


LONG, LONG AGO, BEFORE
THE FAMILY LEFT THE OLEP COUNTRY-- GRANDPPA. T PON'T V... ITS ALWAYS TV
ANDC WHAT A PALAVER THAT WAS, MY WANT 1O HEAR ASTORY. I PON'T WANT IO HEAR
CHILD-- THERE WAS A YOLING MAN T WANT TO WATCH TV ABOUT TV. You TALK ABOUT
OF OUR PEOPLE . TVONE MORE TIME T WON'T
—= . BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
MY ACTIONS --

CHRISSAKES
GRANDPFPA

YOUR PARENTS, WHAT KIND OF OMOE AN T SUPPOSE IF EVERBODY
THINGS ARE THEY TEACHING YOUZ [l CLIT OFF THEIR HEARS ANP STUFFEL?
IN THE OLP COUNTRY YOU'[? NEVER ASAFOETICA INTO THEIR MOUTHS AN

HEAR ANY OF THE FAMILY TAKING GRANDPA, TS BURIED THEIR HEARTS AT CROSS-

THAT NAME IN VAIN. JUST SOMETHING ROADS, THEN Yo' Po 1T TC
THEY £AY OVER.
HERE. EVERYBOCY
SAYS IT,

FINE. FINE, FINE. ITs MY LOOK, I'LL LISTEN TO

FAULT. I'M OLP, T REMEMBER THE THE STORY,

OLP WAYS, GOWHAT DO I KNOW 2 -

1 DON'T WATCH THIS MTV. T DON'T OHH. 50 NOW YOU'RE .

KNOW ANYTHING. 50 WHO LISTENS POING ME A FAVOR. |5 ./ YOU HAVEN'T
TO CRAZY GTORIES. .. THAT IT 2 Y FORGOTTEN IT,

COME ON, GRAN[ -

GRANCPA, T WANT 10 P FATHER. IT BEGAN

HEAR THE STORY. 1 REALLY ¥\l "LONG, LONG AGC,

[X0. GRANDFATHER? PLEAGE?Z T |\  BEFORE THE

é Mol o ot Y\ FAMILY LEFT THE
m GRANUFATHER? : ] OLP COUNTRY. "

SANDFA, IT'M
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“VES, menemnmuue
E—‘ MAN OF OUR PEOPLE. ?
L= B

HE WAE POOR, BUIT HE WAS HﬂHEﬁT
AND HE LIUEFI‘ITHE FOREST, WITH HIS .

FﬂTHER

THE FORESIE WAY ARE POOR ﬂ-III'ErE

THESE WERE THE REAL FORESTS OF THE

OLP COUNTRY : MANY ENTEREL? THEM WHO
HEVERC:AME OUTASGAIN.

TREES THERE WERE, OLD AG -mess CAN
BE, HUGE AND GRASPING WITH HEARTS
BLACK AS SIN. STRANGE TREES THAT GOME
smp WALKED m‘rHE NIGHT--

B VR (e
S h.li;:s;

OKAY. IT WAE A FOREST. ITHAP IN THE SUMMER THE ROREST WAS IN THE WINTER THE TRUE WOLVES
TREES IN IT. TMNOTSTUPIC, WARM AN[P THE TRUE BEARS ROAMEL. WOULP COME POWN FROM THE
1 &OT IT. IN THE WINTER IT WAS COLP, COLP STEPPES, DRIVEN SOUTH BY HUNGER;
ENOUGH TO FREEZE THE &KIN OFF AND THERE WAS SOMETIMES PRECIOUS

S0 YoL! WANT TO TELL THE YOUR FACE AND FREEZE YOUIR LITTLE MPWM-—AH?LEEE

GTORY 7 MAYBE I SHOUILE LISTEN, PI6S BEFORE |T TOUCHEL
YOoU TELL ITSOWELL... THE GROUND.

T PIPNT
SAY THAT,
IT'S YOUR
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| e Youne man's momver HAD iED |

ANP THERE PERHAPS A WOODCLITTER OR A CHARCOAL | BRINGING HIM INTO THE WORLD; SHE
BURNER ANL? HIS BRATS; HUNTERS WERE FEW, BUT GAVE HIM LIFE, A SMALL WOODEN
PANGEROUS. FINGER-RING, AN THE NAME VASSILY.
: THERE HAVE BEEN WORSE LEGACIES.

