta, fr. -Xhyaz, 'one who speaks (in a

certain manner) ; one who deals (with a certain

topic)'. See universe and -logy.

Derivatives: universolog-ic-al, adj., universolog-

ist, n.

univocal, adj., having one meaning only. — Form-
ed with adj. suff. -al fr. Late L. univocus, which

is compounded of L. unus, 'one', and vo.v, gen.

vocis, 'voice, sound'. See uni- and vocal.

unkempt, adj., not combed; untidy. — Formed
fr. priv. pref. un- and ME. kempt, pp. ofkemben,

fr. OE. cemban, 'to comb', which stands in gra-

dational relationship to OE. camb, 'comb'. See

comb.

unless, conj. — Fr. earlier onlesse, onlesse that,

i.e. 'on less that'. Cp. F. d mains que, 'unless',

lit. 'on less that', and see on and less.

unmeet, adj., not meet; unsuitable. — ME. un-

mete, fr. OE. unmSte, 'not meet'. See priv. pref.

un- and meet, adj.

Derivatives: unmeet-ly, adv., unmeet-ness, n.

uiuruly, adj., hard to restrain, disorderly. — ME.
unreuly, fr. priv. pref un- and reuly, ruly, 'amen-

able to rule', fr. reule, 'rule'. See rule, n., and

adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: unrull-ly, adv., unruli-ness, n.

untie, tr. and intr. v. -— ME. untyen, fr. OE. un-

tiegan. See un-, pref. expressing reversal, and

tie.

imtil, prep, and conj. — ME., prob. fr. unto (with

the substitution of til, 'till', for to). Cp. Dan.

indtil and Swed. intill and see unto and till.

unto, prep. — ME., contraction of *und to. The
first word means 'up to, until', and is rel. to OE.

dl>, OS., ON., OFris., Goth, und, OHG. unzi,

'up to, until', and to OE. end, 'end'; see end. For

the etymology of the second word see to. Cp.

prec. word.

unwieldy, adj., 1) not easy to handle; 2) awkward.
— Formed from priv. pref. un- and obsolete

wieldy, 'easy to wield', from wield and adj. suff.

-y-

Derivatives: unwield-ly, adv., unwietdi-ness, n.

up, adv. — ME., fr. OE. upp, up, 'up', uppe, 'on

high, up', rel. to OS. uppa, upp, OFris. up, ON.,
Swed. upp, Dan., Du. op, OHG., MHO. u/, G.
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auf, Goth, iup, 'up, upward', «/, 'under'. The

original meaning of these words was 'from be-

low". They derive fr. l.-E. base *upo-, 'from be-

low; turning upward, upward; up, over, be-

yond', whence also OI. lipa, 'near, under, up to,

on', Gk. UTTO, 'under, below', L. sub (for *sup-),

'under' ; see sub-. Fr. I.-E. base *upo- developed

the comparative *uper-, *uperi-, 'over, above,

beyond', whence OI. updri, Gk. uTisp, L. super,

'over, above, beyond'. See over and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also upon, upper, uppish,

above, open, eaves, evU and the first element in

orlop. Cp. also hypsi-, the first element in ooftish

and the second element in duniwassal.

Derivatives: up, prep., adj., up, v. (q.v.)

up, intr. v., to rise. — Fr. the adverb up. Cp. OE.

uppian, 'to rise', fr. upp, 'up', and OE. yppan, 'to

bring up, disclose', which stands in gradational

relationship to upp, 'up'.

up-, pref. — From the adverb up.

Upanishad, n., a class of treatises in Sanskrit lit-

erature. — OI. upam^dd, lit. 'a sitting down be-

side', fr. upa, 'near to', and ni-sdd, 'a sitting

down'. For the first element see up, adv. OI. ni,

'down, downward', is rel. to Avestic ni, of s.m.,

and cogn. with OSlav. nizu, 'down', OE. nider,

'downward, down, below', and with L. ni- in

nidus, 'nest' ; see nest,

upas, n., 1) the Javanese tree Antiaris toxicaria;

2) its sap or poison. — Fr. Malay Upas, 'vege-

table poison', in pohn Upas, lit. 'poison tree', fr.

pohn, 'poison', and upas, 'tree'. The word came

into English through the medium of the Dutch.

upbraid, tr. v., to chide. — ME. upbreiden, 'to re-

proach, censure', fr. OE. upbregdan, fr. upp, up,

'up", and bregdan, 'to braid, twist, throw, brand-

ish'. See up, adv., and braid. For sense develop-

ment cp. ON. bregda, 'to braid, brandish, up-

braid', Dan. bebreide, 'to reproach, upbraid'.

Derivatives: upbraid-er, n., upbraid-ing, n. and

adj., upbraid-ing-ly, adv.

upholster, tr. v.— Back formation fr. upholsterer.

Derivative: upholster-y, n.

upholsterer, n. — For earlier upholdster, second-

ary form of upholder, with the original sense of

'one who holds up', goods for sale; see up, adv.,

hold, v., and -ster. For the redundant suff. -er in

upholsterer, cp. caterer, fruiterer, poulterer,

sorcerer.

uphroe, n. — See euphroe.

upon, prep.— ME. upon, which is a compound of

up and on. See up, adv., and on.

upper, adj. — Comparative of the adj. up. See up,

adv., and compar. suff. -er.

Derivative: upper, n.

uppish, adj. — Formed from the adj. up (see up,

adv.) with adj. suff. -ish.

Derivatives: uppish-ly, adv., uppish-ness, n.

uproar, n., tumult. — Du. oproer, 'tumult, riot',

fr. MDu., lit. 'a stirring up', fr. op, 'up' (see up,

adv.), and roer, 'confusion', which is rel. to ON.

hrira, 'to Stir up', OE. hreran, 'to move, stir.
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shake'. Cp. G. Aufruhr, 'tumult', which is the

exact etymological equivalent of Du. oproer,

and see rare, 'underdone'. E. uproar was in-

fluenced in spelling by the verb /-oar.

Derivatives: uproar-ious, adj., uproar-ious-ly,

adv., uproar-ious-ness, n.

upside down, adv. — Alteration of ME. up so

down. Cp. topsy-turvy.

upsilon, n., the twentieth letter of the Greek al-

phabet (u, T). — Gk. 5 t|)iX6v, lit. 'a mere or

bare y\ so called in contradistinctionto the diph-

thongs 01, et, which are pronounced in Med-

ieval and Modem Greek exactly like u (= 0-

See hyoid and psilo- and cp. epsilon.

upward, adv.— ME., fr. OE. upweard. Cp. MLG.
upwart, MDu. opwaert, Du. opwaart, MHG. «/-

wert, and see up and -ward,

upwards, adv. — Formed from prec. word with

adv. gen. suff. -es, -s. See -wards,

ur-, form of two- before a vowel.

uracho-, combining form used in the sense of

'urachal and". — See next word.

urachus, n., a fibrous cord connecting the apex

of the bladder with the umbilicus {anat^) — -

Medical L., fr. Gk. oupay.i?, 'urinary canal of a

fetus', fr. o5pov, 'urine', and base of yzi^, 'to

pour'. See urine and chyle.

Derivative: urach-al, adj.

uraemia, n. — See uremia,

uraeus, n., the sacred cobra as represented on the

headdress of the rulers of ancient Egypt. —
ModL., fr. Gk. oupato?, fr. Egypt, uro, 'asp;

king'.

Ural-Altaic, adj., pertaining to a great group of

people and languages in Eastern Europe and

Central Asia. — Prop, 'relating to the peoples

living between the Urals and the Altaic Moun-

tains'.

uralite, n., a variety of amphibole {mineral.) —
G. Uralit, named after the Ural mountains

where it was first found. The ending -it goes

back to Gk. -itt)?; see subst. suff. -ite.

uran, n., a monitor lizard. — F. ouran, a var. of

varan, fr. Algerian Arab, uran, altered fr. Arab.

wdral, 'monitor lizard'. See varan,

uran-, form of urano- before a vowel.

Urania, n., name of the Muse of astronomy

(Greek mythol) — L., fr. Gk. Oupavta, fem. of

o'jpavio?, 'heavenly', fr. oupavo?. See urano-.

Derivative: Urani-an, adj.

uranium, n., name of a metallic, radioactive ele-

ment {chem.)— ModL., coined by its discoverer,

the German chemist Martin Heinrich Klaproth

(1743-1817) in 1789 from the name of the planet

Uranus, which was discovered by Herschel in

1781. See Uranus and cp. titanium.

Derivatives: uran-ic, adj., uran-ite, a. {mineral.),

wan-it-ic, adj.

urano-, before a vowel uran-, combining form for

uranium. — See next word.

Uranus, n., 1) the god of Heaven, husband of

Gaia, the Earth {Greek mythol.); 2) name of a

urge

planet. — L., fr. Gk. Oipavoi;, fr. oupavog,

'heaven, sky', which prob. stands for *(f)op(ja-

v6i;, hence is possibly cogn. with OI. varfdm,

'rain', vdrfati, 'rains'. See varsha.

uranyl, n., the bivalent radical UO^ {chem.) —
Coined fr. uran- and -yl.

urazine, urazin, n., a crystalline compound,
CjHjNjOj— G. C/raz/n, formed fr. t/Wn, 'urine',

fr. L. Urina (see lu-ine) and hydrazin.

urban, adj., pertaining to a city. — L. urbdnus,

'pertaining to the city, cultivated, refined, ele-

gant', fr. urbs, gen. urbis, 'a city', esp. the city of

Rome', which is of uncertain origin. It is pos-

sibly a loan word fr. Sumerian uru, 'city'

(brought to Rome prob. through the medium of

the Etruscans). Cp. Basque uri, 'city', which

seems to be of the same origin. Cp. urbane and
suburb.

Derivatives: urban-ist, n., urban-ist-ic, adj.,

urban-ize, tr. v., urban-iz-ation, n.

Urban, masc. PN.—• Fr. L. urbdnus, 'of the town
or city; refined, polished, courteous'. See prec.

word.

urbane, adj., polished; suave. — L. urbdnus; see

urban. For a similar differentiation in form and
meaning of orig. one and the same word, cp.

german and germane, human and humane.

Derivative: urbane-ly, adv.

urbanism, n. — F. urbanisme, fr. L. urbdnus. See

urban and -ism.

urbanity, n. — MF. (= F.) urbanite, fr. L. urbd-

nitds, gen. -dtis, 'city life ; refinement or elegance

in speech', fr. urbdnus. See urban and urbane.

For the ending see suff. -ity.

urceolate, adj., shaped like a pitcher. — Formed
with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. urceolus, dimin. of ur-

ceus, 'pitcher', which is of uncertain origin. It

meant perh. orig. 'an earthen vessel', and is bor-

rowed—togerthe with Gk. fipx'") (Aeol. ^P'/Ji),

'an earthen vessel for salted fish',—fromaSem.
language. Cp. Aram, arqd (Jer. 10 : 1 1), 'the

earth', which is rel. to Aram. -Syr. ar'd, 'earth',

Heb. eretz, Arab, ard, Akkad. erfitu, 'earth'.

Cp. also Arakiel, name of the Angel of the earth

in the Book of Enoch, 8 : 3. OSlav. vriidi, 'pitch-

er', derives fr. Goth. *aiirkeis (in gen. pi.

aiirkje), 'pitcher', which itself is a loan word fr.

L. urceus. Cp. um. For the ending of L. urceolus

see dimin. suff. -ole.

urchin, n., 1) a hedgehog; 2) a sea urchin; 3) a

small boy, esp. a roguish one. — ME. urchon,

irchon, fr. OF. herichon, irechon, irefon, herigon

{¥. herissori), formed with dimin. suff. -on fr. L.

ericius, an enlarged form of er, fr. orig. *her,

'hedgehog', lit. 'the pricky creature', fr. I.-E.

base *gher-, 'to bristle', whence also Gk. /rjp,

gen. x^po?i 'hedgehog'. Alb. def, 'wild boar,

hog', and its dimin. derk, dirk, 'young pig, sow'.

Arm. Jar, 'mane of the horse', Olr. garb, W.
garw, 'rough'. For derivatives of enlarged forms

of base *gher- see horror and cp. words there

referred to.

Urdu, n., Hindustani. — Hind, urda, fr. Pers. Ur-

du, 'camp', which is cogn. with Turk, ordu,

'horde' (see horde) ; used in the sense of zabdn-

i-urdd, '(language of) the camp'.

-ure, noim suff. denoting an act or its result. —
ME., fr. OF. (= F.) -ure, fr. L. -dra, enlarge-

ment of subst. suff. -us, which derives fr. -us, suff.

of the past participle.

urea, n., crystalline compound found in the urine

of animals {biochem.) — ModL., fr. F. urie, a

word coined by the French chemist Antoine-

Frangois de Fourcroy (1755-1809) frorh the base

of the word urine (q.v.)
i

Derivative: ure-al, adj.

urease, n., an enzyme occurring in soybean^ <6/o-

chem.) — Coined fr. urea and suff. -ase.

uredo, n., a kind of rust {hot.) — L. dredo, 'a

blast, blight; a bturning itch', fr. urere, 'to burn'.

See combust.

uremia, uraemia, n., a morbid condition of the

blood {med.) — Medical L., compounded of

oupov, 'urine', and at(j.a, 'blood'. See urine,

hemal and 1st -ia.

Derivative: urem-ic, uraem-ic, adj.

ureter, n., the duct conveying urine from the kid-

neys to the bladder (anat.)— Medical L., fr. Gk.
oijp-ir)-nf;p, usually in the pi. oupTjTvipEi;, fr.

oupeiv, 'to pass urine', fr. oupov. See urine.

Derivatives: ureter-al, ureter-ic, adjs.

ureteritis, n., inflammation of the ureter {med.)—
Medical L., formed from prec. word with suff.

-itis.

uretero-, before a vowel ureter-, combining form

denoting the ureter. — Fr. Gk. oipTr-rrjp. See

ureter.

urethan, urethane, n., ethyl carbamate {chem.) —
F. urethane, coined by the French chemist Jean-

Baptiste-Andr6 Dumas (1800-84) from the ab-

breviation of the words urea and ether and suff.

-an, -ane.

urethra, n., the canal through which the urine is

discharged from the bladder {anat.) — Medical

L. urethra, fr. Gk. oupTjftpa, a word coined by

Hippocrates fr. o5p£iv, 'to pass urine", fr. oSpov.

See urine and cp. ureter.

Derivatives: urethr-al, adj., urethr-ism, n.

urethritis, n., inflammation 'of the urethra" (med.)

— Medical L., formed fr. Gk. o'jpTj&pa (see

prec. word) with suff. -itis.

urethro-, before a vowel urethr-, combining form

denoting the urethra.— Gk. o'jpY;&f o-. o'!)p?;ftp-,

fr. oup7]T>pa. See urethra.

urethroscope, n., an instrument for the examina-

tion of the interior of the urethra {med.) — Com-
pounded of urethro- and Gk. -orxo-iov, fr.

(jzoTTEtv, 'to look at, examine". See -scope.

uretic, adj., pertaining to urine; urinary. — Late

L. ureticus, fr. Gk. o'ipTjTty.o?, 'of, or relating

to, urine", fr. oijpeiv, 'to pass urine". See urine

and adj. suff. -ic.

urge, tr. v. — L. urgere, 'to press, drive, urge',

cogn. with Goth, wrikan, 'to persecute', OE.



urgence

wrecan, 'to drive, expel; to avenge'. See wreak.

Derivatives: urge, n., urgent (q.v.), urg-er, n.

urgence, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. Late L. urgentla.

See next word and -ce.

urgency, n. — Late L. urgentia, fr. L. urgens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -cy.

urgent, adj.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.) urgent, fr. L.

urgentem, ace. of urgens, pres. part, of urgere.

See urge and -ent.

Derivatives: urgent-ly, adv., urgent-ness, n.

-uria, combining form meaning 'relating to urine'

(med.) — Medical L., fr. Gk. -oupta, fr. oSpov.

See urine and 1st -ia.

Uriah, 1) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, a Hittite,

husband of Bathsheba.— Prob. of foreign, pos-

sibly Horite, origin, but folk-etymol. identified

with the Heb. name Uriyya'', which lit. means

'flame of the Lord', or 'my light is the Lord'.

For the first element of this name see Urim and

cp. Uriel, for the second see Eljiah and cp. words

there referred to.

uric, adj., pertaining to urine. — Formed with

adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. oiipov. See urine.

Uriel, masc. PN. — Heb. VrCel, lit. 'flame of

God' or 'my light is God'. See next word and

El.

Urim, n. pi., one of the two objects attached to

the breastplate of the high priest (Bible). — Heb.

urim, of uncertain origin. It is perh. identical

with the pi. of ur, 'fire, flame', fr. or, v., 'it be-

came light' (whence also or, n., 'light'), which is

rel. to Aram. Ur, 'to give light, shine", Akkad.

urru, 'light, day', Arab, av/wara, 'he kindled',

uvidr, 'heat, glow". Cp. Uriah, prec. word and

the second element in Melchior. Cp. also the

Septuagint which renders urim by SvjXMati;,

'manifestation" (fr. SvjXoGv, 'to make visible'),

and Symmachus, who translates it with the

word 96>Ti<3[xot, pi. of 9<oti(J(jl6<;, 'illumina-

tion' (fr. ?£)?. gen. cpUTo?, 'light'). Cp. Thum-

mim.

urin-, form of urino- before a vowel.

urinal, n. — ME. urynale, fr. OF. (= F.) urinal,

fr. Late L. Urinal, fr. L. adj. urindlis, 'relating to

urine", fr. Urina. See urine and adj. suff. -al.

urinary, adj. — Medical L. Urindrius, correspond-

ing in sense to L. urindlis, 'relating to urine', fr.

urina. See urine and adj. suff. -ary.

urmate, intr. v. — ML. urindtus, pp. of urindre,

'to pass urine", fr. L. urina, 'urine'. (L. urindri

means 'to plunge into water'.) See urine and

verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives; urinat-ion, n., urinat-ive, adj.

urine, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. OF., fr. L.

urina, which is cogn. with OL vdr, vdri, 'water",

Avesiic vdr, 'rain', Toch. A war, 'water', Lith.

iiires, Lett. jUra, 'sea', esp. 'the Baltic', OPruss.

wurs, 'pond', OE. wxr, ON. ver, 'sea', ON. lir,

'drizzling rain". All these words derive fr. L-E.

base *wer-, 'water, rain, wet' ; cp. urea, ureter,

urethra, uretic, and the first element in aurochs.

Fr. I.-E.*»'er-:5-,an-j-enlargement of base *wer-.
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derive Gk. oup£o) (for *worseyd), oupeXv, 'to

pass urine' (whence, with back formation,

oJpov, 'urine'). For further derivatives of base

*wer-s- see varsha.

urino-, before a vowel urin-, combining form

meaning 'urine'.— Fr. L. urina. See prec. word.

urn, n. — ME. urne, fr. L. urna, 'water pot, urn',

which stands for *urcna and is rel. to urceus,

'pitcher'. See urceolate.

Derivatives: urn, tr. v., urn-ful, adj.

nro-, before a vowel ur-, combining form mean-

ing 'urine', as in urology (med.) — Gk. oupo-,

oup-, fr. oSpov, 'urine'. See urine,

uro-, before a vowel ur-, 'tail-, tail-like', as in uro-

podizool.) — Gk. oupo-, oup-, fr. oupd, 'tail',

which stands for *6p(J.Pa and is rel. to oppo?

(for L-E. *orsos), 'tail, rump, base of the spine',

and cogn. with OS., ON., OHG., MHG. ars,

'buttock'. See arse and cp. the second element

in coenurus, colure, cynosure, dasyure, squirrel.

Urocoptis, n., a genus of landsnail (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of uro-, 'tail', and Gk.

xAtttsiv, 'to cut, strike', which is rel. to xottii;,

'a knife', x6[i[xa, 'something cut'. See comma ,

and cp. Coptis.

Uropeltidae, n. pi., a family of burrowing snakes

(zool.) — ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr.

uro-, 'tail-', and Gk. ttsXtt), 'a small shield' (see

pelta) ; so called in allusion to the tail which ends

in a shield.

uropod, n., any of the abdominal appendages of

an arthropod (zool.) — Componded of uro-,

'tail-', and Gk. tiou;, gen. tcoSo?, 'foot'. See

-pod.

-urous, combining form meaning '-tailed'. —
Formed with suff. -ous fr. Gk. oupa, 'tail'. See

uro-, 'tail-'.

Ursa, n., name of either of two constellations (al-

so called the Great Bear, resp. the Little Bear).

L. ursa, 'she bear', fem. of ursus, 'bear'. See

Ursus and cp. words there referred to.

Ursidae, n. pi., a family of large carnivores (zool.)

— ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. L. ursus,

'bear'. See Ursus.

ursine, adj., pertaining to a bear. — L. ursinus, fr.

ursus, 'bear'. See Ursus and -ine (representing L.

-inus).

urson, n., the Canada porcupine. — F. ourson,

dimin. of ours, 'bear', fr. L. ursus. See Ursus.

Ursula, fem. PN. — Fr. L. ursula, dimin. oiursa,

'she-bear'. See Ursa and -ule.

Ursus, n., a genus of large carnivores, the Euro-

pean brown bear and its allies (zool.)— L. ursus,

'bear', which stands for *urcsos and is cogn.

with Gk. apxTO? (also Spxo?), 'bear'. See arc-

tic and cp. Ursa, ursine, urson, Ursula, OrsM.

Urtica, n., a genus of plants, the nettle (bol.) —
L. urtica, 'nettle', lit. 'the plant that causes burn-

ing', fr. Qrere, 'to bum'. See cumbust.

Urticaceae, n. pi., the nettle family (bot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Urtica with suff. -aceae.

urticaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

100,5 usuiruci.

urticaria, n., nettle rash (med.) — Medical L.,

formed fr. L. urtica, 'nettle'. See Urtica.

urticate, tr. v., to sting like a nettle. — ML. urti-

cdtus, pp. stem of urticdre, fr. L. urtica, 'nettle'.

See Urtica and verbal suff. -ate.

urtication, n. — ML. urticdtid, gen. -onis, fr.

urticatus, pp. of urticdre. See prec. word and

-ion.

urubu, n., the black vulture. — Port, and Sp.

urubii, a Tupi loan word.

urus, n., the aurochs. — L. Qrus, a Teut. loan

word. Cp. OE., OHG. dr, 'bison', and see

aurochs,

us, objective case of we. — ME. ous, us, fr. OE.

ds, rel. to OS., OFris. us, ON., Swed. oss, Dan.

OS, MDu., Du. ons, OHG., MHG., G. uns, Goth.

uns, fr. L-E. base *ns-, for *nes, *nds, 'we';

cogn. with Ol. nas, 'us', Avestic na, 'us', Toch.

A nds, Hitt. nash, 'us', Hitt. anzash, 'we'. Alb.

na, 'us', Gk. dual vto, vwi, 'we two', Lesbian

apifxe, Dor. aas (for *aa[ji£ ; whence Ion. and Att.

yjjjieTi;), Avestic aAma (for I.-E. *«jme), 'we', L.

nds, 'we, us", OSlav. ny, 'us', nasd, 'our', OPruss.

nduson, 'our", Alb. ne, 'we', Olr. ni, W., Co.,

Bret, ni, ny, 'we, us'. The rough spirit in Att.

r,\L€ic, is due to the influence of uiicT?, 'ye,

you'. Cp. our, nostrum,

usable, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. OF. (=
F.) user. See use, v., and -able.

Derivative: iisable-ness, n.

usage, n., the time allowed for the payment of a

bill, as established by custom. — ME., fr. OF.

(= F.) usage, fr. us, 'usage', fr. L. Osus. See use,

n., and -age.

usance, n. — ME. usaunce, fr. OF. (= F.) usance,

fr. user, 'to use". See use, v., and -ance.

use, n. — ME. us, use, fr. OF. (= F.) us, fr. L.

usus, 'usage, custom, use', fr. dsus, pp. ofuti, 'to

use', fr. OL. oilier, which is rel. to Oscan Hittiuf,

'use'; of uncertain origin. Cp. usage, usance,

usual, usufruct, usurp, usury, utensil, utility,

utilize, abuse, misuse, peruse.

Derivatives: use-ful, adj., use-ful-ly, adv., use-

fulness, n., use-less, adj., use-less-ly, adv., use-

less-ness, n.

use, tr. v. — ME. usen, fr. OF. (= F.) user, fr.

VL. *usdre (whence also It. usare. Proven?.,

Cat., Sp., Port, usar), freq. of L. Uti (pp. usus),

'to use". See use, n.

Derivatives: iis-ed, adj., us-ed-ty, adv., us-ed-

ness, n., user (q.v.)

user, n., one who uses. — ME. See use, v., and

agential suff. -er.

user, n., right of use (law.) — OF. (= F.) infin.

user, 'to use'. See use, v. For the subst. use of

the infinitive in law terms cp. attainder and words

there referred to.

ushabti, n., a small figure representing a servant,

deposited in an ancient Egyptian tomb. —
Egypt, ushebti, 'lit. answerer'.

usher, n. — ME. ussher, fr. MF. ussier, uissier (F.

huissier), fr. OF., fr. VL. Ostidrius, 'doorkeeper'.

fr. L. ostidrius, of s.m., fr. ostium, 'door, en-

trance'. See ostiary.

Derivatives: usher, tr. v., usher-er, n.

usine, n., works, factory. — F., fr. North Eastern

F. wisine, altered fr. Picard ouchine, ult. fr. L.

officina, 'workshop, manufactury'. See otBcinal.

Usnea, n., a genus of lichens (boti) — ModL., fr.

Arab. ushnJ', 'moss', which is of Persian origin.

Usneaceae, n. pi., a family of lichens (bot.) —
ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

usquebaugh, n., whiskey (archaic).— Ir. and Gael.

uiscebeathadh, 'whiskey', lit. 'water of life', fr.

Olr. uisce, 'water', and bethad, gen. of bethu,

'life'. Olr. uisce stands for *wud-ko- and is cogn.

with OL uddn-, Gk. liSup, E. water (q.v.) The

second element comes fr. Olr. bethu, 'life', is

cogn. with Gk. pio?, L. \ita, 'life', and with E.

quick (q.v:)~CP- whiskey, which is a doublet of

usquebaugh, ttor sense development cp. It. ac-

quavite, F. eau^e-vie, 'brandy', which are trans-

lations of L. aqua vitae, 'water of life', a name

given to alcohol by the alchemists who thought

they had found in alcohol the elixir of life.

ussingite, n., a sodium aluminum silicate (min-

eral.) — Dan. ussingit, named after the Danish

mineralogist Niels V. Ussing (died in 191 1). The

ending -it goes back to Gk. -Ttttic,; see subst.

suff. -ite.

Ustilago, n., a genus of fungi (bot.) — ModL.

ustildgo, 'smut', fr. Late L. ustilago, 'a kind of

thistle', lit. 'the burning or itching plant', rel. to

iistuldre, 'to burn a little, to scorch' ; see ustulate.

In ModL. ustildgo is used to denote 'smut', in

allusion to the sootlike appearance of the plants

of this genus.

ustion, n., a burning. — L. ustid, gen. -dnis, fr.

ustus, pp. of urere, 'to burn'. See combust and

-ion.

usttilate, adj., burned, scorched. — L. ustuldtus,

pp. ofustuldre, 'to burn a little, scorch', fr. ustus,

pp. of Urere, 'to bum'. See combust and adj. suff.

-ate and cp. Ustilago.

ustulation, n., a burning, scorching. — ML. ustu-

Idtid, gen. -dnis, fr. L. ustuldtus, pp. of ustutdre.

See prec. word and -ion.

usual, adj. — ME., fr. Late L. usudlis (whence al-

so OF., F. usuel), fr. L. dsus, 'use'. See use, n.,

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: usual-ly, adv., usual-ness, n.

usucapion, n., acquisition by uninterrupted pos-

session for a certain period of time (Roman law).

— L. usucapid, gen. -dnis, 'acquisition by long

use', fr. usQcapere, 'to acquire by long use",

which is compounded of dsu, 'by use' (abl. of

dsus), and capere, 'to take, receive'. See use, n.,

captive, and -ion.

usucaption, n., the same as usucapion. — ML. usd-

captid, gen. -dnis, refashioned fr. L. itsdcapid on

analogy of captid (see prec. word and caption).

usufruct, n., the right to the use and profits of the

property of another without damaging it (law).



usulructuary

— Late L. ususfructus, frequently spelled as one

word ususfructus (whence also F. usufruit) (in

the abl. usufructii, resp. usufructs), short for usus

etfructus, 'use and fruit; use and enjoyment', fr.

usus, 'use', et, 'and', aviA fructus, 'fruit'. See use,

n., and fruit.

Derivative: usufruct, tr. v.

usufructuary, n., one having the usufruct of prop-

erty [law). — Late L. iisufructuarius, fr. usufruc-

tus. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ary.

usurer, n.— ME., fr. OF. (= F.) usurier, fr. ML.
usurdrius, 'usurer', fr. the Latin adjective usiird-

rius, 'pertaining to interest', fr. usiira. See usury

and agential suflF. -er.

usurious, adj., 1) practicing usury; 2) pertaining

to usury. — Formed fr. usury with suff. -ous, on

analogy of adjectives in which the suff. -ous cor-

responds to OF. -ous (F. -eux).

Derivatives: usurious-ly, adv., usurious-ness, n.

usurp, tr. v., to seize without right; intr. v., to

practice usurpation. — ME. usurpen, fr. MF.
(= F.) usurper, fr. L. usurpdre, 'to get possession

of, to acquire', in Late L., 'to assume unlaw-

fully, to usurp', formed as if fr. an adjective

*usu-rapos, fr. usus, 'use', and rapere, 'to seize'.

See use, n., and rapid.

Derivatives: usurp-er, n., usurp-ing-ly, adv.

usurpation, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. usiir-

pdtionem, ace. of usilrpdtio, 'making use of,

taking possession of, fr. usurpdtus, pp. of usur-

pdre. See prec. word and -ion.

usury, n. — ME. usurie, userie, fr. ML. usuria, fr.

L. usiira, 'use, enjoyment, interest, usury'

(whence also Sp. and It. usura), fr. usus, 'use'.

See use, n., and the suffixes -ure and -y (repre-

senting L. -ia).

ut, n., the first tone or key-note in the scale of

Guido d'Arezzo (music). — See gamut,

utahite, n., a hydrous basic iron sulfate (mineral.)

— Named after Utah, a state in the western

U.S.A. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

utas, n., the octave (= eight days) of a feast (ce-

des.) — AF. utaves, fr. OF. huitieve, oitauve, fr.

L. octdva (dies), 'eighth day', fem. of octavus,

'eighth'. See octave,

utensil, n. — ME. utensele, utensil, fr. MF. uten-

site, fr. L. utensilia, 'utensils', prop, subst. use

of the neut. pi. of the adj. utensilis, 'fit for use',

fr. ati, pp. Usus, 'to use'; F. ustensUe was in-

fluenced in form by user, 'to use'. See use, v., and

n.

uterine, adj., 1) pertaining to the womb; 2) born

of the same mother, but by a different father.—
L. uterinus, 'pertaining to the womb; bom of

the same mother', fr. uterus, 'womb'. See uterus

and adj. suff. -ine (representing L. -inus).

utero-, before a vowel uter-, combining form de-

noting the uterus. — Fr. L. uterus, 'womb'. See

next word.

uterus, n., the womb. — L., 'womb', cogn. with

OL uddram, 'belly', Maced. 68epoc, 'belly,

womb', Gk. uoTpoe (Hesychius), oor^pa.

'womb', Lith. vedaras, 'stomach', OPruss. we-

ders, 'belly', OSlav. vedro, 'bucket'. Cp. hysteria,

utilitarian, adj. — Coined by Jeremy Bentham

(1748-1832) fr. utility and suff. -arian. See next

word.

utilitarianism, n., the doctrine by Jeremy Bentham

that the end of all action should be the greatest

happiness of the greatest number (_phUos.) —
Formed from prec. word with suff. -Ism.

utility, n. — ME. utilite, fr. MF. (= F.) utilite,

fr. OF. utilite, fr. L. utilitdtem, ace. of utilitas,

fr. atilis, 'useful', fr. Uti, 'to use'. See use, -ile and

-ity and cp. inutile,

utilize, tr. v., to use. •— F. utiliser, formed fr. L.

atilis, 'useful', with suff. -iser. See prec. word

and -ize.

Derivatives: utiliz-able, adj., utiliz-er, n.

utmost, adj. — ME. utmest, utemest, fr. OE. Qt-

m-est, dte-m-est, a double superl. fr. at, ate, 'out'.

See out and -most and cp. uttermost.

Derivative: utmost, n.

Utopia, n. — ModL., lit. 'nowhere', coined by

Sir Thomas More (1779-1852) fr. Gk. ou, 'not',

and tAtto;, 'place'. See topic, n., and 1st -ia.

Derivatives: Utopi-an, adj. and n., ulopi-an-ism,

n., utopi-an-ist, n., utopi-an-ize, tr. v., utop-ism,

n., utop-ist-ic, adj.

utricle, n., a little sac (zool. and hot.) — L. utricu-

lus, 'a little bag' (whence also F. utricule), dimin.

oi uter, 'leather sack or bag', which prob. stands

for *udris and is cogn. with Gk. u8pta, 'water

bottle', il8(op, 'water'. See water and -cle, and

cp. hydro-. Cp. also next word and Utricularia.

utricular, adj., pertaining to a utricle. — Formed

with suff. -ar fr. L. utriculus, 'a little bag'. See

prec. word.

Utricularia, n., a genus of plants, the bladder-

wort (bot.) — ModL., formed fr. L. utriculus.

See utricle and -aria.

utter, adj. — ME. uter, utter, fr. OE. uttra,

uter(r)a, 'outer', rel. to OS., ON. utar, OFris.

uttra, atera, MDu. utere, Du. uiter-, OHG. «jar,

MHG. user, G. dufier, 'outer', compar. adjectives

formed fr. OE. ut, ate (ME. out, oute), etc.,

'out'. See out and compar. suff. -er andcp. outer,

utmost, uttermost. Cp. also next word.

Derivatives: utter-ly, adv., utter-ness, n.

utter, tr. v.— ME. uttren, fr. utter, •outside', adv.,

fr. OE. ator, adv., compar. of ut, 'out'. See out

and compar. suff. -er and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives: utter-able, adj., utter-able-ness, n.,

utter-er, n., utter-ing, n.

utterance, n., the act of uttering, speech.— Form-

ed from the verb utter with suff. -ance.

utterance, n., extremity.— ME. utteraunce, fr. MF.
(= F.) outrance, fr. OF., fr. outre, 'beyond', fr.

L. ultra; see outrance; influenced in form by an

association with the adjective utter.

uttermost, adj. — Formed fr. utter, adj., and

-most. See utmost.

uva, n., a grape, a grapelike fruit (bol.)— L. uvo,

prob. fr. L-E. *oiwd-, *^iwd-, *iB'a-, 'berry,

grape', whence also Gk. 6a, orj, o?7), 'service

tree', oov, 'service berry', and OE. eow, iw,

'yew'. See yew and cp. pyruvic acid. Cp. also

uvea, uvula.

uvanite, n., a hydrous uranium vanadate (min-

eral.)— Coined fr. uranium, i>anadiiun and subst.

suff. -ite.

uvarovite, n., a calcium-chromium garnet (min-

eral.) — Named after Count Sergei S. Uvarov

(1786-1855), president of St. Petersburg Acad-
emy. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

uvea, n., the posterior colored surface of the iris

(anat.) — Medical L., fr. L. Uva, 'a grape' (see

uva); prop, a loan translation of Gk. pocyo-

eiSt;; yiT&i^, lit. 'the covering resembling berries

or grapes' (fr. pa5, gen. payA?, 'grape'), a name
given by Galen to the choroid membrane and
the iris. See Joseph HyrtI, Onomatologia Ana-
tomica, pp. 588-91.

uveitis, n., inflammation of the uvea (med.) — A
Medical L. hybrid coined fr. uvea and -itis, a

suff. of Greek origin.

uvula, n., the fleshy lobe in the center of the pos-

terior part of the soft palate (anat.) — ML.

avula prop, dimin. of L. uva, 'grape' (see uva and
-ule); coined by the anatomist J. Vesling (1598-

1649) in imitation of Gk. xlovii;, 'uvula', lit. 'a

small pillar', fr. xTtov, gen. xTovo;;, 'pillar;

uvula'. See Joseph Hyrtl, Onomatologia ana-

tomica, p. 592.

Derivatives: uvul-ar, adj. and n., uvul-ar-ly, adv.

Uvularia, n., a genus of plants, the bellwort (bot.)

— ModL., formed fr. ML. uvula, see uvula and
-aria; so called in allusion to the drooping

flowers.

uvulitis, n.. Inflammation of the uvula (med.) — A
Medical L. hybrid coined fr. uvula and -itis, a

suff. of Greek origin.

uxorial, adj., 1) uxorious; 2) characteristic of a

wife.— Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. uxdrius.

See next word.

uxorious, adj., excessively fond of, or submissive

to, one's wife. — ^. uxdrius, 'pertaining to a

wife ; excessively fond of a wife', fr. uxor, gen.

uxoris, 'wife'; which \is of uncertain origin. For

E. -ous, as equivalentto L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: uxorious-ly, adv., uxorious-ness, n.



V
vacancy, n.— Late L. vacantia, fr. L. vacans, gen.

vacantis. See next word and -cy.

yacant, adj. - ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. vacan-

tem, ace. of vacans, pres. part, of vacdre, 'to be

empty, be unoccupied, be free, be at leisure',

which is rel. to vacuus, 'empty, void', and prob.

also to L. vastus, 'empty, waste, desert'. See

vain and cp. vacation, vacuous, vacuum, evacuate,

void. Cp. also waste, adj. For the ending see suff.

-ant.

vacate, tr. and intr. v.— L. vacdtus, pp. of vacare,

'to be empty'. See prec. word and verbal suif.

v'acaHon, n. - Late ME., fr. F. vacation, fr. L.

vacationem, ace. of vacdtio, 'a bemg free from a

duty, freedom, exemption', fr. vacdtus, pp. of

vacdre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives: vacation, intr. v., vacation-er, n.,

vacationist (q.v.)

vacationist, n. - A hybrid formed fr. L. vacatio

(see prec. word) with -ist, a suff. of Greek origm.

Vaccaria, n., a genus of plants of the pmk

family {bot.) - ModL., fr. L. vacca, 'cow' (see

vaccine and -aria); so called because of its use

for fodder.

vaccinate, tr. v., to inoculate with vaccme. —
Formed fr. vaccine, n., with verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: vaccination (q.v.), vaccinat-or, n.,

vaccinat-ory, adj.

vaccination, n. — Coined by Edward Jenner, a

Gloucestershire doctor, fr. ModL. vaccinia. See

vaccinia and -ation.

vaccine, adj., pertaining to a cow; pertaimng to

vaccination. - L, vaccinus, 'of, or pertammg

to a cow', fr. vacca, 'cow', which is cogn. with

OI. vasd, 'cow'. Cp. next word. Cp. also Vac-

caria and bucltaroo.

vaccine, n., the virus of cowpox. — Fr. L. vaccina,

'pertaining to a cow', fern, of the adjective vac-

cinas, used as a noun. See vaccine, adj.

Derivative: vaccin-ic, adj.

vaccinia, n., cowpox. - ModL., formed from

prec. word with 1st suff. -ia.

Derivative: vaccini-al, adj.

Vaccinium, n., a genus of plants, the blueberry

(hot ) — L. vaccinium, 'blueberry, whortleberry ,

prob. a loan word fr. Gk. uixw^o;, fr. earlier

*.-aK.tM»o?, 'wild hyacinth, bluebell'; the Latin

word was influenced in form by vacca, 'cow'.

According to A. Meillet in M6moires de la so-

ciete de linguistique, 15, 162 both Gk. uaxw»o;

and L. vaccinium derive from the same source.

See hyacinth and 1st -ium.

vaccinotherapy, n., treatment by vaccines. — A

hybrid coined fr. vaccine, a word of Latin origin,

and Gk. ftepansta, 'service; medical atten-

riancf' See -therapy.

vacillant, adj., vacillating. — L. vacilldns, gen.

-antis, pres. part, of vacilldre. See next word and

-ant.

vacillate, intr. v., 1) to waver, fluctuate; 2) to be

irresolute. — L. vacilldt-{um), pp. stem of

vacitldre, 'to sway, waver, vacillate', which prob.

derives fr. L-E. base *waq-, 'to be curved',

whence prob. also L. convexus, 'vaulted, arched'

;

see convex and cp. the first element in wang-

tooth. For the ending see verbal suff. -ate. Base

*waq- is an enlargement of base *wa-, 'to turn,

twist' ; see various.

Derivatives: vacillat-ing, adj., vacillat-ing-ly,

adv., vacillation (q.v.), vaciUat-or, n., vacillat-

ory, adj.
.

vacillation, n. — L. vacitldtid, gen. -oms, tr.

vacilldt-ium), pp. stem of vacilldre. See prec.

word and -ion.

vacuity, n., emptiness. — L. vacuitds, fr. vacuus,

'empty'. See vacous and -ity.

vacuole, n., a small cavity or vesicle. — F., fr.

Medical L. vacuola, 'small cavity', a dimin.

formed incorrectly from the adjective vacuus,

'empty'. See vacuum and dimin. suff'. -ole.

Derivatives: vacuol-ar, vacuol-ated, adjs., vacu-

ol-ation, n.

vacuous, adj., 1) empty; 2) lacking intelligence. —
L. vacuus, 'empty, void, free, at leisure'. See

vacant. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us, see

-ous.

Derivatives: vacuous-ly, adv., vacuous-ness, n.

vacuum, n., a space devoid of matter. — L., neut.

of vacuus, 'empty', used as a noun (see vacuous).

Vacuum is prop, a loan translation of Gk. >t£-

v6v, lit. 'that which is empty".

Derivative; vacuum, adj.

vade mecum, a manual. - L., 'go with me'. Vdde

is imper. of vddere, 'to go', which is rel. to va-

dum, 'a shallow, shoal, ford', and cogn. with

ON. vada, OF. wadan, 'to wade'. See wade and

cp. vadose. Cp. also evade, evasion, invade, in-

vasion, pervade, pervasion, vamoose. L. mecum,

'with me', is formed fr. me, 'me', and cum,

'with'. See me and cum.

vadimonium, n., pledge, security (law). — L., fr.

vas, gen. vadis, 'bale, security', which is cogn.

with Goth, wadi, OF. wedd, 'pledge'. See wed

and cp. vas, 'pledge', and next word. Cp. also

wage. For the ending of L. -monium see -mony.

vadium, n., pledge {law). - ML., fr. L. vas, gen.

vadis, 'bail, security'. See prec. word.

vadose, adj., pertaining to water found in the

earth above the level of permanent ground

water igeol)- L. vadosus, 'shallow', fr. vadum.

See vade mecum and adj. suff. -ose.

vag-, form of vago- before a vowel.

vagabond, adj.— ME. vagahound, fr. MF. (- ±-.J

I.
'

vagabond, fr. L. vagdbundus, 'wandering', formed
with gerundive suflf. -bundus fr. vagdri. See va-

gary. Derivatives: vagabond, n. and intr. v.,

vagabondage (q.v.), vagabondism (q.v.)

vagal>ondage, n. — F., from the verb vagabonder,

'to roam about like a vagabond', fr. vagabond.

See prec. word and -age.

vagabondism, n., vagabondage. — See vagabond
and -ism.

vagai, adj., pertaining to the vagus (anat.) —
Formed fr. vagus with adj. sufl". -al.

vagarious, adj., characterized by vagaries. —
Formed from next word with suflf. -ous.

Derivative: vagarious-ly, adv.

vagary, n., 1) orig. (now obsol.), a wandering; an
excursion ; 2) a whimsical idea ; a caprice. — Fr.

L. vagdri, 'to wander, ramble, roam about', fr.

vagus, 'wandering', which is of uncertain origin.

It is perh. a derivative of L-E. base *wag-, 'to

bend', whence also Lith. vagiit, vdgti, 'to steal',

vagis, 'thief. Fr. *wa-n-g-, a nasal var. of this

base, come OI. vdngati, 'goes, limps', Lith. vin-

giis, 'crooked, curved', vingis, 'bow; bend, curva-

ture', vengiu, vengli, 'to avoid', Alb. vank, vangu,

'felloe', ON. vakka (for *vanka), OHG. wankon,

MHG., G. wanken, 'to stagger, totter'. Base
*wag- is a collateral form of base *waq-, for

whose derivatives see vacillate and convex. Cp.

vagrant, vague, divagate, divagation, extrava-

gance, solivagant. Cp. also wankle, wench, wince,

winch, wink, wonliy, lapwing. Cp. also rave, 'to

speak as in delirium", and reverie. For the ending

of vagary see subst. suff. -ary.

vagin-, form of vagino- before a vowel.

vagina, n., in female mammals, the canal leading

from the vulva to the uterus {anat.)— L. vagina,

'sheath, scabbard; vagina', cogn. with Lith.

voiiu, vozti, 'to cover with a hollow thing'. Cp.

evaginate. Cp. also vanilla.

Derivatives: vagin-al, adj., vagin-ate, vagin-at-

ed, adjs.

vaginectomy, n., removal of the vagina. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. vagina (see prec. word) and
Gk. -sxTo^ia, 'a cutting out of, fr. 4xto[j.v), 'a

cutting out'. See -ectomy.

vaginitis, n., inflammation of the vagina (med.)—
A Medical Latin hybrid coined fr. L. vagina (see

vagina) and -tis, a suff". of Greek origin.

vagino-, before a vowel vagin-, combining form
denoting the vagina. — See vagina.

vagitus, n., the cry of the new-born child. — L.

vagitus, 'a cry", fr. vagire, 'to cry", which is cogn.

with OI. vagniih, 'sound', Gk. rj/Eiv, 'to re-

sound', Y)X7j, 'noise', r,y<j>, 'sound, echo'. See
echo and cp. sough.

vago-, before a vowel vag-, combining form denot-

ing connection with the vagus. — See vagus.

vs^ancy, n. — Formed from next word with

suff". -cy.

vagrant, adj. and n. — ME. vagraunt, prob. a

blend of MF. walcrant, waucrant, fr. OF., pres.

part, of walcrer, 'to walk, wander about', with

vajra

F. vagant, pres. part, of vaguer, fr. L. vagdri, 'to

wander, roam about'. OF. walcrer is a Teut.
loan word; see walk. For the etymology of L.

vagdri see vagary.

Derivatives: vagrant-ly, adv., vagrant-ness, n.

vagrom, adj., Dogberry's corruption of vagrant

in Shakespeare's Much Ado about Nothing.

vague, adj., 1) indefinite, 2) indistinct. — MF.
(= F.), 'wandering', fr. L. vagus, whence vagdri,

'to wander, roam about'. See vagary and cp. the

second element in solivagant.

Derivatives: vague, n. and v., vague-ly, adv.,

vague-ness, n.

vagus, n., the pneumogastric nerve {anat.) —
Medical L. {nervus) vagus, lit. 'the wandering
nerve'. See prec. word.

vail, n., gratuity. — Aphetic for avail,

vail, tr. and intr. v., to lower, take off". — Aphetic

for obsol. avale, fr. F. avaler, 'to lower, let

down; to swallow', fr.~4 vat, 'to the valley,

downhill', fr. L. ad vallen\, 'to the valley'. See

ad- and vale, 'valley', and
(fp.

vendaval. Cp. also

avale.

vain, adj. — ME. vaine, vain, vayn, veyn, fr. OF.
vain, vein (F. vain), fr. L. vdnus, 'empty, void,

vain' (whence also It., Sp. vano. Proven?, va.

Port, vdo), which is cogn. with OI. iindh, 'in-

suflicient wanting', AvesticH/ra-, 'wanting'. Arm.
unain, 'empty', Gk. eSvoi; (for *sFevi.^], 'bereav-

ed of, fr. I.-E. base *{e)wd-n-, 'to be empty, to

lack'. Cp. vanish, vanity, vaunt, evanesce, evan-

ish. Cp. also wan, want, wanton. Cp. also vacant.

Derivatives: vain-ty, adv., vain-ness, n.

vair, n., fur (her.) — ME., fr. OF. (^ F.) vair, fr.

L. varius, 'varied, variegated, particolored'. See
various and cp. the second element in miniver.

Vaisya, n., the third of the great Hindu castes,

comprising agriculturists and merchants. — OI.

vaisyah, 'settler, peasant', rel. to vesdh, 'house',

vesdh, 'neighbor', and cogn. with Gk. olxoc,

dial, "foixoc;, 'house', L. vlcus, 'village'. See

vicinage,

vaivode, n., the title of local or provincial rulers

in certain Slavic countries of southeastern Eu-
rope, formerly used esp. in Transylvania and in

Moldavia. — ML. vaivoda, fr. earlier Hung.
vajvoda (later contracted into vajda), fr. Serb

vojvoda, lit. 'leader of an army', fr. OSlav. voji

(pi.), 'warriors", and -voda, 'leader', from the

stem of voditi, 'to lead'. The first element is

cogn. with OI. veti, 'pursues", Lith. vejH, vyii, 'to

hunt, pursue', vainoti, 'to revile", L. vendrl, 'to

hunt, chase'; see venery, 'hunting'. The second

element is rel. to Czech voditi, etc., and to

OSlav. vesti, Russ. vest', Czech vesti, etc., 'to

lead", Lith. vedit, vesti, and vadau, vadyti, Lett.

vedu, vest, and vadu, vadlt, 'to lead', It.fedim, 'I

lead, bring', Avestic vdSayciti, 'leads'. Cp.
voivode.

vajra, n., the thunderbolt in Hindu mythol.— OI.

vdjrah, 'Indra's thunderbolt', rel. to vdja(i, 'force,

swiftness, race, prize', vdjayati, 'drives on', and



vakeel

cogn. with Goth, wakan, 'to be awake', OE.

wacian, 'to be awake, to watch'. See wake, v.,

and cp. words there referred to.

vakeel, vakil, n., minister, ambassador, deputy,

attorney (Anglo-Ind.) — Hind, vakil, fr. Arab.

waktl, from the base of wdkala, 'he recommend-

ed, entrusted' (whence wdkkala, 'he delegated,

deputed'); rel. to Heb. yakhSl, Aram, y^khil, 'he

was able, had power, prevailed', Ethiopian tawa-

kdla, 'it went over into somebody else's power',

and also to Aram, k^hel, 'was able'. These

words prob. mean lit. 'to hold, contain', and are

rel. to Heb. kal, 'it comprehended, held, con-

tained'.

valance, n., piece of drapery. — ME. valaunce,

vallance, prob. fr. Valence in SW. France, where

this material was made. Cp. Valencia and Valen-

ciennes lace.

vale, n., valley. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) val, 'val-

ley', fr. L. valles, later vallis (for *wal-ms),

which, together with vallum (for *wal-nom),

'wall', prob. derives fr. I.-E. base *wal-, *wel-,

'to turn, bend, twist, roll'. See volute and cp.

vail, 'to lower', valley, vallum, vaudeville, venda-

val, avale, Convallaria. Cp. also 2nd helo-.

vale, interj. and n., farewell. — L. vale, sing,

imper. of valere, 'to be strong, be well'. See

valiant and cp. the first element in next word and

the second element in carnival,

valediction, n., farewell. — Fr. L. valedict-(um),

pp. stem of valedicere, 'to say farewell', which is

compounded of valere, 'to be strong, be well',

and dicere, pp. dictus, 'to say, tell'. See valiant

and diction and cp. prec. word.

valedictory, adj., saying farewell. — Formed

with adj. suff. -ory fr. L. valedict-ium), pp. stem

of valedicere. See prec. word.

Derivatives: valedictory, n., valedict-ori-ly, adv.

valence, valency, n., combining power of an ele-

ment or radical (chem.) — Late L. valentia,

'strength, vigor, power, capacity', fr. valens,

gen. -entis, pres. part, of valere. See -valent and

-ce, resp. -cy and cp. ambivalence, univalence,

bivalence, trl-, quadri-, tetravalence.

Valencia, n., a kind of cloth. — Named after

Valencia, a town in Spain. Cp. valance.

Valenciennes lace, Valenciennes, n., a kind of

bobbin lace. — Named after Valenciennes, a

town in Northern France.

valency, n., valence. — See valence,

-valent, combining form meaning 'having a

valence of...' {chem.)— ¥i. L. valens, gen. -en-

tis, pres. part, of valere, 'to be strong, have

power'. See valiant and cp. monovalent, uni-

valent, bivalent, divalent, trivalent, quadrivalent,

tetravalent, quinquivalent, pentavalent, hexa-

valent, octavalent.

Valentine, masc. PN.— L. Valentinus, fr. Valens,

gen. Valentis, lit. 'strong', pres. part, of valere,

'to be strong, be well". See valiant and cp. next

word.

valentine, n., 1) sweetheart chosen on Valentine's

day; sweetheart; 2) a letter or gift sent to a

sweetheart on Valentine's day. — ME., fr. L.

Valentinus, name of a saint whose feast day

(Valentine's day), fell on February 14th. For

the etymology of the name see -valent, valiant,

for the ending see suff. -ine (representing L.

-inus).

valentinite, n., a native oxide of antimony, Sb^O,

(mineral.) — G. Valentinit, named by the Aus-

trian mineralogist Wilhelm Karl von Haidinger

(1795-1871) in 1845 after Basil Valentine, a 15th

cent. monk. The ending -it goes back to Gk.

-t-Df)? ; see subst. suff. -ite.

Valeria, fem. PN. — L., fem. of Valerius, name

of a Roman gens, from valere, 'to be strong, be

weir. See valiant and cp. next word.

valerian, n., 1) any of the plants of the genus Vale-

riana (hot.) ; 2) a drug consisting of the roots of

some of these plants. — ME. valeriane, fr. ML.
Valeriana, prob. fem. of Valerianus, 'of Valeria',

fr. L. Valeria, name of a province in Pannonia,

place of origin of this plant. See prec. word and

-an.

Derivatives: valerian-ic, valer-ic, adjs.

Valeriana, n., a genus of plants, the valerian

(bot.) — See prec. word.

Valerianaceae, n. pi., the valerian family (hot.)

— ModL., formed from prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

valerianaceous, adj .— See prec. word and -aceous.

Valerianella, n., a genus of plants, the corn salad

(fto/.) — ModL., formed fr. Valeriana with

dimin. suff. -ella.

valet, n. — OF. (= F.) fr. earlier vaslet. See var-

let, which is a doublet of valet, and cp. vassal,

valetudinarian, n., a sickly person; adj., sickly. —
See next word and -an.

Derivative; valetudinarian-ism, n.

valetudinary, adj., sickly; n., a valetudinarian. —
L. valetudindrius, 'sickly, infirm', formed with

suff. -drius fr. valelOdo, gen. -udinis, 'state of

health, good health, ill health', fr. valere, 'to be

strong, be well'. See valiant and the suffixes -ude

and -ary.

valgus, adj., having the legs bent outward, bow-

legged (me</.)— L.,prob. cogn. with Ol. vdlgati,

'he jumps with joy', valgd, 'bridle, rein', OE.

wealcan, 'to roll, whirl, wring', OHG. walkan,

'to strike, beat'. See walk.

Valhalla, n., the hall in which Odin receives the

souls of heroes slain in battle (Scand. mythol.)

— ON. valholl, 'the hall of the slain', com-

pounded of valr, 'the slain', and holl, 'a royal

hair. The first element is rel. to OE. wxl,

'slaughter, field of battle, bodies of those who

were slain in battle', wol, 'pestilence', OHG.,

MHG. wal, 'battlefield; slaughter', OHG. wuol,

'slaughter', and cogn. with OIt. full, 'blood', W.

gweli, 'wound', Toch. A wdl, 'to die', Lith.

velis, 'ghosts of the dead'. The second element

is rel. to OE. heall, 'hall'; see baU. Cp. the first

element in Valkyrie.

i6oy
valve

vali, n., the governor of a Turkish vilayet. —
Turk, vali, fr. Arab. wali. See vilayet,

valiance, valiancy, n. — ME. valiaunce, fr. MF.
(= F.) vaillance, fr. vaillant, 'valiant'. See next
word and -ce, resp. -cy.

valiant, adj. — ME. valiaunt, fr. MF. vailant,

vaillant (F. vaillant), fr. OF., prop. pres. part, of
valoir, 'to be worth, be good for', fr. L. valere,

'to be strong, be well, be worth' (whence also It.

valere, OProven?., Sp., Port, valer, Catal. val-

dre); fr. I.-E. base *wal-, 'to be strong', whence
also W. gallu, 'to be able', Olr. flaith, 'rule, do-
minion', OW. gualart, ModW. gwaladr, 'sover-

eign, lord', gwldd, 'native land, home', OSlav.
vlata, 'giant', Toch. A wdl, B walo, 'prince,

king'. Cp. vale, 'farewell', valediction, valence,

valentine, Valeria, valerian, Valeriana, Valeria-

nella, valetudinary, valid, validity, value, avail,

convalesce, convalescent, countervail, devaluate,

equivalent, invalid, invalidate, prevail, revales-

cent. Cp. also base *wal-dh-, whence Lith.

valdau, valdyti, 'to rule', veldu, veldeti, 'to pos-
sess, rule', OSlav. vladg, vlasti, 'to rule', OPruss.
weldisnan (ace), 'heritage', wdldnikans (ace. pi.),

'kings', Goth, waldan, OE. wealdan, 'to govern'.

See wield and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: valiant-ly, adv., valiant-ness, n.

vaUd, adj. — MF. (= F.) valide, fr. L. validus,

'strong, able, healthy', fr. valere, 'to be strong,

be weir. See valiant.

Derivatives: validate (q.v.), validity (q.v.),

valid-ly, adv., valid-ness, n.

validate, tr. v., to make valid. — ML. validdtus,

pp. of validdre, 'to make valid', fr. L. validus.

See prec. word and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: validat-ion, n.

validity, n. — MF. (= F.) validity, fr. L. validitd-

tem, ace. of validitds, 'strength', fr. validus. See
valid and -ity.

valise, m, a suitcase; a soldier's kitbag. — F., fr.

It. valigia, 'saddlebag', which is of uncertain ori-

gin. It is perh. a loan word fr. Arab, waliha^,

'bag of corn, skep, large bag'.

Valkyrie, Valkyria, Valkyr, n., one of the twelve

war goddesses in Scand. mythology, who hover
over the fields of battle choosing those who are

to be slain. — ON. valkyrja, lit. 'chooser of the

slain', fr. valr, 'the slain', and -kyrja, 'chooser',

which is rel. to ON. kjosa, OE. ceosan, 'to

choose'. For the first element see Valhalla, for

the second see choose.

vallation, n., a rampart. — Late L. valldtio, gen.

-onis, fr. L. valldtus, pp. of valldre, 'to surround
with a rampart', fr. vallum. See vallum and -ation.

vallecula, n., a groove, channel (anat. and bot.) —
Late L. vallecula, 'a little valley', dimin. of L.

valles. See vale, 'valley', and -cula.

valley, n. — OF. valee, vallee (F. vallee), fr. vat,

'valley', fr. L. valles, later vallis. See vale, 'val-

ley'. Cp. It., Sp., Port, valte, Prov. val, 'valley',

which are of the same origin as OF. val.

Vallisneria, n., a genus of plants, the tape grass

and the eel grass {bot.) — ModL., named after

the Italian botanist Antonio Vallisneri (1661-

1730). For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Vallisneriaceae, n. pi., a family of aquatic plants

{hot.) — ModL., formed from prec. word with
suff. -aceae.

vallisneriaceous, adj. — See prec. word and
-aceous.

vallonia, n. — See valonia.

Vallota, n., a genus of African bulbous plants

(hot.) — ModL., named after the French physi-

cian and botanist Pierre Vallot (1594-1671).

vallum, n., a rampart. — L., 'a palisaded wall or
rampart; wall, rampart', for *wal-nom, rel. to

vallus (for *wal-nos), 'stake', and to valles,

'valley'. See vale, 'valley', and cp. circumvallate,

contravallation, interval. Cp. also wall.

valonia, also vallonia, n., the acorn cups of the

valonia oak. — It. vallonia, fr. MGK. ^aXavia
(r. valania), 'evergreen oak, ilex', fr. paXdtvt (r.

valdni), 'acorn', fr. Gk. paXocvo?, of s.m. See
balano-.

valor, valour, n., bravery. — ME. valour, fr. OF.
valor, valour (F. valeur), fr. L. valorem, ace. of
valor, 'worth, value, courage', from the stem of
valere, 'to be strong, be well, be worth'. See
valiant.

valorization, n. — Port, valorizaf^o, fr. valorizare,

fr. valor, fr. L. valorem, ace. of yalor. See prec.

word and -ization.

valorize, tr. v. — Back formation fr. valorization.

valorous, adj. — MF. (= F.) valeureux, fr. ML.
valdrdsus, fr. L. valor. See valor and -ous.

Derivatives: valorous-ly, adv., valorous-ness, n.

valse, n., a waltz.— F., a loan word fr. G. Walzer.

See waltz.

Derivative: valse, intr. v.

valuable, adj. — Formed fr. value, v. (see value),

and suff. -able.

Derivatives: valuable, n., valuable-ness, n.,

valuabl-y, adv.

valuation, n. — MF. (= F.), fr. valuer, fr. value,

n., fr. OF. See value and -ation.

Derivatives: valuation-al, adj., valuat-or, n.

value, n. — ME., fr. OF., prop. fem. pp. of valoir,

'to be worth', used as a noun, fr. L. valere, 'to

be strong, be well, be worth'. See valiant and cp.

valuta, evaluate.

Derivatives: value, tr. v., value-less, adj., value-

less-ness, n.

valuta, n., the value of a currency. — It., prop
fem. pp. of valere, 'to be worth', fr. L. valere.

See valiant.

valval, valvar, adj., valvular (biol.)— See valvulae

and adj. suff. -al, resp. -ar.

valvate, adj., having valves. — ModL. valvdtus,

fr. L., 'having leaves or folds', fr. valva. See
valve and adj. suff. -ate.

valve, n.— L. valva, 'leaf, fold or valve ofa door',
which stand in gradational relationship to L.

volvere, 'to roll'. See volute and cp. bivalve.

Derivatives: valv-ed, adi., valve-less, adj.



valvulae

valvulae, n. pi., little valves (amt.)— Medical L.,

coined by the anatomist Benedict fr. L. vaholae,

dimin. of valvae, 'leaves, folds or valves of a

door'. See prec. word and dimin. suff -ole.

Derivatives: valvul-ar, valvul-ate, adjs.

valvulae conniventes Kerkringii {anat.) — Med-

ical L., lit. 'the closing valves of (= discovered

by) Kerkring' ; fr. valvulae (q.v.) and nom. pi.

of connivens, pres. part, of connivere, 'to close

the eyes', see connive. The discovery of these

valves was erroneously ascribed to Theodor

Kerkring (1640-93), becausee the same valves

were already known to the anatomist Gabriel

Fallopio (see Fallopian). See Joseph Hyrtl,

Onomatologia anatomica, p. 599.

valvule, n., a little valve.— F. See valvulae.

valvulitis, n., inflammation of the valves of the

heart {med.) — A Medical Latin hybrid coined

fr. valvulae and -itls, a suflf. of Greek origin.

vambrace, n., a piece of armor for the protection

of the forearm.— ME., fr. AF. vant-bras, aphet-

ic for F. avant-bras, lit. 'forearm', fr. avanr,

'for', and bras, 'arm'. See avaunt and brace, 'a

prop', and cp. vamp, 'front part of a boot', and

the first element in vamplate.

vamoose, also vamose, intr. v., to decamp (.slang).

— Fr. Sp. vamos, 'let us go', fr. L. vadere, 'to

go'. See vade mecum.

vamp, n., the front part of a boot or shoe, upper.

— ME. vampe, vaumpe, fr. OF. avampie (F.

avant-pied) 'forepart of the foot', fr. avant,

'before', and pie, pied, 'foot'. For the first ele-

ment see avaunt and cp. the first element in

vambrace. F. pied derives fr. L. pedem, ace. of

pes, 'foot'. See foot and cp. pedal.

Derivative: vamp, v., to repair, patch together.

vamp, n., an adventuress (slang). — Shortened

fr. vampire.

vampire, n., in folklore, a reanimated corpse

sucking the blood of sleeping persons. — F., fr.

G. Vampir, which is of Slavic origin. Cp. Serb.

vampir, Bulg. vapir, vepir, Ukrainian uper, upyr.

The Slavic words themselves are prob. borrowed

fr. Turk, uber, 'witch'.

Derivative: vampir-ism, n.

vampire bat. — So called because of its blood-

sucking habit (whence also its popular name

'bloodsucking bat'. The name Vampyrus (Ves-

pertilio vampyrus) was applied to this bat by the

French naturalist Georges-Louis Leclerc, Count

deBuffon (1707-88).

vamplate, n., an iron plate for the protection of

the hand. — Lit. 'fore plate', compounded of

AF. vanr, aphetic form of avani, 'before', and

plat, 'plate'. See avaunt and plate and cp. vamp,

'front part of a boot', and the first element in

vambrace.

Vampyrus, n., a genus of bats (zool.) — ModL.,

introduced by Buffon. See vampire bat.

van, n., a vehicle. — Shortened form of caravan

(q.v.)

van, n., a winnowing fan. — ME., fr. OF. (— F.)

tOVU

van, fr. L. vannus, 'winnowing fan', which is of

uncertain origin. It is possibly rel. to L. ventus,

'wind'. See wind, 'air in motion', and cp. fan, 'an

instrument for winnowing'.

Derivatives: van, tr. v., vann-er, n.

van, n. — Shortened form of vanguard (q.v.)

vanadate, n., a salt of vanadic acid (chem.)— See

vanadium and chem. suff. -ate.

vanadic, adj., pertaining to, or containing, triva-

lent or pentavalent vanadium (chem.) — See

vanadium and adj . suff. -ic.

vanadinite, n., a mineral consisting of lead vana-

date and lead chloride. — See vanadium, suff.

-in and subst. suff. -ite.

vanadious, adj., vanadous. — See vanadous.

vanadium, n., name of a rare metallic element

(chem.) — ModL., coined by the Swedish

chemists Baron Jons Jakob Berzelius (1779-

1848) and Nils Gabriel Sefstrom (1787-1854) in

1830 from ON. Vanadts, one of the names of the

goddess Freya. For the ending see chem. suff.

-ium.

vanadous, adj., pertaining to, or containing, di-

valent or trivalent vanadium (chem.) — See

vanadium and -ous.

Vandal, n. — L. Vandalus, pi. Vandali, a name of

Teut. origin (cp. OE. Wendil, pi. Wendlas),

prob. meaning lit. 'wanderers', and rel. to G.

wandeln, 'to wander'. See wander,

vandal, adj. — Fr. prec. word; used in the sense

of 'acting, barbarously destroying, like a Van-

dal'.

Derivatives: Vandal-ic, adj. and n., vandal-ish,

adj., vandal-ism, n.

Vandyke, adj., of Vandyke; resembling a picture

by Vandyke. — E. spelling of the name of

Anthony Van Dyck, the Flemish painter (1599-

1641).

Vandyke, n., a picture by Vandyke; a Vandyke

collar ; a deeply indented border as seen on Van-

dyke collars. — Fr. Vandyke, adj.

Vandyke, tr. v., to mark with Vandykes. — Fr.

Vandyke, n.

vane, n. — ME., fr. OE./a«a, 'flag', which is rel.

to Goth. /ana, 'piece of cloth', OS., OHG. /a«o,

of s.m., G. Fahne, 'flag, standard', and cogn.

with Gk. Trijvo? 'the thread on the shuttle,

woof, in the pi. 'web', tttiv^ (Hesychius),

'web', L. pannus, piece of cloth'. See pane.

Derivative: van-ed, adj.

Vanessa, n., a genus of butterflies (entomol.) —
ModL., of uncertain origin.

vang, n., either of two ropes extending from the

end of a gaff to the deck (naut.) — Du. vang, 'a

catch', fr. vangen, 'to seize, catch, capture',

which' is rel. to G. fangen, of s.m. See fang, n.

and v.

vanguard, n. — ME. avaunt garde, vantgard, fr.

j^p (^ F.) avant-garde, fr. avant, 'before' and

garde, 'guard'. See avaunt and guard,

vanilla, n. — Fr. earlier Sp. vanynilla (now vai-

nilld), dimin. of vayna (now vaina), 'sheath, pod'.

1691
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fr. L. vagfna (see vagina); so called from the
shape of the fruit.

vanish, intr. v., to disappear. — ME. vanisshen,

fr. OF. esvaniss; pres. part, stem of esvanir,

evanir (F. evanouir), fr. VL. *exvamre, for L.
evanescere, 'to fade, vanish away', which is

formed fr. e-, 'out of (see e-), and vanescere, 'to

fade, vanish', lit. 'to become empty', an incho-
ative verb formed from the adjective vdnus,

'empty, vain'. Cp. It. svanire, OProvenf. esva-

noir, esvanezir, ModProvenf avanir. Port, es-

vair, esvaecer, 'to vanish', and see vain and ver-

bal suff. -ish. Cp. also evanesce, evanish.

Derivatives: vanish, n., vanish-er, n., vanish-ing,

adj., vanish-ing-ly, adv.

vanity, n. — ME. vanite, fr. OF. vanite (F. vanite),

fr. L. vanitdtem, ace. of vdnitds, 'emptiness,

worthlessness', fr. vdnus. See vain and -ity.

vanquish, tr. and intr. v. — ME. venquishen, ven-

kisen, fr. AF. venquiss-, pres. part, stem of ven-

quir, corresponding to OF. vainquir, refashion-

ed (after the Latin) fr. veintre, veincre (F. vain-

cre), fr. L. vincere, 'to conquer'. See vincible and
verbal suff. -ish.

Derivatives: vanquish, n., vanquish-able, adj.,

vanquish-er, n.

vantage, n. — ME., fr. AF., aphetic for OF. (=
F.) avantage. See advantage.

vanward, adv., placed in the van or front. —
Compounded of van, 'the front part', and -ward.

vapid, adj., tasteless. — L. vapidus, 'that which
has lost its vapor, flavorless, insipid', rel. to

vappa, 'stale wine', prob. also to vapor, 'steam,

vapor'. See vapor and cp. fade.

Derivatives: vapid-ity, n., vapid-ly, adv.

vapor, vapour, n. — ME. vapour, fr. AF. vapour,

fr. OF. vapeur (F. vapeur), fr. L. vapdrem, ace.

of vapor, 'steam, vapor', which is of uncertain

origin. It is possibly cogn. with Gk. xa7rv6i;

(for *y,f:ni\i6q), 'smoke, vapor', Lith. kvdpas,

'vapor, smoke", kvepiii, kvepti, 'to breathe, ex-

hale fragrance', and rel. to L. cupere, 'to desire'.

See Cupid and cp. evaporate, vapid.

Derivatives: vapo(u)r, intr. v., vapo(u)r-er, n.,

vapo(u)r-ing, adj. and n., vapor-ize, tr. and intr.

v., vapoT-iz-ation, n., vapor-iz-er, n.

vaporous, adj. — L. vapdrdsus, fr. vapor. See
vapor and -ous.

Derivatives; vapo(u)rous-ly, adv., vapo(u)rous-

ness, n.

rapulate, tr. v., to flog. — Fr. L. vdpuldt-(um),

pp. stem of vdpulare, 'to be flogged' (prop, 'to

cry out for pain'), which is cogn. with Goth.
wdpjan, 'to shout, cry out, weep., ON. dp, 'shout,

lamentation', OE. wepan, 'to weep'. See weep
and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: vapulat-ion, n., vapulat-ory, adj.

vaquero, n., a drover. — Sp., 'cowherd", fr. vaca,

'cow', fr. L. vacca. See vaccine and cp. buckaroo.

varan, n., a monitor lizard. — F., fr. ModL.
varanus, fr. Arab, wdran, altered fr. wdral,

'monitor lizard'. Cp. uran.

Varangian, n., one of the Northmen who founded
a dynasty in Russia. — Formed with suff. -ian

fr. ML. Varangus, fr. MGk. pdipaYyo?, a name
borrowed—through Slav.—from ON. Vseringi,

'a Scandinavian', prop, 'a confederate', fr. var-

(pl. vdrar), 'pledge; faith', which is rel. to OE.
wier, agreement, treaty; promise, pledge; faith,

fidelity, friendship', OHG. wdra, 'faithfulness,

grace'. See very.

Derivative: Varangian, adj.

varec, n., seaweed. — F. varec. varech, 'wreck,

wreckage, derelict', fr. AF. warec, fr. OE. wrsec.

See wreck,

variability, n. — Formed with suff. -ity fr. L.

variabilis. See variable,

variable, adj. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) fr. L. varia-

bilis, 'changeable', fr. varidre, 'to change'. See
vary and -able.

Derivatives: variable, n., variabil-ity, n., vari-

able-ness, n., variabl-y, adv.

variance, n. — ME. variaunce, fr. OF., fr. L.

variantia, 'difference, diversity, variety', fr.

varidns, gen. -antis. See next word i^nd -ce.

variant, adj. and n. — ME., fr. OF. (4 F.), fr. L.

variantem, ace. of varidns, pres. part, of varidre.

See vary and -ant. '

variate, tr. and intr. v., to vary (iibsol.); n., a
variable. — L. varidtus, pp. of varidre, 'to

change'. See vary and verbal suff. -ate.

variation, n. — L. varidtidnem, ace. of varidtid,

'difference, variation', fr. varidtus, pp. of vari-

dre. See vary and -ation.

Derivative: variation-al, adj.

varicella, n., chicken pox (med.) — A Medical L.

dimin., irregularly formed fr. variola, itself a
dimin. formed fr. L. varius, 'changing, varying'.

See various.

Derivative: varicell-ar, adj.

varicocele, n., a varicose condition of the veins

of the spermatic cord of the scrotum (med.) —
A medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. varix, gen.

-ids, 'a dilated vein', and Gk. y:r\kT„ 'tumor'.

See varix and -cele.

varicolored, varicoloured, adj., having various

colors. — Compounded of L. varius (see va-

rious), color (see color) and 1st suff. -ed.

varicose, adj., having dilated veins. — L. varicd-

sus, 'full of dilated veins, varicose', fr. varix,

gen. -icis, 'a dilated vein'. See varix and adj.

suff. -ose.

Derivative: varicos-ity, n.

varicosis, n,, formation of varicose veins; vari-

cosity (med.) — A Medical L. hybrid coined fr.

L. varix, gen. -icis (see varix), and -osis, a suff.

of Greek origin.

varicula, n., varicosity of the veins of the con-
junctiva. — L., formed fr. varix, gen. -icis (see

varix), with dimin. suff. -ula (see -ule).

varied, adj. — Prop. pp. of vary.

Derivative: varied-ly, adv.

variegate, tr. v., 1) to mark with different colors;

2) to diversify. — L. variegdtus, pp. of variegdre.
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'to make of various colors', compounded of

varius, 'changing, varying, various', and the

stem of agere, 'to set in motion, drive, lead ; to

do, act'. For the first element see various, for the

second see agent, adj., and cp. the second ele-

ment in castigate and in words there referred to.

Derivatives: variegat-ed, adj., variegat-ion, n.

variety, n. — MF. (= F.) varidtd, fr. L. varieta-

tem, ace. of varietas, 'diversity, variety', fr.

varius. See various and -ity.

variform, adj., having various forms. — Com-
pounded of L. varius (see various) and forma

(see form, n.)

variola, n., smallpox imed.) — Medical L., a

dimin. formed fr. L. varius, 'changing, various'.

See various and dimin. sufif. -ole and cp. varicella.

