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THERE |S ONLY ONE THING
TO SEE IN THE TWILIGHT
REALM OF PESIRE.

IT |5 CALLED THE THRESHOLD,
THE FORTRESS OF PESIRE.

THE THRESHOLD IS LARGER

THAN YOU CAN EAsSILY

IMAGINE. [T I A STATUE

OF PESIRE, HIM-, HER-
OR [T-SELF.

V<

(PESIRE HAS NEVER BEEN

SATISFIED WITH JUST ONE

SEX. OR JUSTONE OF

ANYTHING -- EXCEPTING ONLY

PERHAPs THE THRESHOLD
IT6ELF.)

THE THRESHOLD IS A

PORTRAIT OF DESIRE,

COMPLETE IN ALL DETAILS,

BUILT FROM THE FANCYOF

PESIRE OUT OF BLOOG,

AND FLESH, AND BONE,
ANP SKIN.

AND LIKE EVERY TRUE

CITAPEL SINCE TIME

BEGAN, THE THRESHOLD
IS INHABITEPR,

NE/L GAIMAN,
WRICER
MIKE DRINGENBERG ¢
MALCOLM TJOoNES ITT,

ARTISTS
A S

ROBSIE BUSCH,
COLORIST
OOP KLEIN,
LETTERER
ART YOUNG,
-A550C, €DITOR.
' -
KAREN BERGER,
€DITOR_




THERE 16 ONLY ONE
OCCUPANT, AT THIS
TIME.
DESIRE OF
THE ENPLESS.

THE THRESHOLD IS

FAR TOO LARGE FOR
JUST ONE PERSON.

IT CONTAING TWO
EARDPRUMS LARGER

THAN A POZEN
MARBLE BALLROOMS.

AND EMPTY, ECHOING VEINS, LIKE
TUNNELS. Yol WILL WALK THEM LINTIL

= WITHOUT

YOU GROW OLD £
WOUR STEPS,

ONCE RETRACIN

B GIVEN PESIRES TEMPERAMENT,
B HOWEVER, THERE WAS ONLY
BN ONE PLACE IN THE CATHEDPRAL
¥ OF ITs BODY TO MAKE IS
HOME.

PESIRE
LIVES IN
THE HEART.







BTTENS,
SWEET SIBLING. T
STAND IN MY GALLERY

GNP I HOLP YOUR

SIGIL.

WiLL YOU
TALK TO MEZ




REAL NEWS?
THE PROPIGAL
HAS RETURNEDPZ

" 1 AM ALWAYS
READY TO LISTEN TO
You, PESIRE,

WHRTZ OH, A/

NO, HE'S STILL MISSING. NO, 1 SPEAK
OF DRERM.

YOU SEEK TO SNARE IT WON'T WORK. T
HIM IN YOUR CAN'T WORK. [T PIPN'T
MACHINATIONS WORK LAST TIME.

AGAIN 2

DESIRE, THE ELDER
THREE PON'T PLAY OUR
LITTLE GAMES.

BUT THINGS HAVE

CHARNGELZ, MY LOYE,
Y TWIN. THERE 1S & BNP IT IS

NC. IT PIPN'T. PRTAM VORTEX, THE & WOMEAN.
NACPA WARS & FIRST FOR A LONG ‘

Just
PERHAPS,,,
HMM.

THEN You HAVE FELT IT.

SOMETHING SEXUAL?Z ITS THERE --IN THE

SOMETHING PRECIOLIS2 LONGING, IN THE LUST:
SOMEONE SPECIALZ THE BREATH OF PESIRE.,

NYT7 2 THE CARESS OF THE
o llpincdic THRESHOLP.



MOM WOKE ME LIP WHEN WE WERE

COMING IN FOR A LANPING. MY LEGS

WERE CRAMPED AND I FELT
GENERALLY SHITTY.

WAKE UF ROSE.
HONEY. WE'RE ALMOST
7HERE. FASTEN YOUR
SEAT BELT.

ROSEZ
WAKE UP.

