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THEY CAME IN THEIR SUITS AND THEIR
TEE SHIRTS, CARRYING RUCKSACKS
AND BRIEFCASES AND SUITCASES
ANP PLASTIC BAGS, MUTTERING ANL?
HUMMING ANP SILENT AS THE NIGHT.

ESSENTIAL VERTIGO: THE SANDMAN 14 A

IT GEEMELD LIKE THE LATE AUTUMN WIND

BLEW THEM IN THAT NIGHT, SPINNING ANE?

PIZZYING FROM THE FOUR CORNERS OF
THE WORLP.
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APORE 60,
ANP A Torso

ANP THEY CAME WITH IT, SCURRYING
AND SKITTERING, LIKE YELLOW
LEAVES ANP OLP NEWSPAPERS, FROM
A THOUSAND PLACES ANP FROM

NOWHERE AT ALL .




ON ARRIVAL THEY EYE EACH OTHER WARILY, i v
STRIKE UP CAUTIOUS CONVERSGATIONS.
SOME ARE ALREADY ACRUAINTED, AND THEY

FORM INGTANT KNOTS AND WHORLS IN THE

BAR ANP THE LOBBY, WAITING TO CHECK IN,
OR FOR THE RESTAURANT TO OPEN.

MAN, I BEEN
TRAVELLING FOR
FIVE PAYS NOW. THE
JOURNEY WAS A
REAL KILLER.

BELIEVE ME.

HATE THESE LITTLE
HICK TOWNS. WOLILEN'T BE
SEEN PEAD HERE, IF IT
WASN'T FOR THE
CONVENTION.

TELL YOU, I couLp
MURPER A STEAK. A

600D, BLOODY

T .
=1~
. mars usr wHAT A 245
THEY'LL DO, ONE OF THESE gl | o AR
DAY THEGE BOOTS ARE 2 '
\ -yr SO THAT
GONNAWALK ALL OVER A N\ . s llg
HARRY KILLED
THE LIGHTS .
IcouLe’a

THEY DO
THIS CHOCOLATE
FUPGE WHIP THAT IS
)\ JUST TO DIE FOR.




HAS ANYONE SEEN
THE FAMILY
MANZ

YEAH. HE 5LAYS ME.You
HEARP HIM PO THE "1 AM
\JOHN'S COATHANGER"
: ROUTINEZ

EXCUSE MEZ CAN YOU

ALL GET YOLR BADGES ANP

REGISTRATION PACKS FROM
THE REGISTRATION TABLE IN
THE 6CARLETT O'HARA
a2 RoOomMz 4

= 1 BLUT I HEARYOUCANGET
e IT UNCUT ON VIPEC
IN CANAPA ,

:ﬁ"me TV VERSION2 THE
_ ERSION2 =
——— TV VERSION BUTCHEREP IT!

UH, WouLl? THAT BE
THE KENTUCKY PEVIL,

OR THE OREGON
PEVILZ T GOT
BOTH HERE.

HELL, T THOUGHT
THE WHOLE ISSLIEE WAS
\ PEAP AND BURIED IN
THE SIATIES,

KNOTS BECOME GROUPS

AND CLUSTERS,

ATTRACTING NEW
MEMBERS.,

|
T

DON'T FORGET

TO CHECK IN, ONCE
YOU'VE

REGISTERED,

ANC, UM,
HAS ANYONE

SEEN THE FAMILY
> MANZ




I NEEP TO
SPEAK TO THE

WE'VE TALKEZ?
ON THE PHONE. I AM
MR. NIMROL, THE CONVENTION
ORGANIZER. 1 JUST WANTED
TO CHECK THAT EVERY THING
WAS GOING ACCORD ING
To PLAN.

Soy,

PAce 5, »u

ONE
PROBLEM.

WE AGREEL?
THAT You WoulL?
HAVE THE ENTIRE

; - HOTEL FOR YOUR

OKAY,; WELL . THE CONVENTION CONVENTION.
HALL |8 gET UP. T'LL NEEP TO
CHECK WITH YoU ABOUT THE
BANQUET, THE KITCHEN WILL

NEEL EXACT NUMBERS,

"WAALL, IT'M AFRAID WE
STILL HAVE TWO GUESTS
HERE,

K il

“THEY WERE MEANT TO LEAVE THIS
MORNING. SHE WAS ON HER WAY TO
VISIT HER BROTHER . TELEPHONEL
AHEAD THIS MORNING, AND THE
POLICE ANSWERED. THE PO-LICE."

SOMETHING HAD HAPPENER
TO HER PEOPLE, AND THE POLICE
REQUESTED THAT GHE STAYELR

WHERE SHE WAS, IN CASE
THEY NEELC HER.

THE SHERIFF SPOKE TO
ME, AND I EXPLAINED? ABOUT THE
CONVENTION, BUT HE SAID THEY

STAY ON HERE . T PON'T WANT
TROUBLE WITH THE LAW, BUB.

1 SEE. HWM. PLEASE
ENSURE THAT THEY STAY OUT
OF CONVENTION AREAS,

THEN.

I PIP ALREADY. THEY'VE
SAIP THEY'LL KEEP THEMSELVES
TO THEIR ROOMS.




