


..+ ANP THEN THE BABY BEAR v

BAID "COMEONE'S BEEN SLEEPING
IN MY BED--AND SHES STILL
THERE ! ¥

AND GOLPILOCKS, WELL,
SHE WOKE UP, ANP SHE JUMPED
OUTOF THE WINPOW, AND DIDN'T

STOP RUNNING LINTIL SHE
GOT HOME.

N

ANPTHAT 15
THE ENP OF THE
STORY. THERE.

DREAM GOOD PREAMS,
AND MOMMA WILL COME AND
GET YOU WHEN YOU WAKE

UP. OKAY, BABY?Z
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b DCIPYOU LIKE

THAT, DANIELZ 2/ Youz Y
DIDYou LIKE T2 '

NOW. YOU KNOW WHATS
GOING TO HAPPEN NOW#

You GOTIT, BABYCAKES, Y o r
TIME FOR YOUR NAP, -

P WHERES DANIELS
3 S NUM-NUM, HUH 2
". AT HEEERE IT 15!
>4 x B UH-HUH.
W ~
.,-: Q
# A
- .-'5. 3 '." k NOW You
' e " HAVEA LOVELY,
£ LOVELY NAP.
., . 3
= BE “F.N :
A IF I DON'T TALK TO
o TR AN APULT SOON TM GOING
SR 2 TOGTART CLIMBING THE
e o t WALL .
-

i
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HI CARLA.
SME, LYTA.
k_ il

E\‘_g\

FINE. I JUST PUT HIM
DOWN FOR HIS NAP.

|

I'MGOING 5TIR
CRAZY, AND T'VE JOINED
THE RANKS OF THE WALKING
BRAIN-DEAD, BUT OTHER-
\ WISE I'M JUST PEACHY.

NO, I'VE GONEOUTA
COUPLE OF TIMES IN THE LAST
FEW MONTHS,

LAST WEEK I WENTOUT
TO PINNER WITH MY LAWYER AND
HIS WIFE. Yol REMEMBER BILL
AND TRISHZ YEAH, THAT'S
THEM. 50 YOU KNOW WHAT 1
PIC2% WELL, BILL ORPERS
A STEAK.

SO WHEN THE WAITER BRINGS THE FOOP TO
THE TABLE, I PUILL HIS PLATE OVER AND START 4
CUTTING HIS STEAK LIP REALLY SMALL . -

WELL, THEY WERE
| PRETTY NICE ABOUT IT,

9’ ANYWAY, 1 HEAR A SIREN, 5O I TURN
AROUND AND YELL "LOOK ! FIRE TRUCK!*
1 MEAN, I'M THERE ON MY OWN. AND THE
A WHOLE STORE'S STARING AT ME, LIKE
. WHO /6 THIS NUTZ T FELTSUCH A
" TOTAL PWEES,
NGO, I THINK T KIND

OF PREFERREP IT BEFORE
HE WAS WALKING.

AND, LIKE, A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO I
GOT LUCY DOWNSTAIRS TO BABYSIT FOR A
COUPLE OF HOURG. 60 1 HEAD POWN TO

THAT NEAT CLOTHES STORE ON MELROSE,

WHAT'S IT CALLEP 2

T MEAN, OKAY, WELL, THE N
VCR STOPPED WORKING, T GET EVERYWHERE ..
A GUY OVER, HE TAKES IT APART, P/-
YOU KNOW WHAT HEFINDS 7 IT
T2 HALF A CARROT, BEFORE HE FIGURES
- OUT HOW TO GETOUT
OF Hi5 CRIB,

WON'T BE LONG
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MATTHEW?Z
WHO'S YouR.
FRIENDZ

1, GREGORY.
HOW THEY HANGINGZ

5

H{.JHZ EVEZ WHAT

HMZ |5 THERE ANY
RULE THATGAYS T ALWAYS
HAVE TO PWELL IN

L . A | .
Wipma! BEIS

NIGHTMARES 2




s ) AP
271 DON'T KNOW. T MEAN, YOU ALWAYE

TAVE. A LONG AL WE'VE BEEN TOGETHER . AND
RULESZ HEY, THIS PLACE |6 FLILL OF MORE RULES
TIAN YOU COULD GHAVE A STIEK AT.