MMM, MOM..2

IT'e 8O GREEN! LOOK AT
THOSE FIELPS! OUR FIRST
TIME IN ENGLANC, ,.

MOM WASN'T INTERESTER IN
I HAD glCH A WEIRZ VREAM. DREAMS, BACK THEN.
THERE WAS THIS HUGE, FAT BRITISH
GUY, AND THESE WOMEN, AND WE

ERE LIVING IN THIS HOUSE...

ROSE, JUST FASTEN
YOUR SEATBELT.

You WERE IN
THE PREAM. .,

THIS AIRPORT,
GATWICK, |5 IT NEAR
LONDON 2

GACK ! TASTES LIKE
SOMETHING PIEP IN MY
MoUTH A COUPLA
HOURS BACK...

YEAHZ I GOT SOME BREATH
FRESHENER SOMEWHERE IN

FOUNP JEP
MY BAG.

AGAIN..,

ITs NOT YOUIR
FIRST TIME, MOM. YouU
WERE BORN HERE.

THAT WAS A LONG
TIME AGC, HON. T WAs
JUsT ATINY KIZ WHEN
MOM AN POP WENT I PON'T
T© THE STATES. REMEMBER .




IT TOOK ABOUT AN HOLIR
FOR US TO GET OUR BAGS
ANP CLEAR CUSTOMS .

GAHZ. A
CIGARETTE.
FI-NALLY.

Mom2 THAT
MUST BE THE GUY
WHO's MEETING

us!

LISTEN, NOW THAT WE'RE HERE, CAN Yol
FINALLY TELL ME WHAT THIS IS ALL ABOUTZ

.f_, J

TS NOT THAT WE'RE NOT GRATEFL/L--
FREE HOLIPAYS IN ENGLAND DON/T
GROW ON TREES...

#/! ARE YOU THE ATTORNEY WE'RE
SUPPOSED TOMEETZ MR. HOLPAWELL 2

ITiS HOLDAWAY, MADAM,
W AND WE CALL OLIRSELVES
| "SOLICITORS"ON THIS
SIPE OF THE ATLANTIC.
MAY I TAKE [T THAT

WHO ELSE AM T GOING TO BE2
I'M MIRANDA WALKER, AND THIS 16
MY DAUGHTER, ROSE

b

HE WAS LIKE SOMETHING FROM
MASTERPIECE THEATER. I COUILD
TELL MOM WAS IMPRESSED, T WASN'T.

LET ME HELP YOU WITH
YOUR LUGGAGE, MRS.
WALKER.

MY CLIENT WILL
EXPLAIN EVERYTHING,
VERY SOON.

NOW, IF You'LL
BOTH COME THIS
WAY. THE CARS IN

THE CAR-PARK,
THROUGH HERE ..,




FIVE MINUTES OUTSIPE THE AIRPORT

ANP WE WERE PRIVING THROUGH THE

BRITISH COUNTRYSIPE. 1 WAS

LINPERWHELMED, BUT MOM SEEME
TO LIKE IT.

WOW. ITs ALL sO
GREEN. MUST BE ALL
THE RAIN, HUH Z

WE MEET OUR
MYSTERIOUS
BENEFACTOR
THEN, MR.
HOLDAWAY 2

I was g2
EXCITEP WHEN T GOT
MY CLIENT LIVES YOUR LETTER! I PHONED
ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES ROSE, AND T SAIL,
FROM HERE. 4 - ROSE, NE'RE GOING
j - - TO ENGLANC! 4

z . ___:-_;_- - 1

HE MUST BE VERY S o T
Iy, T Py US Ak THE By WAs some Ko OF Y

WAY OVER HERE FOR PRACTICAL JOKE AT
TWO WEEKS. FIRET--IEN'T THAT

RIGHT, ROSE .
" ROSE?Z

YES. YES,
SHE IS,




SEEMS TO BE IN ORPER.