IN A PERFECT WORLD, ROSE WALKER THEY'P BE PRIVING BACK

WOULD BE SITTING IN THE CAR WITH HER TO THE ROOMS ROSE RENTED,

BROTHER, JEC, NEXT TO HER. GILBERT THEN SHE AND JEP WOULD
WoLILP BE IN THE BACK. FLY BACK TO BOSTON.

JeEC. ROSE. MOM.
TOGETHE

SHE HASN'T SEEN JEL? FOR SEVEN
YEARS, SHE WAS FOURTEEN. HE
WAS FIVE.

SHE HAP WONPERED IF THEY'D

RECOGNIZE EACH OTHER. SHE

WAS SO PROUP OF HERSELF FOR
TRACKING HIM DOWN.

ONE PHONE CALL. THAT'S
IT TOOK AN IT ALL CAME
TUMBLING POWN.

SHE PHONED AHEAD.
LET THEM KNOW SHE
WAS COMING.




THIS |6 GOING TO
DRIVEME NUTS. YOU )
KNOW THAT?Z

Y WOULDYOU LIKE
METO TELL YOU A

FEELS LIKEWISE,

NO. IF I HEAR
ANOTHER OF YOUR G MisS WALKER .

THEOLOGICAL PARADOKES
TLL GCREAM. FRANKLY,
TOPAY I DON'T CARE
. IF GOPEXIGTS

GILBERT, TM NOT
INTEREGTED. T JUST KEEP
THINKING ABOLIT JEC. AND
ABOUT LINCLE BARNABY ANC?
AUNTCLARISSA BEING KILLED, .

THE MAN SAIC, HE \ @MT TOTELL ME A STORY, TELL ME

SAI, THE SHERIFF SAIC,
THAT THEY'D BEEN 1

_ AN OLP ONE. A FAIRY STORY.

KEEPINe JEP IN THE HOOM. Do YOI KNOW THE
BASEMENT. LIKE A... STORY OF LITTLE REC
LIKE AN y 4 \RIPING HOOD?Z

ANIMAL..

HOW CAN
PEOPLE PO THAT
, TO PEOPLE 2

E7 HOWCAN <&

¥ PEOPLE TREAT
OTHER PEOPLE
LIKE THAT 2




THE REP HOOD WAS AN
INVENTION OF CHARLES PERRALILT,
WHO TIPIEP UP THE FOLK TALES
OF FRANCE FOR POPLILAR
CONSUMPTION IN THE EIGHTEENTH
CENTURY, OTHER CHANGES -~
SUCH AS THE HAPPY ENPING,

ARE LATER APPITIONS.

1 WILLTELL YOU AN
ORIGINAL VERSION. M

ALITTLE GIRL WAS TOLP TO BRING BREAC AND
MILK TO HER GRANPMOTHER. AS SHE WAS
WALKING THROUGH THE WOOD, A WOLF CAME
UP T© HER ANP ASKED HER WHERE SHE WAS

GOING.

THE WOLF RAN OFF AND? ARRIVELD?
FIRST AT THE HOUSE . HE KILLED
THE GRANPMOTHER,, POUREL? HER
BLOOP INTOC A BOTTLE AND

5 HER FLESH ONTO A PLATE .

'-J.-H N HE GOT INTO HER NIGHTCLOTHES

AND WAITEL IN THE BEL.

“TO GRANPMOTHER'S HOUSE "

e

KNOCK KNOCK ,
" COME IN, MY DEAR."
“I'VE BROUGHT YOU SOME BREADP
ANC MILK, GRANPMOTHER .“
"HAVE SOMETHING YOLIRSELF,
MY PARLING, THERE IS MEAT AND
WINE IN THE PANTRY."
THE LITTLE GIRL ATE WHAT
WAS OFFERED,

ANPASSHECIC ALITTLE CATSAIG
“SLUT! TO EAT THE FLESH ANC?
DPRINK THE BLOOP OF YOLIR GRANL -
MOTHER 1
THEN THE WOLF SAID, "UNDPRESS,
AND GET INTO BEP WITH ME "
“WHERE SHALL I PUTMY SKIRTZ2"
“THROW ITON THE FIRE; You
WON'T NEED T ANY MORE "
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FOR EACH GARMENT, PETTICOAT,
BOPICE, AND STOCKINGS, THE
GIRL ASKED THE SAME QUESTION,
ANP THE WOLF REPLIEC, "THROW
ITON THE FIRE; YOU WON'T
NEEL IT ANY MORE."

*1 =0

WHEN THE GIRL GOT INTO BEP
i SHE SAID, "GRANPMOTHER --

HOW HAIRY YOuU AREg."

" IT KEEPS ME WARMER, MY
DEAR."

"OH GRANCMOTHER, WHAT
LONG NAILS You HAVE."

“"THEY ARE FOR SCRATCHING
MYSELF, MY PEAR."

"OH GRANDMOTHER, WHAT
BlG TEETH YoU HAVE."”

I'M AFRAID 50.

THERE ARE EARLIER
VERSIONS THAT @
ARE EVEN WORSE.,

Y AR R#
THEY ARE FOR EATING YOUI, MY DEA R T
HORRIBLE.

AND HE ATE HER .




“IT BRINGS BAP THINGS, ROSE WALKER.
I THINK IT WILL BE BEST IF WE KEEP TO
OLR Rooms."