-
e

7 AR
4 VASS/LY'? BUT THATS.,.
ITE A PRETTY COMMON I
NAME. ANYWAY...

. 1

THERE WERE CLEARINGS, AND IN SOME OF THE
CLEARINGS SMALL SETTLEMENTS HARP SPRUNG LIP:
NERVOUS MEN ANC WOMEN ANIZ CHILPREN HUPPLED
AROUND FLICKERING BONFIRES, HOPING SOMEHOW
1O KEEP THE DARKNESS AT BAY..,

THE LAD WAS SIXTEEN WHEN A | $HE HAD TWO GO0 TEETH IN HER
HEAL, TWO EYES BRIGHT AS A BIRD'S,
& AND SHE AW THE YOLING MAN
Tt e I SITTING IN THE LINPERGROWTH, STILL
LIRS R rcacme
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VASSILY ANC HIS FATHER LIVED FAR, U s,

FAR FROM ANY OTHERS DEEP INTHE | [T == %
FOREST, AND SAWNO ONE, OR R g ——
ALMOST NOONE, FOR TRAVELLERS | Bl NO, GIRL, SHE WAS GYPeY. IR
IN THOSE PARTS WERE FEW, AND | RomMAaNY sTock. AWISE woMAaN. |
| FooLHaroy. R SRk AT AN

B YOU CAN COMEOUTOF R
S THERE, BOY. CON'TTHNK T ¥
B\ PON'TSEEYOU, BECAUSE S

\ THEN, WHEN YoU'RE Jj




HERE. LET ME sHOW
YOU WHAT T'VEGCOT, ALL
MANNER OF WONPERFUL

THINGS. .,

THIG |5 THE EMERALLC
HEART OF KOSCHEI| THE
[PEATHLESS. HE KEPT HIS
LIFE IN THIS HEART, BUT
A WOMAN &TOLE [T,
AND HE DIE. -

THIS 15 A CLOAK OF

NIGHT. THERE |6 A COUNTRY

FAR IN THE NORTH WHERE
FAY NEVER BREAKS. THIS
CLOAK WAS WOVEN FROM
THE SILK OF BLACK WORMS
WHO FEEL ONTHE LEAVES
OF PARK TREES IN
LIGHTLESS CAVERNS
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22 MANY OF YOUR PEOPLE
LIVE AROLIND HERE?

7 You DON'T HAVE TO BE
SCARED OF ME, LAD. T NOT
B LOOKING FOR TROUBLE,

IM
LOOKING FOR
CUSTOMERS,

THIS 16 THE DRUM INESCAPABLE,
THAT EMPUSA CRAFTED FROM
THE HIPE OF A WYVERN ANC

THE WOOP OF Y6GDRASIL :

IF YOU BEAT THIS DRUM
I NOTHING CAN ESCAPE

Alad vy ;\h




BUT GRANDPA. HOW DIDANOLD [ | SHE WAS ROMANY, HE WAS GAJE -- AN
GYPSY WOMAN GETHOLDOF ALL B | OUTSIPER. [T NO CRIME FOR THEM
THOSE WONPERFUIL TREASLIRES 2 1O CHEAT THE GAJE.

W' He'D NEVER SEEN 50 MANY
‘ BEAUTIFUL THINGS IN HIS LIFE.

f NOTHING TO

PAY FOR YOUR
BAUBLESG OLD
WOMAN. WE
ARE POOR
FOREST FOLK,

&i e AND HAVE

- : NOTHING TO

ARE YOU CRAZY? ANOLD GYPSY o _— -

WOMAN'S GONGTO BE WALKING > WHAT... WHAT

AROUIND A FOREST WITH THE EMERALD | COYOoU WANT I

HEART OF KOSCHE| THE PEATHLESS IN ar

HER PACKZ OR THE PRUM INESCAPABLE 2

MY SON ., YOU MUST NOT
TALK TO FOLK IN THE FOREST.
THEY MEAN LIS HARM.

YOU WERE MEANT ©
© BE HUNTING.

SHE WAS !¥ e~
werenoz W Dl L e
Lt GEEMED WELL- |8 ) F'EEJH-E;WWWM“P‘EE

BOY. PON'T BE
HARD ON HIM.

MY FATHER 6AYS THAT THE THING & YOoU STARTLECME. T PION'T HEAR Y
YOU SHOWED ME ARE VALUELESS, YOU COMING, NOT THATMY EARS A
GENGAWS AND TRINKETS | ARE WHAT THEY WERE,

VALUES IN WHAT N
PEOPLE THINK.NOT IN '




BUT YO WERE cooD TO -
ME, YESTERDAY. ROAST RABRBIT

LAST NIGHT, COLDRABBIT TODAY
W.