=

| THANK YOU, ABEL. EVERYTHING
AND, UH, PON'T 6O
| SPREADING FOOLISH RUMORS,

BOTTLE IMP--
ANEW ADDITION, EHZ

THAT'S BETTER . 8O... YoU,
THE MOUSE OF
EGK;
SOMETHING NASTY IN THE
BASEMENT--CHECK; AND A BABY GARGOYLE

SECRETS --CH

ABEL, --CHECK;

CHECK;

BELIEVE IT, MISTER
HOLDAWAYZ2 SHES
FALLEN ASLEEP




ELEVEN THOUSANE AND
TWO; ELEVEN THOUSAND?
ANDP THREE ...

ELEVEN
THOUSAND AND?
SIXTY-ONE, ELEVEN
THOLISAND AND?
SIXTY-TWO.

THOUSAND AND  \
THIRTY-FOUR, ELEVEN ¥
THOUSAND AN /-
THIRTY-FIVE ...

I HAVE
COMPLETEP
THE CENSUS,
LORP.

ELEVEN
THOUGAND ANC
FORTY-TWO, ELEVEN
THOUSAND AND FORTY-
THREE, ELEVEN
THOUSAND ANC
FORTY-FOUR,,..

THOUSAND ANC %8
SEVENTEEN,
| ELEVEN

| THOUSAND AND
EIGHTEEN...




zolhsoud T

'lle ury .____E....,.
! m>mhﬂm§ o




You have
> tallied -rhem aH

But you said
N You had bad
hews?

YES, SIRE.,
THERE ARE ELEVEN

THOUSAND AND SIXTY-TWo Ji
ACCOUNTED FOR. _

SOME MINOR

NIGHTKIND ARE MiSSING,
A FEWOF THE LESSER

Lumen

FOUR OF THE

MATOR ARCANA ARE
Wh GONE, SIRE. THEY
hdmgs do you ARE NOT 1O BE FOUND
br ’”‘3 me IN THE DREAMING,
SOME Goor,
" SOME BAC; MY
]
!

LORP.

Z. Ay

THERE ARE ALSO

\ W
AN A
SN 7
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“BRUTE AND GLOB, OF YOUR PALACE
STAFF, SIRE. THEY VANISHED A FEW
PECAPES AGO--AS I SUPPOSELD,
TO THE FRINGES OF THE DREAMING,
BUT THEY AREN'T ANYWHERE T©

BE FOUND. ..

T e e e T e

1 yever TRucTEC [
THEM, MY LOR 3

'Tt was not in their
natures tobe trust- % ..
worthy, Lucien. Who ) /=
elseis missing2” <

KRR C

bad news. The G
Corinthian is the...
social...

night

7 A d -
B “And the 5
l  fourthz”

o

C(CCC ¥
coeiNTHAN.” I

mares.”

G AN I, W, /.

“Fiddlers Green is missing?
That is passing stranqge,
Lucien. He is; afterall,
vavasour of his own

dominion. And always so...

VT kNow, Lorp.

-
L]

® .

These are all
. disturbing absences,
Lucien. I do not like

this: four puissa
creatures escaped

from the Freamm%...
I blame mysel. H
Isfb??rflhepﬁ%/ (-\fr
ulfilling
function..,
c/ﬂ_qprm,é

IT WAS NOoT YouR
_FAULT, MY LORD.




e T T o— - = B . s e T — — B Y S — T T . Sl S i

ON MY TRAVELS, AS I TOOK THE CENSUS, c I have already dohe so. :
I REPEATEDLY HEARD THE SAME A, Poura) ¢ | 77747 WAS WHEN T
MURMURS FROM THE DREAM- £ semgr=/ |herumors are - REALIZEC THAT T
“1r3 W 4

1 uite frue, Lucien. { WAS DREAMING,.,
< CLTher*e is Indeed a
) Vortex, a true
annulet. WHY, You
o~ ARE R/GHT, LORD!
QUINTESSENT AL
VORTEX MATERIAL ..,
AND SHES 5O
YOUNG,..

—7 THERE IS
{ more News,
MY LORD.