THATS OKAY,
MISTER NIMROD,
SMUURP: BEG |

W PEOPLE HAVE
REGISTERED 50O
\ FAR. PRETTY GOOD
TURNOUT, HUH2 } ; ' o
\ HASN'T CHECKED
YEAH. NOSIGN IN HERE, YET. MAYBE &
OF THE FAMILY i HES NOT COMING.
MAN 2 / =4

HECK. HAVE WE GOT ANY OTHER
Ble NAMES S0 FAR Z

HE CAN'T NOT COME. HES OUIR
GUEST OF HONOR . HE HAS TO COME .
T GOT A LETTER FROM OUR BRITISH
AGENT SAYING HE'D COME . T EVEN
~ SENT THE AIR TICKETS.

UM, MOON RIVER, BUT =
HE SEEMED KIND OF §4Y. AND N
THE CANPYMARN, YOU KNOW, THEONE |
FROM CONNECTICUT, THE GUY WITH
THE CANCY-CANES - -

)




EXCUSE ME.
156 THIS NHERE T
REGISTER 2

WE HAVE
TO HAVE A
GUEST OF
HONOR .

WHAT NAME
wouLe Yoy
BE LISTED
UNPERZ

HERES YOUR STUFF,
MISTER CORINTHIAN. LIHN,
WEAR YOUR BADGE AT ALL-
TIMES. YOU WON'T BE
PERMITTED INTO THE
CONVENTION AREAS WITHOWT
IT. T'M, UH, WE'RE ALL BIG
FANS OF YOURS.

OH. WOW. MISTER
NIMROD SAIP YoU'P
BE COMING, BUT...
WOW. I THOUGHT You'p
. BE OLUER.

s
- s ¥
'. /,)/‘\)ﬁ-.‘____,

PO YOU THINK T
COULP HAVE YOUR
AUTOGRAPHZ

You SEgE, YOU'RE
SOMETHING OF A
LEGENP. AMONG THE
COLLECTORS.

I'M NIMROZ. THE
ORGANIZER, WE TALKED? ON
THE PHONE A FEW DAYS BACK.
T HAVE A RAKOR TO AsK.
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HE PIPN'T THINK NIMROEZ A MIGHTY HUNTER BEFORE THE LORE, WHO
THERE WOULD BE 50 HAG CERTAINLY BY NOW SHOWN EVERYBODY THAT HES
MANY OF THEM. NOT AFRAID OF ANYTHING, CERTAINLY NOT BLOOD,
UEFINITELY NOT WOMEN, IS,
NS

HES SCAREC, | STAGE FR

YOU'RE THE CHAIRMAN OF

| PULL YOLIRSELF TOGETHER, THE CONVENTION COMMITTEE.
| HE TELLS HIMSELF. DON'T GO [l YOU'RE A SUCCESSFLIL
TO PIECES NOW. ORTHODPONTIST.

THE JOKE., TELL
THEM THE JOKE.

YOU HAVE A SHACK OUT
IN VERMONT THAT NO ONE
KNOWS ABOUIT, WITH FOLIR
FULL CHEST FREEZERS :
(AN ISN'T IT TIME TO BUY
A FIFTHZ2) ANP... I, UH, HEARD A STORY
RECENTLY I THOUGHT MIGHT
. AMUSE YOU. T BEEMS THAT THE

TELEPHONE RAN@ IN A POLICE
STATION. THE DUTY COP ANSWERS AND
A WOMAN'S VOICE 5AYG, "HELP--

T'VE BEEN REAPED!" _o&

HE SA)‘Q "DON'T
You MEAN
' "HE USEC A
SCYTHE ., "

‘} =Y. . | X,
LAUGH YOu BASTARDS LAUGH AT
MY JOKE LAUGH OR I'LL .u




IT'S REALLY GOOD 70 SEE 60 MANY
OF Us HERE, 80 MANY. THIS |5 THE
FIRST OF THESE CONS, AND IF You
WANT TO 6EE ANOTHER, A FEW
RULES WE MUST APHERE
TO.

—— NoBory DOES ANY N
FIRSTLY, USE YOUR ™ YOU ALL KNOW COLLECTING LINTIL THE
PREFERRED SOBRIQUET, THAT, PARTICULARLY | CONVENTIONE OVER AND
NO CIVILIAN NAMES.  NOW, ANDHERE, | YOU'RE AT LEAST TWO
SECONDLY, WEDON'T  WHEN SOMANYOF s HUNDRED MILES AWAY.
SHIT WHERE WE Us wollLpy BE

THIROLY, ONAMORE ¥ BUT EVERY
LUNFORTUINATE NOTE, THE  CLOUD HAS
FAMILY MAN HAS NOT A GILVER

BEEN ABLE TO MAKE LINING,
IT. HES AN OLP

ToLIKE 0 PREGENT LR, WPONE OF THE ¥ THEY'VE CALLED HM WP BUT WE'VE WGENTLEMEN. W THE
NEW GLEST OF HONOR--A  FIRST, ANDONE THE EYEGUY ANDTHE ~ ALWAYS KNOWN  LADIES. OUR | CORINTH/AN.
LEGEND IN HIS OWN LIFETIME, OF THE BEST. PARK ANGEL, ANCTHE | |T WAS ONE GUEST OF
AN INGPIRATION TO US ALL, SHADES AND MAYBEA N MAN. HONCR.
T KNOW TO ME PERSONALLY..« THOUSAND OTHER
NAMES ...