YOU LOOK ATHER . ONCE T
WAS MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN HER .

T HAD LONG BLACK HAIR,
AND T COULD WALK, AND T
COULD SMILE, AND T DANCED
IN EVERY TOWN FROM PSKOFF
TO VYATKA.

ITS APICTURE OF "
¢ ¥ THE DUKES YOUNGEST
s\ PAUGHTER. HERE TAKE 4

IT. IS YOURS.

AND EVERY YOLING MAN

WHO SAW ME LOOKED ATME

WITHFIREINHISEYES T
MAPE MISTAKES, TMNOT
SAYING T PIDN'T.,..

MY FATHER WANTED ME TO MARRY '
OFF TOAFINE MAN ., BUT TRAN AWAY | | I'M ROMANY. T CAN TELL . TMSORRY,
FROM HIM, ANDGOT MY HEART BROKEN, | | MY DARLING: T WAS ATHOUSAND

0 YOI LUNDERSTANP ME 2 M LEAGUES AWAY.

HERE. GIVE
ME YOUR LITTLE
FINGER, LOOK
INTO MY EYES,
ANC T'LL TELL




AND BUTCHERED [T, TOGETHER R¥.# 4
mﬁrmmemmmw

FOR WINTER WAS COMMNG =
ANC WINTER, AS 1 TOLD
You, WAS CRUEL.,

AT NIGHT HE'P TAKE OUT
THE PICTURE OF THE DUKE 'S

PAUGHTER, ANDSTARE AT IT

WOMAN [N THE
MINIATURE .

SHE HAD EYES AS BLUE AS THE YOUNG MAN STALKED THE FOREST |
CORNFLOWERS, LIPS AS REPAS IN THE COMING PAYS BUT Hie HEART
POPPIES, SKIN WHITER THAN MILK, WAS NOT IN THE HUINT; THE BEAGTS HE

HAIR AS GOLIPAS THE GETTING KILLED-- AN BEASTS WERE GETTING
. SUN ;. HARPER TO FINI’ AG THE PAYS PREW

e — IN-- WERE
Y OKAY. YEAH, KILLED

WITHOUT
PRIDE,

N oxay. 1 GeT THE

B
”

%

........

MISS OKAY-T-GET-
THE-IPEA.

HEEHTHEEFWFI'ITWT
W HE RAN WITHOUT PELIGHTING

IN Hi& SPEED OR HIS QILEHL’-E -

LOOK, CELESTE, THIS 1S WHAT
HAPPENEL. oKAY 2 PO T ASK
YO TO EXPLAIN MICHAEL
JACKSON LYRICS 2

i A SMALL BONE THAT HE HAD WHAT =

CARVEL INTO THE
GHAPE OF A smMALL
BONE.,

BUT IT
WAS ASMALL BONE
ALREACY. I PON'T LIKE MICHAEL
JACKSON ANY MORE . ONLY
CWEEBS ANC K0S
LISTEN TOMICHAEL

JACKSON.

HE CARVEPD IT INTO MICHAEL JACKSON . THIS

WEEK You FI.'S!'I'"T LIKE

THE SHAPE OF APIFFERENT
SMALL BONE. ALL RIGHTZ

ONE DAY HE TOOK A HANDKERCHIEF,
AND WRAPPED UP HI5 FEW POSSESSINS
-- SOME TARNISHED BRONZE CONS, A
SMALL BONE THAT HE HAD CARVED INTO
THE SHAPE OF A SMALL BONE, ATHIN

WOODEN FINGER-RING HIS MOTHER

HAP LEFI" HIM oo

HIS FATHER WAS AWAY, HUNTING.
VASSILY THOUGHT IT BEST 10 LEAVE
BEFORE HE RETURNED HOME .

HUH! AN MY PARENTS
COMPLAIN WHEN I GET BACK

LATE FROM A PARTY !

THI& WASs THE OLP PAYS IN
THEOLD COUNTRY. WE D1 THINGS
PIFFERENTLY THEN,



B Y| || Her ooy was aLreapy
B B Y covg AND'THE BLOOP ON
_- | HER THROAT HAD HARDENED
%0 - 0 A BLACK CRUST.

. i g ' ™
AND SOME LEAGLUIES OFF, .
ENCOUNTEREL THE PEPPLER ¥

= WOMAN, FORTHELASTTIME., B/

- — - ".