PURE &0s%/P AMONGST
THE NIGHTKINEG, OF COURSE, BUT
PERHAPS, LINPER THESE RE ARE
CIRCUMSTANCES, IT coulP RUM(;FSGE OF A VORTEX,
BE SIGNIFICANT... MY LORP. PERHAPS Yol

MIGHT WisH To
INVESTIGATE ,..Z2

Perhaps one of our problems
may prove a solution 4o ==

Y THEN YoU MUST HUNT FOR Y
IT, GIRE! |IT MUST BE
. CONTROLLEP!

; 4 rle;zddaneiﬂw;';
Lucien. There is ho
7 need %o alarm

i
»0Q
nZ
39
N3

m

o7 DIYM /F50,

A If you look closely you will
/f/ﬁgv, mh?z'?- observing Jsﬁom from
8 ma¥s % y the carner of tte throne room.




MPH. GOTTA BE THIS =@ LIKE A FAIRY TALE.
TRAVELING. '"NOTHER WEIRD PEOPLE. KINGS
WEIRD DREAM. OOH._Zammn ‘N’ GOBLINS ...

COME ON, HON.
YOU'RE STILL HALF

SAY! YOUR CLIENT-- i / ﬂ\V/"ﬂ“ ‘__

DOES SHE OWN
TR

MRS. WALKER.

THIS 1S A PRIVATE

ALL OF THISZ2
NURSING HOME FOR
THE ELPERLY. MY
CLIENT IS MERELY
A RESIENT.

. WHATS AN : o —

f

9

:
\

WAy [T’ A KIND OF RING, T
BELIEVE. OLD WORD. AN
UNUSUAL THING TO

WANT TO KNOW.

1 WAS RIGHT. HOLDAWAY WAS A
TOTAL Bozo.

I BEG YOUR PARDPON,
I THINK THAT IT Miss WALKER .
WAS cOMETHING
IN MY PREAM.

I'M TWENTY-
ONE, AND T
WOULON'T HAVE
LIKED IT WHEN
MIgS KINKAIDZ
YOUR GUESTE ARE
HERE. /




” PLEASE COME

.i ISN'T
——) LOCKED.

I DON'T KNOW WHAT I was
EXPECTING. NOT HER. SHE
LOOKEP LOST, AND FRAGILE,
LIKE A LITTLE CHINA POLL.

AND WEIRDLY |

FAMILIAR, AND |

I PIDN'T KNOW |
WHY.

THIS,. THIS |8 MY §
5= =" | 3 5 ' ROOM. I THOUGHT BRIEFLY Y%
HELLO. YOU'RE ' i £ ABOUT MOVING OUT, BUT THE
MIRANDA WALKER. AND N\ | & AT | BEPFORP SQUARE HOUSE |/
You MUsT BE Rosg. COME | " = : N\ WASSoLDALONG TIME
OVER HERE, PARLING. E : : ' - ASO, AN I'VE LIVED
BOTH OF You. LET = 5 + b S HERE 50 LOMG.
ME LOOK AT Youl. ; E - F
I'M
LINITY. UNITY
K!NKAIP. .

I WANTED TO SEE Yol BOTH, [
You 6EE, AND I THOLIGHT PERHARS|
IF IT WERE ALL EXPLAINED 1O
YoU FIRST You...You MIGHT
NOT HAVE BEEN WILLING
TO COME.

AND T
COULDN'T HAVE
BORNE THAT.

ALL THIS
RIGMAROLE.
IT WAS MY OWN

THATE ALL THAVE LEFT =
OF THE OLP HOUSE. HOLDAWAYS
HELZ ONTO IT WHEN THE

FURNITURE WAS SOLE, ALONG
[N WITH A FEW PERSONAL POSSESSIONS,

™ I.-"\ !




ASANME TSRS P T

LISTEN, MISS, UH, \
KINKAIZ; T DON'T WANT TO
BE RUPE OR LINGRATEFUL

OR ANYTHING, BUT--WHAT
16 THIS ABOUT 2

2y

JACK, PLEASE
LEAVE US.