Derivatives: variol-ar, adj., variolous (q.v.)

variolite, n., a kind of diorite embedded with

spherules {petrogr.) — A hybrid coined fr. vari-

ola and suff. -ite (representing Gk. -fT/j; ) ; so

called from its smallpoxlike appearance.

varioloid, adj., resembling smallpox. — A hybrid

coined fr. variola and Gk. -oeiS-/)i;, 'like', fr.

eISoq, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

variolous, adj., pertaining to, or having, small-

pox. — Medical L. variolosus, fr. variola. See

variola and adj. suff. -ose.

variometer, n., an instrument for the comparison

of magnetic forces {electr.) — A hybrid coined

fr. L. varius, 'changing, various', and Gk.

(A^xpov, 'measure'. See various and meter, 'poet-

ical rhythm'.

variorum edition, edition of a text with notes of

various commentators. — Short for L. editio

cum notis variorum, 'edition with notes of vari-

ous (persons)'. Variorum is gen. pi. of varius.

See various,

various, adj. — L. varius, 'different, changing,

varying, various', prob. rel. to varus, 'bent,

knock-kneed', and derived fr. I.-E. base *wa-,

'to bend, turn, twist'. For enlargements of this

base see vacillate and convex. Cp. vair, varicella,

variola, divaricate, prevaricate. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

variscite, n., a hydrous aluminum phosphate

(mineral.) — G. Variscit, named after Variscia,

Latin name of the Vogtland in Germany, fr.

VariscioT Varisti, variants of Naristi, name of a

Teutonic tribe. The ending -it goes back to Gk.

-iTTjc; see subst. suff. -ite.

varix, n., a varicose vein (med.) — L., 'dilated

vein, varix', prob. rel. to varus, 'blotch, pimple',

which is cogn. with Lith. viras, 'measles of

swine'. Cp. varicose, varicosis, varicula.

varlet, n., 1) an attendant [obsoL); 2) a knight's

page (hist.) ; 3) a rascal.— ME., fr. OF., 'groom,

young man', fr. earlier vaslet (whence F. valet),

fr. VL. *vassellittus, a word of Celtic origin. See

vassal and -et and cp. valet.

Derivatives: varlet-ess, n., varlet-ry, n.

varment, vanning, n., vermin.— Dial, variants of

vermin.

varna, n., caste, more exactly, a group of castes.

— OI. vdrnah, 'covering, color', fr. vrnoli, 'cov-

ers, holds back', fr. I.-E. base *wer-, 'to enclose,

cover'. See weir and cp. words there referred to.

For the sense development of OI. vdrnalf, 'cov-

ering; color', cp. L. color, 'color', fr. I.-E. base

*kel-, 'to hide, conceal, cover' (see color),

varnish, n. — ME. vernisch, fr. OF. (= F.) vernis

(fr. ML. vernix, veronix, fr. Gk. *pepovtxij

(whence also MGk. pepvtxi), fr. the Lybian

town BspevfxT), Berenice (now Bengasi),

where varnish was first used. The town was

named after BepEviJCT] (Berenike) II, queen of

Egypt. The name BeoEvtui) itself is the Mace-

donian var. of Gk. OspsvixT], which lit. means

'carrying off victory', fr. (pipsiv, 'to bring,

carry', and vixtj, 'victory'. See bear, 'to carry',

and Nike and cp. Berenice, Veronica. Cp. also

vends Martin and vernix caseosa.

Derivative: varnish-y, adj.

varnish, tr. v. — ME. vernysshen, fr. OF. verni-

cier, vernicer (F. vernir, vernisser), fr. vernis,

'varnish'. See varnish, n.

Derivatives: varnish-ed, adj., varnish-er, n.,

varnish-ing, adj. and n.

varsha, n., the rainy season; monsoon (India). —
OI. varfdm, 'rain', rel. to vdrgati, 'it rains',

vcfah, 'bull, steer', v(san-, 'male, man, stallion',

vrfa-bhdfi, 'bull, steer', v^fnifi, 'male, ram', and

cogn. with Gk. ipm] (for *Fipari), 'dew', MIr.

frass, fr. earlier^om, 'shower of rain', L. verres,

'boar', Lith. veWs, 'calf, Lett, versis, 'ox'. All

these words derive fr. I.-E. base *wer-s-, 'to

wet, moisten, sprinkle', whence also Gk. oup^o>

(for *worsey6), oupeTv, 'to pass urine'. See

urine and cp. Uranus.

'Varsity, Varsity, n. — Colloquial abbreviation

of university.

varsovienne, n., a kind of Polish dance. — F.,

short for danse varsovienne, lit. 'Warsaw dance',

fem. of varsovien, 'of, or pertaining to, Warsaw',

fr. Varsovie, 'Warsaw'.

Varuna, n., the supreme deity, king of gods and

men in Hindu mythology. — OI. Vdrunafi, 'the

god of the evening sky', prob. not cogn. with

Gk. Oupav6?, 'god of the sky' (see Uranus).

varus, n., clubfoot (med.) — L. varus, 'bent,

apart, crooked', fr. I.-E. base *wd-, 'to bend,

turn, twist', whence prob. also varius, 'different,

changing, varying'. See various and cp. words

there referred to.

varve, n., annual deposit of silt (geol.) —
Swed. varv, 'turn; layer', rel to ON. hverfa, OE.

hwerfan, 'to turn round'. See wharf.

Derivative: varv-ed, adj.

vary, intr. and tr. v. — ME. varien, fr. OF. (=

F.) varier, fr. L. varidre, 'to change, vary*, fr.

varius. See various,

vas, n., a vessel; a duct (anat.) — L. vas, gen.

vasis, 'vessel'. See vase and cp. vessel,

vas, n., pledge, security (taw). — L. vas, gen.

vadis, 'vail, security', cogn. with Goth, wadi.

1693
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OE. wedd, 'pledge'. See wed and cp. vadimonium,
vadium,

vasal, adj., pertaining to a vas (anat.)— Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L. vas, 'vessel'. See vas,

'vessel'.

Vascons, Vascones, n. pi., the Basques.— L. Vas-

cdnes, orig. 'Foresters'. See Basque and cp.

Gascon,

vascular, adj., pertaining to vessels or ducts (biol.

and anat.) — Medical L. vascularis, fr. L. vas-

culum. See next word and -ar.

Derivatives: vascular-ity, n., vascularize (q.v.)

vasculum, n., a small vessel; an ascidium; a
small box. — L. vasculum, 'a small vessel',

dimin. of vas. See next word and -culum.

vase, n., a vessel, esp. for flowers. — F., fr. L.
vas, gen. vdsis, 'vessel', rel. to Umbr. vasor (pi.),

'vessels'. Cp. vas, 'vessel', vascular, vessel and
vextravasate.

vaseline, n., a petroleum jelly; petrolatum. —
Coined by Robert A. Chesebrough in 1877 fr.

vas- (short for G. fVasser, 'water'), -el (fr. Gk.
IX-aiov, 'oil') and chem. suff. -ine.

Derivative: vaseline, tr. v., to apply vaseline to.

vase-, or vasi-, comb, form meaning 'pertaining

to the vascular system'. — L. vas, 'vessel'. See
vas, 'vessel'.

vasodUator, adj., dilating the blood vessels (phy-
siol.) — Compounded of vaso- and dilator,

vassal, n., 1) in the Middle Ages, a feudal tenant,

who pledges fealty to a superior lord; 2) a sub-
ject; a slave. — ME., fr. OF., fr. ML. vassallus,

deriv. of vassus, 'servant', which is of Celt, ori-

gin. Cp. W. gwas, 'youth, servant', Bret, gewaz,
'servant, vassal, man', Ir. foss, 'servant'. Cp.
also It., Port, vassallo, Sp. vasallo, which are

borrowed fr. ML. vassallus. Cp. also vavasor
and the second element in Gervais.

Derivatives: vassal-ic, adj., vassal-ity, n., vassal-

ry, n. •

vassalage, n. — ME., fr. OF. (F. vasselage),

formed fr. vassal with suff. -age.

vast, adj., huge, immense. — F. vaste, fr. L. vas-

tus, 'huge, immense, shapeless', which stands
for *wazdhos and is cogn. with Olr. fot, fut,

'length'. L. vdstus in the above sense is prob. not
identical with vdstus, 'empty, waste, desert'. For
this latter see waste. See Walde-Hofmann,
LEW., II, p. 737.

Derivatives: vast, n., vastitude (q.v.), vastity

(q.v,), vasl-ly, adv., vast-ness, a., vast-y, adj.,

vast-i-ly, adv., vast-i-ness, n.

vastitude, n., vastness ; immensity. — L. vastitUdo,

'vastness', fr. L. vastus. See prec. word and -tude.

vastity, n., vastness (rare). — F. vastite, fr. L.
vastitdtem, ace. of vastitds, 'vastness', fr. vastus.

See vast and -ity.

vastus, n., name of two divisions of the quadri-
ceps muscle, the vastus externus and the vastus

internus (anat.) — Medical L., prop, musculus
vastus externus, resp. internus, 'the great ex-

ternal (resp. internal) muscle', coined by John

Riolan (1577-1657), professor of anatomy at
Paris, fr. L. vastus, 'huge, immense'. See vast
and external, resp. internal,

vat, n., a large vessel for holding liquids. — A
var. of orig. fat, 'vessel', fr. ME. fat, fr. OE.
fxt. The word prop, means 'container', and is

rel. to OS., OT^. fat, OFm. fet, MDu.,Du. vat,

ORG. fas, MHG. vaj, G. FaJS, and to OB.fatian,
OFris. fatia, MDu., Du. vatten, OHG. fas^on,
MHG. vajjen, G. fassen, 'to seize, take hold
of, and prob. cogn. with Lith. puodas, 'pot'.

Cp. fettle.

Derivative: vat, tr. v.

vates, n., a Celtic divinely inspired poet. — L.
votes, 'sooth-sayer, prophet, seer', cogn. with
OIt. faith, 'poet', W. gwawd, 'poem', Goth.
wops, 'possessed, mad', OE. wod, 'mad, fren-

zied', wop, 'sound, melody, song', Du. woede,
'rage', OHG. wuht, 'mad; madness', MHG., G.
wut, 'rage, furjf'/ON. odr, 'spirit, mind, passion,
song, po^tfy', and possibly also with OI. api-

vdtati, 'linderstands', api-vdtayati, 'stimulates

spiritually, causes to understand'. Cp. vaticinate.

Cp. also Edda, Odin, Woden, wood, adj., and the
first element in Wednesday. For the sense de-
velopment of L. vdtes and its cognates cp. Gk.
(iavTi?, 'seer, prophet', which is rel. to (j.a£vE-

odat, 'to be mad' (see mantis).

vatic, vatical, adj., prophetic. — Formed with
adj. suff. -ic, resp. -ical, fr. L. vates. See prec.

word.

Vatican, n., the Pope's palace in Rome. — L.

Vdticdnus (scil. mons), 'the hill of Vatican', one
of the hills of Rome, an Etruscan loan word ; so
called because the palace of the Pope was built

on the Vatican hill in Rome; not related to

votes, 'soothsayer, seer' (see prec. word).

Vaticanism, n., the doctrine of papal supremacy
and infallibility. — Formed fr. L. Vdticdnus (see

prec. word) with suff. -ism.

vaticinal, adj., pertaining to prophecy. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al fr. L. vdticinus. See next word.

vaticinate, tr. and intr. v., to prophesy. — L.

vdticindtus, pp. of vdticindri, 'to foretell, proph-
esy', fr. vdticinus, 'prophetic', compounded of
votes, 'seer, prophet' (see vates), and formative
element -cinus, which is prob. rel. to L. condrl,

'to try, endeavor', and cogn. with Gk. iyxovctv,

'to be active', Sidixovoi;, 'servant'. See deacon
and cp. the second element in ratiocinate,

vaticination, n., prophesying, prophesy. — L.

vdticindtio, gen. -onis, fr. vdticindtus, pp. of vd-

ticindri. See prec. word and -ion.

vaticinator, n., seer, prophet. — L. vdticindtor, fr.

vdticindtus; pp. of vdticindri. See vaticinate and
agential suff. -or.

vau, also waw, n., the sixth letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. — Heb. wdw, 'hook, pin, peg'; so
called in allusion to the ancient form of this

letter.

vaucheria, n., a genus of algae (hot.)— ModL.,
named after the Swiss botanist Jean-Pierre
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fitienne Voucher (1763-1841). For the ending

see 1st sufF. -ia.

vaudeville, n., a theatrical entertainment consist-

ing of several acts. — F., alteration of vaidevire,

fr. Vau de Vire, 'Valley of the Vire' (in Norman-

dy) ; the songs of this district were highly praised

in the 1 5th cent. — Vau is an early form of val,

'valley'. See vale, 'valley'.

Derivatives: vaudevilli-an, adj. and n., vaude-

villist (q.v.)

vandeviUist, n., a vaudeville writer or actor. — F.

vaudevilliste, a hybrid coined fr. vaudeville and

suff. -iste (representing Gk. -iaT'f\q). See -ist.

vault, n., an arched roof. — ME. voute, vowte, fr.

MF. vaulte, volte, vaute, voute (F. voute), fr.

OF., fr. VL. *volYita, fern, of the pp. of VL.

*volvitus (for L. valutas), pp. of L. volvere, 'to

roll'. Cp. OProven?. and Sp. vuelta, 'turn', and

see volute. The / in E. vault is due to a later,

'etymological', insertion (cp. fault).

Derivative; vault-y, adj.

vault, tr. v., to cover with a vault. — ME. vouten,

fr. MF. vaulter, volter, fr. voute, volte. See vault,

'roof.

Derivatives: vault-ed, adj., vault-ing, n.

vault, intr. and tr. v., to leap. — ME. vauten,

vouten, fr. MF. vaulter, volter, vouter, 'to leap,

gambol', prop, 'to turn', fr. OF., fr. Olt. voltare,

'to turn', fr. volta, 'a turn', fr. VL. *volvita. See

vault, 'arched roof ', and cp.volt, 'a turning move-

ment', volta, and the second element in demivolt.

Derivatives: vault-er, n., vault-ing, adj. and n.

vault, n., a leap. — MF. (= F.) volte, fr. It. volta,

'a turn'. See vault, 'to leap'.

vaunt, intr. and tr. v. — ME. vaunten, fr. MF.
(= F.) vanter, 'to praise, speak highly of, se

vanter, 'to boast, brag', fr. OF', fr. Late L.

vdnitdre, prop, 'to be vain', fr. L. vdnus. See

vain and cp. flaunt.

Derivatives: vaunt, n., vaunt-er, n., vaunt-ing-ly,

adv., vaunt-y, adj., vaunt-i-ness, n.

vavasor, vavasour, n., a vassal. — ME. vavasour,

fr. OF. vavassor, vavassour (F. vavasseur), fr.

Merovingian L. vassus vassorum, 'vassal of

vassals'. See vassal.

vauquelinite, n., a lead copper phosphate and

chromate (mineral.) — Named after the French

chemist Louis-Nicolas Vauquelin (1763-1829).

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

vauxite, n., a hydrous iron aluminum phosphate

(mineral.) — Named after the American nat-

uralist George Ka«x (1863-1927). For the end-

ing see subst. suff. -ite.

Vayu, n., the god of wind in Hindu mythology.

— Ol. vdyiit!, 'wind', rel. to vdti, vayati, 'it

blows', and cogn. with L. ventus, 'wind', Goth.

waian, 'to blow', Lith. vevas, 'wind', OSlav.

vejati, 'to blow'. See wind, n., and cp. words

there referred to.

Veadar, n., name of the thirteenth, intercalary,

month of the Jewish year. — Heb. va-Adhdr,

lit. 'and Adar', i.e. 'second Adar', formed fr.

V -, va-, 'and', and Adhdr, name of the twelfth

month. The exact transliteration is not Veadar,

but Vaadar. See Adar.

veal, n. — ME. vel, veel, fr. MF., veel, veau (F.

veau), fr. OF., fr. L. vitellus, dimin. of vitulus,

'calf, which is rel. to Umbr. vitluf, (pi. ace),

'calves', and cogn. with OL vatsdh, 'calf. The
orig. meaning of these words was "yearling", fr.

I.-E. base *wet, 'year', whence also Gk. Stoc,

(dial. *feT0i;), 'year', STaXov, Dor. steXov,

'yearling', Goth, wiprus, OE. weder, 'wether',

L. vetus, 'old'. See wether and cp. etesian, Ital-

ian, vellum, veteran, veterinary, vitellus, vitular.

vectis, n., an instrument used as a lever to facili-

tate delivery (obstetrics). — L. vectis 'pole, bar,

lever', from the stem of vehere (pp. vectus), 'to

carry, convey'. See next word.

vector, n., a quantity having magnitude and di-

rection (math.)— L., 'carrier, bearer, conveyer',

fr. vectus, pp. of vehere, 'to convey'. See weigh

and cp. vehicle. Cp. also the first element in

walleyed.

Derivatives: vector-ial, adj., vector-ial-ly, adv.

Veda, n., one of the ancient sacred books of the

Hindus.— OL vedaht, 'knowledge, sacred book',

rel. to veda, 'I know', vidya, 'knowledge', vin-

ddmi, 'I find', Avestic vaeda, 'I know', fr. I.-E.

base *weid-, *woid-, *wid-, 'to see; to know',

whence also L. videre (pp. visus), 'to see". See

vision and cp. words there referred to.

Vedanta, n., a system of Hindu pantheistic phi-

losophy. — OL Veddntah, prop, 'the end of

knowledge', compounded of vedah, 'know-

ledge', and dntah, 'end'. For the first element see

prec. word. The second element is cogn. with L.

ante, 'in front of, Goth, andeis, OE. ende, 'end';

see end.

Veddah, n., one of the original inhabitants of

Ceylon. — Singhalese, lit. 'hunter'.

vedette, n., a mounted sentinel placed in advance

of an outpost.— F., fr. It. vedetta assimilated

—

under the influence of vedere, 'to see'—fr. vekt-

ta, fr. Sp. vela, 'watch, wake', fr. velar, 'to

watch', fr. L. vigildre, 'to be awake, keep watch,

be watchful', fr. vigil, 'awake, wakeful'. See

vigil.

Vedic, adj., pertaining to the Vedas. — Formed

fr. Veda with adj. suff. -ic.

veep, n., vice-president. — Coined from the

letter names V and P (fr. VP, abbreviation of

vice-president).

veer, tr. v., to let or pay out (a cable). — ME.
veren, fr. MDu. (= Du.) vieren, 'to let out,

slacken' (whence also G.fieren, Dan. fire, Swed.

fira), which is rel. to OHG. fiaren, 'to give direc-

tion to', fr. Teut. *fer-, 'slope, slant; side',

whence also OHG.^ara, Goth. /era, 'side', OE.

6-fer, 'edge, margin; bank (of a river), shore (of

the sea)', MLG. over, Du. oever, MHG. uover,

G. Ufer, 'bank, shore'. These words are prob.

cogn. witn Lesbian Gk. Sneppoi;, Dor. iSiteipos,

Ion. ^^7celpol;, 'mainland, continent'.

veer, intr. and tr. v., to change direction. — F.

virer, 'to turn round, change direction', fr. VL.
*virdre, fr. L. vibrdre, 'to shake' (whence also

It. virare, Sp. virar) ; the disappearance of the b
in VL. * virare and its derivatives is due to dissim-

ilation (see W. von Wartburg, Revue de
Dialectologie Romane, 3, 467). See vibrate and
cp. environ: cp. also wear, 'to turn (a ship)

about'. The derivation fr. L. viriae, a suggested

by Diez, has been justly rejected by Meyer-
Liibke in his REW., No. 9300.

Derivatives: veer, n., veer-able, adj., veer-ing-ly,

adv.

vega, n., an open plain (Sp. American). — Sp., a
word of Basque origin.

Vega, n., the brightest star in the constellation

Lyra. — ML. Vega, fr. Arab, (an-nasr) al-wdqi\

'the falling (vulture)', fr. al-, 'the', and the part

of wdqa'a, 'he fell', which is cogn. with Heb.
ydgd\ 'it was dislocated'.

vegasite, n. , a hydrous lead ferric sulfate (mineral.)

— Named after Las Vegas in Nevada. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

vegetable, adj. — ME., fr. Late L. vegetdbilis,

'enlivening', fr. vegetdre, 'to enliven, animate',

fr. L. vegetus, 'vigorous, active', fr. vegere, 'to

be live, active, to quicken', which is rel. to vigil,

'awake, wakeful', vigor, 'liveliness, activity',

and cogn. with OE. wacian, 'to be awake, to

watch'. See wake, v., and cp. vigil, vigor. Cp.
also vajra. For the ending see suff. -able.

Derivatives: vegetable, n., vegetabl-y, adv.

vegetal, adj., pertaining to vegetables; pertaining

to vegetation. — MF. vegetal, fr. ML. vegetdlis,

fr. Late L. vegetdre. See prec. word and adj. suff.

-al.

vegetarian, n. and adj. — Irregularly formed fr.

vegetable. For the ending see suff. -arian.

Derivative; vegetarian-ism, n.

vegetate, intr. v., 1) to grow as plants do; 2) to

lead a merely passive physical life. — Late L.

vegetdtiis, pp. of vegetdre, 'to enliven, animate'.

See vegetable and verbal suff. -ate.

vegetation, n. — Late L. vegetdtio, gen. -dnis, fr.

vegetdtus, pp. of vegetdre. See prec. word and
-ion.

vegetative, adj., growing, as plants. — ME. vege-

tatif, fr. ML. vegetdtivus, fr. Late L. vegetdtus,

pp. of vegetdre. See vegetate and -ive.

Derivati\es: vegetative-ly, adv., vegetative-ness,

n.

vehemence, also vehemency, n. — MF. (= F.)

vehemence, fr. L. vehementia, fr. vehemens, gen.

-entis. See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

vehement, adj., impectuous; violent. — MF.
(= F.) vehement, fr. L. vehementem, ace. of vehe-

mens, 'eager, violent, furious, vehement', lit.

'rushing', fr. vehere, 'to carry, convey'. See next

word.

Derivative: vehement-ly, adv.

vehicle, n. — F. vehicide, fr. L. vehiculum, 'car-

riage, conveyance', lit. 'means of transport',

formed with instrumental suff. -culum fr. vehere,

'to carry, convey', fr. l.-E. base *wegh-, 'to

move', whence also OE. wegan, 'to carry, move,
weigh'. See weigh and cp. betony, convention,

convective, evection, vectis, vector, vehement,

velites, velocity, vetturino, vex, vexation, voe,

vogue. Cp. also via. Cp. also the first element

in ochlocracy. For the ending see suff. -cle.

vehicular, adj., pertaining to vehicles. — Late L.

vehiculdris, fr. L. vehiculum. See prec. word and
-ar.

vehmgericht, n., in medieval Germany, a kind of
secret tribunal. — G. Femgericht, compoimded
of Vehme, Feme, 'secret tribunal', which is rel.

t&,MHG. veime, MDu. veme, veem, Du. veem,

of )s.m., and Gericht, 'judgment, court of jus-

tic^', which derives fr. MHG. gerihte, fr. OHG.
girihti, fr. rihten, 'to judge', which is rel. to

OHG., MHG. reht, 'right'. See right, adj.

vehmic, adj., pertaining to the vehmgericht. —
See prec. word and adj. suff. -ic.

veil, n. — ME. veile, fr. OF. veile (F. voile), fr. L.

vela, pi. of velum, 'sail
;
piece of cloth ; awning,

curtain, veil', but in VL. mistaken for a fern,

sing. noun. L. velum prob. stands for *wexlom
(cp. vexiltum, 'banner, flag', the dimin. of ve/«m),

fr, I.-E. base *weg-, 'to weave', whence also OE.
weoce, weoc, 'wick'. See wick and cp. wax, n.

Cp. also velamen, velar, velic, velum, voile, re-

veal, revelation.

Derivatives: veil, v., (q.v.), veil-less, adj.

veil, tr. V. — ME. veilen, fr. MF. veiler (F. voiler),

fr. OF., fr. L. veldre, 'to cover, veil', fr. L. velum.

See veil, n.

Derivatives: veil-ed, adj., veil-ed-ly, adv., veil-

ed-ness, n., veil-er, n., veil-ing, n., veil-y, adj.

vein, n. — ME. veine, fr. OF. (= F.) veine, fr. L.

vena, 'blood vessel, watercourse, vein; natural

inclination', which is of uncertain origin. Cp.
venation, vennel, venose, venule and the first ele-

ment in venesection.

Derivatives: vein, tr. v., vein-ed, adj., vein-er, n.,

vein-ing, n., vein-y, adj., vein-i-ness, n.

velamen, n., a membrane (anat.) — L. veldmen,

'a covering', fr. veldre, 'to veil, cover'. See veil,

V. and n., and -men.

velar, adj., pertaining to, or connected with, the

velum. — L. veldris, fr. velum. See velum and -ar.

velarium, n., awning over the auditorium of an
amphitheater (Roman antiq.) — L. velarium, 'a

covering', fr. velum. See veil, n., and -arium.

veld, veldt, n., grass country in S. Africa. — S.

Afr. Du., fr. Du. veld, 'field', which is rel. to E.

field (q.v.)

veldtschoen^ also veldschoen, n., shoe made of un-

tanned hide. — S. Afr. Du. veldschoen, which is

a blend of velschoen (fr. Du. vel, 'skin', see fell,

'hide', and schoen, 'shoe', see shoe) and Du.
veld. See prec. word.

velic, adj., pertaining to a sail. — Formed with
adj. suff. -ic fr. L. velum, 'sail'. See veil, n.

velites, n. pi., light-armed soldiers (Roman antiq.)



velleity

— PI. of L. veles, gen. velitis, which is prob. rel.

to velox, 'swift'. See velocity,

velleity, n., imperfect volition. — ML. velleitas,

fr. L. velle, 'to will, wish'. See voluntary and -ity.

vellicate, tr. and intr. v., to twitch. — L. vellica-

tus, pp. of velUcare, freq. of vellere, 'to pluck,

pull, twitch', which is of uncertain origin. It

possibly stands for *welsere and derives fr. I.-E.

base *wel-, 'to break, tear, pluck', whence also

L. volnus, vulnus, 'wound', Gk. s'lkatzec, (for

*4-fEX-WTeq), 'helots', aXicjxea^ai (for *faX-

toKE^at), 'to be taken prisoner', Goth, wilwan,

'to rob', wulwa, 'robbery, rape', Arm. goeanam,

'to steal', Toch. B. lyak, AB lyak, 'thief, and

possibly also L. lana, Gk. Xrjvoq, OSlav. vluna,

Goth, wulla, OE. wull, etc., 'wool'. See wool

and cp. avulsion, convulse, convulsion, evulsion.

Helot, lasio-, revulsion, svelte, velours, velure,

velvet, villus, vulnerable, vulsellum, vulture. For

the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

vellication, n., a spasmodic twitching. — L.

vellicatio, gen. -onis, fr. vellicalus, pp. of velli-

care. See prec. word and -ion.

vellum, n., a fine kind of calf skin parchment. —
ME. velim, assimilated fr. OF. velin (F. vffin), fr.

OF vel, 'calf. See veal. For the change of « to m
cp. venom.

velocipede, n., any of early kinds of bicycles or

tricyles. — F. velocipede, compounded of L.

velox, gen. -ocis, 'swift', and pes, gen. pedis,

'foot'. See next word and foot and cp. pedal.

Derivatives; velociped-al, velociped-ic, adjs.

velocity, n., swiftness; speed.— MF. (= F.) vilo-

ciU, fr. L. velocitdtem, ace. of veWcitas, 'swift-

ness', fr. velox, gen. -ocis, 'swift', which is of

uncertain origin. Itpossibly stands for *weg-slo-s

and lit. means 'moving along quickly, rushing',

and is rel. to vehere, 'to carry, convey'. See

vehicle and -ity and cp. velites.

velours, n., a velvetlike material. — F., alteration

of OF. velous, fr. OProven?. velos, of s.m., fr. L.

villosus, shaggy', taken as a noun, from villus,

'shaggy hair'. See villus and cp. velure. Cp. also

flue, 'fluff.

velum, n., the soft palate (anat.); a membranous

covering in fungi, in the jelly fish, etc. {bot. and

zool.) — L. velum, 'sail ;
piece of cloth ; awning,

curtain, veil'. See veil,

velure, n. — A var. of velours (q.v.)

velvet, n.— ME. veluet, velwet, fr. VL. velluetum,

fr. *villutus, 'shaggy', fr. L. villus, 'shaggy hair'.

See villus and cp. velours, velure.

Derivatives: velvet, velvet-ed, adjs., velveteen

(q.v.), velvet-y, adj.

velveteen, n., imitation velvet. — Formed fr.

velvet with suff. -een (= a var. of -ine).

venada, n., the pudu. — Fem. of Sp. venado,

'deer', fr. L. venatus, 'game', fr. vendtus, pp. of

venarl, 'to hunt, chase'. See venery, 'hunting'.

venal, adj., that can be corrupted; mercenary;

corrupt. — L. vindlis, 'that which can be

bought', fr. v€num or venus, 'sale', which is cogn.
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with OI. vasndl), 'purchase money', vasndm,

'reward', vasnayati, 'he bargains, haggles'. Arm.

gin (for *wesnom), 'purchase money', Gk. uvy),

&V01;, 'price paid (for a thing), purchase', Les-

bian 6wa (for *wosnd), 'purchase', Gk. mvei-

CT^ai, 'to buy', Hitt. ushshaniya-, 'to sell', and

—without the sufif. -no—wash-, 'to buy'. Cp.

vend, vendee, vent, 'market', venta, and the sec-

ond element in opsonin,

venality, n. — F. venalite, fr. Late L. vendlitatem,

ace. of vendlitds, fr. vendlis, 'that which can be

bought'. See prec. word and -ity.

venatic, adj., pertaining to hunting, — L. vendti-

cus, fr. vendtus, pp. of vendri, 'to hunt'. See vene-

ry, 'hunting', and 2nd -atic.

venation, n., the stystem of veins in the wind of

an insect or in a leaf. — Formed with suff.

-ation fr. L. vena, 'vein'. See vein.

Derivative: venation-al, adj.

vend, tr. v. — F. vendre, fr. L. vendere, 'to sell',

shortened fr. venunddre, fr. venum ddre, lit. 'to

give (i.e. offer) for sale', fr. venum or venus,

'sale', and dare, 'to give'. See venal and date,

'point of time'.

Derivatives: vend, n., vendee (q.v.), vend-er,n.,

vend-ing, n. and adj., vendor (q.v.)

vendace, n., a vvhitefish {Coregonus vandesius). —
ModL. vandesius, fr. MF. (= F.) vandoise,

'dace', fr. Gaulish *vinrf<;jja, 'whitefish', fr. Cel-

tic vindo-, 'white' ; see winter and cp. Wend. For

sense development cp. F. able, ablette, 'the

bleak', fr. L. albus, 'white', and E. whitefish.

vendaval, n., a strong wind blowing from the sea

in Mexico. — Sp., fr. F. ventd'aval, 'westerly

wind', fr. vent, 'wind' and aval, 'downward part,

downward direction'. The first element derives

fr. L. ventus, 'wind'. F. aval stands for a val, 'to

the valley'. See wind, n., and avale.

Vendean, adj., of Vendee. — F. Vend^en, fr. La

Vendie, name of a department in Western

France. For the ending see suff. -an.

Derivative: Vendean, n.

vendee, n., the purchaser {law). — Lit. 'a person

to whom anything is sold'; formed from the

verb vend with suff. -ee.

Vend^miaire, n., the first month (lasting fr. Sept.

2nd to Oct. 1st) of the French revolutionary

calendar. — P., lit. '(month) of vintage', coined

by Fabre d'iglantine in 1793 fr. L. vindemia,

'vintage'. See vintage,

vendetta, n., a blood feud in the pursuit of aveng-

ing the slaying of a near relative. — It., 're-

venge', fr. L. vindicta, 'vengeance, revenge', fr.

vindex, gen. vindicis, 'vindicator'. See vindictive,

vendible, adj., that which can be sold, salable. —
ME., fr. L. vendibilis, fr. vendere, 'to sell'. See

vend and -ible.

Derivatives: vendibil-ity, n., vendible-ness, n.,

vendibl-y, adv.

vendition, n., the act of selling. — L. venditio,

gen. -onis, 'a selling, sale', fr. venditus, pp. of

vendere. See vend and -Won.

vendor, n. — AF. vendour, vendor, fr. OF. (= F.)
vendeur, fr. L. venditorem, ace. of venditor,

'seller', fr. venditus, pp. of vendere. Cp. the noun
vender and see vend and agential suff. -or.

veneer, tr. v., to overlay (wood) with a thin sheet
of fine wood. — Fr. earlier fineer, fr. G. fur-
nieren, fr. F. fournir, 'to furnish', fr. OHG.
frumjan, 'to provide'. The word was borrowed
from and re-borrowed by one and the same
language at two different periods. See furnish.

Derivatives: veneer, n., veneer-er, n., veneer-ing,

n.

venenate, tr. v., to poison {rare). — L. venenatus,

pp. of venendre, 'to poison', fr. venenum, 'poi-

son'. See venom and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: venenat-ion, n.

venerability, n. — ML. venerdbilitas, fr. L. vene-
rdbilis. See next word and -ity.

venerable, adj.— ME., fr. L. venerdbilis, fr. vene-
rdri, 'to venerate'. See next word and -able.

Derivatives: venerable-ness, n,, venerabl-y, adv.

venerate, tr. v., to revere. — L. venerdtus, pp. of
venerdri, 'to reverence, worship, venerate', fr.

venus, gen. veneris, 'love, sexual desire, loveli-

ness, attractiveness, beauty, charm', whence
Venus, gen. Veneris, 'the goddess of love'; cogn.
with 01. vanas-, 'desire', vdnati, vanSti, vdnchati,

'desires, loves; wins, is victorious', Avestic va-

naiti, 'he wishes; is victorious', OE. wynn, 'joy',

wunian, 'to dwell', wenian, 'to accustom, train;

to wean', wyscan, 'to wish'. All these words de-
rive fr. I.-E. base *wen-, 'to strive after, wish,
desire; to be satisfied; to be wont'. See wish and
verbal suff. -ate and cp. venery (in both senses),

venial, venom, Venus.

Derivatives: veneration-al, adj., venerat-ive, adj.,

venerat-ive-ly, adv., venerat-ive-ness, n., vener-

ator (q.v.)

veneration, n. — ME. veneracion, fr. veneratio,

gen. -dnis, fr. venerdtus, pp. of venerdri. See
prec. word and -ion.

Derivative: veneration-al, adj.

venerator, n. — L. venerdtor, fr. venerdtus, pp. of
venerdri. See venerate and agential suff. -or.

venereal, adj., 1) pertaining to sexual love or in-

tercourse; 2) infected with a venereal disease;

3) curing venereal diseases.— Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. venereus, 'pertaining to love or
sexual desire', fr. venus, gen. veneris. See vener-

ate,

venereology, n., the study of venereal diseases. ^
A hybrid coined fr. L. venus, gen. veneris, 'love,

sexual desire', and Gk. -Xoyta, fr.- Xdyo;, 'one
who speaks (in a certain manner); one who
deals (with a certain topic)'. See venerate and
-logy.

Derivative: venereolog-ist, n.

venery, n., hunting {archaic). — ME. venerie, fr.

OF. venerie (F. venerie), 'to hunt', fr. L. venari,

'to hunt, pursue', which prob. derives fr. I.-E.

base *wen-, 'to strive after'. See venerate and -y

(representing OF. -ie) and cp. next word, vena-

da, venatic, venision. OI. veti, 'follows after',

Avestic vayeiti, 'hunts', vitar-, 'pursuer', vydna-,

'one pursued', vdti-, 'persecution', Lith. ve/u,

v^f(, 'to hunt, pursue', OSIav. voji, 'warrior',

vojina, 'war', Gk. i'e(iai (for *?U\i.a.i), 'I as-

pire to, tend to, make haste, long for', OE. wdj),

'hunting', O'H/ veidr, 'chase, hunting, fishing',

OHG. weWa, MHG., G. we/rfe, 'pasture, graz-
ing, food; pasture land', are prob. derivatives

of a denasalize^ var. of the above base. Cp. the
first element in voivode.

venery, n., sexual love, {archaic). — From the
stem of L. venus, gen. veneris, 'love, sexual
desire'. See venerate and cp. Venus. Cp. also
prec. word.

venesect, tr. v., to phlebotomize {med.) — Back
formation from next word.

venesection, n., phlebotomy {med.)— Medical L.
venae sectio, 'cutting of a vein', fr. L. venae, gen.
of vena, 'vein', and sectio, gen. -dnis, 'a cutting'.

See vein and section.

Venetian, adj. and n. — ML. Venetidnus, fr.

Venetia, 'Venice', fr. Veneti (Gk. Oufverot,
'BvEToi or 'EvETot), an ancient people of lUy-
rian origin. For the ending see suff. -ian.

vengeance, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) fr. venger,

'to avenge', fr. L. vindicdre, of s.m. See vindicate

and -ance and cp. avenge, revenge,

vengeful, adj. — Formed on analogy of revenge-

ful from the obsol. verb venge (fr. OF. venger),

with suff. -ful. See prec. word.

Derivatives: vengeful-ly, n., vengeful-ness, n.

venial, adj., pardonable. — ME., fr. OF., fr. L.

venidlis, 'pardonable; gracious, kind', fr. venia,

'forgiveness, pardon; graceness, kindness', rel.

to venus, gen. veneris, 'love', venerdri, 'to rever-

ence, worship'. See venerate.

Derivatives: venial-ity, n., venial-ly, adv., venial-

ness, n.

venin, n., a toxic substance in snake venom {bio-

chem.) — F. venin, 'poison', fr. L. venenum.See
venom,

venison, n., the flesh of a deer. — ME. veneson,

veneison, venison, fr. OF. veneson, veneison (F.

venaison), fr. L. vendtionem, ace. of vendtid,

'hunting, chase', fr. vendtus, pp. of vendri, 'to

hunt'. See venery, 'hunting'.

Venite, n., name of the 95th psalm. — L. venite,

'come', imper. 2nd person pi. fr. venire, 'to

come'. See come and cp. venue, 'meeting place'.

The psalm is so called from its first word L^khQ,
'come', rendered in the Vulgate by the word
'Venite'.

vennel, n., an alley {Scot, and Ir.) — F. venetle,

'alley', dimin. of veine, 'vein', fr. L. vena. See
vein.

venom, n., 1) poisonous matter secreted by some
animals (as snakes, spiders, etc.); 2) spite, mal-
ice. — ME. venym, venim, venon, fr. OF. venim
(F. venin), fr. VL. *vemmen, which was formed
fr. L. venenum, 'a drug, potion', through the
substitution of suflF. -imen for -enum. L. venenum



venomous

orig. meant 'love potion'. It derives fr. venus,

'love, sexual desire' ; see Venus, venerate and cp.

venin, envenom. Cp. Rum. venin. It. veleno,

OProven?. veren, Catal. veri, Sp. and Port.

veneno, 'venom', vv-hich derive fr. VL. *vem-

me(n), resp. fr. L. venenum.

venomous, adj., poisonous. — ME. venimous, fr.

OF. veninieux, which is formed fr. venim, vs'ith

suff. -eux. See venom and -ous. Cp. F. veneneux,

'venomous', which derives fr. L. venenosus,'ven-

omous', fr. venenum, 'venom'.

venose, adj., pertaining to a vein; veiny. — L.

venosus, 'full of veins', fr. vena. See vein, n., and

adj. sufF. -ose and cp. venous.

Derivative: venos-ity, n.

venous, adj., pertaining to a vein; veiny. — L.

venosus. See venose and -ous.

Derivatives: venous-ly, adv., venous-ness, n.

vent, n.. a slit, opening in a coat. — ME. vente, a

var. oi fente, fent, fr. MF. (= F.) fente, 'cleft,

slit', fr. fendre, 'to cleave, split', fr. L. findere

(pp. fissus); see fissUe. The spelling of ME.

rente is due to a confusion with F. vent, 'wind'.

See next word.

Derivative: vent, tr. v., to let out at a vent'.

vent, n., 1) outlet for air, gas or liquid; 2) ex-

pression. — Partly fr. P. vent, 'wind', fr. L. ven-

tus; partly fr. F. event, 'a breaking forth', fr.

eventer, 'to break forth', which is formed fr. pref.

^. (= OF. es-, L. ex-), and vent, 'wind'. See

wind, 'air', and cp. ventilate.

Derivative: vent, tr. v., to let out, vent-age, n.,

vent-less, adj.

vent, n., 1) the act of selling; 2) market for sale.

— MF. (= F.)ve«fe,'sale',fr.VL. venrf/Yo,'saIe',

prop. fern. pp. of L. vendere, 'to sell', used as a

noun. Cp. It. vendita, Sp. venta, which also de-

rive fr. VL. vendita, and see vend. Cp. also next

word.

venta, n., inn. — Sp., 'sale, market; inn', fr. VL.

vendita, 'sale'. See prec. word.

ventail, n., the lower movable part of a helmet

{hist.) — ME., fr. MF. ventaille (F. ventail), fr.

OF., fr. vent, 'wind'. See wind, 'air', and cp.

aventail.

venter, n., the abdominal cavity in insects. — L.

venter, 'belly, womb', for *wend-tri-, rel. to

vensica, vesica, 'bladder', and cogn. with OI.

vastilj, 'bladder', vanifthiih, 'rectum', OHG.
wanast, MHG., G. wanst, 'paunch, belly'. Cp.

ventricle, eventration, vesicle and the first ele-

ment in ventriloquism,

venter, n., one who vents. — Formed from vent,

v., with agential suff. -er.

venter, n., innkeeper. — Sp. ventero, fr. venta,

'inn'. See venta.

ventiduct, n., a pipe for the passage of air in ven-

tilation (archit.) — Compounded of L. ventus,

'wind', and ductus, 'conduit', fr. dUcere, pp.

ductus, 'to lead'. See wind, 'air', and duct and cp.

next word.

ventilate, tr. v. — L. ventilatifs, pp. of ventilare.
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'to branidsh in the air, fan, set in motion, agi-

tate', fr. ventus, 'wind'. See wind, 'air', and ver-

bal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: ventilation (q.v.), ventilat-ive, adj.,

ventilat-or, n.

ventilation, n. — L. ventildtio, gen. -onis, fr. ven-

tilatus, pp. of ventUare. See prec. word and

-ation.

Ventose, n., the sixth month of the French revo-

lutionary calendar (lasting fr. February 19th to

March 20th). — A word coined by Fabre

d'figlantine in 1793 fr. F. ventose, Ht. 'the windy

(month)', fr. L. ventosus, 'full of wind, windy',

fr. ventus, 'wind'. Cp. F. venteux, 'windy' (fr. L.

ventosus), and see wind, 'air', and adj. suff. -ose.

ventosity, n. — ME. ventosite, de. MF. (= F.)

ventosite, fr. Late L. ventositStem, ace. of ven-

tositas, fr. L. ventosus. See prec. word and -ity.

ventral, adj., pertaining to the belly. — F., fr. L.

ventrdlis, fr. venter, 'belly'. See venter, 'abdom-

inal cavity'.

Derivative: ventral-ly, adv.

ventri-, orventro-, before a vowel ventr-, combining

form meaning 1) ventral; 2) ventral and. — L.

ventri; ventro-, ventr-, fr. venter, 'belly'. See

venter, 'abdoihinal cavity'.

ventricle, n., cavity in an organ of the body. —
Fr. F. ventricule, or directly fr. L. ventriculus,

'stomach, ventricle", dimin. of venter, 'belly'.

See venter, 'abdominal cavity', and -cle and cp.

ventriculus.

ventricose, adj., bellied. — ModL. ventricosus, fr.

L. venter, 'belly'. See venter, 'abdominal cavity',

and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivative: ventricos-ily, n.

ventricular, adj. — Formed with suff. -ar fr. L.

ventriculus. See ventricle.

Ventriculites, n., a genus of fossil (paleontol.) —
A ModL. hybrid coined fr. ventriculus and suff.

-ite (representing Gk. -Tt/]?).

ventriculogram, n., an X ray photograph of the

ventricles of the brain. — A hybrid coined fr. L.

ventriculus and Gk. ypaixfjta, 'that which is

written'. See next word and -gram,

ventriculus, n., one of the cavities in the brain

{anat. and zool.) — L., 'ventricle'. See ventricle,

ventriloquial, adj., pertaining to ventriloquism.

_ Formed with suff. -ial fr. Late L. ventrilo-

quus, 'one who speaks from his belly", fr. venter,

'belly', and loqui, 'to speak', so called from the

belief that the voice comes from the ventrilo-

quist's stomach. See venter, 'abdominal cavity',

and loquacious.

Derivative: ventriloquial-ly, adv.

ventriloquism, n., the art of speaking so that the

voice seems to come from some source other

than the person speaking. — Formed fr. Late

F. ventriloquus (see prec. word) with suff. -ism.

ventriloquist, n. — Formed fr. Late L. ventrilo-

quus (see ventriloquial) with suff. -ist.

ventriloquize, intr. and tr. v. — Formed fr. Late

L. ventriloquus (see ventriloquial) with suff. -ize.

^
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ventriloquy, n., ventriloquism. — F. ventriloquie,

fr. ML. ventritoquium, fr. Late L. ventriloquus,

'one who speaks from the belly'. See ventrilo-

quial and -y (representing F. -ie).

ventripotent, adj., having a big belly. — Com-
pounded of L. venter, 'belly', and potens, gen.

-entis, 'powerful'. See venter, 'abdominal cavi-

ty', and potent,

ventro-, combining form. See ventri-.

venture, n. — Aphetic form of ME. aventure. See
adventure and cp. venue, 'arrival'.

Derivative: venture, tr. and intr. v.

venturesome, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. venture,

a word of L. origin, and suff. -some (fr. OE.
-sum).

Derivatives: venturesome-ly, adv., venture-some-

ness, n.

venue, n., 1) arrival (obsoL); 2) meeting place. —
MF. (= F.), 'a coming', fr. OF., prop. pp. of
venir, 'to come', used as a noun, fr. L. venio,

which prob. stands for *g^mid, and is cogn.

with Goth, qiman, OE. cuman, 'to come'. See

come and cp. base, n. Cp. also advene, advent,

adventitious, adventure, avenue, circumvene.

circumvent, contravene, convene, convenient, con-

vent, convention, covenant, event, eventual, in-

tervene, intervention, invent, invention, nuncio,

parvenu, prevenance, prevent, provenance, reve-

nant, revenue, souvenir, subvene, subvention,

Venite, venture.

venue, n., the neighborhood of a cause of action

or of a crime; place of trial (law). — Lit. 'neigh-

borhood', fr. ML. vicinitum, fr. L. vicinus,

'neighboring, near', fr. vicus, 'district'; see

vicinage. Venue in this sense was influenced in

form by venue, 'arrival'.

venule, n., a small vein. — L. venula, formed fr.

vena with dimin. suff. -ula. See vein and -ule.

Venus, n. — L. Venus, gen. Veneris, 'the goddess

of love'., fr. venus, 'love, sexual desire, loveliness,

attractiveness, beauty, charm', whence venerari,

'to reverence, worship, venerate'. See venerate.

vera, n., name of a tree, Bulnesia arborea. — Am.
Sp., fr. Sp. vera, 'border', which derives fr. L.

ora, 'border' (through the intermediate form
*uera; cp. Sp. hueso, 'bone' (fr. L. ossum). L.

ora (for *dsa) is a collective noun formed fr. os,

gen. -oris, 'mouth, opening, entrance". See oral.

veracious, adj., truthful, true. — Formed with

suff. -ous fr. L. verax, gen. verdcis, 'truthful,

speaking truly', fr. verus. See very.

Derivatives: veracious-ly, adj., veracious-ness, a.

veracity, n., truthfulness, truth. — F. veracite, fr.

ML. verdcitdtem, ace. ofverdcitas, 'truthfulness',

fr. L. verax, gen. -dcis. See prec. word and -ity.

veranda, verandah, n. — Port, varanda, 'balcony',

introduced into English from India. Port, va-

randa itself is of uncertain origin. F. veranda

was borrowed from English.

Derivative: veranda(h)-ed, adj.

verano, n., the dry season in tropical America. —
Sp., fr. L. ver, 'spring'. See vernal.

Verbesina

verascope, n., a small stereoscopic camera. — A
hybrid coined fr. L. verus, 'true', and Gk. -(sx./,-

TTiov, fr. (ixoTCEiv, 'to look at, examine'. See

very and -scope. The correct form would be
alethoscope (fr. Gk. dtXTj-S-r)!;, 'true' and -av.(i-

TIIOV )

.

veratral, n., the radical Cs|Hj„0^ (chem.)— Form-
ed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. verdtrum, 'hellebore'.

See veratrine.

veratric, adj., pertaining to a white crystalline

acid.— Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr. L. verdtrum,

'hellebore' (see veratrine) ; so called because it is

easily obtained by the decomposition of vera-

trine.
,

veratridine, also veratridin, n., an amorphous al-

kaloid obtain^d^ from sabadilla seeds,

CjjHjjOjjNtfSem.) — Coined fr. L. verdtrum,

'hellebore' (see next word), and the chem.
suffixes -ide and -ine (resp. -in).

veratrine, n., also veratrin, veratrina, veratria, a

poisonous mixture of alkaloids obtained from
sabadilla seeds, used in medicine in the treat-

ment of rheumatism, neuralgia, etc. — F. vera-

trine, fr. ModL. veratrina, fr. L. verdtrum, 'helle-

bore', fr. verdre, 'to tell the truth', fr. verus,

'true'; so called because of the sternutatory

effect of its levigated rots (with reference to the

popular belief that ascribes to sneezing the pow-
er of confirming the truth). For the formation of
the word verdtrum cp. ardtrum, 'plow", from
ardre, 'to plow'. See very.

Veratrum, n., a genus of plants, the false helle-

bore (pot.) — See prec. word.

verb, n. — ME. verbe, fr. MF. (= F.), fr. OF., fr.

L. verbum, 'word, verb', which derives fr. I.-E.

base *werdh-, whence also Goth, waiird, OE.
word, 'word'. See word and cp. also veracious,

veracity, veratrine, verbatim, verbiage, verbose,

proverb. For the change of l.-E. (ft to 6 in Latin,

cp. L. ruber and E. red, L. barba and E. beard.

In its grammatical pense, L. verbum is a loan

translation of Gk. F^jxa, 'that which is said,

word ; verb'.

verbal, adj. — Late L. verbdlis, fr. L. verbum,

'word'. See verb and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: verbal-ism, n., verbal-ist, n., verbal-

ize, tr. and intr. v., verbal-iz-ation, n., verbal-iz-

er, n., verbal-ly, adv., verb-y, adj.

Verbascum, n., a genus of plants, the mullein

(hot.) — L. verbascum, 'mullein', prob. of Ligu-

rian origin. Cp. barbasco.

verbatim, adv., word for word; adj., following

word for word. — ML. verbdtim, "word for

word, literally", fr. L. verbum, 'word". See verb.

For the suff. -dtim see gradatim and cp. words
there referred to.

Verbena, n., a genus of plants, the vervain (hot.)

— L. See vervain.

Verbenaceae, n. pi., the vervain family (hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff. -aceae.

verbenaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Verbesina, n., a genus of herbs, the crownbeard
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(bot.) — ModL., arbitrarily formed fr. Verbena,

verbiage, n., verbosity. — F., formed with suff.

-age fr. MF. verbier, 'to chatter', fr. L. verbum,

'word'. See verb,

verbose, adj., using too many words, wordy. —
L. verbosus, 'full of words, verbose', fr. verbum.

See verb and adj. suif. -ose.

Derivatives'. verbose-Iy, adv., verbose-ness, n.

verbosity, n., wordiness. — MF. (= F.) verbosite,

fr. Late L. verbositdtem, ace. of verbositds, fr. L.

verbosus. See prec. word and -ity.

verdancy, n.— Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.

verdant, adj. — A blend of L. viriddns, pres. part,

of viriddre, 'to become green', and F. verdoyant,

pres. part, of verdoyer, 'to become green', fr.

vert, 'green'. Cp. It. verdeggiare. Proven?, verde-

jar, Sp. verdear and see viridity and -ant. Cp.

also verdure, vert, 'the green growth in a forest'.

verdantique, n., a variety of serpentine marble.—
It. verde antico, lit. 'ancient green'. The first

word derives fr. L. viridem, ace. of viridis,

'green', the second fr. antiquus, 'old'. See viri-

dity and antique,

verderer, n., an official of the royal forests, who
has the charge of the green growth (Hist.) —
AF. verderer, fr. OF. verdier, fr. vert, 'green', fr.

L. viridis. See viridity and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

verdict, n., decision, judgment. — ME. verdit, fr.

AF. verdit, corresponding to OF. voirdit, fr. L.

vere dictum, 'truly said' (whence ML. veredic-

»um,'verdict'). See very and diction and cp. verid-

ical,

verdigris, n., a green or greenish-blue poisonous

pigment. — ME. verdegrece, fr. OF. vert de

Grece, vert de Grice, lit. 'green of Greece'. F.

vert-de-gris is a blend of OF. vert de Grice and

F. gris, 'gray'. For the etymology of OF. (= F.)

vert see vert, 'green growth'. OF. (= F.) de, 'of,

from', derives fr. L. de, 'from, away from' ; see

de-. For the origin of OF. Grice (F. Grece), fr.

L. Graecia, see Grecian, Greek.

Derivatives: verdigris-ed, verdigris-y, adjs.

verditer, n., either of two pigments of green, resp.

blue color. — F. vert de terre, lit. 'green of

earth'. For the first two words see prec. word. F.

terre, 'earth", derives fr. L. terra. See terra,

verdure, n., 1) greenness; 2) freshness.— ME., fr.

MF. (= F.) fr. OF. verd (F. vert), 'green', fr.

L. viridis. See viridity and -ure.

Derivatives: verdur-ed, verdure-less, adjs., ver-

durous (q.v.)

verdurous, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. ver-

dure on analogy of adjectives in which- ous cor-

responds to OF.-eus(= F. eux).See tremendous.

Derivative: verdurous-ness, n.

verecund, adj., bashful, shy. — L. verecundus,

formed with suff. -cundus, fr. vereri, 'to observe

with awe, revere, respect, fear'. See revere. For

the suff. cp. fecund and words there referred

to.

Derivatives: verecund-ity, n., verecund-ness, n.

verein,n., association, organization.— G. Verein,

fr. pref. ver- (see for) and ein, 'one'. See one and

cp. the second element in zollverein.

Veretillum, n., a genus of club-shaped sea pens

(zoo/.) — ModL., formed with dimin. suff.

-ilium fr. L. veretrum, 'the private parts', which

is rel. to vereri, 'to revere, fear'. See revere and

cp. prec. word.

verge, n., 1) staffer office; 2) limit, margin, edge.

— ME., fr. MF. (= F.) verge, 'rod', fr. OF., fr.

L. virga, 'twig, rod, wand' (whence also It.,

Proven?., Sp., Port, verga. Rum. vargd); see

virgate and cp. wliisk. The sense 'limit, margin,

edge', developed from the meaning 'staff of

oflSce', through the medium of the term within

the verge used in the sense 'within the sphere of

authority of the Royal Steward'.

Derivative : verge, intr. v. , to be on the verge ; tr.

v., to edge.

verge, intr. v., to bend, incline. — L. vergere, 'to

bend, incline, turn', prob. cogn. with OI. vrndk-

ti, vdrjati, 'he turns, twists', fr. I.-E. base *we-

reg-, *werg-. See wrench and cp. converge, di-

verge,

verger, n., an officer of the church. — ME., lit.

'one bearing a verge', formed fr. MF. verge,

'staff' (see verge, n.), with agential suff. -er. Cp.

ML. virgdrius in the same sense.

veridical, adj., truthful. — Formed with adj. suff.

-al fr. L. veridicus, 'truthtelling, veracious', fr.

verus, 'true', and the stem of dicere, 'to say,

speak'. See very and diction.

Derivatives: veridical-ity, n., veridical-ly, adv.,

veridical-ness, n.

verifiable, adj. — Formed fr. verify with suff.

-able.

Derivatives: verifiabil-ity, n., verifiable-ness, n.,

verifiabl-y, adv.

verification, n.— MF. (= F.) verification, fr. ML.

verificdtionem, ace. of verificdtio, fr. verificdtus,

pp. of verificdre. See next word and -ation.

verify, tr. v., 1) to prove to be true; 2) to test the

correctness of. — ME. verifien, fr. MF. (= F.)

verifier, fr. ML. verificdre, fr. L. virus, 'true',

and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make, do'. See very

and -fy.

verily, adv. — ME. verraily, fr. verray, 'very'. See

very and adv. suff. -ly.

verine, verin, n., a base formed from veratric acid

{chem.) — Abbreviation of veratrine.

verisimilar, adj., likely, — Formed with suff. -ar

fr. L. verisimilis, which is compounded of ver/,

gen. of verum, 'the truth', subst. use of the neut.

of verus, 'true', and similis, 'similar'. See very and

similar.

Derivative: verisimilar-ly, adv.

verisimilitude, n., UkeUhood. — L. verlsimilitudO,

fr. verisimilis. See prec. word and -tude and cp.

similitude,

verism, n., the theory that art and literature

should represent the rigid truth. — It. verismo.

-i-»i

formed fr. vero (fr. L. verus), 'true', and suff.

-ismo (fr. L. -ismus). See very and -ism.

verlst, n., an adherent of verism. — It. verista,

formed fr. vero (see prec. word) with suff. -ista

(fr. L. -ista; see -ist).

veritable, adj. — MF. (= F.) veritable, fr. OF.
veritable, fr. verite. See next word and -able.

Derivatives: veritabil-ity, n., veritable-ness, n.,

veritabl-y, adv.

verity, n. — ME. verite, fr. MF. (= F.) vMte, fr.

OF. verite, 'truth, truthfulness, verity', fr. L.

veritdtem, ace. of Veritas, of s.m., fr. verus. See
very and -ity.

verjuice, n. — ME. verjus, verjuis, fr. OF. vertjus,

verjus, lit. 'green juice', fr. vert, 'green', and jus,

'juice'. See vert, 'green growth', and juice.

vermeil, n., 1) vermilion {poetic) ; 2) gilded silver,

bronze or copper. — MF. (= F.) vermeil, fr.

OF., fr. L. vermiculus, 'a little worm', whence
also It. vermiglio and Sp. bermejo. Port, ver-

melho, 'vermUion*. L. vermiculus is dimin. of
vermis. See next word and cp. vermicnle.

Derivative: vermeil, adj.

Vermes, n., a division of animals comprising the

worms (zool.)— L. vermes, pi. of vermis, 'worm',

which stands for *wormis, *wrmis, and is cogn.

with Goth, waiirms, 'serpent, worm'. See worm
and cp. vermeil, Vermetus, vermicelli, vermilion,

vermin.

vermetid, adj., pertaining to the Vermetidae; n., a

mollusk of the Vermetidae. — From next word.
Vermetidae, n. pi., a family of marine moUusks
(zool.)— ModL., formed fr. Vermetus with suff.

-idae.

Vermetus, n., a genus of marine mollusks (zool.)

— ModL., fr. L. vermis, 'worm'. See prec. word.

vermi-, combining form meaning 'worm'. — L.

vermi-, fr. vermis. See Vermes.

vermian, adj., wormlike; pertaining to the Ver-

mes. ^ Formed with suff. -ian fr. L. vermis,

'worm'. See Vermes,

vermicelli, n., a paste of wheat flour made into

wormlike threads. — It., pi. of vermicello, 'little

worm', fr. VL. *vermicellus, dimin. of L. vermi-

culus, itself dimin. of vermis, 'worm'. See Ver-

mes.

Derivative: vermicelli, adj.

vermicide, n., a substance killing worms. — Com-
pounded of vermi- and L. -cida, 'killer', fr. cae-

dere, 'to kill'. See -cide, 'killer'.

Derivative: vermicid-al, adj.

vermicular, adj., vermiform. — Late L. vermicu-

Idris, fr. L. vermiculus, 'a little worm". See ver-

micule and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivative: vermicular-ly, adv.

vermiculate, tr. v., to infest with worms; intr. v.,

to be infested with worms. — L. vermiculdtus,

'inlaid so as to resemble the tracks of worms',
prop. pp. of vermiculdri, 'to be full of worms,
be wormeaten', fr. vermiculus. See vermiciile and
verbal suff. -ate.

Derivative: vermiculat-ed, adj.

vermiculation, n. — L. vermiculatid, gen. -dnis, 'a

being wormeaten', from vermiculdtus, pp. of ver-

miculdri, 'to be full of worms'. See prec. word
and -ion.

vermicnle, n., a little worm. — L. vermiculus,

dimin. of vermis, 'worm'. See Vermes and -cule

and cp. vermicelli,

vermicullte, n., any of several micaceous min-
erals.— Formed fr. L. vermiculus (see vermicule)

with combining form -lite,

vermiform, adj., having the shape of a worm. —
Compounded of vermi- and L. forma, 'form,

shape'. See form, n.

vermifuge, adj., tending to expel forms. — Com-
pounded of vermi- and -fuge.

Derivative: vermifuge, n., a drug that expels

worms.

vermilion, n., a bright scarlet pigment. — ME.
vermilioun, fr. OF. vermeillon, vermilion (F. ver-

milion), fr. vermeil, fr. L. vermiculus, 'a little

worm', used in the sense of 'cochineal insect'.

(Vermiculus is used in this latter specific, sense

in the Vulgate, Ex. 35 : 25 to translate Heb.
told'ath sham.) See vermicule and cp. vermeil,

vermin, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.) vermine, a col-

lective noun formed fr. VL. *vermineus, 'per-

taining to worms', fr. L. vermis. Cp. OProven?.
vermena, 'worms', and see Vermes. Cp. also

varment.

vermlnate, intr. v., to be infested with worms. —
L. vermindtus, pp. ofvermindre, 'to have worms',
fr. vermis, 'worm'. See Vermes and verbal suff.

-ate.

vermination, n. — L. vermindtid, gen. -dnis, 'the

worms (a disease of animals) ; a crawling, itching

pain', from vermindtus, pp. of vermindre. See

prec. word and -ion.

verminosis, n., infestation with worms (med.) —
A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. vermis, 'worm'
(see Vermes) and -osis, a suff. of Greek origin.

The correct form would be helminthosis (fr. Gk.
2X|it;, gen. IXpiivdo;, 'worm').

verminous, adj., 1) consisting of vermin; 2) re-

sembling vermin; 3) infested with vermin. — L.

verminosus, 'full of worms' (whence also It. ver-

minoso, OProven?. vermenos, Sp. vermenoso), fr.

L. vermis. See Vermes and -ous.

Derivatives: verminous-ly, adv., verminous-ness,

n.

vermouth, n., a white wine flavored with aromatic

herbs. — F. vermout, fr. Gk. Wermut, which is

rel. to wormwood (q.v.)

vernacular, adj., native to a country; n., one's

mother tongue.— Formed with adj. suff. -ar fr. L.

verndculus, 'bom in one's house" (said of slaves),

'native', fr. verna, 'a slave born in his master's

house', a word of Etruscan origin.

Derivatives: vernacular-ism, n., vernacular-ize,

tr. v., vernacular-iz-ation, n.

vernal, adj., of, or pertaining to, spring. — L. ver-

ndlis, 'pertaining to spring', fr. vernus, of s.m.,

fr. ver, 'spring', which is cogn. with ON. var.
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'spring', Gk. sap, Ion. r,p, Dor. fvjp (fr. orig.

*f^aap), OI. vasantah, ModPers. bahar, Arm.

gar-un, OSIav. vesna, 'spring', Lith. vasara,

'summer'. Cp. verano, vernant, vernation, Eran-

themum, Eranthis, Eryngium. L. ver, etc., pos-

sibly derive fr. I.-E. base *wes-, *awes-, 'to

shine', whence also L. aurora, 'dawn'. See

aurora and east. For the ending of vernal see

adj. suff. -al.

vernant, adj., vernal, springlike. — L. vernans,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of vernare, 'to appear like

spring, flourish, spring, bloom; to grow young,

renew itself, fr. vernus, 'pertaining to spring'.

See prec. word and -ant.

vernation, n., the arrangement of leaves in the

bud (bot.) — ModL. vernatio, gen. -onis, intro-

duced in the above sense by the Swedish botan-

ist Carolus Linnaeus (1707-78). Cp. L. vernatio,

'a snake's sloughing of skin in spring', fr. verna-

re, 'to appear like spring'. See -ation and cp.

prec. word.

vernier, n., a short scale made to slide along

a graduated instrument and used to measure

fractional parts of divisions. — Named after

the inventor P. Vernier, a French mathematician

(1580-1637).

vernis Martin, a fine varnish used in the decora-

tion of furniture, etc., under Louis XV. — F.,

lit. 'Martin varnish', so called after a famous

family of French cabinetmakers during the reign

of Louis XV. For the etymol. of vernis see

varnish,

vernix caseosa, the fatty substance covering the

skin of new-born children (med.) — ModL., lit.

'cheesy varnish'. Kcrn/A: derives fr. MGk. pep-

vizi, 'varnish'; see varnish. Caseosa, the fem.

of caseosus, 'cheesy', derives fr. cdseus, 'cheese'

;

see cheese.

Vernonia, n., a genus of plants, the ironweed

(bot.)— ModL., named after the English botan-

ist William Vernon (died in 1711). For the end-

ing see 1st suff. -ia.

Veronal, n., trademark for barbital. — G. Vero-

nal, coined by its inventor Emi! Fischer (1852-

1 9 1 9) from the name of the Italian town Verona ;

so called by him because he happened to be near

Verona when giving a name to this hypnotic.

For the ending see adj. suff. -al.

Veronica, n., a genus of plants, the speedwell

(hot.) — ModL., prob. named after 5/. Veroni-

ca, a name derived fr. Gk. BEpevty.r,. See

Berenice and cp. vernix caseosa.

verriculate, adj., having verricules. — Formed

with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. verriculum. See next

word.

verricule, n., a tuft of hairs (entomol.) — L. ver-

riculum, 'dragnet', fr. verrere, pp. versus, 'to

sweep'. See war and -cole and cp. averruncate.

verruca, n., a swart. — L. verruca, 'excrescence,

swelling, wart', which stands for *versuca and

is cogn. with OE. wearr, 'callosity, wart', wearte,

'wart'. See wart and cp. verruga, verrugas.
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verrucose, adj., warty. — L. verrucosus, fr. ver-

ruca. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivative: verrucose-ness, n.

verrucosis, n., citrus scab {plant pathol.) — A
ModL. hybrid coined fr. L. verruca, 'wart' (see

verruca), and -osis, a suff. of Greek origin.

verrucous, adj., 1) pertaining to a wart; 2) char-

acterized by warts. — Formed fr. L. verruca

(see verruca) with suff. -ous. Cp. verrucose.

verruga n., a wart (med.) — Sp., fr. L. verruca.

See verruca,

verrugas, n., verruga peruana, i.e. Peruvian wart

(med.) — Sp., 'warts', pi. of verruga. See prec.

word.

versant, n., the general slope of a country. — F.,

prop. pres. part, of verser, 'to pour, overturn,

upset', fr. L. versdre, 'to turn about often or

with force', freq. of vertere (pp. versus), 'to turn'.

See version and -ant.

versant, adj., concerned; conversant. — L. ver-

sdns, gen. -antis, pres. part, of versdre. See prec.

word.

versatile, adj., turning with ease from one thing

to another. — Lit. 'one who can turn round

easily', fr. L. versdtilis, 'that which turns round,

revolving, movable', fr. versdtus, pp. of versdre,

'to turn about often or with force'. See versant,

n., and -ile.

Derivatives: versatil-ity, n. (cp. F. versatilite),

versatile-ly, adv., versatile-ness, n.

verse, n. — ME. fers, vers, partly fr. OE. fers,

partly fr. OF. vers, both derived fr. L. versus,

'furrow, line, line of poetry, verse', fr. versus, pp.

of vertere, 'to turn'. See version.

Derivative: verse, tr. v., to express inverse; intr.

v., to make verses.

versed, adj., practiced. — Formed with 1st suff.

-ed fr. L. versdtus (whence also F. verse), pp. of

versdri, 'to busy oneself with, be engaged in, be

employed in', passive of versdre. See versant, n.

versed, adj., turned; versed sine, reversed' sine

(math.)— Formed with 1 st suff. -ed fr. L. versus,

'turned', pp. of vertere. See version,

verset, n., a short prelude (music). — ME., fr.

OF. (= F.), dimin. of veri, 'line of poetry, verse'.

See verse and -et.

versicle, n., a little verse. — L. versiculus, dimin.

of versus. See verse and -icle.

versicolor, versicolour, adj., changing in color. —
L. versicolor, compounded of versus, pp. of ver-

tere, 'to turn", and color, 'color'. See version and

color.

Derivative: versicolo(u)r-ed, adj.

versification, n. — L. versificdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

versificdtus, pp. of versificare. See next word and

-ation.

versify, tr. v., to turn into verse; intr. v., to com-

pose verses.— ME. versifien, fr. OF. (= F.) ver-

sifier, fr. L. versificare, 'to make verses', which

is compounded of versus, 'verse', and -ficdre, fr.

facere, 'to make, do'. See verse and -fy.

Derivatives: versifi-er, n., versify-ing, n.
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version, n., 1) translation; 2) account. — MF.
(= F.), fr. Late L. versidnem, ace. of versio, 'a

turning', fr. L. versus,pp. of vertere, 'to turn', fr.

I.-E. *wert-, 'to turn, twist', whence also OI.

vdrtate, vartti, 'turns round, rolls' (intr.), var-

tulah, 'round', vrttdh, 'rolled, twisted, round',

vrttih, 'the act of rolling', Avestic var^t-, 'to

turn' (intr.), OSlav. vruteti, 'to turn, roll', vratiti,

of s.m., vreteno, Russ. vreteno, 'spindle, distaff',

OSlav. vrem^, 'time', vriisti, 'condition, situa-

tion', vrttsta, 'stadium', Gk. paToivr], 'stirrer,

ladle', Lith. verciu, vefsti, 'to turn', vart^^ti, 'to

turn to and fro', virstu, vifsti, 'to fall over',

Mir. fersaid, 'club', W. gwerthyd, 'spindle, dis-

taff', Olr. frith, 'against', Toch. B wrattsai, of

s.m., Goth, wairpan, OHG. werdan, MHG., G.

werden, OE. weordan, 'to become'. For the sense

development of these Teut. words cp. E. to turn

in the sense of to become (e.g. 'to turn cold').

See -ward, weird, worth, 'to become', and cp.

adverse, adversity, advert, advertise, animadvert,

anniversary, a rovescio, averse, aversion, avert,

controverse, controversy, controvert, conversant,

conversation, converse, convert, dextrorse, divers,

divert, diverticulum, eversion, evert, extrorse,

extroversion, extrovert, inadvertent, introrse, in-

troversion, introvert, inverse, inversion, invert,

malversation, obverse, obversion, obvert, perverse,

perversion, pervert, quaquaversal, retrorse, re-

troversion, retrovert, reverse, revert, sinistrorse,

subversion, subversive, subvert, suzerain, ter-

giversate, transverse, traverse, universe, univer-

sity, verse, verso, verst, versus, vertebra, vertex,

vertical, vertigo, vervel, vice versa, vortex,

vortical, vorticism, vertiginous. For the ending

of version see suff. -ion. I.-E. *wert- is a -/-en-

largement of I.-E. base *wer-, 'to turn, twist'.

For other enlargements of base *wer- see verge,

'to bend", vervain, wrench, wring, wrinkle, wrong,

versoy n., the reverse of a page. — Short for L.

folio verso, "having turned the page', abl. abso-

lute construction in which verso is the abl. of

versus, pp. of vertere, 'to turn". See prec. word.

verst, n., a Russian measure of length. — F. ver-

ste and G. werst, fr. Russ. versta, which is rel.

to OSlav. vrusta, 'stadium', and to OSlav.

vruteti, Russ. vertet', 'to turn', and cogn. with L.

vertere, "to turn'. See version,

versus, adv., against. — L., lit. 'turned toward,

opposed', prop. pp. of vertere, 'to turn', cogn.

with Goth, -wairps, "having a certain direction',

OE. -Heard, '-ward(s)', Olr. frith, 'against',

Toch. B wrattsai, of s.m. See version and cp.

-ward,

vert, n., the green growth of the forest; the color

green. — ME. veert, fr. OF. verd, vert (F. vert),

'green', fr. L. viridis, 'green', whence also Rum.,

It., Sp., Port, verde. Proven?., Catal. vert,

'green". See viridity and cp. verdant,

vert, intr. v., to change one's faith ; n., a convert

(collog.) — Short for convert or pervert,

vertebr-, form of vertebro- before a vowel.

vertebra, n., any bone of the spinal column. —
L., lit. 'something to turn on', formed fr. vertere,

'to turn', with -bra, a suff. denoting an instru-

ment. See version. For the suff. cp. terebra, pal-

pebra.

vertebral, adj. — ModL. vertebrdlis, fr. L. verte-

bra. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: vertebr-al, adj.

Vertebrata, n. pi., a division of animals contain-

ing all those that have a spinal column (zool.)—
ModL. (short for animdlia vertebrata), neut. of

of L. vertebrdtus, 'jointed, articulated', fr. verte-

bra; see vertebra and adj. suff. -ate. The term

goes back to the French word vertebre, coined

by the French naturalist Jean-Baptiste-Pierre-

Antoine de Monet de Lamarck (1744-1809) fr.

L. vertebrdtus. He uses the terms les animaux

vertebres (lit. 'animals with vertebrae') and les

animaux sans vertebres (lit. 'animals without

vertebrae'). Cp. Invertebrata.

vertebrate, adj., having a backbone ; pertaining to

the Vertebrata.— L. vertebrdtus. See prec. word.

vertebration, n., formation into vertebrae. —
Formed fr. vertebra with suff. -ation.

vertebro-, before a vowel vertebr-, combining

form meaning 'vertebra'. — See vertebra,

vertex, n., the highest point, summit. — L., 'top,

crown, summit, pole, whirl; whirlpool, eddy",

lit. 'that which turns', fr. vertere, 'to turn'. See

version and cp. vortex,

vertical, adj., perpendicular to the plane of the

horizon. — F., fr. ML. verticdlis, fr. L. vertex,

gen. verticis. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: vertical, tr. v., vertical-ity, n.,

vertical-ly, adv., verlical-ness, n.

verticil, n., a circle of leaves; a whorl (bot.) — L.

verlicillus, 'the whorl of a spindle', dimin. of

vertex. See vertex,

verticillate, adj., arranged in whorls (bot.) —
Formed with adj. suff. -ate fr. L. verticillus. See

prec. word.

Derivative: veriicillat-ed, adj.

verticity, n., the tendency to turn toward a mag-

netic pole. — ModL. verticitds, fr. L. vertex,

gen. verticis. See vertex and -ity.

vertiginous, adj., dizzy, giddy. — L. vertiginosus

(whence also F. vertigineux), fr. vertigo, gen.

-ginis. See next word and -ous and cp. vortigi-

nous.

Derivative: verliginous-ly, adv.

vertigo, n., dizziness, giddiness (med.) — L. ver-

tigo, fr. vertere, 'to turn'. See version,

vertu, n. — The same as virtu.

Vertumnus, n., an Etruscan god (Roman mythol.)

— L. Vertumnus, fr. earlier Vortumnus, of

Etruscan origin. The derivation of this name fr.

L. vertere is folk etymology.

verumontanum, n., an elevation at the point

where the seminal ducts enter the prostatic por-

tion of the urethra (anat.) — Medical L., com-

pounded of L. verii, 'a spit', and montdnum, neut.

of montdnus, 'mountainous'. The first element



is rel. to Umbr. berva, 'spits' (pi.), and cogn.

with Olr. bir, W., Co. ber, 'spit'. Veru meant

perh. orig. 'branch', and is cogn. also with Gk.

(ipustv, 'to swell'; see bryo- and cp. words there

referred to. See Walde-Hofmann, LEW., II, p.