.. | I \&z
; S COMETIMES TTHING :
N £ 2\ HE WAKES THEM UP AS +E I8 NO. HE MADE THEM
\, S AN\ GOES ALONG . ) A VERY LONG TIME AGO.
o . \W IT'6 PART OF HI5
7|
o L !

(P " NATURE, MAKING
V /ﬁ i L5

RULES,
I [ P g \ ] - |

TR 4
OFRAS —

N
_ VRIS BY MEL GAINMAN
PENEILLED BY JILL PHOMPSON
INKED BY VINDE LOCKE
D BY DANIEL VOZZ0
X IEMERED BY P0bb KIEIN

EDITED BY KAREN BE :
ASSISTED DUTIRLILLY B

RLISA KWIMNEY

| A PREAMW, AT FIRST.
BUT HE POESN'T

AHZ SO

et B [HiS, UK, RS uH, M, HIS

NAME IS PANIEL .

WUHWON'T YOu
ALL UH CUIHCOME
IN2THIS UH, IS
INPEER? AN UM,
HM. HONCOR,

FEATURING CHARACTERS Sy
| creareD BYGAMAN, o
\ PRINGENBERG & KIETH. ¥

=




BE VERY NICE, THANK
You. TEA, PLEASE.

I DON'T PRINK TEA.
BUT T'LL TAKE A SAUCER
OF WATER. ANP IF YOU

GOTANYTHING FOR MWETO
EAT, HEY, T WOULDN‘T

YEAH, & AT WoULD BE GREAT.
7, WITH THE ERYEE5 Ngg FOR
x> PRERE
v 4 T'LL UH SUHSEE
/i WHAT WE CAN HMPO.

THERE, UH, MUH-MAY
BE A DEAD RATORTWO, HM,
LEFT POWNSTAIRS,

WE, UH, WELL, LIH, HM,
WE'VE GUHEOT SOMETHING
NASTY IN THE BASEMENT, BUT HE
UH MM ALWAYS KERKERKILLS
MORE THAN HE CAN EAT. EYES
TOO BUHBIG FOR HIS, UM,
UH... WHATEVER ...

HIS NAME'S GOLP/E,
PANIEL. HE'S A BABY




IT< WEIRD,
PEING ARAVEN.

T MEAN, YOU REALLY ARE
A RAVEN, MHEN YDURE ARAVEN.
WHEN HE SAVE ME THE OFTION OF
STAYING WITH YOUAS ABIG BLACK
BIRD OF MDVING ON, I SUPFOSE
T FIGUEED I'p BE A MAN INA
RAVEN'S BODY.

......

HELL, I 8UPPOSE IT COULD YoU CAN CHOOSE YOUR
BE WORSE. T COULDHAVE BEEN. '\ FRIENDS, MY LOVE. YOU
A CROW. T MEAN, THEY'RE DUMB AS LCAN'T CHOOSE YOUR
SHIT, ANPTHEY LIE A LOT. A, FAMILY.

NOPE. IT PON'T
WORK LIKE THAT. TMA
RAVEN. ONE-ATHE
CORVIDAE FAMILY.

i JACKDAWS ARE B
OKAY, THOLGH,

%’ AND RODKS
W ARE JusT

ri’,\'*" J

b MACPIES )
ARE COOL . T MEA,

OWN COUNTING
EHYME. YOU EVER
HEAR ITZ ONE
FOR SORROW,
A\ TWe FOR Joy--

TN

* THREE FOR
AGIRL, FOUR FOR

AND SUHGEVEN FOR
A SECRET, NEVER TO BE
TUHTOL D, IT'G HM QUITE
TRUE, YOU KNOW.