47 Pl TRV

IN THESE PARTS, WHICH WAY /)
DI0 YOU COME 2 >

~e N THROUGH THE
N OO FOREST.

"
- I
N ST

"'\:1 { -
R ! THE PEVIL You HAVE!
¥ [ON'T YOU KNOW THAT

AND OGRES? YOU WERE
LUCKY TO ESCAPE WITH
YOUR LIFE.

7~ AN EMERALD. A LITTLE DRUM.
A SHIRT...A BOOK. OTHER THINGS. _

o ¥ —
Etd

VASSILY ATE LIGHTLY OF THE
INN'S INPIFFERENT FOOL

THEN WENT LIP TOHIS ROOM .
HE BOLTED THE POOR.

WHICH WAY THE LEG6 OF THE BED
I5THE PALACE WERE BOLTER O THE
OF THE PUKE? 4 || FLOOR, ANP ITCoULD
NOT BE MOVED, HE WENT
TO SLEEP ON THE HARD | Bas
FLOOR, IN THE OPPOSITE r/-.

|
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TWO FULL WEEK.S'
TRAVEL WEST. YOU MUST \
HAVE PEVILISH RICH
PICKINGS IN THAT PACK
OF YOUIRS |F Yol WOULDP
SEEK TO PEPPLE

J\ gl




THE INN HAD? BEEN QUIET FOR
SOME HOURS WHEN A PANEL
INTHE WALL ABOVE His BED

| THERE WAS A A ROMENT OF SILENCE,

AND THEN, THROLIGH THE HIDDEN

GOORWAY IN THEWALL , VASSILY
SAW THE INNKEEPER .

l VASSILY HAD LEARNED A
VALUABLE LESSON THAT

HE GETOFF DUE WEST, AWAY
FROM THE SUNRISE, WELL-
RESTEDAND WELL- FED

BEFORE HE LEFT THE
INN HE TOOK BACK THE
COIN HE HAUGIVEN THE
INNKEEPER FOR HIS FooD
AND LODGING, FEELING
QUITE JUSTIFIED IN&O
POING.

W “‘!""' i ap 1 Uig i) B TVET
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TWO DAYS OF TRAVEL , AND AN EARLY

SNOW WAS BEGINNING TO FALL, WHEN

UP TO HIM ON THE ROAD COMES THE

TALLEST, THINNEST MAN THAT VASSILY
HAD EVER SEEN

o

“T'M BOUINL? WHERE MY FEE
ME, ANI? HEART WHERE my
SAIC THE YOUING

-

\WY T'M LookING FOR A BooK.
\{\ I THOUGHT PERHAPS Youl
LD\, COULD SELL IT TOME.

= : -
ANDC WHAT WOULD w
7 BE DOING WITH A
. BOOK 2

ACCORDING TO
POPLILAR REPORT, KOSCHE|
THE PEATHLESS KEPT HIS
HEART IN A DUCK EGG; AND
IT WAG PESTROYED BY A
YOUNG GALLANT, TWO
. HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

' iy "--_'r

ANC WHAT Do You
HAVE IN YOUR PACK ,
YOUNG PEPDLER?

OPPMENTS ANP
TRINKETS, SIR. NOTHING
OF ANY VALUE

YOU AREN'T THE N
FIRST TO CARRY THAT s
PACK, YOUNG MAN, A

ARE You 2 o X

INTERESTED IN,
WHAT'S YOUIR

Y s0, HaveYou ¥
B MYBook? 4

VALUES INTHE
MINPOF THE BUYER, I
NOT THE PEPPLER. 408

1 HAVE MANY THINGS, INCLUPING
WHAT I HAVE BEEN ASSURED IS IN
ALL PROBABILITY THE EMERALLD

HEART OF KOSCHE| THE

DEATHLESS,




A OH, DEAR ME. GOOD GRACIOUS,
/ NO. T CAN'T PAY ANYTHING LIKE

A THAT. I'M JUSTA LIBRARIAN, A
LIBRARIAN WHO LOSTA BOOK .