766 s.v. veru. For the second element in veru-

montanum see mountain.

vervain, n., any plant of the genus Verbena. —
ME. verveyne, fr. MF. (= F.) \erveine, fr. OF.,

fr. L. verbena, usually pi. verbenae, 'leaves and

branches of laurel, sacred boughs', which stands

for *verbes-na, fr. I.-E. base *wer-b-, 'to turn,

twist, bend', whence also L. verbera (pi.), 'rods,

lashes, strokes', Lith. virbas, 'twig, branch,

scion, rod', Lett, virbs, virbens, 'a little stick',

OSlav. vruba, 'willow', Gk. pa^Soi;, 'rod, twig,

stick', poc(i.vo; (for "paPvo;), 'a pricky shrub;

the buckthorn'. Base *wremb-, the nasalized

form of base *wer-b-, appears in Gk. pii^peiv,

'to turn round all about', pi^poq, 'a spinning

top, wheel, rhomb'. From the rel. base *wer-p-,

*wre-p-, 'to turn, twist, sew, spin', prob. derive

Gk. panTTco (for *w;p-yd), 'I sew together',

pacfi-^, 'seam', pa(pt?, 'needle', paTti;, 'rod',

Lith. verpiii, vefpti, 'to spin', varpste, 'spool,

spindle'. Cp. Verbena. Cp. also reverberate,

rhabdo-, Rhamnus, Rhapis, rhombus, rupa, and

the first element in Raphiolepis, rbapsody. Cp.

also warp. I.-E. bases *wer-b-, *wer-p, *wre-p-,

are enlargements of base *wer-, 'to turn, twist,

bend'. See version and cp. worm.

verve, n., vigor; enthusiasm. — F., fr. MP.,

'whim', fr. OF., 'proverb', fr. VL. *verva, as-

similated fr. L. verba, pi. of verbum, 'word', used

in the sense of 'word of caprice' ; see verb. The

word verve was introduced into English by

Dryden.

vervel, n., a ring attached to a falcon's leg.— MF.
(= F.) vervelle, fr. VL. *vertibella, dimin. form-

ed fr. L. vertere, 'to turn'. See version and -ella

and cp. vertebra.

vervet, n., an African monkey, Cercopithecus py-

gerythrus.— F., short for vert grivet, ht. 'a green

grivet', i.e. 'the monkey surpassing the grivet in

greenness'. See vert, 'green growth', and grivet.

very, adj. — ME. vera/, veray, verray, fr. OF.

verai, vrai (F. vrai), fr. VL. *verdcus (whence

also OProven?. verai), corresponding to L. ve-

rSx, gen. veracis, 'truthful', a derivative of L.

virus, 'true', which is cogn. with OE. wser, OS.,

ODu., OHG., MHG. war, Du. waar, G. wahr,

'true', OE. wser, 'agreement, treaty; promise,

pledge; faith, fidelity, friendship', W. gwyr,

Olr. fir, 'true', OSlav. vera, 'faith', and prob.

also with the second element in L. se-verus,

'severe'. See severe and cp. aver, veracious, vera-

trine, verdict, verify, verisimilar, verity, vraisem-

blable, vraisemblance. Cp. also warlock, warrant.

Derivative: very, adv.

vesania, n., insanity (med.) — L. vesania, 'mad-

ness', fr. vesanus, 'mad', lit. 'unhealthy', formed

from the inseparable negative or pejorative par-
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tide ve- and the adjective sdnus, 'healthy'. L. ve-

prob. stands for *awe- and is rel. to the L. pref.

au-, 'away from', OI. avdif, 'down, downward',

and Avestic ava, 'down' ; see avatar and cp. the

first element in vesper. For the second element

in L. vesanus see sane.

Derivative: vesan-ic, adj.

vesica, n., a bladder. — L. vensica, vesica, 'blad-

der; blister', cogn. with venter, 'belly, womb'.

See venter, 'abdominal cavity'.

vesical, adj., pertaining to a bladder. — Medical

L. vesicalis, fr. L. vesica. See prec. word and adj.

suff. -al.

vesicant, adj., causing blister (med.) — Formed

with suff. -ant fr. L. vesica, 'blister'. See vesica.

Derivative: vesicant, n., a blistering substance.

vesicate, tr. and intr. v., to blister. — Formed

with verbal suff. -ate fr. L. vesica. See vesica.

Derivatives: vesicat-ion, n., vesicat-ory, adj. and

n.

vesicle, n., a small cavity. — Either fr. MF.
(= F.) vesicule, or directly fr. L. vesicula. See

vesicula and -cle.

vesico-, combining form meaning 'vesica'. — See

vesica.

vesicotomy, n., the surgical cutting of the vesica

(surg.) — A hybrid coined fr. vesica and Gk.

-TO[i.ta,' a cutting of, fr. TOjiT], 'a cutting'. See

-tomy.

vesicula, n., a vesicle (anat.) — L. vesicula, 'a

small blister', dimin. of vesica. See vesica and

-cula and cp. vesicle.

vesicular, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

vesicle; having vesicles. — ML. vesiculdris, fr.

L. vesicula. See prec. word and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivative: vesicular-ly, adv.

vesiculate, adj., vesicular. — See vesicula and adj.

suff. -ate.

vesiculectomy, n., the removal of a vesicle {surg^

— A hybrid coined fr. vesicula and Gk. -£x-

TO[jila, 'a cutting out of, fr. ^XToixr), 'a cutting

out'. See -ectomy.

vesper, n., evening; (cap.) the evening star.—ME.

fr. L. vesper, 'evening, evening star', whence the

adj. vesperus, 'pertaining to the evening', whence

vespera (scil. hora), 'evening', lit. 'evening time

or hour', which is cogn. with Gk. edJtEpoc; (for

fiCTTTEpo?), EOTtipa (for * .-saTrep a ) , 'eve-

ning', OSlav. veceru, Lith. vdkaras,^/. ucher, Co.

gurth-ucher, Oli.fescor, Arm. gisher, of s.m. All

these words prob. derive fr. I.-E. *we-spero,

resp. *we-gero, in which the first element means

'down', and is cogn. with OI. avdA.'down, down-

ward' (see vesania). Accordingly pref. *we- in L.

ve-sper, Gk. •f£-a7TEpoi;, etc., prob. denote the

setting (i.e. 'the going down') of the sun. See

west and cp. Vespcrtilio, vespertine, Hesperian,

pipistrei.

vesperal, adj., pertaining to the evening (rare). —
Late L. vesperdlis, fr. L. vesper, 'vening'. See

prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

vesperal, also vesperale, n., a book containing the

office for vespers. — F. vespiral, fr. the Late L.

vesperdlis. See vesperal, adj.

vespers, n. pi., the sixth canonical hour. — Early

F. vespres (F. vepres), fr. OF., fr. ML. vesperae,

fr. L. vesperae, 'evenings', pi. of vespera, eve-

ning', which is a collateral form of vesper, 'eve-

ning'. See prec. word.

Vespertilio, n., a genus of bats (zool.)— L. vesper-

tilio, 'a bat', fr. *vespertilis, 'of the evening', fr.

vesper, 'evening'. See vesper and cp. pipistrei.

vespertilionid, adj., pertaining to the family Ves-

pertilionidae (zool.) — See next word.

Vespertilionidae, n. pi., a large family of bats

(zool.) — ModL., formed fr. Vespertilio with

suff. -idae.

vespertine, adj., 1) pertaining to, or occurring in,

the evening; 2) appearing in the evening (said of

animals). — L. vespertlnus, 'of, or pertaining to,

the evening', fr. vesper; see vesper and -ine (re-

presenting L. -Inus). The -t- in vesper-t-inus is due

to the analogy of mdtut-inus, 'of the morning',

in which the / belongs to the stem.

vespiary, n., a wasps' nest.— Formed on analogy

of apiary fr. L. vespa, 'wasp', which prob. was

metathesized fr. *vepsa, fr. I.-E. *wobh-sd, fr.

base *webh-, *wobh-, 'to weave', whence also

Gk. u90(;, 'web', iJ9atv£iv, OE. wefan, ON.
vefa, 'to weave', OE. waisp, wseps, 'wasp'. See

weave and -ary and cp. wasp. Cp. also next

word.

Vespidae, n. pi., a family of wasps, containing the

social wasps and the hornets (zool.) — ModL.,

formed with suff. -idae fr. L. vespa, 'wasp'. See

prec. word.

vespiform, adj., resembling a wasp. — Com-
pounded of L. vespis, 'wasp', and forma, 'form,

shape'. See vespiary and form, n.

vespine, adj., pertaining to wasps. —• Formed
with suff. -ine (representing L. -tnus) fr. L. vespa,

'wasp'. See vespiary.

vespoid, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, wasps.

— A hybrid coined fr. L. vespa, 'wasp', and Gk.

-oeiSt]?, 'like', fr. elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See

vespiary and -oid.

vessel, n. — ME., fr. OF. vaissel, vessel (F. vais-

seau), 'vessel, vase, ship', fr. Late L. vdscellum,

dimin. of L. vdsculum, itself a dimin. of vds,

'vessel, dish'; see vase and cp. vascular. F. vais-

selle and Sp. vajilla, 'plates and dishes', derive

fr. Late L. vdscella, pi. of vdscellum, which was

taken for a fem. sing, with collective sense.

vest, n. — F. veste, fr. It. vesta, veste, fr. L. ves-

tis, 'covering for the body, clothes' (whence

vestire, 'to clothe'), fr. I.-E. base *wes-, 'to

clothe", whence also OI. vdste, 'he puts on,

dresses", vds-trah, vds-ana-m, 'garment', vds-

man-, 'a covering'. Gk. ea^i; (for *fea-&Tis),

'clothing', evvuvtxi (for *fevvuvai), 'to clothe',

£T(xa (Aeol. f^(x(xa, Cretan FruLix), 'gar-

ment', Goth, wasjan, 'to clothe', wasti, 'a gar-

ment', OE. wastling, 'sheet, blanket', werian, 'to

wear (clothes)'. Arm. z-genum, 'I put on clothes.

dress', zgest, 'garment'. Alb. veS, 'I clothe',

viSem, 'I put on clothes, dress', Toch. B wastsi,

watsi, A. wsdl, 'clothing', Hitt. washshush (pi.),

'garments', washanzi, 'they put on, dress'. See

wear, 'to be clothed', and cp. devest, divest, in-

vest, revest, revet, travesty, vestment, vestry,

vesture. Cp. also Anemia, himation.— l.-E. base

*wes- is an enlargement of base *ew-, 'to put,

place', whence L. ind-uere, 'to put on', ex-uere,

'to pull or strip off. See exuviae and cp. words

there referred to.

vest, tr. and intr. v. —• ME. vesten, fr. MF. vestir

(F. vetir), fr. OF., fr. L. vestire, 'to clothe', fr.

vestis, 'a garment'. See vest, n.

Derivatives: vesl-ed, adj., vest-ing, n.

Vesta, n., the goddess of the hearth in Roman
mythology. — L., of uncertain origin; possibly

cogn. with Gk. l;CTTta (for *feoTia ), 'the hearth

of the house' (whence eariav, 'to receive at one's

hearth'), OI. vdsati, 'stays, dwells', Toch. A
washt, B ost, 'house', washamo, 'companion,

fellow', Goth, wisan, OE., OHG. wesan, 'to be",

and, together with these words, derived fr. I.-E.

base *wes-,'to dwell, stay' ; see Walde-Hofmaim,

LEW., II, p. 773 s.v. Vesta. See was and cp. the

first element in wassail. Cp. also Hestia, asteism,

bustee.

vestal, adj., belonging, or dedicated, to Vesta

(Roman mythol.) — L. Vestdlis, 'of Vesta, dedi-

cated to Vesta', fr. Vesta. See prec. word and

adj. suff. -al.

vestal, n., vestal virgin. — L. Vestdlis, short for

virgd Vestdlis, lit. 'virgin of Vesta'. See prec.

word.

vestiary, n., vestry. — ME. vestiarie, fr. OF. ves-

tiarie, vestiaire (F. vestiaire), fr. L. vestidrium,

'a wardrobe'. See vestry.

vestibular, adj. — Formed with suff. -ar fr. L. ves-

tibulum (see next word).

vestibule, n., a small antechamber. — L. vestibu-

lum (whence also It. vestibulo, F. vestibule), 'en-

trance hall, fore court' ; of uncertain origin.

vestige, n., trace mark. — F., fr. L. vestigium,

'footprint, step, track, trace', which is of uncer-

tain origin. Cp. investigate.

Derivatives: vestigi-al, adj., vestigi-al-ly, adv.

vestiture, n., 1) investiture; 2) clothes, clothing.

— ML. vestitHra, fr. L. vestitus, pp. of vestire.

See vesture.

vestment, n., garment. — ME. vestement, fr. OF.

vestement (F. vetement), fr. L. vestimentum,

'clothing', fr. vestire, 'to clothe', fr. vestis, 'gar-

ment'. See vest, n., and -ment.

Derivatives: vestment-al, vestment-ed, adjs.

vestral, adj., pertaining to a vestry. — Formed

from next word with adj. suff. -al.

vestry, n., a room in a church for vestments. —
ME. veslrye, fr. MF. vestiairie, vestiaire (F.

vestiaire), fr. OF., fr. L. vestidrium, 'a wardrobe',

prop, subst. use of the neut. of the adjective

vestidrius, 'pertaining to clothes', fr. vestis, 'gar-

ment'. See vest, n., and cp. vestiary.



vesture, n., clothing. — ME., fr. MF. vesteure,

vesture (F. veture), fr. OF., fr. Late L. vestilura,

'clothing', fr. L. vestltus, pp. of vestire. See vest,

n. and v., and -ure and cp. vestiture.

Derivatives: vestur-ed, adj., vestur-er, n.

vesuvian, n., a kind of match or fusee. — Trade-

name formed from the adjective Vesuvian, 'per-

taining to Mount Vesuvius', fr. L. Vesuvius,

name of the volcano on the Bay of Naples.

veszelyite, n., a hydrous copper zinc phospho-

arsenate (mineral.)— G. Veszelyit, named after

the Hungarian mining engineer A. Veszelyi. The
ending -it goes back to Gk. -l~'i)(;; see subst.

suflf. -ite.

vet, n. (colloq.) — Abbreviation of veterinary

(surgeon). H

vet, tr. v., to submit (an animal) to veterinary

examination; intr. v., to practice as a veterinar-

ian. — From prec. word.

vetch, n., name of a plant. — ME. fecche, vecche,

fr. OF. veche, var. of vece (F. vesce), fr. L. vicia

(whence also It. veccia), which is prob. rel. to L.

vincire, 'to bind', and cogn. with Lett, vikne,

'tendril', vlkt, 'to become flexible'. These words

prob. derive fr. L-E. *weiq-, enlargement of

base *wei-, 'to bend, twist', whence L. viere, 'to

bend, twist', vitis, 'vine', OE. wide, 'withe',

widig, 'willow, willow twig'. See withy and cp.

Vicia. Cp. also vinculum and the second element

in periwinkle, the plant.— OS. wikka, Du. wikke,

wik, OHG. wicka, wiccha (MHG., G. wicke),

'vetch', are loan words fr. L. vicia).

Derivative: vetch-y, adj.

veteran, adj. — L. veterdnus, 'old, veteran', fr.

vetus, gen. veteris, 'old', which is traceable to

the noun *wetos, 'year', and orig. meant 'of

(many) years', fr. I.-E. base *wet-, 'year', whence

also Gk. sTo;; (dial. fsTo;), 'year', Ol. vatsd-,

valsard-, 'year', Hitt. wilish, 'year', wittassa-,

'yearly'. Alb. vjet, 'year', OSlav. vetiichu, 'old',

Lith. veluSas, 'old, aged', OI. vatsdh, L. vilulus,

'calf, lit. 'yearling", Goth, wijjrus, OE. weder,

'wether'. See wether and cp. veal. Cp. also veter-

inary, inveterate. For the ending see sutT. -an.

For the change of the noun *wetos, 'year", to the

adj. vetus, 'old', cp. augur.

veteran, n. — F. veteran, fr. L. veterdnus. See

veteran, adj.

veterinarian, adj. and n. — Formed from next

word with suff. -ian.

veterinary, adj. — L. veterindrius, 'pertaining to

beasts of burden or draft', fr. velerinus, 'per-

taining to carrying burdens", esp. veterina (scil.

hestia), 'a draft animal', fr. veins, 'old', orig.

"one year old'. Veterina bestia prop, means 'an

animal one year old', hence strong enough to

draw burdens. See veteran and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: veterinary, n., veterinarian (q.v.)

vetiver, n., an East Indian grass, called also cus-

cus. — F. vetiver, fr. Tamil vettiveru, which is

compounded of vettu, 'digging', and ver, 'root'.

veto, n., 1) prohibition; 2) the power or right to

reject or prohibit. — L. veto, '1 forbid', inf. ve-

tare, of uncertain origin.

Derivative: veto, tr. v.

vetturino, n., driver of a four-wheeled carriage in

Italy. — It., fr. vettura, 'carriage', fr. VL. vec-

tura, 'carriage', fr. L. vectus, pp. of vehere, 'to

draw, carry'. See vehicle.

vex, tr. v., to annoy, irritate; to harass. — ME.
vexen, fr. MF. (= F.) vexer, fr. L. vexdre, 'to

agitate, vex', fr. vexus, a collateral form of vec-

tus, pp. of vehere, 'to draw, carry'. See vehicle.

Derivatives: vex-er, n., vex-ing-Iy, adv., vex-ing-

ness, n.

vexation, n. — ME. vexacioun, fr. MF. (= F.), fr.

L. vexdtidnem, ace. of vexdtid, 'agitation', fr.

vexus. See prec. word and -ation.

vexatious, adj., causing vexation. — See prec.

word and -ous.

Derivatives: vexatious-ly, adv., vexatious-ness,

n.

vexiUary, n., a standard-bearer. — L. vexilldrius,

'standard-bearer, ensign', fr. vexillum. See vexi)-

lum and subst. suff. -ary.

vexiliary, adj., pertaining to a military standard.

— Formed with adj. suff; -ary fr. L. vexillum.

See next word.

vexillum, n., a military standard. — L. vexillum,

'a military ensign or standard", dimin. of velum,

'sail, cloth'. See veil.

via, n., way. — L., 'way, road, path', rel. to

Oscan viii, Umbr. via, 'way' ; of uncertain ori-

gin; usually connected with vehere, "to carry,

convey' (see vehicle). See e.g. Ernout-Meillet,

DELF., p. 731 s.v. uia. According to Walde-

Hofmann, LEW., II, p. 779 s.v. via, the form of

the word via itselfshows that it cannot be related

to vehere; if it were, its form should have been

veia. Cp. viaduct, viatic, viaticum, voyage, con-

vey, convoy, deviate, devious, envoy, evitable, foy,

impervious, obviate, obvious, pervious, previous,

quadrivium, Traviata, trivial, trivium.

via, adv., by way of. — L. vid, abl. of via, 'way'.

See via, n.

viability, n. — F. viabilite, fr. viable. See next

word and -ity.

viable, adj., capable of living.— F., fr. MF., form-

ed with suff. -able fr. vie, 'life", fr. L. vita. See

vital.

Derivatives: viable-ness, n., viabl-y, adv.

viaduct, n. — Formed fr. L. via, 'way", and duc-

tus, 'a leading", on analogy of aqueduct, fr. L.

aquaeductus. See via, n., and duct. P. viaduc is a

loan word fr. E. viaduct, but was influenced in

form by F. aqueduc.

vial, n., a phial.— ME. viole, var. oifiole, fr. OF.

fiole. See phial.

viameter, n., an instrument for measuring dis-

tances on roads. — A hybrid coined fr. L. via,

'way', and Gk. (i^Tpov, 'measure'. See via, n.,

and meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

viand, n., article of food.— ME. viaunde, fr. MF.
viande, 'food' (whence F. viande, 'meat'), fr. OF.,
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dissimilated fr. VL. *vivanda, gerundive of vf-

vere, 'to live', used as a fem. sing. noun. Cp. It.

vivanda, Sp. vianda, 'food' (both derived fr. VL.
*vivanda), and see vital. Cp. also vivandiere.

viatic, adj., pertaining to a road. — L. viaticus,

'pertaining to a road', fr. via. See via, n., and -ic.

viaticum, n., provisions for a journey. — L. via-

ticum, neut. of the adj. viaticus, used as a noun.

See prec. word.

vibex, n., a subcutaneous extravasation of blood

(med.) — L. vlbex, 'the mark of a blow', prob.

cogn. with Lett, wlbele, 'wale, weal'.

vibracular, adj., pertaining to vibracula.— Form-
ed from next word with adj. suff. -ar.

vibraculum, n., a spinelike organ of certain bryo-

zoans(zoo/.)— ModL., formed with suff. -culum

from the stem of L. vibrdre, 'to vibrate'. See

vibrate.

vibrancy, n. — Formed from next word with suff.

-cy.

vibrant, adj., vibrating. — L. vibrdns, gen. -antis,

pres. part, of vibrdre. See vibrate and -ant.

vibraphone, n., a musical instrument resembling

the marimba. — A hybrid coined fr. L. vibrdre,

'to vibrate', and Gk. 90JVT], 'sound'. See vi-

brate and phone, 'speech sound'.

vibrate, intr. v., to move to and fro; to oscillate;

tr. v., to move to and fro. — L. vibrdtus, pp. of

vibrdre, 'to move rapidly to and fro, shake,

brandish, agitate, vibrate', fr. I.-E. base *weib-,

'to move to and fro, to swing', whence also Lith.

wyburiu, wyburti, 'to wag (the tail)', Lett, viebt,

'to turn, spin', Dan. vippe, MLG., MDu., Du.
wippen, 'to swing' (G. wippen, 'to move up and

down, to rock', is of LG. origin), OHG. wifan,

MHG. wifen, G. weifen, 'to swing, wind, reel',

OHG. wipf, 'swing, impetus', OHG. wip/il,

MHG., G. wipfel, 'top of a tree', lit. 'the sway-

ing part (of a tree)'. Cp. the collateral base

*weip-, whence OI. vepate, vepati, 'is agitated,

trembles', ON. veifa, 'to wave, vibrate (whence

veif, 'something flapping'), OE. wdfian, 'to wave,

brandish', OHG. weibdn, 'to move to and fro,

shake', zi-weibjan, 'to scatter". Cp. waif, waive,

whip, v., wife, wimple, wipe, wisp, gimp, guipure.

For the ending see verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: vibrat-ile, adj., vibrat-il-ity, n.,

vibration (q.v.), vibrat-ive, adj., vibrato (q.v.),

vibrat-or, n., vibrat-ory, adj.

vibration, n. — L. vibrdtid, gen. -dnis, fr. vibrdtus,

pp. of vibrdre. See prec. word and -ion.

Derivatives : vibration-al, adj., vibration-less, adj.

vibrato, n., a tremulous effect produced by the

variation of emphasis on a tone (mus.) — It.,

pp. of vibrare, fr. L. vibrdre. See vibrate.

Vibrio, n., a genus of bacteria of the family Spi-

rillaceae; (not cap.) a bacterium of this genus

(bacteriol.) — ModL., coined by the Danish

naturalist Otto Friderich Muller (1730-84) fr. L.

vibrdre. See vibrate.

vibrioid, adj., resembling a vibrio. — A hybrid

coined from prec. word and Gk. -oeiStji;, 'like'.

fr. sISoi;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

Derivative: vibrioid, n., a vibrioid body.

vibrissa, n., stiff hair in the nostril (anat.) — L.

vibrissae (pi.), back formation fr. vibrissdre, 'to

shake (the voice), to trill', which is formed with

suff. -issdre (= Gk. -laaeiv), fr. vibrdre. See

vibrate.

Derivative: vibriss-al, adj.

vibro-, combining form denoting vibration.— Fr.

L. vibrdre. See vibrate.

vibrograph, n., an instrument for recording vibra-

tions. — A hybrid coined fr. L. vibrdre, 'to

shake, vibrate', and Gk. -ypatpof;, fr. ypatpew,

'to write'. See vibrate and -graph.

vibroscope, n., instrument for examining vibra-

tions. — A hybrid coined fr. L. vibrdre, 'to vi-

brate', and Gk. -axoTnov, fr. okotieiv, 'to look

at, examine'. See vibro- and -scope.

Derivative: vibroscop-ic, adj.

Viburnum, n., a genus of plants, the arrowwood
(bot.)— L. viburnum, 'the wayfaring tree', prob.

an Etruscan loan word. Cp. Viorna, liana. Cp.

also laburnum.

vicar, n. — ME. vicair, vicar, fr. L. vicdrius, 'dep-

uty, substitute', prop, subst. use of the adj. v;-

cdrius. See vicarious.

Derivatives: vicar-age, n., vicar-ate, n., vicar-

ial, adj., vicar-ian, n., vicariate (q.v.)

vicariate, n., office or jurisdiction of a vicar. —
ML. vicdridlus (whence also MF., F. vicariat),

fr. L. vicdrius. See vicar and subst. suff. -ate.

Derivative: vicariate, intr. v.

vicarious, adj., done by another person; substi-

tuted.— L. vicdrius, 'substituted", fr. vicis (gen.

;

pi. nom. vices), 'change, alternation', which is

cogn. with 01. visti, 'changing, changeable',

OE. wlcan, 'to give way, yield', OS. wlkan, ON.
vlkja, vlkva, ykva, Swed. vika, OFris. vika, Du.

wijken, OHG. wlhhan, MHG. wlchen, G. wei-

chen, of s.m., OHG. wehsal, MHG. wehsel, G.

wechsel, 'change', and perh. also with ot-^-vuvai

(for *6-f£iY-vijvai), 'to open' (prop, 'to cause

to yield'). Cp. vice, 'instead of, vicissitude. Cp.

also viking, weak, week, wicked, wicker, wicket,

witch, 'tree with pliant branches'. For E. -ous, as

equivalent to L. -us, see -ous.

Derivatives: vicarious-ly, adv., vicarious-ness, n.

vice, n., a moral fault. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.)

vice, fr. L. vilium, 'faul, defect, blemish, crime,

vice" (whence also Proven?, vet:, OSpan. vezo,

'custom'. It. vezzo, 'usage, entertainment'),

which prob. stands for *wi-ti-om, a derivative of

I.-E. base *wi-, 'two, in two, asunder", whence

also 01. VI-, 'asunder', Toch. A we, B wi, 'two'.

Goth, wit, 'we two", the first element in L. v;'-

gintl, 'twenty', prop, 'two decades', and in OSlav.

vu-toru, 'the second". See wide and with and cp.

vicennial. Cp. also vicious, vitiate, vitiligo, vl-

tiosity.

vice, n., a vise. — See vise, 'tool, device'.

vice, prep., instead of.— L., abl. of vicis, 'change,

alternation'. See vicarious.



vice, n. — Short for vice-admiral, vice-chancellor,

etc. — See prec. word.

vice-, pref. in titles of office, denoting a substitute

or subordinate. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L.

vice. See vice, 'instead of.

vicegerent, n. — ML. vicegerens, gen. -entis. See

vice- and gerent.

vicenary, adj., pertaining to, or consisting of,

twenty.— L. vicenarius, 'pertaining to the num-

ber twenty', fr. vlceni, 'twenty each', formed on

analogy of deni, 'ten each', fr. viginti, 'twenty',

which is cogn. with OI. virtisatih, Avestic visaiti,

Gk. Eixoot, Dor. *fi)taTi, Arm. k'san, Toch.

A wiki, B ikdni, Olr. fiche, OW. uceint, 'twenty'.

These words derive fr. I.-E. *wl-komt-, *wi-

krpt-, and lit. mean 'two tens'. For the first ele-

ment in *wl-komt-, *wi-krrit- see with and cp.

words there referred to, for the second see pen-

teconta- and cp. ten and hundred. Cp. vicennial,

vigesimal, viginti-, vintem, eicosi-, pachisi. For

the ending in vicenary see adj. suff. -ary.

vicennial, adj., recurring every twenty years. —

•

Formed with adj. suff. -al fr. L. vicennium, 'a

period of twenty years', which is compounded

of viceni, 'twenty each', and annus, 'year'. For

the first element see prec. word, for the second

see annual. For the change of Latin a (in annus),

to ^ in vi-cennium see biennial. Cp. vigesimal,

viginti-, vintem, eicosi-, pachisi.

vicereine, n., the wife of a viceroy.— F. vice-reine,

compounded of vice- and reine, 'queen', fr. L.

regina. See regina and cp. next word.

viceroy, n., a person ruling a country as the rep-

resentative of a sovereign. — MF. (= F.) vice-

roi, compounded of vice- and roi, 'king', which

derives fr. L. regem, ace, of rex, 'king'. See rex

and cp. prec. word.

Derivatives; viceroy-al, adj., viceroy-al-ty, n.

vice versa, conversely. — L. vice versa ablative

absolute construction, lit. 'the place being

changed', fr. vice, abl. of vicis, 'change, alterna-

tion, order', and sing. fem. abl. of versus, pp. of

vertere, 'to turn'. See vice, adv., and version.

Vichy water, coUoq. also vichy.— Water from the

springs of Vichy, France.

Vicia, n., a genus of plants, the vetch (bot.) — L.

vicia, 'vetch'. See vetch,

vicilin, n., a substance found in the broad bean,

pea, etc. (biochem.) — Formed from prec. word

with suff. -in.

vicinage, n. — ME. vesinage, fr. OF. visenage, vi-

cenage, voisenage (F. voisinage), fr. VL. *vecJ-

nus, dissimilated form of L. vicinus, 'near, neigh-

boring', fr. vicus, 'district, village, hamlef,

which stands for *woikos, and is cogn. with OI.

vesdh, 'house', vit, 'dwelling, house, settlement',

vispdtih, 'master of the house', Avestic vis,

"house, village, clan', vispaiti-, 'chief of the

clan', Gk. olxo;, dial. Gk. foijtoi;, Gk. olxia,

Cretan and Locrian Gk. footta, 'house',

OSlav. visi, 'village', Alb. vise, 'places', amvise,

'housewife', Goth, weihs, 'village', Lith. viespats.

'master of the house', OPruss. waispattin, 'mis-

tress of the house'. Cp. diocese, economy, ecu-

menic, parish, vaisya, 2nd venue, vicinity, villa,

village, wick, 'village'. For the ending see suff.

-age.

vicinal, adj., neighboring. — L. vicindlis, 'neigh-

boring', fr. vicinus, 'neighbor', fr. the adj. vici-

nus, 'neighboring'. See prec. word and adj. suff.

-al.

vicinity, n. — L. vlcinitds, 'neighborhood', fr. vi-

cinus, 'neighboring'. See vicinage and -ity.

vicious, adj. — ME., fr. MF. vicieus (F. vicieux),

fr. OF., fr. L. vitiosus, 'full of faults, faulty', fr.

vitium. See vice, 'moral fault', and -ous.

Derivatives: vicious-ly, adv., vicious-ness, n.

vicissitude, n., change. — F., fr. L. vicissitudo,

'change, interchange, alternation', fr. vicissim,

'alternately', fr. vicis, 'change, alternation'. See

vicarious and -tude.

vicissitudinary, adj.— Formed with adj. suif. -ary

fr. L. vicissitudo, gen. -tudinis. See prec. word.

vicissitudinous, adj. — See prec. word and -ous.

victim, n.— L. victima, 'beast of sacrifice, victim'

(whence also It. vittima, Sp. victima. Port, vtti-

ma), prop, 'a consecrated animal', cogn. with

Goth, weihs, 'holy', OS., OHG. wlh, MHG.
wlch, early G. welch, 'holy', OS. wlh, ON. ve,

'temple', OE. wlh, wig, 'idol', Goth, wihan,

OHG., MHG. wihen, G. weihen, OS. wlhian,

ON. vigja, 'to consecrate', MHG. wlhe(ri)nacht-

{en), G. Weihnachten, 'Christmas', OI. vindkti,

vivekti, 'separates, sifts'. Cp. witch, 'sorceress'.

Derivatives : victim-lze, tr. v., victim-iz-able, adj.,

victim-iz-ation, n., victim-iz-er, n.

victor, n. — ME., fr. L., fr. victus, pp. of vincere,

'to vanquish'. See vincible and agential suff. -or.

Victoria, fem. PN.— Lit. 'victory', fr. L. victoria.

See victory.

Derivative: Victori-an, adj.

Victoria cross, decoration founded by queen

Victoria in 1856.

victorine, n., fur tippet worn by women. — Prob.

from the French PN. Victorine.

victorious, adj. — L. victoriosus, fr. victoria, 'vic-

tory'. See victory and -ous.

Derivatives: victorious-ly, adv., victorious-ness,

n.

victress, n. — Formed fr. victor with 1st suff. -ess.

victory, n. — ME., fr. OF. victorie (F. victoire),

fr. L. victoria, 'victory', fr. victor. See victor and

-y (representing L. -id).

Victrola, n., trade name of a phonograph. —
Formed fr. Victor Talking Machine Co.

victual, n., usually in the pi., food. — ME. vitaile,

vitaille, fr. MF. vitaille (F. victuailles), fr. OF.

fr. L. vlctudlia, 'provisions' (whence also It. vet-

tovaglia. Proven?. vit(p)alha, Sp. vitualla. Port.

vltualha), neut. pi. of victualis, 'pertaining to

nourishment', used as a noun, fr. victus, 'nour-

ishment', fr. vlct-ium), pp. stem of vlvere, 'to

live' ; see vital and subst. suff. -al. F. victuailles

and E. victual were refashioned after L. victudlia.

1
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Derivatives: victual, tr. v., to supply with vict-

uals, victual-age, n., victual-, er n., victual([)-

ing, n.

vicuiia, n., 1) a ruminant animal of Peru; 2) fabric

made from its wool.— Sp., fr. Quechua vicunna.

Cp. F. vigogne, fr. earlier vicugne, fr. Sp. vicuna.

vidame, n., a French feudal title. — F., fr. ML.
vice-dominus, lit. 'deputy of the lord'. See vice-

and dominate and cp. viscount.

viddui, n., either of the two confessions of sin,

forming part of the liturgy of the Day of Atone-

ment. — Heb. widduy, 'confession', back forma-

tion fr. hithwaddd'', 'he confessed', reflexive con-

jugation of the base y-d-h, 'to praise, thank, con-

fess', whence also Heb. hddhd , 'he thanked',

tddhd'', 'thanksgiving, sacrifice of thanksgiving',

Mishnaic Heb. hddhd'd'', 'thanksgiving', rel. to

Aram, odhi, 'he praised, thanked, confessed',

Arab, istdudd, 'he confessed'. Cp. Judah.

vide, v., see.— L. vide, imper. of videre, pp. visus,

'to see'. See vision and cp. vide.

videlicet, adv., namely to wit. — L. videlicet, con-

traction of videre licet, 'it is clear or evident, it is

easy to see', lit. 'it is permitted to see*. See vision

and license and cp. scilicet.

Vidian, adj., pertaining to, or named after, the

Italian anatomist Guido Guidi (1500-1569). —
Fr. Vidus, Latinized form of the Italian name
Guidi. For the ending see suff. -an.

vidimus, n., inspection of documents. — L. vidi-

mus, 'we have seen', fr. videre, 'to see'. See vision

and cp. vide.

vidual, adj., pertaining to a widow or widows. —
Late L. vidudlis, fr. L. vidua, 'widow', fem. of

viduus, 'widower'. Ital. vedovo. Rum. vdduv, F.

veuf. Cat. and Sp. viudo. Port, viiivo, 'widower',

and It. vedova. Rum. vdduvd, OF. vedve (F.

veuve), OProven?. vezoa, Sp. viuda. Port, viuva,

'widow', derive fr. L. viduus, resp. vidua. See

widow and adj. suff. -al.

viduate, n., widowhood. — Late L. vidudtus, fr.

L. vidudtus, 'widowed', pp. of vidudre, 'to de-

prive of anything, to bereave of a husband or a

wife', fr. viduus, resp. vidua. See prec. word and

subst. suff. -ate.

vidya, n., knowledge. — OI. vidyd, 'knowledge',

rel. to veda, 'I know', vedah, 'knowledge; sacred

book', and cogn. with Gk. oTSa, 'I know',

elSov, 'I saw', L. videre, pp. visus, 'to see'. See

vision and cp. avidya, Veda.

vie, intr. v. — ME. vien, shortened fr. envien, fr.

OF. envier, 'to challenge, invite', a word used in

card-playing, fr. L. invltdre, 'to invite, entertain,

challenge'; see invite and cp. envy. For sense

development cp. Sp. envidar. It. invitare, 'to in-

vite', both used also in the sense 'to invite to

open the game'; cp. also the French phrase d

fenvi, 'emulously vying with each other*, in

which envi is a noun derived fr. OF. envier.

Derivative: vi-er, n.

Viraniese, adj. and n.— Formed fr. Vienna, name
of the capital of Austria, with suff. -ese.

vihara

view, n. — ME. vewe, fr. MF. veue (F. vue), fr.

OF., prop. fem. pp. of veoir (F. voir), 'to see',

used as a noun, fr. L. videre. See vision and cp.

esp. interview, purview, review.

Derivatives: view, tr. v., view-able, adj., view-er,

n., view-less, adj., view-y, adj.

vigesimal, adj., twentieth. — Formed with adj.

suff. -al fr. L. vlgesimus, a var. form of vlcesimus,

'twentieth', fr. vlceni, 'twenty each'. See vicen-

nial.

vigia, n., a mark on a hydrographic chart indi-

cating the nearness of a place dangerous to nav-

igation. — Sp. vigia, 'a watch, look out', fr.

Port, vigia, of s.m., back formation fr. vigiar, 'to

watch', fr. L. vigildre, fr. vigil. See next word.

vigil, n. — ME. vigile, fr. OF. (= F.) vigile, fr.

earlier vigilie, fr. L. vigilia, 'wakefulness', fr.

v/giV, 'awake, wakeful', assimilated fr. *vegilis,it.

vegere, 'to be lively, active'. (The verb vigere, a

collateral form of vegere, owes its i to the in-

fluence of L. vigil.) F. veille, 'watch', is a doublet

of vigile. See wake, v., and cp. vegetable. Cp.

also vigor, reveille, surveillance, vedette, invigi-

late.

vigilance, n., alertness; watchfulness. — MF. (=
F.), fr. L. vigilantia, 'wakefulness', fr. vigilans,

gen. -antis. See next word and -ce.

vigilant, adj., alert; watchful. — ME., either fr.

MF. (= F.) vigilant, or directly fr. L. vigilans,

gen. -antis, pres. part, of vigildre, 'to watch, be

wakeful', fr. vigil, 'wakeful'. See vigil and -ant.

Derivatives: vigilant-ly, adv., vigilant-ness, n.

viginti-, combining form meaning 'twenty'. — L.

viginti-, fr. viginti, 'twenty'. See vicenary.

Vigna, n., a genus ofplants of the pea family (bot.)

— ModL., named after the Italian botanist

Dominico Vigna (died in 1647).

vignette, n., a small ornamental design. — F.,

dimin. of vigne, 'vine', orig. an ornament repre-

senting a little vine, with leaves, tendrils and

grapes. See vine and -ette. The word vignette was

introduced into English by the English man of

letters Horace Walpole (1717-97).

Derivatives: vignette, tr. v., vignett-er, n.,

vignettist (q.v.)

vignettist, n., a maker of vignettes. •— A hybrid

coined fr. vignette and -ist, a suff. of Greek ori-

gin.

vigor, vigour, n., active strength; energy; vitality.

— ME., fr. OF. vigor (F. vigueur), fr. L. vigorem,

ace. of vigor, 'liveliness, activity', rel. to vigere,

'to be lively, active'. See vigil and cp. invigorate,

ravigote.

vigoroso, adv., with vigor (musical direction). —
It., fr. ML. vigdrosus. See next word.

vigorous, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (F. vigoureux), fr.

OF., fr. ML. vigdrosus, fr. L. vigor. See vigor and

•ous.

Derivatives: vigorous-ly, adv., vigorous-ness, n.

fliaTa, n., 1) in ancient India, Buddha's pleasure

ground ; a Buddhistic or Jain monastery or tem-

ple; 2) in Ceylon, a Buddhistic temple. — OI.



vihuela

viharah, lit.'enjoyment, pleasure, place of recrea-

tion', compounded of pref. vf-, 'asunder, away
from; very, through', and the verb hdrati,

'brings, carries, takes away, robs'. OI. vl- derives

fr. I.-E. base *wi-, 'asunder'; see with and cp.

vice, 'a moral fault', and the first element in vi-

mana. OI. hdrati is a derivative of I.-E. base

*gher-, 'to seize, take', whence also Gk. X£tp,

'hand' ; see cliiro- and cp. the second element in

Dasliahara.

viliuela, n., guitar. — Sp., rel. to viola, of s.ni. See

viol,

viking, n., one of the Scandinavian pirates who
ravaged the coasts of Western Europe in the 8th,

9th and 10th centuries. — ON. vlkingr, fr. vik,

'bay', lit. 'one who frequents bays' ; so called in

allusion to the preference given by pirates to

nook-shotten coasts. ON. vlk is rel. to OE. wic,

MLG. wik, MHG. wlch, 'bay', ON. -\ik in af-

vi7c,'roundaboutway,aremoteplace',vf/ya, vfAjva,

ykva, OE. wicait, OS. wikan, 'to give way, yield',

ON. veikr, 'weak', OE. wac, 'weak'. See weak

and cp. wicket. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ing.

vilayet, n., one of the chief provinces of Turkey.

— Turk, vilayet, fr. Arab, wildya'', 'province', fr.

wall, 'governor', partic. of wdliya, 'he reigned,

governed". Cp. blatti, Blighty, mullah, vali, wall.

vile, adj., mean, worthless. — ME. vil, vile, fr.

OF. (= F.) vil, "vile, base, mean', fr. L. vilis,

'cheap, worthless, of little value' which is of un-

certain origin.

Derivatives; vile-ly, adv., vile-ness, n.

vilification, n. — ML. vilificdtio, gen. -onis, fr.

Late L. vfUficatus, pp. of vilificdre. See next word

and -ion.

vilify, tr. v., to revile; to defame. — Late L. vlli-

ficare, 'to esteem of little value', lit. 'to make of

little value", fr. L. vllis 'of little value', and -fi-

cdre, fr. h.facere, 'to make, do'. See vile and -fy.

Derivative: vilifi-er, n.

vilipend, tr. v., to disparage, belittle. — ME. vili-

penden, fr. MF. (= F.) vilipender, fr. L. vilipen-

dere, 'to hold in light esteem', a word occurring

only in a passage of Plautus, where it seems to

be due to the mistake of a copyist and to stand

for nUH= nihili) pendere, 'to slight, disregard",

fr. nil, contraction of nihil, 'nothing', and pen-

dere, 'to weigh, value, esteem'. See nihil and

pendant,

villa, n. — It., fr. L. villa, 'country house, villa,

farm", which stands for *vic-sld, and is rel. to

vicus, "village, hamlet", whence vicinus, 'near,

neighboring". See vicinage and cp. village, villain,

villancico, villanella, villanelle.

villadom, n., the world of villas. — A hybrid coin-

ed fr. villa and suff. -dom.

village, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. villd-

ticus, 'pertaining to a villa or country house',

used as a noun, fr. villa, 'country house, villa",

in Late L. 'village'. See villa and -age and cp.

villatic.

Derivatives: village-ous,&iii., villag-er, n., villag-

ery, n., villag-y, village-y, adj.

villain, n. — ME. vilain, vilein, fr. MF. (= F.)

vilain, fr. OF., fr. Late L. v/7/anHi, 'inhabitant of

a farm', fr. L. villa; see villa and 1st -ane. The
most important phases of the sense develop-

ment of this word may be summed up as fol-

lows: 'inhabitant of a farm; peasant; churl,

boor; clown; miser; knave, scoundrel'. Today

both F. vilain and E. villain are used only in a

pejorative sense.

villainous, adj. — MF. vileneus, fr. vilain, vilein.

See prec. word and -ous.

Derivatives: villainous-ly, adv., villainous-ness,

n.

villainy, n. — ME., fr. OF. vilanie, vileinie (F. vi-

lenie), fr. vilain. See villain and -y (representing

OE. ie).

villancico, n., a Spanish song; a cantata. — Sp.,

lit. 'a rustic (song)', fr. villano, 'rustic', fr. Late

L. vtllanus. See villain,

villanella, n., an old Italian rustic dance. — It.,

fem. dimin. of villano, 'rustic'. See prec. word.

villanelle, n., a kind of French poem. — F., fr.

prec. word.

villatic, adj., pertaining to a villa or village. — L.

Yilldticus, fr. villa. See village and -atic.

villeggiatura, n., stay in the country. — It., lit.

'stay at a villa', fr. villeggiare, 'to go into the

country', fr. villa. See villa and -ture.

villein, n., a serf, a peasant. — A spelling var. of

villain.

Derivative: villein-age, n.

villiform, adj., resembling villi. — Compounded
of villus, and l^. forma, 'form, shape'. See form,

n.

villosity, n. — Formed fr. L. villdsus (see next

word) with suff. -ity.

villous, adj., covered with villi; shaggy. — L. vil-

ldsus, 'hairy, shaggy", fr. villus. See next word

and -ous.

Derivative: villous-ly, adv.

villus, n., a hairlike vascular process ianat.) —
L., 'shaggy hair, tuft of hair', a collateral form

of vellus, 'fleece'. See vellicate.

vim, n., vigor, energy. — L., ace. of vis, 'force'.

See vis.

vimana, n., tower of a temple (Indian archil.) —
OI. vimdnah, 'celestial chariot of the gods; car;

imperial palace; tower', lit. 'something meas-

ured out', fr. pref. v/-, 'asunder, away from;

very, through' and mati, 'measures', OI. vi- de-

rives fr. I.-E. base *wi-, 'asunder'; see with and

cp. vice, 'a moral fault', and the first element in

vihara. OI. mdii, 'measures", derives fr. I.-E. base

*me-, 'to measure". See meditate and cp. matra

and the second element in firman,

vimen, n., a slender shoot of branch. — L. vlmen,

'twig, switch, osier, willow', from the stem of

viere, 'to bend, twist'. See viti- and cp. viminal,

vimineous.

viminal, adj., pertaining to a shoot or osier. — L.
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vimindlis, fr. vimen, gen. viminis. See prec. word
and adj. suff. -al. Cp. Vimindlis (collis), name of

one of the seven hills of Rome, lit. 'the hill of
willows', so called from the willow copse that

stood there.

vimineous, adj., viminal. — L. vlmineus, 'pertain-

ing to, or made of osiers', fr. vimen, gen. viminis.

See vimen. For E. -ous, as equivalent to L. -us,

see -ous.

vina, n., a musical instrument in ancient India. —
OI. vindlf.

vinaceous, adj., pertaining to the vine. — L. vind-

ceus, fr. vinum, 'wine'. See vine and -aceous.

vinaigrette, n., a bottle for holding aromatic

vinegar, etc. — F., dimin. of vinaigre, 'vinegar'.

See vinegar and -ette.

Vinca, n., a genus of plants, the periwinkle {bat.)

— ModL., shortened fr. L. vincapervinca, 'peri-

winkle', lit. 'the plant that winds', fr. vincire, 'to

bind', and pervincire, 'to bind, twine', fr. per-

and vincire. See periwinkle, the plant.

Vincent, n., masc. PN.— P., shortened fr. L. Vin-

centius, derivative of vincens, gen. vincentis, 'con-

quering', pres. part, of vincere, 'to conquer'. See

vincible and -ent and cp. Victor.

Vincetoxicum, n., a genus of plants, the angle-pod

(bot.) — ModL., lit. 'that which conquers poi-

son', fr. L. vincere, 'to conquer', and toxicum,

'poison' (see vincible and toxic) ; so called in al-

lusion to its alleged medicinal properties.

vincible, adj., conquerable. — L. vincibilis, 'that

which can be easily gained', fr. vincere, 'to con-

quer", from a nasalized form of I.-E. base *wlc-

(cp. the perf. tense vicl, 'I have conquered'),

whence Goth, weihan, OHG., OE. wigan, 'to

fight', ON. vig, OE. wig, 'fight', Goth, waihjd,

'struggle, combat', ON. veigr, 'force', Lith. ap-

veikiii, ap-veikti, 'to subdue', viekd, 'strength,

force', vikrii-s, 'lively, agile', OSlav. veku,

'strength, power; age', Olr. fichim, 'I fight',

MIr. fich, 'struggle'. For the ending see suff.

-ibie. Cp. convince, convict, evince, evict, in-

vincible, vanquish, victor, victory, Vincent, wight,

'brave'.

Derivatives: vincihit-ity, n., vincible-ness, n.,

vincibl-y, adv.

vinculum, n., bond, tie. — L., 'that with which
anything is bound, fetter', fr. vincire, 'to bind',

which is prob. rel. to vicia, 'vetch'. See vetch and
-culum and cp. the second element in cervi-

cal.

vindicable, adj. — Late L. vindicabilis, fr. L. vin-

dicdre. See next word and -able.

Derivatives: vindicabil-ity, n., vindicable-ness,

n., vindicabl-y, adv.

vindicate, tr. v. — L. vindicdtus, pp. of vindicdre,

'to demand, lay, claim to, assume, avenge', from
vindicta, 'vindication, protection, defence', back
formation fr. vim dictum, ace. of vis dicta, lit.

'announced force', i.e. 'announcement offeree'.

L. vindex, 'defender, vindicator', is back forma-

tion fr. vindicare. See vis, dictioii, and verbal

suff. -ate and cp. avenge, revenge, vendetta,

vengeance, vengeful, vindictive.

vindication, n. — L. vindicdtio, gen. -onis, 'a lay-

ing of claim', fr. vindicdtus, pp. of vindicdre. See

prec. word and -ion.

vindicative, adj. — ML. vindicdtivus, fr. L. vindi-

cdtus, pp. of L. vindicdre. See vindicate and -ive.

Derivatives: vindicative-ly, adv., vindicative-

ness, n.

vindicator, n. — Late L. vindicdtor, fr. L. vindi-

cdtus, pp. oi vindicdre. See vindicate and agential

suff. -or.

vindicatory, adj. — See vindicate and adj. suff.

-ory.

Derivative: vindicatori-ly, adv.

vindictive, adj. — Formed with suff. -ive fr. L.

vindicta, 'vindication'. See vindicate.

Derivatives: vindictive-ly, adv., vindictive-ness,

n.

vine, n. — ME., fr. OF. (F. vigne), fr. L. vlnea,

'vineyard' (whence also It. vigna. Rum. vie,

Proveng. vinha, Catal. vinya, Sp. vina. Port.

vinha, 'vine'), prop. fem. of vineus, 'pertaining

to wine', used as a noun, fr. vinum, 'wine'

(whence It., Sp. vino. Rum. vin. Proven?., Catal.

vi, F. vin. Port, vinho, Goth, wein, OHG.
(MHG.), OFris., OS., OE. win (G. Wein),

OSlav. vino (Russ. vino), Olr. fin, W., Bret.

gwin, 'wine' and prob. also Etruscan vinu, of

s.m. Cp. ol'vT) (for *fotvr,) 'the vine', ohmc,

(dial, foivo?), 'wine'. Alb. vene. Arm. gini,

Georgian yvino, 'wine'. Cp. also Heb. ydyin

(prob. for *wdyin), Ugar. yn, 'wine', Ethiop.

wayn, 'grape, wine', Akkad. inn, 'wine'. (Cp.

also Basque ayen, aihen, 'vine', which was prob.

borrowed from the Semites through Carthagin-

ian mediation.) The ult. origin of these words is

unknown. Some scholars trace them to the

Semites, others seek their origin in the Aegean,

still others in Asia Minor, Caucasia or in Ar-

menia. Cp. wine. Cp. also Vendemiaire, vignette,

vinegar, vineyard, vinous, vintage, vintner. Cp.

also oeno-, Oenanthe, Genius, oenomel, Oenone.

Derivative: vin-y, adj.

vinegar, n. — ME. vinegre, fr. OF. ( = F.) vi-

naigre, compounded of vi« aigre, 'sour wine'.

See vine and eager and cp. vinegaroon and agrito.

Derivative: vinegar-y, adj.

vinegaroon, n., a whip scorpion of Mexico (Mas-

tigoproctus giganteus). — Fr. Sp. vinagre, 'vine-

gar' (see prec. word) ; so called from the odor

it emits when frightened.

vinery, n. — Formed fr. vine with suff. -ry.

vineyard, n. — Compounded of vine and yard,

'enclosure'. Cp. OE. wingeard, ME. winyard,

OS. wingardo, ON. vingardr, Du. wijngaard,

OHG. wmgart{o), MHG. wingarte, G. Weingar-

len, Goth, weinagards.

vini-, combining form meaning 'wine'. L. vini- fr.

vinum, 'wine'. See vine.

vinic, adj., pertaining to wine. •— Formed with

adj. suff. -ic fr. L. vinum, 'wine'. See vine.



viniculture

viniculture, n., the cultivation of the vine. —
Compounded of vini- and culture.

Derivatives: nnicultur-al, adj., vinicultur-ist, n.

viniferous, adj., producing wine.— Compounded
of vini- and -ferous.

vinification, n., wine making. — Compounded of

vini- and -flcation.

vino-, combining form meaning 'wine'. — L. vi-

no-, fr. vinum, 'wine'. See vine.

vinology, n., the study of vines.— A hybrid coin-

ed fr. L. vinum, 'wine', and Gk. -XoylS, fr.

-XiSyo?, 'one who speaks (in a certain manner);

one who deals (with a certain topic)'. See vine

and -logy. The correct form is oenology, fr. Gk.

otvT], 'vine', and -Xoyia.

vinometer, n., an instrument for measuring the

strength of wine. — A hybrid coined fr. L. vt-

num, 'wine', and Gk. jxlrpov, 'measure'; see

vine and meter, 'poetical rhythm'. The correct

form is oenometer (q.v.)

vinosity, n., the character of a wine. — Late L.

vinositds, 'the flavor of wine', fr. L. vinosus. See

next word and -ity.

vinous, adj., 1) pertaining to wine; 2) addicted to

wine. — L. vinosus, 'full of wine; drunk with

wine', fr. vinum. See vine and -ous.

Derivatives: vinous-ly, adv., vinous-ness, n.

vintage, n. — ME. vendage, vindage, fr. MF. ven-

denge (F. vendange), fr. OF., fr. L. vindemia

(whence also It. vendemmia, Sp. vendimia.

Proven?, vendemia, Port, vindima), which stands

for *vino-demia and is compounded of vinum,

'wine', and the stem oidemere, 'to take off'. For

the first element see vine. L. demere is formed fr.

de, 'from, away from', and emere, 'to take'. See

de- and exempt. E. vintage was influenced in

form by vinter, vintry.

Derivatives: vintage, tr. v., vintag-er, n., vintag-

ing, n.

vintem, n., a small Portuguese silver coin of 20

reis. — Port, vintem, fr. vinte, 'twenty', fr. L. vi-

ginti. See vicenary.

vintner, n., a wine merchant. — ME. vintener, fr.

earlier vineter, fr. OF. vinetier, fr. ML. vinetdrius

(corresponding in sense to L. vinarius), 'wine

dealer, vintner' (whence also It. vinattiere.

Proven?, vinatier, Sp. vinatero), fr. L. vinetum,

'vineyard', fr. vinum, 'wine'. See vine and agen-

tial suff. -er.

vintry, n., a place where wine is sold or stored. —
ME. vinilerie, fr. viniter, 'vintner'. See prec.

word and subst. suff. -y.

vinum, n. (pharm.) — L. vinum, 'wine'. See vine.

vinyl, n., the univalent radical CHjCH (chem.) —
Coined fr. L. vinum, 'wine' (see prec. word), and

suff. -yl.

viol, n., a musical instrument. — MF. (= F.)

viole, fr. OF., fr. OProven?. viola, viula, which,

together with It. viola, of s.m., was prob. bor-

rowed (possibly through the medium of OHG.
fiduld), fr. ML. vltula, name of a stringed instru-

ment, which is possibly a back formation fr. L.

vituldri, 'to exult, be joyful'. See fiddle and cp.

next word, violin, violoncello.

Derivative: viol, intr. v.

viola, n., the tenor violin, larger than the violin

and smaller than the violoncello.— It. See prec.

word.

Viola, n., fem. PN.— Fr. L. viola, 'the violet'. See

violet.

Viola, n., a genus of plants of the family Viola-

ceae (bot.) — L. viola, 'the violet'. See prec.

word.

violable, adj. — L. violdbilis. See violate and

-able.

Derivatives: violabil-ity, n., violable-ness, n.,

violabl-y, adv.

Violaceae, n. pi., the violet family (bot.) —
ModL., formed from Viola with suff. -aceae.

violaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

viola da gamba, the bass viol (mus.) — It., lit. 'a

viola for the leg' (i.e. a viola held between the

knees). For It. viola see viol. It. da, 'from', is a

contraction of L. de, 'from, away from', and a,

'away from, from' ; see de- and a-, 'away from'.

For It. gamba see gamba.

violate, tr. v. — ME. violaten, fr. L. violatus, pp.

of violdre, 'to treat with violence, violate, injure,

dishonor', which is prob. rel. to vis, 'strength,

force'. See vis and verbal suff. -ate and cp. vio-

lent.

Derivatives: violation (q.v.), violat-ive, adj.,

violator (q.v.)

violation, n. — ME. violacion, fr. L. violatio, gen.

-onis, fr. violatus, pp. of violdre. See prec. word

and -ion.

Derivative: violalion-al, adj.

violator, n. — L. violator, fr. violdtus, pp. of vi'o-

Idre. See violate and agential suff. -or.

violence, n. — ME., fr. OF. (= F.), fr. L. violen-

tia, fr. violentus. See next word and suff. -ce.

violent, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. violen-

tus, 'forcible, vehement, violent', which is rel. to

violdre, 'to treat with violence'. See violate.

Derivatives: violent-ly, adv., violent-ness, n.

violescent, adj., tending to a violet color. —
Formed fr. viola with suff. -escent.

violet, n. — ME., fr. MF. violete (F. violetle), fr.

OF., dimin. of viole, fr. L. viola, which is prob.

a Mediterranean loan word; cp. Viola. Cp. also

iolite. For the ending see suff. -et.

Derivatives: violet, adj., violet-y, adj.

vioUn, n. — It. viotino, dimin. formed fr. viola.

See viol and cp. violoncello,

violinist, n. — A hybrid coined fr. violin and -ist,

a suff. of Greek origin.

violoncellist, n. — A hybrid coined fr. violoncdlo

and -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

violoncello, n., a bass violin. — It., dimin. of vio-

lone. See next word and cp. cello,

violone, n., a large viola (mus.) — It., formed fr.

viola with augment, suff. -one. See -oon.

viomydn, n., an antibiotic used against tubercu-

losis. — A hybrid coined fr. Flolet and Gk.
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[iiixY]?, 'fungus' (see myco-), and suff. -in; so

called in allusion to the color of the soil mold.

Viorna, n., a genus of plants of the crowfoot fam-

ily (bot.) — ModL., fr. F. viorne, 'the wayfaring

tree', fr. L. viburnum. See Viburnum.

viper, n. — MF. vipere (F. vipire), fr. L. vipera,

contraction of *vivi-pera, 'that which brings

forth living young', fr. vivere, 'to live', and the

stem of -perire, fr. parere, 'to bring forth'. See

vital and parent and cp. viviparous, weever,

wivern.

Derivatives: viperine (q.v.), viper-ish, adj.,

viperous (q.v.), viper-y, adj.

viperiform, adj., resembUng a viper. — Com-
pounded of L. vipera and forma, 'form, shape'.

See prec. word and fonn, n.

viperine, adj., pertaining to a viper or vipers;

venomous. — L. vlperinus, 'pertaining to, or re-

sembling, a viper', fr. vipera. See viper and -ine

(representing L. -Inus).

viperous, adj., pertaining to vipers ; venomous.—
Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. vipera. See viper.

Derivatives: viperous-ly, adv., viperous-ness, n.

virago, n., 1) a strong, manlike woman (archaic);

2) a quarrelsome woman. — L. virdgo, 'a man-
like heroic maiden; a female warrior', fr. vir,

'man'. See virile.

virelay, n., an old French verse form with a re-

frain and with only two rhymes throughout the

verse. — ME. vyrelaye, fr. OF. virelai, altered

(prob. under the influence of /a/, 'a kind of song,

lay"), fr. OF. vireli, 'a refrain', prob. orig. the

refrain of a song or poem, and of imitative ori-

gin.

virescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

virescent, adj., becoming green; greenish. — L.

virescens, gen. -entis, pres. part, of virescere, 'to

grow green', inchoative of virere, 'to be green'.

See viridity and -escent and cp. viridescent.

virgate, adj., rod-shaped (bot.) — L. virgdtus,

'made of twigs', fr. virga, 'twig, switch, rod',

which is of uncertain origin. It stands perh. for

*wiz-gd (see rhotacism), fr. I.-E. base *weis-, 'to

turn, twist', whence also OE. veoxian, 'to wipe'.

See whisk and adj. suff. -ate and cp. verge, 'rod',

virgin, virgule.

virgate, n., an old English land measure. — ML.
virgdta, virgdta terrae, fr. L. virga, 'twig, switch,

rod'. See virgate, adj. For sense development cp.

Heb. qdne , 'reed', used also in the sense of

'measuring rod; measure' (see e.g. Ezek. 40: 3

and 5) and E. rod in the sense of 'measure of

length'; cp. also canon, 'rule'.

Virgilia, n., a genus of plants of the pea family

(bot.) — ModL., named after the Roman poet

Publius Kerg(7/ui (less correctly: Virgilius) Maro
(70-19 B.C.E.) Cp. Virgima, fem. PN. For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

virgin, n. — ME. virgine, fr. OF. virgine, virge (F.

vierge), fr. L. virginem (whence also It. vergine.

Proven?, vergene, verge, Catal. verge, Sp. virgen.

Port, virgem), ace. of virgo, 'virgin', which is

prob. rel. to virga, 'a young shoot, twig'; see

virgate, adj., and cp. virgo. For sense develop-

ment cp. Gk. xaXii;, 'a marriageable girl', which

is cogn. with L. tdlea, 'rod, stick, bar'.

Derivatives: virgin, adj., virginal (q.y .)

virginal, adj., pertaining to a virgin; maidenly.—
ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. virgindlis, 'pertaining

to a virgin, maidenly, virginal', fr. virgo, gen.

virginis. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: virginal-ly, adv.

virginal, n., a kind of spinet. — Orig. 'an instru-

ment played by girls', fr. virginal, adj.

Derivative: virginal-ist, n.

Virginia, fem. PN. — L. Virginia, fem. of Virgi-

nius, fr. earlier Verginius, a name prob. rel. to

Vergilius. Cp. Virgilia.

Virginia, n., one of the states of the United States.

— Named after the Virgin Queen Elizabeth. Cp.

virginium.

Derivatives: Virgini-an, adj. and n.

virginity, n. — ME. virginite, fr. OF. virginite (F.

virginite), fr. L. virginitdtem, ace. of virginitds,

fr. virgo, gen. virginis. See virgin and -ity.

virginium, n., an element of the alkali-metal fam-

ily (chem.) — ModL., coined fr. Virginia

(U.S.A.), name of the native state of the physi-

cist Fred Allison (1882- ), discoverer of this

element. See Virginia, 'name of state', and chem.

suff. -ium.

Virgo, n., the Virgin (asrron.) — L. vi>g-o. See

virgin.

Virgularia, n., a genus of sea pens (zool.) —
ModL., formed fr. L. virgula, 'small rod' (see

virgule), with suff. -aria; so called from the rod-

like rachys.

Derivatives: virgulari-an, adj. and n.

virgulate, adj., rod-shaped. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ate fr. L. virgula. See next word.

virgule, n., a comma. — F., fr. L. virgula, 'a little

twig, a small rod; a critical mark', dimin. of

virga, 'rod'. See virgate, adj., and -ule.

viri-, combining form meaning 'man, husband'.

— L. viri-, fr. vir. See virile.

virial, n., half the product of the stress due to the

attraction or repulsion between two particles

multiplied by the distance between them (phys-

ics). — Coined by the German mathematical

physicist Rudolf Julius Emmanuel Clausius

(1822-88) from the stem of L. vires, pi. of vis,

'strength'. See vis, and -iai.

viridescence, n. •— Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

viridescent, adj., greenish. — L. viridescens, gen.

-entis, pres. part, of viridescere, 'to grow green',

an inchoative verb formed fr. viridis. See next

word and -escent and cp. virescent.

viridity, n., greenness. — ME. viridite, fr. MF.
(= F.) viridite, fr. L. viriditdtem, ace. of viridi-

tds, fr. viridis, 'green', fr. virere, 'to be green, to

flourish', which is of uncertain origin. Cp. ver-

dant, vodantique, verderer, verdigris, verdure.
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verdlter, verjuice, vert, 'the color green', vires-

cent, fartliingale.

virile, adj., manly; masculine. — F. viril, fr. L.

virilis, 'pertaining to a man, masculine, manly,

vigorous, spirited', which is rel. to Umbr. viro,

veiro, 'the men' (ace), and cogn. with Ol. virdh,

Avestic vlra-, Toch. wir, Lith. vyras, Lett. vTrs,

OPruss. wiirs, Goth, wair, OHG., OS. wer, ON.
verr, OE. wer, Olr. fer, W. gwr, 'man'. These

words prob. meant orig. 'the strong one', and

derive fr. I.-E. base *wi-ro-, enlargement of base

*wei-, 'to be strong', whence L. vis, 'strength,

force, vigor'. See vis and -lie and cp. duumvir,

triumvir, septemvir, decemvir, centumvir, cry,

curia, evirate, Fergus, Quirites, virtue, werewolf,

world.

virilescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

virilescent, adj., tending to acquire characters of

the male.— Formed fr. L. virilis (see virile) with

suff. -escent.

virility, n., the age of manhood ; mascuhnity. —
F. virilite, fr. L. virilitdtem, ace. of virilitds, 'the

age of manhood', fr. virilis. See virile and -ity.

virology, n., that branch of science which deals

with viruses. — A hybrid coined fr. L. virus (see

virus) and Gk. -Xoyia, fr. -Xoyot;, 'one who
speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic)'. See -logy. The correct

word is toxicology, in which both elements are

of Greek origin.

virose, adj., poisonous.— L. virosus, 'poisonous',

fr. virus. See virus and adj. suff. -ose.

virosis, n., disease caused by a virus (rrjed.) — A
Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. virus, 'poison'

(see virus), and -osis, a suff. of Greek origin. The

correct form would be toxicosis (fr. Gk. to-

^iKov, 'poison'.

virous, adj., virose. — L. virosus. See prec. word

and -ous.

virtu, n., love of art. — It. virtU, 'virtue, excel-

lence", fr. L. virlOtem, ace. of virtus. See vir-

tue.

virtual, adj., being in effect but not in actual fact.

— ME., fr. ML. virtudtis, fr. L. virtus. See virtue

and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: virlual-ly, adv., virtual-ity, n.

virtue, n. — ME. vertu, virtu, fr. OF. (= F.) vertu,

fr. L. virtutem, ace. of virtHs, 'virtue", lit. 'man-

liness, manhood", fr. vir. See virile.

virtuosity, n. — Formed fr. virtuoso with sufT.

-ity.

virtuoso, n., a person skilled in one of the fine arts,

esp. in music. — It., fr. Late L. virtuosus. See

next word.

virtuous, adj. — ME. vertuous, virtuous, fr. MF.
vertueus, virtueus (F. vertueux), fr. OF., fr. Late

L. virtuosus, fr. L. virtus. See virtue and -ous.

Derivatives: virtuous-ly, adv., virtuous-ness, n.

virulence, virulency, n.— Late L. virulentia, fr. L.

vlrulentus. See next word and -ce, resp. -cy.

virulent, adj., poisonous, deadly; malignant. —
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ME., fr. L. virulentus, 'poisonous', fr. virus. See

next word.

Derivatives: virulent-ly, adv., virulent-ness, n.

virus, n., 1) venom; esp. of a snake; 2) an infec-

tive agent; 3) a harmful influence. — L. virus,

'poison', for *vtsos (see rhotacism), fr. I.-E. base

*weis-, 'to melt away, rot', whence also OI.

vi^am, 'poison', vi^dh, 'poisonous', vefati, 'melts

away', Avestic vish-, visha-, 'poison', vaeshah-,

'mold', Gk. tog (for *Fi<56c,), 'poison', Olr.

/;, 'poison', W. gwy, 'fluid, water', gwyar,

'blood', possibly also L. viescere, 'to fade, with-

er', Lith. vystu, 'I wither', ON. visna, OE.

wisnian, weosnian, 'to whither'. See wizen and cp.

Viscmn. Cp. also bikh. Cp. also ooze, n.

vis, n., force. — L, vis, 'strength, force, vigor', fr.

I.-E. base *wei-, 'to be strong', whence also OI.

vdyah, 'vital force', Gk. * (f ji?!., 'strongly,

violently', 'tri^ioc., 'strong', prob. also L. violdre,

'to treat with violence'. Vis is prob. rel. to L. vir,

'man'. See virile and cp. vim, violate, virial, ultra

vires.

vis, viss, n., a weight used in S. India and in

Burma. — Tamil visai, 'division', from the base

of Ol. vihitah, 'divided, distributed'.

visa, n. — L. visa, fern. pp. of videre, 'to see'. See

vision and cp. vise.

visage, n., face, countenance.— ME., fr. OF. (
=

F.), fr. OF. vis, 'face', fr. L. visus, 'faculty of see-

ing, sight, vision', fr. visus, pp. oi videre, 'to see'.

See vision and -age and cp. prec. word, vis-i-

vis, envisage.

Derivatives: visage, tr. v., visag-ed, adj.

visard, n., visor. — See visor.

visarga, n., in Old Indian, 1) a final breath sound,

as h in ddmah ; 2) the sign representing this sound

— OI. visdrgah, lit. 'discharge', fr. vi, 'asunder'

(see with), and sdrgah, 'action of letting go, or

pouring out', fr. srjdti, 'he lets go, pours out',

which is rel. to Avestic h r'zaiti, of s.m.

vis-a-vis, adv. — F., 'face to face', fr. OF. vis,

'face'. See visage and a.

viscacha, n., a S. American burrowing rodent. —
Sp. vizcacha, fr. Quechua uiscacha.

Viscaria, n., a genus of plants of the pink family

(bot.) — ModL., fr. L. viscuh, 'mistletoe, bird-

lime' (see viscum and -aria) ; so called in allusion

to its viscous stem. For the ending see 1st suff.

-ia.

viscera, n. pi., the inner organs of the body. — L.

viscera, pi. of viscus, of uncertain origin; pos-

sibly a derivative of l.-E. base *wei-, 'to bend,

twist", whence also L. viere, 'to bend, twist'; see

Walde-Hofmann, LEW., 11., p. 802 s.v. viscus.

See viti-.

visceral, adj. — ML. viscerdlis, fr. L. viscera, pi.

of viscus. See prec. word and adj. suff. -al.

viscerate, tr. v., to eviscerate. — Formed with

verbal suff. -ate fr. L. viscera. See viscera and

cp. eviscerate.

visceri-, viscero-, combining form denoting the

viscera. — See viscera.

1/13

viscid, adj., sticky. — Late L. viscidus, fr. L. vis-

cum, 'mistletoe, birdlime'. See viscum and 1st

-id.

Derivatives: viscid-ity, n., viscid-ly, adv., viscid-

ness, n.

viscin, n., a sticky substance occurring in the

berries of the mistletoe (cheni.) — Formed with

suff. -in fr. L. viscum, 'mistletoe'. See Vis-

cum.

viscose, adj., viscous. — Late L. viscosus, 'full of

birdlime, sticky, viscous', fr. L. viscum. See

viscum and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivative: viscose, n., a kind of cellulose used

in making rayon.

viscosity, n., stickiness. — ME. viscosite, fr. MF.
(= F.) viscosite, fr. ML. viscositatem, ace. of

viscositds, fr. L. viscosus. See prec. word and

-ity.

viscount, n. — ME. viscounte, fr. MF. viscomte,

vicomte (F. vicomte), fr. OF., fr. ML. vicecomes,

compounded of L. vice, 'instead of, and comes,

'a companion'. See vice, prep., and count, 'title

of nobility' and cp. vidame.

viscountcy, n. — Formed from prec. word with

suff. -cy.

viscountess, n. — Formed fr. viscount with 1st

suff. -ess. Cp. F. vicomtesse.

viscous, adj., sticky. — Late L. viscosus. See vis-

cose and -ous.

Derivatives: viscous-ly, adv., viscous-ness, n.

Viscum, n., a genus of plants of the mistletoe fam-

ily (bot.) — L. viscum, 'mistletoe; birdlime'

(whence Late L. viscidus, 'bitter, sharp, sticky'),

cogn. with Gk. t^o? (for *ft56c), 'mistletoe;

birdlime', OSlav. visnja, 'cherry' (whence Lith.

vysne, OPruss. wisnaytos, of s.m.), OHG. wihsi-

la, MHG. wihsel, G. Weichsel, 'morello cherry',

and the river name Goth., OHG. Wihsila

(whence G. Weichsel, OPruss. Wizla, Pol. Visld).

These, words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *weis-,

'to melt away", and are cogn. with L. virus,

'poison". (F. gui, 'mistletoe', derives fr. L. vis-

cum.) See virus and cp. viscid, viscous and the

first element in Ixodidae and in weichselwood.

vise, vice, n., a tool, device. — ME. vice, vis, fr.

OF. (= F.) vis, 'screw', fr. L. vitis, 'vine, tendril',

fr. the base of viere, 'to bend, twist'. See viti-.

Derivative: vise, vice, tr. v.

vise, n., a visa. — F., pp. of viser, 'to inspect', fr.

VL. *vKa/-e, freq. of L. videre {pp. visus), 'to see'.

See vision and cp. visa.

Derivative: vise, tr. v.

Vishnu, n., one of the Hindu Trimurti, the other

two being Brahma and Siva (Hindu mythol.) —
OI. Vi^nuh, lit. 'the active one', from stem vif-,

'to be active, perform, work', which is of uncer-

tain etymology. Cp. the first element in next

word.

Vishvakarma, n., one of the supreme deities in

Hindu mythology. — OI. Visvakdrman, lit. 'all-

doer'. For the first element of this compound
see prec. word. OI. kdrman, 'action, work, deed'.

is rel. to krnoti, karoti, 'he makes' ; see karma,
visibility, n. — Late L. visibilitds, fr. L. visibilis.

See next word and -ity.

visible, adj. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. visibi-

lis, fr. visus, pp. of videre, 'to see'. See vision and
-ible.

Derivatives : visible-ness, n., visibl-y, adv.

Visigoth, n., one of the West Goths. — Late L.

Visigoth! (pi.), a Teut. loan word whose first ele-

ment is prob. rel. to OHG. westan, 'from the

west', etc. ; see west. For the second element see

Goth. Accordingly Late L. Visigothi lit. means
'the Western Goths' ; cp. Ostrogoth. The usual

explanation of the name as 'the good Goths'

—

based on the alleged kinship of Late L. Visi,

'Visigoths', with OI. vdsul}, 'good'—is erroneous

See S. Sigmund Feist, Vergleichendes Worter-

buch der gothischen Sprache, Leiden, 1939, p.

568 s.v. Wisi, and p. 298 s.v. iusiza.