SILVER . SIX
FORGOLL..,

HUHUMERE Yol ARE.,
A RUHRAT. ITS A BIT
RUHROTTEN, I'M

27 NO PROBLEM. THEY
TASTE BETTER THAT WAY.

l : | e e ‘



HM, UH. 8O MATTHEW.
ERUH HOW'S LORD
MUHMORPHELIGZ

e :
TM NOT SURE. TMEAN, HEY VE
BEEN PRETTY INGEPARABIE TOR
THE LAST FEW WEEKS, T'VE HARPLY
SEEN HIM. EITHER THEY'RE INHIE
QUARTERS, DE GOING FOR LONE
WALKS , HAND IN HAND, _

WHY, BLESS MY BOOTS
AN CHIN-WHISKERS . POMY
A EYeEs DECEIVE MEZCOULP g

IS MY BELOVED BROTHER

ACTUALLY HAVING A PARTY '}

WITHOUWT ME2 OH BESTILLMY
TREMBLING HEART.

A HUMAN CHILDZ REALLY?2
WELL, WELL, WELL ...

CUHCUHCUHCAINZ NUHNUHNUHNO &
NUHNOTATALL . WUHWE WERE JUH-
JUST SLUHSAYING HOW NUHN/ICE IT

N\ WOULD BUHBE IF YUHYOU WERE

¥ THREE OLD STORY-
TELLERS HAVE FOUND THEM-

SELVES AN AUDIENCE. WILL

WONDERS NEVER CEASEZ

YOURENOTEVENA N
BOOP LIAR, BARREL-BELLY.
WHO'S THE BRATLINGZ £

HIS NANES DANIEL, N0
CAIN, A HUMAN CHILD. OFF- 18
\ LIMITS, HE'S WITHME. 4




Y NO ONE STOPS TELLING STORIES . N
IT IN THE BLOOP. STORY TELLERS WHO DON'T )
TELLSTORIES AREN'T ANY THING. THEY'RE _ A8

NOTHING AT ALL. =

OHH You pID, DiP Yo,
LAY OPF, CAN BIRDIEZ BUT CAN Yo KEEPA
ANYWAY. T CANE SECRET2 ARE YOU GURE YOU
HERE FOR A WOULDN'T PREFER A MYGTERYZ
SECRET.

I'VE GOTAMYSTERY
THAT'LL RAIGE THE FEATHERS
ON THE BACK OF YOUR LITTLE

OH-50-TWISTABLE NECK.

YOU MENTIONED
ROOIS, EARLIER .
WELL, LETME
GIVE YOU A
MYSTERY OF




&Y ) M, [

“ROOK : CORVUSE FRUGILEGUS. . “|T'5 A MYSTERY FROM WHICH WE DERIVE
ALSO A WORDMEANNG TO | 18 | 68| "THEY HAVE ENOUGH OF A LANGUAGE THE COLLECTIVE NOUN WE USE FOR THESE
CHEATORSTEAL . ALGO A . - THAT EVEN HUMANS CAN TELL THE BIRDS. LIKE A MURDER OF CROWS, A
PIECE INCHESS. \ 5 DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEIR DANGER TIDING OF MAGPIES, AN UNKINDNESS
& | I CALLS AND THEIR ALL-CLEAR CALLS, OF RA\/ENQ =
VW e THEY CAN IMITATE HUMAN SPEECH .
& By S WW.D__J
Py = VL &
¢ 1 —
-
. o =1
-
247 w—l"ﬁ 19 B
e - 5 g
AN LA 4 &
ST Ty oy B They p el PO V= =] - 9 =
] Z % = { =y
“ROOKE ARE THE MOST SOCIAL OF THE N\ o P AT
CORVIDAE . THEY BUILD NESTS IN ROOKERIES - 7 = 7 "BuT MeRES |2
(AN OBSOLETE NAME, INCIDENTALLY, FOR ® Az NS A sonenineElse:
A GHETTO OF THIEVEG AN WHORES), MANY e\ = N 4 THE MYSTERY.
| HUNDREDS OF BIRDS TO ATREE " B
NI (NIRRT Sy a1 S S = > ene “A PARLIAMENT
Feo CRNIETET S 0 3 N A OF ROOKS.,

——

\ o ”

“Wou'lL GET A FIELD. EMPTY. SUPPENLY
THE 6KY |6 BLACK WITH BIRDS, AND THEY
FALL LIKE A RAGGED BLACK RAIN ONTO
A FIELD], COVERING IT COMPLETELY. OR
ALMOST COMPLETELY.