ANP WHEN HE LOOKED BACK W TOOKME UNTIL T WAS AT LEAST W LISTEN, BLOOD OF MY BLOOD, ALTHOUSH
THE THIN MAN WAS GONE . A HUNDRED AND FORTY. HUNDRED | I'M A HARPMAN TO ANGER, AND I LOVE

AND FIFTY, MAYBE. ANYWAY, HE YOU DEEPLY, IF YOU INTERRUPT ME

S0, THIS THIN MAN, WASN'T A FAIRY. HE WAS A AGAIN SOHELPME I'LL RIPOUT

WAG HE ONE OF THE PEOPLE? LIBRARIAN. ALL RIGHT 2 b YOUR THROAT WITH MY TEETH.
WAS HE A FAIRY OR SOMETHING? |- I
I DON'T BEL/EVE INFAIRIES, He A ol B

i

"'
ﬁ_‘:'—"—“ﬂ S %
e -

SRANCRATHER

7 MM. IT ALL SO0UNDS
OF COURSE YOU PON'T : ;
BELIEVE IN FAIRIES, YOU'RE SUSPICIOUSLY POST-MODERN

FIFTEEN. YOU THINK I BELIEVED Egﬁ%??gfgﬂ 'ﬁifggﬁ .
N FAIRIES AT FIFTEEN 2
I THE OLP COUNTRY 2

VASSILY WAS ALONE ON THE ROAD,
ALTHOUGH A RAVEN FLEW FAR, FAR
ABOVE HIM AS HETRAVELLE,

ON THE EVENING OF THE THIRD DAY HE REACHED
THE BORPERS OF ANOTHER FOREST; AND IT WAS THERE
THAT HE AGAIN ENCOLINTEREZ THE TALL MAN.,

o —

—————,

THE SLIN FELL AND ROSE AND
FELL AGAIN: HE SAW NO ONE
ON THE ROAL. THE SNOW HAD
TURNED INTO SLEET, ANC?
THICK MUD SLOWED HIS PROGRESS.




1 THIS 15 YOLIRS
LIS /7~ YOLI GIVE ME

AND THAT'S FINAL,
POYOU KNOW THE
BOTHER I HAD
GETTING THE
SOLEY WITHOUT

IM APEDDLER.
I HAVE A BOOIK
FOR SALE --|F YOU THEN I WON'T BLURN IT. BUT
OAN MEET MY IT WON'T BE YOUIRS LINLEGS

\ PRICE. IFNOT... YOU MEET MY PRICE
- .

THAT NIGHT THECLOUDS
CLEARED, THE MOON WAS |
FULL AND VASSILY MADPE |

M e
1P |

||1||’ I][|’F il

AFTER A WHILE HE LEFT THE
PATH AND RAN THROUGH THE
FOREST, LOPING GENTLY IN

THE MOONLIGHT. HE 5CENTED |
A HIGH 6CENT IN THE AIR :




I.ukruf @}' -nn\ui\ﬂ :
WEIGHED DOWN BY HIS

PACK AG HE WAS, HE GAVE

HE FOLLOWED HER FOR LEAGUIES, ACROSS
SCRUB AND HEATH AND WOOD, EXULTING IN
THE HUNT. HE FOUND HIMSELF WISHING THAT
THE CHASE COULP GO ON FOREVER: HIMSELF
ANP THE PEER, BOUND TOGETHER,; HUNTER
ANDP HUNTER UNTILTHE ENCOF TIME .

BUT ALL THINGS musT
END. AND HE TENSED
FOR THE FINAL LEAP.,,.

.
il 1 —
Ty 4 L .
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A GOOD IF YOU HAD BEEN
EVENNGTOYOU, JiF e, FASTER YOU/ WOULD
D KINGMAN. A5 g ~ HAVE CAUGHT HER,

* !T.-" l.rl'# 4 I A/ “f_
v ) }/ 'fv’ 2 : f ' / E‘IH-H'.”
-] ﬂ}fu” ..-J"lh.r im ﬁi ) o N *'.7‘”.4 t ":Jr :“ d :f "f’fh.ﬁ'ff | 7Y

T AM CARRYING A PACK
ON MY BACK . WERE IT NOT FOR
THE PACK 1 WOUL[? BE FASTER.
T HAVE CHASEP HER FOR
MANY, MANY LEAGUES.

THeRE mmmrr' ' HE TRIED TO CATCH
WA THis DEER. HE FAILED,
?fm T SUCCEEDED
1 P~ .




THEM NO ANGWERS. HE HAD NEVER

SEEN 80 MANY OF THE PEOPLE BEFORE;

BUT THEY WERE HIS KIN, AND HE WAS
NOT AFRAID.