Derivatives ; Visigoth-ic, adj. and n.

vision, n. — ME. visioun, fr. OF. (= F.) vision,

fr. L. visionem, ace. of visio, 'the act of seeing,

sight', fr. visus, pp. of videre, 'to see', which is

rel. to Umbr. virseto, 'seen', and cogn. with OI.

veda, 'I know", vedalf, 'knowledge', vinddti,

'finds', Gk. ol8a. (for *foi8a), 'I know', elSov

(for *4f[.Sov), 'I saw', ISsiv (for •fiSstv), 'to

see', ISea (prob. for*fiSea), 'look, semblance;

kind, nature, class, species', elSoi; (for 'feT-

8o<;), 'form, shape', lit. 'that which is seen',

eI8(oXov, 'image, phantom', iioTtop, Boeot.

ftCTTcop (for *fiSTtop), 'knowing, learned',

iCTTopia, 'learning by inquiry, knowledge ob-

tained by inquiry, account of one's inquiries;

narration, historical narrative; history'. Arm.
gitem, '1 know', gtanem, 'I find', OSlav. videti,

'to see', vedSti, 'to know', Goth., OE. witan, 'to

know', Goth, weitwops, 'witness', Lith. veidas,

'face', OPruss. waidima, 'we know', Olr. Jiss,

'knowledge', ro-felar, 'I know', W. gwyr, 'one

knows'. All these words are derivatives of I.-E.

base *weid-, *woid-, *wid-, 'to see; to know' ('I

have seen' is synonymous with 'I know'). See

wit, v., and cp. advice, advise, belvedere, bevue,

clairvoyant, device, devise, envisage, envy, evi-

dence, evident, improvise, interview, invidious, in-

visible, jurisprudence, preview, previse, provi-

dence, provident, provision, proviso, provisor,

prudence, prudent, review, revise, revision, super-

vise, supervision, supervisor, survey, vide, vide-

licet, vidimus, view, visa, visage, vis-a-vis,

visible, visit, visor, visual, vista and the second

element in righteous. Cp. also Veda, Vedanta.

For derivatives of Greek origin see idea and

history. See also druid, gwyniad, vendace and

Wend, which are Celtic derivatives.

Derivatives: vision, tr. v., vision-al, adj., vision-

al-ly, adv., vision-ary, adj. and n., vision-ari-ly,

adv., vision-ari-ness, n.

visit, tr. and intr. v. — ME. visiten, fr. OF. (=
F.) visiter, fr. L. visitare, 'to see frequently, to go
to see', freq. of visere, 'to look at often or at-



visitant

tentively', itself a freq. of videre (pp. vlsus), 'to

see'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: visit, n., visit-able, adj., visitant

(q.v.), visit-ative, adj., visitatorial {(^M.), visit-ing,

adj., visitor (q.v.)

visitant, adj. and n.— L. visitans, gen. -an/ii, pres.

part, of visitore. See visit, v., and -ant.

visitation, n. — ME. visitacioun, fr. MF. (= F.)

visitation, fr. OF., fr. L. visitdtionem, ace. of vf-

sitatio, fr. visitdtus, pp. of visitdre. See visit, v.,

and -ation.

Derivative: visitation-al, adj.

visitatorial, adj. — Formed with sufF. -ial fr. Late

L. visitdtor, 'visitor', from L. visitdtus, pp. of

visitdre. See visit,

visitor, n. — ME. visitour, fr. MF. visiteor, visi-

teur (F. visiteur), fr. OF., fr. visiter, fr. L. visi-

tdre. See visit and agential suff. -or.

visor, vizor, n., mask; front part of the helmet.—
ME. viser, fr. AF. visere, viser, fr. OF. visiere

(F. visiere), fr. OF. vis, 'face'. See visage,

viss, n., a weight. — See vis, 'a weight'.

vista, n., view. — It., 'sight, view', fem. of visto,

a collateral form of veduto, pp. of vedere, 'to

see', used as a noun, fr. L. videre; see vision. The

word vista was introduced into English by the

diarist John Evelyn (1620-1706).

visual, adj. — ME., fr. Late L. visudlis, fr. L. vl-

sus, 'sight', fr. vlsus, pp. of videre, 'to see'. See

vision and adj. suff. -al.

Derivatives: visual-ity, n., visual-ize, tr. and intr.

v., visual-iz-ation, n., visual-iz-er, n., visuat-ly,

adv.

visuo-, combining form meaning 'vision'. — Fr.

L. vlsus, 'sight'. See prec. word.

Vitaceae, n. pi., the vine family (bat.) — ModL.,

formed fr. Vitis with suff. -aceae.

vitaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

vital, adj., 1) pertaining to life; 2) living; 3) es-

sential to life; essential; 4) fatal, deadly. —
ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L. vltdlis, 'pertaining

to life', fr. vita, 'life, livelihood', which stands

for 'g^lwitd is rel. to L. vlvus (for *g"lwos),

'living', vivo (for *g^lv/o), 'I live', and cogn. with

Gk. pb? (for *g"iwos), 'life', ^ioty), piorsta

(for *g"iwot-), 'way of life, livelihood', Lith.

gyvatd, '(eternal) life', fr. I.-E. base *g"ei-, 'to

live'. See quick, and cp. bio- and words there re-

ferred to. Cp. also viable, viand, victual, vitamin,

viva, vivacity, vivarium, viva voce, vivandiere,

vivarium, vive, Vivian, vivid, vivify, vivisection,

aquavitae, convivial, revive, reviviscent, savoir

vivre, Sempervivum.

Derivatives: vital-ism, n., vital-ist, n., vitality

(q.v.), vital-ly, adv., vital-ness, n., vital-ize, tr.

v., vital-iz-ation, n., vital-iz-er, n.

vitality, n., vital force. — L. vltdlitds, fr. vltdlis,

'pertaining to life". See prec. word and -ity.

vitals, n. pi., the vital organs. — Formed fr. vital,

adj., taken as a noun.

vitamin, also vitaminc, n. (biochem.) — G. Vita-

min, coined by the Polish biochemist Casimir

Funk (1884- ), the discoverer of vitamins, in

1913 fr. L. vita, 'life', and G. Amin; so'called by

him because it was orig. supposed to be an

amine. See vital and amine and cp. avitamino-

sis.

vitaphone, n., a machine used to reproduce speech

simultaneously with moving pictures. — Lit.

'life sound', a hybrid coined fr. L. vita, 'life' and

Gk. 9covr), 'sound, voice'. See vital and plione,

'speech sound'.

vitellarium, n., that part of the ovary in certain

flatworms which produces yolk-filled cells. —
ModL., formed fr. vitellus with suff. -arium.

Derivative: vitellari-an, adj.

vitelligenous, adj., yolk-producing. — A hybrid

coined fr. L. vitellus, 'yolk of an egg', and the

Gk. suff. -7SVT1?, 'born of, used in the modem
sense 'produced by'. See vitellus and -genous.

vitellin, n., protein in the yolk of an egg (biochem.)

— Formed fr. vitellus with suff. -in.

vitelline, adj., pertaining to the yolk of an egg. —
Formed fr. vitellus (q.v.) with chem. suff. -ine.

vitello-, combining form for vitellus. — See next

word.

vitellus, n., the yolk of an egg. — L., lit. 'a little

calf, formed with the dimin. suff. -ellus fr. vi-

tulus, 'calf; see vitular. The word vitellus was

first used in the sense 'yolk of an egg', by Aulus

Cornelius Celsus, Roman physician and writer

of the early 1st cent.

Vitex, n., a genus of plants of the verbena family

(6o^.) — L. vitex, 'the chaste tree', rel. to viere,

'to bend, twist', vltis, 'vine'. See viti-.

viti-, combining form meaning 'vine', as in viti-

culture.— L. viti-, fr. vltis, 'vine, grapevine', rel.

to viere, 'to bend, twist', vimen, 'twig, switch,

osier', fr. I.-E. base *wei-, 'to bend, twist',

whence also Gk. Uioi. (prob. for 'Fznia.),

'willow', OE. wide, 'withe', widig, 'willow, wil-

low twig'. See withy and cp. vimen.

vitiate, tr. v., to render faulty or impure; to cor-

rupt; to pervert. — L. vitidtus, pp. of vilidre, 'to

make faulty, mar, corrupt, vitiate', fr. vitium,

'fault, defect, blemish, crime, vice'. See vice,

'moral fault', and verbal suff. -ate.

Derivatives: vitiat-ed, adj.* vitiation (q.v.),

vitiator (q.v.)

vitiation, n. — L. vitidtid, gen. -dnis, fr. vitidtus,

pp. of vitidre. See prec. word and -ion.

vitiator, n.— L. vitidtor, fr. vitidtus, pp. of vitidre.

See vitiate and agential suff. -or.

viticulture, n., cultivation of the vine. — Com-

pounded of viti- and culture.

Derivatives: viticultur-al, adj., viticultur-isi, n.

vitiligo, n., a name of a skin disease (med.) — L.

vitiligo, 'a kind of tetter', coined by Aulus Cor-

nelius Celsus, Roman physician and writer of

the eariy 1st cent., fr. vitium, 'fault, blemish,

taint'. See vice, 'moral fault'.

vitiosity, n., viciousness. — L. vittdsitds, 'faulti-

ness, corruption', fr. vitiosus. See vidoiis and

-ity.

vivarium

Vitis, n., a genus of plants, the grape (bot.) — L.

vltis, 'vine, grapevine'. See viti-.

vitrage, n., a curtain designed for windows.— F.,

'glazing, glasswork, glass partition', fr. vitre,

'glass', fr. L. vitrum. See vitreo- and -age.

vitreo-, combining form used in the sense of vi-

treous. — Fr. L. vitreus, 'of glass', fr. vitrum,

'glass', which is identical with vitrum, 'woad'.

The glass was called vitrum because of its bluish

woadlike color. See woad and cp. vitrescent,

Vitrina, vitriol and the last element in sandiver.

vitreous, adj., resembling glass. — L. vitreus, fr.

vitrum, 'glass'. See vitreo- and -ous.

Derivatives: vitreous-ly, adv., vitreous-ness, n.

vitrescence, n. — Formed from next word with

suff. -ce.

vitrescent, adj., tending to become glass.— Form-
ed fr. L. vitrum, 'glass'. See vitreo- and -escent.

vitrescible, adj., capable of becoming glass. —
See prec. word and -ibie.

vitric, adj., glasslike.— Formed with adj. suff. -ic

fr. vitrum, 'glass'. See vitreo-.

vitrics, n., the art of making glassware. — See
prec. word and -ics.

vitrifaction, n., vitrification. — Compounded of
L. vitrum (see vitreo-) and -faction.

vitriflaWe, adj. — Formed fr. vitrify with suff.

-able.

Derivative: vitrifiabil-ity, n.

vitrification, n. — Compounded of L. vitrum,

'glass' (see vitreo-), and -flcation.

vitriform, adj., glasslike. — Compounded of L.

vitrum, 'glass', and forma, 'form, shape'. See
vitreo- and form, n.

vitrify, tr. v., to convert into glass; intr. v., to be
converted into glass. — F. vitrifier, fr. MF.,
formed fr. L. vitrum, 'glass' and -ficdre, fr. fa-
cere, 'to make, do'. See vitreo- and -fy.

Vitrina, n., a genus oflandsnails (zool.)— ModL.,
fr. L. vitrum, 'glass' (see vitreo-); so called in

allusion to the translucent spiral shell.

vitriol, n. — ME. vitriole, fr. MF. (= F.) vitriol,

fr. OF., fr. ML. vitriolum, prop, subst. use of
the neut of the adj. *vitriolus, which corre-

sponds to L. vitreolus, 'of glass', dimin. of vi-

treus, 'of glass, glassy', fr. vitrum, 'glass' (see

vitreo-); so called in allusion to the glassy lustre

of this sulfate.

Derivatives: vitriol, tr. v., vitriol-ate, tr. v., vi-

triol-ation, n., vitriolic (q.v.), vitriolize (q.v.)

vitriolic, adj. — F. vitriolique, fr. vitriol. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ic.

vitriolize, tr. v. — A hybrid coined fr. vitriol and
-ize, a suff. of Greek origin.

Derivatives: vitrioliz-ation, n., vitrioliz-er, a.

Vltruvian, adj., pertaining to Marcus Vitruvius

Polio, a Roman architect in the age of Augus-
tus. — Formed from the name of Vitruvius

with suff. -an.

vitta, n., tube for oil in certain umbelliferous

plants ibot.) — L. vitta, 'a band, ribbon, fillet',

prob. for *vtta, fr. I.-E. base *wei; 'to bend.

twist', whence also L. viere, 'to bend, twist'

vitis, 'vine'. See viti- and cp. the next two
words.

Vittadinia, n., a genus of herbs {bot.) — ModL.,
named after the Italian botanist C. Vittadini

(1800-65). For the ending see 1st suff. -la.

Vittaria, n., a genus of ferns, the ribbon ferns

(bot.)— ModL., fr. L. vitta. See vitta and -aria,

vittate, adj., having vittae (bot.) — L. vittdtus,

'bound with a fillet or ribbon', fr. vitta. See
vitta and adj. suff. -ate.

vitular, vitulary, adj., pertaining to a calf or
calves. — Formed with suff. -ar, resp. -ary, fr.

L. vitulus, 'calf. See veal and cp. vitellus.

vituline, adj., pertaining to a calf or to veal. — L.

vitullnus fr. vitulus, 'calf. See veal and -ine

(representing L. -Inus) and cp. prec. word.

vituperable, adj. — See next word and -able,

vituperate, tr. v., to berate, revile. — L. vituperd-

tus, pp. stem of vituperdre, 'to censure, blame,

disparage', which is compounded of vitium, 'de-

fect, blemish', and *-paros, fr. pardre, 'to pre-

pare'. See vice, 'moral fault', pare and verbal

suff. -ate.

Derivative: vituperat-ory, adj.

vituperation, n. — ME., fr. MF. (= F.), fr. L.

vituperdtidnem, ace. of vituperdtid, 'censuring,

blaming', fr. vituperdtus, pp. of vituperdre. See
prec. word and -ation.

vituperative, adj. — Late L. vituperdtivus, fr. L.

vituperdtus, pp. of vituperdre. See vituperate and
-ive.

Derivative: vituperative-ly, adv.

vituperator, n. — L. vituperdtor, fr. vituperdtus,

pp. of vituperdre. See vituperate and agential

suff. -or.

viuva, n., a rockfish (Acutomentum ovale). —
Port., lit. 'widow', fr. L. vidua, 'widow'. See

widow and cp. vidual. Cp. also widow bird,

viva, interj. and n. — It., 'long live ...', lit. 'let

him live', imper. of vivere, 'to live', fr. L. vlvere.

See vivid,

vivace, adj., vivacious (musical direction). — It.

See next word.

vivacious, adj., lively. — Formed with suff. -ous

fr. L. vlvdx, gen. vlvdcis, 'lively, vigorous', fr.

vlvere, 'to live'. See vivid.

Derivatives: vivacious-ly, adv., vivacious-ness,

n.

vivacity, n., liveliness. — L. vlvdcitds, fr. vlvdx,

gen. vlcdcis. See prec. word and -ity.

vivandiere, n., a woman who formerly accom-
panied a French army and sold wine and provi-

sions. — F., fem. of vivandier, 'sutler, canteen

purveyor', fr. VL. *vlvanda, fr. L. vlvenda, neut.

pi. of the gerundive of vlvere, 'to live', used as a
fem. sing. noun. See vivid and cp. viand,

vivarium, n. — L. vivarium, 'an enclosure in

which animals are kept alive', prop. neut. of the

adj. vivdrius, 'pertaining to living creatures',

used as a noun, fr. vivere, 'to live'. See vivid and
-ariom.



viva voce

viva voce, adv., by word of mouth. — L. vim

voce, "with the living voice', abl. of viva vox.

Viva is the fem. of vfvHS, 'living', from the stem

of vivere, 'to Hve'. See vivid and voice.

Derivatives: viva voce, adj. and n.

Vive, V. — F., 'let him live, long live...' 3 pers.

pres.subj.of v(VTe,'tolive',fr.L. vlvere. See vivid.

Viverra, n., the typical genus of civets (zool.) —
L. viverra, 'ferret', cogn. with ModPers. var-

varah, 'squirrel', Lith. vovere, veverh, vaiveris,

Leth. vavere, OPruss. weware, 'male of various

animals', OSlav. ve'verica, W. gwywer, Bret.

gwiher, 'squirrel', and with the second element

in OHG. eihhurno, eihhorno, MHG. eichorn, G.

Eichhorn, MDu. eencoren, Du. eekhoorn, MLG.

ekhorn, ekeren, ON. ikorni, Norw. eikorne,

OSwed. ekorne. Swed, ekorre, Dan. egern, OE.

acweorna, dcwern [(the first element of these

Teut. words is rel. to E. oak (q.v.), the second

was assimilated to OHG., etc. (see horn}]. All

these words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *wer-, 'to

bend' ; the squirrel was so called from the bent

shape of the tail. For other derivatives of base

*wer- see version and cp. worm,

vives, n., disease of the submaxillary glands in

young horses (veterin.) — F., fr. ML. vivae, fr.

Arab, adh-dhi'ba" (whence also Sp. adibas), lit.

'the she-wolf, fr. adh, assimilated form of the

art. al, and dhi'ba\ fem. of dhi'b, 'wolf, which is

rel. to Heb. z'ebh, Akkad. zibu, Aram, de-bha,

'wolf, Ethiop. ze'eb, 'hyena'. F. avives, 'vives',

has been refashioned fr. original vives after

Arab, adh-dhi' ba'' . Cp. avives.

vivi-, combining form meaning 'living; alive'. —
L. vivi- fr. viviis, 'living, alive'. See vivid.

Vivian, masc. PN. — L. Vividniis (whence also F.

Vivien), lit. 'living, alive'. See vivid.

Vivian, Vivien, fem. PN. — Generally regarded

as borrowed fr. F. Vivienne, fem. of Vivien (see

prec. word), but prob. a misreading of the Cel-

tic name Ninian.

vivianite, n., a hydrous ferrous phosphate (min-

eral.) — G. Vivianit, named after the English

mineralogist J. G. Vivian, who discovered it.

The ending -;/ goes back to Gk. -irr^c; see

subst. suff. -ite.

vivid, adj., 1) lively; 2) bright; 3) intense. — L.

vividus, 'full of life, animated', fr. vivus, 'living,

alive", which is rel. to vivo, vivere, 'to live', vita,

'life'. See vital and cp. words there referred to.

For the ending see 1st suff. -id.

Derivatives: vivid-ly, adv., vivid-ness, n.

vivificate, tr. v., to revive, vivify. — Late L. vivifi-

cdtus, pp. of vivificdre, 'to make alive'. See

vivify and verbal suff. -ate.

vivification, n. — Fr. Late L. vivificdtus, pp. of

vivificdre. See prec. word and -ion.

vivify, tr. v., 1) to give life to; 2) to make vivid.—
F. vivifier, fr. Late L. vivificdre, 'to make alive,

restore to life', which is compounded of L. vivus,

'living, alive', and -ficdre, fr. facere, 'to make,

do". See vivid and -fy.

viviparity, n., the state of being viviparous. —
Formed fr. L. viviparus (see next word) with

suff. -ity.

viviparous, adj., producing living young. — L.

viviparus, 'bringing forth its young alive', com-

pounded of vivus, 'living, alive', and parere, 'to

bring forth'. See vivid and -parous.

Derivatives: viviparous-ly, adv., viviparous-ness,

n.

Viviparus, n., a genus of snails {zool.) — ModL.,

fr. L. viviparus; see prec. word. The genus is so

called because the young are born alive.

vivisect, tr. v., to dissect alive; intr. v., to practice

vivisection. — Compounded of L. vivus, 'living,

alive', and sectus, pp. of secdre, 'to cut'. See

vivid and section.

Derivatives: vivisect-ible, adj., vivisect-or, n.

vivisection, n., the dissection of a living animal.

— Compounded of L. vivus (see prec. word) and

sectid, gen. -onis, 'a cutting'. See section.

Derivatives : viv('iccfion-fl/, adj., vivisection-al-ly,

adv., vivisection-ist, n.

vixen, n., a she-fox. — Dial. ME. fixen, fr. ME.

fyxen, fr. OE. fyxen, 'fox' ; see fox and fem. suff.

-en.

Derivatives: vixen-ish, adj., vixen-ish-ly, adv.,

vixen-ish-ness, n.

vizier, more correctly vizir, n. — Turk, vezir,

'counsellor', fr. Arab, waztr (in vulgar pronun-

ciation wezir), fr. Avestic vicira, 'arbitrator,

judge'. In Arabic vtazir superseded katib (lit.

'writer') in the meaning of 'secretary of state'.

The 'Arabic' word was 're-borrowed' by the

Persians under the Ommiads; see The Encyclo-

pedia of Islam, IV, 1229. Cp. alquacil.

vizierate, vizirate, n., the office or dignity of a

vizier. — A hybrid coined from prec. word and

subst. suff. -ate (representing L. -dtus).

Vlach, n. and adj. — See "Walach.

vocable, n., a word; a term. — MF. (= F.), fr.

L. vocdbulum, 'designation, name', lit. 'that by

which anything is called', fr. vocdre, 'to call',

fr. vox, gen. vocis, 'voice'. See voice and -able,

vocable, adj., capable of utterance. — Formed

with suff. -able fr. L. vocdre, 'to call'. See vo-

cable, n.

Derivative: vocabl-y, adv.

vocabulary, n., 1) a list of words; 2) all the words

of a language ; 3) all the words used by a person,

class or people. — ML. vocabuldrium, 'list of

words', fr. L. vocdbulum. See prec. word and

subst. suff. -ary.

Derivatives: vocabular-ian, adj. and n.

vocal, adj. — ME., fr. L. vocdiis, 'uttering a

voice, sounding sonorous', fr. vox, gen. vocis,

'voice'. See voice and adj. suff. -al andcp. equi-

vocal, univocal. .

Derivatives: vocal, n., vocal-ism, n., vocal-ist,

n., vocal-ity, n., vocal-ize, tr. v., vocal-iz-ation,

n., vocal-iz-er, n., vocal-ly, adv., vocal-ness,n.

vocation, n. - ME. vocacioun, fr. L/^f"°"^'"'

ace. of vocatio, fr. vocdtus, 'called, PP- ot
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vocdre, 'to call', fr. vox, gen. vocis, 'voice'. See
voice and -ation.

Derivatives: vocation-al, adj., vocation-al-ly,
adv.

vocative, adj., of, or relating to, the vocative
case {gram.) — ME. vocatif, lit. 'calling', fr. L.
vocdtivus, fr. vocdtus, pp. of vocdre, 'to call,

summon' ; see vocal and -ative.

vocative, n. {gram.) — L. {casus) vocdtivus, 'the
case of summoning'. See vocative, adj.

vociferance, n. — Formed from next word with
suff. -ce.

vociferant, adj. — L. vociferdns, gen. -antis, pres.
part, of vdciferdre. See next word and -ant.

vociferate, intr. v., to shout loudly, tr. v., to utter
with a loud voice. — L. vdciferdtus, pp. of voci-
ferdri, 'to cry out, to shout', compounded of
vox, gen. vocis, 'voice', and ferre, 'to bear,
carry'. See voice and bear, 'to carry', and verbal
suff. -ate.

Derivatives: vociferat-ion, n., vociferat-or, n.
vociferous, adj., shouting loudly; clamorous. —
Compounded of L. vox, gen. vocis, 'voice', and
the stem offerre, 'to carry'. See voice and -ferous.
Derivatives

: vociferous-ly, adv., vociferous-ness,
n.

vodka, n. — Russ., dimin. of voda, 'water*, which
is cogn. with Gk. OStop, Goth, wato, OE.
waiter. See water,

voe, n., an inlet, creek in the Orkney and Shet-
land Islands. — ON. vdgr, 'sea'. See vogue,

vogesite, n., a variety of pyrope {mineral.) — G.
Vogesit, named after Vogesen, the German
name of the Vosges mountains. The ending -it

goes back to Gk. -f-nr;?; see subst. suff. -ite.

vogue, n., 1) popular favor; 2) popular usage;
fashion. — MF. (= F.), 'swaying motion, row-
ing, vogue, fashion', back formation fr. voguer,
'to sway, move along', fr. It. vogare or OProv-
enp. vogar, of s.m., which are prob. of Teut.
origin. Cp. OS., OHG. wdg, MHG. wdc, 'water
in motion, wave, billow' [HG. wage (whence G.
Wage), 'wave, billow', is a loan word fr. MLG.
wage], OFris. weg, wei, ON. vdgr, 'water in
motion, wave, billow, sea', Goth, wegs, 'tem-
pest' (in the pi. 'waves, billows'). All these Teut.
words orig. meant 'water in motion', and de-
rive fr. Teut. base *weg-, corresponding to I.-E.
base *wegh-, 'to move', whence also OE. wegah,
'to carry, move'. See weigh and cp. prec. word
and the first element in wainscot. Cp. F. vague,
'wave', which derives fr. ON. vdgr.

Derivatives: vogue, adj., vogu-ish, vogue-ish, adj.
voice, n. — ME. vols, voice, fr. OF. voiz, vois
(F. voix), fr. L. vocem (whence also It. voce,
Provens, votz, Sp., Port, voz), ace. of vox,
'voice, sound, tone, call', rel. to vocare, 'to call','

fr. I.-E. base *weq^-, *woq"-, 'voice; to speak',
whence also OI. vdcas-, 'sound, word', Avestic
vacah-, of s.m., OI. v(Ati, vivakti, 'says, speaks'.
Toch. A wak, B wek, 'voice', Gk. fcto^, Cypr.
FiizQc,, 'word, song, narrative', 8;|; (for */6<I;),

volatile

'voice', oaaa (for *fixia), 'voice, tale', lv-07t^,
'crying, shouting, voice', OPruss. wackis,
'shouting, noise', wackitwei, 'to call', OHG. gi-
wahan{en), MHG. ge-wdhenen, G. er-wahnen, 'to
inention'. Cp. vox, vocal, vocation, vocative, vo-
ciferate, vowel, advocate, advowee, advowson,
avocation, avouch, avoue, avow, convicium, con-
vocate, convoke, equivocal, equivoque, evocation,
evoke, invocation, invoke, irrevocable, provoca-
tion, provoke, revocation, revoke, semivocal, tele-
vox, univocal, viva voce. Cp. also epic, epopee,
epos and the second element in Calliope.
Derivative: voice, tr. v., voic-ed, adj., voice-ful,
adj., voice-ful-ness, n., voice-less, adj., voice-
less-ly, adv., voice-less-ness, n.

void, adj., empty.— ME. void, voide, fr. OF. voit,

voide, dial forms of vuit, vuide, 'empty', fr. VL.
*vocit-{um), for *vacit-{um), for L. vacdt{um),
pp. stem of vacdre, 'to be empty'. See vacant and
cp. avoid, devoid.

Derivatives: void, n., n., void, v. (q.v.), void-able,
adj., void-able-ness, n., void-ed, adj., void-er, n.

void, tr. v., to make empty. — ME. voiden, fr.

OF. voidier, dial, form of vuidier (P. vider), 'to
make empty', fr. OF., fr. VL. *vocitdre, of s.m.,
for *vacitdre, fr. *vacit{um). See void, adj.

Derivatives: void-able, adj., void-able-ness, n.,
void-ed, adj., void-er, n.

voile, n., a thin material used for women's dress-
es. — F. voile, 'veil', fr. L. velum. See veil,

voivode, n., vaivode. — Russ. voevoda, orig.
meaning 'leader of the army', fr. OSlav. vojl,

'warriors', and -voda, 'leader'. See vaivode.
volage, adj., fickle, flighty.— ME., fr. MF. (=F.),
fr. L. voldticus, 'fleeting, flighty', fr. voldt-{um),

pp. stem of voldre, 'to fly'. See next word and
-age.

volant, adj., flying. — MF. (= F.), fr. L. volan-
lem, ace. of voldns, pres. part, of voldre, 'to fly',

which is of uncertain origin. It is possibly cogn!
with OI. gariit, 'wing', garutmdn, 'winged; bird',

garuddd, name of a mythical bird. Cp. volage,
volatile, vol-au-vent, vole (in card playing),
volet, volitant, voUtation, volley, volplane, volu-
crine. For the ending see suff. -ant.

Volapuk, n., an artificial language invented by
Johann Martin Schleyer (1831-1912) in 1879.
Lit. 'worid's speech', fr. vol, 'worid', and pOk,
'speech'. Vol was coined fr. E. world, puk, fr.

E. speech.

volar, adj., pertaining to the palm of the hand or
to the sole ofthe foot {anat.)— Formed with adj.
suff. -ar fr. L. vola, 'pahn of the hand, sole of
the foot', which is prob. a derivative of I.-E.
base we/-, 'to turn, twist, roll', whence L. vot-
vere, 'to roll'. See volute,

volatile, adj.. flying {rare); 2) quickly evaporat-
ing; 3) easily changing, fickle. — F., fr. L.
volatilis, "flying, fleeting, transitory', which was
formed with suff: -//« fr. volsti-um), pp. stem
of volSre. Sec volant and -He.

Derivatives: volatile-ness, n.. volatil-ity. a..



vol-au-vent

volatil-ize, tr. and intr. v., volatil-iz-ation, n.

vol-au-vent, n., a kind of pie. — F., lit. 'flymg in

the wind'. See volant and wind, 'air'.

volborthite, n., a hydrous vanadate of copper,

barium and calcium (mineral.) — F., named m
1837 after the Russian scientist Alexander von

Volborth (1800-1876), its discoverer. For the

ending see subst. suff. -Ite.

volcanic, adj. — F. volcamque, fr. It. vulcamco,

fr. vulcano. See volcano and adj. suff. -ic.

volcanicity, n. - F. vokanicite, fr. wlcamque.

See prec. word and -ity.

volcanism, n., volcanic action ; volcanic phenom-

ena. — F. volcanisme, fr. volcan. See volcano

and -ism.

volcanist, n., a student of volcanic phenomena.

— F. volcaniste, fr. volcan. See volcano and -ist.

volcanize, tr. v., to subject to volcanic heat. — F.

volcaniser, fr. volcan. See volcano and -ize.

Derivatives: volcaniz-ation, n., vokaniz-er, n.

volcano, n.— It. vulcano, volcano, fr. L. Vulcanus,

name of the god of fire. Cp. F. volcan, Sp. vol-

can, 'volcano', and see Vulcan,

volcanology, n., the study of volcanoes. — A

hybrid coined fr. volcano, a word of Latm ori-

gin, and Gk. -XoyiS, fr. -Xdyo?, 'one who

speaks (in a certain manner); one who deals

(with a certain topic'). See -logy.

Derivatives: volcanolog-ical, adj., volcanolog-

isl, n.
, ,

vole, n., the winning of al) the tricks m a deal in a

card game- — F. vole, back formation fr. voter,

'to fly', fr. L. volare. See volant,

vole, n., a rodent of the genus Nicrotus. — Short

for vole mouse, lit. 'field mouse'. E. vole, 'field ,

is of Scand. origin. Cp. ON. vollr, Norw. vole

'field, meadow', which are rel. to OE. weald,

wald, 'forest, woodland'. See wold,

volet, n., one of the wings of a triptych {paint.)—
F fr vo/er, 'to fly'. See volant and -et.

volitant, adj., flying (zoo/.) - L. volitans, gen

-amis, pres. part, of volitare, 'to fly', freq. of

volare. See volant,

volitation, n., the act of flying. - L. volitatw,

gen. -onis, fr. volital(-um), pp. stem of volitare.

See prec. word and -ation.

Derivative: volitation-al, adj.

volition, n., the act of willing.- ML. volitio, gen.

.onis, fr. L. void, velle, 'to wish, will'. See volun-

tary and -ition and cp. nolition.

Derivatives: xolition-al, adj., volition-al-ly, adv.,

vulition-ary, adj., volition-less, adj.

volitive, adj., pertaining to the will. — See prec.

word and -ive.
, , f

VolksUed, n., folk song. - G., compounded of

Volk, 'people, folk', and Lied, 'song". See folk

and lied.

Volksraad, n., legislative body in the former

Orange Free State. — Du., lit. 'counsel of the

people', fr. volk, 'people', and raad, 'counsel .

See folk and raad
«:<.v.t nf missiles. — MF. (= F.)
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volee, 'flight; volley', prop. fem. pp. of voler,

'to fly', used as a noun. See volant.

Derivatives: volley, tr. and intr. v., volley-er, n.,

volley-ing, adj., volley-ing-ly, adv.

volplane, intr. v., to glide toward the earth in an

airplane. — F. volplane, fr. vol, 'flight', and pp.

oi planer, 'to float, glide', fr. plane, '(air)plane'.

See volant and plane, 'airplane'.

volt, n., a turning movement of a horse {manege).

— F. volte, fr. It. volta. See volta.

volt, n., the unit of electromotive force. —
Named after the Italian physicist, the Count

Alessandro Volta (1745-1827).

Derivative : volt-age, n.

volta, n., pi. volte, 'times'; una volta, 'once due

volte, 'twice' {mus.) — It. volta, 'a turn; a turn

in time', fr. L. *volvita, fr. volvere, 'to roll'. See

vault, 'to leap', and cp. volte-face, volti, archivolt.

voltaic, adj., designating electricity produced by

chemical action. — Lit. 'pertaining to Volta .

See volt, 'unit of electromotive force', and adj.

suff. -ic.

Voltairian, adj., pertaining to the French writer

and philosopher Voltaire (1696-1778); n., an

adherent of the doctrines of Voltaire.—For the

ending see suff. -ian.

Derivative: Voltairian-ism, n.

voltameter, n., an instrument for measuring elec-

tricity by electrolysis. — Coined from the name

of Volta (see volt, 'unit of electromotive force

)

and Gk. [iSTpov, 'measure'. See meter, 'poetical

rhythm'.

volte-face, n., a turning round; a reversal ot opi-

nion.— F., 'a turning round', fr. It. voltafaccui,

lit. 'a turning of the face', fr. volta, imper. of

voltare, 'to turn', mAfaccia, 'face'. See volt, 'a

turning movement', and face.

Derivative: volte-face, intr. v.

volti, v., turn; turn over {musical direction). --

It., pres. subj. of voltare, 'to turn'. See volt, 'a

turning movement'.

voltmeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

diff'erence of potentials in volts (elect.) —
Coined fr. volt, 'unit of electromotne force ,

and Gk. p:£-pov, 'measure'. See meter, poetical

rhythm'.

voltzite, n., a zinc oxysulfide (mineral.) — Named

after the French mining engineer Philippe L.

Voltz (1785-1840). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.
_ , ,. .

volubility, n. - Either fr. F. volubilite or directly

fr. L. volubilitds, fr. voluhilis. See next word and

-ity

voluble, adj., glib. - MF. (= F.), fr. L. volubiUs,

'rolling, whirling, fluent (of speech), voluble ,

fr. vohere, 'to roll". See volute.

Derivatives: voluble-ness, n., volubl-y, adv.

volucrine, adj., pertaining to birds. - Formed

with suff-. -ine (representing L. -inus) fr. L^vo/k-

cris (scil. avis), 'a bird', fem. of volucer flymg,

winged', which derives from the stem of volare,

'to fly'. See volant.

volume, n. — ME. volum, volume, fr. MF. (= F.)

volume, fr. OF., fr. L. volumen, 'a roll; a book
rolled up', fr. volvere, pp. valutas, 'to roll'. See
volute.

Derivatives: volume, intr. and tr. v., volum-ed,

adj.

volumenometer, n., an instrument for measuring
the volume of a solid body. — A hybrid coined
fr, L. volumen (see prec. word) and Gk. [iexpov,

'measure'. See meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

volumeter, n., an instrument for measuring the

volume of liquids and gases. — Contraction
of volume-meter (see haplology). See volume and
meter, 'poetical rhythm'.

volumetric, volumetrical, adj., pertaining to the

measurement of volume. — Contraction of
volume-metric. See volume and metric and cp.

prec. word.

voluminal, adj., pertaining to volume. — Formed
with adj. suff. -al from L. volumen, gen. voliimi-

nis, 'volume'. See volume.

voluminous, adj., bulky. — Late L. voluminosus,

fr. L. volumen, gen. voluminis, 'volume'. See
volume and -ous.

Derivatives: voluminos-ity, n., voluminous-ly,

adv., voluminous-ness, n.

voluntarism, n., the theory that the will is the

basic principle.— G. Voluntarismus, irregularly

formed by the German national economist and
sociologist Ferdinand Tonnies (1855-1936) (in

his work Zur Entwicktungsgeschichte Spinozas)

in 1883 fr. L. voluntdrius, 'of one's free will', and
suff. -ismus. See next word and -ism.

voluntary, adj., 1) done by one's own free choice;

2) controlled by the will. — ME., fr. L. volun-

tdrius, 'of one's free will, voluntary', fr. voluntas,

'will', from the stem ofvolo, velle, 'to will, wish',

fr. I.-E. base *wel-, 'to will, wish, hope, choose',

whence also Goth, wiljan, OE. willan, 'to will'.

See wijl, v., and cp. volition, volunteer, bene-

volent, malevolent, nolens-volens, voluptuous.

Derivatives: voluntary, n., voluntari-ly, adv.,

voluntari-ness, n.

voluntative, adj., voluntary. — ML. voluntdtivus,

fr. L. voluntas, gen. -dtis. See voluntary and -ative.

volunteer, n., one who offers himself of his own
free will, as for military service.— F. volontaire,

fr. L. voluntdrius. See prec. word and -eer.

Derivatives: volunteer, adj. and tr. v., volunteer-

ly, adv.

voluptuary, n., a voluptuous person. — L. volup-

tudrius, fr. voluptds. See next word and subst.

suff. -ary.

voluptuous, adj., sensuous. — ME., fr. L. volup-

tuosus, 'full of pleasure', fr. voluptds, 'pleasure',

fr. volup{e), neut. of *volupis, 'pleasant', which
is prob. cogn. with Homeric Gk. VknsiM, 'to

cause to hope', Gk. JXTreCTftai, 'to hope', I'Kv.iz,

'hope', iXTCWpTJ, 'hope', fr. I.-E. *wel-p-, an
enlargement of base *ivel-, 'to will, wish',

whence L. void, velle, 'to wish, will*. See volim-

tary and -ons.

Derivatives: volupluous-ly, adv., voluptous-ness,

n.

volute, n., a spiral scroll forming the chief fea-

tures in Ionic and Corinthian capitals. — F., fr.

It. valuta, fr. L. valuta, 'spiral scroll, volute',

prop, subst. use of the fem. pp. of volvere, 'to

roll, roll along, turn about', which is cogn. with
Gk. eiXeiv (for *

f

sXve iv
)

, 'to roll, turn, twist',

EiXuEiv (for *f£Xvu£iv or *EfEXuEtv), 'to roll

round, enfold, enwrap', sXiisiv, 'to roll',

EXitsasiv, Att. eXitteiv, Ion. eiXictc£i.v, (for

^fsXixiEiv), -to wind, roll', eXi| (for *.-£Xi|),

'coil, spiral', Arm. gelum, '1 turn, twist', glem,
'I roll', OI. vrndti, u^noti, 'covers, wraps',
variitram, 'wrapper', vdlate, 'turns', Toch.
wdl, 'he covered', walui, 'worms', B lykwar,
A likwdr, 'times', B wai-walau, 'giddiness',

OSlav. valiti, 'to roll', vliina, 'wave', vlajati,

'to be driven about the waves', Lith. veliit,

velti, 'to full', vilnis, 'wave', apvalits, 'round',
OSlav. olu (for *ob-vlii), 'round'. Alb. vaPe 'the

boiling of water, wave', Goth, walwjan, 'to roll',

OE. wealwian, 'to roll round', wylm, 'billow',

wiella, 'fountain, spring', weotoc, wiluc, 'triton,

trumpet shell', Olr. fulumain, 'rolling', filUm, 'I

bend, bow', W. olwyn, 'wheel'. All these words
derive fr. I.-E. base *wel-, *wal-, resp. its en-
larged forms *welu-, *welw-, 'to bend, turn,
twist, roll'. Cp. alytarch, avale, circumvolution,

circumvolve, convolution, convolve. Convolvulus,
devolution, elytron, epulis, evolute, evolution,

evolve, Helen, Helenus, Helicon, helix, Helle,
helminth, ileus, intervolve, involucre, involute,

involution, involve, lore, 'space between eyes and
beak of birds', obvolute, panilis, revolt, revolu-
tion, revolve, ulatrophia, ulitls, Ulotrichi, vail, to
lower', vale, 'valley', valgus, valley, vallum,
valve, vault, 'roof, vault, 'to leap', volar, volt, a
turning movement', volta, volte-face, volti,

voussoir, vulva, wale, walk, wall, wallow, weal,

'mark on flesh', weld, 'to unite', well of water,
welter, whelk, 'snail', willow and the first ele-

ment in vaudeville.

Derivatives: volut-ed, adj., volut-ion, n.

volutoid, adj., resembling a volute. — A hybrid
coined fr. L. valuta and Gk. -oetSrj!:, 'like', fr.

eISoc, 'form, shape'. See volute and -oid.

volva, n., the membranous sac of certain fungi

(hot.) — ModL., fr. L. volvere, 'to roll'. See
volute.

volvelle, n., an old device serving to ascertain the
time of the rising and setting of the sun and
moon. — ML. volvella, formed with dimin.
suff. -ella fr. L. volvere, 'to roll'. See volute.

Volvox, n., a genus of flagellates (bot.)— ModL.,
from the stem of L. volvere, 'to roll'. See volute.

vomer, n., a bone between the nostrils (anat.) —
L. vomis, later form vomer, 'plowshare', prob.
standing for orig. *wog"hsmis and cogn. with
OPruss. wagnis, OHO. waganso, ON. vangsni,
'plowshare', and with ON. veggr, OE. wecg,
'wedge'. See wedge.



vomica, n., a cavity in the lungs (merf.) — L.,

•abscess', formed from the stem of vomere, 'to

vomit'. See next word.

vomit, n. — ME. vomet, vomit, fr. MF. vomite,

vomit, fr. L. vomitus, 'vomiting', fr. vomit-{um),

pp. stem of vomere, 'to vomit', which stands for

*wemere, fr. I.-E. base *wem-, 'to spit, vomit',

whence also Gk. J[J.siv, 'to vomit', eij-etoc,

^[ieai?, 'vomiting', sixsTixo!;, 'provoking sick-

ness', OI. vdmati, 'he vomits', Avestic vam-, 'to

spit', Lith. vemiu, vemti, 'to vomit', ON. vSma,

'seasickness', vama, 'nausea'. Cp. emetic, Emys

and nux vomica. Cp. also wamble,

vomit, intr. and tr. v. — ME. vomiten, fr. L.

vomitdre, freq. of vomere, 'to vomit'. See vomit,

n.

Derivatives : vomit-ing, n., vomitory (q.v.)

vomition, n., vomiting. — L. vomitio, gen. -mis,

fr. vomit-ium), pp. stem of vomere. See vomit, n.

and -ion.

vomitive, adj., pertaining to, or causing, vomit-

ing. _ ML. vomitivus, fr. L. vomit-{um), pp.

stem of vomere. See vomit, n., and -ive.

vomitory, adj. — L. vomitorius, 'causing vomit-

ing', from vomit-(um), pp. stem of vomere. See

vomit, v., and adj. suff. -ory.

vomiturition, n., an abortive attempt to vomit

{med.) — Medical L. vomituritio, gen. -onis,

formed fr. vomit-{urri), pp. stem of vomere, 'to

vomit' (see vomit, n. and v.), on analogy of

Latin nouns like esurltio, 'a hungering', lit. 'a

desire to eat', etc. Cp. abiturient, esurient, par-

turition. For the ending see suff. -ition.

voodoo, n., witchcraft, sorcery. — Creole F.

voudou, fr. Dahomey vodu. Cp. hoodoo.

Derivatives: voodoo, tr. v., to bewitch.

voodooism, n., belief in voodoo. — A hybrid

coined fr. voodoo with -ism, a suff. of Greek ori-

gin-

voodooist, n., a believer in voodoo. — A hybrid

coined fr. voodoo with -ist, a suff. of Greek ori-

gin.

Derivative: voodooist-ic, adj.

voracious, adj. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L.

vorax, gen. voracis, 'hungry, greedy', fr. vorare,

'to swallow greedily, swallow up, devour', from

I.-E. base *gv/er-, *gwor-, 'to swallow, devour',

whence also Ol.girdti, gildti, grnati,'he swallows\

gardh, 'drink', Avestic gar-, 'to gulp', Gk. Popa,

'food', Ppwpta, 'food', pi!Epo>(r/.eiv, 'to eat',

pdtpa&pov, 'gulf, pit', Lith. geriii, gerti, 'to

drink', OSlav. iir<?, zreti, 'to swallow', OSlav.

gralo, 'gullet', Lith. girtas, 'drunk'. Arm. ker,

kur, 'food', keri, 'I ate', kokord, 'throat'. Alb.

ngrane, 'eaten*. Cp. vorago, -vorous, devour. Cp.

also Abroma, barathrum, broma, Bromns, Bro~

simum, and the second element in Cryptodira

and in heUebore. Cp. also gullet and words there

referred to. For base *g'^rogh-, enlargement of

base •?"c/--, 'to swallow, devour', see bronchus,

branchia, craw. Cp. also gurgitation and words

there referred to.

Derivatives: voracious-ly, adv., voracious-ness,

n.

voracity, n. — MF. (= F.) voracite, fr. L. vordci-

tdtem, ace, of vordcitas, from vordx, gen. vora-

cis. See prec. word and -ity.

vorago, n., a gulf. — L. vorago, 'gulf, abyss,

whirlpool, chasm', fr. vordre, 'to devour'. See

voracious.

-vorous, combining form meaning 'eating (such

and such food)', as in apivorous, carnivorous,

omnivorous. — Fr. L. -varus, from the stem of

vordre, 'to devour', whence also vordx, 'hungry,

greedy'. See voracious,

vortex, n., whirlpool ; whirling motion. — L. vor-

tex, a var. of vertex, 'whirl, whirlpool, top,

peak, summit', fr. vertere (also vortere), 'to

turn'. See version and cp. vertex, which is deriv-

atively identical with vortex.

vortical, adj., resembling a vortex. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. L. vortex, gen. vorticis (see

prec. word); derivatively identical with vertical

(q.v.)

Derivative: vortical-ly, adv.

vorticism, n., a furturist artistic movement, re-

sembling cubism, but using vortices instead of

cubus. — Irregularly formed fr. L. vortex (see

vortex) with suff. -ism.

vorticist, n., an adherent of vorticism. — Irreg-

ularly formed fr. L. vortex (see vortex) with

suff. -ist. Cp. prec. word.

vorticose, adj., having a vortex or vortices. — L.

vorticosus, fr. vortex, gen, vorticis. See vortex

and adj. suff. -ose.

Derivative: vorticose-ly, adv.

vortiginous, adj., whirling. — See vortex and

vertiginous.

votal, adj., votive. — Formed with adj. suff. -al

fr. L. votum. See vote,

votaress, n., a female votary. — Formed from

next word with 1st suff. -ess.

votary, n., one devoted or consecrated by a vow;

adj., consecrated by a vow. — Formed with

suff. -ary fr. L. votum. See next word.

vote, n. — ME., fr. L. votum (for *vovetom), 'a

vow', prop. neut. pp. of vove^e, 'to vow', used

as a noun; rel. to Umbr. vufru, 'pertaining to a

vow', and cogn. with OI. vdghdt-, 'one who

offers a sacrifice', Avestic aog^dd, 'he said', Arm.

gog, 'say ' Gk. eiyji, 'vow, wish', cuxoixai, 'I

pray', perh. also with OE. wdgian, 'to woo'.

Cp. vow, avow, devote, devout. Cp. also Euchite,

euchology. Cp. also woo.

Derivatives: vole, intr. and tr. v., vot-er, n.,

vote-less, adj., vot-ing, n., votive (q.v.)

votive, adj., dedicated or given in fulfillment of a

vow. — L. vdtivus, 'pertaining to a vow, given

in the consequence of a vow', fr. votum. See

prec. word and -ive.

Derivatives: votive-ly, adv., votive-ness, a.

vouch, tr. v., to guarantee; intr. v., to give a

guarantee (for.). — ME. vochen, vouchen, fr.

MF. vocher, vochier, voucher, 'to call, summon ,

vulnerary

fr. L. vocdre, 'to call', fr. vox, gen. vdcis, 'voice'.

See voice and cp. avouch.

Derivatives: vouch, n., voHcA-aft/e, adj., vouch-ee,

n., vouch-er, n. and tr. v.

vouchsafe, tr. v. — ME. vouchen sauf, 'to vouch

as safe'. See vouch and safe.

Derivative: vouchsafe-ment, n.

voussoir, n., any of the wedge-shaped stones

forming an arch. — F., fr. VL. *vohorium, de-

rived fr. VL. *volsus, corresponding to L. volU-

tus, pp. of volvere, 'to roll'. See volute.

vow, n. — ME. vou, vowe, vow, fr. OF. vou, vowe

(F. vxu), fr. L. votum. See vote.

vow, tr. and intr. v. — MF. vouer, vower, fr. OF.,

fr. vou, vowe, 'vow'. See vow, n.

Derivative: vow-ed, adj.

vowel, n. — ME. vowelle, fr. MF. vouele (F.

voyelle), fr. OF. voiel, fr. (litterd) vdcdlis, 'vocal

letter', fr. vox, gen. vdcis, 'voice'. See vocal, voice.

Derivatives: vowel, tr. v., vowel-iz-ation, n.,

vowel-less, vowel-like, adjs.

vox, n., voice.— L. vox, gen. vdcis, 'sound, tone,

call'. See voice.

voyage, n. — ME. veyage, voyage, fr. OF. veiage,

voiage, (F. voyage), fr. L. viaticum, 'traveling

money, provisions for a journey', in VL. also

'journey', prop. neut. of the adj. vidticus, 'per-

taining to a road or journey', fr. via, 'way'.

OProven?. viatge, 'journey', derives fr. L. via-

ticum. It. viaggio, Sp. viaje and Port, viagem, of

s.m., are borrowed fr. OProven^. viatge. See via

and cp. viaticum. For the ending see suff. -age.

voyage, intr. and tr. v. — F. voyager, fr. voyage.

See voyage, n.

Derivative: voyag-er, n.

vraisemblable, adj., seeming true. — F., 'prob-

able, likely', coined in imitation of L. verisi-

milis, 'having the appearance of truth', fr. F.

vrai, 'true', and semblable, 'similar'. F. vrai de-

rives fr. OF. verai, fr. VL. *verdcus, fr. L. verus,

'true'; see very, adj. F. semblable comes fr.

sembler, 'to resemble', later, 'to seem, appear',

fr. Late L. simildre, 'to be like, resemble', fr.

L. similis, 'like' ; see similar and cp. verisimilar.

vraisemblance, n., the semblance of truth, verisi-

militude. — F., 'probability, likeUhood', lit.

'verisimilitude". For the first element see prec.

word, for the second see semblance.

vrbaite, n., a thallium sulfosalt (mineral.) —
Named after the Czech mineralogist Karel

Vrba of Prague. For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

vriddhi, n., change of a to d, e (fr. earlier ai) to di,

o (fr. earlier au) to du, ar to dr, through the ad-

dition of an a element (OI. grammar) — OI.

vrddhi-, lit. 'growth, increase', rel. to vjddha-,

'grown up, old', vdrdhate, 'grows, increases',

Urdhvdh, 'high', fr. I.-E. base *weredh-, 'to grow,

increase', whence also Gk. op^i? (for *fop-&-

f(>(;), 'straight, right, erect'. Seeortlio-.

Vriesia, n., a genus ofplants of the family Brome-

liaceae (hot.) — Named after the Dutch bota-

nist W. H. de Vriese (1806-62). For the ending

see 1st suff. -ia.

vrille, n., tail spin (aviation). — F., 'tendril;

gimlet, borer; tail spin', fr. earlier ville, fr. OF.
vellle, fr. L. viticula, 'a little vine; tendril',

dimin. of vitis ; see viti-. The insertion of the r in

F. vrille is due to the influence of F. virer, 'to

turn, swing round'.

vrouw, n., a Dutch or S. African woman. — Du.

vrouw (S. Afr. Du. vrou). See frow.

Vulcan, n., the god of fire in Roman mythology.

— L. Vulcdnus, Volcdnus, of Etruscan origin.

Cp. volcano.

Derivatives: Vulcanian (q.v.), Vulcan-ic, adj.,

vulcanite (q.v.), vulcanize (q.v.)

Vulcanian, adj., pertaining to Vulcan; pertaining

to metals. — Formed with suff. -an fr. L. Vul-

cdnius, fr. Vulcdnus. See prec. word.

vulcanite, n., a kind of hard India rubber. —
Formed fr. Vulcan with subst. suff. -ite.

vulcanize, tr. v., to treat (India rubber) with sul-

fur and heat; intr. v., to undergo vulcanization.

— A hybrid coined by William Brockedon

(1789-1854), friend of the English chemist

Thomas Hancock (1786-1865) fr. Vulcan and

-ize, a suff. of Greek origin. Cp. volcanize.

Derivatives: vulcaniz-ation, n., vulcaniz-er, n.

vulgar, adj. — ME., fr. L. volgdris, vulgdris, 'per-

taining to the multitude, common, vulgar', fr.

valgus. See vulgus and adj. suff. -ar.

Derivatives: vulgar, n., vulgar-ian, n., vulgar-

ism, n., vulgar-ity, n., vulgar-ize, tr. v., vulgar-iz-

ation, n., vulgar-iz-er, n., vulgar-ly, adv., vulgar-

ness, n.

Vulgate, n., Latin translation of the Bible pre-

pared by the church father Jerome (about 340-

420). — ML. vulgdta (editid), lit. 'the popular,

current, edition', fem. pp. of L. volgdre, vulgdre,

'to make general, common', fr. valgus, vulgus.

See next word and adj. suff. -ate.

vulgus, n., the common people. — L. valgus,

vulgus, 'the great mass, the multitude, the

people", cogn. with OI. vdrgah 'division, group',

MBret. gwaVch, 'abundance', W. gwala, 'suffi-

ciency, enough'. Cp. vulgar, Vulgate, divulge.

vulnerable, adj., 1) that can be wounded; 2) open

to attack— Late L. vulnerdbilis, fr. L. vulnerdre,

'to wound', fr. volnus, vulnus, 'a wound', which

is cogn. with Gk. oijXti (for *Fo'kva. or *fo>,-

aa), 'wound, scar', W. gweli (for *woliyd),

'wound', from. I.-E. base *wel-, 'to tear',

whence also vellere, 'to pluck, tear'. See velli-

cate and cp. vulture. Cp. also parulis. For the

ending see suff. -able.

Derivatives: vulnerabil-ity, n., vulnerable-ness,

n., vulnerabl-y, adv.

vulnerary, adj., used for healing wounds. — L.

vulnerdrius, 'pertaining to wounds, used for

wounds', fr. vulnus, gen. vulneris. See prec.

word and adj. suff. -ary.

Derivative: vulnerary, n., a remedy for healing

wounds.



Vulpecula
1/i;4

Vulpecula, n., the Little Fox (astron.) — L.,

dimin. of vulpes, 'fox'. See next word and -cula.

Vulpes, n., a genus of animals, the red fox (^zool.)

— L. volpes, vulpes, 'fox', of uncertain etymol-

ogy. It is perh. cogn. with Gk. aTiMTTTj^, 'fox',

OI. lopasdh, 'jackal, fox', Arm. ahies, 'fox'.

Lith. lape, 'fox', vilpisps, 'wild cat'. Cp. alopecia,

Alopecurus.

vulpicide, n., a person who kills a fox. — Com-

pounded of L. vulpes, gen. vulpis, 'fox', and L.

-cida, 'killer', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See Vulpes and

-cide, 'killer'.

vulpicide, n., the killing of a fox.— Compounded

of L. vulpes, gen. vulpis, 'a fox', and L. -cidium,

'killing', fr. caedere, 'to kill'. See Vulpes and

-cide, 'killing'.

vulpine, adj., 1) pertaining to a fox; 2) foxlike. —
L. vulpinus, 'pertaining to, or resembling, a fox,

crafty', fr. vulpes, 'fox'. See Vulpes and -ine

(representing L. -inus).

vnlpinism, n., craftiness (rare). — Formed with

suff. -ism fr. L. vulpinus. See prec. word.

vulpinite, n., a variety of anhydrite (mineral.) —
Named after Vulpino in Lombardy. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

vulsellum, n., a forceps with serrated blades

{surgery). — ModL., fr. L. volsella, vulsella, 'a

kind of pincers', dimin. of *volsa, 'a tool for

tearing', which stands in gradational relation-

ship to vellere, 'to tear'. See vellicate and cp.

next word.

vulture, n.— ME. vultur, fr. OF. voltour, voutour

(= F. vautour), fr. L. voltur, vultur (whence also

Ruman. vultur. It. avoltojo, Proveng. voltor, Sp.

buitre. Port, abutre), lit. meaning 'the tearing

(bird)', and in gradational relationship to vellere,

'to tear'. See vellicate and cp. prec. word and

vulnerable. Cp. also wolf.

vulturine, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a

vulture. — L. vulturinus, 'pertaining to a vul-

ture, vultureUke', fr. vultur. See prec. word and

-ine (representing L. -inus).

vulturous, adj., 1) resembling a vulture; 2) rapa-

cious. — Formed with suff. -ous fr. L. vultur.

See vulture.

vulv-, form of vulvo- before a vowel.

vulva, n. — L. volva, vulva, 'womb, matrix', of

uncertain origin. It means perh. lit. 'a covering,

wrapper', and is cogn. with OI. li/vam, lilbam,

'womb, vulva', and rel. to L. volvere, 'to roll'.

See volute and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: vulv-ar, vulv-ate, adjs.

vulvitis, n., inflammation of the vulva {med.) —
A Medical L. hybrid coined fr. L. vulva (see

prec. word) and -itis, a suff. of Greek origin.

vulvo-, before a vowel vulv-, combining form de-

noting the vulva. — See vulva.

w
wabble, v. — See wobble.

wack, also whack, n., a whacky person. — Prob.

back formation fr. wacky,

wacke, n., a rock resembling sandstone. — G.
Wacke, fr. MHG. wacke, 'a large stone', fr.

OHG. wacko, 'gravel', which prob. derives fr.

OHG. wegan, 'to move' (see weigh) ; a miner's

word adopted as a geological term by the

German geologist Abraham Gottlob Werner
(1750-1817).

wacky, also whacky, adj., eccentric, irrational. —
Of imcertain origin.

wad, n., a little mass of soft material. — Du.
watten (whence also G. Watte), fr. ML. wadda
(whence also F. ouate. It. ovate, ovatta), fr.

Arab, bdtin, pi. batd'in, 'lining', a derivative of
batn, 'belly, interior', which is rel. to Heb.
bdten, Aram, bitnd, 'belly, womb, interior',

Akkad. butnu, 'interior'.— Swed. vadd, 'wad', is

an English loan word. Cp. basan.

Derivatives: wad, tr. v., wadd-er, n., wadd-ing,

n., wadd-y, adj.

wad, n., an impure earthy ore of manganese. —
Of uncertain origin.

waddle, intr. v., to walk with a swaying motion,

as a duck; to move clumsily. — Prob. freq. of
wade.

Derivatives: waddle, n., waddl-er, n., waddl-ing,

adj., waddl-ing-ly, adv.

waddy, n., a wooden war club of the Australian

aborigines. — An Australian native word.

Derivative: waddy, tr. v., to beat with a waddy.
wade, intr. and tr. v. — ME. waden, fr. OE.
wadan, 'to go, advance; to advance in water,

wade', rel. to ON. vada, Dan. vade, Swed. vada,

OFris, wada, MLG., MDu., Du. waden, OHG.
watan, MHG., G. waten, 'to wade', and cogn.

with L. vadere, 'to go', vadum, 'shoal, ford', vad-

dre, 'to wade'; It. guado, F. gue, 'ford', areTeut.

loan words. See vade mecum and cp. waddle.

Derivatives: wade, n., the act of wading, wad-

able, adj., wad-er, n., wad-ing, adj., wad-ing-ly,

adv.

wadi, wady, n., water course; oasis. — Arab.
wddi, 'valley, bed of a river, water course'

(whence also F. oued), prop, partic. of wddd, 'it

flowed'.

Wafd, n., name of the Egypt, national party

founded in 1918 by Saad Zaghlul. — Arab.

wafd, 'deputation', fr. wdfada, 'he came, arri-

ved'.

Derivative: Wafd-ist, n.

wafer, n. — ME. wafre, wafer, 'a thin cake', fr.

ONF. walfre, waufre (F. gaufre), 'honeycomb;
wafer', fr. Frankish *wafel, which is rel. toMDu.
wdfel, Du. wafel, 'wafer', OHG. waba, MHG.,
G. wabe, 'honeycomb', and to OE. wefan.

OHG. weban, 'to weave'. See weave and cp.

waffle, goffer, gopher, 'a rodent'.

Derivatives: wafer, tr. v., wafer-y, adj.

waffle, n., a crisp cake cooked over the flre in a

waffle iron. — Du. wafel, fr. MDu. v/dfeh See

prec. word.

waft, tr. v., to carry lightly through the air or

over water. — Back formation fr. obsol. wafter,

'a convoy boat', fr, Du. wachter, 'watcher', fr.

wacht, 'watch'. See wake and cp. watch.

Derivatives: waft, n., tr. and intr. v., waft-age,

n., waft-er, n., waft-y, adj.

wag, tr. v., to cause to move quickly back and
forth; intr. v., to move quickly back and forth.

— ME. waggen, from the stem of OE. wagian,

'to move, to wag', and to ON. vaga, 'to wag,

waddle', vagga, 'cradle', Swed. vagga, Dan.
vugge, of s.m., Swed. vagga, Dan. vugge, 'to

rock a cradle', MHG. wacken, 'to totter, shake',

Norw. vagga, OE. wecgan, OHG. weggen,

Goth, wagjan, 'to wag', OE. wegan, etc., 'to

move'. See weigh and words there referred to

and cp. esp. waggle, wagon, wain and the first

element in walleyed.

Derivatives: wag, n., the act of wagging, wagg-

er, n., wagg-ing, adj., wagg-y, adj.

wag, n., a roguish fellow (used playfully). —
Short for wag-halter, 'rascal', lit. 'a person

swinging in a halter', i.e. 'hanged'. See wag,

V.

Derivatives: wagg-ery, n., wagg-ish, adj., wagg-

ish-ly, adv., wagg-ish-ness, n.

wage, n. — ME. wage, it. ONF. wage (corre-

sponding to OF. and V.gage), fr. Frankish warf/,

which is rel. to Goth, wadi, OE. wedd, 'pledge'.

Cp. It. gaggio, Sp. and Port, gage, which
are French loan words, and see wed. Cp. also

vadium, vas, gage, 'pledge'.

Derivatives: wage-less, adj.

wage, tr. and intr. v. — ME. wagen, fr. ONF. wa-

gier, corresponding to OF. gagier (F. gager), fr.

ONF. wage, n. See wage, n.

Derivative: wag-ed, adj.

wager, n. — ME. wageoure, wager, fr. ONF. wa-

geure (corresponding to OF. and F. gageure), fr.

wagier (OF. gagier). See wage, v.

Derivatives: wager, tr. and intr. v., wager-er, n.,

wager-ing, adj.

waggle, intr. and tr. v.— Freq. of wag. Cp. MLG.
MDu., Du. waggelen, dial. Norw. and Swed.

vagla, 'to waggle', OHG. wagon, 'to move,
shake' (whence the intensive MHG. wacken, of

s.m., and the freq. MHG., G. wackeln, 'to totter,

shake'. Cp. also wiggle.

Derivatives: waggle, n., waggl-ing, adj., waggl-

ing-Iy, adv.

wagon, also waggon, n. — Du. wagen. See wain.



wagonette

Derivatives: wag{g)on, tr. and intr. v., wag(g)on-

er, n., wag{g)onette (q.v.)

wagonette, waggonette, n. — A hybrid coined fr.

wagon and suff. -ette.

wagtail, n. — Compounded of wag and tail; so

called from the wagging motion of its tail.

Wahabi, Wahabee, n., a follower of the Moham-

medan reformer Abdu'l Wahhab (died in 1790).

Arab, wahhdbi, formed from the PN. Wahhdb

with the gentilic suff. -i, which is rel. to Heb. -/,

a suflf. of the same force.

Wahlenbergia, n., a genus of plants of the bluebell

family {hot.) — ModL., named after the Swe-

dish botanist Goran Wahlenberg (1780-1851).

For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

waif, n., 1) anything found by chance; 2) a stray

person or animal, esp. a homeless child. — ME.

weif, waif, fr. ONF. waif, corresponding to OF.

gaif, 'something lost and not claimed' (cp. ML.

waivium, 'thing thrown away by a ^hief in flight')

prob. of Scand. origin; cp. ON. veif, 'something

flapping about', fr.veifa, 'to wave', and see waive.

Derivative: waif, tr. v.

wail, tr. and intr. v.— ME. weilen, wailen, fr. ON.

viela, vala, 'to lament', fr. vx, 'woe'. See woe.

Derivatives: wail, n., wail-er, n., wail-ful, adj.,

wail-ing, n. and adj., wail-ing-ly, adv.

wain, n., a wagon. — ME. wain, fr. OE. wiegen,

wsegn, wsen, rel. to OS., OHG. wagan, ON.,

Swed. \agn, Dan. mgn, OFris. wein, MLG.,

MDu., Du., MHG., G. wagen, and cogn. with

OI. vdhanam, 'vessel, ship', Gk. Sxo? (for

*r6yoq), OSlav. vozCi, 'carriage', Lith. vazis, 'a

small sledge', Olr. fen (for weghno-), 'carriage,

cart', W. gwain, of s.m. All thesewords are deriv-

atives of I.-E. base *wegh-, 'to move, carry'.

See weigh and cp. wagon, which is a doublet of

wain. Cp. also the first element in next word.

wainscot, n., modern panels lining the walls of

rooms. — ME. waynescote, fr. MLG. wagen-

schot, which is prob. compounded of wagen,

'wagon', and schot, 'shot, crossbar, partition'.

See prec. word and shut.

Derivatives: wainscot, tr. v., wainscol(t)-ing, n.

waist, n. — ME. wast, 'waist', lit. 'growth' (the

waist being regarded as the part where the body

is best developed), rel. to OE. wxstm, ON. voxtr,

Swed. vaxt, OHG. wahsl, 'growth, increase',

Goth, wahslus, 'stature', lit. 'growth', and to

OE. weahsan, weaxan, 'to grow'. See wax, 'to

grow'.

Derivative: waist-ed, adj.

wait, intr. and tr. v.— ME. waiten, 'to watch', fr.

ONF. waitier, corresponding to OF. guaitier,

gaitier, 'to watch' (whence F. guetter, 'to watch,

lie in wait for'), fr. Frankish *wahtdn, which is

rel. to OS., OHG. wahta, Du. wacht, MHG.
wahte, G. Wacht, 'watch', and to OHG. wah-

hen, wahhon, OE. wacian, 'to be awake'. See

wake, v., watch, and cp. wait, 'singer'.

Derivatives : wait, n., the act of waiting, wait-

-ing, n. and adj., wait-ing-ly, adv.
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wait, n., one of a band of persons singing Christ-

mas carols. — ME. wait, 'watchman', fr. ONF.

waite, corresponding to OF. guaite, gaite, 'a

watching; watchman' (whence F. gait, 'a watch-

ing'), which is either a back formation fr. OF.

guaiter, gaitier, or a loan word fr. Frankish

*wahta, 'a watching', which is rel. to OHG.
wahta. See wait, v.

waiter, n. — ME. waitere, fr. waiten, 'to watch,

wait'. See wait, v., and agential suff. -er.

waive, tr. v., to give up, to forgo. — ME. weiven,

waiven, fr. AF. weywer, corresponding to OF.

gaiver, guesver, guerer, 'to give up, abandon', fr..

gaif, 'abandoned', which is of Scand. origin. Cp.

ON. veifa, 'to wave, vibrate', which derives fr.

L-E. base *weip-, 'to move to and fro', and see

waif. Cp. also the collateral base *weib-, whence

L. vibrdre, 'to shake, vibrate", and see vibrate,

waiver, n., the act of waiving (law). — AF.

weyver, prop, an infin. ; see waive. For the subst.

use of the infin. in legal terminology cp. attain-

der and words there referred to.

wake, intr. v., to be awake; tr. v., to rouse from

sleep. — A blend of ME. waken, fr. OE. wacan,

'to wake', and ME. wakien, fr. OE. wacian, a

var. of wseccan, 'to be awake, watch' ; rel. to OS.

wakon, ON., Swed. vaka, Dan. mage, OFris.

waka, Du. waken, OHG. wahhen, wahh6n,Mi\G.,

G.M'acAen,'tobeawake', Goth.waA-an,'to watch',

OE. weccan, 'to waken' (tr.), OS. wekkian, ON.

vekja, Swed. vacka, 'to waken', Du. wecken,

'to preserve', OHG. wecchan, later wecken,

MHG., G. wecken, Goth, us-wakjan, 'to waken'

(tr.), OE. wacor, 'watchful', ON. vakr, 'lively,

awake', Dan. vakker, 'vigorous, fine, brave',

Swed. vacker, 'beautiful', MLG. wacker, 'awake

lively', Du. wakker, 'awake', OHG. wahhar,

MHG. wacker, 'awake, watchful', G. wacker,

'valiant, honest". These words are cogn. with

OI. vdjah, 'force, swiftness, race, prize', vdjdyati,

'drives on', vdjrah, 'Indra"s thunderbolt", Toch.

A wac, 'combat, battle', L. regere, vigere, 'to be

live, be active, quicken', vigil, 'awake, wakeful",

vigor, 'liveliness, activity'. Cp. awake, awaken,

waft, wait, watch, bivouac. Cp. also surveillance,

vajra, vedette, vegetable, vegetate, vigil, vigor,

wake, n., watching, vigil, watch over a dead per-

son. — ME., fr. waken, wakien, 'to wake'. Cp.

OE. -wacu (only in nihtwacu, 'night watch'), ON.

vaka, LG. wake, and see wake, v., Du. waak,

'watch, vigil', OHG. wacha, MHG., G. wache,

'watch; guard'.

Derivatives: wake, tr. v., to hold a wake over,

wake-ful, adj., wake-ful-ly, adv., wake-ful-ness,

n.

wake, n., the track left by a moving ship. — ON.

vok, 'a hole in the ice', rel. to Swed. vak, Dan.

vaage, of s.m., and to ON. vokr, 'moist, damp',

and cogn. with OI. uk^dti, 'sprinkles', Gk.

uypo?, 'moist', L. uvidus, 'wet', iimor, 'mois-

ture'. See humor and cp. words there referred to.

waken, intr. v., to be awakened; tr. v., to arouse.
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— Orig. an intr. v., fr. ME. waknen, wakenen,
fr. OE. wxcnan, wscnian, 'to rise, be born',

formed with suff. -« fr. wacan, 'to arise' ; cp. ON.
vakna, Goth, ga-waknan, 'to become awake',
and see wake, 'to be awake'. Cp. also awaken.

Walach, also Wallach, n. ~ G. Wallache, fr.

OSlav. VlachO, fr. OHG. Walh, 'one speaking
a Romance, i.e. foreign, language'. See Welsh.
Derivatives: Walach-ian, Wallach-ian, adj. and
n.

Waldenses, n. pi., a Christian sect named after its

founder Peter Waldo of Lyons.

Waldensian, adj. and n. — Formed from prec.

word with suff. -ian.

waldtaorn, n., a hunting horn. — G., lit. 'forest

horn', fr. Wald, 'forest', and Horn, 'horn'. The
first element is rel. to OE. wald, 'forest'; see

wold. The second element is rel. to OE. horn,

'horn' ; see horn.

Waldsteinia, n., a genus of plants of the rose fam-
ily (hot.) — ModL., named after the Austrian
botanist Count Franz Adam Waldstein-'War-

tenberg(1759-1873). For the ending see 1st suff.

-ia.

wale, n., a mark made on the skin by a whip; a
weal. — ME. wale, fr. OE. walu, 'ridge; mark
on flesh', rel. to LG. wdle, 'weal', OFris. walu,

'rod', ON. voir, 'a round piece of wood", Goth.
walus, 'a staff, stick', the second element in wyrt-

walu, wyrt-wala, Du. wortel, OHG. wurzala,

MHG., G. wurzel, 'root', lit. 'plant stick', Fris.,

LG. walen, 'to roll', ON. valr, 'round', and cogn.
with L. vallus (for *wal-nos), 'stake', Lith. valus,

'round'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base
*wal-, *wel-, 'to turn, bend, twist, roll'. See
volute and cp. weal, 'mark on flesh', and the sec-

ond element in gunwale. Cp. also vallum, wall.

Walhalla, n. — See Valhalla,

walk, intr. v., to move about on foot, go; tr. v.,

to go through or over. — ME. watken and
walkien, 'to walk' (prob. meaning orig. 'to roll

along'), fr. OE. wealcan, 'to roll, toss' (tr. and
intr.), resp. wealcian, 'to roll up, muffle up'
(intr.), rel. to ON. vatka, 'to drag about', Dan.
valke, Swed. valka, 'to full', MDu. walken, 'to

knead, press, full', Du. walken, 'to work or felt

(a hat)', OHG. walchan, 'to knead' (whence
MHG. walken, 'to knead, full', G. walken, 'to

full"), fr. I.-E. *walg-, whence also OI. vdlgati,

'he jumps with joy', valgd, 'bridle, rein', and
prob. also L. valgus, 'bowlegged'; cp. valgus.

OF. gauchier and It. gualcare, 'to full', are Teut.
loan words. l.-E. *walg- is an enlarged form of
base *wal-, 'to turn, bend, twist, roll'. See volute
and cp. gauche. Cp. also wale.

Derivatives: walk, n., walk-able, adj., walk-er,

n., walk-ing, adj. and n.

walk, tr. v., to full (Brit.) — ME. walken, fr.

MDu., 'to knead, press, full'. See walk, 'to go'.

walkie-talkie, n., also walky-talky, a portable re-

ceiving and transmitting radio set.

Walkyrie, n. — See Valkyrie.

wall, n. — ME., fr. OE. weall, rel. to OS., MLG.,
LG., MDu., Du. wal, MHG. wall, wal, G. Wall,

'rampart', fr. L. vallum (for *wal-nom), 'a wall
or rampart with palisades; wall, rampart'. See
vallum, and cp. interval.

Derivatives: wall, tr. and intr. v., wall-ed, adj.,

wall-ing, adj. and n.

walla, wallah, n., a person employed in a certain

business; fellow, man (Anglo-Indian). — Hind.
-wald, an agential suff. with the force of L. -drius

(see -ary and -er), generally used in the sense of
'possessor, owner, man'. Cp. the second element
in boxwallah and in topiwallah.

wallaby, n., a kind of small kangaroo. — Native
Australian.

Wallach, n. — See Walach.
wallaroo, n., a kind of large kangaroo. — Native
Australian.

wallet, n., a bag. — ME. walet, prob. metathesis
of ME. watel, 'basket, bag'. See wattle,

walleye, n., eye with a whitish cornea. — Back
formation fr. walleyed,

walleyed, adj. — ME. wawil-eghed, fr. ON. vagl-

eygr, 'walleyed', lit. 'having a beam in the eye',

fr. vagi, 'roost, beam; beam in the eye' (name of
a disease), and eigr, 'eyed, having eyes', fr. auga,
'eye'. ON. vagi is rel. to ON. vaga, 'to wag,
waddle', vdg, 'lever', vega, 'to move, carry', and
cogn. with Gk. oxXeiig (for *foxXeu<;), 'lever",

oxXeiv (for *foxXeiv), 'to move", L. vectis,

'lever, handspike", vehere, 'to carry, convey', fr.

I.-E. base *wegh-, 'to move, carry'; see weigh
and cp. vectis. For the etymology of ON. auga,
'eye', see eye.

Wallichia, n., a genus of palms (bot.) — ModL.,
named after the Danish botanist Nathaniel
Wallich (1768-1854). For the ending see 1st suff.

-ia.

Walloon, n. and adj.— MF. Wallon, lit. 'foreigner'

of Teut. origin. Cp. OHG. walh, 'foreigner', and
see Welsh,

wallop, intr. v., 1) to move heavily; 2) to gallop;

tr. v., to beat, thrash. — ME. walopen, fr. ONF.
waloper, corresponding to OF. (= F.) galoper.

See gallop.

Derivatives: wallop, n., wallop-er, n., wallop-

ing, adj. and n.

wallop, intr. v., to boil quickly and noisily (Scot.

and dial.) — Prob. of imitative origin. Cp. the
second element in pot-walloper,

wallow, intr. v. — ME. walwen, 'to turn, roU', fr.