You KNow WE'RE ALL 5O
WHATS 60 GREAT PIFFERENT. UNITED

ABOUT GOMETHING n BYOUR commoN
LIKE THIS?Z INTERESTE. THATS S|

{ WHAT'RE You LOOKING ATZ SKhoffs, MM. \ I'M THE BOGEYMAN.
THANK You.

THE Fil.M PROGRAM. THEY'RE . You AREZ 4 T'VE HEARD OF
SHOWING THE COLLECTOR. A : { You. THE NEWSPAPERS,
REMARKABLE NOVEL. WHEN T : ; INTHEIR FACILE WAY,
FIRST READ THAT BOOK, T ¢ HAVE CHRIGTENEC

THOUGHT-- A : v « ME FLAY-8Y-
( o A TeE : ;,P! NIGHT. GEVENTY-
> . | i’ (s Ay NINE.
G L] )
/ N
b 23_1 o+ n\ s i
\22¥ = "
5 [ N E
G
- A . EXCUSE ME, BUT T'VE SEEN A
= [ e YOU BEFORE, HAVEN'T 12
i YOU'RE THAT POCTOR. WOW-TO L
“ THINK THAT YoU'RE A--THAT
FOR THE FIRST TIME,
T AM UNPE{{’?GTOOE YOURE A COLLECTOR . WOW.
@9 SAY, YOU EVER READ
A MAGAZINE CALLED CHASTER
\GIVE ME A IT6 REALLY TERRIFIC.

NUMBER " THATS
YOUR LINE, I6N'T

IT2 SEVENTY-

NINE.

OH YEAH, RIGHT. SHE WAS,
LIKE, 8HE HAD THESE BEAUTIFUL
EYES, LIKE PATCHES OF SKY EARLY
IN THE MORNING, ANF SHE
REAMEL LIKE AN ANGEL.




THE DOCTOR HAS TREATEF

PRESIDENTS, HES PIONEERED §

RAPICAL NEW OPERATIONS --

SOME WITH STARTLING

SUCCESS. HES SAVED
MANY LIVES.

HE COLLECTS LEATHER

NECKTIES. THEY WROTE | |

ABOUT IT INTHE NEW |
YORK TIMES,

HE WEARS A NEWONE AT
EVERY MEPIA EVENT HE

Pos sour
Is A WomAN 2

CAN T HAVE YOUR
AUTOGRAPHZ

NO. OF COURSE
NOT. PON'T BE FOOLISH.
I THINK I SHALL ATTEND
A PANEL DISCUSSION.

HE MAKES THEM
HIMSELF.

Y THE PANEL'S CALLED
MAKE IT PAY. LOOKS
INTERESTING.

THANK YOU,
UO0G sOLIP.

.EVEN 10 &5 PER VICTIM —-%
IPENTIFIED ISN'T o0 MUCH SURELY, WHAT N
TO AsK. THE CHOIRBOY 15
PESCRIBING IS A
THE THING TO REMEMBER WORST-CASE 4
15 THAT THEY'LL PAY TO KNOW \ SCENARIO, ONCE
FOR CERTAIN. EVEN IF THE THEY'VE CAUGHT
COP5 PON'T GO WITH T, THE YOU ALIVE --ANEP
FAMILIES WILL. LIKE THE Yol DON'TGET THE
PUDE [N CANAPA... MONEY, REMEMBER

BUT, CARRION,
WE PONT P2 IT

THE CHOIRBOY




|IF THERE IS NEWS
IT WILL WAIT, MIS5 WALKER .
YOU NEEF FRESH AIR.,

LOOK, GIL,
WHAT IF SOMEONE
PHONES WHILE

WE'RE OUITZ WHAT

|IF THEREG WE BOTH DO
NEWSZ A WALK WILLDO
us Goop.

7 OF CDURSE, I NEVER

MET THE BOGEYMAN. BUT I'M
PERFECTLY CERTAIN THE YOUING
MAN CLAIMING HIS IPENTITY
15 NOT HE.

THE BOGEYMAN IS
PEAL, POCTOR. HE PROWNED
IN LOUISIANA, THREE

WE NEED TO HEY. SOME
DEAL WITH THIS. 5 You TALK TO NIMROD OF THESE CEREAL
NUTS ARE KINP

OF CUTE.

[T




LOOK, WHY
WON'T You
TELL MEZ

WHATS TO
BE AFRAIP
OF 2

T HAVE WRITTEN A
NAME ON THIS PAPER,
ROSE. REAP IT TO

YOURSELF, PO NOT &y

SAY ITALOUID.

.. ANE MAY
GoP HAVE MERCY
ON Us ALL.

THINGS. MEMORIES. PEOPLE.
DREAMS. I DO NOT KNOW.

FORGIVE
ME, MISS WALKER.
ONE MOMENT.

IF...IF THINGS GET BAD, CALL
THE NAME, ROSE WALKER.




T AM A MERCIFUL GOP ANP A JUST GOP.
FOR 1 RELEASE MEN AND WOMEN AND CHILPREN | AS A BORN-AGAIN CHRISTIAN 1
FROM THE SLFFERING AND TORMENT OF THEIR J WANT To PISASSOCIATE MYSELF
LIVEG, AND I GIVE THEM A NEW LIFE IN FROM THIS MATPMAN,
MY HEAVEN..,

I PO THE BIPPING
OF THE LORP. T WASH
THEIR ROBES ANP MAKE

THEM WHITE IN THE BLoow I

OF THE LAMB.