WELL SPOKEN, LITTLE
COUSIN, AND WHAT HAVE You

IN YOUR LITTLE BAG FOR YOUR
OLD AUNTIE, THEN 2

BABA YAGA GRINNELZTHEN, AND
HER TEETH GLINTED IRON IN THE

I HAVE GOMETHING ¢/
YOU'VE ALWAYS WANTER

| GOOPD 6OS5IP. THE
EMERALD HEART OF

AYE, THAT WOULD BE A ‘
TREAGURE INDEED, AND WHAT
WOULD You WANT FROM YOLIR
_OLD AUNTIE FOR THAT 2

V 1ELL ME, ¢

Boy: HAVEYou Y |

EVER RICDEN ¢ PN =
THE NIGHT Sky, JrIGuRz it WeeStens
A INAMORTAR? Al et
/2N W s\

= :' .:.___n . .Iﬁ I




BOOPWILL, GREAT ]
LACY.

{ WELLZMY ¥

AYE. THIS 15 THE
EMERALDP HEART OF
KOSCHE! THE
PEATHLESS.




N7 HOLL ON, T THOUGHT YOU SAID IT WASW'T T YOU SMHOWULON'T
Bl THE EMERALD HEART OF KOSCHE| THE PEATHLESS, JONIMl TRUST THE STORY -
A OLPPEPPLER WOMAN HAP O W TELLER; ONLY TRUST

LIED. __ gl THE STORY.

MAYBE T WAS MISTAKEN . \ Y 1 ANYWAY : THE YOUING MAN WENT

MAYBE BABAYAGA WAS EASILY § W i | UP TO THE GREAT DOOR AND BANGE
o FOOLED, WHO KNOWSZ HEAVILY ON [T WITH HIS FIST,

1 HAVE COME MANY LEAGLUIES
TO SEE HER.
V" OH, GRE
AND NOBLE LORD,
T WOULD NOT PREAM
OF PENYING YOu
ANYTHINGS.

BUT THE NOBLE LAPY
MUST BE WOKEN, ANP SHE MusT
BE PRESSEP ANC BATHED ANC
POWPERED BEFORE SHE 6EES
SOMEONE AS IMPORTANT AS

OH. YOU PO, DO Yo
&0 TS TRUE WHAT THEY sAY
ABOUT THE FULL MOON, THEN.

£ JOWN THIS WAY,

B SIR. THESE GTEPS
LEAD TO THE

A WAITING ROOM,

THE LITTLE MAN WAS TERRIFIED, BUT VASSIL
COULD NOT SMELL IT, FOR SCENT AND POWDER
={ SURROUNDED HIM LIKE MIST, AND VASSILY WAS
Z4 UNUBED TO THE FOLKOF THE CITIES. N

T A AT

. "'\-\.,\_\_

.




AT THE BOTTOM OF THE CELLAR [t
STEPS WAS AN IRON DOOR . Ve i ®
e

N

e L

! INGLY,

HE
HIS PACK, AND TOOK FOOP FROM
IT,E.HTHé*ITM o OKAY. OKAY. GOYOUCAN BLAME

50 YOLIR EYES ARE GOOP TOO.
THATS GOOP. HIS EYES WERE

HE TRIED TO FORCE THE POOR, BUT

IT WAS COLD IRON. THERE WAS NO

WINDOW, AND THE CELL WAS LINEC
WITH MORTARE R STONE.

HE WAS OF THE PEOPLE, AND HE

OOULD SEE IN FULL DARKNESS HE PRANK THE WATER IN HIS PACK,
BECAUSE HE HADN'T RUINED HI& MEAS URING ITOUT A MOUTHFLIL
EYES WITH TELEVISION-- AT A TIME.

- SRR SR 2

VASSILY RESIGNED HIMSELF TO HiIe
| gl PASGING. HE GATIN nﬁcal.,uuﬂsyn
WE OF THE PEOPLE ARE - Il ¥l coLD, COLP IRON; AND HE WAITED,

| HARD TO KILL, ANCHARDER HUNGRY, ,
TO KILL THEOLDPER WE GET; B 7 THIRSTY, ANPZ WEAK, FOR

BUT HE WAS YOUNG, AND T
| WITHOUT FOOPOR WATER 7 AN\
OR MOONLIGHT HE WoulLD 2 LT 1] A R WA | B B & i
PIE THE TRUE PEATH. &N w [ LY



HELLOYOUNGMAN. T'VE

.-,In'

' lac g i TR

P IF YOU HADWAITED “N& B8

MM ANOTHER WEEK THEN You Yig o
A WOULD NOTMAVE TO '