OE. walwian, wealwian, rel. to Goth, af-walwjan,

'to roll', waltjan, 'to roll, wallow', and cogn. with
L. volvere, 'to roll'. See volute and cp. waltz.

Derivatives: wallow, n., wallow-er, n., wallow-
ing, n.

walnut, n. — ME. walnote, walnot, fr. OE.
wealhhnutu, lit. 'Celtic (or foreign) nut', fr.

wealh, 'Celtic, foreign', and hnut, 'nut'; rel. to
ON. valhnot, Dan. valned, Swed. valnot, MLG.
walnut, MDu. walnote, Du. walnoot. (G. Wal-
nufi is a LG. loan word); see Welsh and nut.



Walpurgis Night

Cp. the Late Latin name of the walnut: nux

Gallica, lit. 'Gaulish nut', rendered in MHG. by

wdlhisch nu3, 'Welsh nut'.

Walpurgis Night, witches' festival on the Brocken

on the eve of May 1. — G. fValpurgisnacht, lit.

'the night of Walpurgis', so named after St.

Walpurgis (also called St. Walburga, Walpurga),

an English missionary, who died at Heidenheim

about 780.

walpurgite, n., a hydrous bismuth uranium arse-

nate (mineral.) — Named after Walpurgis vein

in Freiberg, Saxony. For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

walrus, n. — Du., fr. Swed. vallross, fr. ON.

hrossvair (cp. OE. horshwsel), lit. 'horse whale',

fr. hross, 'horse', and hvalr, 'whale'. Cp. Dan.,

Norw. hvalros and see whale and horse.

Walter, masc. PN.— ONF. Waltier, correspond-

ing to OF. Gualtier, Gautier (F. Gautier), of G.

origin. Cp. OHG. Walthari, Walthere, lit. 'ruler

of the army', which is compounded of OHG.
waltan (whence MHG., G. walteri), 'to rule', and

OHG. hari, heri (whence MHG. her, G. Heer),

'host, army'. See wield and harry and cp.

Harold, herald.

waltz, n., a dance performed to music in triple

time. — G. Walzer, fr. walzen, 'to roll, revolve,

turn one's feet in dancing', fr. MHG., fr. OHG.
walzan, 'to roll', which is rel. to ON. velta, of

s.m.; fr. I.-E. base *wel-, 'to turn, bend, twist,

roll'. See volute and cp. valse. Cp. also wallow,

welter.

Derivatives: waltz, intr. and tr. v., waltz-er, n.

wamble, intr, v., 1) to feel nausea {obsol); 2) to

turn about; 3) to move unsteadily; to stagger.

— ME. wamlen, rel. to Dan. vamle, 'to feel

nausea', ON. vama, 'qualm, seasickness', fr.

I.-E. base *wem-, 'to vomit', whence also L. vo-

mere, 'to vomit'. See vomit.

Derivatives: wamble, n., wambl-ing, adj., wambl-

ing-ly, adv.

wampee, n., an Asiatic tree, Clausena vampi. —
Chinese hwang pi, lit. 'yellow skin'.

wampum, n., beads made of shells, worn by N.

Amer. Indians as money or as an ornament. —
Lit. 'white string of money', fr. Algonquian

wampompeag, which is compounded of wampi,

wab, 'white', ompe, 'string', and pi. suff. -ag. Cp.

peag.

wan, adj., pale. — ME., 'faint, pale', fr. OE.

warm, wan, 'livid, dark', perh. rel. to OE. wan,

'wanting, deficient', and to E. wane, want.

Derivatives: wan, n., wann-ess, wan, intr. and tr.

v., wan-ly, adv., wann-ess, n.

wand, n., a slender rod. — ME. wond, fr. ON.

vondr, 'rod', which is rel. to Goth, wandus, 'rod',

-waddjus, 'wall', OS., Du. wand, OHG., MHG.
want, G. Wand, 'wall', orig. 'wickerwork for

making walls', fr. Teut. base *wend-, 'to turn,

twist, bend', whence also OE. windan, 'to wind'.

See wind, 'to turn'. For the sense development

of OS., wand, etc., 'wall', cp. F. bdtir, 'to buUd',
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fr. Frankish *bastjan, 'to bind with bast', which

is rel. to E. bast (q.v.)

wander, intr. and tr. v.— ME. wandren, wanderen,

fr. OE. wandrian, 'to wander', which is rel. to

OFris. wondria, MLG., MDu. wanderen, MHG.,
G. wandern, 'to wander', OS. wandlon, OFris.

wantelia, MLG., MDu., Du. wandelen, OHG.
wantalon, MHG. wandelen, G. wandeln, 'to walk,

wander', and to OE. wendan, 'to turn', windan,

'to wind'. See wend and wind, 'to turn', and cp.

prec. word. Cp. also Vandal, Andalusian.

Derivatives: wander-er, n., wander-ing, n. and

adj., wander-ing-ly, adv., wander-ing-ness, n.

wanderoo, n., a large monkey of Ceylon. — Sin-

ghalese vanduru, fr. OI. vdnarafi, 'monkey'

(whence also Hind, bandar), lit. 'forest-dweller',

fr. vdnar, 'in the wood, in the forest', locative of

vdnafi, 'tree, forest, wood', which is rel. to

Avestic vand-, ModPers. bun, 'tree'.

wane, intr. v., to decrease (said esp. of the moon).

— ME. wanien, wanen, fr. OE. wanian, 'to

diminish, decline, fade, wane', rel. to OS.

wanon, ON. vana, OFris. wania, OHG. wanon,

'to wane'. These verbs derive from an Old Teut.

adj. appearing in OE. wan, ON. vanr, OS.,

OFris., OHG., MHG. wan, Goth, wans, 'want-

ing, deficient', Goth, wan, 'lack', G. Wahnsinn,

'madness', lit. 'lack of understanding', and cogn.

with L. vdnus, 'empty, vain'. See vain and cp.

wan, want, wanton.

Derivatives: wane, n. (q.v.), wan-ed, adj., wane-

y, wan-y, adj.

wane, n., the act of waning.— ME., fr. wanen, 'to

wane'. See wane, v.

Derivative: wane-less, adj.

wangle, tr. and intr. v., to obtain something by

trickery. — Prob. rel. to wankle (q.v.)

Derivatives: wangle, n., wangl-er, n.

wangtooth, n., a molar tooth (obsol. exc. dial^)—
The first element of this compound derives fr.

OE. wang, wange, 'cheek', which is rel. to OS.,

OHG. wang, wanga, ON. vangi, Dan. vange,

MDu. wanghe, MHG., G. wange, 'cheek', fr.

I.-E. base *wa-n-q-, a nasalized var. of base

*waq-, 'to be curved' ; It. guancia, 'cheek', is a

Teut. loan word. See vacillate. For the second

element see tooth.

wanion, n., a plague (a word used in imprecations

(archaic). — Fr. ME. waniand, 'the waning

moon' (regarded as unluck), prop, north, pres.

part, of wanien, fr. OE. wanian, 'to wane'. See

wane, v.

wankle, wankly, adj., unsteady, fickle (now dial.

English) — ME. wankel, fr. OE. wancol, rel. to

Du. wankel, OHG. wanchal, 'fickle' (whence

MHG. wankel, of s.m., wankelmuot, G. Wankel-

mut, 'fickleness, inconstancy', G. wankelmutig,

'fickle, inconstant'), ON. vakka, OHG. wankon,

MHG., G. wanken, 'to stagger, totter'. See

wink and cp. wonky.

want, n. — ME., fr. ON. vant, neut. of vaw,

'wanting, deficient', which is rel. to OE. wanian.

4

1729

'to diminish'. See wane, v., and cp. words there

referred to. For a similar use of the ON. neuter

suff. -t cp. scant. In later English the verb want

is derived directly from the verb want.

Derivative: want-less, adj.

want, tr. and intr. v. — ME. wanten, fr. ON.
vanta, 'to want', fr. vant, 'wanting'. See waijt,

V.

Derivatives: want-ing, adj., want-ing-ly, adv.,

want-ing-ness, n.

wanton, adj. —- ME. wantowen, wantoun, wanton,

formed fr. ME. priv. pref. wan-, 'wanting, lack-

ing, deficient, without', and pp. towen, fr. OE.
togen, pp. of teon, 'to draw, pull; to educate'.

The first element is rel. to OE. wan, 'wanting,

deficient' ; see wane, v. For the second element

see tow, 'to draw'. Hence wanton lit. means 'ill-

bred'. For sense development cp. G. ungezogen,

'ill-bred, rude, naughty' (fr. priv. pref. un- and
gezogen, pp. of ziehen, 'to draw', which is rel.

to OE. teon, 'to draw').

Derivatives: wanton, n. and intr. v., wanton-ly,

adv., wanton-ness, n.

wap, tr. and intr. v., to strike {now dial.) — ME.
wappen, prob. of imitative origin. Cp. whop.

Derivative: wap, n.

wapentake, n., name of a division in the counties

Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, North-

amptonshire, Nottinghamshire and a part of

Derbyshire, corresponding to a hundred \n other

counties. — ME., fr. Late OE. wiepengetwc, fr.

ON. vdpnatak, lit. 'touching of weapons', fr.

vdpna, gen. pi. of vdpn, 'weapon', and taka, 'to

touch' (see weapon and take); so called from the

custom of shaking lances in token of consent.

Cp. Tacitus, Germania XI.

wapiti, n., a North American elk, Cervus cana-

densis. — Of Algonquian origin.

war, n. — ME., fr. Late OE. werre, fr. ONF.
werre (OF., F. guerre), fr. OHG. werra, 'confu-

sion, strife, quarrel' [whence OHG. werran, fir-

werran (MHG. werren, verwerren, G. verwir-

ren)], 'to confuse, perplex", which is rel. to ON.
vorr, 'stroke of the oar' ; prob. fr. I.-E. base

*wers-, 'to sweep, drag', whence also L. ver-

rere, 'to sweep, trail, draggle', OSlav. vruchg,

vresti, 'to thrash', vrachU, 'thrashing', Hitt.

warshiya-, 'to plow' (or 'to reap"). See verricule

and cp. guerrilla. Cp. also worse.

Derivatives: war, warr-er, n.

waratah, n., an Australian shrub. — Native

Australian.

warble, tr. and intr. v., to sing with trills. — ME.
werblen, werbelen, fr. ONF. werbler {= OF.
guerbler), of Teut. origin. Cp. Du. wervelen, G.
wirbeln, 'to whirl, roll, warble', Du. wervel,

'vertebra', OHG. wirbil, 'whirlwind', MHG.
wirbel, 'crown of the head, top, summit', G.
Wirbel, 'whirl; whirlpool; whirlwind; crown
of the head; tuning peg; vertebra', ON. hvirfill,

'circle, ring, crown of the head, top, summit'.

See whirl and cp. wharf.

warden

Derivatives: warble, n., the act of warbling,

warbl-er, n., warbl-ing, n.

warble, n., a small hard tumor on horses or cattle.

— Of uncertain origin.

warble fly, afly of the family Oestridae.— So called

because its larvae cause warbles. See prec. word.

ward, tr. v., to fend off, protect. — ME. wardien,

fr. OE. weardian, 'to keep, guard', rel. to OS.
wardon, 'to guard, keep', ON. varda, Swed.

v&rda, 'to guard', OFris. wardia, MDu. waerden,

'to take care of, OHG. warten, 'to guard, look

out for, expect', MHG., G. warten, 'to wait,

wait on, nurse, tend'. Cp. ONF. warder, F.

guarder, 'to keep, preserve, watch over'. It. guar-

dare, Sp. and Port, guardar, of s.m., which all

are Teut. loan words. Cp. also next word,

award, guard, regard, reward, warden and the

first element in wardrobe. The above mentioned

Teut. words derive fr. I.-E. base *wer-, 'to guard,

keep safe, protect', whence also OE. warian, 'to

guard, watch over'. See ware, 'alert', and cp.

words there referred to.

ward, n., one who guards (obsol.)— ME., fr. OE.
weard, masc. 'a watchman, sentry, guardian',

rel. to OS. ward, ON. vordr, OHG. wart (al-

most only in compounds), MHG., G. wart,

Goth, -wards (only in compounds), 'watchman,

keeper', and to OE. weard, fem. 'keeping watch,

guarding, protection'. See ward, 'the act of

guarding', and cp. the second element in Ed-

ward, lord.

ward, n., the act of guarding. — ME., fr. OE
weard, fem. 'a keeping watch, guarding, protec

tion", rel. to OS. warda, 'watch', ON. vardi.

varda, 'watchtower', MDu. waerde, 'watch

tower', Dan. varde, Swed. vard, 'care, nursing',

OHG. warta, MHG., G. warte, 'a watching,

watchtower'. F. garde, Sp. guarda, 'custody,

guard', are Teut. loan words. See ward, v. and

cp. guard. Cp. also prec. word.

-ward, adj. and adv. suff. indicating direction. —
ME. -werd, -ward, fr. OE. -weard, rel. to

OS., OFris. -ward, ON. -verdr, and cogn.

with Olr. frith, 'against', Toch. B wrattsai,

'against', fr. I.-E. base *wer-, 'to turn, twist',

whence also L. vertere, pp. versus, 'to turn'. See

version and cp. versus. Cp. also toward. The -s

in OE. -weardes, OHG. -wertes, etc., is the suff.

of the adverbial gen. See adv. suff. -s.

warden, n., keeper, watchman. — ME. wardein,

fr. ONF. wardein, fr. warder, 'to ward, keep',

which is of Teut. origin. Cp. OS. wardon, OE.
weardian, 'to guard, keep", and see ward, v.

ONF. wardein, corresponds to AF. gardein,

OF., F. gardien. Cp. G. Wardein, 'assayer;

judge', which is also a loan word fr. ONF.
wardein. Cp. also guardian, which is a doublet

of warden.

warden, wardon, n., a variety of pear. — ME.
wardon, fr. ONF. warder, 'to keep' ; see ward, v.

ME. wardon orig. meant 'that which may be
kept (for a long time)'.
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wardite, n., a hydrous aluminum phosphate

(mineral.) — Named after the American min-

eralogist Henry A. Ward (1834-1906). For the

ending see subst. suff. -Ite.

wardrobe, n. — ME. warderobe, fr. ONF. warde-

robe, fr. warder, 'to guard', and robe, 'robe'. Cp.

OF. (= F.) s"rderobe and see ward, v., and

robe,

-wards, adv. suff. — ME., fr. OE. -weardes, gen.

sing. neut. of the adj. suff. -weard. See -ward.

Cp. OS., MLG. -wardes, Du. -waarts, OHG.,

MHG. -wertes, G. -warts, Goth, -wairps, and

see -ward and adv. suff. -s.

ware, n., goods. — ME., fr. OE. waru, 'goods,

ware', rel. to Late ON. and Swed. vara, Dan.

vare, OFris. were, MDu. were, ware, Du. waar,

MHG., G. ware, 'goods'. OE. waru, 'goods,

ware', etc. are prob. rel. to OE. waru, 'protec-

tion, custody', and to OE. wsr, 'aware, cau-

tious', MHG. ware, 'attention' ^see ware, 'alert').

Accordingly the noun ware would have meant

orig. 'that which is kept in custody'.

ware, adj., alert, cautious (archaic). — ME. war,

fr. OE. wxr, 'aware, cautious', rel. to ON. varr,

'attentive', Dan., Swed. var, 'aware', Goth, wars,

'cautious', OS. giwar, MDu. ghewdre, OHG.
giwar, MHG. gewar, G. gewahr, 'aware', OE.

warian, OS. waron, ON. vara, OFris. waria,

OHG. biwaron, 'to guard', G. wahren, 'to pre-

serve', fr. l.-E. base *wer-, 'to be or become

aware of; to guard, keep safe, protect', whence

also L. vererf, 'to observe with awe, revere,

respect, fear', Gk. oJpo; (prob. for *f6pFo?),

'watchman" opav (for *fopav), 'to see', &>pa.

(for*fcopa), 'care, concern', Homeric Gk. km
opovTai, 'they watch over', Hitt. werite-, 'to be

afraid'. See ward, v., and cp. aware, beware,

garage, regard, reward, warden, warn. Cp. also

Arcturus, ephor, pylorus, revere, verecund, Vere-

tillum. Cp. also the second element in cosmora-

ma and in words there referred to.

ware, v., to take heed of, beware. — ME. waren,

fr. OE. warian, 'to guard against", which is rel.

to wxr, 'aware'. See ware, 'alert', and cp. be-

ware,

war game, n., kriegspiel. — Loan translation of

G. Kriegspiel, which is a compound of Krieg,

'war', and Spiel, 'game'. Cp. kriegspiel.

warison, n., protection, help, reward. — ME.,

'reward', fr. ONF., 'protection, provision', fr.

warir, 'to protect', corresponding to OF. gari-

son, resp. garir. See garrison,

warlock, n., wizard, magician. — ME. warloghe,

'deceiver, traitor", fr. OE. wxrioga, 'belier, trai-

tor', which is compounded of wxr, 'agreement,

treaty; faith', and loga-, 'liar". The first element

is cogn. with L. verus, 'true'; see very, adj. The

second element derives from the stem oigelogen,

pp. ofleogan, 'to lie', see lie, 'to tell an untruth'.

Derivative: warlock, n.

warm, adj. — ME., fr. OE. wearm, rel. to OS.,

OFris.. MLG., MDu., Du., OHG., MHG., G.

warm, ON. varmr, Dan., Swed., Norw. varm,

Goth, warmjan, 'to warm', fr. L-E. base *g^her-,

'warm', whence also OL gharmdfi, 'heat'.

Arm. jerm, 'warm', Gk. ^(>[1.6q (for *g^hermos),

'warm', L. formus, 'warm', fornus, forndx,

'oven'. Alb. zjarm, 'heat', OSlav. goriti, gorgti,

Lett, gariit, gareti, 'to burn', OSlav. vara, 'heat',

variti, 'to cook, boil' (tr.), virja, vriti, 'to seethe,

boil' (intr.), Lith. verdu, virti, 'toseethe' (tr.),

versme, 'source', Lett, wersme, ga'rme, OPruss.

gorme, 'heat', OPruss. goro, 'hearth', OSlav.

gorika, 'bitter' (lit. 'burning'), 0\r. fogeir, 'heat-

ed', Mir. gorim, guirim, 'I warm, heat', Ir. gor,

'heat, hatching', Olr. goirt, 'bitter' (lit. 'burn-

ing'), Toch. A carme, 'warm', Hitt. war-, 'to

burn'. Cp. forceps, Fornax, fornicata, furnace.

Cp. also tlierm and words there referred to.

Derivatives: warm, tr. v., and n., warm-ed, adj.,

warm-ed-ly, adv., warm-er, n., warm-ing, n.

warmth, n.— ME. wermth, rel. to MLG. wermede,

Du. warmte, MHG. wermede, 'warmth'. See

warm and subst. suff. -th.

warn, tr. v. — ME. warnien, warnen, fr. OE.

warnian, warenian, 'to warn, admonish', rel. to

MDu. waernen, 'to provide, warn', ON. varna,

'to admonish', OHG. warnon, 'to take heed',

MHG., G. warnen, 'to warn', and to OE. wser,

'aware, cautious'. See ware, 'alert', and cp. words

there referred to. Cp. also garnish.

Derivatives: warn-er, n., warn-ing, n. and adj.,

warn-ing-ly, adv.

warp, n. — ME., fr. OE. wearp, rel. to MLG.
warp, OHG., MHG. warf, 'warp', ON. varp,

'cast of a net', Dan. varp, 'warp', and to OE.

weorpan, 'to throw' ; see warp, v. In some senses

the noun warp derives directly from the verb

warp.

warp, tr. v., to bend, twist; to distort; intr. v., to

become bent or twisted. — ME. warpen, fr. OE.

weorpan, 'to throw', rel. to OS. werpan, ON. ver-

pa, 'to throw', Dan. vierpe, Swed. vdrpa, 'to lay

eggs', OFris. werpa, MLG., Du. werpen, OHG.
werpan,werfan,}A'AG.,G.werfen,GoX\i.wairpan,

'to throw', and cogn. with Lith. verpiii, vefpti,

'to spin', varpste, 'spool, distaff'. See vervain and

cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: warp-ed, adj., warp-er, n., warp-ing,

n. and adj.

warrant, n. — ME. warant, warrant, fr. ONF.

warant (corresponding to OF. guarant, garant,

F. garant), 'a warrant", fr. OHG. werento,

'guarantor", prop. pres. part, of weren, giweren,

'to guarantee' (whence MHG. wern, gewern, G.

gewdhren, 'to grant', fr. I.-E. base *wer-, 'to be

kind, show kindness', whence also ON. vxrr,

'kind, friendly, pleasing', OHG. miii-wdri,

'gentle, mild', and prob. also the second element

in L. severus, 'severe'. See severe and cp. warren,

guarantee, quo warranto. ONF. warant and OF.

garant were influenced in form by ONF. warir,

resp. OF. garir, 'to defend' (see garret).

warrant, tr. v. — ME. waranten, fr. ONF. waran-
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tir (corresponding to OF. guarantir, ga'rantir, F.

garantir), fr. warant. See warrant, n.

Derivatives: warrant-able, adj., warrant-ee, n.,

warrant-er, n., warrant-or, n., warranty (q.v.)

warranty, n. — ME., fr. ONF. warantie corre-

sponding to OF. guarantie,garantie(F.garantie).

See warrant, v., and -y (representing F. -ie), and
cp. guaranty, which is a doublet of warranty.

warren, n., 1) a piece of land enclosed for keeping
game (obsol. except hist.) ; 2) a piece of land pre-

served for the breeding of rabbits. ^ ME.
warenne, fr. ONF. warenne (F. garenne), which
prob. derives fr. OHG. weren, 'to guarantee',

but was influenced in form by ONF. warir, 'to

defend'. See warrant, n.

Derivative: warren-er, n.

warrener, n., a keeper of a warren.— ME. waren-

ner, fr. ONF. warennier, fr. warenne. See prec.

word and agential suff. -er.

warrigal, n., the dingo. — Native Australian.

warrior, n. — ME. werreour, werriour, fr. ONF.
werreieor (corresponding to OF. guerreor), fr.

werreier, 'to make war', fr. werre (correspond-

ing to OF., F. guerre), 'war'. See war and 2nd
-ior.

wart, n. — ME., fr. OE. wearte, rel. to OS. warta,

ON. varta, Swed. varta, Dan. vorten, OFris.

warte, Du. wrat, OHG. warza, MHG., G. wane,
'wart", and to OE. wearr, 'callosity', and cogn.

with OI. yardman-, 'height, point', vdr^i^thafi,

'the highest", L. verrUca (for *versucd) 'ex-

crescence, swelling, wart', OSlav. vriichu, 'sum-

mit", Lith. virsiis, 'the upper; summit", Olr. /err,

'better", orig. 'higher'. Cp. verruca.

Derivatives: wart-ed, wart-y, adjs.

warwickite, n., a titanate and borate of iron and
magnesium [mineral.)— Named after Warwick,

New York. For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

wary, adj., cautious, watchful. — Formed fr.

ware,-adj., with adj. suff. -y.

Derivatives: wari-ly, adv., wari-ness, n.

was,v.— ME.,fr.OE.>v'ir.j, 1 stand 3rd pers. sing, of

wesan, 'to be", rel. to OS. wesan, ON. vesa, vera,

OFris. wesa, MDu. wesen, Du. wezen, OHG.
wesan, 'to be', MHG. wesen, 'to be' (whence G.
Wesen, 'being; essence'), Goth, wisan, 'to be',

Goth, weists, OHG. wist, ON. visi, 'essence', fr.

I.-E. base *wes-, 'to dwell, stay', whence also OI.

vdsati, 'he dwells, stays', Toch. A washt, B ost,

'house', washamo, 'companion, fellow', and
prob. also Gk.laTta (for * feoTi S )

, 'the hearth

of the house", and L. Vesta, name of the goddess
of the hearth". Cp. Hestia, Vesta and the first

element in wassail.

wash, tr. and intr. v. — ME. waschen, wasshen,

fr. OE. wascan, wsescan, which is rel. to OS.,

OHG. wascan, ON., Swed. vaska, Dan. vaske,

MDu. wasscen, Du. wassen, MHG., G. waschen;

prob. fr. Teut. *wat-sk6, fr. base *wat-, 'water';

see water. Accordingly the above Teut. words
orig. meant 'to rinse in water'. For sense devel-

opment cp. OF. waschier, guashier, 'to mix, to

row', gdcher, 'to mix mortar' (fr. Prankish

*waskan, 'to wash'), which must have had the

original meaning 'to stir up in water'.

Derivatives: wash, n., wash-able, adj., wash-er,

n., wash-ing, n., wash-y, adj., wash-i-ly, adv.,

wash-i-ness, n.

Washingtonia, n., a genus of palms of Cahfornia

(hot.) — ModL., named after George Washing-

ton (1732-99). For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

wasp, n. — ME. waspe, fr. OE. wsefs, wseps, wassp,

rel. to OS. waspa, MDu. wespe, Du. wesp, OHG.
wafsa, wefsa, MHG. wefse, webse, wespe,

G. Wespe, Dan. hveps, and cogn. with OI.

Urmvabhili, 'spider', lit. 'wool-spinner', Avestic

vawazaka-, 'scorpion' (prop, 'a spiderlike ani-

mal'), L. vespa, OSlav. vosa, Lith. vapsd, 'gad-

fly', OPruss. wobse, Russ. osa, 'wasp', OBret.

guohi, Co. guhien, 'wasp', Olr. foick, 'drone'.

All these words are derivatives of I.-E. base

*webh-, *wobh-, 'to weave'; see weave and cp.

words there referred to. The wasp is called 'the

weaver', in allusion to the weblike form of its

nest.

Derivatives: wasp-en, wasp-ish, adjs., wasp-ish-

ly, adv., wasp-ish-ness, n., wasp-ling, n., wasp-y,

adj.

wassail, n., ]) a drinking bout; 2) a toast. — ME.
weseil, wassail, 'be whole, be healthy', fr. ON.
ves heill, 'be hail, be healthy', fr. ves, imper. of

vesa, 'to be', and heill, 'whole, healthy, pros-

perous'. Cp. theOE. greeting formula wespH hdl,

'be thou healthy', and see was and hail, 'to greet'.

Derivatives: wassail, intr. and tr. v., wassail-er

n.

wassaUer, n. — Coined by Milton fr. wassail, v.

(see prec. word), and agential suff. -er.

wastage, n. — A hybrid coined from the verb

waste and -age, a suff. of ult. Latin origin.

waste, adj. — ME. wast, waste, fr. ONF. wast

(corresponding to OF. guast), fr. L. vastus,

'empty, waste, desert' (whence also It. guasto.

Proven?, gast. Port, gasto and MHG. waste, of

s.m.), but influenced in form by OE. weste,

'waste', and its other Teut. correspondences:

OS. wdsti, Du. woest, OHG. wuosti (MHG.
wueste, G. wust), of s.m. OE. weste, etc., are

cogn. with L. vastus, and prob. also with L.

vdnus, 'empty, void, vain'. See vain and cp.

devastate.

waste, tr. and intr. v. — ME. wasten, fr. ONF.
waster, which corresponds to OF. guaster, gater,

'to waste' (whence F. gater, 'to spoU', fr. L.

vdstdre, 'to make empty, desolate, lay waste', fr.

vastus (see prec. word), but influenced in form

by pre-Teut. *wdstu, 'waste'. Cp. wastrel. Cp.

also OProven?. g(u)astar. It. guastare, 'to lay

waste; to spoil', Sp. gastar, 'to waste, consume',

which also derive fr. L. vdstdre.

Derivatives: wast-er, n., wast-ing, n. and adj.,

wast-ing-ly, adv., wast-ing-ness, n.

waste, n., desert. — ME., fr. ONF. wast, n., fr.

wast, adj. See waste, adj.
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Derivatives: waste-ful, adj., waste-ful-ly, adv.,

waste-ful-ness, n., waste-less, adj.

wastrel, n., 1) a spendthrift; 2) a good-for-noth-

ing. — Formed from the verb waste with the

depreciatory suff. -rel. Cp. mongrel, scoundrel.

Derivative: wastrel, adj.

watch, intr. and tr. v. — ME. wacchen, fr. OE.

wxccan, rel. to OE. wacian, 'to be awake, to

watch'. See wake, v., and cp. next word.

Derivatives: watch-er, n., watch-ing, adj. and n.,

watch-ing-ly, adv.

watch, n. — ME. wacche, fr. OE. wxcce, 'vigil,

watch', fr. wxccan. See watch, v.

Derivatives: watch-ful, adj., watch-ful-ly, adv.,

watch-ful-ness, n., watch-less, adj., watch-less-

ness, n.

water, n.— ME. water, fr. OE. wxter, rel. to OS.

watar, OFris. wetir, weter, wetter, LG., Du.

water, OHG. wassar, MHO. wajjer, G. If'a.s.ser,

ON. va/n, Swed. va«e«, Dan. vand, Goth, vea^o,

'water', OE. wxt, 'wet', fr. I.-E. base *wsed-,

*wdd-, *ud-, 'water', whence also Hitt. watar,

gen. wetenash, 'water', OI. udndh, uddn-, uda-

kdm, 'water', anudrd(t, 'waterless', litsafi, 'source',

unddti, undtti, 'it sprinkles, moistens', Gk.

SStop, 'water', 6Spta, 'waterpot, pitcher', iKvu-

8poq, 'waterless', OSlav., Russ., etc., voda,

'water', Lith. vandud, 'water', Lett, udens,

OPruss. wundan, unds, 'water'. Arm. get (for

*wedo-), 'river'. Alb. uje, 'water', L. unda, 'wave',

uter, 'leather bag', Umbr. utur, 'water', Olr.

usee, uisce, 'water'. Cp. wash, wet, otter and the

second element in kirschwasser. Cp. also anhy-

drous, dropsy, Ephydra, hydra, hydria, hydro-,

hydropsy, klepsydra, Lutra, undate, undulate,

usquebaugh, utricle, Utricularla, vodka, whisky.

Derivatives: water, v. (q.v.), water-y, adj., water-

i-ness, n.

water, tr. and intr. v. — ME. wateren, fr. OE.

wxterian, fr. wxter, 'water'. See water, n.

Derivatives: water-ed, adj., water-ing, n. and

adj., water-ing-ly, adv.

watershed, n. — Loan translation of G. iVasser-

scheide.

Watsonia, n., a genus of plants of the iris family

(bot.) — ModL., named after the English bot-

anist Sir William Watson (1715-87). For the end-

ing see 1st suff. -ia.

watt, n., unit of the electrical power. — Named
after the Scottish inventor James Watt (1736-

1819).

Watteau, adj., pertaining to, or made in the style

of, the French painter Jean-Antoine Watteau

(1684-1721).

wattle, n., a fleshy part hanging from the throat

or chin ofsome birds and reptiles. — ME. watel,

'hurdle; basket, bag', fr. OE. watol, watel; of

uncertain origin. Cp. wallet.

Derivatives: wattle, tr. v., wattl-ed, adj., wattl-

ing, n.

wattless, adj., without electric power. — Lit.

'without watts', formed fr. watt and suff. -less.

wave, intr. and tr. v. — ME. waven, fr. OE.

wafian, 'to wave, brandish', rel. to ON. vafra,

vafla, 'to hover about', vdfa, 'to swing, waver',

fr. I.-E. base *webh-, 'to move to and fro; to

weave'. See weave and cp. waver. Cp. also

wabble, wobble.

Derivatives: wave, n. (q.v.), wav-ed, adj., wav-

ing, a. and adj., wav-ing-ly, adv.

wave, n. — Fr. wave, v.; confused with ME.
wawe, waghe, 'a wave' (which is rel. to ON. vagr,

'sea' ; see vogue).

Derivatives: waveless (q.v.), adj., wav-y, adj.,

wav-i-ly, adv., wav-i-ness, n.

waveless, adj. — Formed fr. wave with suflf. -less;

first used by the English playwright George

Peele in his play David and Bethsabe (1599).

Derivatives: waveless-ly, adv., waveless-ness, n.

wavelet, n., a little wave. — A hybrid coined fr.

wave and -let, a suff. of French origin.

wavellite, n., a basic aluminum phosphate {min-

eral.) — Named after the English physician

William Wavell, its discoverer. For the ending

see subst. sufi". -ite.

waver, intr. v. — ME. waveren, rel. to MHG.
wabern, 'to waver', and to OE. wxfre, 'wavering,

restless', ON. vafra, 'to hover about', vdfa, 'to

swing, waver'. See wave, v., and cp. wobble.

Derivatives: waver-er, n., waver-ing, adj., waver-

ing-ly, adv., waver-ing-ness, n., waver-y, adj.

wavey, wavy, n., a snow goose.— Fr. Algonquian

wava, 'snow goose'.

waw, n., name of the 6th letter of the Hebrew al-

phabet. — Heb. wdw, 'hook' ; so called in allu-

sion to the ancient form of this letter. Cp. vau.

wax,n., beeswax.— ME. wax, fr, OE. weax, rel. to

OS., OHG., MHG. wahs, ON., Swed. vax, Dan.

voks, Du. was, G. Wachs, and cogn. with OSlav.

vosku, Lith. vaskas, Lett, vasks, Pol. wosk,

Russ., Czech, Slovak vosk, 'wax'. All these

words are derivatives of I.-E. base *weg-, 'to

weave', and lit. 'mean that which is woven (by

the bees)'. See wick and cp. veil, n.

Derivatives: wax, tr. v., to cover with wax, wax-

en, adj., waxy (q.v.)

wax, intr. v., to grow. — ME. waxan, fr. OE.

weaxan, 'to grow', rel. to OS., OHG. wahsan,

ON. vaxa, Swed. vdxa, Dan. vokse, OFris. waxa,

Du. wassen, MHG. wahsen, G. wachsen, Goth.

wahsjan, 'to grow', fr. I.-E. base *aw{e)ks-,

*auks-, *weks-, 'to grow, increase', whence also

OI. vakfdyati, 'causes to grow", liksati, 'grows

strong', Toch. B auks-, A oks-, 'to grow', B

aukfu, A okfu, 'old', Gk. *a{fU|£iv, a^^ctv,

aijEdiveiv, 'to increase'. Cp. the related base

*aweg-, *aug-, 'to grow, increase', whence L.

augere, 'to increase', and see auction and words

there referred to. Cp. also waist.

Derivatives: wax-ing, adj., wax-ing-ly, adv.

wax, n., anger {slang). — Of uncertain origin.

waxy, adj., resembling wax. — Formed fr. wax,

'beeswax', with adj. suff. -y.

Derivative: waxi-ness, n.
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waxy, adj., angry {slang). — Formed fr. wax,

'anger', with adj. suff. -y.

way, n.— ME. wei, way, fr. OE. weg, rel. to OS.,

Du. weg, ON. vegr, Swed. vag, Dan. vei, OFris.

wei, OHG., weg, MHG. wee, G. Weg, Goth, wigs,

'way', fr. I.-E. base *wegh-, 'to move'. See weigh

and cp. wain. Cp. also -ways, wayward, away,

and the second element in Norway, Norwegian.

waylay, tr. v., to ambush. — Composed of way

and lay, 'to put, place'; formed after MLG.
wegelagen, 'to lie in wait', fr. wegelage, 'a lying

in wait', lit. 'a besetting of the roads'.

Derivatives: waylay-er, n., waylay-ing, verbal n.

-ways, suflf.— ME. -weys, -ways, fr. weyes, wayes,

ways, gen. of wey, way, 'way'. See way and adv.

suflf. -s.

wayward, adj., capricious.— ME. weiward,&phet-

ic for aweiward, lit. 'turned away'. See away and

-ward.

Derivatives: wayward-ly, adv., wayward-ness, n.

wayzgoose, n., printers' entertainment held an-

nually. — Fr. earlier waygoose, which is of un-

certain origin.

we, personal pron. — ME., OE. we, rel. to OS.

wl, we, ON. ver, OSwed. wi{r), Swed., Dan. vi,

OFris. wi, ODu. wi, wii, wij, Du. wij, OHG.,
MHG., G. wir, Goth, weis, 'we', and cogn. with

OI. vaydm, OPers. vayam, Toch. A was, B wes,

Hitt. wesh, 'we', OSlav. vg, 'we two', Lith. vedu

'we two'.

weak, adj.— ME. weik, fr. ON. veikr, rel. to OE.

wdc, OS. wek, Swed. vek, MDu. weec, Du. week,

'weak, soft, tender', OHG. weih, 'yielding, soft',

MHG., G. weich, 'soft', which derive from the

stem of ON. vikja, resp. OE. wican, OS. wikan,

MDu. wiken, OHG. wihhan, MHG. wlchen, G.

weichen, 'to give way, yield'. These words are

rel. to OE. wice, 'office, duty', prop, 'succession',

and cogn. with L. vicis, 'change'. See vicarious

and cp. week.

Derivatives: weak-en,tT. and intr. v., weak-en-er,

n., weak-en-ing, n., weak-ish, adj., weak-ish-ly,

adv., weak-ish-ness, n., weakling {q.v.), weak-ly,

adj. and adv., weak-ness, n.

weakling, n., a weak creature. — Coined by the

English reformer William Tyndale ( 1484 ?- 1 536)

as a loan translation of Luther's Weichling (fr.

G. weich, 'soft'). For the ending see suflf. -ling.

weal, n., welfare. — ME. wele, fr. OE. wela,

'prosperity', rel. to OE. wei, 'well'. See well, adv.
,

and cp. wealth.

weal, n., mark made on the skin by a whip. — A
var. of wale (q.v.)

weald, n., forest; wold, — OE. (W. Saxon) weald,

'forest' ; a var. of wold.

Wealden, adj., pertaining to the lowest part of the

Lower Cretaceous system {geol.) — From The

Weald, a district in southern England ; so called

because this formation occurs chiefly in The

Weald.

Derivative: Wealden, n., the Wealden forma-

tion. For the ending see adj. sufiF. -«i.

wealth, n. — ME. welthe, fr. wele, 'weal'. See

weal, 'welfare', and subst. suflf. -th.

Derivatives: wealth-y, adj., wealth-i-ly, adv.,

wealth-i-ness, n.

wean, tr. v., to accustom a child gradually to food

other than its mother's milk. — ME. wenen, 'to

wean', fr. OE. wenian, 'to accustom, train; to

wean', rel. to OE. gewennan, ON. venja, Swed.

vdnja, Du. vennen, OHG. giwennan, MHG. ge-

wenen, G. gewohnen, 'to accustom', G. ent-

wohnen, 'to wean' (lit. 'to disaccustom'), OE.
wunian, 'to be accustomed to'. See wont.

Derivatives: wean-er, n., wean-ling, n.

weapon, n. — ME. wepen, fr. OE. wxpen, 'weap-

on', rel. to OS. wdpan, ON. vdpn, Swed. vapen

Dan. vaaben, OFris. wepin, MDu. wdpen, Du.

wapen, OHG. waffan, later wdfan, MHG. wdfen,

G. Waffe, Goth, wepna (pi.); in E. weapon and

in G. Waffe, the orig. long vowel was shortened

before the two following consonants {pn resp.

jf). Cp. the first element in wapentake.

Derivatives: weapon, tr. v., weapon-ed, adj.,

weapon-less, adj., weapon-ry, n.

wear, tr. v., to carry on the body; intr. v., to be

worn or used; to last. — ME. weren, fr. OE.
werian, 'to wear (clothes)', rel. to ON. verja,

OHG. werien, Goth, wasjan, 'to clothe", Goth.

wasti, 'garment', fr. I.-E. base *wes-, 'to clothe',

whence also L. vestis, 'garment', vestire, 'to

clothe'. See vest, n., and cp. words there referred

to.

Derivatives: wear, n., wear-able, adj., wear-er,

n., wear-ing, adj.

wear, tr. and intr. v., to turn (a ship) about, to

veer. — Corruption of veer (q.v.)

weary, adj. — ME. wery, fr. OE. werig, 'weary',

rel. to OS. worig, 'weary', OE. worian, 'to

wander; to totter', ON. drar, 'bewilderment',

OHG. wuorag, 'intoxicated', and cogn. with

Gk. wpSxtSv, 'to faint', fr. I.-E. base *wdr-,

'giddiness'.

Derivatives: weari-ly, adv., weari-ness, n.

weary, intr. and tr. v. — ME. werien, fr. OE.

werigian, fr. werig. See weary, adj.

Derivatives: weary-ing, adj., wear-ing-ly, adv.

weasand, n., the windpipe. — ME. wesand, fr.

OE. wsesend, wdsend, rel. to OS. wdsendi, OFris.

wdsande, OHG. weisant, weisont, weisunt,

MHG. weisen.

weasel, n.— ME. wesel, wesele, fr. OE. wesle, rel.

to ON. visla, Dan. vxsel, MDu. wesel, Du.

wezel, OHG. wisula, MHG. wisele, G. Wiesel.

These words are prob. diminutives formed fr.

Teut. *wis{j)o-, 'fitchew', which is cogn. with L.

vissid, 'stench'. Accordingly weasel lit. means

'the malodorous animal'. L. visio and OE.
wesle, etc., derive from the I.-E. imitative base

*wis; 'to break wind'. Cp. OF. voisson, 'fit-

chew', which comes fr. L. vissid, Cp. also bison.

weather, n. — ME. weder, 'storm', fr. OE. weder,

rel. to OS. wedar, ON. vedr, Swed. vdder, Dan.
veir, OFris., MDu., Du. weder, OHG. wetar.
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MHG. weter, G. IVetter, 'storm, wind, weather',

and cogn. with OSlav. vetru, OPruss. wetro,

'wind', Lith. vetra, 'storm', OSlav. vedro, 'good

weather", vedrii, 'serene' (said of the weather),

and prob. also with Ol. vatah, 'wind'. See wind,

'air in motion', and cp. wither.

Derivatives: weather, tr. and intr. v., weather,

adj. (q.v.), weathering (q.v.), weather-ly, adj.,

weather-li-ness, n., weather-y, adj.

weather, adj., windward. — Fr. weather, n.

weathering, n., slope given to a surface to throw

off rain (archit.) — Formed fr. weather, v. (see

weather, n.), with -ing, suff. formingverbalnouns.

weave, tr. and intr. v. — ME. weven, fr. OE.

wefan, rel. to ON. vefa, Dan. vxve, Swed. vava,

MLG., MDu., Du. weven, OHG. weban, MHG.,
G. weben, 'to weave', from I.-E. base *webh-, 'to

move to and fro ; to move to and fro before the

distaff; to weave', whence also OI. ubhnati, um-

bhdti, 'he laces together', urm-vabhih, 'spider',

lit. 'wool-weaver', Avestic ubdaena, 'woven fab-

ric', Pers. bdftdn, 'to weave', Gk. uQif], S90?,

'web', U9atv£iv, 'to weave'. Alb. \en (for *webh-

nid), 'I weave'. Cp. wafer, wasp, wave, wax, n.,

web, Webster, weevil, weft, wobble, woof. Cp.

also baft, hypha, vespiary.

Derivatives: weave, n., weav-er, n., weav-er-ess,

n., weav-ing, n.

weazen, n. — A var. of wizen,

web, n. — ME., fr. OE. webb, which is rel. to OS.

webbi, ON. vefr, Dan. vxv, Swed. vdf, Du.

webbe, web, OHG. weppi, MHG. weppe, webbe,

OHG. giwebi, MHG., G. gewebe, 'web', and to

OE. wefan, 'to weave'. See weave and cp. abb.

Derivatives: web, tr. v., webb-ed, adj., webb-er,

n., webb-ing, n.

Webster, n., a weaver (obsol.) — ME., fr. OE.

webbesire, 'a female weaver', fern, of webba,

'weaver', fr. webb, 'web". See prec. word and

-ster.

websterite, n., a variety of aluminite (mineral.) —
Named after the Scottish geologist Thomas

iVebster (1773-1844). For the ending see subst.

suff. -ite.

wed, tr. and intr. v.— ME. wedden, 'to pledge; to

engage, wed', fr. OE. weddian, 'to promise,

pledge, wed, marry', rel. to ON. vedja, Dan.

vedde, 'to bet, wager', Swed. vddja, 'to bet,

wager, appeal", OFris. weddia, 'to promise',

MLG., Du. wedden, MHG., G. wetten, 'to bet,

wager" Goth, ga-wadjon, 'to betroth'. These

verbs derive from the respective nouns: OE.

wed, wedd, 'pledge, security', ON. ved, Dan.

vedde, 'pledge", Swed. vdd, 'wager, appeal", OS.

weddi, OFris. wedd, 'pledge', OHG. wetti,

'pledge", MHG. wette, wet, 'pledge, contract,

fine", G. Wette, 'bet, wager", Goth, wadi, 'pledge,

earnest money", MLG. wedde, 'pledge, wager',

MDu., Du. wedde, 'pay, salary, wages', fr. L-E.

base *wadh; 'pledge; to redeem a pledge',

whence also L. vas, gen. vadis, 'bail, security',

vadimonium, 'security', praes (fr. earlier praevi-

des), 'surety, security, bail' [for *pre-vas (lit.

'surety before somebody', compounded ofprae,

'before', and vas, 'bail, security')], and Lith. va-

duoti, 'to redeem a pledge'. Cp. gage, wage,

wager. Cp. also praedial, vadium, vas, 'pledge'.

Derivatives: wedd-ed, adj., wedd-ed-ly, adv.,

wedd-ed-ness, n., wedding (q.v.)

wedding, n.— ME., fr. OE. weddung, fr. weddian.

See prec. word and -ing, suflf. forming verbal

nouns.

wedge, n. — ME. wegge, fr. OE. wecg, rel. to ON.
veggr, Dan. vsegge, Norw. vegg, Swed. vigg,

vigge, 'wedge', OS. weggi, MDu. wegge, MLG.,

MDu. wigge, Du. wig, OHG. weggi, 'wedge',

MHG. wecki, wecke, G. Week, 'wedge-shaped

bread, roll', and to OHG. waganso, ON. vangs-

ni, OPruss. wagnis, 'plowshare', and prob. cogn.

with L. vomis (prob. for orig. *wog"hsmis),

later form womer, Gk. 6(pvi? (Hesychius), of

s.m., Lith. vagis, 'pin, plug', Lett, vadzis, of s.m.,

possibly also with Gk. (ivvr;, Ovi?, Gwi?, 'plow-

share'. Finn, vaaja, 'wedge', is a Teut. loan

word. Cp. vomer. Cp. also wig, 'bun'. Cp. also

wodge.

Derivatives: wedge, tr. and intr. v., wedg-ed,

adj., wedg-er, n., wedg-ing, n. and adj.

wedlock, n. — ME. wedloc, fr. OE. wedldc, com-

pounded of wed, wedd, 'pledge' (see wed), and

suff. -lac, fr. lac, 'sport, game, gift', which is rel.

to ON. leikr, 'play', OHG. leih, 'play, melody,

song', Goth, laiks, 'sport, game', OE. Idcan, 'to

move quickly, leap, jump', ON. leika, 'to play,

dance', MHG. leichen, 'to hop; to deride, ridi-

cule', Goth, laikan, 'to hop, jump', and prob.

cogn. with 01. rejati, 'he causes to tremble', Gk.

iiXsAti^eiv (for H'KtXi'f'fii^], 'to cause to vibrate;

to tremble, quiver', Lith. Idigyti, 'to run about

wildly'. Cp. knowledge.

Wednesday, n. — ME. wednesdai, fr. earlier

wodnesday, fr. OE. Wddnesdseg, lit. 'Wodens-

day', rel. to ON. Odinsdagr, Dan., Swed. Ons-

dag, OFris. Wonsdei, Wensdei, MLG. Wodens-

dach, MDu. Wudensdach, Woensdach, Du.

Woensdag; prop, a loan translation of L. Mer-

curii dies, 'the day of Mercurius, Wednesday'

{Woden = Odin having been identified with the

Roman god Mercurius); whence It. mercoledi,

OF. mercresdi (F. mercredi, Sp. miercoles,

'Wednesday'), itself a loan translation of Gk.

"EpfioO fiiJi.epa, 'the day of Hermes'. For the

first element see Woden and cp. Odin, for the

second see day.

wee, adj., tiny. — ME. we, wei, 'a bit', in the

term a little we, a little wei, 'a little bit", fr. OE.

waege, 'a weight'. See wey.

weed, n., plant. — ME. wed, fr. OE. weod, 'grass,

herb, weed', rel. to OS. wiod, 'weed', OS. wio-

don, LG. weden, MDu., Du. wieden, 'to weed';

of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: weed, v. (q.v.), weed-y, adj., weed-

i-ness, n., weed-less, adj.

weed, tr. v., to remove (a weed); intr. v., to re-
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move weeds. — ME. weden, fr. OE. weodian, fr.

weod. See prec. word.

weed, n., garment. — ME. wede, fr. OE. wsede,

wBd, rel. to OS. wddi, OFris. wede, 'garment',

ON. vad, 'cloth, texture', OHG., MHG. wdt,

'garment', MHG. llnwdt (whence—under the

influence of G. Gewand, 'garment'—G. Lein-

wand), Du. lijnwaad, 'linen cloth, linen'.

week, n. — ME. weke, fr. OE. wice, wicu, wucu,

'week', rel. to OS. wika, ON. and OSwed. vika,

Swed. vecka, Norw. vika, Dan. uge, OFris. wike,

MDu. weke, Du. week, OHG. wehha, wohha,

MHG., G. woche, 'week'. These words orig.

meant 'a change in time, a regularly recurring

period', and are rel. to Goth, wiko, 'somebody's

turn', OE. wice, 'office, duty', prop, 'succession',

OHG. wehsal, 'change', and cogn. with L.

vicis (gen.), 'change". See vicarious and cp. weak.

Cp. also wissel.

Derivatives: week-ly, adj., adv. and n.

ween, tr. v., to think; to hope (archaic). — ME.
wenen, fr. OE. wenan, 'to expect, hope, think',

rel. to OS. wdnian, ON. vxna, OFris. wena,

OHG. wanen, MHG. wsenen, G. wdhnen, Du.

wanen, Goth, wenjan, 'to expect, suppose, think',

and to OE. wen, OS. wan, ON. van, OFris. wen,

OHG. wan, Goth, wens, 'expectation, hope',

MHG. wan, 'belief, G. Wahn, Du. waan, 'illu-

sion, delusion', fr. I.-E. base *wen-, 'to wish,

desire; to be satisfied; to be wont'. See vener-

able and cp. wean, winsome, wish.

weep, intr. and tr. v.— ME. wepen, fr. OE. wepan,

'to weep, bewail", rel. to OE. wop, ON. dp,

OHG., MHG., wuof, 'shout, shouting, crying",

OS. wdpian, Goth, wopjan, 'to shout, cry out,

weep", OHG. wuofan, MHG. wuofen, 'to shout,

lament', ON. apa, 'to shout, cry, scream', and

cogn. with L. vdpuldre, 'to be flogged' (orig. 'to

cry out for pain'), OSlav. vSpiti, 'to call', Lett.

upet,Xo screech" (said of owls and turtledoves),

ubudt, 'to coo', upis, 'owl', Upele, 'turtledove',

OSlav. vypii, vypica, 'gull, seamew". All these

words prob. derive fr. I.-E. base *wap-, *wdb-,

*up, *ub-, 'to shout, cry out, call'. Cp. vapulate.

Derivatives: weep, n., weep-er, n., weep-ing, n.

and adj., weep-ing-ly, adv., weep-y, adj.

weet, tr. and intr. v., to know (archaic). — A var.

of wit.

weever, n., a fish of the genus Trachinus. — ONF.
wivre. See wivern.

weevil, n., a small beetle. — ME. wevel, wivel, fr.

OE. wifel, rel. to OS. wibil, OHG. wibil, MHG.
wibel, G. Wiebel, and cogn. with Lith. vabalas,

Lett, vabuolis, 'beetle', fr. I.-E. base *webh-, 'to

move to and fro; to weave'. See weave and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: weevil([)-ed, weevii(l)-y, adjs.

weft, n. — ME., fr. OE. weft, formed—with the

neut. suflf. -/—from the stem of wefan, 'to

weave'. Cp. ON. veptr and see weave. For the

suff. -t cp. scant, want.

wehrlite, n., a bismuth telluride (mineral.) —

Named after the Austrian metallurgist A.

Wehrle (1791-1835). For the ending see subst.

suff. -Ite.

wehrmacht, n., the armed forces of Germany. —
G. Wehrmacht, compounded of Wehr, 'defense',

and Macht, 'might'. See weir and might, n.,

'power'.

weichselwood, n., wood of the mahaleb.— Fr. G.

Weichselholz (with the substitution of E. wood
for G. Holz), fr. Weichsel, 'cherry', fr. MHG.
wihsel, fr. OHG. wihsila, which is cogn. with L.

viscum, 'mistletoe; birdlime'. See Visctun and

cp. words there referred to.

weigh, tr. and intr. v. — ME. weien, 'to bear,

weigh', fr. OE. wegan, 'to move, carry, weigh',

rel. to OS. wegan, OFris. wega, Du. wegen, 'to

weigh', ON. vega, OHG. wegan, 'to move,

carry, weigh', Swed. vaga, Dan. veie, 'to weigh',

MHG. wegen, G. wiegen, 'to weigh' (intr.),

MHG. wegen, G. wdgen, 'to weigh' (tr.), Goth.

ga-wigan, 'to move, shake', OHG. (bi)wegan,

MHG. (be)wegen, G. bewegen, 'to move', fr.

Teut. base *weg-, corresponding to I.-E. base

*wegh-, 'to move, carry', whence OI. vdhati,

'carries, conveys', vahitram, 'vessel, ship', Aves-

tic vazaiti, 'he leads, draws', Gk. 0x0? (assimil.

fr. "^fe/o;, syoc), 'carriage', 07_£iv (for *fo-

X^tv), 'to carry', ""fExIxto, 'let him bring'. Alb.

vje&, '1 steal', L. vehere, 'to carry, convey',

OSlav. vezg, vesti, 'to carry, convey', OSlav.

voziti, of s.m., vozH, 'carriage', Lith. vezil, vizti,

'to carry, convey', veie, 'wheel track', 0\r. fecht,

'campaign, journey', fen, 'a kind of carriage",

W. ar-wain, 'to carry", cy-wain, 'to drive'. Cp.

weight and wacke, wag, waggle, wagon, wain,

way, wee, wey, wiggle, the first element in

wainscot and in walleyed and the second element

in earwig, polliwog. Cp. also voe, vogue. Cp. also

vehicle and words there referred to.

Derivatives: weigh, n., weigh-able, adj., weigh-

age, n., weigh-ed, adj., weigh-ing,n., weight(q.\.)

weight, n. — ME. weght, wight, fr. OE. wiht,

which is rel. to ON. vstt, Dan. vegt, Swed.

vikt, OFris. wicht, MDu., Du. wicht, gewicht,

MHG. gewiht, G. Gewicht and to OE. wegan,

'to move, carry, weigh'. See prec. word.

Derivatives: weight, tr. v., weight-ed, adj.,

weight-ing, n., weight-y, adj., weight-i-ly, adv.,

weight-i-ness, n., weight-less, adj.

weinbergerite, n., a complex silicate of iron, cal-

cium, etc. (mineral.) — Named after the Aus-

trian mineralogist J. Weinberger. For the ending

see subst. suff. -ite.

weinschenkite, n., a hydrous phosphate of rare

earths (mineral.) — G. Weinschenkit, named
after the German mineralogist Ernst H. O. K.

Weinschenk (1865-1921). The ending -it goes

back to Gk. -tTTji; ; see subst. suff. -ite.

weir, n. — ME. wer, fr. OE. wer, 'weir, dam', rel.

to ON. ver, OFris., MLG., MDu. were, Du.

weer, OHG. warl, weri, MHG. were, wer, G.

Wehr, 'defense, protection', OE. and OS. we-
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rian, ON. \erja, Swed. vdrja, OFris. vera,

OHG. werian, weren, MHG. wern, G. wehren,

Goth, warjan, 'to defend, protect', fr. I.-E. base

*wer-, 'to enclose, cover', whence also OI.

vrnoti, vdrati, 'holds back', apa-v^noti, 'unco-

vers, opens', api-Y^noti, 'closes, covers', L. ape-

rire (for *ap-wertre, 'to uncover, open', operlre

(for *op-werlre), 'to cover, close', Lith. dt-veriu,

at-ve'rti, Lett, at-vert, 'to open', Lith. iii-veriu,

ui-verti, 'to close, shut', OSlav. ot-voriti, 'to

open', za-vreti, 'to close, shut', vrata (pi.), 'gate,

door', Lith. vaftai (pL), 'gate', OPruss. warto

(pi.), 'house door', Toch. B. wdrto, warto,

'garden' (lit. 'that which is covered or fenced',

for sense development cp. garden), OL rdrtram,

'inner dike', vdru-tham, 'protection', varu-tdr-,

'protector', Avestic vere&ra-, 'weir', Alb. va9e

(for *wor-td-), 'enclosure, fence, fold', Olr. fe-

ronn, 'field', prop, 'enclosed land', Gk. Ipuo&aL

(for *fepucr^ai), 'to guard, rescue'. Cp. garret,

garrison, the first element in wehrmacht and the

second element in landwehr. Cp. also aperient,

aperitif, aperitive, apert, aperture, apricate,

cover, covert, louver, operculum, overt, varna.

Derivative: weir, tr. v.

weird, n., fate, destiny {archaic). — ME. werd,

wirde, wyrde, fr. OH. wyrd, 'fate', rel. to OS.

ward, OHG. wurt, 'fate', ON. urdr, 'fate, one of

the three Norns', OE. weordan, OS. werthan,

ON. verda, Swed. varda, OFris. wertha, OHG.
werdan, MHG., G. werden, Goth, wairpan, 'to

become'. The orig. meaning of these verbs was

'to turn'. They derive fr. I.-E. *wert-, a -f-en-

largement of base *wer-, 'to turn, twist'. See

version and words there referred to and cp. esp.

worth, 'to become'. For the sense development

of OE. weordan, OS. werthan, etc., 'to become',

from a base meaning 'to turn', cp. E. to turn in

the sense of to become.

Derivatives: weird, adj. (q.v.), weird-ful, adj.,

weird-less, adj.

weird, adj., uncanny. — Fr. weird, n. The original

meaning was 'pertaining to fate'. The sense 'un-

canny' arose from a misunderstanding of the

real meaning of the adjective weird in the term

the weird sisters (= the Fate Sisters), applied to

the Norns.

Derivatives: weird-ly, adv., weird-ness, n.

Weismannism, n., the theory of the German biol-

ogist August Weissmann (1834-1914), who re-

gards the germ plasm as the basis of heredity.

For the ending see sufT. -ism.

weisbacliite, n., a variety of anglesite (mineral.) —
G. Weisbachit, named after the German mi-

neralogist Julius A. Weisbach (1833-1901). The

ending -it goes back to Gk. -f-rr;?; see subst.

suff. -ite.

weissite, n., a copper telluride (mineral.) —
Named after Dr. Louis Weiss, owner of the

mine in Colorado, where it was found. For the

ending see subst. suff. -ite.

weka, n., any of several large flightless birds of
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the rail family of New Zealand. — Maori, imi-

tative of the bird's cry.

Welch, adj. and n. — A var. of Welsh.

welch, v. — A var. of welsh.

welcome, adj. — ME. welcome, fr. earlier wil-

cume, fr. OE. wilcuma, 'a welcome guest', lit.

'one who comes in accordance with another's

will', compounded of the pref. will-, fr. OE
willa, 'will pleasure', and cuma, 'guest', fr.

cuman, 'to come' ; see will, n. and v., and come.

ME. welcome was influenced in form by the adv.

well. Cp. ON. velkominn. Late OHG. wille-

chomen, MHG. willekomen, G. willkommen.

welcome, tr. v. — ME. welcomen, fr. earlier wil-

cumen, fr. OE. wilchumian, fr. wilcuma. See

welcome, adj.

Derivatives: welcome, n., welcom-er, n., welcom-

er, n., welcom-ing, adj., welcom-ing-ly, adv.

weld, n., 1) the dyer's rocket; 2) a yellow dye ob-

tained from it. — ME. welde, wolde, rel. to

MLG. wolde and MDu. woude (Du. wouw), fr.

Teut. *walda. These words are possibly cogn.

with L. latum (for *vlutum), 'weld'. Cp. the

Teut. loan words Olt. guada, Sp. gualdo, gualda,

F. gaude, 'weld', and G. Wau, Dan., Swed. \au,

'weld', which are borrowed fr. Du. wouw. Cp.

luteous.

weld, intr. v., to undergo junction by welding;

tr. v., to unite. — Back formation fr. welled,

pp. of well, 'to boil, rise, well', earlier also

meaning 'to weld'. See well, 'to spring".

Derivatives: weld, n., 'welding", weld-able,

adj., weld-er, n., weld-ing, n.

welfare, n. — ME. welfare, fr, welfaren, 'to fare

weir, fr. OE. welfaran. See well, adv., and fare,

'to get on', and cp. farewell. Cp. also G. Wohl-

fart, 'welfare', fr. wohl, 'well', and fahren, 'to

go', which are rel. to well, resp. to fare.

Derivative: welfare, adj,

welk, intr, v,, to fade; tr. v., to cause to fade

(obsol. except dial.) — ME. welken, prob. fr.

MDu. (= Du.) welken, which is rel. to OHG.
ir-welken, MHG., G. welken, 'to fade, decay',

OHG. welk, 'moist, withered", MDu., MHG.
welc, G. welk, 'withered', fr, I.-E. base *welg-,

'wet', whence also Lett, v^lgs, 'moisture, damp-

ness", Lith. vilgyti, 'to moisten", OPruss. welgen,

'cold (in the head)', OSlav. vlaga, 'moisture',

Czech and Slovak vlhky, 'damp". Cp. next word

and wilt, 'to fade, droop'.

welkin, n., sky (poetic). — ME. wolkne, welkne,

fr. OE. woken, 'cloud', rel. to OS. wolkan,

OFris, wolken, MDu, wolke, Du. mo/A, OHG,
wolka, wolkan, MHG, wolken, G. Wolke,

'cloud"; fr. l.-E. base *wetg-, 'whef. See prec.

word.

well, n., a spring. — ME. welle, fr. OE. wella,

wiella, rel. to ON. yella, 'boiling heat", Du. wel,

'spring, well, fountain', OHG- wella, MHG,, G.

welle, 'wave', from L-E. base *wel-, 'to turn,

roll', whence also OI, urmih. Alb. va/'e (fr. I,-E,

wZ-na), 'wave', OSlav, vlUna, Lith. vilnis, 'wave'.
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L. volvere, 'to roll'. See volute and cp, words

there referred to, Cp. also next word. Cp. also

weld, 'to unite', and the second element in pot-

waller.

well, intr. v., to spring, rise. — ME, wellen, 'to

boil', fr, OE. wyllan, wiellan, rel, to OE, weallan,

OS. wallan, ON,, Norw, vella, Swed, valla,

OFris, walla, OHG. wallan, MHG., G. wallen,

Goth, wulan, 'to bubble, boil', and to OE. wella,

wiella, 'wave'. See prec. word.

Derivative; well-ing, n,

well, adv, — ME, wel, fr, OE, wel, rel. to OS,

wela, wala, wola, ON, vel, val, Swed,, Dan. vel,

Swed. val, OFris, wel, wol, Du, wel, OHG. wela,

wala, wola, MHG. wol, G. wohl, Goth, waila,

'weir. The orig, meaning of these words was

'according to one's will'. They are traceable to

I,-E, *wel-, 'to will, wish', whence also OI, prdti

vdram, 'at will', variydn, 'better, best', lit. 'pref-

erable'. Alb. vale, 'well', OSlav. vole, 'well', W.
gwell, 'better', L, void, velle, 'to wish, will',

Goth, wiljan, OE. willan, of s.m. See will, n. , and

v., and cp. weal, 'prosperity', wealth.

Derivatives: well, adj. and n.

wellaway, interj., an exclamation expressing sor-

row (archaic). — ME. welaway, alteration of

wei la wei, fr. OE. weildwei, lit. 'woe, lo, woe',

alteration (after ON. vei, 'woe') of OE, wdldwd,

fr. wd, 'woe", Id, 'lo', and wd, 'woe', ME, wela-

way was influenced in form by wel, 'well', and

away.

Wellington, n., also Wellington boot, a kind of

long boot. —• Named after the 1st Duke of

Wellington. For sense development cp. bluchers,

well-regulated, adj.— Compounded of well, adv.,

and pp. of regulate; first used by Shaftesbury.

wellsite, n., a silicate of aluminum, calcium, ba-

rium and potassium (mineral.) — Named after

the American chemist Horace L. Wells (1855-

1924). For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

Welsh, adj. — ME. walisch, welisch, fr. OE.

wwlisc, welisc, 'foreign' fr. walh, wealh, 'a for-

eigner' (i.e. not of Saxon origin), hence 'a Celt',

esp. 'a Briton, a Welshman', rel. to OHG.
Walah, Walh, 'a Latin', MHG. welhisch, 'one

speaking Latin (later: a Romance language)',

G. welsch, 'foreign', Du. Waals, 'Walloon',

and to ON. Valskr, 'Gaulish, French*. These

words derive from the name of a Celtic tribe,

whence also L. Volcae, name of a Celtic people

in Gallia Narbonensis, mentioned by Caesar,

Cp, Walach, Walloon and the first element in

walnut.

Derivative: Welsh, n.

welsh, tr. and intr. v., to abscond. — Of uncer-

tain origin.

welt, n., a strip. — ME. welle, prob. fr. ME.
welten, 'to roll', fr ON. velta, 'to roll'. See

welter and cp. welterweight.

Derivatives: welt, tr. v., to furnish with a welt,

to strike, blow, welt-ed, adj.

welter, intr. v., to wallow. — ME. weltren, fr.

MLG. welteren, 'to roll', which is rel, to OE,
wieltan, ON, velta, Swed, vdlta, Dan, velte, Swed,

valtra, vdlta, OHG, walzan, MHG, welzen, 'to

turn, revolve', G, wdlzen, 'to roll', sich wdlzen,

'to welter', Goth, waltjan, 'to roll', fr, L-E, base

*wel-, 'to bend, turn, twist, roll', whence also

L, volvere, 'to roll'. See volute and cp, wallow,

waltz.

Derivative: welter, n,, act of weltering,

welterweight, n,, 1) a weight of 28 pounds im-

posed upon a horse in a race as a handicap;

hence, a heavy weight; 2) a boxer or wrestler

who weighs between 136 and 147 pounds, —

•

Prob, formed fr, welt, 'to strike' (see welt, 'a

strip'), with agential suff, -er.

wen, n,, a sebaceous cyst. — ME. wenn, fr. OE.
wenn, rel to MLG. wene, Du. wen, dial. G.

Wenne; of uncertain origin.

wen, n., one of the runes (J)) adopted into the OE.
alphabet with the value of ModE. w.

wench, n., 1) a girl; 2) a prostitute. — ME. wen-

che, fr. earlier wenchel, fr, OE. wencel, 'child;

weak person', rel. to ON. vdkr, 'child; weak

person', vakka, 'to stagger, totter', OHG. wan-

kon, of s.m., OE. wancol, OHG. wanchal,

'fickle', and in gradational relationship to wince,

wink (qq.v.) Cp. wankle.

wend, intr. v., to go (archaic); tr. v., to proceed

on (now chiefly poetic). — ME. wenden, fr. OE,

wendan, 'to turn, go', rel to OS. wendian, ON
venda, Dan. vende, Swed. vdnda, OFris. wenda,

Du. wenden, OHG. wenten, MHG., G. wenden.

Goth, wandjan, 'to turn'. These verbs are causa-

tives of OE. windan, resp. OS. windan, ON. vin

da, Dan. vinde, Swed. vinda, OFris, winda, Du
winden, OHG, wintan, MHG,, G, winden, Goth

windan, 'to turn, wind'. See wind, 'to turn', and

cp, went.

Wend, n., a member of a Slavic people in Eastern

Germany. — G, Wende, fr, OHG. Winida,

which is rel. to OE. Winedas (pi.), 'Wends'; fr.

Celtic *vindo-, 'white". See winter and cp. ven-

dace.

Derivatives: >ff«</-ic, adj., Wend-ish, a.d'}. andn.

Wenlock, adj., pertaining to the middle division

of the Upper Silurian age (geol.)— Named after

a town in Shropshire, England.

Wensleydale, n., a kind of cheese.— Named after

a district in Yorkshire.

went, V. — Prop, past tense of wend, but now
used as the past tense of go.

wentletrap, n., any of a family of sea mollusks. —
Du. wenteltrap, 'winding staircase' (cp. G.

Wendeltreppe), fr. wentel, 'turning', and trap,

'staircase'. The first element is rel. to Du.

winden, 'to turn, wind; see wind, 'to turn'. The

second element is rel. to MHG. treppe, trappe, G.

Treppe, 'staircase', and to OE. treppe, 'trap' ; see

trap, 'a mechanical device for catching animals'.

were, v.— ME. weren, fr. OE. wxron (pi. of wxs),

'(we, you or they) were'. Cp. OHG. warun, G.
waren '(we or they) were', and see was.



werewolf

werewolf, also werwolf, n., a person changed into

a -MoM {folklore). — ME., fr. OE. werewulf, rel.

to MDu., Du. weerwolf, OHG., MHG., G.

werwolf. These words lit, mean 'manwolf, fr.

OE. wer, resp. MDu. weer, OHG. wer, 'man',

and OE. wulf, resp. MDu., Du., OHG. wolf,

'wolf. For the 1st element see virile, worid,

for the second see wolf.

Wertherism, n., morbid sentimentality. — Form-

ed with sutf. -ism from the name of Werther,

hero of the novel Die Leiden desjungen Werthers

by the German poet Johann Wolfgang von

Goethe (1749-1832).

Wesleyan, adj., pertaining to John M^e^/ey, found-

er of Methodism (1703-9]). — For the ending

see suflF. -an.

Wesleyanism, n., doctrine of the Wesleyans. —
Formed from prec. word with suff. -ism.

west, adv., adj. and n.— ME., fr. OE. west(a.A\.),

'to the west' (whence also F. ouest, 'west'), rel.

to ON. vestr, Dan., Swed. vest, OFris., MLG.,
MDu., Du. west, OHG. -west (only in com-

pounds, whence MHG., G. we^f), the enlarged

forms OHG. westati, MHG., G. westen, 'west',

fr. Teut. *west-, which is prob. an enlargement

of I.-E. *we-, 'to go down', whence also OI.

avdh, 'down, downward'. Cp. I.-E. *we-spero,

whence L. vesper, 'evening', Gk. zi-kz^oc, (for

fl-CTrepo?), £CTrr£pa (for *fe-aTt£pa), 'eve-

ning'. OE. west, etc., orig. meant 'the region

where the sun sets' (lit. 'goes down'). See vesper

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. also the

first element in Visigoth.

Derivatives: wester (q.v.), western (q.v.)

wester, intr. v., to go or turn westward. — ME.
westren, formed fr. west with suff. -ren. See west.

Derivatives: wester-ing, adj. and n.

westerly, adj., pertaining to the west: western. —
Formed with adj. suff. -ly fr. obsol. E. wester, fr.

ME. wester, fr. OE. westra, 'more toward the

west', which was formed fr. west with compar.

suff. -ra. See west and compar. suff. -er.

western, adj. and n. — ME. westeren, westerne,

fr. OE. westerne. See west and -em.

Derivatives: western-er, n., western-ize, tr. and

intr. v., western-iz-ation, n.

westward, adj. — ME., fr. OE. westeweard. See

west and -ward,

westward, westwards, adv. — See prec. word and

-wards,

wet, adj. — ME. wete, wette, partly fr. pp. of

weten, 'to wet', partly fr. OE. wwt, 'wet', which

is rel. to OFris. wet, ON. vdtr, Swed. vat, Dan.

vaad, 'wet', and to OE. waiter, 'water'. See water.

Derivatives: wet, n., wet, v. (q.v.), wet-ly, adv.,

wet-ness, n., wett-ish, adj.

wet, tr. V. — ME. weten, fr. OE. wsetan, 'to wet',

fr. wxt. 'wet'. See wet, adj.

Derivatives- wett-ed, adj., wett-er, n., wett-ing,

n.

wether, n. — ME., fr. OE. weder, 'sheep,

wether', rel. to OS. wethar, ON. vedr, Dan.
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vieder, Swed. vadur, OHG. widar, MHG. wider,

G. Widder, Goth, wiprus, 'lamb', fr. Teut.

*wej>ru-, lit. 'yearling', fr. I.-E. base *wet-,

'year', whence also OI. vatsdh, 'calf, Gk. 'ixa-

Xov, Dor. £T£AOv, 'yearling', L. vitulus, 'calf,

lit. 'yearling'. See veal and cp. words there

referred to.

wey, n., a unit of weight. — ME. weye, fr. OE.

wSge, wieg, 'scales, balance weight, wey', rel.

to OS, ODu., OHG. waga, ON. vdg, Swed vdg,

Du. waag, OHG. wdga, MHG. wage, G. Waage,

'scales balance', and to OE. wegan, 'to move,

carry, weigh'. See weigh and cp. wee.

whack, tr. and intr. v., to strike sharply. — Prob.

of imitative origin. Cp. thwack.

Derivatives: whack, n., whack-er, n., whack-ing,

n. and adj.

whale, n. — ME. whale, whal, fr. OE. hwiel, rel.

to OS. hwal, ON. hvalr, hvalfiskr, Swed. val,

MDu. wal, walvisc, Du. walvis, OHG. wal,

walfisc, MHG. wal, walvisch, G. Wal, Walfisch,

'whale', G. Wels, 'shad', and prob. cogn. with

OPruss. kalis, 'shad', and prob. also with Finn.

kala, 'fish', L. squalus, 'a kind of sea fish'. Cp.

walrus and narwhal. Cp. also rorqual, Squalus.

Derivatives: whale, intr. v., whal-er, n., whal-

ery, n., whal-ing, n.

whang, tr. and intr. v., to strike, blow; n., a

strike, blow. — Of imitative origin. Cp. bang,

whangee, n., a bamboo cane. — Prob. fr. Chin.

hwang li, lit. 'yellow bamboo cane'.

wharf, n., a structure for mooring ships. — ME.

wherf, wharf, fr. OE. hwerf, hwearf, 'turn, ex-

change, dam, bank, wharf, rel. to MLG. werf,

warf, 'mole, dam, wharf (whence Du. werf,

'shipyard, dockyard', whence G. Werft, of s.m.).

These words orig. denoted a place where one

can move about. They are rel. to OE. hweorfan,

'to turn about, be active', ON. hverfa, 'to turn

round', OS. hwerban, OFris. hwerva, OHG.
hwerfan, hwerban, werban, MHG. werben, 'to

turn about, be active', G. werben, 'to enlist,

solicit, court, woo", Du. werven, 'to enlist',

Goth. Ivairban, 'to wander'. All these words

derive fr. I.-E. base *k^erp-, 'to turn, re-

volve', whence also Gk. zapTTo?, 'wrist', and

prob. also Toch. A kdrp-, 'to turn to, to go', OI.

surpam, 'wiimowing fan'. Cp. wharve. Cp. also

varve, whirl, whorl. Cp. also carpus.

Derivatives; wharf, tr. v., wharf-age, n., whar-

finger (q.v.)

wharfinger, n., the operator or manager of a

wharf. — Formed fr. wharfage (see prec. word)

with agential suff. -er and with intrusive n as in

messenger and in words there referred to.

wharve, n., the whorl of a spindle.— ME. wherve,

fr. OE. hweorfa, rel to OE. hweorfan, 'to turn

about'. See wharf,

what, pron., adj., n., and adv. — ME. what, fr.