WITH MY HAMMER.
WITH MY LOVE.

THE RELIGION PANEL ; MAN.
BUT,., UH, SURE.

GOP TELLS
ME TO PO

——

LISTEN,YOU GUYS -- OH GOP--

LISTEN, WHAT I5 THISZ I'M
THE BOGEYMAN .

BOGEYMAN CAN WE 7ALKZ
IN YOUR HOTEL ROOM Z

GIVE ME
A NUMBER. ANY
NUMBER .
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T LUINDERSTAND IT. THATS WHY
T HAZ 10 GET HERE. TO SEEYoU
ALL. TO LEARN.

“WE DON'T SHIT
WHERE WE EAT," MK.
NIMROD?Z

10, DOCTOR . NEEDS MUST,
WHEN THE PEVIL PRIVES.

YOUR NAME |5 PHILIP 6ITZ. YOU'RE
THE ECITOR, WRITER , WHATEVER,
OF CHASTE MAGAZINE.

YOUR NUMBERS UIP,
PHILIP. YOU ARENTONE

ONES OWN GRATIFICATION ...

NO--NO, T AM. T UNDERSTAND IT.
FEMALES ARE INGECTS CREATED FOR
MALE PLEASLIRE. STRENGTH.

‘ THE WILLINGNESS TO

SACRIFICE ANOTHERS LIFE FOR

MISTAKE,
PHILIP.

Bl
MISTAKE.

po You ALWAYS'
PRIVE LIKE THATZ

T WAS NERVOLIS,
WITH HIM ON MY LAP.
WE SHOULP HAVE

PUT HIM IN THE

TRUNK .

T HAVE SOMETHING IN
THE TRUNK ALREACY.




You CERTAINLY
KNOw THIS AREA WELL,

CORINTHIAN.

I MAPE A IT WOULD BE BOORISH
PREVIOUS VISIT A TO INQUIRE HOW YOU OBTAINEP
PECAPE BACK. THERE W SRS THE LATE BOGEYMAN'G
ARE SOME HERE - INVITATION TO OUE
ABOUTS WHO STILL GATHERING.
HAVE NIGHTMARES

ABOUT IT...

LETS TALK
ABOUT SOMETHING

YOU SAY YOU CAME TO US TO LEARN.
VERY WELL. WE'LL 7EACH YOU. TEACH
YOU THAT IT I6N'T THE SEX; I6N'T
THE POWER; /6N‘T THE CRUELTY. FOR MYSELF, T
PN A T T HAVE A PENCHANT
FOR EYES.

WE ARE SOLPIERS OF PARKNESS,
PHILIP. GLAPIATORS, WARRIORS AND
! AND You KNowW
WHAT WE'RE GOING
TO PO NOw;
PHILIP 2

WE'LL TEACH
Youl.

NIMROP 15 A
THE GOoP POCTOR HUNTER. HE CAN BONE,
LIKES TO SKIN PEOPLE JOINT AND GUT ANY
ALIVE. _ ANIMAL IN MINUTES £




1, UH, T DON'T REALLY DANCE. Y'KNOW.

MY MOM PO

€5 BALLROOM DANCING, SINCE

SHE RETIREP. 5AYS IT GETS HER OUT
OF THE HOUSE. NOT ME; THOUGH..

I ONLY GO TO
piscos WHEN I'M

HUNTING

GOGH. 1T
WOULDN'T HUNT
IN PLACES LIKE

7HAT. :

1, UH

T CAN

SPECIA

SMUURP - PARDON ME.

WHERE IT IS, BECAUSE, WELL, You'e
ALL WANT To 6O THERE.

THEY WANT EVERYBOCY
o BE HAPPY. JUST LIKE ME.

TG A WONDERFUL
PLACE, MY $ECRET,

. HAVE THIS PLACE.

'T TELL ANYONE ELSE

L PLACE,

_. AFRAP,
wAnTS TO
STAmMPAY

ALY, EVERY;

% ON A Pogr M
NOONE &

P AT

b A

pPISCO

LIKE, THOUSANPS OF PEOPLE.
AND THERE ARE ALWAYs BEAUTIFUL
LITTLE CHILDREN, WANPERING OFF
ON THEIR OWN, GETTING LOST. ALWAYS
50 PLEASED TO GEE SOMEBODY FRIENDLY.

.\ ALWAYS GO ON ONE OF

AND QUIET PLACES TO TAKE
THEM TO, EVEN IN THE MIPDLE OF
THE CROWDS, WHERE NO ONE WILL
DISTURB You BEFORE YOU'VE
FINISHED.

AND WHATS GREAT 1S,
THE PEOPLE WHO RUN THE PLACE
ALWAYS HUSH [T UP. THEY DONT
WANT ANYONE TO KNOW THAT I

THERE E/THER. THEY DON'T
WANT PEOPLE TO SToP
GOING.

ANP THE OTHER THING
T LOVE, IF YoU CAN'T FINZ
ANY BEAUTIFUL CHILPREN
JO PLAY WITH, YOU CAN

THE RICES. - a




£'S BOT god™® R,
.‘%Lm, SHiny CEFTe
¥ LEATHER |

§“r THE DARK"*

T'M SORRY,

A MA'AM. THIS I8 A
CONVENTION

®\ FLINCTION. You

OH. HECK. I FIGURED
THAT SINCE |T WAS ONLY
THE DISCO, NOBOPY WoulLp
MIND |F I CAME IN AND
PANCED FOR ATIME.

| ITS NOT youR 5
\ FAULT. WELL, THANKS SEE You
ANYWAY. AROUNE.