N, ¥
—_ a0

ITG NOT THATSIMPLE,
AT THIS POINT THE Book 16 ;
YOUR PROPERTY WHEN You
\ DIE, TECHNICALLY [T BECOWES
B\, THE PROPERTY OF THE DUKE,

ANP I REALLY HAVE \
NO PESIRE TO OPEN
NEGOTIATIONS WITH

THE PUKE,.,

e IT WOULDPALMOSTCERTAINLY
NEGS KNOWS /s ATTRACT ATTENTION, WHICH IS

Wmm WOULPSAY ; P S ) 777, SOMETHING I'M COING MY

IF HELEARNE TP LETA ' A= :}’ BEST To AVoID,

BOOK BE STOLEN FROM liigl!l““"”

HIS LIBRARY,
2 b ‘..;I":J, SUPPOSE
s/ WE DO A PEAL , YouR
g N\ FREECOM FOR THE
ﬁmeh

PO YOU KNOW
HOW LONG |T'G
BEEN SINCE T

MISLAID A . :

BOOK 2 2 Y WELL, LET® JusT
: SAY THE CONTINENTS WEREN'T
IN THEIR CURRENT SHAPES,
NOT THAT THAT MEANS
ANYTHING TOYOU . 8

1 AM OF THE PEOPLE, MAN. WHAT T SEEK, T FIND.
{ WHAT T HUNT, T TAKE. T CAN HIPE IN A SHACOW. MY
TEETH ARE SHARP ENOLIGH TO CUT BONE. T RUN

ON FOUR LEGS AG EASILY AS TWO.

1 AM KIN TO PWARROW AN’
NIGHTGAUNT. T OWE ALLEGIANCE
TO NONE BORN ANP T FEAR NOTHING.

1 WANT THE WOMAN.




lmml-%. / ;m!!' S
HE FOLLOWEP THE THIN MAN THROW&H
A POOR THAT HADN'T BEEN THERE A
MOMENT BEFORE, AND? FOUND HIMSELF
= '3 INALIBRARY. IT SEEMEDP TO GOON
= [TH FOREVER--A BEAUTIFUL CORRICOR

LINED WITH BOOKS.

I[ A 5N

J/////Z

AR

Y Stop that.

==

-

NOW, QUIET TH
HERE, VERY, VERY QUIET,
I CAN TAKE SHORTCUTS ...
BUTONLY THROUGH THE
LIBRARY. WE MUSTN'T Co
ANYTHING 1O ATTRACT

ROUIGH

,...
nife

AU e U b s s

et L R T R
iges 84 0

l‘i,

"i

) - :
X %

Well, Lycien?
I'm'wai-l‘ing. /

“C Lucien? You
did not fell me we e

AH. WELL, LORD.
T MUST APNMIT 1 WAS
HOPING THAT You
WOULDPN'T FINPOUT

ABOUT THIS.

§ S B A

um,
NO, NOT
EXACTLY...



3 : | — =
THERE |5 A BUT EVERYTHINGS ALL
BOOK MIGSING ™~ RIGHT. T'VESORTED ITALL T8
FROM THE LIBRARY, OUT, AND HES GOING TO 60 THE YOUING MAN SHOWED
LORD ITISINTHE GIVE ITBACK TOUS. For /4 HINTHE MINIATURE. AN THE
POSSEGSION OF AN, UM, PRICE . LORD OF DREAMS LISTENEC

THIS YOUN&G TO HiIs TALE.
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Very good. ®
Half:i_ letus
VIS
lady ﬁﬁ;m
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ONE STEP FORWARC AN[Z THEY WERE IN
THE BEPROOM OF THE DUKES YOUNGEST
PAUGHTER WHOSE NANME WAS,,.1T PON'T
REMEMBER . NATASHA, SOMETHING
LIKE THAT.
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hedreams of walking O . £/ 1/INns VASSILY TOUCHED THE

rough a covered market, /- MNGE. W& S S WOMAN'S SHOULDER AND SHE
looking forcornflowers | |
and finding only goblets

WHAT ARE You

i (AOING IN MY
T\ CHAMBER 2
WHO ARE YOU/® WHO

ARE THESE PEOPLEZ

W —
il

VASSILY LOOKEP AT HER . GHE WAS . UNGRY. TAKE ME
BEAUTIFLIL , INPEED. AND PALE. AND . Y FROM HERE .