2

A
! [ //;—"‘// ¥ [T CAWS AND CALLS,

“IN THE CENTER OF THE FIELD, THERES AN AND CANG SOME MORE,
EMPTYSFACE, ANP IN THE MIDDLE OF THAT
SPACE SIT5 ONE LONE ROOK .

THIS CAN GO ON
FOR HOURS. FROM
PAWN TILL NEAR
PusK.

“TEN THOUSAND LITTLE EYES STARE AT IT, UNFLINCHING.
SOMETIMES THEY CALL OUT, AS IF THEY' RE ASKING QUESTIONS,
[T6 LIKE APARLIAMENT. IT'5 LIKE A TRIAL. R\

o

_ 7112 LoNE ROOK
CONTINUES TO CAW.
ANP THE OTHERS

WA rl‘l n




= b \ |
7 > 7 y \ l
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7,

2 ] ©...0=, AGAIN AS ONE, THEY FALL ON [

: THE BIRD, AND PECK [T TO DEATH. ,
“ON SOME SIGNAL--WHICH HUMAN OBSERVERG 77§ A R W :
HAVE BEEN LINABLE 10 IDENTIFY-- EITHER THE A :

| BIRDS TAKE WIN® AS ONE, LEAVING THE LONE | |- e

M| ROOK ALONE N THE FIELD...

| B W

f-' NO, HE'G USELESS FOR NOW. Yl
\ " TLL HAVE O BE You,
OTHER i




LITTLE CHILDRENZ \

CHILDRENZ A . ; SURE. IT'6 NOT A GTOR
LiTnesonor Al | | W T™HEY TELL MUCH ANY MORE,

MATTHEW. IT’S AN OLD STORY...

e
BEINGS, ONE MALE, ONE FEMALE.
77
o M + B
LILITH.”
g
{
7
L p(Aa 2,
w B
\ ol
"IT BEGING WITH ACAM. THEY SAY HE WAS \ ;_;
HERMAPHRODITE, AN ANDROGYNE GIANT, BACK o P
IN THE BEGINNING, IN THE AWN. ~ (W e
— 00 7 ZL i ¢ L7 s o P
T IMALE AND FEMALE CREATEDHE THEM, . v
AND HE CALLED THEIR NAME ADAM. ! ) P %

—

.' "FOLR ARMS, FOUR LEGS, TWO HEADPS, — [

I WO SETS OF SEXUAL ORGANS, TWO
BODIE6 JOINED BACK TO BACK."




"SHE WAG POWERFUL AND
INTELLIGENT. SHE WA, AFTER
ALL, HiM-A FEMALE HIM.
PURING SEX, GHE INSIGTED ON
CLIMBING ON TOP. A POSITION
| OF EQUALITY. SUPERIORITY,
PERHAPS.

AT '(V.‘ (| ﬁ!l .!/ ]

THE FINAL mw (

HER OWV GARDEN. THEY 5AY 6HE COPULATER WITH |

.-)' ; II -~ f " - " P /
@ *uum wzxrsuspmm ANDsHePLANTED |/ /). ” s
DEMONS, OR WITH THE SONS OF GO, SHE HADMANY |

CHILPREN.

>

~'/v1

60D CREATED HER FORACAM, 'lﬂi!i*' Il / 4 v |

wm. mf “}%\ | / Al ; ’ &'b\\ mm ‘




+ : - VBODIES ARE STRANGE. SOME PEOPLE HAVE
"APAM COULDN'T BEAR TO GO NEAR REAL PROBLEMS WITH THE STUFF THAT GOES
4 HER. HE WOULDN'T TOUCH HER . ON |N|PE .

#r_,

“YoU FINDOUT THAT INSIDE SOMEONE You
KNOW THERES JUSTMUCUS AND MEAT
ANP.SLIME AN BONE.

'Wmmwmsnuvm, PEFECATE
AND CRY. YOU KNOW 2 SOMETIMES ITCAN
JUST K/LL THE ROMANCE .