OE. hwset, 'what', neut. of hwd, 'who', rel. to

OS. hwat, ON. hvat, Dan. hvad, Swed. vad,

OFris. hwet, Du. wat. OHG. hwas, was, MHG.

where

was, G. was, Goth, ha, 'what'. See who and
words there referred to and cp. the second ele-

ment in forwhy.

whaup, n., the European curlew (Scot.) — Of
imitative origin.

wheal, n., a pustule. — ME. whele, rel. to OE.
hwelian, 'to suppurate', which is perhaps cogn.

with Lett, kvele, 'inflammation'. Cp. whelk,

'pimple'.

wheal, n., a mark made on the skin by a whip. —
Alteration of weal, 'wale', caused by an associa-

tion with ME. whele, 'pustule'. See prec. word.

wheal, n., a mine {Cornwall). — Co. hwel.

wheat, n.— ME. whete, fr. OE. hwxte, rel. to OS.
hweti, ON. hveiti, Dan. hvede, Swed. hvete, vete,

Norw. kveite, OFris. hwete, MDu., Du weit,

OHG. weizzi, MHG. weize, G. Weizen, Goth.

haiteis, 'wheat', and to OE. hwit, 'white' ; see

white. The plant was so called from its white

seed and white flour. For sense development cp.

W. gwenith, 'wheat', which is rel. to W. gwenn,

'white'.

wheatear, n., the bird Saxicola oenanthe. —
Back formation fr. white-ears, lit. 'the white-

rumped (bird)', compounded of white and ME.
ers, 'arse'. See white and arse. Cp. F. cul-blanc,

'wheatear', lit. 'white-rumped'.

wheaten, adj. — ME. wheten, fr. OE. hwseten, fr.

hwxte, 'wheat'. See wheat and adj. suff. -en.

wheatstone bridge, a device for measuring elec-

trical resistance.— Named after its inventor Sir

Charles Wheatstone (1802-75).

wheedle, tr. v., to influence by flattery. — Prob.

fr. G. wedeln, lit. 'to wag the tail', fr. MHG.
wadelen, fr. OHG. wadal, wedil, 'tail, fan',

which is prob. formed from l.-E. base *we-, 'to

blow' (see wind, 'air in motion'), with Teut.

instrumental suff. -plo (= I.-E. *trd-). Accord-

ingly OHG. wedil orig. meant 'an instrument to

fan with'. For the sense development of E.

wheedle, fr. G. wedeln (see above), cp. Gk. oai-

v£tv, TTpoaaatvEW, 'to wag the tail, to flatter",

and L. aduldrl, 'to flatter', which is cogn. with

OI. vdlah, 'tail'.

Derivatives: wheedl-er, wheedl-ing, adj., wheedl-

ing-ly, adv.

wheel, n. — ME. whel, whele, wheel, fr. OE.
hweogol, hweowol, hweol, rel. to ON. hvel, hjol,

Dan. hjul, OSwed. hiughl, Swed. hjul, OFris.

hwel, MLG. wel, MDu. weel, wiel, Du. wiel,

and cogn. with OI. cakrdfi. Avestic caxra-,

Toch. A kukdl, B. kokale, Gk. xuxXoi;, 'wheel",

Lith. kdklas, 'neck", fr. I.-E. base *q"e-q^Ios,

reduplication of base *{s)q^'el-, *{s)qel-, 'to

bend, turn, turn round, move about', whence
OPruss. kelan, OSlav. kolo, 'wheel', OI. cdrati,

'moves about, wanders, drives', cdrah, 'walk,

motion', divd-kardh, 'sun', Gk. tieXeiv, more
usually as deponent 7teXe<i^)^ai, 'to be in motion,

to be', 716X05, 'pivot', TtdtXiv, 'back, again',

TtdXai, 'long ago', t^Xoi;, 'end', TiXeio;, TiXeo?,

'complete', TijXe, 'far off'. Alb. sjei,'l turn', kei.

'I bring, carry', L. colore, 'to till (the ground),

cultivate, dwell, inhabit', coldnus, 'tiller of the

ground, husbandman, farmer', incola, 'inhabi-

tant', inquilinus, 'residing in a city', collum,

'neck', lit. 'that which turns (the head)'. Cp.
cycle and words there referred to. Cp. also

Anatolian, ancillary, bucolic, calash, clown,

collar, cologne, cult, culture, paleolithic, pole,

'the end of an axis', pratincole, pulley, telegnosis,

telegraph, teleology, telephone, telescope, teles-

terion, terricolous, Tritelcia. Cp. also felly, ko-

lach, kolo.

Derivatives : wheel, tr. and intr. v., wheel-ed, adj.,

wheel-er, n., wheel-ery, n., wheel-ing, a. and
adj.

wheeze, intr. v., to breathe with a whistling

sound; tr. v., to utter with a sound resembling

that of wheezing. — ME. whesen, prob. fr. ON.
hvsesa, 'to wheeze', which is rel. to OE. hwsest,

'the act of blowing', from the I.-E. imitative

base *kwes-, 'to sigh', whence also L. querl, 'to

complain'. See quarrel, 'dispute'.

Derivatives: wheeze, n., wheez-er, n., wheez-y,

adj., wheez-i-ly, adv., wheez-i-ness, n.

whelk, n., a large marine snail. — ME. wilke,

welke, fr. OE. wiluc, wioloc, rel. to MDu. willoc,

wile, Du. wulk, fr. I.-E. base *wel-, 'to roll',

whence also L. volvere, 'to roll' (see volute) ; so

called from its spiral shell.

Derivative: whelk-ed, adj., whelk-y, adj.

whelk, n., a pimple. — ME. wheike, fr. OE. hwyl-

ca, fr. hwelian, 'to suppurate'. See wheal, 'pus-

tule'.

Derivatives: whelk-ed, whelk-y, adjs.

whelm, tr. v., to turn upside down. — ME.
whelmen, 'to turn over', a blend of ME. helmen

(fr. OE. helmian), 'to cover' (see helm), and ME.
whelven (fr. OE. d-hwielfari), 'to cover with a

vault; to overwhelm'. See gulf and cp. over-

whelm.

Derivative: whelm, n.

whelp, n., young of the dog, wolf, etc. ; cub. —
ME. whelp, fr. OE. hwelp, 'whelp, cub', rel. to

OS. hwelp, ON. hvelpr, Du. welp, OHG. hwelf,

welf MHG. welf Cp. Guelph.

Derivative: whelp, intr. and tr. v.

when, adv. — ME. whan, when, fr. OE. hwsenne,

hwanne, rel. to OS. hwan, OFris. hwenne, MDu.
wan, OHG. hwanne, wanne, MHG. wanne, G.
wann, 'when', G. wenn, 'if, ON. Ave (for *hven),

Goth, han, 'when', from the I.-E. pron. base

*q"o-. See who and cp. next word.

Derivatives: when, pron. and n.

whence, adv. — ME. whennes, formed fr. wkenne

fr. whenne (fr. OE. hwanon, hwanone), 'whence',

with adv. suff. -s. Cp. hence, thence.

where, adv.— ME. where, wher, fr. OE. hwxr, rel.

to OS. hwdr, ON., Swed. Avar, Dan. hvor, OFris.

hwer, MDu. waer, Du. waar, OHG. hwdr, war,

wd, MHG. wd, G. wo, Goth, fvar, 'where',

from L-E. pron. base *q"o-, whence also OI.

kdr-hi, 'when'. Alb. kur, 'when', Lith. kur.



wherry

'where, whither', L. cur, 'why'. See who and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: where, pron., n. and conj.

wherry, n., a kind of boat. — ME. whery, of un-

known origin.

Derivative: wherry, tr. and intr. v.

whet, tr. V. — ME. whetten, fr. OE. hwettan, 'to

sharpen', rel. to ON. hvetja, 'to sharpen, en-

courage', Swed. vdttja, MLG., Du. wetten,

OHG. wezzan, MHG., G. wetzen, 'to sharpen',

Goth, ga-hatjan, 'to sharpen, incite'. These

verbs derive from the Teut. adj. *hwata-, appear-

ing in OE. hwst, 'brave, bold', OS. hwat, 'sharp',

ON. hvatr, 'bold, brisk, vigorous', OHG. was,

'sharp'. Teut. *hwata- corresponds to I.-E.

*q^edo-, fr. base *q'"ed-, *q^6d-, *q'^ed-, 'sharp',

whence OI. codati, 'incites', lit. 'sharpens', and

the second element in L. triquetrus, 'three-

cornered'. See triquetra.

Derivatives: whet, n.

whether, pron. — ME. whether, fr. OE. hwseder,

hweder, rel. to OS. hwedar, ON. hvdrr, Goth.

hapar, 'which of the two', OHG. hwedar, 'which

of the two', MHG., G. weder, 'neither' (conj.),

and cogn. with OI. katardh, Avestic katdra-.

Ion. Gk. >c6TEpo?, Gk. 7r6TEpo;, L. uter (prob.

for *q"utro-), 'which of the two, either of two',

Lith. katrds, 'which of the two ?', OSlav. koteru,

kotoru, 'which'. All these words are formed fr.

I.-E. pron. base *q'"o- (see who) with the com-

par. suff. -ther. Cp. either, neither, neuter.

Derivative: whether, conj.

whetstone, n. — ME. whetston, fr. OE. hwetstdn,

compounded of the stem of hwettan, 'to whet',

and stdn, 'stone'. See whet and stone,

whew, n., a whistling sound. — Of imitative ori-

gin.

whewellite, n., calcium oxalate {mineral.) —
— Named after the English philosopher Wil-

liam Whewetl (1794-1866). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

whey, n.— ME. whei, fr. OE. hwaig, rel. to MDu.

wey, Du. wei, of uncertain origin; not cogn.

with L. caseus, 'cheese', OSlav. kvasU, 'lea-

ven".

which, adj. — ME. whiche, fr. OE. hwilc, 'which',

which is short for hwi-llc, 'of what form", and

rel. to OS. hwilik, wilik, ON. hvelikr, Dan. hvil-

ken, Swed. vilken, OFris. hwetik, hwelk, MDu.

wilk, Du. welk, OHG. hwelich, welich, MHG..

welich, G. welch, Goth, hileiks, 'which'. These

words lit. mean 'of what form, what like', and

derive fr. Teut. *hwa-, 'what', and *lika, 'body,

form, likeness' (whence also OE. lie, 'body,

form', ge-lic, 'like'). See who and like, adj., and

cp. the second element in such.

Derivative: which, adj.

whidah bird. — Alteration of earlier widow bird

after Whidah (now Ouidah), name of a place in

Dahomey, West Africa; the name widow bird

was regarded erroneously as a popular corrup-

tion of whidah bird.

1/4U

whiff, n., a puff; a slight odor.— Of imitative ori-

gin. Cp. whiffle.

Derivatives: whiff, tr. and intr. v., whiff-er, n.,

whiff-y, adj.

whiff, n., a flat fish. — Of uncertain origin.

whiffle, intr. and tr. v. — Formed fr. whiff, v.

(see whiff, 'a puflf'), with freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives: whiffl-er, n., whiffl-ing, adj.,

whiffl-ing-ly, adv.

Whig, n., one of a group of Presbyterians who

marched on Edinburgh in 1648 opposing King

Charles. — Shortened fr. Whiggamore, which

is of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: Whigg-ery, n., Whigg-ish, adj.,

Whigg-ish-ly, adv., Whigg-ish-ness, n.

while, n. — ME. whil, while, fr. OE. hwil, 'space

of time, whUe", rel. to OS. hwll, OFris. hwile,

OHG. hwila, MHG. wile, G. Weile, Goth.

heila, 'space of time, while', orig. 'rest', ON.

hvlla, 'bed' (lit. 'resting place"), hvild, 'rest', fr.

I.-E. base *q"eye-, *q''i(y)e-, 'to rest, repose, be

comfortable', whence also Avestic shditish,

'joy', OPers. shiyatish, 'joy', L. quies, 'rest, re-

pose, quiet', tranquillus (for * trdns-quilnos),

'quiet, still'. Arm. han-gist, 'rest' (fr. pref. han-

and gi, fr. base *q'"i-), OSlav. po-koji, 'rest', po-

citi, 'to rest'. Cp. whilom, whilst, awhile. Cp.

also quiet, n., and words there referred to.

Derivatives; while, conj. and tr. and intr. v.

whiles, conj. (archaic), while. — ME. -whiles (in

compounds), fr. OE. hwiles, adv. gen. of hwtt.

See prec. word and adv. suff. -s.

whilom, adv., formerly (archaic). — ME. hwilum,

whilum, fr. OE. hwilum, 'at times', dat. pi. of

hwil, 'time, while'; rel. to OS. hwilun, OHG.

hwildm, wilon, G. weiland, 'formerly, of old'.

See while.

Derivative: whilom, adj.

whilst, conj. — ME. whitest, extension of whiles.

See whiles. For the additional -t cp. amidst,

amongst.

whim, n., a sudden fancy; caprice. — Prob. of

Scand. origin; cp. ON. hvlma, 'to let the eyes

wander', Norw. kvima, 'to flutter'. Cp. whimsy,

wbimwham. Cp. also wimble.

Derivatives: whim, intr. and tr. v., whimm-y,

adj.

wbimbrel, n., the curlew called Phaeopus phaeo-

pus. — Of imitative origin. Cp. whimper. For

the ending see suff. -rel.

whimper, intr. v., to whine.— Of imitative ongin.

Cp. G. wimmern, 'to whimper'.

Derivatives: whimper, n., whimper-er, n., whim-

per-ing, adj., whimp-er-ing-ly, adv.

whimsy, whimsey, n., a whim. — Rel. to Norw.

kvimsa, 'to skip', fr. kvima, 'to flutter'. See whim.

Derivatives: whims-ic-al, adj., whims-ic-al-ity,

n., whims-ical-ly, adv., whims-ical-ness, n.

wliimwham, n., a whimsical device; a trifle. —
Reduplication of wiiim.

wiiln, gorse. — Of Scand. origin. Cp. Norw.

hvine, hvin, 'a kind of grass'.

white

whin, n., a basaltic rock. — Of uncertain origin.

whinchat, n., a small bird. — Lit. 'chat of the

whin'. See whin, 'gorse', and chat,

whine, intr. and tr. v. — ME. whinen, fr. OE.
hwinan, 'to make a shrill soimd, whiz', rel. to

ON. hvlna, 'to whiz', Dan. hvine, Swed. hvina,

'to shriek, whiz', OHG. wihon, MHG. wihen, 'to

shout, cry', G. wiehern, 'to neigh' ; of imitative

origin. Cp. whinny. Cp. also whisper, whistle.

Derivatives: whine, n., whin-ing, adj., whin-ing-

ly, adv.

whinny, intr. v., to neigh. — Related to prec.

word.

Derivative: whinny, n.

whip, tr. and intr. v. — ME. whippen, rel. to Dan.
vippe, MLG., MDu., Du. wippen, 'to swing',

OHG. wipf, 'swing, impetus'. See vibrate and cp.

words there referred to.

Derivatives: whip, n., whipp-er, n., whipp-ing, n.

and adj., whipp-ing-ly, adv., whipp-y, adj.,

whippet (q.v.) whipster (q.v.)

whippet, n., a small swift dog. — Formed fr.

whip with dimin. sulf. -et.

Derivatives: whippet, intr. v., whippet-er, n.

wiiip-poor-will, n., a nocturnal goatsucker. — Of
imitative origin.

whipster, n., an insignificant person. — Formed
fr. whip with suff. -ster.

whir, intr. v., to move with a buzzing sound; n.,

a buzzing sound. — Related to Dan. hvirre, 'to

whirl', and to E. whirl.

whirl, intr. and tr. v. — ME. whirlen, prob. fr.

ON. hvirfla (Swed. hvirfla, Dan. hvirvle), 'to

whirl", rel. to Du. wervelen, G. wirbeln, 'to

whirl". ON. hvirfla is freq. of the verb hverfa, 'to

turn". See wharf and cp. warble, whorl.

Derivatives: whirl, n. (q.v.), whirl-ed, adj.,

whirl-er, n., whirl-ing, n. and adj., whirl-ing-ly,

adv.

whirl, n, — ME. whirle, partly fr. ON. hvirfill,

'circle, ring; top, summit", which is rel. to MLG.,
MDu. wirvel, wervel, 'whirlwind', Du. wervel,

'vertebra', OHG. wirbil, 'whirlwind', MHG.
wirbel, 'crown of the head, top, summit', G.
Wirbel, 'whirl, whirlpool, whirlwind; tuning

peg; vertebra; crown of the head', and to ON.
hverfa, 'to turn round", partly directly from
ME. whirlen, 'to whirl". See whirl, v.

whirUgig, n., a spinning toy. — Compounded of
wliirl and gig (in its original sense 'whipping

top").

whisht, inter), suggesting silence. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. whist, interj.

wtiisk, n. — ME, wisk, of Scand. origin. Cp. ON.,
Dan., Norw. visk, 'wisp", which are rel. to

MLG., MDu. wisch, Du. wis, OHG. wise.

MHG. G. wisch, 'wisp, brush", fr. I.-E. base
*weis-, 'to turn, twist', whence also OI. veskdh,

'noose', Czech vgchet, 'a wisp of straw", Pol.

wiecha, 'panicle", and possibly also L. virga (for

*wiz-gd), 'twig, switch, rod'. The noun whisk

derives partly fr. whisk, v. Cp. whisker, whisky.

'a vehicle', whisp, whist. Cp. also virgate and
words there referred to.

whisk, tr. and intr. v. — Of Scand. origin. Cp.
Dan. viske, Norw., Swed. viska, which are rel.

to OE. wiscian, 'to plait', weoxian, 'to wipe,

keep clean", MDu. wisschen, Du. wissen, OHG.
wisken, MHG., G. wischen, 'to whisk, wipe' and
to wliisk, n. (q.v.)

whisker, n., usually pi. — Formed fr. whisk, v.,

with suff. -er.

Derivative: whisker-ed, adj.

whiskey, wtiisky, n., an alcoholic liquor distilled

from grain. — Fr. Ir. and Gael, uisce, 'water',

shortened fr. uiscebeathadh, 'whisky', lit. 'water

of life'. See usquebaugh, which is a doublet of
whiskey.

whisky, n., a light vehicle. — Formed fr. whisk,

n., with suff. -y.

whisper, intr. and tr. v.— ME. whisperen, fr. OE.
hwisprian, rel. to MDu. wispelen, wisperen,

OHG. hwispaldn, wispalon, MHG., G. wispeln,

G. wispern, ON. hviskra, Dan. hviske, 'to whis-

per' ; of imitative origin. Cp. whine, whistle.

Derivatives; whisper-er, n., whisper-ing, adj. and
n., whfsper-ing-ly, whisper-ous, adj., whisper-

ous-ly, adv.

whist, interj. suggesting silence. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. whist, hist, hush. Cp. also next word
and wistful,

whist, n., a game of cards. — Earlier whisk; so

called from the whisking up of the cards from
the table. This word was changed into whist

(see prec. word) to enjoin silence upon the

players.

Derivatives: whist, intr. v., to play whist, whist-

er, n.

whistle, n. — ME., fr. OE. hwistle, rel. to hwist-

lian. See whistle, v.

whistle, intr. and tr. v. — ME. whistlen, fr. OE.
hwistlian, 'to whistle', of imitative origin. Cp.

ON. hvisla, Dan. hvisle, 'to whisper', and E.

whisper.

Derivatives: whistler, whistling, n. (qq.v.),

whistl-ing, adj., whistl-ing-ly, adv.

whistler, n. — ME., fr. OE. hwistlere, fr. hwist-

lian. See whistle, v., and agential suff. -er.

whistling, n.— ME. whistlinge, fr. OE. hwistlung,

fr. hwistlian, 'to whistle'. See whistle and -ing,

suff. forming verbal nouns.

whit, n., the smallest particle; a bit. — ME.
wiht, wight, fr. OE. wiht, 'thing, creature'. See

wight,

whit, interj., n. and intr. v. — Imitative of the

chirp of a bird or a dull sound.

white, adj. — ME. whit, white, fr. OE. hwit, rel.

to OS., OFris. hwit, ON. hvitr, Dan. hvid, Swed.
vit, Norw. kvit, Du. wit, OHG. hwis, wis, MHG.
B/j, G. wei/i, 'white', Goth, heits, from I.-E.

*kweid-, a var. of base *kweit-, 'to shine; gleam-
ing; white', whence OI. svetdh, 'white', OSlav.
sviteti, 'to shine', svitO, 'light', Lith. sviesti, 'to

shine', svaitfti, 'to brighten'. Cp. wheat, the first



whiten

element in wheatear, Whitsunday and the second

element in edelweiss.

Derivatives: white, n., white-Iy, adv., whiten

(q.v.), white-ness, n., whit-ing, n., the act of

making white, whit-ish, adj., whit-y, adj.

whiten, tr. and intr. v. — ME. whitenen, fr. whit,

'white'. See prec. word and verbal suff. -en.

Derivative: whiten-ing, n.

whither, adv. — ME. whider, fr. OE. hwider, rel.

to Goth, hadre, 'whither'; formed from the

I.-E. pron. base *q^o-, with the compar. suff.

-ther (q.v.). See who and cp. hither, thither,

whitlow, n., an inflammation on a finger or toe;

felon. — ME. whitflawe, whitflowe, prob. folk-

etymol. alteration of dial, whickflaw, lit. 'a crack

at a sensitive part', fr. which, 'sensitive part'

(corresponding to the E. noun quick), and the

no^xnflawe. See quick, adj., and flaw, 'defect'.

whitneyite, n., a copper arsenide (mineral.) —
Named after the American geologist Josiah

Dwight Whitney (1819-96). For the ending see

subst. suff. -ite.

Wliitsun, n. — ME. Whitson, back formation fr.

Whitsonday. See next word.

Whitsunday, n., the seventh Sunday after Easter.

— ME. Whitsonday, fr. OE. hwita smnandieg,

lit. 'white Sunday' (see white and Sunday) ; prob.

so called from the white garments worn by the

candidates for baptism.

Whitsuntide, n. — Short for Whitsunday tide. See

prec. word and -tide,

whittle, n., a large knife. — ME. whittel, fr. ear-

lier thwitet, 'whittle', fr. OE. pwitan, 'to cut, cut

off', rel. to ON. pveitr, 'piece of land', lit. 'land

cut off', from the stem of pveila, 'to hew'. See

thwaite and cp. doit.

Derivatives: whittle, tr. v., to cut with a knife;

to reduce, whittl-er, n., whittl-ing, n.

whiz(z), intr. and tr. v. and n.—Ofimitative origin.

Derivatives: whizz-er, n., whizz-ing, adj., whizz-

ing-ly, adv.

whiz-bang, whizz-bang, n., a whiz. — Prop, a

whizzing sound followed by a bang. See whiz

and bang,

who, pron. — ME. hwo, ho, who, fr. OE. hwd,

'who' (whence hwxt, 'what'), rel. to OS. hwe,

'who', ^iwar, 'what',ON. Aver/-, 'who.which", Ava(,

'what', Dan. hvo, 'who', hvad, 'what', Swed.

\em, 'who', vad, 'what', OFris. hwa, 'who',

hwet, 'what', Du. wie, 'who', wat, 'what', OHG.
hwer, wer, MHG., G. wer, 'who', OHG. hwas,

was, MHG. was, G- ^°^< 'what', Goth, has,

fem. h)o, 'who', ha, 'what'. All these words de-

rive from the Teut. pron. base *hwa-, *hwe-,

corresponding to I.-E. •?"'o-, •^'"e-, whence also

OI. kdh, fem. kd, 'who, which', Avestic ko, fem.

kd, of s.m., OI. kdd, 'what', OI. kada, Avestic

kada, 'when, at what time', Toch. A kus, kuc,

'which' (neut.), Hitt. kuish, 'who', OI. kdti,

Hitt. kuwatta, L. quot, 'how many'. Ion. Gk.

x.6aQc„ Gk. Tzficoc,, 'how great, how much', L.

qui, fem. quae, neut. quod, 'who, which, what',

quam, 'as, as much as', Umbr. pui, fem. pai,

neut. pud (= L. qui, quae, quod), "who, which,

what', Lith. kds, 'who', kad, 'what', kadd, 'when,

at what time', Homer. Gk. tso, Att. tou,

'whose', Gk. ttou, 'where?', Tt6&£v, 'whence?,

from what place ?', OSlav. ku-to (Russ. kto),

'who', Olr. ce, cia, W. pwy, 'who', pa, 'what',

Ir., Gael, co, 'what'. Cp. the var. I.-E. base

*q^i-, whence OI. klh, 'who ?', kirn, 'what ?', cit,

cid, Avestic -cit, OPers. ciy, 'even, also' (enclitic

particle), Thessal. Gk. xi?, 'who?', Gk. ti;,

'who?', Ti, 'what?', Tt (indef particle), L. quis,

'who?', quid, 'what?', Oscan pis, pis, 'who',

pld, 'what', Umbr. pis-i, 'who', pif-i, 'what',

svepis, 'if any one', OSlav. ci-to (Russ. cto),

'what', Ir. cid, 'what'. Cp. how, what, when,

whence, where, whether, which, whither, whom,

whose, why. Cp. also aliquant, aliquot, aliunde,

katha, kick-shaw, posology, qua, qualify, quality,

quantity, quantum, quasi, quibble, quid, essence',

quiddity, quiddle, quillet, quoad, quod, 'which',

quodlibet, quondam, quorum, quota, quote,

ubiety, ubiquity,

whoa, interj. — A var. of ho, interj.

whodunit, n., a mystery story or detective story.

Coined by Donald Gordon from the expres-

sion who done it.

whole, adj. — ME. hale, hole, hoi, hool, 'healthy,

whole', fr. OE. hdl, 'whole, unhurt, healthy,

well', rel. to OS. hel, ON. heill, Dan., Swed. hel,

OFris. hdl, hel, MDu. hiel, heel, Du. heel, OHG.,

MHG., G. heil, Goth, hails, 'complete, alone,

whole, healthy, well, sound', OE. hiel, ON. heill,

'good omen, luck', OS., OFris. hel, Du., OHG.,

MHG., G. heil, 'salvation, welfare', fr. l.-E.

base *qailo-, *quailu-, 'complete, sound, well,

happy', whence also OSlav. celu, 'whole, com-

plete', Lett, kails, 'naked, bare, bald', OPruss.

kailustikan, 'health', W. coel, 'omen', and

prob. also Gk. xoTXu (Hesychius), 'beauti-

ful'. Cp. hale, 'healthy', which is a doublet of

whole. Cp. also hail, 'to greet', halse, heal, health,

holy and the second element in wassail. Cp. also

kevalin and the first element in celibate. The w

in whole is intrusive ; cp. whore.

Derivatives: whole, n. and adv., whole-ness, n.,

whol-ly, adv.

wholesome, adj. — ME. holsom, formed on anal-

ogy of ON. heilsamr, fr. hoi, hool, 'whole', and

-som, '-some'. Cp. Du. heilzaam, G. heilsam

and see whole and 1st -some.

Derivatives: wholesome-ly, adv., wholesome-

ness, n.

whom, objective case of who. — ME. whom,

wham, fr. OE. hwdm, dat. of hwd, 'who'. See

who and cp. whose.

whoop, intr. v., to shout; n., a shout. — ME.

whopen, whoupen, variants of hopen, houpen, fr.

MF. houper, fr. OF., fr. interj. houp, 'call to dogs

or horses'. Cp. hoop, 'call to animals', which is

derivatively identical with, but represents an

earlier spelling of, whoop.

wield

Derivatives: whoop-er, n., whoop-ing, adj.,

whoop-ing-ly, adv.

whop, tr. v., to beat, strike; intr. v., to move quick-
ly. — Of imitative origin. Cp. W. chwap, 'a

stroke', which is also imitative.

Derivatives: whopp-er, n., whopp-ing, n. and
adj.

whore, n., a prostitute. — ME. hore, fr. OE. hore,

fr. ON. hora, 'adulteress' (whence Dan. hore,

Swed. hora, 'whore'), which is rel. to ON. horr,

'aduherer', and to MDu. hoere, Du. hoer, OHG.
hoaru, MHG. huore, G. Hure, 'whore', Goth.
hors, 'adulterer', from I.-E. base *qd-, 'to

desire', whence also L. cdrus, 'dear, precious'.

See charity and cp. words there referred to. The
w in whore is intrusive; cp. whole.

Derivatives: whoredom (q.v.), whor-ish, adj.,

whor-ish-ly, adv., whor-ish-ness, n.

whoredom, n. — ME. hordom, fr. ON. hdrdomr,
which was formed fr. horr, 'adulterer', with suff.

-domr. See prec. word and -dom.

whorl, n., 1) a small flywheel on a spindle; 2) ar-

rangement of leaves in a circle round the stem.
— ME. whorwyl, whorlwyl, wharle, whorle, prob.
dial, variants of whirle, 'whirl'. See whirl.

Derivative: whorl-ed, adj.

whortleberry, n.—A var. of hurtleberry, the first

element ofwhich derives fr. OE. horta, 'whortle-

berries'. Cp. huckleberry.

whose, the genitive case of who. — ME. whas,

whos, fr. OE. hwses, gen. oi hwd, 'who'. See who
and cp. whom.

why, adv. — ME., fr. OE. hwl, hwy, instrumental
case of hwd, hwiel, 'who, what'. See who.
Derivatives: why, interj. and n.

wichtisite, n. , a variety of sordavalite (petrogr.)—
Named after Wichtis in Finland. For the ending
see subst. sulT. -ite.

wick, n., twisted thread. — ME. wicke, wike, fr.

OE. wepce, 'wick', rel. to MDu. wieke, Du. wiek,

OHG. wiohha, MHG., G. wieche, fr. I.-E. base
"weg-, 'to weave', whence also L. velum (for

*wexlom), 'sail, curtain, veil'. See veil, n., and
cp. wax, n.

wick, n., village (now found only in compounds).
— ME. wik, fr. OE. wlc, 'village', fr. L. vlcus,

'village, hamlet' [whence also OHG. wlh, 'vil-

lage' (whence G. Weichbild, 'municipal area'),

Du. wijk, 'quarter, district', OFris. wlk, OS. wic,

OE. wlc, 'village']. See vicinage and cp. the sec-

ond element in bailiwick.

wicked, adj. — ME. wikked, fr. wikke, 'wicked',

which prob. derives fr. wiken, 'to give way,
yield', fr. OE. wlcan. See weak, and cp. the next
two words.

Derivatives: wicked-ly, adv., wicked-ness, n.

wicker, n., 1) a pliant twig; withe; 2) wickerwork.— ME. wiker, of Scand. origin. Cp. dial. Swed.
vikker, 'willow', prop, 'the tree with the pliant
twigs', fr. Swed. vika, 'to bend', which is rel. to
OE. wlcan, 'to give way, yield'. See weak and cp.

prec. word.

Derivatives: wicker, tr. v., wicker-ed, adj.

wicket, n., a small gate. — ME. wiket, fr. AF.
wiket, corresponding to OF. guischet (F. gui-

chei), 'wicket, wicket gate'. These dimin. noims
were prob. formed fr. ON. vlk, 'nook', fr. vlkja,

'to turn, bend', which is rel. to ON. vlkja, 'to

move, turn', OE. wlcan, 'to give way, yield'. See
weak and cp. the prec. two words. Cp. also

Viking,

widdershins, adv. — See withershins.

wide, adj. — ME. wide, fr. OE. wld, rel. to OS.,

OFris. wld, ON. vldr, Dan., Swed. vid, Du. wijd,

OHG., MHG. wit, G. weit, fr. Teut. *wida-, cor-

responding to I.-E. *wi-ito-, which is formed fr.

I.-E. base *wi-, 'asunder', and the pp. stem of
I.-E. *ei-, 'to go'. For the first element see with,

for the second see itinerant.

Derivatives: wide, adv. (q.v.), wide, n., wide-ly,

adv., wid-en, v., widen-er, n., wideness (q.v.),

wid-ish, adj.

wide, adv. — ME., fr. OE. wide, fr. wld, 'wide'

(adj.) See wide, adj.

wideness, n. — ME. widnesse, fr. OE. wldnes, fr.

wld, 'wide'. See wide, adj. and -ness.

widgeon, n., any of various kinds of migratory
wild ducks. — Prob. from a NOF. var. of F.

vigeon, vingeon, fr. L. vipionem, ace. of vipio, 'a

kind of small crane', a word of Balearic and
prob. imitative origin. For the transition of
Latin intervocalic p into -ge- in French cp. F.

pigeon, fr. L. pipionem, ace. ofpipio (see pigeon).

widow, n. — ME. widewe, widwe, fr. OE. widewe,

widuwe, wuduwe, rel. to OS. widowa, OFris.

widwe, MDu., Du. weduwe, Du. weeuw, OHG.
wituwa, witawa, MHG. witewe, witwe, G. Witwe,

Goth, widuwo, 'widow', and cogn. with OI.
vidhiih, 'lonely, solitary', OI. vidhdvd, Avestic

vidavd, L. vidua (whence It. vedova. Rum.
vdduvd. Proven?, vezoa, OF. vedve, F. veuve, Sp.

viuda. Port, viuva), 'widow', OSlav. vidova,

OPruss. widdewu. Oil.fedb, W. guedeu, 'widow',

W. gweddw, 'widower', 'widow', Gk. fjtftco?

(for *r^-flHFol;), 'unmarried'. All these words
derive from I.-E. base *widh-, 'to separate',

whence also L. dl-videre, 'to divide'. See divide

and cp. vidual, viuva.

Derivatives: widow, tr. v., widow-ed, adj., widow-
er, n., widow-hood, n., widow-ly, adj.

widow bird, a whidah bird. — So called after

Port, viuva, 'widow bird', lit. 'widow', fr. L. v;-

dua (see widow); in allusion to its long tail

feathers suggestive of widow's veil. Cp. whidah
bird. Cp. also viuva.

width, n.— Formed from the adj. wide with subst.

suff. -th on analogy of bread-th, leng-th.

wield, tr. v., 1) to handle (an instrument or weap-
on; 2) to exercise (power, etc.) — ME. welden,

fr. OE. wealdan, wyldan, wieldan, 'to govern,
possess, have control over', rel. to OS., Goth.
waldan, OFris. walda, 'to govern, rule', ON.
valda, 'to rule, vrield; to cause', Dan. volde,
Swed. villa, 'to occasion, cause', OHG. waltan.
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MHG., G. walten, 'to govern, rule', fr. I.-E.

*wal-dh-, which is an enlargement of base

*wal-, 'to be strong, to rule', whence L. valere,

'to be well, to be strong'. The fact that the en-

larged base *wal-dh- occurs only in Teut. and

Balto-Slavonic shows the near relationship be-

tween these two language groups. See valiant

and cp. the first element in Walter and the sec-

ond element in Arnold, Bretwalda, Gerald,

Harold, herald, Isold, Oswald, Reginald, Reyn-

old, springal.

wife, n. — ME. wif, fr. OE. wlf, 'woman; wife',

rel. to OS., OFris. wif, ON. vlf, Dan., Swed. viv,

MDu., Du. wijf, OHG. v/lb, MHG. wip, G.

Weib, and possibly also to ON. vifadr, 'covered,

veiled', veifa, 'to wave' (as e.g. the veil does in

the wind). Accordingly ON. vif, OE. wif, etc.,

would lit. mean 'the veiled one'. For sense devel-

opment cp. L. nupta, 'a married woman, bride,

wife', prop. fem. pp. of nubere, 'to cover oneself

for the bridegroom, to marry, wed'. See vibrate

and cp. the first element in woman and the sec-

ond element in hussy.

Derivatives: wife-hood, n., wife-less, wife-like,

wife-ly, wif-ish, adjs.

wig, n. — Shortened from periwig.

Derivatives: wig, tr. v., to provide with a wig;

wigg-ed, adj., wig-less, adj.

wig, also wigg, n., bun, cake. — ME. wigge, fr.

MDu. or MLG. wigge, 'wedge, wedge-shaped

cake', rel. to MDu. wegge, OE. wecg, 'wedge'.

See wedge,

wigan, n., a kind of stiff canvas. — Named after

Wigan, a town in Lancashire, England.

wiggle, intr. and tr. v., to move, or to cause to

move, to and fro with jerky motion. — ME.

wigelen, rel. to, or borrowed from, MFlem.

wiegelen, wigelen, freq. of wiegen, 'to rock', fr.

wiege (Du. wieg), 'cradle', which is rel. to OHG.
wiga, MHG. wi{e)ge, G. Wiege, MLG. wege,

OFris. widze, of s.m., from I.-E. base *wegh-, 'to

move'. See weigh and words there referred to

and cp. esp. waggle and the second element in

earwig, poUiwog.

Derivatives: wiggle, n., wiggl-er, n.

wi^t, n., a person (now archaic or dial.)— ME.,

fr. OE. wiht, 'thing, creature', rel. to OS. wihl,

'thing, demon', Du. wichl, 'a little child', OHG.,

MHG. wiht, 'thing, creature, demon', G. Wicht,

'creature, little child', ON. vettr, vxttr, 'thing,

creature', Dan. vette, Swed. vatle, vatt, 'spirit of

the earth, gnome', Goth, waihts, 'something',

ni-waiht, 'nothing'. Outside Teut. the only cog-

nate is OSlav. \esti, 'a thing'. Cp. whit. Cp. also

aught, naught, not.

wight, adj., brave (dial.) — ME., fr. ON. vigr, 'in

fighting condition', which is rel. to ON. vig,

'war, battle', and cogn. with L. vincere, 'to van-

quish'. See vincible,

wigwam, n., an Indian hut. — A word of Algon-

quian origin, meaning 'their house'; cp. e.g.

Ojibway wigiwam, 'their house'.

wilco, interj., in radio and signaling, a code word

meaning that a message has been received and

will be complied with.— Coined fr. will comply.

wild, adj. — ME. wilde, fr. OE. wilde, 'wild, sav-

age, untamed, uncultivated', rel. to OS. wildi,

ON. villr, Dan., Swed. vild, OFris. wilde, Du.

wild, OHG. wildi, MHG. wilde, G. wild, Goth.

wilpeis, 'wild', Dan. vildt, Du. wild, OHG. wild,

MHG. wilt, G. Wild, 'game', OE. wilder, wilder,

'game' [later misinterpreted as wild(d)eor, 'wild

deer'], and cogn. with W. gwyllt, Co. gwyls, 'un-

tamed'. Cp. wildemess. Cp. also wold.

Derivatives: wild, n. and adv., wild-ing, n.,

wild-ish, adj., wild-ly, adv., wild-ness, n.

wildebeest, n., gnu.— S. Afr. Du., lit. 'wild beest',

fr. Du. wild, 'wild', and beest, 'beast'. See wild

and beast,

wilder, tr. v., 1) to cause to lose one's way; 2) to

bewilder; intr. v., 1) to lose one's way; 2) to be-

come bewildered.— Prob. back formation from

next word and orig. meaning 'to lead into a

wilderness'. Cp. bewilder,

wildemess, n. — ME., formed with 2nd suflf. -ess

fr. OE. wilder, 'wild beast' ; cp. Du. wildernis, G.

Wildernis, Wildnis. See wild and cp. wilder,

wile, n. — ME. wile, fr. OE. wll, 'trick', fr. ONF.

*wile (corresponding to OF. guile), prob. fr. OE.

wigle, 'divination', which is rel. to OE. wicca,

'wizard', wicce, 'witch'. See witch, 'sorceress',

and cp. guile, which is a doublet of wile.

Derivative: wile, tr. v.

Wilhelmina, fem. PN. — G. Wilhelmine, fem.

form of Wilhelm, 'William'. See William and

fem. suflf. -ina.

wilkeite, n., a member of the apatite group

{mineral.) — Named after the mineral collector

R. M. Wilke of Palo Alto, California. For the

ending see subst. suflf. -ite.

wUl, n.— ME. will, wille, fr. OE. willa, 'will', rel.

to OS. willio, ON. vili, Dan. villie, Swed. vilja,

OFris. willa, Du. wil, OHG. willio, willo,

MHG., G. wille, Goth, wilja, 'will', and to OE.

willan, etc., 'to will'. See will, v.

will, tr. and aux. v. — ME. willen, fr. OE. willan,

'to will, desire, wish', rel. to OS. willian, wellian,

ON., Swed. vilja, Dan. ville, OFris. willa, Du.

willen, OHG. wellan, wellen, MHG. wellen, wol-

len, G. wollen, Goth, wiljan, 'to will, wish, de-

sire', Goth, waljan, 'to choose', ON. val, OHG.
wala, 'choice', fr. I.-E. base *wel-, 'to will, wish,

hope, choose', whence also Ol. vrnSti, vrnali,

'chooses, prefers', Avestic v^r^nav-, 'to wish, will

choose', OI. vdryah, 'to be chosen, eligible; ex-

cellent', vdriydn, 'better', L. void, velle, 'to will,

wish, desire', OSlav. voljg, voliti, 'to will', volja,

'will', \elJQ, veleti, 'to command', Lith. pa-vel-

mi, 'I will', viMos, 'I hope', W. gwell, 'better',

Gk. (with -8-enlargement) IXSojjiai (for

S^-S-ofxat), 'I wish, long for', 8X8top (for

4X-S-(i)p), 'wish'; (with -;i-enlargeinent) 2X-

Ttojiai (for 8X-ic-o(iai), 'I wish, long for', tkKic,

(for 4X-7r-i?), 'hope'. Cp. weU, adv., and the
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first element in welcome, William, Wilhelmine,

Gilbert. Cp. also velleity, volition, volitive, vol-

untary, voluptuous. Cp. also Harpalus.

Derivatives; will-ed, adj., will-ed-ness, n., wili-

er, n., wil(r)-ful, adj., wil{l)-ful-ness, n., will-ing,

adj., witl-itig-ly, adv., will-ing-ness, n.

will, tr. v., to bequeath. — Fr. will, n.

willemite, n., a zinc orthosilicate {mineral.) — G.
Willemit, named after Willem {= William) I

(1772-1843), king of the Netheriands (1815-40).

The ending -it goes back to Gk. -Tttji;; see

subst. suflf. -ite.

willet, n., a N. American bird. — Imitative of its

cry.

WilUam, n., masc. PN. — ONF. Willaume, Wil-

lame, corresponding to OF. (= F.) Guillaume,

of G. origin; cp. OHG. Willahelm, which is

compounded of willio, willo, 'will', and helma,

'helmet'. See will, n., and helmet.

williamsite, n., a variety of serpentine {mineral.)

— Named after the American mineral collector

L. W. Williams. For the ending see subst. suflf.

-ite.

will-o'-the-wisp, ignis fatuus. — The name lit.

means 'William of the handful of straw'. It is

formed fr. Will, dimin. of William, o' and wisp.

willow, n. — ME. wilghe, wilowe, fr. OE. wetig,

wilig, OS. wilgia, rel. to MLG., MDu. wilghe,

Du. wilg, and cogn. with Gk. eXtxr; (for *fE-

Xtxr;), 'willow', £Xi5, 'coil, spiral', from I.-E.

base *wel-, 'to roll', whence also L. volvere, 'to

roll'; see volute. OE. welig, etc., 'willow', prop
means 'the tree with pliant branches'. Cp. E.

withy, which is cogn. with L. viere, 'to bend,
twist'.

Derivatives: willow, tr. v., willow-y, adj.

willy-nilly, adv. — Contraction of will I, nill I, or
will he, nill he, or will ye, nill ye. See will, v., and
nill.

wilt, v.— 2nd pers. sing, of will.

wilt, intr. v., to fade, wither; tr. v., to cause to

fade. — Prob. alter, of wilk, a dial. var. of welk
(q.v.)

Wilton, n., also Wilton carpet. — Named after

Wilton, a town in Wiltshire, England.

wily, adj. — ME., fr. wil, 'wile'. See wile and -y

(representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives: wili-ly, adv., wili-ness, n.

wimble, n., a gimlet. — ME. wimbel, fr. AF. wim-
ble, fr. MDu. wimmel, 'auger', which is rel. to

gimlet (q.v.)

Derivative
: wimble, tr. v., to bore with a wimble

;

intr. v., to penetrate.

wimble, adj., active (now dial.) — Of uncertain

origin.

wimple, n., a head covering for women, worn
esp. by nuns. — ME. wimpel, fr. OE. wimpel,

rel. to OS. wimpal, OFris. wimpel, MDu., Du.
wimpel, OHG. wimpal, MHG., G. wimpel, ON.
vimpilt. OF. guimple (whence F. guimpe, 'nun's

wimple'), is a Teut. loan word (see gimp,

guimpe). The above Teut. words are rel. to Dan.

vippe, MLG., Du. vippen, 'to swing'. See vibrate.

Derivatives: wimple, tr. and intr. v., wimpl-ed,

adj.

win, tr. and intr. v. — ME. winnen, fr. OE. win-

nan, 'to strive, struggle, fight', rel. to OS. winnan,

ON., Swed. vinna, OFris. winna, Du. winnen, 'to

gain, win', Dan. vinde, 'to win', OHG. winnan,

'to strive, struggle, fight', MHG. gewinnen, 'to

gain by effort', G. gewinnen, 'to gain, win', Goth.

(ga)winnen, 'to suflfer, toil', fr. I.-E. base *wen-,

'to strive after, wish, desire, be satisfied", whence

also OI. vdnati, vanoti, 'he desires, loves, wins',

L. venus, 'love, sexual desire, loveliness', vene-

rdrl, 'to worship'. See venerate and cp. wish. Cp.

also the first element in Winfred, winsome, and

the second element in Baldwin, Edwin.

Derivatives: win, n., winn-er, n., winn-ing, adj.,

winn-ings, n. pi., winn-ing-ly, adv.

wince, intr. v., to shrink; to start back. — ME.
wenchen, winchen, wincen, fr. AF. wenchir,

*wencir, corresponding to OF. guenchir, guencir,

fr. Teut. *wankjan, 'to stagger, totter, draw
back'; cp. OHG. wankon, 'to stagger, totter',

ON. vakka (for *vanka), 'to stray, hover'. See

wink and cp. gauche.

wincey, n., fabric of cotton and wool. — A blend

of woolsey and linsey.

winch, n., 1) a crank with a handle; 2) a type of

windlass. — ME. winche, wynch, fr. OE. wince,

'a pulley', rel. to OE. wincian, 'to nod, wink'.

See wink.

Winchester, n., trademark for a kind of repeating

rifle. — Named after its first manufacturer, the

American industrialist Oliver Fisher Winchester

(1810-80).

wind, n., air in motion. — ME. wind, fr. OE.
wind, rel. to OS., OFris., Du. wind, ON. vindr,

Dan., Swed. \ind, OHG. wind, MHG. wint, G.

Wind, Goth, winds, and cogn. with Ol. mtah,

Avestic vdta-, Toch. A want, want, Byente, Hitt.

huwanlis, L. ventus, OSlav. vetrH, OPruss. welro,

Lith. vejas, 'wind', Lith. vetra, 'tempest', Olr.

feth, 'air', W. gwynt, Bret, gwent, 'wind'. All

these words are derivatives of I.-E. base* we-, 'to

blow', whence also 01. vdti, vayati, Avestic

vdili, 'blows', Goth, waian, OE. wdwan, OHG.
wdjan, MHG. weien, G. wehen, OSlav. rejali, 'to

blow', Gk. &r,\ii (for *a.^Yj[jtO> 'I blow', a/jTT,!;

(for *afriT7;c:), 'wind'. Cp. weather, window,

wing, winnow, winze, wither. Cp. also van, 'win-

nowing fan', and fan. Cp. also Aello, atmo-,

bedeguar, nirvana, Vayu, vent, 'outlet', ventail,

ventiduct, ventilate, ventilation, Ventose, vol-au-

vent.

Derivatives: wind, tr. v., to scent, wind-less,

wind-y, adjs., wind-i-ly, adv., wind-i-ness, n.

wind, tr. and intr. v., to turn. — ME. winden, fr.

OE. windan, 'to wind, twist", rel. to OS. windan,

ON., Swed. virtda, Dan. vinde, OFris. winda, Du.
winden, OHG. wintan, MHG., G. winden, Goth.
windan, 'to wind', fr. I.-E. base *wendh-, *wifdh-,

'to turn, twist', whence also OI. vandhiira/t, 'a



windlass

hamper (made of wickerwork)', Gk. (ic&pa? [for

*fa.W)d?a.z\, 'chariot'. For the causatives of

the above mentioned verbs see wend. OF. guin-

der. It. ghindare, 'to hoist', are Teut. loan words.

Cp. wand, wander, wynd, gauntlet, 'glove', and

the first element in wentletrap and in windle-

straw. Cp. also Atragene.

Derivatives: wind, n., the act of winding, wind-

ing, n. and adj., wind-ing-Iy, adv.

windlass, n., a device for raising weights by wind-

ing a rope round a cyUnder. — ME. windelas,

windlas, fr. Icel. vindilass, fr. ON. vinddss

(whence also MDu., Du. windas), which is

compounded of ON. vinda, 'to wind", and ass,

'beam, pillar'. For the first element see wind, 'to

turn'. The second element is rel. to Goth, ans,

'beam, pillar'.

Derivative: windlass, tr. and intr. v.

windlestraw, windlestrae, n., a dry stalk of grass.

— ME., fr. OE. windlestreaw, which is com-

pounded of windel, 'basket' (fr. windan, 'to

wind'), and streaw, 'straw'. See wind, 'to turn',

and straw,

window, n. — ME- windage, windowe, fr. ON.

vindauga, lit. 'windeye'. See wind, 'air in motion',

and eye.

Derivatives: window, tr. v., window-ed, adj.,

window-less, adj.

Windsor, n., 1) the Windsor bean; 2) a Windsor

chair; 3) Windsor soap. — Named after Wind-

sor, a town in Berkshire, England,

wine, n. — ME. win, fr. OE. win, fr. L. vlnum,

'wine', whence also OS., OFris., OHG., MHG.
win, ON. vin, Dan., Swed. vin, Du. wijn, 'wine',

G. Wein, Goth, wein, OSlav. vino, Lith. v^nas,

W. gwin, Olr. fin. See vine.

Derivatives: wine, tr. and intr. v., wine-less, adj.,

win-er, n., win-ery, n., win-y, adj.

winebibber, n., a drunkard. —Loan translation

of G. Weinsdufer, which is compounded of wein,

'wine', and Saufer, 'bibber'. See wine and bibber,

winebibbing, n. — See prec. word and -ing, suff.

forming verbal nouns.

Winfred, masc. PN. — OE. Winfrid, 'friend of

peace', fr. wine, 'friend', and/r/du, 'peace'. The

first element is rel. to ON. vinr, OHG. wini,

'friend', OE. winnan, 'to strive, stuggle, fight'

;

see win. For the second element see free and cp.

words there referred to.

wing, n. — ME. wenge, winge, of Scand. origin.

Cp. ON. vxngr, Dan., Swed. vinge, 'wing',

which are rel. to Du. waaien, 'to blow; to flutter

in the wind, to fly', OE. wawan, 'to blow'. See

wind, 'air in motion'.

Derivatives: wing, tr. and intr. v., wing-ed, wing-

less, adjs., wing-let, n.

wink, intr. and tr. v. — ME. winken, fr. OE.

wincian, 'to nod, wink', rel. to Du. wenken,

OHG. winkan, MHG., G. winken, and in gra-

dational relationship to OHG. wankon, 'to

stagger, totter', ON. vakka (for *vankd), 'to

strav. hover', fr. I.-E. base *wag-, 'to bend'.
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whence also L. vagdri, 'to wander, roam about'.

See vagary and words there referred to and cp.

esp. wankle, wince, winch, winkle, and the sec-

ond element in lapwing.

Derivatives: wink, n., wink-er, n., wink-ing, n.

and adj., wink-ing-ly, adv.

winkle, n., an edible moUusk, a periwinkle. —
Back formation fr. 2nd periwinkle,

winnow, tr. v. — ME. windewen, winewen, fr. OE.

windwian, 'to winnow', rel. to ON. vinza, OHG.

winton, 'to fan, winnow', Goth, diswinjijan, 'to

throw (grain) apart', and cogn. with L. vannus,

'vnnnowing fan', ventus, 'wind', ventildre, 'to

fan, winnow'. See wind, 'air in motion', and

words there referred to and cp. esp. ventilate.

Derivatives: winnow, n., winnow-er, n., winnow-

ing, adj., winnow-ing-ly, adv.

winsome, adj., pleasant, charming. — ME. win-

sum, fr. OE. wynsum, 'pleasant, delightful',

which is formed fr. wynn, 'joy', and suff. -sum;

cp. OS. wunsam, OHG. wunnisam, MHG.
wan{ne)sam. The first element is rel. to OS.

wunnia, OHG. wunja, wunna, wunni, MHG.
wunne, wunne, G. Wonne, 'joy, delight', and to

OE. wyscan, 'to wish' ; see wish and cp. win. For

the second element see -some,

winter, n. — ME., fr. OE. winter, rel. to OFris.,

Du. winter, OS., OHG. wintar, MHG., G. win-

ter, Dan., Swed. vinter, Goth, wintrus, ON. vetr,

'winter'. These words meant perh. orig. 'the

white (i.e. snowy) season', and are cogn. with

Celtic vindo; 'white' appearing in Gaul, vindo-

(whence Vindo-bona, the Latin name of Vienna,

which was built by Celtic settlers), Olr. find, W.

gwyn, 'white'. See gwyniad and cp. Wend, ven-

dace.

Derivatives: winter, intr. and tr. v., winter-ly,

adj., wintr-y, also winter-y, adj., wintr-i-ly, adv.,

wintr-i-ness, n.

winze, n., a small shaft {mining). — Rel. to Icel.

vinza, 'to winnow', fr. ON. vindre, 'wind'. See

wind, 'air in motion', and cp. winnow.

wipe, tr. v.— ME. wipen, fr. OE. wipian, 'to wdpe',

rel. to Dan. vippe, MLG., MDu., Du. vippen,

OHG. wifan, MHG. wifen, 'to swing", fr. I.-E.

base *weib-, 'to move to and fro, to swing',

whence also L. vibrdre, 'to shake'. See vibrate

and cp. wisp.

Derivatives: w/pe, n., wip-er, n.

wire, n.- ME. wyre, wir, fr. OE. wir, rel. to ON.

*virr in viravirki, 'filigree work', Swed. vira, 'to

twist', OHG. wiara, 'fine gold work', and cogn.

with Olr. fiar, W. gwyr, 'bent, crooked', fr. I.-E.

base *wei-, 'to bend, twist', whence also L. viere,

'to bend, twist'. See withy. Cp. L. viriae. 'arm-

let bracelet", which is a Celtic loan word and

uh. derives fr. I.-E. base *wei-. Cp. also ferrate.

Derivatives: wire, tr. and intr. v.. wir-ed, adj.,

wire-less, adj. and n., wir-er, n., wir-ring, n.,

wir-y, adj., wir-i-ly, adv., wir-i-ness, n.

wis, tr. v., to know {archaic). - Back formation

fr. ME. i-wis, 'certainly', misinterpreted as / wis

(= / wist, I wit), 'I know'. For the etymology of
ME. iwis see iwis.

wisdom, n. — ME., fr. OE. wisdom, formed fr.

wis, 'wise', with sufi". -ddm. See wise, 'prudent',

and -dom and cp. OS., OFris. wisdom, ON.
visddmr, Dan., Swed. visdom, OHG. wistuom,

'wisdom', G. Weistum, 'judicial sentence serving

as a precedent'.

wisdom tooth. — Loan translation of L. denies

sapientlae, itself loan translation of Gk. oto-

9poviaTyip£;, 'wisdom teeth', fr. autppovsTv,

'to be sound of mind'; so called because in

contradistinction to the other teeth, they appear
when the person is already grown up.

wise, n., manner, fashion. — ME. wise, fr. OE.
wise, 'way, manner', rel. to OS. wisa, OFris. wis,

Dan., Norw., Swed. \is, MDu. wise, Du. wijs,

wijze, OHG. wis{a), MHG. wis{e), G. Weise,

'way, manner', ON. visa, 'strophe, verse', vis in

odru vis, 'otherwise', fr. I.-E. base *weid-, 'to

see; to know". The orig. meaning of OE. wise,

etc., was 'knowledge'. See next word and cp.

guise, which is a doublet of wise.

wise, adj., I) knowing, learned; 2) prudent. —
ME. wis, fr. OE. wis, rel. to OS., OFris. wis, ON.
viss, Dan., Swed. vis, Du. wijs, 'wise', Du. wijze,

'a wise man', OHG. wls(i), MHG. wis(e), G.
weise, 'wise', Goth, -weis (only in compounds),
'knowing', fr. I.-E. base *weid-, 'to see; to

know'. See vision and cp. wise, adj., and wit, v.

and n. Cp. also wisdom, wiseacre and the second
element in righteous.

Derivatives: wise-ly, adv., wise-ness, n.

wise, tr. v., {chiefly Scot.), I) to show (someone)
the way; 2) to direct. — ME. wisen, fr. OE.
wisian, rel. to OS. wisian, ON. visa, Dan. vise,

Swed., Norw. visa, OFris. wisa, MLG., MDu.
wisen, Du. wijzen, MHG. wisen, G. weisen, 'to

show the way, direct'. These verbs lit. mean 'to

make wise', and derive fr. OE. wis, 'wise, know-
ing', resp. its equivalents in the other Teut. lan-

guages. See wise, adj.

-wise, combining form. — Fr. wise, n.

wiseacre, n., one who pretends to know every-

thing. —
•
MDu. wiis-segger, fr. OHG. wis-sago,

'prophet', popular transformation (as if fr.

OHG. wis, 'wise', and sago, 'sayer') of OHG.
wi3(5)ago, a derivative of OHG. wi^jan (cor-

responding to OE. witan), 'to know'. OHG.
wissagen, 'to prophesy' (whence MHG. wlssa-

gen, G. weissagen) is a back formation fr. wis-

sago. Cp. OE. witega, witga, ON. vitki, 'prophet',

and OE. witig, 'knowing", and see wit, v. and n.

wish, tr. and intr. v. — ME. wisshen, fr. OE.
wyscan, 'to wish', rel. to ON. askja, Dan. onske,

Swed. dnska, MDu. wonscen, wunscen, wenscen,
Du. wensen, OHG. wunsken, MHG., G. wHn-
schen, 'to wish', ON. osk, 'wish', MDu. wonsc,
wunsc, wensc, Du. wens, OHG. wunsc, MHG.,
G. wunsch, 'wish', fr. I.-E. base *wen-, 'to

strive after, wish, desire, be satisfied', whence
also OI. vdnati, vanSti, vdnchali, 'he desires.

loves', vanas-, 'desire', L. venus, 'love, loveli-

ness', venerdrl, 'to reverence, worship, venerate'.

See venerate and cp. wean, ween, win, won, wont,
adj. Cp. also gain.

Derivatives: wish, n., wish-ed, adj., wish-ed-ly,

adv., wish-ful, adj., wish-ful-ly, adv., wish-ful-

ness, n., wish-ing, adj., wish-ing-ly, adv.

wish-wash, n., any weak drink. — Antiphonic
reduplication of wash,

wishy-washy, adj., tasteless. — Antiphonic redu-
plication of washy. See wash,

wisp, n., a small bunch.— ME. wisp, wips, of un-
certain origin; perh. rel. to OE. wipian, 'to wipe'.

See wipe and cp. will-o -the-wisp.

Derivatives: wisp, tr. v., wisp-ish, adj., wisp-y,

adj., wisp-i-ly, adv., wisp-i-ness, n.

wissel, n., change; retribution {Scot.) — ME.
wissel, 'exchange', fr. MDu. (= Du.) wissel,

which is rel. to OHG. wehsat, 'change'. See
week,

viist, n., an old Sussex land measure. — ML.
wista, prob. fr. OE. wist, 'food, provision, suste-

nance", which is rel. to ON. vist, OHG. wist, of
s.m.

wist, tr. v., to know {archaic). — ME. wiste, fr.

OE., past tense of witan, 'to know". Cp. Du.
wist, past of weten, G. wusste, past of wissen,

Dan. vidste, past of vide, Swed. visste, past of
veta, 'to know', and see wit, v.

Wistaria, n., I) Wisteria; 2) {not cap.) a pale
purple, — See next word.

Wisteria, n., 1) a genus of woody vines {hot.); 2)
{not cap.) any plant of this genus. — ModL.,
named by the botanist Thomas Nuttall (1786-

1859) after Caspar Wistar (or Wister) (1761-

1818), professor of anatomy in Philadelphia.

For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

wistful, adj., longing, yearning.— Appar. a blend
of wishful and obsol. wistty, 'intently', which is

prob. formed from whist, interj., with adv. suff.

-ly.

Derivatives: wistful-ly, adv., wist-ful-ness, n.

wit, tr. and intr. v. — ME. witen, weten, fr. OE.
M'itan, 'to know', rel. to OS. witan, ON., Norw.
vita, Swed. veta, Dan. vide, OFris. wita, MDu.,
Du. weten, OHG. iv/jjan, MHG. wi^-^en, G.
wissen, Goth, witan, 'to know', from I.-E. base
*weid-, *woid-, *wid-, 'to see; to know', whence
also L. videre, 'to see". See vision and cp. words
there referred to, Cp. also next word and twit,

wise, adj. and n., wisdom, wiseacre, witan, wite,

'to accuse", witenagemot, witness, wizard, wot,

and guide, guise, guy, 'rope'.

Derivatives: witt-ed, adj., witt-ing, adj., witt-

ing-ly, adv.

wit, n. — ME., fr. OE., 'understanding, intelli-

gence, mind', rel. to OS. wit, ON. vit, Dan. vid,

Swed. vett, OFris. wit, OHG. wizzi, MHG. witze,

'knowledge, understanding, intelligence, mind',
G. Witz, 'wit, witticism, joke', Goth, unwiti,
'ignorance', and to OE. witan, 'to know'. See
wit, V.



witan
1/48 1/4y woken

Derivatives: wit-less, adj., wit-less-ly, adv., wit-

less-ness, wit-ling, a., witty (q.v.)

witan, n. pi., members of the national council

(English hist.)— OE., pi. of wita, 'advisor, coun-

cilor", lit. 'wise man', fr. witan, 'to know'. See

wit, V.

witch, n., sorceress (orig. used also in the sense of

'sorcerer') — ME. wicche (masc. and fern.), fr.

OE. wicca, 'wizard' (masc), wicce (fern.), 'witch',

rel. to OE. wiccian, 'to use witchcraft', and to

MLG. wikken, wicken, 'to use witchcraft',

wikker, wicker, 'soothsayer', OE. wigle, 'divi-

nation', and prob. also to OE. wih, 'idol'. See

victim and cp. bewitch. Cp. also wile.

Derivatives: witch, tr. v., witch-ed, adj., witch-

-ed-ly, adv., witch-ery, n., witch-ing, adj., witch-

-ing-ly, adv.

witch, n., any of various trees having pliant

branches, esp. the wych elm. — ME. wyche, fr.

OE. wice, wic, prob. rel. to OE. wican, 'to give

way, yield'. See weak.

witchcraft, n. — ME. wicchecraft, fr. OE. wicce-

crxft, fr. wicca, wicce (see 1st witch) and crseft,

'craft' (see craft).

witch elm, witch hazel, — See wych elm, wych

hazel.

wite, n., punishment (obsol. except Scot, and dial.

E.) — ME., fr. OE. wite, 'punishment, torture',

rel. to ON. viti, OHG. wlsi, 'punishment, fine',

and to OE. witan, 'to reproach, blame'. See

wite, V.

wite, tr. v., to accuse; to blame (obsol. except

Scot, and dial. English). — ME. witen, fr. OE.

witan, 'to reproach, blame', rel. to Du. wijten,

'to blame', OHG. wizan, MHG. wl^en, G. ver-

weisen, zurecht-weisen, 'to reprove, reproach',

and to OE. witan, 'to know'; see wit, v.

witenagemot, n., national assembly of the Anglo-

Saxons (English Hist.) — OE. witena gemot, lit.

'meeting of the wise men', fr. witena, gen. pi. of

wita, 'a wise man', and gemot, 'meeting'. See

witan and moot, 'meeting', and cp. follunote,

gemot, hallmoot.

with, prep. — ME. with, 'against; with', fr. OE.

wW, 'opposite, near; against; with', OS. with,

ON. vid, of s.m. ; rel. to Q£. wider, 'against',

which, together with OS. withar, 'against', ON.
vidr, 'against, with, toward, at', MDu., Du.

weder, Du. weer, 'again', Goth, wipra, 'against,

opposite", derives fr. I.-E. *wi-t(e)ro-, lit.

'more apart', formed with compar. suff. -ter

(see -ther), fr. l.-E. base *wi-, 'against; apart,

asunder; two', whence also Ol. vi, Avestic vi-

'asunder', OI. vitardm, 'farther, further',

Avestic vitar'^m, 'sideward', OSlav. vutoru (for

*vitoru), 'other, second'; Gk. iSio?, 'one's own',

and 100?, 'equal', are not cognate. Cp. withers

and the first element in withershins. Cp. also

wide. Cp. also vice, 'moral fault', and the first

element in vicemiial and in guerdon, vibara,

vimana, visarga. With has superseded to OE.

preposition mid, 'with', which has survived only

as a ModE. pref. (see midwife). The orig. sense

of with ('against') has survived in compounds

(cp. e.g. withdraw, withhold, withstand).

withal, adv. and prep. — ME. withall, withal,

compounded of with, 'with', and all, al, 'all'. See

with and all.

withamite, n., a variety of epidote (mineral.) —
Named after Dr. Henry Witham of Glencoe,

Scotland. For the ending see subst. suff". -ite.

withdraw, tr. v.— Compounded ofwith, 'against',

and draw.

withdrawal, n. — A hybrid coined fr. withdraw

and -al, a suff. of Latin origin.

withe, n., a flexible slender twig esp. of a willow.

— ME. withe, wythe, wythth, fr. OE. widde. See

withy.

wither, intr. v., to dry up, shrivel, fade; tr. v., to

cause to dry up, shrivel or fade.— ME. wideren,

widren, variants of wederen, 'to weather', fr.

weder, 'weather' ; cp. G. verwittern, 'to become

weather-beaten', fr. Witter, 'weather'. See

weather.

witherite, n., a native barium carbonate (mineral.)

— Named after the EngUsh physician Dr.

William Withering (1741-99), its discoverer. For

the ending see subst. suff". -ite.

withernam, n. (Early English Law), distress

against distress; a taking by way of reprisal. —
ME., lit. 'a taking against, reprisal', fr. OE.

wider, 'against', and nam, 'a seizure', fr. niman,

'to take'. For the first element see with, for the

second see nimble.

withers, n., that part of the back of a horse or an-

other animal which is lying between the shoulder

blades. — ME. pref. wither-, 'against', fr. OE.

wider-, fr. wider, 'against' ; see with and cp. the

first element in next word. Withers lit. means

'the resisting part'. Cp. G. Widerrist, 'withers',

fr. wider, 'against', and Rist, 'wrist'.

withershins, also widdershins, adv., in a direction

contrary to the apparent course of the sun. t—

The earlier form is widdershins, which derives fr.

MLG. weddersinnes, fr. MHG. widersinnes, lit.

'against the way', i.e. 'in an opposite direction',

fr. widersinnen, 'to go against', fr. wider, 'against',

and sinnen, 'to travel, go', fr. OHG. sinnan, of

s.m., which is rel. to OHG. sind, 'way, journey'

;

see with aad send. The alteration of widdershins

to withershins is due to the influence of the

obsol. E. pref. wither-, fr. OE. wider, 'against'.

withhold, tr. v. — ME. withholden, compounded

of with, 'against', and holden, 'to hold'. See with

and hold, v.

within, adv. — ME. withinne, withinnen, fr. OE.

widinnan, 'inside of, lit. 'against the inside',

compounded of wid, 'against", and innan, 'in'.

See with and in.

Derivatives: within, n., prep, and adv.

without, adv. — ME. withoute, withouten, fr. OE.

widatan, 'outside of, without', lit. 'against the

outside', fr. wid, 'against', and atan, 'out'. See

with and out.

Derivatives: without, n., prep, and conj.

withstand, tr. and intr. v. — ME. withstanden, fr.

OE. widstandan, 'to resist', compounded of wid,

'against', and standan, 'to stand'. Cp. ON. vid-

standa, OFris. withstonda and see with and
stand,

withy, n. — ME. withi, fr. OE. widig, 'willow,

willow twig', rel. to OE. widde, 'withe', ON.
vidir, 'willow', Swed. \ide, Dan. vidje, 'willow',

OHG. wida, MHG. wide, G. Weide, 'willow',

and cogn. with Avestic vaeiti-, 'osier', Gk. Uia.
(prob. for *f£iT£a), 'willow', t-ru?, Aeol.
ftxui;, 'the edge or rim of anything round',
otauT), ofduov (for *foiTfui), *fo[Tfuov), 'a

kind of willow', oTctoi; (for *F6l-:foq), 'withy',

L. vitis, 'vine', vitex, 'the chaste tree', Lett.

vitols, 'willow', Lith. vytis, 'willow twig', zihitis,

'gray willow', OPniss. witwan, Pol. witwa, W.
gwden, 'willow', OSlav. viti, 'something twisted',

OSlav. vetv!, Russ. vltvina, 'branch, bough'. All

these words derive fr. L-E. base *wei-, 'to bend,
twist', whence also OI. vdyati, 'weaves', L. viere,

'to bend, twist', L. vimen, 'twig, switch, osier',

Lith. veju, vyfti, 'to turn, twist'. Cp. withe. Cp.
also guige, wire and the second element in peri-

winlde, the plant. Cp. also vetch, Vicia, vimen,
Vinca, vinculum, viscera, vise, 'a tool', vitta,

vrille, inion, ino-, iris, Itea and the second ele-

ment in Stomoisia.

witness, n. — ME. witnesse, fr. OE. gewitness,

witness, 'knowledge, testimony', fr. wit, n. See
wit, n., and -ness.

Derivatives: witness, v., witness-er, n.

Witney, n., heavy woolen material used for blan-
kets. — So called fr. Witney, a town in Oxford-
shire, England, where it was first manufactured.

wittichenite, n., a copper bismuth sulfide (min-
eral.) — Named after Wittichen in Baden. For
the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

witticism, n., a witty remark. — A hybrid formed
fr. witty with -ism, a suff". of Greek origin; coin-
ed by the English poet John Dryden (1631-1 700)
on analogy of criticism.

wittol, n., a husband condoning his wife's infidel-

ity (archaic). — A var. of witwall, woodwall, fr.

ME. wodewale, 'the green woodpecker', rel. to
MDu. wedewal, MHG. witewal, G. Wittewal,
Wiedewall, 'the green woodpecker". The first ele-

ment of these words is rel. to wood, the second
is prob. of imitative origin. For sense develop-
ment cp. cuckold, which is rel. to cuckoo.

witty, adj. — ME. witi, fr. OE. wittig, witig, fr.

wit. See wit, n., and -y (representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives: witti-ly, adv., witti-ness, n.
wive, intr. v., to marry a woman; tr. v., to take
for a wife. — ME. wiven, fr. OE. wi/ian, 'to
marry', fr. wif, 'woman, wife'. See wife. Cp.
MDu. wiven and see wife.

wivern, wyvem, n., a two-legged, winged dragon
(her.) — ME. quivere, wivere, 'serpent', fr. OF.
wivre (F. guivre), fr. L. vipera, 'viper' ; influenced

in form by OHG. wipera, which also derives fr.

L. vipera; see viper, and cp. weever. For the ex-

crescent « cp. bittern.

wizard, n., a magician. — ME. wisard, formed
with suff. -ard fr. wis, 'wise'. See wise, adj.

Derivatives: wizard, adj., wizard-ly, adj., wizard-

ry, -a.

wizen, intr. and tr. v., to shrivel.— ME. wisenen,

fr. OE. wisnian, weosnian, 'to wither', rel. to ON.
visna, 'to wither', OHG. wesanen, 'to dry up',

OHG. fir-wesan, MHG., G. ver-wesen, 'to de-

cay, rot'. These words possibly derive from a

Teut. base *wis-, which corresponds to I.-E.

*weis-, 'to melt away, rot', whence L. viescere,

'to fade, wither', virus (for * visas), 'poison'. See
virus.

Derivative: wizen-ed, adj.

wo, interj. — Archaic var. of woe.

woad, n. — ME. wod, fr. OE. wad, rel. to Dan.
void, OFris. wed, MDu. wede, weet, Du. wede,
OHG., MHG. weit, G. Waid, 'woad', and prob.
cogn. with Gk. EoaTi? (for *fiTCT(XTt;), 'woad',
and perh. also with L. vitrum, 'woad

; glass' ; see
vitreo- and cp. Isatis, vitriol. ML. waisdo and
OF. guesde (whence F. guide) and It. guado are
Teut. loan words.

Derivative: woad, tr. v.

wobble, wabble, intr. v., to move unsteadily. —
Rel. to LG. wabbeln, 'to wobble', MHG. wabe-
len, 'to waver', and to ON. vafla and vafra, 'to

hover about', OE. wsefre, 'wavering, restless'.

See waver.

Derivatives: wobble, n., wobbl-er, n., wobbl-ing,

n., wobbl-y, adj., wobbl-i-ness, n.

Woden, Wodan, n., Anglo-Saxon god, corres-

ponding to the Scandinavian god Odin. — OE.
Woden, rel. to OS. Wodan, ON. Odinn, OHG.
Wuotan and to OE. wod, 'mad, frenzied', w6f>,

'sound, melody, song', OHG, wuot, 'mad ; mad-
ness' (whence MHG., G. wut, 'rage, fury'),

Goth, wops, 'possessed, mad', ON. 6dr, 'spirit,

mind, passion, song, poetry'. These Teut. words
are cogn. with L. votes, 'soothsayer, prophet,
seer'. See vates and cp. Edda, Odin, Wednesday,
wood, adj.

wodge, n., a bulky object. — Prob. alt. of wedge.
woe, also wo, n. — ME. wa, wo, fr. OE. wa, 'evil,

suffering; woe', rel. to OS., OFris., OHG.,
MHG. we, G. weh, MDu., Du. wee, ON. vei,

vx, Goth, wai, from the I.-E. imitative base
*wai-, 'voe', whence also OI. uve, Avestic vayor,

Gk. 6a, L. vae, Lith., Lett, wai, Mir. fde, W.
gwae, 'woe'. Arm. vay, 'woe; misfortune'. Cp.
wail and the first element in wellaway.
Derivatives: woe-ful, adj., woe-ful-ly, adv., woe-
ful-ness, n.

woebegone, adj. — ME. wo began, lit. 'beset with
woe', fr. wo, 'woe' (see prec. word), and began,
pp. of began, 'to surround, beset'. See begone,

woke, past tense of wake. — ME. wok, woak, fr.

OE. woe, past tense of wacan. See wake, v.

woken, pp. of wake (rare).— Formed on analogy
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of spoken, on the basis of the following ratio

:

speak (formerly pronounced spake) : spoken =
wake: woken.

wold, n., a tract of elevated, open country. —
ME. wald, wold, fr. OE. weald, wald, 'forest', rel.

to OS., OFris. wald, MDu. wold, Du. woud,

OHG. wald, MHG. wait, G. Wald, 'forest',

Swed. vail, 'pasture', ON. vollr, 'soil, field,

meadow'. The fact that OS. and OHG. wald

denote not only 'forest', but also 'wilderness',

supports the view that the above words stand in

gradational relationship to wild (q.v.) Cp. weald,

Tynwald, waldhom. Cp. also vole, 'a rodent'.

wolf, n. — ME., fr. OE. wulf, rel. to OS. wulf,

ON. ulfr, Swed. ulf, OFris., Du., OHG., MHG.,
G. wolf, Goth, wulfs, fr. I.-E. *wlq"os-, 'wolf,

whence also Ol. vfkas, Avestic v^hrka-. Alb. uVk,

OSlav. vlukii, Lith. vilkas, Lett, vilks, OPruss.

wilkis, 'wolf, and prob. also Gk. Xijzo?, L. lu-

pus, of s.m. I.-E. *wlq^os- possibly derives fr.

base *wel-, 'to tear', and prop, denotes 'the

tearing animal'. See vellicate and cp. vulture.

Cp. also wolfram, wolverine and the second ele-

ment in werewolf, Adolph, Bardolph, Ralph,

Randal. Cp. also lupine, adj. and n., and lyceum.