7 WA-WELL, M AT

Y S0RRY, MISS. SORRY, k MOON RIVER --HOW BEAUTIFRUL

BUT IT% OVLY FU-FOR OLD WOULD You SAY : Nopppdles
PEOPLE AT THE SHE WASZ THAT :
CONVENTION, _ LITTLE GIRLZ

_ MUH-MISS. -

Im
RUH -REAL
SORRY. 4

T DLINNO. SEVENTEEN,
MAYBE. EIGHTEEN 7

REALLYZ T
THINK SHE LOOKS




YOU CATCHANY ¥ ONLY THE
OF THE PANEL RELIGION
PISCUGSIONSZ Jia PANEL .

I PON'T
BELIEVE
IN IT.

THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT
il PREOPERATIVE TRANSSEXUALS THAT
MAKES THE CONNOISSEUR
Bl LINCOMFORTABLE . SOMETHING
BRITTLE AND BRIGHT IN THE BACK
OF THEIR EYES.

HE LOVES THEM

I GON'T BELIEVE IN GOF, THE
DEVIL OR MAN. I HATE THE WHOLE
DAMNED HUMAN RACE, INCLUPING

MYSELF

I GOT A HUNDPREL
AND SEVENTY ONE .
PROWNEDP MosTOF

EIGHT. AS YOU sAID, YOU'LL TAKE
ANYTHING, ANYONE. THE WHOLE
DAMNELD HUMAN RACE, MEZ T

IM THE
CONNOISSELR.

2 l = - f— — -
bl BUT HE ALWAYS FEELS THEY'RE
LAUGHING AT HIM.




.60 WHAT po Yol
TALK TO THEM ABOUTZ

BUSINESS. THE
WEATHER, NOTHING
IMPORTANT. JusT

THINGS. STUFF.

THAT WAS
ENJOYABLE. POING
IT TOGETHER LIKE
THAT.

PITY IT
HAD TO END
SO0 500N,

REALLY.

IT'LL BE GOOP To GET
BACK. I HAVE TO GET SOME
SLEEP BERORE TOMORROW

MORNING.

1 AM LOOKING
FORWARD TO YOUR
GUEST OF HONOR 5PEECH,
CORINTHIAN.

HEY, GOOP LOOKIN'.
COME ANP BooGIE! 1
LOVE THIS SONG.

WILD THING! YOU MAKE
MY HEART SING ! YOU MAKE
EVERYTHING GROCVY...

WHAT HAVE YouU GOT IN THE
TRUNK THATS SO IMPORTANT,
THEN 2

JusT ALITTLE PP you --p0i?
SOMETHING FOR YouU JusT sAY THAT
LATER. 1 HAVE TO MAKE
ASPEECHZ




GILBERTZ Y~
GOOD MORNING.

1 DON'T
/' KNowABOUT N
You, BUT I coulp
MEURDER A
GRAPEFRUIT.

YOU KNOW.
MAKFAST




10:30 AM. PANEL
PISCUSSION.
ARE WHAT WE AR

12:30 PM. PANEL
PISCUSSION."WOMEN
IN SERIAL KILLING.”

3:30 PM. PANEL
DISCUSSION.
“THERE 158 NO
SANITY CLAUSE”

THEY SAY THE FLINPAMENTAL
ACT OF HUMANITY |5 NOT
TO KILL.

AS BLACK WIDOWS OR KILLER
an  NURGES,

BULL, THE FLNDAMENTAL ACT OF HUMANITY /& )
TO KILL. THEY ARE SHEEP AND CATTLE . BUT
WE KNOW THE TRUTH. WE'RE AL IVE.

UHN, LOOK, AS A PRACTICING PSYCHIATRIST, I, UH, WELL,
LOOK, NONE OF YoU, UH, WELL, THERE 5 NO MORE EVIDENCE
OF MENTAL ABNORMALITY AMONGST Lis PEOPLE THAN

FUN LAND, GUEST
OF HONOR SPEECH N 4
TEN MINUTES.

S0 WHAT WERE Youl
SAYINGZ HOW YOU GOT

: STARTEC 2

AMONGST, LM, THEM.

WHEN I WAS A KIP.
CUTTING THEIR HEAPS OFF
WITH MY POCKET KNIFE.

; THEN, WHEN I GOT
OLPER, PUSSIES PIPN'T pO
A |T FOR ME ANY MORE.




" T UGED To GETMWGELFOFF. I'P
RESIST THE URGE FOR WEEKS, THEN
IT'D GET TOO 6TRONG FOR ME, AND
1'0 GO OUTAND BUY A 6KIN MAG, IN
ANOTHER CITY, WHERE NOONE
KNEW ME.

{ \1'p 7AKE IT INTO A JoHN, LOCK
MYGELF IN, AND DO IT 7O MYSELF

4 UNTIL T COULDN'T PO IT ANY MORE .

THEN T'D HATE MYGELF. 1'D RIP LP

THE MAGAZINE INTO SHREDS.

e A
"I UGED O FOLLOW
WOMEN AROLIND, WITH A
KNIFE IN MY POCKET, ANO
A LENGTH OF WIRE, JusT
90 6EE HOW IT FELT.