{0 e caw rer FuLL OF GECRETIONG p,
AND BLOOP.! THATS WHAT THE :,
mmansm-ras <

LY N =7 N .l

ONLY WHEN SHE WAS
{ COMPLETE DI ADAM
WAKE, HE GAW EVE,
FINISHED AND PERFECT,
AND TOOK HER TO

OPINIONS PIFFER.

' MOST 6AY GoP PESTROYED
HER. A FEWHAVE CLAIMED
THAT SHE WAS PERMITTED

10 LEAVE THE GARDEN .

[ THE TREE OF KNOWLE DGE
OF GOOP ANDEVIL ; AND,
KNOWING 6000 FROM

N\ 4 105LEEP. ToOK ARIB FROM HIS SIDE,
Y ANE? FROM IT CREATEP EVE."”




SOME THERE ARE THATSAY THIG |6
7 TRUE HISTORY, AND THAT THERE REALLY A6 '\ ¢
%] ANEARTHLY PARADISE, OTHERS CLAIM THE TALE
1 15 MERELY A METAPHOR FOR THE RISE OF CON -
| 5CIOUSNESS; THE BITTERSWEET FRUITOF WISOOM. AN

st

WBUT TMIS 16 TRUE : AVAM
HAD THREE WIVES.

WAND THE NAMELEGS ONE, THE _ | e L ¢ ekl
| VIRGIN, WAS MADE OF FLEGHAND ] VAND EVE LIVED TO BE OLDA m#
Grsiecy e e || KR B
LINMENTIONED SAVE INTHE PUSTIEST BLAMED FOR SIN. FOR MIGERY. FOR
BOOKS. THE PALL." s




BUT SOME
SAY APAM
MARRIEDONLY
ONCE. ANP THEY

= {'y"-‘.. —a

e

A LITTLE PIECE
OF FAMILY HISTORY,
LIKE FLIPPING THROUGH
THEPAGES OF THE
FAMILY ALBUM. MAKES

ME GOALL SOFT
AND EOOEY
INGIDE.

YOU/, EH,
LACK-WITZ

ROCK ON ME, T COLILD

PEOPLE JUST HOW

ARE INSIDE. HEHEHEH, .

ANYWAY. NOW, TS
0l YOL/R TURN. T HAVEN'T
.‘_;‘ THROWN You OFF‘,

1T
BGOOP WITH UH

THE LILY THAT WANTED TO BE AN
EYEZ OR THE WOLF-BOY AND HIS LADY-
LOVE, AND HOW THEY MAPE LOVE




THOSE AREN'T
CHUCHILPRENS STORIES,

y© GOON.TELL
HiM OF THE POORS
IN THEMIST, AN HOW
To OPEN THEM. ORTHE
TRUE TITLE OF THE
KNIGHTS OF THE BLACK
AND WHITE EAGLE.

TELL HIM ABOUT
THE GIRL WHO COULD
PRINK ONLY TEARSG, ANP
HOW SHE FELL IN LOVE
WITH A WOMAN WHO
HAD NEVER LEARNED
. WELL, THEN.
7ELL HIM A CHILDREN'S

WHEN EVERYTHING WF
YOUNG , PEATH AND DRE/
WENT WALKING...

IEY WERE ¢

THE OLDEN

i \\\\\\l <

THEY PIPN'T
EVEN LOOK REMOTELY
HUMAN, NONE OF Us D10,
BACK THEN. WHATARE Youl
TRYING TO FEEP THE CHILD
--SANITIZED PABLUMZ
LI'L PEATHZ LI'L MORPHELISZ /14
REVOLTING ! '

W THIS 15
MUHMY STORY,
CAIN, LUHLEAVE
ME ALONE.




v ’\/—/ E 7 it
YA-AND ON THEIR WALK THEY 6AW
| NAMES WERE, HM, CAIN ANDABEL .
| THE BROTHERS WERE FIGHTING.

"o

BUT THE CREATOR LIKED BECAUSE IT WAS WARM
THE SHEEP BEST, BECAUSE STEAMING MEAT. IT WAS A
IT WAS ALL FLINNY AND BLEEPING SACRIPICE, YoU
FLUFFY ANP WHITE-- BLOODY IPIOT! YOU CAN'T
EVEN GET YOUR OWN
STORY RIGHT!