CERTANLY, MiS5
KINKAIZ T'LL BE WAITING
POMNSTAIRS, IN THE
SITTING ROOM.

ST Y
T ]

I DON'T REMEMBER AIM. BUT
I KNEW HiS FATHER--OR PERHAPS
IT WAS Hi6 GRANPFATHER . HOLPAWAYS

HAVE BEEN THE FAMILY SOLICITORS
SINCE THE '45 REBELLION..i

= (LOOK IN THE |

i
DON'T You SEE [T, 74
DEAR Z IM YOUR MOTHER, ;
MIRANDA. T'M YOUR GRAND- -
/ AR =2 Ul e | \!;%
X YOU—YOURE MAZ, MY MOTHER, | i : IT WAS 7RUE. I KNEW T WASTRUE| 7Y
| GHES PEAZ T KNEW MY MOTHER, ” : EVEN IF MOM DIDN'T SEE IT.
_|_3-UH, THIS 16 CUHCRAZY, 1,NO.., - =1 | A8
A B = g
: H4H... RosE, ARLING\| | MIRANDAZ 2T + /i 3
B CAN YOU WAIT OUTBIPEZ = B o i =
: PLEASEZ I OUGHT TO /- LB
TALK TO YOUR MOTHER | i 22~ )
T il o
| M\
} =%f. Wb
1 A
yoa g prmemes \ Tk 1Rt
e i
JUST 5IT THERE, _ .
VEAR. PLEASE VONJ : . ) A
CRY. I HAVE 1O 6HO |
BUT THIS KINP OF THING
15..,
You SOME VOCUMENTS, I W DoEaN'T HapPPEN TO YOu
DOES [T IT HAPPENS TO
OTHER PECPLE.

e

Lad gl 7% 4 AN
Y g MR 1
N i . T

TS N




/ & AR 0 A 2 0 S FAWRIETE SR

SO MUCH WAS
HAPPENING SO FAST.

T WISHED I COUILD REMEMBER MY DREAM.
THERE WAS A MAN IN BLACK.,, N&, NOT BLACK.
HE LOOKED LIKE HE WAS DRESSED IN

THE MIGHT, .




HELLO, ROSE

wHo'S
THEREZ PO T
KNow You?

YOU'RE AT
A CROSSROADS,
ROSE .

fEE ! YOU'VE
LEARNED 60 MUCH
oc?AY, CHILP!
YOUR WHOLE FAMILY, MY
BUTTERFLY, TOGETHER FOR ;
THE FIRST TIME .. EXCEPT FOR _ By ‘y
 YOUR BROTHER, OF 5 AMES, NAMES,
> COURSE. -~ (4 NAMES...EACH NAME

15 BUT A SINGLE
. ASPECT OF THE

FROM LIFE, MY POSY, N
MY POPPET. ANP FROM MORE
THAN LIFE.

BE SATISFIEP WITH THE FROM THE THINGS THAT HOVER
TRINITY You HAVE. FR EXAMPLE, BEYONP LIFE, THRASHING THEIR
YOoU WOULPN'T WANT TO MEET SELRS AGAINST [T, TRYING TO
Us AS THE KINPLY ONES. WE
CAN ONLY CAUTION You, SISTER. DALIGHTER, BEWARE
WE CAN'T PROTECT You. [PREAMS ANI? HOUSES.




"WHO ARE Yoz YOUR
VOICE KEEPS CHANGING. HON
MANY OF Yo ARE THERE 2"

HEE! 1AM ONE,
AND THREE, ANC MANY...
BUT THAT WAS THE WRONG

BUESTION, CHILD!

HEE! NOW YOU'RE
GOING TO HAVE TO FINP
ITALL OUT ON YOUR
OWN,

‘FRAIP WE CAN'T
Do ANY MORE AT THIS
TIME. A BITH, HUH?

GOOP LUCK,
MY SPARROW. MY
PAUGHTER...

HAP You ASKED THE
RIGHT QUESTION T couLe
HAVE WARNED YOU AGAINST > d
THE CORINTHIAN, TOLD S
YOU OF JEC, ANP OF
MORPHELIS...