\ v ;
YMAN, I KNOW ITE NOT
NORMAL FOR A MAN TO
GO OUT AND PISMEMBER
A WOMAN JUsT BECAUSE
HE WANTS TO HAVE SEX

WITH HER.

SAND THE URGE WOULD 80
AWAY FOR A WHILE.

“T COULDN'T@ET OVERIT. ALL
THESE WOMEN IN THE WORLL,,
AND UNDER THEIR CLOTHES

EACH ANP EVERY ONE OF THEM

WAS NAKED, YOU KNOW. ..

5
NEMOTIONALLY, T DON'T

KNOW HOW MUCH LONGER
I CAN HANPLE IT.

“AND THEN IT GOT MORE
VIOLENT. I'C FANTASIZE
STUFF.., I'D REHEARSE
IT, IN MY MINZ. EVEN IN
REALITY.

\THE UR@E BUILT
UP AND I COULDN'T
HANPLE IT ANY

OTHER WAY.

VBLIT THE UReE BUILPS UP IN
ME, ANP I DO [T TO THEM.
AND WHEN T'M FINISHED, AND
THE URGE IS5 SATISFIED, T
RIP THEM TO SHREDS.

“LIKE I PIC WiITH
| THE SKIN MAGAZINES.

“LIKE T P19 WITH
THE PUSSIES. "




T DUNNO. T THOUGHT _
MAYBE |F I CAME HERE, 1'D BUT NO ONE
MEET OTHER PEOPLE WITH ELGE HAS REALLY BEEN
THE SAME PROBLEM. PEOFLE  J : INTERESTED.
T COULD TALK TO, WHO'D :
UNDERSTAND.

1, UH, SOMETHINGS ' | BOY, ROSIE, YOU'RE A REAL SCREAMING SUCCESS ONTHIS
COME LIP, SOMETHING | | ONE. NOT ONLY DI YOU NOT FIND JED, BUT You LosT
IHAVETO DO, I,UH, ||GILBERT ENROUTE. -

I,UH, I'LL SEE

Y'AROUNE THEN,
UH ..

AND WHAT ON EARTH WAS THIS
ABOUT 2 "(F THINGS GET BAC
CALL THE NAME.,.”

NO PROBLEM.

ROOM SERVICE.,
GOT AMESSAGE FOR
You, MA/AM. FROM

YOUR GRANDMOTHER ,

: @I LBEIZT WHAT/5
| THIS 2 WHERE ARE
Youz




ITe ASMALL %
IT NOT REALLY WORLD AFTER 72
ROOM SERVICE. IT6 .
ME.

WE'RE GOING
10 PLAY, LITTLE
GIRL. WE CAN MAKE
BELIEVE ITS MY

PEC/AL PLACE.

I LOVE THAT SONG.
ITS &0 TRUE. SOTRUE.

NOW, WHEN
WE'VE FINISHED
YOU MUSTN'T TELL
ANYBODY THAT I
PLAYED WITH
You.

EGPECIALLY
NOT MISTER
NIMROE.

HE SAID THAT IRTY
STUFF AT THE BEGINNING
ABOUT WHAT WE PON'T

O WHERE WE EAT.

WASH HIS MOUTH
OUT WITH SOAF,
MOMMA.

I LOVE You,
LITTLE GIRL .

YOU -- YOuU CAN TAKE
OFF YOUR PRESS, YoU
KNOW.

You WON'T
NEELD IT ANY
MORE .




' 1 HOPE YoU
{ DIPN'T SAY SOMETHING
PIRTY.

DON'T LIKE
DIRTY LITTLE GIRLS,
T CALL THEM LITTLE

S

e
0L/ CAN'T HAVE
HER. SHES MY FRIEND.
WE WERE PLAYING.
SHES MINE .

- |
of her, &
qaf?iskih.
S

" She isn't yours,
SNafﬂan. Shd belorige
éb no one, except




And as -For- you,
Rose Walker, heal.
) Heal and breathe.

Then Ieave+h|5 4
, butl mg

I have other
business here, and
I would not see you
further troubled..,

ROSE DOESN'T KNOW WHATS

GOING ON. DOESN'T UNDER-

STANP WHATE HAPPENING.,
POESN'T CARE.

" ONE THING PENETRATED,
ONE THING SHE KNOWS.

SHES GETTING OUT.

Qnd all his little friends come bunning. /“e/fo
they say fothe funn}q[anf wrﬁ mz.rbeo.zr’

OF course I'll be your friend,
he Tells them.



YOu KNOW, I DON'T USUALLY SPEAK

IN PUBLIC. BUT THE OPPORTUNITY OF
TALKING TO ALL OFYou |6 JusT ToO
GOOP TO PAGS LIF.

YOU ARE SPECIAL
PEOPLE. VERY
SPECIAL PEOPLE.

WE DON'T KILL PEOPLE
ANONYMOUGLY--POISONING THEIR
ASPIRIN , PUTTING SHARDS OF

GLAGS IN BABY FOOP.

WE ARE THE AMERICAN PREAMERS,
DRIVING POWN THE HOLY ROAD TO
TRUE KNOWLEDGE THATS PAVED
WITH BLOOP AND GOLP.