THE LORD OF PREAMS TOOK THE
YOUNG MAN BACK TO HIS PALACE, AND | §
VASSILY FEASTED THERE ON VENISON
AN HARE AND PHEASANT ANCKIE; '
HE DRANK TOKAY AND SHERBE T ANC

BUT THE LORP OF DREANS KNEW

THAT WISHES ARE SOMETIMES BEST

LEFT UNGRANTED; AND HE DID NOT
NEED TO ASK.

WHEN LUCIEN ASKEP
VAGSILY ABOUT THE
PUKES DAUGHTER

m HE SHOOK HIS HEAD
_Mﬂmrwuamm&
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ANDONENIGHT IN EARLY SPRING, WHEN
| THE CRESCENTMOON HUNG SHARP ANC
1 WHITE IN THE 5KY, HE RAN THROUGH THE
WoODS INTHE SHAPE OF A WOLF.

HE RECOGNIZE[? HER
SCENT FROMWM FAR
ACROSS THE WoorD.
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AND? THEN, FLICKERING |
AND SHIFTING FROM
WOLF-SHAPE TO MAN-
SHAPE, THEY CELEBRA-
TED THEIR LUNION.
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AN THE PEOPLE CAME FROM IT'6 NOTSEXIST AT ALL . IT'G THE CUSTOM
HUNDRECDS OF LEAGUES AROUNL/ OF THEPEOPLE. OR |IT WAS. BEFORE

THATS THE HOW PID THE
[REAM-KING'S
BOOK GET INTO
THE OLP PEPPLER
WOMAN'S SACK
IN THE FIR&T

FOR THE WEDDING. AND THEY LIVED WE CAME HERE
HAPPILY TOGETHER UNTIL PEATH
PARTEC THEM. ‘ W

THE ['REAM KIN&
TELLS ME HIS GECRETSE
IT JUST WAS, THAT'S

ALL.
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THE HUNT LASTED FOR HOURS :
UNTIL, AT THE ENC, HIS TEETH
CLOSED, @Emn; ON HERNECK,
NOT BREAKING THE SKIN, ANL?
GHE LAY STILL.

THERE I&N'T ANY PREAM
KING. JUST ANOTHER MALE -
UP PERSON IN ANOTHER
PUMB STORY,



I KNOW WHAT THIG STORY |16 ABOUT BECALIGE HE'S
MY PARENTS PUT YOU &P TOTHIS PIDN'T NOT ONE OF THE
THEY? IT'6 ABOUT CHRISTOPHER ; I5N'T PEOPLE. HE'C ONE
OF THEM. YOWUWRE O
' TRANG PARENT,
WHY WoulLP IT = GRANDFPA
BE ABOUIT YOLIR
BOYFRIEND 2

TRIWE 7
GIVEME A
BREAK.

IT's A STORY OF
THE PEOPLE. PON'T You
LOOK,; WE DON'T WANT TO KNOW WHERE
LIVE IN THE FOREST ANY YOU COME FROMZT WO
MORE. THIS |5 NEW JERSEY, YOU ARE F
NOT NOVAYA ZEMLYA. ANP I
CANGOOUT WITH WHOEVEK
T WANT TO

; MY FAULT. I THOUGHT YoLI'D WANT
ITS INS§UWLAR , BUT ITWASNT QF ITWAS 1O HEAR THE STORY. YOI/ WATCH
AN THE MORAL ABOWT YOURBOY-Y ABOUT WHAT YOUR TELEVISION. YOUR PARENTS
IS THAT THE FRIENL [T WA EHJT HE ﬁw WHEH WILL i H;‘_‘jME ;""f_'_},f:j_:H i
PEOPLE ARE REALLY EVEN HE LOOKED AT _
HAPPY WITHTHE ABOUT THE THE GLEEPING
PEOPLE. BI& PEOPLE. WOMAN.... -

SURPRISE . B GRANDPA

T KNEW 1 SHOULD WY/ Lk
HAVE WATCHEPTV. AT Y
LEAST THAT DOESN'T TRY b\ O
TO PRETENDZ THAT WERE  § A
STILL LIVING FIVE e R
. - WHL" HE =L Ll
2Y J
HUNPRED YEARS AGO. TURNED HIS -

BACKON WASABOUT
HER PREAMS.,..

T—

LWisH YO CoulLP HAVE
KNOWN YOUR GRANCMOTHER GRANCFATHER Z
SHE WAS AN AMAZING WOMAN .
SHE KNEW THE VALLIE OF THINGS

ME FORGET THAT SHE HAD?
BEATEN METOTHE PEER,