1 PON'T GET ANY

OF THIS. WHAT ARE Youl

TALKING ABOLITZ WHAT
/& THIS Room 2 I--
I'M TURNING ON THE




COME HERE, BABY. SEEMS
YOUR GRANPMOTHER ANC? T
HAVE A LOT TO TELL You,

YES, IT5 ALL
TRUE, ROSEBUL. SHES
REALLY MY MOTHER,




iy s PR /4

I WAS,../LL FOR A VERY LON& TIME,
PEAR. I ONLY CAME TO MY SENSES
LAST YEAR.

THAT WAS
YOUR MOTHER,
ROSE. THAT WAS
MIRANDA.

—/ WHILST I
[ WASILL T ,..T
HAL A

MY FAMILY ARRANGEL f
{ FOR THE BABY TO BE }

WHEN I RECOVERED,
/ I CALLEP N MR. HOLDAWAY.
1 TOLT HIM T WANTED 1O
KNOW ABOUT THE BABY. ki
AT FIRGT HE LIED TO ME.

EVENTUALLY HE APMITTED
THE TRUTH. THERE HAL
S8\ BEEN A BABY...

\ O I HAD HOLDAWAY
i " I AM A VERY RICH SEND YOU TWO THE LETTERS,
| WOMAN. WE HIREP PRIVATE ANP THE AIRFARE ,..ANE..
s DETECTIVES TO FIND THE WELL...
& j CHILE. THE TRAIL WAS VERY

® COLD, BUT THERE HAD

BEEN RECORDS,
e\ EVENTUALLY
THEY FOLING MIRANDA.,
AN YOU, ROSE .
h\
. ' T




TM ALMOST
. [NINETY, ROSE. BUT'
Al T'VE ONLY REALLY
LIVED FOR ABOUT
SEVENTEEN
YEARS, IN A FUNNY
WAY, I'M YOUNGER,
THAN m”!"

i 'r\‘. - [
9@W RE
\ I»\II .
: M~
BN
I
|7
y R

|

b=

WHATZ

B S L Ra S A

s ARRRREA S
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THE WHOLE FAMILY, Vil & |
TOGETHER FOR THE (07 |

FIRST TIME. { /] & |

#
& [
| =TT _‘”_‘_‘_
'{, ,.
£

NOT JED, THOUGH.
- I WONPEREL -~

HAP MoM 7oL

HER ABOUT JED2

y 1‘ 2ll]
I1..1I sHOoULP G/IVE
YoU SOMETHING, SHOULPN'T
12 HERE. SOMETHING FOR
YOoU. A RING.

TS ALL COMING
TRUE, ISN'T ITZ MY
PREAMS,,,

WHAT ARE
YOU 7ALKING ABOUT,
ROSEBUDZ

J// 1O Me, M\OMZ THE WOMAN

/[ IN THE HALL CLOSET, SHE
KNEW ABOUT JEZ SHE
SAIP T SHOULD BEWARE

WHAT'S "THE '\
CORINTHIAN “ 2

e

!

S




"THE LovE Renite A
INN MOTEL",
AMARILLO,
TEXAS. THE
CORINTHIAN:

ANY MORE WINE,
YOU JUST RING
ROOM SERVICE,

YOU WANT

YOU HEARZ /=

YOU'VE BEEN
| VERY HELPFUIL--
THANK YOU...

LISTEN, MISTER. T GAID T |

PIPN'T MIND THE KINKY STUFF, ¥

| BUT, LISTEN, YOU LINTIE ME,
MAN, I'LL PO WHATEVER
. YOU WANT, MAN, JUST,
i PLEASE..,

DAVY, 1 sAID
WE WERE ONLY GOING
TO PLAY, DIPN'T 12

LI\

' ;uﬁ'ﬂﬂlln. Vi)

THATS GoogZ You
TOOK MY APVICE.,

DION'T GO
1 ANYWHERE...

YEAH. JUST

A
‘ PLAY. THASS RIGHT.