WE PON'T DO IT
TO MAKE A LIVING,
WE CON'T PO IT

FOR REVENGE. 4

LENGTH AND BREAPTH OF Sl
THIS FAIR COLINTRY, WE ARE =
KILLING PEOPLE. E \\

WEPON'T
DRIVE CARS
ONTO CROWPED
SIPEWALKS.

WE PO NOT MURPER
FOR A PROFIT. WE DO NoT
. MURPER FOR GOVERNMENTS,
WE PON'T CARRY GUNS INTO OR FOR HIRE. ‘
BURGER JOINTS ANP BLASTAWAY
UNTIL A SWAT TEAM SPATTERS
OUR BRAINS ALL OVER THE
FRENCH FRIES.

WE ARE

ENTREPRENEURS
IN AN EXPANPING




WE ARE GLADIATORS, AND WE ARE You digappoint me, Corinthian.
SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE, ANC WE ARE :
SWASHBLCKLERS AND HEROES ANP.
KINGS OF THE NIGHT.

) S : W%e
ANP THAT's A TRILIMPH . huménﬁ you H‘!SP""@C’ .

OUR GLORY. drs;ppomf me.

A nigltmare created ¢
to be the darkness, S
and the fear of N
darkness inevery J§
hurnan hear"r A

A black rmr'r'or' ‘
made'for'eﬂecf
ever’ in

uman
| mll nofconfmnf

year's Walkl
m"tﬁ“m,xs i
Just som

JWave you qwn 1'hem %lsesg Pgdeopga'o
?I'hafs all.

You've told them _
that there are bad
le out there, =
And they've known
that allalong.




' : TOo SUBMIT GUIETLY ?
. ; . -' TO RETURN TO THE DREAMING
on DO’ - BRI 10 SCAR THEIR SLEEPING
NOW? PO You e

MINDS 2
. EXPECT ME : st

NEVER AGAIN To KNOW
THE PELIGHTS OF A SWEET
BOYS EYE AS T POPS

BETWEEN MY TEETH 2

THEN LET US

FIGHT, DREAM . Hian We shall
LORD. PUTON Corinthian.

] ' I
\ YOUR HELM. Mf'ghg' Aﬂgifgg% gha

_goack.l._,

P e

You THE ARTS OF
PAIN AND WAR 1
HAVE LEARNED
ON THIs EARTH...



And Yol, you tha
Call wr'se!\es
ors, i
Unﬁl naw you have all -

fantasies in which
you ar'e-’rhe matreated herces
Of}’our' own s’romes ,

The hext time I

¥ make you, you shall not 4

be so flawed and ;
o little dr:eam )’ )-]

Comforting d r-eams

in which, uifi you

ane shown fobe i he
r’tgh'f Y 4

<’
-fhe dream rsaver-
T have faken if =t




Yaacily w

, kI‘IOWJ

For this is my judg

mertonyou: that

hall know, at all times, and fOF’B\IBl?\'\

Zsfnoerr-r

you are . And'you shall
LE that means.
e

COLLECT
YOURGELF, M5
WALKER. IT IS

ONLY ME...

1 THINK
THIS 15 YOUR
BROTHER.

I FOUNP HIM ., HE
WAS LOCKEP IN THE
BOOTOFACAR. I

HEARD HIM
SOBBING.




NO, HES
LINCONSCIOUS, BUT
STILL ALIVE.WE URGENTLY
NEED TO GET HIM TO
A HOSPITAL .

I DON'T KNOW
WHAT HAPPENED
HERE TOPAY,

GILBERT.

I PON'T THINK

I WANT TO.
NOT YET.

YOU CALLED HIM, DIDN'TYoUZ W IN THE MEANTIME, I THINK WE SHOULD
1 GUPPOSE WE WILL BOTH HAVE , CALL AN AMBULANCE FOR THE BOY, AND
O FACE THE CONSEQUENCES THEN MAKE OLIR WAY HOME.
OF THAT.

GILBERTZ
GILBERT, I'M 50
coLpP. ANDSo

SCARED.




THE FIRST WIND OF WINTER BLEW
FROM THE NORTH, AND ITHAP ICE
AND RIME ON 175 BREATH.

IT SCATTERED THEM INTO THE NIGHT,
THE QUIET ONES WITH PEATH IN
THEIR EYES.

IT WAS DIRTY ANP SHARP AND IT CUT LIKE A
RAZOR, ANP |F IT TOUCHEP You, You couLl?

WASH ANP WASH LINTIL YOUR SKIN WAS
TATTERED ANP BLOOPIED, BUT YOU'P NEVER

BE CLEAN AGAIN.

BUT THEY LEFT MORE TENTATIVELY

THAN THEY HAD COME, AS IF THEY HAP
SEEN SOMETHING LINHOLY INSIDE THEMSELVES;
QOMEFHJN@T'E WOULD NEVER BE ABLE TO

ITSEEMED LIKE THE NIGHT SUCKED?

THEM UP, TOOK THEM INTO IT5
DARK HEART.

N N
T~y

IT GEEMEP LIKE THE PARKNESS
SWALLOWEL? THEM. ..

AND THEY LEFT, SLOWLY, ONE BY
ONE, WITH RELUCTANCE,LEAVI
THE SAFETY OF THE LIGHT FOR
THE cHILL CERTAINTIES OF