Derivatives: wolf, tr. v., to devour greedily;

intr. v., to hunt for wolves, wolfed, adj., wolf-er,

n., wolfish, adj., wolfish-ly, adv., wolfish-ness

n.

Wolffia, n., a genus of aquatic plants {bat.) —
ModL., named after the German physician and

botanist Johann F. Wolff (XllZ-imd). For the

ending see 2nd suif. -ia.

wolfram, n., 1) tungsten; 2) wolframite. — G.,

lit. 'wolfs soot', fr. MHG. wo^ (see wolf) and

ram, 'dirt, soot' (whence G. Rahm, of s.m.) ; so

called in sign of contempt because it was re-

garded of lesser value than tin and caused a

considerable loss of tin during the smelting

process in the furnace. — For sense develop-

ment cp. cobalt and nickel.

wolframate, n., tungstate (chem.) — Formed
from prec. word with chem. suff. -ate.

wolframite, n., iron manganese tungstate

(FeMn)WOj (mineral.)— G. Wolframil, formed

fr. Wolfram (see prec. word) with suff. -it, which

goes back to Gk. -try]; (see subst. suff. -ite).

wolframium, n., the same as tungsten (chem.) —
ModL, fr. wolfram. For the ending see chem.

suff. -ium.

wolfsbergite, n., chalcostibite (mineral.) —
Named after Wolfsberg in the Harz Mountains.

For the ending see subst. suff. -ite.

wollastonite, n., a mineral consisting of a silicate

of calcium (mineral.) — Named after the Eng-

lish chemist and physicist William Hyde Wollas-

ton (1766-1828). For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

wolverine, wolverene, n., a carnivorous mammal
(Gulo luscus). — Irregularly formed fr. wolf (pi.

wolves) ; so called in allusion to its wolfish quali-

ties.

woman, n. — ME. wimman, wumman, woman, fr.

OE. wlfman, wimman, lit. 'woman-man, wife-

man', compounded of wif, 'woman, wife', and

man, 'human being, man'. (In OE. man was

used of both sexes); cp. Du. vrouwmens, 'wife',

lit. 'woman-man'.) See wife and man.

Derivatives: woman, tr. and intr. v., woman-

hood, n., woman-ish, adj., woman-ish-ly, adv.,

woman-ish-ness, n., woman-ize, tr. and intr. v.,

woman-less, adj., woman-like, adj., woman-ly,

adj., woman-li-ness, n.

womb, n. — ME. wambe, wombe, fr. OE. wamb,

womb, 'belly, womb', rel. to ON. vomb, Norw.

vomb, Dan. vom, Swed. vdmm, OFris. wambe,

wamme, MDu. wamme, Du. warn, OHG. wam-

ba, MHG. wambe, wamme, 'belly', G. Wamme,
'belly, paunch', Goth, wamba, 'belly, womb',

and to OE. umbor, 'child'. Cp. gambeson.

Derivative : womb, tr. v. , to enclose as in a womb.
wombat, n., a marsupial mammal of Australia.—
From the native Australian name womback,

wombar.

won, intr. and tr. v., to dwell (archaic). — ME.
wunien, wunen, wonen, fr. OE. wunian, 'to dwell,

remain; to be accustomed to'. See wont, adj.

won, past tense and pp. of win. — ME. wunnen,

wonnen, fr. OE. gewunnen, pp. of winnan. See

win.

wonder, n. — ME. wunder, wonder, fr. OE.

wundor, 'wonder, miracle', rel. to OS. wundar,

MDu., Du. wonder, OHG. wuntar, MHG., G.

wunder, ON. undr, Dan., Swed. under, 'wonder'

;

of uncertain origin.

Derivatives: wonder, v. (q.v.), wonder-ment, n.,

wondrous (q.v.)

wonder, intr. and tr. v. — ME. wundrien, fr. OE.

wundrian, 'to wonder', fr. wundor. See wonder, n.

Derivatives: wonder-er, n., wonder-ing, adj. and

n., wonder-ing-ly, adv.

wondrous, adj. — ME. wonders, 'wondrous', fr.

gen. of wonder, 'wonder' (see wonder, n., and

adv. suff. -s); assimilated in form to the adjec-

tives ending in -ous.

Derivatives: wondrous-ly, adv., wondrous-ness,

n.

wonky, adj., tottery, unsteady (British Slang) —
Formed with adj. suff. -y from the base appear-

ing in OE. wancol, 'wavering'. See wankle.

wont, adj., accustomed. — ME. wuned, waned,

wont, pp. of wunen, wonen, fr. OE. wunian, 'to

dwell, remain, be used to', rel. to OS. wunon,

wonon, OFris. wonia, wunia, of s.m., MDu., Du.

wonen, 'to dwell", OHG. wonen, MHG. wonen,

'to dwell, remain; to be used to', G. wohnen,

'to dwell', ON. una, 'to dwell; to be content',

Goth. *wunan in un-wunands, 'troubled', lit.

'not content'. The original meaning of these

verbs was 'to be content; to rejoice'. They are

rel. to OE. wynn, 'joy', fr. l.-E. base *wen-, 'to

strive after, wish, desire; to be satisfied, to be

wont'. See wish and cp. wean, ween, win, won,

'to dwell'.
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Derivatives: wont, tr. and intr. v. and n., wont-

ed, adj.

woo, tr. v., to court. — ME. wowen, fr. OE. w6-

gian, of imcertain origin.

Derivatives: wooer (q.v.), woo-ing, adj., woo-

ing-ly, adv.

wood, n., 1) forest; 2) timber. — ME. wode, fr.

OE. wudu, fr. earlier widu, 'wood', which is rel.

to ON. vidr, 'tree, wood', Dan., Swed. ved,

OHG. witu, MHG. wite, 'wood', prob. fr. I.-E.

base *widhu-, 'tree, wood', whence also W.
gwydd, Gael, fiodh, 'wood', Olr. fid, 'tree', Ir.

fiodh, 'wood, timber'. Cp. OS. widohoppa, MDu.
wedehoppe, OHG. wituhoffa, wituhopfa, MHG.
witehopfe, G. Wiedehopf, 'hoopoe', which prob.

mean lit. 'woodhopper'.

Derivatives: wood, tr. and intr. v., wood-ed,

wood-en, adjs., wood-ing, n., wood-less, wood-y,

adjs.

wood, adj., mad (archaic or dial) — ME. wod, fr.

OE. wod, 'mad, frenzied'. See Woden and words
there referred to.

woodchuck, n., any of various marmots. — Prob.

altered fr. Cree otchek, or Ojibwa otchig, 'fisher,

marten'. Folk etymology explained this word as

a compound of wood and chuck.

woodruff, n., a European herb (Asperula odorata)

— ME. woderofe, woderove, fr. OE. wudurofe,

which is compounded of wudu (see wood, n.)

and a second element of unknown origin.

Woodsia, n., a genus of ferns (bot.) — ModL.,
named after the English botanist Joseph Woods
(1776-1864). For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Woodwardia, n., a genus of plants, the chain fern

(bot.) — ModL., named after the English bot-

anist Thomas J. Woodward (1745-1820). For
the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

wooer, n. — ME. wowere, fr. OE. wogere, fr.

wogan, 'to woo'. See woo and agential suff. -er.

woof, n.; 1) weft; 2) texture; fabric. — ME. oof,

fr. OE. owef formed fr. pref. 6-, and wef, 'web',

fr. wefan,'to weave'; see a-, 'on', and weave. The
initial w in woof is due to the influence of weave.

Derivative: woof-y, adj.

wool, n. — ME. wulle, wotle, fr. OE. wull, rel. to

ON., Swed. ull, OFris. wolle, ulle, MLG., MDu.
woUe, wulle, Du. wol, OHG. wolla, MHG., G.
wolle, Goth, wulla, fr. I.-E. *wlnd, 'wool',

whence also OI. urnd, Avestic varrid, Arm.
gelmn, OSlav. vtuna, Russ. volna, Lith. vilna,

'hair of wool', pi. vilnos, 'wool', Lett, vilna,

'wool', OPruss. wilna, 'coat', L. Idna, Gk.
ATJvo!;, Dor. Xavoc (for *fXY)vo;, resp. *f>.av-

o;), 'wool', Mir. olann (for *wl^na), 'wool', W.
gwldn, 'wool' (whence gwlanen, 'flannel'). I.-E.

"wjnd possibly derives fr. base *wel-, 'to tear,

pluck', and lit. means 'that which is pluck-

ed or shorn off', whence L. vellere, 'to pluck,

twitch', vellus, 'wool shorn off, fleece'. See velli-

cate and cp. delaine, flannel, lanate, lanigerous,

lanolin, lanose, lanugo, lanuginous, laslo-, ve-

lours, velure, velvet, villus.

Derivatives : wool, tr. v., wool{l)en (q.v.), wool(l)-

y, adj., wool(l)-i-ness, n.

woolen, woollen, adj. — ME. wollen, fr. OE.
wullen, fr. wull, 'wool'; cp. OE. wyllen, 'of wool,

woolen'. See wool and -en.

woolsey, n., linsey-woolsey.— Fr. linsey-woolsey.

woorali,woorara, n., curare.—Variants of curare.

wootz, n., a kind of steel made in India. — Mis-

print for wook, inexact rendering of Canarese

ukku, 'steel'.

woozy, adj., befuddled; dizzy. — Prob. alter, of

oozy. See ooze and adj. suff. -y.

wop, n., an Italian (used in a derogatory sense).

— It. (Neapolitan dial.) guappo, fr. Sp. guapo,

'stout, courageous, bold; a bully, dandy',

formed—prob. through the medium of OF.
gape, 'insipid; idle'—fr. L. vappa, 'wine that

has lost its flavor; a worthless fellow, a good-

for-nothing', which is rel. to vapidus, 'flavorless,

insipid'. See vapid.

wop, V. — A var. of whop.

word, n. — ME. word, fr. OE. word, rel. to OS.,

OFris. word, Du. woord, OHG., MHG. G.
wort, ON. ord, Dan., Swed. ord, Goth, waiird,

fr. I.-E. *werdh-, whence also OPruss. wirds,

'word', Lith. vardas, 'name', Mir. fordat, 'they

say', L. verbum, 'word". (For the change of

I.-E. dh to b in Latin cp. L. ruber and E. red, L.

barba and E. beard.) I.-E. *werdh- is an en-

larged form of base *wer-, *were-, *were-, 'to

speak', whence Gk. stpw (for *f£pico), 'I say,

speak', etptov (for *fspta)v), 'dissembler', lit.

'sayer' (i.e. one who speaks in order to hide his

thoughts), eEptovEia, 'irony', pifjTMp, Aeol.

FprjTwp, 'public speaker, orator; rhetor', pijtxa

(for *fp7ijxa), 'word', OI. vratdm, 'command-
ment, order', Avestic urvdta-, of s.m., OSlav.

rota (for *vrota), 'oath', vraci, 'physician, magi-

cian', Hitt. weriya-, 'to call', and prob. also

Hitt. huwart; 'to curse'. Cp. hermeneutic, irony,

rhetor, verb, verve.

Derivatives: word, tr. v., word-able, adj., word-

-abl-y, adv., word-age, n., word-ed, adj., word-er,

n., word-ing, n., word-less, adj., wordy (q.v.)

wordy, adj. — ME., fr. OE. wordig, fr. word. See

word and -y (representing OE. -ig).

work, n. — ME. werk, work, fr. OE. were, wore,

weorc, 'work, act, action', rel. to OS. OFris.,

Du. werk, ON. verk, Dan. vserk, Swed. verk,

MDu. ware, weorc, were, OHG. werah, were,

MHG. werch, were, G. Werk, Goth, gawaurki,

'work', fr. I.-E. base *werg-, 'work, to work',

whence also Avestic var^za, 'work, activity',

V r zyeiti, 'he works, does', Toch. A wark,

'wicker work'. Arm. gore, 'work', Gk. Ipyov

(dial, fspyov), 'work', ^pSto (prob. for *fep-

Yico), '1 do, sacrifice', pel^cj (prob. for 'fp^y-

ito), 'I do', opyavov (for *f6pYavov), 'an in-

strument', opyia (for *f6pyia), 'secret rites'.

Cp. work, v., Wright and the second element in

bulwark. Cp. also ergon and words there referred

to.
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Derivative: work-less, adj.

work, intr. and tr. v. — ME. werken, worken, fr.

OE. wyrcan, wircan, rel. to OS. werkon, wirkian,

ON. verka, yrka, Dan. virke, Swed. yrka, OFris.

werka, werkia, wirka, MDu. warken, wirken,

weerken, werken, Du. werken, OHG. wurchen,

wirchen, MHG. wiirken, wirken, G. wirken,

Goth, waitrkjan, 'to work', and to OE. weorc,

'work'. See work, n., and cp. wrought.

Derivatives: work-able, adj., work-abil-ity, n.,

work-able-ness, n., work-abl-y, adv., wor/t-e?-, n.,

work-ing, adj. and n.

world, n. — ME. weoreld, weorld, fr. OE. weo-

ruld, woruld, 'world, age', related to OS. werold,

ON. verold, Swed. verld, Dan. verden, OFris.

warW, BTaW, Du. wereld, OHG. wera//, woro/f,

MHG. werelt, werlt, welt, G. Welt. The first

element of these compound words is rel. to OE.

wer, etc., 'man'; see virile. The second element

is rel. to ON. old, 'mankind', aldr, 'age', OE.

ieldu, Goth, aids, 'age', and to OE. aid, 'old' ; see

old. Accordingly OE. weoruld, etc., lit. mean 'the

age of man'.

Derivatives: world-ish, adj., world-ling, n.,

world-ly, adj.

worm, n. — ME. werm, worm, warm, fr. OE.

wyrm, warm, 'serpent, dragon, worm', rel. to

OS., OHG., MHG., G. wurm, OFris., Du.

worm, ON. ormr, Dan., Swed. orm, Goth.

waiirms, 'serpent, worm', and cogn. with Gk.

p6(jio<; (Arcadius), ^6^10?, (Hesychius) (for

*fp6(io<;, resp. *fp6(iO^), 'woodworm', L. ver-

mis (for *wormis, *wrmis), 'worm', ORuss.

vermie (coll.) 'insects', OPruss. vormyan, urmi-

nan, 'red', lit. 'of the color of a worm', Lith.

vafmas, 'insect, gnat'. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. base *wer-, 'to bend, turn, twist'. Cp.

Vermes and words there referred to. For deriva-

tives of *werg- and *wergh-, enlargements of

base *wer- see verge, 'to bend', worry.

Derivatives: worm, v., worm-er, n., worm-less,

adj., worm-y, adj., worm-i-ness, n.

wormwood, n. — ME. wermod, fr. OE. wermod,

rel. to OS. wermoda, MLG. wermot, wermode,

Du. wermoet, OHG. weripiuota, wermuota,

wormuota, MHG. wermuote, wormuot, G.

Wermut. Cp. vermuth,

worn, pp. of wear, 'to carry on the body'. — ME.

worn, woren, fr. OE. geworen. See wear,

worry, tr. and intr. v. — ME. worien, fr. OE.

wyrgan, 'to choke, strangle', rel. to MDu. wor-

ghen, wurghen, Du. worgen, wurgen, OHG.
wurgen, MHG., G. wurgen, MHG. erwergen,

'to strangle", OS. wurgil, ON. virgill, 'rope', fr.

I.-E. *wergh-, whence Gk. 8p/aT0<; (for *fopxa-

-roq), 'a piece of land enclosed', ep/aTav (for

*.'^£pXaTav), 'to hedge in', Lith. veriiu, vefzti,

'to bind tightly, compress'. For derivatives of

I.-E. *werg- see worm. For nasalized derivatives

of *werg- and *wer§h- see wrangle, wrench,

wring, wrinkle.

Derivatives: worry, n., worri-able, adj., worri-ed.

adj., worri-ed-ly, adv., worri-ed-ness, n., worri-

er, n., worry-ing, adj., worry-ing-ly, adv.

worse, adj. — ME. werse, wurse, worse, fr. OE.

wyrsa, wiersa, rel. to OS. wirs, wirsa, ON. yerri,

Dan. vxrre, Swed. vdrre, OFris. wirra, werra,

OHG. wirsiro, Goth, wairsiza, 'worse'. These

words are comparatives of a lost positive, which

was perh. rel. to OHG. werra, 'strife', fir-

werran, 'to confuse, perplex'. See war and cp.

worst.

Derivatives: worse, adv. (q.v.), worse, n., wors-

en, tr. and intr. v.

worse, n. — ME., fr. OE. wyrse, subst. use of the

adj. wyrse, neut. of wyrsa. See worse, adj.

worse, adv. — ME. werse, wurse, worse, fr. OE.

wyrs, wiers, rel. to ON. verr, OHG. wirs, Goth.

wairs and to OE. wyrsa, 'worse' (adj.). See

worse, adj.

worship, n. — ME. wurthscipe, worschipe, fr. OE.

weordscipe, 'dignity, honor', compounded of

weord, 'worthy', and scipe, 'shape, condition';

hence worship lit. means 'the condition of being

worthy'. See worth, adj., and -ship.

Derivatives: worship, tr. and intr. v., worship-

able, adj., worship(p)-er, n., worship-ful, adj.,

worshipful-ly, adv., worshipful-ness, n.

worst, adj. — ME. werst, wurst, worst, fr. OE.

wyrresta,wyrsta,wiersta, contractionof wyrsesta,

superl. corresponding to the compar. wyrsa,

wiersa, 'worse'. Cp. OS. wirsista, ON. yerstr,

Dan. vxrst, Swed. varst, OFris. wersta, OHG.
wirsista, 'worst', and see worse, adj.

Derivatives : worst, adv. (q.v.), worst, n. and tr. v.

worst, adv. — ME. werst, worst, fr. OE. wyrst,

wierst, superl. corresponding to the compar.

wyrs, wiers. See worst, adj., and cp. worse, adv.

worsted, n., a kind of twisted woolen yam. —
Named after Worsted (now spelled Worstead),

a town in Norfolk, England.

wort, n., a plant. — ME. wurt, wort, fr. OE. wyrt,

'plant, herb, root', rel. to OS. wurt, ON., Dan.

urt, Swed. ort, OHG. wurz, 'plant, herb', MHG.
wurz, 'plant, herb, roof, G. Wurz, Goth, waiirts,

ON. rot, 'root', and cogn. with Gk. pt!^a, Lesb.

|Jpi(j8a, 'root', pa8at[ivo;, 'branch', L. radix,

'root'. See radix and cp. rhizo-. Cp. also root

and the second element in mangelwurzel.

wort, n., infusion of malt before fermentation. —
ME. wurte, fr. OE. wyrt, rel. to OS. wurtia, ON.

virtr, Du. wort, OHG. wirz, MHG., G. wUrze,

G. Bierwurze, 'wort', and to OE. wyrt, 'root,

plant, herb'. See prec. word.

worth, adj. — ME. wurthe, fr. OE. weord,

word, 'worthy', rel. to OS., OFris. werth, ON.

\erdr, Dan. vserd, Swed. vdrd, Du. waard, OHG.
werd, MHG., G. wert, Goth, wairps, 'worth,

worthy', and to OE. wierde, of s.m., and prob.

cogn. with Avestic avar^la-, 'a valuable object',

W. gwerth, 'price'. OSlav. vr^dH, OPruss. werts

and Lith. vertas, 'worth', are Teut. loan words.

Cp. worth, n., worthy, the first element in wor-

ship and the second element in stalwart.

1753 wreck

worth, n., value. — ME. wroth, fr. OE. weord,

ward, wyrd, 'worth, price, redemption, ransom',

rel. to OS. werth, ON. verd, OFris. werd, wert,

Du. waarde, OHG. werd, MHG., G. wert,

'worth, value', Goth, wairp, 'price, value'.

These words are prop, substantivations of the

adjectives: OE. weord, resp. its equivalents, in

the other Teut. languages. See worth, adj.

Derivatives: worth-less, adj., worth-less-ly, adv.,

worth-less-ness, n.

worth, intr. v., to come to be, become (archaic).

— ME. worthen, fr. OE. weordan, 'to become',

rel. to OS., ODu. werthan, ON. verda, OFris.

wertha, OHG. werdan, MHG., G. werden, Goth.

wairpan, 'to become'. The orig. meaning of

these words was 'to turn' (cp. E. to turn in the

sense 'to become'). They derive fr. I.-E. base

*wert-, 'to turn, twist', whence also L. vertere, 'to

turn'. Seeversion and cp. words there referred to.

worthy, adj. — ME. worthi, wurthi, fr. worth, n.

See worth, n., and -y (representing OE. -ig).

Derivatives: worthy, n., worth-i-ly, adv., worth-

i-ness, n.

wot, v., I know; he knows (archaic). — ME. wot,

1st and 3rd person sing. pres. of witen, 'to

know'. See wit, v.

would, v., past tense of will.— ME. wolde, wulde,

fr. OE. wolde, past tense of willan. See will, v.

wound, n. — ME. wunde, wound, fr. OE. wund,

rel. to OS. wunda, ON. und, Du. wond, wonde,

OFris. wunde, OHG. wunta, MHG., G. wunde,

'wound', OE., OS. wund, OHG., MHG. wunt,

G. wund, Goth, wunds, 'wounded'. The ult. ori-

gin of these words is uncertain. Cp. zounds.

Derivatives: wound-y, adj., wound-i-ly, adv.,

wound-less, adj.

wound, tr. v. — ME. wunden, wounden, fr. OE.

wundian, fr. wund, 'wound'. See wound, n.

Derivatives: wound-ed, adj. and n., wound-ed-ly,

adv.

woundless, adj. — Coined by the English poet

Edmund Spenser (cca. 1552-99) fr. wound, n.,

and suff. -less.

wourali, n. — See woorali.

woven, pp. — ME. woven, wooven, formed fr.

weave on the analogy of stolen (fr. steal).

wow, n., a great success (U.S. Slang). — Of imi-

tative origin.

wrack, also rack, n., ruin, destruction (archaic).

— ME., fr. OE. wrsec, 'misery, punishment', rel.

to wrecan, 'to drive, push, expel'. See wreak and

cp. next word.

wrack, n., 1) a wrecked ship; 2) seaweed, marine

vegetation cast up on the shore. — ME. wrak,

'a wrecked ship', fr. OE. wrxc, 'misery, punish-

ment', lit. 'something cast ashore'. Cp. Du.

wrak, 'a wreck'. E. wrack is prop, a var. of wreck

(q.v.) Cp. varec.

Derivative: wrack, tr. v., wrack-er, n.

wraith, n., specter, apparition. — Of uncertain,

possibly Celtic, origin. Cp. Gael, and Ir. arrach,

'specter, apparition'.

wrangle, intr. v., to dispute angrily ;tr. v., to argue

dispute. — ME. wranglen, rel. to LG. wrangen,

'to struggle', wrangeln, 'to wrangle', and in

gradational relationship to wring (q.v.) For the

ending see freq. suff. -le.

Derivatives: wrangle, n., wrangl-er, n., wrangl-

er-ship, n.

wrap, tr. and intr. v. — ME. wrappen, of uncer-

tain origin.

Derivatives: wrap, n., wrapp-age, n., wrapp-er,

n. and tr. v., wrapp-ing.

wrasse, n., a European seafish. — Co. wrack,

gwrach, gwragh, rel. to W. gwrachen, 'wrasse'.

wrath, n. — ME. wrathe, wraththe, fr. OE. wrSp-

po, wr&ppu, 'anger', fr. wrap, 'angry', orig.

'crooked, twisted', rel. to OHG. reid, 'twisted',

ON. reidr, 'angry', ON. rlda, OE. wridan, 'to

twist, writhe'. See writhe and cp. wroth. Cp. also

wreath.

Derivatives: wrath, adj., wrath-ful, adj., wrath-

ful-ly, adv., wrath-ful-ness, n., wrath-y, adj.,

wrath-i-ly, adv.

wreak, tr. v., to inflict. — ME. wreken, fr. OE.

wrecan, 'to drive, push, expel, avenge', rel. to

OS. wrekan, ON. reka, 'to drive, push, compel,

pursue, throw', OFris. wreka, MLG., MDu.,

Du. wreken, of s.m., OHG. rehhan (fr. earlier

*wrehhan), MHG. rechen, G. rdchen, 'to avenge',

Goth, wrikan, 'to persecute', fr. I.-E. base

*wreg-, *w(g; 'to drive, push', whence also L.

urgere, 'to press, drive, urge', and prob. also

Gk. eipYELv (for *^flpY£iv), 'to constrain'. Cp.

wreck, wretch, urge. Cp. the collateral I.-E. base

*werg-, whence Lith. vafgas, 'distress', vafgti,

'to suffer distress', OPruss. wargan, 'distress',

Lith. vergas, Lett, vergs, slave', OSlav. vragH,

'enemy'.

Derivatives : wreak-Jul, wreak-less, adjs.

wreath, n., a garland. — ME. wrethe, fr. OE.

wrxp, 'band, bandage', rel. to wridan, 'to twist,

writhe'. See writhe and cp. wreathe. Cp. also

wrath, wroth.

Derivative : wreath-y, adj.

wreathe, tr. and intr. v.— Partly fr. ME. wrethen,

a var. of writhen, pp. of writhen, 'to twist,

writhe' (see writhe); partly back formation fr.

wreath.

Derivatives: wreath-ed, adj., wreath-er, n.,

wreath-ing, n.

wreathen, adj. — ME. wrethen, a var. of writhen,

pp. of writhen. See prec. word.

wreck, n., 1) something cast on the land by the

sea (esp. after a shipwreck) ; 2) destruction of a

ship, shipwreck; 3) destruction, ruin. — ME.

wrek, fr. AF. wrec, wrech, which is of Scand.

origin. The original meaning is 'that which is

driven'; cp. ON. reka (for *wreka), 'to drive',

rek (for *wrek), 'wreckage", Icel. rek, reki,

'anything driven ashore'; rel. to OE. wrsec,

'exile, misery', wrecan, 'to drive, expel'. F.

varech, 'wrack, seaweed', is an English loan

word (see varec). See wreak and cp. wrack. Cp.
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also rack, 'wreckage', rack, 'clouds driven be-

fore the wind', wretch.

Derivatives: wreck, tr. and intr. v., wreck-age,

n., wreck-ed, adj. wreck-er, n., wreck-ing, n. and

adj.

wren, n., a small singing bird. — ME. wrenne, fr.

OE. wrsenna, wrenna, rel. to Icel. rindill, OHG.
wrendo, wrendilo, 'wren'.

Derivative: wren-let, n., a little wren.

wrench, n., a sharp twist. — ME. wrench, 'guile,

deceit', fr. OE. wrenc, 'a twisting; artifice, trick',

rel. to MHG. ranc, 'a sudden twisting', G.

Rank, 'intrigue, trick', OHG. renken, MHG., G.

renken, 'to twist, wrench', MLG. wrank, 'to

wring', OE. wrincle, 'wrinkle', wringan, 'to

twist'; fr. I.-E. *wreng-, whence also OI. vrndkti,

'turns, twists', Lith. rehgtis, 'to grow crooked,

to writhe', rangyti, 'to crook, curve'. I.-E.

*wreng- is a nasalized form of *werg-, 'to bend,

turn, twist'. See worry and cp. verge, 'to bend',

wrangle, wring, wrinkle, wrong. I.-E. *werg- is

an enlargement of base *wer-, 'to bend, turn,

twist'. See version.

wrench, intr. and tr. v. — ME. wrenchen, fr. OE.
wrencan, 'to twist, turn, be deceitful', rel. to

wrenc, 'a twisting; artifice, trick'. See wrench, n.

Derivatives: wrench-ed, adj., wrench-er, n.

wrest, tr. v. — ME. wresten, wrasten, fr. OE.

wrxstan, 'to turn, twist, wrest', rel. to ON.
reista, 'to bend, twist', Dan. vriste, of s.m., fr.

I.-E. base *wrei-, 'to turn, twist'. See writhe and

cp. next word.

Derivatives: wrest, n., wrest-er, n., wrest-ing, n.,

wrest-ing-ly, adv.

wrestle, intr. and tr. v. — ME. wrestlen, wrastlen,

fr. OE. wrxstlian, freq. of wristan. See prec.

word and freq. suff. -le. Cp. MLG., MDu., Du.

worstelen, 'to wrestle'.

Derivatives: wrestle, n., wrestl-er, n., wrestl-ing,

n.

wretch, n., a miserable person. — ME. wrecche,

fr. OE. wrxcca, wrecca, 'stranger, exile, wretch',

rel. to OS. wrekkio, 'a banished person, exile',

OHG. reckeo, recko, of s.m., MHG., G. recke,

'renowned warrior, hero', fr. Teut. base *wrak-

jan, a derivative of base *wrenkan, whence also

OS. wrekan, 'to requite, punish', OE. wrecan,

'to drive, push, expel, avenge'. See wreak and

cp. garfon.

wretched, adj., 1) deeply afflicted; 2) very miser-

able. — ME. wrecched, fr. wrecche, 'wretch'.

See prec. word and 1st -ed.

Derivatives: wretched-ty, adv., wretched-ness, n.

wretchless, adj., reckless (obsol.) — Erroneous

spelling of reckless, the initial w being due to a

confusion with wretch.

Derivatives: wretchless-ly, adv., wretchless-ness,

n.

wriggle, intr. and tr. v., to move to and fro by

twisting. — ME. wrigglen, fr. MLG. wriggeln,

'to wriggle, which is rel. to Du. wriggelen, of

s.m., dial Norw. vrigla, rigla, 'to totter', and

to OE. wrlgian, 'to turn, incline, go forward'.

See wry.

Derivatives: wriggle, n., wriggl-er, a., wriggl-

ing-ly, adv., wriggl-y, adj.

Wright, n., one who works in wood (now chiefly

in compounds). — ME. wrighte, wright, fr. OE.
wyrhta, wryhta, 'worker, maker', fr. wyrcan, 'to

work'. See work, v.

wring, tr. v., to twist, squeeze. — ME. wringen,

fr. OE. wringen, 'to wring, press out', rel. to

OS. wringan, OFris. wringa, MDu. wringhen,

Du. wringen, 'to wring', OHG. ringan (fr. earlier

* wringan), 'to move to and fro, to twist; to

strain, struggle, wrestle' (whence G. ringen, 'to

wrestle'). These words derive fr. Teut. *wreng-,

nasalization of I.-E. *werg-, 'to bend, turn,

twist'. See worry and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: wring, n., wring-er, n.

wrukle, n., a small ridge on a surface. — ME.
wrinkel, fr. OE. wrincle, a dimin. formed fr.

wrencan, 'to twist, turn'. See wrench and cp.

wring. Cp. also frounce and ruck, 'crease'.

Derivatives: wrinkle, tr. and intr. v., to form

wrinkles, wrinkl-ed, adj., wrinkl-y, adj.

wrist, n. — ME. wrist, wirst, fr. OE. wrist, rel. to

ON. rist, Swed. vrist, 'instep', OFris. wrist,

wirst, MLG., MDu. wrist, MHG. ristie), G.

Rist, 'back of the hand; instep'; prop, meaning

'the turning joint', and rel. to OE. wriestan, 'to

turn, twist', wridan, 'to turn twist, writhe'. See

writhe and cp. gaiter.

Derivatives: wrist, tr. v., wrist-ed, adj., wrist-let,

n.

writ, n. — ME. writ, fr. OE. writ, lit. 'that which

is written', pp. of writan, 'to engrave, write'.

See next word.

write, tr. and intr. v. — ME. writen, 'to write', fr.

OE. writan, 'to engrave, scratch, draw, write",

rel. to OS. writan, 'to tear, scratch, write",

OFris. writa, 'to write', ON. rita, 'to scratch,

write', Swed. rita, 'to draw", OHG. risan;

MHG. risen, G. reifien, 'to tear, pull, tug,

sketch, draw, design', OE. writ, ON. rit, 'writ-

ing', OHG. nj, 'stroke, letter", MHG. riz, 'tear',

G. Riji, 'tear, gap; plan, design', Grund-rifi,

'first sketch, design, plan', Rei^-zeug, 'drawing

instruments', Goth, writs, 'stroke, line, letter',

and possibly cogn. with Gk. pfvT) (for *fpfvr)),

'file, rasp' ; cp. writ. The orig. meaning of OE.

writan, etc., was 'to cut letters in bark or wood'.

For sense development cp. Heb. kdthdb, 'he

wrote', orig. 'he engraved' (cp. its derivative

k'thobheth, 'tattooing', and see kethib), Gk.

ypa9Eiv, 'to scratch, engrave, carve; to write'

(see -graph), and L. scribere, 'to write', fr. I.-E.

base *sqeribh-, 'to scratch' (see scribe).

Derivatives: writ-able, adj., writer (q.v.), writ-

ing, n.

writer, n. — ME. writere, fr. OE. writere, fr.

writan. See prec. word and agent, sufi". -er.

Derivative: writer-ship, n.

writhe, intr. and tr. v. — ME. writhen, fr. OE.
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wridan, 'to turn, twist, writhe', rel. to ON. rida,

Dan. vride, Swed. vrida, OHG. ridan, 'to turn,

twist' (whence F. rider, 'to wrinkle, shrivel'),

reid, 'twisted, wrinkled', OE. wriestan, 'to twist',

wr^p, 'band, wreath', wrap, 'angry', ON. reidr,

'angry'. All these words derive fr. I.-E. base

*wrei-, 'to turn, twist'. See wry and cp. wrath,

wreath, wrest, wrestle, wriggle, wrist, wroth.

Derivatives: writhe, n., writh-ed, adj., writh-ed-

ly, adv., writh-ed-ness, n., writh-ing-ly, adv.

writhen, adj., intertwined. — ME., fr. OE., fr.

gewrithen, pp. of writhan. See prec. word.

written, pp. — ME. writen, fr. OE. gewriten, pp.
of writan. See write.

wrong, n. — ME. wrong, wrong, fr. OE. * wrong,

'injustice'. See next word.

wrong, adj.— ME. wrong, wrong, fr. OE. *wrang,

'injustice', fr. ON. rangr (Dan., Swed. vrang),

'crooked, wrong', which stands for *wrangr,

and is rel. to MLG. wrank, MDu. wranc, Du.
wrong, 'sour; bitter', lit. 'that which distorts the

mouth', and to OE. wringan, 'to wring'. See

wrench and cp. wring. For the sense develop-

ment of wrong cp. F. tort, 'wrong, injustice', fr.

L. tortus, 'twisted', pp. of torquere, 'to twist'

(see tort)'

Derivatives: wrong, adv. and tr. v., wrong-ed,

adj., wrong-er, n., wrong-fid, adj., wrong-ful-ly,

adv., wrong-ful-ness, n., wrong-ly, adv., wrong-

ous (q.v.)

wrongous, adj., wrong; wrongful. — ME. wrong-

wis, wrongwis, formed fr. wrong, wrong, 'wrong',

on analogy of ME. rihtwis, 'righteous'. See

wrong and cp. rightwise.

Derivatives: wrongous-Iy, adv., wrongous-ness ,n.

wrote, past tense of write. — ME. wroot, fr. OE.
wrat, past tense of writan. See write.

wroth, adj., angry. — ME. wrath, wroth, fr. OE.
wral>, 'angry', rel. to OS., OFris. wreth, ON.
reidr; Dan., Swed. vred, 'angry', Du. wreed,

'rough, harsh, cruel', OHG. ridan, 'to turn,

twist', reid, 'twisted, wrinkled'. See writhe and
cp. wrath.

Derivatives; wroth-ful, adj., wroth-ly, adv.,

wroth-y, adj.

wrought, past tense of work (archaic and poetic).

— ME. wrohte, fr. OE. worhte, past tense of

wyrcan, 'to work'. See work, v.

wrought, pp. and adj. — ME. wroht, wrouht,

wrought, fr. OE. geworht, pp. of wyrcan, 'to

work'. See work, v.

wrung, past tense and pp. of wring. — ME.
wrungen, wrung, fr. OE. gewrungen, pp. of wring-

an. See wring.

wry, intr. and tr. v., to twist. — ME. wrien, 'to

turn, twist', fr. OE. wrigian, 'to strive, go for-

ward', rel. to OFris. wrigia, 'to bend', MLG.
wrich, 'turned, twisted', and prob. rel. also to

MHG. rig'e/, 'kerchiefwound around the head',

OE. wrigels, 'covering, veil', and cogn. with

Avestic urvisyeiti, 'turns, revolves', Gk. ^oix6s

(for *wroikos), 'crooked', L. rica, (for *wreikd),

'veil to be thrown over the head', Lith. raiias,

'paralysed', riSii, risti, 'to bind, tie', rykste, 'rod,

wand, stick'. All these words are derivatives

of I.-E. *wreik-, *wrif:-, 'to turn, twist, bind',

which is an enlargement of base *wrei-, 'to

turn, twist". See writhe and cp. words there re-

ferred to.

Derivatives: wry, adj., wry-ly, adv., wry-ness, n.

wudu, n., ablution before prayer (Islam).— Arab.
wu4u\ rel. to wddu'a, 'he was beautiful, neat or
clean", wdda'a, 'he surpassed (another man) in

cleanness' (with reference to the ablution before

prayer), tawddda'a, 'he performed the ablution',

wadu, 'water serving for ablution*. See Asia.

wulfenite, n., native lead molybdate (mineral.) —
Named after the Austrian mineralogist Frei-

herr von Franz Xaver von Wulfen (1728-1805).

For the ending see subst. suff". -ite.

wurtzilite, n., a hydrocarbon deposit (mineral.)—
Named after the American mineralogist Dr.

Henry Wurtz (1828-1910). For the ending see

combining form -lite.

wurtzite, n., zinc sulfide (mineral.) — Named
after the French chemist Charles Adolphe
Wurtz (1817-84). For the ending see subst. suff.

-ite.

Wyandotte, n., name of a breed of fowls. — So
called from the name of an Indian tribe in N.
America.

wych elm,— ME. wyche, fr. OE. wice, 'wych elm'.

See witch, 'tree with pliant branches', and elm.

wych hazel. — See prec. word and hazel.

Wykehamist, n., a member of Winchester Col-

lege. — Named after William of Wykeham
(1324-1404), founder of the College. For the

ending see suff. -ist.

wynd, n., an alley (Scot.) — A spelling var. of

wind, 'a turning'. See wind, 'to turn'.

wyvern, n. — See wivem.



X
X, X, principal unknown quantity (alg.)— Sp. X,

X, shortened fr. Arab, shay, 'a thing, something',

used also in the sense of 'unknown quantity' (in

Medieval Spanish x was pronounced sh); in-

troduced by Descartes. Cp. X rays.

xanth-, form of xantho- before a vowel.

xanthein, n., soluble yellow coloring matter in

flowers (chem.) — Formed with sufF. -in fr. Gk.

EotVT^oi;, 'yellow'. See xantho-.

xanthelasma, n., a synonym oi xanthoma (med.)

— Medical L., compounded of xanth- and Gk.

SXacsfxa, 'a metal plate', which derives fr. 4Xav,

'to drive, strike'. See elastic and cp. elasmo-. For

the ending see sufi". -ma.

Xanthian, adj., pertaining to Xanthus.— Formed

with sufF. -ian fr. Xanthus, name of a city in

Lycia in Asia Minor.

xanthic, adj., yellowish. — Formed with adj.

suff. -ic fr. Gk. ^av^oi;, 'yellow'. See xantho-.

xantliin, n., insoluble yellow coloring matter in

flowers (chem.) — F., coined by the French

chemist Charles-Fr6d6ric Kuhlmann (1803-81)

in 1838 fr. Gk. ^a\)&6Q, 'yellow' (see xantho-),

and suff. -in.

Xanthippe, also Xantippe, name of the wife of So-

crates, used figuratively to denote a shrewish,

ill-tempered wife. — Gk. HavOluTCT], rel. to the

Greek masculine PN. Eavfl-iTCTro;, which is

compounded of ^av&i?, 'yellow', and I'tttto?,

'horse'. See xantho- and liippo- and cp. the PN.

Philip.

xanthite, n., name of a kind of yellowish rock

(mineral.) — Formed with subst. suff. -ite fr.

Gk. 5avft6?, 'yellow'. See xantho-.

Xanthium, n., a genus of plants, the cocklebur

(hot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. ^divS^tov, 'a plant used

for dying the hair yellow', fr. 5av&6?, 'yellow'.

See xantho- and 1st -ium.

xantho-, before a vowel xanth-, combining form

meaning 'yellow'. — Gk. ^av&o-, E,av&-, fr.

5av&6(;, 'yellow', which is of^ncertain origin.

There is little probability in the supposition of

Persson, Pick, Hirt, Boisacq and many other

lexicographers, who connect Gk. ^avSo; with

L. cascus, 'hoary, old', and cdnus, 'gray'; see

Frisk, GEW.,11, p. 333 s.v. ?av»6c. Cp. the first

element in Zanthorrhiza.

Xanthochroi, n. pi, the blond races of Europe

(ethnol.) — ModL., prop, 'those who have light

hair and pale complexion', fr. Gk. ^av^o? (see

xantho-) and diypoc, 'pale, pale yellow, yellow'.

See ocher.

Derivatives: xanthochro-ic, adj., xanthochroid

(q.v.), xanthochro-ism, n.

xanthochroid, adj., xanthochroic. — Compound-

ed of prec. word and Gk. -oziM\c„ 'like', fr.

eZ8o;, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

xanthoma, n., a skin disease characterized by

yellow nodules (med.) — Medical L., coined by

the English physician Erasmus Wilson (1809-

1884) fr. Gk. ^av-froi;, 'fair, yellow'. See xantho-

and -oma and cp. xanthelasma.

xanthomatosis, n., widespread xanthoma (med.)

— Medical L., coined by R. S. Rowland fr. prec.

word and suff. -osis.

xanthomelanous, adj., yellow skinned and black

haired (ethnol.) — Formed with suff. -ous fr.

Gk. ^av&o?, 'yellow', and j/^Xa?, gen. [x^Xavo?,

'black'. See xantho- and melanism.

xanthophyll, xanthophyl, n., the yellow matter

coloring autumn leaves (biochem.)— F. xantho-

phylle, coined by the Swedish chemist Jons

Jacob Berzelius (1779-1848) in 1838 fr. Gk.

5av-^6i;, 'yellow', and tpuXXov, 'leaf. See

xantho- and phyllo- and cp. chlorophyll.

xanthous, adj., pertaining to the yellow Mongo-
lian type. — Gk. 5av8^6(;, 'yellow'; see xantho-.

For E. -ous, as equivalent to Gk. -o?, see -ous.

xebec, n., a small three-masted vessel. — From
earlier chebec, fr. F. chebec, fr. It. sciabecco, fr.

Arab, shabbdk (whence also Sp. xabeque, now
spelled jabegue). E. xebec was influenced in

form by Sp. xabeque.

xen-, form of xeno- before a vowel.

xenelasia, n., prevention of aliens from settling in

Sparta (Greek antiq.) — Gk. ^evTjXaatS, 'ex-

pulsion of foreigners', fr. Esvr.XaTetv, 'to expel

foreigners', which is compounded of ^^voi;,

'stranger, foreigner', and cXaTOc;. verbal adj. of

eXauvEiv, 'to drive, drive away'. See xeno-,

elastic and 1st -ia.

xenia, n., the direct influence of the pollen of one

species on the seed of another species (hot.) —^

ModL., fr. Gk. 5evl5, 'hospitality', fr. livoQ.

See xeno-.

xenial, adj., relating to hospitality. — Formed

with adj. suff. -al fr. Gk. ^'^loc, 'pertaining to

hospitality', fr. ^evoi;. See xeno-.

xeno-, before a vowel xen-, combining form mean-

ing 'stranger, foreigner; strange, foreign'. —
Gk. ^evo-, Z,£-v-, fr. ^hioQ (Ion. Eeivoc, Dor.

^evfoc), 'stranger; guest', which is of uncer-

tain origin; it is perh. cogn. with L. hostis,

'stranger; enemy'. See host, 'landlord', and cp.

the second element in Polyxena.

xenogamy, n., cross-fertilization (bot.) — Com-

pounded of Gk. ^Evoc, 'strange, foreign', and

-yaixtS, fr. yajio;, 'marriage'. See xeno- and

-gamy.

xenogenous, adj., due to external causes. —
Compounded of Gk. ^evoi;, 'strange, foreign',

and -yevTji;, 'bom of, produced by". See xeno-

and -genous.

xenon, n., name of an inert gaseous element

175/ xylograph

(chem.)— ModL., lit. 'the strange, i.e. rare (ele-

ment'), fr. Gk. 5evov, neut. of S^voi;, 'stranger'

(see xeno-); coined by the discoverers of this

element, the Scottish chemist Sir William Ram-
say (1852-1916) and the English chemist Morris

WilIiamTravers(1872-1961)inl898.Cp.A:r7/)/o«.

xenotime, n., a mineral consisting essentially of

yttrium phosphate. — F. xenotime, coined by
the French mineralogist and physicist Fran^ois-

Sulpice Beudant (1787-1852), apparently fr. Gk.
^Evoi;, 'strange', and tIjjit), 'honor' (see xeno-

and timocracy). In reality, however, xenotime is

a mis-spelling for cenotime, because Beudant

himself, after giving the name xenotime, says

that it derives fr. Gk. xevoi;, 'empty, vain' (see

keno-), and ti|.i,yi, 'honor', and adds that the

name is intended to recall the fact that the min-

eral was erroneously (i.e. 'vainly') supposed by
Berzelius to contain a new metal.

xer-, form of xero- before a vowel.

xerafim, xerafui, n., a former silver coin of Por-

tuguese India. — Sp., Port., fr. Arab, sharlff,

adj., formed fr. sharif, 'shereef, with -i a suff.

meaning 'pertaining to'. See shereef and cp.

words there referred to.

xeransis, n., a drying up (med.)— Medical L., fr.

Gk. Erjpavat,?, 'drying up', fr. Sv]pa(v£iv, 'to

dry', fr. ^vjp^;. See xero-.

Xeranthemum, n., a genus of plants of the thistle

family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.
Ei^pdc, 'dry", and liv^o;, 'flower'. See xero- and
anther.

xerasia, n., excessive dryness of the hair (med.)—
Medical L., fr. Gk. ^-qpaaioi, 'dryness', from
the stem of Eripaivsiv, 'to dry', fr. ^Tjpo?. See

xero-.

xero-, before a vowel xer-, combining form mean-
ing 'dry'. — Gk. ^r^po-, 'if\f-, fr. ^Tjpoc, 'dry',

which is rel. to ^Epov, 'the dry land', and prob.

cogn. with L. serenus (for *kseres-nos), 'clear,

fair, cloudless, serene'. See serene and cp. elixir.

Cp. also the second element in Phylloxera.

xeroderma, n., roughening of the skin (med.) —
Medical L., coined by Erasmus Wilson (see

xanthoma) fr. xero- and Gk. Sepixx, 'skin'. See

derma.

xerophilous, adj., drought loving (bot.) — Com-
pounded of xero- and -philous.

xerophthalmia, n., a form of conjunctivitis (med.)

— Medical L., lit. 'dryness of the eye", fr. Gk.
5r,p6c. 'dry", and or^Q^X^ioc,, 'eye'. See xero-

and ophthalmia.

Xerophyllum, n., a genus of plants, the turkey

beard (bot.) — ModL., compounded of xero-

and Gk. 9'J>J»,ov, 'leaf". See phyllo- and cp.

Phylloxera.

xerophyte, n., a xerophilous plant (bot.) —
Compounded of Gk. Sr^poi;, 'dry', and 9'jt6v,

'plant'. See xero- and -phyte.

Xerxes, n., king of Persia, who reigned 486-465

B.C.E.; called the Great. — Gk. Slp^i/i;, fr.

OPers. Xshayarshan-. See Ahasuenis.

xiph-, form of xipho- before a vowel.

Xiphias, n., a genus of fishes, the swordfish (ich-

thyol.) — L., 'swordfish', fr. Gk. ^1916(1;,

'swordfish', fr. ^1901;, 'sword'. See xipho- and
cp. Ziphus.

xipho-, before a vowel xiph-, combining form
meaning 'sword'.— Gk. 5^90-, ^19-, fr. ^190;,

'sword', of uncertain origin. It is perh. a loan

word fr. Aram, saypha (whence also Heb. sdyif,

Arab, sayf), fr. Egypt, sefet, 'sword', which is a

derivative of the verb sft, 'to slaughter'. See H.
Lewy, Die semitischen Fremdworter im Grie-

chischen, pp. 176 ff., Muss-Amolt, On Semitic

Words in Greek and Latin, in the Transactions

and Proceedings of the American Philological

Association, p. 141, Spiegelberg in Zeitschrift

fiir vergleichende Sprachforschung, 41, 132,

Schrader, Sprachvergleichung und Urgeschich-

te, 3rd ed., II, pp. 110 ff., Cp. prec. word and
Ziphius.

xiphoid, adj., sword-shaped. — Gk. l,<.fas.\.B-Ti^,

'sword-shaped', fr. ^'90?, 'sword', and -ostSr]?,

'like', fr. elSoi;, 'form, shape'. See xipho- and
-oid.

Xmas, n., Christmas. — Prop. = X, the Greek
letter chi, as the initial letter of Xpiaxi.; (see

Christ) and -mas (in Christmas).

xoanon, n., a primitive wooden image (Greek an-

tiq.) — Gk. ^6avov, 'an image carved of wood',

from the stem of ^eiv 'to scrape, scratch, pol-

ish', which is rel. to Sueiv, of s.m. See xyster.

X rays, n. pi.. Roentgen rays. — They were called

by their discoverer Wilhelm Konrad von
Roentgen (1845-1923) (in 1896) X Strahlen (=
X-rays), to suggest that the exact nature of

radiation was unknown. For such use of the

letter x see X, x.

xyl-, form of xylo- before a vowel.

xylem, n., woody tissue in higher plants, the op-

posite of phloem (bot.) — G. Xylem, coined by

the botanist Karl Wilhelm vonNageh (1817-91),

fr. Gk. ^Hko'^, 'wood'. See xylo-.

xylene, n., any of three isomeric hydrocarbons

distinguished as ortho-, meta- and para-xylene

(chem.)— Formed with suff. -ene fr. Gk. EuXov,

'wood'. See xylo-.

xylo-, before a vowel xyl-, combining form denot-

ing 'wood'. — Gk. ^iSi'.o-, CyM'h-, fr. ^liXov,

'wood', which is of uncertain origin. It is perh.

cogn. with Lith. siilas, 'pillar", Goth, sauls,

OHG., MHG. siil, G. Sdule, OE. syt, 'pillar'.

xylobalsamum, n., the dried twigs of the balm of

Gilead tree. — L., 'balsam wood', fr. Gk.
S'jXopaXaotuov, which is compounded of ^uXov,

'tree', and paXaafiov, 'the balsam tree, resin of

the balsam tree, balsam'. See xylo- and balsam,

xylocarp, n., hard woody fruit. — Compounded
of Gk. ^liXov, 'wood', and y.apnoi;, 'fruit'. See

xylo- and carpel.

xylograph, n., wood engraving. — Compounded
of Gk. ^uXov, 'wood', and -Ypa90(;, fr. Ypa9etv,

'to write'. See xylo- and -graph.
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Derivatives: xylograph-er, n., xylograph-ic,

xylograph-ic-al, adjs., xylograph-ic-al-ly, adv.,

xylograph-y, n.

Xylonite, n., trademark for celluloid. — Formed

with subst. suff. -ite fr. Gk. ^liXov, 'wood'. See

xylo-.

xylophagous, adj., eating wood (said of insects).

— Compounded of xylo- and -cpayoi;, 'eating',

fr. 9ayEZv, 'to eat'. See -phagous.

xylophone, n., a musical instrument consisting of

a graduated series of wooden bars. — Com-

pounded of xylo- and cpwvr), 'voice'. See xylo-

and phone, 'speech sound'.

Xylotrya, n. pi., a genus of marine bivalves. —
ModL., compounded of xylo- and the stem of

Tpu£iv, 'to wear out', which derives fr. I.-E.

*rr-,zero degreeof base *ter-,'\.Q rub'. See throw.

Xyridaceae, n. pi., the yellow-eyed grass family

{bot.) — ModL., formed fr. Xyris with suff.

-aceae.

xyridaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -aceous.

Xyrls, n., a genus of plants, the yellow-eyed

grass {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. 5upk, gen.

5upi8oi;, 'a kind of iris', which is rel. to 5up6v,

'razor', fr. ^ueiv, 'to scrape, scratch, polish' (see

next word) ; so called in allusion to the 2-edged

leaves.

xyster, n., an instrument for scraping bones

(s«rg.) — Gk. Cuaxrjp, 'graving tool', fr. Suetv,

'to scrape, scratch, polish', whence also 5up6v,

'razor', ^ucttii;, 'robe with a sweeping train',

5u(jt6v, 'polished shaft of a spear' (short for

Sopu 5u(jt6v), 'polished shaft of a spear', neut.

of 5uaT6?, 'polished' (see next word), and cogn.

with k?urd(t, 'razor'; fr. L-E. base *qseu-. Cp.

Xyris, xoanon. For derivatives of *qsneu-, an

enlargement of base *gseu-, see novaculite.

xystus, n., a long and open portico for athletic

exercises (Greek and Roman antiq.) — L.,

fr. Gk. ^uotA?, 'a covered portico or gallery

where the athletes exercised in winter', short for

^udTo; 8p6[jioi;, 'polished course or race';

^uuToi; is verbal adj. of ^ue'v, 'to scrape,

scratch, polish' (see prec. word); so called in al-

lusion to the polished floor of the portico.

Y
y-, perfective pref , orig. meaning 'together with,

with'. — ME. y-, /-, fr. OE. ge-, rel. to OS. gi-,

ge-, i-, OFris. gi-, ge-, e-, MDu., Du. ge-, OHG.
ga-, gi-, MHG., G. ge-, Goth, ga-, ON. g-, and
corresponding to OI. ja- in ja-bhara, 'she gave

birth to', and cogn. with the L. pref. com-; see

com-. The same E. pref. appears—in the form
of y—in y-clept—in the form of i—in hand-

i-craft, i-wls, and—in the form of e—in

enough.

-y, suff. forming abstract nouns and correspond-

ing to OF. or F. -ie, fr. L. -ia. See 1st -ia and cp.

e.g. victor-y, fr. OF. victor-ie, fr. L. victor-ia.

-y, suff. forming abstract nouns and representing

L. -ia, fr. Gk. -la, -eta, -sia. See -ia and cp.

e.g. histor-y, fr. L. histor-ia, fr. Gk. toTop-ta.

Cp. also words ending in -acy, -algy, -ancy,

-andry, -archy- -cracy-, ency, -ergy, -ery, -gamy,

-geny, -graphy, -tatry, -logy, -money, -metry,

-nomy, -pathy, -phily, -ry, -sophy, -tomy, -trophy,

-iirgy.

-y, suff. forming abstract nouns and derived fr. L.

-ium (originally through the medium of OF. and
AF. -ie). See -ium and cp. e.g. perjur-y, fr. AF.
perjur-ie, fr. L. perjur-ium. Cp. also augur-y,

myster-y, subsid-y.

-y, subst. suff. representing OF. -e, -ee (F. -d, -ii),

fr. L. -dtus, -dtum, resp. -dta, pp. suff. of verbs

of the first conjugation. See next suff. and cp.

arm-y, cit-y, count-y.

-y, adj. suff. representing OF. -e (F. -e), fr. L.

-atus, pp. suff. of verbs of the first conjugation.

See adj. suff. -ate and cp. prec. suff.

-y, adj. suff. meaning: 1) full of, characterized by,

as in stony, healthy; 2) made of, as in waxy; 3)

somewhat like, as in wavy. — ME. -i, -y, -ie, fr.

OE. -ig, earlier -eg, -ieg, rel. to OS. -ag, ON.
-igr, -agr, -ogr, Dan., Swed., Du., G. -ig, MDu.
-ich, OHG. -ig, -ag, MHG. -ic, -ec, Goth, -eigs,

-igs, and cogn. with OI. -ika, Gk. -ix.o?, L. -icus.

Cp. e.g. holy, fr. ME. hali, holi, fr. OE. hdlig. Cp.

adj. suff. -ic.

-y, sometimes -ie, suff. forming diminutive nouns
and adjectives, e.g. Dick-y, bab-y, puss-y, dark-

y. For spelling with -ie cp. bird-ie, dear-ie, ladd-

ie- lass-ie.

yabu, yaboo, n., a hardy pony from Afghanistan.

— Pers. ydba.

yacht, n., a small pleasure ship. — Early ModDu.
jaghte (ModDu. jacht), fr. MLG.jacht, which is

short for jachtschiff, lit. 'hunting vessel", fr.

jacht, 'hunting, chase' (from the stem otjagen,

'to hunt'), and schiff, 'ship'. For the first element

see jaeger, 'sharpshooter', and cp. yager, yaw,

for the second see ship.

yaflSe, yafiU, n., the green woodpecker (dial.) —
Of imitative origin.

yager, n., a jaeger. — Anglicized form of G. So-

ger, 'hunter'. See jaeger, 'sharpshooter', and cp.

yacht.

yah, interj. expressing derision. — Imitative.

yahoo, n., brute in human form. — A word coin-

ed by Jonathan Swift (1667-1745) in Gullivers

Travels.

yahrzeit, n., annual observance of the anniver-

sary of the death of a parent or near relative

(Jewish Religion).— Yiddish yortsayt, fr. MHG.
jarzlt, 'anniversary', lit. 'year's time', fr. jar,

'year', and zit, 'time'. See year and tide, n., and
cp. the first element in Zeitgeist.

Yahweh, n., a modern attempt to transliterate the

Tetragrammaton, commonly rendered by Jeho-

vah. — This transliteration is based on the sup-

position that the Tetragrammaton is the imper-

fect Qal or Hiph'il of the Hebrew verb hdwd'',

an earlier form of hdyd , 'was', and lit. means
'the one who is, the existing', resp. 'He Who
calls into existence; the Eternal'. In reality, how-
ever, the pronunciation of the Tetragrammaton
is unknown. Cp. Jehovah.

Derivatives: Yahw-ism, n., Yahw-ist, n., Yahw-

ist-ic, adj.

Yajna, n., sacrifice personified in Vedism as the

son of Ruchi and husband of Dakshina. — OI.

yajiidlf, 'sacrifice, worship', fr. ydjati, 'he reveres

(a god) with sacrifices, he worships', which is rel.

to Avestic yazaite, of s.m., yasna-, 'sacrifice,

worship', and prob. cogn. with Gk. ayiot;,

'holy', ayv6?,| 'holy, chaste'. See hagio- and cp.

Yasna.

yak, n., wild ox of Tibet and Central Asia. —
Tibetan gyak.

yaksha, n., a class of divine beings, the gods of

wealth (Hindu mythol.) — OI. yak.?dh, rel. to

yakfati, 'he reveres, honors', which is prob. a

-f(7-enlargement of ydjati, 'he worships'. See

Yajna.

yam, n., 1) the edible root of several tropical

climbing plants of the genus Dioscorea ; 2) any

of these plants. — Port, inhame, lit. 'edible'

(with reference to the edible root), fr. Senegal

nyami, 'to eat'.

Yama, n., the first of men that died, the judge of

the dead (Hindu mythol.) — OI. Yamdh, of un-

certain origin. It means perh. lit. 'the restrainer',

fr. OI. ydmah, 'rein, bridle', and is rel. to

yamati, yacchati, 'holds together, reins in, curbs'

and possibly cogn. with L. red-imio, -ire, 'to

wreathe round', redimiculum, 'band, fillet, front-

let'. Cp. Yuna.
yamen, n., in China, official residence. — Chin.,

'oflSce', lit. 'gate with flags', fr. ya, 'flag', and
men, 'gate' ; so called from the flags placed be-

fore official buildings. Cp. Tsung-U-yamen.
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yammer, intr. v., to lament (colloq.) — ME.

yameren, alteration of ME. yomeren, fr. OE.

geomerian, geomrian, 'to mourn, complain',

which is rel. to OE. geomor, OS. jamar, 'sad,

sorrowful', OHG. jdmar, 'sad, sorrowful',

whence the noun;'amar, 'sadness, lamentation',

MHG. jamer, G. Jammer, 'lamentation', ON.

amra, OHG. dmaron, MHG. (j)dmern, G. jam-

mern, 'to lament' ;
prob. of imitative origin.

Derivatives: yammer, n., yammer-er, n.

yank, tr. and intr. v., to pull, jerk {slang). — Of

uncertain origin.

Derivative: yank, n., a sudden pull.

'Yank, n. {slang). — Abbreviation of Yankee.

Yankee, n., a citizen of New England or of the

United States of America. — Perh. fr. Du.

Janke (dimin. of Jan, John), a name applied by

Dutch colonists of New York to the English of

Connecticut. See John.

Derivatives: Yankee-dom, n., Yankee-fied, adj.,

Yankee-ism, n., Yankee-ist, n.

yap, intr. v., to yelp; n., a yelp. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. yawp, yelp.

Derivatives: yapp-er, n., yapp-ing-ly, adv.,

yapp-y, adj.

yapon, yaupon, n., a shrub. Ilex vomitoria. — Of

N. American Indian origin.

yapp, n., name of a style of book-binding. — So

called after Yapp, a 19th cent, bookseller in

London.

yard, n., a unit of length. — ME. yarde, yerde, fr.

OE. gierd, geard, gerd, 'rod, stick, measure,

yard', rel. to OS. gerda, OFris. ierde, Du. gard,

'rod', OHG. garta, gartia, gerta, MHG., G.

gerte, 'switch, twig', ON. gaddr, 'spike, sting,

nail', OHG., MHG. gart, Goth, gazds, 'prickle,

goad', fr. I.-E. base *ghasto-, *ghazdho-, 'staff,

pole', whence also L. hasta, "staff, shaft, spear',

Mir. gas, 'shoot, sprout", gat, 'willow twig'. Cp.

gad, 'goad'. Cp. also hastate.

yard, n., enclosure.—ME. yard, yerd, yerde, fr.OE.

geard, 'enclosure, piece of land, garden, yard',

rel. to OS. gardo, OFris. garda, Du. gaard(e),

OHG. garlo, MHG. garte, G. Garten, 'garden',

OHG. gart, 'circle', ON.^gardr, 'enclosure,

court, yard', Dan. gaard, S\red. gdrd, 'yard,

court, house", Goth, gards, 'house, family', and

cogn. with Gk. -/opTOC, 'enclosed place, cattle

farm', L. horlus, 'garden', lit. 'an enclosed

place", co-lwrs, 'yard, enclosure; company;

crowd; cohort", Alb. gar&, gar&i, 'hedge', W.

garth, 'courtyard', Olr. gort, 'field', OSlav.

gradii, 'a castle, city', Russ. gdrod, 'town, city",

Lith. gafdas, 'fold, pen, enclosure', OPruss.

sardis, 'hedge, fence', and prob. also with Hitt.

gurtash, 'fortress'. Cp. garden, garth, gird, 'to

encircle , and the second element in orchard. Cp.

also horticulture and words there referred to.

All these words derive fr. I.-E. *§hor-to-, *ghor-

dho-, dental enlargements of I.-E. base *gher-,

'to seize', whence Gk. /eCp, 'hand'. See chi-

ro-.
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Derivatives: yard, tr. v., to enclose in a yard,

yard-age, n.

yare, adj., 1) ready, prepared; active {archaic or

dial.) — ME. yare, yarwe, fr. OE. gearo, gearu,

'eager, ready, prepared, complete'; rel. to OS.

garo, OHG. garo, garawer, MHG., G. gar, ON.

gorr, of s.m., Du. gaar, 'done; clever'. See garb,

gear and cp. carouse,

yarmulke, n., a skullcap worn esp. by observant

Jews. — Ukrainian and Pol. yarmulka, of un-

certain origin. It possibly derives fr. Turk.

yagmurluk, 'raincoat', fr. yagmur, 'rain'.

yarn, n. — ME. yarn, yern, fr. OE. gearn; rel. to

ON., Dan., Swed., MLG., OHG., MHG., G.

garn, MDu. gaern, Du. garen, 'yarn', ON. gdrn,

'gut', and cogn. with OX. hird, 'vein', hirah,

'band', Gk. x°P^^^ 'intestine, string of gut', L.

hernia, 'rupture', hira, 'empty gut', haru-spex,

'diviner inspecting entrails', Lith. zarnd, 'gut',

Lett, za^na, of s.m. All these words derive fr.

I.-E. base *gher-, 'intestine'. Cp. chord and

words there referred to.

Derivatives ; yarn, intr. v., yarn-er, n.

yarrow, n., the plant also called milfoil. — ME.

yarowe, yarwe, fr. OE. gearwe, rel. to MDu.

garwe, gerwe, Du. gerwe, OHG. gar{a)wa,

MHG. garwe, G. Garbe, 'yarrow'.

yashmak, n., a veil worn by Mohammedan wom-

en. — Arab, ydshmaq, 'veil worn by women'.

Yasna, n., one of the four divisions of the Avesta.

— KwtsXiC yasna-, 'sacrifice, worship', rel. to Ol.

yajhdh, of s.m. See Yajna.

yatagan, n., a kind of Turkish sword. — Turk.

yatagan.

yaw, intr. v., to fall away from the line of her

course (said of a ship). — Perh. ult. fr. ON.

jaga, 'to move to and fro', orig. 'to hunt', a

MLG. loan word. See jaeger, 'sharpshooter',

and cp. yacht, yager.

Derivative: yaw, n., the act of yawing.

yawl, n., a small boat. — MLG. joUe or Du. pi

(whence also Dan., G.jolle, Swed.julle, F. yole.

It. iole, Sp. yola, Russ. jal'), 'yawl' ; of unknown

origin. Cp. jolly boat.

Derivative: yawl-er, n.

yawl, intr. v., to howl (now dial.) — A var. of

yowl,

yawn, intr. v. — ME. yanen, yanien, alteration of

ME. yenen, yonen, yeonien (which derive fr. OE.

geonian, ginian, 'to gape, yawn'), due to the in-

fluence of ME. ganien, fr. OE. gdnian, of s.m.;

rel. to OE. ginan, 'to yawn', OS. ginon, ON.

gina, 'to yawn", ON. gin, 'mouth', MDu. ghenen,

Tim' geeuwen, OHG. ginen, geindn, also gien,

MHG. genen, G. gahnen, 'to yawn', and cogn.

with OSlav. zijaJQ, zijati, 'to gape', Lith. iio-ju,

zio-li, Czech zivati, 'to yawn', Gk. zaivctv, 'to

yawn, gape', L. hidre, of s.m., OI. vi-ha-, vijihlte,

'to gape, be ajar'. All these words derive fr. I.-E.

base *ghe(i); *ghi-, 'to gape, yawn'. This base

is rel. to base *ghd{u)-, *gheu-, 'to gape'. See

chaos and 1st gum and cp. hiatus, dehisce. Cp.
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also achene, Chama, chasm, Chauna, chela,

'claw', chemosis. Cp. also chori- and words there

referred to.

Derivatives: yawn, n., the act of yawning, yawn-

er, n., yawn-ing, adj., yawn-ing-ly, adv.

yawp, intr. v., to yelp ; n., a yelp. — Of imitative

origin. Cp. yap, yelp.

yaws, n., a skin disease {med.) — A Caribbean

word.

yclept, ycleped, adj., called, named {archaic). —
ME. icleped, fr. OE. gecleopod, geclypod, pp. of

{ge)clypian, 'to call'. See y-, 'with', and clepe.

ye, pron. of the 2nd person {archaic and poet.)—
ME. ye, fr. OE. ge, 'ye', rel. to OS. gi, ge, ON.
er (prob. influenced in form by ON. ver),

Dan., Swed. /, 'ye, you', OFris. gi, MDu. gi,

ge, Du. gij, OHG., MHG. ir [prob. influenced

in form by OHG., MHG. (= G.) wir, 'we'], G.

ihr, Goth, jus, and cogn. with OPruss. ious,

Lith. 7HJ, Alb. y«, OI. yujdm, Avestic yuz m, Gk.

lifxeT?, 'ye, you'. Cp. you.

ye, def. art. — Archaic printed form of the ar-

ticle the (OE. pe), due to a confusion of the

symbol /> in OE. pe with the letter y. See the.

yea, adv., yes. — ME. ye, ya, fr. OE. gea, ge,

'yes', rel. to OS., ON., OHG., MHG. 7a, Dan.,

Swed. ja, OFris. je, Du., G. ja, Goth, ja, jai,

'yes'. Outside Teutonic cp. Gk. ^ 'in truth,

verily', Bret, ye, ya, 'yes'. Cp. yes.

Derivative: yea, n.

yean, tr. v., to bring forth ; intr. v., to bring forth

(young) ; said of sheep or goat. — ME. yenen,

fr. OE. *ge-eanian, fr. pref. ge- (see y-) and

eanian, 'to yean', which is rel. to Du. oonen;

prob. fr. I.-E. *agwh-rtos, 'lamb', whence also

Gk. a-^voQ, 'lamb', L. agnus, OSlav. {i)agn?,

Olr. Han, W. oen, OCo. oin, Bret, oan, 'lamb',

Umbr. habina{f), 'ewe lambs' (ace.) Cp. ean.

Derivative: yean-ling, n.

year, n..— ME. yere, fr. OE. gear, rel. to OS.,

OHG., yiHG. jar, ON. dr, Dan. aar, Swed. ar,

OFris. ger, Du.jaar, G. Jahr, Goth, jer, 'year',

and cogn. with Avestic ydr , 'year', Gk. wpoe,

'year', cipa, 'any limited time, the time of day,

hour, season spring, year' (whence L. hora,

'hour'), OSlav. jaz-iJ, 'spring', L. hornus (for *hd-

ydr-inos), 'of this year' (from the abl. *hd yoro,

'in this year'). All these words possibly mean lit.

'that which goes or passes', and derive fr. I.-E.

*ye-ro, an enlargement of base *ye-, itself an

enlargement of base *ey-, 'to go', whence Gk.

elui, levai, L. eo, ire, 'to go'. See itinerate and

cp. yore and the first element in yahrzeit. Cp. al-

so horary, hour.

Derivatives : year-ling, n., yearly (q.v.)

yearly, adj. — ME. yerely, yeerly, fr. OE.
gearlic, formed fr. gear, 'year', with suff. -lie.

See year and adj. suff. -ly.

yearly, adv.— ME. yerely, yerly, fr. OE. gearlice,

formed fr. gear, 'year', with sufT. -lice. See year

and adv. suff". -ly.

yearn, intr. v. — ME. yernen, fr. OE. geornan.

giernan, gernan, fr. georn, 'desirous', which is

rel. to OS., OHG. gern, ON. gjarn, 'desirous',

OS. gernean, girnean, ON. girna, OHG. geron,

geren, Goth, gairnjan, 'to desire', MHG. gern,

be-gern, G. be-gehren, 'to desire', Du. gaarne,

OHG. gerno, MHG. gerne, G. gern, gerne, 'glad-

ly, willingly', OHG. ger, 'desirous' (whence

OHG. giri, MHG. gir, G. Gier), 'greed', Goth.

faihu-gairns, 'greedy', fr. I.-E. base *gher-, 'to

desire', whence also OI. hdryati, 'he likes, is

fond of, Toch. A tsarw-, AB tsdrw-, 'to rejoice',

Gk. xaipeiv, 'to rejoice', /api;, 'grace, charm',

Oscan heriest, 'he will desire', L. horiri, 'to

urge, incite', hortdri, 'to urge, incite, encourage,

exhort', Olr. gor, 'pious', goire, 'piety'. Cp.

lammergeier. Cp. also Charis, charism, Charissa,

Aleocliara, Eucharist, chenil, hortation, dehort,

exhort.

yeamful, adj. — ME. yeornful, fr. OE. geornfull,

'eager, zealous'. See yearn and full, adj.

Derivatives: yearnful-ly, adv., yearnful-ness, n.

yeast, n. — ME. yest, fr. OE. gist, giest, rel. to

ON. jastr, jostr, Swed. jdst, Du. gist, 'yeast',

MHG. gest,jest, G. Gischt, 'foam, froth', OHG.
jesan, MUG. jesen, jern, gern, 'to ferment', G.

garen, 'to ferment' (tr.), and cogn. with OI.

ydsyati, 'it boils, seethes', Avestic yaeshyeiti,

'boils, seethes' (intr.), Toch. A yds-, 'to seethe',

Gk. t^eiv, 'to boil', t^oY), 'foam', W. ias, 'seeth-

ing, foaming' (n.) All these words derive fr. I.-E.

base *yes-, 'to boil, seethe'. Cp. eczema. Cp. also

guhr.

Derivatives: yeast-y, adj., yeast-i-ness, n.

yell, intr. and tr. v. — ME. yellen, fr. OE. giellan,

also gillan, 'to yell, shout', rel. to ON. gjalla,

Swed. gdlla, 'to resound', MDu. ghellen, Du.

gillen, OHG. gellan, MHG., G. gellen, 'to yell',

OHG., OS., OE. galan, ON. gala, 'to sing', OS.,

OHG. galm, 'outcry', ON. hana-gal, 'cockcrow',

ON. galdr, OE. gealdor, OHG. galtar, 'song',

ON. galend, 'sorcerer', lit. 'singer'. All these

words derive from the I.-E. imitative base

*ghel-, 'to cry out, call, shout, sing'. Cp. yelp.

Cp. also celandine, gale, 'wind", nightingale.

Derivatives: yell, n., yell-er, n., yell-ing, adj.

yellow, adj. — ME. yelwe, yelow, fr. OE. geolu,

rel. to OS., OHG. gelo, MDu. ghele, Du. geel,

MHG. gel, G. gelb, ON. gulr, Swed. gul, 'yel-

low', and cogn. with L. helviis, Gaul.-L. gihus,

'light bay', Gk. 7X60;, 'greenish-yellow color",

yXoT], 'young green shoot, young verdure",

ZAod^eiv, 'to be green', -/"Awpo:, 'greenish yel-

low, pale green, green, fresh', yolr,. also "/oXoc,

'bile', y^>.^iC, /eXtovT;. 'tortoise', lit. 'the yel-

low animal', OSlav. zlutu, Russ. zeltyj, "yellow',

Lith. zelvas, ialvas, 'greenish', OSlav. zelenu,

Russ. zelenyj, 'green', OSlav. zely, 'tortoise', lit.

'the yellow animal', OI. hdrih, 'yellowish',

hiranyam, 'gold', Avestic zari, 'yellow'. All these

words derive fr. I.-E. *ghel-, *ghel-, *ghle-,

*ghl6-, 'to gleam, glimmer; to be green or yel-

low', whence also OE. gldwan, ON. glda, 'to
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glow'. Cp. arsenic, Caltha, Chelone, Chelonia,

Chlorella, chlorine, Cliloris, choler, gall, 'bile',

glass, glow, gold, gull, 'unfledged bird', Helvella,

helvite, oleraceous, olitory, the first element in

zermalibub and the second element in Archelon.

Derivatives: yellow, n. and tr. and intr. v.,

yellow-ish, adj., yellow-ish-ness, n., yellow-ly,

adv., yellow-ness, n.

yeliowhammer, n., a species of bunting. — Fr.

earlier yelambre, fr. ME. *yelwambre, fr. yelwe,

'yellow', and *ambre, 'yeliowhammer', fr. OE.
amore, of s.m. For the first element see yellow.

The second element is rel. to OS. amer, OHG.
amero, MHG. amer, G. Ammer, 'yeliowham-

mer', and to OHG. amaro, 'spelt'. Accordingly

OE. amore, etc., prop, denoted a bird that feeds

on spelt. The change of yelambre to yellow-

hammer is due to a folk-etymological association

with hammer. Cp. Emberiza.

yelp, intr. v., to cry or bark shrilly. — ME.
yelpen, fr. OE. gielpan, also gilpan, gylpan, 'to

boast, exult', rel. to OE. gielp, 'boasting, pride,

glory', OS. galpon, ON. gjalpa, 'to yelp', ON.
gjalp, 'boasting', OHG. gelph, 'outcry', MHG.
gelfen, 'to boast' ; fr. Teut. *ghelp-, correspond-

ing to I.-E. *ghelb-, an extension of the

imitative base *ghel-, 'to cry out'. See yell and

cp. gulp.