TOOK LITTLE ABEL BY THE
HAND. "“YOU'RE COMING WITH
ME,’SHE BAID, ' YOU'RE
COMING TO PLAY INMY

I'm building a

anden,‘bo.lﬁhy

on't you come
withme?

I'dgiveyoua little
hou?z, and 31433- You'
&) get o fell stories. ¢




150 ABEL WENT UPTO
'| PREAM'S BiG HOUSE.

HOUSE, AND A LETTER
OF COMMISSION, BUT
HE WAS LONELY.

,~ Then go home
, There'sanice surprise ¢
3 waiting for you

T

WABEL WENT HOME. AND DO YOU KNOW WHAT | | ' I'M GOING TO STAY HERE FOREVER,T0O,’ SAID
- HE FOUNDZ NEXT TO Hi6 HOUSE WAS CAIN.'LOOK ! T'VE GOT A LETTER OF COMMISSION
! ANOTHER LITTLE HOUSE. AND SITTING IN AS WELL!'
) THE GARDEN WAS HIS BROTHER,, CAIN. e : -=
_ YHURRAH!' SAID ABEL, AND THE TWO

BROTHERS HUGGED EACH OTHER JOYFULLY. ”




Ay .
THE MOST )
WELL, I

]
|
‘ GARBAGE 1'VE EVER HEARD, 5

{ L LIKED Your

1 > _?TORY 3 &
HE)Y ABEL. HOUGHT IT
Y You KNOW SOMERINGZ B 1 WAG SWEET.

= WHEN YOU TELL STORIES, 8l |

You DON'T STUTTERZ Sl 4 IEL LIKEE?

/ LOOK,CANT

)V Ak A PUMB QUESTIONZ
' ALLTiIS BIBLICAL STUFF .
I MEAN, HOW TRUE |5 T2
ARE You 6uys THE REAL

RUHRUHRUH-
RUHREALLYZ T UH
I UH HUHHAPN'T Tre IN WiTH CAVEMEN AND

PN A
Oﬁuxsgﬂnr??aw

NEXT THING, You'LL BE
TELLING THE TRUTH ABOUT
PARLIAMENTS OF ROOKS.

EARTH, THUH
THU--

I cuHCoOULP
IF T WHUWANTED?
1.

R

e By e g g —

BUH-BUT

WE WERE ALL
HAVING SUCH
UHNICE
% NTIME”. GOOPBYE, HM,
PANIEL . COME BACK , HRR,
WHUWHENEVER You WANT
OuT. 10, I, UH, I THINK GOLPIE




HEYZ EE-BVE?
HEL LOZ ANYCNE

HOME?
I'M SORRY,
MATTHEW, T WAS
MILES AWAY.

MMZ I WAS THINKING
ABOUT ROOKS, ONEON EACH
CORNER OF THE BOARD. TWO

TO A PLAYER ...

UH. ITs NOTA ANP WHUWHEN IT
PUHPARLIAMENT. OR W FINISHES... T FINDSOUT
A TRIAL. M WHETHER OR NOT THEY, UH,
NW, THE UH ROooK LIKED THE STORY IT
aS/ INTHE MUHMIDDLE OF | [
THE FIELP 1S ASTORY- )
TELLER. |IT& TELLING THE ‘
RESTOF THEM AN UM




W 1700 Y0UNOT TO
M 7200 HMAND You

ITS NOTONEOF‘.'HE
BI& SECRETS. TG
NOT IMPORTANT.

PPNoBODY REALLY CARES

CAN LAST FOR EVER. WHO-DONE -IT. THEY'LL PECK

YoU TO PIECES IF YOU TELL
THEM, LI TTLE BROTHER.., 4

I'LL sEE You

TOMORROW, THEN, IT6
YOUR TURN TO MAKE




HEY; HONEY'!

PID YoU HAVE A
NICE DREAMZ

B HEY, DANIEL?
WHAT You éoT
THEREZ HUHZ

LITTLE MYSTERIES,
ALL OF You,

——

LIKE I 5AIC,