Derivative: yelp, n., a shrill cry or bark.

Yemen, n., a region forming the southwestern

part of Arabia. — Vulgar pronunciation of

Arab. Ydman, lit. 'the country of the South; the

happy country' (cp. its Latin name Arabia Fe-

lix, 'Happy Arabia'), fr. ydman, 'right hand,

right side; south (i.e. the right side, if one faces

east'), whence ydmana, 'he was happy', lit. 'he

turned or went to the right' (the right side was

regarded as auspicious), ydmmana, 'he went to

the right; he blessed; he went to Yemen'. See

Benjamin and cp. words there referred to.

Derivatives: Yemen-ic, adj., yemen-i7e, adj. and

n.

yen, n., the unit of Japan, coinage. — Chin, yuen,

'round; dollar'.

yen, n., a craving (slang); intr. v., to crave (slang).

— Chin, yen, 'opium', lit. 'smoke'.

yeoman, n. — ME. yoman, yuman, yeman, 'man-

servant", of uncertain origin; perh. contractions

of ME. yongman, resp. yungman, yengman,

'young man'. See young and man.

Derivatives: yeoman-ly, adj. and adv., yeoman-

ry, n.

-yer, agential suff., now occurringly only in a few

words (as in bowyer, lawyer, sawyer). — A var.

of -ier; only used after a vowel or w. Cp. -eer.

yerba, n., the herb mat6. — Sp., fr. L. herba,

'grass, herb'. See herb and cp. contrayerva.

yercum, n., fiber of the plant mudar. — Tamil

yerkum.

yes, adv. — ME. yes, yis, fr. OE. gese, gise, prob.

compounded of gea, 'yea', and si, 3rd person

sing, of the subj. pres. ofbeon, 'to be', or oTgea,

'yea', and swd, 'so'. See yea and is, resp. so.

Derivatives : yes, n. and tr. and intr. v.

Yeshibah, Yeshivah, n., a school for Talmudic

studies. — Heb. y shlbhd , 'a sitting, session,

academy', verbal noun oiydshdbh, 'he sat down,

was sitting, remained, dwelled', which is rel. to

Aram, y thebh, 'he sat; he dwelled', Akkad.

ashdbu, 'to sit, dwell', Ugar. ySb, of s.m., Arab.

wdthaba, 'he leapt, jumped', in South Arab., 'he

sat, dwelled', Ethiop. ausdba, 'he married', lit.

'he caused to dwell'. Cp. moshav, moshava. Cp.

also marchpane.

yester-, pref. — ME. yestren, fr. OE. geostran-,

also giestran-, gystran, rel. to MLG. ghisteren,

Du. gister(en), OHG. gestaron, gesteren, MHG.
gester, gestern, G. gestern, 'yesterday', ON. i

gSr, 'tomorrow, yesterday', Goth, gistradagis,

'tomorrow'. The orig. meaning of these words

was 'the other day' (reckoned from today, either

backward or forward). They are cogn. with OI.

hydfi, 'yesterday', Avestic zyo, Pers. dl, 'yester-

day', Toch. ksdr, 'tomorrow', Gk. x^ic,, 'yester-

day". Alb. dje, L. heri, 'yesterday', L. hesternus,

'of yesterday', Olr. indhe, W. doe, OCo. doy,

'yesterday'. Cp. hesternal.

yesterday, adv. and n.— ME. yisterdai, yesterdai,

fr. OE. geostran dseg, also giestran dseg, gystran

dieg, n. and adv., 'yesterday'. See yester- and

day.

yesternight (archaic), adv., last night ; n., the night

last past. — ME. yisternight, yesternight, fr. OE.

gystran niht. See yester- and night.

yestreen, adv. and n. (Scot.) — Contraction of

yester-even. See yester and even, n.

yet, adv. — ME. yet, yete, yit, fr. OE. giet, gieta,

gyt, 'still, yet', rel. to OFris. ieta, eta, MHG.
ieuzo, ieze, 'yet'.

Derivative: yet, conj.

yew, n., any tree of the genus Taxus. — ME. eu,

fr. OE. eow, iw, rel. to MLG., MDu. iwe, iewe,

Du. ijf, OHG. Iwa, MHG. Iwe, G. Elbe, ON. yr,

'yew', and cogn. with Gaul, ivos (whence F. if,

Sp., Port, iva), Olr. eo, W. ywen, Bret, ivin,

'yew"; prob. fr. I.-E. base *oiwd-, * iwa-, *iwd-,

'berry, grape', whence also Gk. otr„ 6r„ tla,

'service, tree", L. dva, 'grape". Arm. aigi (for

oiwiyd), 'vine', and possibly also Lith. jievd,

leva, 'black alder', Lett, leva, of s.m., OSlav. iva,

'willow'. Cp. Iva, uva.

Yggdrasill, n., the great tree ofthe universe (Norse

mythol.) — ON. yg(g)drasill, fr. Yggr, name of

Odin, and drasill, 'horse'.

Yiddish, adj. and n. — G. jddisch, 'Jewish', fr.

Jude, 'Jew', fr. OHG. judo, of s.m., fr. L. Ju-

daeus, fr. Gk. 'louSaTo?. See Jew and adj. suff.

-ish.

Derivatives: Yiddish-ism, n., Yiddish-ist, n.

yield, tr. and intr. v. — ME. yelden, yilden, fr.

OE. gieldan, gildan, geldan, 'to pay, give', rel. to

OS. geldan, 'to be worth', ON. gjalda, 'to repay,

return", Dan. gjielde, 'to be worth, be of some
value, concern', MDu. ghelden, Du. gelden, 'to
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cost, be worth, concern', OHG. geltan, MHG.
gelten, 'to pay, restore; to be worth', G. gelten,

'to be worth', Goih. fra-gildan, us-gildan, 'to re-

pay, requite', and to Du. geld, 'money', OHG.,
MHG. gelt, 'payment, contribution', G. Geld,

'money' ; fr. pre-Teutonic *ghel-td-, 'I pay'. Cp.

OSlav. zlgdg, zUsti, 'to pay', Lith. geliiioti, 'to be

worth', which are Teut. loan words. Cp. also

geld, 'payment, tax', guild, and the second

element in Danegeld.

Derivatives : yield, D..,yield-ing, adj., yield-ing-ly,

adv.

Yima, n., the Avestic equivalent ofYama (Persian

mythol.) — Avestic Yima-, rel. to Ol. Yamdh.

See Yama.
-yl, combining form used to form the names of

chemical radicals. — F. -yle, fr. G. -yl, fr. Gk.

uXt], 'wood, forest; material, matter', which is

of uncertain origin; cp. hylo-, odyl. The term -yl

was introduced into chemistry by the German
chemists Justus Liebig (1803-73) and Friedrich

Wohler (1800-82) in 1832, when they coined the

name benzoyle (q.v.)

ylang-ylang, n. — See ilang-ilang.

yiem, n., the hypothetical first substance from

which the chemical elements are supposed to

have been formed; proposed by the physicist

George Gamow, professor of the George

Washington University (born in Odessa, Russia,

in 1904). — ME., fr. MF. Hem, fr. Late L. hy-

lem, ace. of hyle, fr. Gk. uXt], 'material, matter'.

See hyle.

-yiene, combining form 1) denoting an unsatu-

rated hydrocarbon; 2) used to form names of

bivalent radicals (chem.) — Coined fr. -yl and

-ene.

-ylidene, combining form used to form names of

bivalent radicals derived by the removal of two

hydrogen atoms from the same carbon atom of

a hydrocarbon (chem.) — Coined through the

insertion of -id- into -ylene.

yodel, intr. v., to sing by suddenly changing to

and from falsetto; tr. v., to sing (a tone) by

yodeling. — G. jodeln, formed fr. *yo-, an imi-

tative base expressing joy. Cp. yowl. Cp. also

jubilate. The word yodel first occurs in Scott

(1830).

Derivatives: yodel, n., yodel-er, n.

yodh, yod, n., name of the 10th letter of the

Hebrew alphabet. — Heb. yodh, rel. to yddh,

'hand'; so called in allusion to the ancient

Hebrew form of this letter. Cp. iota, jot.

yoga, n. (Hindu philos.) — Ol. yoga-, 'a yoking,

union', fr. yundkti, 'harnesses, yokes, joins'. See

yoke and cp. Yuga.

yogh, n., name of the Middle English letter j. —
ME. yogh, yoc, 3ogh, 30c, 30k, prob. identical

with ME. 30c, 'yoke' (see yoke), and so called

because the word 30c begins with the letter j.

yoghurt, yoghourt, yogurt, a., a food made from
milk fermented by a bacterium. — Turk.

yogurt.

yogi, n., one who practices yoga. — Hind, yogi,

fr. 01. yoga-. See yoga.

yogism, n., teachings of the yoga. — A hybrid

coined fr. yogi with -ism, a sufi". of Greek origin.

yogist, n., an adherent of yogism. — A hybrid

coined fr. yogi with -ist, a suff. of Greek origin.

yo-heave-ho, interj.(/iflMf.)— Of imitative origin.

yoho, interj. (naut.) — Of imitative origin.

yoicks, interj., a huntsman's cry to foxhounds.—
Of imitative origin. Cp. hoicks.

yoke, n. — ME. yok, fr. OE. geoc, rel. to OS. juk,

ON., Swed. ok, Dan. aag, MDu. joe, juc, Du.

juk, OHG. joh, MHG., G. joch, Goth, juk,

'yoke', and cogn. with Ol. yugdm, Hitt. jugan.

Arm. luc, Gk. Cuy^^i L. jugum, OSlav. igo (for

*jugo), Lith. jitngas (in which the n is due to the

influence of the verb jimgiu, 'I yoke, harness',

corresponding to L. jungo, 'I join'), Lett, jtigs,

OW. iou, W. iau, OCo. ieu, 'yoke', and with OL
yundkti, 'harnesses', Gk. ^suyvuvai, 'to join,

link together, yoke, harness', L. jungere, 'to

join, unite'. See join and cp. words there referred

to. Cp. also syzygy, yoga, Yuga, zeugma, zygo-,

zygoma.

Derivatives: yoke, v. (q.v.), yoke-less, adj.

yokel, n., rustic, countryman. — Of uncertain

origin. Perh. fr. dial. E. yokel, 'woodpecker',

which is prob. of imitative origin.

yolk, n., the yellow part of the egg. — ME. yelke,

yolke, fr. OE. geoloca, geoleca, geolca, 'yolk', fr.

geolu, 'yellow'. See yellow.

Derivatives: yolk-ed, yolk-y, adjs.

yom, n., day, a Hebrew word occurring in the

names of feasts. — Heb. ydm, 'a day', rel. to

Aram.-Syr. ydm, Ugar. ym, Arab, yaum, Akkad.

dmu, 'day', Ethiop. ydm, 'today', Aram.

y^mdmd, Syr. Imdmd, 'day', in contradistinction

to 'night'.

Yom Kippur, the day of Atonement (Jewish Reli-

gion). — Mishnaic Heb. yom kippur (in Bibl.

Heb. yom kippdrirri), 'day of atonement", fr.

yom, 'day' (see yom), and kippur, 'atonement,

expiation', fr.Bibl. Heb. fa>pi?r,'theymade atone-

ment, made propitiation, forgave, appeased,

pacified', from whose stem derive kopher, 'ran-

som ; fine', kappSreth, 'seat of Mercy, Propitia-

tory', Mishnaic Heb. kappdrd , 'atonement, ex-

piation, forgiveness'. The orig. meaning of

kipper was prob. 'he covered' (cp. kissd al 'dwon,

'he covered iniquity', Neh. 3 : 37). It is rel. to

Aram, kapper, 'he wiped out, effaced, forgave,

atoned for', Arab, kdfara, 'he covered, hid'.

Some scholars connect. Heb. kipper with Akkad
kapdru, 'to wipe off', kuppuru, 'to wipe off; to

expiate', Aram. k"phar, 'he washed away, wiped

off'. However, as shown by the Aram, verbs

k'phar and kapper, the meanings 'to wash away,

wipe off, cover, expiate', are interrelated, and,

accordingly, all the above words are etymolog-

ically connected. For sense development cp.

Arab, ghdfara, 'he covered ; he forgave', 'o/if, 'he

covered ; he wiped out; he forgave'.
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yom tob, yom tov, a Jewish holiday or festival. •

—

Heb. yom tobh, lit. 'a good day', fr. yom, 'day',

and tobh, 'good'. For the first word see prec.

word, for the second see Tobiah.

yon, adj. — ME. yong, fr. OE. geon, 'yon', rel. to

OFris. jen, ON. enn, OHG. ener, jener, MHG.
ener, jener, MLG. gene, MDu. ghens, G. jener,

Goth, joins, 'that, yon', ON. enn, inn, 'the', fr.

I.-E. base *eno-, *ono-, whence also Gk. 4>ceTvo?

(Ion. xEtvo?), 'that one' (which prob. stands

for c-jts-cvo? or *e-xei-evo(;), hrr\, 'the day after

tomorrow', Iviot, 'some', L. enim, 'indeed',

Umbr. enom, 'then', OSlav. onU, 'he', Lith. anas,

ahs, 'that one', Hitt. eni-, anni-, of s.m., annaz,

'once, in time past'. Cp. yonder, beyond. Cp. also

other.

Derivative: yon, adv.

yond, adv., yonder. — ME., fr. OE. geond,

'through, throughout (prep.); over, yonder'

(adv.); rel. to MLG. gent,jint, Du. ginds, Goth.

jaind, 'thither', and to OE. geon, 'yon'. See prec.

word.

yonder, adv. — ME. yonder, formed fr. yond,

'yonder', with compar. suff. -er. Cp. MLG.
ginder, gender, MDu. gender, gonder, ginder, Du,
ginder, Goth, jaindre, 'over there', and see prec.

word.

Derivative: yonder, adj.

yore, adv., long ago. — ME. yore, fr. OE. geara,

gedra, 'long ago, formerly', lit. 'of years', gen.

pi. of gear, 'year'. See year.

Derivative: yore, n.

york, tr. v., to bowl out (a batsman) with a

yorker. — Back formation from next word.

yorker, n., a bowled ball that pitches inside the

crease (cricket). — Prob. connected with the

place name York.

Yorkist, n., an adherent of the house of York
{English hist.) — Formed from the English

place name York with suff. -ist.

you, pron. — ME. eow, eou, you, yow, fr. OE.
eow, used as dat. and ace. oige, 'ye' ; rel. to ON.
ydr (used as dat. and ace. of er, 'ye'), OS. iu

(used as dat. and ace. of gl, ge, 'ye'), OFris.

iuwe, iwe (used as dat. and ace. of gi, 'ye'), MDu.
« (used as dat. and ace. oi 9i,£e, 'ye'), Du. «

(used as dat. and ace. ofgij, 'ye'), OHG., MHG.
iu (used as dat. of />, 'ye'), OHG. iuwih, MHG.
iuwich, iuch (used as ace. of ir, 'ye'), G. euch

(used as dat. and ace. of ihr, 'ye'), Golh. izwis

(used as dat. and ace. ofjiis, 'ye"). See ye, pron.,

and cp. your.

young, adj. — ME. yung, yong, fr. OE. geong, rel.

to OS., OVris.jung, ON. ungr, Dan., Swed. ung,

MDu. jonc, Du. jong, OHG. jung, MHG. June,

G.jung, Goth, juggs, 'yong", and cogn. with L.

juvencus, 'a young bullock ; a young man', ju-

venca, 'a young cow ; a young woman', Umbr.
i veka (corresponding to h. ju(,v)e(n)ca], 'heifer',

OI. yuvasdh, 'youthful ; young man, youth', Olr.

oac, Mir. oc, W. ieuanc, Co. iouenc, iunc, Bret.

yaouank, 'young'; fr. I.-E. *yuwnk6s, a deriva-

tive of *yuw^-, which is an enlargement of base

*yeu-, 'young', whence OI. yiivd, yuvan-, 'young;

young man, youth', Avestic yvan- (gen. yun-o),

'young man', L. juvenis, 'young; young man',

Olr. 6a, Sam, 'younger, youngest', MW. ieu,

Bret., iaou, 'younger", W. ieuaf, 'youngest',

OSlav. junii, Lith. jdunas, Lett, jauns, 'young'.

Cp. youngster, younker, youth, the first element

in euphroe and the second element in galloglass.

Cp. also juvenile and words there referred

to.

Derivatives: young, n., young-ish, adj.

youngling, n. — ME. yongiing, fr. OE. geongling,

dimin. oi geong, 'young'. Cp. OS.jungling, ON.
yngUngr, OFris. jongeling, Du. jongeling, OHG.
jungaling, MHG. jungeling, G. Jungling and see

young and -ling.

youngster, n. — The same as youngling, the suff.

-ster having replaced the older suff. -ling. See

young and -ster and cp. younker.

younker, n. — Du. jonkheer, jonker, fr. MDu.
jonchere, lit. 'a young lord', fr. MDu. jonc (Du.

jong), 'young', and here (Du. heer), 'lord, mas-
ter'. See young and Herr and cp. the second ele-

ment in mynheer.

your, pron. — ME., fr. OE. eower, prop. gen. of

ge, 'ye'; rel. to OS. iuwar, OFris. iuwer, ON.
ydvarr, ydarr, Du. uw, OHG. iuwer, MHG.
iuwer, G. euer, Goth, izwar, 'your'. See ye,

pron., and cp. you.

Derivative: your, adj.

yours, pron. — ME. youres, yours, fr. OE.
eowres, gen. sing. masc. and neut. of eower,

'your'. See prec. word and adv. suff. -s.

youth, n. — ME. viwethe, youthe, youhihe, fr. OE.
geogop, geogup (in ME. the g between two
vowels was changed into j, which disappeared),

fr. OE. geong, 'young'; rel. to OS. juguth, OFris.

jogethe, MDu. joghet, joghet, Du. jeugd, OHG.
jugund, MHG. jugent, G. Jugend, Goth, junda,

fr. Teut. *jugunpi, corresponding to I.-E.

*yuwn-ti, 'youth', which is an enlargement of

I.-E. *yuwn-, 'young'. See young and subst. suff.

-th.

Derivatives: youth-en, tr. and intr. v., youth-ful,

adj., youth-ful-ly, adv., youth-ful-ness, n.

yowl, intr. v., to howl, wail; n., a howl, wail. —
ME. yowlen, youlen, of imitative origin. Cp.

yodel.

yo-yo, n., a spoollike toy. — Trade name.

yperite, n., mustard gas. — F. yperite, formed fr.

yper- (fr. Ypres, a town in Belgium, where it was

used in World War I) and subst. suff. -ite.

ytterbia, n., ytterbium oxide (chem.) — ModL.
See next word and 1st -ia.

ytterbium, n., a metallic element, belonging to the

rare earth group (chem.) — ModL., coined by

the Swedish chemist Car! Gustaf Mosander
(1797-1858) fr. Ytterby, name of a town in

Sweden, place of its discovery. For the ending

see chem. suff. -ium. Cp. erbium and yttrium.

Derivative: ytterb-ic, adj.

yttria, n., yttrium oxide (chem.) — ModL. See

yttrium and 1st -ia.

yttriferous, adj., containing yttrium (chem.) —
Compounded of yttrium and -ferous.

yttrium, n., a metallic element of the rare earth

group (chem.) — ModL., coined by Mosander

from the abbreviation of Ytterby, name of a

town in Sweden, place of its discovery. See

ytterbium.

Derivatives: yttr-ic, adj., yttri-ous, adj.

yttro-, combining form meaning 'containing yt-

trium'. — See prec. word.

Yucca, n., a genus of plants, the bear grass and

the Spanish bayonet (hot.) — ModL., fr. Sp.

yuca, a word of Haitian origin.

yuga, n., one of the four ages of the world.— OI.

yugdm, 'yoke; age'. See yoke.

Yugoslav, Jugoslav, n., inhabitant of Yugoslavia.

— Compounded of Serbo-Croatian jugo-,

'south-', fr. jug, 'south, south wind, noon', and

Slav. Serbo-Croatian jug derives fr. OSlav. jugU

(whence also OCzech, Slovak, etc., juh, Czech.

jih), 'south', whence also OSlav.jutro, 'morning'

;

prob. cogn. with Gk. cuiyri, 'light of the sun,

ray, brightness, dawn, daybreak'. See augite.

Derivatives; Yugoslav, Jugoslav, Yugoslav-ic,

Jugoslav-ic, adjs.

Yugoslavia, Jugoslavia, n., the country inhabited

by the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. — See prec.

word.

Derivative: Yugoslav-ian, Jugoslav-ian, adj.

Yuit, n., one of the Asiatic Eskimos. — Native

name lit. meaning 'men'. Cp. Innuit.

yule, n. — ME. yol, yole, fr. OE. geohhol, gehhol,

geol, rel. to OE. geola, 'the Yule month', ON.
jol, 'Yule, Christmas', ylir, 'the Yule month',

Dan., Swed. y"«/, 'Christmas', Goth, jiuleis, 'the

Yule month'. Cp. OF. jolif (F. joli), 'pretty,

nice', which orig. meant 'festive', and derives fr.

ON. jol. Cp. joUy.

ywis. — A var. of iwis.



zabeta, zabita, n., regulation {India). — Arab.

4dbita'' (in vulgar pronunciation zabita), 'gen-

eral rule', fr. ddbata, 'he held firmly, seized con-

fiscated', which is rel. to Heb. tzdbhdt, 'he reach-

ed, held out', in Mishnaic Heb. 'he seized,

held', in ModHeb. 'he pinched, nipped', Akkad.

sabatu (also fabatu), 'to seize, hold fast', Ethiop.

dabdta, 'he seized, held firmly'. Cp. zabti,

zaptieh.

zabra, n., a kind of sailing vessel. — Sp., fr.

Arab, zdwraq, 'a small boat'.

zabti, adj., confiscated {India). — Arab, dabti {in

vulgar pronunciation zaif/), 'seized, confiscated',

from the stem of ddbata, 'he seized, held firmly,

confiscated'. See zabeta.

zacaton, n., any of various grasses, the broom-

root. — Amer. Sp. zacaton, augment, of zacate,

'grass'. See sacaton.

Zachariah, Zacharias, Zachary, masc. PN. {Bi-

ble). — Late L. Zacharias, fr. Gk. Zayaptai;,

fr. Heb. Z^kharydhu, Z^kharyah, ht. 'the Lord

has remembered'. The first element of this com-

pound name derives fr. Heb. zdkhdr, 'he re-

membered', whence also zekher, zikkdron, 're-

membrance, memorial', azkdrd , 'memorial

offering; name'. Cp. Aram.-Syr. d^khar, Arab.

dhdkara, Ethiop. zakhdra, 'he remembered',

Akkad. sakaru, zakaru, 'to say, name, swear',

zikru, 'name'. For the second element see Elijah

and cp. words there referred to. Cp. Zecha-

riah.

Zacchaeus, Zaccheus, masc. PN. — Late L. Zac-

chaeus, fr. Gk. Zax;(aTo(;, fr. Heb. Zakkdy, lit.

'pure, innocent', fr. zakhd , 'he was clean, was

pure; he was innocent', which is rel. to Arab.

dhdkd, 'he was pure', Aram.-Syr. d khd, d khi,

'he was bright', Aram.-Syr. z^kha, z^khi, 'he was

pure, was innocent' (whence Arab, zdkd, 'was

pure in a moral sense'), Akkad. zakU, 'to be

clean, be pure'. Cp. zdkkdkh, 'was clean, was

pure, was bright', a seconda/y form of zakhd'',

and zkhakhtth, 'glass', which is a derivative of

zdkkdkh.

zaddik, n. — See tzaddik.

zaffer, zafTre, n., unrefined cobalt oxide. — F.

zafre, safre, prob. fr. L. sapphirus, 'sapphire'.

See sapphire.

zain, n., a horse of dark color.— F., fr. Sp. zaino,

'traitor, false; horse of dark color', fr. Arab.

khd'in, 'traitor'.

Zaiophus, n., a genus of eared seals {zool.) —
ModL., formed fr. s^-, Aeol. equivalent of Gk.
Sia-, 'very' (fr. Side, 'through'), and fr. Gk.
X690?, 'crest'. See dia- and lopho-.

zamarra, zamarro, n., shepherd's dress made of

sheepskin. — Sp., fr. Arab, sammur, 'sable,

sable's skin'. Cp. zimarra.

Zamenis, n., a genus of colubrid snakes {zool.)—
ModL., fr. Gk. CaH-^^''i?> 'very strong, mighty,

raging', formed fr. pref. !^a- (see zaiophus) and

[j.£vo(;, 'might, force', which derives fr. L-E.

base *men-, 'to think, remember, have one's

mind aroused', whence also L. mens, 'mind,

understanding'. See mind and cp. mental, 'per-

taining to the mind'.

zamindar. n. — See zemindar,

zanja, n., ditch, trench, drain. — Sp., fr. Arab.

zdnqcr, 'a narrow street'.

Zannichellia, n., a genus of plants, the horned

pondweed {bat.) — ModL., named after the

Italian botanist Gian Girolamo Zannichelli

(1662-1729). For the ending see 1st suff. -ia.

Zannichelliaceae, n. pi., a family of aquatic herbs

{bot.)— ModL., formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-aceae.

Zanthorrhiza, n., a genus of plants, the yellow-

root (bot.) — ModL., lit. 'yellow root', fr. Gk.

5av&6i;, 'yellow' and ptl^a, 'root'. See xantho-

and rhizo-.

zany, n., a buffoon. — F. zani, borrowed fr.

Venetian zani, zanni, abbrev. of It. Giovanni,

'John'. See John,

zaptieh, n., a Turkish policeman. — Turk, pro-

nunciation of Arab, ddbittya , 'police', pi. of

ddbiti, 'policeman', fr. ddbit, 'strong, firm', prop,

partic. of ddbata, 'he held firmly'. See zabeta.

Zarathustra, n., the founder of the ancient Persian

religion.— Avestic Zard&ushtra. See Zoroaster,

zareba, also zareeba, zariba, n., an enclosed camp.
— Arab, zariba , 'pen, enclosure', fr. zdraba, 'he

made an enclosure', fr. zarb, 'hedge, fence;

sheepfold'.

zarp, n., a member of the Boer police.— Formed
fr. the initials of Zuid-^frikaansche /tijdende

Politic (= South-African Mounted Police). See

J. F. Bense, A Dictionary of the Low Dutch

Element in the English Vocabulary, p. 614.

zayin, n., name of the 7th letter of the Hebrew
alphabet.— Mishnaic Heb. zdyin, lit. 'weapon',

fr. Aram, zdyin, which is of uncertain origin. It

is perh. rel. to Heb. "azen (in dzenekhd, Deut.

23 : 14), 'weapon'; so called in allusion to the

ancient Hebrew form of this letter. Cp. zed,

zeta.

Zea, n., a genus of grasses {hot.) — ModL.,

adopted by the Swedish botanist Carolus Lin-

naeus (1707-78) fr. L. zea, 'a kind of grain", fr.

Gk. t^siai (later also in the sing. Csta, ?£a),

'one-seeded wheat', which is cogn. with OI.

ydvafi, Avestic yava-, 'corn, grain', Lith. javaT

(pi.), of s.m., Ir. eorna, 'barley'.

zeal, n.— ME. zele, fr. Late L. zelus [whence also

It. zelo, OF. zel (F. idle), Sp. celo], fr. Gk.
XfiiKoq, (Dor. i^otXoq), 'jealousy, fervor, zeal'.

1767 zephyr

which is prob. rel. to ?7)T4to, Dor. i^areuto,

Aeol. ^dtT7)|xi, 'I seek for, inquire into',

St-i;T][j.ai, 'I seek out, demand', and perh. also

to C'OiJ-'S, Dor. ^a|xta, 'damage, penalty'. Cp.

jealous. Cp. also zetetic.

zealot, n. — Late L. zelotes, fr. Gk. ^rjXto-DQi;,

'zealous follower*, fr. ^^Xo?. See prec. word.

Derivatives: zealot, adj., zealol-ic, adj., zealot-

ism, n., zealot-ist, n., zealot-ry, n.

zealous, adj. — ML. zelosus, fr. Late L. zelus. See

zeal and -ous and cp. jealous, which is a doublet

of zealous.

Derivatives: zealous-ly, adv., zealous-ness, n.

zebec. — A var. of xebec.

zebra, n. — Port., fr. Amharic zebra.

Derivative: zebr-ine, adj.

zebra-, combining form denoting stripiness. —
From prec. word.

zebrine, adj., pertaining to, or resembling, a ze-

bra. — Formed from prec. word with adj. suff.

-ine (representing L. -inus).

zebu, n., an Asiatic ox. Bos indicus.— F. zebu. In

Europe the animal was first shown at the Paris

fair of 1752. According to the French naturalist

Count de Georges Louis Leclerc Buffon (1707-

88), the name is of uncertain origin.

Zebulun, n., son of Jacob by Leah; a tribe of

Israel {Bible). — Heb. Z bhulun, assimilated fr.

*Z bhUlon, which is formed with dimin. suff. -on

fr. z''bhiil, 'a dwelling', fr. zdbhdl, 'he dwelled'.

See Gen. 30 : 20.

zecchin, n., sequin. — See 1st sequin.

Zechariah, n., in the Bible, 1) the eleventh in the

order of the Twelve Prophets ; 2) the Book of

Zechariah {Bible). — Heb. See Zachariah.

zed, n., name of the letter z.— F. zMe, fr. L. zeta,

fr. Gk. t^^xa, name of the letter C See zeta and

cp. izzard.

zedoary, n., an aromatic drug. — ML. zedoaria,

fr. VArab. zedwdr (in Classical Arabic pronun-

ciation, zadwdr), fr. Pers. zedwdr. Cp. setwall.

zein, n., a simple protein occurring in maize {bio-

chem.)— Formed fr. L. zea (see prec. word) with

suff. -in.

Zeitgeist, n., the spirit of the time. — G., lit. 'time

spirit', fr. Zeit, 'time', and Geist, 'spirit'; see

tide and ghost, and cp. the second element in

yahrzeit. The word Zeitgeist was first used in

English by the English poet and literary critic

Matthew Arnold (1822-88).

zemindar, n., landholder. — Pers. zamindar, com-
pounded of zamin, zami, 'earth, land', and -ddr,

'holder, possessor'. The first element is cogn.

with OSlav. zemlja, 'earth' ; see humus and cp.

next word. For the second see aumildar andcp.

words there referred to.

Derivative: zemindar-y, n.

zemstvo, n., provincial coimcil in Russia.— Russ.,

fr. zemlya, 'earth, land'; cp. Novaya Zemlya, lit.

'New Land', name of two large islands in the

Arctic off the coast of European Russia. Russ.

zemlya derives fr. OSlav. zemlja, 'earth, land'.

which is rel. to Lith. zeme, Lett, zeme, OPruss.

same, semme, of s.m., and cogn. with L. humus,

'earth, ground, soil'. See humus and cp. words
there referred to.

zenana, n., apartment in which the women are

secluded in India, harem. — Hind, zanana, fr.

Pers. zanana, 'of women', fr. zan, 'woman',

which is rel. to Ol.jdni/i, 'wife', Avestic jainish,

'wife', yna-, g'nd, of s.m., and cogn. with Goth.

quino, OE. cwene, 'woman'. See quean and cp.

queen. Cp. also gyneco-.

Zend, n., 1) the translation and exposition of the

Avesta (cp. next word) ; 2) the original language

of the Zend-Avesta. — OPers. zend, fr. Pahlavi

Zand, 'commentary'; in the sense of 'the lan-

guage ofthe Zend-Avesta' first used by Anquetil-

Duperron (1731-1805) in 1771.

Zend-Avesta, n., the sacred books of the Parsees.

— Pers. Avistdk va Zend, lit. 'text and commen-
tary'. See Zend and Avesta.

zenith, n., 1) celestial point vertically over the ob-

server; the opposite of nadir; 2) the highest

point. — Late ME., fr. OF. cenit{h) (F. zenith),

fr. Sp. cenit, fr. VArab. semt, corresponding to

Classical Arab, samt, 'way, path' (abbreviation

of samt-ar-rd's, 'way over the head'), fr. L. se-

-mita, 'path, way'. VArab. semt became senil,

zenit, owing to a misreading of the letter m as

ni. Cp. azimuth. L. semita prob. stands for *se-

-mita, fr. sed-, se, 'aside', and *mita, fr. medre,

'to go'. See se- and meatus.

Derivative: zenith-al, adj.

Zenobia, n., fem. PN. — L. Zenobia, fr. Gk.

ZT]vopia, lit. 'force of Zeus', compounded of

Zrjv, a collateral form of Zeu?, 'Zeus' (see Zeus

and deity), and of pia, 'strength, force', which

is cogn. with OI. jyd, jid, 'force, power', jindti,

'he overpowers, oppresses', Jdyali, 'he van-

quishes, conquers', Jaydft, 'victory'. Cp. Jain.

zeolite, n., hydrous silicate formed in igneous

rocks {mineral.) — ModL. zeolites, lit. 'boiling

stone', coined by the Swedish mineralogist Axel

Fredric Cronstedt (1722-65) fr. Gk. ZsXv, 'to

boil', and X[^o<;, 'stone' (see eczema and -lite

and cp. yeast); so called by him because it swells

up when heated.

Derivatives: zeolit-ic, adj., zeolit-ize, tr. v.,

zeolit-iz-ation, n.

Zephaniah, 1) masc. PN.; 2) in the Bible, the

ninth in the order of the Twelve Prophets

{Bible). — Heb. Tz^phanyd'', lit. 'the Lord has

hidden". The first element of this compound
name derives fr. Heb. tzaphdn, 'he has hidden',

whence also tzdphSn, 'north', prop, 'the hidden

region'. For the second element see Elijah and

cp. words there referred to.

zephyr, n. — Earlier Zephyrus, fr. ME. Zephirus,

fr. L. zephyrus, fr. Gk. t^e^upoq, 'west wind',

which prob. stands in gradational relationship

to 1^0901;, 'darkness, dark region, west'.

Derivatives : zephyr-ean, zephyr-ian, zephyr-ous,

adjs.



Zephyranthes 1768

Zephyranthes, n., a genus ofplants of the amaryl-

lis family (bot.) — ModL., compounded of Gk.
Cstpupo?, 'west wind' and fivO-oc;, 'flower'. See

zephyr and anther.

zeppelin, n., a large, dirigible airship. — Named
after its inventor. Count Ferdinand von Zeppe-

lin (1838-1917).

Zeraim, n. pi., the first of the six orders of the

Mishnah. — Heb. z^ra'im, 'seeds', pi. of zera\

from the stem of zdrd'', 'he sowed', which is rel.

to Ugar. dr\ Aram.-Syr. z*ra', 'he sowed', z"ra\

'seed', Arab, zdra'a, 'he sowed', zar', 'seed',

Ethiop. zard'a, more frequently zard'a, 'he sow-

ed', Akkad. zeru, 'seed', zdru, 'begetter'. Cp. the

first element in Zerubbabel.

zermahbub, n., a former Turkish gold coin. —
Turkish, fr. Pers. zer, 'gold' (see arsenic), and
Arab, mahbub, 'beloved', pass. part, of hdbba,

'he loved', which is rel. to Heb. habhdbh, Aram.-
Syr. habbebh, 'he loved'.

zero, n. — F. zero, fr. It. zero, earlier zefiro, fr.

ML. zephirum, fr. Arab, sifr, 'empty; zero'. See

cipher.

zeroize, tr. v., to put (the dial, etc.) back to zero.

— A hybrid coined from prec. word and -ize, a

suff. of Greek origin.

Zerubbabel, n., the leader of the Babylonian exiles

back to Jerusalem {Bible). — Heb. Z^rubbabhel.

The name prob. means 'begotten in Babylon',

fr. z ru"' bdbhel, fr. passive part, of zard', 'he

sowed', and Bdbhel, the Hebrew name of Baby-
lon. See Zeraim and Babel.

zerumbet, n., a drug. — Sp. or Port., fr. Pers.

zarunbdd, fr. Hind, zarunbdd.

zest, n., 1) something that gives flavor or relish;

2) keen enjoyment. — Early ModF. zest (F.

zesle), 'orange or lemon peel', of uncertain ori-

gin.

Derivatives: zest-y, adj., zest-ful, adj., zest-ful-

ly, adv., zest-fut-ness, n.

zeta, n., name of the sixth letter of the Greek al-

phabet. — L. zeta, fr. Gk. "Qr^-zy., which prob.

derives fr. Heb. zdyith (construct state: zeth), or

Aram, zethd, 'olive'. See H. Lewy, Die semiti-

schen Fremdwdrter im Griechischen, 1895, pp.

1 69 f. and cp. cedilla. — .Many scholars derive

Gk. Xfi^-'i. fr. zayin, name of the seventh letter

of the Hebrew alphabet (see zayin), and explain

the form J^t/toc as based on the analogy of
J)Ta. &y)Ta, names of the letters following ^^Ta.

See E. Boisacq, DELG., p. 309.

zetetic, adj., proceeding by inquiry. — Gk.
^r,TT,Ti-/<c(:, 'searching, inquiring', fr. 'CT,TT,':6q.

verbal adj. of ^viteoj, 'I seek for, inquire into'.

See zeal and adj. suff. -ic.

zeugma, n., a figure of speech in which a word
(usually a verb or adjective) is used to modify
two words, to only one of which it is logically

applicable (gram, and rhet.) — L., fr. Gk.
CeOvfxa, 'yoke, bond', from the stem of C^u-

yviivai, 'to join, link together, yoke, harness'

(whence also ^eOyoi;, 'harness'), which is rel. to

Cuyov, !^uy6;, 'yoke'. See yoke and cp. zeuxite,

zygo-. For the ending see suff. -ma.

zeunerite, n., a hydrous copper uranium arsenate

{mineral.) — G. Zeunerit, named after the

German physicist Gustav Zeuner (1828-1907).

The ending -it goes back to Gk. -itt]?; see

subst. suff. -ite.

Zeus, n., the supreme god of the ancient Greeks.
— Gk. Zsii; [gen. *Ai(f)6?], cogn. with the

first element in L. Diespiter, Jupiter, 'Jupiter'.

See deity and cp. words there referred to. Cp.
also the first element in Diomedes, Dione, Dios-

curi, Diospyros, Zenobia.

zeuxite, n., a kind of brown tourmaline.— Form-
ed with subst suff. -ite fr. Gk. Ceu^i?, 'a join-

ing', from the stem of ^euyviivai, 'to join'. See

zeugma and cp. epizeuxis. The name ^cGSiq

was chosen to render 'Unity' in Huel Unity,

name of a place in Cornwall, where it was
found.

zho, also dzo, n., hybrid between a yak and a

common cow. — Tibetan wdzo.

zibeline, zibeUine, adj., referring to sables. —
MF. (= F.) zibeline, fr. It. zibellino, 'pertaining

to sables'. See sable, 'a small animal', and adj.

suff. -ine.

zibet, also zibeth, n., the Asiatic or Indian civet.

— It. zibetto, fr. Gk. ^aTiETiov, fr. Arab, zabdd,

'foam, froth', which is rel. to zubd, 'cream'. Cp.
civet.

ziggurat, zikkurat, n., Babylonian temple in the

form of a tower. — Akkad. ziqquratu, 'pinna-

cle', fr. zaqaru, 'to be high".

zigzag, n., one of a series of short turns in alter-

nate directions — F., fr. G. Zickzack, which is

of doubtful, possibly imitative, origin. The
German word was orig. spelled sicsac; it was
first used during the siege of Landau in 1703 in

the military sense 'approaches' (pi.)

Derivatives: zigzag, adj. and intr. v., zigzagg-ed,

adj., zigzagg-ed-ly, adv., zigzagg-er, n., zigzagg-

y, adj.

Ziila, n., a genus of plants of the family Brassi-

caceae (foor.) — ModL., fr. Arab, slllc!', 'thorn,

prickle', which is rel. to Arab. sulld\ Aram.
silwd, Heb. sillon, of s.m. See Immanuel Low,
Aramaische Pflanzennamen, 150.

zillah, n., a district in India. — Hind, dila', dil\

(pronounced zila\ zil'), fr. Arab, dil', 'rib, side,

part of land', which is rel. to Heb. tzeld', Akkad.

felu, Aram, 'aid', 'il'd, Syr. el'd, 'rib'. The orig.

meaning of these words was 'something curved'.

They are rel. to Arab, ddla'a, 'declined deviat-

ed', ddW, curved'.

zimarra, n., soutane worn by priests. — It., dis-

similated fr. Sp. zamarra, fr. Arab, sammur,

'sable'. Cp. chimere, simar, zamarra.

zimb, n., a kind of large fly in Abyssinia. —
Amharic zimb, zemb, 'fly', rel. to Mahri debbet.

Heb. z^bhubh, Arab, dhubdb, Akkad. zumbu;

prob. of imitative origin. Cp. the second ele-

ment in Beelzebub.

1769 Z.izia

Zimbabwe, n., capital of a native chief. — A
Bantu word, lit. 'houses of stone' ; compounded

of zimba, 'houses' (pi. of imba, 'house') and

mabgi, 'stones'.

zinc, n. — G. Zink, prop, the same as Zinke,

Zinken, 'spike, prong of a fork, jagged projec-

tion, tooth of a comb', so called because of the

shape in which this metal settles in the furnace.

G. Zinken represents an enlargement of the

base seen in OHG. zina (MHG., G. zinne),

'pinnacle', which is rel. to OHG. zint, 'point,

spike', ON. tindr, 'point, top, summit', OE. find,

'prong, spike', and cogn. with MIr. dind, dinn,

'hiir. Cp. zinke. Cp. also tine.

Derivative: zinc-ic, adj.

zinciferous, adj., yielding zinc. — A hybrid coin-

ed fr. Gk. Zink and l^.ferre, 'to bear, carry'. See

zinc and -ferous.

zindfication, n. — A hybrid coined fr. G. Zink

(see zinc) and -fication, a suff. of Latin origin.

zincify, tr. v., to coat with zinc. — A hybrid

coined fr. G. Zink (see zinc) and -fy, a suff. of

Latin origin.

zinco, n. — Abbreviation of zincograph.

zinco-, combining form meaning 'zinc'. — Fr.

zinc.

zincograph, n.— A hybrid coined fr. G. Zink and

Gk. -ypacpo?, fr. Y9(X(pEiv, 'to write'. See zinc

and -graph.

Derivatives: zincograph, intr. and tr. v., zinco-

graph-er, n., zincograph-ic, adj., zincograph-y, n.

zincoid, adj., resembling zinc.— A hybrid coined

fr. G. Zink (see zinc) and Gk. -oeiSyji;, 'like', fr.

eISo5, 'form, shape'. See -oid.

zincous, adj. — A hybrid coined fr. G. Zink (see

zinc) and -ous, a suff. of Latin origin.

zingaro, n., a gypsy.— It., prob. an Iranian loan

word meaning 'blacksmith'. Cp. Pahlavi asinkar,

'blacksmith'.

zingerone, n., a pungent ketone, CjjHj^Oj {chem.)

— Coined from the contraction of Zingiber and

-one, a suff. denoting a ketone.

Zingiber, n., a genus of plants (bot.) — L. zingi-

ber, 'ginger'. See ginger.

Zingiberaceae, n. pi., a family of plants {hot.) —
ModL., formed fr. Zingiber, with suff. -aceae.

zingiberaceous, adj. — See prec. word and -ace-

ous.

zingiberene, n., a sesquiterpene hydrocarbon,

CjjHj,, {chem.) — Coined fr. L. zingiber (see

Zingiber) and suff. -ene.

zinke, n., a cornet. — G. Zinke, 'spike, tooth (of

a comb) ; cornet", rel to Zinken, 'prong of a fork,

jagged projection', and to Zink. See zinc.

Zinnia, n., genus of herbs of the aster family. —
Named after the German botanist Johann

Gottfried Zinn {Mil-59). For the ending see 1st

suff. -ia.

zinnnaldite, n., a variety of mica {mineral.)— G.
Zinnwaldit, named after Zinnwald in the Erz-

gebirge, Bohemia. The ending -it goes back to

Gk. -iTt)?; see subst. suff. -ite.

Zlon, n., name of one of the hills of Jerusalem.

Heb. Tziyyon; the name is often used to denote

Jerusalem and the Land Israel.

Zionism, n., movement for the colonization of

the Jews in the Land of Israel. — G. Zionismus,

lit. 'movement for Zion', formed fr. Zion (see

Zion) with suff. -ismus (fr. L. -ismus, see -ism).

The term Zionism appears for the first time in

Matthias Acher's Selbstemancipation ('Self-

emancipation'), published in 1886. — Matthias

Acher is the pseudonym of the writer and pub-

licist Nathan Birnbaum (1864-1937).

Zionist, n., an adherent of Zionism, — G. See

prec. word and -1st.

Derivatives: Zionist, adj., Zionist-ic, adj.

Zionward, Zionwards, adv., heavenward. — Lit.

'toward Zion'. See Zion and adv. suff. -ward,

resp. -wards.

zip, n., a sharp hissing sound; intr. v., to move
with a zip ; to move with speed or vigor. — Of
imitative origin.

Derivatives: zipp-er, n., zipp-ing, adj., zipp-ing-

ly, adv.

zip, tr. v., to close or fasten with a zipper. —
Back formation fr. zipper.

Zipiiius, n., a genus of beaked whales {zool.) —
ModL., altered fr. Xiphius, fr. Gk. %,i(fioc„

'swordfish', fr. ^'90?, 'sword'. See xipho- and

cp. Xipliias.

Zipper, n., a slide fastener. — Fr. Zipper, a trade

mark, formed from zip, n., with agential suff.

-er.

zircon, n. — F., a var. of jargon, 'a variety of zir-

con' (q.v.)

Derivatives: zirconate (q.v.), zirconia (q.v.),

zircon-ic, adj., zirconium (q.v.)

zirconate, n., salt of zirconic acid {chem.) —
Formed with chem. suff. -ate fr. zircon (q.v.)

zirconia, n., zirconium dioxide {chem.)— ModL.,

formed fr. zirconium. See next word and 1st -ia.

zirconium, n., name of a metallic chemical ele-

ment. — ModL., coined by the German chem-

ist Martin Heinrich Klaproth (1743-1817) in

1789 (on analogy of many other element names

ending in -ium) fr. zircon (q.v.); so called by

him because it is found in the mineral zircon.

zither, n., a musical instrument with twenty-five

to forty strings, plucked with a plectrum. — G.,

fr. OHG. zitara, fr. L. cithara, fr. Gk. xiSipa,

fr. Pers. sihtdr. See cither(n) and cp. guitar and

gittern.

zltberist, n., a player on the zither. — Formed
from prec. word with suff. -ist.

Zizania, n., a genus of plants, the water or Indian

rice. — ModL., fr. Late L. zizanium, 'darnel,

cockle', fr. Gk. t^ii^ivtov, fr. Syr. zizon, which is

rel. to Heb. zdn, pi. zunim, of s.m. Arab, ziwdn

is a Syriac loan word. Cp. Lagarde, Symmicta,

1, 63, Armenische Studien, § 1 350, and Immanuel
Low, Aramaische F^anzennamen, p. 132.

Zizia, n., a genus of plants of the carrot family

{bot.)— ModL., named after the German bot-
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anist Johann Baptist Ziz (1779-1829). For the

ending see 1st suff. -ia.

zizith, n., the tassel on the corners of garments

(Jewish religion). — Heb. tzitzith, 'tassel, lock',

rel. to Aram, tzitzllhd, Syr. tzutzithd, of s.m.,

prob. also to Arab, nd^iycr, 'hair on the fore-

head'.

Zizyphus, also Ziziphus, n., a genus of plants of

the buckthorn family {hot.) Late L. zizyphus,

'the jujube tree'. See jujube.

zioty, n., the monetary unit of Poland. — Pol.

zloty, lit. 'of gold', fr. zioto, 'gold', rel. to Russ.

zoloto, Czech and Slovak zlato, Lett, zeits,

'gold', and cogn. with Goth. gull>, OE.gold, etc.,

'gold'. See gold.

ZO-, combining form. — See zoo-.

-zoa, combining form denoting zoological

groups, as in Anthozoa, Bryozoa.— ModL. -zoa,

fr. Gk. Cv"i P'- of C^o'i'i 'animal'. See zoo- and

cp. -zoon.

Zoanthus, n., a genus of Anthozoa (zool.) —
ModL., compounded of Gk. !^<oov, 'animal',

and av^o?, 'flower'. See zoo- and anther and cp.

Anthozoa.

Zoar, n., name of a town situated on the East

side of the Dead Sea ; used as a metonymy for

'place of refuge'. — Heb. Tzo'ar, 'name of a

town where Lot found refuge, lit. 'smallness,

insignificance', rel. to tzd'ir, 'little, young'. See

Gen. 19:20-22. Heb. tzd^ir and Tzo'ar derive

from the root tz-'-r, 'to be small'. Cp. Syr.

tz ^ar, 'was insignificant', Arab, fdghura, 'was

small', Akkad. seheru, 'to be small'. Cp. also

the parallel base z-'-r appearing in Heb. z^'er,

'httle', Aram, z 'ar, 'was or became small',

Arab, zd'ira, 'was scanty'.

zoarial, adj., pertaining to a zoarium. — Formed
fr. ModL. zoarium (see next word) with adj.

suff. -al.

zoarium, n., the aggregate of individuals in a

compound animal {zool.) — ModL., zoarium,

fr. Gk. i^cdotpiov, dimin. of J^oiov, 'animal'. See

zoo- and -arium.

zodiac, n., an imaginary belt in the heavens, con-

taining the twelve signs.— ME., fr. MF. (= F.)

zodiaque, fr. OF., fr. L. zddimcu£, fr. Gk. ^cpSia-

x6? (scil. x'jJcXo;), 'the Zodiac', lit. '(the circle)

containing animals', fr. !|t})Siov, 'small painted

or carved figure; sign of the Zodiac', dimin. of

Z.UOV, 'animal'. See zoo-.

Derivative: zodiac-al, adj.

Zee, n., fem. FN. — Gk. Zcor,, lit. 'life' (see

zoo-), prop, loan translation of Heb. Hawwd'',

'Eve'. See Eve.

zoea,n., the larva ofsome crustaceans.— ModL.,
fr. Gk. ^or,, 'life'. See zoo-.

zoetic, adj., pertaining to life (biol.) — Formed
with adj. suff. -ic fr. Gk. C«''), 'life'. See zoo- and

cp. Zoe.

zoetrope, n., a toy consisting of a revolving,

cylinder showing figures.— Compounded of Gk
I^uY), 'life', and Tp67to<; , 'turn'. See zoo- and -trope.

Derivative: zoetrop-ic, adj.

Zohar, n., name of a Jewish mystical commentary

on the Pentateuch written in Aramaic and in

Hebrew, the fundamental work of cabbalah. —
Heb. zohar, 'splendor, brightness', fr. stemz-A-/',

'to shine, give light', whence yazhtrU (Dan. 12:3),

'they shall shine'; rel. to Aram, z har, Arab.

zdhara, 'it shone'.

zoic, adj., pertaining to animal life. — Gk.

^<oi.'>c6<;, 'proper to animals', fr. J^oiov, 'animal'.

See zoo- and adj. suff. -ic.

-zoic, combining form meaning 'living in', as in

hylozoic (biol.) — Formed with adj. suflf. -ic fr.

Gk. t^ojr], 'life'. See zoo-.

zoisite, n., a mineral allied to epidote. — G.

Zoisit, named after Baron Sigismund Zois von

Edelstein (1747-1819), who first observed this

mineral. The ending -it goes back to Gk. -Ittjc,
;

see subst. suff. -ite.

Zolaesque, adj
.
, characteristic of the style of Zola.

— Formed with suff. -esque from the name of

Zola. See next word.

Zolaism, n., style characteristic of Zola. —
Formed with suff. -ism from the name of the

French novelist femile Zola (1840-1902). For

the ending see suff. -ism.

Zolaist, n. — See prec. word and -ist.

Derivative: Zolaist-ic, adj.

zollverein, n., a customs union. — G., 'customs

union', compounded of Zoll, 'tax, custom, toll'

and Verein, 'union'. See toll, 'tax', and verein.

zombi, n., 1) in West African voodoo cults, the

python deity; 2) any voodo snake deity; 3) the

supernatural power by which, according to

voodoo belief, a dead body may be reanimated.

— Of African origin. Cp. Kongo zumbi, fetish'.

Derivative: zomb-ism, n.

zonal, adj., pertaining to a zone. — Late L. zond-

lis, fr. L. zona. See zone and adj. suff. -al.

Derivative: zonal-ly, adv.

zonar, n., a girdle.— ModGk. i^tovapi, 'a girdle',

fr. Gk. t^fovdipiov, dimin. of s<ivi. See zone.

zone, n., 1) a belt; 2) a region, area; 3) any of the

five great divisions of the earth's surface. — F.,

fr. L. zona, fr. Gk. !^aiv7), whence s<owuvai, 'to

gird', Z,<jia-hc, 'girt', fr. I.-E. base *yos-, 'to

gird; girdle', whence also Avestic ydsta-, 'girt',

\a\.\{. juosiu, jiiosli, 'to gird', OSlav. po-jasu,

'girdle'. Alb. n-ges, 'I gird'. Cp. zonar, Zostera,

azonic.

Derivatives: zone, tr. v., zonal (q.v.), zon-ary,

zon-ate, adjs., zonule (q.v.)

zonule, n., small belt.— L. zonula, dimin. ofzona,

'belt, girdle'. See prec. word and -ule.

Derivative: zonul-ar, adj.

Zonuridae, n. pi., a family of lizards (zool.) —
ModL., formed with suff. -idae fr. Gk. X.&srri,

'zone', and oijpa, 'tail'. See zone and uro-, 'tail'.

Zoo, n.— Abbreviation o( Zoological garden.

zoo-, also ZO-, combining form denoting animals

or animal life. — Gk. I^wo-, t^u-, fr. I^&ov,

'animal', lit. 'a living being', rel. to J^gjtj (Dor.
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J^toa, also t^oa, Ion. ^6ir)), 'life', I^ojo;, 'living',

t,6.(i>, C^v, 'to live', for L-E. *g"ei-, 'to live,

life', whence also Gk. |3io?, 'life', Goth. *quius,

'alive', OE. cwicu, 'living'. See quick and cp.

bio- and vital. Cp. also zoarium, zodiac, zoic,

zoology, zoon, azoic, azote, Cenozoic, entozoa,

enzootic, epizootic, hylozoism, Mesozoic, Me-
tazoa. Neozoic, Paleozoic. For the sense devel-

opment of Gk. i^tpov, 'animal', lit. 'a living

being', cp. L. animal, 'animal', lit. 'a living

being' (see animal).

zooblast, n., an animal cell. — Compounded of

zoo- and Gk. pXaaT6(;, 'bud, sprout, shoot'.

See -blast.

zoochemistry, n., chemistry of the consituents of

the animal body. — Compounded of zoo- and

chemistry.

zoodynamics, n., the science that deals with the

vital force of animals. — Compounded of zoo-

and dynamics.

zoogamy, n., the sexual reproduction of animals.

— Compounded of zoo- and Gk. -yajxia, fr.

yafio?, 'marriage'. See -gamy.

zoogeny, n., the origin of animals.— Compound-
ed of zoo- and Gk. -y^veia, fr. -YEVTji;, 'bom of,

produced by'. See -geny.

zoogeography, n., the geographical distribution

of animals. — Compounded of zoo- and geog-

raphy.

Derivatives : zoogeograph-ic, zoogeograph-ic-al,

adjs.

zoography, n., descriptive zoology. — Com-
pounded of zoo- and Gk. -ypatpta, fr. ypatfEiv,

'to write'. See -graphy.

Derivatives: zoograph-ic, zoograph-ic-al, adjs.,

zoograph-ic-al-ly, adv.

zooid, adj., resembling, but not identical with, an

animal.— Gk. ^ojosiSr)?;, compounded of I^oiov,

'animal', and -oetSy]?, 'like', fr. cISo;, 'form,

shape'. See zoo- and -old.

zooid, n., an organic body capable of spontane-

ous movement. — Fr. prec. word.

zoolatrous, adj., pertaining to zoolatry. — A
hybrid coined from next word and -ous, a suff.

of French, ult. Latin, origin.

zoolatry, n., the worship of animals. — Com-
pounded of zoo- and Gk. -XaTpsta, -Xaxpta,

fr. Xaxpeia, 'hired labor, service, worship'. See

-latry.

zoolite, zoolith, n., a fossil animal.— Compound-
ed of zoo- and -lite, resp. -lith.

zoology, n. — ModL. zoologia, fr. Modem Gk.
t^uoXovia, which is formed fr. Gk. J^wov (see

zoo-) and -Xdvta, fr. -Xoyoc, 'one who speaks

(in a certain manner); one who deals (with a

certain topic)'. See -logy.

Derivatives : zoolog-ic, zoolog-ic-al, adjs. ,zoolog-

ic-al-ly, adv., zoolog-ist, n., zoolog-ize, intr. and

tr. V.

zoom, intr. and tr. v. and n.— Of imitative origin.

zoomagnetism, n., animal magnetism. — Com-
pounded of zoo- and magnetism.

zoometry, n., measurement of animals. — Com-
pounded of zoo- and Gk. -[jLETpta, 'a meas-

uring of, fr. fi^Tpov, 'measure'. See -metry.

zoomorphic, adj., pertaining to zoomorphism. —
See next word and adj. suff. -ic.

zoomorphism, n., the representation of gods in

the form of animals. — Compounded of zoo-

and Gk. fxopcpr), 'form, shape'. See morpbo-

and -ism.

zoon, n., any of the individuals of a compound
animal. — ModL., fr. Gk. t^<pov, 'animal'. See

zoo-.

-zoon, combining form denoting an animal. —
ModL. -zoon, fr. Gk, Cv°v- See prec. word.

zoopathology, n., the study of the diseases of ani-

mals. — Compounded of zoo- and pathology.

Derivatives : zoopatholog-ical, adj., zoopatholog-

ist, n.

zoophysics, n., the study of the physical structure

of animals.— Compounded of zoo- and physics.

zoophyte, n., an invertebrate animal resembling a

plant. — ModL. zoophyton, lit. 'animal-plant',

fr. Gk. J^qiov, 'animal', and (puT6v, 'plant'. See

zoo- and -phyte.

Derivative: zoophyt-ic, adj.

zoophytology, n., the study of zoophytes. —
Compounded of prec. word and -logy.

Derivatives: zoophytolog-ical, adj., zoophytolog-

ist, n.

zooplasty, n., the transplantation of animal tissue

into the human body. — Compounded of zoo-

and -plasty.

Derivative: zooplast-ic, adj.

zoopsychology, n., the psychology of animals. —
Compounded of zoo- and psychology.

zoosperm, n., 1) a spermatozoon; 2) a zoospore.

— Compounded of zoo- and Gk. CT7tsp[i,a,

'seed, germ, sperm'. See sperm and cp. sperato-

zoon.

zoospore, n., an asexual spore capable of inde-

pendent motion. — Compounded of zoo- and

Gk. cfTTopa, 'a sowing, seed'. See spore.

zoosterol, n., a sterol of animal origin (biochem.)

— Formed fr. zoo- and sterol.

zootaxy, n., the classification of animals. —
Compounded of zoo- and Gk. Ta£ic, 'arrange-

ment'. See taxis.

zootheism, n., the worship of animals. — Com-
pounded of zoo- and 1st theism.

zootomy, n., the dissection of animals. — Com-
pounded of zoo- and Gk. -TOfxia, 'a cutting

of, fr. TO|iT), 'a cutting'. See -tomy.

zorgite, n., a lead copper selenide (mineral.) —
G. Zorgit, named after Zorge in Harz Moun-
tains. The ending goes back to Gk. -iTr,.; ; see

subst. suff. -ite.

zoril, n., a small African carnivorous mammal.
— F. zorille, fr. Sp. zorrilla, dimin. of zorra, fem.

of zorro, 'fox', which is a loan word fr. Basque

azari.

zorilla, n., a zoril. •— Sp. zorrilla. See prec. word.

Zoroaster, n., the founder of the ancient Persian
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religion.— L. Zoroastres, fr. Gk. ZtopoaaTpTji;,

corrupted fr. Avestic Zara&ushtra, lit. 'whose

camels are old', fr. *zarant, 'old', and ushtra,

'camel'. OPers. *zarant is rel. to Ql.jdran, 'old',

and cogn. with Ossetic zdrond, Gk. y^pcov, gen.

YepovTo;, 'old man'; see geronto- and cp. Zara-

thustra.

Zoroastrian, adj., pertaining to Zoroaster or his

religion. — Formed fr. prec. word with suff.

-ian.

Zoroastrianism, n., the religion of the ancient

Persians, based on duaUsm. — Formed from

prec. word with suff. -ism.

Zostera, n., a genus of plants, the grass wrack

and the eel grass (bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Z,(>>-

CTTYjp, 'belt', which is rel. to ^a)<JT6?, 'girt', verbal

adj. of t^tovvuvai, 'to Igird', ^covt], 'beh, girdle'.

See zone,

zouave, n., a member of a French body of infan-

try orig. composed of Algerians.— F., fr. Arab.

Zwdwa, name of a tribe of the Kabyles in Al-

geria, from which the zouaves were originally

recruited (in 1831).

zounds, interj. — Contraction of God's wounds.

See wound, n.

zucchetto, n., small round skull cap worn by dig-

nitaries of the Roman Catholic Church. — It.,

dimin. of zucca, 'gourd; head', fr. Late L. cu-

cutia, a kind of gourd, which is perh. a blend of

cucurbita, 'gourd', and cutis, 'skin, hide'. See

Walde-Hofmann, LEW., I. 300. For the ety-

mology of these two words see cucumber and

cutis. Cp. succade.

zufolo, zuffolo, n., a small flageolet. — It. zufolo,

fr. zufolare, 'to hiss, whistle', fr. VL. *subilare,

dissimilated fr. L. sibildre, 'to hiss, whistle'. See

sibilant and cp. siffle.

zumbooruk, n., a small gun mounted on a swivel,

usually carried on a camel. — Turk.-Arab. zan-

burak, fr. Pers. zanburah (read zamburah), fr.

zanbur (r. zambur), 'hornet', fr. Arab, zunbur, (r.

zumbur), 'hornet'. For sense development cp.

E. musket, which ult. derives fr. It. moschetto,

'musket', lit. 'a little fly' (see musket).

zunyite, n., a basic orthosilicate of aluminum

{mineral.) — Named after ZurU mine in Anvil

Mountain, San Juan County, Colorado. For

the ending see subst. su£F. -ite.

zwieback, n., a kind of rusk. — G. Zwieback, lit.

'twice baked', fr. zwie- (used in compounds for

zwei), 'two', and the stem of backen, 'to bake'.

The first element is rel. to OE., E., OFris. twi-,

ON. tve-, tvT-. See twi-. For the second element

see bake. G. Zwieback is prop, a loan transla-

tion of It. biscotto or F. biscuit.

Zwinglian, 1) adj., pertaining to Zwingli or to his

teachings; 2) n., a follower of ZwingU.— Form-

ed with suff. -an fr. the name of the Swiss

Protestant reformer Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531).

zyg-, form of zygo- before a vowel.

Zygadenus, n., a genus of plants of the family

Melanthaceae {bot.) — ModL., fr. Gk. Cuya-

Syiv, 'jointly, in pairs', fr. ^uy6v, 'yoke, pair'.

See zygo-.

zygal, adj., H-shaped. — See zygo- and adj. suff.

-al.

zygapophyis, n., articular process of a vertebra

{anat.)— ModL., compounded of zyg- and Gk.

dt7t6cpuCTi.?, 'process of a bone'. See apophysis,

zygo-, before a vowel zyg-, combining form

meaning 'yoke; forming pairs'. — Gk. "Qoyo-,

S^uy-, fr. J^uyov, 'yoke, pair', rel. to ^euyvuvai,

'to join, link together', and cogn. with L.jugum,

'yoke', Goth, juk, OE. geoc, 'yoke'. See yoke

and cp. zeugma, syzygy, azygous, epizeuxis.

zygodactyl, adj., having the toes arranged in

pairs, two in front and two behind.— Lit. 'yoke-

toed', compounded of zygo- and Gk. SaxTuXo;,

'finger, toe'. See dactyL

Derivatives: zygodactyl, n., a zygodactyl bird,

zygodactyl-ous, adj.

zygoma, n., 1) zygomatic arch; 2) the cheekbone

{anat:) — Medical L., fr. Gk. !;uyo>iJia, 'yoke;

zygomatic arch', fr. ?^uyouv, 'to yoke together',

fr. i^uy6v, 'yoke'; see zygo-. In the sense of

'zygomatic arch' X,iiy(ii\i.(i. was introduced into

anatomy by Galen. Cp. zygote,

zygomatic, adj. — Formed with adj. suff. -ic fr.

Gk t^iiytoiJta, gen. ^uywtJtaTo?. See prec. word.

Zygophyceae, n. pL, a class of algae (bot) —
ModL., compounded of zygo- and Gk. ipuKoi;,

'seaweed, tangle; a red dye'. See fucus.

Zygophyllaceae, n. pi., the bean-caper family

{bot.) — ModL., formed fr. Zygophyllum with

suff. -aceae.

zygophyllaceous, adj. — See prec. word and

-aceous.

Zygophyllum, n., a genus of plants, the bean

caper {bot.) — ModL., compounded of zygo-

and Gk. <p>jXXov, 'leaf (see phyllo-) ; so called in

allusion to the opposite (or alternate) leaflets.

zygophyte, n., a plant which is reproduced by the

union of two cells (bot.) — Compounded of

zygo- and Gk. (puT6v, 'plant'. See -phyte.

zygosis, n., the union of two similar cells {biol)

— ModL., fr. Gk. C'Jywai?. 'a balancing', fr.

I^'jyouv, 'to yoke together; to balance', fr. ^uy6v,

'yoke ; beam of the balance'. See zygo- and -osis.

zygospore, n., a spore formed through the union

of two similar gametes. — Compounded of

zygo- and Gk. uTtopa, 'a sowing, seed'. See

spore.

zygote, n., a zygospore.— Gk. Cuy^-oq, 'yoked',

verbal adj. of j;uyouv, 'to yoke together'. See

zygoma.

zym-, form of zymo- before a vowel.

zymase, n., an enzyme present in yeast {biochem.)

— Coined by the French physician and chemist

Pierre- Jacques Antoine (1816-1908) in 1875 fr.

Gk. Cu(Ji'»! (see next word) and suff. -ase.

zyme, n., ferment {med.) — Gk. Cuni], 'leaven,

ferment', (for I.-E. *yus-ma), rel. to Gk. ^6>|i6?,

'broth' (prob. for I.-E. *yd{u)smos), fr. I.-E.

base *yiis-, whence also OI. yuf-, 'broth', L.

1773 zythum

jUs, 'broth, soup'; see juice and cp. zymosis,

zymurgy, azyme, enzyme. Gk. J^^eiv, 'to boil',

is not rel. to Gk. ^ufiyj.

zymo-, before a vowel zym-, combining form de-

noting ferment or fermentation. — Gk. ?i3[j.o-,

t^O[x-, fr. Cu[J.r,, 'leaven, ferment'. See zyme.

zymogen, zymogene, n., a substance prodocing

ferment {biol.)— Lit. 'ferment producer', coined

by the German physiologist Rudolf Peter Hein-

rich Heidenhain (1834-97) fr. zymo- and -gen.

zymosis, n., fermentation. — ModL., fr. Gk.

t^uiitoaii;, 'fermentation', fr. t^Oixouv, 'to fer-

ment', fr. X,\i\j.T,. See zyme and -osis.

zymosterol, n., a sterol occurring in yeast {bio-

chem.) — Formed fr. zymo- and sterol.

zymotic, adj., pertaining to, or causing, fermen-

tation. — Gk. ^u[A0>T!,z6<;, 'causing to ferment',

fr. t^OucoTo?, 'fermented', verbal adj. of !^0[iouv.

See prec. word and -otic.

zymurgy, n., that branch of chemistry which

deals with wine making and brewing. — Com-
pounded of Gk. ^u(iT), 'leaven', and -oupyiS,

'a working'. Cp. J^ijfjioupyog, 'maker of leaven',

and see zymo- and -urgy.

zythum, n., beer {Roman antiq.) — L., fr. Gk.

t^uS-oi;, 'beer', esp. 'Egyptian beer, beer of the

northern nations', which is prob. of Egyptian

origin. See Frisk. GEW., I, p. 616 s.v. t\>»oc,.

BLESSED BE HE WHO GIVES POWER TO
THE FAINT AND TO HIM THAT HAS NO

MIGHT INCREASES STRENGTH.



Addenda et Corrigenda to Volume I

abigeat, after 'precipice'' add 'procidentia,'

accordion, for 'Formed from the noun accord in

the sense of 'harmony', read 'G. Akkordion, fr.

It. accordare, 'to grant, accord; to tune', which

is rel. to F. accorder, 'to grant, accord ; to agree;

to tune' (see accord, v.)

;

adage, for 'the pref. ava-) read 'the pref. ava-'.

Adam, for Adam', ha-dddm', ddamd , dddm read

Adhdm, hd-ddhdm, ddhdmd'', ddhdm.

Adam's apple, for 'hdaddm' read 'hdddhdm'

adelo-, after 'cp. Adelia' add 'and the second ele-

ment in psychedelic and in Spirodela'.

Agamemnon, after 'Medusa' add 'Memnon'.

aid, v., after 'jury, adj.', add 'mayday'.

alchemy, for 'black and' read 'Blackland'.

almnnus, after 'prolegomenon' add 'spodumene'.

amen, at the end for 'd'mana' read 'a'mana'.

amoeba, for 'pref. -a' read 'pref. a-'.

anile, for 'Lith. anyta' read 'Lith. anyta'.

New entry: apophony, n., ablaut. — Formed fr.

Gk. aTTO, 'from', and 9<ov7), 'sound' ; prop, a loan

translation of G. Ablaut (see apo-, phone, 'speech

sound', and cp. ablaut).

Derivative: apophon-ic, adj.

arboretum, add at the end 'For the use of the suff.

-etum see olivet and cp. words there referred to.'

aspirin, add at the end 'For the etymology of Spi-

raea see Spiraea.'

atalaya, add at the end 'Cp. talayot.'

attainder, delete 'tender, offer'.— Ibid, after 'oyer'

add 'rebutter'.

avale, before 'vendaval' add 'vail,' 'to lower'.

bagasse, for 'megas' read 'megass'.

bear, 'to carry' after 'bhdrman, 'sustenance, care,

burden', add 'Avestic baraiti', 'carries; rides'.—
Ibid, after 'Sobranje' add 'sowar',

ben for 'Akkad. binbinni' read 'Akkad. bin-bini'.

Benjamin, for 'Ethiop. yaman' read 'Ethiop. ya-

man'.

bigamy, delete 'fr. bigame (see bigame).'

cadence, after 'parachute' add 'procidentia',

cardinal, adj. after 'rather' add 'rattle',

care, n. after 'Gerygone' add 'slogan',

carpel, after 'harvest' add 'scarf,' 'scarf joint'.

castigate, after 'levigate' add 'variegate'.

Catasetum, for 'saetum' read 'saeta'.

check, 'sudden stop' for 'and pashah' read 'and

PhUoctetes'.

chillo, for 'zufo are' read 'zufolare'.

cider, for 'fr. Heb. shekhdr' read 'fr. Aram, shikh-

rd, emphatic state of "sh^khar = Heb. shekhdr'.

comb, for 'OE. cdmb' read 'OE. camb'.

cone, after 'cade, 'juniper', add 'sikhara'.

corpus, add at the end 'Cp. also terato-.'

corrie, for 'and cogn.' read 'and prob. cogn.'

cosmetology, add at the end 'F. cosmetologie, first

used in 1935 by Dr. Aurel Voina at the Inter-

national Congress of Dermatology held in Bu-

dapest'.

New entry: coulter, n. — See colter.

Crambe, for 'OHG. hrimfan, rimfan' read 'OHG.

hrimpfan, rimp/an'.

crime, for 'ON. hreimr, 'to squeak' read 'ON.

hreimr, 'scream, cry'.

cymene, after 'See cumin' add 'and cp. paracy-

mene'.

defend, for '*gh'"onos' read '*g^honos.' — Ibid,

delete Triphasia.

dendro-, after 'Oxydendrum' add 'Philodendron'.

derma, after 'pachyderm' add 'Pomaderris'.

display, before 'OE. despleier' add 'ME. display-

en, fr.'

disport, before 'OF. (se) desporter' add 'ME. dis-

porten, fr.'

dispose, before 'OF.' add 'ME. disposen, fr.'

distill, for 'distJlldre' read 'distllldre.'

dole, 'small portion' after 'See deal, 'part' add

'and cp. the 1st element in rundale'.

donation, after 'Messidor' add 'Polydorus'.

door, after 'thyroid' add 'triforium'.

dress, for 'fr. OF. (= F.)' read 'fr. OF. drecier(¥.

dresser)'.

dromedary, for 'syndrome' read 'syndrome, Ticho-

droma'.

Edmond, for 'L. mdnus' read 'L. manus'.

Elijah, after 'Obadiah' add 'Tobiah'.

epigone, for 'the son' read 'the sons'.

etiology, delete '-Xoyia, fr.'

equine, for 'and the first element in Equisetum'

read 'the first element in Equisetum and the sec-

ond element in sowar.'

exemplar, after 'OF. (= F.) exemplaire' add 'fr.

Late L. exempldrium'.

expansion, after '-ion' add 'and cp. sponson'.

eyefor'Fr. *o9""read 'Fr. *oq^.' — Ibid, for 'o)i>'

read '&>'1>'.

fallow, adj. after 'Pelargonium' add 'Pelias'.

fever, for '*d6g'^h-, *deg''h-' read '*dheg"h-,

*dhog'^h-'.

fiddle for 'VL. vitula' read 'ML. rilula'

fierce for '*g^er-' read '*ghwer-' — Ibid, for 'also

Gk. &T,p, whence' read 'whence also Gk. ^r,p'.

fir, after 'ON., Swed. fura' add 'OE. furh'

flow, after 'paludal' add 'pleuston'.

food, after 'lokapala' add 'Pomaderris'.

forum, delete 'triforium'.

free, after 'Humphrey' add 'sapphire'.

haplolog>', after 'palmistry' add 'paranoid'.

her, possessive pron. adj. for 'OE. hiere' read 'fr.

OE. hiere'.

heriot, for 'OE. tdwian' read 'OE. tawian'.

New entry: herself, pron. — ME. hire self, fr. OE
hireselfum, dat. oiheo self, 'she herself. See her,

pron. and self.



addenda 1776

hold, v., after 'holt, iair of an animal', add 'up-

holsterer'.

humus, after 'inhume' add 'Semele, zemindar,

zemstvo'.

New entry: hyetometer, n., rain gauge. — Com-
pounded of hyeto- and Gk. (x^Tpov, 'measure'.

Seemeter, 'poeticalrhythm',andcp. pluviometer.

hyssop, for 'Syr. zuphd' read 'Syr. zophd'— Ibid,

for 'Ethiop. azobh' read 'Ethiop. azdb\

-He, after 'L. -ills' add 'also -ills'.

iris, after 'portion of the eye' add '2) {cap.) a.

genus of plants'.— Ibid, for 'Gk. Tpi;, 'the rain-

bow', read 'Gk. Ipi;, 'the rainbow; iris (the

plant)'.

Judah, at the end add 'Cp. viddui'.

Kaffir, for 'he blotted out, covered, hid; he

denied'. See Yom Kippur and cp. cafard' read 'he

denied', which is related to Mishnaic Heb.

kdphdr, Aram.-Syr. k phar, 'he denied'. Cp.

cafard'.

kor, add at the end 'See Noldeke in ZDMG.,
40, 434. According to several other scholars,

Heb. kor is a loan word fr. Akkad. kurru or

gurru, which itself is a loan word fr. Sumerian

gur.'

kriegspiel, after 'of uncertain origin' add 'Cp. the

second element in sitzkrieg'.


